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Review
LLuucckknnooww:: Uttar Pradesh
Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath on Saturday
reviewed the arrange-
ments in Kushinagar
ahead of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's proposed
visit on Monday on the
occasion of Buddha
Purnima. Kushinagar is
the place where Lord
Buddha is believed to have
attained Mahaparinirvana
after his death.

Watery grave
LLaattuurr:: Five women, all
itinerant sugarcane cut-
ters, drowned in an irri-
gation pond in Ahmedpur
tehsil of Maharashtra's
Latur district on Saturday
morning, police said. The
incident took place at
Tulshiram Tanda village
around 8.30 am when the
victims were washing
clothes in the pond, an
official from the Kingao
police station said.

Fire 
AAmmrriittssaarr:: A massive fire
broke out at the govern-
ment-run Guru Nanak
Dev Hospital here on
Saturday, said police.
However, no casualty was
reported, they said.
Nearly ten fire tenders
were pressed into service
to put out the fire. A blast
took place in the trans-
former near the hospital
OPD that led to the fire,
which engulfed cardiolo-
gy, X-ray and dermatol-
ogy departments.

Mishap
AAlliirraajjppuurr:: An irate mob
set a multi-utility vehicle
on fire and threw its driv-
er into the flames result-
ing in his death after it
had fatally run over a
minor girl in Alirajpur dis-
trict in Madhya Pradesh,
a police official said on
Saturday. 

Addl judges 
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Five additional
judges were on Saturday
appointed in three high
courts. While three judi-
cial officers have been
elevated as additional
judges in the Calcutta
High Court, one advocate
each was appointed as
additional judge in
Chhattisgarh and Kerala
high courts. The
Department of Justice in
the Law Ministry issued
notifications announcing
the fresh appointments.

Suicide
PPiilliibbhhiitt:: A 35-year-old
farmer allegedly shot him-
self to death in his village
agricultural field with his
wife attributing his suicide
to his heavy debt from
local money lenders and a
rural bank, police said on
Saturday. Om Prakash of
Shahbajpur village in the
Bisalpur Kotwali police
station area committed
suicide by shooting him-
self in his farming field on
Friday night while the
body was spotted by vil-
lagers on Saturday morn-
ing, they said.
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Boys take a bath in a 
tubewell to beat the heat on

a hot summer day, in
Jalandhar, Saturday.
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Raipur, May 14: 

The results of Class X
and XII examinations con-
ducted by the
Chhattisgarh Board of
Secondary Education
(CGBSE) were declared on
Saturday, with girls out-
shining boys in the overall
pass percentage.

Announcing the results
here at the Board office,
state School Education
Minister Premsai Singh
Tekam said the total pass
percentage in the Class
XII exams was 79.30 per
cent while it was 74.23 per
cent for the Class X exams.

"In the Class XII exams,
girls have recorded a pass
percentage of 81.15 per
cent, while 77.03 per cent
of boys have passed. In the
Class X exams, 78.84 per
cent girls passed. This fig-
ure for boys stood at 69.07
per cent, Tekam said.

A total of 2,92,611 stu-
dents had registered for

CGBSE Higher Secondary
School Certificate
Examination (12th) this
year, but only 2,87,673 stu-
dents, comprising 1,29,213
boys and 1,58,460 girls, ap-
peared, he said, adding
that results of 2,87,485 stu-
dents were declared, of
which 2,27,991 (79.30 pc)
passed.

He said 3,75,694 regular
students registered for
CGBSE High School
Certificate Examination

(10th) out of which
3,63,301 students, compris-
ing 1,71,539 boys and
1,91,762 girls, sat for the
exams.

Results of 3,63,007 stu-
dents were declared, with
2,69,478 (74.23 pc) passing,
Tekam said, adding that
results of the remaining
students in the two exams
were withheld due to vari-
ous reasons.

"In the Class X and XII
merit list, girls fared bet-

ter than boys. Out of 22
students who made it to
the Class XII merit list, 13
are girls. Out of 71 stu-
dents in the merit list of
the Class X exams, 52 are
girls," he informed.

In the Class XII exam,
with 98.20 per cent, Kunti
Sao of Adarsh Gramya
Bharati HS School
Pussore, Raigarh has se-
cured top position fol-
lowed by Khushboo
Wadhwani of St Joseph
Convent English Medium
HS School Bilaspur with
96.40 per cent.

Renuka Chandra of
Sanskar Eng Med HS
School Jami Jaipur,
Janjgir-Chammpa bagged
third rank with 95.80 per
cent.

In the Class X exam,
Suman Patel of Mona
Modern HS School
Baramkela (Raigarh) and
Sonali Bala of
Government HS School
Gundamhur in Naxal-hit
Kanker district have
topped with 98.67 per cent,
while six students bagged
second position with 98.17
per cent and four students
secured third position
with 98 percent, he said.

Dhamtari, May 14: 

A 30-year-old woman
was trampled to death by
wild elephants in
Dhamtari district, officials
said on Saturday.

The incident occurred
on Friday late night in
Pardhi village under the
south Singpur forest range
when Sukhma Bai Kamar
was sleeping at her hut, a
forest official said.

On spotting the move-
ment of a herd of around
23 elephants towards
Pardhi village, forest per-
sonnel had alerted local
people and shifted them to
a safe place in a vehicle.
However, the deceased
woman denied leaving her
hut and stayed there, he
said.

The forest staff again
reached the village to con-
vince the woman to leave
the place at around 2 am
on Saturday but by then
elephants had surrounded
her hut. The herd de-
stroyed the hut and tram-
pled the woman to death,
he said. The elephants
were later chased away, he

said. An immediate aid of
Rs 25,000, has been provid-
ed to the son of the de-
ceased, the official said.

Last month, five people
were killed in separate in-
cidents of attack by a fe-
male elephant in the
Dhamtari forest division.
The jumbo was later found
dead in the neighbouring
Gariaband district forest.

Udaipur, May 14 (PTI): 

The Congress on
Saturday called for enact-
ing a law guaranteeing
minimum support price
(MSP) for crops and said
its aim is to ensure that
farmers are "debt-free".

Addressing a press con-
ference on the second day
of the ongoing 'Chintan
Shivir' here, senior
Congress leader and for-
mer Haryana chief minis-
ter Bhupinder Singh
Hooda also said the party
would strongly oppose any
move by the government
to bring back the three
farm laws that were re-

pealed earlier. Hooda, who
is the convener of the
group deliberating on
agriculture and farmers'
issues at the shivir, said
key issues before the com-
mittee included a law for
guaranteeing MSP to
farmers, climate change's
effect on agriculture,

"poor" implementation of
the government's crop in-
surance scheme and insti-
tutional credit investment.

There is also a proposal
to demand setting up of a
national farm debt relief
commission to suggest
ways and solve debt-relat-
ed grievances of farmers

through conciliation and
negotiation as done in the
case of industrial loans,
Hooda said.

Agriculture should be
treated at par with indus-
try as far as banking is
concerned, he said.

"Our aim is to go from
loan waiver to making
farmers debt-free. How
will we do that? ...whether
there should be legal
guarantee on MSP. The
consensus is that there
should be legal guarantee
for it. This is the demand
from all kisan unions and
as a farmer I also believe
that it should be there,
Hooda said. He said the
NDA government prom-
ised to double income of
farmers, but doubled
their debt instead.

Bijapur, May 14 (PTI):  

A jawan of the
Chhattisgarh Armed Force
(CAF) was injured when a
pressure improvised explo-
sive device (IED), planted by
Naxals, exploded in Bijapur
district on Saturday, police
said.

The incident occurred
around 11 am near
Pandemurga village under
Nelasnar police station lim-
its, where a road opening
party (ROP) of the CAF's
8th battalion was out for pa-
trolling, Inspector General
of Police (Bastar range)
Sundarraj P said.

When the patrolling
team, that had launched the
operation from Nelasnar
camp, was cordoning off the
route ahead of
Pandemurga, constable

Ramnath Maurya stepped
on the pressure IED connec-
tion, triggering the blast, he
said. The jawan, who sus-
tained serious injuries on
his legs, was shifted to a pri-
mary health centre
Nelasnar, from where he
was referred to Dantewada
district hospital, he said.

New Delhi, May 14 (PTI): 

The Supreme Court is
likely to hear next week
the plea of the manage-
ment of Gyanvapi mosque
against the ongoing sur-
vey of the Gyanvapi-
Shringar Gauri complex
in Varanasi in Uttar
Pradesh.

According to the order,
uploaded on the apex
court's website on
Saturday, the plea of the
Committee of
Management Anjuman
Intezamia Masjid, which
manages the affairs of
Gyanvapi mosque, would
be heard by a bench head-
ed by Justice D Y
Chandrachud. The date of

the proposed hearing has
not been uploaded on the
apex court's website till
now.

On Friday, a bench head-
ed by Chief Justice N V

Ramana had refused to
pass any interim order of
status quo against the on-
going survey of the reli-
gious complex on the plea
of the Muslim side.

Agartala, May 14 (PTI): 

In a surprise move, BJP
made Rajya Sabha MP
Manik Saha the new chief
minister of Tripura, suc-
ceeding Biplab Kumar Deb
who resigned earlier on
Saturday.

Saha, the BJP's state presi-
dent, was elected the legisla-
ture party leader at a meet-
ing at the chief minister's of-
ficial residence soon after a
crestfallen Deb tendered his
resignation to Governor SN
Arya. As Deb proposed the
69-year-old Saha's name in
the meeting, minister Ram
Prasad Paul protested,
which led to a scuffle among

MLAs. Paul also broke a few
chairs before the situation
was calmed, sources said.
Paul wanted deputy chief
minister Jishnu Dev Varma,
a member of the erstwhile
Tripura royal family, as the
next chief minister of the
state, they said. Senior BJP

leaders Bhupender Yadav
and Vinod Tawde were ob-
servers for the election of the
legislature party leader. "I
was a common worker of the
party and will continue to be
so," Saha told reporters after
being named the next chief
minister.

Deb, 50, resigned a day
after meeting Union Home
Minister Amit Shah and BJP
president JP Nadda in New
Delhi. "Party is above all. I
am a loyal worker of the BJP.
I hope I have done justice to
the responsibilities that were
given to me -- whether it was
as BJP state president or as
Tripura chief minister. I
have worked for the overall
development of Tripura, and
to ensure peace for the peo-
ple of the state," Deb said
after resigning.

New Delhi, May 14 (PTI): 

With retail prices of
wheat and wheat flour ris-
ing by 14-20 per cent in the
last one year, the govern-
ment has banned wheat ex-
ports to control rising do-
mestic prices and meet the
foodgrain requirement of
neighbouring and vulnera-
ble countries.

"The export policy of
wheat is prohibited with im-
mediate effect ," the
Directorate General of
Foreign Trade (DGFT) said
in a notification issued late
Friday. The export ship-
ments for which irrevocable
letters of credit (LoC) have
been issued on or before the
date of this notification will

be allowed. The opposition
party Congress criticised
the government for impos-
ing the ban, saying it has
taken a 'U turn' on the issue,
but the top government offi-
cials justified the move stat-
ing that the restrictions
have been taken at the
"right time" and primarily
to tame inflation.

"When publicity drives
decisions, you get Policy
Bankruptcy," Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi tweet-
ed. Former Finance
Minister P Chidambaram
said, "...banning the export
of wheat is an anti-farmer
measure. It deprives the
farmer of reaping the bene-
fits of higher export prices.
It is an anti-farmer measure

and I am not surprised, this
government has never been
very friendly to the farmer."

According to the DGFT
notification, wheat exports
will be allowed on the basis
of permission granted by
the Government of India to
other countries to meet
their food security needs
and based on the request of
their governments.

India's wheat exports
stood at an all-time high of
7 million tonnes, valuing
USD 2.05 billion, in 2021-22
fiscal year on better de-
mand for Indian wheat
from overseas. Of the total
wheat exports, around 50
per cent of shipments were
exported to Bangladesh in
the last fiscal.

New Delhi, May 14 (PTI): 

The CBI has booked
seven suspected punters in
connection with two sepa-
rate cases related to al-
leged fixing of 2019 Indian
Premier League matches
"based on inputs" from
Pakistan, officials said
Saturday.

The central agency has
started a country-wide
probe and was carrying
out searches at seven loca-
tions in Delhi, Hyderabad,
Jaipur and Jodhpur, they
said. The agency received
inputs that "a network of
individuals involved in

cricket betting are influ-
encing the outcome of
Indian Premer League
(IPL) matches based on in-
puts received from
Pakistan", the FIRs al-
leged.

The CBI has named one
Dileep Kumar, based in
Rohini, Delhi, and
Gurram Vasu and Gurram
Satish based in Hyderabad
in its first FIR as accused
while Sajjan Singh,
Prabhu Lal Meena, Ram
Avtar and Amit Kumar
Sharma, all from
Rajasthan, have been
named in the second.

The racket allegedly op-
erating from Rajasthan is
continuing since 2010
while another is on since
2013, they said.

GIRLS OUTSHINE BOYS

CGBSE Class X, XII results declared

School Education Minister Dr Premsai Singh declaring the result.

Class XII: 2,87,673 appeared 
Class XII : 79.30 % pass
Class X: 3,63,301 appeared
Class X: 74.23 % pass

In the Class XII exam, with
98.20 per cent, Kunti Sao of
Adarsh Gramya Bharati HS
School Pussore, Raigarh has
secured top position. In the
Class X exam, Suman Patel of
Mona Modern HS School
Baramkela (Raigarh) and
Sonali Bala of Government
HS School Gundamhur in
Naxal-hit Kanker district have
topped with 98.67 per cent.

Results at a glance

Toppers of Class X
and Class XII

Wild tuskers kill woman

The incident occurred on
Friday late night in Pardhi vil-
lage under the south Singpur
forest range when Sukhma
Bai Kamar was sleeping at her
hut. On spotting the move-
ment of a herd of around 23
elephants towards Pardhi vil-
lage, forest personnel had
alerted local people and shift-
ed them to a safe place in a
vehicle. However, the
deceased woman denied leav-
ing her hut and stayed there.
The forest staff again reached
the village to convince the
woman to leave the place at
around 2 am on Saturday but
by then elephants had sur-
rounded her hut. The herd
destroyed the hut and tram-
pled the woman to death.

About the incident

CAF constable injured in IED blast
̈ By Naxals

The incident occurred around
11 am near Pandemurga vil-
lage under Nelasnar police
station limits, where a road
opening party (ROP) of the
CAF's 8th battalion was out
for patrolling. When the
patrolling team, that had
launched the operation from
Nelasnar camp, was cordon-
ing off the route ahead of
Pandemurga, constable
Ramnath Maurya stepped on
the pressure IED connection,
triggering the blast. 

About the incident

JMI revises entrance
test schedule

New Delhi, May 14 (PTI): 

Jamia Millia Islamia (JMI) on
Saturday issued a revised
schedule for the entrance
tests for its undergraduate
and postgraduate pro-
grammes, with the exams
commencing from the second
week of June.
The entrance tests for non-
CUET courses were scheduled
to begin on June 2. However,
according to the new notifica-
tion, the entrance tests will
start on June 11.
"The vice-chancellor (Najma
Akhtar) has very kindly
approved to reschedule the
dates of entrance tests... in
view of the extension in the
last date of filling CUET form
and the ongoing regular
examination of CBSE," the
university said in the notifica-
tion along with the revised
dates for the entrance exams.

CONG CHINTAN SHIVIR

Cong for law guaranteeing MSP for crops
̈ Says want to make

farmers ‘debt-free’

Congress interim President Sonia Gandhi, party leader Rahul
Gandhi and others during a meeting of AICC General Secretaries,
In-charges, PCC Presidents and CLPs on day 2 of the party's Nav
Sankalp Shivir, in Udaipur.

SC to hear plea of Gyanvapi mosque
committee against ongoing survey

View of Kashi Vishwanath Temple Dham and Gyanvapi Masjid
complex, in Varanasi, Saturday.

SURPRISE DECISION

Manik Saha to be new Tripura CM

Newly appointed Tripura 
Chief Minister Manik Saha
with former chief minister

Biplab Kumar Deb and Union
Minister Bhupender Yadav, in

Agartala, Saturday.

̈ Amid scuffle 
at party meet 

CBI books 7 with links to
alleged fixing in IPL 2019
̈ Pak angle 

being probed

India bans wheat exports
to control domestic prices

Kathmandu, May 14 (PTI): 

A surgeon couple from Gujarat
scripted history on Friday by
becoming the first Indian doctor
couple to climb Mount Everest,
while another Indian climber
conquered the world's fourth-
highest peak without using sup-
plemental oxygen, Nepal's
media reported on Saturday.
Dr Hemant Lalitchandra Leuva
and his wife Dr Surbhiben
Hemant Leuva stood atop the
8,849-meter (29,032-foot) sum-
mit at around 8:30 am on Friday,
becoming the first Indian doctor
couple to climb the world's
highest peak, said Rishi
Bhandari, Managing Director at
Satori Adventure.
Hemant is a professor of sur-

gery at NHL Municipal Medical
College and his wife works as
chief medical officer with
Gujarat Vidyapith. The couple,
serving at different health facili-
ties in Ahmedabad, made it to
the top of Mt Everest with the
message of saving the environ-
ment, The Himalayan Times
reported. Skalzang Rigzin, a
climber from Ladakh, made it to
the top of Mt Lhotse (8,516m)
on Friday morning, according to
Babu Sherpa, Managing Director
at Peak Promotion Pvt Ltd, the
newspaper said in a separate
report.
Rigzin, 41, is the first Indian
climber to have reached Mt
Annapurna without using sup-
plemental oxygen. He climbed
Mt Annapurna on April 28.

Surgeon couple from Gujt
becomes India’s first doctor
couple to scale Mt Everest

AIMIM chief Asaduddin Owaisi
on Saturday questioned the
"silence" of Opposition parties,
including the Congress and SP,
on the video survey of the
Gyanvapi Masjid complex in
Varanasi, alleging that they are
keeping mum because Muslims
are not their vote bank. Owaisi
said the Constitution allows
Muslims to follow their culture
and identity and "we would con-
tinue to do so, both at home and
outside". "Why Opposition par-
ties like Congress, Samajwadi
Party and Bahujan Samaj Party
are silent on the issue of the
Gyanvapi mosque? They are not
saying anything because
Muslims are not their vote
bank," AIMIM chief said.

Owaisi questions
‘silence’ of Oppn
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Bhilai, May 14: The ac-
tivists of Shri Ram
Janmotsav Samiti has ex-
tended support to the state
wide "Jail Bharo" agita-
tion to be organised by
Bharatiya Janata Party on
May 16. A meeting in this
regard was organised at
the residence of former
Assembly Speaker Prem
Prakash Pandey.

The meeting responded
to the appeal of Bharatiya
Janata Party for coopera-
tion from all social and re-
ligious organizations, so
Shri Ram Janmotsav

Samiti will be involved in
the Jail Bharo agitation in
the entire Durg district.

It was decided that the
activists  from Kumhari,
Charoda, Bhilai-3,
Khursipar, Puraina,
Chhawni, Jamul, Camp
and Sector-1 will congre-
gate at Central Avenue
Ganesh Pandal in Sector-1
at the most by 13:00 hrs on
May 16. Similarly, mem-
bers from Sector-2, Sector-
3, Sector-4 will collect at
Sector-2 Ganesh pandal
whereas workers of
Sector-5, Sector-6 will be
present at Berozgar
Square.

The ac-
tivists from
area of Sector-
7, Supela,
Vaishalinagar,
Risali collect
at Globe
Square (Rail
Chowk) while
the workers
from Sector-8,
S e c t o r - 1 0 ,
Nehru Nagar,
Smriti Nagar
will collect at
the Ganesh
pandal on
C e n t r a l
Avenue. Last but not least,
the activists from Sector-9,

HUDCO will collect near
32 Bungalows, Y Shaped

Bridge.
The leader of this

movement is the state
unit of Bharatiya Janata
Party, Chhattisgarh.
Among those present
were Shri Ram
Janmotsav Samiti's State
President Ramesh Mane,
Zonal General Secretary
Budhan Thakur, District
President Sevak Ram
Sahu, Executive
President Praveen
Pandey, District General
Secretary Madan Sen,
Basant Pradhan,
Joginder Sharma,
Deepak Mishra,
Treasurer Vinod Singh,
members of Core Group
Tej Bahadur Singh,

Shyam Lal Sahu, Vishnu
Pathak, Munna Pandey,
Dheeraj Shukla, KK
Tiwari, Arvind Jain,
Murlidhar Agarwal, Vice
President Jaishankar
Chaudhary, Prashant
Pandey, KL Srivastava,
District Secretary RP
Singh, Kamil Robert,
Pappu Tiwari, Mukesh
Pandey, Rajkumar Sao,
Councilor Bhojram
Sinha, Mahesh Verma,
Daya Singh, Veena
Chandrakar, Smita
Dodke, Shakuntala Sahu,
Dharmendra Bhagat,
Sarita Baghel, Upasana
Sahu, Shyam Sundar Rao,

Rashmi Singh, Mukhya
Sakha Prakhand
President Ram Kumar
Gupta, Mevalal Yadav,
Arvind Verma,
Sachchidanand Tiwari,
Sanjay Sahu, Ravindra
Raul, Ramu Rao, Poshan
Sahu, Youth Wing District
General Secretary Dilip
Kesharwani, Rinku Sahu,
Raja Sandhu, Youth Wing
Block President Aman
Verma, Aditya Karush,
Pramod Sahu, Anjay
Pandey, Amit Singh,
Sunny Pandey, Kanhaiya,
V Shiv Ram, Yashwant
Rajput and all devotees of
Lord Ram were present.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 14: The fort-
night long summer camp
organized for students in
the school concluded on
Saturday. Daljeet Singh
Thind, Brand Ambassador
of Skating in Chhattisgarh
graced the occasion of the
closing ceremony of the
summer camp. The infor-
mal programme com-
menced at 6:00 hrs in the
school playground in the
presence of Bipin
Deshmukh, Principal, SSV
and the Chief Guest.

The highlights of the
programme were speeches
and views expressed by the
students of spoken English
and Personality
Development classes,
demonstration of skills in
dance, music and various

games viz, Football, Table
Tennis, Volley Ball and
Karate. The formal pro-
gramme commenced with
the lighting of the lamp
and garlanding the por-
traits of Goddess Saraswati
and Paramacharya Sri
Chandrashekharendra
Saraswati Swamigal fol-
lowed by welcoming of the
guests.

Amal Talukdar and
Runa Goswami, incharges,
summer camp, 2022 ad-

dressed the gathering and
expressed their views
about the camp in Hindi
and English respectively.
An inspirational song was
performed by the school
choir under the guidance of
Vandana Mishra and
Devyani Dindal.

S Swaminathan,
Secretary, SSES, in his ad-
dress applauded the efforts
put in by the organizers of
the summer camp and also
declared that the scope of

activities will be widened
in the coming years.
Certificate of Participation
and tokens of appreciation
were distributed to all the
participants of various ac-
tivities. Trainers were also
felicitated by the Chief
Guest.

Bipin Deshmukh,
Principal, SSV, congratulat-
ed the students and train-
ers for the successful con-
duct of the camp and took
the opportunity to stress on
the importance of physical
fitness in everyone's life.
Harish Chandra
Chattwani, Vice-Principal,
SSV, Shobha Nair and S
Usha, Headmistresses, SSV
were also present on the oc-
casion. Vote of thanks was
proposed by Anita Verma.
The programme concluded
with the National Anthem.

Rickshaw-puller’s 
daughter clinches eighth

position in merit list 
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 14: Daughter
of a rickshaw puller bagged
the eighth position in the
state merit list of Class 12
exam. State education
board declared the results
of class 10th and 12th on
Saturday.

Madhuri Sarthi, a resi-
dent of Harnabandha in
Durg has secured eighth po-
sition in the merit list. Soon
after declaration of the
merit list, Durg MLA Arun
Vora and Mayor Dheeraj
Bakliwal reached her resi-
dence to greet Madhuri and
her family.

Madhuri is a student of
Government School situat-
ed in Takiyapara of Durg.
Her father Veeru Sarthi is a
rickshaw puller while her
mother and grandmother

work as domestic help.
Overcoming the adverse sit-
uations, Madhuri worked
hard and secured a position
in the merit list. She scored
94% marks in the class 12th
exam. Madhuri credits her
success to the support of
the family members. She
said that even after being
poor, her parents always
supported her. She lives in a
single room house with her
family and managed to
study with dedication and
commitment in such ad-
verse conditions.

Samyukt Jan Sangharsh Morcha to 
stage Jail Bharo agitation today

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 14: Pressing
a charter of 13 demands,
the Samyukt Jan
Sangharsh Morcha is
going to stage Jail Bharo
agitation on May 15.
Chhattisgarh Mukti
Morcha Mazdoor
Karyakarta Samiti, Jan
Swasthya Karmachari
Union and other Janwadi
organisations are going to
participate in this agita-
tion.

Labour Leader Kaladas
Dahariya alleged that the
union as well as state gov-
ernment are suppressing
the right and just demands
of the workmen and the
common people. The com-
mon people are being
made deprived of the
basic fundamental rights.

People of all sections in-
cluding farmers, labour-
ers, tribals and others are
highly aggrieved with the
policies and working of
the governments.
Considering the situation,
the Samyukt Jan
Sangharsh Samiti is going
to stage Jail Bharo agita-
tion on May 15 near

Central Jail in Durg.
The charter of demands

includes immediately
stopping the destruction
of Hasdeo Arand forests
for coal mining by corpo-
rates; merger of employ-
ees of Chandulal
Chandrakar Memorial
Medical College as gov-
ernment employees after

the institution's acquisi-
tion by state government;
giving priority in recruit-
ment to locals; providing a
living wage to the indus-
trial laborers and contract
workers of Bhilai Steel
Plant in accordance to the
inflation and discontinu-
ing the contract system;
stop robbery of water and
forest land in Bastar; stop
victimising the tribals in
fabricated cases; fulfill the
demands of the agitators
in Silger; immediate re-
lease of Madkam Hidme;
Stop the conspiracy to sell
the ACC Cement
Company to the corporate
houses; provide salary of
the Cement Wage Board to
all the workers in the ce-
ment industry; Regularize
the sanitation workers
working in the urban bod-

ies; roll back the four
labour codes, stop infla-
tion, reduce tax in diesel
petrol; fulfill the demand
of the agitating farmers in
Nava Raipur; stop the con-
spiracy to spread riots in
the name of religion; ful-
fill the demand of the agi-
tating electricity workers,
Mitanins and Anganwadi
workers across the state;
stop the destruction of
urban poor settlements
and their homes without
proper rehabilitation; give
respect and proper rights
to the people of the third
gender; Rs 50 lakh com-
pensation and govern-
ment job to the dependent
of the deceased sanitation
worker Devendra
Markande who was elec-
trocuted at Patan Nagar
Panchayat Gauthan.

National Lok Adalat disposes of 12173 cases in Durg

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 14: On the in-
structions of National
Legal Services Authority,
New Delhi and under the
guidance of State Legal
Services Authority,
Bilaspur and under the di-
rection of District and
Sessions Judge Sanjay
Kumar Jaiswal (President,
District Legal Services
Authority, Durg), National
Lok Adalat was organized
in Durg District on
Saturday.

Here the National Lok
Adalat covered the cases of
District Court Durg, Civil
Court Bhilai-3, Civil Court
Patan, Juvenile Justice
Board, Labour Court and
Permanent Lok Adalat
(Public Utility Services).
District and Sessions
Judge Sanjay Kumar
Jaiswal formally inaugu-
rated the National Lok

Adalat by lighting lamps
before the portrait of
Goddess Saraswti.
Judicial Officers, Bar
Association office bearers
including President Neeta
Jain, Secretary Ravi
Shankar Singh and other
advocates were present.

A total of 33 division
benches were constituted
for the National Lok
Adalat. 03 Division Bench
for Family Court Durg, 24
for District Court, 01
Bench for Tehsil Court
Patan, 02 Bench for Tehsil
Court Bhilai-3, and 01
Bench for Juvenile Justice
Board, 01 Bench for
Labour Court Durg and 01
for Permanent Lok Adalat

(Public Utility Service)
were constituted.

In the National Lok
Adalat, a total of 1891
court cases and 93 cases of
pre-litigation stage were
disposed of. 10186 revenue
related matters were also
resolved in which the total
settlement amount
summed up to Rs
6,52,98,193/-. Among the
court cases, 467 criminal
cases, 9 electricity cases,
33 claims cases, 102 family
disputes, 176 cheque dis-
honour cases, 29 civil
cases, 43 cases of labor
court, 152 cases of
Permanent Lok Adalat
(public utility service) and
167 cases of other cate-

gories were disposed off.
Some cases attracted the

attention of all in this
National Lok Adalat. One
such case was a civil dis-
pute in which the State
Bank of India was the peti-
tioner. This case was pend-
ing for the last ten years
and was resolved through
mutual compromise be-
fore the bench of Eighth
Additional District Judge
Bhanupratap Singh Tyagi.

The plaintiff had filed
the case for recovery of Rs
4 lakh and had paid Rs
48048 as court fee. As the
case was settled through
mutual compromise, the
court fee was refunded to
the plaintiff.

In another case, District
and Sessions Judge moti-
vated the parties to settle a
motor accident claim case
through compromise. This
motor accident claim case
was pending in the Bench
number-04 of National
Lok Adalat.

The relatives of a per-
son had filed this claim
after his death in a bike -
truck collision which oc-
curred within the limits of
Pulgaon Police Station.
District and Sessions
Judge counselled the vic-
tim family as well as the
representatives of United
India Assurance Company
after which the case was
settled at a compensation

amount of Rs 15.50 lakh.
In five pending court

cases, the parties attended
the proceedings through
virtual means. A criminal
case of Sections 323, 294,
506 of IPC was pending
since 2015. This case was
presented before the bench
of Umesh Upadhyay (Civil
Judge, Class 1). The dis-
pute had occurred during
the Durga Puja idol im-
mersion and the offence
was registered at Mohan
Nagar Police Station.

The complainant ap-
peared through video con-
ferencing and agreed to
settle the case through mu-
tual compromise. In an-
other case which was reg-

istered in the Bhilai Bhatti
Police Station, the appli-
cant was admitted in a
hospital at Nagpur for
treatment. She attended
the proceedings through
video conferencing and
gave consent for disposal
of the case through com-
promise.

Subsequently, the ac-
cused was acquitted from
the charges framed under
section 294,506B, 323/34 of
IPC. In another case, the
applicant attended the
proceedings virtually
from the naxal infested
Sukma area. This case of
section 294,506B, 323 of
IPC lodged at Pulgaon
Police Station was dis-

posed of through mutual
compromise.

Parties appeared virtu-
ally in cases listed before
the Division Bench 09
chaired by Tajuddin Asif
(Civil Judge, Class 1) and
Division Bench 18 chaired
by Ankita Madan Lal
Gupta (Civil Judge, Class
2). These cases were also
disposed of through mu-
tual compromise. Some
cases of Family Court
were also settled through
compromise. Next
National Lok Adalat is
going to be organized on
August 13, 2022, informed
Ashish Dahariya
(Secretary, District Legal
Services Authority).

p Total settlement
amount sums up 
to Rs 6.52 crore 

p Conciliation conducted
through virtual medium
in 06 cases 

BBhhiillaaii,,  MMaayy  1144:: Officers'
Association, Bhilai Steel Plant
(OA-BSP) is organizing the
Inter Alumni Tennis Ball
Cricket Tournament for the
prestigious Director In-Charge
Trophy for the Year 2022 in as-
sociation with Sports, Cultural
& Civic Amenities Department,
BSP. The tournament will be
commencing from May 20,
2022 instead of May 15, 2022
due to administrative reasons. 

The inauguration will com-
mence with an Opening
Ceremony at Cricket Ground,
Sector-1, Bhilai at 19:00 hrs. All
the Alumni
(College/Institute/University)
Cricket Teams in Bhilai Steel
Plant are hereby invited to take
part in this tournament and
make it a grand success. 

Interested Alumni
(College/Institute/University)
Cricket Teams may kindly sub-
mit the application in the for-
mat given in BSP homepage at
Pragati Bhawan, Bhilai latest
by May 18, 2022. 

DIC Trophy Inter Alumni
Tennis Ball Cricket Tourney

to open on May 20

Summer Camp concludes at Sri
Sankara Vidyalaya, Sector -X

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  MMaayy  1144::  To register
protest against the ban im-
posed by state government on
demonstrations, rallies, public
functions or agitations, the
Bharatiya Janata Party is all set
to launch Jail Bharo movement
across the state on May 16 at all
the district headquarters. 

In connection with this,
Vaishali Nagar MLA Vidya Ratan
Bhasin took necessary meeting
of party workers, councilors and
shadow councilors of BJP at his
residence in Vaishali Nagar the
other day. Addressing the meet-
ing, Vidya Ratan Bhashin said
that Bhupesh government is
scared of the protests against
them and the result of the fear
is that they have banned any
kind of protests and agitation,
which is undemocratic.  Efforts
are being made to suppress the
voice of the public by making

draconian rules and regulations.
Perhaps Bhupesh Baghel has
forgotten that the worker of the
Bharatiya Janata Party is nei-
ther afraid nor intimidated. The
Bharatiya Janata Party has al-
ways fought for the issues of
the people and will continue to
do so so. He appealed to all the
workers to be present in maxi-
mum numbers on May 16 to
blow the bugle against the re-
pressive policy of the Bhupesh
government. The meeting was
mainly attended by senior BJP
leader Brijesh Brijpuria, BJP dis-

trict general secretary Shankar
Lal Devangan, senior BJP lead-
ers Arvind Jain, Praveen
Pandey, Anil Mishra, Mahesh
Verma, Bhojraj Sinha, Santosh
Maurya, Mukesh Agarwal,
Trilochan Singh, Rajmani Dubey
, Vinod Chelak, Dhan Raju,
Bhola Sahu, Smita Runke,
Ramesh Dadar, Deepak
Rawana, Satyadevi Jaiswal,
Prahlad Shah, Pramod Singh,
Rakesh Dhankar, Yogesh Sahu,
Rakesh Nagdev, Niharika
Mishra, Srinivash, Deepak, Jai
Prakash Yadav, Sharad Vijbe,

Santosh Srirange, Madan Sen,
Ramesh Srivastava, Raja
Banjare, Amol Das, Udho Jangel,
BP Tiwari, Komal Lodhi,
Ramavatar Verma, Maniklal
Sahu, Bhikham Rajput, JP
Ghangorkar, Anita Verma,
Pramila Dubey, Dhaneshwari
Sahu, Vijay Shukla, Nagendra
Mishra, Raj Kumar Sao, Kawal
Sahu, Arjun Sahu, Kanta Yadav,
Pradeep Gupta, Sunny Yadav,
Piyush Mishra, Parag Singh,
Lakshmi Sahu, Chandan Yadav,
Raj Mani Dubey, Kanwal Pal and
other BJP activists. 

Bhasin conducts meeting to prepare
strategy for ‘Jail Bharo’ agitation

Shri Ram Janmotsav Samiti extends support to BJP's agitation 
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CAIT supports govt’s wheat export ban decision 
Central Chronicle News

Raipur, May 14: CAIT
National Vice
President Amar
Parwani, chairman
Mangelal Maloo, Amar
Gidwani, State
President Jitendra
Doshi, States Working
President Vikram
Singh Deo, Parmanand
Jain, Vashu Makhija,
State General
Secretary, Suriender
Singh, State Working
General Secretary
Bharat Jain, State
Treasurer Ajay
Agrawal and state
media incharge Sanjay
Choubey informed the
Confederation of All
India Traders (CAIT)
has supported the deci-

sion of the
Government to ban ex-
ports of wheat by say-
ing that in the wake of
the current situation,
the ban is a welcome
move in order to meet
the concerns of the
Government to keep
stocks for domestic
consumption at the
first point. This step
was necessary to pro-
tect the food security in
India-said the CAIT.

CAIT National Vice
President Mr. Amar
Parwani  and State
President  Mr. Jitendra
Doshi  while welcom-
ing the decision said
that the unscheduled
and sudden but exten-
sive heat wave in the
country has caused

substantial loss for
wheat production.
There is a shortage of
wheat at the global
level and war between
Russia and Ukraine is
one prime factor for
that. India is a land of
huge marginal income
people and availability
of “ Roti, Kapda &
Makaan” is the first
priority of the
Government. In order
to ensure that the
country does not face
any shortage of wheat,
it looks that the
Government has taken
this decision-said the
trade leaders.

Mr. Parwani  and Mr.
Doshi  said that   India
is the second largest
producer of the Wheat

all over the World, after
China. About 30 million
hectare of land is used
for wheat production. It
is expected that this
year the production
would be around 125
million metric ton. The
domestic consumption
of wheat stands at 105
million metric tonne.
However, preventive
steps are necessary to
avoid shortage of wheat
in India and therefore
the decision of the
Government is appreci-
ated. Apparently, there
seems to be no adverse
impact  of this ban on
farmers and traders but
it need at least 48 hours
to understand the im-
pact of ban on the mar-
ket.

UCO Bank Q4 net jumps over 3-fold
to Rs 312 cr as bad loans fall

Raipur, May 14: State-
owned UCO Bank  posted an
over three-fold jump in net
profit at Rs 312.18 crore for
the quarter ended March
2022 as a fall in bad loans
lowered the provisioning re-
quirement. The lender had
posted a net profit of Rs 80
crore in the corresponding
quarter a year ago. Total in-
come during the fourth
quarter of 2021-22 was, how-
ever, down at Rs 4,362 crore,
as against Rs 4,637 crore in
the year-ago period, UCO
Bank said in a regulatory fil-
ing. For the full fiscal FY22,
the bank’s net profit grew
more than five times to Rs
930 crore from Rs 167 crore
in FY21. Total income dur-
ing the year was at Rs 18,082
crore, up from Rs 17,870

crore in the preceding fiscal.
The lender brought down

its bad assets portion signifi-
cantly as the gross non-per-
forming assets (NPAs) came
in at 7.89 per cent by end of
March 2022, as against 9.59
per cent by end of March
2021. Value-wise, the gross
NPAs fell to Rs 10,237 crore
from Rs 11,352 crore.
Similarly, the net NPAs were

down at 2.70 per cent (Rs
3,316 crore) from 3.94 per
cent (Rs 4,390 crore).

Thus, the provisioning for
tax and other contingencies
also fell to Rs 466 crore in Q4
FY22 from Rs 982 crore earli-
er. Besides, the Kolkata-
headquartered lender said it
is holding Rs 4,707.36 crore
provisions (including tech-
nical write-offs) — 100 per
cent of the requirement for
accounts covered under the
Insolvency and Bankruptcy
Code (IBC). On prudential
framework of resolution of
stressed assets, the bank
holds additional provision
of Rs 702.32 crore in nine ac-
counts, it added. Stock of
UCO Bank ended 3.98 per
cent higher at Rs 11.49
apiece on BSE.

Agriculture Minister Choubey inaugurates C-Mart 

Raipur, May 14:
Agriculture and Water
Resources Minister
Ravindra Choubey inaugu-
rated the C-Mart at
Bemetara district head-
quarters  by offering flow-
ers to the idol of Goddess
Lakshmi and offering
prayers. Minister Choubey
congratulated and greeted
the people of Bemetara
district, especially the
members of self-help
groups, on this occasion.

He said that as per the
intention of Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel,
C-marts are being opened
in the district headquar-

ters in the first phase for
marketing the products of
women groups, so that
high quality of clusters
can be made available to
the people at reasonable
prices. Now the products
being prepared by
women’s groups in the
state and district will be
available for sale in C-
Mart. After launching the

C-Mart, Minister Choubey
inspected the products of
women’s groups for dis-
play and sale there. After
this, she tasted the
Chhattisgarhi dishes
Chila, Phrra, and other
dishes prepared in
Gadkaleva operated by the
Ekta Women Self-Help
Group Charbhata,
Bemetara and appreciated
it and congratulated the
women of the Self-Help
Group. On this occasion
Parliamentary Secretary
and MLA, Nawagarh,
Gurudayal Singh Banjare,
MLA Bemetra, Ashish
Chhabra, Collector,
Bemetara, Vilas Bhoskar,
Sandipan, Superintendent
of Police, Dhamendra
Singh, District Panchayat
CEO, Mrs Leena Mandavi,

Municipality President
Bemetara Mrs Shakuntala
Mangat Sahu, Sub-
Divisional Officer
Officers/employees includ-
ing Revenue Durgesh
Kumar Verma, Chief
Municipal Officer,
Bemetara Hori Singh
Thakur were present. It is
worth mentioning that C-
Mart stores are being start-
ed all over the state to pro-
vide organized market to
women self-help groups for
their handmade products
in Gauthans set up in rural
areas. This will help in
making women groups fi-
nancially capable. Various
types of herbal soaps, pick-
les, spices, murrah, dona-
pattal, cashew, different
types of sherbet, dairy
products of Devbhog,

herbal tea from Korea,
lemon grass tea, made
from different oils, made
by women groups wil be
available in C-mart store.
Dishwasher, Toilet Floor
Cleaner, Mushroom
Powder, Honey, Oil-Jaggery,
Desi Chana, Red Rice Poha
and other local food items
will also be available here.
Apart from this, forest
products like herbal prod-
ucts tamarind, harra, ba-
hera, amla, honey are
being sold. Handloom pots
and other attractive cotton
clothes can also be bought
from C-Mart. Apart from
this, handicrafts and hand-
loom products made from
the fiber of banana stem
produced in village Rakhi
of Bemetara district will
also be sold.

Singhdeo for implementation
of NYAY scheme across country

Raipur, May 14:
Chhattisgarh Minister TS
Singhdeo on Saturday said
that Rajiv Gandhi Kisan
NYAY scheme for farmers
would be introduced at na-
tional level as it ensures
best Minimum Support
Price for paddy to the
farmers and added that
Rajiv Gandhi Landless

Farmers NYAY scheme
should also be implement-
ed at national level.

Singhdeo made the
above statement while
presenting the draft reso-
lution on agriculture at
the Nav-Sankalp Shivir of
Congress being underway
at Udaipur in Rajasthan.

He also alleged that
Centre has adopted indif-
ferent towards
Chhattisgarh on paddy
procurement issue.

It is notable that
Singhdeo in the Congress
Committee on
Agriculture and had been
working on key issues re-
lated with agriculture re-
forms and welfare of
farmers

Raipur, May 14: School
Education Minister Dr
Premsai  Singh Tekam today
declared the results of High
School and Higher
Secondary Main
Examinations for the year
2022 organized by the
Chhattisgarh Board of
Secondary Education. In
high school class 10th Suman
Patel of Raigarh and Sonali
Bala of Kanker have topped
the merit list by securing
98.67 per cent marks. A total
of 71 students have secured
place in the top 10 list of class
10th. Similarly, Kunti Sao of
Raigarh has secured the first
position by securing 98.20

percent marks in the Higher
Secondary class 12th. As
many as 22 students have
been successful in getting a
place in the list of top 10.
Students of Raigarh district
have achieved unprecedented
success by performing excel-
lently. In this year’s results,
the girls of Raigarh district
have secured first place in

the merit list of both class
10th and 12th examinations.
In Raigarh district, a total of
21 students including 17 in
class 10 and 4 in class 12 have
made it to the merit list.

