
New Delhi, May 18 (PTI): 

China is constructing a
second bridge in an area
held by it around the
strategically key Pangong
Tso lake in eastern
Ladakh and it could help
the Chinese military to
quickly mobilise its troops
in the region, according to
satellite imagery and peo-
ple familiar with the devel-
opment on Wednesday.

The bridge is being built
amid the lingering stand-
off between the Indian
and Chinese militaries at
several friction points in

eastern Ladakh for over
two years. There is no offi-
cial reaction or comment
by the Indian defence es-
tablishment on the new
construction.

China has been focusing
on strengthening its mili-
tary infrastructure after
Indian troops captured
several strategic peaks on
the southern bank of the
Pangong lake in August
2020 after the Chinese PLA
attempted to intimidate
them in the area.

India too has been con-
structing bridges, roads
and tunnels in the border

regions as part of overall
efforts to enhance military
preparedness.

It is learnt that China
has recently completed the
construction of the first
bridge in the area.

The people cited above
said the new bridge is
being built in an area that
is over 20 km from the
Line of Actual Control
(LAC). Damien Symon, a
geospatial intelligence re-
searcher, who keeps track
of Chinese activities along
the LAC, posted satellite
images of the new con-
struction on Twitter.

Symon, who uses the
handle @detresfa_ said a
"larger bridge" is being de-
veloped parallel to the first
one, adding the likely aim
of the construction is to
"support larger/heavier
movement" (of the mili-
tary) over the lake.

The satellite image post-
ed by Symon noted that
the bridge is being built
from both sides simultane-
ously. The bridge is likely
to cut the distance signifi-
cantly from the depth area
of Rudok to the region
around the LAC in
Pangong Tso.

Resign
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Delhi
Lieutenant Governor Anil
Baijal has resigned citing
personal reasons, a sen-
ior official said on
Wednesday. He was
appointed the national
capital's LG in December,
2016. "He (Baijal) has
submitted his resignation
to the president," the
official told PTI.

Greetings 
BBeennggaalluurruu:: Greetings to
former Prime Minister
and JD(S) supremo H D
Deve Gowda poured in on
his 89th birthday on
Wednesday. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
extended his wishes, call-
ing Gowda a respected
statesman. Gowda served
as the 11th Prime
Minister from June 1,
1996 to to April 21, 1997,
after emerging as the
leader of the 13-party
United Front, which was
supported by the
Congress from outside.

Shot dead
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: A 48-year-old
man was shot dead
allegedly by unidentified
persons in central Delhi's
Daryaganj area, police
said on Wednesday. The
deceased has been iden-
tified as Moinuddin
Qureshi, they said. 

Clash 
BBaalllliiaa  ((UUPP)):: Five people
were injured in a clash
between members of two
communities over a trivial
issue in a village here,
police said on
Wednesday. A case has
been registered against
11 people from both sides
and 10 of them have been
arrested, they said.
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Blazing Sword Division of
Gajraj Corps of the Indian

Army evacuates a child dur-
ing flood relief operations

after heavy rainfall in Hojai
district, Tuesday evening.
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New Delhi, May 18 (PTI) 

Invoking its extraordi-
nary power under Article
142 of the Constitution,
the Supreme Court
Wednesday ordered the re-
lease of A G Perarivalan,
who has served over 30
years in jail in the Rajiv
Gandhi assassination
case.

A bench headed by
Justice L Nageswara Rao
said the Tamil Nadu state
cabinet's advice recom-
mending the premature
release of all seven con-
victs in the case was bind-
ing on the governor. The

apex court also discarded
the Centre's argument that
the president exclusively

has the power to grant par-
don in a case under sec-
tion 302 the Indian Penal

Code, saying this would
render article 161 (power
of governor to grant par-
don) functionless.

The bench, also com-
prising Justice B R Gavai,
held that states have the
power to advise and aid
the governor in case of
pleas of pardon under ar-
ticle 161 made by convicts
in murder cases.

Article 142 of the
Constitution deals with
the Supreme Court's
power to exercise its juris-
diction and pass order for
doing complete justice in
any cause or matter pend-
ing before it. The article
was also used in the Ram
J a n m a b h o o m i - B a b r i

Masjid land dispute case.
The Centre had earlier

defended the Tamil Nadu
governor's decision to
send the mercy plea of
Perarivalan to the presi-
dent.

Additional Solicitor
General K M Nataraj had
said that only the presi-
dent can decide the plea re-
garding remission, com-
mutation and mercy plea
of an individual convicted
under the central law.

On March 9, the top
court had granted bail to
Perarivalan while taking
note of his long incarcera-
tion and no history of
complaints when out on
parole.

Ahmedabad, May 18 (PTI): 

Patidar leader Hardik
Patel, who joined the
Congress three years ago,
on Wednesday resigned
from the party, accusing
its top leadership of be-
having as if they hated
Gujarat and Gujaratis.

In his resignation letter
to Congress chief Sonia
Gandhi, which comes
ahead of this year's state
Assembly polls, Patel (28)
said he was quitting as the
Gujarat Congress working
president and from the
party's primary member-
ship.

Patel wrote of his disap-
pointment when party

workers like him travelled
500-600 km a day to attend
a party meeting and dis-
cuss issues but found the
leaders busy trying to en-
sure that some senior
Congress leader from
Delhi was served his
chicken sandwich on time.

New Delhi, May 18 (PTI): 

The Supreme Court on
Wednesday granted bail to
Indrani Mukerjea, the
prime accused in the mur-
der of her daughter
Sheena Bora, saying that
six-and-a-half years years
in prison is too long a term
and that the trial will not
be completed anytime
soon.

A three-judge bench
headed by Justice L
Nageswara Rao noted
that Indrani Mukerjea
has been in jail since 2015,
and said the trial is not
going to be completed
anytime soon as out of
237 witnesses cited by
prosecution only 68 have
been examined till date.

"The petitioner is

charged with kidnapping
with an intention to mur-
der her daughter after en-
tering into a criminal
conspiracy. The petition-
er is wife of Peter
Mukerjea, who is co ac-
cused in the case. The al-
legation made against the
petitioner is that she
planned the murder in
view of the live in rela-
tionship of her daughter
with Rahul Mukerjea, who
is the son of Peter
Mukerjea through his ear-
lier wife," the bench said.

New Delhi, May 18 (PTI): 

India on Wednesday
rolled out the red carpet for
foreign filmmakers to make
movies in the country by of-
fering incentives up to Rs 2.5
crore for co-production and
hiring local manpower in
such ventures.

Information &
Broadcasting Minister
Anurag Thakur made the
announcement after inau-
gurating the India Pavilion

at Cannes Film Market -
'Marche du Film' in the pres-
ence of personalities from
showbiz including Deepika
Padukone, A R Rahman, R
Madhavan, Shekar Kapur
and Prasoon Joshi. Under
the incentive scheme, the
Indian co-producer of an in-
ternational film project can
claim cash reimbursement
of up to 30 per cent of quali-
fying expenditure in India
or up to 2.6 lakh dollars (Rs 2
crore), Thakur was quoted

as saying in an official re-
lease. Foreign films shooting
in India can claim an addi-
tional 5 per cent bonus up to
a maximum of 65,000 dollars
(Rs 50 lakh) for employing 15
per cent or more manpower
locally, he said.

The schemes will provide
an impetus to global collabo-
rations with India, attract
investment from foreign
filmmakers and help pro-
mote India as a filming des-
tination, Thakur said.

New Delhi, May 18 (PTI): 

The Cabinet on Wednesday
empowered boards of state-
owned companies to decide
on the closure and divest-
ment of units/subsidiaries.
Presently, the Board of
Directors of holding or parent
public sector enterprises
have been delegated certain
powers to make equity
investments to establish
financial joint ventures and
wholly-owned subsidiaries
and undertake
mergers/acquisitions, subject
to certain ceilings of net

worth. However, the Boards
do not have powers for disin-
vestment or closure of their
subsidiaries or units or stake
in JVs, except for some limit-
ed powers given to
Maharatna PSEs for minority
stake disinvestment in their
subsidiaries. Therefore,
approval of the Cabinet was
required for both strategic
disinvestment and minority
stake sale or closure of the
subsidiaries or units or sale
of their stakes in a JV, irre-
spective of the size of opera-
tions or capital deployed of
such subsidiaries, etc.

MATTER OF CONCERN

‘China building new bridge near Pangong’

RAJIV GANDHI ASSASSINATION CASE

SC orders release of  convict Perarivalan
̈ Invokes Article 142

A.G. Perarivalan, convict in Rajiv Gandhi assassination case, with his
father and sister after Supreme Court released him using special powers,
at his house in Jolarpet, Tirupattur district, Wednesday.

Sheena Bora murder case

SC grants bail to Indrani Mukerjea 

Hardik Patel quits Congress

Soon after Hardik Patel quit
the Congress on Wednesday,
the opposition party alleged
that the BJP has "lured" the
Patidar leader by promising
to get cases against him
withdrawn and has "script-
ed" his resignation letter.
Congress leader and party
spokesperson Shaktisinh
Gohil also launched a
scathing attack on Patel,
calling him "dishonest" and
an "opportunist", and
claimed that youth leaders
who have switched to the
BJP have been reduced to
"zero".

Patidar leader 
‘opportunist’: Cong

PSEs empowered to decide
on closure, divestment of

units/subsidiaries

Chandipur, May 18: 

The Defence Research and
Development Organisation and
the Indian Navy Wednesday
successfully conducted the
maiden flight-test of indige-
nously-developed Naval anti-
ship missile launched from a
Naval helicopter from
Integrated Test Range,
Chandipur off the coast of
Odisha, DRDO sources said.
The missile followed the
desired sea skimming trajecto-
ry and reached the designated
target with high degree of
accuracy, validating the con-
trol, guidance and mission
algorithms,, they said.

New Delhi, May 18 (PTI): 

The CBI on Wednesday arrest-
ed S Bhaskararaman, a close
associate of Lok Sabha MP
Karti Chidambaram, in connec-
tion with a Rs 50 lakh alleged
bribery case for clearing visas
of 263 Chinese nationals work-
ing at Talwandi Sabo Power Ltd
in Punjab, officials said. The
bribery incident allegedly took
place in 2011 when Karti
Chidambaram's father P
Chidambaram was the Union
home minister.
The CBI took Bhaskararaman
for questioning late Tuesday
and arrested him early

Wednesday in Chennai, they
said. He will be brought to
Delhi by Wednesday night and
produced before the Special
CBI Court at Rouse Avenue on
Thursday, they said.
Bhaskararaman was earlier
arrested by Enforcement
Directorate in the INX media
case. The agency has alleged
that Bhaskararaman was
approached by Vikas Makharia,
the then associate vice presi-
dent of Talwandi Sabo Power
Ltd (TSPL), for the reissue of
project visas for 263 Chinese
workers working at the Mansa-
based power plant which was
in the process of being set up.

BRIBERY CASE

CBI arrests Bhaskararaman,
close associate of Karti

New Delhi, May 18: 

The Supreme Court on
Wednesday permitted reser-
vation for the Other
Backward Classes (OBCs) in
the local body elections in
Madhya Pradesh. The apex
court, which had passed an
order on May 10 and noted
that no reservation for OBCs
can be provisioned until the
triple test formality is com-
pleted 'in all respects' by the
state government, permitted
the state to notify the reser-
vation pattern local body
wise as delineated in the re-
ports of the dedicated com-

mission. A bench headed by
Justice A M Khanwilkar
passed the order on an appli-
cation filed by the state seek-
ing modification of the May
10 order and permitting the
conduct of elections based
on recently notified delimi-
tation. In the application, the
state government had also
urged the court to permit it
to notify reservation for
OBCs based on the recom-
mendation of the OBC
Commission in the second
report of May 12 and for the
S c h e d u l e d
Castes/Scheduled Tribes
within four weeks.

RED CARPET WELCOME

Govt unveils sops for shooting
foreign films in India

Navy test-fires
anti-ship missile

SC permits OBC reservation
in MP local body polls
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Bhilai, May 18: SSIPS
Raipur had organized a
Blood Donation
Programme on May 14,
2022 and an Induction pro-
gram was conducted on
May 09, 2022 in collabora-
tion with Indian Red Cross
Society, Raipur. The first
event was an induction pro-
gramme on "Benefits of
Voluntary Blood Donation"
presided by Sudeeep
Shrivastava, State
Counsellor, Indian Red
Cross Society, Raipur.

The session was conduct-
ed on May 09, 2022 from
13:30 hrs to 14:30 hrs in E-
Classroom. Dr Manoj
Sharma, Principal of
SSIPS, Dr Apoorwa
Mishra, Nitin Jain,
Sandhya Bhattacharya,
Anand Tamrakar and RK
Sahu were present.

In the session Sudeeep
Shrivastava brought aware-
ness in the students about
shortage of blood and why
we must donate blood every
year, to help the persons
who are in need of it. He
encouraged and motivated
large number of students

to voluntarily come for-
ward for donating the
blood. He gave information
to the students about the
health benefits of blood do-
nation and also there was
an interactive session in
which Sudeep clarified the
queries raised by the stu-
dents.

The second event was
one day blood donation
camp. It was well organized
in the E Classroom of the
college on May 14, 2022
from 09:00 hrs to 14:00 hrs.
The whole programme was
conducted under the guid-
ance of Sudeeep
Shrivastava, State
Counsellor, Indian Red
Cross Society, Raipur and
Dr Manoj Sharma,
Principal, Shri
Shankaracharya Institute
of Professional Studies

(SSIPS). A team of 2 doc-
tors and 4 nurses from Red
Cross had arrived for col-
lection of blood.

The Chairman of the
Institute Nishant Tripathi
(BG) and the other board
members registered their
presence in the event and
encouraged the blood
donors for their contribu-
tion in this noble work.
There was an overwhelm-
ing response from students,
faculty members of vari-
ous departments of the col-
lege.

They came forward vol-
untarily to donate blood.
All the blood donors were
given two valuable certifi-
cates one from Indian Red
Cross Society and another
one from the college, gift
bag and mask, blood test re-
port, and donor history

booklet. The student volun-
teers got the opportunity to
be registered as a volunteer
with Global Red Cross
Organisation. The donors
were provided with light re-
freshments also. The stu-
dents of BBA Department
had made rangoli in the
theme of promoting blood
donation and they had also
made a selfi point for tak-
ing photos.

The coordinators of the
program were DK Dolhani,
Dr Ekta Mishra, Dr Sapna
Sharma, Malvika Tiwari,
Anand Tamrakar and
Priyanka Joseph. The stu-
dent volunteers were Saket
Tripathi, Kiran Bhoi, E
Sharat Kumar and Ayush
Kosare. All the students and
staff of SSIPS were present
in this event. The camp con-
tinued till 14:00 hrs.

A total of 100 units of
blood were collected during
the camp. Sudeeep
Shrivastava, State
Counsellor, Indian Red
Cross Society expressed his
gratitude to the volunteers
of the College for their ac-
tive participation in mak-
ing the camp an enormous
success.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 18: The game
of Gedi in which players
balance themselves on two
sticks is a popular sport in
the state of Chhattisgarh.
A new format of the game,
Gedi Ball, in which players
of Gedi have to play with a
football and score goal was
conceptualized in 2019
with the help of SAIL-
Bhilai Steel Plant's CSR
Dept. Two teams with 9
players each play this
game of 30 minute dura-
tion.

To popularize and devel-
op the game, a coaching
camp was inaugurated for
sports teachers of govern-
ment schools in Durg dis-
trict on Wednesday. The
camp was inaugurated by
KK Singh, ED (P&A). The
sports teachers were made
familiar with techniques
and rules of the game.

The coaching camp was
organized jointly by Gedi
Ball Association formed
by retired employees of
SAIL-BSP under the aegis

of BSP's Corporate Social
Responsibility (CSR) Dept
and District Education
Dept, Durg at Bhilai Ispat
Vikas Vidyalaya, Sector 6
premises. SK Jain, retired
ED in BSP and Tajuddin,
retired employee in CSR
Dept who is also a sports
trainer had together con-
ceptualized the Gediball
game.

The coaching camp
opened with an exhibition
match played by school
students of Village
Pauwara. In his address,
KK Singh, ED (P&A) stat-
ed that the game of
Gediball would not only
help the state of

Chhattisgarh earn a place
in the field of sports.

Once popularised, the
attractive game may
someday be played in na-
tional level, he added. He
congratulated the organiz-
ers, sports trainers and
those involved in organiz-
ing the camp and assured
them that BSP would help
support and encourage
the game.

In the first stage of the
camp, as many as 40
sports teachers and play-
ers from different schools
would be trained in the
camp. In the next stage
inter-school tournaments
would be organized.

Present on the occasion
were UK Jha, CGM (TSD),
SK Jain, President, Gedi
Ball Association, Abhay
Kumar Jaiswal, District
Education Officer,
Yompad Das who heads
the Akshya Patra
Foundation, Bhilai,
Tanvir Akil, District
Sports Officer, Tajuddin,
Secretary, Gedi Ball
Association, Sheorajan,
GM (CSR Dept) and
Member, Gedi Ball
Association, Sushil
Kamde, Manager (CSR),
Vivek Mishra, Asst Mgr
(CSR). The inaugural
function was conducted
by Rajni Rajak.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 18: On
Wednesday, Bhilai
Shramik Sabha President
Hind Mazdoor Sabha
Working President HS
Mishra blew the bigul for
the upcoming representa-
tive trade union election
in Bhilai Steel Plant.

He chaired a meeting of
all the office bearers and
executive committee mem-
bers at Union Office in
Sector 2 and motivated
them to work with dedica-
tion and commitment for
ensuring victory of the
union in the upcoming
election.

At the outset, the meet-
ing began with offering
floral tributes at the por-
traits of Loknayak Late
Jaiprakash Narayan, Late
Ram Manohar Lohiya and
renowned trade union
leader and former union
minister Late George
Fernandez.

Mishra urged the office
bearers to forget the per-
sonal differences and work
for the union. He asked
them to review the short-
comings of the previous
election and make efforts
to overcome them. He
asked them to work as per
the union's strategy with
commitment.

Mishra applied tilak and
extended best wishes to all
the office bearers and
working committee mem-
bers. Prem Singh Chandel,
Joginder Rao, DK Singh,
Rajesh Sharma, HN
Bharti, A Chinneraya,
Abhishek Mishra, Vijay
Shankar Tripathi, Amit
Kumar, Jainendra Kumar
Gahne, Vishal Kumar,
Dharmendra Banjare,
Tikaram Sahu, Iqbal
Singh, Venkat Rao, Ashok
Panda, Abdul Farid,
Narendra Singh, JD
Diwan, Sharad Mishra,
Shankar Sao, Soni Singh,
Trilok Mishra and others
were present.

BSP Crane Operator wins 2 medals
in Pan India Masters Games

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 18: Crane
Operator in SAIL-Bhilai
Steel Plant's Steel Melting
Shop 3, Gangeshwar
Dewangan has bagged the
first position in 800 and
1500 metre race in the 1st
Pan India Master's Games
held at Vidyanagar Sports
School, Bengaluru from
May 11 to May 15, 2022.

Competing in the 55 plus
age category, Dewangan
finished the 800 metre race
in 2.29 minutes and 1500
metre race in 56.23 min-
utes. Representing the state of Chhattisgarh, he

had earlier been selected in
state trials. Dewangan had
earlier bagged gold medal
in 800 metre race at the
National Masters Game in
Vadodara in year 2020.

Gangeshwar Dewangan
who has represented BSP
in Inter Steel Sports
Championship five times,
joined the Plant in 1997
with his first posting in
Coke Ovens and later in
SMS 2. He has been prac-
ticing for the last 15 years,
mostly in Ravishankar
Stadium, Durg and some-
times in BSP's sports
grounds.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 18: On
Wednesday, the new execu-
tive committee of Bhilai
Nagrik Sahkari Bank
Limited, Bhilai Nagar for-
mally took charge of the
office after the elections.
Poshan Lal Verma has
been elected President of
the Bank. Pragati Singh
has been elected Vice
President (Female) while
VC Yadav was also elected
Vice President.

Amrita Bajare, Santosh
Kumar, Seemanchal
Behra, Suresh Dewangan,
Khan Sajid Hussein,
Jitendra Upadhyaya,
Sushil Kumar Katiyar and
RN Singh have been elect-
ed Directors. Kameshwar
Tiwari has been elected
representative of District
Cooperative Union

Limited Durg; Samay Lal
Sahu has been elected rep-
resentative of District
Cooperative Central Bank
Limited Durg; Harindra
Yadav has been elected
representative of
Chhattisgarh State
Cooperative Bank Limited
Raipur; Raghuvansh
Singh has been elected rep-

resentative of
Chhattisgarh Urban
Cooperative Bank
Federation Limited
Raipur; and RK Sinha has
been elected representa-
tive for the National
Federation of Urban
Cooperative Banks and
Credit Society Limited,
New Delhi. The newly

elected President was ac-
corded a warm welcome by
the members of the Bank.
In his address, President
Poshan Lal Verma assured
to work with dedication
and commitment for the
development and expan-
sion of the bank as well as
protecting the interests of
the members.

Three cars destroyed in fire 
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 18: Three
cars parked at a repair
shop were destroyed in
fire on the intervening
night of Wednesday. Fire
Brigade responded imme-
diately and doused the
flames. They managed to
prevent the fire from
spreading to nearby shops.

According to informa-
tion, the incident occurred
at Raju Garage situated
near Shitala Mandir in
Newai Police Station lim-
its. Around 15:00 hrs, the
patrolling party of Newai
Police Station spotted
flames emerging from the
cars parked in Raju
Garage.

They immediately in-
formed the Fire Brigade
after which the fire ten-
ders reached the spot.
Soon they managed to
douse the flames and
averted a major mishap.
Police have lodged a case
and investigations are on.

Village of Freedom Fighters to bring water
revolution in the state: Nicolas Osbert

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 18: Under Jal
Jeevan Mission, a Jal
Sabha was organized by
the District Water and
Sanitation Mission in vil-
lage Devada. The villagers
accorded a warm welcome
to Nicolas Osbert, India
Chief of UNICEF WASH.
Sarpanch Urvashi Verma,
along with her group of
'Jal Bahinis'(women vol-
unteers of the mission),
apprised him about the
works being done under
the Jal Jeevan Mission in
the village.

They also shared infor-
mation about the efforts
being made for water con-
servation and pure drink-
ing water. Jal Bahinis, who
came from Kanker, assist-
ed the villagers of Devada
in checking the water
quality through water test-

ing kits received under Jal
Jeevan Mission.

They detailed the vil-
lagers about the ill effects
of impure water. UNICEF
WASH India Head Nicolas
Osbert interacted with the
villagers and Jal Bahinis
of village Devada. He said
that it was his privilege to
visit the land of Freedom
Fighters.

He said that the ances-
tors of this village played
their part in the freedom
movement. In the same
manner, the villagers will
also play their part in
bringing a water revolu-
tion in the state. They will
make every household
aware of the importance
of clean drinking water.

Nicolas Osbert hon-
oured the group of rural
women with the honor of
Jal Bahini. On behalf of
the villagers, Sarpanch

Urvashi Verma conferred
the title of Jaldoot to the
entire team of UNICEF.

The villagers asked
Nicolas Osbert about the
drinking water system in
his country, France. They
questioned how water is
used in France and the
level of awareness among

the people about water
conservation. Osbert
replied that he is a resi-
dent of the Old City of the
capital of Paris.

He drinks pure water fil-
tered from the Seine River
and people in his country
are very aware of the con-
servation of water be-

cause the water level is
continuously decreasing.
That is why the people are
constantly making efforts
to save water. Efforts are
being made all over the
world for water conserva-
tion, he said.

He expressed gratitude
to the villagers and visited
the school building and
the garden of the freedom
fighters. In this event,
UNICEF's Chhattisgarh
Chief Job Zakaria,
UNICEF's program spe-
cialist Sweta Patnaik, Jal
Jeevan Mission's
Chhattisgarh nodal officer
Kailash Madhariya,
Janpad Vice President
Devendra Chandravanshi
along with state and dis-
trict coordinators of Jal
Jeevan Mission as well as
officials of Public Health
Engineering Department
were present.

Poshan Lal Verma elected President
of Bhilai Nagrik Sahkari Bank
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Bhilai, May 18: The con-
tract workers of Bhilai
Steel Plant have intensi-
fied their struggle for a re-
spectable wage revision.
On the call of Steel
Workers Federation of
India - CITU, the strategy
of the agitation has been
chalked out.

The agitation will com-
mence on May 20 and con-
clude on May 25. In this
context, Hindustan Ispat
Theka Shramik Union
(CITU) Bhilai conducted a
meeting on Wednesday
and finalised the plan of
an effective agitation so
that the voice of labour-
ers shall reach Delhi be-
fore the upcoming NJCS
sub-committee meeting.

Hindustan Ispat Thaka
Shramik Union (CITU)

has decided to conduct
pamphlet distribution on
May 20 during 08:00 to
09:00 hrs at Main Gate of
BSP. On May 23 and 24,
the labourers will wear
black badges at the work
place. On May 25, they
will stage dharna at
Equipment Square in
Sector-1 during 14:00 hrs
to 17:00 hrs.

Thereafter they will

march to the Ispat Bhavan
and around 18:00 hrs, they
will submit a charter of 13
demands at the office of
Director Incharge.

Hindustan Ispat Theka
Shramik Union CITU
called upon the regular
workers, contract work-
ers as well as all the trade
unions and public repre-
sentatives to make this
movement successful by

expressing solidarity on
the legitimate demands of
the contract workers.

This struggle is against
the exploitation of the
workers and getting a re-
spectable wage agree-
ment finalized for the con-
tract labourers, informed
Yogesh Kumar Soni
(General Secretary,
Hindustan Ispat Theka
Shramik Union).

Contract labours intensify struggle
for respectable wage revision

Gangeshwar Dewangan

HMS blows the bigul for representative union election 

BSP-CSR organises Gediball
Coaching Camp for Sports Teachers

SSIPS Raipur organises ‘Blood Donation Camp’ 
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COLOURFUL UNDER-BRIDGE

The Telghani Naka underbridge is near completion and interior part of it is being painted in a colourful manner by
the authorities.

Central Chronicle News

Konta, May 18: The sec-
ond phase of Chief
Minister Bhupesh
Baghel’s mammoth public
interaction drive ‘Bhent-
Mulaqat Abhiyan’ kicked
off from Konta assembly
constituency of Bastar di-
vision today. Baghel
reached Konta and prayed
for the happiness and
prosperity of the people of
the state by offering
prayers to the ‘Stambh’,
‘Shivling’ and ‘Nandi’ at
Shri Ram Lingeshwar
temple. Chief Minister
Baghel directly interacted
with common citizens in
the Konta Nagar
Panchayat premises and
inquired about the imple-

mentation of government
programmes and schemes
besides hearing their
grievances. On the de-
mand of public and local
public representatives, he
announced upgrade of
sub-tehsils Jagargunda
and Dornapal as Tehsil. A
large number of locals
present on the occasion
thanked Chief Minister
for this announcement.

Baghel also made sever-
al announcements includ-
ing establishment of elec-
tricity sub-stations at
Bandagaon and
Jagargunda of Konta
block, expansion of 30 bed
Konta Community Health
Center (Hospital) to 50
beds, construction of
quarters for doctors and

staff posted in CHC, con-
struction of sports
ground in Dubbatota,
mini stadium at Errabor
and Chhattisgarh en-
trance gate on the inter-
state border of
Chhattisgarh.

There was great enthu-
siasm among the locals on
the arrival of the Chief
Minister. On the arrival of
Chief Minister in Konta,
local public representa-
tives and dignitaries gave
a warm welcome to the
Chief Minister by pre-
senting him a traditional
bouquet made of ‘chhind’
leaves. Industries
Minister Mr. Kawasi
Lakhma and MP Mr.
Deepak Baij were also
present on the occasion.

Community Health
Center inspection:

On this occasion, CM
Baghel also inspected the
Konta Community Health
Center and took stock of
the health facilities being
provided to the patients
and availability of medi-
cines. The Chief Minister
sat on the bench near
Muchaki Budhra, an eld-
erly patient who came to
the health center for treat-
ment and inquired about
his health.

Budhra complained of
having fever from last one
week and he has reached
the hospital today for
treatment. The Chief
Minister advised them to
get proper treatment done
in the hospital.

CM announces to upgrade sub-tehsil
Jagargunda and Dornapal as Tehsil

Makes several important announcements for Konta region 

 Expansion of Konta
Community Health
Center to 50 beds

 Electricity substation
to be established in
Bandagaon and
Jagargunda

 Construction 
of sports ground in
Dubbatota and Mini
Stadium in Errabor

RRaaiippuurr,,  MMaayy  1188:: Cabinet
Minister and in-charge of
Raipur District Ravindra
Choubey would be presiding
over a review meeting on
Thursday afternoon to know the
status of implementation of
various schemes which have
been among the priority of
Chhattisgarh Government.
According to the information
received, discussion would be

held on key issues including the
redressal of revenue cases,
public service guarantee
scheme, revenue generated
through the sale of civic body
properties, establishment of
rural Industrial Hubs and oth-
ers. Similarly, the regularization
of illegal constructions, redres-
sal of the applications related
with commercial use of the res-
idential plots and others issues.

Choubey to hold review meet today
RRaaiippuurr,,  MMaayy  1188::  Top leaders of
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
from Chhattisgarh would be
attending the two-day national
office-bearers meet of the
party to be held at Udaipur in
Rajasthan from May 20.
According to the information
received, National Vice
President and former Chief
Minister Dr Raman Singh,

State BJP President Vishnu Deo
Sai, BJP Organizational
General Secretary Pawan Sai
would be leaving for Rajasthan
on Thursday to attend the two-
day meeting. Central leader in-
charge of BJP affairs in
Chhattisgarh, D Purandeswari
and Nitin Nabin would be
directly reaching the Udaipur
for the national meeting.

Dr Raman to attend 
BJP National meet at Udaipur

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, May 18: The
Chhattisgarh police’s
cyber wing has arrested
the director of a “fake”
stock market advisory
company for allegedly
duping a doctor in
Raigarh district of Rs 87
lakh, officials said on
Wednesday.

The accused, identified
as Mohsin N, a native of
Kerala, was arrested from
Bengaluru and brought
here on Tuesday, they said.

He allegedly cheated the
victim, claiming his com-
pany Creative Technology
worked as a financial ana-
lyst for a Singapore-based
financial firm which also
has a branch in India, and
lured him to invest in the
online share market prom-
ising high returns, they
said. The fraud came to
light when the doctor,
working with a private
hospital in Raigarh,

lodged a complaint at the
cyber police station in
Nava Raipur in October
last year, the cyber police
station house officer,
Nisith Agrawal informed.

The accused befriended
the victim on WhatsApp
and promised that if he
would invest money
though his company, he
would get returns more
than the mutual funds.
The accused subsequently
shared an online link and

asked the victim to open a
trading account through
it. The victim got con-
vinced and did so, he said.

However, the victim
later realised that he was
being duped and contacted
police, following which a
case of cyber fraud of Rs
87 lakh was lodged last
year against unidentified
persons under section 420
(forgery) of the Indian
Penal Code and provisions
of the Information

Technology Act 2000,
Agrawal said. A police
team was constituted and
based on evidence collect-
ed during cyber analysis
in the case, the team was
sent to neighbouring
Maharashtra and
Karnataka for further in-
vestigation, he said.

The investigation re-
vealed that the accused’s
company and several
other similar firms were
floated for duping people
online, the official said.

According to informa-
tion accessed from the
Registrar of Companies
(ROC), the Ministry of
Home Affairs had also di-
rected the ROC to take ac-
tion against these firms in
the past, he said. During
questioning, Mohsin told
the police that he and his
friends along with some
foreign nationals had cre-
ated the Creative
Technology Company and
other firms, the official
said, adding that efforts
are on to trace his other as-
sociates. The cyber police
have asked banks to freeze
the accounts which were
used for the fraud, he said.

Man held from Bengaluru for duping Ch’garh doctor 
 Of Rs 87 lakh 

for investment in
‘fake’ stock 
market advisory Co

Raipur, May 18:

Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) on
Wednesday alleged that
corruption of nearly Rs
2500 crore has been done
under the patronage of
Chhattisgarh govern-
ment from the additional
food grain received from
Centre.

In a statement issued
here, the BJP spokesper-
son Kedar Kashyap
claimed that several
complaints have been re-
ceived about the denial of
the additional food
grains to the eligible peo-
ple holding ration cards
across Chhattisgarh.

Kashyap sought the
status of food grains de-
livered to people from
weaker section of society
from Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel who is
on 10-day tour to Bastar
after initial public con-

tact programme in
Sarguja region.

BJP leader said that
additional 5 kg of food
grain per person on
every ration card had to
be given to the people
after additional alloca-
tion from Centre but the
ration shops owners
have not delivered the ad-
ditional quota of food
grains.

Kashyap said that the
denial of additional
quota of food grains to
people is due to the cor-
ruption and added that
previously the
Chhattisgarh govern-
ment had denied residen-
tial quarters to people
under PM Housing
Scheme which is a cheat-
ing to the people.

BJP Spokesperson
said that Centre should
conduct investigation on
the above issue through
central agency.

BJP for probe 
into Rs 2500 cr food

grain scam

HNLU to organize
Int’nl conference 

RRaaiippuurr,,  MMaayy  1188::  In furtherance of
the responsibility towards the
cause environment, the
Hidayatullah National Law
University (HNLU) in collabora-
tion with the Global Network for
Human Rights and the
Environment is organizing an
International Conference on
Rights of Nature for Sustainable
Development. The Conference
will bring together specialists
from varied backgrounds for a
cross-disciplinary discussion on
the Rights of Nature. The
Conference will work on two
components, a Panel Discussion
of an hour’s duration among
Scholars from abroad & India and
a Paper Presentation of the
Selected Paper of two hour’s
duration. It is proposed that the
selected papers will be pub-
lished. The broad themes that
will receive attention are - Rights
of Nature v. Rights to Nature,
Rights of Nature v. Sustainable
Business, Rights of Nature and
Role of the Stakeholders for
Sustainable Development, Rights
of Nature and Role of Institutional
Mechanism, Rights of Nature and
Human Rights, Rights of Nature
and  Green Economy, Rights of
Nature and  Global Biodiversity,
Rights of Nature and Greening
Finance, Rights of Nature and
International Trade. 

Three IFS Officers 
of APCCF rank given

fresh postings
Central Chronicle News

Raipur, May 18: Three
Indian Forest Services
(IFS) officers of
Additional Principal Chief
Conservator of Forest
(APCCF) rank were given
fresh posting in a minor
reshuffle here.

According to the infor-
mation received, the 1989
batch IFS Officer Sanjay
Kumar Ojha has been en-
trusted with the new re-
sponsibility of APCCF
(Valuation) at the office of
PCCF Naya Raipur where-
as the 1994 batch IFS
Officer Arun Kumar
Pandey working as
Member Secretary of
Chhattisgarh Bio-
Diversity Board Naya
Raipur has been given ad-
ditional charge of GAD at
the office of PCCF.
Similarly, the 2001 batch
IFS Officer Shalini Raina
who has been working as
Chief Conservator of
Forest (CCF) has been give
the charge of Information
Technology CCF as
Independent charge at the
office of PCCF in the
reshuffle.

Konta, May 18: 

“Dear Chief Minister,
you have changed the face
of Naxal affected areas by
ensuring the repair and
renovation of roads,
camps and schools. Now
people in these areas do
not have the fear of
Naxalites. They want to
move forward, progress
and get the benefits of gov-
ernment schemes.

Madkam Mudraj, who
was once a naxalite com-
mander, narrated his past
to Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel at the
Chaupal program held in
Konta  and expressed his
desire to shake hands with

him. Chief Minister affa-
bly placed his hand on
Madkam’s shoulder and
shook hands with him.
Chief Minister appreciat-
ed and clapped for
Madkam for his coura-
geous return to the main-
stream.

Earlier, Madkam car-
ried a gun in his hand to
terrorize and kill people,
and today, he carries the
weapon to save people.
Madkam told that when he
was a part of Naxalite or-
ganization, he had to shed
the blood of his own broth-
ers. And it laid extremely
heavy on his conscience.
He could not sleep because
of the agonizing guilt.

Then one day he decided
to surrender. He went on
to become an SPO after
surrendering. Later, he
made his way up to the
post of constable, ASI, SI
and now he is DRG
Inspector.

Wife also had to under-
go Naxalite training:

Madkam informed CM
that when they were part
of the naxalite organiza-
tion, he and his wife had to
undergo intense training.
However, both of them
later decided to give up
this path of violence
against their own fellow-
men. Now they have re-
turned to the mainstream
and they are living a good
life.

‘Today, our children
have a decent lifestyle’:

Madkam said that today
they have acquired a de-
cent social status. With his
stable job and good salary,
Madkam is providing a de-
cent lifestyle and proper
education to his children
in Swamy Atmanand Govt
English Medium School
(SAEGMS).

Ex-Naxalite Commander all praise
for devp works in Naxal areas

Hails CM for getting the roads repaired and renovated and works in the camps and schools

 Madkam Mudraj
narrated his ordeal
to the CM 

RRaaiippuurr,,  MMaayy  1188::

A video of talks between Dy.
Collector Anuradha Agrawal
posted in Mungeli and a female
representative Khushboo
Aditya Vaishnav has become
viral on social media. In this
Khushboo Vaishnav has posted
in her Facebook writing a cap-
tion and made it viral saying
that this Janpad officer is
demanding bribe to make
ration card. This video created
sensation in the region and so
far there is no official confir-
mation about genuineness of
this video. 

In the video by Khushboo
Aditya Vaishnav has charged
that Janpad CEO Anuradha
Agrawal of demanding cash for
making of ration card. In this
video the female officer is
heard saying that the MLA’s
party worker and Sagar
Bhaiyya has to be managed. All
the more if this video is at all
genuine that it is highly shame-
ful and speaks of level of cor-
ruption at different levels of
government offices and that
too with involvement of public
representatives and others in
it.

In context of this video Dy.
Collector Anuradha Agrawal
termed it as fake and turned
down all the allegations made.
She charged that this video has
been manipulated and an
attempt has been made to
malign her image. She clarified

that the person with whom she
is conversing was demanding
to make Ration Card of about
one & half dozen persons and
on which she has said that it
will be made as per the rules
and the procedure.

Dy. Collector has also
charged that the public repre-
sentative making this video
was pressurizing here to make
ration cards going against the
rules and since she refused to
do so, she is being targetted by
manipulating the video and
trying to defame her. She also
informed that this video is
about  one & half to two
months old, when she was CEO
Janpad in Lormi. At present she
is on maternity leave. 

In this entire case and V-P
Janpad Panchayat and State
Mahila Congress Secretary
Khushboo Aditya Vaishnav
charged that the former
Janpad CEO has demanded Rs
2000 per ration card. Since the
Janpad of district has been
authorized to make ration card
and she approached her to
make ration card of 18 villagers
and she urged her to do the
needful. On this the then ex-
CEO said that whatever cash is
required please do the same.

On the other hand, the
Collector Dr Gaurav Kumar
Singh said that it is only upon
confirmation of genuineness of
the video that necessary action
will be taken against the
accused.

Video of Dy. Collector become
viral, denies all allegations

23 SHOs 
transferred in
Police admn

reshuffle
CCeennttrraall  CChhrroonniiccllee  NNeewwss

RRaaiippuurr,,  MMaayy  1188::  In a significant
reshuffle among Station House
Officers (SHOs), the Senior
Superintendent of Police (SSP)
Raipur Prashant Agrawal on
Wednesday changed the officers
of 23 Police Stations of the
District. Prominent among those
who have been shifted in the
reshuffle include Telibandha SHO
Sonal Gwala to Khamtarai Police
Station, DD Nagar Station SHO
Yogita Kharpade to Vidhan Sabha
Police Station whereas the pres-
ent incumbent Sanjiv Mishra has
been shifted to Rajendra Nagar
and Purani Basti SHO Brajesh
Tiwari has been transferred to
Kharora SHO in rural unit. Reserve
Police Line Inspector Santram
Soni has been made SHO of
Amanaka, Deepesh Jaiswal to
Azad Chowk, Abhinavkant Singh
to DD Nagar, Rakesh Kumar
Choubey to Devendra Nagar,
Shivendra Singh Rajput to
Dharshiwa, Ashish Kumar Yadav
to Ganj Thana, Satendra Singh to
Gobra-Nawapara, Brajesh Kumar
Patel to Gudhiyari Thana, Kumar
Gaurav Sahu to Khamhardih,
Umesh Tandon to Kotwali Thana,
Alezander Keero to Mana, Vijay
Thakur to Mujgahan, Deepak
Paswan to Pandri, Lakhan Patel to
Purani Basti, Shruti Chakravorty
to Saraswati Nagar, Bhavesh
Gautam to Telibandha, Suresh
Dhurv to Urla whereas Naval
Kashyap has been given the
responsibility of Traffic SHO in the
reshuffle.

