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Mishap
RReewwaarrii:: Five members of
a family, including two
women, were killed and
11 others were injured
after their vehicle collid-
ed with a parked truck
here on Tuesday, police
said. The accident took
place on the Delhi-Jaipur
highway near Odhi vil-
lage here, they said. All
those who died were res-
idents of Samod village
in Jaipur and were
returning from Haridwar
in a Multi Utility Vehicle.
The vehicle collided with
a truck parked on the
roadside near Odhi vil-
lage, police said.

Rescued 
SSeeoonnii:: Two tiger cubs
were injured allegedly by
irate villagers in Seoni
district in Madhya
Pradesh on Tuesday
morning and were res-
cued by a forest depart-
ment team, an official
said. The cubs were
spotted at Pipaltai pond
near Baelgaon village,
some 50 kilometres from
the district headquar-
ters, by villagers who
were plucking tendu
leaves, and a mob gath-
ered soon after, Chief
Conservator of Forest
(Seoni Circle) SS Udde
told PTI.

Watery grave
SSaahhaarraannppuurr::  Two men
drowned at the Yamuna
canal here where they
had gone to take a bath,
police said on Tuesday.
Yuvraj (20) and Devesh
(21), both friends, had
gone to take a bath with
another person late on
Monday evening but acci-
dently went to the deeper
side of the canal,
Superintendent of Police
(Dehat) Suraj Rai said.

Probe
SShhiimmllaa:: The Himachal
Pradesh government on
Tuesday decided to hand
over to the CBI a case of
the leakage of question
papers of the recruitment
test for constables. In a
hurriedly called press
conference at his official
residence Oakover here,
Chief Minister Jai Ram
Thakur said the state
government has decided
to hand over the probe
into the case to the CBI.

Lifer 
AAzzaammggaarrhh:: An Azamgarh
court has sentenced
seven people including a
jailed gangster for killing
a former MLA of the
Sagri assembly con-
stituency here. A special
court set up under the
Gangster Act and headed
by Additional Sessions
Judge Ramanand also
imposed a fine of Rs
50,000 on each of the
convicts for murdering
former MLA Sarvesh
Singh alias Sipu Singh.
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BRIEF

A man uses a scarf to shield
himself from the heat on a
hot summer day, in New

Delhi, Tuesday. 
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New Delhi, May 17 (PTI): 

In a significant develop-
ment, the Supreme Court
Tuesday directed the
District Magistrate of
Varanasi to ensure protec-
tion of area inside the
Gyanvapi-Shringar Gauri
complex where 'Shivling'
is said to be found in the
survey and allowed
Muslims to offer Namaz'
and perform religious ob-
servances .

Balancing the equity , a
bench comprising Justices
D Y Chandrachud and P S
Narasimha, while hearing
a plea of the Committee of
Management Anjuman
Intezamia Masjid which
manages Gyanvapi
mosque in Varanasi,
passed the order and re-
fused to stay the ongoing
proceedings before the
lower court.

The bench said it needed
to balance the rights of

contesting parties and
clarified that the order of
the civil judge (senior divi-
sion), hearing the plea of
petitioner Hindu devotees,
directing authorities to en-
sure the protection of the
area would not restrict
and impede the rights of
Muslim to offer Namaz

and to perform religious
observances.

This is an interim
arrangement till counsel
for the plaintiff is here. We
need to balance the rights
of contesting parties. The
order of May 16, 2022, to

the extent that DM,
Varanasi shall ensure the
protection of area where
Shivling' is said to be
found will not impede
upon the rights of the
Muslims to offer Namaz'
and perform religious ob-
servances , the bench said

in its order.
Senior advocate Huzefa

Ahmadi, appearing for the
Gyanvapi mosque commit-
tee, said the Muslims need
to perform wazu' or ablu-
tion as without that
namaz' would have no
meaning under Islam.

Dantewada, May 17: 

A naxal couple, involved
in several deadly attacks
and together carrying a re-
ward of Rs 7 lakh, surren-
dered before the security
forces in  Dantewada dis-
trict on Tuesday, police
said.

Hurra Kunjam and his
wife Budhari Madvi
turned themselves in be-
fore senior police and
CRPF officials, citing dis-
appointment with the hol-
low Maoist ideology and
exploitation of lower-rung
cadres by senior ultras,
D a n t e w a d a
Superintendent of Police
Siddharth Tiwari said.

Kunjam was the section
commander of platoon
number 24 under
Malangir area committee
of Maoists and his wife
was a member of the same
squad, he said, adding that
they carried rewards of Rs
5 lakh and Rs 2 lakh on
their heads respectively.

The couple was involved
in the Burkapal (Sukma

district) Maoist ambush in
2017, in which 25 security
personnel were killed, and
the Mailwada
(Dantewada) landmine at-
tack in 2016, in which
seven CRPF personnel
died, the official said.

With this, at least 539
naxals, including 130 with
rewards on their heads,
have so far quit violence in
the district under the 'Lon
Varratu' (return to your
home/village) surrender
and rehabilitation cam-
paign, which was
launched by the district
police in June 2020 by the
district police, he said.

New Delhi, May 17 (PTI): 

The CBI has registered
a fresh case against Lok
Sabha member Karti
Chidambaram for alleged-
ly facilitating visas of 263
Chinese nationals for a
power company after re-
ceiving illegal gratifica-
tion of Rs 50 lakh 11 years
ago when his father P
Chidambaram was the
Union home minister, offi-
cials said on Tuesday.

CBI teams conducted co-
ordinated search opera-
tions at 10 locations in
multiple cities in the
country, including resi-
dences of the
Chidambarams in
Chennai and Delhi on
early morning after regis-
tering the FIR, they said.

The searches spread
across multiple locations
in Chennai, Mumbai,
K o p p a l ( K a r n a t a k a ) ,

Jharsuguda (Odisha),
Mansa (Punjab) and
Delhi. "I have lost count,
how many times has it
been? Must be a record,"
Karti tweeted immediate-
ly after the CBI raids with-
out specifying. Later, he
further tweeted that his of-
fice has updated him
about the searches. "My

office has just updated on
the 'record' twice in 2015,
once in 2017, twice in 2018
and today :) 6!" Senior
Congress leader P
Chidambaram, in his
tweets in Hindi and
English, said a CBI team
searched his residence in
Chennai and his official
residence in Delhi.

New Delhi, May 17 (PTI): 

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Tuesday
said India has a lot of sto-
ries to be explored and
asked international film-
makers to benefit from the
seamless possibilities to
make movies in the coun-
try.

In a message, he ex-
pressed happiness on
India's participation as
'country of honour' at the
Marche du Films held
alongside the Cannes Film
festival. "As India cele-
brates its 75th year of
Independence, the 75th an-
niversary of Cannes Film
Festival as well as 75 years
of Indo-French diplomatic
ties enhance the pride and
joy associated with the mo-

mentous milestones," Modi
said. He noted India was the
largest film producing
country in the world with
rich heritage and cultural
diversity being its
strengths. "We have a lot of
stories to be explored. India
truly possesses immense
potential to become the con-
tent hub of the world,"
Modi said.

He said the government
was steadfast in its efforts
towards furthering ease of
doing business in the film
sector. "From facilitating in-
ternational film co-produc-
tions, to ensuring a single
window clearance mecha-
nism for permissions for
filming across the country,
India offers seamless possi-
bilities to filmmakers of the
world," Modi said. "Our
spellbinding locations, tech-
nological prowess in film
making and talent of young

men and women provide a
perfect backdrop for film
makers," he said.

Modi said it was hearten-
ing to note that a Satyajit
Ray film has been restored
for screening in the Cannes
Classic Section as India cel-
ebrates the birth centenary
of the legendary filmmaker.

He noted that startups
from India will showcase
their strengths at the
Cannes Film Festival. He
said the India Pavilion will
display facets of Indian cin-
ema and promote interna-
tional partnerships and
learnings. As a major high-
light of India's participa-
tion at this edition of
Cannes Film Festival, world
premier of "Rocketry", pro-
duced by R Madhavan, is
scheduled to be showcased
at the Palais des Festivals of
the market screening on
May 19.

New Delhi, May 17 (PTI): 

Union Home Minister
Amit Shah on Tuesday held
three back-to-back meet-
ings with top officials of the
security establishment to
assess the prevailing situa-
tion in Jammu and
Kashmir, including the re-
cent killings of civilians as
well as reviewed arrange-
ments for the forthcoming
Amarnath Yatra for which
the UT administration will
provide RFID tags to every
pilgrim. While Lt Governor
of J&K Manoj Sinha was
present in all the three

meetings, National
Security Advisor Ajit Doval
and Army Chief Gen
Manoj Pande attended the

meetings to discuss the se-
curity situation in the UT.
Senior officials from the
centre, para-military forces

and the UT administration
were also in these meetings.

Later in a statement, the
Union Home Ministry said
the J&K chief secretary in-
formed the meeting that
each pilgrim will be provid-
ed with a Radio Frequency
Identification Card (RFID)
and will be insured with Rs
5 lakh.

Shah said a "hassle-free"
journey for the pilgrims is a
priority of the Modi gov-
ernment and directed that
all arrangements, including
additional electricity, water,
and telecom facilities be
made.

New Delhi, May 17 (PTI): 

The Centre on Tuesday
issued instructions for
reservation in promotion
of Persons with
Benchmark Disabilities
(PwBDs) in all central gov-
ernment departments.

In September 2021, the
Supreme Court had "di-
rected the government to
issue instructions on
'reservation in promotion',
as provided in Section 34
of the Rights of Persons
with Disabilities Act,
2016".

"In case of promotion,
four per cent of the total
number of vacancies in
the cadre strength within

Group 'C', from Group 'C to
Group 'B', within Group 'B'
and from Group 'B' to the
lowest rung of Group 'A'
shall be reserved for
PwBDs," said an order is-
sued by the Department of
Personnel and Training
(DoPT) to secretaries of all
central government de-
partments.

Reservation in promo-
tion shall be applicable in
the cadres in which the el-
ement of direct recruit-
ment, if any, does not ex-
ceed 75 per cent, it said.

The DoPT has asked
every government depart-
ment to appoint a senior
officer as the Grievance
Redressal Officer.

New Delhi, May 17 (PTI): 

To prioritise its projects
under the PM Gati Shakti
scheme, the Railways has
formed a directorate within
the Railway Board(RB) and
set up its units in Khurda,
Bilaspur, Delhi and
Bengaluru divisions to ex-
pedite the ambitious
scheme, sources said.

The national master plan
for multi-modal connectivi-
ty aims to bring 16 min-
istries, including the
Railways and Roadways, to-
gether for integrated plan-

ning and coordinated im-
plementation of infrastruc-
ture connectivity projects.

It was launched last year.
The project aims to pro-

vide integrated and seam-
less connectivity for the
movement of people, goods
and services from one mode
of transport to another. It
will facilitate the last-mile
connectivity of infrastruc-
ture and also reduce travel
time for people. The new di-
rectorate, headed by an ad-
ditional-member rank offi-
cial, will comprise execu-
tive directors of different
departments like traffic,
civil, electrical, signalling
and telecom, finance, and
security.

Bengaluru, May 17 (PTI):

Around one lakh
students from across
the country applied

for a residential training
programme of Indian
Space Research
Organisation (ISRO) of
which 150 were selected, the
space agency said on
Tuesday.

The 'YUva VIgyani
KAryakram' (YUVIKA) is
being conducted by ISRO
from May 16 to May 28.

ISRO said 150 students
were selected from all the
states and Union territories
of the country.

The training is organised
at five centres of ISRO --

Vikram Sarabhai Space
C e n t r e ,
Thiruvananthapuram, U R
Rao Satellite Centre,
Bengaluru, Space
Applications Centre,
Ahmedabad, National
Remote Sensing Centre,
Hyderabad, and North
Eastern Space Applications
Centre, Shillong. The pro-
gramme includes class-
room lectures, hands-on ac-
tivities, interaction with
eminent scientists, lab/fa-
cility visits, sky gazing, ro-
botic assembly, and 'Cansat'
experiments, according to
an ISRO statement.

All the students will be
taken to SDSC SHAR-
Sriharikota, the space port

of India, for a visit and face-
to-face interaction with
ISRO Chairman S
Somanath, it was stated.

"Around one lakh stu-
dents applied for the pro-
gramme. Finally, 150 stu-
dents were selected based
on the academic scores and
achievements in other co-
curricular activities", ISRO
said. Somanath inaugurat-
ed YUVIKA-2022 in a virtu-
al event on Monday.

Addressing the gather-
ing, Somanath urged the
students to fully utilise the
opportunity to interact
with the senior scientists
and technocrats whom they
are going to meet in the
next two weeks.

SIGNIFICANT DEVELOPMENT

‘Muslims can offer namaaz at Gyanvapi’
̈ SC orders Shivling

site protected

Advocate Barun Kumar Sinha 
representing Hindu Sena 

interacts with the media after the
hearing of the case of Varanasis
Gyanvapi Masjid-Shringar Gauri

Temple complexs survey, 
in New Delhi, Tuesday.

A Varanasi court, which had
ordered the videography
survey of the Gyanvapi
Mosque complex, Tuesday
removed advocate commis-
sioner Ajay Mishra on
grounds of non-cooperation,
an official said. The court
also gave two more days to
the commission to submit
the survey report. "Ajay
Mishra, the advocate com-
missioner has been removed
by the court," assistant
advocate commissioner Ajay
Pratap Singh told PTI. Singh
further said Mishra was
removed on the grounds of
non-cooperation.

Officer who 
ordered Gyanvapi 

videography sacked
Ajay Mishra was removed as survey commis-
sioner after lawyers representing the Hindu
petitioners and the mosque respondents had
a heated argument in court today over the
findings of the filming being leaked to the
media even before the report was submitted
to court. Ajay Mishra was removed on a com-
plaint by Vishal Singh, who is the new Chief Advocate
Commissioner. "I did nothing wrong. I was betrayed by Vishal
Singh. He took advantage of my trusting nature," Mr Mishra told
NDTV. "We prepared the report together till 12 am last night. I
had no idea Vishal Singh was conspiring against me. I feel really
sad. I was not biased. I will not say anything about the survey,"
he said. Vishal Singh, the new survey head, said he had com-
plained against Ajay Mishra to the court. "I had given the petition
regarding the conduct of Ajay Mishra. Ajay Mishra had appointed
a videographer who was giving statements in the media and
spreading rumours. I am saying with full responsibility that my
report will be fair," he said. Appearing to concede that the video-
grapher he hired had leaked the details, Mr Mishra said: "What
can I do about it? I hired the photographer, he cheated."

‘I was betrayed’

Wanted naxal couple surrenders
before security forces

̈ Carried reward of 
Rs 7 lakh on their heads Hurra Kunjam and his wife

Budhari Madvi turned them-
selves in before senior police
and CRPF officials, citing disap-
pointment with the hollow
Maoist ideology and exploita-
tion of lower-rung cadres by
senior ultras. Kunjam was the
section commander of platoon
number 24 under Malangir area
committee of Maoists and his
wife was a member of the same
squad, they carried rewards of
Rs 5 lakh and Rs 2 lakh on their
heads respectively.

About the surrender 

PM’S MESSAGE FOR CANNES FEST 

‘Lot of stories to explore in India’
̈ Modi invites global

filmmakers

CBI books Karti in new money-for-Chinese-visa case

CBI officials during a raid at the residence of Congress MP Karti
Chidambaram, at Lodhi Estate in New Delhi, Tuesday. 

The Congress Tuesday put its
weight behind party leader P
Chidambaram, saying the CBI
raids against him and his son
in connection with an 11-year-
old case are "wrong" and
aimed at diverting attention
from the key issues of infla-
tion and unemployment.
The party also said P
Chidambaram is a nationalist
and patriot whose commit-
ment to the country is beyond
question. Senior Congress
spokesperson Ajay Maken told
reporters at a press confer-
ence here that the "raids were
wrong". "The Congress party
stands behind P
Chidambaram. This is being
done to divert the attention of
people from the issue of rising
inflation and unemployment,"
he told reporters.

‘Raids wrong, party
stands behind
Chidambaram’

FLOODS WREAK HAVOC

Villagers use a boat to move from a flooded area to safer places after rain at a village
in Nagaon district, Tuesday.

RB forms directorate to prioritise
projects in Bilaspur Division

̈ Under PM Gati
Shakti scheme

Govt fixes reservation
in PwBDs at 4 %
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RFID, Rs 5 lakh insurance for pilgrims

Amit Shah reviews JK security; takes
stock of Amarnath Yatra preparations

Union Home Minister Amit Shah with J & K Lieutenant Governor
Manoj Sinha and Home Secretary Ajay Kumar Bhalla while 
charing a meeting on the logistical arrangements for the
Amarnath Yatra, in New Delhi, Tuesday.
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Bhilai, May 17: 

A 70-year-old old woman
will get pension again
after a gap of three years
in the labour-dominated
area of Joratarai. The old
lady had reached ‘Nidan
40’ camp with her griev-
ance. On receiving the
complaint, the concerned
officer handled the matter
in a sensitive manner and
resolved the problem im-
mediately. Risali Mayor
Shashi Sinha, Speaker
Keshav Banchor, MIC
members and Corporators

were present at the camp.
Risali Municipal
C o r p o r a t i o n
Commissioner Ashish
Dewangan is organizing
ward wise camps to take
the schemes of the gov-
ernment to the doorsteps
of people and benefit
them. One such camp was
organised in Joratarai,
which is located at the bor-
der of Risali Municipal
Corporation. The 70-year-
old lady Pirobati Manjhi,
a resident of Joratarai,
filed her complaint re-
garding pension at this

camp. Now, she will get
her pension after a gap of
three years. About 190 peo-
ple submitted applications
regarding different prob-
lems in the camp. Out of
these applications, 105
were resolved on the spot.
Mayor in Council mem-
bers Vilas Rao Borkar,
Anoop Dey, Chandrabhan
Thakur, Parmeshwar,
Sanir Sahu, Ishwari Sahu,
Corporator Dr Seema
Sahu, Harish Chandra,
Executive Engineer
Sushil Babar and officers
and employees of the cor-

poration were present.
The main objective of the
camp is to resolve the
problems related to Ration
Card, Aadhar card and
pension cases. The offi-
cers of the corporation
are conducting the work
of deletion, name addi-
tion, correction of wrong
names in the ration card
with the help of the offi-
cials of the Food
Department. On Tuesday,
the problems of 39 ration
card holders were re-
solved in the camp. Risali
Municipal Corporation is

also collecting revenue in
the camp. The arrears
were recovered from the
year 2016-17. Property tax
of Rs 14500 was collected
at the camp. 61 applica-
tions related to ration
cards were received out of
which 39 were resolved.
Nine out of 13 pension ap-
plications were resolved.
Nine applications of new
tap connection were re-
ceived. All the applica-
tions of city sanitation;
Pradhan Mantri Awas;
Name Transfer; and
Construction works were
resolved on the spot. 55 ap-
plications of Aadhar
Registration were re-
ceived out of which 41
were resolved. Under
Nidan-40, a public griev-
ance redressal camp will
be organized in Dundera
on May 18. Citizens of
wards 35 and 36 of Risali
Municipal Corporation
can submit their applica-
tions and complaints at
the camp.

Seventy-year-old woman to get
pension again after three years Bhilai, May 17: On the in-

structions of the BMC
Mayor Neeraj Pal, Public
Grievance Redressal
Camps are being organ-
ised in different areas of
municipal limits. In this
sequel, a large number of
people reached the camp
organised at Ward
Number 05, Kosa Nagar
with their applications and
complaints. BMC
Commissioner Prakash
Surve and MIC member
and local Corporator
Sandeep Nirankari re-
mained present at the
camp. They received the
applications and com-
plaints and ensured imme-
diate resolution of the
complaints. Some pension
beneficiaries including
Babli Kori, Sushila Devi,
Lalita Gaikwad, Shanti
Bai Vishwakarma and
Champa Bai had also
reached the camp. They
complained that they were
not getting pension for the
past few months. On the in-
structions of the BMC
Commissioner and MIC
member, the concerned of-

ficials examined their
cases and assured them
that their pension will
restart from next month.
These women were the
beneficiaries of widow
pension, Sukhad Sahara
pension and social securi-
ty pension. In the camp, ap-
plications are being made
by people regarding prob-
lems like water, sanitation,
pension, electricity, lease
etc. The officials are mak-
ing efforts to resolve the
maximum number of ap-
plications on the spot.
Apart from Kosa Nagar, a
camp was organized in
Vaishali Nagar Sanskritik
Bhawan, Santoshi Para
Camp 2 Ward Office, Ward
No 41 Industrial Area,
Chhawani Community

Building and at Satvijay
Auditorium in Sector 5
Ward No 60. A large num-
ber of people submitted
their applications and
complaints at these camps.
On May 18, public griev-
ance redressal camp will
be organised in Ward
Number 6 Sanjay Nagar at
Sheetla Mandir of
Priyadarshini Parisar
(West), Ward Number 21 -
Siyan Sadan of Kailash
Nagar Kurud; Ward
Number 34 - Veer Shivaji
Nagar, Durga Manch
Sharma Colony; Ward
Number 42 - Madarsa Road
Community Building of
Gautam Nagar; and Ward
Number 61 - Sector 6 (East)
Municipal Corporation
Office.

Commissioner and MIC member
redress public grievances

Bhilai, May 17: 

Bhilai Municipal
Corporation is continu-
ously taking action
against the illegal en-
croachments in the munic-
ipal limits. In this sequel,
an anti-encroachment
drive was conducted in
Zone 03 Mother Teresa
Nagar area on Tuesday.
The team of the Revenue
Department removed the
encroachments in
Santoshipara. Here, the
site of the proposed public
toilet was encroached by a
person. The encroacher
had constructed a bound-
ary wall on this land. The
BMC team demolished the
illegal construction and
the land was freed from
encroachment. To crack
down on encroachment
and illegal constructions,
BMC Commissioner

Prakash Surve has formed
a team of officers/employ-
ees. The team maintains
vigil and takes action
against the encroachers.

On receipt of complaints
of illegal occupation and
encroachment, immediate
action is taken by the
Revenue Department.

Zone 03 Assistant Revenue
Officer Malkhan Singh
Sori said that action was
taken against the en-
croachers on the instruc-
tions of Zone
Commissioner Yesha
Lehre. He said that accord-
ing to the demand of the
citizens of Ward 25
Santoshipara, a public toi-
let is to be constructed. Its
approval and other depart-
mental process have been
done but the proposed site
was encroached by a per-
son. Notice was served to
the encroacher but he was
not removing the en-
croachment. On Tuesday,
the team of Revenue
Department of Zone 03
reached the spot and the il-
legally constructed bound-
ary wall was demolished.
The employees of Zone 03
Revenue Department were
present.

Encroachment removed 
from site of proposed public toilet 

Bhilai, May 17: 

Bhilai Municipal
Corporation Commissioner
Prakash Surve visited the
low lying localities of the
city during his morning
visit on Tuesday. He took
stock of the cleaning of the
drain near Panchmukhi
Hanuman temple. He di-
rected the BMC officers to
identify all the areas which
are prone to water logging
and get the drains inten-
sively cleaned. The
Commissioner also inspect-
ed the Odia Mohalla and in-
quired about the drinking
water supply. He interacted
with some people of the lo-
cality regarding cleanliness
and water supply and took
feedback from women.
During inspection,

Commissioner came to
know that banned plastic
was being used by the gro-
cery shop near Model Town
Panchmukhi temple. He
immediately instructed the
officials to take action. The
locals also complained

about the use of banned
plastic and disposables. The
Municipal Commissioner
immediately directed the
team to take action against
the shopkeepers who were
using single use plastic. The
team imposed a fine on two

shops and recovered Rs
3000. It needs to be men-
tioned here that Mayor
Neeraj Pal has given in-
structions to the officials to
clean the drains before the
rains. Accordingly, pre
monsoon cleaning of

drains is being conducted.
Health Officer
Dharmendra Mishra, Zone
Health Officer Ankit
Saxena, Anjani Singh and
Kamlesh Dwivedi were
present during the inspec-
tion.

Pre-monsoon preparations underway;
Commissioners visits low lying areas

Bhilai, May 17: 

A team of BSP Ex-OA
office bearers comprising
of SR Das (President),
Dilip Verma (General
Secretary) and RB Gupta
(Vice President) visited
the newly opened
Arogyam Superspeciality
Hospital situated on
Nehru Nagar Bypass on
Monday to get first hand
knowledge of the

Hospital including its
OPD, IPD, ICU etc. The
team held detailed dis-
cussion with the head of
the Hospital and
Urologist Dr NR Daruka,
the only qualified
Nephrologist of the
Bhilai area Dr RK Sahu
and the other specialist
doctors present in the
hospital. During visit of
the wards, OPD area, ICU,
private Cabins, Dialysis

unit and other sections of
the hospital, the Ex-OA
team found that the hos-
pital is well equipped and
certain other facilities
such as Echo,
Ultrasound, Kidney
Transplant are awaiting
Govt approval and would
start soon. A large num-
ber of patients were seen
in the OPD area, in the
Ayushman wards, the
Dialysis area & other
places. President SR Das
said that the cabins are
very nice and urology
surgeries are done regu-
larly. The team felt that
the hospital is unique for
its Urology & Nephrology
treatment facilities.

Ex-OA team submitted
its members list who will
be eligible for cashless
IPD treatment and also
avail various discounts.
The OPD fee for Ex-OA
members will be only Rs
135, he informed.

Bhilai, May 17: 

Citizens are continu-
ously visiting the
Collector Jandarshan
for redressal of their
problems. During the
Jandarshan on
Tuesday, the villagers
of Gram Panchayat
Bhothali submitted an
application seeking
construction of anicut
on river Kharkhara.

The applicants stated
that their village is sit-
uated on the banks of
river Kharkhara but
still they face water
problems during the
summer season. The
people of the village
are actively involved in
farming as well as in
the works of bari in
Gauthan.

The village needs
water so that there is
no obstacle in agricul-
tural work as well as

the operations of gov-
ernment schemes. In
view of the public in-
terest, the villagers
have demanded for con-
struction of anicut on
River Kharkhara. The
water collected at the
anicut will provide
much relief to the vil-

lagers. Taking cog-
nizance of the situa-
tion, the Collector for-
warded the case to the
concerned officer.

In another case, an
applicant approached
the Collector with an
application to get the
names of his daughters

included in the ration
card. The applicant
stated that in order to
get the names of the
family members includ-
ed in the ration card, he
visited the Municipal
Corporation Durg and
submitted the applica-
tion along with the
Aadhar cards. However,
the names of both his
daughters have not
been included in the ra-
tion card yet.

The family receives
ration of only one per-
son. In the present situ-
ation of inflation, the
family is facing prob-
lems to meet the ends.

The applicant re-
quested the Collector to
get the names of his
daughters added in the
ration card. Collector
immediately sent the
application to the con-
cerned officer for ap-
propriate action.

Villagers demand construction of anicut

BSP Ex-OA Team visits Arogyam Hospital

Bhilai, May 17: 

SAIL-Bhilai Steel
Plant’s water require-
ments are being met by
Water Resources
Department of Govt of
Chhattisgarh through
the Mahanadi River
Project. This water is
treated in the Water
Treatment Plant where
as a result of continu-
ous efforts, the quality
of water is brought
within designated
norms. The treated
water is made available
to residents of township
through Public Health
E n g i n e e r i n g
Department of Town

Services Department.
Maintenance of exist-

ing infrastructure,
checking and inspection
of water is being car-
ried out consistently by
PHE department to deal
with the complaints re-
garding water supply.
Numerous activities
have been carried out in
the last three months by
BSP to ensure supply of
clean and safe potable
water. Some of these
measures include clean-
ing work of all the 28
Over Head Tanks (& 8
Under Ground
Reservoirs in stages, all
of which has been com-
pleted by March 2022.

Regular inspection has
been conducted for
water supply line leak-
ages and rectification
work has been complet-
ed. Corrective action
has been taken by
checking/repairing of
pipes / flushing of pipes
for domestic water sup-
ply lines while flushing
has been done in 24
streets.

Water sampling is
being done for checking
quality parameter of
drinking water along
with regular inspection
for drinking water pipe
lines for major/ minor
leakages. Repairs/ re-
placement are taken up

regularly in the water
supply lines based on
complaints/observing
leakages. About 21 km
of pipe lines have been
replaced in the past 3
years and repairs of
more than about 1500
Nos. complaints related
to leakages have been at-
tended.

SAIL-BSP is a respon-
sible corporate citizen
and strives to maintain
good quality potable
within designated stan-
dards. Water is being
supplied after ensuring
its proper quality. Water
being supplied to BSP
township is fully safe for
use.

BSP speeds us measures to improve quality of potable water

Bhilai, May 17: 

Bhilai Charoda
M u n i c i p a l
C o r p o r a t i o n
Commissioner has is-
sued an order to con-
duct physical verifica-
tion of the beneficiar-
ies of all pension
schemes. All the pen-
sioners of old age pen-
sion scheme, widow,
handicapped, Sukhad
Sahara, Social
Security and Chief
Minister Pension

schemes are being ver-
ified in all the wards
by the officials of
Bhilai Municipal
Corporation. The phys-
ical verification cam-
paign commenced
from May 12 and will
conclude on May 20.
The BCMC officials
will collect informa-
tion of Aadhar, Bank
Account, Ration Card,
Voter ID Card and
Mobile Number from
the pensioners. The
Pension Department of

the Corporation has
instructed all pension
beneficiaries to pro-
vide all their docu-
ments to the employ-
ees of the Corporation.
If any beneficiary is
not getting pension for
the last 2-3 months, the
beneficiary can con-
tact the Pension
Branch of the
M u n i c i p a l
Corporation, informed
Vikas Chandra
Tripathi of the Public
Relations Department.

BCMC to conduct physical
verification of pensioners

SAIL supplies special
steel for INS ‘Udaygiri’

and INS ‘Surat’

BBhhiillaaii,,  MMaayy  1177:: Steel Authority
of India Limited (SAIL) has sup-
plied 4300 Tonnes of special
steel for India’s indigenous
navy warships INS ‘Udaygiri’
and INS ‘Surat’. The steel sup-
plied by SAIL comprises DMR
249A grade Plates and HR
Sheets. The entire quantity of
steel has been supplied from
SAIL’s Bokaro, Bhilai and
Rourkela Steel Plants. This is in
continuation to SAIL’s sus-
tained efforts to contribute
substantially in India’s ‘Aatma
Nirbhar Bharat’ mission and to
strengthen the country’s
efforts towards import substi-
tution. Earlier, SAIL had sup-
plied special quality steel for
India’s various defence proj-
ects including INS Vikrant, INS
Kamorta among others.
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COOL DIP

Children are enjoying dip in a water pond during hot summer here on Tuesday.

Raipur, May 17: CM
Bhupesh Baghel will be
starting second-phase of
his Vidhan Sabha-wise
tour from tomorrow and
during this he will be tour-
ing different districts of
Bastar division and take
stock of ground realities
about implementation of
various government
schemes and its benefit to
actual beneficiary.

The second-phase of
CM’s ‘Bhent-Mulakat’ pro-
gramme will be starting
from tomorrow and con-
clude on June 2. During
this CM Baghel will re-
view implementation of

various government
schemes at ground-level
and would review about
the progress on various
fronts and projects. First
CM will visit Konta and
then to Sukma district and
from there reaching
Bijapur would tour other
districts of Bastar divi-
sion. During this CM
would hold ‘Jan-chaupal’
and would meet people
and villagers and find

out their grievances and
benefits from the govern-
ment schemes and prob-
lems if any.

It is notable here that
CM Baghel started the
first-phase of his ‘Bhent-
Mulakat’ on May 4 and
started it from Surguja
district. During this he
met villagers and people
from all sections of the
society making surprise
visit and finding loop-
holes in the system and
inordinate delay in im-
plementation of various
government schemes
even action against gov-
ernment officers and
those in-charge and
made hosts of announce-
ment for people being re-
gion-specific and also for
welfare of that commu-
nity or society in partic-
ular.

Baghel to start second phase
of ‘Bhent-Mulakat’ from today
p To tour Bastar 

division starting
from Konta and
Sukma district
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Raipur, May 17: Mayor
Aijaz Dhebar along today
inspected different proj-
ects of Raipur Smart City
Ltd (RSCL). The Mayor, ac-
companied by Raipur
Collector Sourabh Kumar,
Municipal Commissioner
Prabhat Malik and RSCL
Managing Director
Mayank Chaturvedi in-
structed the concerned of-
ficers to complete all ongo-
ing construction works
within stipulated time
frame.

Necessary construction
works should be complet-
ed before the rainy season,
so that no project gets de-
layed due to rain, he told
the officials. Dhebar today
inspected construction
works being carried out in
Budha Talab in second
phase. Budhatalab (pond)

is the historical identity of
Raipur and is marked as
an important site due to its
direct connection with the
common people, he said,
adding that the work of
the second phase should
also be completed soon
under the time bound pro-
gram and special care
should be taken to main-
tain the facilities prepared

under the first phase.
He inspected ongoing

works being carried out by
RSCL in Sapre School
Building and School
Ground.

He said that with the
completion of this con-
struction work, the facili-
ties available to the stu-
dents in the school premis-
es would be improved.

The Mayor also inspect-
ed the hygienic market
being prepared with uplift-
ment of Shastri Market.
He took detailed informa-
tion about the progress of
the work of 84 shops under
construction in the mar-
ket.

He instructed to com-
plete the necessary con-
struction work in Narayya
Talab before the rainy sea-
son. During the inspection
visit, the Zone
Commissioner of
Municipal Corporation
Zone-04 Vinay Mishra,
Raipur Smart City Ltd.
Manager, Civil Rakesh
Gupta, SP Sahu, Deputy
Manager Rajesh Rathore,
Assistant Manager Arjita
Dewan gave detailed infor-
mation about the activities
carried out for the upgra-
dation of construction
works and facilities.

Mayor inspects smart city projects
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Raipur, May 17:
Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) on
Tuesday held the Chief
Minister Bhupesh
Baghel responsible for
collapse in Law &
Order situation in
Chhattisgarh as crimi-
nal incidents is on rise.

In a statement issued
here, the BJP MLA
Brijmohan Agrawal
said that increase in
criminal cases have
been reported across
Chhattisgarh includ-
ing Raipur as the city
has become shelter of
the criminals. He also
questioned the posting
of the Police Officials
which has resulted in
failure of Law & Order
situation in Raipur

and added that eligible
officials are being ig-
nored in the process of
posting whereas fa-
voritism is given prior-
ity. BJP MLA claimed
that the police working
is in accordance to the
interest of the state
government as crimi-
nals are getting politi-
cal patronage. MLA al-
leged that political
misuse of police is
being carried out
which has resulted in
weaker Law & Order
across Chhattisgarh.
He also added that new
stringent law on
demonstration has
also been added only to
ensure that employees
and opposition leaders
are not able to register
protest against the
state government.

BJP holds CM responsible for
poor Law & Order situation

Raipur, May 17: Wachi
Pareek- Miss Teen
Universe India 2021 is a 19
year old currently pursu-
ing her Bachelors in
Business Administration
(BBA) through Indira col-
lege of commerce and sci-
ence Pune. She is also a
Cambridge A levels gradu-
ate. She thoroughly enjoys
studying, thereby scoring
an A Grade in
‘Information Technology’
in her A-levels. Wachi has
always been interested in
leadership involving activ-
ities and has been the
house captain and vice
head head girl in her jun-
ior college. With keen in-
terest in co-curricular ac-
tivities she has participat-
ed and aced in the fields of
Arts, elocution, sports,

Modelling and pageantry.
Aside from those she also
likes to dance and bake oc-
casionally 

She set foot in the world
of pageants at the mere
age of 13 after struggling
with low self esteem be-
cause of being bullied.
Her love for pageants
grew exponentially and

she found herself eager to
get the opportunity to rep-
resent India internation-
ally and that’s how she
found Glamanad’s teen
pageant Miss Teen India.
Though she only made it
to the top 15 she didn’t lose
hope. She went ahead to
train at the Tiara pageant
training studio in Pune to
prepare her for Miss Teen
Diva and indeed the re-
sults of her hard work
paid off as she was
crowned the winner and
got the opportunity to rep-
resent India at Miss Teen
Universe.

She won the title of
Miss Teen Universe 2nd
runners up and Is the first
Asian and first Indian to
ever bring the crown
home.

Wachi Pareek is 2nd runner’s 
up of Miss Teen Universe

Mahant pays
courtesy visit 
to Governor

Raipur, May 17:
C h h a t t i s g a r h
Legislative Assembly
Speaker Dr Charandas
Mahant on Tuesday
paid a courtesy visit to
Governor Anusuiya
Uike at Rajbhawan
here. Lok Sabha mem-
ber from Korba
Jyotsana Mahant was
also present on the occa-
sion.

He held discussion on
key issues including the
subjects to be taken up
during the forthcoming
session of Assembly.

Raipur, May 17: State
President of Chhattisgarh
Chamber of Commerce and
Industries, Amar Parwani,
General Secretary Ajay
Bhasin, Treasurer Uttam
Golchha, Working
President Rajendra Jaggi,
Vikram Singhdeo, Ram
Mandhan, Manmohan
Agarwal said that the
Chamber’s delegation  met
RMC Mayor Aijaz Dhebar
and District Superintendent
of Police, Mr. Prashant
Agrawal in concern with in-
crease in loot cases with
traders in Dumtarai area
and for the prevention of
criminal activities
Chamber State President,
Amar Parwani informed
that traders are falling prey
to loot cases on Kamal
Vihar road to Devpuri
Wholesale Vegetable
Market. Traders have to do
their business in an atmos-

phere of fear. Mr. Parwani
met RMC Mayor and de-
manded to install street
lights and CCTV cameras to
stop the increasing criminal
activities against traders
and the incidents of rob-
bery in the city. On which
RMC Mayor gave  a positive
assurance and immediately
directed the concerned offi-
cers to take appropriate ac-
tion. In the context of the
said incident, Mr. Parwani
along with Chamber delega-
tion met the District
Superintendent of Police

and requested to set up a po-
lice outpost at Devpuri
Wholesale Grain Market
and demanded to increase
patrolling on the said route.
Chamber delegation also
met Narendra Khetrapal at
MMI Hospital and inquired
about his health condition
and took the details of the
whole incident and met
Navin Sharma, Director of
MMI Hospital and request-
ed for specific treatment to
Narendra.

On this occasion,
Chamber  State President

Amar Parwani, General
Secretary Ajay Bhasin,
Treasurer Uttamchand
Golchha, Working
President Rajendra Jaggi,
Vikram Singhdeo, Ram
Mandhan, Vice President
Mahesh Daryani, Minister-
Nilesh Mundhra, Shankar
Bajaj, Prashant Gupta,
Jawahar Tharani, Govind
Maheshwari, Yuva
Chamber General Secretary
Kanti Patel, Youth Chamber
Vice President Vipul Patel
and Vijay Kshatriya  were
present.

Chamber’s delegation met RMC
Mayor, SP Prashant Agrawal 

p In connection with
the robbery in
Dumartarai area
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Raipur, May 17:
Chhattisgarh managed
to score just 150 runs in
the practice match
against Utterakhand
ahead of the Ranji
Trophy Cricket tourna-
ment after put into bat
first.

Kivnoor Chabra was
the highest scorer for
Chhattisgarh as he
managed to score 48
runs from 118 balls
whereas Ian Costner (36
runs) and Vasudev

Bareth (10 not out) were
the other major contrib-
utors for the team.

In reply, the
Utterakhand team had
scored 160 runs for 2
wickets at close of play
on day one.

Tanush was unbeaten
on 46 runs whereas
Kunal (46 runs) and
Rohin (39 not out) also
made major contribu-
tions for the team.
Gagandeep and
Abhishek Khare
claimed one wicket each
for Chhattisgarh.

SPORTS ROUND-UP

Ch’garh fails to impress in
Ranji practice match

Youth found
dead on 

railway track
Raipur, May 17: A
youth was found dead on
the railway track of
Raipur. The youth died
on the spot after being
hit by a train. Police
started investigation to
know whether it was an
accident or suicide. This
incident took place in
Pandri area.

Some people passing
near the railway track
saw the dead body of a
young man lying on the
side of the track on
Tuesday morning and
immediately informed
the police. Injury marks
were found on the body. It
is suspected that the
youth may have come
under wheels of the
train while crossing the
track. The youth fell on
the side of the tracks and
due to head injury, the
youth died on the spot.
The police are inquiring
for the identity of the
youth in the surround-
ing settlement. Efforts
are on to ascertain
whether this person
committed suicide or
not.

Raipur, May 17:
Chhattisgarh Board of
Secondary Education is
preparing to conduct the
10th-12th supplementary ex-
amination in July. At pres-
ent, applications are being
invited from the students for
revaluation and recounting.
It will be checked after May
30. After this, applications
will be called for supplemen-
tary examination. It is no-
table this time 15,983 candi-
dates have got supplemen-
tary in the class 10th exami-
nation. At the same time,
the results of 294 candidates
have been withheld, out of
which the results of 115 can-
didates have been withheld
due to cheating and 134 can-
didates have been canceled
due to lack of eligibility, the
results of 17 students have
been withheld for checking.

Apart from this, the ex-
amination results of 28 can-
didates will be announced
later. At the same time,
34,199 candidates have got
supplementary in class 12th.
The results of 188 candi-
dates have been withheld
due to various reasons, out
of which the results of
seven have been withheld
due to copying. Due to lack
of eligibility, the applica-
tions of 171 candidates were
canceled and the results of
four candidates were with-
held for checking. Apart
from this, the examination
results of six candidates
will be declared later.

It is noteworthy that a
total of 3 lakh 75 thousand
694 candidates were regis-
tered in the main examina-
tion of high school. Out of
these, 3 lakh 63 thousand 301
candidates had appeared in
the examination. At the
same time, two lakh 92 thou-
sand 611 candidates were
registered in the Higher
Secondary Main
Examination 2022. Out of
these, 2 lakh 87 thousand 673
candidates had appeared in
the examination.

10th-12th supplementary
examination to be held in July

Ch’garh sees three
COVID-19 cases, no
death; active tally

stands at 19
Raipur, May 17:
Chhattisgarh on
Monday reported three
COVID-19 cases, taking
the tally to 11,52,337,
while the death toll re-
mained unchanged at
14,034, an official said.
The three cases, at a pos-
itivity rate of 0.18 per
cent, were reported from
Raipur, Bilaspur and
Rajnandgaon, while 21
districts have no active
coronavirus case cur-
rently, he said.

The recovery count in-
creased by four to touch
11,38,284, leaving the
state with 19 active cases,
the official said. With
1,663 samples examined
during the day, the tally
of tests carried out so far
in Chhattisgarh went up
to 1,76,93,616, he added.
Chhattisgarh’s coron-
avirus figures are as fol-
lows: Positive cases
11,52,337, new cases 3,
death toll 14,034, recov-
ered 11,38,284, active
cases 19, today tests
1,663, total tests
1,76,93,616.
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Raipur, May 17: A high
blood pressure check-up
camp was organized by
the Health Department at
Pt Ravi Shankar
University, Raipur on the
occasion of World
Hypertension Day in the
district. The aim of this
camp was to check the
blood pressure of the fac-
ulty as well as the students
and connect them with the
first aid facilities in time.
The camp was organized
under the leadership of
Chief Medical and Health
Officer Dr Meera Baghel
and under the guidance of
District Program Manager

Manish Majorwar.
Giving information

about the camp, Dr Srishti
Yadu said that hyperten-
sion check-up camp was
organized on the occasion
of World Hypertension
Day under the joint aegis
of Health Department
Raipur, Ayurvedic Medical
College, World Health
Organization, Raipur Unit

and Pt Ravi Shankar
University. The blood pres-
sure of 150 people was
checked in the camp, in
which 25 students were
found with the problem of
low blood pressure. They
have been called
Ayurvedic Medical
College for further investi-
gation. Their mobile num-
bers have also been record-

ed for regular follow-up so
that the problems arising
in time can be rectified.