Raigarh’s Suman Patel and Kanker’s
Sonali Bala top in high school

Kunti Sao Suman Patel Sonali Bala

Kunti Sao of Raigarh too on top
in Higher Secondary 

CM congratulates all 
students passing 10th,

12th board exams
RRaaiippuurr,,  MMaayy  1144::  Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel has congratu-
lated all the successful stu-
dents in the 10th and 12th
class board examinations con-
ducted by the Chhattisgarh
Board of Secondary
Education. He also congratu-
lated the parents of successful
students.  While wishing the
students for their bright
future, the Chief Minister
said that Suman Patel, Ms.
Sonali Bala have topped in
class X and Ms. Kunti Sao in
class XII. Children who have
not got the expected results,
should learn further and work
hard, the Chief Minister said,
adding that failure is the
stepping stone to success.
Keeping this in mind, they
should not get discouraged
and study hard again and
achieve success, he added.

RRaaiippuurr,,  MMaayy  1144::  Governor Ms
Anusuiya Uikey has extended
heartfelt congratulations and
best wishes to all the students
who got success in class 10th
and 12th board results
released today by
Chhattisgarh Board of
Secondary Education. The
Governor said that the stu-
dents crossed an important
stage of life, with their hard
work and dedication. While
wishing for a bright future for

all the students, she said that
they should continue to move
forward in the same way in
future and bring laurels to
their families, state and coun-
try. According to Governor
behind the success of the stu-
dents, their teachers and par-
ents also play an important
role.  Students who have failed
should not be disappointed
and should strive for success,
they will definitely get suc-
cess, she said.

Governor congratulates students who
passed 10th, 12th board examsRaipur’s Versha

wants to pursue
career in agriculture

V e r s h a
Dewangan of
Raipur has
secured 10th
rank in merit
list of Class

12th board examination.
She got 94.20% marks. Her
father Jamvant works as a
computer operator in a pri-
vate agency. Versha is the
only student in Raipur who
has secured position in
merit list. Varsha, a student
of Mathematics wants to
pursue career in agricul-
ture.

Shriya wants to be IAS
S h r i y a

Pandey, a
resident of
D h a m t a r i ,
who has
secured sixth

rank in the top ten of class
XII, says that she will pre-
pare for UPSC after gradu-
ating from a university in
Bilaspur and her goal is to
become an IAS. In class
12th commerce, Shriya
Pandey has secured the
sixth position in the top ten
list of the state with 475
marks and 95 percent. Her
father Alok Pandey is a
Bhagwat storyteller while
mother Gayatri Pandey is a
housewife. Her brother
Abhishek Pandey is study-
ing in class X and elder sis-
ter Varsha Pandey is a stu-
dent of BBA. She likes to
listen to the song. She used
to study for 5 to 6 hours
everyday.  She has given
the credit of her achieve-
ment to her parents, family,
school and coaching
teacher.

Khushank Devangan
wants to become a CA

Khushank
Devangan, a
resident of
B h a k h a r a
S u p e l a ,
D h a m t a r i ,

who secured tenth rank in
the toptan of class XII,
says that he wants to
study further and become
a CA. In class 12th com-
merce, Khushank
Devangan has secured
10th position in the top ten
list of the state with 471
marks and 94.20 percent.
His father Omprakash
Devangan runs his own
business while mother
Kalyani Devangan is a
housewife. He likes to play
cricket, volleyball. He
used to study for 3 hours
everyday.  Khushank said
that he did not resort to
coaching for studies. He
has given the credit of his
achievement to his par-
ents, family and school
teacher.

Renuka wants to
become IAS, ranks third
in the state in class XII

R e n u k a
Chandra of
S a n s k a r
S c h o o l ,
J a j a i p u r ,
Janjgir, has

secured third position in
the 12th examination with
95.80 marks.  Renuka’s
father is a assistant teacher
(science) in Khemlal
Chandra Government
School.  Renuka has
secured first position in the
district and third in the top
ten in the state. Renuka
told that she wants to
become an IAS student of
Biology.  She says that she
studies 6 to 7 hours a day.
She has also taken tuitions.
According to her success
can be achieved through
hard work and dedication.
She gave credit of her suc-
cess to her parents and
teachers. She said that dur-
ing the Corona period,
there was no study for two
years, after that the exami-
nation was held in a long
interval, so she had to prac-
tice writing.

Aman wants to become aeronautical engineer
Aman of Aryavart Higher Secondary School, Patan, Durg district, who is ranked in
top-10 of Class 12th examination  wants to grow in the field of Aeronauticals. Aman
Kashyap, a resident of Changori, Patan, secured 471 marks in the 12th board exam-
ination from the Physics-Chemistry-Maths (PCM) faculty and stood 10th in the
state with 94.20 per cent.  Aman’s father Mahendra Kashyap is a farmer and his
mother Anita Kashyap is a housewife and younger sister Anjani Kashyap wants to

grow in the field of law. Aman told that he used to study for five to six hours every day.

Raipur, May 14: Unnat
Bharat Abhiyan (UBA)
team of National Institute
of Technology (NIT)
Raipur recently carried
out an inspection visit to
the newly joined partici-
pating institutes (PI’s) in
Khairagarh district. The
inspection visit was done
on the instructions of
Director Prof. AM Rawani,
NIT Raipur. The inspec-
tion team includes
Regional coordinator Dr.
Sudhakar Pandey with Dr.
Jagadish, RCI-UBA
Member & Sachin
Kotwani, UBA Staff.

The team visited the
Government Polytechnic
College, Khairagarh and
interacted  with Dr.
Varsha Pandya Chaurasia,
Principal and Seema
Dilliwar, UBA coordinator.
The team recognized that,
PI team initiated the ini-
tial UBA activities in their

adopted villages and iden-
tified few issues like Water
Management, Irrigation,
lack of transportation and
awareness about state as
well as central govern-
ment schemas etc. In con-
tinuation, UBA team visit-
ed Indira Kala Sangit
V i s h w a v i d y a l a y a
Khairagarh and advised
them for various UBA ac-
tivities.

During the inspection
visit, UBA team suggested
about the formation of
plan of action regarding
implantation of UBA ac-
tivities in their adopted
villages. Also, suggested to
interact and consult with
other funding agencies
like Central and State
Govt. Organization for bet-
terment of adopted vil-
lages. At the end, the UBA
team motivated the PI and
gave assurance to provide
the support in future.

UBA team visits participating
institutes in Khairagarh

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, May 14: The
112th Conference of All
India Mayor’s Council was
organized at Pramila
Auditorium of Kanpur
Municipal Corporation.
Secretary of All India
Mayors Association and
RMC Mayor Aiyaz Dhebar

has also reached Kanpur
to attend this conference.
Local Mayor Pramila

Pandey and Mayor’s
Association President
Naveen Jain gave a warm

welcome to RMC Mayor
Aiyaz Dhebar by present-
ing a bouquet and a me-
mento. More than 35
Mayors from various parts
of the country were pres-
ent in which the discus-
sions were held on various
apsects of development 
of city.

The issue of urban de-
velopment and water con-
servation will be also dis-
cussed prominently in this
conference. All the Mayors
of the state will come on
one platform and brain-
storm in detail for two
days on the issues of fu-
ture India construction
and other development.

Aiyaz Dhebar to attend Mayor’s
Council  conference in Kanpur

Issue of urban
development and
water conservation
were discussed
prominently in this
conference

C-Mart started on
the lines of Super
Bazar

RRaaiippuurr,,  MMaayy  1144:: At the Self-
Reliant India Conference held in
New Delhi, the Labour
Department was awarded a cita-
tion for running several welfare
schemes for the workers. Mr.
Khalkho spoke about the welfare
schemes being carried out in
Chhattisgarh in the Self-Reliant
India Conference. Along with this,
he also shared his experiences
regarding the plans of
Chhattisgarh in future. The Self-
reliant India Conference was
organized in New Delhi, in which
the Secretary to the Government
of India, U.P. Singh, Additional
Secretary to the Central
Government,  Sanjay Jaju, Joint
Secretary, B. Purusharth, CEO Mr.
Dr. Abhishek Singh, N.I.C. Mrs.
Neeta Verma, Director General,
ELETs Group, CEO, Dr. Ravi Gupta
and Senior administrative officers

from many
states across the
country partici-
pated. Mr
K h a l k h o
informed that
many important
works are being

done by the Chhattisgarh govern-
ment for the labourers communi-
ty, in which the workers of both
organized and unorganized sec-
tors can register themselves in
the portal with the required mini-
mum documents. Integrated
labour registration system has
been implemented for these. PDS
Worker registration was done
using database. Most of the serv-
ices of Labour Department are
covered under Public Service Act
and are provided within a stipulat-
ed time. The process of migrant
labour registration has been sim-

plified by the department. Earlier
it was being done offline but now
it has also been done online.
Labour Resource Centers have
been opened in 148 blocks.
Awareness is being brought
among workers about maternity
benefits and social schemes and
its benefits. Women migrant
workers are being helped to make
them aware of their rights. ‘Shram
Mitra Scheme’ and Educational
Scholarship Scheme have been
started to provide proper formal
education to the children. Help is
being provided through the
helpline to provide information to
the workers about their legal
rights and protections. Mayank
Thakur, on behalf of the organiz-
ing committee organized by the
ELETs group, met Secretary,
Labour Department, Mr. Amrit
Khalkho and gave the citation.

Labour Department gets  award for public welfare
schemes in self-reliant India conference
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Raipur, May 14: School of
Engineering & IT, MATS
University inaugurated
the post Covid-19 a three
Day Annual Techno –
Cultural Festival Aaghaaz-
2022 on May 10, with great
enthusiasm. Aaghaaz-2022
presented a virtuoso of
staggering proportions.
The fest and fete com-
prised of various techni-
cal events, creative compe-
titions and talent oriented
cultural performances.

Dr A K Tripathi, Dean,
Dairy Science of Food &
Technology Raipur, (CG)

was the Chief Guest for
the concluding Price
Distribution ceremony.
The technical fest started
with the welcome note by
Dr. K P Yadav, Vice-chan-
cellor of MATS University.
He emphasized the impor-
tance of achievement of
the organizational skills
through participation in
these activities. It was fol-
lowed by a lamp lighting
ceremony by the honoured
dignitaries and an inspira-
tional speech which moti-
vated the students to par-
ticipate in co-curricular

activities for their overall
development. Dr.Brijesh
Patel, Principal MSEIT
and Convener, Aaghaaz-
2022 informed and gave
the insights of various
events to be held during
the three days fest. Along
with him Mr. Prabhat
Mishra and Mr. Niladri
Sarkar were the co-con-
vener of the tech fest.

Gajraj Pagariya ,
Chancellor , MATS
University and  Priyesh
Pagariya, Director
General, MATS University
motivated all the students

for participating in  vari-
ous events the three-days
event. During this tech-
fest batch-wise competi-
tions were held for
Technical, Literary, Hobby
and Cultural Events in
which students participat-
ed enthusiastically. The
events which will took
place on these three days
of the fest were Zero gravi-
ty, Code fiesta, Safe land-
ing, three legged race, Tug-
of-war, BGMI, The
P h o t o g r a p h y / Vi d e o
Making Challenge, Box
cricket, Water rocket chal-
lenge, treasure hunt,
Roadies, Voice of
MATS/Rap Battle, Step-up
dance and Fashion Show
followed by DJ eve.

Gokulananda Panda,
Registrar MATS
University congratulated
the students, participants,
winners of various events
and the organizers for the
successful conduct of this
Techno-Cultural fete and
fest. The technical fest
ended with national an-
them as a mark of respect
to both society and nation.

Raipur, May 14: Led by O
P Sharma, President of
Chhattisgarh Pradesh
Swasth Karmachari Sangh
(CPSKS) a delegation of
health staff met Dr Shipra
Sharma, Superintendent
DKS Hospital and handed
her a memorandum in sup-
port of their demands. The
memorandum mentioned
about benefit of time-
bound pay scale not passed
on to the nursing staff,
make regular appoint-
ments against daily wage
staff, nursing staff hired
through outsourcing and
Class III and IV staff. It also

mentioned that regular ap-
pointment may be made
against all the vacant posts
in the health department
and issue pay slips every
month to the staff, ade-
quate parking space for
health staff and compulso-
ry off-day once in a week to
the security staff. Dr
Sharma informed that

process of time-bound pay-
scale has been initiated
and will soon be imple-
mented. In connection
with regular/contract em-
ployees in DKS letter has
been sent to the adminis-
tration and contractor will
be asked for off-day to the
security staff under his
control, Dr Sharma added.

CPSKS extended gratitude
towards Dr Sharma for a
patient hearing to their de-
mands and assuring for an
amicable solution. The del-
egation comprised of
deputy state president
Ashwani Gurdekar, state
coordinator Nursing Cell
Vibha Sahay, Praveen Sahu
and others.

Raipur, May 13: Today on
the occasion of the birth
anniversary of Florence
Nightingale, International
Nurses Day is celebrated
at SRU, under the chair-
manship of Shri
Ravishankarji Maharaj,
the Chancellor of the
University and the
Chairman of the Shri
Rawatpura Sarkar Lok
Kalyan Trust.

In his address, the
Registrar of the varsity,
Dr. Pratap Singh asserted
that today is celebration
was organized with the
aim of giving a voice to the
nurses, to lead nursing as
a social service and re-
spect the rights to secure
global health.

Defining the importance
of the service he said,
“Nursing binds human so-
ciety with a bond of care
and affection as well as
acts as the bridge between
caring, touching stories
and challenges. The scope
of nursing is not limited
only to the hospital, but a

nurse contributes the
most in saving human life
all over the world.”

Sharing his views, the
Vice Chancellor of the var-
sity, Prof. S.K. Singh said,
that “Nursing is a profes-

sion in which service is
important and if we talk
about the service, where
the spirit of these golden
words as Faith,
Obeisance, Believe,
Endeavor and Effort is too

important for those who
are engaged in this pro-
fession.” Because we all
know that in the last two
years, we have under-
stood the importance of
front line workers in
which one of them were
Nurses, who serve our so-
ciety internationally, that
was commendable and
appreciated them for
working in a profession
where the level of human-
ity is at the top level with-
out any bias.

Sharing his experience
regarding the nursing,
Shri Ravishankar
Maharaj asserted that
“the day is a huge service
day, because nursing is
that profession who expel
us from trauma and tur-
bulence. The effect of
medicines is different,
but nursing teaches us
how the medicines are to
be taken, from what time
they are to be taken recov-
er soon.”

While blessing the gen-
try in attendance, as the

Chief Guest, Prof. Neetu
Tripathi, Nodal Officer of
State Nursing
Registration Council
(SNRC) and Nodal Officer
of Chhattisgarh Vyapam,
expressed the importance
of nursing to commemo-
rate Florence Nightingale
“the Lady with the
Lamp”, a symbol of re-
markable social reformer
by giving services during
the Cremia War and sent
a message to the society
by her way of service,
with its she influence all
of us and hope that we
continue it for all time.

Pro Chancellor of Shri
Rawatpura Sarkar
University Dr J.K
Upadhyay congratulated
the Vice Chancellor, Prof.
S.K Singh and the
Registrar of the
University, Dr. Pratap
Singh, along with all the
academic and non-aca-
demic staff for organiz-
ing the event regarding
the fruitful services pro-
vided by the Nurses.

Raipur, May 14: OBC
Mahasabha state unit has
submitted memoradum to
all district and tehsil head-
quarters in support of
their eight point demand
under the guidance of state
president Radhe Shyam
Sahu. Divisional President
Hemant Kumar Sahu said,
even after 50% OBC popu-
lation in state they are de-

prived of benefits due to of-
ficials occupying impor-
tant positions in the ad-
ministration. He alleged
that in all the aspects of life
OBC category suffers the
most and wide discrimina-
tion is made among OBC
category and other catego-
ry population. Hemant de-
manded that action should
be taken against officials in
RSU who purposefully dis-
criminated with OBC em-
ployees in both appoint-
ment and promotions.

They demanded to regu-
larise the services of OBC
staff in different depart-
ments and corporations.
Further guest lecturers
working in Government
ITIs may be allowed to
serve till 65 years of age.
While submitting memo-
randum in Raipur district
along with Divisional
President Hemant Sahu,
Mahila Morcha GS Kiran
Dewangan and other office
bearers of OBC Maha
Sabha were present.

School of Engineering & IT, MATS University
inaugurates Cultural Festival Aaghaaz-2022

CPSKS submits memo to Supdt DKS Hospital
p In support of

demands 

OBC Mahasabha demands action against RSU 
officials for discrimination with OBC staff

Raipur, May 14: Led by
Aman Yadav five member
team from Chhattisgarh
is in Kerala to learn differ-
ent art form of
‘Kalaripayattu Sports’.
After receiving vigorous
training team will return
to Raipur on Tuesday. The
team members comprised
of Kaniska Shreevas,
Devika Patel, Vaibhav Sai
and Palak Sahu. Out of

these players Kaniska
Shreevas of Raipur will
be representing the state

in Youth Khelo India
Game to be played in
Panchkula Haryana dur-

ing the second week of
June. She will be repre-
senting the state in
Kalaripayattu Sports’
which is one of the event
of Youth Khelo India
Game. It needs to be
mentioned here,
Kalaripayattu is an
Indian Martial Art that
originated in modern day
Kerala with a history
spanning over 3000 years.

Five member state team undergo ‘Kalaripayattu’ training 

International Nurses Day organized at SRS University

p In appointments and
promotion

Raipur, May 14 (PTI): 

The AgustaWestland heli-
copter of the Chhattisgarh
government that crashed on
Thursday night at the
Raipur airport killing two
pilots onboard had suffered
technical problems in the
past, an official said.

The twin-engine ‘AW 109
power elite’ helicopter, used
to ferry VIPs including the
chief minister and minis-
ters, was also embroiled in
controversy after the then
BJP government faced alle-
gations of corruption in its
procurement in 2007.

Notably, the state govern-
ment had hired a private
chopper for Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel when he
recently visited several dis-
tricts as part of a public in-

teraction campaign.
The AgustaWestland

chopper crashed at Swami
Vivekanand Airport here
around 9.10 pm on
Thursday when the state
government’s senior pilot
Captain Gopal Krishna
Panda was on a night prac-
tice sortie with examiner of
the Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA)
Captain AP Shrivastava
who had arrived from Delhi.
Both Panda and
Shrivastava were killed in
the crash.

“The chopper’s left en-
gine was overhauled once
and then it had to be re-
placed after it stopped func-
tioning properly. Besides, its
right engine was also over-
hauled twice, the last time
in 2017,” a state government

official said on Friday.
In February 2018, the

same chopper, ferrying then
chief minister Raman
Singh, had made a precau-
tionary landing within a
few minutes of take-off
from the Raipur police lines
helipad after a technical
snag was detected, he said.

Earlier, in 2016, when
Singh was flying to the state
capital from Sukma district,
the chopper experienced a
sudden jolt and loss of
height in mid-air due to a
technical snag, the official
said.

“Similarly, in May 2016,
the same chopper, carrying
then state minister
Brijmohan Agrawal, had to
make precautionary land-
ing after an engine snag was
found,” he added.

After the crash, a govern-
ment press note said here
that initial indications sug-
gested technical malfunc-
tion as the cause, and a de-
tailed technical investiga-
tion by the DGCA and the
state government shall be
undertaken to ascertain the
exact reason.

A DGCA team has ar-
rived to conduct a probe, a
senior police official said,
adding that the tail rotor of
the chopper seemed to have
malfunctioned, causing the
crash.

According to an eyewit-
ness, the chopper, flying at a
low height, suddenly fell
down and turned into
wreckage.

“I was outside the airport
and was talking to my fami-
ly on video call. It was night

time and only the light
beaming from the chopper
was visible. I was showing it
to my family on video call.
Suddenly the chopper start-
ed coming down rapidly.
Before I could realize what
was happening, it crashed
to the ground. It did not
catch fire, said Suman
Tiwari, who works as an en-
gineer for a private contrac-
tor engaged for civil con-
struction at the airport.

Captain Panda (58), a for-
mer Air Force Wing
Commander, had acquired a
commercial pilot license in
2005.

He had a vast flying expe-
rience of about 9000 hours
and served as a flight train-
er/instructor with the
DGCA and also as chief
pilot for the Tamil Nadu

government before entering
the service of the
Chhattisgarh government
in 2011 as a senior pilot, a
state aviation department
official said.

“Panda had negotiated
extreme flying challenges in
the past. In one such inci-
dent when then CM Raman
Singh was returning from
Sukma in 2016, the chopper
experienced a technical
snag in the auto-pilot sys-
tem causing it to plunge
about 100 feet. But Panda,
who was in the flying seat,
managed to control the situ-
ation,” he said.

The chopper was pro-
cured at a cost of USD 6.57
million (Rs 26.58 crore) in
2007 by the then BJP gov-
ernment from a Hong
Kong-based company

which was an authorized
dealer of the Italian firm
AgustaWestland.

In July 2007, the
Chhattisgarh government’s
helicopter ‘Maina’ had
crashed on a forested hill
along the border with
Maharashtra, killing four
persons onboard including
two pilots.

A Comptroller and
Auditor General (CAG) re-
port had said that failure of
the state aviation depart-
ment to finalise the first
offer for purchase of the
AgustaWestland chopper
within the due date and its
subsequent procurement at
a higher rate led to an extra
expenditure of Rs 65 lakh.

Citing the CAG’s find-
ings, opposition Congress
in 2016 alleged that the

Raman Singh government
ignored all norms to favour
AgustaWestland. The BJP
rejected the charge as “po-
litically motivated and
baseless”.

Captain Shrivastava was
a native of Delhi and his
family members reached
Raipur this morning to
take possession of his mor-
tal remains. The body was
sent to the national capital
by air, Raipur Senior
Superintendent of Police
Prashant Agrawal said.

Captain Panda, who
hailed from Sambalpur dis-
trict in neighbouring
Odisha, had a house in
Raipur. His final rites will
be performed at Devendra
Nagar crematorium here
in the evening, Agrawal
said.

‘Chopper had faced technical glitches earlier’

Bilaspur, May 14: The po-
etry collection from
Chhattisgarhi Patriotic
Poetry Competition, or-
ganized on the stage of
‘Paridrishya’ in the
Political Science
Department of Guru
Ghasidas University, was
released on Wednesday.
The Chief Guest of this
program was Professor
B.N. Tiwari, Professor
Nilambari Dave, Head,
Department of Home
Science, Saurashtra
University, and Dr.
Praveen Kumar Mishra,
Dean, Faculty of Social
Sciences the program was
inaugurated with offering

of flowers and lighting the
lamp before the photo of
Goddess Saraswati.

As a result of the guid-
ance and inspiration of
the Vice-Chancellor of the
University, Professor Alok
Kumar Chakrawal, it was
possible to organize this

program. The communica-
tion of his positive energy
is felt in the university
campus and on behalf of
all the students and the de-
partment; a pledge has
been taken to have his vi-
sion realized successfully.
In the sequence of the

program, first of all the
guests were welcomed
with bouquets and the
welcome address was
given by Dr. Santvana
Pandey, after which stu-
dent Chitra Lata Singh
gave detailed information
about the various activi-
ties organized on the
stage of ‘Paridrishya’ and
told the objectives of the
scenario. On this occa-
sion, student Kunal Sahu
gave detailed information
regarding Chhattisgarhi
Patriotic Poetry
Competition. After this,
a collection of self-com-
posed Chhattisgarhi
Poetry was launched.

Ch’garhi patriotic poetry collection released at CU
Raipur, May 14:
Chhattisgarh Government’s
Suraaji Gaon Yojana is cre-
ating a wide array of oppor-
tunities for economic em-
powerment in rural areas of
the state. Members of
Women Self-Help Groups in
Vrindavan Gauthan of vil-
lage Anjora, Rajnandgaon
district have also turned
their dream of economic
empowerment and self-re-
liance through this scheme.
Now, with the transforma-
tion of Vrindavan Gauthan
into a rural industrial park
spread over 26 acres of land,
the efforts of women self-
help groups have further
gained momentum. A liveli-
hood work shed has been

constructed for women
there. Efforts like these
have made the women of
the village financially inde-
pendent. They are now con-
fidently supporting their
families from the profits
earned from production of
Chhattisgarhi dishes, puja
items, mushrooms etc.

With the help of district
administration, this women
self-help group has signed a
contract with Ganesh Gulal
Private Limited and has
started manufacturing
Gulal, Chandan, Kumkum,
Agarbatti on a large scale.
Here at Vrindavan Rural
Industrial Park, women of

the group are making
Chhattisgarhi dishes such
as Cheela, Bhajiya, Fara,
Bada, Mungoda on order.
Kitchen here has been
adorned with artifacts re-
flecting Chhattisgarhi cul-
ture. They serve Kulhad tea
and cold water from an
earthen thermos to the visi-
tors. They do manufactur-
ing and packaging of
Gopichandan and incense
sticks for puja.

Lokeshwari Nirmalkar, a
member of the group, told
that working at the
Gauthan turned Rural
Industrial Park here has
significantly improved the
financial condition of her
family.

Vrindavan Gauthan transformed into a Rural Industrial Park
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Pandaria, May 14: The
flow in the biggest 'Haaf
River' passing through
Pandaria city has almost
come to a standstill as on
Thursday and water can
be seen only in small
patches now and which
are expected to get dried-
off in coming days. In last
two years this 'Haaf River'
had not dried during the
Corona pandemic, but this
year it has dried-up.

The flow in this river is
now almost in drying-up
stage and it may pose
problems to the villagers
residing nearby the banks
of this river. This river
flows from Pandaria to
Pandripani, to 'Maikal
range' of Daldali of
Bodala block and it passes
from Mungeli to Bemetara

and ends up in Sheonath
River in Nandghat. The
length of this river is 35
kms and it is the longest
and largest river in the
district.

Earlier it was

'Sadavahini' river

About ten years back,
this river used to be

known as and flow as
'Sadavahini' river and
there used to be full flow
throughout the  year. But
unfortunately in just 6-7
years the water in this
river has started drying
up due to rise in mercury
every year and less rain-
fall in the region.

But what is surprising

here is that during two
years of Corona pandem-
ic, this river has not dried-
up and it used to flow with
full water in it. But soon
after corona pandemic,
the people of the region
and nearby areas started
over-exploitation of si-
phoning of water from
this river and due to

which it got dried-up just
in the first fortnight of
May itself. Now the need
for good rainfall in the re-
gion only can revive this
'Haaf River'.
Need for conservation
Being the largest and

biggest river i the region,
'Haaf river' has its own
importance. There are
about more 100 villages
which are purely depend-
ent upon this river as
main source of water sup-
ply and they earn their
livelihood through this.

The people of the re-
gion earn livelihood by
taking vegetables and
other means of farming
and which now is getting
affected due to fast reduc-
ing water level and in-
creasing consumption
and unwanted use of
water.

Family loses goods worth Rs 12 lakh

Central Chronicle News

Anwari, May 14: Due to
short-circuit in the main
electrical line going from
one pole to another from
the house of Kailash Ram
Sahu that fire broke out in
his house on the night of
May 11 at 8:00 pm in Gram
Joratarai under Bhakhara

Thana and due to which
he suffered loss worth Rs
12 lakhs.

In this fire, Kailash lost
cash worth Rs 3 lakh and
other items including gold
and silver and other
household goods worth Rs
9 lakh. In this he lost
mark-sheets of his son
and other important docu-

ments as well and a com-
plaint in this regard has
been made at Bhakara
Thana.

In this context
Tehsildar Bhakhara
Thana Hanumant Shyam
came for investigation and
took stock of the situation
and with help of the vil-
lagers, made arrange-
ments for lodging and
boarding of the family
members. Since the fami-
ly lost all its clothes,
Tehsildar called a shop-
keeper and made arrange-
ments for clothes for en-
tire family.

Kailash Ram Sahu said
that Rs 12 lakh is a very
big amount for them and
their entire assets and
goods have been gutted in
fire and in view of this
have raised demand for
proper compensation
from the state government
and local administration.

Deputy Commissioner
inspects Tehsil Office Konta

Central Chronicle News

Konta, May 14: Deputy
commissioner of Bastar
division, Mrs. Madhuri
Som and B.S. Sidar con-
ducted surprise inspec-
tion of revenue offices
in Konta block of
Sukma district. During
the inspection of Konta
Tehsil Office, Mrs
Madhuri Som instruct-
ed the Tehsildar to keep
the record keeping work
in a planned manner.

Instructions were also
given for timely disposal
of all types of revenue
records, revenue cases
and RBC 6-4 cases.
Along with this, instruc-
tions were given to main-
tain cleanliness around
the campus and use the
vacant land as a garden.
After this, she also in-
spected the Janpad
Panchayat office, Konta.
Tehsildar Devendra
Sirmour, CEO Janpad
Panchayat Kailash
Kashyap and other offi-

cers and employees were
present on this occasion.

St. XHS celebrates the mesmerizing 
closing ceremony of the summer camp

Central Chronicle News

Mungeli, May14: St.
Xavier's High School(XHS)
stage, Mungeli witnessed a
vibrant performance of a
variety of activities on the
closing day of summer
camp on Friday May 13,
'22. Almost 150 students
from different schools par-
ticipated in the summer
camp that commenced on
29th April 2022.

The main purpose and
the focus of the summer
camp was to enhance the
different skill that is envis-
aged in NEP-2020 that is fo-
cused on the 21st-century
skills, such as leadership
development, social skill,
decision-making skill,
communication skill,
team building skill, self-
confidence building skill,
public speaking skill, logi-
cal thinking skill, connect-
ed with the nature, self-de-

fense skill, health, and hy-
giene etc were focused and
promoted during this sum-
mer camp.

The summer camp in-
cluded a bunch of activi-
ties such as dance, music,
karate, skating, handwrit-
ing, drawing, painting, pot
making, etc. It t also in-
cluded soft skills:- spoken
English, abacus, science
subject experiment activi-
ties, personality develop-
ment, handwriting, fun
game, etc.

On the closing day of
the summer camp Mrs.
Sadhana Singh, DSP
graced the celebration and
motivated the students to
become good citizens of
the country. She shared
her life experience and in-
spired the gathering to
join the police department
to implement a safe and se-
cure environment in a tur-
bulent society.

The participants of the
camp presented mesmeriz-
ing cultural activities that
they learned during the
camp. The participants
showcased heart-throb-
bing songs foot-tapping
dances, heart-shivering
skating, and karate. An ex-
hibition of drawings, fab-
ric paintings, bottle paint-
ings, and glass paintings
that were learned during

the camp was displayed to
the audience and parents.
It also included exhibi-
tions of

different decorative
posts that are learned by
students during pot-mak-
ing classes. The chief
guest accorded the effort of
the school, and appreciat-
ed the school, for organiz-
ing such an event to groom
the  students.

Dashrath Sing Rajput
the CEO, district Munglei
was the Special Guest and
appreciated the effort of
students to learn different
activities and appreciated
the dedication of the
school staff involved in
such activities. He ap-
pealed to the parents to en-
courage their ward to par-
ticipate in such a camp
that would cater to the
need of their ward in this
changing and challenging
society to face every aspect
of life.

The Chief Guest and the
special Guest gave away
participation certificates
and prizes to the winners
of the camp and awarded
the active parents who had
participated in different
competitions during the
camp. The parents and stu-
dents were full of praise
for the school for organiz-
ing such a camp.

Total 198 ‘Van Adhikar
Patta’ distributed

Central Chronicle News

Jagdalpur, May 14: LS
MP from Bastar Deepak
Baij and BJP District
President (Rural) Balram
Mourya were present in
the 'Samadhan camp' or-
ganised in Gram
Panchayat Bademarenga
of Tokapal block of the
district here on Thursday.

On this occasion Deepak
Baij distributed 'Forest
Rights patta' to 198 benefi-
ciaries of Gram
Panchayat Bademarenga
and also conducted inspec-
tion of different depart-
ments. He directed the doc-

tors to provide right treat-
ment to the children suf-
fering with serious ail-
ments in the village.

LS MP Deepak Baij said
that themain objective of
holding this 'Samadhan
Camp' is to solve the griev-
ances of rural persons and
provide them proper and
timely benefit of the gov-
ernment schemes.

For this all the officers
of the departments should
stay on the alert and since

the CM Bhupesh Baghel is
reviewing about imple-
mentation of government
schemes and its benefit to
the actual beneficiaries, it
is equally pertinent on
part of the officers to solve
their grievances timely.

He also warned the of-
ficers and other employ-
ees that no carelessness
in their execution of
work and implementa-
tion of policies would be
tolerated.

Professors from the Faculty of 
Pharmacy receive Int’l grant

Central Chronicle News

Bilaspur, May 14:
Professors of JK Group of
Institutions received
Australian Patent Grant
for their research work.
Hypothesized research fo-
cused on treatment of dia-
betes-induced cataract.
The team of researchers
worked on the synthesis of
a compound to prevent di-
abetes-induced cataract.

Researchers included
the Principal of JK
College of Pharmacy,
Bilaspur, Dr. D. P. Panda,
Prof. D. C. Sahu, Prof.

Akhtar Rasool, Dr. Arin
Bhattacharya, Dr. Bindu
Jain and Principal of JK
Institute of
P h a r m a c e u t i c a l
Education and Research,
Bilaspur, Dr. Vibhor
Kumar Jain.

At present in pharmacy
institutions of J. K. Group,
students are enrolled in D.
Pharm., B. Pharm and M.

Pharm courses. Further,
Dr. Panda informed that
students and faculties are
working on various re-
search projects and more
patent grants are expected
from India and abroad in
the near future.

Researchers attributed
the success to the manage-
ment of J. K. Group of
Institutions, Bilaspur for

their continued support
and research facilitation.
Moreover, Secretary Dr.
Irshad Khan and Director
Dr. Ashish Singh congrat-
ulated the team and moti-
vated them for their en-
deavors in projects ahead.

The Chairman of the J.
K. Group of Institutions,
K. Khan, encouraged the
team, and said that in view

of increasing prevalence
of diabetes, this research
would be beneficial for in-
novation in the treatment
of diabetes related disor-
ders and service to the so-
ciety. He also said that stu-
dents studying in different
institutes of the Group
would be inspired by the
tremendous success of
this project.

p In Gram Panchayat
Bademarenga
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National Lok Adalat settles
more than 1.25 lakh cases 

Central Chronicle News

Bilaspur, May 14: Under
the aegis of National Legal
Services Authority
(NALSA), New Delhi,
CGSLSA has conducted 2nd
National Lok Adalat of the
year 2022. Under the guid-
ance of Patron in chief
Justice Arup Kumar
Goswami, Chief Justice of
High Court and as per the in-
structions of Justice Goutam
Bhaduri, Executive
Chairman, CGSLSA, this
National Lok Adalat has
turned out to be a huge suc-
cess with many smiling faces.

Be it the success story of
Husband- Wife, or Brother-
Sister, or the two neigh-
bours, relief in form of ami-
cable settlement has wit-
nessed many more smiling
faces. This joyous moment
of poor litigants has
reached its peak when
Justice Goutam Bhaduri
along with Justice P Sam

Kosy, Portfolio Judge of
District Court Bilaspur
have unanticipatedly
reached the District Court
campus and personally in-
teracted with the parties.
In one case, a long dispute
between brother and sister
regarding ancestral proper-
ty was amicably settled and
both were felicitated with
plant samplings by Justice
Bhaduri with advice to live
in a litigation free atmos-
phere. Another wave of
smile was witnessed on the
faces of Husband and wife,
who have entered into com-
promise in the case where
husband had beaten up his
wife. Justice P. Sam. Kosy
gave flower bouquet to the
Husband and asked him to
give it to his wife with ad-
vice to live happily and
peacefully. In yet another
significant case, a physical-
ly handicapped old widow of
deceased, who died in road
accident, was awarded with

sum of eleven lakh, in the
presence of dignitaries who
have wished her litigation
free peaceful life.

This National Lok Adalat
has  been organized in all the
courts from Taluka level to
High Court level through
Hybrid mode i.e. virtual and
physical. Large number of
cases worthy of settlement
and compromise by mutual
consent and conciliation of
the parties have been disposed
off. To expedite the disposal of
Petty Offenses, Hon'ble High
Court has also conferred the
Power of special sitting to
Magistrates. Justice Gautam
Bhaduri, Executive
Chairman, Chhattisgarh State
Legal Services Authority, has
also interacted with media
personnel and assured that
this Lok Adalat would cross
all previous figures of dispos-
al in a single day. Up to the
issue of press release, more
than 1,25,000 cases have al-
ready been settled.

When fire broke out due to short-circuit in main electrical line 

Strategist arrive for 
expansion of power center

Central Chronicle News

Jagdalpur, May 14: Under
the leadership of the BJP
Jagdalpur Mandal under
the Kushabhau Thakre
Birth Centenary Action
Extension Plan, to strength-
en the booths of Shakti
Kendra in all 48 wards of
the city, at every booth
strategist are taking charge
in the region.

In the booth number 91
and 92 in the Shakti Kendra
of Sanjay Gandhi Ward,
Vidarak Narendra Panigrahi
took a meeting of the work-
ers and gave detailed infor-
mation on how to strengthen
the booth. Members of the
booth committee and key of-
fice bearers of the booth
were present in the meeting.
Vistarak Panigrahi said that
BJP will get success in every
booth in the assembly elec-
tions to be held next year.
Vistarak is contacting every
person of the booth with

BJP workers and is giving
information about the fail-
ure of the present
Chhattisgarh Congress gov-
ernment and how much de-
velopment was done in 15
years of BJP and what
schemes the present central
government is running for
the general public. Motiram
Baghel, Govind Inani,
Karthik Sena, Loknath Sena,
Subhashani Sena, Lakshmi
Baghel, Subari, Budhwari,
Ratnabai, Sanju Gopal,
Kanak and key officials of
Shakti Kendra were present.

p To strengthen 
every booth

Power theft to be tracked
with smart meters

DDhhaammttrraaii,,  MMaayy  1144:: With ever in-
creasing need of power supply and
subsequently power theft has in-
creased the challenges before the
electricity department, and install-
ment of smart meter is being con-
sidered the best of option to handle
the situation. Smart meters, track
power theft and keep a vigil on
meter readings too.  

‘Haaf River’ on verge of drying-up
Posing problems to around 100 villages dependent upon it

p Of J. K. Group 
of Institutions

CRPF PERSONNEL PERFORM YOGA

Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) personnel perform yoga during an event, part of Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav 
celebrations, at Tau Devi Lal Stadium in Gurugram, Saturday.

Bommai to decide on attending WEF’s annual meet
Bengaluru, May 14 (PTI):

Karnataka Chief
Minister Basavaraj
Bommai on Saturday said
he will soon take a call on
his visit to Swiss ski resort
town of Davos, to take part
in World Economic Forum’s
Annual Meeting.

He said he will have to de-
cide on the days and sched-
ule considering the upcom-
ing Rajya Sabha and
Legislative Council polls,
also the possibility of local
body polls being an-
nounced.

“I will decide regarding

the Davos visit today. I’m
one among the two Chief
Ministers who have got invi-
tation for Davos, it is an im-
portant event, but as these
elections have come now, for
how many days I should go,
when to go, I will decide,”

Bommai told reporters in
response to a question.

Bommai and Andhra
Pradesh Chief Minister Y S
Jaganmohan Reddy are ex-
pected to be in Davos for the
World Economic Forum’s
Annual Meeting 2022 from
May 22-26, while
Maharashtra minister and
chief minister Uddhav
Thackeray’s son Aaditya
Thackeray as also Telangana
minister and the state chief min-
ister K Chandrashekar Rao’s son
K T Rama Rao would be there.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and some senior union
ministers are also expected to

participate in the WEF’s Davos
summit, one of the most high-
profile congregations of the
world leaders globally, but there
has been no official announce-
ment so far regarding their par-
ticipation. Bommai today will be
participating in the Karnataka
BJP core committee meeting.
“Our party leaders- our in charge
(General Secretary) Arun Singh,
Santosh ji (National General
Secretary)- are coming for the
core committee meeting where
Yediyurappa, Sadananda
Gowda, Jagadish Shettar
(former CMs) and other sen-
ior leaders will be present,”
Bommai said.

‘Rules on linking Aadhaar with
electoral rolls can be issued soon’

New Delhi, May 14 (PTI):

Rules on linking Aadhaar
with the electoral rolls can
be issued by the govern-
ment soon, Chief Election
Commissioner Sushil
Chandra has said, adding
that sharing Aadhaar de-
tails will be voluntary for
voters, but those not doing
so will have to give “suffi-
cient reasons”.

Chandra, who demits of-
fice on Saturday evening,
also said that the poll panel
played a key role in intensi-
fying the vaccination drive
in the five states where as-
sembly elections concluded
in March this year to ensure
that voters and those in-
volved in election duty were
safe from the coronavirus.

In an interview with PTI,
he said two major electoral
reforms which took place in
his tenure as the CEC are
the provision of four dates
in a year instead of one to
enrol those turning 18 as
voters and the linking of
Aadhaar with electoral rolls
to check duplicate entries in
the voters’ list.

“Earlier, only January 1
of every year was the cut-off
date. We convinced the gov-
ernment that this reform is
very essential and these
people should be enrolled as
soon as they turn 18. With
this reform now, there will
be four dates in a year to get

these people registered
when they complete 18
years of age. This reform
was pending for the last 20
years,” Chandra said.

The four cut-off dates for
enrolment is part of a Bill
passed by Parliament a few
months back to allow link-
age of Aadhaar with the
electoral rolls.

As of now, those turning
18 on or before January 1
can be registered as voters.
Those who turn 18 on
January 2 or later have to
wait for one year to register
as a voter. But once the rules
are issued, young people
can get registered as voters
on four different dates every
year.

“The second biggest re-
form is the linking of
Aadhaar with electoral rolls
to check duplicate entries. It
will make the voter list
pure. It will make the elec-
toral roll more robust,” he
said.

Asked when the rules will
be notified by the govern-
ment, Chandra said “I think
very soon because we have
already sent draft proposals
in this regard. We have also
sent the forms which are to
be changed and they are
with the (law) ministry.
Very soon, I think they will
be cleared. We will also have
to tone up our IT system.”

On whether sharing
Aadhaar details will be vol-
untary, he replied in posi-
tive. “It will be voluntary.
But sufficient reason will
have to be given by voters
for not giving their Aadhaar
numbers. The reason may
include not having an
Aadhaar or not having ap-
plied for one or any other
reason they can think of. I
can not think of any other
reason,” the CEC said said.

Chandra was of the view
that sharing Aadhaar num-
ber will help the EC to puri-
fy the voter list. It will also
ensure that the poll panel is
able to give more services to
the voters through its com-
munication system, he
added.

“If we know about the
voter more clearly, then we
can give more services such
as when the elections will
be held and booth (details)
on their phone numbers...
We should know clearly that
he/she is the right person,”
Chandra said.

