
New Delhi, May 10 (PTI):

Home delivery of
liquor in the national
capital is likely to see
the light of the day
soon, as a group of
ministers (GoM) of
the Delhi government
has given a go ahead
to it, officials said on
Tuesday.

The GoM has also viewed
that there should not be any
restriction on the rate of dis-
counting by the retail liquor
vends as long as the market
operates in a healthy man-
ner. Delhi government in
view of crowds outside re-
tail vends and some report-

ed malpractices, recently
capped the discount on
liquor to 25 per cent.

The proposals of home
delivery and other recom-
mendations of the GoM, re-
garding the Excise Police
2022-23 being framed, will be
put before the Delhi Cabinet
for its approval, the officials
said. "....The group of minis-
ters recommended that
home delivery of liquor
sourced from retail liquor
vends in Delhi may be al-
lowed," said an official docu-
ment citing meeting of the
GoM last month.

The GoM considered that
home delivery could be an
appropriate alternative to

ensure liquor supply during
pandemic or emergency sit-
uation induced lockdowns,
besides ensuring equitable
distribution of liquor,
checking spurious liquor
consumption and inter state
smuggling.

The home delivery may
be done by empanelled in-
termediaries who will col-
lect the liquor from respec-
tive retail vend and deliver it
to respective localities
through ordering by the cho-
sen empanelled agency to do
home delivery, the Excise de-
partment has proposed.
Excise department will
frame detail terms and ref-
erences for the grant of L-13

licence after approval of the
home delivery proposal by
the Cabinet, said the docu-
ment.

It will study various mod-
els adopted by other states
in the country. The chosen
empanelled agencies will
hold L-13/ L-13 F license en-
abling such entities to do
home delivery.

The Law department of
Delhi government had
pointed that in absence of
any enabling provision,
home delivery of liquor by
an intermediary, except a li-
censee, is impermissible. It
is also to be ascertained how
it is being implemented in
other states.
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Inspection 
DDeehhrraadduunn:: The police
have intensified inspec-
tions of railway and bus
stations across
Uttarakhand after a letter
threatening to blow up
six railway stations in the
state was received
recently, officials said on
Tuesday. The letter was
sent to the superinten-
dent of Roorkee railway
station on Saturday. 

Interim bail 
AAllllaahhaabbaadd:: The Allahabad
High Court on Tuesday
granted interim bail to
Samajwadi Party MLA
Azam Khan in a case relat-
ed to alleged grabbing of
enemy property for his
Jauhar University project.
The bail order was passed
by Justice Rahul
Chaturvedi. The interim
bail has been granted on
the condition that Khan
has to return the entire
enemy property to para-
military forces and has to
furnish personal bond of
Rs 1 lakh and two sureties
of like amount.

Felicitate
SShhiilllloonngg:: Altogether 25
freedom fighters of
Bangladesh were on
Tuesday felicitated by the
Indian Air Force (IAF)
which took an active part
in their liberation war in
1971. Speaking on behalf of
the Bangladeshi delega-
tion, Haroon Habib paid
rich tribute to the members
of the Indian armed forces
who fought for the libera-
tion of East Pakistan which
later became Bangladesh. 

Suspended 
KKaannnnaauujj:: A government
teacher in Uttar Pradesh
has been suspended for
making inappropriate
comments on social
media against the dis-
trict's basic shiksha
adhikari, an official said
on Tuesday. Vinay Rajput,
an assistant teacher at
the Jamuniyapur Upper
Primary School in
Haseran block, had put a
post on Facebook against
basic shiksha adhikari
Sangeeta Singh, he said.
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A boy takes bath under a
water-pipeline on a hot

summer afternoon, in New
Delhi, Tuesday.
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Srinagar, May 10 (PTI): 

A civilian was killed
and two others, including
a soldier, were injured, in
an encounter between
militants and security
forces in Shopian district
of Jammu and Kashmir,
police said on Tuesday.

In another south
Kashmir district of
Anantnag, a gunfight was
underway between mili-
tants and security forces.

Giving details, a police
spokesman said a cordon
and search operation was
launched on Monday
evening by security forces
in the Pandoshan area of
Shopian following infor-
mation about the pres-
ence of terrorists there.

As the search party was
establishing the cordon
around the area, the hid-
ing terrorists started in-
discriminate firing on it,
he said.

The spokesman said the
security forces exercised
maximum restraint to
save and evacuate the
civilians present in the
area.

"However, during the
evacuation process, the

hiding terrorists targeted
the civilians as well as the
security forces in a bid to
escape. Although the civil-
ians were evacuated to a
safer place, due to heavy
firing by terrorists, one
soldier Lance Naik Sanjib
Das and two civilians
namely Shahid Gani Dar
and Suhaib Ahmad re-
ceived gunshot injuries,"
he said.

The injured persons

were immediately airlift-
ed to Army's 92 Base
Hospital in Srinagar.
However, the civilian,
Shahid Gani Dar, suc-
cumbed to injuries, the
spokesman said.

Taking advantage of
the darkness and the civil-
ian presence, the terror-
ists managed to escape
from the site of the en-
counter but efforts are on
to locate them, he said.

Bhadohi (UP) May 10 (PTI):

A joint team of Bhadohi
district administration,
labour department and po-
lice on Tuesday freed 55
bonded workers including
children following a raid on
a brick kiln here.

All the rescued workers
are residents of
Chhattisgarh, Labour
Enforcement Officer
Pratima Maurya said.

The Labor Department of
Bilaspur, Chhattisgarh, had
sent a letter on Monday
about the workers being
held hostage and made to
work in the brick kiln fol-
lowing which a raid was
carried out in Amirona vil-
lage of Nai Bazar area,
Maurya said. As many as 30
labourers, including five

child labourers were found
working at the kiln. Apart
from them, 25 other people
of their families, including
small children, were found
in a different room. In this
way a total of fifty-five
workers were freed, she
said. Everyone was being
made to work, Maurya said,
adding that after freeing all
the 55, their statement was
recorded before the Deputy
Collector Chandrashekhar.

The brick kiln owners
Jameel Khan and Hayat
Khan fled from the spot and
a case has been registered
against them in the city
Kotwali under relevant sec-
tions, Maurya said.

Action is being taken to
hand over the freed workers
to the Bilaspur District
Labor Department of
Chhattisgarh state, she
added.

Bijapur, May 10 (PTI): 

Police have arrested three
Naxals, allegedly involved in
an attack on a CRPF team
last month, from
Chhattisgarh's Bijapur dis-
trict, an official said on
Tuesday.

The cadres were appre-
hended on Monday evening
from a forest in Empur vil-
lage under Pamed police sta-
tion limits when a joint team
of the 204th battalion of
CoBRA (Commando
Battalion for Resolute
Action), an elite unit of
CRPF, and the district force
was on an area domination
operation, he said.

The arrested rebels were
identified as Madvi Bheema
(30), Madvi Nanda (27) and
Madkam Kosa (25), residents
of Pedda Dharmavaram vil-
lage in Pamed area, located

over 450 km from the state
capital Raipur, the official
said. The three were alleged-
ly part of the Maoist squad
that attacked a team of the
Central Reserve Police Force
(CRPF) near its
Dharmavaram camp on
April 24 this year. But, no
harm was reported to secu-
rity personnel in that inci-
dent, he added.

Dahod (Guj), May 10 (PTI): 

Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi on Tuesday ac-
cused Prime Minister
Narendra Modi of creat-
ing two Indias, one for the
rich and another for the
poor, and claimed that the
resources of the country
are being given to a few
wealthy people.

Launching his party's
campaign for this year's
Gujarat Assembly elec-
tions at an Adivasi satya-
grah rally' in tribal-domi-
nated Dahod district,
Gandhi said he was confi-
dent that Congress will
come to power in the state.

This is the first public
rally of the Congress
party in Gujarat in the
run-up to the 2022 state
elections, due in
December.

In 2014, Narendra Modi
ji became the prime minis-
ter of India. Before that,
he was the chief minister
of Gujarat. The work he
started in Gujarat, he is
doing in the country. It is
called the Gujarat Model,
Gandhi said.

Today, two Indias are
being created, one India of
the rich, a few select peo-
ple, billionaires and bu-
reaucrats who have power
and money. The second
India is of the common
people, he said.

The Congress party
does not want two Indias

but equality for everyone,
he said.

Gandhi said Congress
wanted proper distribu-
tion of resources for
everyone, which it had en-
sured when in power in
the past.

In the BJP model, peo-
ple's resources such as
water, forest and land
which belong to tribals
and other poor people, are
being given to a few, he
said.

The Congress leader
also said that the BJP-led
government in Gujarat
had deprived tribals of
their rights.

The BJP government
will not give you anything,
but take away everything
from you. You (tribals)
have to snatch your rights
and then only you will get
what is yours, he said.

Mumbai, May 10 (PTI): 

Santoor virtuoso Pt Shiv
Kumar Sharma, who took
the stringed instrument to
the global stage and success-
fully straddled the worlds of
classical and film music,
died here on Tuesday follow-
ing a heart attack. He was
83. Sharma, one of India's
most well known classical
musicians, died between 8
and 8.30 am at his Pali Hill
residence here, his secre-
tary Dinesh told PTI.

He had been active till the
end and was due to perform
in Bhopal next week. He was
also suffering from renal ail-

ments. "He had a severe
heart attack in the morn-
ing... He was active and was
to perform in Bhopal next
week. He was on regular
dialysis but was still active,"
a family source said.

Sharma, one half of the
famous 'Shiv-Hari' compos-
er duo along with flautist
Hari Prasad Chaurasiya, is
survived by his wife
Manorama and sons Rahul,
also a santoor player, Rohit.
The Shiv-Hari duo com-
posed music for an array of
films such as "Silsila",
"Lamhe", "Chandni" and
"Darr".

A Padma Vibhushan re-
cipient, Sharma was born in
Jammu in 1938 and is be-
lieved to be the first musi-
cian to have played Indian
classical music on the san-
toor, a folk instrument from
Jammu and Kashmir.

CBI searches 
8 locations  

New Delhi, May 10 (PTI): 

The CBI on Tuesday searched
eight locations in Jammu,
Srinagar and Mumbai, includ-
ing premises of then J&K Bank
chairman Haseeb Drabu, in
connection with alleged irreg-
ularities in purchase of a
building by the bank for its
integrated office in Mumbai in
2010, officials said.
The Akruti Gold Building was
purchased for around Rs 180
crore, they said.
The Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) had regis-
tered the case on November
11 last year on a reference
from the Jammu and Kashmir
government, the officials said.

New Delhi, May 10 (PTI):  

The Supreme Court
Tuesday asked the Centre
to apprise it about the
views on the issue of pro-
tection of interest of citi-
zens till the colonial-era
penal law on sedition is re-
considered by an appropri-
ate forum.

A bench headed by Chief
Justice N V Ramana took
note of the submissions of
the Centre that said it has
decided to "re-examine
and reconsider" the sedi-

tion law by an appropriate
forum and sought the re-
sponse to a suggestion
whether the filing of sedi-
tion cases in future be kept
at abeyance till re-exami-
nation. Solicitor General
Tushar Mehta, appearing
for the Centre, said that he
would take instruction
from the government and
apprise the bench on
Wednesday.

We are making it very
clear. We want instruc-
tions. We will give you
time till tomorrow.

B
O

N
A

N
Z

A
 F

O
R

 B
O

O
Z

ER
S

Delhiites to receive home delivery of liquor

Civilian killed, soldier injured
as militants open fire

̈ To break security
forces’ cordon

Over 50 bonded labourers
from Ch’garh rescued 

̈ From brick kiln

Three Naxals, wanted for
attack on CRPF, held

The cadres were apprehend-
ed on Monday evening from
a forest in Empur village
under Pamed police station
limits when a joint team of
the 204th battalion of
CoBRA (Commando
Battalion for Resolute
Action), an elite unit of
CRPF, and the district force
was on an area domination
operation.

About the arrest

‘PM  created two Indias, one
for rich and another for poor’

Santoor maestro Shiv Kumar Sharma dies at 83

SC TO CENTRE

‘What about pending,
future sedition cases’
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Bhilai, May 10: 

Inspector General of
Police Durg Range (Durg
Range) Badri Narayan
Meena chaired a 4-hour
long marathon meeting on
Tuesday with the
Superintendents of Police
(SPs) of Durg Range in the
auditorium of the
Inspector General of
Police Office in 32
B u n g a l o w s .
Superintendent of Police
(Durg) Dr Abhishek
Pallava, Superintendent of
Police (Rajnandgaon)
Santosh Singh,
Superintendent of Police
(Bemetra) Dharmendra
Singh, Superintendent of
Police (Kawardha) Lal
Umed Singh,
Superintendent of Police
(Balod) Govardhan
Thakur, Additional
Superintendent of Police
(IGP Office) Neha Pandey
were present in the meet-
ing.

In the meeting, discus-
sions were held regarding
prevention of crimes,
speedy disposal of pend-
ing cases, law and order,
VIP duty and Naxal activi-
ties. In relation to the in-
formation of Naxalite ac-
tivity, SPs were directed to

remain alert and take vigi-
lant actions.

Inspector General of
Police Badri Narayan
Meena gave strict instruc-
tions to curb gambling,
betting and illegal trade as
well as strict action
against the offenders. He
asked the SPs to ensure
proper record keeping in
the police stations, investi-
gation and disposal of
complaints / applications
on time, sending the re-
port of warrants/letters
received from the court,
etc. According to the week-
ly roster of the police per-
sonnel, he stressed on the
matter of giving weekly
holidays to the cops.

While reviewing the
crime and law and order
situation of the districts of
Durg range, he gave in-
structions regarding ac-

tion on various points and
special emphasis was laid
on the fact that the cases of
serious nature should be
redressed legally as soon
as possible. In the cases re-
lated to women, instruc-
tions were given to take
legal action by taking im-
mediate cognizance and
special emphasis was laid
on the fact that in the
cases related to women
and children, speedy re-
dressal should be done
within the time-limit.
Inspector General of
Police said that in the
cases registered against ir-
regular financial compa-
nies, the review of interim
attachment, final attach-
ment, auction and refund
of investors should be
done daily by the
Superintendents of Police.
The process of identifica-

tion and attachment of im-
movable properties of un-
regulated financial compa-
nies located outside the
state should be done at the
earliest and special teams
should be constituted to
trace and arrest the ab-
sconding accused in these
cases. He gave special at-
tention to the disposal of
all serious cases pending
in the districts - especially
murder, attempt to mur-
der, rape, kidnapping and
crimes related to women
and children, missing per-
son investigation (women,
boy / girl), SC / ST Act
cases. Weekly review of all
such pending cases should
be done and the cases
should be resolved in a
time bound manner.

In serious cases in
which arrests have not
been made so far, special
teams have been constitut-
ed to conduct raids at all
the possible locations of
the accused and conduct
constant searches, arrest-
ing the absconding ac-
cused at the earliest and
solving the cases. The situ-
ation of communal ten-
sion, preparations for the
infrastructure of the new
districts, etc were also dis-
cussed.

IGP chairs marathon
meeting of SPs

More than 30 important points discussed

Bhilai, May 10: 

SAIL-Bhilai Steel
Plant that produces high
strength TMT Bars with
earthquake and corro-
sion resistant properties
for use in big projects of
national importance in-
cluding dams, power
plant projects, bridges,
flyovers, expressway,
tunnels etc has recently
been supplying TMT
Bars of required grade
for use in the Ayodhya
Ram Mandir construc-
tion project and for use
by Border Roads
Organisation.

More than 610 Tonnes
of TMT bars in 500 D
Grade of different di-
mensions have been sup-
plied by SAIL-BSP to
BRO for purpose of con-
struction of roads,
bridges etc to ensure
connectivity in border
areas in last fiscal year
2021-22.

The TMT Bars of 500 D
Grade supplied to BRO
have been produced in
the Plant’s modern Bar
& Rod Mill. TMT Bars
supplied to BRO include
350 Tonnes of 16 millime-
tre (mm) diameter, 120 T

of 20 mm diameter, 74
Tonnes of 10 mm diame-
ter and 69 Tonnes of 12
mm diameter.

Around 190 Tonnes of
TMT Bars in 550D grade
of different dimensions
has so far been supplied
by SAIL-BSP for the con-
struction of upcoming
Ram Mandir in Ayodhya.
The TMT bars supplied
for this project have been
produced both in the
Plant’s modern Bar &
Rod Mill and Merchant
Mill.

The material supplied
include about 120 T of
TMT Bars in 550D grade
in 12 mm diameter pro-
duced in Bar & Rod Mill
and about 65 T of TMT
Bars in same grade in 32
mm diameter produced
in Merchant Mill. It is
worth mentioning that

products from Bhilai’s
Modex unit, Bar & Rod
Mill have reached vari-
ous corners of the coun-
try. The superior product
quality of products, with
negative tolerance and
consistent mechanical
properties and good
weldability produced as
per IS-1786 norms, has
been widely appreciated
by customers of SAIL-
Bhilai.

The Plant’s Merchant
Mill on the other hand
has been rolling out ex-
actly what customers of
this highly competitive
section of the market are
demanding today – steel
with the right chemistry
for big power and irriga-
tion projects and high-
rise buildings coming up
in seismic and corrosion
prone areas. All the TMT

bars and rods that the
Plant’s Merchant Mill
rolls out have earth-
quake-resistant proper-
ties. Additionally, HCR
or high-corrosion resist-
ant properties are also
provided to meet cus-
tomer needs. While
Merchant Mill’s entire
TMT production is of
EQR variety, more sec-
tions have been added
and corrosion-resistant
variety of TMT EQR
Rebar is being produced.

All TMT products
from Bhilai Steel Plant,
both from Bar & Rod Mill
and Merchant Mill are
now being bar-coded be-
fore despatch so that
upon scanning the bar
code, the customer gets
to know detail informa-
tion about the product.

Besides dams, ther-
mal, hydro-electric and
nuclear power projects,
bridges, highways, fly-
overs, tunnels and high-
rise buildings all over
the country, TMT Bars
from SAIL-Bhilai have
been used is some land-
mark projects such as
Bandra Worli Sea Link
Bridge, Statue of Unity,
Agra expressway on
which fighter planes
have landed and in sever-
al bridges & tunnels in
North and North-East
India.

BSP supplying TMT Bars for 
ongoing construction of Ram Mandir 
 Also for use 

by Border Roads

Organisation

Bhilai, May 10: 

Fire broke out at the
Nehru Nagar Railway
Under Bridge on Tuesday
afternoon. The plastic
shed installed on the roof
of the under bridge was
destroyed in the fire.
Fortunately there were no
casualties. Prima facie it
appears that fire in the
sugarcane wastes dumped
near the under bridge ig-
nited the plastic roof.
Mayor Neeraj Pal and
Commissioner Prakash
Surve immediately
reached the mishap site
and supervised the fire
fighting operations.
Traffic movement even on
the adjacent Railway Over
Bridge remained affected
for a long time due to the
thick smoke which
emerged from the burning
plastic.

It needs to be mentioned
here that there are some
roadside vends of coconut
water and sugarcane juice
on the Garage Road near
the Railway Under Bridge
and Railway Over Bridge
at Nehru Nagar. These
vends dump their wastes
near the shed of Under
Bridge which is only a few

inches above the ground
level. The dump of wastes
caught fire due to un-
known reasons after
which the flames reached
the plastic shed. Soon a
large portion of the shed
started burning with huge
flames. Thick smoke
emerged from the fire due
to which the traffic move-
ment on the railway over
bridge was also affected.

On information, Fire
Tenders and Police Team
reached the spot and fire
fighting operations were

launched. Mayor Neeraj
Pal, Commissioner
Prakash Surve and MiC
member Laxmipati Raju
also reached the mishap
site. The fire brigade man-
aged to douse the flames.
Water tankers of BMC
also assisted in fire fight-
ing. On instructions of the
Mayor and Commissioner,
earth movers were
pressed into service for re-
moving the debris as well
as the wastes and bushes
lying near the Under
Bridge.

