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Meet
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
will participate in the sec-
ond global virtual summit
on COVID-19 on Thursday
being hosted by US
President Joe Biden, the
Ministry of External
Affairs (MEA) said. It said
the summit intends to
galvanise new actions to
address the challenges of
the pandemic and build a
stronger global health
security architecture.

Encounters 
SSrriinnaaggaarr:: Two encounters
broke out between mili-
tants and security forces
in Anantnag and
Bandipora district of
Jammu and Kashmir on
Wednesday, police said.
The terrorists and securi-
ty forces were engaged in
a gunbattle in Salinder
forests in Bandipora, a
police spokesman said.

Cremated 
MMuummbbaaii:: Santoor maestro
Pt Shiv Kumar Sharma was
on Wednesday cremated
with full state honours in
the presence of family and
close friends. The 83-year-
old musician died on
Tuesday morning following
a heart attack at his Pali
Hill residence here.

Bribe
GGwwaalliioorr:: An employee of
the panchayat and rural
development department
was caught accepting a
bribe of Rs 1 lakh from a
sarpanch in Madhya
Pradesh's Shivpuri dis-
trict on Wednesday, an
official said. 

Mishap
NNooiiddaa:: Six school stu-
dents and a 22-year-old
man were injured after
their car allegedly went
out of control and hit a
divider in Greater Noida
on Wednesday afternoon,
police said. The incident
occurred near a CNG
pump in Delta 2 area,
under Surajpur police sta-
tion limits when the chil-
dren were being taken to
football practice.

Arrest
RRaanncchhii:: Jharkhand mining
secretary Pooja Singhal
was arrested Wednesday
by the Enforcement
Directorate in a money
laundering case linked to
alleged embezzlement of
Mahatma Gandhi National
Rural Employment
Guarantee Scheme funds
in Khunti and other suspi-
cious financial transac-
tions, officials said. They
said the 2000-batch IAS
officer was taken into cus-
tody under criminal sec-
tions of PMLA after two
consecutive days of ques-
tioning by the federal
probe agency. 
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BRIEF

Bollywood actors Kranti
Prakash Jha and Nitu

Chandra flash the victory
sign while posing for pho-

tos during Bihar Youth
Conclave, at Gyan Bhawan

in Patna, Wednesday. 
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New Delhi, May 11 (PTI):  

Putting on hold the sedi-
tion law, the Supreme
Court on Wednesday
stayed the registration of
FIRs, ongoing probes and
coercive measures on the
matter across the country
until an "appropriate
forum" of the government
re-examines the colonial
era penal law.

In its significant order
on the law that has been
under intense public
scrutiny, a bench headed
by Chief Justice N V
Ramana said there was
need to balance the inter-
est of civil liberties and in-
terests of citizens with
that of the state. Taking
note of the concerns of the
Centre, the apex court said
the rigours of Section
124A (sedition) of the IPC
is not in tune with the cur-

rent social milieu and per-
mitted reconsideration of
the provision. The bench,
also comprising Justices
Surya Kant and Hima
Kohli, directed the Centre
and states to not register
any fresh FIR invoking
sedition charges until the
sedition law is "under re-
consideration".

The court listed the mat-
ter in the third week of
July and said its directions
shall continue till further
orders.

Any affected party is at
liberty to approach con-

cerned courts that are re-
quested to examine the re-
liefs sought taking into the
consideration the present
order, the apex court said.

We hope and expect that
the states and the Centre
will restrain (themselves)
from registering any FIR,
continue any investigation
or taking any coercive
measures by invoking sec-
tion 124A of the IPC till the
aforesaid provision of law
is under re-consideration,
ordered the bench.

The attorney general,
on previous date of hear-
ing, had given some glar-
ing examples of misuse of
the sedition law like in a
case of recital of
Hanuman Chalisa'...there-
fore, we expect that till the
re-examination of the law
is complete, it will be ap-
propriate not to continue
with the usage of the
aforesaid provision of the
law by the governments ,
the chief justice of India
said in the order.

New Delhi, May 11 (PTI): 

The Delhi High Court
Wednesday delivered a
split verdict on the issue of
criminalisation of marital
rape and granted leave to
the parties to file an appeal
before the Supreme Court.

While Justice Rajiv
Shakdher, who headed the
division bench, favoured
striking down the marital
rape exception, Justice C
Hari Shankar said the ex-
ception under the IPC is
not unconstitutional and
was based on an intelligi-
ble differentia.

The petitioners had
challenged the constitu-
tionality of the marital
rape exception under
Section 375 IPC (rape) on
the ground that it discrimi-
nated against married
women who are sexually
assaulted by their hus-
bands.

Under the exception
given in Section 375 of the
IPC, sexual intercourse or
sexual acts by a man with
his wife, the wife not being

minor, is not rape. The case
will now go to the Supreme
Court. The judges had re-
served a judgement on
February 21 after
marathon hearings on the
rape law and the exception
for marital rape.

On February 7, the Delhi
High Court gave the centre
two weeks to articulate its
stand on criminalisation of
marital rape. The centre,
however, sought more
time. In a sharp reaction,
the High Court had
snapped: "You have to bite
the bullet. If you say the
court should adjourn the
matter endlessly, it won't
happen." The centre had
argued that it had invited
comments from all states
and Union Territories,
given the impact and far-
reaching consequences of
any judgment on social
and family life, and the
consultative process would
take time. A "holistic view"
had to be taken on marital
rape, Solicitor General
Tushar Mehta told the
court.

Bilaspur, May 11: 

The Chhattisgarh High
Court on Wednesday stayed
the proceedings of a judicial
enquiry commission set up
to probe the 2013 Jhiram
Valley naxal attack in which
several Congress leaders
were killed, and issued a no-
tice to the state government.

The state government had
reconstituted the commis-
sion by expanding the scope
of its inquiry last year.

A division bench of Chief
Justice Arup Kumar
Goswami and Justice RCS
Samant issued notices and
sought replies from the state
government and the com-
mission while hearing a
public interest litigation

(PIL) filed by BJP leader
Dharamlal Kaushik, his
lawyer Vivek Sharma said.

The court will hear the
matter next on July 4, he
said. Maoists attacked a con-
voy of Congress leaders in
Jhiram Valley in
Chhattisgarh's Bastar dis-
trict on May 25, 2013, killing
29 people including then
state Congress chief Nand
Kumar Patel, former leader
of opposition Mahendra
Karma and former Union
minister V C Shukla.

A judicial commission,
headed by then
Chhattisgarh High Court
judge Prashant Kumar
Mishra, was constituted on
May 28, 2013, by the BJP gov-
ernment in the state to con-
duct inquiry into the deadly
attack. Eight years later, the

Jhiram Ghati Inquiry
Commission's secretary and
high court registrar (judi-
cial) Santosh Kumar Tiwari
handed over its report to the
governor on November 6,
2021.

Justice Mishra was ap-
pointed as Chief Justice of
the Andhra Pradesh High
Court last year.

Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel and the ruling
Congress, however, ques-
tioned why the report was
submitted to the governor,
instead of the government.

Baghel also claimed that
the report seemed to be in-
complete , as the commis-
sion had sought further ex-
tension of its deadline only
in September 2021, but sud-
denly submitted the find-
ings a few weeks later.

New Delhi, May 11 (PTI): 

A passenger apparently
fainted at the Delhi airport
last week when she was not
allowed to board Air India's
Delhi-Vadodara flight for
being late, with her rela-
tives alleging she was not
immediately provided any
medical assistance

The airline, however, re-
futed the charge, saying a
doctor had arrived at the
spot "immediately" but the

passenger was already feel-
ing better. When asked
about this incident, Arun
Kumar, the chief of Indian
aviation regulator DGCA,
told PTI, "We are seeking a
report from the airline con-
cerned."

A video circulating on so-
cial media shows a middle-
aged woman lying on the
floor near the boarding
gates and her relatives ar-
ranging water for her.

In a statement, an Air
India spokesperson said the
video was in the context of
three passengers who re-
ported after the boarding
gates were closed. The air-

line staff kept calling their
names asking them to re-
port before the gate was
closed, the spokesperson
said.

"After seeing one of them
lying on the floor near the
gate, a doctor and a CISF
personnel were called im-
mediately by our staff to
help her," the spokesperson
said. The passenger started
feeling better when the doc-
tor arrived on the spot and
declined any medical or
wheelchair assistance, the
spokesperson said, adding
Air India always accords
top priority to passenger
safety and comfort.

Amritsar, May 11: 

The skeletons of 282
Indian soldiers who partici-
pated in India's First War of
Independence in 1857 were
found during the excava-
tion near Amritsar, said Dr
JS Sehrawat, Assistant
Professor, Dept
Anthropology, Punjab
University.

The soldiers were said to
have revolted against the
use of pork and beef-
greased cartridges. "These
skeletons belong to 282
Indian soldiers killed dur-
ing India's first freedom
struggle against the British
in 1857. These were excavat-
ed from a well found under-
neath a religious structure
in Ajnala near Amritsar in
Punjab," said the assistant
professor. "These soldiers

were revolting against the
use of pork and beef
greased cartridges, a study
has suggested. Coins,
medals, DNA study, elemen-
tal analysis, anthropologi-
cal, radio-carbon dating, all
point towards the same,"
Sehrawat added. The 1857
revolt was called the First
War of Independence by
some historians. Some
Indian sepoys recruited in
the British Indian army
had revolted against the use
of pork and beef greased
cartridges citing religious
beliefs.

Varanasi (UP), May 11 (PTI): 

A district court will
deliver its verdict on
Thursday in the case
related to the video

survey of the Gyanvapi
mosque located adjacent to
the Kashi Vishwanath tem-
ple.

The court will also decide
on a plea by the Gyanvapi
mosque management com-
mittee (Anjuman
Intezamiya Masjid) seeking
removal of Ajay Kumar
Mishra as the court com-
missioner for the survey,
lawyers said.

The court of Civil Judge
(Senior Division) Ravi
Kumar Diwakar, who had
earlier heard the argu-
ments of the Hindu and

Muslim sides, further
heard the matter relating to
opening of the two base-
ments located inside the
barricading in the
Gyanvapi complex for
videography and replace-
ment of advocate commis-
sioner. Advocate commis-
sioner Mishra also present-
ed his side, lawyer Shivam
Gaur representing the
Hindu side told reporters.

"The court has reserved
its order till 12 o'clock to-

morrow. It is expected that
tomorrow the court will
give the next date for
videography and also give a
verdict on whether the com-
missioner will be changed
or not," Gaur said.

After hearing arguments
of both sides, the court has
reserved its decision for
Thursday, government
counsel Mahendra Prasad
Pandey said.

Meanwhile, joint secre-
tary of Anjuman
Intezamiya Masjid Syed
Mohammad Yasin told PTI
that there is barricading all
around Gyanvapi Masjid
and the Hindu side is talk-
ing about videography of
the two basements located
beneath the mosque by
opening them.

New Delhi, May 11 (PTI): 

The Supreme Court on
Wednesday sought the
Centre's reply on a plea pre-
ferred by NEET-UG aspi-
rants challenging the
Centre's decision refusing to
lower the percentile for
qualification of NEET-BDS
courses for the academic
session 2021-22.

A bench of Justices DY
Chandrachud, Sanjiv
Khanna, and Surya Kant is-
sued notice to the Centre
and sought its reply on spe-
cific points like the total
number of eligible candi-
dates after deducting the ad-
mission granted for MBBS

courses and BDS courses,
the total number of vacant
seats in All India Quota and
State Quota and the total
number of seats available in
government colleges and
private and deemed col-
leges. The bench also sought
to know the reasons from
the Centre for not allowing
it to lower the percentile in
wake of available seats in
government and
private/deemed colleges.

At the outset, Additional
Solicitor General
Aishwarya Bhati, appear-
ing for the Centre, submit-
ted a note to the bench and
said that after the prepara-
tion of the note, the results
have been declared for all
stray vacancies and 111
seats in government col-
leges have been allotted.

New Delhi, May 11 (PTI): 

The government has made it
mandatory to quote either
PAN or Aadhaar for depositing
or withdrawing over Rs 20 lakh
in a financial year or opening
of a current account.
The Central Board of Direct
Taxes (CBDT), in a notification,
said furnishing the Permanent
Account Number (PAN) or bio-
metric Aadhaar will be manda-
tory for such high-value
deposits or withdrawals from
banks in a financial year, or
opening of a current account
or cash credit account with a
bank or post office.
Commenting on the move,

AKM Global Tax Partner
Sandeep Sehgal said this shall
bring in more transparency to
financial transactions where
banks, post offices and co-
operative societies would be
required to report the transac-
tions of deposits and with-
drawals aggregating to Rs 20
lakh or more in a financial
year.
"Further, the mandatory con-
dition of obtaining PAN for
deposit and even for with-
drawals would help the gov-
ernment in tracing the move-
ment of cash in the system. All
in all, this would tighten the
entire process of suspicious
cash deposits and withdrawals
with the already present TDS
provision u/s 194N under the
Income-tax Act, 1961," Sehgal
said.

New Delhi, May 11 (PTI): 

Biological E has submit-
ted an application to India's
drug regulator seeking
emergency use authorisa-
tion for its Covid vaccine
Corbevax as a booster dose
in adults fully vaccinated
with Covishield or
Covaxin, sources said on
Wednesday.

The Drugs Controller
General Of India (DCGI)
had already approved
Corbevax, India's first in-
digenously developed RBD
protein subunit vaccine, for
restricted use in emergency
situations for those aged

five and above. Currently, it
is being used to inoculate
children in the age group of
12 to 14 years.

According to the EUA ap-
plication submitted to
DCGI, Biological E in a
phase-3 placebo-controlled
clinical study, based on the
drug regulator's nod, has
evaluated the safety and im-
munogenicity of Corbevax
as a single-dose booster in
Covid-negative adults fully
vaccinated with either
Covishield or Covaxin. The
study was conducted on 416
subjects aged 18 to 80 who
were vaccinated with two
doses of either Covaxin or
Covishield with the last jab
administered at least six
months prior to giving the
booster dose of Corbevax.

HISTORIC JUDGEMENT

SC puts on hold sedition law
̈ Asks Centre, states 

to not file fresh FIRs The Congress on Wednesday hailed the Supreme Court's decision to
put on hold the sedition law, saying a clear cut message has gone to
subjugators of dissent that "you can no longer suppress the voice of
truth" and those critical of the government must be heard. Former
Congress chief Rahul Gandhi said "telling the truth is patriotism, not
treason" and listening to the truth is 'Rajdharma', while crushing
the truth is "arrogance". Do not fear, he urged people in his Twitter
post reacting to the top court's decision. Putting on hold the sedi-
tion law, the Supreme Court stayed the registration of FIRs, ongoing
probes and coercive measures on the matter across the country
until an "appropriate forum" of the government re-examines the
colonial era penal law. Reacting to the development, Congress's
chief spokesperson Randeep Surjewala said speaking truth to
power cannot be sedition for it is "true nationalism and the true
test" of how committed one is to the country and to the people.

As the Supreme Court on Wednesday put on hold the application of
sedition law, Union Law Minister Kiren Rijiju invoked "Lakshman
Rekha" guiding different institutions, including the Executive and
the Judiciary, and said no one should cross their "boundary".
Responding to queries by reporters soon after the top court gave its
directions, Rijiju said, "We respect each other. The court should
respect the government, the legislature, so as the government also
should respect the court. We have a clear demarcation of boundary
and that 'Lakshman Rekha' should not be crossed by anybody." In
its significant order on the sedition law that has been under intense
public scrutiny, a bench headed by Chief Justice N V Ramana said
there was a need to balance the interest of civil liberties and the
interests of citizens with that of the State.

‘Voice of truth cannot be suppressed’

Rijiju invokes Lakshman Rekha

HC gives split verdict on
criminalising marital rape

282 skeletons of 1857
‘mutiny’ soldiers found

JHIRAM VALLEY NAXAL ATTACK

HC stays proceedings of judicial commission
̈ Issues notice to govt

SC TO CENTRE

Give specific reply on lowering
of cut-off marks

̈ For NEET-BDS
courses

RELIGIOUS GATHERING

Devotees pull the chariot of Sri Porkodiamman during the Yeri Thiruvizha, a local tra-
ditional temple festival, in Vellore, Wednesday.

New Delhi, May 11 (PTI): 

The oil ministry has modified its
gas allocation policy for the city
gas sector, allowing state-
owned GAIL (India) Ltd to
import gas and buy from newer
domestic fields to meet grow-
ing demand from households
and transport sector.
GAIL will pool or average out
the price of imported as well as
newer field gas with the lower-
priced regulated field gas to
supply to city gas entities for
sale as CNG to automobiles and
piped natural gas to house-
holds, a ministry order said. Till
now, city gas entities were allo-
cated natural gas from older
fields, called the regulated or
APM gas. To promote the sec-
tor, the Cabinet had in 2014-15
made city gas a 'no-cut' sector,
which meant all demand of the
sector would be met from
domestic fields.

Govt modifies gas
allocation order
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ED Gyanvapi mosque survey, Varanasi
court to deliver order today

Biological E for Corbevax
as booster in adults

̈ Vaccinated with
Covishield, Covaxin

Quoting PAN or Aadhaar must for
deposit/withdrawal of Rs 20 lakh
̈ Also for current

A/C opening

PANIC ATTACK

Late for boarding, woman
faints at Delhi airport

̈ AI refutes charge
of not providing
medical aid

CENTRAL CHRONICLE,  RAIPUR,  THURSDAY,  MAY  12,  2022

Correction, Examination and Evaluation
N ow a days, State Board,

CBSE and University
examinations are on their full
swings and just parallel, evalu-
ation is also going on so that
the session is started on time.
Under such situation, it seems
relevant to think over the pur-
pose and objectives hidden in
the words -Correction,
Examination and Evaluation
which may invite the attention
of the examiners, students and
the parents also. Obviously,
these three letters vary a little
bit in meaning but a very close
relation also they have which
need to be very clear specially,
to the honourable teachers,
examiners, students and the
parents as well. 

So far as the correction is

concerned, it is an initial state
of rectification in the students'
Notebooks done by the con-
cerned teachers to see the
progressive move of the stu-
dents. It is mostly related to
the homework and classwork
of the students aiming to help
the  students better so that
they do not commit errors in
the examinations throughout
the session. It is very impor-
tant to make the students
learn right words, facts, fig-
ures and ideas which triggers
their thinking chord in the
right way leading them to
reach nearer and closer to the
true aim and objectives of edu-
cation by learning from their
mistakes. 

Thereafter, comes the turn

of examination in which the
students prepared by their
teachers write answers to the
questions with confidence so
that they come out of the ex-
aminations with flying colours.
Naturally, different students

have their different levels of
understanding and they write
the same answers differently,
either positively or negatively.
Now this level of their whole
understanding reflected in
their answer sheets is evaluat-
ed by the examiners during
evaluation. It is needless to
mention and remind here that
evaluation should never be
taken as the correction of note
books as it is quite a different
task from the correction of
homework and classwork be-
cause in evaluation, the total
value of an examinee as re-
flected in his answer sheet is
judged wherein, his personali-
ty  exposed in is also counted.

Especially in language
paper (Hindi, English, Sanskrit

etc) it becomes a little bit
more challenging a job for the
examiners because many a
time, slip of pen, slip of ideas
etc occasionally appear oc-
curred and for this occurrence
the students need not be pun-
ished or penalized. The total
value of the answers written
up to the examinee's level of
understanding and power of
retention should also be
awarded. Though word limit is
not strictly to be followed yet
those follow it honestly, must
be rewarded for this as it is an
important part of examination. 

What I wish to bring to the
notice of the concerned teach-
ers is very plain that while
reading the answers, the ex-
pectation of the students re-

flected in their way of at-
tempting the questions should
honestly be taken into consid-
eration. In other words, major
and important points efforted
must be considered whereas
the minor ones can be ignored
keeping in mind that the
marks awarded in language
papers matter much in the
grand total percentage on the
certificates. So, let's be strict
as well as liberal and judi-
ciously balanced in the evalu-
ation work as far as possible.

BByy  MM  RRaaii,,  FFoorrmmeerr  HHeeaadd  --
DDeepptt..  ooff  EEnngglliisshh,,  CCoouunnsseelloorr  &&
EEnngglliisshh  LLaanngguuaaggee  TTeeaacchhiinngg
EExxppeerrtt

IIBBTT  GGrroouupp  ooff  CCoolllleeggeess,,
AAhhiiwwaarraa

Workshop held for social audit of Mor Zameen-More Makaan

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 11: Bhilai
Municipal Corporation is
providing easy housing to
the people under the gov-
ernment's ambitious
scheme PM Awas Yojana.
Mayor Neeraj Pal is mak-
ing efforts to provide af-

fordable housing to the
needy and eligible benefici-
aries.

Commissioner Prakash
Sarve has given instruc-
tions to the officers regard-
ing this project. On
Wednesday, a workshop
was organized for the so-
cial audit of the approved
houses of Mor Zameen
Mor Makaan BLC compo-
nent under the Pradhan
Mantri Awas Yojana of
Bhilai area.

The Nav Aastha Jan
Vikas Sewa Samiti,

Ambikapur appointed by
SUDA made several sug-
gestions for social audit.
Along with this, sugges-
tions were also sought
from Corporators and ben-
eficiaries. The audit team
visited the wards and dis-
cussed with the beneficiar-
ies to explore the actual sit-
uation.

In the workshop, the
team conducted meaning-
ful discussion with the ben-
eficiaries and sought sug-
gestions for resolving their
problems. The team ex-

plained the problems faced
by the beneficiaries like
timely payment of instal-
ments and lesser area in
lease etc.

In BMC area, a total of
2802 houses are completed
and construction of 1289
houses is in progress.
Team leader Vijay Gupta
informed the beneficiaries
that its report would be
submitted to the govern-
ment.

Apart from the team of
PM Awas Yojana, S
Bhattacharya, Sumit
Sharma, MIC member
Chandrashekhar Gavai,
Corporators Ravi Shankar
Kurre and Anita Ajay
Sahu, Vineeta Verma from
Pradhan Mantri Awas
Yojana branch from Bhilai
Corporation were also
present.

Cluster wise revenue camps 
to be organized in rural areas

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 11: Revenue
camps will be organised
cluster wise in rural areas
and civic body wise in
urban areas of the district.
Collector Dr Sarveshwar
Narendra Bhure gave in-
structions in this regard
during the review meeting
held on Wednesday. The
Collector said that all the
applications received at
the camp should be effec-
tively disposed of within
the stipulated time frame.
Commissioners in bodies
and SDMs in rural areas
should effectively monitor
this initiative. The
Collector also reviewed
topics like drinking water
status, lifting of seeds and
fertilizers for farming,
starting a new session in
schools, etc. District
Panchayat CEO Ashwini
Dewangan, Additional
Collector Padmini Bhoi,
DFO Shashi Kumar, Bhilai
C o r p o r a t i o n

Commissioner Prakash
Sarve and other officers
were present.

Three other districts
also adopted the system of
Durg District and have
started opening the
Aadhaar Centers on
Saturdays also. It needs to
be mentioned here that
Collector Jandarshan had
received an application
with a request of keeping
the Aadhaar Centers open
on Saturdays. Considering
this application, the
Collector had decided that
the Aadhaar centers
would remain open on
Saturday as well. After
this decision, the Collector
also took feedback from

the people. Chips officials
said that on this Saturday,
three hundred people
reached the Aadhaar cen-
ter. It needs to be men-
tioned here that after the
introduction of this facili-
ty in Durg district, other
districts are also adopting
this system and have de-
cided to keep the Aadhaar
service centers function-
ing on Saturdays also.

Collector said that re-
solving pension related
problems of elderly people
is very important.
Instructions have been
given to set up camps for
this purpose. At these
camps, there will be a fa-
cility to identify such peo-

ple who are facing prob-
lems in getting pension
but are unable to submit
their application due to
physical incapacity. Apart
from this, efforts will be
made to identify such peo-
ple whose Aadhaar has be-
come inactive.

Collector said that it is
also necessary to start
preparations for the next
Kharif season. Farmers
should be asked to take ad-
vance lifting of fertilizers
etc so that there is no pres-
sure at the time of farm-
ing. He said that as per the
intention of the govern-
ment, other crops are also
to be promoted through the
Rajiv Gandhi Kisan Nyay
Yojana. Farmers should be
informed about its benefits
and facilities provided by
the government. He said
that the role of co-opera-
tive bank officials is also
important in this regard.
They should make the
farmers aware of the bene-
fits of other crops as well.

Mines CSR of BSP transforming lives in Rowghat
Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  MMaayy  1111:: SAIL-BSP has been engaged
in transforming lives and bringing out im-
provement in the standard of living of peo-
ple in the villages surrounding its Rowghat
Mines Project area for over a decade now.
Be it offering quality English-medium edu-
cation of students in the DAV school at
Antagarh fully financed by BSP, selecting
tribal girls from far flung places near
Narayanpur and funding their Nursing de-
gree at PG college of Nursing, Bhilai and
Apollo college of Nursing, Anjora to assist-
ing them in doing internships at JLN
Hospital and Research Centre, SAIL-BSP has
been taking several measures to rejuvenate,
refresh people's skills so as to equip them
for employment.  Recent initiatives include
giving ITI training to members of families
displaced from Railway line areas of
Antagarh and offering them a secure job at
SAIL-Bhilai Steel Plant after the training.
After completing their 10th standard,
these students are sponsored by BSP to
do ITI and then they are offered a job at
BSP. While the railway line itself is going
to be the lifeline of a large population re-
siding in the area, out of the 177 persons
who have been identified as displaced

from Railway line area near Narayanpur,
and in Kanker and Balod districts, as
many as 135 persons have already
been provided jobs by BSP. The State
government gives a list of families dis-
placed by railway line to Mines-
Rowghat Dept of SAIL-BSP.  Pramod
Kumar, an ACT posted at Medical and
Health Services Dept of BSP hails from
Chogail village in Kanker district. We
were counselled about future opportu-
nities for us and also underwent ITI
training with a scholarship of Rs 2000
per month, he says, adding that lives of
our family members are being trans-
formed due to our secure job. Gajendra
Rware from Kacche, Bhanupratappur
shares that he completed his ITI train-
ing in Bastar and then joined BSP as a
Fitter. Getting a company quarter,
medical facilities and a good working
environment are a boon for us, he said.
Bineshwar Nuruti from Keoti did his

schooling from Antagarh. Having com-
pleted his ITI in Electrical trade from
Bastar in 2017, he got a job in BSP in
2019. I never imagined I could get such a
fulfilling life and a secure job, he said.
These activities have been held under the
guidance of Manas Biswas, ED (Mines &

Rowghat) and Samir Swarup, CGM
(Mines-Rowghat) with the intervention of
SK Soni, GM (NW & Mines),  Anupam
Bisht, GM (Mines), Sachin Rangari, AGM
(Mines), and Daulat Ram Poyam, Asst
Labour Welfare Office or ALWO
(Rowghat). 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 11: Welfare
works for Selud and
Dhorabhata were dedicat-
ed by SAIL-Bhilai Steel
Plant and handed over to
them on May 11, 2022. This
work has been done by
BSP's Corporate Social
Responsibility(CSR) de-
partment and
Environment department.

CSR department has
setup 3 Solar water dual
pumps in Selud village for
ensuring water supply.

Also, a male and female
toilet has been setup
under the Swacch bharat
abhiyaan near Panchayat
bhavan for the benefit of
shoppers, school students
and villagers.

A Public toilet for resi-
dents of Dhorabhata and
toilet for Govt, higher sec-
ondary school for girls and
boys was handed over to
the Sarpanch of Selud and
Dhorabhata village. SN
Abidi, CGM I/c (Services),
T Dastidar, CGM (T & D),
DL Moitra, CGM (Envt

Mgmt) were present on the
occasion.

BSP's Corporate Social
Responsibility(CSR) de-
partment and
Environment department
have been assisted by
Chhattisgarh State's
Akshay Energy develop-
ment agency and Sulab
International in carrying
out these development
works.

Sarpanch of Selud and
Dhorabhata village, mem-
bers of Panchayat,
Principals of schools,

teachers, public represen-
tatives from nearby vil-
lages and villagers were
present on the occasion.

The programme was
carried out under the
guidance of Shivrajan,
GM (CSR), Uma Katoch,
GM (CSR) with the sup-
port of Sushil Kamde, AM
(CSR), Vivek Mishra, and
the entire team of CSR
and Envt Management de-
partment. The pro-
gramme was compered by
Rajni Rajak from CSR de-
partment.

Bride's missing jewellery
recovered within few hours 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 11: On
Wednesday, Dial 112 got in-
formation that the bride's
jewellery has been stolen
from the ongoing marriage
ceremony in Ashirwad
Bhawan, Durg. On informa-
tion, the team of Dial 112
and the Patrolling Party of
Mohan Nagar Police
Station reached Ashirwad
Bhawan.

According to the victims,
the gold and silver jew-
ellery was missing from the
place where it was kept. It
was supposedly removed by
some unknown person. The

cops communicated the in-
formation to the senior offi-
cers and immediately
launched the investiga-
tions. They meticulously
examined the entire build-
ing and strictly interrogat-
ed the catering, tent house
and other people working
in the building. Further, all
the guests were quizzed and
their rooms were thorough-
ly checked and searched.
During the search, the
stolen gold and silver jewel-
ery of the bride was recov-
ered in a room. The jew-
ellery worth about Rs 08
lakhs was handed over to
the bride's family. Satisfied

with the police action, all
the relatives involved in the
marriage thanked the cops
for swift action. Assistant
Sub-Inspector Ashok Sahu,
Constable Manish
Agnihotri, Constable
Naveen Yadav of the
Patrolling Team as well as
Constable Bhushan Joshi,
Mahila Police Volunteer
Yamini Devangan and the
driver of Dial 112 ERV per-
formed their duty apprecia-
bly. Superintendent of
Police Dr Abhishek Pallav
rewarded the police person-
nel for their prompt re-
sponse and averting a
major theft.

Victim’s car driver arrested 
for plotting loot conspiracy

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 11: Police ar-
rested the car driver of the
loot victim for plotting
conspiracy of the crime.
His three accomplices
were also arrested and the
looted cash has been re-
covered. The CCTV
footage provided vital
clues to the investigation
team.

ASP (Rural) Anant Sahu
informed that on May 05,
Patan Police Station re-
ceived a complaint from
one Kishan Lal
Chandrakar of Raipur re-
garding loot of Rs 1.98
lakh. Chandrakar accom-
panied by his car driver
Vijendra Chakradahri was
returning to Raipur from
Patan.

Near ITI College in
Patan, the driver stopped
the car to attend nature's
call. In the meanwhile,
three bike borne ruffians
reached there and looted

the bag and car keys from
Chandrakar. There were
about Rs 1.98 lakh cash in
the bag, the victim com-
plained.

Under the directions of
SP Dr Abhishek Pallava,
the team of Patan Police
Station with support of
Cyber Cell launched in-
vestigations. CCTV
footage of about 25 spots
were examined.
Technical inputs were
also examined.

On suspicion, the car
driver Vijendra
Chakradhari was strictly
interrogated. Initially he
tried to misguide the cops
but later he confessed in-
volvement in the loot.
Chakradhari disclosed
that he wanted to teach a
lesson to his employer.
When he came to know
that his employer is going
to bring huge cash from
Patan, he chalked out the
loot conspiracy and sent

the photo of the car and
its number plate to his
friends so that they could
easily identify the car and
execute the plan. On his
instructions, his friends
Naresh Yadav, Ashwant
Ratre and Hemant Sahu
committed the loot.

Police arrested all the
accused and recovered Rs
1.90 cash, ATM Card, Pass
Vook, Cheque Book and
other looted items from
them. The accused

Naresh Yadav (31) son of
Hemlal a resident of
Station Maroda; Ashwant
Ratre (19) son of Balram
Ratre a resident of Utai;
Vijendra Chakradhari
(32) son of Om Prakash a
resident of Village
Batang (Amleshwar) and
Hemant Sahu alias
Najaria (27) son of
Ramesh Sahu a resident
of Station Maroda have
been arrested on charges
of loot.

Inspector Shivanand
Tiwari, Inspector Gaurav
Tiwari, SI Radheshyam
Jurri, ASI Purna Bahadur,
Constable Shahbaz Khan,
Pankaj Kumar, Jugnu
Singh, Vikrant Yadu, Anup
Sharma, Shamim Khan,
Santosh Gupta, Rinku
Soni, Tushar Verma,
Homan Sahu, Dharmendra
Suryavanshi, Deepak
Manikpuri and
Ghamshyam Uraon played
vital role in solving the
case.

SP rewards Dial 112 team for quick response

Welfare works for Selud and
Dhorabhata handed over by BSP

p Committee of SUDA
seeks suggestions
from Corporators
and beneficiaries

M Rai
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Central Chronicle News

Raipur, May 11: CM
Bhupesh Baghel is on two-
day tour to Surguja dis-
trict and there he said that
the applications which he
has received in the
‘choupals’ over the last
week, the work should be
done on it and it should
not go into dustbins. The
way the officers and other
employees have work in
last one week should con-
tinue always, as in 3-6
months again he would
conduct review of the ap-
plications received. As a
fore-warning, CM said
that one should not consid-
er this as an end of CM’s
tour and we are safe,
rather he would make a
comeback again.

Country should decide
whether power required
or not?

CM Bhupesh Baghel fur-
ther said that it is the cen-
tral government who has
granted sanction for Parsa
Coal Mines and after
which we also have to
grant permission. If this
was denied, then ques-
tions would have been

raised on the state govern-
ment, he added. Baghel
said that that excavation of
coal should be done in
right manner and in this
interest of the tribal com-
munity should be safe-
guarded and it should be
ensured. Work should not
be done going against the
rules. CM Baghel said that
as to whether electricity is
required for all or not, has
to be decided by the coun-
try.

Launches attack on
Centre on coal policy:

CM Baghel came down
heavily against the BJP
government on the coal
policy and also suspected
some scam in it. CM said
that coal from foreign
firms is being imported at
the rate of 15-12 rate and it
seems here also there is
scam. It is by showing

shortage of coal, many
trains have been cancelled
and even after talks with
the Railway Ministers, the
trains are not on track so
far, he added.

Hails the works of of-
ficers, employees:
CM Baghel during his last
one week’s tour has hailed
the works of many officers
and employees and said
that percentage of those
creating problems is very
less and went on to add
that even one fish can
make the entire pond pol-
luted. He asked officers
not to think that they are
doing the best work,
rather they should try to
compete with others doing
far better.

Owner of jungle are
people of villages:

CM Baghel said that
during review of works
under Forest Rights
Recognition Act, CM
adopted a very stern atti-
tude and said that owner
of the jungle are the vil-
lagers and the officers are
just the protector of the
forest and warned them
not to try to become the
owner of the jungle.

CM suspects coal scam
in shortage of coal

Comes down heavily against central govt on its coal policy

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, May 11:
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) Vice President and
former Chief Minister Dr
Raman Singh on
Wednesday said that the
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel should quit the
post on moral grounds
after receiving High
Court snub in the Jhiram
Valley massacre case.

In a statement issued
here, Dr Singh said that
he should give opportuni-
ty to some other leader of
Congress who can deliver
the promises made to the
people before the last
Assembly polls in
Chhattisgarh. Dr Singh
claimed that the interim
stay order of High Court
on new Commission con-
stituted by Chhattisgarh
Government is a big set-
back for the ruling govt.
He added that the report
of Old Commission was
not made public whereas

another new
Commission was estab-
lished as an attempt to
save few of them, he
added.

Dr Singh alleged that
the Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel had
been playing politics
since the beginning on
Jhiram Valley incident
and added that attempt to
save few Congress lead-
ers has also brought him

into suspicion and added
that Chief Minister
Baghel should clear the
suspicion surrounding
the Valley incident as he
had been claiming to
have concrete evidence
when he was Congress
President in
Chhattisgarh. On moral
grounds, the Chief
Minister Baghel should
resign on the new devel-
opments, he concluded.

CCeennttrraall  CChhrroonniiccllee  NNeewwss

RRaaiippuurr,,  MMaayy  1111:: Mayor RMC
Ejaz Dhebar said that in line
with Raipur, there is no flex-
war in Indore city, as the flex-
es of the leader’s birthday
there are hanged only for 4-5
hours and that too with
Municipal’s permission. But
here in Raipur city such flexes
are hanged for minimum ten
days. The people of Indore
are more afraid of Municipal
Corporation rather than the
Police, he added. Indore
Nagar Nigam (INN) get Rs 300
crore annually for develop-
ment  from the Central gov-
ernment and Chhattisgarh
gets only Rs 40-50 crore. If we
also get the same amount of
then we can bring massive
changes in Raipur city,
Dhebar added. We will meet
Union Urban Development
Minister Hardeep Singh Puri
and urge him to provide funds
in line with Indore Nagar
Nigam.
Mayor Ejaz Dhebar address-
ing a press conference at
RMC’s meeting hall said that
few days back a team of 72

persons from RMC had being
on educational tour to Indore,
Chandigarh and Mohali and
this included Mayor, Speaker,
Leader of Opposition in RMC,
corporators from the ruling
and opposition party and
Zone Commissioners. We all
wanted to know the reasons
behind Indore being ranked
No.1 in the ‘Swachchata rank-
ing’. On meeting the Mayor
and others from INN, we
came to know that cleaning is
done thrice a day in Indore
city, be it in the afternoon or
at 2:00 in the night. 
Ejaz Dhebar informed that he
moved around in a motorcycle
and saw the ‘safai’ system in
Indore. In Indore Nagar
Nigam (INN) there are 19
zones and 85 wards and there

are around 800 ‘safai’ karam-
charis employed. There are
600 vehicles deployed to pick
waste door-to-door. RMC
where has just 4 mechanized
cleaning vehicles, Indore has
23. In Indore, the NGOs play
an important role in cleaning
and they moved out in the
vehicle itself to collect waste.
In RMC there is just two type
of collection of waste, dry
and wet, but in Indore they
have six different types of
waste collected . The most
important thing here is that
the cleaning work in Indore is
not done on contractual basis
and the  polythene thrown in
waste after recycling is sent
to the Cement Plant. Further
Ejaz Dhebar informed that
there is right use of female

talent involved in collection of
waste and they have been
given special training to seg-
regate the waste. Earlier they
used to earn from Rs 150-200
per day and now they are able
to earn Rs 400-500 per day. 
In Indore there is 100 per cent
disposal of the waste and the
discipline in Indore city is so
strict that if the stray cattle
are caught moving around in
the roads, then even phone
call from CM makes no differ-
ence and they are no relieved.
Indore tops in case of sterili-
zation of female dogs and
instead of dogs there is more
emphasis on sterilization of
female dogs.  On reaching
Chandigarh, we came to know
that there are 1800 gardens
and in Mohali there is just
complete ‘greenery’.
Mayor further said that all the
70 corporators of RMC should
work rising above party poli-
tics and then our city too can
become No. 1 In this press
conference, RMC’s MiC mem-
ber Gyanesh Sharma, Shri
Kumar Menon, Sunder Jogi
and  Health Officer Vijay
Pandey were present.

People of Indore more fearful 
of Nagar Nigam then police: Ejaz

Flex of B’day of leaders in Indore only for 4-5 hrs

Pre-Ranji
match: Ch’garh

restricts
Punjab to just

238 runs
Raipur, May 11: Deepak
Baghel claimed four wick-
ets for Chhattisgarh to re-
strict the opposition
Punjab to just 238 runs in
the first innings of the
practice match ahead of
Ranji Trophy tournament
being underway at
Mulanpur Stadium. While
Deepak claimed four wick-
ets for just 30 runs,
Vishwaranjan too claimed
three wickets whereas
Vishwas Mallick claimed
two wickets to restrict the
opponent.

Electing to bat first,
Punjab scored 238 runs
with the help of Salil
Arora (72 runs). Preet
Dutta remained unbeaten
on 37 runs for Punjab
whereas Namandeer and
Anmol Malhotra also
scored 31-31 runs for the
team. At close of play,
Chhattisgarh had scored
26 runs without any loss in
6 overs of play. Sanidhya
Hurkat (13 runs) and Anuj
Singh (9) runs were at
crease at close of play on
day one.

Baghel should resign on moral grounds: Dr Raman

 On HC snub to CG

Govt on new panel for

Jhiram Valley case

Baghel gave clearance to Parsa Coal
Mines to save his chair: Sai

Raipur: Chhattisgarh BJP President Vishnu Deo Sai on
Wednesday claimed that the Chief Minister Bhupesh Baghel
had given clearance for Parsa Coal Mines only to save his
chair as Chief Minister of Chhattisgarh. In a statement
issued here, the BJP President claimed that after registering
protest on the Coal Mines clearance initially, the Chief
Minister Baghel had given clearance to it following pressure
created by Congress Working President Sonia Gandhi and
Rajasthan Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot. Sai further claimed
that Baghel was under the threat to lose his chair of Chief
Ministership of Chhattisgarh after the Rajasthan CM Ashok
Gehlot had registered complaint with Sonia Gandhi on the
issue. Sai made the above statement in reply to the state-
ment given by Chief Minister Bhupesh Baghel that
Chhattisgarh had to give clearance to the Coal Mines after
the Centre had approved it. Sai also questioned the interfer-
ence of Sonia Gandhi and Ashok Gehlot on the Coal Mines if
the issue was with Centre and State Government.

CCeennttrraall  CChhrroonniiccllee  NNeewwss

RRaaiippuurr,,  MMaayy  1111:: Two accused
involved in looting people by
throwing red-chilli powder in
their eyes near Bajrang Nagar in
Vikas Nagar area of Gudhiyari
have been arrested. According
to the police, applicant Chetan
Netam lodged complaint in
Gudhiyari thana that he stays in
BSUP Colony in Saddu VS area
and work in a private firm
viz.Avinash Ispat in Urla. On
May 7 he was went to Kota to
courier some of the Company’s
documents and while returning
to company he sat for a while
eating ‘gup-chup’ in front of
Canara Bank at Bajrang Nagar
part of Vikas Nagar in
Gudhiyari.  It was here that two
youth came in an Activa vehicle
bearing No. CG 04-ME 7420 at
around 5:45 pm and there were
other two in a bike. 

During this one of the youth
in the Activa threw chilli power
in his eyes and ran away with
Vivo Co’s mobile phone and
other youth snatched the bag in
his hand, having original mark-
sheet and other documents of
the Company.  One of the youth
named Faiz asked other named
Sabir to start the vehicle fast
and sit and ran away. A case
under section 392 of IPC was
filed against the two.

SSP Prashant Agrawal took
this incident of looting throwing
chilli powder in the eyes seri-
ously and directed Addl. SP
Tarkeshwar Patel, Addl.SP
(Crime) Abhishekh
Maheshwari, City SP (Urla)
Vishwa Deepak Tripathi, in-

Charge Anti-crime and Cyber
unit Girish Tiwari,  and TI
Gudhiyari Vineet Dubey to find
out the accused and arrest
them. So as per SSP’s instruc-
tions,a combined team of anti-
crime and cyber unit and
Gudhiyari thana was formed
and search was started.

The team first inquired about
the details of the two accused
and the about the vehicle used
by them in the crime and based
upon which they checked the
nearby footages from CCTV
cameras and analyzing techni-
cal details tried to identify the
accused. 

In this case informers were
passed on the message and
they obtained important infor-
mation about the accused. On
this the team nabbed two viz.
Faiz Isa alias Faiju , R/o Debhar
City in Bhatagaon and strongly
interrogated with him based
upon the evidences. 

On this the accused Faiju
accepted his crime of looting
using chilli-powder along with
his friend Shair and as per the
location given, police nabbed
Sabir as well. The Police also
recovered the 1 piece mobile
set and bags with documents
from the location given and the
Activa vehicle used in the crime.
In this Faiju has earlier being
jailed under section 384 of IPC.

