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Watery grave
RRaaiiggaarrhh::  wo minor broth-
ers drowned while taking
bath in a pond in
Chhattisgarh’s Raigarh
district on Monday, a
police official said. The
incident took place around
9 am. The deceased, iden-
tified as Shyam Sharma
(12) and his brother Sagar
Sharma (10), natives of
Mahka village in Kharsia
area, entered the village
pond for a bath. They
slipped into the deep
waters and failed to come
out, the official said.

Shot dead
New Delhi:  19-year-old
man was shot dead
allegedly by some
unidentified persons in
north Delhi’s Bawana
area, police said on
Monday. The deceased
has been identified as
Parul, they said. He
received multiple gun-
shots wounds. The
investigation is under-
way. We are checking
footage from CCTV
cameras in the area to
ascertain the identity of
the accused, a senior
police officer said.

Counting 
Ranchi: Counting of votes
for the first phase of the
panchayat elections in
Jharkhand will start on
Tuesday amid tight secu-
rity, an official said. The
first of the four-phase
panchayat polls took
place on May 14. Over 68
per cent of the 52 lakh
voters exercised their
franchise. A total of 1,127
panchayats covering 72
blocks in 21 districts of
the state went to the
polls in the first phase.
Panchayat elections in
the state are not 
held on party lines.

Fire 
New Delhi: A fire broke
out on Monday in a tem-
porary shelter for work-
ers near Parliament
House in central Delhi,
officials said. The fire
department said that the
information regarding
the blaze in the high-
security area was
received at 4.16 PM, fol-
lowing which five fire
tenders were rushed to
the spot. There was no
immediate report of any
casualty.

Quakes 
GGuuwwaahhaattii:: Two earth-
quakes of 3.9 magnitude
each hit Meghalaya and
Assam in less than 24
hours, official reports
said on Monday. The first
quake, recorded at 9.47
pm on Sunday, had its
epicentre in Nongpoh
area of Meghalaya at a
depth of 12 km, the sec-
ond in Nagaon of Assam
at a depth of 55 km.
According to the reports,
tremors were felt in parts
of central and northern
Assam after the second
quake jolted the state at
3.22 pm on Monday.
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BRIEF

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi during

the foundation 
ceremony of India

International Centre for
Buddhist Culture and
Heritage at Lumbini
Monastic Zone, in
Lumbini, Nepal.

Varanasi, May 16 (PTI): 

A local court here di-
rected the district admin-
istration to seal a spot in
the Gyanvapi Masjid com-
plex after counsels repre-
senting the Hindu peti-
tioners said a Shivling was
found Monday during a
court-mandated videogra-
phy survey. A mosque
management committee
spokesperson disputed the
claim, telling a television
channel that the object
was part of a fountain . He

said lawyers representing
the mosque committee
were not fully heard before
the sealing order was an-
nounced. The Hindu side
claimed that the Shivling
was found close to the wa-
zookhana — a small reser-
voir used by Muslim devo-
tees to perform ritual ablu-
tions before offering the
namaz.

The claimed finding on
the last day of the survey
reignited the mandir-
masjid debate over the
Gyanvapi mosque-

Shringar Gauri complex
located close to the iconic
Kashi Vishwanath temple.

Uttar Pradesh Deputy
Chief Minister Keshav
Prasad Maurya expressed
satisfaction over the devel-
opment while AIMIM
leader Asaduddin Owaisi
said Muslims are not pre-
pared to lose another
mosque after the Babri
Masjid.

Civil Judge (Senior
Division) Ravi Kumar
Diwakar issued directions
on sealing an area of the

mosque on an appeal by
the lawyers representing
the Hindu petitioners.

Along with the counsels
representing the mosque
management committee,
they had accompanied the
team conducting the sur-
vey, headed by a court-ap-
pointed advocate commis-
sioner.

The judge directed the
district magistrate, police
commissioner and CRPF
commandant in Varanasi
to ensure the security of
the sealed area.

Lumbini, May 16 (PTI):
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Monday said he
had an “excellent” meeting
with Nepalese counterpart
Sher Bahadur Deuba in
Lumbini - the birthplace of
Gautam Buddha - and dis-
cussed the full range of bi-
lateral relations as the two
sides inked key MoUs to di-
versify and deepen cooper-
ation. Modi, who visited the
Himalayan nation at the in-
vitation of Deuba on a day-
long visit to Lumbini on the
occasion of Buddha
Purnima, also discussed
specific initiatives and
ideas to further strengthen
cooperation in various sec-
tors, including culture,

economy, trade, connectivi-
ty, energy and development
partnership. “Today’s meet-
ing with PM @SherBDeuba
was excellent. We discussed
the full range of relations
between India and Nepal.
Key MoUs were signed
which will diversify and
deepen cooperation,” Modi
tweeted. The two sides

signed six Memorandum of
Understandings (MoUs) on
cooperation in cultural and
educational sectors. “PM
@narendramodi holds bi-
lateral talks with PM
@SherBDeuba in Lumbini.
Opportunity to strengthen
ongoing cooperation and
develop new areas in our
multifaceted partnership,”
Ministry of External
Affairs (MEA)
Spokesperson Arindam
Bagchi tweeted at the start
of the meeting. During the
meeting, both Prime
Ministers followed up on
their discussions held on
April 2 in New Delhi. “They
discussed specific initia-
tives and ideas to further
strengthen cooperation in
various sectors, including
culture, economy, trade,
connectivity, energy and
development partnership,”
the MEA said in a press re-
lease.

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  MMaayy  1166  ((PPTTII))::  

The CBI has sent a judicial
request to Hong Kong seeking
assistance in its probe into a
racket that allegedly imported
diamonds with inflated invoic-
es worth Rs 156 crore to cam-
ouflage its money laundering
activities, officials said.

The central agency has dis-
patched the letters rogatory
(LR), a judicial request, to the
Secretary for Justice, Hong
Kong Special Administrative
Region of the People’s
Republic of China, seeking
details about transactions and
accounts flagged during the
probe.

The CBI had first
approached the Home Ministry
with its application for the go-
ahead for sending the LR. After
getting the nod under Section
166 A of the Code of Criminal
Procedure, the application was

submitted to a special court in
Mumbai which had ordered the
issuance of the LR. The letters
rogatory are a legal plea from
a court of one country to
another seeking assistance in
the probe of a case.

The agency had in January
2020 booked 17 individuals and
companies, including three
Mumbai-based senior Customs
officials, for allegedly being
part of a money laundering
racket using over-invoiced
import of diamonds worth over
Rs 156 crore.

The diamonds were import-
ed to India from Hong Kong,
hence the CBI sought assis-
tance from its law enforce-
ment agencies to collect
required information, they
said.

The agency refused to give
details of information sought
by it as it may hamper its
probe.

New Delhi, May 16 (PTI):

Pharmaceuticals firm
Biological E. Ltd (BE) on
Monday said it has re-
duced the price of its
COVID-19 vaccine
Corbevax to Rs 250 from
Rs 840 a dose, inclusive of
GST, for private vaccina-
tion centres. It would re-
sult in end users paying a
price of Rs 400 a dose, in-
cluding taxes and admin-
istration charges, the
company said in a state-
ment. Previously, in pri-
vate vaccination centres
the overall cost to end
users of the vaccine was
Rs 990 a dose, including
taxes and administration
charges, it added. In
March this year when the
inoculation of children in
the age group of 12 to 14

years against COVID-19
commenced in the coun-
try, Corbevax vaccine was
used and its price was
fixed at Rs 145 for govern-
ment vaccination pro-
gramme.

“BE has lowered the
price of its vaccine with
the aim of making it
more affordable and help
increase the reach to pro-
tect the maximum num-
ber of children against
the virus,” the company
said. In April this year
India’s drug regulator
had granted Emergency
Use Authorisation (EUA)
for Biological E’s
Corbevax for children in 5
to 12 years group along
with Bharat Biotech’s
Covaxin for children in
the age group of 6 to 12
years.

Guwahati, May 16 (PTI):

The Indian Army’s
Eastern command chief
on Monday said China’s
People’s Liberation Army
(PLA) is engaged in infra-
structure capacity en-
hancement across the in-
ternational border in
Arunachal Pradesh.

General Officer
Commanding-in Chief of
the Eastern command, Lt
Gen R P Kalita, however,
said the Indian side is also
continuously upgrading
its infrastructure and ca-
pabilities to deal with any
situation which may arise
along the border. “Across
the Line of Actual Control
in Tibet region, a lot of in-
frastructure development
is going on. The other side
is constantly upgrading

their road, rail and air
connectivity so that they
are in a better position to
respond to a situation or
mobilise forces,” he said at
a press conference here.

The Chinese authorities
have built border villages
close to the LAC that can
be used for dual purposes,
Kalita said.

“We are continuously
monitoring the situation.
We are also upgrading our
infrastructure and capa-
bilities as well as the
mechanism to handle the
situation. These have put
us in a robust position,” he
added. The Indian Army
Commander acknowl-
edged that difficult terrain
and inclement weather
conditions have been the
biggest challenges while
enhancing capabilities
and infrastructure in for-
ward locations.

He asserted that the
Indian Army is fully ready
with “high level of opera-
tional preparedness”.

Three bears
kill villager 

BBiillaassppuurr,,  MMaayy  1166  ((PPTTII)):: A
40-year-old man was
mauled to death by three
bears in a forest in
Bilaspur district, an offi-
cial said on Monday.

Jawahar Baiga, a native
of Kurdar village, was
surrounded by the bears
near a hill in Kota buffer
zone of Achanakmar Tiger
Reserve (ATR) on Sunday
when he had gone to col-
lect tendu leaves, said
Satyadev Sharma, Deputy
Director of ATR.

“Baiga was accompa-
nied by other villagers
but they managed to
escape. The animals
pounced on him and killed
him on the spot. Police
and forest personnel
rushed to the spot and
have sent the body for
post mortem,” he said.

The victim’s kin was
given immediate aid of Rs
25,000, and remaining
compensation of Rs 5.75
lakh will be disbursed
after completion of all
formalities, the official
said.

New Delhi, May
16 (PTI): Aviation
regulator DGCA
Monday said it has
issued a showcause
notice to IndiGo
after a fact-finding
committee found
the airline staff
prima facie violated

regulations in denying
boarding to a specially-
abled child at the Ranchi
airport on May 7.

The airline had on
May 9 said the boy was
denied boarding as he
was “visibly in panic”.

As the boy was prohib-
ited from boarding the
R a n c h i - H y d e r a b a d
flight, his parents —
who were accompanying
him — also decided not
to enter the plane.

The Directorate
General of Civil
Aviation had constituted
a fact-finding committee
to probe the matter.

“The committee has
submitted its report,”
the DGCA said in a
statement on Monday.

The proceedings of
the committee were

partly held in the open
and partly in-camera as
per the request of the af-
fected family, it said.
“The findings of the
committee prima facie
indicate inappropriate
handling of passengers
by the Indigo staff there-
by resulting in certain
non-conformances with
the applicable regula-
tions, it mentioned.

In view of this, it has
been decided to issue a
showcause notice to the
airline through its au-
thorised representative
to explain as to why suit-
able enforcement action
should not be taken
against them for the
non-conformances, it
said.

“To meet the ends of
justice, the airline has
been provided an oppor-
tunity for personal hear-
ing as well as for making
written submissions in
next ten days from today
i.e. till May 26, 2022.
After hearing their sub-
missions, appropriate
action as per law would
be taken,” it added.

‘Shivling found’: Court order sealing of spot
Gyanvapi mosque panel disputes claim

SC to hear plea today
The Supreme Court is sched-
uled to hear on Tuesday the
plea of the management of
Gyanvapi mosque against
the survey of the Gyanvapi-
Shringar Gauri complex in
Varanasi in Uttar Pradesh.
The apex court will hear the
matter amidst an important
development with a Varanasi
court on Monday directed
the district administration
there to seal the spot of the
survey inside the complex

Corbevax price slashed
to Rs 250 per dose

‘India-Nepal relations unshakable like Himalayas’DIAMONDS OVER-INVOICING CASE

CBI sends LR to Hong Kong 

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi with Nepal Prime
Minister Sher Bahadur

Deuba during an event on
the 2566th Buddha

Jayanti and Lumbini Day
2022, in Lumbini, Nepal.

̈ Modi discusses 

full range of 

bilateral relations

with Nepal PM
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‘China building infrastructure
near Arunachal border’
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Gayatri Mahayajna performed at homes for welfare of all
Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  MMaayy  1166::  Gayatri Mahayajna
was performed at thousands of
households across the district on
Sunday and Monday under the
Grihe Grihe Gayatri yajna cam-
paign. Under the auspices of All
World Gayatri Parivar, Shantikunj
Haridwar, this devotional cam-
paign was conducted for welfare
of all and making the nation
strong.  Gayatri Parivar member
Mohan Umre said that Grihe Grihe
Gayatri Yagya Abhiyan is a global
spiritual experiment. All World
Gayatri Pariwar (AWGP) had in-
structed its parijans (members) to
remain connected with
Sadhanatmak endeavours (in-
tense spiritual practice for univer-
sal well being). Gayatri Yajna was

conducted at millions of house-
holds across the world at the
same time on Sunday and
Monday. Aahutis were offered
with special mantras. This signifi-
cant campaign was launched two
years ago which is known as
"Grihe Grihe Gayatri Yagya, Grihe
Grihe Gayatri Upasanana" for pro-
moting Yagya and Gayatri wor-
ship in every household.  Almost
every member of Gayatri Pariwar
is trained and capable of perform-
ing yajna. For other devotees,
AWGP headquarters had made
yagya rituals available on mobile
phones through social media plat-
forms. People got all the needed
information through videos and
printable documents.  Yajnas nul-
lify the prevailing atmosphere of
negativity, disease, 

war and terrorism. Yajnas cleanse
the environment. The smoke of
yagya provides fragrance and
nourishment to the environment.
Yagya kills pathogens in the envi-
ronment. Yagya is the oldest ther-
apy. If you study works of Charak,
Sushrut and others, you will find
them advocating the perform-
ance of yagya using herbals.

Herbals become transformed into
subtle forms and spread through-
out the atmosphere and produce
beneficial effects of eradicating
pathogens in every nook and cor-
ner of our house. You can spray
insecticides (but they will have
local effect only). However, the
smoke of yagya is the greatest in-
secticide. Yagya is the oldest ther-

apy. Yagya nourishes five tanma-
tra (primordial elements) and
other subtle elements permeating
throughout the universe.  

The committees of Gayatri
Shaktipeeth Sector-6, Shiv
Gayatri Mandir Risali Sector,
Gayatri Sadhana Kendra Risali
Basti, Ramnagar Shaktipeeth,
Bhagwati Sansthan Ramnagar
Muktidham, Gayatri Shaktipeeth
Khursipar, Pragyapeeth Kohka,
Kurud, Housing Board, Pragya
Mandal Camp, Hudco, Pragya
Mandal Sector- 4, Sector-6,
Shriram Pragya Mandal
Ruabandha Sector, Gayatri
Shaktipeeth Durg and members
of DIYA extended valuable contri-
butions in making this pro-
gramme a great success. 

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  MMaayy  1166:: SNG Vidya Bhavan
Sector -4 reached new heights
with Vaibhav Kumar  Dubey
cracking  fourth position in Durg
District top 10 merit list at CG
Board Examination 2021-22. 

SNG Vidya Bhavan's students
have created history in the  high &
higher secondary CG Board
Examination of 2021-22 (X & XII)
bringing laurels & fame to school
by securing meritorious marks in
all subjects.

In higher secondary CG Board
Examination 2021-22 ,Vaibhav
Kumar Dubey of class XII D from
Commerce stream has topped the

school with 93.4 %, Kajal Kumari
of class XIID from Commerce and
K Mohit of class XII A from Maths
Stream have secured second posi-
tions with 89.4% where as
Bhavana Pathak of class XII A
from Maths stream has secured
third position with 87% respec-
tively. 

In High School CG Board
Examination 2021-22 , Bhargavi of
class 10th has topped the school
with  91.3% , Swati Mandle has
secured second position with 88%
whereas Yamini Verma has se-
cured third position with 82% re-
spectively. The School Manager
VK Babu, Asst Manager Vinay
Peethambaran, Vice President

Organization TU Sunil was ex-
tremely happy with the outstand-
ing performances of Students
both in High & Higher Secondary
Examination 2021- 22. He congrat-
ulated & appreciated all the
Students, Parents & Teachers for
their diligent work during online &
offline classes. 

Thus, in Maths Stream K Mohit
has secured first position,
Bhavana Pathak secured Second
position whereas R Ritika has se-
cured third position. In Bio Stream
Rani Verma secured first position,
Sakshi Mandle has secured sec-
ond position whereas J Noorjahan
has secured third position. In
Commerce Stream Vaibhav

Kumar Dubey of class XII D
bagged first position, Kajal
Kumari  of Class XIID has secured
second position & Rojalin Kamal of
Class XII C has secured third posi-
tion. 

It is indeed a great perform-
ance as more number of Students
have scored above 90 in all the
subjects. And the toppers subject
wise in higher secondary are Rani
Verma with 99 marks out of 100 in
Biology, K Mohit with 97 marks
out of 100 in Mathematics,
Bhavana Pathak with 97 marks
out of 100 in English, Vaibhav
Kumar Dubey with 97 marks out
of 100  both in CA & Business
Studies  whereas Nethri Thakur

with 93 marks out of 100 in Hindi. 
In high school Bhargavi has

topped in English with 93 marks
out of 100, in Sanskrit with 94
marks out of 100, in Mathematics
with 95 marks out of 100, in social
studies 90 marks out of 100 and in
Hindi 92 marks out of 100. Swathi
Mandle of class 10th also topped
in Hindi with 92 marks out of 100.

All the SNGDS & SNGVB
Executive Committee Members,
School Principal K Sunil Kumar,
Vice Principal Dr Komal Bedi,
Incharges, Teaching & Non
Teaching Staff have congratulated
& extended their best wishes  to
all the Parents & Students for
their bright future.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 16: Bhilai
Municipal Corporation
Commissioner Prakash
Surve on Monday reached
Bhelwa pond during his
morning visit. This pond
with scenic beauty is pop-
ular among the local
denizens. Every day, hun-
dreds of people reach here
in the morning and
evening for a picnic and
capture the beauty with
the family.

The Municipal
Commissioner during his
visit inspected the cleanli-
ness system. Bhilai
District Congress
Committee president
Mukesh Chandrakar, MIC
member Lalchand Verma,
Shamsher Bahadur Singh
and a large number of
denizens had reached there
to clean Bhelwa pond.

The people who came
for a walk told the com-
missioner that the source
of water coming into
Bhelwa pond is through a
small canal from the side
of 77 MLD, but during last
few days water mixed with
soil is coming in it. The
commissioner immediate-
ly instructed the officials
right from the spot to
clean the small canal.

Actually the pond has both
the inlet and outlet. Water
remains in this pond
throughout the year. This
water source acts as water
recharge for the surround-
ing areas, which the
dwellers in the area are
aware of. The municipal
commissioner took stock
of the pond after visiting
around and interacted
with the people.

RSR Rungta College of Engineering 
& Technology holds Interactive 
Session on ‘Renewable Energy’

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 16:
Department of
Management, RSR Rungta
College of Engineering &
Technology, organized an
interactive session on
Renewable Energy on May
13, 2022 for the students of
SRGI. The Speaker was Dr
Priyanka Pachouri
Mishra. Project
Coordinator, CREDA,
Department of Energy,
Government of
Chhattisgarh.

The session commenced
with the introduction to
Renewable Energy and
other aspects followed by
inauguration of the event
with Saraswati vandana
and lighting of the lamp,
welcoming the guests,
Principals, Vice
Principals, Deans, HODs
and faculty members and
students of SRGI. Dr
Pankaj Agrawal, Principal
and Dr Anjaneya Sharma,
Professor and Head,
Department of
Management showered
their blessings on the stu-
dents and faculty mem-

bers with their words of
wisdom and explained the
importance of Clean
Energy.

Dr Priyanka Pachouri
Mishra, the Speaker of the
day explained to the stu-
dents about various as-
pects of Renewable energy,
the challenges faced, need
for energy conservation
and urged the need for sav-
ing energy for future gen-
erations.

The session was con-
ducted by Dr Anjaneya
Sharma and Madhumita
Chowdhury and faculty
members of Department
of Management. The ses-

sion got concluded with
the vote of thanks by Dr
Anjaneya Sharma where-
in he thanked the manage-
ment, the speaker of the
day, Principals, Vice
Principals, Deans, HODs
and faculty members and
students of SRGI present
there for making this
event a grand success.

The Principals, Dean
(Academics), Asst
Director, Chairman
Sanjay Rungta and
Director Saket Rungta
congratulated the students
and the faculty members
for the successful conduc-
tion of the session.

OA-BSP urges mgmt to review 
third party house allotments

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 16: The
Officers Association of
BSP submitted a memo-
randum to the Director
Incharge of BSP mention-
ing the high number of
third party allotment of
quarters in Bhilai
Township and the prob-
lems arising out of this sit-
uation.

In this memorandum,
the OA stated that due to
third party occupiers, BSP
officers are not getting bet-
ter houses. They have de-
manded to free these hous-
es from third party posses-
sion so that the entitled
BSP officers could get bet-
ter accommodation.

It needs to be mentioned
here that after the forma-
tion of Chhattisgarh state,

the bigger houses of BSP
were allotted to the admin-
istrative officers and pub-
lic representatives whose
work area was Bhilai-
Durg. With the passage of
time, even after the retire-
ment and transfer of offi-
cers, most of the houses
remained in their posses-
sion. In the present cir-
cumstances, houses are al-
lotted in the names of
many senior administra-
tive officers of
Chhattisgarh in Bhilai
Township, although their
postings are in other dis-
tricts. Some officers have
also retired but the irony
is that even today they are
illegally occupying the
BSP houses.

Despite several efforts of
the Town Services
Department, these big

houses of Bhilai Township
could not be taken back
from the possession of the
influential administrative
officers. Under these cir-
cumstances, the officers of
the steel plant are feeling
cheated.

They forced to live in
small houses even after at-
taining seniority and suf-
fering loss of HRA up to
Rs 8000 - 14000. As the HRA
was discontinued in 2014,
BSP officers are not able to
buy houses in private
colonies.

In the last few years, the
interest for BSP houses
has increased among the
administrative officers
and public representatives
of the centre as well as the
state. Almost all the big
houses in Sector 5, 8, 9 and
10 are allotted to govern-

ment officials, public rep-
resentatives and former
government officials. Due
to this reason only, the big
houses are out of reach of
the plant officers.

In the present situation,
the officers who retired
from BSP are vacated
within 6 months. The
same rule should be appli-
cable to the administrative
officers and public repre-
sentatives as well. The OA
has demanded that all the
houses vacated by third
parties should be allotted
to the BSP officials only.

Keeping in view the cur-
rent explosive situation,
the OA-BSP has appealed
to the management to re-
view the houses allotted to
these third parties and
make efforts at the highest
level to vacate the houses

of the administrative offi-
cers who are posted else-
where or have retired from
services. OA requested to
allot these big houses to
BSP officers after getting
them freed from such
third party occupiers.

OA President and SEFI
Chairman Narendra
Kumar Banchore has sug-
gested that the houses of
32-Bungalows shall be
identified for MLA resi-
dence, MP residence etc
and the third party resi-
dences of Sector 5, 8, 9, 10
should be vacated soon.

Third party allocation is
being identified by the
team of OA-BSP after sur-
vey in all the sectors and
they are going to take co-
operation from the State
Government and Central
Government for this task.

Jail Bharo agitation; BJPians court arrest 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 16: On the call
of state organisation, BJP
party workers staged Jail
Bharo agitation in Durg on
Monday. Hundreds of BJP
workers and leaders court-
ed arrest in protest of the
state government's policies.
The prime issue of protest
was the new order issued
by the state government re-
garding permission for or-
ganising public events.

BJPians gathered at dif-
ferent places in the district
and took out bike / vehicle
rallies which moved to the
agitation venue - Manas
Bhavan in Durg. Here the
senior leaders of BJP ad-
dressed the gathering after
which the members and
leaders courted arrest.

MP Vijay Baghel, MLA
Vidyaratan Bhasin, former

Minister Prem Prakash
Pandey, former Minister
Ramsheela Sahu, Rakesh
Pandey, District President
Virendra Sahu, Usha Tawri
and other leaders were
present on the dais.

The leaders accused the
Congress of imposing un-
declared emergency in
Chhattisgarh. They said
that the Congress state gov-
ernment has issued a
tyrannical order to sup-
press the voice of the peo-
ple seeking justice.

They said that the
Bhupesh Baghel govern-
ment of the state has issued
a tyrannical order impos-
ing 19-point conditions for
organising all the private,
public, religious, political
and other events across the
state.

Baghel alleged that the
intentions of the state gov-

ernment are to suppress
the protests of mass organ-
ization, voice of dissent, op-
position, religious senti-
ments and freedom of ex-
pression. They said that
protests / agitations of
about 28 organisations of
farmers, youth,
Anganwadi workers, em-
ployment assistants, con-
tract workers, education
workers, panchayat secre-
taries, patwaris, sanitation
workers, electricity work-
ers and others are going on
at present.

They are struggling and
staging protests against the
state government for not
fulfilling the promises in its
election manifesto.
Through this order, the
state government has
adopted dictatorial and op-
pressive policy to suppress
their voice.

Photographs of MLA and Former
Minister missing from banner

The internal differences among the BJP leaders of
the district once again came to fore during the Jail
Bharo agitation in Durg. The photographs of influen-
tial leader and former Vidhan Sabha Speaker Prem
Prakash Pandey as well as Vishali Nagar MLA
Vidyaratan Bhasin were missing from the backdrop
banner installed on the stage. Pandey had taken out a
vehicle rally from Sector 01 and reached the agitation
spot with a large number of supporters. On his in-
structions, a large number of members and office
bearers of Shri Ramjanmotsava Samiti had also par-
ticipated in the agitation. He played a key role in mak-
ing the agitation a grand success. On the other hand,
Vidyaratan Bhasin is the only MLA of Bharatiya
Janata Party in the district. The differences between
the MP Vijay Baghel and the supporters of Rajya
Sabha MP Saroj Pandey was exposed a couple of days
ago during the party meeting at BJP Office in Durg.
Now the BJP district organisation office bearers,
mostly the Saroj supporters, once again tried to ig-
nore two of the influential and senior party leaders of
the district during this demonstration.

BMC Commissioner inspects 
Bhelwa pond during morning visit 

Collector inspects Urban
Gauthan and C-Mart

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 16: On
Monday, District Collector
Dr Sarveshwar Narendra
Bhure conducted a sur-
prise inspection of the
Urban Gauthan in Kosa
Nagar as well as the under
construction C-Mart in
Power House. At Guthan
in Kosanagar, he oversaw
the employment oriented
activities being conducted
by the women.

He inspected the fish
farming unit, incense
sticks manufacturing,
soap made from flowers,
phenyl etc. Considering
the interest and enthusi-
asm of the women,
Collector Dr Sarveshwar
Narendra Bhure asked
the BMC officials to pro-
mote poultry farming in
Gauthan.

He oversaw the pond
where the women are
conducting fish farming.
He suggested the women
to produce vegetables on
a larger area of Gauthan.
He asked them to select
the vegetables which
have high demand in the
market as well as which
take less time for growth.

The Collector inspect-
ed the process of making
vermicompost from cow
dung. He checked the
quality of vermicom-
post. He appreciated the
work of women and sug-
gested adding more ac-
tivities and get employ-
ment and income. He
purchased some of the
products produced by the
women and encouraged

them.
During the inspection,

C o r p o r a t i o n
Commissioner Prakash
Surve, District
Panchayat CEO Ashwani
Dewangan, Additional
Commissioner Ashok
Dwivedi, Deputy
Commissioner Sunil
Agrahari, Zone
Commissioner Manish
Gaikwad and Amitabh
Sharma, Executive
Engineers Sanjay
Sharma, Sanjay Bagde

and others were present.
District Collector also

inspected the under-con-
struction C-Mart located
near Power House. He in-
structed the officials to
complete the work of C-
Mart at the earliest. He
saw the structure being
prepared for the market,
observed the work going
on as per the drawing /
design. He said that spe-
cial attention should be
paid to the quality of
construction.

SNGVB students  shine in CG Board Examinations

Vaibhav Kumar Dubey Kajal Kumari K Mohit Bhavana Pathak Bhargavi Swati Mandle Yamini Verma
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Focus be laid on quality of works: PWD Minister
RRaaiippuurr,,  MMaayy  1166:: Public Works
Minister Tamradhwaj Sahu
instructed the engineers and
departmental officers to com-
plete works with quality within
stipulated time frame. Presiding
over a review meeting and quali-
ty testing programme at Pt
Deendayal Upadhyay Auditorium
here he said that strict action
would be taken against the offi-
cers and employees who were
negligent in their works.  Sahu
honored the engineers who did
excellent work in the program
with a citation. Parliamentary
Secretaries Vikas Upadhyay and
Chintamani Maharaj, Secretary
Public Works Department
Siddharth Komal Singh Pardeshi,
MD of Chhattisgarh Road
Development Corporation
Limited Himshikhar Gupta and
Chief Engineer Vijay Bhattpahari
were present.

Sahu, while addressing all the
engineers present in the auditori-

um, said that adequate budget
had been allocated by the
department for construction
works, keeping in mind the pub-
lic facilities, on the special initia-
tive of Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel. Because of adequate
budget allocation all the con-
struction works of the depart-
ment were steadily underway for
the last three years, he said. He
praised the departmental staff
for speedy construction of infra-
structure including hospitals and
gas pipelines during the Corona

period and said that during this
time many employees were also
infected but the work was not
hampered. Minister Sahu further
said that no compromise will be
made on the quality of construc-
tion works. The amount should
be fully utilized, he said, adding
that estimation should be based
on the amount of work.

He directed the department to
prepare the estimates in such a
way that no situation arises for
making revised estimates. He
instructed to hand over the build-

ing construction work on time,
marking the turning points and
black spots and work on them
expeditiously. Minister Sahu
instructed to complete the
approved works before the rainy
season. It should be ensured that
the situation of traffic jam does
not arise, he said.

Sahu directed to work in coor-
dination with the revenue offi-
cers and officials of the con-
cerned department on land
acquisition case, permission for
sweeping etc. He directed to
complete the ongoing works
under Mukhyamantri Sugam
Sadak Yojana with quality within
the time limit. Parliamentary
Secretaries Vikas Upadhyay and
Chintamani Maharaj also
expressed their views in the pro-
gram. Secretary Siddharth
Komal Singh Pardeshi and Chief
Engineer Bhattaphari gave
important suggestions to the
engineers.

Those who were honoured by
the Minister Sahu for their out-
standing performance were
Umesh Patel Deputy Engineer
Raigarh, Manju Patel Deputy
Engineer Raigarh, Rajiv Nashine,
Executive Engineer, Rajesh
Baghel, Deputy Engineer
Jagdalpur, Sudhir Baghel, Deputy
Engineer Jagdalpur, RK Verma
Sub-Divisional Officer Jagdalpur,
RK Guru Executive Engineer
Jagdalpur, Siyaram Dugge,
Deputy Engineer Setu Division
Jagdalpur, Karan Sangrila, Sub-
Divisional Officer, Setu Sub-
Division Jagdalpur, RM Sheikh
Executive Engineer Setu Division
Jagdalpur, Naveen Verma Deputy
Engineer Patan, RK Shukla Sub
Divisional Officer Patan, CS Ogre
Sub-Divisional Officer Durg,
Shatrughan Devangan, Deputy
Engineer Khairagarh, Sanjay
Devangan, Sub-Divisional Officer
Khairagarh and Arvind Chauhan,
Executive Engineer Khairagarh. 

No decision yet on compensating construction
material price hike to contractors

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, May 16: The deci-
sion to boycott tenders
worth crores of rupees in
the construction depart-
ments across the state has
created panic in the ad-
ministration. Two days
later, the PWD and the
Chief Minister’s Secretary
Komal Siddharth Pardeshi
and the Chief Engineer of
the PWD jointly invited
the office bearers of the
Chhattisgarh Contractor
Association to hold talks

on Monday. At 2:00 pm,
President of Chhattisgarh
Constractor Association,
Biresh Shukla along with
10 office bearers partici-
pated in the meeting held
at Pandit Deendayal
Upadhyay Auditorium,
Raipur. State Government
officials discussed the de-
mand letter of contractors
point by point. In the meet-
ing that lasted for about
two hours, considering
most of the demands as
justified, it has agreed to
resolve. Also the next
meeting is to be called
again within 1 week. In the
meeting held on the third
day of the tender boycott,
PWD Secretary, Komal
Siddharth Pardesi,
Chhattisgarh Road

Corporation, MD
Himshikhar Gupta along
with Chief Engineer VK
Bhatpahari, A. D. V
Project, Director. S.K Kori,
Raipur Zone’s Chief
Engineer Gyaneshwar
Kashyap, Superintending
Engineer BS Kurram were
present.

State President of the
Association Biresh Shukla
has said that the meeting
with the officials was very
positive. The meeting last-
ed for 2 hours, the discus-
sion was held on many is-
sues including the price
hike of construction ma-
terials were discussed in
detail, but no decision has
been taken yet. In the
meeting, officers dis-
cussed on the amount of

difference between the s-
o-r rate and the market
rate in other states. The
mineral royalty issue was
also discussed and how it
is implemented in other
states. The association
has decided that the way
the contractors of all the
construction departments
are facing heavy debt due
to price hike in construc-
tion material. Due to this
issue, it has been decided
to boycott the tender.
Therefore, tenders of all
departments will be boy-
cotted until a concrete so-
lution is found on the 15
point demands including
the amount of difference
between the s-o-r rate and
the market price, said
Brijesh Shukla.

Medical store owner murdered in broad daylight
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Dhamtari, May 16: A
Medical Store owner in
Shanti Nagar having addi-
tional business of proper-
ty selling was brutally
murdered in Dhamtari
here on Monday. The im-
pact of hitting with the
iron rod was so high that
the head got divided into
two parts. In protest
against the same, mem-
bers of Jain Samaj closed

down their shops. The
case is that of Arjuni
thana area.

As per reports in this re-
gard, Rajendra Parekh (58)
owner of Medical Store,
R/o Shanti Nagar Colony,
was also having additional
business in real estate and
selling properties. He had
purchased a land in Gram
Amethi locality manch,
but it was under contro-
versy with Firangi
Nirmalkar and was pend-
ing in the court.

It was around 9:00 am,
Rajendra reached his shop
and then left for Gram
Amethi. During this
Firangi Nirmalkar along
with his wife Phuleshwari
Nirmalkar was already
present there. On seeing
Rajendra, both entered
into controversy and it
become so serious that
Firangi hit with an iron

rod on Rajendra’s head
and the impact was so
high that his brain got ex-
posed and later pierced
the rod from his neck and
he died on the spot.

Police reached a private
hospital taking Rajendra
along with them, but the
doctors declared him
dead. The Police is hold-
ing interrogation with
the accused and as to
what is the controversy is
related to land is not clear.
On getting information in
this regard, the business-
men of the city kept their
shops closed to register
the protest and in condo-
lences. They said that
such a big businessmen
from Samaj has been
murdered in broad day-
light and no action has
been taken and puts ques-
tion mark on their safety
as well.

BJP demonstration leads 
to massive traffic jam

Raipur, May 16: Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) leaders
and workers on Monday
took to streets at several
places for the right to stage
dharna-demonstration with-
out any hindrance. Protest
marches taken out by BJP
leaders and workers from
several parts of the capital
made traffic go haywire.
The road from Azad Chowk
to Telibandha Chowk on GE
Road was blocked due to
marches and barricading.
All the vehicles slowly

moved on both the sides on
this road.

Crowd started gathering
at Azad Chowk after 12.30
pm with people coming
from DD Nagar, Jawahar
Nagar, Tatyapara,
Ramsagarpara and Lakhe
Nagar while shouting slo-
gans in form of a proces-
sion. After submitting the
list of protestersall the peo-
ple proceeded towards the
collectorate from the left
side of the road. Due to this,
the entire traffic of the road
came on a single lane.

Two vehicles of the traffic
police moved ahead while
diverting traffic, but there
was a traffic jam between
Phool Chowk and Tatyapara
Chowk. As procession pro-
ceeded from Jai Stambh

Chowk, it caused traffic dis-
ruption on busy road be-
tween Shastri Chowk and
Jaistambh. Long queue of
vehicles was seen on the
way towards Malviya Nagar.
On the other hand, traffic
was also diverted from
Collectorate to Telibandha.
Common people could not
use link road with closure of
most of the roads in the
Civil Lines area. After
Shastri Chowk, the police
closed one lane with light
barricading. At the same
time, the road leading to the
collectorate was completely
blocked. The road from
Mazar Chowk to Raj Bhavan
was also closed. Strong bar-
ricading of the police was
seen on all the roads leading
to the CM House.

Thousands of BJP workers arrested
in ‘Jail Bharo’ agitation
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Raipur, May 16:
Thousands of BJP work-
ers gave court arrest after
organising a protest and
‘Jail Bharo’ agitation
across Chhattisgarh
against the state govt cir-
cular imposing stringent
guidelines on agitations,
rallies & demonstrations.

BJP workers resorted to
chanting “Hanuman
Chalisha” in the Central
Jail premises after being
arrested by the Raipur
Administration.

Chhattisgarh BJP
President Vishnu Deo Sai
said that they are against
the 19-point circular is-
sued by the state govern-
ment to hold demonstra-
tion against the state gov-
ernment. He said that BJP
would continue to register
protest against the new
guidelines as it would also

create financial burden on
the poor people who would
want to draw the attention
of administration towards
their grievances.

Sai led the agitation at
his home district of
Jashpur whereas in
Raipur, four senior leaders
were entrusted to lead the
agitation from four
Legislative segments.
Leading the agitation
against the state govern-
ment, the Raipur South
MLA Brijmohan Agrawal
said that they have organ-

ised this protest against
this ‘Kaala Kanoon’ .
Today BJP has launched
‘Jail Bharo’ agitation in
the entire state against it,
we want to see how much
space is there in the jails of
the Bhupesh Baghel gov-
ernment, he added.

Former Minister Rajesh
Munat led the demonstra-
tion from Azad Chowk be-
fore they were stopped by
the police administration.
Similarly, the Raipur BJP
President Shrichand
Sundrani and BJP

Spokesperson Sanjay
Shrivastava led the agita-
tion from Raipur North
segment and Animesh
Kasyap-Motilal Sahu led
the agitation from
Raipur Rural segment.

Former Chief Minister
Dr Raman Singh said
that the Congress had
made several promises to
people to come to power
but failure to implement
has forced them to even
curb the agitation
against state govern-
ment.

State Govt orders to
stringent circular
on demonstration

Stretch between
Azad Chowk and
Telibandha on main
road closed at sev-
eral locations

p PWD Secretary,
Chief Engineer
were present in the
meeting

Hit with an iron rod
on his head and
pierced it from his
neck

Was having some
land controversy
with a person in
Gram Amethi

Raipur, May 16: Two
officers of SECR Raipur
Division have
been selected
for railway na-
tional award.
These officers
are Lokesh
V i s h n o i
A D R M
( O p e r a t i o n )
and K C
Priyadrashi
D i v i s i o n a l
S&T Engineer.
Both of them
will receive the award at
a programme on May 28
in ECoR Bhubaneswar.

Vishnoi receives this
award for coming sec-

ond in Hindi
essay competi-
tion and did ex-
cellent work in
the area of
R a j b h a s h a .
ADRM to his
credit had also
received Rail
R a j b h a s a h a
Medal. The
other awardee
from Raipur
Division is

Santaram Vavanthed
Assistant TRD Raipur
Division.

Lokesh Vishnoi

67th National Railways Award 2022

ADRM (Operation) and
Divisional S&T Engineer

receive award

NSUI burns effigy
of Raman

RRaaiippuurr,,  MMaayy  1166::  Workers of
National Students Union of
India (NSUI) Raipur led by
state president Neeraj
Pandey today burnt effigy of
former chief minister Dr
Raman Singh for what they
alleged as insulting picture of
Bharat Mata by placing it on
the ground during a BJP pro-
gramme.NSUI Raipur presi-
dent Shantanu Jha said that
NSUI Chhattisgarh burnt effi-
gies of Dr Raman Singh in all
over the state for insulting
the picture of Bharat Mata.
NSUI Raipur district president
Shantanu Jha and other work-
ers under the leadership of
state president Neeraj
Pandey shouted slogans
against former chief minister
Dr Raman Singh at Ambedkar
Chowk before burning his
effigy. 

Raipur, May 16: It was
based upon inputs by the
MP Narcotics cell that
huge cache of 480 Kg
‘Ganja’ worth Rs 29 lakh
was recovered by the
Police and two accused
have been nabbed and
both of them are reported
to be from Odisha.

A truck on Ring
Road No. 3 as per in-
puts from MP’s
Narcotics Cell was
stopped by Urla
Police on Sunday
evening and when
the searching was
done, total of 480 Kg
‘ganja’ worth Rs 29
lakh was recovered.
When the police in-
terrogated two

‘Ganja’ smugglers in the
truck they got some clues
and based upon which the
MP Narcotics Cell and
Raipur Police left for
O d i s h a .
The cost of the ‘Ganja’
along with the truck is re-
ported to be that of around
Rs 29 lakhs.

Two nabbed with 480 Kg
‘Ganja’ worth Rs 29 lakh

Raipur, May 16: A 11-
member team of
Chhattisgarh on Monday
departed to Bhopal in
Madhya Pradesh to par-
ticipate in the 32nd
National Sub Junior
Kayaking & Canoeing
championship to be held
from May 17.

Providing the above in-

formation in a statement
issued here, the
Chhattisgarh Pradesh
Kayaking & Canoeing
Association (CPKCA)
Joint Secretary Prashant
Singh Raghuvanshi said
that 10 players and a
coach left from Raipur
Railway Station here to
participate in the two-day

championship. One play-
er from Chhattisgarh
would also be participat-
ing in the 10th National
Canoe Marathon Senior
tournament to be held on
May 18019 in Bhopal
Pond. Players from
Chhattisgarh are practic-
ing the sports at various
venues including the

Dalpat Sagar Pond in
Jagdalpur in accordance
to the declaration made
by Chief Minister for pro-
motion of sports.

CPKCA President
Baldeo Singh Bhatia,
Working President Rohit
Kale, Secretary Abhijit
Mishra and Joint
Secretary of All India
Kayaking & Canoeing
Association Prashant
Raghuvanshi extended
best wishes to the players
for the National event.

Mahendra Kumar
Sahu, Ganehs Sahu,
Kailash Sahu, Morksh
Matiyara, Dipraj Sahu,
Tritesh Sahu,
Phuleshwar Yadav,
Pradeep Kumar Sahu and
Saurabh Sahu are part of
the team whereas Ashok
Sahu in the Team
Manager.

Chh’garh team departs for National Kayaking tournament

Raipur, May 16: The
Employees’ State Insurance
Corporation (ESIC) is start-
ing OPD services from May
17 at the 100-bed ESIC
Hospital at Ravanbhatha,
Birgaon. In the first phase,
obstetrics and gynecology,
surgery and general OPD
department has started.
Patients will be able to avail
OPD services from Monday
to Friday from 9 am to 4 pm
and Saturday from 9 am to 1

pm. IPD services have not
been started yet due to lack
of adequate arrangements.

It is notable that for the
purpose of providing
health services to the ESIC
beneficiaries and their fam-
ilies under the central
scheme, a 100-bed ESIC hos-
pital was constructed at a
cost of about Rs.100 crore.
The hospital construction
started from the year-2019
but could not be inaugurat-
ed due to incomplete con-
struction and non-objection
certificate from the urban
administration. Due to this,
about three lakh ESIC bene-
ficiaries and their families
belonging to Raipur area
were deprived of the facili-
ties of treatment in the hos-

pital. Hindustan Prefab
Limited (HPL), the  compa-
ny that built the hospital
building, had left about 25
percent of the hospital
work incomplete. There
was also a dispute between
HPL and ESIC Ministry re-
garding the amount in-
volved in the construction.
Here the non-objection cer-
tificate for the operation of
the building by the
Municipal Corporation
was also creating a prob-
lem. Employees State
Insurance Corporation
Regional Director (In-
Charge) AN Tiwari said,
OPD services are being
started at Birgaon ESIC
Hospital. IPD services will
also start in a few days.

OPD services starts in 100 bedded
Birgaon ESIC Hospital

ESIC OPD services
started from May 17
in the 100 bedded
ESIC Hospital locat-
ed at Ravanbhatha,
Birgaon.
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Lara, May 16: Gomati Sai,
MP, Lok Sabha (Raigarh)
inaugurated the Girl
Empowerment Mission
(GEM)-2022 at NTPC Lara
on May 16. The pro-
gramme was inaugurated
with ceremonial lamp
lighting by MP along with
Diwakar Kaushik, CGM
(NTPC Lara) and other in-
vitees.

