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Kerala rains
NNeeww  DDeellhhii::  Southwest
monsoon, considered the
lifeline of India’s agri-
based economy, is likely
to bring first showers to
Kerala by May 27, earlier
than the normal onset
date, the weather office
announced on Friday. The
normal onset date for
monsoon over Kerala is
June 1. This year, the
onset of southwest mon-
soon over Kerala is likely
to be earlier than the nor-
mal date of onset.

Mohali explosion
CChhaannddiiggaarrhh:: The Punjab
Police has arrested five
people in connection with
the RPG attack at its
Mohali office and pointed
at the nexus of militant
outfit Babbar Khalsa
International and
Pakistan’s spy agency ISI.
Addressing a press con-
ference here on Friday,
Director General of Police
V K Bhawra said a sixth
accused is in police cus-

tody in a separate case. 

Cardiac arrest 
NNooiiddaa::  A 48-year-old man
arrested in a cyber-fraud
case last week and
lodged in judicial custody
in a Greater Noida jail,
died of cardiac arrest,
officials said on Friday.
Police said Sanjay
Mandal, who hailed from
Faridabad in Haryana and
was arrested in a cyber-
fraud case on May 6,
prima facie died of a car-
diac arrest on the inter-
vening night of Thursday
and Friday. 

Tigress dead 
JJaaiippuurr::  A tigress was
found dead at the
Ranthambore Tiger
Reserve in Rajasthan’s
Sawai Madhopur district
on Friday, an official said.
The carcass of T-61, aged
around 11 years, was
found in Zone 7 of the
tiger reserve, following
which it was taken to the
Rajbagh forest chowki.
Ranthambore Field
Director Seduram Yadav
said prima facie the death
occurred after falling from
a height but the exact
cause of it will be known
only after the post-
mortem report arrives.

Woman heckled 
SShhiilllloonngg:: A woman was
tied to a pole at a market
place at Jowai in
Meghalaya and heckled
for alleged pickpocketing
prompting police to initi-
ate action, officials said
on Friday. An undated
video of the incident went
viral on the social media
on Friday. It showed the
woman being taken to a
shed by unknown people
during the daytime, asked
questions and then being
tied to a pole amidst jeer-
ing by onlookers.
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A student from Gurukul 
art school makes a painting

to pay tribute to Rahul
Bhat, a Kashmiri pandit

killed by militants in
Kashmir, in Mumbai, Friday.
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Udaipur, May 13:
Launching a blistering at-
tack on Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, AICC
president Sonia Gandhi
on Friday accused him of
keeping the country in a
state of permanent polari-
sation, “brutalising” mi-
norities and “threaten-
ing” political opponents.
She called for urgent re-
forms in the party as “ex-
traordinary situations de-
mand extraordinary ac-
tion” and also  sending out
a clear message to
Congress ranks.
Launching the three-day
brainstorming conclave
she said the party will
have to change its style of
functioning and urged
them to keep the organisa-
tion above their personal

ambitions and pay back
their debt to the party as it
had given a lot to every-
one. She urged around 450
delegates to deliberate
with an open mind but
send out a single message
of a strong organisation,
resolve and unity.

“In one way this
(Congress transforma-
tion) is the most funda-
mental issue. Our revival
is only possible through
collective efforts. Such col-
lective efforts will not be
deferred. This Shivir is
the start of the journey,”
Gandhi said.

“The circumstances be-
fore our organisation are
u n p r e c e d e n t e d .
Extraordinary situations
demand extraordinary ac-
tion. I am fully alert to
this. The organisation has
to bring changes within it-
self, not just to stay alive
but to move forward. We
are in dire need of im-
provement and changing
strategy,” she also said.

She stressed that the
Congress’s revival would
only happen with grand
collective efforts and those
cannot be put off.

Noting that this shivir
in this journey is an im-
portant step, she noted,
“We are not oblivious to
the recent failures nor are
we oblivious to the strug-
gle we have to undertake
to win. We are not un-
aware of the expectations

of the people.” The
Congress president assert-
ed that all have gathered
to take a collective and in-
dividual resolve to bring
the party in the same posi-
tion it once had and play
the role that people ex-
pected it to play in these
“deteriorating circum-
stances”.

Taking on the govern-
ment, she said, it has be-
come “painfully clear”
what Modi and his col-
leagues really mean by
their frequently-used slo-
gan ‘maximum gover-
nance minimum govern-
ment’.

“It means keeping the
country in a state of per-
manent polarisation, com-
pelling people to live in a
constant state of fear and
insecurity. It means vi-
ciously targeting, victim-
ising and often brutalising
of minorities who are an
integral part of our socie-
ty and equal citizens of
our republic,” she noted.

“It means using our so-
ciety’s age-old pluralities
to divide us and subvert-
ing the carefully nurtured
idea of unity and diversi-
ty. It means threatening
and intimidating political
opponents, maligning
their reputation, jailing
them on flimsy pretexts
and misusing investiga-
tive agencies,” Gandhi
said.

She said it means erod-
ing the independence and
professionalism of all in-
stitutions of democracy.

Gandhi also accused the
BJP-led government of
“wholesale reinvention of
history”, constant deni-
gration of its leaders, es-
pecially Jawaharlal
Nehru and the systematic
move to distort, deny and
destroy their contribu-
tions, their achievements
and their sacrifices.

“It means glorifying the
killers of Mahatma
Gandhi,” the Congress
chief said.

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  MMaayy  1133  ((PPTTII))::

The National Investigation
Agency (NIA) on Friday filed
a charge sheet against seven
people, including its former
officer Arvind Digvijay Negi
and Kashmiri human rights
activist Khurram Parvez, in a
terror funding case.

The charge sheet was
filed in a special NIA court in
New Delhi against former
Superintendent of Police
Negi, Parvez, Muneer
Ahmad Kataria and Arshid
Ahmad Tonch of north
Kashmir, Zaffar Abbas of
Bihar, and Rambhawan
Prasad and Chandan Mahato
of West Bengal under rele-
vant laws, a spokesperson of
the agency said.

Negi was arrested in
February this year and
Parvez in November last
year in connection with a
case related to a conspiracy
hatched by the Pakistan-
based terrorist organisation
Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) to

fund and recruit operatives
and over-ground workers
(OGWs) for providing sup-
port in planning and execu-
tion of terrorist activities in
various parts of the country,
including Jammu and
Kashmir.

The NIA registered the
case on November 6 last
year. “Investigation revealed
that LeT operatives based in
Pakistan had hatched a con-
spiracy with Parvez, Kataria,
Tonch and Abbas to run a
network of OGWs of LeT for
furthering the activities of
LeT and to commit terrorist
acts in India, the NIA said.

The agency said these
accused persons collected
information regarding vital
installations, deployment
and movement of security
forces, procured official
secret documents and
passed on the same to their
LeT handlers through
encrypted communication
channels for monetary con-
sideration.

New Delhi, May 13 (PTI):

Those travelling
abroad for jobs, education
and business purposes
can take the precaution
dose of COVID-19 vaccine
anytime after three
months from the second
dose as required by the
destination country, the
Centre said on Friday, a
day after it relaxed the
stipulated nine-month
waiting period for inter-
national travel.

In a letter to states and
union territories, the
Centre said necessary
provisions have been
made on the Co-WIN por-
tal to enable updation of
the precaution dose so ad-
ministered and citizens

will not be required to up-
load documents such as
visa. The Health Ministry
received several requests
for the early administra-
tion of precaution dose to
those who need to under-
take international travel
for educational purpose,
employment opportuni-
ties, participation in
sports tournaments, at-
tending bilateral and mul-
tilateral meetings as part
of India’s official delega-
tion, and business com-
mitments, Additional
Secretary in the ministry
Manohar Agnani said.

In this context, to facili-
tate international travel
for such genuine reasons,
the necessary provision of
early administration of

precaution dose for these
travellers has been done
on the Co-WIN portal
under the National
COVID-19 Vaccination
Programme, Agnani said
in the guidelines shared
by him.

Based on the recom-
mendations of experts,
the competent authority
has approved early ad-
ministration of precau-
tion dose as required by
the destination country
for these overseas trav-
ellers, subject to a mini-
mum period of 90 days be-
tween the second dose and
the precaution dose.

“The necessary provi-
sions for the same have
been made on Co-WIN,”
Agnani stated.

Srinagar, May 13 (PTI): 

A Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT)
terrorist who had recently
infiltrated into Kashmir
was killed in an encounter
with security forces in
Bandipora district on
Friday, police said.
Security forces launched a
cordon-and-search opera-
tion in Brar in the Aragam
area of Bandipora in
north Kashmir following
inputs about the presence
of terrorists there, a police
official said.

He said the search oper-
ation turned into an en-
counter after the hiding
terrorists fired upon secu-
rity forces personnel, who
retaliated.In the ensuing
exchange of fire, one of

the terrorists was killed,
he said.

The official said the
identity of the slain ter-
rorist was being ascer-
tained. Earlier in the day,
Inspector General of
Police (IGP) of Kashmir
Vijay Kumar said the two
terrorists trapped in Brar
were Pakistani and be-
longed to the LeT. They
had infiltrated into
Jammu and Kashmir re-
cently. They had managed
to escape during an en-
counter in the Salinder
forest area on Wednesday,
he said.

The terrorists were
tracked down and trapped
in Brar in Bandipora on
Friday, the IGP said in a
tweet.

SC agrees to hear
plea  on demolitions

in Jahangirpuri
New Delhi, May 13 (PTI):
The Supreme Court on
Friday agreed to hear a
plea seeking quashing of
notification issued by the
North Delhi Municipal
Corporation on demoli-
tions in the violence-hit
Jahangirpuri.

A bench of Justices L
Nageswara Rao, B R
Gavai, and A S Bopanna
said it was not inclined to
issue a notice in the mat-
ter.

We will list it with
Jahangirpuri demolition
matters. Persuade the
judges there. We will not
issue notice, the bench
told advocate Prashant
Bhushan appearing for the
petitioner Madhu Sharan
and others.

DRI seizes 15.93 kg
gold smuggled 

NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Revenue Intelligence
officers have seized 15.93 kg of
foreign origin gold valued at
over Rs 8 crore smuggled
through the India-Myanmar bor-
der, the Finance Ministry said on
Friday. In an operation code-
named ‘Gold on the Highway’,
the Directorate of Revenue
Intelligence (DRI) officers acted
on specific intelligence mounted
surveillance on two oil tankers
and a truck travelling separately
from Mao, Manipur to Guwahati,
Assam. In the early morning
hours on May 12, these vehicles
were intercepted simultaneously
at different points along the
national highway between
Dimapur and Guwahati. The
15.93 kg of foreign origin gold
smuggled through the India-
Myanmar border, and valued at
Rs 8.38 crore, was seized by DRI
officers on May 12 in Guwahati
and Dimapur, the ministry said
in a statement.

New Delhi, May 13 (PTI):

Senior IAS officer
Nidhi Chibber has been
appointed as the chairper-
son of the Central Board
of Secondary Education
(CBSE) in a top-level bu-
reaucratic reshuffle ef-
fected by the Centre on
Friday. Chibber, a 1994
batch Indian
Administrative Service
officer of Chhattisgarh
cadre, is currently
Additional Secretary,
Ministry of Heavy
Industries. She has been
appointed as chairperson,
CBSE in the rank and pay
of Additional Secretary to
the government of India,
an order issued by the
Personnel Ministry said.
Vivek Kumar Dewangen,

a 1993 batch IAS officer of
Manipur cadre, has been
named Chairman &
Managing Director, REC
Ltd., Ministry of Power.

He is currently
Additional Secretary in
the Ministry of Power. S
G o p a l a k r i s h n a n ,
Additional Secretary in

the Prime Minister’s
Office (PMO) has been ap-
pointed as Additional
Secretary, Department of
Health and Family
Welfare. Rakesh Sarwal,
Additional Secretary,
NITI Aayog will be
Managing Director,
National Waqf
Development Corporation
Ltd., Ministry of
Minority Affairs, the
order said. Aditi Das
Rout, Joint Secretary,
Ministry of Women and
Child Development has
been promoted as
Additional Secretary in
the same ministry. Shyam
Bhagat Negi, Joint
Secretary, Ministry of
Coal will be Additional
Secretary, Cabinet
Secretariat.

Barmer/Jaisalmer, May
13 (PTI): Streets in many
places in western
Rajasthan bear a deserted
look during much of the
day as if a lockdown is in
place, with people keeping
indoors due to the heat-
wave. Barmer recorded
the highest day tempera-
ture of 48.2 degree Celsius
on Thursday while the
mercury soared to 47.2 in
Jaisalmer.

The Meteorological
Department has issued a
red alert for Bikaner,
Churu, Jaisalmer,
G a n g a n a g a r ,
H a n u m a n g a r h ,
Jhunjhunu, and Kota dis-
tricts for May 14.

It said the situation is
likely to continue for next
two days, after which some
respite may be expected.

Meanwhile, dust storms
coupled with heatwave in
rural areas have disrupted
the routine life.

“The heat is unbearable.
As the day progresses, con-
ditions become tougher
and it becomes a challenge

to go out in the afternoon,”
Sunil Kumar, a trader in
Barmer, told PTI.

He said the sale of ACs
and coolers has suddenly
shot up and customers
visit either in the morning
hours or in late evening
hours to avoid heatstroke.

The heatwave persists
till late in the night and be-
fore sleeping on the roof,
people sprinkle water to
reduce the impact of the
heat.

Generally, people used to
take bath in the evening
but due to the scorching
sun, water of the tanks
kept on the roof turns too
hot to use.

Be it Barmer or
Jaisalmer, people start the
day quite early and finish
morning routine work by
8-9 am.

New Delhi, May 13 (PTI): 

The Supreme Court on
Friday refused to postpone
the NEET-PG-22 examina-
tion on a plea of doctors,
saying the delay would se-
riously affect patient care
and would create chaos
and uncertainty . A bench
of Justices DY
Chandrachud and Surya
Kant said the postpone-
ment of the examination
would create chaos and
uncertainty and would af-
fect the larger section of
students, who have regis-
tered for the examination.

The top court said, Over
two lakh students have
registered for the ensuing

examination and their
schedule will be seriously
affected if a further post-
ponement is granted
under the direction of this
court which will result in
chaos and uncertainty .

It said, These are mat-
ters which essentially per-
tain to the policy domain
unless the court is satis-
fied that the decision
which has been taken by
the authorities was with-
out any application of
mind in relevant circum-
stances or is manifestly ar-
bitrary, there would be no
reason for the court to in-
terfere . The bench added
that the postponement of
any examination is replete

with serious consequences
as while one body of stu-
dents may be interested in
seeking a postponement,
there would be a large
body of other students
who have studied and reg-
istered for the examina-
tion, who would be seri-
ously affected. Above all,
the need of patient care
and treatment must be
paramount in the clash of
rival interests between
those doctors who have
registered for ensuing ex-
amination and those who
have not registered. Hence
in our considered view, the
relief which has been
sought in these proceed-
ings cannot be granted.

New Delhi, May 13 (PTI):

Indian Railways, the
country’s biggest employ-
er, has abolished more
than 72,000 posts in the last
six years against a propos-
al to surrender 81,000 posts
during the same period,
according to official docu-
ments.

All of these are Group C
and D posts which have be-
come redundant due to
technology, and they will
not be available for re-
cruitment purposes in the
future.

Employees currently
holding such posts are
likely to be absorbed in the
various departments of
the Railways. Officials
said these posts had to be
eliminated as Railway op-

erations have become
modern and digitised.
According to the docu-
ments, the 16 zonal rail-
ways have surrendered
56,888 “non-essential”
posts during the financial
years 2015-16 to 2020-21,
with 15,495 more sched-
uled to be surrendered.

While the Northern
Railways has surrendered
more than 9,000 posts, the
South Eastern Railway
has given up around 4,677.
The Southern Railway has
abolished 7,524 posts and
the Eastern Railways
more than 5,700. Sources
said a work-study per-
formance of staffers,
which determines if a cer-
tain post is defunct or not,
for the financial year 2021-
22 is in the final stages.

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  MMaayy  1133  ((PPTTII))::

The ED on Friday said it has
raided multiple premises of
Bangladesh nationals and their
associates in West Bengal as
part of an investigation against
them on charges of undertak-
ing fraudulent financial deals
worth crores by “posing” as
Indians. Searches are being
carried out at 10 locations in
the state, the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) said in a state-
ment. West Bengal shares an
over 2,216-km-long interna-
tional boundary with
Bangladesh. The federal
agency said premises linked to
Bangladesh nationals like
Proshanta Kumar Halder,
Pritish Kumar Halder, Pranesh
Kumar Halder and their associ-
ates across the state of West

Bengal are being raided.
“Proshanta Kumar Halder has
been posing as an Indian citi-
zen by the name of
Shibshankar Halder after hav-
ing managed to fraudulently
obtain various government
identities like a ration card
(from the state of West
Bengal), an Indian voter ID,
PAN (permanent account num-
ber) card and an Aadhaar
card,” it said. His associates
have also done the same, the
agency said. “The ED has
ascertained that these
Bangladesh nationals have also
managed to float companies in
India on the basis of fraudu-
lently obtained identities and
have even purchased immov-
able properties at various
places, including in posh areas
of Kolkata,” the ED added.

‘Chintan Shivir’

‘Extraordinary situations demand extraordinary action’
AICC President slams PM for ‘brutalising minorities’

Terror funding case

Former NIA officer, 
Kashmiri human rights activist

among 7 charge-sheeted

LeT terrorist killed in
encounter with security forces 

Those travelling abroad can take 
precaution dose 3 months after second jab

Heatwave sweeps western Rajasthan; Barmer, Jaisalmer worst hit

A mother and daughter use an umbrella to shield themselves

from the heat on a hot summer day, in Gurugram, Friday.

SC refuses to postpone 
NEET-PG-22 examination

‘It will cause chaos and uncertainty’

Nidhi Chibber appointed CBSE chief
Vivek Kumar Dewangen to be CMD of REC Ltd

Vikas Sheel, Additional
Secretary, Department of
Health and Family Welfare
has been named as Additional
Secretary and Mission
Director, Jal Jeevan Mission,
Department of Drinking
Water and Sanitation while
Alok Shekhar, who is present-
ly working in his cadre state
Punjab, will be Additional
Secretary, Ministry of
Statistics and Programme
Implementation.

ED raids Bangladesh 
nationals living in West Bengal

as Indian citizens

Railways cuts flab, surrenders
72,000 ‘non-essential’ posts 

 Preparations for major

organisational reforms

Sharda Prasad Gupta

Bhilai: Rishabh
Complex Durg resident
Sharda Prasad Gupta
left for heavenly abode
on Friday. Funeral pro-
cession will be taken out
from his residence on
May 14 around 09:00 hrs
and last rites of the mor-
tal remains will be per-
formed at Harnabandha
Muktidham. He was the
father of Ganesh Gupta
and Yuvaraj Gupta and
father in law of Prabha
Gupta and Vinita Gupta.

OBITUARY
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Bhilai, May 13: Under the
supervision of Mayor
Neeraj Pal and
Commissioner Prakash
Surve, Public Grievance
Redressal Camps are being
organized in various wards
of Bhilai Municipal
Corporation. People are ac-
tively participating in these
camps and are filing appli-
cations and complaints.

On Friday, Mayor Neeraj
Pal and Commissioner
Prakash Surve inspected
the Public Grievance
Redressal Camps and inter-
acted with the people.
Mayor asked the officials to
immediately resolve the
petty problems of the peo-
ple.

Further, the problems

and complaints regarding
civic services like water,
electricity and sanitation
should be resolved on pri-
ority basis. Apart from this,
the applications like Ration
Card, Aadhar Card,
Pension, Patta should be re-
solved without any delay.

He added that the cases
related to other depart-
ments received through the
camp should be immediate-

ly sent to the concerned de-
partments and the progress
of those applications
should be monitored.

The applicant must be in-
formed about the progress
of the application. Camps
were organised at Zone No.
1 Nehru Nagar, Ward No 19
- Ram Janki Mandir Rajiv
Nagar, Zone No 3 - Ward 32
Baikunth Dham
Anganwadi Center, Zone

No 4 - Ward No 40 Mangal
Bazaar Chhawani and Zone
No 5 - Ward 59 Sector 5 of
BMC. MiC member Ekansh
Banchor was also present
during the inspection.

Camps will be held on
May 17 at the Cultural
Building of Ward Number
5 Kosanagar under zone
number 1; Cultural
Building of Vaishali Nagar
Zone 2, Cultural Building of
Ward No 33, Santoshipara
Camp 2 of Zone 3, Ward
Office of Camp 2 in Zone
No 4; Ward No 41
Community Building of
Industrial Area Chhawani
and Ward No 59 - Sat Vijay
Auditorium of Sector 5.
The common citizens will
be able to apply and get the
solution to their problems
at these camps.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 13: A delega-
tion of Bhilai Shramik
Sabha (HMS) paid a visit to
the Chief General Manager
(Township) at his office for
discussion related to the al-
lotment of quarters and eli-
gibility criterion. HMS
Deputy General Secretary
Hariram Yadav appreciat-
ed the action being taken
by the Town
Administration against the
illegal occupants.

He added that there is
also a need to change the
rules of allotment. Bhilai
Steel Plant Management
has made a provision to
allot quarters (upto 400 sq ft
carpet area) under license

system to third parties.
Due to this system, the

employees of S1 to S5 grade
are facing problems in al-
lotment of houses because
even the S4 and S5 employ-
ees are eligible to get allot-
ment of NQ3 type quarters
which are less than 400
square feet. He asserted

that the eligibility for allot-
ment of accommodation of
regular employees cannot
be justified as it is lower
than the license system.
The employees of grades S
7-8 are eligible for quarters
up to NQ4 type. HMS dele-
gation asserted that this
criterion needs to be

changed
The union put forth the

demand for change of eligi-
bility for housing allot-
ment. They demanded that
S-1 to S-3 grade employees
shall get NQ3 type quar-
ters; S-4 to S-7 employees
shall get NQ4 type quarters
and S-8 to S-11employees

shall get NQ5 type quar-
ters. Union General
Secretary Pramod Kumar
Mishra said that with this
type of arrangement the
employees who are in S7, S8
grade would be eligible for
bigger housing allotment
and S4 and S5 grade em-
ployees would also be allot-
ted accommodation up to
600 square feet. This will
also prevent illegal en-
croachments.

CGM (Township) UK Jha
and GM (Township) KC
Tripathi were present on
behalf of the management
while Sajid Khan, BG Kare,
Raghuvar Gond, Avadh
Bihari Kushwaha and oth-
ers of HMS were present in
the meeting.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 13: SR
Hospital and Research
Centre Chikhli Durg hon-
oured the nursing staff
dedicated to human serv-
ice on the occasion of
International Nursing Day
on May 12, 2022. The felici-
tation function was organ-
ised in the Hospital prem-
ises.

The hospital manage-
ment expressed happiness
by cutting the cake. The
nursing staff was hon-
oured by presenting a bou-
quet and a gift was also
given by the management.

Congratulating the
nursing staff on
International Nursing
Day, Chairman of the hos-

pital, Sanjay Tiwari said
that the services rendered
by the dedicated nursing
staff to the patients during
the period of Covid-19 are
commendable and best ex-
ample of service to
mankind. Dr Shiv Patel,
Premlal Chandrakar,

Nursing Staff Hari Sahu,
Seema Barhare, Mamta
Kumari, Kishore Kumar,
Pratima Kerketta, Vidya,
Jyoti, Leena, JN  Pandey,
Zakir Mohammad, Ajay
Agarwal, Raspal Bhatti
and other staff were pres-
ent.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 13: Master
Rohit Panda, S/o Ranjan
Kumar Panda,
DGM(HME), SAIL-Bhilai
Steel Plant and Roopali
Panda has been selected for
an International Olympiad
on Biology. He is the only
student to be selected from
the state of Chhattisgarh
for this prestigious
Olympiad.

The participants of the
Olympiad had to go
through 4 rigorous screen-
ing rounds to qualify for
the 5th level of the
International Olympiad.

It is noteworthy that the
Homi Bhabha Science
Education Center, Tata
Institute of Fundamental
Research, Mumbai organiz-
es Olympiad examinations

in Physics, Chemistry,
Biology, Astronomy, Junior
Science and Mathematics.
Under this, competition is
organized at four levels in
India. Students after pass-
ing these four levels are se-
lected for the fifth level
International Olympiad.
After passing these four
levels, Rohit Panda has

qualified for the
International Olympiad of
Biology. Only 4 students
from the entire country
have qualified for this pres-
tigious Olympiad. The 33rd
international Biology
Olympiad will be held on
July 18, 2022 at Yerevan city
of Armenia.

Master Rohit Panda, a
12th standard student of
DPS, Bhilai has been a mar-
velous student since the be-
ginning. Master Panda has
previously bagged a Silver
medal in South-east Asian
Mathematics Olympiad.

He has also secured the
1st position in
International Informatics
Olympiad, qualifying his
place in Hongkong. The en-
tire Bhilai collective is
proud of Master Rohit
Panda's achievements.

Pay special attention on early
education of children: Collector
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 13: A meeting
was organized in the
Collectorate Auditorium
for discussion on the Basic
Literacy and Development
Project in the district. An
in-depth discussion was
held on various topics. The
meeting reviewed the
works of 585 primary
schools of Durg district
and the progress of learn-
ing of the children. Social
organizations working in
the field of education were
also included in the meet-
ing. Representatives of
Language and Learning
Foundation, Aurobindo
Society, Sampark
Foundation and others
were present.

Collector Dr Sarveshwar
Narendra Bhure described
the period of first 30-35
months of early learning
as the most important for
the children. He asked the

teachers to pay special at-
tention to the children
from junior nursery to pri-
mary level. He also empha-
sized on assessment of
teachers as well as children
and asked to keep the pro-
grams designed for them
on a time-bound basis so
that results can be

achieved easily. Apart from
this, the Collector gave
major suggestions for the
upcoming academic ses-
sion. He instructed to com-
plete all the training before
the commencement of the
session so that the studies
can continue without inter-
ruption. On this occasion,

District Panchayat CEO
Ashwani Devangan,
District Education Officer
Abhay Jaiswal, District
Coordinator from Samagra
Shiksha - Surendra Pandey,
Vivek Sharma, Manju
Garg, Pradeep Sharma and
Jageshwar Singh were
present.

33 Benches constituted for
National Lok Adalat

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 13: On the in-
structions of Justice
Gautam Bhaduri
(Executive Chairman of
Chhattisgarh State Legal
Services Authority,
Bilaspur), National Lok
Adalat will be organized in
the entire state of
Chhattisgarh on May 14,
2022.

Under the guidance of
Sanjay Kumar Jaiswal
(District and Sessions
Judge / Chairman, District
Legal Services Authority,
Durg) the National Lok
Adalat will be inaugurated
at 10:30 hrs in the auditori-
um, District Court, Durg. A
total of 33 benches have
been constituted for the

National Lok Adalat to be
organized in Durg. 24
benches have been consti-
tuted for District Court
Durg; 03 Bench for Family
Court, Juvenile Justice
Board - 01; Permanent Lok
Adalat, Public Service and
Labor Court - 01 Bench; 02
Benches have been consti-
tuted for Civil Court, Patan-
01 and Bhilai-3. In this
National Lok Adalat, cases
related to Revenue Court
will also be resolved.

Through the Second
National Lok Adalat of the
year 2022, civil cases pend-
ing in the court, motor acci-
dent claim cases, check
bounce related cases, fami-
ly matters, labour matters,
electricity matters; com-
poundable criminal cases,
cases at pre-litigation stage;
and disputes of
Department of
Telecommunicat ions,
Financial Institutions, etc
will be resolved. A total of

993 cases of electricity de-
partment, 51 cases of tele-
com department, 2844 cases
of financial institutions
and 26 cases of Municipal
Corporation have been list-
ed.

Giving information in
this regard, Ashish
Dahriya, Secretary, District
Legal Services Authority,
Durg said that there is a
possibility of resolving
more and more cases
through mutual compro-
mise in this National Lok
Adalat.

Under the guidance of
Sanjay Kumar Jaiswal, 04
Paralegal Volunteers have
been deployed to make the
parties aware of the impor-
tance of Lok Adalat. The
parties of the court cases
are being made aware of
the Lok Adalat and are
being persuaded to resolve
the dispute through com-
promise. A meeting of the
managers of the banks was

convened to motivate them
to resolve the section-138
cheque bounce cases
through compromise.
Along with this, in relation
to motor accident claim
cases, the managers and ad-
vocates of insurance com-
panies have been advised to
keep the cases of the ag-
grieved party in the
National Lok Adalat.

In relation to this
National Lok Adalat, the
entire hearing from the ad-
vocates and the parties will
be done by both physical
and virtual means. The
parties who have not sub-
mitted the mutual agree-
ment applications can also
appear on the day of Lok
Adalat. In the National Lok
Adalat, a total of 5750 cases
of court pre-litigation have
been listed for disposal. In
view of the Covid-19, gov-
ernment guidelines will be
strictly followed in the
National Lok Adalat.

p Arrangements made
for physical and 
virtual conciliation 

Rohit Panda selected for
international Biology Olympiad

Only Student from Chhattisgarh

Rohit Panda

Knowledge sharing workshop 
organised with CGM (Coke Ovens)

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 13: Coke
Oven and Coal Chemical
Department of SAIL-
Bhilai Steel Plant has
taken the initiative to
transfer knowledge of
older generation to new
generation in Human
Resource Development
Centre (HRDC) by organ-
izing  a knowledge and
experience workshop in
which  CGM (CO & CCD)
G Atchuta Rao shared
his 37 years of working
experience in different
sections and different ca-
pacities. He is superan-
nuating in May 2022. The
program was held in
presence of senior
Officers of CO &CCD ,
SED & HRDD in HRDC
today on May 13, 2022.

G Atchuta Rao talked
about chemical  hazards

at CO & CCD and rele-
vant  section of Factory
Act 1948. He also talked
about confined space
hazards and mitigation,
experience of handling
emergency situations in
CO & CCD with case
studies of not only in CO

& CCD but also in other
shops of the steel plant.
He narrated real life case
studies of incidents,
near miss cases, acci-
dents, breakdowns and
observations. All the
participants were en-
grossed throughout the

session.
GP Singh, Acting CGM

(S & FS)  stated about the
immense contribution of
Rao  towards creating
safe working atmos-
phere in CO&CCD, that
is considered to be a haz-
ardous unit, while con-
sistently fulfilling pro-
duction targets. Sanjay
Dhar, CGM (HRD&BE)
spoke about Rao's contri-
bution in building safety
culture and competency
by face to face interac-
tion in different forums.
S Roychoudhury, PVVS
Murty, MS Naik, with
other officers and work-
ers of CO&CCD were
present in the session.
The entire program was
coordinated and organ-
ized by Mandal, DSO
(CO&CCD), SB Patel, SM
(HRDD) and Ajay Tallo,
Manager SED.

Inter Alumni Tennis Ball
Cricket Tournament

from May 15
Bhilai, May 13: Officers'
Association, Bhilai Steel
Plant (OA-BSP) is organiz-
ing Inter Alumni Tennis
Ball Cricket Tournament
for the prestigious Director
In-Charge Trophy for the
Year 2022 in association
with Sports, Cultural &
Civic Amenities
Department, BSP. The tour-
nament will be commenc-
ing from May 15, 2022 with
an Opening Ceremony at
Cricket Ground, Sector-1,
Bhilai. All the Alumni
(College/Institute/Universi
ty) Cricket Teams in Bhilai
Steel Plant are hereby invit-
ed to take part in this tour-
nament and make it a
grand success. Interested
A l u m n i
(College/Institute/Universi
ty) Cricket Teams may
kindly submit the applica-
tion in the format given in
BSP homepage at Pragati
Bhawan, Bhilai latest by
May 14, 2022.

SR Hospital celebrates
International Nursing Day

HMS demands amendment in 
quarter allotment criterion

Mayor and Commissioner inspect 
Public Grievance Redressal Camp

Notice served to Medical Officer for absence 
Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  MMaayy  1133::  Bhilai Municipal
Corporation Commissioner
Prakash Surve conducted a sur-
prise inspection at Primary
Health Center in Ramnagar. He
gave instructions to serve no-
tice to the medical officer who
was absent from duty.
Commissioner took stock of the
facilities and also interacted
with the people.

BMC Commissioner is con-
ducting surprise inspections of
health centers regularly. In this
sequel, he reached the Primary
Health Center in Ramnagar. He
took information about the
presence of medical staff and
came to know that Medical offi-
cer Dr Reeta Chhaba has not
reached duty and was absent
without prior information. 

The patients are waiting for
the doctor at this health centre.
Taking cognizance, BMC
Commissioner gave instructions
to the Health Department to
issue notice to the medical offi-

cer. Further, Kusum Arkare
(pharmacist was also absent
from duty. Municipal
Commissioner took stock of the
vaccination status during the in-
spection and instructed them to
get more and more people vac-
cinated for the prevention of
Covid-19. Commissioner also in-
teracted with the patients about
the facility of health services.
He checked the attendance reg-
ister of the health center and
gave instructions to maintain
cleanliness in the hospital. He
also took stock of the drinking
water arrangements. The
Commissioner conducted dis-

cussion with the doctors to pro-
vide better health facilities to
the patients. 

He said that the Primary
Health Center is a boon for the
nearby localities. In case of any
kind of health problem, people
come to the primary health cen-
ters. For minor injuries and
common diseases, the residents
of the nearby locality get pri-
mary health care at this centre.
The poor and middle class peo-
ple mostly approach the gov-
ernment primary health cen-
tres. In such a situation, it is
very important to provide bet-
ter health facilities.
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RELIEF UNDER UMBRELLA

A girl holding an umbrella is taking relief from scorching heat in the afternoon hours in capital city here on Friday.

Two-day national level conference today

Raipur, May 13: A two-
day national level confer-
ence is being organized by
Raipur Menopause Society
on 14th and 15th May at
Hotel Babylon Capital for
detailed discussion about
the work and research and
treatment being done to-
wards better health and
better life of women.
Experts from all over
Chhattisgarh and other
states across the country
will participate in the con-
ference and present their
views. About 200 doctors

will participate in this
event. Indian Menopause
Society is a national level
organization working to-
wards the health of senior
women for almost 25 years.

Apart from this national
level conference, a work-
shop will be organized on
14th May for the preven-
tion of cervical cancer in
women. Cervical cancer is
the most common cancer
in women. Prevention and
early diagnosis are useful
in saving the life of women
from this serious disease.
With this objective, Raipur
Menopause Society is or-
ganizing the workshop in
association with the
Department of Obstetrics
and Gynecology in Dr
Bhimrao Ambedkar

Hospital and Pandit
Jawahar Lal Nehru
Memorial Medical College,
Raipur. Head of
Department of Gynecology
and Obstetrics, Dr Jyoti
Jaiswal is the coordinator
of this workshop.

In today’s environment,
there have been many posi-
tive changes in health edu-
cation and social condi-
tions. With increase in
health facilities, today the
average age of a person has
become about 72 years.
About a third of the aver-
age age of women is post-
menopausal. Raipur
Menopause Society was es-
tablished by former dean
of Pt Jawaharlal Nehru
Memorial Medical College,
Raipur Dr Abha Singh. In

the annual conferences
held earlier, Dr Abha
Singh and Dr Jyoti Jaiswal
gave their oration. In this
year’s conference, Dr
Manoj Chelani will give
his oration on the topic
*Gender inequality in the
workplace and the relation
of menopause. President
of Indian Menopause
Society, Dr C Ambuja
(Hyderabad) Vice
President Dr Pushpa Sethi
(Delhi) General Secretary
Dr Sudha Sharma
(Jammu) Joint Secretary
Dr Laxmi Ratna
(Hyderabad) Former
President Dr Atul Munshi
(Ahmedabad) and Dr
Neelam Agarwal
(Chandigarh) will special-
ly attend the conference.

BJP questions maintenance aspects, seeks high-level probe

Raipur, May 13 (PTI):
The opposition BJP in
Chhattisgarh has raised
questions over the mainte-
nance of the state govern-
ment’s helicopter that
crashed on Thursday, re-
sulting in the death of two
pilots onboard, and de-
manded a high-level probe.

On Thursday night, the
state’s senior pilot Captain
Gopal Krishna Panda and
examiner of Director
General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) Captain AP
Shrivastava, who were pi-
loting the AgustaWestland
chopper during night
practice sortie, died in the
crash at Swami
Vivekanand Airport here.

“Captain Panda was an

experienced and trained
pilot. He has been serving
in the state since 11 years.
Then how did such an inci-
dent happen? There is
need to thoroughly probe
every technical aspect of
the chopper. Was there al-
ready any technical snag
in the chopper that caused
the crash, said Leader of
Opposition Dharamlal
Kaushik on Friday.

A high level probe
should be conducted to as-
certain whether proper
focus was being given to
its maintenance, including
servicing, he added.

On a query about safety
standards of the chopper,
Kaushik said, “The
Agusta chopper is believed
to be a better helicopter
and it is also used during
election campaigns. It is
credible not only in

Chhattisgarh but also in
the country.”

“If the Congress is rais-
ing questions over its safe-
ty citing it was purchased
under our government (in
2007) then it is ridiculous.

The chopper was in serv-
ice for 15 years. If it was
defective, how did it work
for so long? The point to be
looked into is how it was
being maintained. If your
vehicle breaks down due

to lack of maintenance,
then its manufacturer can-
not be blamed,” Kaushik
said. He demanded com-
pensation and a govern-
ment job to the kin of the
deceased pilot.

High school and higher secondary examination results today
Raipur, May 13: The
result of the High
School and Higher
S e c o n d a r y
Examinations 2022 or-
ganized by the
Chhattisgarh Board of
Secondary Education
(CGBSE) will be an-
nounced by the School
Education Minister Dr
Premsai Singh Tekam

on May 14 at 12 noon at
the conference hall of
the Board office. The ex-
amination results will
be released on the
board’s website
https://www.cgbse.nic.i
n and https://www.re-
sults.cg.nic.in.

CGBSE has started a
helpline from May 13 to
2022 over release of re-

sults of high school and
higher secondary exam-
inations. Students,
teachers and parents
can solve their prob-
lems on the Board’s toll
free number 18002334363
in the helpline from
10.30 am to 5 pm from
May 13 to May 23.

Psychiatrists, psy-
chologists, career coun-

selors will manage the
stress of the examinees
due to the fear of exami-
nation results and will
give counseling (career
counseling) regarding
the selection of subjects
in the upcoming class
and the officers of the
board will solve the
problems related to the
board in the helpline.

Captain GK Panda bid tearful adieu

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, May 13: The final
rites of the pilot of the
government helicopter
Captain GK Panda, who
died in the copter crash
last night was held here on
Friday. The body of other
pilot Captain Ajay
Shrivastava has been sent
to Delhi, where the final
rites will be performed.
Along with his body, his
wife, daughter and family
also returned to Delhi.
Prior to this, body of both
the pilots was sent for post-
mortem to Ambedkar
Hospital and during this
the technical analysis
team of DGCA was also
present. Wife of Captain
AP Shrivastava – Manju

Shrivastava and his
daughter Purvi had also
come to Raipur and the
moment she saw her hus-
band’s body, she just stum-
bled for a moment and her
daughter handled the situ-
ation. Captain AP
Shrivastava who died in
this copter crash is having
relations with family of
former PM Lal Bahadur
Shastri and is relative of
former PM’s son and
Cabinet Minister Anil
Shastri. Anil’s son and ex-
MLA Delhi Adarsh
Shastri had also come to
Raipur.

Adarsh informed that
Group Captain of the
Indian Air Force Captain
AP Shrivastava had come
to Chhattisgarh to impart
training to pilots here for
night landing in helicop-
ter. He got the information
about crash landing of
Captain’s helicopter on
Thursday night. The final
rites of Captain AP
Shrivastava will be held

through Indian Air Force
(IAF) in Delhi on Saturday.
Captain Shrivastava origi-
nally hailed from
Ajamgarh of UP.

Former CM Raman
Singh also offered his con-
dolences to both the de-
ceased pilots in the copter
crash last night. Dr
Raman Singh informed
that in his last term he had
also worked along with
Captain GK Panda and
was having family rela-

tions with him. He is very
much shocked to hear the
sad news last night and de-
mise of both the well-expe-
rienced pilots in copter
crash. Captain GK Panda
hailing originally from
Odisha after retirement
from the Indian Air Force
(IAF) had joined
Chhattisgarh government
as pilot of government’s
copter and was rendering
services to state govern-
ment since 2010.

p Final rites held in
capital city; body
of Captain
Shrivastava sent to
Delhi

Mishap took place due to 
technical snag in tail rotator!

IG Raipur Range OP Pal informed that the DGCA team is con-
stantly investigating the debris of Augusta Westland copter at
the accident site in the Airport and from the investigations
done so far it appears that the tail rotator of the copter devel-
oped some technical snag and due to which the mishap took
place. Though it is a long process and it is only on completion
of the entire investigations that true picture would emerge, he
added. The black-box of the chopper too has been recovered
and in this the final talks with the pilots is recorded and by
which it is possible to find out the main reason behind this
crash.

Body of Captain GK Panda being sent for funeral from home and dignitaries offering condolences at the crematorium.

p In Ch’garh helicop-
ter crash

Meanwhile, state
Congress spokesperson
Sushil Anand Shukla
asked the BJP not to
politicise the incident.

“We have lost two ace
pilots in the crash and the
Congress pays humble
tribute to them. It is an ir-
reparable loss and the
leader of opposition
should not indulge in pol-
itics over the tragic inci-
dent. An enquiry has al-
ready been initiated to as-

certain the cause of the
crash, he said.

“The biggest question
arises whether safety
standards of Agusta
chopper were taken care
of during its purchase (in
2007 in then BJP govern-
ment). The Congress and
experts had at the time
raised questions over its
safety standards. There
were even allegations of
corruption in the deal.
The leader of the opposi-

tion should also answer
these issues, Shukla said.

According to officials, a
team of investigators
from the Aircraft
Accident Investigation
Bureau (AAIB), the high-
est body under the min-
istry of civil aviation to
probe aircraft accidents,
has reached Raipur.

It will be assisted by
the Directorate General
of Civil Aviation (DGCA)
in the probe.

Do not politicize the incident: Cong
Central Chronicle News

Raipur, May 13: Chief
Secretary Amitabh Jain
reviewed the departmen-
tal works of Revenue and
Disaster Management
Department at Mantralaya
Mahanadi Bhawan here.
The Chief Secretary has
directed the Secretary of
the Revenue Department
to conduct a reading cam-
paign to inform the benefi-
ciaries about the resolved
cases. In the meeting, the
progress of conversion, di-
vision, demarcation, sim-
plification of rules of
transfer, disputed revenue
case and other works were
reviewed in detail. The
Chief Secretary instruct-
ed the officers of the
Revenue Department that

by running a campaign in
relation to the cases of
conversion which have
been resolved, the benefi-
ciaries should be informed
that after the conversion
their names have been reg-
istered in Khasra, B-1 and
land map.

Records of conversion
such as Khasra, B-1 and
Bhoo-Naksha should also
be provided to the benefici-
aries. The Chief Secretary
directed the officers to in-
form the concerned bene-
ficiaries about the status

of the registered revenue
cases.

If the case of the benefi-
ciary is pending, then the
reasons should be given to
him. In the meeting,
Additional Chief
Secretary to Chief
Minister Mr. Subrat
Sahoo, Secretary of
Revenue Department Mr.
N.N. Ekka, Director Land
Records and Inspector
General of Registration
and Stamps, Janak Pathak
and other departmental of-
ficers were present.

