
Srinagar, May 12 (PTI): 

A government employee
belonging to the Kashmir
Pandit community was
killed by militants inside
his office in Chadoora of
Budgam district in Jammu
and Kashmir on Thursday,
drawing strong condemna-
tion from political parties.

Two gunmen entered the
Tehsil office in Chadoora
town and shot at Rahul
Bhat, a clerk posted there

under the special employ-
ment package for migrants,
officials said. The officials
said Bhat, who was residing
in a migrant colony at
Sheikhpura in Budgam dis-
trict, was shifted to a hospi-
tal here but succumbed to
injuries. "The injured was
immediately brought to
SMHS Hospital, Srinagar
for treatment where he suc-
cumbed to his injuries.
Preliminary investigation
reveals that 2 terrorists are
involved in this heinous
crime & have used pistol for
committing this crime, the
Kashmir Zone Police tweet-

ed. A hunt has been
launched to track down the
assailants. A little-know
outfit, Kashmir Tigers, has
claimed responsibility for
Bhat's killing.

There has been a spurt in
attacks on non-Muslims and
outsiders living in Kashmir
since the abrogation of
Article 370 in August 2019.

As many as 14 people be-
longing to Jammu and
Kashmir's minority Hindu
community, including
Kashmiri Pandits, were
killed by militants between
August 2019 and March
2022. Those targeted by the

extremists included promi-
nent businessmen,
sarpanchs and block devel-
opment council members in
various parts of Kashmir.

Lieutenant Governor
Manoj Sinha and political
parties in Kashmir con-
demned Bhat's killing.

"I strongly condemn the
barbaric killing of Rahul
Bhat by terrorists at
Budgam. Those behind this
despicable terror attack will
not go unpunished. J&K
Govt stands in solidarity
with the bereaved family in
this hour of grief, Sinha
tweeted.
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Judicial remand
DDhhoollppuurr:: A court here
on Thursday sent
Congress MLA Girraj
Singh Malinga, accused
of assaulting two engi-
neers of the Electricity
Department, to 14 days
judicial custody. Malinga
surrendered before the
Jaipur police commis-
sioner on Wednesday.
He was brought to
Dholpur and placed
under arrest. The legis-
lator was produced
before a local court
which sent him to judi-
cial custody for 14 days. 

Surrender 
NNaaggppuurr:: Two hardcore
Naxals, including a
woman - collectively car-
rying a reward of Rs 12
lakh on their heads and
allegedly involved in sev-
eral incidents of violence
in Maharashtra and other
states - have surrendered
before Gadchiroli district
SP Ankit Goyal, police
said on Thursday. 

Mishap
BBeettuull:: Three persons
were killed when a car
and a motorcycle were hit
by a speeding truck on a
highway in Madhya
Pradesh's Betul district
on Thursday, police said.
The accident took place
on Betul-Nagpur four-
lane highway between
Sasundara and Pankha
villages, Saikheda police
station in-charge Mukesh
Thakur said.

Poll
GGuuwwaahhaattii:: The Assam
State Election
Commission (ASEC) on
Thursday announced that
polling to the 26-member
Karbi Anglong
Autonomous Council will
be held on June 8. State
Election Commissioner
Alok Kumar, while
addressing a press con-
ference here, said that
voting will be conducted
through ballot papers as
the rule to use electronic
voting machines (EVMs)
has not been enacted by
the council.
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Bollywood actress and
Television anchor Mandira
Bedi visits to offer prayers
at the Golden Temple, in

Amritsar, Thursday. 
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New Delhi, May 12 (PTI): 

Elections will be held on
June 10 to fill 57 Rajya
Sabha seats from 15 states
falling vacant due to the
retirement of members on
different dates between
June and August, the
Election Commission said
on Thursday.

Prominent among those
retiring are Union minis-
ter Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi,

Congress leaders Ambika
Soni, Jairam Ramesh and
Kapil Sibal, and BSP's
Satish Chandra Misra.

Members are retiring
between June 21 and
August 1.

While 11 seats are
falling vacant in Uttar
Pradesh, six members
each are retiring from
Tamil Nadu and
Maharashtra, five from
Bihar and four each from
Andhra Pradesh,
Rajasthan and Karnataka.

Three members each
from Madhya Pradesh and

Odisha, two each from
Telangana, Chhattisgarh,
Punjab Jharkhand and
Haryana, and one from
Uttarakhand are also retir-
ing. The notification for
the polls will be issued on
May 24 and voting will be
held on June 10. According
to established practice,
counting will take place an
hour after the conclusion
of polling.

Most of the new mem-
bers who get elected are
likely to vote in the
President's election, due
sometime in July.

New Delhi, May 12 (PTI): 

Election Commissioner
Rajiv Kumar was on
Thursday appointed as the
next chief election commis-
sioner and will oversee the
2024 Lok Sabha elections,
besides various assembly
polls.

He will assume charge on
May 15 after incumbent
Sushil Chandra demits of-
fice on May 14, a notifica-
tion issued by the law min-
istry said. Uploading the no-
tification and a press note
on his Twitter handle, Law
Minister Kiren Rijiju ex-
tended his best wishes to
Kumar. "In pursuance of
clause (2) of article 324 of

the Constitution, the
President is pleased to ap-
point Shri Rajiv Kumar as
the Chief Election
Commissioner with effect
from the 15th May, 2022,"
read the notification.

Once Chandra demits of-
fice, there will be a vacancy
in the poll panel. Born on
February 19, 1960, Kumar

will demit office in
February 2025 when he at-
tains the age of 65.
According to the law gov-
erning the election commis-
sioners, an EC or a CEC can
hold the office for six years
or till he or she attains the
age of 65 years, whichever
is earlier. Besides the
President and the Vice
President elections due
shortly, the 2024 Lok Sabha
polls and several assembly
polls will be held under his
watch. The states include
Andhra Pradesh,
Arunachal Pradesh,
Chhattisgarh, Haryana,
Himachal Pradesh,
Jharkhand and Madhya
Pradesh.

Varanasi (UP), May 12 (PTI): 

A local court rejected
Thursday a plea to replace
the advocate commissioner
it had appointed for conduct-
ing a videography survey of
the Gyanvapi-Shringar
Gauri complex here and or-
dered the completion of the
task by May 17. The district
court also appointed two
more lawyers to help the ad-
vocate commissioner carry

out the survey at the mosque,
which is located close to the
iconic Kashi Vishwanath
temple. It ordered police to
register FIRs if there are at-
tempts to scuttle the exercise.
The court is hearing a plea by
a group of women to allow
daily worship of Hindu
deities whose idols are locat-

ed on an outer wall of the
mosque. The mosque man-
agement committee had op-
posed filming inside the
mosque and also accused the
court-appointed commission-
er of partiality. Amid the op-
position, the survey was
stalled for a while. The court
of Civil Judge (Senior
Division) Ravi Kumar
Diwakar also dismissed ob-
jections to the opening of the
two closed basements in the
mosque complex for the sur-
vey, according to the counsel
representing the Hindu peti-
tioners.

New Delhi, May 12 (PTI): 

Revenue intelligence
officers intercepted a
consignment at Delhi air
cargo complex and re-
covered 61.5 kilograms
of smuggled gold having
a market value of Rs 32.5
crore, the finance min-
istry said on Thursday.

In a covert intelli-
gence operation code-
named 'Golden Tap', the
officers of the
Directorate of Revenue
Intelligence (DRI) inter-
cepted the consignment

on May 11, on the suspi-
cion that it might have
smuggled gold concealed
therein.

The consignment
which was declared to
have contained triangle
valves, had originated
from Guangzhou, China,
and arrived at the Indira
Gandhi International
(IGI) Airport by a Japan
Airlines flight.

After a thorough and
prolonged examination
which continued till
early Thursday morn-
ing, a large number of
the imported triangle
valves were found to
have 24-karat gold con-
cealed in them.

New Delhi, May 12 (PTI): 

India on Thursday successfully
test-fired an extended-range
version of the BrahMos super-
sonic cruise missile from a
Sukhoi fighter jet in the Bay of
Bengal, in a boost to the coun-
try's strategic strike capability.
It was the first launch of the
extended range version of the
BrahMos missile from a Su-
30MKI aircraft, the defence min-
istry said. The range of the
advanced version of the missile
is learnt to have been extended
to around 350 km from the origi-
nal 290 km. "The launch from
the aircraft was as planned and
the missile achieved a direct hit
on the designated target in the
Bay of Bengal region," the min-

istry said in a statement.
It said the extended-range capa-
bility of the missile coupled with
the high performance of the Su-
30MKI aircraft gives the Indian
Air Force a strategic reach and
allows it to dominate future bat-
tlefields. "With this (test-firing),
the IAF has achieved the capabil-
ity to carry out precision strikes
from Su-30MKI aircraft against a
land/ sea target over very long
ranges," the ministry said.

Bharuch, May 12 (PTI): 

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi asserted on
Thursday that he has no in-
tention of slowing down
while recalling an opposi-
tion leader's observation
that becoming PM twice
was enough accomplish-
ment.

Modi was addressing via
video link beneficiaries of
Gujarat government's fi-
nancial assistance schemes
for widows, elderly and des-
titute citizens.

One day a very big leader
met me. He regularly oppos-
es us politically, but I re-
spect him, Modi said. He
was not happy over some is-
sues, so he had come to
meet me, the PM added. He
said, Modi ji, the country
has made you prime minis-

ter twice, so what more do
you want now. He was of
the opinion that if one be-
comes prime minister twice
then he has achieved every-
thing, the PM said.

He doesn't know that
Modi is made of a different
mettle. The land of Gujarat
has made him. That's why I
do not believe in taking it
easy, like whatever has hap-
pened has happened and
now I should rest. No. My
dream is saturation, 100 per
cent coverage of the wel-
fare schemes, he said.

Colombo, May 12 (PTI): 

Opposition leader Ranil
Wickremesinghe was on
Thursday sworn-in as Sri
Lanka's new prime minis-
ter, days after his predeces-
sor Mahinda Rajapaksa re-
signed following violent
protests over the worst
economic crisis in the
debt-ridden island nation.

The 73-year-old United
National Party (UNP) was
appointed as the prime
minister by President
Gotabaya Rajapaksa after
they held closed-door dis-
cussions on Wednesday.

Wickremesinghe, who
has served as the country's
prime minister for four

times, was in October 2018
fired from the post of
prime minister by then
President Maithripala
Sirisena. However, he was
reinstalled as the prime
minister by Sirisena after
two months.

Kashmiri Pandit shot dead by terrorists in Govt office
̈ Killing widely 

condemned

Polls for two RS seats
of Chh’garh on Jun 10
̈ Along with 55 seats

from 14 states

Rupee closes at 
all-time low of 77.50
Mumbai, May 12 (PTI): 

The rupee plunged by 25 paise
to close at its lifetime low of
77.50 against the US currency
on Thursday as the dollar
touched a fresh two-decade
high in global markets on
strong risk-averse sentiment
and a higher-than-expected
US inflation triggered fears of
aggressive rate hikes.
The local currency also
touched its record intra-day
low of 77.63 to a dollar as loss-
es in domestic stocks, con-
cerns over weak growth, and
persistent forex outflows
negated the impact of a fall in
crude oil prices. At the inter-
bank forex market, the rupee
opened steeply lower at 77.52
against the greenback and
moved in a range of 77.36 to
77.63 in the day trade.

Rajiv Kumar is new CEC;
will oversee next LS polls

India test-fires extended-range
version of BrahMos missile

COURT ORDER

‘Complete Gyanvapi
mosque survey by May 17’
̈ Rejects plea to

change official

DRI seizes 61.5 kg smuggled
gold worth Rs 32.5 cr

̈ At Delhi air 
cargo complex

‘Senior Oppn leader told me
becoming PM twice is enough’

Ranil Wickremesinghe sworn
in as Sri Lanka’s new PM

SC denies
interim relief 

New Delhi, May 12 (PTI): 

The Supreme Court Thursday
refused to grant any interim
relief and stay the Life
Insurance Corporation (LIC)
IPO share allotment on a
batch of pleas filed by some
policyholders.
A bench of Justices DY
Chandrachud, Surya Kant, and
PS Narasimha said that the
court should be reluctant to
grant any interim relief in mat-
ters of commercial invest-
ments and IPO. Having regard
to the facts which have been
drawn to the notice of the
court, we are of the consid-
ered view that no case for the
grant of interim relief is made
out. We, therefore, decline
interim relief, the bench said.
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Bhilai, May 12: Hailing
from remote villages of
Rowghat area, where girls
are not encouraged much
to study beyond school, a
bunch of girls are turning
their dreams into reality-
thanks to SAIL-BSP's
Mines-CSR initiatives.
Each year, 20 students are
selected by Mines-CSR de-
partment of Bhilai Steel
Plant. The selection
process involves a test after
the girls pass 12th standard.
The selected students are
sponsored for their college
education in Nursing at PG
College of Nursing, Bhilai
and Apollo College of
Nursing, Anjora, Durg.

Manish Jain, one of the
Directors of Apollo College
of Nursing, Anjora, Durg
shares that students from
Rowghat area are being ad-
mitted in this college since
2016. As the students be-
long to interior areas, they
are initially timid and shy.
They gradually mix up
with other students and
within a year one can't dif-

ferentiate between the stu-
dents adopted as part of
BSP's CSR activities and
the general students in col-
lege. These students are at
par with others and are
doing well, he said.

P Emmanuel, Principal,
Apollo College of Nursing,
Anjora, Durg stated that
students from different
parts of Chhattisgarh and
other states of the country
join the campus every year.
Clinical training for
Nursing students is impart-
ed at SAIL-BSP's JLN
Hospital and RC, Bhilai
while community posting
is done in nearby villages.

The college is equipped
with a fundamental lab,
anatomy and physiology
lab, community lab, obstet-
rics and gynaecology lab
and nutrition lab. The in-
house library has 5000
books. Buses ferry the stu-
dents to JLN Hospital and
RC for clinical work. The
college has excellent hostel
facilities for the students,
including a cafeteria, tem-
ple and a stationary store
in the campus, he added.

Sharda Dhruv from
Talebeda, Rowghat is a
pass out of General
Nursery & Mid-wifery
(GNM) course. She was not
aware of the prospects of
pursuing Nursing after
passing 12th standard.
Adopted as part of SAIL-
BSP's CSR initiative,
Sharda says that the teach-
ers at Apollo College are
very supportive. The level
of academics is good and
they also get experience of
Clinical posting at JLN
Hospital and RC. She ex-
pressed her gratitude to
SAIL-BSP that she can now
be independent and carve a
career in Nursing.

Seema Usendi from
Narayanpur's Anjrel dis-
trict is an orphan. Raised
by her relatives, she feels
lucky she got chance to
study in Apollo College in
B Sc Nursing after being
adopted by SAIL-BSP. Her
relatives are proud of her
accomplishment and she
wants to serve her vil-
lagers and help them be-
come literate after complet-
ing her education.

Ritu Wadde is a pass out
of Ramakrishna Mission
Ashram, Narayanpur.
Having stayed in interior
areas, she shares that she
was treated like a glass doll
in her childhood. Her expo-
sure grew manifold when
she met people from differ-
ent walks of life in Bhilai
and understood them. My
father was not financially
sound to support me to
study Nursing. I got this
golden opportunity
through CSR department of
BSP and aim to study well
in GNM 3rd year and help
my village progress as I'm
the only ray of hope for
them, she says.

Bhawna Darro from
Mantasalebar states that
her father was delighted
that she got adopted by CSR
department of SAIL-BSP to
pursue higher studies.
Initially, I was sceptical and
scared about studying in an
English-medium college.
But I picked up due to the
support of teachers and
Spoken English classes
conducted here. I want to
treat villagers back home

who cannot afford treat-
ment elsewhere, she said.
Currently, she is serving as
a Nurse in Yashoda
Nandan Hospital, Durg.

Reena Dugga, a GNM 3rd
year student from Binjli vil-
lage in Narayanpur felt
good when she went to
Apollo College to study
Nursing. I feel elated to
learn new things during
the clinical posting at JLN
Hospital and RC. After be-
coming a nurse, I want to
go from village -to-village to
serve those who can't go to
the hospital in my home-
town, she said.

These students belong to
communities where liveli-
hood is usually earned
from agriculture and girls
are not sent out of homes
for higher education.
Sponsored for studying in
nursing college as resident
students by SAIL-BSP's
Mines-CSR initiative, these
girls are spreading their
wings and breaking barri-
ers - by aiming to serve the
community as members of
the noble nursing profes-
sion.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 12: An hon-
our cum blessing ceremony
was organized on the occa-
sion of the arrival of Dr
Bhaktiswari Devi at Shri
Jagannath Temple, Sector-
4. Kripalu Maharaj's well-
known disciple Dr
Bhaktieshwari arrived at
Shri Jagannath Temple,
Sector-4.

Upon her arrival in the
temple premises, she was
greeted with bouquet and
shower of flowers. First of
all, she worshiped "Bhaj
Vishwanath" Mahadev lo-
cated in the temple premis-
es. She had a complete dar-
shan and worshiped
Mahaprabhu Shri
Jagannath Swami ji, Lord
Shri Balabhadra Dev Ji
and Mata Subhadra Devi
Ji.

After offering prayers to
Mahaprabhu and

Mahadev, Dr Bhaktiswari
Devi sat on the stage of the
specially constructed at
Yagya Mandap and ad-
dressed the devotees pres-
ent and blessed them. In
her inspirational speech,
Dr Bhaktiswari Devi told
the people that to make life
worthwhile, one must al-
ways remember the Lord.

Only by taking the name
of the Lord with a sincere
heart, can the ocean of the
universe be crossed. The
remembrance of the name
of the Lord is beneficial to
all. That is why His name
should be taken continu-
ously. Happiness, peace
and prosperity in your life
is possible only by the
grace of God. Therefore,
always take the name of
the Lord.

It is worth mentioning
that Dr Bhaktiswari Devi
was engaged in teaching
for 10 years by holding

'Vidya Varidhi' (Ph D) de-
gree from Shri Jagannath
Sanskrit University in the
holy city of Puri, the Leela
Kshetra of Mahaprabhu
Shri Jagannath Swami.
After that, she devoted her-
self in spreading the name
of God.

The office bearers of
Shri Jagannath Mandir,
Sector-4 committee hon-
ored Dr Bhaktiswari Devi

by with shawls, shriphal,
and mementos for her out-
standing contribution. The
honour and blessings cere-
mony was conducted by
Satyawan Nayak, General
Secretary of the
Jagannath Samiti and
Virendra Satpathy,
President of the
Jagannath Samiti deliv-
ered the vote of thanks.
Along with this, various

worship rituals were per-
formed by the priest Shri
Pitbas Padhi.

On this occasion, the
committee's president
Virendra Satpathy and
General secretary
Satyawan Nayak along
with the office-bearers of
the committee, Basant
Pradhan, D Trinath, Anam
Nahak, Brindavan Swain,
Bhim Swain, Trinath
Sahu, Kalu Behera,
Niranjan Maharana,
Prakash Swain, Kailash
Patro, Ranjan Mohapatra,
SC Patro, Ramesh Kumar
Nayak, Seemanchal
Behera, Santosh Dalai, VK
Hota, S Dakua, Ravi Swain
were specially present.
Apart from this, Vijay
Pandey, Nand Kumar and
other devotees from
Shyama-Shyam Dham
committee were present.
Prasad distribution was
also done on this occasion.

‘Durg Railway Station to be
developed and beautified’

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 12: The ex-
pansion and beautification
of Durg Railway Station is
going to start soon. The res-
idents of this city will get
world class facilities in this
station. Rajya Sabha
Member Saroj Pandey in-
formed that during the last
budget session of
Parliament, she met the
Union Railway Minister
Ashwani Vaishnav and re-
quested for expansion and
beautification of Durg
Railway Station. The
Minister accepted the de-
mand immediately and de-
partmental guidelines were
issued in this regard.

In this context, the local
railway administration
had passed a proposal for
beautification and expan-
sion of Durg station to
provide more convenience
to the passengers. Tenders
are being issued to ap-
point an architect and se-
lect an agency to prepare
the project. Pandey said
that this was a very old de-
mand of the residents of
Durg as the lack of facili-
ties in the station was felt
with the increase in the
population.

Also, there was a need
for beautification as Durg
Railway Station was built

long back and now there is
a dire need to change its
appearance. Saroj Pandey
said that on completion of
this project, the residents
would get a beautiful and
well-equipped railway sta-
tion. She thanked the
Union Railway Minister
Ashwani Vaishnav for ac-
cepting the demands of
the people of Durg.

It needs to be mentioned
here that with the efforts of
MP Saroj Pandey, many
works were done earlier
also by the Railways for
the convenience of the pas-
sengers at Durg Railway
Station. Due to her efforts
only, an escalator and lift
were installed on the plat-
form. On her initiatives,
battery operated cars were
made available for the eld-
erly and disabled at the
railway station.

Preserving heritage: Historical ring-well revived in Durg
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 12: A very
old well, which resembled
a dump of wastes, has now
become a centre of attrac-
tion in Durg city. This his-
toric ring-well of Durg city
has been revived and beau-
tified. Considering the
threat of poisonous gases
in this well, a semi robotic
machine was used for
cleaning. Such a machine
has been used for the first
time in the state for clean-
ing a well.

Due to lack of attention
and dumping of garbage
over years, the old well lo-
cated in Indira Market had
become dead. Mayor
Dheeraj Bakliwal resolved
to revive this old well and
work was started using the
Mayor's fund.

When the Durg
Municipal Corporation
team reached to clean the
well, they anticipated the
threat of poisonous gases.
Manual cleaning of this
well was dangerous due to
the possibility of poisonous
gases. Considering the situ-
ation, it was decided to use
a semi robotic machine.

Mayor Dheeraj Bakliwal
informed that he always
felt sad to witness the

plight of this well while
passing through Indira
Market. It reminded him of
the need to protect the tra-
ditional water sources
which were prepared by
our ancestors.

Bakliwal added that he
got inspiration from the
CM's Lokvani programme
in which he appealed to all
the citizens, officials and
public representatives of
the state for the revival and
protection of water
sources, especially wells,
ponds, step-wells, canals
and rivers.

The Chief Minister had
also said that even though
science has made great
progress, even today we are
unable to make water arti-

ficially. Nature can only ful-
fil the needs of water. Later,
on the advice of MLA
Arun Vora, a plan was
made to repair the wells of
the city.

Work on this project was
started under the guidance
of Collector Dr
Sarveshwar Narendra
Bhure. When the work
started, it was not possible
to conduct it manually due
to the possibility of poison-
ous gases.

The team did not give up
and it was decided to use
cleaning robots. Aditya
Saraf, an expert of Sun and
Soil Company, was called
from Bhilai for conducting
this work. He examined the
well and found a lot of

gases. Accordingly, semi
robotic machines were
used to clean the well.
After the cleaning works,
the well is completely clean
and is ready to recharge
the groundwater. The
water quality was also
checked and was found to
be very good. Its pH level is
also up to the mark.

MLA Arun Vora said
that water recharge works
will increase the level of
underground water in the
city and will help in saving
water. He said that the
work of water recharge is a
priority task to avert water
crisis in future. Collector
Dr Sarveshwar Narendra
Bhure also congratulated
the Mayor, his council and

the municipal team for this
work.

He said that by identify-
ing and repairing such
wells in urban bodies, the
expected increase in the
level of ground water in
urban areas can be done.
Giving information about
the water recharge related
activities, Durg Municipal
C o r p o r a t i o n
Commissioner Haresh
Mandavi said that they are
working to revive the wells
in the city. The project com-
menced from the well of
Indira Market. At present,
15 wells and 30 ponds have
been identified in which
cleanliness will be done so
that the water recharge
can be done in a better way.

Semi Robotic Machine used for first time in the state 

Ancient history 
of Ring Wells 

In ancient times, the
cities in India used to settle
on the banks of rivers so
that there was no problem
of water. The need for wells
was felt when cities devel-
oped and expanded during
the Maurya period before
the third century BC. This
led to the development of
ring wells in India. Ring
wells have been found in
the excavation which is
going on at village Rewa in
Arang Tehsil of Raipur
District. It indicates that the
same tradition was adopted
in Chhattisgarh area too.

Saroj Pandey

Shri Jagannath Temple, Sector-4 honors Dr Bhaktiswari DeviFSNL Personnel appeal Devendra 
to help prevent privatisation 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 12: The offi-
cers and employees of
Ferro Scrap Corporation
Limited visited the office of
Devendra Yadav, MLA
Bhilai Nagar on May 11 and
made a request to save
Ferro Scrap Corporation
Limited from privatization.

It needs a mention that
Ferro Scrap Corporation
Limited is a government
undertaking under the
Ministry of Steel, head-
quartered in Bhilai,
Chhattisgarh. This organi-
zation mainly deals with
scrap processing in public
sector steel undertakings
like SAIL, RINL and
NMDC. Ferro Scrap Nigam
Limited is in profit continu-
ously since last 42 years.
But still, Ferro Scrap
Nigam is being privatized

by the Central Government.
This decision has generated
resentment among the em-
ployees towards the Central
Government. And the pri-
vatization process is being
strongly opposed by all the
employees and officers. In
this sequence, on May 11,
the officers, employees and
contract workers of Ferro
Scrap Corporation Limited
met  MLA Devendra Yadav
and informed about the

privatization being done by
the Central Government
and apprised hm about the
problems. The MLA as-
sured the employees of
Ferro Scrap Corporation
Limited that privatization
of Ferro Scrap
Corporation Limited
would not be allowed, and
assured the officers and
employees of Ferro Scrap
Corporation Limited for all
possible help.

Chhattisgarh Fame Ankit in the
Race for World Forbes 30 Under 30

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 12: Forbes
is the largest and most
well-known magazine in
the world. Every year,
Forbes publishes a list of
the world's wealthiest
people, as well as a list of
those under the age of 30
to inspire the youth.

These 30 young people
come from all around the
world and have some-
thing new & potential
enough to deliver to the
society; also they possess
great wealth as well.
Innovation is a domain
over which Forbes places
its maximum attention.

Ankit Yadav from
Chhattisgarh has been
nominated for the World
Forbes Under 30 lists.
This time, Ankit Yadav,
Wealth Manager (USA),
has been nominated to
represent his nation on a
global platform via World
Forbes Under 30. He is
recognised for his work
on narrowing global in-
equality and developing
the formula for intrinsic
value in the stock market
for the first time.

Ankit is well-known for
his stock market predic-
tions, which Investment
Gurus claim are never in-
correct. Ankit created his
website in 2021, on which
he proposed the world's
first intrinsic value for-
mula. Investors were real-
ly appreciative with it.

Ankit made 1.5 crores
in one month and became

a national sensation. He
has also been exploring
strategies to lower global
inequality function from
2018. Ankit, who is from a
small town, has become a
great figure across the
world and in Forbes as a
corollary of these attrib-
utes.

Who is Ankit Yadav
(Wealth Manager, USA)?
At the tender age of 18,
when most people are
still enjoying in their
childhood, this brilliant
young fellow entered the
stock market with bound-
less ambitions and
unimaginable risks to
take. The only thing that
held him afloat in the
stock 

market storm was his
exemplary courage to
make the change. Ankit
had his elementary edu-
cation in Bhilai,
Chhattisgarh, where he
was born. After the
Corona period's boom,
the stocks he held
achieved their pinnacle
of prosperity. This makes

Ankit one of the highest
tax payers of the state.

Ankit Yadav (Wealth
Manager, USA) is the
founder of Market
Maestro Private Limited.
There is indeed a host of
people who idolize him
for his superior expertise
and sound investing deci-
sions.

"Big Bull of the Stock
Market" and "Next
Warren Buffet" is two
prestigious titles by
which he is known
among his followers.

The eyes of the entire
nation will be focused on
this Intelligent Investor
Ankit Yadav as soon as
the list of World Forbes
Under 30 is announced,
which is expected next
month.

The Iconic Wealth
Manager Ankit Yadav,
who has already made a
big name nationwide, can
make a noteworthy im-
pact on global platform as
well. Remember- "Once A
Spartan, Always a
Spartan."

Nursing students adopted by BSP 
interested in serving their hometown

Sharda Dhruv Seema Usendi Ritu Wadde Bhawna Darro Reena Dugga
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COOL NAP

A boatman not having any visitors during the hot evening preferred to take a nap in
his colourful boat.

Central Chronicle News

Bilaspur, May 12: In case
of compensation case of
Pt. Ravishankar Shukla
University (RSU), it has
got a major relief from the
High Court. The High
Court on Thursday has is-
sued stay order on attach-
ment of property of Pt.
RSU and issued order to
return the vehicles of the
University.

The single bench of
Justice PP Sahu conduct-
ed the hearing into the
case. In the compensation
case the University pre-
sented fact that it was the
University who gave land
for Central School to the

government and in view of
this the state government
acquired the land and pro-
vided it to the University.
In such a case, to write off
the compensation contro-
versy it is the responsibili-
ty of the state govern-
ment.

The University adminis-
tration also informed the
Court that they have been
reminding about the con-
troversy to the state gov-
ernment from time to
time, but with no action in
this regard, the property
of the University is being
attached one after the an-
other.

The Court after hearing
into the versions of the
University administration
and others parties, put a
stay order on attachment
of RSU’s property. Not
only this it also issued or-
ders to return the property
attached viz. car of V-C
and Registrar RSU and

other properties. On be-
half of RSU, Advocate
Neeraj Choubey pleaded
the case.

It is notable here that
there is controversy going
on between the land owner
and Pt. RSU over payment
of compensation for 5.16
acre land . Pt. RSU has
about 300 acre land in its
possession and in the year
2005-06, the state govern-
ment acquired around 74
acre land from the land
owners and gave it to Pt.
RSU and for this they were
paid due compensation.
But for additional compen-
sation in this case, a total
of 31 farmers approached
the Court.

The District Court took
a decision in favour of the
famers in 2017 and under
this for Rs 6.63 cr, it was
asked to pay interest at
the rate of 15%. Now this
amount has gone up
manifold. The University

administration has de-
manded this amount
from the state govern-
ment and they in turn
has refused to pay.

Failing to get the com-
pensation amount, action
on attachment of RSU’s
property was started as
per court’s order.

HC issues stay order on 
attachment of RSU’s property
p Also issues order to

return vehicles
seized and other
action taken
against RSU

Raipur, May 12:
Governor and University
Chancellor Ms Anusuiya
Uikey has directed the
government to take neces-
sary action as per law
without any delay in rela-
tion to attachment of mov-

able and immovable prop-
erties of Pt Ravi Shankar
Shukla University, Raipur.

Governor’s Secretary
Amrit Kumar Khalkho
wrote a letter in this re-
gard to the Secretary,
Higher Education
Department, apprising
him about the instruc-
tions of the Governor.

In the letter, a request
has been made to direct
Standing Counsel Dr
Rajesh Kumar Pandey for
speedy hearing in the ap-
peal case pending in the
Supreme Court.

Take immediate action on issue of
attachment of RSU’s properties: Guv

p Governor’s
Secretary sends a
letter in this
regard to Higher
Education
Secretary

Raipur, May 12 (PTI): An
offence has been regis-
tered against the captain
of Chhattisgarh’s Ranji
Trophy team for allegedly
getting a job in the office of
principal accountant gen-
eral audit here by submit-
ting bogus documents, po-
lice said on Thursday.

The Vidhan Sabha po-
lice have registered a case
against Harpreet Singh
Bhatia (31), a resident of
Balod district, for alleged-
ly getting the job of audi-
tor/accountant in the
Indian Audit Accounts
Department Office of the
Principal Accountant
General Audit with the
help of a bogus mark-
sheet, an official said.

In 2014, the department
had invited applications
from the cricket cadre for
recruitment to the post of

auditor/accountant, he
said.

After preliminary verifi-
cation of the attested docu-
ments submitted by the
cricketer, he was called for
field trials and based on
his performance, Bhatia
was selected in the proba-
ble list of candidates, the
official said.

The cricketer had sub-
mitted a BCom degree cer-
tificate from Bundelkhand
University Jhansi, and to
verify the authenticity of

the degree, the depart-
ment had contacted the
university and learnt that
no such marksheet had
been issued, following
which a complaint was
lodged with the Vidhan
Sabha police station, he
said.

A case under sections
420 (cheating), 467 (for-
gery) and other relevant
provisions of the IPC has
been registered in this re-
gard and the matter is
being probed, the official
said.

Bhatia was the member
of the Indian squad in the
2010 ICC Under-19 cricket
World Cup and was picked
up by the Pune Warriors
India in the 2011 Indian
Premier League. Later, he
was signed by Royal
Challengers Bangalore 
in 2017.

Ch’garh Ranji team captain
booked in cheating case Bilaspur, May 12: The

suspended ADGP GP
Singh (IPS) has been grant-
ed conditional bail by the
High Court in Bilaspur
here on Thursday. He was
sent to jail last in January
and was there for last 5
months.

The above judgement
was delivered after hear-
ing into the case in the
High Court on Thursday. It
is notable here that sus-
pended ADGP GP Singh
(IPS) was arrested from
NOIDA last on Jan 11, 2022.
In the last hearing the
High Court issued notice
to the state government
and sought their reply.
Along with this instruc-
tions were issued to pres-
ent the case diary into the
case.

It is worthwhile to men-
tion here that ACB and
EoW conducted raid on
many establishments of

suspended ADGP GP
Singh in Raipur,
Rajnandgaon and Odisha
last year on July 1 and in
this disproportionate in-
come worth Rs 10 crore
was unearthed. Sources in
the investigation claimed
that GP Singh with sedi-
tion tried to topple the
state government, but the
police could not prove
these charges. On filing of
FIR last on 5 July, the state
government suspended GP
Singh and thereafter on
his arrest in Noida on Jan
11, he sent him to jail.

HC grants conditional bail to
suspended ADGP- GP Singh
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Raipur, May 12: The re-
sults of class X and XII
organized by the
Chhattisgarh Board of
Secondary Education
(CGBSE) are likely to be
announced on May 13 or
14. The CGBSE has com-
pleted preparations to re-
lease the exam results.
This time also the merit
list will be issued like
pre-COVID period.

Students who come to
top ten in merit will also
be rewarded. The exams
have been conducted in
offline mode. This time
the eligibility has been
set for revaluation and
recounting. Candidates
getting marks less than
their expectations can
apply for correction of

their marks.
As many as 2 lakh 93

thousand 425 students
have appeared in the 12th
examination across the
state.

They included 30 thou-
sand 750 in Raipur. Of
them 2 lakh 89 thousand
808 students are regular
while 3 thousand 617 pri-
vate candidates have ap-
peared in the examina-
tion. The examination
was conducted at 6,743
centers across the state
including 425 in Raipur.

Similarly, in the 10th
examination, 3 lakh 80
thousand 27 students are
registered across the
state including 23 thou-
sand 617 in Raipur. Of
them, 3 lakh 77 thousand
667 are regular and 2
thousand 360 private stu-

dents have been regis-
tered.

As many as 6787 exam-
ination centers were set
up across the state which
included 146 centers and
670 sub-centres in
Raipur.

Total 6787 high schools
and higher secondary
schools are affiliated to
CGBSE. Results will be
available on CGBSE web-
site www.cgbse.nic.in.
State Council of
Educational Research
and Training has started
self-assessment of 1 lakh
80 thousand teachers
across the state.
Teachers are doing their
assessment by visiting
the Padhai Tuhar Duar
portal. Based on this,
teachers have to be
trained further.

CGBSE completes preparations
for 10th, 12th results 

Raipur, May 12:
Principal opposition
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) has started playing
mind games against rul-
ing Congress on the issue
of nominations for the
two posts of Rajya Sabha
members from
Chhattisgarh.

In a statement issued
here, the BJP
Spokesperson Kedar
Kashyap on Thursday
said that Congress
should pay attention to
the nominations from
people of Chhattisgarh
in the Rajya Sabha elec-
tions during the three-
day “Chintan Shivar” to
be held in presence of
top leaders.

He said that Congress
leaders including Chief
Minister Bhupesh
Baghel attending the
“Chintan Shivir”
should ensure that the
party favours leaders
from Chhattisgarh for

the two vacant seats of
Rajya Sabha from here.

Kashyap further
added that the Congress
have been cheating the
innocent tribals over
the years.

With new anti-tribal
works of Congress, the
people would give a be-
fitting reply to them
and oust it from power
in next elections in
Chhattisgarh.

It is notable that sen-
ior tribal leader
Ramvichar Netam
from BJP and Chhaya
Verma from Congress
would be completing
their tenure in Rajya
Sabha next month.
With Congress having
71-members in
C h h a t t i s g a r h
Legislative Assembly,
the ruling party is all set
to win both the seats for
which the nominations
would be filed before 
May 31.

Congress should field leaders from
Ch’garh for RS polls: Kashyap

Raipur, May 12: Chief
Minister Bhupesh
Baghel has left for New
Delhi to attend the three-
day ‘Chintan Shivir’ of
AICC to be organized in
Udaipur in Rajasthan
from Friday. CM Baghel
will leave along with
other Congress leaders
by train from Delhi to
Udaipur.

Prior to leaving for
Delhi for ‘Chintan
Shivir’, CM Baghel said
that he would be attend-
ing the ‘chintan shivir’
along with other

Congress leaders and
would leave for Udaipur
from Delhi by train and
therefore would have
ample time for discus-
sions. In the party’s
‘Chintan Shivir’ to be or-
ganized for three-days,
discussions will be held
on various issues and
this include 6 core issues
related to politics, eco-
nomics, agriculture, em-
ployment and others. CM
said that final decision
regarding one family-one
ticket formula will also
be discussed.

Baghel leaves for Delhi to
attend ‘Chitan Shivir’ 

Raipur, May 12:
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) Panchayat Cell
Convenor Ramkumar
Bhatt after seeking ap-
proval from the BJP
President Vishnu Deo Sai,
has declared the District
Convenor and Co-con-
venors of various units to
strengthen the
Organization.

According to the infor-
mation received,
Videshiram Dhruve has
been appointed Convenor
of Kabirdhan District
whereas Babulal
Chandrakar would be Co-
convenor. Similarly, Anil
Tiwari would be Convenor
of Dhamtari Panchayat
Cell and Mohan Pujari
would be Co-convenor
whereas Baisuram
Mandavi and Malati
Mandavi have been en-
trusted with the responsi-
bility of Convenor and Co-

convenor of Dantwada
District. Other nomina-
tions include Renuka
Singh and Sushil Yadav
for Koriya District, Tilasai
and Mukesh Gupta for
Balrampur Unit,
Devisingh Tekam and
Premchand Patel for
Korba Unit, Rameshwari
Banjare and Loknath
Thakur for Mungeli,
Jitendra Panigrahi and
Raiduram Baghel for
Jagdalpur, Vijay Patel and
Sitambr Kawade for
Kanker, Ruplal Patel and
TK Lal Sao for
Mahasamund, Aditi
Baghmar and Surela
Mandal Bharat Nayak for
Baloda Bazar, Harikishan
Kurre and Prem Verma
for Bemetara Unit and
Khemraj Kosle from
Raipur Rural Unit has
been nominated as
Convenor of Panchayat
Cell.

BJP appoints Panchayat Cell
Convenors in various Districts

Raipur, May 12: The way
the nurses served the pa-
tients during the Corona pe-
riod is an invaluable heritage
for humanity. Their respect
in the society has increased
even more. A nurse has a
sense of community for
every patient, so we address
them as sisters. International
Nurses Day on May 12 is a
day to remember the contri-
bution of all nurses in
human service.

International Nurses Day
was celebrated in CG College
of Nursing, Raipur by hon-
ouring the selfless spirit of
nurses and service to human-
ity by the institution, by giv-
ing momento to all  the nurs-
es of Dr. Bhimrao Ambedkar
Memorial Hospital, Raipur
and District Hospital, Pandri,
Raipur. This information
was given by the administra-
tive officer of the institution,
Dr. Bharavi Vaishnav.

International Nurses Day
celebration held 
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Raipur, May 12: Chief
Minister Bhupesh
Baghel virtually inaugu-
rated the newly con-
structed second-floor of
the Office of Advocate
General located in
Bilaspur High Court
premises, from his offi-
cial residence here on
Thursday. The second
floor of this office build-
ing has been built at a
cost of Rs. 1.65 cr.

Advocate General of
Chhattisgarh Satish
Chandra Verma,
Additional Advocate
General Amrito Das,
Sunil Otwani, Chandresh
Srivastava, Meena
Shastri and Raghavendra
Pradhan along with Law

Officers and other offi-
cers-employees of the of-
fice joined this pro-
gramme through video
conferencing from
Advocate General’s
Office Bilaspur.

Chief Minister ex-
tended his congratula-
tions and best wishes to
everyone including the
Advocate General on
this occasion. Baghel
said that with the com-
pletion of this new con-
struction, all the con-
cerned would be able to

discharge their duties
in a more systematic
and convenient manner.
Necessary arrange-
ments are being made
for the speedy and
smooth functioning of
this office.