Raipur, May 18:

The delegation of the
Raipur, Bastar, Koraput
Transport Association
(R-B-KTA) met State
Transport Minister
Mohammad Akbar
here. They apprised the
Transport Minister of
the problems being
faced by the union
members in getting
their trucks loaded with
iron ore in the Bastar
region.

In a discussion with
the Transport Minister,
the members of the
Raipur, Bastar Koraput
Transport Association
said that the agreement
with Bastar Transport
Association regarding
getting iron ore load to
trucks in Bastar region
is not being followed.

They sought coopera-
tion in resolving the
problems being faced in
this regard.

Transport Minister
Mr. Mohd. Akbar as-
sured them of taking
the initiative as much
as possible. Patron in
the delegation of
Raipur, Bastar Koraput
Transport Association -
Mr. Jaspreet Singh
Dhillon, President - Mr.
Sukhdev Singh Sidhu,
Secretary - Mr. Harneet
Singh Sidhu, Vice-
President - Mr.
Jaswinder Singh Sidhu,
Maninder Singh,
Treasurer - Mr. Diwakar
Awasthi along with
Dalwinder Singh,
Bhagwant Singh, Jagjit
Singh, Kuljit Singh and
Kuldeep Singh were
present.

R-B-KTA delegation 
met Transport Minister
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PRAYERS TO SHIVLING

CM Bhupesh Baghel first visited the Shri Ram Lingeshwar temple in Konta and offered prayed to the pillar, Shivling,
and Nandi and sought blessings for peace and prosperity of all.

Konta, May 18:

The Chief Minister
started the second phase
of the Bhent-Mulaqat pro-
gram today. In the second
phase of this ambitious
campaign, the chief min-
ister is visiting the Bastar
zone. He has started the
campaign from Bastar’s
Konta Vidhan Sabha. The
Chief Minister reached
Konta from Raipur today
for the Bhent Mulaqat
program. A large crowd
had gathered to welcome
him at the temporary heli-
pad in the Higher
Secondary Girls School in
Konta. During the wel-
come, the Chief Minister
was presented with a tra-
ditional bouquet made of
Chhind leaves. The Chief
Minister also greeted the
gathering. Before the
Bhent Mulaqat program
in Konta, the Chief
Minister first visited the
Shri Ram Lingeshwar
temple and prayed to the
pillar, Shivling, and
Nandi. He wished for the
happiness and prosperity
of the state’s residents.
On this occasion, the
Minister of Commerce

Kawasi Lakhma, and
MLA Deepak Baij were
also present . The Chief
Minister will be touring
the Vidhansabha regions

of Bastar from May 18 to
June 2 under the second
phase of the Bhent-
Mulaqat campaign in
Bastar. Starting from the

Konta Vidhan Sabha re-
gion, the Chief Minister
visited the Community
Health Center for inspec-
tion after praying in the
Shri Ram Lingeshwar
Temple. He surveyed the
healthcare facilities in the
Community Health
Center and enquired
about the availability of
the medicines. He also
talked to the senior pa-
tients admitted there.
Chief Minister is con-
ducting Bhent Mulaqat in
all the 90 Vidhansabha re-
gions in the state. During
the first phase of the
Bhent Mulaqat campaign,
Chief Minister Baghel
was in Sarguja Division
from  May 4 to 11.

During this time, he vis-
ited 8 Vidhan Sabha re-
gions in 3 districts. There,
he reviewed the imple-
mentation of the govern-
ment schemes and
whether the schemes are
benefitting the people.
The Chief Minister
Baghel directly talked to
the public with the aim of
contact-conversation-so-
lution and helped in solv-
ing their problems. On the
demand of the people in
the region, the Chief
Minister also presented
many offerings in accor-
dance with the public de-
sire.

CM starts second phase of 
the ‘Bhent-Mulaqat Campaign’

CM was presented with a traditional bouquet made of
Chhind leaves on his arrival in Konta VS.

CM surveyed the healthcare facilities in the 
Community Health Center and enquired about the 

availability of the medicines.

 Started 
in Bastar’s Konta
Vidhan Sabha

Raipur, May 18: 

The Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel has pro-
posed the initiative to or-
ganize Sports Competition
2022 to encourage new play-
ers of the state and provide
them with more and more
opportunities in the field of
sports. This competition
will be held in all the urban
and rural regions at the de-
velopment block and dis-

trict levels by the Sports
and Youth Welfare
Department. It will be or-
ganized in the junior and
sub-junior categories for
both boys and girls. The
winning teams and players

will be given sports equip-
ment as rewards and incen-
tives. At the development
block level, Hockey,
Football, Kabaddi, and Kho-
Kho will be played as group
sports; under individual

sports, athletics (400 m.
run), badminton, and
wrestling will be played. At
the district level, Hockey,
Football, Kho kho, Kabaddi,
Cricket, and two traditional
sports from Chhattisgarh
will be played as group
sports; under individual
sports, athletics (400 m.
run), badminton, wrestling,
and two traditional sports
from Chhattisgarh will be
played.

‘Sports Competition 2022’ will be organized to provide opportunities 

 To the emerging players of the state; A special
initiative by CM

 Traditional sports of Chhattisgarh will be
included in the competition

Third Electoral Literacy festival 2022 held at CU

RRaaiippuurr,,  MMaayy  1188::  CAIT  National
Vice President Amar Parwani,
chairman Mangelal Maloo,
Amar Gidwani, State President
Jitendra Doshi,  States Working
President Vikram Singh Deo,
Parmanand Jain, Vashu
Makhija, State General
Secretary Suriender Singh,
State Working General
Secretary Bharat Jain, State
Treasurer Ajay Agrawal and
state media incharge Sanjay
Choubey informed that  “Much
against the declared spirit of
GST as Good & Simple Tax , the
GST has become a “colonial
taxation system”  quite away
from the ground realities of
business conducted in India .
More than 1100 amendments
in 4 years of GST implementa-
tion in India by the GST Council
in Act and Rules under GST has
made the taxations system
much complicated and put
much compliance burden on
the traders, which is also
against the vision of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi for
bringing ease of doing busi-
ness-said Confederation of All
India Traders (CAIT)  at Surat
while addressing the traders of
Surat at a conference held by
Southern Gujrat Chamber of

Commerce and tax advocates
meeting held by Surat Tax Bar
Association. The CAIT has
called for a review of GST Act
and Rules after having more
than 4 years of experience both
by the Governments and
traders. There is an emergent
need to simplify and rationalize
the tax structure in India.
CAIT National Vice  President
Mr. Amar Parwani  and State
President Mr. Jitendra Doshi
said that even after about 4
years of GST implementation
in India, the GST portal is still
struggling with many chal-
lenges. The rules are amended
but the portal fails to update
with said amendments timely.
so far no National Appellate
Tribunal has been constituted.
No Central Advance Ruling
Authority has been constituted
giving a free hand to states to
interpret the law in their own
way distorting the fundamen-
tals of “One Nation-One Tax”.
The GST Authorities are more
interested in GST compliances
but never thought that large
chunk of traders in the country
are yet to adopt computeriza-
tion in their existing business.
format and no step has been
taken to equip the traders with

computers etc. Parwani  and
Doshi  said that in a recent
Rule, the GST Authorities have
thrown all canons of natural
justice by empowering the
Authorities to cancel GST
Registration of any trader with-
out giving him any notice or an
opportunity of hearing.
Unfettered and arbitrary pow-
ers are given to officers with-
out realising the misuse of
such powers which may lead to
corruption. The GST law has
been greatly distorted by the
Authorities which is evident
from the fact that since the
date of GST implementation till
31st December,2020, total 927
notifications have been issued,
in 2017 -  298, in 2018 - 256, in
2019 - 239 and in 2020 - 137
notifications have been issued
.In such a situation how can we
expect from traders to comply
with timely compliance of the
taxation system.

Mr. Parwani and Mr. Doshi
said that they wish to resolve
these issues by way of dialogue
with the Finance Minister . We
are more inclined to join hands
with the Government in widen-
ing the tax base, increase in
revenue but with simplification
of tax regime.

GST has become colonial
taxation system: CAIT

Raipur, May 18: Tennis
players are soon going to
get the gift of an interna-
tional level tennis acade-
my and stadium. The acad-
emy is being built on two
acres near Indira Gandhi
Agricultural University
Labhandi, Raipur. 50%
work has been completed.
All India Tennis
Association General
Secretary, Anil Dhupar
along with Chhattisgarh
Tennis Association,
General Secretary,
Gurcharan Singh Hora re-
viewed the progress of the
construction work.

Both the office bearers
were accorded a warm
welcome by Tennis
Association, Working
President, Avtar Singh

Juneja, Secretary,
Rupendra Singh Chauhan,
Sushil Balani, Ram Avtar
Agarwal, Pravesh Joshi
Rishi Bansor along with
District President of
Olympic Association Dr.
Atul Shukla. On this occa-
sion, Deputy Director
Sports Youth Welfare
Department Pranav Singh
was present.

Anil Dhupar, All India
Tennis Association
General Secretary ex-
pressed happiness about
the construction work of
the academy. He highly ap-
preciated the work of
Gurcharan Singh Hora,
General Secretary of the
State Tennis Association.
General Secretary Hora,
while discussing in detail

about the Tennis Academy
with National Tennis
Association General
Secretary Anil Dhupar,
thanked the Tennis
Association President and
State Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel for the
construction of this
Academy.

It is worth mentioning
that the state government
has made a provision of
one crore 70 lakh for set up
and equipment in the
budget. The academy is
being built at a cost of 17
crores. Admin building,
hostel building and tennis
court are being construct-
ed in the tennis stadium.

The ground floor will
have a seating capacity of
3500 audiences with wait-
ing rooms, reception, two
changing rooms, two halls,
parking area, gym, dining
area, waiting area in the
first floor and VIP lounge
in the second floor. 17
room hostel. There will
also be arrangements for
the players to stay here.
There will be seven courts.
It will have a center court
and audience gallery with
capacity of 5000 people.

Tennis players to get Int’nl level
tennis academy and stadium

Konta, May 18: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
distributed Forestland
Rights Recognition
Certificates to the benefici-
aries in Bhent-Mulaqat pro-
gramme organized today at
Konta Nagar Panchayat
falling under Konta assem-
bly constituency.

The Chief Minister
handed over certificates to
a total of 291 beneficiaries
187 of Errabor, 25 of
Dubbatota, 19 of
Vanjamugda, 14 of
Phandiguda, 12 of
Ekalguda, 9 of Jagavaram,
7 of Pedakisoli, 1 of

Odinguda, 4 of Barremoga,
2 of Metaguda, 3 of
Burguda and 8 of
Asirguda. After receiving
their certificates, the vil-
lagers expressed their grat-
itude towards CM Bhupesh
Baghel, Industries Minister
Kawasi Lakhma and local
MLA. Chief Minister also
distributed power sprayers
to a total of 10 farmers of
Dhondhara, Konta, Penta,
Nagalgunda, Pedakurti,
Mulakisoli, Errabor, and
Dubbatota.

Besides, Chief Minister
also distributed an amount
of Rs 3 lakh 40 thousand 460
to a total of 20 Tendupatta
collectors of Errabor,
Barremoga, Odinguda and
Maraiguda Forests.

CM handed over forestland
right recognition certificates 

 To 291 villagers of
12 villages

‘Take strong action in
social boycott case’

RRaaiippuurr,,  MMaayy  1188::
Renowned oph-
thalmologist and
president of
Andhha Sharddha
Nirmoolan Samiti
Dr Dinesh Mishra
mentioned about the case of
social boycott which came to
fore from Ratakhar in Korba
district. Dr Mishra informed
that victim family is in trouble
following social boycott and
accordingly Dr Mishra wrote to
the state home minister
demanding a competent law
against this crime and justice to
the victim family. As informed,
Gita Kahra and her family is
facing social boycott for the
last few months. Geeta added
that when complained at local
level it was communicated that
social boycott has been with-
drawn but in reality nothing has
happened. Geeta mentioned
that society has came out with
new demand like payment of
fine and touch the feet of all
society members to seek apolo-
gy. Dr Mishra further said,
news keep appearing in news-
papers about suicide, murder,
torture and fleeing of victim
families following social boy-
cott. In this connection he
strongly felt of formulating a
strict law to tackle the menace
which exist in the society.

RRaaiippuurr,,  MMaayy  1188::  

Prerna Summer Camp
organised by Prajapita
Brahmakumari Ishwariya
Vishwavidyalaya concluded
with a colorful cultural pro-
gram. In the closing ceremony,
Additional Director General of
Police Pradeep Gupta,
Additional Collector, Ujjwal
Porwal and Regional Director,
Brahma Kumari Kamala Didi
distributed prizes to the win-
ning participants. Additional
Director General of Police
Pradeep Gupta while appreci-
ating the Brahma Kumaris
Sansthan for the summer
camp and said that it is much
needed at the present time. 

This is the right time to sow
the seeds of good qualities
and values in children. There
is flexibility in them at this
time. The formation of person-
ality in the true sense and the
direction of life can be done in
this period. We  can make our-
selves who we want to be. 

He said that nowadays chil-
dren are wasting their pre-
cious time on social media.
Parents and teachers are not
able to do anything even if
they want to. Appreciating the
cultural program, he said that
creativity is visible in the chil-

dren. Extending his best wish-
es, Additional Collector Ujjwal
Porwal said that the summer
camp would be helpful in the
character development of the
children. Raja Yoga practice
will prove helpful in develop-
ing their concentration. Yoga
makes us efficient. 

This is the age of competi-
tion, in this we should have the
ability to bear not only suc-
cess but also failure. There is a
solution to every problem in
the world so never get dis-
couraged. He pointed out the
need to organize such pro-
grams for children time and
again. Regional Director,
Brahma Kumari Kamala Didi
said in her blessings that chil-
dren get the mostly inspired
from their parents. Seeing
them, they tries to be like that.
Coming to the Brahma

Kumaris Sansthan, she
learned that the deeds I would
do, would be done by other
people after seeing me. Due to
this, they keep a lot of atten-
tion on their deeds. She
requested the parents present
in the function to share their
time with the children instead
of wasting their time in TV and
mobile so that the children get
love and create belonging-
ness. Brahma Kumari Smriti
Didi also addressed the func-
tion. Some children also nar-
rated their memoirs on this
occasion. Neelam Sahu told
that she is attending the
Brahma Kumaris summer
camp since she was in the
third grade. She achieved con-
centration through Raja Yoga
practice. As a result, she has
secured 94 percent marks in
the 10th board this year.

Chanchal Jethwani said that
she has attended many sum-
mer camps, but the goal I
wanted to achieve was met by
coming to Brahma Kumaris
Summer Camp. I came to
know how to increase concen-
tration here, she added.
Rupesh Kashyap narrated that
all children should learn Raja
Yoga meditation. This has a
good effect on their academic
result.

Life of parents should be 
inspirational for children:  Kamala Didi 

BBiillaassppuurr,,  MMaayy  1188::  

The 3rd Electoral Literacy
Festival, 2022 was organized
by the Political Science
Department of Guru Ghasidas
Central University on
Wednesday, May 11, in the
Silver Jubilee Auditorium,
inspired by the Election
Literacy Club program run by
the Election Commission. 

This program was based
on the main theme ‘My vote
is not only my right but my
power’. The Chief Guest in
this program was Professor
B.N. Tiwary, the Special
Guests were Professor
Nilambari Dave, Head of
Department of Home
Science, Saurashtra
University, and Dr. Praveen
Kumar Mishra, Dean Faculty
of Social Sciences. The pro-
gram was presided over by
Dr. Anupama Saxena, Head of
the Department of Political
Science. 

The program started with
the release of the poster of
the program by the guests
and presentation of the out-
line and importance of the
program by the student
Samiksha Nair. The program
was started by presenting
melodious election songs like

‘Vote dekar hum farz nib-
hanega, loktantra ka hum
parv manayenge’ by the stu-
dents of Political Science
Department.

After that, in a very beauti-
ful and commendable man-
ner, through a street play
whose main theme was ‘My
Vote, my future’, the students
showed the importance of
voting, which captivated the
hearts of all the guests. In the
next episode, the poster and
painting making and slogan
writing competition entries
displayed before the guests
under the ‘Wall of
Democracy’ activity were
inspected. Slogan writing
under Democracy Wall
Activity (Theme of My Vote,
My Future), Poster and
Painting Making Competition
(theme: Voting thoughtfully
and ethically), and “Model
Code of Conduct” were
organized. 

These activities were high-
ly appreciated by the guests
for the skills of the students.
Under this program, a debate
competition was also organ-
ized on the subject ‘There
should be a minimum educa-
tional qualification for con-
testing elections’, in which
the students participated

enthusiastically. In this
sequence, ‘Model Voting’
activity was also organized in
this festival under which the
process from voter registra-
tion to the cast of vote was
demonstrated practically. In
this activity, the students
presented the work of all the
officials related to the voting
process along with their roles
through the activity.
Addressing the audience at
the program, Chief Guest
Professor B.N. Tiwary said
that the students are full of
talents. This is a commend-
able initiative of the
Department of Political
Science, which stressed on
the need to make people
aware of the election system
and on showing the impor-
tance of voting. He further
said that he wished to organ-
ize this festival not only at
the department level but also
at the university level in a big
way.  Professor Nilambari
Dave, the Special Guest of
this program said that the
glimpse of hard work of all
you teachers and students
was definitely displayed in
this program. This program
will develop personality,
mental skills, morals and
physical strength. Apart from

their skills, the students of
this university are also ready
and forward in the field of
education, which is a matter
of pride for the university.

Professor Praveen Mishra,
Dean of Social Sciences said
that being the Dean of talent-
ed students like you, I am
very happy today. From the
very beginning, the
Department of Political
Science is waving its flag in
all fields. The major groups of
the university like Tarang and
Udaan are products of this
Department of Political
Science which is a matter of
pride for the department. I
am always there for all possi-
ble help to all of you stu-
dents. 

The program was coordi-
nated by students Sapna
Nayak, Himanshu Singh
Rathore and Sonia Jaswal and
conducted by students
Naman Jaswal and Moushumi
Namdev and vote of thanks
was presented by the stu-
dents Pratishtha Pandey and
Stuti Dinkar. On this occa-
sion, all the teachers of the
department, research schol-
ars and a large number of
students were present in the
program and made the pro-
gram successful.



Central Chronicle News

BBiirrkkoonnii,,  MMaayy  1188::  The student Sita
Sahu of Class 12th from Good
Shepherd English Medium HS
School (GSEMHSS), Mahasamund
secured 84.2% marks in Biology
and topped in the School. She also
secured 77.6% marks in the addi-
tional Mathematics subject. On
this achievement, both the School
Management and villagers are
feeling proud. Sita Sahu was tal-
ented since beginning and used to
study regularly and with due seri-
ousness and has got identity as
silent and disciplined student. Sita

Sahu passes
on the credit
of her
achievement
to her parent
and teach-
ers. The local
public repre-
sentat ives
and social
workers have wished all the best
to Sita Sahu in all her future en-
deavours and extended greetings
to her. Father of Sita Sahu is
Chitrasen Sahu and is working as
teacher in Government Naveen
Kanya School in Birkoni.

Central Chronicle News

Pithora, May 18: The in-
cidents of theft are on the
rise in the city and rural
areas and the movement
and vigilance of the local
police is only limited to
daily routine and it has
proved to be utter failure
in nabbing the accused
and this has increased con-
cern on part of common
men, businessmen, shop-
keepers and others who
work day & night to create
some wealth and becom-
ing easy target of thieves.

Last night the thieves
strike rich breaking open
the shutter of the Sinha
Jewellery shop near Bus
Stand area and ran away
with gold and silver jew-
elleries worth lakhs.
Sandeep Sinha -the owner
of Sinha Jewellery came

to know about the incident
when the passer-by in-
formed him about it.
Immediate he informed it
to the Police and on which
SP Vivek Shukla, Addl. SP
Megha reached the site
along with other police-
men and started the in-
vestigation.

It was learnt that the
incident took place
around 3-4 on intervening
night of Monday-Tuesday
and the thieves broke
open the shutter of the
shop ran away with cash
and jewelleries. Before
they could have looted
other jewelleries, the
horn of a bread vehicle
all of them left a bagful of
gold and silver jewelleries
and ran-away.

The Police started
checking the CCTV

footage in the lanes & by-
lanes of that area. Prior to
this it was on May 11 that
cash and jewellery worth
Rs 9.20 lakh was stolen and
till date the police has not
solved this theft. After this
second theft incident the

people are in state of fear.
In view of this District

Panchayat President
Usha Patel, shopkeeper
Anoop Garg, litterateur
Santosh Gupta met SP,
ASP and held talks with
them and urged to in-
crease frequency of day
and night patrolling in
the city and nearby rural
areas and check with sus-
pects and ensure proper
patrolling even in the
small lanes & by-lanes, so
as to put a check on in-
creasing theft incidents.
On the increasing theft
incident the Addl. SP re-
fused to comment upon
when contacted.
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Kulhadighat presents a better picture after Cong Govt came to power

Sheikh Hassan Khan after

visiting Kulhadighat

Mainpur, May 18: On
May 21, death of anniver-
sary of former Prime
Minister Late Rajiv
Gandhi will be observed
and as like yesteryears
Congress leaders from dif-
ferent places will assemble
in this Rajiv Gandhi adopt-
ed village which is located
inside deep forest and 18
km far off from tehsil
headquarter Mainpur.

It needs to be mentioned
here, on July 14, 1985 then
Prime Minister Late Rajiv
Gandhi visited this village
along with his wife and
present President of
Congress Sonia Gandhi.

They had spent almost an
hour with this special
backward caste Kamar
tribe and also observed

from close proximity life
of Kamar tribes.

Rajiv Gandhi adopted
this village and made
available good roads,
power, potable water and
other basic facilities to
this village. Now, 15 years
after Congress govern-
ment came to power in
state the picture of
Kulhadighat has changed
but the fate of dependent
villages like Tarajhar,
Kurvapani, Matal and
Bhaludiggi remains the

same and still await basic
infrastructures.

The villagers in this
scorching heat have no ac-
cess to clean drinking
water and villagers are
making arrangement of
water by digging the bed of
dry rivers and rivulets in
this area. The other facili-
ties like power, health and
education are still a dream
for these villagers.

This correspondent
when visited this village
recently came to know
that villagers are making
preparation to observe
death anniversary of late
Rajiv Gandhi on May 21.
The villagers were clean-
ing the bust of Rajiv
Gandhi established here
and others  were busy
preparing the itinerary of
programme.

Village sarpanch Mrs
Dhanmoti Sori and
Kamar samaj president
Bansingh Sori said, on
July 14, 1985 former
Prime Minister landed
here from helicopter and
along with his wife Sonia
Gandhi was also present.

Rajiv Gandhi adopted this
village and this tiny vil-
lage became popular in
the map of India.

Rajiv Gandhi was ac-
companied by then CM of
MP Motilal Vora, Digvijay
Singh, MP Pawan Diwan
and other big leaders of
the party. Rajiv then tra-
versed through the streets
of this village and closely
understood the problems
which existed there. He
visited the hut of Kamar
women Baldi Bai and ac-
cepted food from her.

After Rajiv Gandhi
adopted this village efforts
were made to make avail-
able agriculture and other
employment facilities
here. Now, after the death
of Rajiv Gandhi villagers
established bust of Rajiv
Gandhi in this village and
every year his death an-
niversary is observed.

Congress leaders like
former CM Ajit Jogi,
present VS Speaker
Charan Das Mahant, cab-
inet minister Mohammed
Akbar and other leaders
keep coming here on May

21. Last year PCC Chief
Mohan Markam was
present in this village on
May 21.

Markam met the tribals
and after understanding
their problems through or-
ganization wrote to CM
Bhupesh Baghel for the
upliftment of
Kulhadighat. Whenever
any Congress leader visits
Mainpur, they nrver forget
to visit Kulhadighat and
pay tributes to Rajiv
Gandhi there.

Villagers impatiently
wait for CM Baghel

15 years after Congress
came to power in state
Kulhadighat has again
come to limelight.The
local administration is
active in developing the
village and a garden is
being developed at  Rajiv
Gandhi Chowk. Former
sarpanch Bansingh Sori
said, several delegations
from the villages have
visited CM to invite him
for the death anniversary

programme on May 21
and are anxiously wait-
ing for his arrival.

Dependent villages far
away from development

Though Kalhadighat is
developing, dependent vil-
lages like Tarajhar,
Kurvapani, Matal and
Bhaludiggi cry for basic
facilities and are strug-
gling with heap of prob-
lems. Kamar Development
Project has not touched de-
pendent villages The vil-
lages situated on hill top
have not been visited by
the officers responsible for
implementation of
Development Project.
Rahul Gandhi made former

sarpanch sit by his side
Former National

President of Congress
Rahul Gandhi visited
Raipur in February and
during his visit invited na-
tional president of Kamar
tribe and former
sarpanch Bansingh Sori
to Raipur. Rahul asked
Sori about the activities of
his village and even took
lunch with him.

Problems of dependent villages remain unchanged 

Bust of Rajiv Gandhi in village. Signboard of the village. Old picture of Rajiv Gandhi during his visit to Kulhadighat. Normal activity in the village.

Rahul Gandhi taking lunch with former sarpanch Bansingh Sori. A Kamar women busy making basket.

Theft incidents on the rise, citizens in dilemma
Last two theft incident remain unsolved

Sinha Jewellery shop where theft incident took place.  

Sita Sahu

Sita tops in Biology from GSEMHSS

WATER CRISIS 

Residents collect drinking water from a tanker at Laxmi Bai Nagar in New Delhi, Wednesday.
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BRIEF

Three killed
 Mathura (UP): Three

pilgrims were killed
and 36 others injured
when a bus carrying
60 people rammed
into a truck on the
Yamuna Expressway
here, police said on
Wednesday.
Superintendent of
Police (Rural), Shrish
Chandra, said the ac-
cident took place near
Bajna on Tuesday
night when the bus
carrying pilgrims
from Shahdara area of
Delhi rammed into a
truck laden with
building material
from behind. The bus
passengers were re-
turning after offering
prayers in Vrindavan.

Road accident 
 Bhadohi (UP): An

SUV collided with a
truck here in the early
hours of Wednesday,
leaving three mem-
bers of a marriage
party dead and 15 oth-
ers injured, police
said. The SUV was
carrying a marriage
party from Pakri vil-
lage to Amvakhurd
village when the acci-
dent took place, a po-
lice official said.
Locals rushed the in-
jured to the Maharaja
Balwant Singh
Government Hospital
in the district from
where seven have
been referred to a
trauma centre in
Varanasi.

Demolition drives 
 New Delhi: The Delhi

government has
sought a detailed re-
port from the BJP-
ruled civic bodies on
the demolition drives
being conducted by
them across the city
since April 1, officials
sources said on
Wednesday. This
comes days after a se-
ries of anti-encroach-
ment drives were con-
ducted by the three
civic bodies in differ-
ent parts of the city
including Shaheen
Bagh, Jahangirpuri
Madanpur Khadar,
New Friends Colony,
Mangolpuri, Rohini,
Gokulpuri, Lodhi
Colony, Janakpuri
among others.

Rs 2cr gold band 
 Shirdi: A Hyderabad-

based devotee has do-
nated a band made of
gold worth Rs 2 crore
to the famous Saibaba
temple in
Maharashtra’s Shirdi
town, temple authori-
ties said on
Wednesday. The devo-
tee, Parthsarthi
Reddy, wanted to do-
nate the gold band for
the Saibaba idol’s
throne in 2016, but the
required procedure
could not be complet-
ed then and the
process later got de-
layed due to the
COVID-19 pandemic,
the temple trust’s
CEO, Bhagyashri
Banayat, said.

Fire in  godown
 Thane: A fire broke

out on Wednesday in a
godown where some
chemicals were kept
in Maharashtra’s
Thane district, a civic
official said. No one
was injured in the
blaze which erupted
around 7.30 am in the
godown located at
Mankoli in Bhiwandi
town here, Thane
Municipal
Corporation’s region-
al disaster manage-
ment cell chief
Avinash Sawant said.
Some chemicals used
for wood polish were
stored in the premis-
es, he said. Two fire
engines were rushed
to the spot and efforts
were still on to douse
the blaze, he said.

Varanasi, May 18:

Slamming AIMIM chief
Asaduddin Owaisi for his
opposition to the survey at
Gyanvapi mosque in
Varanasi, Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP)
Minority Morcha
spokesperson Syed Yaser
Jilani on Tuesday said
Owaisi is trying to “pro-
voke a section and playing
the victim card”.

Speaking to ANI, Jilani
said, “Asaduddin Owaisi is
doing the work of devils.

“Owaisi is known for op-
posing whatever work is

done according to the
Constitution of India. He
talks about Article 6 of the
1991 Act. But, he does not
discuss Article 4, which is
for worship. Asaduddin
Owaisi’s only job is to ob-
struct any good work in
every way.”

Jilani said that the facts
should be produced before
the court. “Let people
know what facts come out.
Do you (Owaisi) have faith
in the Constitution of
India or not? If you have
faith, you should wait.
But, Asaduddin Owaisi is
constantly trying to pro-

voke a section, a commu-
nity, intimidating people,
playing the victim card,”
stated Jilani. Asked about
the claims of finding a
Shivling in the Gyanvapi
Masjid premises, Jilani
said, “The people of India
trust the court. I believe
that thesurvey report will
be given due consideration
by the court. Whoever is
on the other side, also has
the right to move to the
Supreme Court. Our
Constitution has given
everyone the same power.”

All India Majlis-e-
Ittehadul Muslimeen
(AIMIM) chief Asaduddin
Owaisi on Tuesday termed
the Varanasi court’s order
on the Kashi-Vishwanath
temple-Gyanvapi Mosque
issue as wrong, unfair and
illegal. Earlier on Monday,
the Varanasi court direct-
ed the district administra-
tion to seal the spot of the
survey inside the complex
where allegedly ‘Shivling’
has been found by the sur-
veying team.

Gyanvapi: BJP neta says
Owaisi playing victim card

FARMERS PROTEST

Farmers of the Samyukta Kisan Morcha protest near Chandigarh-Mohali border after being stopped from heading
towards Chandigarh, in Mohali, Wednesday.

Uttarakhand, May 18:

Two trekkers from
Uttar Pradesh who were
stranded for over 48
hours during an expedi-
tion in Pithoragarh dis-
trict of Uttarakhand
have been rescued by a
team of the ITBP, a sen-
ior officer said on
Wednesday. Vishal
Gangwar (28) and
Santosh Kumar (30) start-
ed their trek to Khaliya
Top in the district on
Sunday. The duo got
stranded near Birthi fall
in Munsiyari, away from
the seven-km-long
trekking route, and
somehow managed to
call for help from their
phone, an Indo-Tibetan
Border Police (ITBP)
spokesperson said. The
14th battalion of the

ITBP stationed in the
area was alerted by the
authorities and two
teams were dispatched
for the rescue operation,
he said. One of the
teams intercepted the
climbers on Tuesday
night near the Birthi fall
area, he said.

The trekkers were de-
hydrated and hungry and
the ITBP teams provided
them with food and
water, the senior officer
said. “The rescue opera-
tion is still on. The res-
cue team tried to call a
helicopter but due to
steep gradient, forest and
weather hazards, it was
not possible to airlift
them,” he said. The team
is in the process of tak-
ing the trekkers to safety
through the land route,
the spokesperson said.

ITBP rescues trekkers
stranded in Uttarakhand

VVaarraannaassii,,  MMaayy  1188::

The All India Muslim
Personal Law Board (AIMPLB)
has asked the Centre and the
state governments to clarify
their stand on the alleged tar-
geting of places of worship of
Muslims in the country. 

The board has also decided
to provide legal aid to the
Intezamiya Masajid Committee
and its lawyers in the Gyanvapi
Masjid case and launch a
nationwide agitation, if neces-
sary, to apprise the public
about the “real intention” of
creating disputes over the
places of worship. An emer-
gency virtual meeting of the
board’s Working Committee
was held late on Tuesday night
in which many important deci-
sions were taken, AIMPLB
executive member Qasim
Rasool Ilyas told PTI on
Wednesday. 

The AIMPLB, a leading
organisation of Muslims in the
country, is a non-government
body constituted in 1973 to
adopt suitable strategies for
the protection and continued
applicability of Muslim
Personal Law in India, most
importantly the Muslim
Personal Law (Shariat)
Application Act of 1937. 

Referring to the issues of
Gyanvapi Masjid in Varanasi
and the Shahi Masjid Idgah in
Mathura, Ilyas said, “It was
regretted during the meeting
that the places of worship of
Muslims in the country are
being targeted and Religious
Places Act of 1991, which was
enacted in Parliament with the
consent of all, is being openly
flouted. 

It is a matter of great regret
that the central government
and the state governments are
silent on this. 

Why are mosques being
targeted, asks AIMPLB

Bengaluru, May 18 (PTI):

Senior politician
Basavaraj Horatti, who re-
cently resigned as the
Chairman of Karnataka
Legislative Council and
MLC, on Wednesday
joined the BJP.

He joined the party in
the presence of Chief
Minister Basavaraj
Bommai, former Chief
Minister Jagadish Shettar,
BJP national General
Secretary C T Ravi,
Ministers R Ashoka,
Govind Karjol, C C Patil
among others. “Basavaraj
Horatti has been a mem-

ber of the Legislative
Council for nearly 45 years
and has served as its
Chairman and Minister.
He is a leader with lot of
experience, commands a
lot of respect and has been
working for the cause of
teachers.

After deciding to join
BJP he met Union Home
Minister Amit Shah and
resigned from his post and
has officially joined the
party today,” Bommai
said.

Speaking to reporters
after welcoming the senior
leader, he said, BJP is or-
ganising a huge pro-
gramme in Hubballi short-
ly, to mark his induction
into the party.

“His joining has
strengthened the party. No
one has the record of
being an MLC for such a
long time in the entire
country.

Basavaraj Horatti joins BJP

Nagpur, May 18 (PTI):

The Nagpur ATS unit
has arrested a Jaish-e-
Mohammed (JeM) terror-
ist from Jammu &
Kashmir who had alleged-
ly conducted a recce of Dr
Hedgewar Smriti Bhawan
of the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh
(RSS) here in
Maharashtra last year, an
official said on Wednesday.

Sheikh had allegedly
conducted a partial recce
of the Hedgewar Smriti
Bhavan in Reshimbaug
area of Nagpur and man-
aged to send a video of the
Bhavan to his handler in
Pakistan, he said. The ATS
recently took Raees
Ahmed Sheikh Asadulla
Sheikh (26), a resident of
Awantipora town in J&K’s

Pulwama district, into cus-
tody on a production war-
rant from J&K and exten-
sively questioned him over
the last two days, he said.

Sheikh told the investi-
gators that a person
named Omar, claimed to
be the operational com-
mander of JeM’s
Nawabpur (Pakistan)-
based terrorist launching
pad, was his handler.

He came here by a Delhi-
Mumbai-Nagpur flight on
July 13, 2021 and checked
into a hotel in Sitabuldi
area. The handler had as-
sured Sheikh that a local
man would contact and
help him in the operation
in Nagpur. However,
Sheikh conducted the re-
connaissance on his own
as no person contacted
him in Nagpur, the official

said. On July 14, Sheikh
took an auto-rickshaw and
reached Reshimbagh area
with the help of Google
Map. The location was
sent by his handler, he
said. His target was to con-
duct the recce of the
Smriti Bhavan. He alight-
ed near the Reshimbagh
ground in the afternoon.

Sheikh then switched on
his mobile phone camera
and held it near his head
to show as if he was speak-
ing to someone over the
phone. He walked through
the Reshimbagh ground
while capturing its video,
the official said. Sheikh
shared the video with his
handler on WhatsApp, but
the latter got angry over
its poor quality and in-
structed him to again
shoot a video.

RSS memorial recce bid case:
Maha ATS arrest JeM terrorist

Bhubaneswar, May 18 (PTI):

A sculpture of a lion
was found during excava-
tion for the controversial
heritage corridor project
in Puri, which could date
back to the Ganga dynasty,
the Archeological Survey
of India (ASI) said on
Tuesday.

The East Ganga
Dynasty had ruled
Kalinga, the ancient name
of Odisha, from the early
5th century to the early
15th century.

The sculpture was
found on the premises of
the Emar Mutt near the
12th-century Jagannath
Temple on Monday.

The ASI’s Bhubaneswar
Circle Superintending
Archeologist Arun Kumar
Mallick, along with a team
of experts, rushed to Puri
for inspection of the re-

covered lion sculpture
which was partly dam-
aged. The ancient lion
sculpture could be of the
Ganga dynasty era.
However, more on it can
be said only after it is test-
ed in the archaeological
laboratory, Mallick said.
This is the third such lion

sculpture found during ex-
cavation works in the 75-
metre periphery area of
the Jagannath temple for
the Puri Heritage
Corridor Project.

In an affidavit submit-
ted before the Orissa High
Court on May 9, the ASI
mentioned the recovery of

two such sculptures from
the site.

The ASI had earlier told
the high court that no her-
itage impact assessment
studies were conducted
before the commencement
of the project.

“At several locations
stratified deposits of
about 15 to 20 ft have taken
place, which has caused
irreparable damage to the
heritage site,” it had said.

Following the un-
earthing of the sculpture,
locals demanded a
ground-penetrating radar
survey (GPRS) before the
digging work is continued
at the periphery of the
shrine.

“The GPRS would have
helped the government to
spot the presence of an-
tiques under the ground,”
said SN Mishra, a veteran
archaeologist.

Lion sculpture found during excavation for Puri heritage corridor

Kharagpur (WB), May
18 (PTI): West Bengal
Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee on Tuesday
asked police to beef up se-
curity in the industrial
town of Kharagpur and
other places in Paschim
Medinipur district to safe-
guard the border region
from armed miscreants
from across the inter-state
border.

Banerjee pointed to re-
ports of arms were being
smuggled into the district
from neighbouring states
like Bihar and Jharkhand
via trains, and expressed
doubts over the effective-
ness of Government
Railway Police (GRP) in
checking the new trend.

“I will ask the DGP
(Manoj Malaviya) to in-

stall CCTVs across
Kharagpur and other
towns in the district.
Kharagpur, is a very sensi-
tive area. A recent trend
has been observed of mis-
creants coming from out-
side Bengal with arms
purchased from illegal fac-
tories in nearby states, she
said during an adminis-
trative review meeting
here. “You have to keep a

close check on trains
being used for arms smug-
gled. I do not think the
GRP conducts proper
checking, she added.
Kharagpur is an impor-
tant railhead which acts
as a transit point for travel
and cargo movements to
and from a large number
of states.

The CM also directed
the police to take strong
action against those in-
volved in illegally cutting
and selling (of) trees .

Meanwhile, noting that
dengue cases were on the
rise in the northern dis-
tricts of Bengal, Banerjee
directed officials con-
cerned to send a team of
experts there, and start
distributing mosquito
nets.

Mamata asks police to check
arms smuggling into Kharagpur
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CANNES FILM FESTIVAL

Moldova model and influencer Elvira Jain arrives to 
attend the screening of “Final Cut (Coupez !)” ahead of
the opening ceremony of the 75th edition of the Cannes

Film Festival in Cannes, southern France.

HERITAGE MONTH CELEBRATION

President Joe Biden, first lady Jill Biden and Vice President Kamala Harris applaud U.S. Trade Representative
Katherine Tai, in the Rose Garden of the White House in Washington  during a reception to celebrate Asian
American, Native Hawaiian, and Pacific Islander Heritage Month.