CS reviewed works of Revenue and
Disaster Management Department

On cancer preven-
tion and
menopausal prob-
lems in women

Raipur, May 13: Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) today
staged demonstration
under the leadership of
its State President Komal
Hupendi in Ambikapur
in protest against cutting
of trees in Hasdev
Aranya. Addressing the
people in AAP leader
Komal Hupendi an-
nounced to support the
people of Chhattisgarh
and the people of Hasdev
in their struggle. Alleging
that successive govern-
ments had been favour-
ing Adani he asserted
that his party would not
allow any work of mines
in Hasdeo Aranya, come
what may.

According to Hupendi

tribals are continuously
staging protest in Hasdeo
Aranya of Chhattisgarh
against cutting of trees.
Even after warnings
from environmental ex-
perts, the Congress gov-
ernment of the state has
approved the Parsa coal
mine, Hupendi said
adding that this coal
mine has been allotted to
another Congress state

Rajasthan. Referring to
the report of Wildlife
Institute of India (WII),
an organization of the
Government of India,
Hupendi said that sanc-
tioning even a single coal
mine in the area would
have disastrous conse-
quences.

According to the report
of the WII (Wild Life
Institute of India), the ap-

proval of a new mine in
the area of ??Hasdeo
Aranya, which is called
the Lung of Central
India, will lead to the de-
struction of the forest,
animals like elephant,
tiger, leopard, bear living
in the forest and put life
in danger. It will also lead
to increase in elephant-
human conflicts,
Hupendi said. According
to the WII report, the de-
struction of the densest
forests of central India,
which is being hit by cli-
mate change, will in-
crease the temperature
further and there is a pos-
sibility of drought due to
reduction in water stor-
age.

Raipur, May 13: Chief
Secretary  Amitabh Jain re-
viewed the works of Sports
and Youth Welfare
Department at Mantralaya
Mahanadi Bhawan here. In
the meeting, the Chief
Secretary instructed the
Director Sports and Youth
Welfare that annual calendar
of sports should be prepared.
In which detailed informa-
tion about the organization
of various sports at the
block, district, division and
state level. The Chief
Secretary has asked to pre-
pare a special action plan to
encourage sportspersons in
the state. In the meeting, the
plan for declaring outstand-
ing players, Rajiv Yuva

Mitan Club, training camps
for annual sports competi-
tions, annual sports calen-
dar, progress of new sports
academies and other depart-
mental activities were re-
viewed in detail. Additional
Chief Secretary to Chief
Minister, Subrat Sahoo was
specially present in the meet-
ing. The Chief Secretary has
directed the officials of the
Sports Department to give
full encouragement to the
players who excel in national
and international sports
competitions. Excellent
sportspersons should be en-
couraged in other ways in-
cluding priority in govern-
ment jobs. Other players
should be trained from the

winning players. Coaches
who give excellent training
in sports should also be en-
couraged. In the meeting,
Additional Chief Secretary
Sahoo said that a plan should
be made to make full use of
the stadiums, grounds and
academies of the Sports
Department. Here schools,
colleges and universities
should be encouraged to or-
ganise their sports competi-
tions. In the meeting,
Director of Sports and Youth
Welfare, Shweta Sinha
Srivastava gave detailed in-
formation regarding depart-
mental works. Officials of
other departments including
sports department were also
present on the occasion.

Prepare annual calendar of
sports competitions: CS

Meeting on May
17 regarding Rajiv
Yuva Mitan Club 

Raipur, May 13: A
meeting of the District
Level Committee and
all the concerned offi-
cers will be held on May
17 from 2 pm in the Red
Cross meeting room lo-
cated in the Collectorate
under the chairman-
ship of Collector
Sourabh Kumar. The
meeting is being held
regarding the comple-
tion and activation of
the process of forma-
tion of clubs at the dis-
trict level. The Collector
has asked all the con-
cerned officers to be
present on the sched-
uled date and time.

RRaaiippuurr,,  MMaayy  1133::  Scientific sem-
inar on the medical aspects of
Haemophilia disease was
organised at Pt. Jawaharlal
Nehru Memorial Medical
College. In this, awareness was
created about the disease and
its treatment. Medicine spe-
cialist Dr. RL Khare said that
Hemophilia is a rare genetic
disease of blood. It lacks fac-
tor-8 or factor-9, which is
essential for blood clotting.
This prevents blood clotting.
Due to this frequent bleeding
starts. Bleeding in various
joints leads to deformity.
Bleeding in internal vital
organs also causes death.Dr.
Devapriya Lakra, Head of
Department of Medicine, Dr.
Arvind Neral, Dr. Rabia

Parveen Siddiqui,
Hematologist of DKS
Superspeciality Hospital, Dr.
Amber Garg, Head of
Department of Medicine, Dr.
Amber Garg, in their lecture,
how much quantity and in how

much interval, Factor-8 and
Factor-9 to protect has to be
discussed. Physicians said that
with the new drugs, there is a
ray of hope for the good,
healthy and long life of hemo-
philia patients. Special mental

health OPD is being operated
on every Friday from April 1,
2022, in the government
ayurvedic hospitals of the
state. Dr. Vijay Sahu, Assistant
Director, Directorate of AYUSH
said that in the special OPD,
people suffering from mental
problems are given treatment
and healthy lifestyle guid-
ance through Ayurveda.
Panchakarma service is also
provided to the patients as
per the requirement. He said
that in this sequence, free
examination and treatment of
patients suffering from men-
tal health would be conduct-
ed by conducting OPDs in
Government Ayurvedic
College Hospital, Raipur and
Bilaspur on May 13.

Experts made people aware about Haemophilia disease AAP demands to stop cutting trees in Hasdev Aranya
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RELIEF UNDER UMBRELLA

A girl holding an umbrella is taking relief from scorching heat in the afternoon hours in capital city here on Friday.

Two-day national level conference today

Raipur, May 13: A two-
day national level confer-
ence is being organized by
Raipur Menopause Society
on 14th and 15th May at
Hotel Babylon Capital for
detailed discussion about
the work and research and
treatment being done to-
wards better health and
better life of women.
Experts from all over
Chhattisgarh and other
states across the country
will participate in the con-
ference and present their
views. About 200 doctors

will participate in this
event. Indian Menopause
Society is a national level
organization working to-
wards the health of senior
women for almost 25 years.

Apart from this national
level conference, a work-
shop will be organized on
14th May for the preven-
tion of cervical cancer in
women. Cervical cancer is
the most common cancer
in women. Prevention and
early diagnosis are useful
in saving the life of women
from this serious disease.
With this objective, Raipur
Menopause Society is or-
ganizing the workshop in
association with the
Department of Obstetrics
and Gynecology in Dr
Bhimrao Ambedkar

Hospital and Pandit
Jawahar Lal Nehru
Memorial Medical College,
Raipur. Head of
Department of Gynecology
and Obstetrics, Dr Jyoti
Jaiswal is the coordinator
of this workshop.

In today’s environment,
there have been many posi-
tive changes in health edu-
cation and social condi-
tions. With increase in
health facilities, today the
average age of a person has
become about 72 years.
About a third of the aver-
age age of women is post-
menopausal. Raipur
Menopause Society was es-
tablished by former dean
of Pt Jawaharlal Nehru
Memorial Medical College,
Raipur Dr Abha Singh. In

the annual conferences
held earlier, Dr Abha
Singh and Dr Jyoti Jaiswal
gave their oration. In this
year’s conference, Dr
Manoj Chelani will give
his oration on the topic
*Gender inequality in the
workplace and the relation
of menopause. President
of Indian Menopause
Society, Dr C Ambuja
(Hyderabad) Vice
President Dr Pushpa Sethi
(Delhi) General Secretary
Dr Sudha Sharma
(Jammu) Joint Secretary
Dr Laxmi Ratna
(Hyderabad) Former
President Dr Atul Munshi
(Ahmedabad) and Dr
Neelam Agarwal
(Chandigarh) will special-
ly attend the conference.

BJP questions maintenance aspects, seeks high-level probe

Raipur, May 13 (PTI):
The opposition BJP in
Chhattisgarh has raised
questions over the mainte-
nance of the state govern-
ment’s helicopter that
crashed on Thursday, re-
sulting in the death of two
pilots onboard, and de-
manded a high-level probe.

On Thursday night, the
state’s senior pilot Captain
Gopal Krishna Panda and
examiner of Director
General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) Captain AP
Shrivastava, who were pi-
loting the AgustaWestland
chopper during night
practice sortie, died in the
crash at Swami
Vivekanand Airport here.

“Captain Panda was an

experienced and trained
pilot. He has been serving
in the state since 11 years.
Then how did such an inci-
dent happen? There is
need to thoroughly probe
every technical aspect of
the chopper. Was there al-
ready any technical snag
in the chopper that caused
the crash, said Leader of
Opposition Dharamlal
Kaushik on Friday.

A high level probe
should be conducted to as-
certain whether proper
focus was being given to
its maintenance, including
servicing, he added.

On a query about safety
standards of the chopper,
Kaushik said, “The
Agusta chopper is believed
to be a better helicopter
and it is also used during
election campaigns. It is
credible not only in

Chhattisgarh but also in
the country.”

“If the Congress is rais-
ing questions over its safe-
ty citing it was purchased
under our government (in
2007) then it is ridiculous.

The chopper was in serv-
ice for 15 years. If it was
defective, how did it work
for so long? The point to be
looked into is how it was
being maintained. If your
vehicle breaks down due

to lack of maintenance,
then its manufacturer can-
not be blamed,” Kaushik
said. He demanded com-
pensation and a govern-
ment job to the kin of the
deceased pilot.

High school and higher secondary examination results today
Raipur, May 13: The
result of the High
School and Higher
S e c o n d a r y
Examinations 2022 or-
ganized by the
Chhattisgarh Board of
Secondary Education
(CGBSE) will be an-
nounced by the School
Education Minister Dr
Premsai Singh Tekam

on May 14 at 12 noon at
the conference hall of
the Board office. The ex-
amination results will
be released on the
board’s website
https://www.cgbse.nic.i
n and https://www.re-
sults.cg.nic.in.

CGBSE has started a
helpline from May 13 to
2022 over release of re-

sults of high school and
higher secondary exam-
inations. Students,
teachers and parents
can solve their prob-
lems on the Board’s toll
free number 18002334363
in the helpline from
10.30 am to 5 pm from
May 13 to May 23.

Psychiatrists, psy-
chologists, career coun-

selors will manage the
stress of the examinees
due to the fear of exami-
nation results and will
give counseling (career
counseling) regarding
the selection of subjects
in the upcoming class
and the officers of the
board will solve the
problems related to the
board in the helpline.

Captain GK Panda bid tearful adieu

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, May 13: The final
rites of the pilot of the
government helicopter
Captain GK Panda, who
died in the copter crash
last night was held here on
Friday. The body of other
pilot Captain Ajay
Shrivastava has been sent
to Delhi, where the final
rites will be performed.
Along with his body, his
wife, daughter and family
also returned to Delhi.
Prior to this, body of both
the pilots was sent for post-
mortem to Ambedkar
Hospital and during this
the technical analysis
team of DGCA was also
present. Wife of Captain
AP Shrivastava – Manju

Shrivastava and his
daughter Purvi had also
come to Raipur and the
moment she saw her hus-
band’s body, she just stum-
bled for a moment and her
daughter handled the situ-
ation. Captain AP
Shrivastava who died in
this copter crash is having
relations with family of
former PM Lal Bahadur
Shastri and is relative of
former PM’s son and
Cabinet Minister Anil
Shastri. Anil’s son and ex-
MLA Delhi Adarsh
Shastri had also come to
Raipur.

Adarsh informed that
Group Captain of the
Indian Air Force Captain
AP Shrivastava had come
to Chhattisgarh to impart
training to pilots here for
night landing in helicop-
ter. He got the information
about crash landing of
Captain’s helicopter on
Thursday night. The final
rites of Captain AP
Shrivastava will be held

through Indian Air Force
(IAF) in Delhi on Saturday.
Captain Shrivastava origi-
nally hailed from
Ajamgarh of UP.

Former CM Raman
Singh also offered his con-
dolences to both the de-
ceased pilots in the copter
crash last night. Dr
Raman Singh informed
that in his last term he had
also worked along with
Captain GK Panda and
was having family rela-

tions with him. He is very
much shocked to hear the
sad news last night and de-
mise of both the well-expe-
rienced pilots in copter
crash. Captain GK Panda
hailing originally from
Odisha after retirement
from the Indian Air Force
(IAF) had joined
Chhattisgarh government
as pilot of government’s
copter and was rendering
services to state govern-
ment since 2010.

p Final rites held in
capital city; body
of Captain
Shrivastava sent to
Delhi

Mishap took place due to 
technical snag in tail rotator!

IG Raipur Range OP Pal informed that the DGCA team is con-
stantly investigating the debris of Augusta Westland copter at
the accident site in the Airport and from the investigations
done so far it appears that the tail rotator of the copter devel-
oped some technical snag and due to which the mishap took
place. Though it is a long process and it is only on completion
of the entire investigations that true picture would emerge, he
added. The black-box of the chopper too has been recovered
and in this the final talks with the pilots is recorded and by
which it is possible to find out the main reason behind this
crash.

Body of Captain GK Panda being sent for funeral from home and dignitaries offering condolences at the crematorium.

p In Ch’garh helicop-
ter crash

Meanwhile, state
Congress spokesperson
Sushil Anand Shukla
asked the BJP not to
politicise the incident.

“We have lost two ace
pilots in the crash and the
Congress pays humble
tribute to them. It is an ir-
reparable loss and the
leader of opposition
should not indulge in pol-
itics over the tragic inci-
dent. An enquiry has al-
ready been initiated to as-

certain the cause of the
crash, he said.

“The biggest question
arises whether safety
standards of Agusta
chopper were taken care
of during its purchase (in
2007 in then BJP govern-
ment). The Congress and
experts had at the time
raised questions over its
safety standards. There
were even allegations of
corruption in the deal.
The leader of the opposi-

tion should also answer
these issues, Shukla said.

According to officials, a
team of investigators
from the Aircraft
Accident Investigation
Bureau (AAIB), the high-
est body under the min-
istry of civil aviation to
probe aircraft accidents,
has reached Raipur.

It will be assisted by
the Directorate General
of Civil Aviation (DGCA)
in the probe.

Do not politicize the incident: Cong
Central Chronicle News

Raipur, May 13: Chief
Secretary Amitabh Jain
reviewed the departmen-
tal works of Revenue and
Disaster Management
Department at Mantralaya
Mahanadi Bhawan here.
The Chief Secretary has
directed the Secretary of
the Revenue Department
to conduct a reading cam-
paign to inform the benefi-
ciaries about the resolved
cases. In the meeting, the
progress of conversion, di-
vision, demarcation, sim-
plification of rules of
transfer, disputed revenue
case and other works were
reviewed in detail. The
Chief Secretary instruct-
ed the officers of the
Revenue Department that

by running a campaign in
relation to the cases of
conversion which have
been resolved, the benefi-
ciaries should be informed
that after the conversion
their names have been reg-
istered in Khasra, B-1 and
land map.

Records of conversion
such as Khasra, B-1 and
Bhoo-Naksha should also
be provided to the benefici-
aries. The Chief Secretary
directed the officers to in-
form the concerned bene-
ficiaries about the status

of the registered revenue
cases.

If the case of the benefi-
ciary is pending, then the
reasons should be given to
him. In the meeting,
Additional Chief
Secretary to Chief
Minister Mr. Subrat
Sahoo, Secretary of
Revenue Department Mr.
N.N. Ekka, Director Land
Records and Inspector
General of Registration
and Stamps, Janak Pathak
and other departmental of-
ficers were present.

CS reviewed works of Revenue and
Disaster Management Department

On cancer preven-
tion and
menopausal prob-
lems in women

Raipur, May 13: Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) today
staged demonstration
under the leadership of
its State President Komal
Hupendi in Ambikapur
in protest against cutting
of trees in Hasdev
Aranya. Addressing the
people in AAP leader
Komal Hupendi an-
nounced to support the
people of Chhattisgarh
and the people of Hasdev
in their struggle. Alleging
that successive govern-
ments had been favour-
ing Adani he asserted
that his party would not
allow any work of mines
in Hasdeo Aranya, come
what may.

According to Hupendi

tribals are continuously
staging protest in Hasdeo
Aranya of Chhattisgarh
against cutting of trees.
Even after warnings
from environmental ex-
perts, the Congress gov-
ernment of the state has
approved the Parsa coal
mine, Hupendi said
adding that this coal
mine has been allotted to
another Congress state

Rajasthan. Referring to
the report of Wildlife
Institute of India (WII),
an organization of the
Government of India,
Hupendi said that sanc-
tioning even a single coal
mine in the area would
have disastrous conse-
quences.

According to the report
of the WII (Wild Life
Institute of India), the ap-

proval of a new mine in
the area of ??Hasdeo
Aranya, which is called
the Lung of Central
India, will lead to the de-
struction of the forest,
animals like elephant,
tiger, leopard, bear living
in the forest and put life
in danger. It will also lead
to increase in elephant-
human conflicts,
Hupendi said. According
to the WII report, the de-
struction of the densest
forests of central India,
which is being hit by cli-
mate change, will in-
crease the temperature
further and there is a pos-
sibility of drought due to
reduction in water stor-
age.

Raipur, May 13: Chief
Secretary  Amitabh Jain re-
viewed the works of Sports
and Youth Welfare
Department at Mantralaya
Mahanadi Bhawan here. In
the meeting, the Chief
Secretary instructed the
Director Sports and Youth
Welfare that annual calendar
of sports should be prepared.
In which detailed informa-
tion about the organization
of various sports at the
block, district, division and
state level. The Chief
Secretary has asked to pre-
pare a special action plan to
encourage sportspersons in
the state. In the meeting, the
plan for declaring outstand-
ing players, Rajiv Yuva

Mitan Club, training camps
for annual sports competi-
tions, annual sports calen-
dar, progress of new sports
academies and other depart-
mental activities were re-
viewed in detail. Additional
Chief Secretary to Chief
Minister, Subrat Sahoo was
specially present in the meet-
ing. The Chief Secretary has
directed the officials of the
Sports Department to give
full encouragement to the
players who excel in national
and international sports
competitions. Excellent
sportspersons should be en-
couraged in other ways in-
cluding priority in govern-
ment jobs. Other players
should be trained from the

winning players. Coaches
who give excellent training
in sports should also be en-
couraged. In the meeting,
Additional Chief Secretary
Sahoo said that a plan should
be made to make full use of
the stadiums, grounds and
academies of the Sports
Department. Here schools,
colleges and universities
should be encouraged to or-
ganise their sports competi-
tions. In the meeting,
Director of Sports and Youth
Welfare, Shweta Sinha
Srivastava gave detailed in-
formation regarding depart-
mental works. Officials of
other departments including
sports department were also
present on the occasion.

Prepare annual calendar of
sports competitions: CS

Meeting on May
17 regarding Rajiv
Yuva Mitan Club 

Raipur, May 13: A
meeting of the District
Level Committee and
all the concerned offi-
cers will be held on May
17 from 2 pm in the Red
Cross meeting room lo-
cated in the Collectorate
under the chairman-
ship of Collector
Sourabh Kumar. The
meeting is being held
regarding the comple-
tion and activation of
the process of forma-
tion of clubs at the dis-
trict level. The Collector
has asked all the con-
cerned officers to be
present on the sched-
uled date and time.

RRaaiippuurr,,  MMaayy  1133::  Scientific sem-
inar on the medical aspects of
Haemophilia disease was
organised at Pt. Jawaharlal
Nehru Memorial Medical
College. In this, awareness was
created about the disease and
its treatment. Medicine spe-
cialist Dr. RL Khare said that
Hemophilia is a rare genetic
disease of blood. It lacks fac-
tor-8 or factor-9, which is
essential for blood clotting.
This prevents blood clotting.
Due to this frequent bleeding
starts. Bleeding in various
joints leads to deformity.
Bleeding in internal vital
organs also causes death.Dr.
Devapriya Lakra, Head of
Department of Medicine, Dr.
Arvind Neral, Dr. Rabia

Parveen Siddiqui,
Hematologist of DKS
Superspeciality Hospital, Dr.
Amber Garg, Head of
Department of Medicine, Dr.
Amber Garg, in their lecture,
how much quantity and in how

much interval, Factor-8 and
Factor-9 to protect has to be
discussed. Physicians said that
with the new drugs, there is a
ray of hope for the good,
healthy and long life of hemo-
philia patients. Special mental

health OPD is being operated
on every Friday from April 1,
2022, in the government
ayurvedic hospitals of the
state. Dr. Vijay Sahu, Assistant
Director, Directorate of AYUSH
said that in the special OPD,
people suffering from mental
problems are given treatment
and healthy lifestyle guid-
ance through Ayurveda.
Panchakarma service is also
provided to the patients as
per the requirement. He said
that in this sequence, free
examination and treatment of
patients suffering from men-
tal health would be conduct-
ed by conducting OPDs in
Government Ayurvedic
College Hospital, Raipur and
Bilaspur on May 13.

Experts made people aware about Haemophilia disease AAP demands to stop cutting trees in Hasdev Aranya
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RRaaiippuurr,,  MMaayy  1133::  Speaker Chhattisgarh Assembly Dr Charandas Mahant paid courtesy
visit to the Speaker Telangana State Vidhan Sabha Pochram Sriniwas Reddy and
Chairman Telangana Vidhan Sabha Parishad GS Reddy in Telangana VS here on
Friday. Dr Mahant informed that during the meeting he gave information about public
welfare schemes of the state government and invited them for a visit to the state.

DIGGING WORK

RMC is carrying out digging  for laying of pipeline for water supply and it is posing lots of problems for the passer-bys.

Raipur, May 13: The of-
fice-bearers of Raipur
Automobile Dealers
Association (RADA) met
Transport Minister
Mohammad Akbar on May
12, with the intention to
form a coordination with
Chhattisgarh Government
and State Transport

Department and to provide
convenience to the cus-
tomers and automobile
business and to make the
government  aware of it
through discussion, as a re-
sult of which, with the co-
operatoon of transport de-
partment of Chhattisgarh
government, ease should be
established between the
customers and the busi-
nessmen.

In this series, RADA

President Manish Raj
Singhania and
Chhattisgarh Chamber of
Commerce President,
Amar Parwani called on
State Transport Minister to
draw his attention towards
various problems faced by
the automobile sector in
the state. The issues dis-
cussed includes  the physi-
cal verification of new
commercial vehicles manu-
factured by the company,
regarding non-submission
of documents related to
new vehicle registration by
the dealer in physical form,
in relation to the deletion of
the temporary registration
process, regarding Model
approval and trade fee.

The office bearers dis-
cussed the issues  and gave
their suggestions so that
the functioning of the
Transport Department and
the businessmen can be im-
proved and execution of

the work can be done
smoothly and problems can
be solved within the speci-
fied time. Manish Raj
Singhania, President,
RADA thanked the State
Transport Minister Mr.
Mohammad Akbar for the
remarkable work done for
the transport sector. With
your initiative various
pending work  has been
done very quickly, by which
the customers and  dealers
are getting better facility,
for this the automobile
dealers of the entire state
have expressed their re-
gards. Along with this, the
automobile dealers of the
entire state will continue to
provide their full coopera-
tion with the Transport
Department. On the occa-
sion Vivek Garg, Ravinder
Singh Bhasin, Jayesh
Pithalia, Neeraj Agarwal
and Kailash Khemani were
present in this meeting.

RADA office bearers met
State Transport Minister

p Discusses various
issues

Raipur, May 13: The
Chhattisgarh High Court
dismissed petitions chal-
lenging acquisition of
land for the Parsa coal
block spread across
Surajpur and Sarguja dis-
tricts of the state under a
1957 Act for Rajasthan
Rajya Vidyut Utpadan
Nigam Ltd (RRVUNL), the
company to which it has
been allocated for mining.
The land for the coal min-
ing project has been ac-
quired under provisions of
the Coal Bearing Areas
(Acquisition &
Development) Act, 1957.

“Apart from gross delay
in approaching the court,
there being no merit in
these petitions, the peti-
tions deserve to be dis-
missed and accordingly,
the same are dismissed,”
said the court in its order.
The matter was heard by a
division bench of HC
Chief Justice Arup Kumar
Goswami and Justice
Rajendra Chauhan Singh
Samant. Five petitions
challenging acquisition of
land for the Parsa coal
block under the Act for the
respondent (RRVUNL)

was filed by residents of
villages Tara,
Janardanpur (Surajpur
district) and Fatehpur,
Ghatbara, Hariharpur,
Salhi (Surguja district).

During hearing on the
petitions, Dr N K Shukla,
senior counsel appearing
for RRVUNL and Parsa
Kente Collieries Ltd, sub-
mitted that non-coal bear-
ing land is required for an-
cillary use of infrastruc-
ture and over burden (OB)
dump area, among other
activities. “Acquisition of
land under the CB (Coal
Bearing) Act is not con-
trolled or superseded by
the Act of 2013 in view of
section 105 read with the
Fourth Schedule of the
Act of 2013 (related to com-
pensation, rehabilitation
and resettlement),” he
said. However, in view of
promulgation of the Right
to Fair Compensation and
Transparency in Land
A c q u i s i t i o n ,
Rehabilitation and
Resettlement (Removal of
Difficulties) Order, 2015,
the provisions of the Act
of 2013 would apply to the
CB Act, Shukla said.

HC junks petitions challenging land
acquisition for coal mining project

RRaaiippuurr,,  MMaayy  1133:: The Council
of Student Affairs at IIT Bhilai
recently organised an event
on the “Role of Youth in
Nation Building” at its transit
campus located at
Government Engineering
College, Sejbahar, Raipur.
The event was graced by
chief guest Swami Abhishek
Brahmachari and the chief
speaker for the evening, Mr.
Rohit Kumar Singh who is the
National Convener of Yuva
Chetna, an independent
organisation. 

The event commenced
with a lamp lighting ceremo-
ny followed by the Saraswati
Vandana. Ms. Ankita Awasthi,
a first year BTech student of
IIT Bhilai, introduced the
audience to the guests and
highlighted the need to dis-
cuss the role the youth of the
country may play in nation
building.  This was followed
by a motivating speech by
Mr. Rohit Kumar Singh

geared towards making stu-
dents understand the impor-
tance of continuing to reside
and work in and for the coun-
try instead of developing a
professional career abroad.
He reminded students about
the rich heritage and sacri-
fices behind building this
independent nation. 

Swami Abhishek
Brahmachari’s speech was
also focused towards making
students realise the contribu-
tion of Indian scholars to sci-
ence in order to motivate
them to continue in that rich
academic tradition. He urged
students to pursue their high-
er education in India so they
can be well-placed to further
the progress of the nation.
This was followed by aninvig-
orating question-and-answer
session. Dr. Pravin Wararkar,
Assistant Registrar, Student
Affairs Office, delivered the
vote of thanks and called the
evening to a close.

Talk on ‘Role of Youth in Nation
Building’ held at IIT Bhilai

Raipur, May 13:
Community and voluntary
participation play an es-
sential role in enhancing
the quality of school edu-

cation besides acting as an
effective medium of advo-
cating and mobilizing the
necessary resources for
quality education
throughout the country.

The importance of com-
munity participation in
the school education sys-
tem has also been envis-
aged in the National
Policy on Education 2020.
Taking forward the spirit
of NEP 2020, the
Department of School
Education and Literacy,
Ministry of Education has
prepared a Volunteer
Management System –
Vidyanjali 2.0 and
Guidelines to promote
community and voluntary

participation to enhance
the quality of school edu-
cation. Vidyanjali 2.0 will
enable Indian citizens,
NRIs, people of Indian ori-
gin, registered organiza-
tions in India to contribute
to activities and provide
free services to govern-
ment and government
aided schools.

Volunteers can con-
tribute to a school that re-
quests assistance through
a dedicated portal. A por-
tal has been created to di-
rectly connect the commu-
nity and volunteers with
the schools in which they
can register themselves.
This can be done with visit
to mygov.in or

http://vidyanjali.educa-
tion.gov.in. For more infor-
mation, the collectorate
can be contacted in room
number 37 and mobile
number 9926615200.
According to District
Mission Coordinator
Samagra Shiksha District
Raipur KS Patle it has two
main components. The
first component is service
provider (Volunteer)
through which service for
teaching can be provided
on various subjects in
schools. Second compo-
nent is volunteer contribu-
tion which includes pro-
v i d i n g
assets/materials/equip-
ment.

Vidyanjali 2.0 plans to connect schools with the community 
Under National New
Education Policy
2020

Portal designed to
connect community
and volunteers
directly to schools

Community partici-
pation important in
enhancing quality
of school education

RRaaiippuurr,,  MMaayy  1133::  The new
Managing Director of
Chhattisgarh State Power
Distribution Company
Limited (CSPDCL) Manoj
Khare has assumed office
and the state government
had issued order in this
regard. Khare assumed
office on Friday evening.

As per press release from
Energy Department, Manoj
Khare has been appointed as
MD CSPDCL for a period of

one year or till further
orders. Khare till lately was

working as Executive
Director (HR) of
Chhattisgarh State Power
Holding Company (CSPHC).
Khare expressed gratitude
towards the state govern-
ment and work with full com-
mitment as per the govern-
ment’s policies and fulfill the
responsibilities bestowed. 

Khare is among the list of
most well-versed and highly
experienced engineers from
the time of MPEB. He

obtained degree of BE from
Govt Engineering College
Rewa (MP) and then joined
MPEB in 1983. After division
of CSEB, he joined and
served in various posts of
CSEB and CSPHC. He is also
LLB degree holder. Having
indepth knowledge of power
sector in the country, Khare
is well versed with the tender
procedures and power sector
laws of Chhattisgarh Power
Companies. 

Manoj Khare joins as MD CSPDCL

Raipur, May 13: ‘Puja
Mahotsav’ and
‘Dhwajaroha Mahotsav’
was observed in Mahavir
Jinalaya at New Rajendar
Nagar and Dadabadi.

Begani family performed
prayers and ‘Abhishekh’
and hoisted the flag atop
the temple dome.

It was in the presence of
Sadhavi Shri Subhadra

Shri Shri Maharaj Saheb-
disciple of Chhattsigarh
Ratna Shriomani Param
Pujya Sadhavi Shri
Manohar Shriji Maharaj
Saheb that ‘Astakari puja’
was performed.

Trustee Mahavir
Jinalaya Shri
Dharamrajji Begani and
President local
Chaturmas Samiti Vivekji
Daga informed that on
May 13, it was the 30th
‘Dhawajrohan’ of Lord
Shri Mahavir Jinalaya
New Rajendra Nagar.

After hoisting the flag,
‘Shantikalash Aarti’ was
performed and Mahotsav
was celebrated.

‘Puja Mahotsav’ held at Mahavir Jinalaya

Raipur, May 13:
International Nurses Day
is celebrated around the
world to commemorate the
birth anniversary of
Florence Nightingale’s,
also known as Lady with
the Lamp. The theme of
this year is “Nurses: A
Voice to Lead - Invest in
Nursing and respect rights
to secure global health”

On the occasion
Columbia College of
Nursing (CCN) organized
& celebrated the nurses
day with various pro-
grammes such as Rangoli.
Poster competition,
Elocution, dancing etc.,
with nursing students and
faculty members.

Harjeet Singh Hura,
Secretary of the institu-
tion as a Chief Guest ad-
dressed the gathering &
shared his thoughts and
various trends and issued

which nursing profession
is facing. He also empha-
sised on the updating the
professional practice &
technological knowledge
in clinical practice.

He appreciated the stu-
dents who actively partici-
pated in the various events
and congratulated them
for their effort and dedica-

tion.
Prof. (Dr.) Anita

Dhagamwar, Principal,
Columbia College of
Nursing was the Guest of
Honor. She talked about
the values of nurses & ho-
noured the front line work-
ers who worked immense-
ly dedicated their life dur-
ing the pandemic.

Int’nl Nurses Day celebrated at CCN

BBiillaassppuurr,,  MMaayy1133:: Two quar-
terly newsletters,
‘Compilescue’ and ‘The
Master Stroke’ of the
Department of Computer
Science Engineering and
Mechanical Engineering
Department of the School of
Engineering and Technology
were released by the Vice-
Chancellor of Guru Ghasidas
Vishwavidyalaya (Central
University), Professor Alok
Kumar Chakrawal. On this
occasion the Registrar of the
University, Prof. Shailendra
Kumar, Dean, School of
Engineering and Technology,
Prof. T.V. Arjunan, and Head
of the Department of
Computer Science
Engineering, Dr. Alok Kumar
Singh Kushwaha were pres-
ent.

Vice-Chancellor of the
University, Professor Alok
Kumar Chakrawal said that
the University has started
publication of a newsletter at
the university level by the
name ‘The News’, which
broadcasts various activities
of the University in academic,
corporate and other institu-
tions of national and interna-
tional level. He said that the
image of the University would
be strengthened by such pos-
itive efforts initiated by vari-
ous departments. Students
studying in the departments
will get the latest information

available in their particular
field as well as a medium of
expression will be available.
The Vice-Chancellor con-
veyed his congratulations and
best wishes on the publica-
tion of the newsletter.

Various activities of the
department have been pub-
lished through this newslet-
ter. Through these newslet-
ters, various activities of the
department, achievements of
teachers, achievements of
students and other activities
were included. Through
these, along with sharing the
useful knowledge with the
students, the newsletters will
also share knowledge experi-
ments in the field of engi-
neering in the country and
the world.

In the publication of the
newsletter ‘The Master
Stroke’, Diksha Gupta,
Akashdeep Srivastava, Manik
Raghuvanshi, Rahul Chandra
and Manthan Suryavanshi of
the Department of
Mechanical Engineering were
involved as student coordina-
tors. On the other hand,
Coordinator, Amogh Praveen
Peete, co-coordinators Abhijit
Tripathi, Yukta Vatti, A.
Amrita Sai, Arthav Bhavsar,
Ayush Sharma and Vedanta
Singh are involved in the cre-
ation of Computer Science
Engineering newsletter
‘Compilescue’.

Newsletters issued by two departments
of Engineering in CU

RRaaiippuurr,,  MMaayy  1133:: Krishna Public
School (KPS), Kamal Vihar, Dunda,
Raipur has again made its mark by
repeating the history of achieve-
ments at national level. The school
and its students have always brought
laurels to our state Chhattisgarh
with all their effort and achieve-
ments.

More than 11000 students partici-
pated in the National Level Science
Olympiad IOQJS (Indian Olympiad
Qualifier in Junior Science) jointly
organized by the Indian Association
of Physics Teachers and Homi
Bhabha Centre for Science

Education (HBCSE), Mumbai.
Only 301 students from pan India

were shortlisted for IOQJS 2021-22
Part II. After final selection round,
only 34 students got selected for the
National Orientation cum Selection
Camp, leading to the IJSO. It is a

matter of great pride that Praket
Singh Thakur from KPS is the only
one from CG to appear in this elite
list. Six students from this camp
would be selected to represent India
at the upcoming International Junior
Science Olympiad (IJSO) 2022,
where 70 countries are expected to
participate.

This is indeed an outcome of stu-
dents’ hard work coupled with KPS
Raipur Accelerated Batch which pro-
vides inputs to enable them excel at
national and international level,
based on student’s caliber and inter-
est. KPS administration, teachers
and dignitaries are very proud and
have extended their encouragement
& best wishes to Praket for the next
level.

Sterling performance by Praket Singh Thakur  of KPS 
p At National Science

Olympiad 2021-22

Central Chronicle News

Magarload, May 13:
Responding to the allega-
tions of Pinky Shivraj
Shah, MLA of Sihawa as-
sembly constituency and
Vice-Chairman of Madhya
Kshetra Tribal
Development Authority, Dr.
Laxmi Dhruv said that
Chhattisgarh Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
has enhanced the value of
labourers and all
Chhattisgarhi people by or-
ganizing a local and tradi-
tional festival on Labour
Day. MLA further said that
during the tenure of

Congress, the value of farm-
ers, labourers and women
entrepreneurs has in-
creased in various schemes
like landless farmers,
labour justice, Rajiv Kisan
Nyay Yojana, etc. She also

alleged that the MGNREGA
program in the whole coun-
try is the result of Congress
itself, which Prime Minister
Narendra Modi was oppos-
ing and eventually he had to
accept that poverty can be
removed only through MN-
REGA. The dream project
of the head of the state gov-
ernment, Narva, Garuva,
Ghuruwa, Bari, will bring
prosperity to the village
and strengthen the rural
economy, she said. Our
state government is work-
ing for all sections, people
are satisfied with this and
in the elections of 2023,
Honorable Bhupesh Baghel
will again be given the
power of Chief Minister,
Dhruv said. The BJP does
not have any issue, on this,
what Pinky Shivraj Shah
has to do in the interest of
the workers, should be
done by contemplating it,
she said.

Central Chronicle News

Fingeshwar, May 13: One
after the other, the Bhupesh
Baghel government is
doing an effective job of
fully establishing
Chhattisgarh's purely reli-
gious faith and implement-
ing schemes and programs
that replace the sentiments
of the people, which is
being followed by other
states of the country.

The above statement was
made by District
Congress Committee
President Bhavsingh
Sahu. Terming Krishna
Kunj as an innovative
scheme for the entire
state, Sahu said that BJP
is opposing the culture of

Chhattisgarh as Lord Ram
and Krishna are associated
with the culture of

Chhattisgarh. On the day of
Krishna Janmashtami,
Banyan, Peepal, Neem
Kadamba and other wor-
shiped trees will be planted
in all the urban body areas
of the state, he said stating
that Lord Krishna had an
undying love for the envi-
ronment and by this
scheme in the name of Shri
Krishna, people's faith will
be associated with it and
tree plantation will emerge
as a great campaign.

Gold and silver being smelted
without permission

Central Chronicle News

Manendragarh, May 13:
Many people are allegedly
involved in smelting pre-
cious metals without li-
cense, which also includes
bullion traders from the
region.

According to informa-
tion, the work of purify-
ing gold, including smelt-
ing silver, is being done in
the city for many years, of
which no record is being
maintained and the said
work is being executed
without a license. Nitric
and sulfuric acid used to
purify gold and silver, is
also being used without
maintaining proper

records.
People from Madhya

Pradesh and other places
like Bijuri come to purify
gold and silver in the re-
gion, but they too are not
working according to the

bullion trade
norms, of main-
taining a license.
The purifier in-
cluding gold and
silver smelting
should be entrust-
ed with the respon-
sibility of check-
ing their register
every week by is-
suing instructions
to a higher officer
of the police.

People in the
trade have also opined
that a license is required
to do the work of gold and
silver and further investi-
gation is necessary to hold
the claim of the license
being original.

One nabbed with cash stolen from shop

Central Chronicle News

Jagdalpur, May 13: In
case of theft in Kiri
Store shop on main
road in Kotwali Thana
area last on May 11, the
Bastar police got a
major success in nab-
bing an ex-worker of
the shop Ramesh
Kumar Kartami and re-
covered cash of Rs 5
lakh from his residence
in Gram Pamela thana
Parpa.

A Police team was
formed under leader-
ship of TI Kotwali
Thana Jagdalpur Aman
Sahu adn it is after
checking footage from
CCTV camera and talk-
ing to other workers in
the shop, they checked
the movement of suspi-
cious persons and their
activities. During talks
with shop workers, they
came to know about one

Rakesh KumarKartami
S/o Lakhma Ram
Kartami (20), R/o
Tongpal District
Sukma. He had come to
work in the shop four
days back and entered
the shop opening part
of the rooftop and ran
away with cash of Rs 6
lakh kept inside the
locker in the shop on
May 11 night. It was on
acceptance of crime,
the Police recovered

cash of Rs 5 lakh from
his new residence at
Gram Pamela and will
produce him in the
Court after further in-
vestigation.

In this case TI Aman
Sahu, Dhananjay
Sinha, Lalji Sinha, SI
Horilal Navik, Pramod
Thakur, Snesh Sethia,
Krishna Sahu,
Ramvilas Negi and
other personnel gave
valuable contribution.
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Legal Literacy Camp organized in Central Jail
Central Chronicle News

Jagdalpur, May 13:
Under the direction of
Chhattisgarh State Legal
Services Authority
(CSLSA), Bilaspur, Jail
Review Day is organized
every Wednesday in the
Central Jail.

On the occasion of Jail
Review Day, a separate
legal literacy camp was
also organized for the
male and female prisoners
detained in the Central
Jail by District Judge and
District Legal Services
Authority Chairman Alok
Kumar on Wednesday.

In the legal literacy
camp organized above,
District Judge Alok
Kumar made the prison-

ers aware of their rights
during their stay in jail
and informed them about
their legal rights by
telling them about free
legal advice and assis-
tance. The prisoners pres-

ent in the camp organized
by Chief Judicial
Magistrate Anil Kumar
Bara were also motivated
to take advantage of their
duties and rights.

Behavioral Judge Ajay

Singh Meena and Manish
Kumar Thakur, while giv-
ing information about the
schemes of the Legal
Services Authority to the
prisoners present, were
provided with free legal

aid, basic rights of citi-
zens, information about
fundamental duties and
many others.

In the camp, Alok
Kumar, District Judge
President, District Legal
Services Authority, Anil
Kumar Bara, Chief
Judicial Magistrate,
Jagdalpur Geeta Brij,
Radhiya District Legal
Services Authority,
Behavioral Judge Ajay
Singh Meena and Manish
Kumar Thakur, Jail
Superintendent Amit
Shandilya, Assistant Jail
Nayak Superintendent ji,
Puraina ji, Smt. Seema
Oraon along with the staff
of the jail administration
and the male and female
prisoners detained in the
jail were present.

Stolen cash of Rs 5 lakh recovered out of Rs 6 lakhs

Krishna Kunj is an 
innovative scheme: Sahu 

Bhavsingh-Sahu

‘State govt is working in 
the interest of the public’

Dr-Laxmi-Dhruv



WATERLOGGED STREET 

School students wade through a waterlogged street after rain at Anil Nagar in Guwahati, Friday
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BRIEF

Monsoon rains
i New Delhi:

Southwest monsoon,
considered the lifeline
of India’s agri-based
economy, is likely to
bring first showers to
Kerala by May 27, ear-
lier than the normal
onset date, the weath-
er office announced
on Friday. The normal
onset date for mon-
soon over Kerala is
June 1. This year, the
onset of southwest
monsoon over Kerala
is likely to be earlier
than the normal date
of onset. The mon-
soon onset over
Kerala is likely to be
on May 27 with a
model error of four
days, India
Meteorological
Department (IMD)
said.

Fire breaks out 
i New Delhi: A fire

broke out in three fac-
tories in west Delhi’s
Kirti Nagar industrial
area early Friday, offi-
cials said. The fire de-
partment received in-
formation about the
blaze at 1.50 am.
Twelve fire tenders
were rushed to the
spot and the blaze was
brought under con-
trol. Cooling opera-
tion are on, a senior
fire official said. The
blaze broke out in a
bag manufacturing
factory, a furniture
unit and a fabrication
material unit. No in-
jury has been report-
ed so far, the officials
added.

Two die 
i Gonda (UP): Two

people were killed
after a truck hit their
motorcycle on the
Maskanwa-Mankapur
road here, police said
on Friday. Shivam
Singh (28) and Vivek
Singh (30), residents
of Basti district, were
on their way to
Mankapur when the
accident occurred on
Thursday evening, po-
lice said. The wheat-
laden track was seized
but its driver fled the
spot before police ar-
rived. The bodies have
been sent for post-
mortem examination,
they said.

Burglary
i Guruvayur: In a

major heist, burglars
decamped with 371
sovereigns of gold
and over Rs two lakh
in cash from the
house of a jeweller
near
Thampuranpadi
here, police said on
Friday. Police said
the burglary hap-
pened on Thursday
evening and the in-
vestigating officers
have retrieved the
CCTV visuals of the
burglar. “We have re-
trieved the CCTV vi-
suals of a burglar
who forced himself
into the house
through the back-
door. The house-
owner has com-
plained that they lost
371 sovereigns of gold
and Rs two lakh in
cash,” police told PTI.