Two nabbed in looting by
throwing ‘chilli-powder’ in eye

Food Minister 
performs Bhoomi
Pujan of the works

of Jal Jeevan
Mission

Raipur, May 11: Food,
Civil Supplies and
Consumer Protection
Minister Amarjeet
Bhagat performed
Bhoomi Pujan of the
works of Jal Jeevan
Mission in village Karra
under Ambikapur dis-
trict. Under this, solar
pump based taps and
tanks will be constructed
at a cost of about Rs. 3.66
crore. With this Nal Jal
Yojana, 756 domestic tap
connections will be
made. On this occasion,
the Food Minister direct-
ed the officials of PHE to
install a quality tank and
the quality of the tap
water scheme should
also be better. He said
that if people will get
water facility from door
to door tap, then time
will also be saved. He di-
rected the officers to
complete the Nal Jal
Yojana within the time
limit. Minister also dis-
tributed cycles to girl stu-
dents under Saraswati
Cycle Scheme in Sedam
High School of Batauli
Block. A large number of
villagers including local
public representatives,
departmental officers
and employees were
present on the occasion.
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DEMOLITION

RMC is carrying out demolition of the boundary wall of city’s historical Budhatalab
and is re-constructing it in another manner. Raipur, May 11: 

Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel showered his bless-
ings on two newly married
couples and handed over
their marriage registra-
tion certificates under
‘Mukhyamantri Mitan
Yojana’. He gave marriage
registration certificates to
Ahanan Tirkey and Saju
Tirkey and Abhishek
Jaiswal and Sapna
Jaiswal, residents of
Ambikapur Municipal
Corporation (AMC) area
as a part of his meet-and-
greet programme organ-
ized today at Ambikapur

Vishram Bhawan.
It is worth mentioning

that CM Bhupesh Baghel
had launched the
‘Mukhyamantri Mitan
Yojana’ on May Day at his
residence office in Raipur.
Through this scheme, all
citizens, especially the eld-
erly, disabled and non-illit-
erate, will be able to easily
get 100 types of services
sitting at home. At present,
13 types of services will be
available in 14 municipal
corporations. Citizens will
get the benefit of services
at their door-step with
complete transparency
within the stipulated time

frame. Under
‘Mukhyamantri Mitan
Yojna’ citizens will get
doorstep delivery of serv-
ices like domicile certifi-
cate, caste certificate, in-
come certificate, document
copy, non-digitized (copy of
land record), death certifi-
cate, marriage registration
and certificate, birth cer-
tificate, and other citizen-
centric services like shop
and establishment regis-
tration, correction in
birth, death, and marriage
certificates. Urban
Administration Minister
Dr. Shiv Kumar Dahariya,
Food and Culture Minister
Mr. Amarjeet Bhagat,
MLA Dr. Pritam Ram,
State Women’s
Commission President
Mrs. Kiranmayee Nayak
along with officials and
common citizens were
present on the occasion.

CM hands over marriage
registration certificate 

To two newly married couples of Ambikapur

 ‘Mukhyamantri
Mitan Yojana’ was
launched on the
occasion of May Day

Raipur, May 11: 

The work of develop-
ing the tourist places of
Chhattisgarh will now
be done on the proposal
of two committees. For
this, District Level
Tourism Committee
(DLTC) and State Level
Empowered Committee
(SLEC) have been consti-
tuted to implement the
schemes. Officials of the
tourism board said that
DLTC has been given the
responsibility to make
proposals according to

the convenience of the
tourists and the SLEC
committee will try to im-
plement the plans on the
ground. In this way, the
initiative has been taken
to provide good facilities
to the tourists. This will
also provide employ-
ment to the local people.
Earlier the proposal was
made at the state level
committee.

Earlier proposals for
developing tourist cen-
ters were prepared by
SLEC. Now by expand-
ing it, a committee was
constituted at the dis-
trict level, so that the
identification of good
tourist places could be
established by integrat-
ing local level informa-
tion.

DLTC and SLEC have
been formed for the de-
velopment of tourist
places. The purpose is to
provide facilities to the
tourists at the tourist
place, said Anuradha
Dubey, Public Relations
Officer, Tourism Board.

Tourist places will now be 
developed on the proposal of state

and district level committee
 Monitoring work will

be done by district

administration

Raipur, May 11: 

As per the instructions
of Chief Minister Mr.
Bhupesh Baghel, impor-
tant decisions have been
taken in the interest of
tribal-forest farmers en-
gaged in sericulture and
cocoon production in
Bastar division. In the
same sequence, rally cosa
will now be procured by
Chhattisgarh State Minor
Forest Produce Federation
on support price. It is
worth mentioning that
Chief Minister Mr.
Bhupesh Baghel had an-
nounced commencement
of Silk Mission in Bastar
in his budget speech. In
pursuance of this an-
nouncement, State
Government has decided
to procure cocoons at mini-
mum support price
through Minor Forest
Produce Federation from
current financial year.
Minor Forest Produce
Federation has issued or-
ders in this regard on
Tuesday. Chhattisgarh
State Minor Forest

Produce Federation has
fixed the minimum sup-
port price for procurement
of rally kosa in Bastar divi-
sion as follows:- Rally Kosa
is Rs 4.20 per unit shell
weight 2.5 grams in Whole
Grade-1, Rs 3.60 for 2-2.49
grams per unit shell
weight in Grade-2 and Rs
1.4-1.99 grams per unit
shell weight in Grade-3.
2.80 for Rally Kosa-Poli
Grade-1 and Rs.1.50 for 2.5
grams per unit shell
weight, Rs.1.25 for 2-2.49
grams per unit shell
weight in Grade-2 and 1.4-
per unit shell weight in
Grade-3- 1.99 grams is fixed
at Rs 0.70. Forest and
Climate Change Minister

Mr. Mohammad Akbar in-
formed that as a result of
this important decision of
the government, local resi-
dents will get double the
benefit of production and
processing of Rally Kosa.

Providing further infor-
mation in the context,
Managing Director, State
Minor Forest Produce
Federation, Mr. Sanjay
Shukla said that Chief
Minister Mr. Baghel has
also directed to generate
more employment at local
level through the process-
ing of rally kosa. In the
same sequence, an MoU
has been signed between
State Minor Forest
Produce Federation and

the Directorate of
Sericulture. Under this
MoU, the cocoons procure
by Minor Forest Produce
Federation will be sup-
plied to the Silk
Department. Silk
Department has selected
740 beneficiaries in Bastar
division and are being pro-
vided training in silk
threading. He informed
that Chhattisgarh has an-
nual production of 8 to 10
crore rally cocoons. Rally
cocoon collection work is
mainly done in 07 district
unions of the state includ-
ing Jagdalpur, Dantewada,
Sukma, Kondagaon,
Keshkal, Narayanpur and
Kanker.

Special gift for the people of forest areas
Forest dwellers will get double the benefits from production and processing of Rally Kosa Raipur, May 11: 

Shri Ganesh Vinayak
Eye Hospital (SGVEH)
has once again proved its
metal by performing yet
some more rare surgeries
which were up till now
performed only outside
the state on the children.
Shri Ganesh Vinayak Eye
Hospital (SGVEH) keep-
ing in line with its motto
“Say No to childhood
blindness”, has started a
special program for diag-
nosis and treatment of pe-
diatric eye disease. Many
pediatric patients with
poor financial status
across Chhattisgarh, who
were earlier unable to af-
ford the expenses of treat-
ments are now availing
the eye care benefits at af-
fordable cost at SGVEH.

A 2 month 4 days old
Kabeerdham resident
Dhani Yadav’s parent no-
ticed spot in both the
eyes. They brought her to
the hospital, but it was lit-
tle difficult to perform
surgery in such a small
child. Dr Charudutt
Kalamkar, Dr Amrita
Mukherjee and team of

young and motivated doc-
tors successfully per-
formed the surgery.

Awareness in society
regarding pediatric blind-
ness i.e. Blindness in chil-
dren is need of hour.
There are different dis-
eases in pediatric age
group for causing vision
loss like cataract, glauco-
ma, corneal diseases,
trauma, and retinal dis-
eases. Some of these are
genetic and other non-ge-
netic. Refractive errors
are the most common
case of visual diminution
in paediatric patients.
Yearly vision screening of
school going children is
important.

There have been cases
of kids who could not see

from birth and who got
new vision after success-
ful surgeries here at
SGVEH. Firstly, the team
of doctors diagnoses the
causes of childhood
blindness done via vari-
ous methods to ascertain
the degree of visual im-
pairment in the affected
child and then treatment
is assigned.

In contrast to adults,
cataract in children pres-
ents a special challenge,
since early visual rehabil-
itation is critical to pre-
vent irreversible ambly-
opia (lazy eyes). The earli-
er the onset, and longer
the duration of cataract,
the worse prognosis.
SGVEH with new tech-
niques and material in

the treatment of congeni-
tal cataracts and im-
proved surgical and clini-
cal management, has im-
proved visual prognosis.

Dr Charudutt
Kalamkar, Eye Surgeon &
Director - Shri Ganesh
Vinayak Hospital ad-
dressing the media per-
son said ‘we handle so
many such cases where
parents awareness act as
a boon to the patient
whereas negligence as
curse. Happy that with
awareness of parents and
timely attention, Dhani 2
years and four days child
was successfully cured
for congenital cataract.
Before this surgery for
the first time in central
India and Chhattisgarh,
we also operated a 42
child for the same issue.”

Patient ‘s parent
thanked from bottom of
our heart to the doctors-
Dr Charudutt Kalamkar,
Dr Amrita Mukherjee
and team of SGVEH who
have acted as saviors and
have helped us to get rid
of such painful eye dis-
ease in minimum ex-
pense.

Timely surgery can cure childhood blindness 
 2 months 4 days old

Kabeerdham resident

Dhani Yadav got 

congenital cataract 

successful surgery done 

 Shri Ganesh Vinayak Eye

Hospital once again 

masters successful

Pediatric Surgeries

Raipur, May 11: 

Suhani Soch Sanstha
organized a training pro-
gram for women in
Vrindavan Hall. Madhu
Arora, President of
Chhattisgarh Chamber of
Commerce and Industries
Women’s Wing, Chief
Guest of the program said
that women should in-
clude regular exercise,

yoga, meditation and bal-
anced diet in their routine
to maintain their age. She
said that junk food should
be avoided. Worship must
be included in the daily
routine. Trainer

Valsalaya Murthy said
that women should openly
reveal their true age.
Many women over the age
of 70 have set an example
even in difficult situa-
tions. Trainer Dr. Neelima

Ahuja said that the way
we all are taken for regu-
lar physical check-up, we
should also go to the den-
tist. Along with keeping
the teeth clean and
healthy, everyone should
always laugh.

Dr. Tamannaah
Jaswani said that the
problems of teeth should
not be ignored. Having
problems with the teeth
also has to face other
problems. Members of
Suhini Soch including
Aarti Mayani, Sonia
Israni, Kajal Lalwani,
Pallavi Chimnani were
present in the program.

Regular exercise and balanced 
diet are necessary to maintain the age
 Expert gave 

important 
tips to the women
participants

RRaaiippuurr//BBiillaassppuurr,,  MMaayy  1111::
Indian Railways conducted sec-
ond stage Computer Based
Test (CBT) of CEN 01/2019 Non
Technical Popular Categories
(NTPC) recruitment on 09th &
10th May, 2022 for Level 6
(7124 posts) and Level 4 (161
posts). The total candidates
scheduled were 1,80,882, out
of which 1,28,708 candidates
appeared for the CBT. For the
first time, Aadhar based
authentication was done for
the candidates. The second
phase CBT was conducted in
three shifts, i.e. two shifts were
held for level 6 on 09th May,
and one shift was held for level
4 on 10th May. The scheduling

was done in such a way that
the candidates of one RRB are
given same question paper so
that there is no need for nor-
malization. The Level 6 CBT
was conducted in 156 centers
in 111 cities across 25 states.
The overall attendance for
level 6 was about 74%. The
level 4 CBT was conducted in
89 centers in 56 cities across 17
states. Overall attendance was
about 60.5% .  Total of 4721
candidates attended CBT 2
phase 1 exam in 2 shifts on
09th & 10th May 2022 in  exam
centres under jurisdiction of
Railway Recruitment Board
(RRB) Bilaspur. Special trains
were run by Indian Railways to
facilitate movement of candi-
dates.

Rly conducts second Stage
of CBT for NTPC Exam 

 On May 09 and 10
Raipur, May 11: 

So far 97.87 lakh metric
tonnes of paddy has been
lifted for custom milling in
the state. The state govern-
ment is also working expe-
ditiously in the matter of
depositing rice in the cen-
tral pool. So far, 41.05 lakh
metric tonnes of rice has
been deposited in the cen-
tral pool, which includes
21.85 lakh metric tonnes in
the Food Corporation of
India and 19.19 lakh metric
tonnes in the Civil
Supplies Corporation. The
millers have lifted 74 lakh
97 thousand metric paddy
from the procurement cen-

ters. Similarly, for trans-
portation of 22 lakh 90
thousand metric tonnes of
paddy, T.O. has been is-
sued, against which 22
lakh 90 thousand metric
tonnes of paddy has been
lifted from the commit-
tees. This year 61.65 lakh
metric tonnes of Arva rice
is to be deposited in the
central pool.

41.05 lakh MT of rice 
deposited in the central pool

BBiillaassppuurr,,  MMaayy1111:: The ‘Mahima
Guru Peeth’ established in
Guru Ghasidas
Vishwavidyalaya (Central
University) will try to restore
the ancient contemplation of
Indian Spirituality with its glo-
rious and distinguished past.
This statement was made by
Vice-Chancellor, Professor
Alok Kumar Chakrawal while
presiding over the inauguration
program of “Mahima Guru
Peeth” given by the University
Grants Commission at Silver
Jubilee Auditorium on May 09,

2022 at 10 am. Swami Shri
Madan Mohan Das, Saint,
Mahima Sampradaya,
Durugapali Mahasamund
(Chhattisgarh) was the Chief
Guest of the inaugural pro-
gram. The keynote speaker of
the program was Dr. Awadhesh
Pradhan, former Professor,
Hindi Department, Banaras
Hindu University, Varanasi.
Among the guests on stage
were present the Special
Guest, Rajneesh Singh, MLA,
Beltara Vidhan Sabha, Prof.
Devendra Nath Singh In-charge
“Mahima Guru Peeth” and
Head of Hindi Department,
Prof. Manish Srivastava,
Officer on Special Duty,
Development Section, and
Registrar of the University,

Prof. Shailendra Kumar.
The program started with

lighting the lamp and offering
flowers to the idols of Maa
Saraswati and Guru Ghasidas
Baba. The guests on stage
were welcomed with  small
saplings. On this occasion,
Tarang Band gave a beautiful
presentation of Saraswati
Vandana and Kulgeet.
Welcome Address was given by
Dr. D.N. Singh. Professor
Manish Srivastava threw light
on the objectives and areas of
research for the establishment
of Mahima Guru Peeth.

The Chief Guest of the pro-
gram, Swami Shri Madan
Mohan Das, Saint, Mahima
Sampradaya, Durugpali
Mahasamund (Chhattisgarh)

extending his best wishes on
the establishment of Mahima
Guru Peeth in Guru Ghasidas
University,  said that through
this, may the Chair work as a
centre of inspiration for  world
peace, non-violence and spiri-
tuality. Mahima Guru proved
the resolve of literature and
spirituality by making people
aware against the then social
evils.

Special guest Rajneesh
Singh, MLA, Beltara Vidhan

Sabha said that it is my good
fortune that there are three
universities in my constituen-
cy. India is the land of sages
and savants since ancient
times. We have to preserve our
tradition and culture.

Presiding over the program,
Vice-Chancellor, Professor
Alok Kumar Chakrawal
expressed his gratitude to the
Union Education Minister,
Dharmendra Pradhanji for the
establishment of Mahima Guru

Peeth. He said that our spiritu-
ality, tradition and cultural val-
ues ??have played an impor-
tant role to unite the nation. It
is our moral obligation to pro-
tect it.

The Vice-Chancellor said
that break that wall which
becomes a barrier to knowl-
edge, let us walk on that path
which becomes the way to the
goal. This is the first time after
upgradation as a Central
University that the first official
chair is being established in
the form of “Mahima Guru
Peeth”. This is the only bench
in the country named after
Mahima Guru, which has been
established in a Central
University. The keynote speak-
er of the program, Dr.

Awadhesh Pradhan, former
Professor, Hindi Department,
Banaras Hindu University,
Varanasi said that a new chap-
ter is beginning with the estab-
lishment of Mahima Guru
Peeth in Guru Ghasidas
University. The results of Vice-
Chancellor Prof. Chakrawal’s
Herculean efforts are starting
to show. He said that the more
the string is pulled, the more
distance the arrow travels. To
achieve such goals, we should
be strong.

He said that this bench will
preserve tradition and cultural
values ??along with self-study,
and spirituality. As a Central
University, the vision has
changed here and a new win-
dow has opened for the aca-

demic field. Mahima Guru
played an important role in
making aware the underprivi-
leged and the tribals of the
then society. Through this
bench, research will be done
on his literature, poems and
other articles.

The guests on stage were
honored with mementos. At
the end of the program, the
Registrar of the University,
Prof. Shailendra Kumar pro-
posed the vote of thanks and
the program was conducted by
Mr. Murli Manohar Singh,
Assistant Professor, Hindi
Department. Deans of various
schools, heads of departments,
teachers, officers and a large
number of students were pres-
ent in the program.

‘Mahima Guru Peeth’  is an effort to preserve the glorious history: V-C
 Country’s first chair

established in the
name of Mahima Guru
given by UGC in CU

Raipur, May 11: The
Chief Minister met the
fighting game player
Chandan in the Circuit
House today. The 18-year-
old Runiyadih resident
plays fighting games like
Vushu, Thoda, Thangta,
and Athelema. Chandan

secured the second posi-
tion in the Thoda game
held in Shimla. On meet-
ing the Chief Minister,
Chandan said that he be-

longs to a poor farmer fam-
ily. Playing on behalf of
Chhattisgarh on a national
level incurs a lot of costs.
It’s not possible to bear the
costs of playing even after
being selected in national
competitions. He added
that he has to attend the
Punkration Athelema
competition on 11 May. He
requested the Chief
Minister for financial aid
for transport and stay.

Chandan received a financial help of Rs. 2 Lakh
 Requested financial

help for travel and

staying facilities



Sarangarh royal family claims
its ‘state flag’ atop palace stolen 
Central Chronicle News

Raigarh, May 11:
Members of the royal fam-
ily of the erstwhile prince-
ly state of Sarangarh in
Raigarh district on
Sunday filed a police com-
plaint against an unidenti-
fied person for allegedly
stealing its 'state flag' in-
stalled on top of their
palace and replacing it
with a saffron one. On be-
half of the scion of the
erstwhile princely state
Pushpa Devi Singh, a for-
mer MP, a family member -
Dr Parivesh Mishra - has
lodged the complaint at
Sarangarh police station, a
police official said. As per
the complaint, on
Saturday evening, an
unidentified person was
seen in Giri Vilas Palace
located in Sarangarh town
and this afternoon, the flag
of the princely state peri-

od of the family was found
missing from the flag post
on top of the complex, he
said. "A saffron flag was
found installed in place of
that flag," the complaint
said. Claiming that the
'state flag' was stolen, the
complainant has sought
action into the matter, the
official said, adding that
the investigation is under-
way in this connection.
The erstwhile Sarangarh
tribal royal family, had
been associated with the
Congress party and
Pushpa Devi Singh had
served as the MP from
Scheduled Tribe-reserved
Raigarh parliamentary
seat in the past. Police
have registered a case
under sections 457 (house
trespass) and 380 (theft in
dwelling house) of the
Indian Penal Code (IPC) in
this connection and are in-
vestigating the matter.

Central Chronicle News

Korba, May 11: Revenue
and Disaster Management
Minister Jaisingh
Agrawal here performed
Bhoomipujan of
Dabripara pond under
ward 18 which is of a esti-
mated cost of 22 lakh.The
program was presided
over by Mayor Rajkishore
Prasad, Chairman Shri
Shyamsundar Soni,
Mayor-in-Council mem-
bers, councilors and alder-
men were present as spe-
cial guest.

The work of conserva-
tion, beautification and de-
velopment of Dabripara
pond located in ward 18 is
to be done under infra-
structure development and
environment head at a cost
of Rs 22 lakh. Revenue and

Disaster Management
Minister, Jaisingh
Agrawal, while providing
his dignified presence, per-
formed the Bhoomipujan
of the said development
work, offered prayers, un-
veiled the foundation stone
and got the work started.

On this occasion,
Revenue Minister
Agrawal said that along
with other development
works, the work of conser-
vation and development of
ponds, water sources is

also necessary, keeping
this in mind, at present 04
ponds are being con-
served, developed and de-
veloped in the corporation
area and approval has
been given for beautifica-
tion works.

He said that work of
conservation and develop-
ment of ponds and water
sources would be done as
per requirement. Mayor
Rajkishore Prasad said on
this occasion that the
image of Revenue

Minister Jaisingh
Agrawal has been made as
a visionary of develop-
ment and he has given his
best for the development of
Korba. Mayor Prasad fur-
ther said that it is our good
fortune that we have got a
person dedicated to the de-
velopment and guidance
like Revenue Minister
Agarwal.

Mayor-in-Council mem-
bers, Santosh Rathor,
Kriparam Sahu, Paluram
Sahu, Sunita Rathore,
Councilor Chanderlok
Singh, Anuj Jaiswal,
Alderman Bacchu
Makhwani, former Leader
of Opposition Mukesh
Rathore, Seema Upadhyay,
Hemanti Sahu, Santosh
Siddar, Savitri Sidar,
Jugavali Devi, Manju
Bareth, Sunita Bareth,
Sakun Chandra, Triveni
Mirri, Kujbihari Sahu,
Poonam Jha and common
citizens were present.

Central Chronicle News

Kharora, May 11:
Bhupesh Baghel govern-
ment has approved mining
in Parsa coal block, along
with it the struggle of trib-
als of Hasdeo Aranya to
save their village and
forests and places of wor-
ship has increased and in
Hariharpur village, which
is affected by the Parsa
mine of Surguja, for the
last 64 days, the tribals are
on strike, said State
Treasurer of Chhattisgarh
Gram Vikas Ekta Samiti,
Govardhan Pal.

Pal further alleged that
Chhattisgarh government
has taken forward the
coal mining project on the
basis of fake Gram Sabha
proposal. It is worth not-
ing that the Chhattisgarh
government had issued
forest clearance for the
mining project in Parsa
coal block on 6 April and

the mine has been allotted
to Rajasthan Rajya Vidyut
Utpadan Nigam.

The work of cutting of
about 2 lakh trees has
started, despite the oppo-
sition of the villagers in
Hasdeo Aranya area, is
being undertaken by the
forest department.
According to the informa-
tion received, the forest
workers who came to cut
trees in the presence of
the villagers are facing
tremendous opposition.

The villagers have so

far tried to convey their
words to the government
through various picket-
ing demonstrations,
memorandum, padyatra,
but the matter is still not
being listened to.
Villagers are raising slo-
gans appealing to save the
forest along with wor-
shiping the original deity
of the tribals, Budhadev
and an indefinite dharna
is going on in village
Hariharpur district
Surguja since March 2
against the commence-
ment of mining in Parsa
coal block in Hasdeo
Aranya area.

The Chhattisgarh gov-
ernment had issued forest
clearance for this mining
project, but there was no
proper investigation of
the fake proposals of the
Gram Sabhas of the af-
fected villages of Salhi,
Hariharpur and Fatehpur
villages.

Branded medicines being
sold instead of generic

Central Chronicle News

Dhamtari, May 11: Despite
the clear instructions of the
State Head, most of the doc-
tors in Dhamtari District
Hospital are giving prescrip-
tions of branded medicines
instead of generic ones to
the patients coming for
treatment, thereby increas-
ing financial burden on the
patients. According to
sources, more than 1 crore
branded medicines are con-
sumed in the district every
month, due to the promo-
tions given by the doctors
posted in the hospital.

A 250 bedded district hos-
pital has been established by
the government to provide
better treatment facilities to
the residents of Dhamtari
district with a population of
about 8 lakhs. Along with
this, Jan Aushadhi Kendras
have been established to pro-
vide quality medicines at af-
fordable rates and according
to the rules, doctors have to
prescribe generic medicines
after the patient's checkup,
but doctors are not following
these rules 100%.

It is noteworthy that after
receiving complaints, Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel by
issuing a clear decree, has
directed the Collector and
CMHO to take action
against the doctors who pre-
scribe branded medicines
instead of generic ones.
According to information,
about 320 types of medicines
are needed every month in
the district hospital for
other serious diseases in-
cluding cold, cough and
fever, but only about 270
types of medicines are avail-
able out of these. In such a
situation, patients are given
prescriptions of branded
medicines, against the set
rule by the government.
There are also complaints of
sugar strips for random
sugar testing incurred on
patients from outside shops.

Bhavya Mahila Group
holds 5 day yoga camp  

Central Chronicle News

PPaannddaarriiaa,,  MMaayy  1111::  Bhavya Mahila
Group Pandariya organized a 5-day
free yoga camp at the local Shri
Ganesh Hospital, Pandariya, in which
the women of Bhavya Mahila Group
and their family members as well as
the women and girls of the city par-
ticipated, organized from 5:30 am to
7 am every day from May 5 to May 9.
The yoga camp was conducted by
Pragya Singh Bais, who is an accom-
plished wellness instructor in the sci-
ence of yoga and is also a member of
Bhavya Group. On the concluding day
of the camp, wellness instructor
Pragya Singh was honored by Bhavya

Mahila Group with a memento and
Nidhi Srivastava proposed vote of
thanks. Shail Bisen, member of
Bhavya Mahila Group, in her speech
on the occasion of concluding day
said that yoga is one of the best prac-
tices to stay healthy and remove
physical, mental and emotional
stress. Ravi Srivastava, who attended
the camp, has appealed to every per-
son to make yoga a part of their daily
routine to stay healthy in today's
busy life. Nidhi Srivastava, Urvashi
Chandravanshi, Shail Bisen, Archana
Singh, Shweta Srivastava, Yashoda
Soni, Kusum Sahu, Jyoti Singh, their
families and other women were pres-
ent in this yoga camp.

Compassionate 
appointment given in KMC

Central Chronicle News

KKoorrbbaa,,  MMaayy  1111::    Compassionate ap-
pointment has been given to the de-
pendents of three deceased employ-
ees in the Municipal Corporation of
Korba. Mayor Rajkishore Prasad
handed over the order letter for
compassionate appointment, and
conveyed his best wishes to the new
employees. Three dependents have
been given compassionate appoint-
ment on the post of Assistant Grade-
3 and Commissioner Prabhakar
Pandey issued the compassionate
appointment order letter under the
rules of the government to these

newly appointed employees, con-
gratulated them and asked them to
work with full devotion and service
spirit. Late K.P.Dahyat's son Adarsh
Dahyat, Late Kamlesh Kumar Ratre's
son Saurabh Ratre and Late Khemlal
Naurange's son Abhishek Naurange
got compassionate appointment re-
spectively. Additional commissioner
of the corporation, treasurer ac-
count officer Anand Gupta, Amrutlal
Kaivart, Shantilal Soni, UR
Mahilange and others were present
on the occasion of providing com-
passionate appointment letters to
these newly appointed employees
by Mayor Rajkishore Prasad.

Central Chronicle News

Gourela, May 11: The
Bilaspur Divisional
Commissioner Dr Sanjay
Alang held review
meetinng with revenue
offiers in Marwahi Janpad
Panchayat on Thursday.
He took information about
the total cases regsitered
in the revenue court of the
district, total cases re-
solved and pending cases
as on date. He also directed
to hold camps in the vil-
lages and sort out the

pending cases and asked
the RIs to work being
'kissan-friendly'.

In the meeting
Commissioner said that
for convenience of the
farmers the procedure
should be organised and
sorting out their griev-
ances should be their top
priority. He asked the RIs
to hold more camps in the
villages where more rev-
enue cases are pending
and directed the
Tehsildars to conduct
tours in different 'Patwari

Halkas' and sort out cases
on the spot itself.

In the meeting discus-
sions were also held upon
non-controversial muta-
tion cases, controversial
mutation (account divi-
sion); demarcation, diver-
sion, recovery letter, regis-
tration of labourers
under Nyay Yojana, avail-
ability of 'Patwaris' and
execution of their works;
keeping the land records
upto-date; number of
'Khasras', pending num-
ber of 'khasras' for

'batankan' of maps, and
other issues.

Commissioner said that
in case of any reveue re-
lated problems to the vil-
lagers, they are in need of
revenue records and
therefore he directed all
RIs to keep their record
upto-date. At the same
time, taking necessary ac-
tion into the pending
cases, they should try to
resolve it at the earliest.

Meeting was attended
by District Collector Richa
Prakash Choudhary,
Upper Collector BC Ekka,
Joint Collector Virendra
Singh, SDM (Revenue)
Marwahi- Dev Singh
Uikey, SDM Pendra Road
Pushpendra Sharam and
Tehsildar, Nayab
Tehsildars and others.

Admission thru lottery in Swami Atmanand
English Medium School, Vishrampuri 

Central Chronicle News

Vishrampuri, May 11:
Under the ambitious
scheme of Chhattisgarh
Government, the admis-
sion process for academic
year 2022-23 had been con-
ducted on 5th of May 2022
in Swami Atmanand
English Medium School,
Vishrampuri on the pres-
ence of all the officials of
education department,
our honorable MLA's rep-
resentative Sazid Adwani,
president of school com-
mittee Yadav Kamlesh
Thakur and all other
members, Sarpanch Mrs.
Pushpa Chandekar, and
other public representa-
tives. In this red letter day
the principal of this
school Mrs. P.L. Dhruv and
newly appointed princi-
pal. Shailendra Kumar
Soni, welcomed to all hon-

orable persons.
No doubt this scheme is

very important and ambi-
tious in various ways for
government of
Chhattisgarh. The main
theme of this ambitious
scheme is to provide excel-
lent and best quality wise
education so that the poor
and backward students

may get benefit for it.
The admission process

was happened through the
draw method by following
the rules regulation and
guide line of the state gov-
ernment. The selection
process of the students
was started at sharp 11:30
A.M. which was continued
around 5:30 P.M. and selec-

tion was done after com-
pleting the draw process.
During this draw process,
took out the lucky slip of
students by public repre-
sentatives, parents, little
kids, members of the
school committee etc. In
this admission process
from class- LKG to class-
12th (all faculties ) were in-
cluded and it was done
very peacefully and trans-
parently. Through this se-
lection process all were
very happy.

During this process the
officials of District
Education Office were also
presented. At the last, the
principal of the school
cast the thank to all dear
parents, officers, represen-
tatives, president and
members of the school
and all staff for their kind
support and tenderness
nature.

Staff nurse occupies accommodation
earmarked for doctor

Central Chronicle News

Konta, May 11: Even
though the Sukma district
administration talks about
providing all facilities to
the doctors serving in the
inaccessible areas, but
they are not getting any
luck to live on the ground.
On the contrary, MBBS
doctors working in Naxal
affected areas are becom-
ing victims of politics.

Due to the arbitrariness
of the administrative offi-
cers, MBBS doctors are
not being given residential
facility. Due to which doc-
tors are resigning from
their service. In the latest
case, Dr. Anil Kumar Patel,
posted at Community
Health Center, Konta, be-

came a victim of politics
going on in the medical de-
partment.

The health facilities in
the district are already in
bad shape due to shortage
of doctors. The condition
of rural areas is even
worse in terms of medical
facilities. The major rea-
son for the absence of doc-
tors in rural areas is that
there is a lack of facilities
and doctors in such areas
shy away from serving.

But the Chhattisgarh
government is deploying
doctors in such areas by
giving special packages
and good facilities. The
government is trying to
provide medical facilities
to the last person, but due
to the dominating politics

at the administrative level,
the government's efforts
seem to be getting sabo-
taged. Dr. Anil Kumar
Patel, posted at Konta CHC
in the district, has re-
signed from his service by
writing a letter to the
Director Health Services.

The residence of doctor 
allotted to the staff nurse

Dr. Anil Kumar Patel told
in a letter to the director
that on February 18, 2022,
he was posted at Primary
Health Center Chintagufa.
In view of the shortage of
Medical Officer, the Block
Medical Officer, Konta was
ordered to work in
Community Health Center
Konta.

After assuming charge in
CHC Konta, F type govern-

ment accommodation was
allotted by BMO Konta on
4th April 2022. But on 8
April 2022, the sub-division-
al officer Revenue Konta al-
lotted the accommodation
to staff nurse Kumari
Kamleshwari Uike.

CMHO said that the doctor
lived in the residence of BMO

Sukma district CMHO
Dr CB Prasad Bansod told
that there is no problem of
accommodation for the
doctors. Dr. Anil Patel
lived with BMO Konta at
his residence.

On the question of the
staff nurse being given in
the allotted accommoda-
tion for the doctor, he said
that the accommodation
has been allotted at the ad-
ministrative level.

p To be constructed at a
cost of Rs worth 22 lakh 
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Doctor resigned in absence of accomodation

Comm directs to resolve pending revenue cases
Holds review meeting with RIs of Gourela

What expert says
"The district hospital has not re-

ceived any complaint about the
prescription of branded medicine,
if the complaint is confirmed; ac-
tion will be taken as per the rules."

--  DDrr..  DDKK  TTuurrrree,,  CCMMHHOO  

‘Save Hasdev Aranya’ has support
of many organizations, says Pal

Ropeway canteen remain closed,
devotees face problem

Central Chronicle News

Dongargarh, May 11: A
case of discrepancy has
come to the fore in the
Ropeway and Canteen run
by Maa Bamleshwari
Temple Trust Committee.
According to information
received, the canteen has
been kept closed due to the
in-charge not giving the
full account of the canteen
or due to the canteen in-
charge not depositing the
amount in the trust as per
the cost charged for the
food items.

Also the ropeway built
by encroaching on the gov-
ernment land of the cre-
mation ground at
Chhirpani and the can-
teen built adjacent to it is
being operated by Maa
Bamleshwari Trust
Committee.

During the fair, goods
worth lakhs of rupees
were filled in the canteen

started 4 months ago.
Accounts were sought
from the manager by the
officials for not depositing
the amount according to
the cost. For not deposit-
ing sufficient amount in
the account, the canteen
has been kept closed tem-
porarily and in such a situ-
ation, the devotees who
come to see Maa
Bamleshwari Devi are fac-
ing numerous problems.

Hundreds of employees
are working in the Maa
Bamleshwari Trust

Committee, in such a situ-
ation, how far is it proper
to keep the canteen closed
due to non-account of one
employee, is also being op-
posed by many.Meanwhile
Treasurer Virdi Chand
Bhandari, treasurer of
Maa Bamleshwari Trust
Committee, has said that
due to non-accounting of
income received from the
canteen after Navratri fes-
tival, the canteen has been
kept closed due to techni-
cal reasons, but will be
opened soon.

Revenue Minister lays stone of pond 

LPG PRICES HIKE

Workers arrange Liquefied Petroleum Gas (LPG) cylinders at godown, in Prayagraj, Wednesday. The price of LPG
cylinder has been hiked by nearly 24 percent in the past one year.

HEAT WAVE

School students riding pillion on a scooter shield themselves under an umbrella from the sun on a hot summer
afternoon, in Gurugram, Wednesday.
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Commits suicide
 Shajapur: Madhya

Pradesh School
Education Minister
Inder Singh Parmar’s
daughter-in-law al-
legedly committed
suicide at her resi-
dence in Shajapur dis-
trict, an official said.
Savita Parmar (22),
the wife of Devraj
Parmar, took the ex-
treme step by hanging
herself around 9 pm
on Tuesday at her
home in Pochaner vil-
lage, Avantipur
Badodia police station
in-charge Pradeep
Vaskale said on
Wednesday. The rea-
son behind the ex-
treme step was not
clear, he said.

Char Dham pilgrims
 Dehradun: With a

rush of pilgrims for
the Char Dham Yatra,
the daily limit im-
posed on the number
of people visiting
each of the shrines —
Badrinath,
Kedarnath, Gangotri
and Yamunotri — in
Uttarakhand has been
increased by 1,000 for
the first 45 days of the
yatra season. An earli-
er government order
in this regard had
been partially modi-
fied, increasing the
limit to 16,000 for
Badrinath, 13,000 for
Kedarnath, 80,000 for
Gangotri and 5,000 for
Yamunotri, officials
said on Wednesday.

Heatwave 
 New Delhi: The max-

imum temperature in
Delhi is likely to hover
around the 40-degree
mark on Wednesday
and start increasing
thereafter as mois-
ture-carrying easterly
winds make way for
hot and dry wester-
lies. The minimum
temperature settled at
28 degrees Celsius,
three notches more
than normal. A fresh
heatwave spell was
predicted over Delhi
from Sunday, but east-
erly winds prevailing
in the national capital
under the impact of
Cyclone Asani shield-
ed the city against it.

Foreign chariot
 Srikakulam (AP): A

strange-looking gold
colour-coated chariot
came afloat to the Bay
of Bengal coast near
Santabommali in this
north coastal Andhra
district on
Wednesday morning,
leaving the locals in
awe. Going by the let-
tering on the chariot,
that looked more like
a floating puja
mandir, police sus-
pect it could be of
Myanmar origin.A
date, 16-01-2022, was
found inscribed on
the chariot.The locals
pulled it ashore after
which the police took
control of it, but
everyone was clueless
how it drifted this far.

Girl raped
 Pune: A 12-year-old

girl was allegedly
raped by two men in
Pimpri Chinchwad
town of
Maharashtra’s Pune
district, police said
on Wednesday. The
Chinchwad police on
Tuesday arrested the
accused, aged 18 and
21, under relevant
sections of the IPC
and Protection of
Children from
Sexual Offences
(POCSO) Act, an offi-
cial said. According
to the police, one of
the accused alleged-
ly waylaid the girl
when she was on her
way to a flour mill on
April 21 and took her
to the room of anoth-
er accused, where
the duo raped her.

Bhubaneswar/Kolkata,
May 11 (PTI): Several
parts of Odisha and West
Bengal are bracing for
heavy rain as severe cy-
clone Asani weakened to a
cyclonic storm on
Wednesday, barreling to-
wards north coastal
Andhra Pradesh, packing
wind speed of 85 km per
hour, the Met Department
said.

The weather system is
likely to further lose steam
and turn into a depression
by Thursday morning, it

said. It is very likely to
move nearly northwards
for next few hour and re-
curve slowly north-north-
eastwards along Narsapur,
Yanam, Kakinada, Tuni
and Visakhapatnam coasts
during noon to evening on
Wednesday, and emerge
into west central Bay of
Bengal off North Andhra
Pradesh coasts by night,
the India Meteorological
Department said in a bul-
letin. The Odisha govern-
ment has put five southern
districts - Malkangiri,

Koraput, Rayagada,
Ganjam and Gajapati - on
high alert , as they are like-
ly to be affected by the cy-
clone that may touch land
mass between Kakinada
and Visakhapatnam, about
200 km from Odisha. Light
to moderate rain or thun-
dershower is likely to occur
in Malkangiri, Koraput,
Rayagada, Kalahandi,
Ganjam, Gajapati,
Kandhamal, Nayagarh,
Khurda, Puri, Cuttack and
Bhubaneswar, the Regional
Meteorological Centre said.
Special Relief
Commissioner (SRC) P K
Jena said 60 ODRAF
(Odisha Disaster Rapid
Action Force) units and 132
teams of fire service per-
sonnel have been deployed
in the state, considering the
emerging situation.

The National Disaster
Response Force (NDRF)
has earmarked a total of 50
teams for undertaking res-
cue and relief operations in
areas affected by Asani, the
federal agency said.

Cyclone Asani weakens, Odisha,
Bengal brace for heavy rain

High waves crash on the Vizhinjam fishing harbour owing
to Cyclone Asani, in Thiruvananthapuram, Wednesday.

New Delhi, May 11 (PTI):

Civic authorities on
Wednesday carried out an
anti-encroachment drive
in Najafgarh and other
areas in south Delhi, as
bulldozers continued to
roll in the city to carry out
the action.

A day earlier, South
Corporation had carried
out a drive to remove ille-
gal temporary structures
and demolish a few brick
walls in New Friends
Colony. Meanwhile, a sen-
ior official said that dur-
ing SDMC’s anti-en-
croachment drive in New
Friends Colony “a tree
had got uprooted uninten-
tionally”. Information in
this regard was given to
the deputy conservator of

forests via a letter dated
May 10 wherein the SDMC
has “assured the forest de-
partment to undertake
‘compensatory afforesta-
tion of 10 number of trees’
in lieu of the uprooted
tree or take measures as
directed by the forest de-
partment,” the civic body
said. On Wednesday, civic

authorities carried out a
round of planned anti-en-
croachment drive in
Najafgarh and West Zones
of the SDMC, removing
temporary structures put
up illegally, a senior offi-
cial said. As per the plan,
action is to be carried out
in all four zones of the cor-
poration. In Najafgarh

Zone, action was initiated
in the stretch from
Aakash Hospital to
Madhu Vihar Bus
Terminal and surround-
ing areas, in Ward No.51S,
while in the West Zone, it
was being done in
Chaukhandi and sur-
rounding areas in Ward
No.6S, as per information
shared by the civic offi-
cial. Police personnel have
reached areas in South
Zone too, while action in
Central Zone was yet to
begin, the official said.

Central Zone areas,
marked for action include
Meher Chand Market,
Lodhi Colony, places near
Sai Baba Mandir and JLN
Metro Station and sur-
rounding areas in ward
no. 58S, officials said.

SDMC carries out anti-encroachment
drive in Najafgarh, West zones

Thane, May 11 (PTI):

Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi has moved an ap-
plication in a court at
Bhiwandi in
Maharashtra’s Thane dis-
trict, seeking permanent
exemption from appear-
ance in a defamation case
filed against him.

Judicial Magistrate
First Class (JMFC) J V
Paliwal on Tuesday direct-
ed the complainant, local
RSS activist Rajesh Kunte,
to respond to the applica-
tion and posted the matter
for further hearing on
May 18.

In 2014, Kunte had filed
the case against Gandhi
after watching his speech
in Thane’s Bhiwandi
township, where the

Congress leader alleged
that the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh
(RSS) was behind the
killing of Mahatma
Gandhi.

Kunte had claimed this
statement slandered the
reputation of the RSS.

In his application moved
on Tuesday, Gandhi said
being a member of
Parliament (from
Wayanad in Kerala), he
has to visit his constituen-
cy, attend to the party work
and travel a lot, hence he
be exempted from appear-
ing in person before the
court.

His advocate Narayan
Iyer said Gandhi has also
stated in his application
that whenever required,
he be allowed to be repre-

sented by his lawyer in the
hearing.

On Tuesday, Kunte also
moved an application
seeking exemption from
appearance as he was un-
well, which was allowed
by the court.

In 2018, the court had
framed charges against
Gandhi in the case, but he
had pleaded not guilty.

Last month, Kunte paid
Rs 1,500 cost to Gandhi, as
per the court’s directions,
as he (Kunte) had sought
adjournment in the case.

Kunte had moved appli-
cations seeking adjourn-
ment in the case twice - in
March and April - which
the court had rejected and
asked him to pay Rs 500
(for March) and Rs 1,000
(for April) to Gandhi.

Defamation case

Rahul Gandhi seeks permanent 
exemption from appearance in Maha court

Ranchi, May 11 (PTI):

Jharkhand mining sec-
retary Pooja Singhal ap-
peared before the ED for
the second consecutive
day in connection with a
money-laundering probe
linked to alleged embez-
zlement of MGNREGA
funds in Khunti and other
charges, officials said on
Wednesday.

The 2000-batch Indian
Administrative Service
(IAS) officer arrived at
the agency’s regional of-
fice in Hinoo area around
10:40 AM.

The federal agency had
recorded the statement of
the officer under the
Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA).
The officer was present
for about nine hours at its
office on Tuesday. The
statement of her busi-

nessman husband
Abhishek Jha has also
been recorded by the
agency.