The Chief Minister
expressed happiness
over the expansion of
the Advocate General’s
office as well as the digi-
tization of the official
work.

He said that with the
digitization of work, rel-

evant departments of
the government will get
information regarding
legal matters on the
same day.

This is saving both
time and labour of the
departmental officers.
Baghel assured to pro-
vide all the facilities as
per the requirement of
the Advocate General’s
office in future as well.

Advocate General
Satish Chandra Verma
while welcoming Chief
Minister Baghel in the
programme, expressed
his gratitude towards
Chief Minister for the
construction of the
second floor of the of-
fice of advocate gener-
al and for providing
necessary facilities.

CM inaugurates newly built 2nd floor of AG’s office

‘Satsang’ in memory of Baba
Hardev Singh today

RRaaiippuurr:: ‘Satsang’ in the memory
of Baba Hardev Singh is being
organized tomorrow from 5:00
pm to 7:30 pm  as Babaji held the
reins of Nirankari Mission as
‘Satguru’ for 36 years. Along with
spiritual awareness, he also car-
ried out many works for the wel-
fare of the society and this
included blood donation, forma-
tion of blood banks, eye check-
up, plantation campaign,
Swachchata Abhiyan and others.
For establishing an ideal society,
Babaji gave his blessings for
many projects in order to create
new platforms for energy among
youth and for empowerment of
w o m e n .
So it is in the presence of
Satguru Mata Sudikshaji Maharaj
that a massive ‘Nirankari Sant
Samagam’ is being oragnised as
‘Samarpan Diwas’ on May 13 at
Samkhala in Haryana and in this
series at Sant Nirankari Bhavan
in Lakhenagar also, a ‘Satsang’
will be organized from 5:00 pm
to 7:30 pm, informs Gopichand.

Raipur, May 12: The fifth
convocation of
Kushabhau Thackeray
University of Journalism
and Mass Communication
(KTUJMC) is being organ-
ized on  May 30. Anusuiya
Uikey, Governor and
Chancellor of
Chhattisgarh will be the
chief guest of the func-
tion. Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel will be
the special guest in the
function. Higher

Education Minister
Umesh Patel has been in-
vited as a special guest.
The keynote speaker of
the function will be sen-
ior journalist and former
General Secretary of
Broadcast Editors
Association, NK Singh.
The program will
presided over by the Vice
Chancellor of the
University, Prof. Baldev
Bhai Sharma.

University Registrar,
Dr. Anand Shankar
Bahadur informed that a
total of 945 students who
passed out from 2019 to
2021 will be awarded de-

grees in this convocation.
On this occasion, 29 stu-
dents who got first place
will be decorated with
gold medals. Merit certifi-
cates will be given to 58
students who secured sec-
ond and third position in
merit list. The function
will be held on May 30 at
11.30 am in Pt. Deendayal
Upadhyay Auditorium,
Nagarjuna Science
College. A notice has been
issued to the students to
attend the convocation.
Students can attend the
convocation by applying
in the prescribed format
by May 23.

Annual convocation of KTUJMC on May 30
Governor and
Chancellor
Anusuiya Uikey will
be the chief guest

945 students will
get degrees, 29 gold
medals and 58 stu-
dents will get merit
certificates
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DIP IN HOT SUMMER

Children at the anicut are taking a dip in Kharun river and are unaware of likely risk it involve while diving.

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, May 12: The
State Government has
chalked out various
schemes in the health, ed-
ucation, Agricultural, and
tourism sectors to provide
better facilities for the citi-
zens of Chhattisgarh.
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel said that all of
these schemes have been
created by keeping the pri-
orities of common citizens
in mind. Be it, loan
waivers, financial aid for
farmers under Rajiv
Gandhi Nyay Yojna, or
providing free-of-cost qual-
ity education in
Atmanand English
Medium Schools to provid-

ing Healthcare facilities in
Urban as well as Rural
areas through Community
health centers, Mobile
Medical Units, and
Dhanwantari Generic
medicine stores. Today
the situation has changed
in Chhattisgarh, there is
prosperity and people are
living in harmony with
each other, surely the offi-
cers and employees of the
state also have a big role in
this. Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel said the
above-mentioned things in
a review meeting held

with the officials at
Ambikapur’s rest house
during the Bhent and
Mulaqat Campaign today.

In the review meeting,
Chief Minister told the of-
ficers that if people’s work
is done on time, then it fills
them with satisfaction and
trust for the administra-
tion. While directing the
officers present there,
Baghel said that they
should ensure speedy dis-
posal of the applications
received from the general
public during their meet-
ing and it should be re-

viewed separately by sen-
ior officers. Along with
this, the officials should
also ensure the arrange-
ment of acknowledgment
of the applications re-
ceived.

Appreciating the facili-
ties of the Primary Health
Center, Chief Minister
Baghel, who inspected
health facilities the previ-
ous day, said that people
get benefit from a well
functioning system and
this is the intention of the
government. The Chief
Minister said that the state
government is also taking
care of the needs of the of-
ficers. Urban
Administration and
Development Minister Dr.
Shiv Kumar Daharia, Food
and Culture Minister
Amarjit Bhagat, MLA Dr.
Pritam Ram, Additional
Chief Secretary Subrata
Sahoo, and officials were
present on the occasion.

State govt schemes are 
completely citizen-centric: CM

State govt aims to
provide better facil-
ities for the general
public 
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Raipur, May 12: Collector
Sourabh Kumar has given
instructions to the officers
to settle the pending cases
in the departments at the
earliest along with resolv-
ing the applications of
Chief Minister,
Janchaupal and Public
Service Guarantee.
Collector took a meeting of
officers of various depart-
ments at Red Cross meet-
ing room and directed
them to take care of the fa-
cilities of the people. Also,
he inquired about the for-
mation of Rajiv Gandhi
Yuva Mitan Club. In the
meeting, the Collector said
that no complaint should
be received regarding

heatstroke and water prob-
lem in summer. Collector
Sourabh Kumar told the
food officers that the pres-
ence of food inspector
should be ensured in the
camp so that ration card of
the beneficiary could be
made immediate . Revenue
officers go to the camp
with the list of nomina-
tion-demarcation. The col-
lector inquired about the
Chief Minister Mitan
Yojana, Mitan Call Center
and the center’s toll free
number 14545 etc.
Divisional officers includ-
ing Corporation
Commissioner Prabhat
Malik, Additional
Collector Gopal Verma,
NR Sahu, BC Sahu, BB
Panchbhai were present in

the meeting. In the  Jan
Dardhan meeting held in
the Collectorate meeting
room on Tuesday, applica-
tions of problems and
complaints of people com-
ing from different develop-
ment blocks were taken.
Additional Collector BC
Sahu took the application
and gave instructions to
the officers of various de-
partments for disposal.
Most of applications re-
ceived in Jandarshan
meeting were off getting a
copy of the transfer regis-
ter, providing self-employ-
ment and stopping illegal
action. Chhattisgarh
Chamber of Commerce
and Industries has appre-
ciated the decision to shift
the protest site at Budha
Talab, Raipur  to Nava
Raipur.

Chamber’s state presi-
dent Amar Parwani and
working president Vikram
Singhdeo said that on the
demand of the chamber, the
protest site at Budhapara
has been shifted to Nava
Raipur. This will give relief
to the people.

Collector gave instructions to expedite
disposal of pending cases

p Collector Sourabh
Kumar has given
instructions to the
officers to settle the
pending cases in the
departments at the
earliest.

Raipur, May 12: In order
to maintain peace and secu-
rity in the city, Collector
Sourabh Kumar and Senior
Superintendent of Police
Prashant Kumar Agrawal
took a meeting of senior of-
ficers of the District
Administration and Police
Department at Red Cross
meeting hall located in the
Collectorate premises. The
issue of indefinite and pro-
posed protest venue domi-
nated the meeting.

Collector Sourabh
Kumar discussed with the
officials about the traffic
problem due to protest site
and rally in the coming
days. He directed the rev-
enue and police officers to
maintain constant contact
with each other and said

that people should not face
any kind of problem. A
close watch should also be
kept on anti-social ele-
ments. He asked the Health
Department officials not to
delay the report unneces-
sarily.

At present, only 100 peo-
ple are allowed to stage
dharna at protest site at
Budhapara, Raipur. The
district administration has
not taken any decision re-
garding increasing the
number of protesters. It is

worth mentioning that on
Monday, the BJYM had also
gheraoed the collectorate
demanding to increase the
number. The activists said
that the people of the city
have the right to stage
protest. The number
should also increase.

SSP Prashant Agarwal
took a meeting of the in-
charges of the rural police
station in the control room
located at the Civil Lines of
Raipur. The SSP directed to
take strict action, increase

vigilance and resolve the
pending cases at the earli-
est with immediate resolu-
tion of theft, robbery, ille-
gal liquor sale and property
related disputes in rural po-
lice station areas. The SSP
took a class regarding the
behaviour of the
Thanedars. He instructed
the station in-charges to
improve behaviour and
keep the police station
premises clean as well as
maintain water and basic
facilities.

Main examination
of CGPSC will

start from May 26

Raipur, May 12:
Chhattisgarh Public
Service Commission has
declared the date of State
Service (Main)
Examination-2021. The
exam will be held for four
consecutive days from
May 26 to 29.
Examination centers
have been set up in
Ambikapur, Bilaspur,
Durg-Bhilai, Jagdalpur
and Raipur districts of
the state. The exam will
be offline. The admit card
can be seen on the depart-
mental website on May 15.
Through the State Service
Examination-2021, the
process of recruitment is
going on for a total of 171
posts of Deputy Collector
and others.

Collector-SP took meeting on law and order
In order to maintain
peace and security in
the city, the Collector
and the Senior
Superintendent of
Police took a meeting
at Red Cross meeting
room located in the
Collectorate premises. 

Raipur, May 12: Sai
Darbar at Kota Colony
here celebrated 15th annu-
al festival of Sai Baba

which started from May 08
and concluded on May 10
with pooja, hawan, mass
meal in the afternoon,
bhajan sandhya in the
evening and concluded
with Shej Aarati.

The chief guests of this
programme were
Padmashree Madan
Chauhan, Dada( Sai
Temple Kumhari), Vikas
Upadhyay MLA, Naveen
Jadav, Dileep Nampallivar,
Sameer Pal, Mahendra
Chauhan, Appa Khare,
Yogesh Sahu and residents
of Kota colony, informs
Sai Samiti president
Surya Prakash.
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Raipur, May 12: While
examining the works of
Smart City, MLA Vikas
Upadhyay has advised to
clear the pending works at
the earliest.

P a r l i a m e n t a r y
Secretary and MLA Vikas
Upadhyay reviewed the
works worth 41.98 crore
being done by Smart City
for the development of
Raipur. He asked to main-
tain the quality of works.

A review meeting was
held at the Indoor
Stadium, Budha Talab,
Raipur. Vikas said  that ac-
cording to the wishes of
the residents of Raipur
West assembly constituen-
cy and the general public,
he would leave no stone
unturned to give them

gifts of various construc-
tion works and work con-
tinuously in their interest.
The MLA said that the
construction work of
ponds and gardens is
going on in his constituen-
cy under Smart City, are -
Kari Talab Renovation
work, Green Corridor,

Youth hub and Vending
Zone construction
Anupam Garden, near
Vandana Auto and various
areas. The work of in-
stalling signboards, Jora
Talab Beautification and
Vending Zone and Gadhi
Talab Beautification and
Purification work. He

said that these works
would be completed soon
at a cost of about Rs.36.58
crore.

Apart from this, he di-
rected the smart city offi-
cials to complete develop-
ment works worth about
5.40 crore. Describing the
details of the works, he
said, redevelopment and
beautification of
Municipal Corporation
Garden at Ashok Nagar,
redevelopment work of
Dangnia pond, redevelop-
ment and beautification
of Raipur Agroha Sector-
1 Garden, Redevelopment
and beautification of
Jarwai Talab, Garden be-
hind Gayatri Mandir,

Redevelopment and
Beautification of
Hirapur Colony Garden,
Redevelopment and
Beautification of Kota
Colony Garden,
Redevelopment and
Beautification of
Dumartalab Garden,
Sheetla Talab
Redevelopment work of
Kota Talab, Kota in
Gudhiyari Marg drain
construction work,
Beautification and rede-
velopment works of
Sheetla Talab Ramnagar
will be completed soon.
Top officials of Smart
City Limited were pres-
ent in this review meet-
ing today.

15th annual fest of Sai

Darbar attracts devotees
MLA Vikas Upadhyay reviews works of Smart City

Instructed to com-
plete the incom-
plete work soon

Raipur, May 12: “One lakh
twenty thousand, one lakh
40 thousand, 1 lakh 85 thou-
sand, mine 2 lakh”, were the
voices coming from the
crowd. And any passerby
who didn’t know what is
happening would guess if
there is some auction going
on. But it was no auction,
but the response of the
farmers when Chief
Minister asked them about
the loan waiver they have
received.

On Wednesday, under
Bhent-Mulaqat Abhiyan,
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel visited
Mangarelgarh village of
Surguja district. While ad-
dressing the gathering on
the occasion, Chief
Minister asked the farmers
if any of them has not re-
ceived the benefit of loan

waiver? Even before Chief
Minister could complete his
question, the farmers en-
thusiastically started telling
the amount of their loans
that have been waived off.
Glad to observe the enthusi-
asm and happiness of the
farmers, Chief Minister

congratulated and clapped
for them.

Farmer Ramkumar
Gupta of Patela village told
that his loan of Rs 2 lakh
was waived off, which
brought great relief to him
and his family. Ramkumar
told that after the loan waiv-

er, he could buy a tractor
which helped him do farm-
ing more effeciently and
conveniently. This time he
has sold 500 sacks of paddy
and earned a good profit.
Besides, now he is also
spending more on his chil-
dren’s education.

‘My happiness lies in the prosperity of the farmer’
Raipur, May 12:
Chhattisgarh Council of
Science and Technology
(CCOST), Raipur entered
into a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU)
with Jawaharlal Nehru
Aluminum Research,
Development and Design
Center (JNARDDC),
Ministry of Mines,
Government of India, on
Wednesday for the project
‘Geotechnical Evaluation
of Bauxite Reserves in
Chhattisgarh’.

As a part of this project,
both the institutes will
prepare a district-wise dig-
ital database of laterite
and bauxite deposits using
geo-referenced maps and
conduct geotechnical as-
sessment of bauxite and
laterite deposits located in

Chhattisgarh with the
help of space technology.
The agreement was signed
by Chhattisgarh Council
of Science and
Technology and Regional
Science Center Director
General Dr. S. Karmakar
and JNARDDC Director
Dr. Anupam Agnihotri.

The project will be ex-

tremely beneficial for alu-
minum industry facing
shortage of good grade
raw ore (Bauxite) and
bauxite mining companies
and industries using alu-
minum in various forms
and processes. In addition
to the entrepreneurs deal-
ing in bauxite and laterite
ores, the existing mine

owners and bauxite indus-
tries located in
Chhattisgarh and Central
India will also be benefit-
ed. The database obtained
from state’s new remote
sensing technology and
GIS can be used in any ex-
isting mining companies
and aluminum industries.

CCOST Scientist E-1
M.K. Beg, Scientist C Dr.
Wasim Raza, and Project
Scientist Yudhveer Singh
and Principal Scientist,
JNARDDC, Ministry of
Minerals, Government of
India, Nagpur Dr. Praveen
Bhukte, Secretary Admin
Officer Mr. R. Srinivasan,
Technical Adviser Mr.
Sanjay Wadodkar, and
Scientific Assistant Mr.
Gopal Dware were present
on the occasion.

MoU inked between CCOST and JNARDDC 



Divyangjan Help Camp conducted
by district administration

Central Chronicle News

BBaaiikkuunntthhppuurr,,  MMaayy  1122::
Divyangjan Help Camp, a sensi-
tive initiative of the district ad-
ministration, whose focus has
been to provide necessary doc-
uments and accessories to the
differently abled in the district,
so that the Divyangjan can be
facilitated in daily life and to
take advantage of government
schemes, is getting rare ac-
claims. 

This innovative initiative of
the administration got a posi-
tive response from the people,
as a result of which 660
Divyangjans having more than
40 percent disability were eas-
ily made Disability Certificate
and UDID after testing the dis-
ability in the camp held in the
district and reaching the bene-
ficiaries to their homes. 

During his visit to the school
for blind children, various
needs related to Divyangjan
came to the notice of Collector
Shri Kuldeep Sharma, and
after which the Collector di-
rected to start camps for the
help of Divyangjans in the dis-
trict. In the month of April last,
applications were taken by or-
ganizing camps in all the de-
velopment blocks and as far as
possible; they were resolved
on the spot. A total of 09
camps were organized in the
district under the guidance of
Collector Mr. Sharma.
Divyangjan, who arrived with
the application of necessary
documents and equipment in
large number, applied for
Aadhar card, pension, disabili-
ty certificate, UDID card, ac-
cessories, which have been re-
solved.

Collector Sharma himself
took a follow-up on the solu-
tion. After the documents
were prepared on the instruc-
tions of the Collector, the local

administration went door-to-
door and provided documents
to the Divyangjans. While re-
solving the applications for
Aadhar card received in the
camp, Aadhar cards have been
provided to 177 Divyangjans.
For father of 7-year-old Ansh,
happiness knew no bounds
when the district administration
team reached his house with
the Aadhar card. 

Ansh's father got emotional
and thanked the district admin-
istration team and said that
with the creation of Aadhar
card, now the son will also be
able to get the benefits of the
schemes of the government.
Along with the application of
necessary documents, assistive
devices were also provided in
the Divyangjan Help Camps. In
the camps, 90 Divyangjans were
provided with essential aids like
sticks, crutches, wheelchairs,
hearing aids.

Formation of Rajiv Yuva
Mitan Club in Gobra

Central Chronicle News

Anwari, May 12: Rajiv
Yuva Mitan Club was
formed in the village pan-
chayat in Gobra village, in
which Janak Sahu was
elected unanimously as
President, Vice President
Pritesh Sahu, Chiteshwar
Sahu, Treasurer
Dhananjay Sahu Secretary
and Jeetendra, Doman Lal
were made joint secre-

taries. Sarpanch Savitri
Sahu, Deputy Sarpanch
Beniram Sahu, Secretary
Secretary Tularam Sahu,
Nodal Officer Kishore
Kumbhaj were present in
the club formation.

Also, all the members
who came in the formation
gave their cooperation.
Congratulations and best
wishes to all the office bear-
ers poured in from the vil-
lage fraternity.

IGP Pal Raipur Range takes meeting of police officers
Central Chronicle News

Rajim, May 12: Inspector
General of Police Raipur
Range O.P Pal, on his maid-
en visit to Gariaband dis-
trict took a meeting of po-
lice officials and gave strict
instructions to curb crimes
related to women, theft,
cyber, chit fund, ganja, dia-
mond, and illegal liquor in
the district. He asked all
the station in-charges for
brief information regard-
ing the police stations and
discussed with CRPF offi-
cers regarding the Naxal
operations.

O.P Pal was accorded a
warm welcome by
Gariaband Superintendent
of Police J.R. Thakur, ac-

companied by the
customary salute
by police person-
nel's. Common
citizens, especial-
ly poor people,
reach the police
station with a lot
of hope from the
police, make the
complainant feel comfort-
able and listen to the com-
plainant said IGP OP Pal,
while addressing the police
officers.

Every police officer/em-
ployee should take action
in the interest of humanity
and the country, he said.
Talking on guidelines given
for safe and effective Naxal
operation, as well as to in-
crease the mutual relations

between the po-
lice and the pub-
lic through com-
munity policing
in Naxal affected
villages and to
give information
regarding the
benefits of high
a m b i t i o u s

schemes of the govern-
ment, Shri Pal said that
after identifying the anti-
social elements active in
the district, immediate nec-
essary action should be
taken.

Along with this, to main-
tain communal harmony
in the district, it was direct-
ed to maintain proper law
and order during every reli-
gious/social festival. He

also asked the station in-
charges to fix the beat sys-
tem of their police station
areas, as well as to tour
from village to village
through the communing
police system and put a
public chaupal, to solve
cases quickly.

He also asked the offi-
cials to give detailed infor-
mation regarding cyber
fraud, crime related to
women, crime related to
children, crime related to
social media in the village,
so that people are aware
and this type of crime can
be reduced. During the
meeting all the gazetted of-
ficers of the district, CRPF
officers and station in-
charges were present.

SECR Bilaspur expands passenger facility

Central Chronicle News

Bilaspur, May 12: The
railway administration is
continuously developing
the passenger facilities in
the stations and trains and
expanding the available fa-
cilities. In this context,
along with the extension of
20 feet wide foot over bridge
of Howrah end up to loco
colony at the other end of
Bilaspur station, second en-
trance, booking office and
parking facilities have been
made available.

The inauguration of this
facility was done on 10th

May 2022 at 11 am in the
presence of the Leader of
Opposition Dharamlal
Kaushik and LS MP Arun
Sao and MLA Shailesh
Pandey and Mayor
Ramsharan Yadav. On this
occasion, apart from public
representatives, Divisional
Railway Manager Alok
Sahai, Senior Divisional
Engineer Rajdhari Yadav,
Chief Medical
Superintendent Dr. AK Das,
Senior Divisional Security
Commissioner Rishi
Kumar Shukla and other
Railway officials and em-
ployees were present. In the

beginning of this launch
program, this facility was
explained in detail by the
Divisional Railway
Manager Alok Sahai dur-
ing the welcome address.
Addressing the program,
Leader of Opposition
Dharamlal Kaushik and LS
MP Arun Saw said that this
dignified ceremony is a his-
toric and happy moment for
the residents of this area.

The residents were con-
gratulated for the availabil-
ity of this facility and the
railway administration
was thanked. Along with
this, he said that with its

availability, passengers liv-
ing at the other end of
Bilaspur station or in loco
colony and Sirgitti area
will get the facility of tick-
eting as well as direct entry
into the station. MLA
Shailesh Pandey and
Mayor Ramsharan Yadav
also addressed the program
and thanked the Railway
Administration for describ-
ing this facility as a great
gift for the people of this
area. The program was
conducted by Senior
Divisional Commercial
Manager/Freight Suskar
Vipul Vilasrao.

Pipeline network to be 
build at a cost of Rs 2.30 cr

Central Chronicle News

Katgi, May 12: Under the
Chief Minister's
Drinking Water Scheme,
Bhoomipujan of water
tank for door-to-door sup-
ply of water was done by
Parliamentary Secretary,
Bilaigarh Assembly
Constituency's popular
MLA Chandradev Roy.

Water tank, pipe line,
house to house tap con-
nection, whose estimated
cost was 2 crore 30 lakh 3
thousand rupees, will
commence soon and
drinking water will reach
homes and this will solve
the problem of water cri-
sis to a great extent, said
Chandradev Roy.

Deputy Sarpanch
Keshav Sahu, who was
presiding the program,
said that making a water
tank is one of the good
works of our villagers be-

cause as soon as the heat
starts coming in May, the
water level from the hand
pump goes down.

On behalf of all the vil-
lagers, I thank the suc-
cessful Chief Minister of
Chhattisgarh Bhupesh
Baghel ji, Water

Resources Minister
Rudra Guru and
Parliamentary Secretary
Chandradev Roy, for ful-
filling our years old de-
mand.

Yudhishthira Nayak
Congress Block President
Sonakhan, Hemant

Dubey MLA
Representative, SDO PHE
Manoj Dokde, Additional
Tasildar Radheshyam
Verma, Patwari Rakesh
Tamrakar, Mandi
Manager Mani Ram
Kaivart, Secretary
Chaitram Tandon, Firat
Ram Panch, Gajendra
Patel, Jawahar Patel,
Santosh Yadav, State Vice
President Motivational
Association, Rama
Kewat, Shiv Kot, Chandra
Ram Yadav, Sanjay, Jan
Mohammad, Santosh
Sahu, Sanjay Kewat,
Ganesh Ram, Durgesh
Sarathi, Monu, Rupesh,
Ajuram, Kholbahradas
Kotwar, Gopal, Latel Ram,
Shyamkaran, Tiharu,
Bhageluram, Ichharam,
Harikishan, Ghanaram
Laxmin Bai, Sulochana,
etc. villagers and
Congress workers were
present.
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CELEBRATION

Students celebrate after announcement of Gujarat Secondary and Higher Secondary
Education Board (GSHSEB) science stream exam results, at a school in Surat,
Thursday.

INTERNATIONAL NURSES DAY

Nurses of Global Hospital click a selfie on the occasion of International Nurses Day in Mumbai, Thursday
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BRIEF

Man arrested
i New Delhi: A 37-year-

old man was arrested
for allegedly molest-
ing and stalking a girl
in Shahdara district
here, police said on
Thursday. He was
identified as Irfan
Khan, a local, and
works as a private ac-
countant. He is mar-
ried with three chil-
dren, police said. The
13-year-old victim had
on May 7 lodged a po-
lice complaint alleg-
ing that Khan had
been stalking her for
few days and that he
also molested her
while she was en
route to tuition class-
es. After the girl ap-
prised her parents
about the issue, they
accompanied her to
her tution classes.
They stood some dis-
tance away as Khan
approached their
daughter and caught
him red-handed, R
Sathiyasundaram,
Deputy
Commissioner of
Police (Shahdara)
said.

Man held 
i New Delhi: A 24-year-

old man was arrested
for allegedly attacking
a fruit-seller with a
knife over old enmity
in Delhi’s Prashant
Vihar area, police
said. The accused has
been identified as
Bhola Shankar, also a
fruit-seller and a resi-
dent of Uttar
Pradesh’s Aligarh dis-
trict, they said.On
Monday, the police got
information about a
quarrel and after
reaching the spot
found an injured man,
identified as Sonu
Kumar (22). He was
was shifted to the BSA
hospital, a senior po-
lice officer said. In his
statement, the man
said he and the ac-
cused sold fruits, the
officer said.

4 CBI officers arrested
i New Delhi: The

Chandigarh Police
has arrested four
Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) of-
ficers for allegedly
conducting a fake raid
on an IT firm there to
extort money, officials
said on Thursday.
These four accused of-
ficers had allegedly
gone to Chandigarh
on Wednesday to con-
duct a “search” even
when they are not
posted there and had
no case or mandate
for such an operation,
they said. The employ-
ees of the firm
smelled rat in the con-
duct of the officers,
rounded them up and
called police, the offi-
cials here said. Senior
CBI officials said as
part of the agency’s
zero-tolerance to-
wards corruption pol-
icy, strictest possible
action will be initiated
against the accused of-
ficials.

Road crash 
i Noida: Five people,

including four from
Maharashtra and
one from Karnataka,
were killed in a road
crash on the Yamuna
Expressway in Uttar
Pradesh’s Greater
Noida on Thursday
morning, police said.
Two other people
who were along with
the deceased in an
SUV have been hos-
pitalised with in-
juries after the 5 am
road crash, the police
said. UP Chief
Minister Yogi
Adityanath has ex-
pressed grief over
the incident and di-
rected Gautam
Buddh Nagar district
officials to ensure
proper treatment to
those injured.

Udaipur, May 12 (PTI):

The Congress is and
will have to remain the
“pivot” around which an
anti-BJP coalition is
formed and a “UPA plus
plus’’ formation would be
the “best one” to take on
the BJP-led NDA in the
2024 general elections,
senior Congress leader
Sachin Pilot said on
Thursday. In an interview
with PTI ahead of the
party’s ‘Chintan Shivir’
starting here on Friday,
Pilot asserted that formu-
lating a successful elec-

toral strategy would be a
top agenda point at the
three-day brainstorming
session. Accusing the rul-
ing BJP of diverting peo-
ple’s attention from the
real issues, he said “some
fringe elements” are try-
ing to change the name of
some monuments and
roads. He questioned
whether the demands of
renaming the Qutub
Minar or the Taj Mahal
are more important than
reducing the “skyrocket-
ing” prices of petrol,
diesel, cooking gas and
food items. “These are is-

sues brought out in com-
plete desperation to ma-
nipulate the narrative and
to pull the wool over peo-
ple’s eyes at a time when
lemon is Rs 300 a kg, cylin-
der is at Rs 1,000 and
petrol at around Rs 125.
There is chaos in the fis-
cal management, and the
economic policies of the
government have been a
monumental failure and
there is no accountability
in the government,” Pilot
said.

Asked about his expec-
tations from the ‘Chintan
Shivir’, the former
Rajasthan deputy chief
minister said the idea is to
brainstorm, evolve a fresh
blueprint, reboot the
party’s messaging and in-
corporate those changes
moving forward so that
the organisation can be
revamped and be pre-
pared to take on future po-
litical challenges.

“To my mind the shivir
will be extremely useful
and outcome-oriented.

Congress will be ‘central pillar’ of anti-BJP
formation for 2024 polls: Sachin Pilot

New Delhi, May 12 (PTI):

Civic authorities on
Thursday carried out anti-
encroachment drives in
various part of the city,
with locals and Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) sup-
porters staging a protest
in Madanpur Khadar to
stop demolition of struc-
tures, which they claimed
were legal.

While the South Delhi
Municipal Corporation
(SDMC) removed illegal
and temporary structures
in Madanpur Khadar and
Dhirsen Marg, the North
Delhi Municipal
Corporation (NDMC) took
action in Rohini and Karol
Bagh.

AAP MLA Amantullah

Khan reached Kanchan
Kunj in Madanpur Khadar
and started protesting
against the drive along
with supporters and lo-
cals, with some of them
raising anti-BJP slogans.

Delhi’s three municipal
corporations — SDMC,
NDMC and East Delhi
Municipal Corporation —
are BJP ruled.

In Madanpur Khadar,
the south civic body is de-
molishing a building that

they said was built illegal-
ly. The fresh actions are
part of a series of anti-en-
croachment drives by the
civic bodies since April-
mid. On April 16, the exer-
cise to remove illegal
structures was undertak-
en in Jahangirpuri. In the
following days, it was car-
ried out in areas such as
New Friends Colony,
Dwarka, Najafgarh and
Lodhi Colony. On Monday
too, during a drive at

Shaheen Bagh, AAP’s
Amantullah Khan had
staged a protest and a com-
plaint was registered
against him for obstruct-
ing officials from carrying
out the exercise.

In the north, a senior
NDMC official said, “We
have got the police and
other personnel, and anti-
encroachment drive is
being run in areas in
Rohini and Karol Bagh
zones.”

A stretch on the K N
Katju Marg in Rohini is
being cleared of illegal
temporary structures
while in Patel Nagar, ac-
tion is being taken in
Prem Gali, he said.

In Madanpur Khadar,
Khan said the drive is
against the poor and ap-
pealed to his supporters to
reach Kanchan Kunj for
the protest.

Civic authorities carry out anti-encroachment drives

Mumbai, May 12 (PTI):

The Maharashtra Anti
Corruption Bureau (ACB)
has issued a lookout circu-
lar against businessman
Jitendra Navlani, who is
accused of accepting over
Rs 58.96 crore from various
private companies by using
the names of Enforcement
Directorate (ED) officials.

Reacting to the develop-
ment, Shiv Sena MP Sanjay
Raut, who had made allega-
tions that Navlani has ex-
torted crores of rupees
from builders and busi-
nessmen at the behest of
ED officials, sought to

know if the accused has
fled the country, and said
that in case he has done so,
then “some powerful peo-
ple” have helped him es-
cape.

“The ACB has issued the
lookout circular against
Navlani,” an official said
on Thursday.

The action came days
after the ACB registered an
FIR against Navlani and
others under sections of
the Prevention of
Corruption Act for collect-
ing money from various
businessmen by using
names of the ED officials.

“After the registration of
the FIR, Navlani went un-
traceable and also did not
respond to the summons is-
sued by the ACB, following
which the agency issued a
LOC (lookout circular)

against him,” the official
said. The FIR, registered in
the first week of May, said
that Navlani had collected
around Rs 58.96 crore be-
tween 2015 and 2021.
Navlani, a resident of
Colaba Causeway in south
Mumbai, and others used
the names of ED officials
and accepted money from
various private companies
as consultancy fees or unse-
cured loans through shell
companies, the ACB had
earlier claimed.

They allegedly promised
these firms to help them in
their dealings with the gov-
ernment, it said. In March,
Sanjay Raut had alleged
that Navlani has extorted
crores of rupees from
builders and businessmen
at the behest of ED 
officials.

Maha ACB issues lookout circular
against businessman

Rourkela, May 12 (PTI):

ranes lifting heavy ma-
terial, dusty roads leading
up to the site, people in
safety jackets and helmets
doing their work amid
heaps of sand and cement
lying scattered all over the
place. There are ample
signs that the construction
of the country’s largest

hockey stadium is in full
swing.

Come January next
year, the Birsa Munda
International Hockey
Stadium in Odisha’s trib-
al-dominated Sundargarh
district will be packed to
the rafters during the FIH
Men’s Hockey World Cup.

As many as 20,000 sup-
porters will be rooting for

the Indian hockey team,
which is riding high on
the Tokyo Olympics suc-
cess and will seek to not
only better the quarterfi-
nal finish in the 2018 edi-
tion in Bhubaneswar, but
also win the showpiece
event.

The work at the stadium
on the outskirts of
Rourkela city started in
June last year and it is
going on round the clock
as officials battle to com-
plete it within the dead-
line. Normally, it takes
around 18-24 months to
build a stadium of this size.
“But, we designed and
planned it in such a way so
that we can save time in en-
gineering and the conven-
tional construction part,”
Sports Department infra-
structure consultant
Swagat Singh said.

Colosseum in cradle: India’s largest
hockey stadium in Sundargarh

Rampur (UP), May 12 (PTI):

A special MP-MLA
court here issued non-
bailable warrants
against the son and wife
of Samajwadi Party
leader Azam Khan in a
fake birth certificate
case.

SP MLA Abdullah
Azam Khan and his
mother Tazin Fatma
were issued the warrants
for non-appearance in
the court in his fake
birth certificate case,
District government ad-
vocate Arun Saxena said.
The next hearing of the
case will be held on 
May 16.

BJP leader Akash
Saxena had filed the case

in 2019 at Ganj police sta-
tion in Rampur in con-
nection with the issue of
fake birth certificate to
Abdullah Azam Khan.

On Wednesday, during
the hearing in the said
case, the witnesses pres-
ent in the court could not
be examined as Abdullah
and his mother Tazin
Fatma were not present.

The duo sought exemp-
tion from appearance,
which the court rejected
and issued non-bailable
warrants against the
two.

Abdullah Azam won
from the Swar seat of
Rampur for the second
consecutive time in the
recently concluded as-
sembly elections.

Non-bailable warrants against
Azam Khan’s son, wife in fake

birth certificate case

p protests in
Madanpur Khadar

Kolkata, May 12 (PTI):

West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata
Banerjee on Thursday
said there is a need to cre-
ate more districts in the
state for expediting devel-
opment work, but it has
been constrained by lack
of manpower and infra-
structure.

Speaking at a meeting
with West Bengal Civil
Service officers at the ren-
ovated Town Hall here, she
said the area of the exist-
ing 23 districts in the state

is vast, so there is a need to
divide them and increase
the number.

The state needs more
manpower and infrastruc-
ture for this purpose.

“We need to divide the
districts as these are very
large. The state will have
more districts. This will
help expedite development
work, she said.

The chief minister also
accused the Centre of not
releasing funds to the
state.

“I came to know that the
Centre has not released
funds for 100-day work
since December last year.
Tell me, how people will
work if they are not paid.
The central government
collects revenue from
states and shares a meagre
part of it, Banerjee said at
the meeting.

Mamata bats for creation
of more districts in Bengal

New Delhi, May 12 (PTI):

The country’s first “Amrit
Sarovar” will be inaugurat-
ed by Union minister
Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi and
Uttar Pradesh Jal Shakti
Minister Swatantra Dev
Singh at Rampur in Uttar
pradesh on Friday.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi had called for having
at least 75 ponds in every
district in the 75th year of
India’s Independence, call-
ing them ‘Amrit Sarovar’.

In a statement, Naqvi

said participation and coop-
eration of the common peo-
ple, villagers and prompt-
ness of panchayat and the
district administration
have played an important
role in opening of this
grand pond in a very short
time.

He noted that in his
“Mann Ki Baat” pro-
gramme last month, Modi
had mentioned about this
pond. The prime minister
had noted that the place
was full of garbage but with
the local people’s help the
dirty pond has been trans-
formed. Naqvi said the
pond will not only help in
protecting the environment
and conserving water but
will also be an attraction for
people. Along with various
amusements, boating will
also be available in this
pond, he added.

Country’s first ‘Amrit Sarovar’
comes up in Rampur: Naqvi

p Accused of taking
money in name 
of ED officials

Consumers to have online, offline routes
to opt for or out of power subsidy

New Delhi, May 12 (PTI):

Consumers here will be
given both online and of-
fline options to opt for or
out of the power subsidy
given by the Delhi govern-
ment on monthly con-
sumption of up to 400
units of electricity, offi-
cials said.

Last week, Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal
had announced that con-
sumers will be provided
power subsidy if they de-
mand it.

The decision to allow fi-
nancially able consumers
to opt out of the subsidy
scheme was taken by the
government after receiv-
ing suggestions from peo-
ple that the money saved
could be spent on build-
ing schools and hospitals,
he had said. The modali-

ties for registration of
consumers for subsidy is
likely to be finalised by
the month-end.

The department is also
consulting with power
discoms (distribution
companies) to make the
registration process
smooth, officials said on
Wednesday.

Since a majority of
over 80 per cent con-
sumers pay their electric-
ity bill online, there will
be usual platforms of dis-
com portals and apps for
registering to opt in or
out of the subsidy
scheme, a power depart-
ment official said.

However, those not
using the online mode
will be free to do so by fill-
ing up forms and submit-
ting it at discom offices,
the official said.
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BRITIAN ROYAL FAMILY

From left, Britains Princess Anne, the Princess Royal, left, Prince Charles and Camilla,
the Duchess of Cornwall walk down the stairs, during a Royal Garden Party, held at
Buckingham Palace, in London.

BRIEF
Lockdown

Seoul: North Korea
imposed a nationwide
lockdown Thursday to
control its first ac-
knowledged COVID-19
outbreak after hold-
ing for more than two
years to a widely
doubted claim of a
perfect record keep-
ing out the virus that
has spread to nearly
every place in the
world. The outbreak
forced leader Kim
Jong Un to wear a
mask in public likely
for the first time since
the start of the pan-
demic, but the scale of
transmissions inside
North Korea wasn’t
immediately known.
A failure to slow infec-
tions could have seri-
ous consequences be-
cause the country has
a poor health care sys-
tem and its 26 million
people are believed to
be mostly unvaccinat-
ed. Some experts say
the North, by its rare
admission of an out-
break, may be seeking
outside aid.

Fiery critic 
Hong Kong: Cardinal
Joseph Zen, the 90-
year-old Catholic cler-
ic arrested by Hong
Kong police on nation-
al security charges,
has long been a fiery
critic of Beijing’s con-
trol of religion and po-
litical monopoly,
along with efforts by
the Vatican to reach a
working arrangement
with the ruling
Communist Party. Zen
left a police station on
bail Wednesday night
following his arrest
alongside other for-
mer trustees of the
612 Humanitarian
Support Fund, which
provides assistance to
people arrested dur-
ing 2019 anti-govern-
ment protests. The
former Hong Kong
archbishop has not
yet commented on his
arrest.

15 killed
Karachi: At least 15
people were killed
and several others in-
jured when a truck
had a head-on colli-
sion with a passenger
van in southern
Pakistan on Tuesday,
officials said. The ac-
cident occurred on
the Indus Highway in
Sindh province. Local
Deputy
Commissioner
Fariduddin Mustafa
told mediapersons
that the vehicles col-
lided on a section of
the highway where
construction work
was going on. It was a
turning point where
the collision took
place as the truck was
returning from a coal
mine and heading for
Sehwan (Jamshoro
District, Sindh) when
it came in contact
with the van coming
from Kandiaro
(Naushahro Feroze
District, Sindh) and
going to Karachi, he
said.

Beijing, May 12 (AP):

China’s leaders are
struggling to reverse an
economic slump without
giving up anti-virus tac-
tics that shut down
Shanghai and other cities,
adding to challenges for
President Xi Jinping as he
tries to extend his time in
power.

The ruling Communist
Party has declared its
zero-COVID goal of pre-
venting all infections
takes priority over the
economy. It is a decision

with global implications
and comes despite warn-
ings by experts including
the head of the World
Health Organization that
the goal might be unattain-
able.

We don’t think it is sus-
tainable, the WHO direc-
tor-general, Tedros
Adhanom Ghebreyesus,
said Tuesday.

China kept infection
numbers low until early
this year with a strategy
that shut down cities, but
entailed soaring costs.
Beijing has switched to dy-

namic clearing that seals
buildings or neighbour-
hoods if infections are
found. But with thousands
of new cases of the highly
infectious omicron vari-
ant reported every day,
that keeps most of
Shanghai’s 25 million peo-
ple at home. Big parts of
Beijing and other cities
with tens of millions of
people also are closed.