Gang-raped
i Ranchi: A 15-year-old

girl was allegedly kid-
napped and raped by
five men in a car in
Ranchi, police said on
Friday. The girl told the
police that she was
forced into the car from
the Ring Road in
Dhurwa by the accused
on Wednesday night,
they said. A patrol team
of the police found the
car on the roadside
near a restaurant in
Daladali in Ratu police
station area,
Superintendent of
Police (Ranchi-Rural)
Naushad Alam told
PTI.

Mumbai, May 13:

A day after the
Maharashtra unit of the
Bharatiya Janata Party
tweeted an edited video of
his speech and accused
him of being a Hindu-
hater, Nationalist
Congress Party chief
Sharad Pawar said he was
reading out lines from a
poem which presents the
pain of the labourer class,
but those who wanted to
spread misinformation
were free to do so.

T h e
@BJP4Maharashtra on
Wednesday tweeted a
short video of Pawar’s
speech in Satara and
claimed that “atheist
Sharad Pawar always
hated Hindu religion” and
he would not have
achieved his political suc-
cess without insulting
Hindu gods and goddesses
and indulging in casteism.

Some social media users
pointed out that Pawar
was quoting a poem by
Jawahar Rathod which
deals with the issue of
casteism.

Speaking to reporters at
Purandar in Pune on
Thursday, Pawar ex-
plained that he was read-
ing lines from Rathod’s
poem Patharvat (stone-
cutter). In the poem, the
stone-cutter says he made
the idols of Brahma,
Vishnu and Mahesh using

his chisel and these idols
were installed in the tem-
ple, but the stone-cutters
themselves were not al-
lowed to step inside the
temple because they are
from a lower caste.

“The stonecutter ques-
tions whether Brahma is
the creator of the world or
we (those who make his
idols) are his father,” the
NCP chief said, reading
out the poem again.

“The poet voices the
pain of the labourers who
rue that they sculpted
idols from the rock but
they are stopped from en-
tering the temple. The
poem depicts pain, but if
some people want to
spread misinformation,
they are free to do so,” the
NCP chief said, without
naming the BJP.

“When people will look
for where it is written,
they will find this book,”
he added.

BJP attempt to paint Pawar
anti-Hindu backfires

Aurangabad, May 13 (PTI) :

AIMIM leader
Akbaruddin Owaisi’s visit
to the tomb of Mughal em-
peror Aurangzeb at
Khuldabad in
M a h a r a s h t r a ’ s
Aurangabad district has
drawn flak from the ruling
Shiv Sena, which ques-
tioned his move and
warned that if he tried to
“create problems in the so-
ciety” it would not be toler-
ated.

Owaisi had visited the
tomb on Thursday before
addressing a rally in
Aurangabad city.

Former Shiv Sena MP
Chandrakant Khaire and

the party’s Aurangabad
district unit chief and
MLC Ambadas Danve has
taken a strong objection to
Owaisi’s visit to the tomb.
But All India Majlis-E-
Ittehadul Muslimeen
(AIMIM) Lok Sabha MP
Imtiaz Jaleel said there
was no need to draw a “dif-
ferent meaning” out of it.

“The motive behind
Akbaruddin Owaisi’s visit
to Aurangzeb’s tomb can-
not be understood. We re-
member the statements he
had made earlier...No one
goes to the tomb of
Aurangzeb. But if Owaisi
is going there to create
problems in the society,
then we will not tolerate

it,” Khaire said. Danve
said, “It is not surprising
that Owaisi went to
Aurangzeb’s tomb. The
thinking of Nizam,
Razakars (the paramili-
tary volunteer force de-
ployed by the Nizam of
Hyderabad to resist the
princely state’s integra-
tion with India during
1947-48) and the earlier
Islamic dynasties is the
same. As per that ideology,
Owaisi visited the tomb.
But those Muslims, who
think about the welfare of
the nation, should stay
away from AIMIM and
Owaisi.” Defending
Owaisi, Jaleel said, “There
are many tombs (in
Khuldabad) and they have
a history. Anyone who
comes to Khuldabad visits
tomb of Aurangzeb. There
is no need to draw a differ-
ent meaning out of this.”

Shiv Sena slams Owaisi for visiting Aurangzeb’s tomb

Udaipur, May 13 (PTI):

The Congress is consid-
ering enforcing the ‘One
family, one ticket’ formula
with the exception only
when another family
member has been work-
ing for at least five years
in the party.

The party is also consid-
ering capping at five years
holding of a post with a
cooling off period of three
years and setting up of an
assessment wing to moni-
tor performance of office
bearers.

Addressing a press con-
ference ahead of the start
of the party’s ‘Chintan
Shivir’ on Friday,
Congress general secre-
tary Ajay Maken said “big
changes” are in store for
the party organisation

and it will completely
transform its working
style going forward.

He said a proposal is
being considered that 50
per cent party positions
be reserved for those less
than 50 years of age in
party committees at every
level of the Congress or-
ganisation.

He said there is una-
nimity on establishing
mandal committees be-
tween booth and block
level in party organisa-
tion.

Maken, who is a mem-
ber of the coordination
committee on organisa-
tion for discussion at the
Chintan Shivir, said the
party is deliberating on
setting up a ‘public in-
sight department’ to as-
certain views of the peo-

ple and carry out surveys
for getting battle ready for
elections

The Congress is also
considering setting up an
‘assessment wing’ to
gauge performance of of-
fice bearers, he said.

“We are also working
on a mechanism for en-
forcing stricter disci-
pline,” he said.

The three-day ‘Nav
Sankalp Chintan Shivir’
is being held in the back-
drop of a string of elec-
toral defeats and dissent
in the party for the past
many years.

The Shivir will focus on
time-bound party restruc-
turing, finding ways to
combat politics of polari-
sation and getting battle-
ready for upcoming elec-
toral challenges.

Chintan Shivir: Cong says ‘one family
one ticket’ proposal being discussed

New Delhi, May 13 (PTI):

Delhi Deputy Chief
Minister Manish Sisodia
has written to Union
Home Minister Amit
Shah urging him to stop
the ‘’destruction’’ ensu-
ing in the national capital
due to the anti-encroach-
ment drive being carried
out by the three BJP-
ruled municipal bodies.

In an online briefing,
Sisodia claimed that the
civic bodies have a plan to
raze 63 lakh dwellings in
the national capital.

“Of these, 60 lakh hous-
es are in unauthorised
colonies while the re-
maining three lakh are
those where people have
extended their balconies
or covered them. We have
learnt that notices have
been sent to them,

Sisodia said.
This will lead to a huge

destruction in the nation-
al capital. Almost 70 per
cent of the population of
Delhi will be rendered
homeless,” he added.

The Aam Aadmi Party
will oppose the demoli-
tion drive and I have writ-
ten to the Union home
minister to seek his inter-
vention in the matter, he
said.

“I have written to him
(Shah) saying that this

(demotion drive) should
be stopped. If bulldozers
are to be used, they
should be used to demol-
ish the houses of those
BJP leaders and civic
body representatives who
took bribes to allow such
structures to be con-
structed,” he said.

An anti-encroachment
drive in Delhi’s
Madanpur Khadar on
Thursday sparked
protests and pelting of
stones where the locals
claimed that legal struc-
tures were bulldozed.

AAP MLA
Amanatullah Khan, who
was a part of a protest in
the southeast Delhi local-
ity, was arrested on
charges of rioting and ob-
structing public servants
in discharge of their duty,
police officials said.

Sisodia urges Shah to stop
demolition drive in Delhi

Puri, May 13 (PTI):

Amid the row over the
Puri Heritage Corridor
Project, the Cultural
Advisory Committee has
decided to shift the Shree
Jagannath Reception
Centre out of the prohibit-
ed zone of 100 metres
around the 12th-century
shrine, officials said on
Friday.

The proposed reception
centre will come up in the
regulated zone — the area
extending 200 metres from
the prohibited zone.
Though digging had
begun within the prohibit-
ed zone for the reception
centre, construction was
yet to start, they said.

The decision was taken
on Thursday at a meeting
chaired by Gajapati
Maharaja Dibyasingha
Deb. It was attended by
members of the commit-

tee and senior officers of
the state government, in-
cluding the Principal
Secretary of the Works
Department and Engineer-
in-Chief and Managing
Director of Odisha Bridge
Construction Corporation
(OBCC).

The Archeological
Survey of India (ASI) had
told the Orissa High Court
in an affidavit on May 9
that the state government
did not take its permission
for the heritage corridor
project.

The state government
also informed the court
that the reception centre
will be moved out of the
100-metre prohibited zone.

A 600 people capacity re-
ception centre, a cultural
centre, an integrated com-
mand and control centre, a
pilgrim centre and a
multi-level car parking lot
are part of the project,

which aims to make Puri
an international place of
heritage.

After examining the
current availability of
land for the Heritage
Corridor Project, the meet-
ing decided to develop the
Outer Access Road (OAR)
with the available width
and after acquisition of
more land, required exten-
sions may be made.

It was also decided to
keep the design of the
amenities simple, in tan-
dem with the temple com-
plex.

A PIL in the high court
has claimed that the con-
struction work has affect-
ed the health of the tem-
ple. ASI’s Superintending
A r c h e o l o g i s t ,
Bhubaneswar Circle,
Arun Mallick visited the
Jagannath temple on
Friday morning.

This is for the first time

that an ASI official visited
the shrine after the affi-
davit was submitted in the
high court. Incidentally,
Shree Jagannath Temple
Administration (SJTA)
chief administrator VV
Yadav also visited the tem-
ple around the same time.

It was not known
whether they held a meet-
ing on the corridor proj-
ect.

The residents of the pil-
grim town are protesting
the project, claiming that
the state government vio-
lated the norms of the
Ancient Monument and
Archeological Sites and
Remains Act (AMSAR),
1958.

On a petition filed by
some advocates of Puri, a
court has asked the police
to file a case against the
state government for al-
legedly violating the
AMSAR Act.

Amid row over Puri heritage corridor, reception centre
to be moved out of prohibited zone

p AIMIM says don’t
draw ‘different
inference’

Noida, May 12 (PTI):

A gangster wanted in
over 50 criminal cases in
the Delhi National Capital
Region was held after a
gunfight with the police in
Uttar Pradesh’s Noida on
Thursday evening, offi-
cials said.

Mohammed Khalid (33)
was allegedly involved in
cases of robbery, vehicle
thefts and is a key member
of a gang active in Delhi,
Ghaziabad and Noida,
they said.

“Khalid is a notorious
criminal and had at least
51 FIRs against his name
at various police stations
of NCR. ACP (Noida 2)
Rajneesh Verma and SHO
Sector 58 police station
Vinod Kumar had got in-
puts about his movement
in their area this evening,”

Additional Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(Noida) Ranvijay Singh
said.

“The accused was on a
motorcycle with an associ-
ate when they were inter-
cepted in Sector 62. A gun-
fight broke out between
the two sides in which
Khalid got injured while
his associate managed to
escape,” Singh said.

After he was held, the
police took Khalid to a hos-
pital for treatment while
search operations have
been launched for his asso-
ciate who has also been
identified, the officer said.

An illegal pistol along
with some ammunition
has been seized from the
possession of the accused
and his motorcycle has
been impounded, police
said.

Gangster wanted in over 50 cases
held after gunfight with Noida cops Mumbai, May 13 (PTI) :

The National
Investigation Agency (NIA)
has arrested two aides of
gangster Chhota Shakeel
from western suburbs of
the city for allegedly han-
dling the illegal activities
and financial transactions
of the crime syndicate con-
trolled by fugitive under-
world don Dawood
Ibrahim, an official said on
Friday.

The accused, identified
as Arif Abubakar Shaikh
(59) and Shabbir Abubakar
Shaikh (51), were placed
under arrest on Thursday,
he said.

“Both of them were ap-
prehended from the west-
ern suburbs by an NIA
team, which is probing the
cases against Dawood
Ibrahim’s syndicate,” the
official said, adding that
the duo was closely associ-
ated with gangster Chhota

Shakeel and were involved
in the cartel run by
Ibrahim.

Sources said that during
the recent raids at multiple
locations in Mumbai and
Thane, the NIA had picked
up many suspects for inves-
tigation, sources said.

Arif and Shabbir were
also among the suspects,
who were picked up for
their alleged connections
with the D-Company
(Dawood Ibrahim’s crime
syndicate), they said.

During their interroga-
tion, the NIA team found
that Arif and Shabbir had
carried out some transac-
tions with Chhota Shakeel,
following which they were
placed under arrest, they
added.

Chhota Shakeel operates
an international criminal
syndicate from Pakistan
and Interpol has issued a
red corner notice against
him.

NIA arrests Chhota Shakeel’s two aides

Bhopal, May 13:

For the 2023 Madhya
Pradesh Assembly polls,
the opposition Congress
has decided to issue
‘Vachan Patra’ (election
manifesto) not only for
the state level, but also
separately for each dis-
trict based on the local is-
sues and demands, a
party leader said on
Friday.

The decision to issue
manifesto for the state
level and separately for
each district was taken
during a meeting of the
Vachan Patra Advisory
Committee chaired by
state Congress president
and former chief minis-
ter Kamal Nath on
Thursday, chairman of
the panel Rajendra Singh

said.
“During the meeting,

Nath directed the com-
mittee members to take
into account the aspira-
tions of the people from
different areas of the
state, study their prob-
lems and suggest solu-
tions and based on all
these factors, Vachan
Patra should be prepared,
keeping the requirements
of each district in mind,”
he said.

Nath also asked the
committee members to
prepare a detailed report
about the functioning of
various departments of
the state government, and
to keep an eye on the
“misinformation cam-
paign spread by the rul-
ing BJP” against the
Congress, Singh said.

“This Vachan Patra
will also have promises
for all sections of the soci-
ety, especially those from
the backward community,
Dalits, tribals, youths and
women,” he said.

The members of the
committee also gave im-
portant suggestions for
the Vachan Patra, he said,
adding that the panel
would discuss in detail all
these issues before incor-
porating them into the
manifesto.

Committee members,
including former Union
ministers Suresh
Pachouri and Arun
Yadav, Leader of
Opposition Dr Govind
Singh, former LoP Ajay
Singh and some former
ministers, attended the
meeting.

Cong to have poll manifestos
for each MP district
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ASEAN IN A GROUP PHOTO

President Joe Biden and leaders from the Association of Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN) participate in a group photo on the South Lawn of the White House in
Washington.

BRIEF
Detained

Vienna: The
European Union’s
main representative
at the nuclear talks
with Iran says he was
briefly detained with
colleagues at
Frankfurt Airport, in
breach of diplomatic
rules. Enrique Mora
of Spain, who has
long led the EU dele-
gation at the talks in
Vienna, said the inci-
dent happened Friday
morning as he was
trying to make a con-
necting flight from
Tehran to Brussels.
Mora wrote on
Twitter that he re-
ceived not a single ex-
planation from
German authorities
for why he was de-
tained. An EU official
on an official mission
holding a Spanish
diplomatic passport.
Took out my passport
and my phones.

Spy ship 
Canberra:

Australia’s defence
minister said Friday
that a Chinese war-
ship with spying capa-
bilities had been hug-
ging the nation’s west-
ern coastline in what
amounted to an ag-
gressive act. Minister
Peter Dutton said the
ship was sighted
Friday morning head-
ing north about 250
nautical miles from
Broome in Western
Australia, and had
been tracked along
the coastline for the
past week. Its inten-
tion, of course, is to
collect intelligence
right along the coast-
line,” Dutton said. It
has been in close prox-
imity to military and
intelligence installa-
tions on the west coast
of Australia.

Visas
Colombo: Indian
High Commission in
Sri Lanka on Friday
categorically denied
that it has stopped is-
suing visas in the
country, saying the
disruption was
caused by operational
difficulties due to the
inability of Visa Wing
staff, most of whom
are Sri Lankan na-
tionals, to attend of-
fice. The High
Commission said it
was striving to return
to its normal function-
ing soon. “High
Commission categori-
cally denies that it or
the Indian
Consulates-General or
the Assistant High
Commission of
#India in #SriLanka
have stopped issuing
visas. In the past few
days, there were oper-
ational difficulties
due to the inability of
our Visa Wing staff,
most of whom are
#SriLankan nation-
als, to attend office,”
the Indian High
Commission tweeted.

Indian envoy
Colombo: The Indian
High Commissioner
Gopal Baglay on
Friday became the
first foreign envoy to
call on the new Sri
Lankan Prime
Minister Ranil
Wickremesinghe and
discussed with him
the current situation
in the country amid
the worst economic
crisis, according to
sources here.
Wickremesinghe, 73,
was sworn-in as Sri
Lanka’s 26th prime
minister on Thursday
to stabilise the coun-
try’s debt-ridden econ-
omy and end the politi-
cal turmoil. Baglay vis-
ited Wickremesinghe
immediately after the
latter assumed duties
in his office on Friday,
Prime minister’s office
sources said.

Islamabad, May 13 (PTI):

Pakistan’s Foreign
Office has said that doors
for diplomacy on outstand-
ing issues with India re-
main open, but the envi-
ronment for “a fruitful and
constructive dialogue” is
not there, according to a
media report on Friday.

The remarks by Foreign
Office spokesman Asim
Iftikhar came in response
to questions on ties with
India during a weekly
briefing on Thursday.

In diplomacy, you never
shut the doors,” the Dawn
newspaper quoted Iftikhar
as saying.

India has repeatedly
told Pakisan that it desires
normal neighbourly rela-

tions with Islamabad in an
environment free of ter-
ror, hostility, and violence.
India has said the onus is
on Pakistan to create an
environment free of terror
and hostility.

Iftikhar said that there
was a national consensus
on this issue and succes-
sive governments had pur-
sued the same policy of
seeking peaceful settle-
ment of disputes with
India.

The FO spokesman said
that notwithstanding
Pakis tan’s desire for a
diplomatic resolution of
disputes, the environment
for a fruitful, constructive
dialogue is not there .

The questions were
asked in the context of

overtures by the new
Pakistani government led
by Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif and the
appointment of a trade
minister in New Delhi.

Pakistan Prime
Minister Sharif and his
Indian counterpart
Narendra Modi had ex-
changed messages after
the former was elected as
the prime minister to suc-
ceed Imran Khan.

Soon after he was elect-
ed as Pakistan’s Prime
Minister, Sharif in his in-
augural speech had raised
the issue of abrogation of
Article 370 in Kashmir.

He expressed a desire
for better ties with India
but linked it with the
Kashmir issue.

“We want good ties with
India but durable peace is
not possible until the
Kashmir dispute is re-
solved,” he had said.

Ties between India and
Pakistan nose-dived after a
terror attack on the
Pathankot Air Force base
in 2016 by terror groups
based in the neighbouring
country. Subsequent at-
tacks, including one on an
Indian Army camp in Uri,
further deteriorated the
relationship.

The relationship deteri-
orated after India an-
nounced withdrawing the
special powers of Jammu
and Kashmir and bifurca-
tion of the state into two
union territories in
August 2019.

Environment for ‘fruitful, constructive
dialogue’ with India not there: Pak FO

Washington, May 13 (PTI):

The SARS-CoV-2 virus,
which causes COVID-19,
becomes almost immedi-
ately nonviable if deposit-
ed on a cash banknote, ac-
cording to a study.

The research, published
in the journal PLOS ONE,
suggests that the use of
credit and debit cards over
cash as a COVID-19 pre-
vention measure is not ad-
visable.

The researchers found
that the virus shows
greater stability on plastic
money cards, with the live
virus still being detected
48 hours after initial depo-
sition.

However, no viable virus
was detected on either
cash or card that was ran-
domly sampled in the
study, the researchers
said.

“Early in the pandemic,
we had this massive out-
cry for businesses to stop
using cash; all these busi-
nesses just followed this
advice and said OK we are
credit card only,” said
study author Richard
Robison, a professor at
Brigham Young

University (BYU) in the
US. “I thought, ‘Wait a
minute, where are the data
to support that?’ And there
simply wasn’t any. We de-
cided to see if it was ra-
tional or not, and turns
out it was not,” Robison
said. The researchers
rounded up a bunch of
USD 1 bills, quarters, pen-
nies and credit cards and
inoculated the money with
SARS-CoV-2.

The cash, coins and
cards were then sampled
and tested for virus de-
tection at four time
points afterwards: at 30
minutes, four hours, 24
hours and 48 hours. The
researchers found that
SARS-CoV-2 was difficult
to detect on the dollar
bills even just 30 minutes

after being placed there.
The study find the virus

was reduced by 99.9993 per
cent at the 30 minute
mark.

The researchers tested
again after 24 and 48 hours
and found no live virus on
the banknotes. In contrast,
the virus only reduced 90
per cent on money cards at
the 30-minute mark, they
said. While this reduction
rate increased to 99.6 per
cent by four hours, and
99.96 per cent by 24 hours,

the live virus was still de-
tectable on the money
cards 48 hours later.

The coins performed
similarly to the plastic
cards, with a strong initial
reduction in virus pres-
ence, yet still testing posi-
tive for the live virus after
24 and 48 hours.

Researchers were sur-
prised by the instability of
the paper banknotes,
which in the US are a
blend of 75 per cent cotton
and 25 per cent linen.

After putting 1 million
viable virus particles on
the bills, they could not
find any virus at all after
24 hours.

The research team also
obtained fresh samples of
USD 1 cash bills, quarters
and pennies from around
BYU’s campus and local
restaurants to test them
for the presence of the
virus.

Covid virus is not viable on cash 
banknotes, study finds

US ready to work with new
Lankan PM Wickremesinghe

Colombo, May 13 (PTI):

US Ambassador to Sri
Lanka has congratulated
the newly-appointed
Prime Minister of Sri
Lanka Ranil
Wickremesinghe and
hoped that an inclusive
government would be
formed quickly to address
the economic crisis and
promote stability in the is-
land nation.

Wickremesinghe, 73,
was sworn in as Sri
Lanka’s 26th prime minis-
ter on Thursday to sta-
bilise the country’s debt-
ridden economy and end
the political turmoil.

The United National
Party (UNP) leader took
over as the prime minister
as the country was with-
out a government since
Monday when President
Gotabaya Rajapaksa’s
elder brother and prime
minister Mahinda
Rajapaksa resigned after
violence erupted following
an attack on the anti-gov-
ernment protesters by his
supporters.

US Ambassador Julie
Chung congratulated the

newly-appointed Prime
Minister Wickremesinghe
on Thursday.

Look forward to work-
ing w/ @RW_UNP. His ap-
pointment as PM, and the
quick formation of an in-
clusive government, are
first steps to addressing
the crisis & promoting sta-
bility, she tweeted.

We encourage meaning-
ful progress at the IMF &
long-term solutions that
meet the needs of all Sri
Lankans, the tweet further
added.

On Wednesday, the
International Monetary
Fund said that it is follow-
ing developments in Sri
Lanka closely and is con-
cerned about rising social
tensions and violence.

In the month of April,
the two sides convened
their first round of talks at
the IMF headquarters in
Washington.

Sri Lanka is hoping for a
Rapid Finance Instrument
(RFI) facility as well as a
larger Extended Fund
Facility (EFF) from the in-
ternational financial body
to help it deal with its for-
eign currency shortages,
which have triggered an
economic crisis.

In the last meeting, the
IMF assured to help the
country with an amount of
USD 300 million to USD
600 million.

According to the IMF,
the island nation will re-
ceive the said amount
from the World Bank over
the course of the next four
months. Sri Lanka has
been grappling with an
unprecedented economic
turmoil since its inde-
pendence from Britain in
1948. Sri Lanka is current-
ly facing the worst eco-
nomic crisis and political
instability ever after
Independence due to man-
ifold reasons both short
and long-term.

Washington, May 13 (AP):

The Biden administra-
tion is cancelling three oil
and gas lease sales sched-
uled in the Gulf of
Mexico and off the coast
of Alaska, removing mil-
lions of acres from possi-
ble drilling as U.S. gas
prices reach record highs.

The Interior
Department announced
the decision Wednesday
night, citing a lack of in-
dustry interest in drilling
off the Alaska coast and
conflicting court rulings
that have complicated
drilling efforts in the Gulf
of Mexico, where the bulk
of U.S. offshore drilling
takes place,

The decision likely
means the Biden adminis-
tration will not hold a
lease sale for offshore
drilling this year and
comes as Interior appears
set to let a mandatory

five-year plan for offshore
drilling expire next
month.

Unfortunately, this is
becoming a pattern the
administration talks
about the need for more
supply and acts to restrict
it,’’ said Frank
Macchiarola, senior vice
president of the
American Petroleum

Institute, the top lobbying
group for the oil and gas
industry.

“As geopolitical volatili-
ty and global energy
prices continue to rise, we
again urge the adminis-
tration to end the uncer-
tainty and immediately
act on a new five-year pro-
gram for federal offshore
leasing,’’ he said.

Biden cancels offshore oil lease
sales in Gulf Coast, Alaska



W hat do you need to
make your garden

grow? As well as plenty of sun-
shine alternating with gentle
showers of rain and busy bees
and butterflies to pollinate the
plants you need good, rich soil
to provide essential minerals.
But imagine you had no rich
soil, or showers of rain, or bees
and butterflies. And the sun-
shine was either too harsh and
direct or absent causing freez-
ing temperatures.

Could plants grow in such an
environment and, if so, which
ones? This is the question that
colonists on the Moon (and
Mars) would have to tackle if
(or when) human exploration of
our planetary neighbours goes
ahead. Now a new study, pub-
lished in Communications
Biology, has started to provide
answers.

The researchers behind the
study cultivated the fast-grow-
ing plant Arabidopsis thaliana
in samples of lunar regolith
(soil) brought back from three
different places on the Moon by
the Apollo astronauts.

Dry and barren soil
This is not the first time that

attempts have been made to
grow plants in lunar regolith
though, but it is the first to
demonstrate why they don't
thrive.

The lunar regolith is very dif-
ferent from terrestrial soils. For
a start, it doesn't contain organ-
ic matter (worms, bacteria, de-
caying plant matter) that is

characteristic of soil on Earth.
Neither does it have an inher-
ent water content.

But it is composed of the
same minerals as terrestrial
soils, so assuming that the lack
of water, sunlight and air is
ameliorated by cultivating
plants inside a lunar habitat,
then the regolith could have the
potential to grow plants.

The research showed that
this is indeed the case. Seeds of
A. thaliana germinated at the
same rate in Apollo material as
they did in the terrestrial soil.
But while the plants in the ter-
restrial soil went on to develop
root stocks and put out leaves,
the Apollo seedlings were stunt-
ed and had poor root growth.

The main thrust of the re-
search was to examine plants at
the genetic level. This allowed
the scientists to recognise
which specific environmental
factors evoked the strongest ge-
netic responses to stress. They
found that most of the stress re-
action in all the Apollo
seedlings came from salts,
metal and oxygen that is highly
reactive (the last two of which
are not common in terrestrial
soil) in the lunar samples.

The three Apollo samples
were affected to different ex-
tents, with the Apollo 11 sam-
ples being the slowest to grow.
Given that the chemical and
mineralogical composition of
the three Apollo soils were fair-
ly similar to each other, and to
the terrestrial sample, the re-
searchers suspected that nutri-
ents weren't the only force at
play.

The terrestrial soil, called
JSC-1A, was not a regular soil.
It was a mixture of minerals
prepared specifically to simu-
late the lunar surface, and con-
tained no organic matter.

The starting material was
basalt, just as in lunar regolith.
The terrestrial version also con-
tained natural volcanic glass as
an analogue for the glassy ag-

glutinates small mineral frag-
ments mixed with melted glass
that are abundant in lunar re-
golith.

The scientists recognised the
agglutinates as one of the po-
tential reasons for lack of
growth by the seedlings in the
Apollo soil compared to the ter-
restrial soil, and also for the dif-
ference in growth patterns be-
tween the three lunar samples.

Agglutinates are a common
feature of the lunar surface.
Ironically, they are formed by a
process referred to as lunar gar-
dening . This is the way that the
regolith changes, through bom-
bardment of the Moon's surface
by cosmic radiation, solar wind
and minuscule meteorites, also
known as space weathering.

Because there is no atmos-
phere to slow down the tiny me-
teorites hitting the surface, they
impact at high velocity, causing
melting and then quenching
(rapid cooling) at the impact
site.

Gradually, small aggregates
of minerals build up, held to-
gether by glass. They also con-
tain tiny particles of iron metal
(nanophase iron) formed by the
space weathering process.

It is this iron that is the
biggest difference between the
glassy agglutinates in the
Apollo samples and the natural
volcanic glass in the terrestrial
sample. This was also the most
probable cause of the metal-as-
sociated stress recognised in
the plant's genetic profiles.

So the presence of aggluti-
nates in the lunar substrates
caused the Apollo seedlings to
struggle compared with the
seedlings grown in JSC-1A, par-
ticularly the Apollo-11 ones.
The abundance of agglutinates
in a lunar regolith sample de-
pends on the length of time that
the material has been exposed
on the surface, which is re-
ferred to as the maturity of a
lunar soil.

Very mature soils have been

on the surface for a long time.
They are found in places where
regolith has not been disturbed
by more recent impact events
that created craters, whereas
immature soils (from below the
surface) occur around fresh
craters and on steep crater
slopes.

The three Apollo samples had
different maturities, with the
Apollo 11 material being the
most mature. It contained the
most nanophase iron and ex-
hibited the highest metal-asso-
ciated stress markers in its ge-
netic profile.
The importance of young soil

The study concludes that
the more mature regolith was
a less effective substrate for
growing seedlings than the
less mature soil. This is an
important conclusion, be-
cause it demonstrates that
plants could be grown in
lunar habitats using the re-
golith as a resource. But that
the location of the habitat
should be guided by the matu-
rity of the soil.

And a last thought: it struck
me that the findings could
also apply to some of the im-
poverished regions of our
world. I don't want to rehearse
the old argument of Why
spend all this money on space
research when it could be bet-
ter spent on schools and hos-
pitals? . That would be the
subject of a different article.

But are there technology
developments that arise from
this research that could be ap-
plicable on Earth? Could what
has been learned about stress-
related genetic changes be
used to develop more drought-
resistant crops? Or plants that
could tolerate higher levels of
metals?

It would be a great achieve-
ment if making plants grow
on the Moon was instrumen-
tal in helping gardens to grow
greener on Earth.

Chronicle
C E N T R A L

Established  1974  Volume  47  No. 219

The gold digger 
Thankfully and ultimate-

ly the APCC has been able
to get rid of a termite
which has been eating the
party from inside. He is
none other than our for-
mer APCC chief and an ex-
jailbird, namely Ripun
Bora, who very recently
has crossed over to the
TMC, catching Bhupen
Bora off guard. Ripun
Bora is a gold digger seek-
ing new pasture under
merciless Mamta
Banerjee, the Chief
Minister of West Bengal
known for her cruelty to-
wards her political adver-
saries. We, the one- time
followers of Ripun Bora,
are waiting with our fin-
gers crossed to watch his
new role under merciless
Mamata Banerjee and his
one-time compatriot
Sushmita Dev, who also de-
serted the sinking boat for
political survival. A new
incarnation of Ripun Bora
as TMC chief in Assam
may be yet another episode
of Ripun Bora's misadven-
ture, as evinced by the
utter high-handed attitude
of his party men towards
mediapersons recently at
Guwahati in their very
first outing. This is noth-
ing but the writing on the
wall, which we the sons
and daughters of the soil
feel and predict. Still, I
wish Ripun Bora good luck
in his new innings.

Dr Ashim Chowdhury,
via mail

A legend 
passes away

In the passing of Santoor
maestro Pandit Shivkumar
Sharma, the nation has
lost one of its most illustri-
ous sons, who aggrandized
the string instrument to
the status of Sitar and
Sarod, and placed it on a
high pedestal in Indian
classical music through
his works. Cascading flow
of notes effusing from his
stringed instrument be-
longing to the folk circuit
of Jammu and Kashmir,
would waft through the
wind and would transport
the connoisseurs to a state
of trance, and send them
into rapturous delight. It
was his deep passion and
determination that took
Santoor, so inherent to its
culture, to the glorious sta-
tus of classical instrument
at the international level.
With Pandit Hariprasad
Chaurasia, he composed
music for many Hindi
films, including Silsila,
Chandni and Darr. For his
gargantuan contribution
to Indian classical music,
the nation must confer the
highest civilian award of
Bharat Ratna posthumous-
ly on Pandit Shivkumar
Sharma, which he richly
deserves.

Ranganathan
Sivakumar, Chennai

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

WHAT THEY TWEET!

HHaarrsshhaa  BBhhooggllee

@@bbhhoogglleehhaarrsshhaa

If the emotions have cooled
and some of you are done
with the abuse and anger, I
could explain what hap-
pens. A lot of the abuse,
and the corresponding
motives assigned, came
out of ignorance. So here is
a thread for those with an

open mind (1/n)

EElloonn  MMuusskk@@eelloonnmmuusskk

Biden’s mistake is that he thinks
he was elected to transform the
country, but actually everyone
just wanted less drama

AAmmiitt  MMaallvviiyyaa@@aammiittmmaallvviiyyaa

The country experienced an era of debili-
tating inflation between 2010 and 2014.
Under the UPA, retail inflation was more
than 9% in 22 of the 28 months (from Jan
2012 to Apr 2014). During this time infla-
tion crossed the double-digit mark nine
times! There was no external crisis.

KKuusshhaann  NNaannddyy
@@KKuusshhaannNNaannddyy

Watching #Modern Love
Mumbai and found the first
episode a delightful watch.
@fattysanashaikh’s endear-
ing act as the woman on the
path of self realisation and
hope, kept me hooked.
Looking forward to catching
up with the rest
@PritishNandy@RangitaNan

dy All the best, always!

aarrjjuunn  rraammppaall@@rraammppaallaarrjjuunn

Teaching @KapilSharmaK9 paaji to pose, zabaradast show, zabardast insan, thank you team at
#KapilSharmaShow for a #Dhaakad time. Still laughing. Show airs on Sunday. #Dhaakad20thMay.

JJeeffff  BBeezzooss@@JJeeffffBBeezzooss

Agree 100%. Would add:
Civility is hard. Name calling
and ad hominem attacks are
easy and when you use them it
makes it harder to work
together.

I ndia’s imports from Russia witnessed a more than three-fold jump
to $4.67 billion from a year before since the Ukraine conflict began

on February 24, despite pressure from Western nations. The surge in
shipments from Russia is thanks to New Delhi’s efforts to strike good
deals with Russian suppliers to tide over a growing shortfall of crude oil
and other inputs like coal and fertilisers. The rise in imports from
Moscow suggests New Delhi, a net importer of commodities, has re-
mained steadfast in its commitment to chart its own path despite
mounting Western pressure to shun “cheap” Russian oil, especially
when its critics themselves are larger buyers of Russian fossil fuels.
Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman recently defended the move, say-
ing, “I will put my country’s interest first and energy security first. If oil
is available and at a discount, why shouldn’t I buy it?” In a similar re-
frain, External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar, too, decried the “cam-
paign” against India on oil imports from Russia. India’s total oil purchas-
es from Russia in a month would probably be less than what Europe
does in an afternoon, he said recently. Russia was reportedly offering
discounts of as much as $30-35 per barrel on its flagship Urals grade to
woo India. Interestingly, Russia exported fossil fuels worth $63 billion in
the first two months of the Ukraine conflict, with bulk going to the EU. 

The largest importers of Russian coal, oil and gas were Germany, Italy
and China. Interestingly, the data compiled by the Centre for Research
on Energy and Clean Air show even the US imported more fossil fuels
from Russia than India during this period. But, India’s exports to Russia
crashed 57% year-on-year to just $266 million during this period, mainly
due to logistics and payment issues in the aftermath of Western sanc-
tions on Moscow. Indian exporters haven’t yet been able to supply much
to Russia in the wake of the war, as shipping lines are reluctant to take
bookings to and from Russia. This has hit the despatches of dry cargo.
Moreover, some payments for goods supplied to Russia even before the
war are still stuck, as the US and its European allies have blocked select
key Russian banks from the SWIFT financial-messaging infrastructure
for cross-border payment. Of course, the payment crisis has eased con-
siderably in recent weeks and several Russian firms have evinced
greater interest in sourcing more from India. However, given the supply-
chain disruptions, many domestic exporters still remain jittery and are
awaiting the war to be over. Exports of drug formulations and biologi-
cals dropped 41% to $60 million, while those of bulk drugs and interme-
diates eased 19% to $17 million between February 24 and May 8. Marine
product exports collapsed 91% to just $2 million; telecom instrument
despatches dropped 20% to $32 million; and iron & steel shipments
plunged 56% to $14 million. In a nutshell, India’s exports to Russia hit
$3.3 billion in FY22, while its imports stood at $9.79 billion.

Massive jump in India’s
imports from Russia

W ikimedia Foundation (WMF), the organization that runs the free
online encyclopedia Wikipedia, has stopped accepting cryp-

tocurrency donations, the no-profit with a mission to bring free knowl-
edge to all, said on May 1. The news was broken on Twitter by a Wikipedia
editor, Molly White who goes by the username Gorilla Warfare. She also
posted the WMF statement to this effect, addressed to the community
members. White who is a 27-year-old software developer with a special
interest in Web3 is an American citizen based in Massecheutes. She
began editing Wikipedia in 2008 at the age of 13 and has been one of the
most prolific editors at Wikipedia. Molly White has also been an adminis-
trator and a member of WMF’s Arbitration Committee, a sort of “Supreme
Court of Wikipedia”.   It was Molly White who proposed WMF to discon-
tinue crypto donations. Accepting cryptocurrencies would mean that the
world’s most popular free online knowledge platform approves of every-
thing that cryptocurrencies stand for and it may be harming the image of
Wikimedia and all its products including Wikipedia, she argued. She also
said that cryptocurrencies are extremely energy-intensive and, therefore,
environmentally unsustainable. Wikipedia doesn’t run advertisements
and donations and free contributions from volunteers such as Molly White
keep this platform going. WMF generated $157 million in 2021 and $127.2
million in 2020, mostly through donations. It’s the passion of volunteers
and donors to maintain Wikipedia as a source of reference for unbiased
knowledge and information that keeps the WMF community working on
this project. On Molly White’s proposal to discontinue crypto donations,
WMF began an online discussion among the community members and it
continued for about 3 months, from January 10 to April 12, 2022. About
400 community members took part in the discussion and finally voting
was conducted where community members endorsed Molly White’s pro-
posal by an overwhelming majority of over 70 percent. WMF took about
15 days to officially accept the community’s request for shutting its doors
on crypto donations. WMF said that it’s going to disable BitPay, the cryp-
tocurrency payment gateway through which it accepts donations in digi-
tal currencies – bitcoin, Ethereum, and bitcoin cash. For a 27-year-old
Wikipedia editor, who has served as a tech lead at marketing automation
solution provider Hubspot, it must be a great achievement. But for Molly,
while his   is  just  another occasion when   she was   able to deflate bullies
in the business. Back in 2011, she allowed Wikipedia to use her picture in
a fund-raising event. Until then, most people thought GorillaWarfare
should be a male. Once her gender was known, she began being harassed
by people both within Wikimedia and outside. 

Wikipedia editors would harass her with what’s called “hounding” --
finding fault with her work, rejecting them on one pretext or another, and
deleting images, bios, other features, and so on. People dug into her and
her relatives’ Facebook accounts and began sending threatening sexually
graphic messages and images, among other harassment. Many of these
details were discussed by Wikimedia Foundation CEO Katherine Maher in
a speech in 2016. In an article “The Tensions Behind Wikipedia’s New
Code of Conduct” on Slate.com written in partnership with Arizona State
University and published in March last year, the malicious behavior of the
Wikimedia community toward each other is discussed. This article opens
with a reference to Molly White’s experiences at Wikimedia. At one point
it says, “The hounding editor is tracking the other editor, following all of
their moves, and disrupting them, often with the aim of causing frustra-
tion and distress. It’s the Wikipedia equivalent of stalking.” Released in
February 2021, Wikimedia’s Universal Code of Conduct for community
members that come from 5 continents and 30 languages aims to curb ma-
licious behavior within the community. It “makes clear that harassment,
abuse of power, and content vandalism are unacceptable.” Mutual re-
spect and civility are to be maintained.    The s article says: Wikimedia’s
2018 Gender Equity Report found that 14 percent of the women who were
interviewed had experienced poor community health on Wikipedia, re-
porting issues ranging from a general lack of support to harassment. “I
have had porn posted to my userpage,” said one interviewee. In an inter-
view titled “Why you can't rebuild Wikipedia with crypto” on Platformer,
White demystifies the hype that Wikimedia could be a dream project for
Web3, a concept where users create and own content on a decentralized
platform. She says: I think my experiences with the Wikimedia communi-
ty have given me a pretty realistic view of how wonderful but also how
difficult community-run projects can be. There are some issues that com-
munity-driven projects are prone to running up against: deciding issues
when the community is split, dealing with abuse and harassment within
the community, handling outside players with a strong interest in influ-
encing what the community does. I think this is partly why some of the
best critics of web3 have backgrounds in communities like Wikimedia and
open source—they are familiar with the challenges that community gov-
ernance and decentralization can bring.

Churning behind 
Wikipedia’s decision
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People perform yoga during a yoga event ahead of International Day of Yoga, organised by Regional Outreach Bureau,
at the banks of Lower Lake, in Bhopal, Friday.

How to grow plants on the moon new study

SSuubbrraammaanniiaann  SSwwaammyy@@SSwwaammyy3399

After blocking Ram Setu Heritage
Status, sacking Culture Minister
for sending file to PM for approval
of it, wanting to sell off nationalised
Ramjanmabhoomi land, nationalising
all Char Dham temples in Uttarakhand,
refusing to withdraw Place of Worship

Act 1991, what is left?

MONICA GRADY

YOGA EVENT
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BRIEF

Self-reliant

Mumbai: The coun-
try needs to manufac-
ture textile machiner-
ies, which are mostly
imported, in order to
become self-reliant
and enhance export
competitiveness to
emerge as the global
leader in the sector,
minister of state for
textiles Darshana
Jardosh said on
Thursday. “Our export
competitiveness is
quite evident as we
stand second, only be-
hind China. But un-
like China we do not
have in-house manu-
facturing of textile
machineries. Most of
the machineries are
being imported.

Tata Motors 
New Delhi: Tata
Motors expects its
capex to increase to up
to Rs 6,000 crore in the
ongoing fiscal to sup-
port various pro-
grammes across its
commercial, passen-
ger and electric vehi-
cles verticals, Group
CFO P B Balaji said.
While the company
has committed invest-
ments for its business-
es to get well funded
and the transition to
the electrification
roadmap, it has identi-
fied inflation and semi-
conductors shortage
as the “two big wor-
ries”, while also being
cautious about rising
interest rates and con-
tinued inflation having
an impact on demand
going forward.

Human touch

New Delhi: Jet
Airways will have the
best possible app, web-
site and IT systems
and services among
all Indian carriers
without losing the
human touch, its CEO
Sanjiv Kapoor said on
Friday. “Human inter-
action cannot be fully
replaced by technolo-
gy — it must always
be there as a backup,
especially when
things go wrong (dur-
ing irregular opera-
tions, etc),” he stated
in an email to employ-
ees. The airline will
announce its aircraft
order soon after it re-
ceives its air operator
certificate (AOC),
Kapoor noted. On May
5, Jet Airways con-
ducted its test flight to
and from Hyderabad
in a step towards ob-
taining the AOC.

Interest rate
Mumbai: Mortgage
financier LIC Housing
Finance (LIC HFL) on
Friday increased in-
terest rate on home
loans by 20 basis
points to 6.9 per cent,
from 6.7 per cent, for
select borrowers. For
borrowers with CIBIL
score of 700 and above,
the rate hike has been
limited to only 20 bps,
LIC Housing Finance
said in a statement,
adding that the re-
vised rates are applica-
ble from Friday. For
customers having
CIBIL score (less than
700) maximum hike is
25 basis points (bps).