The agency also carried
out some fresh raids in
Kolkata in connection
with the case.

The questioning of the
couple comes after the ED
conducted raids against
the bureaucrat, her hus-
band, their linked entities
and others on May 6 in

Jharkhand and a few
other locations.

The agency has also
seized four SUVs — a
Jaguar, a Fortuner and
two Honda brand cars —
which were in the name
of arrested CA Suman
Kumar or his linked per-
sons under the anti-
money laundering law.

The Enforcement
Directorate investigation
against Singhal and oth-
ers pertains to a money-
laundering case in which
former junior engineer in
the Jharkhand govern-
ment, Ram Binod Prasad
Sinha, was arrested by
the agency on June 17,
2020 from West Bengal
after he was booked by
the agency under the
PMLA in 2012 after study-
ing the FIRs of the state
vigilance bureau against
him.

J’khand mining secretary Pooja Singhal
appears before ED for second day

Meerut (UP), May 11 (PTI):

Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath
exhorted people to expose
those who want to create
division and divide peo-
ple on the basis of caste,
creed, region and lan-
guage. On a visit to this
district, the chief minis-
ter said the state has
shown that unnecessary
loudspeakers can be re-
moved and that the ‘alvi-
da namaz’ can be offered
not on the streets but in
places of worship.

He also advised people
to beware of people who
are still indulging in the
conspiracy to divide.

“Those who want to
create division in the so-
ciety, want to divide on
the basis of caste, creed,
region and language, we
have to expose them.

“We have to beware of

those who are trying to
push us towards the era
of slavery. We have to
break the plans of such
people,” the chief minis-
ter said addressing a pro-
gramme at the Victoria
Park here on the occasion
of Kranti Diwas. He
asked people to trust the
present government, say-
ing under the leadership

of the BJP dispensation
at the Centre and the
state, the country is con-
tinuously moving for-
ward. The chief minister
said along with the
mantra of ‘Sabka Saath
Sabka Vikas, everyone is
getting the benefits of
various central and state
government schemes.
Citing the achievements

of his government, he
said Ram Navami and
programmes of
Hanuman Jayanti were
held in a peaceful man-
ner in the state.

Uttar Pradesh has
shown that unnecessary
mikes can also be re-
moved and that the ‘alvi-
da namaz’ can be offered
not on the streets but in
the places of worship, he
said, adding that now the
state is strengthening the
economy.

The chief minister said
today the eyes of the
whole world are on India.

Wherever there is a cri-
sis in the world India
stands at the forefront.
Even in the Russia-
Ukraine war, the world
looks towards India. The
world is adopting Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi’s promise of peace,
the CM added.

Expose those who want to create division in society: UP CM

Aizawl, May 11 (PTI):

Mizoram BJP president
Vanlalhmuaka said the saf-
fron party would stake
claim to form the new ex-
ecutive body in the Mara
Autonomous District
Council (MADC) in south
Mizoram’s Siaha district.

The results of the
MADC elections were an-
nounced on Monday and
the BJP emerged as the
single largest party win-
ning 12 out of total 25 seats,
one seat short of a simple
majority. The Mizo
National Front (MNF),
which is the ruling party
in the state, has bagged
nine seats and Congress
won four seats. “We will
stake claim to form the
new executive body in
MADC as we are the single
largest party. I hope some

members from either MNF
or Congress, who want en-
hancement of power of the
council, will support and
join us,” Vanlalhmuaka
told PTI on Tuesday. The
BJP president, however,
ruled out any post-poll al-
liance or coalition with
MNF or Congress. “We
will not form a coalition
with either MNF or
Congress. We will form a
new executive body of our
own and I hope some mem-
bers from MNF or

Congress will join us,” he
said. Meanwhile, Congress
Legislature Party leader
Zodintluanga told re-
porters on Tuesday that
the Congress would not
have any post-poll alliance
with rivals MNF and BJP.
Expressing gratitude to
the people for electing four
Congress candidates,
Zodintluanga said that the
people want us to be in op-
position bench and that is
why the Political Affairs
Committee (PAC) of the
Congress has decided not
to work with either MNF
or BJP. Polling for the 25-
member MADC was held
on May 5 and results were
declared on Monday.

The Mizoram State
Election Commission has
fixed May 13 as the last
date for formation of exec-
utive body.

BJP to stake claim to form new 
executive body of MADC: Vanlalhmuaka



Colombo, May 11 (PTI):

The International
Monetary Fund on
Wednesday said that it
would continue the techni-
cal level talks with debt-
ridden Sri Lanka to pre-
pare for policy discussions
once a new government
has been formed in the is-
land nation.

Sri Lanka has been
grappling with an un-
precedented economic tur-
moil since its independ-
ence from Britain in 1948.
Sri Lanka is currently fac-
ing the worst economic
crisis and political insta-
bility ever after
Independence due to man-
ifold reasons both short
and long-term.

The IMF said that it re-
mains committed to assist-
ing Sri Lanka in line with
its policies, the Colombo
Gazette news portal re-
ported.

Technical level discus-
sions with Sri Lanka have
commenced. They will
continue in order to pre-
pare for policy discussions
once a new Government
has been formed, the IMF
was quoted as saying by
the report.

On our virtual mission
during May 9-23, discus-
sions at the technical level
have just started and con-
tinued as planned so as to
be fully prepared for poli-
cy discussions once a new
government has been
formed, the IMF said in a
statement.

The IMF also said that it
is following developments
in Sri Lanka closely and is
concerned about rising so-
cial tensions and violence.

In the month of April,
the two sides convened
their first round of talks at

the IMF headquarters in
Washington.

Sri Lanka is hoping for a
Rapid Finance Instrument
(RFI) facility as well as a
larger Extended Fund
Facility (EFF) from the in-
ternational financial body
to help it deal with its for-
eign currency shortages,
which have triggered an
economic crisis.
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ETERNAL FLAME

Ecuador’s President Guillermo Lasso rekindles 
the eternal flame at the Hall of Remembrance during a
visit to the Yad Vashem Holocaust Memorial museum 

in Jerusalem on May 11.

GUARD OF HONOUR

Japan’s Prime Minister Fumio Kishida (L) and Finland’s Prime Minister Sanna Marin attend an honour guard 
ceremony before their meeting at the prime minister’s office in Tokyo on May 11.

BRIEF
Zero COVID policy

Beijing: China’s
much-touted dynamic
zero COVID policy
came under sharp
criticism from the
WHO which termed it
unsustainable in view
of the constantly
changing behaviour
of the coronavirus
and called on Beijing
to shift its strategy.
World Health
Organisation (WHO)
Director-General
Tedros Adhanom
Ghebreyesus said this
on Tuesday while
commenting on
China’s zero COVID
policy under which
many Chinese cities,
including Shanghai
and Beijing, were ei-
ther under lockdown
or semi-lockdown for
prolonged periods.

Torture 
Paris: French inves-
tigative judges at the
Paris Tribunal on
Wednesday opened a
probe into torture alle-
gations against
Interpol President Maj.
Gen. Ahmed Nasser al-
Raisi of the United
Arab Emirates.Two
British citizens,
Matthew Hedges and
Ali Issa Ahmad, who
had both been detained
in the UAE before al-
Raisi was elected presi-
dent of the France-
based world police
agency,will on
Wednesday give evi-
dence against him at
the Specialized Judicial
Unit for Crimes
Against Humanity and
War Crimes of the
Paris Tribunal, their
lawyers said.

Yellen trip
Washington:
Treasury Secretary
Janet Yellen’s appear-
ance before a Senate
committee took an un-
expected and tense de-
tour into the abortion
debate Tuesday when
senators questioned
her about the poten-
tial impact of an abor-
tion ban on the
American economy. I
believe that eliminat-
ing the right of
women to make deci-
sions about when and
whether to have chil-
dren would have very
damaging effects on
the economy and
would set women
back decades, Yellen
said in response to a
question from Sen.
Bob Menendez, D-N.J.

Bear attack
Anchorage: A US
Army soldier died of
injuries sustained in a
bear attack Tuesday
in Alaska. The soldier
was part of a small
group in a training
area west of the
Anchorage Regional
Landfill when the
bear attacked. The
name of the soldier
was being withheld
pending next-of-kin
notification.

London, May 11 (AP):

Britain and the
European Union were
once again at loggerheads
over Brexit on Wednesday,
after the U.K. government
ramped up threats to
scrap parts of its trade
treaty with the bloc, say-
ing the rules are blocking

the formation of a new
government in Northern
Ireland.

Foreign Secretary Liz
Truss said the govern-
ment would not shy away
from taking action if it
can’t reach agreement
with the bloc.

The EU warned that
renegotiating the legally

binding agreement is not
an option. Any move by
Britain to unilaterally
rewrite the rules would
bring legal action from
the bloc that could esca-
late into a trade war.

Arrangements for
Northern Ireland the only
part of the U.K. that
shares a border with an
EU nation have been the
thorniest subject of con-
tention in the U.K.’s di-
vorce from the 27-nation
bloc, which became final
at the end of 2020.

A deal was agreed to
keep the Irish border free
of customs posts and
other checks, because an
open border is a key pillar
of the peace process that
ended decades of violence
in Northern Ireland.
Instead, there are checks
on some goods entering
Northern Ireland from the
rest of the U.K.

UK ramps up threat to rewrite
Brexit deal with the EU

Foreign Secretary Liz Truss

Colombo, May 11 (PTI):

Sri Lankan President
Gotabaya Rajapaksa will
have talks on Wednesday
with the ruling party dissi-
dents and the main
Opposition SJB to end the
political impasse after the
resignation of prime min-
ister Mahinda Rajapaksa.

After nearly two days of
political deadlock, the
stakeholders are engaged
in prolonged talks to try
and appoint a successor to
Mahinda Rajapaksa.

Mahinda, 76, resigned as
prime minister on
Monday amid unprece-
dented economic turmoil
in the country, hours after
his supporters attacked
anti-government protest-
ers, prompting authorities
to impose a nationwide
curfew and deploy Army
troops in the capital. The
attack triggered wide-
spread violence against

pro-Rajapaksa politicians.
We will have more talks

today (Wednesday).
Hopefully we will see an
end (of the political im-
passe) today, Anura Yapa,
a senior leader of the inde-
pendent group that had
split from the ruling SLPP

coalition, told PTI.
The main Opposition

Samagi Jana Balawegaya
(SJB), the ruling party dis-
sidents and President
Gotabaya Rajapaksa have
been holding talks for the
last two days without
much success, according

to sources. This is the time
for all Sri Lankans to join
hands as one, to overcome
the economic, social & po-
litical challenges. I urge all
#Srilankans to reject the
subversive attempts to
push you towards racial &
religious disharmony.
Promoting moderation,
toleration & coexistence is
vital, the President said on
Twitter.

Parliamentary sources
said Speaker Mahinda
Yapa Abeyawardene’s
plan to hold a party lead-
ers’ meeting on the recon-
vening of Parliament be-
fore its scheduled date
next week has become dif-
ficult as parties had raised
safety issues in the cur-
rent volatile situation.

The Speaker would opt
for an online meeting.

The main Opposition
had handed over a motion
of no trust against the gov-
ernment.

Sri Lanka crisis: Talks on to end 
political impasse after PM’s resignation

Anti-government demonstrators take part in a protest near
the President’s office in Colombo. Fresh protests erupted in
Sri Lanka’s capital on May 10, defying a government
curfew after five people died in the worst violence in weeks
of demonstrations over a dire economic crisis

London, May 11 (AP):

Elon Musk said Twitter
would reverse its ban of
former President Donald
Trump if his purchase of
the social media company
goes through, signalling
just how permissive the
platform could become to-
ward free speech under
his ownership.

Speaking virtually at an
auto conference, the Tesla
CEO said Tuesday that
Twitter’s ban of Trump
following the Jan 6, 2021
insurrection at the US
Capitol was a morally bad
decision and foolish in the
extreme. I think that was a
mistake because it alienat-
ed a large part of the coun-
try and did not ultimately
result in Donald Trump
not having a voice, said
Musk, adding that he pre-
ferred temporary suspen-
sions and other narrowly
tailored punishments for

content that is illegal or
otherwise destructive to
the world.”

Twitter co-founder and
former CEO Jack Dorsey
voiced his agreement in a
Tuesday tweet in which he
said generally permanent
bans are a failure of ours
and don’t work. Shares of
Twitter dropped 1.5%
Tuesday to 47.24 per share.
That’s 13 percent below
the offer of 54.20 per share
or 44 billion that Musk
made on April 14, a reflec-

tion of Wall Street’s con-
cerns that the deal could
still fall through. Musk
emphasised Tuesday that
it is certainly not a done
deal.”

Musk has repeatedly
criticised Twitter’s con-
tent moderation decisions,
including banning Trump
for incitement of violence,
but had mostly avoided
saying what he would do
about Trump’s account.
He was pressed for more
details Tuesday by Peter
Campbell, an automotive
correspondent for the
Financial Times, which
hosted the auto confer-
ence. If Musk is concerned
that many people were
upset that Trump was
banned, he should see how
many more people would
be upset if Trump was not
banned, said Kirsten
Martin, a professor of
technology ethics at the
University of Notre Dame.

Musk says he would reverse
Twitter’s ban of Donald Trump

Technical level discussions 
with Sri Lanka will continue: IMF

Hong Kong, May 11:

After decades of lag-
ging behind, China’s
technological innovation
competes on the world
stage. It has helped define
what Chinese national-
ism looks like today.

For many educated pro-
fessionals in urban
China, the government’s
plan to make China a
world leader in scientific
research and technologi-
cal innovation is not
mere government propa-
ganda. China’s political
leaders and social elites
have long argued that
stale scientific and tech-
nological development
was a key reason why the
country lagged behind
the West, since suffering
defeat in the first Opium

War in the mid-19th cen-
tury.

Techno-scientific devel-
opment became tethered
to national security and
economic growth, espe-
cially to reduce depend-
ence on imports, pursue
exports and capitalise on
increasingly global value
chains and shift China
beyond its status as the
world’s factory’. Granted,
the Chinese people have
been repeatedly exposed
to this narrative through
decades of formal educa-
tion and official media,
but there is more to it.

This narrative pro-
vides the language for
them to think about and
make sense of the eco-
nomic and technological
practices in their daily
lives.

Chinese techno-nationalism
more than mere propaganda

S cientists at the
University of

California, San
Diego, have devel-
oped a smartphone
app that can detect
early signs of
Alzheimer's disease
and other neurolog-
ical conditions. The
app uses the phone's
near-infrared cam-
era to track changes
in the size of a per-
son's pupils at a
sub-millimetre
level. These meas-
urements can then
be used to assess
that person's cogni-
tive condition.
As technology evolves, the eyes
will prove more and more use-
ful as a means of diagnosing
all kinds of diseases and condi-
tions because, by being trans-
parent, the eye requires far less
invasive methods of examina-

tion than other body parts.
But even without technology,

it is possible to detect a number
of health problems simply by
looking at the eyes. Here are
some of the warning signs.

Pupil size
The pupil responds instantly

to light, becoming smaller in
bright environments and larg-
er in dimmer conditions.
Sluggish or delayed responses
in pupil size can point to sever-
al diseases that can include se-
rious conditions such as
Alzheimer's disease, as well as
effects of medications and evi-
dence of drug use. Dilated
pupils are common in those
who use stimulant drugs, such
as cocaine and amphetamine.
Very small pupils can be seen
in heroin users.

Red or yellow eyes
A change in the colour of

the sclera (the whites of the
eyes ) suggests that something
is not right. A red, bloodshot
eye can be triggered by excess
alcohol or drug abuse. It can
also be caused by an irritation
or infection that, in most
cases, passes within days.

If the change in colour is
persistent, it can signal a
more serious infection, in-
flammation, or a reaction to
contact lenses or their solu-
tions. In extreme cases, a red
eye indicates glaucoma, a sin-
ister disease that can lead to
blindness.

When the sclera become
yellow, this is a most obvious
sign of jaundice and a dis-
eased liver. The underlying
causes of jaundice vary wide-
ly. They include inflammation
of the liver (hepatitis), genetic
or autoimmune conditions,
and certain medications,
viruses or tumours.

Red spot
A blood-red spot on the white

of the eye (subconjunctival
haemorrhage) can look fright-
ening and is always the result
of a small localised blood ves-
sel that has burst. Most times,
there is no known cause, and it
disappears within days.
However, it can also be an indi-
cation of high blood pressure,
diabetes and blood-clotting dis-
orders that cause excessive
bleeding. Blood-thinning drugs
such as aspirin can also be the
cause, and if the problem is fre-
quent, might suggest that the
dosage should be reviewed.

Ring around the cornea
A white or grey ring around

the cornea is often linked to
high cholesterol and an in-
creased risk of heart disease. It
can also reveal alcoholism and
is sometimes seen in the eyes
of older people, which is why
the medical name given to it is
arcus senilis.

Fatty lump
Sometimes the most alarm-

ing features that can appear on
the eyes are actually the most
benign and easy to treat. A yel-
lowish fatty lump that can ap-
pear on the white of the eye is a
pinguecula (pronounced pin-
GWEK-you-la), a small deposit
of fat and protein that may be
easily remedied by eye drops or
removed by a simple operation.

A pterygium (pronounced
tur-RIDGE-ium) that appears
as a pinkish growth over the
white of the eye is not a danger
to sight until it starts to grow
over the cornea (the coloured
part of the eye).

Fortunately, pterygia grow
very slowly. As with pinguecu-
la, it can easily be removed.
Indeed, it should be removed

well before it reaches the
cornea. If allowed to keep
growing, the pterygium will
form an opaque film over the
cornea that will obstruct vi-
sion. One of the major causal
factors for both pinguecula and
pterygium is believed to be
chronic exposure to ultraviolet
light from the Sun.

Bulging eyes
Bulging eyes can be part of a

normal facial feature, but
when eyes that were not previ-
ously bulging start to protrude
forward, the most obvious
cause is a problem with the
thyroid gland and needs med-
ical attention. A single eye that
is bulging can be caused by an
injury, infection or, more
rarely, a tumour behind the
eye.
Swollen or twitching eyelids

The eyelids can also indicate
many diseases. These are most-
ly related to minor conditions
of the glands in the eyelids. A
common condition is the stye
or chalazion, which appears as
a red lump on the upper and,
less often, lower eyelid and is
caused by a blocked oil gland.
A stye generally disappears on
its own or with warm com-
presses. If it persists, it needs
to be removed with a simple
procedure.

A twitching eyelid (ocular
myokymia) can be an irrita-
tion, even an embarrassment,
and often feels far worse than it
looks. In most cases, it is per-
fectly harmless and can be
linked to stress, nutrient im-
balance or consuming too
much caffeine.

Writer is Professor and
Deputy Dean, Research and
Innovation, Anglia Ruskin

University
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Mind your business 
The ongoing IPL which is

considered as the best event
T20 tournament being
played among the best
cricketers of the globe, ex-
cluding the cricketers from
Pakistan, has produced
many raw talents which no
doubt has benefited Indian
cricket. One of them is
Umran Malik from JK, the
tear wayright-handed pacer
who is bowling around 155
kmph to unsettle the best
batsmen. Previously India
was badly lacking a genuine
pacer, the problem now
seems to have a solution.
The said young pacer needs
attention. We have now a
battery of genuine pacers
apart from Umran Mallik
who can make any batsmen
smell the leather. Also Read
- Gunotsav: An evaluation
of Government schools
Very amusingly two very
controversial MPs from
Congress with diabolic past
records have already start-
ed demanding the immedi-
ate inclusion of the young
pacer into the national team
due to reasons best known
to all bonafide Indians.

Dr Ashim Chowdhury,
via email

Weight of school bags 
To carry a weight more

than 15 kg on the back of a
school student is a serious
matter. A student has to do
the same the whole week,
except on holidays. It is a
great burden for the chil-
dren which may cause
great harm to their back-
bone. The Directorate of
Education has issued a cir-
cular asking schools to fol-
low the new 'School Bag
Policy, 2020' released by the
National Council of
Educational Research and
Training (NCERT) which
states that the weight of
the school bags, as per the
policy, should be 1.6 to 2.2
kg for students of Classes I
and II, 1.7 to 2.5 kg for
Classes III, IV and V, 2 to 3
kg for Classes VI and VII,
2.5 to 4 kg for Class VIII, 2.5
to 4.5 kg for Classes IX and
X and 3.5 to 5 kg for Classes
XI and XII. It should be the
duty of the school authori-
ties to take measures to
manage the weight load of
their students according to
the specified guidelines.
Watching my grandchild
who is in class VI, carrying
such a load on her back day
after day at such a tender
age is unwatchable as the
weight load she has to bear
is tiring her out and she
gets exhausted, leaving lit-
tle energy for other activi-
ties. Through your es-
teemed daily I would like to
request the authorities to
look into this neglected but
very important matter and
relieve the students from
the burden of their heavy
school bags as soon as pos-
sible.

Ajit Das Mankachar,
via mail

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

WHAT THEY TWEET!

AAaakkaasshh  CChhoopprraa
@@ccrriicckkeettaaaakkaasshh

Gujarat Titans. Take a bow
I must admit that I didn’t
see them
qualifying…couldn’t be
happier to be proved
wrong. Upwards and
onwards. Won’t be sur-
prised if both newcomers
meet again on the 29th.
But then…what do I know 

SShhaasshhii  TThhaarroooorr@@SShhaasshhiiTThhaarroooorr

Agree. I’ve lived in Singapore three years
& been hugely impressed by their relent-
less efforts to prevent any communal
friction, which has helped them focus on
development and growth. There’s a les-
son there for all of us that some in our
country are trying to get us to unlearn.

HHaarrsshh  GGooeennkkaa@@hhvvggooeennkkaa

I asked Swami Harshanand “Swami,
please explain to me the role of HR
in the corporate context?”He
thought for a while and answered
“HR is the unofficial lawyer, psychia-
trist, event organizer, teacher, con-
flict solver, career planner, detec-
tive and distributor of peanuts.”

MMaahheesshh  BBaabbuu
@@uurrssttrruullyyMMaahheesshh

Humbled and honoured to
be starring on the cover of
#ThePeacockMagazine.
The shoot and the overall
experience was so much
fun! Thank you  @falguni-
peacock and @shanepea-
cock. Here’s to many more! 

NNDDTTVV  NNeewwss  ffeeeedd@@nnddttvvffeeeedd

Vice President Releases Book On PM Modi, Says He's A "Phenomenon" https://ndtv.com/india-
news/vice-president-venkaiah-naidu-releases-book-on-pm-modi-modi-20-dreams-meeting-delivery-
2965160

DDrr..TTaannuu  JJaaiinn@@DDrrTTaannuuJJaaiinn11

If you want to be a leader and win
this game of life.... Wake up even
if you don't want to, stand up even
if legs hurt for sometime, run even
if lane is crowded...do what is
ought to be done... Go get what
you deserve 

T he latest official data on India’s merchandise trade for April gave
reasons for cheer at first glance as exports rose by 24.22 per cent

to a monthly record high of USD 38.19 billion. But, the joy soon faded as
the data also revealed that the trade deficit widened to over USD 20 bil-
lion against USD 15.29 billion in the year-ago period. Exports rose on ac-
count of healthy performance by sectors like petroleum products, elec-
tronic goods and chemicals. At the same time, imports during the month
under review grew by 26.55 per cent to USD 58.26 billion. Oil imports
during the month rose by 81.21 per cent to USD 19.5 billion. Coal, Coke
and Briquettes imports jumped to USD 4.8 billion as against USD 2 billion
in April 2021. Gold imports, however, dipped to USD 1.68 billion during
the month under review from USD 6.23 billion in April 2021. Engineering
goods exports increased by 15.38 per cent to USD 9.2 billion while petro-
leum products exports soared 113.21 per cent to USD 7.73 billion.
However, gems and jewellery exports dipped by 2.11 per cent to USD 3.3
billion. It is elementary economics that widening trade deficit puts more
pressure on the rupee and aids growth-retarding inflation. Policymakers
can ill afford to let their guard down on trade imbalances. 

Emerging from a record export performance during the just-con-
cluded financial year, outward shipments for the month rose 24.2%
from a year earlier, with electronics and chemicals showing healthy ex-
pansion, while petroleum products more than doubled. However, im-
ports continued to outpace exports, growing by 26.6% to broaden the
goods trade deficit, which widened to $20.07 billion from $18.5 billion
in March. The trade deficit — the extent to which the import bill ex-
ceeds export receipts — worryingly breached $200 billion for a rolling
12-month period for the first time in April, impacted predominantly by
petroleum imports of $172 billion. Global crude oil prices have surged
by more than 40% in 2022 in the wake of Russia’s war on Ukraine,
swelling the import bill. The early onset of summer, with a searing
heatwave, has bolstered power demand, setting the pace for coal im-
ports, which grew 136% last month, notwithstanding record output by
key domestic supplier Coal India. Monitoring the trade deficit is crucial
as this has a direct bearing on the current account deficit (CAD).
Disconcertingly, foreign direct investment, which typically helps bridge
the CAD, has seen moderation. And, the wider the CAD, the greater the
downward pressure on the rupee, which has already weakened consid-
erably since the conflict in eastern Europe began in February. A weaker
rupee, in turn, makes imports costlier, potentially widening the trade
deficit, and thus triggering a vicious cycle.

Widening trade deficit
eclipses record export

T he US withdrawal from Afghanistan was a geopolitical water-
shed. Its shockwaves continue to reverberate and are magnified

by the wars in Ukraine and Yemen. Coupled with the Russian invasion
of Ukraine, the US withdrawal removed a major obstacle to Iranian pro-
jection in Central Asia and created an opportunity for Iran to potential-
ly enhance its influence, increase trade, and expand security coopera-
tion in Central Asia. Moreover, the withdrawal worked in Iran’s favour
by putting one more nail in the coffin of an almost 80-year-old alliance
between the United States and Iran’s arch-rival, Saudi Arabia. Already
angry at US President Joe Biden’s refusal to deal directly with Crown
Prince Mohammed bin Salman because of the 2018 Saudi killing of
journalist Jamal Khashoggi, Saudi Arabia saw the bungled withdrawal,
along with the US failure to respond robustly to attacks on critical Gulf
state infrastructure by Iran and Iranian-backed Houthi rebels in Yemen
as further evidence of America’s increasing unreliability as a security
guarantor. Last month’s revival of security talks between Iran and
Saudi Arabia highlighted the arc that links the Ukrainian and Yemeni
wars with the withdrawal. Saudi Arabia is groping for an exit from an
eight-year-long war in Yemen that has cost it significant reputational
damage and raised questions about its military capabilities. The talks
with Iran broke off shortly after the US withdrawal. However, they
were revived as Russia struggled to achieve some semblance of victory
in Ukraine. The timing highlighted that Iran's options might be less cur-
tailed by the Afghanistan, Ukraine, and Yemen wars than those of other
regional players. Ukraine has taken Russia out of the equation as a pos-
sible guarantor of security or an alternative to the United States as an
arms supplier for Saudi Arabia and other Gulf states. That leaves Saudi
Arabia worried about its ability to protect itself despite increased mili-
tary prowess and an armoury filled with some of the world's most so-
phisticated weaponry, with no good options. The kingdom may be
looking at China but is likely to discover that it is looking at a power
that still lacks the capability and the will to replace the United States
and would likely extract a higher price for offering to guarantee region-
al security. Few would argue that the scenes of tens of thousands at
Kabul airport trying to flee Afghanistan as American troops withdrew
inspired confidence in US protection. 

The ability of the United States and Europe to bolster Ukrainian re-
sistance will likely have mitigated to some degree the impact of the
dramatic pictures from Kabul. At the same time, Gulf states, if at-
tacked, may not have the wherewithal of the Ukrainians if the 1990
Iraqi invasion of Kuwait is anything to go by. That drives home the Gulf
states' dependence on a third-party security guarantor in the absence
of confidence-inspiring multilateral, regional arrangements. Kuwaitis
largely fled their country at the time while a US-led coalition forced
Iraq to withdraw. In the wake of Ukraine, Russia is too preoccupied to
take on other major military commitments, and China would not en-
tertain the idea. That leaves the US for the foreseeable as the Gulf
states’ only alternative. Viewed from Tehran, the post-US withdrawal
world is a different world in which the United States has been hum-
bled and removed from one of its borders. It is a world where the
Taliban-governed Afghanistan is a more immediate problem for Iran
than the Gulf states. In recent days, Iran has reportedly moved addi-
tional military forces, including the army’s 88th armoured division, to
its border with Afghanistan amid rising tensions with the Taliban.
Iranian officials say border guards have acted with “restraint” in the
face of alleged provocative actions by Taliban forces. The troops were
ordered to the border after Pakistani militants, based in eastern
Afghanistan, stepped up their attacks inside Pakistan. Last month,
two Pakistani airstrikes in eastern Afghanistan killed at least 40 peo-
ple, including some civilians. The United Nations said that 20 children
were among the dead. The strikes occurred against areas believed to
have been from where militants had killed seven soldiers in Pakistan.
Pakistan hasn't confirmed the airstrikes and declined to comment on
the civilian deaths but said earlier that "terrorists were using Afghan
soil with impunity to carry out activities inside Pakistan." Anti-Iranian
protests in Herat and Kabul and the stabbing by an Afghan national of
three clerics in Iran also fuelled tensions between the two countries.
The incidents cast a shadow over Iranian efforts to capitalise on the
fallout in Central Asia of the Russian invasion of Ukraine. The Taliban's
acting minister for refugees and repatriations, Khalilurahman
Haqqani, is expected to visit Tehran in the coming days in an effort to
reduce tensions. “Yemen and Ukraine are not major headaches for
Iran. Afghanistan is,” said an Arab diplomat.

Ukraine joins Afghanistan 
in shaping Gulf rivalries
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A woman steers a boat during the morning school run at Dal Lake in Srinagar on Wednesday.

What your eyes reveal about your health

DDrr  HHaarrsshh  VVaarrddhhaann@@ddrrhhaarrsshhvvaarrddhhaann

On this #NationalScienceDay, I
salute the dedication and persever-
ance of our scientists.This Day marks
the success of Pokhran Nuclear
tests,which helped India stand along
with Nuclear powers. Best wishes to
all the Innovators, Entrepreneurs and
Scientists for future endeavors.

BARBARA PIERSCIONEK

IT IS SCHOOL TIME
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BRIEF

Lower TDS 

New Delhi: The cryp-
to industry has urged
the government to re-
duce the TDS on pay-
ments towards gains
arising from trading
in cryptocurrencies to
0.01 or 0.05 per cent,
from the proposed 1
per cent, saying it will
hurt retail traders.
CoinDCX CEO and Co-
Founder Sumit Gupta
said 30 per cent tax on
income from cryp-
tocurrencies is on the
higher side and should
be reduced. "At the in-
dustry (level), we are
engaging with the gov-
ernment and have sub-
mitted a presentation
on how 30 per cent tax
and more than that, 1
per cent TDS is detri-
mental to the growth
of the industry.

Coal output 
New Delhi: The gov-
ernment on Tuesday
said the country's coal
output rose 29 per cent
to 66.58 million tonnes
(MT) in April. This
comes at a time when
the country is witness-
ing a power crisis on
account of various
factors, including
shortages of the dry
fuel. The country's
coal output in April
2021 stood at 51.62 MT,
as per provisional sta-
tistics of the Ministry
of Coal. The ministry
in a statement said
dispatch of coal to
power utilities grew
18.15 per cent to 61.81
MT during April 2022,
compared to 52.32 MT
in April 2020.

Vehicle scrapping

Nuh (Haryana):
Road transport and
highways minister
Nitin Gadkari on
Tuesday inaugurat-
ed a vehicle scrap-
ping facility in Nuh
district of Haryana.
The minister said
that the automobile
scrapping policy
brought by the
Union government
will reduce pollu-
tion, while increas-
ing the production
capacity in the sec-
tor at lower cost.
Gadkari was speak-
ing at the inaugura-
tion of the vehicle
scrapping facility at
Fatehpur village in
Nuh district, a state
government state-
ment said.

LED projector 
Chennai: IT periph-
erals, lifestyle acces-
sories and consumer
electronics brand
Zebronics has un-
veiled an LED pro-
jector dubbed ZEB-
PixaPlay 11, offering
a theatre like experi-
ence to customers at
home, the city-based
company said on
Wednesday. The ZEB-
PixaPlay 11 LED pro-
jector, priced at Rs
6,299, can project a
large screen upto 381
cms in size with vi-
suals elevating the
viewing experience,
it said in a state-
ment.

New Delhi, May 11:  

India Inc must think out-
side the regime of incen-
tives and subsidies and im-
prove its competitiveness
and productivity while
ramping up R&D expendi-
ture for being future ready,
CII President T V
Narendran said on
Wednesday. Speaking at
'Being Future Ready
Business Summit 2022', the
CII President observed that
a responsible and con-
scious industry must think
beyond its own priorities to
drive positive change for
the nation.

He pointed out that recal-
ibration of global supply
chains presents an oppor-
tunity for the industry to
embed itself more firmly in
the international arena and
expand its global footprint.

"We must move away from
a risk-averse culture to a
mindset that proactively
explores all markets and all
sectors. The many new free
trade agreements being
signed with our key market
partners open up immense
opportunities for our inter-
national engagement and
we must support and lever-
age these to the optimum,"
Narendran said. He called
upon the industry to shift

the focus on building com-
petitiveness through work-
force skilling, innovation,
quality and sustainability.
"It is absolutely essential
for industry to ramp up
R&D expenditure for being
future ready. The Indian in-
dustry's share in total R&D
spend in India is 37 per
cent, as against 80 per cent
in South Korea and 77 per
cent in China. Further, in-
dustry collaboration with
academia and research in-
stitutions on R&D is criti-
cal," the CII President said.
CII President Designate
Sanjiv Bajaj spoke at length
on how the industry must
prepare for 'India@100',
when the country com-
pletes a century of its
Independence from British
Rule in 2047, and said an
important area that will de-
fine the future of the indus-

try is its engagement with
the needs of society and the
community. He said the dig-
ital revolution, including
fintech, e-commerce, etc is
creating immense opportu-
nities for the Indian indus-
try which would make it fu-
ture ready to cater to com-
munity needs, and all this
will be an integral part of
the India@100 agenda. CII
Vice President Pawan
Munjal spoke on the issue
of sustainability and the
role of industry in reduc-
ing the carbon footprint.

He said the industry has
played a significant role in
promoting renewable ener-
gy and energy efficiency.
Immense opportunities are
being created in new indus-
tries viz. green mobility, re-
newable energy, circular
economy and green hydro-
gen.

India Inc must think outside of
sops, subsidies and boost

competitiveness: Narendran

New Delhi, May 11: 

Civil Aviation Minister
Jyotiraditya Scindia on
Wednesday said existing
fare caps act as a protector
for air travellers as well as
airlines and indicated that
doing away with the curbs
could be looked at once the
environment stabilises in
terms of passenger traffic
and jet fuel prices.
Domestic air passenger
traffic has almost recov-
ered to pre-COVID levels
and has been crossing the
4 lakh-mark on some days
in recent times. However,
jet fuel prices are at a high
level and many states have
reduced the taxes levied
on the fuel. Interacting
with reporters here,
Scindia said fare capping,
which is done on a rolling
basis, protects passengers
from being charged exor-
bitant fares.

"I still have an environ-
ment where ATF prices
are still very high, I want
to protect the passengers
and also the airlines... I
have to ensure that the en-
vironment is stable and I
need multiple airlines to
proliferate in my country
and then I need to create
that arena where multiple
airlines can operate," he
said. At present, fare cap-
ping is applicable on a
rolling basis for a 15-day

cycle, and the situation is
monitored by the civil avi-
ation ministry.
Emphasising that the civil
aviation space is on the
path of stabilisation after
being impacted by the
coronvairus pandemic, the
minister said it can be con-
sidered fine once the pas-
senger traffic is stable for a
quarter and also the ATF
(aviation turbine fuel)
price should come down so
that airlines are healthy.
"Fare cap is a protector on
both sides, on the upper
side and the lower side... as
soon as that (stable) period
comes into place... I have
the least desire to interfere
and I need to create a nice
feel so that you guys (in-
dustry) can play," Scindia
said.

He also asserted that
his role is to be a facilita-
tor and also ensure that
entities play by the rules.

New Delhi, May 11: 

Online skill-based gam-
ing industry has made a
case for retaining the serv-
ice under 18 per cent GST
slab instead of putting it
into the highest 28 per cent
tax rate category, saying
the move will badly hit the
USD 2.2-billion sector. The
increase in taxation would
not only have catastrophic
impact on the industry but
also encourage offshore
operators who would cir-
cumvent Indian tax juris-
diction by hosting games
in some other country,
Games24x7 Co-CEO
Trivikraman Thampy
said. "It would be a triple
whammy -- the industry
loses out, the government
loses out on tax revenue
and players loses out as
they would be exposed to
unscrupulous operators,"
he said. An association of
online skill-based gaming
platforms has made repre-
sentation before the au-
thorities for retaining
Goods and Services Tax

(GST) at the current level
for the industry which has
400 players employing
about 45,000 people. Online
games of skills include e-
sports, fantasy games,
rummy and poker or
chess. Such games are ei-
ther free to participate or
involve real money in the
form of platform fees. The
issue has gained traction
as the GST Council in its
next meeting may take a
call on hiking rate on on
casino, race course and on-
line gaming services to 28
per cent as suggested by a
panel of state finance min-
isters. However, the agen-
da for the meeting is yet to
be finalised. A decision on
whether the tax should be
levied on gross or net valu-
ation would be taken after
further deliberations at
the officer level. At pres-
ent, services of casino,
horse racing and online
gaming attract 18 per cent
GST. The government had
in May last year set up a
panel of state ministers
for better valuation of

services of casinos, online
gaming portals and race
courses for levying GST.

Online gaming industry
is directly linked to the
growth of several other
sectors such as semicon-
ductor, banking, payment
gateway, telecom, fintech,
sports and entertainment.
According to Thampy,
GST is currently charged
on platform fee, termed as
Gross Gaming Revenue
(GGR), rather than on the
entire amount pooled in
for a game.

"International best prac-
tices also highlight the op-
timal taxing bracket for
the online gaming indus-
try between 15 and 20 per
cent. Our current GST
rate at 18 per cent is in line
with best practices and re-
duces the incidence of ille-
gitimate operators," he
said. Online games of
skills are inherently differ-
ent from games of chance,
and that the skill-based
gaming industry does not
constitute to gambling or
lottery, he added.

Online gaming industry pitches
for retaining 18 pc GST

Existing fare caps act as protector
for passengers, airlines: Scindia

Bengaluru, May 11: 

The BMW Motorrad is
seeing robust de-
mand which can
be attributed to
changing cus-
tomer mindset
after the Covid-19
pandemic, BMW
Group India presi-
dent Vikram
Pawah said on
Wednesday. On a positive
note, I can say that the de-
mand after COVID is quite
robust all of sudden, espe-
cially in the premium seg-
ment. That's a good sign
and it's an after-effect of
COVID. The human per-
spective, mindset and be-
haviour have changed,
Pawah told PTI at the
launch of second BMW
Motorrad dealership JSP
Motorrad at Koramangala
here. Pawah said when he

spoke to customers, he no-
ticed a lot of change in
their thinking. Earlier

they were quite
c o n s e r v a t i v e .
After COVID, peo-
ple realised that
they need to think
of other things as
well. They think
they need to be a
little more adven-
turous, a little

more exploratory, he said.
People who had not

thought of premium car
earlier have suddenly
started thinking. If we can
survive COVID, why
should we not live proper-
ly, Pawah added.
According to him, in the
last four years, BMW sold
13,000 bikes, of which 5,074
bikes were sold in the cal-
endar year of 2021 alone,
which was a growth of 102
per cent over 2020.

Demand for BMW Motorrad
robust due to COVID 

‘after-effect’: Vikram Pawah New Delhi, May 11: 

Consumer electronics
major Samsung on
Tuesday launched its
range of artificial intelli-
gence-enabled bilingual AI
EcoBubble fully automatic
front load washing ma-
chines in India. The 2022
line up of 40 models comes
with intelligent features
such as AI wash, air wash
technology and super
speed cycle, Samsung said
in a statement. "AI
EcoBubble is India's first
washing machine that
learns user behaviour and
suggests the most pre-
ferred wash cycle, provid-
ing ease of use by eliminat-
ing the need to juggle
through multiple options,"
said Samsung.

This smart Internet of
Things (IoT)-enabled wash-
ing machine line up can be
connected with Samsung
smart devices such as

Galaxy smartphones,
Samsung smart TVs and
family hub refrigerators as
well as voice devices such
as Alexa and Google Home,
it added. "When connected
with the Samsung
SmartThings App, AI
EcoBubble washing ma-
chines provide best wash
options basis 2.8 million
big data points," it said.

Its AI wash uses sensors
to sense the laundry's
weight and level of soiling
and optimises the amount
of water, detergent and
rinsing time, using ma-
chine learning, it added.
While its air wash technol-
ogy deodorises and sani-
ties clothes without wash-
ing them with water. On
the other hand, super
speed cycle reduces laun-
dry time drastically by
shortening the rinsing
time using speed spray and
accelerating spin speed to
quickly spin-dry clothes.

Samsung launches AI-enabled
washing machine range

MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT

Officials of Assam government and Tata Technologies Ltd sign a Memorandum of Agreement (MoA) for the

up-gradation of all the technical institutes as centres of excellence in presence of Assam Chief Minister

Himanta Biswa Sarma, in Guwahati on Wednesday.

Mumbai, May 11: 

Axis Bank, India’s third-
largest private sector bank
announced its Q4FY22 and
annual results today, report-
ing quarterly net profit of
Rs. 4,118 crores, up 54% YoY
and 14% QoQ, as compared
to profit of Rs. 2,677 crores
in Q4FY21. The Bank’s Net
Interest Income (NII) grew
17% YoY to Rs. 8,819 crores
in Q4FY22 and Rs. 7,555
crores in Q4FY21. Its Net
Interest Margin (NIM) for
Q4FY22 stood at 3.49%.
CASA deposits grew by 16%
YoY and 7% QoQ, whereas
CASA ratio stood at 45%.
The bank’s operating rev-
enue reflects an 18% YoY
growth from Rs. 11,096
crores in Q4FY21 to Rs.

13,042 in Q4FY22. As on 31st
March 2022, the Bank’s re-
ported Gross NPA and Net
NPA levels were 2.82% and
0.73% respectively as
against 3.17% and 0.91% as
on 31st December 2021. The
Bank’s Fee income grew by
11% YoY and 12% QoQ to
Rs. 3,758 crores. Retail fees
grew 14% YoY and 14%
QoQ; and constituted 66% of
the Bank's total fee income.
The bank’s overall capital
adequacy ratio (CAR) stood
at 18.54% with CET 1 ratio
of 15.24%. The Bank’s do-
mestic subsidiaries deliv-
ered strong performance
with combined FY22 PAT of
Rs. 1,195 crores, up 44% YoY,
and contributing 80bps to
consolidated ROE (annu-
alised) of 16.67%.

Axis Bank reports FY22 PAT of
Rs 13,025 crores, up 98% YOY

Mumbai, May 11: 

With the opening of
schools and resuming of
offline classes, Amazon.in
announced the launch of
‘Back to school' store – a
one stop destination to
simplify the shopping
needs of children. The spe-
cially curated store offers
deals on a wide range of
products across study es-
sentials like stationery,
laptops, tablets, mobile
phones, PCs, headsets &
speakers, printers,
Amazon devices, home
furnishing among others
to help parents, teachers
and students with school
supplies and to create an
effective learning and pro-
ductive environment. The

offers and deals will be
available till  June 12th,
2022.

Popular products cus-
tomers can choose from
the ‘Back to school’ store
on Amazon.in. All offers
& deals are from partici-
pating sellers.