Nehru Nagar under bridge shed destroyed in fire 

BBhhiillaaii,,  MMaayy  1100:: On Tuesday, the
Bhoomi Pujan of Gym was per-
formed by Tamrdhwaj Sahu,
Home Minister Government of
Chhattisgarh in St Thomas
College. It is worth mentioning
that the amount for this gym is
provided by the MLA find. First
of all Administrator of College
Rev Fr Dr Joshi Varghese wel-
comed the home minister by
presenting him a bouquet and
said that it was a long pending
demand by the students for
gym facility and today the
minster accepted our request.
The St Thomas Family will be
obliged to the minister. Home
Minster Tamradhwaj Sahu said
that the youth is the future of
the country and it is very nec-

essary to be fit for the youth
because a healthy body keeps
a healthy mind. I hope that this
gym will be very helpful for the
students in future. Mayor of
Risali Municipal Corporation
Shashi Sinha, Commissioner
Risali Municipal Corporation
Ashish Dewangan, Chairmen
Risali Municipal Corporation
Keshav Banchhor were also
present. On this occasion Dr
Joseph Mar Dionysius,
Manager Bishop St Thomas
College and Principal Dr MG
Roymon were virtually pres-
ent.  Principal Incharge Dr
Mariam Jacob, Heads from all
the departments, other
Professors and staff members
were also present. 

Bhoomi Pujan of
Gym performed in St

Thomas College 

Bhilai, May 10: 

ADM Nupur Rashi
Panna was accorded a
warn farewell by Durg
District Administration
on May 09, 2022. She has
been transferred and
posted as OSD of Sakti.

While addressing the
farewell function,
District Collector Dr
Sarveshwar Narendra
Bhure said that he en-
trusted the responsibility
of sensitive branches like
education, health, chit
fund, etc to ADM Nupur
Rashi Panna as he had
confidence on her ability.
She handled all these
branches very effectively;
Collector said. Dr Bhure
further said that good of-
ficers create their special
place through their work.

In a situation when
they are transferred, the
first dilemma that arises
is how to entrust the re-
sponsibility of carrying
forward their work to an-
other officer. The tenure
of ADM Nupur Rashi has
been very brilliant. Even

during her brief tenure,
she performed the duties
assigned to her with full
devotion. In her address,
ADM Panna said that the
experience of working in
Durg has been wonderful
and she learned a lot. “I
tried to fulfil the respon-
sibility to upgrade the
English medium schools.
NDA coaching was start-
ed under the guidance of
Collector Dr Bhure gave

exciting results. We are
fortunate of being in
such a service through
which we can do mean-
ingful work towards ful-
filling the expectations of
the people. We may not
get big successes in our
tenure, but even small
works can bring happi-
ness in the lives of peo-
ple”, she said.

In her address,
Additional Collector

Padmini Bhoi said that
during the tenure of
eight months, ADM
Panna performed all her
responsibilities very
well. She tool swift deci-
sions and due to which
the administrative sys-
tem continued to work ef-
fectively. Bhoi said that a
good administrator gets
the work done quickly
with coordination. This
is the quality was visible

in the works of ADM
Panna. Bhilai Municipal
C o r p o r a t i o n
Commissioner Prakash
Sarve said that she did a
good job in the civic body
polls of Risali. Joint
Collector Priyanka
Verma said that under
the directions of ADM
Nupur Rashi Panna the
work of the surgical
ward was done at a fast
pace. Durg Divisional
Commissioner Haresh
Mandavi said that ADM
Panna did all the works
effectively with her ad-
ministrative efficiency.
PWD EE Ashok Shrivas
said that ADM Panna did
all the tasks assigned to
her in a very simple man-
ner and the people work-
ing with her were also
very comfortable.

This is the quality of a
good administrator. The
program was conducted
by Deputy Collector
Jageshwar Kaushal. SDM
Mukesh Rawate proposed
the vote of thanks. All
district level officers
were also present.

ADM Nupur accorded warn farewell;
Collector appreciates her tenure 

Bhilai, May 10: 

The Collector
Jandarshan the other day
received an application
which attracted attention
of all. The application was
submitted by Third
Gender community. The
applicants raised the de-
mand of including ‘third’
gender option in the appli-
cation forms for loans in
the private finance compa-
nies. The applicants stated
that the Supreme Court in
its judgment in 2014 gave
constitutional rights to the
third gender and directed
the governments to ensure
the process of implemen-
tation of these rights.

For the purpose, the
Third Gender Welfare
Board was constituted by
the Chhattisgarh
Government. Even after
this, the private finance
companies do not have op-
tion of third gender on
their website.

The third gender com-
munity is getting deprived
of its rights. Therefore, the
applicants requested the
Collector to give place to

the third gender in the pri-
vate finance companies.
The Collector assured the
community to take all pos-
sible steps in this direc-
tion.

In another case, the vil-
lagers of Navagaon (B)
submitted an application
for the insurance claims of
Kharif crop. In the appli-
cation, the villagers stated
that for the Kharif crop of
2021, the paddy crop of
farmers was insured by
the cooperative society of
village Surpa. The amount
of insurance claims has
been paid to the farmers of
the nearby villages, who
were also insured by the

Samiti. But the farmers of
Navagaon (B) are deprived
of the compensation. The
farmers said that they did
not get a clear answer
from the cooperative socie-
ty. Farmers are currently
facing financial crunch
due to crop damage due to
untimely rains.

Taking cognizance of
the matter, the Collector
directed the concerned of-
ficer to explain the reason
for withholding the
amount and directed them
for immediate disposal.

A total of 53 applica-
tions were submitted be-
fore the Collector in
Jandarshan.

Demand raised for ‘third’ gender
option in private finance forms 

BBhhiillaaii,,  MMaayy  1100::  

Granting relief to the private
bus operators in the state, the
High Court of Chhattisgarh has
directed the Regional Transport
Authority (RTA), Raipur to
grant permits to the appellant
bus operators within ten days.
The bus operators had alleged
that the STA was not complying
with the orders of State
Transport Appellate Tribunal
(STAT) and was not considering
their applications for grant of
permits. It needs to be men-
tioned here that while dispos-
ing off the petitions of Bus
Operators, the STAT had
imposed a cost (fine) of Rs
10000 on Regional Transport
Authority, Chhattisgarh as well
as Joint Secretary of RTA,
Chhattisgarh. The High Court
provided relief to the RTA offi-
cers and opined that the obser-
vation made by the STAT
against RTA Officers and so
also imposition of cost of
Rs10000 was unwarranted.
However, the High Court
instructed the RTA officers to
be vigilant in deciding the
applications expeditiously in
future. Learned counsel of Bus
Operators - Advocate Shivesh
Singh informed that the bench

of Justice Parth Prateem Sahu
disposed off seven writ peti-
tions by a common order con-
sidering them to be intercon-
nected and having common
grounds and questions. It needs
to be mentioned here that the
Bus Owners/ Transporters had
filed applications for grant of
permit before Regional
Transport Authority (RTA)
Bastar Region, Jagdalpur. The
applications submitted by the
Bus Owners were allowed by
RTA vide order dated December
19, 2019 with certain condi-
tions. Transporters, as per the
condition mentioned in the per-
mit made an application initial-
ly in the month of December
2020 for grant of permit pur-
suant to order passed by the
RTA Jagdalpur on 19.12.2019
which was not considered and
thereafter again the applica-
tions have been submitted
before the RTA, Chhattisgarh,
Raipur for issuance of permit
on September 13,2021. When
the RTA Raipur did not pass any
order, Transporters approached
the State Transport Appellate
Tribunal (STAT) and filed
appeals. Appellate Tribunal
conducted hearing and passed
orders directing issuance of
permit in favour of Bus

Operators therein within a peri-
od of 7 days, also made certain
observations against State
authorities and imposed cost of
Rs10000. It needs to be men-
tioned here that the State Govt
vide Notification dated
December 24,2019 had consti-
tuted Single Regional Transport
Authority for Chhattisgarh
State at Raipur and had abol-
ished all the Regional Transport
Authorities in Division and
Regions. Due to this reason, the
Bus Operators had to file an
application before RTA Raipur
in pursuance to the order
passed by RTA Jagdalpur.

Considering the arguments
of the counsels of Bus
Operators as well as the RTA,
the High Court affirmed some
part of the STAT order in which
the RTA was directed to grant
the permit. However, some part
of the STAT order was set aside
in which observations were
made against the RTA authori-
ties. Bus Operators of the state
have expressed gratification
over the order passed by the
High Court. Advocate Shivesh
Singh commented that all the
government offices must show
respect towards the judiciary
by ensuring time bound compli-
ance of the Court Orders.

High Court directs RTA to
grant permits within ten days



CENTRAL CHRONICLE, RAIPUR, WEDNESDAY, MAY 11,  2022

BEATING THE HEAT

Children bathing at a pond in the city under scorching heat.

Workshop for PG students in
obstetrics and gynaeocology 

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, May 10: A one
day workshop on EAGLE
(Every Aspiring
Gynecologist Learns
Endoscopy) project of
Indian Association of
G y n e c o l o g i c a l
Endoscopists was organ-
ised at Department of
Obstetrics and
Gynaecology in Pt
Jawaharlal Nehru
Memorial Medical College
Raipur for training of the
post graduate students in
Obstetrics and
Gynaecology. This event

was organized under the
leadership of Dean Dr
Tripti Nagaria and Head
of Department Dr Jyoti
Jaiswal.

Dr Anurag Bhate was
specially present from
Mumbai to impart the
training to the students.
The special guest of this
program was Dr Abha
Singh, former Dean of Pt
Jawaharlal Nehru
Memorial College, Raipur.
Medical Superintendent of
Dr Bhimrao Ambedkar
Memorial Hospital, Dr
SBS Netam also attended
the programme.

All senior doctors of the
department and PG stu-
dents gained clinical and
surgical knowledge and re-
ceived training in OT of
Ayushman Endosurgery
Unit under the leadership
of EAGLE Project Raipur
Chairperson Dr Manoj
Chelani, Secretary Dr
Vinita Singh, current
Dean of Pt Jawaharlal
Nehru Memorial Medical
College, Raipur Dr Tripti
Nagaria, Head of
Obstetrics and
Gynecology Dr Jyoti
Jaiswal and Coordinator
Dr Pratibha Lambodari.

Diseases of the uterus
were examined by tele-
scopic method. Uterine fi-
broids were removed. The
sunken copper T of pa-
tients who had been oper-
ated in the past was re-
moved. Diagnostic and
therapeutic examination
of infertility patients was
done. Endometrioma was
removed. Various malfor-
mations of the uterus
were examined and oper-
ated.

NIT Raipur’s Adya
receives Scholarship

by Google

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, May 10: Adya
Jha, a 4th Semester stu-
dent of the Department of
Computer Science &
Engineering, National
Institute of Technology,
Raipur has been awarded
with the 2022 APAC
Generation Google
Scholarship for Women in
Computer Science. She
will be receiving $1,000
USD for the 2022-2023

school year and an invita-
tion to the 2022 APAC GGS
Virtual Retreat. This
scholarship aims to help
aspiring students pursu-
ing computer science de-
grees, excel in technology
and become leaders in the
respective field.

For the first round in
December 2021, applicants
had to submit an online
application which includ-
ed general details, resume,
latest transcript and an-
swer to two short answer
essay questions.

This was followed by an
Online Aptitude test. As
part of this coding chal-
lenge, candidates had to
solve any one of the given
two programming ques-
tions in an hour.

The last round was a
video conversation with a
Googler in which ques-
tions about application,
leadership and communi-
ty engagement were
asked.

Collector, SSP discuss law 
and order in district

Raipur, May 10: In a bid
to maintain peace and se-
curity in the district, the
Collector Sourabh Kumar
and Senior
Superintendent of Police
Prashant Kumar Agrawal
held a meeting of senior of-
ficers of the District
Administration and Police
Department in the Red
Cross meeting hall located
in the Collectorate premis-
es today.

The collector has given
instructions to the officers
regarding law and order
after taking information
about the indefinite and
proposed sit-in demonstra-
tions. He also discussed
with the officials the possi-
ble traffic problem during

the dharnas, demonstra-
tions and rallies to be or-
ganized in the days to
come. He asked the rev-
enue and police officers to
maintain constant contact
with each other. He said
that common citizens
should not face any kind of
inconvenience and law and
order should also be main-
tained. He instructed to
keep constant watch on
anti social elements.

The Collector also asked
the officers of the Police
and Health Department to
work in coordination.
According to Police depart-
ment officials due to delay
in PM report and MLC etc.,
one has to go through the
court process. Health de-

partment officials told the
need of doctors. The
Collector said that all
CHCs should have MLCs.
He told the officials of the
Health Department that
there should be no unnec-
essary delay in getting the
report.

Commissioner of
Municipal Corporation
Raipur, Prabhat Malik,
Additional Collector Gopal
Verma, Additional District
Magistrate NR Sahu,
Additional Superintendent
of Police Tarakeswar
Patel, all Sub-Divisional
Magistrates (Revenue),
Chief Medical and Health
Officer Dr Meera Baghel
along with other senior of-
ficers were present.

BJP raises Hindutva
only for votes: Baghel
Central Chronicle News

Raipur, May 10: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
on Tuesday claimed that
the principal opposition
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) has lost political
grounds in Chhattisgarh
and they raise Hindutva
issues only for political
purpose.

Talking to section of
media persons here,
Baghel questioned “Why
didn’t the BJP make Ram
Van Gaman Path despite
being in power in
Chhattisgarh for 15
years...We don’t seek votes
in the name of religion
but they rake up the issue
to seek public vote only.
He further added that
they didn’t do anything
in Ayodhya matter from
1925 to 1980, the case is
there before independ-
ence...they didn’t remem-
ber Lord Ram then.

When they saw, that they
can get votes from it, they
waded into it.

Baghel made the above
statement in reply to the
allegations of BJP follow-
ing the decision of
Chhattisgarh govern-
ment to establish “
Krishna Kunj” in urban
bodies by planting
Banyan and Neem trees
which has got life-saving

qualities and is associat-
ed with Indian culture.

He also alleged that
BJP govt has accepted
their policy on coal is un-
successful as they have to
cancel trains across the
country. The whole coun-
try is bearing the brunt,
it’s the cheapest mode of
transport. Do they want
to shut down the rail-
ways?, he concluded.

Raipur, May 10: On
the instructions of
Sourabh Kumar,
Additional Collector BC
Sahu received applica-
tions related to griev-
ances of the people
from different blocks of
district at Collector
Jandarshan held in the
Collectorate here today
and heard grievances.
He asked the officials of
the concerned depart-
ments to take necessary
action on the applica-
tions as per the rules.

Pankaj Verma of vil-
lage Nakti submitted
application for battery
operated tricycle where-
as, Geshu Vaibhav
Singh asked for provid-
ing copies of amend-
ment register, rights
record and transfer reg-
ister as soon as possi-
ble. Shanta Kosaria de-
manded to stop illegal
action and sought com-
pensation. Rashmi
Sharma submitted ap-
plication for self-em-
ployment.

People raise grievances,
demands at Collector

Jandarshan

PROTECTING FROM HEAT

College girls covering their head and face with scarves to protect themselves from heat.

Raipur, May 10:
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) Mahila Morcha
members on Tuesday held
demonstration against the
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel over the alleged
harsh words for a girl dur-
ing the public meeting
held in Surajpur region.
Mahila Morcha President
Shailini Rajput led the
demonstration to burn the
effigy of Baghel across
Chhattisgarh.

In a statement issued
here, she alleged that at-
tempts are being made by

the Congress Ministers to
shut the voice of people
who are raising questions
on the implementation of
the election manifesto. She
further added that while
the Congress General
Secretary Priyanka
Gandhi gives slogan to
support the girl power, the
Chhattisgarh Chief
Minister Baghel is using
harsh words to make the
girl silent. She said at-
tempts are being made to
keep the people silent
against state govern-
ment’s failure.

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, May 10: Chief
Minister Mr. Bhupesh
Baghel visited Sahanpur
village of Lundra assem-
bly constituency on
Tuesday under his
‘ B h e n t - M u l a q a t

Abhiyan’. During his in-
teraction with the people
of village Sahanpur,
Chief Minister made
several major announce-
ments. Chief Minister
announced that a new
college will be opened in
Dhaurpur to provide bet-
ter higher education fa-
cilities to youngsters of
the village. In order to
expedite the disposal of
revenue cases, Chief
Minister has also an-
nounced the opening of
SDM office in Dhaurpur.

During this meet and
greet programme, Chief
Minister Mr. Baghel an-
nounced construction of
a bridge over river
Machhli, opening of sub-
tehsil at Raghunathpur,
upgrading of Sahanpur
Middle School into a
high school and opening
of sub-health center at
Sahanpur.

Chief Minister Mr.
Baghel also approved the
construction of a shed

and platform in the
weekly market, con-
struction of additional
rooms  in Government
Higher Secondary
School Lundra and
Kudari Lamgaon, and
construction of build-
ings for schools in
Karauli, Bargidih,
Raghunathpur. Chief
Minister said that soon a
branch of SBI will also
be opened in Dhaurpur.
He assured that all kinds
of facilities will be pro-
vided for public conven-
ience as and when re-
quired. On the occasion,
Urban Administration
Minister Dr Shivkumar
Daharia, Lundra MLA
Dr Preetam Ram and
Additional Chief
Secretary Mr. Subrat
Sahu.

Chief Minister said
during his public inter-
action that he is happy to
learn that the farmers of
our state are happy. To
ensure that farmers get

fair value for their pro-
duce, Chhattisgarh
Government is provid-
ing input subsidy of Rs 9
thousand and Rs 10 thou-
sand per acre under
Rajiv Gandhi Kisaan
Nyay Yojana. We are
procuring Kodo-Kutki,
Ragi, and minor forest
produce at support price.
Rates of vegetables keep
fluctuating, hence to
save the vegetable pro-
ducers from the loss, fa-
cility of cold storage is
required. Chhattisgarh
Government is consis-
tently working towards
meeting this require-
ment. A farmer told
Chief Minister during
the interaction that after
the loan was waived off,
he could purchase a trac-
tor and now he is earn-
ing an additional income
by renting the tractor
out for 17-18 hours every
day.

Chief Minister also in-
spected the Government
Pre-Secondary School,
Anganbadi and Ration
Shop in Sahanpur. When
Chief Minister arrived
at the school, children
welcomed him by
singing a song. On re-
quest of the children,
Chief Minister directed
the Collector to take
them to Raipur and to
build a good shade in the
school for mid-day meal.
The children also re-
quested Chief Minister
for sports material, and
he fulfilled their request
at once. Overjoyed by

Chief Minister’s re-
sponse, children thanked
Chief Minister. During
the inspection of the ra-
tion shop, Chief
Minister asked the
women beneficiaries
about the distribution of
ration at the shop. At an-
ganbadi, Chief Minister
met the children with
great affinity and asked
them about the arrange-
ment there.

Baghel said in his ad-
dress to the people that
he has come to their vil-
lage to meet them, to
check if they are getting
the benefits of the
schemes, and to take
feedbacks of the
schemes. He said that
Chhattisgarh aims to
empower the poor.
Farmers have been fi-
nancially empowered
through the schemes
such as Loan Waiver
Scheme, Rajiv Gandhi
Kisan Nyay Yojana,
Godhan Nyay Yojana.
Money is going into peo-
ple’s pockets. Earlier
people’s tractors were
pulled due to non-pay-
ment of loans, now it is
not so. In the chaupal it-
self, a beneficiary told
that he has benefited
from the loan waiver
scheme. He has bought
two tractors and is earn-
ing Rs 1200 per hour by
renting the tractors. A
beneficiary told that he
has benefited a lot from
Rajiv Gandhi Kisan
Nyay Yojana, and now he
is building a house.