That is disrupting man-
ufacturing and hampering
the global flow of goods
from smartphones to iron
ore, increasing inflation

risks in the United States
and Europe. Consumer
spending is weak, chilling
Chinese demand for im-
ports.

The ruling party is
promising tax refunds and
other aid to struggling en-
trepreneurs that Beijing
counts on to create jobs
and wealth. Premier Li
Keqiang, the No. 2 leader,
warned last week the em-
ployment situation is com-
plex and grim.

On Wednesday, Li called
during a Cabinet meeting
for officials to focus spend-
ing and credit policies on
preventing job losses, state
TV and the official Xinhua
News Agency reported.
They gave no details of
possible new initiatives.

Despite promises of aid,
forecasters say economic
growth in the current
quarter will fall as low as
1.8% over a year ago from
an anemic 4.8% in the last
quarter. Growth for the
full year is forecast as low
as 3.8%, below the ruling
party’s official 5.5% target
and less than half of 2021’s
8.1% expansion.

China fights economic slump,
sticks to costly ‘zero COVID’

Washington, May 12 (PTI):

Two influential
American Senators and
seven Congressmen at-
tended a first-of-its-kind
exhibition on various
facets of Hinduism at the
US Capitol this week.

The exhibition offered
a platform to explore a
wide range of topics such
as yoga, ayurveda, dhar-
ma, mathematics, archi-
tecture, arts, sciences and
the present-day global
presence of Hinduism.

The “Darshana A
Glimpse into the Hindu
Civilisation” exhibition
was held at the US
Capitol on May 10 and

May 11 as part of a year-
long nationwide Hindu
Dharma Awareness
Campaign, a media re-
lease said.

US lawmakers attend 1st-of-its-kind 
exhibition on Hinduism at US Capitol

Islamabad, May 12 (PTI):

Pakistan Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif has met his
elder brother and former
premier Nawaz Sharif in
London and briefed him on
key political, economic and
administrative issues fac-
ing the cash-strapped coun-
try.

Shehbaz, accompanied
by a group of senior lead-
ers of his Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz (PML-N)
party, travelled to London
on a private trip on
Wednesday.

In a statement issued on
Wednesday, Information
Minister Marriyum
Aurangzeb said the meet-
ing reviewed in detail the
steps taken by the govern-
ment since it came to
power last month and con-
sidered recommendations
to save the public from in-
flation and power outages.

The PML-N delegation

dashed to London as politi-
cal and economic pressure
mounted on the govern-
ment which is expecting or-
ganised protests by ousted
premier Imran Khan who
is demanding early elec-
tions. Marriyum said an-
other meeting has been
scheduled for Thursday
during which concrete de-
cisions are expected to
steer the country out of
trouble, the Dawn newspa-
per reported. The meeting
would approve a strategy to
steer the country out of

economic and constitution-
al crises. All decisions
would be announced with
the support of the coalition
parties, she said in a state-
ment. The UK visit marked
the Sharif brothers’ first
in-person meeting since
March 2020. Other London-
based party figures were
also present at the meeting
which was held at an undis-
closed location, the report
said.

Shehbaz Sharif ’s10-mem-
ber delegation included
Defence Minister Khawaja

Asif, Information Minister
Marriyum Aurangzeb,
Planning Minister Ahsan
Iqbal, Power Minister
Khurram Dastagir,
Finance Minister Miftah
Ismail and Railways
Minister Khawaja Saad
Rafiq.

A video clip showed
Nawaz Sharif, 72, patting
his younger brother. A
photo of the prime minis-
ter hugging his 70-year-old
younger brother was also
shared. Another photo
showed the two Sharifs
chairing the meeting.

The bigger concern is the
deteriorating economic sit-
uation and the inability to
control the prices of daily
items used by common citi-
zens. Khan lashed out at
the trip, saying at a public
meeting on Tuesday that
the entire cabinet was
going to meet a “corrupt
and convicted” person, that
too on taxpayers’ money.

Pak PM Shehbaz Sharif meets
elder brother Nawaz in London

United Nations, May 12 (AP):

The United States clashed
with China and Russia  over
their strong opposition to the
US push for new UN sanc-
tions on North Korea over its
missile and nuclear pro-
grams.

The debate at a UN
Security Council meeting put
a spotlight on the enormous
gap between the two sides
and the near impossible task
the Biden administration
faces in trying to get the coun-
cil to adopt a new sanctions
resolution. China and Russia
both have veto power and say
they want to see new talks
and not more punishment
for the North. US
Ambassador Linda
Thomas-Greenfield, this
month’s council president
who called the meeting, said
the Security Council can’t
wait until North Korea con-
ducts additional provoca-
tive, illegal, dangerous acts
— like a nuclear test. She

said the Democratic People’s
Republic of Korea — the
country’s official name — has
conducted 17 ballistic missile
launches so far this year.
Assistant UN Secretary-
General Khaled Khiari told
the council that North Korea
has launched more missiles
in the past five months than
in the prior two years com-
bined.

The council imposed sanc-
tions after the North’s first
nuclear test explosion in 2006
and tightened them over the
years seeking to rein in its
nuclear and ballistic missile
programs and cut off fund-

ing. But Thomas-Greenfield
said that for the last four
years, two members — a clear
reference to China and
Russia — have blocked every
attempt to enforce the sanc-
tions and update the list of in-
dividuals, companies and
other entities subject to asset
freezes and travel bans. In the
sanctions resolution adopted
in December 2017, the
Security Council committed
to further restricting petrole-
um exports to North Korea if
it conducted a ballistic mis-
sile launch capable of reach-
ing intercontinental ranges,
Thomas-Greenfield said.

US clashes with China and Russia

over North Korea sanctions

Washington, May 12 (AP):

President Joe Biden will
appeal for a renewed inter-
national commitment to at-
tacking COVID-19 as he con-
venes the second global
COVID-19 summit at a time
when faltering resolve at
home jeopardises that glob-
al response.

Eight months after he
used the first such summit
to announce an ambitious
pledge to donate 1.2 billion
vaccine doses to the world,
the urgency of the U.S. and
other nations to respond
has waned.

Momentum on vaccina-

tions and treatments has
faded even as new, more in-
fectious variants rise and
billions across the globe re-
main unprotected.
Congress has refused to
meet Biden’s request to pro-
vide another 22.5 billion in
what he has called critically
needed aid funding. The
White House said Biden

will address the opening of
the virtual summit
Thursday morning with
prerecorded remarks and
will make the case that ad-
dressing COVID-19 must re-
main an international pri-
ority. The U.S. is co-hosting
the summit along with
Germany, Indonesia,
Senegal and Belize.

Biden co-hosting 2nd COVID summit 
as world’s resolve falters

T he world is creep-
ing closer to the

warming threshold in-
ternational agreements
are trying to prevent,
with nearly a 50-50
chance that Earth will
temporarily hit that
temperature mark with-
in the next five years,
teams of meteorologists
across the globe predict-
ed. With human-made
climate change continu-
ing, there's a 48%
chance that the globe
will reach a yearly aver-
age of 1.5 degrees
Celsius (2.7 degrees
Fahrenheit) above pre-
industrial levels of the
late 1800s at least once
between now and 2026, a
bright red signal in cli-
mate change negotia-
tions and science, a
team of 11 different
forecast centres predict-
ed for the World
Meteorological
Organisation late
Monday.

The odds are inching up
along with the thermometer.
Last year, the same forecast-
ers put the odds at closer to
40% and a decade ago it was
only 10%. The team, coordi-
nated by the United
Kingdom's Meteorological
Office, in their five-year gen-
eral outlook said there is a
93% chance that the world
will set a record for hottest
year by the end of 2026. They
also said there's a 93%
chance that the five years
from 2022 to 2026 will be the
hottest on record.
Forecasters also predict the
devastating fire-prone
megadrought in the US
Southwest will keep going.

We're going to see contin-
ued warming in line with
what is expected with cli-
mate change, said UK Met
Office senior scientist Leon
Hermanson, who coordinat-
ed the report. These fore-
casts are big picture global
and regional climate predic-
tions on a yearly and season-
al time scale based on long
term averages and state of
the art computer simula-
tions. They are different
than increasingly accurate
weather forecasts that pre-
dict how hot or wet a certain
day will be in specific places.

But even if the world hits
that mark of 1.5 degrees
above pre-industrial times
the globe has already
warmed about 1.1 degrees (2
degrees Fahrenheit) since
the late 1800s that's not quite
the same as the global
threshold first set by inter-
national negotiators in the
2015 Paris agreement. In
2018, a major United Nations
science report predicted dra-
matic and dangerous effects
on people and the world if

warming exceeds 1.5 de-
grees.

The global 1.5 degree
threshold is about the world
being that warm not for one
year, but over a 20- or 30- year
time period, several scien-
tists said. This is not what
the report predicts.
Meteorologists can only tell
if Earth hits that average
mark years, maybe a decade
or two, after it is actually
reached there because it is a
long term average,
Hermanson said.

This is a warning of what
will be just average in a few
years, said Cornell
University climate scientist
Natalie Mahowald, who was-
n't part of the forecast
teams. The prediction
makes sense given how
warm the world already is
and an additional tenth of a
degree Celsius (nearly two-
tenths of a degree
Fahrenheit) is expected be-
cause of human-caused cli-
mate change in the next five
years, said climate scientist
Zeke Hausfather of the tech
company Stripe and
Berkeley Earth, who wasn't
part of the forecast teams.

Add to that the likelihood
of a strong El Nino the natu-
ral periodic warming of
parts of the Pacific that
alter world weather which
could toss another couple
tenths of a degree on top
temporarily and the world
gets to 1.5 degrees. The
world is in the second
straight year of a La Nina,
the opposite of El Nino,
which has a slight global
cooling effect but isn't
enough to counter the over-
all warming of heat-trap-
ping gases spewed by the
burning of coal, oil and nat-

ural gas, scientists said. The
five-year forecast says that
La Nina is likely to end late
this year or in 2023.

The greenhouse effect
from fossil fuels is like put-
ting global temperatures on
a rising escalator. El Nino,
La Nina and a handful of
other natural weather varia-
tions are like taking steps
up or down on that escala-
tor, scientists said. On a re-
gional scale, the Arctic will
still be warming during the
winter at rate three times
more than the globe on aver-
age. While the American
Southwest and southwest-
ern Europe are likely to be
drier than normal the next
five years, wetter than nor-
mal conditions are expected
for Africa's often arid Sahel
region, northern Europe,
northeast Brazil and
Australia, the report pre-
dicted.

The global team has been
making these predictions
informally for a decade and
formally for about five
years, with greater than
90% accuracy, Hermanson
said.NASA top climate sci-
entist Gavin Schmidt said
the figures in this report are
a little warmer than what
the NASA and National
Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration use. He also
had doubts about skill level
on long-term regional pre-
dictions. Regardless of what
is predicted here, we are
very likely to exceed 1.5 de-
grees C in the next decade or
so, but it doesn't necessarily
mean that we are committed
to this in the long term or
that working to reduce fur-
ther change is not worth-
while, Schmidt said in an
email.
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India’s power crisis 
The power crisis, which

India has been facing now
possibly like never before,
is due to the combination
of reduced coal supplies
and a failure of an effec-
tive policy measure by the
Ministry of Power at the
Centre. But we need to ac-
cept the fact that in the
last financial year, India's
domestic coal supplies
were plagued by the sec-
ond wave of Covid-19,
which was followed by
heavy monsoon rains. For
a country which is wholly
reliant on coal and still in
the process of recovery
from the pandemic, issues
with supply of coal must
have been handled effec-
tively well in advance by
the ministry. It is likely
that India's vast popula-
tion and the underdevel-
oped energy infrastruc-
ture will make the power
crisis harder and make it
last for much longer. In
the present crisis situa-
tion, it is unlikely that
many of the thermal
power plants that are shut
down in the country or
working on very low ca-
pacities, will come on
steam immediately. And
with international coal
prices hitting the roof, im-
porting coal will certainly
cost India a bomb.

Ranganathan
Sivakumar, via mail

Zero tolerance 
In his speech our Chief

Minister very strongly ad-
vocated for zero tolerance
against crimes by the
State police on the historic
day of presentation of the
President's Colour award
to the Assam Police at the
Nehru Stadium,
Guwahati. It was none
other than Union Home
Minister Amit Shah who
graced the occasion as the
chief guest. Zero tolerance
against crimes was the
need of the hour which
we, the law-abiding citi-
zens, felt for decades was
not properly addressed by
the then Governments at
Dispur due to certain com-
pulsions to be in power.
Naturally the zero toler-
ance of State police has in-
creased the number of en-
counters with the dreaded
criminals which, in turn,
has brought down the
crime graph drastically.
The compulsive opposi-
tions will no doubt have to
react for their political
survival by questioning
the need of the number of
police encounters in the
State. It is clear as daylight
that few former Ministers
of the then Governments
under UPA were in hand
in glove with some drug
peddlers and poachers.
Hat's off to Assam Police!

Dr Ashim Chowdhury,
via mail

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

WHAT THEY TWEET!

RRaakkuull  SSiinngghh
@@RRaakkuullpprreeeett

5 million twitter family
thankyou so much for all
the love .. Each one of u is
extremely special Also On
this special occasion I
hope that all of us spread
positivity , love , share and
care for each another ! Let
their be no place for
hatred 

cchheetteesshhwwaarr  ppuujjaarraa
@@cchheetteesshhwwaarr11

There's no bigger joy than relax-
ing and rejuvenating in the lap
of Mother Nature

NNaarreennddrraa  MMooddii@@nnaarreennddrraammooddii

Nurses play a vital role in keeping our
planet healthy. Their dedication and
compassion is exemplary. International
Nurses Day is a day to reiterate our
appreciation to all nursing staff for their
exceptional work even in the most chal-
lenging of situations.

AAnnuuppaamm  KKhheerr
@@AAnnuuppaammPPKKhheerr

Privileged to be one of the
authors of this powerful
book ‘Modi@20: Dreams
meet Delivery’! The book got
launched in Delhi. I had the
honour to get it autographed
earlier by PM @naren-
dramodi ji.Please pick up a
copy to know more about
the enigma popularly called

#Modi! Jai Ho!

DDrr..  SSuuddhhaannsshhuu  TTrriivveeddii@@SSuuddhhaannsshhuuTTrriivveedd

Had an interaction with Students at Princeton University, New Jersey, USA in an  initiative by @Lead_India

MMuuggddhhaa  DDeesshhmmuukkhh
@@TThhaattGGiirrllIInn3300ss

I am vaccinated as I would like
to believe in science but I also
believe in freedom of choice.
Your body your choice.

T he current wave of  protests in Sri Lanka is a result of people’s
rage prompted by their suffering due to economic hardships.

Suppressive actions would inevitably be counter productive as Sri Lanka
is now in astate of emergency and chaos, thanks to power-hungry heads
of the Government who are determined to remainin power even by shed-
ding the blood of the innocent, and with the law enforcement authorities
and defense forces having forgotten that they serve the people and not a
Government. After widespread violence in Sri Lanka, when pro-govern-
ment forces allegedly attacked peaceful protestors in Colombo and pro-
testers retaliated by setting politicians’ houses on fire, the government
–particularly the Rajapaksas – are facing flak for trying to violently sup-
press protests instead of responding to people’s demands. If this contin-
ues, Sri Lanka will not be able to even imagine what will become of pub-
lic security, the rule of  law, democracy, and the freedom of expression,
and therefore, the people’s demands for better living conditions and a
better political culture, will be a misery.  The timing of Monday’s mob at-
tacks makes one wonder whether those violent incidents were part of a
sinister plan to perpetuate political instability in the country and scut-
tling the ongoing efforts to resuscitate the   economy.   It   was   obvious
that   they   were premeditated, and some SLPP leaders were behind
them. The crisis and violence the country is seeing today is the fault of
the government in power, which refused to answer people’s legitimate
concerns. Sri Lanka is Asia’s oldest continuous democracy, and despite
its chaotic nature is well-capable of handling its political crises through
peaceful, democratic means through institutions such as parliament
without any assistance from the military. 

The Sri Lankan military itself is on very thin ice when it comes to
human rights and adherence to the law. It has for years been accused of
numerous  human  rights  and  humanitarian  law violations. Since 1971,
the military along with the police were responsible for over 1,00,000
extra-judicial killings and enforced disappearances. But, Sri Lanka gave
emergency powers to its military and police to detain people without
warrants, after a day of clashes that killed seven people and injured more
than 200, inviolence that prompted Prime Minister Mahinda Rajapaksa to
resign. Mahinda Rajapaksa, who had orchestrated merciless genocide of
Tamils with the backing of various countries and thereby won the back-
ing of the majority Sinhalese, was being targeted by his own people for
the present economic meltdown. People say his brother and Lankan
President Gotabaya is full of hubris and has no real experience in han-
dling a sensitive matter like economy. As the Indian Ocean nation battled
its worst economic crisis in history, India said it is "fully supportive" of
Sri Lanka's democracy, stability and economic recovery. As a close
neighbour with historical ties, India will always be guided by the best in-
terests ofthe people of Sri Lanka expressed through democratic process-
es, External Affairs Ministry Spokesperson Arindam   Bagchi   said.   In
keeping   with   its Neighbourhood First policy, India has extended this
year alone support worth over USD 3.5 billion to the people of the island
republic to help them overcome their current difficulties.

Sri Lanka: Demigods 
or Destroyers

T he fall of Afghanistan to a puritanical group, the Afghan Taliban,
has brought with it a host of challenges not only for the war-rav-

aged country itself but for the larger geopolitical dynamics in the South
Asian region. On the one hand, the supposed victory of the insurgent
Taliban is said to have bolstered extremist sentiments throughout the re-
gion. On the other, the Taliban's almost uncontested return to power has
upset the delicate balance between the nation-states in this part of the
world. Today, each of the eight South Asian countries is grappling with
challenges that the ascent of the Taliban has thrown its way. From con-
cerns regarding the legitimacy claimed by them until now outlawed in-
surgent groups to the humanitarian crisis currently unfolding in
Afghanistan, the South Asian region is finding itself at the precipice of yet
another geopolitical tumult. However, even as each of the eight South
Asian nations has its own set of apprehensions about what the ongoing
geo-economic and geopolitical crisis in Afghanistan will mean for it,
Pakistan may have bitten more than it can chew.Dealing with a constitu-
tional crisis of its own, the Pakistani (deep) state finds itself at the cross-
roads of a geopolitical crisis, which is part of its own making. Suffice it to
say here that the rise of its extremist protege, the Taliban, to power in
Afghanistan has created rippling effects for which Pakistan might be ill-
prepared. In a way, then an observation made by Hillary Clinton years
ago, on the potentially harmful consequences of "breeding snakes in
one's backyard" is likely to prove true, especially as the Pakistani bene-
factors and the beneficiary Taliban will only grow further apart in the
days to come. After all, with the nation-state of Afghanistan, its gover-
nance structures and administrative institutions firmly under its control,
the Taliban will start feeling the pinch of having to deliver on its (contro-
versial) promises, some of which might even be at odds with the inter-
ests of its military-ruled neighbour.Notwithstanding the larger troubling
consequences, the interim Afghan government led by the Taliban offers a
sense of immediate comfort and satisfaction to  Pakistan. It must be
mentioned here that the current government led by the Taliban is popu-
lated with individuals (and entities) that are known to have the explicit
backing of the Pakistani deep state. 

The Haqqani Network (HQN), for instance, is understood to be a criti-
cal middleman within the larger movement of the Taliban, which works to
keep the balance in favour of Pakistani interests. It comes as no surprise
then that the leader of the HQN, Sirajuddin Haqqani, has made his way
into the Taliban's government as the Interior Minister. Similarly, the rise
of a so-called friendly regime in Afghanistan is being viewed as a strategic
accomplishment by the Pakistani deep state, which for long had seen the
democratic governments of Afghanistan as an implicit threat to its nation-
al security. Backed by Western countries on the one hand and being in a
friendly alliance with India on the other, the previous regimes leading the
Islamic Republic of Afghanistan were seen as being animus to Pakistan's
perpetual (and flawed) quest for "strategic depth". It is important to note
here that Pakistan's enduring rivalry with India coloured its approach to-
wards Afghanistan so much so that it viewed the latter's humanitarian
and developmental aid with unredeemable suspicion. The former
Pakistani Foreign Minister, Shah Mahmood Qureshi, had gone on to claim
that the Indian embassies and consulates in Afghanistan had become a
"hub for terror sponsorship against Pakistan". And while the animosity
between India and Pakistan makes trading of allegations an everyday re-
ality, a claim such as the one made by Qureshi is not only phoney but also
counterfactual given that there has been an increase in the intensity of at-
tacks within Pakistan since the Taliban takeover in August 2021. India, like
other members of the democratic bloc, had shut down all its consulates
and embassies in the wake of the Taliban's walkover, punching holes in
Pakistan's ill-founded thesis. Indeed, the Taliban does not necessarily see
eye to eye with India because of reasons that owe themselves partially to
the former's close association with the Pakistani deep state. Having said
that, the newly assumed mantle of being the political authority of a na-
tion-state is pushing the Taliban to question its traditional geopolitical
stance. In fact, in a recent statement issued by the Taliban's UN
Ambassador-designate, Suhail Shaheen, the interim government in
Afghanistan is willing to provide a "secure environment to reopen their
embassies and start functioning as normal".

Pakistan’s flawed 
Afghan ambitions
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A tourist poses for photographs in front of the Taj Mahal during sunrise, in Agra, Thursday.

50-50 chance of Earth hitting key warming mark by 2026
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I salute our nurses, who are the
backbone of our healthcare sys-
tem. Their hard work and dedi-
cation keeps Indians healthy
and saves lives. 

ASSOCIATED PRESS

TAJ MAHAL DURING SUNRISE
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Courtesy meeting

New Delhi: Finance
Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman on
Thursday had a cour-
tesy meeting with
Abdulla Bin Touq Al
Marri, Minister of
Economy, United Arab
Emirates (UAE). Both
sides discussed the
strong economic and
commercial engage-
ment between India
and the UAE and the
comprehensive strate-
gic partnership which
is driving the multifac-
eted bilateral rela-
tions, the finance min-
istry said in a state-
ment. Marri and a
high level UAE delega-
tion are in New Delhi
for India-UAE
Economic Partnership
Summit 'India-UAE
CEPA: Unleashing the
Golden Era'.

Appointment
Mumbai: The Air
India board approved
the appointment of
Wilson subject to req-
uisite regulatory ap-
provals, the company
said in a statement.
Wilson, 50, is the CEO
of Scoot, the wholly-
owned low-cost sub-
sidiary of Singapore
Airlines. He has 26
years of aviation in-
dustry expertise
across both full serv-
ice and low-cost air-
lines, it added. Tata
Sons and Air India
Chairman N
Chandrasekaran said,
"I am delighted to wel-
come Campbell to Air
India. He is an indus-
try veteran having
worked in key global
markets cutting across
multiple functions.

Centre of Excellence

New Delhi: Union
minister Narayan
Rane on Wednesday in-
augurated the Centre
of Excellence for Khadi
here. The centre seeks
to add the indigenous
fabric's appeal, espe-
cially amongst youth,
by introducing latest
designs and adopting
international standard
processes. The Centre
of Excellence for Khadi
(CoEK) hub at the
National Institute of
Fashion Technology
(NIFT), New Delhi, and
its spokes in
Gandhinagar, Shillong,
Kolkata and Bengaluru
were opened by the
minister, an official
statement said.

Hydrogen plant 
New Delhi: State-
owned GAIL (India)
Ltd will build one of
India's largest proton
exchange membrane
(PEM) electrolyzer at
Guna in Madhya
Pradesh to produce
green hydrogen by the
end of 2023, as it looks
to supplement ?its nat-
ural gas business with
carbon-free fuel. In a
statement, India's
largest gas transport-
ing and marketing
firm said it has award-
ed the contract to set
up the PEM-based proj-
ect that will produce
4.3 tonnes of green hy-
drogen per day (about
10 MW capacity),
which will be mixed in
natural gas for supply
to industries.

STAKEHOLDERS OUTREACH PROGRAMME

Joint Secretary of Dept. Of Commerce Darpan Jain (C) speaks during the Stakeholders Outreach Programme
Unlocking Business Opportunities: Indias Trade Agreement with UAE & Australia in Bengaluru on Thursday.

New Delhi, May 12:  

The finance ministry
on Thursday said meas-
ures taken by the RBI and
government will squeeze
the duration of high infla-
tion fuelled by global fac-
tors. Retail inflation has
been trending above
Reserve Bank's upper tol-
erance level of 6 per cent
for the past three months.
"While inflation is expect-
ed to be elevated in 2022-
23, mitigating action
taken by the government
and RBI may reduce its
duration. Evidence on
consumption patterns fur-
ther suggests that infla-
tion in India has a lesser
impact on low-income
strata than on high-in-
come groups," the finance
ministry's monthly eco-

nomic review said. RBI in
an off-cycle announce-
ment earlier this month
hiked the key repo rate --
at which it lends short
term money to banks -- by
0.40 per cent to 4.40 per
cent to tame inflation.
This was the first rate
hike since August 2018
and the sharpest in 11
years. Further, it said,
since aggregate demand
is recovering only gradu-
ally, the risk of sustained
high inflation is low.

Seen over a longer time
horizon, it said, inflation
in India's economy has
not been as much a chal-
lenge as is sensed from
month-to-month changes.
CPI (Consumer Price
Index)-based inflation
during FY22 averaged 5.5
per cent, 50 basis points

below the upper limit of
the RBI monetary policy
committee's inflation
band, and lower than 6.2
per cent for FY21. RBI had
sharply raised its infla-
tion projection for the cur-
rent fiscal year to 5.7 per
cent from the earlier fore-
cast of 4.5 per cent due to
geopolitical tensions.
Beginning May, most of
the major central banks,
including US Federal
Reserve and Bank of
England, also increased
their benchmark rate to
rein in soaring inflation.

Markets, as the rising
bond yields show, have al-
ready priced in the in-
crease in policy rates, in-
cluding the ones expected
later in the year, besides
absorption of excess liq-
uidity, it said.

Steps taken by RBI and
govt to cut duration of high

inflation: Finmin report

Chennai, May 12: 

German luxury car
maker Mercedes-Benz has
recorded over 1,000 book-
ings for its new C-Class
variant, the highest ever for
a single model to receive the
order and the waiting peri-
od extended to two-three
months, a company official
said on Thursday.
Mercedes-Benz unveiled its
latest product C-Class in
Tamil Nadu priced at Rs 55
lakh for base variant -- C-
200, Rs 56 lakh for C-220d
and Rs 61 lakh C300d (all
India ex-showroom) for the
top end variant. According
to Mercedes-Benz India
Vice-President Sales and
Marketing, Santosh Iyer,
the car maker was confi-
dent of achieving a strong
double digit growth in 2022
with the launch of the lat-

est model. "We are delighted
to launch (the new C-Class)
in Tamil Nadu, which is an
important market for
Mercedes-Benz India.
Tamil Nadu has displayed a
consistent sales momentum
and we are confident of
achieving strong double-
digit growth in 2022", he
said, after unveiling the
new car here. Noting that
the company was witness-
ing a strong trend for ultra-
luxury vehicle with the seg-
ment growing at 90 per

cent, he said, "this strong
growth can be attributed to
an attractive portfolio,
growing aspiration and
strong recall value". "Our
customers are seeking a
combination of luxury, ele-
gance and technology and
the new C-Class will be
compelling choice for
them", he said. "We are aim-
ing for our most successful
year in 2022 and the Tamil
Nadu market will con-
tribute to that growth im-
mensely", he said.

Mercedes-Benz records over 1,000 confirmed
bookings for its new C-Class variant

New Delhi, May 12: 

The income tax depart-
ment has issued guide-
lines for selection of I-T re-
turns for complete scruti-
ny in the current fiscal
and said such scrutiny
would be applicable in
cases where information
about tax evasion is avail-
able from any other au-
thority.

The guidelines for selec-
tion for complete scrutiny
have also added an addi-
tional limb of obtaining
prior administrative ap-
proval of the Principal
Commissioner/ Principal
Director/ Commissioner /
Director in certain cases,
for selection of such cases
for complete scrutiny. For
instance, cases pertaining

to survey, search and
seizure and cases where
charitable trusts have
claimed exemption with-
out a valid approval have
been made subject to prior
approval before transmis-
sion to the National
Faceless Assessment
Centre (NaFAC) for serv-
ing necessary scrutiny no-
tices.

Under complete scrutiny,
a detailed scrutiny of the
return of income is carried
out by tax officers to con-
firm the genuineness of
various claims, deductions,
etc made by the taxpayer.
The objective of this is to
confirm that the taxpayer
has not understated the in-
come, computed excessive
loss or underpaid the tax in
any manner.

I-T dept issues guidelines
for selection of tax returns

for complete scrutiny New Delhi, May 12: 

The government is com-
mitted to expanding the
national highway network
across the country with
the aim of constructing
18,000 km of highways in
2022-23 at a record speed of
50 km per day, Union min-
ister Nitin Gadkari said on
Thursday.

Gadkari further said the
government's overall tar-
get is to develop 2 lakh km
of National Highway
Network by 2025. The road
transport and highways
minister emphasised that
constructing world class
road infrastructure in a
time bound and target ori-
ented way is essential.
"Ambitious targets to fulfil
the ambitions of New
India! Under the leader-
ship of PM Shri @naren-
dramodiji, we are commit-

ted to expanding the NH
network across the coun-
try with the aim of con-
structing 18,000 km of
NHs in 2022-23 at a record
speed of 50km per day," he
said in a tweet. India's na-
tional highway construc-
tion slowed to 28.64 km a
day in 2021-22 due to the
COVID-19 pandemic-relat-
ed disruptions and a
longer-than-usual mon-
soon in some parts of the
country. The pace of na-
tional highway (NH) con-
struction in the country
had touched a record 37
km per day in 2020-21.

Govt aims to build 18,000 km
of highways in FY23: Gadkari

New Delhi, May 12: 

Driven by rising food
and fuel prices, retail infla-
tion soared to an eight-year
high of 7.79 per cent in
April this year, which may
prompt the Reserve Bank
to go in for another interest
rate hike in the next month
policy review to tame price
rise. Worried over the ris-
ing inflation, the RBI in a
surprise move raised the
repo rate by 40 basis points
to 4.40 per cent last week.
Inflation has remained
above the RBI's comfort
zone of 6 per cent for four
months in a row mainly
due to the Russia-Ukraine
war which has impacted
the prices of commodities
across the globe. The previ-
ous high in the consumer
price index (CPI)-based re-
tail inflation was recorded
at 8.33 per cent in May 2014.
CPI inflation was 6.95 per

cent in March this year
and 4.23 per cent in April
2021. Inflation in the food
basket rose to 8.38 per cent
in April from 7.68 per cent
in the preceding month
and 1.96 per cent in the
year-ago month, showed
the data released by
National Statistical Office
(NSO) on Thursday. The
rate of price rise in 'fuel
and light' category in the
retail inflation basket
quickened to 10.80 per cent
in April this year from 7.52
per cent in the preceding
month. In the 'oils and fats'
category, inflation re-
mained at an elevated level
of 17.28 per cent (18.79 per
cent in March 2022) during
the month, as Ukraine is
one of the major sunflower
oil producers in the world
and India imports a major
portion of the commodity
from the war-ravaged
country. Besides, Ukraine

is a key supplier of fertilis-
er to India.

Vegetables witnessed an
inflation print of 15.41 per
cent during the month as
against 11.64 per cent in
March, the data showed.
Notably, retail inflation has
remained above 6 per cent
since January 2022. The
Reserve Bank of India has
been mandated by the gov-
ernment to ensure that in-
flation remains at 4 per
cent with a margin of 2 per
cent on either side. After
the off-cycle Monetary
Policy Committee (MPC)
meeting of RBI last week,
RBI Governor Shaktikanta
Das had said the adverse ef-
fects of the unprecedented
high global food prices due
to the ongoing geopolitical
situation are reflecting in
the domestic market as
well, and going forward in-
flationary pressures are
likely to continue.

Retail inflation hits 8-year high of 7.79pc
in Apr on costlier fuel, food items

New Delhi, May 12: 

India may consider ne-
gotiating a preferential
trade agreement (PTA)
with Oman to further
boost economic ties be-
tween the countries,
Commerce and Industry
Minister Piyush Goyal
said on Thursday.

India is also under ac-
tive discussions with
Gulf Cooperation
Council (GCC) for a com-
prehensive trade agree-
ment, the minister said.
GCC is a union of six
countries in the Gulf re-
gion, namely Bahrain,
Kuwait, Oman, Qatar,
Saudi Arabia and the
UAE.

"We may consider
doing a preferential trade
agreement with Oman to
begin with because we
are looking for a compre-
hensive agreement be-

tween the GCC region
and India, (which is)
under active discussion,"
Goyal said. In a PTA,
trading partners reduce
import duties on certain
identified products to
boost trade. He also said

that there is a vast poten-
tial to boost bilateral
trade and investments be-
tween the countries. The
bilateral trade has in-
creased from USD 5.4 bil-
lion in 2020-21 to USD 9.94
billion during 2021-2022.

We may consider preferential
trade pact with Oman: Goyal

Union Minister for Commerce and Food and Public Distribution
and Textile Piyush Goyal meeting with Minister of Commerce,
Industry and Investment Promotion of Oman Qais Bin Mohammed
Al Yousef during the 10th India-Oman Business council meeting in
New Delhi on Thursday.

Delhivery
shows outlier

growth
prospects

Mumbai, May 12: 

Calling Delhivery as
the proxy for
eCommerce growth in
India, leading broker-
age firm Ventura
Securities has said in
its report that the logis-
tics firm has outlier
growth prospects with
profits being just round
the corner.

Citing the highly
fragmented nature of
the Indian logistics
markets, the report
adds that Delhivery is
uniquely positioned to
emerge as the sustain-
able business leader in
an essential vertical
having a total address-
able market size of $316
billion.

Mumbai, May 12:  

American brokerage
Morgan Stanley on
Wednesday cut its India
growth estimate by 30 basis
points for 2022-23 and 2023-
24 on global headwinds, and
warned that macro stability
indicators like inflation are
set to "worsen" going ahead.

The brokerage expects
India to clock a real GDP
growth of 7.6 per cent in the
ongoing FY23, as against its
earlier estimate of 7.9 per
cent, while the rate will
slide further to 6.7 per cent
in FY24 as against the earli-
er expected 7 per cent, it
said. Many analysts have
been worried about the im-
pact on the GDP growth as
a result of the ongoing
geopolitical events, which
have fanned inflation and

led central banks, including
the RBI, to prioritise price
rise over growth by hiking
rates to cut demand in the
economy.

"A slowdown in global
growth, higher commodity
prices, and potential risk
aversion in global capital
markets expose India to
downside risks. The key
channels of impact will
likely be higher inflation,
weaker consumer demand,
tighter financial condi-
tions, the adverse impact on
business sentiment, and a
delay in capex recovery," it
said.

The brokerage said it ex-
pects support from the gov-
ernment's supply-side re-
sponse and the reopening
vibrancy to help counter
the downside on the growth
front. It said the reopening

vibrancy will benefit the in-
formal sector and in turn,
support the consumption
story growth which has
been a "laggard", and pri-
vate capital expenditure
will recover in the next 6-9
months as the govern-
ment's infra spending will
increase the utilisation lev-
els.

Stating that "macro sta-
bility indicators (are set) to
worsen", Morgan Stanley
said it expects "both infla-
tion and the current ac-
count deficit to deteriorate".
The retail inflation will av-
erage at 6.5 per cent for
FY23, as against the 6 per
cent upper band comfort
available to the RBI, and the
currenyt account deficit
will reach a ten-year high of
3.3 per cent on the back of
commodity price pressures.

Morgan Stanley cuts India growth 
estimates, warns of ‘worsening’ macrosNew Delhi, May 12: 

Industrial production
growth remained subdued
at 1.9 per cent in March
compared to a year ago,
mainly due to poor per-
formance by the manufac-
turing sector which
showed staggered impact
of the third wave of the
pandemic. Factory output
measured in terms of
Index of Industrial
Production (IIP) had
recorded a growth of 24.2
per cent in March 2021, as
per government data re-
leased on Thursday.

The IIP growth was 1.5
per cent in January as
well as February this year
amid the third wave of
COVID-19. It was just 1 per
cent in November and
December last year.
Factory output grew by 4.2
per cent in October 2021.

As per the data released
by the Ministry of
Statistics and Programme
Implementation, growth
in the mining sector was 4
per cent in March 2022
against a growth of 6.1 per
cent in the same month
last year.

The manufacturing sec-
tor expanded by meagre
0.9 per cent, compared to a
growth of 28.4 per cent in
the year-ago period. Power
sector showed a growth of
6.1 per cent compared to
22.5 per cent growth a year
ago. For the full fiscal 2021-
22, IIP grew 11.3 per cent
as against an 8.4 per cent
contraction in 2020-21.
Capital goods output,
which is a barometer of
investment, showed a
growth of 0.7 per cent in
March 2022 against a jump
of 50.4 per cent in the
year-ago month.

Industrial production growth
remains subdued at 1.9 pc in March

New Delhi, May 12:  

The government is look-
ing to bring Electric
Vertical Take off and
Landing (eVTOL) aircraft
makers into the Indian
market and explore the
possibility of setting up a
manufacturing base for
such aircraft.

Civil Aviation Minister
Jyotiraditya Scindia has
asked Beta Technologies,
which has a partnership
with Blade group, to ex-
plore the Indian market
for eVTOLs. Blade already
has a presence in India
with its helicopter servic-
es.

eVTOLs are being de-
ployed by the US Air
Force and the Canadian
Air Force. Once there is a
Proof of Concept (PoC),

then they can go for certi-
fication from FAA and
EASA. FAA is the United
States' Federal Aviation
Administration while
EASA is European Union
Aviation Safety Agency.
Scindia, who recently vis-
ited the US and Canada
where he discussed with
various entities the possi-
bilities for the Indian avi-
ation sector, on
Wednesday said he has
asked certain entities to
come and explore the
market in India.

Scindia pitches to bring
eVTOL planes to India

‘Do good to others, it will always
return in unexpected ways’

Tushar Dalvi who is seen portraying
the role of Sai Baba in Sony

Entertainment Television’s Mere
Sai: Shraddha Aur Saburi feels
grateful to have received the
opportunity to portray such
a magnanimous personality
on screen. Highlighting the
learnings from his time on
the show, he highlights
how the narrative has al-
ways left an impact on

its viewers with mean-
ingful messages. In the ongoing track, Sai Baba nar-
rates a story around Raja Harishchandra’s story to
his people, highlighting the importance of one’s
goodwill. He imparts the message of how one
should always keep doing the good work and
stand with the truth, and God will give them
what they deserve. Tushar Dalvi says, “If you
do good to others, it will always return in un-
expected ways. Taking this thought ahead,
the ongoing track of the show highlights
the importance of good deeds. I feel fortu-
nate enough to have the responsibility of
playing the role of Sai Baba where valu-
able life lessons are passed to the view-
ers through my work. I hope the audi-
ence takes back something good
from this track.

M
ika Singh's whole
look, styled for the
shoot of a special

promo for Star Bharat's up-
coming show 'Swayamvar -
Mika Di Vohti’, may have
cost around Rs. 2.5 crore.
The special promo was re-
cently shot near
Chandigarh, Punjab. Mika
Singh donned a gorgeous
Punjabi attire which
brought out his inner
'Punjabi Munda'! This
fresh look gave us a
glimpse into the Singer's
lifestyle and it's admirable
how much love he has to-
wards Punjab, his roots.

Mika Singh is one of the
most influential Fashion
icon in India. He can pull
off different styles and
looks fabulous doing the
same. His fans are
awestruck by his appear-
ance and he always serves
us the best looks. Mika
Singh solely wears Louis
Vuitton shoes, and for this
shoot he wore a pair of
shoes worth around 4.8
Lakhs. Even his custom
made watches are worth 1
Crore each! His choice in
clothing is 'Gentlemanly'
as he tends to wear Louis
Vuitton, Emporio Armani
and Manish Malhotra in
Indian designers. All of
which go beyond Rs. 20 - 25
Lakhs. Mika Singh’s sun-

glasses are worth more
than 1.5 Lakhs, and he
prefers Gucci and
Balenciaga. We are wait-
ing for Star Bharat to drop
the much awaited Special
promo of its upcoming
show 'Swayamvar - Mika
Di Vohti’, where we will fi-
nally get to see Mika Singh

in all his glory!
Mika Singh will grace

our television screens soon
enough on the 19th of
June, with the launch of a
Special promo for his up-
coming show 'Swayamvar -
Mika Di Vohti’, only on
Star Bharat!