Make learning at home
easy HONOR MagicBook
X 15, Intel Core i3 Anti-
Glare Thin and Light
Laptop  is available for
starting at Rs 37,990 on
Amazon.in, Lenovo Tab
M10 FHD Plus Tablet,
Platinum Grey is available
for starting Rs 19,490 on
Amazon.in, Airtel AMF-
311WW Data Card (Black),
4g Hotspot Support with
2300 Mah Battery  is avail-
able at 2,129.

Amazon.in launches

‘Back to School’ store
Mumbai, May 11:  

Despite an increase in
property prices as wells as
the interest rates on loans,
demand for housing is ex-
pected to stay firm, a do-
mestic rating agency said
on Tuesday. The housing
demand in the top six cities
is expected to grow by 5-10
per cent, the report by
Crisil Ratings said, adding
that the increase will be
visible despite a high base.

The agency estimated
that housing demand rose
by 33-38 per cent in FY22,
surpassing pre-Covid-19
levels. The high growth
was recorded on a low base
of FY21, when demand had
fallen by up to one-fourth,
it said. Affordability had

started declining from the
second half of FY22, after
improving up to 20 per cent
between fiscals 2016 and
2021 and the second half of
FY22, it said.

According to the report,
higher capital values, in-
terest rates, reinstatement
of stamp duty and the
high-base effect were
major headwinds for the
sector. "We expect residen-
tial real estate prices to rise
6-10 per cent across the top
six cities this fiscal due to a

steep rise in material costs
and relatively favourable
demand-supply dynamics,
especially for established
developers," said Aniket
Dani, director, Crisil
Ratings. Inventory levels in
majority of the top six
cities are at a comfortable
2-4 years as against 3-5.5
years before the COVID-19
pandemic, it said, adding
that the correction hap-
pened because of fewer
launches in the past two
years owing to the pandem-
ic, and slower sales mo-
mentum. Large realtors
have continued to gain
market share, cornering
24-25 per cent of the market
by March 2022, compared
with the pre-pandemic
level of 18 per cent.

Housing demand to stay firm despite
rise in prices and interest rates: Report

New Delhi, May 11: 

Innovations of today will
be the lifestyle of the fu-
ture, Minister of State for
Health Bharati Pravin
Pawar said on Tuesday, as-
serting that the govern-
ment is committed to mak-
ing India a leading global
innovation economy.
Pawar launched the Atal
Innovation Mission-
PRIME (Program for
Researchers for
Innovation, Market
Readiness and
E n t e r p r e n e u r s h i p )
Playbook and Start-up
showcase at Dr Ambedkar
International Centre here
on Tuesday, a health min-
istry statement said.
Speaking on the occasion,
Pawar said the govern-

ment recognized "out-of-
the-box thinking" and initi-
ated the Make-in-India pro-
gram that has boosted
health and medical tech-
nology sectors.

"In the coming decade,
India is poised to be a major
exporter of health care
products including medical
devices, diagnostics, pro-

tein-based biologics, tradi-
tional medicine etc. If we
are to create a sustainable
circle of research-based in-
novation and wealth cre-
ation, we need to master
technology commercializa-
tion," she said.

In this context, the AIM
PRIME program will serve
an important purpose of
creating strong indigenous
manufacturing capabili-
ties in all critical sectors,
she added. Congratulating
NITI Aayog for this initia-
tive, Pawar stated that the
innovations of today will
be the lifestyle of the fu-
ture. "We have always been
innovative in our ap-
proach since ancient
times. India gave the world
Ayurveda, Yoga and also
the concept of zero.

Govt committed to making India a leading
innovation economy: MoS Health

New Delhi, May 11: 

State-owned Bank of Baroda
(BoB) on Tuesday announced
an increase in its lending rate
by up to 10 basis points (0.1
per cent), joining its peers that
have raised rates after the sur-
prise tightening of monetary
policy by the RBI last week.
The bank has hiked the margin-
al cost of funds based lending
rate (MCLR) by up to 0.1 per
cent on various tenures effec-
tive May 12, BoB said in a regu-
latory filing. The 1-year MCLR -
- the rate to which a majority
of consumer loans are linked --
has been revised to 7.40 per
cent from 7.35 per cent, an
increase of 5 basis points.
Similarly, MCLR for three-
month and six-month tenures
has been increased by 5 basis
points to 7.15 per cent and 7.25
per cent, respectively. 

BoB hikes lending
rate by up to 10 bps

Manushi Chhillar calls ‘Prithviraj’
dream-come-true debut

A
ctress and former Miss World Manushi
Chhillar, who is gearing up for her debut film
'Prithviraj', has called her role of Princess

Sanyogita a 'dream-come-true debut' as she got to work
with a superstar like Akshay Kumar and a director
like Chandraprakash Dwivedim who worked on the
script for 18 years.

Thrilled with the response to the recently launched
trailer of the film, the debutante said, "It is amazing

that people are appreciating my performance from
what they have seen and experienced in the
'Prithviraj' trailer. This is a dream come true of
a debut for me and I'm hugely grateful that I'm
getting to bring Princess Sanyogita's life come
alive on the big screen." "A debut like this, op-
posite one of the biggest superstars of the
country like Akshay Kumar, is a lot of respon-
sibility and I think I have given my everything
to ensure that I play this role with utmost sin-
cerity and dedication. So, the reaction of the au-

dience that I'm getting today is humbling", she
added. 'Prithviraj' is based on the book 'Prithviraj

Raso', which documents the life and valour of the
fearless Rajput king Prithviraj Chauhan. Akshay is

essaying the role of the leg-
endary warrior who fought

valiantly to protect India
from the merciless invader
Muhammad of Ghor.

The film is Yash Raj Films'
first historical film. Manushi

further said, "My phone is
buzzing with positivity from peo-

ple on social media and my forever
supportive fans. It's a hugely happy mo-
ment of my career and I'm cherishing
this thoroughly." 'Prithviraj', a trilin-
gual film, is set to release on June 3 in

Hindi, Tamil and Telugu.

Mahesh Babu wants to see
wife Namrata on Twitter 

M
ahesh Babu is pro-
moting his new
film 'Sarkaru

Vaari Pata' and he took
part in a viral Twitter
#Whatshappening trend,
which saw him answer
some of the most frequent-
ly asked questions on the

microblogging site.
As the team put for-

ward some light-
hearted Twitter
questionnaires,
including who he

would like to follow on the
platform, Mahesh's in-
stant answer was that he
would want to see his wife
Namrata Shirodkar on
Twitter, so he could follow
her. Mahesh Babu also
spoke about his most fa-
mous blockbuster movie
'Okkadu', as he also calls
himself 'Calm and fo-
cused'.

Mahesh says that fans
will have a blast in the the-
atres when asked how he

would describe the upcom-
ing commercial drama
'SVP' in a tweet.

This is the first time the
Telugu star has gone to
such lengths to promote a
film, as he is typically an
introverted actor who sim-
ply does his job and disap-
pears.

'Sarkaru Vaari Paata'
stars Mahesh and Keerthy
Suresh as the lead pair,
and is slated for release on
May 12.

Double Celebration for ‘Bhabiji Ghar Par Hai’ 

I
t was a double celebra-
tion for &TV’s cult-
comedy show Bhabiji

Ghar Par Hai! The show
completed not only the
1800-episode milestone but
also its producer Sanjay
Kohli was honoured by the

World Book of Records,
London, for their match-
less contribution to pro-
ducing an entertaining
comedy serial with great
humour. The epic comedy
show continues to enter-
tain its audience with its

rib-tickling characters
and tracks, and these two
milestones are a testament
to the show’s immense
popularity. Speaking on
World Book of Records,
Producer Sanjay Kohli,
Producer at Edit II

Productions, rightfully
called "The King of
Comedy", said, _“I am
thankful to the World
Book of Records, London,
for honouring me for con-
tributing to the
Entertainment Industry. I
dedicate this recognition
to my entire Edit II team &
all who have contributed
to our journey. My
beloved team and I are
deeply grateful for this
recognition and delighted
to be able to bring great
happiness & laughter into
our audiences’ lives
through the medium of
our show, Bhabiji Ghar
Par Hai. The show enjoys a
cult status and continues
to be the audience’s ab-
solute favourite for years.
Every day is a celebration
for a show that brings hap-
piness & smiles to every-
one’s lives with exception-

al comedy content. But mo-
ments like these are ex-
tremely special as it reaf-
firms our belief in doing
something so right and
entertaining our audi-
ence like no other. I feel
proud and give all the
credit to the entire
cast and crew of Edit
II and &TV for
working hard every
day to make our
show one of the
best comedy
shows on Indian
television. I thank
our beloved audi-
ence for appreciat-
ing & loving us.”

C o n t i n u e
watching your
favourite cult-com-
edy show &TV’s
Bhabiji Ghar Par
Hai at 10:30 PM, air-
ing every Monday to
Friday!

B
ollyw-
o o d
a c -

tress Vidya Balan's next
movie, suspense thriller ti-

tled 'Neeyat', went on floors in
the U.K. on Tuesday.
The film, an Amazon Prime

Video co-production with
Abundantia Entertainment,

will see Vidya reuniting
with her 'Shakuntala Devi'

director Anu Menon.
Billed as a nail-biter,

the official logline of
'Neeyat' reads:

"When guests start
dropping dead at ex-
iled billionaire
Ashish Kapoor's birth-
day getaway, detective
Mira Rao must unravel
devious motives as the sus-
pects are Kapoor's close
friends and family." 'Neeyat' is
directed by Anu Menon, who has
also co-written the story with
Advaita Kala and Girvani Dhyani.
The screenplay is by Menon,
Priya Venkataraman, Kala and
Dhyani, and the dialogues by
Kausar Munir.

The cast comprises
Ram Kapoor, Rahul
Bose, Mita Vasishth,

Neeraj Kabi, Shahana
Goswami, Amrita Puri,

Dipannita Sharma,
Shashank Arora,

Prajakta Koli and
Danesh Razvi.

ACROSS

1. Informal denial

5. Takes legal action

9. Croc's kin

14. Baking need

15. Unfasten

16. ____ Island

17. Peddle

18. Between 40 and 60 (hyph.)

20. Zodiac sign

22. Heavyweight Mike ____

23. Pack animal

24. Candy ____

26. "____, humbug!"

28. Type of staircase

30. "Alien Vs. ____"

35. Snakelike fish

36. Blinding light

38. Marry clandestinely

39. Shopping center

41. Beside

43. Metallic rocks

44. More frosty

46. Brought to a close

48. Explosive inits.

49. Grammatical unit

51. School playtime

53. Wind direction (abbr.)

54. Nobleman's title

55. One ____ time (2 wds.)

58. Breakfast bread

62. Gent (sl.)

65. Like a robot, e.g.

68. Radio part

69. Measuring device

70. Speed contest

71. Machu Picchu dweller

72. Beginning

73. Urban air pollution

74. Neckwear items

DOWN

1. Certain star

2. Completed

3. Common antibiotic

4. Make lovable

5. Addition result

6. Platoon

7. Water whirl

8. Repairs lawns

9. Small bomb

10. Eureka!

11. Roman garb

12. Poems of praise

13. Nail polish shades

19. Earring site

21. Obstacle

25. ____ Fitzgerald of jazz

27. Angelic symbol

28. Truckers' vehicles
29. Freedom from war
30. Apt
31. Rip apart
32. Meat-filled pasta
33. Uncovers
34.
37. Actor ____ Baldwin
40. Permits
42. Richard ____ of "Chicago"
45. Begin again
47. Hearing-impaired
50. Sign gas
52. Debit's opposite
55. Munitions, for short
56. Young adult
57. Behaves
59. Broadcasts
60. Sting
61. Mexican dish
63. Lingerie edging
64. Lamenting cry
66. Laughing sound
67. Limb
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News of a possible raise could come
your way today, Aquarius, possibly
through some enterprise that you've
been working on. You're feeling espe-
cially energetic, and therefore you
could well be tempted to take on more
than you usually would. This is fine,
but remember to pace yourself.

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

A group might invite you to participate in a
creative project of some kind today, Pisces.
Whatever you do is likely to be stimulating
and exciting. You'll want to channel a lot of
energy and enthusiasm into it. You could
find yourself thinking in terms of a partner-
ship, making plans to explore the possibility
further. This is a great day for socializing. If
you receive an invitation to go out, go!

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

You might be planning to host a social
event in your home tonight or perhaps in a
few days. It could have you doing a lot of
cleaning, rearranging, and beautifying
around the house. A friend might drop by
to lend a hand. You might also find yourself
planning an incredible menu. Don't work
too hard, Aries, or you might not have any
energy left for your family or guests!

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

Today you might want to spend time vis-
iting friends in your neighborhood,
Taurus. Small purchases might be neces-
sary, perhaps new clothes, perhaps
objects that improve or add beauty to
your home. You might have to squeeze a
few errands in between visits. 

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

A chance to earn a small amount of
money, perhaps by doing a little extra
work at home, could come your way
today, Gemini. You could hear about it
through a friend or colleague. A visitor
might come to your home, perhaps to
help with something that needs to be
done. 

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

Expect a lot of intellectual stimulation to
come your way today, Cancer. Important
news could come on the phone, necessi-
tating action on your part in order to bring
about a desired end. You might need to
spend time in the car, contacting others in
the neighborhood. The excitement of the
moment could have you feeling especially
optimistic, but take care to pace yourself. 

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

Your creative talents should be operat-
ing at an all-time high today, Leo. You
might be offered an opportunity to
earn some money putting them to use.
Your excitement and enthusiasm are
likely to ensure that you'll do the best
you possibly can and earn a lot of
approval from those around you. 

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Getting out and working with groups
could seem especially appealing
today, particularly groups involving
athletics or other physical activities.
This is an excellent day to go out for
team sports or attend a yoga, aero-
bics, or tai chi class. You could also
want to make a short trip out of town
with some friends. 

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

An exciting new project or opportunity
could be presented to you today, Libra.
It could involve a new love or at least a
new friend. Something you've been
working on for a long time could finally
come to fruition. It will stir your enthu-
siasm for moving on to the next project!
What are you waiting for?

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

Contact with friends who live or work far
away could bring a string of new opportu-
nities your way. You might also be thinking
of taking a trip, perhaps to another country
or by boat. An opportunity to attend a sem-
inar of some kind could present itself, pos-
sibly through friends. A lot is happening,
Scorpio, but try to stay focused. 

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

New investment possibilities could present
themselves to you today, Sagittarius. This
could involve an investment of time,
money, or other resources. You might also
consider an exciting new start of some
sort. Don't let yourself get so excited that
you move ahead before you consider all the
pros and cons. You might want to consult a
friend or your partner. 

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

An opportunity to travel with a partner or col-
league could come your way, perhaps for busi-
ness. Any travel planned or begun today is like-
ly to go well and bring you whatever results
you hope for. Whatever it is you're planning,
Capricorn, it should excite your enthusiasm
and optimism for your future success.
Business and personal relations with others
should be warm, cordial, and stimulating. 

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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Vidya Balan-starrer
‘Neeyat’ shoot 

commences in UK 

M
ika Singh shot
the Music video
for his upcoming

Star Bharat show
‘Swayamvar – Mika Di
Vohti’, in the scorching
heat of Chandigarh,
Punjab. To show his grat-
itude, Mika Singh or-
dered food for the entire
crew. He felt that a proper
reward for all their help
and hard work should be
delicious food. We bet
that with a heart of gold
like Mika Singh, it must
have been a family gath-
ering of sort for all the

crew, ‘Reel family’ to be
exact! 

Mika Singh recently
wrapped up the shoot of
the Music video for his
new show ‘Swayamvar –
Mika Di Vohti’ on Star
Bharat. Fans are waiting
with bated breath for the
release of his Music
video. There are so many
questions about the show,
will they be answered in
his Music video? 

One of the crew mem-
bers, when asked, gushed
over the Singer's attentive
nature, "It is so rare to see

such a down to earth per-
son nowadays. After
meeting Mika SinghJi,
we all had a good time on
the set with everyone and
enjoyed good food with
them. I believe that peo-
ple should be more atten-
tive like Mika Paaji!

We are waiting with
bated breath for the
launch so, keep a lookout
for Mika Singh’s special
promo and the launch of
the show ‘Swayamvar –
Mika Di Vohti’, on the
19th of June, only on Star
Bharat!

Mika orders food for

the entire crew
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Wankede, May 11, (PTI):

Their IPL play-off hopes
hanging by a thread,
Chennai Super Kings will
face their fiercest rivals, a
down and out Mumbai
Indians, in their bid to stay
afloat in the competition,
in Mumbai, on Thursday.

This has been a season
to forget for both Mumbai
and CSK. While Mumbai
will be playing for pride,
CSK still have an outside
chance to progress if they
win their remaining
games and other results go
their way. CSK will be
eliminated if they lose to
Mumbai Indians at the
Wankhede Stadium.

The M S Dhoni-led side
would take confidence
from their 91-run win over
Delhi Capitals in their last
outing and hope the bat-
ters build on their bril-
liant showing.

Opener Devon Conway
is in sublime form and has
hit three back-to-back half
centuries. He tore apart
the Delhi Capitals attack
with his whirlwind 87 and
would need to provide an
aggressive start with fel-
low opener Ruturaj
Gaikwad, who too has
found form but can be
more consistent.

Last time when the two
sides met, a vintage
Dhoni, 'the best finisher'
sealed the game on the last

ball of the game. CSK
bowlers were right on the
money when they bundled
DC for 117. Tweaker
Moeen Ali picked three
wickets, while young pac-
ers Mukesh Choudhary
and Simarjeet Singh also
fared well. The trio will
need to once again deliver
along with key spinner
Maheesh Theekshana,
whose four overs can also
change the game's fate.
Another important cog is
Bravo, who has the knack
of breaking partnerships.
For Mumbai, all the re-

maining games are 'dead
rubbers' and they would
need to give a 'complete
performance' with an im-
proved batting show.

Skipper Rohit Sharma'
(200 runs) will need to lead
from the front and Ishan
Kishan (321 runs) can
build on his half century
in the last game. MI's mid-
dle order batters, which
crumbled against KKR,
will also need to get the act
right. With Suryakumar
Yadav ruled out, the likes
of Tilak Varma, Tim
David, Ramandeep Singh

and Kieron Pollard, who
has been a failure, will
need to take greater re-
sponsibility.

In bowling, Bumrah
found his mojo back and
clinched a maiden five-
wicket haul in IPL history.
But he needs support from
other bowlers -- Daniel
Sams, Riley Meredith and
Kumar Kartikeya Singh,
who will need to contain
the CSK batters.

While Mumbai would
eye revenge, for Chennai
the game is about 'sur-
vival'.

MI to play for pride, CSK survival

New Delhi, May 11 (PTI):

Indian shooter
Rudrankksh Balasaheb
Patil beat compatriot
Abhinav Shaw in the gold-
match match as India
made it a 1-2 in the men's
10 m air rifle competition
of the ISSF Junior World
Cup in Suhl, Germany on
Wednesday.

Patil won the gold after
going 17-13 up against
Abhinav Saw in a tight
title-decider.

The Indian duo shot
consistently well through-
out Wednesday morning,
first crossing the eight-
man final stage elimina-
tion hurdle and then put-
ting up a show in the gold-
medal matchup.

On Tuesday,
Rudrankksh had also
topped the qualification
stage with 627.5 points,
leading three Indians into
the top-eight stage. Paarth
Makhija accompanied the
duo, holding on to his fifth
position in qualifying in
the end classifications.

But the morning un-
doubtedly belonged to
Rudrankksh who dominat-
ed all three stages of the
competition over two days
of shooting.

In the final, it was

Abhinav who started
stronger in the early
stages, going up 4-2 after
the first three shots.

Rudrankks recovered
quickly though, and went
past his countryman,
keeping his nose ahead till
the very end to seal victo-
ry. Germnay's Nils Palberg

won bronze.
In the junior women's

10m air rifle, India's
Ramita after topping qual-
ification on Tuesday with
a solid 630.5, also topped
the final stage elimination
with a score of 261.0.

However, she settled for
silver in the end, going

down 8-16 to France's
Oceanne Muller, a reign-
ing Junior World
Champion and Tokyo
Olympics finalist, in the
gold medal match.

India is presently top-
ping the medal tally as
well with one gold and two
silver medals.

ISSF Junior World Cup 

Rudrankksh, Abhinav make it 1-2
for India in men’s 10m air rifle

Indian shooter Rudrankksh Balasaheb Patil and Abhinav Shaw during the 10M Air Rifle Junior Mens
Medal Ceremony at the ISSF World Cup in Suhl, Germany on Wednesday.

Bangkok, May 11 (PTI):

Double Olympic medal-
list P V Sindhu was van-
quished by world number
four An Seyoung yet again
as the Indian women's bad-
minton team suffered a de-
moralising 0-5 defeat
against Korea in their
final group D match of the

Uber Cup Final here on
Wednesday.

After two successive
wins against Canada and
USA, it was a reality check
for the young Indian team
as it could not take a single
game from the Koreans
during the five-match tie.

However, the defeat will
not count much as India

have already sealed a
quarterfinal berth after
ensuring itself a top-two
finish in the group after
two victories.

For Sindhu, it was a dis-
appointing outing as she
succumbed to her straight
fifth loss to An Seyoung,
losing 15-21 14-21 this time
in a lopsided contest as
India conceded an early 0-1
lead.

The combo of Shruti
Mishra and Simran Singhi
was no match to world
number two pair of Lee
Sohee and Shin
Seungchan, going down
13-21 12-21 in 39 minutes.

Aakarshi Kashyap then
was sent packing 10-21 10-
21 by world number 19
Kim Ga Eun as India sur-
rendered the tie 0-3.

In the next two matches,
Kim Hye Jeong and Kong
Heeyong beat Tanisha
Crasto and Treesa Jolly 21-
14 21-11, while Ashmita
Chaliha lost 18-21 17-21 to
Sim Yujin as Korea com-
pleted the 5-0 drubbing of
India.

The Indian men's team
will face Chinese Taipei in
group C of Thomas Cup
Final later in the day.

Uber Cup: Sindhu loses as
Korea thrash India

South Koreas An Seyoung reacts after winning a point against
Indias Sindhu V. Pusarla during their womens singles qualifying
match at Thomas & Uber Cup in Bangkok, Thailand, Wednesday.

New Delhi, May 11 (PTI):

Virat Kohli is hopeful
that his friend and South
African superstar AB de
Villiers will be back at
the Royal Challengers
Bangalore in a new role
next year.

De Villiers had been a
big part of RCB family
before he retired from all
forms of cricket last year.

"I miss him a lot. I talk
to him regularly. He was
in the US recently with

his family watching golf...
He is keenly observing
RCB and hopefully he
will be here next year in
some capacity," Kohli
said during a light-heart-
ed chat posted on RCB's
Twitter handle.

Kohli is enduring one
of the worst phases of his
career, having scored 216
runs in 12 matches in the
IPL with just one fifty.

He has also been dis-
missed for three golden
ducks this season.

"It has never happend
to me ever in my career I
think, so I just smiled. I
felt like I have seen every-
thing that the game has
to show," Kohli said.

His poor form has
raised concerns with Ian
Bishop pointing out
Kohli's inability to score
fluently in the IPL this
season. The former West
Indies pacer also said
that it was a matter of
concern that he is getting
out to different types of
bowlers. However, Kohli
said he doesn't pay heed
to opinions and keeps
critics at bay.

"They can't be in my
shoes, they can't be in my
shoes, they can't feel what
I feel, they can't live those
moment," the former
India skipper said.

"You said how you cut
the noise, you either
mute the TV or don't pay
attention to what people
are saying and I do both
of these things."

London, May 11 (PTI):

Pakistan wicketkeeper-
batter Mohammad Rizwan
wishes to have focus and
concentration levels of his
County teammate
Cheteshwar Pujara as he
looks to improve as a red-
ball cricketer.

Pujara has made a strong
case for a Test comeback
with two hundreds and as
many double hundreds in
his campaign for Sussex in
County Championship
Division 2.

The Indo-Pak pairing had
shared a 154-run stand
against Durham earlier this
month and they playing for
the same team has also at-
tracted a lot of positive at-
tention on social media.

Rizwan, who was named
the ICC Player of the Year
for 2021, rates Pakistan's
Younis Khan and Fawad
Alam very highly when it
comes to batting with un-
wavering concentration but
he has now added Pujara to
the list.

"...As far as myself and
Pujara are concerned, I did-
n't feel anything strange (on
the lines of India-Pakistan
rivalry). "And hopefully, if
you ask him, his answer

will be the same as mine.
Although I do share a laugh
with him and tease him
(laughs) and everyone in
the team knows this,"
Rizwan told Cricwick when
asked about the time spend
with the India veteran.

Heaping praise on
Pujara, Rizwan said: "He is
a very nice and loving guy.
And his concentration and
focus too... If you get a
chance to learn something,
you should do it.

"In terms of concentra-
tion levels and I told this to
the coaches here too. In my
whole career, the players
with most focus, concentra-
tion are Younis bhai, Fawad
Alam and his (Pujara's).

"Pujara is second on my
list and Fawad Alam on
three in terms of pure con-
centration and focus. I rate
these three players very
highly."

Pak’s Rizwan in awe of
Pujara’s focus, concentration

Pune, May 11 (PTI):

A "proud" Gujarat
Titans skipper
Hardik Pandya on
Tuesday said his
side's plan to be ruth-
less on the field and
relax post-game paid
rich dividends as
they beat Lucknow
Super Giants by 62
runs to become the
first team to qualify for the
IPL play-offs here.

Newcomers GT ensured
their place in the last-four
with 18 points from 12
games, while LSG are a
close second with 16 points
from 12 matches and need a
win to secure their play-off
berth. "Really, really proud
of the boys. It is a great ef-
fort to qualify before the
14th game in this league.
We just wanted to be ruth-
less today, and relax post
game," Hardik said at the
post-match presentation
ceremony.

The win came after back-
to-back defeats for GT and
Hardik said his side learnt
a lot from their last game.

"To be honest, in the last
game, we kind of thought
that the game was over be-

fore it was over. We were al-
ways under pressure in all
the other games that we
won, and we felt that we'd
finish off the last game
with the kind of batting we
had. That was learning we
took," he said.

"I always feel that if you
lose a game like the one we
lost in our last game, we
win and lose games as a
team. Yes, we did not do
what we wanted to do. We
messed it up, but we messed

it up as a team." Defending
145, GT bowled out LSG for
82 in 13.5 overs and Hardik
was full of praise for his
bowling unit.

"Our bowlers did every-
thing that we asked of
them, and we ticked all
boxes today."

While LSG skipper KL
Rahul lauded the perform-
ance of his bowlers, he
came down hard on the
batting unit for its below-
par show.

"It looked like a tricky
wicket, that's how it's
played here for the last 2 or
3 games that we have played
here. We knew it was a low-
scoring game, we knew it
was a tricky and challeng-
ing pitch, we bowled really
well. Restricting a team
under 150 on any pitch is
commendable and the
bowlers did their job,"
Rahul said. "We should
have batted a lot better.
Some poor shot selections, a
run-out didn't help, good
learning for us, hopefully
we can learn from a loss
like this. Sometimes you
need a little bit of a re-
minder to keep turning up
every game and keep trying
to do our best," he said.

We just wanted to be ruthless
during games: Hardik

Kohli hints at ABD’s
return at RCB

Rome, May 11 (AP):

Still attempting to get his
nearly unbeatable form back
following his time away from
the tour, Novak Djokovic took
another step in the right direc-
tion with a 6-3, 6-2 win over
Aslan Karatsev in his opening
match at the Italian Open on
Tuesday.
The top-ranked Djokovic, who
is bidding for a sixth Rome
title, showed off some vintage
scrambling abilities late in the
first set when he ran down
one shot near the net post
then sprinted back across the
net to dig out a low backhand
volley winner. It was the type

of point that Djokovic pulled
off day after day last year
when he came within one
match of completing a calen-
dar-year Grand Slam sweeping
all four major titles in the
same year.
Playing on a court that is one
of his favorites, Djokovic cele-
brated the point by making a
gesture with his hands that
urged the Campo Centrale
crowd to applaud even louder
bringing many fans to their
feet. You always hope you can
play some exciting and attrac-
tive points and come out as a
winner of those points and
celebrate with the crowd,
Djokovic said.

Djokovic wins opener at Italian
Open with vintage scrambling

New Delhi, May 11 (PTI):

India's Nitu (48kg) put
up a dominant display in
her debut appearance at
the IBA Women's World
Boxing Championships as
she outpunched Romanian
veteran Steluta Duta to
enter the round of 16 in
Istanbul.

The two-time former
youth world champion
Nitu continued her sub-
lime form from the Stradja
Memorial tournament
earlier this year, where she
clinched the gold medal in
her maiden appearance, as
she dominated all three
rounds to win her opening
bout by unanimous deci-
sion.

Both the boxers were ag-
gressive from the onset,
landing punches on each
other. But the young
Indian proved too much
for the 40-year-old
Romanian.

The two continued to at-
tack in the second round
with Nitu using her height
advantage as Duta, a
three-time world champi-

onship silver medallist,
struggled to keep her mo-
mentum going in the elec-
trically charged round of
32 bout. The 21-year-old
from Haryana then landed
a flurry of punches in the
third round as the last
three minutes were close-
ly-fought between the two.
But Nitu defended tightly
and looked in control to
emerge victorious.

Incidentally, all three of
Duta's silver medals at the
event came from losses
against an Indian -- six-
time world champion M C
Mary Kom, who withdrew
from the tournament.

Nitu will take on Spain's
Marta Lopez Del Arbol in
the round of 16 on
Saturday.

World Boxing Championships

Nitu sparkles on debut,
cruises to second round

New Delhi, May 11 (PTI):

A month after her national record
effort was not counted due to wind
assistance beyond legal limit, 100m
hurdler Jyothi Yarraji has smashed
the NR while winning an event in
Cyprus with a timing of 13.23 sec-
onds. The 22-year-old Andhra ath-
lete on Tuesday won the gold in
Cyprus International Meet at
Limassol under a head wind speed
of 0.1m/s. The old national record
of 13.38 seconds was in the name
of Anuradha Biswal since 2002.
This Cyprus International Meet is a
World Athletics Continental Tour
Challenger category D event.
Jyothi, who trains under Joseph
Hillier at Reliance Foundation
Odisha Athletics High Performance
Center in Bhubaneswar, had
clocked 13.09 seconds during the
Federation Cup in Kozhikode last
month but it was not counted as
national record as the wind speed
was +2.1 m/s, more than the per-
missible +2.0 m/s.

Jyothi Yarraji 
breaks 100m hurdles

national record in
Cyprus meet

New Delhi, May 11 (PTI): 

Even though India
was declared Open
Defecation Free by
the government in
2019, the latest NFHS
survey conducted in
2019-21 showed that
19 percent of house-

holds do not use any toilet
facility. However, the re-
port said the percentage of
households practising
open defecation decreased
from 39 percent in 2015-16
to 19 per cent in 2019-21.

Access to a toilet facility
is lowest in Bihar (62 per
cent), followed by
Jharkhand (70 per cent)
and Odisha (71 per cent).

The NFHS-5 found that
69 percent of households
use an improved sanita-
tion facility that is not
shared with other house-

holds and eight percent
use a facility that would be
considered improved if it
was not shared.

"Nineteen percent of
households have no facili-
ty, which means that the
household members prac-
tice open defecation," the
report said.

"Eighty-three percent of
households have access to
a toilet facility. Sixty-nine
percent of Indian house-
holds use improved toilet
facilities, which are non-
shared facilities that pre-
vent people from coming
into contact with human
waste and can reduce the
transmission of cholera,
typhoid, and other dis-
eases," it said.

The survey found that 11
percent of urban house-
holds use a shared facility,
compared with seven per-

cent of rural households.
Access to a toilet facility

ranges from 69 percent
among scheduled tribe
households to 93 percent
among households which
are not scheduled caste,
scheduled tribe, or other
backward class house-
holds. On safe drinking
water, the report showed
that 58 percent of house-
holds do not treat their
water prior to drinking.

"Treatment is less com-
mon in rural areas than
urban areas; 66 percent of
rural households do not
treat their water, com-
pared with 44 percent of
urban households," the re-
port said.

The NFHS found that
boiling water and strain-
ing the water through a
cloth before drinking are
the most common water

treatment procedures
used prior to drinking (16
per cent and 15 per cent of
households, respectively).

In India, almost all
urban households (99 per
cent) and rural house-
holds (95 per cent) have ac-
cess to an improved source
of drinking water.

"Improved sources of
water protect against out-
side contamination so that
the water is more likely to
be safe to drink. Urban
and rural households rely
on different sources of
drinking water," the sur-
vey said.

The main sources of
drinking water for urban
households is water piped
into their dwelling, yard,
or plot (54 per cent), tube
wells or boreholes (16 per
cent), and public taps or
standpipes (12 per cent).

Gujarat BJP MLA gets two-year RI

Halol (Guj), May 11 (PTI): 

A court at Halol in
Gujarat's Panchmahal
district on Wednesday
sentenced BJP MLA
Kesarisinh Solanki and
25 others to rigorous im-
prisonment (RI) for two
years in a gambling
case, less than a year
after their arrest from a
resort in a police raid.

The court of addition-
al chief judicial magis-
trate, Prem Hansraj
Singh, also imposed a
fine of Rs 3,000 each on
the MLA, who repre-
sents the Matar
Assembly constituency
in the Kheda district,
and 25 other accused.

Solanki and 25 others,

including seven women -
- four of them Nepalese
nationals- were arrested
in a joint operation car-
ried out by the local
crime branch and the
Pavagadh police on the
night of July 1, 2021, for
indulging in gambling at
a resort at Shivrajpur in
the Panchmahal district.

The court ordered the
cancellation of the li-
cense of the resort
where gambling was or-
ganised for violating
norms.

During the raid, the
police had seized Rs 3.9
lakh, eight vehicles, 25
mobile phones, and a
laptop- collectively val-
ued at Rs 1.15 crore. The
police had filed a charge
sheet under sections 4
and 5 of the Public
Gambling Act.

The prosecution pre-
sented 34 witnesses and
13 documents as evi-
dence in support of its
case.

Solanki had first won
the Matar constituency
in a byelection held in
2014 and retained it in
the 2017 Assembly elec-
tions.

New Delhi, May 11 (PTI): 

The three-day brain-
storming conclave of the
Congress will focus on
time-bound party restruc-
turing for strengthening
the organisation and mak-
ing it battle-ready for the
2024 Lok Sabha election.

Top Congress leaders
will come out with solu-
tions and clear the party's
stance on key issues includ-
ing polarisation, Centre-
state ties, forming of al-
liances and attempts at
bringing in ''uniformity",
especially in the Northeast,
that are confronting the
country and the party,
Congress sources said.

The party is holding the
Chintan Shivir at Udaipur
in Rajasthan from May 13
to 15 after a gap of almost
nine years while facing "an
unprecedented crisis" as it
remains in power on its

own in just two states and
has less than 100 members
in both Lok Sabha and
Rajya Sabha.

Unlike in the past, when
Chintan Shivirs did not set
any set timelines, the
Udaipur declaration will
state time-bound initiation
and accomplishing of
structural changes in the
organisation at all levels.

"We have to make
changes which are mean-
ingful and not merely cos-
metic" in order to revamp
the party, a senior leader
said ahead of the session.

These structural changes
will be discussed and im-
plemented within the set
timelines, the leader said.

"The mandate is to make
the conclave meaningful
and make the Udaipur dec-
laration actionable. The
Congress would also come
out with solutions and posi-
tions on issues confronting

it," he said.
The last such conclave

was held in Jaipur in 2013
when the Congress-led UPA
was in power. It focussed on
the elevation of Rahul
Gandhi as vice president of
the party. The earlier 'shiv-
irs' were held in Pachmarhi
in 1998 and Shimla in 2003.

While stressing the im-
portance of alignment of
non-BJP forces, Congress
leaders on Wednesday said
the party would need to be
internally strengthened
first to gain a pole position
in the event of an opposi-
tion understanding for the
2024 general elections.

They noted that no oppo-
sition alliance could be vi-
able without the Congress.

"But the Congress needs
to revive and rebuild to
gain a place of prominence
at the centre of any poten-
tial anti-BJP alliance," said
a senior leader.

ZSI discovers new catfish
species in Myanmar

Kolkata, May 11 (PTI): 

Zoological Survey of
India (ZSI) has discovered a
new species of catfish in
Myanmar, ZSI director
Dhriti Banerjee said on
Wednesday. Three speci-
mens of 'Genus
Glyptothorax' from
Sagaing division of
Myanmar during a survey
conducted in Chindwin
river drainage in the Indo-
Myanmar border areas,
Banerjee said.

The specimens were col-
lected by a post-doctoral fel-
low Bungdon
Shangningam through a
local fisherman. After ex-
amination of the speci-
mens, these were labelled
as 'Glyptothoraxyuensis'
after its habitation in Yu
river, which is a tributary

of the Chindwin river
basin in Myanmar which
has many tributaries from
India, the ZSI director said.
The 'Genus Glyptothorax' is
the most diverse and wide-
ly distributed genus known
from the Euphrates River
drainage of eastern Turkey
eastward to the Yangtze
river drainage of China
and southwards to the
Indian subcontinent and
the Greater Sunda Islands.

It inhabits fast flowing
hill streams, where they
live by using the adhesive
apparatus on their under-
side to attach themselves to
rocks and prevent being
washed away. There are 15
species of Glyptothorax in
the Chindwin-Irrawaddy
drainage of Myanmar,
China, and India with the
new species.

Left look for any political formulation to stop BJP from power
Kolkata, May 11 (PTI): 

The CPIML(L),
which has emerged
as Bihar's largest Left
party, views the BJP
and its ideology as
the main threat to the
communist move-
ment and believes the

saffron party will attempt
to consolidate its position
in the state by fielding its
own chief ministerial can-
didate ahead of the 2024
general elections.

The utility of ally JD-U
and Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar has reduced for the
BJP and it may try and ease
him out, CPIML
(Liberation) General
Secretary Dipankar
Bhattacharya told PTI.

The CPIML (Liberation),
which had alone clinched
12 of 16 seats the Leftist
parties bagged in Bihar in

the 2020 assembly elections,
was willing to "look at any
political formulation" to
stop the rise of the BJP, he
said.

"We believe the BJP will
try to bring in their own
man as chief minister as it
feels the utility of their ally
Nitish Kumar has re-
duced... they may try and
promote Kumar for the vice
president's chair or ease
him out in some other man-
ner," stated the veteran
leader. Speculation was rife
that the BJP may name
Kumar as its vice-president
nominee, though the JD(U),
which he heads, has
scotched such rumours.

The Communist Part of
India Marxist-Leninist (L)
leader, who goes by his first
name and is here to attend
his party's conference, has
been working with his col-
leagues for decades to build

an electoral base in Bihar
and Jharkhand.

Dipankar also predicted
that the BJP may "try to
break up both JD(U) and
the Congress in the state" to
cement its position ahead
of the 2024 general elec-
tions. He pointed out that
the BJP had a history of
doing so in order to form
governments in states
where they are part of rul-
ing alliances.

"It will do a UP (Uttar
Pradesh) in Bihar," he pre-
dicted, referring to the way
Bahujan Samaj Party and
Congress were split in the
late 1990s into separate par-
ties, and the breakaway fac-
tions lent support to the
BJP to make Kalyan Singh
the chief minister of the
state.

While BJP has managed
to consolidate its hold over
most parts of North India,

it has never had a chief
minister from its ranks in
three north Indian states
Bihar, Punjab and Jammu
& Kashmir.

Bihar is the most popu-
lous of these three states,
besides being the only one
which is part of the Hindi
heartland, contributing 40
MPs to the Lok Sabha. In
the last 2019 general elec-
tions, the BJP won 17 of its
seats from this state.

Analysts point out that
Nitish Kumar too has been
quietly taking steps. For
one, he walked across to his
predecessor Rabri Devi's
house for an Iftar party last
month, where he chatted
with leadership of the RJD,
which her husband Lalu
Prasad founded.

A week later, RJD's
Tejashwi Yadav was invited
to an Iftar party hosted by
JD(U)'s minority cell and

Kumar walked the young
Yadav leader to his car.

In a state where much is
read into symbolic ges-
tures, these acts as well as
Kumar's pronouncements
on Universal civil code and
on loudspeakers which
seemed to be at odds with
BJP's position, are being
seen as portents by political
pundits, though the JD(U)
has been terming them as
"normal civil gestures".

For Nitish Kumar, a
break with BJP and going
over to join hands with
RJD could see JD(U)'s
upper caste supporters
parting ways with it and
walking away to the saffron
camp, say analysts. The
risk of an alliance with
RJD and Congress could
also lead to a compromise
on the chief minister's post,
which the Lalu Prasad-led
party may well demand.

‘NCP is backstabber, will report its
machinations to high-command’

Mumbai, May 11 (PTI): 

Rumblings in the Maha
Vikas Aghadi (MVA) camp
came to the fore on
Wednesday with
Maharashtra Congress
president Nana Patole ac-
cusing ally NCP of being a
"backstabber", a day after
the Sharad Pawar-led
party joined hands with
rival BJP in Gondia Zilla
Parishad elections keeping
Congress away from
power. Speaking to re-
porters here, Patole said
the Congress high-com-
mand will be apprised
about the "machinations"
of NCP of the last two-and-
a-half years in the forth-
coming Udaipur conclave.

Patole said friendship
should be done with all
honesty and that "an

enemy attack-
ing openly
from the front
is better". He
said the Maha
Vikas Aghadi
(MVA), which
includes Shiv
Sena, NCP and
Congress, was
formed to keep
the BJP out of
power. "Despite
being in an al-
liance, the NCP en-
croached on Congress in
Malegaon, Bhiwandi and
several other places.
Yesterday, the NCP joined
hands with the BJP in the
Gondia Zilla Parishad to
elect the president. They
have stabbed Congress in
the back," Patole said. He
said in the Bhandara Zilla
Parishad, the Congress

foiled BJP's at-
tempt to hurt
the Grand Old
Party. Patole
said the NCP
had earlier "en-
croached upon"
the Congress in
Malegaon and
Bhiwandi de-
spite being in
an alliance,
which proves
that NCP con-

siders Congress as its rival.
"MVA partners Jayant
Patil (NCP), Subhash Desai
(Shiv Sena) and myself had
decided that efforts should
be made to ensure that
maximum Zilla Parishads
stay with the MVA," the
Congress leader said.
Breaking the MVA alliance
code, the NCP on Tuesday
joined hands with rival

BJP to elect the president
of the Gondia Zilla
Parishad, keeping the
Congress away from power
with the backing of
Independents and a local
outfit. In Bhandara, five
rebel members of the BJP
led by former MLA Charan
Waghmare joined hands
with Congress to elect the
party candidate as the
president of the ZP. A BJP
member was elected as the
vice president of the Zilla
Parishad in Bhandara.
Responding to Patole's
charge, Maharashtra NCP
president and minister
Jayant Patil said the allega-
tion raised by the former
was wrong . He said the
NCP always wants the
three Maha Vikas Aghadi
(MVA) constituents to re-
main together.

p In gambling case
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Kesarisinh Solanki

Nana Patole

People participate in a bullock cart race in Karad, Wednesday.

BULLOCK CART RACE

A healthcare worker administers a dose of the Covid-19 preventive vaccine to a student in the age group of 12-14
years, at a tribal hostel, in Agartala, Wednesday.

VACCINATION DRIVE
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Gang involved in
making illegal

firearms busted 

Indore, May 11 (PTI):
Police on Wednesday
claimed to have busted a
gang involved in the ille-
gal making and selling of
firearms by arresting
three persons who were al-
legedly involved in manu-
facturing these weapons, a
senior police officer said.

Police seized 15 pistols
and 590 half-made barrels
of these firearms from the
gang members.

On a tip-off, police ar-
rested one Akaal Singh,
crime branch DCP
Nimish Agrawal told re-
porters.

On leads provided by
Singh, police arrested
Prem Singh alias Golu
and Krishnakant Jha who
manufactured gun barrels
illegally, Agrawal said.