New Delhi, May 13:  

India wants the World
Trade Organisation
(WTO) to play its role in
containing global infla-
tion, which is impacting
most of the economies of
the member countries.
According to a statement
by India, delivered by
Ambassador Permanent
Representative to the
WTO, Brajendra Navnit,
the topmost priority for
the global trade body
should be the revival of
the economy and sustain
the growth post-pandem-
ic and during a conflict
situation.

“The present situation
has got a new important
problem...and that prob-
lem is the increasing in-
flation in most of the do-

mestic economies.
“These are getting trans-
mitted through food, fer-
tiliser, and fuel crisis and
it is going to devastate
the economy. It is going to
wipe out a lot of gains
which were made before
pandemic...,” he has said.

The statement was de-
livered on May 4 during
an informal meeting of
trade negotiations com-
mittee (TNC) and head of
delegations (HoDs). For
MC12 (12th ministerial
conference), “we think
that the WTO has a role
to play to take care of
these important prob-
lems,” he added. India, he
said, is looking forward
to a successful MC that
will deliver on the critical
issues which the world is
confronting including the

current food crisis and
the ongoing pandemic.
The 12th ministerial con-
ference, the highest deci-
sion-making body of the
WTO, is scheduled to
meet on June 12-15 in
Geneva.

On food security, he
said India is appealing to
the members that there is
a need to find ways and
means to support the ef-
forts of countries that are
in a position to help oth-
ers through distributions
from their stocks during
the current food crisis.
“And we should not link
this in any manner to the
ongoing deadlock in ne-
gotiations in the agricul-
tural sector on WTO’s re-
sponse to the pandemic
which includes both IP
(intellectual property)

and non-IP agenda,” he
added. On the TRIPs
(Trade-Related Aspects of
Intellectual Property
Rights) waiver proposal
to deal with the Covid-19
pandemic, he said it
should be one of the key
deliverables for MC12.
“For us, an outcome on
this proposal needs to be
immediately doable,
practical and one that en-
sures the security of sup-
ply and equitable and af-
fordable access,” he said.
On the proposed agree-
ment on fisheries subsi-
dies, he said India has de-
manded that a full discus-
sion should be held on
distant water fishing at
the technical level and it
should not be left for po-
litical discussion at the
minister’s level.

India wants WTO to play its role
in containing global inflation Mumbai, May 13:  

The Sensex came under
fag-end selling pressure to
close in the red for the
sixth straight session on
Friday as risk-off senti-
ment prevailed amid un-
abated selling by foreign
institutional investors and
concerns over inflation.

The 30-share BSE bench-
mark pared all intra-day
gains and declined 136.69
points or 0.26 per cent to
end at 52,793.62. During
the day, it had rallied 855.4
points or 1.61 per cent to
53,785.71. On similar lines,
the broader NSE Nifty
dipped 25.85 points or 0.16
per cent to settle at
15,782.15. Among the
Sensex firms, State Bank
of India, ICICI Bank,
NTPC, Bharti Airtel, Bajaj
Finserv, Axis Bank and
Maruti were the biggest
laggards.

In contrast, Sun
Pharma, M&M, ITC,
Hindustan Unilever, Titan
and Reliance were among
the gainers. Markets in
Asia settled higher, with
Tokyo, Hong Kong, Seoul
and Shanghai gaining sig-
nificantly. Bourses in

Europe were quoting high-
er in the afternoon ses-
sion. Stock exchanges in
the US had ended on a
mixed note on Thursday.
Meanwhile, international
oil benchmark Brent
crude jumped 1.09 per cent
to USD 108.6 per barrel.

Markets come under fag-end selling
pressure; Sensex falls 137 points

Mumbai, May 13: 

The rupee pared its ini-
tial gains and settled just 1
paisa higher at 77.49 (pro-
visional) against US dollar
on Friday, as inflation con-
cerns and strength of the
American currency
weighed on the local unit.
Forex traders said the
rupee consolidated in a
narrow range, as the
weakness in regional cur-
rencies and depressing
economic data weighed on
the domestic unit, while
intervention from the
Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) restricted the losses.

At the interbank forex
market, the rupee opened
at 77.35 against the green-
back and moved in a range
of 77.26 to 77.49 in the day’s
trade. The rupee finally
ended at 77.49, higher by
just 1 paisa over its previ-

ous close. On Thursday,
the rupee plunged 25 paise
to close at its lifetime low
of 77.50 against the US cur-
rency. On a weekly basis,
the rupee has depreciated
57 paise on the back of a
stronger dollar index, risk-
off sentiment and foreign
fund outflows.

“Among all the drivers,
the liquidity factor is in-
evitably a key driver of re-
cent market moves and

market participants are
rushing for safe-haven as-
sets,” Dilip Parmar,
Research Analyst, HDFC
Securities, said.

On Friday risk appetite
remained dismal with the
benchmark equity index
erasing morning gains
and the rupee also surren-
dered to the dollar,
Parmar said, adding
“weakness in regional
currencies and depressing
economic data weigh on
the local unit while inter-
vention from RBI restrict-
ed the losses.”

Meanwhile, India’s
headline inflation gal-
loped for a seventh
straight month to touch
an 8-year high of 7.79 per
cent in April on rising
food and fuel prices, rais-
ing the odds of an interest
rate hike by the RBI early
next month to tame prices.

Rupee inches 1 paisa higher to
close at 77.49 against US dollar Gurugram, May 13: 

SpiceJet, the country’s
favourite airline and Axis
Bank, India’s third largest
private sector bank, have
partnered to launch the
most rewarding co-brand-
ed credit card, powered by
Visathat will offer a host of
privileges and benefits to
customers. The card
comes in two variants –
SpiceJet Axis Bank
Voyage and Voyage Black,
and is aimed at facilitating
a superlative travel experi-
ence for flyers through
SpiceClub, the first fre-
quent flyer program by a
low cost carrier in India.

Through this collabora-
tion, the two brands hope
to capitalize on the resur-
gent demand for travel fol-
lowing two years of stag-
nation caused by the pan-
demic. Further, with the
shared goal of expanding
their reach to Tier 2 &3
cities and other synergies,

the brandsare committed
to serving a much larger
populace.

Ajay Singh, Chairman
and Managing Director,
SpiceJet, said, “I am de-
lighted to announce the
launch of the SpiceJet-
Axis Bank co-branded
Credit Card. This card will
make every customer jour-
ney an even more reward-
ing one. We are the pio-
neers of the frequent flyer

program for budget air-
lines in the country and
this partnership with Axis
Bank significantly
strengthens the value of-
fering of SpiceClub. Our
association with Axis
Bank – founded on the
shared vision to offer un-
paralleled customer expe-
rience – is yet another in-
novative step towards cre-
ating a world class travel
experience. I hope to see

our customers enjoying
the benefits of this re-
warding collaboration as
much as they love to fly
with us.” Commenting on
the occasion, Amitabh
Chaudhry, Managing
Director & CEO, Axis
Bank said, “We are de-
lighted to partner with
SpiceJet, a brand that
shares our vision of ex-
pansive reach and un-
matched services.

Spice Jet and Axis Bank launch co-branded credit card

Gaydon, May 13: 

The New Range Rover
Sport has made its glob-
al premiere with a dra-
matic world-first climb
up a flooded dam spill-
way in Iceland. The epic
ascent saw New Range
Rover Sport resist the
surging torrent of water
flowing down the ramp
of the Karahnjukar
Dam – the biggest of its
kind in the world – at a
rate of 750 tonnes per
minute. A loss of trac-
tion risked plunging
down the perilous 90
metre drop at the base of
the spillway to the val-
ley floor below.

The third generation
of Land Rover’s luxury
performance SUV is the
most desirable, techno-
logically advanced and
capable yet, mixing an
imposing road presence
with instinctive driving
responses using the

most advanced combina-
tion of chassis technolo-
gies ever fitted to a Land
Rover. The successful
spillway ascent was
screened for the first
time at an exclusive
launch event at Jaguar
Land Rover’s Advanced
Product Creation Centre
in Gaydon, UK. Official
James Bond stunt driver
Jessica Hawkins was be-

hind the wheel as the
New Range Rover Sport
demonstrated its grip,
traction, performance
and composure, com-
pleting the latest in a se-
ries of challenges for
Land Rover’s luxury
performance SUV.
Previous feats include a
record-setting hill-climb
at Pikes Peak, a first
recorded crossing of the

‘Empty Quarter’ desert
in the Arabian
Peninsula and a first as-
cent of the 999 steps to
Heaven’s Gate in China,
in 2018.

Nick Collins,
Executive Director
Vehicle Programmes,
Jaguar Land Rover, said:
“Land Rover’s pioneer-
ing MLA-Flex architec-
ture and the latest chas-
sis systems come togeth-
er to deliver the highest
levels of dynamism
we’ve ever seen on
Range Rover Sport.
Integrated Chassis
Control governs the
comprehensive suite of
innovations, co-ordinat-
ing everything from the
latest switchable-vol-
ume air suspension sys-
tem to our Dynamic
Response Pro electronic
active roll control. The
result is the most engag-
ing and thrilling Range
Rover Sport ever.”

New Range Rover Sport revealed with Epic Spillway Climb 

Mumbai, May 13:  

The country’s largest
lender SBI on Friday re-
ported a 41.28 per cent rise
in standalone profit after
tax at Rs 9,114 crore for the
quarter ended March 2022,
driven by healthy interest
income and better asset
quality. Its standalone
profit after tax (PAT) stood
at Rs 6,451 crore in the
fourth quarter of the pre-
vious fiscal. For the full
year ended March 31, 2022,
PAT grew by 55.19 per cent
to Rs 31,676 crore as
against Rs 20,410 crore in
FY21. “The bank has been
able to deliver reasonably
good outcomes in busi-
ness, profitability and
asset quality parameters.
We have also created suffi-
cient contingency provi-
sions against restructured
books to insulate our bal-

ance sheet from any future
shocks,” State Bank of
India (SBI) Chairman
Dinesh Khara told re-
porters. “I am quite opti-
mistic and confident of
improving our perform-
ance going forward,” he
added. The net interest in-
come (NII) increased by
15.26 per cent to Rs 31,198
crore in Q4 FY22 from Rs
27,067 crore in the year-ago
period. Domestic net inter-
est margin (NIM) in-
creased by 29 bps year-on-
year at 3.40 per cent in Q4
FY22, from 3.11 per cent in
the same quarter of the
previous fiscal. The asset
quality of the bank saw
improvement, with gross
non-performing assets
(GNPAs) declining to 3.97
per cent from 4.98 per cent.
Net NPAs fell to 1.02 per
cent from 1.50 per cent in
the fourth quarter of

FY21. Slippage ratio for
the fourth quarter stood at
0.43 per cent. Khara said
the bank has made ade-
quate provisions for ac-
counts where it is seeing
any kind of stress and
does not expect any sur-
prises coming from NPAs.
“Of late, we have seen
more responsible borrow-
ings and that is why we are
hopeful that we would not
have much challenge as
far as NPAs are con-
cerned. We are seeing a sit-
uation where people have
started repaying as per
their original repayment
schedule,” he noted. Asked
about the bank’s exposure
to Future Group and Srei
Group, Khara said both
the accounts are being
fully provided for. Fresh
slippages during the quar-
ter were to the tune of Rs
2,845 crore.

SBI Q4 net up 41 pc to Rs 9,114 cr on
higher NII growth, drop in bad loans

New Delhi, May 13: 

India’s headline infla-
tion galloped for a seventh
straight month to touch an
8-year high of 7.79 per cent
in April on rising food and
fuel prices, raising the
odds of an interest rate
hike by the RBI early next
month to tame prices.
With factory output meas-
ured in terms of the Index
of Industrial Production
(IIP) remaining subdued
at 1.9 per cent in March,
some economists feel that
another interest rate hike
on the heels of a 40 basis
points increase last week
may slow economic
growth.

Retail inflation (CPI) in
April soared to a 95-month
high on the back of a
surge in prices across all
major commodity groups.
It was way back in May

2014 that CPI inflation was
at 8.3 per cent. Led by cere-
als and products (21
months high), vegetables
(17 months high), and
spices (17 months high),
consumer food price infla-
tion jumped to 8.38 per
cent (17 months high), ac-
cording to data released by
National Statistical Office
(NSO) on Thursday. The
second-round impact of
higher fuel prices has
started reflecting on other
goods and services also.

Core inflation, which
has remained at more
than 5 per cent for 24 con-
secutive months, in April
also touched 95-month
high at 6.97 per cent.
“Given these trends, the
RBI may consider increas-
ing the policy rate further
by 50 basis points or more
in one or two steps,” said D
K Srivastava, Chief Policy

Advisory, EY India. “With
higher rates, investment
and growth may be ad-
versely affected.” WPI in-
flation has tended to be
even higher than the CPI
inflation in recent months.
It was at 14.5 per cent in
March. India Ratings ex-
pected monetary tighten-
ing to continue and in-
crease in repo rates by 60-
75 bps and cash reserve
ratio by 50 bps in FY23.
RBI had last week raised
CRR by 50 bps. IIP growth
of 1.9 per cent year-on-
year in March was a five-
month high and compared
with 1.5 per cent in the pre-
vious month, according to
official data released
Thursday. Electricity pro-
duction recorded the
sharpest increase, as it
rose 6.1 per cent while
mining activity slowed
slightly to 4 per cent.

Inflation surges to 8-yr high,
interest rate hike may be on cards

New Delhi, May 13:

Prices of home appli-
ances and consumer elec-
tronics, including TV,
washing machines, and re-
frigerators, are expected to
go up by 3 to 5 per cent
from May end or the first
week of June as manufac-
turers pass on the impact
of rising input costs to
buyers, according to in-
dustry players. Moreover,
the depreciating Indian

rupee against the US dol-
lar has put further woes
on manufacturers as im-
ported components have
become costlier, with the
industry largely being de-
pendent on imports for
key components. Adding
to the challenges, there
has been shortage of parts
triggered by piling up of
containers at Shanghai
port due to strict lockdown
in the city following the
surge in COVID-19 cases.

Consumer durables 
to see 3-5 pc price hikes 

New Delhi, May 13: 

The government has
fixed the issue price of LIC
shares at Rs 949 apiece, the
upper end of the IPO price
band, ahead of the listing of
the country’s largest insur-
er on May 17. However, LIC
policyholders and retail in-
vestors have got the shares
at a price of Rs 889 and Rs
904 a piece, respectively. The
Initial Public Offering (IPO)
of Life Insurance
Corporation (LIC) closed on
May 9 and shares were allo-
cated to bidders on May 12.
The government sold over
22.13 crore shares or 3.5 per
cent stake in LIC through
the IPO at a price band of
Rs 902-949 a share. The re-
tail investors and eligible
employees of LIC were of-
fered a discount of Rs 45 per
equity share over the issue
price, while policyholders

got a discount of Rs 60 per
share. As per the prospec-
tus filed by LIC on May 12,
the offer price of the share
sale has been fixed at Rs 949
per equity share. Shares
were allocated to policy-
holders and retail investors
after applying the discount
applicable to them. The
share sale fetched the gov-
ernment around Rs 20,557
crore. The LIC IPO —
India’s largest to date —
closed with nearly 3 times
subscription, predominate-
ly lapped up by retail and
institutional buyers, but
foreign investor participa-
tion remained muted. So
far, the amount mobilised
from the IPO of Paytm in
2021 was the largest ever at
Rs 18,300 crore, followed by
Coal India (2010) at nearly
Rs 15,500 crore and Reliance
Power (2008) at Rs 11,700
crore.

Govt fixes LIC issue price 
at Rs 949 a share; policyholders,

retail investors get discount



ACROSS

1. Hit-or-____

5. Wanderer

10. Film legend ____ Hayworth

14. Feed the kitty

15. Marry clandestinely

16. Genesis locale

17. Malicious

18. Rips

19. Dryer outlet

20. Pointer

22. Cut off

23. Devours

24. Hi-fi system

26. Fox’s home

28. Over

31. Underwrite

35. Make lace

38. Slept through winter

40. Beat it!

43. Likewise not

44. Informal speech

45. Attractive in a snapshot

48. Gardening tool

49. Decide

50. Bread ingredient

53. Snaky fishes

55. Having rows

59. Toward the floor

62. Imitator

65. Trap

66. Secondhand

67. Tuckered out

69. Summer coolers

70. ____ Macpherson

71. Silly

72. Shaving cut

73. Related

74. Homes for birds

75. Little children

DOWN

1. Mothers
2. Sluggish
3. Fixed gaze
4. Madrid matron
5. Fisherman’s tool
6. Bullring shouts
7. Lament
8. Fourth month
9. Hopelessness
10. About-face
11. Mental image
12. Camping need
13. Colony insects
21. Spider’s home
25. Impressed utterance
27. Country lodgings
29. Grape plant
30. Dark wood

32. Provo’s state
33. Nevada resort
34. Rim
35. Recipe measures (abbr.)
36. Feel bad
37. Jog
39. New York’s canal
41. Was present at
42. Beauty mark
46. Molded dessert
47. Puma, e.g.
51. Family mem.
52. Renter
54. Backbone
56. AM-FM ____
57. Upright
58. Students’ tables
59. Song for two
60. Norwegian capital
61. Water source
63. Epochs
64. Lease
68. ____ Moines, Iowa
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There is something in the air today pushing

you toward change or renewal, Aquarius. Is

it time to change your wardrobe or redeco-

rate your home? If so, this is the day. If you

have monetary restrictions, you’ll find it just

as fulfilling (and a whole lot cheaper) to

simply rid your home of all the things that

just aren’t “you” anymore. Surround your-

self with the things you love.

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

The good news is it can only get better. For

today, however, there may be some trying times

in store, Pisces. If you’re a parent, the children

will beg for something every five minutes. At

work, you’ll feel pressure from all sides. Not

even your love life is immune from the doubt

that seems to hover over you. No compromise is

possible today. Just sit tight and know that

calmer days are coming.

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

Today is the day to rethink all those social val-

ues that you take at face value, Aries. Like the

rest of us, you learned them at a young age

and unthinkingly accepted them. Established

concepts of propriety are especially deserv-

ing of consideration. After hearing for years

about all those things that â€œjust aren’t

done,” isn’t it refreshing to think that maybe

they should be done after all?

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

Today is an ideal day to shop for a new

wardrobe, Taurus. You may find your usual

style either too conventional or uncomfort-

ably trendy. Often when you’re out shop-

ping, you’ll reject an item you really like for

fear that it’s too suggestive or old fashioned.

Perhaps you should listen to your own judg-

ment for a change instead of being so con-

cerned with what other people might think.

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

The topic of the day is knowledge and
learning, Gemini. Did you study the field
you dreamed of? Do you feel ashamed of
not having attended such-and-such a
school or program? If those sorts of issues
are uppermost on your mind, remember
that your creativity has little to do with the
degrees you hold and everything to do with
how you use your skills and knowledge to
better the world.

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

An important aspect has passed, and you are

in the process of reaping the benefit from it,

Cancer. It was only a matter of becoming

aware of and settling certain matters related

to your need for social recognition. Don’t be so

hungry for approval, Cancer. Most people con-

tain a stern inner authority figure and can sur-

vive comfortably and self-sufficiently. In fact,

it’s your greatest strength.

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

You may feel hemmed in by the role mod-
els that society currently offers, Leo. As
you struggle to find your own definition of
the truly modern human being, the people
around you sometimes criticize your liber-
ated attitude. Just because their ideas
aren’t in sync with yours in no way invali-
dates them. If your ideas are a tad too rad-
ical, theirs are too conventional. There’s
room for both points of view.

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Today’s aspects are suggesting that
you take a good hard look at the state
of your ego, Virgo. Are you too proud or
too humble? Buddhists say that the
path to spiritual fulfillment lies in
knowing how to build a healthy ego
while at the same time developing a
part of oneself completely foreign to
the ego. Are you working hard at this?

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

A small crisis is still a crisis, isn’t it, Libra?
Expect one in your personal life today. Since
you aren’t one to let issues go unresolved,
you won’t be able to put off dealing with
your problems any longer. Questions
abound. Are work and responsibilities
shared equally with your partner? Are you
both making an equal effort to maintain
relationship harmony? Asking the questions
is the first step to answering them.

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

Something has to change, Scorpio. You knew it

as soon as you woke up this morning. Your mir-

ror provides the impetus for some important

resolutions. Is it time to begin a diet, make a

commitment to exercise more, or strengthen

your resolve to quit smoking? Anything you do

to improve your health will make you feel bet-

ter about yourself. Buy some new clothes or

get a haircut! Other people will notice, too!

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

The only good thing about being on an emo-
tional roller coaster is that you never feel the
same way for long, Sagittarius. One moment
you’re up, the next you’re down. You can’t fig-
ure out what it is you want today. Rather than
bring your loved ones along on this wild ride,
why not take some time away from your usual
environment? You’ll be a lot better off alone.
Who knows? Something important may come
out of these moments of solitude!

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

You might want to check your alarm clock to
be sure it really woke you up this morning,
Capricorn. Your tendency will be to stay in the
cocoon of your own little dream world, deep in
your own thoughts. Obsessive thoughts, in
particular, will try and drown out some more
pressing issues from the past that really need
to be dealt with once and for all. “Ring, ring!”
It’s time to wake up!

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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Mihani

hails 
nurses as

true heroes
of health

care 

R evolving around the
unique bond of friend-

ship between Jagannath
(Rajendra Gupta) and Purvi
(Ismeet Kohli), the on-going
track has piqued the interest
of the audience with its high
octane drama arising from
Alok betraying Jagannath’s
trust by mortgaging the ances-
tral house without his consent
to Purvi being pregnant.
Things have definitely got
complicated in Jagannath’s
life. It is rightly said, ‘if there
is a will there is a way’, and
proving the same will be the
distorted Jagannath who will

try to turn things around and
deal with both the situations
with a calm and positive out-
look. In the upcoming
episodes, the viewers will see
Jagannath Mishra walking
that extra mile to make sure
Purvi has all the support she
needs and motivates her to not
lose hope especially at a criti-
cal time like this. In such a
scenario, it will be interesting
to see how Jagannath deals
with the storms life has
thrown his way. Tune into
Jagannath aur Purvi Ki
Dosti Anokhi at 9:30 P.M.
every Monday to Friday

‘Life comes with

a reset button'

S he is a super star
who is epitome of

grace, she is an iconic
dancing diva, she’s the
official Dhak Dhak Girl,
she’s 101% Shuddh en-
tertainer, she’s Madhuri
Dixit! The supremely tal-

ented actor has given us
many super hit movies
and continues to enter-
tain the masses till date.
Celebrating the actress’
birthday with an infec-
tious smile, Zee
Bollywood - 101%

Shuddh Bollywood chan-
nel will have a day-long
movie festival called
‘Dhak Dhak Day’. The
channel is bringing ek,
do, teen, chaar, paanch…
blockbuster films in this
special movie marathon
dedicated to the actress.
Get set to watch some of
her greatest films only
on Zee Bollywood on
15th May. The movie
marathon will kickstart
with the mass entertain-
er ‘Dil,’ on 15th May at
7:30am, one of the only
two films to have posed
Aamir Khan and
Madhuri Dixit together
in a film. The film set
great precedence for

love stories at the time
with the sizzling chem-
istry between Raja and
Madhu, a treat for all
Bollywood lovers out
there! Next in line at
11:00 am, we have the ro-
mantic film ‘Aarzoo’ that
also features Akshay
Kumar and Saif Ali
Khan. The film is about
a love triangle between
Pooja, Amar and Vijay
and how their life gets
intertwined with an un-
fortunate turn of events.
This 90s movie is the ul-
timate family entertain-
er laced with the perfect
dose of drama, romance
and action, bound to
make your Sunday an

absolute entertainment
rollercoaster. Talking of
Bollywood, dance and
Madhuri and not men-
tioning the iconic song
‘Dhak Dhak Karne
Laga’ is an absolute sin!
So, you guessed it right.
Next up in the movie bo-
nanza, we have ‘Beta’ at
1:00pm, which also
showcases delightful
performances from Anil
Kapoor and Aruna
Irani.

Join Zee Bollywood
in the celebration and
catch Madhuri’s 101%
shuddh entertainment
performances with
special Marathon on
15th May.

Zee Bollywood to celebrate 
‘Dhak Dhak Day’on May 15

S anjay Dutt, who is known for
his personal charisma and

physique, has yet again impressed
with his performance in 'KGF:
Chapter 2'. The actor's 'never give
up' attitude was seen when he was
shooting for the blockbuster Yash-
starrer after he had just pushed
back cancer. And he nailed the vil-
lainous character of Adheera
with his stellar performance.

The actor has now taken to his
social media handle and shared
an intense workout picture, which
shows his dedication as he lifts
heavy chains in the gym. His mes-
sage for his followers: "Nobody
cares about your story till you

win, so WIN!" He should know
this better than most, for he has
set many examples with his tri-
umphs over difficult life situa-
tions in the past.

Sanjay Dutt has some exciting
projects coming up, such as the pe-
riod drama 'Shamshera' (with
Ranbir Kapoor), 'Ghudchadi'
(with Raveena Tandon) and
'Prithiviraj', where he plays the
blind uncle of Prithviraj
Chauhan, essayed by Akshay
Kumar. Apart from these upcom-
ing films, he has signed up for
some more interesting projects,
which will be officially an-
nounced soon.

Sanjay Dutt's mantra:
Nobody cares about your
story till you win, so win! 

OO n the occasion of International

Nurses Day, actress Muskaan

Mihani, who rose to fame with her per-

formance as Dr Sapna in 'Dill Mill Gayye',

has urged people to acknowledge the job

of a nurse in society. She says: "It's impor-

tant for us to acknowledge that the pro-

fession of nurse has expanded and they

are now researchers, health policy advo-

cates and educators, and have advanced

their careers to decipher the role far more

than it had been at inception." "The work

of nursing to consistently influence nurs-

ing concepts not only includes caring for

the sick and the public, but being advo-

cates for wellbeing and impacting positive

patient outcomes." The actress who also

acted in shows like 'Jugni Chali Jalandhar'

and 'Ring Wrong Ring', feels nurses are

the true heroes today.

She continues: "Today, nurses are hailed

as the true heroes of health care, often

placing their own comforts after the

needs of patients they care for day in and

day out." "The definition and roles of

nurses are now sophisticated and can only

be explained through experience, obser-

vation and people's perceptions. And I'm

lucky to learn nursing while enacting a

character of a doctor in turn. And in fact

till date those basic learnings are helping

me." Muskaan also featured in Bollywood

movie 'Heyy Babyy'.

Sony Entertainment Television’s
slice of life drama ‘Jagannath Aur
Purvi Ki Dosti Anokhi’ has tugged
the hearts of the audience with its
endearing narrative that gives a
fresh perspective on relationships.

A ctress Radhika Madan, who's known
for her performance in the Irrfan

Khan-starrer 'Angrezi Medium', has begun
the shoot of her fifth film of 2022 where she
stars opposite Akshay Kumar. Of late, the
actress has been on a work spree as she has
already shot for four projects namely,
'Kacchey Limbu', Homi Adajania's 'SBC',
'Kuttey' and 'Sanna'. Her fifth film has start-
ed with principal photography in Wai town
of Maharashtra.

Recently, Radhika took to her Instagram
account where she shared a video of her
road trip to Wai where she would kickstart
her shoot for the untitled film with Akshay.
The actress would first shoot in Wai and
then in Bhor for the first month long sched-
ule.

Earlier, the actress created a buzz on the
Internet with the announcement video for
her upcoming film where she was seen com-
memorating the auspicious start of the film
by breaking a coconut.

Radhika Madan starts her
fifth film of the year 

with Akshay Kumar in Wai 
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PPuunnee,,  MMaayy  1133  ((PPTTII)):: Struggling
after four straight losses,
Sunrisers Hyderabad will need
to sort their bowling woes
when they take on an inconsis-
tent Kolkata Knight Riders as
both the teams look to stay
afloat in the IPL play-off race
here on Saturday. A series of
losses after a five-match win-
ning streak has dropped SRH
to the sixth spot with 10 points
and they would need to win all
the remaining three games to
salvage any hopes of making it
to the play-offs. With 10
points, KKR, however, are on
the brink of elimination.
Shreyas Iyer’s men have just
two more matches to go and
wins in both will only take
them to 14 points, which might
not be enough with Rajasthan
Royals and Royal Challengers
Bangalore already sitting pret-
ty in the top four with 14
points from 12 games. One of

the main reasons behind SRH’s
awful run in the last few
games is injuries to frontline
bowlers — Washington Sundar
and T Natarajan — and the
sudden loss of form of speed-
ster Umran Malik. It culminat-
ed in SRH conceding more
than 190 plus runs in each of
the last four games. While
Sundar had injured his bowling
hand again, death over spe-
cialist Natarajan had picked up
a niggle. But coach Tom
Moody was hopeful of the
duo’s return against KKR.
Malik, who looked fast and
furious in the earlier games
clocking 150kmph consistent-
ly, has gone wicketless and
conceded too many runs in the
last few games and his form
will be key for SRH. Fazalhaq
Farooqi and Karthik Tyagi were
taken to cleaners by RCB in
their last game, further adding
to SRH’s problems. In batting,

SRH have the quality but skip-
per Kane Williamson will have
to take more responsibility as
he has just one fifty to show
this season. Although
Abhishek Sharma has given
them solid starts, the young-
ster has not been able to
anchor the innings. Rahul
Tripathi, Nicholas Pooran and
Aiden Markram too have been
among runs but SRH batters
will need assistance from their
bowlers, who will have to
ensure that they limit their
opposition to reasonable
totals. KKR, on the other hand,
are paying the price for mak-
ing constant changes to their
playing XI and are now staring
at elimination after losing
seven of their 12 games. KKR,
however, are coming into the
match after beating Mumbai
Indians in their last game and
they would look to end things
on a high. 

IPL 2022:
SRH face KKR in
battle of survival

Mumbai, May 13 (PTI):

Chennai Super Kings
head coach Stephen
Fleming termed the ab-
sence of DRS at the start
of their innings as “un-
lucky”, saying it led to a
chain of events that did-
n’t go in their favour in
the IPL match against
Mumbai Indians here.

The absence of
Decision Review System
due to a short-circuit at
the Wankhede Stadium
for 10 balls during the
start of the innings cost
CSK dearly as they be-
came victim of dubious
on-field umpiring calls.

While CSK opener
Devon Conway failed to
get his LBW decision
overturned after replays
suggested that the
Daniel Sams’ delivery
would have missed the
leg-stump by a distance,
Robin Uthappa too got
out LBW to Jasprit
Bumrah in the next over,
in what looked like a 50-
50 call. “It was a little bit
unlucky that it happened

at that time,” Fleming
said about the absence of
DRS at the post-match
press conference.

“We were a little disap-
pointed, but that’s still
part of the game, isn’t it?
It sort of set off a chain
of events that were not
in our favour, but we
should be better than
that. It certainly wasn’t a
great start.”

The five-wicket loss to
MI on Thursday ended
CSK’s IPL campaign this
year with two matches
remaining. Although
disappointed, Fleming
now wants to look at the
positives. “There were
really some positive

signs. The new ball bowl-
ing of Mukesh
(Chaudhary) and
Simarjeet (Singh) was
outstanding. We have
been developing Mukesh
all throughout the sea-
son so it’s good for him
to be confident of bowl-
ing a spell like that.

“They have made
some gains so that’s a
positive with Deepak
Chahar coming back
into the side, we have
some good new ball op-
tions. We are really posi-
tive about the pairing
going forward,” he said.

“We haven’t been as
good as we need to be, we
are trying to find some
pieces as we move for-
ward.” Out of the play-
off race, CSK will now
test their bench strength
in the remaining games.

“Now that we are out
of the competition, we
have got the opportunity
to play some other guys
in the last 2 games and
hopefully find something
there as well,” the coach
said.

Absence of DRS 
was unlucky: Fleming

Rome, May 13 (AP):

With just 10 days to go
before the French Open,
Rafael Nadal is struggling
with an injury again.
Nadal was hampered by a
foot problem toward the
end of a 1-6 7-5 6-2 third-
round loss to Denis
Shapovalov at the Italian
Open on Thursday.

At one point, the 35-year-
old Nadal walked over and

leaned on his towel box
and grimaced in apparent
pain. He also limped be-
tween points. Nadal
missed a large portion of
last year with a left foot in-
jury. “I hurt my foot again
with a lot of pain,” Nadal
said. “I’m a player living
with an injury. It’s nothing
new. It’s something that is
there, unfortunately. Day
by day is difficult.” It was a
worrisome scene for Nadal

especially with the French
Open starting on May 22.
“What can happen in the
next couple of days, I don’t
know,” said Nadal, who
has won Roland Garros a
record 13 times. “What can
happen in one week, I real-
ly don’t know now.” Nadal
returned to the tour last
week following a rib stress
fracture that kept him out
for six weeks after a blis-
tering start to the year that
included his record 21st
Grand Slam title at the
Australian Open. “It’s dif-
ficult for me to accept the
situation sometimes,”
Nadal said. “Can be frus-
trating that a lot of days I
can’t practice the proper
way.” Nadal was also beat-
en by 19-year-old Carlos
Alcaraz in the quarterfi-
nals of last week’s Madrid
Open. Nadal double-fault-
ed twice then missed a
backhand long to hand
Shapovalov a break of his
serve and the second set.
Shapovalov then took com-
plete control when he won
14 straight points late in
the third.

“Definitely tough to see
him in pain there at the
end,” said Shapovalov,
who will face Casper Ruud
in the quarterfinals. “I
never want to see that, es-
pecially with a great leg-
end like Rafa. ... He brings
so much to our sport.
Hopefully he’s fit and
ready to go for the
French.” Nadal, who has
won the Italian Open a
record 10 times, said his
foot started hurting mid-
way through the second
set, adding: “Then (it) was-
n’t playable for me.”

Nadal struggles with foot
injury in Italian Open loss

Mumbai, May 13 (PTI):

Chennai Super Kings
are out of reckoning for
the IPL play-offs after los-
ing to Mumbai Indians on
Thursday, but captain
Mahendra Singh Dhoni
hinted that his side will
come back stronger next
season with more fast
bowlers in their arsenal.
MI beat CSK by five wick-
ets in a low-scoring match
to send the Dhoni-led side
out of reckoning for a
play-off berth. MI chased
down a target of 98 with 31
balls to spare.

“The fast bowlers, to
have both of them
(Mukesh Choudhary and
Simarjeet Singh) bowling
really well is a big positive.
Not to forget we’ll have
two more fast bowlers
coming in to the next sea-
son and we have a few

more up our sleeves. We
just want to give them
ample time to prepare for
what the IPL holds for
them,” Dhoni said at the
post-match presentation.

“So we have a few posi-
tives that we’ll take into
the next season but what is
important is that whatever
gaps are there, to try to fill
in those gaps so that leak-
ages don’t happen.” The
former India captain was
happy that the IPL has
seen the rise of many fast
bowlers.

“It’s good to have them.
We have gone through a
period where we never
had extraordinary bench
strength with fast bowlers.
Also what happens is fast
bowlers, they take their
time to mature. If you’re
lucky, you get somebody
who in six months’ time
can feature in all the dif-

ferent formats, whether
Test cricket, one-day or
T20. I feel that’s what IPL
is doing.

“It’s an opportunity for
them and a lot of them be-
come slightly more bold
and a bit more courageous
which is important in a
format like this. They
want to take the opposi-
tion head on and that has
been the difference.

“You see a few who are
not those types, who shy

away initially but
as they play more

games, they get
more and more confi-

dent and are able to exe-
cute their plans better.” He
said irrespective of the na-
ture of the wicket, any-
thing below 130 was diffi-
cult to defend. “I asked the
bowlers to show a lot of
character, put the opposi-
tion under pressure and

forget about the result. I
feel both the young fast
bowlers bowled really
well. As far as their contri-
bution is concerned, I feel
a game like this really
helps them. “It’s some-
thing that they start be-
lieving in themselves.
Whenever we start, we
need the same kind of atti-
tude and that’s what is
needed in the shortest for-
mat.” During the CSK in-
nings, Dhoni ran out of
partners, leaving him
stranded at 36.

Asked what he said to
his batters, Dhoni stated,
“What was important is
that when you’re batting
under that kind of pres-
sure, it’s the first few deliv-
eries that are important. I
said to be themselves. If
they want to hit the first
delivery, then go for it. It’s
a chance for survival.

CSK’s fast bowling stock will be strengthened next season, hints Dhoni

Bengaluru, May 13
(PTI): The Indian men’s
hockey team was on
Friday dealt a big blow as
captain Rupinder Pal
Singh was ruled of the
upcoming men’s Asia
Cup hockey tournament
due to a wrist injury. Ace
drag-flicker Rupinder,
who came out of retire-
ment , injured his wrist
during a training session,
according to Hockey
India. Birendra Lakra,
who was named
Rupinder’s deputy, will
lead the Indian side while
striker SV Sunil will now
be the vice captain of the
20-member squad.
Rupinder has been re-
placed in the team by
Nilam Sanjeep Xess. The
Asia Cup kick starts on
May 23 in Jakarta. India
are the defending cham-
pions in the tournament.

“It is unfortunate that
Rupinder has picked up
an injury during the
training session and will
not be a part of the Hero
Asia Cup. Both Birendra
and Sunil are vastly expe-
rienced and have been
part of the leadership
group for many
years now,” coach
BJ Kariappa
said. “While we
w i l l
m i s s

Rupinder,
we have

plenty of op-
tions available
in the pool.

Wrist injury forces
Rupinder out of Asia Cup,

Lakra to lead India

Wellington, May 13 (AP):

All-rounder Jimmy
Neesham has been omit-
ted from New Zealand
Cricket’s list of contract-
ed players for the first
time in three years, mak-
ing way for the
Wellington off-spin all-
rounder Michael
Bracewell.

The 31-year-old
Neesham has played 12
Tests, 66 One-Day
Internationals and 38
Twenty20 Internationals
and batted with Martin
Guptill in the super over
which settled the 2019
World Cup final against
England. Neesham
missed New Zealand’s
One-Day series against
the Netherlands and re-

cently has been permitted
by New Zealand Cricket
to concentrate on his in-
volvement in the Indian
Premier League.

Bracewell made his
ODI debut against the
Netherlands in March
and recently was includ-
ed in the New Zealand
test team to tour Britain.
He is included for the first
time on the list of 20 con-
tracted players released
by New Zealand Cricket
on Friday.

Spinner Ajaz Patel, who
took 10 wickets in an in-
nings against India in
December to become only
the third player to do so
in a test, returns to the
list after being omitted
last season. “Finalising
the list seems to get

tougher by the year,”
head coach Gary Stead
said. “The busy interna-
tional calendar means
we’re calling on a wider
base of talent these days
and the likes of Michael
Bracewell is testament to
the depth of that talent.

“Michael’s been consis-
tently performing on the
domestic circuit for sea-
sons now and we certain-
ly see him as an interna-
tional prospect in all
three formats.

“It’s great to see Ajaz
back on the list after nar-
rowly missing out last
season. His value as our
leading red-ball spinner
is clear and we’re excited
to see the role he could
play in the Test team
going forward.”

Bracewell, Patel among New
Zealand’s contracted players

MMeellbboouurrnnee,,  MMaayy  1133  ((PPTTII))::
Kolkata Knight Riders pace
spearhead Pat Cummins will no
longer take part in the remainder
of the IPL as he is set to leave for
home early to recover from a
minor hip injury, according to a
report. A report in cricket.com.au
said that the Australian Test cap-
tain, who was roped in by KKR for
Rs 7.25 crore, is returning to
Sydney for his rehabilitation
ahead of the national team’s tour
of Sri Lanka next month. 

The report adds that Cummins’
recovery is expected to take a
fortnight. Besides leading the Test
side, Cummins is also a vital
member of the ODI and T20 teams
as Australia is set to embark on a
hectic 18-month-long cricket cal-
endar. The Sri Lanka tour will be
followed by Australia’s T20 World
Cup title defence at home, a
five-Test home summer, a Test
tour of India and an away Ashes
campaign.

Cummins’ IPL stint over,
set to return home early 

New Delhi, May 13 (PTI):

The Indian men’s foot-
ball team will play an in-
ternational friendly
against higher-ranked
Zambia in Doha on May
25, the sport’s apex body
said on Friday.

The match is part of
India’s preparation for the
forthcoming AFC Asian
Cup Qualifiers Final
Round scheduled to be
held in Kolkata from June
8.

The Indian senior team
is ranked 106th in the FIFA
chart, 19 places below the
87th ranked African na-
tion.

“All India Football
Federation confirms a
friendly match for the
Blue Tigers against

Zambia in Doha on May
25,” the AIFF said in a re-
lease.

The match comes close
on the heels of the inter-
national friendlies in
March when India had
played against Bahrain
and Belarus in Bahrain.

The Blue Tigers have
been camping since April
23 — first in Bellary, and
then in Kolkata where the
national squad will also be
playing two more friendly
matches — one against a
combined All-Star XI from
the I-League and the other
with the Bengal Santosh
Trophy contingent.

The Blue Tigers have al-
ready played ATK Mohun
Bagan in another friendly
match on May 11, which
they lost 1-2.

India to play friendly match
against Zambia in Doha: AIFF



Internal strengthening first,
alliance talk later: Kharge

Udaipur, May 13 (PTI): 

The Congress on Friday
said it will discuss alliance
issues after strengthening
its own organisation and
unifying its cadres as no
partner will come if you
don't have any investment.

Ahead of the three-day
'Chintan Shivir' here, sen-
ior Congress leader
Mallikarjun Kharge said
the party will decide on al-
liances with those parties
that subscribe to its ideolo-
gy and are concerned over
the "attack" on democracy
and the Constitution and
want to save them.

Kharge said the Shivir
will usher in a clear mes-
sage that nationalism and
love for India is the core
philosophy of the
Congress. "This is a fight

between Indian
nationalists V/S
pseudo national-
ists. Those who
stand with the
principles of the
Indian National
Congress repre-
sent the Indian
way of life and
thought that has
sustained this
civilisation for
3000 years," "Not the fake
nationalism of BJP-RSS. It
is the Congress party that
adheres to the Indian path
of rejecting all extremes.
This Chintan Shivir will
usher in a clear message
that nationalism and love
for India is the core philos-
ophy of the Indian
National Congress,"
Kharge said. The political
challenge today for the

Congress is five-
fold, he said, and
asserted that the
party will come
up with a politi-
cal action plan
on rising to these
c h a l l e n g e s .
"First, we have to
retrieve our rich
legacy and her-
itage to inspire
the youth. We

need to redefine our ideolo-
gy to reassure our party
workers and supporters.
We have to reaffirm our
commitment to the
Constitution, of ensuring
liberty of thought, expres-
sion, belief, faith and wor-
ship, the federal structure,
the poorest and the most
oppressed in society. We
have to reclaim the Indian
way of life and what it

means to be an Indian,"
Kharge said.

"We need to reinvent our
politics to transform the
party, society and the na-
tion, including politics as a
form of social service, how
we connect to the people on
issues that matter to them,
how we raise funds from
the people, how we tackle
lies and distortions, and
how we can lead initiatives
that bring people together,"
Kharge said.

On the issue of alliances,
the Congress leader said
the party will formulate a
broad principle and will go
with those accepting the
principles. First we want to
set right our own house. We
want to make the Congress
people more active and
more powerful and then we
will go to others.

Microblogging platform Koo bets on
rapid user base growth to overtake

Twitter in India within one year
Kolkata, May 13 (PTI): 

Amid the buzz over
Elon Musk's proposed
takeover of Twitter,
India's homegrown mi-
croblogging platform
Koo is aiming at over-
taking it in the country
within a year in terms
of user base, which has
seen a rapid growth, a
senior company official
said.