Addressing the gather-
ing Sai lauded NTPC
Lara’s effort for peripheral
development in Raigarh
district. Focusing on GEM,
Mrs Sai said, the residen-

tial training programme
being organized by NTPC
Lara is a very good initia-
tive for the development of
girl child. This programme
will be a milestone in shap-
ing their bright future just
like a potter making a pot
from clay. When these girls
will achieve success in
their future, that time they
will remember NTPC for
shaping their lives in their
early days.

Speaking on this occa-
sion Diwakar Kaushik,
CGM (Lara) said those
NTPC is known as an elec-
tricity producer and illu-
minating nation but by

this GEM programme
NTPC will be known for
empowerment of girls.
Through this programme,
NTPC will help them to
achieve their dreams.

GEM is a specially de-
signed training pro-
gramme for the girls at the
age group of 10-11, those
will undergo a residential
training programme for al-
most one month in the
areas of their educational
curriculum with creativi-
ty, self-defense, yoga, draw-
ing, painting, dance and
personal grooming by the
experienced trainers. At
NTPC Lara 40 girls of

nearby villages enrolled
for this GEM programme,
which will be continued
from May 15 to June 16.

Among others Gopika
Gupta, Member, DDC,
Poonam Solanki, Leader of
opposition, Raigarh
Municipal Corporation,
BDC members, women
sarpanch of PAP villages,
local representatives, all
general managers, senior
officials, representatives of
union and associations, of-
fice bearers and members
of Prerita Mhaila Samiti,
children and their parents
were present on this 
occasion.

GEM inaugurated at NTPC Lara
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Dantewada, May 16: It is
under the guidance of DIG
(Transportation) CRPF
Dantewada Range Vinay
Kumar Singh and SP
South Bastar Dantewada
Siddharth Tiwari, ‘Lon
waratto abhiyan’ (Home
Coming) has been
launched to bring back the
persons from villages who
are active in the banned
Naxal organizations by
asking them to surrender
and make them join main-
stream of the society with
due respect. It is by past-
ing the names of active
Maoists in concerned
thanas/ camps and Gram

Panchayat that this cam-
paign has been launched.

It is on call by the
Commandant 195
Battalion CRPF V Pratap
Singh with appeal to active
Maoists in banned organi-
zations to surrender, two
of the Militia members
from Indravati Area
Committee viz. Kumme
Kashyap and Budhram
Poyam have surrendered
in 195 Battalion CRPF
headquarters in Thana
Barsoor, getting fed-up
with the hollow ideology
of Maoists organizations

here on May 16. The two
surrendered in the pres-
ence of Commandant
195th Battalion CRPF V
Pratap Singh, Second-in-
Command Officer Vikram
Kumar and Krishna
Kumar Chandrakar DSP
Datewada, Surendra
Pambhoi, Inspector TI
Barsoor.

So far under this cam-
paign a total of 537
Maoists including 128
Maoists with prize money
on their head have surren-
dered and joined main-
stream of the society.

Two Maoists surrender under
‘Lon Warrato Abhiyan’

p Under the naxal
eradication cam-
paign

Raipur, May 16: Indian
Institute of Technology
Bhilai hosted the Pan IIT
Yoga Sports Competition
on May 14 in online mode,
where representatives
from 15 IITs participated
in the elimination round.
The judges from the
National Institute of
Sports Certification and
the management team
made the event a success.
The participants per-
formed several asanas and
the performance made a
strong impression on the
judges. Prof. Rajat Moona,
Director, IIT Bhilai, spoke
on the occasion about the
significance of
International Yoga Day. He
deemed it a gift of India to
the world to promote a
healthy lifestyle.

After the first two days
of the event in online
mode, the top five selected

candidates will compete in
the finals which will be
held offline. The event was
coordinated and supported
by Mrs Rajni Moona, Dr
Rahul Jain (Faculty-in-
charge, Student Affairs),
Dr Purnendu Das (Faculty-

in-charge, Sports and
Yoga), Dr Jayesh Chandra
S. Pai (Registrar), Mr
Vikas Taywade (Yoga
Instructor), Mr Sumit
Tiwari (Sports Coach) and
all Sports Council mem-
bers.

First ever PAN IIT Yoga sports
competition launched in IIT

Bilaspur, May 16: Dr.
Bijnaneswar Mondal, as-
sistant professor, Guru
G h a s i d a s
Vishwavidyalaya, Bilaspur
has published a Chemical
Review paper (Impact fac-
tor 60.6) in American
Chemical Society (ACS)
journal. The main subject
of this scientific research
paper was the advance-
ment of artificial molecu-
lar enzymes and their sig-
nificant impacts in various
chemical and biological
process.

On this occasion,
Honourable Vice-chancel-

lor of Guru Ghasidas
Vishwavidyalaya, Prof.
Alok Kumar Chakrawal
congratulates Dr. B.
Mondal and present a me-
mento in the presence of
Prof. Shailendra Kumar
(Registrar, GGV) and Prof.
Goutam Kumar Patra
(Head of Chemistry
Department, GGV). The
Honourable Vice-chancel-
lor also mentioned that
this kinds of scientific
achievement will inspire
research scholar and facul-
ty members of GGV for the
better scientific develop-
ment and future progress.

High impact scientific review
paper published by GGV
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Dhamtari, May 16:
Chhattisgarh Board of
Secondary Education de-
clared the results of the
High and Higher
Secondary School exami-
nations on Saturday, in
which once again girl stu-
dents have topped in both
the board classes in
Dhamtari district. The
10th exam result was 69.60
and 12th 76.11 percent.
Three students in the high
school and two students in
the top ten in the higher
secondary examination
have increased the value of
Dhamtari district by mak-
ing a place. In this way,
Dhamtari’s rank has been
23rd in 10th and 25th place

in 12th in the state.
The 12th board examina-

tion was conducted by the
Chhattisgarh Board of
Secondary Education from
March 2, in which the
number of registered stu-
dents was 9790. Out of this
4115 boys and 5540 girls ap-
peared for the exam. In the
12th board examination
1177 boys and 1978 girls
passed in first division,
whereas 1688 boys and 2178
girls got second division.
Similarly 197 boys and 127
girls passed the examina-
tion in third division.

In the 10th board, 74.47
percent boys and 77.33 per-
cent girls have passed. In
this way, the examination
result of girl students was
2.86 percent higher than

that of boys. It is notewor-
thy that in the year-2018,
the 10th board exam result
was 70 percent, in which
the percentage has in-
creased. Similarly, the re-
sult was 69.60, the number
of registered candidates in
the 10th board examina-
tion was 11991, out of
which 11588 girl students
took part in the examina-
tion. In this 3895 boys and
2486 girls passed the exam-
ination in first division.

Whereas 3517 students,
1913 girls passed the exam-
ination in second division
and 652 boys and 249 girls
passed the examination in
third division. In this way,
8064 students have passed
in the 12th board, the re-
sult of which was 69.60. In

this way in higher second-
ary also girl students have
outperformed the boys.
There has been an in-
crease of 6.3 percent in the
12th board exam results as
compared to last year. This
year also, girls have
achieved more success
than boys.

Girls outshine boys in district merit list

What officer says
The 10th and 12th board

exam results are very
promising. In the district,
three students in high
school and two in higher
secondary school have
made it to the state merit
list. It is a matter of pride
for the residents of the dis-
trict. Rajni Nelson, DEO 
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Bijapur, May 16: As a
result of running bus
service by the district ad-
ministration through
local youth transport
committee in the
Naxalite affected areas of
Bhairamgarh and Usoor
blocks of the district,
now the villagers of the
above remote areas are
getting all-weather trans-
portation facility, which
is boon to the villagers
who otherwise had to
travel on foot or local
means to cover distances.

Roads and culverts
were constructed by the
district administration
in these remote Naxalite

affected areas with the
help of security forces
and to connect these
areas with the main-
stream of development,
priority was given to
basic facilities like
schools, Anganwadi cen-
ters, health centers, ra-
tion shops etc. At the
same time, 4 buses are
being operated from the
District Mineral Trust
fund through the local
youth transport commit-
tee to provide traffic facil-
ities to the villagers of

the said internally affect-
ed areas up to the block
and district headquar-
ters. Buses are being op-
erated from Bechapal to
Bijapur and Bedre to
Bijapur under
Bhairamgarh block and
from Silger to Bijapur in
Sukma district along the
border with Galgam to
Bijapur under Usoor
block.

Due to the operation of
buses in these areas, the
villagers are getting facil-
ities for education and

health facilities. Now the
children of the villagers
come to the block and dis-
trict headquarters for
studies. At the same time,
it is getting easier for the
villagers to go to the
Community Health
Center, District Hospital
and other higher health
institutions for medical
treatment. With this, the
villagers are now easily
reaching the Haat-Bazaar
for the sale of agricultur-
al produce and forest pro-
duce.

In this regard, vil-
lagers like Somlu Kadti,
Sukhram Madvi, Dilip
Kadti of Miratoor area of
??Bhairamgarh block, ap-
preciating the initiative
of the district adminis-
tration, said that earlier
there was a big problem
in traveling by taxi or
any other means. But
now with the introduc-
tion of bus service, this

problem has been solved.
The youth have also got
employment through the
said bus service operated
by the district adminis-
tration through the local
youth transport commit-
tee.

In this regard Shri
Balram Telami and Shri
Ramesh Telam, members
of Yuva Transport
Committee, which oper-
ate bus from Bechapal to
Bijapur, said that there
are total 8 members in
their committee. In the
initial phase, after fuel
and other expenses from
bus operation every day,
an income of about Rs 3
to 4 thousand is being
generated. This amount
is currently being de-
posited in the account of
the committee. Presently
the committee is earning
Rs 2 to 3 thousand every
day after all the expendi-
ture from bus operation.

Villagers get perennial transport facility 
In Naxal affected
areas of
Bhairamgarh and
Usoor 
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Koriya, May 16: Under
the Chief Minister’s
Urban Slum Health
Scheme (USHS), treatment
facility is being provided
through Mobile Medical
Units (MMU) in all the
urban bodies in the dis-
trict. A surprise inspec-
tion of MMU vehicle,
under the scheme was
done by District Collector
Kuldeep Sharma.

The Collector took daily
OPD information from the
medical team, the team in-
formed that an average of
88 patients are coming to

the clinic, who are being
examined and treated free
of cost. During this,
Collector Sharma also
made a surprise inspec-
tion of Dhanwantri
Generic Medical Store lo-
cated in New Leathery re-

gion. During the inspec-
tion, Collector Sharma
took information about
the stock of medicines and
surgical items from the op-
erator and expressed dis-
pleasure over the shortage
of medicines as per the

prescribed list in the med-
ical store under the
scheme.

Collector Mr. Sharma di-
rected the concerned
agency to issue a notice
saying that sufficient med-
icines should be made
available within 1 week.
He said that negligence
will not be tolerated in the
operation of the public
welfare scheme of the gov-
ernment. Here it needs a
mention that, under the
scheme, 251 types of medi-
cines and 27 surgical items
are to be kept in sufficient
quantity in the store for
the beneficiaries.

Inspection of MMU vehicle
under USHS by Collector

KKoorrbbaa  MMaayy  1166::  District Collector
Ranu Sahu today took a review
meeting of all the departmental
officers in the Collectorate meet-
ing room regarding the proposed
visit by the Chief Minister in the
district. In the meeting, D.F.O.
Korba Priyanka Pandey, D.F.O.
Katghora Premlata Yadav, Joint
Collector Vijendra Singh Patle,
District Panchayat CEO Nutan
Kanwar, Municipal Commissioner
Prabhakar Pandey, S.D.M. Pali
Mamta Yadav, S.D.M. Katghora
Tendulkar, and all the departmen-
tal officers were present. 

Collector Ranu Sahu directed
to ensure the speedy disposal of
pending revenue cases and com-
pensation distribution and said
that the Patwari should make a
register of conversion, payment,
etc. so that the cases could be
resolved within the time limit.
Mrs. Sahu inquired about the
problem of overbilling in the elec-
tricity department and gave
instructions to the concerned offi-
cers for speedy redressal of the
billing problem. 

The officials of the Electricity
Department said that to address

the grievances of the general
public, the complaints are being
resolved by organizing camps,
sending village-village employees
and contacting the consumers,
checking and rectification work is
being done. While reviewing the
education department, Mrs. Sahu
said that the teachers should stay
in the headquarters and said that
from the new academic session,
children should be given practice
focusing on answer writing so
that children can develop better
ability to write and understand.
Sahu also took information from
the District Education Officer
regarding the operation of the
mid-day meal scheme and gave
instructions for better operation.
While reviewing the health
department, Mrs. Sahu gave
instructions to conduct medical
camps and directed to get moni-
toring done by district and block
level medical officers under Haat
Bazar Clinic scheme so that it can
be operated smoothly with better
quality. 

Prioritise quick settlement 
of revenue cases: Collector 

G a u r e l a - P e n d r a -
Marwahi, May 16: For the
overall development of the
district in all areas includ-
ing electricity, water, roads
and education, Minister of
Revenue and Disaster
Management and in-charge
of the district, Jaisingh
Agrawal inaugurated devel-
opment works worth Rs
219.99 lakh.The Minister
performed Bhumipujan in
Bandhamuda pond complex
of Gaurela and Pendra
Nagar Panchayat and
Government Multipurpose
Higher Secondary School
Pendra. Meanwhile merito-
rious student Kahef Anjum
was also felicitated by the
Minister with a token prize
of Rs 25,000 for bagging sec-
ond position in the state in
class X board results.

Addressing the gather-
ing, the Minster said that a
continuous series of devel-
opment works have been
made by Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel in the en-
tire state, due to which de-
velopment of all the areas is
taking place. He said that it
is a matter of great pleasure

that today the statue of
Father of the Nation
Mahatma Gandhi has been
installed in the Nagar
Panchayat Pendra and
Gaurela Pendra Marwahi
has made a separate identi-
ty along with being a new
district.

He said that the district
administration is continu-
ously doing better work in
the development of the dis-
trict. The collector is con-
stantly visiting different
areas of the district and in-
specting various works.
New sub-divisions, tehsils,
sub-tehsils have also been
created for the ease of dis-
posal of revenue works in

the district, a network of
roads has been laid in the
district so that the develop-
ment of the people of the
district can take place rap-
idly, he said.

On this occasion,
Marwahi MLA Dr. KK
Dhruv said that the appoint-
ment of Revenue Minister
Mr. Jaisingh Agrawal as the
minister in charge of the
district is very important
for the district. President
Nagar Panchayat Pendra
Shri Rakesh Jalan said that
special attention is paid by
the minister in charge in
the development work of
the district, due to which
programs of inauguration

and foundation stone are
being held continuously in
the district.

MLA Dr. KK Dhruv, mem-
ber of Scheduled Tribes
Commission, senior
Congressman and
Gandhian thinker KK
Mishra, Pendra Nagar
Panchayat President Shri
Rakesh Jalan, Gaurela
Nagar Panchayat President
Smt. Gangotri Rathore,
Nagar Panchayat
Alderman, Councilors
Premvati Kol, Jaydutt
Tiwari, Ramesh Sahu,
Paras Chaudhary , Aruna
Jaiswal, Jilesh Singh,
Sunita Rathore, Maiku
Bharia, Rakesh Chaturvedi,
Sharad Gupta, Bhavna
Karelia, Iqbal Singh Pankaj
Tiwari, Omprakash Banka,
Madan Soni, Shakuntala
Jaiswal, Nirman Jaiswal,
Pratap Singh, Mamta
Paikra, Prashant Shriwas
Amol Pathak, public repre-
sentatives , Collector Ms.
Richa Prakash Choudhary,
Superintendent of Police
Mr. Trilok Bansal, digni-
taries and villagers were
present.

Developmental works worth Rs 219.99 lakh inaugurated 



Raipur Sangh separates
from two other Sangh’s

Central Chronicle News

Jagdalpur, May 16:
After controversy over
transportation of goods
between Bastar
Pariwahan Sangh (BPS)
and Raipur-Bastar
Koraput Pariwahan
Sangh (RBKPS), now
the Raipur Sangh has
decided to open its of-
fice in Pandripani.

This Sangh’s mem-
bers opine that many a
time there was dia-
logue held between
both the Sanghs and it
turned out to be incon-
clusive. Therefore
Raipur Sangh is now
forced to work inde-
pendently.

The office bearers of
this Sangh said that
they in order to finish
the one-sided domina-
tion by a Sangh in par-
ticular have taken this
particular decision.

On the other hand,
Raipur Sangh has

urged the state govern-
ment and local admin-
istration that some per-
sons can cause hin-
drance in smooth func-
tioning of this inde-
pendent Sangh and this
should be stopped and
due action be taken
against them.

Office bearers of
Raipur Sangh have an-
ticipated full-fledge co-
operation by local ad-
ministration in ensur-
ing smooth working.

Central Chronicle News

Bharni, May 16: St.
Xavier's Chain of Schools
celebrated Aarohan- 24
years glorious journey of
St. Xavier's in the campus
of St. Xavier's High
School, Bharni. The pro-
gramme was organized as
Chairman's Day to cele-
brate the birthday of Dr.
GS Patnaik- Chairman
cum Managing Director of
St. Xavier's Chain of
Schools.

The programme high-
lighted the 24 years' glori-
ous journey of St. Xavier's
family under the vision-
ary leadership of Dr. GS
Patnaik. Although, today
St. Xavier's is of one of the
leading school chains of

India, the beginning of
the group had been very
humble. The group start-
ed its first school in
theyear 1998 in a small
rented building in the

backward area of Odisha,
followed by its second
school in M.P (now
Chhattisgarh) at Bilaspur.
At present, the group has
63 schools in different

states of India.
Takhatpur MLA and

Parliamentary Secretary
Dr. Rashmi Singh Thakur
and Ashish Singh Thakur
were present as the
Special Guests. The cultur-
al programme presented
by the teaching, non-teach-
ing and support staff of
the schools' show cased the
contribution of the group
in the field of education.

Other dignitaries pres-
ent on the occasion were
Rama Rao, SP Chaturvedi,
RP Agarwal, Sita
Sonthaliya, Piyush Gupta,
Subash Agarwal,
Lekhashree Patnaik,
Mukesh Saraf, A.
Samantray and the princi-
pals of St. Xavier's Chain
of Schools, Bilaspur Zone.

Forest Deptt purchases Mahua flower
worth Rs 2 crore from forest dwellers

Central Chronicle News

Mainpur, May 16: This
year ample Mahua flower
production has touched
record high in state and in
the last week of March for-
est department purchased
Mahua flowers from the
collectors at Rs 40-45 per
kilo instead of the declared
MSP of Rs 33 per kilo. The
excess produce of Mahua
flower led to sudden fall in
the price during the second
half of April and the price

reached Rs 28 per kilo. The
forest dwellers were wor-
ried with sudden fall in
price and at that time
Gariabandh Forest
Division came to their res-
cue and started purchasing
at a price of Rs 33 per kilo.
Gariabandh Forest
Division through 15 com-
mittees after April 20 till
date has purchased 6,000
quintal Mahua from the
collectors and total cost of
the purchase is about Rs 2
crore. In addition other for-

est products valuing Rs 2.5
crore have also been pur-
chased and out of the total
purchase Rs 1.25 crore pay-
ment has been made.

Gariabandh Forest
Division stands second in
tendupatta procurement
Tendupatta procurement is
in progress and against the
target of 84300 bags till May
14, 2022 80463 bags have
been purchased. This pur-
chase makes Gariabandh
Forest Division stands sec-
ond in the entire state.

Monsoon expected to 
strike Bastar around June 7

Central Chronicle News

Jagdalpur, May 16: The
South-West Monsoon en-
ters Chhattisgarh via
Bastar and it is expected to
knock the region a week
after reaching Kerala.
This year as per predic-
tions from IMD, Monsoon
is expected to reach Kerala
by May 27 and if every-
thing else remain normal,
then in ten days time i:e on
June 7, it is expected to
enter Chhattisgarh via
Bastar. Last year it was ex-

pected to reach Kerala by
May 31, but it landed on
June 3 and reached Bastar
by June 9.

Efforts were made to
contact the in-charge of
Meteorological depart-
ment office in Bastar divi-
sion hq's Meteorologist
RK Sori, but it was in vain
and thereafter IMD's land-
line No. was contacted
and it was also closed and
this shows that the
Meteorological depart-
ment of Bastar is more or
less in dead state.

Information about this
has been raised by the
journalists of Bastar and
what is ironical is that
journalists have to make
news about meteorology
contacting IMD's office in
IGKV in Raipur.

Due to this he farmers
of Bastar have been de-
prived of weather infor-
mation and when the

journalists approach
M e t e o r o l o g i c a l
Department's office in
Bastar, they say that infor-
mation can be obtained
from Raipur office.

Jagdalpur's meteorolog-
ical department's office
only study's the present
weather conditions and
spreads it to the Airport
and other concerned au-
thorities.

What is required on
part of Bastar divisional
hq's is to make its office in
Bastar more active and
functional, so that it
comes handy to farmers
of the region in case of
sudden change in weather
and can help them in sav-
ing their crops.

It is notable here that
moving forward the
South-West Monsoon
after hitting the Southern
states, reaches Bastar
around June 15, but this

year it is expected to
strike Kerala by May 27
and so it is expected to
land in Bastar by June 7.

The arrival of timely
monsoon for the farmers
of Bastar and entire state
is very much beneficial
and comes as a big relief,
as the large number of
farmers taking up Khariff
crop is purely dependent
upon monsoon showers.

For areas with single-
crop, this monsoon will
increase their hopes for
better cultivation and the
delay may further come
as a big loss to farmers, as
it reduces their crop culti-
vation.

Majority of farmers of
Bastar generally do not
take benefit of crop insur-
ance and due to which
they have to face massive
loss if there is no timely
arrival of monsoon this
season.
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p Farmers of Bastar
deprived of exact
Meteorological
update

p Due to ineffective
working in
Meteorological
deptt of Bastar div.

Forest dwellers drying forest produce after collection. Villagers returning after collecting forest produce.

WWhhaatt  ffoorreesstt  ooffffiicceerr  ssaayyss……

"As per MSP
for the forest
produce de-
clared by the
state govern-
ment, in the
last one-and-

half months Mahua and honey
worth Rs 2.5 crore has been pur-
chased through samitis and also
timely payment is being done."

--  MMaayyaannkk  AAggrraawwaall
DFO, Forest Department

Gariabandh

St. Xavier’s chain of schools organizes ‘Aarohan’ National Karate C’ship on July 15
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Bilaspur, May 16: In
the office of
Chhattisgarh Olympic
Sangh a meeting was or-
ganized between
Chhattisgarh Olympic
Sangh Secretary

Gurucharan Singh Hora
and Karate Sangh GS
Avinash Sethi, a deci-
sion was taken to organ-
ize National Karate
Championship at Indoor
Stadium Bilaspur on
July 15 and 16.

In this championship

about 2000 players from
all over the country will
be participating. In this
meeting youth leader
from Bilaspur Tanmeet
Chabra and Bilaspur
Karate Sangh Secretary
Khetro Mahanand were
present.

‘CM Mitan Yojana
benefiting all’

Churikala, May 16: The
initiative
taken by
C h i e f
Minister
Bhupesh
Baghel to
m a k e
available
all the

certificates at door step
under CM Mitan Yojana
has been hailed by Nagar
Panchayat Churikala for-
mer president and MLA
Representative Ashok
Dewangan. He praised the
initiative taken in ensur-
ing benefit for the people.
Dewangan added that free
helpline has been issued
and anyone can call in this
number to get certificates
at doorstep.

Ashok Dewangan
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Fingeshwar, May 16:
Villagers of Gram Purena
have lodged complaint
with SDM Rajim that the
Kotawar of Purena
Anusiya Bai W/o Manglu
Devdas has been provided
land in Ph.H. NO. 16 RI
Mandal Rajim, Tehsil
Rajim, District
Gariyaband by the gov-
ernment as 'sewa bhoomi'
in Kh. No. 381, 384, 435,
76/1 with land area of 1.62
hect., 1.31 hect., 0.18 hect,
totalling 3.78 hect and in
other words 9.35 acre.

In the Kh. No 76/1 with
area of 0.63 hect, the
Patwari has shown paddy
crop being taken on 0.55
hect. in the Girdwari and

in Khariff year 2021-22,
Anusuiya sold total of 20
quintal paddy.

But in this entire area,
no paddy was sown. In
this same way the Kotwar
Anusuiya Bai in nexus
with the Patwari has pre-
sented wrong 'Girdwari'
report and posed econom-
ic loss to the state govern-
ment and action should
be taken against him.

On this complaint, it
was in the presence of
two RIs and Patwari and
one complainant and non-
complainant that the
Tehsildar Fingeshwar
conducted site visit. In
this inspection, the
Tehsildar found the
'Mahua' tree lying in the
ground in Kh. No. 839.

A 'panchnama' of the
same was made on May 14
and investigation was
done of felling of 'Mahua'
tree on the government
land given to Santram,
S/o Manglu Devdas.

It is notable here that
Santram Devdas is son of
Gram Purena Kotawar
Anusuiya Bai Devdas and
it signifies an old proverb
that if mother is a Kotwar
than whom to fear.
During inspection the
Tehsildar also found ille-
gal encroachment in
Gram Kotwar on addi-
tional government land
than the one allocated to
her.

It is learnt that in Gram
Kotwar, Anusuiya Bai has
doen encroachment on

land No. 375, 211 and 839,
whereas she has been pro-
vided 'sewa bhoomi' sepa-
rately by the state govern-
ment.

Applicant villagers
Rekhuram Sahu, Sambhu
Ram Sen, Mahendra
Kumar Sahu, Anand
Ram, Lomesh Sahu,
Shekhuram Sahu,
Neelam Sahu informed
that in the 'sewa bhoomi'
allocated to Anusuiya,
paddy crop is taken just
in 4.50 acre out of total 9
acre land provided to her.

But selling of 136
quintal paddy by her on
MPS should be investi-
gated and it is only after
thorough inquiry by the
officer that final report
would be known.

ABC Public School cent percent
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Kharora, May 16: The
result of the Class 10th
Board exam of ABC
Public School in Saragaon
was cent percent and all
the students of the School
passed in first division
and brought laurels to
their School, villagers and
family members.

ABC Public School is
the only School in
Saragaon, where the stu-

dents are imparted educa-
tion, along with values,
discipline and character
building and it is through
these values imbibed that
the School got such good
results.

Yogita Verma of the
School secured 88% marks
and topped in the School
and she got distinction in
all the subjects. Muskan
Chakradhari and Chetana
Dewangan got 79% and
78% marks and were in

second and third place.
For this achievement,

the School management
has extended greetings to
the Principal, teachers
and parents and has
taken a decision to pro-
vide scholarship to all
the toppers taking admis-
sion in Class 11th. The
Principal of the School
too has extended greet-
ings to all the children
and parents on behalf of
the School family.

Yogita Verma tops with 88% marks

Case filed against
youth threatening

girl on mobile
Kharora, May 16: A girl
students studying in
Amity University has
lodged complaint in
Kharora thana against a
person threatening her on
her mobile. In the com-
plaint it was informed that
it is chatting on the social
media that she has been
threatened and scolded
and used indescent words.
She was warned of throw-
ing acid and outraging her
modesty, if she lodges
complaint. A case has
been filed against the ac-
cused Manish Basant (22),
R/o Takathpur and matter
has been taken under in-
vestigation.

Villagers lodge complaint 
against Gram Kotawar

For selling 136 quintal paddy in MSP and for felling of ‘Mahua’ tree on govt land

DC inspects health centers
to upgrade health facilities
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Mungeli, May 16: District
Collector Gaurav Kumar
Singh, here inspected
Health Centers in village
Temri and Mungeli apart
from inspecting
Government hospital to up-
grade health centres. He in-
spected equipments, medi-
cine stocks, potable water
available and diagnostic
centers, including general
hygiene and sanitation.

The Collector also inter-
acted with outdoor pa-

tients and inquired about
distribution of medicine
and number of patient's
registered, and gave neces-
sary instruction to staff
concerned.

He expressed displeas-
ure over the lack of sys-
tematic operation at
Ayush Department for eld-
erly patients. CEO Zila
Panchayat D S Rajput,
Mungeli Sub Divisional
Officer Revenue, CMHO
Dr. Madhulika Singh, DPO
Utkarsh Tiwari and others
staff were present.

Parliamentary Secy wishes 
for happiness, peace and 

prosperity of Bastar
Central Chronicle News

Jagdalpur, May 16: MLA
Jagdalpur and
Parliamentary Secretary
Rekhchand Jain partici-
pated in the prestige cere-
mony of the newly built
Mata Mandir in village
panchayat Sidmud and
prayed for the happiness
and prosperity of
Chhattisgarh and Bastar.
On this occasion, he
prayed for happiness,
peace and prosperity by of-
fering prayers to
Dhavadaveer Baba along
with Kusumadei Mata,
Pardesin Mata and Kali
Telmin Mata.

Addressing the crowd
assembled, Jain said that
Mata Gudi is the center of
our faith and belief, our
government is continuous-
ly working for the restora-
tion of Mata Gudi and we

pray to Dhavadavir Baba
along with Mata Kusmadei
Mata, Pardesin Mata and
Kali Telmin Mata for the
happiness, peace and pros-
perity of this region.

On this occasion, along
with Parliamentary
Secretary Rekhchand Jain,
District Panchayat mem-
ber and Block President
Neelu Ram Baghel,

Sarpanch village Sidmud
Haribandhu Nag,
Lakheshwar Retailam,
Mukund Singh Thakur,
Sukhdev Baghel, Priest
Manbodh Baghel, Tularam
Kashyap, Sampat Nag,
Chaituram Nag and
INTUC Congress State
General Secretary Vijay
Singh and villagers were
present in large numbers.

BUDDHA JAYANTI IN HARIDWAR

Devotees gather at the banks of river Ganga on the occasion of Buddha Purnima festival, at Har Ki Pauri Ghat in Haridwar, Monday.

GYANVAPI MOSQUE SURVEY 

Commissioner of Varanasi Deepak Agrawal interacts with media during the third and last day of a videographic

survey at Gyanvapi Mosque complex, in Varanasi, Monday.

Left parties call for protests
from May 25 to 31

New Delhi, May 16:

The Left parties have
called for a nationwide
protest against inflation
and unemployment, start-
ing May 25 to 31 while also
rolling out a list of de-
mands in front of the
Centre.

The parties have also di-
rected their units across
the country to carry out a
coordinated nationwide
struggle during the stated
period. Rolling back of sur-
charges/cess on petroleum
products, restoration of
the wheat supplies through
the Public Distribution
System (PDS), strengthen-
ing the PDS by the distribu-
tion of essential commodi-
ties including pulses and
edible oil feature in their
list of demands.
“Unabated galloping price

rise is imposing unprece-
dented burdens on the peo-
ple. Crores are suffering
and are pushed into deeper
poverty with growing
hunger pangs. Coming on
top of unprecedented and
growing levels of unem-
ployment, this is com-
pounding people’s mis-
eries,” said a joint state-
ment by the Left parties.
“Over the last year, the
prices of petroleum prod-
ucts have increased by 70
per cent, vegetables by 20
per cent, cooking oil by 23
per cent and cereals by 8
per cent. Wheat, the staple
diet of crores of Indians, is
seeing a price rise of over
14 per cent, making it unaf-
fordable. Wheat procure-
ment has declined,” added
the statement enumerating
the instances of inflation
in the country.

IAS trainee officers visit
Andaman & Nicobar Command
Port Blair, May 16 (PTI):

Indian Administrative
Service (IAS) Trainee
Officers of the 2021 Batch
visited the Andaman and
Nicobar Command (ANC)
as part of Defence
Attachment tour. The
Andaman and Nicobar
Command (ANC) is the first
integrated theatre com-
mand in India with head-
quarters at Port Blair.

The 107 IAS trainee offi-
cers on arrival at ANC HQ
on May 12 were briefed on
the strategic dimensions of
the Andaman and Nicobar
Islands and given an
overview of the integrated
operations and operational
challenges of the command
in order to better under-
stand the operational capa-
bility of the Andaman and
Nicobar Command, a press

release issued by the ANC
said on Monday. The trainee
officers thereafter visited
the ANC’s Army
Component at Birchgunj,
Air Force Component,
Coast Guard Headquarters,
Coast Guard Ships, Navy
Ships and Naval Ship
Repair Yard (NSRY). They
were also taken for ‘Day at
Sea’ onboard an Indian
Navy ship. The visit provid-
ed the IAS officer trainees
an opportunity to appreci-
ate the multi-faceted,
unique integrated and
strategic aspects of the
Command. It also helped
them to get a first hand in-
sight into the aspects in-
volved in protecting 836
Andaman and Nicobar
Islands, their coastline and
the Exclusive Economic
Zone associated aspects, the
release added.
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2 killed
i Itanagar: Two people

died when their house
was hit by a massive
landslide triggered by
incessant downpour,
near Punjabi Dhaba
here, police said on
Monday. A woman is
still trapped inside the
mud house, which
came crashing down
Sunday night due to
the impact of the
landslide, Capital
Superintendent of
Police (SP) Jimmy
Chiram said. While
two bodies have been
retrieved from the de-
bris, the fate of the
woman is yet to be
known, he said. An
operation is under-
way to rescue her, the
SP added.

Rain
i Dharamshala:

Thunderstorm and
rain along with light
hailstorm are expect-
ed in parts of
Himachal Pradesh
from Monday to
Wednesday, bringing
respite from the pre-
vailing heat spell.
Rain and snowfall are
likely in higher alti-
tude areas of the state,
the Meteorological de-
partment said in
Shimla on Monday.
Due to fresh western
disturbance in mid
troposphere levels
with its axis at 5.8 km
above mean sea level,
light to moderate
thunderstorm or rain-
fall is expected, it said.

Mercury dips
i Bhopal: Residents of

Madhya Pradesh are
likely to get a respite
from the severe hot
weather this week as
the temperature has
started going down
and the mercury is ex-
pected to dip further
over the next few
days, a MeT official
said on Monday. On
Saturday, Nowgaon
and Khajuraho in
Chhatarpur district
sizzled at 48 degrees
Celsius and the maxi-
mum temperature at
both the places slight-
ly dipped to 47 degrees
Celsius on Sunday.
The mercury is ex-
pected to go down fur-
ther from Tuesday.

Stones hurled 
i Rajgarh: A group of

people allegedly
threw stones at the
wedding venue of a
Dalit man in Madhya
Pradesh’s Rajgarh
district, following
which the marriage
procession was taken
out under police pro-
tection, an official
said on Monday. Five
people were arrested
in connection with
the incident which
took place in Piplayia
village on Sunday
night, he said. Some
influential people
from the village, most-
ly members of the
Dangi community, al-
legedly hurled stones
at the wedding venue
as they were against
the Dalit groom com-
ing to their village
with the ‘baraat’ (cele-
bratory procession),
Jirapur police sta-
tion’s inspector
Prabhat Gaur told PTI.

Tiny robots
i New Delhi: Nano-

sized robots manipu-
lated using a magnetic
field can help kill bac-
teria deep inside the
teeth, and boost the
success of root canal
treatments, according
to a study by re-
searchers at the
Indian Institute of
Science (IISc)
Bengaluru. Root canal
treatments are rou-
tinely carried out to
treat tooth infections
in millions of
patients.

New Delhi, May 16 (PTI):

Slamming the anti-en-
croachment drive being
carried out in various
parts of the city, Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal
on Monday said if bull-
dozers raze shops and
houses of 63 lakh people
in Delhi, which are con-
sidered illegal, it will be
the “biggest destruction”
in independent India.

At a meeting with Aam
Aadmi Party MLAs on
the matter, Kejriwal told
them that they should be
ready to go to jail for op-
posing the anti-encroach-
ment drive being carried
out by the BJP-led munic-
ipal corporations in vari-
ous parts of Delhi.

“They are reaching
colonies with bulldozers
and razing any shop and
house. Even if people
show them papers to
prove that the structure is
not illegal, they do not
check them,” he said.

“Delhi has not been

made in a planned
way.More than 80 per cent
of Delhi can be called ille-
gal and encroached. Does
that mean you will de-
stroy 80 per cent of
Delhi?” he said in an on-
line briefing.

The party is against the
way the anti-encroach-
ment drive is being car-
ried out, he said, adding
nearly 50 lakh people stay
in unauthorised colonies,
10 lakh in ‘jhuggis’ and
there are lakhs of people
who have modified bal-
conies or done something
that does not conform to
original maps.

“That means homes
and shops of 63 lakh peo-
ple will be bulldozed. This
will be the biggest de-
struction happening in
independent India,” he
said.

While noting that the
Aam Aadmi Party is
against encroachment
and wants Delhi to look
beautiful, he said razing
homes and shops of 63
lakh people will not be tol-
erated.

“In the last 15 years, the
BJP was in power in MCD
and took money. Their
tenure will be ending on
May 18. Do you have con-
stitutional power to take
such a big decisions. Let
elections happen and let
that party take the deci-
sion.Everyone knows that
the AAP will come to
power in MCD,” he said.

He assured people that
the AAP will solve the
problem of encroach-
ment and people residing
in unauthorised colonies
will get ownership rights.

CM Kejriwal targets BJP over
anti-encroachment drive

Jammu, May 16:

PDP chief Mehbooba
Mufti on terrorism in J-K
and the Gyanvapi mosque
issue. “We created a safe
atmosphere for Kashmiri
pandits. In 2010, 2016 dur-
ing peak unrest, no killing
happened. “The movie
Kashmir Files has also
triggered it. They’re creat-
ing Hindu-Muslim issues
to distract from real topics
and are after Gyanvapi
mosque now. “They are
after all our mosques. Give
us a list of all mosques you
are eyeing... They are after
Gyanvapi mosque now.
Would everything be okay
when they take all of it?”

The BJP’s Jammu and
Kashmir unit chief
Ravinder Raina on Sunday
visited the Sheikhpora

camp of the Kashmiri
Pandit employees protest-
ing the killing of Rahul
Bhat to express solidarity
with them and said the
mistakes of the 1990s will
not be repeated.

Bhat, who had got the
job of a clerk under the
special employment pack-
age for migrants in 2010-
11, was gunned down by
terrorists inside the tehsil
office in Chadoora town of
central Kashmir’s
Budgam district on
Thursday.

Kashmir Files triggered 
terrorism in J-K: Mehbooba

Srinagar, May 16 (PTI):

The BJP’s Jammu and
Kashmir unit chief
Ravinder Raina on Sunday
visited the Sheikhpora
camp of the Kashmiri
Pandit employees protest-
ing the killing of Rahul
Bhat to express solidarity
with them and said the
mistakes of the 1990s will
not be repeated.

Bhat, who had got the
job of a clerk under the
special employment pack-
age for migrants in 2010-
11, was gunned down by
terrorists inside the tehsil
office in Chadoora town of
central Kashmir’s
Budgam district on
Thursday.

Protests were held at
several places in the Union
Territory over the killing
as well as the “failure” of

the administration to pro-
vide security to Kashmiri
Pandit employees. Police
used batons and tear
smoke shells at
Sheikhpora in Budgam on
Friday to quell the protest.

The L-G on Sunday or-
dered an inquiry into the
use of force against the
protesters. According to a
BJP spokesperson, Raina
visited Sheikhpora along
with party General

Secretary (Organization)
Ashok Koul and paid rich
tribute to Rahul Bhat.
They expressed solidarity
with the protesting
Kashmiri Pandits. Raina
said the mistake done in
the 1990s, ostensibly refer-
ring to the exodus of
Kashmiri Pandits due to
militancy, will not be re-
peated time and again.

“Everyone has equal
rights in the Jammu and
Kashmir. Kashmiri
Pandits too have the same
right to live in Kashmir.
Here Kashmiri Muslims,
Kashmiri Sikhs, Kashmiri
Pandits lived in harmony
and will remain so,” he
said.

Raina said, “We will
fight against terrorism
firmly. We are not afraid of
anything and will not run
away from here.”

Mistakes of 1990s won’t be repeated, will fight

against terrorism firmly: J-K BJP chief Raina

Bhubaneswar, May 16 (PTI):

The opposition BJP has
released a list of 40 star
campaigners including
five Union Ministers who
will campaign for the
party candidate in the by-
election to the
Brajrajnagar Assembly
seat. The list submitted to
the Election Commission
of India by the Odisha BJP
unit included names of
Union Ministers - Piyush
Goel, Dharmendra
Pradhan, Pralhad Joshi,
Ashwini Vaishnaw and
Biseswar Tudu.

The other prominent
leaders in the list are
Odisha BJP president
Samir Mohanty, state in-
charge D Purandeswari,

national vice-president
Baijayant Panda,
Bhubaneswar MP
Aparajita Sarangi, for-
mer Union minister
Pratap Sarangi, MP
Suresh Pujari and former
Chhattisgarh chief min-
ister Raman Singh.

The saffron party has
fielded its former MLA
Radharani Panda for the
May 31 by-poll to
Brajrajnagar assembly
segment. Panda had won
the seat in the 2014 gener-
al elections. The ruling
Biju Janata Dal has field-
ed former Brajrajnagar
MLA Kishore Mohanty’s
wife Alaka Mohanty after
the death of her husband
in December last year
while the Congress candi-

date is veteran leader and
former Assembly
Speaker Kishore Patel.
The Congress was also
planning to invite
Chhattisgarh Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
and youth leader
Kanhaiya Kumar to cam-
paign for its candidate.
The ruling BJD is yet to
announce its prominent
campaigners. As per the
notification the byelec-
tion will be held on May
31. The last date for with-
drawal of nominations is
May 17. The counting of
votes has been scheduled
for June 3.

A total of 2,14,261 voters
are eligible to exercise
their franchise in the
Brajrajnagar bypoll.

Five Union Ministers to campaign
for BJP candidate in Brajrajnagar

Assembly bypoll

New Delhi, May 16 (PTI):

Counter-terrorism ex-
perts from India, Pakistan
and other member states of
the Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation (SCO) on
Monday deliberated on
boosting cooperation in
combating various regional
security challenges at a
meeting hosted by New
Delhi. The meeting is tak-
ing place under the frame-
work of the SCO’s Regional
Anti-Terrorist Structure.

A major focus of the dis-
cussions was to be on the
situation in Afghanistan, es-
pecially in dealing with the
threat from terrorist groups
active in the Taliban-ruled
country, people familiar
with the meeting said.
Pakistan has sent a three-
member team for the meet-

ing. India assumed the
chairmanship of the
Council of Regional Anti-
Terrorist Structure of SCO
(RATS SCO) on October 28
for a period of one year.

India has shown keen in-
terest in deepening its secu-
rity-related cooperation
with the SCO and its
Regional Anti-Terrorism
Structure (RATS) which
specifically deals with is-
sues relating to security and
defence. A similar confer-
ence was organised by India
in December which was
participated by all the mem-
ber states. The SCO is an in-
fluential economic and se-
curity bloc and has emerged
as one of the largest transre-
gional international organi-
sations. The member states of
the SCO are Russia, China,
India, Pakistan, Kyrgyz

Republic, Kazakhstan,
Tajikistan and Uzbekistan.
Afghanistan is among the ob-
server states of the SCO.

“I thank India for hosting
the key meeting of the
Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation’s anti-terror
body Regional Anti-Terrorist
Structure in New Delhi today.
The security & humanitarian
situation has worsened in
Afghanistan over the past 9
months,” Afghan envoy Farid
Mamundzay tweeted. “We ex-
pect this meeting to raise and
propose solutions to all im-
portant issues related to the
security situation in
Afghanistan. Sincere region-
al security cooperation par-
ticularly from neighbouring
countries is the only way for-
ward for peace & develop-
ment in Afghanistan and in
the region,” he added.

India hosts SCO-RATS meet; focus
on situation in Afghanistan

Banswara, May 16:

Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi on Monday ac-
cused Prime Minister
Narendra Modi of destroy-
ing the country’s economy,
which was “strengthened”
by the former UPA govern-
ment.

At a rally in Rajasthan’s
Banswara district, he also
charged that the BJP and
Prime Minister Modi want
to create two Hindustans,
with one for the rich and
select two-three industrial-
ists and the other of
Dalits, farmers, the poor
and underprivileged. The
Congress, he said, wants
only one Hindustan.

The Congress leader,
who has been targeting
the government over the
state of the economy and

issue of unemployment,
said, “The BJP govern-
ment has attacked our
economy. PM did demon-
etisation, wrongly imple-
mented GST due to which
the economy got de-
stroyed. UPA worked to
strengthen the economy
but Narendra Modi caused
harm to our economy”.

Slamming the ruling
party at the Centre, he
charged that the BJP
wants to create two
Hindustans and we want
one Hindustan.

BJP govt has created two
Hindustans: Rahul
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PLATINUM JUBILEE CELEBRATION

Queen Elizabeth II departs following the A Gallop Through History Platinum Jubilee celebration at the Royal
Windsor Horse Show at Windsor Castle in Windsor, England.

BORIS JOHNSON OFFERS CONDOLENCES

This photo made available by Ministry of Presidential Affairs shows, British Prime
Minister Boris Johnson, left, offers his condolences to President of the UAE and Ruler
of Abu Dhabi, on the passing of Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan, late President of
the UAE, in Abu Dhabi, UAE.