BRIEF
7 hurt in explosion

Woodland: Seven
people, including po-
lice officers and EMS
personnel, were in-
jured in an explosion
at a Maryland nail
salon on Monday
night, officials said.
Baltimore County po-
lice officers respond-
ed to a disturbance at
a Woodlawn nail salon
and encountered a
person who refused to
leave, police said in a
news release. He re-
fused to follow offi-
cers’ commands and
ran to the back of the
store where he started
a fire that produced
an explosion, police
said. Firefighters
found smoke coming
from the rear of the
salon and extin-
guished a fire quickly,
fire officials said.

Prince Charles
St. John’s
(Newfoundland):
Prince Charles and
Camilla, the duchess
of Cornwall, have ar-
rived in St. John’s,
Newfoundland, to
begin a three-day
Canadian tour to
mark the 70th an-
niversary of his moth-
er’s ascent to the
throne. The royal cou-
ple’s itinerary in-
cludes stops in Ottawa
and the Northwest
Territories as well as
a welcome ceremony
at Newfoundland’s
provincial legislature
with Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau.

Abortion ban
Detroit: A judge on
Tuesday suspended
Michigan’s dormant,
decades-old ban on
abortion, which
means the procedure
would not be illegal in
the state even if the
US Supreme Court
overturned its his-
toric Roe v Wade deci-
sion. The Michigan
law, which makes it a
crime to assist in an
abortion, has been on
the books since 1931.
But it has had no
practical effect since
1973 when the
Supreme Court le-
galised abortion na-
tionwide.

Mubarak son 
Cairo: The son of
Egypt’s former presi-
dent said Tuesday
that he and family
members were inno-
cent of corruption
charges made in inter-
national courts after
the country’s 2011
popular uprising. His
statements came after
years of attempts by
the deposed presi-
dent’s family to reha-
bilitate its image as it
faced litigation in
Egypt and abroad. In
a video statement re-
leased online, Gamal
Mubarak, the son of
former Egyptian pres-
ident Hosni Mubarak,
said that recent court
decisions in the
European Union and
elsewhere demon-
strate their inno-
cence, but did not ex-
plain how the family
had amassed its sig-
nificant wealth.

Summit in US 
Guatemala City:
Guatemalan
President Alejandro
Giammattei said
Tuesday he will not at-
tend the Summit of
the Americas next
month in Los Angeles,
following criticism
from the Biden ad-
ministration for reap-
pointing an attorney
general the US accus-
es of protecting the
corrupt. During an
event at the Mexican
Embassy, Giammattei
said a country’s 
sovereignty must be
respected.

Washington, May 18:

India saw over 23.5 lakh
premature deaths due to
pollution of all types — in-
cluding 16.7 lakh fatalities
caused by air pollution —
in 2019, the highest among
all countries globally, ac-
cording to a new study
published in The Lancet
Planetary Health journal.
The majority of air pollu-

tion related deaths — 9.8
lakh — in India were
caused by ambient PM2.5
pollution — tiny pollution
particles in the air that are
two and one half microns
or less in width, the re-
searchers said.

Another 6.1 lakh were
due to household air pollu-
tion, they said. Globally,
pollution of any kind was
responsible for nine mil-

lion deaths in 2019 —
equivalent to one in six
deaths worldwide.

Air pollution — both
household and ambient —
was responsible for the
greatest number of deaths
at 6.67 million worldwide.

“Attention and funding
has only minimally in-
creased since 2015, despite
well-documented increas-
es in public concern about
pollution and its health ef-
fects,” Fuller said in a
statement.

In India, air pollution is
most severe in the Indo-
Gangetic Plain (northern
India), where topography
and meteorology concen-
trate pollution from ener-
gy, mobility, industry, agri-
culture, and other activi-
ties, the researchers said.

Kingston, May 18 (PTI):

India is ready to part-
ner with Jamaica and
share its technical skills,
knowledge and expertise
which could transform
the Caribbean country’s
education and businesses,
President Ram Nath
Kovind has said, express-
ing confidence that con-
vergences and comple-
mentarities between the
two nations will be mutu-
ally beneficial.

Addressing the joint sit-
ting of both Houses of
Parliament of Jamaica on
Tuesday, Kovind said:
“Fifteen thousand kilome-
tres away from India, I
feel very much at home
before you. And why
should I not, when this
House has many distin-
guished members with

Indian lineage.” He said
Jamaica has welcomed
Indians with open arms
and given them dignity
and respect. As a result,

not just politics; but busi-
ness, music, sports, dress,
and food have all wit-
nessed a rich Indian pres-
ence.

The President said
Jamaica’s strategic posi-
tion in the vicinity of
some of the largest global
economies, and its talent-
ed pool of English-speak-
ing youth, provide it with
an excellent opportunity
to become a ‘knowledge
highway’ and benefit from
the Fourth Industrial
Revolution.

“India shares Jamaica’s
Vision 2030’ goals of em-
powering its people and
ensuring a secure, cohe-
sive, and just society
while becoming a prosper-
ous and sustainable econ-
omy,” he said.

“India is ready to part-
ner with Jamaica and
share its technical skills,
knowledge and expertise
which could transform
Jamaica’s education and
businesses.

India saw 23.5 lakh pollution
deaths in 2019, highest in world

India ready to partner with Jamaica and share
its technical skills & expertise: President Kovind

Washington, May 18 (AP):

A government watchdog
says decisions by
Presidents Donald Trump
and Joe Biden to pull all
US troops out of
Afghanistan were the key
factors in the collapse of
that nation’s military.

The new report by the
Special Inspector General
for Afghanistan
Reconstruction, or SIGAR,
mirrors assertions made
by senior Pentagon and
military leaders in the af-
termath of the US troop
withdrawal that ended last
August in the chaotic evac-
uation of Americans and
other civilians from the
embattled country.
Military leaders have
made it clear that their
recommendation was to
leave about 2,500 US troops

in the country, but that
plan was not approved. In
February 2020, the Trump
administration signed an
agreement with the
Taliban in Doha, Qatar, in
which the US promised to
fully withdraw its troops
by May 2021. The Taliban
committed to several con-
ditions, including stop-
ping attacks on American
and coalition forces. The
stated objective was to pro-
mote a peace negotiation
between the Taliban and
the Afghan government,
but that diplomatic effort
never gained traction be-
fore Biden took office in
January 2022.

Just a few months later,
Biden announced he
would complete the US
military withdrawal. The
announcement fuelled the
Taliban’s campaign to re-

take the country, aided by
the Afghans’ widespread
distrust of their govern-
ment and entrenched cor-
ruption that led to low pay,
lack of food and poor liv-
ing conditions among the
Afghan troops.

Many Afghans thought
the US-Taliban agreement
was an act of bad faith and
a signal that the US was
handing over Afghanistan
to the enemy as it rushed
to exit the country, the in-
terim report said. Its im-
mediate effect was a dra-
matic loss in (Afghan
troops’) morale.

US officials have said
they were surprised by the
quick collapse of the mili-
tary and the government,
prompting sharp congres-
sional criticism of the in-
telligence community for
failing to foresee it.

US troop pullout was key 
factor in Afghan collapse

Kyiv, May 18 (AP):

Mariupol appeared on
the verge of falling to the
Russians on Tuesday as
Ukraine moved to aban-
don the steel plant where
hundreds of its fighters
had held out for months
under relentless bombard-
ment in the last bastion of
resistance in the devastat-
ed city.

The capture of
Mariupol would make it
the biggest city to be taken
by Moscow’s forces and
would give the Kremlin a
badly needed victory,
though the landscape has
largely been reduced to
rubble.

More than 260
Ukrainian fighters some
of them seriously wound-
ed and taken out on
stretchers left the ruins of
the Azovstal plant on
Monday and turned them-
selves over to the Russian

side in a deal negotiated by
the warring parties.

An additional seven
buses carrying an un-
known number of
Ukrainian soldiers from
the plant were seen arriv-
ing at a former penal
colony Tuesday in the
town of Olenivka, approxi-
mately 88 kilometers (55
miles) north of Mariupol.

While Russia called it a

surrender, the Ukrainians
avoided that word and in-
stead said the plant’s gar-
rison had successfully
completed its mission to
tie down Russian forces
and was under new orders.

To save their lives.
Ukraine needs them. This
is the main thing,
Ukrainian Defense
Minister Oleksiy Reznikov
said.

Fall of Mariupol appears at
hand; fighters leave steel plant

BBiigg  BBaarr  ((UUSS)),,  MMaayy  1188  ((AAPP))::

A woman who was attacked
by a mountain lion in Northern
California says her dog jumped
to her defense and was badly
wounded in protecting her.

I will ever be able to live up
to how amazing and loyal she is
to me, Erin Wilson told the
Sacramento Bee on Tuesday.

Wilson, 24, lives in rural
Trinity County, about four
hours northwest of
Sacramento. On Monday, she
drove to the Trinity River near

unincorporated Big Bar to take
an afternoon stroll with Eva,
her 2 1/2-year-old Belgian
Malinois. 

Wilson was on a path with
Eva a few yards ahead when a
mountain lion lunged and
swiped at her, scratching
Wilson’s left shoulder through
her jacket, she said. I yelled
Eva!’ and she came running,
Wilson said. And she hit that
cat really hard. The dog weighs
55 pounds (25 kilograms) and
was outclassed by the cougar
but battled fiercely.

California woman says dog
defended her from mountain lion

W ell over two years into
the pandemic, hundreds

of thousands of COVID cases
continue to be recorded around
the world every day. With the
rise of new variants, the symp-
toms of COVID have also
evolved. Initially, the NHS re-
garded a fever, cough, and loss
or change in sense of smell or
taste as the main symptoms
which could indicate COVID in-
fection. Now, recently updated
NHS guidance suggests also
looking out for symptoms in-
cluding a sore throat, blocked
or runny nose, and a headache.
But what about some of the
more obscure signs and symp-
toms? From skin lesions to
hearing loss, emerging data is
increasingly showing us that
COVID symptoms can go be-
yond what you might expect
from a regular cold or a flu.

1. Skin lesions
COVID-related skin com-

plaints are not uncommon. In
fact, a UK study published in
2021 found that one in five pa-
tients only exhibited a rash and
no other symptom. COVID can
affect the skin in a variety of
ways. Some people may experi-
ence a widespread macu-
lopapular rash (flat or raised
areas of discoloured skin),

while others might present
with hives (raised areas of
itchy skin). COVID toes , mean-
while, describes red, swollen or
blistering skin lesions on the
toes. This symptom is more
commonly seen in adolescents
or young adults with mild or no
symptoms. Most COVID skin
lesions tend to go away after a
few days, or in some instances a
few weeks, without the need for
any specialised treatment. If
the skin is very itchy or painful
though, you can consult a GP or
dermatologist, who may recom-
mend treatment such as a
cream.

2. COVID nails
During an infection, includ-

ing that of SARS-CoV-2 (the
virus which causes COVID-19),
our bodies naturally try to ex-
press that they're under an un-
usual amount of stress. They
can do this in a variety of
weird and wonderful ways, in-
cluding through our nails.
COVID nails encompasses
changes such as: Beau's lines
horizontal indentations that
occur at the base of the finger-
nails or toenails when there's a
temporary interruption in nail
growth due to a physical stress
on the body.

Mees' lines horizontal white
lines that appear on the nails,
thought to be caused by the ab-
normal production of proteins
in the nail bed a red half-moon
pattern which develops at the
base of the fingernails (the
mechanism underlying this
change is unclear). The data on
how many people experience
COVID nails is limited, but it's
been estimated it could be up to
1-2% of COVID patients.

COVID nails tend to appear
in the days or weeks following

COVID infection as the nails
grow. Although they might be
painful initially, the vast major-
ity tend to return to normal
over a few weeks. Notably, while
these changes may be indica-
tive of COVID, they can also be
caused by different things. For
example, Beau's lines can be
secondary to chemotherapy or
another infection.

3. Hair loss
Hair loss is perhaps an un-

derstated symptom of COVID-
19, usually occurring one
month or more after the acute
infection. In one study of al-
most 6,000 people who had pre-
viously had COVID, hair loss
was the most common post-
COVID symptom, reported by
48% of participants. It was es-
pecially prevalent among peo-
ple who had severe COVID and
white women. It is thought that
this results from the hair sens-
ing the stress in the body, lead-
ing to excess shedding. Indeed,
hair loss can also be triggered
by other stressful events, such
as childbirth. The good news is
that with time the hair grows
back to normal.
4. Hearing loss and tinnitus

As with other viral infec-
tions, such as the flu and
measles, COVID has been found
to affect the cells in the inner
ear, with hearing loss or tinni-
tus (a constant ringing sensa-
tion in the ear) sometimes fol-
lowing infection. In a review
study that included 560 partici-
pants, hearing loss occurred in
3.1% of patients with COVID,
while tinnitus occurred in
4.5%. In one study of 30 people
who had been diagnosed with
COVID, and 30 who hadn't none
with pre-existing hearing prob-
lems the researchers found that

COVID was associated with
damage to the inner ear which
led to hearing impairment at
higher frequencies. While for
the vast majority of patients
this resolves on its own, cases
of permanent hearing loss
linked to COVID have been re-
ported.

Why all these symptoms?
We don't understand exactly

what causes these symptoms,
but we know the most impor-
tant part is played by a process
called inflammation.
Inflammation is our body's nat-
ural defence mechanism
against pathogens; SARS-CoV-
2 in this case. It involves the
production of cytokines pro-
teins which are important in
controlling the activity of im-
mune cells.

Excessive production of
these proteins, as a part of the
inflammation triggered by
COVID infection, can cause
sensory deficits, which poten-
tially explain why some people
are presenting with hearing
loss and tinnitus. It can also
disrupt the capillary networks,
very tiny blood vessels which
provide blood to organs includ-
ing the ears, skin and nails.

The symptoms we've de-
scribed here are not exclusive
to COVID infection. That said,
if you notice any of these
symptoms, it would be appro-
priate to consider a COVID
test, especially if you're in an
area where COVID is circulat-
ing. You can also contact your
GP, particularly if the symp-
toms are getting worse or caus-
ing you significant discomfort.
At the same time, you can be
reassured that most of these
symptoms are likely to im-
prove with time.
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Sudden upsurge 
With the elimination of

dreaded Khalistani terror-
ist Bhinderwala, a transient
lull in the activities of the
Khalistanis was noticed by
the peace-loving people of
Punjab. The Khalistanis
had gradually started shift-
ed their bases from India to
Pakistan and Canada. But
suddenly, during the farmer
agitation, which was active-
ly supported by INC, AAP,
TMC, SP along with the
Leftists, the Khalistanis in
the guise of farmers be-
came very active in parts of
Punjab, Haryana and UP
and they took almost took
the entire nation as hostage.
The utter vandalism let
loose by the Khalistanis in
the guise of farmers on
August 15 compelled the en-
tire nation to hang its head
in shame and in anger
when even the Tricolour
was not spared. Now with
the formation of an AAP
Government in Punjab, the
traitor Khalistanis are
again becoming active. The
recent rocket attack in
Punjab by the terrorists is a
pointer in this direction.
The freebies promised by
AAP before the election will
ultimately cost the nation
as a whole.

Lanu Dutt Chowdhury,
via mail

Fire tragedy 
The fire tragedy occurred

in a commercial building
near the Mundka metro sta-
tion in outer Delhi, which
reportedly consumed 30 in-
nocent lives, is yet another
stark reminder of how fire
safety norms are flouted by
building owners with im-
punity. Buildings must be
planned, designed and con-
structed to ensure that fire
safety measures are in
place in strict accordance
with National Building
Code of India's guidelines
which regulate the building
construction activities
across the country. Even
though NBC makes these
measures mandatory, ma-
jority of multi-storey build-
ings continue to ignore and
violate the safety norms,
and often play with human
lives. In fact, many build-
ings lack even basic fire
safety systems, like fire ex-
tinguishers. Also, there is
no statutory provision for
regular verification of ad-
herence to fire safety
norms in multi-story build-
ings. Delhi is already
gripped by a punishing
heatwave, and the fire
tragedy only adds to the
melancholy of the national
capital. As is customary, the
Delhi government and the
PMO have announced cash
compensation to the fami-
lies of the victims. But the
task of affixing monetary
value to human life is an
awkward and intractable
one, isn't it? 
Ranganathan Sivakumar,

via mail

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

WHAT THEY TWEET!

SShhaasshhii  TThhaarroooorr
@@SShhaasshhiiTThhaarroooorr

Some 180+ people attend-
ed the interaction last
night at @InfoparksKerala
at a trendy “cafe-resto”
called Glassmates. Great to
see so many young techies
& other entrepreneurs
focused on the state’s
future. @inckerala

HHiimmaannttaa  BBiisswwaa  SSaarrmmaa@@hhiimmaannttaabbiisswwaa

Hon HM Shri @AmitShah ji kindly called
to enquire about the flood situation in
Assam. Expressing concern over prob-
lems faced by citizens, he said Central
Government is ready to extend all pos-
sible help to Assam in this moment of
natural calamity. Grateful Sir.

UUppaassaannaa  KKoonniiddeellaa
@@uuppaassaannaakkoonniiddeellaa

Words have great power. They can
either comfort or really hurt. It is
important to be mindful of what com-
ments we put on other people's posts.
Thank u @truecaller & #Network18
for giving me this opportunity. 

HHaarrsshhaa  BBhhooggllee
@@bbhhoogglleehhaarrsshhaa

A subtle indicator of where

cricket is headed, certainly

here in India, came when I

saw this headline: Mumbai

Indians youngster gets

South Africa call-up!!

VViiccee  PPrreessiiddeenntt  ooff  IInnddiiaa@@VVPPSSeeccrreettaarriiaatt

Self-reliance in defence and aerospace technology assumes paramount importance in our endeavour to
create a 'Samarth, Saksham Bharat'.

RRaajjddeeeepp  SSaarrddeessaaii@@ssaarrddeessaaiirraajjddeeeepp
Talking point: Where does the Gyanvapi
mosque tangle leave the Places of Worship
act and the 2019 Ayodhya judgment? The
legal debate here: now If only law could be
kept above faith and more worryingly, poli-
tics! https:// indiatoday. in/india/ video/
gyanvapi- mosque- survey- violation- of-
places- of- worship- act- 1950711-2022-05-17

N early 70% of embankments in Assam have outlived their
span which explains the devastation following a recurrence

of breaches in every wave of flood in the state in recent years.
Strengthening and repair of these embankments involve enormous
expenditure which makes it a Herculean task for the state with lim-
ited resources. Climate extremes like excessive rains have added to
the vulnerability of the embankments and flood intensity which call
for an innovative response. The occurrence of 16 breaches in em-
bankments in seven districts on a single day on May 16 due to
heavy downpour and strong current and resulting in flash floods in
hundreds of villages speaks volumes about the vulnerability of em-
bankments in the state. It is also an ominous sign of the flood situa-
tion worsening in the coming days and subsequent waves this year
and calls for full preparedness for rescue, relief and rehabilitation
work. The current response of piecemeal solution of plugging the
breaches in the embankment fails to work as 90% of the total em-
bankment length of 4474 km is in dilapidated condition and breach-
es may occur in any new segment when the Brahmaputra and
Barak and their tributaries are in full spate during the monsoon as
well pre-monsoon periods. Official data reveal a mismatch between
the approved cost of flood management work and actual funds re-
leased by the Central Government, the latter falling short of than
requirements. Institutional weakness in the timely and judicious
utilization of funds is among the key factors behind such a mis-
match. A radical change in the overall situation cannot be expected
without rectification of such institutional weakness and rigorous
monitoring and roping in experts to provide innovative solutions.
Besides, long-term and permanent solutions will continue to be elu-
sive till flood management is taken up for the entire Brahmaputra
and Barak basin. The Central Government's stated position is that
flood management primarily falls under the purview of state gov-
ernments and it only supplements such efforts by providing techni-
cal guidance and promotional financial assistance in critical areas.
Assam Integrated River Basin Management Project (AIRBMP)
being implemented with the assistance of the World Bank has trig-
gered hopes of the state partially overcoming the challenge of
availability of funds for flood and erosion management. Assam
Cabinet cleared the decks for the implementation of AIRBMP in
February and approved phase I of the project worth 83 million US
dollars. The AIRBMP has five project components– Institutional
Strengthening, Integrated River Basin Planning and Demonstrative
Investments, Flood and Erosion Management, Project Management
and Contingency Emergency Response Component. 

The Department of Economic Affairs, Government of India has
granted in-principle approval to the project. The project is being im-
plemented by the Special Purpose Vehicle-Flood & River Erosion
Management Agency of Assam (FREMAA). Under phase, I of the
project two comprehensive flood management schemes at
Buridehing river and Manas Beki river are to be implemented at a
total cost of Rs 1393 crore. Results from these projects will depend
on the pace and quality of project work which can be ensured
through regular and rigorous inspection, monitoring and evaluation.
Lessons must be learnt from cost and time overruns in most flood
management projects which deprive the targeted beneficiaries of
the desired benefits and leave them at the mercy of vagaries of na-
ture for long years. The economic cost of such delay is huge, and it
pushes flood and erosion affected households into a poverty trap.
Diversion of the state's resources for poverty alleviation pro-
grammes for these people leads to curtailing of funds for develop-
ment projects including health and education and that is why fast-
tracking flood management projects are crucial to improving the
state's resources for infrastructure and other development projects.
Implementation of AIRBMP projects is going to take time and till
protection measures are strengthened, improving rescue, relief and
rehabilitation are critical to providing temporary relief to flood and
erosion-hit families. There is a provision for releasing additional
funds from the National Disaster Response Fund to states in case of
a disaster of severe nature in case a state government exhausts
funds placed at its disposal under the State Response Fund. There is
no dearth of funds for relief works and states like Assam taking
timely stock of disaster preparedness and improving the response
mechanism need to be prioritized. Building community resilience
through the adoption of flood-resistant crop varieties, high-yielding
varieties, cooperative farming, and augmenting household income
to absorb economic and financial shocks caused by flood damage to
crops, dwelling houses and displacement due to erosion. Meticulous
and innovative planning of using the space in makeshift relief camps
can facilitate the continuation of education for children in affected
areas. This has become even more crucial to ensure that the learn-
ing loss due to the COVID-19 pandemic on account of lack of access
to the internet in vast areas of rural Assam is not extended because
of a long stay in relief camps in multiple waves of the flood. The
state needs an innovative disaster response.

Assam needs innovative
disaster response

I n a strategic move, Railway Ministry and Road Transport
Ministry along with the Border Road Organisation (BRO) are

planning to construct the country's first-ever underwater road-
cum-rail tunnels across the Brahmaputra river in Assam at an esti-
mated cost of Rs 7,000 crore. A total of three parallel tunnels will be
constructed under this project - one for the road, another for rail
and the third one for emergency use. The length of all the parallel
tunnels will be the same and their stretch will be 9.8 kilometres
long.This will happen to be the first project where integrated tunnel
construction will be undertaken and this landmark project will be
inter-connected with cross passage for evacuation in case of any
emergency. The strategic multi-modal transportation system in-
tends to integrate the rail and highway network via the Jamurihat-
Silghat axis towards North Assam, Tawang and the rest of
Arunachal Pradesh. This can be used for civilian as well as strategic
purposes. As per the estimate, the government's total expenditure
for these tunnels would amount to around Rs 7,000 crore. Earlier,
National Highways and Infrastructure Development Corporation
Limited (NHIDCL), a company under the Road Transport Ministry,
had put forward a proposal for the construction of twin tunnels
specifically for vehicles and had estimated an expenditure of Rs
12,800 crore. Meanwhile, the tunnel will start about 9 km upstream
of the existing Kaliabhomora (Tezpur) road bridge and it will con-
nect Jakhlabandha railway station on the south bank and Dhaliabil
railway station on the northern bank of Brahmaputra.The underwa-
ter tunnel project will be an engineering wonder which will prove to
be strategically beneficial for the country by reducing travel time
between Assam and Arunachal Pradesh. The proposed tunnels will
be constructed using tunnel boring machines and may take around
two to two-and-a-half years to complete after the work starts.

First-Ever Underwater 
Road-Rail Tunnel
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Hindu married couples from Maharashtra perform ‘Veni Daan’ rituals on the banks of the River Ganges in Allahabad.

VASSILIOS VASSILIOU

Four strange COVID symptoms you 
might not have heard about

SSuubbrraammaanniiaann  SSwwaammyy@@SSwwaammyy3399

Inflation in India as measured by
wholesale price index has been
accelerating month by month last
two years driving the lower and
middle class to despair. It now gal-
loping at double digit rates. Such a
failure has political implications.

VENI DAAN



CENTRAL CHRONICLE, RAIPUR,  THURSDAY, MAY  19,  2022
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Job opportunities

New Delhi: The ad-
vent of 5G and new
services that it would
usher,will spawn fresh
job opportunities in the
market, requiring suit-
able skilling of man-
power in new technolo-
gies,Telecom Secretary
K Rajaraman said on
Wednesday.
Rajaraman,who was
speaking at an event of
Telecom Sector Skill
Council (TSSC), said
that from BharatNet to
space communications,
and from 5G to fixed-
line broadband servic-
es, the telecom sector
would unlock new job
requirements of vari-
ous categories.He ex-
horted the industry to
look closely at creation
of the talent pipeline to
address these emerging
opportunities.

Resignation
New Delhi: Honda
Motorcycle and
Scooter India (HMSI)
on Tuesday said its
Director (Sales &
Marketing) Yadvinder
Singh Guleria has re-
signed from the com-
pany. Guleria was part
of HMSI since its in-
ception and con-
tributed to many criti-
cal functions for more
than two decades. He
was elevated to the
company's board in
2020 and was responsi-
ble for sales and mar-
keting, customer serv-
ice, logistics, brand
and communication
along with the new
vertical of premium
motorcycle business.
"Guleria has made in-
valuable contribution
in expanding and ac-
celerating our busi-
ness while leading
several critical func-
tions in the company.

Appointment

New Delhi: Leading
stock exchange BSE
on Tuesday said its
board has appointed S
S Mundra, a public in-
terest director, as the
chairman of the
bourse. Mundra will
replace Justice
Vikramajit Sen. "This
is to inform that the
board of directors of
the company on
Monday had consid-
ered and approved the
appointment of S S
Mundra, public inter-
est director, as the
chairman of the
board of directors of
the company, subject
to approval of Sebi,"
BSE said in a regula-
tory filing to NSE.

Market share
New Delhi: Haier
Appliances India is
aiming for 10 to 12 per
cent of market share
in the washing ma-
chine segment this
year as the consumer
durable maker is ex-
panding its product
lines as well as retail
presence across chan-
nels. The company,
which on Wednesday
introduced a new
range of future-ready
smart, artificial intel-
ligence- and IoT-en-
abled fully automatic
washing machines,
has plans to increase
its shop presence and
spend on brand cam-
paigns to woo cus-
tomers in its folds.

New Delhi, May 18:  

Chief Economic
Adviser V Anantha
Nageswaran on
Wednesday said amid
global uncertainties
caused by the ongoing
Russia-Ukraine war, India
is still better placed among
the large economies be-
cause of an improved fi-
nancial system and a ro-
bust corporate health.
India, he said, has already
taken a host of reforms in
banking and other sectors
and is now focussing on
stepping up public invest-
ment.

"Compared to other na-
tions, even among ad-
vanced countries, I think
India is relatively better
placed for the simple rea-
son that India paid a cer-
tain price last decade... we
had a banking system
stress which was then
compounded by stress in

the non-banking financial
sector towards 2018," he
said at Amazon Sambhav
Summit. Besides, he said,
Indian corporates are in
good financial health as
they have trimmed their
balance sheet. "So we are
entering into this decade
and this conflict (Russia-
Ukraine) with a much bet-
ter financial system and a
much robust corporate fi-
nancial health. So that
gives us a lot of cushion
and the Reserve Bank of
India has ample foreign
exchange reserves and
with its recent monetary
policy move, it has also sig-
nalled its determination to
combat the inflationary

pressures," he said. India
has entered this period
with a fairly reasonable
comfortable degree of
macro economic and poli-
cy stability, he said,
adding, the government
has taken several steps, in-
cluding raising capital ex-
penditure. Finance
Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman raised capital
expenditure (capex) by
35.4 per cent for 2022-23 to
Rs 7.5 lakh crore to push
the public investment-led
recovery of the pandemic-
battered economy. Thus,
he said, India is expected
to have growth rate of 7-8
per cent depending on the
duration of the ongoing
conflict. As per the
Economic Survey, India's
economy is expected to
grow 8-8.5 per cent in 2022-
23. RBI in its April policy
trimmed the growth esti-
mated to 7.2 per cent from
the earlier 7.8 per cent for

the current fiscal year.
Talking about the fallout
of the ongoing war,
Nageswaran said prices of
commodities especially
fuel and some foodgrains,
have increased, stoking
global inflation. It also led
to wheat shortage and as a
result many countries are
facing rising prices.
"While inflation is one as-
pect of it, food security is
another aspect.
Thankfully in India we are
relatively far more com-
fortably placed than oth-
ers. But there are several
countries where the avail-
ability of food is more im-
portant than even the
price," he said. Asserting
that the Budget numbers
are credible both with re-
spect to nominal economic
growth, and the revenue
growth assumptions,
Nageswaran said the num-
bers have become more
credible.

India better placed to face global
challenges and uncertainties: CEA Chennai, May 18: 

Two and three wheeler
maker TVS Motor
Company has rolled out its
latest electric scooter
iQube equipped with a host
of features including best-
in-class range of 140 kms
on a single charge, the com-
pany said on Wednesday.
The city-based company
said it has unveiled three
variants of the electric
scooter which would
have a seven inch touch-
screen, voice assist,
iQube Alexa skillset,
music player, fast
charging with plug
and play, bluetooth
connectivity among
others. The variants --
TVS iQube and TVS iQube
S would be available at a
price of Rs 98,564 and Rs
1,08,690 respectively, on
road New Delhi including
FAME (Faster Adoption
and Manufacturing of
Hybrid & Electric Vehicles)
and state subsidy, the com-
pany statement said here

while, the top end variant
TVS iQube ST's price and
booking would be an-
nounced later. TVS iQube
series would be available in
three variants, 11 colours

and three charging op-
tions, the company said.
TVS iQube and iQube S
bookings are available on
the website and also at
company dealerships in 33
cities. The top end variant
TVS iQube ST would be
available for pre-booking
and the company would an-
nounce the booking and de-

livery time soon, it said.
"The launch of the new
TVS iQube is a testament
to our commitment of of-
fering world-class EV tech-
nology with never-before
intelligent and person-
alised connected experi-
ence", TVS Motor
Company managing direc-
tor Sudarshan Venu said.

"TVS Motor has been in-
vesting in electric tech-
nologies for more than 10
years now and TVS
iQube has provided thou-
sands of our customers
with an unparalleled elec-
tric riding experience.

TVS Motor will continue to
scale new benchmarks in
connected mobility and EV
with our innovations and
advanced technology offer-
ings", he said. TVS Motor
senior vice president - fu-
ture mobility, Manu
Saxena said the new TVS
iQube series packs higher
range plus multiple charg-
ing options and comes with
class-leading display and
user interface options.

TVS Motor rolls out electric scooter
iQube equipped with host of features

New Delhi, May 18:  

The criticism that the
Reserve Bank of India was
behind the curve in hiking
interest rate to tame rising
inflation is unfair, former
RBI Governor D Subbarao
said on Wednesday and as-
serted that it is difficult for
any central bank to antici-
pate the future more accu-
rately.

Earlier this month,
Monetary Policy
Committee (MPC), the cen-
tral bank's rate-setting
panel, surprised the mar-
kets with a 40 basis points
hike in repo rate in an off-
cycle policy meeting. It
was also the first rate hike
after August 2018, amid
spiralling inflation.
Subbarao further said

given that monetary policy
acts with a lag, this rate
hike, by itself, is unlikely
to bring inflation down in
a hurry. "I saw that the
hurried action to tighten
monetary conditions
through an off-cycle MPC
meeting raised several
questions," he told PTI in
an interview.

Subbarao was respond-
ing to a question why RBI

did not raise interest rate
much earlier despite ris-
ing inflation. "Was the RBI
sleeping at the wheel even
as inflation was soaring?
Did it go overboard in pri-
oritizing growth over in-
flation? Won't the delayed
action cost heavily in
macroeconomic terms?
Will this scrambling hurt
RBI's credibility?

"I believe that this criti-
cism is unfair," he said.
Retail inflation surged to
an eight-year high of 7.79
per cent in April this year
while inflation galloped
for the seventh straight
month. RBI has been man-
dated by the government
to ensure that inflation re-
mains at 4 per cent with a
margin   2 per cent on ei-
ther side.

RBI’s criticism for ‘delayed’ rate
hike unfair, says D Subbarao

New Delhi, May 18: 

The finance ministry
will clarify doubts on the
applicability of new TDS
provision regarding bene-
fits or perquisites re-
ceived in a business or
profession, a senior tax of-
ficial said on Wednesday.
Joint Secretary in the fi-
nance ministry Kamlesh
C Varshney said that such
benefits and perquisites
are income and were al-
ways taxable whether re-
ceived in cash or kind.

The Budget 2022-23
brought in the provision
of tax deducted at source
(TDS) on such income to
check tax revenue leak-

age. The Budget brought
in a new section, 194R in
the I-T Act which re-
quires deduction of tax at
source at the rate of 10
per cent, by any person,
providing any benefit or
perquisite, exceeding Rs
20,000 in a year to a resi-
dent, arising from the
business or profession of
such resident. The new
provision comes into ef-
fect from July 1.

FinMin to clarify doubts
on applicability of TDS

̈ On perks received
in biz, profession Mumbai, May 18: 

Reserve Bank Governor
Shaktikanta Das has
asked banks to remain
watchful of the ongoing
geopolitical developments
and proactively take miti-
gating measures, includ-
ing raising capital, to min-
imise the potential impact
on their balance sheets.
The governor along with
other RBI officials held
meetings with MD and
CEOs of select public and
sector banks on
Wednesday and the day be-
fore, the Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) said in a state-
ment. In his introductory
remarks, Das noted the
"key role" played by the
banks in supporting the

economy throughout the
pandemic. Further, he said
the banking sector has re-
mained resilient and has
continued to improve de-
spite facing various head-
winds. "He advised the
banks to remain watchful
of the recent geopolitical
developments and take
mitigating measures
proactively, including rais-
ing of capital for ensuring
that the potential impact
on their balance sheets are
minimised," RBI said.

RBI Guv asks banks to take
mitigating steps to minimise

impact on balance sheets

NEW LAUNCH

Benelli India Managing Director Vikas Jhabakh poses with Keeway K-Light 250V 
motorcycle during its launch, in Mumbai.

Mumbai, May 18:  

The average headline in-
flation is set to accelerate
to a nine-year high at 6.9
per cent in FY23, and the
Reserve Bank may go for
more rate hikes during the
fiscal, a domestic ratings
agency said on Wednesday.
The RBI will hike rates by
another 75 basis points
and possibly up to 125
basis points (1.25 percent-
age point) as well if the
turn of events and data
are very adverse, India
Ratings and Research said
in a note.

"The first rate increase
by the RBI could be of the
order of 0.50 per cent in
the June 2022 policy and
another 0.25 per cent in
the October 2022 policy,"
the agency said, adding
that the cash reserve ratio
could also be hiked by an-

other 0.50 per cent to 5 per
cent by the end of the fis-
cal.

In a surprise move, the
RBI on May 4 hiked the
repo rate at which it lends
to the system by 0.40 per-
centage point, and also
the CRR or the percent-
age of deposits banks
have to park with the cen-
tral bank by 0.50 percent-
age point in an off-sched-
ule meeting as it saw
threats to the inflation
target. The Consumer
Price Inflation (CPI) came
at 7.8 per cent for April,
making it another month

where the RBI's upper tol-
erance band of 6 per cent
was missed. All the ana-
lysts are sure about more
such hikes being in the
offing and some dent to
growth has a result of the
same.

Retail inflation will in-
crease till September 2022
and start declining gradu-
ally thereafter, it said,
adding that it is expected
to remain in excess of 6
per cent for four consecu-
tive quarters starting
fourth quarter of FY22
till third quarter of FY23.

It can be noted that
under its pact with the
government, the RBI is
mandated to contain infla-
tion inside 6 per cent and
the number breaching for
three consecutive quarters
will lead the central bank
to formally explain the
reasons for the same.

Inflation set to avg to 9-year high at 6.9 pc
in FY23: India Ratings and Research

Mumbai, May 18: 

At its flagship annual
summit Amazon Smbhav,
Amazon India announced
the launch of Smart
Commerce – a new initia-
tive to transform local
stores into Digital Dukaans,
and accelerate its pledge to
digitize 1 crore small busi-
nesses by 2025. Over 1.5
lakh neighborhood stores
are already selling online
using Amazon.in. With
Smart Commerce, stores
can now go further and dig-
itize their offline opera-
tions, provide enhanced in-
store shopping experience
to their walk-in customers,
and create their own online
storefronts to serve cus-
tomers directly. Stores of
any size can now take ad-
vantage of best of

Amazon’s shopping innova-
tions, logistics, digital pay-
ments and more to provide
a reliable and trustworthy
experience to their cus-
tomers no matter where
they are -- in their physical
store, directly through their
own online storefront, or on
Amazon.in. In the coming
weeks, Smart Commerce
will release its first set of
solutions to help local
stores digitize billing and
inventory management,
and deliver an enhanced in-
store experience to their
customers. This will be fol-
lowed by the launch of ca-
pabilities enabling them to
create their own online
storefront within minutes,
and serve their customers
through a simple voice and
chat-based shopping experi-
ence.

New Delhi, May 18:  

Inflows in the mutual
fund industry through sys-
tematic investment plans
or SIPs reached over Rs
1.24 lakh crore in the fi-
nancial year 2021-22, a
jump of 30 per cent from
the preceding fiscal, sug-
gesting growing populari-
ty of the route among re-
tail investors to generate
long term wealth. In com-
parison, an inflow of Rs
96,080 crore through the
route was registered in
2020-21, data with the
Association of Mutual
Funds in India (AMFI)
showed.

Moreover, mutual fund
SIP contribution has seen
over two-fold rise during
the five years. It was at Rs
43,921 crore during 2016-17.
Additionally, SIP book has

also grown consistently
from Rs 9,182 crore in
March 2021 to an all time
high of Rs 12,328 crore in
March 2022, which is a
growth of around 34 per
cent. The increasing SIP
book is indicative of in-
creasing investors' inter-
est towards equity funds
as a better medium to in-
vest in equity markets,
Himanshu Srivastava,
Associate Director
Manager Research,
Morningstar India, said.
Further, SIPs' assets under
management (AUM)
climbed to Rs 5.76 lakh
crore at the end of March
this year from Rs 4.28 lakh
crore in March-end 2021.
Over the past five years,
SIP AUM has grown 30 per
cent annually, twice as fast
as the growth in the over-
all mutual fund industry's

assets base. Currently, mu-
tual funds have about 5.39
crore SIP accounts
through which investors
regularly invest in mutual
fund schemes. Industry ex-
perts believe that stag-
gered investment ap-
proach (via SIP or STP) in
equity markets seems the
ultimate solution to ride
the wave of uncertainty as
corrections would bring
down the average cost of
total investments or in
case the bull run contin-
ues, investor would not
lose out on opportunity
cost. SIP is an investment
methodology offered by
mutual funds wherein an
individual saver can invest
a fixed amount in a chosen
scheme periodically at
fixed intervals -- say once a
month, instead of making
a lump sum investment.