S
he is no ordinary
child and if faced
with a threat, she

will single handedly en-
sure that the bad guys
are nailed. In Sony SAB’s
Shubh Laabh Aapkey
Ghar Mein, little Shree
takes one and all by sur-
prise as she uses her su-
pernatural powers to rat-
tle her kidnappers out of

their wits. To capitalize
on her vicious dreams,

Guruji’s daughter
Netra (Gauri
Sharma) sends her
goons under the
disguise of a pro-
duction unit to
shoot an ad film

f e a t u r -
i n g

Shree.

While Maya is lured and
distracted away from the
kid, the goons kidnap
Shree and head on to
their destination to
carry out their evil
plans.

But as the events un-
fold, Shree lands up in
the most unexpected
places turning it into a
day of adventure and
suspense. From miracu-
lously placing herself in
a truck away from the
clutches of the kidnap-
pers to finding milk on
being hungry, little Shree
encounters and comes
out unscatched of the
most unlikely situations
leaving Netra and the
goons shocked and be-
mused. As they start re-
alizing a divine interven-
tion in the happenings,
Shree manages to return
to the Toshniwal house-
hold in the evening, es-
corted by none other
than Netra herself, leav-

ing everyone bewil-
dered with her magi-

cal powers.

Kiara Advani reveals her
superstition on ‘The
Kapil Sharma Show’ 

Bollywood actress Kiara Advani, who
is appearing on 'The Kapil Sharma

Show' to promote her new film, reveals
how she is just superstitious about one

thing in life.
She is coming with co-actors Kartik

Aaryan and Rajpal Yadav along with di-
rector Anees Bazmee.

After making her debut in the come-
dy film 'Fugly', Kiara played a support-
ing role in the sports biopic 'M.S.
Dhoni: The Untold Story'. She also got
appreciation for the anthology film
'Lust Stories'. The actress also rose
to fame with her roles in Telugu po-
litical thriller 'Bharat Ane Nenu'
and the Hindi films such as 'Kabir

Singh' and 'Shershaah'.
In conversation with host
Kapil Sharma, Kiara said:

"I am not at all supersti-
tious, except for one

thing. I believe that
till the time I don't
actually sign a

film, I won't tell
anyone."

Deepika Padukone is 
Louis Vuitton’s first Indian
House Ambassador

I
n its latest, French luxury brand Louis Vuitton announced
Deepika Padukone as the new House Ambassador.
Following a strong collaborative relationship with the

Maison, including an appearance in Nicolas Ghesquiere's
novel-inspired Pre-Fall 2020 campaign, the award-winning ac-
tress begins an exciting new chapter of her journey with
Louis Vuitton as the first Indian to be signed with the brand
as the House Ambassador.

Emma Stone, an Oscar winner and longtime House
Ambassador, and Zhou Dongyu, a fellow Ambassador and pil-
lar of contemporary Chinese cinema, star alongside Deepika
Padukone in the campaign.

With over 30 feature films to her credit including 'Piku',
'Padmavaat' and most recently 'Gehraiyaan', the actress has no-
tably been named a member of the jury of the 75th Cannes Film
Festival.

B
ollywood actress
Sonali Bendre will be
soon making her dig-

ital debut with 'The Broken
News', which is an Indian

adaptation of the popu-
lar British series

'Press'.
The series, directed

by Vinay Waikul, will
also star Jaideep

Ahlawat, Shriya
Pilgaonkar, Indraneil
Sengupta, Taaruk Raina,
Aakash Khurana and
Kiran Kumar.

The plot of the show fea-
tures two rival news chan-
nels based in Mumbai -
Awaaz Bharati, an inde-
pendent, ethical news chan-
nel, and Josh 24/7 News,
which offers sensationalist
and invasive journalism,
and what transpires be-
tween the main characters
in their quest for news.

The project, which will
stream on ZEE5, falls under
the umbrella of partner-
ship between ZEE5 and
BBC Studios India.
Commenting on the part-
nership, Manish Kalra,
Chief Business Officer,
ZEE5 India said, "This year
we have a fantastic line-up
with many big titles an-
nounced in the first quarter
of the year. The focus for
2022 is to bring premium
quality content across gen-
res and languages."

He further mentioned,
"ZEE5, in addition to bol-
stering its portfolio of
Hindi originals, is simulta-
neously working on curat-
ing a list of unique stories
across formats and lan-
guages to build a platform
of varied choices for its
viewers. With 'The Broken
News' we are marking the
beginning of another part-
nership with a reputed con-
tent studio to bring interest-
ing and unique story narra-
tives for our audiences."

ACROSS

1. Type of golf tourney

6. Flat-fixing tool

10. Up to the task

14. New "antique"

15. Sandusky's lake

16. Croat or Serb

17. Hahn and Klemperer

18. 1969 movie role for Katharine Ross

20. His mom is played on TV by Marion

Ross

22. Accumulates, with "up"

23. Lay down the lawn

24. "...man ___ mouse?"

25. Masculine specimen

26. Jerked

29. Bride's new title

32. Brainstorm

35. Long ago

36. Have something the matter

37. Movie directed by Herbert Ross

42. Hour after noon

43. Mimicked

44. Deli side

45. Pres. election mo.

46. Focus one's thoughts

50. Oklahoma burg

52. "Starpeace" artist Yoko

53. Suitable to the occasion

56. Commonplace

58. Magazine founded by Harold Ross,

with "The"

61. Hit song for Diana Ross

63. ___ blue terrier

64. Redbud or blue gum

65. "___ want is a room somewhere..."

66. Britney Spears and Ricky Martin

67. Talk back

68. High spirits

69. Trio of trios

DOWN

1. Digs into

2. Coming into vogue again

3. Made a choice

4. Get one's ducks in ___

5. Site of the 1980 Summer Olympics

6. Show disrespect for

7. Colleague of Goldie and Ruth

8. Metropolis

9. Mauna ___

10. C.S. Lewis' lion

11. Alfred Hitchcock's first talkie

12. Miss

13. Holiday nights

19. Goody-goodies

21. "Exodus" hero

25. Apple of discord contender

26. Skater Babilonia
27. "She Bop" singer Lauper
28. ___ polloi
30. Pinup Hayworth
31. Did in
32. Computer symbol
33. "Hawaii Five-O" nickname
34. British snack break
38. Game show feud team
39. Columnists' page
40. Type of tape
41. Put into service
47. Local
48. Either or
49. Noticed
51. Marriages may change them
53. City on the Cuyahoga
54. Hostess Mesta
55. Secret get-together
56. Two make a quarter
57. Razor brand
58. Void's partner
59. Perry's creator
60. Change the wallpaper, say
62. Chasing game
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You have acquired some sound confi-
dence in yourself, Aquarius. Now it is
time for you to show everyone else by
actually putting it to use in your life. It's
as though you have symbolically just
completed an in-depth acting class.
Well, now is the time to go on stage.
Smile, remember your lines, and don't
forget to bow when everyone applauds. 

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

Today's planetary energy should compel you
to commit certain acts of self-affirmation
that are needed to define your territory and
protect your rights. You'll be encouraged to
explore your desires and personal tastes and
express your opinion openly and clearly.
Everyone has an identity to claim! Don't be
bashful about claiming yours now.

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

Today your brain is supercharged, Aries.
If you've been thinking about doing some
writing or have put off analyzing a partic-
ularly tricky problem, this would be the
perfect day to get started. You'll have all
the inspiration you could possibly need.
And don't worry about shocking the peo-
ple around you with your directness and
assertiveness. 

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

ith today's planetary energy, you'll find
yourself a little more extraverted than
usual, Taurus. You'll finally be able to say
what you really think about things. It's
an important change for you, and you'll
find that expressing your ideas and
beliefs is a great help in reaching all your
goals in life.

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

Today you're unstoppable! You're a
very hard worker by nature, and with
the current planetary alignment you'll
be able to accomplish even more than
usual. You have an abundance of ener-
gy, more than enough to handle every-
thing that comes your way. Just be sure
to use your usual good judgment. 

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

Discard those items from the past for which
you really no longer have use. As much as
you like to surround yourself with objects of
sentimental value, the time comes when it's
necessary to look to the future rather than
dwell on the past. The time spent cleaning
your home and throwing out extraneous
things will release you from the past and
allow you to embrace the future.

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

Intimacy will be in the air over the next
few days. Loved ones suddenly want to
spend more time with you, and you'll
want to invite friends over every night!
By all means, do. You'll be recharged,
and some of the wonderful discussions
could lead to something great.

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Feeling unusually adventurous, Virgo?
You're often motivated by your idealis-
tic expectations, and the planetary
configurations today are going to push
you even further on your spiritual
quest. Satisfy your desire to discover
new horizons and meet new people by
saying hello to anyone and everyone
you feel like talking to. 

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

The celestial energy signals a pleasant
change for you today, Libra. Finally, the
overpowering emotions that have been
surging from your relationships will sub-
side. You are now beginning a more con-
templative phase. You may feel as if
you're about to depart on a long trip,
with all the time in the world to meditate
on the events of the past few months.

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

This is a good day to devote time and
thought to spiritual pursuits, Scorpio. Do
something inspirational that instills a sense
of wonder deep in your soul. Go to a church
and light a candle, sit outdoors and watch
the changing sky, or study a painting in a
local museum. Meditate on your concept of
spirituality and the interconnection of
humans and the planet, past and present. 

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

A new phase in your life is beginning,
Sagittarius. The previous phase could be
interpreted as having taught you to be seri-
ous and devoted to professional responsi-
bilities. And you did accomplish some good
deeds to boot. Now you can relax and look
ahead to what's next. Let yourself feel the
welcome tug of the future.

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

Today's aspects might clear up some rather
sketchy ideas about your professional future,
Capricorn. If you long for a change, such as
daring to undertake a more artistic pursuit,
now is the time to begin planning exactly how
to go about it. The first step is to figure out how
you can make a living from it. Welcome back
to reality!

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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Mumbai, May 12 (PTI):

Royal Challengers
Bangalore, who have
found much-needed mo-
mentum towards the busi-
ness end of IPL, will back
themselves to ride past an
inconsistent Punjab Kings
and get closer to a play-off
spot here on Friday.

Having put up complete
performances in their last
two games, RCB seemed to
have figured out their best
combination.

Barring Virat Kohli, all
of their batters are in top
form with uncapped Rajat
Patidar and Mahipal
Lomror complementing
seasoned pros like skipper
Faf du Plessis, Glenn
Maxwell and Dinesh
Karthik, who has been
among the best finishers
in the tournament along-
side Gujarat's Rahul
Tewatia.

The bowling packs a
punch too in the presence
of in-form pacers Josh
Hazlewood and the ever-re-
liable Harshal Patel.
Mohammad Siraj has not
been at his best but trust
him to deliver when the
team wants it the most.

Maxwell has been
handy with his off-spin,

both in powerplay and
middle overs, while
Wanindu Hasaranga is
among the leading wicket-
takers in the tournament
with 21 scalps including a
five-wicket haul.

"What we are trying to
get better as a team is
making sure that one of
those top-four creates a bit
of a base. We have got
some really strong hitters

at the back. "The games
where we didn't do so well,
there was a big cluster of
wickets in the powerplay.
Obviously need some sta-
bility but at the same time
you gonna make sure you
don't go into defensive
mode," said du Plessis
after the massive win over
SRH.

Kohli, who is in the mid-
dle of his worst IPL sea-

son, is due for an impact
knock and that could come
against Punjab. A win on
Friday would take RCB to
16 points though 18 seems
to be a safe number for a
play-off berth.

Punjab, who have three
games left, need to win all
to have a shot at the top-
four finish. They had start-
ed their campaign with a
win over RCB and are on

10 points with five wins
and six losses. The fact
that they have not been
able to win two games in a
row sums up their incon-
sistent run. Shikhar
Dhawan and Bhanuka
Rajapaksa have delivered
at the top, so has Liam
Livingstone and Jitesh
Sharma in finishing the
innings. Jonny Bairstow
finally got runs after being
promoted to open the in-
nings alongside Dhawan.

Skipper Mayank
Agarwal, who has moved
himself down the order,
needs to lead from the
front.

On the bowling front,
Sandeep Sharma has been
tidy but could do with
some wickets in the power-
play. Lead pacer Kagiso
Rabada has done well to
take 18 wickets but has
gone for close to 9 runs per
over. Arshdeep Singh has
been brilliant, especially
in the death overs, and has
impressed many with his
ability to land yorkers at
will.

Despite a solid squad at
their disposal, Punjab
have flattered to deceive
and they must raise their
game before it is too late
yet again.

RCB could be too strong
for inconsistent Punjab

Rome, May 12 (AP):

Inter Milan remained
on course for a league and
cup double by beating
Juventus 4-2 after extra
time in the Italian Cup
final. Ivan Perilic scored
twice in extra time after
Hakan alhanoglu had con-
verted a controversial late
penalty on Wednesday.
Juventus had turned the
match around early in the
second half with two goals
in as many minutes from
Alex Sandro and Duvan
Vlahovic after going be-
hind on an early Nicol
Barella strike.

For Inter it was the first
of what could be an im-
pressive double as it is also
tussling with city rival AC
Milan at the top of the
Serie A standings, al-
though the defending
champion is two points be-
hind the Rossoneri with
two matches remaining.

Juventus also lost to
Inter in the Italian Super
Cup in January and it is
the first year since 2011 it
has finished the season
without a trophy.

It was looking for a
record-extending 15th
Italian Cup and had won

five of the past seven edi-
tions, including last year's.

But it was Inter that got
off to the perfect start at
the Stadio Olimpico in
Rome as it took the lead
with less than seven min-
utes on the clock. Barella
was given too much time
and space by the Juventus
defenders and he cut in

from the left before curling
into the top far corner.

Juventus started to get
into the match midway
through the first half and
almost leveled but first
Samir Handanovic made a
comfortable save to deny
Paulo Dybala and then did
even better to palm away a
great effort from Vlahovic.

However, Handanovic
was somewhat at fault for
Juve's equalizer five min-
utes after the break. A shot
from Vlahovic was charged
down but it came out to
Alex Sandro on the edge of
the area and his effort
squirmed out of the Inter
goalkeeper's hands and into
the back of the net.

Dubai, May 12 (PTI):

Kolkata Knight
Riders have acquired
the rights to own and
operate a franchise in
the UAE's upcoming
T20 league and it will
based in Abu Dhabi.
The franchise will be
named Abu Dhabi
Knight Riders.

The investment by
the Knight Riders
Group, which is led by
actor Shah Rukh Khan,
along with Juhi Chawla
and her husband Jay
Mehta, will thus estab-
lish their fourth T20
franchise around the
world in IPL, CPL, MLC
and now in UAE's T20
league. After establish-
ing Kolkata Knight
Riders in 2008 in the
Indian Premier League,
the Knight Riders be-
came owners of the
Trinbago Knight
Riders in the Caribbean
Premier League in 2015.

Recently, the Knight
Riders Group made a
significant investment
in Major League
Cricket (MLC) in the
USA and intends to set
up a franchise in the
greater Los Angeles
area.

KKR acquire
Abu Dhabi

franchise in
UAE's new
T20 league

Bengaluru, May 12 (PTI):

Indian women's hockey
team goalkeeper Savita on
Thursday said the side's
aim is to "make it to the
next level" in this year's
FIH World Cup after finish-
ing in the last eight stage
four years ago. The event
will be jointly hosted by
the Netherlands and Spain
in July.

In the 2018 edition of the
showpiece in London,
India lost 1-3 to Ireland in
penalty shoot-out to crash
out of the competition. But
this time around, Savita
says India are well pre-
pared to make the medal
rounds. "With more play-
ers getting international
exposure, and having
gained confidence to play
top teams in big-match sce-
narios, we are heading in
the right direction of
building a strong team for
the World Cup," the senior
player said. "We made it to
the quarterfinals last time
in London, and the aim
this time is definitely to
make it to the next level."

The World Cup will be
played from July 1 to 17 but
before that the Indians will
gain valuable exposure in
the FIH Pro League match-
es in Belgium, where they
will take on the hosts on
June 11 and 12. The two

matches will be followed
by weekend games in the
Netherlands, where India
will play Argentina on
June 18 and 19 and the
United States on June 21
and 22.

The Indian women are
placed in Pool B in the
World Cup along side
England, China and New
Zealand. They will open
their campaign against
England on July 3 in
Amstelveen.

Savita said healthy com-
petition for places among
the junior and senior play-
ers augurs well for India.

"With new players com-
ing into the group by
virtue of good performanc-
es in the Pro League and
Junior World Cup, there is
healthy competition with-
in the group and this is
helping in bringing out the
best in each one of us." 

Goalkeeper Savita sets
sights on top-four finish
at women’s hockey WC

Inter beats Juventus 4-2 in cup
to stay on course for double

Inter Milan's Argentine forward Lautaro Martinez (C) and Inter players celebrate with the winner's
trophy after winning the Italian Cup (Coppa Italia) final football match between Juventus and Inter
at the Olympic stadium in Rome.

Melbourne, May 12 (AP):

Cricket Australia on Thursday
said its all-formats tour of Sri
Lanka is still going ahead
despite a heightening of ten-
sion due to civil unrest in the
south Asian island nation.
Australia's government has
advised nationals to reconsider
their need to travel to Sri Lanka
after unrest followed this
week's resignation of Prime
Minister Mahinda Rajapaksa.
Australia's cricketers are due to
travel to Sri Lanka in June and
July to play three Twenty20
internationals, five one-day
games and two test matches.
An Australia A tour of Sri Lanka
is planned at the same time. A
Cricket Australia spokesman
said the sporting body, the fed-
eral government and Sri Lankan
cricket officials were keeping a
close eye on developments in
the country. Cricket Australia
said the players and support
staff had been briefed and,
with three weeks until the
squad's departure date, "there
are no changes to the schedule.
On Wednesday, Sri Lanka's
president promised to appoint a
new prime minister, empower
the Parliament and abolish the
all-powerful executive presi-
dential system as reforms
aimed at stabilizing a country
engulfed in a political and
ecomonic crisis.

Cricket Australia: 
Sri Lanka tour still
on despite unrest

New Delhi, May 12 (PTI):

IPL form can't be the sole
criteria for a national call-
up but Dinesh Karthik and
Rahul Tewatia with their
stellar shows as finishers for
their respective franchises
have certainly made a
strong case for themselves
in the coming months lead-
ing up to the T20 World Cup.

The ICC event in
Australia is still more than
four months away but the se-
lectors and team manage-
ment will soon have to de-
cide on their core group of
players, starting with the
five match home series
against South Africa next
month. The finisher's job is
only gaining significance in
the power-packed modern
game and the Indian team is
definitely in need of players
who can go ballistic from
ball one. In the absence of
Hardik Pandya due to fit-
ness issues, the Indian team
management tried out
Deepak Hooda and
Venkatesh Iyer in the mid-
dle-order post World Cup de-
bacle last year but they
haven't yet found closure as
far as their search is con-
cerned. Hardik, who has
done well in the IPL in what
has been his comeback com-
petition, too has thrown

himself back into national
contention. However, Hooda
and Hardik have been bat-
ting higher up in the order
for their respective IPL
teams but are expected to
play lower down for the na-
tional team.

Venkatesh has had a
tough second year in the IPL
and has gone down in the
pecking order of finishers.

With Ravindra Jadeja
being the only established
finisher in the Indian team,
IPL performers like Karthik
and Tewatia sensed an op-
portunity and have made
full use of it.

Tewatia has built a repu-
tation of winning games
from improbable situations

while Karthik, who had
made his India debut way
back in 2004, has shown in-
satiable hunger to make an-
other comeback.

Former India chief selec-
tor MSK Prasad feels both
Karthik and Tewatia must
be tried in the series against
South Africa beginning on
June 9 besides calling for
Hardik's return.

"Hardik, Jaddu, Karthik
and Tewatia are my top four
for the finisher's role. DK
and Tewatia has been bril-
liant in this IPL and Hardik
has made a good comeback.
The World Cup is still some
time away but the likes of
DK and Tewatia should get
their opportunity.

IPL gives India more finishing options
in Dinesh Karthik and Rahul Tewatia

Bangkok, May 12 (PTI):

Double Olympic medal-
list P V Sindhu fought hard
before losing to Ratchanok
Intanon as the Indian
women's badminton team
crashed out of the Uber
Cup Finals after being
drubbed 0-3 by Thailand in
the quarterfinals, here on
Thursday.

World No. 7 Sindhu was
off colour for the second
consecutive day as she
squandered one-game lead
to go down 21-18 17-21 12-21
against Intanon, ranked
eighth, in a 59-minute first
women's singles match.

The defeat means Sindhu
now trails Intanon 4-7 on
head-to-head record.

India were down 0-2
when the women's doubles
pair of Shruti Mishra and
Simran Singhi lost 16-21 13-
21 against the Thai pair of
Jongkolphan Kititharakul
and Rawinda Prajongjai. It
was no better for Aakarshi
Kashyap, who surrendered
16-21 11-21 to Pornpawee

Chochuwong in the second
singles match that lasted 42
minutes.

As Thailand took an
unassailable 3-0 lead, the re-
maining two matches of the
tie became redundant and
were not played.

In the second women's
doubles contest, the Indian
pair of Tanisha Crasto and
Treesa Jolly was to face

Benyapa Aimsaard and
Nuntakarn Aimsaard,
while Ashmita Chaliha was
scheduled to play Busanan
Ongbamrungphan.

Earlier on Wednesday,
Sindhu lost in straight
games 15-21 14-21 against
world number four An
Seyoung in India's final
Group D match, where it
was blanked 0-5 by Korea.

Sindhu-led India crash out of Uber
Cup, lose 0-3 to Thailand in quarters

Thailand's Ratchanok Intanon hits a return against India's Pusarla 
V. Sindhu during their women's singles quarter-final match at the 2022
Thomas and Uber Cup badminton tournament in Bangkok on Thursday.

New Delhi, May 12 (PTI):

Indian boxers Nikhat
Zareen (52kg), Parveen
(63kg) and Manisha (57kg)
advanced to the second and
third rounds of the IBA
Women's World Boxing
Championships in Istanbul
after clinching impressive
wins in their respective
bouts on Wednesday.

Zareen outpunched
Mexico's Herrera Alvarez 5-
0, while Parveen defeated
Ukraine's Mariia Bova by a
similar margin.

Manisha, who received a
bye in the opening round,
too prevailed by an unani-
mous decision against Kala
Thapa of Nepal to make her
way into the third round.

In the last bout of the day,
Saweety (75kg) went down
to England's Kerry Davis
via a 2-3 split decision.

Zareen, who won the gold
at the prestigious Strandja
Memorial earlier this year,

continued her winning run
as she dispatched Alvarez
without breaking a sweat.

The 2019 Asian
Championships bronze
medallist was in complete
control throughout the
bout, making use of her
long reach. She attacked
with some sharp and pre-
cise punches in her opening
bout.

The 25-year-old
Telangana boxer will

square off against 2021
Asian Championships
bronze medallist
Mongolia's Lutsaikhany
Altantsetseg next.

Parveen, the 22-year-old
from Haryana, won by an
unanimous decision
against the much more ex-
perienced Ukranian boxer,
who is 12 years her senior,
in the light welter division
to set the tone for the Indian
boxers.

Rome, May 12 (AP): 

Once is enough when it
comes to beating Rafael
Nadal on a clay court.
Throughout his career,
Nadal has never lost con-
secutive matches on his fa-
vorite surface and the
Spaniard extended that per-
fect record  by beating John
Isner 6-3, 6-1 to reach the
third round of the Italian
Open.

Nadal was coming off a
loss to 19-year-old Carlos
Alcaraz in the Madrid Open
quarterfinals last week.
After a first-round bye, he
improved to 44-0 in matches
on clay following a loss on
the surface. Perhaps more
importantly, Nadal re-
gained some confidence as
he works his way back from
a rib stress fracture that
kept him out for six weeks
before the tournament in
Madrid. While he would
clearly love to add to his
record total of 10 Italian
Open titles, Nadal's bigger
objective is regaining his

top form in time for the
French Open, which starts
in less than two weeks.
Nadal has won 13 of his 21
Grand Slam titles at Roland
Garros.

When the match finished,
Nadal headed straight to
the practice court to hit
more balls. He explained
that he's a bit in a rush to
find his best form as soon as
possible. I need to work as
much as I can, Nadal said.

Isner confident despite tall
task vs. Nadal at Italian Open

World Boxing Championships

Nikhat, Parveen, Manisha
register comprehensive wins

Zareen outpunched Mexico's Herrera Alvarez 5-0.

U’khand announces 3 free LPG 
cylinders for Antyodaya card-holders 

Dehradun, May 12 (PTI): 

The Uttarakhand gov-
ernment Thursday decided
it will give three free LPG
cylinders to Antyodaya
card-holders every year, a
move opposition Congress
claimed violated the Model
Code of Conduct and will
be raised by the party be-
fore the Election
Commission.

The Congress said the
MCC came into force after
it was announced that the
Champawat assembly by-
poll -- in which Chief
Minister Pushkar Singh
Dhami is the BJP's candi-
date -- will be held on May
31. The decision to provide
free cooking gas cylinders
was taken at a meeting of
the state cabinet chaired by

the chief minister. Briefing
the media after the cabinet
meeting, Chief Secretary S
S Sandhu said a total of
1,84,142 Antyodaya card-
holders will benefit rom
the decision.

The cabinet also decided
to continue giving a bonus
of Rs 20 per quintal to
farmers on the purchase of
wheat like previous years,
he said. The BJP welcomed
the cabinet's decision on
free LPG cylinders, saying
it was in accordance with
the concept of a welfare
State.

It is a historic decision.
The state government has
kept its promise. It will em-
power the weaker sections.
It will help them lead a bet-
ter life, state BJP media in-
charge Manveer Singh

Chauhan said. However,
the Congress said the an-
nouncement has been
made clearly to influence
voters and that it was a vio-
lation of the model code of
conduct.

We are going to the
Election Commission to
lodge a complaint. It is a
clear violation of the
model code of conduct.
Why is the state govern-
ment doing such a thing? Is
it not sure about the chief
minister's victory in
Champawat?" senior
Congress leader Suryakant
Dhasmana said. Dhami is
contesting the bypoll to be-
come a member of the
state assembly as he could
not win from Khatima seat
during regular polls held
in February.

‘Nurses are backbone of healthcare sector’
New Delhi, May 12 (PTI): 

Nurses play a vital role
in the healthcare domain
and are the most important
link between a doctor and a
patient, Minister of State
for Health Bharati Pravin
Pawar said on Thursday
underlining that a strong
nursing sector is an essen-
tial building block of a
strong healthcare sector.
Addressing an event to
mark International Nurses
Day, Pawar said nurses are
the backbone of the health-
care industry who tireless-
ly take care of all the re-
quirements of patients, ac-
cording to a Health
Ministry statement.

Congratulating the en-
tire nursing fraternity for
their dedicated service to
the nation, Pawar said,
"Nurses play a vital role in
the healthcare industry
and are the most important
link between a doctor and
the patient. Nurses are the
heroes who attend to the

needs of their patients, be
it day or night, without a
frown on their face. They
are the backbone of the
healthcare industry who
tirelessly take care of all
the requirements of the pa-
tients." She applauded the
remarkable role of the
nursing fraternity in the
COVID-19 pandemic and
stated no words are enough
to thank them. "This fills us
with the deep thought of
gratitude and respect for
this noble profession," she
said.

She further noted that
nursing is currently the
largest occupational group
in the health sector, ac-
counting for approximately
59 per cent of the health
professionals, and serves as
the first point of contact
and this makes their role all
the more important in the
healthcare delivery system,
the statement stated. "A
strong nursing sector is an
essential building block of
a strong healthcare sector.

Nurses are the foundation
of hospitals. They are the
heart and soul of caring.
Nurses play a key role in in-
dividual and community's
health. Investing in nursing
will help in achieving our
objectives of universal
health coverage through
improved health services
and disease prevention,"
she added. Highlighting the
initiatives of the govern-
ment in the nursing sector,
the minister briefed about a
technology platform,
'Nurses Registration and

Traking System'- A Live
Register of Nurses, devel-
oped by the Indian Nursing
Council and the Ministry of
Health and Family Welfare.
The Indian Nurses Live
Register is an online reg-
istry which provides latest
information of the current-
ly practising nurses, there-
by helping the government
in better manpower plan-
ning and policy making for
nursing professionals in
India.

In addition to this, the
Indian Nursing Council
(INC) has also set up a skill
simulation lab in Delhi-
NCR to provide state-of-
the-art training to nursing
faculty. The event was or-
ganised by the Indian
Nursing Council in collab-
oration with the Ministry
of Health and Family
Welfare. International
Nurses Day is observed
globally on the birth an-
niversary of Florence
Nightingale, the founder of
modern nursing.

HC dismisses plea on Taj
Mahal, pulls up petitioner

Lucknow May 12 (PTI): 

The Allahabad High
Court on Thursday dis-
missed a plea seeking a
''fact-finding inquiry'' into
the history of the Taj
Mahal and the "opening of
22 rooms'' on the monu-
ment's premises, saying the
petitioner failed to point
out which of his legal or
constitutional rights were
being infringed.

The Lucknow bench of
justices DK Upadhyay and
Subhash Vidyarthi pulled
up the lawyer of petitioner
Rajneesh Singh, who is the
media in-charge of the
BJP's Ayodhya unit, for fil-
ing the PIL in a "casual"
manner and said it cannot
pass an order under Article

226 of the Constitution in
the matter.

The article empowers a
high court to issue to any
person or authority in the
area under its jurisdiction
orders or writs to enforce
the fundamental rights.
The bench said that the pe-
titioner could not point out
as to which of his legal or
constitutional rights were
being infringed.

The petitioner's lawyer
Rudra Vikram Singh
urged the court to permit
him to withdraw the peti-
tion and file a fresh plea,
but the bench did not ac-
cept his request and dis-
missed the petition.

The writ petition was
filed on Saturday in the
registry of the Lucknow

bench of the High Court
by Rajneesh Singh seeking
a fact-finding inquiry into
the history of the Taj
Mahal. It also sought open-
ing of the doors of its "22
rooms" to see "the truth,
whatever it is".

Several Hindu right-
wing outfits have claimed
in the past that the
Mughal-era mausoleum
was a Lord Shiva temple.
The monument is protect-
ed by the Archaeological
Survey of India (ASI). The
petition also sought the
setting aside of certain
provisions of The Ancient
and Historical Monuments
and Archaeological Sites
and Remains (Declaration
of National Importance)
Act 1951.

Bhubaneswar, May 12 (PTI): 

Odisha Chief
Minister Naveen
Patnaik on Thursday
asked DFOs to pre-
pare a roadmap for
improving forest
health or the general
condition of forests.

Odisha has record-
ed the highest increase in
mangrove forest cover and
the third highest in overall
forest cover among all the
states and Union territo-
ries between 2019 and 2021,
as per the India State of
Forest Report-2021.

Inaugurating a two-day
conference of divisional
forest officers (DFOs) here,
Patnaik said the roadmap
will suggest ways to re-

duce man-animal conflict,
prevent trafficking, pro-
vide livelihood to people
living on the fringe of
forests, mitigate wildfires
and allow forests to grow
without destruction, thus
improving their health.

He said the forest cover
in the state has increased
due to the tireless efforts of
Van Suraksha Samiti
(VSS) members and forest
personnel.

Noting that afforesta-
tion is a key component in
providing employment to
people residing in villages
on the fringes of the forest,
thus improving their liv-
ing standards, he advised
officials concerned to rope
in women self-help groups
for planting seedlings and

taking care of those.
He said that eco-tourism

has brought Rs 10.51-crore
business in 2021-22, and
local communities have
benefited Rs 2.61 crore
from it. "Eco-tourism has
provided new opportuni-
ties to people of the fringe
villages, and we should up-
scale this to harness the
untapped potential of our
forests," he said.

He expressed happiness
over Odisha extensively
using digital technology in
forest management.

As per the India State of
Forest Report, Odisha's
forest cover has increased
by 537.3 sq km from 2019-
21, trailing Andhra
Pradesh (647 sq km) and
Telangana (632 sq km).

The state's forest cover
has increased to 52,155.95
sq km, comprising 33.5 per
cent of the total geograph-
ical area, from 51,619 sq
km in 2019, it said.

Odisha also topped
states and UTs in an in-
crease in mangrove forest
cover, adding 8 sq km of it
since 2017, it added.

At the event, state
Forest, Environment and
Climate Change Minister
B K Arukha said that the
department has reduced
incidents of forest fires by
50 per cent as compared to
last year.

Chief Secretary S C
Mohapatra said that the
state's green cover is in-
creasing consistently over
the last 20-25 years.

‘NDA govt will complete its term in Bihar’
New Delhi, May 12 (PTI): 

BJP leader and Bihar
minister Shahnawaz
Hussain asserted on
Thursday that the Nitish
Kumar-led government
will complete its tenure till
2025 as he sought to scotch
speculation about its sta-
bility.

Speaking to reporters at
the Bihar Investors' Meet
here, Hussain said there
should be no "ifs and buts"
as far as the state govern-
ment's stability is con-
cerned and added that
Kumar, the JD(U)'s face,
will continue to lead it to
usher in development.

Speculation about the
fate of the BJP-JD(U) al-
liance government has
been rife as the relation-
ship between the two allies
are believed to be far from
smooth. Opposition RJD
leader Tejashwi Yadav's
meeting with Kumar on
the issue of caste census

on Wednesday has added
to the grist after the two
leaders also attended each
other's 'iftars' recently.

In Delhi to hold a meet-
ing of business persons
as part of his efforts to
boost investment in
Bihar, where industry
presence has been poor,

Hussain made the re-
marks in reply to a ques-
tion about the state gov-
ernment's stability.

Expressing confidence
about growing industrial
presence in the state, he
said the meeting drew
better than expected re-
sponse, adding that simi-

lar meetings will be held
in cities like Mumbai,
Ahmedabad and Kolkata
before a final one is held
in Patna where MoUs for
investments are expected
to be signed.

Bihar's development is
necessary if the country
has to develop, he said,
adding that the state gov-
ernment has created a
landpool of 2,900 acres
for industries.

The state has neces-
sary infrastructure facil-
ities coupled with re-
quired availability of
power and water to boost
industry, he said, adding
that the government is
focussing on food pro-
cessing and textile sec-
tors.

The state is thinking
big, and mega food parks
and mega logistic parks
are coming up there. A
number of ethanol
plants will also open in
the state, he said.
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Maharashtra Governor Bhagat Singh Koshyari felicitates Indian tabla virtuoso Ustad Zakir Hussain during a 
special convocation of Mumbai University, at the university's Fort Campus, Thursday.

SPECIAL CONVOCATION

Medical students take part in an anti-tobacco campaign rally during an awareness programme, in Bengaluru, Thursday. 

AWEARENESS CAMPAIGN
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‘Prepare roadmap for 
improving forest health’
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Over Rs 2.31 cr worth
of ‘disproportionate’

assets seized

Hyderabad, May 12
(PTI): Telangana's Anti-
Corruption Bureau
(ACB) has unearthed dis-
proportionate assets
worth over Rs 2.31 crore
allegedly belonging to a
Mandal Panchayat
Officer (MPO) in
Sangareddy district of
the State, the agency said
on Thursday.

A case of assets dispro-
portionate to known
sources of income was
registered against the of-
ficer, who had acquired
the assets by allegedly in-
dulging in unlawful prac-
tices and dubious means
during his service and il-
licitly enriched himself,
an ACB release said here.

From mandal 
panchayat officer

PM gets emotional as
girl shares her dream

New Delhi, May 12:
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Thursday got
emotional while interact-
ing with the daughter of a
beneficiary of the govern-
ment schemes who was vi-
sually challenged. Hearing
the reason for his daugh-
ter wanting to become a
doctor, the PM took a long
pause and appeared to be
overwhelmed.

The prime minister,
while interacting with the
beneficiary, asked him if
he imparts education to
his daughters, to which
the latter said that one of
the three daughters want-
ed to become a doctor. The
man, who was speaking
into a microphone, said
that all three of his
daughters were in school
and two of them were
even getting government
scholarships.

BJP to get more RS seats from UP
Lucknow, May 12 (PTI): 

The BJP is set to in-
crease its members in
Rajya Sabha from Uttar
Pradesh, while the BSP
and the Congress would
be the major losers in the
upcoming election to 11
seats of the upper house
from the state. Uttar
Pradesh sends 31 mem-
bers to Rajya Sabha.
Among the 11 retiring
MPs from the state, five
are from the BJP, three
from the SP, two from the
BSP and one from the
Congress.

The Election
Commission on Thursday
announced that voting
will be held on June 10 to
fill 57 Rajya Sabha seats
from 15 states, including

111 from Uttar Pradesh.
These seats will be falling
vacant due to the retire-
ment of members be-
tween June and August.
Kapil Sibal from
Congress, Satish Chandra
Mishra, BSP general sec-
retary, and Reoti Raman
Singh of Samajwadi
Party are among the
members whose terms
are ending. With 403
elected members in the
UP assembly, a candidate
will require at least 37
votes for victory. The out-
come of the recently held
state assembly elections
has changed the equation
this time. With 273 MLAs,
the BJP-led NDA will be
able to get seven members
elected easily, while SP
and its allies (RLD and

SBSP), with a strength of
125 legislators will be able
to ensure victory of three
candidates. For the 11th
seat, both SP and BJP will
be trying to win the sup-
port of other parties, in-
cluding Raja Bhaiyya's
Jansatta Dal Loktantrik
and the Congress which
have two MLAs each and
the lone legislator of
Mayawati's BSP.

After the retirement of
Sibal, the Congress'' rep-
resentation in the upper
house from the state will
be nil. BSP's two senior
leaders - Satish Chandra
Mishra and Ashok
Siddharth - will retire in
July after which it will
have only one member
Ramji Gautam in the
upper house.

Kolkata, May 12 (PTI):
West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata
Banerjee on Thursday
wrote to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, seeking
his intervention to re-
lease funds for MGNRE-
GA and PM Awas Yojana
(PMAY).

In the letter, Banerjee
said her government was
unable to make wage pay-
ments for over four
months now because of
the unavailability of
funds.

"It is very astonishing
that the Government of
India is not releasing
funds to West Bengal for
MGNREGA and PM Awas
Yojana," she said.

Mamata writes 
to Modi, seeks 

release of MGNREGA,
PMAY funds



Srinagar, May 12 (PTI): 

A government employee
belonging to the Kashmir
Pandit community was
killed by militants inside
his office in Chadoora of
Budgam district in Jammu
and Kashmir on Thursday,
drawing strong condemna-
tion from political parties.

Two gunmen entered the
Tehsil office in Chadoora
town and shot at Rahul
Bhat, a clerk posted there

under the special employ-
ment package for migrants,
officials said. The officials
said Bhat, who was residing
in a migrant colony at
Sheikhpura in Budgam dis-
trict, was shifted to a hospi-
tal here but succumbed to
injuries. "The injured was
immediately brought to
SMHS Hospital, Srinagar
for treatment where he suc-
cumbed to his injuries.
Preliminary investigation
reveals that 2 terrorists are
involved in this heinous
crime & have used pistol for
committing this crime, the
Kashmir Zone Police tweet-

ed. A hunt has been
launched to track down the
assailants. A little-know
outfit, Kashmir Tigers, has
claimed responsibility for
Bhat's killing.

There has been a spurt in
attacks on non-Muslims and
outsiders living in Kashmir
since the abrogation of
Article 370 in August 2019.

As many as 14 people be-
longing to Jammu and
Kashmir's minority Hindu
community, including
Kashmiri Pandits, were
killed by militants between
August 2019 and March
2022. Those targeted by the

extremists included promi-
nent businessmen,
sarpanchs and block devel-
opment council members in
various parts of Kashmir.

Lieutenant Governor
Manoj Sinha and political
parties in Kashmir con-
demned Bhat's killing.

"I strongly condemn the
barbaric killing of Rahul
Bhat by terrorists at
Budgam. Those behind this
despicable terror attack will
not go unpunished. J&K
Govt stands in solidarity
with the bereaved family in
this hour of grief, Sinha
tweeted.
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Judicial remand
DDhhoollppuurr:: A court here
on Thursday sent
Congress MLA Girraj
Singh Malinga, accused
of assaulting two engi-
neers of the Electricity
Department, to 14 days
judicial custody. Malinga
surrendered before the
Jaipur police commis-
sioner on Wednesday.
He was brought to
Dholpur and placed
under arrest. The legis-
lator was produced
before a local court
which sent him to judi-
cial custody for 14 days. 

Surrender 
NNaaggppuurr:: Two hardcore
Naxals, including a
woman - collectively car-
rying a reward of Rs 12
lakh on their heads and
allegedly involved in sev-
eral incidents of violence
in Maharashtra and other
states - have surrendered
before Gadchiroli district
SP Ankit Goyal, police
said on Thursday. 

Mishap
BBeettuull:: Three persons
were killed when a car
and a motorcycle were hit
by a speeding truck on a
highway in Madhya
Pradesh's Betul district
on Thursday, police said.
The accident took place
on Betul-Nagpur four-
lane highway between
Sasundara and Pankha
villages, Saikheda police
station in-charge Mukesh
Thakur said.