Started in March 2020,
the social media plat-
form has witnessed 30
million downloads with
10 times growth in user
base in the last 12
months, and it is expect-

ing the number to cross
100 million by the end of
2022, Koo Co Founder
and CEO Aprameya
Radhakrishna told PTI.

The platform, which
is currently available in
India in 10 languages,
including English, has
operations in Nigeria,
and is looking at more
multilingual countries
like Indonesia as "prior-
ity" nations for overseas
expansion, he said.

It has already raised
USD 45 million and will
"revisit funding plans"
by the end of the 2022,
he said, adding, the com-
pany would be "ready to

explore different types
of monetisation" op-
tions in the next couple
of years.

"We have 7-8 million
active users every
month and are expect-
ing 100 million down-
loads by the end of 2022.

In India, we are larger
than Twitter in terms of
the non-English user
base, and our aim is to
capture the domestic
market and become the
largest microblogging
platform in the country.
We will do that in the
next 12 months,"
Radhakrishna told PTI
in an interview.

New Delhi, May 13 (PTI): 

India loses more people
in road accidents than in a
war, Union Minister
General (retd) V K Singh
said on Friday. Addressing
an event organised by in-
dustry body Assocham,
Singh said road safety is
the most important issue
which the government
needs to tackle.

"More than 1.35 lakh peo-
ple lose their lives due to
road accidents every
year...this number of peo-
ple whom we lose every
year (due to road acci-
dents), is worse than fight-
ing a war," the Union
Minister of State for Road

Transport and Highways
said. The minister lament-
ed that unfortunately, road
safety is considered some-
thing that comes once a
year. "We have road safety

week. We upgraded it to
road safety month," he
said, adding his view is
that it should be a 365-day
affair. "It's not confined to
one week, it is not confined

to a month because there is
so much at stake," Singh
emphasised. He also said
automobile makers should
come forward in the initia-
tive for reducing road
crashes.

There should be re-
search and innovation for
vehicles to have adequate
safety features for reducing
road accident fatalities,
added Singh. The minister
also noted that the govern-
ment has taken several
measures to reduce road fa-
talities, including improv-
ing road engineering and
delegating powers at the
lowest level to improve
roads and remove engi-
neering faults.

Patna, May 13 (PTI): 

The Patna High Court
on Friday directed the
Director General of Police
(DGP) Bihar to produce
Sahara chief Subrata Roy
physically before the court
at 10.30am on May 16 and
asked the Uttar Pradesh
Police chief and the Delhi
police commissioner to
cooperate in the matter.

The bench of Justice
Sandeep Kumar, while
hearing several anticipa-
tory bail applications
filed in cheating cases
committed by non-bank-
ing finance companies
(NBFCs), issued the
order after Roy failed to
turn up despite the
court's instruction for
his physical appearance.

Roy was expected to

appear before the court on
Thursday to explain how
he would return crores of
rupees of investors from
Bihar. Over 2,000 cases of
investors, including
lawyers, have been filed in
the Patna high court for
return of matured amount
accruing from deposits by
small investors.

Delhi HC seeks Aakar Patel’s reply on CBI’s
plea against order on withdrawal of LOC

New Delhi, May 13 (PTI): 

The Delhi High Court
Friday sought the re-
sponse of Amnesty
International India Board
chair Aakar Patel on a
plea by CBI challenging a
trial court's order direct-
ing the withdrawal of a
lookout circular issued
against him in connec-
tion with a case for al-
leged violation of the
Foreign Contribution
(Regulation) Act. Justice
Yogesh Khanna issued
notice to Patel on CBI's
petition and listed the
matter for May 18.

The CBI had told the
high court that it was not
against the relief granted
to Patel and its grievance
was directed towards the
reasoning adopted by the
trial court and apprehend-
ed that the same would be
used against it in other

cases. While CBI was rep-
resented through
Additional Solicitor
General S V Raju, advo-
cate Saud Khan appeared
on behalf of Patel.

In its petition, the CBI
has said that the trial
court returned a finding
that the investigating
agency can take recourse
to provisions of a LOC
once an accused has ab-
sconded and such a view is
plainly perverse .

In the plea, which has
assailed several other
legal findings for the trial
court, the CBI has argued
that the trial court as well
as the magisterial court,
completely misconstrued
the scope and purpose of
taking recourse to a
Lookout Circular (LOC)
notice. lt is submitted that
a Lookout circular notice
is a lessor form of coercive
action which an investi-

gating agency can take to
ensure that an accused is
available to face the
process of law. The order
of the ACMM (Additional
Chief Metropolitan
Magistrate) suggested that
a lessor coercive measure
like the opening of a LOC
should not be resorted to
without arresting an ac-
cused is completely
wrong, the petition stated.

The fact that even a
bank or a financial institu-
tion can take recourse to
this process of LOC even
without an FIR is suffi-
cient indication to suggest
that reasoning of the
courts below is completely
erroneous, it added. On
April 16, the sessions court
upheld an order passed by
the ACMM directing the
CBI to withdraw the look-
out circular against Patel,
saying the LOC is "bad in
law" and "cannot sustain".

Varanasi (UP), May 13 (PTI): 

The Gyanvapi mosque
management committee
may move the High Court
against the local court's
order over the videogra-
phy survey of the premis-
es that is expected to begin
on Saturday. A counsel for
the mosque panel said the
court's decision delivered
on Thursday is not final
and it may be challenged
in the High Court.

"We have four days to
challenge this order. We
can challenge the order in
the High Court after con-
sultation," advocate Abhay
Nath Yadav said. The
Varanasi court had on
Thursday rejected a plea
to replace the advocate
commissioner it had ap-
pointed for conducting the
videography survey of the
Gyanvapi-Shringar Gauri

complex here and ordered
the completion of the task
by May 17. The district
court also appointed two
more lawyers to help the
advocate commissioner
carry out the survey at the

mosque, which is located
close to the iconic Kashi
Vishwanath temple. When
asked about the hearing
on the plea challenging the
survey in the Supreme
Court earlier in the day,

the advocate said he does
not know much about it.
The Supreme Court on
Friday refused to grant an
interim order of status
quo on the survey. The top
court, however, agreed to
consider listing the plea of
a Muslim party against
the survey.

"As far as the Gyanvapi
mosque management com-
mittee is concerned, we
are contemplating to ap-
proach the High Court
against the previous day's
order of the Varanasi
court," its counsel said.
Advocate Madan Mohan
Yadav, who is appearing
for the Hindu side, said on
Friday said the survey
may start on Saturday.
"Today, the entire survey
team will hold consulta-
tion among themselves
and possibly start the work
from Saturday," he said.

ISRO successfully tests large human-rated
solid rocket booster for Gaganyaan mission

Bengaluru, May 13 (PTI): 

The Indian Space
Research Organisation on
Monday successfully com-
pleted the static test of a
human-rated solid rocket
booster (HS200) for the
Gaganyaan programme at
Satish Dhawan Space
Centre (SDSC) in
Sriharikota, Andhra
Pradesh. The HS200 is the
human-rated version of the
S200 rocket booster of satel-
lite launch vehicle GSLV
Mk III, popularly known as
LVM3, the Bengaluru-head-
quartered space agency
noted in a statement.

"The successful comple-
tion of this test marks a
major milestone for the
prestigious human space
flight mission of ISRO, the
Gaganyaan, as the first
stage of the launch vehicle
is tested for its perform-

ance for the full duration,"
it said. The event was wit-
nessed by ISRO Chairman
and Secretary in the
Department of Space, S
Somanath, and Director of
Vikram Sarabhai Space
Centre (VSSC) S
Unnikrishnan Nair along
with other ISRO scientists.

The design and develop-
ment of the HS200 booster
were completed at VSSC,
Thiruvananthapuram and
propellant casting was
completed at SDSC,
Sriharikota.

The S200 motor, which is
the first stage of the LVM3
launch vehicle intended for
launching a 4,000 kg class
satellite to the geosynchro-
nous transfer orbit, was
configured as a strap-on
rocket booster.

Based on the successful
launch pedigree of this
launch vehicle including

the Chandrayaan mission,
the LVM3 has been identi-
fied as the launcher for the
Gaganyaan mission. For
the manned space mission,
LVM3 launch vehicle un-
derwent improvements
stipulated by the require-
ments of human rating, it
was stated.

Accordingly, a host of de-
sign improvements aimed
at increasing the safety and
reliability of various sys-
tems were implemented in
the S200 booster like all
other systems. These in-
clude additional safety fea-
tures for motor case joints,
robust insulation and igni-
tion systems.

The control system used
in this booster employs one
of the world's most power-
ful electro-mechanical ac-
tuators with multiple re-
dundancies and safety fea-
tures, ISRO said. The sys-

tem is indigenously de-
signed and developed by
ISRO in participation with
various industries spread
across the country.

"Despite the restrictions
imposed by the pandemic,
ISRO could complete the
entire design, development,
realisation and testing
process within a short span
of two years," the state-
ment said.

The HS200 booster
loaded with 203 tonnes of
solid propellant was tested
for a duration of 135 sec-
onds. The 20-metre long
and 3.2 m diameter booster
is the world's second-
largest operational booster
with solid propellant, it
said. During the test, about
700 parameters were moni-
tored and the performance
of all the systems was nor-
mal, the space agency fur-
ther said.
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Pedestrians walk past a mural dedicated to migrant workers, near Howrah railway station in Kolkata, Friday.
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Gyanvapi mosque management may
move HC over Varanasi court order

Muslims leave after offering the Friday prayers, at Gyanvapi
Masjid in Varanasi, Friday.

Rishikesh, May 13 (PTI):
The Central Empowered
Committee has objected to
the Uttarakhand Forest
Department upgrading an
approximately nine-km
stretch of the Laldhang-
Chillarkhal road through
the buffer zone of Rajaji
Tiger Reserve without tak-
ing statutory clearances.

It had the permission of
the Pauri district adminis-
tration to repair just a
patch of the road but it up-
graded it in violation of a
Supreme Court order, the
CEC said.

Objecting to the upgra-
dation of the stretch, the
panel, looking into irregu-
larities in the Corbett and
Rajaji Tiger Reserves, said
the Pauri district magis-
trate had permitted to re-
pair just a patch of the
Laldhang-Chillarkhal
road which is in the buffer
zone of Rajaji Tiger
Reserve.

Man arrested for cheating
over 100 women on pretext

of marriage
New Delhi, May 13 (PTI): 

A 35-year-old man was
arrested for allegedly dup-
ing over 100 women from
across the country of sev-
eral lakh rupees on the
pretext of marriage, po-
lice said on Friday.

Farhan Taseer Khan,
currently residing in
Odisha's Keonjhar dis-
trict, was arrested from
Paharganj in central
Delhi based on the com-
plaint filed by a woman
doctor working at the All
India Institute of Medical
Sciences (AIIMS) here in
March.

In her complaint, the
doctor alleged that she
met Khan on a matrimoni-
al site, where he intro-
duced himself as a bache-
lor and an orphan. He con-

vinced her that he had
studied engineering and
MBA, and that he was
running a business. On
the pretext of marrying
her and that he needed
money to expand his busi-
ness, Khan allegedly bor-
rowed Rs 15 lakh from the
doctor over a period of
time, a senior police offi-
cer said.

During investigation,
the police found that Khan
had created many IDs on
the matrimonial portal
through which he had be-
friended several women
from Uttar Pradesh, Bihar,
West Bengal, Gujarat,
Delhi, Punjab, Mumbai,
Odisha and Karnataka
among other states,
Deputy Commissioner of
Police (south) Benita
Mary Jaiker said.

Patna High Court directs DGP to 
produce Sahara chief Subrata 

Roy before it on May 16

SC-appointed panel
objects to upgrading road 

through Rajai Reserve

More lives lost in road accidents
than in war, says VK Singh

Union Minister of State for Road Transport & Highways General
Vijay Kumar Singh (retd) addresses the 6th Road Safety
Conference on Safer & Sustainable Mobility with Innovations &
Technology organised by ASSOCHAM, in New Delhi, Friday.
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Kerala rains
NNeeww  DDeellhhii::  Southwest
monsoon, considered the
lifeline of India’s agri-
based economy, is likely
to bring first showers to
Kerala by May 27, earlier
than the normal onset
date, the weather office
announced on Friday. The
normal onset date for
monsoon over Kerala is
June 1. This year, the
onset of southwest mon-
soon over Kerala is likely
to be earlier than the nor-
mal date of onset.

Mohali explosion
CChhaannddiiggaarrhh:: The Punjab
Police has arrested five
people in connection with
the RPG attack at its
Mohali office and pointed
at the nexus of militant
outfit Babbar Khalsa
International and
Pakistan’s spy agency ISI.
Addressing a press con-
ference here on Friday,
Director General of Police
V K Bhawra said a sixth
accused is in police cus-

tody in a separate case. 

Cardiac arrest 
NNooiiddaa::  A 48-year-old man
arrested in a cyber-fraud
case last week and
lodged in judicial custody
in a Greater Noida jail,
died of cardiac arrest,
officials said on Friday.
Police said Sanjay
Mandal, who hailed from
Faridabad in Haryana and
was arrested in a cyber-
fraud case on May 6,
prima facie died of a car-
diac arrest on the inter-
vening night of Thursday
and Friday. 

Tigress dead 
JJaaiippuurr::  A tigress was
found dead at the
Ranthambore Tiger
Reserve in Rajasthan’s
Sawai Madhopur district
on Friday, an official said.
The carcass of T-61, aged
around 11 years, was
found in Zone 7 of the
tiger reserve, following
which it was taken to the
Rajbagh forest chowki.
Ranthambore Field
Director Seduram Yadav
said prima facie the death
occurred after falling from
a height but the exact
cause of it will be known
only after the post-
mortem report arrives.

Woman heckled 
SShhiilllloonngg:: A woman was
tied to a pole at a market
place at Jowai in
Meghalaya and heckled
for alleged pickpocketing
prompting police to initi-
ate action, officials said
on Friday. An undated
video of the incident went
viral on the social media
on Friday. It showed the
woman being taken to a
shed by unknown people
during the daytime, asked
questions and then being
tied to a pole amidst jeer-
ing by onlookers.
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A student from Gurukul 
art school makes a painting

to pay tribute to Rahul
Bhat, a Kashmiri pandit

killed by militants in
Kashmir, in Mumbai, Friday.
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Udaipur, May 13:
Launching a blistering at-
tack on Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, AICC
president Sonia Gandhi
on Friday accused him of
keeping the country in a
state of permanent polari-
sation, “brutalising” mi-
norities and “threaten-
ing” political opponents.
She called for urgent re-
forms in the party as “ex-
traordinary situations de-
mand extraordinary ac-
tion” and also  sending out
a clear message to
Congress ranks.
Launching the three-day
brainstorming conclave
she said the party will
have to change its style of
functioning and urged
them to keep the organisa-
tion above their personal

ambitions and pay back
their debt to the party as it
had given a lot to every-
one. She urged around 450
delegates to deliberate
with an open mind but
send out a single message
of a strong organisation,
resolve and unity.

“In one way this
(Congress transforma-
tion) is the most funda-
mental issue. Our revival
is only possible through
collective efforts. Such col-
lective efforts will not be
deferred. This Shivir is
the start of the journey,”
Gandhi said.

“The circumstances be-
fore our organisation are
u n p r e c e d e n t e d .
Extraordinary situations
demand extraordinary ac-
tion. I am fully alert to
this. The organisation has
to bring changes within it-
self, not just to stay alive
but to move forward. We
are in dire need of im-
provement and changing
strategy,” she also said.

She stressed that the
Congress’s revival would
only happen with grand
collective efforts and those
cannot be put off.

Noting that this shivir
in this journey is an im-
portant step, she noted,
“We are not oblivious to
the recent failures nor are
we oblivious to the strug-
gle we have to undertake
to win. We are not un-
aware of the expectations

of the people.” The
Congress president assert-
ed that all have gathered
to take a collective and in-
dividual resolve to bring
the party in the same posi-
tion it once had and play
the role that people ex-
pected it to play in these
“deteriorating circum-
stances”.

Taking on the govern-
ment, she said, it has be-
come “painfully clear”
what Modi and his col-
leagues really mean by
their frequently-used slo-
gan ‘maximum gover-
nance minimum govern-
ment’.

“It means keeping the
country in a state of per-
manent polarisation, com-
pelling people to live in a
constant state of fear and
insecurity. It means vi-
ciously targeting, victim-
ising and often brutalising
of minorities who are an
integral part of our socie-
ty and equal citizens of
our republic,” she noted.

“It means using our so-
ciety’s age-old pluralities
to divide us and subvert-
ing the carefully nurtured
idea of unity and diversi-
ty. It means threatening
and intimidating political
opponents, maligning
their reputation, jailing
them on flimsy pretexts
and misusing investiga-
tive agencies,” Gandhi
said.

She said it means erod-
ing the independence and
professionalism of all in-
stitutions of democracy.

Gandhi also accused the
BJP-led government of
“wholesale reinvention of
history”, constant deni-
gration of its leaders, es-
pecially Jawaharlal
Nehru and the systematic
move to distort, deny and
destroy their contribu-
tions, their achievements
and their sacrifices.

“It means glorifying the
killers of Mahatma
Gandhi,” the Congress
chief said.

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  MMaayy  1133  ((PPTTII))::

The National Investigation
Agency (NIA) on Friday filed
a charge sheet against seven
people, including its former
officer Arvind Digvijay Negi
and Kashmiri human rights
activist Khurram Parvez, in a
terror funding case.

The charge sheet was
filed in a special NIA court in
New Delhi against former
Superintendent of Police
Negi, Parvez, Muneer
Ahmad Kataria and Arshid
Ahmad Tonch of north
Kashmir, Zaffar Abbas of
Bihar, and Rambhawan
Prasad and Chandan Mahato
of West Bengal under rele-
vant laws, a spokesperson of
the agency said.

Negi was arrested in
February this year and
Parvez in November last
year in connection with a
case related to a conspiracy
hatched by the Pakistan-
based terrorist organisation
Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) to

fund and recruit operatives
and over-ground workers
(OGWs) for providing sup-
port in planning and execu-
tion of terrorist activities in
various parts of the country,
including Jammu and
Kashmir.

The NIA registered the
case on November 6 last
year. “Investigation revealed
that LeT operatives based in
Pakistan had hatched a con-
spiracy with Parvez, Kataria,
Tonch and Abbas to run a
network of OGWs of LeT for
furthering the activities of
LeT and to commit terrorist
acts in India, the NIA said.

The agency said these
accused persons collected
information regarding vital
installations, deployment
and movement of security
forces, procured official
secret documents and
passed on the same to their
LeT handlers through
encrypted communication
channels for monetary con-
sideration.

New Delhi, May 13 (PTI):

Those travelling
abroad for jobs, education
and business purposes
can take the precaution
dose of COVID-19 vaccine
anytime after three
months from the second
dose as required by the
destination country, the
Centre said on Friday, a
day after it relaxed the
stipulated nine-month
waiting period for inter-
national travel.

In a letter to states and
union territories, the
Centre said necessary
provisions have been
made on the Co-WIN por-
tal to enable updation of
the precaution dose so ad-
ministered and citizens

will not be required to up-
load documents such as
visa. The Health Ministry
received several requests
for the early administra-
tion of precaution dose to
those who need to under-
take international travel
for educational purpose,
employment opportuni-
ties, participation in
sports tournaments, at-
tending bilateral and mul-
tilateral meetings as part
of India’s official delega-
tion, and business com-
mitments, Additional
Secretary in the ministry
Manohar Agnani said.

In this context, to facili-
tate international travel
for such genuine reasons,
the necessary provision of
early administration of

precaution dose for these
travellers has been done
on the Co-WIN portal
under the National
COVID-19 Vaccination
Programme, Agnani said
in the guidelines shared
by him.

Based on the recom-
mendations of experts,
the competent authority
has approved early ad-
ministration of precau-
tion dose as required by
the destination country
for these overseas trav-
ellers, subject to a mini-
mum period of 90 days be-
tween the second dose and
the precaution dose.

“The necessary provi-
sions for the same have
been made on Co-WIN,”
Agnani stated.

Srinagar, May 13 (PTI): 

A Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT)
terrorist who had recently
infiltrated into Kashmir
was killed in an encounter
with security forces in
Bandipora district on
Friday, police said.
Security forces launched a
cordon-and-search opera-
tion in Brar in the Aragam
area of Bandipora in
north Kashmir following
inputs about the presence
of terrorists there, a police
official said.

He said the search oper-
ation turned into an en-
counter after the hiding
terrorists fired upon secu-
rity forces personnel, who
retaliated.In the ensuing
exchange of fire, one of

the terrorists was killed,
he said.

The official said the
identity of the slain ter-
rorist was being ascer-
tained. Earlier in the day,
Inspector General of
Police (IGP) of Kashmir
Vijay Kumar said the two
terrorists trapped in Brar
were Pakistani and be-
longed to the LeT. They
had infiltrated into
Jammu and Kashmir re-
cently. They had managed
to escape during an en-
counter in the Salinder
forest area on Wednesday,
he said.

The terrorists were
tracked down and trapped
in Brar in Bandipora on
Friday, the IGP said in a
tweet.

SC agrees to hear
plea  on demolitions

in Jahangirpuri
New Delhi, May 13 (PTI):
The Supreme Court on
Friday agreed to hear a
plea seeking quashing of
notification issued by the
North Delhi Municipal
Corporation on demoli-
tions in the violence-hit
Jahangirpuri.

A bench of Justices L
Nageswara Rao, B R
Gavai, and A S Bopanna
said it was not inclined to
issue a notice in the mat-
ter.

We will list it with
Jahangirpuri demolition
matters. Persuade the
judges there. We will not
issue notice, the bench
told advocate Prashant
Bhushan appearing for the
petitioner Madhu Sharan
and others.

DRI seizes 15.93 kg
gold smuggled 

NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Revenue Intelligence
officers have seized 15.93 kg of
foreign origin gold valued at
over Rs 8 crore smuggled
through the India-Myanmar bor-
der, the Finance Ministry said on
Friday. In an operation code-
named ‘Gold on the Highway’,
the Directorate of Revenue
Intelligence (DRI) officers acted
on specific intelligence mounted
surveillance on two oil tankers
and a truck travelling separately
from Mao, Manipur to Guwahati,
Assam. In the early morning
hours on May 12, these vehicles
were intercepted simultaneously
at different points along the
national highway between
Dimapur and Guwahati. The
15.93 kg of foreign origin gold
smuggled through the India-
Myanmar border, and valued at
Rs 8.38 crore, was seized by DRI
officers on May 12 in Guwahati
and Dimapur, the ministry said
in a statement.

New Delhi, May 13 (PTI):

Senior IAS officer
Nidhi Chibber has been
appointed as the chairper-
son of the Central Board
of Secondary Education
(CBSE) in a top-level bu-
reaucratic reshuffle ef-
fected by the Centre on
Friday. Chibber, a 1994
batch Indian
Administrative Service
officer of Chhattisgarh
cadre, is currently
Additional Secretary,
Ministry of Heavy
Industries. She has been
appointed as chairperson,
CBSE in the rank and pay
of Additional Secretary to
the government of India,
an order issued by the
Personnel Ministry said.
Vivek Kumar Dewangen,

a 1993 batch IAS officer of
Manipur cadre, has been
named Chairman &
Managing Director, REC
Ltd., Ministry of Power.

He is currently
Additional Secretary in
the Ministry of Power. S
G o p a l a k r i s h n a n ,
Additional Secretary in

the Prime Minister’s
Office (PMO) has been ap-
pointed as Additional
Secretary, Department of
Health and Family
Welfare. Rakesh Sarwal,
Additional Secretary,
NITI Aayog will be
Managing Director,
National Waqf
Development Corporation
Ltd., Ministry of
Minority Affairs, the
order said. Aditi Das
Rout, Joint Secretary,
Ministry of Women and
Child Development has
been promoted as
Additional Secretary in
the same ministry. Shyam
Bhagat Negi, Joint
Secretary, Ministry of
Coal will be Additional
Secretary, Cabinet
Secretariat.

Barmer/Jaisalmer, May
13 (PTI): Streets in many
places in western
Rajasthan bear a deserted
look during much of the
day as if a lockdown is in
place, with people keeping
indoors due to the heat-
wave. Barmer recorded
the highest day tempera-
ture of 48.2 degree Celsius
on Thursday while the
mercury soared to 47.2 in
Jaisalmer.

The Meteorological
Department has issued a
red alert for Bikaner,
Churu, Jaisalmer,
G a n g a n a g a r ,
H a n u m a n g a r h ,
Jhunjhunu, and Kota dis-
tricts for May 14.

It said the situation is
likely to continue for next
two days, after which some
respite may be expected.

Meanwhile, dust storms
coupled with heatwave in
rural areas have disrupted
the routine life.

“The heat is unbearable.
As the day progresses, con-
ditions become tougher
and it becomes a challenge

to go out in the afternoon,”
Sunil Kumar, a trader in
Barmer, told PTI.

He said the sale of ACs
and coolers has suddenly
shot up and customers
visit either in the morning
hours or in late evening
hours to avoid heatstroke.

The heatwave persists
till late in the night and be-
fore sleeping on the roof,
people sprinkle water to
reduce the impact of the
heat.

Generally, people used to
take bath in the evening
but due to the scorching
sun, water of the tanks
kept on the roof turns too
hot to use.

Be it Barmer or
Jaisalmer, people start the
day quite early and finish
morning routine work by
8-9 am.

New Delhi, May 13 (PTI): 

The Supreme Court on
Friday refused to postpone
the NEET-PG-22 examina-
tion on a plea of doctors,
saying the delay would se-
riously affect patient care
and would create chaos
and uncertainty . A bench
of Justices DY
Chandrachud and Surya
Kant said the postpone-
ment of the examination
would create chaos and
uncertainty and would af-
fect the larger section of
students, who have regis-
tered for the examination.

The top court said, Over
two lakh students have
registered for the ensuing

examination and their
schedule will be seriously
affected if a further post-
ponement is granted
under the direction of this
court which will result in
chaos and uncertainty .

It said, These are mat-
ters which essentially per-
tain to the policy domain
unless the court is satis-
fied that the decision
which has been taken by
the authorities was with-
out any application of
mind in relevant circum-
stances or is manifestly ar-
bitrary, there would be no
reason for the court to in-
terfere . The bench added
that the postponement of
any examination is replete

with serious consequences
as while one body of stu-
dents may be interested in
seeking a postponement,
there would be a large
body of other students
who have studied and reg-
istered for the examina-
tion, who would be seri-
ously affected. Above all,
the need of patient care
and treatment must be
paramount in the clash of
rival interests between
those doctors who have
registered for ensuing ex-
amination and those who
have not registered. Hence
in our considered view, the
relief which has been
sought in these proceed-
ings cannot be granted.

New Delhi, May 13 (PTI):

Indian Railways, the
country’s biggest employ-
er, has abolished more
than 72,000 posts in the last
six years against a propos-
al to surrender 81,000 posts
during the same period,
according to official docu-
ments.

All of these are Group C
and D posts which have be-
come redundant due to
technology, and they will
not be available for re-
cruitment purposes in the
future.

Employees currently
holding such posts are
likely to be absorbed in the
various departments of
the Railways. Officials
said these posts had to be
eliminated as Railway op-

erations have become
modern and digitised.
According to the docu-
ments, the 16 zonal rail-
ways have surrendered
56,888 “non-essential”
posts during the financial
years 2015-16 to 2020-21,
with 15,495 more sched-
uled to be surrendered.

While the Northern
Railways has surrendered
more than 9,000 posts, the
South Eastern Railway
has given up around 4,677.
The Southern Railway has
abolished 7,524 posts and
the Eastern Railways
more than 5,700. Sources
said a work-study per-
formance of staffers,
which determines if a cer-
tain post is defunct or not,
for the financial year 2021-
22 is in the final stages.

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  MMaayy  1133  ((PPTTII))::

The ED on Friday said it has
raided multiple premises of
Bangladesh nationals and their
associates in West Bengal as
part of an investigation against
them on charges of undertak-
ing fraudulent financial deals
worth crores by “posing” as
Indians. Searches are being
carried out at 10 locations in
the state, the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) said in a state-
ment. West Bengal shares an
over 2,216-km-long interna-
tional boundary with
Bangladesh. The federal
agency said premises linked to
Bangladesh nationals like
Proshanta Kumar Halder,
Pritish Kumar Halder, Pranesh
Kumar Halder and their associ-
ates across the state of West

Bengal are being raided.
“Proshanta Kumar Halder has
been posing as an Indian citi-
zen by the name of
Shibshankar Halder after hav-
ing managed to fraudulently
obtain various government
identities like a ration card
(from the state of West
Bengal), an Indian voter ID,
PAN (permanent account num-
ber) card and an Aadhaar
card,” it said. His associates
have also done the same, the
agency said. “The ED has
ascertained that these
Bangladesh nationals have also
managed to float companies in
India on the basis of fraudu-
lently obtained identities and
have even purchased immov-
able properties at various
places, including in posh areas
of Kolkata,” the ED added.

‘Chintan Shivir’

‘Extraordinary situations demand extraordinary action’
AICC President slams PM for ‘brutalising minorities’

Terror funding case

Former NIA officer, 
Kashmiri human rights activist

among 7 charge-sheeted

LeT terrorist killed in
encounter with security forces 

Those travelling abroad can take 
precaution dose 3 months after second jab

Heatwave sweeps western Rajasthan; Barmer, Jaisalmer worst hit

A mother and daughter use an umbrella to shield themselves

from the heat on a hot summer day, in Gurugram, Friday.

SC refuses to postpone 
NEET-PG-22 examination

‘It will cause chaos and uncertainty’

Nidhi Chibber appointed CBSE chief
Vivek Kumar Dewangen to be CMD of REC Ltd

Vikas Sheel, Additional
Secretary, Department of
Health and Family Welfare
has been named as Additional
Secretary and Mission
Director, Jal Jeevan Mission,
Department of Drinking
Water and Sanitation while
Alok Shekhar, who is present-
ly working in his cadre state
Punjab, will be Additional
Secretary, Ministry of
Statistics and Programme
Implementation.

ED raids Bangladesh 
nationals living in West Bengal

as Indian citizens

Railways cuts flab, surrenders
72,000 ‘non-essential’ posts 

 Preparations for major

organisational reforms



Sharda Prasad Gupta

Bhilai: Rishabh
Complex Durg resident
Sharda Prasad Gupta
left for heavenly abode
on Friday. Funeral pro-
cession will be taken out
from his residence on
May 14 around 09:00 hrs
and last rites of the mor-
tal remains will be per-
formed at Harnabandha
Muktidham. He was the
father of Ganesh Gupta
and Yuvaraj Gupta and
father in law of Prabha
Gupta and Vinita Gupta.

OBITUARY
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Bhilai, May 13: Under the
supervision of Mayor
Neeraj Pal and
Commissioner Prakash
Surve, Public Grievance
Redressal Camps are being
organized in various wards
of Bhilai Municipal
Corporation. People are ac-
tively participating in these
camps and are filing appli-
cations and complaints.

On Friday, Mayor Neeraj
Pal and Commissioner
Prakash Surve inspected
the Public Grievance
Redressal Camps and inter-
acted with the people.
Mayor asked the officials to
immediately resolve the
petty problems of the peo-
ple.

Further, the problems

and complaints regarding
civic services like water,
electricity and sanitation
should be resolved on pri-
ority basis. Apart from this,
the applications like Ration
Card, Aadhar Card,
Pension, Patta should be re-
solved without any delay.

He added that the cases
related to other depart-
ments received through the
camp should be immediate-

ly sent to the concerned de-
partments and the progress
of those applications
should be monitored.

The applicant must be in-
formed about the progress
of the application. Camps
were organised at Zone No.
1 Nehru Nagar, Ward No 19
- Ram Janki Mandir Rajiv
Nagar, Zone No 3 - Ward 32
Baikunth Dham
Anganwadi Center, Zone

No 4 - Ward No 40 Mangal
Bazaar Chhawani and Zone
No 5 - Ward 59 Sector 5 of
BMC. MiC member Ekansh
Banchor was also present
during the inspection.

Camps will be held on
May 17 at the Cultural
Building of Ward Number
5 Kosanagar under zone
number 1; Cultural
Building of Vaishali Nagar
Zone 2, Cultural Building of
Ward No 33, Santoshipara
Camp 2 of Zone 3, Ward
Office of Camp 2 in Zone
No 4; Ward No 41
Community Building of
Industrial Area Chhawani
and Ward No 59 - Sat Vijay
Auditorium of Sector 5.
The common citizens will
be able to apply and get the
solution to their problems
at these camps.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 13: A delega-
tion of Bhilai Shramik
Sabha (HMS) paid a visit to
the Chief General Manager
(Township) at his office for
discussion related to the al-
lotment of quarters and eli-
gibility criterion. HMS
Deputy General Secretary
Hariram Yadav appreciat-
ed the action being taken
by the Town
Administration against the
illegal occupants.

He added that there is
also a need to change the
rules of allotment. Bhilai
Steel Plant Management
has made a provision to
allot quarters (upto 400 sq ft
carpet area) under license

system to third parties.
Due to this system, the

employees of S1 to S5 grade
are facing problems in al-
lotment of houses because
even the S4 and S5 employ-
ees are eligible to get allot-
ment of NQ3 type quarters
which are less than 400
square feet. He asserted

that the eligibility for allot-
ment of accommodation of
regular employees cannot
be justified as it is lower
than the license system.
The employees of grades S
7-8 are eligible for quarters
up to NQ4 type. HMS dele-
gation asserted that this
criterion needs to be

changed
The union put forth the

demand for change of eligi-
bility for housing allot-
ment. They demanded that
S-1 to S-3 grade employees
shall get NQ3 type quar-
ters; S-4 to S-7 employees
shall get NQ4 type quarters
and S-8 to S-11employees

shall get NQ5 type quar-
ters. Union General
Secretary Pramod Kumar
Mishra said that with this
type of arrangement the
employees who are in S7, S8
grade would be eligible for
bigger housing allotment
and S4 and S5 grade em-
ployees would also be allot-
ted accommodation up to
600 square feet. This will
also prevent illegal en-
croachments.

CGM (Township) UK Jha
and GM (Township) KC
Tripathi were present on
behalf of the management
while Sajid Khan, BG Kare,
Raghuvar Gond, Avadh
Bihari Kushwaha and oth-
ers of HMS were present in
the meeting.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 13: SR
Hospital and Research
Centre Chikhli Durg hon-
oured the nursing staff
dedicated to human serv-
ice on the occasion of
International Nursing Day
on May 12, 2022. The felici-
tation function was organ-
ised in the Hospital prem-
ises.

The hospital manage-
ment expressed happiness
by cutting the cake. The
nursing staff was hon-
oured by presenting a bou-
quet and a gift was also
given by the management.

Congratulating the
nursing staff on
International Nursing
Day, Chairman of the hos-

pital, Sanjay Tiwari said
that the services rendered
by the dedicated nursing
staff to the patients during
the period of Covid-19 are
commendable and best ex-
ample of service to
mankind. Dr Shiv Patel,
Premlal Chandrakar,

Nursing Staff Hari Sahu,
Seema Barhare, Mamta
Kumari, Kishore Kumar,
Pratima Kerketta, Vidya,
Jyoti, Leena, JN  Pandey,
Zakir Mohammad, Ajay
Agarwal, Raspal Bhatti
and other staff were pres-
ent.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 13: Master
Rohit Panda, S/o Ranjan
Kumar Panda,
DGM(HME), SAIL-Bhilai
Steel Plant and Roopali
Panda has been selected for
an International Olympiad
on Biology. He is the only
student to be selected from
the state of Chhattisgarh
for this prestigious
Olympiad.

The participants of the
Olympiad had to go
through 4 rigorous screen-
ing rounds to qualify for
the 5th level of the
International Olympiad.

It is noteworthy that the
Homi Bhabha Science
Education Center, Tata
Institute of Fundamental
Research, Mumbai organiz-
es Olympiad examinations

in Physics, Chemistry,
Biology, Astronomy, Junior
Science and Mathematics.
Under this, competition is
organized at four levels in
India. Students after pass-
ing these four levels are se-
lected for the fifth level
International Olympiad.
After passing these four
levels, Rohit Panda has

qualified for the
International Olympiad of
Biology. Only 4 students
from the entire country
have qualified for this pres-
tigious Olympiad. The 33rd
international Biology
Olympiad will be held on
July 18, 2022 at Yerevan city
of Armenia.

Master Rohit Panda, a
12th standard student of
DPS, Bhilai has been a mar-
velous student since the be-
ginning. Master Panda has
previously bagged a Silver
medal in South-east Asian
Mathematics Olympiad.

He has also secured the
1st position in
International Informatics
Olympiad, qualifying his
place in Hongkong. The en-
tire Bhilai collective is
proud of Master Rohit
Panda's achievements.

Pay special attention on early
education of children: Collector
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 13: A meeting
was organized in the
Collectorate Auditorium
for discussion on the Basic
Literacy and Development
Project in the district. An
in-depth discussion was
held on various topics. The
meeting reviewed the
works of 585 primary
schools of Durg district
and the progress of learn-
ing of the children. Social
organizations working in
the field of education were
also included in the meet-
ing. Representatives of
Language and Learning
Foundation, Aurobindo
Society, Sampark
Foundation and others
were present.

Collector Dr Sarveshwar
Narendra Bhure described
the period of first 30-35
months of early learning
as the most important for
the children. He asked the

teachers to pay special at-
tention to the children
from junior nursery to pri-
mary level. He also empha-
sized on assessment of
teachers as well as children
and asked to keep the pro-
grams designed for them
on a time-bound basis so
that results can be

achieved easily. Apart from
this, the Collector gave
major suggestions for the
upcoming academic ses-
sion. He instructed to com-
plete all the training before
the commencement of the
session so that the studies
can continue without inter-
ruption. On this occasion,

District Panchayat CEO
Ashwani Devangan,
District Education Officer
Abhay Jaiswal, District
Coordinator from Samagra
Shiksha - Surendra Pandey,
Vivek Sharma, Manju
Garg, Pradeep Sharma and
Jageshwar Singh were
present.

33 Benches constituted for
National Lok Adalat
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Bhilai, May 13: On the in-
structions of Justice
Gautam Bhaduri
(Executive Chairman of
Chhattisgarh State Legal
Services Authority,
Bilaspur), National Lok
Adalat will be organized in
the entire state of
Chhattisgarh on May 14,
2022.

Under the guidance of
Sanjay Kumar Jaiswal
(District and Sessions
Judge / Chairman, District
Legal Services Authority,
Durg) the National Lok
Adalat will be inaugurated
at 10:30 hrs in the auditori-
um, District Court, Durg. A
total of 33 benches have
been constituted for the

National Lok Adalat to be
organized in Durg. 24
benches have been consti-
tuted for District Court
Durg; 03 Bench for Family
Court, Juvenile Justice
Board - 01; Permanent Lok
Adalat, Public Service and
Labor Court - 01 Bench; 02
Benches have been consti-
tuted for Civil Court, Patan-
01 and Bhilai-3. In this
National Lok Adalat, cases
related to Revenue Court
will also be resolved.

Through the Second
National Lok Adalat of the
year 2022, civil cases pend-
ing in the court, motor acci-
dent claim cases, check
bounce related cases, fami-
ly matters, labour matters,
electricity matters; com-
poundable criminal cases,
cases at pre-litigation stage;
and disputes of
Department of
Telecommunicat ions,
Financial Institutions, etc
will be resolved. A total of

993 cases of electricity de-
partment, 51 cases of tele-
com department, 2844 cases
of financial institutions
and 26 cases of Municipal
Corporation have been list-
ed.

Giving information in
this regard, Ashish
Dahriya, Secretary, District
Legal Services Authority,
Durg said that there is a
possibility of resolving
more and more cases
through mutual compro-
mise in this National Lok
Adalat.

Under the guidance of
Sanjay Kumar Jaiswal, 04
Paralegal Volunteers have
been deployed to make the
parties aware of the impor-
tance of Lok Adalat. The
parties of the court cases
are being made aware of
the Lok Adalat and are
being persuaded to resolve
the dispute through com-
promise. A meeting of the
managers of the banks was

convened to motivate them
to resolve the section-138
cheque bounce cases
through compromise.
Along with this, in relation
to motor accident claim
cases, the managers and ad-
vocates of insurance com-
panies have been advised to
keep the cases of the ag-
grieved party in the
National Lok Adalat.

In relation to this
National Lok Adalat, the
entire hearing from the ad-
vocates and the parties will
be done by both physical
and virtual means. The
parties who have not sub-
mitted the mutual agree-
ment applications can also
appear on the day of Lok
Adalat. In the National Lok
Adalat, a total of 5750 cases
of court pre-litigation have
been listed for disposal. In
view of the Covid-19, gov-
ernment guidelines will be
strictly followed in the
National Lok Adalat.

p Arrangements made
for physical and 
virtual conciliation 

Rohit Panda selected for
international Biology Olympiad

Only Student from Chhattisgarh

Rohit Panda

Knowledge sharing workshop 
organised with CGM (Coke Ovens)
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Bhilai, May 13: Coke
Oven and Coal Chemical
Department of SAIL-
Bhilai Steel Plant has
taken the initiative to
transfer knowledge of
older generation to new
generation in Human
Resource Development
Centre (HRDC) by organ-
izing  a knowledge and
experience workshop in
which  CGM (CO & CCD)
G Atchuta Rao shared
his 37 years of working
experience in different
sections and different ca-
pacities. He is superan-
nuating in May 2022. The
program was held in
presence of senior
Officers of CO &CCD ,
SED & HRDD in HRDC
today on May 13, 2022.

G Atchuta Rao talked
about chemical  hazards

at CO & CCD and rele-
vant  section of Factory
Act 1948. He also talked
about confined space
hazards and mitigation,
experience of handling
emergency situations in
CO & CCD with case
studies of not only in CO

& CCD but also in other
shops of the steel plant.
He narrated real life case
studies of incidents,
near miss cases, acci-
dents, breakdowns and
observations. All the
participants were en-
grossed throughout the

session.
GP Singh, Acting CGM

(S & FS)  stated about the
immense contribution of
Rao  towards creating
safe working atmos-
phere in CO&CCD, that
is considered to be a haz-
ardous unit, while con-
sistently fulfilling pro-
duction targets. Sanjay
Dhar, CGM (HRD&BE)
spoke about Rao's contri-
bution in building safety
culture and competency
by face to face interac-
tion in different forums.
S Roychoudhury, PVVS
Murty, MS Naik, with
other officers and work-
ers of CO&CCD were
present in the session.
The entire program was
coordinated and organ-
ized by Mandal, DSO
(CO&CCD), SB Patel, SM
(HRDD) and Ajay Tallo,
Manager SED.

Inter Alumni Tennis Ball
Cricket Tournament

from May 15
Bhilai, May 13: Officers'
Association, Bhilai Steel
Plant (OA-BSP) is organiz-
ing Inter Alumni Tennis
Ball Cricket Tournament
for the prestigious Director
In-Charge Trophy for the
Year 2022 in association
with Sports, Cultural &
Civic Amenities
Department, BSP. The tour-
nament will be commenc-
ing from May 15, 2022 with
an Opening Ceremony at
Cricket Ground, Sector-1,
Bhilai. All the Alumni
(College/Institute/Universi
ty) Cricket Teams in Bhilai
Steel Plant are hereby invit-
ed to take part in this tour-
nament and make it a
grand success. Interested
A l u m n i
(College/Institute/Universi
ty) Cricket Teams may
kindly submit the applica-
tion in the format given in
BSP homepage at Pragati
Bhawan, Bhilai latest by
May 14, 2022.