Amazon launches Smart
Commerce to transform local

stores into digital dukaans

Investors bet big on SIP; inflows climb
30% to Rs 1.24 lakh cr in FY22: AMFI

New Delhi, May 18:  

The panel of ministers
tasked to review the GST
levy on casinos, race
courses and online gam-
ing has finalised its report,
which will be taken up in
the upcoming GST
Council meeting. The
Group of Ministers,
chaired by Meghalaya
chief minister Conrad
Sangma, had in its previ-
ous meeting earlier this
month unanimously de-
cided on hiking the tax
rate on these services to 28
per cent. The GoM met
again on Wednesday and
finalised the method of
valuing these services for
the purpose of levying this
tax. "The Group of
Ministers (GoM) on casi-
nos, race courses & online

gaming has come to a con-
sensus. The report of our
submissions will be hand-
ed over to Hon'ble FM,
Smti. @nsitharaman Ji in
a day or two & the matter
will be presented in the
next @GST_Council
Meeting," Sangma tweet-
ed. At present, services of
casinos, horse racing and
online gaming attract 18
per cent GST. The govern-
ment had in May last year
set up a panel of state min-
isters for better valuation
of services of casinos, on-
line gaming portal and
race courses for levying
Goods and Services Tax
(GST).

GoM finalises report on GST on casinos,
race course, online gaming

̈ 28 per cent tax 
to be levied

New Delhi, May 18: 

Union Minister Piyush Goyal held
a meeting with stakeholders
from the cotton value chain to
discuss the unprecedented price
rise witnessed in cotton and yarn
prices in the current season, the
Textiles Ministry said on
Wednesday. Goyal asked the
stakeholders to resolve the price
rise issue with collaboration
without pushing the government
to intervene which, the minister
warned, would have a long-term
impact on cotton value chain, the
ministry said in a release. During
a meeting with stakeholders
from the cotton value chain on
Tuesday, the textiles minister
"gave a clear and loud message
to all stakeholders to resolve cot-
ton and yarn price issue, in the
spirit of collaboration rather than
competition and super profiteer-
ing, without pushing government
to intervene as it may have long
term impact on cotton value

chain", it said.

Goyal tells 
stakeholders to
resolve cotton

price issue

A
ctor Akhil
Akkineni will ap-
pear in the action-

thriller 'Agent' which is
being directed by
Surender Reddy. To put an
end to the rumours sur-
rounding the movie, the
makers have come up with
an update.

"'Agent' schedule start-
ing in Manali. A teaser up-
date will be provided
shortly. For updates, only
follow verified Twitter
handles. Please disregard

all rumours," tweeted
Anil Sunkara, the
movie's producer.

Rumours have been cir-
culating for the past few
days that 'Agent' will not
be released on August 12,
as planned earlier. The
makers, who are confident
that the movie is currently
going as per the schedule,
are sure that they can
manage to release the
movie on time as prom-
ised.

Sakshi Vaidya, a new-
comer, will play the lead-
ing lady opposite Akhil in
the spy thriller. 'Agent' also
has Malayalam superstar
Mammootty, who will be
seen in a key role.

Kajal Pisal
speaks out

against
Homophobia

Mumbai: On
International Day
A g a i n s t
H o m o p h o b i a ,
Transphobia and
Biphobia, 'Sirf Tum' actress
Kajal Pisal said everyone has
the right to live a life they wish
to and feel beautiful.

The International Day Against
Homophobia, Transphobia, and
Biphobia exists to raise awareness of
the realities of the LGBTQ+ commu-
nity's lives and to help erase these pho-
bias through understanding.

She says: "While there has been a
growing movement among the LGBTQ+
community to be heard, to be legit-
imized, and to be accepted as the diverse
and wonderful human beings they are,
there is nothing new about their struggle.
It is our responsibility to welcome and ac-
cept every human heart without discrimi-
nation. I feel that the struggle isn't just
about being straight or gay or transgender
as it's a human struggle. Everyone has the
right to live the way they wish to and feel
beautiful."

The actress is also known for featuring
in shows like 'Bade Achhe Lagte Hain',
'Saath Nibhaana Saathiya' and 'Naagin 5',
among others urges to help individuals
to feel protective about their gender.

She adds: "As a member of the socie-
ty it is all our duty to help individuals
to feel nothing taboo about their gen-
der and be proud about themselves.
As the third gender are equally nat-
ural like male and female. I re-
quest if you have a member of
your family who's a member of
this community you must try
to reach out to them and let
them know that you're
there to support them

and that you can be a
safe place for
them."

ACROSS

1. Amtrak depots (abbr.)

5. Glasgow native

9. Graven images

14. ____ Ness

15. Curved doorway

16. Musical show

17. Cease-fire

19. Separated

20. Severe

21. Belch

23. Bullring shouts

24. Actor Charlton ____

26. Paper quantities

28. Comedian ____ Hope

30. Female Japanese entertainer

34. Like summertime tea

38. Fun and games

41. Fray

43. Sock tip

44. Famous

45. Impossible to prevent

48. Cincinnati baseballers

49. Bun seed

50. Hankering

52. Mexican sauce

55. Caught

60. Fine spray

63. Volcanic emission

65. Smell

66. Open a bottle

68. Electricity source

70. Iowa or Ohio

71. Fine ____

72. Counterpart

73. Copier's need

74. Dance move

75. Implored

DOWN

1. Cut

2. Pastry

3. Summits

4. Blouse

5. Posed

6. Nursery item

7. Take place

8. Not here

9. George Gershwin's brother

10. Bank patron

11. Face shape

12. Attract

13. Gels

18. Uppity person

22. Book part

25. Likewise not

27. Unkind

29. Greek consonant

31. Building area
32. Weeded
33. No ifs, ____, or buts
34. Spring flower
35. Sugar source
36. December 24 and 31
37. Overwhelm
39. Corn core
40. Count (on)
42. Peruvian capital
46. Narrate
47. Yet, poetically
51. Approach
53. Legendary stories
54. Ward off
56. Bum
57. Sum
58. Overact
59. Ventured
60. Have to
61. Knowledgeable about
62. Glance at
64. Starting bet
67. Miles ____ hour
69. Clairvoyant's letters
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It might be hard to find the exact direction
you're looking for today, Aquarius. It could
be that there's a strong force urging you to
slow down and be more practical with your
energy. This may not be the advice you want
to hear, but it probably is the advice you
need to follow. Remember that the world
doesn't revolve around you, regardless of
how much you might like to think it does.

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

Just when you're feeling good and solid in
your plan, Pisces, something or someone
may step in to rain on your parade. You
could get the feeling today that you're tak-
ing one step forward and two steps back.
Perhaps there's a feeling of doubt creeping
into the picture. Try not to let these nagging,
restrictive energies hold you back. Be confi-
dent about your abilities.

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

Restriction might weigh heavily on you
today, Aries. Perhaps you're being
reminded that there are some important
details that you need to take care of.
Perhaps you need to adopt a more disci-
plined approach in your life. Is it time for
some restructuring? Don't be afraid of
change, and don't let feelings of respon-
sibility hold you down. 

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

Try not to worry too much today, Taurus.
Take care of details and work to get
things accomplished. Check things off
your list and you'll feel much better
about yourself and the direction you're
headed. Keep your eyes open and try not
to have tunnel vision on every issue. Give
people the benefit of the doubt instead
of the third degree. 

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

Aspects of your life that you've neglect-
ed lately might haunt you on a day like
today, Gemini. Make sure you're keep-
ing up with all your responsibilities.
Things may come to a dramatic climax
at this time, and you could find yourself
at an important crossroads. Nervous
energy could cause you to run around
frantically in search of the right path.

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

You might find it easier to connect with oth-
ers at this time, Cancer. It would behoove
you to reconnect with friends or family
members you may have lost touch with.
Their energy can bring an entirely different
perspective to your life, which could sur-
prise you with its richness. The aspects are
also good for meeting new people. 

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

You will find that disciplined actions
are the best way to go about your day
today, Leo. Stay focused on your path.
You can accomplish many tasks at the
same time if you play your cards right.
Try not to get bogged down with
details. People might cause you to
worry too much. Don't let their energy
get in the way of your progress.

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Decisions will be even more difficult to
make than usual today, Virgo. On the one
hand, you may feel a need to stabilize,
while on the other hand find that your
energy is raging in a million different
directions as you want to seek new expe-
riences and social interactions with oth-
ers. Try to adopt a plan that combines
both of these energies. 

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

There's a solid grounding to the day that
might have you feeling less than ener-
getic about getting the ball rolling,
Libra. Don't be surprised if there's a
sense of restriction and duty weighing
you down. Times of rest and reflection
are very important in the natural cycle.
Don't think that you always need to be
on the go in order to make progress. 

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

Things will go more and more in your
favor over the next four weeks, Scorpio,
although today you might find that
they're slow to get moving. It could be
that there is a bit of stress on your body
and that you aren't feeling very motivated
to get up and go. Don't worry about it.
This feeling will soon pass and you'll feel
like your old self in no time.

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

Discipline and a sense of duty have been
major themes for you lately, Sagittarius.
It might seem like someone has put the
brakes on a current plan of yours. Try not
to see this as negative. In reality, this is an
important time for you to slow down and
plan. Be aware of the passage of time and
consider using this period to organize
your scattered energy. 

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

Your ego and physical vitality should experi-
ence a boost today, Capricorn. Try to hone in
on the solid, grounding energy that's encour-
aging you to come to terms with your emo-
tions. Be aware of the fact that your often
gloomy attitude may be starting to weigh
heavily on the ones you love. Be careful that
you aren't hurting someone just because you
know that they'll forgive you.

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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I
t was Kolkata-based acclaimed fash-
ion designer Sabyasachi Mukherjee's
Bengal Tiger sari that Deepika

Padukone dazzled in as she walked the
red carpet on the opening night of the
Cannes Film Festival on Tuesday.

The sari, which the actress and
Cannes jury member paired with a
black strapless blouse, stood out be-
cause of its golden and black stripes,
inspired by the big cat after which
the collection is named. Earlier dur-
ing the day, she had appeared for the
jury photocall also in a Sabyasachi
ensemble of lime green pants and
jaunty shirt. As was to be expected,
the ecstatic designer took to his
Instagram handle to announce this
fact to the world and say that the
sari was a part of his Akash Tara
collection, which celebrates her-
itage Indian crafts and techniques
seen through a modern lens.

"The blocks have been block
printed and hand embroidered by
some of India's finest craftspeople
at the Sabyasachi atelier," the de-
signer announced. Deepika paired
the sari with a bejewelled head-
band from Sabyasachi Jewellery's
Royal Bengal collection. "The
headband," the designer ex-
plained, "pays homage to the tradi-
tional Indian 'matha patti' head-
piece with Art Noveau detailing,
while the chandelier earrings
updates a classic with an Art
Noveau gaze." The actress
rounded off her retro look
with bold and black eyeliner,
black manicure, nude lips
and a hair bun. The post be-
gins with a telling quote

from Sabyasachi: "The
sari is a story I will
never stop telling. No
matter where we are

in the world, it has its
place."

Deepika walks Cannes 
red carpet in Sabyasachi 

sari inspired by 
Royal Bengal tiger 

T
he biggest chapter on the show
unfolds as we introduce Baal
Parvati as Katyayni. The role

would be essayed by Trisha Ashish
Sarda starting May 31 onwards. To be
with her beloved Shiv forever, Parvati
would re-incarnate as a child called
Katyayni who was born to Rishi
Katyaan, as a reward for his devotion to
goddess Parvati. Sharing her excite-
ment about making her television debut
as Devi Katyayani in &TV’s Baal Shiv,
Trisha Ashish Sarda says, "I am thrilled
and feel lucky to be a part of Baal Shiv. I
have been a fan of the show and Devi
Parvati. So, when I was selected for the
role, it made me very happy. I admire
Devi’s look and now I will get to look
like one. I am very excited. I have been
telling all my friends about it.”

Talking about Devi Katyayani, Shivya
Pathania aka Devi Parvati in &TV’s
Baal Shiv says, “Devi Katyayani is one
of the strongest incarnations of
Goddess Durga who destroyed

Mahishasura by riding on a lion given
by goddess Parvati." Starting May 31,
watch ‘Trisha Ashish Sarda as Devi
Katyayani’ in &TV’s Baal Shiv, airing
every Monday to Friday at 8:00 pm!

&TV’s Baal Shiv introduces ‘Devi Katyayani’ 

Makers of Akhil’s
‘Agent’ clarify

release on schedule Mika Singh’s Wedding song
of the year, for his show

‘Swayamvar – Mika Di Vohti’
on Star Bharat, is finally out
and we are blessed to witness
unparalleled beauty of brides
from Kashmir to Kanyakumari.
The video features Mika
Singh’s brides – to – be from
different regions of India and
in their traditional wedding
outfits. Their absolutely gor-
geous attire shows off their
beauty and their traditional
looks perfectly define the
brides – to – be. Mika Singh
composed and wrote the song,
listing all the things he wishes
for in his future wife. 
The Wedding anthem video is
a stunning collection of all the
brides – to – be, up for com-
peting to become Mika Singh’s
‘Vohti’. Their visuals which
feature bridalwear from
Kashmir to Kanyakumari
might very well be a represen-
tation of their individual per-
sonalities and heritage.  We
are delighted to be able to
witness such a unique intro-
duction of Mika Singh’s brides

– to – be and wish them all the
luck in winning over Mika’s
heart! This glimpse into the
Star Bharat show ‘Swayamvar
– Mika Di Vohti’ has given us
all a great wedding anthem
and a grand start towards the
launch of the show. Will the
beauties featured in the video

create a special place in Mika
Singh’s heart? Will they be
competing peacefully or
fiercely? 
Stay tuned as the wait will be
over with the launch of the
show ‘Swayamvar – Mika Di
Vohti’ on 19th of June, only on
Star Bharat!

‘Swayamvar – Mika Di Vohti’ features
brides from all over India         
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Mumbai, May 18 (PTI):

Runaway leaders
Gujarat Titans would look
to continue their winning
momentum ahead of the

play-offs while Royal
Challengers Bangalore
need a big victory to keep
their last-four stage hopes
alive when the two teams
face each other in their

final IPL league match
here on Thursday.

Newcomers GT have so
far had a dream opening
season as they are already
assured of a top spot in the

standings with 20 points
from 13 games.

RCB, on the other hand,
have had a mixed bag this
season, registering seven
wins and six losses to oc-

cupy the fifth spot with 14
points from 13 matches.

But what could hurt
RCB is their net run rate of
-0.323. A win against GT
would move them to 16
points but that might not
be enough as they also
need a few favourable re-
sults going their way.

Delhi Capitals, who are
currently at fourth spot,
can also secure 16 points if
they beat Mumbai Indians
in their last match and
they have a much better
net run rate than RCB at
+0.255.

With back-to-back wins,
RCB had the momentum
going their way but that
fizzled out after a big 54-
run loss to Punjab Kings
in their last match.

RCB, however, would be
concerned over the form
of Josh Hazzlewood and
Mohammed Siraj as they
leaked runs against
Punjab.

But du Plessis would be
hoping for one complete
performance from his side
to keep RCB in the hunt.

GT, on the other hand,
are the side to beat in this
IPL. Even if they lose on
Thursday, the Hardik
Pandya-led side will finish
at the top, which means it
will get two chances to
reach the final.

RCB eye big win over GT
to stay in play-off race

New Delhi, May 18 (PTI):

Indian boxer Nikhat
Zareen breezed into the
World Boxing
Championships final with
a dominating victory over
Brazil's Caroline De
Almeida in Istanbul, on
Wednesday.

Zareen, who is a former
junior world champion,
stayed calm and complete-
ly dominated her rival for
a 5-0 win by unanimous de-

cision in the last-four bout
of the 52kg competition.

Six-time champion MC
Mary Kom, Sarita Devi,
Jenny RL and Lekha C are
the only Indian women
boxers who have won
world title and now
Hyderabad based Zareen
has the opportunity to join
the elite list.

India's best perform-
ance in the event came in
2006 when the country
snared eight medals, in-

cluding four gold, one sil-
ver and three bronze.

In the last edition, four
Indian boxers returned
home with medals Manju
Rani clinched the silver,
while Mary Kom bagged
an unparalleled eighth
world medal in the form of
a bronze.

Later in the day,
Manisha Moun (57kg) and
Parveen Hooda (63kg) will
compete in their respec-
tive semifinals.

Bangkok, May 18 (PTI):

Fresh from playing a
major role in India's his-
toric Thomas Cup tri-
umph, ace shuttler
Kidambi Srikanth ad-
vanced to the men's sin-
gles second round, even as
Olympic medallist Saina
Nehwal failed to clear the
first hurdle at the
Thailand Open here on
Wednesday.

Srikanth, seeded eighth
in the BWF Super 500 tour-
nament, won his first
round match against Brice
Leverdez of France 18-21

21-10 21-16 in 49 minutes.
He next faces qualifier

Nhat Nguyen of Ireland,
who defeated Hans-
Kristian Solberg
Vittinghus of Denmark 21-
12 23-21 in the first round.

The Indian men's team,
led by Srikanth, had beat-
en 14-time champions
Indonesia in the final to
win the country's maiden
Thomas Cup title on
Sunday.

London Olympic bronze
medallist Saina battled
hard for 50 minutes before
losing 21-11 15-21 17-21
against Korean Kim Ga

Eun in the women's sin-
gles first round. Indian
qualifier Ashmita Chaliha
lost to seventh seeded
Ratchanok Intanon of
Thaliand 10-21 15-21 in a
first round match that last-
ed 29 minutes.

Compatriot and another
qualifier, Aakarshi
Kashyap lost to Michelle
Li of Canada 13-21 18-21 to
bow out of the tourna-
ment in the first round.

Malvika Bansod battled
her way into the second
round with a fighting 17-21
21-15 21-11 win over
Ukraine's Maria Ultina.

Srikanth enters second
round of Thailand Open

Boxer Nikhat Zareen storms
into World C’ship final

London, May 18 (AP):

Veteran fast bowlers
James Anderson and
Stuart Broad were recalled
to the England Test squad
on Wednesday under new
captain Ben Stokes.

Anderson and Broad
were dropped for the tour
of the West Indies earlier
this year, which followed a
stinging 4-0 Ashes loss in
Australia.

But the 39-year-old
Anderson and 35-year-old
Broad will return for the
three-test series against
New Zealand next month
as England begins a new
era of leadership under
Stokes and new coach
Brendon McCullum, who
is a former New Zealand
international.

The first squad under
Stokes and McCullum con-
tains two new faces in
Yorkshire batter Harry
Brook and Durham seam
bowler Matthew Potts,
who were called up for the
first time. Joe Root was se-
lected after giving up the
Test captaincy after the se-
ries loss in the West

Indies. English cricket has
endured a turbulent few
months with Root, coach
Chris Silverwood, the di-
rector of cricket and, most
recently, the CEO, all step-
ping down, while the team
sits at the bottom of the
world test championship
standings after losing its
last four series and nine
out of 14 Tests in that run.

The first step in
England's "red-ball reset"
comes against reigning
Test champion New

Zealand, with the series-
opener at Lord's starting
on June 2. "This is the
start of a new era for our
test team under the stew-
ardship of Ben (Stokes)
and Brendon
(McCullum)," said Rob
Key, the new managing di-
rector for England men's
cricket. "With a blend of
youth and experience, we
have selected an exciting
squad that can compete
with New Zealand in next
month's Test series."

Anderson and Broad return to
England Test squad under Stokes

Mumbai, May 18 (PTI):

Former Sri Lankan pacer
Chaminda Vaas reckons
rookie speedster Umran
Malik, who has thrilled
everyone with his pace in
the IPL, will become a
"great bowler" for India.

Playing for the Sunrisers
Hyderabad in IPL-15, the
fast bowler from Jammu
has been impressive with
his pace and consistently
clocked above 150 kmph in
the speed gun.

He has so far taken 21
wickets, with best figures of
5/25 and is the fourth high-
est wicket-taker in the tour-
nament. "I think he
(Umran) is getting better
day by day and I saw him
playing in the last IPL as
well. He is bowling consis-
tently and accuracy is im-
portant when it comes to
T20. And he will be a great
bowler for India. He will be
there with (Jasprit)
Bumrah, I guess if India
gives him a chance. He will
go a long way," Vaas told re-
porters here. The ex-left-
arm seamer, who has 355
wickets in 111 Tests, is in
the city to coach children of

the 'Mumbai Cricket Club'
led by coach Jwala Singh.

This IPL has also seen the
emergence of young pacers
like Mukesh Choudhary,
Arshdeep Singh, Umran,
Avesh Khan, Mohsin Khan
and the 48-year-old attrib-
uted it to good first-class
structure in India.

"India has a good first-
class structure and most of
the first-class clubs are pro-
ducing a lot of (good) crick-
eters and India cricket has a
plan going forward. So that
is why they are able to pro-
duce so many fast bowlers,
cricketers," he said.

Umran will be a great
bowler for India: Vaas

Gwangju, May 18 (PTI):

The Indian men's com-
pound archery team pro-
duced stunning perform-
ances to shock world no.1
USA and powerhouse South
Korea in the quarterfinals
and semifinals respectively,
and assure itself a silver
medal at the World Cup
Stage 2 here on Wednesday.

Abhishek Verma, Aman
Saini and Rajat Chauhan
rose above expectations to
shock USA 234-228 in the
quarterfinals before getting
the better of South Korea in
the shoot-off to seal their
place in the title clash,
where they will take on
world no.4 France.

Later, the women's com-
pound team of Avneet
Kaur, Muskan Kirar and
Priya Gurjar suffered a two-
point defeat against South
Korea in the semifinals but
managed to claim a bronze,
defeating Turkey 232-231.

The biggest shocker
came earlier in the day in
the men's compound team

event when the Indian trio
of Abhishek, Aman and
Rajat defeated USA in a
one-sided quarterfinal.

Continuing their giant-
killing run, the Indians
then bounced back from a
two-point deficit at the
halfway mark to oust the
Korean trio of Kim Jongho,
Choi Yonghee and Yang
Jaewon in a shoot-off 233-
233 (29-26) to advance into
the final. Having started off

with a one-point lead (59-58)
in the semifinals, the
Indians found the going
tough and lost the next two
ends to trail 174-176. In the
fourth end, they edged out
the Koreans 59-57 to level
the scores at 233-233.

In the shoot-off, the top-
seeded Koreans crumbled
under pressure, shooting
one in the outer red circle
(7) as the Indians shot two
Xs (closest to the centre) to

confirm at least a silver.
India had begun their

campaign with a 235-229
win over Italy in the round
of 16 in the men's com-
pound section.

In the women's com-
pound team event, the
Indians, who got a bye into
the quarterfinals, started
off defeating Chinese
Taipei 228-226.

But in the semifinal, they
lost to Korea 228-230.

Compound men archers assure of silver,
women bag bronze in WC Stage 2

Geneva, May 18 (AP):

Second-ranked Daniil
Medvedev lost his come-
back match after a six-
week injury layoff, beaten
6-2, 7-6 (5) by Richard
Gasquet in the second
round at the Geneva
Open.

Medvedev, who under-
went hernia surgery last
month, cautioned Sunday
he was often a slow starter
on clay courts. So it
proved in his first match
on the surface this season,

in the last tournament be-
fore the French Open.
Medvedev double-faulted
for the seventh time on
Gasquet's first match
point, as the Frenchman
ended a 36-match losing
streak against opponents
ranked No. 1 or 2 after
beating Roger Federer 17
years ago at Monte Carlo.

It's tough. I don't play
my best tennis on clay
courts," Medvedev said on
Tuesday.

"I kind of need to be in
the zone, which I was not
today.

Unlike Medvedev,
Gasquet has won titles on
clay in his career and the
35-year-old Frenchman
frustrated his top-seeded
Russian opponent in an
assured first set.

Medvedev had three
double-faults when his
serve was broken to open
the second set, and he
broke a racket on the
court in the next game. He
leveled at 3-3 and clinched
the next game at love with
a second-service ace.

Medvedev loses to Gasquet in
Geneva in return from injury

New York, May 18 (PTI):

Cricket legend Kapil Dev feels
the day Indian parents start
giving more emphasis on
sports, the country will pro-
duce more champions across
disciplines.
Kapil said the mentality of
Indian parents towards sports
has changed drastically over
the years, but more needs to
be done.
Kapil made the remarks close
on the heels of the Indian men
badminton team's historic
Thomas Cup triumph on
Sunday. "I feel (it's) the par-
ents, not the kids. We produce
more doctors, scientists, engi-
neers in our country because
parents want them to. The day
parents want their kid to
become a sportsperson, we
will produce all champions,"
Kapil said here on Tuesday.
He was responding to a ques-
tion by PTI on what changes
he has witnessed in Indian
sports over the years that is
propelling the country's
sportspersons to excel on the

international arena.
Kapil was the guest of honour
at a special event hosted by the
Consulate General of India in
New York as part of the 'Azadi
ka Amrit Mahotsav' celebra-
tions to commemorate India's
75 years of independence. The
event was attended by mem-
bers of the Indian diaspora and
cricketing fans.
Kapil, considered one of the
greatest all-rounders of all time,
cited an example in this regard,
saying if his daughter had to
appear for 10th grade examina-
tion and simultaneously play for
junior India, he would tell her to
"go and study".

India will produce champions
the day parents give more
emphasis on sports: Kapil

Morbi (Guj), May 18 (PTI): 

At least 12 labourers
were killed when a wall
collapsed at a salt packag-
ing factory in Gujarat's
Morbi district on
Wednesday, officials said.

The incident took
place at Sagar Salt facto-
ry situated inside the
Halvad industrial area,
said state Labour and
Employment Minister
and local MLA Brijesh
Merja.

"At least 12 workers
have died due to the wall
collapse. Efforts to res-
cue others who might
have been trapped under
the debris are still on,"
Merja said.

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi ex-
pressed grief over the
tragedy and announced a
compensation of Rs 2
lakh each for the kin of
the deceased.

"The tragedy in Morbi
caused by a wall collapse
is heart-rending. In this
hour of grief, my
thoughts are with the be-
reaved families. May the
injured recover soon.
Local authorities are
providing all possible as-
sistance to the affected,"
Modi tweeted.

The PMO also in-
formed on Twitter that a
compensation of Rs 2
lakh each will be given to
the next of kin of the de-

ceased from the Prime
Minister's National
Relief Fund. The injured
would be given Rs 50,000
each, it added. Union
Home Minister Amit
Shah also took to Twitter
to express grief over the
tragedy.

He spoke to Gujarat
Chief Minister
Bhupendra Patel over
phone about the ongoing
rescue work, he said.

Chief minister Patel
announced a compensa-
tion of Rs 4 lakh each for
the kin of the victims
and gave instructions to
the district administra-
tion about the rescue and
relief work, said a state-
ment by his office.

12 labourers killed in wall 
collapse at factory

Compensation
announced

The PMO informed on
Twitter that a compensation of
Rs 2 lakh each will be given to
the next of kin of the deceased
from the Prime Minister's
National Relief Fund. The in-
jured would be given Rs 50,000
each, it added. Union Home
Minister Amit Shah also took to
Twitter to express grief over
the tragedy. Chief minister
Patel announced a compensa-
tion of Rs 4 lakh each for the
kin of the victims and gave in-
structions to the district admin-
istration about the rescue and
relief work, said a statement by
his office.

Two Nagpur kids win
Oxford’s global read contest

New Delhi, May 18 (PTI): 

Two school students
from Nagpur have been
named winners of the
Oxford Big Read Global
Competition 2021.

Kavya Raj Agarwal
from Centre Point School
in Nagpur's Wardhaman
Nagar and Tanisha Gupta
of the same school in
Amravati Road Bypass
were among the 149 stu-
dents who took part from
India.

In the competition, pri-
mary and secondary
school students are re-
quired to read Oxford
University Press (OUP)
supplementary readers
and do different age-wise
activities based on the
levels they belong to.

In the 2021 contest, par-
ticipants at the global
level were from India,
Pakistan, South-east
Asia, Hong Kong and
mainland China,
Vietnam and Turkey. The
prizes included OUP
books, 100 pounds and
Apple iPad.

The contest is aimed at
encouraging young chil-
dren to enrich their lives
by embarking on a life-
long journey as avid read-
ers.

This year too, the com-
petition will be open to all
students from classes 1-9
with June 15 being the
last date to submit school
entries. The national win-
ners will be announced
on July 20 and the global
winners on September 15.

UP govt not to give grant
to any new madrassa

Lucknow, May 18 (PTI): 

No new madrassa will
be given a grant by the
Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment, the state cabinet
has decided. UP minister
of state for minority wel-
fare Danish Azad Ansari
told PTI on Wednesday
that the decision was
taken at the state cabinet
meeting chaired by Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath
a day earlier.

The minister said that
the madrassas currently
receiving government
grants will continue to get
it, but no new beneficiary
will be included in the list.
The decision came days
after the singing of the na-
tional anthem was made
compulsory at all madras-

sas in the BJP-ruled state.
Asked about the reason

behind this decision,
Ansari said that at pres-
ent 560 madrassas are get-
ting government grants
in the state. "It is a big
number. The focus of the
government is on provid-
ing quality education in
madrassas. That is why
now no new madrassa
will be included in this
list," the minister said.

On whether the restric-
tion could be lifted in the
future, the minister said,
"This is what is now.
What will happen later
will be seen later." There
are a total of 16,461
madrassas in the state,
out of which 560 are re-
ceiving government
grants.

Kolkata, May 18 (PTI): 

Police on Wednesday
used water cannons and
baton-charged activists of
the Akhil Bharatiya
Vidyarthi Parishad, who
tried to force their way
past the security cordon
near Bikash Bhavan here
in protest against alleged
irregularities in appoint-
ments to various posts of
the education department.

An officer of the
Bidhannagar Police
Commissionerate said
around 100 ABVP mem-
bers turned violent when
they were stopped near
Bikash Bhavan - the head-
quarters of the depart-
ment - prompting security

personnel to baton-charge
and deploy water can-
nons.

ABVP national secre-
tary Saptarshi Sarkar said
"four of our activists were

arrested while at least six
others suffered injuries in
the police action.

Sarkar said the ABVP
members wanted to sub-
mit a memorandum to the

higher education authori-
ties against the alleged ir-
regularities in appoint-
ments. The lathi-charge
by police was unprovoked,
he claimed.

Thiruvananthapuram, May 18 (PTI): 

The Left government in
Kerala on Wednesday
gave nod to purchase a
fleet of 700 compressed
natural gas (CNG) buses
to support the "cash-
strapped" Kerala State
Road Transport
Corporation (KSRTC)
when it is reeling under
an "acute financial cri-
sis."

A Cabinet meeting,
chaired by Chief
Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan, accorded sanc-
tion for the environment-
friendly buses for the
KSRTC-SWIFT at an ex-
pense of Rs 455 crore by
getting a loan from the
Kerala Infrastructure
Investment Board
(KIIFB) at an interest rate
of 4 per cent.

KSRTC-SWIFT is a new
entity formed by the

Corporation to run long-
distance bus service.

State Transport
Minister Antony Raju
said the new buses are
being bought as part of
the restructuring drive of
the KSRTC to reduce loss-
es and increase revenue.

It was for the first time
after 2017 that the
Corporation had pur-
chased 116 buses recently
for the the KSRTC-
SWIFT, he said.

The Minister expressed
hope that with the launch
of the 700 new buses, the
public transport facility
would be improved and
the Corporation's rev-
enue would register a re-
markable growth.

"With the arrival of the
new buses, the ratio of
the buses to the staff and
fuel cost will also be re-
duced remarkably," Raju
added.

At present, only one
CNG bus is operated on
an experimenal basis
under KSRTC in the
southern State, official
sources said.

The Pinarayi Vijayan
government granted per-
mission to purchase the
new CNG buses when the
KSRTC is "struggling
hard" to disburse the
monthly salary and pen-
sion to hundreds of its
employees and the retired
staff.

A section of employees,
earlier this month, staged
a day-long strike support-
ed by the Opposition
trade unions, demanding
the monthly salary with-
out delay.

Meanwhile, the
Cabinet decided to consti-
tute monitoring commit-
tees to oversee the effi-
cient, transparent and
timely implementation of

various developmental
schemes for the sched-
uled caste (SC) and sched-
uled tribe (ST) people in
the State.

The decision was taken
to set up the committees
on a constituency basis
under the aegis of dis-
trict SC development offi-
cer/assistant district ST
development officer.

MLAs of the respective
constituencies would be
the chairman and the SC
developmental officers
would be the conveners of
the panel, a CMO state-
ment said here.

The Cabinet decided
also to construct a house
for the rehabilitation of
surrendered Maoist
Lijesh alias Ramu, a na-
tive of Karnataka, in
Ernakulam district
under the State's Life
Mission project, the state-
ment added.

Chandigarh, May 18 (PTI): 

Protesting Punjab farm-
ers have agreed to end their
agitation following a meet-
ing with Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann here, offi-
cial sources said. A meet-
ing between Mann and sev-
eral farmer leaders took
place at Punjab Bhawan to
discuss their demands, in-
cluding a bonus on wheat
and beginning paddy sow-
ing from June 10, the
sources said.

The meeting lasted for
more than two-and-a-half
hours. A consensus has
been reached on several de-
mands of farmers, said a
farmer leader. Punjab
Rural Development
Minister Kuldeep Singh
Dhaliwal will share details

of the meeting at the
protest site, said another
farmer leader. Scores of
Punjab farmers had sat on
a protest near the
Chandigarh-Mohali border
on Tuesday after they were
stopped from heading to
the state capital to press the
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
government to meet their
various demands. They had
squatted and parked their
vehicles in the middle of
the road. They spent the
night on the Chandigarh-
Mohali road near YPS
chowk. Among their vari-
ous demands, farmers
wanted a Rs 500 bonus on
each quintal of wheat as its
yield has dropped and
shrivelled because of un-
precedented heatwave con-
ditions. They were also

against the Punjab govern-
ment's decision to allow
paddy sowing in a stag-
gered manner from June 18
to lessen the electricity bur-
den and conserve under-
ground water.

The protesters wanted
the government to allow
them to sow paddy from
June 10. They also wanted a
notification issued for the
minimum support price for
maize, moong and basmati.
The farmers were also de-
manding the government
to lower the charges on the
extension of electricity
load from Rs 4,800 to Rs
1,200, 10-12 hours of power
supply and release of out-
standing sugarcane pay-
ments. They were also
against the installation of
smart electricity meters.

Tamil sentiment ensured 
release of Rajiv case convicts

Chennai, May 18 (PTI):  

A G Perarivalan alias
Arivu is now a free man fol-
lowing a legal battle, and
that long fight provides
scope for throwback mo-
ments of Tamil sentiments
that propelled the struggle
and backed by most politi-
cal parties and successive
governments in Tamil
Nadu.

The clamour by pro-
Tamil outfits for the release
of Rajiv Gandhi assassina-
tion case convicts began
well over a decade and
their demand's undercur-
rent was that they were
Tamil people who had
championed the Tamil
cause and have undergone
punishment for decades.

"Ezhu Tamizhar
Viduthalai,' which means
'The release of 7 Tamils'

became a popular outcry
over a period of time in
Tamil Nadu. The demand
had the strong backing of
Dravidian majors, the
DMK and the AIADMK
and the Tamil Nadu
Congress, apparently in
view of the sentiments in-
volved was prompted to de-
clare in 2020 that if the
court announces the re-
lease of the 7 convicts it
was acceptable to it. The
Congress party had howev-
er said then that political
parties demanding their
release was completely un-
acceptable.

On top of all such fac-
tors, Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi, during his
election campaign last
year in Puducherry had
said he had forgiven those
responsible for his father
Rajiv Gandhi's killing.

The demand for their re-
lease was backed by almost
all other parties including
the Viduthalai
Chiruthaigal Katchi. May
17 Movement is among the
pro-Tamil outfits in Tamil
Nadu. The state unit of the
BJP though opposed to
their release, it became ap-
parent over the years that
the Saffron party too found
it a touchy subject and
tried its best to handle the
matter in a subtle fashion.

The Tamil sentiment in
the Rajiv case context
stems from the sufferings
of the Tamil people in Sri
Lanka, political commen-
tator M Bharat Kumar
said. "The Tamil national-
ists' argument is that the
case against Perarivalan
was fabricated and they
see those convicted in this
case as people who cham-

pioned the Tamil cause
and regard them as vic-
tims and hence a need to
fight for their cause," he
told PTI.

Since these convicts
have also suffered punish-
ment in the case, the de-
mand for their release
found acceptance with sev-
eral other sections of peo-
ple and their voices grew
stronger, he said. "When
this demand found accept-
ance and especially when it
is associated with Tamil
sentiments, the AIADMK
and DMK have no choice
but to back it," he said.

"Tamil nationalist sup-
porters also have pointed
out repeatedly that late
LTTE (now defunct) supre-
mo V Prabhakaran had
said in 2002 that the killing
of Rajiv Gandhi was a trag-
ic incident", Kumar added.
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A bulldozer being used to demolish buildings in the Patna Collectorate campus, Wednesday.

DEMOLITION DRIVE

Artists perform a street play for children, organised by Archaeological Survey of India on International Museum
Day, at the Taj Mahal complex, in Agra, Wednesday.

STREET PLAY 
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Farmers end protest after
meeting with CM Mann

Kerala Govt to buy 700 CNG buses
To support ailing KSRTC

Cops use water cannons to 
quell protesting ABVP activists 

Police use water cannon to disperse Akhil Bharatiya Vidyarthi Parishad (ABVP) activists during their protest march
towards Bikash Bhavan demanding corruption-free education and safety of women, in Kolkata, Wednesday.

New Delhi, May 18 (PTI):
The Standing Committee
on Finance has called a
meeting on Thursday to
discuss issues concerning
anti-competitive practices
by big tech companies like
Google, Facebook and
Twitter. In the day-long
meeting, as per the sched-
ule posted on the Lok
Sabha website, the parlia-
mentary panel will be hear-
ing views of hospitality,
restaurants and travel
agents associations on the
subject 'Anti-Competitive
Practices by Big-tech com-
panies'. The panel, headed
by former minister of state
for finance Jayant Sinha,
will also hear the views of
the Confederation of All
India Traders (CAIT) on
the subject.

Par panel to discuss
anti-competitive
practices by big

tech firms



New Delhi, May 18 (PTI): 

China is constructing a
second bridge in an area
held by it around the
strategically key Pangong
Tso lake in eastern
Ladakh and it could help
the Chinese military to
quickly mobilise its troops
in the region, according to
satellite imagery and peo-
ple familiar with the devel-
opment on Wednesday.

The bridge is being built
amid the lingering stand-
off between the Indian
and Chinese militaries at
several friction points in

eastern Ladakh for over
two years. There is no offi-
cial reaction or comment
by the Indian defence es-
tablishment on the new
construction.

China has been focusing
on strengthening its mili-
tary infrastructure after
Indian troops captured
several strategic peaks on
the southern bank of the
Pangong lake in August
2020 after the Chinese PLA
attempted to intimidate
them in the area.

India too has been con-
structing bridges, roads
and tunnels in the border

regions as part of overall
efforts to enhance military
preparedness.

It is learnt that China
has recently completed the
construction of the first
bridge in the area.

The people cited above
said the new bridge is
being built in an area that
is over 20 km from the
Line of Actual Control
(LAC). Damien Symon, a
geospatial intelligence re-
searcher, who keeps track
of Chinese activities along
the LAC, posted satellite
images of the new con-
struction on Twitter.

Symon, who uses the
handle @detresfa_ said a
"larger bridge" is being de-
veloped parallel to the first
one, adding the likely aim
of the construction is to
"support larger/heavier
movement" (of the mili-
tary) over the lake.

The satellite image post-
ed by Symon noted that
the bridge is being built
from both sides simultane-
ously. The bridge is likely
to cut the distance signifi-
cantly from the depth area
of Rudok to the region
around the LAC in
Pangong Tso.

Resign
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Delhi
Lieutenant Governor Anil
Baijal has resigned citing
personal reasons, a sen-
ior official said on
Wednesday. He was
appointed the national
capital's LG in December,
2016. "He (Baijal) has
submitted his resignation
to the president," the
official told PTI.

Greetings 
BBeennggaalluurruu:: Greetings to
former Prime Minister
and JD(S) supremo H D
Deve Gowda poured in on
his 89th birthday on
Wednesday. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
extended his wishes, call-
ing Gowda a respected
statesman. Gowda served
as the 11th Prime
Minister from June 1,
1996 to to April 21, 1997,
after emerging as the
leader of the 13-party
United Front, which was
supported by the
Congress from outside.