Kashmiri Pandit employees demand relocation 
to safe places outside Kashmir Valley

Srinagar, May 14 (PTI):

A group of Kashmiri
Pandit employees staged a
protest here on Saturday
against targeted killings
and demanding their relo-
cation to safe places out-
side Kashmir Valley, days
after a community mem-
ber was killed by terror-
ists in his office in
Budgam district.

Alleging that camps
housing Kashmiri Pandit
employees have been
locked following the
killing of Rahul Bhat, the
protesters demanded that
the authorities remove
such restrictions on them.

The community mem-
bers are posted in
Kashmir Valley under the
prime minister’s special
employment package.

Such employees living
in the Vessu transit camp
threatened to march to the
transit accommodations at
Sheikpura in Budgam,
where Bhat lived along
with others, and Veerwan
in Baramulla if the au-
thorities did not lift the re-
strictions by Sunday.

“We, the employees of
Vessu transit camp, have
decided to march to
Sheikhpura and Veerwan
colony in solidarity with
our brothers and sisters

tomorrow morning,” the
All PM Package
Employees Forum said in
a letter to Divisional
Commissioner P K Pole.

“The other day one of
our honest brothers
(Rahul Bhat) was killed,
that too in day time and
that too in his office where
a magistrate sits,” the
forum said. They said in-
stead of getting solidarity
and support, the protest-
ing employees are facing
teargas shells, baton
charge, detention and ar-
rests for expressing resent-
ment against the killing.

Meanwhile, clashes
broke out between the

members of the communi-
ty and the police in
Baramulla, officials said.

The community mem-
bers wanted to march out-
side the Veerwan Colony
— a transit camp for the
migrant employees — but
the police did not allow
them, resulting in clashes,
the officials said. They,
however, said there were
no reports of any injuries
to anyone in the clashes.
At the protest at Press
Enclave here, Kashmiri
Pandit employees raised
slogans against the
Jammu and Kashmir ad-
ministration and against
the killing of Bhat.
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BRIEF

Water shortage
i New Delhi: With the

Yamuna drying up
under the blazing
sun and Haryana not
responding to SOS
calls, authorities in
Delhi are barely
meeting the drinking
water demand in sev-
eral areas, officials
said on Saturday. The
level in the
Wazirabad pond has
dropped to 670.70
feet, the lowest this
year. It was 671.80 feet
on Thursday. The
pond level had
dropped to 667 feet on
July 11 last year,
prompting the Delhi
Jal Board (DJB) to
move the Supreme
Court seeking direc-
tions to Haryana to
release additional
water in the
Yamuna.

Army jawan dies
i Banihal/Jammu: An

Army jawan died by
suicide in Ramban
district of Jammu
and Kashmir, police
said on Saturday. The
deceased has been
identified as Ravi
Kumar (25), a resident
of Haryana. He was
on guard duty at Neel
top post in Banihal on
Friday evening when
he shot himself with
his service rifle, a po-
lice official said. He
said the reason be-
hind Kumar taking
the extreme step is yet
to be ascertained.
Police have initiated
inquest proceedings.
The body was sent to
Kumar’s unit after the
completion of medico-
legal formalities, the
official said.

Severe heatwave
i New Delhi: A heat-

wave spell scorching
Delhi for the last two
days is predicted to
worsen on Saturday,
with the India
Meteorological
Department (IMD) is-
suing an ‘orange’
alert, warning that
the mercury may soar
to 46-47 degrees
Celsius in parts of the
city. The maximum
temperature at the
Safdarjung
Observatory, Delhi’s
base station, is pre-
dicted to settle at 44
degrees Celsius as
against 42.5 degrees
Celsius on Friday.

Udaipur, May 14 (PTI):

No attempt should be
made to change the status of
any place of worship as it
would lead to huge conflict,
senior Congress leader P
Chidambaram said on
Saturday. It is to avoid such
conflict that the Narasimha
Rao government had passed
the Places of Worship Act, he
added. His remarks came a
day after the Supreme Court
refused to stay the inspection
of the Kashi Vishwanath
temple-Gyanvapi mosque
complex in Varanasi.

Chidambaram said the
Places of Worship Act was
passed after deep considera-
tion and the only exception
in that act was to the Ram
Janmabhoomi.

We believe that all other
places of worship should re-
main in the status they are
and they were. We should not
make an attempt to change
the status of any place of

worship, that will only lead to
huge conflict and it is to
avoid such conflict that the
Narasimha Rao government
passed the Places of Worship
act, he told reporters. The top
court has agreed to consider
listing the plea of a Muslim
party against the survey of
the Gyanvapi premises.

A bench comprising Chief
Justice N V Ramana and
Justices J K Maheswari and
Hima Kohli was told by sen-
ior advocate Huzefa Ahmadi,
appearing for the Muslim
side in the Gyanvapi mosque

case, that the plea has been
filed against the survey being
conducted at the Varanasi
site.

We have filed in relation to
a survey which has been di-
rected to be conducted in re-
lation to the Varanasi proper-
ty. This (Gyanvapi) has been
a mosque since time imme-
morial and this is clearly in-
terdicted by the Places of
Worship Act, Ahmadi said on
Friday. He said the direction
to conduct a survey has been
passed and an order of status
quo be passed at the moment.
Varanasi’s fast track court
headed by a civil judge (sen-
ior division) had on April 8,
2021 directed the
Archaeological Survey of
India to conduct a survey of
the Kashi Vishwanath
Temple-Gyanvapi Mosque
complex and ascertain if a
temple was demolished to
build the mosque that
stands adjacent to the 
temple.

Status of places of worship should not be
changed, will lead to conflict: Congress

Chief Election Commissioner
Sushil Chandra

Jammu, May 14 (PTI):

Border Security Force
(BSF) personnel deployed
along the International
Border (IB) here fired sev-
eral rounds at a drone
coming from the Pakistani
side on Saturday morning,
forcing it to retreat, an offi-
cial said. A massive search
operation was launched in
the area to ensure no
weapons or narcotics were
dropped by the flying ob-
ject, he said. “Today in the
morning, alert BSF troops
observed a blinking light
(in the sky) and immedi-
ately fired at it in the
Arnia area, forcing the
Pakistani flying object to
return. A combined
search operation is being
carried out in the area,”
BSF Deputy Inspector
General, Jammu frontier,

S P Sandhu said. Officials
said the Pakistani drone
was spotted by the border
guards around 4.45 am and
some eight rounds were
fired by them to bring it
down. After hovering for a
few minutes in the air, the
drone flew back, the offi-
cials said, adding the
search operation is going
on in the area falling
under the R S Pura sector.
This is the second such in-
cident to take place within
seven days. On May 7, the
BSF had opened fired at a
Pakistani drone in the
same area shortly after it
entered the Indian territo-
ry. Drone activity from
Pakistan has increased
after the BSF detected an
underground cross-border
tunnel in the Chak
Faquira area of Samba
district on May 4.

BSF troops open fire at Pakistani
drone near IB in Jammu

Jammu/Bhadarwah, May 14 (PTI):

The State
Investigation Agency
(SIA) of Jammu and
Kashmir has conducted
raids at 12 locations, in-
cluding at the native
house of the APHC
Pakistan chairman in
Bhadarwah, in connec-
tion with a terror-financ-
ing case, officials said.

The case was regis-
tered at the Gandhinagar
police station and subse-
quently transferred to
the SIA for an in-depth
investigation, they said.
The sleuths of the inves-
tigating agency, with the
assistance of the local po-
lice, carried out raids in
Jammu, Kathua, Doda
and Kashmir on Friday,
the officials said.

SIA conducts raids at 12 places
in terror-financing case in J&K
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DEMONSTRATION

This aerial picture shows hundreds of workers holding a demonstration in front of the
parliament building in Jakarta on Saturday, in relation to the International worker’s
day, Mayday, which they failed to do on May 1 due to the long Eid al-Fitr holiday.

BRIEF
New surge of COVID

Johannesburg:
South Africa is expe-
riencing a surge of
new COVID-19 cases
driven by two omi-
cron sub-variants,
according to health
experts. For about
three weeks the
country has seen in-
creasing numbers of
new cases and some-
what higher hospital-
isations, but not in-
creases in severe
cases and deaths,
said Professor Marta
Nunes, a researcher
at Vaccine and
Infectious Diseases
Analytics at Chris
Hani Baragwanath
Hospital in Soweto.

Pre-arrest bail 
Lahore: A Pakistani
court here on
Saturday extended
the pre-arrest bail of
Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif and
his son and Punjab
Chief Minister
Hamza Shehbaz
until May 21 in the
Rs 14 billion money
laundering case. The
indictment of the
prime minister and
his son was delayed
because the premier
was in London and
could not attend the
hearing.

Monkeypox virus 
London: Two indi-
viduals have been
diagnosed with
monkeypox virus in
London, the UK
Health Security
Agency (UKHSA)
confirmed on
Saturday. The cases
are from the same
household and are
not linked to a pre-
vious infection con-
firmed by the
agency last week,
which had been
linked with recent
travel history to
Nigeria where they
are believed to have
caught it. Where
and how the two
new cases acquired
their infection re-
mains under inves-
tigation.

Kyiv, May 14 (AP):

Russian forces suffered
heavy losses in a
Ukrainian attack that de-
stroyed a pontoon bridge
they were using to try to
cross a river in the east,
Ukrainian and British offi-
cials said in another sign
of Moscow’s struggle to
salvage a war gone awry.

Ukrainian authorities,
meanwhile, opened the
first war crimes trial of
the conflict Friday. The de-
fendant, a captured
Russian soldier, stands ac-
cused of shooting to death
a 62-year-old civilian in
the early days of the war.

The trial got underway
as Russia’s offensive in
the Donbas, Ukraine’s
eastern industrial heart-

land, seemed to turn in-
creasingly into a grind-
ing war of attrition.

Ukraine’s airborne
command released pho-
tos and video of what it
said was a damaged
Russian pontoon bridge

over the Siversky Donets
River in Bilohorivka and
several destroyed or dam-
aged Russian military ve-
hicles nearby the
Ukrainians said they de-
stroyed at least 73 tanks
and other military equip-

ment during the two-day
battle earlier this week.
The command said its
troops drowned the
Russian occupiers.

Britain’s Defense
Ministry said Russia lost
significant armored ma-
neuver elements” of at
least one battalion tacti-
cal group in the attack. A
Russian battalion tactical
group consists of about
1,000 troops.

Conducting river cross-
ings in a contested envi-
ronment is a highly risky
maneuver and speaks to
the pressure the Russian
commanders are under
to make progress in their
operations in eastern
Ukraine, the ministry
said in its daily intelli-
gence update.

Russia suffered losses in
failed river crossing

Islamabad, May 14 (PTI):

Foreign minister Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari on Saturday
vowed not to allow anyone to
harm the iron-clad friend-
ship between Pakistan and
China and promised to thor-
oughly investigate and
bring to justice the perpetra-
tors of the Karachi
University attack that killed
four people, including three
Chinese nationals. Three
Chinese language teachers
were killed when an explo-
sion triggered by a burqa-
clad woman suicide bomber
from the banned
Baluchistan Liberation
Army (BLA) ripped through
a van of the Confucius
Institute at the prestigious
University of Karachi on
April 26. A Pakistani driver
of the van was also killed.
The Karachi incident was
the latest targeted attack
against Chinese citizens in
Pakistan. Addressing a
solemn memorial service
held at the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs to honour
the lives and services of the
victims of the terrorist at-
tack, Bilawal said the entire
nation grieved with the fam-

ilies and people of China at
this terrible loss. Bilawal re-
iterated his strong condem-
nation of Karachi terrorist
attack and reaffirmed the
Government’s commitment
to thoroughly investigate
the incident and bring the
perpetrators to justice , the
Foreign Office said in a
statement. He expressed his
determination to not allow
anyone to harm the iron-
clad friendship between

Pakistan and China and un-
derscored that the Pakistan-
China iron-brotherhood’
would continue to grow.

Speaking on the occasion,
Charg d’Affaires of the
Chinese embassy in
Pakistan, Pang Chunxue
thanked the Government of
Pakistan for organising the
memorial service. She ap-
preciated the expression of
solidarity and support by
the entire Pakistani nation
against the cowardly attack.

She vowed that the blood
of the Chinese people in
nurturing this timeless
friendship will not be in
vain, and that any attack
aimed at the all-weather
strategic cooperative part-
nership between Pakistan
and China was doomed 
to fail.

Will not allow anyone to harm iron-clad
Pak-China ties: Bilawal Bhutto

Seoul, May 14 (AP):

North Korea on Saturday
reported 21 new deaths and
174,440 more people with
fever symptoms as the
country scrambles to slow
the spread of COVID-19
across its unvaccinated
population. The new deaths
and cases since Friday in-
creased total numbers to 27
deaths and 524,440 illnesses
amid a rapid spread of
fever since late April.

North Korea said 243,630
people had recovered and
280,810 remained in quar-
antine. State media didn’t
specify how many of the
fever cases and deaths were
confirmed as COVID-19 in-
fections.

The country imposed
what it described as maxi-
mum preventive measures
on Thursday after confirm-
ing its first COVID-19 cases

since the start of the pan-
demic. It had previously
held for more than two
years to a widely doubted
claim of a perfect record
keeping out the virus that
has spread to nearly every
place in the world.

North Korean leader
Kim Jong Un during a rul-
ing party Politburo meet-
ing on Saturday described
the outbreak as a histori-
cally great upheaval and
called for unity between
the government and peo-
ple to stabilise the out-
break as quickly as possi-
ble.

Officials during the
meeting mainly discussed
ways to swiftly distribute
medical supplies the
country has released from
its emergency reserves,
Pyongyang’s official
Korean Central News
Agency said. In a report

presented to the Politburo,
the North’s emergency epi-
demic office blamed most
of the deaths on mistakes
like overmuch taking of
drugs, bereft of scientific
medical treatment. Kim,
who said he was donating
some of his private medi-
cine supplies to help the

anti-virus campaign, ex-
pressed optimism that the
country could bring the
outbreak under control,
saying most transmissions
are occurring within com-
munities that are isolated
from one another and not
spreading from region to
region.

N. Korea confirms 21 new deaths as it battles COVID-19

T he Indian government
has catapulted the

maxim of sarvajanahitaya, sar-
vajanasukhaya (for the good of
all, for the happiness of all) into
a palpable reality in the past
decade. The extant essence of
janhit (public interest) has
been reinvented to â œmain-
streamâ  gendered experi-
ences. Gender mainstreaming
has seamlessly pervaded every
sphere of statecraft, ensuring it
is not reduced to the ranks of
an artificial add-on.

The incumbent government
adopts a system-wide gendered
lens to inform policy praxis.
Women have been mandatorily
recognised as the head of the
household for the issuance of
ration cards, under the aus-
pices of The National Food
Security Act, 2013. Pradhan
Mantri Awas Yojana (PMAY)
and Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala
Yojana (PMUY) accord benefits
â ” homeownership and LPG
connections, respectively â ” to
women beneficiaries. Such in-
terventions have unequivocally
fortified womenâ ™s access to
economic resources, elevating
inter alia their social status.

Earlier schemes like the
Rashtriya Swasthya Bima
Yojana (RSBY) that inadvertent-
ly exempted women from seek-
ing health services have been
re-engineered and conclusively
replaced. In its place, the
Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya
Yojana (PM-JAY) not only ren-

ders households without any
adult male members eligible for
the scheme, but also dismisses
the off-colour cap of five benefi-
ciaries per family that would
penalise women in larger fami-
lies, owing to male preference.
Additionally, PM-JAY supports
a substantial number of health
benefits packages that are ei-
ther women-centric in nature
or are overwhelmingly com-
mon to both men and women.
Under the aegis of the scheme,
more women than men have
availed of oncology services.

A barely decade-old govern-
ment is doing what other sat-
tadharis who held the reins of
the nation for the better part of
the century could not: It is visi-
bilising women, it is nurturing
nari shakti. By placing assets
such as houses and LPGs in the
hands of women, it is challeng-
ing the unequal status quo. It is
doing so not only through poli-
cies but by bridging gendered
data deficits.

The first nationwide Time
Use Survey was carried out in
2019 shepherded by the
National Statistical Office
under the stewardship of the
incumbent government. The
Survey has finally put a num-
ber to the unpaid, unacknowl-
edged sweat and toil of our
jananis â ” 7.2 hours a day, that
is approximately how much the
average Indian woman devotes
to caregiving and domestic
services against the average

Indian manâ ™s 2.8 hours. The
investigation of the implica-
tions and consequent policy
corrections for the same has
only been made possible by this
Survey.

It is worthy to note that it
was in 1998, conterminously
with the farsighted Atal Bihari
Vajpayee-led National
Democratic Alliance, that the
TUS was first piloted across six
Indian states; now, Time Use
Surveys have found a promi-
nent place in policy discourse
and find mention in the global
indicator framework of the
United Nations-Sustainable
Development Goals (UN-SDGs).

As a routine source of cru-
cial information on nutrition,
fertility, family planning, repro-
ductive, maternal and child
health and mortality, the
National Family Health Survey
(NFHS) is a barometer of
Indiaâ ™s performance in se-
curing equitable health out-
comes, especially for women.
The sampling strategy of
NFHS-4 (2015-16) underwent a
comprehensive, methodologi-
cal renovation, statistically ac-
counting for all districts in the
nation, proving to be a colossal
improvement over its predeces-
sor NFHS-3â ™s (2005-06) na-
tionally representative sample.
Sub-national and district-level
representativeness has prompt-
ed prioritised, targeted inter-
ventions to address healthcare
challenges.

NFHS-4 for the first time
recorded gender-disaggregated
cancer prevalence. NFHS-5 for
the first time recorded informa-
tion on whether women had
ever undergone a screening test
for cancer of the oral cavity,
breast, and cervix. Together,
NFHS-4 and 5 provide a tour
dâ ™horizon of the health of
the Indian woman and serve as
an incomparable mine of data.

The statistical architecture
of the nation as we knew it has

been rebuilt to count women.
The popular academic adage
holds that â œwhat gets count-
ed countsâ . This provides a
scaffolding for resource alloca-
tion for policy-making.
Recognising the same, quin-
quennial employment and un-
employment data collected erst-
while by the National Sample
Survey (NSS) were supplanted
by quarterly and annual
Periodic Labour Force Survey
(PLFS) for timely gender-disag-
gregated labour force statistics.
The PLFS now boasts of gen-
der-disaggregated data such as
Female Worker Population
Ratio, Female Labour Force
Participation Rate and Female
Unemployment Rate.

Under the stewardship of the
Ministry of Home Affairs, the
National Crime Records
Bureau (NCRB) initiated the
collection of data on female
foeticide in 2014. Such despon-
dent data points are bitter pills
to swallow but in the spirit of
quantification, the incumbent
government has facilitated its
collection and has swiftly acted
upon its implications through
the BetiBachao, BetiPadhao
campaign.

Quantification is a step to-
wards resolution and rectifica-
tion. The government is gener-
ating a plethora of gender-dis-
aggregated data through either
implementation-related statis-
tics or through surveys and
using them to inform or reform
schemes, thus perpetuating a
virtuous cycle. It is now the
onus of individuals and groups
in academia, research and eval-
uation consultancies to con-
duct audits and third-party as-
sessments of such data to fur-
ther mainstream gender in
public policy for janhit (public
interest).

Writer is Union Minister of
Women and Child

Development
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BJP avoiding 
economic problems
Itâ ™s very painful when

the economy of the country
has gone from bad to worse
and the back-breaking rise in
prices has turned the life of
the aam admi miserable, just
at that moment to divert atten-
tion of the Modi governmen-
tâ ™s total failure, the Sangh
Parivar lead by the BJP have
started various Hindu reli-
gious and communal activi-
ties in various (particularly
double engine) states like
â ˜Hanuman Chalishaâ ™,
name change in heritage
places, villages, roads etc. Not
only this like Babri Masjid
various other mosques in
Kashiâ ™s Gyanvapi mosque,
Mathura-Idgah case and now
the greatest work of the art,
the Taj Mahal, which Nobel
laureate Kabiguru
Rabindranath Tagore called
the a "teardrop on the cheek of
time." It remains a testament
to the griefâ ”and powerâ ”of
an emperor, that too probe the
22 closed doors in the Taj
Mahal to ascertain the pres-
ence of the idols of Hindu
deities, when BJP leader
Rajneesh Singh, seeks direc-
tion to the Archaeological
Survey of India (ASI) to exam-
ine the locked rooms of the
monument to check for the
presence of Hindu idols,
through the public interest lit-
igation (PIL) at Allahabad
High Court (AHC). Because
there could have been any-
thing before the Taj Mahal,
maybe a temple. The AHC di-
vision bench of Justice DK
Upadhyay and Justice
Subhash Vidyarthi, very
rightly rejected the plea as
â œmockery of PILâ ™ and
advised, "Please enroll your-
self in MA, then go for NET,
JRF and do research (on the
history of Taj Mahal). If any
institute disallows you to re-
search on such a topic. Then
come to us." Interestingly, the
Taj Mahal could be Emperor
Shah Jahan who created a
mausoleum which might have
some in-house (among 22
closed doors) temples but it
surely could not be a public
temple in any era.
Bidyut Kumar Chatterjee.

Faridabad

Pandit Shiv Kumar
Sharma

The death of Pandit Shiv
Kumar Sharma, a great san-
toor player, is surprising and
sad news for the music world.
His death is a tragic loss for
the entire country. Panditji
was a world-renowned classi-
cal santoor player who capti-
vated audiences all over the
globe. He was a santoor pio-
neer, and his contributions
were immeasurable. He was
awarded the Padma Shri,
Padma Bhushan, and Padma
Vibhushan awards, among
other significant honours.
His passing away has left a
vacuum in Indian cultural
music.

Chandan Kumar Nath,
via Mail
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WHAT THEY TWEET!

HHaarrsshh  GGooeennkkaa
@@hhvvggooeennkkaa

When a plant does not
grow well, we blame the
fertilizer, more water or
less sun but not the plant.
When we have problems
with friends/family we
blame the person. What is
needed is not to blame but
to understand. If we under-
stand, we can love and the

situation will change.

AAsshhookk  GGeehhlloott@@aasshhookkggeehhlloott5511

Deeply saddened to know many lives
have been lost in a massive fire incident
in a building near Mundka Metro
Station in Delhi. My heart goes out to
the bereaved families. May God give
them strength to bear this loss. Prayers
for speedy recovery of those injured.

RRaahhuull  GGaannddhhii@@RRaahhuullGGaannddhhii

My heartfelt condolences to the
family of Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed
Al-Nahyan and to the people of
United Arab Emirates.He will be
fondly remembered as a visionary
leader who brought rapid develop-
ment to the UAE.

KKeevviinn  PPiieetteerrsseenn@@KKPP2244

Current players asking me

to carry on pushing for

franchising County Cricket.

They know how poor the

standard is! Donâ€™t shoot

the messenger!

RRKK  VViijj@@iippssvviijjrrkk

Congratulations DS Chauhan IPS-88 on becoming DGP UP. 

AAaarrttii  TTiikkoooo@@AAaarrttiiTTiikkoooo
Since #RahulBhatâ€™s killing, the
massive spontaneous protests by
Kashmiri Pandits in Kashmir is a clear
indicator that our younger generations
are ready to take charge. We deserve
new leadership that is connected to
the ground & has the pulse of our com-
munity. Our youth must lead.

I n the wake of the Ukraine war after the homecoming of Indian med-
ical students, the situation has raised certain points to ponder over. It

is known that roughly 20,000 students or so were studying medicine in
Ukraine, and some are in other destinations such as Russia, the
Philippines, Germany, Kazakhstan, Nepal, Bangladesh, etc. The chief rea-
sons of going abroad are (1) inability to secure a seat in Indian medical
colleges because of tough competition, (2) the high cost of medical edu-
cation in private medical colleges in India, and (3) admission is possible
with much relaxed standard. The WHO recommends one doctor per thou-
sand of population, but in India the ratio is 0.8 per 1000. India needs 1.38
million of doctors against the present 1.2 million registered
practitioners.To have a quality check of the students going abroad, the
Government of India set rules to bring them to a particular quality level in
2012. A student has to qualify in the NEET examination seeking admission
in foreign countries. The other requirement is, the student must secure 50
PC marks in Physics, Chemistry and Biology in Class 12 standard final ex-
amination. In December, 2021, out of 16 lakh medical study aspirants,
7,72,500 students could qualify in the examination, against 88,120 MBBS
seats and 27,498 BDS seats in India. The number of seats available in pri-
vate colleges was 43,815 in 2021. Private colleges in India charge nearly
Rs 10-15 lakh or even more per year, but it is Rs 5-6 lakh per year in for-
eign countries, including food and lodging. This naturally attracts the stu-
dents. Now the NMC has given guidelines that half of the seats of private
medical colleges and deemed universities be available at government
rate from the next academic session. On the quality requirements of doc-
tors, the head of the JIPMER Z Zayapragassarazan said, "A hospital needs
well-qualified doctors as they have to treat patients. There shall be a strict
mechanism to check and filter the doctors before allowing them to enter
the system." To ensure the quality of foreign qualified doctors, the MCI
has made it compulsory to pass Foreign Medical Graduate Examination
(FMGE) to make them eligible for practice in India. But it is seen that the
qualifying rate is below the satisfactory level. Data from the National
Board of Examination reveal that the performance of doctors as a whole
of different countries between 2015 and 2018 ,the passing average is only
14.2.% and performance of Pakistan and Bangladesh topping the list with
29.6% and 27.11% respectively and that of Ukraine is 14.87% . 

Best of the performance was in June, 2021, 4,283 passed out of 18,048
aspirants showed slight improvement of 23.7%. The minimum qualifying
mark is 150 out of 300. Medical graduates from the UK, USA, Australia,
Canada and New Zealand are not required to clear FMGE. Similarly, Indian
students have to pass the United States Medical Licensing Examination (
USMLE) to practice in the USA. It is also reported that there has been dis-
parity in terms of salary packages as compared to Indian counterparts
they get less. Those who could not clear FMGE, some are working in non-
practicing fields and even in restaurants! Now government has taken a
new decision that with effect from 2023 onwards all the medical gradu-
ates both of Indian medical colleges and foreign-returned doctors will be
required to clear Medical Exit Test Examination before being allowed to
practice. This is a good step forward to enhance the standard of medical
education to an acceptable uniform level. The proposed National Exit Test
will replace existing NEET PG test and FMGE. To cope with higher demand
in seats, India must increase number of medical colleges on PP model or
purely private or in State sectors. The main constrains in setting up pri-
vate medical colleges are land availability of minimum 25 acres and con-
struction of 430-bedded hospitals for a strength of 100 intakes. For, this,
capital is needed to the tune of Rs 500-600 crore. One option is to allow
good quality existing hospitals like Apollo, Fortis and Medanta groups of
hospitals etc., with excellent quality teaching staff, to start medical edu-
cation. It may be a viable one. The ratio of doctors in Assam is one doctor
for every 1,453 people. Assam has 24,083 ( June, 2020 ) registered allo-
pathic doctors. For a population of 3.5 crore the requirement is 35,000
doctors. The PM is proposing to set up one medical college in every dis-
trict of India in the next 10 years. In Assam, 8 medical colleges are func-
tioning at the moment with a few others at different stages of develop-
ment. It is a very wise proposal to set up three more medical colleges in
the ensuing Assam Budget. People need more number of medical col-
leges but no engineering college, as 48% engineers are unemployed on
all-India basis. As performance in the FMGE is the only visible indicator of
the quality of foreign medical education, a big question looms as to
whether to send or not to send students abroad for medical education.
This warrants rational thinking.

Foreign medical education
and its problems

T he Supreme Court's order keeping the sedition law under Section
124A of the Indian Penal Code in abeyance is path-breaking. Equally

significant is that no new charges will be registered under the law and all
pending trials, appeals and proceedings will be suspended. Whether
Section 124A is removed from the statute books or amended to prevent
gross misuse, the process of reaching that decision must be open, trans-
parent and inclusive. And this process must not prejudge the final deci-
sion. The apex court's order creates the condition for a meaningful review
of Section 124A and enables the government to undertake this exercise in
good faith. One sincerely hopes it takes the first option of scratching the
law off the statute books. The government, on its part, must now under-
take a time-bound and thorough consideration of whether a sedition law
is at all necessary. It has reportedly sought to take on board the 'views of
the stakeholders'. These must be open and inclusive as this exercise ap-
pears to be a response to the growing public discomfort with the law, and
the possibility that the Supreme Court would read it down. On its part, the
Supreme Court has taken a significant step by ordering a stay on all pend-
ing sedition cases and advising the police and administration not to use
this section of the law until the Centre completes its review. There are
broadly two options before GoI - repealing the provision as was done in
Britain, or amending it to provide clearer definition of sedition to limit its
use and misuse as in the US. While wider consultation must be undertak-
en, it is important to build on work that has been already done. 

The Law Commission's 2018 consultation paper provides a good start-
ing point for this exercise. The aim is to design a legal provision that bal-
ances issues of national security with protecting India's liberal democra-
cy. It is still unclear, however, whether the government will scrap the law
or sharpen the conditions under which the law can be invoked. The land-
mark 1962 ruling by a five-judge bench of the Supreme Court upheld the
validity of Section 124A but limited its scope to two tests: Whether the
acts had the effect of subverting the government by violent means or cre-
ating law and order problems. Though these interpretations appear unex-
ceptionable, the police and courts have often applied them so narrowly
that the law has caught in its net activists and almost anyone whose opin-
ion annoyed the Centre or state governments. It is certainly remarkable
that there are 800 cases of sedition currently being heard and 13,000 peo-
ple in jail because of it. Though the Centre has not indicated a timeline for
its review of the sedition law, this would be an opportune time for it to re-
consider other laws that impinge on human rights. Foremost among them
is the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act or UAPA, under which an ac-
cused is presumed guilty unless proven innocent, which militates against
basic constitutional guarantees.

SC order on sedition 
law path-breaking
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SMRITI ZUBIN IRANI

A guide leads a group of visitors during a tour at Bollywood Park in Filmcity Mumbai, in Mumbai.

How India is empowering women through policy

SSuubbrraammaanniiaann  SSwwaammyy@@SSwwaammyy3399

The murder of Rahul Bhat by
Muslim extremists cannot be taken
casually as Modi Govt is doing.
What is the use of talking of
Hindutva when the Govt is a sissy
and cannot retaliate. Why did Modi
go only to Jammu? He must now
immediately go to Srinagar.

BOLLYWOOD PARK
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Resignation

New Delhi: Debt-rid-
den Future Retail's
Chief Financial
Officer C P Toshniwal
has resigned from the
company, effective
May 12. Toshniwal's
resignation is the re-
cent addition to the
string of resignations
that started after the
Rs 24,713-crore deal
was called off last
month by the billion-
aire Mukesh Ambani-
led Reliance
Industries after credi-
tors voted against it.
Last week, Future
Retail's Managing
Director Rakesh
Biyani stepped down,
while officials includ-
ing the company sec-
retary of the debt-rid-
den firm tendered res-
ignation.

Commercial operation
New Delhi: State-
owned power giant
NTPC on Saturday an-
nounced the begin-
ning of commercial
operation of the first
part capacity of 20
MW out of 56 MW
Kawas Solar PV
Project in Gujarat.
"Consequent upon
successful commis-
sioning, the first part
capacity of 20 MW out
of 56 MW Kawas Solar
PV Project at Kawas,
Gujarat, is declared on
Commercial
Operation from 00:00
Hrs of May 14, 2022," a
BSE filing said.

Growth momentum
Chennai:

Matchmaking service
provider
Matrimony.com has
demonstrated good
growth in financial
year 2022 and was
poised to enhance its
growth momentum,
according to a top offi-
cial. The city-based
company had regis-
tered a 15.6 per cent
jump on its consolidat-
ed profit after tax for
the quarter and 31.44
per cent on PAT for the
year ending March 31,
2022. The consolidated
net profit for the quar-
ter under review grew
to Rs 11.70 crore, from
Rs 10.12 crore regis-
tered in correspon-
ding quarter previous
year. For the year end-
ing March 31, 2022 con-
solidated net profits
rose to Rs 53.59 crore,
from Rs 40.77 crore
registered year ago.

Boarding passes 

New Delhi: Aviation
Minister Jyotiraditya
Scindia   said he is ex-
amining the matter of
airlines charging pas-
sengers a fee for issuing
boarding passes at
check-in counters in-
side the terminals.A
passenger named Neeti
Shikha said on Twitter:
"New rule of SpiceJet.
If you wish to get a
boarding card at the
check in counter,you
need to pay extra. This
is like telling a cus-
tomer in a restaurant
that if you want eat in a
plate,you will be
charged.Wonder
what's consumer forum
doing!" Journalist
Madhavan Narayanan
called this practice of
airlines as "ridiculous".

New Delhi, May 14: 

Campbell Wilson has
termed his appointment
as Air India CEO and MD
as a fantastic opportunity
to lead a historic airline
and mentioned that there
are "mountains to climb"
in his new stint. Wilson is
currently the Chief
Executive Officer of the
Singapore Airlines' whol-
ly-owned subsidiary Scoot
Air. Singapore Airlines
(SIA) is a joint venture
partner of Tata Group in
full service carrier
Vistara.

On Thursday, Tata Sons
had announced the ap-
pointment of Wilson as
the Managing Director
and Chief Executive
Officer of Air India. In a
communique sent to Scoot

employees on Friday, he
said, "This afternoon I in-
formed the executive team
and your union leaders of
my resignation from Scoot
and the SIA Group." He
said it was by no means an
easy decision to leave and
SIA was his first profes-
sional job and has been his
home for the last 26 years.
Wilson noted that across
three continents, six coun-

tries and more than 12
roles, SIA has accorded
him many more opportu-
nities and experiences
than he could ever have
dreamed of. "It is especial-
ly hard to leave Scoot
which, in two chapters, I
have had the honour and
pleasure of nurturing - to-
gether with a wonderful,
wonderful group of peo-
ple, past and present - from
a mere spreadsheet to,
amongst many other
things, the World's Best
Long-Haul, Low-Cost
Airline," he mentioned.
Through the initial years
of start-up and rapid
growth, to the depths of
aviation's worst-ever crisis
and now the accelerating
recovery, Scoot has truly
been a labour of love, he
said.

Mumbai, May 14:  

An exceptional package,
today motorolalaunched
themotorolaedge 30, which
is not just India’s lightest
5G smartphone at 155gm,
but also the world’s
thinnest 5G smartphone
measuring just 6.79mm.
The motorola edge 30 is
also the first smartphone
in India to feature the
Snapdragon 778G+ 5G
processor for a flagship
grade performance that
delivers smooth multitask-
ing and best-in-class gam-
ing with support for
Qualcomm Elite Gaming.

Besides that, it features
the best in segment144Hz,
10-bitp OLED display that
supports over a billion
colours. The incredible
display also supports
HDR10+, DC-Dimming
and comes with an in-dis-
play fingerprint reader.
The entertainment experi-
ence on the edge 30 is fur-
ther amplified with stereo
speakers that come with
Dolby Atmos and support
Snapdragon Sound for the
most immersive and near

loss-less audio experience.
The motorola edge 30

comes with Motorola's sig-
nature near-Stock
Android 12 experience, as-
sured upgrade to Android
13 and 14 plus security up-
dates for 3 years.It also
comes with Ready For, al-
lowing users to play mo-
bile games, make video
calls, or use their phone’s
apps on a big screen. With

seamless wireless connec-
tivity, users can now enjoy
a hassle-free connection
with their TV and get
more work done with a full
mobile desktop experience
on the big screen. The mo-
torola edge 30 also comes
with the security of
ThinkShieldfor mobile, de-
signed to deliver best-in-
class business-grade secu-
rity. When it comes to cam-
eras, the edge 30 comes
with a truly flagship grade
setup featuring India’s
first 50 MP high resolution
ultrawide + macro cam-
era, a 50MP primary cam-
era with OIS and a 32MP
selfie camera. In terms of
connectivity, the product
comes with best in class
support for 13 5G
bands,WiFi 6E, 3 Carrier
Aggregation, 4X4
MIMOfor exceptional data
speeds and seamless con-
nectivity.

With an exceptional des-
ignand flagship features,
themotorola edge 30 offers
an unparalleled experi-
ence to Indian consumers
at an incredible price
point.

Motorola launches world’s thinnest
5G phone-motorola edge 30

There are mountains to climb: Air
India CEO-designate Campbell

New Delhi, May 14:  

Asserting that there is
no wheat supply crisis in
the country, Commerce
Secretary BVR
Subrahmanyam on
Saturday said the govern-
ment's decision to ban
wheat exports will help in
controlling rising domes-
tic prices and meeting the
food requirement of
India's neighbours and
vulnerable countries. The
government has banned
wheat exports with imme-
diate effect. However, the
export shipments for
which irrevocable letters
of credit (LoC) have been
issued on or before the
date of this notification
will be allowed.

Subrahmanyam said
that the decision was
taken at the right time.
"There is no dramatic fall

in production. I do not
think there is a crisis
which needs to be imag-
ined. There is adequate
food available in govern-
ment stocks and private
stocks," he said while ad-
dressing a joint press
briefing along with coun-
terparts in the depart-

ments of food and agricul-
ture. Explaining the ra-
tionale behind the deci-
sion, the commerce secre-
tary said the primary goal
was to put a "check on in-
flation". "So, what is the
purpose of this order.
What it is doing is in the
name of prohibition - we

are directing the wheat
trade in a certain direc-
tion. We do not want the
wheat to go in an irregu-
lated manner to places
where it might get just
hoarded or where it may
not be used to the purpose
which we are hoping it
would be used for,"
Subrahmanyam said.

The focus has also been
given to ensuring adequate
food stock availability with-
in the country. "At the end
of the day, food is a very
sensitive item for every
country because it affects
everybody - poor, the mid-
dle and the rich," he said,
adding the wheat flour
prices have gone up in
some parts of the country
by about 40 per cent. The
government is also com-
mitted to ensuring the food
security of neighbours and
vulnerable countries.

Wheat export ban to help 
control prices, regulate trade
in right direction: Comm secy

Secretary (Food) Sudhanshu Pandey (C), Secretary Commerce BVR
Subrahmanyam (R) and Secretary Agriculture Manoj Ahuja (L) jointly
address a press conference on ‘Wheat Scenario’, in New Delhi on Saturday.

Mumbai, May 14:  

Union Minister
Sarbananda Sonowal on
Saturday said the govern-
ment has set up a high-
level committee to create
an enabling eco-system for
the development of cruise
tourism in the country.
The committee comprises
government officials and
cruise industry players.
Sonowal on Saturday in-
augurated the first two-
day International Cruise
Conference being held
here. Speaking to the
media on the sidelines of
the event, the minister
said the government aims
to make India the most at-
tractive cruise tourism
destination and the indus-

try the world's largest one
in the world. The Minister
for Ports, Shipping and
Waterways also informed

that the government has
set up a Task Force under
the Secretary in the
Ministry of Tourism and

the Shipping secretary as
its vice-chairman. The
high-level committee will
assist the Task Force with
its ideas and suggestions
to the committee, he said.
"I declare the constitution
of a High-level committee
comprising both govern-
ment officials and national
and international indus-
try players. It will assist
the Taskforce and give it
ideas and suggestions,"
Sonowal told reporters.
Emphasising that the pur-
pose of the international
conference is to make
India a cruise tourism
hub, the minister said the
government will provide
whatever modern infra-
structure is required to at-
tain the objective.

Govt sets up committee to create enabling
eco-system to boost cruise tourism

Union Minister for Ports, Shipping & Waterways Sarbananda
Sonowal, Goa Tourism Minister Rohan Khaunte and Shiv Sena MP
Arvind Sawant during the 1st Incredible India International Cruise
Conference’, in Mumbai on Saturday.

Mumbai, May 14: 

State-owned Bank of
Baroda Friday reported a
standalone profit after tax
of Rs 1,779 crore in the
quarter ended March 2022,
helped by higher interest
income and fall in bad
loans. The lender had a
loss of Rs 1,047 crore in the
year-ago period. In the last
financial year, the bank
posted a standalone net
profit of Rs 7,272 crore
compared to Rs 829 crore
in 2020-21.

"The year went as per
the guidance we gave at
the beginning of the year.
Our thought was that we
should grow as per market
and also protect our mar-
gins because liquidity was

abundant and corporate
lending was under pres-
sure in terms of pricing.
"We have grown our (glob-
al gross) loan book by
about 8.9 per cent during
the year," the bank's
Managing Director and
CEO Sanjiv Chadha said.
On the liability side, he
said the bank wanted to
make sure its deposit
growth remained in line
with asset growth so that
there was no overhang of
liquidity. "So by keeping
that discipline, we were
able to have our CD (Credit
Deposit) ratio at two per-
centage points higher at
the end of the year as com-
pared to the beginning of
the year. On the deposit
side, the growth came

from the Casa ratio which
moved to 44 per cent," he
said. Net Interest Income
(NII) registered a growth
of 21.2 per cent at Rs 8,612
crore in the fourth quarter
of FY22 as against Rs 7,107
crore in the year-ago peri-
od. Net Interest Margin
(NIM) in the fourth quar-
ter stood at 3.08 per cent,
an increase of 36 bps com-
pared to the same quarter
of FY21.

Net Interest Margins
(NIM) improved by 32
basis points (bps) y-o-y to
3.03 per cent in FY22.
Gross Non-Performing
Assets (NPAs) reduced to
Rs 54,059 crore in the lat-
est quarter from Rs
66,671 crore in the year-
ago period.

Bank of Baroda posts Rs 1,779 cr
profit in March quarter

New Delhi, May 14: 

The gross premium in-
come of non-life insurance
companies grew nearly 24
per cent to Rs 21,326.58 crore
in April, data from IRDAI
showed on Friday. The non-
life insurance companies
had a gross premium busi-
ness worth Rs 17,251.10 crore
in April 2021. Of the total 31
non-life insurance compa-
nies, 24 general insurers reg-
istered a growth of 23.57 per
cent in their gross direct
premium written in April at
Rs 19,705.86 crore, according
to data from the Insurance
Regulatory and
Development Authority of
India (IRDAI). These gener-
al insurers had registered a
premium income worth Rs
15,946.91 crore in April 2021.
The five standalone private

sector health insurance
companies posted a 29.14 per
cent growth in their collec-
tive gross premium income
during the month at Rs
1,550.14 crore, as against Rs
1,200.34 crore in the year-ago
period.

However, the two spe-
cialised PSU insurers --
Agricultural Insurance
Company of India and
ECGC Ltd -- witnessed a de-
cline of over 32 per cent in
their combined premium in-
come at Rs 70.57 crore in
April as against Rs 103.85
crore in the same period a
year ago. While ECGC regis-
tered a growth of 53.41 per
cent at Rs 68.62 crore,
Agricultural Insurance
Company of India reported
a slump of 96.70 per cent in
its premium income at Rs
1.95 crore in April.