According to Dr Ashish
Verma, District Nodal
Officer, NCD there are two
types of blood pressure,
high and low and both are
harmful. High blood pres-
sure can occur at any age.
World Hypertension Day
is being celebrated on 17th
May with the aim of in-
creasing awareness about
it.

This year World
Hypertension Day is being
observed on the theme
“Measure your blood pres-
sure accurately, control it,
live longer”. Men are more
prone to high blood pres-

sure than women. It can
also have different reasons
such as inactive lifestyle,
family history, stress, ir-
regular eating habits,
smoking, obesity, diabetes
and irregular routine etc.

Nowadays people of 18
to 50 years are also found
having problem of high
blood pressure. People
having high cholesterol
are at high risk of develop-
ing problem of high blood
person. Therefore it is nec-
essary for a person to
adopt healthy lifestyle.
People should not allow
stress to take over their
life, Dr Verma said. At the
end of the screening camp
the District Advisor of

National Tobacco Control
Program Dr. Srishti Yadu
also explained the ill-ef-
fects of tobacco.

Urwin Shah of World
Health Organization
Raipur unit, Rajiv
Choudhury of Physical
Education of Pt Ravi
Shankar University were
present in the camp.
Medical staff doctors,
nurses and lab technicians
of Ayurvedic Medical
College, Ajay Kumar Bais,
counselor from National
Tobacco Control Program,
social worker Neha Soni,
and secretarial assistant
Komal Sahu played an im-
portant role in making the
program a success.

Don’t allow stress to take over your life: Dr Verma
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PREVENTION

With mercury soaring high each day, the denizens are taking all necessary precautions to avoid sun-stroke.
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Raipur, May 17: As per
the instructions of Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel,
district-level fund transfer
programme under Rajiv
Gandhi Kisaan Nyay
Yojana (RGKNY) will be
organized in all the dis-
trict headquarters on May
21 this year. Ministers of
C h h a t t i s g a r h
Government, MLAs,
Chairmen of
Corporations-Boards and
Commissions will attend
these district-level pro-
grammes as Chief Guests.
All the MLAs and public
representatives will par-
ticipate in these pro-
grammes as well. As the
first installment of Kharif
Marketing Year 2021-22, Rs
1700 crore will be trans-

ferred to the bank ac-
counts of the farmers.
Under the scheme, nearly
Rs 12 thousand 209 crore
have been transferred into
the bank accounts of
farmers in last two years.

General Administration
Department has author-
ized Chief Guests for the
programs to be organized
at the district headquar-
ters on the death anniver-
sary of former Prime
Minister Bharat Ratna
Late Shri Rajiv Gandhi.
Chief Guests of various
district-level programmes
are as follows:- Panchayat
and Rural Development
Minister T.S. Singh Deo
for Sarguja district,
Agriculture Minister
Ravindra Choubey for
Bemetara, Home Minister
Tamradhwaj Sahu and
Public Health Engineering
Minister Guru Rudra
Kumar for Durg district,
Forest Minister
Mohammad Akbar for
Kabeerdham’s, Food
Minister Amarjeet Bhagat
for Rajnandgaon, Urban
Administration and
Development Minister Dr.
Shiv Kumar Daharia for
Raipur’s program,
Revenue Minister
Jaisingh Agarwal for
Korba, Women and Child

Development Minister
Anila Bhendia for Balod,
Higher Education
Minister Umesh Patel for
Raigarh, School Education
Minister Premsai Singh
Tekam for Surajpur and
Industry Minister Mr.
Kawasi Lakhma for
Bastar, MLA Mohan
Markam for Kondagaon,
MLA Amitesh Shukla for
Gariaband district,
Chandan Kashyap-
Chairman of
Chhattisgarh Handicrafts
Development Board will
be the Chief Guest of the
program to be held in
Narayanpur, Girish
Devangan- Chairman of
Chhattisgarh Mineral
Development Corporation
for Dhamtari, Chairman
of Chhattisgarh State
Civil Supplies
Corporation Ram Gopal
Agarwal for Balodabazar,
Mahant Dr. Ram Sundar
Das- Chairman of
Chhattisgarh Gau Seva
Commission for
Mahasamund, Baijnath
Chandrakar- Chairman,
State Co-operative Bank
(Apex Bank) for Bilaspur,
Chairman of
Chhattisgarh Textbook
Corporation Shailesh
Nitin Trivedi will for
Mungeli.

Similarly, Chairman of
Chhattisgarh Tourism
Board Atal Shrivastava
will be the Chief Guest for
Gaurela-Pendra-Marwahi,
Chairman of
Chhattisgarh Seed
Development Corporation
Agni Chandrakar will be
the Chief Guest for
Janjgir-Champa district,
Bhanupratap Singh-
Chairman of
Chhattisgarh State
Scheduled Tribes
Commission for
Balrampur, Vice-
Chairman of the State
Level 20 Point Program
I m p l e m e n t a t i o n
Committee Ajay Agarwal
for Jashpur, Chairman of
C h h a t t i s g a r h
Shakambhari Board Ram
Kumar Patel in Koriya,
Chairman of
Chhattisgarh Fishermen
Welfare Board MR Nishad
in Dantewada, Chairman
of Chhattisgarh
Telangana Board Sandeep
Sahu in Sukma district,
Chairman of
Chhattisgarh State
Renewable Energy
Development Agency
Mithilesh Swarnkar for
Kanker and Chairman of
Chhattisgarh Matikala
Board Balam Chakradhari
for Bijapur.

Rs 1700 cr will be transferred
to farmers on May 21

Under RGKNY

As the first install-
ment for Kharif
marketing year
2021-22

All MLAs and public
representatives of
the district to take
part in the prog
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Raipur, May 17: The
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel visited the Late
Captain Gopal Krishna
Panda’s residence in
Maulshri Vihar to pay his
tribute. Baghel offered
condolences and offered

flowers in front of the late
captain’s picture. Later, he
met the family members of
Captain Panda and ex-

pressed his heartfelt con-
dolences and sympathy.
On this occasion, the
Chairman  Chhattisgarh

Housing Board Kuldeep
Juneja, Additional
Secretary to the CM
Subrata Sahoo and
Secretary Siddharth
Komal Singh Pardeshi
were also present.

It is notable here that
Captain Gopal Krishna
Panda and Captain A.P.
Shrivastav died in a state
helicopter crash in the
Swami Vivekanand
Airport in Raipur on 12
May.

CM pays tribute to Late Captain GK Panda 
p Met the family 

members and expresses
his condolences
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Raipur, May 17: The
Second Vendor Meet
under the aegis of USSC
(Unified Shared Service
Center) NTPC was held
today at their office situat-
ed at Nava Raipur,
A.K.Pandey, RED (WR-II &
USSC) inaugurated the
program.

A.K.Pandey, in his ad-
dress shared the roadmap
of NTPC for procurement
of material and services
on PAN India basis. He em-
phasized three important
principles of the procure-

ment process i.e. Time,
Quality and Cost effective-
ness.

The vendors were wel-
comed by Joydeep Ghosh,
GM (PPG-1, BOP), who
briefed the journey of
shared services from
Regional shared service
centers to USSC, role of
PPG, new initiatives like
rate contract, enlistment,
and bulk procurement
under the umbrella of
USSC 

The meet which saw the
participation of around 50
vendors (100 participants)
saw major companies like
Darling Pumps, Rexroth,
Electro steel, Nath
Enterprises, WPIL,
Mecgale, Sangir Plastics,

Jash Engineering, Forech,
Oriental Belt, Elecon,
BEML, Rites, Texmaco,
Ion Exchange, Finar, Eagle
Burgman, De Mech, Tega
Industries, Glob Tech etc.
There was an interactive
session where valuable
suggestion was provided
by the participants and
queries pertaining to vari-
ous issues were deliberat-
ed upon in the open forum.

Ramesh Babu V
(Director of Operation)
via MS Teams, AK
Tripathy, ED(OS), C.Siva
Kumar (ED, USSC) desig-
nate, Ashish Kundu (CGM,
CPG-1), K.L Mahobe
GM,VDC) and other senior
officials were also present
on the occasion.

NTPC organizes second Vendor meet

p NTPC organizes 
second Vendor meet

Raipur, May 17: Abijit Das
takes over as the Principal
of the Kaanger Valley
Academy, Raipur as Anjali
Mule, retires. In fact, both
of them had earlier worked
as team member of KVA,
for many years. As the
Principal, Das has put in a
total of 35 years, to the edu-
cation sector and most of it
in this region itself. An
alumni of Rajkumar
College, Raipur, Mr. Das has
put in 21 years of teaching
and administrative work at
RKC, Raipur from 1987 to
2008 and 6 years at KVA it-
self, as the Vice Principal (5
years) and as a Principal (1
year) from 2008 to 2014. He
worked for 8 years as the
Vice Principal at another
IPSC School, Rajkumar
College, Rajkot, Gujarat
(2014 to 2022). Now he has
started a second innings at
KVA as the Principal from
1st May, 2022.

He has an exposure of
ICSE/ISC and CBSE
Schools for the above num-
ber of years, which has
given him a depth to the ed-

ucational transitions, in-
volved therein. In his ca-
reer path, he has been an
excellent teacher, mentor,
housemaster, associate
NCC officer, social service
club-in-charge, sports-in-
charge, teacher trainer and
educational administrator.
These roles played by him,
thus enhanced his ability
and personality, which
would surely show as the
new team leader at KVA.

Team building has been
his strength as a leader. An
image of a trustworthy
mentor for his teachers and
students, can be seen in
him and that has been
proved, over the years.
Promoting collaborative
and experiential learning

have been the forte of all
his educational operations.
By taking up the challenge
of promoting the post-aca-
demic vision and mission of
KVA, along the path,he has
proved to be an independ-
ent thinking, integrated in-
dividual, with a sense of re-
sponsibility towards the so-
ciety.

KVA is now ready to pro-
vide a customized educa-
tion model to the society,
under his apt leadership. As
a model school, KVA would
cater to each student’s indi-
vidual need as per his pace,
innate ability, aptitude and
interest. A restricted sec-
tion strength, a positive
teacher—taught ratio and a
curriculum, based on ‘con-
cept planning’, ‘mentor-
ship’ and ‘Portfolio’ sharing
process, make the KVA
model, unique and chal-
lenging. Mr Das puts in the
need of the hour, so that
KVA reaches new heights of
achievement and outcomes.
We wish Mr Das and KVA,
all the best in their flight to
flourish!

Abijit Das takes over as Principal KVA

Raipur,
May 17:
S o u t h
b a s e d
Himalaya
Wellness
Company
o r g a n -
ized a vir-
tual inter-

view thru Google meet
for the students of B
Pharmacy final year of
Columbia Institute of
Pharmacy.

The entire virtual
process was conducted
by Regional H R
Manager South Pradeep
Sankar Kadam and his
team.

The interview team se-
lected Dumeshwar Sahu,

Manjusha Sahu. Renu
Sharma, Kajal
Dewangan Nidhi
Chandrawanshi and
Shreya Jain & they also
shortlisted Lokesh Patel,
Suraj Banjare, Pavan
Kumar, Akant Kumar
Verma and Biplav
Dwivedi for the post.

The entire process was
co-ordinated by  Mr.
Atanu Bhattacharya,
Training & Placement
Officer of the institu-
tion.

Mr. Kishore Jadwani &
Mr. Harjeet Singh Hura
from the management,
Principal Dr. Amit Roy
congratulated the select-
ed students and wished
them a bright future.

Columbia students selected
in Himalaya Wellness

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, May 17: Students
of Naxal infected areas
have excelled in the 10th-
12th board examination of
Chhattisgarh Board of
Secondary Education.
Students from these areas
have achieved more suc-
cess in comparison to
urban areas. In remote
areas, the students  have
performed well by beating
Corona and have earned
success. Surguja has the

highest number of 90.76
candidates passed in the
12th examination.
Whereas in 12th, the low-
est 64.54 percent children
have passed in the Gaurela
Pendra Marwahi area.
76.67 percent students chil-
dren have passed here in
Raipur. Similarly, if we
look at the class 10th data,
87.30 percent students
have passed in Sukma and
87.49 percent in
Dantewada. According to
experts, the reason is less

effect of corona in Naxal-
affected areas and people
more aware here

This time the School
Education Department
has awarded bonus marks
to three thousand 214 stu-
dents including 1571 in
high school examination
and 1643 in higher second-
ary. According to the deci-
sion taken by the Board,
this time it has been decid-
ed not to add bonus marks
to the merit list. This year
the provisional merit list

has been prepared leaving
the bonus marks. Earlier
the merit list was released
after adding bonus marks
in the 2020 examination
which was opposed.

Chhattisgarh School
Education Minister Dr.
Premsai Singh Tekam
said, in view of the corona
epidemic, in the main ex-
amination of 2022, all rec-
ognized institutions were
made examination cen-
ters so that physical dis-
tance could be followed.
This year the result has
improved and extend best
wishes to the students.

BKS Ray, Educationist
said, the result is better.
Children have studied
even during the Corona
period.

This time the board
took the offline exam.
Therefore this result
should be considered sat-
isfactory. It is a good sign
that children have become
more aware in Naxal-af-
fected areas.

‘Students of rural areas outperforms urban areas’
In the state 10th-
12th board exami-
nation 

Students of Naxal
infected areas have
excelled in the 10th-
12th board exami-
nation of
Chhattisgarh Board
of Secondary
Education

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, May 17: An
amount of Rs 11.93 crore
has been allocated from the
State Disaster Response
Fund to provide financial
grant assistance to the de-

pendents of persons who
died of Covid-19 in differ-
ent districts of the state by
the Revenue and Disaster
Management Department
of Chhattisgarh
Government. Instructions
have been given to the col-

lectors to make the pay-
ment of grant-in-aid
amount in the bank ac-
count of the dependents
through DBT. Rs 

5 crore for Raipur dis-
trict, Rs 45 lakh for
Balodabazar, Rs 8 lakh 50

thousand for Gariaband,
Rs 50 lakh for Dhamtari, Rs
70 for Mahasamund to pro-
vide financial assistance
grant from the State
Disaster Fund to the de-
pendents of those who died
of Covid 19.

Rs 11.93 cr allocated to the dependents

Bilaspur/Masturi, May 17: 

Scores of BJP workers
were on Monday briefly
detained in Bilaspur dur-
ing their statewide ‘jail
bharo’ protest against a
state government circular
issued last month regard-
ing permission for holding
agitations, demonstra-
tions and other public
events.

The opposition BJP
claimed the 19-point guide-
lines issued by the
Bhupesh Baghel govern-
ment violated the rights of
citizens to stage protests
and dubbed the norms as a
‘black-law’.

In Bilaspur, all the re-
gional MLAs and BJP
leaders staged dharna
along with the workers
from their respective
areas, while thousands of
BJP workers under the
leadership of Masturi
MLA took to the road and
protested at Nehru
Chowk.

After the demonstration
continued for two hours,
the police arrested former
minister and leader of op-
position Dharamlal
Kaushik, former minister
Amar Agarwal, Masturi
MLA Dr. Krishnamurti
Bandhi, former

Chairperson Women’s
Commission Harshita
Pandey, Beltara MLA
Rajneesh Singh,
Bhupendra Savanni dis-
trict president Ramdev
Kumawat, and about 2000
party workers.

Masturi MLAs had
reached the dharna site
before the scheduled time,
after which they contacted
the workers and called
them to the dharna site.
Around thousands of
workers from the five divi-
sions of the Masturi
Vidhan Sabha participat-
ed in the sit-in and shouted
slogans in protest against
the state government.

Barricading by police:
To stop the demonstra-

tors, the police had erected
barricades at various
places. Entire Nehru
Chowk was transformed
into a police cantonment
zone. BJP workers ar-
rived at the protest site
and took out their anger
against the Bhupesh gov-
ernment, breaking the
barricades and during this

there was minor scuffle
between BJP workers and
Bilaspur police. The police
tried to stop the BJP work-
ers before entering the
Collectorate premises.
After the arrest, everyone
were released on bond. In
Janjgir, the BJP workers
marching towards the
Collectorate broke the bar-
ricades and were arrested
by the police. BJP workers
protested in Gaurela and
court arrest. Hundreds of
workers gathered in the
district BJP office and
took out a rally from there
and started moving to
gherao the Collectorate.
During this, the police had
made strict security
arrangements. The work-
ers were stopped from pro-
ceeding. All the workers
were arrested even before
the collectorate. He was
then taken to a temporary
jail. Even during this, the
workers kept raising slo-
gans against the state gov-
ernment. The BJP workers
breaking the barricade,
were taken into arrest and

sent to a temporary jail.
In Janjgir, BJP leaders

demonstrated on the
streets, calling the govern-
ment order a murder of
democracy. Hundreds of
leaders and workers pres-
ent at Kutchery Chowk
raised slogans against the
state government. During
this, the workers climbed
the barricade and broke it.
During this, there was a
minor scuffle between the
policemen and the workers.
In this, Additional
Superintendent of Police
Anil Soni fell down and suf-
fered a leg injury. After
this the police arrested the
activists. They were
brought them to a tempo-
rary jail set up in BD
Mahant Balodyan.

Opposing this decision,
an order was also issued by
the Home Department re-
cently. In this, a guideline
has been issued regarding
programme like dharnas,
private, public programs,
religious, political pro-
grams, processions, rallies,
hunger strikes. In this, all
the Collectors and SPs of
the state were directed. It
has been said that all public
agitations, dharna demon-
strations, political pro-
grams etc. will no longer be
allowed to be organized
without permission from
the district administration.
BJP is opposing this deci-
sion of the government.

Thousands of BJP workers court arrest 
As part of BJP’s Jail
Bharo Andolan



Pandaria, May 17: The re-
sult of the Class 10th Board
exam of Government High
School, Somnapur Naya
was 94%. In this School, the
SC, ST and OBC students
from around 10 villages of
the region come to study
and the strength of girls is
higher. Here apart from
studies, due attention is
being paid towards sports,
Yoga, and variety of other
competitions, educational
activities and variety of
competitions. The highest of
the marks were secured by

Pankaj Kumar Sahu with
97.33% and he secured 7th
place all over the state and
brought laurels to his school
and district.

In the same way Yatri
Patel secured 94.83%;
Jayanti Sahu with 93.17%;
Lalita Sahu with 91.8% and
Nandini Sahu secured
90.1%. Out of total 119 stu-
dents, 80 students passed in
first division; 31 in Second
and 3 students got supple-
mentary and 3 got failed and
5 students remained absent.
The Principal of the School

Santosh Kumar Sahu, lec-
turer YK Gurudiwan,
Mahendra Kumar, Jyoti
Dhruv, Shakun Patle, head
master PS Rathore, Pukhraj
Singh, Pratima Sharma,
Santoshi Sakhina,
Ramayan Singh, education-
al co-ordinator Shatruhan
Prasad Dadsena, President
Shala vikas Samiti Bhanu

Sahu, Sarpanch Bhupendra
Patel have expressed happi-
ness on such good school re-
sults and extended greeting
to all those who passed with
flying colours and also
boosted morale of those
who got supplementary and
failed and urged them to try
once against with hard
work and dedication.
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Jagdalpur, May 17:

It was on call by the BJP
state leadership all the BJP
party workers and leaders
staged massive protest and
demonstration against the
black-laws of the Bhupesh
Baghel to suppress demo-
cratic rights of protest by
his government and this
was protested in all seven
districts of Bastar div. viz.
Jagdalpur, Narayanpur,
Dantewada, Bijapur,
Sukma, Kanker and
Kondagaon. BJPians took
out a rally from the dharna
venue and went out to
gherao the Collector’s of-
fice, but they were stopped
midway itself by the Police
who have constructed bar-
ricades. On this they en-
tered into minor scuffle
with the police and seemed
to be agitating and trying
to move out barricades
from the place, but failed
in their attempt. In this

dharna, protest, former
Minister and BJP State
spokesman Kedar Kashyap
said that the people will
just not tolerate conditions
like that of ‘emergency’ by
the Congress government
in the state. Citing former
AICC National President
Rahul Gandhi, Kashyap
said that he also asks
whether permission will

be required to stage protest
in the country and it seems
as if he has not read
Baghel’s new black-law for
the same. He charged that
Rahul is making state-
ments in order to defame
BJP, but it is he himself
who has introduced the
black-law required for
staging any protest or
holding any demonstra-

tion. Kashyap charged
that Congress government
in state is in state of fear,
which is making efforts to
quash any such protest or
movement which goes
against it. Speaking fur-
ther Kashyap charged that
the Congress government
in the state is trying to cre-
ate a fearful atmosphere
and making efforts to

snatch away the funda-
mental rights of the citi-
zens. Today the BJP played
bugle against such oppres-
sive, suppressive  and anti-
democratic methods by the
ruling party to suppress
any protest against it.
Contrary to this, he
charged that atrocities and
crime is on the rise in the
state and added that now
time has come to free the
people from such pro-sup-
pressive government. In
last three years, the people
have been fooled in the
name of promises, mas-
sive corruption and cheat-
ing at all levels and is ques-
tioning that the very prom-
ises with which the
Congress government
came to power have been
lost into oblivion. Rather
the government is passing
such laws becoming fear-
ful of its likely outcome
and to which the BJP will
protest at all levels.

BJP stage massive protest, court arrest
In protest against black-laws of Cong govt

BBaaiikkuunntthhppuurr  ((KKoorreeaa)),,  MMaayy  1177::
In remote forest area of Ugyav
with population 1600, now the
people will not have to go out
for health services. A newly
constructed Sub-Health Centre
(SHC) in Gram Ugyav under
Sonhat Block headquarter’s will
be provided better health serv-
ices to residents of 5 villages
nearby. The villagers who had
come for health treatment in
SHC informed that earlier for
small diseases they have to go
to CHC Sonhat or to district
hospital Baikunthpur. In these
villages with lack of connectivi-
ty, there used to be problems
during medical emergencies
and it was just a challenge for
everyone to reach health centre
on time. In such a remote area,
with SHC in the village, the peo-
ple are now getting better
health services. In this health
centre, apart from treatment of
minor diseases, they are also
being provided with institution-

al delivery.
SSoo  ffaarr  2266  ssaaffee  ddeelliivveerriieess  ddoonnee

iinn  SSHHCC
So far a total of 26 safe deliv-

eries of pregnant women have
been done in this SHC. The vil-
lagers informed that earlier the
biggest problem here was that
of safe delivery and they either
have to be taken to Ramgarh or
CHS Sonhat for delivery. Many
a times, failing to reach health

centre generally used to act as
big threat to life of both mother
and child. But with opening of
SHC, they can now come for
regular check up and will help
in ensuring safe institutional
delivery. In the year 2021, there
is no casualty of expected
mother under mother mortality
rate. In addition to this better
treatment is being offered for
general diseases.

Villagers getting better
health facilities now

After opening of SHC in Gram Ugyav

MMaahhaassaammuunndd,,  MMaayy  1177::

Parliamentary Secretary and
MLA Vinod Sewanlal
Chandrakar laid stone for con-
struction of water tank and lay-
ing of water pipeline in Bhava
and Saraipali (Bhatgaon)
around of Jhalap-Patewa at the
cost of Rs 75 lakh here on
Monday. During this he also
assured to meet up the
demands of the villagers.
Under ‘Jal-Jeewan Mission’ in
Gram Panchayat Bhava and
Saraipali, a foundation stone
programme was organised for
construction of water tank and
laying and expansion of water
pipelines. The Chief Guest of
the function was MLA and
Parliamentary Secretary Vinod
S Chandrakar and it was
chaired by District Panchayat
V-P Laxman Patel. Special
guest on the occasion was
Janpad member Dhasu Diwan,

Khilawan Sahu, Dara Sahu,
Hemant Dadsena, Dilip
Chandrakar, Alok Nayak, Daga
Sahu, Khom Sinha, Naresh
Agrawal, Raman Singh Thakur,
Pokhan Chandrakar, Yadram
and others. 
It is after performing prayers
and rituals, MLA VS
Chandrakar laid the stone for
water tank and expansion of
water pipeline in Gram

Panchayat Bhava and Saraipali
(Bhatgaon). 
VS Chandrakar in his address
said that it is under leadership
of CM Bhupesh Baghel and for
overall development of people
of the region, the state govern-
ment is making all possible
efforts. It is with the efforts of
the state government that the
pace of development is high.
He said that for the first time in

state there is a CM hailing from
Chhattisgarh itself, who along
with state is working on uplift-
ment and betterment of farm-
ers, labourers and others. It is
by understanding the pain and
woes of farmers, labourers,
youth, women and others that
policies are formulated and on
its implementation the labour-
ers, farmers and others are
happy. It is taking decisions in
favour of the farmers that it
has brought great amount of
relief to them. 
On this occasion Sarpanch
Vimla Sahu, Lakhan Sahu, Raju
Sahu, Rajkumar Thakur,
Saurabh Soni, Hariram
Mongre, Vijay Laxmi, Nohar
Dhruv, Umashankar Patel,
Mohit Diwan, Kumar Bariha,
Shekhar Sahu, Mohan Dhruv,
Kanhaiya Kewat, Rohit
Chouhan, Thansingh Diwan,
Narayan Diwan and others
were present.

Massive devp in state under CM’s leadership: Vinod
MLA lays stone for water tank and pipeline work

Medha (Dongargarh), May 17:

Rajiv Yuwa Mitan Club
(RYMC) has been formed in
Gram Panchayat Patpar
under Dongargarh block
here on Monday. It is on
reaching of consensus with
all, Tejeshwar Sahu was ap-
pointed as the President;
Lalit Kanwar as V-P; Ved
Narayan Sahu as Secretary;
Lokesh Thakur as
Treasurer; Yashoda Sahu

as Asst. Secy.; Members of
RYMC are - Hirdelal Sahu,
Jeewarakhan Sahu,
Churaman Sahu, Gautam
Sahu, Dushyant Verma,
Badri Sahu, Rajeshwari
Sinha, Jai Sahu, Aman
Sahu, Sunil Sahu, Ranjit
Kawar, Mehtar Das Sahu.
On this occasion Sarpanch
Kishan Kanwar, Gram
Panchayat Sachiv applied
‘tilak’ to all and extended
greetings to them.

RYMC formed
in Gram Patpar

Nandini-Ahiwara, May 17:

It was on call by the BJP
office, ‘Jail Bharo Andolan’
was held at Nandini-
Ahirwara here on Monday
and in this BJP party work-
ers and leaders in large
number court arrest. It is
notable here that the very
decision of seeking per-
mission to hold dharna
and protest by the
Congress government in
the state has been termed
as ‘undeclared emergency’
in the state. To protest this
‘black-law’, all the BJP

leaders and party workers
of Durg district court ar-
rest and in this party work-
ers from Ahirwara and
Jewara, Sirsa too were
present. This mainly in-
cluded state working com-
mittee member Dau Anand
Tamrakar, Ahirwara
Mandal President Liman
Sahu, Jewara-Sirsa
Mandal President Liman
Sahu, Samir Dahare,
Ahirwara Yuwa Morcha
Mandal Gen.Secy. Rahul
Chandel, Nagar V-P Sahil
Khan and other workers
were present.

BJP workers of Ahiwara,
Jewara-Sirsa court arrest

Govt High School Somnapur Naya result is 94%

Bijapur, May 17: Under
the guidance and instruc-
tions of District Collector
Rajendra Kumar Katara,
the first workshop was or-
ganized under ‘Children in
India’ programme.
Departmental officers in-
cluding Deputy Collector
Omkareshwar Singh were
present in the workshop.
Health, Education, Women
and Child Development
Departments were present
in the said workshop, apart
from 50 activists of NITI
Aayog and Gandhi Fellows
of Piramil Foundation
were present.

The workshop was start-
ed by Atriya Bhanja,
Regional Program
Coordinator of Cure
International. While shar-

ing the objective of the
Children in India program
in detail, he said that
under the ‘Children in
India’ program all the dif-
ferently abled people of the
district would be surveyed
and necessary initiatives
will be taken in the direc-
tion of their rehabilitation
including supply of assis-
tive devices as per the re-
quirement.

Gandhi Fellow Shri
Sagar Gajbhiye encour-
aged through Chetna Geet
and detailed information
was given by Dr. Soni
about the identification of
Divyangjans. To motivate
the workers, a motivation-
al video titled ‘Hum Chale
to Hindustan Chale’ was
also shown.

Workshop organised under
‘Children in India’ prog

HUNGER STRIKE

Tibetans in exile hold placards during a day-long hunger strike organised by Central
Tibetan Womens Association and Regional Tibetan Womens Association, demanding
the release of 11th Panchen Lama and his family, who were abducted by Chinese 
authorities 27 years ago, at Mcleodganj, in Dharamshala, Tuesday.

TRAFFIC ON DND

Heavy traffic on the DND near Ashram, in New Delhi, Tuesday.

Karnataka HM affirms strict implementation of ‘Anti-Conversion’ law
Bengaluru, May 17 (PTI):

Affirming the
Karnataka government’s
commitment to strict im-
plementation of the pro-
posed “anti-conversion
law”, state Home Minister
Araga Jnanendra on
Tuesday said it is not
against any religion, but
religious conversion by
force or through induce-
ment has no place under
the legislation.

Trying to allay the fears
of the Christian communi-
ty, the Minister clarified
that there is nothing in the
proposed legislation that
curtails the constitutional-
ly provided religious
rights. Last week, the
Karnataka cabinet had de-
cided to promulgate an or-
dinance to give effect to
the contentious law
against religious conver-
sions, and it is now before

the Governor for his as-
sent.

‘The Karnataka
Protection of Right to
Freedom of Religion Bill’
was passed by the
Legislative Assembly in
December last year.
However, it is pending for
passage in the Legislative
Council, where the ruling
BJP is one short of majori-
ty. The ordinance, which
contains all the elements
of the bill passed by the as-
sembly, will come into ef-
fect after the Governor’s

assent, and it is likely to
remain effective until the
government passes the bill
in the Legislative Council,
during the next legislature
session.

Strongly defending the
ordinance, the Minister
said this step was taken
aimed at maintaining
peace and order in the so-
ciety.

Taking note of
Christian community
leaders meeting Governor
Thaawarchand Gehlot on
Monday with a memoran-
dum opposing the anti
conversion law, he said,
“there is no proposal in
this proposed legislation
that curtails the constitu-
tionally provided religious
rights.” Archbishop of
Bengaluru Peter Machado
in the memorandum had
appealed to the Governor
to refrain from giving as-
sent to the Protection of

Religious Freedom
Ordinance proposed by
the Government of
Karnataka. Pointing out
that the bill was discussed
in detail in the assembly
and an MLA (Goolihatti
Shekar of BJP) had illus-
trated about the divide
that religious conversion
has brought in his family,
Jnanendra said, “once the
ordinance gets approval, it
will be implemented effec-
tively.” Reminding that the
Congress had plans to
bring in the anti conver-
sion bill in the past, he
said, “our government has
not only strengthened it,
but is committed to strict-
ly implementing it.”

During the passage of
the bill in the Assembly,
Jnanendra had said that
eight states have passed or
were implementing such a
law, and Karnataka would
become the ninth one.
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Misadventure
i New Delhi: The

Supreme Court on
Tuesday imposed an
exemplary cost of Rs 8
lakh on two advocates,
who had filed a plea
on the issue of traffic
density, air pollution
and emission norms.
A three-judge bench
headed by Justice L
Nageswara Rao said
this is not a moot
court competition and
dismissed the plea.
You have seen the
order of the NGT and
every other order and
still you are filing this
petition. Are you sure
about this?” the bench
said. Two advocates
who are practising in
the Supreme Court
have entered into this
misadventure. We
warned them about
this. An exemplary
cost of Rs 8 lakh is im-
posed on the petition-
er. The registry will
not entertain any writ
petition by the advo-
cate, the bench also
comprising Justices B
R Gavai and A S
Bopanna said.

Partly cloudy sky
i New Delhi: The mini-

mum temperature in
Delhi settled at 27.5 de-
grees Celsius on
Tuesday, a notch
above normal, amid a
forecast of partly
cloudy sky with possi-
bility of thunder and
lightning later in the
day. The relative hu-
midity at 8:30 AM on
Tuesday stood at 57
per cent, according to
data shared by the
India Meteorological
Department (IMD).
Partly cloudy sky had
led to a marginal dip
in the maximum tem-
perature in Delhi on
Monday though it was
still two to four notch-
es above normal. At
the Safdarjung
Observatory, Delhi’s
base station, the maxi-
mum temperature set-
tled at 42.4 degrees
Celsius, two notches
above normal. It was
45.6 degrees Celsius,
the highest this year
so far, on Sunday.

Teenage boy drowns
i Damoh: A 15-year-

old boy drowned
while taking bath in
a river with his
friends in Madhya
Pradesh’s Damoh
district, police said
on Tuesday. Two of
his friends were res-
cued after the three
of them, all residents
of Devra Jamsa vil-
lage, entered the
Vyarama river and
got trapped in the
deep waters on
Monday afternoon,
Gaisabad police sta-
tion in-charge
Arvind Singh Lodhi
said. The deceased
was identified as
Abhay Patel, he
added.

2 girls die
i Chhindwara: Two

minor girls died and
15 other people took
ill after suspected
food poisoning at a
marriage function in
Madhya Pradesh’s
Chhindwara district,
a health official said
on Tuesday. Some peo-
ple in Kodia village,
located about 90 km
from the district head-
quarters, had food at
the wedding function
on Monday night fol-
lowing which they
started complaining
of vomiting and loose
motions, Pandhurna
civil hospital’s Dr
Vineet Shrivastava
said. Two minor girls,
Palak (8) and Akshara
(11), died during treat-
ment, he said, adding
that out of the 15 oth-
ers who fell sick, the
condition of two was
serious, the official
said.

Guwahati/Haflong, May 17 (PTI):

Around 2 lakh people in
20 districts of Assam have
been affected by floods,
with the hill district of
Dima Hasao getting cut off
from the rest of the state
after landslides triggered
by incessant rain snapped
rail and road links, an offi-
cial bulletin said on
Monday. Two flood-related

deaths were reported in
Cachar district, while
three fatalities due to land-
slides were earlier record-
ed in Dima Hasao.

Around 1,97,248 people
have been affected by the
deluge, with Hojai and
Cachar being the worst hit
with 78,157 and 51,357 peo-
ple affected population re-
spectively, the Assam State
Disaster Management

Authority (ASDMA) bul-
letin said.

Altogether 652 villages
in 46 revenue circles in 20
districts have been affect-
ed so far, it said.

Around 55 relief camps
have been opened in seven
districts, sheltering 32,959
people. Another 12 relief
distribution centres are
also operational in differ-
ent affected districts.

National Disaster
Response Force (NDRF),
State Disaster Response
Force (SDRF), Fire and
Emergency Services, be-
sides locals, have been car-
rying out rescue opera-
tions in the flood-hit areas.

Embankments have
been breached at 16 loca-
tions in different districts
in the last 24 hours.

Roads, bridges and
houses have been complet-
ed or partially damaged in
several areas.

Floods affect nearly 
2 lakh people in Assam

Mumbai, May 17:

Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh on Tuesday launched
two indigenously built war-
ships ‘Surat’ and ‘Udaygiri’
at the Mazagon Docks in
Mumbai.

This is the first time that
the two indigenously built
warships have been
launched concurrently, the
Mazgaon Dock Shipbuilders
Ltd (MDL) said. The MDL is

a premier ship and subma-
rine building defence public
sector undertaking.

‘Surat’ is the fourth ship
of Project 15B Destroyers,
which heralds a significant
makeover of the P15A
(Kolkata Class) destroyers,
and is named after the com-
mercial capital of Gujarat
and also the second largest
commercial hub of western
India after Mumbai, the
Navy said.

Rajnath launches 2
indigenously built warships

New Delhi, May 17 (PTI):

The Supreme Court on
Tuesday agreed to consider
listing for hearing corporate
fraud investigating agency
SFIO’s plea challenging a
Delhi High Court order stay-
ing the investigation into
nine companies related to the
Sahara Group.

A bench comprising Chief
Justice N V Ramana and
Justice Hima Kohli was told
by Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta that there was some
apprehension on the part of
the petitioner (SFIO) with re-
gard to another bench recent-
ly staying a look out circular
against Sahara Group chief
Subrata Roy.

The Serious Fraud
Investigation Office, a statu-

tory corporate fraud investi-
gating agency, had filed an
appeal in the apex court
against the December 13, 2021
order of the Delhi High
Court staying all subsequent
actions and proceedings, in-
cluding coercive measures
and look out notices, against
the Sahara group chief and
others.

The petitioner SFIO has
filed the plea against the final
judgement of the Delhi High
Court whereby the high
court erroneously granted
interim relief to Respondents
1 to 3 by staying the opera-
tion, implementation and ex-
ecution of the investigation
orders dated October 31, 2018
and October 27, 2020 passed
by the Central government
and stayed all subsequent ac-

tions and proceedings initiat-
ed pursuant thereof includ-
ing coercive proceedings and
look out notices issued
against the respondents, the
SFIO said in an application
seeking urgent hearing of its
appeal..

The proceedings have been
stayed which seriously preju-
dice the ongoing investiga-
tion, it said.

The high court had also
stayed the operation and im-
plementation of two orders
of the SFIO for investigation
into nine companies related
to the Sahara Group. It had
said the petitioners Sahara
Housing Investment
Corporation Ltd and others
have made out a prima facie
case for the grant of interim
relief and the balance of con-

venience is also in their
favour; if the interim relief
is not granted, irreparable
loss shall be caused to them.

The high court had also is-
sued notice to the Centre and
asked it to file response to the
petition.

The court stayed the
Centre’s October 31, 2018 and
October 27, 2020 orders. “...
We hereby stay the operation,
implementation and execu-
tion of the orders dated
October 31, 2018 and October
27, 2020, passed by the respon-
dents as well as subsequent
actions and proceedings ini-
tiated pursuant thereto, in-
cluding coercive proceedings
and look-out notices, qua the
petitioners herein, till the
next date of hearing,” the
high court had said.

SC to consider hearing SFIO’s plea against
Delhi HC relief to Sahara group firms

Thane, May 17 (PTI):

Union minister and
RPI(A) chief Ramdas
Athawale has asked MNS
head Raj Thackeray to apol-
ogise to North Indians be-
fore visiting Ayodhya in
Uttar Pradesh next month.

Talking to reporters on
Monday during his visit
here, Athawale also said
that Maharashtra needs a
Brahmin chief minister.

Union minister and sen-
ior BJP leader Raosaheb
Danve had also earlier this
month said he wishes to see
a Brahmin community
member as the chief minis-
ter of Maharashtra, cur-
rently headed by Shiv
Sena’s Uddhav Thackeray.

Recently, BJP MP Brij
Bhushan Sharan Singh op-
posed Raj Thackeray’s pro-

posed visit to Ayodhya on
June 5 and warned that he
will not be allowed to enter
the Uttar Pradesh city till
he tendered a public apolo-
gy for “humiliating” North
Indians.

The MNS, in its initial
years, championed the
cause of ‘Marathi Manoos’,
and had launched an agita-
tion in 2008 during which
candidates from North
India who arrived at
Kalyan near here to take a
railway exam were assault-
ed.

Last month, Raj
Thackeray demanded that
loudspeakers be removed
from mosques in
Maharashtra, a stand
which the main opposition
BJP supported.

Athawale said, “Before
going to Ayodhya, Raj

Thackeray should apolo-
gise to North Indians.”

The RPI(A) leader also
said that Maharashtra
needs a “Brahmin chief
minister”. (Senior BJP
leader) Devendra Fadnavis
was the right choice for the
top post in the state, he
claimed.

The Union minister also
claimed that the Shiv Sena
made a “grave mistake” by
aligning with the Congress
and NCP to form govern-
ment in Maharashtra.

Athawale, whose party is
a constituent of the NDA
government at the Centre,
said his outfit will contest
the 2024 Maharashtra
Assembly elections in al-
liance with the BJP, and ex-
pressed confidence that
they will win the polls and
come to power.

Raj Thackeray should apologise to North
Indians before Ayodhya visit: Athawale

New Delhi, May 17 (PTI):

The Delhi High Court
on Tuesday said it will
hear on May 26 a plea by
JNU student Sharjeel
Imam, who has been ar-
rested in a case related to
alleged inflammatory
speeches made by him
during the protests
against the Citizenship
Amendment Act and the
National Register of
Citizens in 2019, seeking
interim bail.

Imam has sought bail
citing the Supreme
Court’s order to keep in
abeyance proceedings in
all sedition cases in the
country.

As a bench of Justices
Siddharth Mridul and
Rajnish Bhatnagar did not
assemble on Tuesday, the

application has been listed
for hearing next week.

Imam has filed an appli-
cation seeking interim
bail in his already pend-
ing bail plea.

The application, filed
through advocates Talib
Mustafa, Ahmad Ibrahim,
and Kartik Venu, said the
trial court’s order reject-
ing his bail is primarily
based on the premise that
the special court had no
power to grant bail under
Section 437 of the CrPC in
view of the limitations im-
posed therein, once the
court had by a separate
order, sought it fit to frame
sedition charges against
Imam.

In view of the Supreme
Court’s directions, the
hindrance raised by the
special court in the im-

pugned order stands obvi-
ated, and observations
surrounding the offence
under section 124A (pun-
ishment for sedition) IPC
cannot be taken into con-
sideration in the proceed-
ings against the appellant
(Imam) pending the final
outcome of the constitu-
tional challenges to the
section. Dehors the issue
of Section 124-A IPC, the
case against the appellant
stands significantly dilut-
ed and improves his case
for securing bail, the plea
said.

It said Imam has been
incarcerated for nearly 28
months whereas the maxi-
mum punishment for the
offences, not including
124A IPC, is punishable up
to a maximum of seven
years of imprisonment.

HC to hear on May 26 Sharjeel Imam’s interim bail
plea based on SC order on sedition

Bhubaneswar, May 17 (PTI):

Odisha Mining
Corporation (OMC) an-
nounced that it will set up
five model schools and a
skill academy in its opera-
tion area.OMC signed an
agreement with Odisha
Adarsha Vidyalaya
Sangathan to set up five
‘Mining Adarsha
Vidyalayas’. Besides, it
signed a MoU with the
Department of Technical
Education and Training to
establish the Skill
Academy at ITI, Koira.

The corporation will
spend Rs 208 crore to set
up the Adarsha
Vidyalayas in OMC min-
ing areas and invest Rs 30
crore annually to run
these institutions, officials
said. Chief Minister

Naveen Patnaik said OMC
has pioneered many devel-
opmental initiatives, steer-
ing positive changes in im-
proving the quality of life
of the people.

“Its efforts in support-
ing the state in its fight
against COVID-19 pandem-
ic, are highly commend-
able. Be it sports, health,
education or be it periph-
ery development, the OMC
has always put its focused
efforts for excellence,” he
said. Patnaik said that
OMC has achieved over 30
million tonne ore produc-
tion in 2021-22 fiscal with a
turnover of Rs 17,000
crore. At the programme
on Monday, Patnaik also
operationalised three iron
ore mines at Bansapani,
Unchabali and
Khndabandha.

Odisha Mining Corp to set up
skill academy, 5 schools

People stand near a landslide hit area following a heavy
rainfall in Dima Hasao district of Assam, Tuesday.
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PROTEST RALLY 

Protesters stage a rally to oppose a planned visit by U.S. President Joe Biden near the
U.S. Embassy in Seoul, South Korea, Tuesday. Biden will arrive in South Korea on
Friday for a three-day visit to hold a summit with South Korean President Yoon Suk
Yeol. The signs read Withdrawal of the U.S. troops and No War. 

FARMERS PROTEST

Farmers shout slogans as they display oil palm fruits during a protest near the presi-
dential palace in Jakarta, Indonesia, Tuesday. Dozens of palm oil farmers staged the
rally urging the government to lift the ban on palm oil exports, saying that it has
caused significant drop to their income.

BRIEF
UK awards

London: A London-
based organisation
assisting Indian stu-
dents with their
needs in a foreign
country, including
during the pandemic
lockdowns, and a
New Delhi-based ar-
tificial intelligence
(AI) enabled educa-
tion marketplace are
among worldwide ed-
ucational bodies
shortlisted for presti-
gious higher educa-
tion awards in the
UK. The National
Indian Students and
Alumni Union
(NISAU) UK is in the
running in three cat-
egories of the 2022
PIEoneer Awards, as
Association of the
Year, Student
Support Award and
Outstanding
Contribution to the
Industry for its
founder and chair
Sanam Arora.