CM makes several major announcements in Sahanpur
village of Lundra assembly constituency

Gift of SDM office
and a college for
Dhaurpur

Kunni and
Raghunathpur to
become sub-tehsils,
sub-health center
to be opened in
Sahanpur

Sahanpur Middel
School to be
upgraded into a
High School

A Bridge to be built
on Machhli River

Mahila Morcha stages demo against Baghel
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Raipur, May 10: CAIT
National Vice President
Amar Parwani, chairman
Magelal Maloo, Amar
Gidwani, State President,
Jitendra Doshi , State
Working President
Vikram Singh Deo,
Parmanand Jain, Vashu
Makhija, State General
Secretary Suriender
Singh, State Working
General Secretary Bharat
Jain, State Treasurer
Ajay Agrawal and state
media incharge Sanjay
Choubey informed
“while raising a strong
and loud voice for decrim-
inalization of offences
under Legal Metrology
Act,2009, the
Confederation of All

India Traders (CAIT) ad-
vocated the immediate
need for taking a holistic
and rational approach to-
wards releasing the busi-
ness community of the
country from undue penal
provisions being faced by
traders even due to a tech-
nical fault in obeying the
LMA Act. CAIT  speaking
at a national workshop on
“decriminalization of
Legal Metrology Act, 2009,
hosted by the Ministry of
Consumer Affairs, held
today at New Delhi which
was inaugurated by
Union Consumer Affairs
and Commerce Minister
Mr. Piyush Goyal.

CAIT National Vice
President Mr. Amar
Parwani & State
President Mr. Jitendra

Doshi said that unneces-
sary provisions of impris-
onment under LMA are
always a major deterrent
and roadblock in ease of
doing business of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi.
Packed goods are deliv-
ered to traders by either
Manufacturer/Producer
or Importer and the
traders have no control
over the quality and quan-
tity of such products and
hence fixing a criminal li-
ability on the traders is
against the principle of
natural justice. If at all,
the liability is to be fixed,
then it should be levied on
t h e
Manufacturer/Producer
or the importer. Imposing
criminal sections is total-
ly unjustified. Therefore,

it is all the more neces-
sary to impose civil provi-
sions and not criminal
provisions on the traders.
It is to be known that
CAIT has been raising the
demand of keeping the
penal provisions in the
non-criminal category
under this law for a long
time. However, he agreed
that the retail customer
needs to assure that the
product purchased is au-
thentic and as per the
quantity displayed on the
packet/product and that
the price and quality of
the item is under the pa-
rameters of his spending.
The rights of the cus-
tomers should not be vio-
lated in any way, but the
traders should not be un-
necessarily punished for

this. Mr. Parwani & Mr.
Doshi   said that Union
Commerce Minister Shri
Piyush Goyal recently at a
Consumer Day event said
that about 60% of the
cases registered under
this law are under section
33 of the Act for use of un-
verified weights and
measures, 25% of them
for sale of non-standard
packaging and use of non-
standard weights and
measures, and 8-10% of
cases are covered under
section 25. This statistic
shows that the Act with
its rules like the Legal
Metrology (Packaged
Commodities) Rules, 2011
imposes excessive liabili-
ty on traders and is a
major hindrance in doing
business with ease.

CAIT strongly advocated decriminalisation of
penal provisions under Legal Metrology Act Raipur, May 10: A total of

four crore 4 lakh 4 thou-
sand 333 vaccines have
been administered in the
state of Chhattisgarh till
May 07 to prevent corona.
Out of these, 2 crore 18
lakh 11 thousand 092 vac-
cines have been adminis-
tered as first dose, one
crore 80 lakh 97 thousand
282 as second dose and
four lakh 95 thousand 959
vaccines as precaution
doses. In the state, 87 per-
cent of the population
above the age of 18 years
have been vaccinated
against corona.

At the same time, 51 per-
cent of adolescents aged 15
to 18 years have been vac-
cinated with both. In the

state, 1 lakh 78 thousand
760 children of 12 years to
14 years have also been
vaccinated. In the state,
one crore 70 lakh 82 thou-
sand 851 citizens above 18

years and eight lakh 35
thousand 671 adolescents
between 15 years and 18
years have been given both
doses of vaccine to pre-
vent corona.

Corona vaccination figure 
crosses 4 crore in the state 
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Bilaspur, May 10: The
five-day FDP program on
latest technology, organ-
ized by Institute of
Technology, Guru
Ghasidas University and
NITTTR Chandigarh, con-
cluded today. In this FDP
program organized by the
Department of Computer
Engineering, the knowl-
edge of teachers was up-
graded about the latest
technology IoT and re-
search of nanotechnology,
their various dimensions
and their use to solve daily
problems.

In the five-day FDP,
teachers participated at
the national level and lec-
tures were delivered by the
teachers of important in-
stitutes of the country like
NITTTR Chandigarh, NIT,
IITs, and Central and State
Universities. The lectures
covered many topics such
as the use of advanced
technology such as nan-

otechnology for advanced
antenna diagnosis, solu-
tion of various problems
by wireless sensor, artifi-
cial intelligence based ap-
plication through machine
learning, fundamentals of
nanotechnology, impor-
tance of internet of things
in areas such as social,
teaching, medical etc.

Vice-Chancellor Prof
Alok Chakrawal sent best
wishes for the successful
organization of FDP!
Registrar and patron of
the program, Shailendra
Kumar, advised to ensure
more such events! Dean
and Chief Convener, TV
Arjunan praised the FDPs
being organized continu-
ously by the Computer
Science Engineering
Department. At the end of
the program, the in-charge
Head of the Department,
Amit Baghel, expressed
his gratitude towards all.
All subject experts, partic-
ipants, and teachers of dif-
ferent departments were

present on this occasion.
The Chief Coordinator

of this national level FDP
was Professor TV Arjunan
and the subject coordina-
tors were Prof. Ashok
Kumar of NITTTR
Chandigarh, co-coordina-
tors Mr. Pushpendra
Kumar Chandra, Mr.
Satish Negi and Mrs.
Princy Mitlani. The pro-
gram outline and the sub-
ject material were selected
under the direction of Dr.
Alok Kushwaha, the Head
of the Department.

National level FDP’s
chief coordinator, Dean
TV Arjunan and subject
coordinator Prof Ashok
Kumar A Chhajjat
??Chandigarh, co-coordi-
nator Mr. Pushpendra
Kumar Chandra, Mr.
Satish Negi and Mrs.
Princy Mitlani then select-
ed the program’s outline
and subject material
under the direction of Dr.
Alok Kushwaha, the head
of the department.

Five-day FDP successfully
organized in CU
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Bilaspur, May 10: Guru
Ghasidas University
(Central University) Vice-
Chancellor, Prof. Alok
Kumar Chakrawal has
taken a resolution to real-
ize the innovative vision
of self-supporting
Chhattisgarh and for this,
a comprehensive action
plan is being prepared, re-
garding which a meeting
was called on 4 May 2022
at 10 a.m. under the chair-
manship of Hon’ble Vice-
Chancellor.

Vice-Chancellor Prof.
Chakrawal has started ef-
forts at a rapid pace to
give shape to this mega
action plan with the aim
of realizing the vision of

employable education,
skill development, and
self-reliant India con-
tained in the National
Education Policy 2020.
From the point of view of
the only Central
University of the state,
with a sense of social ac-
countability, and to bring
to realization the dream
and resolve of the overall
development of the local
youth and making a self-
supporting Chhattisgarh,
the Vice-Chancellor, Prof.
Chakrawal brainstormed
with experts associated
with the education world.

The Vice-Chancellor
said that the youth of the
state of Chhattisgarh
have immense potential.
In a self-reliant
Chhattisgarh, we have to
make them self-reliant by
developing and recogniz-
ing entrepreneurial quali-
ties and honing their tal-
ent through skill develop-

ment, emphasizing on
presentation skills. From
the day he assumed office,
the Vice-Chancellor has
been motivating the
youth to be active in the
field of entrepreneurship.
Young students should
not become job takers but
job creators.

In the meeting, he said
that no work is small or
big, but the person per-
forming that work deter-

mines the size, type, pres-
tige and reputation of the
work. Self-supporting stu-
dent contributes signifi-
cantly to the national
Gross Domestic Product
(GDP) along with the in-
terests of the society.

Under this resolution of
innovative initiative, the
students studying in the
university have to be mo-
tivated to work in the field
of entrepreneurship by
providing them basic in-
formation about startups
from the first year itself.
The student will not be a
burden on anyone during
the study period as he
will be endowed with self-
reliance, courage and in-
telligence skills for future
challenges.

Subject experts relat-
ed to the university and
industry will share infor-
mation about the
specifics entrepreneur-
ship with the students

along with making them
aware of the limitless
possibilities present in
the field of entrepreneur-
ship. In the meeting, it
was decided to work in
coordination with the in-
stitute and the industry.

In order to realize the
vision of a self-reliant
Chhattisgarh, the Central
University will make nec-
essary changes in the syl-
labi, in consultation with
Central Universities CII,
FICCI, ASSOCHAM,
District Industries
Centre, District
Industries Association,
CA, CS, ICWA, MSMEs
and as per the industry-
wise needs. In the meet-
ing, emphasis was laid on
coordination at state and
central level and renewal
of university infrastruc-
ture for successful imple-
mentation of self-sup-
porting Chhattisgarh
scheme.

‘CU’s resolve to make a self-supporting Ch’garh’: Chakrawal
‘CU and industry
together will realize
the resolution’

Raipur, May 10: In this
hot summer when power
demand has reached its
peak, power plants run by
Chhattisgarh State Power
Generation Company are
running with their full ca-
pacity and in the month of
April all the plants gave
their best production. In
April PLF was 83.83% and
among 33 state run power
plants in the country it
stood at second position.

The power demand in
state has touched 5300 MW
and as per the report of
National Power Portal, all
the plants of CGSPGCL
are working with full ca-
pacity. As compared to
PLF recorded in March
which was  79.74% , PLF
recorded in April was 4%
more. The average PLF of
33 state run power plants
is 69.26%.

From April 01-30, DSPM
plant recorded 98.21% PLF
while in March it was
97.37%. Korba(W) 840 MW
plant recorded 73.20 %
PLF in April against
62.39% PLF in March. In
the same way Korba W
Extension 500 MW record-
ed 97.54% PLF in April
against  90.92% PL in
March.

Generation Company
power plants stand 
second in country 

Priyanka wins
Miss India 2022

crown

Raipur, May 10: The re-
cently concluded Fashion
Affinity Miss India 2022
competition in Goa was
won by Priyanka Sharma
of Raipur. Out of 21 con-
testants in the final round,
Priyanka was declared
winner. She also won Miss
Photogenic Face title. Her
success has been hailed by
Rakesh Sharma, Nirmala
Sharma, Minder Saluja
and others.
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Raipur, May 10: Chief
Minister Bhupesh
Baghel on Saturday
reached Kudargarh vil-
lage of Bhatgaon assem-
bly constituency as a
part of his meet and
greet campaign. During
the ‘Jan Chaupal’,
Harilal, a resident of
Gadaipara, told Chief
Minister that a total of 25
families of his area had
to travel long distance of
nearly 16 km, passing via
hilly terrain, to reach
Kudargarh to get their

share of ration from the
ration shop. This takes
about two and a half
hours. Sometimes, they
even have to take anoth-
er long and difficult
route of about 35 km,
walking along rocky
roads, crossing rivers
and streams.

He urged the Chief
Minister that his village
should be connected
with the nearby Gram
Panchayat Ghudai so
that they can get ration
easily and the villagers
do not face any difficul-
ties. To redress his prob-
lem, Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel immedi-
ately instructed officials
concerned to add the
names of all beneficiar-
ies in the ration shop
near their village. Urban
Administration and
Development Minister
Dr Shiv Kumar Dahriya,
Parliamentary Secretary
Paras Nath Rajwade and
Additional Chief
Secretary Subrat Sahoo
were also present on the
occasion.

Raipur, May 10: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
on Saturday reached
Pratappur Community
Health Center as part of
his meet and greet cam-
paign (Bhent-Mulaqat
Abhiyan). He inaugurated
newly constructed 20-bed
Covid-19 ward here built at
a cost of Rs 32 lakh.
Baghel inspected all the

basic facilities available
for the treatment of Covid
patients in the ward. He
also interacted with the
patients and inquired
about the medical facili-
ties available. The officials
told the Chief Minister
that patients of common
ailments can also be ad-
mitted in this ward. Urban
Administration and
Development Minister Dr.
Shiv Kumar Dahriya, and
School Education
Minister Dr Premsai
Singh Tekam along with
other officials and employ-
ees were also present on
this occasion.

Now Gadaipara residents no
longer have to travel long 

distances to get their ration

Ration will be
available in a
nearby village

Baghel inaugurates newly-built Covid-19 ward
at Pratappur Community Health Center

Interacts with
patients, inquires
about medical facil-
ities available in the
center

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, May 10: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel

on Saturday reached vil-
lage Kudargarh in
Bhatgaon assembly con-
stituency of Surajpur dis-
trict on the day four of his
meet and greet campaign.
On this occasion, he inau-
gurated development
works worth Rs 1 crore 2
lakh and performed
‘Bhoomipujan’ of works
worth Rs 1 crore 43 lakh.

Chief Minister inaugu-
rated the Dharsedi
Primary Health Center
built at a cost of Rs 74 lakh
and the Inderpur Sub
Health Center building
constructed at a cost of Rs
28 lakh. Besides, he laid
foundation stone for vari-
ous construction works in-
cluding construction of
culvert in Kera Chhariya
Nallah, Parasia to Rampur
approach road and culvert
on Bagaiha nallah worth
about Rs 46.38 lakh and
culvert construction on
Iranala on Bilaspur to
Irapara access road worth
about Rs 49.99 lakh. Urban
Administration and
Development Minister Dr.
Shiv Kumar Dahriya,
MLA Mr. Paras Nath
Rajwade, Additional Chief
Secretary Subrat Sahoo
were also present on the
occasion.

‘Bhent-Mulaqat Abhiyan’ Day 4 :
Baghel visits village Kudargarh

Inaugurates
Dharsedi Primary
Health Center and
Inderpur Sub
Health Center

Raipur, May 10:
Expanding its footprint in
Eastern India, Eicher
Trucks & Buses, a business
unit of VE Commercial
Vehicles, inaugurated a
brand new Eicher 3S
(Sales, Service and Spares)
outlet of our dealer GK
Automotive Pvt Ltd. in
R a j n a n d g a o n ,
Chhattisgarh. This state-of-
the-art facility built on an
area of 30,000 sq ft is fully
equipped with a multi-bay
workshop and fully stocked
spare parts centre. The
dealership is located on the
prominent NH 6 that con-
nects Kolkata and Mumbai

and is near Transport
Nagar to serve major trans-
porters of Rajnandgaon.
GK Automotive Pvt Ltd.
aims to serve the varied
needs of Eicher customers
complementing the fast-
paced mining, energy pro-
duction and manufactur-
ing industries in the re-
gion.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Ramesh Rajagopalan,
SVP, Sales & Marketing,
Aftermarket, VECV, said,
“Chhattisgarh, with its
wealth of natural re-
sources, is a significant

producer of electricity
from both thermal and hy-
droelectric sources, and
home to a thriving mining
and metals production in-
dustry that demands effi-
cient and modern trucks
and buses with guaranteed
uptime. With a view to bet-
ter serve this area’s trans-
portation needs, our dealer,
GK Automotive Pvt Ltd.,
has opened 5 touch-points
over the past few years.
Our stronger service net-
work ensures heightened
product and service experi-
ence to address the strin-

gent needs of Eicher cus-
tomers operating in the
power sector and in trans-
portation of minerals like
coal, aluminium, man-
ganese, gold, copper among
others.”

Eicher Trucks and
Buses, a business unit of
VECV, offers one of the
widest product ranges,
from 4.9-55 Ton GVW
trucks and 12-72-seater
buses. All these products
are produced on Eicher’s
most innovative BSVI solu-
tion - EUTECH6 which of-
fers the most reliable en-
gine technology and best in
class fuel efficiency. Eicher
takes pride in being the
first player to introduce a
100% connected range of
vehicles with advanced
telematics solution- Eicher
Live. The products are en-
abled by the industry-first
Eicher Uptime Centre, and
segment-specific benefits
such as enhanced logistical
efficiency in e-commerce,

superior uptime in con-
struction and mining as
well as passenger safety in
buses. The company has
the widest range of Heavy-
Duty trucks in the indus-
try. VE Commercial
Vehicles Limited (VECV)
is a joint venture between
the Volvo Group and
Eicher Motors Limited. In
operation since August
2008, the company includes
the complete range of
Eicher branded trucks and
buses, Volvo Buses, exclu-
sive distribution of Volvo
Trucks in India, engine
manufacturing and ex-
ports for Volvo Group, non-
automotive engines and
Eicher component busi-
ness. A multi-brand, multi-
division company, backed
by innovative products &
services, VECV today, is
recognized as an industry
leader for modernizing
commercial transportation
in India and the developing
world.

Eicher inaugurates a new state of the art dealership in Rajnandgaon
Serving Eicher
Truck and Bus
Customers in
Rajnandgaon and
Chhattisgarh

Expands presence
in Eastern India
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Bilaspur, May 10:

Collector Bilaspur
Saransh Mittar conducted
inspection of Swamy
Atmanand Government
English Medium School
(SAGEMS) and Hindi
Medium School here on
Thursday, along with
team of officers from
Nagar Nigam and School
Education Department.
They visited Schools in
Lingiyadih and expressed
annoyance over slow pace
of work and about quality
in the construction work
by Asst. Engineer of
Nagar Nigam SK Manik
and directed the
Municipal Commissioner
to issue show cause no-
tice. Further he direced
the Municipal authorities
to carry out necessary re-
pair works and beautifica-
tion of the historical
building of Government
Multipurpose HS School
in city without causing
any damage to its original
structure. CEO District

Panchayat Harish S and
Municipal Commissioner
Ajay Tripathi were also
present on the occasion.

Collector Dr Saransh
Mittar said that both
SAGEMS and Hindi medi-
um school are prestigious
projects of the state gov-
ernent and no compro-
mise will be accepted in
the quality and services to
be provided to the school
children and in the con-
struction work. During in-

spection of SAGEMS in
Lingiyadih, Collector di-
rected to carry out repair
of doors, windows on
time and complete works
of library, computer lab,
paver blocks in the
ground, landscaping and
others works of beautifi-
cation within stipulated
time. Dr Saransh Mittar
also conducted inspection
of newly proposed
Multipurpose and Lal
Bahadur Shastri

Atmanand Schools and di-
rected to provide basic fa-
cilities and boundary wall
constru ction in the
Multipurpose School to
the officers. Dr Mittar
said that Multipurpose
School is the ancient her-
itage of the city and it is
by keeping its original
structure intact it should
be re-decorated. He also
inspected the science
models by the students in
the ‘Atal Tinkering Lab’ in
the School and expressed
happiness and motivated
children to move forward.

In the same way, Dr
Mittar inspected Lal
Bahadur Shastri new pro-
posed English Medium
School and directed to en-
sure all basic amenities in
the school. Collector
asked to carry out neces-
sary cleaning in the prem-
ises and plant saplings in
the open space. On this oc-
casion DEO DK Kaushik,
Asst. Director Chopde and
other officers were pres-
ent.

Mittar expresses annoyance 
over quality and pace of work

During visit to SAGEMS in Lingiyadih Kondagaon, May 10:  

Government Employees
Welfare Association con-
ducted its state level an-
nual convention, general
meeting and workshop in
which Krishna Kumar
Navrang was elected un-
opposed as the state presi-
dent. The process of elec-
tion of the state president
was kept during the annu-
al session, in which
Krishna Kumar Navrang
was again given the re-
sponsibility of the state
unanimously. Krishna
Kumar Navrang after re-
elected as the state presi-
dent said, “I will raise the

voice of the legitimate de-
mands of the government
employees and the inter-
ests of the reserved class-
es at the state level, the de-
mand for following the
reservation roster in pro-
motion will continue. Our
faith is in the Indian
Constitution. surely it
will be fulfilled.” On this
occasion, District

President of Government
Employees Welfare
Association Narsingh Dev
Manavi, State Secretary
Narendra Jangde,
Ghanshyam Kaushale,
MK Rana, Deputy
Provincial President
Bhola Markam,
Kondagaon District
Coordinator Birendra
Netam, Dhanpat Netam,

Suresh Netam, Sukhman
Netam, Jaynath Netam. ,
Brij Nag, Bharat Korram,
Dhansai Netam, Jhitku
Markam, Vinod Achla,
Rainu Achla, Shriram
Kashyap, Sudan Korram,
Charan Singh Markam,
Mukesh Nareti, Narendra
Baghel, Umakant Netam,
congratulated him on re-
election.