Poll
GGuuwwaahhaattii:: The Assam
State Election
Commission (ASEC) on
Thursday announced that
polling to the 26-member
Karbi Anglong
Autonomous Council will
be held on June 8. State
Election Commissioner
Alok Kumar, while
addressing a press con-
ference here, said that
voting will be conducted
through ballot papers as
the rule to use electronic
voting machines (EVMs)
has not been enacted by
the council.
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Bollywood actress and
Television anchor Mandira
Bedi visits to offer prayers
at the Golden Temple, in

Amritsar, Thursday. 
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New Delhi, May 12 (PTI): 

Elections will be held on
June 10 to fill 57 Rajya
Sabha seats from 15 states
falling vacant due to the
retirement of members on
different dates between
June and August, the
Election Commission said
on Thursday.

Prominent among those
retiring are Union minis-
ter Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi,

Congress leaders Ambika
Soni, Jairam Ramesh and
Kapil Sibal, and BSP's
Satish Chandra Misra.

Members are retiring
between June 21 and
August 1.

While 11 seats are
falling vacant in Uttar
Pradesh, six members
each are retiring from
Tamil Nadu and
Maharashtra, five from
Bihar and four each from
Andhra Pradesh,
Rajasthan and Karnataka.

Three members each
from Madhya Pradesh and

Odisha, two each from
Telangana, Chhattisgarh,
Punjab Jharkhand and
Haryana, and one from
Uttarakhand are also retir-
ing. The notification for
the polls will be issued on
May 24 and voting will be
held on June 10. According
to established practice,
counting will take place an
hour after the conclusion
of polling.

Most of the new mem-
bers who get elected are
likely to vote in the
President's election, due
sometime in July.

New Delhi, May 12 (PTI): 

Election Commissioner
Rajiv Kumar was on
Thursday appointed as the
next chief election commis-
sioner and will oversee the
2024 Lok Sabha elections,
besides various assembly
polls.

He will assume charge on
May 15 after incumbent
Sushil Chandra demits of-
fice on May 14, a notifica-
tion issued by the law min-
istry said. Uploading the no-
tification and a press note
on his Twitter handle, Law
Minister Kiren Rijiju ex-
tended his best wishes to
Kumar. "In pursuance of
clause (2) of article 324 of

the Constitution, the
President is pleased to ap-
point Shri Rajiv Kumar as
the Chief Election
Commissioner with effect
from the 15th May, 2022,"
read the notification.

Once Chandra demits of-
fice, there will be a vacancy
in the poll panel. Born on
February 19, 1960, Kumar

will demit office in
February 2025 when he at-
tains the age of 65.
According to the law gov-
erning the election commis-
sioners, an EC or a CEC can
hold the office for six years
or till he or she attains the
age of 65 years, whichever
is earlier. Besides the
President and the Vice
President elections due
shortly, the 2024 Lok Sabha
polls and several assembly
polls will be held under his
watch. The states include
Andhra Pradesh,
Arunachal Pradesh,
Chhattisgarh, Haryana,
Himachal Pradesh,
Jharkhand and Madhya
Pradesh.

Varanasi (UP), May 12 (PTI): 

A local court rejected
Thursday a plea to replace
the advocate commissioner
it had appointed for conduct-
ing a videography survey of
the Gyanvapi-Shringar
Gauri complex here and or-
dered the completion of the
task by May 17. The district
court also appointed two
more lawyers to help the ad-
vocate commissioner carry

out the survey at the mosque,
which is located close to the
iconic Kashi Vishwanath
temple. It ordered police to
register FIRs if there are at-
tempts to scuttle the exercise.
The court is hearing a plea by
a group of women to allow
daily worship of Hindu
deities whose idols are locat-

ed on an outer wall of the
mosque. The mosque man-
agement committee had op-
posed filming inside the
mosque and also accused the
court-appointed commission-
er of partiality. Amid the op-
position, the survey was
stalled for a while. The court
of Civil Judge (Senior
Division) Ravi Kumar
Diwakar also dismissed ob-
jections to the opening of the
two closed basements in the
mosque complex for the sur-
vey, according to the counsel
representing the Hindu peti-
tioners.

New Delhi, May 12 (PTI): 

Revenue intelligence
officers intercepted a
consignment at Delhi air
cargo complex and re-
covered 61.5 kilograms
of smuggled gold having
a market value of Rs 32.5
crore, the finance min-
istry said on Thursday.

In a covert intelli-
gence operation code-
named 'Golden Tap', the
officers of the
Directorate of Revenue
Intelligence (DRI) inter-
cepted the consignment

on May 11, on the suspi-
cion that it might have
smuggled gold concealed
therein.

The consignment
which was declared to
have contained triangle
valves, had originated
from Guangzhou, China,
and arrived at the Indira
Gandhi International
(IGI) Airport by a Japan
Airlines flight.

After a thorough and
prolonged examination
which continued till
early Thursday morn-
ing, a large number of
the imported triangle
valves were found to
have 24-karat gold con-
cealed in them.

New Delhi, May 12 (PTI): 

India on Thursday successfully
test-fired an extended-range
version of the BrahMos super-
sonic cruise missile from a
Sukhoi fighter jet in the Bay of
Bengal, in a boost to the coun-
try's strategic strike capability.
It was the first launch of the
extended range version of the
BrahMos missile from a Su-
30MKI aircraft, the defence min-
istry said. The range of the
advanced version of the missile
is learnt to have been extended
to around 350 km from the origi-
nal 290 km. "The launch from
the aircraft was as planned and
the missile achieved a direct hit
on the designated target in the
Bay of Bengal region," the min-

istry said in a statement.
It said the extended-range capa-
bility of the missile coupled with
the high performance of the Su-
30MKI aircraft gives the Indian
Air Force a strategic reach and
allows it to dominate future bat-
tlefields. "With this (test-firing),
the IAF has achieved the capabil-
ity to carry out precision strikes
from Su-30MKI aircraft against a
land/ sea target over very long
ranges," the ministry said.

Bharuch, May 12 (PTI): 

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi asserted on
Thursday that he has no in-
tention of slowing down
while recalling an opposi-
tion leader's observation
that becoming PM twice
was enough accomplish-
ment.

Modi was addressing via
video link beneficiaries of
Gujarat government's fi-
nancial assistance schemes
for widows, elderly and des-
titute citizens.

One day a very big leader
met me. He regularly oppos-
es us politically, but I re-
spect him, Modi said. He
was not happy over some is-
sues, so he had come to
meet me, the PM added. He
said, Modi ji, the country
has made you prime minis-

ter twice, so what more do
you want now. He was of
the opinion that if one be-
comes prime minister twice
then he has achieved every-
thing, the PM said.

He doesn't know that
Modi is made of a different
mettle. The land of Gujarat
has made him. That's why I
do not believe in taking it
easy, like whatever has hap-
pened has happened and
now I should rest. No. My
dream is saturation, 100 per
cent coverage of the wel-
fare schemes, he said.

Colombo, May 12 (PTI): 

Opposition leader Ranil
Wickremesinghe was on
Thursday sworn-in as Sri
Lanka's new prime minis-
ter, days after his predeces-
sor Mahinda Rajapaksa re-
signed following violent
protests over the worst
economic crisis in the
debt-ridden island nation.

The 73-year-old United
National Party (UNP) was
appointed as the prime
minister by President
Gotabaya Rajapaksa after
they held closed-door dis-
cussions on Wednesday.

Wickremesinghe, who
has served as the country's
prime minister for four

times, was in October 2018
fired from the post of
prime minister by then
President Maithripala
Sirisena. However, he was
reinstalled as the prime
minister by Sirisena after
two months.

Kashmiri Pandit shot dead by terrorists in Govt office
̈ Killing widely 

condemned

Polls for two RS seats
of Chh’garh on Jun 10
̈ Along with 55 seats

from 14 states

Rupee closes at 
all-time low of 77.50
Mumbai, May 12 (PTI): 

The rupee plunged by 25 paise
to close at its lifetime low of
77.50 against the US currency
on Thursday as the dollar
touched a fresh two-decade
high in global markets on
strong risk-averse sentiment
and a higher-than-expected
US inflation triggered fears of
aggressive rate hikes.
The local currency also
touched its record intra-day
low of 77.63 to a dollar as loss-
es in domestic stocks, con-
cerns over weak growth, and
persistent forex outflows
negated the impact of a fall in
crude oil prices. At the inter-
bank forex market, the rupee
opened steeply lower at 77.52
against the greenback and
moved in a range of 77.36 to
77.63 in the day trade.

Rajiv Kumar is new CEC;
will oversee next LS polls

India test-fires extended-range
version of BrahMos missile

COURT ORDER

‘Complete Gyanvapi
mosque survey by May 17’
̈ Rejects plea to

change official

DRI seizes 61.5 kg smuggled
gold worth Rs 32.5 cr

̈ At Delhi air 
cargo complex

‘Senior Oppn leader told me
becoming PM twice is enough’

Ranil Wickremesinghe sworn
in as Sri Lanka’s new PM

SC denies
interim relief 

New Delhi, May 12 (PTI): 

The Supreme Court Thursday
refused to grant any interim
relief and stay the Life
Insurance Corporation (LIC)
IPO share allotment on a
batch of pleas filed by some
policyholders.
A bench of Justices DY
Chandrachud, Surya Kant, and
PS Narasimha said that the
court should be reluctant to
grant any interim relief in mat-
ters of commercial invest-
ments and IPO. Having regard
to the facts which have been
drawn to the notice of the
court, we are of the consid-
ered view that no case for the
grant of interim relief is made
out. We, therefore, decline
interim relief, the bench said.
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Bhilai, May 12: Hailing
from remote villages of
Rowghat area, where girls
are not encouraged much
to study beyond school, a
bunch of girls are turning
their dreams into reality-
thanks to SAIL-BSP's
Mines-CSR initiatives.
Each year, 20 students are
selected by Mines-CSR de-
partment of Bhilai Steel
Plant. The selection
process involves a test after
the girls pass 12th standard.
The selected students are
sponsored for their college
education in Nursing at PG
College of Nursing, Bhilai
and Apollo College of
Nursing, Anjora, Durg.

Manish Jain, one of the
Directors of Apollo College
of Nursing, Anjora, Durg
shares that students from
Rowghat area are being ad-
mitted in this college since
2016. As the students be-
long to interior areas, they
are initially timid and shy.
They gradually mix up
with other students and
within a year one can't dif-

ferentiate between the stu-
dents adopted as part of
BSP's CSR activities and
the general students in col-
lege. These students are at
par with others and are
doing well, he said.

P Emmanuel, Principal,
Apollo College of Nursing,
Anjora, Durg stated that
students from different
parts of Chhattisgarh and
other states of the country
join the campus every year.
Clinical training for
Nursing students is impart-
ed at SAIL-BSP's JLN
Hospital and RC, Bhilai
while community posting
is done in nearby villages.

The college is equipped
with a fundamental lab,
anatomy and physiology
lab, community lab, obstet-
rics and gynaecology lab
and nutrition lab. The in-
house library has 5000
books. Buses ferry the stu-
dents to JLN Hospital and
RC for clinical work. The
college has excellent hostel
facilities for the students,
including a cafeteria, tem-
ple and a stationary store
in the campus, he added.

Sharda Dhruv from
Talebeda, Rowghat is a
pass out of General
Nursery & Mid-wifery
(GNM) course. She was not
aware of the prospects of
pursuing Nursing after
passing 12th standard.
Adopted as part of SAIL-
BSP's CSR initiative,
Sharda says that the teach-
ers at Apollo College are
very supportive. The level
of academics is good and
they also get experience of
Clinical posting at JLN
Hospital and RC. She ex-
pressed her gratitude to
SAIL-BSP that she can now
be independent and carve a
career in Nursing.

Seema Usendi from
Narayanpur's Anjrel dis-
trict is an orphan. Raised
by her relatives, she feels
lucky she got chance to
study in Apollo College in
B Sc Nursing after being
adopted by SAIL-BSP. Her
relatives are proud of her
accomplishment and she
wants to serve her vil-
lagers and help them be-
come literate after complet-
ing her education.

Ritu Wadde is a pass out
of Ramakrishna Mission
Ashram, Narayanpur.
Having stayed in interior
areas, she shares that she
was treated like a glass doll
in her childhood. Her expo-
sure grew manifold when
she met people from differ-
ent walks of life in Bhilai
and understood them. My
father was not financially
sound to support me to
study Nursing. I got this
golden opportunity
through CSR department of
BSP and aim to study well
in GNM 3rd year and help
my village progress as I'm
the only ray of hope for
them, she says.

Bhawna Darro from
Mantasalebar states that
her father was delighted
that she got adopted by CSR
department of SAIL-BSP to
pursue higher studies.
Initially, I was sceptical and
scared about studying in an
English-medium college.
But I picked up due to the
support of teachers and
Spoken English classes
conducted here. I want to
treat villagers back home

who cannot afford treat-
ment elsewhere, she said.
Currently, she is serving as
a Nurse in Yashoda
Nandan Hospital, Durg.

Reena Dugga, a GNM 3rd
year student from Binjli vil-
lage in Narayanpur felt
good when she went to
Apollo College to study
Nursing. I feel elated to
learn new things during
the clinical posting at JLN
Hospital and RC. After be-
coming a nurse, I want to
go from village -to-village to
serve those who can't go to
the hospital in my home-
town, she said.

These students belong to
communities where liveli-
hood is usually earned
from agriculture and girls
are not sent out of homes
for higher education.
Sponsored for studying in
nursing college as resident
students by SAIL-BSP's
Mines-CSR initiative, these
girls are spreading their
wings and breaking barri-
ers - by aiming to serve the
community as members of
the noble nursing profes-
sion.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 12: An hon-
our cum blessing ceremony
was organized on the occa-
sion of the arrival of Dr
Bhaktiswari Devi at Shri
Jagannath Temple, Sector-
4. Kripalu Maharaj's well-
known disciple Dr
Bhaktieshwari arrived at
Shri Jagannath Temple,
Sector-4.

Upon her arrival in the
temple premises, she was
greeted with bouquet and
shower of flowers. First of
all, she worshiped "Bhaj
Vishwanath" Mahadev lo-
cated in the temple premis-
es. She had a complete dar-
shan and worshiped
Mahaprabhu Shri
Jagannath Swami ji, Lord
Shri Balabhadra Dev Ji
and Mata Subhadra Devi
Ji.

After offering prayers to
Mahaprabhu and

Mahadev, Dr Bhaktiswari
Devi sat on the stage of the
specially constructed at
Yagya Mandap and ad-
dressed the devotees pres-
ent and blessed them. In
her inspirational speech,
Dr Bhaktiswari Devi told
the people that to make life
worthwhile, one must al-
ways remember the Lord.

Only by taking the name
of the Lord with a sincere
heart, can the ocean of the
universe be crossed. The
remembrance of the name
of the Lord is beneficial to
all. That is why His name
should be taken continu-
ously. Happiness, peace
and prosperity in your life
is possible only by the
grace of God. Therefore,
always take the name of
the Lord.

It is worth mentioning
that Dr Bhaktiswari Devi
was engaged in teaching
for 10 years by holding

'Vidya Varidhi' (Ph D) de-
gree from Shri Jagannath
Sanskrit University in the
holy city of Puri, the Leela
Kshetra of Mahaprabhu
Shri Jagannath Swami.
After that, she devoted her-
self in spreading the name
of God.

The office bearers of
Shri Jagannath Mandir,
Sector-4 committee hon-
ored Dr Bhaktiswari Devi

by with shawls, shriphal,
and mementos for her out-
standing contribution. The
honour and blessings cere-
mony was conducted by
Satyawan Nayak, General
Secretary of the
Jagannath Samiti and
Virendra Satpathy,
President of the
Jagannath Samiti deliv-
ered the vote of thanks.
Along with this, various

worship rituals were per-
formed by the priest Shri
Pitbas Padhi.

On this occasion, the
committee's president
Virendra Satpathy and
General secretary
Satyawan Nayak along
with the office-bearers of
the committee, Basant
Pradhan, D Trinath, Anam
Nahak, Brindavan Swain,
Bhim Swain, Trinath
Sahu, Kalu Behera,
Niranjan Maharana,
Prakash Swain, Kailash
Patro, Ranjan Mohapatra,
SC Patro, Ramesh Kumar
Nayak, Seemanchal
Behera, Santosh Dalai, VK
Hota, S Dakua, Ravi Swain
were specially present.
Apart from this, Vijay
Pandey, Nand Kumar and
other devotees from
Shyama-Shyam Dham
committee were present.
Prasad distribution was
also done on this occasion.

‘Durg Railway Station to be
developed and beautified’

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 12: The ex-
pansion and beautification
of Durg Railway Station is
going to start soon. The res-
idents of this city will get
world class facilities in this
station. Rajya Sabha
Member Saroj Pandey in-
formed that during the last
budget session of
Parliament, she met the
Union Railway Minister
Ashwani Vaishnav and re-
quested for expansion and
beautification of Durg
Railway Station. The
Minister accepted the de-
mand immediately and de-
partmental guidelines were
issued in this regard.

In this context, the local
railway administration
had passed a proposal for
beautification and expan-
sion of Durg station to
provide more convenience
to the passengers. Tenders
are being issued to ap-
point an architect and se-
lect an agency to prepare
the project. Pandey said
that this was a very old de-
mand of the residents of
Durg as the lack of facili-
ties in the station was felt
with the increase in the
population.

Also, there was a need
for beautification as Durg
Railway Station was built

long back and now there is
a dire need to change its
appearance. Saroj Pandey
said that on completion of
this project, the residents
would get a beautiful and
well-equipped railway sta-
tion. She thanked the
Union Railway Minister
Ashwani Vaishnav for ac-
cepting the demands of
the people of Durg.

It needs to be mentioned
here that with the efforts of
MP Saroj Pandey, many
works were done earlier
also by the Railways for
the convenience of the pas-
sengers at Durg Railway
Station. Due to her efforts
only, an escalator and lift
were installed on the plat-
form. On her initiatives,
battery operated cars were
made available for the eld-
erly and disabled at the
railway station.

Preserving heritage: Historical ring-well revived in Durg
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 12: A very
old well, which resembled
a dump of wastes, has now
become a centre of attrac-
tion in Durg city. This his-
toric ring-well of Durg city
has been revived and beau-
tified. Considering the
threat of poisonous gases
in this well, a semi robotic
machine was used for
cleaning. Such a machine
has been used for the first
time in the state for clean-
ing a well.

Due to lack of attention
and dumping of garbage
over years, the old well lo-
cated in Indira Market had
become dead. Mayor
Dheeraj Bakliwal resolved
to revive this old well and
work was started using the
Mayor's fund.

When the Durg
Municipal Corporation
team reached to clean the
well, they anticipated the
threat of poisonous gases.
Manual cleaning of this
well was dangerous due to
the possibility of poisonous
gases. Considering the situ-
ation, it was decided to use
a semi robotic machine.

Mayor Dheeraj Bakliwal
informed that he always
felt sad to witness the

plight of this well while
passing through Indira
Market. It reminded him of
the need to protect the tra-
ditional water sources
which were prepared by
our ancestors.

Bakliwal added that he
got inspiration from the
CM's Lokvani programme
in which he appealed to all
the citizens, officials and
public representatives of
the state for the revival and
protection of water
sources, especially wells,
ponds, step-wells, canals
and rivers.

The Chief Minister had
also said that even though
science has made great
progress, even today we are
unable to make water arti-

ficially. Nature can only ful-
fil the needs of water. Later,
on the advice of MLA
Arun Vora, a plan was
made to repair the wells of
the city.

Work on this project was
started under the guidance
of Collector Dr
Sarveshwar Narendra
Bhure. When the work
started, it was not possible
to conduct it manually due
to the possibility of poison-
ous gases.

The team did not give up
and it was decided to use
cleaning robots. Aditya
Saraf, an expert of Sun and
Soil Company, was called
from Bhilai for conducting
this work. He examined the
well and found a lot of

gases. Accordingly, semi
robotic machines were
used to clean the well.
After the cleaning works,
the well is completely clean
and is ready to recharge
the groundwater. The
water quality was also
checked and was found to
be very good. Its pH level is
also up to the mark.

MLA Arun Vora said
that water recharge works
will increase the level of
underground water in the
city and will help in saving
water. He said that the
work of water recharge is a
priority task to avert water
crisis in future. Collector
Dr Sarveshwar Narendra
Bhure also congratulated
the Mayor, his council and

the municipal team for this
work.

He said that by identify-
ing and repairing such
wells in urban bodies, the
expected increase in the
level of ground water in
urban areas can be done.
Giving information about
the water recharge related
activities, Durg Municipal
C o r p o r a t i o n
Commissioner Haresh
Mandavi said that they are
working to revive the wells
in the city. The project com-
menced from the well of
Indira Market. At present,
15 wells and 30 ponds have
been identified in which
cleanliness will be done so
that the water recharge
can be done in a better way.

Semi Robotic Machine used for first time in the state 

Ancient history 
of Ring Wells 

In ancient times, the
cities in India used to settle
on the banks of rivers so
that there was no problem
of water. The need for wells
was felt when cities devel-
oped and expanded during
the Maurya period before
the third century BC. This
led to the development of
ring wells in India. Ring
wells have been found in
the excavation which is
going on at village Rewa in
Arang Tehsil of Raipur
District. It indicates that the
same tradition was adopted
in Chhattisgarh area too.

Saroj Pandey

Shri Jagannath Temple, Sector-4 honors Dr Bhaktiswari DeviFSNL Personnel appeal Devendra 
to help prevent privatisation 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 12: The offi-
cers and employees of
Ferro Scrap Corporation
Limited visited the office of
Devendra Yadav, MLA
Bhilai Nagar on May 11 and
made a request to save
Ferro Scrap Corporation
Limited from privatization.

It needs a mention that
Ferro Scrap Corporation
Limited is a government
undertaking under the
Ministry of Steel, head-
quartered in Bhilai,
Chhattisgarh. This organi-
zation mainly deals with
scrap processing in public
sector steel undertakings
like SAIL, RINL and
NMDC. Ferro Scrap Nigam
Limited is in profit continu-
ously since last 42 years.
But still, Ferro Scrap
Nigam is being privatized

by the Central Government.
This decision has generated
resentment among the em-
ployees towards the Central
Government. And the pri-
vatization process is being
strongly opposed by all the
employees and officers. In
this sequence, on May 11,
the officers, employees and
contract workers of Ferro
Scrap Corporation Limited
met  MLA Devendra Yadav
and informed about the

privatization being done by
the Central Government
and apprised hm about the
problems. The MLA as-
sured the employees of
Ferro Scrap Corporation
Limited that privatization
of Ferro Scrap
Corporation Limited
would not be allowed, and
assured the officers and
employees of Ferro Scrap
Corporation Limited for all
possible help.

Chhattisgarh Fame Ankit in the
Race for World Forbes 30 Under 30

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 12: Forbes
is the largest and most
well-known magazine in
the world. Every year,
Forbes publishes a list of
the world's wealthiest
people, as well as a list of
those under the age of 30
to inspire the youth.

These 30 young people
come from all around the
world and have some-
thing new & potential
enough to deliver to the
society; also they possess
great wealth as well.
Innovation is a domain
over which Forbes places
its maximum attention.

Ankit Yadav from
Chhattisgarh has been
nominated for the World
Forbes Under 30 lists.
This time, Ankit Yadav,
Wealth Manager (USA),
has been nominated to
represent his nation on a
global platform via World
Forbes Under 30. He is
recognised for his work
on narrowing global in-
equality and developing
the formula for intrinsic
value in the stock market
for the first time.

Ankit is well-known for
his stock market predic-
tions, which Investment
Gurus claim are never in-
correct. Ankit created his
website in 2021, on which
he proposed the world's
first intrinsic value for-
mula. Investors were real-
ly appreciative with it.

Ankit made 1.5 crores
in one month and became

a national sensation. He
has also been exploring
strategies to lower global
inequality function from
2018. Ankit, who is from a
small town, has become a
great figure across the
world and in Forbes as a
corollary of these attrib-
utes.

Who is Ankit Yadav
(Wealth Manager, USA)?
At the tender age of 18,
when most people are
still enjoying in their
childhood, this brilliant
young fellow entered the
stock market with bound-
less ambitions and
unimaginable risks to
take. The only thing that
held him afloat in the
stock 

market storm was his
exemplary courage to
make the change. Ankit
had his elementary edu-
cation in Bhilai,
Chhattisgarh, where he
was born. After the
Corona period's boom,
the stocks he held
achieved their pinnacle
of prosperity. This makes

Ankit one of the highest
tax payers of the state.

Ankit Yadav (Wealth
Manager, USA) is the
founder of Market
Maestro Private Limited.
There is indeed a host of
people who idolize him
for his superior expertise
and sound investing deci-
sions.

"Big Bull of the Stock
Market" and "Next
Warren Buffet" is two
prestigious titles by
which he is known
among his followers.

The eyes of the entire
nation will be focused on
this Intelligent Investor
Ankit Yadav as soon as
the list of World Forbes
Under 30 is announced,
which is expected next
month.

The Iconic Wealth
Manager Ankit Yadav,
who has already made a
big name nationwide, can
make a noteworthy im-
pact on global platform as
well. Remember- "Once A
Spartan, Always a
Spartan."

Nursing students adopted by BSP 
interested in serving their hometown

Sharda Dhruv Seema Usendi Ritu Wadde Bhawna Darro Reena Dugga
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COOL NAP

A boatman not having any visitors during the hot evening preferred to take a nap in
his colourful boat.

Central Chronicle News

Bilaspur, May 12: In case
of compensation case of
Pt. Ravishankar Shukla
University (RSU), it has
got a major relief from the
High Court. The High
Court on Thursday has is-
sued stay order on attach-
ment of property of Pt.
RSU and issued order to
return the vehicles of the
University.

The single bench of
Justice PP Sahu conduct-
ed the hearing into the
case. In the compensation
case the University pre-
sented fact that it was the
University who gave land
for Central School to the

government and in view of
this the state government
acquired the land and pro-
vided it to the University.
In such a case, to write off
the compensation contro-
versy it is the responsibili-
ty of the state govern-
ment.

The University adminis-
tration also informed the
Court that they have been
reminding about the con-
troversy to the state gov-
ernment from time to
time, but with no action in
this regard, the property
of the University is being
attached one after the an-
other.

The Court after hearing
into the versions of the
University administration
and others parties, put a
stay order on attachment
of RSU’s property. Not
only this it also issued or-
ders to return the property
attached viz. car of V-C
and Registrar RSU and

other properties. On be-
half of RSU, Advocate
Neeraj Choubey pleaded
the case.

It is notable here that
there is controversy going
on between the land owner
and Pt. RSU over payment
of compensation for 5.16
acre land . Pt. RSU has
about 300 acre land in its
possession and in the year
2005-06, the state govern-
ment acquired around 74
acre land from the land
owners and gave it to Pt.
RSU and for this they were
paid due compensation.
But for additional compen-
sation in this case, a total
of 31 farmers approached
the Court.

The District Court took
a decision in favour of the
famers in 2017 and under
this for Rs 6.63 cr, it was
asked to pay interest at
the rate of 15%. Now this
amount has gone up
manifold. The University

administration has de-
manded this amount
from the state govern-
ment and they in turn
has refused to pay.

Failing to get the com-
pensation amount, action
on attachment of RSU’s
property was started as
per court’s order.

HC issues stay order on 
attachment of RSU’s property
p Also issues order to

return vehicles
seized and other
action taken
against RSU

Raipur, May 12:
Governor and University
Chancellor Ms Anusuiya
Uikey has directed the
government to take neces-
sary action as per law
without any delay in rela-
tion to attachment of mov-

able and immovable prop-
erties of Pt Ravi Shankar
Shukla University, Raipur.

Governor’s Secretary
Amrit Kumar Khalkho
wrote a letter in this re-
gard to the Secretary,
Higher Education
Department, apprising
him about the instruc-
tions of the Governor.

In the letter, a request
has been made to direct
Standing Counsel Dr
Rajesh Kumar Pandey for
speedy hearing in the ap-
peal case pending in the
Supreme Court.

Take immediate action on issue of
attachment of RSU’s properties: Guv

p Governor’s
Secretary sends a
letter in this
regard to Higher
Education
Secretary

Raipur, May 12 (PTI): An
offence has been regis-
tered against the captain
of Chhattisgarh’s Ranji
Trophy team for allegedly
getting a job in the office of
principal accountant gen-
eral audit here by submit-
ting bogus documents, po-
lice said on Thursday.

The Vidhan Sabha po-
lice have registered a case
against Harpreet Singh
Bhatia (31), a resident of
Balod district, for alleged-
ly getting the job of audi-
tor/accountant in the
Indian Audit Accounts
Department Office of the
Principal Accountant
General Audit with the
help of a bogus mark-
sheet, an official said.

In 2014, the department
had invited applications
from the cricket cadre for
recruitment to the post of

auditor/accountant, he
said.

After preliminary verifi-
cation of the attested docu-
ments submitted by the
cricketer, he was called for
field trials and based on
his performance, Bhatia
was selected in the proba-
ble list of candidates, the
official said.

The cricketer had sub-
mitted a BCom degree cer-
tificate from Bundelkhand
University Jhansi, and to
verify the authenticity of

the degree, the depart-
ment had contacted the
university and learnt that
no such marksheet had
been issued, following
which a complaint was
lodged with the Vidhan
Sabha police station, he
said.

A case under sections
420 (cheating), 467 (for-
gery) and other relevant
provisions of the IPC has
been registered in this re-
gard and the matter is
being probed, the official
said.

Bhatia was the member
of the Indian squad in the
2010 ICC Under-19 cricket
World Cup and was picked
up by the Pune Warriors
India in the 2011 Indian
Premier League. Later, he
was signed by Royal
Challengers Bangalore 
in 2017.

Ch’garh Ranji team captain
booked in cheating case Bilaspur, May 12: The

suspended ADGP GP
Singh (IPS) has been grant-
ed conditional bail by the
High Court in Bilaspur
here on Thursday. He was
sent to jail last in January
and was there for last 5
months.

The above judgement
was delivered after hear-
ing into the case in the
High Court on Thursday. It
is notable here that sus-
pended ADGP GP Singh
(IPS) was arrested from
NOIDA last on Jan 11, 2022.
In the last hearing the
High Court issued notice
to the state government
and sought their reply.
Along with this instruc-
tions were issued to pres-
ent the case diary into the
case.

It is worthwhile to men-
tion here that ACB and
EoW conducted raid on
many establishments of

suspended ADGP GP
Singh in Raipur,
Rajnandgaon and Odisha
last year on July 1 and in
this disproportionate in-
come worth Rs 10 crore
was unearthed. Sources in
the investigation claimed
that GP Singh with sedi-
tion tried to topple the
state government, but the
police could not prove
these charges. On filing of
FIR last on 5 July, the state
government suspended GP
Singh and thereafter on
his arrest in Noida on Jan
11, he sent him to jail.

HC grants conditional bail to
suspended ADGP- GP Singh

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, May 12: The re-
sults of class X and XII
organized by the
Chhattisgarh Board of
Secondary Education
(CGBSE) are likely to be
announced on May 13 or
14. The CGBSE has com-
pleted preparations to re-
lease the exam results.
This time also the merit
list will be issued like
pre-COVID period.

Students who come to
top ten in merit will also
be rewarded. The exams
have been conducted in
offline mode. This time
the eligibility has been
set for revaluation and
recounting. Candidates
getting marks less than
their expectations can
apply for correction of

their marks.
As many as 2 lakh 93

thousand 425 students
have appeared in the 12th
examination across the
state.

They included 30 thou-
sand 750 in Raipur. Of
them 2 lakh 89 thousand
808 students are regular
while 3 thousand 617 pri-
vate candidates have ap-
peared in the examina-
tion. The examination
was conducted at 6,743
centers across the state
including 425 in Raipur.

Similarly, in the 10th
examination, 3 lakh 80
thousand 27 students are
registered across the
state including 23 thou-
sand 617 in Raipur. Of
them, 3 lakh 77 thousand
667 are regular and 2
thousand 360 private stu-

dents have been regis-
tered.

As many as 6787 exam-
ination centers were set
up across the state which
included 146 centers and
670 sub-centres in
Raipur.

Total 6787 high schools
and higher secondary
schools are affiliated to
CGBSE. Results will be
available on CGBSE web-
site www.cgbse.nic.in.
State Council of
Educational Research
and Training has started
self-assessment of 1 lakh
80 thousand teachers
across the state.
Teachers are doing their
assessment by visiting
the Padhai Tuhar Duar
portal. Based on this,
teachers have to be
trained further.

CGBSE completes preparations
for 10th, 12th results 

Raipur, May 12:
Principal opposition
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) has started playing
mind games against rul-
ing Congress on the issue
of nominations for the
two posts of Rajya Sabha
members from
Chhattisgarh.

In a statement issued
here, the BJP
Spokesperson Kedar
Kashyap on Thursday
said that Congress
should pay attention to
the nominations from
people of Chhattisgarh
in the Rajya Sabha elec-
tions during the three-
day “Chintan Shivar” to
be held in presence of
top leaders.

He said that Congress
leaders including Chief
Minister Bhupesh
Baghel attending the
“Chintan Shivir”
should ensure that the
party favours leaders
from Chhattisgarh for

the two vacant seats of
Rajya Sabha from here.

Kashyap further
added that the Congress
have been cheating the
innocent tribals over
the years.

With new anti-tribal
works of Congress, the
people would give a be-
fitting reply to them
and oust it from power
in next elections in
Chhattisgarh.

It is notable that sen-
ior tribal leader
Ramvichar Netam
from BJP and Chhaya
Verma from Congress
would be completing
their tenure in Rajya
Sabha next month.
With Congress having
71-members in
C h h a t t i s g a r h
Legislative Assembly,
the ruling party is all set
to win both the seats for
which the nominations
would be filed before 
May 31.

Congress should field leaders from
Ch’garh for RS polls: Kashyap

Raipur, May 12: Chief
Minister Bhupesh
Baghel has left for New
Delhi to attend the three-
day ‘Chintan Shivir’ of
AICC to be organized in
Udaipur in Rajasthan
from Friday. CM Baghel
will leave along with
other Congress leaders
by train from Delhi to
Udaipur.

Prior to leaving for
Delhi for ‘Chintan
Shivir’, CM Baghel said
that he would be attend-
ing the ‘chintan shivir’
along with other

Congress leaders and
would leave for Udaipur
from Delhi by train and
therefore would have
ample time for discus-
sions. In the party’s
‘Chintan Shivir’ to be or-
ganized for three-days,
discussions will be held
on various issues and
this include 6 core issues
related to politics, eco-
nomics, agriculture, em-
ployment and others. CM
said that final decision
regarding one family-one
ticket formula will also
be discussed.

Baghel leaves for Delhi to
attend ‘Chitan Shivir’ 

Raipur, May 12:
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) Panchayat Cell
Convenor Ramkumar
Bhatt after seeking ap-
proval from the BJP
President Vishnu Deo Sai,
has declared the District
Convenor and Co-con-
venors of various units to
strengthen the
Organization.

According to the infor-
mation received,
Videshiram Dhruve has
been appointed Convenor
of Kabirdhan District
whereas Babulal
Chandrakar would be Co-
convenor. Similarly, Anil
Tiwari would be Convenor
of Dhamtari Panchayat
Cell and Mohan Pujari
would be Co-convenor
whereas Baisuram
Mandavi and Malati
Mandavi have been en-
trusted with the responsi-
bility of Convenor and Co-

convenor of Dantwada
District. Other nomina-
tions include Renuka
Singh and Sushil Yadav
for Koriya District, Tilasai
and Mukesh Gupta for
Balrampur Unit,
Devisingh Tekam and
Premchand Patel for
Korba Unit, Rameshwari
Banjare and Loknath
Thakur for Mungeli,
Jitendra Panigrahi and
Raiduram Baghel for
Jagdalpur, Vijay Patel and
Sitambr Kawade for
Kanker, Ruplal Patel and
TK Lal Sao for
Mahasamund, Aditi
Baghmar and Surela
Mandal Bharat Nayak for
Baloda Bazar, Harikishan
Kurre and Prem Verma
for Bemetara Unit and
Khemraj Kosle from
Raipur Rural Unit has
been nominated as
Convenor of Panchayat
Cell.

BJP appoints Panchayat Cell
Convenors in various Districts

Raipur, May 12: The way
the nurses served the pa-
tients during the Corona pe-
riod is an invaluable heritage
for humanity. Their respect
in the society has increased
even more. A nurse has a
sense of community for
every patient, so we address
them as sisters. International
Nurses Day on May 12 is a
day to remember the contri-
bution of all nurses in
human service.

International Nurses Day
was celebrated in CG College
of Nursing, Raipur by hon-
ouring the selfless spirit of
nurses and service to human-
ity by the institution, by giv-
ing momento to all  the nurs-
es of Dr. Bhimrao Ambedkar
Memorial Hospital, Raipur
and District Hospital, Pandri,
Raipur. This information
was given by the administra-
tive officer of the institution,
Dr. Bharavi Vaishnav.

International Nurses Day
celebration held 

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, May 12: Chief
Minister Bhupesh
Baghel virtually inaugu-
rated the newly con-
structed second-floor of
the Office of Advocate
General located in
Bilaspur High Court
premises, from his offi-
cial residence here on
Thursday. The second
floor of this office build-
ing has been built at a
cost of Rs. 1.65 cr.

Advocate General of
Chhattisgarh Satish
Chandra Verma,
Additional Advocate
General Amrito Das,
Sunil Otwani, Chandresh
Srivastava, Meena
Shastri and Raghavendra
Pradhan along with Law

Officers and other offi-
cers-employees of the of-
fice joined this pro-
gramme through video
conferencing from
Advocate General’s
Office Bilaspur.

Chief Minister ex-
tended his congratula-
tions and best wishes to
everyone including the
Advocate General on
this occasion. Baghel
said that with the com-
pletion of this new con-
struction, all the con-
cerned would be able to

discharge their duties
in a more systematic
and convenient manner.
Necessary arrange-
ments are being made
for the speedy and
smooth functioning of
this office.

The Chief Minister
expressed happiness
over the expansion of
the Advocate General’s
office as well as the digi-
tization of the official
work.

He said that with the
digitization of work, rel-

evant departments of
the government will get
information regarding
legal matters on the
same day.

This is saving both
time and labour of the
departmental officers.
Baghel assured to pro-
vide all the facilities as
per the requirement of
the Advocate General’s
office in future as well.

Advocate General
Satish Chandra Verma
while welcoming Chief
Minister Baghel in the
programme, expressed
his gratitude towards
Chief Minister for the
construction of the
second floor of the of-
fice of advocate gener-
al and for providing
necessary facilities.

CM inaugurates newly built 2nd floor of AG’s office

‘Satsang’ in memory of Baba
Hardev Singh today

RRaaiippuurr:: ‘Satsang’ in the memory
of Baba Hardev Singh is being
organized tomorrow from 5:00
pm to 7:30 pm  as Babaji held the
reins of Nirankari Mission as
‘Satguru’ for 36 years. Along with
spiritual awareness, he also car-
ried out many works for the wel-
fare of the society and this
included blood donation, forma-
tion of blood banks, eye check-
up, plantation campaign,
Swachchata Abhiyan and others.
For establishing an ideal society,
Babaji gave his blessings for
many projects in order to create
new platforms for energy among
youth and for empowerment of
w o m e n .
So it is in the presence of
Satguru Mata Sudikshaji Maharaj
that a massive ‘Nirankari Sant
Samagam’ is being oragnised as
‘Samarpan Diwas’ on May 13 at
Samkhala in Haryana and in this
series at Sant Nirankari Bhavan
in Lakhenagar also, a ‘Satsang’
will be organized from 5:00 pm
to 7:30 pm, informs Gopichand.

Raipur, May 12: The fifth
convocation of
Kushabhau Thackeray
University of Journalism
and Mass Communication
(KTUJMC) is being organ-
ized on  May 30. Anusuiya
Uikey, Governor and
Chancellor of
Chhattisgarh will be the
chief guest of the func-
tion. Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel will be
the special guest in the
function. Higher

Education Minister
Umesh Patel has been in-
vited as a special guest.
The keynote speaker of
the function will be sen-
ior journalist and former
General Secretary of
Broadcast Editors
Association, NK Singh.
The program will
presided over by the Vice
Chancellor of the
University, Prof. Baldev
Bhai Sharma.

University Registrar,
Dr. Anand Shankar
Bahadur informed that a
total of 945 students who
passed out from 2019 to
2021 will be awarded de-

grees in this convocation.
On this occasion, 29 stu-
dents who got first place
will be decorated with
gold medals. Merit certifi-
cates will be given to 58
students who secured sec-
ond and third position in
merit list. The function
will be held on May 30 at
11.30 am in Pt. Deendayal
Upadhyay Auditorium,
Nagarjuna Science
College. A notice has been
issued to the students to
attend the convocation.
Students can attend the
convocation by applying
in the prescribed format
by May 23.