No-trust motion 
Colombo: A no-con-
fidence motion
tabled by the
Opposition against
Sri Lankan
President Gotabaya
Rajapaksa was de-
feated in Parliament
on Tuesday, media
reports said. The
motion by
Opposition Tamil
National Alliance
(TNA) MP M A
Sumanthiran to sus-
pend Parliament’s
standing orders in
order to debate an
expression of dis-
pleasure over
President
Rajapaksa was de-
feated with 119 MPs
voting against it,
the Economy Next
newspaper report-
ed. Only 68 MPs
voted in favour of
the motion, it said.

Arrested
Tehran: Iran’s state
TV on Tuesday con-
firmed the arrest of
two French citizens,
saying they met with
protesting teachers
and took part in an
anti-government
rally. The report
identified the two as
Cecile Kohler, 37, and
Chuck Paris, 69, and
said they were not on
a tourist visit to Iran.
France had earlier
identified the two as
a teachers’ union of-
ficial and her part-
ner on vacation in
Iran.

Clashes 
Cairo: Clashes
erupted Tuesday be-
tween rival militias
in the Libyan capi-
tal of Tripoli follow-
ing the arrival of
one of the country’s
rival prime minis-
ters there with the
expectation to seat
his government.
Prime Minister
Fathi Bashagha’s of-
fice said in a terse
statement that he
arrived in Tripoli
with a number of
ministers from his
Cabinet three
months after his ap-
pointment to lead
an interim adminis-
tration in the crisis-
stricken nation.

Sandstorm 
Tehran: Schools
and government of-
fices closed in the
Iranian capital on
Tuesday and else-
where in the coun-
try after yet another
sandstorm blanket-
ed Tehran, state TV
reported. The re-
port said the air
quality was very
poor and that the
pollution from the
dust was high. It
was the third severe
sandstorm in Iran
since mid-April.

Washington, May 17 (PTI):

The US is better posi-
tioned than any other
country to lead the world
in the 21st century,
President Joe Biden has
said, expressing hope that
Americans will work to-
gether to find a common
ground to make it a more
just, prosperous and se-
cure nation, as it cele-
brates Asian Heritage
month.

Biden said this in a let-
ter to Boston-based Indian-
American social worker
Abhishek Singh, the presi-
dent of the Federation of
Indian Association (FIA),
New England.

Our country faces many

challenges, and the road
we will travel together will
be one of the most difficult
in our history. Despite
these tough times, I have
never been more opti-
mistic for the future of
America,” Biden wrote.

I believe we are better
positioned than any coun-
try in the world to lead in
the 21st century not just by

the example of our power
but by the power of our ex-
ample, Biden wrote in a re-
cent letter to Singh.

In his letter to Singh,
Biden pledged to be a
President for all
Americans.

I am confident that we
can work together to find
common ground to make
America a more just, pros-
perous, and secure nation,
he wrote.

Singh along with FIA in
New York and New Jersey
last week launched the
community celebration of
Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav
at the US Capitol, attended
by more than a dozen-and-
a-half lawmakers.

The event was attended

by hundreds of Indian-
Americans and at least 21
US lawmakers from across
states.

Prominent among them
were Senator Cory Booker,
and several other con-
gressmen and women, in-
cluding Raja
Krishnamoorthi, Frank
Pallone, David Cicilline,
Sheila Jackson Lee, Mijie
Sherrill, Tom Malinowski,
Abigail Spanberger,
Vincente Gonzalez, Susie
Lee, Hakeem Sekou
Jeffries, Grace Meng,
Debrah Ross, Adriano
Espaill, Jim McGovern,
Matt Cartwright, and Jim
Langevin. Many congress-
men issued a citation con-
gratulating the FIA.

America better positioned to lead
the world in 21st century:  Biden 

Colombo, May 17:

Amid the ongoing cri-
sis in Sri Lanka, Ashok
Vatika of the Ramayana
fame located in Nuwara
Eliya of the island nation,
which is also known as
Sita Amman Temple, is
facing the financial
crunch.

The temple manage-
ment is facing a lot of dif-

ficulty amid the economic
meltdown. Temple chair-
man and Nuwara Eliya
Member of Parliament, V
Radhakrishnan ex-
pressed very serious con-
cern that the temple and
its staff are facing a tough
time to run the Sita Mata
Temple, in an exclusive
interview with ANI.

“Ashok Vatika played
an important role in

Ramayana, and many
devotees from India espe-
cially from North India
come here but no one is
coming now. It’s tough to
run the temple while its
development is depend-
ent on devotees and
tourists. Staff is also fac-
ing problems,” V
R a d h a k r i s h n a n ,
Chairman of Sita temple
told ANI.

“Tourists are afraid to
visit Sri Lanka right
now,” he further added. It
is mentioned in
Ramayana how Ravana
brought Sita and kept her
in Ashoka Vatika.

The economic condi-
tion is deteriorating in
Sri Lanka with shortages
of basic necessities, in-
cluding medicines, cook-
ing gas, fuel and food, be-
cause of a shortage of
hard currency to pay for
imports.

Ramayana’s ‘Ashok Vatika’ in
Lanka faces financial crunch

Seoul, May 17 (AP):

During more than a
decade as North Korea’s
leader, Kim Jong Un has
made self-reliance his gov-
erning lynchpin, shunning
international help and
striving instead for domes-
tic strategies to fix his bat-
tered economy.

But as an illness suspect-
ed to be COVID-19 sickens
hundreds of thousands of
his people, Kim stands at a
critical crossroad: Either
swallow his pride and re-
ceive foreign help to fight
the disease, or go it alone,
enduring potential huge fa-
talities that may under-
mine his leadership.

Kim Jong Un is in a
dilemma, a really huge
dilemma, said Lim Eul-
chul, a professor at
Kyungnam University’s
Institute for Far Eastern

Studies in Seoul. If he ac-
cepts US or Western assis-
tance, that can shake the
self-reliance stance that he
has steadfastly maintained
and public confidence in
him could be weakened.
Doing nothing, however,

could be calamitous. Since
acknowledging a COVID-19
outbreak last week, North
Korea has said an explo-
sively spreading fever has
killed 56 people and sick-
ened about 1.5 million oth-
ers. Outside observers sus-

pect most of those cases
were caused by the coron-
avirus.

Whatever North Korea’s
state-controlled media says
about those who are sick,
the outbreak is likely sever-
al times worse. North
Korea lacks sufficient
COVID-19 tests, and experts
say it is significantly un-
derstating deaths to avoid
possible public unrest that
could hurt Kim politically.

Some observers say the
stated death toll is low for a
country where most of the
26 million people are un-
vaccinated and medicine is
in short supply.

The North’s apparent un-
derreporting of deaths is
meant to defend Kim’s au-
thority as he faces the first
and biggest crisis of his
decade of rule, Nam Sung-
wook, a professor at Korea
University, said.

North Korea’s Kim faces ‘huge dilemma’
on aid as virus surges

New York, May 17 (PTI):

The US hopes India will
reconsider its decision to
ban wheat exports, with
Washington encouraging”
countries not to restrict
exports as that will exacer-
bate food shortages,
amidst Russia’s invasion
of Ukraine.

India, the world’s sec-
ond-biggest wheat produc-
er, has banned wheat ex-
ports in a bid to check
high domestic prices amid
concerns of wheat output
being hit by scorching
heat waves.

The decision would help
control retail prices of
wheat and wheat flour,
which have risen by an av-
erage 14-20 per cent in the

last one year, besides meet-
ing the foodgrain require-
ment of neighbouring and
vulnerable countries.

US Ambassador to the
UN Linda Thomas-
Greenfield, during a virtu-
al New York Foreign Press
Center briefing on

Monday, said: We have
seen the report of India’s
decision. We’re encourag-
ing countries not to re-
strict exports because we
think any restrictions on
exports will exacerbate
the food shortages .

But you’ve again, India

will be one of the coun-
tries participating in our
meeting at the Security
Council, and we hope that
they can, as they hear the
concerns being raised by
other countries, that they
would reconsider that po-
sition, she said.

Thomas-Greenfield was
responding to a question
on India’s decision to re-
strict wheat exports.

The US envoy said that
Ukraine used to be a
breadbasket for the devel-
oping world, but ever since
Russia started blocking
crucial ports and destroy-
ing civilian infrastructure
and grain silos, hunger sit-
uations in Africa and the
Middle East are getting
even more dire.

US hopes India would ‘reconsider’ its
decision to restrict wheat exports Beijing, May 17 (AP):

Elon Musk’s ties to
China through his role as
electric car brand Tesla’s
biggest shareholder could
add complexity to his bid
to buy Twitter.

Other companies that
want access to China give
in to pressure to follow
Beijing’s positions on
Taiwan and other issues.
But Twitter is shut out by
internet barriers that
block most Chinese users
from seeing global social
media, which gives Beijing
no leverage over the com-
pany, though the ruling
Communist Party uses it
to spread propaganda
abroad.

Tesla Inc’s ambitions in
China might give Beijing
that leverage to pressure

Twitter to silence human
rights activists and other
critics or ease its rules on
propaganda if Musk’s
USD 44 billion purchase
goes ahead, some experts
suggest. Chinese cus-
tomers bought half the
Teslas sold last year. Its
busiest factory and main
export hub is in Shanghai.

The Chinese exert
tremendous leverage over
businesses, said Anne
Stevenson-Yang of J
Capital Research. If you
care about the Shanghai
operation (of Tesla), then
you’re going to put every-
thing else in service 
to that.

Musk says he sees no in-
dications Beijing might
use Tesla as leverage, but
other companies don’t
wait for government or-

ders.
Automakers, clothing

brands and others take
pre-emptive action to pro-
tect their access to China
by changing marketing or
products sold worldwide to
reflect official positions
such as the ruling party’s
claim that self-ruled
Taiwan is part of its terri-
tory.

Musk said Friday his
offer was suspended while
he tried to confirm
whether the number of
Twitter accounts without
real users behind them
was below 5 per cent of the
total, as the company says.

On Monday, he said at a
business conference in
Miami that a deal at a
lower price wasn’t out of
the question, Bloomberg
News reported.

Musk’s China ties add potential
risks to Twitter purchase

London, May 17 (PTI): 

The UK government
has said it strongly sup-
ports the expansion of
the North Atlantic Treaty
Organisation (NATO) as
Sweden and Finland con-
firmed their intention to
apply for membership of
the military alliance, in a
historic shift of foreign
policy stance in the wake
of the Russia-Ukraine
conflict.

UK Foreign Secretary
Liz Truss said on Monday
evening that the two
Nordic countries should
be integrated into NATO,
which operates on a col-
lective defence basis
under which an attack
against any one ally is
considered as an attack
against all allies.

The UK strongly sup-
ports applications for
NATO membership from
Finland and Sweden.
They should be integrat-
ed into the alliance as
soon as possible; their ac-
cession will strengthen

the collective security of
Europe, said Truss.

We look forward to
working with them as
new NATO Allies and
stand ready to offer them
our every assistance dur-
ing the accession process.
Our mutual security dec-
larations signed with
Sweden and Finland last
week by the Prime
Minister [Boris Johnson]
demonstrate our stead-
fast and unequivocal
commitment to both
countries during this
process and beyond, she
said.

During his visit to
Stockholm and Helsinki
last week, Prime minister
Johnson signed bilateral
declarations with
Sweden and Finland com-
mitting to further deepen
defence and security
partnerships with both
countries in the lead up
to their full-fledged
NATO membership.

Downing Street said
the declarations marked
a step-change in defence

and security, intensifying
intelligence sharing, ac-
celerating joint military
training, exercising and
deployments, and bolster-
ing security across all
three countries and
northern Europe.

Sweden and Finland
have been NATO part-
ners for many years
and have taken part in
some of the alliance’s
tough operations. They
also make a major con-
tribution to security in
the Baltic region,
Northern Europe and
the rest of the Euro-
Atlantic area.

While there was less
appetite for a full mem-
bership in the past,
there is now greater po-
litical consensus with-
in the countries to be
included formally with-
in the military alliance.
It is in response to what
is seen as Russia’s ag-
gressive stance towards
Ukraine, a move that
has shaken up
European countries in

the neighbourhood.
NATO’s current 30-

strong membership in-
cludes the UK, the US,
Canada and many
European nations.

UK strongly supports Sweden, Finland joining NATO

North Korean leader Kim Jong Un, center, visits a pharmacy
in Pyongyang, North Korea. Independent journalists were
not given access to cover the event depicted in this image
distributed by the North Korean government. 

D o you follow influencers
on social media? Do you

always check their posts? Do
you find you're spending too
much time or becoming ob-
sessed with checking influ-
encers' accounts? And when
you can't check in, do you feel
disconnected or lost?

If you answered yes to all of
these questions, you may have
whats known as problematic
engagement with social media
influencers. But don't blame
yourself too much. You are
among the many who have been
swept away by dazzling social
media influencing. And this
can be attributed to many fea-
tures and tactics social media
influencers employ that help
keep them influential like
livestreams and polls on
Instagram. As experts in social
media and user behaviour, we
recently published a paper that
looks at followers' problematic
engagement with influencers
on social media.

Our paper is among the first
to study which aspects of social
media influencing may lead to
followers' problematic engage-
ment. It is important to exam-
ine this context considering the

significant volume and rev-
enues of social media influenc-
ing it's a USD 13.8 billion indus-
try.

The issue of problematic
engagement

In the age of social media,
most people know of or follow
some social media influencers.
Social media influencers are
users who have a significant
number of followers with estab-
lished credibility.

Whether you are a fashion
fan or want information on
health and fitness there's an in-
fluencer to follow. And followers
often gravitate towards them
for their authenticity and con-
tent creation.

But less focus is put on the
dark side of social media influ-
encing. Influencers are motivat-
ed and often incentivised
(through product and brand en-
dorsement) to increase their
power on social media and
many are becoming more profi-
cient in attracting and engaging
followers. Followers, on the
other hand, can easily become
attached and obsessed with in-
fluencers and their engagement
can often become excessive and
unhealthy.

Problematic engagement
with social media influencers is
common among followers, but
not well known or understood.

Our research
We recently examined the

factors and mechanisms that
lead to problematic engage-
ment. We focused on three influ-
encer characteristics (physical
attractiveness, social attractive-
ness and self-presence) and two
follower participation attrib-
utes (participation comprehen-

siveness and following length)
to explore their effects on the
development of problematic en-
gagement through the forma-
tion of follower attachments.
Based on attachment theory, we
studied two types of attach-
ments parasocial relationship
and sense of belonging, both of
which are key in social media
influencing. Parasocial rela-
tionship is followers' perception
of their one-sided relationship
with an influencer and sense of
belonging refers to the feeling of
being an integral member of
the influencer's community.

We conducted an online sur-
vey of 500 Instagram users.

The results showed that
when followers develop attach-
ments both to influencers
(parasocial relationship) and
their community (sense of be-
longing), this can lead to prob-
lematic engagement.

We found that influencers' so-
cial attractiveness has a
stronger effect than other fac-
tors in building followers' at-
tachments. Following more in-
fluencers could reduce the im-
pact of attachment to the com-
munity (sense of belonging)
when it comes to problematic
engagement, but not the effect
of attachment to the influencer
(parasocial relationship).

Implications for influ-
encers and followers

Our study warns of and ex-
plains problematic engagement
to social media users. We argue
that social media users who are
attracted to influencers can be-
come easily attached and en-
gage excessively. Users need to
be aware of, watch out for and
exert self-regulations to man-

age their interactions with in-
fluencers. For example, partici-
pation comprehensiveness
which refers to the reasons for
following and extent of follow-
ers' participation (like watch-
ing, liking, commenting, shar-
ing) can lead to attachment de-
velopment. This, however, can
be consciously managed by fol-
lowers themselves. One way of
doing this is by making use of
the phone's functions and tools
like setting daily time limits on
Instagram or turning off notifi-
cations for the app. Social
media influencers should also
be aware of followers' problem-
atic engagement.

Although it may be in con-
trast with their goal of increas-
ing follower engagement, they
can focus on creating a healthy
relationship with their follow-
ers. For instance, influencers
can openly talk about the issue
of problematic engagement and
show care for their followers'
well-being.

This will help with sustain-
ability of the relationship be-
cause studies have shown that
social media users with prob-
lematic behaviour are more
likely to stop using platforms
after a while. More research on
the dark side of social media in-
fluencers is needed and we call
for future research to focus on
additional negative conse-
quences such as followers' anxi-
ety, depression and the impact
of following influencers on fol-
lowers' well-being.

Writer is Assistant
Professor, Information
Systems, Sprott School of
Business, Carleton
University.
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Let the religious
fanaticism be 

suppressed strongly
If the Sri Lankan govern-
ment had adopted the
method of Indian govern-
ment and diverted the at-
tention of a common man
towards religious fanati-
cism there would have not
turmoil in the country.On
the same pattern if Indira
Gandhi had exploited the
religious sentiments of
Indian people there would
had no need of declaration
of Emergency. We should
also remember the last
words of Indira Gandhi de-
livered in Orissa "Every
drop of my blood shall be
used for national integri-
ty."Only to attain the post
of PM in not enough as the
country had seen two such
instances when post of PM
was refused.Sonia Gandhi
refused this post and asked
Dr Manmohan Singh to
take charge of PM. Second
instance is of CPM leader
Jyoti Basu when his party
refused to accept the offer
of PM. A common man's
opinion is must on nation-
al issue and in this regard
example of PM Nehru can
be remembered.When PM
Nehru called joint session
of Parliament on Hindu
Code Bill then a reporter
asked Nehru that when
there is  no opposition to
this bill then why are you
calling joint session then
Nehru replied that it is im-
portant Bill so everyone
should express own
views.If we compare the
present environment with
the era of Nehru we will
find the great difference as
we are aware that PM
Nehru had refused to inau-
gurate the Som Nath
Temple as it was his views
that it is not job of the gov-
ernment to indulge in such
religious activities . From
the above it is apparent
clear that any act or action
which is meant for
National integration and
national unity should be
supported wholeheartedly
and if it is otherwise then
it should be opposed unit-
edly.

Yash Pal Ralhan,
Jalandhar

'Party-trotters' 
Globetrotters are persons who trav-
el around the globe in search of
knowledge and pleasure. Likewise,
right now we have another class of
trotters named 'party-trotters' who
travel from one political party to
another in search of power and
money. In this regard, we are rather
very lucky to have one party-trotter
of highest quality, named Kamal
Kumar Medhi, who almost created
a world record by travelling from
one party to another party three
times within a calendar year. Mr
Medhi perhaps follows the famous
English proverb that a rolling stone
gathers no moss. A political nomad
like you can never help any political
party. SHAME!

DDrr  AAsshhiimm  CChhoowwddhhuurryy,,  GGuuwwaahhaattii..

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

WHAT THEY TWEET!

RRaanniill
WWiicckkrreemmeessiinngghhee

@@RRWW__UUNNPP
The next couple of

months will be the most
difficult ones of our lives.
I have no desire to hide

the truth and to lie to the
public. Although these
facts are unpleasant 

and terrifying, this is the
true situation. 

PPaarriinneeeettii  CChhoopprraa@@
PPaarriinneeeettiiCChhoopprraa

So honoured to be announced
AmbassaDiver of India .. Thanks

@PADI - from fellow divers to
becoming partners now, we’ve

sure come a long way! 

YYaasshhwwaanntt  DDeesshhmmuukkhh
@@YYRRDDeesshhmmuukkhh

This is blunt and direct. Wishing
you all the best @RW_UNP ,

hope your sail the country out
of the current crisis. A billion
Indian prayers are with you.

HHaarrbbhhaajjaann
TTuurrbbaannaattoorr@@

hhaarrbbhhaajjaann__ssiinngghh
The primary focus of

your life should be good
health. Nothing is worth

compromising your
health for. Eat right,

meditate, and exercise
to keep your stress lev-

els in control.

KKiirreenn  RRiijjiijjuu@@KKiirreennRRiijjiijjuu
I thank Jammu & Kashmir Lieutenant Governor @manojsinha_ Ji, Chief Justice of High Court of J&K and Ladakh

Justice Pankaj Mithal Ji and entire UT Administration for the impressive arrangement for various programs.

AAsshhookk  GGeehhlloott@@aasshhookkggeehhlloott5511
On World Telecommunication
and Information Society Day,
let us highlight the significant

role information & communica-
tion technologies play in saving
lives & in bringing innovation,
development. Technology &

information is vital for improv-
ing quality of life, 

empowering citizens.

R ecognition and protection of the people's rights and
dignity, supplemented by speedy justice are highly es-

sential for the good health of a democracy. This is what
Chief Justice of India N V Ramana said on Saturday while
laying the foundation stone of the new Rs 310-crore
Jammu & Kashmir High Court building in Srinagar. It is a
fact that democracy is not just about which party gets how
many seats in elections and what percentage of votes the
winning party gets. Democracy is a concept which is much
beyond the game of numbers as some people – especially
in active politics – believe. For a democracy to function in a
healthy manner, it is imperative that the people have a feel-
ing that their basic rights and dignity are protected and
duly recognized. Here again, people do not mean just the
majority people; instead, in a healthy democracy, even the
last member of the smallest minority group should be able
to feel safe, secure and happy. Moreover, as the Chief
Justice of India said, expeditious adjudication of disputes
is also the hallmark of a healthy democracy. The Chief
Justice of India has also very rightly said that denial of
justice would lead to anarchy, which in turn will destabi-
lize the judicial institution, as people will then begin to
look for solutions to their grievances through extrajudicial
mechanisms. Taking a cue from the CJI's speech, one can
also say that peace will prevail in a society or a country
only when people's rights and dignity are recognised and
ensured. It is also a fact that in our country the major chal-
lenge faced by the judiciary is dispensing speedy and af-
fordable justice. While the justice delivery mechanism in
India continues to be complex, cumbersome and expen-
sive, these factors in turn adversely affect the protection of
rule of law. The CJI has also called upon the judiciary to be
at its innovative best so that the challenges to its working
are met with just and constitutional measures.

Rights, justice & 
health of democracy

S ushil KuttyIt is the new normal: Of police being mis-
used to misuse its powers given to it under the law

because politicians and political parties want to settle
scores with one another. The funny thing is, funnier
things are happening because of this trend. An MP-MLA
couple is arrested by the Maharashtra Police and charged
with sedition for threatening to chant the Hanuman
Chalisa outside Chief Minister Uddhav Thackeray’s resi-
dence! Two, Gujarat MLA Jignesh Mevani is arrested in
Gujarat and dragged all the way to Barpeta in Assam by
the Assam Police! More funny is that Assam Chief
Minister Hemanta Biswa Sarma claims he didn’t know
what his police were up to! And when Mevani returns to
Gujarat, he finds he’s been sentenced to three months in
jail in some old rickety case. This even as Delhi BJP
spokesperson Tejinder Singh Bagga is picked up by the
Punjab Police from his West Delhi residence right from
under his father Prithipal Singh’s nose, allegedly on the
orders of Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal. Kejriwal
is now the proud “owner” of a police force that is only too
willing to do his bidding. Tejinder Bagga and Arvind
Kejriwal go back several years, with the former being the
“same sick” who had allegedly taken his slipper to the
person of the then AAP leader, advocate Prashant
Bhushan. This time, Bagga allegedly threatened Kejriwal
with ‘Jeene Nahi Doonga.” Old scores are being settled.
The Punjab Police were put on the job to haul Bagga to
Chandigarh (Mohali?) a month ago. But Bagga with his
quicksilver feet, which wouldn’t remain still like his
motor-mouth, wasn’t about to be caught. Till, finally, the
morning of May 6, and Tejinder Bagga wasn’t even al-
lowed to slip on his bathroom slippers, and “kidnapped!”
That accounts for the police of three states--Maharashtra,
Assam and Punjab. Halfway through the day, however,
about three hours after Bagga was frog-marched out of
his West Delhi residence, reports came that the Punjab
Police team taking Bagga to Punjab had been stopped by
the Crime Branch of the Haryana Police at Kurukshetra
in Haryana. And Haryana, as we all know, is BJP-ruled
four states and their chief ministers though none of the
CMs was ready to admit involvement. Kejriwal laughed,
“Who Bagga?” Not to be left behind, the Rajasthan Police
came calling to the Noida studios of a national TV news
channel with a warrant for the arrest of anchor Aman
Chopra under Section 153 of the IPC. Warned that the
Rajasthan Police were looking for him, Chopra vanished
and hasn’t been seen since. On May 5,
#AmanChopraGayab was trending on Twitter, and re-
ports were that Rajasthan Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot
was allegedly personally invested. A couple of things
about this trend of the police being misused to settle
scores with political rivals. One, the common people are
hardly bothered about who's picking whom, and why?
Two, there’s forced amplification of the issues raked up,
from Hanuman Chalisa to hijab and halal, loudspeaker
and ‘azaan’. Also, there appears to be scant regard for
court orders. Why, the courts themselves don’t seem to
care once after the order is passed and is routinely bro-
ken. Similar to how news TV anchors fuel ruckus in stu-
dios by pitching one panelist’s argument against another
panelist’s defence. The anchor doesn’t moderate, ably
cued by the show’s producer in the background, he/she
scars the show by ensuring that nothing makes sense ex-
cept the crescendo! Unlike Navneet and Ravi Rana who
had to face the brunt of a chief minister’s ire, Tejinder
Singh Bagga got away from being jailed because Haryana
comes in between Delhi and Punjab! Afternoon of May 6,
the Punjab Police DGP was “requesting” his Haryana
Police counterpart to “release” the Punjab Police team
into “Punjab Police custody.” Like said, the misuse and
disuse of the police had crossed all limits. It seemed like
Kejriwal’s definition of anarchy had come into play. The
Centre it appeared had also stepped in. There was a Delhi
Police team on its way to Kurukshetra to secure Bagga
from the “safe protection” of the Haryana Police. The po-
lice of three states falling prey to the machinations of
politicians. At the end of the day, the only role of the po-
lice is to serve their political masters.

Police acting at the 
diktat of politicians

CENTRAL CHRONICLE,  RAIPUR, WEDNESDAY,  MAY  18,  2022

In a major development, following the initiative undertaken by the NF Railways, the Indian Air Force (IAF) airlifted at least 119
passengers from the Silchar-Guwahati train which was stranded at Ditokcherra in the Dima Hasao district due to a heavy
deluge following torrential rain.

SAMIRA FARIVAR

The dark side of social media influencing

AAnnuusshhkkaa  SShheettttyy@@
MMssAAnnuusshhkkaaSShheettttyy

Sometimes I wish I could just
rewind back to the old 

days and presspause… just for
a little while.

STRANDED PASSENGERS
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Resignation

New Delhi: NBFC
firm Aditya Birla
Capital Ltd (ABCL) on
Monday said Ajay
Srinivasan has decid-
ed to step down as MD
and CEO of the com-
pany and his depar-
ture has nothing to do
with an investigation
into alleged irregular-
ities and corruption.
According to reports,
serious allegations of
corruption and mis-
management have
been levelled by a
whistleblower against
the company and the
top management.
Refuting allegations,
Aditya Birla Capital's
spokesperson said
Srinivasan had ex-
pressed his desire to
take on a new role
within the group after
having served as Chief
Executive for over 14
years and a new role is
being crafted at the
Group level in consul-
tation with him.

Girl empowerment
New Delhi: State-run
power giant NTPC is
planning to conduct
its flagship corporate
social responsibility
(CSR) initiative -- girl
empowerment mis-
sion (GEM) -- in about
35 project locations
this year. The GEM is
for empowering young
girls to realise their
dreams, as per a com-
pany statement.
According to the state-
ment, NTPC is sup-
porting the upliftment
of girls, with focus on
the girl child from the
villages around NTPC
projects. Further, it
stated that it is plan-
ning to conduct its
GEM initiative in
about 35 project loca-
tions during this year.

EV charging infra

New Delhi: Hyundai
Motor India on
Tuesday said it has
joined hands with
Tata Power to set up
fast charging electric
vehicle infrastructure
across its select deal-
erships in the country.
Under the collabora-
tion, 60 kW DC charg-
ing stations will be in-
stalled at the compa-
ny's 34 EV dealerships
in 29 cities to cater to
all kinds of electric
vehicles through
Hyundai and Tata
Power EZ Charge
Mobile App.

Neo desktops 
New Delhi: Lenovo
announced its new
'ThinkCentre neo'
portfolio of desktop
computers in India,
promising perform-
ance boost over the
previous generation,
better power manage-
ment capabilities, and
smarter workplace
collaboration features.
ThinkCentre is known
for its enterprise-ori-
ented desktops, and
the latest range of 'neo'
machines provide up
to 14 per cent perform-
ance boost over the
previous generation,
the Personal
Computer (PC) maker
said.

New Delhi, May 17:  

India is targeting the
rollout of 6G telecom net-
work, which will provide
ultra high speed internet
connectivity, by the end of
the decade, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
said on Tuesday. India cur-
rently has 3G and 4G tele-
com networks and compa-
nies are gearing up to
launch 5G over the next
few months.

Speaking at the silver ju-
bilee event of telecom sec-
tor regulator TRAI here,
he said it is estimated that
the 5G network rollout will
add USD 450 billion to the
Indian economy. "This is
not just increasing inter-
net speed but also the pace
of development and creat-
ing jobs," he said, adding
the 5G technology will
bring positive change in
governance of the country,
ease of living and ease of

doing business. It will
boost growth in agricul-
ture, health, education, in-
frastructure and logistics,
he said. Connectivity,
Modi said, will decide the
progress of the country in
the 21st century and so
modern day infrastruc-
ture needs to be rolled out.
According to the prime
minister, a task force has
started work on rolling out
the 6G network by the end
of the decade. Taking pot-

shots at the previous
Congress-led UPA govern-
ment, Modi said the 2G era
was symbolic of policy
paralysis and corruption.
The country, under his
government, has moved
transparently to 4G and is
now going to 5G and TRAI
has played a very impor-
tant role in this transition,
Modi said.

The prime minister said
that whenever the indus-
try has faced challenges
like retrospective tax or
adjusted gross revenue,
then his government has
responded to the crisis ex-
peditiously and undertak-
en reforms wherever re-
quired.

"These efforts have cre-
ated new trust. The result
of this is that over one-
and-a-half times more FDI
in the telecom sector has
come in the last 8 years
compared to the amount
that came into the country

before 2014," Modi said.
Teledensity and inter-

net users are fast expand-
ing, he said, adding that
mobile manufacturing
units in India have ex-
panded from 2 to over 200
and the country is now the
world's biggest mobile
manufacturing hub. The
prime minister also said
that his government has
encouraged healthy com-
petition that has led to
India having one of the
cheapest telecom data
charges in the world.
Indigenous 5G test bed in
telecom sector is an impor-
tant step in India's self-re-
liance, he added. Telecom
minister Ashwani
Vaishnaw said the coun-
try's scientists and engi-
neers have developed a
complete 4G stack which
is ready for deployment by
the BSNL and the 5G stack
is at an advanced stage of
development.

India aims to roll out 6G telecom
network by end of decade: PM

New Delhi, May 17:  

Petrol in India is cheap-
er than in countries like
Hong Kong, Germany
and the UK but costlier
than in China, Brazil,
Japan, the US, Russia,
Pakistan and Sri Lanka, a
BOB Economics
Research report showed.
Rising fuel prices in
India have led to consid-
erable debate on which
government, state or cen-
tral, should be lowering
their taxes to keep prices
under control. The rise in
fuel prices is mainly due
to the global price of
crude oil (raw material
for making petrol and
diesel) going up. Further,
a stronger dollar has
added to the cost of crude
oil.

The report of Bank of

Baroda Economic
Research juxtaposed
petrol prices as of May 9
in various countries with
the per capita income.
"For a set of 106 countries
for which data is avail-
able, the price in India at
USD 1.35 per litre is 42nd
in rank. Hence there are
over 50 countries where
the price is higher. This
should provide some com-
fort that in absolute
terms India is not an out-
lier. The median price
was around USD 1.22 a
litre," it said. Fuel prices
in India are at par with
those in Australia,
Turkey, and South Korea.

It is lower than Hong
Kong, Finland, Germany,

Italy, the Netherlands,
Greece, France, Portugal
and Norway where it is
above USD 2 per litre.
Amongst comparable
countries (per capita
wise), prices in India are
higher than those in
Vietnam, Kenya, Ukraine,
Bangladesh, Nepal,
Pakistan, Sri Lanka, and
Venezuela. Countries that
are major oil producers
have much lower prices.
"India's petrol price does
not now look too much
out of place. However,
when juxtaposed with the
per capita income, it can
be seen that wherever
prices are higher, the per
capita income is much
higher than in India.

"Therefore, the econom-
ic pain caused is much
higher for countries with
low per capita income as
its direct and indirect ef-
fect on inflation is higher
which in turn impacts the
lower-income groups the
most," the report said.

Petrol in India cheaper
than UK, Germany

̈ But costlier than
US, China,
Pakistan, SL

Mumbai, May 17:  

Jet Airways, which is
set to conduct its final
phase of proving flights on
Tuesday, is expected to get
its Air Operator
Certificate (AOC) revali-
dated this week, according
to a senior DGCA official.
The full-service carrier,
which stopped flying more
than three years ago, is
being revived under the
ownership of the Jalan
Kalrock consortium and
completed its first phase of
proving flights on Sunday.
"The process for Jet
Airways flying permit
revalidation is almost
done. On Tuesday, they are
conducting the remaining
proven flights. Their AOC
revalidation will be done
by this week," the official
at the Directorate General
of Civil Aviation (DGCA)
told PTI on Monday. A

total of five flights (land-
ing) have to be conducted
by the aircraft to success-
fully complete the process.
An airline spokesperson
said it would be conduct-
ing the remaining proven
flights but refused to com-
ment on the revalidation
of the AOP.

"We are conducting the
remainder of our proven
flights on May 17. We
(however) cannot com-
ment on the date of revali-
dation of the AOC (Air
Operator Certificate) as
that is determined by the

DGCA process)," the
spokesperson said in a
statement to PTI. Jet
Airways suspended opera-
tions on April 17, 2019,
after its erstwhile promot-
ers failed to provide liquid-
ity and the insolvency res-
olution process started for
the airline in June 2019. In
October 2020, the airline's
Committee of Creditors
(CoC) approved the resolu-
tion plan submitted by the
consortium of the UK's
Kalrock Capital and the
UAE-based entrepreneur
Murari Lal Jalan.

Jet Airways’ flying permit likely
to be revalidated this week

New Delhi, May 17: 

The country's largest in-
surer LIC is the fifth most
valuable company in the
country with a market cap-
italisation of about Rs 5.54
lakh crore. Life Insurance
Corporation (LIC) made a
tepid stock market debut
on Tuesday following a
mega IPO which fetched Rs
20,557 crore to the excheq-
uer. The shares listed on
stock exchanges at over 8
per cent discount over its
issue price of Rs 949 apiece.

Shares of LIC closed at
Rs 875.45, down Rs 73.55 or
7.75 per cent over the issue
price, on the BSE. At this
price, LIC is valued at
nearly Rs 5.54 lakh crore.
The market capitalisation
of LIC is higher than that
of HUL (Rs 5.27 lakh
crore), ICICI Bank (Rs 4.94
lakh crore), SBI (Rs 4.17
lakh crore) and HDFC (Rs

3.97 lakh crore), as per the
BSE data. Reliance
Industries is the most val-
ued company with a mar-
ket capitalisation of Rs
17.12 lakh crore, followed

by Tata Consultancy
Services (Rs 12.67 lakh
crore), HDFC Bank (Rs
7.29 lakh crore) and
Infosys (Rs 6.38 lakh
crore).

LIC with m-cap of Rs 5.54 lakh cr is
fifth most valued Indian company

Life Insurance Corporation (LIC) Chairperson M R Kumar (R) with
Department of Investment and Public Asset Management (DIPAM)
Secretary Tuhin Kanta Pandey during the listing ceremony of LIC
at the Bombay Stock Exchange, in Mumbai on Tuesday.

New Delhi, May 17: 

Mortgage lender HDFC on
Tuesday launched a spot offer
on WhatsApp to provide an in-
principle home loan approval
for buyers within 2 minutes.
HDFC's Spot Offer on
WhatsApp' is a platform that
will enable prospective borrow-
ers to get an in-principle home
loan approval instantly, the
lender said in a statement. 
All that the users have to do is
initiate a conversation on
HDFC's WhatsApp number
(+91 9867000000) and provide
some basic information, in a
few clicks through a guided
conversational flow, it said. On
basis of the information keyed
in by the customer, a provision-
al home loan offer letter is gen-
erated instantaneously. The
home loan spot offer facility
can be availed 24x7, it said,
adding there is no waiting time'
for the home loan approval let-
ter. This facility is available to
salaried resident Indians. 

New Delhi, May 17:  

As taxpayers face techni-
cal glitch on the GST por-
tal, the government on
Tuesday said it is consider-
ing extending the April tax
payment deadline and has
directed Infosys for early
resolution of the problem.

The Central Board of
Indirect Taxes and
Customs (CBIC) said a
technical glitch has been
reported by Infosys in gen-
eration of April 2022
GSTR-2B and auto-popula-
tion of GSTR-3B on portal.
"Infosys has been directed
by Govt for early resolu-
tion. Technical team is
working to provide GSTR-
2B & correct auto-populat-
ed GSTR-3B at the earli-
est," the CBIC tweeted.
GSTR-2B is an auto-drafted

Input Tax credit (ITC)
statement which is avail-
able to every GST regis-
tered entities based on the
information furnished by
their suppliers in their re-
spective sales return form
GSTR-1.

GSTR-2B statement is
usually made available to
businesses on the 12th day
of succeeding month,
based on which they can
claim ITC while paying
taxes and filing GSTR-3B.
GSTR-3B is filed in stag-
gered manner between
20th, 22nd and 24th of
every month for different

categories of tax payers.
"Considering the difficul-
ties faced by taxpayers in
filing their GSTR-3B for
the month of April 2022, a
proposal to extend the due
date of filing GSTR-3B for
April 2022 is under active
consideration," the CBIC
tweeted. On Sunday, GST
Network, which provides
the technology backbone
for Goods and Services
Tax, had issued an adviso-
ry saying that in a few
cases, certain records are
not reflected in the GSTR-
2B statement for the period
of April 2022 and asked
taxpayers to file GSTR-3B
return on self-assessment
basis. "The technical team
is working to resolve this
issue for the impacted tax-
payers and generate fresh
GSTR-2B at the earliest.

Govt mulls extending April GST payment
deadline; asks Infosys to fix glitch on portal

HDFC launches 
spot home loan offer

on WhatsApp

Bengaluru, May 17: 

Amazon India shared up-
dates on its key pledges for
India and announced that
it has cumulatively created
more than 11.6 lakh (1.16
million) direct and indirect
jobs, enabled nearly $5 bil-
lion in cumulative exports,
and digitized over 40 lakh
(4 million) MSMEs in India
till date.In Jan 2020, at the
first edition of its annual
event Amazon Smbhav, the
company had pledged to
digitize 1 crore (10 million)
MSMEs, enable $10 billion
in cumulative exports and
create 20 lakh (2 million)
jobs in India by 2025.
Amazon is well on track to
fulfil these pledges, while
in fact doubling its export

pledge from India, to now
enable $20 billion in cumu-
lative exports from India
by 2025.

Last year at Amazon
Smbhav 2021, Amazon had
announced the $250 MM
Amazon Smbhav Venture
Fund to invest in startups
and entrepreneurs who are
focused on technology in-
novations. The fund is fo-
cused on supporting entre-
preneurs and startups that
are doing innovative work
in the area of SMB digitiza-
tion. As part of the fund,
Amazon has already in-
vested in ‘MyGlamm’,
‘M1xchange’ and ‘Small
Case’. Amazon remains
committed to leveraging its
people & tech resources to
invest into focus areas for

the Fund, including multi-
ple new and emerging
areas that are seeing high
degree of innovation & en-
trepreneurial energy.

Manish Tiwary, Country
Manager, India Consumer
Business Amazon
Indiasaid:“We have cumu-
latively created over 11.6
lakh jobs, enabled nearly
$5 billion in exports and
digitized over 40 lakh
MSMEs in India. As we
continue to work with
MSMEs across the country,
we remain committed to
bringing new tools, tech-
nology and innovation
that will unleash the entre-
preneurial spirit of Indian
businesses, boost exports
from the country and help
create jobs at scale.

Amazon has cumulatively created over
11.6 lakh direct and indirect jobs

Mumbai, May 17: 

Bandhan Bank, the
universal bank with in-
clusive banking at its
core, today announced
its financial results for
the final quarter of fi-
nancial year 2021-22. The
Bank continued to wit-
ness strong business
growth, as the economy
revived strongly.

The Bank’s total busi-
ness (deposits and ad-
vances) grew 18.6% year-
on-year to reach around
Rs. 1.96 lakh crore as on
March 31, 2022. The Bank
serves 2.63 crore cus-
tomers through 5,639
banking outlets across 34
of the 36 states and
union territories in

India. The total number
of employees working at
Bandhan Bank stands at
60,211.

During the fourth
quarter of the current fi-
nancial year, the Bank’s
deposit book grew 24%
over the corresponding
quarter of the previous
year. The total deposits
now stand at Rs. 96,331
crore. In this period, the
Bank’s retail deposit
book showed a substan-
tial growth and grew
21% year-on-year to Rs.
74,441 crore. The current
account and savings ac-
count (CASA) book grew
by 18% year-on-year, and
the CASA ratio now
stands at 41.6% of the
overall deposit book.

Bandhan Bank 
registers growth New Delhi, May 17: 

DTH players have approached
the government to waive the 8
per cent licence fee imposed
on them in line with a similar
proposal for broadband servic-
es so that they remain com-
petitive in the market, indus-
try body DTH Association has
said. The DTH body
approached the Information
and Broadcasting Ministry fol-
lowing a proposal under the
consideration of the DoT to
waive the licence fee on
broadband services. In a letter
dated May 11 sent to the
Information and Broadcasting
Ministry, the industry body
said the direct-to-home (DTH)
volumes have been declining
quarter on quarter for a while
now has put thousands of
crores of investments and
employment of over a lakh
direct and indirect employees

of the sector at risk. The letter
was also marked to the
Department of
Telecommunications.
The industry body said broad-
band is expanding very fast and
is being used for content distri-
bution as well. DTH Association
welcomed the proposal to
remove licence fees to help the
consumers, but requested "that
the same policy may be made
applicable to DTH, and there-
fore seek a waiver of license
fees in line with DoT's proposed
decision". 

DTH players seek 8% licence fee
waiver to remain competitive

New Delhi, May 17: 

Wholesale price-based
inflation soared to a record
high of 15.08 per cent in
April mainly on account of
spiralling prices of food,
fuel and other commodi-
ties, which may prompt the
Reserve Bank to hike inter-
est rates in upcoming mon-
etary policy review next
month.

The Wholesale Price
Index (WPI) at 15.08 per
cent is the highest in the
new series, the data for
which is available since
2012-13. The WPI inflation
has remained in double
digit for the 13th consecu-
tive month since April last
year. "The high rate of in-

flation in April 2022 was
primarily due to rise in
prices of mineral oils,
basic metals, crude petrole-
um & natural gas, food arti-
cles, non-food articles, food

products and chemicals &
chemical products etc. as
compared to the correspon-
ding month of the previous
year," the commerce and
industry ministry said in a

statement. Inflation in food
articles was 8.35 per cent as
prices of vegetables,
wheat, fruits and potato
witnessed a sharp spike
over the year-ago period.

In the fuel and power
basket, inflation was 38.66
per cent, while in manufac-
tured products and oil
seeds, it was 10.85 per cent
and 16.10 per cent, respec-
tively. Inflation in crude pe-
troleum and natural gas
was 69.07 per cent in April.
Data released last week
showed that retail inflation
rose to a near eight-year
high of 7.79 per cent in
April, remaining above the
Reserve Bank's inflation
target for the fourth
straight month.