Shot dead
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: A 48-year-old
man was shot dead
allegedly by unidentified
persons in central Delhi's
Daryaganj area, police
said on Wednesday. The
deceased has been iden-
tified as Moinuddin
Qureshi, they said. 

Clash 
BBaalllliiaa  ((UUPP)):: Five people
were injured in a clash
between members of two
communities over a trivial
issue in a village here,
police said on
Wednesday. A case has
been registered against
11 people from both sides
and 10 of them have been
arrested, they said.
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Blazing Sword Division of
Gajraj Corps of the Indian

Army evacuates a child dur-
ing flood relief operations

after heavy rainfall in Hojai
district, Tuesday evening.
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New Delhi, May 18 (PTI) 

Invoking its extraordi-
nary power under Article
142 of the Constitution,
the Supreme Court
Wednesday ordered the re-
lease of A G Perarivalan,
who has served over 30
years in jail in the Rajiv
Gandhi assassination
case.

A bench headed by
Justice L Nageswara Rao
said the Tamil Nadu state
cabinet's advice recom-
mending the premature
release of all seven con-
victs in the case was bind-
ing on the governor. The

apex court also discarded
the Centre's argument that
the president exclusively

has the power to grant par-
don in a case under sec-
tion 302 the Indian Penal

Code, saying this would
render article 161 (power
of governor to grant par-
don) functionless.

The bench, also com-
prising Justice B R Gavai,
held that states have the
power to advise and aid
the governor in case of
pleas of pardon under ar-
ticle 161 made by convicts
in murder cases.

Article 142 of the
Constitution deals with
the Supreme Court's
power to exercise its juris-
diction and pass order for
doing complete justice in
any cause or matter pend-
ing before it. The article
was also used in the Ram
J a n m a b h o o m i - B a b r i

Masjid land dispute case.
The Centre had earlier

defended the Tamil Nadu
governor's decision to
send the mercy plea of
Perarivalan to the presi-
dent.

Additional Solicitor
General K M Nataraj had
said that only the presi-
dent can decide the plea re-
garding remission, com-
mutation and mercy plea
of an individual convicted
under the central law.

On March 9, the top
court had granted bail to
Perarivalan while taking
note of his long incarcera-
tion and no history of
complaints when out on
parole.

Ahmedabad, May 18 (PTI): 

Patidar leader Hardik
Patel, who joined the
Congress three years ago,
on Wednesday resigned
from the party, accusing
its top leadership of be-
having as if they hated
Gujarat and Gujaratis.

In his resignation letter
to Congress chief Sonia
Gandhi, which comes
ahead of this year's state
Assembly polls, Patel (28)
said he was quitting as the
Gujarat Congress working
president and from the
party's primary member-
ship.

Patel wrote of his disap-
pointment when party

workers like him travelled
500-600 km a day to attend
a party meeting and dis-
cuss issues but found the
leaders busy trying to en-
sure that some senior
Congress leader from
Delhi was served his
chicken sandwich on time.

New Delhi, May 18 (PTI): 

The Supreme Court on
Wednesday granted bail to
Indrani Mukerjea, the
prime accused in the mur-
der of her daughter
Sheena Bora, saying that
six-and-a-half years years
in prison is too long a term
and that the trial will not
be completed anytime
soon.

A three-judge bench
headed by Justice L
Nageswara Rao noted
that Indrani Mukerjea
has been in jail since 2015,
and said the trial is not
going to be completed
anytime soon as out of
237 witnesses cited by
prosecution only 68 have
been examined till date.

"The petitioner is

charged with kidnapping
with an intention to mur-
der her daughter after en-
tering into a criminal
conspiracy. The petition-
er is wife of Peter
Mukerjea, who is co ac-
cused in the case. The al-
legation made against the
petitioner is that she
planned the murder in
view of the live in rela-
tionship of her daughter
with Rahul Mukerjea, who
is the son of Peter
Mukerjea through his ear-
lier wife," the bench said.

New Delhi, May 18 (PTI): 

India on Wednesday
rolled out the red carpet for
foreign filmmakers to make
movies in the country by of-
fering incentives up to Rs 2.5
crore for co-production and
hiring local manpower in
such ventures.

Information &
Broadcasting Minister
Anurag Thakur made the
announcement after inau-
gurating the India Pavilion

at Cannes Film Market -
'Marche du Film' in the pres-
ence of personalities from
showbiz including Deepika
Padukone, A R Rahman, R
Madhavan, Shekar Kapur
and Prasoon Joshi. Under
the incentive scheme, the
Indian co-producer of an in-
ternational film project can
claim cash reimbursement
of up to 30 per cent of quali-
fying expenditure in India
or up to 2.6 lakh dollars (Rs 2
crore), Thakur was quoted

as saying in an official re-
lease. Foreign films shooting
in India can claim an addi-
tional 5 per cent bonus up to
a maximum of 65,000 dollars
(Rs 50 lakh) for employing 15
per cent or more manpower
locally, he said.

The schemes will provide
an impetus to global collabo-
rations with India, attract
investment from foreign
filmmakers and help pro-
mote India as a filming des-
tination, Thakur said.

New Delhi, May 18 (PTI): 

The Cabinet on Wednesday
empowered boards of state-
owned companies to decide
on the closure and divest-
ment of units/subsidiaries.
Presently, the Board of
Directors of holding or parent
public sector enterprises
have been delegated certain
powers to make equity
investments to establish
financial joint ventures and
wholly-owned subsidiaries
and undertake
mergers/acquisitions, subject
to certain ceilings of net

worth. However, the Boards
do not have powers for disin-
vestment or closure of their
subsidiaries or units or stake
in JVs, except for some limit-
ed powers given to
Maharatna PSEs for minority
stake disinvestment in their
subsidiaries. Therefore,
approval of the Cabinet was
required for both strategic
disinvestment and minority
stake sale or closure of the
subsidiaries or units or sale
of their stakes in a JV, irre-
spective of the size of opera-
tions or capital deployed of
such subsidiaries, etc.

MATTER OF CONCERN

‘China building new bridge near Pangong’

RAJIV GANDHI ASSASSINATION CASE

SC orders release of  convict Perarivalan
̈ Invokes Article 142

A.G. Perarivalan, convict in Rajiv Gandhi assassination case, with his
father and sister after Supreme Court released him using special powers,
at his house in Jolarpet, Tirupattur district, Wednesday.

Sheena Bora murder case

SC grants bail to Indrani Mukerjea 

Hardik Patel quits Congress

Soon after Hardik Patel quit
the Congress on Wednesday,
the opposition party alleged
that the BJP has "lured" the
Patidar leader by promising
to get cases against him
withdrawn and has "script-
ed" his resignation letter.
Congress leader and party
spokesperson Shaktisinh
Gohil also launched a
scathing attack on Patel,
calling him "dishonest" and
an "opportunist", and
claimed that youth leaders
who have switched to the
BJP have been reduced to
"zero".

Patidar leader 
‘opportunist’: Cong

PSEs empowered to decide
on closure, divestment of

units/subsidiaries

Chandipur, May 18: 

The Defence Research and
Development Organisation and
the Indian Navy Wednesday
successfully conducted the
maiden flight-test of indige-
nously-developed Naval anti-
ship missile launched from a
Naval helicopter from
Integrated Test Range,
Chandipur off the coast of
Odisha, DRDO sources said.
The missile followed the
desired sea skimming trajecto-
ry and reached the designated
target with high degree of
accuracy, validating the con-
trol, guidance and mission
algorithms,, they said.

New Delhi, May 18 (PTI): 

The CBI on Wednesday arrest-
ed S Bhaskararaman, a close
associate of Lok Sabha MP
Karti Chidambaram, in connec-
tion with a Rs 50 lakh alleged
bribery case for clearing visas
of 263 Chinese nationals work-
ing at Talwandi Sabo Power Ltd
in Punjab, officials said. The
bribery incident allegedly took
place in 2011 when Karti
Chidambaram's father P
Chidambaram was the Union
home minister.
The CBI took Bhaskararaman
for questioning late Tuesday
and arrested him early

Wednesday in Chennai, they
said. He will be brought to
Delhi by Wednesday night and
produced before the Special
CBI Court at Rouse Avenue on
Thursday, they said.
Bhaskararaman was earlier
arrested by Enforcement
Directorate in the INX media
case. The agency has alleged
that Bhaskararaman was
approached by Vikas Makharia,
the then associate vice presi-
dent of Talwandi Sabo Power
Ltd (TSPL), for the reissue of
project visas for 263 Chinese
workers working at the Mansa-
based power plant which was
in the process of being set up.

BRIBERY CASE

CBI arrests Bhaskararaman,
close associate of Karti

New Delhi, May 18: 

The Supreme Court on
Wednesday permitted reser-
vation for the Other
Backward Classes (OBCs) in
the local body elections in
Madhya Pradesh. The apex
court, which had passed an
order on May 10 and noted
that no reservation for OBCs
can be provisioned until the
triple test formality is com-
pleted 'in all respects' by the
state government, permitted
the state to notify the reser-
vation pattern local body
wise as delineated in the re-
ports of the dedicated com-

mission. A bench headed by
Justice A M Khanwilkar
passed the order on an appli-
cation filed by the state seek-
ing modification of the May
10 order and permitting the
conduct of elections based
on recently notified delimi-
tation. In the application, the
state government had also
urged the court to permit it
to notify reservation for
OBCs based on the recom-
mendation of the OBC
Commission in the second
report of May 12 and for the
S c h e d u l e d
Castes/Scheduled Tribes
within four weeks.

RED CARPET WELCOME

Govt unveils sops for shooting
foreign films in India

Navy test-fires
anti-ship missile

SC permits OBC reservation
in MP local body polls
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Bhilai, May 18: SSIPS
Raipur had organized a
Blood Donation
Programme on May 14,
2022 and an Induction pro-
gram was conducted on
May 09, 2022 in collabora-
tion with Indian Red Cross
Society, Raipur. The first
event was an induction pro-
gramme on "Benefits of
Voluntary Blood Donation"
presided by Sudeeep
Shrivastava, State
Counsellor, Indian Red
Cross Society, Raipur.

The session was conduct-
ed on May 09, 2022 from
13:30 hrs to 14:30 hrs in E-
Classroom. Dr Manoj
Sharma, Principal of
SSIPS, Dr Apoorwa
Mishra, Nitin Jain,
Sandhya Bhattacharya,
Anand Tamrakar and RK
Sahu were present.

In the session Sudeeep
Shrivastava brought aware-
ness in the students about
shortage of blood and why
we must donate blood every
year, to help the persons
who are in need of it. He
encouraged and motivated
large number of students

to voluntarily come for-
ward for donating the
blood. He gave information
to the students about the
health benefits of blood do-
nation and also there was
an interactive session in
which Sudeep clarified the
queries raised by the stu-
dents.

The second event was
one day blood donation
camp. It was well organized
in the E Classroom of the
college on May 14, 2022
from 09:00 hrs to 14:00 hrs.
The whole programme was
conducted under the guid-
ance of Sudeeep
Shrivastava, State
Counsellor, Indian Red
Cross Society, Raipur and
Dr Manoj Sharma,
Principal, Shri
Shankaracharya Institute
of Professional Studies

(SSIPS). A team of 2 doc-
tors and 4 nurses from Red
Cross had arrived for col-
lection of blood.

The Chairman of the
Institute Nishant Tripathi
(BG) and the other board
members registered their
presence in the event and
encouraged the blood
donors for their contribu-
tion in this noble work.
There was an overwhelm-
ing response from students,
faculty members of vari-
ous departments of the col-
lege.

They came forward vol-
untarily to donate blood.
All the blood donors were
given two valuable certifi-
cates one from Indian Red
Cross Society and another
one from the college, gift
bag and mask, blood test re-
port, and donor history

booklet. The student volun-
teers got the opportunity to
be registered as a volunteer
with Global Red Cross
Organisation. The donors
were provided with light re-
freshments also. The stu-
dents of BBA Department
had made rangoli in the
theme of promoting blood
donation and they had also
made a selfi point for tak-
ing photos.

The coordinators of the
program were DK Dolhani,
Dr Ekta Mishra, Dr Sapna
Sharma, Malvika Tiwari,
Anand Tamrakar and
Priyanka Joseph. The stu-
dent volunteers were Saket
Tripathi, Kiran Bhoi, E
Sharat Kumar and Ayush
Kosare. All the students and
staff of SSIPS were present
in this event. The camp con-
tinued till 14:00 hrs.

A total of 100 units of
blood were collected during
the camp. Sudeeep
Shrivastava, State
Counsellor, Indian Red
Cross Society expressed his
gratitude to the volunteers
of the College for their ac-
tive participation in mak-
ing the camp an enormous
success.
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Bhilai, May 18: The game
of Gedi in which players
balance themselves on two
sticks is a popular sport in
the state of Chhattisgarh.
A new format of the game,
Gedi Ball, in which players
of Gedi have to play with a
football and score goal was
conceptualized in 2019
with the help of SAIL-
Bhilai Steel Plant's CSR
Dept. Two teams with 9
players each play this
game of 30 minute dura-
tion.

To popularize and devel-
op the game, a coaching
camp was inaugurated for
sports teachers of govern-
ment schools in Durg dis-
trict on Wednesday. The
camp was inaugurated by
KK Singh, ED (P&A). The
sports teachers were made
familiar with techniques
and rules of the game.

The coaching camp was
organized jointly by Gedi
Ball Association formed
by retired employees of
SAIL-BSP under the aegis

of BSP's Corporate Social
Responsibility (CSR) Dept
and District Education
Dept, Durg at Bhilai Ispat
Vikas Vidyalaya, Sector 6
premises. SK Jain, retired
ED in BSP and Tajuddin,
retired employee in CSR
Dept who is also a sports
trainer had together con-
ceptualized the Gediball
game.

The coaching camp
opened with an exhibition
match played by school
students of Village
Pauwara. In his address,
KK Singh, ED (P&A) stat-
ed that the game of
Gediball would not only
help the state of

Chhattisgarh earn a place
in the field of sports.

Once popularised, the
attractive game may
someday be played in na-
tional level, he added. He
congratulated the organiz-
ers, sports trainers and
those involved in organiz-
ing the camp and assured
them that BSP would help
support and encourage
the game.

In the first stage of the
camp, as many as 40
sports teachers and play-
ers from different schools
would be trained in the
camp. In the next stage
inter-school tournaments
would be organized.

Present on the occasion
were UK Jha, CGM (TSD),
SK Jain, President, Gedi
Ball Association, Abhay
Kumar Jaiswal, District
Education Officer,
Yompad Das who heads
the Akshya Patra
Foundation, Bhilai,
Tanvir Akil, District
Sports Officer, Tajuddin,
Secretary, Gedi Ball
Association, Sheorajan,
GM (CSR Dept) and
Member, Gedi Ball
Association, Sushil
Kamde, Manager (CSR),
Vivek Mishra, Asst Mgr
(CSR). The inaugural
function was conducted
by Rajni Rajak.
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Bhilai, May 18: On
Wednesday, Bhilai
Shramik Sabha President
Hind Mazdoor Sabha
Working President HS
Mishra blew the bigul for
the upcoming representa-
tive trade union election
in Bhilai Steel Plant.

He chaired a meeting of
all the office bearers and
executive committee mem-
bers at Union Office in
Sector 2 and motivated
them to work with dedica-
tion and commitment for
ensuring victory of the
union in the upcoming
election.

At the outset, the meet-
ing began with offering
floral tributes at the por-
traits of Loknayak Late
Jaiprakash Narayan, Late
Ram Manohar Lohiya and
renowned trade union
leader and former union
minister Late George
Fernandez.

Mishra urged the office
bearers to forget the per-
sonal differences and work
for the union. He asked
them to review the short-
comings of the previous
election and make efforts
to overcome them. He
asked them to work as per
the union's strategy with
commitment.

Mishra applied tilak and
extended best wishes to all
the office bearers and
working committee mem-
bers. Prem Singh Chandel,
Joginder Rao, DK Singh,
Rajesh Sharma, HN
Bharti, A Chinneraya,
Abhishek Mishra, Vijay
Shankar Tripathi, Amit
Kumar, Jainendra Kumar
Gahne, Vishal Kumar,
Dharmendra Banjare,
Tikaram Sahu, Iqbal
Singh, Venkat Rao, Ashok
Panda, Abdul Farid,
Narendra Singh, JD
Diwan, Sharad Mishra,
Shankar Sao, Soni Singh,
Trilok Mishra and others
were present.

BSP Crane Operator wins 2 medals
in Pan India Masters Games

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 18: Crane
Operator in SAIL-Bhilai
Steel Plant's Steel Melting
Shop 3, Gangeshwar
Dewangan has bagged the
first position in 800 and
1500 metre race in the 1st
Pan India Master's Games
held at Vidyanagar Sports
School, Bengaluru from
May 11 to May 15, 2022.

Competing in the 55 plus
age category, Dewangan
finished the 800 metre race
in 2.29 minutes and 1500
metre race in 56.23 min-
utes. Representing the state of Chhattisgarh, he

had earlier been selected in
state trials. Dewangan had
earlier bagged gold medal
in 800 metre race at the
National Masters Game in
Vadodara in year 2020.

Gangeshwar Dewangan
who has represented BSP
in Inter Steel Sports
Championship five times,
joined the Plant in 1997
with his first posting in
Coke Ovens and later in
SMS 2. He has been prac-
ticing for the last 15 years,
mostly in Ravishankar
Stadium, Durg and some-
times in BSP's sports
grounds.
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Bhilai, May 18: On
Wednesday, the new execu-
tive committee of Bhilai
Nagrik Sahkari Bank
Limited, Bhilai Nagar for-
mally took charge of the
office after the elections.
Poshan Lal Verma has
been elected President of
the Bank. Pragati Singh
has been elected Vice
President (Female) while
VC Yadav was also elected
Vice President.

Amrita Bajare, Santosh
Kumar, Seemanchal
Behra, Suresh Dewangan,
Khan Sajid Hussein,
Jitendra Upadhyaya,
Sushil Kumar Katiyar and
RN Singh have been elect-
ed Directors. Kameshwar
Tiwari has been elected
representative of District
Cooperative Union

Limited Durg; Samay Lal
Sahu has been elected rep-
resentative of District
Cooperative Central Bank
Limited Durg; Harindra
Yadav has been elected
representative of
Chhattisgarh State
Cooperative Bank Limited
Raipur; Raghuvansh
Singh has been elected rep-

resentative of
Chhattisgarh Urban
Cooperative Bank
Federation Limited
Raipur; and RK Sinha has
been elected representa-
tive for the National
Federation of Urban
Cooperative Banks and
Credit Society Limited,
New Delhi. The newly

elected President was ac-
corded a warm welcome by
the members of the Bank.
In his address, President
Poshan Lal Verma assured
to work with dedication
and commitment for the
development and expan-
sion of the bank as well as
protecting the interests of
the members.

Three cars destroyed in fire 
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 18: Three
cars parked at a repair
shop were destroyed in
fire on the intervening
night of Wednesday. Fire
Brigade responded imme-
diately and doused the
flames. They managed to
prevent the fire from
spreading to nearby shops.

According to informa-
tion, the incident occurred
at Raju Garage situated
near Shitala Mandir in
Newai Police Station lim-
its. Around 15:00 hrs, the
patrolling party of Newai
Police Station spotted
flames emerging from the
cars parked in Raju
Garage.

They immediately in-
formed the Fire Brigade
after which the fire ten-
ders reached the spot.
Soon they managed to
douse the flames and
averted a major mishap.
Police have lodged a case
and investigations are on.

Village of Freedom Fighters to bring water
revolution in the state: Nicolas Osbert

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 18: Under Jal
Jeevan Mission, a Jal
Sabha was organized by
the District Water and
Sanitation Mission in vil-
lage Devada. The villagers
accorded a warm welcome
to Nicolas Osbert, India
Chief of UNICEF WASH.
Sarpanch Urvashi Verma,
along with her group of
'Jal Bahinis'(women vol-
unteers of the mission),
apprised him about the
works being done under
the Jal Jeevan Mission in
the village.

They also shared infor-
mation about the efforts
being made for water con-
servation and pure drink-
ing water. Jal Bahinis, who
came from Kanker, assist-
ed the villagers of Devada
in checking the water
quality through water test-

ing kits received under Jal
Jeevan Mission.

They detailed the vil-
lagers about the ill effects
of impure water. UNICEF
WASH India Head Nicolas
Osbert interacted with the
villagers and Jal Bahinis
of village Devada. He said
that it was his privilege to
visit the land of Freedom
Fighters.

He said that the ances-
tors of this village played
their part in the freedom
movement. In the same
manner, the villagers will
also play their part in
bringing a water revolu-
tion in the state. They will
make every household
aware of the importance
of clean drinking water.

Nicolas Osbert hon-
oured the group of rural
women with the honor of
Jal Bahini. On behalf of
the villagers, Sarpanch

Urvashi Verma conferred
the title of Jaldoot to the
entire team of UNICEF.

The villagers asked
Nicolas Osbert about the
drinking water system in
his country, France. They
questioned how water is
used in France and the
level of awareness among

the people about water
conservation. Osbert
replied that he is a resi-
dent of the Old City of the
capital of Paris.

He drinks pure water fil-
tered from the Seine River
and people in his country
are very aware of the con-
servation of water be-

cause the water level is
continuously decreasing.
That is why the people are
constantly making efforts
to save water. Efforts are
being made all over the
world for water conserva-
tion, he said.

He expressed gratitude
to the villagers and visited
the school building and
the garden of the freedom
fighters. In this event,
UNICEF's Chhattisgarh
Chief Job Zakaria,
UNICEF's program spe-
cialist Sweta Patnaik, Jal
Jeevan Mission's
Chhattisgarh nodal officer
Kailash Madhariya,
Janpad Vice President
Devendra Chandravanshi
along with state and dis-
trict coordinators of Jal
Jeevan Mission as well as
officials of Public Health
Engineering Department
were present.

Poshan Lal Verma elected President
of Bhilai Nagrik Sahkari Bank

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 18: The con-
tract workers of Bhilai
Steel Plant have intensi-
fied their struggle for a re-
spectable wage revision.
On the call of Steel
Workers Federation of
India - CITU, the strategy
of the agitation has been
chalked out.

The agitation will com-
mence on May 20 and con-
clude on May 25. In this
context, Hindustan Ispat
Theka Shramik Union
(CITU) Bhilai conducted a
meeting on Wednesday
and finalised the plan of
an effective agitation so
that the voice of labour-
ers shall reach Delhi be-
fore the upcoming NJCS
sub-committee meeting.

Hindustan Ispat Thaka
Shramik Union (CITU)

has decided to conduct
pamphlet distribution on
May 20 during 08:00 to
09:00 hrs at Main Gate of
BSP. On May 23 and 24,
the labourers will wear
black badges at the work
place. On May 25, they
will stage dharna at
Equipment Square in
Sector-1 during 14:00 hrs
to 17:00 hrs.

Thereafter they will

march to the Ispat Bhavan
and around 18:00 hrs, they
will submit a charter of 13
demands at the office of
Director Incharge.

Hindustan Ispat Theka
Shramik Union CITU
called upon the regular
workers, contract work-
ers as well as all the trade
unions and public repre-
sentatives to make this
movement successful by

expressing solidarity on
the legitimate demands of
the contract workers.

This struggle is against
the exploitation of the
workers and getting a re-
spectable wage agree-
ment finalized for the con-
tract labourers, informed
Yogesh Kumar Soni
(General Secretary,
Hindustan Ispat Theka
Shramik Union).

Contract labours intensify struggle
for respectable wage revision

Gangeshwar Dewangan

HMS blows the bigul for representative union election 

BSP-CSR organises Gediball
Coaching Camp for Sports Teachers

SSIPS Raipur organises ‘Blood Donation Camp’ 
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COLOURFUL UNDER-BRIDGE

The Telghani Naka underbridge is near completion and interior part of it is being painted in a colourful manner by
the authorities.

Central Chronicle News

Konta, May 18: The sec-
ond phase of Chief
Minister Bhupesh
Baghel’s mammoth public
interaction drive ‘Bhent-
Mulaqat Abhiyan’ kicked
off from Konta assembly
constituency of Bastar di-
vision today. Baghel
reached Konta and prayed
for the happiness and
prosperity of the people of
the state by offering
prayers to the ‘Stambh’,
‘Shivling’ and ‘Nandi’ at
Shri Ram Lingeshwar
temple. Chief Minister
Baghel directly interacted
with common citizens in
the Konta Nagar
Panchayat premises and
inquired about the imple-

mentation of government
programmes and schemes
besides hearing their
grievances. On the de-
mand of public and local
public representatives, he
announced upgrade of
sub-tehsils Jagargunda
and Dornapal as Tehsil. A
large number of locals
present on the occasion
thanked Chief Minister
for this announcement.

Baghel also made sever-
al announcements includ-
ing establishment of elec-
tricity sub-stations at
Bandagaon and
Jagargunda of Konta
block, expansion of 30 bed
Konta Community Health
Center (Hospital) to 50
beds, construction of
quarters for doctors and

staff posted in CHC, con-
struction of sports
ground in Dubbatota,
mini stadium at Errabor
and Chhattisgarh en-
trance gate on the inter-
state border of
Chhattisgarh.

There was great enthu-
siasm among the locals on
the arrival of the Chief
Minister. On the arrival of
Chief Minister in Konta,
local public representa-
tives and dignitaries gave
a warm welcome to the
Chief Minister by pre-
senting him a traditional
bouquet made of ‘chhind’
leaves. Industries
Minister Mr. Kawasi
Lakhma and MP Mr.
Deepak Baij were also
present on the occasion.

Community Health
Center inspection:

On this occasion, CM
Baghel also inspected the
Konta Community Health
Center and took stock of
the health facilities being
provided to the patients
and availability of medi-
cines. The Chief Minister
sat on the bench near
Muchaki Budhra, an eld-
erly patient who came to
the health center for treat-
ment and inquired about
his health.

Budhra complained of
having fever from last one
week and he has reached
the hospital today for
treatment. The Chief
Minister advised them to
get proper treatment done
in the hospital.

CM announces to upgrade sub-tehsil
Jagargunda and Dornapal as Tehsil

Makes several important announcements for Konta region 

 Expansion of Konta
Community Health
Center to 50 beds

 Electricity substation
to be established in
Bandagaon and
Jagargunda

 Construction 
of sports ground in
Dubbatota and Mini
Stadium in Errabor

RRaaiippuurr,,  MMaayy  1188:: Cabinet
Minister and in-charge of
Raipur District Ravindra
Choubey would be presiding
over a review meeting on
Thursday afternoon to know the
status of implementation of
various schemes which have
been among the priority of
Chhattisgarh Government.
According to the information
received, discussion would be

held on key issues including the
redressal of revenue cases,
public service guarantee
scheme, revenue generated
through the sale of civic body
properties, establishment of
rural Industrial Hubs and oth-
ers. Similarly, the regularization
of illegal constructions, redres-
sal of the applications related
with commercial use of the res-
idential plots and others issues.

Choubey to hold review meet today
RRaaiippuurr,,  MMaayy  1188::  Top leaders of
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
from Chhattisgarh would be
attending the two-day national
office-bearers meet of the
party to be held at Udaipur in
Rajasthan from May 20.
According to the information
received, National Vice
President and former Chief
Minister Dr Raman Singh,

State BJP President Vishnu Deo
Sai, BJP Organizational
General Secretary Pawan Sai
would be leaving for Rajasthan
on Thursday to attend the two-
day meeting. Central leader in-
charge of BJP affairs in
Chhattisgarh, D Purandeswari
and Nitin Nabin would be
directly reaching the Udaipur
for the national meeting.

Dr Raman to attend 
BJP National meet at Udaipur

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, May 18: The
Chhattisgarh police’s
cyber wing has arrested
the director of a “fake”
stock market advisory
company for allegedly
duping a doctor in
Raigarh district of Rs 87
lakh, officials said on
Wednesday.

The accused, identified
as Mohsin N, a native of
Kerala, was arrested from
Bengaluru and brought
here on Tuesday, they said.

He allegedly cheated the
victim, claiming his com-
pany Creative Technology
worked as a financial ana-
lyst for a Singapore-based
financial firm which also
has a branch in India, and
lured him to invest in the
online share market prom-
ising high returns, they
said. The fraud came to
light when the doctor,
working with a private
hospital in Raigarh,

lodged a complaint at the
cyber police station in
Nava Raipur in October
last year, the cyber police
station house officer,
Nisith Agrawal informed.

The accused befriended
the victim on WhatsApp
and promised that if he
would invest money
though his company, he
would get returns more
than the mutual funds.
The accused subsequently
shared an online link and

asked the victim to open a
trading account through
it. The victim got con-
vinced and did so, he said.

However, the victim
later realised that he was
being duped and contacted
police, following which a
case of cyber fraud of Rs
87 lakh was lodged last
year against unidentified
persons under section 420
(forgery) of the Indian
Penal Code and provisions
of the Information

Technology Act 2000,
Agrawal said. A police
team was constituted and
based on evidence collect-
ed during cyber analysis
in the case, the team was
sent to neighbouring
Maharashtra and
Karnataka for further in-
vestigation, he said.

The investigation re-
vealed that the accused’s
company and several
other similar firms were
floated for duping people
online, the official said.

According to informa-
tion accessed from the
Registrar of Companies
(ROC), the Ministry of
Home Affairs had also di-
rected the ROC to take ac-
tion against these firms in
the past, he said. During
questioning, Mohsin told
the police that he and his
friends along with some
foreign nationals had cre-
ated the Creative
Technology Company and
other firms, the official
said, adding that efforts
are on to trace his other as-
sociates. The cyber police
have asked banks to freeze
the accounts which were
used for the fraud, he said.

Man held from Bengaluru for duping Ch’garh doctor 
 Of Rs 87 lakh 

for investment in
‘fake’ stock 
market advisory Co

Raipur, May 18:

Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) on
Wednesday alleged that
corruption of nearly Rs
2500 crore has been done
under the patronage of
Chhattisgarh govern-
ment from the additional
food grain received from
Centre.

In a statement issued
here, the BJP spokesper-
son Kedar Kashyap
claimed that several
complaints have been re-
ceived about the denial of
the additional food
grains to the eligible peo-
ple holding ration cards
across Chhattisgarh.

Kashyap sought the
status of food grains de-
livered to people from
weaker section of society
from Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel who is
on 10-day tour to Bastar
after initial public con-

tact programme in
Sarguja region.

BJP leader said that
additional 5 kg of food
grain per person on
every ration card had to
be given to the people
after additional alloca-
tion from Centre but the
ration shops owners
have not delivered the ad-
ditional quota of food
grains.

Kashyap said that the
denial of additional
quota of food grains to
people is due to the cor-
ruption and added that
previously the
Chhattisgarh govern-
ment had denied residen-
tial quarters to people
under PM Housing
Scheme which is a cheat-
ing to the people.

BJP Spokesperson
said that Centre should
conduct investigation on
the above issue through
central agency.

BJP for probe 
into Rs 2500 cr food

grain scam

HNLU to organize
Int’nl conference 

RRaaiippuurr,,  MMaayy  1188::  In furtherance of
the responsibility towards the
cause environment, the
Hidayatullah National Law
University (HNLU) in collabora-
tion with the Global Network for
Human Rights and the
Environment is organizing an
International Conference on
Rights of Nature for Sustainable
Development. The Conference
will bring together specialists
from varied backgrounds for a
cross-disciplinary discussion on
the Rights of Nature. The
Conference will work on two
components, a Panel Discussion
of an hour’s duration among
Scholars from abroad & India and
a Paper Presentation of the
Selected Paper of two hour’s
duration. It is proposed that the
selected papers will be pub-
lished. The broad themes that
will receive attention are - Rights
of Nature v. Rights to Nature,
Rights of Nature v. Sustainable
Business, Rights of Nature and
Role of the Stakeholders for
Sustainable Development, Rights
of Nature and Role of Institutional
Mechanism, Rights of Nature and
Human Rights, Rights of Nature
and  Green Economy, Rights of
Nature and  Global Biodiversity,
Rights of Nature and Greening
Finance, Rights of Nature and
International Trade. 

Three IFS Officers 
of APCCF rank given

fresh postings
Central Chronicle News

Raipur, May 18: Three
Indian Forest Services
(IFS) officers of
Additional Principal Chief
Conservator of Forest
(APCCF) rank were given
fresh posting in a minor
reshuffle here.

According to the infor-
mation received, the 1989
batch IFS Officer Sanjay
Kumar Ojha has been en-
trusted with the new re-
sponsibility of APCCF
(Valuation) at the office of
PCCF Naya Raipur where-
as the 1994 batch IFS
Officer Arun Kumar
Pandey working as
Member Secretary of
Chhattisgarh Bio-
Diversity Board Naya
Raipur has been given ad-
ditional charge of GAD at
the office of PCCF.
Similarly, the 2001 batch
IFS Officer Shalini Raina
who has been working as
Chief Conservator of
Forest (CCF) has been give
the charge of Information
Technology CCF as
Independent charge at the
office of PCCF in the
reshuffle.

Konta, May 18: 

“Dear Chief Minister,
you have changed the face
of Naxal affected areas by
ensuring the repair and
renovation of roads,
camps and schools. Now
people in these areas do
not have the fear of
Naxalites. They want to
move forward, progress
and get the benefits of gov-
ernment schemes.

Madkam Mudraj, who
was once a naxalite com-
mander, narrated his past
to Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel at the
Chaupal program held in
Konta  and expressed his
desire to shake hands with

him. Chief Minister affa-
bly placed his hand on
Madkam’s shoulder and
shook hands with him.
Chief Minister appreciat-
ed and clapped for
Madkam for his coura-
geous return to the main-
stream.

Earlier, Madkam car-
ried a gun in his hand to
terrorize and kill people,
and today, he carries the
weapon to save people.
Madkam told that when he
was a part of Naxalite or-
ganization, he had to shed
the blood of his own broth-
ers. And it laid extremely
heavy on his conscience.
He could not sleep because
of the agonizing guilt.

Then one day he decided
to surrender. He went on
to become an SPO after
surrendering. Later, he
made his way up to the
post of constable, ASI, SI
and now he is DRG
Inspector.

Wife also had to under-
go Naxalite training:

Madkam informed CM
that when they were part
of the naxalite organiza-
tion, he and his wife had to
undergo intense training.
However, both of them
later decided to give up
this path of violence
against their own fellow-
men. Now they have re-
turned to the mainstream
and they are living a good
life.

‘Today, our children
have a decent lifestyle’:

Madkam said that today
they have acquired a de-
cent social status. With his
stable job and good salary,
Madkam is providing a de-
cent lifestyle and proper
education to his children
in Swamy Atmanand Govt
English Medium School
(SAEGMS).

Ex-Naxalite Commander all praise
for devp works in Naxal areas

Hails CM for getting the roads repaired and renovated and works in the camps and schools

 Madkam Mudraj
narrated his ordeal
to the CM 

RRaaiippuurr,,  MMaayy  1188::

A video of talks between Dy.
Collector Anuradha Agrawal
posted in Mungeli and a female
representative Khushboo
Aditya Vaishnav has become
viral on social media. In this
Khushboo Vaishnav has posted
in her Facebook writing a cap-
tion and made it viral saying
that this Janpad officer is
demanding bribe to make
ration card. This video created
sensation in the region and so
far there is no official confir-
mation about genuineness of
this video. 

In the video by Khushboo
Aditya Vaishnav has charged
that Janpad CEO Anuradha
Agrawal of demanding cash for
making of ration card. In this
video the female officer is
heard saying that the MLA’s
party worker and Sagar
Bhaiyya has to be managed. All
the more if this video is at all
genuine that it is highly shame-
ful and speaks of level of cor-
ruption at different levels of
government offices and that
too with involvement of public
representatives and others in
it.

In context of this video Dy.
Collector Anuradha Agrawal
termed it as fake and turned
down all the allegations made.
She charged that this video has
been manipulated and an
attempt has been made to
malign her image. She clarified

that the person with whom she
is conversing was demanding
to make Ration Card of about
one & half dozen persons and
on which she has said that it
will be made as per the rules
and the procedure.

Dy. Collector has also
charged that the public repre-
sentative making this video
was pressurizing here to make
ration cards going against the
rules and since she refused to
do so, she is being targetted by
manipulating the video and
trying to defame her. She also
informed that this video is
about  one & half to two
months old, when she was CEO
Janpad in Lormi. At present she
is on maternity leave. 

In this entire case and V-P
Janpad Panchayat and State
Mahila Congress Secretary
Khushboo Aditya Vaishnav
charged that the former
Janpad CEO has demanded Rs
2000 per ration card. Since the
Janpad of district has been
authorized to make ration card
and she approached her to
make ration card of 18 villagers
and she urged her to do the
needful. On this the then ex-
CEO said that whatever cash is
required please do the same.

On the other hand, the
Collector Dr Gaurav Kumar
Singh said that it is only upon
confirmation of genuineness of
the video that necessary action
will be taken against the
accused.

Video of Dy. Collector become
viral, denies all allegations

23 SHOs 
transferred in
Police admn

reshuffle
CCeennttrraall  CChhrroonniiccllee  NNeewwss

RRaaiippuurr,,  MMaayy  1188::  In a significant
reshuffle among Station House
Officers (SHOs), the Senior
Superintendent of Police (SSP)
Raipur Prashant Agrawal on
Wednesday changed the officers
of 23 Police Stations of the
District. Prominent among those
who have been shifted in the
reshuffle include Telibandha SHO
Sonal Gwala to Khamtarai Police
Station, DD Nagar Station SHO
Yogita Kharpade to Vidhan Sabha
Police Station whereas the pres-
ent incumbent Sanjiv Mishra has
been shifted to Rajendra Nagar
and Purani Basti SHO Brajesh
Tiwari has been transferred to
Kharora SHO in rural unit. Reserve
Police Line Inspector Santram
Soni has been made SHO of
Amanaka, Deepesh Jaiswal to
Azad Chowk, Abhinavkant Singh
to DD Nagar, Rakesh Kumar
Choubey to Devendra Nagar,
Shivendra Singh Rajput to
Dharshiwa, Ashish Kumar Yadav
to Ganj Thana, Satendra Singh to
Gobra-Nawapara, Brajesh Kumar
Patel to Gudhiyari Thana, Kumar
Gaurav Sahu to Khamhardih,
Umesh Tandon to Kotwali Thana,
Alezander Keero to Mana, Vijay
Thakur to Mujgahan, Deepak
Paswan to Pandri, Lakhan Patel to
Purani Basti, Shruti Chakravorty
to Saraswati Nagar, Bhavesh
Gautam to Telibandha, Suresh
Dhurv to Urla whereas Naval
Kashyap has been given the
responsibility of Traffic SHO in the
reshuffle.

Raipur, May 18:

The delegation of the
Raipur, Bastar, Koraput
Transport Association
(R-B-KTA) met State
Transport Minister
Mohammad Akbar
here. They apprised the
Transport Minister of
the problems being
faced by the union
members in getting
their trucks loaded with
iron ore in the Bastar
region.

In a discussion with
the Transport Minister,
the members of the
Raipur, Bastar Koraput
Transport Association
said that the agreement
with Bastar Transport
Association regarding
getting iron ore load to
trucks in Bastar region
is not being followed.

They sought coopera-
tion in resolving the
problems being faced in
this regard.

Transport Minister
Mr. Mohd. Akbar as-
sured them of taking
the initiative as much
as possible. Patron in
the delegation of
Raipur, Bastar Koraput
Transport Association -
Mr. Jaspreet Singh
Dhillon, President - Mr.
Sukhdev Singh Sidhu,
Secretary - Mr. Harneet
Singh Sidhu, Vice-
President - Mr.
Jaswinder Singh Sidhu,
Maninder Singh,
Treasurer - Mr. Diwakar
Awasthi along with
Dalwinder Singh,
Bhagwant Singh, Jagjit
Singh, Kuljit Singh and
Kuldeep Singh were
present.

R-B-KTA delegation 
met Transport Minister
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PRAYERS TO SHIVLING

CM Bhupesh Baghel first visited the Shri Ram Lingeshwar temple in Konta and offered prayed to the pillar, Shivling,
and Nandi and sought blessings for peace and prosperity of all.