BRIEF
Oil embargo

Brussels: The
European Union’s
top diplomat says
there is no guarantee
that the 27-nation
bloc will be able to
quickly agree on a
new set of sanctions
against Russia, as a
small group of coun-
tries led by Hungary
oppose an oil embar-
go. The European
Commission pro-
posed on May 4 a
sixth package of
Ukraine war sanc-
tions that included a
ban on oil imports
from Russia.
Hungary is one of a
number of land-
locked countries that
are highly dependent
on Russian oil, along
with the Czech
Republic and
Slovakia. Bulgaria
also has reserva-
tions. EU foreign pol-
icy chief Josep
Borrell says we will
do our best in order
to deblock the situa-
tion.

Bus flips 
Surabaya
(Indonesia): A
tourist bus with an
apparently drowsy
driver slammed into
a billboard Monday
on a highway on
Indonesia’s main is-
land of Java, killing
at least 14 people and
injuring 19 others,
police said. The bus,
carrying Indonesian
tourists from
Surabaya, the capital
of East Java
province, was re-
turning from a trip
to Central Java’s
Dieng Plateau, a pop-
ular mountain re-
sort, when it hit the
billboard on the
Mojokerto toll road
just after dawn, East
Java traffic police
chief Latief Usman
said. Television news
showed police and
medical personnel
removing victims
from the bus, which
crashed just 400 me-
ters (yards) before
the highway exit.

Three shot 
Milwaukee (US):
Milwaukee police on
Sunday were investi-
gating three separate
overnight shootings
in which a 17-year-
old boy and two men
in their 20s died. The
shootings followed a
night of violence in
which 21 people were
shot and wounded in
three other attacks
near the Fiserv
Forum in downtown
Milwaukee as the
Bucks were taking
on the Boston Celtics
in Game 6 of their
NBA playoffs series.
Those shootings led
authorities to impose
an 11 p.m. curfew on
Saturday and
Sunday. The Bucks
cancelled a fan watch
party for Sunday af-
ternoon’s decisive
Game 7.

People shot 
Laguna Woods
(CA): Multiple peo-
ple were shot Sunday
at a church in
Southern California,
authorities said. The
shooting happened
at an unnamed
church on the 24000
block of El Toro
Road in the city of
Laguna Woods, the
Orange County
Sheriff ’s
Department said on
Twitter. We have de-
tained one person
and have recovered a
weapon that may be
involved, the depart-
ment said.
Paramedics were
treating and trans-
porting multiple pa-
tients, the Orange
County Fire
Authority tweeted.

Seoul (South Korea), May 16 (AP):

North Korean leader Kim
Jong Un criticised officials
over slow medicine deliver-
ies and mobilized the mili-
tary to respond to a surge in
suspected COVID-19 infec-
tions, as his nation strug-
gled to contain a fever that
has reportedly killed dozens
and sickened nearly a mil-
lion others in a span of
three days.

North Korean health au-
thorities said Monday that
eight more people died and
an additional 392,920 were
newly found to have fever-
ish symptoms. That brings
the death toll to 50 and ill-
nesses to more than 1.2 mil-
lion, respectively. It’s a
sharp jump from six dead
and 350,000 sick reported
last Friday, a day after the

North said that it found that
an unspecified number of
people in capital Pyongyang
tested positive for the omi-
cron variant. Kim has ac-
knowledged that the fast-
spreading fever, highly likely
driven by COVID-19, is caus-
ing great upheaval in the
country, and outside experts
say the true scale of the out-

break is likely much bigger
than what’s described in the
state-controlled media. Some
suspect that North Korea has
understated its fatalities or
illnesses to shield Kim’s lead-
ership from criticism. The
North likely lacks test kits
and other tools to detect
virus carriers with no or
mild symptoms, which

means that several million
might already have been in-
fected. When people die,
North Korean authorities
will say they’ve died of over-
work or from natural deaths,
not because of COVID-19,
said Nam Sung-wook, a pro-
fessor at Korea University in
South Korea. Nam said the
North is likely understating
the death toll to protect the
dignity of its supreme leader.
While neighboring South
Korea and China have of-
fered to send medical sup-
plies and other help, experts
say it’s too late to inoculate
the North’s 26 million people,
and that the only realistic
outside help would be offer-
ing limited supplies of vac-
cines to reduce deaths among
high-risk groups, including
the elderly and people with
preexisting conditions.

Kim blasts pandemic response as
North Korean outbreak surges

Beijing, May 16 (AP):

China’s sluggish econo-
my is reviving as anti-
virus curbs are eased and
businesses in its commer-
cial capital of Shanghai
are allowed to reopen, a
Cabinet official said
Monday, while data
showed April factory and
consumer activity was
even weaker than expect-
ed.

About half of the 9,000
biggest industrial enter-
prises in Shanghai are
back at work after con-
trols that shut down most
of the city starting in late
March eased, said Fu
Linghui, director of statis-
tics for the National
Bureau of Statistics.

The ruling Communist

Party is trying to reverse a
deepening slowdown
without giving up zero-
COVID tactics that also
have shut down sections of
Beijing and other major
cities to isolate every in-
fected person.

Private sector econo-
mists have cut economic
growth forecasts for this
year to as low as 2 per
cent, well below the ruling
party target of 5.5 per cent
and last year’s 8.1 per cent
expansion.

We believe the opera-
tion of the economy is
gradually improving in
May as logistics is un-
blocked to ensure smooth
access and support is in-
creased for the real econo-
my, Fu said at a news con-
ference.

The restrictions that
confined most of
Shanghai’s 25 million peo-
ple to their homes prompt-
ed concern global manu-
facturing and trade might
be disrupted, adding to up-
ward pressure on inflation
in the United States and
Europe.

Ruling party leaders
said after a May 5 meeting
that containing outbreaks
would take priority over
the economy.

Anti-virus controls have
shut down factories and
other businesses or sus-
pended access to industri-
al centers including
Changchun and Jilin in
the northeast and
Shenzhen and Guangzhou
in the south, as well as
smaller cities.

China’s economy reviving as
anti-virus curbs ease

Islamabad, May 16 (PTI):

Pakistan will “turn
into Sri Lanka” if former
prime minister Imran
Khan is arrested and the
new government will be
responsible for that, for-
mer interior minister
Sheikh Rasheed Ahmed
has warned.

Rasheed, while ad-
dressing a press confer-
ence in Faisalabad on
Sunday, said that the in-
cumbent coalition gov-
ernment had become di-
rectionless and was un-
able to handle the situa-
tion.

Responding to a ques-
tion, Rasheed said that if
Khan is arrested, the
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) has already devised

a strategy to deal with the
situation.

“Pakistan will turn
into Sri Lanka if Imran
Khan is arrested and
these people (the current
government) will be re-
sponsible for that.,”
Rasheed said.

Pakistan Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
has accused Imran Khan
of planning to trigger a

civil war in the country
and warned of legal ac-
tion for concocting a nar-
rative against the coun-
try’s national institu-
tions.

“I don’t want Pakistan
to turn into Sri Lanka,”
he said, adding that the
country was nearing de-
fault. Sri Lank is current-
ly facing the worst eco-
nomic and political crisis
in its history ever since it
gained independence in
1948. “Shahbaz Sharif,
you should address the
nation and declare
whether you’re going to
go to the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) or
not,” he said, adding that
the country has fallen
short of USD 6 billion
within a month.

Taking a jibe at the
Pakistan Democratic
Movement (PDM), a coali-
tion of parties that suc-
cessfully toppled the PTI-
led government through
a motion of no-confi-
dence, Rasheed said that
Khan had become the na-
tion’s hero despite his
ouster.

“The politics of 11 par-
ties have died and the
time to give respect to the
vote has ended because
votes were sold for Rs 250
million,” he said.

He said the state insti-
tutions should take all
stakeholders on board,
form a national govern-
ment, appoint a techno-
crat prime minister, and
hold the elections by
September.

Pakistan will ‘turn into Sri Lanka’ if Imran
Khan is arrested: Sheikh Rasheed

Lahore, May 16 (PTI):

A top ruling party leader
in Pakistan Maryam Nawaz
has vowed that if ousted
Prime Minister Imran
Khan showed proof of the
alleged assassination plot,
the Pakistan government
would offer him more secu-
rity cover than what is
being currently provided to
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif.

Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz Vice-President
Maryam’s comments came
after Khan claimed on
Saturday that a conspiracy
to assassinate him was
being hatched in Pakistan
and abroad, warning that if
anything happens to him,
the people will come to

know about the perpetra-
tors through a video mes-
sage he has recently record-
ed and placed in a safe
place.

A conspiracy is afoot to
take my life. I got full
knowledge of this conspira-

cy a few days ago. The con-
spiracy is being hatched
here and abroad against me
in closed rooms. I have
recorded a video about this
conspiracy, naming all
those involved in it. If
something happens to me

then the people will come to
know who were behind this
conspiracy, Khan had said
during a rally in Sialkot in
Punjab province.

Maryam, niece of Prime
Minister Shehbaz, cast as-
persions on Khan’s star-
tling claims and asked him
to release the video immedi-
ately so that appropriate
measures could be taken.

We will ensure provision
of security to Imran even
more than that of Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif if
he (Imran) produces the
video in which he has
recorded names of those
who has made a plan to as-
sassinate him, Maryam
said during a rally in
Pakistan’s Gujrat district’s
Kotla on Sunday.

Maryam dares former Pak PM Imran Khan
to show proof of assassination plot Beijing, May 16 (AP):

Nearly one in 25 people in
a county in the Uyghur
heartland of China has
been sentenced to prison on
terrorism-related charges,
in what is the highest
known imprisonment rate
in the world, an Associated
Press review of leaked data
shows. A list obtained and
partially verified by the AP
cites the names of more
than 10,000 Uyghurs sent to
prison in just Konasheher
county alone, one of dozens
in southern Xinjiang. In re-
cent years, China has waged
a brutal crackdown on the
Uyghurs, a largely Muslim
minority, which it has de-
scribed as a war on terror.

The list is by far the
biggest to emerge to date
with the names of impris-

oned Uyghurs, reflecting
the sheer size of a Chinese
government campaign that
swept an estimated million
or more people into intern-
ment camps and prisons. It
also confirms what families
and rights groups have said
for years: China is relying
on a system of long-term in-
carceration to keep the
Uyghurs in check, wielding
the law as a weapon of re-
pression.

Under searing interna-
tional criticism, Chinese of-
ficials announced the clo-
sure in 2019 of short-term,
extrajudicial internment
camps where Uyghurs were
thrown in without charges.
However, although atten-
tion focused on the camps,
thousands of Uyghurs still
languish for years or even
decades in prison on what

experts say are trumped-up
charges of terrorism.

Uyghur farmer Rozikari
Tohti was known as a soft-
spoken, family-loving man
with three children and not
the slightest interest in reli-
gion. So his cousin,
Mihrigul Musa, was
shocked to discover Tohti
had been thrown into
prison for five years for reli-
gious extremism.

Never did I think he
would be arrested, said
Musa, who now lives in
exile in Norway. If you saw
him, you would feel the
same way. He is so earnest.

From the list, Musa found
out Tohti’s younger brother
Ablikim Tohti also was sen-
tenced to seven years on
charges of gathering the
public to disturb social
order.

Uyghur county in China has highest
prison rate in the world

Laguna Woods (US), May 16 (AP):

A man opened fire dur-
ing a lunch reception at a
Southern California
church on Sunday, killing
one person and wounding
five senior citizens before
being stopped and hog-
tied by parishioners in
what a sheriff ’s official
called an act of excep-
tional heroism and brav-
ery.

Four of the five people
wounded suffered critical
gunshot injuries during
the violence at Geneva
Presbyterian Church in
the city of Laguna
Woods, Orange County
Sheriff ’s Department of-
ficials said.

The suspect in the
shooting, an Asian man
in his 60s, was in cus-
tody and deputies recov-
ered two handguns at
the scene, Undersheriff
Jeff Hallock said.

A motive for the
shooting wasn’t imme-

diately known but inves-
tigators don’t believe the
gunman lives in the com-
munity, he said.

The majority of those
inside the church at the
time were believed to be
of Taiwanese descent,
said Carrie Braun, a
sheriff ’s spokesperson.

Between 30 and 40
members of the Irvine
Taiwanese Presbyterian
Church were gathered for
lunch after a morning
church service at Geneva

when gunfire erupted
shortly before 1:30 pm, of-
ficials said.

When deputies arrived,
parishioners had the gun-
man hog-tied and in cus-
tody.

That group of church-
goers displayed what we
believe is exceptional
heroism and bravery in
intervening to stop the
suspect. They undoubted-
ly prevented additional
injuries and fatalities,
Hallock said.

California churchgoers detained
gunman in deadly attack

I f you had invested 100
(US 122) in the cryp-

tocurrency Luna a month ago,
you might have been quietly
confident you'd made a sensi-
ble bet. But Luna's value has
since fallen drastically at the
time of writing, that 100 is
worth around 4p (5 ).

Luna was by no means the
only victim in a week where
cryptocurrencies were down
30%. Some have recovered to a
certain extent, but this still
represents an aggregate
seven-day loss of over US 500
million ( 410 million), prompt-
ing existential questions
about the future of the mar-
ket.

This crash was possibly
triggered by a financial attack
on the stablecoin Terra (UST),
which is supposed to match
the US dollar but is presently
trading at just 18 cents. Its
partner coin, Luna, subse-
quently collapsed.

An attack of this kind is ex-
tremely complex, and involves
placing multiple trades in the
crypto market in an attempt to
trigger certain effects which

can provide the attacker with
significant gains.

In this case these trades
caused Terra to fall, which in
turn brought its partner coin
Luna down too. Once this was
noticed, it caused panic,
which in turn sparked market
withdrawals, which then
caused further panic. Some
(but not all) stablecoins rely to
a large extent on perception
and confidence and once this
is shaken, big falls can come
into effect.

Crucially, the recent major
falls in cryptocurrencies have
called into question just how
stable stablecoins really are.
After all, they are designed to
have practically zero volatility
by maintaining a peg to some
other underlying asset.

Yet the effects seen this
week spilt over in to the whole
crypto space, to create single
day losses akin to or arguably
worse than a Black
Wednesday for crypto (Black
Wednesday was the day in
1992 when speculators forced
a collapse in the value of the
pound). Even the leading sta-
blecoin Tether lost its peg,
down to 95 cents on the dollar,
perhaps demonstrating the
need for regulation. For if sta-
blecoins aren't stable, then
where is crypto's safe space?

Crypto confidence
How investors respond will

be key to the future of cryp-
tocurrencies. We have already
seen panic and despair, with
some comparing this crash to
a traditional run on the banks.
But with bank runs, cus-

tomers tend to be worried that
their bank will be unable to
give them their money, rather
than worrying that their
money has become worthless.

A more accurate compari-
son is with stock market
crashes where investors
worry that the stocks and
shares they hold may soon be
worthless. And so far, reaction
to this crypto crash suggests
that a large section of crypto
holders view their invest-
ments in a similar way.

Notwithstanding historical
price volatility, there is a basic
assumption often seen in in-
vestor behaviour: that the
asset price will increase, and
will keep on doing so. In this
scenario the investor doesn't
want to miss out. They see the
asset rising, consider it a sure
thing and then invest.

Frequently buoyed by ini-
tial successes, the investor
may then put in more.
Combine this with social
media and the fear of missing
out on inevitable gains, and
the investments continue.

Put simply, many will have
invested in cryptocurrencies
because they believed it would
make them richer. This belief
has no doubt been shaken.

But another motivation for
investing in cryptocurrencies
may be a belief in their trans-
formational nature, the idea
that cryptocurrencies will
eventually replace traditional
forms of financial exchange.

For these investors, any in-
crease in the value of a cryp-
tocurrency is a demonstration

of the increasing power of
cryptocurrency over tradi-
tional money. But likewise, a
significant decline in the
value of crypto is not simply a
monetary loss it is an ideologi-
cal one.

At the same time though,
this ideological stance creates
an investor group far less like-
ly to sell in the face of any
sharp fall. And it is this group
which may yet provide hope
for the sector.

In established stock market
crashes we talk of a return to
fundamental value . The fun-
damental value of crypto is
frequently assumed to be zero.
However, perhaps there is at
least some fundamental value
which is based on belief. The
size of the investor pool who
own cryptocurrency because
they believe in its long term
future, and the promise of a
new money, may determine
that fundamental value of
crypto.

Indeed, if we consider cryp-
tocurrency investors as differ-
ent groups with different mo-
tivations, we can better under-
stand the behaviours we are
seeing. Investors can perhaps
take solace that we may have
seen the worst of this crash
and that better times may be
ahead. But as any financial
adviser will tell you, in crypto
as in any other market, noth-
ing is guaranteed.
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Delhi fire incident
The shocking fire acci-

dent in Delhi is heart-

breaking with so many

lives succumbing to the un-

expected inferno. The time-

ly intervention of the Fire

Brigade has helped rescue

many people who were in

at that time in the building.

The cause of the fire in the

three-storey building is not

known, but authorities

state that one reason could

be an electrical short cir-

cuit. Investigations are

going on to find out the

cause. Also Read - Change

in Tripura Every time an

incident like this happens

we make a big hue and cry,

become extra aware, go in

for all sorts of campaigns

and compensations and

talk about prevention

methods. As days roll on,

we are back to square one.

We completely forget and

wake up when another

tragedy occurs. Lack of

preparedness, readiness to

tackle fire accidents - be it

due to short circuits or any

other reason - and lack of

awareness makes us vic-

tims of infernos. Also Read

- 51 years of India-

Bangladesh ties: Deeper

than the ocean and higher

than the Himalayas? The

so many people charred to

death again pose a big

question - when are we

going to learn our lessons?

Be it hospitals or hotels, of-

fice buildings, movie halls

or malls, people may not

have the slightest bit of

idea about the escape

routes, layouts and other

possible ways of escape in

case of an inferno. The

staff of the establishments

concerned should be pre-

pared to rescue or at least

guide the guests to safety.

Buildings should have a

common way to exit that

anyone, irrespective of age

and gender, should be able

to identify and escape im-

mediately. Big buildings

should have proper fire and

electricity safety devices

and these must be checked

occasionally. Staff, espe-

cially in sensitive places

like hospitals, schools and

hotels, should take part in

mock drills and be ever

ready in case of emer-

gency. Schools and colleges

should include fire disaster

management lessons in

their physical education

curriculum so that we can

groom citizens who can

face such emergencies

boldly, wisely and bravely,

and even help the weak and

those who are very young.

M Pradyu, Kannur

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

WHAT THEY TWEET!

AAnnaassuuyyaa  BBhhaarraaddwwaajj
@@aannuussuuyyaakkhhaassbbaa

My dear twitter family..
With a very grateful heart..
full of love and happiness.. I
want to thank each and
everyone who has wished
me with kind words on my
birthday and all the lovely
things you said for my new
filmsâ€™ looks.. Donâ€™t
want to flood your timeline

with my (1/2).

AAsshhookk  GGeehhlloott@@aasshhookkggeehhlloott5511

Wishing a very happy birthday

to my ministerial colleague

Pratap Singh Khachariyawas ji.

May God bless him with happi-

ness, good health and a long life.

@PSKhachariyawas

AAmmiisshh  DDeevvggaann@@AAMMIISSHHDDEEVVGGAANN

Be it Bengal or Maharashtra

where are champions of free

speech , Person is slapped &

mobbed for writing his opinion

. Where is Gang who lectures

on FOE & Press Freedom?

AAjjaayy  DDeevvggnn@@aajjaayyddeevvggnn

Buddham Sharanam

Gachami, Dhammam

Sharanam Gachami,

Sangham Sharanam

Gachami.

AArriinnddaamm  BBaaggcchhii@@MMEEAAIInnddiiaa

Taking forward our cultural ties.PM @narendramodi and PM @SherBDeuba perform  Shilanyas ceremo-
ny of the India International Centre for Buddhist Culture & Heritage.

JJeeffff  BBeezzooss@@JJeeffffBBeezzooss
In fact, the administration tried hard
to inject even more stimulus into an
already over-heated, inflationary
economy and only Manchin saved
them from themselves. Inflation is a
regressive tax that most hurts the
least affluent. Misdirection does-
nâ€™ help the country.

O ne of the novel manifestations of India's soft power initiatives is
sustainable cultural diplomacy and Buddhism is a crucial compo-

nent of it due to its historical significance. India is applying the principles
of 'Sanskriti evam Sabhyata' (cultural and civilizational links), desiring to
leverage its age-old rich cultural links with other countries as a part of its
non-coercive soft power strategy. The Buddhist faith, due to its emphasis
on peaceful co-existence and its wide pan-Asian presence, lends itself
well to soft-power diplomacy. In Buddhism, there is a prominence of all
the places that are associated with Lord Buddha. Buddhists seek the fra-
grance of Buddha's teachings and quest for inner bliss. India has most of
the Buddhist sites of immense importance such as Bodh Gaya, Nalanda,
Rajgir, Vaishali, Sarnath Varanasi, Shravastiand Kushinagar etc. Further,
India has nurtured its image of being a protector of the persecuted be-
cause of the presence of the Dalai Lama in Dharamshala following the
brutal suppression of Tibetan Buddhists by China.Above all, India is try-
ing her best to further relations with other Buddhist countries and create
conversation between multiple streams of this faith. We should remem-
ber that in 2011, India hosted the Global Buddhist Congregation to mark
the 2,600th anniversary of the Buddha's enlightenment. India, in collabo-
ration with Nepal, identified a number of tourist circuits that transgress
national borders, including the identification of a Buddhist tourist circuit
such as Lumbini and Kapilavastu, Sarnath, Bodh Gaya etc. Also, the joint
statement released following the BIMSTEC Leaders' Retreat in 2016 un-
derlined the organization of a Buddhist circuit within the region. In
October 2016, the '5th International Buddhist Conclave' was held in
Varanasi, Hindu-Buddhist Initiative on Conflict Avoidance in Bodh Gaya.
India also organized international conferences that facilitated interaction
between members across sectarian and national boundaries such as
'Buddhism in the 21st Century' conference at Rajgir in 2017. The opening
of the Nalanda University is another example of India's commitment for
reconstructing Asian values and ethos for the long-term benefit of Asia,
and indeed the world.

India's Prime Minister Narendra Modi is scheduled to visit Lumbini
(Nepal) on May 16, 2022 which is Lord Buddha's birthplace and recog-
nized as a UNESCO world heritage site. The Indian Prime Minister is ex-
pected to pay his reverence at the Mayadevi temple, which marks the
birthplace of the Lord Buddha, born more than 2,600 years ago. Nepal's
Prime Minister Sher Bahadur Deuba is also expected to join Prime
Minister Modi to mark the occasion of Buddha Purnima. This would be the
second Summit level interaction between the two Prime Ministers in less
than two months after Deuba travelled to India for a bilateral visit in April,
2022. This would also mark Modi's first visit to Nepal since he was re-
elected in 2019. In his previous term, he visited Nepal on four occasions,
including twice in 2014 and twice in 2018. In May, 2018, Modi had under-
taken similar religious and cultural visits when he visited Janakpur and
Muktinath. It should be noted that Buddhism is one of the largest religions
in the world. Modi's visit to Lumbini would follow a revitalization of ties
after Deuba's visit to Delhi in early-April 2022, when four agreements and
a number of infrastructure projects were launched. The four agreements
are Nepal officially joining the international solar alliance, Indian technical
assistance to Nepal's railway sector, cooperation in the field of petroleum
sector and exchange of expertise between Nepal Oil Corporation and
Indian Oil Corporation. Deuba's visit to India and Modi's visit to Nepal
would produce mixed results but at the least, it has resumed high-level
political engagement between the two countries. It has also brought nor-
malcy to Nepal's geo-strategic debate by bringing India back into the fold.
It gives a strong message that India is not only promoting the spiritualism
and Buddhism in its own land but also in Nepal. Deepening ties with Asian
nations on the basis of Buddhism could potentially feed into larger policy
objectives of the government of India, namely, the 'Neighbourhood First'
policy, and the 'Act East' policy. Conclusively, Buddhist diplomacy shall
help India reinforcing its relations with Asian countries that clearly re-
flects India's vision of the peaceful co-existence and happy world.

Reinvigorating 
India-Nepal relations

Y outh (age group 15-24) are almost five times more likely to be un-
employed than adults across the Asia and the Pacific, and when

they secure a work it is often in the informal economy with low wages
and poor working conditions. After the COVID-19 pandemic, they are
now facing additional labour market barriers with long-term repercus-
sion for their earnings and life chances. An ADB brief on â€œYouth
Employment Support in Asia and the Pacific: What Worksâ€  says that
youth employment is a complex socioeconomic challenge that defies
simple analysis or solutions. Understanding the complexities can help
shift the emphasis of the policies, programs, and investments that are
needed. As youth employment remained stubbornly weak after the
2008 global financial crisis, a key consensus emerged that the root
causes of problems faced by youth exist on both the supply and de-
mand side of the labour market. It is not only about young people hav-
ing inadequate or irrelevant skills and competencies to be employable,
but also about the scarcity of quality jobs for youth. Many young people
in the region cannot afford to be unemployed. Youth labour participa-
tion in the region is higher than in other parts of the world. A majority of
young people are locked in informal employment, working in precarious
situation, under poor conditions, and for low pay. Prior to the COVID-19
pandemic, 84 per cent of the regions youth compared with 69 per cent
of adult had no access to social protection. The data is important since
the region houses about 55 per cent of the worldâ€™s youths.
Moreover, extreme or moderate working poverty, ie living on less than
$3.20 a day) affected one in four young workers, a rate notably higher
than the 18 per cent for adults. Further, rates of youth not earning or
learning have remained persistently high. 

In 2019, there were more than 160 million young people, ie around a
quarter of regionâ€™s youth population, not in employment, education,
or training (NEET) and this rate has been on the rise since 2012. In South
Asia, the NEET rate was highest at 30 per cent. It is obviously a great con-
cern for India since it is the largest and most populated country in South
Asia. ADB and ILO had said in their report in 2020 that for some young
people, age combines with other vulnerabilities â€“ including gender,
sexual orientation, disability, migrant status, and remote or rural loca-
tions â€“ to compound disadvantage. For instance, young women make
up nearly three quarters of NEET in Asia and the Pacific, with many hav-
ing responsibilities at home for care and/or subsistence production work.
The difficulties youth face in securing quality jobs are caused by con-
straints on both sides of the labour market. The employment challenge is
not only about getting young people into quality jobs (the supply side). It
is also about whether sufficient quality jobs are available (the demand
side). On supply side, young people are not being well prepared for the
world of work. In South Asia, over half (54 per cent) of the youth popula-
tion are projected to leave education without the 21st century skills re-
quired to be employable across 2020-30. Moreover, this subregion is ex-
pected to have the largest youth labour force in the world until 2040. It in-
dicates disconnect between educational systems and labour market as
well as lack of enabling support structures, such as affordable childcare.
Several countries are facing significant talent shortages.

New jobs for youth 
becoming scarce
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The Vatican Media shows Pope Francis blessing a toddler from the popemobile car within a canonization mass at St.
Peter's Square in The Vatican, during which the Pope created 10 saints including India's Devasahayam, French hermit
Charles de Foucauld and Dutch theologian Titus Brandsma.

GAVIN BROWN

Cryptocurrencies: why they’ve crashed 
and what it could mean for their future

NNaarreennddrraa  MMooddii@@nnaarreennddrraammooddii

On Buddha Purnima we recall
the principles of Lord Buddha
and reiterate our commitment
to fulfil them. The thoughts of
Lord Buddha can make our plan-
et more peaceful, harmonious
and sustainable.

POPE FRANCIS BLESSING A TODDLER
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New model

Mumbai: Electric
two-wheeler startup
Odysse on Monday an-
nounced the expan-
sion of its product
range with the launch
of a new scooter
model V2 and and its
variant V2+ with dual
water resistant bat-
tery. The V2 is priced
at Rs 75,000 while V2+
carries a price tag of
Rs 97,500. Both the
prices are ex-show-
room, the company
said in a release.
Apart from
Ahmedabad, it is also
producing vehicles
from facilities in
Mumbai and
Hyderabad. Currently,
it has four models —
E2go, Hawk+, Racer
and Evoqis. Odysse
plans to roll out two
more products this
year which will take
its product range to
seven models.

MoU signing
New Delhi: Bank of
Maharashtra (BoM)
has signed an agree-
ment with the
Ministry of Science
and Technology for
opening a Central
Nodal Agency (CNA)
account for imple-
menting a central sec-
tor scheme under the
ministry. As per the
memorandum of un-
derstanding (MoU),
BoM will open a CNA
account as well as sub-
sidiary accounts of
the implementing
agency through which
the funds will reach
the end beneficiaries
and vendors under the
central sector scheme,
the bank said in a
statement on Sunday.

Overall growth

Hyderabad:
Telangana IT and
Industries Minister K
T Rama Rao on
Monday said
Hyderabad has been
growing not just in in-
formation technology,
but across many sec-
tors like life sciences,
aerospace and de-
fence. That is exactly
how Hyderabad has
been growing also, not
just in one area but I
think across in many,
many sectors. Not just
information technolo-
gy, (but) life sciences,
aerospace, defence, I
can go on, he said.

Climate change
New Delhi:
Development and up-
scaling of ‘low carbon-
emitting technologies’
(LCETs) in the chemi-
cal industry is crucial
to address climate
change but are strongly
affected by the political
and legal environment,
a new white paper said
on Monday.Releasing a
new dashboard on the
impact of policy on
LCETs in seven juris-
dictions — the
European Union,the
US,China,Japan,
Saudi Arabia,United
Arab Emirates and the
UK— along with the
paper,the World
Economic Forum said
these seven are jointly
responsible for about 50
per cent of global green-
house gas emissions.

New Delhi, May 16: 

The Reserve Bank’s de-
cision to raise benchmark
interest rates and the like-
lihood of a good monsoon
will help in containing in-
flation, Sanjiv Bajaj, the
newly-elected president of
industry body CII, said on
Monday. “I do believe that
we are now in an era of
higher interest rates. This
will help us in bringing
down inflation, at least a
part of that going for-
ward,” Bajaj said, address-
ing his maiden press con-
ference after taking over
as the CII chief.

He said various factors
combined with the hope of
a strong monsoon “should
put us in a better place” by
the second half of the year
for policymakers to decide
where inflation and inter-
est rates move. Bajaj ob-
served that the rise of in-
flation has two aspects —
demand and supply side.
“RBI has already started
the cycle of taking interest
rates up and we should ex-

pect interest rates to con-
tinue moving up in the
coming year. We would ex-
pect from RBI a clear di-
rection to how they are
going to address interest
rates. Hopefully in the
next monetary policy re-
view we should be able to
hear from them something
to that extent,” he said. CII
estimates India’s GDP
growth to be in the band of
7.4 - 8.2 per cent, depend-
ing upon the global oil
prices. The industry
body’s theme for 2022-23 is
Beyond India@75:
Competitiveness, Growth,
Sustainability, and
Inter nationalisation.
Sharing the likely growth
scenarios for the Indian

economy for this year,
Bajaj, said, “CII expects
the GDP growth in a range
of 7.4-8.2 per cent in 2022-
23, with the outlook criti-
cally hinging on the trajec-
tory of global crude oil
prices.” He was address-
ing the media for the first
time after taking over as
president CII. He further
explained, “global head-
winds and inflation will
have to be countered with
robust policy reforms,
both domestic and exter-
nal sector reforms, to un-
lock the growth potential
of the economy.”

Bajaj said tailwinds that
are supportive of growth
in the short-term include
government capex, private
sector investment which is
showing an uptick aided
by strong demand in some
sectors and the PLI
( P r o d u c t i o n - L i n k e d
Incentive) scheme push in
the others, good agricul-
ture season on the back of
the expectations of a good
monsoon and positive ex-
port momentum.

RBI’s move to raise rates, good monsoon will
help in containing inflation: CII president

Mumbai, May 16: 

State-owned Canara
Bank is expecting an 8-10
per cent growth in ad-
vances as well as a healthy
double-digit rise in corpo-
rate loan portfolio in the
current financial year, its
Managing Director and
CEO L V Prabhakar said
on Monday. In the fiscal
ended on March 31, 2022,
the lender’s gross ad-
vances grew by 9.77 per
cent.

“Last year (FY22), we
had targeted a loan growth
of 7.5 per cent and closed
the year at 9.77 per cent.
For FY23, we have given
guidance of a minimum
growth of 8 per cent.
However, going with the
present trend, we expect
that we will grow at 10 per
cent,” Prabhakar told PTI
in an interaction. “Overall
we are targeting that by
March 2023 our balance
sheet size will be more
than Rs 20 lakh crore as
compared to Rs 18.27 lakh
crore today,” he said. The

bank’s Retail, Agriculture
and MSME (RAM) seg-
ment, which constitutes 57
per cent of its total loan
book, rose by 10.94 per cent
in the previous fiscal.
Within, retail grew by 9.51
per cent, agriculture by
12.75 per cent and MSME
by 9.87 per cent.

Corporate loan book,
which witnessed a growth
of 8.27 per cent in FY22, is
expected to grow at 10 per
cent. The bank is seeing a
good traction in corporate
loan portfolio and has a
pipeline of Rs 65,000-70,000
crore. “We are getting a lot
of inquiries as far as infra-
structure, renewable ener-

gy and manufacturing sec-
tors are concerned. At
least we are having about
Rs 65,000-70,000 crore of
corporate loan proposals
with us for appraisal.
“Already, we have under-
written Hybrid Annuity
Mode (HAM) projects
worth Rs 35,000 crore,
which will be disbursed in
the current year,” he said.
On capital raising plan,
Prabhakar said with re-
duction in risk-weighted
assets to 72 per cent from
78 per cent earlier and
higher Capital to Risk-
weighted Assets Ratio
(CRAR) at 14.90 per cent,
the requirement for capi-
tal has also reduced. “As of
now, we don’t require any
capital but to be future
ready, we will be raising at
an appropriate time tak-
ing into consideration the
yields,” he said, adding
that the bank will look to
raise Rs 9,000 crore
through issuance of addi-
tional tier I and tier II
bonds in the latter part of
the fiscal.

Canara Bank eyes 8-10 pc loan growth;
rise in corporate credit this fiscal

Tea industry 
worried over rising

coal costs: TAI
Kolkata, May 16:
Leading industry body Tea
Association of India (TAI)
on Monday flagged the
issue of rising coal costs
due to acute shortage
which is affecting planta-
tion activity as it is an im-
portant input for manufac-
turing in North Bengal.
TAI said since the North
Bengal region does not
have access to supplies of
natural gas, which is avail-
able in the gardens of
Upper Assam, this causes
the North Bengal gardens
to face competitive disad-
vantages.

Association sources said
that the issue of minimum
wages in a labour inten-
sive industry like tea, the
cost of production on ac-
count of wages is always
higher compared to other
less labour intensive in-
dustries. According to esti-
mates, the cost of labour
on account of wages is al-
most 60 per cent , which is
much lower than those of
other labour intensive sec-
tors, TAI said.

New Delhi, May 16: 

A day after announcing
USD 10.5 billion deal to ac-
quire Holcim’s India busi-
ness, the Adani family has
made an open offer to ac-
quire a 26 per cent stake
each in its two listed com-
panies Ambuja Cements
and ACC Ltd from public
shareholders. The Asia’s
richest man Gautam
Adani’s group on Monday
through its Mauritius-
based subsidiary
Endeavour Trade and
Investment has made an
open offer at Rs 385 per
share for Ambuja Cements
Ltd and Rs 2,300 per share
for ACC Ltd. For Ambuja
Cements, Adani group has
made an open offer to its
public shareholders to ac-
quire up to 51.63 crore eq-

uity shares, representing
26 per cent of the expand-
ed share capital, aggregat-
ing to a total consideration
of Rs 19,879.57 crore. While
for ACC Ltd, Adani group

has offered to acquire up
to 4.89 crore shares held by
public shareholders, rep-
resenting 26 per cent of
the expanded share capi-
tal, aggregating to a total

consideration of Rs
11,259.97 crore.

This would be “subject
to the receipt of the
Required Statutory
Approval,” it said. The
public announcement was
jointly issued by ICICI
Securities and Deutsche
Equities India, the joint
managers to the open offer
at bourses. This open offer
has been triggered follow-
ing the execution of the
share purchase agreement
between the Adani group
and Holchim to acquire
controlling stake in the lat-
ter’s businesses in India
“for an aggregate consid-
eration of USD equivalent
to Rs 50,181.04 crore”.
Endeavour Trade and
Investment is promoted by
Acropolis Trade and
Investment Ltd.

Adani offers to acquire 26% of Ambuja
Cements and ACC from open market

Adani Group Chairman Gautam Adani with Holcim CEO
Jan Jenisch. Adani Group has announced deal to 

acquire Holcims businesses in India for USD 10.5 bn.

New Delhi, May 16: 

The price of CNG in
the national capital has
been hiked by Rs 2 per
kg, the 12th increase in
rates in just over two
months. CNG in the na-
tional capital territory of
Delhi now costs Rs 73.61
per kg, up from Rs 71.61
per kg, according to the
information posted on
the website of
Indraprastha Gas Ltd
(IGL) — the firm which
retails CNG and piped
cooking gas in the na-
tional capital and adjoin-
ing cities. This is the 12th
increase in price since
March 7.

In all, the CNG price
has risen by Rs 17.6 per
kg during this period.
This includes a Rs 7.50
per kg hike in the month
of April alone. In the last

one year, prices have in-
creased by Rs 30.21 per
kg or 60 per cent, accord-
ing to data compiled by
PTI. However, the rates
of gas piped to house-
hold kitchens, called
piped natural gas (PNG),
remain unchanged at Rs
45.86 per scm. City gas
distributors have been
periodically raising
prices since October last
year, when domestic as
well as international gas
prices started to climb as
economies the world
over recovered from the
pandemic-induced slow-
down. Prices rose by Rs
8.74 per kg in the last
three months of 2021,
and from January there
was a steady increase of
about 50 paise a kg al-
most every week. The
rates have gone up after
the government more

than doubled the price of
natural gas to USD 6.1
per million British ther-
mal unit from April 1.
Natural gas when com-
pressed becomes CNG
for use as fuel in automo-
biles. The same gas is
piped to household
kitchens and industries
for cooking and other
purposes.

Mahanagar Gas
Limited (MGL) has
priced Compressed
Natural Gas (CNG) at Rs
76 per kg in Mumbai.
Prices vary from city to
city depending on the in-
cidence of local taxes
such as VAT. The in-
crease in CNG prices fol-
lows a Rs 10 per litre hike
in petrol and diesel
prices in 16 days and a Rs
100 per cylinder increase
in the cooking gas LPG
rates.

CNG price hiked by Rs 2 per kg

Mumbai, May 16:

Despite the World Gold
Council’s projection of a
dip in consumer demand
for the precious metal this
fiscal on the back of rising
prices and record imports
last fiscal, a foreign bro-
kerage report has suggest-
ed that the demand may
rise more than generally
projected as households
may snap up the metal as a
hedge against spiralling
inflation.

Gold imports rose 33.34
per cent to USD 46.14 bil-
lion in FY22 to 837 tonnes
or 1.5 times above the pan-
demic low in FY21 and 12
per cent more than the
pre-pandemic average of
FY16-20, leading to a high-
er current account deficit
that’s seen at 3 per cent of
GDP, government data
showed last month.

Imports were only
worth USD 34.62 billion in

the pandemic-hit FY21.
After a record USD 54 bil-
lion worth of imports in
FY13, inward gold ship-
ments have been waning
and had fallen to USD 28
billion in FY20 but then
began to rise again and
scaled USD 25 billion in
FY21 and further to a tad
over USD 46 billion FY22.

Gold imports are pro-

jected to marginally de-
cline to USD 43 billion in
FY23, according to UBS
Securities India report re-
leased on Monday.

The surge in gold im-
ports in FY22 contributed
to the widening of the
trade deficit to USD 192.41
billion as against USD
102.62 billion in FY21.
India is the world’s second-

biggest gold consumer
after China. The imports
are largely driven by the
jewellery industry. The
gems & jewellery exports
grew about 50 per cent to
about USD 39 billion in
FY22. Current account
deficit widened to USD 23
billion or 2.7 per cent of
GDP in the first three
quarters, according to the
RBI data. “Our regression
analysis suggests that a 1
per cent point increase in
inflation leads to 2.6 per
cent rise in gold demand.
While the economic rami-
fications of persistently
high inflation, stretched
equity market valuations,
recent losses in equity
markets retail investors
and still low deposit rates
can make a case for gold as
an alternative asset class
for the households in the
near term,” UBS
Securities India said in a
note on Monday.

Spiraling inflation may boost gold demand as a hedge: Report

New Delhi, May 16:  

The tablet market in
India grew 68 per cent
year-on-year in the first
quarter ended March 2022,
with Lenovo leading the
chart, a Cybermedia
Research report released
on Monday said.
According to the report,
tablet shipments are likely
to register a healthy 10-12
per cent growth in 2022.
The 4G tablets recorded 74
per cent year-on-year
growth during the report-
ed quarter. “Driven by the
pandemic and the continu-
ous rise and ebb of the
COVID-19 cases, many of
the sectors are persisting
with hybrid or remote
work. This is continuing to
fuel the adoption of tablets
for work, e-learning and
content consumption use
cases. “The education and

healthcare sector have con-
tributed to the uptick in
the overall tablet market in
India,” Cybermedia
Research (CMR) analyst-
industry intelligence
group Menka Kumari said.
Shipment of tablets with 8
inches display constituted
26 per cent of the overall
shipments in the Indian
market while tablets with
10-inch and above displays
contributed to 61 per cent
of the shipments. “Lenovo

maintained the first posi-
tion in the region, mainly
driven by its commercial
business and retail mar-
ket. Lenovo Tab M8 (HD)
(Wi-Fi+4G) 2GB 32GB se-
ries garnered 32 per cent
market share, primarily in
the value for money (Rs
7,000-25,000) segment.
Lenovo shipments record-
ed a remarkable 48 per cent
year-on-year (YoY) growth
in the first quarter of
2022,” the report said.
Apple and Samsung regis-
tered a 22 per cent market
share each, followed by
Realme and Lava in the
March 2022 quarter.
Kumari said the tablet
market in India is going to
gain strength with the in-
creasing availability of 5G-
capable tablets, as well as
with new market entrants,
such as Xiaomi with its
Pad 5.

Indian tablet market grows 68% in
March 2022 quarter; Lenovo leads

New Delhi, May 16:

Jet fuel prices on
Monday were hiked by a
steep 5.3 per cent - the
tenth straight increase
this year — to an all-time
high, in line with a surge
in global energy prices.
The price of aviation tur-
bine fuel (ATF) — the fuel
that helps aeroplanes fly
— was hiked by Rs 6,188.25
per kilolitre, or 5.29 per
cent, to Rs 1,23,039.71 per
kl (Rs 123 per litre) in the
national capital, according
to a price notification of
state-owned fuel retailers.
This is the 10th straight in-
crease in jet fuel prices
this year. Meanwhile,
petrol and diesel prices re-
mained unchanged for the
41st straight day after ris-
ing by a record Rs 10 per
litre each. Jet fuel prices
are revised on the 1st and
16th of every month, while

petrol and diesel rates are
revised daily, based on
equivalent rates in the in-
ternational market. Petrol
and diesel prices were
hiked by Rs 10 a litre be-
tween March 22 and April
6 and have remained on
freeze thereafter. State-
owned oil firms have of-
fered no reason for keep-
ing petrol and diesel prices
on freeze while raising
ATF rates.

Petrol costs Rs 105.41 a
litre in the national capital
and diesel is priced at Rs
96.67 per litre. The in-
crease in ATF price comes
on the back of the steepest
ever hike of 18.3 per cent
(Rs 17,135.63 per kl) effect-
ed on March 16 and a 2 per
cent (Rs 2,258.54 per kl) in-
crease on April 1. Prices
were increased by a mar-
ginal 0.2 per cent on April
16, followed by a Rs 3,649.13
per kl (3.2 per cent) hike on

May 1. ATF in Mumbai
now costs Rs 1,21,847.11
per kl, while it is priced at
Rs 1,27,854.60 in Kolkata
and Rs 1,27,286.13 in
Chennai. Rates differ from
state to state, depending
on the incidence of local
taxation.

Fuel rates have been in-
creased in India because
energy prices globally
have risen on the back of
supply concerns following
Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine and demand re-
turning after being hit by
the pandemic.

India is 85 per cent de-
pendent on imports to
meet its oil needs. While
oil prices have eased from
a near 14-year high of USD
140 per barrel, it continues
to trade above USD 100. On
Monday, Brent - the
world’s most used bench-
mark - was trading at USD
109.76 per barrel.