WPI inflation at record high of 15.08 pc
in April on price rise across all items

T
his week in &TV shows, characters will fall prey to con-
spiracies. About &TV's Baal Shiv track, Devi Parvati,
shares, “Devi Parvati (Shivya Pathania) and Nandi

(Danish Akhtar Saifi), while narrating Dus Mahavidyas' story
to Baal Shiv (Aan Tiwari), tell him how Devi Bhuvaneshwari
(Shivya Pathania) and Mahadev (Siddharth Arora) saved the
universe from the poisonous air of Vishasur. Meanwhile,
Tarkasur (Kapil Nirmal) opens the door to poisonous air,
which Devi Parvati and Baal Shiv try to stop but fail. Once
again, Mahadev and Devi Bhuneshwari consume the poison-
ous air to save the universe from destruction. Later, Tarkarsur
betrays Shukrcharya and forms an army of Asurs who attack
Devi Parvati and Baal Shiv. This time she takes the form of
Devi Chinnamastika and, along with Mahadev, kills the
Asura. All the God comes to Devi Parvati and requests to
stop a catastrophe because people are dying. To do that, she
awakens Devi Bhairavi in her, whereas Mahadev awakens
Bhairav. Meanwhile, Tarkasur sends Ajamukhi (Srashti
Maheshwari) to Anusuya's (Mouli Ganguly) house to kill her
and distract Baal Shiv from the catastrophe. Will Tarkasur suc-
ceed in his plan?". About &TV's Bhabiji Ghar Par Hai, Vibhuti
Narayan Mishra says, "Vibhuti (Aasif Sheikh) borrows Rs.
75,000 from Prem (Vishwajeet Soni) and loses all the monies in
the gamble. So he requests Prem to give him some time to re-
turn his monies. However, Prem starts blackmailing Vibhuti
and gets him to do all his household chores, causing a strain
on his relationship with Anita (Vidisha Srivastava). As a re-
sult, Anita Bhabi decides to leave Vibhuti and settle in the
U.S. To stop Anita Bhabi from going, Vibhuti plans a sur-
prise party two months ahead of their actual anniversary
date. But will this stop Anita from leaving Vibhuti or bring
another set of unexpected problems causing more strain
between the two?”

Swastika Mukherjee 
motivated Plabita to push

boundaries in ‘Escaype Live’ 
Actress Plabita Borthakur, who essays the role of Fetish

Girl in the upcoming OTT series 'Escaype Live', recently
shared that she had an amazing experience working with

Swastika Mukherjee. Since actors feed off each others' creative
energies, Swastika influenced Plabita to perform better. Escaype
Live is a story, penned by Jaya Mishra and Siddharth Kumar

Tewary. The story features a bunch of content creators, with differ-
ent paths but one goal - to produce viral content to emerge victori-
ous in a life-changing competition announced by the hottest new

app called Escaype Live. Sharing her experience, the 'Lipstick
Under My Burkha' actress said, "Swastika is amazing to work

with. She is a brilliant actor, and it is because of her experi-
ence and her hold on her craft that motivated me to per-

form better and made our scenes together feel effortless.
It was such a pleasure working with her, she really gives

a lot to the co-actor to work with." Produced under
Siddharth Kumar Tewary's One Life Studios, the nine-

episodic series also stars Siddharth, Jaaved Jaaferi,
Shweta Tripathi Sharma, Sumedh Mudgalkar,

Swastika Mukherjee, Waluscha D'Souza, Ritvik
Sahore, Geetika Vidya Ohlyan, Jagjeet Sandhu,

Rohit Chandel and child actor Aadyaa Sharma.
The series premieres on Disney+

Hotstar on May 20.

Nayanthara’s ‘O2’ teaser 
promises a pulsating thriller

N
ayanthara, who is known for her female-oriented films, is back with
another one titled 'O2.' The thriller's teaser is now out and it looks
promising. 'O2' is written and directed by GS Viknesh and will be

out on Disney+ Hotstar as a direct digital release. The teaser for the
thriller was released on Monday, by Disney+ Hotstar, which acquired the
premiere rights to the thriller. The teaser appears to be intriguing, as it
establishes the genre well, with interesting aspects. It shows Nayanthara
and others in a bus that crashes into a deep valley on a rainy night,
where there is insufficient oxygen to survive. The story revolves
around how they handle the situation. In this film, produced by
Dream Warrior Pictures, Ritvick plays a pivotal role. The music
for this film was composed by Vishal Chandrasekhar and will
be released soon in Tamil, Telugu, and Malayalam.

ACROSS

1. Male sheep

5. Defeat

9. Beginning part

14. Oodles (2 wds.)

15. Poker payment

16. Reef material

17. At no time hereafter

19. Ham it up

20. Insignificant matters

21. Poetic "before"

23. The ____ of March

24. Sharply inclined

25. Reduce

27. Court proceeding

29. Makes very happy

33. Society girls

37. Facial feature

39. Range

40. Newspaper issue

42. Add sugar

44. Surrendered

45. Soft belt

47. Fender damage

48. Reduced in price (2 wds.)

50. Cat's cry

52. River mouths

54. Noblemen

59. Goof off

62. Converged

63. In the sky

64. Keyboard instrument

66. Abode

68. Hesitate

69. Brought to court

70. Mellowed

71. List of candidates

72. Epochs

73. Lays turf

DOWN

1. Speaks wildly

2. On the ball

3. "Men in Black", e.g.

4. Comic ____ Martin

5. Tibetan monk

6. Lennon's Yoko ____

7. Roads

8. Clairvoyants

9. Cold cubes

10. Proposed as a candidate

11. Walked upon

12. Charge per unit

13. Bullring shouts

18. Tears apart

22. Wind dir.

25. Maned felines

26. Ultimatum word

28. One (Sp.)
30. Carry
31. Smooth
32. Exported
33. Art ____
34. Eve's garden
35. Auction offers
36. Firmly loyal
38. Snaky shapes
41. At rest
43. Reporter's question
46. Nonprofessional
49. Graceful tree
51. Dandelion, for one
53. Concise
55. Regions
56. Beatle ____ Starr
57. Fastened shoestrings
58. Toboggans
59. Trims (off)
60. Uttered
61. Water (Sp.)
63. Helps
65. Originally named
67. Caspian ____
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Do you say yes every time someone asks
for a favor, Aquarius? Is it sometimes hard
to find time for yourself because you're so
busy coming to the rescue of a friend or
family member? Today's celestial energy
asks you to think about you. Say no to your
sister's tenth babysitting request in two
weeks. Do absolutely nothing if that's
what you wish. 

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

Do you think your body reflects who you are,
Pisces? If you have the feeling that it does-
n't, it's probably because the image you
have of yourself isn't quite right. Take a
close look at yourself in order to readjust
that image. You'll see that your body is the
exact mirror of who you are at the moment.
The alignment of the planets will help you
see this more clearly now.

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

Has it been difficult these past few days
to communicate with those close to you?
Are you a little skeptical about your
charm? In fact, have you been feeling
somewhat unsure of yourself in general?
The day ahead is excellent for a fresh
start. You're full of confidence. 

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

It has been fairly easy for you to detect
the truth behind the situations you've
encountered lately. However, begin-
ning today, your analytical abilities
won't be so reliable. The ups and downs
of your relationships puzzle you in par-
ticular, and no amount of analysis
yields a solution. 

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

How intense the past few days have
been! You could spend months just
reflecting on these recent experiences.
But the mood isn't conducive to intro-
spection right now. A change of temper
today encourages you to share your life
more generously. But with whom will
you share it? That may well be the
question of the day.

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

The day ahead may help you break away
from the surrounding gloom and doom. A
more playful influence is trying to make its
way into your relationships, especially your
emotional commitments. It could refresh
your interest in your love life. If you haven't
been spending enough quality time with
your partner, you'd better make up for it
now. Your mate will be overjoyed.

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

Sometimes you feel like you're navigat-
ing through a thick fog, but the obscu-
rity will finally lift today. The skies
ahead are sunny and clear! You can
expect an invitation to take a little trip
or an offer to belong to a special group.
Don't pass up any opportunities to have
fun, Leo. You can benefit from a diver-
sion right now!

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Was someone close to you rude without
any provocation? Were you the target of
unpleasant criticism? You take these
slights to heart. Beginning today, and
throughout the days to come, you can
expect to withdraw somewhat in order to
lick your wounds. You need more harmo-
ny and gentleness in your love life, and
you're likely to obtain that soon. 

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

Was someone close to you rude without
any provocation? Were you the target of
unpleasant criticism? You take these
slights to heart. Beginning today, and
throughout the days to come, you can
expect to withdraw somewhat in order
to lick your wounds. You need more har-
mony and gentleness in your love life,
and you're likely to obtain that soon. 

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

Enough of thinking about yourself, Scorpio!
The hour has now arrived to draw some
conclusions. You're at the end of the
lengthy volume you were writing on your
inner life. You'll have to integrate what
you've learned with the different emotions
and situations that you're in now.
"Normalization" will be the key word in the
days to come.

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

Seduction through words is your real power,
Sagittarius. You have a great talent for any-
thing involving words. So you're going to be
able to attract even more admirers around
you today! With the current planetary ener-
gy at work, you'll surely get first prize in any
contest of words. If you've been thinking
about writing a love letter or a profile for a
dating website, by all means, do so now!

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

With today's celestial energy, you're going to
feel like you're on vacation, Capricorn. This
planetary configuration often gives people
the feeling of having a fresh mind and calm
disposition. Problems that once seemed so
complicated now appear simple and sur-
mountable. You could also have some fun
writing. Try it. You may be surprised by the
results.

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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Y
ash-starrer 'K.G.F:
Chapter 2', which
broke many

records, is now available
to rent on Prime Video.

With the introduction
of 'Movie Rentals' on
Prime Video, fans of the
'KGF' franchise can get

early access to the block-
buster film before it be-
comes available digital-
ly. Beginning Monday,
movie fans – both Prime
members and non-
Prime members – can
rent the film for Rs 199
on Prime Video and

enjoy this pan-India
blockbuster from the
comfort of their own
homes.

The film will be avail-
able to rent in HD quali-
ty in five languages -
Kannada, Hindi, Tamil,
Telugu, and Malayalam.

Apart from 'K.G.F:
Chapter 2', viewers can
rent the most recent
Indian and internation-
al films, as well as a di-
verse selection of popu-
lar films (award winners
and franchises) from
around the world.

‘K.G.F: Chapter 2’ now available
for ‘Early Access’ rentals on OTT

AbhiRa’s wedding is the talk
of the town. The wedding

sequence will achieve a new
milestone in the television
industry and is expected to
outshine Kartik and Naira's
wedding. It will grab more
attention for a moment which
shows the bride applying 'sin-
door' on the groom's forehead.
With years passing by, the
makers added more spice to
the story. Finally, after months
of drama, ups, and downs in
the show, the duo can be seen
looking into each other’s eyes
while both of them share a few
thoughtful moments of their
love story in front of everyone.
As much as everyone is blown
away by this everlasting dis-

play of love, the makers of Yeh
Rishta Kya Kehlata hai can’t
help but make fans gush at
AbhiRa’s move at the end while
breaking the stereotype.

Sindoor has always been
marked as a feminine take on
marriage. But as the modern
era brushes its flexibility over
all of us, the viewers can feel a

fresh breeze of change in the
traditional set of wedding cere-
mony rituals in Yeh Rishta Kya
Kehlata Hai. Well, once rightly
said, KyunKi Saas Bhi Kabhi
Bahu Thi's title track fits per-
fect for the show, 'Ik pedhi aati
hai, ik pedhi jaati hai, banti
kahani nayi..' we have seen the
storyline turn into reality, be it
Naitik and Akshara's story,
Kartik and Naira's love story or
for the latest jodi Akshara and
Abhimanyu. For the first time
on Indian Television, the mak-
ers of Yeh Rishta Kya Kehlata
Hai will break the norms in
AbhiRa’s wedding to be an
inspiration for the many who
wish to see a positive change
and impact on these rituals!

AbhiRa breaks the norms of ‘Sindoor Pratha’

&TV characters fall
victim of conspiracy
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Navi Mumbai, May 17 (PTI):

Kolkata Knight Riders
need a big win in their final
round-robin match to keep
their slim IPL play-off
hopes alive, while Lucknow
Super Giants will look to
seal their position in the top
four when the two teams
face off here on Wednesday.

With seven losses and six
wins, KKR are placed at the
sixth spot with 12 points
and they will not only have
to win but do it with a big
margin and then hope that
other results go their way to
salvage any hope of sneak-
ing into the knockout stage.

LSG already have one
foot at the play-offs as they
are placed at the third spot
with 16 points but with a
number of teams jostling it
out for remaining three
berths, they will look to add
two more points to avoid
any last-minute hiccup.

Two-time former champi-
ons, KKR, which had
reached the final last year,
have managed to keep their
theoretical chances alive
after coming good in the
last two matches against
Mumbai Indians and

Sunrisers Hyderabad.
Shreyas Iyer's men rode on
Andre Russell's all-round
brilliance and near perfect
execution from the bowlers
to notch up a comprehen-
sive 54-run win over SRH in
their last match. While
Russell and Sam Billings
lifted KKR to 177/6 to set up
the win, the top-order once
again couldn't produce the
goods after being reduced to

72 for 3. Nitish Rana has
blown hot and cold, while
skipper Iyer's bat has been
silent in the last three
games. Back in the team
after recovering from a calf
muscle injury, Umesh
Yadav and Tim Southee
kept things tight, while
Russell snapped three cru-
cial wickets. Spin duo of
Sunil Narine and Varun
Chakravarthy too were in

their elements and KKR
will hope for another clini-
cal show from their bowling
unit. LSG, on the other
hand, are coming into the
match after suffering two
successive defeats and will
have to put up an improved
show to end things on a
high. The main concern for
LSG is their poor batting
show in the last two match-
es with the batters strug-

gling in the powerplay
against quality bowling.

LSG's batting is a lot de-
pendent on skipper KL
Rahul, who has done bulk
of the scoring with two
hundreds but he has been
off-colour in the last three
games. Other opener
Quinton de Kock, who has
scored three half centuries,
too has been dismissed for
11 and 7 in the last two
games, which added to the
team's woes.

However, Deepak Hooda
has been rock solid and it
was his fifty that kept LSG
in the hunt in the last game.

LSG will also look to use
Marcus Stoinis better as he
is one of the most prolific
all-rounders in world crick-
et. Bowling has proved to be
the weak link for LSG
though the likes of Avesh
Khan and Jason Holder
have delivered with 17 and
14 wickets so far but Mohsin
Khan was taken to the clean-
ers in the last game. Spinner
Ravi Bishnoi picked up two
wickets against Rajasthan
Royals and LSG would ex-
pect him to keep things tight
in the middle overs on
Wednesday.

KKR eye big win against
LSG to keep slim hope alive New Delhi, May 17 (PTI):

In an unprecedented inci-
dent, Services' wrestler
Satender Malik launched a
physical assault on referee
Jagbir Singh after losing
the 125kg final during the
Commonwealth Games tri-
als, prompting the national
federation to impose a life
ban on him, here on
Tuesday. The Air Force
wrestler was leading 3-0
with just a 18 seconds left in
the deciding bout when
Mohit effected a 'take-down'
move and also pushed
Satender out of the mat for
another point. However, ref-
eree Virender Malik did not
award two points to Mohit
for the 'takedown' move and
gave only one point for the
pushout. The decision
upset Mohit, who requested
for a challenge.

Satyadev Malik, the jury
for the bout, excused him-
self from the decision for
the sake of impartiality,
since he belonged to the
Mokhra village from where
Satender also comes.

Senior referee Jagbir
Singh was requested to
look into the challenge and
with the help of TV re-
plays, he ruled that Mohit
should be given three
points.

The score became 3-3 and

remained like that till the
end, and eventually Mohit
was declared winner on cri-
teria since he had scored
the last point of the bout.

Satender lost his cool,
walked across to Mat A
where Ravi Dahiya and
Aman were locked in the
57kg final, went straight to
Jagbir, and began to assault
him. He first abused Jagbir
and then slapped him, who
lost his balance and fell on
the ground.

The 57kg bout was

stopped as the incident cre-
ated a furore inside the KD
Jadhav hall at the IG stadi-
um. Hundreds of fans, offi-
cials and participants were
shocked to witness a scene
like that. Wrestling
Federation of India (WFI)
officials managed to send
Satender out of the hall and
restarted the bout.
Everything was happening
right before the eyes of WFI
President Brij Bhushan
Sharan Singh, who was sit-
ting on the dias.

Wrestler Satender Malik assaults referee
Jagbir Singh during CWG trials, gets life ban

Mumbai, May 17 (PTI):

Delhi Capitals' swash-
buckling opener David
Warner says he gets "a
buzz" out of his fielding.

Warner may have got
out for a golden duck in
the team's previous IPL
match against Punjab
Kings, but he made vital
contributions in the field.

When asked about his
outstanding fielding,
Warner said, "There are
two facets of the game for
me - batting and fielding. I
look to stop ones in the
ring and take some catch-
es near the boundary.
Fortunately, I got one and
it was a great result for us.
I get a buzz out of fielding
and I try to save runs for
the bowlers."

Delhi Capitals broke
into the top four in the
standings after registering
a 17-run victory over
Punjab Kings on Monday.

Speaking about their
performance, the
Australian said, "The team
has a never say die atti-
tude. We are fighters and
we play to the best of our
abilities, whether it's with
the ball or bat. There's a

hunger and desire to help
each other out as we care
for each other."

Sarfaraz Khan, who
played a blistering knock
of 32 runs from 16 balls,
said he enjoyed the role of
an opener.

"I had never opened be-
fore the game against
Punjab Kings so I was
looking to enjoy the posi-
tion. Before I got this op-
portunity, I had a feeling
that I could bat well as an
opener and things went ac-
cording to plan against
Punjab," Sarfaraz said.

The batter also motivat-
ed the team after their bat-

ting innings.
"I wouldn't have been

happy if my innings
wouldn't have helped the
team win. The environ-
ment within the team is
good and we have to play
well in one more game to
qualify for the playoffs.

"I was telling everyone
in the team after our bat-
ting that it's only a matter
of one wicket. If we get
one wicket then we'll be in
the game and we kept pick-
ing up wickets throughout
Punjab's innings."

Sarfaraz also spoke
about his father's impact
on his cricket career.

"The credit goes to my
father for whatever I am
today. He has driven from
Mumbai to Uttar Pradesh
to take me for games along
the way. We made stops in
various places such as
Madhya Pradesh,
Ghaziabad, Mathura and
Delhi so that I could play
matches and my father
has driven around 2500 km
for me."

The Delhi Capitals will
take on Mumbai Indians
in their last league match
at the Wankhede Stadium
in Mumbai on Saturday.

I get a buzz out of fielding: Warner

Cairo, May 17 (PTI):

India's ace woman squash
player Joshna Chinappa on
Tuesday withdrew from the
pre-quarterfinals of the PSA
World Championships due to
illness. Chinappa, seeded
12th, was scheduled to face
local favourite and eight seed
Rowan Elaraby, who got a
walkover into the quarterfi-
nals. World No. 14 Chinappa
had earlier defeated Katie
Malliff of England 3-0 (11-6
11-8 11-9) in the first round be-
fore getting the better of

Wales' Emily Whitlock, seed-
ed 18th, 3-0(11-8 12-10 11-5) in
the next round. Chinappa
was the lone India in the
women's section. India's
hopes now rely on 16th seed
Sourav Ghosal as he is set to
take on fourth seed Moutafa
Asal of Egypt in the men's
pre-quarterfinals on
Wednesday. Ghosal defeated
Zahed Salem of Egypt 3-1 (11-
4 11-9 6-11 11-7) in the opening
round and then eased past
Todd Harrity of USA 3-0 (11-8
11-8 11-7) in his next match.

The other two Indians in
the men's event, Mahesh
Mangaonkar and Ramit
Tandon exited in the second
round.

Mumbai, May 17 (PTI):

Former India captain
Sunil Gavaskar has second-
ed Mumbai Indians' skip-
per Rohit Sharma's opinion
that young Tilak Varma
could be an all-format bat-
ter for India.

Verma, who has been one
of the finds of IPL and with
368 runs from 12 games, is
the lone bright spot in an
otherwise dismal season for
the Mumbai Indians.

"Tilak Varma's tempera-
ment has been fantastic. In
his knock against Chennai
Super Kings, he walked into
the middle when the team
was under pressure. But the
way he dealt in ones and
twos (early on) was impres-
sive," Gavaskar said on Star
Sports. "He played a wide
range of shots and kept ro-
tating the strike. This
shows that he has a good
cricketing head on his
shoulders, and I think that's
important. "Once you have
that good cricketing brain,
you will be able to lift your-
self when things are not
going your way. You can
analyse yourself and get
back to scoring runs," the
legendary opener said.
Gavaskar further praised
the youngster for having

the basics right and agreed
with Rohit's observation
that the rising Hyderabad
cricketer could be an all-for-
mat India batter in the fu-
ture. "Rohit Sharma rightly
mentioned that he could be
an all-format player for
India. So now it's up to him
to work that little bit extra,
get his fitness going, get a
little tighter as far as the
technique is concerned and
prove Rohit right,"
Gavaskar said.

What has impressed
Gavaskar most is his tem-
perament.

"He's got the basics right.
Technically, he's right. He
gets right behind the line of
the ball. He's got a straight
bat, and while defending on
the front foot his bat is close
to the pad. So, all his basics
are right.

New Delhi, May 17 (PTI):

Indian team's historic
Thomas Cup victory will
make it a "badminton su-
perpower" as it has well and
truly arrived on world stage
with an achievement,
which is way bigger than
any individual accomplish-
ment, feels legendary
Prakash Padukone.

India on Sunday de-
throned defending champi-
ons and 14-time winners
Indonesia with a command-
ing 3-0 win in the summit
clash of the Thomas Cup
Final to script a historic
win.

"I didn't expect this to
happen so early, not at least
in the next 8-10 years. I
think we have truly arrived
and India will be consid-
ered a superpower and a
threat from now on. It will
give a big fillip to the sport,"
Padukone, India's first All
England Champion in 1980,
told PTI during an exclu-
sive interaction. Padukone
has no doubt that this
Indian badminton's water-
shed moment and there is a
need to capitalise and build
on this stupendous success.

"It was a complete team
effort and a convincing win

and a momentous occasion.
I think it is equally great or
perhaps greater than the
Individual success. We
needed this and I think our
moment has truly arrived.
Now there is no looking
back and its time to capi-
talise on it."

Padukone, who had led
India to the semi-finals in
1979 edition of Thomas
Cup, feels this win will have
a great impact on the sport
in the country and as a na-
tion, it is paramount that
we don't let the momentum
slip. "It will make it more
popular, trigger more
growth in the sport, more
youngsters will be taking it
up, more corporate and gov-
ernment support will come
and overall the standard
should improve and the
trend should show an up-
ward graph," he said.

Chinappa withdraws from
Round of 16 due to illness

̈ PSA World
Championships 

Tilak Varma could be an
all-format India batter:

Sunil Gavaskar

India will now be 
considered a badminton
superpower: Padukone

Mumbai, May 17 (PTI):

Legendary cricketers
Chris Gayle and AB de
Villiers have become the
first two players to be in-
ducted into the Royal
Challengers Bangalore's
Hall of Fame.

Former RCB skipper
Virat Kohli made the an-
nouncement about the in-
ductions of his two dear
mates.

"AB has truly changed
the game of cricket with
his innovation, brilliance,
and sportsmanship which
truly defines the RCB Play
Bold philosophy," Kohli
said in a statement posted
on the franchise's website.

"It's truly special for me
to be doing this for both of
you. We saw videos of how
you have changed the way
the IPL has been played
over the years. Two people
who have had a huge im-
pact in IPL being where it
is today; and RCB being
where it is today," he
added. While South
African great de Villiers
had been an integral part
of RCB from 2011 to 2021,
dashing left-handed batter

Gayle from West Indies
was with the franchise for
six years. De Villiers, who
had joined the induction
virtually, gave an emotion-
al message to everyone in
the team camp.

"To the RCB boys sitting
there, what an amazing
privilege. Quite emotional
to be honest," he said.
"Virat, thanks for the kind
words. Mike (Hesson),

Nikhil, everyone from the
franchise who set this up,
it's a really special touch.
We had some amazing
times together as a team,
and the sun has moved on
for Chris and I now, but
we're still very much part
of the family and will al-
ways be. "So yes, thank you
very much for the very
special touch. Faf and the
guys sitting there, Virat

and the guys that know me
really well for many years
know how special stuff
like this is to me. You guys
know how much of an
amazing journey I had
during the IPL, especially
with my RCB family, and
how it changed my life. So,
huge privilege to be part of
this. I don't have enough
words to thank you for this
touch."

AB de Villiers, Gayle inducted
into the RCB Hall of Fame

Johannesburg, May 17 (PTI):

South Africa on Tuesday
handed rookie right-hand-
ed batter Tristan Stubbs a
maiden call-up, while
Wayne Parnell made a
comeback after five years
for the upcoming five-
match T20 tour of India
starting June 9.

The 16-member contin-
gent will be led by Temba
Bavuma as South Africa
make a return to interna-
tional T20 cricket for the
first time since the ICC T20
World Cup in late 2021.

The 21-year-old Stubbs,
who impressed in the past
season while playing for
the Gbets Warriors in the
Cricket South Africa
(CSA) T20 Challenge,
scored 293 runs in seven in-
nings, at an average of
48.83 and a strike rate of
183.12, including 23 sixes.

He was also part of the
South Africa 'A' team to
Zimbabwe before he was
summoned by the Mumbai
Indians for the ongoing
Indian Premier League.
Among other notable selec-
tions is the return of

Anrich Nortje, who has
been recovering from a hip
injury since December last
year and batters, Reeza
Hendricks and Heinrich
Klaasen.

Nortje has been medical-
ly cleared for return and is
currently playing for the
Delhi Capitals in the IPL.

Parnell also makes a
comeback to the T20 set up
for the first time since
South Africa's tour of
England in 2017.

Besides, Keshav
Maharaj and number one
men's T20I bowler Tabraiz
Shamsi, the rest of the
South African team con-

sists of IPL players, name-
ly, Quinton de Kock, Aiden
Markram, David Miller,
Lungi Ngidi, Dwaine
Pretorius, Kagiso Rabada,
Rassie van der Dussen and
Marco Jansen.

"This is the Proteas like
we have not seen them in a
long time. The injection of
the IPL players means that
we will have a team that's
ready to fire on all cylin-
ders immediately and has
vast experience of the con-
ditions that we will be
playing in," Cricket South
Africa Convenor of
Selectors, Victor Mpitsang
said in a statement.

SA’s T20I Tour of India: Tristian Stubbs gets
maiden call-up, Parnell returns after 5 years

Tristian Stubbs
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Students of Aliah University stage a protest demanding online examination, at the university campus in Kolkata, Tuesday.

STUDENTS DEMAND ONLINE EXAM

Chief of Army Staff (CoAS) General Manoj Pande takes over as the Colonel of the Regiment of the 61st Cavalry,

in New Delhi. 
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New Delhi, May 17 (PTI): 

The Delhi High Court
Tuesday expressed dis-
pleasure over the filing of
an affidavit by the Centre
opposing a plea by LGBTQ
couples seeking live
streaming of proceedings
on a batch of petitions to
recognise same-sex mar-
riage under various laws,
as it contained certain al-
leged objectionable words.

As the petitioners
claimed that the Central
government has used
highly objectionable and
demeaning comments in
the affidavit, the high
court said the affidavit
should not come from the
ministry and the counsel
should not file it without
reading.

The court was informed
that though the govern-
ment’s affidavit has been
filed, it was not on record.

Have you read the affi-
davit? We advise you not to

place it on record and have
a relook. Don’t place it on
record. This is not correct.
Your affidavit should not
come from the ministry
and you should not file it
without reading. That
should not happen, a
bench of Acting Chief
Justice Vipin Sanghi and
Justice Navin Chawla told
the counsel representing
the Centre.

The bench further said,
as a counsel it is your re-
sponsibility to read it and
say if there is something
objectionable, you are not
obliged to file it. You
should be able to advise
your client accordingly.
Don’t do a mindless exer-
cise on this.

To this, the Centre’s
counsel said I take the
blame and added he will
examine the response and
will file a better one.

The court said the reply
vetted by the counsel be
placed on record before

the next date of hearing
on August 24. At the out-
set, senior advocate Neeraj
Kishan Kaul, representing
the applicants who have
filed the application, sub-
mitted that the Centre in
its affidavit has said that
the live streaming applica-
tion is malafide and filed
to gain sympathy, and such
statements coming from a
responsible government
show they are demeaning
the rights of same-sex cou-
ples. I am really troubled
that the government of
India has used such kind
words like sympathy, hal-
lucination, you are sensa-
tionalising. You may agree
or disagree on live stream-
ing that is another issue
but please don’t trivialise
and demean a struggle of
a lot of people who have
struggled for years till the
constitution bench of the
apex court recognised
their rights and bestowed
them rights which are

guaranteed under the
Consitution, he argued
and added that there
should be consequences
for making such state-
ments. Advocate Maneka
Guruswamy, appearing for
some of the petitioners,
said the Centre’s counsel
should start by making an
apology. The court was
hearing a batch of peti-
tions filed by several same-
sex couples seeking a dec-
laration recognising their
marriages under the
Special Marriage Act, the
Hindu Marriage Act, and
the Foreign Marriage Act.

A total of eight petitions
have been filed in the high
court on the issue.

The application for live
streaming of proceedings
was filed in the pending
petition of Abhijit Iyer
Mitra by Akhilesh Godi,
Prasad Raj Dandekar, and
Shripad Ranade, residents
of Karnataka and
Mumbai.

HC takes exception to Centre’s affidavit
filed with objectionable comments’

SAME-SEX MARRIAGE

Bengaluru, May 17 (PTI): 

A promising young TV
actor died after undergo-
ing plastic surgery at a
city facility here, police
said on Tuesday, with the
victim’s family alleging
medical negligence over
the ‘fat-free’ procedure
she underwent at the cos-
metic centre.

Chethana Raj (21), who
is said to have had a
promising career, had
made a mark in daily
soap operas such as
‘Doresani’ and ‘Geetha.’
She was admitted to Dr
Shetty’s Cosmetic Centre
on Monday for a plastic
surgery. While undergo-
ing the ‘fat-free surgery’
in the hospital, things
went wrong during oper-

ation after anesthesia, po-
lice said. As she suffered
a cardiac arrest, anes-
thetist Dr Melvin rushed
her to the Kaade
Hospital.

According to a com-
plaint lodged by Dr
Sandeep V, the ICU inten-
sivist at the Kaade
Hospital, Dr Melvin
rushed her to the hospital
and ‘threatened’ every-
one to treat her the way
he was directing.

He also stated there
was no pulse on the vic-
tim and tried CPR
( C a r d i o p u l m o n a r y
Resuscitation) for 45 min-
utes to revive her but
there was no response.
He suspected she was
brought dead. “We
strongly object to this

kind of behaviour by
these doctors and if nec-
essary we may decide to
file a report against
them. This report is sent
to you to bring to your no-
tice that this incident
does not appear normal,”
Dr Sandeep said in his
complaint.

There was no immedi-
ate response from Dr
Shetty’s Cosmetic Centre
despite repeated calls and
messages.

Chethana’s father K
Varadaraj said the hospi-
tal authorities told him
his daughter died of a
cardiac arrest. He has
lodged a complaint at the
Basaveshwara Nagar po-
lice station alleging med-
ical negligence against
them, he added.

Budding Kannada actor dies as 
cosmetic surgery allegedly goes awry Itanagar, May 17 (PTI): 

Landslides triggered
by heavy rains wreaked
havoc in Arunachal
Pradesh, snapping con-
nectivity in many areas,
officials said on
Tuesday.

Road connectivity be-
tween Itanagar and Ziro
in Lower Subansiri dis-
trict via Potin was dis-
rupted after a massive
landslide blocked the
road, they said.

Hundreds of vehicles
were stranded as road
clearing operations
were underway, they
added.

The road from
Itanagar to Gohpur in
Assam was also blocked
due to mud slips.
Landslides were also re-
ported from Karsingsa
block point along the

Itanagar-Banderdewa
NH-415, Itanagar Gompa
and RWD Colony here,
officials said.

The whereabouts of
the woman, who along
with two others were
buried alive in a land-
slide at Punjabi Dhaba
on Sunday night, is yet
to be known even after
more than 40 hours of
search operations, po-
lice said.

Inclement weather is
hampering the rescue
operation with more
landslides reported at
the spot, they said.

Two PWD labourers
were also buried in a
landslide at Ganga-Jully
Basti Road on Monday
afternoon while trying
to extricate a motorcy-
cle stuck in the mud.

Taking stock of the
situation, Chief

Minister Pema Khandu
appealed to all to take
precautionary meas-
ures, especially those
living along river banks
and streams, and in
landslide-prone areas.

“As I pray for eternal
peace of the departed
souls, I reiterate that
such disasters can be
avoided if we respect
nature and use common
sense in building hous-
es, earth-cutting and
blocking natural flow of
streams and rivulets,”
Khandu said.

The administration
has designated the gov-
ernment higher second-
ary school in Itanagar,
the government middle
school at Naharlagun
and Nikum Niya Hall at
Banderdewa as tempo-
rary relief camps, offi-
cials said.

Landslides wreak havoc in Arunachal

Amaravati, May 17 (PTI): 

The ruling YSR
Congress on Tuesday an-
nounced four candidates,
including two from
neighbouring Telangana,
for as many Rajya Sabha
seats from Andhra
Pradesh, biennial elec-
tion for which is slated
for June 10. YSRC presi-
dent and Chief Minister
Y S Jagan Mohan
Reddy’s lawyer S
Niranjan Reddy and BC
Welfare Association pres-
ident R Krishnaiah, both
hailing from Telangana,
have been chosen for
Rajya Sabha seats ignor-
ing the local party lead-
ers from the state. While
incumbent MP V

Vijayasai Reddy, who is
due to retire upon com-
pletion of his first term
next month, has been re-
nominated, former TDP
MLA Beeda Masthan
Rao has also been chosen
for the fourth seat.
Nomination process for
the four Rajya Sabha
seats from AP will begin
on May 24 with the issue
of notification and the
last date for filing papers
is May 31. Election, if re-
quired, will be held on
June 10. Given its
strength of 151 MLAs,
the YSRC is in a comfort-
able position to bag all
four seats. Its strength in
the Council of States will
swell to 9 (out of 11) after
the biennial election.

YSR Congress announces
candidates for RS polls 

Ahmedabad, May 17 (PTI): 

Four spherical metal
balls fell from the sky in
some villages of Gujarat
over the past few days,
which as per some ex-
perts are most likely the
debris of a Chinese
rocket or fuel storage
tanks of space launch
vehicles.

The hollow metal
spheres, each of about
1.5 feet diameter, fell be-
tween May 12 and 13 in
Dagjipura, Khambholaj
and Rampura villages of
Anand district and
Bhumel village of
neighbouring Kheda
district, Anand’s Deputy
Superintendent of
Police B D Jadeja told
PTI.

No one was injured by
these objects, which are
currently in possession
of the Anand police, he
said.

“Our primary analy-
sis suggested that these
metal balls might belong
to a satellite. For further
analysis, we have decid-
ed to consult the Indian
Space Research
Organisation (ISRO) as
well as the Physical
Research Laboratory in
Ahmedabad,” Jadeja
said.

US-based astronomer
Jonathan McDowell in a
tweet on May 12 said
these metal spheres are
likely debris of the
Chinese rocket Chang
Zheng 3B, commonly
known as CZ 3B.

The debris might have
fallen over Gujarat dur-
ing the “reentry” of the
rocket, he said.

On May 12, McDowell
tweeted, “The third
stage from the Chang
Zheng 3B serial Y86
rocket, which launched
the ZX-9B communica-
tions satellite in Sep
2021, reentered today
sometime around 0900-
1200 UTC.”

“CZ-3B Y86’s final or-
bital parameters are a
bit uncertain due to its
highly elliptical orbit
with very low (100 km or
so) perigee rapidly
changing due to drag.
But appears a fair match
for the reentry over
Gujarat at 1115 UTC
May 12 from which de-

bris has been found on
the ground,” he added.

Retired ISRO scientist
B S Bhatia said these
metal balls might be the
fuel tanks used in rock-
ets and satellites to
store hydrazine, a type
of liquid fuel.

Usually, empty storage
tanks on a rocket are
programmed to detach
automatically and fall
on the ground after the
fuel is completely con-
sumed.

“These large spheres
might be the storage
tanks for hydrazine.
This is a very common
fuel, primarily used to
keep satellites in their
orbit. This liquid fuel is
also used in rockets,”
Bhatia said.

‘Metal balls fell from sky in 
Guj might be Chinese rocket debris’

Bengaluru, May 17 (PTI): 

The Karnataka State
Election Commission on
Tuesday told the High
Court of Karnataka that
the State government had
taken away its powers
making it unable to hold
elections to Zilla
Panchayat and Taluk
Panchayats as mandated
by the Supreme Court.

A vacation division
bench of the High Court
comprising Justice SG
Pandit and Justice MG
Uma heard the Election
Commission’s petition
today.

Following last week’s
Supreme Court direction
to hold the ZP-TP elections

immediately, the
Commission filed a memo
before the High Court to
hear the pending petition
citing emergency.

The High Court asked
the Commission’s counsel
why a memo was filed be-
fore it instead of following
the Supreme Court’s di-
rection.

The counsel submitted
to the Court that the State
Government had with-
drawn the Election
Commission’s power on
delimitation of con-
stituencies and drawing
up the reservation list.
Without these the State
EC was unable to an-
nounce the election sched-
ule.

EC TO HC

‘K’taka govt has taken
away our powers’

Kolkata, May 17 (PTI): 

In West Bengal, 78.9 per
cent of the households
have bicycles, the highest
in the country, as per the
National Family Health
Survey (NFHS-5).

While the national aver-
age is 50.4 percent, Uttar
Pradesh holds the second
rank with 75.6 per cent of
the households owning a
bicycle, it said.

In Odisha, 72.5 per cent
of the households own a
bicycle, while in
Chattisgarh, the figure is
70.8 per cent. It is followed
by Assam (70.3 per cent),
Punjab (67.8 per cent),
Jharkhand (66.3 per cent)
and Bihar (64.8 per cent),
said the 2019-21 report.

Nagaland has the lowest
number of households
owning a bicycle at 5.5 per
cent, while in Sikkim it is
5.9 per cent. Among other
states, 29.9 per cent of
Gujarat households own a
bicycle, and in Delhi, it is
27.2 per cent, the report
stated.

A senior West Bengal
government official said
the top spot could be
bagged because of the
state government’s
‘Sabooj Sathi’ scheme.

“As a part of the
scheme, bicycles are given
to students of classes 9 to
12. This is the primary
reason why we have seen a
surge in the number of bi-
cycle users in West
Bengal.

NFHS DATA

‘78.9% households in WB have
bicycles, highest in country’

Kolkata, May 17 (PTI):

Calcutta High Court on
Tuesday directed CBI to in-
terrogate West Bengal
Minister of State for
Education, Paresh
Chandra Adhikari over the
alleged appointment of his
daughter as a teacher in a
state government aided
school. The order was
passed on a petition by a
candidate who alleged that
she was deprived of the job
despite having secured
higher marks than the
minister’s daughter in the
recruitment examination.
Justice Abhijit
Gangopadhyay directed
that the minister appear
before the CBI authorities
by Tuesday evening for in-

terrogation over the allega-
tions. Petitioner’s lawyer
Firdous Shamim claimed
that the candidate had se-
cured 77 marks in the re-
cruitment examination,
while the minister’s daugh-
ter got only 61.

Justice Gangopadhyay
had on four earlier occa-
sions ordered CBI in-
quiries in connection with
alleged irregularities in ap-
pointments of teaching
and non-teaching staff in
state government and gov-
ernment aided schools and
had also directed former
education minister Partha
Chatterjee, who now holds
the Industries and
Parliamentary Affairs
portfolio, to appear before
the agency for questioning.

Cal HC directs CBI to 
interrogate WB minister

For appointment of daughter

Lion sculpture found
during excavation 

BBhhuubbaanneesswwaarr::  A sculpture of a
lion was found during excava-
tion for the controversial her-
itage corridor project in Puri,
prompting the Archeological
Survey of India (ASI) to rush a
team to the spot on Tuesday,
officials said. The sculpture was
found on the premises of the
Emar Mutt near the 12th-centu-
ry Jagannath Temple, they said.
A part of the sculpture was dam-
aged during the digging work,
they added. “The ASI team of
experts will verify the stone
sculpture. They will see whether
the statue was found within the
corridor project boundary,” a
senior official said. The ASI had
earlier told the high court that
no heritage impact assessment
studies were conducted before
the commencement of the proj-
ect. “At several locations strati-
fied deposits of about 15 to 20 ft
have taken place, which has
caused irreparable damage to
the heritage site,” it had said.

Disgruntled 
WB MP meets BJP

top brass

Kolkata, May 17 (PTI):
After a meeting with BJP
president JP Nadda in
New Delhi, disgruntled
MP Arjun Singh on
Tuesday said that he has
briefed him about the state
of affairs in the party’s
West Bengal unit and now
the ball is now in the court
of the central leaders.

Singh was summoned
by the BJP top brass after
he voiced his reservations
against the way of func-
tioning of the party’s state
unit.
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Mishap
RReewwaarrii:: Five members of
a family, including two
women, were killed and
11 others were injured
after their vehicle collid-
ed with a parked truck
here on Tuesday, police
said. The accident took
place on the Delhi-Jaipur
highway near Odhi vil-
lage here, they said. All
those who died were res-
idents of Samod village
in Jaipur and were
returning from Haridwar
in a Multi Utility Vehicle.
The vehicle collided with
a truck parked on the
roadside near Odhi vil-
lage, police said.

Rescued 
SSeeoonnii:: Two tiger cubs
were injured allegedly by
irate villagers in Seoni
district in Madhya
Pradesh on Tuesday
morning and were res-
cued by a forest depart-
ment team, an official
said. The cubs were
spotted at Pipaltai pond
near Baelgaon village,
some 50 kilometres from
the district headquar-
ters, by villagers who
were plucking tendu
leaves, and a mob gath-
ered soon after, Chief
Conservator of Forest
(Seoni Circle) SS Udde
told PTI.

Watery grave
SSaahhaarraannppuurr::  Two men
drowned at the Yamuna
canal here where they
had gone to take a bath,
police said on Tuesday.
Yuvraj (20) and Devesh
(21), both friends, had
gone to take a bath with
another person late on
Monday evening but acci-
dently went to the deeper
side of the canal,
Superintendent of Police
(Dehat) Suraj Rai said.

Probe
SShhiimmllaa:: The Himachal
Pradesh government on
Tuesday decided to hand
over to the CBI a case of
the leakage of question
papers of the recruitment
test for constables. In a
hurriedly called press
conference at his official
residence Oakover here,
Chief Minister Jai Ram
Thakur said the state
government has decided
to hand over the probe
into the case to the CBI.

Lifer 
AAzzaammggaarrhh:: An Azamgarh
court has sentenced
seven people including a
jailed gangster for killing
a former MLA of the
Sagri assembly con-
stituency here. A special
court set up under the
Gangster Act and headed
by Additional Sessions
Judge Ramanand also
imposed a fine of Rs
50,000 on each of the
convicts for murdering
former MLA Sarvesh
Singh alias Sipu Singh.
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BRIEF

A man uses a scarf to shield
himself from the heat on a
hot summer day, in New

Delhi, Tuesday. 
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New Delhi, May 17 (PTI): 

In a significant develop-
ment, the Supreme Court
Tuesday directed the
District Magistrate of
Varanasi to ensure protec-
tion of area inside the
Gyanvapi-Shringar Gauri
complex where 'Shivling'
is said to be found in the
survey and allowed
Muslims to offer Namaz'
and perform religious ob-
servances .

Balancing the equity , a
bench comprising Justices
D Y Chandrachud and P S
Narasimha, while hearing
a plea of the Committee of
Management Anjuman
Intezamia Masjid which
manages Gyanvapi
mosque in Varanasi,
passed the order and re-
fused to stay the ongoing
proceedings before the
lower court.