Krishna Kumar elected state president
 Of Govt Employees

Welfare Association

KKoonnddaaggaaoonn,,  MMaayy  1100:: Local MLA
Mohan Markam during his visit
to the Legislative Assembly, on
the demand of the villagers,
under the Prime Minister’s
Agricultural Irrigation Scheme,
inaugurated the work in the
water set development compo-
nent, construction of drain,
construction of soaking
peat, villages of the catchment

area- Moolmula, Nevta ,Bafna
,Farsgaonbeda,Khutdobra,Kok
odi,Khadka Simultaneously, a
training program was launched
in village Nevata and Moolmula
under National Agricultural
Extension and Technology
Mission. In this program,
District Panchayat Vice
President and farmers were
present.

Markam inaugurates construction works

G a u r e l a - P e n d r a -
Marwahi, May10:
Bilaspur Commissioner
Dr. Sanjay Alang inspect-
ed the revenue works
conducted in Marwahi
tehsil an during the in-
spection, the revenue
works of Marwahi Sub -
Divisional Officer,
Revenue Office, Court
Tehsildar and Executive
Magistrate Marwahi
were inspected by him.

During the inspection,
Commissioner Dr.
Sanjay Alang has direct-
ed the revenue officers
to become farmer friend-
ly and remove the prob-
lems of the farmers,

with priority. The total
number of cases regis-
tered in the revenue of-
fices and their present
status was inquired by
the officer, while also in-
specting the cases of
fine, map allocation,
criminal case, diversion,
land acquisition case,
WBN case, B-series, C-se-
ries register, service ver-
ification, cash book, es-
tablishment, service re-
port etc.

Instructions were
given to solve the prob-
lems of farmers and vil-
lagers coming to the of-
fice premises expedi-
tiously. Along with this,

the divisional commis-
sioner also discussed
with the lawyers who
came to the revenue of-
fices, on which the
lawyers put their prob-
lems in front of the divi-
sional commissioner
and demanded to get all
the work done at the sec-
tion level in the section
itself.

Similarly, the
Commissioner listened
to the problems of vari-
ous villagers who came
to the revenue office and
directed the concerned
officers to solve them at
the earliest. Bilaspur
commissioner distrib-
uted Kisan book to
Shama Parveen,
Kamalabai, Vipin Rai
etc. and distribution of
maps to other beneficiar-
ies’ too. Present were
District Collector Ms.
Richa Prakash
Choudhary, Additional
Collector Mr. B C. Ekka,
Sub-Divisional Officer
Revenue Marwahi Shri
Dev Singh Uike and
other officials.

Commissioner Alang 
inspects Revenue Department

Rajim,May 10: A young
ascetic, Acharya Shankar,
by traveling on foot from
south to north, east to west
and also in non-India coun-
tries, transformed and es-
tablished the Vedanta reli-
gion into a ritual religion
and established four Maths
Sringeri, Jyotirmath,
Govardhan and Sharda
Maths in all four directions
of India in order to re-es-
tablish Hinduism in the
eternal Vedic ideal. He
made tireless efforts to tie
the Sanatan Hindu society
in the unbroken thread of
unity. The above were said
by Pt. Tarun Puri, in the
Adi Shankaracharya
Parakatya Utsav organized
by Chhattisgarh Sanathan
Dasnam Goswami Samaj.
Chief Guest of the pro-
gram Mahant Surendra
Puri in his address said
that Acharya Shankar was
not only a talented philoso-
pher, but he was a poet of
truth,and being awake to
Aparokshanbhuti was the
most important feature of
his life. Special guest
patron of the program
Lillar Puri said, Adi

Shakracharya had estab-
lished the Dashnami sect.
Giri, Parvat, Sagar, Puri,
Bharati, Saraswati, Van,
Aranya, Tirtha and
Ashram, and
Shankaracharya tradition
is being carried forward by
these Dashnamis,therefore
Dasanama Goswami is
considered the spiritual
successor of
Shankaracharya. Umesh
Bharti Goswami, the state
president of the society,
who is presiding over the
function, said that “Lord
Shankaracharya is the Sun
of Sanatan Dharma, he
has renovated many tem-
ples and Shaktipeeths all
over the country, the phi-
losophy and values ??he
has left for the society, that

is eternal.Giving detailed
information about the so-
cial building under con-
struction in Mahadevghat,
conference convenor
Raipur District President
Vedapuri Goswami, in his
remarks, called upon the
social people to cooperate
with the construction of
the building to preserve the
memory of their ancestors.
The names of donors and
their ancestors will be per-
manently inscribed in the
inscription, he said.
Anupama Goswami,
Pemendra Giri, Narendra
Puri, Toshan Giri and
Sudha Goswami, Pokhraj
Ban and many others were
present. Special talents of
the society were also hon-
ored in the program.

Shankaracharya made tireless efforts
to thread Hindu society: Pt Puri

Jagdalpur, May 10: 

Akhil Bharatiya
Kshatriya Mahasabha on
May 09, celebrated the
birth anniversary of
Maharana Pratap by wor-
shipping the statue of
great warrior at Lal Bagh.
The members by garland-
ing the statue of Maharana
Pratap and lighting the cer-
emonial lamp remembered
this great warrior. Later
sharbat was distributed
among the people and in
the evening along with

worshipping at Maharana
Pratap Chowk members
took part in a plantation
drive. In the evening
Godhan Manas Mandali re-
cited Sunder Kand and
gifts were distributed to the
children.

The president of Akhil
Bharatiya Kshatriya
Mahasabha threw light on
the life of Maharana
Pratap. On this occasion
Dileep Kushwaha, Shakti
Singh Chauhan, Brajesh
Singh Bhadoria and others
were present.

482nd birth anniversary of
Maharana Pratap observed

Jagdalpur, May 10:
Women and Child
Development Minister Mrs
Anila Bhediya on a two-day
stay in Bastar, made a sur-
prise visit to the
Anganwadis of the district.
She inspected the
Anganwadis and took stock
of the implementation of
the schemes of the govern-
ment at the field level. Mrs
Bhendia has said that im-
proving the nutritional sta-
tus of women and children
is one of the priorities of
the government and the
state government is making
every effort to make Bastar
region malnutrition free.
Smt. Bhendia directed im-
mediate suspension of the
supervisor and issued no-
tice to the group if any dis-
order was found during the

inspection of the develop-
ment block Lohandiguda,
Takaraguda Anganwadi
Center, and directed to take
strict action. She has said
that no negligence will be
tolerated by the officers and
employees in taking the
benefits of government
schemes to the beneficiar-
ies and strict action will be
taken against the con-

cerned in case of negli-
gence. Mrs Bhendia also
reached Anganwadi center
Karanji of Tokapal develop-
ment block and took stock
of the arrangements. Along
with this, the Minister also
did a surprise inspection of
Ayatupara Anganwadi
Center of Gram Panchayat
Bastanar. In view of the
cleanliness and other irreg-

ularities during the inspec-
tion, Mrs Bhendia directed
the officers to rectify the
arrangements. Director of
Women and Child
Development Department,
Divya Mishra along with of-
ficers of the Directorate
were also present on the oc-
casion. It is noteworthy that
before the visit of Minister
Mrs Bhendia, two officers
have reached the districts of
Bastar region to take stock
of the implementation of
the schemes at the field
level. These officers will re-
port the assessment of the
situation in the plains to
Mrs. Bhendia. On the basis
of the report, the Minister
of Women and Child
Development will review
the schemes and give neces-
sary instructions.

WCD Minister conducts surprise inspection

Masturi, May 10:

Santosh Singh Thakur,
the newly appointed district
president of Chhattisgarh
Shramjeevi Journalists
Association, was jointly
honored by Chhattisgarh
State Information

C o m m i s s i o n e r
Dhanvendra Jaiswal, sen-
ior state vice president and
former president of
Bilaspur Press Club, Tilak
Raj Saluja and Bilaspur
Press Club president
Virendra Gahwai. On this
occasion, State General

Secretary of Chhattisgarh
Working Journalists
Association Vishwadeepak
Rai, Bilaspur District
Secretary Ganga
Manikpuri, Qazi
Shahabuddin Ansari,
Durga Prajapati and other
journalists were present.

Santosh Singh receives honours

G a u r e l a - P e n d r a -
Marwahi, May 10:
Chhattisgarh Vidhan
Sabha Calling Attention
on Information Number
255 by MLA Gulab Kamro
Member of Legislative
Assembly, Panchayat and
Rural Development
Minister, Government of
Chhattisgarh, under MN-
REGA scheme in
Gauraila forest area of
??Marwahi forest division
Pendra Road, under MN-
REGA scheme in the year
2019-20 and in the year
2020-21, has asked for ac-
tion against employees
found guilty in financial

irregularities. In the case
of embezzlement of gov-
ernment funds due to se-
rious financial irregulari-
ties in stop dam construc-
tion works, the announce-
ment of suspension of 15
officers and employees
was made in the House on
21/03/2022. The above 15
officers and employees in-
clude one Chief
Executive Officer, District
Panchayat and 14 officers
and employees of Forest
Department, in which 2
officers have retired, the
remaining 12 officers and
employees are suspended
in the House after 1

month. Under the letter
number 326/2022/4220
dated 22/04/2022 of the
G u a r d i a n
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,
Chhattisgarh, Raipur, the
Chief Forest Conservator,
Bilaspur Circle and
Forest Division Officer
Pendra road, the proceed-
ings of suspension came
late.It may be known that
on 04/03/2022, the Forest
Divisional Officer
Marwahi Forest Division
Pendra Road has suspend-
ed three beat guards of
Khodari Forest Range re-
spectively, Suryamandi
Mishra, Dilip Kumar

Kaushik, and Shravan
Kumar Sharma due to
negligence in official duty
and misbehavior with
common citizens. Their
headquarters were shift-
ed from Khodri region to
Gaurela, Pendra and
Marwahi region respec-
tively,but suspended offi-
cers and employees guilty
in the case of MNREGA
after the suspension, still
in the headquarters in the
same zone itself
(Gourela) raises a serious
question mark on the im-
partiality of the senior of-
ficers of the department.
This has been done sys-

tematically to save the
culprits suspended by the
senior forest officers. It is
noteworthy that it was
told by the forest employ-
ees working in the forest
division that a clerk work-
ing in the Marwahi forest
division Pendra Road has
been given additional
charge of the vacant
beats as a result of sus-
pension from 25 to 30 kilo-
meters away by taking Rs
per beat guard. The forest
staff also states that there
appears to be a systematic
attempt by the senior offi-
cers of the department to
re-post the suspended offi-

cers and employees to
their former positions
after reinstatement from
suspension.

Hqs not shifted of suspended forest staff

What official says….
“Suspended employ-

ees are kept away from
the field so that they do
not affect the investiga-
tion, this information
has come to my notice,
and the forest division
will take necessary ac-
tion and send special
staff to the field.”

Rajesh Chandele,
CCF, Bilaspur

INTERNATIONAL NURSES DAY

Nurses of Masina Hospital pose for photos during a music therapy session organised by Furtados School of Music
ahead of the upcoming International Nurses Day, in Mumbai, Tuesday.

BUS TOPPLED

Police personnel and locals gather after a bus rammed into a shop and toppled on its course on Karamana
Kanyakumari National Highway, at Pallichal in Thiruvananthapuram, Tuesday.

Many pockets of Mumbai plunge into
darkness in another power outage

Mumbai, May 10 (PTI):

Many pockets of
Mumbai plunged into
darkness on Monday
evening in a power out-
age caused by what was
termed as a “technical
fault”.

The outage comes
amid a series of disrup-
tions in power supply
faced by the financial
capital over the last
month amid a severe
shortage of electricity
that has forced the state
discom MSEDCL to ini-
tiate load-shedding in
several parts of
Maharashtra.

Suburbs like Bandra,
Santacruz and
Chembur, and pockets
in central Mumbai
such as Dadar reported
the outage for over 15
minutes starting at 2130
hrs.

Adani Electricity

Mumbai said 1.8 lakh
consumers serviced by it
were impacted because
rival Tata Power’s equip-
ment failed at the
Dharavi receiving sta-
tion.

Tata Power sought to
shift the blame on the
Maharashtra State
Electricity Transmission
Company, claiming
power tripping lasted for
around 7 minutes.

There was an incident
of power tripping today
for a very short time
(around 7 minutes) due to
tripping of 220kV MSET-
CL OLTS protection at
their Trombay Receiving
Station, giving shutdown
to 160MW load at Tata
Power’s Dharavi
Receiving Station, an offi-
cial spokesperson said.

About ten days ago, the
state-run Brihanmumbai
Electric Supply and
Transport (BEST) under-

taking, which had wit-
nessed several outages in
areas serviced by it, had
said the ongoing heat-
wave is leading to extra
demand from consumers
which is resulting in dis-
ruptions as supply is not
being able to keep pace
with demand.

Due to large increase
in the temperature, peo-
ple are using ACs and
fans more, resulting in
heavy demand and con-
sumption of electricity
suddenly.

This may affect net-
work and generates cable
or feeder faults across is-
land city, a spokesperson
for the civic body-run un-
dertaking had said.

The city has suffered
outages in February this
year and multiple times
over the last month ever
since the state govern-
ment admitted to a short-
fall of about 3,000 MW.

Union minister asks agri research institutes
to take innovations to farmers

Gangtok, May 10 (PTI):

Union Minister Shobha
Karandlaje on Monday
urged all research insti-
tutes to coordinate with
each other in terms of
their ongoing research
projects for providing opti-
mal benefit to all involved
in farming activities.

The use of the latest
agricultural innovations
by farmers will go a long
way in realising Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
vision to “double the in-
come of cultivators”.

“All research institutes
should coordinate with
each other in such a man-
ner that benefits should
reach the last person en-
gaged in farming activi-
ties across the country,”
she said after inaugurat-
ing the new building com-

plex of multi technology
testing centre and voca-
tional training centre at
the College of
Agricultural Engineering
and Post Harvest
Technology at Ranipool
near the state capital.

This will effectively en-
hance the quality of farm
produce and bring about
speedy economic uplift-
ment to the growers, said
Karandlaje, the minister
of state for agriculture
and farmers’ welfare.

She hailed the farmers
of Sikkim for being flag-
bearers in organic farm-
ing and said the state gov-
ernment should make ef-
forts to ensure quick de-
livery of benefits under
the Prime Minister Kisan
Samman Nidhi Yojna to
the cultivators in the
state.

India will need around 1 lakh drone
pilots in coming years: Scindia

New Delhi, May 10 (PTI):

The central govern-
ment’s 12 ministries are
currently trying to boost
the indigenous demand for
drone services and India
will need approximately
one lakh drone pilots in
the coming years, Aviation
Minister Jyotiraditya
Scindia said on Tuesday.

“We are taking the
drone sector forward on
three wheels. The first
wheel is of policy. You
have seen how fast we are
implementing the poli-
cy,” Scindia said at a Niti
Aayog event.

The second wheel is to
create incentives, he said.

“The PLI (production
linked incentive) scheme,
which has been imple-

mented under the leader-
ship of Prime Minister,
will give fresh boost to
manufacturing and serv-
ices in drone sector,” he
added.

The PLI scheme came
in September 2021 as a
follow-through of the lib-
eralised Drone Rules,
2021, released by the min-
istry on August 25, 2021.

Scindia said the third
wheel is to create indige-
nous demand and the 12

ministries of the central
government have tried to
create this demand.

Today, a drone pilot can
be trained by being a 12th
class pass, no college de-
grees are required, he
said.

“With 2-3 months of
training, this person is in
his or her job as a drone
pilots with around Rs
30,000 per month salary,”
he noted.

“We need close to a
lakh drone pilots in the
years to come. So the op-
portunity is tremen-
dous,” he stated.

Scindia had on
September 16 last year
said that the Indian
drone industry will have
a total turnover of up to
Rs 15,000 crore by 2026.

India fully supportive of Sri Lanka’s democracy,
stability & economic recovery: MEA

New Delhi, May 10 (PTI):

India on Tuesday said it
is “fully supportive” of
Sri Lanka’s democracy,
stability and economic re-
covery, a day after the is-
land nation’s Prime
Minister Mahinda
Rajapaksa quit amid mas-
sive protests in the coun-
try over the government’s
handling of the economic
crisis.

External Affairs
Ministry Spokesperson
Arindam Bagchi said,
“India will always be
guided by the best inter-
ests of the people of Sri
Lanka expressed through
democratic processes.”

He was responding to

media queries on the de-
velopments in Sri Lanka.

“As a close neighbour of
Sri Lanka, with historical
ties, India is fully support-
ive of its democracy, sta-
bility and economic re-
covery,” Bagchi said.

He also mentioned the

assistance India provided
to help Sri Lanka deal
with the economic crisis.

“In keeping with our
Neighbourhood First pol-
icy, India has extended
this year alone support
worth over USD 3.5 bil-
lion to the people of Sri
Lanka for helping them
overcome their current
difficulties,” Bagchi said.

“In addition, the people
of India have provided as-
sistance for mitigating
the shortages of essential
items such as food, medi-
cine etc,” he said.

The island nation has
been witnessing wide-
spread protests in the last
few days. Angry protest-
ers clashed with police

and resorted to violence
in Colombo and some
other places.

The ancestral home of
the Rajapaksa family in
Hambantota was set on
fire by a group of anti-
government protestors.

Video footage showed
the entire house of
Rajapaksa and his
younger brother and
President Gotabaya
Rajapaksa in
Medamulana in
Hambantota city burn-
ing, according to a media
report on Monday.

Mahinda Rajapaksa re-
signed in the midst of
mass protests and deepen-
ing economic crisis in the
country.

Assam tackling illegal 
migration, Bengal is not: Shah
Guwahati, May 10 (PTI):

Union Home Minister
Amit Shah on Tuesday
while praising the BJP-led
Assam government for
strongly tackling illegal
migration, alleged that the
West Bengal government
was not cooperating with
the Centre in dealing with
the problem.

Addressing a public
rally to mark the first an-
niversary of the Himanta
Biswa Sarma-led NDA
government in Assam,
Shah said that Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
is committed to end the
problem of infiltration but
claimed ‘’Bengal is not co-
operating with the cen-
tre’’. ‘’On the other hand,
Assam is standing rock-
solid behind the centre
and is fighting the prob-
lem strongly with result
evident in the remarkable
decrease in illegal infiltra-

tion’’, Shah said.
The home minister said

that he had visited the
Indo-Bangladesh border at
Mankachar in Assam on
Monday and ‘’the data re-
veals that during the last
six years, infiltration has
declined considerably and
we hope to completely end
it soon’’.

Referring to the earlier
rampant cattle smuggling
to Bangladesh through
Assam, Shah said that
Sarma’s government has
ensured that all doors in
the state has been closed

for cattle smugglers.
Allegations of illegal

migration form an impor-
tant part of the political
narrative in this border
state, where the issue led
to a prolonged agitation in
the 1980s leading to the
Assam accord which
promised to identify `for-
eigners’ and de-franchise
them.

Since then, the issue has
been taken up by the NDA
which has promised to
bring a National Register
for Citizens which would
exclude illegal migrants.
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BRIEF

Woman hangs self
i Kanpur (UP): A

woman who was ac-
cused of theft alleged-
ly committed suicide
by hanging herself
from the bathroom
ceiling at a state-run
shelter home in
Kanpur in Uttar
Pradesh where she
was lodged by police.
Sudama (32), a resi-
dent of Magarwara
Unnao, worked as a
domestic help and
was accused of steal-
ing gold jewellery
from her employer’s
house. She was called
to the Nawabganj po-
lice station for ques-
tioning. She was
lodged at the shelter
home and asked to
come to the police sta-
tion again on Monday
for questioning.
However, in the morn-
ing, she was found
dead inside the bath-
room.