ATF price hiked by 5.3 pc, 10th increase this year

New Delhi, May 16:  

The country’s largest
lender State Bank of India
has raised its marginal cost
of funds based lending rate
by 10 basis points or 0.1 per
cent across all tenures, a
move that will lead to an in-
crease in EMIs for borrow-
ers. This is the second hike
in a month raising the cost
by 0.2 per cent with the two
consecutive increases. The
revision follows an off-
cycle rate increase by the
Reserve Bank earlier this
month. The central bank
hiked the repo rate — at
which it lends short term
money to banks — by 0.40
per cent to 4.40 per cent.
The lending rate revision
by SBI (State Bank of
India) is likely to be fol-
lowed by other banks in the
days to come. With the in-

crease, EMIs will go up for
those borrowers who have
availed loans on MCLR
(Marginal Cost of Funds
based Lending Rate), not
for those, whose loans are
linked to other bench-
marks. SBI’s External
Benchmark based Lending
Rate (EBLR) is 6.65 per
cent, while the Repo-
Linked Lending Rate
(RLLR) is 6.25 per cent ef-
fective April 1.

Banks add Credit Risk
Premium (CRP) over the
EBLR and RLLR while giv-
ing any kind of loan, in-
cluding housing and auto
loans. The revised MCLR
rate is effective from May
15, as per the information
posted on SBI website.
With the revision, one-year
MCLR has increased to 7.20
per cent from 7.10 per cent
earlier.

SBI hikes lending rate
by 0.1%, EMIs to go up

New Delhi, May 16:  

India’s petrol and diesel
consumption jumped in
May as pick up in the eco-
nomic activity as well as
the start of the harvesting
season aided the return of
demand, a preliminary in-
dustry data showed on
Monday. Petrol sales grew
14 per cent during the first
half of May when com-
pared with the same peri-
od in the preceding month,
while diesel demand rose
1.8 per cent. Cooking gas
LPG, which last month
saw consumption declin-
ing because of high prices,
posted a 2.8 per cent rise in
sales during May 1-15.
Petrol sales by state-owned
fuel retailers, which con-
trol roughly 90 per cent of
the market, at 1.28 million
tonnes during May 1-15

were 59.7 per cent higher
than the same period last
year and 16.3 per cent
higher than the period in
2019, preliminary industry
data showed. The con-
sumption was 13.9 per cent
more than the 1.12 million
tonnes of sales in the first
half of April 2022.

Diesel, the most-used
fuel in the country, saw
sales jumping 37.8 per cent
year-on-year to 3.05 mil-
lion tonnes in the first half
of May. This was, however,
1.5 per cent lower than
sales in April 2019. It was
1.8 per cent higher than
2.99 million tonnes of con-
sumption during April 1-
15 this year. Industry
sources said consumption
in May is higher because
of demand returning after
high prices in the previous
month cut demand.

Petrol, diesel sales
rebound in May

I t was not even a week
ago when cine-goers

have seen her portraying
the character of a mother in
her latest released Punjabi
film 'Maa'.

Now that actress Divya
Dutta is gearing up to flaunt
her on-screen avatar as a
mafia in the upcoming
'Dhaakad', she shares her
reasons to love her job that
allows playing a plethora of
emotions from a mother to a
mafia.

Divya said: "I have never
played a badass like Rohini
in the film. She is a mafia,
she is mean, delicious, dark
and sexy at the same time. I
do not know how but every
time between the action and
cut, something different,
something very mean traits
of the character will come
out in my performance and
our director would ask me,
'where is this meanness

coming from Divya?' I would
laugh and reply, 'don't make
me feel guilty about it!'

"Honestly speaking, the
more we explore character I
realised, we get a deep un-
derstanding of the human
mind and for an actor, it is
also a self-discovery. On one
hand, I am playing the char-
acter of Manjit Kaur in
'Maa', my Punjabi film that
was released a week ago;
and then it's the same me,
playing Rohini, a mafia! I
live my job, therefore, that
gets me a chance to play
from Maa to mafia!" smiled
the actress.

The film 'Dhaakad' is di-
rected by Razneesh Ghai
and it stars Kangana
Ranaut in the lead role,
alongside Arjun Rampal,
Sharib Hashmi, Saswata
Chatterjee. It releases in
theatres on May 20.

ACROSS

1. Actor ____ Pitt

5. Pea shells

9. Macaroni shape

14. Advertising symbol

15. Like Satan

16. ____ Gras

17. Hymnal word

18. Political Beatles song

20. Feudal estate

22. Craze

23. At this location

24. Main courses

26. Prince Charles’s sister

28. FDR’s wife

30. Ballpoint, e.g.

33. Drove back

37. Start of a Dickens title (2 wds.)

39. Land measure

40. Eat away

43. Sage

44. Warble

46. Used logic

48. Addition result

49. Sincere

52. Was a passenger

53. Poor farmer

58. Senate messenger

61. Copenhagen resident

63. Speed checker

64. Teen

67. Green fruit

68. Name tag

69. Lumber source

70. Golfers’ pegs

71. Sends forth

72. Fizzy drink

73. Soap bubbles

DOWN

1. Find fault with

2. Director ____ Polanski

3. Go-between

4. Benefactor

5. Part of mph

6. Supervisor

7. Opera singer

8. Motto

9. Outback bird

10. Wood turner

11. French cheese

12. Bloodhound’s clue

13. Burgundy, e.g.

19. Carson’s successor

21. Stagger

25. Fashion magazine

27. Gun rights group (abbr.)

29. Embellish

30. Hurt

31. Ultimatum word
32. Lack
33. Squealers
34. Light brown
35. Overly proper
36. Snaky fish
38. Tango need
41. Became more profound
42. Relaxation
45. Zodiac lion
47. Big Dipper component
50. States further
51. Responds
52. Rent again
54. Seasons
55. Farewell, to Pierre
56. Appointed
57. Lock of hair
58. Lacking color
59. Eve’s guy
60. Mongolian desert
62. Infamous emperor
65. City railways
66. Hot drink
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You might have some strong hesitations
during the day, Aquarius. You may have to
cover up the truth or, on the contrary, say
it out loud. If this is the case, say what’s on
your mind. You’ll be supported by the cur-
rent planetary positions, which will help
you formulate your ideas in a way that
won’t shock people, and, in fact, might
even sway them to your point of view.

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

It will be a stimulating day for you, Taurus!
You’ll feel great and have no trouble chan-
neling all your energy into your activities.
But don’t be surprised if you encounter
some resistance. As creative as your ideas
are, they may not suit everyone. In fact,
you could be confronted with some rebel-
liousness. Be persuasive and you’ll get your
way today.

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

You may have felt somewhat frustrated in

your initiatives over the past few days, Aries.

Either outside obstacles, such as events that

caused delays, or inner restraints, such as

your own apathy, presented a clear challenge

to you. Certain matters must be resolved

before you can make any real progress. The

day ahead may give you an opportunity to

settle these issues once and for all.

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

It will be a stimulating day for you,
Taurus! You’ll feel great and have no
trouble channeling all your energy into
your activities. But don’t be surprised if
you encounter some resistance. As cre-
ative as your ideas are, they may not suit
everyone. In fact, you could be confront-
ed with some rebelliousness. Be persua-
sive and you’ll get your way today.

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

Be careful not to lose your temper today,

Gemini. You’re chomping at the bit these

days, although your daring nature has been

reined in by financial and professional con-

straints. It’s useless to entertain grandiose

illusions at the moment. Moreover, if you

do, you can expect some confrontations. If

you’re advised to be more conservative,

heed the suggestion.

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

Today time will stop and might even seem

to go backward, Cancer. Use this pause to

reflect on your motivations. The clues from

the Zodiac seem to suggest that you’re cur-

rently settling questions that concern the

fate of another person. Perhaps you should

be spending an equal amount of time con-

sidering your own fate as well.

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

Overall, the climate is tense at work
and at home, Leo. You’ll sense a feeling
of restlessness and a longing for
change, but you’ll also feel a reluctance
to make any real moves in that direc-
tion. Your judgment tells you that com-
plaints that don’t lead to action are
meaningless. So why not be the cata-
lyst that provokes some action?

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Overall, the climate is tense at work
and at home, Leo. You’ll sense a feeling
of restlessness and a longing for
change, but you’ll also feel a reluctance
to make any real moves in that direc-
tion. Your judgment tells you that com-
plaints that don’t lead to action are
meaningless. So why not be the cata-
lyst that provokes some action?

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

You can interpret the day ahead as an
open-ended question about you, Virgo.
You may have noticed certain physical
or psychological aspects of yourself that
make you uncomfortable. The day
ahead may force you to take action to
correct that attitude. If you just share
your concerns with a friend or relative,
you’ll accomplish a great deal.

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

You have an unusual gift for making a situ-

ation seem less dramatic, Scorpio. Today,

you’ll witness crises of all kinds. You will be

the one who reassures people, and the one

who can sum up the situation objectively

without panicking or exaggerating. This,

coupled with your legendary calm, makes

for a great combination!

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

Dare to express your ideas without fear of
ridicule. This is what the planetary configu-
ration has to say to you today, Sagittarius.
And this is exactly what you need to hear,
because fear of ridicule is generally your
Achilles heel. The challenge for you is to
clearly say what you think without refer-
ring to or borrowing the ideas of others.
Dare to do it!

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

If you’ve always felt the desire to write, now is
the time to take the plunge, Capricorn. You
certainly don’t lack the imagination! Your
problem may be that you have difficulty tak-
ing your prose seriously. Don’t think about
being â€œA Writer.â€  Just write! And above
all, don’t hesitate to let people read what you
write. A writer’s group would be a great way
for you to come out of hiding.

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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A ctress
Taapsee

Pannu is all set to produce the film
'Dhak Dhak', a story of four women and

their life changing journey to the highest mo-
torable pass in the world, through her production

house Outsiders Films in collaboration with
Viacom18 Studios. The film stars Fatima Sana Shaikh,

Ratna Pathak Shah, Dia Mirza and Sanjana Sanghi as the
protagonists. 'Dhak Dhak', is co-produced by Taapsee,

Pranjal Khandhdiya and Ayush Maheshwari. The film is co-
written by Parijat Joshi and Tarun Dudeja & directed by Tarun

Dudeja. Taapsee says: "We have attempted to give audiences a vi-
sual experience that they have rarely seen on screen.
'Dhak Dhak' narrates the story of four women who

realise that freedom has to be owned and never given.
"Viacom18 Studios has been a crucial part of my jour-

ney in the film industry from 'Chashme Baddoor',
'Shabaash Mithu' and now to 'Dhak Dhak'. I am sure
that this ride will be an enriching one." Commenting

on the association, Ajit Andhare, COO, Viacom18
Studios says: "'Dhak Dhak' is a heart-warming story

of four women undertaking a trip breaking out of
their cocoons & discovering themselves through
this journey of introspection & adventure. This
was the perfect script and resonates well with the

DNA of our storytelling." Producer Pranjal
Khandhdiya adds: "'Dhak Dhak' is a first of its

kind story about four strong characters and a
memorable bike ride in the picturesque lo-

cations. 'Dhak Dhak' is sure to captivate
our audiences."The f ilm is now under

production and will hit cinema
screens in 2023.

D evi Ahilyabai Holkar’s accom-
plishments, wisdom and

courage have been an inspiration
for generations to come.
Celebrating Ahilyabai’s life jour-
ney, Sony Entertainment
Television’s Punyashlok Ahilyabai,
a historical magnum opus takes us
through the life journey of the
queen who not only brought peace
and prosperity with her impartiali-
ty but also proved that one becomes
great not by gender or birth but by
deeds. With the unwavering sup-
port of her father-in-law ‘Malhar
Rao Holkar’, Ahilyabai Holkar
paved the path for women rights, ed-
ucation and empowerment. The up-
coming episodes in Punyashlok
Ahilyabai will shed light on 'Dattak
Vidhan Adhyay' an important mile-
stone in Ahilyabai’s journey. The
upcoming track promises to keep
audiences intrigued as Ahilyabai, a
woman ahead of her time, encour-
ages a widowed woman to adopt a

child in an era when adoption was
frowned upon. Sharing her perspec-
tive, actress Aetasha Sansgiri who
portrays the role of Ahilyabai in
the show said "Ahilyabai Holkar
has brought about several revolu-
tionary and historic changes in so-
ciety, particularly for women and I

am only learning and growing as a
woman, having got an opportunity
to closely follow her life’s journey
and milestones."  

Tune in to Punyashlok
Ahilyabai, every Mon-Fri at 7:30
pm only on Sony Entertainment
Television!

Taapsee
Pannu set to

produce
Fatima Sana

Shaikh-starrer
‘Dhak Dhak’ 

‘Punyashlok Ahilyabai’
highlights an empowering initiative 

On the birth anniversary of
Dharmaveer Sambhaji Maharaj,
the second Chhatrapati of the
Maratha Empire, the makers of
the upcoming film, Chhava - The
Great Warrior released its
motion poster. The film is based
on the book titled Chhatrapati
Sambhaji Maharaj  written by Dr
Jaysingrao Pawar. Presented by
Malhar Pictures, produced by

Sunny Rajani and directed
by Rahul Janardan Jadhav,

Chhava - The Great Warrior
encapsulates the saga of

Sambhaji Maharaj's adventure
and bravery.  Talking about the
film, director Rahul Janardan
Jadhav says, "Shambhu Raje is a
true youth icon. The first prince
of the Swarajya, who began
studying politics from the age of

nine, had a strong command over
martial arts, literature and four-
teen languages ?. I wanted to
make a movie on a real super-
hero rather than a superhero of
my imagination." The film's pro-
ducer Sunny Rajani adds, "The
world's first bulletproof jacket
was invented by Sambhaji
Maharaj and the first biological
battle was fought by Shambhuraj
with intellect. He bent the
Mughals and the Portuguese,
made the British dance and
drowned Siddi in the river. He
was invincible till his last breath
and did not lose a single battle.
And we are fortunate and truly
glad enough to make a film about
his dynamic life."
CChhhhaavvaa  --  TThhee  GGrreeaatt  WWaarrrriioorr  wwiillll

ssoooonn  hhiitt  tthhee  tthheeaattrreess..

Motion poster 
of 'Chhava-The Great

Warrior' released 

Divya Dutta: Never have I ever
played a badass as I did in 'Dhaakad'

AAkksshhaayy  KKuummaarr
ssttaarrrreerr  ''PPrriitthhvviirraajj''
hhaadd  55,,000000  
ccoossttuummeess,,  550000  
ttuurrbbaannss  uusseedd  
dduurriinngg  sshhoooott  

AAkksshhaayy  KKuummaarr
ssttaarrrreerr  ''PPrriitthhvviirraajj''
hhaadd  55,,000000  
ccoossttuummeess,,  550000  
ttuurrbbaannss  uusseedd  
dduurriinngg  sshhoooott  

TT he makers of Akshay Kumar's

upcoming historical

'Prithviraj', which is based on the

life and valour of Prithviraj

Chauhan, had to create over 50,000

costumes and also used 500 differ-

ent types of turbans during the

shoot. Akshay Kumar says, "Rarely

do films take this much effort and

embark upon such monumental

tasks. Every element of our film

which is based on the life of Samrat

Prithviraj Chauhan has been dealt

with utmost sincerity, authenticity

and reverence. "We have paid

attention to the minutest details

while making the film because we

wanted this to be the most glorious

retelling of Samrat Prithviraj's life

on the big screen," he said. The

film's director Chandraprakash

Dwivedi says, "Detailing was key to

making a film like 'Prithviraj'. Like

for example, 500 different turbans

were created for the film. All these

were authentic replication of the

kinds of turbans worn by kings,

masses, people of various profes-

sions at that time. "We had an

expert on turban styling on the set

who would oversee the process of

these turbans being worn by our

actors," he said. He adds, "Over

50,000 costumes were handmade

for the film by a costume designer

who, along with his team, was spe-

cially flown in from Rajasthan to

stay in Mumbai and make these

costumes from scratch. He feels

glad that he had a producer like

Aditya Chopra who believed in his

vision for the film and backed him

completely to tell a story like this in

the grandest way possible.
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Mumbai, May 16 (PTI):

Their play-off chances
hanging by a thread,
Sunrisers Hyderabad will
need to snap their five-
match losing streak when
they take on an already
eliminated Mumbai
Indians in the IPL here on
Tuesday. It has been a
rollercoaster ride for SRH
who won five games in a
row before losing the next
five. SRH, if they win their
two remaining games in-
cluding the one against
MI, will jump to 14 points
and then be left hoping
that the other results go
their way to have an out-
side chance of making the
play-offs.

But a loss against
Mumbai at the Wankhede
stadium will surely elimi-
nate them, as there are al-
ready seven teams now
with 12 or more points.

Hyderabad will need to
put up a much improved
show with the bat. Skipper
Williamson is enduring a
wretched run in this sea-
son and the Kiwi has col-
lected just 208 runs from 12
games at an average of
18.92. He needs to find his
mojo. Head coach Tom

Moody defended the move
to open with an out-of-
form Williamson and the
New Zealander will need
to prove his coach right.

His opening partner
Abhishek Sharma, who
chipped in with a 43 in the
last game, needs to convert
the starts to big scores. But
the duo would have their
task cut out against a for-
midable Mumbai attack
on a track that helps pac-
ers. SRH have the neces-
sary fire-power in the mid-

dle-order with the likes of
Rahul Tripathi, Aiden
Markram and swashbuck-
ling Nicholos Pooran, but
consistency has been an
issue.

Their middle-order
crumbled in their last
game against Kolkata
Knight Riders, which they
lost by 54 runs, and hence
the three would need to
fire in unison. Equally
crucial is the role of
Washington Sundar and
Shashank Singh as finish-

ers. The formidable
Sunrisers pace attack in-
cludes Umran Malik, who
has been a revelation,
while the others like
Bhuvneshwar Kumar,
Marco Jansen, who can
trouble Rohit with the de-
livery that comes in, and
yorker specialist T
Natarajan have fared well.

The MI batters will need
to be wary of Malik, who
is improving after every
game and already has 18
wickets. MI will take confi-

dence from their five-wick-
et win over Chennai Super
Kings, whom they bundled
out for 97 and probably
look to dent SRH’s
chances.

But for Mumbai, the
form of skipper Rohit
Sharma and IPL’s costliest
buy Ishan Kishan are
huge concerns. The duo
needs to provide an ag-
gressive start, especially
in the absence of
Suryakumar Yadav.

Tilak Varma, who has
been one of the finds of
the season, once again
needs to shoulder respon-
sibility in the middle-
order, which lacks experi-
ence. And it wouldn’t be
easy for the likes of Daniel
Sams, Tim David, Tristan
Stubbs and Ramandeep
Singh to counter the var-
ied SRH attack.

As far as the MI bowling
is concerned, pacer Sams
is right on the money and
can wreak havoc at the
start. The ever-reliable
Jasprit Bumrah and Riley
Meredith have also played
their parts while rookie
spinner Kumar Kartikeya
Singh has been providing
necessary breakthroughs
in the middle overs.

SRH meet MI in must-win game

New Delhi,May 16 (PTI):
Asian Championships
bronze medallist
Nikhat Zareen (52kg)
secured India its first
medal at the IBA
Women’s World
B o x i n g
Championships in
Istanbul on Monday by
advancing to the semifi-
nals with a superb win.

Continuing her stellar
run from the prestigious
Strandja Memorial tour-
nament where she won
the gold earlier this year,
Nikhat out-punched
England’s Charley-Sian
Davison 5-0. The 25-year-
old Telangana boxer was
all pumped up in her high-
ly physical bout against
Davison. Both boxers
went attacking ferociously
against each other in the
first round.

However, the second
round was a one way
street as Nikhat pounded
her opponent with terrific
body shots to tire her out
while also landing clean
and sharp punches. With
the two rounds in the bag,

Nikhat then displayed
her defensive skills as

she no longer felt the need
to be on the offensive in

the final few min-
utes of her quar-
terfinal bout.
However, Nitu
(48kg) ended her

campaign with a 2-
3 split verdict quar-
terfinal loss to

reigning Asian
champion Alua

Balkibekova of
Kazakhstan. The 21-

year-old from Haryana,
who is a two-time youth
world champion, started
the bout cautiously, entic-
ing her opponent to come
at her but struggled to
land punches herself.

The Indian tried hard to
break Balkibekova’s de-
fences as the Kazakh
boxer moved around swift-
ly. Nitu managed to up the
ante in the final round but
it was too late as the
judges ruled in her oppo-
nent’s favour.

Later in the day,
Manisha (57kg), Parveen
(63kg), Pooka Rani (81kg),
Anamika (50kg) Jaisimine
(60kg) and Nadini (+81kg)
will compete in their quar-
terfinals bouts.

Boxing World C’ships:
Nikhat Zareen secures India’s

first medal in Istanbul

Lucknow, May 16 (PTI):

Sakshi Malik finally
found a way to defeat
nemesis Sonam Malik and
sealed her place in the
Indian team for the
Commonwealth Games
while Vinesh Phogat did
just enough against Antim
to emerge winner in the
53kg category trials here
on Monday.

Sonam, who recovered
from a left leg injury, had
made it a habit of beating
the 2016 Olympic bronze
medallist at the WFI trials
but the day belonged to
Sakshi, who beat the
young wrestler 8-1.

Later in the final,
Sakshi outplayed Manisha
7-1 to ensure that she will

be on the plane to
Birmingham, where the
Games will begin from
July 28.

Manisha had ousted
Sangeeta Phogat, wife of
Bajrang Punia, 7-5 in the

semifinals.
Vinesh, another star

who has been struggling
right from the Tokyo
Games, began well as she
did not concede a point till
the final.

In the final against
Antim, she was trailing 0-3
but found a two-point scor-
ing move to reduce deficit.
Antim got a bit defensive
and tried to maintain dis-
tance. In this attempt, she
fleed the mat and Vinesh
challenged referee’s deci-
sion of not awarding a
point. She won the chal-
lenge and since hers was
the last scoring point, she
won the trials.

It wil be a first big-ticket
event after her Tokyo
Games debacle, where she
made an early exit after
entering the event as the
favourite. What followed
her was a harrowing time
where she was suspended
by WFI for indiscipline
during the Games.

Vinesh, Sakshi book CWG 
berths after emerging victorious in trials

New Delhi, May 16 (PTI):

Star Indian players
Smriti Mandhana,
Harmanpreet Kaur and
Deepti Sharma were on
Monday named captains of
the three teams for the
Women’s T20 Challenge to
be played in Pune from
May 23.

The BCCI announced 16-
member squads for each of
three teams —
H a r m a n p r e e t - l e d
Supernovas, Mandhana-
led Trailblazers and
Deepti-led Velocity.

Trailblazers had won
the previous edition held
in 2020.

Veteran India cricketers
Mithali Raj, Jhulan
Goswami and Shikha
Pandey, who played in the
previous edition, are the
notable absentees in the

squads.
A total of 12 overseas

players were also an-
nounced for the exhibition
event including star South
African opener Laura
Wolvaardt and world num-
ber one bowler Sophie

Ecclestone. Thai player
Natthakan Chantam will
make her second appear-
ance in the competition.

The only Australian fea-
turing in the line-ups is leg
spinner Alana King while
the English cricketers in-

clude Ecclestone, Sophia
Dunkley and Kate Cross.

Bangladesh cricketers
Salma Khatun and
Sharmin Akhter have also
been picked. The West
Indians include Deandra
Dottin and Hayley
Matthews.

South African captain
Sune Luus and Wolvaardt
will represent Supernovas
and Velocity respectively.

The performers in the
recently held Senior
Women’s T20 Trophy have
also been rewarded. The
tournament’s leading run
getter K P Navgire and
leading wickettaker Aarti
Kedar will play for
Velocity.

The upcoming edition is
expected to be the last one
with BCCI planning a full
fledged Women’s IPL from
next year.

Mandhana, Harmanpreet, Deepti to captain in Women’s T20 Challenge
Squads

Supernovas: Harmanpreet Kaur (captain), Taniya
Bhatia, *Alana King, Ayush Soni, Chandu V,
*Deandra Dottin, Harleen Deol, Meghna Singh,
Monica Patel, Muskan Malik, Pooja Vastrakar, Priya
Punia, Rashi Kanojia, *Sophie Ecclestone, *Sune
Luus, Mansi Joshi.

Trailblazers: Smriti
Mandhana (captain),
Poonam Yadav,
Arundhati Reddy, *Hayley
Matthews, Jemimah
Rodrigues, Priyanka
P r i y a d a r s h i n i ,
Rajeshwari Gayakwad,
Renuka Singh, Richa
Ghosh, S. Meghana, Saiqa
Ishaque, *Salma Khatun,
*Sharmin Akter, *Sophia
Brown, Sujata Mallik,
S.B.Pokharkar.

Velocity: Deepti
Sharma (captain), Sneh
Rana, Shafali Verma,
*Ayabonga Khaka, K.P.
Navgire, *Kathryn
Cross, Keerthi James,
*Laura Wolvaardt,
Maya Sonawane,
*Natthakan Chantham,
Radha Yadav, Aarti
Kedar, Shivali Shinde,
Simran Bahadur,
Yastika Bhatia, Pranavi
Chandra.

Milan, May 16 (AP):

AC Milan’s lengthy
wait for the Italian
league title will last an-
other week at least.
Second-half goals from
Rafael Le o and Theo
Hern ndez saw Milan
beat Atalanta 2-0 on
Sunday and it now only
needs one point from its
final match to secure its
first Serie A title since
2011.

The Rossoneri could
even have clinched the
title on Sunday but de-
fending champion and
fierce rival Inter Milan
won 3-1 at relegation-
threatened Cagliari to
keep its fading title
hopes alive.

Milan was two points
ahead of Inter and has
the better head-to-head
record, which is the first
tiebreaker in Serie A.
Stefano Pioli’s Milan
plays at Sassuolo in the
final round next week-
end, and Inter hosts

Sampdoria. There was a
heady atmosphere at San
Siro, with Milan fans
knowing their team is on
the brink of ending the
11-year wait.

However, Atalanta
managed to frustrate
Milan and almost took
the lead in the 31st
minute but Rossoneri
goalkeeper Mike
Maignan pulled off a
good save to keep out
Luis Muriel’s effort.

Milan upped the tempo
in the second half and
fans were on their feet
nine minutes after the
restart as they thought
Hern ndez’s free kick
had gone in but it landed
on the outside of the side
netting.

They only had to wait
two minutes, however,
before Le o used his pace
to run onto a ball over
the top from Junior
Messias who had only
just come on and drill it
into the bottom left cor-
ner in the 56th.

Title wait nearly 
over for Milan after 2-0

win over Atalanta

AC Milan’s Portuguese forward Rafael Leao shoots
to score the team’s first goal during the Italian Serie
A football match between AC Milan and Atalanta
Bergamo at the San Siro stadium in Milan.

Rome, May 16 (AP): Just
in time. Novak Djokovic
raised his first trophy of
the year at the Italian
Open on Sunday and
showed that he’s back in
top form exactly a week
before the French Open
starts. After missing a
large portion of the season
because he wasn’t vacci-
nated against the coron-
avirus, the top-ranked
Djokovic beat Stefanos
Tsitsipas 6-0, 7-6 (5) for his
sixth Rome title. I’ve been
building my form the last
few weeks, Djokovic said.
It couldn’t be better timing
coming into Roland
Garros.” Perfect scenario
for me, Djokovic added
later. Earlier on the red
clay, Iga Swiatek defended

the women’s title by over-
whelming Ons Jabeur 6-2,
6-2 to extend her winning
streak to 28 matches.
Djokovic didn’t drop a set
all week, having won his
1,000th career match over
Casper Ruud in the semifi-
nals. Djokovic, who was
deported because of his
un-vaccinated status
ahead of the Australian
Open, hadn’t won a tour-
nament since raising the
Paris Masters trophy in
November.

This year it was a partic-
ular situation. With every-
thing that happened in
Australia, it took some
time, Djokovic said. I
found my best shape here.
I’m going to Paris with a
lot of confidence.

Djokovic shows he’s back in 
top form with Italian Open title

Geneva, May 16 (AP):

Watching the recent

news from Ukraine is very

upsetting,” No. 2-ranked

tennis player Daniil

Medvedev said of the war

that led Wimbledon organ-

izers to ban him and other

Russians from their tour-

nament. The U.S. Open

champion spoke at the

Geneva Open where he re-

turns to action after a five-

week absence from the ATP

Tour for surgery on a her-

nia injury. I had some time

to follow what is happen-

ing, yeah, it’s very upset-

ting, Medvedev said when

asked if he could monitor

the conflict in Ukraine

more closely while not play-

ing. Medvedev previously

said in February after

Russia invaded Ukraine

that he was all for peace.

Though most Olympic

sports banned Russian

teams and athletes from in-

ternational competitions,

tennis allowed players to

continue as individuals and

not representatives of their

country. Wimbledon organ-

izers went further, an-

nouncing three weeks ago

with support from the U.K.

government a decision to

impose a ban and limit

Russia’s global influence

through the strongest

means possible.

No. 2 Medvedev back 
on ATP tour after Wimbledon ban

Paris, May 16 (AP):

Paris Saint-Germain
striker Kylian Mbappe
won the French league’s
best player award for the
third time in his career,
then diplomatically
swerved a question about
his future.

Mbappe is out of con-
tract at PSG next month
and touted to join Karim
Benzema at Real Madrid
in what would be a formi-
dable attack force. Mbappe
said he didn’t want to an-
nounce his decision dur-
ing the ceremony but
added Yes, pretty much
when asked if he’s made
his mind up over whether
to stay or go.

Mbappe is the league’s

top scorer with 25 goals for
the French champion and
has netted 36 in all compe-
titions.

The awards are given
annually by the National
Union of Professional
Football Players (UNFP) to
players in France’s top two
divisions.

The 23-year-old France
star won the award last
year when Mbappe netted

a career-high 42 goals over-
all and in 2019. It’s always
an honor to be here.
Winning for a third time
in a row is incredible,”
Mbappe said.

I’ve felt the recognition
this season more than
ever.

The trophy was not
awarded in 2020 after the
coronavirus pandemic
ended the season 10 games
early.

Although PSG comfort-
ably won the league title
which it surprisingly lost
to Lille last season
Mbappe’s goals and assists
masked glaring shortcom-
ings which were ruthless-
ly exposed by Madrid in
the round of 16 in the
Champions League.

PSG star Mbappe wins league’s
best player award for 3rd time

IIT Madras fundraising soars
to all-time high of Rs 131 cr

New Delhi, May 16 (PTI): 

The Indian Institute of
Technology (IIT),
Madras has raised an all-
time high sum of Rs 131
crore from alumni,
donors, and corporate
firms during the finan-
cial year 2021-22 to fur-
ther its philanthropic
and socially relevant
projects, officials said on
Monday.

The institute aims to
accelerate fundraising
by strengthening alumni
networks and increasing
engagement with corpo-
rates, philanthropies and
high-net-worth individu-
als, they said.

The fundraising activi-
ties are spearheaded by
the Office of Alumni and

Corporate Relations,
which comprises a dedi-
cated team of profession-
als who work with corpo-
rate firms, alumni and
donors.

"Despite the COVID-19
pandemic, the fundrais-
ing from alumni, donors
and corporate firms has
been increasing by over
30 per cent year-on-year.
The number of corporate
firms donating funds to
IIT Madras through CSR
has almost doubled in the
last five years.

"Fundraising from
Corporate Social
Responsibility (CSR)
partnerships accounts
for nearly half of the
total Rs 131 crore raised
in last financial year,"
said Mahesh
Panchagnula, Dean
(Alumni and Corporate
Relations), IIT Madras.

New Delhi, May 16 (PTI): 

Nano-sized robots ma-
nipulated using a magnet-
ic field can help kill bacte-
ria deep inside the teeth,
and boost the success of
root canal treatments, ac-
cording to a study by re-
searchers at the Indian
Institute of Science (IISc)
Bengaluru.

Root canal treatments
are routinely carried out
to treat tooth infections in
millions of patients. The
procedure involves remov-
ing the infected soft tissue
inside the tooth, called the
pulp, and flushing the
tooth with antibiotics or
chemicals to kill the bacte-
ria that cause the infec-
tion.

However, many times,
the treatment fails to com-

pletely remove all the bac-
teria -- especially antibiot-
ic-resistant bacteria such
as Enterococcus faecalis --
which remain hidden in-
side microscopic canals in
the tooth called dentinal
tubules.

"The dentinal tubules
are very small, and bacte-
ria reside deep in the tis-
sue. Current techniques
are not efficient enough to
go all the way inside and
kill the bacteria," said
Shanmukh Srinivas,
Research Associate at the
Centre for Nano Science
and Engineering (CeNSE),
and co-founder of IISc-in-
cubated startup,
Theranautilus.

In the study published
in the journal Advanced
Healthcare Materials, the
researchers designed heli-

cal nanobots made of sili-
con dioxide coated with
iron, which can be con-
trolled using a device that
generates a low intensity
magnetic field.

These nanobots were
then injected into extract-
ed tooth samples and their
movement was tracked
using a microscope.

By tweaking the fre-
quency of the magnetic
field, the researchers were
able to make the nanobots
move at will, and pene-
trate deep inside the denti-
nal tubules.

"We have also estab-
lished that we can retrieve
them we can pull them
back out of the patient's
teeth, said Srinivas.

"Crucially, the team was
able to manipulate the
magnetic field to make the

surface of the nanobots
generate heat, which can
kill the bacteria nearby. No
other technology in the
market can do this right
now," said Debayan
Dasgupta, Research
Associate at CeNSE, and
another co-founder of
Theranautilus.

Previously, scientists
have used ultrasound or
laser pulses to create
shockwaves in the fluid
used to flush out bacteria
and tissue debris, in order
to improve the efficiency
of root canal treatment.

However, these pulses
can only penetrate up to a
distance of 800 microme-
ters, and their energy dis-
sipates fast. The nanobots
were able to penetrate
much further -- up to 2,000
micrometers.

New Delhi, May 16 (PTI): 

"It is like a video
continuously playing
in my head and I can
still hear screams of
people begging for
help," says 45-year-
old Mamta, one of
the survivors of the
Mundka fire tragedy.

However, she has no time
to grieve as another press-
ing worry on her mind is
to feed her family of nine
who are entirely depend-
ent on her.

Mamta suffered burns
on her hands and injuries
on her foot and has been
asked to take rest until re-
covery. Last Friday, a mas-
sive fire engulfed the four-
story building where
Mamta had been working
for years. Many of her co-
workers died or are unac-
counted for till now.

At least, 27 people, in-
cluding 21 women, died in
the blaze that started on
the first floor of building.

"I can still feel the
smoke. My friend Geeta
was standing there, but
she couldn't move. We
asked her to take the rope
and come down. But she
could not. I don't know
what happened to her. I
cannot forget what hap-
pened that day," said
Mamta, a resident of
Parvesh Nagar, situated in
west Delhi's Mubarakpur
near Mundka.

However, her major con-
cern is feeding her hungry
kids. "My husband is
handicapped. I have seven
kids, including five daugh-
ters. My sons work as well
as study. They are daily
wagers and most of the
time are without work.

"I was the only stable

earning member of the
family. Now I am sitting at
home without work. How
will I feed my family?"
rued Mamta, who worked
in the CCTV cameras and
router manufacturing
company in the building.

Many of those who
worked at the company
are from Parvesh Nagar
and every alternative
house in the area is some-
how affected by the
tragedy in one or the other
way. "Nobody is talking
about the incident.
Everybody is affected. All
of them are poor people
with a single earning
member," she said.

Malti, another Parvesh
nagar resident and a sur-
vivor, said it is difficult to
find other work here. "Not
many factories are here.
We don't have much sav-
ings. We were managing

with much difficulty and
now this tragedy has
added another stress on
us," Malti said.

She also suffered minor
injuries in the incident
and has been on
painkillers. "I know it is
difficult for them whose
loved ones have died. And
it is difficult for us as well.
I used to earn a little less
than 10,000 from the facto-
ry but I dont know how
will we manage now," said
Malti.

Some are even scared to
send their family mem-
bers to other factories in
the area for work. Srishti
(name changed), whose
mother was one of the sur-
vivor, is concerned about
the future of her family.
"My mother used to work
at the factory. She was
lucky that day but what if
she is not next time.

Delhi's drinking water problems worsen
New Delhi, May 16 (PTI): 

The production capacity
at Wazirabad, Chandrawal
and Okhla water treat-
ment plants has dipped
further as the Yamuna has
"almost dried up", com-
pounding drinking water
problems in several areas
in Delhi, officials said on
Monday. An official of the
Delhi Jal Board (DJB) said
water supply from these
plants has reduced by up
to 40 percent.

"The Yamuna has al-
most dried up. The water
level in the Wazirabad
pond has dipped to 669.40
feet, the lowest this year so
far. Consequently, the pro-
duction capacity at
Wazirabad, Chandrawal
and Okhla water treat-

ment plants has further
dropped to 60-70 percent,"
the official said. The level
in the Wazirabad pond
stood at 670.40 feet on
Saturday against the nor-
mal level of 674.50 feet.

The pond level had
dropped to 667 feet on July
11 last year, prompting the
DJB to move the Supreme
Court seeking directions to
Haryana to release addi-
tional water in the
Yamuna. The DJB has
thrice written to the
Haryana Irrigation
Department in this connec-
tion in a fortnight -- on May
12, May 3 and April 30.

Haryana supplies a total
of 610 million gallons of
water a day to Delhi
through two canals -- CLC
and DSB -- and the

Yamuna. The CLC and the
DSB are supplied water
from Hathni Kund via
Munak canal and the
Bhakra Beas Management
Board. Besides, Delhi re-
ceives 253 MGD from Uttar
Pradesh through the Upper
Ganga Canal, and 90 MGD
is drawn from ranney wells
and tube wells installed
across the city.

The Chandrawal,
Wazirabad and Okhla
WTPs have a capacity of 90
MGD, 135 MGD and 20
MGD, respectively. A re-
duction of 40 percent
means a shortage of 98
MGD of water.

The plants supply
drinking water to north-
east Delhi, west Delhi,
north Delhi, central Delhi,
south Delhi, including

Delhi Cantonment, and
New Delhi Municipal
Council areas. Delhi re-
quires around 1,200 MGD
of water, while the DJB
supplies around 950 MGD.
The government has tar-
geted increasing the water
supply to 1,180 MGD by
June 2023.

"We are taking all meas-
ures necessary to meet the
demand but the situation
is worsening by the day
due to the intense heat and
Haryana releasing less
water in the river," anoth-
er official said on condi-
tion of anonymity.

The utility has advised
people to store sufficient
quantities of water in ad-
vance and issued helpline
numbers to put in a re-
quest for water tankers.
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Students pose for photos during the farewell and fresher party, at Guru Nanak Girls Degree College in Lucknow, Monday.

FAREWELL AND FRESHER PARTY

Devotees participate in a procession of Lord Krishna in Fatehpur, Monday. 

RELIGIOUS PROCESSION
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As Yamuna almost dries up

MP traders: 5,000 wheat-laden
trucks stuck at 2 ports

Indore, May 16 (PTI): 

Criticizing the Centre's
decision to ban export of
wheat, an outfit represent-
ing agriculture-based busi-
nesses said on Monday that
about 5,000 trucks laden
with the commodity and
sent by Madhya Pradesh
traders for overseas ship-
ments are stuck at two
major ports of the country
due to the move.

The organisation -
Madhya Pradesh Sakal
Anaj Dalhan Tilhan
Vyapari Mahasangh Samiti
- a federation of wheat,
pulses and oilseeds traders,
announced to close their
business in 270 agricultural
produce markets of the

state on Tuesday and
Wednesday in protest
against the ban on wheat
export. The outfit, which
has demanded lifting of the
ban, said large consign-
ments of wheat were trans-
ported from the state
through these trucks to
ports for export.

Due to the sudden ban on
wheat export by the central
government, about 5,000
trucks loaded with the
grain, sent by the state's
traders, are standing at
Kandla (Gujarat) and
Mumbai ports, Gopaldas
Agrawal, Mahasangh presi-
dent, told PTI.

He said the state govern-
ment had encouraged
traders to boost export of
wheat, following which
they had bought the com-
modity from farmers at

higher than the minimum
support price (MSP). But
export deals of traders are
now in jeopardy due to the
Centre's ban, he said.

To protest against the
ban on export of wheat,
traders in all 270 agricul-
tural produce markets
(mandis) of the state will
suspend their work on
Tuesday and Wednesday,
Agrawal said.

He demanded that the
central government imme-
diately lift the export ban
in the interest of traders
and farmers. Last week, the
Commerce Ministry im-
posed a ban on wheat ex-
port with immediate effect
amid concerns over impact
on production due to
scorching heat and to con-
trol the domestic prices of
the foodgrain.

̈ Due to export ban

Six held for religious
conversion attempt

BBhhooppaall,,  MMaayy  1166  ((PPTTII))::  Six per-
sons were arrested for alleged-
ly trying to convert people to
Christianity in Bhopal in
Madhya Pradesh, an official
said on Monday. Post this case,
Madhya Pradesh Home
Minister Narottam Mishra said
police have been directed to
monitor conversion activities
in schools. Following a com-
plaint, a police team raided the
Christ Memorial School cam-
pus, where a group had gath-
ered and people were about to
be converted, said Bhopal's
Bairagarh police station in
charge DP Singh. He said four
persons, identified as Father
Paul Polus, Kamini Paul, Rajesh
Malviya and Ritika Malviya,
were arrested from the spot,
while two others, namely
school director Manis Mathew
and Rahul Sharma, were held
on Monday.

Schools reopen to festive atmosphere
in K’taka after summer vacation

Bengaluru, May 16 (PTI): 

Schools reopened to a
cheerful atmosphere in
Karnataka after 35 days of
summer vacation, as the
academic year 2022-23
commenced on Monday.
Physical classes had been
disrupted for the past two
years due to the COVID-19
pandemic and subsequent
lockdowns.

The education depart-
ment and the government
school authorities in
Karnataka made elabo-
rate arrangements to wel-
come children as the
usual hustle-bustle along
with chorus anthems and
songs returned to the
schools.

Students came in uni-
form to the decked-up
classrooms. Chief

Minister Basavaraj
Bommai greeted children
as well as the teachers on
the occasion of reopening
of schools as per the aca-
demic calendar across
Karnataka.

"After a long time,
schools have started. The
education department
made all the arrange-
ments. They are welcom-
ing children in a tradition-
al manner to create a
favourable atmosphere for
learning," Bommai told
reporters here.

He added that learning
in school has always been
effective and result-orient-
ed. "We are ready to pro-
vide textbooks, clothes
and bicycles. Let the class-
es resume because there
was uncertainty over the
resuming of schools. Our

desire is to see children
going to schools as they
used to do before COVID-
19," Bommai said.

At Devarachikkanahalli
in Bannerghatta Road in
Bengaluru, the principal,
teachers and the students
tied 'torana' (festoons of
mango leaves) at the en-
trance of the school as
well as classes. In another
city school, teachers wel-
comed students by putting
vermilion on the forehead
of the students and per-
formed 'arati' to every stu-
dent.

In many schools, stu-
dents were offered sweets
as well as a mid-day meal.
The Akshaya Patra
Foundation on Monday
said it resumed the Mid-
Day Meal (MDM) Scheme
in Bengaluru.

Claiming ‘nightmares’,
thieves return 14

stolen idols
CChhiittrraakkoooott  ((UUPP)),,  MMaayy  1166  ((PPTTII))::
Thieves returned 14 stolen
'ashtadhatu' idols to the priest
of an ancient Balaji temple
here claiming they were hav-
ing nightmares after commit-
ting the crime, police said on
Monday. "16 ashtadhatu idols
worth several crores were
stolen from the ancient Balaji
temple at Taraunha on the
night of May 9. In this connec-
tion, Mahant Rambalak had
lodged an FIR against un-
known thieves," Station House
Officer of Sadar Kotwali Karvi,
Rajiv Kumar Singh, said. "Out
of 16 stolen idols, 14 were
found mysteriously in a sack
near the residence of Mahant
Rambalak on Sunday," he said,
adding that the priest also
found a letter with the sack in
which thieves wrote that they
were having scary dreams at
night, so because of fear they
are returning the idols.

Women survivors of Delhi fire 
worried about livelihood, future
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IISc scientists develop tiny
robots that can deep clean teeth

Goldsmiths in quandary 
as shops shut after Metro 
work damages buildings

Kolkata, May 16 (PTI): 

Goldsmiths of Durga
Pithuri Lane in Kolkata's
Bowbazar -- whose shops
had to be shut overnight
after at least 12 houses in
the area developed major
cracks due to tunneling
work for the East-West
Metro line -- are staring at
an uncertain future, as
they run from pillar to
post with jewellery-filled
bags.

Ananda Maity, Sushil
Roy, Foni Mahato and
their fellow goldsmiths
are now frantically look-
ing for a temporary place
to immediately restart
work on a number of wed-
ding jewellery orders
amounting to lakhs of
rupees.

"The wedding season is
in full swing, and we have
several orders to deliver
with very little time. Now,
with our shops gone, we
are all at sea," said Suhas
Mahato, standing close to
a building with noticeable
cracks. The building
housed his small shop on
the ground floor.

At least 12 houses suf-
fered structural damage
in Durga Pithuri Lane of
Bowbazar on May 11, with
more than 140 locals being
shifted to hotels.

Similar scenes were wit-
nessed in the area on
August 31, 2019, when a
tunnel boring machine
(TBM) hit an aquifer, lead-
ing to severe ground sub-
sidence and collapse of
several buildings.