Non-life insurers’ gross 
premium income rises 24% 

New Delhi, May 14: 

Billionaire Mukesh
Ambani's Reliance
Industries Ltd climbed two
spots to No. 53 on Forbes'
latest Global 2000 list of
public companies world-
wide. Forbes Global 2000
ranks the largest compa-
nies in the world using four
metrics: sales, profits, as-
sets and market value,
Forbes said releasing the
2022 ranking of the world's
top 2,000 companies.
Reliance is the top-ranked
Indian firm on the list, fol-
lowed by State Bank of
India at No. 105, HDFC
Bank at No. 153 and ICICI
Bank at No. 204. Other top
10 Indian firms on the list
include state-owned Oil and
Natural Gas Corporation

(ONGC) at 228 rank,
Housing Development
Finance Corporation Ltd
(HDFC) at No. 268, Indian
Oil Corporation (IOC) at
No.357, Tata Consultancy
Services Ltd (TCS) at No.
384, Tata Steel at No. 407
and Axis Bank at No. 431.
"Energy and banking sec-
tor corporations were
among the highest-ranking
Indian companies in
Forbes' Global 2000 list of
public companies this
year," the publication said.

Oil-to-telecom-to-retail
conglomerate Reliance,
which recorded sales of
USD 104.6 billion between
April 2021 and March 2022,
became the first Indian
company to generate over
USD 100 billion in annual
revenue.

Reliance top-ranked Indian
firm on Forbes Global 2000 list

Mumbai, May 14: 

The comprehensive
trade agreement between
India and the UAE will
help in creating huge job
opportunities and boost
growth of the domestic
economy, Commerce and
Industry Minister Piyush
Goyal said. The bilateral
pact, officially dubbed as
the Comprehensive
Economic Partnership
Agreement (CEPA) is ex-
pected to increase the bi-
lateral trade in goods to
over USD 100 billion and
trade in services to over
USD 15 billion within five
years. It came into effect
from May 1.

The agreement opens
the door for many sectors,
particularly labour-inten-

sive ones such as textiles,
gem and jewellery, phar-
maceuticals and agricul-
ture, Goyal said while
briefing the media along
with the UAE Minister for
Economy Abdullah Bin
Touq Al Marri here. The
ministers launched 'India-
UAE Start-up Bridge' at
the India-UAE

Partnership Summit, or-
ganised by industry body
CII here. "Clearly millions
of jobs will be added if
our exports which are
now at about USD 36 bil-
lion, which is about nearly
Rs 2.5 lakh crore, grows as
we are planning. And my
own guess estimate is this
partnership can finally go
up to about USD 250 bil-
lion of bilateral trade on
both sides.

"So my sense is that this
will give a big boost to eco-
nomic growth, to jobs.
And the opportunities it
opens not only in the
UAE, but in the larger
ground for the African re-
gion. (It) should signifi-
cantly give a bump up to
the Indian economy as
well," Goyal said.

India-UAE trade pact to create huge job
opportunities, boost economy: Goyal

New Delhi, May 14: 

Retail businesses across
India grew 23 per cent in
April this year in terms of
sales as compared to pre-
pandemic levels of the same
month in 2019 with cus-
tomers coming back to
stores, as per industry body
RAI. According to the latest
survey by Retailers
Association of India (RAI),
retail businesses across re-
gions grew in April 2022
with sales in North India
rising 32 per cent, West
India (24 per cent), East
India and South India (18
per cent growth each) in
comparison to the pre-pan-
demic sales level in April
2019. "It is heartening to see
that customers are back in

the stores, shopping and re-
tailers are witnessing quan-
tity growth in sales," RAI
CEO Kumar Rajagopalan
said.

In terms of categories, the
quick service restaurant
segment grew the highest at
45 per cent in April 2022 over
the corresponding period of
2019, followed by consumer
durables and electronics at
26 per cent. Apparel and

clothing, and sports goods
categories grew by 23 per
cent each, while footwear
rose by 22 per cent, as per
RAI. Food and grocery seg-
ment witnessed a growth of
15 per cent and jewellery
also saw a rise of 8 per cent
in April this year compared
to the same month of 2019.
However, the beauty, well-
ness and personal care seg-
ment is yet to recover to pre-
pandemic levels. It regis-
tered a decline of 1 per cent
in the period under review
as against April 2019.
Rajagopalan, however, said,
"While most of the cate-
gories have shown good per-
formance, it is important to
note that about 10 per cent of
this growth can be account-
ed to inflation.

Retail businesses grow
23 pc in April: RAI

Maruti Suzuki 
finalises site for new

manufacturing 
facility in Haryana

New Delhi, May 14: 

The country's largest carmak-
er Maruti Suzuki India (MSI)
on Friday announced an
investment of Rs 11,000 crore
in the first phase of a new
facility to be set up at Sonipat
in Haryana. The company said
it has completed the process
of allotment of an 800-acre
site at IMT Kharkhoda in
Sonipat district with HSIIDC
(Haryana State Industrial and
Infrastructure Development
Corporation Ltd). The new
plant's first phase with a
manufacturing capacity of 2.5
lakh units per annum is
expected to be commissioned
by 2025, subject to adminis-
trative approvals. In the first
phase, the investment would
be over Rs 11,000 crore, it
added. 

T
he Anil Kapoor starrer 'Thar'
which had an OTT release
has managed to stand out of

the crowd. Riding on the back of its
storyline, picturesque landscapes,
performances and style of filming,
within a week of release, the movie

figures in the global Top 10 Non-
English films on Netflix and is cur-
rently trending in the top spot in

films in India.
An elated Anil Kapoor said, "It's

amazing to see how with Netflix,
boundaries of filmmaking can be pushed
and unique and differentiated films can
find audiences. We are overwhelmed to see
how 'Thar', our attempt at something new,
has found tremendous love on Netflix. Seeing
the film currently trend at no.1 in films in
India is proof that our audience is open to dif-
ferentiated content and pushes us to tell di-
verse stories." Directed and written by Raj
Singh Chaudhary and produced by Anil
Kapoor Film and Communication Network
(AKFC), the film stars Anil Kapoor, Fatima
Sana Shaikh, Harshvarrdhan Kapoor, Satish
Kaushik, Mukti Mohan and Jitendra Joshi in
pivotal roles. Talking about the success of Thar
on Netflix , Harshvarrdhan Kapoor who also
turned producer for the first time for this film
shares, "I've lived with 'Thar' for many years and
at times it felt like it was a distant dream but we

persevered and today this dream has become
a successful reality thanks to Netflix

who have given our story the platform
to reach millions of viewers world-
wide. I am beyond ecstatic to see the

love pouring in for the film in such a
short space of time and looking forward
to how the film grows."

The film has also featured in the Top 10
in Films category on Netflix, in 11 coun-

tries across the world, including India,
Maldives, Mauritius, Bahrain, UAE, Qatar

among others.

ACROSS

1. Forest plant

5. Poe's middle name

10. Again

14. Retain

15. Pioneer Daniel ____

16. Painful

17. Wipe out completely

19. Depots (abbr.)

20. Paraphrased

21. Least rainy

23. Truman's monogram

24. Defeats

25. Med. group

28. Clark ____ (Superman)

31. Cleveland time zone (abbr.)

32. Sentence component

34. Mild oath

36. Devourer

40. Assumed name

42. Halloween shout

43. Night sound

44. Baker's need

45. A few

47. Identical sibling

48. Light brown

50. Actor Sean ____

52. Fishing aid

53. Medicinal amount

56. Informer

58. Main course

59. Mexican resort

64. Go first

65. Group of representatives

67. Towering

68. Wash away

69. Fail to include

70. Associate

71. Out of style

72. Divorce city

DOWN

1. Norse god
2. Judge's gown
3. Building wings
4. Archie Bunker's wife
5. Assisted a crook
6. Folk knowledge
7. Burden
8. Picnic pest
9. Sewing tool
10. Helper
11. Musical tones
12. Delete
13. Mae and Adam
18. Chore
22. Fragrant flowers
25. On vacation

26. Burrowing mammal
27. Diva's specialty
29. Apprehends
30. Scout unit
33. Cowardly and malicious
35. Alaskan port
37. Small city
38. Cleveland's waterfront
39. Budget item
41. Phase
46. Infuriated
49. Required
51. Wine-producing valley
53. Letter after gamma
54. Laker Shaquille ____
55. Horse's chamber
57. Private teacher
59. Much (2 wds.)
60. Relinquish
61. Shade of green
62. Dime or penny
63. Informed about
66. Historic period
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It's never very agreeable to have to
question oneself, Aquarius, but this is
the main objective of today's celestial
aspect. You'll soon be launched into new
adventures. Take advantage of the ener-
gy generated by this planetary configu-
ration to look within and find the source
of some of your failings. 

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

The great period of meditation that started
for you a few weeks ago is now finished,
Pisces. This means that you are going to
have to get back into the real world again!
You are going to have to test out how the
"new and improved" you operates in every-
day life. Get ready. You can expect some real
changes!

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

If you have grievances to voice about
your love life, Aries, this is the day to
speak up. Indeed, anything less than total
honesty won't be tolerated today. You
can expect to confront the “other,"
whether mate, friend, or family member,
on the basis of truth and righteousness.
Know that you'll command their atten-
tion! 

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

Are you thinking of switching careers,
Taurus, or traveling to the other side of
the world? Perhaps you just want to pull
a “Greta Garbo” and stay home with the
shades drawn tight. A series of small
incidents you've recently experienced at
work is likely to inspire the most out-
landish ideas. It must be that you sense
your need for a change of scene.

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

You're likely to find people somewhat
irritating today, Gemini. It's as though
nothing is good enough and nobody
seems to know exactly what he or she
wants. You'll reign supreme within this
conflict and dissatisfaction. You may
even be asked to step in and restore
order. If the conflict is on the domestic
front, go ahead. 

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

You may have felt an oppressive mood
hanging in the air when you woke up this
morning, Cancer. Unfortunately, that haze
of misunderstanding and conflict is likely to
last all day. However, it makes this an ideal
time to speak up about anything that's
bothering you! Don't be shy about going on
the warpath today. If you don't, you're like-
ly to be the target of a surprise attack.

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

The mood you're in today is the stuff of
which memorable encounters are
made, Leo. You'll be wary at first, per-
haps even somewhat hostile to some-
one who dares to intrude on your free-
dom. Then suddenly you'll realize that
this person is someone special, intrigu-
ing, and definitely out of the ordinary.

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

More than ever before, you'll feel as
though it's time to take matters into
your own hands and build your future,
Virgo. You're fed up with living on hope
and putting your happiness off until
tomorrow. Your determination will be
so strong that you may even surprise
yourself. 

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

Libra, this is an ideal moment to address
once and for all the questions that have
been on your mind for the last few
weeks. Pay particular attention to ques-
tions that touch on your sentimental life.
If you're currently involved in unsatisfac-
tory relationships, don't be afraid to
leave them behind. 

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

Something is coming to an end concerning
your lack of confidence in yourself,
Scorpio. You've been hesitant to stand in
the spotlight for quite a while now, perhaps
feeling you weren't quite ready. Well, no
more excuses! Ready or not, you're going
to have to push forward. The only thing you
risk losing is your pride, and that is your
most resilient asset.

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

It's possible that the last few weeks have
allowed you to become a little bit clearer
concerning certain questions you have
about your vocation, Sagittarius. You may
even have a little more clarity about your
feelings regarding what you think your des-
tiny is. It would now be better for you to
stop thinking about such things and let life
take over. You're well armed for this!

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

These last few weeks have been good for your
equilibrium, Capricorn. It was a question of
becoming a bit more involved in life than usual,
and showing what you're capable of. Most
likely you had a mixture of successes and set-
backs, but on the whole, improvements have
been steady. You may have noticed that this or
that about yourself needs improvement, but
isn't that true for everyone?

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20

C R O S S WO R D 300

SOLUTION 299

HOROSCOPE SUNDAY MAY 15

A
ctress Chitrangada Singh, who made her
web debut with the anthology "Modern
Day Love: Mumbai", says the show has

given her a chance to reboot her relationship
with the city.

The actress is playing a housewife, with the
desire to become a novelist, in the segment ti-

tled "Cutting Chai" opposite Arshad Warsi,
also says that women tend to prioritise

family over career most of the time.
As the culture of 'cutting chai' is

quite synonymous with the Mumbai
city, Chitrangada, in conversation

with IANS, shares how her rela-
tionship with the city and its ener-

gy, local trains, 'cutting chai' and
other elements, shaped her as a
professional actress.

"Being an outsider of
Mumbai, as you know I lived

in Delhi before, every-
thing that I have

achieved as a pro-
fessional, is

the result
of my

hard work and a gift of Mumbai. Mumbai is my
karambhoomi. Initially, when I came to the city it was a
little overwhelming and fascinating at the same time be-
cause there is so much hustle-bustle that everyone is
dealing with. Mumbai is a city of enthusiasts, there is
madness and I am now addicted to it!

"But there is a method to the madness and we can
enjoy it once we crack it. 'Cutting Chai' reboot my rela-
tionship with the city," the "Hazaaron Khwaishein Aisi"
fame actress said.

In the anthology, she is playing housewife Latika who
once wanted to become a novelist but her dream and de-
sire took a backseat like many women in our society
due to the duty of looking after her family and child.

Interestingly, Chitrangada also took a sabbatical from
her acting career between 2005 to 2010 despite her suc-
cessful debut with the Sudhir Mishra directorial.

Drawing the similarities from her own journey, she
said: "I think it is not always the men who stop us to pur-
sue our career post marriage, we women also at times
prioritise family matters over careers. You see our men-
tal makeup is different, emotionally post marriage and
motherhood... at times our priority changes. I stopped
working for almost 7 years. It's a complex emotion we
have. That way my journey is similar to my character
Latika."

Chitrangada Singh: I am addicted
to the madness of Mumbai

Overwhelmed by
‘Thar’ success on

Netflix: Anil Kapoor

C
OLORS’ new social
d r a m a
‘Muskuraane Ki

Vajah Tum Ho’ is all set
to portray an engrossing
tale of a single mother
from a small town.
Popular actor Abhishek
Malik has been roped in
to play the character of
Rahul in the show and is
all set to join Tanvi
Malhara and Kunal
Jaisingh, who are essay-
ing the roles of Katha
and Kabir respectively.
Produced by Cockcrow &
Shaika Entertainment,
this show will trail the
life of Katha (played by
Tanvi Malhara), an opti-
mistic young girl from
Nainital, a charming
man with a mysterious
persona Rahul  (essayed
by Abhishek Malik) and
a hardworking man
Kabir (played by Kunal
Jaishingh). However,
their story takes an unex-
pected turn when their
paths collides! It will be
interesting to watch
what is in store for the
three of them and what
has destiny planned for
Kabir, Katha and Rahul.

Abhishek Malik
shares his thoughts on

his character Rahul say-
ing, “I have played vari-
ous characters on screen
in the past, but none like
Rahul. He is a charismat-
ic guy but extremely un-
predictable in nature. His
character is filled with
many shades, and hence
it will be very exciting
for me to bring him to
life. I am glad to be a part
of COLORS’
Muskuraane Ki Vajah
Tum Ho and can’t wait to
shoot with the wonderful
cast of the show.”

Stay tuned for more
updates on ‘Muskuraane
Ki Vajah Tum Ho’, only
on COLORS!

Abhishek Malik
joins‘Muskuraane
Ki Vajah Tum Ho’ 

E
voking the image of an Indian
Black Widow, the fiery and
enigmatic Agent Agni aka

Bollywood actress Kangana Ranaut

is set to enthrall the audiences
in her movie 'Dhaakad'.

She recently visited the Capital
along with co-actors Arjun Rampal,
Divya Dutta, producer Deepak
Mukut and director Razneesh Ghai.
Kangana and the entire cast talked
about their roles and the actress em-
phasised on the challenges in por-
traying her fierce and daring person-
ality. She spoke about how the movie
will compete with Kartik Aaryan's
'Bhool Bhulaiyaa 2' at the box office.

Speaking about her look and how
she prepared for her role, Kangana
shared: "I would like to thank our di-
rector for taking up this project and
doing a movie with me while every-
one suggested to him, 'how you can
do your first movie with Kangana'. I
tried to give my best."

She added while pointing towards
the director: "He was most apprehen-
sive about my weight gain due to
'Thalaivii' and always asked me, 'You
will lose this weight right? you will
lose? and I used to respond, 'Yes I
will," she laughs and adds: "Even I
used to think whether I will be able
to be in shape again for this role
after looking at his face."

Razneesh added what was on his
mind when he took up this project
and Agent Agni's character: "I wrote
the stories for two other guys to por-
tray physically strong woman char-
acters and I wanted to physically
push Kangana as she had done
'Thalaivii' and so it was a gradual
process to lose weight. I wanted to in-
spire children and today's genera-
tion with this movie."

Kangana Ranaut:
‘Dhaakad’ has
longest fight
sequence in 

Hindi cinema 

S
tar Plus longest run-
ning and popular se-
rial Yeh Rishta Kya

Kehlata Hai leading actors
Harshad Chopda plays the
role of Dr. Abhimanyu
Birla and Pranali Rathod
aka Akshara Goenka are
winning hearts with their
performance. The serial
has seen a huge leap over
the years with its intrigu-
ing storyline, nail-biting
scenes and now with the
wedding in line.

‘AbhiRa ki Shaadi’ in
Yeh Rishta Kya Kehlata
Hai is the most talked
about thing in the TV
world. As we hear that the
producer Rajan Shahi has
splurged massive 1.5
crores for the wedding se-
quence that the TV indus-
try will be witnessing in
its history.

After much waiting the
leading pair will finally tie
the knot. A dreamy affair,
no less than a royal wed-
ding that of Priyanka

Chopra, Nick Jonas,
Katrina Kaif, Vicky
Kaushal or Anushka
Sharma, Virat Kohli had.

Inspired by the real wed-
dings of the Bollywood
leading ladies Deepika
Padukone and Priyanka
Chopra, this big fat wed-
ding had been planned at
Samode Palace in
Rajasthan with Akshara
wearing an American dia-
mond studded lehenga
worth around 2.35 lakhs
and donned by a long trail
with a desi twist.

Rajan Shahi’s team had
been scouting locations for
a month for this royal af-
fair to make it a memo-
rable event in TV history.

The upcoming episode
of the show is filled with
twists, turns and more
drama unfolding.

Stay tuned for the
‘AbhiRa’s’ lavish wedding,
every Monday to Saturday
at 9.30 pm only on Star
Plus.

The great Indian
TV wedding
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Bangkok, May 14 (PTI):

Brimming with confi-
dence, India will again look
to punch above their
weight when they run into
14-time winners Indonesia

in the final of Thomas Cup
here on Sunday, seeking to
create history one more
time.

Given their formidable
record, defending champi-
ons Indonesia have been

the team to beat in the com-
petition, but the Indian
men's team has shown its
mettle by bringing down
mighty Malaysia and
Denmark to make its first-
ever final at the prestigious

tournament.
It was a historic moment

for the unheralded Indian
team as despite the odds, it
never lacked in self belief
and displayed exemplarily
mental fortitude to recover

twice from initial reversals
to come on top of their op-
ponents.

Going into the final,
India will look to prove that
it possess the wherewithal
to pull the rugs from under
the feet of their fancied ri-
vals.

While Indonesia have
been relentless with an un-
beaten record, India have
lost just one match --
against Chinese Taipei in
the group stage -- so far in
the competition.

If Indonesia disposed off
China and Japan in the
knockout stage, India went
past five-time former cham-
pions Malaysia and 2016
winner Denmark.

The poster boys of
Indian men's badminton --
Kidambi Srikanth and HS
Prannoy -- have shouldered
the responsibility with an
invincible record of five
wins, while the country's
best doubles pairing of
Satwiksairaj Rankireddy
and Chirag Shetty put their
hands up whenever the
chips were down. The
young combination of
Krishna Prasad Garaga
and Vishnuvardhan Goud
Panjala have proved to be a
weak link but they gave a
good account of themselves
during their losses against
Malaysia and Denmark.

History beckons as India take on 
formidable Indonesia in Thomas Cup Final

Members of India’s badminton team celebrate after India’s H.S. Prannoy wins against Denmark’s Rasmus Gemke during the semifinals
of the Thomas and Uber Cup badminton tournament in Bangkok.

Mumbai, May 14 (PTI):

Their play-offs berth al-
ready secured, high-flying
Gujarat Titans would look
for nothing less than a win
to ensure a top-2 finish when
they take on out-of-reckon-
ing Chennai Super Kings in
an Indian Premier League
match here on Sunday.

Under the brilliant leader-
ship of Hardik Pandya, GT
rose above expectations to
book their play-offs berth
with two matches in hand.

GT are currently at the
top of the table with 18
points from 12 games and a
win on Sunday will more or
less secure them a top-2 fin-
ish, which means they will
get an extra chance of mak-
ing it to the final.

Lying at the second-last
spot, defending champions

CSK are out of the competi-
tion and will play for pride
in their remaining two
games.

The credit for GT's phe-
nomenal run in their open-
ing season largely goes to
their ability to fight back
from adverse situations. But
of late, GT's batting unit has
misfired and Hardik would
be looking for some consis-
tent performances from his
batters. CSK, meanwhile,
have endured a nightmarish
season with nothing work-
ing for them from the start.

MS Dhoni's decision to
hand over captaincy to
Ravindra Jadeja backfired
as the all-rounder never
looked in his comfort zone
with the responsibility, forc-
ing him to return the leader-
ship mantle to the talisman-
ic stumper. If that was not

enough, there were ru-
mours about a fallout be-
tween CSK and Jadeja, who
was released from the camp
before their last match due
to a bruised rib.

Devon Conway has
starred with the bat for CSK
in the limited chances he
got, while the likes of
Shivam Dube and Ruturaj
Gaikwad would look to
prove a point.

If batting was a problem,
CSK's bowling unit lacks
quality in the absence of
Deepak Chahar and Adam
Milne. Mukesh Chaudhary
and Simranjeet Singh have
been impressive but lacked
quality with the new ball,
while Moeen Ali and
Maheesh Theekshana
would need to share the re-
sponsibility in the spin de-
partment.

GT eye top-2 finish with win over
out-of-reckoning CSK

Mumbai, May 14 (PTI):

In impressive form
throughout the season,
Lucknow Super Giants
would look to bounce back
from their previous match
defeat and register a win to
confirm their IPL play-offs
berth when they face anoth-
er aspirants, Rajasthan
Royals, here on Sunday.

LSG were on top of IPL
points table with four wins
on the trot before relin-
quishing that position after
losing to Gujarat Titans in
their previous match.

The KL Rahul-led side,
which is now at second spot
with 16 points, would not
want to lose another game
just before the start of the
knockout round.

The Royals would also
look to make amends for
their all-round failure in
their comprehensive eight-
wicket defeat at the hands
of Delhi Capitals in their
last match.

With 16 points from 12
matches, a win for LSG on
Sunday will confirm their
play-offs berth. For the
Royals too, a victory will
take them on the verge of

securing a last-four stage
spot. The Royals will rely
heavily on England wicket-
keeper-batter Jos Buttler,
who has scored 625 runs
from 12 matches with the
help of three centuries and
as many half centuries. His
team-mates though have
not been in the best of
form.

Captain Sanju Samson
has, again, failed to realise
his full potential though he
has not done bad either. He
has scored 327 runs from 12
matches with two half cen-

turies. The good news for
the Royals is that Devdutt
Padikkal (295 runs from 12
matches) has shown some
consistency with 31 and 48
in the last two matches
though he is yet to make a
big one.

The same is the case with
Shimron Hetmyer (291 from
11 matches), who has
shown a lot of promise but
is yet to fire, though his 31
not out off 16 balls was in-
strumental in the Royals'
six-wicket win over Punjab
Kings.

LSG look to confirm IPL play-offs
berth with win over RR

Mumbai, May 14 (PTI):

The unrest in Chennai
Super Kings camp once
again came to the forefront
after senior batter Ambati
Rayudu announced his
"IPL retirement" on social
media, only to backtrack
within an hour after being
talked out of it by the team
management.

CSK are already out of
play-off race with couple of
matches left but already for-
mer skipper Ravindra
Jadeja has gone home with
a "bruised rib" but not be-
fore adding fuel to the spec-
ulations that he has had a
fall-out with management
after being told relinquish
captaincy.

On Saturday morning,
the 36-year-old former India
white-ball player took to
twitter to announce his de-
cision. "I am happy to an-
nounce that this will be my
last ipl. I have had a won-
derful time playing it and
being a part of 2 great
teams for 13 years. Would
love to sincerely thank
Mumbai Indians and Csk
for the wonderful journey,"

Rayudu had tweeted.
But within an hour, the

post was deleted as CSK
owners and team manage-
ment were completely
caught unawares about
Rayudu's decision which
also raised questions about
the communication chan-
nel in one of the most suc-
cessful teams in IPL history.

"I can confirm that
Ambati Rayudu is not retir-
ing from IPL. Yes, he did
tweet about it. May be it
was in an emotional state
he tweeted. He has been
spoken to and subsequently
deleted the tweet," CSK
CEO Kasi Viswanathan told
PTI.

Mumbai, May 14 (PTI):

Jonny Bairstow has not opened for England in
too many matches in recent times but he is relish-
ing his job at the top of the order for Punjab Kings
in the ongoing Indian Premier League.

Bairstow's 66 off just 29 balls with the help of
four boundaries and seven sixes laid the founda-
tion for a 54-run win for Punjab Kings against
Royal Challengers Bangalore on Friday.

"I am happy with the way I have transitioned to
opening the batting. It has been very enjoyable
being back at the top," Bairstow said at the post-
match press conference. Bairstow arrived late for
this edition of the tournament and initially started
in the middle order, where he struggled to find his
groove. The team management then promoted him
to the top and captain Mayank Agarwal moved
himself down the order. The move yielded result as
after scoring one in his first match as opener
against Gujarat Titans, Bairstow roared back to
form with a 56 against Rajasthan Royals before
Friday's 66. "It's one of those days. A couple of
those come off and it's your day," he said after the
match. Bairstow has mostly batted in the middle
order in the T20Is for England in the last two years,
though he has opened the innings in a few match-
es. He has also kept wickets when Jos Buttler was
not playing. "It's a completely different commodity
playing for England and playing here. Through the
middle, there's a job to do for England. Coming
here, the stats suggest I quite enjoy opening the
batting," said the 32-year-old.

Before Friday's match, Bairstow had scored 136
runs in eight IPL innings at a strike rate of 117.24
but he never thought he was having a tough time in
the tournament.

Unrest in CSK? Rayudu
backtracks after announcing

IPL retirement

Ambati Rayudu

Bairstow enjoying opening
slot for Punjab Kings 

New Delhi, May 14 (PTI):

Tokyo Olympics bronze medallist
Lovlina Borgohain's IBA World
Championship campaign in the 70 kg
category came to an early end after a
disappointing loss in the pre quarterfi-
nals, while her compatriot Pooja Rani
(81kg) cruised to the last eight stage in
Istanbul on Friday. Lovlina, competing
in her first international event since
her podium finish in Tokyo last year,
went down to Cindy Ngamba of Fair
Chance Team (FCT) 1-4 in the pre-quar-
ter finals. On the other hand, two-time
Asian Champion Pooja notched a facile
5-0 win over Hungary's Timea Nagy in
her opening bout. Pooja, the 2014 Asian
Games bronze medallist, who is also
competing in her first competitive tour-
nament since her disappointing Tokyo
Olympics appearance last year, looked
completely in control against Nagy.

The experienced Indian boxer blend-
ed defence and attack to out-punch the
Hungarian, who is a two-time World
Championships bronze medallist.

The Bhiwani boxer will take on
Australia's Jessica Bagley in the quar-
terfinal on Monday.

̈ Boxing World Championships

Lovlina bows out,
Pooja advances to

quarterfinals 
Rome, May 14 (AP):

It was just the type of scrambling,
wear-down-the-opponent mentality and
shot-making that took Novak Djokovic to
within one match of a calendar-year
Grand Slam in 2021.

A spectacle that was missing for so
much of this year when Djokovic didn't
play because he wasn't vaccinated against
the coronavirus.

The top-ranked Djokovic brought the
Foro Italico crowd to its feet with several
memorable points in a 7-5 7-6 (1) win over
Felix Auger-Aliassime to reach the Italian
Open semifinals on Friday.

To conclude a long rally, Djokovic pro-
duced a delicate backhand topspin lob
winner over the leaping Auger-Aliassime
to break serve and lead 4-2 in the second
set. Djokovic celebrated the lob winner by
raising both of his arms above his head
then urged the packed crowd on Campo
Centrale to cheer louder by gesturing
with his hands.

"It was high-level tennis," Djokovic
said. "He did ask me to raise the level and
I had to play consistently well."

While he is still seeking his first title of
the year, Djokovic was ensured by the vic-
tory of holding on to the No. 1 ranking for
another week and have the top seed at the
French Open. Second-ranked Daniil
Medvedev can no longer pass Djokovic

when the rankings are updated on
Monday. Roland Garros starts in nine
days and Djokovic is gearing up for his
first Grand Slam tournament of the year
after he was deported from Australia be-
fore the Australian Open.

Djokovic shows what’s been
missing in Italian Open win

Rome, May 14 (AP):

Not since Serena Williams
seven years ago has another
woman had such a hot streak.

Top-ranked Iga Swiatek rout-
ed Aryna Sabalenka 6-2, 6-1 on
Saturday to extend her winning
streak to 27 matches and reach
the Italian Open final.

Williams won the same num-
ber of consecutive matches over
2014 and 2015.

Aiming to defend her Rome
title and win her fifth straight
tournament, Swiatek dominated
the eighth-ranked Sabalenka
with a mix of power, consistency
and finesse. While she struggled
with her serve at times, Swiatek
was able to consistently crush
both forehand and backhand
winners on the slow, red clay
court at the Foro Italico.

The 20-year-old Polish player
also hit a delicate backhand half-
volley winner in the final game
of the first set. Swiatek had the
same number of winners and
unforced errors, 15, while
Sabalenka produced just eight
winners and had a whopping 31

unforced errors. The hard-hit-
ting Sabalenka took a medical
timeout late in the second set
and had her back treated.
Swiatek, who was a surprise
champion at the French Open in
2020 when she was ranked No.
54, will be the favorite to add a
second title at Roland Garros
when the year's second Grand

Slam starts next weekend. First,
though, Swiatek will face either
Ons Jabeur who is on a 10-match
winning streak or Daria
Kasatkina of Russia in Sunday's
final. The men's semifinals later
featured Novak Djokovic against
Casper Ruud and Alexander
Zverev against Stefanos
Tsitsipas.

Swiatek equals Serena Williams
with 27-match winning streak

Mundka fire: Long wait for
families of missing persons

New Delhi, May 14 (PTI): 

Sitting outside Sanjay
Gandhi Memorial Hospital
in Mangolpuri area here
since Friday night, Suman
(name changed) breaks
down every now and then as
she anxiously awaits an up-
date about the whereabouts
of her elder daughter Pooja
(19). Accompanying the
middle-aged woman is her
younger daughter Pinky
(18), her eyes also swollen
from crying.

Pooja is among the 29
people who remain unac-
counted for after a fire
ripped through a four-
storey building in outer
Delhi's Mundka on Friday

evening. She recently start-
ed working with a CCTV
camera and router manu-
facturing and assembling
company that operated out
of the building. Pooja was
the sole breadwinner of her
family, Suman said. "She
used to say you don't have to
work, I will earn money.
Her father died in 2012. I
used to work as a house
help and earn a meagre
amount. But since she got
the job, she was handling
everything," said a dis-
traught Suman, wiping her
tears. Hearing her mother
talk about Pooja, Pinky too
broke down and said,
"Where is she? We have
been sitting here since last

night. I have been asking
the officials for an update
but they have no answer."

Pinky said when Pooja
left for work on Friday
morning, she could not
have imagined that she
might not come back home.
At least 27 people were
killed and 12 injured in
Friday's fire. Of the de-
ceased, seven have been
identified so far, according
to police. The continuous
wailing of family members
waiting for news about
their loved ones is punctu-
ated by announcements
about helpline numbers for
missing persons. As time
passes, hope is fading for
these families.

Udaipur, May 14 (PTI): 

Amid calls for organisa-
tional changes in the
Congress, party leader
Acharya Pramod on
Saturday said Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra is the "most
popular" face of the party
and should take over its
leadership in case Rahul
Gandhi is not willing to ac-
cept the responsibility.

The call comes in the
midst of deliberations
over organisational re-
structuring and reforms
within the Congress at the
three-day 'Nav Sankalp
Chintan Shivir', where the
leader from Uttar Pradesh
raised the issue of
Hindutva and asked the
leadership to retain the
party's legacy on this front
and win back the confi-
dence of the majority peo-
ple as it respected all reli-
gions and truly represent-

ed Hinduism. He said
Congress president Sonia
Gandhi has talked about
"Chintan, Manthan and
Parivartan" (discussion,
debate and change) and
the younger generation
should get a chance to lead
the party from the front to
bring back the party to
power. He also expressed
hope that a change would
be brought about in the
Congress in Rajasthan

ahead of 2023 state assem-
bly elections. "It is time
Rahul Gandhi should take
over the party reins and if
for some reasons he is not
ready accept the role,
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra
should come forward and
lead the party, as she is the
most popular face in the
country," Pramod told PTI.

He said crores of people
in the country and lakhs of
Congress workers want
that Rahul Gandhi should
take over the party presi-
dent and since he resigned
on moral values, some
people criticised his deci-
sion. "We all again want
that he should take over as
party president, but for
some reasons if he is not
willing to take over, then
crores of people across the
country want the most
popular leaders Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra to take over
in his place.

MP tribals lynched on
cow slaughter suspicion

Bhopal, May 14 (PTI): 

Madhya Pradesh Chief
Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan on Saturday or-
dered the transfer of the
local superintendent of
police in connection with
the lynching of two tribal
men in Seoni by a mob
that accused them of cow
slaughter.

Sampat Bhatti, a resi-
dent of Sagar village, and
Dhansa Inwati of Simaria
village were assaulted by
a mob of 15-20 people, al-
legedly belonging to the
Bajrang Dal, in the early
hours of May 3, resulting
in their deaths later in the
day.

A statement from the
Chief Minister's Office

(CMO) said Chouhan had
ordered the transfer of
Seoni Superintendent of
Police Kumar Prateek and
also directed that a
Special Investigation
Team be set up to probe
the incident.

The entire staff of
Kurai police station and
Badalpur police post,
under whose jurisdiction
the incident took place,
have been removed on the
orders of the CM, it added.

Chouhan also said the
accused have been arrest-
ed, compensation had
been disbursed to the kin
of the two deceased and
jobs to legal heirs were
being arranged.

Meanwhile, MP
Congress chief Kamal
Nath said the CM took ac-
tion under pressure from
the opposition party and
the state's tribals.

Jammu, May 14 (PTI): 

National Conference vice
president Omar Abdullah
on Saturday expressed con-
cern over the "dangerous
game" of polarisation
"being played" in the coun-
try and claimed that even
his party is being looked at
with suspicion despite
thousands of its workers
sacrificing their lives in
Jammu and Kashmir.

"The people are fright-
ened to go outside Jammu
and Kashmir because of
the prevailing situation in
the country, where the first
person under attack is a
Muslim A dangerous game
is being played by exploit-
ing the sentiments of a par-
ticular community (against
another)," Abdullah said

addressing a party workers'
rally in Poonch district.

Accompanied by senior
NC colleagues including
General Secretary Ali
Mohammad Sagar and for-
mer minister Mian Altaf,
Abdullah travelled from
Srinagar to Poonch
through the historic
Mughal Road and offered
prayers at 'Peer Ki Gali'
shrine enroute for peace
and prosperity of the peo-
ple of Jammu and
Kashmir.

Taking strong exception
to the developments over
azan (Muslim call for
prayer), 'halal' meat and
Hijab (head scarf) in the re-
cent past, the former chief
minister said "some people
have problems with every-
thing about Muslims" even

as the Constitution treats
every religion equally.

"There should be no reli-
gious difference. By pitch-
ing one religion against an-
other, India is being de-
stroyed," he warned.

In an apparent reference
to the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP), the NC leader

said they are looking at his
party with suspicion.

"We do not understand
what our fault is. We
linked with the country,
gave numerous sacrifices
as thousands of our work-
ers and leaders were killed
and those at the podium
are the ones who had a
narrow escape (in terror
attacks)," he said.
Abdullah said the National
Conference (NC) is target-
ed because it talks about
having friendly relations
with the neighbouring
country.

"When it (BJP govern-
ment) holds talks with
them (Pakistan), there is
no problem but when we
advocate for dialogue (for
peace in the region) we are
dismissed as anti-nation-

als," he said and referred to
the statement of former
prime minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee that 'Dost Badle
Ja Sakte Hain, Padosi
Badle Nahi Ja Sakte' (you
can change your friends
but not neighbours).

"We were reminding
them of the statement of
Vajpayee so that there is
peace on the borders and
the border residents can
take their livestock across
the fence for grazing. War
is not going to take us any-
where but friendship will,"
he said.

He said the NC's dia-
logue with the neighbour-
ing country was its fault
but wondered what hap-
pened after a prolonged
hostility on the borders be-
tween the two countries.

Cong slams wheat export
ban, says move ‘anti-farmer’

Udaipur, May 14 (PTI): 

The Congress on
Saturday hit out at the gov-
ernment over the ban on
the export of wheat, say-
ing it was an "anti-farmer"
measure as it deprives
farmers of reaping the
benefit of higher export
prices. According to an of-
ficial notification, India
has banned wheat exports
with immediate effect as
part of measures to con-
trol rising domestic prices.

Asked about the govern-
ment's move at a press con-
ference on the second day
of the Congress' ongoing
'Chintan Shivir' here, sen-
ior leader and former fi-
nance minister P
Chidambaram said, "I pre-
sume that it is because the
central government has

failed to procure enough
wheat. It is not that wheat
production has come
down, it is more or less the
same. In fact, it may be
marginally more."

Chidambaram said that
on Friday, a Chhattisgarh
minister had told him that
the government there had
procured 97 lakh tonnes of
paddy. If procurement had
taken place, there would
not have been any need to
ban the export of wheat,
he said.

"But let me add, banning
the export of wheat is an
anti-farmer measure. It de-
prives the farmer of reap-
ing the benefits of higher
export prices. It is an anti-
farmer measure and I am
not surprised, this govern-
ment has never been very
friendly to the farmer,"

Chidambaram said.
The Directorate General

of Foreign Trade (DGFT)
said in a notification dated
May 13, "The export policy
of wheat is prohibited
with immediate effect."

However, the export
shipments for which irrev-
ocable letters of credit
(LoC) have been issued on
or before the date of this
notification will be al-
lowed, the DGFT said.

p CM orders transfer of
SP, setting up of SIT
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Acharya Pramod 

Omar Abdullah

Trinamool Congress (TMC) and Jai Hind Bahini workers stage a protest over the hike in prices of petrol, diesel and
LPG cylinders, in Malda district, Saturday.

PRICE HIKE PROTESTED

People click photos of a flock of flamingos standing in a pond during the Flamingo Festival on the occasion of
World Migratory Bird Day, at Talawe wetlands in Navi Mumbai, Saturday. 

FLAMINGO FESTIVAL

Printed and Published by Sameer Maheshwari on behalf of Ramgopal Investments Pvt. Ltd. at Navbharat Press, Navbharat Bhawan, Press Complex, Raipur. Editor in Chief - Sameer Maheshwari. Editor: Sameer Shukla  (Responsible for selection of news under PRB Act.),
Phone: (0771) 4257700 Fax : (0771) 4257703 , Postal Regn. No. C.G./RYPD.N./62/2019-21, Regd. No. 26172/74/RNI

The Congress is likely to bring in a measure to en-
sure 50 per cent representation to Scheduled Castes,
Scheduled Tribes, OBCs and minorities at all levels of
the party organisation. A decision on this has been
taken by the panel on social justice and empowerment
formed by party chief Sonia Gandhi to lead discus-
sions on this issue at the Congress' three-day 'Nav
Sankalp Chintan Shivir' here, party leader K Raju
said. He added that it is likely to be recommended for
approval of the Congress Working Committee. Raju
said the panel is also likely to propose establishing a
social justice advisory council to the Congress presi-
dent. This advisory council will look at issues and give
recommendation to the president, he said.

50% quota for weaker 
sections in party posts

Omar concerned over ‘dangerous
game’ of polarisation in country

AAI to commission
Jabalpur airport's new

terminal building 
New Delhi, May 14 (PTI):
The Airports Authority of
India (AAI) will commis-
sion a new terminal build-
ing at the Jabalpur airport
in Madhya Pradesh by
March next year, accord-
ing to an official statement
on Saturday.

The new terminal build-
ing will be equipped with
world-class passenger fa-
cilities and have the capac-
ity to handle 500 passen-
gers during peak hours,
the AAI's statement said.

Spread over an area of
1,15,315 square feet, the
terminal building will
have three aerobridges, an
advanced baggage screen-
ing system, a modern food
court in the landscape
area and a well-planned
parking for over 300 cars
and buses. "The proposed
terminal building will
welcome the passengers
with glimpses of vibrant
Gond paintings, local
handicrafts, murals and
popular tourist destina-
tions of Madhya Pradesh,"
it stated. According to the
statement, not just the ter-
minal building, the entire
airport is also getting up-
graded.

The runway is being ex-
tended to make it suitable
to handle A320-type air-
craft, a new 38-metre-high
air traffic control tower is
being built, a new fire sta-
tion and ancillary build-
ings are being built under
this project at the
Jabalpur airport, it said.
The entire project will cost
Rs 412 crore.

‘Priyanka most popular face,
should take over party chief’

Former Punjab Cong chief Sunil Jakhar quits party
Chandigarh, May 14 (PTI): 

Good luck and goodbye
Congress , former Punjab
Congress chief Sunil
Jakhar said on Saturday
as he announced his deci-
sion to quit the party
which had last month re-
moved him from all posi-
tions for alleged anti-
party activities.

The 68-year-old dis-
gruntled Congress leader,
whose decision comes as
the electorally battered
party discusses the way
forward during a three-
day Chintan Shivir' in
Udaipur, went live on his
Facebook page to make
the announcement.

It is my parting gift to

the party. These are my
last words to
Congressmen. Good luck
and goodbye Congress,
Jakhar said while assert-
ing that it was the end of
an association that
spanned 50 years and
three generations. You
broke (my) heart, Jakhar
said in a no-holds-barred
attack.

Jakhar's is the latest
high profile resignation
from the party. Among
those who have exited the
party recently are
Amarinder Singh,
Ashwani Kumar and
RPN Singh, all long-time
leaders of the party.

During his 'dil ki baat'
Facebook live, Jakhar

said the Udaipur meeting
was nothing more than
fulfilling a formality and
should have been a chinta
shivir instead of a chin-
tan shivir , more about
worry' than introspec-
tion'.

Stating that Congress
governments had always
faced allegations of
kitchen cabinet and co-
teries, Jakhar alleged
that in his 20 years of ac-
tive politics coteries have
now turned into gangs .

I am saying this with
full responsibility, he
said.

Offering advice to for-
mer president Rahul
Gandhi, Jakhar said he
should learn to make the

distinction between
friend and foe. He also
asked him to take reins of
the party in his hands
and stay away from 'chap-
loos' (sycophants).