Summer rains 
i Chennai: Heavy

overnight rains
lashed Chennai and
its neighbourhoods on
Tuesday, bringing
respite to citizens
from the scorching
May temperatures.
Sharp showers that
started in the wee
hours of Tuesday con-
tinued in the morning
here, impacting office-
goers, even as some
low-lying areas suf-
fered due to water
stagnation.

Man held 
i Sambhal (UP): A

man was held for al-
legedly making objec-
tionable comments
against Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi on social media,
police said on
Tuesday. Irfan
Hussain of Darani vil-
lage in Kudh
Fatehgarh area was
arrested following a
complaint by BJP
workers,
Superintendent of
Police Chakresh
Mishra said. Hussain
was booked under sec-
tions 67 (transmitting
obscene material) and
153 A (spreading
disharmony among
people) of the
Information
Technology Act for
the Facebook post, po-
lice said.

Unity’ bus service
i Aizawl: Mizoram

Chief Minister
Zoramthanga has said
his government will
make more efforts to
improve road connec-
tivity with neighbour-
ing states, as he
flagged off a bus serv-
ice to Tripura from
Aizawl. The unity’ bus
service will operate
between Aizawl and
Behliangchhip town
in Jampui Hills of
Tripura North dis-
trict. It would be avail-
able from Aizawl
every Monday and
Thursday, and every
Tuesday and Friday
from Behlianchhip.

Heatwave spell
i New Delhi: The mini-

mum temperature in
the city settled at 28
degrees Celsius on
Tuesday, with a fresh
spell of heatwave ex-
pected to sweep the
national capital start-
ing May 11. The rela-
tive humidity at 8:30
AM on Tuesday stood
at 61 per cent, accord-
ing to data shared by
the India
Meteorological
Department (IMD).
On Monday, the
Safdarjung
Observatory, Delhi’s
base station, recorded
a maximum tempera-
ture of 40 degrees
Celsius, a notch above
normal for this time
of the year.

Civic official suspended over obscene
dance programme at fair in MP

Bhopal, May 10 (PTI):

The Madhya Pradesh
government has sus-
pended Mandsaur’s
chief municipal officer
in connection with an
alleged obscene dance
performed by some peo-
ple at an animal fair or-
ganised by the local
civic body, an official
said on Tuesday.

A video of the pur-
ported dance pro-
gramme, held on
Sunday evening during
the ‘Maa Mahishasur
Mardini Devi Mela’ in
Shamgarh town, some
70 km from the
Mandsaur district head-
quarters, surfaced on
social media platforms.

In the clip, a woman
was seen dancing to the
tune of an obscene
song. The pictures of
state cabinet minister
Hardeep Singh Dang
and Maa Mahishasur
Mardini Devi were seen
on a banner in the back-
ground.

After the incident,
Dang had written a let-
ter to state Urban
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n
Minister Bhupendra
Singh demanding ac-
tion against Mandsaur’s
chief municipal officer
Nasir Ali Khan, saying
“the programme hurt
the religious sentiments
of people.

S u b s e q u e n t l y,
Mandsaur collector was

asked to submit a report
over the matter.

Based on the report,
Ujjain’s Divisional
Commissioner Sandeep
Yadav issued an order
on Monday to suspend
Khan, the official said.

The suspension order
said, The pictures of
Maa Mahishasur
Mardini Devi and elect-
ed representatives were
displayed on the stage
where the obscene
dance was organised.
An orchestra pro-
gramme was allowed
freely by the chief mu-
nicipal officer, Nasir Ali
Khan, without knowing
its outline. This shows
the official’s careless-
ness.

Right-wing group recites
Hanuman Chalisa outside
Qutub Minar; 30 detained

New Delhi, May 10 (PTI):

Members of a right-wing
group on Tuesday recited
the Hanuman Chalisa out-
side the Qutub Minar com-
plex and staged a protest de-
manding that the iconic
monument here be renamed
‘Vishnu Stambha’.

At least 30 demonstrators
have been detained and
taken to a police station,
from where they will be re-
leased later, a senior official
said.

“They were detained be-
cause they cannot protest in
the middle of the road caus-
ing traffic snarls, thereby
creating inconvenience for
commuters,” the police offi-
cial said. International
working president of the

United Hindu Front,
Bhagwan Goyal, claimed
that the Qutub Minar is the
‘Vishnu Stambha’, which
was built by the “great king
Vikramaditya”.

“But later, Qutubuddin
Aibak claimed credit for it.
There were 27 temples in the
complex and those were de-
stroyed by Aibak. Proof of
all this is available as people
can find idols of Hindu gods
kept in the Qutub Minar
complex. Our demand is
that Qutub Minar should be
called as Vishnu Stambha,”
he told PTI. The protestors
chanted ‘Jai Shri Ram’, re-
cited the Hanuman Chalisa
and displayed placards read-
ing “Qutub Minar should be
called Vishnu Stambha”,
after the Hindu God Vishnu.

External Affairs
Ministry Spokesperson
Arindam Bagchi
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GROUP SELFIE

Visitors take a group selfie outside the National Assembly (back) before the inaugu-
ration ceremony of South Korea’s new president Yoon Suk-yeol in Seoul on Tuesday.

BRIEF
2 journalists killed

Mexico City: Two
journalists were shot
to death in Mexico’s
Gulf coast state of
Veracruz on Monday,
state prosecutors said.
The Veracruz State
Prosecutor’s Office
said via Twitter that it
was investigating the
killings of Yessenia
Mollinedo Falconi
and Sheila Johana
Garc a Olivera, the di-
rector and a reporter,
respectively, of the on-
line news site El Veraz
in Cosoleacaque. They
are the 10th and 11th
journalists killed in
Mexico this year.
Veracruz State
Prosecutor Veronica
Hernandez Giadans
said the investigation
would be exhaustive,
including considering
their journalism work
as a motive in their
killing.

Dozens killed
Kinshasa (Congo):
Rebels in eastern
Congo attacked a vil-
lage near a mine in
Ituri province, killing
at least 52 people, gov-
ernment officials
said. Fighters with
the group known as
CODECO attacked the
town of Kablangete
on Sunday, said Jean-
Pierre Bikilisende,
the mayor of
Mongwalu, which is 7
km (4 miles) away. In
addition to those
killed, 100 civilians
were missing,
Bikilisende said.
Congo’s government
condemned the
killings as a barbaric
and cowardly act of
CODECO terrorists
on innocent popula-
tions,” Congo’s
Ministry of
Communications said
in a statement. The
government said it is
determined to restore
peace in the region.

China cargo craft 
Beijing: A Chinese
cargo vessel docked
with the country’s
under-construction
space station on
Tuesday ahead of a
new three-person
crew expected to ar-
rive next month. The
Tianzhou-4 space-
craft was slung into
space atop a Long
March-7 Y5 rocket at
1:56 am from the
Wenchang Launch
Base in the southern
island province of
Hainan. State media
said it docked with
the station about
seven hours later.
The cargo vessel is
carrying supplies for
the next crew’s six-
month stay, along
with research equip-
ment and spare parts
for maintaining the
station.

Laos reopens 
Bangkok: The land-
locked Southeast
Asian nation of Laos
reopened to tourists
and other visitors on
Monday, more than
two years after it im-
posed tight restric-
tions to fight the coro-
navirus.
Thipphakone
Chanthavongsa, head
of the government’s
agency for controlling
COVID-19, announced
on Saturday the re-
opening date, the last
in a three-phase plan,
state news agency
KPL reported. She
said vaccination cer-
tificates or virus tests
will still be required
for Lao citizens and
foreigners entering
the country.
Travellers 12 years of
age or older without
vaccination certifi-
cates must be able to
show negative ATK
tests taken within 48
hours of departure
for Laos.

Washington, May 10 (PTI):

Russian forces are com-
mitting war crimes and
atrocities in Ukraine as
they engage in a brutal
war that is causing im-
mense suffering and need-
less destruction, the White
House has said.

Addressing reporters at
her daily news conference
on Monday, White House
Press Secretary Jen Psaki
said the US is continuing
to do what it can to provide
support for Ukraine at this
pivotal moment — flowing
security, economic and hu-
manitarian assistance.

“Today, the President
(Joe Biden) signed the
Lend-Lease Act into law,

which adds to our suite of
tools as we provide
Ukraine with the weapons
and equipment they need,
Psaki said.

While President
(Vladimir) Putin and the
Russian people celebrated
Victory Day today, we are
seeing Russian forces com-
mit war crimes and atroci-
ties in Ukraine as they en-
gage in a brutal war that is
causing so much suffering
and needless destruction,
she said.

The Victory Day, Psaki
said, is supposed to be
about celebrating peace
and unity in Europe and
the defeat of Nazis in
World War-II.

“Instead, Putin is per-

verting history, changing
history to try — or at-
tempting to change it, I
should say — to justify his
unprovoked and unjusti-
fied war, which has
brought catastrophic loss
of life and immense
human suffering, she said.

A day earlier, Psaki said,
First Lady Jill Biden visit-
ed Ukraine in a historic
visit to meet with the First
Lady of Ukraine.

She did that purposeful-
ly on Mother’s Day to be
there and recognise the
sacrifices of so many
mothers during this time
in Ukraine and send an
important message of soli-
darity, she said.

Earlier in the day, the US

announced a new round of
actions to ratchet up the
pain on Putin.

This includes banning
US services that help
Russian elites and compa-
nies build wealth and
evade sanctions, addition-
al restrictions on a broad
range of inputs and prod-
ucts like bulldozers and in-
dustrial engines that Putin
needs for his military, and
sanctions on big execu-
tives at Russia’s largest
banks and Russian mili-
tary officials, Psaki said.

The US also sanctioned
the top three most-
watched TV stations in
Russia that bolster Putin’s
war by spreading his prop-
aganda.

Russian forces commit war crimes
and atrocities in Ukraine: US

Washington, May 10 (AP):

Taliban forces had taken
the Afghan capital.
Crowds of panicked peo-
ple thronged the airport.
And a young man who had
worked as a subcontractor
for the US military faced a
terrible choice.

Hasibullah Hasrat, after
having navigated the
chaotic streets and
Taliban checkpoints to
make it inside the airport,
could either go back for
his wife and two young
children or board an evac-
uation flight and get them
later. Not taking the flight
likely meant none of them
would get out of
Afghanistan. Hasrat’s de-
cision haunts him.

He is in the US, one of
more than 78,000 Afghans
admitted into the country
following the US troop
withdrawal in August that
ended America’s longest
war.

But his family hasn’t
been able to join him.

They’re still in
Afghanistan, where an
economic crisis has led to
widespread hunger and
where Taliban repression

is on the rise.
My wife is alone there,

he said, his voice breaking
as he describes nightly
phone calls home.

My son cries, asks
where I am, when am I
coming. And I don’t know
what to say.

It’s a reminder that the
journey for many of the
Afghans who came to the
United States in the his-
toric evacuation remains
very much a work in
progress, filled with uncer-
tainty and anxiety about
the future.

Afghan refugees, some
of whom faced possible

reprisals for working with
their government or
American forces during
the war with the Taliban,
say in interviews that they
are grateful to the US for
rescuing them and family
members.

But they are often strug-
gling to gain a foothold in
a new land, straining to
pay their bills as assis-
tance from the govern-
ment and resettlement
agencies starts to run out,
stuck in temporary hous-
ing, and trying to figure
out how to apply for asy-
lum because most of the
Afghans came under a

two-year emergency status
known as humanitarian
parole.

We are not sure what
may happen, said Gulsom
Esmaelzade, whose family
has been shuttled between
hotel rooms in the San
Diego area since January,
after spending three
months at a New Jersey
military base.

We don’t have anything
back at home in
Afghanistan and here we
also don’t have any future.

It’s taken a toll.
Esmaelzade said her moth-
er has had to be rushed
three times to the emer-
gency room when her
blood pressure shot up to
dangerous levels. The
younger woman attributes
it to the stress of their
lives.

Then there are more
mundane challenges that
are nonetheless daunting
for many Afghans. They
include learning English,
navigating government
bureaucracies and public
transportation, and find-
ing a job.

There is also the isola-
tion for those, like Hasrat,
who came alone.

New life, new struggles: Afghans still adjusting to US

New York, May 10 (PTI):

Slain photojournalist
Danish Siddiqui is among
four Indians honoured
with the prestigious
Pulitzer Prize 2022 in the
feature photography cate-
gory.

Siddiqui and his col-
leagues Adnan Abidi,
Sanna Irshad Mattoo and
Amit Dave from the
Reuters news agency won
the award, announced on
Monday, for “images of
COVID’s toll in India that
balanced intimacy and
devastation, while offer-
ing viewers a heightened
sense of place”, according
to The Pulitzer Prizes
website.

Their work was moved
from the breaking news
photography category by
the judges.

Siddiqui, 38, was on as-
signment in Afghanistan
last year when he died.
The award-winning jour-
nalist was killed in July
last while covering clash-
es between Afghan troops
and the Taliban in Spin
Boldak district of

Kandahar city.
This is for the second

time that Siddiqui has
won the Pulitzer Prize. He
was honoured with the
prestigious award in 2018
as part of the Reuters
team for their coverage of
the Rohingya crisis. He
had extensively covered
the Afghanistan conflict,
the Hong Kong protests
and other major events in
Asia, Middle East, and
Europe.

Siddiqui graduated
with a degree in
Economics from Jamia
Millia Islamia, Delhi. He
had a degree in Mass
Communication from the
AJK Mass
C o m m u n i c a t i o n
Research Centre at Jamia
in 2007.

He started his career as
a television news corre-
spondent, switched to
photojournalism, and
joined Reuters as an in-
tern in 2010.

Marcus Yam of the Los
Angeles Times bagged
the award in the Breaking
News photography cate-
gory “for raw and urgent

images of the US depar-
ture from Afghanistan
that capture the human
cost of the historic
change in the country”.

Yam’s work was moved
from Feature
Photography by the jury.

Win McNamee, Drew
Angerer, Spencer Platt,
Samuel Corum and Jon
Cherry of Getty Images
also won the award in the
Breaking News photogra-
phy category for their
“comprehensive and con-
sistently riveting photos
of the attack on the US
Capitol”.

The Washington Post
bagged the Pulitzer Prize
in public service journal-
ism for its coverage of the
January 6 insurrection at
the US Capitol.

According to the award
committee, the newspa-
per “compellingly told
and vividly presented ac-
count of the assault on
Washington on January
6, 2021, providing the pub-
lic with a thorough and
unflinching understand-
ing of one of the nation’s
darkest days”.

Slain photojournalist Danish Siddiqui among
4 Indians honoured with Pulitzer Prize

Colombo, May 10 (PTI):

Sri Lanka’s former prime
minister Mahinda
Rajapaksa is facing calls for
his arrest from Opposition
politicians for inciting vio-
lence against peaceful anti-

government protesters that
claimed at least eight lives,
left over 200 people injured
and saw arson attacks on
the homes of several politi-
cians. Mahinda Rajapaksa,
76, resigned as Sri Lankan
Prime Minister on Monday

amid unprecedented eco-
nomic turmoil, hours after
his supporters attacked
anti-government protesters,
prompting authorities to
impose a nationwide curfew
and deploy Army troops in
the capital.

The resignation of the
prime minister has auto-
matically annulled the
Cabinet and the country is
currently being run by his
younger brother and
President Gotabaya
Rajapaksa.

Mahinda Rajapaksa has
been accused by the
Opposition of inciting the
ruling party mobs to attack
peaceful protesters by mak-
ing a defiant speech while
addressing several thou-
sands of his supporters to
deflect calls for his resigna-
tion.

Mahinda Rajapaksa faces calls for arrest
as Sri Lanka violence claims eight lives

People walk past a burnt bus near Sri Lanka’s former
prime minister Mahinda Rajapaksa’s official residence, a
day after it was torched by protesters in Colombo.

Chinese companies operating in Pak warn of shutting
operations as dues worth Rs 300 billion stuck up

Islamabad, May 10 (PTI):

Nearly 25 Chinese firms
operating in Pakistan under
the flagship CPEC have
warned that they would be
forced to shut down their
operations this month un-
less payments worth Rs 300
billion is made up front to
them, a media report said
on Tuesday.

The announcement was
made the Chinese
Independent Power
Producers (IPPs) during a
meeting presided over by
Minister for Planning and
Development Ahsan Iqbal
with more than 30 Chinese
companies operating under
the flagship multi-billion-
dollar China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor (CPEC)
in various areas including
energy, communication,

railways and others, the
Dawn newspaper reported.

During the meeting the
power producing compa-
nies brought up a slew of
complaints regarding the
payment of dues worth 300
billion Pakistani rupees
(USD 15,95,920,800).

There were also com-
plaints, including those re-
lating to complex visa pro-
cedures for Chinese execu-
tives, taxation and so on, but
there were also counter
complaints from the
Pakistani side as well, on
delayed responses to their
communications, the report
said.

About 25 representatives
from the Chinese IPPs
spoke one after the other
and complained about the
buildup of their dues and
warned that without up-

front payments they would
shut down within days.

According to the Chinese
companies, while payments
against power already sup-
plied were not forthcoming
and they had been financial-
ly handicapped due to the
coronavirus spread, the tax
authorities had started tax-
ing them at higher rates.

Also, the contractual re-
quirement of a revolving
fund for automatic payment
of IPPs’ dues and subse-
quent promises by the pre-
vious government during
former prime minister
Imran Khan’s visit to China
also remained unfulfilled,
the representatives were
quoted as saying in the re-
port.

Khan was removed as the
prime minister of Pakistan
last month through an anti-
trust vote brought by the op-
position parties.

Minister Iqbal has as-
sured the Chinese compa-
nies that the prime minister
had already taken notice of
the situation and had asked
the relevant authorities to
brief him about the entire
issue and make arrange-
ments for early payments.

He promised that their fi-
nancial difficulties would
be eased out within the cur-
rent month.

The companies are oper-
ating for the execution of
the projects under the
CPEC, which was launched
in 2015.

Biden signs Ukraine bill, seeks $40B aid, in Putin rejoinder
Washington, May 10 (AP):

Washington sought to
portray a united front
against Russia’s invasion
of Ukraine as President
Joe Biden signed a bipar-
tisan measure to reboot
the World War II-era lend-
lease programme, which
helped defeat Nazi
Germany, to bolster Kyiv
and Eastern European al-
lies.

The signing on
Monday comes as the US
Congress is poised to un-
leash billions more to
fight the war against
Russia with Democrats
preparing 40 billion in
military and humanitari-
an aid, larger than the 33
billion package Biden
has requested.

It all serves as a rejoin-

der to Russian President
Vladimir Putin, who has
seized on Victory in
Europe Day the anniver-
sary of Germany’s un-
conditional surrender in
1945 and Russia’s biggest
patriotic holiday to rally
his people behind the in-
vasion.

This aid has been criti-
cal to Ukraine’s success
on the battlefield, Biden
said in a statement.

Biden said it was ur-
gent that Congress ap-
prove the next Ukraine
assistance package to
avoid any interruption in
military supplies being
sent to help fight the war,
with a crucial deadline
coming in 10 days.

“We cannot allow our
shipments of assistance
to stop while we await
further Congressional ac-
tion, he said. He urged
Congress to act and to do
so quickly .

In a letter delivered to
Capitol Hill on Monday,
Defence Secretary Lloyd
Austin and Secretary of
State Antony Blinken
urged Congress to act be-
fore May 19, when the ex-
isting drawdown funds
run out. The Pentagon
has already sent or com-

mitted all but 100 million
of the 3.5 billion in
weapons and equipment
that it can send to
Ukraine from its existing
stockpiles. And that final
100 million is expected to
be used no later than May
19, they said.

In short, we need your
help, they said in the let-
ter, which was obtained
by The Associated Press.
The ability to draw upon
existing DoD stocks has
been a critical tool in our
efforts to support the
Ukrainians in their fight
against Russian aggres-
sion, allowing us to
quickly source equip-
ment and ensure a sus-
tained flow of security
assistance to Ukraine.