Govt says such activities
under scanner
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Watery grave
RRaaiiggaarrhh::  wo minor broth-
ers drowned while taking
bath in a pond in
Chhattisgarh’s Raigarh
district on Monday, a
police official said. The
incident took place around
9 am. The deceased, iden-
tified as Shyam Sharma
(12) and his brother Sagar
Sharma (10), natives of
Mahka village in Kharsia
area, entered the village
pond for a bath. They
slipped into the deep
waters and failed to come
out, the official said.

Shot dead
New Delhi:  19-year-old
man was shot dead
allegedly by some
unidentified persons in
north Delhi’s Bawana
area, police said on
Monday. The deceased
has been identified as
Parul, they said. He
received multiple gun-
shots wounds. The
investigation is under-
way. We are checking
footage from CCTV
cameras in the area to
ascertain the identity of
the accused, a senior
police officer said.

Counting 
Ranchi: Counting of votes
for the first phase of the
panchayat elections in
Jharkhand will start on
Tuesday amid tight secu-
rity, an official said. The
first of the four-phase
panchayat polls took
place on May 14. Over 68
per cent of the 52 lakh
voters exercised their
franchise. A total of 1,127
panchayats covering 72
blocks in 21 districts of
the state went to the
polls in the first phase.
Panchayat elections in
the state are not 
held on party lines.

Fire 
New Delhi: A fire broke
out on Monday in a tem-
porary shelter for work-
ers near Parliament
House in central Delhi,
officials said. The fire
department said that the
information regarding
the blaze in the high-
security area was
received at 4.16 PM, fol-
lowing which five fire
tenders were rushed to
the spot. There was no
immediate report of any
casualty.

Quakes 
GGuuwwaahhaattii:: Two earth-
quakes of 3.9 magnitude
each hit Meghalaya and
Assam in less than 24
hours, official reports
said on Monday. The first
quake, recorded at 9.47
pm on Sunday, had its
epicentre in Nongpoh
area of Meghalaya at a
depth of 12 km, the sec-
ond in Nagaon of Assam
at a depth of 55 km.
According to the reports,
tremors were felt in parts
of central and northern
Assam after the second
quake jolted the state at
3.22 pm on Monday.
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BRIEF

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi during

the foundation 
ceremony of India

International Centre for
Buddhist Culture and
Heritage at Lumbini
Monastic Zone, in
Lumbini, Nepal.

Varanasi, May 16 (PTI): 

A local court here di-
rected the district admin-
istration to seal a spot in
the Gyanvapi Masjid com-
plex after counsels repre-
senting the Hindu peti-
tioners said a Shivling was
found Monday during a
court-mandated videogra-
phy survey. A mosque
management committee
spokesperson disputed the
claim, telling a television
channel that the object
was part of a fountain . He

said lawyers representing
the mosque committee
were not fully heard before
the sealing order was an-
nounced. The Hindu side
claimed that the Shivling
was found close to the wa-
zookhana — a small reser-
voir used by Muslim devo-
tees to perform ritual ablu-
tions before offering the
namaz.

The claimed finding on
the last day of the survey
reignited the mandir-
masjid debate over the
Gyanvapi mosque-

Shringar Gauri complex
located close to the iconic
Kashi Vishwanath temple.

Uttar Pradesh Deputy
Chief Minister Keshav
Prasad Maurya expressed
satisfaction over the devel-
opment while AIMIM
leader Asaduddin Owaisi
said Muslims are not pre-
pared to lose another
mosque after the Babri
Masjid.

Civil Judge (Senior
Division) Ravi Kumar
Diwakar issued directions
on sealing an area of the

mosque on an appeal by
the lawyers representing
the Hindu petitioners.

Along with the counsels
representing the mosque
management committee,
they had accompanied the
team conducting the sur-
vey, headed by a court-ap-
pointed advocate commis-
sioner.

The judge directed the
district magistrate, police
commissioner and CRPF
commandant in Varanasi
to ensure the security of
the sealed area.

Lumbini, May 16 (PTI):
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Monday said he
had an “excellent” meeting
with Nepalese counterpart
Sher Bahadur Deuba in
Lumbini - the birthplace of
Gautam Buddha - and dis-
cussed the full range of bi-
lateral relations as the two
sides inked key MoUs to di-
versify and deepen cooper-
ation. Modi, who visited the
Himalayan nation at the in-
vitation of Deuba on a day-
long visit to Lumbini on the
occasion of Buddha
Purnima, also discussed
specific initiatives and
ideas to further strengthen
cooperation in various sec-
tors, including culture,

economy, trade, connectivi-
ty, energy and development
partnership. “Today’s meet-
ing with PM @SherBDeuba
was excellent. We discussed
the full range of relations
between India and Nepal.
Key MoUs were signed
which will diversify and
deepen cooperation,” Modi
tweeted. The two sides

signed six Memorandum of
Understandings (MoUs) on
cooperation in cultural and
educational sectors. “PM
@narendramodi holds bi-
lateral talks with PM
@SherBDeuba in Lumbini.
Opportunity to strengthen
ongoing cooperation and
develop new areas in our
multifaceted partnership,”
Ministry of External
Affairs (MEA)
Spokesperson Arindam
Bagchi tweeted at the start
of the meeting. During the
meeting, both Prime
Ministers followed up on
their discussions held on
April 2 in New Delhi. “They
discussed specific initia-
tives and ideas to further
strengthen cooperation in
various sectors, including
culture, economy, trade,
connectivity, energy and
development partnership,”
the MEA said in a press re-
lease.

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  MMaayy  1166  ((PPTTII))::  

The CBI has sent a judicial
request to Hong Kong seeking
assistance in its probe into a
racket that allegedly imported
diamonds with inflated invoic-
es worth Rs 156 crore to cam-
ouflage its money laundering
activities, officials said.

The central agency has dis-
patched the letters rogatory
(LR), a judicial request, to the
Secretary for Justice, Hong
Kong Special Administrative
Region of the People’s
Republic of China, seeking
details about transactions and
accounts flagged during the
probe.

The CBI had first
approached the Home Ministry
with its application for the go-
ahead for sending the LR. After
getting the nod under Section
166 A of the Code of Criminal
Procedure, the application was

submitted to a special court in
Mumbai which had ordered the
issuance of the LR. The letters
rogatory are a legal plea from
a court of one country to
another seeking assistance in
the probe of a case.

The agency had in January
2020 booked 17 individuals and
companies, including three
Mumbai-based senior Customs
officials, for allegedly being
part of a money laundering
racket using over-invoiced
import of diamonds worth over
Rs 156 crore.

The diamonds were import-
ed to India from Hong Kong,
hence the CBI sought assis-
tance from its law enforce-
ment agencies to collect
required information, they
said.

The agency refused to give
details of information sought
by it as it may hamper its
probe.

New Delhi, May 16 (PTI):

Pharmaceuticals firm
Biological E. Ltd (BE) on
Monday said it has re-
duced the price of its
COVID-19 vaccine
Corbevax to Rs 250 from
Rs 840 a dose, inclusive of
GST, for private vaccina-
tion centres. It would re-
sult in end users paying a
price of Rs 400 a dose, in-
cluding taxes and admin-
istration charges, the
company said in a state-
ment. Previously, in pri-
vate vaccination centres
the overall cost to end
users of the vaccine was
Rs 990 a dose, including
taxes and administration
charges, it added. In
March this year when the
inoculation of children in
the age group of 12 to 14

years against COVID-19
commenced in the coun-
try, Corbevax vaccine was
used and its price was
fixed at Rs 145 for govern-
ment vaccination pro-
gramme.

“BE has lowered the
price of its vaccine with
the aim of making it
more affordable and help
increase the reach to pro-
tect the maximum num-
ber of children against
the virus,” the company
said. In April this year
India’s drug regulator
had granted Emergency
Use Authorisation (EUA)
for Biological E’s
Corbevax for children in 5
to 12 years group along
with Bharat Biotech’s
Covaxin for children in
the age group of 6 to 12
years.

Guwahati, May 16 (PTI):

The Indian Army’s
Eastern command chief
on Monday said China’s
People’s Liberation Army
(PLA) is engaged in infra-
structure capacity en-
hancement across the in-
ternational border in
Arunachal Pradesh.

General Officer
Commanding-in Chief of
the Eastern command, Lt
Gen R P Kalita, however,
said the Indian side is also
continuously upgrading
its infrastructure and ca-
pabilities to deal with any
situation which may arise
along the border. “Across
the Line of Actual Control
in Tibet region, a lot of in-
frastructure development
is going on. The other side
is constantly upgrading

their road, rail and air
connectivity so that they
are in a better position to
respond to a situation or
mobilise forces,” he said at
a press conference here.

The Chinese authorities
have built border villages
close to the LAC that can
be used for dual purposes,
Kalita said.

“We are continuously
monitoring the situation.
We are also upgrading our
infrastructure and capa-
bilities as well as the
mechanism to handle the
situation. These have put
us in a robust position,” he
added. The Indian Army
Commander acknowl-
edged that difficult terrain
and inclement weather
conditions have been the
biggest challenges while
enhancing capabilities
and infrastructure in for-
ward locations.

He asserted that the
Indian Army is fully ready
with “high level of opera-
tional preparedness”.

Three bears
kill villager 

BBiillaassppuurr,,  MMaayy  1166  ((PPTTII)):: A
40-year-old man was
mauled to death by three
bears in a forest in
Bilaspur district, an offi-
cial said on Monday.

Jawahar Baiga, a native
of Kurdar village, was
surrounded by the bears
near a hill in Kota buffer
zone of Achanakmar Tiger
Reserve (ATR) on Sunday
when he had gone to col-
lect tendu leaves, said
Satyadev Sharma, Deputy
Director of ATR.

“Baiga was accompa-
nied by other villagers
but they managed to
escape. The animals
pounced on him and killed
him on the spot. Police
and forest personnel
rushed to the spot and
have sent the body for
post mortem,” he said.

The victim’s kin was
given immediate aid of Rs
25,000, and remaining
compensation of Rs 5.75
lakh will be disbursed
after completion of all
formalities, the official
said.

New Delhi, May
16 (PTI): Aviation
regulator DGCA
Monday said it has
issued a showcause
notice to IndiGo
after a fact-finding
committee found
the airline staff
prima facie violated

regulations in denying
boarding to a specially-
abled child at the Ranchi
airport on May 7.

The airline had on
May 9 said the boy was
denied boarding as he
was “visibly in panic”.

As the boy was prohib-
ited from boarding the
R a n c h i - H y d e r a b a d
flight, his parents —
who were accompanying
him — also decided not
to enter the plane.

The Directorate
General of Civil
Aviation had constituted
a fact-finding committee
to probe the matter.

“The committee has
submitted its report,”
the DGCA said in a
statement on Monday.

The proceedings of
the committee were

partly held in the open
and partly in-camera as
per the request of the af-
fected family, it said.
“The findings of the
committee prima facie
indicate inappropriate
handling of passengers
by the Indigo staff there-
by resulting in certain
non-conformances with
the applicable regula-
tions, it mentioned.

In view of this, it has
been decided to issue a
showcause notice to the
airline through its au-
thorised representative
to explain as to why suit-
able enforcement action
should not be taken
against them for the
non-conformances, it
said.

“To meet the ends of
justice, the airline has
been provided an oppor-
tunity for personal hear-
ing as well as for making
written submissions in
next ten days from today
i.e. till May 26, 2022.
After hearing their sub-
missions, appropriate
action as per law would
be taken,” it added.

‘Shivling found’: Court order sealing of spot
Gyanvapi mosque panel disputes claim

SC to hear plea today
The Supreme Court is sched-
uled to hear on Tuesday the
plea of the management of
Gyanvapi mosque against
the survey of the Gyanvapi-
Shringar Gauri complex in
Varanasi in Uttar Pradesh.
The apex court will hear the
matter amidst an important
development with a Varanasi
court on Monday directed
the district administration
there to seal the spot of the
survey inside the complex

Corbevax price slashed
to Rs 250 per dose

‘India-Nepal relations unshakable like Himalayas’DIAMONDS OVER-INVOICING CASE

CBI sends LR to Hong Kong 

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi with Nepal Prime
Minister Sher Bahadur

Deuba during an event on
the 2566th Buddha

Jayanti and Lumbini Day
2022, in Lumbini, Nepal.

̈ Modi discusses 

full range of 

bilateral relations

with Nepal PM
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‘China building infrastructure
near Arunachal border’
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Gayatri Mahayajna performed at homes for welfare of all
Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  MMaayy  1166::  Gayatri Mahayajna
was performed at thousands of
households across the district on
Sunday and Monday under the
Grihe Grihe Gayatri yajna cam-
paign. Under the auspices of All
World Gayatri Parivar, Shantikunj
Haridwar, this devotional cam-
paign was conducted for welfare
of all and making the nation
strong.  Gayatri Parivar member
Mohan Umre said that Grihe Grihe
Gayatri Yagya Abhiyan is a global
spiritual experiment. All World
Gayatri Pariwar (AWGP) had in-
structed its parijans (members) to
remain connected with
Sadhanatmak endeavours (in-
tense spiritual practice for univer-
sal well being). Gayatri Yajna was

conducted at millions of house-
holds across the world at the
same time on Sunday and
Monday. Aahutis were offered
with special mantras. This signifi-
cant campaign was launched two
years ago which is known as
"Grihe Grihe Gayatri Yagya, Grihe
Grihe Gayatri Upasanana" for pro-
moting Yagya and Gayatri wor-
ship in every household.  Almost
every member of Gayatri Pariwar
is trained and capable of perform-
ing yajna. For other devotees,
AWGP headquarters had made
yagya rituals available on mobile
phones through social media plat-
forms. People got all the needed
information through videos and
printable documents.  Yajnas nul-
lify the prevailing atmosphere of
negativity, disease, 

war and terrorism. Yajnas cleanse
the environment. The smoke of
yagya provides fragrance and
nourishment to the environment.
Yagya kills pathogens in the envi-
ronment. Yagya is the oldest ther-
apy. If you study works of Charak,
Sushrut and others, you will find
them advocating the perform-
ance of yagya using herbals.

Herbals become transformed into
subtle forms and spread through-
out the atmosphere and produce
beneficial effects of eradicating
pathogens in every nook and cor-
ner of our house. You can spray
insecticides (but they will have
local effect only). However, the
smoke of yagya is the greatest in-
secticide. Yagya is the oldest ther-

apy. Yagya nourishes five tanma-
tra (primordial elements) and
other subtle elements permeating
throughout the universe.  

The committees of Gayatri
Shaktipeeth Sector-6, Shiv
Gayatri Mandir Risali Sector,
Gayatri Sadhana Kendra Risali
Basti, Ramnagar Shaktipeeth,
Bhagwati Sansthan Ramnagar
Muktidham, Gayatri Shaktipeeth
Khursipar, Pragyapeeth Kohka,
Kurud, Housing Board, Pragya
Mandal Camp, Hudco, Pragya
Mandal Sector- 4, Sector-6,
Shriram Pragya Mandal
Ruabandha Sector, Gayatri
Shaktipeeth Durg and members
of DIYA extended valuable contri-
butions in making this pro-
gramme a great success. 

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  MMaayy  1166:: SNG Vidya Bhavan
Sector -4 reached new heights
with Vaibhav Kumar  Dubey
cracking  fourth position in Durg
District top 10 merit list at CG
Board Examination 2021-22. 

SNG Vidya Bhavan's students
have created history in the  high &
higher secondary CG Board
Examination of 2021-22 (X & XII)
bringing laurels & fame to school
by securing meritorious marks in
all subjects.

In higher secondary CG Board
Examination 2021-22 ,Vaibhav
Kumar Dubey of class XII D from
Commerce stream has topped the

school with 93.4 %, Kajal Kumari
of class XIID from Commerce and
K Mohit of class XII A from Maths
Stream have secured second posi-
tions with 89.4% where as
Bhavana Pathak of class XII A
from Maths stream has secured
third position with 87% respec-
tively. 

In High School CG Board
Examination 2021-22 , Bhargavi of
class 10th has topped the school
with  91.3% , Swati Mandle has
secured second position with 88%
whereas Yamini Verma has se-
cured third position with 82% re-
spectively. The School Manager
VK Babu, Asst Manager Vinay
Peethambaran, Vice President

Organization TU Sunil was ex-
tremely happy with the outstand-
ing performances of Students
both in High & Higher Secondary
Examination 2021- 22. He congrat-
ulated & appreciated all the
Students, Parents & Teachers for
their diligent work during online &
offline classes. 

Thus, in Maths Stream K Mohit
has secured first position,
Bhavana Pathak secured Second
position whereas R Ritika has se-
cured third position. In Bio Stream
Rani Verma secured first position,
Sakshi Mandle has secured sec-
ond position whereas J Noorjahan
has secured third position. In
Commerce Stream Vaibhav

Kumar Dubey of class XII D
bagged first position, Kajal
Kumari  of Class XIID has secured
second position & Rojalin Kamal of
Class XII C has secured third posi-
tion. 

It is indeed a great perform-
ance as more number of Students
have scored above 90 in all the
subjects. And the toppers subject
wise in higher secondary are Rani
Verma with 99 marks out of 100 in
Biology, K Mohit with 97 marks
out of 100 in Mathematics,
Bhavana Pathak with 97 marks
out of 100 in English, Vaibhav
Kumar Dubey with 97 marks out
of 100  both in CA & Business
Studies  whereas Nethri Thakur

with 93 marks out of 100 in Hindi. 
In high school Bhargavi has

topped in English with 93 marks
out of 100, in Sanskrit with 94
marks out of 100, in Mathematics
with 95 marks out of 100, in social
studies 90 marks out of 100 and in
Hindi 92 marks out of 100. Swathi
Mandle of class 10th also topped
in Hindi with 92 marks out of 100.

All the SNGDS & SNGVB
Executive Committee Members,
School Principal K Sunil Kumar,
Vice Principal Dr Komal Bedi,
Incharges, Teaching & Non
Teaching Staff have congratulated
& extended their best wishes  to
all the Parents & Students for
their bright future.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 16: Bhilai
Municipal Corporation
Commissioner Prakash
Surve on Monday reached
Bhelwa pond during his
morning visit. This pond
with scenic beauty is pop-
ular among the local
denizens. Every day, hun-
dreds of people reach here
in the morning and
evening for a picnic and
capture the beauty with
the family.

The Municipal
Commissioner during his
visit inspected the cleanli-
ness system. Bhilai
District Congress
Committee president
Mukesh Chandrakar, MIC
member Lalchand Verma,
Shamsher Bahadur Singh
and a large number of
denizens had reached there
to clean Bhelwa pond.

The people who came
for a walk told the com-
missioner that the source
of water coming into
Bhelwa pond is through a
small canal from the side
of 77 MLD, but during last
few days water mixed with
soil is coming in it. The
commissioner immediate-
ly instructed the officials
right from the spot to
clean the small canal.

Actually the pond has both
the inlet and outlet. Water
remains in this pond
throughout the year. This
water source acts as water
recharge for the surround-
ing areas, which the
dwellers in the area are
aware of. The municipal
commissioner took stock
of the pond after visiting
around and interacted
with the people.

RSR Rungta College of Engineering 
& Technology holds Interactive 
Session on ‘Renewable Energy’

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 16:
Department of
Management, RSR Rungta
College of Engineering &
Technology, organized an
interactive session on
Renewable Energy on May
13, 2022 for the students of
SRGI. The Speaker was Dr
Priyanka Pachouri
Mishra. Project
Coordinator, CREDA,
Department of Energy,
Government of
Chhattisgarh.

The session commenced
with the introduction to
Renewable Energy and
other aspects followed by
inauguration of the event
with Saraswati vandana
and lighting of the lamp,
welcoming the guests,
Principals, Vice
Principals, Deans, HODs
and faculty members and
students of SRGI. Dr
Pankaj Agrawal, Principal
and Dr Anjaneya Sharma,
Professor and Head,
Department of
Management showered
their blessings on the stu-
dents and faculty mem-

bers with their words of
wisdom and explained the
importance of Clean
Energy.

Dr Priyanka Pachouri
Mishra, the Speaker of the
day explained to the stu-
dents about various as-
pects of Renewable energy,
the challenges faced, need
for energy conservation
and urged the need for sav-
ing energy for future gen-
erations.

The session was con-
ducted by Dr Anjaneya
Sharma and Madhumita
Chowdhury and faculty
members of Department
of Management. The ses-

sion got concluded with
the vote of thanks by Dr
Anjaneya Sharma where-
in he thanked the manage-
ment, the speaker of the
day, Principals, Vice
Principals, Deans, HODs
and faculty members and
students of SRGI present
there for making this
event a grand success.

The Principals, Dean
(Academics), Asst
Director, Chairman
Sanjay Rungta and
Director Saket Rungta
congratulated the students
and the faculty members
for the successful conduc-
tion of the session.

OA-BSP urges mgmt to review 
third party house allotments

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 16: The
Officers Association of
BSP submitted a memo-
randum to the Director
Incharge of BSP mention-
ing the high number of
third party allotment of
quarters in Bhilai
Township and the prob-
lems arising out of this sit-
uation.

In this memorandum,
the OA stated that due to
third party occupiers, BSP
officers are not getting bet-
ter houses. They have de-
manded to free these hous-
es from third party posses-
sion so that the entitled
BSP officers could get bet-
ter accommodation.

It needs to be mentioned
here that after the forma-
tion of Chhattisgarh state,

the bigger houses of BSP
were allotted to the admin-
istrative officers and pub-
lic representatives whose
work area was Bhilai-
Durg. With the passage of
time, even after the retire-
ment and transfer of offi-
cers, most of the houses
remained in their posses-
sion. In the present cir-
cumstances, houses are al-
lotted in the names of
many senior administra-
tive officers of
Chhattisgarh in Bhilai
Township, although their
postings are in other dis-
tricts. Some officers have
also retired but the irony
is that even today they are
illegally occupying the
BSP houses.

Despite several efforts of
the Town Services
Department, these big

houses of Bhilai Township
could not be taken back
from the possession of the
influential administrative
officers. Under these cir-
cumstances, the officers of
the steel plant are feeling
cheated.

They forced to live in
small houses even after at-
taining seniority and suf-
fering loss of HRA up to
Rs 8000 - 14000. As the HRA
was discontinued in 2014,
BSP officers are not able to
buy houses in private
colonies.

In the last few years, the
interest for BSP houses
has increased among the
administrative officers
and public representatives
of the centre as well as the
state. Almost all the big
houses in Sector 5, 8, 9 and
10 are allotted to govern-

ment officials, public rep-
resentatives and former
government officials. Due
to this reason only, the big
houses are out of reach of
the plant officers.

In the present situation,
the officers who retired
from BSP are vacated
within 6 months. The
same rule should be appli-
cable to the administrative
officers and public repre-
sentatives as well. The OA
has demanded that all the
houses vacated by third
parties should be allotted
to the BSP officials only.

Keeping in view the cur-
rent explosive situation,
the OA-BSP has appealed
to the management to re-
view the houses allotted to
these third parties and
make efforts at the highest
level to vacate the houses

of the administrative offi-
cers who are posted else-
where or have retired from
services. OA requested to
allot these big houses to
BSP officers after getting
them freed from such
third party occupiers.

OA President and SEFI
Chairman Narendra
Kumar Banchore has sug-
gested that the houses of
32-Bungalows shall be
identified for MLA resi-
dence, MP residence etc
and the third party resi-
dences of Sector 5, 8, 9, 10
should be vacated soon.

Third party allocation is
being identified by the
team of OA-BSP after sur-
vey in all the sectors and
they are going to take co-
operation from the State
Government and Central
Government for this task.

Jail Bharo agitation; BJPians court arrest 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 16: On the call
of state organisation, BJP
party workers staged Jail
Bharo agitation in Durg on
Monday. Hundreds of BJP
workers and leaders court-
ed arrest in protest of the
state government's policies.
The prime issue of protest
was the new order issued
by the state government re-
garding permission for or-
ganising public events.

BJPians gathered at dif-
ferent places in the district
and took out bike / vehicle
rallies which moved to the
agitation venue - Manas
Bhavan in Durg. Here the
senior leaders of BJP ad-
dressed the gathering after
which the members and
leaders courted arrest.

MP Vijay Baghel, MLA
Vidyaratan Bhasin, former

Minister Prem Prakash
Pandey, former Minister
Ramsheela Sahu, Rakesh
Pandey, District President
Virendra Sahu, Usha Tawri
and other leaders were
present on the dais.

The leaders accused the
Congress of imposing un-
declared emergency in
Chhattisgarh. They said
that the Congress state gov-
ernment has issued a
tyrannical order to sup-
press the voice of the peo-
ple seeking justice.

They said that the
Bhupesh Baghel govern-
ment of the state has issued
a tyrannical order impos-
ing 19-point conditions for
organising all the private,
public, religious, political
and other events across the
state.

Baghel alleged that the
intentions of the state gov-

ernment are to suppress
the protests of mass organ-
ization, voice of dissent, op-
position, religious senti-
ments and freedom of ex-
pression. They said that
protests / agitations of
about 28 organisations of
farmers, youth,
Anganwadi workers, em-
ployment assistants, con-
tract workers, education
workers, panchayat secre-
taries, patwaris, sanitation
workers, electricity work-
ers and others are going on
at present.

They are struggling and
staging protests against the
state government for not
fulfilling the promises in its
election manifesto.
Through this order, the
state government has
adopted dictatorial and op-
pressive policy to suppress
their voice.

Photographs of MLA and Former
Minister missing from banner

The internal differences among the BJP leaders of
the district once again came to fore during the Jail
Bharo agitation in Durg. The photographs of influen-
tial leader and former Vidhan Sabha Speaker Prem
Prakash Pandey as well as Vishali Nagar MLA
Vidyaratan Bhasin were missing from the backdrop
banner installed on the stage. Pandey had taken out a
vehicle rally from Sector 01 and reached the agitation
spot with a large number of supporters. On his in-
structions, a large number of members and office
bearers of Shri Ramjanmotsava Samiti had also par-
ticipated in the agitation. He played a key role in mak-
ing the agitation a grand success. On the other hand,
Vidyaratan Bhasin is the only MLA of Bharatiya
Janata Party in the district. The differences between
the MP Vijay Baghel and the supporters of Rajya
Sabha MP Saroj Pandey was exposed a couple of days
ago during the party meeting at BJP Office in Durg.
Now the BJP district organisation office bearers,
mostly the Saroj supporters, once again tried to ig-
nore two of the influential and senior party leaders of
the district during this demonstration.

BMC Commissioner inspects 
Bhelwa pond during morning visit 

Collector inspects Urban
Gauthan and C-Mart

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 16: On
Monday, District Collector
Dr Sarveshwar Narendra
Bhure conducted a sur-
prise inspection of the
Urban Gauthan in Kosa
Nagar as well as the under
construction C-Mart in
Power House. At Guthan
in Kosanagar, he oversaw
the employment oriented
activities being conducted
by the women.

He inspected the fish
farming unit, incense
sticks manufacturing,
soap made from flowers,
phenyl etc. Considering
the interest and enthusi-
asm of the women,
Collector Dr Sarveshwar
Narendra Bhure asked
the BMC officials to pro-
mote poultry farming in
Gauthan.

He oversaw the pond
where the women are
conducting fish farming.
He suggested the women
to produce vegetables on
a larger area of Gauthan.
He asked them to select
the vegetables which
have high demand in the
market as well as which
take less time for growth.

The Collector inspect-
ed the process of making
vermicompost from cow
dung. He checked the
quality of vermicom-
post. He appreciated the
work of women and sug-
gested adding more ac-
tivities and get employ-
ment and income. He
purchased some of the
products produced by the
women and encouraged

them.
During the inspection,

C o r p o r a t i o n
Commissioner Prakash
Surve, District
Panchayat CEO Ashwani
Dewangan, Additional
Commissioner Ashok
Dwivedi, Deputy
Commissioner Sunil
Agrahari, Zone
Commissioner Manish
Gaikwad and Amitabh
Sharma, Executive
Engineers Sanjay
Sharma, Sanjay Bagde

and others were present.
District Collector also

inspected the under-con-
struction C-Mart located
near Power House. He in-
structed the officials to
complete the work of C-
Mart at the earliest. He
saw the structure being
prepared for the market,
observed the work going
on as per the drawing /
design. He said that spe-
cial attention should be
paid to the quality of
construction.

SNGVB students  shine in CG Board Examinations

Vaibhav Kumar Dubey Kajal Kumari K Mohit Bhavana Pathak Bhargavi Swati Mandle Yamini Verma
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Focus be laid on quality of works: PWD Minister
RRaaiippuurr,,  MMaayy  1166:: Public Works
Minister Tamradhwaj Sahu
instructed the engineers and
departmental officers to com-
plete works with quality within
stipulated time frame. Presiding
over a review meeting and quali-
ty testing programme at Pt
Deendayal Upadhyay Auditorium
here he said that strict action
would be taken against the offi-
cers and employees who were
negligent in their works.  Sahu
honored the engineers who did
excellent work in the program
with a citation. Parliamentary
Secretaries Vikas Upadhyay and
Chintamani Maharaj, Secretary
Public Works Department
Siddharth Komal Singh Pardeshi,
MD of Chhattisgarh Road
Development Corporation
Limited Himshikhar Gupta and
Chief Engineer Vijay Bhattpahari
were present.

Sahu, while addressing all the
engineers present in the auditori-

um, said that adequate budget
had been allocated by the
department for construction
works, keeping in mind the pub-
lic facilities, on the special initia-
tive of Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel. Because of adequate
budget allocation all the con-
struction works of the depart-
ment were steadily underway for
the last three years, he said. He
praised the departmental staff
for speedy construction of infra-
structure including hospitals and
gas pipelines during the Corona

period and said that during this
time many employees were also
infected but the work was not
hampered. Minister Sahu further
said that no compromise will be
made on the quality of construc-
tion works. The amount should
be fully utilized, he said, adding
that estimation should be based
on the amount of work.

He directed the department to
prepare the estimates in such a
way that no situation arises for
making revised estimates. He
instructed to hand over the build-

ing construction work on time,
marking the turning points and
black spots and work on them
expeditiously. Minister Sahu
instructed to complete the
approved works before the rainy
season. It should be ensured that
the situation of traffic jam does
not arise, he said.

Sahu directed to work in coor-
dination with the revenue offi-
cers and officials of the con-
cerned department on land
acquisition case, permission for
sweeping etc. He directed to
complete the ongoing works
under Mukhyamantri Sugam
Sadak Yojana with quality within
the time limit. Parliamentary
Secretaries Vikas Upadhyay and
Chintamani Maharaj also
expressed their views in the pro-
gram. Secretary Siddharth
Komal Singh Pardeshi and Chief
Engineer Bhattaphari gave
important suggestions to the
engineers.

Those who were honoured by
the Minister Sahu for their out-
standing performance were
Umesh Patel Deputy Engineer
Raigarh, Manju Patel Deputy
Engineer Raigarh, Rajiv Nashine,
Executive Engineer, Rajesh
Baghel, Deputy Engineer
Jagdalpur, Sudhir Baghel, Deputy
Engineer Jagdalpur, RK Verma
Sub-Divisional Officer Jagdalpur,
RK Guru Executive Engineer
Jagdalpur, Siyaram Dugge,
Deputy Engineer Setu Division
Jagdalpur, Karan Sangrila, Sub-
Divisional Officer, Setu Sub-
Division Jagdalpur, RM Sheikh
Executive Engineer Setu Division
Jagdalpur, Naveen Verma Deputy
Engineer Patan, RK Shukla Sub
Divisional Officer Patan, CS Ogre
Sub-Divisional Officer Durg,
Shatrughan Devangan, Deputy
Engineer Khairagarh, Sanjay
Devangan, Sub-Divisional Officer
Khairagarh and Arvind Chauhan,
Executive Engineer Khairagarh. 

No decision yet on compensating construction
material price hike to contractors

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, May 16: The deci-
sion to boycott tenders
worth crores of rupees in
the construction depart-
ments across the state has
created panic in the ad-
ministration. Two days
later, the PWD and the
Chief Minister’s Secretary
Komal Siddharth Pardeshi
and the Chief Engineer of
the PWD jointly invited
the office bearers of the
Chhattisgarh Contractor
Association to hold talks

on Monday. At 2:00 pm,
President of Chhattisgarh
Constractor Association,
Biresh Shukla along with
10 office bearers partici-
pated in the meeting held
at Pandit Deendayal
Upadhyay Auditorium,
Raipur. State Government
officials discussed the de-
mand letter of contractors
point by point. In the meet-
ing that lasted for about
two hours, considering
most of the demands as
justified, it has agreed to
resolve. Also the next
meeting is to be called
again within 1 week. In the
meeting held on the third
day of the tender boycott,
PWD Secretary, Komal
Siddharth Pardesi,
Chhattisgarh Road

Corporation, MD
Himshikhar Gupta along
with Chief Engineer VK
Bhatpahari, A. D. V
Project, Director. S.K Kori,
Raipur Zone’s Chief
Engineer Gyaneshwar
Kashyap, Superintending
Engineer BS Kurram were
present.

State President of the
Association Biresh Shukla
has said that the meeting
with the officials was very
positive. The meeting last-
ed for 2 hours, the discus-
sion was held on many is-
sues including the price
hike of construction ma-
terials were discussed in
detail, but no decision has
been taken yet. In the
meeting, officers dis-
cussed on the amount of

difference between the s-
o-r rate and the market
rate in other states. The
mineral royalty issue was
also discussed and how it
is implemented in other
states. The association
has decided that the way
the contractors of all the
construction departments
are facing heavy debt due
to price hike in construc-
tion material. Due to this
issue, it has been decided
to boycott the tender.
Therefore, tenders of all
departments will be boy-
cotted until a concrete so-
lution is found on the 15
point demands including
the amount of difference
between the s-o-r rate and
the market price, said
Brijesh Shukla.

Medical store owner murdered in broad daylight

Central Chronicle News

Dhamtari, May 16: A
Medical Store owner in
Shanti Nagar having addi-
tional business of proper-
ty selling was brutally
murdered in Dhamtari
here on Monday. The im-
pact of hitting with the
iron rod was so high that
the head got divided into
two parts. In protest
against the same, mem-
bers of Jain Samaj closed

down their shops. The
case is that of Arjuni
thana area.

As per reports in this re-
gard, Rajendra Parekh (58)
owner of Medical Store,
R/o Shanti Nagar Colony,
was also having additional
business in real estate and
selling properties. He had
purchased a land in Gram
Amethi locality manch,
but it was under contro-
versy with Firangi
Nirmalkar and was pend-
ing in the court.

It was around 9:00 am,
Rajendra reached his shop
and then left for Gram
Amethi. During this
Firangi Nirmalkar along
with his wife Phuleshwari
Nirmalkar was already
present there. On seeing
Rajendra, both entered
into controversy and it
become so serious that
Firangi hit with an iron

rod on Rajendra’s head
and the impact was so
high that his brain got ex-
posed and later pierced
the rod from his neck and
he died on the spot.

Police reached a private
hospital taking Rajendra
along with them, but the
doctors declared him
dead. The Police is hold-
ing interrogation with
the accused and as to
what is the controversy is
related to land is not clear.
On getting information in
this regard, the business-
men of the city kept their
shops closed to register
the protest and in condo-
lences. They said that
such a big businessmen
from Samaj has been
murdered in broad day-
light and no action has
been taken and puts ques-
tion mark on their safety
as well.

BJP demonstration leads 
to massive traffic jam

Raipur, May 16: Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) leaders
and workers on Monday
took to streets at several
places for the right to stage
dharna-demonstration with-
out any hindrance. Protest
marches taken out by BJP
leaders and workers from
several parts of the capital
made traffic go haywire.
The road from Azad Chowk
to Telibandha Chowk on GE
Road was blocked due to
marches and barricading.
All the vehicles slowly

moved on both the sides on
this road.

Crowd started gathering
at Azad Chowk after 12.30
pm with people coming
from DD Nagar, Jawahar
Nagar, Tatyapara,
Ramsagarpara and Lakhe
Nagar while shouting slo-
gans in form of a proces-
sion. After submitting the
list of protestersall the peo-
ple proceeded towards the
collectorate from the left
side of the road. Due to this,
the entire traffic of the road
came on a single lane.

Two vehicles of the traffic
police moved ahead while
diverting traffic, but there
was a traffic jam between
Phool Chowk and Tatyapara
Chowk. As procession pro-
ceeded from Jai Stambh

Chowk, it caused traffic dis-
ruption on busy road be-
tween Shastri Chowk and
Jaistambh. Long queue of
vehicles was seen on the
way towards Malviya Nagar.
On the other hand, traffic
was also diverted from
Collectorate to Telibandha.
Common people could not
use link road with closure of
most of the roads in the
Civil Lines area. After
Shastri Chowk, the police
closed one lane with light
barricading. At the same
time, the road leading to the
collectorate was completely
blocked. The road from
Mazar Chowk to Raj Bhavan
was also closed. Strong bar-
ricading of the police was
seen on all the roads leading
to the CM House.

Thousands of BJP workers arrested
in ‘Jail Bharo’ agitation

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, May 16:
Thousands of BJP work-
ers gave court arrest after
organising a protest and
‘Jail Bharo’ agitation
across Chhattisgarh
against the state govt cir-
cular imposing stringent
guidelines on agitations,
rallies & demonstrations.

BJP workers resorted to
chanting “Hanuman
Chalisha” in the Central
Jail premises after being
arrested by the Raipur
Administration.

Chhattisgarh BJP
President Vishnu Deo Sai
said that they are against
the 19-point circular is-
sued by the state govern-
ment to hold demonstra-
tion against the state gov-
ernment. He said that BJP
would continue to register
protest against the new
guidelines as it would also

create financial burden on
the poor people who would
want to draw the attention
of administration towards
their grievances.

Sai led the agitation at
his home district of
Jashpur whereas in
Raipur, four senior leaders
were entrusted to lead the
agitation from four
Legislative segments.
Leading the agitation
against the state govern-
ment, the Raipur South
MLA Brijmohan Agrawal
said that they have organ-

ised this protest against
this ‘Kaala Kanoon’ .
Today BJP has launched
‘Jail Bharo’ agitation in
the entire state against it,
we want to see how much
space is there in the jails of
the Bhupesh Baghel gov-
ernment, he added.

Former Minister Rajesh
Munat led the demonstra-
tion from Azad Chowk be-
fore they were stopped by
the police administration.
Similarly, the Raipur BJP
President Shrichand
Sundrani and BJP

Spokesperson Sanjay
Shrivastava led the agita-
tion from Raipur North
segment and Animesh
Kasyap-Motilal Sahu led
the agitation from
Raipur Rural segment.

Former Chief Minister
Dr Raman Singh said
that the Congress had
made several promises to
people to come to power
but failure to implement
has forced them to even
curb the agitation
against state govern-
ment.

State Govt orders to
stringent circular
on demonstration

Stretch between
Azad Chowk and
Telibandha on main
road closed at sev-
eral locations

p PWD Secretary,
Chief Engineer
were present in the
meeting

Hit with an iron rod
on his head and
pierced it from his
neck

Was having some
land controversy
with a person in
Gram Amethi

Raipur, May 16: Two
officers of SECR Raipur
Division have
been selected
for railway na-
tional award.
These officers
are Lokesh
V i s h n o i
A D R M
( O p e r a t i o n )
and K C
Priyadrashi
D i v i s i o n a l
S&T Engineer.
Both of them
will receive the award at
a programme on May 28
in ECoR Bhubaneswar.

Vishnoi receives this
award for coming sec-

ond in Hindi
essay competi-
tion and did ex-
cellent work in
the area of
R a j b h a s h a .
ADRM to his
credit had also
received Rail
R a j b h a s a h a
Medal. The
other awardee
from Raipur
Division is

Santaram Vavanthed
Assistant TRD Raipur
Division.

Lokesh Vishnoi

67th National Railways Award 2022

ADRM (Operation) and
Divisional S&T Engineer

receive award

NSUI burns effigy
of Raman

RRaaiippuurr,,  MMaayy  1166::  Workers of
National Students Union of
India (NSUI) Raipur led by
state president Neeraj
Pandey today burnt effigy of
former chief minister Dr
Raman Singh for what they
alleged as insulting picture of
Bharat Mata by placing it on
the ground during a BJP pro-
gramme.NSUI Raipur presi-
dent Shantanu Jha said that
NSUI Chhattisgarh burnt effi-
gies of Dr Raman Singh in all
over the state for insulting
the picture of Bharat Mata.
NSUI Raipur district president
Shantanu Jha and other work-
ers under the leadership of
state president Neeraj
Pandey shouted slogans
against former chief minister
Dr Raman Singh at Ambedkar
Chowk before burning his
effigy. 

Raipur, May 16: It was
based upon inputs by the
MP Narcotics cell that
huge cache of 480 Kg
‘Ganja’ worth Rs 29 lakh
was recovered by the
Police and two accused
have been nabbed and
both of them are reported
to be from Odisha.

A truck on Ring
Road No. 3 as per in-
puts from MP’s
Narcotics Cell was
stopped by Urla
Police on Sunday
evening and when
the searching was
done, total of 480 Kg
‘ganja’ worth Rs 29
lakh was recovered.
When the police in-
terrogated two

‘Ganja’ smugglers in the
truck they got some clues
and based upon which the
MP Narcotics Cell and
Raipur Police left for
O d i s h a .
The cost of the ‘Ganja’
along with the truck is re-
ported to be that of around
Rs 29 lakhs.

Two nabbed with 480 Kg
‘Ganja’ worth Rs 29 lakh

Raipur, May 16: A 11-
member team of
Chhattisgarh on Monday
departed to Bhopal in
Madhya Pradesh to par-
ticipate in the 32nd
National Sub Junior
Kayaking & Canoeing
championship to be held
from May 17.

Providing the above in-

formation in a statement
issued here, the
Chhattisgarh Pradesh
Kayaking & Canoeing
Association (CPKCA)
Joint Secretary Prashant
Singh Raghuvanshi said
that 10 players and a
coach left from Raipur
Railway Station here to
participate in the two-day

championship. One play-
er from Chhattisgarh
would also be participat-
ing in the 10th National
Canoe Marathon Senior
tournament to be held on
May 18019 in Bhopal
Pond. Players from
Chhattisgarh are practic-
ing the sports at various
venues including the

Dalpat Sagar Pond in
Jagdalpur in accordance
to the declaration made
by Chief Minister for pro-
motion of sports.

CPKCA President
Baldeo Singh Bhatia,
Working President Rohit
Kale, Secretary Abhijit
Mishra and Joint
Secretary of All India
Kayaking & Canoeing
Association Prashant
Raghuvanshi extended
best wishes to the players
for the National event.

Mahendra Kumar
Sahu, Ganehs Sahu,
Kailash Sahu, Morksh
Matiyara, Dipraj Sahu,
Tritesh Sahu,
Phuleshwar Yadav,
Pradeep Kumar Sahu and
Saurabh Sahu are part of
the team whereas Ashok
Sahu in the Team
Manager.

Chh’garh team departs for National Kayaking tournament

Raipur, May 16: The
Employees’ State Insurance
Corporation (ESIC) is start-
ing OPD services from May
17 at the 100-bed ESIC
Hospital at Ravanbhatha,
Birgaon. In the first phase,
obstetrics and gynecology,
surgery and general OPD
department has started.
Patients will be able to avail
OPD services from Monday
to Friday from 9 am to 4 pm
and Saturday from 9 am to 1

pm. IPD services have not
been started yet due to lack
of adequate arrangements.

It is notable that for the
purpose of providing
health services to the ESIC
beneficiaries and their fam-
ilies under the central
scheme, a 100-bed ESIC hos-
pital was constructed at a
cost of about Rs.100 crore.
The hospital construction
started from the year-2019
but could not be inaugurat-
ed due to incomplete con-
struction and non-objection
certificate from the urban
administration. Due to this,
about three lakh ESIC bene-
ficiaries and their families
belonging to Raipur area
were deprived of the facili-
ties of treatment in the hos-

pital. Hindustan Prefab
Limited (HPL), the  compa-
ny that built the hospital
building, had left about 25
percent of the hospital
work incomplete. There
was also a dispute between
HPL and ESIC Ministry re-
garding the amount in-
volved in the construction.
Here the non-objection cer-
tificate for the operation of
the building by the
Municipal Corporation
was also creating a prob-
lem. Employees State
Insurance Corporation
Regional Director (In-
Charge) AN Tiwari said,
OPD services are being
started at Birgaon ESIC
Hospital. IPD services will
also start in a few days.

OPD services starts in 100 bedded
Birgaon ESIC Hospital

ESIC OPD services
started from May 17
in the 100 bedded
ESIC Hospital locat-
ed at Ravanbhatha,
Birgaon.
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Lara, May 16: Gomati Sai,
MP, Lok Sabha (Raigarh)
inaugurated the Girl
Empowerment Mission
(GEM)-2022 at NTPC Lara
on May 16. The pro-
gramme was inaugurated
with ceremonial lamp
lighting by MP along with
Diwakar Kaushik, CGM
(NTPC Lara) and other in-
vitees.