Stating that the Gandhi
family's presence in the
party was essential,
Jakhar called Rahul
Gandhi a very good, very
fine and upright person
and said it was because of
him that he had been in
the Congress for so many
years.

If you cannot under-
stand the difference be-
tween friend and foe, then
understand between as-
sets and liabilities, he
said in his message to
Rahul Gandhi.

Good luck, goodbye Congress
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Review
LLuucckknnooww:: Uttar Pradesh
Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath on Saturday
reviewed the arrange-
ments in Kushinagar
ahead of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's proposed
visit on Monday on the
occasion of Buddha
Purnima. Kushinagar is
the place where Lord
Buddha is believed to have
attained Mahaparinirvana
after his death.

Watery grave
LLaattuurr:: Five women, all
itinerant sugarcane cut-
ters, drowned in an irri-
gation pond in Ahmedpur
tehsil of Maharashtra's
Latur district on Saturday
morning, police said. The
incident took place at
Tulshiram Tanda village
around 8.30 am when the
victims were washing
clothes in the pond, an
official from the Kingao
police station said.

Fire 
AAmmrriittssaarr:: A massive fire
broke out at the govern-
ment-run Guru Nanak
Dev Hospital here on
Saturday, said police.
However, no casualty was
reported, they said.
Nearly ten fire tenders
were pressed into service
to put out the fire. A blast
took place in the trans-
former near the hospital
OPD that led to the fire,
which engulfed cardiolo-
gy, X-ray and dermatol-
ogy departments.

Mishap
AAlliirraajjppuurr:: An irate mob
set a multi-utility vehicle
on fire and threw its driv-
er into the flames result-
ing in his death after it
had fatally run over a
minor girl in Alirajpur dis-
trict in Madhya Pradesh,
a police official said on
Saturday. 

Addl judges 
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Five additional
judges were on Saturday
appointed in three high
courts. While three judi-
cial officers have been
elevated as additional
judges in the Calcutta
High Court, one advocate
each was appointed as
additional judge in
Chhattisgarh and Kerala
high courts. The
Department of Justice in
the Law Ministry issued
notifications announcing
the fresh appointments.

Suicide
PPiilliibbhhiitt:: A 35-year-old
farmer allegedly shot him-
self to death in his village
agricultural field with his
wife attributing his suicide
to his heavy debt from
local money lenders and a
rural bank, police said on
Saturday. Om Prakash of
Shahbajpur village in the
Bisalpur Kotwali police
station area committed
suicide by shooting him-
self in his farming field on
Friday night while the
body was spotted by vil-
lagers on Saturday morn-
ing, they said.
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Boys take a bath in a 
tubewell to beat the heat on

a hot summer day, in
Jalandhar, Saturday.
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Raipur, May 14: 

The results of Class X
and XII examinations con-
ducted by the
Chhattisgarh Board of
Secondary Education
(CGBSE) were declared on
Saturday, with girls out-
shining boys in the overall
pass percentage.

Announcing the results
here at the Board office,
state School Education
Minister Premsai Singh
Tekam said the total pass
percentage in the Class
XII exams was 79.30 per
cent while it was 74.23 per
cent for the Class X exams.

"In the Class XII exams,
girls have recorded a pass
percentage of 81.15 per
cent, while 77.03 per cent
of boys have passed. In the
Class X exams, 78.84 per
cent girls passed. This fig-
ure for boys stood at 69.07
per cent, Tekam said.

A total of 2,92,611 stu-
dents had registered for

CGBSE Higher Secondary
School Certificate
Examination (12th) this
year, but only 2,87,673 stu-
dents, comprising 1,29,213
boys and 1,58,460 girls, ap-
peared, he said, adding
that results of 2,87,485 stu-
dents were declared, of
which 2,27,991 (79.30 pc)
passed.

He said 3,75,694 regular
students registered for
CGBSE High School
Certificate Examination

(10th) out of which
3,63,301 students, compris-
ing 1,71,539 boys and
1,91,762 girls, sat for the
exams.

Results of 3,63,007 stu-
dents were declared, with
2,69,478 (74.23 pc) passing,
Tekam said, adding that
results of the remaining
students in the two exams
were withheld due to vari-
ous reasons.

"In the Class X and XII
merit list, girls fared bet-

ter than boys. Out of 22
students who made it to
the Class XII merit list, 13
are girls. Out of 71 stu-
dents in the merit list of
the Class X exams, 52 are
girls," he informed.

In the Class XII exam,
with 98.20 per cent, Kunti
Sao of Adarsh Gramya
Bharati HS School
Pussore, Raigarh has se-
cured top position fol-
lowed by Khushboo
Wadhwani of St Joseph
Convent English Medium
HS School Bilaspur with
96.40 per cent.

Renuka Chandra of
Sanskar Eng Med HS
School Jami Jaipur,
Janjgir-Chammpa bagged
third rank with 95.80 per
cent.

In the Class X exam,
Suman Patel of Mona
Modern HS School
Baramkela (Raigarh) and
Sonali Bala of
Government HS School
Gundamhur in Naxal-hit
Kanker district have
topped with 98.67 per cent,
while six students bagged
second position with 98.17
per cent and four students
secured third position
with 98 percent, he said.

Dhamtari, May 14: 

A 30-year-old woman
was trampled to death by
wild elephants in
Dhamtari district, officials
said on Saturday.

The incident occurred
on Friday late night in
Pardhi village under the
south Singpur forest range
when Sukhma Bai Kamar
was sleeping at her hut, a
forest official said.

On spotting the move-
ment of a herd of around
23 elephants towards
Pardhi village, forest per-
sonnel had alerted local
people and shifted them to
a safe place in a vehicle.
However, the deceased
woman denied leaving her
hut and stayed there, he
said.

The forest staff again
reached the village to con-
vince the woman to leave
the place at around 2 am
on Saturday but by then
elephants had surrounded
her hut. The herd de-
stroyed the hut and tram-
pled the woman to death,
he said. The elephants
were later chased away, he

said. An immediate aid of
Rs 25,000, has been provid-
ed to the son of the de-
ceased, the official said.

Last month, five people
were killed in separate in-
cidents of attack by a fe-
male elephant in the
Dhamtari forest division.
The jumbo was later found
dead in the neighbouring
Gariaband district forest.

Udaipur, May 14 (PTI): 

The Congress on
Saturday called for enact-
ing a law guaranteeing
minimum support price
(MSP) for crops and said
its aim is to ensure that
farmers are "debt-free".

Addressing a press con-
ference on the second day
of the ongoing 'Chintan
Shivir' here, senior
Congress leader and for-
mer Haryana chief minis-
ter Bhupinder Singh
Hooda also said the party
would strongly oppose any
move by the government
to bring back the three
farm laws that were re-

pealed earlier. Hooda, who
is the convener of the
group deliberating on
agriculture and farmers'
issues at the shivir, said
key issues before the com-
mittee included a law for
guaranteeing MSP to
farmers, climate change's
effect on agriculture,

"poor" implementation of
the government's crop in-
surance scheme and insti-
tutional credit investment.

There is also a proposal
to demand setting up of a
national farm debt relief
commission to suggest
ways and solve debt-relat-
ed grievances of farmers

through conciliation and
negotiation as done in the
case of industrial loans,
Hooda said.

Agriculture should be
treated at par with indus-
try as far as banking is
concerned, he said.

"Our aim is to go from
loan waiver to making
farmers debt-free. How
will we do that? ...whether
there should be legal
guarantee on MSP. The
consensus is that there
should be legal guarantee
for it. This is the demand
from all kisan unions and
as a farmer I also believe
that it should be there,
Hooda said. He said the
NDA government prom-
ised to double income of
farmers, but doubled
their debt instead.

Bijapur, May 14 (PTI):  

A jawan of the
Chhattisgarh Armed Force
(CAF) was injured when a
pressure improvised explo-
sive device (IED), planted by
Naxals, exploded in Bijapur
district on Saturday, police
said.

The incident occurred
around 11 am near
Pandemurga village under
Nelasnar police station lim-
its, where a road opening
party (ROP) of the CAF's
8th battalion was out for pa-
trolling, Inspector General
of Police (Bastar range)
Sundarraj P said.

When the patrolling
team, that had launched the
operation from Nelasnar
camp, was cordoning off the
route ahead of
Pandemurga, constable

Ramnath Maurya stepped
on the pressure IED connec-
tion, triggering the blast, he
said. The jawan, who sus-
tained serious injuries on
his legs, was shifted to a pri-
mary health centre
Nelasnar, from where he
was referred to Dantewada
district hospital, he said.

New Delhi, May 14 (PTI): 

The Supreme Court is
likely to hear next week
the plea of the manage-
ment of Gyanvapi mosque
against the ongoing sur-
vey of the Gyanvapi-
Shringar Gauri complex
in Varanasi in Uttar
Pradesh.

According to the order,
uploaded on the apex
court's website on
Saturday, the plea of the
Committee of
Management Anjuman
Intezamia Masjid, which
manages the affairs of
Gyanvapi mosque, would
be heard by a bench head-
ed by Justice D Y
Chandrachud. The date of

the proposed hearing has
not been uploaded on the
apex court's website till
now.

On Friday, a bench head-
ed by Chief Justice N V

Ramana had refused to
pass any interim order of
status quo against the on-
going survey of the reli-
gious complex on the plea
of the Muslim side.

Agartala, May 14 (PTI): 

In a surprise move, BJP
made Rajya Sabha MP
Manik Saha the new chief
minister of Tripura, suc-
ceeding Biplab Kumar Deb
who resigned earlier on
Saturday.

Saha, the BJP's state presi-
dent, was elected the legisla-
ture party leader at a meet-
ing at the chief minister's of-
ficial residence soon after a
crestfallen Deb tendered his
resignation to Governor SN
Arya. As Deb proposed the
69-year-old Saha's name in
the meeting, minister Ram
Prasad Paul protested,
which led to a scuffle among

MLAs. Paul also broke a few
chairs before the situation
was calmed, sources said.
Paul wanted deputy chief
minister Jishnu Dev Varma,
a member of the erstwhile
Tripura royal family, as the
next chief minister of the
state, they said. Senior BJP

leaders Bhupender Yadav
and Vinod Tawde were ob-
servers for the election of the
legislature party leader. "I
was a common worker of the
party and will continue to be
so," Saha told reporters after
being named the next chief
minister.

Deb, 50, resigned a day
after meeting Union Home
Minister Amit Shah and BJP
president JP Nadda in New
Delhi. "Party is above all. I
am a loyal worker of the BJP.
I hope I have done justice to
the responsibilities that were
given to me -- whether it was
as BJP state president or as
Tripura chief minister. I
have worked for the overall
development of Tripura, and
to ensure peace for the peo-
ple of the state," Deb said
after resigning.

New Delhi, May 14 (PTI): 

With retail prices of
wheat and wheat flour ris-
ing by 14-20 per cent in the
last one year, the govern-
ment has banned wheat ex-
ports to control rising do-
mestic prices and meet the
foodgrain requirement of
neighbouring and vulnera-
ble countries.

"The export policy of
wheat is prohibited with im-
mediate effect ," the
Directorate General of
Foreign Trade (DGFT) said
in a notification issued late
Friday. The export ship-
ments for which irrevocable
letters of credit (LoC) have
been issued on or before the
date of this notification will

be allowed. The opposition
party Congress criticised
the government for impos-
ing the ban, saying it has
taken a 'U turn' on the issue,
but the top government offi-
cials justified the move stat-
ing that the restrictions
have been taken at the
"right time" and primarily
to tame inflation.

"When publicity drives
decisions, you get Policy
Bankruptcy," Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi tweet-
ed. Former Finance
Minister P Chidambaram
said, "...banning the export
of wheat is an anti-farmer
measure. It deprives the
farmer of reaping the bene-
fits of higher export prices.
It is an anti-farmer measure

and I am not surprised, this
government has never been
very friendly to the farmer."

According to the DGFT
notification, wheat exports
will be allowed on the basis
of permission granted by
the Government of India to
other countries to meet
their food security needs
and based on the request of
their governments.

India's wheat exports
stood at an all-time high of
7 million tonnes, valuing
USD 2.05 billion, in 2021-22
fiscal year on better de-
mand for Indian wheat
from overseas. Of the total
wheat exports, around 50
per cent of shipments were
exported to Bangladesh in
the last fiscal.

New Delhi, May 14 (PTI): 

The CBI has booked
seven suspected punters in
connection with two sepa-
rate cases related to al-
leged fixing of 2019 Indian
Premier League matches
"based on inputs" from
Pakistan, officials said
Saturday.

The central agency has
started a country-wide
probe and was carrying
out searches at seven loca-
tions in Delhi, Hyderabad,
Jaipur and Jodhpur, they
said. The agency received
inputs that "a network of
individuals involved in

cricket betting are influ-
encing the outcome of
Indian Premer League
(IPL) matches based on in-
puts received from
Pakistan", the FIRs al-
leged.

The CBI has named one
Dileep Kumar, based in
Rohini, Delhi, and
Gurram Vasu and Gurram
Satish based in Hyderabad
in its first FIR as accused
while Sajjan Singh,
Prabhu Lal Meena, Ram
Avtar and Amit Kumar
Sharma, all from
Rajasthan, have been
named in the second.

The racket allegedly op-
erating from Rajasthan is
continuing since 2010
while another is on since
2013, they said.

GIRLS OUTSHINE BOYS

CGBSE Class X, XII results declared

School Education Minister Dr Premsai Singh declaring the result.

Class XII: 2,87,673 appeared 
Class XII : 79.30 % pass
Class X: 3,63,301 appeared
Class X: 74.23 % pass

In the Class XII exam, with
98.20 per cent, Kunti Sao of
Adarsh Gramya Bharati HS
School Pussore, Raigarh has
secured top position. In the
Class X exam, Suman Patel of
Mona Modern HS School
Baramkela (Raigarh) and
Sonali Bala of Government
HS School Gundamhur in
Naxal-hit Kanker district have
topped with 98.67 per cent.

Results at a glance

Toppers of Class X
and Class XII

Wild tuskers kill woman

The incident occurred on
Friday late night in Pardhi vil-
lage under the south Singpur
forest range when Sukhma
Bai Kamar was sleeping at her
hut. On spotting the move-
ment of a herd of around 23
elephants towards Pardhi vil-
lage, forest personnel had
alerted local people and shift-
ed them to a safe place in a
vehicle. However, the
deceased woman denied leav-
ing her hut and stayed there.
The forest staff again reached
the village to convince the
woman to leave the place at
around 2 am on Saturday but
by then elephants had sur-
rounded her hut. The herd
destroyed the hut and tram-
pled the woman to death.

About the incident

CAF constable injured in IED blast
̈ By Naxals

The incident occurred around
11 am near Pandemurga vil-
lage under Nelasnar police
station limits, where a road
opening party (ROP) of the
CAF's 8th battalion was out
for patrolling. When the
patrolling team, that had
launched the operation from
Nelasnar camp, was cordon-
ing off the route ahead of
Pandemurga, constable
Ramnath Maurya stepped on
the pressure IED connection,
triggering the blast. 

About the incident

JMI revises entrance
test schedule

New Delhi, May 14 (PTI): 

Jamia Millia Islamia (JMI) on
Saturday issued a revised
schedule for the entrance
tests for its undergraduate
and postgraduate pro-
grammes, with the exams
commencing from the second
week of June.
The entrance tests for non-
CUET courses were scheduled
to begin on June 2. However,
according to the new notifica-
tion, the entrance tests will
start on June 11.
"The vice-chancellor (Najma
Akhtar) has very kindly
approved to reschedule the
dates of entrance tests... in
view of the extension in the
last date of filling CUET form
and the ongoing regular
examination of CBSE," the
university said in the notifica-
tion along with the revised
dates for the entrance exams.

CONG CHINTAN SHIVIR

Cong for law guaranteeing MSP for crops
̈ Says want to make

farmers ‘debt-free’

Congress interim President Sonia Gandhi, party leader Rahul
Gandhi and others during a meeting of AICC General Secretaries,
In-charges, PCC Presidents and CLPs on day 2 of the party's Nav
Sankalp Shivir, in Udaipur.

SC to hear plea of Gyanvapi mosque
committee against ongoing survey

View of Kashi Vishwanath Temple Dham and Gyanvapi Masjid
complex, in Varanasi, Saturday.

SURPRISE DECISION

Manik Saha to be new Tripura CM

Newly appointed Tripura 
Chief Minister Manik Saha
with former chief minister

Biplab Kumar Deb and Union
Minister Bhupender Yadav, in

Agartala, Saturday.

̈ Amid scuffle 
at party meet 

CBI books 7 with links to
alleged fixing in IPL 2019
̈ Pak angle 

being probed

India bans wheat exports
to control domestic prices

Kathmandu, May 14 (PTI): 

A surgeon couple from Gujarat
scripted history on Friday by
becoming the first Indian doctor
couple to climb Mount Everest,
while another Indian climber
conquered the world's fourth-
highest peak without using sup-
plemental oxygen, Nepal's
media reported on Saturday.
Dr Hemant Lalitchandra Leuva
and his wife Dr Surbhiben
Hemant Leuva stood atop the
8,849-meter (29,032-foot) sum-
mit at around 8:30 am on Friday,
becoming the first Indian doctor
couple to climb the world's
highest peak, said Rishi
Bhandari, Managing Director at
Satori Adventure.
Hemant is a professor of sur-

gery at NHL Municipal Medical
College and his wife works as
chief medical officer with
Gujarat Vidyapith. The couple,
serving at different health facili-
ties in Ahmedabad, made it to
the top of Mt Everest with the
message of saving the environ-
ment, The Himalayan Times
reported. Skalzang Rigzin, a
climber from Ladakh, made it to
the top of Mt Lhotse (8,516m)
on Friday morning, according to
Babu Sherpa, Managing Director
at Peak Promotion Pvt Ltd, the
newspaper said in a separate
report.
Rigzin, 41, is the first Indian
climber to have reached Mt
Annapurna without using sup-
plemental oxygen. He climbed
Mt Annapurna on April 28.

Surgeon couple from Gujt
becomes India’s first doctor
couple to scale Mt Everest

AIMIM chief Asaduddin Owaisi
on Saturday questioned the
"silence" of Opposition parties,
including the Congress and SP,
on the video survey of the
Gyanvapi Masjid complex in
Varanasi, alleging that they are
keeping mum because Muslims
are not their vote bank. Owaisi
said the Constitution allows
Muslims to follow their culture
and identity and "we would con-
tinue to do so, both at home and
outside". "Why Opposition par-
ties like Congress, Samajwadi
Party and Bahujan Samaj Party
are silent on the issue of the
Gyanvapi mosque? They are not
saying anything because
Muslims are not their vote
bank," AIMIM chief said.

Owaisi questions
‘silence’ of Oppn
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Bhilai, May 14: The ac-
tivists of Shri Ram
Janmotsav Samiti has ex-
tended support to the state
wide "Jail Bharo" agita-
tion to be organised by
Bharatiya Janata Party on
May 16. A meeting in this
regard was organised at
the residence of former
Assembly Speaker Prem
Prakash Pandey.

The meeting responded
to the appeal of Bharatiya
Janata Party for coopera-
tion from all social and re-
ligious organizations, so
Shri Ram Janmotsav

Samiti will be involved in
the Jail Bharo agitation in
the entire Durg district.

It was decided that the
activists  from Kumhari,
Charoda, Bhilai-3,
Khursipar, Puraina,
Chhawni, Jamul, Camp
and Sector-1 will congre-
gate at Central Avenue
Ganesh Pandal in Sector-1
at the most by 13:00 hrs on
May 16. Similarly, mem-
bers from Sector-2, Sector-
3, Sector-4 will collect at
Sector-2 Ganesh pandal
whereas workers of
Sector-5, Sector-6 will be
present at Berozgar
Square.

The ac-
tivists from
area of Sector-
7, Supela,
Vaishalinagar,
Risali collect
at Globe
Square (Rail
Chowk) while
the workers
from Sector-8,
S e c t o r - 1 0 ,
Nehru Nagar,
Smriti Nagar
will collect at
the Ganesh
pandal on
C e n t r a l
Avenue. Last but not least,
the activists from Sector-9,

HUDCO will collect near
32 Bungalows, Y Shaped

Bridge.
The leader of this

movement is the state
unit of Bharatiya Janata
Party, Chhattisgarh.
Among those present
were Shri Ram
Janmotsav Samiti's State
President Ramesh Mane,
Zonal General Secretary
Budhan Thakur, District
President Sevak Ram
Sahu, Executive
President Praveen
Pandey, District General
Secretary Madan Sen,
Basant Pradhan,
Joginder Sharma,
Deepak Mishra,
Treasurer Vinod Singh,
members of Core Group
Tej Bahadur Singh,

Shyam Lal Sahu, Vishnu
Pathak, Munna Pandey,
Dheeraj Shukla, KK
Tiwari, Arvind Jain,
Murlidhar Agarwal, Vice
President Jaishankar
Chaudhary, Prashant
Pandey, KL Srivastava,
District Secretary RP
Singh, Kamil Robert,
Pappu Tiwari, Mukesh
Pandey, Rajkumar Sao,
Councilor Bhojram
Sinha, Mahesh Verma,
Daya Singh, Veena
Chandrakar, Smita
Dodke, Shakuntala Sahu,
Dharmendra Bhagat,
Sarita Baghel, Upasana
Sahu, Shyam Sundar Rao,

Rashmi Singh, Mukhya
Sakha Prakhand
President Ram Kumar
Gupta, Mevalal Yadav,
Arvind Verma,
Sachchidanand Tiwari,
Sanjay Sahu, Ravindra
Raul, Ramu Rao, Poshan
Sahu, Youth Wing District
General Secretary Dilip
Kesharwani, Rinku Sahu,
Raja Sandhu, Youth Wing
Block President Aman
Verma, Aditya Karush,
Pramod Sahu, Anjay
Pandey, Amit Singh,
Sunny Pandey, Kanhaiya,
V Shiv Ram, Yashwant
Rajput and all devotees of
Lord Ram were present.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 14: The fort-
night long summer camp
organized for students in
the school concluded on
Saturday. Daljeet Singh
Thind, Brand Ambassador
of Skating in Chhattisgarh
graced the occasion of the
closing ceremony of the
summer camp. The infor-
mal programme com-
menced at 6:00 hrs in the
school playground in the
presence of Bipin
Deshmukh, Principal, SSV
and the Chief Guest.

The highlights of the
programme were speeches
and views expressed by the
students of spoken English
and Personality
Development classes,
demonstration of skills in
dance, music and various

games viz, Football, Table
Tennis, Volley Ball and
Karate. The formal pro-
gramme commenced with
the lighting of the lamp
and garlanding the por-
traits of Goddess Saraswati
and Paramacharya Sri
Chandrashekharendra
Saraswati Swamigal fol-
lowed by welcoming of the
guests.

Amal Talukdar and
Runa Goswami, incharges,
summer camp, 2022 ad-

dressed the gathering and
expressed their views
about the camp in Hindi
and English respectively.
An inspirational song was
performed by the school
choir under the guidance of
Vandana Mishra and
Devyani Dindal.

S Swaminathan,
Secretary, SSES, in his ad-
dress applauded the efforts
put in by the organizers of
the summer camp and also
declared that the scope of

activities will be widened
in the coming years.
Certificate of Participation
and tokens of appreciation
were distributed to all the
participants of various ac-
tivities. Trainers were also
felicitated by the Chief
Guest.

Bipin Deshmukh,
Principal, SSV, congratulat-
ed the students and train-
ers for the successful con-
duct of the camp and took
the opportunity to stress on
the importance of physical
fitness in everyone's life.
Harish Chandra
Chattwani, Vice-Principal,
SSV, Shobha Nair and S
Usha, Headmistresses, SSV
were also present on the oc-
casion. Vote of thanks was
proposed by Anita Verma.
The programme concluded
with the National Anthem.

Rickshaw-puller’s 
daughter clinches eighth

position in merit list 
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 14: Daughter
of a rickshaw puller bagged
the eighth position in the
state merit list of Class 12
exam. State education
board declared the results
of class 10th and 12th on
Saturday.

Madhuri Sarthi, a resi-
dent of Harnabandha in
Durg has secured eighth po-
sition in the merit list. Soon
after declaration of the
merit list, Durg MLA Arun
Vora and Mayor Dheeraj
Bakliwal reached her resi-
dence to greet Madhuri and
her family.

Madhuri is a student of
Government School situat-
ed in Takiyapara of Durg.
Her father Veeru Sarthi is a
rickshaw puller while her
mother and grandmother

work as domestic help.
Overcoming the adverse sit-
uations, Madhuri worked
hard and secured a position
in the merit list. She scored
94% marks in the class 12th
exam. Madhuri credits her
success to the support of
the family members. She
said that even after being
poor, her parents always
supported her. She lives in a
single room house with her
family and managed to
study with dedication and
commitment in such ad-
verse conditions.

Samyukt Jan Sangharsh Morcha to 
stage Jail Bharo agitation today

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 14: Pressing
a charter of 13 demands,
the Samyukt Jan
Sangharsh Morcha is
going to stage Jail Bharo
agitation on May 15.
Chhattisgarh Mukti
Morcha Mazdoor
Karyakarta Samiti, Jan
Swasthya Karmachari
Union and other Janwadi
organisations are going to
participate in this agita-
tion.

Labour Leader Kaladas
Dahariya alleged that the
union as well as state gov-
ernment are suppressing
the right and just demands
of the workmen and the
common people. The com-
mon people are being
made deprived of the
basic fundamental rights.

People of all sections in-
cluding farmers, labour-
ers, tribals and others are
highly aggrieved with the
policies and working of
the governments.
Considering the situation,
the Samyukt Jan
Sangharsh Samiti is going
to stage Jail Bharo agita-
tion on May 15 near

Central Jail in Durg.
The charter of demands

includes immediately
stopping the destruction
of Hasdeo Arand forests
for coal mining by corpo-
rates; merger of employ-
ees of Chandulal
Chandrakar Memorial
Medical College as gov-
ernment employees after

the institution's acquisi-
tion by state government;
giving priority in recruit-
ment to locals; providing a
living wage to the indus-
trial laborers and contract
workers of Bhilai Steel
Plant in accordance to the
inflation and discontinu-
ing the contract system;
stop robbery of water and
forest land in Bastar; stop
victimising the tribals in
fabricated cases; fulfill the
demands of the agitators
in Silger; immediate re-
lease of Madkam Hidme;
Stop the conspiracy to sell
the ACC Cement
Company to the corporate
houses; provide salary of
the Cement Wage Board to
all the workers in the ce-
ment industry; Regularize
the sanitation workers
working in the urban bod-

ies; roll back the four
labour codes, stop infla-
tion, reduce tax in diesel
petrol; fulfill the demand
of the agitating farmers in
Nava Raipur; stop the con-
spiracy to spread riots in
the name of religion; ful-
fill the demand of the agi-
tating electricity workers,
Mitanins and Anganwadi
workers across the state;
stop the destruction of
urban poor settlements
and their homes without
proper rehabilitation; give
respect and proper rights
to the people of the third
gender; Rs 50 lakh com-
pensation and govern-
ment job to the dependent
of the deceased sanitation
worker Devendra
Markande who was elec-
trocuted at Patan Nagar
Panchayat Gauthan.

National Lok Adalat disposes of 12173 cases in Durg

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 14: On the in-
structions of National
Legal Services Authority,
New Delhi and under the
guidance of State Legal
Services Authority,
Bilaspur and under the di-
rection of District and
Sessions Judge Sanjay
Kumar Jaiswal (President,
District Legal Services
Authority, Durg), National
Lok Adalat was organized
in Durg District on
Saturday.

Here the National Lok
Adalat covered the cases of
District Court Durg, Civil
Court Bhilai-3, Civil Court
Patan, Juvenile Justice
Board, Labour Court and
Permanent Lok Adalat
(Public Utility Services).
District and Sessions
Judge Sanjay Kumar
Jaiswal formally inaugu-
rated the National Lok

Adalat by lighting lamps
before the portrait of
Goddess Saraswti.
Judicial Officers, Bar
Association office bearers
including President Neeta
Jain, Secretary Ravi
Shankar Singh and other
advocates were present.

A total of 33 division
benches were constituted
for the National Lok
Adalat. 03 Division Bench
for Family Court Durg, 24
for District Court, 01
Bench for Tehsil Court
Patan, 02 Bench for Tehsil
Court Bhilai-3, and 01
Bench for Juvenile Justice
Board, 01 Bench for
Labour Court Durg and 01
for Permanent Lok Adalat

(Public Utility Service)
were constituted.

In the National Lok
Adalat, a total of 1891
court cases and 93 cases of
pre-litigation stage were
disposed of. 10186 revenue
related matters were also
resolved in which the total
settlement amount
summed up to Rs
6,52,98,193/-. Among the
court cases, 467 criminal
cases, 9 electricity cases,
33 claims cases, 102 family
disputes, 176 cheque dis-
honour cases, 29 civil
cases, 43 cases of labor
court, 152 cases of
Permanent Lok Adalat
(public utility service) and
167 cases of other cate-

gories were disposed off.
Some cases attracted the

attention of all in this
National Lok Adalat. One
such case was a civil dis-
pute in which the State
Bank of India was the peti-
tioner. This case was pend-
ing for the last ten years
and was resolved through
mutual compromise be-
fore the bench of Eighth
Additional District Judge
Bhanupratap Singh Tyagi.

The plaintiff had filed
the case for recovery of Rs
4 lakh and had paid Rs
48048 as court fee. As the
case was settled through
mutual compromise, the
court fee was refunded to
the plaintiff.

In another case, District
and Sessions Judge moti-
vated the parties to settle a
motor accident claim case
through compromise. This
motor accident claim case
was pending in the Bench
number-04 of National
Lok Adalat.

The relatives of a per-
son had filed this claim
after his death in a bike -
truck collision which oc-
curred within the limits of
Pulgaon Police Station.
District and Sessions
Judge counselled the vic-
tim family as well as the
representatives of United
India Assurance Company
after which the case was
settled at a compensation

amount of Rs 15.50 lakh.
In five pending court

cases, the parties attended
the proceedings through
virtual means. A criminal
case of Sections 323, 294,
506 of IPC was pending
since 2015. This case was
presented before the bench
of Umesh Upadhyay (Civil
Judge, Class 1). The dis-
pute had occurred during
the Durga Puja idol im-
mersion and the offence
was registered at Mohan
Nagar Police Station.

The complainant ap-
peared through video con-
ferencing and agreed to
settle the case through mu-
tual compromise. In an-
other case which was reg-

istered in the Bhilai Bhatti
Police Station, the appli-
cant was admitted in a
hospital at Nagpur for
treatment. She attended
the proceedings through
video conferencing and
gave consent for disposal
of the case through com-
promise.

Subsequently, the ac-
cused was acquitted from
the charges framed under
section 294,506B, 323/34 of
IPC. In another case, the
applicant attended the
proceedings virtually
from the naxal infested
Sukma area. This case of
section 294,506B, 323 of
IPC lodged at Pulgaon
Police Station was dis-

posed of through mutual
compromise.

Parties appeared virtu-
ally in cases listed before
the Division Bench 09
chaired by Tajuddin Asif
(Civil Judge, Class 1) and
Division Bench 18 chaired
by Ankita Madan Lal
Gupta (Civil Judge, Class
2). These cases were also
disposed of through mu-
tual compromise. Some
cases of Family Court
were also settled through
compromise. Next
National Lok Adalat is
going to be organized on
August 13, 2022, informed
Ashish Dahariya
(Secretary, District Legal
Services Authority).

p Total settlement
amount sums up 
to Rs 6.52 crore 

p Conciliation conducted
through virtual medium
in 06 cases 

BBhhiillaaii,,  MMaayy  1144:: Officers'
Association, Bhilai Steel Plant
(OA-BSP) is organizing the
Inter Alumni Tennis Ball
Cricket Tournament for the
prestigious Director In-Charge
Trophy for the Year 2022 in as-
sociation with Sports, Cultural
& Civic Amenities Department,
BSP. The tournament will be
commencing from May 20,
2022 instead of May 15, 2022
due to administrative reasons. 

The inauguration will com-
mence with an Opening
Ceremony at Cricket Ground,
Sector-1, Bhilai at 19:00 hrs. All
the Alumni
(College/Institute/University)
Cricket Teams in Bhilai Steel
Plant are hereby invited to take
part in this tournament and
make it a grand success. 

Interested Alumni
(College/Institute/University)
Cricket Teams may kindly sub-
mit the application in the for-
mat given in BSP homepage at
Pragati Bhawan, Bhilai latest
by May 18, 2022. 

DIC Trophy Inter Alumni
Tennis Ball Cricket Tourney

to open on May 20

Summer Camp concludes at Sri
Sankara Vidyalaya, Sector -X

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  MMaayy  1144::  To register
protest against the ban im-
posed by state government on
demonstrations, rallies, public
functions or agitations, the
Bharatiya Janata Party is all set
to launch Jail Bharo movement
across the state on May 16 at all
the district headquarters. 

In connection with this,
Vaishali Nagar MLA Vidya Ratan
Bhasin took necessary meeting
of party workers, councilors and
shadow councilors of BJP at his
residence in Vaishali Nagar the
other day. Addressing the meet-
ing, Vidya Ratan Bhashin said
that Bhupesh government is
scared of the protests against
them and the result of the fear
is that they have banned any
kind of protests and agitation,
which is undemocratic.  Efforts
are being made to suppress the
voice of the public by making

draconian rules and regulations.
Perhaps Bhupesh Baghel has
forgotten that the worker of the
Bharatiya Janata Party is nei-
ther afraid nor intimidated. The
Bharatiya Janata Party has al-
ways fought for the issues of
the people and will continue to
do so so. He appealed to all the
workers to be present in maxi-
mum numbers on May 16 to
blow the bugle against the re-
pressive policy of the Bhupesh
government. The meeting was
mainly attended by senior BJP
leader Brijesh Brijpuria, BJP dis-

trict general secretary Shankar
Lal Devangan, senior BJP lead-
ers Arvind Jain, Praveen
Pandey, Anil Mishra, Mahesh
Verma, Bhojraj Sinha, Santosh
Maurya, Mukesh Agarwal,
Trilochan Singh, Rajmani Dubey
, Vinod Chelak, Dhan Raju,
Bhola Sahu, Smita Runke,
Ramesh Dadar, Deepak
Rawana, Satyadevi Jaiswal,
Prahlad Shah, Pramod Singh,
Rakesh Dhankar, Yogesh Sahu,
Rakesh Nagdev, Niharika
Mishra, Srinivash, Deepak, Jai
Prakash Yadav, Sharad Vijbe,

Santosh Srirange, Madan Sen,
Ramesh Srivastava, Raja
Banjare, Amol Das, Udho Jangel,
BP Tiwari, Komal Lodhi,
Ramavatar Verma, Maniklal
Sahu, Bhikham Rajput, JP
Ghangorkar, Anita Verma,
Pramila Dubey, Dhaneshwari
Sahu, Vijay Shukla, Nagendra
Mishra, Raj Kumar Sao, Kawal
Sahu, Arjun Sahu, Kanta Yadav,
Pradeep Gupta, Sunny Yadav,
Piyush Mishra, Parag Singh,
Lakshmi Sahu, Chandan Yadav,
Raj Mani Dubey, Kanwal Pal and
other BJP activists. 

Bhasin conducts meeting to prepare
strategy for ‘Jail Bharo’ agitation

Shri Ram Janmotsav Samiti extends support to BJP's agitation 
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CAIT supports govt’s wheat export ban decision 
Central Chronicle News

Raipur, May 14: CAIT
National Vice
President Amar
Parwani, chairman
Mangelal Maloo, Amar
Gidwani, State
President Jitendra
Doshi, States Working
President Vikram
Singh Deo, Parmanand
Jain, Vashu Makhija,
State General
Secretary, Suriender
Singh, State Working
General Secretary
Bharat Jain, State
Treasurer Ajay
Agrawal and state
media incharge Sanjay
Choubey informed the
Confederation of All
India Traders (CAIT)
has supported the deci-

sion of the
Government to ban ex-
ports of wheat by say-
ing that in the wake of
the current situation,
the ban is a welcome
move in order to meet
the concerns of the
Government to keep
stocks for domestic
consumption at the
first point. This step
was necessary to pro-
tect the food security in
India-said the CAIT.

CAIT National Vice
President Mr. Amar
Parwani  and State
President  Mr. Jitendra
Doshi  while welcom-
ing the decision said
that the unscheduled
and sudden but exten-
sive heat wave in the
country has caused

substantial loss for
wheat production.
There is a shortage of
wheat at the global
level and war between
Russia and Ukraine is
one prime factor for
that. India is a land of
huge marginal income
people and availability
of “ Roti, Kapda &
Makaan” is the first
priority of the
Government. In order
to ensure that the
country does not face
any shortage of wheat,
it looks that the
Government has taken
this decision-said the
trade leaders.

Mr. Parwani  and Mr.
Doshi  said that   India
is the second largest
producer of the Wheat

all over the World, after
China. About 30 million
hectare of land is used
for wheat production. It
is expected that this
year the production
would be around 125
million metric ton. The
domestic consumption
of wheat stands at 105
million metric tonne.
However, preventive
steps are necessary to
avoid shortage of wheat
in India and therefore
the decision of the
Government is appreci-
ated. Apparently, there
seems to be no adverse
impact  of this ban on
farmers and traders but
it need at least 48 hours
to understand the im-
pact of ban on the mar-
ket.

UCO Bank Q4 net jumps over 3-fold
to Rs 312 cr as bad loans fall

Raipur, May 14: State-
owned UCO Bank  posted an
over three-fold jump in net
profit at Rs 312.18 crore for
the quarter ended March
2022 as a fall in bad loans
lowered the provisioning re-
quirement. The lender had
posted a net profit of Rs 80
crore in the corresponding
quarter a year ago. Total in-
come during the fourth
quarter of 2021-22 was, how-
ever, down at Rs 4,362 crore,
as against Rs 4,637 crore in
the year-ago period, UCO
Bank said in a regulatory fil-
ing. For the full fiscal FY22,
the bank’s net profit grew
more than five times to Rs
930 crore from Rs 167 crore
in FY21. Total income dur-
ing the year was at Rs 18,082
crore, up from Rs 17,870

crore in the preceding fiscal.
The lender brought down

its bad assets portion signifi-
cantly as the gross non-per-
forming assets (NPAs) came
in at 7.89 per cent by end of
March 2022, as against 9.59
per cent by end of March
2021. Value-wise, the gross
NPAs fell to Rs 10,237 crore
from Rs 11,352 crore.
Similarly, the net NPAs were

down at 2.70 per cent (Rs
3,316 crore) from 3.94 per
cent (Rs 4,390 crore).

Thus, the provisioning for
tax and other contingencies
also fell to Rs 466 crore in Q4
FY22 from Rs 982 crore earli-
er. Besides, the Kolkata-
headquartered lender said it
is holding Rs 4,707.36 crore
provisions (including tech-
nical write-offs) — 100 per
cent of the requirement for
accounts covered under the
Insolvency and Bankruptcy
Code (IBC). On prudential
framework of resolution of
stressed assets, the bank
holds additional provision
of Rs 702.32 crore in nine ac-
counts, it added. Stock of
UCO Bank ended 3.98 per
cent higher at Rs 11.49
apiece on BSE.

Agriculture Minister Choubey inaugurates C-Mart 

Raipur, May 14:
Agriculture and Water
Resources Minister
Ravindra Choubey inaugu-
rated the C-Mart at
Bemetara district head-
quarters  by offering flow-
ers to the idol of Goddess
Lakshmi and offering
prayers. Minister Choubey
congratulated and greeted
the people of Bemetara
district, especially the
members of self-help
groups, on this occasion.

He said that as per the
intention of Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel,
C-marts are being opened
in the district headquar-

ters in the first phase for
marketing the products of
women groups, so that
high quality of clusters
can be made available to
the people at reasonable
prices. Now the products
being prepared by
women’s groups in the
state and district will be
available for sale in C-
Mart. After launching the

C-Mart, Minister Choubey
inspected the products of
women’s groups for dis-
play and sale there. After
this, she tasted the
Chhattisgarhi dishes
Chila, Phrra, and other
dishes prepared in
Gadkaleva operated by the
Ekta Women Self-Help
Group Charbhata,
Bemetara and appreciated
it and congratulated the
women of the Self-Help
Group. On this occasion
Parliamentary Secretary
and MLA, Nawagarh,
Gurudayal Singh Banjare,
MLA Bemetra, Ashish
Chhabra, Collector,
Bemetara, Vilas Bhoskar,
Sandipan, Superintendent
of Police, Dhamendra
Singh, District Panchayat
CEO, Mrs Leena Mandavi,

Municipality President
Bemetara Mrs Shakuntala
Mangat Sahu, Sub-
Divisional Officer
Officers/employees includ-
ing Revenue Durgesh
Kumar Verma, Chief
Municipal Officer,
Bemetara Hori Singh
Thakur were present. It is
worth mentioning that C-
Mart stores are being start-
ed all over the state to pro-
vide organized market to
women self-help groups for
their handmade products
in Gauthans set up in rural
areas. This will help in
making women groups fi-
nancially capable. Various
types of herbal soaps, pick-
les, spices, murrah, dona-
pattal, cashew, different
types of sherbet, dairy
products of Devbhog,

herbal tea from Korea,
lemon grass tea, made
from different oils, made
by women groups wil be
available in C-mart store.
Dishwasher, Toilet Floor
Cleaner, Mushroom
Powder, Honey, Oil-Jaggery,
Desi Chana, Red Rice Poha
and other local food items
will also be available here.
Apart from this, forest
products like herbal prod-
ucts tamarind, harra, ba-
hera, amla, honey are
being sold. Handloom pots
and other attractive cotton
clothes can also be bought
from C-Mart. Apart from
this, handicrafts and hand-
loom products made from
the fiber of banana stem
produced in village Rakhi
of Bemetara district will
also be sold.

Singhdeo for implementation
of NYAY scheme across country

Raipur, May 14:
Chhattisgarh Minister TS
Singhdeo on Saturday said
that Rajiv Gandhi Kisan
NYAY scheme for farmers
would be introduced at na-
tional level as it ensures
best Minimum Support
Price for paddy to the
farmers and added that
Rajiv Gandhi Landless

Farmers NYAY scheme
should also be implement-
ed at national level.

Singhdeo made the
above statement while
presenting the draft reso-
lution on agriculture at
the Nav-Sankalp Shivir of
Congress being underway
at Udaipur in Rajasthan.

He also alleged that
Centre has adopted indif-
ferent towards
Chhattisgarh on paddy
procurement issue.