The resolve from Biden
and Congress to main-

tain support for Ukraine
has been lasting, but also
surprising. Still, as the
months-long war with
Russia grinds on, the bi-
partisan showing for
Ukraine will be tested as
the US and allies are
drawn closer toward the
conflict.

Chronicle
C E N T R A L

Established  1974  Volume  47  No. 216

Barking dogs
seldom bite

Unable to understand that in
the last two weeks India had
meetings with Great Britain,
Denmark and Italy by our minis-
ter and Prime minister with
counterparts of those coun-
tries. But it’s shocking for
Indians that during the discus-
sion neither the Prime Minister
(PM) Narendra Modi or any
minister either remained mum
or not strongly raised the dis-
pute between the countries.
India's talk with British PM
Boris Johnson regarding Nirab
Modi, Vijay Mallya’s extradition
but it ends without any result.
Whereas, it surprised many
when twenty years after the
Indian PM Modi meet with his
Denmark counterpart Ms.Mette
Frederiksen but he had not
raised the issue of Kim Davy’s
(controversial Purulia arms
drop case incident on the night
of December 17, 1995) extradi-
tion with his Danish counter-
part during a bilateral meeting.
More interestingly, last Friday
India’s Minister of External
Affairs Subrahmanyam
Jaishankar, with his Italian
counterpart Luigi Di Maio dis-
cussed the implementation of
the India-Italy Strategic
Partnership on Energy
Transition and agreed to
explore partnerships in areas
such as gas transportation,
green hydrogen, bio-fuels and
energy storage. In addition,
they agreed to jointly organise
an India-Italy Tech Summit on
Energy Transition and Circular
Economy, to be held in Delhi on
November 17, 2022,” but
remained mum on Italian
marines (on 15 February 2012,
two Indian fishermen were
killed off the coast of Kerala, by
the two Italian marines aboard
the Italian-flagged commercial
oil tanker MB Enrica Lexie)
issue. Not only this time, last
year during the PM Modi’s visit
to Italy Modi remains mum on it
Whereas, before 2014 election
then Gujarat Chief Minister
Narendra Modi bitterly mock on
the PM Manmohan Singh:
“What can I say about a govern-
ment which releases two peo-
ple who have killed our men so
that they can go and vote in
their country?” Though it was
not the UPA II government but
the Supreme Court (SC) had
allowed Massimiliano Latorre
and Salvatore Girone to return
home for four weeks to vote in
last month's general election,
provided they returned. There
is nothing wrong if one wants
to know that the Modi govern-
ment should explain to the
nation what actions it plans to
take to ensure the return of the
Italian Marines to India to face
trial? Or is it PM Modi’s?
Whatsoever, Modi government
for the last eight years is in
power, but its foreign policy in
all these matters is at its lowest
ebb. I’m sure after its failure in
the foreign policy, PM Modi
now realizes that barking dogs
seldom bite.

BBiiddyyuutt  KKuummaarr  CChhaatttteerrjjeeee,,
FFaarriiddaabbaadd

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

WHAT THEY TWEET!

SSaammbbiitt  PPaattrraa@@
ssaammbbiittsswwaarraajj

What is this stupid
dichotomy of "Hindu
area" and "Muslim
area?" Aren't we all

Indians living in India?
Why should there be

different encroachment
laws for different 

localities?

VViirraatt  KKoohhllii@@iimmVVkkoohhllii
My adventure with #pumaindia has

been one of the best experiences
outside of cricket. From creating a

platform for sports & fitness to
designing the one8 collection, it’s
been a heartening 5-year journey.
I’m proud to be a part of the No. 1

sports & lifestyle brand in India

JJyyoottiirraaddiittyyaa  MM..  SScciinnddiiaa
@@JJMM__SScciinnddiiaa

Keeping the sensitive nature of the
incident in mind, we have decided to
conduct a fact-finding enquiry by a 3-

member team under the
@DGCAIndia . They will visit Ranchi &
Hyderabad (place of stay of the fami-

ly), and collect appropriate 
evidence within one week from today.

SSuurryyaa  KKuummaarr

YYaaddaavv@@ssuurryyaa__1144kkuummaarr

With all your good wishes

and support, I will be

back in no timeTo my MI

family, I will be cheering

for you from the other

side, this time. Let’s finish

the tournament on a high

note and display our true

character on field. 

Rakul Singh@Rakulpreet
Happppy bdayyyy you super talented girl!! Keep doing the amazing work and keep smiling 

always lots of love @Sai_Pallavi92

RRaajjddeeeepp  SSaarrddeessaaii
@@ssaarrddeessaaiirraajjddeeeepp

Big news:National Family Health
Survey shows sharpest decline in

Muslim fertility rate among all
religious communities in last 2

decades. (4.4 in 1992-93 to 2.3 in
2019-21; Hindus decline 3.3 to

1.94). Net net:higher education
leading to lower fertility across

ALL communities!

UU  nion Home Minister Amit Shah’s recent visit toWest Bengal came
at a time when the BJP’s state unit has been in the news for all

wrong reasons. The timing of Shah's visit was all the more significant
as barely two years are left for the 2024 Lok Sabha polls.West Bengal
sends 42 MPs to the lower house of Parliament. Though parliamentary
elections are held on national issues and not on local ones, the fact
remains that the BJP in the state is yet to get its act in order. Senior
leaders are not on the same page and the  ongoing  tussle  among  them
coupled  with defection by certain stalwarts like Babul Supriyo may
cast a long  shadow over the party's electoral prospects. Against this
backdrop, the home minister paid a two-day visit to the state to breathe
life in the saffron party which is facing internal bickerings. For exam-
ple, Dilip Ghosh, former state BJP President, was irked after he lost the
position, despite being appointed national Vice-President of  the party.
Balurghat MP Sukanta Majumdar was appointed state president and
Ghosh made his objections clear in public. It's no secret that there is
also an ongoing tussle between Ghosh and Suvendu Adhikari, the
Leader of  the Opposition in the state Assembly, as the two are not on
good terms. Ghosh is from the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS)
backgroundand  had  contested  his  first  election  as  a  BJP candidate
from  Kharagpur  Sadar  Assembly Constituency in 2016 and won, and
in 2019, he won Medinipur Lok Sabha constituency to become an MP.
Adhikari, on the other hand, was a close aide of West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee during the Nandigram crisis. He was also an
MLA and minister in the state before he parted ways with the Trinamool
Congress before the 2021 West Bengal Assembly elections and con-
tested as a BJP candidate from Nandigram constituency. He defeated
Mamata Banerjee, who contested this seat and a legend was born.
People like Ghosh, however, don’t fully trust people like Adhikari who
are not from the Sangh. Hence the rift. The top BJP leadership, howev-
er, knows that Adhikari is a face the party needs if it wants to repeat its
performance of  bagging at least18 seats in the state in the 2024 Lok
Sabha elections. At the same time, Ghosh has been asked to develop
the organisation at the grassroots level along with Majumdar, who can
handle affairs in north Bengal. Shah, a former national President of  the
party, made it clear before party workers that the state BJP has to start
working on people’s minds about how there has been no industrialisa-
tion in the state and jobs are not being generated. The booth level
worker will have to learn about how free rations (that ultimately get
sold in the market) and payments into bank accounts don’t help in the
long run. Industry is the only hope. The Centre’s policies will have to be
explained clearly. For this, the state leadership will have to work
together. As of  now, the Trinamool remains limited to the state of  West
Bengal and there is little possibility of a credible Third Front emerging
at  the  Centre.  In  this  scenario,  the common man in West Bengal will
have to choose between drastic economic reforms that the BJP wants
and the doles granted by the Trinamool, notwithstanding that the
state’s debt stands at nearly Rs 5.5 lakh crore.

Shah visit to breathe life 
in Bengal BJP

AA
nation's strategic approach is by definition meant to take care of
the security and economic interests of the country and it is truly

remarkable that Prime Minister Narendra Modi's policy on international
relations has stood its ground amid a festering Ukraine-Russia military
conflict, deepening geopolitical alienation between the US-led West and
the Russia-China camp and the progressively hardening regime of eco-
nomic sanctions imposed by the US and its allies against Russia. That
India's foreign policy – again a product of the nation's security and eco-
nomic concerns and hence a strategic instrument – has remained consis-
tent through these turbulent times, speaks volumes of the wisdom of fol-
lowing bilateral relations that were mutually beneficial and consistent
with world peace, the line of 'positive' non-alignment that the largest
democracy of the world is able to put forth before the world and above
all the rare political will that a strong leader like Prime Minister Modi has
been able to demonstrate in the intrepid exercise of India's sovereignty,
by him. Never before had India risen so fast on the global stage as an
advocate of universal peace, a promotor of economic advancement of
the world and a strong voice for renewable energy, environment and
poverty elimination — all in the interest of the larger good of the human-
ity. When the Ukraine-Russia conflict broke out in February-end with
Russia launching what it called 'a military operation' to protect the inter-
est of the Russian-speaking population in the eastern part of Ukraine,
India was the first country to show an understanding of Russia's securi-
ty concerns in a situation where the US-backed NATO had been egging on
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky to confront Vladimir Putin, in an
avoidable replay of the Cold War tussle. In reality, the sensible thing for
the West was to work for the peaceful coexistence of the East European
neighbours with Russia after the USSR had been dismembered and a
Unipolar world order had been established. Significantly, Prime Minister
Modi became the first world leader whom the two warring sides favoured
as the peacemaker and responding upfront to this situation, Modi called
for an immediate cessation of a military offensive in Ukraine and return
to exploration for a negotiated solution. The strength of Modi's political
will was rooted in his belief in doing what was right and this led India to
abstain from voting on resolutions moved in the UN Security Council —
first by the US and then by Russia — on the Ukraine imbroglio. India has
not condemned Russian military action in Ukraine but has also lost no
time in demanding immediate stoppage of hostilities and resumption of
talks for peace. On his three-nation tour of Europe last week, Modi
underscored the Indian view that in the present going, there would be no
winner in the Ukraine-Russia armed conflict and — again without taking
sides — warned that the entire world would suffer because of the impact
of this confrontation on the people in the affected zone and the econom-
ic consequences that it would produce globally. To the extent the military
conflict in Ukraine is becoming an unending phenomenon, among other
things, because of the supply of arms and ammunition to Ukraine by the
US and its allies, India is counselling both Russia and the Western sup-
porters of Ukraine — the former to stop military action and the latter to
abstain from adding fuel to the fire — and implicitly calling for peace on
a minimal give and take. Significantly there is no criticism of India by
President Joe Biden of the US — beyond the appeal from his administra-
tion for India's support for economic sanctions against Russia. There was
in fact an expression of understanding for India's impartial stand on the
Ukraine-Russia conflict, from Quad. Prime Minister Modi has kept up
India's commitment to this multilateral forum that was meant to safe-
guard the Indo-Pacific against any aggressive moves by China and at the
same time, maintained a friendship with Russia for preserving India's
enlightened self-interest — all of this was broadly understood by the
democratic world. It is a tribute to Prime Minister Modi's grasp of the
current geopolitical situation that all through the turbulence created by
the Ukraine-Russia military confrontation over the last two months and
the threat of escalation held out by both sides, India has steadily worked
its way up in building mutual cooperation with other major powers, in the
sphere of trade and economy. From free trade agreement with Australia
to long-term economic pacts with the UK and Japan and a strategic part-
nership on energy and environment with Germany, all of this was facili-
tated by the personal cord of friendship struck by Prime Minister Modi
with his counterparts in these countries, including Scott Morrison of
Australia, Boris Johnson of the UK, Fumio Kishida of Japan and Chancellor
Olaf Scholz of Germany, not to forget Emmanuel Macron, the re-elected
President of France.

India’s thrust at 
the global stage
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Devotees during the opening of the door of the southern Gopuram of the Vadakkumnathan temple to mark the beginning of
the Thrissur Pooram festival, in Thrissur.
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H
umans don't know what
they're missing under

the surface of a busy ship-
ping channel in the cruise
capital of the world. Just
below the keels of massive
ships, an underwater camera
provides a live feed from an-
other world, showing marine
life that's trying its best to re-
sist global warming.

That camera in Miami's
Government Cut is just one
of the many ventures of a
marine biologist and a musi-
cian who've been on a 15-year
mission to raise awareness
about dying coral reefs by
combining science and art to
bring undersea life into pop
culture.

Their company Coral
Morphologic is surfacing
stunning images, putting
gorgeous closeups of under-
water creatures on social
media, setting time-lapsed
video of swaying, glowing
coral to music and projecting
it onto buildings, even selling
a coral-themed beachwear
line.

We aren't all art. We aren't
all science. We aren't all tech.
We are an alchemy, said
Colin Foord, who defies the
looks of a typical scientist,
with blue hair so spiky that it
seems electrically charged.
He and his business partner
JD McKay sat down with The
Associated Press to show off
their work.

One of their most popular
projects is the Coral City
Camera, which recently
passed 2 million views and
usually has about 100 view-
ers online at any given time
each day.

We're going to actually be
able to document one year of
coral growth, which has
never been done before in
situ on a coral reef, and that's
only possible because we
have this technological con-
nection right here at the port
of Miami that allows us to
have power and internet,
Foord said.

The livestream has already
revealed that staghorn and
other corals can adapt and
thrive even in a highly ur-
banized undersea environ-
ment, along with 177 species
of fish, dolphins, manatees
and other sea life, Foord said.

We have these very re-
silient corals growing here.
The primary goal of us get-
ting it underwater was to
show people there is so much
marine life right here in our
city, Foord said.

McKay, meanwhile, sounds
like a Broadway producer as
he describes how he also
films the creatures in their
Miami lab, growing coral in
tanks to get them ready for
closeups in glorious colour.

We essentially create a set
with one of these aquariums,
and then obviously there's ac-

tors coral or shrimp or what-
ever and then we film it, and
then I get a vibe, whatever
might be happening in the
scene, and then I soundtrack
it with some ambient like
sounds, something very
oceanic," McKay explained.

Their latest production,
Coral City Flourotour, will be
shown on the New World
Center Wallscape this week
as the Aspen Institute hosts a
major climate conference in
Miami Beach.

Foord is speaking on a
panel about how the ocean's
natural systems can help hu-
mans learn to combat im-
pacts of climate change.

The talk's title? The Ocean
is a Superhero.

"I think when we can recog-
nise that we're all this one
family of life and everything
is interconnected, that hope-
fully we can make meaning-
ful changes now, so that fu-
ture generations don't have
to live in a world of wildfires
and melted ice caps and dead
oceans," Foord told the AP.

Their mission is urgent:
After 500 million years on
Earth, these species are
under assault from climate
change. The warming oceans
prompt coral bleaching and
raise the risk of infectious
diseases that can cause mass
die-offs in coral, according
to the National Oceanic
and Atmospheric

Administration.
Stronger storms and

changes in water chemistry
can destroy reef structures,
while altered currents sweep
away food and larvae.

Climate change is the
greatest global threat to
coral reef ecosystems,
NOAA said in a recent re-
port.

That gets at the second
part of Coral Morphologic's
name. What does it mean to
be morphologic? It really
means having to adapt be-
cause the environment is al-
ways changing, Foord said.

The staghorn, elkhorn and
brain coral living in
Government Cut provide a
real-world example of how
coral communities can adapt
to such things as rising heat
and polluted runoff, even in
such an unlikely setting as
the port of Miami.

Their video has document-
ed fluorescence in some of
the coral, an unusual re-
sponse in offshore waters
that Foord said could be pro-
tecting them from solar rays.

The port is a priceless
place for coral research,"
Foord said.

We have to be realistic. You
won't be able to return the
ecosystems to the way they
were 200 years ago. The op-
tions we are left with are
more radical.

Beyond the science, there's
the clothes. Coral
Morphologic sells a line of
surf and swimwear that
takes designs from flower
anemones and brain coral
and uses environmentally
sustainable materials such
as a type of nylon recycled
from old fishing nets.

We see the power of tech
connecting people with na-
ture. We are lucky as artists,
and corals are benefitting,
Foord said.

Coral reefs provide stunning images of a world under assault
CURT ANDERSON 
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Road accident 

New Delhi: The gov-
ernment has set a tar-
get to reduce 50 per
cent road accident
deaths by 2024, Union
Minister Nitin
Gadkari said. He also
stressed the sensitisa-
tion of stakeholders
for collectively ad-
dressing issues re-
garding road safety.
Addressing an event
on Monday, the Union
Road Transport and
Highways Minister
said that road safety is
a very serious issue
and there should be
zero tolerance for road
accidents.

Power generation
New Delhi: Coal-
based power genera-
tion registered 9.26
per cent rise at 1,02,529
million units (MU) in
April as compared to
the year-ago period.
This comes amid the
country facing power
crisis. The thermal
power generation was
93,838 MU in April
2021, according to offi-
cial data. "Coal-based
power generation has
registered a growth of
9.26 per cent in April
2022 as compared to
April 2021 and growth
of 2.25 per cent as
compared to March
2022," it said. The ther-
mal power generation
in April also grew 2.25
per cent when com-
pared to 1,00,276 MU
in March, it said.

Eco ties 

New Delhi:Commerce
and industry ministers
of India and Oman will
hold a meeting here on
Wednesday to discuss
ways to further boost
economic ties between
the two countries, an of-
ficial statement said on
Tuesday. Oman's
Commerce, Industry
and Investment
Promotion Minister
Qais bin Mohammed al
Yousef is leading a high-
level multi-sectoral dele-
gation to India from May
10-14, the commerce
ministry said in a state-
ment. The 48 members
delegation includes sen-
ior officials and busi-
ness representatives
from diverse areas, span-
ning health, pharmaceu-
ticals, mining, tourism,
energy, shipping,
telecommunication and
real estate, it added.

Agar trade 
Agartala: Tripura
Chief Minister Biplab
Kumar Deb on
Monday said agar-
wood-based trade will
boost the state's econo-
my and fetch Rs 2,000-
3000 crore turnover in
the next three to four
years. A business dele-
gation from Loas has
come here to explore
feasibility of setting
up agar-based indus-
tries in the state, he
said. According to a
study, the northeast-
ern state has 70 lakh
agar trees, and the
government plans to
utilise the resource for
commercial purposes
as it has great demand
abroad. Recently, our
chief secretary and
principal chief con-
servator of forest
(PCCF) have visited
Laos and Vietnam to
see the agar-based in-
dustries there.

Chennai, May 10: 

Union Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman on
Tuesday appealed to states
to build infrastructure and
do "energy planning"
thereby ensuring uninter-
rupted, quality supply of
power is made available to
industries at reasonable
rates, enabling them to
grow their businesses. At
an event here, she said the
Centre would extend all its
support to help states
build the necessary infra-
structure and this does not
pertain to Tamil Nadu but
also to others. Referring to

her budget announcement
of allotting Rs 7.50 lakh
crore to infrastructure sec-
tor in the country, she said
it was comparatively high-
er to the Rs 5.50 lakh crore

that was allotted last year.
"My appeal to states is that
they should ensure elec-
tricity and it should be
made available 24 hours,
all 365 days at reasonable

rates. Industries should
get quality power...," she
said. Sitharaman said
every stakeholder should
work towards ensuring
uninterrupted power sup-
ply so that 'power short-
age' does not occur since it
poses as a major hurdle for
the industry's growth. The
Finance Minister was
speaking at the
Stakeholder's Outreach
Programme organised by
Directorate General of
Foreign Trade on the occa-
sion of India signing a
Comprehensive Economic
Partnership Agreement
with the United Arab
Emirates and the
Economic Cooperation
Trade Agreement (ECTA)
with Australia.

Ensure quality power supply at
reasonable rates to industries

Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitaraman during an outreach
programme on Free Trade Agreements with UAE and Australia, in
Chennai, Tuesday.

̈ FM tells state 
governments

Mumbai, May 10: 

Country's largest
lender State Bank of
India on Tuesday an-
nounced a hike of 40-90
basis points in the inter-
est rates on several bulk
term deposits. The re-
vised interest rates on
bulk term deposits
amounting to Rs 2 crore
and above are effective
from Tuesday, the bank
said.