Annual convocation of KTUJMC on May 30
Governor and
Chancellor
Anusuiya Uikey will
be the chief guest

945 students will
get degrees, 29 gold
medals and 58 stu-
dents will get merit
certificates
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DIP IN HOT SUMMER

Children at the anicut are taking a dip in Kharun river and are unaware of likely risk it involve while diving.

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, May 12: The
State Government has
chalked out various
schemes in the health, ed-
ucation, Agricultural, and
tourism sectors to provide
better facilities for the citi-
zens of Chhattisgarh.
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel said that all of
these schemes have been
created by keeping the pri-
orities of common citizens
in mind. Be it, loan
waivers, financial aid for
farmers under Rajiv
Gandhi Nyay Yojna, or
providing free-of-cost qual-
ity education in
Atmanand English
Medium Schools to provid-

ing Healthcare facilities in
Urban as well as Rural
areas through Community
health centers, Mobile
Medical Units, and
Dhanwantari Generic
medicine stores. Today
the situation has changed
in Chhattisgarh, there is
prosperity and people are
living in harmony with
each other, surely the offi-
cers and employees of the
state also have a big role in
this. Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel said the
above-mentioned things in
a review meeting held

with the officials at
Ambikapur’s rest house
during the Bhent and
Mulaqat Campaign today.

In the review meeting,
Chief Minister told the of-
ficers that if people’s work
is done on time, then it fills
them with satisfaction and
trust for the administra-
tion. While directing the
officers present there,
Baghel said that they
should ensure speedy dis-
posal of the applications
received from the general
public during their meet-
ing and it should be re-

viewed separately by sen-
ior officers. Along with
this, the officials should
also ensure the arrange-
ment of acknowledgment
of the applications re-
ceived.

Appreciating the facili-
ties of the Primary Health
Center, Chief Minister
Baghel, who inspected
health facilities the previ-
ous day, said that people
get benefit from a well
functioning system and
this is the intention of the
government. The Chief
Minister said that the state
government is also taking
care of the needs of the of-
ficers. Urban
Administration and
Development Minister Dr.
Shiv Kumar Daharia, Food
and Culture Minister
Amarjit Bhagat, MLA Dr.
Pritam Ram, Additional
Chief Secretary Subrata
Sahoo, and officials were
present on the occasion.

State govt schemes are 
completely citizen-centric: CM

State govt aims to
provide better facil-
ities for the general
public 
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Raipur, May 12: Collector
Sourabh Kumar has given
instructions to the officers
to settle the pending cases
in the departments at the
earliest along with resolv-
ing the applications of
Chief Minister,
Janchaupal and Public
Service Guarantee.
Collector took a meeting of
officers of various depart-
ments at Red Cross meet-
ing room and directed
them to take care of the fa-
cilities of the people. Also,
he inquired about the for-
mation of Rajiv Gandhi
Yuva Mitan Club. In the
meeting, the Collector said
that no complaint should
be received regarding

heatstroke and water prob-
lem in summer. Collector
Sourabh Kumar told the
food officers that the pres-
ence of food inspector
should be ensured in the
camp so that ration card of
the beneficiary could be
made immediate . Revenue
officers go to the camp
with the list of nomina-
tion-demarcation. The col-
lector inquired about the
Chief Minister Mitan
Yojana, Mitan Call Center
and the center’s toll free
number 14545 etc.
Divisional officers includ-
ing Corporation
Commissioner Prabhat
Malik, Additional
Collector Gopal Verma,
NR Sahu, BC Sahu, BB
Panchbhai were present in

the meeting. In the  Jan
Dardhan meeting held in
the Collectorate meeting
room on Tuesday, applica-
tions of problems and
complaints of people com-
ing from different develop-
ment blocks were taken.
Additional Collector BC
Sahu took the application
and gave instructions to
the officers of various de-
partments for disposal.
Most of applications re-
ceived in Jandarshan
meeting were off getting a
copy of the transfer regis-
ter, providing self-employ-
ment and stopping illegal
action. Chhattisgarh
Chamber of Commerce
and Industries has appre-
ciated the decision to shift
the protest site at Budha
Talab, Raipur  to Nava
Raipur.

Chamber’s state presi-
dent Amar Parwani and
working president Vikram
Singhdeo said that on the
demand of the chamber, the
protest site at Budhapara
has been shifted to Nava
Raipur. This will give relief
to the people.

Collector gave instructions to expedite
disposal of pending cases

p Collector Sourabh
Kumar has given
instructions to the
officers to settle the
pending cases in the
departments at the
earliest.

Raipur, May 12: In order
to maintain peace and secu-
rity in the city, Collector
Sourabh Kumar and Senior
Superintendent of Police
Prashant Kumar Agrawal
took a meeting of senior of-
ficers of the District
Administration and Police
Department at Red Cross
meeting hall located in the
Collectorate premises. The
issue of indefinite and pro-
posed protest venue domi-
nated the meeting.

Collector Sourabh
Kumar discussed with the
officials about the traffic
problem due to protest site
and rally in the coming
days. He directed the rev-
enue and police officers to
maintain constant contact
with each other and said

that people should not face
any kind of problem. A
close watch should also be
kept on anti-social ele-
ments. He asked the Health
Department officials not to
delay the report unneces-
sarily.

At present, only 100 peo-
ple are allowed to stage
dharna at protest site at
Budhapara, Raipur. The
district administration has
not taken any decision re-
garding increasing the
number of protesters. It is

worth mentioning that on
Monday, the BJYM had also
gheraoed the collectorate
demanding to increase the
number. The activists said
that the people of the city
have the right to stage
protest. The number
should also increase.

SSP Prashant Agarwal
took a meeting of the in-
charges of the rural police
station in the control room
located at the Civil Lines of
Raipur. The SSP directed to
take strict action, increase

vigilance and resolve the
pending cases at the earli-
est with immediate resolu-
tion of theft, robbery, ille-
gal liquor sale and property
related disputes in rural po-
lice station areas. The SSP
took a class regarding the
behaviour of the
Thanedars. He instructed
the station in-charges to
improve behaviour and
keep the police station
premises clean as well as
maintain water and basic
facilities.

Main examination
of CGPSC will

start from May 26

Raipur, May 12:
Chhattisgarh Public
Service Commission has
declared the date of State
Service (Main)
Examination-2021. The
exam will be held for four
consecutive days from
May 26 to 29.
Examination centers
have been set up in
Ambikapur, Bilaspur,
Durg-Bhilai, Jagdalpur
and Raipur districts of
the state. The exam will
be offline. The admit card
can be seen on the depart-
mental website on May 15.
Through the State Service
Examination-2021, the
process of recruitment is
going on for a total of 171
posts of Deputy Collector
and others.

Collector-SP took meeting on law and order
In order to maintain
peace and security in
the city, the Collector
and the Senior
Superintendent of
Police took a meeting
at Red Cross meeting
room located in the
Collectorate premises. 

Raipur, May 12: Sai
Darbar at Kota Colony
here celebrated 15th annu-
al festival of Sai Baba

which started from May 08
and concluded on May 10
with pooja, hawan, mass
meal in the afternoon,
bhajan sandhya in the
evening and concluded
with Shej Aarati.

The chief guests of this
programme were
Padmashree Madan
Chauhan, Dada( Sai
Temple Kumhari), Vikas
Upadhyay MLA, Naveen
Jadav, Dileep Nampallivar,
Sameer Pal, Mahendra
Chauhan, Appa Khare,
Yogesh Sahu and residents
of Kota colony, informs
Sai Samiti president
Surya Prakash.
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Raipur, May 12: While
examining the works of
Smart City, MLA Vikas
Upadhyay has advised to
clear the pending works at
the earliest.

P a r l i a m e n t a r y
Secretary and MLA Vikas
Upadhyay reviewed the
works worth 41.98 crore
being done by Smart City
for the development of
Raipur. He asked to main-
tain the quality of works.

A review meeting was
held at the Indoor
Stadium, Budha Talab,
Raipur. Vikas said  that ac-
cording to the wishes of
the residents of Raipur
West assembly constituen-
cy and the general public,
he would leave no stone
unturned to give them

gifts of various construc-
tion works and work con-
tinuously in their interest.
The MLA said that the
construction work of
ponds and gardens is
going on in his constituen-
cy under Smart City, are -
Kari Talab Renovation
work, Green Corridor,

Youth hub and Vending
Zone construction
Anupam Garden, near
Vandana Auto and various
areas. The work of in-
stalling signboards, Jora
Talab Beautification and
Vending Zone and Gadhi
Talab Beautification and
Purification work. He

said that these works
would be completed soon
at a cost of about Rs.36.58
crore.

Apart from this, he di-
rected the smart city offi-
cials to complete develop-
ment works worth about
5.40 crore. Describing the
details of the works, he
said, redevelopment and
beautification of
Municipal Corporation
Garden at Ashok Nagar,
redevelopment work of
Dangnia pond, redevelop-
ment and beautification
of Raipur Agroha Sector-
1 Garden, Redevelopment
and beautification of
Jarwai Talab, Garden be-
hind Gayatri Mandir,

Redevelopment and
Beautification of
Hirapur Colony Garden,
Redevelopment and
Beautification of Kota
Colony Garden,
Redevelopment and
Beautification of
Dumartalab Garden,
Sheetla Talab
Redevelopment work of
Kota Talab, Kota in
Gudhiyari Marg drain
construction work,
Beautification and rede-
velopment works of
Sheetla Talab Ramnagar
will be completed soon.
Top officials of Smart
City Limited were pres-
ent in this review meet-
ing today.

15th annual fest of Sai

Darbar attracts devotees
MLA Vikas Upadhyay reviews works of Smart City

Instructed to com-
plete the incom-
plete work soon

Raipur, May 12: “One lakh
twenty thousand, one lakh
40 thousand, 1 lakh 85 thou-
sand, mine 2 lakh”, were the
voices coming from the
crowd. And any passerby
who didn’t know what is
happening would guess if
there is some auction going
on. But it was no auction,
but the response of the
farmers when Chief
Minister asked them about
the loan waiver they have
received.

On Wednesday, under
Bhent-Mulaqat Abhiyan,
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel visited
Mangarelgarh village of
Surguja district. While ad-
dressing the gathering on
the occasion, Chief
Minister asked the farmers
if any of them has not re-
ceived the benefit of loan

waiver? Even before Chief
Minister could complete his
question, the farmers en-
thusiastically started telling
the amount of their loans
that have been waived off.
Glad to observe the enthusi-
asm and happiness of the
farmers, Chief Minister

congratulated and clapped
for them.

Farmer Ramkumar
Gupta of Patela village told
that his loan of Rs 2 lakh
was waived off, which
brought great relief to him
and his family. Ramkumar
told that after the loan waiv-

er, he could buy a tractor
which helped him do farm-
ing more effeciently and
conveniently. This time he
has sold 500 sacks of paddy
and earned a good profit.
Besides, now he is also
spending more on his chil-
dren’s education.

‘My happiness lies in the prosperity of the farmer’
Raipur, May 12:
Chhattisgarh Council of
Science and Technology
(CCOST), Raipur entered
into a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU)
with Jawaharlal Nehru
Aluminum Research,
Development and Design
Center (JNARDDC),
Ministry of Mines,
Government of India, on
Wednesday for the project
‘Geotechnical Evaluation
of Bauxite Reserves in
Chhattisgarh’.

As a part of this project,
both the institutes will
prepare a district-wise dig-
ital database of laterite
and bauxite deposits using
geo-referenced maps and
conduct geotechnical as-
sessment of bauxite and
laterite deposits located in

Chhattisgarh with the
help of space technology.
The agreement was signed
by Chhattisgarh Council
of Science and
Technology and Regional
Science Center Director
General Dr. S. Karmakar
and JNARDDC Director
Dr. Anupam Agnihotri.

The project will be ex-

tremely beneficial for alu-
minum industry facing
shortage of good grade
raw ore (Bauxite) and
bauxite mining companies
and industries using alu-
minum in various forms
and processes. In addition
to the entrepreneurs deal-
ing in bauxite and laterite
ores, the existing mine

owners and bauxite indus-
tries located in
Chhattisgarh and Central
India will also be benefit-
ed. The database obtained
from state’s new remote
sensing technology and
GIS can be used in any ex-
isting mining companies
and aluminum industries.

CCOST Scientist E-1
M.K. Beg, Scientist C Dr.
Wasim Raza, and Project
Scientist Yudhveer Singh
and Principal Scientist,
JNARDDC, Ministry of
Minerals, Government of
India, Nagpur Dr. Praveen
Bhukte, Secretary Admin
Officer Mr. R. Srinivasan,
Technical Adviser Mr.
Sanjay Wadodkar, and
Scientific Assistant Mr.
Gopal Dware were present
on the occasion.

MoU inked between CCOST and JNARDDC 



Alok Tiwari selected for the
Ch’garh Achiever’s Award

Central Chronicle News

Gourela Pendra
Marwahi, May 12: Alok
Tiwari, the founder of
Hospital-Blood-Medicine
Group, which is called the
lifeline of the region, has
been selected for the
Chhattisgarh Achiever's
Award organized by
Shakuntala Foundation
Chhattisgarh.

It is worth mentioning
that about 5 years ago in
the district Gourela-
Pendra-Marwahi, an organ-
ization named Hospital-
Blood-Medicine was estab-
lished by Alok Tiwari of
Pendra for the noble pur-
pose of donating blood.
Together with the whole
team of hardworking
youths of the region with
the motto of blood dona-
tion- life donation, every-

one started working in the
health service sector. All
facilities like emergency
ambulance service, oxygen
cylinder, wheel chair, hospi-
tal bed are being provided
to the people. Group's
founder Alok Tiwari has
also released the helpline
number 9479119444 and he
has also appealed to the
people to immediately call
anytime anywhere in case
of any emergency.

District Congress president 
retaliates allegation on state govt
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Jagdalpur May 12:
District President Rajeev
Sharma retaliated on the
allegation made by the
state in-charge D.
Purandeshwari on the
state government and said
that the party involved in
horse-trading should not
dare to spread false illu-
sions and the BJP in-
charge which claimed 5 di-
visional meetings, could

not find a single issue
against the Congress gov-
ernment. This is a big suc-
cess of the Congress gov-
ernment, in the last three
and a half years, the oppo-
sition has become issue-
less, he said. BJP has be-
come issueless and leader-
less in Chhattisgarh and
in the upcoming elections
of 2023. BJP is talking
about taking away those 15
years of work which was
completely rejected by the
people with three-fourth
majority. Sharma also
said that the BJP is
spreading confusion by
making false allegations
regarding in-charge of PM
house and vermi compost.
Injustice has been done to
Chhattisgarh by unilater-
ally canceling the accept-
ance of PM housing allot-
ted to Chhattisgarh by the
Central Government.
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Birkoni, May 12: The 10
day night tennis children
's cricket competition was
held in front of Chandi
Gate in village Birkoni on
Monday. Chief guest
Saurabh Chandrakar ,
Janpad Panchayat
President YatendraSahu ,
Sarpanch Tamradhwaj
Nishad , Vishnu Sahu ,
Damodar Chandrakar ,
Ishwar Sahu were present
.

While addressing, the
meet the Chief Guest said
that cricket is a game of
uncertainties, and fighting
ability increases through
this game and also togeth-
er, there is an opportunity
to connect with each
other's feelings and by

such an event the players
of the region get a golden
opportunity to enhance
their hidden talent.

In the 10 -day cricket
competition, 32 teams
from nearby villages and
other districts took part, of
which Target Bhilai XI
won the toss first in the
final match and decided to
bat and scored 170 runs in
10 overs as active

Abhanpur XI were all out
for 50 runs and won by 120
runs . The team of Bhilai
XI who came first, got Rs
50001 as the prize money
and trophy, second  prize of
Rs 25001 and trophy to
Abhanpur XI team, Rs
15001 and trophy to 3rd
winner XI Raipur. Man-of-
the-Match was Eddy and
Man-of-the-series was DJ
Mandalay were also

awarded. On this occasion
Suraj , Loknath , Hirawan
, Jeevan , Vishnu Sahu ,
Anuj , Nohar of Birkoni XI
, Rajesh , Devendra ,
Mohan , P Tumber , Lucky
, Santosh , Harishankar ,
Tarun Sahu , Chandrahas
, Ankit , Devesh , Chhagan
, Kishore , Lokesh ,
Mukesh , Bhi Ma Sahu ,
Tukesh , Liladhar Sahu
were present .
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SECR Bilaspur expands passenger facility

Central Chronicle News

Bilaspur, May 12: The
railway administration is
continuously developing
the passenger facilities in
the stations and trains and
expanding the available fa-
cilities. In this context,
along with the extension of
20 feet wide foot over bridge
of Howrah end up to loco
colony at the other end of
Bilaspur station, second en-
trance, booking office and
parking facilities have been
made available.

The inauguration of this
facility was done on 10th

May 2022 at 11 am in the
presence of the Leader of
Opposition Dharamlal
Kaushik and LS MP Arun
Sao and MLA Shailesh
Pandey and Mayor
Ramsharan Yadav. On this
occasion, apart from public
representatives, Divisional
Railway Manager Alok
Sahai, Senior Divisional
Engineer Rajdhari Yadav,
Chief Medical
Superintendent Dr. AK Das,
Senior Divisional Security
Commissioner Rishi
Kumar Shukla and other
Railway officials and em-
ployees were present. In the

beginning of this launch
program, this facility was
explained in detail by the
Divisional Railway
Manager Alok Sahai dur-
ing the welcome address.
Addressing the program,
Leader of Opposition
Dharamlal Kaushik and LS
MP Arun Saw said that this
dignified ceremony is a his-
toric and happy moment for
the residents of this area.

The residents were con-
gratulated for the availabil-
ity of this facility and the
railway administration
was thanked. Along with
this, he said that with its

availability, passengers liv-
ing at the other end of
Bilaspur station or in loco
colony and Sirgitti area
will get the facility of tick-
eting as well as direct entry
into the station. MLA
Shailesh Pandey and
Mayor Ramsharan Yadav
also addressed the program
and thanked the Railway
Administration for describ-
ing this facility as a great
gift for the people of this
area. The program was
conducted by Senior
Divisional Commercial
Manager/Freight Suskar
Vipul Vilasrao.

Pipeline network to be 
build at a cost of Rs 2.30 cr

Central Chronicle News

Katgi, May 12: Under the
Chief Minister's
Drinking Water Scheme,
Bhoomipujan of water
tank for door-to-door sup-
ply of water was done by
Parliamentary Secretary,
Bilaigarh Assembly
Constituency's popular
MLA Chandradev Roy.

Water tank, pipe line,
house to house tap con-
nection, whose estimated
cost was 2 crore 30 lakh 3
thousand rupees, will
commence soon and
drinking water will reach
homes and this will solve
the problem of water cri-
sis to a great extent, said
Chandradev Roy.

Deputy Sarpanch
Keshav Sahu, who was
presiding the program,
said that making a water
tank is one of the good
works of our villagers be-

cause as soon as the heat
starts coming in May, the
water level from the hand
pump goes down.

On behalf of all the vil-
lagers, I thank the suc-
cessful Chief Minister of
Chhattisgarh Bhupesh
Baghel ji, Water

Resources Minister
Rudra Guru and
Parliamentary Secretary
Chandradev Roy, for ful-
filling our years old de-
mand.

Yudhishthira Nayak
Congress Block President
Sonakhan, Hemant

Dubey MLA
Representative, SDO PHE
Manoj Dokde, Additional
Tasildar Radheshyam
Verma, Patwari Rakesh
Tamrakar, Mandi
Manager Mani Ram
Kaivart, Secretary
Chaitram Tandon, Firat
Ram Panch, Gajendra
Patel, Jawahar Patel,
Santosh Yadav, State Vice
President Motivational
Association, Rama
Kewat, Shiv Kot, Chandra
Ram Yadav, Sanjay, Jan
Mohammad, Santosh
Sahu, Sanjay Kewat,
Ganesh Ram, Durgesh
Sarathi, Monu, Rupesh,
Ajuram, Kholbahradas
Kotwar, Gopal, Latel Ram,
Shyamkaran, Tiharu,
Bhageluram, Ichharam,
Harikishan, Ghanaram
Laxmin Bai, Sulochana,
etc. villagers and
Congress workers were
present.

IGP Pal Raipur Range takes 
meeting of police officers
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Rajim, May 12: Inspector
General of Police Raipur
Range O.P Pal, on his maid-
en visit to Gariaband dis-
trict took a meeting of po-
lice officials and gave strict
instructions to curb crimes
related to women, theft,
cyber, chit fund, ganja, dia-
mond, and illegal liquor in
the district. He asked all
the station in-charges for
brief information regard-
ing the police stations and
discussed with CRPF offi-
cers regarding the Naxal
operations.

O.P Pal was accorded a
warm welcome by
Gariaband Superintendent
of Police J.R. Thakur, ac-

companied by the
customary salute
by police person-
nel's. Common
citizens, especial-
ly poor people,
reach the police
station with a lot
of hope from the
police, make the
complainant feel comfort-
able and listen to the com-
plainant said IGP OP Pal,
while addressing the police
officers.

Every police officer/em-
ployee should take action
in the interest of humanity
and the country, he said.
Talking on guidelines given
for safe and effective Naxal
operation, as well as to in-
crease the mutual relations

between the po-
lice and the pub-
lic through com-
munity policing
in Naxal affected
villages and to
give information
regarding the
benefits of high
a m b i t i o u s

schemes of the govern-
ment, Shri Pal said that
after identifying the anti-
social elements active in
the district, immediate nec-
essary action should be
taken.

Along with this, to main-
tain communal harmony
in the district, it was direct-
ed to maintain proper law
and order during every reli-
gious/social festival. He

also asked the station in-
charges to fix the beat sys-
tem of their police station
areas, as well as to tour
from village to village
through the communing
police system and put a
public chaupal, to solve
cases quickly.

He also asked the offi-
cials to give detailed infor-
mation regarding cyber
fraud, crime related to
women, crime related to
children, crime related to
social media in the village,
so that people are aware
and this type of crime can
be reduced. During the
meeting all the gazetted of-
ficers of the district, CRPF
officers and station in-
charges were present.

Divyangjan Help Camp conducted by district administration
Central Chronicle News

Baikunthpur, May 12:
Divyangjan Help Camp, a
sensitive initiative of the
district administration,
whose focus has been to
provide necessary docu-
ments and accessories to
the differently abled in the
district, so that the
Divyangjan can be facili-
tated in daily life and to
take advantage of govern-
ment schemes, is getting
rare acclaims.

This innovative initia-
tive of the administration
got a positive response
from the people, as a result
of which 660 Divyangjans
having more than 40 per-
cent disability were easily
made Disability
Certificate and UDID after
testing the disability in
the camp held in the dis-
trict and reaching the ben-
eficiaries to their homes.

During his visit to the
school for blind children,
various needs related to

Divyangjan came to the
notice of Collector Shri
Kuldeep Sharma, and
after which the Collector
directed to start camps for
the help of Divyangjans in
the district. In the month
of April last, applications
were taken by organizing
camps in all the develop-
ment blocks and as far as

possible; they were re-
solved on the spot. A total
of 09 camps were organ-
ized in the district under
the guidance of Collector
Mr. Sharma. Divyangjan,
who arrived with the ap-
plication of necessary
documents and equip-
ment in large number, ap-
plied for Aadhar card,

pension, disability certifi-
cate, UDID card, acces-
sories, which have been
resolved.

Collector Sharma him-
self took a follow-up on
the solution. After the doc-
uments were prepared on
the instructions of the
Collector, the local admin-
istration went door-to-

door and provided docu-
ments to the Divyangjans.
While resolving the appli-
cations for Aadhar card
received in the camp,
Aadhar cards have been
provided to 177
Divyangjans. For father of
7-year-old Ansh, happi-
ness knew no bounds
when the district adminis-
tration team reached his
house with the Aadhar
card.

Ansh's father got emo-
tional and thanked the dis-
trict administration team
and said that with the cre-
ation of Aadhar card, now
the son will also be able to
get the benefits of the
schemes of the govern-
ment. Along with the ap-
plication of necessary
documents, assistive de-
vices were also provided
in the Divyangjan Help
Camps. In the camps, 90
Divyangjans were provid-
ed with essential aids like
sticks, crutches, wheel-
chairs, hearing aids.

Formation of Rajiv Yuva
Mitan Club in Gobra
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Anwari, May 12: Rajiv
Yuva Mitan Club was
formed in the village pan-
chayat in Gobra village, in
which Janak Sahu was
elected unanimously as
President, Vice President

Pritesh Sahu, Chiteshwar
Sahu, Treasurer
Dhananjay Sahu Secretary
and Jeetendra, Doman Lal
were made joint secre-
taries. Sarpanch Savitri
Sahu, Deputy Sarpanch
Beniram Sahu, Secretary
Secretary Tularam Sahu,

Nodal Officer Kishore
Kumbhaj were present in
the club formation. Also, all
the members who came in
the formation gave their co-
operation. Congratulations
and best wishes to all the of-
fice bearers poured in from
the village fraternity.

Dr Khan conducts meeting of Congress in Vidisha

Central Chronicle News

Bilaspur, May 12:
"Congress organizational
polls will be conducted as
per the decisions taken
and at stipulated time,"
said Chhattisgarh State
Congress Minorities
Department state vice
president and Vidisha dis-
trict election officer Dr
Hamidullah Khan while
chairing a meeting of
Congress committee.

Dr Khan conducted this
meeting at the circuit
house in which all
Congress office bearers
and members were pres-
ent. Dr Khan mentioned
that in the earlier consti-
tuted blocks, organiza-
tional polls will first be
initiated.

Further Dr Khan ap-
prised that he will tour all
the districts which fall
under this VS segment
and discuss with all the
workers and office bearers
about the organizational
polls. After the meeting
many party office bearers
and activists met Dr Khan
separately and discussed
in details about organiza-

tional matters.
It needs to be mentioned

here, as per the recom-
mendation of AICC presi-
dent Sonia Gandhi,
Congress National
Election Authority presi-
dent Madhusudan Mistry
has appointed senior
Congress leader, social
worker and vice president
of Chhattisgarh State

Congress Minority
Department  Dr Hamid
Ullah  Khan as its election
observer for Vidhisha dis-
trict. The meeting was at-
tended by DCC Vidisha
president Nishank Jain,
MLA Sashank Bhargav,
former DCC president
Mehatab Singh Yadav and
other Congress office bear-
ers and workers.

In connection with organizational polls

10 day night tennis cricket 
competition concluded 

CELEBRATION

Students celebrate after announcement of Gujarat Secondary and Higher Secondary
Education Board (GSHSEB) science stream exam results, at a school in Surat,
Thursday.

INTERNATIONAL NURSES DAY

Nurses of Global Hospital click a selfie on the occasion of International Nurses Day in Mumbai, Thursday
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Man arrested
i New Delhi: A 37-year-

old man was arrested
for allegedly molest-
ing and stalking a girl
in Shahdara district
here, police said on
Thursday. He was
identified as Irfan
Khan, a local, and
works as a private ac-
countant. He is mar-
ried with three chil-
dren, police said. The
13-year-old victim had
on May 7 lodged a po-
lice complaint alleg-
ing that Khan had
been stalking her for
few days and that he
also molested her
while she was en
route to tuition class-
es. After the girl ap-
prised her parents
about the issue, they
accompanied her to
her tution classes.
They stood some dis-
tance away as Khan
approached their
daughter and caught
him red-handed, R
Sathiyasundaram,
Deputy
Commissioner of
Police (Shahdara)
said.

Man held 
i New Delhi: A 24-year-

old man was arrested
for allegedly attacking
a fruit-seller with a
knife over old enmity
in Delhi’s Prashant
Vihar area, police
said. The accused has
been identified as
Bhola Shankar, also a
fruit-seller and a resi-
dent of Uttar
Pradesh’s Aligarh dis-
trict, they said.On
Monday, the police got
information about a
quarrel and after
reaching the spot
found an injured man,
identified as Sonu
Kumar (22). He was
was shifted to the BSA
hospital, a senior po-
lice officer said. In his
statement, the man
said he and the ac-
cused sold fruits, the
officer said.

4 CBI officers arrested
i New Delhi: The

Chandigarh Police
has arrested four
Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) of-
ficers for allegedly
conducting a fake raid
on an IT firm there to
extort money, officials
said on Thursday.
These four accused of-
ficers had allegedly
gone to Chandigarh
on Wednesday to con-
duct a “search” even
when they are not
posted there and had
no case or mandate
for such an operation,
they said. The employ-
ees of the firm
smelled rat in the con-
duct of the officers,
rounded them up and
called police, the offi-
cials here said. Senior
CBI officials said as
part of the agency’s
zero-tolerance to-
wards corruption pol-
icy, strictest possible
action will be initiated
against the accused of-
ficials.

Road crash 
i Noida: Five people,

including four from
Maharashtra and
one from Karnataka,
were killed in a road
crash on the Yamuna
Expressway in Uttar
Pradesh’s Greater
Noida on Thursday
morning, police said.
Two other people
who were along with
the deceased in an
SUV have been hos-
pitalised with in-
juries after the 5 am
road crash, the police
said. UP Chief
Minister Yogi
Adityanath has ex-
pressed grief over
the incident and di-
rected Gautam
Buddh Nagar district
officials to ensure
proper treatment to
those injured.

Udaipur, May 12 (PTI):

The Congress is and
will have to remain the
“pivot” around which an
anti-BJP coalition is
formed and a “UPA plus
plus’’ formation would be
the “best one” to take on
the BJP-led NDA in the
2024 general elections,
senior Congress leader
Sachin Pilot said on
Thursday. In an interview
with PTI ahead of the
party’s ‘Chintan Shivir’
starting here on Friday,
Pilot asserted that formu-
lating a successful elec-

toral strategy would be a
top agenda point at the
three-day brainstorming
session. Accusing the rul-
ing BJP of diverting peo-
ple’s attention from the
real issues, he said “some
fringe elements” are try-
ing to change the name of
some monuments and
roads. He questioned
whether the demands of
renaming the Qutub
Minar or the Taj Mahal
are more important than
reducing the “skyrocket-
ing” prices of petrol,
diesel, cooking gas and
food items. “These are is-

sues brought out in com-
plete desperation to ma-
nipulate the narrative and
to pull the wool over peo-
ple’s eyes at a time when
lemon is Rs 300 a kg, cylin-
der is at Rs 1,000 and
petrol at around Rs 125.
There is chaos in the fis-
cal management, and the
economic policies of the
government have been a
monumental failure and
there is no accountability
in the government,” Pilot
said.

Asked about his expec-
tations from the ‘Chintan
Shivir’, the former
Rajasthan deputy chief
minister said the idea is to
brainstorm, evolve a fresh
blueprint, reboot the
party’s messaging and in-
corporate those changes
moving forward so that
the organisation can be
revamped and be pre-
pared to take on future po-
litical challenges.

“To my mind the shivir
will be extremely useful
and outcome-oriented.

Congress will be ‘central pillar’ of anti-BJP
formation for 2024 polls: Sachin Pilot

New Delhi, May 12 (PTI):

Civic authorities on
Thursday carried out anti-
encroachment drives in
various part of the city,
with locals and Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) sup-
porters staging a protest
in Madanpur Khadar to
stop demolition of struc-
tures, which they claimed
were legal.

While the South Delhi
Municipal Corporation
(SDMC) removed illegal
and temporary structures
in Madanpur Khadar and
Dhirsen Marg, the North
Delhi Municipal
Corporation (NDMC) took
action in Rohini and Karol
Bagh.

AAP MLA Amantullah

Khan reached Kanchan
Kunj in Madanpur Khadar
and started protesting
against the drive along
with supporters and lo-
cals, with some of them
raising anti-BJP slogans.

Delhi’s three municipal
corporations — SDMC,
NDMC and East Delhi
Municipal Corporation —
are BJP ruled.

In Madanpur Khadar,
the south civic body is de-
molishing a building that

they said was built illegal-
ly. The fresh actions are
part of a series of anti-en-
croachment drives by the
civic bodies since April-
mid. On April 16, the exer-
cise to remove illegal
structures was undertak-
en in Jahangirpuri. In the
following days, it was car-
ried out in areas such as
New Friends Colony,
Dwarka, Najafgarh and
Lodhi Colony. On Monday
too, during a drive at

Shaheen Bagh, AAP’s
Amantullah Khan had
staged a protest and a com-
plaint was registered
against him for obstruct-
ing officials from carrying
out the exercise.

In the north, a senior
NDMC official said, “We
have got the police and
other personnel, and anti-
encroachment drive is
being run in areas in
Rohini and Karol Bagh
zones.”

A stretch on the K N
Katju Marg in Rohini is
being cleared of illegal
temporary structures
while in Patel Nagar, ac-
tion is being taken in
Prem Gali, he said.

In Madanpur Khadar,
Khan said the drive is
against the poor and ap-
pealed to his supporters to
reach Kanchan Kunj for
the protest.

Civic authorities carry out anti-encroachment drives

Mumbai, May 12 (PTI):

The Maharashtra Anti
Corruption Bureau (ACB)
has issued a lookout circu-
lar against businessman
Jitendra Navlani, who is
accused of accepting over
Rs 58.96 crore from various
private companies by using
the names of Enforcement
Directorate (ED) officials.

Reacting to the develop-
ment, Shiv Sena MP Sanjay
Raut, who had made allega-
tions that Navlani has ex-
torted crores of rupees
from builders and busi-
nessmen at the behest of
ED officials, sought to

know if the accused has
fled the country, and said
that in case he has done so,
then “some powerful peo-
ple” have helped him es-
cape.

“The ACB has issued the
lookout circular against
Navlani,” an official said
on Thursday.

The action came days
after the ACB registered an
FIR against Navlani and
others under sections of
the Prevention of
Corruption Act for collect-
ing money from various
businessmen by using
names of the ED officials.

“After the registration of
the FIR, Navlani went un-
traceable and also did not
respond to the summons is-
sued by the ACB, following
which the agency issued a
LOC (lookout circular)

against him,” the official
said. The FIR, registered in
the first week of May, said
that Navlani had collected
around Rs 58.96 crore be-
tween 2015 and 2021.
Navlani, a resident of
Colaba Causeway in south
Mumbai, and others used
the names of ED officials
and accepted money from
various private companies
as consultancy fees or unse-
cured loans through shell
companies, the ACB had
earlier claimed.

They allegedly promised
these firms to help them in
their dealings with the gov-
ernment, it said. In March,
Sanjay Raut had alleged
that Navlani has extorted
crores of rupees from
builders and businessmen
at the behest of ED 
officials.

Maha ACB issues lookout circular
against businessman

Rourkela, May 12 (PTI):

ranes lifting heavy ma-
terial, dusty roads leading
up to the site, people in
safety jackets and helmets
doing their work amid
heaps of sand and cement
lying scattered all over the
place. There are ample
signs that the construction
of the country’s largest

hockey stadium is in full
swing.

Come January next
year, the Birsa Munda
International Hockey
Stadium in Odisha’s trib-
al-dominated Sundargarh
district will be packed to
the rafters during the FIH
Men’s Hockey World Cup.

As many as 20,000 sup-
porters will be rooting for

the Indian hockey team,
which is riding high on
the Tokyo Olympics suc-
cess and will seek to not
only better the quarterfi-
nal finish in the 2018 edi-
tion in Bhubaneswar, but
also win the showpiece
event.

The work at the stadium
on the outskirts of
Rourkela city started in
June last year and it is
going on round the clock
as officials battle to com-
plete it within the dead-
line. Normally, it takes
around 18-24 months to
build a stadium of this size.
“But, we designed and
planned it in such a way so
that we can save time in en-
gineering and the conven-
tional construction part,”
Sports Department infra-
structure consultant
Swagat Singh said.

Colosseum in cradle: India’s largest
hockey stadium in Sundargarh

Rampur (UP), May 12 (PTI):

A special MP-MLA
court here issued non-
bailable warrants
against the son and wife
of Samajwadi Party
leader Azam Khan in a
fake birth certificate
case.

SP MLA Abdullah
Azam Khan and his
mother Tazin Fatma
were issued the warrants
for non-appearance in
the court in his fake
birth certificate case,
District government ad-
vocate Arun Saxena said.
The next hearing of the
case will be held on 
May 16.

BJP leader Akash
Saxena had filed the case

in 2019 at Ganj police sta-
tion in Rampur in con-
nection with the issue of
fake birth certificate to
Abdullah Azam Khan.

On Wednesday, during
the hearing in the said
case, the witnesses pres-
ent in the court could not
be examined as Abdullah
and his mother Tazin
Fatma were not present.

The duo sought exemp-
tion from appearance,
which the court rejected
and issued non-bailable
warrants against the
two.

Abdullah Azam won
from the Swar seat of
Rampur for the second
consecutive time in the
recently concluded as-
sembly elections.

Non-bailable warrants against
Azam Khan’s son, wife in fake

birth certificate case

p protests in
Madanpur Khadar

Kolkata, May 12 (PTI):

West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata
Banerjee on Thursday
said there is a need to cre-
ate more districts in the
state for expediting devel-
opment work, but it has
been constrained by lack
of manpower and infra-
structure.

Speaking at a meeting
with West Bengal Civil
Service officers at the ren-
ovated Town Hall here, she
said the area of the exist-
ing 23 districts in the state

is vast, so there is a need to
divide them and increase
the number.

The state needs more
manpower and infrastruc-
ture for this purpose.

“We need to divide the
districts as these are very
large. The state will have
more districts. This will
help expedite development
work, she said.

The chief minister also
accused the Centre of not
releasing funds to the
state.

“I came to know that the
Centre has not released
funds for 100-day work
since December last year.
Tell me, how people will
work if they are not paid.
The central government
collects revenue from
states and shares a meagre
part of it, Banerjee said at
the meeting.

Mamata bats for creation
of more districts in Bengal

New Delhi, May 12 (PTI):

The country’s first “Amrit
Sarovar” will be inaugurat-
ed by Union minister
Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi and
Uttar Pradesh Jal Shakti
Minister Swatantra Dev
Singh at Rampur in Uttar
pradesh on Friday.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi had called for having
at least 75 ponds in every
district in the 75th year of
India’s Independence, call-
ing them ‘Amrit Sarovar’.

In a statement, Naqvi

said participation and coop-
eration of the common peo-
ple, villagers and prompt-
ness of panchayat and the
district administration
have played an important
role in opening of this
grand pond in a very short
time.

He noted that in his
“Mann Ki Baat” pro-
gramme last month, Modi
had mentioned about this
pond. The prime minister
had noted that the place
was full of garbage but with
the local people’s help the
dirty pond has been trans-
formed. Naqvi said the
pond will not only help in
protecting the environment
and conserving water but
will also be an attraction for
people. Along with various
amusements, boating will
also be available in this
pond, he added.

Country’s first ‘Amrit Sarovar’
comes up in Rampur: Naqvi

p Accused of taking
money in name 
of ED officials

Consumers to have online, offline routes
to opt for or out of power subsidy

New Delhi, May 12 (PTI):

Consumers here will be
given both online and of-
fline options to opt for or
out of the power subsidy
given by the Delhi govern-
ment on monthly con-
sumption of up to 400
units of electricity, offi-
cials said.

Last week, Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal
had announced that con-
sumers will be provided
power subsidy if they de-
mand it.

The decision to allow fi-
nancially able consumers
to opt out of the subsidy
scheme was taken by the
government after receiv-
ing suggestions from peo-
ple that the money saved
could be spent on build-
ing schools and hospitals,
he had said. The modali-

ties for registration of
consumers for subsidy is
likely to be finalised by
the month-end.

The department is also
consulting with power
discoms (distribution
companies) to make the
registration process
smooth, officials said on
Wednesday.

Since a majority of
over 80 per cent con-
sumers pay their electric-
ity bill online, there will
be usual platforms of dis-
com portals and apps for
registering to opt in or
out of the subsidy
scheme, a power depart-
ment official said.

However, those not
using the online mode
will be free to do so by fill-
ing up forms and submit-
ting it at discom offices,
the official said.
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BRITIAN ROYAL FAMILY

From left, Britains Princess Anne, the Princess Royal, left, Prince Charles and Camilla,
the Duchess of Cornwall walk down the stairs, during a Royal Garden Party, held at
Buckingham Palace, in London.

BRIEF
Lockdown

Seoul: North Korea
imposed a nationwide
lockdown Thursday to
control its first ac-
knowledged COVID-19
outbreak after hold-
ing for more than two
years to a widely
doubted claim of a
perfect record keep-
ing out the virus that
has spread to nearly
every place in the
world. The outbreak
forced leader Kim
Jong Un to wear a
mask in public likely
for the first time since
the start of the pan-
demic, but the scale of
transmissions inside
North Korea wasn’t
immediately known.
A failure to slow infec-
tions could have seri-
ous consequences be-
cause the country has
a poor health care sys-
tem and its 26 million
people are believed to
be mostly unvaccinat-
ed. Some experts say
the North, by its rare
admission of an out-
break, may be seeking
outside aid.