SR Hospital celebrates
International Nursing Day

HMS demands amendment in 
quarter allotment criterion

Mayor and Commissioner inspect 
Public Grievance Redressal Camp

Notice served to Medical Officer for absence 
Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  MMaayy  1133::  Bhilai Municipal
Corporation Commissioner
Prakash Surve conducted a sur-
prise inspection at Primary
Health Center in Ramnagar. He
gave instructions to serve no-
tice to the medical officer who
was absent from duty.
Commissioner took stock of the
facilities and also interacted
with the people.

BMC Commissioner is con-
ducting surprise inspections of
health centers regularly. In this
sequel, he reached the Primary
Health Center in Ramnagar. He
took information about the
presence of medical staff and
came to know that Medical offi-
cer Dr Reeta Chhaba has not
reached duty and was absent
without prior information. 

The patients are waiting for
the doctor at this health centre.
Taking cognizance, BMC
Commissioner gave instructions
to the Health Department to
issue notice to the medical offi-

cer. Further, Kusum Arkare
(pharmacist was also absent
from duty. Municipal
Commissioner took stock of the
vaccination status during the in-
spection and instructed them to
get more and more people vac-
cinated for the prevention of
Covid-19. Commissioner also in-
teracted with the patients about
the facility of health services.
He checked the attendance reg-
ister of the health center and
gave instructions to maintain
cleanliness in the hospital. He
also took stock of the drinking
water arrangements. The
Commissioner conducted dis-

cussion with the doctors to pro-
vide better health facilities to
the patients. 

He said that the Primary
Health Center is a boon for the
nearby localities. In case of any
kind of health problem, people
come to the primary health cen-
ters. For minor injuries and
common diseases, the residents
of the nearby locality get pri-
mary health care at this centre.
The poor and middle class peo-
ple mostly approach the gov-
ernment primary health cen-
tres. In such a situation, it is
very important to provide bet-
ter health facilities.
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RRaaiippuurr,,  MMaayy  1133::  Speaker Chhattisgarh Assembly Dr Charandas Mahant paid courtesy
visit to the Speaker Telangana State Vidhan Sabha Pochram Sriniwas Reddy and
Chairman Telangana Vidhan Sabha Parishad GS Reddy in Telangana VS here on
Friday. Dr Mahant informed that during the meeting he gave information about public
welfare schemes of the state government and invited them for a visit to the state.

DIGGING WORK

RMC is carrying out digging  for laying of pipeline for water supply and it is posing lots of problems for the passer-bys.

Raipur, May 13: The of-
fice-bearers of Raipur
Automobile Dealers
Association (RADA) met
Transport Minister
Mohammad Akbar on May
12, with the intention to
form a coordination with
Chhattisgarh Government
and State Transport

Department and to provide
convenience to the cus-
tomers and automobile
business and to make the
government  aware of it
through discussion, as a re-
sult of which, with the co-
operatoon of transport de-
partment of Chhattisgarh
government, ease should be
established between the
customers and the busi-
nessmen.

In this series, RADA

President Manish Raj
Singhania and
Chhattisgarh Chamber of
Commerce President,
Amar Parwani called on
State Transport Minister to
draw his attention towards
various problems faced by
the automobile sector in
the state. The issues dis-
cussed includes  the physi-
cal verification of new
commercial vehicles manu-
factured by the company,
regarding non-submission
of documents related to
new vehicle registration by
the dealer in physical form,
in relation to the deletion of
the temporary registration
process, regarding Model
approval and trade fee.

The office bearers dis-
cussed the issues  and gave
their suggestions so that
the functioning of the
Transport Department and
the businessmen can be im-
proved and execution of

the work can be done
smoothly and problems can
be solved within the speci-
fied time. Manish Raj
Singhania, President,
RADA thanked the State
Transport Minister Mr.
Mohammad Akbar for the
remarkable work done for
the transport sector. With
your initiative various
pending work  has been
done very quickly, by which
the customers and  dealers
are getting better facility,
for this the automobile
dealers of the entire state
have expressed their re-
gards. Along with this, the
automobile dealers of the
entire state will continue to
provide their full coopera-
tion with the Transport
Department. On the occa-
sion Vivek Garg, Ravinder
Singh Bhasin, Jayesh
Pithalia, Neeraj Agarwal
and Kailash Khemani were
present in this meeting.

RADA office bearers met
State Transport Minister

p Discusses various
issues

Raipur, May 13: The
Chhattisgarh High Court
dismissed petitions chal-
lenging acquisition of
land for the Parsa coal
block spread across
Surajpur and Sarguja dis-
tricts of the state under a
1957 Act for Rajasthan
Rajya Vidyut Utpadan
Nigam Ltd (RRVUNL), the
company to which it has
been allocated for mining.
The land for the coal min-
ing project has been ac-
quired under provisions of
the Coal Bearing Areas
(Acquisition &
Development) Act, 1957.

“Apart from gross delay
in approaching the court,
there being no merit in
these petitions, the peti-
tions deserve to be dis-
missed and accordingly,
the same are dismissed,”
said the court in its order.
The matter was heard by a
division bench of HC
Chief Justice Arup Kumar
Goswami and Justice
Rajendra Chauhan Singh
Samant. Five petitions
challenging acquisition of
land for the Parsa coal
block under the Act for the
respondent (RRVUNL)

was filed by residents of
villages Tara,
Janardanpur (Surajpur
district) and Fatehpur,
Ghatbara, Hariharpur,
Salhi (Surguja district).

During hearing on the
petitions, Dr N K Shukla,
senior counsel appearing
for RRVUNL and Parsa
Kente Collieries Ltd, sub-
mitted that non-coal bear-
ing land is required for an-
cillary use of infrastruc-
ture and over burden (OB)
dump area, among other
activities. “Acquisition of
land under the CB (Coal
Bearing) Act is not con-
trolled or superseded by
the Act of 2013 in view of
section 105 read with the
Fourth Schedule of the
Act of 2013 (related to com-
pensation, rehabilitation
and resettlement),” he
said. However, in view of
promulgation of the Right
to Fair Compensation and
Transparency in Land
A c q u i s i t i o n ,
Rehabilitation and
Resettlement (Removal of
Difficulties) Order, 2015,
the provisions of the Act
of 2013 would apply to the
CB Act, Shukla said.

HC junks petitions challenging land
acquisition for coal mining project

RRaaiippuurr,,  MMaayy  1133:: The Council
of Student Affairs at IIT Bhilai
recently organised an event
on the “Role of Youth in
Nation Building” at its transit
campus located at
Government Engineering
College, Sejbahar, Raipur.
The event was graced by
chief guest Swami Abhishek
Brahmachari and the chief
speaker for the evening, Mr.
Rohit Kumar Singh who is the
National Convener of Yuva
Chetna, an independent
organisation. 

The event commenced
with a lamp lighting ceremo-
ny followed by the Saraswati
Vandana. Ms. Ankita Awasthi,
a first year BTech student of
IIT Bhilai, introduced the
audience to the guests and
highlighted the need to dis-
cuss the role the youth of the
country may play in nation
building.  This was followed
by a motivating speech by
Mr. Rohit Kumar Singh

geared towards making stu-
dents understand the impor-
tance of continuing to reside
and work in and for the coun-
try instead of developing a
professional career abroad.
He reminded students about
the rich heritage and sacri-
fices behind building this
independent nation. 

Swami Abhishek
Brahmachari’s speech was
also focused towards making
students realise the contribu-
tion of Indian scholars to sci-
ence in order to motivate
them to continue in that rich
academic tradition. He urged
students to pursue their high-
er education in India so they
can be well-placed to further
the progress of the nation.
This was followed by aninvig-
orating question-and-answer
session. Dr. Pravin Wararkar,
Assistant Registrar, Student
Affairs Office, delivered the
vote of thanks and called the
evening to a close.

Talk on ‘Role of Youth in Nation
Building’ held at IIT Bhilai

Raipur, May 13:
Community and voluntary
participation play an es-
sential role in enhancing
the quality of school edu-

cation besides acting as an
effective medium of advo-
cating and mobilizing the
necessary resources for
quality education
throughout the country.

The importance of com-
munity participation in
the school education sys-
tem has also been envis-
aged in the National
Policy on Education 2020.
Taking forward the spirit
of NEP 2020, the
Department of School
Education and Literacy,
Ministry of Education has
prepared a Volunteer
Management System –
Vidyanjali 2.0 and
Guidelines to promote
community and voluntary

participation to enhance
the quality of school edu-
cation. Vidyanjali 2.0 will
enable Indian citizens,
NRIs, people of Indian ori-
gin, registered organiza-
tions in India to contribute
to activities and provide
free services to govern-
ment and government
aided schools.

Volunteers can con-
tribute to a school that re-
quests assistance through
a dedicated portal. A por-
tal has been created to di-
rectly connect the commu-
nity and volunteers with
the schools in which they
can register themselves.
This can be done with visit
to mygov.in or

http://vidyanjali.educa-
tion.gov.in. For more infor-
mation, the collectorate
can be contacted in room
number 37 and mobile
number 9926615200.
According to District
Mission Coordinator
Samagra Shiksha District
Raipur KS Patle it has two
main components. The
first component is service
provider (Volunteer)
through which service for
teaching can be provided
on various subjects in
schools. Second compo-
nent is volunteer contribu-
tion which includes pro-
v i d i n g
assets/materials/equip-
ment.

Vidyanjali 2.0 plans to connect schools with the community 
Under National New
Education Policy
2020

Portal designed to
connect community
and volunteers
directly to schools

Community partici-
pation important in
enhancing quality
of school education

RRaaiippuurr,,  MMaayy  1133::  The new
Managing Director of
Chhattisgarh State Power
Distribution Company
Limited (CSPDCL) Manoj
Khare has assumed office
and the state government
had issued order in this
regard. Khare assumed
office on Friday evening.

As per press release from
Energy Department, Manoj
Khare has been appointed as
MD CSPDCL for a period of

one year or till further
orders. Khare till lately was

working as Executive
Director (HR) of
Chhattisgarh State Power
Holding Company (CSPHC).
Khare expressed gratitude
towards the state govern-
ment and work with full com-
mitment as per the govern-
ment’s policies and fulfill the
responsibilities bestowed. 

Khare is among the list of
most well-versed and highly
experienced engineers from
the time of MPEB. He

obtained degree of BE from
Govt Engineering College
Rewa (MP) and then joined
MPEB in 1983. After division
of CSEB, he joined and
served in various posts of
CSEB and CSPHC. He is also
LLB degree holder. Having
indepth knowledge of power
sector in the country, Khare
is well versed with the tender
procedures and power sector
laws of Chhattisgarh Power
Companies. 

Manoj Khare joins as MD CSPDCL

Raipur, May 13: ‘Puja
Mahotsav’ and
‘Dhwajaroha Mahotsav’
was observed in Mahavir
Jinalaya at New Rajendar
Nagar and Dadabadi.

Begani family performed
prayers and ‘Abhishekh’
and hoisted the flag atop
the temple dome.

It was in the presence of
Sadhavi Shri Subhadra

Shri Shri Maharaj Saheb-
disciple of Chhattsigarh
Ratna Shriomani Param
Pujya Sadhavi Shri
Manohar Shriji Maharaj
Saheb that ‘Astakari puja’
was performed.

Trustee Mahavir
Jinalaya Shri
Dharamrajji Begani and
President local
Chaturmas Samiti Vivekji
Daga informed that on
May 13, it was the 30th
‘Dhawajrohan’ of Lord
Shri Mahavir Jinalaya
New Rajendra Nagar.

After hoisting the flag,
‘Shantikalash Aarti’ was
performed and Mahotsav
was celebrated.

‘Puja Mahotsav’ held at Mahavir Jinalaya

Raipur, May 13:
International Nurses Day
is celebrated around the
world to commemorate the
birth anniversary of
Florence Nightingale’s,
also known as Lady with
the Lamp. The theme of
this year is “Nurses: A
Voice to Lead - Invest in
Nursing and respect rights
to secure global health”

On the occasion
Columbia College of
Nursing (CCN) organized
& celebrated the nurses
day with various pro-
grammes such as Rangoli.
Poster competition,
Elocution, dancing etc.,
with nursing students and
faculty members.

Harjeet Singh Hura,
Secretary of the institu-
tion as a Chief Guest ad-
dressed the gathering &
shared his thoughts and
various trends and issued

which nursing profession
is facing. He also empha-
sised on the updating the
professional practice &
technological knowledge
in clinical practice.

He appreciated the stu-
dents who actively partici-
pated in the various events
and congratulated them
for their effort and dedica-

tion.
Prof. (Dr.) Anita

Dhagamwar, Principal,
Columbia College of
Nursing was the Guest of
Honor. She talked about
the values of nurses & ho-
noured the front line work-
ers who worked immense-
ly dedicated their life dur-
ing the pandemic.

Int’nl Nurses Day celebrated at CCN

BBiillaassppuurr,,  MMaayy1133:: Two quar-
terly newsletters,
‘Compilescue’ and ‘The
Master Stroke’ of the
Department of Computer
Science Engineering and
Mechanical Engineering
Department of the School of
Engineering and Technology
were released by the Vice-
Chancellor of Guru Ghasidas
Vishwavidyalaya (Central
University), Professor Alok
Kumar Chakrawal. On this
occasion the Registrar of the
University, Prof. Shailendra
Kumar, Dean, School of
Engineering and Technology,
Prof. T.V. Arjunan, and Head
of the Department of
Computer Science
Engineering, Dr. Alok Kumar
Singh Kushwaha were pres-
ent.

Vice-Chancellor of the
University, Professor Alok
Kumar Chakrawal said that
the University has started
publication of a newsletter at
the university level by the
name ‘The News’, which
broadcasts various activities
of the University in academic,
corporate and other institu-
tions of national and interna-
tional level. He said that the
image of the University would
be strengthened by such pos-
itive efforts initiated by vari-
ous departments. Students
studying in the departments
will get the latest information

available in their particular
field as well as a medium of
expression will be available.
The Vice-Chancellor con-
veyed his congratulations and
best wishes on the publica-
tion of the newsletter.

Various activities of the
department have been pub-
lished through this newslet-
ter. Through these newslet-
ters, various activities of the
department, achievements of
teachers, achievements of
students and other activities
were included. Through
these, along with sharing the
useful knowledge with the
students, the newsletters will
also share knowledge experi-
ments in the field of engi-
neering in the country and
the world.

In the publication of the
newsletter ‘The Master
Stroke’, Diksha Gupta,
Akashdeep Srivastava, Manik
Raghuvanshi, Rahul Chandra
and Manthan Suryavanshi of
the Department of
Mechanical Engineering were
involved as student coordina-
tors. On the other hand,
Coordinator, Amogh Praveen
Peete, co-coordinators Abhijit
Tripathi, Yukta Vatti, A.
Amrita Sai, Arthav Bhavsar,
Ayush Sharma and Vedanta
Singh are involved in the cre-
ation of Computer Science
Engineering newsletter
‘Compilescue’.

Newsletters issued by two departments
of Engineering in CU

RRaaiippuurr,,  MMaayy  1133:: Krishna Public
School (KPS), Kamal Vihar, Dunda,
Raipur has again made its mark by
repeating the history of achieve-
ments at national level. The school
and its students have always brought
laurels to our state Chhattisgarh
with all their effort and achieve-
ments.

More than 11000 students partici-
pated in the National Level Science
Olympiad IOQJS (Indian Olympiad
Qualifier in Junior Science) jointly
organized by the Indian Association
of Physics Teachers and Homi
Bhabha Centre for Science

Education (HBCSE), Mumbai.
Only 301 students from pan India

were shortlisted for IOQJS 2021-22
Part II. After final selection round,
only 34 students got selected for the
National Orientation cum Selection
Camp, leading to the IJSO. It is a

matter of great pride that Praket
Singh Thakur from KPS is the only
one from CG to appear in this elite
list. Six students from this camp
would be selected to represent India
at the upcoming International Junior
Science Olympiad (IJSO) 2022,
where 70 countries are expected to
participate.

This is indeed an outcome of stu-
dents’ hard work coupled with KPS
Raipur Accelerated Batch which pro-
vides inputs to enable them excel at
national and international level,
based on student’s caliber and inter-
est. KPS administration, teachers
and dignitaries are very proud and
have extended their encouragement
& best wishes to Praket for the next
level.

Sterling performance by Praket Singh Thakur  of KPS 
p At National Science

Olympiad 2021-22



Random fare collection
and misbehavior with
passengers rampant

Central Chronicle News

PPiitthhoorraa,,  MMaayy  1133::  Information re-
garding random fare collection
and misbehavior with passen-
gers by private bus services is
going rounds and the victims
predominantly are passengers
taking passenger buses running
on the Pithora Saraipali Raipur
route. 

The most victims of this are
the innocent villagers, who have
to comply with the increased
rate and charges of the route
fare, imposed on them by the
bus owners. 

According to the villagers,
the fare fixed by the govern-
ment from Pithora to Raipur is
Rs 125 but they are being
charged 150 to 250 rupees. The
fare is being charged up to Rs. I

do not have the name of any
travel or company. According to
the villagers, if the bus conduc-
tor is asked to take the fixed
fare as per the rules, they are
advised to discontinue their
travel. 

Another AC speed and the
conductor of Royal Bus is charg-
ing Rs. 200 fare from the pas-
sengers boarding the bus on
National Highway. However, the
RTO and police not taking ac-
tion against the bus association
is giving rise to many doubts. 

On the other hand, District
Transport Officer Ramkumar
Dhruv, said that the fare of
buses has not been increased
by the government in the in-
stant. Now as the complaint has
been received, they will investi-
gate it and take action.

Anger over unequal
distribution of funds

Central Chronicle News

Dhamtari, May 13: In the
meeting of the District
Panchayat, the opposition
members created a ruckus
regarding the unequal dis-
tribution of funds of the
15th Finance Commission.
They alleged that Congress
supported members kept Rs
35-35 lakh out of Rs 3 crore
64 lakh received whereas
BJP supported members
have been allotted only Rs
10 lakh each. It is notewor-
thy that the amount of 15th
Finance is from the Central
Government, yet arbitrari-
ness is going on here in the
name of majority. On
Wednesday, a meeting of
the general body was con-
vened in the district pan-
chayat to approve the
amount received from the
15th Finance Commission.

In the meeting held
under the chairmanship of
District Panchayat
President Kanti Sonwani,
the CEO told that an
amount of Rs 3 crore 64
lakh would come from the
15 Finance Commission
and requested the members
for its approval. After a dis-
cussion that lasted for
about two hours, with the
permission of the presi-

dent, the amount was dis-
tributed for regional devel-
opment works, in which 50
lakh rupees were allocated
to district panchayat presi-
dent Kanti Sonwani for re-
gional development, 45 lakh
rupees to vice president
Nishu Chandrakar.
Similarly, Rs 35-35 lakh was
allotted to all 10 members
supported by Congress and
Rs 10 lakh each to 3 mem-
bers supported by BJP. In
addition to CEO, 10 percent
of the amount reserved for
District Panchayat CEO, 10
percent, for expenditure on
Gauthan and administra-
tive works. Congress-
backed Tarini Chandrakar
and Meena Banjare regis-
tered their protest over de-
duction of Rs.3 lakhs from
the total allotted of Rs.35-35
lakh.

Krishna Kunj is an 
innovative scheme: Sahu 

Central Chronicle News

Fingeshwar, May 13: One
after the other, the Bhupesh
Baghel government is doing
an effective job of fully es-
tablishing Chhattisgarh's
purely religious faith and
implementing schemes and
programs that replace the
sentiments of the people,
which is being followed by
other states of the country.
The above statement was
made by District Congress
Committee President
Bhavsingh Sahu. Terming
Krishna Kunj as an innova-
tive scheme for the entire
state, Sahu said that BJP is
opposing the culture of
Chhattisgarh as Lord Ram
and Krishna are associated
with the culture of
Chhattisgarh. On the day of

Krishna Janmashtami,
Banyan, Peepal, Neem
Kadamba and other wor-
shiped trees will be planted
in all the urban body areas
of the state, he said stating
that Lord Krishna had an
undying love for the envi-
ronment and by this scheme
in the name of Shri
Krishna, people's faith will
be associated with it and
tree plantation will emerge
as a great campaign.
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Legal Literacy Camp organized in Central Jail
Central Chronicle News

Jagdalpur, May 13:
Under the direction of
Chhattisgarh State Legal
Services Authority
(CSLSA), Bilaspur, Jail
Review Day is organized
every Wednesday in the
Central Jail.

On the occasion of Jail
Review Day, a separate
legal literacy camp was
also organized for the
male and female prisoners
detained in the Central
Jail by District Judge and
District Legal Services
Authority Chairman Alok
Kumar on Wednesday.

In the legal literacy
camp organized above,
District Judge Alok
Kumar made the prison-

ers aware of their rights
during their stay in jail
and informed them about
their legal rights by
telling them about free
legal advice and assis-
tance. The prisoners pres-

ent in the camp organized
by Chief Judicial
Magistrate Anil Kumar
Bara were also motivated
to take advantage of their
duties and rights.

Behavioral Judge Ajay

Singh Meena and Manish
Kumar Thakur, while giv-
ing information about the
schemes of the Legal
Services Authority to the
prisoners present, were
provided with free legal

aid, basic rights of citi-
zens, information about
fundamental duties and
many others.

In the camp, Alok
Kumar, District Judge
President, District Legal
Services Authority, Anil
Kumar Bara, Chief
Judicial Magistrate,
Jagdalpur Geeta Brij,
Radhiya District Legal
Services Authority,
Behavioral Judge Ajay
Singh Meena and Manish
Kumar Thakur, Jail
Superintendent Amit
Shandilya, Assistant Jail
Nayak Superintendent ji,
Puraina ji, Smt. Seema
Oraon along with the staff
of the jail administration
and the male and female
prisoners detained in the
jail were present.

One nabbed with cash stolen from shop

Central Chronicle News

Jagdalpur, May 13: In
case of theft in Kiri Store
shop on main road in
Kotwali Thana area last on
May 11, the Bastar police
got a major success in nab-
bing an ex-worker of the
shop Ramesh Kumar
Kartami and recovered
cash of Rs 5 lakh from his
residence in Gram Pamela
thana Parpa.

A Police team was
formed under leadership of
TI Kotwali Thana
Jagdalpur Aman Sahu adn
it is after checking footage
from CCTV camera and
talking to other workers in
the shop, they checked the
movement of suspicious
persons and their activi-

ties. During talks with
shop workers, they came to
know about one Rakesh
KumarKartami S/o
Lakhma Ram Kartami (20),
R/o Tongpal District
Sukma. He had come to
work in the shop four days
back and entered the shop
opening part of the rooftop
and ran away with cash of
Rs 6 lakh kept inside the
locker in the shop on May
11 night. It was on accept-

ance of crime, the Police
recovered cash of Rs 5 lakh
from his new residence at
Gram Pamela and will pro-
duce him in the Court after
further investigation.

In this case TI Aman
Sahu, Dhananjay Sinha,
Lalji Sinha, SI Horilal
Navik, Pramod Thakur,
Snesh Sethia, Krishna
Sahu, Ramvilas Negi and
other personnel gave valu-
able contribution.

Stolen cash of Rs 5 lakh recovered out of Rs 6 lakhs

Bhavsingh-Sahu

Central Chronicle News

Magarload, May 13:
Responding to the allega-
tions of Pinky Shivraj
Shah, MLA of Sihawa as-
sembly constituency and
Vice-Chairman of Madhya
Kshetra Tribal
Development Authority,
Dr. Laxmi Dhruv said that
Chhattisgarh Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
has enhanced the value of
labourers and all
Chhattisgarhi people by
organizing a local and tra-
ditional festival on Labour
Day.

MLA further said that
during the tenure of
Congress, the value of
farmers, labourers and
women entrepreneurs has

increased in various
schemes like landless
farmers, labour justice,
Rajiv Kisan Nyay Yojana,
etc. She also alleged that
the MGNREGA program
in the whole country is the
result of Congress itself,
which Prime Minister
Narendra Modi was oppos-
ing and eventually he had

to accept that poverty can
be removed only through
MNREGA.

The dream project of
the head of the state gov-
ernment, Narva, Garuva,
Ghuruwa, Bari, will bring
prosperity to the village
and strengthen the rural
economy, she said. Our
state government is work-
ing for all sections, people
are satisfied with this and
in the elections of 2023,
Honorable Bhupesh
Baghel will again be given
the power of Chief
Minister, Dhruv said. The
BJP does not have any
issue, on this, what Pinky
Shivraj Shah has to do in
the interest of the work-
ers, should be done by con-
templating it, she said.

‘State govt is working in 
the interest of the public’

Dr-Laxmi-Dhruv

What officer says
In the meeting of the

General Assembly, the develop-
ment works of the amount re-
ceived from the 15th Finance
Commission have been unani-
mously approved. None of the
members have complained. As
untied fund, 10 percent amount
goes to the district panchayat,
it is in the rules.  Priyanka
Mahobia, CEO 

DC conducts surprise inspection 
of SDM and district office

Central Chronicle News

Koriya, May 13: District
Collector Kuldeep Sharma
along with SP Prafulla
Thakur and District
Panchayat CEO Kunal
Dudawat inspected SDM
and district office in
Khadgwan development
block here. The Collector
while inspecting all the
branches, instructed the
employees to work by ap-
plying ID cards for identi-
fication.

Taking information
about the resolution of
various cases that came in
the camps set up for Tuhar

Duar and special back-
ward tribes, the Collector
directed for early disposal
of ration cards, pension
cases, and similarly, in the
SDM office, the Collector
discussed the problems
after talking to the people
who came for the hearing
of various cases.

During this, he inspect-
ed various revenue cases,
income, caste, and resi-
dence certificate cases,
cleanliness in offices, toi-
lets, drinking water sys-
tem, and seating arrange-
ment of applicants and in-
structed to make all need-
ed arrangements.

The Collector along
with SP Prafulla Thakur
visited the police station
Kharagwan and took stock
of the arrangements.
During the inspection, he
inspected the record room,
warehouse, armory, radio
room, writer's room, toi-
lets etc. in the police sta-
tion and gave directions
for cleanliness and neces-
sary arrangements in the
police station premises. He
took information about
various cases from the sta-
tion in-charge Mr. Vijay
Singh. During this, the
block level officers and
employees were present.

WATERLOGGED STREET 

School students wade through a waterlogged street after rain at Anil Nagar in Guwahati, Friday
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BRIEF

Monsoon rains
i New Delhi:

Southwest monsoon,
considered the lifeline
of India’s agri-based
economy, is likely to
bring first showers to
Kerala by May 27, ear-
lier than the normal
onset date, the weath-
er office announced
on Friday. The normal
onset date for mon-
soon over Kerala is
June 1. This year, the
onset of southwest
monsoon over Kerala
is likely to be earlier
than the normal date
of onset. The mon-
soon onset over
Kerala is likely to be
on May 27 with a
model error of four
days, India
Meteorological
Department (IMD)
said.

Fire breaks out 
i New Delhi: A fire

broke out in three fac-
tories in west Delhi’s
Kirti Nagar industrial
area early Friday, offi-
cials said. The fire de-
partment received in-
formation about the
blaze at 1.50 am.
Twelve fire tenders
were rushed to the
spot and the blaze was
brought under con-
trol. Cooling opera-
tion are on, a senior
fire official said. The
blaze broke out in a
bag manufacturing
factory, a furniture
unit and a fabrication
material unit. No in-
jury has been report-
ed so far, the officials
added.

Two die 
i Gonda (UP): Two

people were killed
after a truck hit their
motorcycle on the
Maskanwa-Mankapur
road here, police said
on Friday. Shivam
Singh (28) and Vivek
Singh (30), residents
of Basti district, were
on their way to
Mankapur when the
accident occurred on
Thursday evening, po-
lice said. The wheat-
laden track was seized
but its driver fled the
spot before police ar-
rived. The bodies have
been sent for post-
mortem examination,
they said.

Burglary
i Guruvayur: In a

major heist, burglars
decamped with 371
sovereigns of gold
and over Rs two lakh
in cash from the
house of a jeweller
near
Thampuranpadi
here, police said on
Friday. Police said
the burglary hap-
pened on Thursday
evening and the in-
vestigating officers
have retrieved the
CCTV visuals of the
burglar. “We have re-
trieved the CCTV vi-
suals of a burglar
who forced himself
into the house
through the back-
door. The house-
owner has com-
plained that they lost
371 sovereigns of gold
and Rs two lakh in
cash,” police told PTI.

Gang-raped
i Ranchi: A 15-year-old

girl was allegedly kid-
napped and raped by
five men in a car in
Ranchi, police said on
Friday. The girl told the
police that she was
forced into the car from
the Ring Road in
Dhurwa by the accused
on Wednesday night,
they said. A patrol team
of the police found the
car on the roadside
near a restaurant in
Daladali in Ratu police
station area,
Superintendent of
Police (Ranchi-Rural)
Naushad Alam told
PTI.

Mumbai, May 13:

A day after the
Maharashtra unit of the
Bharatiya Janata Party
tweeted an edited video of
his speech and accused
him of being a Hindu-
hater, Nationalist
Congress Party chief
Sharad Pawar said he was
reading out lines from a
poem which presents the
pain of the labourer class,
but those who wanted to
spread misinformation
were free to do so.

T h e
@BJP4Maharashtra on
Wednesday tweeted a
short video of Pawar’s
speech in Satara and
claimed that “atheist
Sharad Pawar always
hated Hindu religion” and
he would not have
achieved his political suc-
cess without insulting
Hindu gods and goddesses
and indulging in casteism.

Some social media users
pointed out that Pawar
was quoting a poem by
Jawahar Rathod which
deals with the issue of
casteism.

Speaking to reporters at
Purandar in Pune on
Thursday, Pawar ex-
plained that he was read-
ing lines from Rathod’s
poem Patharvat (stone-
cutter). In the poem, the
stone-cutter says he made
the idols of Brahma,
Vishnu and Mahesh using

his chisel and these idols
were installed in the tem-
ple, but the stone-cutters
themselves were not al-
lowed to step inside the
temple because they are
from a lower caste.

“The stonecutter ques-
tions whether Brahma is
the creator of the world or
we (those who make his
idols) are his father,” the
NCP chief said, reading
out the poem again.

“The poet voices the
pain of the labourers who
rue that they sculpted
idols from the rock but
they are stopped from en-
tering the temple. The
poem depicts pain, but if
some people want to
spread misinformation,
they are free to do so,” the
NCP chief said, without
naming the BJP.

“When people will look
for where it is written,
they will find this book,”
he added.

BJP attempt to paint Pawar
anti-Hindu backfires

Aurangabad, May 13 (PTI) :

AIMIM leader
Akbaruddin Owaisi’s visit
to the tomb of Mughal em-
peror Aurangzeb at
Khuldabad in
M a h a r a s h t r a ’ s
Aurangabad district has
drawn flak from the ruling
Shiv Sena, which ques-
tioned his move and
warned that if he tried to
“create problems in the so-
ciety” it would not be toler-
ated.

Owaisi had visited the
tomb on Thursday before
addressing a rally in
Aurangabad city.

Former Shiv Sena MP
Chandrakant Khaire and

the party’s Aurangabad
district unit chief and
MLC Ambadas Danve has
taken a strong objection to
Owaisi’s visit to the tomb.
But All India Majlis-E-
Ittehadul Muslimeen
(AIMIM) Lok Sabha MP
Imtiaz Jaleel said there
was no need to draw a “dif-
ferent meaning” out of it.

“The motive behind
Akbaruddin Owaisi’s visit
to Aurangzeb’s tomb can-
not be understood. We re-
member the statements he
had made earlier...No one
goes to the tomb of
Aurangzeb. But if Owaisi
is going there to create
problems in the society,
then we will not tolerate

it,” Khaire said. Danve
said, “It is not surprising
that Owaisi went to
Aurangzeb’s tomb. The
thinking of Nizam,
Razakars (the paramili-
tary volunteer force de-
ployed by the Nizam of
Hyderabad to resist the
princely state’s integra-
tion with India during
1947-48) and the earlier
Islamic dynasties is the
same. As per that ideology,
Owaisi visited the tomb.
But those Muslims, who
think about the welfare of
the nation, should stay
away from AIMIM and
Owaisi.” Defending
Owaisi, Jaleel said, “There
are many tombs (in
Khuldabad) and they have
a history. Anyone who
comes to Khuldabad visits
tomb of Aurangzeb. There
is no need to draw a differ-
ent meaning out of this.”

Shiv Sena slams Owaisi for visiting Aurangzeb’s tomb

Udaipur, May 13 (PTI):

The Congress is consid-
ering enforcing the ‘One
family, one ticket’ formula
with the exception only
when another family
member has been work-
ing for at least five years
in the party.

The party is also consid-
ering capping at five years
holding of a post with a
cooling off period of three
years and setting up of an
assessment wing to moni-
tor performance of office
bearers.

Addressing a press con-
ference ahead of the start
of the party’s ‘Chintan
Shivir’ on Friday,
Congress general secre-
tary Ajay Maken said “big
changes” are in store for
the party organisation

and it will completely
transform its working
style going forward.

He said a proposal is
being considered that 50
per cent party positions
be reserved for those less
than 50 years of age in
party committees at every
level of the Congress or-
ganisation.

He said there is una-
nimity on establishing
mandal committees be-
tween booth and block
level in party organisa-
tion.

Maken, who is a mem-
ber of the coordination
committee on organisa-
tion for discussion at the
Chintan Shivir, said the
party is deliberating on
setting up a ‘public in-
sight department’ to as-
certain views of the peo-

ple and carry out surveys
for getting battle ready for
elections

The Congress is also
considering setting up an
‘assessment wing’ to
gauge performance of of-
fice bearers, he said.

“We are also working
on a mechanism for en-
forcing stricter disci-
pline,” he said.

The three-day ‘Nav
Sankalp Chintan Shivir’
is being held in the back-
drop of a string of elec-
toral defeats and dissent
in the party for the past
many years.

The Shivir will focus on
time-bound party restruc-
turing, finding ways to
combat politics of polari-
sation and getting battle-
ready for upcoming elec-
toral challenges.

Chintan Shivir: Cong says ‘one family
one ticket’ proposal being discussed

New Delhi, May 13 (PTI):

Delhi Deputy Chief
Minister Manish Sisodia
has written to Union
Home Minister Amit
Shah urging him to stop
the ‘’destruction’’ ensu-
ing in the national capital
due to the anti-encroach-
ment drive being carried
out by the three BJP-
ruled municipal bodies.

In an online briefing,
Sisodia claimed that the
civic bodies have a plan to
raze 63 lakh dwellings in
the national capital.

“Of these, 60 lakh hous-
es are in unauthorised
colonies while the re-
maining three lakh are
those where people have
extended their balconies
or covered them. We have
learnt that notices have
been sent to them,

Sisodia said.
This will lead to a huge

destruction in the nation-
al capital. Almost 70 per
cent of the population of
Delhi will be rendered
homeless,” he added.

The Aam Aadmi Party
will oppose the demoli-
tion drive and I have writ-
ten to the Union home
minister to seek his inter-
vention in the matter, he
said.

“I have written to him
(Shah) saying that this

(demotion drive) should
be stopped. If bulldozers
are to be used, they
should be used to demol-
ish the houses of those
BJP leaders and civic
body representatives who
took bribes to allow such
structures to be con-
structed,” he said.

An anti-encroachment
drive in Delhi’s
Madanpur Khadar on
Thursday sparked
protests and pelting of
stones where the locals
claimed that legal struc-
tures were bulldozed.

AAP MLA
Amanatullah Khan, who
was a part of a protest in
the southeast Delhi local-
ity, was arrested on
charges of rioting and ob-
structing public servants
in discharge of their duty,
police officials said.

Sisodia urges Shah to stop
demolition drive in Delhi

Puri, May 13 (PTI):

Amid the row over the
Puri Heritage Corridor
Project, the Cultural
Advisory Committee has
decided to shift the Shree
Jagannath Reception
Centre out of the prohibit-
ed zone of 100 metres
around the 12th-century
shrine, officials said on
Friday.

The proposed reception
centre will come up in the
regulated zone — the area
extending 200 metres from
the prohibited zone.
Though digging had
begun within the prohibit-
ed zone for the reception
centre, construction was
yet to start, they said.

The decision was taken
on Thursday at a meeting
chaired by Gajapati
Maharaja Dibyasingha
Deb. It was attended by
members of the commit-

tee and senior officers of
the state government, in-
cluding the Principal
Secretary of the Works
Department and Engineer-
in-Chief and Managing
Director of Odisha Bridge
Construction Corporation
(OBCC).

The Archeological
Survey of India (ASI) had
told the Orissa High Court
in an affidavit on May 9
that the state government
did not take its permission
for the heritage corridor
project.

The state government
also informed the court
that the reception centre
will be moved out of the
100-metre prohibited zone.

A 600 people capacity re-
ception centre, a cultural
centre, an integrated com-
mand and control centre, a
pilgrim centre and a
multi-level car parking lot
are part of the project,

which aims to make Puri
an international place of
heritage.

After examining the
current availability of
land for the Heritage
Corridor Project, the meet-
ing decided to develop the
Outer Access Road (OAR)
with the available width
and after acquisition of
more land, required exten-
sions may be made.

It was also decided to
keep the design of the
amenities simple, in tan-
dem with the temple com-
plex.

A PIL in the high court
has claimed that the con-
struction work has affect-
ed the health of the tem-
ple. ASI’s Superintending
A r c h e o l o g i s t ,
Bhubaneswar Circle,
Arun Mallick visited the
Jagannath temple on
Friday morning.

This is for the first time

that an ASI official visited
the shrine after the affi-
davit was submitted in the
high court. Incidentally,
Shree Jagannath Temple
Administration (SJTA)
chief administrator VV
Yadav also visited the tem-
ple around the same time.

It was not known
whether they held a meet-
ing on the corridor proj-
ect.

The residents of the pil-
grim town are protesting
the project, claiming that
the state government vio-
lated the norms of the
Ancient Monument and
Archeological Sites and
Remains Act (AMSAR),
1958.

On a petition filed by
some advocates of Puri, a
court has asked the police
to file a case against the
state government for al-
legedly violating the
AMSAR Act.

Amid row over Puri heritage corridor, reception centre
to be moved out of prohibited zone

p AIMIM says don’t
draw ‘different
inference’

Noida, May 12 (PTI):

A gangster wanted in
over 50 criminal cases in
the Delhi National Capital
Region was held after a
gunfight with the police in
Uttar Pradesh’s Noida on
Thursday evening, offi-
cials said.

Mohammed Khalid (33)
was allegedly involved in
cases of robbery, vehicle
thefts and is a key member
of a gang active in Delhi,
Ghaziabad and Noida,
they said.

“Khalid is a notorious
criminal and had at least
51 FIRs against his name
at various police stations
of NCR. ACP (Noida 2)
Rajneesh Verma and SHO
Sector 58 police station
Vinod Kumar had got in-
puts about his movement
in their area this evening,”

Additional Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(Noida) Ranvijay Singh
said.

“The accused was on a
motorcycle with an associ-
ate when they were inter-
cepted in Sector 62. A gun-
fight broke out between
the two sides in which
Khalid got injured while
his associate managed to
escape,” Singh said.

After he was held, the
police took Khalid to a hos-
pital for treatment while
search operations have
been launched for his asso-
ciate who has also been
identified, the officer said.

An illegal pistol along
with some ammunition
has been seized from the
possession of the accused
and his motorcycle has
been impounded, police
said.

Gangster wanted in over 50 cases
held after gunfight with Noida cops Mumbai, May 13 (PTI) :

The National
Investigation Agency (NIA)
has arrested two aides of
gangster Chhota Shakeel
from western suburbs of
the city for allegedly han-
dling the illegal activities
and financial transactions
of the crime syndicate con-
trolled by fugitive under-
world don Dawood
Ibrahim, an official said on
Friday.

The accused, identified
as Arif Abubakar Shaikh
(59) and Shabbir Abubakar
Shaikh (51), were placed
under arrest on Thursday,
he said.

“Both of them were ap-
prehended from the west-
ern suburbs by an NIA
team, which is probing the
cases against Dawood
Ibrahim’s syndicate,” the
official said, adding that
the duo was closely associ-
ated with gangster Chhota

Shakeel and were involved
in the cartel run by
Ibrahim.

Sources said that during
the recent raids at multiple
locations in Mumbai and
Thane, the NIA had picked
up many suspects for inves-
tigation, sources said.

Arif and Shabbir were
also among the suspects,
who were picked up for
their alleged connections
with the D-Company
(Dawood Ibrahim’s crime
syndicate), they said.

During their interroga-
tion, the NIA team found
that Arif and Shabbir had
carried out some transac-
tions with Chhota Shakeel,
following which they were
placed under arrest, they
added.

Chhota Shakeel operates
an international criminal
syndicate from Pakistan
and Interpol has issued a
red corner notice against
him.

NIA arrests Chhota Shakeel’s two aides

Bhopal, May 13:

For the 2023 Madhya
Pradesh Assembly polls,
the opposition Congress
has decided to issue
‘Vachan Patra’ (election
manifesto) not only for
the state level, but also
separately for each dis-
trict based on the local is-
sues and demands, a
party leader said on
Friday.

The decision to issue
manifesto for the state
level and separately for
each district was taken
during a meeting of the
Vachan Patra Advisory
Committee chaired by
state Congress president
and former chief minis-
ter Kamal Nath on
Thursday, chairman of
the panel Rajendra Singh

said.
“During the meeting,

Nath directed the com-
mittee members to take
into account the aspira-
tions of the people from
different areas of the
state, study their prob-
lems and suggest solu-
tions and based on all
these factors, Vachan
Patra should be prepared,
keeping the requirements
of each district in mind,”
he said.

Nath also asked the
committee members to
prepare a detailed report
about the functioning of
various departments of
the state government, and
to keep an eye on the
“misinformation cam-
paign spread by the rul-
ing BJP” against the
Congress, Singh said.

“This Vachan Patra
will also have promises
for all sections of the soci-
ety, especially those from
the backward community,
Dalits, tribals, youths and
women,” he said.

The members of the
committee also gave im-
portant suggestions for
the Vachan Patra, he said,
adding that the panel
would discuss in detail all
these issues before incor-
porating them into the
manifesto.

Committee members,
including former Union
ministers Suresh
Pachouri and Arun
Yadav, Leader of
Opposition Dr Govind
Singh, former LoP Ajay
Singh and some former
ministers, attended the
meeting.

Cong to have poll manifestos
for each MP district
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ASEAN IN A GROUP PHOTO

President Joe Biden and leaders from the Association of Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN) participate in a group photo on the South Lawn of the White House in
Washington.

BRIEF
Detained

Vienna: The
European Union’s
main representative
at the nuclear talks
with Iran says he was
briefly detained with
colleagues at
Frankfurt Airport, in
breach of diplomatic
rules. Enrique Mora
of Spain, who has
long led the EU dele-
gation at the talks in
Vienna, said the inci-
dent happened Friday
morning as he was
trying to make a con-
necting flight from
Tehran to Brussels.
Mora wrote on
Twitter that he re-
ceived not a single ex-
planation from
German authorities
for why he was de-
tained. An EU official
on an official mission
holding a Spanish
diplomatic passport.
Took out my passport
and my phones.

Spy ship 
Canberra:

Australia’s defence
minister said Friday
that a Chinese war-
ship with spying capa-
bilities had been hug-
ging the nation’s west-
ern coastline in what
amounted to an ag-
gressive act. Minister
Peter Dutton said the
ship was sighted
Friday morning head-
ing north about 250
nautical miles from
Broome in Western
Australia, and had
been tracked along
the coastline for the
past week. Its inten-
tion, of course, is to
collect intelligence
right along the coast-
line,” Dutton said. It
has been in close prox-
imity to military and
intelligence installa-
tions on the west coast
of Australia.