While interest rate on
deposits maturing be-
tween 7 days and 45 days
has been kept unchanged
at 3 per cent, those ma-
turing between 46 and
179 days will now attract
an interest rate of 3.50
per cent as against 3 per
cent earlier. The public
sector lender also revised
interest rate on bulk

term deposits maturing
between 180 and 210 days
by 40 basis points to 3.50
per cent, as against 3.10
per cent earlier, as per
the bank's website.
Deposits maturing be-
tween 211 days and less
than 1 year will earn an
interest of 3.75 per cent,
up 45 bps from 3.30 per
cent.

The interest rate on
bulk deposits having ma-
turities between 1 year
and less than two years
has been increased by 40
bps to 4 per cent. For de-
posits having 2 years to
less than 3 years maturi-
ty period, the rate has
been hiked by 65 bps to
4.25 per cent.

The interest rate on
bulk term deposits for 3
years and up to 10 years
has been increased by 90

basis points to 4.50 per
cent as against 3.60 per
cent. Last week, Punjab
National Bank said had
increased interest rates
on term deposits in se-
lected buckets up to 60
basis points from May 7.

The new fixed deposit
rates are applicable on
deposits up to Rs 10
crore, PNB said. The hike
in deposit rates by the
banks came after a sur-
prise 40 basis points in-
crease in repo rate to 4.40
per cent on May 4 by the
Reserve Bank of India
(RBI).

A hike in repo rate by
RBI gives banks scope to
increase their deposit
rates, which in turn pro-
vides depositors an op-
portunity to earn higher
interest on their funds
parked with banks.

SBI hikes interest rates on bulk
term deposits by 40-90 basis points

Pune, May 10: 

M a h i n d r a ’ s
Construction Equipment
Division (MCE), a part of
the Mahindra Group,
today announced their
unique and disruptive cus-
tomer value proposition
“Get Highest Productivity
Per Liter of Fuel or Give
Machine Back” Guarantee
for their BS4 range of
Backhoe Loaders –
Mahindra EarthMaster.

The new range features
the proven and reliable 74
HP CRi Mahindra Engine
and many other techno-
logical advancements, be-
sides the cutting-edge
iMAXX Telematics solu-
tion, all of which together,
ensure guaranteed better
fuel efficiency. Given the
fact that fuel is one of the
major element of the op-
erating cost (nearly 50%),
with unique features as
Banana Boom, joystick

lever, robust design, and
bigger buckets,
EarthMaster range is well
suited for all types of
backhoe applications, be
it mining, trenching,
crushers, building con-
struction or any other
work in construction in-
dustry. Mahindra BS4
Backhoe Loader –
EarthMaster, with this
competitive advantage
will provide them an edge,
complete peace of mind
and scale up their CE
business, delivering high-
er prosperity.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Jalaj Gupta,
Business Head,
Commercial Vehicles
Business Unit, Mahindra
& Mahindra Limited said,
“The ‘Guaranteed Higher
per litre productivity (or
Give Back Machine’)
Promise is a landmark
move in the construction
equipment space." 

Mahindra launches
Backhoe Loader Range

New Delhi, May 10: 

German luxury carmak-
er Mercedes-Benz on
Tuesday said it has
launched the all new ver-
sion of the C-Class sedan
in India, priced between
Rs 55 lakh and Rs 61 lakh
(ex-showroom). The com-
pany has launched the
new C-Class in three
trims; petrol powered C
200 is priced at Rs 55 lakh
while diesel powered C
220d and 330d are tagged at
Rs 56 lakh and Rs 61 lakh,
respectively. The company
said it has received over
1,000 pre-launch bookings
for the fifth generation C-
Class, its highest-ever for
any vehicle in the country
leading to a waiting period
that extends to nearly 2-3
months.

"The unprecedented in-
terest level of customers
have exceeded our expec-

tations resulting in over
1,000 confirmed bookings
for the 'Baby S' even before
its launch, making it one
of the most anticipated
luxury cars to be intro-
duced in the market on
Tuesday. "It would be our
endeavor to deliver these
cars to our customers at
the earliest," Mercedes-
Benz India MD and CEO
Martin Schwenk noted.
The new C-Class only
marks the beginning of
the company's products of-
fensive for the market this
year, he added. The compa-
ny plans to launch ten
products in the market

this year. It has already
launched two products so
far. "With this launch, our
sedan portfolio compris-
ing eight products gets bol-
stered, underlining the
strong preference for luxu-
ry sedans. It is encourag-
ing to see the strong emer-
gence of luxury sedans
making their distinct
mark and we are confident
the new C-Class will build
on the success story of its
predecessors. We forecast
significant volume contri-
bution to our portfolio in
the coming years with the
addition of the all-new C-
Class," Schwenk stated.

Mercedes-Benz drives in all C-Class
sedan in India tagged at Rs 55 lakh

New Delhi, May 10: 

Sustaining positive mo-
mentum for the 14th
straight month, equity mu-
tual funds attracted a net
sum of Rs 15,890 crore in
April amid heightened
volatility in stock market
and consistent selling by
foreign portfolio investors.
This was much lower com-
pared to a record net inflow
of Rs 28,463 crore seen in
the preceding month, data
from the Association of
Mutual Funds in India
(AMFI) showed on
Tuesday. The lower quan-
tum of net inflow from the
previous month could be
attributed to investors
going slightly cautious
given the ongoing chal-
lenges to the investment
environment, Himanshu
Srivastava, Associate

Director Manager
Research, Morningstar
India, said. Akhil
Chaturvedi, Chief
Business Officer, Motilal
Oswal AMC, said that it
will be interesting to see
ongoing investment trends,
given the intensity of
volatility being very high,
and expect positive trend to
continue going forward
though. Equity schemes
have been witnessing net
inflow since March 2021,
after the second wave of
COVID-19 resulted in the
correction in the markets,

highlighting the positive
sentiment among in-
vestors.

Prior to this, such
schemes had consistently
witnessed outflows for
eight months from July
2020 to February 2021, los-
ing Rs 46,791 crore.

All the equity-oriented
categories received net in-
flows in April with sec-
toral/ thematic funds cate-
gory being the biggest ben-
eficiary with a net inflow of
Rs 3,843 crore. The segment
also saw a launch of a new
fund -- ICICI Prudential
Housing Opportunities
Fund, which mobilised Rs
3,130 core. This was fol-
lowed by large- and mid-
cap fund and that wit-
nessed over Rs 2,000 crore
net infusion.

"Despite volatility in
markets and fear around

macros both globally and
locally, it is good trend to
see continued positive
flows in equities. Though
lower than last month,
which may be due to NFO
allotment, SIP flows are
holding strong, which is
also very positive,"
Chaturvedi said.

Monthly SIP (Systematic
Investment Plan) contribu-
tion dropped to Rs 11,863
crore in April compared to
Rs 12,328 crore in March.

However, the number of
SIP accounts stood at all-
time high in April at 5.39
crore. During the month
under review, 11.29 lakh
SIP accounts were added.
Apart from equities, the
debt segment saw a net in-
flow of Rs 69,883 crore in
April after witnessing a net
outflow of Rs 1.5 lakh crore
in the preceding month.

Equity MFs see Rs 15,890 crore inflow
in April amid volatile stock market

New Delhi, May 10: 

Equity investors have be-
came poorer by over Rs
11.22 lakh crore in three
days following a sell-off in
markets amid weak global
cues. Sliding for the third
straight session, the 30-
share BSE Sensex closed
105.82 points or 0.19 per cent
lower at 54,364.85 on
Tuesday. In three days, the
benchmark has tumbled
1,337.38 points or 2.40 per
cent. Weak trend in equities
have eroded Rs 11,22,389.2
crore from the market capi-
talisation of BSE-listed
firms in three sessions. The
market capitalisation of
BSE-listed firms now
stands at Rs 2,48,42,500.17
crore. "Markets are witness-
ing volatile swings as vari-
ous factors like rising inter-
est rates, concerns over
slower economic growth

and further tightening
measure in China contin-
ued to weigh on investors,"
said Siddhartha Khemka,
Head - Retail Research,
Motilal Oswal Financial
Services Ltd. In Tuesday's
trade, Tata Steel was the
biggest drag on the Sensex
pack, falling 6.95 per cent,
followed by Sun Pharma,
NTPC, Titan, Bajaj
Finance, Reliance
Industries, Tech Mahindra
and ITC. In contrast, HUL,
Asian Paints, IndusInd

Bank, UltraTech Cement,
Maruti, Kotak Mahindra
Bank and HDFC twins
jumped up to 3.24 per cent.
In the broader market, the
BSE smallcap gauge tum-
bled 2.11 per cent and mid-
cap index dropped 1.98 per
cent. Among BSE sectoral
indices, metal plunged 5.62
per cent, followed by utili-
ties (4.57 per cent), power
(4.33 per cent), realty (2.96
per cent), basic materials
(2.67 per cent) and energy
(2.51 per cent).

New Delhi, May 10: 

Startups represent an
important part of the
economy and can shape
the future of jobs, prod-
ucts and industries, NITI
Aayog Vice Chairperson
Suman Bery said on
Tuesday. Speaking at the
launch of 'AIM-PRIME
Playbook', Bery further
said science-based start-
ups are particularly excit-
ing due to their potential
for delivering large-scale
social impact.

The AIM PRIME
(Program for Researchers
in Innovation, Market
Readiness and
Entrepreneurship) pro-
gram by NITI Aayog is
aimed at promoting early-
stage science-based, deep
technology ideas to mar-
ket through training and
guidance over a period of
12 months using a blended

learning curriculum.
Speaking at the event,
Union Minister of State
for Health and Family
Welfare Bharati Pawar
said during the pandemic,
startups rose to the occa-
sion and made very impor-
tant contributions in diag-
nostics, PPEs, ventilators
and last-mile vaccine de-
livery.

This demonstrated the
potential that Indian start-
ups hold in solving prob-
lems in the healthcare sec-
tor, Pawar added.

Startups shape future
of industries: Niti VC

Investor wealth tumbles over
Rs 11.22 lakh cr in three days

New Delhi, May 10: 

Realme, the world’s
fastest-growing smart-
phone brand, today dis-
rupted the smartphone
market yet again with its
latest launch, realme GT
NEO 3, which is the
world’s first smartphone
to be equipped with 150W
fast charging technology,
also making it the world’s
fastest charging smart-
phone. Alongside this
path-breaking smart-
phone, realme introduced
three new additions to its
already expansive AIoT
portfolio - realme Pad
Mini, realme Buds Q2s
and realme Smart TV X
Full HD.

Commenting on the
launch, Mr Madhav
Sheth, CEO, Realme India,
VP, Realme and President,
realme International

Business Group said,
“Realme has always taken
pleasure in bringing the
latest technology to its
users. We have enjoyed
being a brand that intro-
duces innovations in the
tech industry, and we are
ecstatic to be bringing the
150W fast charging tech-
nology with the realme
GT NEO 3. Our GT NEO
series, which is our speed
flagship, is part of our
larger GT series through
which we are expanding
our premium smartphone
portfolio. Thai year, we

are working towards cre-
ating our mark in the pre-
mium smartphone mar-
ket and have so far re-
ceived quite a satisfying
response from our users.
We will soon be complet-
ing four years, and I feel
proud of how far we have
come. Our aim, since the
beginning, has been to
bring the best of technolo-
gy and design to our
users, and we will contin-
ue to do so in the upcom-
ing years.” “Today, we are
not just a smartphone
brand, but a tech-lifestyle
brand. In the last two
years, we have introduced
multiple products in
order to build a TechLife
Ecosystem, and are ex-
panding it further quite
swiftly. Along with realme
GT NEO 3, we are bring-
ing three new products in
our AIoT portfolio.

Realme introduces the world’s
fastest charging smartphone

New Delhi, May 10: 

Terming LIC IPO as an
example of Atmanirbhar
Bharat in the context of
Indian stock markets,
DIPAM Secretary Tuhin
Kanta Pandey on Monday
said this issue has been
predominantly lifted by
domestic investors.

The initial public offer-
ing of the country's largest
insurer LIC closed on
Monday, getting over-sub-
scribed nearly 3 times.
While the institutional in-
vestors' portion was sub-
scribed 2.83 times, the re-
tail investors' portion was
subscribed 1.99 times. The
portion reserved for poli-
cyholders and employees
was subscribed 6.12 and
4.40 times, respectively,
while the corporate por-
tion was subscribed 2.91
times.

Briefing reporters, the
secretary in the
Department of Investment
and Public Asset
Management (DIPAM)
said this issue has been
predominately lifted by do-
mestic institutions. "You
can project this issue as an
example of Atmanirbhar
Bharat...this big issue has
seen interest from people
across different segments
It shows that the capacity
of the Indian capital mar-
ket has increased substan-
tially and it also shows
that we can run our own
capital market without de-
pending on foreign in-
vestors," he said. To a
question about foreign in-
vestors not coming in
large numbers, Pandey
said: "Like all other in-
vestors, foreign institu-
tional investors also take
their own call Foreign in-

vestors are also welcome
and some of them did par-
ticipate in the issue".

The government sold a
3.5 per cent stake in LIC
through the IPO at a price
band of Rs 902-949 a share.
The government expects
to garner around Rs 20,000
crore from the share sale.
Bidders in LIC IPO will be
allocated shares on May
12, and the insurance be-
hemoth shares will be list-
ed on stock exchanges on
May 17.

When asked if LIC
would continue to be dic-
tated by the government
post-listing, Financial
Services Secretary Sanjay
Malhotra said it has been a
board-driven company and
going forward, it would be
professionally managed.
Decisions would be taken
in the interest of policy-
holders who are supreme.

LIC IPO lifted by domestic investors, example
of Atmanirbhar Bharat: DIPAM Secy

New Delhi, May 10:  

HDFC Bank, Canara Bank,
Bank of Maharashtra and
Karur Vysya Bank on Monday
said they have revised their
lending rates based on mar-
ginal cost of funds and repo
rate. The country's largest
private sector lender HDFC
Bank has raised the marginal
cost of funds based lending
rates (MCLR) by 0.25 per
cent across tenors to up to
7.70 per cent with effect
from May 7, 2022. The
benchmark one-year MCLR --
to which most of the con-
sumer loans are tied to -- will
cost customers 7.50 per cent,
HDFC Bank said on its web-
site. The two-year and three-
year MCLRs will be priced at
7.60 per cent and 7.70 per
cent, respectively, for HDFC
Bank customers. 

HDFC Bank,
Canara, BoM,

Karur Vysya raise
lending rates

Sai Pallavi
announces her

next film ‘Gargi’

O
n her 30th birthday, actress Sai Pallavi took to social
media to announce an exciting update that she
teased a few days ago. The 'Fidaa' actress has

released the first trailer for her upcoming film ti-
tled 'Gargi'. The behind-the-scenes video for the
film, directed by Gautham Ramachandran of
'Richie' fame, gives a glimpse into the upcom-
ing project. Sai Pallavi looks stunning in the
video and also dubs in Kannada for this mul-
tilingual film. Sharing the same, Sai
Pallavi wrote, "I waited months to talk
about this film, And finally!!! my birthday

is when the stubborn team decided to give
in and release this Presenting to you,

GARGI, @prgautham83 's brain child! (sic)".
'Gargi' is produced by Ravichandran

Ramachandran, Aishwarya Lekshmi,
Thomas George, and Gautham
Ramachandran. Govind Vasantha of '96' fame
is the film's music director. The film will be
available in Telugu, Tamil, and Kannada.

Always keep laughing, smiling

I
t is often said that Laughter
is the best medicine as it has
a healing effect and works as

a stress relief. So, Humesha
Haste Rahiye, Muskurate
Rahiye! &TV brings viewers
unlimited fun and laughter
through their time-band of
light-hearted and hilari-
ous shows starting 9:30
pm to 11:00 pm. Starting
with ‘Aur Bhai Kya Chal
Raha Hai?’ at 9:30 pm,
‘Happu Ki Ultan Paltan’
at 10:00 pm and Bhabiji
Ghar Par Hai at 10:30
pm. On this World
Laughter Day, &TV’s
artists from these shows
talk about how they feel
blessed to have an oppor-

tunity to make people
laugh and bring families to-

gether. These include
Farhana Fatema aka Shanti

Mishra from Aur Bhai Kya
Chal Raha Hai?, Yogesh

Tripathi aka Daroga Happu

Singh from Happu Ki Ultan Paltan and Aasif
Sheikh aka Vibhuti Narayan Mishra from Bhabiji
Ghar Par Hai.

Farhana Fatema aka Shanti Mishra from &TV’s
Aur Bhai Kya Chal Raha Hai? shares, "It is often
said that making people laugh is no joke! It is true
as laughter is a serious business and requires a lot
of hard work. It is not about a funny face or ex-
pression, dialogue, or pun only but rather about
conviction and timing. In these challenging times,
I truly feel blessed to have an opportunity to make
a small difference in people’s lives by giving them
a moment of happiness through the medium of
our show, Aur Bhai Kya Chal Raha Hai? It gives us,
as actors, tremendous satisfaction and joy to see
our audience smiling through various scenes and
dialogues. It works as a stress buster for them as
well as for us too. It is believed that the best thera-
py for a happy and healthy life is to laugh. So,
laugh every day and make everyone around you
laugh! Happy World Laughter Day to everyone,
and continue watching our show for your daily
dose of fun, frolic and laughter.” So don’t forget to
tune in to &TV for non-stop hilarity and entertain-
ment, Sadhe Nau Se Gyaara with ‘Aur Bhai Kya

Chal Raha Hai?’ at 9:30 pm, ‘Happu Ki
Ultan Paltan’ at 10:00 pm and ‘Bhabiji

Ghar Par Hai’ at 10:30 pm!

Divya Dutta:
Initially I was 
hesitant to play 
a 60-year-old
mother 
on-screen 

A
s her latest released
Punjabi film 'Maa' is
winning many hearts,

the protagonist Divya Dutta
says even though initially
she refused to do the film,
eventually she realised it
would have been a big mistake
to let go of a unique female-cen-
tric Punjabi film which is a rare
opportunity.

The story of the film re-
volves around Manjit Kaur
and her journey from a young
bride to a mother of two sons
and a series of incidents, ups
and downs in her life she
deals with till the age of 65.

Divya shared why more
than portraying a certain age
bracket on-screen, the perspec-
tive of the narrative was impor-
tant for her. "Honestly speaking,
initially, I refused to play a moth-
er, that too aged 65 with wrinkled
skin and grey hair; but then Gippy
(Grewal, producer and actor of the
film) came in. He wanted me to hear
the whole script before taking the deci-
sion. With 15 minutes of narration, I
made up my mind to do the film.

"It was a complete story of the trans-
formation of a young bride into an older
lady and how the duty and love of a moth-
er changed everything in her. It is her
story. In a Punjabi film, a story entirely
based on a woman's journey does not hap-
pen often. Manjit Kaur (her character) is
the face of the film."

She went on adding, "That way we can say,
this is the first time, in Punjabi cinema, a full-
fledged woman-centric film is made and 'Maa'
sets the milestone."

However, the actress shares how challenging
it was for her to play the older version of the
character because she believes that the experi-
ence of life that comes with time, is
tougher to portray on-screen.

B
ollyw-
ood actress
K a n g a n a

Ranaut has shared her
experience of hosting the
just-concluded reality show
'Lock Upp'. After streaming for
72 days, the show recently
wrapped up as Munawar Faruqui

won the trophy for the first sea-
son.

Kangana said: "'Lock Upp'
has been an absolute game-

changer in the OTT reality
space. I am glad that I chose

such a strong and impactful
project to make my OTT

debut with. "
"The country loved a

bold yet original con-
cept like 'Lock Upp' and
I had an incredible time

playing the host in this
badass jail at the same time

hosting came with great re-
sponsibility as I had to also

choose the worthy badass winner."
She congratulated the winner

Munawar Faruqui and added: "Many
congratulations to Munawar for
winning the 'Lock Upp' trophy of
Season 1. Today when I am in a
position of power I want to es-
tablish the highest standards
of righteousness. He de-
serves the trophy of the

first successful sea-
son of 'Lock
Upp'."