The bench said it needed
to balance the rights of

contesting parties and
clarified that the order of
the civil judge (senior divi-
sion), hearing the plea of
petitioner Hindu devotees,
directing authorities to en-
sure the protection of the
area would not restrict
and impede the rights of
Muslim to offer Namaz

and to perform religious
observances.

This is an interim
arrangement till counsel
for the plaintiff is here. We
need to balance the rights
of contesting parties. The
order of May 16, 2022, to

the extent that DM,
Varanasi shall ensure the
protection of area where
Shivling' is said to be
found will not impede
upon the rights of the
Muslims to offer Namaz'
and perform religious ob-
servances , the bench said

in its order.
Senior advocate Huzefa

Ahmadi, appearing for the
Gyanvapi mosque commit-
tee, said the Muslims need
to perform wazu' or ablu-
tion as without that
namaz' would have no
meaning under Islam.

Dantewada, May 17: 

A naxal couple, involved
in several deadly attacks
and together carrying a re-
ward of Rs 7 lakh, surren-
dered before the security
forces in  Dantewada dis-
trict on Tuesday, police
said.

Hurra Kunjam and his
wife Budhari Madvi
turned themselves in be-
fore senior police and
CRPF officials, citing dis-
appointment with the hol-
low Maoist ideology and
exploitation of lower-rung
cadres by senior ultras,
D a n t e w a d a
Superintendent of Police
Siddharth Tiwari said.

Kunjam was the section
commander of platoon
number 24 under
Malangir area committee
of Maoists and his wife
was a member of the same
squad, he said, adding that
they carried rewards of Rs
5 lakh and Rs 2 lakh on
their heads respectively.

The couple was involved
in the Burkapal (Sukma

district) Maoist ambush in
2017, in which 25 security
personnel were killed, and
the Mailwada
(Dantewada) landmine at-
tack in 2016, in which
seven CRPF personnel
died, the official said.

With this, at least 539
naxals, including 130 with
rewards on their heads,
have so far quit violence in
the district under the 'Lon
Varratu' (return to your
home/village) surrender
and rehabilitation cam-
paign, which was
launched by the district
police in June 2020 by the
district police, he said.

New Delhi, May 17 (PTI): 

The CBI has registered
a fresh case against Lok
Sabha member Karti
Chidambaram for alleged-
ly facilitating visas of 263
Chinese nationals for a
power company after re-
ceiving illegal gratifica-
tion of Rs 50 lakh 11 years
ago when his father P
Chidambaram was the
Union home minister, offi-
cials said on Tuesday.

CBI teams conducted co-
ordinated search opera-
tions at 10 locations in
multiple cities in the
country, including resi-
dences of the
Chidambarams in
Chennai and Delhi on
early morning after regis-
tering the FIR, they said.

The searches spread
across multiple locations
in Chennai, Mumbai,
K o p p a l ( K a r n a t a k a ) ,

Jharsuguda (Odisha),
Mansa (Punjab) and
Delhi. "I have lost count,
how many times has it
been? Must be a record,"
Karti tweeted immediate-
ly after the CBI raids with-
out specifying. Later, he
further tweeted that his of-
fice has updated him
about the searches. "My

office has just updated on
the 'record' twice in 2015,
once in 2017, twice in 2018
and today :) 6!" Senior
Congress leader P
Chidambaram, in his
tweets in Hindi and
English, said a CBI team
searched his residence in
Chennai and his official
residence in Delhi.

New Delhi, May 17 (PTI): 

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Tuesday
said India has a lot of sto-
ries to be explored and
asked international film-
makers to benefit from the
seamless possibilities to
make movies in the coun-
try.

In a message, he ex-
pressed happiness on
India's participation as
'country of honour' at the
Marche du Films held
alongside the Cannes Film
festival. "As India cele-
brates its 75th year of
Independence, the 75th an-
niversary of Cannes Film
Festival as well as 75 years
of Indo-French diplomatic
ties enhance the pride and
joy associated with the mo-

mentous milestones," Modi
said. He noted India was the
largest film producing
country in the world with
rich heritage and cultural
diversity being its
strengths. "We have a lot of
stories to be explored. India
truly possesses immense
potential to become the con-
tent hub of the world,"
Modi said.

He said the government
was steadfast in its efforts
towards furthering ease of
doing business in the film
sector. "From facilitating in-
ternational film co-produc-
tions, to ensuring a single
window clearance mecha-
nism for permissions for
filming across the country,
India offers seamless possi-
bilities to filmmakers of the
world," Modi said. "Our
spellbinding locations, tech-
nological prowess in film
making and talent of young

men and women provide a
perfect backdrop for film
makers," he said.

Modi said it was hearten-
ing to note that a Satyajit
Ray film has been restored
for screening in the Cannes
Classic Section as India cel-
ebrates the birth centenary
of the legendary filmmaker.

He noted that startups
from India will showcase
their strengths at the
Cannes Film Festival. He
said the India Pavilion will
display facets of Indian cin-
ema and promote interna-
tional partnerships and
learnings. As a major high-
light of India's participa-
tion at this edition of
Cannes Film Festival, world
premier of "Rocketry", pro-
duced by R Madhavan, is
scheduled to be showcased
at the Palais des Festivals of
the market screening on
May 19.

New Delhi, May 17 (PTI): 

Union Home Minister
Amit Shah on Tuesday held
three back-to-back meet-
ings with top officials of the
security establishment to
assess the prevailing situa-
tion in Jammu and
Kashmir, including the re-
cent killings of civilians as
well as reviewed arrange-
ments for the forthcoming
Amarnath Yatra for which
the UT administration will
provide RFID tags to every
pilgrim. While Lt Governor
of J&K Manoj Sinha was
present in all the three

meetings, National
Security Advisor Ajit Doval
and Army Chief Gen
Manoj Pande attended the

meetings to discuss the se-
curity situation in the UT.
Senior officials from the
centre, para-military forces

and the UT administration
were also in these meetings.

Later in a statement, the
Union Home Ministry said
the J&K chief secretary in-
formed the meeting that
each pilgrim will be provid-
ed with a Radio Frequency
Identification Card (RFID)
and will be insured with Rs
5 lakh.

Shah said a "hassle-free"
journey for the pilgrims is a
priority of the Modi gov-
ernment and directed that
all arrangements, including
additional electricity, water,
and telecom facilities be
made.

New Delhi, May 17 (PTI): 

The Centre on Tuesday
issued instructions for
reservation in promotion
of Persons with
Benchmark Disabilities
(PwBDs) in all central gov-
ernment departments.

In September 2021, the
Supreme Court had "di-
rected the government to
issue instructions on
'reservation in promotion',
as provided in Section 34
of the Rights of Persons
with Disabilities Act,
2016".

"In case of promotion,
four per cent of the total
number of vacancies in
the cadre strength within

Group 'C', from Group 'C to
Group 'B', within Group 'B'
and from Group 'B' to the
lowest rung of Group 'A'
shall be reserved for
PwBDs," said an order is-
sued by the Department of
Personnel and Training
(DoPT) to secretaries of all
central government de-
partments.

Reservation in promo-
tion shall be applicable in
the cadres in which the el-
ement of direct recruit-
ment, if any, does not ex-
ceed 75 per cent, it said.

The DoPT has asked
every government depart-
ment to appoint a senior
officer as the Grievance
Redressal Officer.

New Delhi, May 17 (PTI): 

To prioritise its projects
under the PM Gati Shakti
scheme, the Railways has
formed a directorate within
the Railway Board(RB) and
set up its units in Khurda,
Bilaspur, Delhi and
Bengaluru divisions to ex-
pedite the ambitious
scheme, sources said.

The national master plan
for multi-modal connectivi-
ty aims to bring 16 min-
istries, including the
Railways and Roadways, to-
gether for integrated plan-

ning and coordinated im-
plementation of infrastruc-
ture connectivity projects.

It was launched last year.
The project aims to pro-

vide integrated and seam-
less connectivity for the
movement of people, goods
and services from one mode
of transport to another. It
will facilitate the last-mile
connectivity of infrastruc-
ture and also reduce travel
time for people. The new di-
rectorate, headed by an ad-
ditional-member rank offi-
cial, will comprise execu-
tive directors of different
departments like traffic,
civil, electrical, signalling
and telecom, finance, and
security.

Bengaluru, May 17 (PTI):

Around one lakh
students from across
the country applied

for a residential training
programme of Indian
Space Research
Organisation (ISRO) of
which 150 were selected, the
space agency said on
Tuesday.

The 'YUva VIgyani
KAryakram' (YUVIKA) is
being conducted by ISRO
from May 16 to May 28.

ISRO said 150 students
were selected from all the
states and Union territories
of the country.

The training is organised
at five centres of ISRO --

Vikram Sarabhai Space
C e n t r e ,
Thiruvananthapuram, U R
Rao Satellite Centre,
Bengaluru, Space
Applications Centre,
Ahmedabad, National
Remote Sensing Centre,
Hyderabad, and North
Eastern Space Applications
Centre, Shillong. The pro-
gramme includes class-
room lectures, hands-on ac-
tivities, interaction with
eminent scientists, lab/fa-
cility visits, sky gazing, ro-
botic assembly, and 'Cansat'
experiments, according to
an ISRO statement.

All the students will be
taken to SDSC SHAR-
Sriharikota, the space port

of India, for a visit and face-
to-face interaction with
ISRO Chairman S
Somanath, it was stated.

"Around one lakh stu-
dents applied for the pro-
gramme. Finally, 150 stu-
dents were selected based
on the academic scores and
achievements in other co-
curricular activities", ISRO
said. Somanath inaugurat-
ed YUVIKA-2022 in a virtu-
al event on Monday.

Addressing the gather-
ing, Somanath urged the
students to fully utilise the
opportunity to interact
with the senior scientists
and technocrats whom they
are going to meet in the
next two weeks.

SIGNIFICANT DEVELOPMENT

‘Muslims can offer namaaz at Gyanvapi’
̈ SC orders Shivling

site protected

Advocate Barun Kumar Sinha 
representing Hindu Sena 

interacts with the media after the
hearing of the case of Varanasis
Gyanvapi Masjid-Shringar Gauri

Temple complexs survey, 
in New Delhi, Tuesday.

A Varanasi court, which had
ordered the videography
survey of the Gyanvapi
Mosque complex, Tuesday
removed advocate commis-
sioner Ajay Mishra on
grounds of non-cooperation,
an official said. The court
also gave two more days to
the commission to submit
the survey report. "Ajay
Mishra, the advocate com-
missioner has been removed
by the court," assistant
advocate commissioner Ajay
Pratap Singh told PTI. Singh
further said Mishra was
removed on the grounds of
non-cooperation.

Officer who 
ordered Gyanvapi 

videography sacked
Ajay Mishra was removed as survey commis-
sioner after lawyers representing the Hindu
petitioners and the mosque respondents had
a heated argument in court today over the
findings of the filming being leaked to the
media even before the report was submitted
to court. Ajay Mishra was removed on a com-
plaint by Vishal Singh, who is the new Chief Advocate
Commissioner. "I did nothing wrong. I was betrayed by Vishal
Singh. He took advantage of my trusting nature," Mr Mishra told
NDTV. "We prepared the report together till 12 am last night. I
had no idea Vishal Singh was conspiring against me. I feel really
sad. I was not biased. I will not say anything about the survey,"
he said. Vishal Singh, the new survey head, said he had com-
plained against Ajay Mishra to the court. "I had given the petition
regarding the conduct of Ajay Mishra. Ajay Mishra had appointed
a videographer who was giving statements in the media and
spreading rumours. I am saying with full responsibility that my
report will be fair," he said. Appearing to concede that the video-
grapher he hired had leaked the details, Mr Mishra said: "What
can I do about it? I hired the photographer, he cheated."

‘I was betrayed’

Wanted naxal couple surrenders
before security forces

̈ Carried reward of 
Rs 7 lakh on their heads Hurra Kunjam and his wife

Budhari Madvi turned them-
selves in before senior police
and CRPF officials, citing disap-
pointment with the hollow
Maoist ideology and exploita-
tion of lower-rung cadres by
senior ultras. Kunjam was the
section commander of platoon
number 24 under Malangir area
committee of Maoists and his
wife was a member of the same
squad, they carried rewards of
Rs 5 lakh and Rs 2 lakh on their
heads respectively.

About the surrender 

PM’S MESSAGE FOR CANNES FEST 

‘Lot of stories to explore in India’
̈ Modi invites global

filmmakers

CBI books Karti in new money-for-Chinese-visa case

CBI officials during a raid at the residence of Congress MP Karti
Chidambaram, at Lodhi Estate in New Delhi, Tuesday. 

The Congress Tuesday put its
weight behind party leader P
Chidambaram, saying the CBI
raids against him and his son
in connection with an 11-year-
old case are "wrong" and
aimed at diverting attention
from the key issues of infla-
tion and unemployment.
The party also said P
Chidambaram is a nationalist
and patriot whose commit-
ment to the country is beyond
question. Senior Congress
spokesperson Ajay Maken told
reporters at a press confer-
ence here that the "raids were
wrong". "The Congress party
stands behind P
Chidambaram. This is being
done to divert the attention of
people from the issue of rising
inflation and unemployment,"
he told reporters.

‘Raids wrong, party
stands behind
Chidambaram’

FLOODS WREAK HAVOC

Villagers use a boat to move from a flooded area to safer places after rain at a village
in Nagaon district, Tuesday.

RB forms directorate to prioritise
projects in Bilaspur Division

̈ Under PM Gati
Shakti scheme

Govt fixes reservation
in PwBDs at 4 %
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ISRO’s residential training prog

RFID, Rs 5 lakh insurance for pilgrims

Amit Shah reviews JK security; takes
stock of Amarnath Yatra preparations

Union Home Minister Amit Shah with J & K Lieutenant Governor
Manoj Sinha and Home Secretary Ajay Kumar Bhalla while 
charing a meeting on the logistical arrangements for the
Amarnath Yatra, in New Delhi, Tuesday.
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Bhilai, May 17: 

A 70-year-old old woman
will get pension again
after a gap of three years
in the labour-dominated
area of Joratarai. The old
lady had reached ‘Nidan
40’ camp with her griev-
ance. On receiving the
complaint, the concerned
officer handled the matter
in a sensitive manner and
resolved the problem im-
mediately. Risali Mayor
Shashi Sinha, Speaker
Keshav Banchor, MIC
members and Corporators

were present at the camp.
Risali Municipal
C o r p o r a t i o n
Commissioner Ashish
Dewangan is organizing
ward wise camps to take
the schemes of the gov-
ernment to the doorsteps
of people and benefit
them. One such camp was
organised in Joratarai,
which is located at the bor-
der of Risali Municipal
Corporation. The 70-year-
old lady Pirobati Manjhi,
a resident of Joratarai,
filed her complaint re-
garding pension at this

camp. Now, she will get
her pension after a gap of
three years. About 190 peo-
ple submitted applications
regarding different prob-
lems in the camp. Out of
these applications, 105
were resolved on the spot.
Mayor in Council mem-
bers Vilas Rao Borkar,
Anoop Dey, Chandrabhan
Thakur, Parmeshwar,
Sanir Sahu, Ishwari Sahu,
Corporator Dr Seema
Sahu, Harish Chandra,
Executive Engineer
Sushil Babar and officers
and employees of the cor-

poration were present.
The main objective of the
camp is to resolve the
problems related to Ration
Card, Aadhar card and
pension cases. The offi-
cers of the corporation
are conducting the work
of deletion, name addi-
tion, correction of wrong
names in the ration card
with the help of the offi-
cials of the Food
Department. On Tuesday,
the problems of 39 ration
card holders were re-
solved in the camp. Risali
Municipal Corporation is

also collecting revenue in
the camp. The arrears
were recovered from the
year 2016-17. Property tax
of Rs 14500 was collected
at the camp. 61 applica-
tions related to ration
cards were received out of
which 39 were resolved.
Nine out of 13 pension ap-
plications were resolved.
Nine applications of new
tap connection were re-
ceived. All the applica-
tions of city sanitation;
Pradhan Mantri Awas;
Name Transfer; and
Construction works were
resolved on the spot. 55 ap-
plications of Aadhar
Registration were re-
ceived out of which 41
were resolved. Under
Nidan-40, a public griev-
ance redressal camp will
be organized in Dundera
on May 18. Citizens of
wards 35 and 36 of Risali
Municipal Corporation
can submit their applica-
tions and complaints at
the camp.

Seventy-year-old woman to get
pension again after three years Bhilai, May 17: On the in-

structions of the BMC
Mayor Neeraj Pal, Public
Grievance Redressal
Camps are being organ-
ised in different areas of
municipal limits. In this
sequel, a large number of
people reached the camp
organised at Ward
Number 05, Kosa Nagar
with their applications and
complaints. BMC
Commissioner Prakash
Surve and MIC member
and local Corporator
Sandeep Nirankari re-
mained present at the
camp. They received the
applications and com-
plaints and ensured imme-
diate resolution of the
complaints. Some pension
beneficiaries including
Babli Kori, Sushila Devi,
Lalita Gaikwad, Shanti
Bai Vishwakarma and
Champa Bai had also
reached the camp. They
complained that they were
not getting pension for the
past few months. On the in-
structions of the BMC
Commissioner and MIC
member, the concerned of-

ficials examined their
cases and assured them
that their pension will
restart from next month.
These women were the
beneficiaries of widow
pension, Sukhad Sahara
pension and social securi-
ty pension. In the camp, ap-
plications are being made
by people regarding prob-
lems like water, sanitation,
pension, electricity, lease
etc. The officials are mak-
ing efforts to resolve the
maximum number of ap-
plications on the spot.
Apart from Kosa Nagar, a
camp was organized in
Vaishali Nagar Sanskritik
Bhawan, Santoshi Para
Camp 2 Ward Office, Ward
No 41 Industrial Area,
Chhawani Community

Building and at Satvijay
Auditorium in Sector 5
Ward No 60. A large num-
ber of people submitted
their applications and
complaints at these camps.
On May 18, public griev-
ance redressal camp will
be organised in Ward
Number 6 Sanjay Nagar at
Sheetla Mandir of
Priyadarshini Parisar
(West), Ward Number 21 -
Siyan Sadan of Kailash
Nagar Kurud; Ward
Number 34 - Veer Shivaji
Nagar, Durga Manch
Sharma Colony; Ward
Number 42 - Madarsa Road
Community Building of
Gautam Nagar; and Ward
Number 61 - Sector 6 (East)
Municipal Corporation
Office.

Commissioner and MIC member
redress public grievances

Bhilai, May 17: 

Bhilai Municipal
Corporation is continu-
ously taking action
against the illegal en-
croachments in the munic-
ipal limits. In this sequel,
an anti-encroachment
drive was conducted in
Zone 03 Mother Teresa
Nagar area on Tuesday.
The team of the Revenue
Department removed the
encroachments in
Santoshipara. Here, the
site of the proposed public
toilet was encroached by a
person. The encroacher
had constructed a bound-
ary wall on this land. The
BMC team demolished the
illegal construction and
the land was freed from
encroachment. To crack
down on encroachment
and illegal constructions,
BMC Commissioner

Prakash Surve has formed
a team of officers/employ-
ees. The team maintains
vigil and takes action
against the encroachers.

On receipt of complaints
of illegal occupation and
encroachment, immediate
action is taken by the
Revenue Department.

Zone 03 Assistant Revenue
Officer Malkhan Singh
Sori said that action was
taken against the en-
croachers on the instruc-
tions of Zone
Commissioner Yesha
Lehre. He said that accord-
ing to the demand of the
citizens of Ward 25
Santoshipara, a public toi-
let is to be constructed. Its
approval and other depart-
mental process have been
done but the proposed site
was encroached by a per-
son. Notice was served to
the encroacher but he was
not removing the en-
croachment. On Tuesday,
the team of Revenue
Department of Zone 03
reached the spot and the il-
legally constructed bound-
ary wall was demolished.
The employees of Zone 03
Revenue Department were
present.

Encroachment removed 
from site of proposed public toilet 

Bhilai, May 17: 

Bhilai Municipal
Corporation Commissioner
Prakash Surve visited the
low lying localities of the
city during his morning
visit on Tuesday. He took
stock of the cleaning of the
drain near Panchmukhi
Hanuman temple. He di-
rected the BMC officers to
identify all the areas which
are prone to water logging
and get the drains inten-
sively cleaned. The
Commissioner also inspect-
ed the Odia Mohalla and in-
quired about the drinking
water supply. He interacted
with some people of the lo-
cality regarding cleanliness
and water supply and took
feedback from women.
During inspection,

Commissioner came to
know that banned plastic
was being used by the gro-
cery shop near Model Town
Panchmukhi temple. He
immediately instructed the
officials to take action. The
locals also complained

about the use of banned
plastic and disposables. The
Municipal Commissioner
immediately directed the
team to take action against
the shopkeepers who were
using single use plastic. The
team imposed a fine on two

shops and recovered Rs
3000. It needs to be men-
tioned here that Mayor
Neeraj Pal has given in-
structions to the officials to
clean the drains before the
rains. Accordingly, pre
monsoon cleaning of

drains is being conducted.
Health Officer
Dharmendra Mishra, Zone
Health Officer Ankit
Saxena, Anjani Singh and
Kamlesh Dwivedi were
present during the inspec-
tion.

Pre-monsoon preparations underway;
Commissioners visits low lying areas

Bhilai, May 17: 

A team of BSP Ex-OA
office bearers comprising
of SR Das (President),
Dilip Verma (General
Secretary) and RB Gupta
(Vice President) visited
the newly opened
Arogyam Superspeciality
Hospital situated on
Nehru Nagar Bypass on
Monday to get first hand
knowledge of the

Hospital including its
OPD, IPD, ICU etc. The
team held detailed dis-
cussion with the head of
the Hospital and
Urologist Dr NR Daruka,
the only qualified
Nephrologist of the
Bhilai area Dr RK Sahu
and the other specialist
doctors present in the
hospital. During visit of
the wards, OPD area, ICU,
private Cabins, Dialysis

unit and other sections of
the hospital, the Ex-OA
team found that the hos-
pital is well equipped and
certain other facilities
such as Echo,
Ultrasound, Kidney
Transplant are awaiting
Govt approval and would
start soon. A large num-
ber of patients were seen
in the OPD area, in the
Ayushman wards, the
Dialysis area & other
places. President SR Das
said that the cabins are
very nice and urology
surgeries are done regu-
larly. The team felt that
the hospital is unique for
its Urology & Nephrology
treatment facilities.

Ex-OA team submitted
its members list who will
be eligible for cashless
IPD treatment and also
avail various discounts.
The OPD fee for Ex-OA
members will be only Rs
135, he informed.

Bhilai, May 17: 

Citizens are continu-
ously visiting the
Collector Jandarshan
for redressal of their
problems. During the
Jandarshan on
Tuesday, the villagers
of Gram Panchayat
Bhothali submitted an
application seeking
construction of anicut
on river Kharkhara.

The applicants stated
that their village is sit-
uated on the banks of
river Kharkhara but
still they face water
problems during the
summer season. The
people of the village
are actively involved in
farming as well as in
the works of bari in
Gauthan.

The village needs
water so that there is
no obstacle in agricul-
tural work as well as

the operations of gov-
ernment schemes. In
view of the public in-
terest, the villagers
have demanded for con-
struction of anicut on
River Kharkhara. The
water collected at the
anicut will provide
much relief to the vil-

lagers. Taking cog-
nizance of the situa-
tion, the Collector for-
warded the case to the
concerned officer.

In another case, an
applicant approached
the Collector with an
application to get the
names of his daughters

included in the ration
card. The applicant
stated that in order to
get the names of the
family members includ-
ed in the ration card, he
visited the Municipal
Corporation Durg and
submitted the applica-
tion along with the
Aadhar cards. However,
the names of both his
daughters have not
been included in the ra-
tion card yet.

The family receives
ration of only one per-
son. In the present situ-
ation of inflation, the
family is facing prob-
lems to meet the ends.

The applicant re-
quested the Collector to
get the names of his
daughters added in the
ration card. Collector
immediately sent the
application to the con-
cerned officer for ap-
propriate action.

Villagers demand construction of anicut

BSP Ex-OA Team visits Arogyam Hospital

Bhilai, May 17: 

SAIL-Bhilai Steel
Plant’s water require-
ments are being met by
Water Resources
Department of Govt of
Chhattisgarh through
the Mahanadi River
Project. This water is
treated in the Water
Treatment Plant where
as a result of continu-
ous efforts, the quality
of water is brought
within designated
norms. The treated
water is made available
to residents of township
through Public Health
E n g i n e e r i n g
Department of Town

Services Department.
Maintenance of exist-

ing infrastructure,
checking and inspection
of water is being car-
ried out consistently by
PHE department to deal
with the complaints re-
garding water supply.
Numerous activities
have been carried out in
the last three months by
BSP to ensure supply of
clean and safe potable
water. Some of these
measures include clean-
ing work of all the 28
Over Head Tanks (& 8
Under Ground
Reservoirs in stages, all
of which has been com-
pleted by March 2022.

Regular inspection has
been conducted for
water supply line leak-
ages and rectification
work has been complet-
ed. Corrective action
has been taken by
checking/repairing of
pipes / flushing of pipes
for domestic water sup-
ply lines while flushing
has been done in 24
streets.

Water sampling is
being done for checking
quality parameter of
drinking water along
with regular inspection
for drinking water pipe
lines for major/ minor
leakages. Repairs/ re-
placement are taken up

regularly in the water
supply lines based on
complaints/observing
leakages. About 21 km
of pipe lines have been
replaced in the past 3
years and repairs of
more than about 1500
Nos. complaints related
to leakages have been at-
tended.

SAIL-BSP is a respon-
sible corporate citizen
and strives to maintain
good quality potable
within designated stan-
dards. Water is being
supplied after ensuring
its proper quality. Water
being supplied to BSP
township is fully safe for
use.

BSP speeds us measures to improve quality of potable water

Bhilai, May 17: 

Bhilai Charoda
M u n i c i p a l
C o r p o r a t i o n
Commissioner has is-
sued an order to con-
duct physical verifica-
tion of the beneficiar-
ies of all pension
schemes. All the pen-
sioners of old age pen-
sion scheme, widow,
handicapped, Sukhad
Sahara, Social
Security and Chief
Minister Pension

schemes are being ver-
ified in all the wards
by the officials of
Bhilai Municipal
Corporation. The phys-
ical verification cam-
paign commenced
from May 12 and will
conclude on May 20.
The BCMC officials
will collect informa-
tion of Aadhar, Bank
Account, Ration Card,
Voter ID Card and
Mobile Number from
the pensioners. The
Pension Department of

the Corporation has
instructed all pension
beneficiaries to pro-
vide all their docu-
ments to the employ-
ees of the Corporation.
If any beneficiary is
not getting pension for
the last 2-3 months, the
beneficiary can con-
tact the Pension
Branch of the
M u n i c i p a l
Corporation, informed
Vikas Chandra
Tripathi of the Public
Relations Department.

BCMC to conduct physical
verification of pensioners

SAIL supplies special
steel for INS ‘Udaygiri’

and INS ‘Surat’

BBhhiillaaii,,  MMaayy  1177:: Steel Authority
of India Limited (SAIL) has sup-
plied 4300 Tonnes of special
steel for India’s indigenous
navy warships INS ‘Udaygiri’
and INS ‘Surat’. The steel sup-
plied by SAIL comprises DMR
249A grade Plates and HR
Sheets. The entire quantity of
steel has been supplied from
SAIL’s Bokaro, Bhilai and
Rourkela Steel Plants. This is in
continuation to SAIL’s sus-
tained efforts to contribute
substantially in India’s ‘Aatma
Nirbhar Bharat’ mission and to
strengthen the country’s
efforts towards import substi-
tution. Earlier, SAIL had sup-
plied special quality steel for
India’s various defence proj-
ects including INS Vikrant, INS
Kamorta among others.
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COOL DIP

Children are enjoying dip in a water pond during hot summer here on Tuesday.

Raipur, May 17: CM
Bhupesh Baghel will be
starting second-phase of
his Vidhan Sabha-wise
tour from tomorrow and
during this he will be tour-
ing different districts of
Bastar division and take
stock of ground realities
about implementation of
various government
schemes and its benefit to
actual beneficiary.

The second-phase of
CM’s ‘Bhent-Mulakat’ pro-
gramme will be starting
from tomorrow and con-
clude on June 2. During
this CM Baghel will re-
view implementation of

various government
schemes at ground-level
and would review about
the progress on various
fronts and projects. First
CM will visit Konta and
then to Sukma district and
from there reaching
Bijapur would tour other
districts of Bastar divi-
sion. During this CM
would hold ‘Jan-chaupal’
and would meet people
and villagers and find

out their grievances and
benefits from the govern-
ment schemes and prob-
lems if any.

It is notable here that
CM Baghel started the
first-phase of his ‘Bhent-
Mulakat’ on May 4 and
started it from Surguja
district. During this he
met villagers and people
from all sections of the
society making surprise
visit and finding loop-
holes in the system and
inordinate delay in im-
plementation of various
government schemes
even action against gov-
ernment officers and
those in-charge and
made hosts of announce-
ment for people being re-
gion-specific and also for
welfare of that commu-
nity or society in partic-
ular.

Baghel to start second phase
of ‘Bhent-Mulakat’ from today
p To tour Bastar 

division starting
from Konta and
Sukma district

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, May 17: Mayor
Aijaz Dhebar along today
inspected different proj-
ects of Raipur Smart City
Ltd (RSCL). The Mayor, ac-
companied by Raipur
Collector Sourabh Kumar,
Municipal Commissioner
Prabhat Malik and RSCL
Managing Director
Mayank Chaturvedi in-
structed the concerned of-
ficers to complete all ongo-
ing construction works
within stipulated time
frame.

Necessary construction
works should be complet-
ed before the rainy season,
so that no project gets de-
layed due to rain, he told
the officials. Dhebar today
inspected construction
works being carried out in
Budha Talab in second
phase. Budhatalab (pond)

is the historical identity of
Raipur and is marked as
an important site due to its
direct connection with the
common people, he said,
adding that the work of
the second phase should
also be completed soon
under the time bound pro-
gram and special care
should be taken to main-
tain the facilities prepared

under the first phase.
He inspected ongoing

works being carried out by
RSCL in Sapre School
Building and School
Ground.

He said that with the
completion of this con-
struction work, the facili-
ties available to the stu-
dents in the school premis-
es would be improved.

The Mayor also inspect-
ed the hygienic market
being prepared with uplift-
ment of Shastri Market.
He took detailed informa-
tion about the progress of
the work of 84 shops under
construction in the mar-
ket.

He instructed to com-
plete the necessary con-
struction work in Narayya
Talab before the rainy sea-
son. During the inspection
visit, the Zone
Commissioner of
Municipal Corporation
Zone-04 Vinay Mishra,
Raipur Smart City Ltd.
Manager, Civil Rakesh
Gupta, SP Sahu, Deputy
Manager Rajesh Rathore,
Assistant Manager Arjita
Dewan gave detailed infor-
mation about the activities
carried out for the upgra-
dation of construction
works and facilities.

Mayor inspects smart city projects
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Raipur, May 17:
Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) on
Tuesday held the Chief
Minister Bhupesh
Baghel responsible for
collapse in Law &
Order situation in
Chhattisgarh as crimi-
nal incidents is on rise.

In a statement issued
here, the BJP MLA
Brijmohan Agrawal
said that increase in
criminal cases have
been reported across
Chhattisgarh includ-
ing Raipur as the city
has become shelter of
the criminals. He also
questioned the posting
of the Police Officials
which has resulted in
failure of Law & Order
situation in Raipur

and added that eligible
officials are being ig-
nored in the process of
posting whereas fa-
voritism is given prior-
ity. BJP MLA claimed
that the police working
is in accordance to the
interest of the state
government as crimi-
nals are getting politi-
cal patronage. MLA al-
leged that political
misuse of police is
being carried out
which has resulted in
weaker Law & Order
across Chhattisgarh.
He also added that new
stringent law on
demonstration has
also been added only to
ensure that employees
and opposition leaders
are not able to register
protest against the
state government.

BJP holds CM responsible for
poor Law & Order situation

Raipur, May 17: Wachi
Pareek- Miss Teen
Universe India 2021 is a 19
year old currently pursu-
ing her Bachelors in
Business Administration
(BBA) through Indira col-
lege of commerce and sci-
ence Pune. She is also a
Cambridge A levels gradu-
ate. She thoroughly enjoys
studying, thereby scoring
an A Grade in
‘Information Technology’
in her A-levels. Wachi has
always been interested in
leadership involving activ-
ities and has been the
house captain and vice
head head girl in her jun-
ior college. With keen in-
terest in co-curricular ac-
tivities she has participat-
ed and aced in the fields of
Arts, elocution, sports,

Modelling and pageantry.
Aside from those she also
likes to dance and bake oc-
casionally 

She set foot in the world
of pageants at the mere
age of 13 after struggling
with low self esteem be-
cause of being bullied.
Her love for pageants
grew exponentially and

she found herself eager to
get the opportunity to rep-
resent India internation-
ally and that’s how she
found Glamanad’s teen
pageant Miss Teen India.
Though she only made it
to the top 15 she didn’t lose
hope. She went ahead to
train at the Tiara pageant
training studio in Pune to
prepare her for Miss Teen
Diva and indeed the re-
sults of her hard work
paid off as she was
crowned the winner and
got the opportunity to rep-
resent India at Miss Teen
Universe.

She won the title of
Miss Teen Universe 2nd
runners up and Is the first
Asian and first Indian to
ever bring the crown
home.

Wachi Pareek is 2nd runner’s 
up of Miss Teen Universe

Mahant pays
courtesy visit 
to Governor

Raipur, May 17:
C h h a t t i s g a r h
Legislative Assembly
Speaker Dr Charandas
Mahant on Tuesday
paid a courtesy visit to
Governor Anusuiya
Uike at Rajbhawan
here. Lok Sabha mem-
ber from Korba
Jyotsana Mahant was
also present on the occa-
sion.

He held discussion on
key issues including the
subjects to be taken up
during the forthcoming
session of Assembly.

Raipur, May 17: State
President of Chhattisgarh
Chamber of Commerce and
Industries, Amar Parwani,
General Secretary Ajay
Bhasin, Treasurer Uttam
Golchha, Working
President Rajendra Jaggi,
Vikram Singhdeo, Ram
Mandhan, Manmohan
Agarwal said that the
Chamber’s delegation  met
RMC Mayor Aijaz Dhebar
and District Superintendent
of Police, Mr. Prashant
Agrawal in concern with in-
crease in loot cases with
traders in Dumtarai area
and for the prevention of
criminal activities
Chamber State President,
Amar Parwani informed
that traders are falling prey
to loot cases on Kamal
Vihar road to Devpuri
Wholesale Vegetable
Market. Traders have to do
their business in an atmos-

phere of fear. Mr. Parwani
met RMC Mayor and de-
manded to install street
lights and CCTV cameras to
stop the increasing criminal
activities against traders
and the incidents of rob-
bery in the city. On which
RMC Mayor gave  a positive
assurance and immediately
directed the concerned offi-
cers to take appropriate ac-
tion. In the context of the
said incident, Mr. Parwani
along with Chamber delega-
tion met the District
Superintendent of Police

and requested to set up a po-
lice outpost at Devpuri
Wholesale Grain Market
and demanded to increase
patrolling on the said route.
Chamber delegation also
met Narendra Khetrapal at
MMI Hospital and inquired
about his health condition
and took the details of the
whole incident and met
Navin Sharma, Director of
MMI Hospital and request-
ed for specific treatment to
Narendra.

On this occasion,
Chamber  State President

Amar Parwani, General
Secretary Ajay Bhasin,
Treasurer Uttamchand
Golchha, Working
President Rajendra Jaggi,
Vikram Singhdeo, Ram
Mandhan, Vice President
Mahesh Daryani, Minister-
Nilesh Mundhra, Shankar
Bajaj, Prashant Gupta,
Jawahar Tharani, Govind
Maheshwari, Yuva
Chamber General Secretary
Kanti Patel, Youth Chamber
Vice President Vipul Patel
and Vijay Kshatriya  were
present.

Chamber’s delegation met RMC
Mayor, SP Prashant Agrawal 

p In connection with
the robbery in
Dumartarai area
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Raipur, May 17:
Chhattisgarh managed
to score just 150 runs in
the practice match
against Utterakhand
ahead of the Ranji
Trophy Cricket tourna-
ment after put into bat
first.

Kivnoor Chabra was
the highest scorer for
Chhattisgarh as he
managed to score 48
runs from 118 balls
whereas Ian Costner (36
runs) and Vasudev

Bareth (10 not out) were
the other major contrib-
utors for the team.

In reply, the
Utterakhand team had
scored 160 runs for 2
wickets at close of play
on day one.

Tanush was unbeaten
on 46 runs whereas
Kunal (46 runs) and
Rohin (39 not out) also
made major contribu-
tions for the team.
Gagandeep and
Abhishek Khare
claimed one wicket each
for Chhattisgarh.

SPORTS ROUND-UP

Ch’garh fails to impress in
Ranji practice match

Youth found
dead on 

railway track
Raipur, May 17: A
youth was found dead on
the railway track of
Raipur. The youth died
on the spot after being
hit by a train. Police
started investigation to
know whether it was an
accident or suicide. This
incident took place in
Pandri area.

Some people passing
near the railway track
saw the dead body of a
young man lying on the
side of the track on
Tuesday morning and
immediately informed
the police. Injury marks
were found on the body. It
is suspected that the
youth may have come
under wheels of the
train while crossing the
track. The youth fell on
the side of the tracks and
due to head injury, the
youth died on the spot.
The police are inquiring
for the identity of the
youth in the surround-
ing settlement. Efforts
are on to ascertain
whether this person
committed suicide or
not.

Raipur, May 17:
Chhattisgarh Board of
Secondary Education is
preparing to conduct the
10th-12th supplementary ex-
amination in July. At pres-
ent, applications are being
invited from the students for
revaluation and recounting.
It will be checked after May
30. After this, applications
will be called for supplemen-
tary examination. It is no-
table this time 15,983 candi-
dates have got supplemen-
tary in the class 10th exami-
nation. At the same time,
the results of 294 candidates
have been withheld, out of
which the results of 115 can-
didates have been withheld
due to cheating and 134 can-
didates have been canceled
due to lack of eligibility, the
results of 17 students have
been withheld for checking.

Apart from this, the ex-
amination results of 28 can-
didates will be announced
later. At the same time,
34,199 candidates have got
supplementary in class 12th.
The results of 188 candi-
dates have been withheld
due to various reasons, out
of which the results of
seven have been withheld
due to copying. Due to lack
of eligibility, the applica-
tions of 171 candidates were
canceled and the results of
four candidates were with-
held for checking. Apart
from this, the examination
results of six candidates
will be declared later.

It is noteworthy that a
total of 3 lakh 75 thousand
694 candidates were regis-
tered in the main examina-
tion of high school. Out of
these, 3 lakh 63 thousand 301
candidates had appeared in
the examination. At the
same time, two lakh 92 thou-
sand 611 candidates were
registered in the Higher
Secondary Main
Examination 2022. Out of
these, 2 lakh 87 thousand 673
candidates had appeared in
the examination.

10th-12th supplementary
examination to be held in July

Ch’garh sees three
COVID-19 cases, no
death; active tally

stands at 19
Raipur, May 17:
Chhattisgarh on
Monday reported three
COVID-19 cases, taking
the tally to 11,52,337,
while the death toll re-
mained unchanged at
14,034, an official said.
The three cases, at a pos-
itivity rate of 0.18 per
cent, were reported from
Raipur, Bilaspur and
Rajnandgaon, while 21
districts have no active
coronavirus case cur-
rently, he said.

The recovery count in-
creased by four to touch
11,38,284, leaving the
state with 19 active cases,
the official said. With
1,663 samples examined
during the day, the tally
of tests carried out so far
in Chhattisgarh went up
to 1,76,93,616, he added.
Chhattisgarh’s coron-
avirus figures are as fol-
lows: Positive cases
11,52,337, new cases 3,
death toll 14,034, recov-
ered 11,38,284, active
cases 19, today tests
1,663, total tests
1,76,93,616.
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Raipur, May 17: A high
blood pressure check-up
camp was organized by
the Health Department at
Pt Ravi Shankar
University, Raipur on the
occasion of World
Hypertension Day in the
district. The aim of this
camp was to check the
blood pressure of the fac-
ulty as well as the students
and connect them with the
first aid facilities in time.
The camp was organized
under the leadership of
Chief Medical and Health
Officer Dr Meera Baghel
and under the guidance of
District Program Manager

Manish Majorwar.
Giving information

about the camp, Dr Srishti
Yadu said that hyperten-
sion check-up camp was
organized on the occasion
of World Hypertension
Day under the joint aegis
of Health Department
Raipur, Ayurvedic Medical
College, World Health
Organization, Raipur Unit

and Pt Ravi Shankar
University. The blood pres-
sure of 150 people was
checked in the camp, in
which 25 students were
found with the problem of
low blood pressure. They
have been called
Ayurvedic Medical
College for further investi-
gation. Their mobile num-
bers have also been record-

ed for regular follow-up so
that the problems arising
in time can be rectified.

According to Dr Ashish
Verma, District Nodal
Officer, NCD there are two
types of blood pressure,
high and low and both are
harmful. High blood pres-
sure can occur at any age.
World Hypertension Day
is being celebrated on 17th
May with the aim of in-
creasing awareness about
it.

This year World
Hypertension Day is being
observed on the theme
“Measure your blood pres-
sure accurately, control it,
live longer”. Men are more
prone to high blood pres-

sure than women. It can
also have different reasons
such as inactive lifestyle,
family history, stress, ir-
regular eating habits,
smoking, obesity, diabetes
and irregular routine etc.

Nowadays people of 18
to 50 years are also found
having problem of high
blood pressure. People
having high cholesterol
are at high risk of develop-
ing problem of high blood
person. Therefore it is nec-
essary for a person to
adopt healthy lifestyle.
People should not allow
stress to take over their
life, Dr Verma said. At the
end of the screening camp
the District Advisor of

National Tobacco Control
Program Dr. Srishti Yadu
also explained the ill-ef-
fects of tobacco.

Urwin Shah of World
Health Organization
Raipur unit, Rajiv
Choudhury of Physical
Education of Pt Ravi
Shankar University were
present in the camp.
Medical staff doctors,
nurses and lab technicians
of Ayurvedic Medical
College, Ajay Kumar Bais,
counselor from National
Tobacco Control Program,
social worker Neha Soni,
and secretarial assistant
Komal Sahu played an im-
portant role in making the
program a success.

Don’t allow stress to take over your life: Dr Verma
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PREVENTION

With mercury soaring high each day, the denizens are taking all necessary precautions to avoid sun-stroke.
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Raipur, May 17: As per
the instructions of Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel,
district-level fund transfer
programme under Rajiv
Gandhi Kisaan Nyay
Yojana (RGKNY) will be
organized in all the dis-
trict headquarters on May
21 this year. Ministers of
C h h a t t i s g a r h
Government, MLAs,
Chairmen of
Corporations-Boards and
Commissions will attend
these district-level pro-
grammes as Chief Guests.
All the MLAs and public
representatives will par-
ticipate in these pro-
grammes as well. As the
first installment of Kharif
Marketing Year 2021-22, Rs
1700 crore will be trans-

ferred to the bank ac-
counts of the farmers.
Under the scheme, nearly
Rs 12 thousand 209 crore
have been transferred into
the bank accounts of
farmers in last two years.