It is notable that
Singhdeo in the Congress
Committee on
Agriculture and had been
working on key issues re-
lated with agriculture re-
forms and welfare of
farmers

Raipur, May 14: School
Education Minister Dr
Premsai  Singh Tekam today
declared the results of High
School and Higher
Secondary Main
Examinations for the year
2022 organized by the
Chhattisgarh Board of
Secondary Education. In
high school class 10th Suman
Patel of Raigarh and Sonali
Bala of Kanker have topped
the merit list by securing
98.67 per cent marks. A total
of 71 students have secured
place in the top 10 list of class
10th. Similarly, Kunti Sao of
Raigarh has secured the first
position by securing 98.20

percent marks in the Higher
Secondary class 12th. As
many as 22 students have
been successful in getting a
place in the list of top 10.
Students of Raigarh district
have achieved unprecedented
success by performing excel-
lently. In this year’s results,
the girls of Raigarh district
have secured first place in

the merit list of both class
10th and 12th examinations.
In Raigarh district, a total of
21 students including 17 in
class 10 and 4 in class 12 have
made it to the merit list.

Raigarh’s Suman Patel and Kanker’s
Sonali Bala top in high school

Kunti Sao Suman Patel Sonali Bala

Kunti Sao of Raigarh too on top
in Higher Secondary 

CM congratulates all 
students passing 10th,

12th board exams
RRaaiippuurr,,  MMaayy  1144::  Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel has congratu-
lated all the successful stu-
dents in the 10th and 12th
class board examinations con-
ducted by the Chhattisgarh
Board of Secondary
Education. He also congratu-
lated the parents of successful
students.  While wishing the
students for their bright
future, the Chief Minister
said that Suman Patel, Ms.
Sonali Bala have topped in
class X and Ms. Kunti Sao in
class XII. Children who have
not got the expected results,
should learn further and work
hard, the Chief Minister said,
adding that failure is the
stepping stone to success.
Keeping this in mind, they
should not get discouraged
and study hard again and
achieve success, he added.

RRaaiippuurr,,  MMaayy  1144::  Governor Ms
Anusuiya Uikey has extended
heartfelt congratulations and
best wishes to all the students
who got success in class 10th
and 12th board results
released today by
Chhattisgarh Board of
Secondary Education. The
Governor said that the stu-
dents crossed an important
stage of life, with their hard
work and dedication. While
wishing for a bright future for

all the students, she said that
they should continue to move
forward in the same way in
future and bring laurels to
their families, state and coun-
try. According to Governor
behind the success of the stu-
dents, their teachers and par-
ents also play an important
role.  Students who have failed
should not be disappointed
and should strive for success,
they will definitely get suc-
cess, she said.

Governor congratulates students who
passed 10th, 12th board examsRaipur’s Versha

wants to pursue
career in agriculture

V e r s h a
Dewangan of
Raipur has
secured 10th
rank in merit
list of Class

12th board examination.
She got 94.20% marks. Her
father Jamvant works as a
computer operator in a pri-
vate agency. Versha is the
only student in Raipur who
has secured position in
merit list. Varsha, a student
of Mathematics wants to
pursue career in agricul-
ture.

Shriya wants to be IAS
S h r i y a

Pandey, a
resident of
D h a m t a r i ,
who has
secured sixth

rank in the top ten of class
XII, says that she will pre-
pare for UPSC after gradu-
ating from a university in
Bilaspur and her goal is to
become an IAS. In class
12th commerce, Shriya
Pandey has secured the
sixth position in the top ten
list of the state with 475
marks and 95 percent. Her
father Alok Pandey is a
Bhagwat storyteller while
mother Gayatri Pandey is a
housewife. Her brother
Abhishek Pandey is study-
ing in class X and elder sis-
ter Varsha Pandey is a stu-
dent of BBA. She likes to
listen to the song. She used
to study for 5 to 6 hours
everyday.  She has given
the credit of her achieve-
ment to her parents, family,
school and coaching
teacher.

Khushank Devangan
wants to become a CA

Khushank
Devangan, a
resident of
B h a k h a r a
S u p e l a ,
D h a m t a r i ,

who secured tenth rank in
the toptan of class XII,
says that he wants to
study further and become
a CA. In class 12th com-
merce, Khushank
Devangan has secured
10th position in the top ten
list of the state with 471
marks and 94.20 percent.
His father Omprakash
Devangan runs his own
business while mother
Kalyani Devangan is a
housewife. He likes to play
cricket, volleyball. He
used to study for 3 hours
everyday.  Khushank said
that he did not resort to
coaching for studies. He
has given the credit of his
achievement to his par-
ents, family and school
teacher.

Renuka wants to
become IAS, ranks third
in the state in class XII

R e n u k a
Chandra of
S a n s k a r
S c h o o l ,
J a j a i p u r ,
Janjgir, has

secured third position in
the 12th examination with
95.80 marks.  Renuka’s
father is a assistant teacher
(science) in Khemlal
Chandra Government
School.  Renuka has
secured first position in the
district and third in the top
ten in the state. Renuka
told that she wants to
become an IAS student of
Biology.  She says that she
studies 6 to 7 hours a day.
She has also taken tuitions.
According to her success
can be achieved through
hard work and dedication.
She gave credit of her suc-
cess to her parents and
teachers. She said that dur-
ing the Corona period,
there was no study for two
years, after that the exami-
nation was held in a long
interval, so she had to prac-
tice writing.

Aman wants to become aeronautical engineer
Aman of Aryavart Higher Secondary School, Patan, Durg district, who is ranked in
top-10 of Class 12th examination  wants to grow in the field of Aeronauticals. Aman
Kashyap, a resident of Changori, Patan, secured 471 marks in the 12th board exam-
ination from the Physics-Chemistry-Maths (PCM) faculty and stood 10th in the
state with 94.20 per cent.  Aman’s father Mahendra Kashyap is a farmer and his
mother Anita Kashyap is a housewife and younger sister Anjani Kashyap wants to

grow in the field of law. Aman told that he used to study for five to six hours every day.

Raipur, May 14: Unnat
Bharat Abhiyan (UBA)
team of National Institute
of Technology (NIT)
Raipur recently carried
out an inspection visit to
the newly joined partici-
pating institutes (PI’s) in
Khairagarh district. The
inspection visit was done
on the instructions of
Director Prof. AM Rawani,
NIT Raipur. The inspec-
tion team includes
Regional coordinator Dr.
Sudhakar Pandey with Dr.
Jagadish, RCI-UBA
Member & Sachin
Kotwani, UBA Staff.

The team visited the
Government Polytechnic
College, Khairagarh and
interacted  with Dr.
Varsha Pandya Chaurasia,
Principal and Seema
Dilliwar, UBA coordinator.
The team recognized that,
PI team initiated the ini-
tial UBA activities in their

adopted villages and iden-
tified few issues like Water
Management, Irrigation,
lack of transportation and
awareness about state as
well as central govern-
ment schemas etc. In con-
tinuation, UBA team visit-
ed Indira Kala Sangit
V i s h w a v i d y a l a y a
Khairagarh and advised
them for various UBA ac-
tivities.

During the inspection
visit, UBA team suggested
about the formation of
plan of action regarding
implantation of UBA ac-
tivities in their adopted
villages. Also, suggested to
interact and consult with
other funding agencies
like Central and State
Govt. Organization for bet-
terment of adopted vil-
lages. At the end, the UBA
team motivated the PI and
gave assurance to provide
the support in future.

UBA team visits participating
institutes in Khairagarh

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, May 14: The
112th Conference of All
India Mayor’s Council was
organized at Pramila
Auditorium of Kanpur
Municipal Corporation.
Secretary of All India
Mayors Association and
RMC Mayor Aiyaz Dhebar

has also reached Kanpur
to attend this conference.
Local Mayor Pramila

Pandey and Mayor’s
Association President
Naveen Jain gave a warm

welcome to RMC Mayor
Aiyaz Dhebar by present-
ing a bouquet and a me-
mento. More than 35
Mayors from various parts
of the country were pres-
ent in which the discus-
sions were held on various
apsects of development 
of city.

The issue of urban de-
velopment and water con-
servation will be also dis-
cussed prominently in this
conference. All the Mayors
of the state will come on
one platform and brain-
storm in detail for two
days on the issues of fu-
ture India construction
and other development.

Aiyaz Dhebar to attend Mayor’s
Council  conference in Kanpur

Issue of urban
development and
water conservation
were discussed
prominently in this
conference

C-Mart started on
the lines of Super
Bazar

RRaaiippuurr,,  MMaayy  1144:: At the Self-
Reliant India Conference held in
New Delhi, the Labour
Department was awarded a cita-
tion for running several welfare
schemes for the workers. Mr.
Khalkho spoke about the welfare
schemes being carried out in
Chhattisgarh in the Self-Reliant
India Conference. Along with this,
he also shared his experiences
regarding the plans of
Chhattisgarh in future. The Self-
reliant India Conference was
organized in New Delhi, in which
the Secretary to the Government
of India, U.P. Singh, Additional
Secretary to the Central
Government,  Sanjay Jaju, Joint
Secretary, B. Purusharth, CEO Mr.
Dr. Abhishek Singh, N.I.C. Mrs.
Neeta Verma, Director General,
ELETs Group, CEO, Dr. Ravi Gupta
and Senior administrative officers

from many
states across the
country partici-
pated. Mr
K h a l k h o
informed that
many important
works are being

done by the Chhattisgarh govern-
ment for the labourers communi-
ty, in which the workers of both
organized and unorganized sec-
tors can register themselves in
the portal with the required mini-
mum documents. Integrated
labour registration system has
been implemented for these. PDS
Worker registration was done
using database. Most of the serv-
ices of Labour Department are
covered under Public Service Act
and are provided within a stipulat-
ed time. The process of migrant
labour registration has been sim-

plified by the department. Earlier
it was being done offline but now
it has also been done online.
Labour Resource Centers have
been opened in 148 blocks.
Awareness is being brought
among workers about maternity
benefits and social schemes and
its benefits. Women migrant
workers are being helped to make
them aware of their rights. ‘Shram
Mitra Scheme’ and Educational
Scholarship Scheme have been
started to provide proper formal
education to the children. Help is
being provided through the
helpline to provide information to
the workers about their legal
rights and protections. Mayank
Thakur, on behalf of the organiz-
ing committee organized by the
ELETs group, met Secretary,
Labour Department, Mr. Amrit
Khalkho and gave the citation.

Labour Department gets  award for public welfare
schemes in self-reliant India conference
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Raipur, May 14: School of
Engineering & IT, MATS
University inaugurated
the post Covid-19 a three
Day Annual Techno –
Cultural Festival Aaghaaz-
2022 on May 10, with great
enthusiasm. Aaghaaz-2022
presented a virtuoso of
staggering proportions.
The fest and fete com-
prised of various techni-
cal events, creative compe-
titions and talent oriented
cultural performances.

Dr A K Tripathi, Dean,
Dairy Science of Food &
Technology Raipur, (CG)

was the Chief Guest for
the concluding Price
Distribution ceremony.
The technical fest started
with the welcome note by
Dr. K P Yadav, Vice-chan-
cellor of MATS University.
He emphasized the impor-
tance of achievement of
the organizational skills
through participation in
these activities. It was fol-
lowed by a lamp lighting
ceremony by the honoured
dignitaries and an inspira-
tional speech which moti-
vated the students to par-
ticipate in co-curricular

activities for their overall
development. Dr.Brijesh
Patel, Principal MSEIT
and Convener, Aaghaaz-
2022 informed and gave
the insights of various
events to be held during
the three days fest. Along
with him Mr. Prabhat
Mishra and Mr. Niladri
Sarkar were the co-con-
vener of the tech fest.

Gajraj Pagariya ,
Chancellor , MATS
University and  Priyesh
Pagariya, Director
General, MATS University
motivated all the students

for participating in  vari-
ous events the three-days
event. During this tech-
fest batch-wise competi-
tions were held for
Technical, Literary, Hobby
and Cultural Events in
which students participat-
ed enthusiastically. The
events which will took
place on these three days
of the fest were Zero gravi-
ty, Code fiesta, Safe land-
ing, three legged race, Tug-
of-war, BGMI, The
P h o t o g r a p h y / Vi d e o
Making Challenge, Box
cricket, Water rocket chal-
lenge, treasure hunt,
Roadies, Voice of
MATS/Rap Battle, Step-up
dance and Fashion Show
followed by DJ eve.

Gokulananda Panda,
Registrar MATS
University congratulated
the students, participants,
winners of various events
and the organizers for the
successful conduct of this
Techno-Cultural fete and
fest. The technical fest
ended with national an-
them as a mark of respect
to both society and nation.

Raipur, May 14: Led by O
P Sharma, President of
Chhattisgarh Pradesh
Swasth Karmachari Sangh
(CPSKS) a delegation of
health staff met Dr Shipra
Sharma, Superintendent
DKS Hospital and handed
her a memorandum in sup-
port of their demands. The
memorandum mentioned
about benefit of time-
bound pay scale not passed
on to the nursing staff,
make regular appoint-
ments against daily wage
staff, nursing staff hired
through outsourcing and
Class III and IV staff. It also

mentioned that regular ap-
pointment may be made
against all the vacant posts
in the health department
and issue pay slips every
month to the staff, ade-
quate parking space for
health staff and compulso-
ry off-day once in a week to
the security staff. Dr
Sharma informed that

process of time-bound pay-
scale has been initiated
and will soon be imple-
mented. In connection
with regular/contract em-
ployees in DKS letter has
been sent to the adminis-
tration and contractor will
be asked for off-day to the
security staff under his
control, Dr Sharma added.

CPSKS extended gratitude
towards Dr Sharma for a
patient hearing to their de-
mands and assuring for an
amicable solution. The del-
egation comprised of
deputy state president
Ashwani Gurdekar, state
coordinator Nursing Cell
Vibha Sahay, Praveen Sahu
and others.

Raipur, May 13: Today on
the occasion of the birth
anniversary of Florence
Nightingale, International
Nurses Day is celebrated
at SRU, under the chair-
manship of Shri
Ravishankarji Maharaj,
the Chancellor of the
University and the
Chairman of the Shri
Rawatpura Sarkar Lok
Kalyan Trust.

In his address, the
Registrar of the varsity,
Dr. Pratap Singh asserted
that today is celebration
was organized with the
aim of giving a voice to the
nurses, to lead nursing as
a social service and re-
spect the rights to secure
global health.

Defining the importance
of the service he said,
“Nursing binds human so-
ciety with a bond of care
and affection as well as
acts as the bridge between
caring, touching stories
and challenges. The scope
of nursing is not limited
only to the hospital, but a

nurse contributes the
most in saving human life
all over the world.”

Sharing his views, the
Vice Chancellor of the var-
sity, Prof. S.K. Singh said,
that “Nursing is a profes-

sion in which service is
important and if we talk
about the service, where
the spirit of these golden
words as Faith,
Obeisance, Believe,
Endeavor and Effort is too

important for those who
are engaged in this pro-
fession.” Because we all
know that in the last two
years, we have under-
stood the importance of
front line workers in
which one of them were
Nurses, who serve our so-
ciety internationally, that
was commendable and
appreciated them for
working in a profession
where the level of human-
ity is at the top level with-
out any bias.

Sharing his experience
regarding the nursing,
Shri Ravishankar
Maharaj asserted that
“the day is a huge service
day, because nursing is
that profession who expel
us from trauma and tur-
bulence. The effect of
medicines is different,
but nursing teaches us
how the medicines are to
be taken, from what time
they are to be taken recov-
er soon.”

While blessing the gen-
try in attendance, as the

Chief Guest, Prof. Neetu
Tripathi, Nodal Officer of
State Nursing
Registration Council
(SNRC) and Nodal Officer
of Chhattisgarh Vyapam,
expressed the importance
of nursing to commemo-
rate Florence Nightingale
“the Lady with the
Lamp”, a symbol of re-
markable social reformer
by giving services during
the Cremia War and sent
a message to the society
by her way of service,
with its she influence all
of us and hope that we
continue it for all time.

Pro Chancellor of Shri
Rawatpura Sarkar
University Dr J.K
Upadhyay congratulated
the Vice Chancellor, Prof.
S.K Singh and the
Registrar of the
University, Dr. Pratap
Singh, along with all the
academic and non-aca-
demic staff for organiz-
ing the event regarding
the fruitful services pro-
vided by the Nurses.

Raipur, May 14: OBC
Mahasabha state unit has
submitted memoradum to
all district and tehsil head-
quarters in support of
their eight point demand
under the guidance of state
president Radhe Shyam
Sahu. Divisional President
Hemant Kumar Sahu said,
even after 50% OBC popu-
lation in state they are de-

prived of benefits due to of-
ficials occupying impor-
tant positions in the ad-
ministration. He alleged
that in all the aspects of life
OBC category suffers the
most and wide discrimina-
tion is made among OBC
category and other catego-
ry population. Hemant de-
manded that action should
be taken against officials in
RSU who purposefully dis-
criminated with OBC em-
ployees in both appoint-
ment and promotions.

They demanded to regu-
larise the services of OBC
staff in different depart-
ments and corporations.
Further guest lecturers
working in Government
ITIs may be allowed to
serve till 65 years of age.
While submitting memo-
randum in Raipur district
along with Divisional
President Hemant Sahu,
Mahila Morcha GS Kiran
Dewangan and other office
bearers of OBC Maha
Sabha were present.

School of Engineering & IT, MATS University
inaugurates Cultural Festival Aaghaaz-2022

CPSKS submits memo to Supdt DKS Hospital
p In support of

demands 

OBC Mahasabha demands action against RSU 
officials for discrimination with OBC staff

Raipur, May 14: Led by
Aman Yadav five member
team from Chhattisgarh
is in Kerala to learn differ-
ent art form of
‘Kalaripayattu Sports’.
After receiving vigorous
training team will return
to Raipur on Tuesday. The
team members comprised
of Kaniska Shreevas,
Devika Patel, Vaibhav Sai
and Palak Sahu. Out of

these players Kaniska
Shreevas of Raipur will
be representing the state

in Youth Khelo India
Game to be played in
Panchkula Haryana dur-

ing the second week of
June. She will be repre-
senting the state in
Kalaripayattu Sports’
which is one of the event
of Youth Khelo India
Game. It needs to be
mentioned here,
Kalaripayattu is an
Indian Martial Art that
originated in modern day
Kerala with a history
spanning over 3000 years.

Five member state team undergo ‘Kalaripayattu’ training 

International Nurses Day organized at SRS University

p In appointments and
promotion

Raipur, May 14 (PTI): 

The AgustaWestland heli-
copter of the Chhattisgarh
government that crashed on
Thursday night at the
Raipur airport killing two
pilots onboard had suffered
technical problems in the
past, an official said.

The twin-engine ‘AW 109
power elite’ helicopter, used
to ferry VIPs including the
chief minister and minis-
ters, was also embroiled in
controversy after the then
BJP government faced alle-
gations of corruption in its
procurement in 2007.

Notably, the state govern-
ment had hired a private
chopper for Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel when he
recently visited several dis-
tricts as part of a public in-

teraction campaign.
The AgustaWestland

chopper crashed at Swami
Vivekanand Airport here
around 9.10 pm on
Thursday when the state
government’s senior pilot
Captain Gopal Krishna
Panda was on a night prac-
tice sortie with examiner of
the Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA)
Captain AP Shrivastava
who had arrived from Delhi.
Both Panda and
Shrivastava were killed in
the crash.

“The chopper’s left en-
gine was overhauled once
and then it had to be re-
placed after it stopped func-
tioning properly. Besides, its
right engine was also over-
hauled twice, the last time
in 2017,” a state government

official said on Friday.
In February 2018, the

same chopper, ferrying then
chief minister Raman
Singh, had made a precau-
tionary landing within a
few minutes of take-off
from the Raipur police lines
helipad after a technical
snag was detected, he said.

Earlier, in 2016, when
Singh was flying to the state
capital from Sukma district,
the chopper experienced a
sudden jolt and loss of
height in mid-air due to a
technical snag, the official
said.

“Similarly, in May 2016,
the same chopper, carrying
then state minister
Brijmohan Agrawal, had to
make precautionary land-
ing after an engine snag was
found,” he added.

After the crash, a govern-
ment press note said here
that initial indications sug-
gested technical malfunc-
tion as the cause, and a de-
tailed technical investiga-
tion by the DGCA and the
state government shall be
undertaken to ascertain the
exact reason.

A DGCA team has ar-
rived to conduct a probe, a
senior police official said,
adding that the tail rotor of
the chopper seemed to have
malfunctioned, causing the
crash.

According to an eyewit-
ness, the chopper, flying at a
low height, suddenly fell
down and turned into
wreckage.

“I was outside the airport
and was talking to my fami-
ly on video call. It was night

time and only the light
beaming from the chopper
was visible. I was showing it
to my family on video call.
Suddenly the chopper start-
ed coming down rapidly.
Before I could realize what
was happening, it crashed
to the ground. It did not
catch fire, said Suman
Tiwari, who works as an en-
gineer for a private contrac-
tor engaged for civil con-
struction at the airport.

Captain Panda (58), a for-
mer Air Force Wing
Commander, had acquired a
commercial pilot license in
2005.

He had a vast flying expe-
rience of about 9000 hours
and served as a flight train-
er/instructor with the
DGCA and also as chief
pilot for the Tamil Nadu

government before entering
the service of the
Chhattisgarh government
in 2011 as a senior pilot, a
state aviation department
official said.

“Panda had negotiated
extreme flying challenges in
the past. In one such inci-
dent when then CM Raman
Singh was returning from
Sukma in 2016, the chopper
experienced a technical
snag in the auto-pilot sys-
tem causing it to plunge
about 100 feet. But Panda,
who was in the flying seat,
managed to control the situ-
ation,” he said.

The chopper was pro-
cured at a cost of USD 6.57
million (Rs 26.58 crore) in
2007 by the then BJP gov-
ernment from a Hong
Kong-based company

which was an authorized
dealer of the Italian firm
AgustaWestland.

In July 2007, the
Chhattisgarh government’s
helicopter ‘Maina’ had
crashed on a forested hill
along the border with
Maharashtra, killing four
persons onboard including
two pilots.

A Comptroller and
Auditor General (CAG) re-
port had said that failure of
the state aviation depart-
ment to finalise the first
offer for purchase of the
AgustaWestland chopper
within the due date and its
subsequent procurement at
a higher rate led to an extra
expenditure of Rs 65 lakh.

Citing the CAG’s find-
ings, opposition Congress
in 2016 alleged that the

Raman Singh government
ignored all norms to favour
AgustaWestland. The BJP
rejected the charge as “po-
litically motivated and
baseless”.

Captain Shrivastava was
a native of Delhi and his
family members reached
Raipur this morning to
take possession of his mor-
tal remains. The body was
sent to the national capital
by air, Raipur Senior
Superintendent of Police
Prashant Agrawal said.

Captain Panda, who
hailed from Sambalpur dis-
trict in neighbouring
Odisha, had a house in
Raipur. His final rites will
be performed at Devendra
Nagar crematorium here
in the evening, Agrawal
said.

‘Chopper had faced technical glitches earlier’

Bilaspur, May 14: The po-
etry collection from
Chhattisgarhi Patriotic
Poetry Competition, or-
ganized on the stage of
‘Paridrishya’ in the
Political Science
Department of Guru
Ghasidas University, was
released on Wednesday.
The Chief Guest of this
program was Professor
B.N. Tiwari, Professor
Nilambari Dave, Head,
Department of Home
Science, Saurashtra
University, and Dr.
Praveen Kumar Mishra,
Dean, Faculty of Social
Sciences the program was
inaugurated with offering

of flowers and lighting the
lamp before the photo of
Goddess Saraswati.

As a result of the guid-
ance and inspiration of
the Vice-Chancellor of the
University, Professor Alok
Kumar Chakrawal, it was
possible to organize this

program. The communica-
tion of his positive energy
is felt in the university
campus and on behalf of
all the students and the de-
partment; a pledge has
been taken to have his vi-
sion realized successfully.
In the sequence of the

program, first of all the
guests were welcomed
with bouquets and the
welcome address was
given by Dr. Santvana
Pandey, after which stu-
dent Chitra Lata Singh
gave detailed information
about the various activi-
ties organized on the
stage of ‘Paridrishya’ and
told the objectives of the
scenario. On this occa-
sion, student Kunal Sahu
gave detailed information
regarding Chhattisgarhi
Patriotic Poetry
Competition. After this,
a collection of self-com-
posed Chhattisgarhi
Poetry was launched.

Ch’garhi patriotic poetry collection released at CU
Raipur, May 14:
Chhattisgarh Government’s
Suraaji Gaon Yojana is cre-
ating a wide array of oppor-
tunities for economic em-
powerment in rural areas of
the state. Members of
Women Self-Help Groups in
Vrindavan Gauthan of vil-
lage Anjora, Rajnandgaon
district have also turned
their dream of economic
empowerment and self-re-
liance through this scheme.
Now, with the transforma-
tion of Vrindavan Gauthan
into a rural industrial park
spread over 26 acres of land,
the efforts of women self-
help groups have further
gained momentum. A liveli-
hood work shed has been

constructed for women
there. Efforts like these
have made the women of
the village financially inde-
pendent. They are now con-
fidently supporting their
families from the profits
earned from production of
Chhattisgarhi dishes, puja
items, mushrooms etc.

With the help of district
administration, this women
self-help group has signed a
contract with Ganesh Gulal
Private Limited and has
started manufacturing
Gulal, Chandan, Kumkum,
Agarbatti on a large scale.
Here at Vrindavan Rural
Industrial Park, women of

the group are making
Chhattisgarhi dishes such
as Cheela, Bhajiya, Fara,
Bada, Mungoda on order.
Kitchen here has been
adorned with artifacts re-
flecting Chhattisgarhi cul-
ture. They serve Kulhad tea
and cold water from an
earthen thermos to the visi-
tors. They do manufactur-
ing and packaging of
Gopichandan and incense
sticks for puja.

Lokeshwari Nirmalkar, a
member of the group, told
that working at the
Gauthan turned Rural
Industrial Park here has
significantly improved the
financial condition of her
family.

Vrindavan Gauthan transformed into a Rural Industrial Park



Power theft to be tracked with smart meters
Central Chronicle News

DDhhaammttrraaii,,  MMaayy  1144::  With ever
increasing need of power
supply and subsequently
power theft has increased
the challenges before the
electricity department, and
installment of smart meter is
being considered the best of
option to handle the situa-
tion. Smart meters, track
power theft and keep a vigil
on meter readings too.  The
district has a power con-
sumption of 10 lakh MWs,
with consumers near to 2
lakhs. As per information,
many consumers are vary of
paying the electricity bills,
mounting to the challenges
of the department in both ex-
tracting the bills and stop
power theft being done by
meter obstructions. Many
from the general public have
opined that, the installation
of smart meter can further
decrease power theft and
also keep a track on meter
reading and monitoring. 

Central Chronicle News

Pandaria, May 14: The
flow in the biggest 'Haaf
River' passing through
Pandaria city has almost
come to a standstill as on
Thursday and water can
be seen only in small
patches now and which
are expected to get dried-
off in coming days. In last
two years this 'Haaf River'
had not dried during the
Corona pandemic, but this
year it has dried-up.

The flow in this river is
now almost in drying-up
stage and it may pose prob-
lems to the villagers resid-
ing nearby the banks of
this river. This river flows
from Pandaria to
Pandripani, to 'Maikal
range' of Daldali of Bodala
block and it passes from
Mungeli to Bemetara and

ends up in Sheonath River
in Nandghat. The length of
this river is 35 kms and it
is the longest and largest
river in the district.

Earlier it was

'Sadavahini' river

About ten years back,
this river used to be
known as and flow as

'Sadavahini' river and
there used to be full flow
throughout the  year. But
unfortunately in just 6-7
years the water in this
river has started drying up
due to rise in mercury
every year and less rain-
fall in the region.

But what is surprising

here is that during two
years of Corona pandem-
ic, this river has not dried-
up and it used to flow with
full water in it. But soon
after corona pandemic, the
people of the region and
nearby areas started over-
exploitation of siphoning
of water from this river

and due to which it got
dried-up just in the first
fortnight of May itself.
Now the need for good
rainfall in the region only
can revive this 'Haaf
River'.

Need for conservation
Being the largest and

biggest river i the region,
'Haaf river' has its own im-
portance. There are about
more 100 villages which
are purely dependent
upon this river as main
source of water supply
and they earn their liveli-
hood through this.

The people of the region
earn livelihood by taking
vegetables and other
means of farming and
which now is getting af-
fected due to fast reducing
water level and increasing
consumption and unwant-
ed use of water.

Family loses goods worth Rs 12 lakh

Central Chronicle News

Anwari, May 14: Due to
short-circuit in the main
electrical line going from
one pole to another from
the house of Kailash Ram
Sahu that fire broke out in
his house on the night of
May 11 at 8:00 pm in Gram
Joratarai under Bhakhara

Thana and due to which
he suffered loss worth Rs
12 lakhs.

In this fire, Kailash lost
cash worth Rs 3 lakh and
other items including gold
and silver and other
household goods worth Rs
9 lakh. In this he lost
mark-sheets of his son
and other important docu-

ments as well and a com-
plaint in this regard has
been made at Bhakara
Thana.

In this context
Tehsildar Bhakhara
Thana Hanumant Shyam
came for investigation and
took stock of the situation
and with help of the vil-
lagers, made arrange-
ments for lodging and
boarding of the family
members. Since the fami-
ly lost all its clothes,
Tehsildar called a shop-
keeper and made arrange-
ments for clothes for en-
tire family.

Kailash Ram Sahu said
that Rs 12 lakh is a very
big amount for them and
their entire assets and
goods have been gutted in
fire and in view of this
have raised demand for
proper compensation
from the state government
and local administration.

Deputy Commissioner
inspects Tehsil Office Konta

Central Chronicle News

Konta, May 14: Deputy
commissioner of Bastar
division, Mrs. Madhuri
Som and B.S. Sidar con-
ducted surprise inspection
of revenue offices in
Konta block of Sukma dis-
trict. During the inspec-
tion of Konta Tehsil
Office, Mrs Madhuri Som
instructed the Tehsildar to
keep the record keeping
work in a planned manner.

Instructions were also
given for timely disposal of

all types of revenue
records, revenue cases and
RBC 6-4 cases. Along with
this, instructions were
given to maintain cleanli-
ness around the campus
and use the vacant land as
a garden.

After this, she also in-
spected the Janpad
Panchayat office, Konta.
Tehsildar Devendra
Sirmour, CEO Janpad
Panchayat Kailash
Kashyap and other officers
and employees were pres-
ent on this occasion.

St. XHS celebrates the mesmerizing 
closing ceremony of the summer camp

Central Chronicle News

Mungeli, May14: St.
Xavier's High School(XHS)
stage, Mungeli witnessed a
vibrant performance of a
variety of activities on the
closing day of summer
camp on Friday May 13,
'22. Almost 150 students
from different schools par-
ticipated in the summer
camp that commenced on
29th April 2022.

The main purpose and
the focus of the summer
camp was to enhance the
different skill that is envis-
aged in NEP-2020 that is fo-
cused on the 21st-century
skills, such as leadership
development, social skill,
decision-making skill,
communication skill,
team building skill, self-
confidence building skill,
public speaking skill, logi-
cal thinking skill, connect-
ed with the nature, self-de-

fense skill, health, and hy-
giene etc were focused and
promoted during this sum-
mer camp.

The summer camp in-
cluded a bunch of activi-
ties such as dance, music,
karate, skating, handwrit-
ing, drawing, painting, pot
making, etc. It t also in-
cluded soft skills:- spoken
English, abacus, science
subject experiment activi-
ties, personality develop-
ment, handwriting, fun
game, etc.

On the closing day of
the summer camp Mrs.
Sadhana Singh, DSP
graced the celebration and
motivated the students to
become good citizens of
the country. She shared
her life experience and in-
spired the gathering to
join the police department
to implement a safe and se-
cure environment in a tur-
bulent society.

The participants of the
camp presented mesmeriz-
ing cultural activities that
they learned during the
camp. The participants
showcased heart-throb-
bing songs foot-tapping
dances, heart-shivering
skating, and karate. An ex-
hibition of drawings, fab-
ric paintings, bottle paint-
ings, and glass paintings
that were learned during

the camp was displayed to
the audience and parents.
It also included exhibi-
tions of

different decorative
posts that are learned by
students during pot-mak-
ing classes. The chief
guest accorded the effort of
the school, and appreciat-
ed the school, for organiz-
ing such an event to groom
the  students.

Dashrath Sing Rajput
the CEO, district Munglei
was the Special Guest and
appreciated the effort of
students to learn different
activities and appreciated
the dedication of the
school staff involved in
such activities. He ap-
pealed to the parents to en-
courage their ward to par-
ticipate in such a camp
that would cater to the
need of their ward in this
changing and challenging
society to face every aspect
of life.

The Chief Guest and the
special Guest gave away
participation certificates
and prizes to the winners
of the camp and awarded
the active parents who had
participated in different
competitions during the
camp. The parents and stu-
dents were full of praise
for the school for organiz-
ing such a camp.

Total 198 ‘Van Adhikar
Patta’ distributed

Central Chronicle News

Jagdalpur, May 14: LS
MP from Bastar Deepak
Baij and BJP District
President (Rural) Balram
Mourya were present in
the 'Samadhan camp' or-
ganised in Gram
Panchayat Bademarenga
of Tokapal block of the
district here on Thursday.

On this occasion Deepak
Baij distributed 'Forest
Rights patta' to 198 benefi-
ciaries of Gram
Panchayat Bademarenga
and also conducted inspec-
tion of different depart-
ments. He directed the doc-

tors to provide right treat-
ment to the children suf-
fering with serious ail-
ments in the village.

LS MP Deepak Baij said
that themain objective of
holding this 'Samadhan
Camp' is to solve the griev-
ances of rural persons and
provide them proper and
timely benefit of the gov-
ernment schemes.

For this all the officers
of the departments should
stay on the alert and since

the CM Bhupesh Baghel is
reviewing about imple-
mentation of government
schemes and its benefit to
the actual beneficiaries, it
is equally pertinent on
part of the officers to solve
their grievances timely.

He also warned the of-
ficers and other employ-
ees that no carelessness
in their execution of
work and implementa-
tion of policies would be
tolerated.

p In Gram Panchayat
Bademarenga
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Stone laid for new building
of Gram Panchayat

Central Chronicle News

Magarlod, May 14: The
building of Gram panchay-
at Bhavan in Sihawa was in
dilapidated condition and
after its inspection by the
MLA during the public con-
tact tour, he raised demand
for construction of new
building. For this the stone
was laid for the construc-
tion of new building of
Gram Panchayat here on
Thursday and informed
that it is expected to cost
around Rs 18 lakhs.

With this amount a full
well-furnished and build-
ing with all modern ameni-
ties will be constructed for
Gram Panchayat. The chief
guest of the function Dr
Laxmi Dhruv addressing
the gathering informed
that the state government
has issued order for con-
struction of new Gram
Panchayat building in the
'dhaam' of 'Sapt Rishi' and

at origin of 'Chitroptpala
river in Sihawa and hailed
the same. She also ex-
pressed gratitude towards
the Chief Minister for sanc-
tion of the amount and said
that the old building was in
dilapidated condition and it
is keeping in mind the in-
terest of the public repre-
sentatives and general pub-
lic that the new building
will be constructed and dec-
orated in beautiful manner.
It is in a healthy atmos-
phere that decision will be
taken for development and
construction work, so that
it bring laurels to Sihawa
and it is sitting in the new

building that the new jour-
ney of development works
in Sihawa will be taken
care off.

The government had
started 'Ram Van-path
Gaman Vikas Yatra' from
Gram Panchayat Sihawa of
Sihawa VS area and
termed it as highly appre-
ciable a move by the state
government. In the above
programme LL Dhruv,
Bhushan Sahu, Kailash
Nath Prajapati, Akhtar
Khan, Mahendra Dhanu
Sewak, Sachin Thakur,
Janki Parvati, Ram Singh
Patel, Madhuri, Jitendra
and others were present.

When fire broke out due to short-circuit in main electrical line 

Strategist arrive for 
expansion of power center

Central Chronicle News

Jagdalpur, May 14: Under
the leadership of the BJP
Jagdalpur Mandal under
the Kushabhau Thakre
Birth Centenary Action
Extension Plan, to strength-
en the booths of Shakti
Kendra in all 48 wards of
the city, at every booth
strategist are taking charge
in the region.

In the booth number 91
and 92 in the Shakti Kendra
of Sanjay Gandhi Ward,
Vidarak Narendra Panigrahi
took a meeting of the work-
ers and gave detailed infor-
mation on how to strengthen
the booth. Members of the
booth committee and key of-
fice bearers of the booth
were present in the meeting.
Vistarak Panigrahi said that
BJP will get success in every
booth in the assembly elec-
tions to be held next year.
Vistarak is contacting every
person of the booth with

BJP workers and is giving
information about the fail-
ure of the present
Chhattisgarh Congress gov-
ernment and how much de-
velopment was done in 15
years of BJP and what
schemes the present central
government is running for
the general public. Motiram
Baghel, Govind Inani,
Karthik Sena, Loknath Sena,
Subhashani Sena, Lakshmi
Baghel, Subari, Budhwari,
Ratnabai, Sanju Gopal,
Kanak and key officials of
Shakti Kendra were present.

p To strengthen 
every booth

‘Haaf River’ on verge of drying-up
Posing problems to around 100 villages dependent upon it

Professors from the Faculty of 
Pharmacy receive Int’l grant

Central Chronicle News

Bilaspur, May 14:
Professors of JK Group of
Institutions received
Australian Patent Grant
for their research work.
Hypothesized research fo-
cused on treatment of dia-
betes-induced cataract.
The team of researchers
worked on the synthesis of
a compound to prevent di-
abetes-induced cataract.

Researchers included
the Principal of JK
College of Pharmacy,
Bilaspur, Dr. D. P. Panda,
Prof. D. C. Sahu, Prof.

Akhtar Rasool, Dr. Arin
Bhattacharya, Dr. Bindu
Jain and Principal of JK
Institute of
P h a r m a c e u t i c a l
Education and Research,
Bilaspur, Dr. Vibhor
Kumar Jain.

At present in pharmacy
institutions of J. K. Group,
students are enrolled in D.
Pharm., B. Pharm and M.

Pharm courses. Further,
Dr. Panda informed that
students and faculties are
working on various re-
search projects and more
patent grants are expected
from India and abroad in
the near future.

Researchers attributed
the success to the manage-
ment of J. K. Group of
Institutions, Bilaspur for

their continued support
and research facilitation.
Moreover, Secretary Dr.
Irshad Khan and Director
Dr. Ashish Singh congrat-
ulated the team and moti-
vated them for their en-
deavors in projects ahead.

The Chairman of the J.
K. Group of Institutions,
K. Khan, encouraged the
team, and said that in view

of increasing prevalence
of diabetes, this research
would be beneficial for in-
novation in the treatment
of diabetes related disor-
ders and service to the so-
ciety. He also said that stu-
dents studying in different
institutes of the Group
would be inspired by the
tremendous success of
this project.

p Of J. K. Group 
of Institutions

CRPF PERSONNEL PERFORM YOGA

Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) personnel perform yoga during an event, part of Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav 
celebrations, at Tau Devi Lal Stadium in Gurugram, Saturday.

Bommai to decide on attending WEF’s annual meet
Bengaluru, May 14 (PTI):

Karnataka Chief
Minister Basavaraj
Bommai on Saturday said
he will soon take a call on
his visit to Swiss ski resort
town of Davos, to take part
in World Economic Forum’s
Annual Meeting.

He said he will have to de-
cide on the days and sched-
ule considering the upcom-
ing Rajya Sabha and
Legislative Council polls,
also the possibility of local
body polls being an-
nounced.

“I will decide regarding

the Davos visit today. I’m
one among the two Chief
Ministers who have got invi-
tation for Davos, it is an im-
portant event, but as these
elections have come now, for
how many days I should go,
when to go, I will decide,”

Bommai told reporters in
response to a question.

Bommai and Andhra
Pradesh Chief Minister Y S
Jaganmohan Reddy are ex-
pected to be in Davos for the
World Economic Forum’s
Annual Meeting 2022 from
May 22-26, while
Maharashtra minister and
chief minister Uddhav
Thackeray’s son Aaditya
Thackeray as also Telangana
minister and the state chief min-
ister K Chandrashekar Rao’s son
K T Rama Rao would be there.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and some senior union
ministers are also expected to

participate in the WEF’s Davos
summit, one of the most high-
profile congregations of the
world leaders globally, but there
has been no official announce-
ment so far regarding their par-
ticipation. Bommai today will be
participating in the Karnataka
BJP core committee meeting.
“Our party leaders- our in charge
(General Secretary) Arun Singh,
Santosh ji (National General
Secretary)- are coming for the
core committee meeting where
Yediyurappa, Sadananda
Gowda, Jagadish Shettar
(former CMs) and other sen-
ior leaders will be present,”
Bommai said.

‘Rules on linking Aadhaar with
electoral rolls can be issued soon’

New Delhi, May 14 (PTI):

Rules on linking Aadhaar
with the electoral rolls can
be issued by the govern-
ment soon, Chief Election
Commissioner Sushil
Chandra has said, adding
that sharing Aadhaar de-
tails will be voluntary for
voters, but those not doing
so will have to give “suffi-
cient reasons”.

Chandra, who demits of-
fice on Saturday evening,
also said that the poll panel
played a key role in intensi-
fying the vaccination drive
in the five states where as-
sembly elections concluded
in March this year to ensure
that voters and those in-
volved in election duty were
safe from the coronavirus.

In an interview with PTI,
he said two major electoral
reforms which took place in
his tenure as the CEC are
the provision of four dates
in a year instead of one to
enrol those turning 18 as
voters and the linking of
Aadhaar with electoral rolls
to check duplicate entries in
the voters’ list.

“Earlier, only January 1
of every year was the cut-off
date. We convinced the gov-
ernment that this reform is
very essential and these
people should be enrolled as
soon as they turn 18. With
this reform now, there will
be four dates in a year to get

these people registered
when they complete 18
years of age. This reform
was pending for the last 20
years,” Chandra said.

The four cut-off dates for
enrolment is part of a Bill
passed by Parliament a few
months back to allow link-
age of Aadhaar with the
electoral rolls.

As of now, those turning
18 on or before January 1
can be registered as voters.
Those who turn 18 on
January 2 or later have to
wait for one year to register
as a voter. But once the rules
are issued, young people
can get registered as voters
on four different dates every
year.

“The second biggest re-
form is the linking of
Aadhaar with electoral rolls
to check duplicate entries. It
will make the voter list
pure. It will make the elec-
toral roll more robust,” he
said.

Asked when the rules will
be notified by the govern-
ment, Chandra said “I think
very soon because we have
already sent draft proposals
in this regard. We have also
sent the forms which are to
be changed and they are
with the (law) ministry.
Very soon, I think they will
be cleared. We will also have
to tone up our IT system.”

On whether sharing
Aadhaar details will be vol-
untary, he replied in posi-
tive. “It will be voluntary.
But sufficient reason will
have to be given by voters
for not giving their Aadhaar
numbers. The reason may
include not having an
Aadhaar or not having ap-
plied for one or any other
reason they can think of. I
can not think of any other
reason,” the CEC said said.

Chandra was of the view
that sharing Aadhaar num-
ber will help the EC to puri-
fy the voter list. It will also
ensure that the poll panel is
able to give more services to
the voters through its com-
munication system, he
added.