Fiery critic 
Hong Kong: Cardinal
Joseph Zen, the 90-
year-old Catholic cler-
ic arrested by Hong
Kong police on nation-
al security charges,
has long been a fiery
critic of Beijing’s con-
trol of religion and po-
litical monopoly,
along with efforts by
the Vatican to reach a
working arrangement
with the ruling
Communist Party. Zen
left a police station on
bail Wednesday night
following his arrest
alongside other for-
mer trustees of the
612 Humanitarian
Support Fund, which
provides assistance to
people arrested dur-
ing 2019 anti-govern-
ment protests. The
former Hong Kong
archbishop has not
yet commented on his
arrest.

15 killed
Karachi: At least 15
people were killed
and several others in-
jured when a truck
had a head-on colli-
sion with a passenger
van in southern
Pakistan on Tuesday,
officials said. The ac-
cident occurred on
the Indus Highway in
Sindh province. Local
Deputy
Commissioner
Fariduddin Mustafa
told mediapersons
that the vehicles col-
lided on a section of
the highway where
construction work
was going on. It was a
turning point where
the collision took
place as the truck was
returning from a coal
mine and heading for
Sehwan (Jamshoro
District, Sindh) when
it came in contact
with the van coming
from Kandiaro
(Naushahro Feroze
District, Sindh) and
going to Karachi, he
said.

Beijing, May 12 (AP):

China’s leaders are
struggling to reverse an
economic slump without
giving up anti-virus tac-
tics that shut down
Shanghai and other cities,
adding to challenges for
President Xi Jinping as he
tries to extend his time in
power.

The ruling Communist
Party has declared its
zero-COVID goal of pre-
venting all infections
takes priority over the
economy. It is a decision

with global implications
and comes despite warn-
ings by experts including
the head of the World
Health Organization that
the goal might be unattain-
able.

We don’t think it is sus-
tainable, the WHO direc-
tor-general, Tedros
Adhanom Ghebreyesus,
said Tuesday.

China kept infection
numbers low until early
this year with a strategy
that shut down cities, but
entailed soaring costs.
Beijing has switched to dy-

namic clearing that seals
buildings or neighbour-
hoods if infections are
found. But with thousands
of new cases of the highly
infectious omicron vari-
ant reported every day,
that keeps most of
Shanghai’s 25 million peo-
ple at home. Big parts of
Beijing and other cities
with tens of millions of
people also are closed.

That is disrupting man-
ufacturing and hampering
the global flow of goods
from smartphones to iron
ore, increasing inflation

risks in the United States
and Europe. Consumer
spending is weak, chilling
Chinese demand for im-
ports.

The ruling party is
promising tax refunds and
other aid to struggling en-
trepreneurs that Beijing
counts on to create jobs
and wealth. Premier Li
Keqiang, the No. 2 leader,
warned last week the em-
ployment situation is com-
plex and grim.

On Wednesday, Li called
during a Cabinet meeting
for officials to focus spend-
ing and credit policies on
preventing job losses, state
TV and the official Xinhua
News Agency reported.
They gave no details of
possible new initiatives.

Despite promises of aid,
forecasters say economic
growth in the current
quarter will fall as low as
1.8% over a year ago from
an anemic 4.8% in the last
quarter. Growth for the
full year is forecast as low
as 3.8%, below the ruling
party’s official 5.5% target
and less than half of 2021’s
8.1% expansion.

China fights economic slump,
sticks to costly ‘zero COVID’

Washington, May 12 (PTI):

Two influential
American Senators and
seven Congressmen at-
tended a first-of-its-kind
exhibition on various
facets of Hinduism at the
US Capitol this week.

The exhibition offered
a platform to explore a
wide range of topics such
as yoga, ayurveda, dhar-
ma, mathematics, archi-
tecture, arts, sciences and
the present-day global
presence of Hinduism.

The “Darshana A
Glimpse into the Hindu
Civilisation” exhibition
was held at the US
Capitol on May 10 and

May 11 as part of a year-
long nationwide Hindu
Dharma Awareness
Campaign, a media re-
lease said.

US lawmakers attend 1st-of-its-kind 
exhibition on Hinduism at US Capitol

Islamabad, May 12 (PTI):

Pakistan Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif has met his
elder brother and former
premier Nawaz Sharif in
London and briefed him on
key political, economic and
administrative issues fac-
ing the cash-strapped coun-
try.

Shehbaz, accompanied
by a group of senior lead-
ers of his Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz (PML-N)
party, travelled to London
on a private trip on
Wednesday.

In a statement issued on
Wednesday, Information
Minister Marriyum
Aurangzeb said the meet-
ing reviewed in detail the
steps taken by the govern-
ment since it came to
power last month and con-
sidered recommendations
to save the public from in-
flation and power outages.

The PML-N delegation

dashed to London as politi-
cal and economic pressure
mounted on the govern-
ment which is expecting or-
ganised protests by ousted
premier Imran Khan who
is demanding early elec-
tions. Marriyum said an-
other meeting has been
scheduled for Thursday
during which concrete de-
cisions are expected to
steer the country out of
trouble, the Dawn newspa-
per reported. The meeting
would approve a strategy to
steer the country out of

economic and constitution-
al crises. All decisions
would be announced with
the support of the coalition
parties, she said in a state-
ment. The UK visit marked
the Sharif brothers’ first
in-person meeting since
March 2020. Other London-
based party figures were
also present at the meeting
which was held at an undis-
closed location, the report
said.

Shehbaz Sharif ’s10-mem-
ber delegation included
Defence Minister Khawaja

Asif, Information Minister
Marriyum Aurangzeb,
Planning Minister Ahsan
Iqbal, Power Minister
Khurram Dastagir,
Finance Minister Miftah
Ismail and Railways
Minister Khawaja Saad
Rafiq.

A video clip showed
Nawaz Sharif, 72, patting
his younger brother. A
photo of the prime minis-
ter hugging his 70-year-old
younger brother was also
shared. Another photo
showed the two Sharifs
chairing the meeting.

The bigger concern is the
deteriorating economic sit-
uation and the inability to
control the prices of daily
items used by common citi-
zens. Khan lashed out at
the trip, saying at a public
meeting on Tuesday that
the entire cabinet was
going to meet a “corrupt
and convicted” person, that
too on taxpayers’ money.

Pak PM Shehbaz Sharif meets
elder brother Nawaz in London

United Nations, May 12 (AP):

The United States clashed
with China and Russia  over
their strong opposition to the
US push for new UN sanc-
tions on North Korea over its
missile and nuclear pro-
grams.

The debate at a UN
Security Council meeting put
a spotlight on the enormous
gap between the two sides
and the near impossible task
the Biden administration
faces in trying to get the coun-
cil to adopt a new sanctions
resolution. China and Russia
both have veto power and say
they want to see new talks
and not more punishment
for the North. US
Ambassador Linda
Thomas-Greenfield, this
month’s council president
who called the meeting, said
the Security Council can’t
wait until North Korea con-
ducts additional provoca-
tive, illegal, dangerous acts
— like a nuclear test. She

said the Democratic People’s
Republic of Korea — the
country’s official name — has
conducted 17 ballistic missile
launches so far this year.
Assistant UN Secretary-
General Khaled Khiari told
the council that North Korea
has launched more missiles
in the past five months than
in the prior two years com-
bined.

The council imposed sanc-
tions after the North’s first
nuclear test explosion in 2006
and tightened them over the
years seeking to rein in its
nuclear and ballistic missile
programs and cut off fund-

ing. But Thomas-Greenfield
said that for the last four
years, two members — a clear
reference to China and
Russia — have blocked every
attempt to enforce the sanc-
tions and update the list of in-
dividuals, companies and
other entities subject to asset
freezes and travel bans. In the
sanctions resolution adopted
in December 2017, the
Security Council committed
to further restricting petrole-
um exports to North Korea if
it conducted a ballistic mis-
sile launch capable of reach-
ing intercontinental ranges,
Thomas-Greenfield said.

US clashes with China and Russia

over North Korea sanctions

Washington, May 12 (AP):

President Joe Biden will
appeal for a renewed inter-
national commitment to at-
tacking COVID-19 as he con-
venes the second global
COVID-19 summit at a time
when faltering resolve at
home jeopardises that glob-
al response.

Eight months after he
used the first such summit
to announce an ambitious
pledge to donate 1.2 billion
vaccine doses to the world,
the urgency of the U.S. and
other nations to respond
has waned.

Momentum on vaccina-

tions and treatments has
faded even as new, more in-
fectious variants rise and
billions across the globe re-
main unprotected.
Congress has refused to
meet Biden’s request to pro-
vide another 22.5 billion in
what he has called critically
needed aid funding. The
White House said Biden

will address the opening of
the virtual summit
Thursday morning with
prerecorded remarks and
will make the case that ad-
dressing COVID-19 must re-
main an international pri-
ority. The U.S. is co-hosting
the summit along with
Germany, Indonesia,
Senegal and Belize.

Biden co-hosting 2nd COVID summit 
as world’s resolve falters

T he world is creep-
ing closer to the

warming threshold in-
ternational agreements
are trying to prevent,
with nearly a 50-50
chance that Earth will
temporarily hit that
temperature mark with-
in the next five years,
teams of meteorologists
across the globe predict-
ed. With human-made
climate change continu-
ing, there's a 48%
chance that the globe
will reach a yearly aver-
age of 1.5 degrees
Celsius (2.7 degrees
Fahrenheit) above pre-
industrial levels of the
late 1800s at least once
between now and 2026, a
bright red signal in cli-
mate change negotia-
tions and science, a
team of 11 different
forecast centres predict-
ed for the World
Meteorological
Organisation late
Monday.

The odds are inching up
along with the thermometer.
Last year, the same forecast-
ers put the odds at closer to
40% and a decade ago it was
only 10%. The team, coordi-
nated by the United
Kingdom's Meteorological
Office, in their five-year gen-
eral outlook said there is a
93% chance that the world
will set a record for hottest
year by the end of 2026. They
also said there's a 93%
chance that the five years
from 2022 to 2026 will be the
hottest on record.
Forecasters also predict the
devastating fire-prone
megadrought in the US
Southwest will keep going.

We're going to see contin-
ued warming in line with
what is expected with cli-
mate change, said UK Met
Office senior scientist Leon
Hermanson, who coordinat-
ed the report. These fore-
casts are big picture global
and regional climate predic-
tions on a yearly and season-
al time scale based on long
term averages and state of
the art computer simula-
tions. They are different
than increasingly accurate
weather forecasts that pre-
dict how hot or wet a certain
day will be in specific places.

But even if the world hits
that mark of 1.5 degrees
above pre-industrial times
the globe has already
warmed about 1.1 degrees (2
degrees Fahrenheit) since
the late 1800s that's not quite
the same as the global
threshold first set by inter-
national negotiators in the
2015 Paris agreement. In
2018, a major United Nations
science report predicted dra-
matic and dangerous effects
on people and the world if

warming exceeds 1.5 de-
grees.

The global 1.5 degree
threshold is about the world
being that warm not for one
year, but over a 20- or 30- year
time period, several scien-
tists said. This is not what
the report predicts.
Meteorologists can only tell
if Earth hits that average
mark years, maybe a decade
or two, after it is actually
reached there because it is a
long term average,
Hermanson said.

This is a warning of what
will be just average in a few
years, said Cornell
University climate scientist
Natalie Mahowald, who was-
n't part of the forecast
teams. The prediction
makes sense given how
warm the world already is
and an additional tenth of a
degree Celsius (nearly two-
tenths of a degree
Fahrenheit) is expected be-
cause of human-caused cli-
mate change in the next five
years, said climate scientist
Zeke Hausfather of the tech
company Stripe and
Berkeley Earth, who wasn't
part of the forecast teams.

Add to that the likelihood
of a strong El Nino the natu-
ral periodic warming of
parts of the Pacific that
alter world weather which
could toss another couple
tenths of a degree on top
temporarily and the world
gets to 1.5 degrees. The
world is in the second
straight year of a La Nina,
the opposite of El Nino,
which has a slight global
cooling effect but isn't
enough to counter the over-
all warming of heat-trap-
ping gases spewed by the
burning of coal, oil and nat-

ural gas, scientists said. The
five-year forecast says that
La Nina is likely to end late
this year or in 2023.

The greenhouse effect
from fossil fuels is like put-
ting global temperatures on
a rising escalator. El Nino,
La Nina and a handful of
other natural weather varia-
tions are like taking steps
up or down on that escala-
tor, scientists said. On a re-
gional scale, the Arctic will
still be warming during the
winter at rate three times
more than the globe on aver-
age. While the American
Southwest and southwest-
ern Europe are likely to be
drier than normal the next
five years, wetter than nor-
mal conditions are expected
for Africa's often arid Sahel
region, northern Europe,
northeast Brazil and
Australia, the report pre-
dicted.

The global team has been
making these predictions
informally for a decade and
formally for about five
years, with greater than
90% accuracy, Hermanson
said.NASA top climate sci-
entist Gavin Schmidt said
the figures in this report are
a little warmer than what
the NASA and National
Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration use. He also
had doubts about skill level
on long-term regional pre-
dictions. Regardless of what
is predicted here, we are
very likely to exceed 1.5 de-
grees C in the next decade or
so, but it doesn't necessarily
mean that we are committed
to this in the long term or
that working to reduce fur-
ther change is not worth-
while, Schmidt said in an
email.

Chronicle
C E N T R A L

Since  1974  Volume  10  No. 43

India’s power crisis 
The power crisis, which

India has been facing now
possibly like never before,
is due to the combination
of reduced coal supplies
and a failure of an effec-
tive policy measure by the
Ministry of Power at the
Centre. But we need to ac-
cept the fact that in the
last financial year, India's
domestic coal supplies
were plagued by the sec-
ond wave of Covid-19,
which was followed by
heavy monsoon rains. For
a country which is wholly
reliant on coal and still in
the process of recovery
from the pandemic, issues
with supply of coal must
have been handled effec-
tively well in advance by
the ministry. It is likely
that India's vast popula-
tion and the underdevel-
oped energy infrastruc-
ture will make the power
crisis harder and make it
last for much longer. In
the present crisis situa-
tion, it is unlikely that
many of the thermal
power plants that are shut
down in the country or
working on very low ca-
pacities, will come on
steam immediately. And
with international coal
prices hitting the roof, im-
porting coal will certainly
cost India a bomb.

Ranganathan
Sivakumar, via mail

Zero tolerance 
In his speech our Chief

Minister very strongly ad-
vocated for zero tolerance
against crimes by the
State police on the historic
day of presentation of the
President's Colour award
to the Assam Police at the
Nehru Stadium,
Guwahati. It was none
other than Union Home
Minister Amit Shah who
graced the occasion as the
chief guest. Zero tolerance
against crimes was the
need of the hour which
we, the law-abiding citi-
zens, felt for decades was
not properly addressed by
the then Governments at
Dispur due to certain com-
pulsions to be in power.
Naturally the zero toler-
ance of State police has in-
creased the number of en-
counters with the dreaded
criminals which, in turn,
has brought down the
crime graph drastically.
The compulsive opposi-
tions will no doubt have to
react for their political
survival by questioning
the need of the number of
police encounters in the
State. It is clear as daylight
that few former Ministers
of the then Governments
under UPA were in hand
in glove with some drug
peddlers and poachers.
Hat's off to Assam Police!

Dr Ashim Chowdhury,
via mail

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

WHAT THEY TWEET!

RRaakkuull  SSiinngghh
@@RRaakkuullpprreeeett

5 million twitter family
thankyou so much for all
the love .. Each one of u is
extremely special Also On
this special occasion I
hope that all of us spread
positivity , love , share and
care for each another ! Let
their be no place for
hatred 

cchheetteesshhwwaarr  ppuujjaarraa
@@cchheetteesshhwwaarr11

There's no bigger joy than relax-
ing and rejuvenating in the lap
of Mother Nature

NNaarreennddrraa  MMooddii@@nnaarreennddrraammooddii

Nurses play a vital role in keeping our
planet healthy. Their dedication and
compassion is exemplary. International
Nurses Day is a day to reiterate our
appreciation to all nursing staff for their
exceptional work even in the most chal-
lenging of situations.

AAnnuuppaamm  KKhheerr
@@AAnnuuppaammPPKKhheerr

Privileged to be one of the
authors of this powerful
book ‘Modi@20: Dreams
meet Delivery’! The book got
launched in Delhi. I had the
honour to get it autographed
earlier by PM @naren-
dramodi ji.Please pick up a
copy to know more about
the enigma popularly called

#Modi! Jai Ho!

DDrr..  SSuuddhhaannsshhuu  TTrriivveeddii@@SSuuddhhaannsshhuuTTrriivveedd

Had an interaction with Students at Princeton University, New Jersey, USA in an  initiative by @Lead_India

MMuuggddhhaa  DDeesshhmmuukkhh
@@TThhaattGGiirrllIInn3300ss

I am vaccinated as I would like
to believe in science but I also
believe in freedom of choice.
Your body your choice.

T he current wave of  protests in Sri Lanka is a result of people’s
rage prompted by their suffering due to economic hardships.

Suppressive actions would inevitably be counter productive as Sri Lanka
is now in astate of emergency and chaos, thanks to power-hungry heads
of the Government who are determined to remainin power even by shed-
ding the blood of the innocent, and with the law enforcement authorities
and defense forces having forgotten that they serve the people and not a
Government. After widespread violence in Sri Lanka, when pro-govern-
ment forces allegedly attacked peaceful protestors in Colombo and pro-
testers retaliated by setting politicians’ houses on fire, the government
–particularly the Rajapaksas – are facing flak for trying to violently sup-
press protests instead of responding to people’s demands. If this contin-
ues, Sri Lanka will not be able to even imagine what will become of pub-
lic security, the rule of  law, democracy, and the freedom of expression,
and therefore, the people’s demands for better living conditions and a
better political culture, will be a misery.  The timing of Monday’s mob at-
tacks makes one wonder whether those violent incidents were part of a
sinister plan to perpetuate political instability in the country and scut-
tling the ongoing efforts to resuscitate the   economy.   It   was   obvious
that   they   were premeditated, and some SLPP leaders were behind
them. The crisis and violence the country is seeing today is the fault of
the government in power, which refused to answer people’s legitimate
concerns. Sri Lanka is Asia’s oldest continuous democracy, and despite
its chaotic nature is well-capable of handling its political crises through
peaceful, democratic means through institutions such as parliament
without any assistance from the military. 

The Sri Lankan military itself is on very thin ice when it comes to
human rights and adherence to the law. It has for years been accused of
numerous  human  rights  and  humanitarian  law violations. Since 1971,
the military along with the police were responsible for over 1,00,000
extra-judicial killings and enforced disappearances. But, Sri Lanka gave
emergency powers to its military and police to detain people without
warrants, after a day of clashes that killed seven people and injured more
than 200, inviolence that prompted Prime Minister Mahinda Rajapaksa to
resign. Mahinda Rajapaksa, who had orchestrated merciless genocide of
Tamils with the backing of various countries and thereby won the back-
ing of the majority Sinhalese, was being targeted by his own people for
the present economic meltdown. People say his brother and Lankan
President Gotabaya is full of hubris and has no real experience in han-
dling a sensitive matter like economy. As the Indian Ocean nation battled
its worst economic crisis in history, India said it is "fully supportive" of
Sri Lanka's democracy, stability and economic recovery. As a close
neighbour with historical ties, India will always be guided by the best in-
terests ofthe people of Sri Lanka expressed through democratic process-
es, External Affairs Ministry Spokesperson Arindam   Bagchi   said.   In
keeping   with   its Neighbourhood First policy, India has extended this
year alone support worth over USD 3.5 billion to the people of the island
republic to help them overcome their current difficulties.

Sri Lanka: Demigods 
or Destroyers

T he fall of Afghanistan to a puritanical group, the Afghan Taliban,
has brought with it a host of challenges not only for the war-rav-

aged country itself but for the larger geopolitical dynamics in the South
Asian region. On the one hand, the supposed victory of the insurgent
Taliban is said to have bolstered extremist sentiments throughout the re-
gion. On the other, the Taliban's almost uncontested return to power has
upset the delicate balance between the nation-states in this part of the
world. Today, each of the eight South Asian countries is grappling with
challenges that the ascent of the Taliban has thrown its way. From con-
cerns regarding the legitimacy claimed by them until now outlawed in-
surgent groups to the humanitarian crisis currently unfolding in
Afghanistan, the South Asian region is finding itself at the precipice of yet
another geopolitical tumult. However, even as each of the eight South
Asian nations has its own set of apprehensions about what the ongoing
geo-economic and geopolitical crisis in Afghanistan will mean for it,
Pakistan may have bitten more than it can chew.Dealing with a constitu-
tional crisis of its own, the Pakistani (deep) state finds itself at the cross-
roads of a geopolitical crisis, which is part of its own making. Suffice it to
say here that the rise of its extremist protege, the Taliban, to power in
Afghanistan has created rippling effects for which Pakistan might be ill-
prepared. In a way, then an observation made by Hillary Clinton years
ago, on the potentially harmful consequences of "breeding snakes in
one's backyard" is likely to prove true, especially as the Pakistani bene-
factors and the beneficiary Taliban will only grow further apart in the
days to come. After all, with the nation-state of Afghanistan, its gover-
nance structures and administrative institutions firmly under its control,
the Taliban will start feeling the pinch of having to deliver on its (contro-
versial) promises, some of which might even be at odds with the inter-
ests of its military-ruled neighbour.Notwithstanding the larger troubling
consequences, the interim Afghan government led by the Taliban offers a
sense of immediate comfort and satisfaction to  Pakistan. It must be
mentioned here that the current government led by the Taliban is popu-
lated with individuals (and entities) that are known to have the explicit
backing of the Pakistani deep state. 

The Haqqani Network (HQN), for instance, is understood to be a criti-
cal middleman within the larger movement of the Taliban, which works to
keep the balance in favour of Pakistani interests. It comes as no surprise
then that the leader of the HQN, Sirajuddin Haqqani, has made his way
into the Taliban's government as the Interior Minister. Similarly, the rise
of a so-called friendly regime in Afghanistan is being viewed as a strategic
accomplishment by the Pakistani deep state, which for long had seen the
democratic governments of Afghanistan as an implicit threat to its nation-
al security. Backed by Western countries on the one hand and being in a
friendly alliance with India on the other, the previous regimes leading the
Islamic Republic of Afghanistan were seen as being animus to Pakistan's
perpetual (and flawed) quest for "strategic depth". It is important to note
here that Pakistan's enduring rivalry with India coloured its approach to-
wards Afghanistan so much so that it viewed the latter's humanitarian
and developmental aid with unredeemable suspicion. The former
Pakistani Foreign Minister, Shah Mahmood Qureshi, had gone on to claim
that the Indian embassies and consulates in Afghanistan had become a
"hub for terror sponsorship against Pakistan". And while the animosity
between India and Pakistan makes trading of allegations an everyday re-
ality, a claim such as the one made by Qureshi is not only phoney but also
counterfactual given that there has been an increase in the intensity of at-
tacks within Pakistan since the Taliban takeover in August 2021. India, like
other members of the democratic bloc, had shut down all its consulates
and embassies in the wake of the Taliban's walkover, punching holes in
Pakistan's ill-founded thesis. Indeed, the Taliban does not necessarily see
eye to eye with India because of reasons that owe themselves partially to
the former's close association with the Pakistani deep state. Having said
that, the newly assumed mantle of being the political authority of a na-
tion-state is pushing the Taliban to question its traditional geopolitical
stance. In fact, in a recent statement issued by the Taliban's UN
Ambassador-designate, Suhail Shaheen, the interim government in
Afghanistan is willing to provide a "secure environment to reopen their
embassies and start functioning as normal".

Pakistan’s flawed 
Afghan ambitions
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A tourist poses for photographs in front of the Taj Mahal during sunrise, in Agra, Thursday.

50-50 chance of Earth hitting key warming mark by 2026

RRaahhuull  GGaannddhhii@@RRaahhuullGGaannddhhii

I salute our nurses, who are the
backbone of our healthcare sys-
tem. Their hard work and dedi-
cation keeps Indians healthy
and saves lives. 

ASSOCIATED PRESS

TAJ MAHAL DURING SUNRISE
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Courtesy meeting

New Delhi: Finance
Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman on
Thursday had a cour-
tesy meeting with
Abdulla Bin Touq Al
Marri, Minister of
Economy, United Arab
Emirates (UAE). Both
sides discussed the
strong economic and
commercial engage-
ment between India
and the UAE and the
comprehensive strate-
gic partnership which
is driving the multifac-
eted bilateral rela-
tions, the finance min-
istry said in a state-
ment. Marri and a
high level UAE delega-
tion are in New Delhi
for India-UAE
Economic Partnership
Summit 'India-UAE
CEPA: Unleashing the
Golden Era'.

Appointment
Mumbai: The Air
India board approved
the appointment of
Wilson subject to req-
uisite regulatory ap-
provals, the company
said in a statement.
Wilson, 50, is the CEO
of Scoot, the wholly-
owned low-cost sub-
sidiary of Singapore
Airlines. He has 26
years of aviation in-
dustry expertise
across both full serv-
ice and low-cost air-
lines, it added. Tata
Sons and Air India
Chairman N
Chandrasekaran said,
"I am delighted to wel-
come Campbell to Air
India. He is an indus-
try veteran having
worked in key global
markets cutting across
multiple functions.

Centre of Excellence

New Delhi: Union
minister Narayan
Rane on Wednesday in-
augurated the Centre
of Excellence for Khadi
here. The centre seeks
to add the indigenous
fabric's appeal, espe-
cially amongst youth,
by introducing latest
designs and adopting
international standard
processes. The Centre
of Excellence for Khadi
(CoEK) hub at the
National Institute of
Fashion Technology
(NIFT), New Delhi, and
its spokes in
Gandhinagar, Shillong,
Kolkata and Bengaluru
were opened by the
minister, an official
statement said.

Hydrogen plant 
New Delhi: State-
owned GAIL (India)
Ltd will build one of
India's largest proton
exchange membrane
(PEM) electrolyzer at
Guna in Madhya
Pradesh to produce
green hydrogen by the
end of 2023, as it looks
to supplement ?its nat-
ural gas business with
carbon-free fuel. In a
statement, India's
largest gas transport-
ing and marketing
firm said it has award-
ed the contract to set
up the PEM-based proj-
ect that will produce
4.3 tonnes of green hy-
drogen per day (about
10 MW capacity),
which will be mixed in
natural gas for supply
to industries.

STAKEHOLDERS OUTREACH PROGRAMME

Joint Secretary of Dept. Of Commerce Darpan Jain (C) speaks during the Stakeholders Outreach Programme
Unlocking Business Opportunities: Indias Trade Agreement with UAE & Australia in Bengaluru on Thursday.

New Delhi, May 12:  

The finance ministry
on Thursday said meas-
ures taken by the RBI and
government will squeeze
the duration of high infla-
tion fuelled by global fac-
tors. Retail inflation has
been trending above
Reserve Bank's upper tol-
erance level of 6 per cent
for the past three months.
"While inflation is expect-
ed to be elevated in 2022-
23, mitigating action
taken by the government
and RBI may reduce its
duration. Evidence on
consumption patterns fur-
ther suggests that infla-
tion in India has a lesser
impact on low-income
strata than on high-in-
come groups," the finance
ministry's monthly eco-

nomic review said. RBI in
an off-cycle announce-
ment earlier this month
hiked the key repo rate --
at which it lends short
term money to banks -- by
0.40 per cent to 4.40 per
cent to tame inflation.
This was the first rate
hike since August 2018
and the sharpest in 11
years. Further, it said,
since aggregate demand
is recovering only gradu-
ally, the risk of sustained
high inflation is low.

Seen over a longer time
horizon, it said, inflation
in India's economy has
not been as much a chal-
lenge as is sensed from
month-to-month changes.
CPI (Consumer Price
Index)-based inflation
during FY22 averaged 5.5
per cent, 50 basis points

below the upper limit of
the RBI monetary policy
committee's inflation
band, and lower than 6.2
per cent for FY21. RBI had
sharply raised its infla-
tion projection for the cur-
rent fiscal year to 5.7 per
cent from the earlier fore-
cast of 4.5 per cent due to
geopolitical tensions.
Beginning May, most of
the major central banks,
including US Federal
Reserve and Bank of
England, also increased
their benchmark rate to
rein in soaring inflation.

Markets, as the rising
bond yields show, have al-
ready priced in the in-
crease in policy rates, in-
cluding the ones expected
later in the year, besides
absorption of excess liq-
uidity, it said.

Steps taken by RBI and
govt to cut duration of high

inflation: Finmin report

Chennai, May 12: 

German luxury car
maker Mercedes-Benz has
recorded over 1,000 book-
ings for its new C-Class
variant, the highest ever for
a single model to receive the
order and the waiting peri-
od extended to two-three
months, a company official
said on Thursday.
Mercedes-Benz unveiled its
latest product C-Class in
Tamil Nadu priced at Rs 55
lakh for base variant -- C-
200, Rs 56 lakh for C-220d
and Rs 61 lakh C300d (all
India ex-showroom) for the
top end variant. According
to Mercedes-Benz India
Vice-President Sales and
Marketing, Santosh Iyer,
the car maker was confi-
dent of achieving a strong
double digit growth in 2022
with the launch of the lat-

est model. "We are delighted
to launch (the new C-Class)
in Tamil Nadu, which is an
important market for
Mercedes-Benz India.
Tamil Nadu has displayed a
consistent sales momentum
and we are confident of
achieving strong double-
digit growth in 2022", he
said, after unveiling the
new car here. Noting that
the company was witness-
ing a strong trend for ultra-
luxury vehicle with the seg-
ment growing at 90 per

cent, he said, "this strong
growth can be attributed to
an attractive portfolio,
growing aspiration and
strong recall value". "Our
customers are seeking a
combination of luxury, ele-
gance and technology and
the new C-Class will be
compelling choice for
them", he said. "We are aim-
ing for our most successful
year in 2022 and the Tamil
Nadu market will con-
tribute to that growth im-
mensely", he said.

Mercedes-Benz records over 1,000 confirmed
bookings for its new C-Class variant

New Delhi, May 12: 

The income tax depart-
ment has issued guide-
lines for selection of I-T re-
turns for complete scruti-
ny in the current fiscal
and said such scrutiny
would be applicable in
cases where information
about tax evasion is avail-
able from any other au-
thority.

The guidelines for selec-
tion for complete scrutiny
have also added an addi-
tional limb of obtaining
prior administrative ap-
proval of the Principal
Commissioner/ Principal
Director/ Commissioner /
Director in certain cases,
for selection of such cases
for complete scrutiny. For
instance, cases pertaining

to survey, search and
seizure and cases where
charitable trusts have
claimed exemption with-
out a valid approval have
been made subject to prior
approval before transmis-
sion to the National
Faceless Assessment
Centre (NaFAC) for serv-
ing necessary scrutiny no-
tices.

Under complete scrutiny,
a detailed scrutiny of the
return of income is carried
out by tax officers to con-
firm the genuineness of
various claims, deductions,
etc made by the taxpayer.
The objective of this is to
confirm that the taxpayer
has not understated the in-
come, computed excessive
loss or underpaid the tax in
any manner.

I-T dept issues guidelines
for selection of tax returns

for complete scrutiny New Delhi, May 12: 

The government is com-
mitted to expanding the
national highway network
across the country with
the aim of constructing
18,000 km of highways in
2022-23 at a record speed of
50 km per day, Union min-
ister Nitin Gadkari said on
Thursday.

Gadkari further said the
government's overall tar-
get is to develop 2 lakh km
of National Highway
Network by 2025. The road
transport and highways
minister emphasised that
constructing world class
road infrastructure in a
time bound and target ori-
ented way is essential.
"Ambitious targets to fulfil
the ambitions of New
India! Under the leader-
ship of PM Shri @naren-
dramodiji, we are commit-

ted to expanding the NH
network across the coun-
try with the aim of con-
structing 18,000 km of
NHs in 2022-23 at a record
speed of 50km per day," he
said in a tweet. India's na-
tional highway construc-
tion slowed to 28.64 km a
day in 2021-22 due to the
COVID-19 pandemic-relat-
ed disruptions and a
longer-than-usual mon-
soon in some parts of the
country. The pace of na-
tional highway (NH) con-
struction in the country
had touched a record 37
km per day in 2020-21.

Govt aims to build 18,000 km
of highways in FY23: Gadkari

New Delhi, May 12: 

Driven by rising food
and fuel prices, retail infla-
tion soared to an eight-year
high of 7.79 per cent in
April this year, which may
prompt the Reserve Bank
to go in for another interest
rate hike in the next month
policy review to tame price
rise. Worried over the ris-
ing inflation, the RBI in a
surprise move raised the
repo rate by 40 basis points
to 4.40 per cent last week.
Inflation has remained
above the RBI's comfort
zone of 6 per cent for four
months in a row mainly
due to the Russia-Ukraine
war which has impacted
the prices of commodities
across the globe. The previ-
ous high in the consumer
price index (CPI)-based re-
tail inflation was recorded
at 8.33 per cent in May 2014.
CPI inflation was 6.95 per

cent in March this year
and 4.23 per cent in April
2021. Inflation in the food
basket rose to 8.38 per cent
in April from 7.68 per cent
in the preceding month
and 1.96 per cent in the
year-ago month, showed
the data released by
National Statistical Office
(NSO) on Thursday. The
rate of price rise in 'fuel
and light' category in the
retail inflation basket
quickened to 10.80 per cent
in April this year from 7.52
per cent in the preceding
month. In the 'oils and fats'
category, inflation re-
mained at an elevated level
of 17.28 per cent (18.79 per
cent in March 2022) during
the month, as Ukraine is
one of the major sunflower
oil producers in the world
and India imports a major
portion of the commodity
from the war-ravaged
country. Besides, Ukraine

is a key supplier of fertilis-
er to India.

Vegetables witnessed an
inflation print of 15.41 per
cent during the month as
against 11.64 per cent in
March, the data showed.
Notably, retail inflation has
remained above 6 per cent
since January 2022. The
Reserve Bank of India has
been mandated by the gov-
ernment to ensure that in-
flation remains at 4 per
cent with a margin of 2 per
cent on either side. After
the off-cycle Monetary
Policy Committee (MPC)
meeting of RBI last week,
RBI Governor Shaktikanta
Das had said the adverse ef-
fects of the unprecedented
high global food prices due
to the ongoing geopolitical
situation are reflecting in
the domestic market as
well, and going forward in-
flationary pressures are
likely to continue.

Retail inflation hits 8-year high of 7.79pc
in Apr on costlier fuel, food items

New Delhi, May 12: 

India may consider ne-
gotiating a preferential
trade agreement (PTA)
with Oman to further
boost economic ties be-
tween the countries,
Commerce and Industry
Minister Piyush Goyal
said on Thursday.

India is also under ac-
tive discussions with
Gulf Cooperation
Council (GCC) for a com-
prehensive trade agree-
ment, the minister said.
GCC is a union of six
countries in the Gulf re-
gion, namely Bahrain,
Kuwait, Oman, Qatar,
Saudi Arabia and the
UAE.

"We may consider
doing a preferential trade
agreement with Oman to
begin with because we
are looking for a compre-
hensive agreement be-

tween the GCC region
and India, (which is)
under active discussion,"
Goyal said. In a PTA,
trading partners reduce
import duties on certain
identified products to
boost trade. He also said

that there is a vast poten-
tial to boost bilateral
trade and investments be-
tween the countries. The
bilateral trade has in-
creased from USD 5.4 bil-
lion in 2020-21 to USD 9.94
billion during 2021-2022.

We may consider preferential
trade pact with Oman: Goyal

Union Minister for Commerce and Food and Public Distribution
and Textile Piyush Goyal meeting with Minister of Commerce,
Industry and Investment Promotion of Oman Qais Bin Mohammed
Al Yousef during the 10th India-Oman Business council meeting in
New Delhi on Thursday.

Delhivery
shows outlier

growth
prospects

Mumbai, May 12: 

Calling Delhivery as
the proxy for
eCommerce growth in
India, leading broker-
age firm Ventura
Securities has said in
its report that the logis-
tics firm has outlier
growth prospects with
profits being just round
the corner.

Citing the highly
fragmented nature of
the Indian logistics
markets, the report
adds that Delhivery is
uniquely positioned to
emerge as the sustain-
able business leader in
an essential vertical
having a total address-
able market size of $316
billion.

Mumbai, May 12:  

American brokerage
Morgan Stanley on
Wednesday cut its India
growth estimate by 30 basis
points for 2022-23 and 2023-
24 on global headwinds, and
warned that macro stability
indicators like inflation are
set to "worsen" going ahead.

The brokerage expects
India to clock a real GDP
growth of 7.6 per cent in the
ongoing FY23, as against its
earlier estimate of 7.9 per
cent, while the rate will
slide further to 6.7 per cent
in FY24 as against the earli-
er expected 7 per cent, it
said. Many analysts have
been worried about the im-
pact on the GDP growth as
a result of the ongoing
geopolitical events, which
have fanned inflation and

led central banks, including
the RBI, to prioritise price
rise over growth by hiking
rates to cut demand in the
economy.

"A slowdown in global
growth, higher commodity
prices, and potential risk
aversion in global capital
markets expose India to
downside risks. The key
channels of impact will
likely be higher inflation,
weaker consumer demand,
tighter financial condi-
tions, the adverse impact on
business sentiment, and a
delay in capex recovery," it
said.

The brokerage said it ex-
pects support from the gov-
ernment's supply-side re-
sponse and the reopening
vibrancy to help counter
the downside on the growth
front. It said the reopening

vibrancy will benefit the in-
formal sector and in turn,
support the consumption
story growth which has
been a "laggard", and pri-
vate capital expenditure
will recover in the next 6-9
months as the govern-
ment's infra spending will
increase the utilisation lev-
els.

Stating that "macro sta-
bility indicators (are set) to
worsen", Morgan Stanley
said it expects "both infla-
tion and the current ac-
count deficit to deteriorate".
The retail inflation will av-
erage at 6.5 per cent for
FY23, as against the 6 per
cent upper band comfort
available to the RBI, and the
currenyt account deficit
will reach a ten-year high of
3.3 per cent on the back of
commodity price pressures.

Morgan Stanley cuts India growth 
estimates, warns of ‘worsening’ macrosNew Delhi, May 12: 

Industrial production
growth remained subdued
at 1.9 per cent in March
compared to a year ago,
mainly due to poor per-
formance by the manufac-
turing sector which
showed staggered impact
of the third wave of the
pandemic. Factory output
measured in terms of
Index of Industrial
Production (IIP) had
recorded a growth of 24.2
per cent in March 2021, as
per government data re-
leased on Thursday.

The IIP growth was 1.5
per cent in January as
well as February this year
amid the third wave of
COVID-19. It was just 1 per
cent in November and
December last year.
Factory output grew by 4.2
per cent in October 2021.

As per the data released
by the Ministry of
Statistics and Programme
Implementation, growth
in the mining sector was 4
per cent in March 2022
against a growth of 6.1 per
cent in the same month
last year.

The manufacturing sec-
tor expanded by meagre
0.9 per cent, compared to a
growth of 28.4 per cent in
the year-ago period. Power
sector showed a growth of
6.1 per cent compared to
22.5 per cent growth a year
ago. For the full fiscal 2021-
22, IIP grew 11.3 per cent
as against an 8.4 per cent
contraction in 2020-21.
Capital goods output,
which is a barometer of
investment, showed a
growth of 0.7 per cent in
March 2022 against a jump
of 50.4 per cent in the
year-ago month.

Industrial production growth
remains subdued at 1.9 pc in March

New Delhi, May 12:  

The government is look-
ing to bring Electric
Vertical Take off and
Landing (eVTOL) aircraft
makers into the Indian
market and explore the
possibility of setting up a
manufacturing base for
such aircraft.

Civil Aviation Minister
Jyotiraditya Scindia has
asked Beta Technologies,
which has a partnership
with Blade group, to ex-
plore the Indian market
for eVTOLs. Blade already
has a presence in India
with its helicopter servic-
es.

eVTOLs are being de-
ployed by the US Air
Force and the Canadian
Air Force. Once there is a
Proof of Concept (PoC),

then they can go for certi-
fication from FAA and
EASA. FAA is the United
States' Federal Aviation
Administration while
EASA is European Union
Aviation Safety Agency.
Scindia, who recently vis-
ited the US and Canada
where he discussed with
various entities the possi-
bilities for the Indian avi-
ation sector, on
Wednesday said he has
asked certain entities to
come and explore the
market in India.