General Administration
Department has author-
ized Chief Guests for the
programs to be organized
at the district headquar-
ters on the death anniver-
sary of former Prime
Minister Bharat Ratna
Late Shri Rajiv Gandhi.
Chief Guests of various
district-level programmes
are as follows:- Panchayat
and Rural Development
Minister T.S. Singh Deo
for Sarguja district,
Agriculture Minister
Ravindra Choubey for
Bemetara, Home Minister
Tamradhwaj Sahu and
Public Health Engineering
Minister Guru Rudra
Kumar for Durg district,
Forest Minister
Mohammad Akbar for
Kabeerdham’s, Food
Minister Amarjeet Bhagat
for Rajnandgaon, Urban
Administration and
Development Minister Dr.
Shiv Kumar Daharia for
Raipur’s program,
Revenue Minister
Jaisingh Agarwal for
Korba, Women and Child

Development Minister
Anila Bhendia for Balod,
Higher Education
Minister Umesh Patel for
Raigarh, School Education
Minister Premsai Singh
Tekam for Surajpur and
Industry Minister Mr.
Kawasi Lakhma for
Bastar, MLA Mohan
Markam for Kondagaon,
MLA Amitesh Shukla for
Gariaband district,
Chandan Kashyap-
Chairman of
Chhattisgarh Handicrafts
Development Board will
be the Chief Guest of the
program to be held in
Narayanpur, Girish
Devangan- Chairman of
Chhattisgarh Mineral
Development Corporation
for Dhamtari, Chairman
of Chhattisgarh State
Civil Supplies
Corporation Ram Gopal
Agarwal for Balodabazar,
Mahant Dr. Ram Sundar
Das- Chairman of
Chhattisgarh Gau Seva
Commission for
Mahasamund, Baijnath
Chandrakar- Chairman,
State Co-operative Bank
(Apex Bank) for Bilaspur,
Chairman of
Chhattisgarh Textbook
Corporation Shailesh
Nitin Trivedi will for
Mungeli.

Similarly, Chairman of
Chhattisgarh Tourism
Board Atal Shrivastava
will be the Chief Guest for
Gaurela-Pendra-Marwahi,
Chairman of
Chhattisgarh Seed
Development Corporation
Agni Chandrakar will be
the Chief Guest for
Janjgir-Champa district,
Bhanupratap Singh-
Chairman of
Chhattisgarh State
Scheduled Tribes
Commission for
Balrampur, Vice-
Chairman of the State
Level 20 Point Program
I m p l e m e n t a t i o n
Committee Ajay Agarwal
for Jashpur, Chairman of
C h h a t t i s g a r h
Shakambhari Board Ram
Kumar Patel in Koriya,
Chairman of
Chhattisgarh Fishermen
Welfare Board MR Nishad
in Dantewada, Chairman
of Chhattisgarh
Telangana Board Sandeep
Sahu in Sukma district,
Chairman of
Chhattisgarh State
Renewable Energy
Development Agency
Mithilesh Swarnkar for
Kanker and Chairman of
Chhattisgarh Matikala
Board Balam Chakradhari
for Bijapur.

Rs 1700 cr will be transferred
to farmers on May 21

Under RGKNY

As the first install-
ment for Kharif
marketing year
2021-22

All MLAs and public
representatives of
the district to take
part in the prog
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Raipur, May 17: The
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel visited the Late
Captain Gopal Krishna
Panda’s residence in
Maulshri Vihar to pay his
tribute. Baghel offered
condolences and offered

flowers in front of the late
captain’s picture. Later, he
met the family members of
Captain Panda and ex-

pressed his heartfelt con-
dolences and sympathy.
On this occasion, the
Chairman  Chhattisgarh

Housing Board Kuldeep
Juneja, Additional
Secretary to the CM
Subrata Sahoo and
Secretary Siddharth
Komal Singh Pardeshi
were also present.

It is notable here that
Captain Gopal Krishna
Panda and Captain A.P.
Shrivastav died in a state
helicopter crash in the
Swami Vivekanand
Airport in Raipur on 12
May.

CM pays tribute to Late Captain GK Panda 
p Met the family 

members and expresses
his condolences
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Raipur, May 17: The
Second Vendor Meet
under the aegis of USSC
(Unified Shared Service
Center) NTPC was held
today at their office situat-
ed at Nava Raipur,
A.K.Pandey, RED (WR-II &
USSC) inaugurated the
program.

A.K.Pandey, in his ad-
dress shared the roadmap
of NTPC for procurement
of material and services
on PAN India basis. He em-
phasized three important
principles of the procure-

ment process i.e. Time,
Quality and Cost effective-
ness.

The vendors were wel-
comed by Joydeep Ghosh,
GM (PPG-1, BOP), who
briefed the journey of
shared services from
Regional shared service
centers to USSC, role of
PPG, new initiatives like
rate contract, enlistment,
and bulk procurement
under the umbrella of
USSC 

The meet which saw the
participation of around 50
vendors (100 participants)
saw major companies like
Darling Pumps, Rexroth,
Electro steel, Nath
Enterprises, WPIL,
Mecgale, Sangir Plastics,

Jash Engineering, Forech,
Oriental Belt, Elecon,
BEML, Rites, Texmaco,
Ion Exchange, Finar, Eagle
Burgman, De Mech, Tega
Industries, Glob Tech etc.
There was an interactive
session where valuable
suggestion was provided
by the participants and
queries pertaining to vari-
ous issues were deliberat-
ed upon in the open forum.

Ramesh Babu V
(Director of Operation)
via MS Teams, AK
Tripathy, ED(OS), C.Siva
Kumar (ED, USSC) desig-
nate, Ashish Kundu (CGM,
CPG-1), K.L Mahobe
GM,VDC) and other senior
officials were also present
on the occasion.

NTPC organizes second Vendor meet

p NTPC organizes 
second Vendor meet

Raipur, May 17: Abijit Das
takes over as the Principal
of the Kaanger Valley
Academy, Raipur as Anjali
Mule, retires. In fact, both
of them had earlier worked
as team member of KVA,
for many years. As the
Principal, Das has put in a
total of 35 years, to the edu-
cation sector and most of it
in this region itself. An
alumni of Rajkumar
College, Raipur, Mr. Das has
put in 21 years of teaching
and administrative work at
RKC, Raipur from 1987 to
2008 and 6 years at KVA it-
self, as the Vice Principal (5
years) and as a Principal (1
year) from 2008 to 2014. He
worked for 8 years as the
Vice Principal at another
IPSC School, Rajkumar
College, Rajkot, Gujarat
(2014 to 2022). Now he has
started a second innings at
KVA as the Principal from
1st May, 2022.

He has an exposure of
ICSE/ISC and CBSE
Schools for the above num-
ber of years, which has
given him a depth to the ed-

ucational transitions, in-
volved therein. In his ca-
reer path, he has been an
excellent teacher, mentor,
housemaster, associate
NCC officer, social service
club-in-charge, sports-in-
charge, teacher trainer and
educational administrator.
These roles played by him,
thus enhanced his ability
and personality, which
would surely show as the
new team leader at KVA.

Team building has been
his strength as a leader. An
image of a trustworthy
mentor for his teachers and
students, can be seen in
him and that has been
proved, over the years.
Promoting collaborative
and experiential learning

have been the forte of all
his educational operations.
By taking up the challenge
of promoting the post-aca-
demic vision and mission of
KVA, along the path,he has
proved to be an independ-
ent thinking, integrated in-
dividual, with a sense of re-
sponsibility towards the so-
ciety.

KVA is now ready to pro-
vide a customized educa-
tion model to the society,
under his apt leadership. As
a model school, KVA would
cater to each student’s indi-
vidual need as per his pace,
innate ability, aptitude and
interest. A restricted sec-
tion strength, a positive
teacher—taught ratio and a
curriculum, based on ‘con-
cept planning’, ‘mentor-
ship’ and ‘Portfolio’ sharing
process, make the KVA
model, unique and chal-
lenging. Mr Das puts in the
need of the hour, so that
KVA reaches new heights of
achievement and outcomes.
We wish Mr Das and KVA,
all the best in their flight to
flourish!

Abijit Das takes over as Principal KVA

Raipur,
May 17:
S o u t h
b a s e d
Himalaya
Wellness
Company
o r g a n -
ized a vir-
tual inter-

view thru Google meet
for the students of B
Pharmacy final year of
Columbia Institute of
Pharmacy.

The entire virtual
process was conducted
by Regional H R
Manager South Pradeep
Sankar Kadam and his
team.

The interview team se-
lected Dumeshwar Sahu,

Manjusha Sahu. Renu
Sharma, Kajal
Dewangan Nidhi
Chandrawanshi and
Shreya Jain & they also
shortlisted Lokesh Patel,
Suraj Banjare, Pavan
Kumar, Akant Kumar
Verma and Biplav
Dwivedi for the post.

The entire process was
co-ordinated by  Mr.
Atanu Bhattacharya,
Training & Placement
Officer of the institu-
tion.

Mr. Kishore Jadwani &
Mr. Harjeet Singh Hura
from the management,
Principal Dr. Amit Roy
congratulated the select-
ed students and wished
them a bright future.

Columbia students selected
in Himalaya Wellness
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Raipur, May 17: Students
of Naxal infected areas
have excelled in the 10th-
12th board examination of
Chhattisgarh Board of
Secondary Education.
Students from these areas
have achieved more suc-
cess in comparison to
urban areas. In remote
areas, the students  have
performed well by beating
Corona and have earned
success. Surguja has the

highest number of 90.76
candidates passed in the
12th examination.
Whereas in 12th, the low-
est 64.54 percent children
have passed in the Gaurela
Pendra Marwahi area.
76.67 percent students chil-
dren have passed here in
Raipur. Similarly, if we
look at the class 10th data,
87.30 percent students
have passed in Sukma and
87.49 percent in
Dantewada. According to
experts, the reason is less

effect of corona in Naxal-
affected areas and people
more aware here

This time the School
Education Department
has awarded bonus marks
to three thousand 214 stu-
dents including 1571 in
high school examination
and 1643 in higher second-
ary. According to the deci-
sion taken by the Board,
this time it has been decid-
ed not to add bonus marks
to the merit list. This year
the provisional merit list

has been prepared leaving
the bonus marks. Earlier
the merit list was released
after adding bonus marks
in the 2020 examination
which was opposed.

Chhattisgarh School
Education Minister Dr.
Premsai Singh Tekam
said, in view of the corona
epidemic, in the main ex-
amination of 2022, all rec-
ognized institutions were
made examination cen-
ters so that physical dis-
tance could be followed.
This year the result has
improved and extend best
wishes to the students.

BKS Ray, Educationist
said, the result is better.
Children have studied
even during the Corona
period.

This time the board
took the offline exam.
Therefore this result
should be considered sat-
isfactory. It is a good sign
that children have become
more aware in Naxal-af-
fected areas.

‘Students of rural areas outperforms urban areas’
In the state 10th-
12th board exami-
nation 

Students of Naxal
infected areas have
excelled in the 10th-
12th board exami-
nation of
Chhattisgarh Board
of Secondary
Education
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Raipur, May 17: An
amount of Rs 11.93 crore
has been allocated from the
State Disaster Response
Fund to provide financial
grant assistance to the de-

pendents of persons who
died of Covid-19 in differ-
ent districts of the state by
the Revenue and Disaster
Management Department
of Chhattisgarh
Government. Instructions
have been given to the col-

lectors to make the pay-
ment of grant-in-aid
amount in the bank ac-
count of the dependents
through DBT. Rs 

5 crore for Raipur dis-
trict, Rs 45 lakh for
Balodabazar, Rs 8 lakh 50

thousand for Gariaband,
Rs 50 lakh for Dhamtari, Rs
70 for Mahasamund to pro-
vide financial assistance
grant from the State
Disaster Fund to the de-
pendents of those who died
of Covid 19.

Rs 11.93 cr allocated to the dependents

Bilaspur/Masturi, May 17: 

Scores of BJP workers
were on Monday briefly
detained in Bilaspur dur-
ing their statewide ‘jail
bharo’ protest against a
state government circular
issued last month regard-
ing permission for holding
agitations, demonstra-
tions and other public
events.

The opposition BJP
claimed the 19-point guide-
lines issued by the
Bhupesh Baghel govern-
ment violated the rights of
citizens to stage protests
and dubbed the norms as a
‘black-law’.

In Bilaspur, all the re-
gional MLAs and BJP
leaders staged dharna
along with the workers
from their respective
areas, while thousands of
BJP workers under the
leadership of Masturi
MLA took to the road and
protested at Nehru
Chowk.

After the demonstration
continued for two hours,
the police arrested former
minister and leader of op-
position Dharamlal
Kaushik, former minister
Amar Agarwal, Masturi
MLA Dr. Krishnamurti
Bandhi, former

Chairperson Women’s
Commission Harshita
Pandey, Beltara MLA
Rajneesh Singh,
Bhupendra Savanni dis-
trict president Ramdev
Kumawat, and about 2000
party workers.

Masturi MLAs had
reached the dharna site
before the scheduled time,
after which they contacted
the workers and called
them to the dharna site.
Around thousands of
workers from the five divi-
sions of the Masturi
Vidhan Sabha participat-
ed in the sit-in and shouted
slogans in protest against
the state government.

Barricading by police:
To stop the demonstra-

tors, the police had erected
barricades at various
places. Entire Nehru
Chowk was transformed
into a police cantonment
zone. BJP workers ar-
rived at the protest site
and took out their anger
against the Bhupesh gov-
ernment, breaking the
barricades and during this

there was minor scuffle
between BJP workers and
Bilaspur police. The police
tried to stop the BJP work-
ers before entering the
Collectorate premises.
After the arrest, everyone
were released on bond. In
Janjgir, the BJP workers
marching towards the
Collectorate broke the bar-
ricades and were arrested
by the police. BJP workers
protested in Gaurela and
court arrest. Hundreds of
workers gathered in the
district BJP office and
took out a rally from there
and started moving to
gherao the Collectorate.
During this, the police had
made strict security
arrangements. The work-
ers were stopped from pro-
ceeding. All the workers
were arrested even before
the collectorate. He was
then taken to a temporary
jail. Even during this, the
workers kept raising slo-
gans against the state gov-
ernment. The BJP workers
breaking the barricade,
were taken into arrest and

sent to a temporary jail.
In Janjgir, BJP leaders

demonstrated on the
streets, calling the govern-
ment order a murder of
democracy. Hundreds of
leaders and workers pres-
ent at Kutchery Chowk
raised slogans against the
state government. During
this, the workers climbed
the barricade and broke it.
During this, there was a
minor scuffle between the
policemen and the workers.
In this, Additional
Superintendent of Police
Anil Soni fell down and suf-
fered a leg injury. After
this the police arrested the
activists. They were
brought them to a tempo-
rary jail set up in BD
Mahant Balodyan.

Opposing this decision,
an order was also issued by
the Home Department re-
cently. In this, a guideline
has been issued regarding
programme like dharnas,
private, public programs,
religious, political pro-
grams, processions, rallies,
hunger strikes. In this, all
the Collectors and SPs of
the state were directed. It
has been said that all public
agitations, dharna demon-
strations, political pro-
grams etc. will no longer be
allowed to be organized
without permission from
the district administration.
BJP is opposing this deci-
sion of the government.

Thousands of BJP workers court arrest 
As part of BJP’s Jail
Bharo Andolan



PPaannddaarriiaa,,  MMaayy  1177::  The result
of the Class 10th Board exam
of Government High School,
Somnapur Naya was 94%. In
this School, the SC, ST and
OBC students from around 10
villages of the region come to
study and the strength of girls
is higher.  Here apart from
studies, due attention is being
paid towards sports, Yoga, and
variety of other competitions,
educational activities and
variety of competitions. The
highest of the marks were
secured by Pankaj Kumar
Sahu with 97.33% and he
secured 7th place all over the
state and brought laurels to
his school and district.  In the
same way Yatri Patel secured
94.83%; Jayanti Sahu with
93.17%; Lalita Sahu with
91.8% and Nandini Sahu
secured 90.1%. Out of total
119 students, 80 students
passed in first division; 31 in

Second and 3 students got
supplementary and 3 got
failed and 5 students
remained absent.  The
Principal of the School
Santosh Kumar Sahu, lecturer
YK Gurudiwan, Mahendra
Kumar, Jyoti Dhruv, Shakun
Patle, head master PS
Rathore, Pukhraj Singh,
Pratima Sharma, Santoshi
Sakhina, Ramayan Singh, edu-
cational co-ordinator
Shatruhan Prasad Dadsena,
President Shala vikas Samiti
Bhanu Sahu, Sarpanch
Bhupendra Patel have
expressed happiness on such
good school results and
extended greeting to all those
who passed with flying
colours and also boosted
morale of those who got sup-
plementary and failed and
urged them to try once against
with hard work and dedica-
tion.
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Jagdalpur, May 17:

It was on call by the BJP
state leadership all the BJP
party workers and leaders
staged massive protest and
demonstration against the
black-laws of the Bhupesh
Baghel to suppress demo-
cratic rights of protest by
his government and this
was protested in all seven
districts of Bastar div. viz.
Jagdalpur, Narayanpur,
Dantewada, Bijapur,
Sukma, Kanker and
Kondagaon. BJPians took
out a rally from the dharna
venue and went out to
gherao the Collector’s of-
fice, but they were stopped
midway itself by the Police
who have constructed bar-
ricades. On this they en-
tered into minor scuffle
with the police and seemed
to be agitating and trying
to move out barricades
from the place, but failed
in their attempt. In this

dharna, protest, former
Minister and BJP State
spokesman Kedar Kashyap
said that the people will
just not tolerate conditions
like that of ‘emergency’ by
the Congress government
in the state. Citing former
AICC National President
Rahul Gandhi, Kashyap
said that he also asks
whether permission will

be required to stage protest
in the country and it seems
as if he has not read
Baghel’s new black-law for
the same. He charged that
Rahul is making state-
ments in order to defame
BJP, but it is he himself
who has introduced the
black-law required for
staging any protest or
holding any demonstra-

tion. Kashyap charged
that Congress government
in state is in state of fear,
which is making efforts to
quash any such protest or
movement which goes
against it. Speaking fur-
ther Kashyap charged that
the Congress government
in the state is trying to cre-
ate a fearful atmosphere
and making efforts to

snatch away the funda-
mental rights of the citi-
zens. Today the BJP played
bugle against such oppres-
sive, suppressive  and anti-
democratic methods by the
ruling party to suppress
any protest against it.
Contrary to this, he
charged that atrocities and
crime is on the rise in the
state and added that now
time has come to free the
people from such pro-sup-
pressive government. In
last three years, the people
have been fooled in the
name of promises, mas-
sive corruption and cheat-
ing at all levels and is ques-
tioning that the very prom-
ises with which the
Congress government
came to power have been
lost into oblivion. Rather
the government is passing
such laws becoming fear-
ful of its likely outcome
and to which the BJP will
protest at all levels.

BJP stage massive protest, court arrest
In protest against black-laws of Cong govt

BBaaiikkuunntthhppuurr  ((KKoorreeaa)),,  MMaayy  1177::
In remote forest area of Ugyav
with population 1600, now the
people will not have to go out
for health services. A newly
constructed Sub-Health Centre
(SHC) in Gram Ugyav under
Sonhat Block headquarter’s will
be provided better health serv-
ices to residents of 5 villages
nearby. The villagers who had
come for health treatment in
SHC informed that earlier for
small diseases they have to go
to CHC Sonhat or to district
hospital Baikunthpur. In these
villages with lack of connectivi-
ty, there used to be problems
during medical emergencies
and it was just a challenge for
everyone to reach health centre
on time. In such a remote area,
with SHC in the village, the peo-
ple are now getting better
health services. In this health
centre, apart from treatment of
minor diseases, they are also
being provided with institution-

al delivery.
SSoo  ffaarr  2266  ssaaffee  ddeelliivveerriieess  ddoonnee

iinn  SSHHCC
So far a total of 26 safe deliv-

eries of pregnant women have
been done in this SHC. The vil-
lagers informed that earlier the
biggest problem here was that
of safe delivery and they either
have to be taken to Ramgarh or
CHS Sonhat for delivery. Many
a times, failing to reach health

centre generally used to act as
big threat to life of both mother
and child. But with opening of
SHC, they can now come for
regular check up and will help
in ensuring safe institutional
delivery. In the year 2021, there
is no casualty of expected
mother under mother mortality
rate. In addition to this better
treatment is being offered for
general diseases.

Villagers getting better
health facilities now

After opening of SHC in Gram Ugyav

MMaahhaassaammuunndd,,  MMaayy  1177::

Parliamentary Secretary and
MLA Vinod Sewanlal
Chandrakar laid stone for con-
struction of water tank and lay-
ing of water pipeline in Bhava
and Saraipali (Bhatgaon)
around of Jhalap-Patewa at the
cost of Rs 75 lakh here on
Monday. During this he also
assured to meet up the
demands of the villagers.
Under ‘Jal-Jeewan Mission’ in
Gram Panchayat Bhava and
Saraipali, a foundation stone
programme was organised for
construction of water tank and
laying and expansion of water
pipelines. The Chief Guest of
the function was MLA and
Parliamentary Secretary Vinod
S Chandrakar and it was
chaired by District Panchayat
V-P Laxman Patel. Special
guest on the occasion was
Janpad member Dhasu Diwan,

Khilawan Sahu, Dara Sahu,
Hemant Dadsena, Dilip
Chandrakar, Alok Nayak, Daga
Sahu, Khom Sinha, Naresh
Agrawal, Raman Singh Thakur,
Pokhan Chandrakar, Yadram
and others. 
It is after performing prayers
and rituals, MLA VS
Chandrakar laid the stone for
water tank and expansion of
water pipeline in Gram

Panchayat Bhava and Saraipali
(Bhatgaon). 
VS Chandrakar in his address
said that it is under leadership
of CM Bhupesh Baghel and for
overall development of people
of the region, the state govern-
ment is making all possible
efforts. It is with the efforts of
the state government that the
pace of development is high.
He said that for the first time in

state there is a CM hailing from
Chhattisgarh itself, who along
with state is working on uplift-
ment and betterment of farm-
ers, labourers and others. It is
by understanding the pain and
woes of farmers, labourers,
youth, women and others that
policies are formulated and on
its implementation the labour-
ers, farmers and others are
happy. It is taking decisions in
favour of the farmers that it
has brought great amount of
relief to them. 
On this occasion Sarpanch
Vimla Sahu, Lakhan Sahu, Raju
Sahu, Rajkumar Thakur,
Saurabh Soni, Hariram
Mongre, Vijay Laxmi, Nohar
Dhruv, Umashankar Patel,
Mohit Diwan, Kumar Bariha,
Shekhar Sahu, Mohan Dhruv,
Kanhaiya Kewat, Rohit
Chouhan, Thansingh Diwan,
Narayan Diwan and others
were present.

Massive devp in state under CM’s leadership: Vinod
MLA lays stone for water tank and pipeline work

Medha (Dongargarh), May 17:

Rajiv Yuwa Mitan Club
(RYMC) has been formed in
Gram Panchayat Patpar
under Dongargarh block
here on Monday. It is on
reaching of consensus with
all, Tejeshwar Sahu was ap-
pointed as the President;
Lalit Kanwar as V-P; Ved
Narayan Sahu as Secretary;
Lokesh Thakur as
Treasurer; Yashoda Sahu

as Asst. Secy.; Members of
RYMC are - Hirdelal Sahu,
Jeewarakhan Sahu,
Churaman Sahu, Gautam
Sahu, Dushyant Verma,
Badri Sahu, Rajeshwari
Sinha, Jai Sahu, Aman
Sahu, Sunil Sahu, Ranjit
Kawar, Mehtar Das Sahu.
On this occasion Sarpanch
Kishan Kanwar, Gram
Panchayat Sachiv applied
‘tilak’ to all and extended
greetings to them.

RYMC formed
in Gram Patpar

Nandini-Ahiwara, May 17:

It was on call by the BJP
office, ‘Jail Bharo Andolan’
was held at Nandini-
Ahirwara here on Monday
and in this BJP party work-
ers and leaders in large
number court arrest. It is
notable here that the very
decision of seeking per-
mission to hold dharna
and protest by the
Congress government in
the state has been termed
as ‘undeclared emergency’
in the state. To protest this
‘black-law’, all the BJP

leaders and party workers
of Durg district court ar-
rest and in this party work-
ers from Ahirwara and
Jewara, Sirsa too were
present. This mainly in-
cluded state working com-
mittee member Dau Anand
Tamrakar, Ahirwara
Mandal President Liman
Sahu, Jewara-Sirsa
Mandal President Liman
Sahu, Samir Dahare,
Ahirwara Yuwa Morcha
Mandal Gen.Secy. Rahul
Chandel, Nagar V-P Sahil
Khan and other workers
were present.

BJP workers of Ahiwara,
Jewara-Sirsa court arrest

Govt High School  Somnapur
Naya result is 94%

Bijapur, May 17: Under
the guidance and instruc-
tions of District Collector
Rajendra Kumar Katara,
the first workshop was or-
ganized under ‘Children in
India’ programme.
Departmental officers in-
cluding Deputy Collector
Omkareshwar Singh were
present in the workshop.
Health, Education, Women
and Child Development
Departments were present
in the said workshop, apart
from 50 activists of NITI
Aayog and Gandhi Fellows
of Piramil Foundation
were present.

The workshop was start-
ed by Atriya Bhanja,
Regional Program
Coordinator of Cure
International. While shar-

ing the objective of the
Children in India program
in detail, he said that
under the ‘Children in
India’ program all the dif-
ferently abled people of the
district would be surveyed
and necessary initiatives
will be taken in the direc-
tion of their rehabilitation
including supply of assis-
tive devices as per the re-
quirement.

Gandhi Fellow Shri
Sagar Gajbhiye encour-
aged through Chetna Geet
and detailed information
was given by Dr. Soni
about the identification of
Divyangjans. To motivate
the workers, a motivation-
al video titled ‘Hum Chale
to Hindustan Chale’ was
also shown.

Workshop organised under
‘Children in India’ prog

Reena secures 
4th place,

Kushi tops in
Class 10th

Pandaria, May 17: The
girls of the city have
brought laurels to their
school, parents and city
excelling in Class 10th
and 12th Board results of
CGBSE. Girl students
Reena Sahu of Saraswati
Shishu Mandir (SSM) se-
cured fourth place in the
district in Class 12th.
Reena was talented since
beginning and wants to
become a doctor. In the
same way, Khushi
Dewangan of city se-
cured 94.16% marks in
the Class 10th Board
exam and topped in
Pandaria city and
brought laurels to her
school and family.

Dongargarh, May 17:

On occasion of ‘Buddha
Jayanti’ at Adarsh Nagsen
Buddha Vihar, the ‘pari-
tran paat’ was received
after lighting traditional
lamp before statue of Lord
Buddha by the ‘Bhante’-
Nagratna, Bhikhu Anand
Bodhi in the presence of
‘Boudha’ follower
Upsikaye. After this the
Boudha Samaj lighted the
lamp opposite Dr Bhimrao
Ambedkar’s statue at
Tehsil office premises and
offered combined prayers
there. After the prayers, on
behalf of ‘Aparna Trilok
Jambhulkar’, ‘Kheer -
Puri’ was distributed to all
the Boudha followers and
disciples.

Prior to this in the two-
day programme on occa-
sion of Buddha Jayanti,
variety of competitions
were organised for chil-
dren on the first day and in
which children in large
number took part.
Competition in ‘Goli
Chammach’ race, ‘Jalebi
race’, ‘ Kursi Daud’, essay

competition, GK, Painting
competition and others
were kept. On the second
day, in the night Rajkala
Orchestra presented
‘dhaam’ songs dedicated to
Lord Buddha and the chil-
dren here presented at-
tractive ‘dhaam’ dances on
the ‘dhaam songs’.

On the day of Buddha
Purnima, the speakers in-
formed that the birth,
achievement of ‘Nirvana’
(Budhatava) and
‘Mahaparinirvan’ of Lord
Buddha was held on the
same day. He was born on
the day of ‘Purnima’ in
‘Vaisakh maas’ and there-
fore the ‘Purnima’ of
‘Vaisakh maas’ is known
as ‘Buddha Purnima’. But
the ‘Buddha Purnima’ is

not just associated with
Lord Buddha’s birth, but it
was after wandering in the
jungles and after lot of
meditation and sacrifice,
he achieved the truth sit-
ting below the ‘Bodhi
Vriksha’ on Bodhgaya. So
it can be said that he
achieved ‘Budhatva’ on
the occasion of ‘Vaisakh
Purnima’ itself.

After this Lord Buddha
spread his knowledge to
entire world and rekindled
new energy and light in
the lives of many and it
was on the day of ‘Vaisakh
Purnima’ he breathed his
last with Mahaparinirvan’
in Kushinagar. On this oc-
casion followers of Lord
Buddha were presented in
large number.

Followers remember Lord Buddha, celebrate Jayanti

Dhamtari, May 17:

There are many private
busses which are plying
without permit between
Raipur- Jagdalpur  and
Rajnandgaon - Durg road
and on top of this there is
sheer violation of use of
safety equipments in these
buses during peak of sum-
mer season, is posing big
question mark on the safe-
ty of passengers. Despite
regular complaints in this
regard, now the Dhamtari
RTO has launched drive
against such bus owners
and in this series action
was taken against 10 pas-
senger buses in last week.

It is notable here that
there are around 550 pas-
sengers buses which are

plying from Dhamtari to
Nagri- Sihawa,
M a h a s a m u n d ,
Gariyaband, Durg -Bhilai,
Kanker, Balod,
R a j n a n d g a o n ,
Narayanpur, Rajim, Borai,
Odisha and others routes.
On top of this 70% of the
buses are not complying
with the operational and
permit rules of RTO.
Neither there is a first-aid
in these buses in case of
emergency, nor there is
any fire-extinguisher to
gain control on fire. Not
only this the driver and co-
driver are not wearing
dress as fixed by RTO.

Violating all rules, these
passengers buses are not
only taking extra-passen-
gers and are overloaded,
but are also charging
heavy bus fare, as the

trains services on main
routes has got badly affect-
ed. There are also reports
that more than 50% of
such passenger buses are
not even having environ-
ment clearance certificate,
set aside and upto-date RC
book, insurance and fit-
ness certificates.

Despite all such viola-
tion, these passengers
buses are being operated
on the  National and state
Highway (NH) and (SH).
Since the buses with in-
complete books are being
operated, in case of any
untoward incident, the
passengers will not be eli-
gible for claiming any in-
surance cover, in case of
untoward accident.

In such conditions, the
highhandedness on part of
the private bus operators

has started proving to be a
costly proposition for pas-
sengers. After high-level
complaints in this regard,
the Bhupesh Baghel gov-
ernment passed out orders
to take action against such
bus operators and finally
the Dhamtari RTO started
taking action.

On Sunday itself,
around 10 such bus opera-
tors were challaned on
charges of violating RTO
norms and lack of docu-
ments and in this drive
Inspector Anupam Patel,
Sanat Jangde, Rakumar
Khare, Sori’s team under
leadership of RTO Moh.
Abdul Mujahid, carried
out special checking at
Purur and took action
against 10 and other buses
were also checked for all
validation of documents.

‘Buses without valid permit openly being operated’
 In Dhamtari region

What officer
says

“There were com-
plaints about irregu-
larities in the passen-
gers buses plying
from Raipur to Bastar
region and so on
Sunday by launching
special checking
drive, action was
taken against 10
passeger buses and
this drive would con-
tinue in the near fu-
ture. The owners of
the buses with lack of
documents and viola-
tion of traffic norms
as per RTO rules will
be produced in the
Court.”

MA Mujahid- RTO.

HUNGER STRIKE

Tibetans in exile hold placards during a day-long hunger strike organised by Central
Tibetan Womens Association and Regional Tibetan Womens Association, demanding
the release of 11th Panchen Lama and his family, who were abducted by Chinese 
authorities 27 years ago, at Mcleodganj, in Dharamshala, Tuesday.

TRAFFIC ON DND

Heavy traffic on the DND near Ashram, in New Delhi, Tuesday.

Karnataka HM affirms strict implementation of ‘Anti-Conversion’ law
Bengaluru, May 17 (PTI):

Affirming the
Karnataka government’s
commitment to strict im-
plementation of the pro-
posed “anti-conversion
law”, state Home Minister
Araga Jnanendra on
Tuesday said it is not
against any religion, but
religious conversion by
force or through induce-
ment has no place under
the legislation.

Trying to allay the fears
of the Christian communi-
ty, the Minister clarified
that there is nothing in the
proposed legislation that
curtails the constitutional-
ly provided religious
rights. Last week, the
Karnataka cabinet had de-
cided to promulgate an or-
dinance to give effect to
the contentious law
against religious conver-
sions, and it is now before

the Governor for his as-
sent.

‘The Karnataka
Protection of Right to
Freedom of Religion Bill’
was passed by the
Legislative Assembly in
December last year.
However, it is pending for
passage in the Legislative
Council, where the ruling
BJP is one short of majori-
ty. The ordinance, which
contains all the elements
of the bill passed by the as-
sembly, will come into ef-
fect after the Governor’s

assent, and it is likely to
remain effective until the
government passes the bill
in the Legislative Council,
during the next legislature
session.

Strongly defending the
ordinance, the Minister
said this step was taken
aimed at maintaining
peace and order in the so-
ciety.

Taking note of
Christian community
leaders meeting Governor
Thaawarchand Gehlot on
Monday with a memoran-
dum opposing the anti
conversion law, he said,
“there is no proposal in
this proposed legislation
that curtails the constitu-
tionally provided religious
rights.” Archbishop of
Bengaluru Peter Machado
in the memorandum had
appealed to the Governor
to refrain from giving as-
sent to the Protection of

Religious Freedom
Ordinance proposed by
the Government of
Karnataka. Pointing out
that the bill was discussed
in detail in the assembly
and an MLA (Goolihatti
Shekar of BJP) had illus-
trated about the divide
that religious conversion
has brought in his family,
Jnanendra said, “once the
ordinance gets approval, it
will be implemented effec-
tively.” Reminding that the
Congress had plans to
bring in the anti conver-
sion bill in the past, he
said, “our government has
not only strengthened it,
but is committed to strict-
ly implementing it.”

During the passage of
the bill in the Assembly,
Jnanendra had said that
eight states have passed or
were implementing such a
law, and Karnataka would
become the ninth one.
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BRIEF

Misadventure
i New Delhi: The

Supreme Court on
Tuesday imposed an
exemplary cost of Rs 8
lakh on two advocates,
who had filed a plea
on the issue of traffic
density, air pollution
and emission norms.
A three-judge bench
headed by Justice L
Nageswara Rao said
this is not a moot
court competition and
dismissed the plea.
You have seen the
order of the NGT and
every other order and
still you are filing this
petition. Are you sure
about this?” the bench
said. Two advocates
who are practising in
the Supreme Court
have entered into this
misadventure. We
warned them about
this. An exemplary
cost of Rs 8 lakh is im-
posed on the petition-
er. The registry will
not entertain any writ
petition by the advo-
cate, the bench also
comprising Justices B
R Gavai and A S
Bopanna said.

Partly cloudy sky
i New Delhi: The mini-

mum temperature in
Delhi settled at 27.5 de-
grees Celsius on
Tuesday, a notch
above normal, amid a
forecast of partly
cloudy sky with possi-
bility of thunder and
lightning later in the
day. The relative hu-
midity at 8:30 AM on
Tuesday stood at 57
per cent, according to
data shared by the
India Meteorological
Department (IMD).
Partly cloudy sky had
led to a marginal dip
in the maximum tem-
perature in Delhi on
Monday though it was
still two to four notch-
es above normal. At
the Safdarjung
Observatory, Delhi’s
base station, the maxi-
mum temperature set-
tled at 42.4 degrees
Celsius, two notches
above normal. It was
45.6 degrees Celsius,
the highest this year
so far, on Sunday.

Teenage boy drowns
i Damoh: A 15-year-

old boy drowned
while taking bath in
a river with his
friends in Madhya
Pradesh’s Damoh
district, police said
on Tuesday. Two of
his friends were res-
cued after the three
of them, all residents
of Devra Jamsa vil-
lage, entered the
Vyarama river and
got trapped in the
deep waters on
Monday afternoon,
Gaisabad police sta-
tion in-charge
Arvind Singh Lodhi
said. The deceased
was identified as
Abhay Patel, he
added.

2 girls die
i Chhindwara: Two

minor girls died and
15 other people took
ill after suspected
food poisoning at a
marriage function in
Madhya Pradesh’s
Chhindwara district,
a health official said
on Tuesday. Some peo-
ple in Kodia village,
located about 90 km
from the district head-
quarters, had food at
the wedding function
on Monday night fol-
lowing which they
started complaining
of vomiting and loose
motions, Pandhurna
civil hospital’s Dr
Vineet Shrivastava
said. Two minor girls,
Palak (8) and Akshara
(11), died during treat-
ment, he said, adding
that out of the 15 oth-
ers who fell sick, the
condition of two was
serious, the official
said.

Guwahati/Haflong, May 17 (PTI):

Around 2 lakh people in
20 districts of Assam have
been affected by floods,
with the hill district of
Dima Hasao getting cut off
from the rest of the state
after landslides triggered
by incessant rain snapped
rail and road links, an offi-
cial bulletin said on
Monday. Two flood-related

deaths were reported in
Cachar district, while
three fatalities due to land-
slides were earlier record-
ed in Dima Hasao.

Around 1,97,248 people
have been affected by the
deluge, with Hojai and
Cachar being the worst hit
with 78,157 and 51,357 peo-
ple affected population re-
spectively, the Assam State
Disaster Management

Authority (ASDMA) bul-
letin said.

Altogether 652 villages
in 46 revenue circles in 20
districts have been affect-
ed so far, it said.

Around 55 relief camps
have been opened in seven
districts, sheltering 32,959
people. Another 12 relief
distribution centres are
also operational in differ-
ent affected districts.

National Disaster
Response Force (NDRF),
State Disaster Response
Force (SDRF), Fire and
Emergency Services, be-
sides locals, have been car-
rying out rescue opera-
tions in the flood-hit areas.

Embankments have
been breached at 16 loca-
tions in different districts
in the last 24 hours.

Roads, bridges and
houses have been complet-
ed or partially damaged in
several areas.

Floods affect nearly 
2 lakh people in Assam

Mumbai, May 17:

Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh on Tuesday launched
two indigenously built war-
ships ‘Surat’ and ‘Udaygiri’
at the Mazagon Docks in
Mumbai.

This is the first time that
the two indigenously built
warships have been
launched concurrently, the
Mazgaon Dock Shipbuilders
Ltd (MDL) said. The MDL is

a premier ship and subma-
rine building defence public
sector undertaking.

‘Surat’ is the fourth ship
of Project 15B Destroyers,
which heralds a significant
makeover of the P15A
(Kolkata Class) destroyers,
and is named after the com-
mercial capital of Gujarat
and also the second largest
commercial hub of western
India after Mumbai, the
Navy said.

Rajnath launches 2
indigenously built warships

New Delhi, May 17 (PTI):

The Supreme Court on
Tuesday agreed to consider
listing for hearing corporate
fraud investigating agency
SFIO’s plea challenging a
Delhi High Court order stay-
ing the investigation into
nine companies related to the
Sahara Group.

A bench comprising Chief
Justice N V Ramana and
Justice Hima Kohli was told
by Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta that there was some
apprehension on the part of
the petitioner (SFIO) with re-
gard to another bench recent-
ly staying a look out circular
against Sahara Group chief
Subrata Roy.

The Serious Fraud
Investigation Office, a statu-

tory corporate fraud investi-
gating agency, had filed an
appeal in the apex court
against the December 13, 2021
order of the Delhi High
Court staying all subsequent
actions and proceedings, in-
cluding coercive measures
and look out notices, against
the Sahara group chief and
others.

The petitioner SFIO has
filed the plea against the final
judgement of the Delhi High
Court whereby the high
court erroneously granted
interim relief to Respondents
1 to 3 by staying the opera-
tion, implementation and ex-
ecution of the investigation
orders dated October 31, 2018
and October 27, 2020 passed
by the Central government
and stayed all subsequent ac-

tions and proceedings initiat-
ed pursuant thereof includ-
ing coercive proceedings and
look out notices issued
against the respondents, the
SFIO said in an application
seeking urgent hearing of its
appeal..

The proceedings have been
stayed which seriously preju-
dice the ongoing investiga-
tion, it said.

The high court had also
stayed the operation and im-
plementation of two orders
of the SFIO for investigation
into nine companies related
to the Sahara Group. It had
said the petitioners Sahara
Housing Investment
Corporation Ltd and others
have made out a prima facie
case for the grant of interim
relief and the balance of con-

venience is also in their
favour; if the interim relief
is not granted, irreparable
loss shall be caused to them.

The high court had also is-
sued notice to the Centre and
asked it to file response to the
petition.

The court stayed the
Centre’s October 31, 2018 and
October 27, 2020 orders. “...
We hereby stay the operation,
implementation and execu-
tion of the orders dated
October 31, 2018 and October
27, 2020, passed by the respon-
dents as well as subsequent
actions and proceedings ini-
tiated pursuant thereto, in-
cluding coercive proceedings
and look-out notices, qua the
petitioners herein, till the
next date of hearing,” the
high court had said.

SC to consider hearing SFIO’s plea against
Delhi HC relief to Sahara group firms

Thane, May 17 (PTI):

Union minister and
RPI(A) chief Ramdas
Athawale has asked MNS
head Raj Thackeray to apol-
ogise to North Indians be-
fore visiting Ayodhya in
Uttar Pradesh next month.

Talking to reporters on
Monday during his visit
here, Athawale also said
that Maharashtra needs a
Brahmin chief minister.

Union minister and sen-
ior BJP leader Raosaheb
Danve had also earlier this
month said he wishes to see
a Brahmin community
member as the chief minis-
ter of Maharashtra, cur-
rently headed by Shiv
Sena’s Uddhav Thackeray.

Recently, BJP MP Brij
Bhushan Sharan Singh op-
posed Raj Thackeray’s pro-

posed visit to Ayodhya on
June 5 and warned that he
will not be allowed to enter
the Uttar Pradesh city till
he tendered a public apolo-
gy for “humiliating” North
Indians.

The MNS, in its initial
years, championed the
cause of ‘Marathi Manoos’,
and had launched an agita-
tion in 2008 during which
candidates from North
India who arrived at
Kalyan near here to take a
railway exam were assault-
ed.

Last month, Raj
Thackeray demanded that
loudspeakers be removed
from mosques in
Maharashtra, a stand
which the main opposition
BJP supported.

Athawale said, “Before
going to Ayodhya, Raj

Thackeray should apolo-
gise to North Indians.”

The RPI(A) leader also
said that Maharashtra
needs a “Brahmin chief
minister”. (Senior BJP
leader) Devendra Fadnavis
was the right choice for the
top post in the state, he
claimed.

The Union minister also
claimed that the Shiv Sena
made a “grave mistake” by
aligning with the Congress
and NCP to form govern-
ment in Maharashtra.

Athawale, whose party is
a constituent of the NDA
government at the Centre,
said his outfit will contest
the 2024 Maharashtra
Assembly elections in al-
liance with the BJP, and ex-
pressed confidence that
they will win the polls and
come to power.

Raj Thackeray should apologise to North
Indians before Ayodhya visit: Athawale

New Delhi, May 17 (PTI):

The Delhi High Court
on Tuesday said it will
hear on May 26 a plea by
JNU student Sharjeel
Imam, who has been ar-
rested in a case related to
alleged inflammatory
speeches made by him
during the protests
against the Citizenship
Amendment Act and the
National Register of
Citizens in 2019, seeking
interim bail.

Imam has sought bail
citing the Supreme
Court’s order to keep in
abeyance proceedings in
all sedition cases in the
country.

As a bench of Justices
Siddharth Mridul and
Rajnish Bhatnagar did not
assemble on Tuesday, the

application has been listed
for hearing next week.

Imam has filed an appli-
cation seeking interim
bail in his already pend-
ing bail plea.

The application, filed
through advocates Talib
Mustafa, Ahmad Ibrahim,
and Kartik Venu, said the
trial court’s order reject-
ing his bail is primarily
based on the premise that
the special court had no
power to grant bail under
Section 437 of the CrPC in
view of the limitations im-
posed therein, once the
court had by a separate
order, sought it fit to frame
sedition charges against
Imam.

In view of the Supreme
Court’s directions, the
hindrance raised by the
special court in the im-

pugned order stands obvi-
ated, and observations
surrounding the offence
under section 124A (pun-
ishment for sedition) IPC
cannot be taken into con-
sideration in the proceed-
ings against the appellant
(Imam) pending the final
outcome of the constitu-
tional challenges to the
section. Dehors the issue
of Section 124-A IPC, the
case against the appellant
stands significantly dilut-
ed and improves his case
for securing bail, the plea
said.