“If we know about the
voter more clearly, then we
can give more services such
as when the elections will
be held and booth (details)
on their phone numbers...
We should know clearly that
he/she is the right person,”
Chandra said.

Kashmiri Pandit employees demand relocation 
to safe places outside Kashmir Valley

Srinagar, May 14 (PTI):

A group of Kashmiri
Pandit employees staged a
protest here on Saturday
against targeted killings
and demanding their relo-
cation to safe places out-
side Kashmir Valley, days
after a community mem-
ber was killed by terror-
ists in his office in
Budgam district.

Alleging that camps
housing Kashmiri Pandit
employees have been
locked following the
killing of Rahul Bhat, the
protesters demanded that
the authorities remove
such restrictions on them.

The community mem-
bers are posted in
Kashmir Valley under the
prime minister’s special
employment package.

Such employees living
in the Vessu transit camp
threatened to march to the
transit accommodations at
Sheikpura in Budgam,
where Bhat lived along
with others, and Veerwan
in Baramulla if the au-
thorities did not lift the re-
strictions by Sunday.

“We, the employees of
Vessu transit camp, have
decided to march to
Sheikhpura and Veerwan
colony in solidarity with
our brothers and sisters

tomorrow morning,” the
All PM Package
Employees Forum said in
a letter to Divisional
Commissioner P K Pole.

“The other day one of
our honest brothers
(Rahul Bhat) was killed,
that too in day time and
that too in his office where
a magistrate sits,” the
forum said. They said in-
stead of getting solidarity
and support, the protest-
ing employees are facing
teargas shells, baton
charge, detention and ar-
rests for expressing resent-
ment against the killing.

Meanwhile, clashes
broke out between the

members of the communi-
ty and the police in
Baramulla, officials said.

The community mem-
bers wanted to march out-
side the Veerwan Colony
— a transit camp for the
migrant employees — but
the police did not allow
them, resulting in clashes,
the officials said. They,
however, said there were
no reports of any injuries
to anyone in the clashes.
At the protest at Press
Enclave here, Kashmiri
Pandit employees raised
slogans against the
Jammu and Kashmir ad-
ministration and against
the killing of Bhat.
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BRIEF

Water shortage
i New Delhi: With the

Yamuna drying up
under the blazing
sun and Haryana not
responding to SOS
calls, authorities in
Delhi are barely
meeting the drinking
water demand in sev-
eral areas, officials
said on Saturday. The
level in the
Wazirabad pond has
dropped to 670.70
feet, the lowest this
year. It was 671.80 feet
on Thursday. The
pond level had
dropped to 667 feet on
July 11 last year,
prompting the Delhi
Jal Board (DJB) to
move the Supreme
Court seeking direc-
tions to Haryana to
release additional
water in the
Yamuna.

Army jawan dies
i Banihal/Jammu: An

Army jawan died by
suicide in Ramban
district of Jammu
and Kashmir, police
said on Saturday. The
deceased has been
identified as Ravi
Kumar (25), a resident
of Haryana. He was
on guard duty at Neel
top post in Banihal on
Friday evening when
he shot himself with
his service rifle, a po-
lice official said. He
said the reason be-
hind Kumar taking
the extreme step is yet
to be ascertained.
Police have initiated
inquest proceedings.
The body was sent to
Kumar’s unit after the
completion of medico-
legal formalities, the
official said.

Severe heatwave
i New Delhi: A heat-

wave spell scorching
Delhi for the last two
days is predicted to
worsen on Saturday,
with the India
Meteorological
Department (IMD) is-
suing an ‘orange’
alert, warning that
the mercury may soar
to 46-47 degrees
Celsius in parts of the
city. The maximum
temperature at the
Safdarjung
Observatory, Delhi’s
base station, is pre-
dicted to settle at 44
degrees Celsius as
against 42.5 degrees
Celsius on Friday.

Udaipur, May 14 (PTI):

No attempt should be
made to change the status of
any place of worship as it
would lead to huge conflict,
senior Congress leader P
Chidambaram said on
Saturday. It is to avoid such
conflict that the Narasimha
Rao government had passed
the Places of Worship Act, he
added. His remarks came a
day after the Supreme Court
refused to stay the inspection
of the Kashi Vishwanath
temple-Gyanvapi mosque
complex in Varanasi.

Chidambaram said the
Places of Worship Act was
passed after deep considera-
tion and the only exception
in that act was to the Ram
Janmabhoomi.

We believe that all other
places of worship should re-
main in the status they are
and they were. We should not
make an attempt to change
the status of any place of

worship, that will only lead to
huge conflict and it is to
avoid such conflict that the
Narasimha Rao government
passed the Places of Worship
act, he told reporters. The top
court has agreed to consider
listing the plea of a Muslim
party against the survey of
the Gyanvapi premises.

A bench comprising Chief
Justice N V Ramana and
Justices J K Maheswari and
Hima Kohli was told by sen-
ior advocate Huzefa Ahmadi,
appearing for the Muslim
side in the Gyanvapi mosque

case, that the plea has been
filed against the survey being
conducted at the Varanasi
site.

We have filed in relation to
a survey which has been di-
rected to be conducted in re-
lation to the Varanasi proper-
ty. This (Gyanvapi) has been
a mosque since time imme-
morial and this is clearly in-
terdicted by the Places of
Worship Act, Ahmadi said on
Friday. He said the direction
to conduct a survey has been
passed and an order of status
quo be passed at the moment.
Varanasi’s fast track court
headed by a civil judge (sen-
ior division) had on April 8,
2021 directed the
Archaeological Survey of
India to conduct a survey of
the Kashi Vishwanath
Temple-Gyanvapi Mosque
complex and ascertain if a
temple was demolished to
build the mosque that
stands adjacent to the 
temple.

Status of places of worship should not be
changed, will lead to conflict: Congress

Chief Election Commissioner
Sushil Chandra

Jammu, May 14 (PTI):

Border Security Force
(BSF) personnel deployed
along the International
Border (IB) here fired sev-
eral rounds at a drone
coming from the Pakistani
side on Saturday morning,
forcing it to retreat, an offi-
cial said. A massive search
operation was launched in
the area to ensure no
weapons or narcotics were
dropped by the flying ob-
ject, he said. “Today in the
morning, alert BSF troops
observed a blinking light
(in the sky) and immedi-
ately fired at it in the
Arnia area, forcing the
Pakistani flying object to
return. A combined
search operation is being
carried out in the area,”
BSF Deputy Inspector
General, Jammu frontier,

S P Sandhu said. Officials
said the Pakistani drone
was spotted by the border
guards around 4.45 am and
some eight rounds were
fired by them to bring it
down. After hovering for a
few minutes in the air, the
drone flew back, the offi-
cials said, adding the
search operation is going
on in the area falling
under the R S Pura sector.
This is the second such in-
cident to take place within
seven days. On May 7, the
BSF had opened fired at a
Pakistani drone in the
same area shortly after it
entered the Indian territo-
ry. Drone activity from
Pakistan has increased
after the BSF detected an
underground cross-border
tunnel in the Chak
Faquira area of Samba
district on May 4.

BSF troops open fire at Pakistani
drone near IB in Jammu

Jammu/Bhadarwah, May 14 (PTI):

The State
Investigation Agency
(SIA) of Jammu and
Kashmir has conducted
raids at 12 locations, in-
cluding at the native
house of the APHC
Pakistan chairman in
Bhadarwah, in connec-
tion with a terror-financ-
ing case, officials said.

The case was regis-
tered at the Gandhinagar
police station and subse-
quently transferred to
the SIA for an in-depth
investigation, they said.
The sleuths of the inves-
tigating agency, with the
assistance of the local po-
lice, carried out raids in
Jammu, Kathua, Doda
and Kashmir on Friday,
the officials said.

SIA conducts raids at 12 places
in terror-financing case in J&K
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DEMONSTRATION

This aerial picture shows hundreds of workers holding a demonstration in front of the
parliament building in Jakarta on Saturday, in relation to the International worker’s
day, Mayday, which they failed to do on May 1 due to the long Eid al-Fitr holiday.

BRIEF
New surge of COVID

Johannesburg:
South Africa is expe-
riencing a surge of
new COVID-19 cases
driven by two omi-
cron sub-variants,
according to health
experts. For about
three weeks the
country has seen in-
creasing numbers of
new cases and some-
what higher hospital-
isations, but not in-
creases in severe
cases and deaths,
said Professor Marta
Nunes, a researcher
at Vaccine and
Infectious Diseases
Analytics at Chris
Hani Baragwanath
Hospital in Soweto.

Pre-arrest bail 
Lahore: A Pakistani
court here on
Saturday extended
the pre-arrest bail of
Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif and
his son and Punjab
Chief Minister
Hamza Shehbaz
until May 21 in the
Rs 14 billion money
laundering case. The
indictment of the
prime minister and
his son was delayed
because the premier
was in London and
could not attend the
hearing.

Monkeypox virus 
London: Two indi-
viduals have been
diagnosed with
monkeypox virus in
London, the UK
Health Security
Agency (UKHSA)
confirmed on
Saturday. The cases
are from the same
household and are
not linked to a pre-
vious infection con-
firmed by the
agency last week,
which had been
linked with recent
travel history to
Nigeria where they
are believed to have
caught it. Where
and how the two
new cases acquired
their infection re-
mains under inves-
tigation.

Kyiv, May 14 (AP):

Russian forces suffered
heavy losses in a
Ukrainian attack that de-
stroyed a pontoon bridge
they were using to try to
cross a river in the east,
Ukrainian and British offi-
cials said in another sign
of Moscow’s struggle to
salvage a war gone awry.

Ukrainian authorities,
meanwhile, opened the
first war crimes trial of
the conflict Friday. The de-
fendant, a captured
Russian soldier, stands ac-
cused of shooting to death
a 62-year-old civilian in
the early days of the war.

The trial got underway
as Russia’s offensive in
the Donbas, Ukraine’s
eastern industrial heart-

land, seemed to turn in-
creasingly into a grind-
ing war of attrition.

Ukraine’s airborne
command released pho-
tos and video of what it
said was a damaged
Russian pontoon bridge

over the Siversky Donets
River in Bilohorivka and
several destroyed or dam-
aged Russian military ve-
hicles nearby the
Ukrainians said they de-
stroyed at least 73 tanks
and other military equip-

ment during the two-day
battle earlier this week.
The command said its
troops drowned the
Russian occupiers.

Britain’s Defense
Ministry said Russia lost
significant armored ma-
neuver elements” of at
least one battalion tacti-
cal group in the attack. A
Russian battalion tactical
group consists of about
1,000 troops.

Conducting river cross-
ings in a contested envi-
ronment is a highly risky
maneuver and speaks to
the pressure the Russian
commanders are under
to make progress in their
operations in eastern
Ukraine, the ministry
said in its daily intelli-
gence update.

Russia suffered losses in
failed river crossing

Islamabad, May 14 (PTI):

Foreign minister Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari on Saturday
vowed not to allow anyone to
harm the iron-clad friend-
ship between Pakistan and
China and promised to thor-
oughly investigate and
bring to justice the perpetra-
tors of the Karachi
University attack that killed
four people, including three
Chinese nationals. Three
Chinese language teachers
were killed when an explo-
sion triggered by a burqa-
clad woman suicide bomber
from the banned
Baluchistan Liberation
Army (BLA) ripped through
a van of the Confucius
Institute at the prestigious
University of Karachi on
April 26. A Pakistani driver
of the van was also killed.
The Karachi incident was
the latest targeted attack
against Chinese citizens in
Pakistan. Addressing a
solemn memorial service
held at the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs to honour
the lives and services of the
victims of the terrorist at-
tack, Bilawal said the entire
nation grieved with the fam-

ilies and people of China at
this terrible loss. Bilawal re-
iterated his strong condem-
nation of Karachi terrorist
attack and reaffirmed the
Government’s commitment
to thoroughly investigate
the incident and bring the
perpetrators to justice , the
Foreign Office said in a
statement. He expressed his
determination to not allow
anyone to harm the iron-
clad friendship between

Pakistan and China and un-
derscored that the Pakistan-
China iron-brotherhood’
would continue to grow.

Speaking on the occasion,
Charg d’Affaires of the
Chinese embassy in
Pakistan, Pang Chunxue
thanked the Government of
Pakistan for organising the
memorial service. She ap-
preciated the expression of
solidarity and support by
the entire Pakistani nation
against the cowardly attack.

She vowed that the blood
of the Chinese people in
nurturing this timeless
friendship will not be in
vain, and that any attack
aimed at the all-weather
strategic cooperative part-
nership between Pakistan
and China was doomed 
to fail.

Will not allow anyone to harm iron-clad
Pak-China ties: Bilawal Bhutto

Seoul, May 14 (AP):

North Korea on Saturday
reported 21 new deaths and
174,440 more people with
fever symptoms as the
country scrambles to slow
the spread of COVID-19
across its unvaccinated
population. The new deaths
and cases since Friday in-
creased total numbers to 27
deaths and 524,440 illnesses
amid a rapid spread of
fever since late April.

North Korea said 243,630
people had recovered and
280,810 remained in quar-
antine. State media didn’t
specify how many of the
fever cases and deaths were
confirmed as COVID-19 in-
fections.

The country imposed
what it described as maxi-
mum preventive measures
on Thursday after confirm-
ing its first COVID-19 cases

since the start of the pan-
demic. It had previously
held for more than two
years to a widely doubted
claim of a perfect record
keeping out the virus that
has spread to nearly every
place in the world.

North Korean leader
Kim Jong Un during a rul-
ing party Politburo meet-
ing on Saturday described
the outbreak as a histori-
cally great upheaval and
called for unity between
the government and peo-
ple to stabilise the out-
break as quickly as possi-
ble.

Officials during the
meeting mainly discussed
ways to swiftly distribute
medical supplies the
country has released from
its emergency reserves,
Pyongyang’s official
Korean Central News
Agency said. In a report

presented to the Politburo,
the North’s emergency epi-
demic office blamed most
of the deaths on mistakes
like overmuch taking of
drugs, bereft of scientific
medical treatment. Kim,
who said he was donating
some of his private medi-
cine supplies to help the

anti-virus campaign, ex-
pressed optimism that the
country could bring the
outbreak under control,
saying most transmissions
are occurring within com-
munities that are isolated
from one another and not
spreading from region to
region.

N. Korea confirms 21 new deaths as it battles COVID-19
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BJP avoiding 
economic problems
Itâ ™s very painful when

the economy of the country
has gone from bad to worse
and the back-breaking rise in
prices has turned the life of
the aam admi miserable, just
at that moment to divert atten-
tion of the Modi governmen-
tâ ™s total failure, the Sangh
Parivar lead by the BJP have
started various Hindu reli-
gious and communal activi-
ties in various (particularly
double engine) states like
â ˜Hanuman Chalishaâ ™,
name change in heritage
places, villages, roads etc. Not
only this like Babri Masjid
various other mosques in
Kashiâ ™s Gyanvapi mosque,
Mathura-Idgah case and now
the greatest work of the art,
the Taj Mahal, which Nobel
laureate Kabiguru
Rabindranath Tagore called
the a "teardrop on the cheek of
time." It remains a testament
to the griefâ ”and powerâ ”of
an emperor, that too probe the
22 closed doors in the Taj
Mahal to ascertain the pres-
ence of the idols of Hindu
deities, when BJP leader
Rajneesh Singh, seeks direc-
tion to the Archaeological
Survey of India (ASI) to exam-
ine the locked rooms of the
monument to check for the
presence of Hindu idols,
through the public interest lit-
igation (PIL) at Allahabad
High Court (AHC). Because
there could have been any-
thing before the Taj Mahal,
maybe a temple. The AHC di-
vision bench of Justice DK
Upadhyay and Justice
Subhash Vidyarthi, very
rightly rejected the plea as
â œmockery of PILâ ™ and
advised, "Please enroll your-
self in MA, then go for NET,
JRF and do research (on the
history of Taj Mahal). If any
institute disallows you to re-
search on such a topic. Then
come to us." Interestingly, the
Taj Mahal could be Emperor
Shah Jahan who created a
mausoleum which might have
some in-house (among 22
closed doors) temples but it
surely could not be a public
temple in any era.
Bidyut Kumar Chatterjee.

Faridabad

Pandit Shiv Kumar
Sharma

The death of Pandit Shiv
Kumar Sharma, a great san-
toor player, is surprising and
sad news for the music world.
His death is a tragic loss for
the entire country. Panditji
was a world-renowned classi-
cal santoor player who capti-
vated audiences all over the
globe. He was a santoor pio-
neer, and his contributions
were immeasurable. He was
awarded the Padma Shri,
Padma Bhushan, and Padma
Vibhushan awards, among
other significant honours.
His passing away has left a
vacuum in Indian cultural
music.

Chandan Kumar Nath,
via Mail

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

WHAT THEY TWEET!

HHaarrsshh  GGooeennkkaa
@@hhvvggooeennkkaa

When a plant does not
grow well, we blame the
fertilizer, more water or
less sun but not the plant.
When we have problems
with friends/family we
blame the person. What is
needed is not to blame but
to understand. If we under-
stand, we can love and the

situation will change.

AAsshhookk  GGeehhlloott@@aasshhookkggeehhlloott5511

Deeply saddened to know many lives
have been lost in a massive fire incident
in a building near Mundka Metro
Station in Delhi. My heart goes out to
the bereaved families. May God give
them strength to bear this loss. Prayers
for speedy recovery of those injured.

RRaahhuull  GGaannddhhii@@RRaahhuullGGaannddhhii

My heartfelt condolences to the
family of Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed
Al-Nahyan and to the people of
United Arab Emirates.He will be
fondly remembered as a visionary
leader who brought rapid develop-
ment to the UAE.

KKeevviinn  PPiieetteerrsseenn@@KKPP2244

Current players asking me

to carry on pushing for

franchising County Cricket.

They know how poor the

standard is! Donâ€™t shoot

the messenger!

RRKK  VViijj@@iippssvviijjrrkk

Congratulations DS Chauhan IPS-88 on becoming DGP UP. 

AAaarrttii  TTiikkoooo@@AAaarrttiiTTiikkoooo
Since #RahulBhatâ€™s killing, the
massive spontaneous protests by
Kashmiri Pandits in Kashmir is a clear
indicator that our younger generations
are ready to take charge. We deserve
new leadership that is connected to
the ground & has the pulse of our com-
munity. Our youth must lead.

I n the wake of the Ukraine war after the homecoming of Indian med-
ical students, the situation has raised certain points to ponder over. It

is known that roughly 20,000 students or so were studying medicine in
Ukraine, and some are in other destinations such as Russia, the
Philippines, Germany, Kazakhstan, Nepal, Bangladesh, etc. The chief rea-
sons of going abroad are (1) inability to secure a seat in Indian medical
colleges because of tough competition, (2) the high cost of medical edu-
cation in private medical colleges in India, and (3) admission is possible
with much relaxed standard. The WHO recommends one doctor per thou-
sand of population, but in India the ratio is 0.8 per 1000. India needs 1.38
million of doctors against the present 1.2 million registered
practitioners.To have a quality check of the students going abroad, the
Government of India set rules to bring them to a particular quality level in
2012. A student has to qualify in the NEET examination seeking admission
in foreign countries. The other requirement is, the student must secure 50
PC marks in Physics, Chemistry and Biology in Class 12 standard final ex-
amination. In December, 2021, out of 16 lakh medical study aspirants,
7,72,500 students could qualify in the examination, against 88,120 MBBS
seats and 27,498 BDS seats in India. The number of seats available in pri-
vate colleges was 43,815 in 2021. Private colleges in India charge nearly
Rs 10-15 lakh or even more per year, but it is Rs 5-6 lakh per year in for-
eign countries, including food and lodging. This naturally attracts the stu-
dents. Now the NMC has given guidelines that half of the seats of private
medical colleges and deemed universities be available at government
rate from the next academic session. On the quality requirements of doc-
tors, the head of the JIPMER Z Zayapragassarazan said, "A hospital needs
well-qualified doctors as they have to treat patients. There shall be a strict
mechanism to check and filter the doctors before allowing them to enter
the system." To ensure the quality of foreign qualified doctors, the MCI
has made it compulsory to pass Foreign Medical Graduate Examination
(FMGE) to make them eligible for practice in India. But it is seen that the
qualifying rate is below the satisfactory level. Data from the National
Board of Examination reveal that the performance of doctors as a whole
of different countries between 2015 and 2018 ,the passing average is only
14.2.% and performance of Pakistan and Bangladesh topping the list with
29.6% and 27.11% respectively and that of Ukraine is 14.87% . 

Best of the performance was in June, 2021, 4,283 passed out of 18,048
aspirants showed slight improvement of 23.7%. The minimum qualifying
mark is 150 out of 300. Medical graduates from the UK, USA, Australia,
Canada and New Zealand are not required to clear FMGE. Similarly, Indian
students have to pass the United States Medical Licensing Examination (
USMLE) to practice in the USA. It is also reported that there has been dis-
parity in terms of salary packages as compared to Indian counterparts
they get less. Those who could not clear FMGE, some are working in non-
practicing fields and even in restaurants! Now government has taken a
new decision that with effect from 2023 onwards all the medical gradu-
ates both of Indian medical colleges and foreign-returned doctors will be
required to clear Medical Exit Test Examination before being allowed to
practice. This is a good step forward to enhance the standard of medical
education to an acceptable uniform level. The proposed National Exit Test
will replace existing NEET PG test and FMGE. To cope with higher demand
in seats, India must increase number of medical colleges on PP model or
purely private or in State sectors. The main constrains in setting up pri-
vate medical colleges are land availability of minimum 25 acres and con-
struction of 430-bedded hospitals for a strength of 100 intakes. For, this,
capital is needed to the tune of Rs 500-600 crore. One option is to allow
good quality existing hospitals like Apollo, Fortis and Medanta groups of
hospitals etc., with excellent quality teaching staff, to start medical edu-
cation. It may be a viable one. The ratio of doctors in Assam is one doctor
for every 1,453 people. Assam has 24,083 ( June, 2020 ) registered allo-
pathic doctors. For a population of 3.5 crore the requirement is 35,000
doctors. The PM is proposing to set up one medical college in every dis-
trict of India in the next 10 years. In Assam, 8 medical colleges are func-
tioning at the moment with a few others at different stages of develop-
ment. It is a very wise proposal to set up three more medical colleges in
the ensuing Assam Budget. People need more number of medical col-
leges but no engineering college, as 48% engineers are unemployed on
all-India basis. As performance in the FMGE is the only visible indicator of
the quality of foreign medical education, a big question looms as to
whether to send or not to send students abroad for medical education.
This warrants rational thinking.

Foreign medical education
and its problems

T he Supreme Court's order keeping the sedition law under Section
124A of the Indian Penal Code in abeyance is path-breaking. Equally

significant is that no new charges will be registered under the law and all
pending trials, appeals and proceedings will be suspended. Whether
Section 124A is removed from the statute books or amended to prevent
gross misuse, the process of reaching that decision must be open, trans-
parent and inclusive. And this process must not prejudge the final deci-
sion. The apex court's order creates the condition for a meaningful review
of Section 124A and enables the government to undertake this exercise in
good faith. One sincerely hopes it takes the first option of scratching the
law off the statute books. The government, on its part, must now under-
take a time-bound and thorough consideration of whether a sedition law
is at all necessary. It has reportedly sought to take on board the 'views of
the stakeholders'. These must be open and inclusive as this exercise ap-
pears to be a response to the growing public discomfort with the law, and
the possibility that the Supreme Court would read it down. On its part, the
Supreme Court has taken a significant step by ordering a stay on all pend-
ing sedition cases and advising the police and administration not to use
this section of the law until the Centre completes its review. There are
broadly two options before GoI - repealing the provision as was done in
Britain, or amending it to provide clearer definition of sedition to limit its
use and misuse as in the US. While wider consultation must be undertak-
en, it is important to build on work that has been already done. 

The Law Commission's 2018 consultation paper provides a good start-
ing point for this exercise. The aim is to design a legal provision that bal-
ances issues of national security with protecting India's liberal democra-
cy. It is still unclear, however, whether the government will scrap the law
or sharpen the conditions under which the law can be invoked. The land-
mark 1962 ruling by a five-judge bench of the Supreme Court upheld the
validity of Section 124A but limited its scope to two tests: Whether the
acts had the effect of subverting the government by violent means or cre-
ating law and order problems. Though these interpretations appear unex-
ceptionable, the police and courts have often applied them so narrowly
that the law has caught in its net activists and almost anyone whose opin-
ion annoyed the Centre or state governments. It is certainly remarkable
that there are 800 cases of sedition currently being heard and 13,000 peo-
ple in jail because of it. Though the Centre has not indicated a timeline for
its review of the sedition law, this would be an opportune time for it to re-
consider other laws that impinge on human rights. Foremost among them
is the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act or UAPA, under which an ac-
cused is presumed guilty unless proven innocent, which militates against
basic constitutional guarantees.

SC order on sedition 
law path-breaking
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SSuubbrraammaanniiaann  SSwwaammyy@@SSwwaammyy3399

The murder of Rahul Bhat by
Muslim extremists cannot be taken
casually as Modi Govt is doing.
What is the use of talking of
Hindutva when the Govt is a sissy
and cannot retaliate. Why did Modi
go only to Jammu? He must now
immediately go to Srinagar.

T he Indian government
has catapulted the

maxim of sarvajanahitaya, sar-
vajanasukhaya (for the good of
all, for the happiness of all) into
a palpable reality in the past
decade. The extant essence of
janhit (public interest) has
been reinvented to â œmain-
streamâ  gendered experi-
ences. Gender mainstreaming
has seamlessly pervaded every
sphere of statecraft, ensuring it
is not reduced to the ranks of
an artificial add-on.

The incumbent government
adopts a system-wide gendered
lens to inform policy praxis.
Women have been mandatorily
recognised as the head of the
household for the issuance of
ration cards, under the aus-
pices of The National Food
Security Act, 2013. Pradhan
Mantri Awas Yojana (PMAY)
and Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala
Yojana (PMUY) accord benefits
â ” homeownership and LPG
connections, respectively â ” to
women beneficiaries. Such in-
terventions have unequivocally
fortified womenâ ™s access to
economic resources, elevating
inter alia their social status.

Earlier schemes like the
Rashtriya Swasthya Bima
Yojana (RSBY) that inadvertent-
ly exempted women from seek-
ing health services have been
re-engineered and conclusively
replaced. In its place, the
Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya
Yojana (PM-JAY) not only ren-

ders households without any
adult male members eligible for
the scheme, but also dismisses
the off-colour cap of five benefi-
ciaries per family that would
penalise women in larger fami-
lies, owing to male preference.
Additionally, PM-JAY supports
a substantial number of health
benefits packages that are ei-
ther women-centric in nature
or are overwhelmingly com-
mon to both men and women.
Under the aegis of the scheme,
more women than men have
availed of oncology services.

A barely decade-old govern-
ment is doing what other sat-
tadharis who held the reins of
the nation for the better part of
the century could not: It is visi-
bilising women, it is nurturing
nari shakti. By placing assets
such as houses and LPGs in the
hands of women, it is challeng-
ing the unequal status quo. It is
doing so not only through poli-
cies but by bridging gendered
data deficits.

The first nationwide Time
Use Survey was carried out in
2019 shepherded by the
National Statistical Office
under the stewardship of the
incumbent government. The
Survey has finally put a num-
ber to the unpaid, unacknowl-
edged sweat and toil of our
jananis â ” 7.2 hours a day, that
is approximately how much the
average Indian woman devotes
to caregiving and domestic
services against the average

Indian manâ ™s 2.8 hours. The
investigation of the implica-
tions and consequent policy
corrections for the same has
only been made possible by this
Survey.

It is worthy to note that it
was in 1998, conterminously
with the farsighted Atal Bihari
Vajpayee-led National
Democratic Alliance, that the
TUS was first piloted across six
Indian states; now, Time Use
Surveys have found a promi-
nent place in policy discourse
and find mention in the global
indicator framework of the
United Nations-Sustainable
Development Goals (UN-SDGs).

As a routine source of cru-
cial information on nutrition,
fertility, family planning, repro-
ductive, maternal and child
health and mortality, the
National Family Health Survey
(NFHS) is a barometer of
Indiaâ ™s performance in se-
curing equitable health out-
comes, especially for women.
The sampling strategy of
NFHS-4 (2015-16) underwent a
comprehensive, methodologi-
cal renovation, statistically ac-
counting for all districts in the
nation, proving to be a colossal
improvement over its predeces-
sor NFHS-3â ™s (2005-06) na-
tionally representative sample.
Sub-national and district-level
representativeness has prompt-
ed prioritised, targeted inter-
ventions to address healthcare
challenges.

NFHS-4 for the first time
recorded gender-disaggregated
cancer prevalence. NFHS-5 for
the first time recorded informa-
tion on whether women had
ever undergone a screening test
for cancer of the oral cavity,
breast, and cervix. Together,
NFHS-4 and 5 provide a tour
dâ ™horizon of the health of
the Indian woman and serve as
an incomparable mine of data.

The statistical architecture
of the nation as we knew it has

been rebuilt to count women.
The popular academic adage
holds that â œwhat gets count-
ed countsâ . This provides a
scaffolding for resource alloca-
tion for policy-making.
Recognising the same, quin-
quennial employment and un-
employment data collected erst-
while by the National Sample
Survey (NSS) were supplanted
by quarterly and annual
Periodic Labour Force Survey
(PLFS) for timely gender-disag-
gregated labour force statistics.
The PLFS now boasts of gen-
der-disaggregated data such as
Female Worker Population
Ratio, Female Labour Force
Participation Rate and Female
Unemployment Rate.

Under the stewardship of the
Ministry of Home Affairs, the
National Crime Records
Bureau (NCRB) initiated the
collection of data on female
foeticide in 2014. Such despon-
dent data points are bitter pills
to swallow but in the spirit of
quantification, the incumbent
government has facilitated its
collection and has swiftly acted
upon its implications through
the BetiBachao, BetiPadhao
campaign.

Quantification is a step to-
wards resolution and rectifica-
tion. The government is gener-
ating a plethora of gender-dis-
aggregated data through either
implementation-related statis-
tics or through surveys and
using them to inform or reform
schemes, thus perpetuating a
virtuous cycle. It is now the
onus of individuals and groups
in academia, research and eval-
uation consultancies to con-
duct audits and third-party as-
sessments of such data to fur-
ther mainstream gender in
public policy for janhit (public
interest).

Writer is Union Minister of
Women and Child

Development

SMRITI ZUBIN IRANI

A guide leads a group of visitors during a tour at Bollywood Park in Filmcity Mumbai, in Mumbai.

How India is empowering women through policy
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BRIEF

Resignation

New Delhi: Debt-rid-
den Future Retail's
Chief Financial
Officer C P Toshniwal
has resigned from the
company, effective
May 12. Toshniwal's
resignation is the re-
cent addition to the
string of resignations
that started after the
Rs 24,713-crore deal
was called off last
month by the billion-
aire Mukesh Ambani-
led Reliance
Industries after credi-
tors voted against it.
Last week, Future
Retail's Managing
Director Rakesh
Biyani stepped down,
while officials includ-
ing the company sec-
retary of the debt-rid-
den firm tendered res-
ignation.

Commercial operation
New Delhi: State-
owned power giant
NTPC on Saturday an-
nounced the begin-
ning of commercial
operation of the first
part capacity of 20
MW out of 56 MW
Kawas Solar PV
Project in Gujarat.
"Consequent upon
successful commis-
sioning, the first part
capacity of 20 MW out
of 56 MW Kawas Solar
PV Project at Kawas,
Gujarat, is declared on
Commercial
Operation from 00:00
Hrs of May 14, 2022," a
BSE filing said.

Growth momentum
Chennai:

Matchmaking service
provider
Matrimony.com has
demonstrated good
growth in financial
year 2022 and was
poised to enhance its
growth momentum,
according to a top offi-
cial. The city-based
company had regis-
tered a 15.6 per cent
jump on its consolidat-
ed profit after tax for
the quarter and 31.44
per cent on PAT for the
year ending March 31,
2022. The consolidated
net profit for the quar-
ter under review grew
to Rs 11.70 crore, from
Rs 10.12 crore regis-
tered in correspon-
ding quarter previous
year. For the year end-
ing March 31, 2022 con-
solidated net profits
rose to Rs 53.59 crore,
from Rs 40.77 crore
registered year ago.

Boarding passes 

New Delhi: Aviation
Minister Jyotiraditya
Scindia   said he is ex-
amining the matter of
airlines charging pas-
sengers a fee for issuing
boarding passes at
check-in counters in-
side the terminals.A
passenger named Neeti
Shikha said on Twitter:
"New rule of SpiceJet.
If you wish to get a
boarding card at the
check in counter,you
need to pay extra. This
is like telling a cus-
tomer in a restaurant
that if you want eat in a
plate,you will be
charged.Wonder
what's consumer forum
doing!" Journalist
Madhavan Narayanan
called this practice of
airlines as "ridiculous".

New Delhi, May 14: 

Campbell Wilson has
termed his appointment
as Air India CEO and MD
as a fantastic opportunity
to lead a historic airline
and mentioned that there
are "mountains to climb"
in his new stint. Wilson is
currently the Chief
Executive Officer of the
Singapore Airlines' whol-
ly-owned subsidiary Scoot
Air. Singapore Airlines
(SIA) is a joint venture
partner of Tata Group in
full service carrier
Vistara.

On Thursday, Tata Sons
had announced the ap-
pointment of Wilson as
the Managing Director
and Chief Executive
Officer of Air India. In a
communique sent to Scoot

employees on Friday, he
said, "This afternoon I in-
formed the executive team
and your union leaders of
my resignation from Scoot
and the SIA Group." He
said it was by no means an
easy decision to leave and
SIA was his first profes-
sional job and has been his
home for the last 26 years.
Wilson noted that across
three continents, six coun-

tries and more than 12
roles, SIA has accorded
him many more opportu-
nities and experiences
than he could ever have
dreamed of. "It is especial-
ly hard to leave Scoot
which, in two chapters, I
have had the honour and
pleasure of nurturing - to-
gether with a wonderful,
wonderful group of peo-
ple, past and present - from
a mere spreadsheet to,
amongst many other
things, the World's Best
Long-Haul, Low-Cost
Airline," he mentioned.
Through the initial years
of start-up and rapid
growth, to the depths of
aviation's worst-ever crisis
and now the accelerating
recovery, Scoot has truly
been a labour of love, he
said.

Mumbai, May 14:  

An exceptional package,
today motorolalaunched
themotorolaedge 30, which
is not just India’s lightest
5G smartphone at 155gm,
but also the world’s
thinnest 5G smartphone
measuring just 6.79mm.
The motorola edge 30 is
also the first smartphone
in India to feature the
Snapdragon 778G+ 5G
processor for a flagship
grade performance that
delivers smooth multitask-
ing and best-in-class gam-
ing with support for
Qualcomm Elite Gaming.

Besides that, it features
the best in segment144Hz,
10-bitp OLED display that
supports over a billion
colours. The incredible
display also supports
HDR10+, DC-Dimming
and comes with an in-dis-
play fingerprint reader.
The entertainment experi-
ence on the edge 30 is fur-
ther amplified with stereo
speakers that come with
Dolby Atmos and support
Snapdragon Sound for the
most immersive and near

loss-less audio experience.
The motorola edge 30

comes with Motorola's sig-
nature near-Stock
Android 12 experience, as-
sured upgrade to Android
13 and 14 plus security up-
dates for 3 years.It also
comes with Ready For, al-
lowing users to play mo-
bile games, make video
calls, or use their phone’s
apps on a big screen. With

seamless wireless connec-
tivity, users can now enjoy
a hassle-free connection
with their TV and get
more work done with a full
mobile desktop experience
on the big screen. The mo-
torola edge 30 also comes
with the security of
ThinkShieldfor mobile, de-
signed to deliver best-in-
class business-grade secu-
rity. When it comes to cam-
eras, the edge 30 comes
with a truly flagship grade
setup featuring India’s
first 50 MP high resolution
ultrawide + macro cam-
era, a 50MP primary cam-
era with OIS and a 32MP
selfie camera. In terms of
connectivity, the product
comes with best in class
support for 13 5G
bands,WiFi 6E, 3 Carrier
Aggregation, 4X4
MIMOfor exceptional data
speeds and seamless con-
nectivity.

With an exceptional des-
ignand flagship features,
themotorola edge 30 offers
an unparalleled experi-
ence to Indian consumers
at an incredible price
point.

Motorola launches world’s thinnest
5G phone-motorola edge 30

There are mountains to climb: Air
India CEO-designate Campbell

New Delhi, May 14:  

Asserting that there is
no wheat supply crisis in
the country, Commerce
Secretary BVR
Subrahmanyam on
Saturday said the govern-
ment's decision to ban
wheat exports will help in
controlling rising domes-
tic prices and meeting the
food requirement of
India's neighbours and
vulnerable countries. The
government has banned
wheat exports with imme-
diate effect. However, the
export shipments for
which irrevocable letters
of credit (LoC) have been
issued on or before the
date of this notification
will be allowed.

Subrahmanyam said
that the decision was
taken at the right time.
"There is no dramatic fall

in production. I do not
think there is a crisis
which needs to be imag-
ined. There is adequate
food available in govern-
ment stocks and private
stocks," he said while ad-
dressing a joint press
briefing along with coun-
terparts in the depart-

ments of food and agricul-
ture. Explaining the ra-
tionale behind the deci-
sion, the commerce secre-
tary said the primary goal
was to put a "check on in-
flation". "So, what is the
purpose of this order.
What it is doing is in the
name of prohibition - we

are directing the wheat
trade in a certain direc-
tion. We do not want the
wheat to go in an irregu-
lated manner to places
where it might get just
hoarded or where it may
not be used to the purpose
which we are hoping it
would be used for,"
Subrahmanyam said.

The focus has also been
given to ensuring adequate
food stock availability with-
in the country. "At the end
of the day, food is a very
sensitive item for every
country because it affects
everybody - poor, the mid-
dle and the rich," he said,
adding the wheat flour
prices have gone up in
some parts of the country
by about 40 per cent. The
government is also com-
mitted to ensuring the food
security of neighbours and
vulnerable countries.

Wheat export ban to help 
control prices, regulate trade
in right direction: Comm secy

Secretary (Food) Sudhanshu Pandey (C), Secretary Commerce BVR
Subrahmanyam (R) and Secretary Agriculture Manoj Ahuja (L) jointly
address a press conference on ‘Wheat Scenario’, in New Delhi on Saturday.

Mumbai, May 14:  

Union Minister
Sarbananda Sonowal on
Saturday said the govern-
ment has set up a high-
level committee to create
an enabling eco-system for
the development of cruise
tourism in the country.
The committee comprises
government officials and
cruise industry players.
Sonowal on Saturday in-
augurated the first two-
day International Cruise
Conference being held
here. Speaking to the
media on the sidelines of
the event, the minister
said the government aims
to make India the most at-
tractive cruise tourism
destination and the indus-

try the world's largest one
in the world. The Minister
for Ports, Shipping and
Waterways also informed

that the government has
set up a Task Force under
the Secretary in the
Ministry of Tourism and

the Shipping secretary as
its vice-chairman. The
high-level committee will
assist the Task Force with
its ideas and suggestions
to the committee, he said.
"I declare the constitution
of a High-level committee
comprising both govern-
ment officials and national
and international indus-
try players. It will assist
the Taskforce and give it
ideas and suggestions,"
Sonowal told reporters.
Emphasising that the pur-
pose of the international
conference is to make
India a cruise tourism
hub, the minister said the
government will provide
whatever modern infra-
structure is required to at-
tain the objective.

Govt sets up committee to create enabling
eco-system to boost cruise tourism

Union Minister for Ports, Shipping & Waterways Sarbananda
Sonowal, Goa Tourism Minister Rohan Khaunte and Shiv Sena MP
Arvind Sawant during the 1st Incredible India International Cruise
Conference’, in Mumbai on Saturday.

Mumbai, May 14: 

State-owned Bank of
Baroda Friday reported a
standalone profit after tax
of Rs 1,779 crore in the
quarter ended March 2022,
helped by higher interest
income and fall in bad
loans. The lender had a
loss of Rs 1,047 crore in the
year-ago period. In the last
financial year, the bank
posted a standalone net
profit of Rs 7,272 crore
compared to Rs 829 crore
in 2020-21.

"The year went as per
the guidance we gave at
the beginning of the year.
Our thought was that we
should grow as per market
and also protect our mar-
gins because liquidity was

abundant and corporate
lending was under pres-
sure in terms of pricing.
"We have grown our (glob-
al gross) loan book by
about 8.9 per cent during
the year," the bank's
Managing Director and
CEO Sanjiv Chadha said.
On the liability side, he
said the bank wanted to
make sure its deposit
growth remained in line
with asset growth so that
there was no overhang of
liquidity. "So by keeping
that discipline, we were
able to have our CD (Credit
Deposit) ratio at two per-
centage points higher at
the end of the year as com-
pared to the beginning of
the year. On the deposit
side, the growth came

from the Casa ratio which
moved to 44 per cent," he
said. Net Interest Income
(NII) registered a growth
of 21.2 per cent at Rs 8,612
crore in the fourth quarter
of FY22 as against Rs 7,107
crore in the year-ago peri-
od. Net Interest Margin
(NIM) in the fourth quar-
ter stood at 3.08 per cent,
an increase of 36 bps com-
pared to the same quarter
of FY21.

Net Interest Margins
(NIM) improved by 32
basis points (bps) y-o-y to
3.03 per cent in FY22.
Gross Non-Performing
Assets (NPAs) reduced to
Rs 54,059 crore in the lat-
est quarter from Rs
66,671 crore in the year-
ago period.

Bank of Baroda posts Rs 1,779 cr
profit in March quarter

New Delhi, May 14: 

The gross premium in-
come of non-life insurance
companies grew nearly 24
per cent to Rs 21,326.58 crore
in April, data from IRDAI
showed on Friday. The non-
life insurance companies
had a gross premium busi-
ness worth Rs 17,251.10 crore
in April 2021. Of the total 31
non-life insurance compa-
nies, 24 general insurers reg-
istered a growth of 23.57 per
cent in their gross direct
premium written in April at
Rs 19,705.86 crore, according
to data from the Insurance
Regulatory and
Development Authority of
India (IRDAI). These gener-
al insurers had registered a
premium income worth Rs
15,946.91 crore in April 2021.
The five standalone private

sector health insurance
companies posted a 29.14 per
cent growth in their collec-
tive gross premium income
during the month at Rs
1,550.14 crore, as against Rs
1,200.34 crore in the year-ago
period.

However, the two spe-
cialised PSU insurers --
Agricultural Insurance
Company of India and
ECGC Ltd -- witnessed a de-
cline of over 32 per cent in
their combined premium in-
come at Rs 70.57 crore in
April as against Rs 103.85
crore in the same period a
year ago. While ECGC regis-
tered a growth of 53.41 per
cent at Rs 68.62 crore,
Agricultural Insurance
Company of India reported
a slump of 96.70 per cent in
its premium income at Rs
1.95 crore in April.