Addressing the gather-
ing Sai lauded NTPC
Lara’s effort for peripheral
development in Raigarh
district. Focusing on GEM,
Mrs Sai said, the residen-

tial training programme
being organized by NTPC
Lara is a very good initia-
tive for the development of
girl child. This programme
will be a milestone in shap-
ing their bright future just
like a potter making a pot
from clay. When these girls
will achieve success in
their future, that time they
will remember NTPC for
shaping their lives in their
early days.

Speaking on this occa-
sion Diwakar Kaushik,
CGM (Lara) said those
NTPC is known as an elec-
tricity producer and illu-
minating nation but by

this GEM programme
NTPC will be known for
empowerment of girls.
Through this programme,
NTPC will help them to
achieve their dreams.

GEM is a specially de-
signed training pro-
gramme for the girls at the
age group of 10-11, those
will undergo a residential
training programme for al-
most one month in the
areas of their educational
curriculum with creativi-
ty, self-defense, yoga, draw-
ing, painting, dance and
personal grooming by the
experienced trainers. At
NTPC Lara 40 girls of

nearby villages enrolled
for this GEM programme,
which will be continued
from May 15 to June 16.

Among others Gopika
Gupta, Member, DDC,
Poonam Solanki, Leader of
opposition, Raigarh
Municipal Corporation,
BDC members, women
sarpanch of PAP villages,
local representatives, all
general managers, senior
officials, representatives of
union and associations, of-
fice bearers and members
of Prerita Mhaila Samiti,
children and their parents
were present on this 
occasion.

GEM inaugurated at NTPC Lara
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Dantewada, May 16: It is
under the guidance of DIG
(Transportation) CRPF
Dantewada Range Vinay
Kumar Singh and SP
South Bastar Dantewada
Siddharth Tiwari, ‘Lon
waratto abhiyan’ (Home
Coming) has been
launched to bring back the
persons from villages who
are active in the banned
Naxal organizations by
asking them to surrender
and make them join main-
stream of the society with
due respect. It is by past-
ing the names of active
Maoists in concerned
thanas/ camps and Gram

Panchayat that this cam-
paign has been launched.

It is on call by the
Commandant 195
Battalion CRPF V Pratap
Singh with appeal to active
Maoists in banned organi-
zations to surrender, two
of the Militia members
from Indravati Area
Committee viz. Kumme
Kashyap and Budhram
Poyam have surrendered
in 195 Battalion CRPF
headquarters in Thana
Barsoor, getting fed-up
with the hollow ideology
of Maoists organizations

here on May 16. The two
surrendered in the pres-
ence of Commandant
195th Battalion CRPF V
Pratap Singh, Second-in-
Command Officer Vikram
Kumar and Krishna
Kumar Chandrakar DSP
Datewada, Surendra
Pambhoi, Inspector TI
Barsoor.

So far under this cam-
paign a total of 537
Maoists including 128
Maoists with prize money
on their head have surren-
dered and joined main-
stream of the society.

Two Maoists surrender under
‘Lon Warrato Abhiyan’

p Under the naxal
eradication cam-
paign

Raipur, May 16: Indian
Institute of Technology
Bhilai hosted the Pan IIT
Yoga Sports Competition
on May 14 in online mode,
where representatives
from 15 IITs participated
in the elimination round.
The judges from the
National Institute of
Sports Certification and
the management team
made the event a success.
The participants per-
formed several asanas and
the performance made a
strong impression on the
judges. Prof. Rajat Moona,
Director, IIT Bhilai, spoke
on the occasion about the
significance of
International Yoga Day. He
deemed it a gift of India to
the world to promote a
healthy lifestyle.

After the first two days
of the event in online
mode, the top five selected

candidates will compete in
the finals which will be
held offline. The event was
coordinated and supported
by Mrs Rajni Moona, Dr
Rahul Jain (Faculty-in-
charge, Student Affairs),
Dr Purnendu Das (Faculty-

in-charge, Sports and
Yoga), Dr Jayesh Chandra
S. Pai (Registrar), Mr
Vikas Taywade (Yoga
Instructor), Mr Sumit
Tiwari (Sports Coach) and
all Sports Council mem-
bers.

First ever PAN IIT Yoga sports
competition launched in IIT

Bilaspur, May 16: Dr.
Bijnaneswar Mondal, as-
sistant professor, Guru
G h a s i d a s
Vishwavidyalaya, Bilaspur
has published a Chemical
Review paper (Impact fac-
tor 60.6) in American
Chemical Society (ACS)
journal. The main subject
of this scientific research
paper was the advance-
ment of artificial molecu-
lar enzymes and their sig-
nificant impacts in various
chemical and biological
process.

On this occasion,
Honourable Vice-chancel-

lor of Guru Ghasidas
Vishwavidyalaya, Prof.
Alok Kumar Chakrawal
congratulates Dr. B.
Mondal and present a me-
mento in the presence of
Prof. Shailendra Kumar
(Registrar, GGV) and Prof.
Goutam Kumar Patra
(Head of Chemistry
Department, GGV). The
Honourable Vice-chancel-
lor also mentioned that
this kinds of scientific
achievement will inspire
research scholar and facul-
ty members of GGV for the
better scientific develop-
ment and future progress.

High impact scientific review
paper published by GGV
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Dhamtari, May 16:
Chhattisgarh Board of
Secondary Education de-
clared the results of the
High and Higher
Secondary School exami-
nations on Saturday, in
which once again girl stu-
dents have topped in both
the board classes in
Dhamtari district. The
10th exam result was 69.60
and 12th 76.11 percent.
Three students in the high
school and two students in
the top ten in the higher
secondary examination
have increased the value of
Dhamtari district by mak-
ing a place. In this way,
Dhamtari’s rank has been
23rd in 10th and 25th place

in 12th in the state.
The 12th board examina-

tion was conducted by the
Chhattisgarh Board of
Secondary Education from
March 2, in which the
number of registered stu-
dents was 9790. Out of this
4115 boys and 5540 girls ap-
peared for the exam. In the
12th board examination
1177 boys and 1978 girls
passed in first division,
whereas 1688 boys and 2178
girls got second division.
Similarly 197 boys and 127
girls passed the examina-
tion in third division.

In the 10th board, 74.47
percent boys and 77.33 per-
cent girls have passed. In
this way, the examination
result of girl students was
2.86 percent higher than

that of boys. It is notewor-
thy that in the year-2018,
the 10th board exam result
was 70 percent, in which
the percentage has in-
creased. Similarly, the re-
sult was 69.60, the number
of registered candidates in
the 10th board examina-
tion was 11991, out of
which 11588 girl students
took part in the examina-
tion. In this 3895 boys and
2486 girls passed the exam-
ination in first division.

Whereas 3517 students,
1913 girls passed the exam-
ination in second division
and 652 boys and 249 girls
passed the examination in
third division. In this way,
8064 students have passed
in the 12th board, the re-
sult of which was 69.60. In

this way in higher second-
ary also girl students have
outperformed the boys.
There has been an in-
crease of 6.3 percent in the
12th board exam results as
compared to last year. This
year also, girls have
achieved more success
than boys.

Girls outshine boys in district merit list

What officer says
The 10th and 12th board

exam results are very
promising. In the district,
three students in high
school and two in higher
secondary school have
made it to the state merit
list. It is a matter of pride
for the residents of the dis-
trict. Rajni Nelson, DEO 
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Bijapur, May 16: As a
result of running bus
service by the district ad-
ministration through
local youth transport
committee in the
Naxalite affected areas of
Bhairamgarh and Usoor
blocks of the district,
now the villagers of the
above remote areas are
getting all-weather trans-
portation facility, which
is boon to the villagers
who otherwise had to
travel on foot or local
means to cover distances.

Roads and culverts
were constructed by the
district administration
in these remote Naxalite

affected areas with the
help of security forces
and to connect these
areas with the main-
stream of development,
priority was given to
basic facilities like
schools, Anganwadi cen-
ters, health centers, ra-
tion shops etc. At the
same time, 4 buses are
being operated from the
District Mineral Trust
fund through the local
youth transport commit-
tee to provide traffic facil-
ities to the villagers of

the said internally affect-
ed areas up to the block
and district headquar-
ters. Buses are being op-
erated from Bechapal to
Bijapur and Bedre to
Bijapur under
Bhairamgarh block and
from Silger to Bijapur in
Sukma district along the
border with Galgam to
Bijapur under Usoor
block.

Due to the operation of
buses in these areas, the
villagers are getting facil-
ities for education and

health facilities. Now the
children of the villagers
come to the block and dis-
trict headquarters for
studies. At the same time,
it is getting easier for the
villagers to go to the
Community Health
Center, District Hospital
and other higher health
institutions for medical
treatment. With this, the
villagers are now easily
reaching the Haat-Bazaar
for the sale of agricultur-
al produce and forest pro-
duce.

In this regard, vil-
lagers like Somlu Kadti,
Sukhram Madvi, Dilip
Kadti of Miratoor area of
??Bhairamgarh block, ap-
preciating the initiative
of the district adminis-
tration, said that earlier
there was a big problem
in traveling by taxi or
any other means. But
now with the introduc-
tion of bus service, this

problem has been solved.
The youth have also got
employment through the
said bus service operated
by the district adminis-
tration through the local
youth transport commit-
tee.

In this regard Shri
Balram Telami and Shri
Ramesh Telam, members
of Yuva Transport
Committee, which oper-
ate bus from Bechapal to
Bijapur, said that there
are total 8 members in
their committee. In the
initial phase, after fuel
and other expenses from
bus operation every day,
an income of about Rs 3
to 4 thousand is being
generated. This amount
is currently being de-
posited in the account of
the committee. Presently
the committee is earning
Rs 2 to 3 thousand every
day after all the expendi-
ture from bus operation.

Villagers get perennial transport facility 
In Naxal affected
areas of
Bhairamgarh and
Usoor 
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Koriya, May 16: Under
the Chief Minister’s
Urban Slum Health
Scheme (USHS), treatment
facility is being provided
through Mobile Medical
Units (MMU) in all the
urban bodies in the dis-
trict. A surprise inspec-
tion of MMU vehicle,
under the scheme was
done by District Collector
Kuldeep Sharma.

The Collector took daily
OPD information from the
medical team, the team in-
formed that an average of
88 patients are coming to

the clinic, who are being
examined and treated free
of cost. During this,
Collector Sharma also
made a surprise inspec-
tion of Dhanwantri
Generic Medical Store lo-
cated in New Leathery re-

gion. During the inspec-
tion, Collector Sharma
took information about
the stock of medicines and
surgical items from the op-
erator and expressed dis-
pleasure over the shortage
of medicines as per the

prescribed list in the med-
ical store under the
scheme.

Collector Mr. Sharma di-
rected the concerned
agency to issue a notice
saying that sufficient med-
icines should be made
available within 1 week.
He said that negligence
will not be tolerated in the
operation of the public
welfare scheme of the gov-
ernment. Here it needs a
mention that, under the
scheme, 251 types of medi-
cines and 27 surgical items
are to be kept in sufficient
quantity in the store for
the beneficiaries.

Inspection of MMU vehicle
under USHS by Collector

KKoorrbbaa  MMaayy  1166::  District Collector
Ranu Sahu today took a review
meeting of all the departmental
officers in the Collectorate meet-
ing room regarding the proposed
visit by the Chief Minister in the
district. In the meeting, D.F.O.
Korba Priyanka Pandey, D.F.O.
Katghora Premlata Yadav, Joint
Collector Vijendra Singh Patle,
District Panchayat CEO Nutan
Kanwar, Municipal Commissioner
Prabhakar Pandey, S.D.M. Pali
Mamta Yadav, S.D.M. Katghora
Tendulkar, and all the departmen-
tal officers were present. 

Collector Ranu Sahu directed
to ensure the speedy disposal of
pending revenue cases and com-
pensation distribution and said
that the Patwari should make a
register of conversion, payment,
etc. so that the cases could be
resolved within the time limit.
Mrs. Sahu inquired about the
problem of overbilling in the elec-
tricity department and gave
instructions to the concerned offi-
cers for speedy redressal of the
billing problem. 

The officials of the Electricity
Department said that to address

the grievances of the general
public, the complaints are being
resolved by organizing camps,
sending village-village employees
and contacting the consumers,
checking and rectification work is
being done. While reviewing the
education department, Mrs. Sahu
said that the teachers should stay
in the headquarters and said that
from the new academic session,
children should be given practice
focusing on answer writing so
that children can develop better
ability to write and understand.
Sahu also took information from
the District Education Officer
regarding the operation of the
mid-day meal scheme and gave
instructions for better operation.
While reviewing the health
department, Mrs. Sahu gave
instructions to conduct medical
camps and directed to get moni-
toring done by district and block
level medical officers under Haat
Bazar Clinic scheme so that it can
be operated smoothly with better
quality. 

Prioritise quick settlement 
of revenue cases: Collector 

G a u r e l a - P e n d r a -
Marwahi, May 16: For the
overall development of the
district in all areas includ-
ing electricity, water, roads
and education, Minister of
Revenue and Disaster
Management and in-charge
of the district, Jaisingh
Agrawal inaugurated devel-
opment works worth Rs
219.99 lakh.The Minister
performed Bhumipujan in
Bandhamuda pond complex
of Gaurela and Pendra
Nagar Panchayat and
Government Multipurpose
Higher Secondary School
Pendra. Meanwhile merito-
rious student Kahef Anjum
was also felicitated by the
Minister with a token prize
of Rs 25,000 for bagging sec-
ond position in the state in
class X board results.

Addressing the gather-
ing, the Minster said that a
continuous series of devel-
opment works have been
made by Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel in the en-
tire state, due to which de-
velopment of all the areas is
taking place. He said that it
is a matter of great pleasure

that today the statue of
Father of the Nation
Mahatma Gandhi has been
installed in the Nagar
Panchayat Pendra and
Gaurela Pendra Marwahi
has made a separate identi-
ty along with being a new
district.

He said that the district
administration is continu-
ously doing better work in
the development of the dis-
trict. The collector is con-
stantly visiting different
areas of the district and in-
specting various works.
New sub-divisions, tehsils,
sub-tehsils have also been
created for the ease of dis-
posal of revenue works in

the district, a network of
roads has been laid in the
district so that the develop-
ment of the people of the
district can take place rap-
idly, he said.

On this occasion,
Marwahi MLA Dr. KK
Dhruv said that the appoint-
ment of Revenue Minister
Mr. Jaisingh Agrawal as the
minister in charge of the
district is very important
for the district. President
Nagar Panchayat Pendra
Shri Rakesh Jalan said that
special attention is paid by
the minister in charge in
the development work of
the district, due to which
programs of inauguration

and foundation stone are
being held continuously in
the district.

MLA Dr. KK Dhruv, mem-
ber of Scheduled Tribes
Commission, senior
Congressman and
Gandhian thinker KK
Mishra, Pendra Nagar
Panchayat President Shri
Rakesh Jalan, Gaurela
Nagar Panchayat President
Smt. Gangotri Rathore,
Nagar Panchayat
Alderman, Councilors
Premvati Kol, Jaydutt
Tiwari, Ramesh Sahu,
Paras Chaudhary , Aruna
Jaiswal, Jilesh Singh,
Sunita Rathore, Maiku
Bharia, Rakesh Chaturvedi,
Sharad Gupta, Bhavna
Karelia, Iqbal Singh Pankaj
Tiwari, Omprakash Banka,
Madan Soni, Shakuntala
Jaiswal, Nirman Jaiswal,
Pratap Singh, Mamta
Paikra, Prashant Shriwas
Amol Pathak, public repre-
sentatives , Collector Ms.
Richa Prakash Choudhary,
Superintendent of Police
Mr. Trilok Bansal, digni-
taries and villagers were
present.

Developmental works worth Rs 219.99 lakh inaugurated 



DC inspects health centers
to upgrade health facilities
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Mungeli, May 16: District
Collector Gaurav Kumar
Singh, here inspected
Health Centers in village
Temri and Mungeli apart
from inspecting
Government hospital to up-
grade health centres. He in-
spected equipments, medi-
cine stocks, potable water
available and diagnostic
centers, including general
hygiene and sanitation.

The Collector also inter-
acted with outdoor pa-

tients and inquired about
distribution of medicine
and number of patient's
registered, and gave neces-
sary instruction to staff
concerned.

He expressed displeas-
ure over the lack of sys-
tematic operation at
Ayush Department for eld-
erly patients. CEO Zila
Panchayat D S Rajput,
Mungeli Sub Divisional
Officer Revenue, CMHO
Dr. Madhulika Singh, DPO
Utkarsh Tiwari and others
staff were present.

Parliamentary Secy wishes 
for happiness, peace and 

prosperity of Bastar
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Jagdalpur, May 16: MLA
Jagdalpur and
Parliamentary Secretary
Rekhchand Jain partici-
pated in the prestige cere-
mony of the newly built
Mata Mandir in village
panchayat Sidmud and
prayed for the happiness
and prosperity of

Chhattisgarh and Bastar.
On this occasion, he
prayed for happiness,
peace and prosperity by of-
fering prayers to
Dhavadaveer Baba along
with Kusumadei Mata,
Pardesin Mata and Kali
Telmin Mata.

Addressing the crowd
assembled, Jain said that
Mata Gudi is the center of

our faith and belief, our
government is continuous-
ly working for the restora-
tion of Mata Gudi and we
pray to Dhavadavir Baba
along with Mata Kusmadei
Mata, Pardesin Mata and
Kali Telmin Mata for the
happiness, peace and pros-
perity of this region.

On this occasion, along
with Parliamentary
Secretary Rekhchand Jain,
District Panchayat mem-
ber and Block President
Neelu Ram Baghel,
Sarpanch village Sidmud
Haribandhu Nag,
Lakheshwar Retailam,
Mukund Singh Thakur,
Sukhdev Baghel, Priest
Manbodh Baghel, Tularam
Kashyap, Sampat Nag,
Chaituram Nag and
INTUC Congress State
General Secretary Vijay
Singh and villagers were
present in large numbers.
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Fingeshwar, May 16:
Villagers of Gram Purena
have lodged complaint
with SDM Rajim that the
Kotawar of Purena
Anusiya Bai W/o Manglu
Devdas has been provided
land in Ph.H. NO. 16 RI
Mandal Rajim, Tehsil
Rajim, District
Gariyaband by the gov-
ernment as 'sewa bhoomi'
in Kh. No. 381, 384, 435,
76/1 with land area of 1.62
hect., 1.31 hect., 0.18 hect,
totalling 3.78 hect and in
other words 9.35 acre.

In the Kh. No 76/1 with
area of 0.63 hect, the
Patwari has shown paddy
crop being taken on 0.55
hect. in the Girdwari and

in Khariff year 2021-22,
Anusuiya sold total of 20
quintal paddy.

But in this entire area,
no paddy was sown. In
this same way the Kotwar
Anusuiya Bai in nexus
with the Patwari has pre-
sented wrong 'Girdwari'
report and posed econom-
ic loss to the state govern-
ment and action should
be taken against him.

On this complaint, it
was in the presence of
two RIs and Patwari and
one complainant and non-
complainant that the
Tehsildar Fingeshwar
conducted site visit. In
this inspection, the
Tehsildar found the
'Mahua' tree lying in the
ground in Kh. No. 839.

A 'panchnama' of the
same was made on May 14
and investigation was
done of felling of 'Mahua'
tree on the government
land given to Santram,
S/o Manglu Devdas.

It is notable here that
Santram Devdas is son of
Gram Purena Kotawar
Anusuiya Bai Devdas and
it signifies an old proverb
that if mother is a Kotwar
than whom to fear.
During inspection the
Tehsildar also found ille-
gal encroachment in
Gram Kotwar on addi-
tional government land
than the one allocated to
her.

It is learnt that in Gram
Kotwar, Anusuiya Bai has
doen encroachment on

land No. 375, 211 and 839,
whereas she has been pro-
vided 'sewa bhoomi' sepa-
rately by the state govern-
ment.

Applicant villagers
Rekhuram Sahu, Sambhu
Ram Sen, Mahendra
Kumar Sahu, Anand
Ram, Lomesh Sahu,
Shekhuram Sahu,
Neelam Sahu informed
that in the 'sewa bhoomi'
allocated to Anusuiya,
paddy crop is taken just
in 4.50 acre out of total 9
acre land provided to her.

But selling of 136 quin-
tal paddy by her on MPS
should be investigated
and it is only after thor-
ough inquiry by the offi-
cer that final report
would be known.
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Bharni, May 16: St.
Xavier's Chain of Schools
celebrated Aarohan- 24
years glorious journey of
St. Xavier's in the campus
of St. Xavier's High
School, Bharni. The pro-
gramme was organized as
Chairman's Day to cele-
brate the birthday of Dr.
GS Patnaik- Chairman
cum Managing Director of
St. Xavier's Chain of
Schools.

The programme high-
lighted the 24 years' glori-
ous journey of St. Xavier's
family under the vision-
ary leadership of Dr. GS
Patnaik. Although, today
St. Xavier's is of one of the
leading school chains of

India, the beginning of
the group had been very
humble. The group start-
ed its first school in
theyear 1998 in a small
rented building in the

backward area of Odisha,
followed by its second
school in M.P (now
Chhattisgarh) at Bilaspur.
At present, the group has
63 schools in different

states of India.
Takhatpur MLA and

Parliamentary Secretary
Dr. Rashmi Singh Thakur
and Ashish Singh Thakur
were present as the
Special Guests. The cultur-
al programme presented
by the teaching, non-teach-
ing and support staff of
the schools' show cased the
contribution of the group
in the field of education.

Other dignitaries pres-
ent on the occasion were
Rama Rao, SP Chaturvedi,
RP Agarwal, Sita
Sonthaliya, Piyush Gupta,
Subash Agarwal,
Lekhashree Patnaik,
Mukesh Saraf, A.
Samantray and the princi-
pals of St. Xavier's Chain
of Schools, Bilaspur Zone.

Forest Deptt purchases Mahua flower
worth Rs 2 crore from forest dwellers
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Mainpur, May 16: This
year ample Mahua flower
production has touched
record high in state and in
the last week of March for-
est department purchased
Mahua flowers from the
collectors at Rs 40-45 per
kilo instead of the declared
MSP of Rs 33 per kilo. The
excess produce of Mahua
flower led to sudden fall in
the price during the second
half of April and the price

reached Rs 28 per kilo. The
forest dwellers were wor-
ried with sudden fall in
price and at that time
Gariabandh Forest
Division came to their res-
cue and started purchasing
at a price of Rs 33 per kilo.
Gariabandh Forest
Division through 15 com-
mittees after April 20 till
date has purchased 6,000
quintal Mahua from the
collectors and total cost of
the purchase is about Rs 2
crore. In addition other for-

est products valuing Rs 2.5
crore have also been pur-
chased and out of the total
purchase Rs 1.25 crore pay-
ment has been made.

Gariabandh Forest
Division stands second in
tendupatta procurement
Tendupatta procurement is
in progress and against the
target of 84300 bags till May
14, 2022 80463 bags have
been purchased. This pur-
chase makes Gariabandh
Forest Division stands sec-
ond in the entire state.

Monsoon expected to 
strike Bastar around June 7
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Jagdalpur, May 16: The
South-West Monsoon en-
ters Chhattisgarh via
Bastar and it is expected to
knock the region a week
after reaching Kerala.
This year as per predic-
tions from IMD, Monsoon
is expected to reach Kerala
by May 27 and if every-
thing else remain normal,
then in ten days time i:e on
June 7, it is expected to
enter Chhattisgarh via
Bastar. Last year it was ex-

pected to reach Kerala by
May 31, but it landed on
June 3 and reached Bastar
by June 9.

Efforts were made to
contact the in-charge of
Meteorological depart-
ment office in Bastar divi-
sion hq's Meteorologist
RK Sori, but it was in vain
and thereafter IMD's land-
line No. was contacted
and it was also closed and
this shows that the
Meteorological depart-
ment of Bastar is more or
less in dead state.

Information about this
has been raised by the
journalists of Bastar and
what is ironical is that
journalists have to make
news about meteorology
contacting IMD's office in
IGKV in Raipur.

Due to this he farmers
of Bastar have been de-
prived of weather infor-
mation and when the

journalists approach
M e t e o r o l o g i c a l
Department's office in
Bastar, they say that infor-
mation can be obtained
from Raipur office.

Jagdalpur's meteorolog-
ical department's office
only study's the present
weather conditions and
spreads it to the Airport
and other concerned au-
thorities.

What is required on
part of Bastar divisional
hq's is to make its office in
Bastar more active and
functional, so that it
comes handy to farmers
of the region in case of
sudden change in weather
and can help them in sav-
ing their crops.

It is notable here that
moving forward the
South-West Monsoon
after hitting the Southern
states, reaches Bastar
around June 15, but this

year it is expected to
strike Kerala by May 27
and so it is expected to
land in Bastar by June 7.

The arrival of timely
monsoon for the farmers
of Bastar and entire state
is very much beneficial
and comes as a big relief,
as the large number of
farmers taking up Khariff
crop is purely dependent
upon monsoon showers.

For areas with single-
crop, this monsoon will
increase their hopes for
better cultivation and the
delay may further come
as a big loss to farmers, as
it reduces their crop culti-
vation.

Majority of farmers of
Bastar generally do not
take benefit of crop insur-
ance and due to which
they have to face massive
loss if there is no timely
arrival of monsoon this
season.
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p Farmers of Bastar
deprived of exact
Meteorological
update

p Due to ineffective
working in
Meteorological
deptt of Bastar div.

Forest dwellers drying forest produce after collection. Villagers returning after collecting forest produce.

WWhhaatt  ffoorreesstt  ooffffiicceerr  ssaayyss……

"As per MSP
for the forest
produce de-
clared by the
state govern-
ment, in the
last one-and-

half months Mahua and honey
worth Rs 2.5 crore has been pur-
chased through samitis and also
timely payment is being done."

--  MMaayyaannkk  AAggrraawwaall
DFO, Forest Department

Gariabandh

St. Xavier’s chain of schools organizes ‘Aarohan’ National Karate C’ship on July 15
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Bilaspur, May 16: In
the office of
Chhattisgarh Olympic
Sangh a meeting was or-
ganized between
Chhattisgarh Olympic
Sangh Secretary

Gurucharan Singh Hora
and Karate Sangh GS
Avinash Sethi, a deci-
sion was taken to organ-
ize National Karate
Championship at Indoor
Stadium Bilaspur on
July 15 and 16.

In this championship

about 2000 players from
all over the country will
be participating. In this
meeting youth leader
from Bilaspur Tanmeet
Chabra and Bilaspur
Karate Sangh Secretary
Khetro Mahanand were
present.

‘CM Mitan Yojana
benefiting all’

Churikala, May 16: The
initiative
taken by
C h i e f
Minister
Bhupesh
Baghel to
m a k e
available
all the

certificates at door step
under CM Mitan Yojana
has been hailed by Nagar
Panchayat Churikala for-
mer president and MLA
Representative Ashok
Dewangan. He praised the
initiative taken in ensur-
ing benefit for the people.
Dewangan added that free
helpline has been issued
and anyone can call in this
number to get certificates
at doorstep.

Ashok Dewangan

ABC Public School cent percent
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Kharora, May 16: The
result of the Class 10th
Board exam of ABC
Public School in Saragaon
was cent percent and all
the students of the School
passed in first division
and brought laurels to
their School, villagers and
family members.

ABC Public School is
the only School in
Saragaon, where the stu-

dents are imparted educa-
tion, along with values,
discipline and character
building and it is through
these values imbibed that
the School got such good
results.

Yogita Verma of the
School secured 88% marks
and topped in the School
and she got distinction in
all the subjects. Muskan
Chakradhari and Chetana
Dewangan got 79% and
78% marks and were in

second and third place.
For this achievement,

the School management
has extended greetings to
the Principal, teachers
and parents and has
taken a decision to pro-
vide scholarship to all
the toppers taking admis-
sion in Class 11th. The
Principal of the School
too has extended greet-
ings to all the children
and parents on behalf of
the School family.

Yogita Verma tops with 88% marks

Case filed
against youth
threatening

girl on mobile
Kharora, May 16: A
girl students studying
in Amity University
has lodged complaint
in Kharora thana
against a person
threatening her on
her mobile. In the
complaint it was in-
formed that it is chat-
ting on the social
media that she has
been threatened and
scolded and used in-
descent words. She
was warned of throw-
ing acid and outrag-
ing her modesty, if
she lodges complaint.
A case has been filed
against the accused
Manish Basant (22),
R/o Takathpur and
matter has been taken
under investigation.

Villagers lodge complaint 
against Gram Kotawar

For selling 136 quintal paddy in MSP and for felling of ‘Mahua’ tree on govt land

Two nabbed for cheating in 
the name of doubling amount
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JJaaggddaallppuurr,,  MMaayy  1166::  With false
promises to double the amount,
the Police succeeded in nabbing
two female accused viz. Puja
Mishra and Pushpa Rai R/o
Gram Noukahat, Haripur,
Gitalpara, District Jalpaigudi
(WB) here on Friday.  As per in-
formation in this regard from
the police, the victim of this
cheating Kishore Pujari R/o
Manganpur informed that he re-
ceived a call from an  unknown
female person with promises
to double the income and
cheated him of Rs 1 lakh. A
complaint in this regard was
lodged in Nagarnar thana on
22 J une 2021 and on which
Nagarnar Thana filed a case
under section 420 of IPC and
66 (D) of IT Act. Taking the
matter under investigation, a
female and male police per-
sonnel were sent to Gram
Noukaghat, Haripur, Gitalapara
District New Jalpaigudi (WB)
and with help of the local po-
lice raided the residence of fe-

male accused Puja Mishra and
Pushpa Rai and arrested both of
them.  On interrogation Puja
Mishra and Rai accepted their

crime of doubling the amount
and taking amount of Rs 1 lakh
and based upon which further
action was taken.

BUDDHA JAYANTI IN HARIDWAR

Devotees gather at the banks of river Ganga on the occasion of Buddha Purnima festival, at Har Ki Pauri Ghat in Haridwar, Monday.

GYANVAPI MOSQUE SURVEY 

Commissioner of Varanasi Deepak Agrawal interacts with media during the third and last day of a videographic

survey at Gyanvapi Mosque complex, in Varanasi, Monday.

Left parties call for protests
from May 25 to 31

New Delhi, May 16:

The Left parties have
called for a nationwide
protest against inflation
and unemployment, start-
ing May 25 to 31 while also
rolling out a list of de-
mands in front of the
Centre.

The parties have also di-
rected their units across
the country to carry out a
coordinated nationwide
struggle during the stated
period. Rolling back of sur-
charges/cess on petroleum
products, restoration of
the wheat supplies through
the Public Distribution
System (PDS), strengthen-
ing the PDS by the distribu-
tion of essential commodi-
ties including pulses and
edible oil feature in their
list of demands.
“Unabated galloping price

rise is imposing unprece-
dented burdens on the peo-
ple. Crores are suffering
and are pushed into deeper
poverty with growing
hunger pangs. Coming on
top of unprecedented and
growing levels of unem-
ployment, this is com-
pounding people’s mis-
eries,” said a joint state-
ment by the Left parties.
“Over the last year, the
prices of petroleum prod-
ucts have increased by 70
per cent, vegetables by 20
per cent, cooking oil by 23
per cent and cereals by 8
per cent. Wheat, the staple
diet of crores of Indians, is
seeing a price rise of over
14 per cent, making it unaf-
fordable. Wheat procure-
ment has declined,” added
the statement enumerating
the instances of inflation
in the country.

IAS trainee officers visit
Andaman & Nicobar Command
Port Blair, May 16 (PTI):

Indian Administrative
Service (IAS) Trainee
Officers of the 2021 Batch
visited the Andaman and
Nicobar Command (ANC)
as part of Defence
Attachment tour. The
Andaman and Nicobar
Command (ANC) is the first
integrated theatre com-
mand in India with head-
quarters at Port Blair.

The 107 IAS trainee offi-
cers on arrival at ANC HQ
on May 12 were briefed on
the strategic dimensions of
the Andaman and Nicobar
Islands and given an
overview of the integrated
operations and operational
challenges of the command
in order to better under-
stand the operational capa-
bility of the Andaman and
Nicobar Command, a press

release issued by the ANC
said on Monday. The trainee
officers thereafter visited
the ANC’s Army
Component at Birchgunj,
Air Force Component,
Coast Guard Headquarters,
Coast Guard Ships, Navy
Ships and Naval Ship
Repair Yard (NSRY). They
were also taken for ‘Day at
Sea’ onboard an Indian
Navy ship. The visit provid-
ed the IAS officer trainees
an opportunity to appreci-
ate the multi-faceted,
unique integrated and
strategic aspects of the
Command. It also helped
them to get a first hand in-
sight into the aspects in-
volved in protecting 836
Andaman and Nicobar
Islands, their coastline and
the Exclusive Economic
Zone associated aspects, the
release added.
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BRIEF

2 killed
i Itanagar: Two people

died when their house
was hit by a massive
landslide triggered by
incessant downpour,
near Punjabi Dhaba
here, police said on
Monday. A woman is
still trapped inside the
mud house, which
came crashing down
Sunday night due to
the impact of the
landslide, Capital
Superintendent of
Police (SP) Jimmy
Chiram said. While
two bodies have been
retrieved from the de-
bris, the fate of the
woman is yet to be
known, he said. An
operation is under-
way to rescue her, the
SP added.

Rain
i Dharamshala:

Thunderstorm and
rain along with light
hailstorm are expect-
ed in parts of
Himachal Pradesh
from Monday to
Wednesday, bringing
respite from the pre-
vailing heat spell.
Rain and snowfall are
likely in higher alti-
tude areas of the state,
the Meteorological de-
partment said in
Shimla on Monday.
Due to fresh western
disturbance in mid
troposphere levels
with its axis at 5.8 km
above mean sea level,
light to moderate
thunderstorm or rain-
fall is expected, it said.

Mercury dips
i Bhopal: Residents of

Madhya Pradesh are
likely to get a respite
from the severe hot
weather this week as
the temperature has
started going down
and the mercury is ex-
pected to dip further
over the next few
days, a MeT official
said on Monday. On
Saturday, Nowgaon
and Khajuraho in
Chhatarpur district
sizzled at 48 degrees
Celsius and the maxi-
mum temperature at
both the places slight-
ly dipped to 47 degrees
Celsius on Sunday.
The mercury is ex-
pected to go down fur-
ther from Tuesday.

Stones hurled 
i Rajgarh: A group of

people allegedly
threw stones at the
wedding venue of a
Dalit man in Madhya
Pradesh’s Rajgarh
district, following
which the marriage
procession was taken
out under police pro-
tection, an official
said on Monday. Five
people were arrested
in connection with
the incident which
took place in Piplayia
village on Sunday
night, he said. Some
influential people
from the village, most-
ly members of the
Dangi community, al-
legedly hurled stones
at the wedding venue
as they were against
the Dalit groom com-
ing to their village
with the ‘baraat’ (cele-
bratory procession),
Jirapur police sta-
tion’s inspector
Prabhat Gaur told PTI.

Tiny robots
i New Delhi: Nano-

sized robots manipu-
lated using a magnetic
field can help kill bac-
teria deep inside the
teeth, and boost the
success of root canal
treatments, according
to a study by re-
searchers at the
Indian Institute of
Science (IISc)
Bengaluru. Root canal
treatments are rou-
tinely carried out to
treat tooth infections
in millions of
patients.

New Delhi, May 16 (PTI):

Slamming the anti-en-
croachment drive being
carried out in various
parts of the city, Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal
on Monday said if bull-
dozers raze shops and
houses of 63 lakh people
in Delhi, which are con-
sidered illegal, it will be
the “biggest destruction”
in independent India.

At a meeting with Aam
Aadmi Party MLAs on
the matter, Kejriwal told
them that they should be
ready to go to jail for op-
posing the anti-encroach-
ment drive being carried
out by the BJP-led munic-
ipal corporations in vari-
ous parts of Delhi.

“They are reaching
colonies with bulldozers
and razing any shop and
house. Even if people
show them papers to
prove that the structure is
not illegal, they do not
check them,” he said.

“Delhi has not been

made in a planned
way.More than 80 per cent
of Delhi can be called ille-
gal and encroached. Does
that mean you will de-
stroy 80 per cent of
Delhi?” he said in an on-
line briefing.

The party is against the
way the anti-encroach-
ment drive is being car-
ried out, he said, adding
nearly 50 lakh people stay
in unauthorised colonies,
10 lakh in ‘jhuggis’ and
there are lakhs of people
who have modified bal-
conies or done something
that does not conform to
original maps.

“That means homes
and shops of 63 lakh peo-
ple will be bulldozed. This
will be the biggest de-
struction happening in
independent India,” he
said.

While noting that the
Aam Aadmi Party is
against encroachment
and wants Delhi to look
beautiful, he said razing
homes and shops of 63
lakh people will not be tol-
erated.

“In the last 15 years, the
BJP was in power in MCD
and took money. Their
tenure will be ending on
May 18. Do you have con-
stitutional power to take
such a big decisions. Let
elections happen and let
that party take the deci-
sion.Everyone knows that
the AAP will come to
power in MCD,” he said.

He assured people that
the AAP will solve the
problem of encroach-
ment and people residing
in unauthorised colonies
will get ownership rights.

CM Kejriwal targets BJP over
anti-encroachment drive

Jammu, May 16:

PDP chief Mehbooba
Mufti on terrorism in J-K
and the Gyanvapi mosque
issue. “We created a safe
atmosphere for Kashmiri
pandits. In 2010, 2016 dur-
ing peak unrest, no killing
happened. “The movie
Kashmir Files has also
triggered it. They’re creat-
ing Hindu-Muslim issues
to distract from real topics
and are after Gyanvapi
mosque now. “They are
after all our mosques. Give
us a list of all mosques you
are eyeing... They are after
Gyanvapi mosque now.
Would everything be okay
when they take all of it?”

The BJP’s Jammu and
Kashmir unit chief
Ravinder Raina on Sunday
visited the Sheikhpora

camp of the Kashmiri
Pandit employees protest-
ing the killing of Rahul
Bhat to express solidarity
with them and said the
mistakes of the 1990s will
not be repeated.

Bhat, who had got the
job of a clerk under the
special employment pack-
age for migrants in 2010-
11, was gunned down by
terrorists inside the tehsil
office in Chadoora town of
central Kashmir’s
Budgam district on
Thursday.

Kashmir Files triggered 
terrorism in J-K: Mehbooba

Srinagar, May 16 (PTI):

The BJP’s Jammu and
Kashmir unit chief
Ravinder Raina on Sunday
visited the Sheikhpora
camp of the Kashmiri
Pandit employees protest-
ing the killing of Rahul
Bhat to express solidarity
with them and said the
mistakes of the 1990s will
not be repeated.

Bhat, who had got the
job of a clerk under the
special employment pack-
age for migrants in 2010-
11, was gunned down by
terrorists inside the tehsil
office in Chadoora town of
central Kashmir’s
Budgam district on
Thursday.

Protests were held at
several places in the Union
Territory over the killing
as well as the “failure” of

the administration to pro-
vide security to Kashmiri
Pandit employees. Police
used batons and tear
smoke shells at
Sheikhpora in Budgam on
Friday to quell the protest.

The L-G on Sunday or-
dered an inquiry into the
use of force against the
protesters. According to a
BJP spokesperson, Raina
visited Sheikhpora along
with party General

Secretary (Organization)
Ashok Koul and paid rich
tribute to Rahul Bhat.
They expressed solidarity
with the protesting
Kashmiri Pandits. Raina
said the mistake done in
the 1990s, ostensibly refer-
ring to the exodus of
Kashmiri Pandits due to
militancy, will not be re-
peated time and again.

“Everyone has equal
rights in the Jammu and
Kashmir. Kashmiri
Pandits too have the same
right to live in Kashmir.
Here Kashmiri Muslims,
Kashmiri Sikhs, Kashmiri
Pandits lived in harmony
and will remain so,” he
said.

Raina said, “We will
fight against terrorism
firmly. We are not afraid of
anything and will not run
away from here.”

Mistakes of 1990s won’t be repeated, will fight

against terrorism firmly: J-K BJP chief Raina

Bhubaneswar, May 16 (PTI):

The opposition BJP has
released a list of 40 star
campaigners including
five Union Ministers who
will campaign for the
party candidate in the by-
election to the
Brajrajnagar Assembly
seat. The list submitted to
the Election Commission
of India by the Odisha BJP
unit included names of
Union Ministers - Piyush
Goel, Dharmendra
Pradhan, Pralhad Joshi,
Ashwini Vaishnaw and
Biseswar Tudu.

The other prominent
leaders in the list are
Odisha BJP president
Samir Mohanty, state in-
charge D Purandeswari,

national vice-president
Baijayant Panda,
Bhubaneswar MP
Aparajita Sarangi, for-
mer Union minister
Pratap Sarangi, MP
Suresh Pujari and former
Chhattisgarh chief min-
ister Raman Singh.

The saffron party has
fielded its former MLA
Radharani Panda for the
May 31 by-poll to
Brajrajnagar assembly
segment. Panda had won
the seat in the 2014 gener-
al elections. The ruling
Biju Janata Dal has field-
ed former Brajrajnagar
MLA Kishore Mohanty’s
wife Alaka Mohanty after
the death of her husband
in December last year
while the Congress candi-

date is veteran leader and
former Assembly
Speaker Kishore Patel.
The Congress was also
planning to invite
Chhattisgarh Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
and youth leader
Kanhaiya Kumar to cam-
paign for its candidate.
The ruling BJD is yet to
announce its prominent
campaigners. As per the
notification the byelec-
tion will be held on May
31. The last date for with-
drawal of nominations is
May 17. The counting of
votes has been scheduled
for June 3.

A total of 2,14,261 voters
are eligible to exercise
their franchise in the
Brajrajnagar bypoll.

Five Union Ministers to campaign
for BJP candidate in Brajrajnagar

Assembly bypoll

New Delhi, May 16 (PTI):

Counter-terrorism ex-
perts from India, Pakistan
and other member states of
the Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation (SCO) on
Monday deliberated on
boosting cooperation in
combating various regional
security challenges at a
meeting hosted by New
Delhi. The meeting is tak-
ing place under the frame-
work of the SCO’s Regional
Anti-Terrorist Structure.

A major focus of the dis-
cussions was to be on the
situation in Afghanistan, es-
pecially in dealing with the
threat from terrorist groups
active in the Taliban-ruled
country, people familiar
with the meeting said.
Pakistan has sent a three-
member team for the meet-

ing. India assumed the
chairmanship of the
Council of Regional Anti-
Terrorist Structure of SCO
(RATS SCO) on October 28
for a period of one year.

India has shown keen in-
terest in deepening its secu-
rity-related cooperation
with the SCO and its
Regional Anti-Terrorism
Structure (RATS) which
specifically deals with is-
sues relating to security and
defence. A similar confer-
ence was organised by India
in December which was
participated by all the mem-
ber states. The SCO is an in-
fluential economic and se-
curity bloc and has emerged
as one of the largest transre-
gional international organi-
sations. The member states of
the SCO are Russia, China,
India, Pakistan, Kyrgyz

Republic, Kazakhstan,
Tajikistan and Uzbekistan.
Afghanistan is among the ob-
server states of the SCO.

“I thank India for hosting
the key meeting of the
Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation’s anti-terror
body Regional Anti-Terrorist
Structure in New Delhi today.
The security & humanitarian
situation has worsened in
Afghanistan over the past 9
months,” Afghan envoy Farid
Mamundzay tweeted. “We ex-
pect this meeting to raise and
propose solutions to all im-
portant issues related to the
security situation in
Afghanistan. Sincere region-
al security cooperation par-
ticularly from neighbouring
countries is the only way for-
ward for peace & develop-
ment in Afghanistan and in
the region,” he added.

India hosts SCO-RATS meet; focus
on situation in Afghanistan

Banswara, May 16:

Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi on Monday ac-
cused Prime Minister
Narendra Modi of destroy-
ing the country’s economy,
which was “strengthened”
by the former UPA govern-
ment.

At a rally in Rajasthan’s
Banswara district, he also
charged that the BJP and
Prime Minister Modi want
to create two Hindustans,
with one for the rich and
select two-three industrial-
ists and the other of
Dalits, farmers, the poor
and underprivileged. The
Congress, he said, wants
only one Hindustan.

The Congress leader,
who has been targeting
the government over the
state of the economy and

issue of unemployment,
said, “The BJP govern-
ment has attacked our
economy. PM did demon-
etisation, wrongly imple-
mented GST due to which
the economy got de-
stroyed. UPA worked to
strengthen the economy
but Narendra Modi caused
harm to our economy”.

Slamming the ruling
party at the Centre, he
charged that the BJP
wants to create two
Hindustans and we want
one Hindustan.

BJP govt has created two
Hindustans: Rahul
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PLATINUM JUBILEE CELEBRATION

Queen Elizabeth II departs following the A Gallop Through History Platinum Jubilee celebration at the Royal
Windsor Horse Show at Windsor Castle in Windsor, England.

BORIS JOHNSON OFFERS CONDOLENCES

This photo made available by Ministry of Presidential Affairs shows, British Prime
Minister Boris Johnson, left, offers his condolences to President of the UAE and Ruler
of Abu Dhabi, on the passing of Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan, late President of
the UAE, in Abu Dhabi, UAE.