Three held with 15 pistols
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Cong conclave to focus on
time-bound party revamp

Jammu, May 11 (PTI):
Police and other security
forces on Wednesday
launched a massive
search operation along
the International Border
(IB) in Samba district of
Jammu and Kashmir to
sanitize the border vil-
lages ahead of Amarnath
Yatra next month, offi-
cials said.

The joint operation by
police, Army, BSF and
CRPF is underway at vil-
lage Glad and adjoining
areas near the border
fence, the officials said.

"The primary focus of
the operation is on vil-
lage Glad due to its close
proximity to the border
as well as (Jammu-
Pathankot) National
highway, Deputy
Superintendent of Police
(DSP), Operations,
Samba G R Bhardwaj told
reporters.

Massive search
operation launched
along IB to sanitize

border villages

‘19% households do not use any toilet facility’
Green corridor created

to transplant organ 
Lucknow, May 11 (PTI):
A green corridor was cre-
ated to carry a harvested
organ of a man killed in a
road accident for a patient
suffering from critical
organ failure here, offi-
cials said on Wednesday.

Chief Executive Officer
and Managing Director of
Apollomedics Hospital Dr
Mayank Somani said, "A
21-year-old man severely
injured in a road accident
was admitted to our hospi-
tal. He passed away due to
a traumatic brain injury.
Following consultation
and with the consent of
the family members of the
deceased, it was decided to
harvest his organs for
transplant."

He said two kidneys,
liver and the corneas of
the deceased were harvest-
ed for transplant in differ-
ent patients.



PAGE 11

Meet
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
will participate in the sec-
ond global virtual summit
on COVID-19 on Thursday
being hosted by US
President Joe Biden, the
Ministry of External
Affairs (MEA) said. It said
the summit intends to
galvanise new actions to
address the challenges of
the pandemic and build a
stronger global health
security architecture.

Encounters 
SSrriinnaaggaarr:: Two encounters
broke out between mili-
tants and security forces
in Anantnag and
Bandipora district of
Jammu and Kashmir on
Wednesday, police said.
The terrorists and securi-
ty forces were engaged in
a gunbattle in Salinder
forests in Bandipora, a
police spokesman said.

Cremated 
MMuummbbaaii:: Santoor maestro
Pt Shiv Kumar Sharma was
on Wednesday cremated
with full state honours in
the presence of family and
close friends. The 83-year-
old musician died on
Tuesday morning following
a heart attack at his Pali
Hill residence here.

Bribe
GGwwaalliioorr:: An employee of
the panchayat and rural
development department
was caught accepting a
bribe of Rs 1 lakh from a
sarpanch in Madhya
Pradesh's Shivpuri dis-
trict on Wednesday, an
official said. 

Mishap
NNooiiddaa:: Six school stu-
dents and a 22-year-old
man were injured after
their car allegedly went
out of control and hit a
divider in Greater Noida
on Wednesday afternoon,
police said. The incident
occurred near a CNG
pump in Delta 2 area,
under Surajpur police sta-
tion limits when the chil-
dren were being taken to
football practice.

Arrest
RRaanncchhii:: Jharkhand mining
secretary Pooja Singhal
was arrested Wednesday
by the Enforcement
Directorate in a money
laundering case linked to
alleged embezzlement of
Mahatma Gandhi National
Rural Employment
Guarantee Scheme funds
in Khunti and other suspi-
cious financial transac-
tions, officials said. They
said the 2000-batch IAS
officer was taken into cus-
tody under criminal sec-
tions of PMLA after two
consecutive days of ques-
tioning by the federal
probe agency. 
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Bollywood actors Kranti
Prakash Jha and Nitu

Chandra flash the victory
sign while posing for pho-

tos during Bihar Youth
Conclave, at Gyan Bhawan

in Patna, Wednesday. 
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New Delhi, May 11 (PTI):  

Putting on hold the sedi-
tion law, the Supreme
Court on Wednesday
stayed the registration of
FIRs, ongoing probes and
coercive measures on the
matter across the country
until an "appropriate
forum" of the government
re-examines the colonial
era penal law.

In its significant order
on the law that has been
under intense public
scrutiny, a bench headed
by Chief Justice N V
Ramana said there was
need to balance the inter-
est of civil liberties and in-
terests of citizens with
that of the state. Taking
note of the concerns of the
Centre, the apex court said
the rigours of Section
124A (sedition) of the IPC
is not in tune with the cur-

rent social milieu and per-
mitted reconsideration of
the provision. The bench,
also comprising Justices
Surya Kant and Hima
Kohli, directed the Centre
and states to not register
any fresh FIR invoking
sedition charges until the
sedition law is "under re-
consideration".

The court listed the mat-
ter in the third week of
July and said its directions
shall continue till further
orders.

Any affected party is at
liberty to approach con-

cerned courts that are re-
quested to examine the re-
liefs sought taking into the
consideration the present
order, the apex court said.

We hope and expect that
the states and the Centre
will restrain (themselves)
from registering any FIR,
continue any investigation
or taking any coercive
measures by invoking sec-
tion 124A of the IPC till the
aforesaid provision of law
is under re-consideration,
ordered the bench.

The attorney general,
on previous date of hear-
ing, had given some glar-
ing examples of misuse of
the sedition law like in a
case of recital of
Hanuman Chalisa'...there-
fore, we expect that till the
re-examination of the law
is complete, it will be ap-
propriate not to continue
with the usage of the
aforesaid provision of the
law by the governments ,
the chief justice of India
said in the order.

New Delhi, May 11 (PTI): 

The Delhi High Court
Wednesday delivered a
split verdict on the issue of
criminalisation of marital
rape and granted leave to
the parties to file an appeal
before the Supreme Court.

While Justice Rajiv
Shakdher, who headed the
division bench, favoured
striking down the marital
rape exception, Justice C
Hari Shankar said the ex-
ception under the IPC is
not unconstitutional and
was based on an intelligi-
ble differentia.

The petitioners had
challenged the constitu-
tionality of the marital
rape exception under
Section 375 IPC (rape) on
the ground that it discrimi-
nated against married
women who are sexually
assaulted by their hus-
bands.

Under the exception
given in Section 375 of the
IPC, sexual intercourse or
sexual acts by a man with
his wife, the wife not being

minor, is not rape. The case
will now go to the Supreme
Court. The judges had re-
served a judgement on
February 21 after
marathon hearings on the
rape law and the exception
for marital rape.

On February 7, the Delhi
High Court gave the centre
two weeks to articulate its
stand on criminalisation of
marital rape. The centre,
however, sought more
time. In a sharp reaction,
the High Court had
snapped: "You have to bite
the bullet. If you say the
court should adjourn the
matter endlessly, it won't
happen." The centre had
argued that it had invited
comments from all states
and Union Territories,
given the impact and far-
reaching consequences of
any judgment on social
and family life, and the
consultative process would
take time. A "holistic view"
had to be taken on marital
rape, Solicitor General
Tushar Mehta told the
court.

Bilaspur, May 11: 

The Chhattisgarh High
Court on Wednesday stayed
the proceedings of a judicial
enquiry commission set up
to probe the 2013 Jhiram
Valley naxal attack in which
several Congress leaders
were killed, and issued a no-
tice to the state government.

The state government had
reconstituted the commis-
sion by expanding the scope
of its inquiry last year.

A division bench of Chief
Justice Arup Kumar
Goswami and Justice RCS
Samant issued notices and
sought replies from the state
government and the com-
mission while hearing a
public interest litigation

(PIL) filed by BJP leader
Dharamlal Kaushik, his
lawyer Vivek Sharma said.

The court will hear the
matter next on July 4, he
said. Maoists attacked a con-
voy of Congress leaders in
Jhiram Valley in
Chhattisgarh's Bastar dis-
trict on May 25, 2013, killing
29 people including then
state Congress chief Nand
Kumar Patel, former leader
of opposition Mahendra
Karma and former Union
minister V C Shukla.

A judicial commission,
headed by then
Chhattisgarh High Court
judge Prashant Kumar
Mishra, was constituted on
May 28, 2013, by the BJP gov-
ernment in the state to con-
duct inquiry into the deadly
attack. Eight years later, the

Jhiram Ghati Inquiry
Commission's secretary and
high court registrar (judi-
cial) Santosh Kumar Tiwari
handed over its report to the
governor on November 6,
2021.

Justice Mishra was ap-
pointed as Chief Justice of
the Andhra Pradesh High
Court last year.

Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel and the ruling
Congress, however, ques-
tioned why the report was
submitted to the governor,
instead of the government.

Baghel also claimed that
the report seemed to be in-
complete , as the commis-
sion had sought further ex-
tension of its deadline only
in September 2021, but sud-
denly submitted the find-
ings a few weeks later.

New Delhi, May 11 (PTI): 

A passenger apparently
fainted at the Delhi airport
last week when she was not
allowed to board Air India's
Delhi-Vadodara flight for
being late, with her rela-
tives alleging she was not
immediately provided any
medical assistance

The airline, however, re-
futed the charge, saying a
doctor had arrived at the
spot "immediately" but the

passenger was already feel-
ing better. When asked
about this incident, Arun
Kumar, the chief of Indian
aviation regulator DGCA,
told PTI, "We are seeking a
report from the airline con-
cerned."

A video circulating on so-
cial media shows a middle-
aged woman lying on the
floor near the boarding
gates and her relatives ar-
ranging water for her.

In a statement, an Air
India spokesperson said the
video was in the context of
three passengers who re-
ported after the boarding
gates were closed. The air-

line staff kept calling their
names asking them to re-
port before the gate was
closed, the spokesperson
said.

"After seeing one of them
lying on the floor near the
gate, a doctor and a CISF
personnel were called im-
mediately by our staff to
help her," the spokesperson
said. The passenger started
feeling better when the doc-
tor arrived on the spot and
declined any medical or
wheelchair assistance, the
spokesperson said, adding
Air India always accords
top priority to passenger
safety and comfort.

Amritsar, May 11: 

The skeletons of 282
Indian soldiers who partici-
pated in India's First War of
Independence in 1857 were
found during the excava-
tion near Amritsar, said Dr
JS Sehrawat, Assistant
Professor, Dept
Anthropology, Punjab
University.

The soldiers were said to
have revolted against the
use of pork and beef-
greased cartridges. "These
skeletons belong to 282
Indian soldiers killed dur-
ing India's first freedom
struggle against the British
in 1857. These were excavat-
ed from a well found under-
neath a religious structure
in Ajnala near Amritsar in
Punjab," said the assistant
professor. "These soldiers

were revolting against the
use of pork and beef
greased cartridges, a study
has suggested. Coins,
medals, DNA study, elemen-
tal analysis, anthropologi-
cal, radio-carbon dating, all
point towards the same,"
Sehrawat added. The 1857
revolt was called the First
War of Independence by
some historians. Some
Indian sepoys recruited in
the British Indian army
had revolted against the use
of pork and beef greased
cartridges citing religious
beliefs.

Varanasi (UP), May 11 (PTI): 

A district court will
deliver its verdict on
Thursday in the case
related to the video

survey of the Gyanvapi
mosque located adjacent to
the Kashi Vishwanath tem-
ple.

The court will also decide
on a plea by the Gyanvapi
mosque management com-
mittee (Anjuman
Intezamiya Masjid) seeking
removal of Ajay Kumar
Mishra as the court com-
missioner for the survey,
lawyers said.

The court of Civil Judge
(Senior Division) Ravi
Kumar Diwakar, who had
earlier heard the argu-
ments of the Hindu and

Muslim sides, further
heard the matter relating to
opening of the two base-
ments located inside the
barricading in the
Gyanvapi complex for
videography and replace-
ment of advocate commis-
sioner. Advocate commis-
sioner Mishra also present-
ed his side, lawyer Shivam
Gaur representing the
Hindu side told reporters.

"The court has reserved
its order till 12 o'clock to-

morrow. It is expected that
tomorrow the court will
give the next date for
videography and also give a
verdict on whether the com-
missioner will be changed
or not," Gaur said.

After hearing arguments
of both sides, the court has
reserved its decision for
Thursday, government
counsel Mahendra Prasad
Pandey said.

Meanwhile, joint secre-
tary of Anjuman
Intezamiya Masjid Syed
Mohammad Yasin told PTI
that there is barricading all
around Gyanvapi Masjid
and the Hindu side is talk-
ing about videography of
the two basements located
beneath the mosque by
opening them.

New Delhi, May 11 (PTI): 

The Supreme Court on
Wednesday sought the
Centre's reply on a plea pre-
ferred by NEET-UG aspi-
rants challenging the
Centre's decision refusing to
lower the percentile for
qualification of NEET-BDS
courses for the academic
session 2021-22.

A bench of Justices DY
Chandrachud, Sanjiv
Khanna, and Surya Kant is-
sued notice to the Centre
and sought its reply on spe-
cific points like the total
number of eligible candi-
dates after deducting the ad-
mission granted for MBBS

courses and BDS courses,
the total number of vacant
seats in All India Quota and
State Quota and the total
number of seats available in
government colleges and
private and deemed col-
leges. The bench also sought
to know the reasons from
the Centre for not allowing
it to lower the percentile in
wake of available seats in
government and
private/deemed colleges.

At the outset, Additional
Solicitor General
Aishwarya Bhati, appear-
ing for the Centre, submit-
ted a note to the bench and
said that after the prepara-
tion of the note, the results
have been declared for all
stray vacancies and 111
seats in government col-
leges have been allotted.

New Delhi, May 11 (PTI): 

The government has made it
mandatory to quote either
PAN or Aadhaar for depositing
or withdrawing over Rs 20 lakh
in a financial year or opening
of a current account.
The Central Board of Direct
Taxes (CBDT), in a notification,
said furnishing the Permanent
Account Number (PAN) or bio-
metric Aadhaar will be manda-
tory for such high-value
deposits or withdrawals from
banks in a financial year, or
opening of a current account
or cash credit account with a
bank or post office.
Commenting on the move,

AKM Global Tax Partner
Sandeep Sehgal said this shall
bring in more transparency to
financial transactions where
banks, post offices and co-
operative societies would be
required to report the transac-
tions of deposits and with-
drawals aggregating to Rs 20
lakh or more in a financial
year.
"Further, the mandatory con-
dition of obtaining PAN for
deposit and even for with-
drawals would help the gov-
ernment in tracing the move-
ment of cash in the system. All
in all, this would tighten the
entire process of suspicious
cash deposits and withdrawals
with the already present TDS
provision u/s 194N under the
Income-tax Act, 1961," Sehgal
said.

New Delhi, May 11 (PTI): 

Biological E has submit-
ted an application to India's
drug regulator seeking
emergency use authorisa-
tion for its Covid vaccine
Corbevax as a booster dose
in adults fully vaccinated
with Covishield or
Covaxin, sources said on
Wednesday.

The Drugs Controller
General Of India (DCGI)
had already approved
Corbevax, India's first in-
digenously developed RBD
protein subunit vaccine, for
restricted use in emergency
situations for those aged

five and above. Currently, it
is being used to inoculate
children in the age group of
12 to 14 years.

According to the EUA ap-
plication submitted to
DCGI, Biological E in a
phase-3 placebo-controlled
clinical study, based on the
drug regulator's nod, has
evaluated the safety and im-
munogenicity of Corbevax
as a single-dose booster in
Covid-negative adults fully
vaccinated with either
Covishield or Covaxin. The
study was conducted on 416
subjects aged 18 to 80 who
were vaccinated with two
doses of either Covaxin or
Covishield with the last jab
administered at least six
months prior to giving the
booster dose of Corbevax.

HISTORIC JUDGEMENT

SC puts on hold sedition law
̈ Asks Centre, states 

to not file fresh FIRs The Congress on Wednesday hailed the Supreme Court's decision to
put on hold the sedition law, saying a clear cut message has gone to
subjugators of dissent that "you can no longer suppress the voice of
truth" and those critical of the government must be heard. Former
Congress chief Rahul Gandhi said "telling the truth is patriotism, not
treason" and listening to the truth is 'Rajdharma', while crushing
the truth is "arrogance". Do not fear, he urged people in his Twitter
post reacting to the top court's decision. Putting on hold the sedi-
tion law, the Supreme Court stayed the registration of FIRs, ongoing
probes and coercive measures on the matter across the country
until an "appropriate forum" of the government re-examines the
colonial era penal law. Reacting to the development, Congress's
chief spokesperson Randeep Surjewala said speaking truth to
power cannot be sedition for it is "true nationalism and the true
test" of how committed one is to the country and to the people.

As the Supreme Court on Wednesday put on hold the application of
sedition law, Union Law Minister Kiren Rijiju invoked "Lakshman
Rekha" guiding different institutions, including the Executive and
the Judiciary, and said no one should cross their "boundary".
Responding to queries by reporters soon after the top court gave its
directions, Rijiju said, "We respect each other. The court should
respect the government, the legislature, so as the government also
should respect the court. We have a clear demarcation of boundary
and that 'Lakshman Rekha' should not be crossed by anybody." In
its significant order on the sedition law that has been under intense
public scrutiny, a bench headed by Chief Justice N V Ramana said
there was a need to balance the interest of civil liberties and the
interests of citizens with that of the State.

‘Voice of truth cannot be suppressed’

Rijiju invokes Lakshman Rekha

HC gives split verdict on
criminalising marital rape

282 skeletons of 1857
‘mutiny’ soldiers found

JHIRAM VALLEY NAXAL ATTACK

HC stays proceedings of judicial commission
̈ Issues notice to govt

SC TO CENTRE

Give specific reply on lowering
of cut-off marks

̈ For NEET-BDS
courses

RELIGIOUS GATHERING

Devotees pull the chariot of Sri Porkodiamman during the Yeri Thiruvizha, a local tra-
ditional temple festival, in Vellore, Wednesday.

New Delhi, May 11 (PTI): 

The oil ministry has modified its
gas allocation policy for the city
gas sector, allowing state-
owned GAIL (India) Ltd to
import gas and buy from newer
domestic fields to meet grow-
ing demand from households
and transport sector.
GAIL will pool or average out
the price of imported as well as
newer field gas with the lower-
priced regulated field gas to
supply to city gas entities for
sale as CNG to automobiles and
piped natural gas to house-
holds, a ministry order said. Till
now, city gas entities were allo-
cated natural gas from older
fields, called the regulated or
APM gas. To promote the sec-
tor, the Cabinet had in 2014-15
made city gas a 'no-cut' sector,
which meant all demand of the
sector would be met from
domestic fields.

Govt modifies gas
allocation order
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ED Gyanvapi mosque survey, Varanasi
court to deliver order today

Biological E for Corbevax
as booster in adults

̈ Vaccinated with
Covishield, Covaxin

Quoting PAN or Aadhaar must for
deposit/withdrawal of Rs 20 lakh
̈ Also for current

A/C opening

PANIC ATTACK

Late for boarding, woman
faints at Delhi airport

̈ AI refutes charge
of not providing
medical aid
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Correction, Examination and Evaluation
N ow a days, State Board,

CBSE and University
examinations are on their full
swings and just parallel, evalu-
ation is also going on so that
the session is started on time.
Under such situation, it seems
relevant to think over the pur-
pose and objectives hidden in
the words -Correction,
Examination and Evaluation
which may invite the attention
of the examiners, students and
the parents also. Obviously,
these three letters vary a little
bit in meaning but a very close
relation also they have which
need to be very clear specially,
to the honourable teachers,
examiners, students and the
parents as well. 

So far as the correction is

concerned, it is an initial state
of rectification in the students'
Notebooks done by the con-
cerned teachers to see the
progressive move of the stu-
dents. It is mostly related to
the homework and classwork
of the students aiming to help
the  students better so that
they do not commit errors in
the examinations throughout
the session. It is very impor-
tant to make the students
learn right words, facts, fig-
ures and ideas which triggers
their thinking chord in the
right way leading them to
reach nearer and closer to the
true aim and objectives of edu-
cation by learning from their
mistakes. 

Thereafter, comes the turn

of examination in which the
students prepared by their
teachers write answers to the
questions with confidence so
that they come out of the ex-
aminations with flying colours.
Naturally, different students

have their different levels of
understanding and they write
the same answers differently,
either positively or negatively.
Now this level of their whole
understanding reflected in
their answer sheets is evaluat-
ed by the examiners during
evaluation. It is needless to
mention and remind here that
evaluation should never be
taken as the correction of note
books as it is quite a different
task from the correction of
homework and classwork be-
cause in evaluation, the total
value of an examinee as re-
flected in his answer sheet is
judged wherein, his personali-
ty  exposed in is also counted.

Especially in language
paper (Hindi, English, Sanskrit

etc) it becomes a little bit
more challenging a job for the
examiners because many a
time, slip of pen, slip of ideas
etc occasionally appear oc-
curred and for this occurrence
the students need not be pun-
ished or penalized. The total
value of the answers written
up to the examinee's level of
understanding and power of
retention should also be
awarded. Though word limit is
not strictly to be followed yet
those follow it honestly, must
be rewarded for this as it is an
important part of examination. 

What I wish to bring to the
notice of the concerned teach-
ers is very plain that while
reading the answers, the ex-
pectation of the students re-

flected in their way of at-
tempting the questions should
honestly be taken into consid-
eration. In other words, major
and important points efforted
must be considered whereas
the minor ones can be ignored
keeping in mind that the
marks awarded in language
papers matter much in the
grand total percentage on the
certificates. So, let's be strict
as well as liberal and judi-
ciously balanced in the evalu-
ation work as far as possible.

BByy  MM  RRaaii,,  FFoorrmmeerr  HHeeaadd  --
DDeepptt..  ooff  EEnngglliisshh,,  CCoouunnsseelloorr  &&
EEnngglliisshh  LLaanngguuaaggee  TTeeaacchhiinngg
EExxppeerrtt

IIBBTT  GGrroouupp  ooff  CCoolllleeggeess,,
AAhhiiwwaarraa

Workshop held for social audit of Mor Zameen-More Makaan

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 11: Bhilai
Municipal Corporation is
providing easy housing to
the people under the gov-
ernment's ambitious
scheme PM Awas Yojana.
Mayor Neeraj Pal is mak-
ing efforts to provide af-

fordable housing to the
needy and eligible benefici-
aries.

Commissioner Prakash
Sarve has given instruc-
tions to the officers regard-
ing this project. On
Wednesday, a workshop
was organized for the so-
cial audit of the approved
houses of Mor Zameen
Mor Makaan BLC compo-
nent under the Pradhan
Mantri Awas Yojana of
Bhilai area.

The Nav Aastha Jan
Vikas Sewa Samiti,

Ambikapur appointed by
SUDA made several sug-
gestions for social audit.
Along with this, sugges-
tions were also sought
from Corporators and ben-
eficiaries. The audit team
visited the wards and dis-
cussed with the beneficiar-
ies to explore the actual sit-
uation.

In the workshop, the
team conducted meaning-
ful discussion with the ben-
eficiaries and sought sug-
gestions for resolving their
problems. The team ex-

plained the problems faced
by the beneficiaries like
timely payment of instal-
ments and lesser area in
lease etc.

In BMC area, a total of
2802 houses are completed
and construction of 1289
houses is in progress.
Team leader Vijay Gupta
informed the beneficiaries
that its report would be
submitted to the govern-
ment.

Apart from the team of
PM Awas Yojana, S
Bhattacharya, Sumit
Sharma, MIC member
Chandrashekhar Gavai,
Corporators Ravi Shankar
Kurre and Anita Ajay
Sahu, Vineeta Verma from
Pradhan Mantri Awas
Yojana branch from Bhilai
Corporation were also
present.

Cluster wise revenue camps 
to be organized in rural areas

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 11: Revenue
camps will be organised
cluster wise in rural areas
and civic body wise in
urban areas of the district.
Collector Dr Sarveshwar
Narendra Bhure gave in-
structions in this regard
during the review meeting
held on Wednesday. The
Collector said that all the
applications received at
the camp should be effec-
tively disposed of within
the stipulated time frame.
Commissioners in bodies
and SDMs in rural areas
should effectively monitor
this initiative. The
Collector also reviewed
topics like drinking water
status, lifting of seeds and
fertilizers for farming,
starting a new session in
schools, etc. District
Panchayat CEO Ashwini
Dewangan, Additional
Collector Padmini Bhoi,
DFO Shashi Kumar, Bhilai
C o r p o r a t i o n

Commissioner Prakash
Sarve and other officers
were present.

Three other districts
also adopted the system of
Durg District and have
started opening the
Aadhaar Centers on
Saturdays also. It needs to
be mentioned here that
Collector Jandarshan had
received an application
with a request of keeping
the Aadhaar Centers open
on Saturdays. Considering
this application, the
Collector had decided that
the Aadhaar centers
would remain open on
Saturday as well. After
this decision, the Collector
also took feedback from

the people. Chips officials
said that on this Saturday,
three hundred people
reached the Aadhaar cen-
ter. It needs to be men-
tioned here that after the
introduction of this facili-
ty in Durg district, other
districts are also adopting
this system and have de-
cided to keep the Aadhaar
service centers function-
ing on Saturdays also.

Collector said that re-
solving pension related
problems of elderly people
is very important.
Instructions have been
given to set up camps for
this purpose. At these
camps, there will be a fa-
cility to identify such peo-

ple who are facing prob-
lems in getting pension
but are unable to submit
their application due to
physical incapacity. Apart
from this, efforts will be
made to identify such peo-
ple whose Aadhaar has be-
come inactive.

Collector said that it is
also necessary to start
preparations for the next
Kharif season. Farmers
should be asked to take ad-
vance lifting of fertilizers
etc so that there is no pres-
sure at the time of farm-
ing. He said that as per the
intention of the govern-
ment, other crops are also
to be promoted through the
Rajiv Gandhi Kisan Nyay
Yojana. Farmers should be
informed about its benefits
and facilities provided by
the government. He said
that the role of co-opera-
tive bank officials is also
important in this regard.
They should make the
farmers aware of the bene-
fits of other crops as well.

Mines CSR of BSP transforming lives in Rowghat
Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  MMaayy  1111:: SAIL-BSP has been engaged
in transforming lives and bringing out im-
provement in the standard of living of peo-
ple in the villages surrounding its Rowghat
Mines Project area for over a decade now.
Be it offering quality English-medium edu-
cation of students in the DAV school at
Antagarh fully financed by BSP, selecting
tribal girls from far flung places near
Narayanpur and funding their Nursing de-
gree at PG college of Nursing, Bhilai and
Apollo college of Nursing, Anjora to assist-
ing them in doing internships at JLN
Hospital and Research Centre, SAIL-BSP has
been taking several measures to rejuvenate,
refresh people's skills so as to equip them
for employment.  Recent initiatives include
giving ITI training to members of families
displaced from Railway line areas of
Antagarh and offering them a secure job at
SAIL-Bhilai Steel Plant after the training.
After completing their 10th standard,
these students are sponsored by BSP to
do ITI and then they are offered a job at
BSP. While the railway line itself is going
to be the lifeline of a large population re-
siding in the area, out of the 177 persons
who have been identified as displaced

from Railway line area near Narayanpur,
and in Kanker and Balod districts, as
many as 135 persons have already
been provided jobs by BSP. The State
government gives a list of families dis-
placed by railway line to Mines-
Rowghat Dept of SAIL-BSP.  Pramod
Kumar, an ACT posted at Medical and
Health Services Dept of BSP hails from
Chogail village in Kanker district. We
were counselled about future opportu-
nities for us and also underwent ITI
training with a scholarship of Rs 2000
per month, he says, adding that lives of
our family members are being trans-
formed due to our secure job. Gajendra
Rware from Kacche, Bhanupratappur
shares that he completed his ITI train-
ing in Bastar and then joined BSP as a
Fitter. Getting a company quarter,
medical facilities and a good working
environment are a boon for us, he said.
Bineshwar Nuruti from Keoti did his

schooling from Antagarh. Having com-
pleted his ITI in Electrical trade from
Bastar in 2017, he got a job in BSP in
2019. I never imagined I could get such a
fulfilling life and a secure job, he said.
These activities have been held under the
guidance of Manas Biswas, ED (Mines &

Rowghat) and Samir Swarup, CGM
(Mines-Rowghat) with the intervention of
SK Soni, GM (NW & Mines),  Anupam
Bisht, GM (Mines), Sachin Rangari, AGM
(Mines), and Daulat Ram Poyam, Asst
Labour Welfare Office or ALWO
(Rowghat). 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 11: Welfare
works for Selud and
Dhorabhata were dedicat-
ed by SAIL-Bhilai Steel
Plant and handed over to
them on May 11, 2022. This
work has been done by
BSP's Corporate Social
Responsibility(CSR) de-
partment and
Environment department.

CSR department has
setup 3 Solar water dual
pumps in Selud village for
ensuring water supply.

Also, a male and female
toilet has been setup
under the Swacch bharat
abhiyaan near Panchayat
bhavan for the benefit of
shoppers, school students
and villagers.

A Public toilet for resi-
dents of Dhorabhata and
toilet for Govt, higher sec-
ondary school for girls and
boys was handed over to
the Sarpanch of Selud and
Dhorabhata village. SN
Abidi, CGM I/c (Services),
T Dastidar, CGM (T & D),
DL Moitra, CGM (Envt

Mgmt) were present on the
occasion.

BSP's Corporate Social
Responsibility(CSR) de-
partment and
Environment department
have been assisted by
Chhattisgarh State's
Akshay Energy develop-
ment agency and Sulab
International in carrying
out these development
works.

Sarpanch of Selud and
Dhorabhata village, mem-
bers of Panchayat,
Principals of schools,

teachers, public represen-
tatives from nearby vil-
lages and villagers were
present on the occasion.

The programme was
carried out under the
guidance of Shivrajan,
GM (CSR), Uma Katoch,
GM (CSR) with the sup-
port of Sushil Kamde, AM
(CSR), Vivek Mishra, and
the entire team of CSR
and Envt Management de-
partment. The pro-
gramme was compered by
Rajni Rajak from CSR de-
partment.

Bride's missing jewellery
recovered within few hours 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 11: On
Wednesday, Dial 112 got in-
formation that the bride's
jewellery has been stolen
from the ongoing marriage
ceremony in Ashirwad
Bhawan, Durg. On informa-
tion, the team of Dial 112
and the Patrolling Party of
Mohan Nagar Police
Station reached Ashirwad
Bhawan.

According to the victims,
the gold and silver jew-
ellery was missing from the
place where it was kept. It
was supposedly removed by
some unknown person. The

cops communicated the in-
formation to the senior offi-
cers and immediately
launched the investiga-
tions. They meticulously
examined the entire build-
ing and strictly interrogat-
ed the catering, tent house
and other people working
in the building. Further, all
the guests were quizzed and
their rooms were thorough-
ly checked and searched.
During the search, the
stolen gold and silver jewel-
ery of the bride was recov-
ered in a room. The jew-
ellery worth about Rs 08
lakhs was handed over to
the bride's family. Satisfied

with the police action, all
the relatives involved in the
marriage thanked the cops
for swift action. Assistant
Sub-Inspector Ashok Sahu,
Constable Manish
Agnihotri, Constable
Naveen Yadav of the
Patrolling Team as well as
Constable Bhushan Joshi,
Mahila Police Volunteer
Yamini Devangan and the
driver of Dial 112 ERV per-
formed their duty apprecia-
bly. Superintendent of
Police Dr Abhishek Pallav
rewarded the police person-
nel for their prompt re-
sponse and averting a
major theft.

Victim’s car driver arrested 
for plotting loot conspiracy

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 11: Police ar-
rested the car driver of the
loot victim for plotting
conspiracy of the crime.
His three accomplices
were also arrested and the
looted cash has been re-
covered. The CCTV
footage provided vital
clues to the investigation
team.

ASP (Rural) Anant Sahu
informed that on May 05,
Patan Police Station re-
ceived a complaint from
one Kishan Lal
Chandrakar of Raipur re-
garding loot of Rs 1.98
lakh. Chandrakar accom-
panied by his car driver
Vijendra Chakradahri was
returning to Raipur from
Patan.

Near ITI College in
Patan, the driver stopped
the car to attend nature's
call. In the meanwhile,
three bike borne ruffians
reached there and looted

the bag and car keys from
Chandrakar. There were
about Rs 1.98 lakh cash in
the bag, the victim com-
plained.

Under the directions of
SP Dr Abhishek Pallava,
the team of Patan Police
Station with support of
Cyber Cell launched in-
vestigations. CCTV
footage of about 25 spots
were examined.
Technical inputs were
also examined.

On suspicion, the car
driver Vijendra
Chakradhari was strictly
interrogated. Initially he
tried to misguide the cops
but later he confessed in-
volvement in the loot.
Chakradhari disclosed
that he wanted to teach a
lesson to his employer.
When he came to know
that his employer is going
to bring huge cash from
Patan, he chalked out the
loot conspiracy and sent

the photo of the car and
its number plate to his
friends so that they could
easily identify the car and
execute the plan. On his
instructions, his friends
Naresh Yadav, Ashwant
Ratre and Hemant Sahu
committed the loot.

Police arrested all the
accused and recovered Rs
1.90 cash, ATM Card, Pass
Vook, Cheque Book and
other looted items from
them. The accused

Naresh Yadav (31) son of
Hemlal a resident of
Station Maroda; Ashwant
Ratre (19) son of Balram
Ratre a resident of Utai;
Vijendra Chakradhari
(32) son of Om Prakash a
resident of Village
Batang (Amleshwar) and
Hemant Sahu alias
Najaria (27) son of
Ramesh Sahu a resident
of Station Maroda have
been arrested on charges
of loot.

Inspector Shivanand
Tiwari, Inspector Gaurav
Tiwari, SI Radheshyam
Jurri, ASI Purna Bahadur,
Constable Shahbaz Khan,
Pankaj Kumar, Jugnu
Singh, Vikrant Yadu, Anup
Sharma, Shamim Khan,
Santosh Gupta, Rinku
Soni, Tushar Verma,
Homan Sahu, Dharmendra
Suryavanshi, Deepak
Manikpuri and
Ghamshyam Uraon played
vital role in solving the
case.

SP rewards Dial 112 team for quick response

Welfare works for Selud and
Dhorabhata handed over by BSP

p Committee of SUDA
seeks suggestions
from Corporators
and beneficiaries

M Rai
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Central Chronicle News

Raipur, May 11: CM
Bhupesh Baghel is on two-
day tour to Surguja dis-
trict and there he said that
the applications which he
has received in the
‘choupals’ over the last
week, the work should be
done on it and it should
not go into dustbins. The
way the officers and other
employees have work in
last one week should con-
tinue always, as in 3-6
months again he would
conduct review of the ap-
plications received. As a
fore-warning, CM said
that one should not consid-
er this as an end of CM’s
tour and we are safe,
rather he would make a
comeback again.

Country should decide
whether power required
or not?

CM Bhupesh Baghel fur-
ther said that it is the cen-
tral government who has
granted sanction for Parsa
Coal Mines and after
which we also have to
grant permission. If this
was denied, then ques-
tions would have been

raised on the state govern-
ment, he added. Baghel
said that that excavation of
coal should be done in
right manner and in this
interest of the tribal com-
munity should be safe-
guarded and it should be
ensured. Work should not
be done going against the
rules. CM Baghel said that
as to whether electricity is
required for all or not, has
to be decided by the coun-
try.

Launches attack on
Centre on coal policy:

CM Baghel came down
heavily against the BJP
government on the coal
policy and also suspected
some scam in it. CM said
that coal from foreign
firms is being imported at
the rate of 15-12 rate and it
seems here also there is
scam. It is by showing

shortage of coal, many
trains have been cancelled
and even after talks with
the Railway Ministers, the
trains are not on track so
far, he added.

Hails the works of of-
ficers, employees:
CM Baghel during his last
one week’s tour has hailed
the works of many officers
and employees and said
that percentage of those
creating problems is very
less and went on to add
that even one fish can
make the entire pond pol-
luted. He asked officers
not to think that they are
doing the best work,
rather they should try to
compete with others doing
far better.

Owner of jungle are
people of villages:

CM Baghel said that
during review of works
under Forest Rights
Recognition Act, CM
adopted a very stern atti-
tude and said that owner
of the jungle are the vil-
lagers and the officers are
just the protector of the
forest and warned them
not to try to become the
owner of the jungle.

CM suspects coal scam
in shortage of coal

Comes down heavily against central govt on its coal policy

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, May 11:
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) Vice President and
former Chief Minister Dr
Raman Singh on
Wednesday said that the
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel should quit the
post on moral grounds
after receiving High
Court snub in the Jhiram
Valley massacre case.

In a statement issued
here, Dr Singh said that
he should give opportuni-
ty to some other leader of
Congress who can deliver
the promises made to the
people before the last
Assembly polls in
Chhattisgarh. Dr Singh
claimed that the interim
stay order of High Court
on new Commission con-
stituted by Chhattisgarh
Government is a big set-
back for the ruling govt.
He added that the report
of Old Commission was
not made public whereas

another new
Commission was estab-
lished as an attempt to
save few of them, he
added.

Dr Singh alleged that
the Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel had
been playing politics
since the beginning on
Jhiram Valley incident
and added that attempt to
save few Congress lead-
ers has also brought him

into suspicion and added
that Chief Minister
Baghel should clear the
suspicion surrounding
the Valley incident as he
had been claiming to
have concrete evidence
when he was Congress
President in
Chhattisgarh. On moral
grounds, the Chief
Minister Baghel should
resign on the new devel-
opments, he concluded.

CCeennttrraall  CChhrroonniiccllee  NNeewwss

RRaaiippuurr,,  MMaayy  1111:: Mayor RMC
Ejaz Dhebar said that in line
with Raipur, there is no flex-
war in Indore city, as the flex-
es of the leader’s birthday
there are hanged only for 4-5
hours and that too with
Municipal’s permission. But
here in Raipur city such flexes
are hanged for minimum ten
days. The people of Indore
are more afraid of Municipal
Corporation rather than the
Police, he added. Indore
Nagar Nigam (INN) get Rs 300
crore annually for develop-
ment  from the Central gov-
ernment and Chhattisgarh
gets only Rs 40-50 crore. If we
also get the same amount of
then we can bring massive
changes in Raipur city,
Dhebar added. We will meet
Union Urban Development
Minister Hardeep Singh Puri
and urge him to provide funds
in line with Indore Nagar
Nigam.
Mayor Ejaz Dhebar address-
ing a press conference at
RMC’s meeting hall said that
few days back a team of 72

persons from RMC had being
on educational tour to Indore,
Chandigarh and Mohali and
this included Mayor, Speaker,
Leader of Opposition in RMC,
corporators from the ruling
and opposition party and
Zone Commissioners. We all
wanted to know the reasons
behind Indore being ranked
No.1 in the ‘Swachchata rank-
ing’. On meeting the Mayor
and others from INN, we
came to know that cleaning is
done thrice a day in Indore
city, be it in the afternoon or
at 2:00 in the night. 
Ejaz Dhebar informed that he
moved around in a motorcycle
and saw the ‘safai’ system in
Indore. In Indore Nagar
Nigam (INN) there are 19
zones and 85 wards and there

are around 800 ‘safai’ karam-
charis employed. There are
600 vehicles deployed to pick
waste door-to-door. RMC
where has just 4 mechanized
cleaning vehicles, Indore has
23. In Indore, the NGOs play
an important role in cleaning
and they moved out in the
vehicle itself to collect waste.
In RMC there is just two type
of collection of waste, dry
and wet, but in Indore they
have six different types of
waste collected . The most
important thing here is that
the cleaning work in Indore is
not done on contractual basis
and the  polythene thrown in
waste after recycling is sent
to the Cement Plant. Further
Ejaz Dhebar informed that
there is right use of female

talent involved in collection of
waste and they have been
given special training to seg-
regate the waste. Earlier they
used to earn from Rs 150-200
per day and now they are able
to earn Rs 400-500 per day. 
In Indore there is 100 per cent
disposal of the waste and the
discipline in Indore city is so
strict that if the stray cattle
are caught moving around in
the roads, then even phone
call from CM makes no differ-
ence and they are no relieved.
Indore tops in case of sterili-
zation of female dogs and
instead of dogs there is more
emphasis on sterilization of
female dogs.  On reaching
Chandigarh, we came to know
that there are 1800 gardens
and in Mohali there is just
complete ‘greenery’.
Mayor further said that all the
70 corporators of RMC should
work rising above party poli-
tics and then our city too can
become No. 1 In this press
conference, RMC’s MiC mem-
ber Gyanesh Sharma, Shri
Kumar Menon, Sunder Jogi
and  Health Officer Vijay
Pandey were present.

People of Indore more fearful 
of Nagar Nigam then police: Ejaz

Flex of B’day of leaders in Indore only for 4-5 hrs

Pre-Ranji
match: Ch’garh

restricts
Punjab to just

238 runs
Raipur, May 11: Deepak
Baghel claimed four wick-
ets for Chhattisgarh to re-
strict the opposition
Punjab to just 238 runs in
the first innings of the
practice match ahead of
Ranji Trophy tournament
being underway at
Mulanpur Stadium. While
Deepak claimed four wick-
ets for just 30 runs,
Vishwaranjan too claimed
three wickets whereas
Vishwas Mallick claimed
two wickets to restrict the
opponent.

Electing to bat first,
Punjab scored 238 runs
with the help of Salil
Arora (72 runs). Preet
Dutta remained unbeaten
on 37 runs for Punjab
whereas Namandeer and
Anmol Malhotra also
scored 31-31 runs for the
team. At close of play,
Chhattisgarh had scored
26 runs without any loss in
6 overs of play. Sanidhya
Hurkat (13 runs) and Anuj
Singh (9) runs were at
crease at close of play on
day one.

Baghel should resign on moral grounds: Dr Raman

 On HC snub to CG

Govt on new panel for

Jhiram Valley case

Baghel gave clearance to Parsa Coal
Mines to save his chair: Sai

Raipur: Chhattisgarh BJP President Vishnu Deo Sai on
Wednesday claimed that the Chief Minister Bhupesh Baghel
had given clearance for Parsa Coal Mines only to save his
chair as Chief Minister of Chhattisgarh. In a statement
issued here, the BJP President claimed that after registering
protest on the Coal Mines clearance initially, the Chief
Minister Baghel had given clearance to it following pressure
created by Congress Working President Sonia Gandhi and
Rajasthan Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot. Sai further claimed
that Baghel was under the threat to lose his chair of Chief
Ministership of Chhattisgarh after the Rajasthan CM Ashok
Gehlot had registered complaint with Sonia Gandhi on the
issue. Sai made the above statement in reply to the state-
ment given by Chief Minister Bhupesh Baghel that
Chhattisgarh had to give clearance to the Coal Mines after
the Centre had approved it. Sai also questioned the interfer-
ence of Sonia Gandhi and Ashok Gehlot on the Coal Mines if
the issue was with Centre and State Government.

CCeennttrraall  CChhrroonniiccllee  NNeewwss

RRaaiippuurr,,  MMaayy  1111:: Two accused
involved in looting people by
throwing red-chilli powder in
their eyes near Bajrang Nagar in
Vikas Nagar area of Gudhiyari
have been arrested. According
to the police, applicant Chetan
Netam lodged complaint in
Gudhiyari thana that he stays in
BSUP Colony in Saddu VS area
and work in a private firm
viz.Avinash Ispat in Urla. On
May 7 he was went to Kota to
courier some of the Company’s
documents and while returning
to company he sat for a while
eating ‘gup-chup’ in front of
Canara Bank at Bajrang Nagar
part of Vikas Nagar in
Gudhiyari.  It was here that two
youth came in an Activa vehicle
bearing No. CG 04-ME 7420 at
around 5:45 pm and there were
other two in a bike. 

During this one of the youth
in the Activa threw chilli power
in his eyes and ran away with
Vivo Co’s mobile phone and
other youth snatched the bag in
his hand, having original mark-
sheet and other documents of
the Company.  One of the youth
named Faiz asked other named
Sabir to start the vehicle fast
and sit and ran away. A case
under section 392 of IPC was
filed against the two.