Visas
Colombo: Indian
High Commission in
Sri Lanka on Friday
categorically denied
that it has stopped is-
suing visas in the
country, saying the
disruption was
caused by operational
difficulties due to the
inability of Visa Wing
staff, most of whom
are Sri Lankan na-
tionals, to attend of-
fice. The High
Commission said it
was striving to return
to its normal function-
ing soon. “High
Commission categori-
cally denies that it or
the Indian
Consulates-General or
the Assistant High
Commission of
#India in #SriLanka
have stopped issuing
visas. In the past few
days, there were oper-
ational difficulties
due to the inability of
our Visa Wing staff,
most of whom are
#SriLankan nation-
als, to attend office,”
the Indian High
Commission tweeted.

Indian envoy
Colombo: The Indian
High Commissioner
Gopal Baglay on
Friday became the
first foreign envoy to
call on the new Sri
Lankan Prime
Minister Ranil
Wickremesinghe and
discussed with him
the current situation
in the country amid
the worst economic
crisis, according to
sources here.
Wickremesinghe, 73,
was sworn-in as Sri
Lanka’s 26th prime
minister on Thursday
to stabilise the coun-
try’s debt-ridden econ-
omy and end the politi-
cal turmoil. Baglay vis-
ited Wickremesinghe
immediately after the
latter assumed duties
in his office on Friday,
Prime minister’s office
sources said.

Islamabad, May 13 (PTI):

Pakistan’s Foreign
Office has said that doors
for diplomacy on outstand-
ing issues with India re-
main open, but the envi-
ronment for “a fruitful and
constructive dialogue” is
not there, according to a
media report on Friday.

The remarks by Foreign
Office spokesman Asim
Iftikhar came in response
to questions on ties with
India during a weekly
briefing on Thursday.

In diplomacy, you never
shut the doors,” the Dawn
newspaper quoted Iftikhar
as saying.

India has repeatedly
told Pakisan that it desires
normal neighbourly rela-

tions with Islamabad in an
environment free of ter-
ror, hostility, and violence.
India has said the onus is
on Pakistan to create an
environment free of terror
and hostility.

Iftikhar said that there
was a national consensus
on this issue and succes-
sive governments had pur-
sued the same policy of
seeking peaceful settle-
ment of disputes with
India.

The FO spokesman said
that notwithstanding
Pakis tan’s desire for a
diplomatic resolution of
disputes, the environment
for a fruitful, constructive
dialogue is not there .

The questions were
asked in the context of

overtures by the new
Pakistani government led
by Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif and the
appointment of a trade
minister in New Delhi.

Pakistan Prime
Minister Sharif and his
Indian counterpart
Narendra Modi had ex-
changed messages after
the former was elected as
the prime minister to suc-
ceed Imran Khan.

Soon after he was elect-
ed as Pakistan’s Prime
Minister, Sharif in his in-
augural speech had raised
the issue of abrogation of
Article 370 in Kashmir.

He expressed a desire
for better ties with India
but linked it with the
Kashmir issue.

“We want good ties with
India but durable peace is
not possible until the
Kashmir dispute is re-
solved,” he had said.

Ties between India and
Pakistan nose-dived after a
terror attack on the
Pathankot Air Force base
in 2016 by terror groups
based in the neighbouring
country. Subsequent at-
tacks, including one on an
Indian Army camp in Uri,
further deteriorated the
relationship.

The relationship deteri-
orated after India an-
nounced withdrawing the
special powers of Jammu
and Kashmir and bifurca-
tion of the state into two
union territories in
August 2019.

Environment for ‘fruitful, constructive
dialogue’ with India not there: Pak FO

Washington, May 13 (PTI):

The SARS-CoV-2 virus,
which causes COVID-19,
becomes almost immedi-
ately nonviable if de-
posited on a cash ban-
knote, according to a
study.

The research, pub-
lished in the journal
PLOS ONE, suggests that
the use of credit and
debit cards over cash as a
COVID-19 prevention
measure is not advisable.

The researchers found
that the virus shows
greater stability on plas-
tic money cards, with the
live virus still being de-
tected 48 hours after ini-
tial deposition.

However, no viable
virus was detected on ei-
ther cash or card that was
randomly sampled in the
study, the researchers
said. “Early in the pan-
demic, we had this mas-
sive outcry for businesses
to stop using cash; all
these businesses just fol-
lowed this advice and
said OK we are credit
card only,” said study au-
thor Richard Robison, a

professor at Brigham
Young University (BYU)
in the US. “I thought,
‘Wait a minute, where are
the data to support that?’
And there simply wasn’t
any. We decided to see if
it was rational or not, and
turns out it was not,”
Robison said. The re-
searchers rounded up a
bunch of USD 1 bills,
quarters, pennies and
credit cards and inoculat-
ed the money with SARS-
CoV-2. The cash, coins
and cards were then sam-
pled and tested for virus
detection at four time
points afterwards: at 30
minutes, four hours, 24
hours and 48 hours. The
researchers found that
SARS-CoV-2 was difficult

to detect on the dollar
bills even just 30 minutes
after being placed there.

The study find the
virus was reduced by
99.9993 per cent at the 30
minute mark.

The researchers tested
again after 24 and 48
hours and found no live
virus on the banknotes.
In contrast, the virus
only reduced 90 per cent
on money cards at the 30-
minute mark, they said.
While this reduction rate
increased to 99.6 per cent
by four hours, and 99.96
per cent by 24 hours, the
live virus was still de-
tectable on the money
cards 48 hours later. The
coins performed similar-
ly to the plastic cards,

with a strong initial re-
duction in virus pres-
ence, yet still testing posi-
tive for the live virus after
24 and 48 hours.

Researchers were sur-
prised by the instability
of the paper banknotes,
which in the US are a
blend of 75 per cent cot-
ton and 25 per cent linen.

After putting 1 million
viable virus particles on
the bills, they could not
find any virus at all after
24 hours. The research
team also obtained fresh
samples of USD 1 cash
bills, quarters and pen-
nies from around BYU’s
campus and local restau-
rants to test them for the
presence of the virus.

Within an hour of ob-
taining the money, the re-
searchers systematically
swabbed the surfaces and
edges of the cash or coins
with a sterile cotton
swab. They also swabbed
a collection of money
cards, and detected no
SARS-CoV-2 RNA on the
banknotes or the coins
and only a low level of
the virus on the money
cards.

Covid virus is not viable on cash 
banknotes, study finds

US ready to work with new
Lankan PM Wickremesinghe

Colombo, May 13 (PTI):

US Ambassador to Sri
Lanka has congratulated
the newly-appointed
Prime Minister of Sri
Lanka Ranil
Wickremesinghe and
hoped that an inclusive
government would be
formed quickly to address
the economic crisis and
promote stability in the is-
land nation.

Wickremesinghe, 73,
was sworn in as Sri
Lanka’s 26th prime minis-
ter on Thursday to sta-
bilise the country’s debt-
ridden economy and end
the political turmoil.

The United National
Party (UNP) leader took
over as the prime minister
as the country was with-
out a government since
Monday when President
Gotabaya Rajapaksa’s
elder brother and prime
minister Mahinda
Rajapaksa resigned after
violence erupted following
an attack on the anti-gov-
ernment protesters by his
supporters.

US Ambassador Julie
Chung congratulated the

newly-appointed Prime
Minister Wickremesinghe
on Thursday.

Look forward to work-
ing w/ @RW_UNP. His ap-
pointment as PM, and the
quick formation of an in-
clusive government, are
first steps to addressing
the crisis & promoting sta-
bility, she tweeted.

We encourage meaning-
ful progress at the IMF &
long-term solutions that
meet the needs of all Sri
Lankans, the tweet further
added.

On Wednesday, the
International Monetary
Fund said that it is follow-
ing developments in Sri
Lanka closely and is con-
cerned about rising social
tensions and violence.

In the month of April,
the two sides convened
their first round of talks at
the IMF headquarters in
Washington.

Sri Lanka is hoping for a
Rapid Finance Instrument
(RFI) facility as well as a
larger Extended Fund
Facility (EFF) from the in-
ternational financial body
to help it deal with its for-
eign currency shortages,
which have triggered an
economic crisis.

In the last meeting, the
IMF assured to help the
country with an amount of
USD 300 million to USD
600 million.

According to the IMF,
the island nation will re-
ceive the said amount
from the World Bank over
the course of the next four
months. Sri Lanka has
been grappling with an
unprecedented economic
turmoil since its inde-
pendence from Britain in
1948. Sri Lanka is current-
ly facing the worst eco-
nomic crisis and political
instability ever after
Independence due to man-
ifold reasons both short
and long-term.

Washington, May 13 (AP):

The Biden administra-
tion is cancelling three oil
and gas lease sales sched-
uled in the Gulf of
Mexico and off the coast
of Alaska, removing mil-
lions of acres from possi-
ble drilling as U.S. gas
prices reach record highs.

The Interior
Department announced
the decision Wednesday
night, citing a lack of in-
dustry interest in
drilling off the Alaska
coast and conflicting
court rulings that have
complicated drilling ef-
forts in the Gulf of
Mexico, where the bulk
of U.S. offshore drilling
takes place,

The decision likely
means the Biden admin-
istration will not hold a
lease sale for offshore
drilling this year and
comes as Interior ap-

pears set to let a mandato-
ry five-year plan for off-
shore drilling expire next
month. Unfortunately,
this is becoming a pattern
the administration talks
about the need for more
supply and acts to restrict
it,’’ said Frank
Macchiarola, senior vice
president of the
American Petroleum

Institute, the top lobbying
group for the oil and gas
industry.

“As geopolitical volatili-
ty and global energy
prices continue to rise, we
again urge the adminis-
tration to end the uncer-
tainty and immediately
act on a new five-year pro-
gram for federal offshore
leasing,’’ he said.

Biden cancels offshore oil lease
sales in Gulf Coast, AlaskaKyiv, May 13 (AP):

A Russian soldier is
scheduled to go on trial
Friday in the killing of an
unarmed Ukrainian civil-
ian, marking the first time
since the start of the inva-
sion that a member of the
Russian military will be
prosecuted for a war crime.

Sgt. Vadim Shyshimarin
stands accused of shooting
the 62-year-old man in the
head through an open car
window in the northeastern
village of Chupakhivka. He
faces up to life in prison
under the penalties spelled
out in the section of the
Ukrainian criminal code
that addresses the laws and
customs of war.

Shyshimarin’s attorney,
Victor Ovsyanikov, ac-
knowledged that the case
against him is strong, but
said the final decision over
what evidence to allow will
be made by the court in
Kyiv. Ovsyanikov said
Thursday that he and his

client had not yet decided
how he will plead.

Shyshimarin, a 21-year-
old captured member of a
tank unit, goes on trial as
Ukraine’s top prosecutor
conducts an ever-growing
number of investigations
into allegations that
Russian troops killed, tor-
tured and abused Ukrainian
civilians.

Prosecutor General Iryna
Venediktova’s office has
said it is looking into more
than 10,700 potential war
crimes involving more than
600 suspects, including
Russian soldiers and gov-

ernment officials.
Many of the alleged

atrocities came to light last
month after Moscow’s
forces ended their bid to
capture Kyiv and withdrew
from around the capital, ex-
posing mass graves and
streets and yards strewn
with bodies in towns such
as Bucha.

As the inaugural war-
crimes case in Ukraine,
Shyshimarin’s prosecution
is being watched closely.
Volodymyr Yavorskyy, coor-
dinator at the Center for
Civil Liberties in Kyiv, one
of Ukraine’s largest human

rights groups, said activists
will monitor the Russian
soldier’s trial to ensure that
his legal rights are protect-
ed. It can be difficult, he
said, to maintain the neu-
trality of court proceedings
during wartime.

The observance of the
trial’s rules and norms “will
determine how similar
cases will be handled in the
future, Yavorskyy said.
Vadim Karasev, an inde-
pendent Kyiv-based politi-
cal analyst, said it’s impor-
tant for Ukrainian authori-
ties “to demonstrate that
the war crimes will be
solved and those responsi-
ble will be brought to justice
in line with international
standards. Over the past
week, Venediktova, her of-
fice and the Security
Service of Ukraine, the
country’s law enforcement
agency, have posted a few
details from the investiga-
tion into Shyshimarin’s ac-
tions on their social media
accounts.

Russian soldier to go on trial in first war-crimes case

United Nations, May 13 (AP):

The war in Ukraine is a
“child rights crisis”
where education is under
attack, nearly 100 young-
sters have been killed in
just the last month, and
millions more have been
forced to flee their homes,
the UN children’s agency
said Thursday.

Omar Abdi, deputy ex-
ecutive director of
UNICEF, told the UN
Security Council that
children are paying “an
unconscionably high

price” in the war, with 239
confirmed killed and 355
wounded since Russia’s
invasion of Ukraine on
Februrary 24. He said the
actual numbers are much
higher.

“These attacks must
stop,” he said.
“Ultimately, children
need an end to this war —
their futures hang in the
balance.”

Abdi said the school
year came to a standstill
after Russia invaded its
smaller neighbour, and as
of last week, at least 15 of

89 UNICEF-supported
schools in the country’s
east had been damaged or
destroyed in the fighting.

“Hundreds of schools
across the country are re-
ported to have been hit by
heavy artillery, airstrikes
and other explosive
weapons in populated
areas, while other schools
are being used as infor-
mation centres, shelters,
supply hubs or for mili-
tary purposes — with
long-term impact on chil-
dren’s return to educa-
tion,” Abdi said.

UN: Ukraine war is ‘child rights
crisis’ with school attacks

W hat do you need to
make your garden

grow? As well as plenty of sun-
shine alternating with gentle
showers of rain and busy bees
and butterflies to pollinate the
plants you need good, rich soil
to provide essential minerals.
But imagine you had no rich
soil, or showers of rain, or bees
and butterflies. And the sun-
shine was either too harsh and
direct or absent causing freez-
ing temperatures.

Could plants grow in such an
environment and, if so, which
ones? This is the question that
colonists on the Moon (and
Mars) would have to tackle if
(or when) human exploration of
our planetary neighbours goes
ahead. Now a new study, pub-
lished in Communications
Biology, has started to provide
answers.

The researchers behind the
study cultivated the fast-grow-
ing plant Arabidopsis thaliana
in samples of lunar regolith
(soil) brought back from three
different places on the Moon by
the Apollo astronauts.

Dry and barren soil
This is not the first time that

attempts have been made to
grow plants in lunar regolith
though, but it is the first to
demonstrate why they don't
thrive.

The lunar regolith is very dif-
ferent from terrestrial soils. For
a start, it doesn't contain organ-
ic matter (worms, bacteria, de-
caying plant matter) that is

characteristic of soil on Earth.
Neither does it have an inher-
ent water content.

But it is composed of the
same minerals as terrestrial
soils, so assuming that the lack
of water, sunlight and air is
ameliorated by cultivating
plants inside a lunar habitat,
then the regolith could have the
potential to grow plants.

The research showed that
this is indeed the case. Seeds of
A. thaliana germinated at the
same rate in Apollo material as
they did in the terrestrial soil.
But while the plants in the ter-
restrial soil went on to develop
root stocks and put out leaves,
the Apollo seedlings were stunt-
ed and had poor root growth.

The main thrust of the re-
search was to examine plants at
the genetic level. This allowed
the scientists to recognise
which specific environmental
factors evoked the strongest ge-
netic responses to stress. They
found that most of the stress re-
action in all the Apollo
seedlings came from salts,
metal and oxygen that is highly
reactive (the last two of which
are not common in terrestrial
soil) in the lunar samples.

The three Apollo samples
were affected to different ex-
tents, with the Apollo 11 sam-
ples being the slowest to grow.
Given that the chemical and
mineralogical composition of
the three Apollo soils were fair-
ly similar to each other, and to
the terrestrial sample, the re-
searchers suspected that nutri-
ents weren't the only force at
play.

The terrestrial soil, called
JSC-1A, was not a regular soil.
It was a mixture of minerals
prepared specifically to simu-
late the lunar surface, and con-
tained no organic matter.

The starting material was
basalt, just as in lunar regolith.
The terrestrial version also con-
tained natural volcanic glass as
an analogue for the glassy ag-

glutinates small mineral frag-
ments mixed with melted glass
that are abundant in lunar re-
golith.

The scientists recognised the
agglutinates as one of the po-
tential reasons for lack of
growth by the seedlings in the
Apollo soil compared to the ter-
restrial soil, and also for the dif-
ference in growth patterns be-
tween the three lunar samples.

Agglutinates are a common
feature of the lunar surface.
Ironically, they are formed by a
process referred to as lunar gar-
dening . This is the way that the
regolith changes, through bom-
bardment of the Moon's surface
by cosmic radiation, solar wind
and minuscule meteorites, also
known as space weathering.

Because there is no atmos-
phere to slow down the tiny me-
teorites hitting the surface, they
impact at high velocity, causing
melting and then quenching
(rapid cooling) at the impact
site.

Gradually, small aggregates
of minerals build up, held to-
gether by glass. They also con-
tain tiny particles of iron metal
(nanophase iron) formed by the
space weathering process.

It is this iron that is the
biggest difference between the
glassy agglutinates in the
Apollo samples and the natural
volcanic glass in the terrestrial
sample. This was also the most
probable cause of the metal-as-
sociated stress recognised in
the plant's genetic profiles.

So the presence of aggluti-
nates in the lunar substrates
caused the Apollo seedlings to
struggle compared with the
seedlings grown in JSC-1A, par-
ticularly the Apollo-11 ones.
The abundance of agglutinates
in a lunar regolith sample de-
pends on the length of time that
the material has been exposed
on the surface, which is re-
ferred to as the maturity of a
lunar soil.

Very mature soils have been

on the surface for a long time.
They are found in places where
regolith has not been disturbed
by more recent impact events
that created craters, whereas
immature soils (from below the
surface) occur around fresh
craters and on steep crater
slopes.

The three Apollo samples had
different maturities, with the
Apollo 11 material being the
most mature. It contained the
most nanophase iron and ex-
hibited the highest metal-asso-
ciated stress markers in its ge-
netic profile.
The importance of young soil

The study concludes that
the more mature regolith was
a less effective substrate for
growing seedlings than the
less mature soil. This is an
important conclusion, be-
cause it demonstrates that
plants could be grown in
lunar habitats using the re-
golith as a resource. But that
the location of the habitat
should be guided by the matu-
rity of the soil.

And a last thought: it struck
me that the findings could
also apply to some of the im-
poverished regions of our
world. I don't want to rehearse
the old argument of Why
spend all this money on space
research when it could be bet-
ter spent on schools and hos-
pitals? . That would be the
subject of a different article.

But are there technology
developments that arise from
this research that could be ap-
plicable on Earth? Could what
has been learned about stress-
related genetic changes be
used to develop more drought-
resistant crops? Or plants that
could tolerate higher levels of
metals?

It would be a great achieve-
ment if making plants grow
on the Moon was instrumen-
tal in helping gardens to grow
greener on Earth.
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The gold digger 
Thankfully and ultimate-

ly the APCC has been able
to get rid of a termite
which has been eating the
party from inside. He is
none other than our for-
mer APCC chief and an ex-
jailbird, namely Ripun
Bora, who very recently
has crossed over to the
TMC, catching Bhupen
Bora off guard. Ripun
Bora is a gold digger seek-
ing new pasture under
merciless Mamta
Banerjee, the Chief
Minister of West Bengal
known for her cruelty to-
wards her political adver-
saries. We, the one- time
followers of Ripun Bora,
are waiting with our fin-
gers crossed to watch his
new role under merciless
Mamata Banerjee and his
one-time compatriot
Sushmita Dev, who also de-
serted the sinking boat for
political survival. A new
incarnation of Ripun Bora
as TMC chief in Assam
may be yet another episode
of Ripun Bora's misadven-
ture, as evinced by the
utter high-handed attitude
of his party men towards
mediapersons recently at
Guwahati in their very
first outing. This is noth-
ing but the writing on the
wall, which we the sons
and daughters of the soil
feel and predict. Still, I
wish Ripun Bora good luck
in his new innings.

Dr Ashim Chowdhury,
via mail

A legend 
passes away

In the passing of Santoor
maestro Pandit Shivkumar
Sharma, the nation has
lost one of its most illustri-
ous sons, who aggrandized
the string instrument to
the status of Sitar and
Sarod, and placed it on a
high pedestal in Indian
classical music through
his works. Cascading flow
of notes effusing from his
stringed instrument be-
longing to the folk circuit
of Jammu and Kashmir,
would waft through the
wind and would transport
the connoisseurs to a state
of trance, and send them
into rapturous delight. It
was his deep passion and
determination that took
Santoor, so inherent to its
culture, to the glorious sta-
tus of classical instrument
at the international level.
With Pandit Hariprasad
Chaurasia, he composed
music for many Hindi
films, including Silsila,
Chandni and Darr. For his
gargantuan contribution
to Indian classical music,
the nation must confer the
highest civilian award of
Bharat Ratna posthumous-
ly on Pandit Shivkumar
Sharma, which he richly
deserves.

Ranganathan
Sivakumar, Chennai
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WHAT THEY TWEET!

HHaarrsshhaa  BBhhooggllee

@@bbhhoogglleehhaarrsshhaa

If the emotions have cooled
and some of you are done
with the abuse and anger, I
could explain what hap-
pens. A lot of the abuse,
and the corresponding
motives assigned, came
out of ignorance. So here is
a thread for those with an

open mind (1/n)

EElloonn  MMuusskk@@eelloonnmmuusskk

Biden’s mistake is that he thinks
he was elected to transform the
country, but actually everyone
just wanted less drama

AAmmiitt  MMaallvviiyyaa@@aammiittmmaallvviiyyaa

The country experienced an era of debili-
tating inflation between 2010 and 2014.
Under the UPA, retail inflation was more
than 9% in 22 of the 28 months (from Jan
2012 to Apr 2014). During this time infla-
tion crossed the double-digit mark nine
times! There was no external crisis.

KKuusshhaann  NNaannddyy
@@KKuusshhaannNNaannddyy

Watching #Modern Love
Mumbai and found the first
episode a delightful watch.
@fattysanashaikh’s endear-
ing act as the woman on the
path of self realisation and
hope, kept me hooked.
Looking forward to catching
up with the rest
@PritishNandy@RangitaNan

dy All the best, always!

aarrjjuunn  rraammppaall@@rraammppaallaarrjjuunn

Teaching @KapilSharmaK9 paaji to pose, zabaradast show, zabardast insan, thank you team at
#KapilSharmaShow for a #Dhaakad time. Still laughing. Show airs on Sunday. #Dhaakad20thMay.

JJeeffff  BBeezzooss@@JJeeffffBBeezzooss

Agree 100%. Would add:
Civility is hard. Name calling
and ad hominem attacks are
easy and when you use them it
makes it harder to work
together.

I ndia’s imports from Russia witnessed a more than three-fold jump
to $4.67 billion from a year before since the Ukraine conflict began

on February 24, despite pressure from Western nations. The surge in
shipments from Russia is thanks to New Delhi’s efforts to strike good
deals with Russian suppliers to tide over a growing shortfall of crude oil
and other inputs like coal and fertilisers. The rise in imports from
Moscow suggests New Delhi, a net importer of commodities, has re-
mained steadfast in its commitment to chart its own path despite
mounting Western pressure to shun “cheap” Russian oil, especially
when its critics themselves are larger buyers of Russian fossil fuels.
Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman recently defended the move, say-
ing, “I will put my country’s interest first and energy security first. If oil
is available and at a discount, why shouldn’t I buy it?” In a similar re-
frain, External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar, too, decried the “cam-
paign” against India on oil imports from Russia. India’s total oil purchas-
es from Russia in a month would probably be less than what Europe
does in an afternoon, he said recently. Russia was reportedly offering
discounts of as much as $30-35 per barrel on its flagship Urals grade to
woo India. Interestingly, Russia exported fossil fuels worth $63 billion in
the first two months of the Ukraine conflict, with bulk going to the EU. 

The largest importers of Russian coal, oil and gas were Germany, Italy
and China. Interestingly, the data compiled by the Centre for Research
on Energy and Clean Air show even the US imported more fossil fuels
from Russia than India during this period. But, India’s exports to Russia
crashed 57% year-on-year to just $266 million during this period, mainly
due to logistics and payment issues in the aftermath of Western sanc-
tions on Moscow. Indian exporters haven’t yet been able to supply much
to Russia in the wake of the war, as shipping lines are reluctant to take
bookings to and from Russia. This has hit the despatches of dry cargo.
Moreover, some payments for goods supplied to Russia even before the
war are still stuck, as the US and its European allies have blocked select
key Russian banks from the SWIFT financial-messaging infrastructure
for cross-border payment. Of course, the payment crisis has eased con-
siderably in recent weeks and several Russian firms have evinced
greater interest in sourcing more from India. However, given the supply-
chain disruptions, many domestic exporters still remain jittery and are
awaiting the war to be over. Exports of drug formulations and biologi-
cals dropped 41% to $60 million, while those of bulk drugs and interme-
diates eased 19% to $17 million between February 24 and May 8. Marine
product exports collapsed 91% to just $2 million; telecom instrument
despatches dropped 20% to $32 million; and iron & steel shipments
plunged 56% to $14 million. In a nutshell, India’s exports to Russia hit
$3.3 billion in FY22, while its imports stood at $9.79 billion.

Massive jump in India’s
imports from Russia

W ikimedia Foundation (WMF), the organization that runs the free
online encyclopedia Wikipedia, has stopped accepting cryp-

tocurrency donations, the no-profit with a mission to bring free knowl-
edge to all, said on May 1. The news was broken on Twitter by a Wikipedia
editor, Molly White who goes by the username Gorilla Warfare. She also
posted the WMF statement to this effect, addressed to the community
members. White who is a 27-year-old software developer with a special
interest in Web3 is an American citizen based in Massecheutes. She
began editing Wikipedia in 2008 at the age of 13 and has been one of the
most prolific editors at Wikipedia. Molly White has also been an adminis-
trator and a member of WMF’s Arbitration Committee, a sort of “Supreme
Court of Wikipedia”.   It was Molly White who proposed WMF to discon-
tinue crypto donations. Accepting cryptocurrencies would mean that the
world’s most popular free online knowledge platform approves of every-
thing that cryptocurrencies stand for and it may be harming the image of
Wikimedia and all its products including Wikipedia, she argued. She also
said that cryptocurrencies are extremely energy-intensive and, therefore,
environmentally unsustainable. Wikipedia doesn’t run advertisements
and donations and free contributions from volunteers such as Molly White
keep this platform going. WMF generated $157 million in 2021 and $127.2
million in 2020, mostly through donations. It’s the passion of volunteers
and donors to maintain Wikipedia as a source of reference for unbiased
knowledge and information that keeps the WMF community working on
this project. On Molly White’s proposal to discontinue crypto donations,
WMF began an online discussion among the community members and it
continued for about 3 months, from January 10 to April 12, 2022. About
400 community members took part in the discussion and finally voting
was conducted where community members endorsed Molly White’s pro-
posal by an overwhelming majority of over 70 percent. WMF took about
15 days to officially accept the community’s request for shutting its doors
on crypto donations. WMF said that it’s going to disable BitPay, the cryp-
tocurrency payment gateway through which it accepts donations in digi-
tal currencies – bitcoin, Ethereum, and bitcoin cash. For a 27-year-old
Wikipedia editor, who has served as a tech lead at marketing automation
solution provider Hubspot, it must be a great achievement. But for Molly,
while his   is  just  another occasion when   she was   able to deflate bullies
in the business. Back in 2011, she allowed Wikipedia to use her picture in
a fund-raising event. Until then, most people thought GorillaWarfare
should be a male. Once her gender was known, she began being harassed
by people both within Wikimedia and outside. 

Wikipedia editors would harass her with what’s called “hounding” --
finding fault with her work, rejecting them on one pretext or another, and
deleting images, bios, other features, and so on. People dug into her and
her relatives’ Facebook accounts and began sending threatening sexually
graphic messages and images, among other harassment. Many of these
details were discussed by Wikimedia Foundation CEO Katherine Maher in
a speech in 2016. In an article “The Tensions Behind Wikipedia’s New
Code of Conduct” on Slate.com written in partnership with Arizona State
University and published in March last year, the malicious behavior of the
Wikimedia community toward each other is discussed. This article opens
with a reference to Molly White’s experiences at Wikimedia. At one point
it says, “The hounding editor is tracking the other editor, following all of
their moves, and disrupting them, often with the aim of causing frustra-
tion and distress. It’s the Wikipedia equivalent of stalking.” Released in
February 2021, Wikimedia’s Universal Code of Conduct for community
members that come from 5 continents and 30 languages aims to curb ma-
licious behavior within the community. It “makes clear that harassment,
abuse of power, and content vandalism are unacceptable.” Mutual re-
spect and civility are to be maintained.    The s article says: Wikimedia’s
2018 Gender Equity Report found that 14 percent of the women who were
interviewed had experienced poor community health on Wikipedia, re-
porting issues ranging from a general lack of support to harassment. “I
have had porn posted to my userpage,” said one interviewee. In an inter-
view titled “Why you can't rebuild Wikipedia with crypto” on Platformer,
White demystifies the hype that Wikimedia could be a dream project for
Web3, a concept where users create and own content on a decentralized
platform. She says: I think my experiences with the Wikimedia communi-
ty have given me a pretty realistic view of how wonderful but also how
difficult community-run projects can be. There are some issues that com-
munity-driven projects are prone to running up against: deciding issues
when the community is split, dealing with abuse and harassment within
the community, handling outside players with a strong interest in influ-
encing what the community does. I think this is partly why some of the
best critics of web3 have backgrounds in communities like Wikimedia and
open source—they are familiar with the challenges that community gov-
ernance and decentralization can bring.

Churning behind 
Wikipedia’s decision
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People perform yoga during a yoga event ahead of International Day of Yoga, organised by Regional Outreach Bureau,
at the banks of Lower Lake, in Bhopal, Friday.

How to grow plants on the moon new study

SSuubbrraammaanniiaann  SSwwaammyy@@SSwwaammyy3399

After blocking Ram Setu Heritage
Status, sacking Culture Minister
for sending file to PM for approval
of it, wanting to sell off nationalised
Ramjanmabhoomi land, nationalising
all Char Dham temples in Uttarakhand,
refusing to withdraw Place of Worship

Act 1991, what is left?

MONICA GRADY

YOGA EVENT
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Self-reliant

Mumbai: The coun-
try needs to manufac-
ture textile machiner-
ies, which are mostly
imported, in order to
become self-reliant
and enhance export
competitiveness to
emerge as the global
leader in the sector,
minister of state for
textiles Darshana
Jardosh said on
Thursday. “Our export
competitiveness is
quite evident as we
stand second, only be-
hind China. But un-
like China we do not
have in-house manu-
facturing of textile
machineries. Most of
the machineries are
being imported.

Tata Motors 
New Delhi: Tata
Motors expects its
capex to increase to up
to Rs 6,000 crore in the
ongoing fiscal to sup-
port various pro-
grammes across its
commercial, passen-
ger and electric vehi-
cles verticals, Group
CFO P B Balaji said.
While the company
has committed invest-
ments for its business-
es to get well funded
and the transition to
the electrification
roadmap, it has identi-
fied inflation and semi-
conductors shortage
as the “two big wor-
ries”, while also being
cautious about rising
interest rates and con-
tinued inflation having
an impact on demand
going forward.

Human touch

New Delhi: Jet
Airways will have the
best possible app, web-
site and IT systems
and services among
all Indian carriers
without losing the
human touch, its CEO
Sanjiv Kapoor said on
Friday. “Human inter-
action cannot be fully
replaced by technolo-
gy — it must always
be there as a backup,
especially when
things go wrong (dur-
ing irregular opera-
tions, etc),” he stated
in an email to employ-
ees. The airline will
announce its aircraft
order soon after it re-
ceives its air operator
certificate (AOC),
Kapoor noted. On May
5, Jet Airways con-
ducted its test flight to
and from Hyderabad
in a step towards ob-
taining the AOC.

Interest rate
Mumbai: Mortgage
financier LIC Housing
Finance (LIC HFL) on
Friday increased in-
terest rate on home
loans by 20 basis
points to 6.9 per cent,
from 6.7 per cent, for
select borrowers. For
borrowers with CIBIL
score of 700 and above,
the rate hike has been
limited to only 20 bps,
LIC Housing Finance
said in a statement,
adding that the re-
vised rates are applica-
ble from Friday. For
customers having
CIBIL score (less than
700) maximum hike is
25 basis points (bps).

New Delhi, May 13:  

India wants the World
Trade Organisation
(WTO) to play its role in
containing global infla-
tion, which is impacting
most of the economies of
the member countries.
According to a statement
by India, delivered by
Ambassador Permanent
Representative to the
WTO, Brajendra Navnit,
the topmost priority for
the global trade body
should be the revival of
the economy and sustain
the growth post-pandem-
ic and during a conflict
situation.

“The present situation
has got a new important
problem...and that prob-
lem is the increasing in-
flation in most of the do-

mestic economies.
“These are getting trans-
mitted through food, fer-
tiliser, and fuel crisis and
it is going to devastate
the economy. It is going to
wipe out a lot of gains
which were made before
pandemic...,” he has said.

The statement was de-
livered on May 4 during
an informal meeting of
trade negotiations com-
mittee (TNC) and head of
delegations (HoDs). For
MC12 (12th ministerial
conference), “we think
that the WTO has a role
to play to take care of
these important prob-
lems,” he added. India, he
said, is looking forward
to a successful MC that
will deliver on the critical
issues which the world is
confronting including the

current food crisis and
the ongoing pandemic.
The 12th ministerial con-
ference, the highest deci-
sion-making body of the
WTO, is scheduled to
meet on June 12-15 in
Geneva.

On food security, he
said India is appealing to
the members that there is
a need to find ways and
means to support the ef-
forts of countries that are
in a position to help oth-
ers through distributions
from their stocks during
the current food crisis.
“And we should not link
this in any manner to the
ongoing deadlock in ne-
gotiations in the agricul-
tural sector on WTO’s re-
sponse to the pandemic
which includes both IP
(intellectual property)

and non-IP agenda,” he
added. On the TRIPs
(Trade-Related Aspects of
Intellectual Property
Rights) waiver proposal
to deal with the Covid-19
pandemic, he said it
should be one of the key
deliverables for MC12.
“For us, an outcome on
this proposal needs to be
immediately doable,
practical and one that en-
sures the security of sup-
ply and equitable and af-
fordable access,” he said.
On the proposed agree-
ment on fisheries subsi-
dies, he said India has de-
manded that a full discus-
sion should be held on
distant water fishing at
the technical level and it
should not be left for po-
litical discussion at the
minister’s level.

India wants WTO to play its role
in containing global inflation Mumbai, May 13:  

The Sensex came under
fag-end selling pressure to
close in the red for the
sixth straight session on
Friday as risk-off senti-
ment prevailed amid un-
abated selling by foreign
institutional investors and
concerns over inflation.

The 30-share BSE bench-
mark pared all intra-day
gains and declined 136.69
points or 0.26 per cent to
end at 52,793.62. During
the day, it had rallied 855.4
points or 1.61 per cent to
53,785.71. On similar lines,
the broader NSE Nifty
dipped 25.85 points or 0.16
per cent to settle at
15,782.15. Among the
Sensex firms, State Bank
of India, ICICI Bank,
NTPC, Bharti Airtel, Bajaj
Finserv, Axis Bank and
Maruti were the biggest
laggards.

In contrast, Sun
Pharma, M&M, ITC,
Hindustan Unilever, Titan
and Reliance were among
the gainers. Markets in
Asia settled higher, with
Tokyo, Hong Kong, Seoul
and Shanghai gaining sig-
nificantly. Bourses in

Europe were quoting high-
er in the afternoon ses-
sion. Stock exchanges in
the US had ended on a
mixed note on Thursday.
Meanwhile, international
oil benchmark Brent
crude jumped 1.09 per cent
to USD 108.6 per barrel.

Markets come under fag-end selling
pressure; Sensex falls 137 points

Mumbai, May 13: 

The rupee pared its ini-
tial gains and settled just 1
paisa higher at 77.49 (pro-
visional) against US dollar
on Friday, as inflation con-
cerns and strength of the
American currency
weighed on the local unit.
Forex traders said the
rupee consolidated in a
narrow range, as the
weakness in regional cur-
rencies and depressing
economic data weighed on
the domestic unit, while
intervention from the
Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) restricted the losses.

At the interbank forex
market, the rupee opened
at 77.35 against the green-
back and moved in a range
of 77.26 to 77.49 in the day’s
trade. The rupee finally
ended at 77.49, higher by
just 1 paisa over its previ-

ous close. On Thursday,
the rupee plunged 25 paise
to close at its lifetime low
of 77.50 against the US cur-
rency. On a weekly basis,
the rupee has depreciated
57 paise on the back of a
stronger dollar index, risk-
off sentiment and foreign
fund outflows.

“Among all the drivers,
the liquidity factor is in-
evitably a key driver of re-
cent market moves and

market participants are
rushing for safe-haven as-
sets,” Dilip Parmar,
Research Analyst, HDFC
Securities, said.

On Friday risk appetite
remained dismal with the
benchmark equity index
erasing morning gains
and the rupee also surren-
dered to the dollar,
Parmar said, adding
“weakness in regional
currencies and depressing
economic data weigh on
the local unit while inter-
vention from RBI restrict-
ed the losses.”

Meanwhile, India’s
headline inflation gal-
loped for a seventh
straight month to touch
an 8-year high of 7.79 per
cent in April on rising
food and fuel prices, rais-
ing the odds of an interest
rate hike by the RBI early
next month to tame prices.

Rupee inches 1 paisa higher to
close at 77.49 against US dollar Gurugram, May 13: 

SpiceJet, the country’s
favourite airline and Axis
Bank, India’s third largest
private sector bank, have
partnered to launch the
most rewarding co-brand-
ed credit card, powered by
Visathat will offer a host of
privileges and benefits to
customers. The card
comes in two variants –
SpiceJet Axis Bank
Voyage and Voyage Black,
and is aimed at facilitating
a superlative travel experi-
ence for flyers through
SpiceClub, the first fre-
quent flyer program by a
low cost carrier in India.

Through this collabora-
tion, the two brands hope
to capitalize on the resur-
gent demand for travel fol-
lowing two years of stag-
nation caused by the pan-
demic. Further, with the
shared goal of expanding
their reach to Tier 2 &3
cities and other synergies,

the brandsare committed
to serving a much larger
populace.

Ajay Singh, Chairman
and Managing Director,
SpiceJet, said, “I am de-
lighted to announce the
launch of the SpiceJet-
Axis Bank co-branded
Credit Card. This card will
make every customer jour-
ney an even more reward-
ing one. We are the pio-
neers of the frequent flyer

program for budget air-
lines in the country and
this partnership with Axis
Bank significantly
strengthens the value of-
fering of SpiceClub. Our
association with Axis
Bank – founded on the
shared vision to offer un-
paralleled customer expe-
rience – is yet another in-
novative step towards cre-
ating a world class travel
experience. I hope to see

our customers enjoying
the benefits of this re-
warding collaboration as
much as they love to fly
with us.” Commenting on
the occasion, Amitabh
Chaudhry, Managing
Director & CEO, Axis
Bank said, “We are de-
lighted to partner with
SpiceJet, a brand that
shares our vision of ex-
pansive reach and un-
matched services.

Spice Jet and Axis Bank launch co-branded credit card

Gaydon, May 13: 

The New Range Rover
Sport has made its glob-
al premiere with a dra-
matic world-first climb
up a flooded dam spill-
way in Iceland. The epic
ascent saw New Range
Rover Sport resist the
surging torrent of water
flowing down the ramp
of the Karahnjukar
Dam – the biggest of its
kind in the world – at a
rate of 750 tonnes per
minute. A loss of trac-
tion risked plunging
down the perilous 90
metre drop at the base of
the spillway to the val-
ley floor below.

The third generation
of Land Rover’s luxury
performance SUV is the
most desirable, techno-
logically advanced and
capable yet, mixing an
imposing road presence
with instinctive driving
responses using the

most advanced combina-
tion of chassis technolo-
gies ever fitted to a Land
Rover. The successful
spillway ascent was
screened for the first
time at an exclusive
launch event at Jaguar
Land Rover’s Advanced
Product Creation Centre
in Gaydon, UK. Official
James Bond stunt driver
Jessica Hawkins was be-

hind the wheel as the
New Range Rover Sport
demonstrated its grip,
traction, performance
and composure, com-
pleting the latest in a se-
ries of challenges for
Land Rover’s luxury
performance SUV.
Previous feats include a
record-setting hill-climb
at Pikes Peak, a first
recorded crossing of the

‘Empty Quarter’ desert
in the Arabian
Peninsula and a first as-
cent of the 999 steps to
Heaven’s Gate in China,
in 2018.

Nick Collins,
Executive Director
Vehicle Programmes,
Jaguar Land Rover, said:
“Land Rover’s pioneer-
ing MLA-Flex architec-
ture and the latest chas-
sis systems come togeth-
er to deliver the highest
levels of dynamism
we’ve ever seen on
Range Rover Sport.
Integrated Chassis
Control governs the
comprehensive suite of
innovations, co-ordinat-
ing everything from the
latest switchable-vol-
ume air suspension sys-
tem to our Dynamic
Response Pro electronic
active roll control. The
result is the most engag-
ing and thrilling Range
Rover Sport ever.”

New Range Rover Sport revealed with Epic Spillway Climb 

Mumbai, May 13:  

The country’s largest
lender SBI on Friday re-
ported a 41.28 per cent rise
in standalone profit after
tax at Rs 9,114 crore for the
quarter ended March 2022,
driven by healthy interest
income and better asset
quality. Its standalone
profit after tax (PAT) stood
at Rs 6,451 crore in the
fourth quarter of the pre-
vious fiscal. For the full
year ended March 31, 2022,
PAT grew by 55.19 per cent
to Rs 31,676 crore as
against Rs 20,410 crore in
FY21. “The bank has been
able to deliver reasonably
good outcomes in busi-
ness, profitability and
asset quality parameters.
We have also created suffi-
cient contingency provi-
sions against restructured
books to insulate our bal-

ance sheet from any future
shocks,” State Bank of
India (SBI) Chairman
Dinesh Khara told re-
porters. “I am quite opti-
mistic and confident of
improving our perform-
ance going forward,” he
added. The net interest in-
come (NII) increased by
15.26 per cent to Rs 31,198
crore in Q4 FY22 from Rs
27,067 crore in the year-ago
period. Domestic net inter-
est margin (NIM) in-
creased by 29 bps year-on-
year at 3.40 per cent in Q4
FY22, from 3.11 per cent in
the same quarter of the
previous fiscal. The asset
quality of the bank saw
improvement, with gross
non-performing assets
(GNPAs) declining to 3.97
per cent from 4.98 per cent.
Net NPAs fell to 1.02 per
cent from 1.50 per cent in
the fourth quarter of

FY21. Slippage ratio for
the fourth quarter stood at
0.43 per cent. Khara said
the bank has made ade-
quate provisions for ac-
counts where it is seeing
any kind of stress and
does not expect any sur-
prises coming from NPAs.
“Of late, we have seen
more responsible borrow-
ings and that is why we are
hopeful that we would not
have much challenge as
far as NPAs are con-
cerned. We are seeing a sit-
uation where people have
started repaying as per
their original repayment
schedule,” he noted. Asked
about the bank’s exposure
to Future Group and Srei
Group, Khara said both
the accounts are being
fully provided for. Fresh
slippages during the quar-
ter were to the tune of Rs
2,845 crore.

SBI Q4 net up 41 pc to Rs 9,114 cr on
higher NII growth, drop in bad loans

New Delhi, May 13: 

India’s headline infla-
tion galloped for a seventh
straight month to touch an
8-year high of 7.79 per cent
in April on rising food and
fuel prices, raising the
odds of an interest rate
hike by the RBI early next
month to tame prices.
With factory output meas-
ured in terms of the Index
of Industrial Production
(IIP) remaining subdued
at 1.9 per cent in March,
some economists feel that
another interest rate hike
on the heels of a 40 basis
points increase last week
may slow economic
growth.