BRIEF
Oil embargo

Brussels: The
European Union’s
top diplomat says
there is no guarantee
that the 27-nation
bloc will be able to
quickly agree on a
new set of sanctions
against Russia, as a
small group of coun-
tries led by Hungary
oppose an oil embar-
go. The European
Commission pro-
posed on May 4 a
sixth package of
Ukraine war sanc-
tions that included a
ban on oil imports
from Russia.
Hungary is one of a
number of land-
locked countries that
are highly dependent
on Russian oil, along
with the Czech
Republic and
Slovakia. Bulgaria
also has reserva-
tions. EU foreign pol-
icy chief Josep
Borrell says we will
do our best in order
to deblock the situa-
tion.

Bus flips 
Surabaya
(Indonesia): A
tourist bus with an
apparently drowsy
driver slammed into
a billboard Monday
on a highway on
Indonesia’s main is-
land of Java, killing
at least 14 people and
injuring 19 others,
police said. The bus,
carrying Indonesian
tourists from
Surabaya, the capital
of East Java
province, was re-
turning from a trip
to Central Java’s
Dieng Plateau, a pop-
ular mountain re-
sort, when it hit the
billboard on the
Mojokerto toll road
just after dawn, East
Java traffic police
chief Latief Usman
said. Television news
showed police and
medical personnel
removing victims
from the bus, which
crashed just 400 me-
ters (yards) before
the highway exit.

Three shot 
Milwaukee (US):
Milwaukee police on
Sunday were investi-
gating three separate
overnight shootings
in which a 17-year-
old boy and two men
in their 20s died. The
shootings followed a
night of violence in
which 21 people were
shot and wounded in
three other attacks
near the Fiserv
Forum in downtown
Milwaukee as the
Bucks were taking
on the Boston Celtics
in Game 6 of their
NBA playoffs series.
Those shootings led
authorities to impose
an 11 p.m. curfew on
Saturday and
Sunday. The Bucks
cancelled a fan watch
party for Sunday af-
ternoon’s decisive
Game 7.

People shot 
Laguna Woods
(CA): Multiple peo-
ple were shot Sunday
at a church in
Southern California,
authorities said. The
shooting happened
at an unnamed
church on the 24000
block of El Toro
Road in the city of
Laguna Woods, the
Orange County
Sheriff ’s
Department said on
Twitter. We have de-
tained one person
and have recovered a
weapon that may be
involved, the depart-
ment said.
Paramedics were
treating and trans-
porting multiple pa-
tients, the Orange
County Fire
Authority tweeted.

Seoul (South Korea), May 16 (AP):

North Korean leader Kim
Jong Un criticised officials
over slow medicine deliver-
ies and mobilized the mili-
tary to respond to a surge in
suspected COVID-19 infec-
tions, as his nation strug-
gled to contain a fever that
has reportedly killed dozens
and sickened nearly a mil-
lion others in a span of
three days.

North Korean health au-
thorities said Monday that
eight more people died and
an additional 392,920 were
newly found to have fever-
ish symptoms. That brings
the death toll to 50 and ill-
nesses to more than 1.2 mil-
lion, respectively. It’s a
sharp jump from six dead
and 350,000 sick reported
last Friday, a day after the

North said that it found that
an unspecified number of
people in capital Pyongyang
tested positive for the omi-
cron variant. Kim has ac-
knowledged that the fast-
spreading fever, highly likely
driven by COVID-19, is caus-
ing great upheaval in the
country, and outside experts
say the true scale of the out-

break is likely much bigger
than what’s described in the
state-controlled media. Some
suspect that North Korea has
understated its fatalities or
illnesses to shield Kim’s lead-
ership from criticism. The
North likely lacks test kits
and other tools to detect
virus carriers with no or
mild symptoms, which

means that several million
might already have been in-
fected. When people die,
North Korean authorities
will say they’ve died of over-
work or from natural deaths,
not because of COVID-19,
said Nam Sung-wook, a pro-
fessor at Korea University in
South Korea. Nam said the
North is likely understating
the death toll to protect the
dignity of its supreme leader.
While neighboring South
Korea and China have of-
fered to send medical sup-
plies and other help, experts
say it’s too late to inoculate
the North’s 26 million people,
and that the only realistic
outside help would be offer-
ing limited supplies of vac-
cines to reduce deaths among
high-risk groups, including
the elderly and people with
preexisting conditions.

Kim blasts pandemic response as
North Korean outbreak surges

Beijing, May 16 (AP):

China’s sluggish econo-
my is reviving as anti-
virus curbs are eased and
businesses in its commer-
cial capital of Shanghai
are allowed to reopen, a
Cabinet official said
Monday, while data
showed April factory and
consumer activity was
even weaker than expect-
ed.

About half of the 9,000
biggest industrial enter-
prises in Shanghai are
back at work after con-
trols that shut down most
of the city starting in late
March eased, said Fu
Linghui, director of statis-
tics for the National
Bureau of Statistics.

The ruling Communist

Party is trying to reverse a
deepening slowdown
without giving up zero-
COVID tactics that also
have shut down sections of
Beijing and other major
cities to isolate every in-
fected person.

Private sector econo-
mists have cut economic
growth forecasts for this
year to as low as 2 per
cent, well below the ruling
party target of 5.5 per cent
and last year’s 8.1 per cent
expansion.

We believe the opera-
tion of the economy is
gradually improving in
May as logistics is un-
blocked to ensure smooth
access and support is in-
creased for the real econo-
my, Fu said at a news con-
ference.

The restrictions that
confined most of
Shanghai’s 25 million peo-
ple to their homes prompt-
ed concern global manu-
facturing and trade might
be disrupted, adding to up-
ward pressure on inflation
in the United States and
Europe.

Ruling party leaders
said after a May 5 meeting
that containing outbreaks
would take priority over
the economy.

Anti-virus controls have
shut down factories and
other businesses or sus-
pended access to industri-
al centers including
Changchun and Jilin in
the northeast and
Shenzhen and Guangzhou
in the south, as well as
smaller cities.

China’s economy reviving as
anti-virus curbs ease

Islamabad, May 16 (PTI):

Pakistan will “turn
into Sri Lanka” if former
prime minister Imran
Khan is arrested and the
new government will be
responsible for that, for-
mer interior minister
Sheikh Rasheed Ahmed
has warned.

Rasheed, while ad-
dressing a press confer-
ence in Faisalabad on
Sunday, said that the in-
cumbent coalition gov-
ernment had become di-
rectionless and was un-
able to handle the situa-
tion.

Responding to a ques-
tion, Rasheed said that if
Khan is arrested, the
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) has already devised

a strategy to deal with the
situation.

“Pakistan will turn
into Sri Lanka if Imran
Khan is arrested and
these people (the current
government) will be re-
sponsible for that.,”
Rasheed said.

Pakistan Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
has accused Imran Khan
of planning to trigger a

civil war in the country
and warned of legal ac-
tion for concocting a nar-
rative against the coun-
try’s national institu-
tions.

“I don’t want Pakistan
to turn into Sri Lanka,”
he said, adding that the
country was nearing de-
fault. Sri Lank is current-
ly facing the worst eco-
nomic and political crisis
in its history ever since it
gained independence in
1948. “Shahbaz Sharif,
you should address the
nation and declare
whether you’re going to
go to the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) or
not,” he said, adding that
the country has fallen
short of USD 6 billion
within a month.

Taking a jibe at the
Pakistan Democratic
Movement (PDM), a coali-
tion of parties that suc-
cessfully toppled the PTI-
led government through
a motion of no-confi-
dence, Rasheed said that
Khan had become the na-
tion’s hero despite his
ouster.

“The politics of 11 par-
ties have died and the
time to give respect to the
vote has ended because
votes were sold for Rs 250
million,” he said.

He said the state insti-
tutions should take all
stakeholders on board,
form a national govern-
ment, appoint a techno-
crat prime minister, and
hold the elections by
September.

Pakistan will ‘turn into Sri Lanka’ if Imran
Khan is arrested: Sheikh Rasheed

Lahore, May 16 (PTI):

A top ruling party leader
in Pakistan Maryam Nawaz
has vowed that if ousted
Prime Minister Imran
Khan showed proof of the
alleged assassination plot,
the Pakistan government
would offer him more secu-
rity cover than what is
being currently provided to
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif.

Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz Vice-President
Maryam’s comments came
after Khan claimed on
Saturday that a conspiracy
to assassinate him was
being hatched in Pakistan
and abroad, warning that if
anything happens to him,
the people will come to

know about the perpetra-
tors through a video mes-
sage he has recently record-
ed and placed in a safe
place.

A conspiracy is afoot to
take my life. I got full
knowledge of this conspira-

cy a few days ago. The con-
spiracy is being hatched
here and abroad against me
in closed rooms. I have
recorded a video about this
conspiracy, naming all
those involved in it. If
something happens to me

then the people will come to
know who were behind this
conspiracy, Khan had said
during a rally in Sialkot in
Punjab province.

Maryam, niece of Prime
Minister Shehbaz, cast as-
persions on Khan’s star-
tling claims and asked him
to release the video immedi-
ately so that appropriate
measures could be taken.

We will ensure provision
of security to Imran even
more than that of Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif if
he (Imran) produces the
video in which he has
recorded names of those
who has made a plan to as-
sassinate him, Maryam
said during a rally in
Pakistan’s Gujrat district’s
Kotla on Sunday.

Maryam dares former Pak PM Imran Khan
to show proof of assassination plot Beijing, May 16 (AP):

Nearly one in 25 people in
a county in the Uyghur
heartland of China has
been sentenced to prison on
terrorism-related charges,
in what is the highest
known imprisonment rate
in the world, an Associated
Press review of leaked data
shows. A list obtained and
partially verified by the AP
cites the names of more
than 10,000 Uyghurs sent to
prison in just Konasheher
county alone, one of dozens
in southern Xinjiang. In re-
cent years, China has waged
a brutal crackdown on the
Uyghurs, a largely Muslim
minority, which it has de-
scribed as a war on terror.

The list is by far the
biggest to emerge to date
with the names of impris-

oned Uyghurs, reflecting
the sheer size of a Chinese
government campaign that
swept an estimated million
or more people into intern-
ment camps and prisons. It
also confirms what families
and rights groups have said
for years: China is relying
on a system of long-term in-
carceration to keep the
Uyghurs in check, wielding
the law as a weapon of re-
pression.

Under searing interna-
tional criticism, Chinese of-
ficials announced the clo-
sure in 2019 of short-term,
extrajudicial internment
camps where Uyghurs were
thrown in without charges.
However, although atten-
tion focused on the camps,
thousands of Uyghurs still
languish for years or even
decades in prison on what

experts say are trumped-up
charges of terrorism.

Uyghur farmer Rozikari
Tohti was known as a soft-
spoken, family-loving man
with three children and not
the slightest interest in reli-
gion. So his cousin,
Mihrigul Musa, was
shocked to discover Tohti
had been thrown into
prison for five years for reli-
gious extremism.

Never did I think he
would be arrested, said
Musa, who now lives in
exile in Norway. If you saw
him, you would feel the
same way. He is so earnest.

From the list, Musa found
out Tohti’s younger brother
Ablikim Tohti also was sen-
tenced to seven years on
charges of gathering the
public to disturb social
order.

Uyghur county in China has highest
prison rate in the world

Laguna Woods (US), May 16 (AP):

A man opened fire dur-
ing a lunch reception at a
Southern California
church on Sunday, killing
one person and wounding
five senior citizens before
being stopped and hog-
tied by parishioners in
what a sheriff ’s official
called an act of excep-
tional heroism and brav-
ery.

Four of the five people
wounded suffered critical
gunshot injuries during
the violence at Geneva
Presbyterian Church in
the city of Laguna
Woods, Orange County
Sheriff ’s Department of-
ficials said.

The suspect in the
shooting, an Asian man
in his 60s, was in cus-
tody and deputies recov-
ered two handguns at
the scene, Undersheriff
Jeff Hallock said.

A motive for the
shooting wasn’t imme-

diately known but inves-
tigators don’t believe the
gunman lives in the com-
munity, he said.

The majority of those
inside the church at the
time were believed to be
of Taiwanese descent,
said Carrie Braun, a
sheriff ’s spokesperson.

Between 30 and 40
members of the Irvine
Taiwanese Presbyterian
Church were gathered for
lunch after a morning
church service at Geneva

when gunfire erupted
shortly before 1:30 pm, of-
ficials said.

When deputies arrived,
parishioners had the gun-
man hog-tied and in cus-
tody.

That group of church-
goers displayed what we
believe is exceptional
heroism and bravery in
intervening to stop the
suspect. They undoubted-
ly prevented additional
injuries and fatalities,
Hallock said.

California churchgoers detained
gunman in deadly attack

I f you had invested 100
(US 122) in the cryp-

tocurrency Luna a month ago,
you might have been quietly
confident you'd made a sensi-
ble bet. But Luna's value has
since fallen drastically at the
time of writing, that 100 is
worth around 4p (5 ).

Luna was by no means the
only victim in a week where
cryptocurrencies were down
30%. Some have recovered to a
certain extent, but this still
represents an aggregate
seven-day loss of over US 500
million ( 410 million), prompt-
ing existential questions
about the future of the mar-
ket.

This crash was possibly
triggered by a financial attack
on the stablecoin Terra (UST),
which is supposed to match
the US dollar but is presently
trading at just 18 cents. Its
partner coin, Luna, subse-
quently collapsed.

An attack of this kind is ex-
tremely complex, and involves
placing multiple trades in the
crypto market in an attempt to
trigger certain effects which

can provide the attacker with
significant gains.

In this case these trades
caused Terra to fall, which in
turn brought its partner coin
Luna down too. Once this was
noticed, it caused panic,
which in turn sparked market
withdrawals, which then
caused further panic. Some
(but not all) stablecoins rely to
a large extent on perception
and confidence and once this
is shaken, big falls can come
into effect.

Crucially, the recent major
falls in cryptocurrencies have
called into question just how
stable stablecoins really are.
After all, they are designed to
have practically zero volatility
by maintaining a peg to some
other underlying asset.

Yet the effects seen this
week spilt over in to the whole
crypto space, to create single
day losses akin to or arguably
worse than a Black
Wednesday for crypto (Black
Wednesday was the day in
1992 when speculators forced
a collapse in the value of the
pound). Even the leading sta-
blecoin Tether lost its peg,
down to 95 cents on the dollar,
perhaps demonstrating the
need for regulation. For if sta-
blecoins aren't stable, then
where is crypto's safe space?

Crypto confidence
How investors respond will

be key to the future of cryp-
tocurrencies. We have already
seen panic and despair, with
some comparing this crash to
a traditional run on the banks.
But with bank runs, cus-

tomers tend to be worried that
their bank will be unable to
give them their money, rather
than worrying that their
money has become worthless.

A more accurate compari-
son is with stock market
crashes where investors
worry that the stocks and
shares they hold may soon be
worthless. And so far, reaction
to this crypto crash suggests
that a large section of crypto
holders view their invest-
ments in a similar way.

Notwithstanding historical
price volatility, there is a basic
assumption often seen in in-
vestor behaviour: that the
asset price will increase, and
will keep on doing so. In this
scenario the investor doesn't
want to miss out. They see the
asset rising, consider it a sure
thing and then invest.

Frequently buoyed by ini-
tial successes, the investor
may then put in more.
Combine this with social
media and the fear of missing
out on inevitable gains, and
the investments continue.

Put simply, many will have
invested in cryptocurrencies
because they believed it would
make them richer. This belief
has no doubt been shaken.

But another motivation for
investing in cryptocurrencies
may be a belief in their trans-
formational nature, the idea
that cryptocurrencies will
eventually replace traditional
forms of financial exchange.

For these investors, any in-
crease in the value of a cryp-
tocurrency is a demonstration

of the increasing power of
cryptocurrency over tradi-
tional money. But likewise, a
significant decline in the
value of crypto is not simply a
monetary loss it is an ideologi-
cal one.

At the same time though,
this ideological stance creates
an investor group far less like-
ly to sell in the face of any
sharp fall. And it is this group
which may yet provide hope
for the sector.

In established stock market
crashes we talk of a return to
fundamental value . The fun-
damental value of crypto is
frequently assumed to be zero.
However, perhaps there is at
least some fundamental value
which is based on belief. The
size of the investor pool who
own cryptocurrency because
they believe in its long term
future, and the promise of a
new money, may determine
that fundamental value of
crypto.

Indeed, if we consider cryp-
tocurrency investors as differ-
ent groups with different mo-
tivations, we can better under-
stand the behaviours we are
seeing. Investors can perhaps
take solace that we may have
seen the worst of this crash
and that better times may be
ahead. But as any financial
adviser will tell you, in crypto
as in any other market, noth-
ing is guaranteed.

Writer is Associate
Professor in Financial

Technology, University of
Liverpool
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Delhi fire incident
The shocking fire acci-

dent in Delhi is heart-

breaking with so many

lives succumbing to the un-

expected inferno. The time-

ly intervention of the Fire

Brigade has helped rescue

many people who were in

at that time in the building.

The cause of the fire in the

three-storey building is not

known, but authorities

state that one reason could

be an electrical short cir-

cuit. Investigations are

going on to find out the

cause. Also Read - Change

in Tripura Every time an

incident like this happens

we make a big hue and cry,

become extra aware, go in

for all sorts of campaigns

and compensations and

talk about prevention

methods. As days roll on,

we are back to square one.

We completely forget and

wake up when another

tragedy occurs. Lack of

preparedness, readiness to

tackle fire accidents - be it

due to short circuits or any

other reason - and lack of

awareness makes us vic-

tims of infernos. Also Read

- 51 years of India-

Bangladesh ties: Deeper

than the ocean and higher

than the Himalayas? The

so many people charred to

death again pose a big

question - when are we

going to learn our lessons?

Be it hospitals or hotels, of-

fice buildings, movie halls

or malls, people may not

have the slightest bit of

idea about the escape

routes, layouts and other

possible ways of escape in

case of an inferno. The

staff of the establishments

concerned should be pre-

pared to rescue or at least

guide the guests to safety.

Buildings should have a

common way to exit that

anyone, irrespective of age

and gender, should be able

to identify and escape im-

mediately. Big buildings

should have proper fire and

electricity safety devices

and these must be checked

occasionally. Staff, espe-

cially in sensitive places

like hospitals, schools and

hotels, should take part in

mock drills and be ever

ready in case of emer-

gency. Schools and colleges

should include fire disaster

management lessons in

their physical education

curriculum so that we can

groom citizens who can

face such emergencies

boldly, wisely and bravely,

and even help the weak and

those who are very young.

M Pradyu, Kannur

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

WHAT THEY TWEET!

AAnnaassuuyyaa  BBhhaarraaddwwaajj
@@aannuussuuyyaakkhhaassbbaa

My dear twitter family..
With a very grateful heart..
full of love and happiness.. I
want to thank each and
everyone who has wished
me with kind words on my
birthday and all the lovely
things you said for my new
filmsâ€™ looks.. Donâ€™t
want to flood your timeline

with my (1/2).

AAsshhookk  GGeehhlloott@@aasshhookkggeehhlloott5511

Wishing a very happy birthday

to my ministerial colleague

Pratap Singh Khachariyawas ji.

May God bless him with happi-

ness, good health and a long life.

@PSKhachariyawas

AAmmiisshh  DDeevvggaann@@AAMMIISSHHDDEEVVGGAANN

Be it Bengal or Maharashtra

where are champions of free

speech , Person is slapped &

mobbed for writing his opinion

. Where is Gang who lectures

on FOE & Press Freedom?

AAjjaayy  DDeevvggnn@@aajjaayyddeevvggnn

Buddham Sharanam

Gachami, Dhammam

Sharanam Gachami,

Sangham Sharanam

Gachami.

AArriinnddaamm  BBaaggcchhii@@MMEEAAIInnddiiaa

Taking forward our cultural ties.PM @narendramodi and PM @SherBDeuba perform  Shilanyas ceremo-
ny of the India International Centre for Buddhist Culture & Heritage.

JJeeffff  BBeezzooss@@JJeeffffBBeezzooss
In fact, the administration tried hard
to inject even more stimulus into an
already over-heated, inflationary
economy and only Manchin saved
them from themselves. Inflation is a
regressive tax that most hurts the
least affluent. Misdirection does-
nâ€™ help the country.

O ne of the novel manifestations of India's soft power initiatives is
sustainable cultural diplomacy and Buddhism is a crucial compo-

nent of it due to its historical significance. India is applying the principles
of 'Sanskriti evam Sabhyata' (cultural and civilizational links), desiring to
leverage its age-old rich cultural links with other countries as a part of its
non-coercive soft power strategy. The Buddhist faith, due to its emphasis
on peaceful co-existence and its wide pan-Asian presence, lends itself
well to soft-power diplomacy. In Buddhism, there is a prominence of all
the places that are associated with Lord Buddha. Buddhists seek the fra-
grance of Buddha's teachings and quest for inner bliss. India has most of
the Buddhist sites of immense importance such as Bodh Gaya, Nalanda,
Rajgir, Vaishali, Sarnath Varanasi, Shravastiand Kushinagar etc. Further,
India has nurtured its image of being a protector of the persecuted be-
cause of the presence of the Dalai Lama in Dharamshala following the
brutal suppression of Tibetan Buddhists by China.Above all, India is try-
ing her best to further relations with other Buddhist countries and create
conversation between multiple streams of this faith. We should remem-
ber that in 2011, India hosted the Global Buddhist Congregation to mark
the 2,600th anniversary of the Buddha's enlightenment. India, in collabo-
ration with Nepal, identified a number of tourist circuits that transgress
national borders, including the identification of a Buddhist tourist circuit
such as Lumbini and Kapilavastu, Sarnath, Bodh Gaya etc. Also, the joint
statement released following the BIMSTEC Leaders' Retreat in 2016 un-
derlined the organization of a Buddhist circuit within the region. In
October 2016, the '5th International Buddhist Conclave' was held in
Varanasi, Hindu-Buddhist Initiative on Conflict Avoidance in Bodh Gaya.
India also organized international conferences that facilitated interaction
between members across sectarian and national boundaries such as
'Buddhism in the 21st Century' conference at Rajgir in 2017. The opening
of the Nalanda University is another example of India's commitment for
reconstructing Asian values and ethos for the long-term benefit of Asia,
and indeed the world.

India's Prime Minister Narendra Modi is scheduled to visit Lumbini
(Nepal) on May 16, 2022 which is Lord Buddha's birthplace and recog-
nized as a UNESCO world heritage site. The Indian Prime Minister is ex-
pected to pay his reverence at the Mayadevi temple, which marks the
birthplace of the Lord Buddha, born more than 2,600 years ago. Nepal's
Prime Minister Sher Bahadur Deuba is also expected to join Prime
Minister Modi to mark the occasion of Buddha Purnima. This would be the
second Summit level interaction between the two Prime Ministers in less
than two months after Deuba travelled to India for a bilateral visit in April,
2022. This would also mark Modi's first visit to Nepal since he was re-
elected in 2019. In his previous term, he visited Nepal on four occasions,
including twice in 2014 and twice in 2018. In May, 2018, Modi had under-
taken similar religious and cultural visits when he visited Janakpur and
Muktinath. It should be noted that Buddhism is one of the largest religions
in the world. Modi's visit to Lumbini would follow a revitalization of ties
after Deuba's visit to Delhi in early-April 2022, when four agreements and
a number of infrastructure projects were launched. The four agreements
are Nepal officially joining the international solar alliance, Indian technical
assistance to Nepal's railway sector, cooperation in the field of petroleum
sector and exchange of expertise between Nepal Oil Corporation and
Indian Oil Corporation. Deuba's visit to India and Modi's visit to Nepal
would produce mixed results but at the least, it has resumed high-level
political engagement between the two countries. It has also brought nor-
malcy to Nepal's geo-strategic debate by bringing India back into the fold.
It gives a strong message that India is not only promoting the spiritualism
and Buddhism in its own land but also in Nepal. Deepening ties with Asian
nations on the basis of Buddhism could potentially feed into larger policy
objectives of the government of India, namely, the 'Neighbourhood First'
policy, and the 'Act East' policy. Conclusively, Buddhist diplomacy shall
help India reinforcing its relations with Asian countries that clearly re-
flects India's vision of the peaceful co-existence and happy world.

Reinvigorating 
India-Nepal relations

Y outh (age group 15-24) are almost five times more likely to be un-
employed than adults across the Asia and the Pacific, and when

they secure a work it is often in the informal economy with low wages
and poor working conditions. After the COVID-19 pandemic, they are
now facing additional labour market barriers with long-term repercus-
sion for their earnings and life chances. An ADB brief on â€œYouth
Employment Support in Asia and the Pacific: What Worksâ€  says that
youth employment is a complex socioeconomic challenge that defies
simple analysis or solutions. Understanding the complexities can help
shift the emphasis of the policies, programs, and investments that are
needed. As youth employment remained stubbornly weak after the
2008 global financial crisis, a key consensus emerged that the root
causes of problems faced by youth exist on both the supply and de-
mand side of the labour market. It is not only about young people hav-
ing inadequate or irrelevant skills and competencies to be employable,
but also about the scarcity of quality jobs for youth. Many young people
in the region cannot afford to be unemployed. Youth labour participa-
tion in the region is higher than in other parts of the world. A majority of
young people are locked in informal employment, working in precarious
situation, under poor conditions, and for low pay. Prior to the COVID-19
pandemic, 84 per cent of the regions youth compared with 69 per cent
of adult had no access to social protection. The data is important since
the region houses about 55 per cent of the worldâ€™s youths.
Moreover, extreme or moderate working poverty, ie living on less than
$3.20 a day) affected one in four young workers, a rate notably higher
than the 18 per cent for adults. Further, rates of youth not earning or
learning have remained persistently high. 

In 2019, there were more than 160 million young people, ie around a
quarter of regionâ€™s youth population, not in employment, education,
or training (NEET) and this rate has been on the rise since 2012. In South
Asia, the NEET rate was highest at 30 per cent. It is obviously a great con-
cern for India since it is the largest and most populated country in South
Asia. ADB and ILO had said in their report in 2020 that for some young
people, age combines with other vulnerabilities â€“ including gender,
sexual orientation, disability, migrant status, and remote or rural loca-
tions â€“ to compound disadvantage. For instance, young women make
up nearly three quarters of NEET in Asia and the Pacific, with many hav-
ing responsibilities at home for care and/or subsistence production work.
The difficulties youth face in securing quality jobs are caused by con-
straints on both sides of the labour market. The employment challenge is
not only about getting young people into quality jobs (the supply side). It
is also about whether sufficient quality jobs are available (the demand
side). On supply side, young people are not being well prepared for the
world of work. In South Asia, over half (54 per cent) of the youth popula-
tion are projected to leave education without the 21st century skills re-
quired to be employable across 2020-30. Moreover, this subregion is ex-
pected to have the largest youth labour force in the world until 2040. It in-
dicates disconnect between educational systems and labour market as
well as lack of enabling support structures, such as affordable childcare.
Several countries are facing significant talent shortages.

New jobs for youth 
becoming scarce
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The Vatican Media shows Pope Francis blessing a toddler from the popemobile car within a canonization mass at St.
Peter's Square in The Vatican, during which the Pope created 10 saints including India's Devasahayam, French hermit
Charles de Foucauld and Dutch theologian Titus Brandsma.

GAVIN BROWN

Cryptocurrencies: why they’ve crashed 
and what it could mean for their future

NNaarreennddrraa  MMooddii@@nnaarreennddrraammooddii

On Buddha Purnima we recall
the principles of Lord Buddha
and reiterate our commitment
to fulfil them. The thoughts of
Lord Buddha can make our plan-
et more peaceful, harmonious
and sustainable.

POPE FRANCIS BLESSING A TODDLER
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New model

Mumbai: Electric
two-wheeler startup
Odysse on Monday an-
nounced the expan-
sion of its product
range with the launch
of a new scooter
model V2 and and its
variant V2+ with dual
water resistant bat-
tery. The V2 is priced
at Rs 75,000 while V2+
carries a price tag of
Rs 97,500. Both the
prices are ex-show-
room, the company
said in a release.
Apart from
Ahmedabad, it is also
producing vehicles
from facilities in
Mumbai and
Hyderabad. Currently,
it has four models —
E2go, Hawk+, Racer
and Evoqis. Odysse
plans to roll out two
more products this
year which will take
its product range to
seven models.

MoU signing
New Delhi: Bank of
Maharashtra (BoM)
has signed an agree-
ment with the
Ministry of Science
and Technology for
opening a Central
Nodal Agency (CNA)
account for imple-
menting a central sec-
tor scheme under the
ministry. As per the
memorandum of un-
derstanding (MoU),
BoM will open a CNA
account as well as sub-
sidiary accounts of
the implementing
agency through which
the funds will reach
the end beneficiaries
and vendors under the
central sector scheme,
the bank said in a
statement on Sunday.

Overall growth

Hyderabad:
Telangana IT and
Industries Minister K
T Rama Rao on
Monday said
Hyderabad has been
growing not just in in-
formation technology,
but across many sec-
tors like life sciences,
aerospace and de-
fence. That is exactly
how Hyderabad has
been growing also, not
just in one area but I
think across in many,
many sectors. Not just
information technolo-
gy, (but) life sciences,
aerospace, defence, I
can go on, he said.

Climate change
New Delhi:
Development and up-
scaling of ‘low carbon-
emitting technologies’
(LCETs) in the chemi-
cal industry is crucial
to address climate
change but are strongly
affected by the political
and legal environment,
a new white paper said
on Monday.Releasing a
new dashboard on the
impact of policy on
LCETs in seven juris-
dictions — the
European Union,the
US,China,Japan,
Saudi Arabia,United
Arab Emirates and the
UK— along with the
paper,the World
Economic Forum said
these seven are jointly
responsible for about 50
per cent of global green-
house gas emissions.

New Delhi, May 16: 

The Reserve Bank’s de-
cision to raise benchmark
interest rates and the like-
lihood of a good monsoon
will help in containing in-
flation, Sanjiv Bajaj, the
newly-elected president of
industry body CII, said on
Monday. “I do believe that
we are now in an era of
higher interest rates. This
will help us in bringing
down inflation, at least a
part of that going for-
ward,” Bajaj said, address-
ing his maiden press con-
ference after taking over
as the CII chief.

He said various factors
combined with the hope of
a strong monsoon “should
put us in a better place” by
the second half of the year
for policymakers to decide
where inflation and inter-
est rates move. Bajaj ob-
served that the rise of in-
flation has two aspects —
demand and supply side.
“RBI has already started
the cycle of taking interest
rates up and we should ex-

pect interest rates to con-
tinue moving up in the
coming year. We would ex-
pect from RBI a clear di-
rection to how they are
going to address interest
rates. Hopefully in the
next monetary policy re-
view we should be able to
hear from them something
to that extent,” he said. CII
estimates India’s GDP
growth to be in the band of
7.4 - 8.2 per cent, depend-
ing upon the global oil
prices. The industry
body’s theme for 2022-23 is
Beyond India@75:
Competitiveness, Growth,
Sustainability, and
Inter nationalisation.
Sharing the likely growth
scenarios for the Indian

economy for this year,
Bajaj, said, “CII expects
the GDP growth in a range
of 7.4-8.2 per cent in 2022-
23, with the outlook criti-
cally hinging on the trajec-
tory of global crude oil
prices.” He was address-
ing the media for the first
time after taking over as
president CII. He further
explained, “global head-
winds and inflation will
have to be countered with
robust policy reforms,
both domestic and exter-
nal sector reforms, to un-
lock the growth potential
of the economy.”

Bajaj said tailwinds that
are supportive of growth
in the short-term include
government capex, private
sector investment which is
showing an uptick aided
by strong demand in some
sectors and the PLI
( P r o d u c t i o n - L i n k e d
Incentive) scheme push in
the others, good agricul-
ture season on the back of
the expectations of a good
monsoon and positive ex-
port momentum.

RBI’s move to raise rates, good monsoon will
help in containing inflation: CII president

Mumbai, May 16: 

State-owned Canara
Bank is expecting an 8-10
per cent growth in ad-
vances as well as a healthy
double-digit rise in corpo-
rate loan portfolio in the
current financial year, its
Managing Director and
CEO L V Prabhakar said
on Monday. In the fiscal
ended on March 31, 2022,
the lender’s gross ad-
vances grew by 9.77 per
cent.

“Last year (FY22), we
had targeted a loan growth
of 7.5 per cent and closed
the year at 9.77 per cent.
For FY23, we have given
guidance of a minimum
growth of 8 per cent.
However, going with the
present trend, we expect
that we will grow at 10 per
cent,” Prabhakar told PTI
in an interaction. “Overall
we are targeting that by
March 2023 our balance
sheet size will be more
than Rs 20 lakh crore as
compared to Rs 18.27 lakh
crore today,” he said. The

bank’s Retail, Agriculture
and MSME (RAM) seg-
ment, which constitutes 57
per cent of its total loan
book, rose by 10.94 per cent
in the previous fiscal.
Within, retail grew by 9.51
per cent, agriculture by
12.75 per cent and MSME
by 9.87 per cent.

Corporate loan book,
which witnessed a growth
of 8.27 per cent in FY22, is
expected to grow at 10 per
cent. The bank is seeing a
good traction in corporate
loan portfolio and has a
pipeline of Rs 65,000-70,000
crore. “We are getting a lot
of inquiries as far as infra-
structure, renewable ener-

gy and manufacturing sec-
tors are concerned. At
least we are having about
Rs 65,000-70,000 crore of
corporate loan proposals
with us for appraisal.
“Already, we have under-
written Hybrid Annuity
Mode (HAM) projects
worth Rs 35,000 crore,
which will be disbursed in
the current year,” he said.
On capital raising plan,
Prabhakar said with re-
duction in risk-weighted
assets to 72 per cent from
78 per cent earlier and
higher Capital to Risk-
weighted Assets Ratio
(CRAR) at 14.90 per cent,
the requirement for capi-
tal has also reduced. “As of
now, we don’t require any
capital but to be future
ready, we will be raising at
an appropriate time tak-
ing into consideration the
yields,” he said, adding
that the bank will look to
raise Rs 9,000 crore
through issuance of addi-
tional tier I and tier II
bonds in the latter part of
the fiscal.

Canara Bank eyes 8-10 pc loan growth;
rise in corporate credit this fiscal

Tea industry 
worried over rising

coal costs: TAI
Kolkata, May 16:
Leading industry body Tea
Association of India (TAI)
on Monday flagged the
issue of rising coal costs
due to acute shortage
which is affecting planta-
tion activity as it is an im-
portant input for manufac-
turing in North Bengal.
TAI said since the North
Bengal region does not
have access to supplies of
natural gas, which is avail-
able in the gardens of
Upper Assam, this causes
the North Bengal gardens
to face competitive disad-
vantages.

Association sources said
that the issue of minimum
wages in a labour inten-
sive industry like tea, the
cost of production on ac-
count of wages is always
higher compared to other
less labour intensive in-
dustries. According to esti-
mates, the cost of labour
on account of wages is al-
most 60 per cent , which is
much lower than those of
other labour intensive sec-
tors, TAI said.

New Delhi, May 16: 

A day after announcing
USD 10.5 billion deal to ac-
quire Holcim’s India busi-
ness, the Adani family has
made an open offer to ac-
quire a 26 per cent stake
each in its two listed com-
panies Ambuja Cements
and ACC Ltd from public
shareholders. The Asia’s
richest man Gautam
Adani’s group on Monday
through its Mauritius-
based subsidiary
Endeavour Trade and
Investment has made an
open offer at Rs 385 per
share for Ambuja Cements
Ltd and Rs 2,300 per share
for ACC Ltd. For Ambuja
Cements, Adani group has
made an open offer to its
public shareholders to ac-
quire up to 51.63 crore eq-

uity shares, representing
26 per cent of the expand-
ed share capital, aggregat-
ing to a total consideration
of Rs 19,879.57 crore. While
for ACC Ltd, Adani group

has offered to acquire up
to 4.89 crore shares held by
public shareholders, rep-
resenting 26 per cent of
the expanded share capi-
tal, aggregating to a total

consideration of Rs
11,259.97 crore.

This would be “subject
to the receipt of the
Required Statutory
Approval,” it said. The
public announcement was
jointly issued by ICICI
Securities and Deutsche
Equities India, the joint
managers to the open offer
at bourses. This open offer
has been triggered follow-
ing the execution of the
share purchase agreement
between the Adani group
and Holchim to acquire
controlling stake in the lat-
ter’s businesses in India
“for an aggregate consid-
eration of USD equivalent
to Rs 50,181.04 crore”.
Endeavour Trade and
Investment is promoted by
Acropolis Trade and
Investment Ltd.

Adani offers to acquire 26% of Ambuja
Cements and ACC from open market

Adani Group Chairman Gautam Adani with Holcim CEO
Jan Jenisch. Adani Group has announced deal to 

acquire Holcims businesses in India for USD 10.5 bn.

New Delhi, May 16: 

The price of CNG in
the national capital has
been hiked by Rs 2 per
kg, the 12th increase in
rates in just over two
months. CNG in the na-
tional capital territory of
Delhi now costs Rs 73.61
per kg, up from Rs 71.61
per kg, according to the
information posted on
the website of
Indraprastha Gas Ltd
(IGL) — the firm which
retails CNG and piped
cooking gas in the na-
tional capital and adjoin-
ing cities. This is the 12th
increase in price since
March 7.

In all, the CNG price
has risen by Rs 17.6 per
kg during this period.
This includes a Rs 7.50
per kg hike in the month
of April alone. In the last

one year, prices have in-
creased by Rs 30.21 per
kg or 60 per cent, accord-
ing to data compiled by
PTI. However, the rates
of gas piped to house-
hold kitchens, called
piped natural gas (PNG),
remain unchanged at Rs
45.86 per scm. City gas
distributors have been
periodically raising
prices since October last
year, when domestic as
well as international gas
prices started to climb as
economies the world
over recovered from the
pandemic-induced slow-
down. Prices rose by Rs
8.74 per kg in the last
three months of 2021,
and from January there
was a steady increase of
about 50 paise a kg al-
most every week. The
rates have gone up after
the government more

than doubled the price of
natural gas to USD 6.1
per million British ther-
mal unit from April 1.
Natural gas when com-
pressed becomes CNG
for use as fuel in automo-
biles. The same gas is
piped to household
kitchens and industries
for cooking and other
purposes.

Mahanagar Gas
Limited (MGL) has
priced Compressed
Natural Gas (CNG) at Rs
76 per kg in Mumbai.
Prices vary from city to
city depending on the in-
cidence of local taxes
such as VAT. The in-
crease in CNG prices fol-
lows a Rs 10 per litre hike
in petrol and diesel
prices in 16 days and a Rs
100 per cylinder increase
in the cooking gas LPG
rates.

CNG price hiked by Rs 2 per kg

Mumbai, May 16:

Despite the World Gold
Council’s projection of a
dip in consumer demand
for the precious metal this
fiscal on the back of rising
prices and record imports
last fiscal, a foreign bro-
kerage report has suggest-
ed that the demand may
rise more than generally
projected as households
may snap up the metal as a
hedge against spiralling
inflation.

Gold imports rose 33.34
per cent to USD 46.14 bil-
lion in FY22 to 837 tonnes
or 1.5 times above the pan-
demic low in FY21 and 12
per cent more than the
pre-pandemic average of
FY16-20, leading to a high-
er current account deficit
that’s seen at 3 per cent of
GDP, government data
showed last month.

Imports were only
worth USD 34.62 billion in

the pandemic-hit FY21.
After a record USD 54 bil-
lion worth of imports in
FY13, inward gold ship-
ments have been waning
and had fallen to USD 28
billion in FY20 but then
began to rise again and
scaled USD 25 billion in
FY21 and further to a tad
over USD 46 billion FY22.

Gold imports are pro-

jected to marginally de-
cline to USD 43 billion in
FY23, according to UBS
Securities India report re-
leased on Monday.

The surge in gold im-
ports in FY22 contributed
to the widening of the
trade deficit to USD 192.41
billion as against USD
102.62 billion in FY21.
India is the world’s second-

biggest gold consumer
after China. The imports
are largely driven by the
jewellery industry. The
gems & jewellery exports
grew about 50 per cent to
about USD 39 billion in
FY22. Current account
deficit widened to USD 23
billion or 2.7 per cent of
GDP in the first three
quarters, according to the
RBI data. “Our regression
analysis suggests that a 1
per cent point increase in
inflation leads to 2.6 per
cent rise in gold demand.
While the economic rami-
fications of persistently
high inflation, stretched
equity market valuations,
recent losses in equity
markets retail investors
and still low deposit rates
can make a case for gold as
an alternative asset class
for the households in the
near term,” UBS
Securities India said in a
note on Monday.

Spiraling inflation may boost gold demand as a hedge: Report

New Delhi, May 16:  

The tablet market in
India grew 68 per cent
year-on-year in the first
quarter ended March 2022,
with Lenovo leading the
chart, a Cybermedia
Research report released
on Monday said.
According to the report,
tablet shipments are likely
to register a healthy 10-12
per cent growth in 2022.
The 4G tablets recorded 74
per cent year-on-year
growth during the report-
ed quarter. “Driven by the
pandemic and the continu-
ous rise and ebb of the
COVID-19 cases, many of
the sectors are persisting
with hybrid or remote
work. This is continuing to
fuel the adoption of tablets
for work, e-learning and
content consumption use
cases. “The education and

healthcare sector have con-
tributed to the uptick in
the overall tablet market in
India,” Cybermedia
Research (CMR) analyst-
industry intelligence
group Menka Kumari said.
Shipment of tablets with 8
inches display constituted
26 per cent of the overall
shipments in the Indian
market while tablets with
10-inch and above displays
contributed to 61 per cent
of the shipments. “Lenovo

maintained the first posi-
tion in the region, mainly
driven by its commercial
business and retail mar-
ket. Lenovo Tab M8 (HD)
(Wi-Fi+4G) 2GB 32GB se-
ries garnered 32 per cent
market share, primarily in
the value for money (Rs
7,000-25,000) segment.
Lenovo shipments record-
ed a remarkable 48 per cent
year-on-year (YoY) growth
in the first quarter of
2022,” the report said.
Apple and Samsung regis-
tered a 22 per cent market
share each, followed by
Realme and Lava in the
March 2022 quarter.
Kumari said the tablet
market in India is going to
gain strength with the in-
creasing availability of 5G-
capable tablets, as well as
with new market entrants,
such as Xiaomi with its
Pad 5.

Indian tablet market grows 68% in
March 2022 quarter; Lenovo leads

New Delhi, May 16:

Jet fuel prices on
Monday were hiked by a
steep 5.3 per cent - the
tenth straight increase
this year — to an all-time
high, in line with a surge
in global energy prices.
The price of aviation tur-
bine fuel (ATF) — the fuel
that helps aeroplanes fly
— was hiked by Rs 6,188.25
per kilolitre, or 5.29 per
cent, to Rs 1,23,039.71 per
kl (Rs 123 per litre) in the
national capital, according
to a price notification of
state-owned fuel retailers.
This is the 10th straight in-
crease in jet fuel prices
this year. Meanwhile,
petrol and diesel prices re-
mained unchanged for the
41st straight day after ris-
ing by a record Rs 10 per
litre each. Jet fuel prices
are revised on the 1st and
16th of every month, while

petrol and diesel rates are
revised daily, based on
equivalent rates in the in-
ternational market. Petrol
and diesel prices were
hiked by Rs 10 a litre be-
tween March 22 and April
6 and have remained on
freeze thereafter. State-
owned oil firms have of-
fered no reason for keep-
ing petrol and diesel prices
on freeze while raising
ATF rates.

Petrol costs Rs 105.41 a
litre in the national capital
and diesel is priced at Rs
96.67 per litre. The in-
crease in ATF price comes
on the back of the steepest
ever hike of 18.3 per cent
(Rs 17,135.63 per kl) effect-
ed on March 16 and a 2 per
cent (Rs 2,258.54 per kl) in-
crease on April 1. Prices
were increased by a mar-
ginal 0.2 per cent on April
16, followed by a Rs 3,649.13
per kl (3.2 per cent) hike on

May 1. ATF in Mumbai
now costs Rs 1,21,847.11
per kl, while it is priced at
Rs 1,27,854.60 in Kolkata
and Rs 1,27,286.13 in
Chennai. Rates differ from
state to state, depending
on the incidence of local
taxation.

Fuel rates have been in-
creased in India because
energy prices globally
have risen on the back of
supply concerns following
Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine and demand re-
turning after being hit by
the pandemic.

India is 85 per cent de-
pendent on imports to
meet its oil needs. While
oil prices have eased from
a near 14-year high of USD
140 per barrel, it continues
to trade above USD 100. On
Monday, Brent - the
world’s most used bench-
mark - was trading at USD
109.76 per barrel.