Konta, May 18:

The Chief Minister
started the second phase
of the Bhent-Mulaqat pro-
gram today. In the second
phase of this ambitious
campaign, the chief min-
ister is visiting the Bastar
zone. He has started the
campaign from Bastar’s
Konta Vidhan Sabha. The
Chief Minister reached
Konta from Raipur today
for the Bhent Mulaqat
program. A large crowd
had gathered to welcome
him at the temporary heli-
pad in the Higher
Secondary Girls School in
Konta. During the wel-
come, the Chief Minister
was presented with a tra-
ditional bouquet made of
Chhind leaves. The Chief
Minister also greeted the
gathering. Before the
Bhent Mulaqat program
in Konta, the Chief
Minister first visited the
Shri Ram Lingeshwar
temple and prayed to the
pillar, Shivling, and
Nandi. He wished for the
happiness and prosperity
of the state’s residents.
On this occasion, the
Minister of Commerce

Kawasi Lakhma, and
MLA Deepak Baij were
also present . The Chief
Minister will be touring
the Vidhansabha regions

of Bastar from May 18 to
June 2 under the second
phase of the Bhent-
Mulaqat campaign in
Bastar. Starting from the

Konta Vidhan Sabha re-
gion, the Chief Minister
visited the Community
Health Center for inspec-
tion after praying in the
Shri Ram Lingeshwar
Temple. He surveyed the
healthcare facilities in the
Community Health
Center and enquired
about the availability of
the medicines. He also
talked to the senior pa-
tients admitted there.
Chief Minister is con-
ducting Bhent Mulaqat in
all the 90 Vidhansabha re-
gions in the state. During
the first phase of the
Bhent Mulaqat campaign,
Chief Minister Baghel
was in Sarguja Division
from  May 4 to 11.

During this time, he vis-
ited 8 Vidhan Sabha re-
gions in 3 districts. There,
he reviewed the imple-
mentation of the govern-
ment schemes and
whether the schemes are
benefitting the people.
The Chief Minister
Baghel directly talked to
the public with the aim of
contact-conversation-so-
lution and helped in solv-
ing their problems. On the
demand of the people in
the region, the Chief
Minister also presented
many offerings in accor-
dance with the public de-
sire.

CM starts second phase of 
the ‘Bhent-Mulaqat Campaign’

CM was presented with a traditional bouquet made of
Chhind leaves on his arrival in Konta VS.

CM surveyed the healthcare facilities in the 
Community Health Center and enquired about the 

availability of the medicines.

 Started 
in Bastar’s Konta
Vidhan Sabha

Raipur, May 18: 

The Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel has pro-
posed the initiative to or-
ganize Sports Competition
2022 to encourage new play-
ers of the state and provide
them with more and more
opportunities in the field of
sports. This competition
will be held in all the urban
and rural regions at the de-
velopment block and dis-

trict levels by the Sports
and Youth Welfare
Department. It will be or-
ganized in the junior and
sub-junior categories for
both boys and girls. The
winning teams and players

will be given sports equip-
ment as rewards and incen-
tives. At the development
block level, Hockey,
Football, Kabaddi, and Kho-
Kho will be played as group
sports; under individual

sports, athletics (400 m.
run), badminton, and
wrestling will be played. At
the district level, Hockey,
Football, Kho kho, Kabaddi,
Cricket, and two traditional
sports from Chhattisgarh
will be played as group
sports; under individual
sports, athletics (400 m.
run), badminton, wrestling,
and two traditional sports
from Chhattisgarh will be
played.

‘Sports Competition 2022’ will be organized to provide opportunities 

 To the emerging players of the state; A special
initiative by CM

 Traditional sports of Chhattisgarh will be
included in the competition

Third Electoral Literacy festival 2022 held at CU

RRaaiippuurr,,  MMaayy  1188::  CAIT  National
Vice President Amar Parwani,
chairman Mangelal Maloo,
Amar Gidwani, State President
Jitendra Doshi,  States Working
President Vikram Singh Deo,
Parmanand Jain, Vashu
Makhija, State General
Secretary Suriender Singh,
State Working General
Secretary Bharat Jain, State
Treasurer Ajay Agrawal and
state media incharge Sanjay
Choubey informed that  “Much
against the declared spirit of
GST as Good & Simple Tax , the
GST has become a “colonial
taxation system”  quite away
from the ground realities of
business conducted in India .
More than 1100 amendments
in 4 years of GST implementa-
tion in India by the GST Council
in Act and Rules under GST has
made the taxations system
much complicated and put
much compliance burden on
the traders, which is also
against the vision of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi for
bringing ease of doing busi-
ness-said Confederation of All
India Traders (CAIT)  at Surat
while addressing the traders of
Surat at a conference held by
Southern Gujrat Chamber of

Commerce and tax advocates
meeting held by Surat Tax Bar
Association. The CAIT has
called for a review of GST Act
and Rules after having more
than 4 years of experience both
by the Governments and
traders. There is an emergent
need to simplify and rationalize
the tax structure in India.
CAIT National Vice  President
Mr. Amar Parwani  and State
President Mr. Jitendra Doshi
said that even after about 4
years of GST implementation
in India, the GST portal is still
struggling with many chal-
lenges. The rules are amended
but the portal fails to update
with said amendments timely.
so far no National Appellate
Tribunal has been constituted.
No Central Advance Ruling
Authority has been constituted
giving a free hand to states to
interpret the law in their own
way distorting the fundamen-
tals of “One Nation-One Tax”.
The GST Authorities are more
interested in GST compliances
but never thought that large
chunk of traders in the country
are yet to adopt computeriza-
tion in their existing business.
format and no step has been
taken to equip the traders with

computers etc. Parwani  and
Doshi  said that in a recent
Rule, the GST Authorities have
thrown all canons of natural
justice by empowering the
Authorities to cancel GST
Registration of any trader with-
out giving him any notice or an
opportunity of hearing.
Unfettered and arbitrary pow-
ers are given to officers with-
out realising the misuse of
such powers which may lead to
corruption. The GST law has
been greatly distorted by the
Authorities which is evident
from the fact that since the
date of GST implementation till
31st December,2020, total 927
notifications have been issued,
in 2017 -  298, in 2018 - 256, in
2019 - 239 and in 2020 - 137
notifications have been issued
.In such a situation how can we
expect from traders to comply
with timely compliance of the
taxation system.

Mr. Parwani and Mr. Doshi
said that they wish to resolve
these issues by way of dialogue
with the Finance Minister . We
are more inclined to join hands
with the Government in widen-
ing the tax base, increase in
revenue but with simplification
of tax regime.

GST has become colonial
taxation system: CAIT

Raipur, May 18: Tennis
players are soon going to
get the gift of an interna-
tional level tennis acade-
my and stadium. The acad-
emy is being built on two
acres near Indira Gandhi
Agricultural University
Labhandi, Raipur. 50%
work has been completed.
All India Tennis
Association General
Secretary, Anil Dhupar
along with Chhattisgarh
Tennis Association,
General Secretary,
Gurcharan Singh Hora re-
viewed the progress of the
construction work.

Both the office bearers
were accorded a warm
welcome by Tennis
Association, Working
President, Avtar Singh

Juneja, Secretary,
Rupendra Singh Chauhan,
Sushil Balani, Ram Avtar
Agarwal, Pravesh Joshi
Rishi Bansor along with
District President of
Olympic Association Dr.
Atul Shukla. On this occa-
sion, Deputy Director
Sports Youth Welfare
Department Pranav Singh
was present.

Anil Dhupar, All India
Tennis Association
General Secretary ex-
pressed happiness about
the construction work of
the academy. He highly ap-
preciated the work of
Gurcharan Singh Hora,
General Secretary of the
State Tennis Association.
General Secretary Hora,
while discussing in detail

about the Tennis Academy
with National Tennis
Association General
Secretary Anil Dhupar,
thanked the Tennis
Association President and
State Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel for the
construction of this
Academy.

It is worth mentioning
that the state government
has made a provision of
one crore 70 lakh for set up
and equipment in the
budget. The academy is
being built at a cost of 17
crores. Admin building,
hostel building and tennis
court are being construct-
ed in the tennis stadium.

The ground floor will
have a seating capacity of
3500 audiences with wait-
ing rooms, reception, two
changing rooms, two halls,
parking area, gym, dining
area, waiting area in the
first floor and VIP lounge
in the second floor. 17
room hostel. There will
also be arrangements for
the players to stay here.
There will be seven courts.
It will have a center court
and audience gallery with
capacity of 5000 people.

Tennis players to get Int’nl level
tennis academy and stadium

Konta, May 18: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
distributed Forestland
Rights Recognition
Certificates to the benefici-
aries in Bhent-Mulaqat pro-
gramme organized today at
Konta Nagar Panchayat
falling under Konta assem-
bly constituency.

The Chief Minister
handed over certificates to
a total of 291 beneficiaries
187 of Errabor, 25 of
Dubbatota, 19 of
Vanjamugda, 14 of
Phandiguda, 12 of
Ekalguda, 9 of Jagavaram,
7 of Pedakisoli, 1 of

Odinguda, 4 of Barremoga,
2 of Metaguda, 3 of
Burguda and 8 of
Asirguda. After receiving
their certificates, the vil-
lagers expressed their grat-
itude towards CM Bhupesh
Baghel, Industries Minister
Kawasi Lakhma and local
MLA. Chief Minister also
distributed power sprayers
to a total of 10 farmers of
Dhondhara, Konta, Penta,
Nagalgunda, Pedakurti,
Mulakisoli, Errabor, and
Dubbatota.

Besides, Chief Minister
also distributed an amount
of Rs 3 lakh 40 thousand 460
to a total of 20 Tendupatta
collectors of Errabor,
Barremoga, Odinguda and
Maraiguda Forests.

CM handed over forestland
right recognition certificates 

 To 291 villagers of
12 villages

‘Take strong action in
social boycott case’

RRaaiippuurr,,  MMaayy  1188::
Renowned oph-
thalmologist and
president of
Andhha Sharddha
Nirmoolan Samiti
Dr Dinesh Mishra
mentioned about the case of
social boycott which came to
fore from Ratakhar in Korba
district. Dr Mishra informed
that victim family is in trouble
following social boycott and
accordingly Dr Mishra wrote to
the state home minister
demanding a competent law
against this crime and justice to
the victim family. As informed,
Gita Kahra and her family is
facing social boycott for the
last few months. Geeta added
that when complained at local
level it was communicated that
social boycott has been with-
drawn but in reality nothing has
happened. Geeta mentioned
that society has came out with
new demand like payment of
fine and touch the feet of all
society members to seek apolo-
gy. Dr Mishra further said,
news keep appearing in news-
papers about suicide, murder,
torture and fleeing of victim
families following social boy-
cott. In this connection he
strongly felt of formulating a
strict law to tackle the menace
which exist in the society.

RRaaiippuurr,,  MMaayy  1188::  

Prerna Summer Camp
organised by Prajapita
Brahmakumari Ishwariya
Vishwavidyalaya concluded
with a colorful cultural pro-
gram. In the closing ceremony,
Additional Director General of
Police Pradeep Gupta,
Additional Collector, Ujjwal
Porwal and Regional Director,
Brahma Kumari Kamala Didi
distributed prizes to the win-
ning participants. Additional
Director General of Police
Pradeep Gupta while appreci-
ating the Brahma Kumaris
Sansthan for the summer
camp and said that it is much
needed at the present time. 

This is the right time to sow
the seeds of good qualities
and values in children. There
is flexibility in them at this
time. The formation of person-
ality in the true sense and the
direction of life can be done in
this period. We  can make our-
selves who we want to be. 

He said that nowadays chil-
dren are wasting their pre-
cious time on social media.
Parents and teachers are not
able to do anything even if
they want to. Appreciating the
cultural program, he said that
creativity is visible in the chil-

dren. Extending his best wish-
es, Additional Collector Ujjwal
Porwal said that the summer
camp would be helpful in the
character development of the
children. Raja Yoga practice
will prove helpful in develop-
ing their concentration. Yoga
makes us efficient. 

This is the age of competi-
tion, in this we should have the
ability to bear not only suc-
cess but also failure. There is a
solution to every problem in
the world so never get dis-
couraged. He pointed out the
need to organize such pro-
grams for children time and
again. Regional Director,
Brahma Kumari Kamala Didi
said in her blessings that chil-
dren get the mostly inspired
from their parents. Seeing
them, they tries to be like that.
Coming to the Brahma

Kumaris Sansthan, she
learned that the deeds I would
do, would be done by other
people after seeing me. Due to
this, they keep a lot of atten-
tion on their deeds. She
requested the parents present
in the function to share their
time with the children instead
of wasting their time in TV and
mobile so that the children get
love and create belonging-
ness. Brahma Kumari Smriti
Didi also addressed the func-
tion. Some children also nar-
rated their memoirs on this
occasion. Neelam Sahu told
that she is attending the
Brahma Kumaris summer
camp since she was in the
third grade. She achieved con-
centration through Raja Yoga
practice. As a result, she has
secured 94 percent marks in
the 10th board this year.

Chanchal Jethwani said that
she has attended many sum-
mer camps, but the goal I
wanted to achieve was met by
coming to Brahma Kumaris
Summer Camp. I came to
know how to increase concen-
tration here, she added.
Rupesh Kashyap narrated that
all children should learn Raja
Yoga meditation. This has a
good effect on their academic
result.

Life of parents should be 
inspirational for children:  Kamala Didi 

BBiillaassppuurr,,  MMaayy  1188::  

The 3rd Electoral Literacy
Festival, 2022 was organized
by the Political Science
Department of Guru Ghasidas
Central University on
Wednesday, May 11, in the
Silver Jubilee Auditorium,
inspired by the Election
Literacy Club program run by
the Election Commission. 

This program was based
on the main theme ‘My vote
is not only my right but my
power’. The Chief Guest in
this program was Professor
B.N. Tiwary, the Special
Guests were Professor
Nilambari Dave, Head of
Department of Home
Science, Saurashtra
University, and Dr. Praveen
Kumar Mishra, Dean Faculty
of Social Sciences. The pro-
gram was presided over by
Dr. Anupama Saxena, Head of
the Department of Political
Science. 

The program started with
the release of the poster of
the program by the guests
and presentation of the out-
line and importance of the
program by the student
Samiksha Nair. The program
was started by presenting
melodious election songs like

‘Vote dekar hum farz nib-
hanega, loktantra ka hum
parv manayenge’ by the stu-
dents of Political Science
Department.

After that, in a very beauti-
ful and commendable man-
ner, through a street play
whose main theme was ‘My
Vote, my future’, the students
showed the importance of
voting, which captivated the
hearts of all the guests. In the
next episode, the poster and
painting making and slogan
writing competition entries
displayed before the guests
under the ‘Wall of
Democracy’ activity were
inspected. Slogan writing
under Democracy Wall
Activity (Theme of My Vote,
My Future), Poster and
Painting Making Competition
(theme: Voting thoughtfully
and ethically), and “Model
Code of Conduct” were
organized. 

These activities were high-
ly appreciated by the guests
for the skills of the students.
Under this program, a debate
competition was also organ-
ized on the subject ‘There
should be a minimum educa-
tional qualification for con-
testing elections’, in which
the students participated

enthusiastically. In this
sequence, ‘Model Voting’
activity was also organized in
this festival under which the
process from voter registra-
tion to the cast of vote was
demonstrated practically. In
this activity, the students
presented the work of all the
officials related to the voting
process along with their roles
through the activity.
Addressing the audience at
the program, Chief Guest
Professor B.N. Tiwary said
that the students are full of
talents. This is a commend-
able initiative of the
Department of Political
Science, which stressed on
the need to make people
aware of the election system
and on showing the impor-
tance of voting. He further
said that he wished to organ-
ize this festival not only at
the department level but also
at the university level in a big
way.  Professor Nilambari
Dave, the Special Guest of
this program said that the
glimpse of hard work of all
you teachers and students
was definitely displayed in
this program. This program
will develop personality,
mental skills, morals and
physical strength. Apart from

their skills, the students of
this university are also ready
and forward in the field of
education, which is a matter
of pride for the university.

Professor Praveen Mishra,
Dean of Social Sciences said
that being the Dean of talent-
ed students like you, I am
very happy today. From the
very beginning, the
Department of Political
Science is waving its flag in
all fields. The major groups of
the university like Tarang and
Udaan are products of this
Department of Political
Science which is a matter of
pride for the department. I
am always there for all possi-
ble help to all of you stu-
dents. 

The program was coordi-
nated by students Sapna
Nayak, Himanshu Singh
Rathore and Sonia Jaswal and
conducted by students
Naman Jaswal and Moushumi
Namdev and vote of thanks
was presented by the stu-
dents Pratishtha Pandey and
Stuti Dinkar. On this occa-
sion, all the teachers of the
department, research schol-
ars and a large number of
students were present in the
program and made the pro-
gram successful.



Rekhchand Jain acts as Mitan,
delivers two certificates

Central Chronicle News

Jagdalpur, May 18: Under
the state government's
prestigious new scheme of
'Mukhyamantri Mitan
Yojana' (MMY), just four
days back, Mr Manjhi gave
an application to make his
marriage certificate. It is
within four days of his
making application that
MLA Rekhchand Jain
knocked at his door in per-
son and handed over to him
his marriage certificate. In

the same way for 'Gumasta
certificate', he went to the
shop of the shopkeeper
Mukesh Kumar Sahu R/o
Anupama Chowk and
handed over to him the cer-
tificate acting as 'Mitan'
himself.

In the Chief Minister's
prestigious MMY in order
to provide door-step servic-
es to people for various
services, MLA Rekhchand
Jain along with Nagar
Nigam President  Kavita
Sahu reached out to the cit-
izens who have made appli-
cations seeking various
services from the govern-
ment offices. Both the
above citizens were handed

over their certificate in per-
son by the MLA and
President acting as 'Mitan'.

Both the applicants on
receiving their certificates
within four days of their
applications were all
praise for this MMY
scheme of CM Bhupesh
Baghel's government and
said that being in govern-
ment service they just do
not get time to go out and
are happy to have received
it  under this new scheme
and expressed gratitude to-
wards MLA Rekhchand
Jain and President Nagar
Nigam Kavita Sahu and
Municipal Commissioner
for the same.

DEO suspends teacher
based upon report by BEO

Central Chronicle News

BBiillaassppuurr,,  MMaayy  1188::  A teacher
from Primary School (Kota
block) of Lamridabri -
Virendra Karwar has been
suspended with immediate
effect on charges of coming
to due in state of intoxica-
tion. DEO BK Kaushik based
upon the report by BEO Kota
has taken the above action. 

It is notable here that in
the grievances redressal
camp held on April 8 in
Nagoi, the villagers and
parents lodged complaint
against the teacher V
Karwar and they primarily
charged him of coming to
school in intoxicated state
and remains absent with-
out any prior information. 

The BEO conducted in-
vestigation into the case
and found the complaint to
be correct. DEO based
upon the report by BEO is-
sued a notice to the
teaecher, but he refused to
comply with it and finding

the teacher's conduct as one
against the sections of
Chhattisgarh Civil Services
Conduct Act, suspended
Karwar and attached him to
BEO's office in Kota.

‘Hold camps for caste, domicile
certificates in Schools’

Central Chronicle News

Korba, May 18: The
Collector Ranu Sahu has
issued instructions to hold
camps for making caste,
domicile and income cer-
tificate for convenience of
the school children in
Anganbadis and Schools,
by holding camps in their
premises itself.

In the time-limit weekly
meeting held on Tuesday,
Collector directed to make
work plan to hold camp so
as to provide caste, domi-
cile certificates in Schools
and Anganbadis itself. For
this she asked the officers

and employees f the
District Education
Department, Women and
Child Development de-
partment and all SDMs to
make duty-chart.

The parents of the chil-
dren studying in the
Anganbadis and School
will have to submit their
applications along with

necessary documents for a
certificate in their school
or Anganbadi itself. It is
by collecting these applica-
tions from the School and
Anganbadis the income,
domicile or caste certifi-
cates will be made.

It is getting these cer-
tificates in School that
children will not have to

visit the office. In this
time-limit meeting, CEO
District Panchayat Nutan
Kanwar, DFO Korba
Priyanka Pandey, DFO
Katghora Premlata Yadav,
ADM Sunil Nayak, KMC
C o m m i s s i o n e r
Prabhakar Pandey and
other departmental offi-
cers were present.

Theft incidents on the rise, citizens in dilemma

Central Chronicle News

Pithora, May 18: The in-
cidents of theft are on the
rise in the city and rural
areas and the movement
and vigilance of the local
police is only limited to
daily routine and it has
proved to be utter failure
in nabbing the accused
and this has increased
concern on part of com-
mon men, businessmen,
shopkeepers and others
who work day & night to
create some wealth and be-
coming easy target of
thieves.

Last night the thieves
strike rich breaking open
the shutter of the Sinha
Jewellery shop near Bus
Stand area and ran away
with gold and silver jew-
elleries worth lakhs.
Sandeep Sinha -the owner
of Sinha Jewellery came

to know about the incident
when the passer-by in-
formed him about it.
Immediate he informed it
to the Police and on which
SP Vivek Shukla, Addl. SP
Megha reached the site
along with other police-
men and started the inves-
tigation.

It was learnt that the in-
cident took place around 3-
4 on intervening night of

Monday-Tuesday and the
thieves broke open the
shutter of the shop ran
away with cash and jew-
elleries. Before they could
have looted other jew-
elleries, the horn of a
bread vehicle all of them
left a bagful of gold and sil-
ver jewelleries and ran-
away.

The Police started
checking the CCTV

footage in the lanes & by-
lanes of that area. Prior to
this it was on May 11 that
cash and jewellery worth
Rs 9.20 lakh was stolen and
till date the police has not
solved this theft. After this
second theft incident the
people are in state of fear.

In view of this District
Panchayat President Usha
Patel, shopkeeper Anoop
Garg, litterateur Santosh
Gupta met SP, ASP and
held talks with them and
urged to increase frequen-
cy of day and night pa-
trolling in the city and
nearby rural areas and
check with suspects and
ensure proper patrolling
even in the small lanes &
by-lanes, so as to put a
check on increasing theft
incidents. On the increas-
ing theft incident the Addl.
SP refused to comment
upon when contacted.

Kulhadighat presents a better picture after Cong Govt came to power

Sheikh Hassan Khan after

visiting Kulhadighat

Mainpur, May 18: On
May 21, death of anniver-
sary of former Prime
Minister Late Rajiv
Gandhi will be observed
and as like yesteryears
Congress leaders from dif-
ferent places will assemble
in this Rajiv Gandhi adopt-
ed village which is located
inside deep forest and 18
km far off from tehsil
headquarter Mainpur.

It needs to be mentioned
here, on July 14, 1985 then
Prime Minister Late Rajiv
Gandhi visited this village
along with his wife and
present President of
Congress Sonia Gandhi.
They had spent almost an
hour with this special
backward caste Kamar
tribe and also observed
from close proximity life
of Kamar tribes.

Rajiv Gandhi adopted
this village and made
available good roads,

power, potable water and
other basic facilities to
this village. Now, 15 years
after Congress govern-
ment came to power in
state the picture of
Kulhadighat has changed
but the fate of dependent
villages like Tarajhar,
Kurvapani, Matal and
Bhaludiggi remains the
same and still await basic
infrastructures.

The villagers in this
scorching heat have no ac-
cess to clean drinking
water and villagers are
making arrangement of
water by digging the bed of
dry rivers and rivulets in
this area. The other facili-
ties like power, health and
education are still a dream
for these villagers.

This correspondent
when visited this village

recently came to know
that villagers are making
preparation to observe
death anniversary of late
Rajiv Gandhi on May 21.
The villagers were clean-
ing the bust of Rajiv
Gandhi established here
and others  were busy
preparing the itinerary of
programme.

Village sarpanch Mrs
Dhanmoti Sori and Kamar
samaj president Bansingh
Sori said, on July 14, 1985
former Prime Minister
landed here from helicop-
ter and along with his wife
Sonia Gandhi was also
present. Rajiv Gandhi
adopted this village and
this tiny village became
popular in the map of
India.

Rajiv Gandhi was ac-
companied by then CM of
MP Motilal Vora, Digvijay
Singh, MP Pawan Diwan
and other big leaders of
the party. Rajiv then tra-
versed through the streets
of this village and closely

understood the problems
which existed there. He
visited the hut of Kamar
women Baldi Bai and ac-
cepted food from her.

After Rajiv Gandhi
adopted this village efforts
were made to make avail-
able agriculture and other
employment facilities
here. Now, after the death
of Rajiv Gandhi villagers
established bust of Rajiv
Gandhi in this village and
every year his death an-
niversary is observed.

Congress leaders like
former CM Ajit Jogi,
present VS Speaker
Charan Das Mahant, cab-
inet minister Mohammed
Akbar and other leaders
keep coming here on May
21. Last year PCC Chief
Mohan Markam was
present in this village on
May 21.

Markam met the tribals
and after understanding
their problems through
organization wrote to CM
Bhupesh Baghel for the

upliftment of
Kulhadighat. Whenever
any Congress leader visits
Mainpur, they nrver for-
get to visit Kulhadighat
and pay tributes to Rajiv
Gandhi there.

Villagers impatiently
wait for CM Baghel
15 years after Congress

came to power in state
Kulhadighat has again
come to limelight.The

local administration is ac-
tive in developing the vil-
lage and a garden is being
developed at  Rajiv
Gandhi Chowk. Former
sarpanch Bansingh Sori
said, several delegations
from the villages have vis-
ited CM to invite him for
the death anniversary
programme on May 21
and are anxiously waiting
for his arrival.

Dependent villages far
away from development

Though Kalhadighat is
developing, dependent vil-
lages like Tarajhar,
Kurvapani, Matal and
Bhaludiggi cry for basic
facilities and are strug-
gling with heap of prob-
lems. Kamar
Development Project has
not touched dependent
villages The villages situ-
ated on hill top have not
been visited by the offi-
cers responsible for im-
plementation of
Development Project.
Rahul Gandhi made former

sarpanch sit by his side
Former National

President of Congress
Rahul Gandhi visited
Raipur in February and
during his visit invited
national president of
Kamar tribe and former
sarpanch Bansingh Sori
to Raipur. Rahul asked
Sori about the activities of
his village and even took
lunch with him.

p To two applicants
with marriage and
‘Gumasta’ certificate
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Problems of dependent villages remain unchanged 

Bust of Rajiv Gandhi in village. Signboard of the village. Old picture of Rajiv Gandhi during his visit to Kulhadighat. Normal activity in the village.

Rahul Gandhi taking lunch with former sarpanch Bansingh Sori. A Kamar women busy making basket.

Last two theft incident remain unsolved

Sinha Jewellery shop where theft incident took place.  

p Collector directs
dept's to prepare
duty chart

p On charges of 
coming to school in
intoxicated condition

Sita tops in Biology
from GSEMHSS

Birkoni, May 18: The stu-
dent Sita
Sahu of
Class 12th
f r o m
G o o d
Shepherd
E n g l i s h
M e d i u m
HS School

(GSEMHSS), Mahasamund
secured 84.2% marks in
Biology and topped in the
School. She also secured
77.6% marks in the addi-
tional Mathematics sub-
ject. On this achievement,
both the School
Management and villagers
are feeling proud. Sita Sahu
was talented since begin-
ning and used to study reg-
ularly and with due seri-
ousness and has got identi-
ty as silent and disciplined
student. Sita Sahu passes
on the credit of her
achievement to her parent
and teachers. The local
public representatives and
social workers have wished
all the best to Sita Sahu in
all her future endeavours
and extended greetings to
her. Father of Sita Sahu is
Chitrasen Sahu and is
working as teacher in
Government Naveen
Kanya School in Birkoni.

Sita Sahu

Women submit memo to SDM
demanding water supply

Central Chronicle News

Dongargarh, May 18:
Drinking water crisis is
looming large in Gram
Thakur Tola for last many
days and for this the rural
women went to meet SDM
and submitted him a mem-
orandum. The women of
the village informed that
there is nobody to take
stock of drinking water
problem they all are fac-
ing. The delegation of
women reached SDM's of-
fice under leadership of
Ashok Verma. In the mem-
orandum submitted
women informed that even
after big Syntex water
tank, they are wandering
in search of water day in
and day out. They in-
formed that there is

Syntex water tank, but no
connection of water
pipeline from any borewell
or tubewell. There is one
borewell, but water in it is
insufficient and people of
the village are forced to
drinking polluted water.
The women of the village
warned that if their drink-
ing water problem is not
solved by May 19, then
they all will be forced to
gherao SDM's office along
with BJYM workers and
villagers. Among those
who submitted memoran-
dum included Bhojram
Veram, BJYM President
Lal Bahadur, Nagar
Mandal Ashok Verma,
Bhuneswar Verma,
Lokesh Verma, Sitabai
Verma, Renuka Bai
Verma, and others.

WATER CRISIS 

Residents collect drinking water from a tanker at Laxmi Bai Nagar in New Delhi, Wednesday.
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Three killed
 Mathura (UP): Three

pilgrims were killed
and 36 others injured
when a bus carrying
60 people rammed
into a truck on the
Yamuna Expressway
here, police said on
Wednesday.
Superintendent of
Police (Rural), Shrish
Chandra, said the ac-
cident took place near
Bajna on Tuesday
night when the bus
carrying pilgrims
from Shahdara area of
Delhi rammed into a
truck laden with
building material
from behind. The bus
passengers were re-
turning after offering
prayers in Vrindavan.

Road accident 
 Bhadohi (UP): An

SUV collided with a
truck here in the early
hours of Wednesday,
leaving three mem-
bers of a marriage
party dead and 15 oth-
ers injured, police
said. The SUV was
carrying a marriage
party from Pakri vil-
lage to Amvakhurd
village when the acci-
dent took place, a po-
lice official said.
Locals rushed the in-
jured to the Maharaja
Balwant Singh
Government Hospital
in the district from
where seven have
been referred to a
trauma centre in
Varanasi.

Demolition drives 
 New Delhi: The Delhi

government has
sought a detailed re-
port from the BJP-
ruled civic bodies on
the demolition drives
being conducted by
them across the city
since April 1, officials
sources said on
Wednesday. This
comes days after a se-
ries of anti-encroach-
ment drives were con-
ducted by the three
civic bodies in differ-
ent parts of the city
including Shaheen
Bagh, Jahangirpuri
Madanpur Khadar,
New Friends Colony,
Mangolpuri, Rohini,
Gokulpuri, Lodhi
Colony, Janakpuri
among others.

Rs 2cr gold band 
 Shirdi: A Hyderabad-

based devotee has do-
nated a band made of
gold worth Rs 2 crore
to the famous Saibaba
temple in
Maharashtra’s Shirdi
town, temple authori-
ties said on
Wednesday. The devo-
tee, Parthsarthi
Reddy, wanted to do-
nate the gold band for
the Saibaba idol’s
throne in 2016, but the
required procedure
could not be complet-
ed then and the
process later got de-
layed due to the
COVID-19 pandemic,
the temple trust’s
CEO, Bhagyashri
Banayat, said.

Fire in  godown
 Thane: A fire broke

out on Wednesday in a
godown where some
chemicals were kept
in Maharashtra’s
Thane district, a civic
official said. No one
was injured in the
blaze which erupted
around 7.30 am in the
godown located at
Mankoli in Bhiwandi
town here, Thane
Municipal
Corporation’s region-
al disaster manage-
ment cell chief
Avinash Sawant said.
Some chemicals used
for wood polish were
stored in the premis-
es, he said. Two fire
engines were rushed
to the spot and efforts
were still on to douse
the blaze, he said.

Varanasi, May 18:

Slamming AIMIM chief
Asaduddin Owaisi for his
opposition to the survey at
Gyanvapi mosque in
Varanasi, Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP)
Minority Morcha
spokesperson Syed Yaser
Jilani on Tuesday said
Owaisi is trying to “pro-
voke a section and playing
the victim card”.

Speaking to ANI, Jilani
said, “Asaduddin Owaisi is
doing the work of devils.

“Owaisi is known for op-
posing whatever work is

done according to the
Constitution of India. He
talks about Article 6 of the
1991 Act. But, he does not
discuss Article 4, which is
for worship. Asaduddin
Owaisi’s only job is to ob-
struct any good work in
every way.”

Jilani said that the facts
should be produced before
the court. “Let people
know what facts come out.
Do you (Owaisi) have faith
in the Constitution of
India or not? If you have
faith, you should wait.
But, Asaduddin Owaisi is
constantly trying to pro-

voke a section, a commu-
nity, intimidating people,
playing the victim card,”
stated Jilani. Asked about
the claims of finding a
Shivling in the Gyanvapi
Masjid premises, Jilani
said, “The people of India
trust the court. I believe
that thesurvey report will
be given due consideration
by the court. Whoever is
on the other side, also has
the right to move to the
Supreme Court. Our
Constitution has given
everyone the same power.”

All India Majlis-e-
Ittehadul Muslimeen
(AIMIM) chief Asaduddin
Owaisi on Tuesday termed
the Varanasi court’s order
on the Kashi-Vishwanath
temple-Gyanvapi Mosque
issue as wrong, unfair and
illegal. Earlier on Monday,
the Varanasi court direct-
ed the district administra-
tion to seal the spot of the
survey inside the complex
where allegedly ‘Shivling’
has been found by the sur-
veying team.

Gyanvapi: BJP neta says
Owaisi playing victim card

FARMERS PROTEST

Farmers of the Samyukta Kisan Morcha protest near Chandigarh-Mohali border after being stopped from heading
towards Chandigarh, in Mohali, Wednesday.

Uttarakhand, May 18:

Two trekkers from
Uttar Pradesh who were
stranded for over 48
hours during an expedi-
tion in Pithoragarh dis-
trict of Uttarakhand
have been rescued by a
team of the ITBP, a sen-
ior officer said on
Wednesday. Vishal
Gangwar (28) and
Santosh Kumar (30) start-
ed their trek to Khaliya
Top in the district on
Sunday. The duo got
stranded near Birthi fall
in Munsiyari, away from
the seven-km-long
trekking route, and
somehow managed to
call for help from their
phone, an Indo-Tibetan
Border Police (ITBP)
spokesperson said. The
14th battalion of the

ITBP stationed in the
area was alerted by the
authorities and two
teams were dispatched
for the rescue operation,
he said. One of the
teams intercepted the
climbers on Tuesday
night near the Birthi fall
area, he said.

The trekkers were de-
hydrated and hungry and
the ITBP teams provided
them with food and
water, the senior officer
said. “The rescue opera-
tion is still on. The res-
cue team tried to call a
helicopter but due to
steep gradient, forest and
weather hazards, it was
not possible to airlift
them,” he said. The team
is in the process of tak-
ing the trekkers to safety
through the land route,
the spokesperson said.

ITBP rescues trekkers
stranded in Uttarakhand

VVaarraannaassii,,  MMaayy  1188::

The All India Muslim
Personal Law Board (AIMPLB)
has asked the Centre and the
state governments to clarify
their stand on the alleged tar-
geting of places of worship of
Muslims in the country. 

The board has also decided
to provide legal aid to the
Intezamiya Masajid Committee
and its lawyers in the Gyanvapi
Masjid case and launch a
nationwide agitation, if neces-
sary, to apprise the public
about the “real intention” of
creating disputes over the
places of worship. An emer-
gency virtual meeting of the
board’s Working Committee
was held late on Tuesday night
in which many important deci-
sions were taken, AIMPLB
executive member Qasim
Rasool Ilyas told PTI on
Wednesday. 

The AIMPLB, a leading
organisation of Muslims in the
country, is a non-government
body constituted in 1973 to
adopt suitable strategies for
the protection and continued
applicability of Muslim
Personal Law in India, most
importantly the Muslim
Personal Law (Shariat)
Application Act of 1937. 

Referring to the issues of
Gyanvapi Masjid in Varanasi
and the Shahi Masjid Idgah in
Mathura, Ilyas said, “It was
regretted during the meeting
that the places of worship of
Muslims in the country are
being targeted and Religious
Places Act of 1991, which was
enacted in Parliament with the
consent of all, is being openly
flouted. 

It is a matter of great regret
that the central government
and the state governments are
silent on this. 

Why are mosques being
targeted, asks AIMPLB

Bengaluru, May 18 (PTI):

Senior politician
Basavaraj Horatti, who re-
cently resigned as the
Chairman of Karnataka
Legislative Council and
MLC, on Wednesday
joined the BJP.

He joined the party in
the presence of Chief
Minister Basavaraj
Bommai, former Chief
Minister Jagadish Shettar,
BJP national General
Secretary C T Ravi,
Ministers R Ashoka,
Govind Karjol, C C Patil
among others. “Basavaraj
Horatti has been a mem-

ber of the Legislative
Council for nearly 45 years
and has served as its
Chairman and Minister.
He is a leader with lot of
experience, commands a
lot of respect and has been
working for the cause of
teachers.

After deciding to join
BJP he met Union Home
Minister Amit Shah and
resigned from his post and
has officially joined the
party today,” Bommai
said.

Speaking to reporters
after welcoming the senior
leader, he said, BJP is or-
ganising a huge pro-
gramme in Hubballi short-
ly, to mark his induction
into the party.

“His joining has
strengthened the party. No
one has the record of
being an MLC for such a
long time in the entire
country.

Basavaraj Horatti joins BJP

Nagpur, May 18 (PTI):

The Nagpur ATS unit
has arrested a Jaish-e-
Mohammed (JeM) terror-
ist from Jammu &
Kashmir who had alleged-
ly conducted a recce of Dr
Hedgewar Smriti Bhawan
of the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh
(RSS) here in
Maharashtra last year, an
official said on Wednesday.

Sheikh had allegedly
conducted a partial recce
of the Hedgewar Smriti
Bhavan in Reshimbaug
area of Nagpur and man-
aged to send a video of the
Bhavan to his handler in
Pakistan, he said. The ATS
recently took Raees
Ahmed Sheikh Asadulla
Sheikh (26), a resident of
Awantipora town in J&K’s

Pulwama district, into cus-
tody on a production war-
rant from J&K and exten-
sively questioned him over
the last two days, he said.

Sheikh told the investi-
gators that a person
named Omar, claimed to
be the operational com-
mander of JeM’s
Nawabpur (Pakistan)-
based terrorist launching
pad, was his handler.

He came here by a Delhi-
Mumbai-Nagpur flight on
July 13, 2021 and checked
into a hotel in Sitabuldi
area. The handler had as-
sured Sheikh that a local
man would contact and
help him in the operation
in Nagpur. However,
Sheikh conducted the re-
connaissance on his own
as no person contacted
him in Nagpur, the official

said. On July 14, Sheikh
took an auto-rickshaw and
reached Reshimbagh area
with the help of Google
Map. The location was
sent by his handler, he
said. His target was to con-
duct the recce of the
Smriti Bhavan. He alight-
ed near the Reshimbagh
ground in the afternoon.

Sheikh then switched on
his mobile phone camera
and held it near his head
to show as if he was speak-
ing to someone over the
phone. He walked through
the Reshimbagh ground
while capturing its video,
the official said. Sheikh
shared the video with his
handler on WhatsApp, but
the latter got angry over
its poor quality and in-
structed him to again
shoot a video.

RSS memorial recce bid case:
Maha ATS arrest JeM terrorist

Bhubaneswar, May 18 (PTI):

A sculpture of a lion
was found during excava-
tion for the controversial
heritage corridor project
in Puri, which could date
back to the Ganga dynasty,
the Archeological Survey
of India (ASI) said on
Tuesday.

The East Ganga
Dynasty had ruled
Kalinga, the ancient name
of Odisha, from the early
5th century to the early
15th century.

The sculpture was
found on the premises of
the Emar Mutt near the
12th-century Jagannath
Temple on Monday.

The ASI’s Bhubaneswar
Circle Superintending
Archeologist Arun Kumar
Mallick, along with a team
of experts, rushed to Puri
for inspection of the re-

covered lion sculpture
which was partly dam-
aged. The ancient lion
sculpture could be of the
Ganga dynasty era.
However, more on it can
be said only after it is test-
ed in the archaeological
laboratory, Mallick said.
This is the third such lion

sculpture found during ex-
cavation works in the 75-
metre periphery area of
the Jagannath temple for
the Puri Heritage
Corridor Project.