Scindia pitches to bring
eVTOL planes to India

‘Do good to others, it will always
return in unexpected ways’

Tushar Dalvi who is seen portraying
the role of Sai Baba in Sony

Entertainment Television’s Mere
Sai: Shraddha Aur Saburi feels
grateful to have received the
opportunity to portray such
a magnanimous personality
on screen. Highlighting the
learnings from his time on
the show, he highlights
how the narrative has al-
ways left an impact on

its viewers with mean-
ingful messages. In the ongoing track, Sai Baba nar-
rates a story around Raja Harishchandra’s story to
his people, highlighting the importance of one’s
goodwill. He imparts the message of how one
should always keep doing the good work and
stand with the truth, and God will give them
what they deserve. Tushar Dalvi says, “If you
do good to others, it will always return in un-
expected ways. Taking this thought ahead,
the ongoing track of the show highlights
the importance of good deeds. I feel fortu-
nate enough to have the responsibility of
playing the role of Sai Baba where valu-
able life lessons are passed to the view-
ers through my work. I hope the audi-
ence takes back something good
from this track.

M
ika Singh's whole
look, styled for the
shoot of a special

promo for Star Bharat's up-
coming show 'Swayamvar -
Mika Di Vohti’, may have
cost around Rs. 2.5 crore.
The special promo was re-
cently shot near
Chandigarh, Punjab. Mika
Singh donned a gorgeous
Punjabi attire which
brought out his inner
'Punjabi Munda'! This
fresh look gave us a
glimpse into the Singer's
lifestyle and it's admirable
how much love he has to-
wards Punjab, his roots.

Mika Singh is one of the
most influential Fashion
icon in India. He can pull
off different styles and
looks fabulous doing the
same. His fans are
awestruck by his appear-
ance and he always serves
us the best looks. Mika
Singh solely wears Louis
Vuitton shoes, and for this
shoot he wore a pair of
shoes worth around 4.8
Lakhs. Even his custom
made watches are worth 1
Crore each! His choice in
clothing is 'Gentlemanly'
as he tends to wear Louis
Vuitton, Emporio Armani
and Manish Malhotra in
Indian designers. All of
which go beyond Rs. 20 - 25
Lakhs. Mika Singh’s sun-

glasses are worth more
than 1.5 Lakhs, and he
prefers Gucci and
Balenciaga. We are wait-
ing for Star Bharat to drop
the much awaited Special
promo of its upcoming
show 'Swayamvar - Mika
Di Vohti’, where we will fi-
nally get to see Mika Singh

in all his glory!
Mika Singh will grace

our television screens soon
enough on the 19th of
June, with the launch of a
Special promo for his up-
coming show 'Swayamvar -
Mika Di Vohti’, only on
Star Bharat!

S
he is no ordinary
child and if faced
with a threat, she

will single handedly en-
sure that the bad guys
are nailed. In Sony SAB’s
Shubh Laabh Aapkey
Ghar Mein, little Shree
takes one and all by sur-
prise as she uses her su-
pernatural powers to rat-
tle her kidnappers out of

their wits. To capitalize
on her vicious dreams,

Guruji’s daughter
Netra (Gauri
Sharma) sends her
goons under the
disguise of a pro-
duction unit to
shoot an ad film

f e a t u r -
i n g

Shree.

While Maya is lured and
distracted away from the
kid, the goons kidnap
Shree and head on to
their destination to
carry out their evil
plans.

But as the events un-
fold, Shree lands up in
the most unexpected
places turning it into a
day of adventure and
suspense. From miracu-
lously placing herself in
a truck away from the
clutches of the kidnap-
pers to finding milk on
being hungry, little Shree
encounters and comes
out unscatched of the
most unlikely situations
leaving Netra and the
goons shocked and be-
mused. As they start re-
alizing a divine interven-
tion in the happenings,
Shree manages to return
to the Toshniwal house-
hold in the evening, es-
corted by none other
than Netra herself, leav-

ing everyone bewil-
dered with her magi-

cal powers.

Kiara Advani reveals her
superstition on ‘The
Kapil Sharma Show’ 

Bollywood actress Kiara Advani, who
is appearing on 'The Kapil Sharma

Show' to promote her new film, reveals
how she is just superstitious about one

thing in life.
She is coming with co-actors Kartik

Aaryan and Rajpal Yadav along with di-
rector Anees Bazmee.

After making her debut in the come-
dy film 'Fugly', Kiara played a support-
ing role in the sports biopic 'M.S.
Dhoni: The Untold Story'. She also got
appreciation for the anthology film
'Lust Stories'. The actress also rose
to fame with her roles in Telugu po-
litical thriller 'Bharat Ane Nenu'
and the Hindi films such as 'Kabir

Singh' and 'Shershaah'.
In conversation with host
Kapil Sharma, Kiara said:

"I am not at all supersti-
tious, except for one

thing. I believe that
till the time I don't
actually sign a

film, I won't tell
anyone."

Deepika Padukone is 
Louis Vuitton’s first Indian
House Ambassador

I
n its latest, French luxury brand Louis Vuitton announced
Deepika Padukone as the new House Ambassador.
Following a strong collaborative relationship with the

Maison, including an appearance in Nicolas Ghesquiere's
novel-inspired Pre-Fall 2020 campaign, the award-winning ac-
tress begins an exciting new chapter of her journey with
Louis Vuitton as the first Indian to be signed with the brand
as the House Ambassador.

Emma Stone, an Oscar winner and longtime House
Ambassador, and Zhou Dongyu, a fellow Ambassador and pil-
lar of contemporary Chinese cinema, star alongside Deepika
Padukone in the campaign.

With over 30 feature films to her credit including 'Piku',
'Padmavaat' and most recently 'Gehraiyaan', the actress has no-
tably been named a member of the jury of the 75th Cannes Film
Festival.

B
ollywood actress
Sonali Bendre will be
soon making her dig-

ital debut with 'The Broken
News', which is an Indian

adaptation of the popu-
lar British series

'Press'.
The series, directed

by Vinay Waikul, will
also star Jaideep

Ahlawat, Shriya
Pilgaonkar, Indraneil
Sengupta, Taaruk Raina,
Aakash Khurana and
Kiran Kumar.

The plot of the show fea-
tures two rival news chan-
nels based in Mumbai -
Awaaz Bharati, an inde-
pendent, ethical news chan-
nel, and Josh 24/7 News,
which offers sensationalist
and invasive journalism,
and what transpires be-
tween the main characters
in their quest for news.

The project, which will
stream on ZEE5, falls under
the umbrella of partner-
ship between ZEE5 and
BBC Studios India.
Commenting on the part-
nership, Manish Kalra,
Chief Business Officer,
ZEE5 India said, "This year
we have a fantastic line-up
with many big titles an-
nounced in the first quarter
of the year. The focus for
2022 is to bring premium
quality content across gen-
res and languages."

He further mentioned,
"ZEE5, in addition to bol-
stering its portfolio of
Hindi originals, is simulta-
neously working on curat-
ing a list of unique stories
across formats and lan-
guages to build a platform
of varied choices for its
viewers. With 'The Broken
News' we are marking the
beginning of another part-
nership with a reputed con-
tent studio to bring interest-
ing and unique story narra-
tives for our audiences."

ACROSS

1. Type of golf tourney

6. Flat-fixing tool

10. Up to the task

14. New "antique"

15. Sandusky's lake

16. Croat or Serb

17. Hahn and Klemperer

18. 1969 movie role for Katharine Ross

20. His mom is played on TV by Marion

Ross

22. Accumulates, with "up"

23. Lay down the lawn

24. "...man ___ mouse?"

25. Masculine specimen

26. Jerked

29. Bride's new title

32. Brainstorm

35. Long ago

36. Have something the matter

37. Movie directed by Herbert Ross

42. Hour after noon

43. Mimicked

44. Deli side

45. Pres. election mo.

46. Focus one's thoughts

50. Oklahoma burg

52. "Starpeace" artist Yoko

53. Suitable to the occasion

56. Commonplace

58. Magazine founded by Harold Ross,

with "The"

61. Hit song for Diana Ross

63. ___ blue terrier

64. Redbud or blue gum

65. "___ want is a room somewhere..."

66. Britney Spears and Ricky Martin

67. Talk back

68. High spirits

69. Trio of trios

DOWN

1. Digs into

2. Coming into vogue again

3. Made a choice

4. Get one's ducks in ___

5. Site of the 1980 Summer Olympics

6. Show disrespect for

7. Colleague of Goldie and Ruth

8. Metropolis

9. Mauna ___

10. C.S. Lewis' lion

11. Alfred Hitchcock's first talkie

12. Miss

13. Holiday nights

19. Goody-goodies

21. "Exodus" hero

25. Apple of discord contender

26. Skater Babilonia
27. "She Bop" singer Lauper
28. ___ polloi
30. Pinup Hayworth
31. Did in
32. Computer symbol
33. "Hawaii Five-O" nickname
34. British snack break
38. Game show feud team
39. Columnists' page
40. Type of tape
41. Put into service
47. Local
48. Either or
49. Noticed
51. Marriages may change them
53. City on the Cuyahoga
54. Hostess Mesta
55. Secret get-together
56. Two make a quarter
57. Razor brand
58. Void's partner
59. Perry's creator
60. Change the wallpaper, say
62. Chasing game
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You have acquired some sound confi-
dence in yourself, Aquarius. Now it is
time for you to show everyone else by
actually putting it to use in your life. It's
as though you have symbolically just
completed an in-depth acting class.
Well, now is the time to go on stage.
Smile, remember your lines, and don't
forget to bow when everyone applauds. 

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

Today's planetary energy should compel you
to commit certain acts of self-affirmation
that are needed to define your territory and
protect your rights. You'll be encouraged to
explore your desires and personal tastes and
express your opinion openly and clearly.
Everyone has an identity to claim! Don't be
bashful about claiming yours now.

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

Today your brain is supercharged, Aries.
If you've been thinking about doing some
writing or have put off analyzing a partic-
ularly tricky problem, this would be the
perfect day to get started. You'll have all
the inspiration you could possibly need.
And don't worry about shocking the peo-
ple around you with your directness and
assertiveness. 

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

ith today's planetary energy, you'll find
yourself a little more extraverted than
usual, Taurus. You'll finally be able to say
what you really think about things. It's
an important change for you, and you'll
find that expressing your ideas and
beliefs is a great help in reaching all your
goals in life.

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

Today you're unstoppable! You're a
very hard worker by nature, and with
the current planetary alignment you'll
be able to accomplish even more than
usual. You have an abundance of ener-
gy, more than enough to handle every-
thing that comes your way. Just be sure
to use your usual good judgment. 

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

Discard those items from the past for which
you really no longer have use. As much as
you like to surround yourself with objects of
sentimental value, the time comes when it's
necessary to look to the future rather than
dwell on the past. The time spent cleaning
your home and throwing out extraneous
things will release you from the past and
allow you to embrace the future.

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

Intimacy will be in the air over the next
few days. Loved ones suddenly want to
spend more time with you, and you'll
want to invite friends over every night!
By all means, do. You'll be recharged,
and some of the wonderful discussions
could lead to something great.

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Feeling unusually adventurous, Virgo?
You're often motivated by your idealis-
tic expectations, and the planetary
configurations today are going to push
you even further on your spiritual
quest. Satisfy your desire to discover
new horizons and meet new people by
saying hello to anyone and everyone
you feel like talking to. 

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

The celestial energy signals a pleasant
change for you today, Libra. Finally, the
overpowering emotions that have been
surging from your relationships will sub-
side. You are now beginning a more con-
templative phase. You may feel as if
you're about to depart on a long trip,
with all the time in the world to meditate
on the events of the past few months.

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

This is a good day to devote time and
thought to spiritual pursuits, Scorpio. Do
something inspirational that instills a sense
of wonder deep in your soul. Go to a church
and light a candle, sit outdoors and watch
the changing sky, or study a painting in a
local museum. Meditate on your concept of
spirituality and the interconnection of
humans and the planet, past and present. 

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

A new phase in your life is beginning,
Sagittarius. The previous phase could be
interpreted as having taught you to be seri-
ous and devoted to professional responsi-
bilities. And you did accomplish some good
deeds to boot. Now you can relax and look
ahead to what's next. Let yourself feel the
welcome tug of the future.

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

Today's aspects might clear up some rather
sketchy ideas about your professional future,
Capricorn. If you long for a change, such as
daring to undertake a more artistic pursuit,
now is the time to begin planning exactly how
to go about it. The first step is to figure out how
you can make a living from it. Welcome back
to reality!

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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Baby Shree takes her
kidnappers for a ride

Mika’s best look costs Rs 2.5 cr
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Mumbai, May 12 (PTI):

Royal Challengers
Bangalore, who have
found much-needed mo-
mentum towards the busi-
ness end of IPL, will back
themselves to ride past an
inconsistent Punjab Kings
and get closer to a play-off
spot here on Friday.

Having put up complete
performances in their last
two games, RCB seemed to
have figured out their best
combination.

Barring Virat Kohli, all
of their batters are in top
form with uncapped Rajat
Patidar and Mahipal
Lomror complementing
seasoned pros like skipper
Faf du Plessis, Glenn
Maxwell and Dinesh
Karthik, who has been
among the best finishers
in the tournament along-
side Gujarat's Rahul
Tewatia.

The bowling packs a
punch too in the presence
of in-form pacers Josh
Hazlewood and the ever-re-
liable Harshal Patel.
Mohammad Siraj has not
been at his best but trust
him to deliver when the
team wants it the most.

Maxwell has been
handy with his off-spin,

both in powerplay and
middle overs, while
Wanindu Hasaranga is
among the leading wicket-
takers in the tournament
with 21 scalps including a
five-wicket haul.

"What we are trying to
get better as a team is
making sure that one of
those top-four creates a bit
of a base. We have got
some really strong hitters

at the back. "The games
where we didn't do so well,
there was a big cluster of
wickets in the powerplay.
Obviously need some sta-
bility but at the same time
you gonna make sure you
don't go into defensive
mode," said du Plessis
after the massive win over
SRH.

Kohli, who is in the mid-
dle of his worst IPL sea-

son, is due for an impact
knock and that could come
against Punjab. A win on
Friday would take RCB to
16 points though 18 seems
to be a safe number for a
play-off berth.

Punjab, who have three
games left, need to win all
to have a shot at the top-
four finish. They had start-
ed their campaign with a
win over RCB and are on

10 points with five wins
and six losses. The fact
that they have not been
able to win two games in a
row sums up their incon-
sistent run. Shikhar
Dhawan and Bhanuka
Rajapaksa have delivered
at the top, so has Liam
Livingstone and Jitesh
Sharma in finishing the
innings. Jonny Bairstow
finally got runs after being
promoted to open the in-
nings alongside Dhawan.

Skipper Mayank
Agarwal, who has moved
himself down the order,
needs to lead from the
front.

On the bowling front,
Sandeep Sharma has been
tidy but could do with
some wickets in the power-
play. Lead pacer Kagiso
Rabada has done well to
take 18 wickets but has
gone for close to 9 runs per
over. Arshdeep Singh has
been brilliant, especially
in the death overs, and has
impressed many with his
ability to land yorkers at
will.

Despite a solid squad at
their disposal, Punjab
have flattered to deceive
and they must raise their
game before it is too late
yet again.

RCB could be too strong
for inconsistent Punjab

Rome, May 12 (AP):

Inter Milan remained
on course for a league and
cup double by beating
Juventus 4-2 after extra
time in the Italian Cup
final. Ivan Perilic scored
twice in extra time after
Hakan alhanoglu had con-
verted a controversial late
penalty on Wednesday.
Juventus had turned the
match around early in the
second half with two goals
in as many minutes from
Alex Sandro and Duvan
Vlahovic after going be-
hind on an early Nicol
Barella strike.

For Inter it was the first
of what could be an im-
pressive double as it is also
tussling with city rival AC
Milan at the top of the
Serie A standings, al-
though the defending
champion is two points be-
hind the Rossoneri with
two matches remaining.

Juventus also lost to
Inter in the Italian Super
Cup in January and it is
the first year since 2011 it
has finished the season
without a trophy.

It was looking for a
record-extending 15th
Italian Cup and had won

five of the past seven edi-
tions, including last year's.

But it was Inter that got
off to the perfect start at
the Stadio Olimpico in
Rome as it took the lead
with less than seven min-
utes on the clock. Barella
was given too much time
and space by the Juventus
defenders and he cut in

from the left before curling
into the top far corner.

Juventus started to get
into the match midway
through the first half and
almost leveled but first
Samir Handanovic made a
comfortable save to deny
Paulo Dybala and then did
even better to palm away a
great effort from Vlahovic.

However, Handanovic
was somewhat at fault for
Juve's equalizer five min-
utes after the break. A shot
from Vlahovic was charged
down but it came out to
Alex Sandro on the edge of
the area and his effort
squirmed out of the Inter
goalkeeper's hands and into
the back of the net.

Dubai, May 12 (PTI):

Kolkata Knight
Riders have acquired
the rights to own and
operate a franchise in
the UAE's upcoming
T20 league and it will
based in Abu Dhabi.
The franchise will be
named Abu Dhabi
Knight Riders.

The investment by
the Knight Riders
Group, which is led by
actor Shah Rukh Khan,
along with Juhi Chawla
and her husband Jay
Mehta, will thus estab-
lish their fourth T20
franchise around the
world in IPL, CPL, MLC
and now in UAE's T20
league. After establish-
ing Kolkata Knight
Riders in 2008 in the
Indian Premier League,
the Knight Riders be-
came owners of the
Trinbago Knight
Riders in the Caribbean
Premier League in 2015.

Recently, the Knight
Riders Group made a
significant investment
in Major League
Cricket (MLC) in the
USA and intends to set
up a franchise in the
greater Los Angeles
area.

KKR acquire
Abu Dhabi

franchise in
UAE's new
T20 league

Bengaluru, May 12 (PTI):

Indian women's hockey
team goalkeeper Savita on
Thursday said the side's
aim is to "make it to the
next level" in this year's
FIH World Cup after finish-
ing in the last eight stage
four years ago. The event
will be jointly hosted by
the Netherlands and Spain
in July.

In the 2018 edition of the
showpiece in London,
India lost 1-3 to Ireland in
penalty shoot-out to crash
out of the competition. But
this time around, Savita
says India are well pre-
pared to make the medal
rounds. "With more play-
ers getting international
exposure, and having
gained confidence to play
top teams in big-match sce-
narios, we are heading in
the right direction of
building a strong team for
the World Cup," the senior
player said. "We made it to
the quarterfinals last time
in London, and the aim
this time is definitely to
make it to the next level."

The World Cup will be
played from July 1 to 17 but
before that the Indians will
gain valuable exposure in
the FIH Pro League match-
es in Belgium, where they
will take on the hosts on
June 11 and 12. The two

matches will be followed
by weekend games in the
Netherlands, where India
will play Argentina on
June 18 and 19 and the
United States on June 21
and 22.

The Indian women are
placed in Pool B in the
World Cup along side
England, China and New
Zealand. They will open
their campaign against
England on July 3 in
Amstelveen.

Savita said healthy com-
petition for places among
the junior and senior play-
ers augurs well for India.

"With new players com-
ing into the group by
virtue of good performanc-
es in the Pro League and
Junior World Cup, there is
healthy competition with-
in the group and this is
helping in bringing out the
best in each one of us." 

Goalkeeper Savita sets
sights on top-four finish
at women’s hockey WC

Inter beats Juventus 4-2 in cup
to stay on course for double

Inter Milan's Argentine forward Lautaro Martinez (C) and Inter players celebrate with the winner's
trophy after winning the Italian Cup (Coppa Italia) final football match between Juventus and Inter
at the Olympic stadium in Rome.

Melbourne, May 12 (AP):

Cricket Australia on Thursday
said its all-formats tour of Sri
Lanka is still going ahead
despite a heightening of ten-
sion due to civil unrest in the
south Asian island nation.
Australia's government has
advised nationals to reconsider
their need to travel to Sri Lanka
after unrest followed this
week's resignation of Prime
Minister Mahinda Rajapaksa.
Australia's cricketers are due to
travel to Sri Lanka in June and
July to play three Twenty20
internationals, five one-day
games and two test matches.
An Australia A tour of Sri Lanka
is planned at the same time. A
Cricket Australia spokesman
said the sporting body, the fed-
eral government and Sri Lankan
cricket officials were keeping a
close eye on developments in
the country. Cricket Australia
said the players and support
staff had been briefed and,
with three weeks until the
squad's departure date, "there
are no changes to the schedule.
On Wednesday, Sri Lanka's
president promised to appoint a
new prime minister, empower
the Parliament and abolish the
all-powerful executive presi-
dential system as reforms
aimed at stabilizing a country
engulfed in a political and
ecomonic crisis.

Cricket Australia: 
Sri Lanka tour still
on despite unrest

New Delhi, May 12 (PTI):

IPL form can't be the sole
criteria for a national call-
up but Dinesh Karthik and
Rahul Tewatia with their
stellar shows as finishers for
their respective franchises
have certainly made a
strong case for themselves
in the coming months lead-
ing up to the T20 World Cup.

The ICC event in
Australia is still more than
four months away but the se-
lectors and team manage-
ment will soon have to de-
cide on their core group of
players, starting with the
five match home series
against South Africa next
month. The finisher's job is
only gaining significance in
the power-packed modern
game and the Indian team is
definitely in need of players
who can go ballistic from
ball one. In the absence of
Hardik Pandya due to fit-
ness issues, the Indian team
management tried out
Deepak Hooda and
Venkatesh Iyer in the mid-
dle-order post World Cup de-
bacle last year but they
haven't yet found closure as
far as their search is con-
cerned. Hardik, who has
done well in the IPL in what
has been his comeback com-
petition, too has thrown

himself back into national
contention. However, Hooda
and Hardik have been bat-
ting higher up in the order
for their respective IPL
teams but are expected to
play lower down for the na-
tional team.

Venkatesh has had a
tough second year in the IPL
and has gone down in the
pecking order of finishers.

With Ravindra Jadeja
being the only established
finisher in the Indian team,
IPL performers like Karthik
and Tewatia sensed an op-
portunity and have made
full use of it.

Tewatia has built a repu-
tation of winning games
from improbable situations

while Karthik, who had
made his India debut way
back in 2004, has shown in-
satiable hunger to make an-
other comeback.

Former India chief selec-
tor MSK Prasad feels both
Karthik and Tewatia must
be tried in the series against
South Africa beginning on
June 9 besides calling for
Hardik's return.

"Hardik, Jaddu, Karthik
and Tewatia are my top four
for the finisher's role. DK
and Tewatia has been bril-
liant in this IPL and Hardik
has made a good comeback.
The World Cup is still some
time away but the likes of
DK and Tewatia should get
their opportunity.

IPL gives India more finishing options
in Dinesh Karthik and Rahul Tewatia

Bangkok, May 12 (PTI):

Double Olympic medal-
list P V Sindhu fought hard
before losing to Ratchanok
Intanon as the Indian
women's badminton team
crashed out of the Uber
Cup Finals after being
drubbed 0-3 by Thailand in
the quarterfinals, here on
Thursday.

World No. 7 Sindhu was
off colour for the second
consecutive day as she
squandered one-game lead
to go down 21-18 17-21 12-21
against Intanon, ranked
eighth, in a 59-minute first
women's singles match.

The defeat means Sindhu
now trails Intanon 4-7 on
head-to-head record.

India were down 0-2
when the women's doubles
pair of Shruti Mishra and
Simran Singhi lost 16-21 13-
21 against the Thai pair of
Jongkolphan Kititharakul
and Rawinda Prajongjai. It
was no better for Aakarshi
Kashyap, who surrendered
16-21 11-21 to Pornpawee

Chochuwong in the second
singles match that lasted 42
minutes.

As Thailand took an
unassailable 3-0 lead, the re-
maining two matches of the
tie became redundant and
were not played.

In the second women's
doubles contest, the Indian
pair of Tanisha Crasto and
Treesa Jolly was to face

Benyapa Aimsaard and
Nuntakarn Aimsaard,
while Ashmita Chaliha was
scheduled to play Busanan
Ongbamrungphan.

Earlier on Wednesday,
Sindhu lost in straight
games 15-21 14-21 against
world number four An
Seyoung in India's final
Group D match, where it
was blanked 0-5 by Korea.

Sindhu-led India crash out of Uber
Cup, lose 0-3 to Thailand in quarters

Thailand's Ratchanok Intanon hits a return against India's Pusarla 
V. Sindhu during their women's singles quarter-final match at the 2022
Thomas and Uber Cup badminton tournament in Bangkok on Thursday.

New Delhi, May 12 (PTI):

Indian boxers Nikhat
Zareen (52kg), Parveen
(63kg) and Manisha (57kg)
advanced to the second and
third rounds of the IBA
Women's World Boxing
Championships in Istanbul
after clinching impressive
wins in their respective
bouts on Wednesday.

Zareen outpunched
Mexico's Herrera Alvarez 5-
0, while Parveen defeated
Ukraine's Mariia Bova by a
similar margin.

Manisha, who received a
bye in the opening round,
too prevailed by an unani-
mous decision against Kala
Thapa of Nepal to make her
way into the third round.

In the last bout of the day,
Saweety (75kg) went down
to England's Kerry Davis
via a 2-3 split decision.

Zareen, who won the gold
at the prestigious Strandja
Memorial earlier this year,

continued her winning run
as she dispatched Alvarez
without breaking a sweat.

The 2019 Asian
Championships bronze
medallist was in complete
control throughout the
bout, making use of her
long reach. She attacked
with some sharp and pre-
cise punches in her opening
bout.

The 25-year-old
Telangana boxer will

square off against 2021
Asian Championships
bronze medallist
Mongolia's Lutsaikhany
Altantsetseg next.

Parveen, the 22-year-old
from Haryana, won by an
unanimous decision
against the much more ex-
perienced Ukranian boxer,
who is 12 years her senior,
in the light welter division
to set the tone for the Indian
boxers.

Rome, May 12 (AP): 

Once is enough when it
comes to beating Rafael
Nadal on a clay court.
Throughout his career,
Nadal has never lost con-
secutive matches on his fa-
vorite surface and the
Spaniard extended that per-
fect record  by beating John
Isner 6-3, 6-1 to reach the
third round of the Italian
Open.

Nadal was coming off a
loss to 19-year-old Carlos
Alcaraz in the Madrid Open
quarterfinals last week.
After a first-round bye, he
improved to 44-0 in matches
on clay following a loss on
the surface. Perhaps more
importantly, Nadal re-
gained some confidence as
he works his way back from
a rib stress fracture that
kept him out for six weeks
before the tournament in
Madrid. While he would
clearly love to add to his
record total of 10 Italian
Open titles, Nadal's bigger
objective is regaining his

top form in time for the
French Open, which starts
in less than two weeks.
Nadal has won 13 of his 21
Grand Slam titles at Roland
Garros.

When the match finished,
Nadal headed straight to
the practice court to hit
more balls. He explained
that he's a bit in a rush to
find his best form as soon as
possible. I need to work as
much as I can, Nadal said.

Isner confident despite tall
task vs. Nadal at Italian Open

World Boxing Championships

Nikhat, Parveen, Manisha
register comprehensive wins

Zareen outpunched Mexico's Herrera Alvarez 5-0.

U’khand announces 3 free LPG 
cylinders for Antyodaya card-holders 

Dehradun, May 12 (PTI): 

The Uttarakhand gov-
ernment Thursday decided
it will give three free LPG
cylinders to Antyodaya
card-holders every year, a
move opposition Congress
claimed violated the Model
Code of Conduct and will
be raised by the party be-
fore the Election
Commission.

The Congress said the
MCC came into force after
it was announced that the
Champawat assembly by-
poll -- in which Chief
Minister Pushkar Singh
Dhami is the BJP's candi-
date -- will be held on May
31. The decision to provide
free cooking gas cylinders
was taken at a meeting of
the state cabinet chaired by

the chief minister. Briefing
the media after the cabinet
meeting, Chief Secretary S
S Sandhu said a total of
1,84,142 Antyodaya card-
holders will benefit rom
the decision.

The cabinet also decided
to continue giving a bonus
of Rs 20 per quintal to
farmers on the purchase of
wheat like previous years,
he said. The BJP welcomed
the cabinet's decision on
free LPG cylinders, saying
it was in accordance with
the concept of a welfare
State.

It is a historic decision.
The state government has
kept its promise. It will em-
power the weaker sections.
It will help them lead a bet-
ter life, state BJP media in-
charge Manveer Singh

Chauhan said. However,
the Congress said the an-
nouncement has been
made clearly to influence
voters and that it was a vio-
lation of the model code of
conduct.

We are going to the
Election Commission to
lodge a complaint. It is a
clear violation of the
model code of conduct.
Why is the state govern-
ment doing such a thing? Is
it not sure about the chief
minister's victory in
Champawat?" senior
Congress leader Suryakant
Dhasmana said. Dhami is
contesting the bypoll to be-
come a member of the
state assembly as he could
not win from Khatima seat
during regular polls held
in February.

‘Nurses are backbone of healthcare sector’
New Delhi, May 12 (PTI): 

Nurses play a vital role
in the healthcare domain
and are the most important
link between a doctor and a
patient, Minister of State
for Health Bharati Pravin
Pawar said on Thursday
underlining that a strong
nursing sector is an essen-
tial building block of a
strong healthcare sector.
Addressing an event to
mark International Nurses
Day, Pawar said nurses are
the backbone of the health-
care industry who tireless-
ly take care of all the re-
quirements of patients, ac-
cording to a Health
Ministry statement.

Congratulating the en-
tire nursing fraternity for
their dedicated service to
the nation, Pawar said,
"Nurses play a vital role in
the healthcare industry
and are the most important
link between a doctor and
the patient. Nurses are the
heroes who attend to the

needs of their patients, be
it day or night, without a
frown on their face. They
are the backbone of the
healthcare industry who
tirelessly take care of all
the requirements of the pa-
tients." She applauded the
remarkable role of the
nursing fraternity in the
COVID-19 pandemic and
stated no words are enough
to thank them. "This fills us
with the deep thought of
gratitude and respect for
this noble profession," she
said.

She further noted that
nursing is currently the
largest occupational group
in the health sector, ac-
counting for approximately
59 per cent of the health
professionals, and serves as
the first point of contact
and this makes their role all
the more important in the
healthcare delivery system,
the statement stated. "A
strong nursing sector is an
essential building block of
a strong healthcare sector.

Nurses are the foundation
of hospitals. They are the
heart and soul of caring.
Nurses play a key role in in-
dividual and community's
health. Investing in nursing
will help in achieving our
objectives of universal
health coverage through
improved health services
and disease prevention,"
she added. Highlighting the
initiatives of the govern-
ment in the nursing sector,
the minister briefed about a
technology platform,
'Nurses Registration and

Traking System'- A Live
Register of Nurses, devel-
oped by the Indian Nursing
Council and the Ministry of
Health and Family Welfare.
The Indian Nurses Live
Register is an online reg-
istry which provides latest
information of the current-
ly practising nurses, there-
by helping the government
in better manpower plan-
ning and policy making for
nursing professionals in
India.

In addition to this, the
Indian Nursing Council
(INC) has also set up a skill
simulation lab in Delhi-
NCR to provide state-of-
the-art training to nursing
faculty. The event was or-
ganised by the Indian
Nursing Council in collab-
oration with the Ministry
of Health and Family
Welfare. International
Nurses Day is observed
globally on the birth an-
niversary of Florence
Nightingale, the founder of
modern nursing.

HC dismisses plea on Taj
Mahal, pulls up petitioner

Lucknow May 12 (PTI): 

The Allahabad High
Court on Thursday dis-
missed a plea seeking a
''fact-finding inquiry'' into
the history of the Taj
Mahal and the "opening of
22 rooms'' on the monu-
ment's premises, saying the
petitioner failed to point
out which of his legal or
constitutional rights were
being infringed.

The Lucknow bench of
justices DK Upadhyay and
Subhash Vidyarthi pulled
up the lawyer of petitioner
Rajneesh Singh, who is the
media in-charge of the
BJP's Ayodhya unit, for fil-
ing the PIL in a "casual"
manner and said it cannot
pass an order under Article

226 of the Constitution in
the matter.

The article empowers a
high court to issue to any
person or authority in the
area under its jurisdiction
orders or writs to enforce
the fundamental rights.
The bench said that the pe-
titioner could not point out
as to which of his legal or
constitutional rights were
being infringed.

The petitioner's lawyer
Rudra Vikram Singh
urged the court to permit
him to withdraw the peti-
tion and file a fresh plea,
but the bench did not ac-
cept his request and dis-
missed the petition.

The writ petition was
filed on Saturday in the
registry of the Lucknow

bench of the High Court
by Rajneesh Singh seeking
a fact-finding inquiry into
the history of the Taj
Mahal. It also sought open-
ing of the doors of its "22
rooms" to see "the truth,
whatever it is".

Several Hindu right-
wing outfits have claimed
in the past that the
Mughal-era mausoleum
was a Lord Shiva temple.
The monument is protect-
ed by the Archaeological
Survey of India (ASI). The
petition also sought the
setting aside of certain
provisions of The Ancient
and Historical Monuments
and Archaeological Sites
and Remains (Declaration
of National Importance)
Act 1951.

Bhubaneswar, May 12 (PTI): 

Odisha Chief
Minister Naveen
Patnaik on Thursday
asked DFOs to pre-
pare a roadmap for
improving forest
health or the general
condition of forests.

Odisha has record-
ed the highest increase in
mangrove forest cover and
the third highest in overall
forest cover among all the
states and Union territo-
ries between 2019 and 2021,
as per the India State of
Forest Report-2021.

Inaugurating a two-day
conference of divisional
forest officers (DFOs) here,
Patnaik said the roadmap
will suggest ways to re-

duce man-animal conflict,
prevent trafficking, pro-
vide livelihood to people
living on the fringe of
forests, mitigate wildfires
and allow forests to grow
without destruction, thus
improving their health.

He said the forest cover
in the state has increased
due to the tireless efforts of
Van Suraksha Samiti
(VSS) members and forest
personnel.

Noting that afforesta-
tion is a key component in
providing employment to
people residing in villages
on the fringes of the forest,
thus improving their liv-
ing standards, he advised
officials concerned to rope
in women self-help groups
for planting seedlings and

taking care of those.
He said that eco-tourism

has brought Rs 10.51-crore
business in 2021-22, and
local communities have
benefited Rs 2.61 crore
from it. "Eco-tourism has
provided new opportuni-
ties to people of the fringe
villages, and we should up-
scale this to harness the
untapped potential of our
forests," he said.

He expressed happiness
over Odisha extensively
using digital technology in
forest management.

As per the India State of
Forest Report, Odisha's
forest cover has increased
by 537.3 sq km from 2019-
21, trailing Andhra
Pradesh (647 sq km) and
Telangana (632 sq km).

The state's forest cover
has increased to 52,155.95
sq km, comprising 33.5 per
cent of the total geograph-
ical area, from 51,619 sq
km in 2019, it said.

Odisha also topped
states and UTs in an in-
crease in mangrove forest
cover, adding 8 sq km of it
since 2017, it added.

At the event, state
Forest, Environment and
Climate Change Minister
B K Arukha said that the
department has reduced
incidents of forest fires by
50 per cent as compared to
last year.

Chief Secretary S C
Mohapatra said that the
state's green cover is in-
creasing consistently over
the last 20-25 years.

‘NDA govt will complete its term in Bihar’
New Delhi, May 12 (PTI): 

BJP leader and Bihar
minister Shahnawaz
Hussain asserted on
Thursday that the Nitish
Kumar-led government
will complete its tenure till
2025 as he sought to scotch
speculation about its sta-
bility.

Speaking to reporters at
the Bihar Investors' Meet
here, Hussain said there
should be no "ifs and buts"
as far as the state govern-
ment's stability is con-
cerned and added that
Kumar, the JD(U)'s face,
will continue to lead it to
usher in development.

Speculation about the
fate of the BJP-JD(U) al-
liance government has
been rife as the relation-
ship between the two allies
are believed to be far from
smooth. Opposition RJD
leader Tejashwi Yadav's
meeting with Kumar on
the issue of caste census

on Wednesday has added
to the grist after the two
leaders also attended each
other's 'iftars' recently.

In Delhi to hold a meet-
ing of business persons
as part of his efforts to
boost investment in
Bihar, where industry
presence has been poor,

Hussain made the re-
marks in reply to a ques-
tion about the state gov-
ernment's stability.

Expressing confidence
about growing industrial
presence in the state, he
said the meeting drew
better than expected re-
sponse, adding that simi-

lar meetings will be held
in cities like Mumbai,
Ahmedabad and Kolkata
before a final one is held
in Patna where MoUs for
investments are expected
to be signed.

Bihar's development is
necessary if the country
has to develop, he said,
adding that the state gov-
ernment has created a
landpool of 2,900 acres
for industries.

The state has neces-
sary infrastructure facil-
ities coupled with re-
quired availability of
power and water to boost
industry, he said, adding
that the government is
focussing on food pro-
cessing and textile sec-
tors.

The state is thinking
big, and mega food parks
and mega logistic parks
are coming up there. A
number of ethanol
plants will also open in
the state, he said.
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Bharati Pravin Pawar

Maharashtra Governor Bhagat Singh Koshyari felicitates Indian tabla virtuoso Ustad Zakir Hussain during a 
special convocation of Mumbai University, at the university's Fort Campus, Thursday.

SPECIAL CONVOCATION

Medical students take part in an anti-tobacco campaign rally during an awareness programme, in Bengaluru, Thursday. 

AWEARENESS CAMPAIGN
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‘Prepare roadmap for 
improving forest health’
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Over Rs 2.31 cr worth
of ‘disproportionate’

assets seized

Hyderabad, May 12
(PTI): Telangana's Anti-
Corruption Bureau
(ACB) has unearthed dis-
proportionate assets
worth over Rs 2.31 crore
allegedly belonging to a
Mandal Panchayat
Officer (MPO) in
Sangareddy district of
the State, the agency said
on Thursday.

A case of assets dispro-
portionate to known
sources of income was
registered against the of-
ficer, who had acquired
the assets by allegedly in-
dulging in unlawful prac-
tices and dubious means
during his service and il-
licitly enriched himself,
an ACB release said here.

From mandal 
panchayat officer

PM gets emotional as
girl shares her dream

New Delhi, May 12:
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Thursday got
emotional while interact-
ing with the daughter of a
beneficiary of the govern-
ment schemes who was vi-
sually challenged. Hearing
the reason for his daugh-
ter wanting to become a
doctor, the PM took a long
pause and appeared to be
overwhelmed.

The prime minister,
while interacting with the
beneficiary, asked him if
he imparts education to
his daughters, to which
the latter said that one of
the three daughters want-
ed to become a doctor. The
man, who was speaking
into a microphone, said
that all three of his
daughters were in school
and two of them were
even getting government
scholarships.

BJP to get more RS seats from UP
Lucknow, May 12 (PTI): 

The BJP is set to in-
crease its members in
Rajya Sabha from Uttar
Pradesh, while the BSP
and the Congress would
be the major losers in the
upcoming election to 11
seats of the upper house
from the state. Uttar
Pradesh sends 31 mem-
bers to Rajya Sabha.
Among the 11 retiring
MPs from the state, five
are from the BJP, three
from the SP, two from the
BSP and one from the
Congress.

The Election
Commission on Thursday
announced that voting
will be held on June 10 to
fill 57 Rajya Sabha seats
from 15 states, including

111 from Uttar Pradesh.
These seats will be falling
vacant due to the retire-
ment of members be-
tween June and August.
Kapil Sibal from
Congress, Satish Chandra
Mishra, BSP general sec-
retary, and Reoti Raman
Singh of Samajwadi
Party are among the
members whose terms
are ending. With 403
elected members in the
UP assembly, a candidate
will require at least 37
votes for victory. The out-
come of the recently held
state assembly elections
has changed the equation
this time. With 273 MLAs,
the BJP-led NDA will be
able to get seven members
elected easily, while SP
and its allies (RLD and

SBSP), with a strength of
125 legislators will be able
to ensure victory of three
candidates. For the 11th
seat, both SP and BJP will
be trying to win the sup-
port of other parties, in-
cluding Raja Bhaiyya's
Jansatta Dal Loktantrik
and the Congress which
have two MLAs each and
the lone legislator of
Mayawati's BSP.

After the retirement of
Sibal, the Congress'' rep-
resentation in the upper
house from the state will
be nil. BSP's two senior
leaders - Satish Chandra
Mishra and Ashok
Siddharth - will retire in
July after which it will
have only one member
Ramji Gautam in the
upper house.

Kolkata, May 12 (PTI):
West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata
Banerjee on Thursday
wrote to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, seeking
his intervention to re-
lease funds for MGNRE-
GA and PM Awas Yojana
(PMAY).

In the letter, Banerjee
said her government was
unable to make wage pay-
ments for over four
months now because of
the unavailability of
funds.

"It is very astonishing
that the Government of
India is not releasing
funds to West Bengal for
MGNREGA and PM Awas
Yojana," she said.

Mamata writes 
to Modi, seeks 

release of MGNREGA,
PMAY funds