ATF price hiked by 5.3 pc, 10th increase this year

New Delhi, May 16:  

The country’s largest
lender State Bank of India
has raised its marginal cost
of funds based lending rate
by 10 basis points or 0.1 per
cent across all tenures, a
move that will lead to an in-
crease in EMIs for borrow-
ers. This is the second hike
in a month raising the cost
by 0.2 per cent with the two
consecutive increases. The
revision follows an off-
cycle rate increase by the
Reserve Bank earlier this
month. The central bank
hiked the repo rate — at
which it lends short term
money to banks — by 0.40
per cent to 4.40 per cent.
The lending rate revision
by SBI (State Bank of
India) is likely to be fol-
lowed by other banks in the
days to come. With the in-

crease, EMIs will go up for
those borrowers who have
availed loans on MCLR
(Marginal Cost of Funds
based Lending Rate), not
for those, whose loans are
linked to other bench-
marks. SBI’s External
Benchmark based Lending
Rate (EBLR) is 6.65 per
cent, while the Repo-
Linked Lending Rate
(RLLR) is 6.25 per cent ef-
fective April 1.

Banks add Credit Risk
Premium (CRP) over the
EBLR and RLLR while giv-
ing any kind of loan, in-
cluding housing and auto
loans. The revised MCLR
rate is effective from May
15, as per the information
posted on SBI website.
With the revision, one-year
MCLR has increased to 7.20
per cent from 7.10 per cent
earlier.

SBI hikes lending rate
by 0.1%, EMIs to go up

New Delhi, May 16:  

India’s petrol and diesel
consumption jumped in
May as pick up in the eco-
nomic activity as well as
the start of the harvesting
season aided the return of
demand, a preliminary in-
dustry data showed on
Monday. Petrol sales grew
14 per cent during the first
half of May when com-
pared with the same peri-
od in the preceding month,
while diesel demand rose
1.8 per cent. Cooking gas
LPG, which last month
saw consumption declin-
ing because of high prices,
posted a 2.8 per cent rise in
sales during May 1-15.
Petrol sales by state-owned
fuel retailers, which con-
trol roughly 90 per cent of
the market, at 1.28 million
tonnes during May 1-15

were 59.7 per cent higher
than the same period last
year and 16.3 per cent
higher than the period in
2019, preliminary industry
data showed. The con-
sumption was 13.9 per cent
more than the 1.12 million
tonnes of sales in the first
half of April 2022.

Diesel, the most-used
fuel in the country, saw
sales jumping 37.8 per cent
year-on-year to 3.05 mil-
lion tonnes in the first half
of May. This was, however,
1.5 per cent lower than
sales in April 2019. It was
1.8 per cent higher than
2.99 million tonnes of con-
sumption during April 1-
15 this year. Industry
sources said consumption
in May is higher because
of demand returning after
high prices in the previous
month cut demand.

Petrol, diesel sales
rebound in May

I t was not even a week
ago when cine-goers

have seen her portraying
the character of a mother in
her latest released Punjabi
film 'Maa'.

Now that actress Divya
Dutta is gearing up to flaunt
her on-screen avatar as a
mafia in the upcoming
'Dhaakad', she shares her
reasons to love her job that
allows playing a plethora of
emotions from a mother to a
mafia.

Divya said: "I have never
played a badass like Rohini
in the film. She is a mafia,
she is mean, delicious, dark
and sexy at the same time. I
do not know how but every
time between the action and
cut, something different,
something very mean traits
of the character will come
out in my performance and
our director would ask me,
'where is this meanness

coming from Divya?' I would
laugh and reply, 'don't make
me feel guilty about it!'

"Honestly speaking, the
more we explore character I
realised, we get a deep un-
derstanding of the human
mind and for an actor, it is
also a self-discovery. On one
hand, I am playing the char-
acter of Manjit Kaur in
'Maa', my Punjabi film that
was released a week ago;
and then it's the same me,
playing Rohini, a mafia! I
live my job, therefore, that
gets me a chance to play
from Maa to mafia!" smiled
the actress.

The film 'Dhaakad' is di-
rected by Razneesh Ghai
and it stars Kangana
Ranaut in the lead role,
alongside Arjun Rampal,
Sharib Hashmi, Saswata
Chatterjee. It releases in
theatres on May 20.

ACROSS

1. Actor ____ Pitt

5. Pea shells

9. Macaroni shape

14. Advertising symbol

15. Like Satan

16. ____ Gras

17. Hymnal word

18. Political Beatles song

20. Feudal estate

22. Craze

23. At this location

24. Main courses

26. Prince Charles’s sister

28. FDR’s wife

30. Ballpoint, e.g.

33. Drove back

37. Start of a Dickens title (2 wds.)

39. Land measure

40. Eat away

43. Sage

44. Warble

46. Used logic

48. Addition result

49. Sincere

52. Was a passenger

53. Poor farmer

58. Senate messenger

61. Copenhagen resident

63. Speed checker

64. Teen

67. Green fruit

68. Name tag

69. Lumber source

70. Golfers’ pegs

71. Sends forth

72. Fizzy drink

73. Soap bubbles

DOWN

1. Find fault with

2. Director ____ Polanski

3. Go-between

4. Benefactor

5. Part of mph

6. Supervisor

7. Opera singer

8. Motto

9. Outback bird

10. Wood turner

11. French cheese

12. Bloodhound’s clue

13. Burgundy, e.g.

19. Carson’s successor

21. Stagger

25. Fashion magazine

27. Gun rights group (abbr.)

29. Embellish

30. Hurt

31. Ultimatum word
32. Lack
33. Squealers
34. Light brown
35. Overly proper
36. Snaky fish
38. Tango need
41. Became more profound
42. Relaxation
45. Zodiac lion
47. Big Dipper component
50. States further
51. Responds
52. Rent again
54. Seasons
55. Farewell, to Pierre
56. Appointed
57. Lock of hair
58. Lacking color
59. Eve’s guy
60. Mongolian desert
62. Infamous emperor
65. City railways
66. Hot drink
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You might have some strong hesitations
during the day, Aquarius. You may have to
cover up the truth or, on the contrary, say
it out loud. If this is the case, say what’s on
your mind. You’ll be supported by the cur-
rent planetary positions, which will help
you formulate your ideas in a way that
won’t shock people, and, in fact, might
even sway them to your point of view.

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

It will be a stimulating day for you, Taurus!
You’ll feel great and have no trouble chan-
neling all your energy into your activities.
But don’t be surprised if you encounter
some resistance. As creative as your ideas
are, they may not suit everyone. In fact,
you could be confronted with some rebel-
liousness. Be persuasive and you’ll get your
way today.

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

You may have felt somewhat frustrated in

your initiatives over the past few days, Aries.

Either outside obstacles, such as events that

caused delays, or inner restraints, such as

your own apathy, presented a clear challenge

to you. Certain matters must be resolved

before you can make any real progress. The

day ahead may give you an opportunity to

settle these issues once and for all.

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

It will be a stimulating day for you,
Taurus! You’ll feel great and have no
trouble channeling all your energy into
your activities. But don’t be surprised if
you encounter some resistance. As cre-
ative as your ideas are, they may not suit
everyone. In fact, you could be confront-
ed with some rebelliousness. Be persua-
sive and you’ll get your way today.

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

Be careful not to lose your temper today,

Gemini. You’re chomping at the bit these

days, although your daring nature has been

reined in by financial and professional con-

straints. It’s useless to entertain grandiose

illusions at the moment. Moreover, if you

do, you can expect some confrontations. If

you’re advised to be more conservative,

heed the suggestion.

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

Today time will stop and might even seem

to go backward, Cancer. Use this pause to

reflect on your motivations. The clues from

the Zodiac seem to suggest that you’re cur-

rently settling questions that concern the

fate of another person. Perhaps you should

be spending an equal amount of time con-

sidering your own fate as well.

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

Overall, the climate is tense at work
and at home, Leo. You’ll sense a feeling
of restlessness and a longing for
change, but you’ll also feel a reluctance
to make any real moves in that direc-
tion. Your judgment tells you that com-
plaints that don’t lead to action are
meaningless. So why not be the cata-
lyst that provokes some action?

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Overall, the climate is tense at work
and at home, Leo. You’ll sense a feeling
of restlessness and a longing for
change, but you’ll also feel a reluctance
to make any real moves in that direc-
tion. Your judgment tells you that com-
plaints that don’t lead to action are
meaningless. So why not be the cata-
lyst that provokes some action?

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

You can interpret the day ahead as an
open-ended question about you, Virgo.
You may have noticed certain physical
or psychological aspects of yourself that
make you uncomfortable. The day
ahead may force you to take action to
correct that attitude. If you just share
your concerns with a friend or relative,
you’ll accomplish a great deal.

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

You have an unusual gift for making a situ-

ation seem less dramatic, Scorpio. Today,

you’ll witness crises of all kinds. You will be

the one who reassures people, and the one

who can sum up the situation objectively

without panicking or exaggerating. This,

coupled with your legendary calm, makes

for a great combination!

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

Dare to express your ideas without fear of
ridicule. This is what the planetary configu-
ration has to say to you today, Sagittarius.
And this is exactly what you need to hear,
because fear of ridicule is generally your
Achilles heel. The challenge for you is to
clearly say what you think without refer-
ring to or borrowing the ideas of others.
Dare to do it!

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

If you’ve always felt the desire to write, now is
the time to take the plunge, Capricorn. You
certainly don’t lack the imagination! Your
problem may be that you have difficulty tak-
ing your prose seriously. Don’t think about
being â€œA Writer.â€  Just write! And above
all, don’t hesitate to let people read what you
write. A writer’s group would be a great way
for you to come out of hiding.

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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A ctress
Taapsee

Pannu is all set to produce the film
'Dhak Dhak', a story of four women and

their life changing journey to the highest mo-
torable pass in the world, through her production

house Outsiders Films in collaboration with
Viacom18 Studios. The film stars Fatima Sana Shaikh,

Ratna Pathak Shah, Dia Mirza and Sanjana Sanghi as the
protagonists. 'Dhak Dhak', is co-produced by Taapsee,

Pranjal Khandhdiya and Ayush Maheshwari. The film is co-
written by Parijat Joshi and Tarun Dudeja & directed by Tarun

Dudeja. Taapsee says: "We have attempted to give audiences a vi-
sual experience that they have rarely seen on screen.
'Dhak Dhak' narrates the story of four women who

realise that freedom has to be owned and never given.
"Viacom18 Studios has been a crucial part of my jour-

ney in the film industry from 'Chashme Baddoor',
'Shabaash Mithu' and now to 'Dhak Dhak'. I am sure
that this ride will be an enriching one." Commenting

on the association, Ajit Andhare, COO, Viacom18
Studios says: "'Dhak Dhak' is a heart-warming story

of four women undertaking a trip breaking out of
their cocoons & discovering themselves through
this journey of introspection & adventure. This
was the perfect script and resonates well with the

DNA of our storytelling." Producer Pranjal
Khandhdiya adds: "'Dhak Dhak' is a first of its

kind story about four strong characters and a
memorable bike ride in the picturesque lo-

cations. 'Dhak Dhak' is sure to captivate
our audiences."The f ilm is now under

production and will hit cinema
screens in 2023.

D evi Ahilyabai Holkar’s accom-
plishments, wisdom and

courage have been an inspiration
for generations to come.
Celebrating Ahilyabai’s life jour-
ney, Sony Entertainment
Television’s Punyashlok Ahilyabai,
a historical magnum opus takes us
through the life journey of the
queen who not only brought peace
and prosperity with her impartiali-
ty but also proved that one becomes
great not by gender or birth but by
deeds. With the unwavering sup-
port of her father-in-law ‘Malhar
Rao Holkar’, Ahilyabai Holkar
paved the path for women rights, ed-
ucation and empowerment. The up-
coming episodes in Punyashlok
Ahilyabai will shed light on 'Dattak
Vidhan Adhyay' an important mile-
stone in Ahilyabai’s journey. The
upcoming track promises to keep
audiences intrigued as Ahilyabai, a
woman ahead of her time, encour-
ages a widowed woman to adopt a

child in an era when adoption was
frowned upon. Sharing her perspec-
tive, actress Aetasha Sansgiri who
portrays the role of Ahilyabai in
the show said "Ahilyabai Holkar
has brought about several revolu-
tionary and historic changes in so-
ciety, particularly for women and I

am only learning and growing as a
woman, having got an opportunity
to closely follow her life’s journey
and milestones."  

Tune in to Punyashlok
Ahilyabai, every Mon-Fri at 7:30
pm only on Sony Entertainment
Television!

Taapsee
Pannu set to

produce
Fatima Sana

Shaikh-starrer
‘Dhak Dhak’ 

‘Punyashlok Ahilyabai’
highlights an empowering initiative 

On the birth anniversary of
Dharmaveer Sambhaji Maharaj,
the second Chhatrapati of the
Maratha Empire, the makers of
the upcoming film, Chhava - The
Great Warrior released its
motion poster. The film is based
on the book titled Chhatrapati
Sambhaji Maharaj  written by Dr
Jaysingrao Pawar. Presented by
Malhar Pictures, produced by

Sunny Rajani and directed
by Rahul Janardan Jadhav,

Chhava - The Great Warrior
encapsulates the saga of

Sambhaji Maharaj's adventure
and bravery.  Talking about the
film, director Rahul Janardan
Jadhav says, "Shambhu Raje is a
true youth icon. The first prince
of the Swarajya, who began
studying politics from the age of

nine, had a strong command over
martial arts, literature and four-
teen languages ?. I wanted to
make a movie on a real super-
hero rather than a superhero of
my imagination." The film's pro-
ducer Sunny Rajani adds, "The
world's first bulletproof jacket
was invented by Sambhaji
Maharaj and the first biological
battle was fought by Shambhuraj
with intellect. He bent the
Mughals and the Portuguese,
made the British dance and
drowned Siddi in the river. He
was invincible till his last breath
and did not lose a single battle.
And we are fortunate and truly
glad enough to make a film about
his dynamic life."
CChhhhaavvaa  --  TThhee  GGrreeaatt  WWaarrrriioorr  wwiillll

ssoooonn  hhiitt  tthhee  tthheeaattrreess..

Motion poster 
of 'Chhava-The Great

Warrior' released 

Divya Dutta: Never have I ever
played a badass as I did in 'Dhaakad'

AAkksshhaayy  KKuummaarr
ssttaarrrreerr  ''PPrriitthhvviirraajj''
hhaadd  55,,000000  
ccoossttuummeess,,  550000  
ttuurrbbaannss  uusseedd  
dduurriinngg  sshhoooott  

AAkksshhaayy  KKuummaarr
ssttaarrrreerr  ''PPrriitthhvviirraajj''
hhaadd  55,,000000  
ccoossttuummeess,,  550000  
ttuurrbbaannss  uusseedd  
dduurriinngg  sshhoooott  

TT he makers of Akshay Kumar's

upcoming historical

'Prithviraj', which is based on the

life and valour of Prithviraj

Chauhan, had to create over 50,000

costumes and also used 500 differ-

ent types of turbans during the

shoot. Akshay Kumar says, "Rarely

do films take this much effort and

embark upon such monumental

tasks. Every element of our film

which is based on the life of Samrat

Prithviraj Chauhan has been dealt

with utmost sincerity, authenticity

and reverence. "We have paid

attention to the minutest details

while making the film because we

wanted this to be the most glorious

retelling of Samrat Prithviraj's life

on the big screen," he said. The

film's director Chandraprakash

Dwivedi says, "Detailing was key to

making a film like 'Prithviraj'. Like

for example, 500 different turbans

were created for the film. All these

were authentic replication of the

kinds of turbans worn by kings,

masses, people of various profes-

sions at that time. "We had an

expert on turban styling on the set

who would oversee the process of

these turbans being worn by our

actors," he said. He adds, "Over

50,000 costumes were handmade

for the film by a costume designer

who, along with his team, was spe-

cially flown in from Rajasthan to

stay in Mumbai and make these

costumes from scratch. He feels

glad that he had a producer like

Aditya Chopra who believed in his

vision for the film and backed him

completely to tell a story like this in

the grandest way possible.
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Mumbai, May 16 (PTI):

Their play-off chances
hanging by a thread,
Sunrisers Hyderabad will
need to snap their five-
match losing streak when
they take on an already
eliminated Mumbai
Indians in the IPL here on
Tuesday. It has been a
rollercoaster ride for SRH
who won five games in a
row before losing the next
five. SRH, if they win their
two remaining games in-
cluding the one against
MI, will jump to 14 points
and then be left hoping
that the other results go
their way to have an out-
side chance of making the
play-offs.

But a loss against
Mumbai at the Wankhede
stadium will surely elimi-
nate them, as there are al-
ready seven teams now
with 12 or more points.

Hyderabad will need to
put up a much improved
show with the bat. Skipper
Williamson is enduring a
wretched run in this sea-
son and the Kiwi has col-
lected just 208 runs from 12
games at an average of
18.92. He needs to find his
mojo. Head coach Tom

Moody defended the move
to open with an out-of-
form Williamson and the
New Zealander will need
to prove his coach right.

His opening partner
Abhishek Sharma, who
chipped in with a 43 in the
last game, needs to convert
the starts to big scores. But
the duo would have their
task cut out against a for-
midable Mumbai attack
on a track that helps pac-
ers. SRH have the neces-
sary fire-power in the mid-

dle-order with the likes of
Rahul Tripathi, Aiden
Markram and swashbuck-
ling Nicholos Pooran, but
consistency has been an
issue.

Their middle-order
crumbled in their last
game against Kolkata
Knight Riders, which they
lost by 54 runs, and hence
the three would need to
fire in unison. Equally
crucial is the role of
Washington Sundar and
Shashank Singh as finish-

ers. The formidable
Sunrisers pace attack in-
cludes Umran Malik, who
has been a revelation,
while the others like
Bhuvneshwar Kumar,
Marco Jansen, who can
trouble Rohit with the de-
livery that comes in, and
yorker specialist T
Natarajan have fared well.

The MI batters will need
to be wary of Malik, who
is improving after every
game and already has 18
wickets. MI will take confi-

dence from their five-wick-
et win over Chennai Super
Kings, whom they bundled
out for 97 and probably
look to dent SRH’s
chances.

But for Mumbai, the
form of skipper Rohit
Sharma and IPL’s costliest
buy Ishan Kishan are
huge concerns. The duo
needs to provide an ag-
gressive start, especially
in the absence of
Suryakumar Yadav.

Tilak Varma, who has
been one of the finds of
the season, once again
needs to shoulder respon-
sibility in the middle-
order, which lacks experi-
ence. And it wouldn’t be
easy for the likes of Daniel
Sams, Tim David, Tristan
Stubbs and Ramandeep
Singh to counter the var-
ied SRH attack.

As far as the MI bowling
is concerned, pacer Sams
is right on the money and
can wreak havoc at the
start. The ever-reliable
Jasprit Bumrah and Riley
Meredith have also played
their parts while rookie
spinner Kumar Kartikeya
Singh has been providing
necessary breakthroughs
in the middle overs.

SRH meet MI in must-win game

New Delhi,May 16 (PTI):
Asian Championships
bronze medallist
Nikhat Zareen (52kg)
secured India its first
medal at the IBA
Women’s World
B o x i n g
Championships in
Istanbul on Monday by
advancing to the semifi-
nals with a superb win.

Continuing her stellar
run from the prestigious
Strandja Memorial tour-
nament where she won
the gold earlier this year,
Nikhat out-punched
England’s Charley-Sian
Davison 5-0. The 25-year-
old Telangana boxer was
all pumped up in her high-
ly physical bout against
Davison. Both boxers
went attacking ferociously
against each other in the
first round.

However, the second
round was a one way
street as Nikhat pounded
her opponent with terrific
body shots to tire her out
while also landing clean
and sharp punches. With
the two rounds in the bag,

Nikhat then displayed
her defensive skills as

she no longer felt the need
to be on the offensive in

the final few min-
utes of her quar-
terfinal bout.
However, Nitu
(48kg) ended her

campaign with a 2-
3 split verdict quar-
terfinal loss to

reigning Asian
champion Alua

Balkibekova of
Kazakhstan. The 21-

year-old from Haryana,
who is a two-time youth
world champion, started
the bout cautiously, entic-
ing her opponent to come
at her but struggled to
land punches herself.

The Indian tried hard to
break Balkibekova’s de-
fences as the Kazakh
boxer moved around swift-
ly. Nitu managed to up the
ante in the final round but
it was too late as the
judges ruled in her oppo-
nent’s favour.

Later in the day,
Manisha (57kg), Parveen
(63kg), Pooka Rani (81kg),
Anamika (50kg) Jaisimine
(60kg) and Nadini (+81kg)
will compete in their quar-
terfinals bouts.

Boxing World C’ships:
Nikhat Zareen secures India’s

first medal in Istanbul

Lucknow, May 16 (PTI):

Sakshi Malik finally
found a way to defeat
nemesis Sonam Malik and
sealed her place in the
Indian team for the
Commonwealth Games
while Vinesh Phogat did
just enough against Antim
to emerge winner in the
53kg category trials here
on Monday.

Sonam, who recovered
from a left leg injury, had
made it a habit of beating
the 2016 Olympic bronze
medallist at the WFI trials
but the day belonged to
Sakshi, who beat the
young wrestler 8-1.

Later in the final,
Sakshi outplayed Manisha
7-1 to ensure that she will

be on the plane to
Birmingham, where the
Games will begin from
July 28.

Manisha had ousted
Sangeeta Phogat, wife of
Bajrang Punia, 7-5 in the

semifinals.
Vinesh, another star

who has been struggling
right from the Tokyo
Games, began well as she
did not concede a point till
the final.

In the final against
Antim, she was trailing 0-3
but found a two-point scor-
ing move to reduce deficit.
Antim got a bit defensive
and tried to maintain dis-
tance. In this attempt, she
fleed the mat and Vinesh
challenged referee’s deci-
sion of not awarding a
point. She won the chal-
lenge and since hers was
the last scoring point, she
won the trials.

It wil be a first big-ticket
event after her Tokyo
Games debacle, where she
made an early exit after
entering the event as the
favourite. What followed
her was a harrowing time
where she was suspended
by WFI for indiscipline
during the Games.

Vinesh, Sakshi book CWG 
berths after emerging victorious in trials

New Delhi, May 16 (PTI):

Star Indian players
Smriti Mandhana,
Harmanpreet Kaur and
Deepti Sharma were on
Monday named captains of
the three teams for the
Women’s T20 Challenge to
be played in Pune from
May 23.

The BCCI announced 16-
member squads for each of
three teams —
H a r m a n p r e e t - l e d
Supernovas, Mandhana-
led Trailblazers and
Deepti-led Velocity.

Trailblazers had won
the previous edition held
in 2020.

Veteran India cricketers
Mithali Raj, Jhulan
Goswami and Shikha
Pandey, who played in the
previous edition, are the
notable absentees in the

squads.
A total of 12 overseas

players were also an-
nounced for the exhibition
event including star South
African opener Laura
Wolvaardt and world num-
ber one bowler Sophie

Ecclestone. Thai player
Natthakan Chantam will
make her second appear-
ance in the competition.

The only Australian fea-
turing in the line-ups is leg
spinner Alana King while
the English cricketers in-

clude Ecclestone, Sophia
Dunkley and Kate Cross.

Bangladesh cricketers
Salma Khatun and
Sharmin Akhter have also
been picked. The West
Indians include Deandra
Dottin and Hayley
Matthews.

South African captain
Sune Luus and Wolvaardt
will represent Supernovas
and Velocity respectively.

The performers in the
recently held Senior
Women’s T20 Trophy have
also been rewarded. The
tournament’s leading run
getter K P Navgire and
leading wickettaker Aarti
Kedar will play for
Velocity.

The upcoming edition is
expected to be the last one
with BCCI planning a full
fledged Women’s IPL from
next year.

Mandhana, Harmanpreet, Deepti to captain in Women’s T20 Challenge
Squads

Supernovas: Harmanpreet Kaur (captain), Taniya
Bhatia, *Alana King, Ayush Soni, Chandu V,
*Deandra Dottin, Harleen Deol, Meghna Singh,
Monica Patel, Muskan Malik, Pooja Vastrakar, Priya
Punia, Rashi Kanojia, *Sophie Ecclestone, *Sune
Luus, Mansi Joshi.

Trailblazers: Smriti
Mandhana (captain),
Poonam Yadav,
Arundhati Reddy, *Hayley
Matthews, Jemimah
Rodrigues, Priyanka
P r i y a d a r s h i n i ,
Rajeshwari Gayakwad,
Renuka Singh, Richa
Ghosh, S. Meghana, Saiqa
Ishaque, *Salma Khatun,
*Sharmin Akter, *Sophia
Brown, Sujata Mallik,
S.B.Pokharkar.

Velocity: Deepti
Sharma (captain), Sneh
Rana, Shafali Verma,
*Ayabonga Khaka, K.P.
Navgire, *Kathryn
Cross, Keerthi James,
*Laura Wolvaardt,
Maya Sonawane,
*Natthakan Chantham,
Radha Yadav, Aarti
Kedar, Shivali Shinde,
Simran Bahadur,
Yastika Bhatia, Pranavi
Chandra.

Milan, May 16 (AP):

AC Milan’s lengthy
wait for the Italian
league title will last an-
other week at least.
Second-half goals from
Rafael Le o and Theo
Hern ndez saw Milan
beat Atalanta 2-0 on
Sunday and it now only
needs one point from its
final match to secure its
first Serie A title since
2011.

The Rossoneri could
even have clinched the
title on Sunday but de-
fending champion and
fierce rival Inter Milan
won 3-1 at relegation-
threatened Cagliari to
keep its fading title
hopes alive.

Milan was two points
ahead of Inter and has
the better head-to-head
record, which is the first
tiebreaker in Serie A.
Stefano Pioli’s Milan
plays at Sassuolo in the
final round next week-
end, and Inter hosts

Sampdoria. There was a
heady atmosphere at San
Siro, with Milan fans
knowing their team is on
the brink of ending the
11-year wait.

However, Atalanta
managed to frustrate
Milan and almost took
the lead in the 31st
minute but Rossoneri
goalkeeper Mike
Maignan pulled off a
good save to keep out
Luis Muriel’s effort.

Milan upped the tempo
in the second half and
fans were on their feet
nine minutes after the
restart as they thought
Hern ndez’s free kick
had gone in but it landed
on the outside of the side
netting.

They only had to wait
two minutes, however,
before Le o used his pace
to run onto a ball over
the top from Junior
Messias who had only
just come on and drill it
into the bottom left cor-
ner in the 56th.

Title wait nearly 
over for Milan after 2-0

win over Atalanta

AC Milan’s Portuguese forward Rafael Leao shoots
to score the team’s first goal during the Italian Serie
A football match between AC Milan and Atalanta
Bergamo at the San Siro stadium in Milan.

Rome, May 16 (AP): Just
in time. Novak Djokovic
raised his first trophy of
the year at the Italian
Open on Sunday and
showed that he’s back in
top form exactly a week
before the French Open
starts. After missing a
large portion of the season
because he wasn’t vacci-
nated against the coron-
avirus, the top-ranked
Djokovic beat Stefanos
Tsitsipas 6-0, 7-6 (5) for his
sixth Rome title. I’ve been
building my form the last
few weeks, Djokovic said.
It couldn’t be better timing
coming into Roland
Garros.” Perfect scenario
for me, Djokovic added
later. Earlier on the red
clay, Iga Swiatek defended

the women’s title by over-
whelming Ons Jabeur 6-2,
6-2 to extend her winning
streak to 28 matches.
Djokovic didn’t drop a set
all week, having won his
1,000th career match over
Casper Ruud in the semifi-
nals. Djokovic, who was
deported because of his
un-vaccinated status
ahead of the Australian
Open, hadn’t won a tour-
nament since raising the
Paris Masters trophy in
November.

This year it was a partic-
ular situation. With every-
thing that happened in
Australia, it took some
time, Djokovic said. I
found my best shape here.
I’m going to Paris with a
lot of confidence.

Djokovic shows he’s back in 
top form with Italian Open title

Geneva, May 16 (AP):

Watching the recent

news from Ukraine is very

upsetting,” No. 2-ranked

tennis player Daniil

Medvedev said of the war

that led Wimbledon organ-

izers to ban him and other

Russians from their tour-

nament. The U.S. Open

champion spoke at the

Geneva Open where he re-

turns to action after a five-

week absence from the ATP

Tour for surgery on a her-

nia injury. I had some time

to follow what is happen-

ing, yeah, it’s very upset-

ting, Medvedev said when

asked if he could monitor

the conflict in Ukraine

more closely while not play-

ing. Medvedev previously

said in February after

Russia invaded Ukraine

that he was all for peace.

Though most Olympic

sports banned Russian

teams and athletes from in-

ternational competitions,

tennis allowed players to

continue as individuals and

not representatives of their

country. Wimbledon organ-

izers went further, an-

nouncing three weeks ago

with support from the U.K.

government a decision to

impose a ban and limit

Russia’s global influence

through the strongest

means possible.

No. 2 Medvedev back 
on ATP tour after Wimbledon ban

Paris, May 16 (AP):

Paris Saint-Germain
striker Kylian Mbappe
won the French league’s
best player award for the
third time in his career,
then diplomatically
swerved a question about
his future.

Mbappe is out of con-
tract at PSG next month
and touted to join Karim
Benzema at Real Madrid
in what would be a formi-
dable attack force. Mbappe
said he didn’t want to an-
nounce his decision dur-
ing the ceremony but
added Yes, pretty much
when asked if he’s made
his mind up over whether
to stay or go.

Mbappe is the league’s

top scorer with 25 goals for
the French champion and
has netted 36 in all compe-
titions.

The awards are given
annually by the National
Union of Professional
Football Players (UNFP) to
players in France’s top two
divisions.

The 23-year-old France
star won the award last
year when Mbappe netted

a career-high 42 goals over-
all and in 2019. It’s always
an honor to be here.
Winning for a third time
in a row is incredible,”
Mbappe said.

I’ve felt the recognition
this season more than
ever.

The trophy was not
awarded in 2020 after the
coronavirus pandemic
ended the season 10 games
early.

Although PSG comfort-
ably won the league title
which it surprisingly lost
to Lille last season
Mbappe’s goals and assists
masked glaring shortcom-
ings which were ruthless-
ly exposed by Madrid in
the round of 16 in the
Champions League.

PSG star Mbappe wins league’s
best player award for 3rd time

IIT Madras fundraising soars
to all-time high of Rs 131 cr

New Delhi, May 16 (PTI): 

The Indian Institute of
Technology (IIT),
Madras has raised an all-
time high sum of Rs 131
crore from alumni,
donors, and corporate
firms during the finan-
cial year 2021-22 to fur-
ther its philanthropic
and socially relevant
projects, officials said on
Monday.

The institute aims to
accelerate fundraising
by strengthening alumni
networks and increasing
engagement with corpo-
rates, philanthropies and
high-net-worth individu-
als, they said.

The fundraising activi-
ties are spearheaded by
the Office of Alumni and

Corporate Relations,
which comprises a dedi-
cated team of profession-
als who work with corpo-
rate firms, alumni and
donors.

"Despite the COVID-19
pandemic, the fundrais-
ing from alumni, donors
and corporate firms has
been increasing by over
30 per cent year-on-year.
The number of corporate
firms donating funds to
IIT Madras through CSR
has almost doubled in the
last five years.

"Fundraising from
Corporate Social
Responsibility (CSR)
partnerships accounts
for nearly half of the
total Rs 131 crore raised
in last financial year,"
said Mahesh
Panchagnula, Dean
(Alumni and Corporate
Relations), IIT Madras.

New Delhi, May 16 (PTI): 

Nano-sized robots ma-
nipulated using a magnet-
ic field can help kill bacte-
ria deep inside the teeth,
and boost the success of
root canal treatments, ac-
cording to a study by re-
searchers at the Indian
Institute of Science (IISc)
Bengaluru.

Root canal treatments
are routinely carried out
to treat tooth infections in
millions of patients. The
procedure involves remov-
ing the infected soft tissue
inside the tooth, called the
pulp, and flushing the
tooth with antibiotics or
chemicals to kill the bacte-
ria that cause the infec-
tion.

However, many times,
the treatment fails to com-

pletely remove all the bac-
teria -- especially antibiot-
ic-resistant bacteria such
as Enterococcus faecalis --
which remain hidden in-
side microscopic canals in
the tooth called dentinal
tubules.

"The dentinal tubules
are very small, and bacte-
ria reside deep in the tis-
sue. Current techniques
are not efficient enough to
go all the way inside and
kill the bacteria," said
Shanmukh Srinivas,
Research Associate at the
Centre for Nano Science
and Engineering (CeNSE),
and co-founder of IISc-in-
cubated startup,
Theranautilus.

In the study published
in the journal Advanced
Healthcare Materials, the
researchers designed heli-

cal nanobots made of sili-
con dioxide coated with
iron, which can be con-
trolled using a device that
generates a low intensity
magnetic field.

These nanobots were
then injected into extract-
ed tooth samples and their
movement was tracked
using a microscope.

By tweaking the fre-
quency of the magnetic
field, the researchers were
able to make the nanobots
move at will, and pene-
trate deep inside the denti-
nal tubules.

"We have also estab-
lished that we can retrieve
them we can pull them
back out of the patient's
teeth, said Srinivas.

"Crucially, the team was
able to manipulate the
magnetic field to make the

surface of the nanobots
generate heat, which can
kill the bacteria nearby. No
other technology in the
market can do this right
now," said Debayan
Dasgupta, Research
Associate at CeNSE, and
another co-founder of
Theranautilus.

Previously, scientists
have used ultrasound or
laser pulses to create
shockwaves in the fluid
used to flush out bacteria
and tissue debris, in order
to improve the efficiency
of root canal treatment.

However, these pulses
can only penetrate up to a
distance of 800 microme-
ters, and their energy dis-
sipates fast. The nanobots
were able to penetrate
much further -- up to 2,000
micrometers.

New Delhi, May 16 (PTI): 

"It is like a video
continuously playing
in my head and I can
still hear screams of
people begging for
help," says 45-year-
old Mamta, one of
the survivors of the
Mundka fire tragedy.

However, she has no time
to grieve as another press-
ing worry on her mind is
to feed her family of nine
who are entirely depend-
ent on her.

Mamta suffered burns
on her hands and injuries
on her foot and has been
asked to take rest until re-
covery. Last Friday, a mas-
sive fire engulfed the four-
story building where
Mamta had been working
for years. Many of her co-
workers died or are unac-
counted for till now.

At least, 27 people, in-
cluding 21 women, died in
the blaze that started on
the first floor of building.

"I can still feel the
smoke. My friend Geeta
was standing there, but
she couldn't move. We
asked her to take the rope
and come down. But she
could not. I don't know
what happened to her. I
cannot forget what hap-
pened that day," said
Mamta, a resident of
Parvesh Nagar, situated in
west Delhi's Mubarakpur
near Mundka.

However, her major con-
cern is feeding her hungry
kids. "My husband is
handicapped. I have seven
kids, including five daugh-
ters. My sons work as well
as study. They are daily
wagers and most of the
time are without work.

"I was the only stable

earning member of the
family. Now I am sitting at
home without work. How
will I feed my family?"
rued Mamta, who worked
in the CCTV cameras and
router manufacturing
company in the building.

Many of those who
worked at the company
are from Parvesh Nagar
and every alternative
house in the area is some-
how affected by the
tragedy in one or the other
way. "Nobody is talking
about the incident.
Everybody is affected. All
of them are poor people
with a single earning
member," she said.

Malti, another Parvesh
nagar resident and a sur-
vivor, said it is difficult to
find other work here. "Not
many factories are here.
We don't have much sav-
ings. We were managing

with much difficulty and
now this tragedy has
added another stress on
us," Malti said.

She also suffered minor
injuries in the incident
and has been on
painkillers. "I know it is
difficult for them whose
loved ones have died. And
it is difficult for us as well.
I used to earn a little less
than 10,000 from the facto-
ry but I dont know how
will we manage now," said
Malti.

Some are even scared to
send their family mem-
bers to other factories in
the area for work. Srishti
(name changed), whose
mother was one of the sur-
vivor, is concerned about
the future of her family.
"My mother used to work
at the factory. She was
lucky that day but what if
she is not next time.

Delhi's drinking water problems worsen
New Delhi, May 16 (PTI): 

The production capacity
at Wazirabad, Chandrawal
and Okhla water treat-
ment plants has dipped
further as the Yamuna has
"almost dried up", com-
pounding drinking water
problems in several areas
in Delhi, officials said on
Monday. An official of the
Delhi Jal Board (DJB) said
water supply from these
plants has reduced by up
to 40 percent.

"The Yamuna has al-
most dried up. The water
level in the Wazirabad
pond has dipped to 669.40
feet, the lowest this year so
far. Consequently, the pro-
duction capacity at
Wazirabad, Chandrawal
and Okhla water treat-

ment plants has further
dropped to 60-70 percent,"
the official said. The level
in the Wazirabad pond
stood at 670.40 feet on
Saturday against the nor-
mal level of 674.50 feet.

The pond level had
dropped to 667 feet on July
11 last year, prompting the
DJB to move the Supreme
Court seeking directions to
Haryana to release addi-
tional water in the
Yamuna. The DJB has
thrice written to the
Haryana Irrigation
Department in this connec-
tion in a fortnight -- on May
12, May 3 and April 30.

Haryana supplies a total
of 610 million gallons of
water a day to Delhi
through two canals -- CLC
and DSB -- and the

Yamuna. The CLC and the
DSB are supplied water
from Hathni Kund via
Munak canal and the
Bhakra Beas Management
Board. Besides, Delhi re-
ceives 253 MGD from Uttar
Pradesh through the Upper
Ganga Canal, and 90 MGD
is drawn from ranney wells
and tube wells installed
across the city.

The Chandrawal,
Wazirabad and Okhla
WTPs have a capacity of 90
MGD, 135 MGD and 20
MGD, respectively. A re-
duction of 40 percent
means a shortage of 98
MGD of water.

The plants supply
drinking water to north-
east Delhi, west Delhi,
north Delhi, central Delhi,
south Delhi, including

Delhi Cantonment, and
New Delhi Municipal
Council areas. Delhi re-
quires around 1,200 MGD
of water, while the DJB
supplies around 950 MGD.
The government has tar-
geted increasing the water
supply to 1,180 MGD by
June 2023.

"We are taking all meas-
ures necessary to meet the
demand but the situation
is worsening by the day
due to the intense heat and
Haryana releasing less
water in the river," anoth-
er official said on condi-
tion of anonymity.

The utility has advised
people to store sufficient
quantities of water in ad-
vance and issued helpline
numbers to put in a re-
quest for water tankers.
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Students pose for photos during the farewell and fresher party, at Guru Nanak Girls Degree College in Lucknow, Monday.

FAREWELL AND FRESHER PARTY

Devotees participate in a procession of Lord Krishna in Fatehpur, Monday. 

RELIGIOUS PROCESSION
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As Yamuna almost dries up

MP traders: 5,000 wheat-laden
trucks stuck at 2 ports

Indore, May 16 (PTI): 

Criticizing the Centre's
decision to ban export of
wheat, an outfit represent-
ing agriculture-based busi-
nesses said on Monday that
about 5,000 trucks laden
with the commodity and
sent by Madhya Pradesh
traders for overseas ship-
ments are stuck at two
major ports of the country
due to the move.

The organisation -
Madhya Pradesh Sakal
Anaj Dalhan Tilhan
Vyapari Mahasangh Samiti
- a federation of wheat,
pulses and oilseeds traders,
announced to close their
business in 270 agricultural
produce markets of the

state on Tuesday and
Wednesday in protest
against the ban on wheat
export. The outfit, which
has demanded lifting of the
ban, said large consign-
ments of wheat were trans-
ported from the state
through these trucks to
ports for export.

Due to the sudden ban on
wheat export by the central
government, about 5,000
trucks loaded with the
grain, sent by the state's
traders, are standing at
Kandla (Gujarat) and
Mumbai ports, Gopaldas
Agrawal, Mahasangh presi-
dent, told PTI.

He said the state govern-
ment had encouraged
traders to boost export of
wheat, following which
they had bought the com-
modity from farmers at

higher than the minimum
support price (MSP). But
export deals of traders are
now in jeopardy due to the
Centre's ban, he said.

To protest against the
ban on export of wheat,
traders in all 270 agricul-
tural produce markets
(mandis) of the state will
suspend their work on
Tuesday and Wednesday,
Agrawal said.

He demanded that the
central government imme-
diately lift the export ban
in the interest of traders
and farmers. Last week, the
Commerce Ministry im-
posed a ban on wheat ex-
port with immediate effect
amid concerns over impact
on production due to
scorching heat and to con-
trol the domestic prices of
the foodgrain.

̈ Due to export ban

Six held for religious
conversion attempt

BBhhooppaall,,  MMaayy  1166  ((PPTTII))::  Six per-
sons were arrested for alleged-
ly trying to convert people to
Christianity in Bhopal in
Madhya Pradesh, an official
said on Monday. Post this case,
Madhya Pradesh Home
Minister Narottam Mishra said
police have been directed to
monitor conversion activities
in schools. Following a com-
plaint, a police team raided the
Christ Memorial School cam-
pus, where a group had gath-
ered and people were about to
be converted, said Bhopal's
Bairagarh police station in
charge DP Singh. He said four
persons, identified as Father
Paul Polus, Kamini Paul, Rajesh
Malviya and Ritika Malviya,
were arrested from the spot,
while two others, namely
school director Manis Mathew
and Rahul Sharma, were held
on Monday.

Schools reopen to festive atmosphere
in K’taka after summer vacation

Bengaluru, May 16 (PTI): 

Schools reopened to a
cheerful atmosphere in
Karnataka after 35 days of
summer vacation, as the
academic year 2022-23
commenced on Monday.
Physical classes had been
disrupted for the past two
years due to the COVID-19
pandemic and subsequent
lockdowns.

The education depart-
ment and the government
school authorities in
Karnataka made elabo-
rate arrangements to wel-
come children as the
usual hustle-bustle along
with chorus anthems and
songs returned to the
schools.

Students came in uni-
form to the decked-up
classrooms. Chief

Minister Basavaraj
Bommai greeted children
as well as the teachers on
the occasion of reopening
of schools as per the aca-
demic calendar across
Karnataka.

"After a long time,
schools have started. The
education department
made all the arrange-
ments. They are welcom-
ing children in a tradition-
al manner to create a
favourable atmosphere for
learning," Bommai told
reporters here.

He added that learning
in school has always been
effective and result-orient-
ed. "We are ready to pro-
vide textbooks, clothes
and bicycles. Let the class-
es resume because there
was uncertainty over the
resuming of schools. Our

desire is to see children
going to schools as they
used to do before COVID-
19," Bommai said.

At Devarachikkanahalli
in Bannerghatta Road in
Bengaluru, the principal,
teachers and the students
tied 'torana' (festoons of
mango leaves) at the en-
trance of the school as
well as classes. In another
city school, teachers wel-
comed students by putting
vermilion on the forehead
of the students and per-
formed 'arati' to every stu-
dent.

In many schools, stu-
dents were offered sweets
as well as a mid-day meal.
The Akshaya Patra
Foundation on Monday
said it resumed the Mid-
Day Meal (MDM) Scheme
in Bengaluru.

Claiming ‘nightmares’,
thieves return 14

stolen idols
CChhiittrraakkoooott  ((UUPP)),,  MMaayy  1166  ((PPTTII))::
Thieves returned 14 stolen
'ashtadhatu' idols to the priest
of an ancient Balaji temple
here claiming they were hav-
ing nightmares after commit-
ting the crime, police said on
Monday. "16 ashtadhatu idols
worth several crores were
stolen from the ancient Balaji
temple at Taraunha on the
night of May 9. In this connec-
tion, Mahant Rambalak had
lodged an FIR against un-
known thieves," Station House
Officer of Sadar Kotwali Karvi,
Rajiv Kumar Singh, said. "Out
of 16 stolen idols, 14 were
found mysteriously in a sack
near the residence of Mahant
Rambalak on Sunday," he said,
adding that the priest also
found a letter with the sack in
which thieves wrote that they
were having scary dreams at
night, so because of fear they
are returning the idols.

Women survivors of Delhi fire 
worried about livelihood, future
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IISc scientists develop tiny
robots that can deep clean teeth

Goldsmiths in quandary 
as shops shut after Metro 
work damages buildings

Kolkata, May 16 (PTI): 

Goldsmiths of Durga
Pithuri Lane in Kolkata's
Bowbazar -- whose shops
had to be shut overnight
after at least 12 houses in
the area developed major
cracks due to tunneling
work for the East-West
Metro line -- are staring at
an uncertain future, as
they run from pillar to
post with jewellery-filled
bags.

Ananda Maity, Sushil
Roy, Foni Mahato and
their fellow goldsmiths
are now frantically look-
ing for a temporary place
to immediately restart
work on a number of wed-
ding jewellery orders
amounting to lakhs of
rupees.

"The wedding season is
in full swing, and we have
several orders to deliver
with very little time. Now,
with our shops gone, we
are all at sea," said Suhas
Mahato, standing close to
a building with noticeable
cracks. The building
housed his small shop on
the ground floor.

At least 12 houses suf-
fered structural damage
in Durga Pithuri Lane of
Bowbazar on May 11, with
more than 140 locals being
shifted to hotels.

Similar scenes were wit-
nessed in the area on
August 31, 2019, when a
tunnel boring machine
(TBM) hit an aquifer, lead-
ing to severe ground sub-
sidence and collapse of
several buildings.

Govt says such activities
under scanner