In an affidavit submit-
ted before the Orissa High
Court on May 9, the ASI
mentioned the recovery of

two such sculptures from
the site.

The ASI had earlier told
the high court that no her-
itage impact assessment
studies were conducted
before the commencement
of the project.

“At several locations
stratified deposits of
about 15 to 20 ft have taken
place, which has caused
irreparable damage to the
heritage site,” it had said.

Following the un-
earthing of the sculpture,
locals demanded a
ground-penetrating radar
survey (GPRS) before the
digging work is continued
at the periphery of the
shrine.

“The GPRS would have
helped the government to
spot the presence of an-
tiques under the ground,”
said SN Mishra, a veteran
archaeologist.

Lion sculpture found during excavation for Puri heritage corridor

Kharagpur (WB), May
18 (PTI): West Bengal
Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee on Tuesday
asked police to beef up se-
curity in the industrial
town of Kharagpur and
other places in Paschim
Medinipur district to safe-
guard the border region
from armed miscreants
from across the inter-state
border.

Banerjee pointed to re-
ports of arms were being
smuggled into the district
from neighbouring states
like Bihar and Jharkhand
via trains, and expressed
doubts over the effective-
ness of Government
Railway Police (GRP) in
checking the new trend.

“I will ask the DGP
(Manoj Malaviya) to in-

stall CCTVs across
Kharagpur and other
towns in the district.
Kharagpur, is a very sensi-
tive area. A recent trend
has been observed of mis-
creants coming from out-
side Bengal with arms
purchased from illegal fac-
tories in nearby states, she
said during an adminis-
trative review meeting
here. “You have to keep a

close check on trains
being used for arms smug-
gled. I do not think the
GRP conducts proper
checking, she added.
Kharagpur is an impor-
tant railhead which acts
as a transit point for travel
and cargo movements to
and from a large number
of states.

The CM also directed
the police to take strong
action against those in-
volved in illegally cutting
and selling (of) trees .

Meanwhile, noting that
dengue cases were on the
rise in the northern dis-
tricts of Bengal, Banerjee
directed officials con-
cerned to send a team of
experts there, and start
distributing mosquito
nets.

Mamata asks police to check
arms smuggling into Kharagpur
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CANNES FILM FESTIVAL

Moldova model and influencer Elvira Jain arrives to 
attend the screening of “Final Cut (Coupez !)” ahead of
the opening ceremony of the 75th edition of the Cannes

Film Festival in Cannes, southern France.

HERITAGE MONTH CELEBRATION

President Joe Biden, first lady Jill Biden and Vice President Kamala Harris applaud U.S. Trade Representative
Katherine Tai, in the Rose Garden of the White House in Washington  during a reception to celebrate Asian
American, Native Hawaiian, and Pacific Islander Heritage Month.

BRIEF
7 hurt in explosion

Woodland: Seven
people, including po-
lice officers and EMS
personnel, were in-
jured in an explosion
at a Maryland nail
salon on Monday
night, officials said.
Baltimore County po-
lice officers respond-
ed to a disturbance at
a Woodlawn nail salon
and encountered a
person who refused to
leave, police said in a
news release. He re-
fused to follow offi-
cers’ commands and
ran to the back of the
store where he started
a fire that produced
an explosion, police
said. Firefighters
found smoke coming
from the rear of the
salon and extin-
guished a fire quickly,
fire officials said.

Prince Charles
St. John’s
(Newfoundland):
Prince Charles and
Camilla, the duchess
of Cornwall, have ar-
rived in St. John’s,
Newfoundland, to
begin a three-day
Canadian tour to
mark the 70th an-
niversary of his moth-
er’s ascent to the
throne. The royal cou-
ple’s itinerary in-
cludes stops in Ottawa
and the Northwest
Territories as well as
a welcome ceremony
at Newfoundland’s
provincial legislature
with Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau.

Abortion ban
Detroit: A judge on
Tuesday suspended
Michigan’s dormant,
decades-old ban on
abortion, which
means the procedure
would not be illegal in
the state even if the
US Supreme Court
overturned its his-
toric Roe v Wade deci-
sion. The Michigan
law, which makes it a
crime to assist in an
abortion, has been on
the books since 1931.
But it has had no
practical effect since
1973 when the
Supreme Court le-
galised abortion na-
tionwide.

Mubarak son 
Cairo: The son of
Egypt’s former presi-
dent said Tuesday
that he and family
members were inno-
cent of corruption
charges made in inter-
national courts after
the country’s 2011
popular uprising. His
statements came after
years of attempts by
the deposed presi-
dent’s family to reha-
bilitate its image as it
faced litigation in
Egypt and abroad. In
a video statement re-
leased online, Gamal
Mubarak, the son of
former Egyptian pres-
ident Hosni Mubarak,
said that recent court
decisions in the
European Union and
elsewhere demon-
strate their inno-
cence, but did not ex-
plain how the family
had amassed its sig-
nificant wealth.

Summit in US 
Guatemala City:
Guatemalan
President Alejandro
Giammattei said
Tuesday he will not at-
tend the Summit of
the Americas next
month in Los Angeles,
following criticism
from the Biden ad-
ministration for reap-
pointing an attorney
general the US accus-
es of protecting the
corrupt. During an
event at the Mexican
Embassy, Giammattei
said a country’s 
sovereignty must be
respected.

Washington, May 18:

India saw over 23.5 lakh
premature deaths due to
pollution of all types — in-
cluding 16.7 lakh fatalities
caused by air pollution —
in 2019, the highest among
all countries globally, ac-
cording to a new study
published in The Lancet
Planetary Health journal.
The majority of air pollu-

tion related deaths — 9.8
lakh — in India were
caused by ambient PM2.5
pollution — tiny pollution
particles in the air that are
two and one half microns
or less in width, the re-
searchers said.

Another 6.1 lakh were
due to household air pollu-
tion, they said. Globally,
pollution of any kind was
responsible for nine mil-

lion deaths in 2019 —
equivalent to one in six
deaths worldwide.

Air pollution — both
household and ambient —
was responsible for the
greatest number of deaths
at 6.67 million worldwide.

“Attention and funding
has only minimally in-
creased since 2015, despite
well-documented increas-
es in public concern about
pollution and its health ef-
fects,” Fuller said in a
statement.

In India, air pollution is
most severe in the Indo-
Gangetic Plain (northern
India), where topography
and meteorology concen-
trate pollution from ener-
gy, mobility, industry, agri-
culture, and other activi-
ties, the researchers said.

Kingston, May 18 (PTI):

India is ready to part-
ner with Jamaica and
share its technical skills,
knowledge and expertise
which could transform
the Caribbean country’s
education and businesses,
President Ram Nath
Kovind has said, express-
ing confidence that con-
vergences and comple-
mentarities between the
two nations will be mutu-
ally beneficial.

Addressing the joint sit-
ting of both Houses of
Parliament of Jamaica on
Tuesday, Kovind said:
“Fifteen thousand kilome-
tres away from India, I
feel very much at home
before you. And why
should I not, when this
House has many distin-
guished members with

Indian lineage.” He said
Jamaica has welcomed
Indians with open arms
and given them dignity
and respect. As a result,

not just politics; but busi-
ness, music, sports, dress,
and food have all wit-
nessed a rich Indian pres-
ence.

The President said
Jamaica’s strategic posi-
tion in the vicinity of
some of the largest global
economies, and its talent-
ed pool of English-speak-
ing youth, provide it with
an excellent opportunity
to become a ‘knowledge
highway’ and benefit from
the Fourth Industrial
Revolution.

“India shares Jamaica’s
Vision 2030’ goals of em-
powering its people and
ensuring a secure, cohe-
sive, and just society
while becoming a prosper-
ous and sustainable econ-
omy,” he said.

“India is ready to part-
ner with Jamaica and
share its technical skills,
knowledge and expertise
which could transform
Jamaica’s education and
businesses.

India saw 23.5 lakh pollution
deaths in 2019, highest in world

India ready to partner with Jamaica and share
its technical skills & expertise: President Kovind

Washington, May 18 (AP):

A government watchdog
says decisions by
Presidents Donald Trump
and Joe Biden to pull all
US troops out of
Afghanistan were the key
factors in the collapse of
that nation’s military.

The new report by the
Special Inspector General
for Afghanistan
Reconstruction, or SIGAR,
mirrors assertions made
by senior Pentagon and
military leaders in the af-
termath of the US troop
withdrawal that ended last
August in the chaotic evac-
uation of Americans and
other civilians from the
embattled country.
Military leaders have
made it clear that their
recommendation was to
leave about 2,500 US troops

in the country, but that
plan was not approved. In
February 2020, the Trump
administration signed an
agreement with the
Taliban in Doha, Qatar, in
which the US promised to
fully withdraw its troops
by May 2021. The Taliban
committed to several con-
ditions, including stop-
ping attacks on American
and coalition forces. The
stated objective was to pro-
mote a peace negotiation
between the Taliban and
the Afghan government,
but that diplomatic effort
never gained traction be-
fore Biden took office in
January 2022.

Just a few months later,
Biden announced he
would complete the US
military withdrawal. The
announcement fuelled the
Taliban’s campaign to re-

take the country, aided by
the Afghans’ widespread
distrust of their govern-
ment and entrenched cor-
ruption that led to low pay,
lack of food and poor liv-
ing conditions among the
Afghan troops.

Many Afghans thought
the US-Taliban agreement
was an act of bad faith and
a signal that the US was
handing over Afghanistan
to the enemy as it rushed
to exit the country, the in-
terim report said. Its im-
mediate effect was a dra-
matic loss in (Afghan
troops’) morale.

US officials have said
they were surprised by the
quick collapse of the mili-
tary and the government,
prompting sharp congres-
sional criticism of the in-
telligence community for
failing to foresee it.

US troop pullout was key 
factor in Afghan collapse

Kyiv, May 18 (AP):

Mariupol appeared on
the verge of falling to the
Russians on Tuesday as
Ukraine moved to aban-
don the steel plant where
hundreds of its fighters
had held out for months
under relentless bombard-
ment in the last bastion of
resistance in the devastat-
ed city.

The capture of
Mariupol would make it
the biggest city to be taken
by Moscow’s forces and
would give the Kremlin a
badly needed victory,
though the landscape has
largely been reduced to
rubble.

More than 260
Ukrainian fighters some
of them seriously wound-
ed and taken out on
stretchers left the ruins of
the Azovstal plant on
Monday and turned them-
selves over to the Russian

side in a deal negotiated by
the warring parties.

An additional seven
buses carrying an un-
known number of
Ukrainian soldiers from
the plant were seen arriv-
ing at a former penal
colony Tuesday in the
town of Olenivka, approxi-
mately 88 kilometers (55
miles) north of Mariupol.

While Russia called it a

surrender, the Ukrainians
avoided that word and in-
stead said the plant’s gar-
rison had successfully
completed its mission to
tie down Russian forces
and was under new orders.

To save their lives.
Ukraine needs them. This
is the main thing,
Ukrainian Defense
Minister Oleksiy Reznikov
said.

Fall of Mariupol appears at
hand; fighters leave steel plant

BBiigg  BBaarr  ((UUSS)),,  MMaayy  1188  ((AAPP))::

A woman who was attacked
by a mountain lion in Northern
California says her dog jumped
to her defense and was badly
wounded in protecting her.

I will ever be able to live up
to how amazing and loyal she is
to me, Erin Wilson told the
Sacramento Bee on Tuesday.

Wilson, 24, lives in rural
Trinity County, about four
hours northwest of
Sacramento. On Monday, she
drove to the Trinity River near

unincorporated Big Bar to take
an afternoon stroll with Eva,
her 2 1/2-year-old Belgian
Malinois. 

Wilson was on a path with
Eva a few yards ahead when a
mountain lion lunged and
swiped at her, scratching
Wilson’s left shoulder through
her jacket, she said. I yelled
Eva!’ and she came running,
Wilson said. And she hit that
cat really hard. The dog weighs
55 pounds (25 kilograms) and
was outclassed by the cougar
but battled fiercely.

California woman says dog
defended her from mountain lion

W ell over two years into
the pandemic, hundreds

of thousands of COVID cases
continue to be recorded around
the world every day. With the
rise of new variants, the symp-
toms of COVID have also
evolved. Initially, the NHS re-
garded a fever, cough, and loss
or change in sense of smell or
taste as the main symptoms
which could indicate COVID in-
fection. Now, recently updated
NHS guidance suggests also
looking out for symptoms in-
cluding a sore throat, blocked
or runny nose, and a headache.
But what about some of the
more obscure signs and symp-
toms? From skin lesions to
hearing loss, emerging data is
increasingly showing us that
COVID symptoms can go be-
yond what you might expect
from a regular cold or a flu.

1. Skin lesions
COVID-related skin com-

plaints are not uncommon. In
fact, a UK study published in
2021 found that one in five pa-
tients only exhibited a rash and
no other symptom. COVID can
affect the skin in a variety of
ways. Some people may experi-
ence a widespread macu-
lopapular rash (flat or raised
areas of discoloured skin),

while others might present
with hives (raised areas of
itchy skin). COVID toes , mean-
while, describes red, swollen or
blistering skin lesions on the
toes. This symptom is more
commonly seen in adolescents
or young adults with mild or no
symptoms. Most COVID skin
lesions tend to go away after a
few days, or in some instances a
few weeks, without the need for
any specialised treatment. If
the skin is very itchy or painful
though, you can consult a GP or
dermatologist, who may recom-
mend treatment such as a
cream.

2. COVID nails
During an infection, includ-

ing that of SARS-CoV-2 (the
virus which causes COVID-19),
our bodies naturally try to ex-
press that they're under an un-
usual amount of stress. They
can do this in a variety of
weird and wonderful ways, in-
cluding through our nails.
COVID nails encompasses
changes such as: Beau's lines
horizontal indentations that
occur at the base of the finger-
nails or toenails when there's a
temporary interruption in nail
growth due to a physical stress
on the body.

Mees' lines horizontal white
lines that appear on the nails,
thought to be caused by the ab-
normal production of proteins
in the nail bed a red half-moon
pattern which develops at the
base of the fingernails (the
mechanism underlying this
change is unclear). The data on
how many people experience
COVID nails is limited, but it's
been estimated it could be up to
1-2% of COVID patients.

COVID nails tend to appear
in the days or weeks following

COVID infection as the nails
grow. Although they might be
painful initially, the vast major-
ity tend to return to normal
over a few weeks. Notably, while
these changes may be indica-
tive of COVID, they can also be
caused by different things. For
example, Beau's lines can be
secondary to chemotherapy or
another infection.

3. Hair loss
Hair loss is perhaps an un-

derstated symptom of COVID-
19, usually occurring one
month or more after the acute
infection. In one study of al-
most 6,000 people who had pre-
viously had COVID, hair loss
was the most common post-
COVID symptom, reported by
48% of participants. It was es-
pecially prevalent among peo-
ple who had severe COVID and
white women. It is thought that
this results from the hair sens-
ing the stress in the body, lead-
ing to excess shedding. Indeed,
hair loss can also be triggered
by other stressful events, such
as childbirth. The good news is
that with time the hair grows
back to normal.
4. Hearing loss and tinnitus

As with other viral infec-
tions, such as the flu and
measles, COVID has been found
to affect the cells in the inner
ear, with hearing loss or tinni-
tus (a constant ringing sensa-
tion in the ear) sometimes fol-
lowing infection. In a review
study that included 560 partici-
pants, hearing loss occurred in
3.1% of patients with COVID,
while tinnitus occurred in
4.5%. In one study of 30 people
who had been diagnosed with
COVID, and 30 who hadn't none
with pre-existing hearing prob-
lems the researchers found that

COVID was associated with
damage to the inner ear which
led to hearing impairment at
higher frequencies. While for
the vast majority of patients
this resolves on its own, cases
of permanent hearing loss
linked to COVID have been re-
ported.

Why all these symptoms?
We don't understand exactly

what causes these symptoms,
but we know the most impor-
tant part is played by a process
called inflammation.
Inflammation is our body's nat-
ural defence mechanism
against pathogens; SARS-CoV-
2 in this case. It involves the
production of cytokines pro-
teins which are important in
controlling the activity of im-
mune cells.

Excessive production of
these proteins, as a part of the
inflammation triggered by
COVID infection, can cause
sensory deficits, which poten-
tially explain why some people
are presenting with hearing
loss and tinnitus. It can also
disrupt the capillary networks,
very tiny blood vessels which
provide blood to organs includ-
ing the ears, skin and nails.

The symptoms we've de-
scribed here are not exclusive
to COVID infection. That said,
if you notice any of these
symptoms, it would be appro-
priate to consider a COVID
test, especially if you're in an
area where COVID is circulat-
ing. You can also contact your
GP, particularly if the symp-
toms are getting worse or caus-
ing you significant discomfort.
At the same time, you can be
reassured that most of these
symptoms are likely to im-
prove with time.
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Sudden upsurge 
With the elimination of

dreaded Khalistani terror-
ist Bhinderwala, a transient
lull in the activities of the
Khalistanis was noticed by
the peace-loving people of
Punjab. The Khalistanis
had gradually started shift-
ed their bases from India to
Pakistan and Canada. But
suddenly, during the farmer
agitation, which was active-
ly supported by INC, AAP,
TMC, SP along with the
Leftists, the Khalistanis in
the guise of farmers be-
came very active in parts of
Punjab, Haryana and UP
and they took almost took
the entire nation as hostage.
The utter vandalism let
loose by the Khalistanis in
the guise of farmers on
August 15 compelled the en-
tire nation to hang its head
in shame and in anger
when even the Tricolour
was not spared. Now with
the formation of an AAP
Government in Punjab, the
traitor Khalistanis are
again becoming active. The
recent rocket attack in
Punjab by the terrorists is a
pointer in this direction.
The freebies promised by
AAP before the election will
ultimately cost the nation
as a whole.

Lanu Dutt Chowdhury,
via mail

Fire tragedy 
The fire tragedy occurred

in a commercial building
near the Mundka metro sta-
tion in outer Delhi, which
reportedly consumed 30 in-
nocent lives, is yet another
stark reminder of how fire
safety norms are flouted by
building owners with im-
punity. Buildings must be
planned, designed and con-
structed to ensure that fire
safety measures are in
place in strict accordance
with National Building
Code of India's guidelines
which regulate the building
construction activities
across the country. Even
though NBC makes these
measures mandatory, ma-
jority of multi-storey build-
ings continue to ignore and
violate the safety norms,
and often play with human
lives. In fact, many build-
ings lack even basic fire
safety systems, like fire ex-
tinguishers. Also, there is
no statutory provision for
regular verification of ad-
herence to fire safety
norms in multi-story build-
ings. Delhi is already
gripped by a punishing
heatwave, and the fire
tragedy only adds to the
melancholy of the national
capital. As is customary, the
Delhi government and the
PMO have announced cash
compensation to the fami-
lies of the victims. But the
task of affixing monetary
value to human life is an
awkward and intractable
one, isn't it? 
Ranganathan Sivakumar,

via mail
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WHAT THEY TWEET!

SShhaasshhii  TThhaarroooorr
@@SShhaasshhiiTThhaarroooorr

Some 180+ people attend-
ed the interaction last
night at @InfoparksKerala
at a trendy “cafe-resto”
called Glassmates. Great to
see so many young techies
& other entrepreneurs
focused on the state’s
future. @inckerala

HHiimmaannttaa  BBiisswwaa  SSaarrmmaa@@hhiimmaannttaabbiisswwaa

Hon HM Shri @AmitShah ji kindly called
to enquire about the flood situation in
Assam. Expressing concern over prob-
lems faced by citizens, he said Central
Government is ready to extend all pos-
sible help to Assam in this moment of
natural calamity. Grateful Sir.

UUppaassaannaa  KKoonniiddeellaa
@@uuppaassaannaakkoonniiddeellaa

Words have great power. They can
either comfort or really hurt. It is
important to be mindful of what com-
ments we put on other people's posts.
Thank u @truecaller & #Network18
for giving me this opportunity. 

HHaarrsshhaa  BBhhooggllee
@@bbhhoogglleehhaarrsshhaa

A subtle indicator of where

cricket is headed, certainly

here in India, came when I

saw this headline: Mumbai

Indians youngster gets

South Africa call-up!!

VViiccee  PPrreessiiddeenntt  ooff  IInnddiiaa@@VVPPSSeeccrreettaarriiaatt

Self-reliance in defence and aerospace technology assumes paramount importance in our endeavour to
create a 'Samarth, Saksham Bharat'.

RRaajjddeeeepp  SSaarrddeessaaii@@ssaarrddeessaaiirraajjddeeeepp
Talking point: Where does the Gyanvapi
mosque tangle leave the Places of Worship
act and the 2019 Ayodhya judgment? The
legal debate here: now If only law could be
kept above faith and more worryingly, poli-
tics! https:// indiatoday. in/india/ video/
gyanvapi- mosque- survey- violation- of-
places- of- worship- act- 1950711-2022-05-17

N early 70% of embankments in Assam have outlived their
span which explains the devastation following a recurrence

of breaches in every wave of flood in the state in recent years.
Strengthening and repair of these embankments involve enormous
expenditure which makes it a Herculean task for the state with lim-
ited resources. Climate extremes like excessive rains have added to
the vulnerability of the embankments and flood intensity which call
for an innovative response. The occurrence of 16 breaches in em-
bankments in seven districts on a single day on May 16 due to
heavy downpour and strong current and resulting in flash floods in
hundreds of villages speaks volumes about the vulnerability of em-
bankments in the state. It is also an ominous sign of the flood situa-
tion worsening in the coming days and subsequent waves this year
and calls for full preparedness for rescue, relief and rehabilitation
work. The current response of piecemeal solution of plugging the
breaches in the embankment fails to work as 90% of the total em-
bankment length of 4474 km is in dilapidated condition and breach-
es may occur in any new segment when the Brahmaputra and
Barak and their tributaries are in full spate during the monsoon as
well pre-monsoon periods. Official data reveal a mismatch between
the approved cost of flood management work and actual funds re-
leased by the Central Government, the latter falling short of than
requirements. Institutional weakness in the timely and judicious
utilization of funds is among the key factors behind such a mis-
match. A radical change in the overall situation cannot be expected
without rectification of such institutional weakness and rigorous
monitoring and roping in experts to provide innovative solutions.
Besides, long-term and permanent solutions will continue to be elu-
sive till flood management is taken up for the entire Brahmaputra
and Barak basin. The Central Government's stated position is that
flood management primarily falls under the purview of state gov-
ernments and it only supplements such efforts by providing techni-
cal guidance and promotional financial assistance in critical areas.
Assam Integrated River Basin Management Project (AIRBMP)
being implemented with the assistance of the World Bank has trig-
gered hopes of the state partially overcoming the challenge of
availability of funds for flood and erosion management. Assam
Cabinet cleared the decks for the implementation of AIRBMP in
February and approved phase I of the project worth 83 million US
dollars. The AIRBMP has five project components– Institutional
Strengthening, Integrated River Basin Planning and Demonstrative
Investments, Flood and Erosion Management, Project Management
and Contingency Emergency Response Component. 

The Department of Economic Affairs, Government of India has
granted in-principle approval to the project. The project is being im-
plemented by the Special Purpose Vehicle-Flood & River Erosion
Management Agency of Assam (FREMAA). Under phase, I of the
project two comprehensive flood management schemes at
Buridehing river and Manas Beki river are to be implemented at a
total cost of Rs 1393 crore. Results from these projects will depend
on the pace and quality of project work which can be ensured
through regular and rigorous inspection, monitoring and evaluation.
Lessons must be learnt from cost and time overruns in most flood
management projects which deprive the targeted beneficiaries of
the desired benefits and leave them at the mercy of vagaries of na-
ture for long years. The economic cost of such delay is huge, and it
pushes flood and erosion affected households into a poverty trap.
Diversion of the state's resources for poverty alleviation pro-
grammes for these people leads to curtailing of funds for develop-
ment projects including health and education and that is why fast-
tracking flood management projects are crucial to improving the
state's resources for infrastructure and other development projects.
Implementation of AIRBMP projects is going to take time and till
protection measures are strengthened, improving rescue, relief and
rehabilitation are critical to providing temporary relief to flood and
erosion-hit families. There is a provision for releasing additional
funds from the National Disaster Response Fund to states in case of
a disaster of severe nature in case a state government exhausts
funds placed at its disposal under the State Response Fund. There is
no dearth of funds for relief works and states like Assam taking
timely stock of disaster preparedness and improving the response
mechanism need to be prioritized. Building community resilience
through the adoption of flood-resistant crop varieties, high-yielding
varieties, cooperative farming, and augmenting household income
to absorb economic and financial shocks caused by flood damage to
crops, dwelling houses and displacement due to erosion. Meticulous
and innovative planning of using the space in makeshift relief camps
can facilitate the continuation of education for children in affected
areas. This has become even more crucial to ensure that the learn-
ing loss due to the COVID-19 pandemic on account of lack of access
to the internet in vast areas of rural Assam is not extended because
of a long stay in relief camps in multiple waves of the flood. The
state needs an innovative disaster response.

Assam needs innovative
disaster response

I n a strategic move, Railway Ministry and Road Transport
Ministry along with the Border Road Organisation (BRO) are

planning to construct the country's first-ever underwater road-
cum-rail tunnels across the Brahmaputra river in Assam at an esti-
mated cost of Rs 7,000 crore. A total of three parallel tunnels will be
constructed under this project - one for the road, another for rail
and the third one for emergency use. The length of all the parallel
tunnels will be the same and their stretch will be 9.8 kilometres
long.This will happen to be the first project where integrated tunnel
construction will be undertaken and this landmark project will be
inter-connected with cross passage for evacuation in case of any
emergency. The strategic multi-modal transportation system in-
tends to integrate the rail and highway network via the Jamurihat-
Silghat axis towards North Assam, Tawang and the rest of
Arunachal Pradesh. This can be used for civilian as well as strategic
purposes. As per the estimate, the government's total expenditure
for these tunnels would amount to around Rs 7,000 crore. Earlier,
National Highways and Infrastructure Development Corporation
Limited (NHIDCL), a company under the Road Transport Ministry,
had put forward a proposal for the construction of twin tunnels
specifically for vehicles and had estimated an expenditure of Rs
12,800 crore. Meanwhile, the tunnel will start about 9 km upstream
of the existing Kaliabhomora (Tezpur) road bridge and it will con-
nect Jakhlabandha railway station on the south bank and Dhaliabil
railway station on the northern bank of Brahmaputra.The underwa-
ter tunnel project will be an engineering wonder which will prove to
be strategically beneficial for the country by reducing travel time
between Assam and Arunachal Pradesh. The proposed tunnels will
be constructed using tunnel boring machines and may take around
two to two-and-a-half years to complete after the work starts.

First-Ever Underwater 
Road-Rail Tunnel
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Hindu married couples from Maharashtra perform ‘Veni Daan’ rituals on the banks of the River Ganges in Allahabad.

VASSILIOS VASSILIOU

Four strange COVID symptoms you 
might not have heard about

SSuubbrraammaanniiaann  SSwwaammyy@@SSwwaammyy3399

Inflation in India as measured by
wholesale price index has been
accelerating month by month last
two years driving the lower and
middle class to despair. It now gal-
loping at double digit rates. Such a
failure has political implications.

VENI DAAN
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Job opportunities

New Delhi: The ad-
vent of 5G and new
services that it would
usher,will spawn fresh
job opportunities in the
market, requiring suit-
able skilling of man-
power in new technolo-
gies,Telecom Secretary
K Rajaraman said on
Wednesday.
Rajaraman,who was
speaking at an event of
Telecom Sector Skill
Council (TSSC), said
that from BharatNet to
space communications,
and from 5G to fixed-
line broadband servic-
es, the telecom sector
would unlock new job
requirements of vari-
ous categories.He ex-
horted the industry to
look closely at creation
of the talent pipeline to
address these emerging
opportunities.

Resignation
New Delhi: Honda
Motorcycle and
Scooter India (HMSI)
on Tuesday said its
Director (Sales &
Marketing) Yadvinder
Singh Guleria has re-
signed from the com-
pany. Guleria was part
of HMSI since its in-
ception and con-
tributed to many criti-
cal functions for more
than two decades. He
was elevated to the
company's board in
2020 and was responsi-
ble for sales and mar-
keting, customer serv-
ice, logistics, brand
and communication
along with the new
vertical of premium
motorcycle business.
"Guleria has made in-
valuable contribution
in expanding and ac-
celerating our busi-
ness while leading
several critical func-
tions in the company.

Appointment

New Delhi: Leading
stock exchange BSE
on Tuesday said its
board has appointed S
S Mundra, a public in-
terest director, as the
chairman of the
bourse. Mundra will
replace Justice
Vikramajit Sen. "This
is to inform that the
board of directors of
the company on
Monday had consid-
ered and approved the
appointment of S S
Mundra, public inter-
est director, as the
chairman of the
board of directors of
the company, subject
to approval of Sebi,"
BSE said in a regula-
tory filing to NSE.

Market share
New Delhi: Haier
Appliances India is
aiming for 10 to 12 per
cent of market share
in the washing ma-
chine segment this
year as the consumer
durable maker is ex-
panding its product
lines as well as retail
presence across chan-
nels. The company,
which on Wednesday
introduced a new
range of future-ready
smart, artificial intel-
ligence- and IoT-en-
abled fully automatic
washing machines,
has plans to increase
its shop presence and
spend on brand cam-
paigns to woo cus-
tomers in its folds.

New Delhi, May 18:  

Chief Economic
Adviser V Anantha
Nageswaran on
Wednesday said amid
global uncertainties
caused by the ongoing
Russia-Ukraine war, India
is still better placed among
the large economies be-
cause of an improved fi-
nancial system and a ro-
bust corporate health.
India, he said, has already
taken a host of reforms in
banking and other sectors
and is now focussing on
stepping up public invest-
ment.

"Compared to other na-
tions, even among ad-
vanced countries, I think
India is relatively better
placed for the simple rea-
son that India paid a cer-
tain price last decade... we
had a banking system
stress which was then
compounded by stress in

the non-banking financial
sector towards 2018," he
said at Amazon Sambhav
Summit. Besides, he said,
Indian corporates are in
good financial health as
they have trimmed their
balance sheet. "So we are
entering into this decade
and this conflict (Russia-
Ukraine) with a much bet-
ter financial system and a
much robust corporate fi-
nancial health. So that
gives us a lot of cushion
and the Reserve Bank of
India has ample foreign
exchange reserves and
with its recent monetary
policy move, it has also sig-
nalled its determination to
combat the inflationary

pressures," he said. India
has entered this period
with a fairly reasonable
comfortable degree of
macro economic and poli-
cy stability, he said,
adding, the government
has taken several steps, in-
cluding raising capital ex-
penditure. Finance
Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman raised capital
expenditure (capex) by
35.4 per cent for 2022-23 to
Rs 7.5 lakh crore to push
the public investment-led
recovery of the pandemic-
battered economy. Thus,
he said, India is expected
to have growth rate of 7-8
per cent depending on the
duration of the ongoing
conflict. As per the
Economic Survey, India's
economy is expected to
grow 8-8.5 per cent in 2022-
23. RBI in its April policy
trimmed the growth esti-
mated to 7.2 per cent from
the earlier 7.8 per cent for

the current fiscal year.
Talking about the fallout
of the ongoing war,
Nageswaran said prices of
commodities especially
fuel and some foodgrains,
have increased, stoking
global inflation. It also led
to wheat shortage and as a
result many countries are
facing rising prices.
"While inflation is one as-
pect of it, food security is
another aspect.
Thankfully in India we are
relatively far more com-
fortably placed than oth-
ers. But there are several
countries where the avail-
ability of food is more im-
portant than even the
price," he said. Asserting
that the Budget numbers
are credible both with re-
spect to nominal economic
growth, and the revenue
growth assumptions,
Nageswaran said the num-
bers have become more
credible.

India better placed to face global
challenges and uncertainties: CEA Chennai, May 18: 

Two and three wheeler
maker TVS Motor
Company has rolled out its
latest electric scooter
iQube equipped with a host
of features including best-
in-class range of 140 kms
on a single charge, the com-
pany said on Wednesday.
The city-based company
said it has unveiled three
variants of the electric
scooter which would
have a seven inch touch-
screen, voice assist,
iQube Alexa skillset,
music player, fast
charging with plug
and play, bluetooth
connectivity among
others. The variants --
TVS iQube and TVS iQube
S would be available at a
price of Rs 98,564 and Rs
1,08,690 respectively, on
road New Delhi including
FAME (Faster Adoption
and Manufacturing of
Hybrid & Electric Vehicles)
and state subsidy, the com-
pany statement said here

while, the top end variant
TVS iQube ST's price and
booking would be an-
nounced later. TVS iQube
series would be available in
three variants, 11 colours

and three charging op-
tions, the company said.
TVS iQube and iQube S
bookings are available on
the website and also at
company dealerships in 33
cities. The top end variant
TVS iQube ST would be
available for pre-booking
and the company would an-
nounce the booking and de-

livery time soon, it said.
"The launch of the new
TVS iQube is a testament
to our commitment of of-
fering world-class EV tech-
nology with never-before
intelligent and person-
alised connected experi-
ence", TVS Motor
Company managing direc-
tor Sudarshan Venu said.

"TVS Motor has been in-
vesting in electric tech-
nologies for more than 10
years now and TVS
iQube has provided thou-
sands of our customers
with an unparalleled elec-
tric riding experience.

TVS Motor will continue to
scale new benchmarks in
connected mobility and EV
with our innovations and
advanced technology offer-
ings", he said. TVS Motor
senior vice president - fu-
ture mobility, Manu
Saxena said the new TVS
iQube series packs higher
range plus multiple charg-
ing options and comes with
class-leading display and
user interface options.

TVS Motor rolls out electric scooter
iQube equipped with host of features

New Delhi, May 18:  

The criticism that the
Reserve Bank of India was
behind the curve in hiking
interest rate to tame rising
inflation is unfair, former
RBI Governor D Subbarao
said on Wednesday and as-
serted that it is difficult for
any central bank to antici-
pate the future more accu-
rately.

Earlier this month,
Monetary Policy
Committee (MPC), the cen-
tral bank's rate-setting
panel, surprised the mar-
kets with a 40 basis points
hike in repo rate in an off-
cycle policy meeting. It
was also the first rate hike
after August 2018, amid
spiralling inflation.
Subbarao further said

given that monetary policy
acts with a lag, this rate
hike, by itself, is unlikely
to bring inflation down in
a hurry. "I saw that the
hurried action to tighten
monetary conditions
through an off-cycle MPC
meeting raised several
questions," he told PTI in
an interview.

Subbarao was respond-
ing to a question why RBI

did not raise interest rate
much earlier despite ris-
ing inflation. "Was the RBI
sleeping at the wheel even
as inflation was soaring?
Did it go overboard in pri-
oritizing growth over in-
flation? Won't the delayed
action cost heavily in
macroeconomic terms?
Will this scrambling hurt
RBI's credibility?

"I believe that this criti-
cism is unfair," he said.
Retail inflation surged to
an eight-year high of 7.79
per cent in April this year
while inflation galloped
for the seventh straight
month. RBI has been man-
dated by the government
to ensure that inflation re-
mains at 4 per cent with a
margin   2 per cent on ei-
ther side.

RBI’s criticism for ‘delayed’ rate
hike unfair, says D Subbarao

New Delhi, May 18: 

The finance ministry
will clarify doubts on the
applicability of new TDS
provision regarding bene-
fits or perquisites re-
ceived in a business or
profession, a senior tax of-
ficial said on Wednesday.
Joint Secretary in the fi-
nance ministry Kamlesh
C Varshney said that such
benefits and perquisites
are income and were al-
ways taxable whether re-
ceived in cash or kind.

The Budget 2022-23
brought in the provision
of tax deducted at source
(TDS) on such income to
check tax revenue leak-

age. The Budget brought
in a new section, 194R in
the I-T Act which re-
quires deduction of tax at
source at the rate of 10
per cent, by any person,
providing any benefit or
perquisite, exceeding Rs
20,000 in a year to a resi-
dent, arising from the
business or profession of
such resident. The new
provision comes into ef-
fect from July 1.

FinMin to clarify doubts
on applicability of TDS

̈ On perks received
in biz, profession Mumbai, May 18: 

Reserve Bank Governor
Shaktikanta Das has
asked banks to remain
watchful of the ongoing
geopolitical developments
and proactively take miti-
gating measures, includ-
ing raising capital, to min-
imise the potential impact
on their balance sheets.
The governor along with
other RBI officials held
meetings with MD and
CEOs of select public and
sector banks on
Wednesday and the day be-
fore, the Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) said in a state-
ment. In his introductory
remarks, Das noted the
"key role" played by the
banks in supporting the

economy throughout the
pandemic. Further, he said
the banking sector has re-
mained resilient and has
continued to improve de-
spite facing various head-
winds. "He advised the
banks to remain watchful
of the recent geopolitical
developments and take
mitigating measures
proactively, including rais-
ing of capital for ensuring
that the potential impact
on their balance sheets are
minimised," RBI said.

RBI Guv asks banks to take
mitigating steps to minimise

impact on balance sheets

NEW LAUNCH

Benelli India Managing Director Vikas Jhabakh poses with Keeway K-Light 250V 
motorcycle during its launch, in Mumbai.

Mumbai, May 18:  

The average headline in-
flation is set to accelerate
to a nine-year high at 6.9
per cent in FY23, and the
Reserve Bank may go for
more rate hikes during the
fiscal, a domestic ratings
agency said on Wednesday.
The RBI will hike rates by
another 75 basis points
and possibly up to 125
basis points (1.25 percent-
age point) as well if the
turn of events and data
are very adverse, India
Ratings and Research said
in a note.

"The first rate increase
by the RBI could be of the
order of 0.50 per cent in
the June 2022 policy and
another 0.25 per cent in
the October 2022 policy,"
the agency said, adding
that the cash reserve ratio
could also be hiked by an-

other 0.50 per cent to 5 per
cent by the end of the fis-
cal.

In a surprise move, the
RBI on May 4 hiked the
repo rate at which it lends
to the system by 0.40 per-
centage point, and also
the CRR or the percent-
age of deposits banks
have to park with the cen-
tral bank by 0.50 percent-
age point in an off-sched-
ule meeting as it saw
threats to the inflation
target. The Consumer
Price Inflation (CPI) came
at 7.8 per cent for April,
making it another month

where the RBI's upper tol-
erance band of 6 per cent
was missed. All the ana-
lysts are sure about more
such hikes being in the
offing and some dent to
growth has a result of the
same.

Retail inflation will in-
crease till September 2022
and start declining gradu-
ally thereafter, it said,
adding that it is expected
to remain in excess of 6
per cent for four consecu-
tive quarters starting
fourth quarter of FY22
till third quarter of FY23.

It can be noted that
under its pact with the
government, the RBI is
mandated to contain infla-
tion inside 6 per cent and
the number breaching for
three consecutive quarters
will lead the central bank
to formally explain the
reasons for the same.

Inflation set to avg to 9-year high at 6.9 pc
in FY23: India Ratings and Research

Mumbai, May 18: 

At its flagship annual
summit Amazon Smbhav,
Amazon India announced
the launch of Smart
Commerce – a new initia-
tive to transform local
stores into Digital Dukaans,
and accelerate its pledge to
digitize 1 crore small busi-
nesses by 2025. Over 1.5
lakh neighborhood stores
are already selling online
using Amazon.in. With
Smart Commerce, stores
can now go further and dig-
itize their offline opera-
tions, provide enhanced in-
store shopping experience
to their walk-in customers,
and create their own online
storefronts to serve cus-
tomers directly. Stores of
any size can now take ad-
vantage of best of

Amazon’s shopping innova-
tions, logistics, digital pay-
ments and more to provide
a reliable and trustworthy
experience to their cus-
tomers no matter where
they are -- in their physical
store, directly through their
own online storefront, or on
Amazon.in. In the coming
weeks, Smart Commerce
will release its first set of
solutions to help local
stores digitize billing and
inventory management,
and deliver an enhanced in-
store experience to their
customers. This will be fol-
lowed by the launch of ca-
pabilities enabling them to
create their own online
storefront within minutes,
and serve their customers
through a simple voice and
chat-based shopping experi-
ence.