SSP Prashant Agrawal took
this incident of looting throwing
chilli powder in the eyes seri-
ously and directed Addl. SP
Tarkeshwar Patel, Addl.SP
(Crime) Abhishekh
Maheshwari, City SP (Urla)
Vishwa Deepak Tripathi, in-

Charge Anti-crime and Cyber
unit Girish Tiwari,  and TI
Gudhiyari Vineet Dubey to find
out the accused and arrest
them. So as per SSP’s instruc-
tions,a combined team of anti-
crime and cyber unit and
Gudhiyari thana was formed
and search was started.

The team first inquired about
the details of the two accused
and the about the vehicle used
by them in the crime and based
upon which they checked the
nearby footages from CCTV
cameras and analyzing techni-
cal details tried to identify the
accused. 

In this case informers were
passed on the message and
they obtained important infor-
mation about the accused. On
this the team nabbed two viz.
Faiz Isa alias Faiju , R/o Debhar
City in Bhatagaon and strongly
interrogated with him based
upon the evidences. 

On this the accused Faiju
accepted his crime of looting
using chilli-powder along with
his friend Shair and as per the
location given, police nabbed
Sabir as well. The Police also
recovered the 1 piece mobile
set and bags with documents
from the location given and the
Activa vehicle used in the crime.
In this Faiju has earlier being
jailed under section 384 of IPC.

Two nabbed in looting by
throwing ‘chilli-powder’ in eye

Food Minister 
performs Bhoomi
Pujan of the works

of Jal Jeevan
Mission

Raipur, May 11: Food,
Civil Supplies and
Consumer Protection
Minister Amarjeet
Bhagat performed
Bhoomi Pujan of the
works of Jal Jeevan
Mission in village Karra
under Ambikapur dis-
trict. Under this, solar
pump based taps and
tanks will be constructed
at a cost of about Rs. 3.66
crore. With this Nal Jal
Yojana, 756 domestic tap
connections will be
made. On this occasion,
the Food Minister direct-
ed the officials of PHE to
install a quality tank and
the quality of the tap
water scheme should
also be better. He said
that if people will get
water facility from door
to door tap, then time
will also be saved. He di-
rected the officers to
complete the Nal Jal
Yojana within the time
limit. Minister also dis-
tributed cycles to girl stu-
dents under Saraswati
Cycle Scheme in Sedam
High School of Batauli
Block. A large number of
villagers including local
public representatives,
departmental officers
and employees were
present on the occasion.
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DEMOLITION

RMC is carrying out demolition of the boundary wall of city’s historical Budhatalab
and is re-constructing it in another manner. Raipur, May 11: 

Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel showered his bless-
ings on two newly married
couples and handed over
their marriage registra-
tion certificates under
‘Mukhyamantri Mitan
Yojana’. He gave marriage
registration certificates to
Ahanan Tirkey and Saju
Tirkey and Abhishek
Jaiswal and Sapna
Jaiswal, residents of
Ambikapur Municipal
Corporation (AMC) area
as a part of his meet-and-
greet programme organ-
ized today at Ambikapur

Vishram Bhawan.
It is worth mentioning

that CM Bhupesh Baghel
had launched the
‘Mukhyamantri Mitan
Yojana’ on May Day at his
residence office in Raipur.
Through this scheme, all
citizens, especially the eld-
erly, disabled and non-illit-
erate, will be able to easily
get 100 types of services
sitting at home. At present,
13 types of services will be
available in 14 municipal
corporations. Citizens will
get the benefit of services
at their door-step with
complete transparency
within the stipulated time

frame. Under
‘Mukhyamantri Mitan
Yojna’ citizens will get
doorstep delivery of serv-
ices like domicile certifi-
cate, caste certificate, in-
come certificate, document
copy, non-digitized (copy of
land record), death certifi-
cate, marriage registration
and certificate, birth cer-
tificate, and other citizen-
centric services like shop
and establishment regis-
tration, correction in
birth, death, and marriage
certificates. Urban
Administration Minister
Dr. Shiv Kumar Dahariya,
Food and Culture Minister
Mr. Amarjeet Bhagat,
MLA Dr. Pritam Ram,
State Women’s
Commission President
Mrs. Kiranmayee Nayak
along with officials and
common citizens were
present on the occasion.

CM hands over marriage
registration certificate 

To two newly married couples of Ambikapur

 ‘Mukhyamantri
Mitan Yojana’ was
launched on the
occasion of May Day

Raipur, May 11: 

The work of develop-
ing the tourist places of
Chhattisgarh will now
be done on the proposal
of two committees. For
this, District Level
Tourism Committee
(DLTC) and State Level
Empowered Committee
(SLEC) have been consti-
tuted to implement the
schemes. Officials of the
tourism board said that
DLTC has been given the
responsibility to make
proposals according to

the convenience of the
tourists and the SLEC
committee will try to im-
plement the plans on the
ground. In this way, the
initiative has been taken
to provide good facilities
to the tourists. This will
also provide employ-
ment to the local people.
Earlier the proposal was
made at the state level
committee.

Earlier proposals for
developing tourist cen-
ters were prepared by
SLEC. Now by expand-
ing it, a committee was
constituted at the dis-
trict level, so that the
identification of good
tourist places could be
established by integrat-
ing local level informa-
tion.

DLTC and SLEC have
been formed for the de-
velopment of tourist
places. The purpose is to
provide facilities to the
tourists at the tourist
place, said Anuradha
Dubey, Public Relations
Officer, Tourism Board.

Tourist places will now be 
developed on the proposal of state

and district level committee
 Monitoring work will

be done by district

administration

Raipur, May 11: 

As per the instructions
of Chief Minister Mr.
Bhupesh Baghel, impor-
tant decisions have been
taken in the interest of
tribal-forest farmers en-
gaged in sericulture and
cocoon production in
Bastar division. In the
same sequence, rally cosa
will now be procured by
Chhattisgarh State Minor
Forest Produce Federation
on support price. It is
worth mentioning that
Chief Minister Mr.
Bhupesh Baghel had an-
nounced commencement
of Silk Mission in Bastar
in his budget speech. In
pursuance of this an-
nouncement, State
Government has decided
to procure cocoons at mini-
mum support price
through Minor Forest
Produce Federation from
current financial year.
Minor Forest Produce
Federation has issued or-
ders in this regard on
Tuesday. Chhattisgarh
State Minor Forest

Produce Federation has
fixed the minimum sup-
port price for procurement
of rally kosa in Bastar divi-
sion as follows:- Rally Kosa
is Rs 4.20 per unit shell
weight 2.5 grams in Whole
Grade-1, Rs 3.60 for 2-2.49
grams per unit shell
weight in Grade-2 and Rs
1.4-1.99 grams per unit
shell weight in Grade-3.
2.80 for Rally Kosa-Poli
Grade-1 and Rs.1.50 for 2.5
grams per unit shell
weight, Rs.1.25 for 2-2.49
grams per unit shell
weight in Grade-2 and 1.4-
per unit shell weight in
Grade-3- 1.99 grams is fixed
at Rs 0.70. Forest and
Climate Change Minister

Mr. Mohammad Akbar in-
formed that as a result of
this important decision of
the government, local resi-
dents will get double the
benefit of production and
processing of Rally Kosa.

Providing further infor-
mation in the context,
Managing Director, State
Minor Forest Produce
Federation, Mr. Sanjay
Shukla said that Chief
Minister Mr. Baghel has
also directed to generate
more employment at local
level through the process-
ing of rally kosa. In the
same sequence, an MoU
has been signed between
State Minor Forest
Produce Federation and

the Directorate of
Sericulture. Under this
MoU, the cocoons procure
by Minor Forest Produce
Federation will be sup-
plied to the Silk
Department. Silk
Department has selected
740 beneficiaries in Bastar
division and are being pro-
vided training in silk
threading. He informed
that Chhattisgarh has an-
nual production of 8 to 10
crore rally cocoons. Rally
cocoon collection work is
mainly done in 07 district
unions of the state includ-
ing Jagdalpur, Dantewada,
Sukma, Kondagaon,
Keshkal, Narayanpur and
Kanker.

Special gift for the people of forest areas
Forest dwellers will get double the benefits from production and processing of Rally Kosa Raipur, May 11: 

Shri Ganesh Vinayak
Eye Hospital (SGVEH)
has once again proved its
metal by performing yet
some more rare surgeries
which were up till now
performed only outside
the state on the children.
Shri Ganesh Vinayak Eye
Hospital (SGVEH) keep-
ing in line with its motto
“Say No to childhood
blindness”, has started a
special program for diag-
nosis and treatment of pe-
diatric eye disease. Many
pediatric patients with
poor financial status
across Chhattisgarh, who
were earlier unable to af-
ford the expenses of treat-
ments are now availing
the eye care benefits at af-
fordable cost at SGVEH.

A 2 month 4 days old
Kabeerdham resident
Dhani Yadav’s parent no-
ticed spot in both the
eyes. They brought her to
the hospital, but it was lit-
tle difficult to perform
surgery in such a small
child. Dr Charudutt
Kalamkar, Dr Amrita
Mukherjee and team of

young and motivated doc-
tors successfully per-
formed the surgery.

Awareness in society
regarding pediatric blind-
ness i.e. Blindness in chil-
dren is need of hour.
There are different dis-
eases in pediatric age
group for causing vision
loss like cataract, glauco-
ma, corneal diseases,
trauma, and retinal dis-
eases. Some of these are
genetic and other non-ge-
netic. Refractive errors
are the most common
case of visual diminution
in paediatric patients.
Yearly vision screening of
school going children is
important.

There have been cases
of kids who could not see

from birth and who got
new vision after success-
ful surgeries here at
SGVEH. Firstly, the team
of doctors diagnoses the
causes of childhood
blindness done via vari-
ous methods to ascertain
the degree of visual im-
pairment in the affected
child and then treatment
is assigned.

In contrast to adults,
cataract in children pres-
ents a special challenge,
since early visual rehabil-
itation is critical to pre-
vent irreversible ambly-
opia (lazy eyes). The earli-
er the onset, and longer
the duration of cataract,
the worse prognosis.
SGVEH with new tech-
niques and material in

the treatment of congeni-
tal cataracts and im-
proved surgical and clini-
cal management, has im-
proved visual prognosis.

Dr Charudutt
Kalamkar, Eye Surgeon &
Director - Shri Ganesh
Vinayak Hospital ad-
dressing the media per-
son said ‘we handle so
many such cases where
parents awareness act as
a boon to the patient
whereas negligence as
curse. Happy that with
awareness of parents and
timely attention, Dhani 2
years and four days child
was successfully cured
for congenital cataract.
Before this surgery for
the first time in central
India and Chhattisgarh,
we also operated a 42
child for the same issue.”

Patient ‘s parent
thanked from bottom of
our heart to the doctors-
Dr Charudutt Kalamkar,
Dr Amrita Mukherjee
and team of SGVEH who
have acted as saviors and
have helped us to get rid
of such painful eye dis-
ease in minimum ex-
pense.

Timely surgery can cure childhood blindness 
 2 months 4 days old

Kabeerdham resident

Dhani Yadav got 

congenital cataract 

successful surgery done 

 Shri Ganesh Vinayak Eye

Hospital once again 

masters successful

Pediatric Surgeries

Raipur, May 11: 

Suhani Soch Sanstha
organized a training pro-
gram for women in
Vrindavan Hall. Madhu
Arora, President of
Chhattisgarh Chamber of
Commerce and Industries
Women’s Wing, Chief
Guest of the program said
that women should in-
clude regular exercise,

yoga, meditation and bal-
anced diet in their routine
to maintain their age. She
said that junk food should
be avoided. Worship must
be included in the daily
routine. Trainer

Valsalaya Murthy said
that women should openly
reveal their true age.
Many women over the age
of 70 have set an example
even in difficult situa-
tions. Trainer Dr. Neelima

Ahuja said that the way
we all are taken for regu-
lar physical check-up, we
should also go to the den-
tist. Along with keeping
the teeth clean and
healthy, everyone should
always laugh.

Dr. Tamannaah
Jaswani said that the
problems of teeth should
not be ignored. Having
problems with the teeth
also has to face other
problems. Members of
Suhini Soch including
Aarti Mayani, Sonia
Israni, Kajal Lalwani,
Pallavi Chimnani were
present in the program.

Regular exercise and balanced 
diet are necessary to maintain the age
 Expert gave 

important 
tips to the women
participants

RRaaiippuurr//BBiillaassppuurr,,  MMaayy  1111::
Indian Railways conducted sec-
ond stage Computer Based
Test (CBT) of CEN 01/2019 Non
Technical Popular Categories
(NTPC) recruitment on 09th &
10th May, 2022 for Level 6
(7124 posts) and Level 4 (161
posts). The total candidates
scheduled were 1,80,882, out
of which 1,28,708 candidates
appeared for the CBT. For the
first time, Aadhar based
authentication was done for
the candidates. The second
phase CBT was conducted in
three shifts, i.e. two shifts were
held for level 6 on 09th May,
and one shift was held for level
4 on 10th May. The scheduling

was done in such a way that
the candidates of one RRB are
given same question paper so
that there is no need for nor-
malization. The Level 6 CBT
was conducted in 156 centers
in 111 cities across 25 states.
The overall attendance for
level 6 was about 74%. The
level 4 CBT was conducted in
89 centers in 56 cities across 17
states. Overall attendance was
about 60.5% .  Total of 4721
candidates attended CBT 2
phase 1 exam in 2 shifts on
09th & 10th May 2022 in  exam
centres under jurisdiction of
Railway Recruitment Board
(RRB) Bilaspur. Special trains
were run by Indian Railways to
facilitate movement of candi-
dates.

Rly conducts second Stage
of CBT for NTPC Exam 

 On May 09 and 10
Raipur, May 11: 

So far 97.87 lakh metric
tonnes of paddy has been
lifted for custom milling in
the state. The state govern-
ment is also working expe-
ditiously in the matter of
depositing rice in the cen-
tral pool. So far, 41.05 lakh
metric tonnes of rice has
been deposited in the cen-
tral pool, which includes
21.85 lakh metric tonnes in
the Food Corporation of
India and 19.19 lakh metric
tonnes in the Civil
Supplies Corporation. The
millers have lifted 74 lakh
97 thousand metric paddy
from the procurement cen-

ters. Similarly, for trans-
portation of 22 lakh 90
thousand metric tonnes of
paddy, T.O. has been is-
sued, against which 22
lakh 90 thousand metric
tonnes of paddy has been
lifted from the commit-
tees. This year 61.65 lakh
metric tonnes of Arva rice
is to be deposited in the
central pool.

41.05 lakh MT of rice 
deposited in the central pool

BBiillaassppuurr,,  MMaayy1111:: The ‘Mahima
Guru Peeth’ established in
Guru Ghasidas
Vishwavidyalaya (Central
University) will try to restore
the ancient contemplation of
Indian Spirituality with its glo-
rious and distinguished past.
This statement was made by
Vice-Chancellor, Professor
Alok Kumar Chakrawal while
presiding over the inauguration
program of “Mahima Guru
Peeth” given by the University
Grants Commission at Silver
Jubilee Auditorium on May 09,

2022 at 10 am. Swami Shri
Madan Mohan Das, Saint,
Mahima Sampradaya,
Durugapali Mahasamund
(Chhattisgarh) was the Chief
Guest of the inaugural pro-
gram. The keynote speaker of
the program was Dr. Awadhesh
Pradhan, former Professor,
Hindi Department, Banaras
Hindu University, Varanasi.
Among the guests on stage
were present the Special
Guest, Rajneesh Singh, MLA,
Beltara Vidhan Sabha, Prof.
Devendra Nath Singh In-charge
“Mahima Guru Peeth” and
Head of Hindi Department,
Prof. Manish Srivastava,
Officer on Special Duty,
Development Section, and
Registrar of the University,

Prof. Shailendra Kumar.
The program started with

lighting the lamp and offering
flowers to the idols of Maa
Saraswati and Guru Ghasidas
Baba. The guests on stage
were welcomed with  small
saplings. On this occasion,
Tarang Band gave a beautiful
presentation of Saraswati
Vandana and Kulgeet.
Welcome Address was given by
Dr. D.N. Singh. Professor
Manish Srivastava threw light
on the objectives and areas of
research for the establishment
of Mahima Guru Peeth.

The Chief Guest of the pro-
gram, Swami Shri Madan
Mohan Das, Saint, Mahima
Sampradaya, Durugpali
Mahasamund (Chhattisgarh)

extending his best wishes on
the establishment of Mahima
Guru Peeth in Guru Ghasidas
University,  said that through
this, may the Chair work as a
centre of inspiration for  world
peace, non-violence and spiri-
tuality. Mahima Guru proved
the resolve of literature and
spirituality by making people
aware against the then social
evils.

Special guest Rajneesh
Singh, MLA, Beltara Vidhan

Sabha said that it is my good
fortune that there are three
universities in my constituen-
cy. India is the land of sages
and savants since ancient
times. We have to preserve our
tradition and culture.

Presiding over the program,
Vice-Chancellor, Professor
Alok Kumar Chakrawal
expressed his gratitude to the
Union Education Minister,
Dharmendra Pradhanji for the
establishment of Mahima Guru

Peeth. He said that our spiritu-
ality, tradition and cultural val-
ues ??have played an impor-
tant role to unite the nation. It
is our moral obligation to pro-
tect it.

The Vice-Chancellor said
that break that wall which
becomes a barrier to knowl-
edge, let us walk on that path
which becomes the way to the
goal. This is the first time after
upgradation as a Central
University that the first official
chair is being established in
the form of “Mahima Guru
Peeth”. This is the only bench
in the country named after
Mahima Guru, which has been
established in a Central
University. The keynote speak-
er of the program, Dr.

Awadhesh Pradhan, former
Professor, Hindi Department,
Banaras Hindu University,
Varanasi said that a new chap-
ter is beginning with the estab-
lishment of Mahima Guru
Peeth in Guru Ghasidas
University. The results of Vice-
Chancellor Prof. Chakrawal’s
Herculean efforts are starting
to show. He said that the more
the string is pulled, the more
distance the arrow travels. To
achieve such goals, we should
be strong.

He said that this bench will
preserve tradition and cultural
values ??along with self-study,
and spirituality. As a Central
University, the vision has
changed here and a new win-
dow has opened for the aca-

demic field. Mahima Guru
played an important role in
making aware the underprivi-
leged and the tribals of the
then society. Through this
bench, research will be done
on his literature, poems and
other articles.

The guests on stage were
honored with mementos. At
the end of the program, the
Registrar of the University,
Prof. Shailendra Kumar pro-
posed the vote of thanks and
the program was conducted by
Mr. Murli Manohar Singh,
Assistant Professor, Hindi
Department. Deans of various
schools, heads of departments,
teachers, officers and a large
number of students were pres-
ent in the program.

‘Mahima Guru Peeth’  is an effort to preserve the glorious history: V-C
 Country’s first chair

established in the
name of Mahima Guru
given by UGC in CU

Raipur, May 11: The
Chief Minister met the
fighting game player
Chandan in the Circuit
House today. The 18-year-
old Runiyadih resident
plays fighting games like
Vushu, Thoda, Thangta,
and Athelema. Chandan

secured the second posi-
tion in the Thoda game
held in Shimla. On meet-
ing the Chief Minister,
Chandan said that he be-

longs to a poor farmer fam-
ily. Playing on behalf of
Chhattisgarh on a national
level incurs a lot of costs.
It’s not possible to bear the
costs of playing even after
being selected in national
competitions. He added
that he has to attend the
Punkration Athelema
competition on 11 May. He
requested the Chief
Minister for financial aid
for transport and stay.

Chandan received a financial help of Rs. 2 Lakh
 Requested financial

help for travel and

staying facilities
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Korba, May 11: Revenue
and Disaster Management
Minister Jaisingh
Agrawal here performed
Bhoomipujan of
Dabripara pond under
ward 18 which is of a esti-
mated cost of 22 lakh.The
program was presided
over by Mayor Rajkishore
Prasad, Chairman Shri
Shyamsundar Soni,
Mayor-in-Council mem-
bers, councilors and alder-
men were present as spe-
cial guest.

The work of conserva-
tion, beautification and de-
velopment of Dabripara
pond located in ward 18 is
to be done under infra-
structure development and
environment head at a cost
of Rs 22 lakh. Revenue and

Disaster Management
Minister, Jaisingh
Agrawal, while providing
his dignified presence, per-
formed the Bhoomipujan
of the said development
work, offered prayers, un-
veiled the foundation stone
and got the work started.

On this occasion,
Revenue Minister
Agrawal said that along
with other development
works, the work of conser-
vation and development of
ponds, water sources is

also necessary, keeping
this in mind, at present 04
ponds are being con-
served, developed and de-
veloped in the corporation
area and approval has
been given for beautifica-
tion works.

He said that work of
conservation and develop-
ment of ponds and water
sources would be done as
per requirement. Mayor
Rajkishore Prasad said on
this occasion that the
image of Revenue

Minister Jaisingh
Agrawal has been made as
a visionary of develop-
ment and he has given his
best for the development of
Korba. Mayor Prasad fur-
ther said that it is our good
fortune that we have got a
person dedicated to the de-
velopment and guidance
like Revenue Minister
Agarwal.

Mayor-in-Council mem-
bers, Santosh Rathor,
Kriparam Sahu, Paluram
Sahu, Sunita Rathore,
Councilor Chanderlok
Singh, Anuj Jaiswal,
Alderman Bacchu
Makhwani, former Leader
of Opposition Mukesh
Rathore, Seema Upadhyay,
Hemanti Sahu, Santosh
Siddar, Savitri Sidar,
Jugavali Devi, Manju
Bareth, Sunita Bareth,
Sakun Chandra, Triveni
Mirri, Kujbihari Sahu,
Poonam Jha and common
citizens were present.
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Kharora, May 11:
Bhupesh Baghel govern-
ment has approved mining
in Parsa coal block, along
with it the struggle of trib-
als of Hasdeo Aranya to
save their village and
forests and places of wor-
ship has increased and in
Hariharpur village, which
is affected by the Parsa
mine of Surguja, for the
last 64 days, the tribals are
on strike, said State
Treasurer of Chhattisgarh
Gram Vikas Ekta Samiti,
Govardhan Pal.

Pal further alleged that
Chhattisgarh government
has taken forward the coal
mining project on the basis
of fake Gram Sabha propos-
al. It is worth noting that the
Chhattisgarh government
had issued forest clearance
for the mining project in
Parsa coal block on 6 April
and the mine has been allot-

ted to Rajasthan Rajya
Vidyut Utpadan Nigam.
The work of cutting of
about 2 lakh trees has start-
ed, despite the opposition of
the villagers in Hasdeo
Aranya area, is being under-
taken by the forest depart-
ment. According to the in-
formation received, the for-
est workers who came to cut
trees in the presence of the
villagers are facing tremen-
dous opposition. The vil-
lagers have so far tried to

convey their words to the
government through vari-
ous picketing demonstra-
tions, memorandum, pady-
atra, but the matter is still
not being listened to.
Villagers are raising slo-
gans appealing to save the
forest along with worship-
ing the original deity of
the tribals, Budhadev and
an indefinite dharna is
going on in village
Hariharpur district
Surguja since March 2
against the commence-
ment of mining in Parsa
coal block in Hasdeo
Aranya area. The
Chhattisgarh government
had issued forest clearance
for this mining project, but
there was no proper inves-
tigation of the fake propos-
als of the Gram Sabhas of
the affected villages of
Salhi, Hariharpur and
Fatehpur villages.

Bhavya Mahila Group
holds 5 day yoga camp  

Central Chronicle News

PPaannddaarriiaa,,  MMaayy  1111::  Bhavya Mahila
Group Pandariya organized a 5-day
free yoga camp at the local Shri
Ganesh Hospital, Pandariya, in which
the women of Bhavya Mahila Group
and their family members as well as
the women and girls of the city par-
ticipated, organized from 5:30 am to
7 am every day from May 5 to May 9.
The yoga camp was conducted by
Pragya Singh Bais, who is an accom-
plished wellness instructor in the sci-
ence of yoga and is also a member of
Bhavya Group. On the concluding day
of the camp, wellness instructor
Pragya Singh was honored by Bhavya

Mahila Group with a memento and
Nidhi Srivastava proposed vote of
thanks. Shail Bisen, member of
Bhavya Mahila Group, in her speech
on the occasion of concluding day
said that yoga is one of the best prac-
tices to stay healthy and remove
physical, mental and emotional
stress. Ravi Srivastava, who attended
the camp, has appealed to every per-
son to make yoga a part of their daily
routine to stay healthy in today's
busy life. Nidhi Srivastava, Urvashi
Chandravanshi, Shail Bisen, Archana
Singh, Shweta Srivastava, Yashoda
Soni, Kusum Sahu, Jyoti Singh, their
families and other women were pres-
ent in this yoga camp.

Compassionate 
appointment given in KMC

Central Chronicle News

KKoorrbbaa,,  MMaayy  1111::    Compassionate appoint-
ment has been given to the dependents of
three deceased employees in the
Municipal Corporation of Korba. Mayor
Rajkishore Prasad handed over the order
letter for compassionate appointment, and
conveyed his best wishes to the new em-
ployees. Three dependents have been
given compassionate appointment on the
post of Assistant Grade-3 and
Commissioner Prabhakar Pandey issued
the compassionate appointment order let-
ter under the rules of the government to

these newly appointed employees, con-
gratulated them and asked them to work
with full devotion and service spirit. Late
K.P.Dahyat's son Adarsh Dahyat, Late
Kamlesh Kumar Ratre's son Saurabh Ratre
and Late Khemlal Naurange's son
Abhishek Naurange got compassionate ap-
pointment respectively. Additional com-
missioner of the corporation, treasurer ac-
count officer Anand Gupta, Amrutlal
Kaivart, Shantilal Soni, UR Mahilange and
others were present on the occasion of
providing compassionate appointment let-
ters to these newly appointed employees
by Mayor Rajkishore Prasad.
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Gourela, May 11: The
Bilaspur Divisional
Commissioner Dr Sanjay
Alang held review
meetinng with revenue
offiers in Marwahi Janpad
Panchayat on Thursday.
He took information about
the total cases regsitered
in the revenue court of the
district, total cases re-
solved and pending cases
as on date. He also directed
to hold camps in the vil-
lages and sort out the

pending cases and asked
the RIs to work being
'kissan-friendly'.

In the meeting
Commissioner said that
for convenience of the
farmers the procedure
should be organised and
sorting out their griev-
ances should be their top
priority. He asked the RIs
to hold more camps in the
villages where more rev-
enue cases are pending
and directed the
Tehsildars to conduct
tours in different 'Patwari

Halkas' and sort out cases
on the spot itself.

In the meeting discus-
sions were also held upon
non-controversial muta-
tion cases, controversial
mutation (account divi-
sion); demarcation, diver-
sion, recovery letter, regis-
tration of labourers
under Nyay Yojana, avail-
ability of 'Patwaris' and
execution of their works;
keeping the land records
upto-date; number of
'Khasras', pending num-
ber of 'khasras' for

'batankan' of maps, and
other issues.

Commissioner said that
in case of any reveue re-
lated problems to the vil-
lagers, they are in need of
revenue records and
therefore he directed all
RIs to keep their record
upto-date. At the same
time, taking necessary ac-
tion into the pending
cases, they should try to
resolve it at the earliest.

Meeting was attended
by District Collector Richa
Prakash Choudhary,
Upper Collector BC Ekka,
Joint Collector Virendra
Singh, SDM (Revenue)
Marwahi- Dev Singh
Uikey, SDM Pendra Road
Pushpendra Sharam and
Tehsildar, Nayab
Tehsildars and others.

Admission thru lottery in Swami Atmanand
English Medium School, Vishrampuri 
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Vishrampuri, May 11:
Under the ambitious
scheme of Chhattisgarh
Government, the admis-
sion process for academic
year 2022-23 had been con-
ducted on 5th of May 2022
in Swami Atmanand
English Medium School,
Vishrampuri on the pres-
ence of all the officials of
education department,
our honorable MLA's rep-
resentative Sazid Adwani,
president of school com-
mittee Yadav Kamlesh
Thakur and all other
members, Sarpanch Mrs.
Pushpa Chandekar, and
other public representa-
tives. In this red letter day
the principal of this
school Mrs. P.L. Dhruv and
newly appointed princi-
pal. Shailendra Kumar
Soni, welcomed to all hon-

orable persons.
No doubt this scheme is

very important and ambi-
tious in various ways for
government of
Chhattisgarh. The main
theme of this ambitious
scheme is to provide excel-
lent and best quality wise
education so that the poor
and backward students

may get benefit for it.
The admission process

was happened through the
draw method by following
the rules regulation and
guide line of the state gov-
ernment. The selection
process of the students
was started at sharp 11:30
A.M. which was continued
around 5:30 P.M. and selec-

tion was done after com-
pleting the draw process.
During this draw process,
took out the lucky slip of
students by public repre-
sentatives, parents, little
kids, members of the
school committee etc. In
this admission process
from class- LKG to class-
12th (all faculties ) were in-
cluded and it was done
very peacefully and trans-
parently. Through this se-
lection process all were
very happy.

During this process the
officials of District
Education Office were also
presented. At the last, the
principal of the school
cast the thank to all dear
parents, officers, represen-
tatives, president and
members of the school
and all staff for their kind
support and tenderness
nature.

Staff nurse occupies accommodation
earmarked for doctor

Central Chronicle News

Konta, May 11: Even
though the Sukma district
administration talks about
providing all facilities to
the doctors serving in the
inaccessible areas, but
they are not getting any
luck to live on the ground.
On the contrary, MBBS
doctors working in Naxal
affected areas are becom-
ing victims of politics.

Due to the arbitrariness
of the administrative offi-
cers, MBBS doctors are
not being given residential
facility. Due to which doc-
tors are resigning from
their service. In the latest
case, Dr. Anil Kumar Patel,
posted at Community
Health Center, Konta, be-

came a victim of politics
going on in the medical de-
partment.

The health facilities in
the district are already in
bad shape due to shortage
of doctors. The condition
of rural areas is even
worse in terms of medical
facilities. The major rea-
son for the absence of doc-
tors in rural areas is that
there is a lack of facilities
and doctors in such areas
shy away from serving.

But the Chhattisgarh
government is deploying
doctors in such areas by
giving special packages
and good facilities. The
government is trying to
provide medical facilities
to the last person, but due
to the dominating politics

at the administrative level,
the government's efforts
seem to be getting sabo-
taged. Dr. Anil Kumar
Patel, posted at Konta CHC
in the district, has re-
signed from his service by
writing a letter to the
Director Health Services.

The residence of doctor 
allotted to the staff nurse

Dr. Anil Kumar Patel told
in a letter to the director
that on February 18, 2022,
he was posted at Primary
Health Center Chintagufa.
In view of the shortage of
Medical Officer, the Block
Medical Officer, Konta was
ordered to work in
Community Health Center
Konta.

After assuming charge in
CHC Konta, F type govern-

ment accommodation was
allotted by BMO Konta on
4th April 2022. But on 8
April 2022, the sub-division-
al officer Revenue Konta al-
lotted the accommodation
to staff nurse Kumari
Kamleshwari Uike.

CMHO said that the doctor
lived in the residence of BMO

Sukma district CMHO
Dr CB Prasad Bansod told
that there is no problem of
accommodation for the
doctors. Dr. Anil Patel
lived with BMO Konta at
his residence.

On the question of the
staff nurse being given in
the allotted accommoda-
tion for the doctor, he said
that the accommodation
has been allotted at the ad-
ministrative level.

p To be constructed at a
cost of Rs worth 22 lakh 
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Doctor resigned in absence of accomodation

Comm directs to resolve pending revenue cases
Holds review meeting with RIs of Gourela

‘Save Hasdev Aranya’ has support
of many organizations, says Pal

Ropeway canteen remain closed,
devotees face problem

Central Chronicle News

Dongargarh, May 11: A
case of discrepancy has
come to the fore in the
Ropeway and Canteen run
by Maa Bamleshwari
Temple Trust Committee.
According to information
received, the canteen has
been kept closed due to the
in-charge not giving the
full account of the canteen
or due to the canteen in-
charge not depositing the
amount in the trust as per
the cost charged for the
food items.

Also the ropeway built
by encroaching on the gov-
ernment land of the cre-
mation ground at
Chhirpani and the can-
teen built adjacent to it is
being operated by Maa
Bamleshwari Trust
Committee.

During the fair, goods
worth lakhs of rupees
were filled in the canteen

started 4 months ago.
Accounts were sought
from the manager by the
officials for not depositing
the amount according to
the cost. For not deposit-
ing sufficient amount in
the account, the canteen
has been kept closed tem-
porarily and in such a situ-
ation, the devotees who
come to see Maa
Bamleshwari Devi are fac-
ing numerous problems.

Hundreds of employees
are working in the Maa
Bamleshwari Trust

Committee, in such a situ-
ation, how far is it proper
to keep the canteen closed
due to non-account of one
employee, is also being op-
posed by many.Meanwhile
Treasurer Virdi Chand
Bhandari, treasurer of
Maa Bamleshwari Trust
Committee, has said that
due to non-accounting of
income received from the
canteen after Navratri fes-
tival, the canteen has been
kept closed due to techni-
cal reasons, but will be
opened soon.

Revenue Minister lays stone of pond 

LPG PRICES HIKE

Workers arrange Liquefied Petroleum Gas (LPG) cylinders at godown, in Prayagraj, Wednesday. The price of LPG
cylinder has been hiked by nearly 24 percent in the past one year.

HEAT WAVE

School students riding pillion on a scooter shield themselves under an umbrella from the sun on a hot summer
afternoon, in Gurugram, Wednesday.
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Commits suicide
 Shajapur: Madhya

Pradesh School
Education Minister
Inder Singh Parmar’s
daughter-in-law al-
legedly committed
suicide at her resi-
dence in Shajapur dis-
trict, an official said.
Savita Parmar (22),
the wife of Devraj
Parmar, took the ex-
treme step by hanging
herself around 9 pm
on Tuesday at her
home in Pochaner vil-
lage, Avantipur
Badodia police station
in-charge Pradeep
Vaskale said on
Wednesday. The rea-
son behind the ex-
treme step was not
clear, he said.

Char Dham pilgrims
 Dehradun: With a

rush of pilgrims for
the Char Dham Yatra,
the daily limit im-
posed on the number
of people visiting
each of the shrines —
Badrinath,
Kedarnath, Gangotri
and Yamunotri — in
Uttarakhand has been
increased by 1,000 for
the first 45 days of the
yatra season. An earli-
er government order
in this regard had
been partially modi-
fied, increasing the
limit to 16,000 for
Badrinath, 13,000 for
Kedarnath, 80,000 for
Gangotri and 5,000 for
Yamunotri, officials
said on Wednesday.

Heatwave 
 New Delhi: The max-

imum temperature in
Delhi is likely to hover
around the 40-degree
mark on Wednesday
and start increasing
thereafter as mois-
ture-carrying easterly
winds make way for
hot and dry wester-
lies. The minimum
temperature settled at
28 degrees Celsius,
three notches more
than normal. A fresh
heatwave spell was
predicted over Delhi
from Sunday, but east-
erly winds prevailing
in the national capital
under the impact of
Cyclone Asani shield-
ed the city against it.

Foreign chariot
 Srikakulam (AP): A

strange-looking gold
colour-coated chariot
came afloat to the Bay
of Bengal coast near
Santabommali in this
north coastal Andhra
district on
Wednesday morning,
leaving the locals in
awe. Going by the let-
tering on the chariot,
that looked more like
a floating puja
mandir, police sus-
pect it could be of
Myanmar origin.A
date, 16-01-2022, was
found inscribed on
the chariot.The locals
pulled it ashore after
which the police took
control of it, but
everyone was clueless
how it drifted this far.

Girl raped
 Pune: A 12-year-old

girl was allegedly
raped by two men in
Pimpri Chinchwad
town of
Maharashtra’s Pune
district, police said
on Wednesday. The
Chinchwad police on
Tuesday arrested the
accused, aged 18 and
21, under relevant
sections of the IPC
and Protection of
Children from
Sexual Offences
(POCSO) Act, an offi-
cial said. According
to the police, one of
the accused alleged-
ly waylaid the girl
when she was on her
way to a flour mill on
April 21 and took her
to the room of anoth-
er accused, where
the duo raped her.

Bhubaneswar/Kolkata,
May 11 (PTI): Several
parts of Odisha and West
Bengal are bracing for
heavy rain as severe cy-
clone Asani weakened to a
cyclonic storm on
Wednesday, barreling to-
wards north coastal
Andhra Pradesh, packing
wind speed of 85 km per
hour, the Met Department
said.

The weather system is
likely to further lose steam
and turn into a depression
by Thursday morning, it

said. It is very likely to
move nearly northwards
for next few hour and re-
curve slowly north-north-
eastwards along Narsapur,
Yanam, Kakinada, Tuni
and Visakhapatnam coasts
during noon to evening on
Wednesday, and emerge
into west central Bay of
Bengal off North Andhra
Pradesh coasts by night,
the India Meteorological
Department said in a bul-
letin. The Odisha govern-
ment has put five southern
districts - Malkangiri,

Koraput, Rayagada,
Ganjam and Gajapati - on
high alert , as they are like-
ly to be affected by the cy-
clone that may touch land
mass between Kakinada
and Visakhapatnam, about
200 km from Odisha. Light
to moderate rain or thun-
dershower is likely to occur
in Malkangiri, Koraput,
Rayagada, Kalahandi,
Ganjam, Gajapati,
Kandhamal, Nayagarh,
Khurda, Puri, Cuttack and
Bhubaneswar, the Regional
Meteorological Centre said.
Special Relief
Commissioner (SRC) P K
Jena said 60 ODRAF
(Odisha Disaster Rapid
Action Force) units and 132
teams of fire service per-
sonnel have been deployed
in the state, considering the
emerging situation.

The National Disaster
Response Force (NDRF)
has earmarked a total of 50
teams for undertaking res-
cue and relief operations in
areas affected by Asani, the
federal agency said.

Cyclone Asani weakens, Odisha,
Bengal brace for heavy rain

High waves crash on the Vizhinjam fishing harbour owing
to Cyclone Asani, in Thiruvananthapuram, Wednesday.

New Delhi, May 11 (PTI):

Civic authorities on
Wednesday carried out an
anti-encroachment drive
in Najafgarh and other
areas in south Delhi, as
bulldozers continued to
roll in the city to carry out
the action.

A day earlier, South
Corporation had carried
out a drive to remove ille-
gal temporary structures
and demolish a few brick
walls in New Friends
Colony. Meanwhile, a sen-
ior official said that dur-
ing SDMC’s anti-en-
croachment drive in New
Friends Colony “a tree
had got uprooted uninten-
tionally”. Information in
this regard was given to
the deputy conservator of

forests via a letter dated
May 10 wherein the SDMC
has “assured the forest de-
partment to undertake
‘compensatory afforesta-
tion of 10 number of trees’
in lieu of the uprooted
tree or take measures as
directed by the forest de-
partment,” the civic body
said. On Wednesday, civic

authorities carried out a
round of planned anti-en-
croachment drive in
Najafgarh and West Zones
of the SDMC, removing
temporary structures put
up illegally, a senior offi-
cial said. As per the plan,
action is to be carried out
in all four zones of the cor-
poration. In Najafgarh

Zone, action was initiated
in the stretch from
Aakash Hospital to
Madhu Vihar Bus
Terminal and surround-
ing areas, in Ward No.51S,
while in the West Zone, it
was being done in
Chaukhandi and sur-
rounding areas in Ward
No.6S, as per information
shared by the civic offi-
cial. Police personnel have
reached areas in South
Zone too, while action in
Central Zone was yet to
begin, the official said.

Central Zone areas,
marked for action include
Meher Chand Market,
Lodhi Colony, places near
Sai Baba Mandir and JLN
Metro Station and sur-
rounding areas in ward
no. 58S, officials said.

SDMC carries out anti-encroachment
drive in Najafgarh, West zones

Thane, May 11 (PTI):

Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi has moved an ap-
plication in a court at
Bhiwandi in
Maharashtra’s Thane dis-
trict, seeking permanent
exemption from appear-
ance in a defamation case
filed against him.

Judicial Magistrate
First Class (JMFC) J V
Paliwal on Tuesday direct-
ed the complainant, local
RSS activist Rajesh Kunte,
to respond to the applica-
tion and posted the matter
for further hearing on
May 18.

In 2014, Kunte had filed
the case against Gandhi
after watching his speech
in Thane’s Bhiwandi
township, where the

Congress leader alleged
that the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh
(RSS) was behind the
killing of Mahatma
Gandhi.

Kunte had claimed this
statement slandered the
reputation of the RSS.

In his application moved
on Tuesday, Gandhi said
being a member of
Parliament (from
Wayanad in Kerala), he
has to visit his constituen-
cy, attend to the party work
and travel a lot, hence he
be exempted from appear-
ing in person before the
court.

His advocate Narayan
Iyer said Gandhi has also
stated in his application
that whenever required,
he be allowed to be repre-

sented by his lawyer in the
hearing.

On Tuesday, Kunte also
moved an application
seeking exemption from
appearance as he was un-
well, which was allowed
by the court.

In 2018, the court had
framed charges against
Gandhi in the case, but he
had pleaded not guilty.

Last month, Kunte paid
Rs 1,500 cost to Gandhi, as
per the court’s directions,
as he (Kunte) had sought
adjournment in the case.

Kunte had moved appli-
cations seeking adjourn-
ment in the case twice - in
March and April - which
the court had rejected and
asked him to pay Rs 500
(for March) and Rs 1,000
(for April) to Gandhi.

Defamation case

Rahul Gandhi seeks permanent 
exemption from appearance in Maha court

Ranchi, May 11 (PTI):

Jharkhand mining sec-
retary Pooja Singhal ap-
peared before the ED for
the second consecutive
day in connection with a
money-laundering probe
linked to alleged embez-
zlement of MGNREGA
funds in Khunti and other
charges, officials said on
Wednesday.

The 2000-batch Indian
Administrative Service
(IAS) officer arrived at
the agency’s regional of-
fice in Hinoo area around
10:40 AM.

The federal agency had
recorded the statement of
the officer under the
Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA).
The officer was present
for about nine hours at its
office on Tuesday. The
statement of her busi-

nessman husband
Abhishek Jha has also
been recorded by the
agency.

The agency also carried
out some fresh raids in
Kolkata in connection
with the case.

The questioning of the
couple comes after the ED
conducted raids against
the bureaucrat, her hus-
band, their linked entities
and others on May 6 in

Jharkhand and a few
other locations.

The agency has also
seized four SUVs — a
Jaguar, a Fortuner and
two Honda brand cars —
which were in the name
of arrested CA Suman
Kumar or his linked per-
sons under the anti-
money laundering law.

The Enforcement
Directorate investigation
against Singhal and oth-
ers pertains to a money-
laundering case in which
former junior engineer in
the Jharkhand govern-
ment, Ram Binod Prasad
Sinha, was arrested by
the agency on June 17,
2020 from West Bengal
after he was booked by
the agency under the
PMLA in 2012 after study-
ing the FIRs of the state
vigilance bureau against
him.

J’khand mining secretary Pooja Singhal
appears before ED for second day

Meerut (UP), May 11 (PTI):

Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath
exhorted people to expose
those who want to create
division and divide peo-
ple on the basis of caste,
creed, region and lan-
guage. On a visit to this
district, the chief minis-
ter said the state has
shown that unnecessary
loudspeakers can be re-
moved and that the ‘alvi-
da namaz’ can be offered
not on the streets but in
places of worship.

He also advised people
to beware of people who
are still indulging in the
conspiracy to divide.

“Those who want to
create division in the so-
ciety, want to divide on
the basis of caste, creed,
region and language, we
have to expose them.