It said Imam has been
incarcerated for nearly 28
months whereas the maxi-
mum punishment for the
offences, not including
124A IPC, is punishable up
to a maximum of seven
years of imprisonment.

HC to hear on May 26 Sharjeel Imam’s interim bail
plea based on SC order on sedition

Bhubaneswar, May 17 (PTI):

Odisha Mining
Corporation (OMC) an-
nounced that it will set up
five model schools and a
skill academy in its opera-
tion area.OMC signed an
agreement with Odisha
Adarsha Vidyalaya
Sangathan to set up five
‘Mining Adarsha
Vidyalayas’. Besides, it
signed a MoU with the
Department of Technical
Education and Training to
establish the Skill
Academy at ITI, Koira.

The corporation will
spend Rs 208 crore to set
up the Adarsha
Vidyalayas in OMC min-
ing areas and invest Rs 30
crore annually to run
these institutions, officials
said. Chief Minister

Naveen Patnaik said OMC
has pioneered many devel-
opmental initiatives, steer-
ing positive changes in im-
proving the quality of life
of the people.

“Its efforts in support-
ing the state in its fight
against COVID-19 pandem-
ic, are highly commend-
able. Be it sports, health,
education or be it periph-
ery development, the OMC
has always put its focused
efforts for excellence,” he
said. Patnaik said that
OMC has achieved over 30
million tonne ore produc-
tion in 2021-22 fiscal with a
turnover of Rs 17,000
crore. At the programme
on Monday, Patnaik also
operationalised three iron
ore mines at Bansapani,
Unchabali and
Khndabandha.

Odisha Mining Corp to set up
skill academy, 5 schools

People stand near a landslide hit area following a heavy
rainfall in Dima Hasao district of Assam, Tuesday.
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PROTEST RALLY 

Protesters stage a rally to oppose a planned visit by U.S. President Joe Biden near the
U.S. Embassy in Seoul, South Korea, Tuesday. Biden will arrive in South Korea on
Friday for a three-day visit to hold a summit with South Korean President Yoon Suk
Yeol. The signs read Withdrawal of the U.S. troops and No War. 

FARMERS PROTEST

Farmers shout slogans as they display oil palm fruits during a protest near the presi-
dential palace in Jakarta, Indonesia, Tuesday. Dozens of palm oil farmers staged the
rally urging the government to lift the ban on palm oil exports, saying that it has
caused significant drop to their income.

BRIEF
UK awards

London: A London-
based organisation
assisting Indian stu-
dents with their
needs in a foreign
country, including
during the pandemic
lockdowns, and a
New Delhi-based ar-
tificial intelligence
(AI) enabled educa-
tion marketplace are
among worldwide ed-
ucational bodies
shortlisted for presti-
gious higher educa-
tion awards in the
UK. The National
Indian Students and
Alumni Union
(NISAU) UK is in the
running in three cat-
egories of the 2022
PIEoneer Awards, as
Association of the
Year, Student
Support Award and
Outstanding
Contribution to the
Industry for its
founder and chair
Sanam Arora.

No-trust motion 
Colombo: A no-con-
fidence motion
tabled by the
Opposition against
Sri Lankan
President Gotabaya
Rajapaksa was de-
feated in Parliament
on Tuesday, media
reports said. The
motion by
Opposition Tamil
National Alliance
(TNA) MP M A
Sumanthiran to sus-
pend Parliament’s
standing orders in
order to debate an
expression of dis-
pleasure over
President
Rajapaksa was de-
feated with 119 MPs
voting against it,
the Economy Next
newspaper report-
ed. Only 68 MPs
voted in favour of
the motion, it said.

Arrested
Tehran: Iran’s state
TV on Tuesday con-
firmed the arrest of
two French citizens,
saying they met with
protesting teachers
and took part in an
anti-government
rally. The report
identified the two as
Cecile Kohler, 37, and
Chuck Paris, 69, and
said they were not on
a tourist visit to Iran.
France had earlier
identified the two as
a teachers’ union of-
ficial and her part-
ner on vacation in
Iran.

Clashes 
Cairo: Clashes
erupted Tuesday be-
tween rival militias
in the Libyan capi-
tal of Tripoli follow-
ing the arrival of
one of the country’s
rival prime minis-
ters there with the
expectation to seat
his government.
Prime Minister
Fathi Bashagha’s of-
fice said in a terse
statement that he
arrived in Tripoli
with a number of
ministers from his
Cabinet three
months after his ap-
pointment to lead
an interim adminis-
tration in the crisis-
stricken nation.

Sandstorm 
Tehran: Schools
and government of-
fices closed in the
Iranian capital on
Tuesday and else-
where in the coun-
try after yet another
sandstorm blanket-
ed Tehran, state TV
reported. The re-
port said the air
quality was very
poor and that the
pollution from the
dust was high. It
was the third severe
sandstorm in Iran
since mid-April.

Washington, May 17 (PTI):

The US is better posi-
tioned than any other
country to lead the world
in the 21st century,
President Joe Biden has
said, expressing hope that
Americans will work to-
gether to find a common
ground to make it a more
just, prosperous and se-
cure nation, as it cele-
brates Asian Heritage
month.

Biden said this in a let-
ter to Boston-based Indian-
American social worker
Abhishek Singh, the presi-
dent of the Federation of
Indian Association (FIA),
New England.

Our country faces many

challenges, and the road
we will travel together will
be one of the most difficult
in our history. Despite
these tough times, I have
never been more opti-
mistic for the future of
America,” Biden wrote.

I believe we are better
positioned than any coun-
try in the world to lead in
the 21st century not just by

the example of our power
but by the power of our ex-
ample, Biden wrote in a re-
cent letter to Singh.

In his letter to Singh,
Biden pledged to be a
President for all
Americans.

I am confident that we
can work together to find
common ground to make
America a more just, pros-
perous, and secure nation,
he wrote.

Singh along with FIA in
New York and New Jersey
last week launched the
community celebration of
Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav
at the US Capitol, attended
by more than a dozen-and-
a-half lawmakers.

The event was attended

by hundreds of Indian-
Americans and at least 21
US lawmakers from across
states.

Prominent among them
were Senator Cory Booker,
and several other con-
gressmen and women, in-
cluding Raja
Krishnamoorthi, Frank
Pallone, David Cicilline,
Sheila Jackson Lee, Mijie
Sherrill, Tom Malinowski,
Abigail Spanberger,
Vincente Gonzalez, Susie
Lee, Hakeem Sekou
Jeffries, Grace Meng,
Debrah Ross, Adriano
Espaill, Jim McGovern,
Matt Cartwright, and Jim
Langevin. Many congress-
men issued a citation con-
gratulating the FIA.

America better positioned to lead
the world in 21st century:  Biden 

Colombo, May 17:

Amid the ongoing cri-
sis in Sri Lanka, Ashok
Vatika of the Ramayana
fame located in Nuwara
Eliya of the island nation,
which is also known as
Sita Amman Temple, is
facing the financial
crunch.

The temple manage-
ment is facing a lot of dif-

ficulty amid the economic
meltdown. Temple chair-
man and Nuwara Eliya
Member of Parliament, V
Radhakrishnan ex-
pressed very serious con-
cern that the temple and
its staff are facing a tough
time to run the Sita Mata
Temple, in an exclusive
interview with ANI.

“Ashok Vatika played
an important role in

Ramayana, and many
devotees from India espe-
cially from North India
come here but no one is
coming now. It’s tough to
run the temple while its
development is depend-
ent on devotees and
tourists. Staff is also fac-
ing problems,” V
R a d h a k r i s h n a n ,
Chairman of Sita temple
told ANI.

“Tourists are afraid to
visit Sri Lanka right
now,” he further added. It
is mentioned in
Ramayana how Ravana
brought Sita and kept her
in Ashoka Vatika.

The economic condi-
tion is deteriorating in
Sri Lanka with shortages
of basic necessities, in-
cluding medicines, cook-
ing gas, fuel and food, be-
cause of a shortage of
hard currency to pay for
imports.

Ramayana’s ‘Ashok Vatika’ in
Lanka faces financial crunch

Seoul, May 17 (AP):

During more than a
decade as North Korea’s
leader, Kim Jong Un has
made self-reliance his gov-
erning lynchpin, shunning
international help and
striving instead for domes-
tic strategies to fix his bat-
tered economy.

But as an illness suspect-
ed to be COVID-19 sickens
hundreds of thousands of
his people, Kim stands at a
critical crossroad: Either
swallow his pride and re-
ceive foreign help to fight
the disease, or go it alone,
enduring potential huge fa-
talities that may under-
mine his leadership.

Kim Jong Un is in a
dilemma, a really huge
dilemma, said Lim Eul-
chul, a professor at
Kyungnam University’s
Institute for Far Eastern

Studies in Seoul. If he ac-
cepts US or Western assis-
tance, that can shake the
self-reliance stance that he
has steadfastly maintained
and public confidence in
him could be weakened.
Doing nothing, however,

could be calamitous. Since
acknowledging a COVID-19
outbreak last week, North
Korea has said an explo-
sively spreading fever has
killed 56 people and sick-
ened about 1.5 million oth-
ers. Outside observers sus-

pect most of those cases
were caused by the coron-
avirus.

Whatever North Korea’s
state-controlled media says
about those who are sick,
the outbreak is likely sever-
al times worse. North
Korea lacks sufficient
COVID-19 tests, and experts
say it is significantly un-
derstating deaths to avoid
possible public unrest that
could hurt Kim politically.

Some observers say the
stated death toll is low for a
country where most of the
26 million people are un-
vaccinated and medicine is
in short supply.

The North’s apparent un-
derreporting of deaths is
meant to defend Kim’s au-
thority as he faces the first
and biggest crisis of his
decade of rule, Nam Sung-
wook, a professor at Korea
University, said.

North Korea’s Kim faces ‘huge dilemma’
on aid as virus surges

New York, May 17 (PTI):

The US hopes India will
reconsider its decision to
ban wheat exports, with
Washington encouraging”
countries not to restrict
exports as that will exacer-
bate food shortages,
amidst Russia’s invasion
of Ukraine.

India, the world’s sec-
ond-biggest wheat produc-
er, has banned wheat ex-
ports in a bid to check
high domestic prices amid
concerns of wheat output
being hit by scorching
heat waves.

The decision would help
control retail prices of
wheat and wheat flour,
which have risen by an av-
erage 14-20 per cent in the

last one year, besides meet-
ing the foodgrain require-
ment of neighbouring and
vulnerable countries.

US Ambassador to the
UN Linda Thomas-
Greenfield, during a virtu-
al New York Foreign Press
Center briefing on

Monday, said: We have
seen the report of India’s
decision. We’re encourag-
ing countries not to re-
strict exports because we
think any restrictions on
exports will exacerbate
the food shortages .

But you’ve again, India

will be one of the coun-
tries participating in our
meeting at the Security
Council, and we hope that
they can, as they hear the
concerns being raised by
other countries, that they
would reconsider that po-
sition, she said.

Thomas-Greenfield was
responding to a question
on India’s decision to re-
strict wheat exports.

The US envoy said that
Ukraine used to be a
breadbasket for the devel-
oping world, but ever since
Russia started blocking
crucial ports and destroy-
ing civilian infrastructure
and grain silos, hunger sit-
uations in Africa and the
Middle East are getting
even more dire.

US hopes India would ‘reconsider’ its
decision to restrict wheat exports Beijing, May 17 (AP):

Elon Musk’s ties to
China through his role as
electric car brand Tesla’s
biggest shareholder could
add complexity to his bid
to buy Twitter.

Other companies that
want access to China give
in to pressure to follow
Beijing’s positions on
Taiwan and other issues.
But Twitter is shut out by
internet barriers that
block most Chinese users
from seeing global social
media, which gives Beijing
no leverage over the com-
pany, though the ruling
Communist Party uses it
to spread propaganda
abroad.

Tesla Inc’s ambitions in
China might give Beijing
that leverage to pressure

Twitter to silence human
rights activists and other
critics or ease its rules on
propaganda if Musk’s
USD 44 billion purchase
goes ahead, some experts
suggest. Chinese cus-
tomers bought half the
Teslas sold last year. Its
busiest factory and main
export hub is in Shanghai.

The Chinese exert
tremendous leverage over
businesses, said Anne
Stevenson-Yang of J
Capital Research. If you
care about the Shanghai
operation (of Tesla), then
you’re going to put every-
thing else in service 
to that.

Musk says he sees no in-
dications Beijing might
use Tesla as leverage, but
other companies don’t
wait for government or-

ders.
Automakers, clothing

brands and others take
pre-emptive action to pro-
tect their access to China
by changing marketing or
products sold worldwide to
reflect official positions
such as the ruling party’s
claim that self-ruled
Taiwan is part of its terri-
tory.

Musk said Friday his
offer was suspended while
he tried to confirm
whether the number of
Twitter accounts without
real users behind them
was below 5 per cent of the
total, as the company says.

On Monday, he said at a
business conference in
Miami that a deal at a
lower price wasn’t out of
the question, Bloomberg
News reported.

Musk’s China ties add potential
risks to Twitter purchase

London, May 17 (PTI): 

The UK government
has said it strongly sup-
ports the expansion of
the North Atlantic Treaty
Organisation (NATO) as
Sweden and Finland con-
firmed their intention to
apply for membership of
the military alliance, in a
historic shift of foreign
policy stance in the wake
of the Russia-Ukraine
conflict.

UK Foreign Secretary
Liz Truss said on Monday
evening that the two
Nordic countries should
be integrated into NATO,
which operates on a col-
lective defence basis
under which an attack
against any one ally is
considered as an attack
against all allies.

The UK strongly sup-
ports applications for
NATO membership from
Finland and Sweden.
They should be integrat-
ed into the alliance as
soon as possible; their ac-
cession will strengthen

the collective security of
Europe, said Truss.

We look forward to
working with them as
new NATO Allies and
stand ready to offer them
our every assistance dur-
ing the accession process.
Our mutual security dec-
larations signed with
Sweden and Finland last
week by the Prime
Minister [Boris Johnson]
demonstrate our stead-
fast and unequivocal
commitment to both
countries during this
process and beyond, she
said.

During his visit to
Stockholm and Helsinki
last week, Prime minister
Johnson signed bilateral
declarations with
Sweden and Finland com-
mitting to further deepen
defence and security
partnerships with both
countries in the lead up
to their full-fledged
NATO membership.

Downing Street said
the declarations marked
a step-change in defence

and security, intensifying
intelligence sharing, ac-
celerating joint military
training, exercising and
deployments, and bolster-
ing security across all
three countries and
northern Europe.

Sweden and Finland
have been NATO part-
ners for many years
and have taken part in
some of the alliance’s
tough operations. They
also make a major con-
tribution to security in
the Baltic region,
Northern Europe and
the rest of the Euro-
Atlantic area.

While there was less
appetite for a full mem-
bership in the past,
there is now greater po-
litical consensus with-
in the countries to be
included formally with-
in the military alliance.
It is in response to what
is seen as Russia’s ag-
gressive stance towards
Ukraine, a move that
has shaken up
European countries in

the neighbourhood.
NATO’s current 30-

strong membership in-
cludes the UK, the US,
Canada and many
European nations.

UK strongly supports Sweden, Finland joining NATO

North Korean leader Kim Jong Un, center, visits a pharmacy
in Pyongyang, North Korea. Independent journalists were
not given access to cover the event depicted in this image
distributed by the North Korean government. 

D o you follow influencers
on social media? Do you

always check their posts? Do
you find you're spending too
much time or becoming ob-
sessed with checking influ-
encers' accounts? And when
you can't check in, do you feel
disconnected or lost?

If you answered yes to all of
these questions, you may have
whats known as problematic
engagement with social media
influencers. But don't blame
yourself too much. You are
among the many who have been
swept away by dazzling social
media influencing. And this
can be attributed to many fea-
tures and tactics social media
influencers employ that help
keep them influential like
livestreams and polls on
Instagram. As experts in social
media and user behaviour, we
recently published a paper that
looks at followers' problematic
engagement with influencers
on social media.

Our paper is among the first
to study which aspects of social
media influencing may lead to
followers' problematic engage-
ment. It is important to exam-
ine this context considering the

significant volume and rev-
enues of social media influenc-
ing it's a USD 13.8 billion indus-
try.

The issue of problematic
engagement

In the age of social media,
most people know of or follow
some social media influencers.
Social media influencers are
users who have a significant
number of followers with estab-
lished credibility.

Whether you are a fashion
fan or want information on
health and fitness there's an in-
fluencer to follow. And followers
often gravitate towards them
for their authenticity and con-
tent creation.

But less focus is put on the
dark side of social media influ-
encing. Influencers are motivat-
ed and often incentivised
(through product and brand en-
dorsement) to increase their
power on social media and
many are becoming more profi-
cient in attracting and engaging
followers. Followers, on the
other hand, can easily become
attached and obsessed with in-
fluencers and their engagement
can often become excessive and
unhealthy.

Problematic engagement
with social media influencers is
common among followers, but
not well known or understood.

Our research
We recently examined the

factors and mechanisms that
lead to problematic engage-
ment. We focused on three influ-
encer characteristics (physical
attractiveness, social attractive-
ness and self-presence) and two
follower participation attrib-
utes (participation comprehen-

siveness and following length)
to explore their effects on the
development of problematic en-
gagement through the forma-
tion of follower attachments.
Based on attachment theory, we
studied two types of attach-
ments parasocial relationship
and sense of belonging, both of
which are key in social media
influencing. Parasocial rela-
tionship is followers' perception
of their one-sided relationship
with an influencer and sense of
belonging refers to the feeling of
being an integral member of
the influencer's community.

We conducted an online sur-
vey of 500 Instagram users.

The results showed that
when followers develop attach-
ments both to influencers
(parasocial relationship) and
their community (sense of be-
longing), this can lead to prob-
lematic engagement.

We found that influencers' so-
cial attractiveness has a
stronger effect than other fac-
tors in building followers' at-
tachments. Following more in-
fluencers could reduce the im-
pact of attachment to the com-
munity (sense of belonging)
when it comes to problematic
engagement, but not the effect
of attachment to the influencer
(parasocial relationship).

Implications for influ-
encers and followers

Our study warns of and ex-
plains problematic engagement
to social media users. We argue
that social media users who are
attracted to influencers can be-
come easily attached and en-
gage excessively. Users need to
be aware of, watch out for and
exert self-regulations to man-

age their interactions with in-
fluencers. For example, partici-
pation comprehensiveness
which refers to the reasons for
following and extent of follow-
ers' participation (like watch-
ing, liking, commenting, shar-
ing) can lead to attachment de-
velopment. This, however, can
be consciously managed by fol-
lowers themselves. One way of
doing this is by making use of
the phone's functions and tools
like setting daily time limits on
Instagram or turning off notifi-
cations for the app. Social
media influencers should also
be aware of followers' problem-
atic engagement.

Although it may be in con-
trast with their goal of increas-
ing follower engagement, they
can focus on creating a healthy
relationship with their follow-
ers. For instance, influencers
can openly talk about the issue
of problematic engagement and
show care for their followers'
well-being.

This will help with sustain-
ability of the relationship be-
cause studies have shown that
social media users with prob-
lematic behaviour are more
likely to stop using platforms
after a while. More research on
the dark side of social media in-
fluencers is needed and we call
for future research to focus on
additional negative conse-
quences such as followers' anxi-
ety, depression and the impact
of following influencers on fol-
lowers' well-being.

Writer is Assistant
Professor, Information
Systems, Sprott School of
Business, Carleton
University.
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Let the religious
fanaticism be 

suppressed strongly
If the Sri Lankan govern-
ment had adopted the
method of Indian govern-
ment and diverted the at-
tention of a common man
towards religious fanati-
cism there would have not
turmoil in the country.On
the same pattern if Indira
Gandhi had exploited the
religious sentiments of
Indian people there would
had no need of declaration
of Emergency. We should
also remember the last
words of Indira Gandhi de-
livered in Orissa "Every
drop of my blood shall be
used for national integri-
ty."Only to attain the post
of PM in not enough as the
country had seen two such
instances when post of PM
was refused.Sonia Gandhi
refused this post and asked
Dr Manmohan Singh to
take charge of PM. Second
instance is of CPM leader
Jyoti Basu when his party
refused to accept the offer
of PM. A common man's
opinion is must on nation-
al issue and in this regard
example of PM Nehru can
be remembered.When PM
Nehru called joint session
of Parliament on Hindu
Code Bill then a reporter
asked Nehru that when
there is  no opposition to
this bill then why are you
calling joint session then
Nehru replied that it is im-
portant Bill so everyone
should express own
views.If we compare the
present environment with
the era of Nehru we will
find the great difference as
we are aware that PM
Nehru had refused to inau-
gurate the Som Nath
Temple as it was his views
that it is not job of the gov-
ernment to indulge in such
religious activities . From
the above it is apparent
clear that any act or action
which is meant for
National integration and
national unity should be
supported wholeheartedly
and if it is otherwise then
it should be opposed unit-
edly.

Yash Pal Ralhan,
Jalandhar

'Party-trotters' 
Globetrotters are persons who trav-
el around the globe in search of
knowledge and pleasure. Likewise,
right now we have another class of
trotters named 'party-trotters' who
travel from one political party to
another in search of power and
money. In this regard, we are rather
very lucky to have one party-trotter
of highest quality, named Kamal
Kumar Medhi, who almost created
a world record by travelling from
one party to another party three
times within a calendar year. Mr
Medhi perhaps follows the famous
English proverb that a rolling stone
gathers no moss. A political nomad
like you can never help any political
party. SHAME!

DDrr  AAsshhiimm  CChhoowwddhhuurryy,,  GGuuwwaahhaattii..

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

WHAT THEY TWEET!

RRaanniill
WWiicckkrreemmeessiinngghhee

@@RRWW__UUNNPP
The next couple of

months will be the most
difficult ones of our lives.
I have no desire to hide

the truth and to lie to the
public. Although these
facts are unpleasant 

and terrifying, this is the
true situation. 

PPaarriinneeeettii  CChhoopprraa@@
PPaarriinneeeettiiCChhoopprraa

So honoured to be announced
AmbassaDiver of India .. Thanks

@PADI - from fellow divers to
becoming partners now, we’ve

sure come a long way! 

YYaasshhwwaanntt  DDeesshhmmuukkhh
@@YYRRDDeesshhmmuukkhh

This is blunt and direct. Wishing
you all the best @RW_UNP ,

hope your sail the country out
of the current crisis. A billion
Indian prayers are with you.

HHaarrbbhhaajjaann
TTuurrbbaannaattoorr@@

hhaarrbbhhaajjaann__ssiinngghh
The primary focus of

your life should be good
health. Nothing is worth

compromising your
health for. Eat right,

meditate, and exercise
to keep your stress lev-

els in control.

KKiirreenn  RRiijjiijjuu@@KKiirreennRRiijjiijjuu
I thank Jammu & Kashmir Lieutenant Governor @manojsinha_ Ji, Chief Justice of High Court of J&K and Ladakh

Justice Pankaj Mithal Ji and entire UT Administration for the impressive arrangement for various programs.

AAsshhookk  GGeehhlloott@@aasshhookkggeehhlloott5511
On World Telecommunication
and Information Society Day,
let us highlight the significant

role information & communica-
tion technologies play in saving
lives & in bringing innovation,
development. Technology &

information is vital for improv-
ing quality of life, 

empowering citizens.

R ecognition and protection of the people's rights and
dignity, supplemented by speedy justice are highly es-

sential for the good health of a democracy. This is what
Chief Justice of India N V Ramana said on Saturday while
laying the foundation stone of the new Rs 310-crore
Jammu & Kashmir High Court building in Srinagar. It is a
fact that democracy is not just about which party gets how
many seats in elections and what percentage of votes the
winning party gets. Democracy is a concept which is much
beyond the game of numbers as some people – especially
in active politics – believe. For a democracy to function in a
healthy manner, it is imperative that the people have a feel-
ing that their basic rights and dignity are protected and
duly recognized. Here again, people do not mean just the
majority people; instead, in a healthy democracy, even the
last member of the smallest minority group should be able
to feel safe, secure and happy. Moreover, as the Chief
Justice of India said, expeditious adjudication of disputes
is also the hallmark of a healthy democracy. The Chief
Justice of India has also very rightly said that denial of
justice would lead to anarchy, which in turn will destabi-
lize the judicial institution, as people will then begin to
look for solutions to their grievances through extrajudicial
mechanisms. Taking a cue from the CJI's speech, one can
also say that peace will prevail in a society or a country
only when people's rights and dignity are recognised and
ensured. It is also a fact that in our country the major chal-
lenge faced by the judiciary is dispensing speedy and af-
fordable justice. While the justice delivery mechanism in
India continues to be complex, cumbersome and expen-
sive, these factors in turn adversely affect the protection of
rule of law. The CJI has also called upon the judiciary to be
at its innovative best so that the challenges to its working
are met with just and constitutional measures.

Rights, justice & 
health of democracy

S ushil KuttyIt is the new normal: Of police being mis-
used to misuse its powers given to it under the law

because politicians and political parties want to settle
scores with one another. The funny thing is, funnier
things are happening because of this trend. An MP-MLA
couple is arrested by the Maharashtra Police and charged
with sedition for threatening to chant the Hanuman
Chalisa outside Chief Minister Uddhav Thackeray’s resi-
dence! Two, Gujarat MLA Jignesh Mevani is arrested in
Gujarat and dragged all the way to Barpeta in Assam by
the Assam Police! More funny is that Assam Chief
Minister Hemanta Biswa Sarma claims he didn’t know
what his police were up to! And when Mevani returns to
Gujarat, he finds he’s been sentenced to three months in
jail in some old rickety case. This even as Delhi BJP
spokesperson Tejinder Singh Bagga is picked up by the
Punjab Police from his West Delhi residence right from
under his father Prithipal Singh’s nose, allegedly on the
orders of Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal. Kejriwal
is now the proud “owner” of a police force that is only too
willing to do his bidding. Tejinder Bagga and Arvind
Kejriwal go back several years, with the former being the
“same sick” who had allegedly taken his slipper to the
person of the then AAP leader, advocate Prashant
Bhushan. This time, Bagga allegedly threatened Kejriwal
with ‘Jeene Nahi Doonga.” Old scores are being settled.
The Punjab Police were put on the job to haul Bagga to
Chandigarh (Mohali?) a month ago. But Bagga with his
quicksilver feet, which wouldn’t remain still like his
motor-mouth, wasn’t about to be caught. Till, finally, the
morning of May 6, and Tejinder Bagga wasn’t even al-
lowed to slip on his bathroom slippers, and “kidnapped!”
That accounts for the police of three states--Maharashtra,
Assam and Punjab. Halfway through the day, however,
about three hours after Bagga was frog-marched out of
his West Delhi residence, reports came that the Punjab
Police team taking Bagga to Punjab had been stopped by
the Crime Branch of the Haryana Police at Kurukshetra
in Haryana. And Haryana, as we all know, is BJP-ruled
four states and their chief ministers though none of the
CMs was ready to admit involvement. Kejriwal laughed,
“Who Bagga?” Not to be left behind, the Rajasthan Police
came calling to the Noida studios of a national TV news
channel with a warrant for the arrest of anchor Aman
Chopra under Section 153 of the IPC. Warned that the
Rajasthan Police were looking for him, Chopra vanished
and hasn’t been seen since. On May 5,
#AmanChopraGayab was trending on Twitter, and re-
ports were that Rajasthan Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot
was allegedly personally invested. A couple of things
about this trend of the police being misused to settle
scores with political rivals. One, the common people are
hardly bothered about who's picking whom, and why?
Two, there’s forced amplification of the issues raked up,
from Hanuman Chalisa to hijab and halal, loudspeaker
and ‘azaan’. Also, there appears to be scant regard for
court orders. Why, the courts themselves don’t seem to
care once after the order is passed and is routinely bro-
ken. Similar to how news TV anchors fuel ruckus in stu-
dios by pitching one panelist’s argument against another
panelist’s defence. The anchor doesn’t moderate, ably
cued by the show’s producer in the background, he/she
scars the show by ensuring that nothing makes sense ex-
cept the crescendo! Unlike Navneet and Ravi Rana who
had to face the brunt of a chief minister’s ire, Tejinder
Singh Bagga got away from being jailed because Haryana
comes in between Delhi and Punjab! Afternoon of May 6,
the Punjab Police DGP was “requesting” his Haryana
Police counterpart to “release” the Punjab Police team
into “Punjab Police custody.” Like said, the misuse and
disuse of the police had crossed all limits. It seemed like
Kejriwal’s definition of anarchy had come into play. The
Centre it appeared had also stepped in. There was a Delhi
Police team on its way to Kurukshetra to secure Bagga
from the “safe protection” of the Haryana Police. The po-
lice of three states falling prey to the machinations of
politicians. At the end of the day, the only role of the po-
lice is to serve their political masters.

Police acting at the 
diktat of politicians
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In a major development, following the initiative undertaken by the NF Railways, the Indian Air Force (IAF) airlifted at least 119
passengers from the Silchar-Guwahati train which was stranded at Ditokcherra in the Dima Hasao district due to a heavy
deluge following torrential rain.

SAMIRA FARIVAR

The dark side of social media influencing

AAnnuusshhkkaa  SShheettttyy@@
MMssAAnnuusshhkkaaSShheettttyy

Sometimes I wish I could just
rewind back to the old 

days and presspause… just for
a little while.

STRANDED PASSENGERS
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Resignation

New Delhi: NBFC
firm Aditya Birla
Capital Ltd (ABCL) on
Monday said Ajay
Srinivasan has decid-
ed to step down as MD
and CEO of the com-
pany and his depar-
ture has nothing to do
with an investigation
into alleged irregular-
ities and corruption.
According to reports,
serious allegations of
corruption and mis-
management have
been levelled by a
whistleblower against
the company and the
top management.
Refuting allegations,
Aditya Birla Capital's
spokesperson said
Srinivasan had ex-
pressed his desire to
take on a new role
within the group after
having served as Chief
Executive for over 14
years and a new role is
being crafted at the
Group level in consul-
tation with him.

Girl empowerment
New Delhi: State-run
power giant NTPC is
planning to conduct
its flagship corporate
social responsibility
(CSR) initiative -- girl
empowerment mis-
sion (GEM) -- in about
35 project locations
this year. The GEM is
for empowering young
girls to realise their
dreams, as per a com-
pany statement.
According to the state-
ment, NTPC is sup-
porting the upliftment
of girls, with focus on
the girl child from the
villages around NTPC
projects. Further, it
stated that it is plan-
ning to conduct its
GEM initiative in
about 35 project loca-
tions during this year.

EV charging infra

New Delhi: Hyundai
Motor India on
Tuesday said it has
joined hands with
Tata Power to set up
fast charging electric
vehicle infrastructure
across its select deal-
erships in the country.
Under the collabora-
tion, 60 kW DC charg-
ing stations will be in-
stalled at the compa-
ny's 34 EV dealerships
in 29 cities to cater to
all kinds of electric
vehicles through
Hyundai and Tata
Power EZ Charge
Mobile App.

Neo desktops 
New Delhi: Lenovo
announced its new
'ThinkCentre neo'
portfolio of desktop
computers in India,
promising perform-
ance boost over the
previous generation,
better power manage-
ment capabilities, and
smarter workplace
collaboration features.
ThinkCentre is known
for its enterprise-ori-
ented desktops, and
the latest range of 'neo'
machines provide up
to 14 per cent perform-
ance boost over the
previous generation,
the Personal
Computer (PC) maker
said.

New Delhi, May 17:  

India is targeting the
rollout of 6G telecom net-
work, which will provide
ultra high speed internet
connectivity, by the end of
the decade, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
said on Tuesday. India cur-
rently has 3G and 4G tele-
com networks and compa-
nies are gearing up to
launch 5G over the next
few months.

Speaking at the silver ju-
bilee event of telecom sec-
tor regulator TRAI here,
he said it is estimated that
the 5G network rollout will
add USD 450 billion to the
Indian economy. "This is
not just increasing inter-
net speed but also the pace
of development and creat-
ing jobs," he said, adding
the 5G technology will
bring positive change in
governance of the country,
ease of living and ease of

doing business. It will
boost growth in agricul-
ture, health, education, in-
frastructure and logistics,
he said. Connectivity,
Modi said, will decide the
progress of the country in
the 21st century and so
modern day infrastruc-
ture needs to be rolled out.
According to the prime
minister, a task force has
started work on rolling out
the 6G network by the end
of the decade. Taking pot-

shots at the previous
Congress-led UPA govern-
ment, Modi said the 2G era
was symbolic of policy
paralysis and corruption.
The country, under his
government, has moved
transparently to 4G and is
now going to 5G and TRAI
has played a very impor-
tant role in this transition,
Modi said.

The prime minister said
that whenever the indus-
try has faced challenges
like retrospective tax or
adjusted gross revenue,
then his government has
responded to the crisis ex-
peditiously and undertak-
en reforms wherever re-
quired.

"These efforts have cre-
ated new trust. The result
of this is that over one-
and-a-half times more FDI
in the telecom sector has
come in the last 8 years
compared to the amount
that came into the country

before 2014," Modi said.
Teledensity and inter-

net users are fast expand-
ing, he said, adding that
mobile manufacturing
units in India have ex-
panded from 2 to over 200
and the country is now the
world's biggest mobile
manufacturing hub. The
prime minister also said
that his government has
encouraged healthy com-
petition that has led to
India having one of the
cheapest telecom data
charges in the world.
Indigenous 5G test bed in
telecom sector is an impor-
tant step in India's self-re-
liance, he added. Telecom
minister Ashwani
Vaishnaw said the coun-
try's scientists and engi-
neers have developed a
complete 4G stack which
is ready for deployment by
the BSNL and the 5G stack
is at an advanced stage of
development.

India aims to roll out 6G telecom
network by end of decade: PM

New Delhi, May 17:  

Petrol in India is cheap-
er than in countries like
Hong Kong, Germany
and the UK but costlier
than in China, Brazil,
Japan, the US, Russia,
Pakistan and Sri Lanka, a
BOB Economics
Research report showed.
Rising fuel prices in
India have led to consid-
erable debate on which
government, state or cen-
tral, should be lowering
their taxes to keep prices
under control. The rise in
fuel prices is mainly due
to the global price of
crude oil (raw material
for making petrol and
diesel) going up. Further,
a stronger dollar has
added to the cost of crude
oil.

The report of Bank of

Baroda Economic
Research juxtaposed
petrol prices as of May 9
in various countries with
the per capita income.
"For a set of 106 countries
for which data is avail-
able, the price in India at
USD 1.35 per litre is 42nd
in rank. Hence there are
over 50 countries where
the price is higher. This
should provide some com-
fort that in absolute
terms India is not an out-
lier. The median price
was around USD 1.22 a
litre," it said. Fuel prices
in India are at par with
those in Australia,
Turkey, and South Korea.

It is lower than Hong
Kong, Finland, Germany,

Italy, the Netherlands,
Greece, France, Portugal
and Norway where it is
above USD 2 per litre.
Amongst comparable
countries (per capita
wise), prices in India are
higher than those in
Vietnam, Kenya, Ukraine,
Bangladesh, Nepal,
Pakistan, Sri Lanka, and
Venezuela. Countries that
are major oil producers
have much lower prices.
"India's petrol price does
not now look too much
out of place. However,
when juxtaposed with the
per capita income, it can
be seen that wherever
prices are higher, the per
capita income is much
higher than in India.

"Therefore, the econom-
ic pain caused is much
higher for countries with
low per capita income as
its direct and indirect ef-
fect on inflation is higher
which in turn impacts the
lower-income groups the
most," the report said.

Petrol in India cheaper
than UK, Germany

̈ But costlier than
US, China,
Pakistan, SL

Mumbai, May 17:  

Jet Airways, which is
set to conduct its final
phase of proving flights on
Tuesday, is expected to get
its Air Operator
Certificate (AOC) revali-
dated this week, according
to a senior DGCA official.
The full-service carrier,
which stopped flying more
than three years ago, is
being revived under the
ownership of the Jalan
Kalrock consortium and
completed its first phase of
proving flights on Sunday.
"The process for Jet
Airways flying permit
revalidation is almost
done. On Tuesday, they are
conducting the remaining
proven flights. Their AOC
revalidation will be done
by this week," the official
at the Directorate General
of Civil Aviation (DGCA)
told PTI on Monday. A

total of five flights (land-
ing) have to be conducted
by the aircraft to success-
fully complete the process.
An airline spokesperson
said it would be conduct-
ing the remaining proven
flights but refused to com-
ment on the revalidation
of the AOP.

"We are conducting the
remainder of our proven
flights on May 17. We
(however) cannot com-
ment on the date of revali-
dation of the AOC (Air
Operator Certificate) as
that is determined by the

DGCA process)," the
spokesperson said in a
statement to PTI. Jet
Airways suspended opera-
tions on April 17, 2019,
after its erstwhile promot-
ers failed to provide liquid-
ity and the insolvency res-
olution process started for
the airline in June 2019. In
October 2020, the airline's
Committee of Creditors
(CoC) approved the resolu-
tion plan submitted by the
consortium of the UK's
Kalrock Capital and the
UAE-based entrepreneur
Murari Lal Jalan.

Jet Airways’ flying permit likely
to be revalidated this week

New Delhi, May 17: 

The country's largest in-
surer LIC is the fifth most
valuable company in the
country with a market cap-
italisation of about Rs 5.54
lakh crore. Life Insurance
Corporation (LIC) made a
tepid stock market debut
on Tuesday following a
mega IPO which fetched Rs
20,557 crore to the excheq-
uer. The shares listed on
stock exchanges at over 8
per cent discount over its
issue price of Rs 949 apiece.

Shares of LIC closed at
Rs 875.45, down Rs 73.55 or
7.75 per cent over the issue
price, on the BSE. At this
price, LIC is valued at
nearly Rs 5.54 lakh crore.
The market capitalisation
of LIC is higher than that
of HUL (Rs 5.27 lakh
crore), ICICI Bank (Rs 4.94
lakh crore), SBI (Rs 4.17
lakh crore) and HDFC (Rs

3.97 lakh crore), as per the
BSE data. Reliance
Industries is the most val-
ued company with a mar-
ket capitalisation of Rs
17.12 lakh crore, followed

by Tata Consultancy
Services (Rs 12.67 lakh
crore), HDFC Bank (Rs
7.29 lakh crore) and
Infosys (Rs 6.38 lakh
crore).

LIC with m-cap of Rs 5.54 lakh cr is
fifth most valued Indian company

Life Insurance Corporation (LIC) Chairperson M R Kumar (R) with
Department of Investment and Public Asset Management (DIPAM)
Secretary Tuhin Kanta Pandey during the listing ceremony of LIC
at the Bombay Stock Exchange, in Mumbai on Tuesday.

New Delhi, May 17: 

Mortgage lender HDFC on
Tuesday launched a spot offer
on WhatsApp to provide an in-
principle home loan approval
for buyers within 2 minutes.
HDFC's Spot Offer on
WhatsApp' is a platform that
will enable prospective borrow-
ers to get an in-principle home
loan approval instantly, the
lender said in a statement. 
All that the users have to do is
initiate a conversation on
HDFC's WhatsApp number
(+91 9867000000) and provide
some basic information, in a
few clicks through a guided
conversational flow, it said. On
basis of the information keyed
in by the customer, a provision-
al home loan offer letter is gen-
erated instantaneously. The
home loan spot offer facility
can be availed 24x7, it said,
adding there is no waiting time'
for the home loan approval let-
ter. This facility is available to
salaried resident Indians. 

New Delhi, May 17:  

As taxpayers face techni-
cal glitch on the GST por-
tal, the government on
Tuesday said it is consider-
ing extending the April tax
payment deadline and has
directed Infosys for early
resolution of the problem.

The Central Board of
Indirect Taxes and
Customs (CBIC) said a
technical glitch has been
reported by Infosys in gen-
eration of April 2022
GSTR-2B and auto-popula-
tion of GSTR-3B on portal.
"Infosys has been directed
by Govt for early resolu-
tion. Technical team is
working to provide GSTR-
2B & correct auto-populat-
ed GSTR-3B at the earli-
est," the CBIC tweeted.
GSTR-2B is an auto-drafted

Input Tax credit (ITC)
statement which is avail-
able to every GST regis-
tered entities based on the
information furnished by
their suppliers in their re-
spective sales return form
GSTR-1.

GSTR-2B statement is
usually made available to
businesses on the 12th day
of succeeding month,
based on which they can
claim ITC while paying
taxes and filing GSTR-3B.
GSTR-3B is filed in stag-
gered manner between
20th, 22nd and 24th of
every month for different

categories of tax payers.
"Considering the difficul-
ties faced by taxpayers in
filing their GSTR-3B for
the month of April 2022, a
proposal to extend the due
date of filing GSTR-3B for
April 2022 is under active
consideration," the CBIC
tweeted. On Sunday, GST
Network, which provides
the technology backbone
for Goods and Services
Tax, had issued an adviso-
ry saying that in a few
cases, certain records are
not reflected in the GSTR-
2B statement for the period
of April 2022 and asked
taxpayers to file GSTR-3B
return on self-assessment
basis. "The technical team
is working to resolve this
issue for the impacted tax-
payers and generate fresh
GSTR-2B at the earliest.

Govt mulls extending April GST payment
deadline; asks Infosys to fix glitch on portal

HDFC launches 
spot home loan offer

on WhatsApp

Bengaluru, May 17: 

Amazon India shared up-
dates on its key pledges for
India and announced that
it has cumulatively created
more than 11.6 lakh (1.16
million) direct and indirect
jobs, enabled nearly $5 bil-
lion in cumulative exports,
and digitized over 40 lakh
(4 million) MSMEs in India
till date.In Jan 2020, at the
first edition of its annual
event Amazon Smbhav, the
company had pledged to
digitize 1 crore (10 million)
MSMEs, enable $10 billion
in cumulative exports and
create 20 lakh (2 million)
jobs in India by 2025.
Amazon is well on track to
fulfil these pledges, while
in fact doubling its export

pledge from India, to now
enable $20 billion in cumu-
lative exports from India
by 2025.

Last year at Amazon
Smbhav 2021, Amazon had
announced the $250 MM
Amazon Smbhav Venture
Fund to invest in startups
and entrepreneurs who are
focused on technology in-
novations. The fund is fo-
cused on supporting entre-
preneurs and startups that
are doing innovative work
in the area of SMB digitiza-
tion. As part of the fund,
Amazon has already in-
vested in ‘MyGlamm’,
‘M1xchange’ and ‘Small
Case’. Amazon remains
committed to leveraging its
people & tech resources to
invest into focus areas for

the Fund, including multi-
ple new and emerging
areas that are seeing high
degree of innovation & en-
trepreneurial energy.

Manish Tiwary, Country
Manager, India Consumer
Business Amazon
Indiasaid:“We have cumu-
latively created over 11.6
lakh jobs, enabled nearly
$5 billion in exports and
digitized over 40 lakh
MSMEs in India. As we
continue to work with
MSMEs across the country,
we remain committed to
bringing new tools, tech-
nology and innovation
that will unleash the entre-
preneurial spirit of Indian
businesses, boost exports
from the country and help
create jobs at scale.

Amazon has cumulatively created over
11.6 lakh direct and indirect jobs

Mumbai, May 17: 

Bandhan Bank, the
universal bank with in-
clusive banking at its
core, today announced
its financial results for
the final quarter of fi-
nancial year 2021-22. The
Bank continued to wit-
ness strong business
growth, as the economy
revived strongly.

The Bank’s total busi-
ness (deposits and ad-
vances) grew 18.6% year-
on-year to reach around
Rs. 1.96 lakh crore as on
March 31, 2022. The Bank
serves 2.63 crore cus-
tomers through 5,639
banking outlets across 34
of the 36 states and
union territories in

India. The total number
of employees working at
Bandhan Bank stands at
60,211.