New Delhi, May 18:  

Inflows in the mutual
fund industry through sys-
tematic investment plans
or SIPs reached over Rs
1.24 lakh crore in the fi-
nancial year 2021-22, a
jump of 30 per cent from
the preceding fiscal, sug-
gesting growing populari-
ty of the route among re-
tail investors to generate
long term wealth. In com-
parison, an inflow of Rs
96,080 crore through the
route was registered in
2020-21, data with the
Association of Mutual
Funds in India (AMFI)
showed.

Moreover, mutual fund
SIP contribution has seen
over two-fold rise during
the five years. It was at Rs
43,921 crore during 2016-17.
Additionally, SIP book has

also grown consistently
from Rs 9,182 crore in
March 2021 to an all time
high of Rs 12,328 crore in
March 2022, which is a
growth of around 34 per
cent. The increasing SIP
book is indicative of in-
creasing investors' inter-
est towards equity funds
as a better medium to in-
vest in equity markets,
Himanshu Srivastava,
Associate Director
Manager Research,
Morningstar India, said.
Further, SIPs' assets under
management (AUM)
climbed to Rs 5.76 lakh
crore at the end of March
this year from Rs 4.28 lakh
crore in March-end 2021.
Over the past five years,
SIP AUM has grown 30 per
cent annually, twice as fast
as the growth in the over-
all mutual fund industry's

assets base. Currently, mu-
tual funds have about 5.39
crore SIP accounts
through which investors
regularly invest in mutual
fund schemes. Industry ex-
perts believe that stag-
gered investment ap-
proach (via SIP or STP) in
equity markets seems the
ultimate solution to ride
the wave of uncertainty as
corrections would bring
down the average cost of
total investments or in
case the bull run contin-
ues, investor would not
lose out on opportunity
cost. SIP is an investment
methodology offered by
mutual funds wherein an
individual saver can invest
a fixed amount in a chosen
scheme periodically at
fixed intervals -- say once a
month, instead of making
a lump sum investment.

Amazon launches Smart
Commerce to transform local

stores into digital dukaans

Investors bet big on SIP; inflows climb
30% to Rs 1.24 lakh cr in FY22: AMFI

New Delhi, May 18:  

The panel of ministers
tasked to review the GST
levy on casinos, race
courses and online gam-
ing has finalised its report,
which will be taken up in
the upcoming GST
Council meeting. The
Group of Ministers,
chaired by Meghalaya
chief minister Conrad
Sangma, had in its previ-
ous meeting earlier this
month unanimously de-
cided on hiking the tax
rate on these services to 28
per cent. The GoM met
again on Wednesday and
finalised the method of
valuing these services for
the purpose of levying this
tax. "The Group of
Ministers (GoM) on casi-
nos, race courses & online

gaming has come to a con-
sensus. The report of our
submissions will be hand-
ed over to Hon'ble FM,
Smti. @nsitharaman Ji in
a day or two & the matter
will be presented in the
next @GST_Council
Meeting," Sangma tweet-
ed. At present, services of
casinos, horse racing and
online gaming attract 18
per cent GST. The govern-
ment had in May last year
set up a panel of state min-
isters for better valuation
of services of casinos, on-
line gaming portal and
race courses for levying
Goods and Services Tax
(GST).

GoM finalises report on GST on casinos,
race course, online gaming

̈ 28 per cent tax 
to be levied

New Delhi, May 18: 

Union Minister Piyush Goyal held
a meeting with stakeholders
from the cotton value chain to
discuss the unprecedented price
rise witnessed in cotton and yarn
prices in the current season, the
Textiles Ministry said on
Wednesday. Goyal asked the
stakeholders to resolve the price
rise issue with collaboration
without pushing the government
to intervene which, the minister
warned, would have a long-term
impact on cotton value chain, the
ministry said in a release. During
a meeting with stakeholders
from the cotton value chain on
Tuesday, the textiles minister
"gave a clear and loud message
to all stakeholders to resolve cot-
ton and yarn price issue, in the
spirit of collaboration rather than
competition and super profiteer-
ing, without pushing government
to intervene as it may have long
term impact on cotton value

chain", it said.

Goyal tells 
stakeholders to
resolve cotton

price issue

A
ctor Akhil
Akkineni will ap-
pear in the action-

thriller 'Agent' which is
being directed by
Surender Reddy. To put an
end to the rumours sur-
rounding the movie, the
makers have come up with
an update.

"'Agent' schedule start-
ing in Manali. A teaser up-
date will be provided
shortly. For updates, only
follow verified Twitter
handles. Please disregard

all rumours," tweeted
Anil Sunkara, the
movie's producer.

Rumours have been cir-
culating for the past few
days that 'Agent' will not
be released on August 12,
as planned earlier. The
makers, who are confident
that the movie is currently
going as per the schedule,
are sure that they can
manage to release the
movie on time as prom-
ised.

Sakshi Vaidya, a new-
comer, will play the lead-
ing lady opposite Akhil in
the spy thriller. 'Agent' also
has Malayalam superstar
Mammootty, who will be
seen in a key role.

Kajal Pisal
speaks out

against
Homophobia

Mumbai: On
International Day
A g a i n s t
H o m o p h o b i a ,
Transphobia and
Biphobia, 'Sirf Tum' actress
Kajal Pisal said everyone has
the right to live a life they wish
to and feel beautiful.

The International Day Against
Homophobia, Transphobia, and
Biphobia exists to raise awareness of
the realities of the LGBTQ+ commu-
nity's lives and to help erase these pho-
bias through understanding.

She says: "While there has been a
growing movement among the LGBTQ+
community to be heard, to be legit-
imized, and to be accepted as the diverse
and wonderful human beings they are,
there is nothing new about their struggle.
It is our responsibility to welcome and ac-
cept every human heart without discrimi-
nation. I feel that the struggle isn't just
about being straight or gay or transgender
as it's a human struggle. Everyone has the
right to live the way they wish to and feel
beautiful."

The actress is also known for featuring
in shows like 'Bade Achhe Lagte Hain',
'Saath Nibhaana Saathiya' and 'Naagin 5',
among others urges to help individuals
to feel protective about their gender.

She adds: "As a member of the socie-
ty it is all our duty to help individuals
to feel nothing taboo about their gen-
der and be proud about themselves.
As the third gender are equally nat-
ural like male and female. I re-
quest if you have a member of
your family who's a member of
this community you must try
to reach out to them and let
them know that you're
there to support them

and that you can be a
safe place for
them."

ACROSS

1. Amtrak depots (abbr.)

5. Glasgow native

9. Graven images

14. ____ Ness

15. Curved doorway

16. Musical show

17. Cease-fire

19. Separated

20. Severe

21. Belch

23. Bullring shouts

24. Actor Charlton ____

26. Paper quantities

28. Comedian ____ Hope

30. Female Japanese entertainer

34. Like summertime tea

38. Fun and games

41. Fray

43. Sock tip

44. Famous

45. Impossible to prevent

48. Cincinnati baseballers

49. Bun seed

50. Hankering

52. Mexican sauce

55. Caught

60. Fine spray

63. Volcanic emission

65. Smell

66. Open a bottle

68. Electricity source

70. Iowa or Ohio

71. Fine ____

72. Counterpart

73. Copier's need

74. Dance move

75. Implored

DOWN

1. Cut

2. Pastry

3. Summits

4. Blouse

5. Posed

6. Nursery item

7. Take place

8. Not here

9. George Gershwin's brother

10. Bank patron

11. Face shape

12. Attract

13. Gels

18. Uppity person

22. Book part

25. Likewise not

27. Unkind

29. Greek consonant

31. Building area
32. Weeded
33. No ifs, ____, or buts
34. Spring flower
35. Sugar source
36. December 24 and 31
37. Overwhelm
39. Corn core
40. Count (on)
42. Peruvian capital
46. Narrate
47. Yet, poetically
51. Approach
53. Legendary stories
54. Ward off
56. Bum
57. Sum
58. Overact
59. Ventured
60. Have to
61. Knowledgeable about
62. Glance at
64. Starting bet
67. Miles ____ hour
69. Clairvoyant's letters
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It might be hard to find the exact direction
you're looking for today, Aquarius. It could
be that there's a strong force urging you to
slow down and be more practical with your
energy. This may not be the advice you want
to hear, but it probably is the advice you
need to follow. Remember that the world
doesn't revolve around you, regardless of
how much you might like to think it does.

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

Just when you're feeling good and solid in
your plan, Pisces, something or someone
may step in to rain on your parade. You
could get the feeling today that you're tak-
ing one step forward and two steps back.
Perhaps there's a feeling of doubt creeping
into the picture. Try not to let these nagging,
restrictive energies hold you back. Be confi-
dent about your abilities.

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

Restriction might weigh heavily on you
today, Aries. Perhaps you're being
reminded that there are some important
details that you need to take care of.
Perhaps you need to adopt a more disci-
plined approach in your life. Is it time for
some restructuring? Don't be afraid of
change, and don't let feelings of respon-
sibility hold you down. 

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

Try not to worry too much today, Taurus.
Take care of details and work to get
things accomplished. Check things off
your list and you'll feel much better
about yourself and the direction you're
headed. Keep your eyes open and try not
to have tunnel vision on every issue. Give
people the benefit of the doubt instead
of the third degree. 

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

Aspects of your life that you've neglect-
ed lately might haunt you on a day like
today, Gemini. Make sure you're keep-
ing up with all your responsibilities.
Things may come to a dramatic climax
at this time, and you could find yourself
at an important crossroads. Nervous
energy could cause you to run around
frantically in search of the right path.

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

You might find it easier to connect with oth-
ers at this time, Cancer. It would behoove
you to reconnect with friends or family
members you may have lost touch with.
Their energy can bring an entirely different
perspective to your life, which could sur-
prise you with its richness. The aspects are
also good for meeting new people. 

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

You will find that disciplined actions
are the best way to go about your day
today, Leo. Stay focused on your path.
You can accomplish many tasks at the
same time if you play your cards right.
Try not to get bogged down with
details. People might cause you to
worry too much. Don't let their energy
get in the way of your progress.

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Decisions will be even more difficult to
make than usual today, Virgo. On the one
hand, you may feel a need to stabilize,
while on the other hand find that your
energy is raging in a million different
directions as you want to seek new expe-
riences and social interactions with oth-
ers. Try to adopt a plan that combines
both of these energies. 

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

There's a solid grounding to the day that
might have you feeling less than ener-
getic about getting the ball rolling,
Libra. Don't be surprised if there's a
sense of restriction and duty weighing
you down. Times of rest and reflection
are very important in the natural cycle.
Don't think that you always need to be
on the go in order to make progress. 

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

Things will go more and more in your
favor over the next four weeks, Scorpio,
although today you might find that
they're slow to get moving. It could be
that there is a bit of stress on your body
and that you aren't feeling very motivated
to get up and go. Don't worry about it.
This feeling will soon pass and you'll feel
like your old self in no time.

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

Discipline and a sense of duty have been
major themes for you lately, Sagittarius.
It might seem like someone has put the
brakes on a current plan of yours. Try not
to see this as negative. In reality, this is an
important time for you to slow down and
plan. Be aware of the passage of time and
consider using this period to organize
your scattered energy. 

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

Your ego and physical vitality should experi-
ence a boost today, Capricorn. Try to hone in
on the solid, grounding energy that's encour-
aging you to come to terms with your emo-
tions. Be aware of the fact that your often
gloomy attitude may be starting to weigh
heavily on the ones you love. Be careful that
you aren't hurting someone just because you
know that they'll forgive you.

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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I
t was Kolkata-based acclaimed fash-
ion designer Sabyasachi Mukherjee's
Bengal Tiger sari that Deepika

Padukone dazzled in as she walked the
red carpet on the opening night of the
Cannes Film Festival on Tuesday.

The sari, which the actress and
Cannes jury member paired with a
black strapless blouse, stood out be-
cause of its golden and black stripes,
inspired by the big cat after which
the collection is named. Earlier dur-
ing the day, she had appeared for the
jury photocall also in a Sabyasachi
ensemble of lime green pants and
jaunty shirt. As was to be expected,
the ecstatic designer took to his
Instagram handle to announce this
fact to the world and say that the
sari was a part of his Akash Tara
collection, which celebrates her-
itage Indian crafts and techniques
seen through a modern lens.

"The blocks have been block
printed and hand embroidered by
some of India's finest craftspeople
at the Sabyasachi atelier," the de-
signer announced. Deepika paired
the sari with a bejewelled head-
band from Sabyasachi Jewellery's
Royal Bengal collection. "The
headband," the designer ex-
plained, "pays homage to the tradi-
tional Indian 'matha patti' head-
piece with Art Noveau detailing,
while the chandelier earrings
updates a classic with an Art
Noveau gaze." The actress
rounded off her retro look
with bold and black eyeliner,
black manicure, nude lips
and a hair bun. The post be-
gins with a telling quote

from Sabyasachi: "The
sari is a story I will
never stop telling. No
matter where we are

in the world, it has its
place."

Deepika walks Cannes 
red carpet in Sabyasachi 

sari inspired by 
Royal Bengal tiger 

T
he biggest chapter on the show
unfolds as we introduce Baal
Parvati as Katyayni. The role

would be essayed by Trisha Ashish
Sarda starting May 31 onwards. To be
with her beloved Shiv forever, Parvati
would re-incarnate as a child called
Katyayni who was born to Rishi
Katyaan, as a reward for his devotion to
goddess Parvati. Sharing her excite-
ment about making her television debut
as Devi Katyayani in &TV’s Baal Shiv,
Trisha Ashish Sarda says, "I am thrilled
and feel lucky to be a part of Baal Shiv. I
have been a fan of the show and Devi
Parvati. So, when I was selected for the
role, it made me very happy. I admire
Devi’s look and now I will get to look
like one. I am very excited. I have been
telling all my friends about it.”

Talking about Devi Katyayani, Shivya
Pathania aka Devi Parvati in &TV’s
Baal Shiv says, “Devi Katyayani is one
of the strongest incarnations of
Goddess Durga who destroyed

Mahishasura by riding on a lion given
by goddess Parvati." Starting May 31,
watch ‘Trisha Ashish Sarda as Devi
Katyayani’ in &TV’s Baal Shiv, airing
every Monday to Friday at 8:00 pm!

&TV’s Baal Shiv introduces ‘Devi Katyayani’ 

Makers of Akhil’s
‘Agent’ clarify

release on schedule Mika Singh’s Wedding song
of the year, for his show

‘Swayamvar – Mika Di Vohti’
on Star Bharat, is finally out
and we are blessed to witness
unparalleled beauty of brides
from Kashmir to Kanyakumari.
The video features Mika
Singh’s brides – to – be from
different regions of India and
in their traditional wedding
outfits. Their absolutely gor-
geous attire shows off their
beauty and their traditional
looks perfectly define the
brides – to – be. Mika Singh
composed and wrote the song,
listing all the things he wishes
for in his future wife. 
The Wedding anthem video is
a stunning collection of all the
brides – to – be, up for com-
peting to become Mika Singh’s
‘Vohti’. Their visuals which
feature bridalwear from
Kashmir to Kanyakumari
might very well be a represen-
tation of their individual per-
sonalities and heritage.  We
are delighted to be able to
witness such a unique intro-
duction of Mika Singh’s brides

– to – be and wish them all the
luck in winning over Mika’s
heart! This glimpse into the
Star Bharat show ‘Swayamvar
– Mika Di Vohti’ has given us
all a great wedding anthem
and a grand start towards the
launch of the show. Will the
beauties featured in the video

create a special place in Mika
Singh’s heart? Will they be
competing peacefully or
fiercely? 
Stay tuned as the wait will be
over with the launch of the
show ‘Swayamvar – Mika Di
Vohti’ on 19th of June, only on
Star Bharat!

‘Swayamvar – Mika Di Vohti’ features
brides from all over India         
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Mumbai, May 18 (PTI):

Runaway leaders
Gujarat Titans would look
to continue their winning
momentum ahead of the

play-offs while Royal
Challengers Bangalore
need a big victory to keep
their last-four stage hopes
alive when the two teams
face each other in their

final IPL league match
here on Thursday.

Newcomers GT have so
far had a dream opening
season as they are already
assured of a top spot in the

standings with 20 points
from 13 games.

RCB, on the other hand,
have had a mixed bag this
season, registering seven
wins and six losses to oc-

cupy the fifth spot with 14
points from 13 matches.

But what could hurt
RCB is their net run rate of
-0.323. A win against GT
would move them to 16
points but that might not
be enough as they also
need a few favourable re-
sults going their way.

Delhi Capitals, who are
currently at fourth spot,
can also secure 16 points if
they beat Mumbai Indians
in their last match and
they have a much better
net run rate than RCB at
+0.255.

With back-to-back wins,
RCB had the momentum
going their way but that
fizzled out after a big 54-
run loss to Punjab Kings
in their last match.

RCB, however, would be
concerned over the form
of Josh Hazzlewood and
Mohammed Siraj as they
leaked runs against
Punjab.

But du Plessis would be
hoping for one complete
performance from his side
to keep RCB in the hunt.

GT, on the other hand,
are the side to beat in this
IPL. Even if they lose on
Thursday, the Hardik
Pandya-led side will finish
at the top, which means it
will get two chances to
reach the final.

RCB eye big win over GT
to stay in play-off race

New Delhi, May 18 (PTI):

Indian boxer Nikhat
Zareen breezed into the
World Boxing
Championships final with
a dominating victory over
Brazil's Caroline De
Almeida in Istanbul, on
Wednesday.

Zareen, who is a former
junior world champion,
stayed calm and complete-
ly dominated her rival for
a 5-0 win by unanimous de-

cision in the last-four bout
of the 52kg competition.

Six-time champion MC
Mary Kom, Sarita Devi,
Jenny RL and Lekha C are
the only Indian women
boxers who have won
world title and now
Hyderabad based Zareen
has the opportunity to join
the elite list.

India's best perform-
ance in the event came in
2006 when the country
snared eight medals, in-

cluding four gold, one sil-
ver and three bronze.

In the last edition, four
Indian boxers returned
home with medals Manju
Rani clinched the silver,
while Mary Kom bagged
an unparalleled eighth
world medal in the form of
a bronze.

Later in the day,
Manisha Moun (57kg) and
Parveen Hooda (63kg) will
compete in their respec-
tive semifinals.

Bangkok, May 18 (PTI):

Fresh from playing a
major role in India's his-
toric Thomas Cup tri-
umph, ace shuttler
Kidambi Srikanth ad-
vanced to the men's sin-
gles second round, even as
Olympic medallist Saina
Nehwal failed to clear the
first hurdle at the
Thailand Open here on
Wednesday.

Srikanth, seeded eighth
in the BWF Super 500 tour-
nament, won his first
round match against Brice
Leverdez of France 18-21

21-10 21-16 in 49 minutes.
He next faces qualifier

Nhat Nguyen of Ireland,
who defeated Hans-
Kristian Solberg
Vittinghus of Denmark 21-
12 23-21 in the first round.

The Indian men's team,
led by Srikanth, had beat-
en 14-time champions
Indonesia in the final to
win the country's maiden
Thomas Cup title on
Sunday.

London Olympic bronze
medallist Saina battled
hard for 50 minutes before
losing 21-11 15-21 17-21
against Korean Kim Ga

Eun in the women's sin-
gles first round. Indian
qualifier Ashmita Chaliha
lost to seventh seeded
Ratchanok Intanon of
Thaliand 10-21 15-21 in a
first round match that last-
ed 29 minutes.

Compatriot and another
qualifier, Aakarshi
Kashyap lost to Michelle
Li of Canada 13-21 18-21 to
bow out of the tourna-
ment in the first round.

Malvika Bansod battled
her way into the second
round with a fighting 17-21
21-15 21-11 win over
Ukraine's Maria Ultina.

Srikanth enters second
round of Thailand Open

Boxer Nikhat Zareen storms
into World C’ship final

London, May 18 (AP):

Veteran fast bowlers
James Anderson and
Stuart Broad were recalled
to the England Test squad
on Wednesday under new
captain Ben Stokes.

Anderson and Broad
were dropped for the tour
of the West Indies earlier
this year, which followed a
stinging 4-0 Ashes loss in
Australia.

But the 39-year-old
Anderson and 35-year-old
Broad will return for the
three-test series against
New Zealand next month
as England begins a new
era of leadership under
Stokes and new coach
Brendon McCullum, who
is a former New Zealand
international.

The first squad under
Stokes and McCullum con-
tains two new faces in
Yorkshire batter Harry
Brook and Durham seam
bowler Matthew Potts,
who were called up for the
first time. Joe Root was se-
lected after giving up the
Test captaincy after the se-
ries loss in the West

Indies. English cricket has
endured a turbulent few
months with Root, coach
Chris Silverwood, the di-
rector of cricket and, most
recently, the CEO, all step-
ping down, while the team
sits at the bottom of the
world test championship
standings after losing its
last four series and nine
out of 14 Tests in that run.

The first step in
England's "red-ball reset"
comes against reigning
Test champion New

Zealand, with the series-
opener at Lord's starting
on June 2. "This is the
start of a new era for our
test team under the stew-
ardship of Ben (Stokes)
and Brendon
(McCullum)," said Rob
Key, the new managing di-
rector for England men's
cricket. "With a blend of
youth and experience, we
have selected an exciting
squad that can compete
with New Zealand in next
month's Test series."

Anderson and Broad return to
England Test squad under Stokes

Mumbai, May 18 (PTI):

Former Sri Lankan pacer
Chaminda Vaas reckons
rookie speedster Umran
Malik, who has thrilled
everyone with his pace in
the IPL, will become a
"great bowler" for India.

Playing for the Sunrisers
Hyderabad in IPL-15, the
fast bowler from Jammu
has been impressive with
his pace and consistently
clocked above 150 kmph in
the speed gun.

He has so far taken 21
wickets, with best figures of
5/25 and is the fourth high-
est wicket-taker in the tour-
nament. "I think he
(Umran) is getting better
day by day and I saw him
playing in the last IPL as
well. He is bowling consis-
tently and accuracy is im-
portant when it comes to
T20. And he will be a great
bowler for India. He will be
there with (Jasprit)
Bumrah, I guess if India
gives him a chance. He will
go a long way," Vaas told re-
porters here. The ex-left-
arm seamer, who has 355
wickets in 111 Tests, is in
the city to coach children of

the 'Mumbai Cricket Club'
led by coach Jwala Singh.

This IPL has also seen the
emergence of young pacers
like Mukesh Choudhary,
Arshdeep Singh, Umran,
Avesh Khan, Mohsin Khan
and the 48-year-old attrib-
uted it to good first-class
structure in India.

"India has a good first-
class structure and most of
the first-class clubs are pro-
ducing a lot of (good) crick-
eters and India cricket has a
plan going forward. So that
is why they are able to pro-
duce so many fast bowlers,
cricketers," he said.

Umran will be a great
bowler for India: Vaas

Gwangju, May 18 (PTI):

The Indian men's com-
pound archery team pro-
duced stunning perform-
ances to shock world no.1
USA and powerhouse South
Korea in the quarterfinals
and semifinals respectively,
and assure itself a silver
medal at the World Cup
Stage 2 here on Wednesday.

Abhishek Verma, Aman
Saini and Rajat Chauhan
rose above expectations to
shock USA 234-228 in the
quarterfinals before getting
the better of South Korea in
the shoot-off to seal their
place in the title clash,
where they will take on
world no.4 France.

Later, the women's com-
pound team of Avneet
Kaur, Muskan Kirar and
Priya Gurjar suffered a two-
point defeat against South
Korea in the semifinals but
managed to claim a bronze,
defeating Turkey 232-231.

The biggest shocker
came earlier in the day in
the men's compound team

event when the Indian trio
of Abhishek, Aman and
Rajat defeated USA in a
one-sided quarterfinal.

Continuing their giant-
killing run, the Indians
then bounced back from a
two-point deficit at the
halfway mark to oust the
Korean trio of Kim Jongho,
Choi Yonghee and Yang
Jaewon in a shoot-off 233-
233 (29-26) to advance into
the final. Having started off

with a one-point lead (59-58)
in the semifinals, the
Indians found the going
tough and lost the next two
ends to trail 174-176. In the
fourth end, they edged out
the Koreans 59-57 to level
the scores at 233-233.

In the shoot-off, the top-
seeded Koreans crumbled
under pressure, shooting
one in the outer red circle
(7) as the Indians shot two
Xs (closest to the centre) to

confirm at least a silver.
India had begun their

campaign with a 235-229
win over Italy in the round
of 16 in the men's com-
pound section.

In the women's com-
pound team event, the
Indians, who got a bye into
the quarterfinals, started
off defeating Chinese
Taipei 228-226.

But in the semifinal, they
lost to Korea 228-230.

Compound men archers assure of silver,
women bag bronze in WC Stage 2

Geneva, May 18 (AP):

Second-ranked Daniil
Medvedev lost his come-
back match after a six-
week injury layoff, beaten
6-2, 7-6 (5) by Richard
Gasquet in the second
round at the Geneva
Open.

Medvedev, who under-
went hernia surgery last
month, cautioned Sunday
he was often a slow starter
on clay courts. So it
proved in his first match
on the surface this season,

in the last tournament be-
fore the French Open.
Medvedev double-faulted
for the seventh time on
Gasquet's first match
point, as the Frenchman
ended a 36-match losing
streak against opponents
ranked No. 1 or 2 after
beating Roger Federer 17
years ago at Monte Carlo.

It's tough. I don't play
my best tennis on clay
courts," Medvedev said on
Tuesday.

"I kind of need to be in
the zone, which I was not
today.

Unlike Medvedev,
Gasquet has won titles on
clay in his career and the
35-year-old Frenchman
frustrated his top-seeded
Russian opponent in an
assured first set.

Medvedev had three
double-faults when his
serve was broken to open
the second set, and he
broke a racket on the
court in the next game. He
leveled at 3-3 and clinched
the next game at love with
a second-service ace.

Medvedev loses to Gasquet in
Geneva in return from injury

New York, May 18 (PTI):

Cricket legend Kapil Dev feels
the day Indian parents start
giving more emphasis on
sports, the country will pro-
duce more champions across
disciplines.
Kapil said the mentality of
Indian parents towards sports
has changed drastically over
the years, but more needs to
be done.
Kapil made the remarks close
on the heels of the Indian men
badminton team's historic
Thomas Cup triumph on
Sunday. "I feel (it's) the par-
ents, not the kids. We produce
more doctors, scientists, engi-
neers in our country because
parents want them to. The day
parents want their kid to
become a sportsperson, we
will produce all champions,"
Kapil said here on Tuesday.
He was responding to a ques-
tion by PTI on what changes
he has witnessed in Indian
sports over the years that is
propelling the country's
sportspersons to excel on the

international arena.
Kapil was the guest of honour
at a special event hosted by the
Consulate General of India in
New York as part of the 'Azadi
ka Amrit Mahotsav' celebra-
tions to commemorate India's
75 years of independence. The
event was attended by mem-
bers of the Indian diaspora and
cricketing fans.
Kapil, considered one of the
greatest all-rounders of all time,
cited an example in this regard,
saying if his daughter had to
appear for 10th grade examina-
tion and simultaneously play for
junior India, he would tell her to
"go and study".

India will produce champions
the day parents give more
emphasis on sports: Kapil

Morbi (Guj), May 18 (PTI): 

At least 12 labourers
were killed when a wall
collapsed at a salt packag-
ing factory in Gujarat's
Morbi district on
Wednesday, officials said.

The incident took
place at Sagar Salt facto-
ry situated inside the
Halvad industrial area,
said state Labour and
Employment Minister
and local MLA Brijesh
Merja.

"At least 12 workers
have died due to the wall
collapse. Efforts to res-
cue others who might
have been trapped under
the debris are still on,"
Merja said.

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi ex-
pressed grief over the
tragedy and announced a
compensation of Rs 2
lakh each for the kin of
the deceased.

"The tragedy in Morbi
caused by a wall collapse
is heart-rending. In this
hour of grief, my
thoughts are with the be-
reaved families. May the
injured recover soon.
Local authorities are
providing all possible as-
sistance to the affected,"
Modi tweeted.

The PMO also in-
formed on Twitter that a
compensation of Rs 2
lakh each will be given to
the next of kin of the de-

ceased from the Prime
Minister's National
Relief Fund. The injured
would be given Rs 50,000
each, it added. Union
Home Minister Amit
Shah also took to Twitter
to express grief over the
tragedy.

He spoke to Gujarat
Chief Minister
Bhupendra Patel over
phone about the ongoing
rescue work, he said.

Chief minister Patel
announced a compensa-
tion of Rs 4 lakh each for
the kin of the victims
and gave instructions to
the district administra-
tion about the rescue and
relief work, said a state-
ment by his office.

12 labourers killed in wall 
collapse at factory

Compensation
announced

The PMO informed on
Twitter that a compensation of
Rs 2 lakh each will be given to
the next of kin of the deceased
from the Prime Minister's
National Relief Fund. The in-
jured would be given Rs 50,000
each, it added. Union Home
Minister Amit Shah also took to
Twitter to express grief over
the tragedy. Chief minister
Patel announced a compensa-
tion of Rs 4 lakh each for the
kin of the victims and gave in-
structions to the district admin-
istration about the rescue and
relief work, said a statement by
his office.

Two Nagpur kids win
Oxford’s global read contest

New Delhi, May 18 (PTI): 

Two school students
from Nagpur have been
named winners of the
Oxford Big Read Global
Competition 2021.

Kavya Raj Agarwal
from Centre Point School
in Nagpur's Wardhaman
Nagar and Tanisha Gupta
of the same school in
Amravati Road Bypass
were among the 149 stu-
dents who took part from
India.

In the competition, pri-
mary and secondary
school students are re-
quired to read Oxford
University Press (OUP)
supplementary readers
and do different age-wise
activities based on the
levels they belong to.

In the 2021 contest, par-
ticipants at the global
level were from India,
Pakistan, South-east
Asia, Hong Kong and
mainland China,
Vietnam and Turkey. The
prizes included OUP
books, 100 pounds and
Apple iPad.

The contest is aimed at
encouraging young chil-
dren to enrich their lives
by embarking on a life-
long journey as avid read-
ers.

This year too, the com-
petition will be open to all
students from classes 1-9
with June 15 being the
last date to submit school
entries. The national win-
ners will be announced
on July 20 and the global
winners on September 15.

UP govt not to give grant
to any new madrassa

Lucknow, May 18 (PTI): 

No new madrassa will
be given a grant by the
Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment, the state cabinet
has decided. UP minister
of state for minority wel-
fare Danish Azad Ansari
told PTI on Wednesday
that the decision was
taken at the state cabinet
meeting chaired by Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath
a day earlier.

The minister said that
the madrassas currently
receiving government
grants will continue to get
it, but no new beneficiary
will be included in the list.
The decision came days
after the singing of the na-
tional anthem was made
compulsory at all madras-

sas in the BJP-ruled state.
Asked about the reason

behind this decision,
Ansari said that at pres-
ent 560 madrassas are get-
ting government grants
in the state. "It is a big
number. The focus of the
government is on provid-
ing quality education in
madrassas. That is why
now no new madrassa
will be included in this
list," the minister said.

On whether the restric-
tion could be lifted in the
future, the minister said,
"This is what is now.
What will happen later
will be seen later." There
are a total of 16,461
madrassas in the state,
out of which 560 are re-
ceiving government
grants.

Kolkata, May 18 (PTI): 

Police on Wednesday
used water cannons and
baton-charged activists of
the Akhil Bharatiya
Vidyarthi Parishad, who
tried to force their way
past the security cordon
near Bikash Bhavan here
in protest against alleged
irregularities in appoint-
ments to various posts of
the education department.

An officer of the
Bidhannagar Police
Commissionerate said
around 100 ABVP mem-
bers turned violent when
they were stopped near
Bikash Bhavan - the head-
quarters of the depart-
ment - prompting security

personnel to baton-charge
and deploy water can-
nons.

ABVP national secre-
tary Saptarshi Sarkar said
"four of our activists were

arrested while at least six
others suffered injuries in
the police action.

Sarkar said the ABVP
members wanted to sub-
mit a memorandum to the

higher education authori-
ties against the alleged ir-
regularities in appoint-
ments. The lathi-charge
by police was unprovoked,
he claimed.

Thiruvananthapuram, May 18 (PTI): 

The Left government in
Kerala on Wednesday
gave nod to purchase a
fleet of 700 compressed
natural gas (CNG) buses
to support the "cash-
strapped" Kerala State
Road Transport
Corporation (KSRTC)
when it is reeling under
an "acute financial cri-
sis."

A Cabinet meeting,
chaired by Chief
Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan, accorded sanc-
tion for the environment-
friendly buses for the
KSRTC-SWIFT at an ex-
pense of Rs 455 crore by
getting a loan from the
Kerala Infrastructure
Investment Board
(KIIFB) at an interest rate
of 4 per cent.

KSRTC-SWIFT is a new
entity formed by the

Corporation to run long-
distance bus service.

State Transport
Minister Antony Raju
said the new buses are
being bought as part of
the restructuring drive of
the KSRTC to reduce loss-
es and increase revenue.

It was for the first time
after 2017 that the
Corporation had pur-
chased 116 buses recently
for the the KSRTC-
SWIFT, he said.

The Minister expressed
hope that with the launch
of the 700 new buses, the
public transport facility
would be improved and
the Corporation's rev-
enue would register a re-
markable growth.

"With the arrival of the
new buses, the ratio of
the buses to the staff and
fuel cost will also be re-
duced remarkably," Raju
added.

At present, only one
CNG bus is operated on
an experimenal basis
under KSRTC in the
southern State, official
sources said.

The Pinarayi Vijayan
government granted per-
mission to purchase the
new CNG buses when the
KSRTC is "struggling
hard" to disburse the
monthly salary and pen-
sion to hundreds of its
employees and the retired
staff.

A section of employees,
earlier this month, staged
a day-long strike support-
ed by the Opposition
trade unions, demanding
the monthly salary with-
out delay.

Meanwhile, the
Cabinet decided to consti-
tute monitoring commit-
tees to oversee the effi-
cient, transparent and
timely implementation of

various developmental
schemes for the sched-
uled caste (SC) and sched-
uled tribe (ST) people in
the State.

The decision was taken
to set up the committees
on a constituency basis
under the aegis of dis-
trict SC development offi-
cer/assistant district ST
development officer.

MLAs of the respective
constituencies would be
the chairman and the SC
developmental officers
would be the conveners of
the panel, a CMO state-
ment said here.

The Cabinet decided
also to construct a house
for the rehabilitation of
surrendered Maoist
Lijesh alias Ramu, a na-
tive of Karnataka, in
Ernakulam district
under the State's Life
Mission project, the state-
ment added.

Chandigarh, May 18 (PTI): 

Protesting Punjab farm-
ers have agreed to end their
agitation following a meet-
ing with Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann here, offi-
cial sources said. A meet-
ing between Mann and sev-
eral farmer leaders took
place at Punjab Bhawan to
discuss their demands, in-
cluding a bonus on wheat
and beginning paddy sow-
ing from June 10, the
sources said.

The meeting lasted for
more than two-and-a-half
hours. A consensus has
been reached on several de-
mands of farmers, said a
farmer leader. Punjab
Rural Development
Minister Kuldeep Singh
Dhaliwal will share details

of the meeting at the
protest site, said another
farmer leader. Scores of
Punjab farmers had sat on
a protest near the
Chandigarh-Mohali border
on Tuesday after they were
stopped from heading to
the state capital to press the
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
government to meet their
various demands. They had
squatted and parked their
vehicles in the middle of
the road. They spent the
night on the Chandigarh-
Mohali road near YPS
chowk. Among their vari-
ous demands, farmers
wanted a Rs 500 bonus on
each quintal of wheat as its
yield has dropped and
shrivelled because of un-
precedented heatwave con-
ditions. They were also

against the Punjab govern-
ment's decision to allow
paddy sowing in a stag-
gered manner from June 18
to lessen the electricity bur-
den and conserve under-
ground water.

The protesters wanted
the government to allow
them to sow paddy from
June 10. They also wanted a
notification issued for the
minimum support price for
maize, moong and basmati.
The farmers were also de-
manding the government
to lower the charges on the
extension of electricity
load from Rs 4,800 to Rs
1,200, 10-12 hours of power
supply and release of out-
standing sugarcane pay-
ments. They were also
against the installation of
smart electricity meters.

Tamil sentiment ensured 
release of Rajiv case convicts

Chennai, May 18 (PTI):  

A G Perarivalan alias
Arivu is now a free man fol-
lowing a legal battle, and
that long fight provides
scope for throwback mo-
ments of Tamil sentiments
that propelled the struggle
and backed by most politi-
cal parties and successive
governments in Tamil
Nadu.

The clamour by pro-
Tamil outfits for the release
of Rajiv Gandhi assassina-
tion case convicts began
well over a decade and
their demand's undercur-
rent was that they were
Tamil people who had
championed the Tamil
cause and have undergone
punishment for decades.

"Ezhu Tamizhar
Viduthalai,' which means
'The release of 7 Tamils'

became a popular outcry
over a period of time in
Tamil Nadu. The demand
had the strong backing of
Dravidian majors, the
DMK and the AIADMK
and the Tamil Nadu
Congress, apparently in
view of the sentiments in-
volved was prompted to de-
clare in 2020 that if the
court announces the re-
lease of the 7 convicts it
was acceptable to it. The
Congress party had howev-
er said then that political
parties demanding their
release was completely un-
acceptable.

On top of all such fac-
tors, Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi, during his
election campaign last
year in Puducherry had
said he had forgiven those
responsible for his father
Rajiv Gandhi's killing.

The demand for their re-
lease was backed by almost
all other parties including
the Viduthalai
Chiruthaigal Katchi. May
17 Movement is among the
pro-Tamil outfits in Tamil
Nadu. The state unit of the
BJP though opposed to
their release, it became ap-
parent over the years that
the Saffron party too found
it a touchy subject and
tried its best to handle the
matter in a subtle fashion.

The Tamil sentiment in
the Rajiv case context
stems from the sufferings
of the Tamil people in Sri
Lanka, political commen-
tator M Bharat Kumar
said. "The Tamil national-
ists' argument is that the
case against Perarivalan
was fabricated and they
see those convicted in this
case as people who cham-

pioned the Tamil cause
and regard them as vic-
tims and hence a need to
fight for their cause," he
told PTI.

Since these convicts
have also suffered punish-
ment in the case, the de-
mand for their release
found acceptance with sev-
eral other sections of peo-
ple and their voices grew
stronger, he said. "When
this demand found accept-
ance and especially when it
is associated with Tamil
sentiments, the AIADMK
and DMK have no choice
but to back it," he said.

"Tamil nationalist sup-
porters also have pointed
out repeatedly that late
LTTE (now defunct) supre-
mo V Prabhakaran had
said in 2002 that the killing
of Rajiv Gandhi was a trag-
ic incident", Kumar added.
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A bulldozer being used to demolish buildings in the Patna Collectorate campus, Wednesday.

DEMOLITION DRIVE

Artists perform a street play for children, organised by Archaeological Survey of India on International Museum
Day, at the Taj Mahal complex, in Agra, Wednesday.

STREET PLAY 
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Farmers end protest after
meeting with CM Mann

Kerala Govt to buy 700 CNG buses
To support ailing KSRTC

Cops use water cannons to 
quell protesting ABVP activists 

Police use water cannon to disperse Akhil Bharatiya Vidyarthi Parishad (ABVP) activists during their protest march
towards Bikash Bhavan demanding corruption-free education and safety of women, in Kolkata, Wednesday.

New Delhi, May 18 (PTI):
The Standing Committee
on Finance has called a
meeting on Thursday to
discuss issues concerning
anti-competitive practices
by big tech companies like
Google, Facebook and
Twitter. In the day-long
meeting, as per the sched-
ule posted on the Lok
Sabha website, the parlia-
mentary panel will be hear-
ing views of hospitality,
restaurants and travel
agents associations on the
subject 'Anti-Competitive
Practices by Big-tech com-
panies'. The panel, headed
by former minister of state
for finance Jayant Sinha,
will also hear the views of
the Confederation of All
India Traders (CAIT) on
the subject.

Par panel to discuss
anti-competitive
practices by big

tech firms