“We have to beware of

those who are trying to
push us towards the era
of slavery. We have to
break the plans of such
people,” the chief minis-
ter said addressing a pro-
gramme at the Victoria
Park here on the occasion
of Kranti Diwas. He
asked people to trust the
present government, say-
ing under the leadership

of the BJP dispensation
at the Centre and the
state, the country is con-
tinuously moving for-
ward. The chief minister
said along with the
mantra of ‘Sabka Saath
Sabka Vikas, everyone is
getting the benefits of
various central and state
government schemes.
Citing the achievements

of his government, he
said Ram Navami and
programmes of
Hanuman Jayanti were
held in a peaceful man-
ner in the state.

Uttar Pradesh has
shown that unnecessary
mikes can also be re-
moved and that the ‘alvi-
da namaz’ can be offered
not on the streets but in
the places of worship, he
said, adding that now the
state is strengthening the
economy.

The chief minister said
today the eyes of the
whole world are on India.

Wherever there is a cri-
sis in the world India
stands at the forefront.
Even in the Russia-
Ukraine war, the world
looks towards India. The
world is adopting Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi’s promise of peace,
the CM added.

Expose those who want to create division in society: UP CM

Aizawl, May 11 (PTI):

Mizoram BJP president
Vanlalhmuaka said the saf-
fron party would stake
claim to form the new ex-
ecutive body in the Mara
Autonomous District
Council (MADC) in south
Mizoram’s Siaha district.

The results of the
MADC elections were an-
nounced on Monday and
the BJP emerged as the
single largest party win-
ning 12 out of total 25 seats,
one seat short of a simple
majority. The Mizo
National Front (MNF),
which is the ruling party
in the state, has bagged
nine seats and Congress
won four seats. “We will
stake claim to form the
new executive body in
MADC as we are the single
largest party. I hope some

members from either MNF
or Congress, who want en-
hancement of power of the
council, will support and
join us,” Vanlalhmuaka
told PTI on Tuesday. The
BJP president, however,
ruled out any post-poll al-
liance or coalition with
MNF or Congress. “We
will not form a coalition
with either MNF or
Congress. We will form a
new executive body of our
own and I hope some mem-
bers from MNF or

Congress will join us,” he
said. Meanwhile, Congress
Legislature Party leader
Zodintluanga told re-
porters on Tuesday that
the Congress would not
have any post-poll alliance
with rivals MNF and BJP.
Expressing gratitude to
the people for electing four
Congress candidates,
Zodintluanga said that the
people want us to be in op-
position bench and that is
why the Political Affairs
Committee (PAC) of the
Congress has decided not
to work with either MNF
or BJP. Polling for the 25-
member MADC was held
on May 5 and results were
declared on Monday.

The Mizoram State
Election Commission has
fixed May 13 as the last
date for formation of exec-
utive body.

BJP to stake claim to form new 
executive body of MADC: Vanlalhmuaka



Colombo, May 11 (PTI):

The International
Monetary Fund on
Wednesday said that it
would continue the techni-
cal level talks with debt-
ridden Sri Lanka to pre-
pare for policy discussions
once a new government
has been formed in the is-
land nation.

Sri Lanka has been
grappling with an un-
precedented economic tur-
moil since its independ-
ence from Britain in 1948.
Sri Lanka is currently fac-
ing the worst economic
crisis and political insta-
bility ever after
Independence due to man-
ifold reasons both short
and long-term.

The IMF said that it re-
mains committed to assist-
ing Sri Lanka in line with
its policies, the Colombo
Gazette news portal re-
ported.

Technical level discus-
sions with Sri Lanka have
commenced. They will
continue in order to pre-
pare for policy discussions
once a new Government
has been formed, the IMF
was quoted as saying by
the report.

On our virtual mission
during May 9-23, discus-
sions at the technical level
have just started and con-
tinued as planned so as to
be fully prepared for poli-
cy discussions once a new
government has been
formed, the IMF said in a
statement.

The IMF also said that it
is following developments
in Sri Lanka closely and is
concerned about rising so-
cial tensions and violence.

In the month of April,
the two sides convened
their first round of talks at

the IMF headquarters in
Washington.

Sri Lanka is hoping for a
Rapid Finance Instrument
(RFI) facility as well as a
larger Extended Fund
Facility (EFF) from the in-
ternational financial body
to help it deal with its for-
eign currency shortages,
which have triggered an
economic crisis.
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ETERNAL FLAME

Ecuador’s President Guillermo Lasso rekindles 
the eternal flame at the Hall of Remembrance during a
visit to the Yad Vashem Holocaust Memorial museum 

in Jerusalem on May 11.

GUARD OF HONOUR

Japan’s Prime Minister Fumio Kishida (L) and Finland’s Prime Minister Sanna Marin attend an honour guard 
ceremony before their meeting at the prime minister’s office in Tokyo on May 11.

BRIEF
Zero COVID policy

Beijing: China’s
much-touted dynamic
zero COVID policy
came under sharp
criticism from the
WHO which termed it
unsustainable in view
of the constantly
changing behaviour
of the coronavirus
and called on Beijing
to shift its strategy.
World Health
Organisation (WHO)
Director-General
Tedros Adhanom
Ghebreyesus said this
on Tuesday while
commenting on
China’s zero COVID
policy under which
many Chinese cities,
including Shanghai
and Beijing, were ei-
ther under lockdown
or semi-lockdown for
prolonged periods.

Torture 
Paris: French inves-
tigative judges at the
Paris Tribunal on
Wednesday opened a
probe into torture alle-
gations against
Interpol President Maj.
Gen. Ahmed Nasser al-
Raisi of the United
Arab Emirates.Two
British citizens,
Matthew Hedges and
Ali Issa Ahmad, who
had both been detained
in the UAE before al-
Raisi was elected presi-
dent of the France-
based world police
agency,will on
Wednesday give evi-
dence against him at
the Specialized Judicial
Unit for Crimes
Against Humanity and
War Crimes of the
Paris Tribunal, their
lawyers said.

Yellen trip
Washington:
Treasury Secretary
Janet Yellen’s appear-
ance before a Senate
committee took an un-
expected and tense de-
tour into the abortion
debate Tuesday when
senators questioned
her about the poten-
tial impact of an abor-
tion ban on the
American economy. I
believe that eliminat-
ing the right of
women to make deci-
sions about when and
whether to have chil-
dren would have very
damaging effects on
the economy and
would set women
back decades, Yellen
said in response to a
question from Sen.
Bob Menendez, D-N.J.

Bear attack
Anchorage: A US
Army soldier died of
injuries sustained in a
bear attack Tuesday
in Alaska. The soldier
was part of a small
group in a training
area west of the
Anchorage Regional
Landfill when the
bear attacked. The
name of the soldier
was being withheld
pending next-of-kin
notification.

London, May 11 (AP):

Britain and the
European Union were
once again at loggerheads
over Brexit on Wednesday,
after the U.K. government
ramped up threats to
scrap parts of its trade
treaty with the bloc, say-
ing the rules are blocking

the formation of a new
government in Northern
Ireland.

Foreign Secretary Liz
Truss said the govern-
ment would not shy away
from taking action if it
can’t reach agreement
with the bloc.

The EU warned that
renegotiating the legally

binding agreement is not
an option. Any move by
Britain to unilaterally
rewrite the rules would
bring legal action from
the bloc that could esca-
late into a trade war.

Arrangements for
Northern Ireland the only
part of the U.K. that
shares a border with an
EU nation have been the
thorniest subject of con-
tention in the U.K.’s di-
vorce from the 27-nation
bloc, which became final
at the end of 2020.

A deal was agreed to
keep the Irish border free
of customs posts and
other checks, because an
open border is a key pillar
of the peace process that
ended decades of violence
in Northern Ireland.
Instead, there are checks
on some goods entering
Northern Ireland from the
rest of the U.K.

UK ramps up threat to rewrite
Brexit deal with the EU

Foreign Secretary Liz Truss

Colombo, May 11 (PTI):

Sri Lankan President
Gotabaya Rajapaksa will
have talks on Wednesday
with the ruling party dissi-
dents and the main
Opposition SJB to end the
political impasse after the
resignation of prime min-
ister Mahinda Rajapaksa.

After nearly two days of
political deadlock, the
stakeholders are engaged
in prolonged talks to try
and appoint a successor to
Mahinda Rajapaksa.

Mahinda, 76, resigned as
prime minister on
Monday amid unprece-
dented economic turmoil
in the country, hours after
his supporters attacked
anti-government protest-
ers, prompting authorities
to impose a nationwide
curfew and deploy Army
troops in the capital. The
attack triggered wide-
spread violence against

pro-Rajapaksa politicians.
We will have more talks

today (Wednesday).
Hopefully we will see an
end (of the political im-
passe) today, Anura Yapa,
a senior leader of the inde-
pendent group that had
split from the ruling SLPP

coalition, told PTI.
The main Opposition

Samagi Jana Balawegaya
(SJB), the ruling party dis-
sidents and President
Gotabaya Rajapaksa have
been holding talks for the
last two days without
much success, according

to sources. This is the time
for all Sri Lankans to join
hands as one, to overcome
the economic, social & po-
litical challenges. I urge all
#Srilankans to reject the
subversive attempts to
push you towards racial &
religious disharmony.
Promoting moderation,
toleration & coexistence is
vital, the President said on
Twitter.

Parliamentary sources
said Speaker Mahinda
Yapa Abeyawardene’s
plan to hold a party lead-
ers’ meeting on the recon-
vening of Parliament be-
fore its scheduled date
next week has become dif-
ficult as parties had raised
safety issues in the cur-
rent volatile situation.

The Speaker would opt
for an online meeting.

The main Opposition
had handed over a motion
of no trust against the gov-
ernment.

Sri Lanka crisis: Talks on to end 
political impasse after PM’s resignation

Anti-government demonstrators take part in a protest near
the President’s office in Colombo. Fresh protests erupted in
Sri Lanka’s capital on May 10, defying a government
curfew after five people died in the worst violence in weeks
of demonstrations over a dire economic crisis

London, May 11 (AP):

Elon Musk said Twitter
would reverse its ban of
former President Donald
Trump if his purchase of
the social media company
goes through, signalling
just how permissive the
platform could become to-
ward free speech under
his ownership.

Speaking virtually at an
auto conference, the Tesla
CEO said Tuesday that
Twitter’s ban of Trump
following the Jan 6, 2021
insurrection at the US
Capitol was a morally bad
decision and foolish in the
extreme. I think that was a
mistake because it alienat-
ed a large part of the coun-
try and did not ultimately
result in Donald Trump
not having a voice, said
Musk, adding that he pre-
ferred temporary suspen-
sions and other narrowly
tailored punishments for

content that is illegal or
otherwise destructive to
the world.”

Twitter co-founder and
former CEO Jack Dorsey
voiced his agreement in a
Tuesday tweet in which he
said generally permanent
bans are a failure of ours
and don’t work. Shares of
Twitter dropped 1.5%
Tuesday to 47.24 per share.
That’s 13 percent below
the offer of 54.20 per share
or 44 billion that Musk
made on April 14, a reflec-

tion of Wall Street’s con-
cerns that the deal could
still fall through. Musk
emphasised Tuesday that
it is certainly not a done
deal.”

Musk has repeatedly
criticised Twitter’s con-
tent moderation decisions,
including banning Trump
for incitement of violence,
but had mostly avoided
saying what he would do
about Trump’s account.
He was pressed for more
details Tuesday by Peter
Campbell, an automotive
correspondent for the
Financial Times, which
hosted the auto confer-
ence. If Musk is concerned
that many people were
upset that Trump was
banned, he should see how
many more people would
be upset if Trump was not
banned, said Kirsten
Martin, a professor of
technology ethics at the
University of Notre Dame.

Musk says he would reverse
Twitter’s ban of Donald Trump

Technical level discussions 
with Sri Lanka will continue: IMF

Hong Kong, May 11:

After decades of lag-
ging behind, China’s
technological innovation
competes on the world
stage. It has helped define
what Chinese national-
ism looks like today.

For many educated pro-
fessionals in urban
China, the government’s
plan to make China a
world leader in scientific
research and technologi-
cal innovation is not
mere government propa-
ganda. China’s political
leaders and social elites
have long argued that
stale scientific and tech-
nological development
was a key reason why the
country lagged behind
the West, since suffering
defeat in the first Opium

War in the mid-19th cen-
tury.

Techno-scientific devel-
opment became tethered
to national security and
economic growth, espe-
cially to reduce depend-
ence on imports, pursue
exports and capitalise on
increasingly global value
chains and shift China
beyond its status as the
world’s factory’. Granted,
the Chinese people have
been repeatedly exposed
to this narrative through
decades of formal educa-
tion and official media,
but there is more to it.

This narrative pro-
vides the language for
them to think about and
make sense of the eco-
nomic and technological
practices in their daily
lives.

Chinese techno-nationalism
more than mere propaganda

S cientists at the
University of

California, San
Diego, have devel-
oped a smartphone
app that can detect
early signs of
Alzheimer's disease
and other neurolog-
ical conditions. The
app uses the phone's
near-infrared cam-
era to track changes
in the size of a per-
son's pupils at a
sub-millimetre
level. These meas-
urements can then
be used to assess
that person's cogni-
tive condition.
As technology evolves, the eyes
will prove more and more use-
ful as a means of diagnosing
all kinds of diseases and condi-
tions because, by being trans-
parent, the eye requires far less
invasive methods of examina-

tion than other body parts.
But even without technology,

it is possible to detect a number
of health problems simply by
looking at the eyes. Here are
some of the warning signs.

Pupil size
The pupil responds instantly

to light, becoming smaller in
bright environments and larg-
er in dimmer conditions.
Sluggish or delayed responses
in pupil size can point to sever-
al diseases that can include se-
rious conditions such as
Alzheimer's disease, as well as
effects of medications and evi-
dence of drug use. Dilated
pupils are common in those
who use stimulant drugs, such
as cocaine and amphetamine.
Very small pupils can be seen
in heroin users.

Red or yellow eyes
A change in the colour of

the sclera (the whites of the
eyes ) suggests that something
is not right. A red, bloodshot
eye can be triggered by excess
alcohol or drug abuse. It can
also be caused by an irritation
or infection that, in most
cases, passes within days.

If the change in colour is
persistent, it can signal a
more serious infection, in-
flammation, or a reaction to
contact lenses or their solu-
tions. In extreme cases, a red
eye indicates glaucoma, a sin-
ister disease that can lead to
blindness.

When the sclera become
yellow, this is a most obvious
sign of jaundice and a dis-
eased liver. The underlying
causes of jaundice vary wide-
ly. They include inflammation
of the liver (hepatitis), genetic
or autoimmune conditions,
and certain medications,
viruses or tumours.

Red spot
A blood-red spot on the white

of the eye (subconjunctival
haemorrhage) can look fright-
ening and is always the result
of a small localised blood ves-
sel that has burst. Most times,
there is no known cause, and it
disappears within days.
However, it can also be an indi-
cation of high blood pressure,
diabetes and blood-clotting dis-
orders that cause excessive
bleeding. Blood-thinning drugs
such as aspirin can also be the
cause, and if the problem is fre-
quent, might suggest that the
dosage should be reviewed.

Ring around the cornea
A white or grey ring around

the cornea is often linked to
high cholesterol and an in-
creased risk of heart disease. It
can also reveal alcoholism and
is sometimes seen in the eyes
of older people, which is why
the medical name given to it is
arcus senilis.

Fatty lump
Sometimes the most alarm-

ing features that can appear on
the eyes are actually the most
benign and easy to treat. A yel-
lowish fatty lump that can ap-
pear on the white of the eye is a
pinguecula (pronounced pin-
GWEK-you-la), a small deposit
of fat and protein that may be
easily remedied by eye drops or
removed by a simple operation.

A pterygium (pronounced
tur-RIDGE-ium) that appears
as a pinkish growth over the
white of the eye is not a danger
to sight until it starts to grow
over the cornea (the coloured
part of the eye).

Fortunately, pterygia grow
very slowly. As with pinguecu-
la, it can easily be removed.
Indeed, it should be removed

well before it reaches the
cornea. If allowed to keep
growing, the pterygium will
form an opaque film over the
cornea that will obstruct vi-
sion. One of the major causal
factors for both pinguecula and
pterygium is believed to be
chronic exposure to ultraviolet
light from the Sun.

Bulging eyes
Bulging eyes can be part of a

normal facial feature, but
when eyes that were not previ-
ously bulging start to protrude
forward, the most obvious
cause is a problem with the
thyroid gland and needs med-
ical attention. A single eye that
is bulging can be caused by an
injury, infection or, more
rarely, a tumour behind the
eye.
Swollen or twitching eyelids

The eyelids can also indicate
many diseases. These are most-
ly related to minor conditions
of the glands in the eyelids. A
common condition is the stye
or chalazion, which appears as
a red lump on the upper and,
less often, lower eyelid and is
caused by a blocked oil gland.
A stye generally disappears on
its own or with warm com-
presses. If it persists, it needs
to be removed with a simple
procedure.

A twitching eyelid (ocular
myokymia) can be an irrita-
tion, even an embarrassment,
and often feels far worse than it
looks. In most cases, it is per-
fectly harmless and can be
linked to stress, nutrient im-
balance or consuming too
much caffeine.

Writer is Professor and
Deputy Dean, Research and
Innovation, Anglia Ruskin

University
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Mind your business 
The ongoing IPL which is

considered as the best event
T20 tournament being
played among the best
cricketers of the globe, ex-
cluding the cricketers from
Pakistan, has produced
many raw talents which no
doubt has benefited Indian
cricket. One of them is
Umran Malik from JK, the
tear wayright-handed pacer
who is bowling around 155
kmph to unsettle the best
batsmen. Previously India
was badly lacking a genuine
pacer, the problem now
seems to have a solution.
The said young pacer needs
attention. We have now a
battery of genuine pacers
apart from Umran Mallik
who can make any batsmen
smell the leather. Also Read
- Gunotsav: An evaluation
of Government schools
Very amusingly two very
controversial MPs from
Congress with diabolic past
records have already start-
ed demanding the immedi-
ate inclusion of the young
pacer into the national team
due to reasons best known
to all bonafide Indians.

Dr Ashim Chowdhury,
via email

Weight of school bags 
To carry a weight more

than 15 kg on the back of a
school student is a serious
matter. A student has to do
the same the whole week,
except on holidays. It is a
great burden for the chil-
dren which may cause
great harm to their back-
bone. The Directorate of
Education has issued a cir-
cular asking schools to fol-
low the new 'School Bag
Policy, 2020' released by the
National Council of
Educational Research and
Training (NCERT) which
states that the weight of
the school bags, as per the
policy, should be 1.6 to 2.2
kg for students of Classes I
and II, 1.7 to 2.5 kg for
Classes III, IV and V, 2 to 3
kg for Classes VI and VII,
2.5 to 4 kg for Class VIII, 2.5
to 4.5 kg for Classes IX and
X and 3.5 to 5 kg for Classes
XI and XII. It should be the
duty of the school authori-
ties to take measures to
manage the weight load of
their students according to
the specified guidelines.
Watching my grandchild
who is in class VI, carrying
such a load on her back day
after day at such a tender
age is unwatchable as the
weight load she has to bear
is tiring her out and she
gets exhausted, leaving lit-
tle energy for other activi-
ties. Through your es-
teemed daily I would like to
request the authorities to
look into this neglected but
very important matter and
relieve the students from
the burden of their heavy
school bags as soon as pos-
sible.

Ajit Das Mankachar,
via mail

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

WHAT THEY TWEET!

AAaakkaasshh  CChhoopprraa
@@ccrriicckkeettaaaakkaasshh

Gujarat Titans. Take a bow
I must admit that I didn’t
see them
qualifying…couldn’t be
happier to be proved
wrong. Upwards and
onwards. Won’t be sur-
prised if both newcomers
meet again on the 29th.
But then…what do I know 

SShhaasshhii  TThhaarroooorr@@SShhaasshhiiTThhaarroooorr

Agree. I’ve lived in Singapore three years
& been hugely impressed by their relent-
less efforts to prevent any communal
friction, which has helped them focus on
development and growth. There’s a les-
son there for all of us that some in our
country are trying to get us to unlearn.

HHaarrsshh  GGooeennkkaa@@hhvvggooeennkkaa

I asked Swami Harshanand “Swami,
please explain to me the role of HR
in the corporate context?”He
thought for a while and answered
“HR is the unofficial lawyer, psychia-
trist, event organizer, teacher, con-
flict solver, career planner, detec-
tive and distributor of peanuts.”

MMaahheesshh  BBaabbuu
@@uurrssttrruullyyMMaahheesshh

Humbled and honoured to
be starring on the cover of
#ThePeacockMagazine.
The shoot and the overall
experience was so much
fun! Thank you  @falguni-
peacock and @shanepea-
cock. Here’s to many more! 

NNDDTTVV  NNeewwss  ffeeeedd@@nnddttvvffeeeedd

Vice President Releases Book On PM Modi, Says He's A "Phenomenon" https://ndtv.com/india-
news/vice-president-venkaiah-naidu-releases-book-on-pm-modi-modi-20-dreams-meeting-delivery-
2965160

DDrr..TTaannuu  JJaaiinn@@DDrrTTaannuuJJaaiinn11

If you want to be a leader and win
this game of life.... Wake up even
if you don't want to, stand up even
if legs hurt for sometime, run even
if lane is crowded...do what is
ought to be done... Go get what
you deserve 

T he latest official data on India’s merchandise trade for April gave
reasons for cheer at first glance as exports rose by 24.22 per cent

to a monthly record high of USD 38.19 billion. But, the joy soon faded as
the data also revealed that the trade deficit widened to over USD 20 bil-
lion against USD 15.29 billion in the year-ago period. Exports rose on ac-
count of healthy performance by sectors like petroleum products, elec-
tronic goods and chemicals. At the same time, imports during the month
under review grew by 26.55 per cent to USD 58.26 billion. Oil imports
during the month rose by 81.21 per cent to USD 19.5 billion. Coal, Coke
and Briquettes imports jumped to USD 4.8 billion as against USD 2 billion
in April 2021. Gold imports, however, dipped to USD 1.68 billion during
the month under review from USD 6.23 billion in April 2021. Engineering
goods exports increased by 15.38 per cent to USD 9.2 billion while petro-
leum products exports soared 113.21 per cent to USD 7.73 billion.
However, gems and jewellery exports dipped by 2.11 per cent to USD 3.3
billion. It is elementary economics that widening trade deficit puts more
pressure on the rupee and aids growth-retarding inflation. Policymakers
can ill afford to let their guard down on trade imbalances. 

Emerging from a record export performance during the just-con-
cluded financial year, outward shipments for the month rose 24.2%
from a year earlier, with electronics and chemicals showing healthy ex-
pansion, while petroleum products more than doubled. However, im-
ports continued to outpace exports, growing by 26.6% to broaden the
goods trade deficit, which widened to $20.07 billion from $18.5 billion
in March. The trade deficit — the extent to which the import bill ex-
ceeds export receipts — worryingly breached $200 billion for a rolling
12-month period for the first time in April, impacted predominantly by
petroleum imports of $172 billion. Global crude oil prices have surged
by more than 40% in 2022 in the wake of Russia’s war on Ukraine,
swelling the import bill. The early onset of summer, with a searing
heatwave, has bolstered power demand, setting the pace for coal im-
ports, which grew 136% last month, notwithstanding record output by
key domestic supplier Coal India. Monitoring the trade deficit is crucial
as this has a direct bearing on the current account deficit (CAD).
Disconcertingly, foreign direct investment, which typically helps bridge
the CAD, has seen moderation. And, the wider the CAD, the greater the
downward pressure on the rupee, which has already weakened consid-
erably since the conflict in eastern Europe began in February. A weaker
rupee, in turn, makes imports costlier, potentially widening the trade
deficit, and thus triggering a vicious cycle.

Widening trade deficit
eclipses record export

T he US withdrawal from Afghanistan was a geopolitical water-
shed. Its shockwaves continue to reverberate and are magnified

by the wars in Ukraine and Yemen. Coupled with the Russian invasion
of Ukraine, the US withdrawal removed a major obstacle to Iranian pro-
jection in Central Asia and created an opportunity for Iran to potential-
ly enhance its influence, increase trade, and expand security coopera-
tion in Central Asia. Moreover, the withdrawal worked in Iran’s favour
by putting one more nail in the coffin of an almost 80-year-old alliance
between the United States and Iran’s arch-rival, Saudi Arabia. Already
angry at US President Joe Biden’s refusal to deal directly with Crown
Prince Mohammed bin Salman because of the 2018 Saudi killing of
journalist Jamal Khashoggi, Saudi Arabia saw the bungled withdrawal,
along with the US failure to respond robustly to attacks on critical Gulf
state infrastructure by Iran and Iranian-backed Houthi rebels in Yemen
as further evidence of America’s increasing unreliability as a security
guarantor. Last month’s revival of security talks between Iran and
Saudi Arabia highlighted the arc that links the Ukrainian and Yemeni
wars with the withdrawal. Saudi Arabia is groping for an exit from an
eight-year-long war in Yemen that has cost it significant reputational
damage and raised questions about its military capabilities. The talks
with Iran broke off shortly after the US withdrawal. However, they
were revived as Russia struggled to achieve some semblance of victory
in Ukraine. The timing highlighted that Iran's options might be less cur-
tailed by the Afghanistan, Ukraine, and Yemen wars than those of other
regional players. Ukraine has taken Russia out of the equation as a pos-
sible guarantor of security or an alternative to the United States as an
arms supplier for Saudi Arabia and other Gulf states. That leaves Saudi
Arabia worried about its ability to protect itself despite increased mili-
tary prowess and an armoury filled with some of the world's most so-
phisticated weaponry, with no good options. The kingdom may be
looking at China but is likely to discover that it is looking at a power
that still lacks the capability and the will to replace the United States
and would likely extract a higher price for offering to guarantee region-
al security. Few would argue that the scenes of tens of thousands at
Kabul airport trying to flee Afghanistan as American troops withdrew
inspired confidence in US protection. 

The ability of the United States and Europe to bolster Ukrainian re-
sistance will likely have mitigated to some degree the impact of the
dramatic pictures from Kabul. At the same time, Gulf states, if at-
tacked, may not have the wherewithal of the Ukrainians if the 1990
Iraqi invasion of Kuwait is anything to go by. That drives home the Gulf
states' dependence on a third-party security guarantor in the absence
of confidence-inspiring multilateral, regional arrangements. Kuwaitis
largely fled their country at the time while a US-led coalition forced
Iraq to withdraw. In the wake of Ukraine, Russia is too preoccupied to
take on other major military commitments, and China would not en-
tertain the idea. That leaves the US for the foreseeable as the Gulf
states’ only alternative. Viewed from Tehran, the post-US withdrawal
world is a different world in which the United States has been hum-
bled and removed from one of its borders. It is a world where the
Taliban-governed Afghanistan is a more immediate problem for Iran
than the Gulf states. In recent days, Iran has reportedly moved addi-
tional military forces, including the army’s 88th armoured division, to
its border with Afghanistan amid rising tensions with the Taliban.
Iranian officials say border guards have acted with “restraint” in the
face of alleged provocative actions by Taliban forces. The troops were
ordered to the border after Pakistani militants, based in eastern
Afghanistan, stepped up their attacks inside Pakistan. Last month,
two Pakistani airstrikes in eastern Afghanistan killed at least 40 peo-
ple, including some civilians. The United Nations said that 20 children
were among the dead. The strikes occurred against areas believed to
have been from where militants had killed seven soldiers in Pakistan.
Pakistan hasn't confirmed the airstrikes and declined to comment on
the civilian deaths but said earlier that "terrorists were using Afghan
soil with impunity to carry out activities inside Pakistan." Anti-Iranian
protests in Herat and Kabul and the stabbing by an Afghan national of
three clerics in Iran also fuelled tensions between the two countries.
The incidents cast a shadow over Iranian efforts to capitalise on the
fallout in Central Asia of the Russian invasion of Ukraine. The Taliban's
acting minister for refugees and repatriations, Khalilurahman
Haqqani, is expected to visit Tehran in the coming days in an effort to
reduce tensions. “Yemen and Ukraine are not major headaches for
Iran. Afghanistan is,” said an Arab diplomat.

Ukraine joins Afghanistan 
in shaping Gulf rivalries
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A woman steers a boat during the morning school run at Dal Lake in Srinagar on Wednesday.

What your eyes reveal about your health

DDrr  HHaarrsshh  VVaarrddhhaann@@ddrrhhaarrsshhvvaarrddhhaann

On this #NationalScienceDay, I
salute the dedication and persever-
ance of our scientists.This Day marks
the success of Pokhran Nuclear
tests,which helped India stand along
with Nuclear powers. Best wishes to
all the Innovators, Entrepreneurs and
Scientists for future endeavors.

BARBARA PIERSCIONEK

IT IS SCHOOL TIME
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BRIEF

Lower TDS 

New Delhi: The cryp-
to industry has urged
the government to re-
duce the TDS on pay-
ments towards gains
arising from trading
in cryptocurrencies to
0.01 or 0.05 per cent,
from the proposed 1
per cent, saying it will
hurt retail traders.
CoinDCX CEO and Co-
Founder Sumit Gupta
said 30 per cent tax on
income from cryp-
tocurrencies is on the
higher side and should
be reduced. "At the in-
dustry (level), we are
engaging with the gov-
ernment and have sub-
mitted a presentation
on how 30 per cent tax
and more than that, 1
per cent TDS is detri-
mental to the growth
of the industry.

Coal output 
New Delhi: The gov-
ernment on Tuesday
said the country's coal
output rose 29 per cent
to 66.58 million tonnes
(MT) in April. This
comes at a time when
the country is witness-
ing a power crisis on
account of various
factors, including
shortages of the dry
fuel. The country's
coal output in April
2021 stood at 51.62 MT,
as per provisional sta-
tistics of the Ministry
of Coal. The ministry
in a statement said
dispatch of coal to
power utilities grew
18.15 per cent to 61.81
MT during April 2022,
compared to 52.32 MT
in April 2020.

Vehicle scrapping

Nuh (Haryana):
Road transport and
highways minister
Nitin Gadkari on
Tuesday inaugurat-
ed a vehicle scrap-
ping facility in Nuh
district of Haryana.
The minister said
that the automobile
scrapping policy
brought by the
Union government
will reduce pollu-
tion, while increas-
ing the production
capacity in the sec-
tor at lower cost.
Gadkari was speak-
ing at the inaugura-
tion of the vehicle
scrapping facility at
Fatehpur village in
Nuh district, a state
government state-
ment said.

LED projector 
Chennai: IT periph-
erals, lifestyle acces-
sories and consumer
electronics brand
Zebronics has un-
veiled an LED pro-
jector dubbed ZEB-
PixaPlay 11, offering
a theatre like experi-
ence to customers at
home, the city-based
company said on
Wednesday. The ZEB-
PixaPlay 11 LED pro-
jector, priced at Rs
6,299, can project a
large screen upto 381
cms in size with vi-
suals elevating the
viewing experience,
it said in a state-
ment.

New Delhi, May 11:  

India Inc must think out-
side the regime of incen-
tives and subsidies and im-
prove its competitiveness
and productivity while
ramping up R&D expendi-
ture for being future ready,
CII President T V
Narendran said on
Wednesday. Speaking at
'Being Future Ready
Business Summit 2022', the
CII President observed that
a responsible and con-
scious industry must think
beyond its own priorities to
drive positive change for
the nation.

He pointed out that recal-
ibration of global supply
chains presents an oppor-
tunity for the industry to
embed itself more firmly in
the international arena and
expand its global footprint.

"We must move away from
a risk-averse culture to a
mindset that proactively
explores all markets and all
sectors. The many new free
trade agreements being
signed with our key market
partners open up immense
opportunities for our inter-
national engagement and
we must support and lever-
age these to the optimum,"
Narendran said. He called
upon the industry to shift

the focus on building com-
petitiveness through work-
force skilling, innovation,
quality and sustainability.
"It is absolutely essential
for industry to ramp up
R&D expenditure for being
future ready. The Indian in-
dustry's share in total R&D
spend in India is 37 per
cent, as against 80 per cent
in South Korea and 77 per
cent in China. Further, in-
dustry collaboration with
academia and research in-
stitutions on R&D is criti-
cal," the CII President said.
CII President Designate
Sanjiv Bajaj spoke at length
on how the industry must
prepare for 'India@100',
when the country com-
pletes a century of its
Independence from British
Rule in 2047, and said an
important area that will de-
fine the future of the indus-

try is its engagement with
the needs of society and the
community. He said the dig-
ital revolution, including
fintech, e-commerce, etc is
creating immense opportu-
nities for the Indian indus-
try which would make it fu-
ture ready to cater to com-
munity needs, and all this
will be an integral part of
the India@100 agenda. CII
Vice President Pawan
Munjal spoke on the issue
of sustainability and the
role of industry in reduc-
ing the carbon footprint.

He said the industry has
played a significant role in
promoting renewable ener-
gy and energy efficiency.
Immense opportunities are
being created in new indus-
tries viz. green mobility, re-
newable energy, circular
economy and green hydro-
gen.

India Inc must think outside of
sops, subsidies and boost

competitiveness: Narendran

New Delhi, May 11: 

Civil Aviation Minister
Jyotiraditya Scindia on
Wednesday said existing
fare caps act as a protector
for air travellers as well as
airlines and indicated that
doing away with the curbs
could be looked at once the
environment stabilises in
terms of passenger traffic
and jet fuel prices.
Domestic air passenger
traffic has almost recov-
ered to pre-COVID levels
and has been crossing the
4 lakh-mark on some days
in recent times. However,
jet fuel prices are at a high
level and many states have
reduced the taxes levied
on the fuel. Interacting
with reporters here,
Scindia said fare capping,
which is done on a rolling
basis, protects passengers
from being charged exor-
bitant fares.

"I still have an environ-
ment where ATF prices
are still very high, I want
to protect the passengers
and also the airlines... I
have to ensure that the en-
vironment is stable and I
need multiple airlines to
proliferate in my country
and then I need to create
that arena where multiple
airlines can operate," he
said. At present, fare cap-
ping is applicable on a
rolling basis for a 15-day

cycle, and the situation is
monitored by the civil avi-
ation ministry.
Emphasising that the civil
aviation space is on the
path of stabilisation after
being impacted by the
coronvairus pandemic, the
minister said it can be con-
sidered fine once the pas-
senger traffic is stable for a
quarter and also the ATF
(aviation turbine fuel)
price should come down so
that airlines are healthy.
"Fare cap is a protector on
both sides, on the upper
side and the lower side... as
soon as that (stable) period
comes into place... I have
the least desire to interfere
and I need to create a nice
feel so that you guys (in-
dustry) can play," Scindia
said.

He also asserted that
his role is to be a facilita-
tor and also ensure that
entities play by the rules.

New Delhi, May 11: 

Online skill-based gam-
ing industry has made a
case for retaining the serv-
ice under 18 per cent GST
slab instead of putting it
into the highest 28 per cent
tax rate category, saying
the move will badly hit the
USD 2.2-billion sector. The
increase in taxation would
not only have catastrophic
impact on the industry but
also encourage offshore
operators who would cir-
cumvent Indian tax juris-
diction by hosting games
in some other country,
Games24x7 Co-CEO
Trivikraman Thampy
said. "It would be a triple
whammy -- the industry
loses out, the government
loses out on tax revenue
and players loses out as
they would be exposed to
unscrupulous operators,"
he said. An association of
online skill-based gaming
platforms has made repre-
sentation before the au-
thorities for retaining
Goods and Services Tax

(GST) at the current level
for the industry which has
400 players employing
about 45,000 people. Online
games of skills include e-
sports, fantasy games,
rummy and poker or
chess. Such games are ei-
ther free to participate or
involve real money in the
form of platform fees. The
issue has gained traction
as the GST Council in its
next meeting may take a
call on hiking rate on on
casino, race course and on-
line gaming services to 28
per cent as suggested by a
panel of state finance min-
isters. However, the agen-
da for the meeting is yet to
be finalised. A decision on
whether the tax should be
levied on gross or net valu-
ation would be taken after
further deliberations at
the officer level. At pres-
ent, services of casino,
horse racing and online
gaming attract 18 per cent
GST. The government had
in May last year set up a
panel of state ministers
for better valuation of

services of casinos, online
gaming portals and race
courses for levying GST.

Online gaming industry
is directly linked to the
growth of several other
sectors such as semicon-
ductor, banking, payment
gateway, telecom, fintech,
sports and entertainment.
According to Thampy,
GST is currently charged
on platform fee, termed as
Gross Gaming Revenue
(GGR), rather than on the
entire amount pooled in
for a game.

"International best prac-
tices also highlight the op-
timal taxing bracket for
the online gaming indus-
try between 15 and 20 per
cent. Our current GST
rate at 18 per cent is in line
with best practices and re-
duces the incidence of ille-
gitimate operators," he
said. Online games of
skills are inherently differ-
ent from games of chance,
and that the skill-based
gaming industry does not
constitute to gambling or
lottery, he added.

Online gaming industry pitches
for retaining 18 pc GST

Existing fare caps act as protector
for passengers, airlines: Scindia

Bengaluru, May 11: 

The BMW Motorrad is
seeing robust de-
mand which can
be attributed to
changing cus-
tomer mindset
after the Covid-19
pandemic, BMW
Group India presi-
dent Vikram
Pawah said on
Wednesday. On a positive
note, I can say that the de-
mand after COVID is quite
robust all of sudden, espe-
cially in the premium seg-
ment. That's a good sign
and it's an after-effect of
COVID. The human per-
spective, mindset and be-
haviour have changed,
Pawah told PTI at the
launch of second BMW
Motorrad dealership JSP
Motorrad at Koramangala
here. Pawah said when he

spoke to customers, he no-
ticed a lot of change in
their thinking. Earlier

they were quite
c o n s e r v a t i v e .
After COVID, peo-
ple realised that
they need to think
of other things as
well. They think
they need to be a
little more adven-
turous, a little

more exploratory, he said.
People who had not

thought of premium car
earlier have suddenly
started thinking. If we can
survive COVID, why
should we not live proper-
ly, Pawah added.
According to him, in the
last four years, BMW sold
13,000 bikes, of which 5,074
bikes were sold in the cal-
endar year of 2021 alone,
which was a growth of 102
per cent over 2020.

Demand for BMW Motorrad
robust due to COVID 

‘after-effect’: Vikram Pawah New Delhi, May 11: 

Consumer electronics
major Samsung on
Tuesday launched its
range of artificial intelli-
gence-enabled bilingual AI
EcoBubble fully automatic
front load washing ma-
chines in India. The 2022
line up of 40 models comes
with intelligent features
such as AI wash, air wash
technology and super
speed cycle, Samsung said
in a statement. "AI
EcoBubble is India's first
washing machine that
learns user behaviour and
suggests the most pre-
ferred wash cycle, provid-
ing ease of use by eliminat-
ing the need to juggle
through multiple options,"
said Samsung.

This smart Internet of
Things (IoT)-enabled wash-
ing machine line up can be
connected with Samsung
smart devices such as

Galaxy smartphones,
Samsung smart TVs and
family hub refrigerators as
well as voice devices such
as Alexa and Google Home,
it added. "When connected
with the Samsung
SmartThings App, AI
EcoBubble washing ma-
chines provide best wash
options basis 2.8 million
big data points," it said.

Its AI wash uses sensors
to sense the laundry's
weight and level of soiling
and optimises the amount
of water, detergent and
rinsing time, using ma-
chine learning, it added.
While its air wash technol-
ogy deodorises and sani-
ties clothes without wash-
ing them with water. On
the other hand, super
speed cycle reduces laun-
dry time drastically by
shortening the rinsing
time using speed spray and
accelerating spin speed to
quickly spin-dry clothes.

Samsung launches AI-enabled
washing machine range

MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT

Officials of Assam government and Tata Technologies Ltd sign a Memorandum of Agreement (MoA) for the

up-gradation of all the technical institutes as centres of excellence in presence of Assam Chief Minister

Himanta Biswa Sarma, in Guwahati on Wednesday.

Mumbai, May 11: 

Axis Bank, India’s third-
largest private sector bank
announced its Q4FY22 and
annual results today, report-
ing quarterly net profit of
Rs. 4,118 crores, up 54% YoY
and 14% QoQ, as compared
to profit of Rs. 2,677 crores
in Q4FY21. The Bank’s Net
Interest Income (NII) grew
17% YoY to Rs. 8,819 crores
in Q4FY22 and Rs. 7,555
crores in Q4FY21. Its Net
Interest Margin (NIM) for
Q4FY22 stood at 3.49%.
CASA deposits grew by 16%
YoY and 7% QoQ, whereas
CASA ratio stood at 45%.
The bank’s operating rev-
enue reflects an 18% YoY
growth from Rs. 11,096
crores in Q4FY21 to Rs.

13,042 in Q4FY22. As on 31st
March 2022, the Bank’s re-
ported Gross NPA and Net
NPA levels were 2.82% and
0.73% respectively as
against 3.17% and 0.91% as
on 31st December 2021. The
Bank’s Fee income grew by
11% YoY and 12% QoQ to
Rs. 3,758 crores. Retail fees
grew 14% YoY and 14%
QoQ; and constituted 66% of
the Bank's total fee income.
The bank’s overall capital
adequacy ratio (CAR) stood
at 18.54% with CET 1 ratio
of 15.24%. The Bank’s do-
mestic subsidiaries deliv-
ered strong performance
with combined FY22 PAT of
Rs. 1,195 crores, up 44% YoY,
and contributing 80bps to
consolidated ROE (annu-
alised) of 16.67%.

Axis Bank reports FY22 PAT of
Rs 13,025 crores, up 98% YOY

Mumbai, May 11: 

With the opening of
schools and resuming of
offline classes, Amazon.in
announced the launch of
‘Back to school' store – a
one stop destination to
simplify the shopping
needs of children. The spe-
cially curated store offers
deals on a wide range of
products across study es-
sentials like stationery,
laptops, tablets, mobile
phones, PCs, headsets &
speakers, printers,
Amazon devices, home
furnishing among others
to help parents, teachers
and students with school
supplies and to create an
effective learning and pro-
ductive environment. The

offers and deals will be
available till  June 12th,
2022.

Popular products cus-
tomers can choose from
the ‘Back to school’ store
on Amazon.in. All offers
& deals are from partici-
pating sellers.

Make learning at home
easy HONOR MagicBook
X 15, Intel Core i3 Anti-
Glare Thin and Light
Laptop  is available for
starting at Rs 37,990 on
Amazon.in, Lenovo Tab
M10 FHD Plus Tablet,
Platinum Grey is available
for starting Rs 19,490 on
Amazon.in, Airtel AMF-
311WW Data Card (Black),
4g Hotspot Support with
2300 Mah Battery  is avail-
able at 2,129.

Amazon.in launches

‘Back to School’ store
Mumbai, May 11:  

Despite an increase in
property prices as wells as
the interest rates on loans,
demand for housing is ex-
pected to stay firm, a do-
mestic rating agency said
on Tuesday. The housing
demand in the top six cities
is expected to grow by 5-10
per cent, the report by
Crisil Ratings said, adding
that the increase will be
visible despite a high base.

The agency estimated
that housing demand rose
by 33-38 per cent in FY22,
surpassing pre-Covid-19
levels. The high growth
was recorded on a low base
of FY21, when demand had
fallen by up to one-fourth,
it said. Affordability had

started declining from the
second half of FY22, after
improving up to 20 per cent
between fiscals 2016 and
2021 and the second half of
FY22, it said.

According to the report,
higher capital values, in-
terest rates, reinstatement
of stamp duty and the
high-base effect were
major headwinds for the
sector. "We expect residen-
tial real estate prices to rise
6-10 per cent across the top
six cities this fiscal due to a

steep rise in material costs
and relatively favourable
demand-supply dynamics,
especially for established
developers," said Aniket
Dani, director, Crisil
Ratings. Inventory levels in
majority of the top six
cities are at a comfortable
2-4 years as against 3-5.5
years before the COVID-19
pandemic, it said, adding
that the correction hap-
pened because of fewer
launches in the past two
years owing to the pandem-
ic, and slower sales mo-
mentum. Large realtors
have continued to gain
market share, cornering
24-25 per cent of the market
by March 2022, compared
with the pre-pandemic
level of 18 per cent.