Retail inflation (CPI) in
April soared to a 95-month
high on the back of a
surge in prices across all
major commodity groups.
It was way back in May

2014 that CPI inflation was
at 8.3 per cent. Led by cere-
als and products (21
months high), vegetables
(17 months high), and
spices (17 months high),
consumer food price infla-
tion jumped to 8.38 per
cent (17 months high), ac-
cording to data released by
National Statistical Office
(NSO) on Thursday. The
second-round impact of
higher fuel prices has
started reflecting on other
goods and services also.

Core inflation, which
has remained at more
than 5 per cent for 24 con-
secutive months, in April
also touched 95-month
high at 6.97 per cent.
“Given these trends, the
RBI may consider increas-
ing the policy rate further
by 50 basis points or more
in one or two steps,” said D
K Srivastava, Chief Policy

Advisory, EY India. “With
higher rates, investment
and growth may be ad-
versely affected.” WPI in-
flation has tended to be
even higher than the CPI
inflation in recent months.
It was at 14.5 per cent in
March. India Ratings ex-
pected monetary tighten-
ing to continue and in-
crease in repo rates by 60-
75 bps and cash reserve
ratio by 50 bps in FY23.
RBI had last week raised
CRR by 50 bps. IIP growth
of 1.9 per cent year-on-
year in March was a five-
month high and compared
with 1.5 per cent in the pre-
vious month, according to
official data released
Thursday. Electricity pro-
duction recorded the
sharpest increase, as it
rose 6.1 per cent while
mining activity slowed
slightly to 4 per cent.

Inflation surges to 8-yr high,
interest rate hike may be on cards

New Delhi, May 13:

Prices of home appli-
ances and consumer elec-
tronics, including TV,
washing machines, and re-
frigerators, are expected to
go up by 3 to 5 per cent
from May end or the first
week of June as manufac-
turers pass on the impact
of rising input costs to
buyers, according to in-
dustry players. Moreover,
the depreciating Indian

rupee against the US dol-
lar has put further woes
on manufacturers as im-
ported components have
become costlier, with the
industry largely being de-
pendent on imports for
key components. Adding
to the challenges, there
has been shortage of parts
triggered by piling up of
containers at Shanghai
port due to strict lockdown
in the city following the
surge in COVID-19 cases.

Consumer durables 
to see 3-5 pc price hikes 

New Delhi, May 13: 

The government has
fixed the issue price of LIC
shares at Rs 949 apiece, the
upper end of the IPO price
band, ahead of the listing of
the country’s largest insur-
er on May 17. However, LIC
policyholders and retail in-
vestors have got the shares
at a price of Rs 889 and Rs
904 a piece, respectively. The
Initial Public Offering (IPO)
of Life Insurance
Corporation (LIC) closed on
May 9 and shares were allo-
cated to bidders on May 12.
The government sold over
22.13 crore shares or 3.5 per
cent stake in LIC through
the IPO at a price band of
Rs 902-949 a share. The re-
tail investors and eligible
employees of LIC were of-
fered a discount of Rs 45 per
equity share over the issue
price, while policyholders

got a discount of Rs 60 per
share. As per the prospec-
tus filed by LIC on May 12,
the offer price of the share
sale has been fixed at Rs 949
per equity share. Shares
were allocated to policy-
holders and retail investors
after applying the discount
applicable to them. The
share sale fetched the gov-
ernment around Rs 20,557
crore. The LIC IPO —
India’s largest to date —
closed with nearly 3 times
subscription, predominate-
ly lapped up by retail and
institutional buyers, but
foreign investor participa-
tion remained muted. So
far, the amount mobilised
from the IPO of Paytm in
2021 was the largest ever at
Rs 18,300 crore, followed by
Coal India (2010) at nearly
Rs 15,500 crore and Reliance
Power (2008) at Rs 11,700
crore.

Govt fixes LIC issue price 
at Rs 949 a share; policyholders,

retail investors get discount

ACROSS

1. Hit-or-____

5. Wanderer

10. Film legend ____ Hayworth

14. Feed the kitty

15. Marry clandestinely

16. Genesis locale

17. Malicious

18. Rips

19. Dryer outlet

20. Pointer

22. Cut off

23. Devours

24. Hi-fi system

26. Fox’s home

28. Over

31. Underwrite

35. Make lace

38. Slept through winter

40. Beat it!

43. Likewise not

44. Informal speech

45. Attractive in a snapshot

48. Gardening tool

49. Decide

50. Bread ingredient

53. Snaky fishes

55. Having rows

59. Toward the floor

62. Imitator

65. Trap

66. Secondhand

67. Tuckered out

69. Summer coolers

70. ____ Macpherson

71. Silly

72. Shaving cut

73. Related

74. Homes for birds

75. Little children

DOWN

1. Mothers
2. Sluggish
3. Fixed gaze
4. Madrid matron
5. Fisherman’s tool
6. Bullring shouts
7. Lament
8. Fourth month
9. Hopelessness
10. About-face
11. Mental image
12. Camping need
13. Colony insects
21. Spider’s home
25. Impressed utterance
27. Country lodgings
29. Grape plant
30. Dark wood

32. Provo’s state
33. Nevada resort
34. Rim
35. Recipe measures (abbr.)
36. Feel bad
37. Jog
39. New York’s canal
41. Was present at
42. Beauty mark
46. Molded dessert
47. Puma, e.g.
51. Family mem.
52. Renter
54. Backbone
56. AM-FM ____
57. Upright
58. Students’ tables
59. Song for two
60. Norwegian capital
61. Water source
63. Epochs
64. Lease
68. ____ Moines, Iowa
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There is something in the air today pushing

you toward change or renewal, Aquarius. Is

it time to change your wardrobe or redeco-

rate your home? If so, this is the day. If you

have monetary restrictions, you’ll find it just

as fulfilling (and a whole lot cheaper) to

simply rid your home of all the things that

just aren’t “you” anymore. Surround your-

self with the things you love.

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

The good news is it can only get better. For

today, however, there may be some trying times

in store, Pisces. If you’re a parent, the children

will beg for something every five minutes. At

work, you’ll feel pressure from all sides. Not

even your love life is immune from the doubt

that seems to hover over you. No compromise is

possible today. Just sit tight and know that

calmer days are coming.

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

Today is the day to rethink all those social val-

ues that you take at face value, Aries. Like the

rest of us, you learned them at a young age

and unthinkingly accepted them. Established

concepts of propriety are especially deserv-

ing of consideration. After hearing for years

about all those things that â€œjust aren’t

done,” isn’t it refreshing to think that maybe

they should be done after all?

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

Today is an ideal day to shop for a new

wardrobe, Taurus. You may find your usual

style either too conventional or uncomfort-

ably trendy. Often when you’re out shop-

ping, you’ll reject an item you really like for

fear that it’s too suggestive or old fashioned.

Perhaps you should listen to your own judg-

ment for a change instead of being so con-

cerned with what other people might think.

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

The topic of the day is knowledge and
learning, Gemini. Did you study the field
you dreamed of? Do you feel ashamed of
not having attended such-and-such a
school or program? If those sorts of issues
are uppermost on your mind, remember
that your creativity has little to do with the
degrees you hold and everything to do with
how you use your skills and knowledge to
better the world.

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

An important aspect has passed, and you are

in the process of reaping the benefit from it,

Cancer. It was only a matter of becoming

aware of and settling certain matters related

to your need for social recognition. Don’t be so

hungry for approval, Cancer. Most people con-

tain a stern inner authority figure and can sur-

vive comfortably and self-sufficiently. In fact,

it’s your greatest strength.

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

You may feel hemmed in by the role mod-
els that society currently offers, Leo. As
you struggle to find your own definition of
the truly modern human being, the people
around you sometimes criticize your liber-
ated attitude. Just because their ideas
aren’t in sync with yours in no way invali-
dates them. If your ideas are a tad too rad-
ical, theirs are too conventional. There’s
room for both points of view.

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Today’s aspects are suggesting that
you take a good hard look at the state
of your ego, Virgo. Are you too proud or
too humble? Buddhists say that the
path to spiritual fulfillment lies in
knowing how to build a healthy ego
while at the same time developing a
part of oneself completely foreign to
the ego. Are you working hard at this?

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

A small crisis is still a crisis, isn’t it, Libra?
Expect one in your personal life today. Since
you aren’t one to let issues go unresolved,
you won’t be able to put off dealing with
your problems any longer. Questions
abound. Are work and responsibilities
shared equally with your partner? Are you
both making an equal effort to maintain
relationship harmony? Asking the questions
is the first step to answering them.

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

Something has to change, Scorpio. You knew it

as soon as you woke up this morning. Your mir-

ror provides the impetus for some important

resolutions. Is it time to begin a diet, make a

commitment to exercise more, or strengthen

your resolve to quit smoking? Anything you do

to improve your health will make you feel bet-

ter about yourself. Buy some new clothes or

get a haircut! Other people will notice, too!

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

The only good thing about being on an emo-
tional roller coaster is that you never feel the
same way for long, Sagittarius. One moment
you’re up, the next you’re down. You can’t fig-
ure out what it is you want today. Rather than
bring your loved ones along on this wild ride,
why not take some time away from your usual
environment? You’ll be a lot better off alone.
Who knows? Something important may come
out of these moments of solitude!

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

You might want to check your alarm clock to
be sure it really woke you up this morning,
Capricorn. Your tendency will be to stay in the
cocoon of your own little dream world, deep in
your own thoughts. Obsessive thoughts, in
particular, will try and drown out some more
pressing issues from the past that really need
to be dealt with once and for all. “Ring, ring!”
It’s time to wake up!

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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Muskaan
Mihani

hails 
nurses as

true heroes
of health

care 

R evolving around the
unique bond of friend-

ship between Jagannath
(Rajendra Gupta) and Purvi
(Ismeet Kohli), the on-going
track has piqued the interest
of the audience with its high
octane drama arising from
Alok betraying Jagannath’s
trust by mortgaging the ances-
tral house without his consent
to Purvi being pregnant.
Things have definitely got
complicated in Jagannath’s
life. It is rightly said, ‘if there
is a will there is a way’, and
proving the same will be the
distorted Jagannath who will

try to turn things around and
deal with both the situations
with a calm and positive out-
look. In the upcoming
episodes, the viewers will see
Jagannath Mishra walking
that extra mile to make sure
Purvi has all the support she
needs and motivates her to not
lose hope especially at a criti-
cal time like this. In such a
scenario, it will be interesting
to see how Jagannath deals
with the storms life has
thrown his way. Tune into
Jagannath aur Purvi Ki
Dosti Anokhi at 9:30 P.M.
every Monday to Friday

‘Life comes with

a reset button'

S he is a super star
who is epitome of

grace, she is an iconic
dancing diva, she’s the
official Dhak Dhak Girl,
she’s 101% Shuddh en-
tertainer, she’s Madhuri
Dixit! The supremely tal-

ented actor has given us
many super hit movies
and continues to enter-
tain the masses till date.
Celebrating the actress’
birthday with an infec-
tious smile, Zee
Bollywood - 101%

Shuddh Bollywood chan-
nel will have a day-long
movie festival called
‘Dhak Dhak Day’. The
channel is bringing ek,
do, teen, chaar, paanch…
blockbuster films in this
special movie marathon
dedicated to the actress.
Get set to watch some of
her greatest films only
on Zee Bollywood on
15th May. The movie
marathon will kickstart
with the mass entertain-
er ‘Dil,’ on 15th May at
7:30am, one of the only
two films to have posed
Aamir Khan and
Madhuri Dixit together
in a film. The film set
great precedence for

love stories at the time
with the sizzling chem-
istry between Raja and
Madhu, a treat for all
Bollywood lovers out
there! Next in line at
11:00 am, we have the ro-
mantic film ‘Aarzoo’ that
also features Akshay
Kumar and Saif Ali
Khan. The film is about
a love triangle between
Pooja, Amar and Vijay
and how their life gets
intertwined with an un-
fortunate turn of events.
This 90s movie is the ul-
timate family entertain-
er laced with the perfect
dose of drama, romance
and action, bound to
make your Sunday an

absolute entertainment
rollercoaster. Talking of
Bollywood, dance and
Madhuri and not men-
tioning the iconic song
‘Dhak Dhak Karne
Laga’ is an absolute sin!
So, you guessed it right.
Next up in the movie bo-
nanza, we have ‘Beta’ at
1:00pm, which also
showcases delightful
performances from Anil
Kapoor and Aruna
Irani.

Join Zee Bollywood
in the celebration and
catch Madhuri’s 101%
shuddh entertainment
performances with
special Marathon on
15th May.

Zee Bollywood to celebrate 
‘Dhak Dhak Day’on May 15

S anjay Dutt, who is known for
his personal charisma and

physique, has yet again impressed
with his performance in 'KGF:
Chapter 2'. The actor's 'never give
up' attitude was seen when he was
shooting for the blockbuster Yash-
starrer after he had just pushed
back cancer. And he nailed the vil-
lainous character of Adheera
with his stellar performance.

The actor has now taken to his
social media handle and shared
an intense workout picture, which
shows his dedication as he lifts
heavy chains in the gym. His mes-
sage for his followers: "Nobody
cares about your story till you

win, so WIN!" He should know
this better than most, for he has
set many examples with his tri-
umphs over difficult life situa-
tions in the past.

Sanjay Dutt has some exciting
projects coming up, such as the pe-
riod drama 'Shamshera' (with
Ranbir Kapoor), 'Ghudchadi'
(with Raveena Tandon) and
'Prithiviraj', where he plays the
blind uncle of Prithviraj
Chauhan, essayed by Akshay
Kumar. Apart from these upcom-
ing films, he has signed up for
some more interesting projects,
which will be officially an-
nounced soon.

Sanjay Dutt's mantra:
Nobody cares about your
story till you win, so win! 

OO n the occasion of International

Nurses Day, actress Muskaan

Mihani, who rose to fame with her per-

formance as Dr Sapna in 'Dill Mill Gayye',

has urged people to acknowledge the job

of a nurse in society. She says: "It's impor-

tant for us to acknowledge that the pro-

fession of nurse has expanded and they

are now researchers, health policy advo-

cates and educators, and have advanced

their careers to decipher the role far more

than it had been at inception." "The work

of nursing to consistently influence nurs-

ing concepts not only includes caring for

the sick and the public, but being advo-

cates for wellbeing and impacting positive

patient outcomes." The actress who also

acted in shows like 'Jugni Chali Jalandhar'

and 'Ring Wrong Ring', feels nurses are

the true heroes today.

She continues: "Today, nurses are hailed

as the true heroes of health care, often

placing their own comforts after the

needs of patients they care for day in and

day out." "The definition and roles of

nurses are now sophisticated and can only

be explained through experience, obser-

vation and people's perceptions. And I'm

lucky to learn nursing while enacting a

character of a doctor in turn. And in fact

till date those basic learnings are helping

me." Muskaan also featured in Bollywood

movie 'Heyy Babyy'.

Sony Entertainment Television’s
slice of life drama ‘Jagannath Aur
Purvi Ki Dosti Anokhi’ has tugged
the hearts of the audience with its
endearing narrative that gives a
fresh perspective on relationships.

A ctress Radhika Madan, who's known
for her performance in the Irrfan

Khan-starrer 'Angrezi Medium', has begun
the shoot of her fifth film of 2022 where she
stars opposite Akshay Kumar. Of late, the
actress has been on a work spree as she has
already shot for four projects namely,
'Kacchey Limbu', Homi Adajania's 'SBC',
'Kuttey' and 'Sanna'. Her fifth film has start-
ed with principal photography in Wai town
of Maharashtra.

Recently, Radhika took to her Instagram
account where she shared a video of her
road trip to Wai where she would kickstart
her shoot for the untitled film with Akshay.
The actress would first shoot in Wai and
then in Bhor for the first month long sched-
ule.

Earlier, the actress created a buzz on the
Internet with the announcement video for
her upcoming film where she was seen com-
memorating the auspicious start of the film
by breaking a coconut.

Radhika Madan starts her
fifth film of the year 

with Akshay Kumar in Wai 
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PPuunnee,,  MMaayy  1133  ((PPTTII)):: Struggling
after four straight losses,
Sunrisers Hyderabad will need
to sort their bowling woes
when they take on an inconsis-
tent Kolkata Knight Riders as
both the teams look to stay
afloat in the IPL play-off race
here on Saturday. A series of
losses after a five-match win-
ning streak has dropped SRH
to the sixth spot with 10 points
and they would need to win all
the remaining three games to
salvage any hopes of making it
to the play-offs. With 10
points, KKR, however, are on
the brink of elimination.
Shreyas Iyer’s men have just
two more matches to go and
wins in both will only take
them to 14 points, which might
not be enough with Rajasthan
Royals and Royal Challengers
Bangalore already sitting pret-
ty in the top four with 14
points from 12 games. One of

the main reasons behind SRH’s
awful run in the last few
games is injuries to frontline
bowlers — Washington Sundar
and T Natarajan — and the
sudden loss of form of speed-
ster Umran Malik. It culminat-
ed in SRH conceding more
than 190 plus runs in each of
the last four games. While
Sundar had injured his bowling
hand again, death over spe-
cialist Natarajan had picked up
a niggle. But coach Tom
Moody was hopeful of the
duo’s return against KKR.
Malik, who looked fast and
furious in the earlier games
clocking 150kmph consistent-
ly, has gone wicketless and
conceded too many runs in the
last few games and his form
will be key for SRH. Fazalhaq
Farooqi and Karthik Tyagi were
taken to cleaners by RCB in
their last game, further adding
to SRH’s problems. In batting,

SRH have the quality but skip-
per Kane Williamson will have
to take more responsibility as
he has just one fifty to show
this season. Although
Abhishek Sharma has given
them solid starts, the young-
ster has not been able to
anchor the innings. Rahul
Tripathi, Nicholas Pooran and
Aiden Markram too have been
among runs but SRH batters
will need assistance from their
bowlers, who will have to
ensure that they limit their
opposition to reasonable
totals. KKR, on the other hand,
are paying the price for mak-
ing constant changes to their
playing XI and are now staring
at elimination after losing
seven of their 12 games. KKR,
however, are coming into the
match after beating Mumbai
Indians in their last game and
they would look to end things
on a high. 

IPL 2022:
SRH face KKR in
battle of survival

Mumbai, May 13 (PTI):

Chennai Super Kings
head coach Stephen
Fleming termed the ab-
sence of DRS at the start
of their innings as “un-
lucky”, saying it led to a
chain of events that did-
n’t go in their favour in
the IPL match against
Mumbai Indians here.

The absence of
Decision Review System
due to a short-circuit at
the Wankhede Stadium
for 10 balls during the
start of the innings cost
CSK dearly as they be-
came victim of dubious
on-field umpiring calls.

While CSK opener
Devon Conway failed to
get his LBW decision
overturned after replays
suggested that the
Daniel Sams’ delivery
would have missed the
leg-stump by a distance,
Robin Uthappa too got
out LBW to Jasprit
Bumrah in the next over,
in what looked like a 50-
50 call. “It was a little bit
unlucky that it happened

at that time,” Fleming
said about the absence of
DRS at the post-match
press conference.

“We were a little disap-
pointed, but that’s still
part of the game, isn’t it?
It sort of set off a chain
of events that were not
in our favour, but we
should be better than
that. It certainly wasn’t a
great start.”

The five-wicket loss to
MI on Thursday ended
CSK’s IPL campaign this
year with two matches
remaining. Although
disappointed, Fleming
now wants to look at the
positives. “There were
really some positive

signs. The new ball bowl-
ing of Mukesh
(Chaudhary) and
Simarjeet (Singh) was
outstanding. We have
been developing Mukesh
all throughout the sea-
son so it’s good for him
to be confident of bowl-
ing a spell like that.

“They have made
some gains so that’s a
positive with Deepak
Chahar coming back
into the side, we have
some good new ball op-
tions. We are really posi-
tive about the pairing
going forward,” he said.

“We haven’t been as
good as we need to be, we
are trying to find some
pieces as we move for-
ward.” Out of the play-
off race, CSK will now
test their bench strength
in the remaining games.

“Now that we are out
of the competition, we
have got the opportunity
to play some other guys
in the last 2 games and
hopefully find something
there as well,” the coach
said.

Absence of DRS 
was unlucky: Fleming

Rome, May 13 (AP):

With just 10 days to go
before the French Open,
Rafael Nadal is struggling
with an injury again.
Nadal was hampered by a
foot problem toward the
end of a 1-6 7-5 6-2 third-
round loss to Denis
Shapovalov at the Italian
Open on Thursday.

At one point, the 35-year-
old Nadal walked over and

leaned on his towel box
and grimaced in apparent
pain. He also limped be-
tween points. Nadal
missed a large portion of
last year with a left foot in-
jury. “I hurt my foot again
with a lot of pain,” Nadal
said. “I’m a player living
with an injury. It’s nothing
new. It’s something that is
there, unfortunately. Day
by day is difficult.” It was a
worrisome scene for Nadal

especially with the French
Open starting on May 22.
“What can happen in the
next couple of days, I don’t
know,” said Nadal, who
has won Roland Garros a
record 13 times. “What can
happen in one week, I real-
ly don’t know now.” Nadal
returned to the tour last
week following a rib stress
fracture that kept him out
for six weeks after a blis-
tering start to the year that
included his record 21st
Grand Slam title at the
Australian Open. “It’s dif-
ficult for me to accept the
situation sometimes,”
Nadal said. “Can be frus-
trating that a lot of days I
can’t practice the proper
way.” Nadal was also beat-
en by 19-year-old Carlos
Alcaraz in the quarterfi-
nals of last week’s Madrid
Open. Nadal double-fault-
ed twice then missed a
backhand long to hand
Shapovalov a break of his
serve and the second set.
Shapovalov then took com-
plete control when he won
14 straight points late in
the third.

“Definitely tough to see
him in pain there at the
end,” said Shapovalov,
who will face Casper Ruud
in the quarterfinals. “I
never want to see that, es-
pecially with a great leg-
end like Rafa. ... He brings
so much to our sport.
Hopefully he’s fit and
ready to go for the
French.” Nadal, who has
won the Italian Open a
record 10 times, said his
foot started hurting mid-
way through the second
set, adding: “Then (it) was-
n’t playable for me.”

Nadal struggles with foot
injury in Italian Open loss

Mumbai, May 13 (PTI):

Chennai Super Kings
are out of reckoning for
the IPL play-offs after los-
ing to Mumbai Indians on
Thursday, but captain
Mahendra Singh Dhoni
hinted that his side will
come back stronger next
season with more fast
bowlers in their arsenal.
MI beat CSK by five wick-
ets in a low-scoring match
to send the Dhoni-led side
out of reckoning for a
play-off berth. MI chased
down a target of 98 with 31
balls to spare.

“The fast bowlers, to
have both of them
(Mukesh Choudhary and
Simarjeet Singh) bowling
really well is a big positive.
Not to forget we’ll have
two more fast bowlers
coming in to the next sea-
son and we have a few

more up our sleeves. We
just want to give them
ample time to prepare for
what the IPL holds for
them,” Dhoni said at the
post-match presentation.

“So we have a few posi-
tives that we’ll take into
the next season but what is
important is that whatever
gaps are there, to try to fill
in those gaps so that leak-
ages don’t happen.” The
former India captain was
happy that the IPL has
seen the rise of many fast
bowlers.

“It’s good to have them.
We have gone through a
period where we never
had extraordinary bench
strength with fast bowlers.
Also what happens is fast
bowlers, they take their
time to mature. If you’re
lucky, you get somebody
who in six months’ time
can feature in all the dif-

ferent formats, whether
Test cricket, one-day or
T20. I feel that’s what IPL
is doing.

“It’s an opportunity for
them and a lot of them be-
come slightly more bold
and a bit more courageous
which is important in a
format like this. They
want to take the opposi-
tion head on and that has
been the difference.

“You see a few who are
not those types, who shy

away initially but
as they play more

games, they get
more and more confi-

dent and are able to exe-
cute their plans better.” He
said irrespective of the na-
ture of the wicket, any-
thing below 130 was diffi-
cult to defend. “I asked the
bowlers to show a lot of
character, put the opposi-
tion under pressure and

forget about the result. I
feel both the young fast
bowlers bowled really
well. As far as their contri-
bution is concerned, I feel
a game like this really
helps them. “It’s some-
thing that they start be-
lieving in themselves.
Whenever we start, we
need the same kind of atti-
tude and that’s what is
needed in the shortest for-
mat.” During the CSK in-
nings, Dhoni ran out of
partners, leaving him
stranded at 36.

Asked what he said to
his batters, Dhoni stated,
“What was important is
that when you’re batting
under that kind of pres-
sure, it’s the first few deliv-
eries that are important. I
said to be themselves. If
they want to hit the first
delivery, then go for it. It’s
a chance for survival.

CSK’s fast bowling stock will be strengthened next season, hints Dhoni

Bengaluru, May 13
(PTI): The Indian men’s
hockey team was on
Friday dealt a big blow as
captain Rupinder Pal
Singh was ruled of the
upcoming men’s Asia
Cup hockey tournament
due to a wrist injury. Ace
drag-flicker Rupinder,
who came out of retire-
ment , injured his wrist
during a training session,
according to Hockey
India. Birendra Lakra,
who was named
Rupinder’s deputy, will
lead the Indian side while
striker SV Sunil will now
be the vice captain of the
20-member squad.
Rupinder has been re-
placed in the team by
Nilam Sanjeep Xess. The
Asia Cup kick starts on
May 23 in Jakarta. India
are the defending cham-
pions in the tournament.

“It is unfortunate that
Rupinder has picked up
an injury during the
training session and will
not be a part of the Hero
Asia Cup. Both Birendra
and Sunil are vastly expe-
rienced and have been
part of the leadership
group for many
years now,” coach
BJ Kariappa
said. “While we
w i l l
m i s s

Rupinder,
we have

plenty of op-
tions available
in the pool.

Wrist injury forces
Rupinder out of Asia Cup,

Lakra to lead India

Wellington, May 13 (AP):

All-rounder Jimmy
Neesham has been omit-
ted from New Zealand
Cricket’s list of contract-
ed players for the first
time in three years, mak-
ing way for the
Wellington off-spin all-
rounder Michael
Bracewell.

The 31-year-old
Neesham has played 12
Tests, 66 One-Day
Internationals and 38
Twenty20 Internationals
and batted with Martin
Guptill in the super over
which settled the 2019
World Cup final against
England. Neesham
missed New Zealand’s
One-Day series against
the Netherlands and re-

cently has been permitted
by New Zealand Cricket
to concentrate on his in-
volvement in the Indian
Premier League.

Bracewell made his
ODI debut against the
Netherlands in March
and recently was includ-
ed in the New Zealand
test team to tour Britain.
He is included for the first
time on the list of 20 con-
tracted players released
by New Zealand Cricket
on Friday.

Spinner Ajaz Patel, who
took 10 wickets in an in-
nings against India in
December to become only
the third player to do so
in a test, returns to the
list after being omitted
last season. “Finalising
the list seems to get

tougher by the year,”
head coach Gary Stead
said. “The busy interna-
tional calendar means
we’re calling on a wider
base of talent these days
and the likes of Michael
Bracewell is testament to
the depth of that talent.

“Michael’s been consis-
tently performing on the
domestic circuit for sea-
sons now and we certain-
ly see him as an interna-
tional prospect in all
three formats.

“It’s great to see Ajaz
back on the list after nar-
rowly missing out last
season. His value as our
leading red-ball spinner
is clear and we’re excited
to see the role he could
play in the Test team
going forward.”

Bracewell, Patel among New
Zealand’s contracted players

MMeellbboouurrnnee,,  MMaayy  1133  ((PPTTII))::
Kolkata Knight Riders pace
spearhead Pat Cummins will no
longer take part in the remainder
of the IPL as he is set to leave for
home early to recover from a
minor hip injury, according to a
report. A report in cricket.com.au
said that the Australian Test cap-
tain, who was roped in by KKR for
Rs 7.25 crore, is returning to
Sydney for his rehabilitation
ahead of the national team’s tour
of Sri Lanka next month. 

The report adds that Cummins’
recovery is expected to take a
fortnight. Besides leading the Test
side, Cummins is also a vital
member of the ODI and T20 teams
as Australia is set to embark on a
hectic 18-month-long cricket cal-
endar. The Sri Lanka tour will be
followed by Australia’s T20 World
Cup title defence at home, a
five-Test home summer, a Test
tour of India and an away Ashes
campaign.

Cummins’ IPL stint over,
set to return home early 

New Delhi, May 13 (PTI):

The Indian men’s foot-
ball team will play an in-
ternational friendly
against higher-ranked
Zambia in Doha on May
25, the sport’s apex body
said on Friday.

The match is part of
India’s preparation for the
forthcoming AFC Asian
Cup Qualifiers Final
Round scheduled to be
held in Kolkata from June
8.

The Indian senior team
is ranked 106th in the FIFA
chart, 19 places below the
87th ranked African na-
tion.

“All India Football
Federation confirms a
friendly match for the
Blue Tigers against

Zambia in Doha on May
25,” the AIFF said in a re-
lease.

The match comes close
on the heels of the inter-
national friendlies in
March when India had
played against Bahrain
and Belarus in Bahrain.

The Blue Tigers have
been camping since April
23 — first in Bellary, and
then in Kolkata where the
national squad will also be
playing two more friendly
matches — one against a
combined All-Star XI from
the I-League and the other
with the Bengal Santosh
Trophy contingent.

The Blue Tigers have al-
ready played ATK Mohun
Bagan in another friendly
match on May 11, which
they lost 1-2.

India to play friendly match
against Zambia in Doha: AIFF

Delhi HC seeks Aakar Patel’s reply on CBI’s
plea against order on withdrawal of LOC

New Delhi, May 13 (PTI): 

The Delhi High Court
Friday sought the re-
sponse of Amnesty
International India Board
chair Aakar Patel on a
plea by CBI challenging a
trial court's order direct-
ing the withdrawal of a
lookout circular issued
against him in connec-
tion with a case for al-
leged violation of the
Foreign Contribution
(Regulation) Act. Justice
Yogesh Khanna issued
notice to Patel on CBI's
petition and listed the
matter for May 18.

The CBI had told the
high court that it was not
against the relief granted
to Patel and its grievance
was directed towards the
reasoning adopted by the
trial court and apprehend-
ed that the same would be
used against it in other

cases. While CBI was rep-
resented through
Additional Solicitor
General S V Raju, advo-
cate Saud Khan appeared
on behalf of Patel.

In its petition, the CBI
has said that the trial
court returned a finding
that the investigating
agency can take recourse
to provisions of a LOC
once an accused has ab-
sconded and such a view is
plainly perverse .

In the plea, which has
assailed several other
legal findings for the trial
court, the CBI has argued
that the trial court as well
as the magisterial court,
completely misconstrued
the scope and purpose of
taking recourse to a
Lookout Circular (LOC)
notice. lt is submitted that
a Lookout circular notice
is a lessor form of coercive
action which an investi-

gating agency can take to
ensure that an accused is
available to face the
process of law. The order
of the ACMM (Additional
Chief Metropolitan
Magistrate) suggested that
a lessor coercive measure
like the opening of a LOC
should not be resorted to
without arresting an ac-
cused is completely
wrong, the petition stated.

The fact that even a
bank or a financial institu-
tion can take recourse to
this process of LOC even
without an FIR is suffi-
cient indication to suggest
that reasoning of the
courts below is completely
erroneous, it added. On
April 16, the sessions court
upheld an order passed by
the ACMM directing the
CBI to withdraw the look-
out circular against Patel,
saying the LOC is "bad in
law" and "cannot sustain".

Varanasi (UP), May 13 (PTI): 

The Gyanvapi mosque
management committee
may move the High Court
against the local court's
order over the videogra-
phy survey of the premis-
es that is expected to begin
on Saturday. A counsel for
the mosque panel said the
court's decision delivered
on Thursday is not final
and it may be challenged
in the High Court.

"We have four days to
challenge this order. We
can challenge the order in
the High Court after con-
sultation," advocate Abhay
Nath Yadav said. The
Varanasi court had on
Thursday rejected a plea
to replace the advocate
commissioner it had ap-
pointed for conducting the
videography survey of the
Gyanvapi-Shringar Gauri

complex here and ordered
the completion of the task
by May 17. The district
court also appointed two
more lawyers to help the
advocate commissioner
carry out the survey at the

mosque, which is located
close to the iconic Kashi
Vishwanath temple. When
asked about the hearing
on the plea challenging the
survey in the Supreme
Court earlier in the day,

the advocate said he does
not know much about it.
The Supreme Court on
Friday refused to grant an
interim order of status
quo on the survey. The top
court, however, agreed to
consider listing the plea of
a Muslim party against
the survey.

"As far as the Gyanvapi
mosque management com-
mittee is concerned, we
are contemplating to ap-
proach the High Court
against the previous day's
order of the Varanasi
court," its counsel said.
Advocate Madan Mohan
Yadav, who is appearing
for the Hindu side, said on
Friday said the survey
may start on Saturday.
"Today, the entire survey
team will hold consulta-
tion among themselves
and possibly start the work
from Saturday," he said.

ISRO successfully tests large human-rated
solid rocket booster for Gaganyaan mission

Bengaluru, May 13 (PTI): 

The Indian Space
Research Organisation on
Monday successfully com-
pleted the static test of a
human-rated solid rocket
booster (HS200) for the
Gaganyaan programme at
Satish Dhawan Space
Centre (SDSC) in
Sriharikota, Andhra
Pradesh. The HS200 is the
human-rated version of the
S200 rocket booster of satel-
lite launch vehicle GSLV
Mk III, popularly known as
LVM3, the Bengaluru-head-
quartered space agency
noted in a statement.

"The successful comple-
tion of this test marks a
major milestone for the
prestigious human space
flight mission of ISRO, the
Gaganyaan, as the first
stage of the launch vehicle
is tested for its perform-

ance for the full duration,"
it said. The event was wit-
nessed by ISRO Chairman
and Secretary in the
Department of Space, S
Somanath, and Director of
Vikram Sarabhai Space
Centre (VSSC) S
Unnikrishnan Nair along
with other ISRO scientists.

The design and develop-
ment of the HS200 booster
were completed at VSSC,
Thiruvananthapuram and
propellant casting was
completed at SDSC,
Sriharikota.

The S200 motor, which is
the first stage of the LVM3
launch vehicle intended for
launching a 4,000 kg class
satellite to the geosynchro-
nous transfer orbit, was
configured as a strap-on
rocket booster.

Based on the successful
launch pedigree of this
launch vehicle including

the Chandrayaan mission,
the LVM3 has been identi-
fied as the launcher for the
Gaganyaan mission. For
the manned space mission,
LVM3 launch vehicle un-
derwent improvements
stipulated by the require-
ments of human rating, it
was stated.

Accordingly, a host of de-
sign improvements aimed
at increasing the safety and
reliability of various sys-
tems were implemented in
the S200 booster like all
other systems. These in-
clude additional safety fea-
tures for motor case joints,
robust insulation and igni-
tion systems.

The control system used
in this booster employs one
of the world's most power-
ful electro-mechanical ac-
tuators with multiple re-
dundancies and safety fea-
tures, ISRO said. The sys-

tem is indigenously de-
signed and developed by
ISRO in participation with
various industries spread
across the country.

"Despite the restrictions
imposed by the pandemic,
ISRO could complete the
entire design, development,
realisation and testing
process within a short span
of two years," the state-
ment said.

The HS200 booster
loaded with 203 tonnes of
solid propellant was tested
for a duration of 135 sec-
onds. The 20-metre long
and 3.2 m diameter booster
is the world's second-
largest operational booster
with solid propellant, it
said. During the test, about
700 parameters were moni-
tored and the performance
of all the systems was nor-
mal, the space agency fur-
ther said.
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Gyanvapi mosque management may
move HC over Varanasi court order

Muslims leave after offering the Friday prayers, at Gyanvapi
Masjid in Varanasi, Friday.

Rishikesh, May 13 (PTI):
The Central Empowered
Committee has objected to
the Uttarakhand Forest
Department upgrading an
approximately nine-km
stretch of the Laldhang-
Chillarkhal road through
the buffer zone of Rajaji
Tiger Reserve without tak-
ing statutory clearances.

It had the permission of
the Pauri district adminis-
tration to repair just a
patch of the road but it up-
graded it in violation of a
Supreme Court order, the
CEC said.

Objecting to the upgra-
dation of the stretch, the
panel, looking into irregu-
larities in the Corbett and
Rajaji Tiger Reserves, said
the Pauri district magis-
trate had permitted to re-
pair just a patch of the
Laldhang-Chillarkhal
road which is in the buffer
zone of Rajaji Tiger
Reserve.

SC-appointed panel
objects to upgrading road 

through Rajai Reserve

Microblogging platform Koo bets on
rapid user base growth to overtake

Twitter in India within one year
Kolkata, May 13 (PTI): 

Amid the buzz over
Elon Musk's proposed
takeover of Twitter,
India's homegrown mi-
croblogging platform
Koo is aiming at over-
taking it in the country
within a year in terms
of user base, which has
seen a rapid growth, a
senior company official
said.

Started in March 2020,
the social media plat-
form has witnessed 30
million downloads with
10 times growth in user
base in the last 12
months, and it is expect-

ing the number to cross
100 million by the end of
2022, Koo Co Founder
and CEO Aprameya
Radhakrishna told PTI.

The platform, which
is currently available in
India in 10 languages,
including English, has
operations in Nigeria,
and is looking at more
multilingual countries
like Indonesia as "prior-
ity" nations for overseas
expansion, he said.

It has already raised
USD 45 million and will
"revisit funding plans"
by the end of the 2022,
he said, adding, the com-
pany would be "ready to

explore different types
of monetisation" op-
tions in the next couple
of years.

"We have 7-8 million
active users every
month and are expect-
ing 100 million down-
loads by the end of 2022.

In India, we are larger
than Twitter in terms of
the non-English user
base, and our aim is to
capture the domestic
market and become the
largest microblogging
platform in the country.
We will do that in the
next 12 months,"
Radhakrishna told PTI
in an interview.

New Delhi, May 13 (PTI): 

India loses more people
in road accidents than in a
war, Union Minister
General (retd) V K Singh
said on Friday. Addressing
an event organised by in-
dustry body Assocham,
Singh said road safety is
the most important issue
which the government
needs to tackle.

"More than 1.35 lakh peo-
ple lose their lives due to
road accidents every
year...this number of peo-
ple whom we lose every
year (due to road acci-
dents), is worse than fight-
ing a war," the Union
Minister of State for Road

Transport and Highways
said. The minister lament-
ed that unfortunately, road
safety is considered some-
thing that comes once a
year. "We have road safety

week. We upgraded it to
road safety month," he
said, adding his view is
that it should be a 365-day
affair. "It's not confined to
one week, it is not confined

to a month because there is
so much at stake," Singh
emphasised. He also said
automobile makers should
come forward in the initia-
tive for reducing road
crashes.

There should be re-
search and innovation for
vehicles to have adequate
safety features for reducing
road accident fatalities,
added Singh. The minister
also noted that the govern-
ment has taken several
measures to reduce road fa-
talities, including improv-
ing road engineering and
delegating powers at the
lowest level to improve
roads and remove engi-
neering faults.

Patna, May 13 (PTI): 

The Patna High Court
on Friday directed the
Director General of Police
(DGP) Bihar to produce
Sahara chief Subrata Roy
physically before the court
at 10.30am on May 16 and
asked the Uttar Pradesh
Police chief and the Delhi
police commissioner to
cooperate in the matter.

The bench of Justice
Sandeep Kumar, while
hearing several anticipa-
tory bail applications
filed in cheating cases
committed by non-bank-
ing finance companies
(NBFCs), issued the
order after Roy failed to
turn up despite the
court's instruction for
his physical appearance.

Roy was expected to

appear before the court on
Thursday to explain how
he would return crores of
rupees of investors from
Bihar. Over 2,000 cases of
investors, including
lawyers, have been filed in
the Patna high court for
return of matured amount
accruing from deposits by
small investors.

Man arrested for cheating
over 100 women on pretext

of marriage
New Delhi, May 13 (PTI): 

A 35-year-old man was
arrested for allegedly dup-
ing over 100 women from
across the country of sev-
eral lakh rupees on the
pretext of marriage, po-
lice said on Friday.

Farhan Taseer Khan,
currently residing in
Odisha's Keonjhar dis-
trict, was arrested from
Paharganj in central
Delhi based on the com-
plaint filed by a woman
doctor working at the All
India Institute of Medical
Sciences (AIIMS) here in
March.

In her complaint, the
doctor alleged that she
met Khan on a matrimoni-
al site, where he intro-
duced himself as a bache-
lor and an orphan. He con-

vinced her that he had
studied engineering and
MBA, and that he was
running a business. On
the pretext of marrying
her and that he needed
money to expand his busi-
ness, Khan allegedly bor-
rowed Rs 15 lakh from the
doctor over a period of
time, a senior police offi-
cer said.

During investigation,
the police found that Khan
had created many IDs on
the matrimonial portal
through which he had be-
friended several women
from Uttar Pradesh, Bihar,
West Bengal, Gujarat,
Delhi, Punjab, Mumbai,
Odisha and Karnataka
among other states,
Deputy Commissioner of
Police (south) Benita
Mary Jaiker said.

Patna High Court directs DGP to 
produce Sahara chief Subrata 

Roy before it on May 16

More lives lost in road accidents
than in war, says VK Singh

Union Minister of State for Road Transport & Highways General
Vijay Kumar Singh (retd) addresses the 6th Road Safety
Conference on Safer & Sustainable Mobility with Innovations &
Technology organised by ASSOCHAM, in New Delhi, Friday.

Internal strengthening first,
alliance talk later: Kharge

Udaipur, May 13 (PTI): 

The Congress on Friday
said it will discuss alliance
issues after strengthening
its own organisation and
unifying its cadres as no
partner will come if you
don't have any investment.

Ahead of the three-day
'Chintan Shivir' here, sen-
ior Congress leader
Mallikarjun Kharge said
the party will decide on al-
liances with those parties
that subscribe to its ideolo-
gy and are concerned over
the "attack" on democracy
and the Constitution and
want to save them.

Kharge said the Shivir
will usher in a clear mes-
sage that nationalism and
love for India is the core
philosophy of the
Congress. "This is a fight

between Indian
nationalists V/S
pseudo national-
ists. Those who
stand with the
principles of the
Indian National
Congress repre-
sent the Indian
way of life and
thought that has
sustained this
civilisation for
3000 years," "Not the fake
nationalism of BJP-RSS. It
is the Congress party that
adheres to the Indian path
of rejecting all extremes.
This Chintan Shivir will
usher in a clear message
that nationalism and love
for India is the core philos-
ophy of the Indian
National Congress,"
Kharge said. The political
challenge today for the

Congress is five-
fold, he said, and
asserted that the
party will come
up with a politi-
cal action plan
on rising to these
c h a l l e n g e s .
"First, we have to
retrieve our rich
legacy and her-
itage to inspire
the youth. We

need to redefine our ideolo-
gy to reassure our party
workers and supporters.
We have to reaffirm our
commitment to the
Constitution, of ensuring
liberty of thought, expres-
sion, belief, faith and wor-
ship, the federal structure,
the poorest and the most
oppressed in society. We
have to reclaim the Indian
way of life and what it

means to be an Indian,"
Kharge said.

"We need to reinvent our
politics to transform the
party, society and the na-
tion, including politics as a
form of social service, how
we connect to the people on
issues that matter to them,
how we raise funds from
the people, how we tackle
lies and distortions, and
how we can lead initiatives
that bring people together,"
Kharge said.

On the issue of alliances,
the Congress leader said
the party will formulate a
broad principle and will go
with those accepting the
principles. First we want to
set right our own house. We
want to make the Congress
people more active and
more powerful and then we
will go to others.

Mallikarjun Kharge