During the fourth
quarter of the current fi-
nancial year, the Bank’s
deposit book grew 24%
over the corresponding
quarter of the previous
year. The total deposits
now stand at Rs. 96,331
crore. In this period, the
Bank’s retail deposit
book showed a substan-
tial growth and grew
21% year-on-year to Rs.
74,441 crore. The current
account and savings ac-
count (CASA) book grew
by 18% year-on-year, and
the CASA ratio now
stands at 41.6% of the
overall deposit book.

Bandhan Bank 
registers growth New Delhi, May 17: 

DTH players have approached
the government to waive the 8
per cent licence fee imposed
on them in line with a similar
proposal for broadband servic-
es so that they remain com-
petitive in the market, indus-
try body DTH Association has
said. The DTH body
approached the Information
and Broadcasting Ministry fol-
lowing a proposal under the
consideration of the DoT to
waive the licence fee on
broadband services. In a letter
dated May 11 sent to the
Information and Broadcasting
Ministry, the industry body
said the direct-to-home (DTH)
volumes have been declining
quarter on quarter for a while
now has put thousands of
crores of investments and
employment of over a lakh
direct and indirect employees

of the sector at risk. The letter
was also marked to the
Department of
Telecommunications.
The industry body said broad-
band is expanding very fast and
is being used for content distri-
bution as well. DTH Association
welcomed the proposal to
remove licence fees to help the
consumers, but requested "that
the same policy may be made
applicable to DTH, and there-
fore seek a waiver of license
fees in line with DoT's proposed
decision". 

DTH players seek 8% licence fee
waiver to remain competitive

New Delhi, May 17: 

Wholesale price-based
inflation soared to a record
high of 15.08 per cent in
April mainly on account of
spiralling prices of food,
fuel and other commodi-
ties, which may prompt the
Reserve Bank to hike inter-
est rates in upcoming mon-
etary policy review next
month.

The Wholesale Price
Index (WPI) at 15.08 per
cent is the highest in the
new series, the data for
which is available since
2012-13. The WPI inflation
has remained in double
digit for the 13th consecu-
tive month since April last
year. "The high rate of in-

flation in April 2022 was
primarily due to rise in
prices of mineral oils,
basic metals, crude petrole-
um & natural gas, food arti-
cles, non-food articles, food

products and chemicals &
chemical products etc. as
compared to the correspon-
ding month of the previous
year," the commerce and
industry ministry said in a

statement. Inflation in food
articles was 8.35 per cent as
prices of vegetables,
wheat, fruits and potato
witnessed a sharp spike
over the year-ago period.

In the fuel and power
basket, inflation was 38.66
per cent, while in manufac-
tured products and oil
seeds, it was 10.85 per cent
and 16.10 per cent, respec-
tively. Inflation in crude pe-
troleum and natural gas
was 69.07 per cent in April.
Data released last week
showed that retail inflation
rose to a near eight-year
high of 7.79 per cent in
April, remaining above the
Reserve Bank's inflation
target for the fourth
straight month.

WPI inflation at record high of 15.08 pc
in April on price rise across all items

T
his week in &TV shows, characters will fall prey to con-
spiracies. About &TV's Baal Shiv track, Devi Parvati,
shares, “Devi Parvati (Shivya Pathania) and Nandi

(Danish Akhtar Saifi), while narrating Dus Mahavidyas' story
to Baal Shiv (Aan Tiwari), tell him how Devi Bhuvaneshwari
(Shivya Pathania) and Mahadev (Siddharth Arora) saved the
universe from the poisonous air of Vishasur. Meanwhile,
Tarkasur (Kapil Nirmal) opens the door to poisonous air,
which Devi Parvati and Baal Shiv try to stop but fail. Once
again, Mahadev and Devi Bhuneshwari consume the poison-
ous air to save the universe from destruction. Later, Tarkarsur
betrays Shukrcharya and forms an army of Asurs who attack
Devi Parvati and Baal Shiv. This time she takes the form of
Devi Chinnamastika and, along with Mahadev, kills the
Asura. All the God comes to Devi Parvati and requests to
stop a catastrophe because people are dying. To do that, she
awakens Devi Bhairavi in her, whereas Mahadev awakens
Bhairav. Meanwhile, Tarkasur sends Ajamukhi (Srashti
Maheshwari) to Anusuya's (Mouli Ganguly) house to kill her
and distract Baal Shiv from the catastrophe. Will Tarkasur suc-
ceed in his plan?". About &TV's Bhabiji Ghar Par Hai, Vibhuti
Narayan Mishra says, "Vibhuti (Aasif Sheikh) borrows Rs.
75,000 from Prem (Vishwajeet Soni) and loses all the monies in
the gamble. So he requests Prem to give him some time to re-
turn his monies. However, Prem starts blackmailing Vibhuti
and gets him to do all his household chores, causing a strain
on his relationship with Anita (Vidisha Srivastava). As a re-
sult, Anita Bhabi decides to leave Vibhuti and settle in the
U.S. To stop Anita Bhabi from going, Vibhuti plans a sur-
prise party two months ahead of their actual anniversary
date. But will this stop Anita from leaving Vibhuti or bring
another set of unexpected problems causing more strain
between the two?”

Swastika Mukherjee 
motivated Plabita to push

boundaries in ‘Escaype Live’ 
Actress Plabita Borthakur, who essays the role of Fetish

Girl in the upcoming OTT series 'Escaype Live', recently
shared that she had an amazing experience working with

Swastika Mukherjee. Since actors feed off each others' creative
energies, Swastika influenced Plabita to perform better. Escaype
Live is a story, penned by Jaya Mishra and Siddharth Kumar

Tewary. The story features a bunch of content creators, with differ-
ent paths but one goal - to produce viral content to emerge victori-
ous in a life-changing competition announced by the hottest new

app called Escaype Live. Sharing her experience, the 'Lipstick
Under My Burkha' actress said, "Swastika is amazing to work

with. She is a brilliant actor, and it is because of her experi-
ence and her hold on her craft that motivated me to per-

form better and made our scenes together feel effortless.
It was such a pleasure working with her, she really gives

a lot to the co-actor to work with." Produced under
Siddharth Kumar Tewary's One Life Studios, the nine-

episodic series also stars Siddharth, Jaaved Jaaferi,
Shweta Tripathi Sharma, Sumedh Mudgalkar,

Swastika Mukherjee, Waluscha D'Souza, Ritvik
Sahore, Geetika Vidya Ohlyan, Jagjeet Sandhu,

Rohit Chandel and child actor Aadyaa Sharma.
The series premieres on Disney+

Hotstar on May 20.

Nayanthara’s ‘O2’ teaser 
promises a pulsating thriller

N
ayanthara, who is known for her female-oriented films, is back with
another one titled 'O2.' The thriller's teaser is now out and it looks
promising. 'O2' is written and directed by GS Viknesh and will be

out on Disney+ Hotstar as a direct digital release. The teaser for the
thriller was released on Monday, by Disney+ Hotstar, which acquired the
premiere rights to the thriller. The teaser appears to be intriguing, as it
establishes the genre well, with interesting aspects. It shows Nayanthara
and others in a bus that crashes into a deep valley on a rainy night,
where there is insufficient oxygen to survive. The story revolves
around how they handle the situation. In this film, produced by
Dream Warrior Pictures, Ritvick plays a pivotal role. The music
for this film was composed by Vishal Chandrasekhar and will
be released soon in Tamil, Telugu, and Malayalam.

ACROSS

1. Male sheep

5. Defeat

9. Beginning part

14. Oodles (2 wds.)

15. Poker payment

16. Reef material

17. At no time hereafter

19. Ham it up

20. Insignificant matters

21. Poetic "before"

23. The ____ of March

24. Sharply inclined

25. Reduce

27. Court proceeding

29. Makes very happy

33. Society girls

37. Facial feature

39. Range

40. Newspaper issue

42. Add sugar

44. Surrendered

45. Soft belt

47. Fender damage

48. Reduced in price (2 wds.)

50. Cat's cry

52. River mouths

54. Noblemen

59. Goof off

62. Converged

63. In the sky

64. Keyboard instrument

66. Abode

68. Hesitate

69. Brought to court

70. Mellowed

71. List of candidates

72. Epochs

73. Lays turf

DOWN

1. Speaks wildly

2. On the ball

3. "Men in Black", e.g.

4. Comic ____ Martin

5. Tibetan monk

6. Lennon's Yoko ____

7. Roads

8. Clairvoyants

9. Cold cubes

10. Proposed as a candidate

11. Walked upon

12. Charge per unit

13. Bullring shouts

18. Tears apart

22. Wind dir.

25. Maned felines

26. Ultimatum word

28. One (Sp.)
30. Carry
31. Smooth
32. Exported
33. Art ____
34. Eve's garden
35. Auction offers
36. Firmly loyal
38. Snaky shapes
41. At rest
43. Reporter's question
46. Nonprofessional
49. Graceful tree
51. Dandelion, for one
53. Concise
55. Regions
56. Beatle ____ Starr
57. Fastened shoestrings
58. Toboggans
59. Trims (off)
60. Uttered
61. Water (Sp.)
63. Helps
65. Originally named
67. Caspian ____
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Do you say yes every time someone asks
for a favor, Aquarius? Is it sometimes hard
to find time for yourself because you're so
busy coming to the rescue of a friend or
family member? Today's celestial energy
asks you to think about you. Say no to your
sister's tenth babysitting request in two
weeks. Do absolutely nothing if that's
what you wish. 

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

Do you think your body reflects who you are,
Pisces? If you have the feeling that it does-
n't, it's probably because the image you
have of yourself isn't quite right. Take a
close look at yourself in order to readjust
that image. You'll see that your body is the
exact mirror of who you are at the moment.
The alignment of the planets will help you
see this more clearly now.

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

Has it been difficult these past few days
to communicate with those close to you?
Are you a little skeptical about your
charm? In fact, have you been feeling
somewhat unsure of yourself in general?
The day ahead is excellent for a fresh
start. You're full of confidence. 

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

It has been fairly easy for you to detect
the truth behind the situations you've
encountered lately. However, begin-
ning today, your analytical abilities
won't be so reliable. The ups and downs
of your relationships puzzle you in par-
ticular, and no amount of analysis
yields a solution. 

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

How intense the past few days have
been! You could spend months just
reflecting on these recent experiences.
But the mood isn't conducive to intro-
spection right now. A change of temper
today encourages you to share your life
more generously. But with whom will
you share it? That may well be the
question of the day.

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

The day ahead may help you break away
from the surrounding gloom and doom. A
more playful influence is trying to make its
way into your relationships, especially your
emotional commitments. It could refresh
your interest in your love life. If you haven't
been spending enough quality time with
your partner, you'd better make up for it
now. Your mate will be overjoyed.

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

Sometimes you feel like you're navigat-
ing through a thick fog, but the obscu-
rity will finally lift today. The skies
ahead are sunny and clear! You can
expect an invitation to take a little trip
or an offer to belong to a special group.
Don't pass up any opportunities to have
fun, Leo. You can benefit from a diver-
sion right now!

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Was someone close to you rude without
any provocation? Were you the target of
unpleasant criticism? You take these
slights to heart. Beginning today, and
throughout the days to come, you can
expect to withdraw somewhat in order to
lick your wounds. You need more harmo-
ny and gentleness in your love life, and
you're likely to obtain that soon. 

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

Was someone close to you rude without
any provocation? Were you the target of
unpleasant criticism? You take these
slights to heart. Beginning today, and
throughout the days to come, you can
expect to withdraw somewhat in order
to lick your wounds. You need more har-
mony and gentleness in your love life,
and you're likely to obtain that soon. 

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

Enough of thinking about yourself, Scorpio!
The hour has now arrived to draw some
conclusions. You're at the end of the
lengthy volume you were writing on your
inner life. You'll have to integrate what
you've learned with the different emotions
and situations that you're in now.
"Normalization" will be the key word in the
days to come.

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

Seduction through words is your real power,
Sagittarius. You have a great talent for any-
thing involving words. So you're going to be
able to attract even more admirers around
you today! With the current planetary ener-
gy at work, you'll surely get first prize in any
contest of words. If you've been thinking
about writing a love letter or a profile for a
dating website, by all means, do so now!

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

With today's celestial energy, you're going to
feel like you're on vacation, Capricorn. This
planetary configuration often gives people
the feeling of having a fresh mind and calm
disposition. Problems that once seemed so
complicated now appear simple and sur-
mountable. You could also have some fun
writing. Try it. You may be surprised by the
results.

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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Y
ash-starrer 'K.G.F:
Chapter 2', which
broke many

records, is now available
to rent on Prime Video.

With the introduction
of 'Movie Rentals' on
Prime Video, fans of the
'KGF' franchise can get

early access to the block-
buster film before it be-
comes available digital-
ly. Beginning Monday,
movie fans – both Prime
members and non-
Prime members – can
rent the film for Rs 199
on Prime Video and

enjoy this pan-India
blockbuster from the
comfort of their own
homes.

The film will be avail-
able to rent in HD quali-
ty in five languages -
Kannada, Hindi, Tamil,
Telugu, and Malayalam.

Apart from 'K.G.F:
Chapter 2', viewers can
rent the most recent
Indian and internation-
al films, as well as a di-
verse selection of popu-
lar films (award winners
and franchises) from
around the world.

‘K.G.F: Chapter 2’ now available
for ‘Early Access’ rentals on OTT

AbhiRa’s wedding is the talk
of the town. The wedding

sequence will achieve a new
milestone in the television
industry and is expected to
outshine Kartik and Naira's
wedding. It will grab more
attention for a moment which
shows the bride applying 'sin-
door' on the groom's forehead.
With years passing by, the
makers added more spice to
the story. Finally, after months
of drama, ups, and downs in
the show, the duo can be seen
looking into each other’s eyes
while both of them share a few
thoughtful moments of their
love story in front of everyone.
As much as everyone is blown
away by this everlasting dis-

play of love, the makers of Yeh
Rishta Kya Kehlata hai can’t
help but make fans gush at
AbhiRa’s move at the end while
breaking the stereotype.

Sindoor has always been
marked as a feminine take on
marriage. But as the modern
era brushes its flexibility over
all of us, the viewers can feel a

fresh breeze of change in the
traditional set of wedding cere-
mony rituals in Yeh Rishta Kya
Kehlata Hai. Well, once rightly
said, KyunKi Saas Bhi Kabhi
Bahu Thi's title track fits per-
fect for the show, 'Ik pedhi aati
hai, ik pedhi jaati hai, banti
kahani nayi..' we have seen the
storyline turn into reality, be it
Naitik and Akshara's story,
Kartik and Naira's love story or
for the latest jodi Akshara and
Abhimanyu. For the first time
on Indian Television, the mak-
ers of Yeh Rishta Kya Kehlata
Hai will break the norms in
AbhiRa’s wedding to be an
inspiration for the many who
wish to see a positive change
and impact on these rituals!

AbhiRa breaks the norms of ‘Sindoor Pratha’

&TV characters fall
victim of conspiracy
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Navi Mumbai, May 17 (PTI):

Kolkata Knight Riders
need a big win in their final
round-robin match to keep
their slim IPL play-off
hopes alive, while Lucknow
Super Giants will look to
seal their position in the top
four when the two teams
face off here on Wednesday.

With seven losses and six
wins, KKR are placed at the
sixth spot with 12 points
and they will not only have
to win but do it with a big
margin and then hope that
other results go their way to
salvage any hope of sneak-
ing into the knockout stage.

LSG already have one
foot at the play-offs as they
are placed at the third spot
with 16 points but with a
number of teams jostling it
out for remaining three
berths, they will look to add
two more points to avoid
any last-minute hiccup.

Two-time former champi-
ons, KKR, which had
reached the final last year,
have managed to keep their
theoretical chances alive
after coming good in the
last two matches against
Mumbai Indians and

Sunrisers Hyderabad.
Shreyas Iyer's men rode on
Andre Russell's all-round
brilliance and near perfect
execution from the bowlers
to notch up a comprehen-
sive 54-run win over SRH in
their last match. While
Russell and Sam Billings
lifted KKR to 177/6 to set up
the win, the top-order once
again couldn't produce the
goods after being reduced to

72 for 3. Nitish Rana has
blown hot and cold, while
skipper Iyer's bat has been
silent in the last three
games. Back in the team
after recovering from a calf
muscle injury, Umesh
Yadav and Tim Southee
kept things tight, while
Russell snapped three cru-
cial wickets. Spin duo of
Sunil Narine and Varun
Chakravarthy too were in

their elements and KKR
will hope for another clini-
cal show from their bowling
unit. LSG, on the other
hand, are coming into the
match after suffering two
successive defeats and will
have to put up an improved
show to end things on a
high. The main concern for
LSG is their poor batting
show in the last two match-
es with the batters strug-

gling in the powerplay
against quality bowling.

LSG's batting is a lot de-
pendent on skipper KL
Rahul, who has done bulk
of the scoring with two
hundreds but he has been
off-colour in the last three
games. Other opener
Quinton de Kock, who has
scored three half centuries,
too has been dismissed for
11 and 7 in the last two
games, which added to the
team's woes.

However, Deepak Hooda
has been rock solid and it
was his fifty that kept LSG
in the hunt in the last game.

LSG will also look to use
Marcus Stoinis better as he
is one of the most prolific
all-rounders in world crick-
et. Bowling has proved to be
the weak link for LSG
though the likes of Avesh
Khan and Jason Holder
have delivered with 17 and
14 wickets so far but Mohsin
Khan was taken to the clean-
ers in the last game. Spinner
Ravi Bishnoi picked up two
wickets against Rajasthan
Royals and LSG would ex-
pect him to keep things tight
in the middle overs on
Wednesday.

KKR eye big win against
LSG to keep slim hope alive New Delhi, May 17 (PTI):

In an unprecedented inci-
dent, Services' wrestler
Satender Malik launched a
physical assault on referee
Jagbir Singh after losing
the 125kg final during the
Commonwealth Games tri-
als, prompting the national
federation to impose a life
ban on him, here on
Tuesday. The Air Force
wrestler was leading 3-0
with just a 18 seconds left in
the deciding bout when
Mohit effected a 'take-down'
move and also pushed
Satender out of the mat for
another point. However, ref-
eree Virender Malik did not
award two points to Mohit
for the 'takedown' move and
gave only one point for the
pushout. The decision
upset Mohit, who requested
for a challenge.

Satyadev Malik, the jury
for the bout, excused him-
self from the decision for
the sake of impartiality,
since he belonged to the
Mokhra village from where
Satender also comes.

Senior referee Jagbir
Singh was requested to
look into the challenge and
with the help of TV re-
plays, he ruled that Mohit
should be given three
points.

The score became 3-3 and

remained like that till the
end, and eventually Mohit
was declared winner on cri-
teria since he had scored
the last point of the bout.

Satender lost his cool,
walked across to Mat A
where Ravi Dahiya and
Aman were locked in the
57kg final, went straight to
Jagbir, and began to assault
him. He first abused Jagbir
and then slapped him, who
lost his balance and fell on
the ground.

The 57kg bout was

stopped as the incident cre-
ated a furore inside the KD
Jadhav hall at the IG stadi-
um. Hundreds of fans, offi-
cials and participants were
shocked to witness a scene
like that. Wrestling
Federation of India (WFI)
officials managed to send
Satender out of the hall and
restarted the bout.
Everything was happening
right before the eyes of WFI
President Brij Bhushan
Sharan Singh, who was sit-
ting on the dias.

Wrestler Satender Malik assaults referee
Jagbir Singh during CWG trials, gets life ban

Mumbai, May 17 (PTI):

Delhi Capitals' swash-
buckling opener David
Warner says he gets "a
buzz" out of his fielding.

Warner may have got
out for a golden duck in
the team's previous IPL
match against Punjab
Kings, but he made vital
contributions in the field.

When asked about his
outstanding fielding,
Warner said, "There are
two facets of the game for
me - batting and fielding. I
look to stop ones in the
ring and take some catch-
es near the boundary.
Fortunately, I got one and
it was a great result for us.
I get a buzz out of fielding
and I try to save runs for
the bowlers."

Delhi Capitals broke
into the top four in the
standings after registering
a 17-run victory over
Punjab Kings on Monday.

Speaking about their
performance, the
Australian said, "The team
has a never say die atti-
tude. We are fighters and
we play to the best of our
abilities, whether it's with
the ball or bat. There's a

hunger and desire to help
each other out as we care
for each other."

Sarfaraz Khan, who
played a blistering knock
of 32 runs from 16 balls,
said he enjoyed the role of
an opener.

"I had never opened be-
fore the game against
Punjab Kings so I was
looking to enjoy the posi-
tion. Before I got this op-
portunity, I had a feeling
that I could bat well as an
opener and things went ac-
cording to plan against
Punjab," Sarfaraz said.

The batter also motivat-
ed the team after their bat-

ting innings.
"I wouldn't have been

happy if my innings
wouldn't have helped the
team win. The environ-
ment within the team is
good and we have to play
well in one more game to
qualify for the playoffs.

"I was telling everyone
in the team after our bat-
ting that it's only a matter
of one wicket. If we get
one wicket then we'll be in
the game and we kept pick-
ing up wickets throughout
Punjab's innings."

Sarfaraz also spoke
about his father's impact
on his cricket career.

"The credit goes to my
father for whatever I am
today. He has driven from
Mumbai to Uttar Pradesh
to take me for games along
the way. We made stops in
various places such as
Madhya Pradesh,
Ghaziabad, Mathura and
Delhi so that I could play
matches and my father
has driven around 2500 km
for me."

The Delhi Capitals will
take on Mumbai Indians
in their last league match
at the Wankhede Stadium
in Mumbai on Saturday.

I get a buzz out of fielding: Warner

Cairo, May 17 (PTI):

India's ace woman squash
player Joshna Chinappa on
Tuesday withdrew from the
pre-quarterfinals of the PSA
World Championships due to
illness. Chinappa, seeded
12th, was scheduled to face
local favourite and eight seed
Rowan Elaraby, who got a
walkover into the quarterfi-
nals. World No. 14 Chinappa
had earlier defeated Katie
Malliff of England 3-0 (11-6
11-8 11-9) in the first round be-
fore getting the better of

Wales' Emily Whitlock, seed-
ed 18th, 3-0(11-8 12-10 11-5) in
the next round. Chinappa
was the lone India in the
women's section. India's
hopes now rely on 16th seed
Sourav Ghosal as he is set to
take on fourth seed Moutafa
Asal of Egypt in the men's
pre-quarterfinals on
Wednesday. Ghosal defeated
Zahed Salem of Egypt 3-1 (11-
4 11-9 6-11 11-7) in the opening
round and then eased past
Todd Harrity of USA 3-0 (11-8
11-8 11-7) in his next match.

The other two Indians in
the men's event, Mahesh
Mangaonkar and Ramit
Tandon exited in the second
round.

Mumbai, May 17 (PTI):

Former India captain
Sunil Gavaskar has second-
ed Mumbai Indians' skip-
per Rohit Sharma's opinion
that young Tilak Varma
could be an all-format bat-
ter for India.

Verma, who has been one
of the finds of IPL and with
368 runs from 12 games, is
the lone bright spot in an
otherwise dismal season for
the Mumbai Indians.

"Tilak Varma's tempera-
ment has been fantastic. In
his knock against Chennai
Super Kings, he walked into
the middle when the team
was under pressure. But the
way he dealt in ones and
twos (early on) was impres-
sive," Gavaskar said on Star
Sports. "He played a wide
range of shots and kept ro-
tating the strike. This
shows that he has a good
cricketing head on his
shoulders, and I think that's
important. "Once you have
that good cricketing brain,
you will be able to lift your-
self when things are not
going your way. You can
analyse yourself and get
back to scoring runs," the
legendary opener said.
Gavaskar further praised
the youngster for having

the basics right and agreed
with Rohit's observation
that the rising Hyderabad
cricketer could be an all-for-
mat India batter in the fu-
ture. "Rohit Sharma rightly
mentioned that he could be
an all-format player for
India. So now it's up to him
to work that little bit extra,
get his fitness going, get a
little tighter as far as the
technique is concerned and
prove Rohit right,"
Gavaskar said.

What has impressed
Gavaskar most is his tem-
perament.

"He's got the basics right.
Technically, he's right. He
gets right behind the line of
the ball. He's got a straight
bat, and while defending on
the front foot his bat is close
to the pad. So, all his basics
are right.

New Delhi, May 17 (PTI):

Indian team's historic
Thomas Cup victory will
make it a "badminton su-
perpower" as it has well and
truly arrived on world stage
with an achievement,
which is way bigger than
any individual accomplish-
ment, feels legendary
Prakash Padukone.

India on Sunday de-
throned defending champi-
ons and 14-time winners
Indonesia with a command-
ing 3-0 win in the summit
clash of the Thomas Cup
Final to script a historic
win.

"I didn't expect this to
happen so early, not at least
in the next 8-10 years. I
think we have truly arrived
and India will be consid-
ered a superpower and a
threat from now on. It will
give a big fillip to the sport,"
Padukone, India's first All
England Champion in 1980,
told PTI during an exclu-
sive interaction. Padukone
has no doubt that this
Indian badminton's water-
shed moment and there is a
need to capitalise and build
on this stupendous success.

"It was a complete team
effort and a convincing win

and a momentous occasion.
I think it is equally great or
perhaps greater than the
Individual success. We
needed this and I think our
moment has truly arrived.
Now there is no looking
back and its time to capi-
talise on it."

Padukone, who had led
India to the semi-finals in
1979 edition of Thomas
Cup, feels this win will have
a great impact on the sport
in the country and as a na-
tion, it is paramount that
we don't let the momentum
slip. "It will make it more
popular, trigger more
growth in the sport, more
youngsters will be taking it
up, more corporate and gov-
ernment support will come
and overall the standard
should improve and the
trend should show an up-
ward graph," he said.

Chinappa withdraws from
Round of 16 due to illness

̈ PSA World
Championships 

Tilak Varma could be an
all-format India batter:

Sunil Gavaskar

India will now be 
considered a badminton
superpower: Padukone

Mumbai, May 17 (PTI):

Legendary cricketers
Chris Gayle and AB de
Villiers have become the
first two players to be in-
ducted into the Royal
Challengers Bangalore's
Hall of Fame.

Former RCB skipper
Virat Kohli made the an-
nouncement about the in-
ductions of his two dear
mates.

"AB has truly changed
the game of cricket with
his innovation, brilliance,
and sportsmanship which
truly defines the RCB Play
Bold philosophy," Kohli
said in a statement posted
on the franchise's website.

"It's truly special for me
to be doing this for both of
you. We saw videos of how
you have changed the way
the IPL has been played
over the years. Two people
who have had a huge im-
pact in IPL being where it
is today; and RCB being
where it is today," he
added. While South
African great de Villiers
had been an integral part
of RCB from 2011 to 2021,
dashing left-handed batter

Gayle from West Indies
was with the franchise for
six years. De Villiers, who
had joined the induction
virtually, gave an emotion-
al message to everyone in
the team camp.

"To the RCB boys sitting
there, what an amazing
privilege. Quite emotional
to be honest," he said.
"Virat, thanks for the kind
words. Mike (Hesson),

Nikhil, everyone from the
franchise who set this up,
it's a really special touch.
We had some amazing
times together as a team,
and the sun has moved on
for Chris and I now, but
we're still very much part
of the family and will al-
ways be. "So yes, thank you
very much for the very
special touch. Faf and the
guys sitting there, Virat

and the guys that know me
really well for many years
know how special stuff
like this is to me. You guys
know how much of an
amazing journey I had
during the IPL, especially
with my RCB family, and
how it changed my life. So,
huge privilege to be part of
this. I don't have enough
words to thank you for this
touch."

AB de Villiers, Gayle inducted
into the RCB Hall of Fame

Johannesburg, May 17 (PTI):

South Africa on Tuesday
handed rookie right-hand-
ed batter Tristan Stubbs a
maiden call-up, while
Wayne Parnell made a
comeback after five years
for the upcoming five-
match T20 tour of India
starting June 9.

The 16-member contin-
gent will be led by Temba
Bavuma as South Africa
make a return to interna-
tional T20 cricket for the
first time since the ICC T20
World Cup in late 2021.

The 21-year-old Stubbs,
who impressed in the past
season while playing for
the Gbets Warriors in the
Cricket South Africa
(CSA) T20 Challenge,
scored 293 runs in seven in-
nings, at an average of
48.83 and a strike rate of
183.12, including 23 sixes.

He was also part of the
South Africa 'A' team to
Zimbabwe before he was
summoned by the Mumbai
Indians for the ongoing
Indian Premier League.
Among other notable selec-
tions is the return of

Anrich Nortje, who has
been recovering from a hip
injury since December last
year and batters, Reeza
Hendricks and Heinrich
Klaasen.

Nortje has been medical-
ly cleared for return and is
currently playing for the
Delhi Capitals in the IPL.

Parnell also makes a
comeback to the T20 set up
for the first time since
South Africa's tour of
England in 2017.

Besides, Keshav
Maharaj and number one
men's T20I bowler Tabraiz
Shamsi, the rest of the
South African team con-

sists of IPL players, name-
ly, Quinton de Kock, Aiden
Markram, David Miller,
Lungi Ngidi, Dwaine
Pretorius, Kagiso Rabada,
Rassie van der Dussen and
Marco Jansen.

"This is the Proteas like
we have not seen them in a
long time. The injection of
the IPL players means that
we will have a team that's
ready to fire on all cylin-
ders immediately and has
vast experience of the con-
ditions that we will be
playing in," Cricket South
Africa Convenor of
Selectors, Victor Mpitsang
said in a statement.

SA’s T20I Tour of India: Tristian Stubbs gets
maiden call-up, Parnell returns after 5 years

Tristian Stubbs
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Students of Aliah University stage a protest demanding online examination, at the university campus in Kolkata, Tuesday.

STUDENTS DEMAND ONLINE EXAM

Chief of Army Staff (CoAS) General Manoj Pande takes over as the Colonel of the Regiment of the 61st Cavalry,

in New Delhi. 
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New Delhi, May 17 (PTI): 

The Delhi High Court
Tuesday expressed dis-
pleasure over the filing of
an affidavit by the Centre
opposing a plea by LGBTQ
couples seeking live
streaming of proceedings
on a batch of petitions to
recognise same-sex mar-
riage under various laws,
as it contained certain al-
leged objectionable words.

As the petitioners
claimed that the Central
government has used
highly objectionable and
demeaning comments in
the affidavit, the high
court said the affidavit
should not come from the
ministry and the counsel
should not file it without
reading.

The court was informed
that though the govern-
ment’s affidavit has been
filed, it was not on record.

Have you read the affi-
davit? We advise you not to

place it on record and have
a relook. Don’t place it on
record. This is not correct.
Your affidavit should not
come from the ministry
and you should not file it
without reading. That
should not happen, a
bench of Acting Chief
Justice Vipin Sanghi and
Justice Navin Chawla told
the counsel representing
the Centre.

The bench further said,
as a counsel it is your re-
sponsibility to read it and
say if there is something
objectionable, you are not
obliged to file it. You
should be able to advise
your client accordingly.
Don’t do a mindless exer-
cise on this.

To this, the Centre’s
counsel said I take the
blame and added he will
examine the response and
will file a better one.

The court said the reply
vetted by the counsel be
placed on record before

the next date of hearing
on August 24. At the out-
set, senior advocate Neeraj
Kishan Kaul, representing
the applicants who have
filed the application, sub-
mitted that the Centre in
its affidavit has said that
the live streaming applica-
tion is malafide and filed
to gain sympathy, and such
statements coming from a
responsible government
show they are demeaning
the rights of same-sex cou-
ples. I am really troubled
that the government of
India has used such kind
words like sympathy, hal-
lucination, you are sensa-
tionalising. You may agree
or disagree on live stream-
ing that is another issue
but please don’t trivialise
and demean a struggle of
a lot of people who have
struggled for years till the
constitution bench of the
apex court recognised
their rights and bestowed
them rights which are

guaranteed under the
Consitution, he argued
and added that there
should be consequences
for making such state-
ments. Advocate Maneka
Guruswamy, appearing for
some of the petitioners,
said the Centre’s counsel
should start by making an
apology. The court was
hearing a batch of peti-
tions filed by several same-
sex couples seeking a dec-
laration recognising their
marriages under the
Special Marriage Act, the
Hindu Marriage Act, and
the Foreign Marriage Act.

A total of eight petitions
have been filed in the high
court on the issue.

The application for live
streaming of proceedings
was filed in the pending
petition of Abhijit Iyer
Mitra by Akhilesh Godi,
Prasad Raj Dandekar, and
Shripad Ranade, residents
of Karnataka and
Mumbai.

HC takes exception to Centre’s affidavit
filed with objectionable comments’

SAME-SEX MARRIAGE

Bengaluru, May 17 (PTI): 

A promising young TV
actor died after undergo-
ing plastic surgery at a
city facility here, police
said on Tuesday, with the
victim’s family alleging
medical negligence over
the ‘fat-free’ procedure
she underwent at the cos-
metic centre.

Chethana Raj (21), who
is said to have had a
promising career, had
made a mark in daily
soap operas such as
‘Doresani’ and ‘Geetha.’
She was admitted to Dr
Shetty’s Cosmetic Centre
on Monday for a plastic
surgery. While undergo-
ing the ‘fat-free surgery’
in the hospital, things
went wrong during oper-

ation after anesthesia, po-
lice said. As she suffered
a cardiac arrest, anes-
thetist Dr Melvin rushed
her to the Kaade
Hospital.

According to a com-
plaint lodged by Dr
Sandeep V, the ICU inten-
sivist at the Kaade
Hospital, Dr Melvin
rushed her to the hospital
and ‘threatened’ every-
one to treat her the way
he was directing.

He also stated there
was no pulse on the vic-
tim and tried CPR
( C a r d i o p u l m o n a r y
Resuscitation) for 45 min-
utes to revive her but
there was no response.
He suspected she was
brought dead. “We
strongly object to this

kind of behaviour by
these doctors and if nec-
essary we may decide to
file a report against
them. This report is sent
to you to bring to your no-
tice that this incident
does not appear normal,”
Dr Sandeep said in his
complaint.

There was no immedi-
ate response from Dr
Shetty’s Cosmetic Centre
despite repeated calls and
messages.

Chethana’s father K
Varadaraj said the hospi-
tal authorities told him
his daughter died of a
cardiac arrest. He has
lodged a complaint at the
Basaveshwara Nagar po-
lice station alleging med-
ical negligence against
them, he added.

Budding Kannada actor dies as 
cosmetic surgery allegedly goes awry Itanagar, May 17 (PTI): 

Landslides triggered
by heavy rains wreaked
havoc in Arunachal
Pradesh, snapping con-
nectivity in many areas,
officials said on
Tuesday.

Road connectivity be-
tween Itanagar and Ziro
in Lower Subansiri dis-
trict via Potin was dis-
rupted after a massive
landslide blocked the
road, they said.

Hundreds of vehicles
were stranded as road
clearing operations
were underway, they
added.

The road from
Itanagar to Gohpur in
Assam was also blocked
due to mud slips.
Landslides were also re-
ported from Karsingsa
block point along the

Itanagar-Banderdewa
NH-415, Itanagar Gompa
and RWD Colony here,
officials said.

The whereabouts of
the woman, who along
with two others were
buried alive in a land-
slide at Punjabi Dhaba
on Sunday night, is yet
to be known even after
more than 40 hours of
search operations, po-
lice said.

Inclement weather is
hampering the rescue
operation with more
landslides reported at
the spot, they said.

Two PWD labourers
were also buried in a
landslide at Ganga-Jully
Basti Road on Monday
afternoon while trying
to extricate a motorcy-
cle stuck in the mud.

Taking stock of the
situation, Chief

Minister Pema Khandu
appealed to all to take
precautionary meas-
ures, especially those
living along river banks
and streams, and in
landslide-prone areas.

“As I pray for eternal
peace of the departed
souls, I reiterate that
such disasters can be
avoided if we respect
nature and use common
sense in building hous-
es, earth-cutting and
blocking natural flow of
streams and rivulets,”
Khandu said.

The administration
has designated the gov-
ernment higher second-
ary school in Itanagar,
the government middle
school at Naharlagun
and Nikum Niya Hall at
Banderdewa as tempo-
rary relief camps, offi-
cials said.

Landslides wreak havoc in Arunachal

Amaravati, May 17 (PTI): 

The ruling YSR
Congress on Tuesday an-
nounced four candidates,
including two from
neighbouring Telangana,
for as many Rajya Sabha
seats from Andhra
Pradesh, biennial elec-
tion for which is slated
for June 10. YSRC presi-
dent and Chief Minister
Y S Jagan Mohan
Reddy’s lawyer S
Niranjan Reddy and BC
Welfare Association pres-
ident R Krishnaiah, both
hailing from Telangana,
have been chosen for
Rajya Sabha seats ignor-
ing the local party lead-
ers from the state. While
incumbent MP V

Vijayasai Reddy, who is
due to retire upon com-
pletion of his first term
next month, has been re-
nominated, former TDP
MLA Beeda Masthan
Rao has also been chosen
for the fourth seat.
Nomination process for
the four Rajya Sabha
seats from AP will begin
on May 24 with the issue
of notification and the
last date for filing papers
is May 31. Election, if re-
quired, will be held on
June 10. Given its
strength of 151 MLAs,
the YSRC is in a comfort-
able position to bag all
four seats. Its strength in
the Council of States will
swell to 9 (out of 11) after
the biennial election.

YSR Congress announces
candidates for RS polls 

Ahmedabad, May 17 (PTI): 

Four spherical metal
balls fell from the sky in
some villages of Gujarat
over the past few days,
which as per some ex-
perts are most likely the
debris of a Chinese
rocket or fuel storage
tanks of space launch
vehicles.

The hollow metal
spheres, each of about
1.5 feet diameter, fell be-
tween May 12 and 13 in
Dagjipura, Khambholaj
and Rampura villages of
Anand district and
Bhumel village of
neighbouring Kheda
district, Anand’s Deputy
Superintendent of
Police B D Jadeja told
PTI.

No one was injured by
these objects, which are
currently in possession
of the Anand police, he
said.

“Our primary analy-
sis suggested that these
metal balls might belong
to a satellite. For further
analysis, we have decid-
ed to consult the Indian
Space Research
Organisation (ISRO) as
well as the Physical
Research Laboratory in
Ahmedabad,” Jadeja
said.

US-based astronomer
Jonathan McDowell in a
tweet on May 12 said
these metal spheres are
likely debris of the
Chinese rocket Chang
Zheng 3B, commonly
known as CZ 3B.

The debris might have
fallen over Gujarat dur-
ing the “reentry” of the
rocket, he said.

On May 12, McDowell
tweeted, “The third
stage from the Chang
Zheng 3B serial Y86
rocket, which launched
the ZX-9B communica-
tions satellite in Sep
2021, reentered today
sometime around 0900-
1200 UTC.”

“CZ-3B Y86’s final or-
bital parameters are a
bit uncertain due to its
highly elliptical orbit
with very low (100 km or
so) perigee rapidly
changing due to drag.
But appears a fair match
for the reentry over
Gujarat at 1115 UTC
May 12 from which de-

bris has been found on
the ground,” he added.

Retired ISRO scientist
B S Bhatia said these
metal balls might be the
fuel tanks used in rock-
ets and satellites to
store hydrazine, a type
of liquid fuel.

Usually, empty storage
tanks on a rocket are
programmed to detach
automatically and fall
on the ground after the
fuel is completely con-
sumed.

“These large spheres
might be the storage
tanks for hydrazine.
This is a very common
fuel, primarily used to
keep satellites in their
orbit. This liquid fuel is
also used in rockets,”
Bhatia said.

‘Metal balls fell from sky in 
Guj might be Chinese rocket debris’

Bengaluru, May 17 (PTI): 

The Karnataka State
Election Commission on
Tuesday told the High
Court of Karnataka that
the State government had
taken away its powers
making it unable to hold
elections to Zilla
Panchayat and Taluk
Panchayats as mandated
by the Supreme Court.

A vacation division
bench of the High Court
comprising Justice SG
Pandit and Justice MG
Uma heard the Election
Commission’s petition
today.

Following last week’s
Supreme Court direction
to hold the ZP-TP elections

immediately, the
Commission filed a memo
before the High Court to
hear the pending petition
citing emergency.

The High Court asked
the Commission’s counsel
why a memo was filed be-
fore it instead of following
the Supreme Court’s di-
rection.

The counsel submitted
to the Court that the State
Government had with-
drawn the Election
Commission’s power on
delimitation of con-
stituencies and drawing
up the reservation list.
Without these the State
EC was unable to an-
nounce the election sched-
ule.

EC TO HC

‘K’taka govt has taken
away our powers’

Kolkata, May 17 (PTI): 

In West Bengal, 78.9 per
cent of the households
have bicycles, the highest
in the country, as per the
National Family Health
Survey (NFHS-5).

While the national aver-
age is 50.4 percent, Uttar
Pradesh holds the second
rank with 75.6 per cent of
the households owning a
bicycle, it said.

In Odisha, 72.5 per cent
of the households own a
bicycle, while in
Chattisgarh, the figure is
70.8 per cent. It is followed
by Assam (70.3 per cent),
Punjab (67.8 per cent),
Jharkhand (66.3 per cent)
and Bihar (64.8 per cent),
said the 2019-21 report.

Nagaland has the lowest
number of households
owning a bicycle at 5.5 per
cent, while in Sikkim it is
5.9 per cent. Among other
states, 29.9 per cent of
Gujarat households own a
bicycle, and in Delhi, it is
27.2 per cent, the report
stated.

A senior West Bengal
government official said
the top spot could be
bagged because of the
state government’s
‘Sabooj Sathi’ scheme.

“As a part of the
scheme, bicycles are given
to students of classes 9 to
12. This is the primary
reason why we have seen a
surge in the number of bi-
cycle users in West
Bengal.

NFHS DATA

‘78.9% households in WB have
bicycles, highest in country’

Kolkata, May 17 (PTI):

Calcutta High Court on
Tuesday directed CBI to in-
terrogate West Bengal
Minister of State for
Education, Paresh
Chandra Adhikari over the
alleged appointment of his
daughter as a teacher in a
state government aided
school. The order was
passed on a petition by a
candidate who alleged that
she was deprived of the job
despite having secured
higher marks than the
minister’s daughter in the
recruitment examination.
Justice Abhijit
Gangopadhyay directed
that the minister appear
before the CBI authorities
by Tuesday evening for in-

terrogation over the allega-
tions. Petitioner’s lawyer
Firdous Shamim claimed
that the candidate had se-
cured 77 marks in the re-
cruitment examination,
while the minister’s daugh-
ter got only 61.

Justice Gangopadhyay
had on four earlier occa-
sions ordered CBI in-
quiries in connection with
alleged irregularities in ap-
pointments of teaching
and non-teaching staff in
state government and gov-
ernment aided schools and
had also directed former
education minister Partha
Chatterjee, who now holds
the Industries and
Parliamentary Affairs
portfolio, to appear before
the agency for questioning.

Cal HC directs CBI to 
interrogate WB minister

For appointment of daughter

Lion sculpture found
during excavation 

BBhhuubbaanneesswwaarr::  A sculpture of a
lion was found during excava-
tion for the controversial her-
itage corridor project in Puri,
prompting the Archeological
Survey of India (ASI) to rush a
team to the spot on Tuesday,
officials said. The sculpture was
found on the premises of the
Emar Mutt near the 12th-centu-
ry Jagannath Temple, they said.
A part of the sculpture was dam-
aged during the digging work,
they added. “The ASI team of
experts will verify the stone
sculpture. They will see whether
the statue was found within the
corridor project boundary,” a
senior official said. The ASI had
earlier told the high court that
no heritage impact assessment
studies were conducted before
the commencement of the proj-
ect. “At several locations strati-
fied deposits of about 15 to 20 ft
have taken place, which has
caused irreparable damage to
the heritage site,” it had said.

Disgruntled 
WB MP meets BJP

top brass

Kolkata, May 17 (PTI):
After a meeting with BJP
president JP Nadda in
New Delhi, disgruntled
MP Arjun Singh on
Tuesday said that he has
briefed him about the state
of affairs in the party’s
West Bengal unit and now
the ball is now in the court
of the central leaders.

Singh was summoned
by the BJP top brass after
he voiced his reservations
against the way of func-
tioning of the party’s state
unit.