Housing demand to stay firm despite
rise in prices and interest rates: Report

New Delhi, May 11: 

Innovations of today will
be the lifestyle of the fu-
ture, Minister of State for
Health Bharati Pravin
Pawar said on Tuesday, as-
serting that the govern-
ment is committed to mak-
ing India a leading global
innovation economy.
Pawar launched the Atal
Innovation Mission-
PRIME (Program for
Researchers for
Innovation, Market
Readiness and
E n t e r p r e n e u r s h i p )
Playbook and Start-up
showcase at Dr Ambedkar
International Centre here
on Tuesday, a health min-
istry statement said.
Speaking on the occasion,
Pawar said the govern-

ment recognized "out-of-
the-box thinking" and initi-
ated the Make-in-India pro-
gram that has boosted
health and medical tech-
nology sectors.

"In the coming decade,
India is poised to be a major
exporter of health care
products including medical
devices, diagnostics, pro-

tein-based biologics, tradi-
tional medicine etc. If we
are to create a sustainable
circle of research-based in-
novation and wealth cre-
ation, we need to master
technology commercializa-
tion," she said.

In this context, the AIM
PRIME program will serve
an important purpose of
creating strong indigenous
manufacturing capabili-
ties in all critical sectors,
she added. Congratulating
NITI Aayog for this initia-
tive, Pawar stated that the
innovations of today will
be the lifestyle of the fu-
ture. "We have always been
innovative in our ap-
proach since ancient
times. India gave the world
Ayurveda, Yoga and also
the concept of zero.

Govt committed to making India a leading
innovation economy: MoS Health

New Delhi, May 11: 

State-owned Bank of Baroda
(BoB) on Tuesday announced
an increase in its lending rate
by up to 10 basis points (0.1
per cent), joining its peers that
have raised rates after the sur-
prise tightening of monetary
policy by the RBI last week.
The bank has hiked the margin-
al cost of funds based lending
rate (MCLR) by up to 0.1 per
cent on various tenures effec-
tive May 12, BoB said in a regu-
latory filing. The 1-year MCLR -
- the rate to which a majority
of consumer loans are linked --
has been revised to 7.40 per
cent from 7.35 per cent, an
increase of 5 basis points.
Similarly, MCLR for three-
month and six-month tenures
has been increased by 5 basis
points to 7.15 per cent and 7.25
per cent, respectively. 

BoB hikes lending
rate by up to 10 bps

Manushi Chhillar calls ‘Prithviraj’
dream-come-true debut

A
ctress and former Miss World Manushi
Chhillar, who is gearing up for her debut film
'Prithviraj', has called her role of Princess

Sanyogita a 'dream-come-true debut' as she got to work
with a superstar like Akshay Kumar and a director
like Chandraprakash Dwivedim who worked on the
script for 18 years.

Thrilled with the response to the recently launched
trailer of the film, the debutante said, "It is amazing

that people are appreciating my performance from
what they have seen and experienced in the
'Prithviraj' trailer. This is a dream come true of
a debut for me and I'm hugely grateful that I'm
getting to bring Princess Sanyogita's life come
alive on the big screen." "A debut like this, op-
posite one of the biggest superstars of the
country like Akshay Kumar, is a lot of respon-
sibility and I think I have given my everything
to ensure that I play this role with utmost sin-
cerity and dedication. So, the reaction of the au-

dience that I'm getting today is humbling", she
added. 'Prithviraj' is based on the book 'Prithviraj

Raso', which documents the life and valour of the
fearless Rajput king Prithviraj Chauhan. Akshay is

essaying the role of the leg-
endary warrior who fought

valiantly to protect India
from the merciless invader
Muhammad of Ghor.

The film is Yash Raj Films'
first historical film. Manushi

further said, "My phone is
buzzing with positivity from peo-

ple on social media and my forever
supportive fans. It's a hugely happy mo-
ment of my career and I'm cherishing
this thoroughly." 'Prithviraj', a trilin-
gual film, is set to release on June 3 in

Hindi, Tamil and Telugu.

Mahesh Babu wants to see
wife Namrata on Twitter 

M
ahesh Babu is pro-
moting his new
film 'Sarkaru

Vaari Pata' and he took
part in a viral Twitter
#Whatshappening trend,
which saw him answer
some of the most frequent-
ly asked questions on the

microblogging site.
As the team put for-

ward some light-
hearted Twitter
questionnaires,
including who he

would like to follow on the
platform, Mahesh's in-
stant answer was that he
would want to see his wife
Namrata Shirodkar on
Twitter, so he could follow
her. Mahesh Babu also
spoke about his most fa-
mous blockbuster movie
'Okkadu', as he also calls
himself 'Calm and fo-
cused'.

Mahesh says that fans
will have a blast in the the-
atres when asked how he

would describe the upcom-
ing commercial drama
'SVP' in a tweet.

This is the first time the
Telugu star has gone to
such lengths to promote a
film, as he is typically an
introverted actor who sim-
ply does his job and disap-
pears.

'Sarkaru Vaari Paata'
stars Mahesh and Keerthy
Suresh as the lead pair,
and is slated for release on
May 12.

Double Celebration for ‘Bhabiji Ghar Par Hai’ 

I
t was a double celebra-
tion for &TV’s cult-
comedy show Bhabiji

Ghar Par Hai! The show
completed not only the
1800-episode milestone but
also its producer Sanjay
Kohli was honoured by the

World Book of Records,
London, for their match-
less contribution to pro-
ducing an entertaining
comedy serial with great
humour. The epic comedy
show continues to enter-
tain its audience with its

rib-tickling characters
and tracks, and these two
milestones are a testament
to the show’s immense
popularity. Speaking on
World Book of Records,
Producer Sanjay Kohli,
Producer at Edit II

Productions, rightfully
called "The King of
Comedy", said, _“I am
thankful to the World
Book of Records, London,
for honouring me for con-
tributing to the
Entertainment Industry. I
dedicate this recognition
to my entire Edit II team &
all who have contributed
to our journey. My
beloved team and I are
deeply grateful for this
recognition and delighted
to be able to bring great
happiness & laughter into
our audiences’ lives
through the medium of
our show, Bhabiji Ghar
Par Hai. The show enjoys a
cult status and continues
to be the audience’s ab-
solute favourite for years.
Every day is a celebration
for a show that brings hap-
piness & smiles to every-
one’s lives with exception-

al comedy content. But mo-
ments like these are ex-
tremely special as it reaf-
firms our belief in doing
something so right and
entertaining our audi-
ence like no other. I feel
proud and give all the
credit to the entire
cast and crew of Edit
II and &TV for
working hard every
day to make our
show one of the
best comedy
shows on Indian
television. I thank
our beloved audi-
ence for appreciat-
ing & loving us.”

C o n t i n u e
watching your
favourite cult-com-
edy show &TV’s
Bhabiji Ghar Par
Hai at 10:30 PM, air-
ing every Monday to
Friday!

B
ollyw-
o o d
a c -

tress Vidya Balan's next
movie, suspense thriller ti-

tled 'Neeyat', went on floors in
the U.K. on Tuesday.
The film, an Amazon Prime

Video co-production with
Abundantia Entertainment,

will see Vidya reuniting
with her 'Shakuntala Devi'

director Anu Menon.
Billed as a nail-biter,

the official logline of
'Neeyat' reads:

"When guests start
dropping dead at ex-
iled billionaire
Ashish Kapoor's birth-
day getaway, detective
Mira Rao must unravel
devious motives as the sus-
pects are Kapoor's close
friends and family." 'Neeyat' is
directed by Anu Menon, who has
also co-written the story with
Advaita Kala and Girvani Dhyani.
The screenplay is by Menon,
Priya Venkataraman, Kala and
Dhyani, and the dialogues by
Kausar Munir.

The cast comprises
Ram Kapoor, Rahul
Bose, Mita Vasishth,

Neeraj Kabi, Shahana
Goswami, Amrita Puri,

Dipannita Sharma,
Shashank Arora,

Prajakta Koli and
Danesh Razvi.

ACROSS

1. Informal denial

5. Takes legal action

9. Croc's kin

14. Baking need

15. Unfasten

16. ____ Island

17. Peddle

18. Between 40 and 60 (hyph.)

20. Zodiac sign

22. Heavyweight Mike ____

23. Pack animal

24. Candy ____

26. "____, humbug!"

28. Type of staircase

30. "Alien Vs. ____"

35. Snakelike fish

36. Blinding light

38. Marry clandestinely

39. Shopping center

41. Beside

43. Metallic rocks

44. More frosty

46. Brought to a close

48. Explosive inits.

49. Grammatical unit

51. School playtime

53. Wind direction (abbr.)

54. Nobleman's title

55. One ____ time (2 wds.)

58. Breakfast bread

62. Gent (sl.)

65. Like a robot, e.g.

68. Radio part

69. Measuring device

70. Speed contest

71. Machu Picchu dweller

72. Beginning

73. Urban air pollution

74. Neckwear items

DOWN

1. Certain star

2. Completed

3. Common antibiotic

4. Make lovable

5. Addition result

6. Platoon

7. Water whirl

8. Repairs lawns

9. Small bomb

10. Eureka!

11. Roman garb

12. Poems of praise

13. Nail polish shades

19. Earring site

21. Obstacle

25. ____ Fitzgerald of jazz

27. Angelic symbol

28. Truckers' vehicles
29. Freedom from war
30. Apt
31. Rip apart
32. Meat-filled pasta
33. Uncovers
34.
37. Actor ____ Baldwin
40. Permits
42. Richard ____ of "Chicago"
45. Begin again
47. Hearing-impaired
50. Sign gas
52. Debit's opposite
55. Munitions, for short
56. Young adult
57. Behaves
59. Broadcasts
60. Sting
61. Mexican dish
63. Lingerie edging
64. Lamenting cry
66. Laughing sound
67. Limb
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News of a possible raise could come
your way today, Aquarius, possibly
through some enterprise that you've
been working on. You're feeling espe-
cially energetic, and therefore you
could well be tempted to take on more
than you usually would. This is fine,
but remember to pace yourself.

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

A group might invite you to participate in a
creative project of some kind today, Pisces.
Whatever you do is likely to be stimulating
and exciting. You'll want to channel a lot of
energy and enthusiasm into it. You could
find yourself thinking in terms of a partner-
ship, making plans to explore the possibility
further. This is a great day for socializing. If
you receive an invitation to go out, go!

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

You might be planning to host a social
event in your home tonight or perhaps in a
few days. It could have you doing a lot of
cleaning, rearranging, and beautifying
around the house. A friend might drop by
to lend a hand. You might also find yourself
planning an incredible menu. Don't work
too hard, Aries, or you might not have any
energy left for your family or guests!

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

Today you might want to spend time vis-
iting friends in your neighborhood,
Taurus. Small purchases might be neces-
sary, perhaps new clothes, perhaps
objects that improve or add beauty to
your home. You might have to squeeze a
few errands in between visits. 

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

A chance to earn a small amount of
money, perhaps by doing a little extra
work at home, could come your way
today, Gemini. You could hear about it
through a friend or colleague. A visitor
might come to your home, perhaps to
help with something that needs to be
done. 

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

Expect a lot of intellectual stimulation to
come your way today, Cancer. Important
news could come on the phone, necessi-
tating action on your part in order to bring
about a desired end. You might need to
spend time in the car, contacting others in
the neighborhood. The excitement of the
moment could have you feeling especially
optimistic, but take care to pace yourself. 

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

Your creative talents should be operat-
ing at an all-time high today, Leo. You
might be offered an opportunity to
earn some money putting them to use.
Your excitement and enthusiasm are
likely to ensure that you'll do the best
you possibly can and earn a lot of
approval from those around you. 

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Getting out and working with groups
could seem especially appealing
today, particularly groups involving
athletics or other physical activities.
This is an excellent day to go out for
team sports or attend a yoga, aero-
bics, or tai chi class. You could also
want to make a short trip out of town
with some friends. 

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

An exciting new project or opportunity
could be presented to you today, Libra.
It could involve a new love or at least a
new friend. Something you've been
working on for a long time could finally
come to fruition. It will stir your enthu-
siasm for moving on to the next project!
What are you waiting for?

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

Contact with friends who live or work far
away could bring a string of new opportu-
nities your way. You might also be thinking
of taking a trip, perhaps to another country
or by boat. An opportunity to attend a sem-
inar of some kind could present itself, pos-
sibly through friends. A lot is happening,
Scorpio, but try to stay focused. 

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

New investment possibilities could present
themselves to you today, Sagittarius. This
could involve an investment of time,
money, or other resources. You might also
consider an exciting new start of some
sort. Don't let yourself get so excited that
you move ahead before you consider all the
pros and cons. You might want to consult a
friend or your partner. 

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

An opportunity to travel with a partner or col-
league could come your way, perhaps for busi-
ness. Any travel planned or begun today is like-
ly to go well and bring you whatever results
you hope for. Whatever it is you're planning,
Capricorn, it should excite your enthusiasm
and optimism for your future success.
Business and personal relations with others
should be warm, cordial, and stimulating. 

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20

C R O S S WO R D 297

SOLUTION 296

HOROSCOPE THURSDAY MAY 12

Vidya Balan-starrer
‘Neeyat’ shoot 

commences in UK 

M
ika Singh shot
the Music video
for his upcoming

Star Bharat show
‘Swayamvar – Mika Di
Vohti’, in the scorching
heat of Chandigarh,
Punjab. To show his grat-
itude, Mika Singh or-
dered food for the entire
crew. He felt that a proper
reward for all their help
and hard work should be
delicious food. We bet
that with a heart of gold
like Mika Singh, it must
have been a family gath-
ering of sort for all the

crew, ‘Reel family’ to be
exact! 

Mika Singh recently
wrapped up the shoot of
the Music video for his
new show ‘Swayamvar –
Mika Di Vohti’ on Star
Bharat. Fans are waiting
with bated breath for the
release of his Music
video. There are so many
questions about the show,
will they be answered in
his Music video? 

One of the crew mem-
bers, when asked, gushed
over the Singer's attentive
nature, "It is so rare to see

such a down to earth per-
son nowadays. After
meeting Mika SinghJi,
we all had a good time on
the set with everyone and
enjoyed good food with
them. I believe that peo-
ple should be more atten-
tive like Mika Paaji!

We are waiting with
bated breath for the
launch so, keep a lookout
for Mika Singh’s special
promo and the launch of
the show ‘Swayamvar –
Mika Di Vohti’, on the
19th of June, only on Star
Bharat!

Mika orders food for

the entire crew
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Wankede, May 11, (PTI):

Their IPL play-off hopes
hanging by a thread,
Chennai Super Kings will
face their fiercest rivals, a
down and out Mumbai
Indians, in their bid to stay
afloat in the competition,
in Mumbai, on Thursday.

This has been a season
to forget for both Mumbai
and CSK. While Mumbai
will be playing for pride,
CSK still have an outside
chance to progress if they
win their remaining
games and other results go
their way. CSK will be
eliminated if they lose to
Mumbai Indians at the
Wankhede Stadium.

The M S Dhoni-led side
would take confidence
from their 91-run win over
Delhi Capitals in their last
outing and hope the bat-
ters build on their bril-
liant showing.

Opener Devon Conway
is in sublime form and has
hit three back-to-back half
centuries. He tore apart
the Delhi Capitals attack
with his whirlwind 87 and
would need to provide an
aggressive start with fel-
low opener Ruturaj
Gaikwad, who too has
found form but can be
more consistent.

Last time when the two
sides met, a vintage
Dhoni, 'the best finisher'
sealed the game on the last

ball of the game. CSK
bowlers were right on the
money when they bundled
DC for 117. Tweaker
Moeen Ali picked three
wickets, while young pac-
ers Mukesh Choudhary
and Simarjeet Singh also
fared well. The trio will
need to once again deliver
along with key spinner
Maheesh Theekshana,
whose four overs can also
change the game's fate.
Another important cog is
Bravo, who has the knack
of breaking partnerships.
For Mumbai, all the re-

maining games are 'dead
rubbers' and they would
need to give a 'complete
performance' with an im-
proved batting show.

Skipper Rohit Sharma'
(200 runs) will need to lead
from the front and Ishan
Kishan (321 runs) can
build on his half century
in the last game. MI's mid-
dle order batters, which
crumbled against KKR,
will also need to get the act
right. With Suryakumar
Yadav ruled out, the likes
of Tilak Varma, Tim
David, Ramandeep Singh

and Kieron Pollard, who
has been a failure, will
need to take greater re-
sponsibility.

In bowling, Bumrah
found his mojo back and
clinched a maiden five-
wicket haul in IPL history.
But he needs support from
other bowlers -- Daniel
Sams, Riley Meredith and
Kumar Kartikeya Singh,
who will need to contain
the CSK batters.

While Mumbai would
eye revenge, for Chennai
the game is about 'sur-
vival'.

MI to play for pride, CSK survival

New Delhi, May 11 (PTI):

Indian shooter
Rudrankksh Balasaheb
Patil beat compatriot
Abhinav Shaw in the gold-
match match as India
made it a 1-2 in the men's
10 m air rifle competition
of the ISSF Junior World
Cup in Suhl, Germany on
Wednesday.

Patil won the gold after
going 17-13 up against
Abhinav Saw in a tight
title-decider.

The Indian duo shot
consistently well through-
out Wednesday morning,
first crossing the eight-
man final stage elimina-
tion hurdle and then put-
ting up a show in the gold-
medal matchup.

On Tuesday,
Rudrankksh had also
topped the qualification
stage with 627.5 points,
leading three Indians into
the top-eight stage. Paarth
Makhija accompanied the
duo, holding on to his fifth
position in qualifying in
the end classifications.

But the morning un-
doubtedly belonged to
Rudrankksh who dominat-
ed all three stages of the
competition over two days
of shooting.

In the final, it was

Abhinav who started
stronger in the early
stages, going up 4-2 after
the first three shots.

Rudrankks recovered
quickly though, and went
past his countryman,
keeping his nose ahead till
the very end to seal victo-
ry. Germnay's Nils Palberg

won bronze.
In the junior women's

10m air rifle, India's
Ramita after topping qual-
ification on Tuesday with
a solid 630.5, also topped
the final stage elimination
with a score of 261.0.

However, she settled for
silver in the end, going

down 8-16 to France's
Oceanne Muller, a reign-
ing Junior World
Champion and Tokyo
Olympics finalist, in the
gold medal match.

India is presently top-
ping the medal tally as
well with one gold and two
silver medals.

ISSF Junior World Cup 

Rudrankksh, Abhinav make it 1-2
for India in men’s 10m air rifle

Indian shooter Rudrankksh Balasaheb Patil and Abhinav Shaw during the 10M Air Rifle Junior Mens
Medal Ceremony at the ISSF World Cup in Suhl, Germany on Wednesday.

Bangkok, May 11 (PTI):

Double Olympic medal-
list P V Sindhu was van-
quished by world number
four An Seyoung yet again
as the Indian women's bad-
minton team suffered a de-
moralising 0-5 defeat
against Korea in their
final group D match of the

Uber Cup Final here on
Wednesday.

After two successive
wins against Canada and
USA, it was a reality check
for the young Indian team
as it could not take a single
game from the Koreans
during the five-match tie.

However, the defeat will
not count much as India

have already sealed a
quarterfinal berth after
ensuring itself a top-two
finish in the group after
two victories.

For Sindhu, it was a dis-
appointing outing as she
succumbed to her straight
fifth loss to An Seyoung,
losing 15-21 14-21 this time
in a lopsided contest as
India conceded an early 0-1
lead.

The combo of Shruti
Mishra and Simran Singhi
was no match to world
number two pair of Lee
Sohee and Shin
Seungchan, going down
13-21 12-21 in 39 minutes.

Aakarshi Kashyap then
was sent packing 10-21 10-
21 by world number 19
Kim Ga Eun as India sur-
rendered the tie 0-3.

In the next two matches,
Kim Hye Jeong and Kong
Heeyong beat Tanisha
Crasto and Treesa Jolly 21-
14 21-11, while Ashmita
Chaliha lost 18-21 17-21 to
Sim Yujin as Korea com-
pleted the 5-0 drubbing of
India.

The Indian men's team
will face Chinese Taipei in
group C of Thomas Cup
Final later in the day.

Uber Cup: Sindhu loses as
Korea thrash India

South Koreas An Seyoung reacts after winning a point against
Indias Sindhu V. Pusarla during their womens singles qualifying
match at Thomas & Uber Cup in Bangkok, Thailand, Wednesday.

New Delhi, May 11 (PTI):

Virat Kohli is hopeful
that his friend and South
African superstar AB de
Villiers will be back at
the Royal Challengers
Bangalore in a new role
next year.

De Villiers had been a
big part of RCB family
before he retired from all
forms of cricket last year.

"I miss him a lot. I talk
to him regularly. He was
in the US recently with

his family watching golf...
He is keenly observing
RCB and hopefully he
will be here next year in
some capacity," Kohli
said during a light-heart-
ed chat posted on RCB's
Twitter handle.

Kohli is enduring one
of the worst phases of his
career, having scored 216
runs in 12 matches in the
IPL with just one fifty.

He has also been dis-
missed for three golden
ducks this season.

"It has never happend
to me ever in my career I
think, so I just smiled. I
felt like I have seen every-
thing that the game has
to show," Kohli said.

His poor form has
raised concerns with Ian
Bishop pointing out
Kohli's inability to score
fluently in the IPL this
season. The former West
Indies pacer also said
that it was a matter of
concern that he is getting
out to different types of
bowlers. However, Kohli
said he doesn't pay heed
to opinions and keeps
critics at bay.

"They can't be in my
shoes, they can't be in my
shoes, they can't feel what
I feel, they can't live those
moment," the former
India skipper said.

"You said how you cut
the noise, you either
mute the TV or don't pay
attention to what people
are saying and I do both
of these things."

London, May 11 (PTI):

Pakistan wicketkeeper-
batter Mohammad Rizwan
wishes to have focus and
concentration levels of his
County teammate
Cheteshwar Pujara as he
looks to improve as a red-
ball cricketer.

Pujara has made a strong
case for a Test comeback
with two hundreds and as
many double hundreds in
his campaign for Sussex in
County Championship
Division 2.

The Indo-Pak pairing had
shared a 154-run stand
against Durham earlier this
month and they playing for
the same team has also at-
tracted a lot of positive at-
tention on social media.

Rizwan, who was named
the ICC Player of the Year
for 2021, rates Pakistan's
Younis Khan and Fawad
Alam very highly when it
comes to batting with un-
wavering concentration but
he has now added Pujara to
the list.

"...As far as myself and
Pujara are concerned, I did-
n't feel anything strange (on
the lines of India-Pakistan
rivalry). "And hopefully, if
you ask him, his answer

will be the same as mine.
Although I do share a laugh
with him and tease him
(laughs) and everyone in
the team knows this,"
Rizwan told Cricwick when
asked about the time spend
with the India veteran.

Heaping praise on
Pujara, Rizwan said: "He is
a very nice and loving guy.
And his concentration and
focus too... If you get a
chance to learn something,
you should do it.

"In terms of concentra-
tion levels and I told this to
the coaches here too. In my
whole career, the players
with most focus, concentra-
tion are Younis bhai, Fawad
Alam and his (Pujara's).

"Pujara is second on my
list and Fawad Alam on
three in terms of pure con-
centration and focus. I rate
these three players very
highly."

Pak’s Rizwan in awe of
Pujara’s focus, concentration

Pune, May 11 (PTI):

A "proud" Gujarat
Titans skipper
Hardik Pandya on
Tuesday said his
side's plan to be ruth-
less on the field and
relax post-game paid
rich dividends as
they beat Lucknow
Super Giants by 62
runs to become the
first team to qualify for the
IPL play-offs here.

Newcomers GT ensured
their place in the last-four
with 18 points from 12
games, while LSG are a
close second with 16 points
from 12 matches and need a
win to secure their play-off
berth. "Really, really proud
of the boys. It is a great ef-
fort to qualify before the
14th game in this league.
We just wanted to be ruth-
less today, and relax post
game," Hardik said at the
post-match presentation
ceremony.

The win came after back-
to-back defeats for GT and
Hardik said his side learnt
a lot from their last game.

"To be honest, in the last
game, we kind of thought
that the game was over be-

fore it was over. We were al-
ways under pressure in all
the other games that we
won, and we felt that we'd
finish off the last game
with the kind of batting we
had. That was learning we
took," he said.

"I always feel that if you
lose a game like the one we
lost in our last game, we
win and lose games as a
team. Yes, we did not do
what we wanted to do. We
messed it up, but we messed

it up as a team." Defending
145, GT bowled out LSG for
82 in 13.5 overs and Hardik
was full of praise for his
bowling unit.

"Our bowlers did every-
thing that we asked of
them, and we ticked all
boxes today."

While LSG skipper KL
Rahul lauded the perform-
ance of his bowlers, he
came down hard on the
batting unit for its below-
par show.

"It looked like a tricky
wicket, that's how it's
played here for the last 2 or
3 games that we have played
here. We knew it was a low-
scoring game, we knew it
was a tricky and challeng-
ing pitch, we bowled really
well. Restricting a team
under 150 on any pitch is
commendable and the
bowlers did their job,"
Rahul said. "We should
have batted a lot better.
Some poor shot selections, a
run-out didn't help, good
learning for us, hopefully
we can learn from a loss
like this. Sometimes you
need a little bit of a re-
minder to keep turning up
every game and keep trying
to do our best," he said.

We just wanted to be ruthless
during games: Hardik

Kohli hints at ABD’s
return at RCB

Rome, May 11 (AP):

Still attempting to get his
nearly unbeatable form back
following his time away from
the tour, Novak Djokovic took
another step in the right direc-
tion with a 6-3, 6-2 win over
Aslan Karatsev in his opening
match at the Italian Open on
Tuesday.
The top-ranked Djokovic, who
is bidding for a sixth Rome
title, showed off some vintage
scrambling abilities late in the
first set when he ran down
one shot near the net post
then sprinted back across the
net to dig out a low backhand
volley winner. It was the type

of point that Djokovic pulled
off day after day last year
when he came within one
match of completing a calen-
dar-year Grand Slam sweeping
all four major titles in the
same year.
Playing on a court that is one
of his favorites, Djokovic cele-
brated the point by making a
gesture with his hands that
urged the Campo Centrale
crowd to applaud even louder
bringing many fans to their
feet. You always hope you can
play some exciting and attrac-
tive points and come out as a
winner of those points and
celebrate with the crowd,
Djokovic said.

Djokovic wins opener at Italian
Open with vintage scrambling

New Delhi, May 11 (PTI):

India's Nitu (48kg) put
up a dominant display in
her debut appearance at
the IBA Women's World
Boxing Championships as
she outpunched Romanian
veteran Steluta Duta to
enter the round of 16 in
Istanbul.

The two-time former
youth world champion
Nitu continued her sub-
lime form from the Stradja
Memorial tournament
earlier this year, where she
clinched the gold medal in
her maiden appearance, as
she dominated all three
rounds to win her opening
bout by unanimous deci-
sion.

Both the boxers were ag-
gressive from the onset,
landing punches on each
other. But the young
Indian proved too much
for the 40-year-old
Romanian.

The two continued to at-
tack in the second round
with Nitu using her height
advantage as Duta, a
three-time world champi-

onship silver medallist,
struggled to keep her mo-
mentum going in the elec-
trically charged round of
32 bout. The 21-year-old
from Haryana then landed
a flurry of punches in the
third round as the last
three minutes were close-
ly-fought between the two.
But Nitu defended tightly
and looked in control to
emerge victorious.

Incidentally, all three of
Duta's silver medals at the
event came from losses
against an Indian -- six-
time world champion M C
Mary Kom, who withdrew
from the tournament.

Nitu will take on Spain's
Marta Lopez Del Arbol in
the round of 16 on
Saturday.

World Boxing Championships

Nitu sparkles on debut,
cruises to second round

New Delhi, May 11 (PTI):

A month after her national record
effort was not counted due to wind
assistance beyond legal limit, 100m
hurdler Jyothi Yarraji has smashed
the NR while winning an event in
Cyprus with a timing of 13.23 sec-
onds. The 22-year-old Andhra ath-
lete on Tuesday won the gold in
Cyprus International Meet at
Limassol under a head wind speed
of 0.1m/s. The old national record
of 13.38 seconds was in the name
of Anuradha Biswal since 2002.
This Cyprus International Meet is a
World Athletics Continental Tour
Challenger category D event.
Jyothi, who trains under Joseph
Hillier at Reliance Foundation
Odisha Athletics High Performance
Center in Bhubaneswar, had
clocked 13.09 seconds during the
Federation Cup in Kozhikode last
month but it was not counted as
national record as the wind speed
was +2.1 m/s, more than the per-
missible +2.0 m/s.

Jyothi Yarraji 
breaks 100m hurdles

national record in
Cyprus meet

New Delhi, May 11 (PTI): 

Even though India
was declared Open
Defecation Free by
the government in
2019, the latest NFHS
survey conducted in
2019-21 showed that
19 percent of house-

holds do not use any toilet
facility. However, the re-
port said the percentage of
households practising
open defecation decreased
from 39 percent in 2015-16
to 19 per cent in 2019-21.

Access to a toilet facility
is lowest in Bihar (62 per
cent), followed by
Jharkhand (70 per cent)
and Odisha (71 per cent).

The NFHS-5 found that
69 percent of households
use an improved sanita-
tion facility that is not
shared with other house-

holds and eight percent
use a facility that would be
considered improved if it
was not shared.

"Nineteen percent of
households have no facili-
ty, which means that the
household members prac-
tice open defecation," the
report said.

"Eighty-three percent of
households have access to
a toilet facility. Sixty-nine
percent of Indian house-
holds use improved toilet
facilities, which are non-
shared facilities that pre-
vent people from coming
into contact with human
waste and can reduce the
transmission of cholera,
typhoid, and other dis-
eases," it said.

The survey found that 11
percent of urban house-
holds use a shared facility,
compared with seven per-

cent of rural households.
Access to a toilet facility

ranges from 69 percent
among scheduled tribe
households to 93 percent
among households which
are not scheduled caste,
scheduled tribe, or other
backward class house-
holds. On safe drinking
water, the report showed
that 58 percent of house-
holds do not treat their
water prior to drinking.

"Treatment is less com-
mon in rural areas than
urban areas; 66 percent of
rural households do not
treat their water, com-
pared with 44 percent of
urban households," the re-
port said.

The NFHS found that
boiling water and strain-
ing the water through a
cloth before drinking are
the most common water

treatment procedures
used prior to drinking (16
per cent and 15 per cent of
households, respectively).

In India, almost all
urban households (99 per
cent) and rural house-
holds (95 per cent) have ac-
cess to an improved source
of drinking water.

"Improved sources of
water protect against out-
side contamination so that
the water is more likely to
be safe to drink. Urban
and rural households rely
on different sources of
drinking water," the sur-
vey said.

The main sources of
drinking water for urban
households is water piped
into their dwelling, yard,
or plot (54 per cent), tube
wells or boreholes (16 per
cent), and public taps or
standpipes (12 per cent).

Gujarat BJP MLA gets two-year RI

Halol (Guj), May 11 (PTI): 

A court at Halol in
Gujarat's Panchmahal
district on Wednesday
sentenced BJP MLA
Kesarisinh Solanki and
25 others to rigorous im-
prisonment (RI) for two
years in a gambling
case, less than a year
after their arrest from a
resort in a police raid.

The court of addition-
al chief judicial magis-
trate, Prem Hansraj
Singh, also imposed a
fine of Rs 3,000 each on
the MLA, who repre-
sents the Matar
Assembly constituency
in the Kheda district,
and 25 other accused.

Solanki and 25 others,

including seven women -
- four of them Nepalese
nationals- were arrested
in a joint operation car-
ried out by the local
crime branch and the
Pavagadh police on the
night of July 1, 2021, for
indulging in gambling at
a resort at Shivrajpur in
the Panchmahal district.

The court ordered the
cancellation of the li-
cense of the resort
where gambling was or-
ganised for violating
norms.

During the raid, the
police had seized Rs 3.9
lakh, eight vehicles, 25
mobile phones, and a
laptop- collectively val-
ued at Rs 1.15 crore. The
police had filed a charge
sheet under sections 4
and 5 of the Public
Gambling Act.

The prosecution pre-
sented 34 witnesses and
13 documents as evi-
dence in support of its
case.

Solanki had first won
the Matar constituency
in a byelection held in
2014 and retained it in
the 2017 Assembly elec-
tions.

New Delhi, May 11 (PTI): 

The three-day brain-
storming conclave of the
Congress will focus on
time-bound party restruc-
turing for strengthening
the organisation and mak-
ing it battle-ready for the
2024 Lok Sabha election.

Top Congress leaders
will come out with solu-
tions and clear the party's
stance on key issues includ-
ing polarisation, Centre-
state ties, forming of al-
liances and attempts at
bringing in ''uniformity",
especially in the Northeast,
that are confronting the
country and the party,
Congress sources said.

The party is holding the
Chintan Shivir at Udaipur
in Rajasthan from May 13
to 15 after a gap of almost
nine years while facing "an
unprecedented crisis" as it
remains in power on its

own in just two states and
has less than 100 members
in both Lok Sabha and
Rajya Sabha.

Unlike in the past, when
Chintan Shivirs did not set
any set timelines, the
Udaipur declaration will
state time-bound initiation
and accomplishing of
structural changes in the
organisation at all levels.

"We have to make
changes which are mean-
ingful and not merely cos-
metic" in order to revamp
the party, a senior leader
said ahead of the session.

These structural changes
will be discussed and im-
plemented within the set
timelines, the leader said.

"The mandate is to make
the conclave meaningful
and make the Udaipur dec-
laration actionable. The
Congress would also come
out with solutions and posi-
tions on issues confronting

it," he said.
The last such conclave

was held in Jaipur in 2013
when the Congress-led UPA
was in power. It focussed on
the elevation of Rahul
Gandhi as vice president of
the party. The earlier 'shiv-
irs' were held in Pachmarhi
in 1998 and Shimla in 2003.

While stressing the im-
portance of alignment of
non-BJP forces, Congress
leaders on Wednesday said
the party would need to be
internally strengthened
first to gain a pole position
in the event of an opposi-
tion understanding for the
2024 general elections.

They noted that no oppo-
sition alliance could be vi-
able without the Congress.

"But the Congress needs
to revive and rebuild to
gain a place of prominence
at the centre of any poten-
tial anti-BJP alliance," said
a senior leader.

ZSI discovers new catfish
species in Myanmar

Kolkata, May 11 (PTI): 

Zoological Survey of
India (ZSI) has discovered a
new species of catfish in
Myanmar, ZSI director
Dhriti Banerjee said on
Wednesday. Three speci-
mens of 'Genus
Glyptothorax' from
Sagaing division of
Myanmar during a survey
conducted in Chindwin
river drainage in the Indo-
Myanmar border areas,
Banerjee said.

The specimens were col-
lected by a post-doctoral fel-
low Bungdon
Shangningam through a
local fisherman. After ex-
amination of the speci-
mens, these were labelled
as 'Glyptothoraxyuensis'
after its habitation in Yu
river, which is a tributary

of the Chindwin river
basin in Myanmar which
has many tributaries from
India, the ZSI director said.
The 'Genus Glyptothorax' is
the most diverse and wide-
ly distributed genus known
from the Euphrates River
drainage of eastern Turkey
eastward to the Yangtze
river drainage of China
and southwards to the
Indian subcontinent and
the Greater Sunda Islands.

It inhabits fast flowing
hill streams, where they
live by using the adhesive
apparatus on their under-
side to attach themselves to
rocks and prevent being
washed away. There are 15
species of Glyptothorax in
the Chindwin-Irrawaddy
drainage of Myanmar,
China, and India with the
new species.

Left look for any political formulation to stop BJP from power
Kolkata, May 11 (PTI): 

The CPIML(L),
which has emerged
as Bihar's largest Left
party, views the BJP
and its ideology as
the main threat to the
communist move-
ment and believes the

saffron party will attempt
to consolidate its position
in the state by fielding its
own chief ministerial can-
didate ahead of the 2024
general elections.

The utility of ally JD-U
and Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar has reduced for the
BJP and it may try and ease
him out, CPIML
(Liberation) General
Secretary Dipankar
Bhattacharya told PTI.

The CPIML (Liberation),
which had alone clinched
12 of 16 seats the Leftist
parties bagged in Bihar in

the 2020 assembly elections,
was willing to "look at any
political formulation" to
stop the rise of the BJP, he
said.

"We believe the BJP will
try to bring in their own
man as chief minister as it
feels the utility of their ally
Nitish Kumar has re-
duced... they may try and
promote Kumar for the vice
president's chair or ease
him out in some other man-
ner," stated the veteran
leader. Speculation was rife
that the BJP may name
Kumar as its vice-president
nominee, though the JD(U),
which he heads, has
scotched such rumours.

The Communist Part of
India Marxist-Leninist (L)
leader, who goes by his first
name and is here to attend
his party's conference, has
been working with his col-
leagues for decades to build

an electoral base in Bihar
and Jharkhand.

Dipankar also predicted
that the BJP may "try to
break up both JD(U) and
the Congress in the state" to
cement its position ahead
of the 2024 general elec-
tions. He pointed out that
the BJP had a history of
doing so in order to form
governments in states
where they are part of rul-
ing alliances.

"It will do a UP (Uttar
Pradesh) in Bihar," he pre-
dicted, referring to the way
Bahujan Samaj Party and
Congress were split in the
late 1990s into separate par-
ties, and the breakaway fac-
tions lent support to the
BJP to make Kalyan Singh
the chief minister of the
state.

While BJP has managed
to consolidate its hold over
most parts of North India,

it has never had a chief
minister from its ranks in
three north Indian states
Bihar, Punjab and Jammu
& Kashmir.

Bihar is the most popu-
lous of these three states,
besides being the only one
which is part of the Hindi
heartland, contributing 40
MPs to the Lok Sabha. In
the last 2019 general elec-
tions, the BJP won 17 of its
seats from this state.

Analysts point out that
Nitish Kumar too has been
quietly taking steps. For
one, he walked across to his
predecessor Rabri Devi's
house for an Iftar party last
month, where he chatted
with leadership of the RJD,
which her husband Lalu
Prasad founded.

A week later, RJD's
Tejashwi Yadav was invited
to an Iftar party hosted by
JD(U)'s minority cell and

Kumar walked the young
Yadav leader to his car.

In a state where much is
read into symbolic ges-
tures, these acts as well as
Kumar's pronouncements
on Universal civil code and
on loudspeakers which
seemed to be at odds with
BJP's position, are being
seen as portents by political
pundits, though the JD(U)
has been terming them as
"normal civil gestures".

For Nitish Kumar, a
break with BJP and going
over to join hands with
RJD could see JD(U)'s
upper caste supporters
parting ways with it and
walking away to the saffron
camp, say analysts. The
risk of an alliance with
RJD and Congress could
also lead to a compromise
on the chief minister's post,
which the Lalu Prasad-led
party may well demand.

‘NCP is backstabber, will report its
machinations to high-command’

Mumbai, May 11 (PTI): 

Rumblings in the Maha
Vikas Aghadi (MVA) camp
came to the fore on
Wednesday with
Maharashtra Congress
president Nana Patole ac-
cusing ally NCP of being a
"backstabber", a day after
the Sharad Pawar-led
party joined hands with
rival BJP in Gondia Zilla
Parishad elections keeping
Congress away from
power. Speaking to re-
porters here, Patole said
the Congress high-com-
mand will be apprised
about the "machinations"
of NCP of the last two-and-
a-half years in the forth-
coming Udaipur conclave.

Patole said friendship
should be done with all
honesty and that "an

enemy attack-
ing openly
from the front
is better". He
said the Maha
Vikas Aghadi
(MVA), which
includes Shiv
Sena, NCP and
Congress, was
formed to keep
the BJP out of
power. "Despite
being in an al-
liance, the NCP en-
croached on Congress in
Malegaon, Bhiwandi and
several other places.
Yesterday, the NCP joined
hands with the BJP in the
Gondia Zilla Parishad to
elect the president. They
have stabbed Congress in
the back," Patole said. He
said in the Bhandara Zilla
Parishad, the Congress

foiled BJP's at-
tempt to hurt
the Grand Old
Party. Patole
said the NCP
had earlier "en-
croached upon"
the Congress in
Malegaon and
Bhiwandi de-
spite being in
an alliance,
which proves
that NCP con-

siders Congress as its rival.
"MVA partners Jayant
Patil (NCP), Subhash Desai
(Shiv Sena) and myself had
decided that efforts should
be made to ensure that
maximum Zilla Parishads
stay with the MVA," the
Congress leader said.
Breaking the MVA alliance
code, the NCP on Tuesday
joined hands with rival

BJP to elect the president
of the Gondia Zilla
Parishad, keeping the
Congress away from power
with the backing of
Independents and a local
outfit. In Bhandara, five
rebel members of the BJP
led by former MLA Charan
Waghmare joined hands
with Congress to elect the
party candidate as the
president of the ZP. A BJP
member was elected as the
vice president of the Zilla
Parishad in Bhandara.
Responding to Patole's
charge, Maharashtra NCP
president and minister
Jayant Patil said the allega-
tion raised by the former
was wrong . He said the
NCP always wants the
three Maha Vikas Aghadi
(MVA) constituents to re-
main together.

p In gambling case
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Kesarisinh Solanki

Nana Patole

People participate in a bullock cart race in Karad, Wednesday.

BULLOCK CART RACE

A healthcare worker administers a dose of the Covid-19 preventive vaccine to a student in the age group of 12-14
years, at a tribal hostel, in Agartala, Wednesday.

VACCINATION DRIVE
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Gang involved in
making illegal

firearms busted 

Indore, May 11 (PTI):
Police on Wednesday
claimed to have busted a
gang involved in the ille-
gal making and selling of
firearms by arresting
three persons who were al-
legedly involved in manu-
facturing these weapons, a
senior police officer said.

Police seized 15 pistols
and 590 half-made barrels
of these firearms from the
gang members.

On a tip-off, police ar-
rested one Akaal Singh,
crime branch DCP
Nimish Agrawal told re-
porters.

On leads provided by
Singh, police arrested
Prem Singh alias Golu
and Krishnakant Jha who
manufactured gun barrels
illegally, Agrawal said.

Three held with 15 pistols
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Cong conclave to focus on
time-bound party revamp

Jammu, May 11 (PTI):
Police and other security
forces on Wednesday
launched a massive
search operation along
the International Border
(IB) in Samba district of
Jammu and Kashmir to
sanitize the border vil-
lages ahead of Amarnath
Yatra next month, offi-
cials said.

The joint operation by
police, Army, BSF and
CRPF is underway at vil-
lage Glad and adjoining
areas near the border
fence, the officials said.

"The primary focus of
the operation is on vil-
lage Glad due to its close
proximity to the border
as well as (Jammu-
Pathankot) National
highway, Deputy
Superintendent of Police
(DSP), Operations,
Samba G R Bhardwaj told
reporters.

Massive search
operation launched
along IB to sanitize

border villages

‘19% households do not use any toilet facility’
Green corridor created

to transplant organ 
Lucknow, May 11 (PTI):
A green corridor was cre-
ated to carry a harvested
organ of a man killed in a
road accident for a patient
suffering from critical
organ failure here, offi-
cials said on Wednesday.

Chief Executive Officer
and Managing Director of
Apollomedics Hospital Dr
Mayank Somani said, "A
21-year-old man severely
injured in a road accident
was admitted to our hospi-
tal. He passed away due to
a traumatic brain injury.
Following consultation
and with the consent of
the family members of the
deceased, it was decided to
harvest his organs for
transplant."

He said two kidneys,
liver and the corneas of
the deceased were harvest-
ed for transplant in differ-
ent patients.