Non-life insurers’ gross 
premium income rises 24% 

New Delhi, May 14: 

Billionaire Mukesh
Ambani's Reliance
Industries Ltd climbed two
spots to No. 53 on Forbes'
latest Global 2000 list of
public companies world-
wide. Forbes Global 2000
ranks the largest compa-
nies in the world using four
metrics: sales, profits, as-
sets and market value,
Forbes said releasing the
2022 ranking of the world's
top 2,000 companies.
Reliance is the top-ranked
Indian firm on the list, fol-
lowed by State Bank of
India at No. 105, HDFC
Bank at No. 153 and ICICI
Bank at No. 204. Other top
10 Indian firms on the list
include state-owned Oil and
Natural Gas Corporation

(ONGC) at 228 rank,
Housing Development
Finance Corporation Ltd
(HDFC) at No. 268, Indian
Oil Corporation (IOC) at
No.357, Tata Consultancy
Services Ltd (TCS) at No.
384, Tata Steel at No. 407
and Axis Bank at No. 431.
"Energy and banking sec-
tor corporations were
among the highest-ranking
Indian companies in
Forbes' Global 2000 list of
public companies this
year," the publication said.

Oil-to-telecom-to-retail
conglomerate Reliance,
which recorded sales of
USD 104.6 billion between
April 2021 and March 2022,
became the first Indian
company to generate over
USD 100 billion in annual
revenue.

Reliance top-ranked Indian
firm on Forbes Global 2000 list

Mumbai, May 14: 

The comprehensive
trade agreement between
India and the UAE will
help in creating huge job
opportunities and boost
growth of the domestic
economy, Commerce and
Industry Minister Piyush
Goyal said. The bilateral
pact, officially dubbed as
the Comprehensive
Economic Partnership
Agreement (CEPA) is ex-
pected to increase the bi-
lateral trade in goods to
over USD 100 billion and
trade in services to over
USD 15 billion within five
years. It came into effect
from May 1.

The agreement opens
the door for many sectors,
particularly labour-inten-

sive ones such as textiles,
gem and jewellery, phar-
maceuticals and agricul-
ture, Goyal said while
briefing the media along
with the UAE Minister for
Economy Abdullah Bin
Touq Al Marri here. The
ministers launched 'India-
UAE Start-up Bridge' at
the India-UAE

Partnership Summit, or-
ganised by industry body
CII here. "Clearly millions
of jobs will be added if
our exports which are
now at about USD 36 bil-
lion, which is about nearly
Rs 2.5 lakh crore, grows as
we are planning. And my
own guess estimate is this
partnership can finally go
up to about USD 250 bil-
lion of bilateral trade on
both sides.

"So my sense is that this
will give a big boost to eco-
nomic growth, to jobs.
And the opportunities it
opens not only in the
UAE, but in the larger
ground for the African re-
gion. (It) should signifi-
cantly give a bump up to
the Indian economy as
well," Goyal said.

India-UAE trade pact to create huge job
opportunities, boost economy: Goyal

New Delhi, May 14: 

Retail businesses across
India grew 23 per cent in
April this year in terms of
sales as compared to pre-
pandemic levels of the same
month in 2019 with cus-
tomers coming back to
stores, as per industry body
RAI. According to the latest
survey by Retailers
Association of India (RAI),
retail businesses across re-
gions grew in April 2022
with sales in North India
rising 32 per cent, West
India (24 per cent), East
India and South India (18
per cent growth each) in
comparison to the pre-pan-
demic sales level in April
2019. "It is heartening to see
that customers are back in

the stores, shopping and re-
tailers are witnessing quan-
tity growth in sales," RAI
CEO Kumar Rajagopalan
said.

In terms of categories, the
quick service restaurant
segment grew the highest at
45 per cent in April 2022 over
the corresponding period of
2019, followed by consumer
durables and electronics at
26 per cent. Apparel and

clothing, and sports goods
categories grew by 23 per
cent each, while footwear
rose by 22 per cent, as per
RAI. Food and grocery seg-
ment witnessed a growth of
15 per cent and jewellery
also saw a rise of 8 per cent
in April this year compared
to the same month of 2019.
However, the beauty, well-
ness and personal care seg-
ment is yet to recover to pre-
pandemic levels. It regis-
tered a decline of 1 per cent
in the period under review
as against April 2019.
Rajagopalan, however, said,
"While most of the cate-
gories have shown good per-
formance, it is important to
note that about 10 per cent of
this growth can be account-
ed to inflation.

Retail businesses grow
23 pc in April: RAI

Maruti Suzuki 
finalises site for new

manufacturing 
facility in Haryana

New Delhi, May 14: 

The country's largest carmak-
er Maruti Suzuki India (MSI)
on Friday announced an
investment of Rs 11,000 crore
in the first phase of a new
facility to be set up at Sonipat
in Haryana. The company said
it has completed the process
of allotment of an 800-acre
site at IMT Kharkhoda in
Sonipat district with HSIIDC
(Haryana State Industrial and
Infrastructure Development
Corporation Ltd). The new
plant's first phase with a
manufacturing capacity of 2.5
lakh units per annum is
expected to be commissioned
by 2025, subject to adminis-
trative approvals. In the first
phase, the investment would
be over Rs 11,000 crore, it
added. 

T
he Anil Kapoor starrer 'Thar'
which had an OTT release
has managed to stand out of

the crowd. Riding on the back of its
storyline, picturesque landscapes,
performances and style of filming,
within a week of release, the movie

figures in the global Top 10 Non-
English films on Netflix and is cur-
rently trending in the top spot in

films in India.
An elated Anil Kapoor said, "It's

amazing to see how with Netflix,
boundaries of filmmaking can be pushed
and unique and differentiated films can
find audiences. We are overwhelmed to see
how 'Thar', our attempt at something new,
has found tremendous love on Netflix. Seeing
the film currently trend at no.1 in films in
India is proof that our audience is open to dif-
ferentiated content and pushes us to tell di-
verse stories." Directed and written by Raj
Singh Chaudhary and produced by Anil
Kapoor Film and Communication Network
(AKFC), the film stars Anil Kapoor, Fatima
Sana Shaikh, Harshvarrdhan Kapoor, Satish
Kaushik, Mukti Mohan and Jitendra Joshi in
pivotal roles. Talking about the success of Thar
on Netflix , Harshvarrdhan Kapoor who also
turned producer for the first time for this film
shares, "I've lived with 'Thar' for many years and
at times it felt like it was a distant dream but we

persevered and today this dream has become
a successful reality thanks to Netflix

who have given our story the platform
to reach millions of viewers world-
wide. I am beyond ecstatic to see the

love pouring in for the film in such a
short space of time and looking forward
to how the film grows."

The film has also featured in the Top 10
in Films category on Netflix, in 11 coun-

tries across the world, including India,
Maldives, Mauritius, Bahrain, UAE, Qatar

among others.

ACROSS

1. Forest plant

5. Poe's middle name

10. Again

14. Retain

15. Pioneer Daniel ____

16. Painful

17. Wipe out completely

19. Depots (abbr.)

20. Paraphrased

21. Least rainy

23. Truman's monogram

24. Defeats

25. Med. group

28. Clark ____ (Superman)

31. Cleveland time zone (abbr.)

32. Sentence component

34. Mild oath

36. Devourer

40. Assumed name

42. Halloween shout

43. Night sound

44. Baker's need

45. A few

47. Identical sibling

48. Light brown

50. Actor Sean ____

52. Fishing aid

53. Medicinal amount

56. Informer

58. Main course

59. Mexican resort

64. Go first

65. Group of representatives

67. Towering

68. Wash away

69. Fail to include

70. Associate

71. Out of style

72. Divorce city

DOWN

1. Norse god
2. Judge's gown
3. Building wings
4. Archie Bunker's wife
5. Assisted a crook
6. Folk knowledge
7. Burden
8. Picnic pest
9. Sewing tool
10. Helper
11. Musical tones
12. Delete
13. Mae and Adam
18. Chore
22. Fragrant flowers
25. On vacation

26. Burrowing mammal
27. Diva's specialty
29. Apprehends
30. Scout unit
33. Cowardly and malicious
35. Alaskan port
37. Small city
38. Cleveland's waterfront
39. Budget item
41. Phase
46. Infuriated
49. Required
51. Wine-producing valley
53. Letter after gamma
54. Laker Shaquille ____
55. Horse's chamber
57. Private teacher
59. Much (2 wds.)
60. Relinquish
61. Shade of green
62. Dime or penny
63. Informed about
66. Historic period
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It's never very agreeable to have to
question oneself, Aquarius, but this is
the main objective of today's celestial
aspect. You'll soon be launched into new
adventures. Take advantage of the ener-
gy generated by this planetary configu-
ration to look within and find the source
of some of your failings. 

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

The great period of meditation that started
for you a few weeks ago is now finished,
Pisces. This means that you are going to
have to get back into the real world again!
You are going to have to test out how the
"new and improved" you operates in every-
day life. Get ready. You can expect some real
changes!

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

If you have grievances to voice about
your love life, Aries, this is the day to
speak up. Indeed, anything less than total
honesty won't be tolerated today. You
can expect to confront the “other,"
whether mate, friend, or family member,
on the basis of truth and righteousness.
Know that you'll command their atten-
tion! 

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

Are you thinking of switching careers,
Taurus, or traveling to the other side of
the world? Perhaps you just want to pull
a “Greta Garbo” and stay home with the
shades drawn tight. A series of small
incidents you've recently experienced at
work is likely to inspire the most out-
landish ideas. It must be that you sense
your need for a change of scene.

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

You're likely to find people somewhat
irritating today, Gemini. It's as though
nothing is good enough and nobody
seems to know exactly what he or she
wants. You'll reign supreme within this
conflict and dissatisfaction. You may
even be asked to step in and restore
order. If the conflict is on the domestic
front, go ahead. 

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

You may have felt an oppressive mood
hanging in the air when you woke up this
morning, Cancer. Unfortunately, that haze
of misunderstanding and conflict is likely to
last all day. However, it makes this an ideal
time to speak up about anything that's
bothering you! Don't be shy about going on
the warpath today. If you don't, you're like-
ly to be the target of a surprise attack.

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

The mood you're in today is the stuff of
which memorable encounters are
made, Leo. You'll be wary at first, per-
haps even somewhat hostile to some-
one who dares to intrude on your free-
dom. Then suddenly you'll realize that
this person is someone special, intrigu-
ing, and definitely out of the ordinary.

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

More than ever before, you'll feel as
though it's time to take matters into
your own hands and build your future,
Virgo. You're fed up with living on hope
and putting your happiness off until
tomorrow. Your determination will be
so strong that you may even surprise
yourself. 

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

Libra, this is an ideal moment to address
once and for all the questions that have
been on your mind for the last few
weeks. Pay particular attention to ques-
tions that touch on your sentimental life.
If you're currently involved in unsatisfac-
tory relationships, don't be afraid to
leave them behind. 

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

Something is coming to an end concerning
your lack of confidence in yourself,
Scorpio. You've been hesitant to stand in
the spotlight for quite a while now, perhaps
feeling you weren't quite ready. Well, no
more excuses! Ready or not, you're going
to have to push forward. The only thing you
risk losing is your pride, and that is your
most resilient asset.

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

It's possible that the last few weeks have
allowed you to become a little bit clearer
concerning certain questions you have
about your vocation, Sagittarius. You may
even have a little more clarity about your
feelings regarding what you think your des-
tiny is. It would now be better for you to
stop thinking about such things and let life
take over. You're well armed for this!

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

These last few weeks have been good for your
equilibrium, Capricorn. It was a question of
becoming a bit more involved in life than usual,
and showing what you're capable of. Most
likely you had a mixture of successes and set-
backs, but on the whole, improvements have
been steady. You may have noticed that this or
that about yourself needs improvement, but
isn't that true for everyone?

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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A
ctress Chitrangada Singh, who made her
web debut with the anthology "Modern
Day Love: Mumbai", says the show has

given her a chance to reboot her relationship
with the city.

The actress is playing a housewife, with the
desire to become a novelist, in the segment ti-

tled "Cutting Chai" opposite Arshad Warsi,
also says that women tend to prioritise

family over career most of the time.
As the culture of 'cutting chai' is

quite synonymous with the Mumbai
city, Chitrangada, in conversation

with IANS, shares how her rela-
tionship with the city and its ener-

gy, local trains, 'cutting chai' and
other elements, shaped her as a
professional actress.

"Being an outsider of
Mumbai, as you know I lived

in Delhi before, every-
thing that I have

achieved as a pro-
fessional, is

the result
of my

hard work and a gift of Mumbai. Mumbai is my
karambhoomi. Initially, when I came to the city it was a
little overwhelming and fascinating at the same time be-
cause there is so much hustle-bustle that everyone is
dealing with. Mumbai is a city of enthusiasts, there is
madness and I am now addicted to it!

"But there is a method to the madness and we can
enjoy it once we crack it. 'Cutting Chai' reboot my rela-
tionship with the city," the "Hazaaron Khwaishein Aisi"
fame actress said.

In the anthology, she is playing housewife Latika who
once wanted to become a novelist but her dream and de-
sire took a backseat like many women in our society
due to the duty of looking after her family and child.

Interestingly, Chitrangada also took a sabbatical from
her acting career between 2005 to 2010 despite her suc-
cessful debut with the Sudhir Mishra directorial.

Drawing the similarities from her own journey, she
said: "I think it is not always the men who stop us to pur-
sue our career post marriage, we women also at times
prioritise family matters over careers. You see our men-
tal makeup is different, emotionally post marriage and
motherhood... at times our priority changes. I stopped
working for almost 7 years. It's a complex emotion we
have. That way my journey is similar to my character
Latika."

Chitrangada Singh: I am addicted
to the madness of Mumbai

Overwhelmed by
‘Thar’ success on

Netflix: Anil Kapoor

C
OLORS’ new social
d r a m a
‘Muskuraane Ki

Vajah Tum Ho’ is all set
to portray an engrossing
tale of a single mother
from a small town.
Popular actor Abhishek
Malik has been roped in
to play the character of
Rahul in the show and is
all set to join Tanvi
Malhara and Kunal
Jaisingh, who are essay-
ing the roles of Katha
and Kabir respectively.
Produced by Cockcrow &
Shaika Entertainment,
this show will trail the
life of Katha (played by
Tanvi Malhara), an opti-
mistic young girl from
Nainital, a charming
man with a mysterious
persona Rahul  (essayed
by Abhishek Malik) and
a hardworking man
Kabir (played by Kunal
Jaishingh). However,
their story takes an unex-
pected turn when their
paths collides! It will be
interesting to watch
what is in store for the
three of them and what
has destiny planned for
Kabir, Katha and Rahul.

Abhishek Malik
shares his thoughts on

his character Rahul say-
ing, “I have played vari-
ous characters on screen
in the past, but none like
Rahul. He is a charismat-
ic guy but extremely un-
predictable in nature. His
character is filled with
many shades, and hence
it will be very exciting
for me to bring him to
life. I am glad to be a part
of COLORS’
Muskuraane Ki Vajah
Tum Ho and can’t wait to
shoot with the wonderful
cast of the show.”

Stay tuned for more
updates on ‘Muskuraane
Ki Vajah Tum Ho’, only
on COLORS!

Abhishek Malik
joins‘Muskuraane
Ki Vajah Tum Ho’ 

E
voking the image of an Indian
Black Widow, the fiery and
enigmatic Agent Agni aka

Bollywood actress Kangana Ranaut

is set to enthrall the audiences
in her movie 'Dhaakad'.

She recently visited the Capital
along with co-actors Arjun Rampal,
Divya Dutta, producer Deepak
Mukut and director Razneesh Ghai.
Kangana and the entire cast talked
about their roles and the actress em-
phasised on the challenges in por-
traying her fierce and daring person-
ality. She spoke about how the movie
will compete with Kartik Aaryan's
'Bhool Bhulaiyaa 2' at the box office.

Speaking about her look and how
she prepared for her role, Kangana
shared: "I would like to thank our di-
rector for taking up this project and
doing a movie with me while every-
one suggested to him, 'how you can
do your first movie with Kangana'. I
tried to give my best."

She added while pointing towards
the director: "He was most apprehen-
sive about my weight gain due to
'Thalaivii' and always asked me, 'You
will lose this weight right? you will
lose? and I used to respond, 'Yes I
will," she laughs and adds: "Even I
used to think whether I will be able
to be in shape again for this role
after looking at his face."

Razneesh added what was on his
mind when he took up this project
and Agent Agni's character: "I wrote
the stories for two other guys to por-
tray physically strong woman char-
acters and I wanted to physically
push Kangana as she had done
'Thalaivii' and so it was a gradual
process to lose weight. I wanted to in-
spire children and today's genera-
tion with this movie."

Kangana Ranaut:
‘Dhaakad’ has
longest fight
sequence in 

Hindi cinema 

S
tar Plus longest run-
ning and popular se-
rial Yeh Rishta Kya

Kehlata Hai leading actors
Harshad Chopda plays the
role of Dr. Abhimanyu
Birla and Pranali Rathod
aka Akshara Goenka are
winning hearts with their
performance. The serial
has seen a huge leap over
the years with its intrigu-
ing storyline, nail-biting
scenes and now with the
wedding in line.

‘AbhiRa ki Shaadi’ in
Yeh Rishta Kya Kehlata
Hai is the most talked
about thing in the TV
world. As we hear that the
producer Rajan Shahi has
splurged massive 1.5
crores for the wedding se-
quence that the TV indus-
try will be witnessing in
its history.

After much waiting the
leading pair will finally tie
the knot. A dreamy affair,
no less than a royal wed-
ding that of Priyanka

Chopra, Nick Jonas,
Katrina Kaif, Vicky
Kaushal or Anushka
Sharma, Virat Kohli had.

Inspired by the real wed-
dings of the Bollywood
leading ladies Deepika
Padukone and Priyanka
Chopra, this big fat wed-
ding had been planned at
Samode Palace in
Rajasthan with Akshara
wearing an American dia-
mond studded lehenga
worth around 2.35 lakhs
and donned by a long trail
with a desi twist.

Rajan Shahi’s team had
been scouting locations for
a month for this royal af-
fair to make it a memo-
rable event in TV history.

The upcoming episode
of the show is filled with
twists, turns and more
drama unfolding.

Stay tuned for the
‘AbhiRa’s’ lavish wedding,
every Monday to Saturday
at 9.30 pm only on Star
Plus.

The great Indian
TV wedding
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Bangkok, May 14 (PTI):

Brimming with confi-
dence, India will again look
to punch above their
weight when they run into
14-time winners Indonesia

in the final of Thomas Cup
here on Sunday, seeking to
create history one more
time.

Given their formidable
record, defending champi-
ons Indonesia have been

the team to beat in the com-
petition, but the Indian
men's team has shown its
mettle by bringing down
mighty Malaysia and
Denmark to make its first-
ever final at the prestigious

tournament.
It was a historic moment

for the unheralded Indian
team as despite the odds, it
never lacked in self belief
and displayed exemplarily
mental fortitude to recover

twice from initial reversals
to come on top of their op-
ponents.

Going into the final,
India will look to prove that
it possess the wherewithal
to pull the rugs from under
the feet of their fancied ri-
vals.

While Indonesia have
been relentless with an un-
beaten record, India have
lost just one match --
against Chinese Taipei in
the group stage -- so far in
the competition.

If Indonesia disposed off
China and Japan in the
knockout stage, India went
past five-time former cham-
pions Malaysia and 2016
winner Denmark.

The poster boys of
Indian men's badminton --
Kidambi Srikanth and HS
Prannoy -- have shouldered
the responsibility with an
invincible record of five
wins, while the country's
best doubles pairing of
Satwiksairaj Rankireddy
and Chirag Shetty put their
hands up whenever the
chips were down. The
young combination of
Krishna Prasad Garaga
and Vishnuvardhan Goud
Panjala have proved to be a
weak link but they gave a
good account of themselves
during their losses against
Malaysia and Denmark.

History beckons as India take on 
formidable Indonesia in Thomas Cup Final

Members of India’s badminton team celebrate after India’s H.S. Prannoy wins against Denmark’s Rasmus Gemke during the semifinals
of the Thomas and Uber Cup badminton tournament in Bangkok.

Mumbai, May 14 (PTI):

Their play-offs berth al-
ready secured, high-flying
Gujarat Titans would look
for nothing less than a win
to ensure a top-2 finish when
they take on out-of-reckon-
ing Chennai Super Kings in
an Indian Premier League
match here on Sunday.

Under the brilliant leader-
ship of Hardik Pandya, GT
rose above expectations to
book their play-offs berth
with two matches in hand.

GT are currently at the
top of the table with 18
points from 12 games and a
win on Sunday will more or
less secure them a top-2 fin-
ish, which means they will
get an extra chance of mak-
ing it to the final.

Lying at the second-last
spot, defending champions

CSK are out of the competi-
tion and will play for pride
in their remaining two
games.

The credit for GT's phe-
nomenal run in their open-
ing season largely goes to
their ability to fight back
from adverse situations. But
of late, GT's batting unit has
misfired and Hardik would
be looking for some consis-
tent performances from his
batters. CSK, meanwhile,
have endured a nightmarish
season with nothing work-
ing for them from the start.

MS Dhoni's decision to
hand over captaincy to
Ravindra Jadeja backfired
as the all-rounder never
looked in his comfort zone
with the responsibility, forc-
ing him to return the leader-
ship mantle to the talisman-
ic stumper. If that was not

enough, there were ru-
mours about a fallout be-
tween CSK and Jadeja, who
was released from the camp
before their last match due
to a bruised rib.

Devon Conway has
starred with the bat for CSK
in the limited chances he
got, while the likes of
Shivam Dube and Ruturaj
Gaikwad would look to
prove a point.

If batting was a problem,
CSK's bowling unit lacks
quality in the absence of
Deepak Chahar and Adam
Milne. Mukesh Chaudhary
and Simranjeet Singh have
been impressive but lacked
quality with the new ball,
while Moeen Ali and
Maheesh Theekshana
would need to share the re-
sponsibility in the spin de-
partment.

GT eye top-2 finish with win over
out-of-reckoning CSK

Mumbai, May 14 (PTI):

In impressive form
throughout the season,
Lucknow Super Giants
would look to bounce back
from their previous match
defeat and register a win to
confirm their IPL play-offs
berth when they face anoth-
er aspirants, Rajasthan
Royals, here on Sunday.

LSG were on top of IPL
points table with four wins
on the trot before relin-
quishing that position after
losing to Gujarat Titans in
their previous match.

The KL Rahul-led side,
which is now at second spot
with 16 points, would not
want to lose another game
just before the start of the
knockout round.

The Royals would also
look to make amends for
their all-round failure in
their comprehensive eight-
wicket defeat at the hands
of Delhi Capitals in their
last match.

With 16 points from 12
matches, a win for LSG on
Sunday will confirm their
play-offs berth. For the
Royals too, a victory will
take them on the verge of

securing a last-four stage
spot. The Royals will rely
heavily on England wicket-
keeper-batter Jos Buttler,
who has scored 625 runs
from 12 matches with the
help of three centuries and
as many half centuries. His
team-mates though have
not been in the best of
form.

Captain Sanju Samson
has, again, failed to realise
his full potential though he
has not done bad either. He
has scored 327 runs from 12
matches with two half cen-

turies. The good news for
the Royals is that Devdutt
Padikkal (295 runs from 12
matches) has shown some
consistency with 31 and 48
in the last two matches
though he is yet to make a
big one.

The same is the case with
Shimron Hetmyer (291 from
11 matches), who has
shown a lot of promise but
is yet to fire, though his 31
not out off 16 balls was in-
strumental in the Royals'
six-wicket win over Punjab
Kings.

LSG look to confirm IPL play-offs
berth with win over RR

Mumbai, May 14 (PTI):

The unrest in Chennai
Super Kings camp once
again came to the forefront
after senior batter Ambati
Rayudu announced his
"IPL retirement" on social
media, only to backtrack
within an hour after being
talked out of it by the team
management.

CSK are already out of
play-off race with couple of
matches left but already for-
mer skipper Ravindra
Jadeja has gone home with
a "bruised rib" but not be-
fore adding fuel to the spec-
ulations that he has had a
fall-out with management
after being told relinquish
captaincy.

On Saturday morning,
the 36-year-old former India
white-ball player took to
twitter to announce his de-
cision. "I am happy to an-
nounce that this will be my
last ipl. I have had a won-
derful time playing it and
being a part of 2 great
teams for 13 years. Would
love to sincerely thank
Mumbai Indians and Csk
for the wonderful journey,"

Rayudu had tweeted.
But within an hour, the

post was deleted as CSK
owners and team manage-
ment were completely
caught unawares about
Rayudu's decision which
also raised questions about
the communication chan-
nel in one of the most suc-
cessful teams in IPL history.

"I can confirm that
Ambati Rayudu is not retir-
ing from IPL. Yes, he did
tweet about it. May be it
was in an emotional state
he tweeted. He has been
spoken to and subsequently
deleted the tweet," CSK
CEO Kasi Viswanathan told
PTI.

Mumbai, May 14 (PTI):

Jonny Bairstow has not opened for England in
too many matches in recent times but he is relish-
ing his job at the top of the order for Punjab Kings
in the ongoing Indian Premier League.

Bairstow's 66 off just 29 balls with the help of
four boundaries and seven sixes laid the founda-
tion for a 54-run win for Punjab Kings against
Royal Challengers Bangalore on Friday.

"I am happy with the way I have transitioned to
opening the batting. It has been very enjoyable
being back at the top," Bairstow said at the post-
match press conference. Bairstow arrived late for
this edition of the tournament and initially started
in the middle order, where he struggled to find his
groove. The team management then promoted him
to the top and captain Mayank Agarwal moved
himself down the order. The move yielded result as
after scoring one in his first match as opener
against Gujarat Titans, Bairstow roared back to
form with a 56 against Rajasthan Royals before
Friday's 66. "It's one of those days. A couple of
those come off and it's your day," he said after the
match. Bairstow has mostly batted in the middle
order in the T20Is for England in the last two years,
though he has opened the innings in a few match-
es. He has also kept wickets when Jos Buttler was
not playing. "It's a completely different commodity
playing for England and playing here. Through the
middle, there's a job to do for England. Coming
here, the stats suggest I quite enjoy opening the
batting," said the 32-year-old.

Before Friday's match, Bairstow had scored 136
runs in eight IPL innings at a strike rate of 117.24
but he never thought he was having a tough time in
the tournament.

Unrest in CSK? Rayudu
backtracks after announcing

IPL retirement

Ambati Rayudu

Bairstow enjoying opening
slot for Punjab Kings 

New Delhi, May 14 (PTI):

Tokyo Olympics bronze medallist
Lovlina Borgohain's IBA World
Championship campaign in the 70 kg
category came to an early end after a
disappointing loss in the pre quarterfi-
nals, while her compatriot Pooja Rani
(81kg) cruised to the last eight stage in
Istanbul on Friday. Lovlina, competing
in her first international event since
her podium finish in Tokyo last year,
went down to Cindy Ngamba of Fair
Chance Team (FCT) 1-4 in the pre-quar-
ter finals. On the other hand, two-time
Asian Champion Pooja notched a facile
5-0 win over Hungary's Timea Nagy in
her opening bout. Pooja, the 2014 Asian
Games bronze medallist, who is also
competing in her first competitive tour-
nament since her disappointing Tokyo
Olympics appearance last year, looked
completely in control against Nagy.

The experienced Indian boxer blend-
ed defence and attack to out-punch the
Hungarian, who is a two-time World
Championships bronze medallist.

The Bhiwani boxer will take on
Australia's Jessica Bagley in the quar-
terfinal on Monday.

̈ Boxing World Championships

Lovlina bows out,
Pooja advances to

quarterfinals 
Rome, May 14 (AP):

It was just the type of scrambling,
wear-down-the-opponent mentality and
shot-making that took Novak Djokovic to
within one match of a calendar-year
Grand Slam in 2021.

A spectacle that was missing for so
much of this year when Djokovic didn't
play because he wasn't vaccinated against
the coronavirus.

The top-ranked Djokovic brought the
Foro Italico crowd to its feet with several
memorable points in a 7-5 7-6 (1) win over
Felix Auger-Aliassime to reach the Italian
Open semifinals on Friday.

To conclude a long rally, Djokovic pro-
duced a delicate backhand topspin lob
winner over the leaping Auger-Aliassime
to break serve and lead 4-2 in the second
set. Djokovic celebrated the lob winner by
raising both of his arms above his head
then urged the packed crowd on Campo
Centrale to cheer louder by gesturing
with his hands.

"It was high-level tennis," Djokovic
said. "He did ask me to raise the level and
I had to play consistently well."

While he is still seeking his first title of
the year, Djokovic was ensured by the vic-
tory of holding on to the No. 1 ranking for
another week and have the top seed at the
French Open. Second-ranked Daniil
Medvedev can no longer pass Djokovic

when the rankings are updated on
Monday. Roland Garros starts in nine
days and Djokovic is gearing up for his
first Grand Slam tournament of the year
after he was deported from Australia be-
fore the Australian Open.

Djokovic shows what’s been
missing in Italian Open win

Rome, May 14 (AP):

Not since Serena Williams
seven years ago has another
woman had such a hot streak.

Top-ranked Iga Swiatek rout-
ed Aryna Sabalenka 6-2, 6-1 on
Saturday to extend her winning
streak to 27 matches and reach
the Italian Open final.

Williams won the same num-
ber of consecutive matches over
2014 and 2015.

Aiming to defend her Rome
title and win her fifth straight
tournament, Swiatek dominated
the eighth-ranked Sabalenka
with a mix of power, consistency
and finesse. While she struggled
with her serve at times, Swiatek
was able to consistently crush
both forehand and backhand
winners on the slow, red clay
court at the Foro Italico.

The 20-year-old Polish player
also hit a delicate backhand half-
volley winner in the final game
of the first set. Swiatek had the
same number of winners and
unforced errors, 15, while
Sabalenka produced just eight
winners and had a whopping 31

unforced errors. The hard-hit-
ting Sabalenka took a medical
timeout late in the second set
and had her back treated.
Swiatek, who was a surprise
champion at the French Open in
2020 when she was ranked No.
54, will be the favorite to add a
second title at Roland Garros
when the year's second Grand

Slam starts next weekend. First,
though, Swiatek will face either
Ons Jabeur who is on a 10-match
winning streak or Daria
Kasatkina of Russia in Sunday's
final. The men's semifinals later
featured Novak Djokovic against
Casper Ruud and Alexander
Zverev against Stefanos
Tsitsipas.

Swiatek equals Serena Williams
with 27-match winning streak

Mundka fire: Long wait for
families of missing persons

New Delhi, May 14 (PTI): 

Sitting outside Sanjay
Gandhi Memorial Hospital
in Mangolpuri area here
since Friday night, Suman
(name changed) breaks
down every now and then as
she anxiously awaits an up-
date about the whereabouts
of her elder daughter Pooja
(19). Accompanying the
middle-aged woman is her
younger daughter Pinky
(18), her eyes also swollen
from crying.

Pooja is among the 29
people who remain unac-
counted for after a fire
ripped through a four-
storey building in outer
Delhi's Mundka on Friday

evening. She recently start-
ed working with a CCTV
camera and router manu-
facturing and assembling
company that operated out
of the building. Pooja was
the sole breadwinner of her
family, Suman said. "She
used to say you don't have to
work, I will earn money.
Her father died in 2012. I
used to work as a house
help and earn a meagre
amount. But since she got
the job, she was handling
everything," said a dis-
traught Suman, wiping her
tears. Hearing her mother
talk about Pooja, Pinky too
broke down and said,
"Where is she? We have
been sitting here since last

night. I have been asking
the officials for an update
but they have no answer."

Pinky said when Pooja
left for work on Friday
morning, she could not
have imagined that she
might not come back home.
At least 27 people were
killed and 12 injured in
Friday's fire. Of the de-
ceased, seven have been
identified so far, according
to police. The continuous
wailing of family members
waiting for news about
their loved ones is punctu-
ated by announcements
about helpline numbers for
missing persons. As time
passes, hope is fading for
these families.

Udaipur, May 14 (PTI): 

Amid calls for organisa-
tional changes in the
Congress, party leader
Acharya Pramod on
Saturday said Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra is the "most
popular" face of the party
and should take over its
leadership in case Rahul
Gandhi is not willing to ac-
cept the responsibility.

The call comes in the
midst of deliberations
over organisational re-
structuring and reforms
within the Congress at the
three-day 'Nav Sankalp
Chintan Shivir', where the
leader from Uttar Pradesh
raised the issue of
Hindutva and asked the
leadership to retain the
party's legacy on this front
and win back the confi-
dence of the majority peo-
ple as it respected all reli-
gions and truly represent-

ed Hinduism. He said
Congress president Sonia
Gandhi has talked about
"Chintan, Manthan and
Parivartan" (discussion,
debate and change) and
the younger generation
should get a chance to lead
the party from the front to
bring back the party to
power. He also expressed
hope that a change would
be brought about in the
Congress in Rajasthan

ahead of 2023 state assem-
bly elections. "It is time
Rahul Gandhi should take
over the party reins and if
for some reasons he is not
ready accept the role,
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra
should come forward and
lead the party, as she is the
most popular face in the
country," Pramod told PTI.

He said crores of people
in the country and lakhs of
Congress workers want
that Rahul Gandhi should
take over the party presi-
dent and since he resigned
on moral values, some
people criticised his deci-
sion. "We all again want
that he should take over as
party president, but for
some reasons if he is not
willing to take over, then
crores of people across the
country want the most
popular leaders Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra to take over
in his place.

MP tribals lynched on
cow slaughter suspicion

Bhopal, May 14 (PTI): 

Madhya Pradesh Chief
Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan on Saturday or-
dered the transfer of the
local superintendent of
police in connection with
the lynching of two tribal
men in Seoni by a mob
that accused them of cow
slaughter.

Sampat Bhatti, a resi-
dent of Sagar village, and
Dhansa Inwati of Simaria
village were assaulted by
a mob of 15-20 people, al-
legedly belonging to the
Bajrang Dal, in the early
hours of May 3, resulting
in their deaths later in the
day.

A statement from the
Chief Minister's Office

(CMO) said Chouhan had
ordered the transfer of
Seoni Superintendent of
Police Kumar Prateek and
also directed that a
Special Investigation
Team be set up to probe
the incident.

The entire staff of
Kurai police station and
Badalpur police post,
under whose jurisdiction
the incident took place,
have been removed on the
orders of the CM, it added.

Chouhan also said the
accused have been arrest-
ed, compensation had
been disbursed to the kin
of the two deceased and
jobs to legal heirs were
being arranged.

Meanwhile, MP
Congress chief Kamal
Nath said the CM took ac-
tion under pressure from
the opposition party and
the state's tribals.

Jammu, May 14 (PTI): 

National Conference vice
president Omar Abdullah
on Saturday expressed con-
cern over the "dangerous
game" of polarisation
"being played" in the coun-
try and claimed that even
his party is being looked at
with suspicion despite
thousands of its workers
sacrificing their lives in
Jammu and Kashmir.

"The people are fright-
ened to go outside Jammu
and Kashmir because of
the prevailing situation in
the country, where the first
person under attack is a
Muslim A dangerous game
is being played by exploit-
ing the sentiments of a par-
ticular community (against
another)," Abdullah said

addressing a party workers'
rally in Poonch district.

Accompanied by senior
NC colleagues including
General Secretary Ali
Mohammad Sagar and for-
mer minister Mian Altaf,
Abdullah travelled from
Srinagar to Poonch
through the historic
Mughal Road and offered
prayers at 'Peer Ki Gali'
shrine enroute for peace
and prosperity of the peo-
ple of Jammu and
Kashmir.

Taking strong exception
to the developments over
azan (Muslim call for
prayer), 'halal' meat and
Hijab (head scarf) in the re-
cent past, the former chief
minister said "some people
have problems with every-
thing about Muslims" even

as the Constitution treats
every religion equally.

"There should be no reli-
gious difference. By pitch-
ing one religion against an-
other, India is being de-
stroyed," he warned.

In an apparent reference
to the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP), the NC leader

said they are looking at his
party with suspicion.

"We do not understand
what our fault is. We
linked with the country,
gave numerous sacrifices
as thousands of our work-
ers and leaders were killed
and those at the podium
are the ones who had a
narrow escape (in terror
attacks)," he said.
Abdullah said the National
Conference (NC) is target-
ed because it talks about
having friendly relations
with the neighbouring
country.

"When it (BJP govern-
ment) holds talks with
them (Pakistan), there is
no problem but when we
advocate for dialogue (for
peace in the region) we are
dismissed as anti-nation-

als," he said and referred to
the statement of former
prime minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee that 'Dost Badle
Ja Sakte Hain, Padosi
Badle Nahi Ja Sakte' (you
can change your friends
but not neighbours).

"We were reminding
them of the statement of
Vajpayee so that there is
peace on the borders and
the border residents can
take their livestock across
the fence for grazing. War
is not going to take us any-
where but friendship will,"
he said.

He said the NC's dia-
logue with the neighbour-
ing country was its fault
but wondered what hap-
pened after a prolonged
hostility on the borders be-
tween the two countries.

Cong slams wheat export
ban, says move ‘anti-farmer’

Udaipur, May 14 (PTI): 

The Congress on
Saturday hit out at the gov-
ernment over the ban on
the export of wheat, say-
ing it was an "anti-farmer"
measure as it deprives
farmers of reaping the
benefit of higher export
prices. According to an of-
ficial notification, India
has banned wheat exports
with immediate effect as
part of measures to con-
trol rising domestic prices.

Asked about the govern-
ment's move at a press con-
ference on the second day
of the Congress' ongoing
'Chintan Shivir' here, sen-
ior leader and former fi-
nance minister P
Chidambaram said, "I pre-
sume that it is because the
central government has

failed to procure enough
wheat. It is not that wheat
production has come
down, it is more or less the
same. In fact, it may be
marginally more."

Chidambaram said that
on Friday, a Chhattisgarh
minister had told him that
the government there had
procured 97 lakh tonnes of
paddy. If procurement had
taken place, there would
not have been any need to
ban the export of wheat,
he said.

"But let me add, banning
the export of wheat is an
anti-farmer measure. It de-
prives the farmer of reap-
ing the benefits of higher
export prices. It is an anti-
farmer measure and I am
not surprised, this govern-
ment has never been very
friendly to the farmer,"

Chidambaram said.
The Directorate General

of Foreign Trade (DGFT)
said in a notification dated
May 13, "The export policy
of wheat is prohibited
with immediate effect."

However, the export
shipments for which irrev-
ocable letters of credit
(LoC) have been issued on
or before the date of this
notification will be al-
lowed, the DGFT said.

p CM orders transfer of
SP, setting up of SIT
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Acharya Pramod 

Omar Abdullah

Trinamool Congress (TMC) and Jai Hind Bahini workers stage a protest over the hike in prices of petrol, diesel and
LPG cylinders, in Malda district, Saturday.

PRICE HIKE PROTESTED

People click photos of a flock of flamingos standing in a pond during the Flamingo Festival on the occasion of
World Migratory Bird Day, at Talawe wetlands in Navi Mumbai, Saturday. 

FLAMINGO FESTIVAL
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The Congress is likely to bring in a measure to en-
sure 50 per cent representation to Scheduled Castes,
Scheduled Tribes, OBCs and minorities at all levels of
the party organisation. A decision on this has been
taken by the panel on social justice and empowerment
formed by party chief Sonia Gandhi to lead discus-
sions on this issue at the Congress' three-day 'Nav
Sankalp Chintan Shivir' here, party leader K Raju
said. He added that it is likely to be recommended for
approval of the Congress Working Committee. Raju
said the panel is also likely to propose establishing a
social justice advisory council to the Congress presi-
dent. This advisory council will look at issues and give
recommendation to the president, he said.

50% quota for weaker 
sections in party posts

Omar concerned over ‘dangerous
game’ of polarisation in country

AAI to commission
Jabalpur airport's new

terminal building 
New Delhi, May 14 (PTI):
The Airports Authority of
India (AAI) will commis-
sion a new terminal build-
ing at the Jabalpur airport
in Madhya Pradesh by
March next year, accord-
ing to an official statement
on Saturday.

The new terminal build-
ing will be equipped with
world-class passenger fa-
cilities and have the capac-
ity to handle 500 passen-
gers during peak hours,
the AAI's statement said.

Spread over an area of
1,15,315 square feet, the
terminal building will
have three aerobridges, an
advanced baggage screen-
ing system, a modern food
court in the landscape
area and a well-planned
parking for over 300 cars
and buses. "The proposed
terminal building will
welcome the passengers
with glimpses of vibrant
Gond paintings, local
handicrafts, murals and
popular tourist destina-
tions of Madhya Pradesh,"
it stated. According to the
statement, not just the ter-
minal building, the entire
airport is also getting up-
graded.

The runway is being ex-
tended to make it suitable
to handle A320-type air-
craft, a new 38-metre-high
air traffic control tower is
being built, a new fire sta-
tion and ancillary build-
ings are being built under
this project at the
Jabalpur airport, it said.
The entire project will cost
Rs 412 crore.

‘Priyanka most popular face,
should take over party chief’

Former Punjab Cong chief Sunil Jakhar quits party
Chandigarh, May 14 (PTI): 

Good luck and goodbye
Congress , former Punjab
Congress chief Sunil
Jakhar said on Saturday
as he announced his deci-
sion to quit the party
which had last month re-
moved him from all posi-
tions for alleged anti-
party activities.

The 68-year-old dis-
gruntled Congress leader,
whose decision comes as
the electorally battered
party discusses the way
forward during a three-
day Chintan Shivir' in
Udaipur, went live on his
Facebook page to make
the announcement.

It is my parting gift to

the party. These are my
last words to
Congressmen. Good luck
and goodbye Congress,
Jakhar said while assert-
ing that it was the end of
an association that
spanned 50 years and
three generations. You
broke (my) heart, Jakhar
said in a no-holds-barred
attack.

Jakhar's is the latest
high profile resignation
from the party. Among
those who have exited the
party recently are
Amarinder Singh,
Ashwani Kumar and
RPN Singh, all long-time
leaders of the party.

During his 'dil ki baat'
Facebook live, Jakhar

said the Udaipur meeting
was nothing more than
fulfilling a formality and
should have been a chinta
shivir instead of a chin-
tan shivir , more about
worry' than introspec-
tion'.

Stating that Congress
governments had always
faced allegations of
kitchen cabinet and co-
teries, Jakhar alleged
that in his 20 years of ac-
tive politics coteries have
now turned into gangs .

I am saying this with
full responsibility, he
said.

Offering advice to for-
mer president Rahul
Gandhi, Jakhar said he
should learn to make the

distinction between
friend and foe. He also
asked him to take reins of
the party in his hands
and stay away from 'chap-
loos' (sycophants).

Stating that the Gandhi
family's presence in the
party was essential,
Jakhar called Rahul
Gandhi a very good, very
fine and upright person
and said it was because of
him that he had been in
the Congress for so many
years.

If you cannot under-
stand the difference be-
tween friend and foe, then
understand between as-
sets and liabilities, he
said in his message to
Rahul Gandhi.

Good luck, goodbye Congress