ACROSS

1. Young lady

5. Couples

9. Civic gp.

14. Face shape

15. Make ____ meet

16. Look happy

17. Dress for Caesar

18. Aspect

19. Fire alarm

20. Mass ____ (subways, e.g.)

22. Loathe

23. Pearl producer

24. Reluctant

26. Abandons

28. Young seal

31. Eve's fruit

35. Ocean current

36. Gambling game

37. "A ____ Home Companion"

39. Goes up

41. Roof edge

42. Surrealism's Salvador ____

44. Pester

45. Seeded bread

46. Educational meeting

48. Necklace part

49. African expedition

54. Attraction

57. Modified

58. Sheep's cry

59. Actor's desire

61. Fragrant flower

62. Rent

63. Muffle

64. On a cruise

65. Comforted

66. Cease

67. Leases

DOWN

1. Slogan

2. Tusk material

3. Legendary stories

4. Bias

5. Crave

6. Platoon

7. Bizarre

8. Wind direction (abbr.)

9. Resources

10. Will ____ of "Men in Black"

11. Male parent

12. Bullring shouts

13. Copper coin

21. Hebrew feast

22. Sees socially

24. Flower wreath

25. Decree

27. Cooks with vapor

28. Actor Sean ____
29. Unfasten
30. Flower
31. Copier
32. Say grace
33. Apply asphalt
34. Fabrication
36. Barbie's guy
38. Flawless
40. Gem weight
43. Pitcher spout
46. Scheduled
47. Slumbering
48. Desist
50. Untamed
51. Got out of bed
52. Adjust again
53. Notions
54. Skilled
55. Earnest request
56. Pod dwellers
57. Female singer
59. Motel units (abbr.)
60. Not home
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You don't suffer fools gladly, and
superficial fools even less so. You have
a mind to teach those around you a les-
son. You're uncompromising today,
and you can't understand why others
don't have your same high standards.
But are you truly as honest as you
expect others to be? 

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

Here is a day of challenges, Pisces. You're a
pro at questioning yourself, as you'll prove
today when you take a hard look at your
accomplishments. What have you created of
a personal nature in the last ten years? Have
you followed someone else's example
because you doubted yourself? Have you
been eternally “almost” ready? 

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

If you give the impression that you're in a
reserved and introspective mood (even if
you aren't), you'll succeed in avoiding
confrontation. Today there is no such
thing as a simple exchange with some-
one, Aries. But even in this atmosphere, it
is still a great day to evaluate your funda-
mental objectives a little more closely.

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

A challenging day is in store for you,
Taurus. If you're part of a group or team
or simply among friends, you may feel
somewhat ill at ease. Could it be that you
instill jealousy in others? There's only
one way to find out. Clear the air by say-
ing what needs to be said. State it clear-
ly and directly and you'll eliminate any
bad feelings among your group.

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

Sometimes dreams seem like just that -
dreams. Travel, a project, or a new
home could be a few of the things
you've been trying to accomplish for
some time now. Making any one of
these dreams come true possibly means
jeopardizing relationships. Your dreams
could seem particularly unattainable
today. 

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

You'll go one of two ways today, Cancer.
Either you'll turn inward and meditate in
a corner or you'll find a good friend and
confide your dissatisfaction. Don't hesi-
tate to let your guard down and express
yourself even more honestly than is typ-
ical for you. Have no worries that your
problems will bore your friend. True
friends are happy to help. 

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

Today is going to be an excellent day
for meeting interesting people, Leo.
And there will be nothing superficial
about these encounters. On the con-
trary, the people you are going to meet
will touch you profoundly and move
you deeply on an emotional level. But
don't let yourself be seduced by ideas
alone! Practicality matters, too!

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

You can expect today to be kind of
intense, Virgo. Even if you've made a
conscious decision not to let anything
get you down, you may still harbor
some negative emotions from the last
few days. Take advantage of this time
to relieve stress. Talk to someone
close or go out and whack a tennis
ball. 

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

The little fighter that you are makes it
very difficult for you to join us in the
great communal river that we're all try-
ing to navigate, Libra. You prefer to
travel solo, going down your private
stream as you see fit. However, these
are opportune days to try joining up
with others. 

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

Be disciplined about all areas of your body,
Scorpio. Take extra care to eat healthful,
balanced meals. Make sure you get enough
sleep. And even though you gripe about
having no time, get out there and exercise.
Don't wait for an emergency before you
take action. You and you alone control how
you feel. Your health is essential to your
well-being, not to mention your life!

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

If you've been feeling deep anger, today
isn't the day to let it out but rather the day
to consider its source. Any large gatherings
of family or friends should be avoided at all
costs. No, this doesn't mean you get to take
the day off! Just be extra careful about your
temper. A little isolation will go a long way
toward easing your tension, and may give
you some important insights.

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

Today you could feel a little more vulnerable
than usual, Capricorn. Perhaps you feel
hemmed in by decisions you can't put off any
longer. Or you could be a little overworked
and overwhelmed by all your activities. If
only your children could be a little more inde-
pendent! The day ahead will help you make
some decisive progress. 

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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Kangana Ranaut 
on ‘Lock Upp’: 

I want to establish 
highest standards 
of righteousness

Rajshree and
Cezanne undergo
cooking workshop

The first glimpse of Sony
Entertainment Television’s upcom-

ing drama ‘Appnapan…Badalte Rishton
ka Bandhan’ has already created a wave
of excitement amongst the viewers for
its heartwarming narrative. Shedding
light on the dilemma and complexities
in relationships, ‘Appnapan… Badalate
rishton ka bandhan’ will revolve
around the story of an estranged couple
– Pallavi and Nikhil who are also single
parents. And, with Rajshree Thakur
and Cezanne Khan portraying the lead
characters of Pallavi and Nikhil, the
viewers can’t wait to watch their chem-
istry come alive on screen. Well, the
viewers are in for a fun surprise as the
duo will be seen donning the chef ’s hat.
Brushing up their culinary skills to
bring in more authenticity to their char-
acters, both Rajshree Thakur and
Cezanne Khan did a fun cooking work-
shop along with a renowned cooking ex-
pert, Chef Naved. As a part of the work-
shop, not only did they master some
new techniques but both of them also
didn’t leave any chance to show off
their cooking skills. With this fun cook-
ing prep workshop from chopping,
kneading and folding etc., our actors are
all set to stir up some ‘masaledar’ enter-
tainment on-screen.
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Navi Mumbai, May 10 (PTI):

Delhi Capitals will aim
to quickly recover from
their loss in the previous
match to stay in the IPL
play-offs race while
Rajasthan Royals will be
eager to hold on to their
winning momentum when
the two teams clash here
on Wednesday.

The Capitals have lost
six of their 11 games and
although they are fifth on
the points table, they are
bunched alongside
Sunrisers Hyderabad and
Punjab Kings, who also
have 10 points from as
many games.

Delhi has the advantage
of a positive Net Run Rate
(+0.150) but the Capitals
need to win all their re-
maining three matches for
a shot at the playoffs.

Rajasthan, on the other
hand, are sitting on the
third spot with 14 points
and need just two wins to
be certain of qualification.
They have a healthy 0.326
NRR, which could come in
handy even if they lose
their remaining games.
DC have been one of the
most inconsistent teams
in the league this season
as they have struggled to
keep the winning momen-
tum going. After a moral-
boosting win against
Sunrisers, they were hand-

ed a 91-run thrashing by
CSK.

Their bowlers looked
clueless against Devon
Conway, who was hitting
boundaries and sixes at
will as CSK set a 200 plus
target.

Delhi's bowling depart-
ment hasn't inspired confi-
dence. While Kuldeep
Yadav is having a good sea-
son, the left-arm spinner
has gone for runs aplenty
in the previous two games.

The return of pace

spearhead Anrich Nortje
has also not made much of
a difference as the South
African hasn't been able to
replicate his fiery per-
formance from the previ-
ous seasons. Khaleel
Ahmed has been economi-
cal while Axar Patel has
bowled well. This biggest
downer for Delhi has been
Rishabh Pant's form. He
has shown glimpses of his
destructive power but the
team would want more
from its skipper who can
single-handedly turn
around any game.

The Royals have ar-
guably the best bowling
side in the competition.
With 22 wickets at 14.50,
Yuzvendra Chahal leads
the bowling charts this
season and alongside R
Ashwin, Trent Boult and
Prasidh Krishna, the
Rajasthan attack has the
ability to defend any total.

One of the positives for
the Royals is that have
been able to break the
overdependence on
Orange Cap holder Jos
Buttler, who has had a
quite couple of outings.

Given a chance to play
after over a month, young
Yashasvi Jaiswal shone
with a fine half-century
against Punjab Kings, pro-
viding the otherwise fal-
tering batting department
a boost.

DC aim to bounce back
against Rajasthan Royals

Bangkok, May 10 (PTI):

Indian women's bad-
minton team sailed into the
knockout stage of the Uber
Cup Final after humbling
USA 4-1 in a lopsided Group
D match here on Tuesday.

India, who had defeated
Canada 4-1 in their opening
tie, notched up a second
successive win to cement
their position in the top two
spot in their group to quali-
fy for the quarterfinals.

PV Sindhu once again
lead the proceedings with a
21-10 21-11 win over Jennie
Gai, doubles pair of
Tanisha Crasto and Treesa
Jolly then beat Francesca
Corbett and Allison Lee 21-
19 21-10 before Aakashi
Kashyap notched up a 21-18

21-11 victory over Esther
Shi as India took an unas-
sailable 3-0 lead.

Young doubles pair of
Simran Singhi and Ritika
Thaker then went down
fighting to Lauren Lam and
Kodi Tang Lee 12-21 21-17 13-
21 to salvage some pride for
USA.

In the final match,
Ashmita Chaliha prevailed
21-18 21-13 over Natalie Chi
to wrap up the match.

Indian women's team,
which has won two bronze
medals in the past, will next
face Korea on Wednesday in
their last group match.

The Indian men's team
also qualified for the knock-
out stage after ensuring
their place in the top two in
their group.

Uber Cup Final

India seal quarterfinal berth
with 4-1 win over USA

Navi Mumbai, May 10 (PTI):

Mumbai Indians pace
spearhead Jasprit Bumrah,
who picked his maiden fifer
in the IPL, said he is happy
with his rhythm in the on-
going season and the "noise
outside" doesn't affect him
personally.

Despite the five-wicket
haul, Bumrah has been able
to take only 10 wickets in
this IPL season from 11
matches. "Look we prepare

for the tournament and we
have our process, we don't
look at the end result,"
Bumrah said at the post-
match press conference
after MI lost to KKR by 52
runs. "If you understand
the game, you have to really
observe what's going on,
what is the game like, what

situation you are
bowling like, and
for me personally I

was very happy with
the rhythm going on
throughout the tourna-
ment."

Bumrah bowled excep-
tionally well to restrict

KKR to 165 for 9, but the MI
batters faltered yet again,
as the team suffered its
ninth loss in eleven games.

"I know there is a lot of
noise outside that goes on
but it doesn't really affect
me. Because I am not a per-
son who judges my per-
formance on what others
think or what the experts
are saying or whatever peo-
ple want to say," he said.

Bumrah hasn't been able
to pick wickets consistently
this season but the pacer
said the way he contributes
to the team is more impor-
tant for him.

"I look at my personal
evaluation is very impor-
tant, I look at the processes
that I have to follow and I
look at the end result on
how I can contribute to the
team, by sometimes bowl-
ing a good over and howev-
er I can help the team.

There is lot of noise 
outside, but that doesn’t

affect me: Bumrah

New Delhi, May 10 (PTI):

Tokyo Olympics bronze
medallist Lovlina
Borgohain upstaged former
champion Chen Nien-Chin
in the light middleweight
division on Monday to
enter the round of 16 at the
IBA Women's World Boxing
Championships in Istanbul.

Returning to competitive
boxing for the first time
since her podium finish at
the Tokyo Games last year,
Lovlina (70kg) won by a 3-2
split decision against the
Chinese Taipei boxer, who
had defeated her in the
semifinals of the 2018 edi-
tion.

This is Lovlina's second
win over Chen. The Indian
had gotten the better of her
in the Tokyo Olympics
quarterfinal enroute to her
bronze medal winning tri-
umph. The 24-year-old
Assam boxer, who has two

bronze medals from the
2018 and 2019 editions of the
tournament, will now take
on three-time national
champion from England,
Cindy Ngamba, in round of
16. The two boxers started
off the proceedings cau-
tiously maintaining dis-

tance from each other.
Lovlina soon began attack-
ing with the use of her long
arms but Chen defended
well.

Both boxers landed a few
punches in the second
round. Chen, who won gold
and bronze medals in 2018

and 2016 respectively at the
World Championships,
tried attacking in the third
round but the swift-moving
Indian managed to block
with a good defence tech-
nique and tilted the result
of the nail-biting match in
her favour.

Nadal likens his body
to ‘an old machine’ 

at Italian Open
Rome, May 10 (AP):

At 35 and after nearly
two decades at or near the
top of tennis, Rafael
Nadal likens his body to
an old machine.

A machine that was idle
for more than a month re-
cently when the 21-time
Grand Slam champion
was recovering from a rib
stress fracture. After he
was injured during a
semifinal win over Carlos
Alcaraz at Indian Wells in
March, Nadal returned to
action at the Madrid Open
last week, when he was
beaten by the 19-year-old
Spaniard in the quarterfi-
nals.

Nadal won his opening
20 matches of the year,
which included the
Australian Open title, but
he said at the Italian Open
on Monday that his
stretch of good form
means nothing now.

My body is like an old
machine. To put this ma-
chine on again it takes
some time, Nadal said.

It's not the same when
you (are) 19 than when
you have almost 36, with
all the issues that I went
through in my tennis ca-
reer.

You need to build again
the confidence on your
body, on your movements,
then you going to start
feeling again comfortable
with your tennis. It's more
about being confident
with my movements, re-
cover the speed, recover
the way that I have to play
on clay.

Nadal, who turns 36 on
June 3, is playing his final
warmup in Rome this
week before attempting to
add to his record total of
13 French Open titles.

The tournament at
Roland Garros starts in
less than two weeks.

Women’s World Boxing C’ships

Winning start for Lovlina,
beats Chen by split decision

Rome, May 10 (AP):

Denis Shapovalov over-
came a point penalty and a
hostile crowd to beat local
hope Lorenzo Sonego 7-6
(5), 3-6, 6-3 in the first
round of the Italian Open.

Late in the second set,
Shapovalov was given a
code violation for un-
sportsmanlike conduct
after hopping over the net
to show the chair umpire a
mark on his opponent's
side of the red clay court
which is not permitted.

The umpire determined
that Shapovalov's serve
was out, resulting in a dou-
ble fault and a break point
for Sonego. Then with the
code violation, Shapovalov
lost the game to trail 5-3.

A lot of things happened
in the heat of the moment.
I need to be better with my
behavior, Shapovalov said.

It was my mistake. I'll
know the rule for next
time. I definitely won't step
over the net.

Even after stepping over

the net, Shapovalov wasn't
done arguing. The 13th-
seeded Canadian then
called the chair umpire
onto his side of the court
and singled out a fan who
was heckling him. I'm not

going to kick him out be-
cause I didn't see what he
was doing, the umpire
said. I saw you talking to
him and you incited it a lit-
tle bit. I understand you're
frustrated. After the

match, Shapovalov apolo-
gized to the umpire.

Shapovalov reached the
semifinals in Rome two
years ago, while Sonego
made the last four last
year.

Melbourne, May 10 (PTI):

India will gear up for the ICC
T20 World Cup with a home
series against Australia featur-
ing three T20 internationals in
September later this year.
According to a report in foxs-
ports.com.au, "Australia will
play a number of white ball
series with home games
against Zimbabwe, New
Zealand, West Indies and
England coming either side of
three T20s in India in
September." The series will
serve as a preparation for the
showpiece event to be held in
Australia in October and
November this year. Next year,
Australia is also set to tour
India for a four-Test tour in
February and March. India's
next assignment is a five-
match T20 series against South
Africa at home from June 9 to
19, followed by a tour of
Ireland for two T20Is.
The Rohit Sharma-led side then
takes on England in the
rescheduled fifth and final Test,
which was postponed last year
due to a COVID-19 outbreak in
the Indian camp, on July 1.

Kolkata, May 10 (PTI):

Talismanic captain
Sunil Chhetri will return
to the national team dur-
ing next month's Asian
Cup qualifiers and head
coach Igor Stimac is confi-
dent that the country will
win the tournament and
book a ticket for the conti-
nental showpiece in China
next year.

The 37-year-old Chhetri
will return to action after
six months, having last
played for India during
their 3-0 win over Nepal in
the SAFF Championships
final in October.

Stimac said Chhetri is
back to his full fitness and
will be the "main force and
strength" of the team.

"Sunil is still here, he's
still in great shape,"
Stimac said when asked
how long Chhetri can pro-
long his career.

"We didn't involve him
in Bahrain and Belarus
games because he needed
time to recover from some
minor problems he was
facing throughout the last

couple of years.
"That time has served

very well to Sunil. He has
recovered very well. He's
showing that on the train-
ing pitch every day and
still at this point he will be
the main force and
strength of the Indian na-
tional team up front."

Chhetri had suffered
minor niggles and missed
out of the friendlies
against Belarus and
Bahrain in March.

Stimac also said young

forward Rahim Ali, who
will be out of action for at
least six weeks due to an
injury, will be a big loss.

"I feel very sorry that
Rahim Ali who in the re-
cent past created a great
partnership with Sunil.
He was someone who was
making Sunil's life much
easier up front and doing a
great job to be honest,
bringing players to his
back and leaving Sunil
open and free there on the
other side," he said.

Chhetri has recovered well, will
be team’s main force: Stimac

India to play 3 T20s 
at home against

Australia in
September

Shapovalov overcomes code
violation for win at Italian Open
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Devotees of Shree Bawaji Maharaj take part in a Palki Yatra, in Surat, Tuesday.

PALKI YATRA

Rajya Sabha Chairman M. Venkaiah Naidu, Rajya Sabha Deputy Chairman Harivansh Narayan Singh and Rajya
Sabha Secretary General P.C. Mody pose for a group photograph with the family members of Rajya Sabha
Secretariat employees who participated in the cultural event organised on the Rajya Sabha Day, at GMC Balayogi
Auditorium, Parliament, in New Delhi, Tuesday.

RAJYA SABHA DAY
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Bengaluru, May 10 (PTI): 

In the wake of Azaan
versus Hanuman Chalisa
row in Karnataka, the
state government has is-
sued a set of directions on
the use of loudspeakers
and to remove them if
they were not authorised
by the ‘designated authori-
ty.’

The note issued by the
state Chief Secretary P
Ravi Kumar to the
Additional Chief
Secretary Jawaid Akhtar,
said Forest, Ecology and
Environment Department
also defined the ‘designat-
ed authority.’

The development comes
following a row from
Monday morning on this
issue with some Hindu

groups, mainly Sriram
Sena, Bajrang Dal and
Hindu Janajagruthi
Samithi organising
Bhajan-Keertan from pre-
dawn to counter azaan
from mosques.

As the row aggravated,
Chief Minister Basavaraj
Bommai held a meeting on
Monday, following which
the Chief Secretary issued
a note to Akhtar.

Citing the Supreme
Court ruling dated July 18,
2005 and October 28, 2005
regarding the implemen-
tation of the Noise
Pollution (Regulation and
Control) Rules, 2000, the
Chief Secretary said loud-
speaker or the Public
Address System should
not be used except after ob-
taining permission from

the designated authority.
Rule 5 (2) of the NPRC

Rules bars the use of loud
speaker or public address
system or any sound pro-
ducing instrument at
night time except in closed
premises, subject to other
condition, the note said.

“All users of loudspeak-
ers or public address sys-
tem shall obtain written
permission from the desig-
nated authority within 15
days. Those who don’t ob-
tain, should voluntarily re-
move or should be re-
moved by the designated
authority,” Kumar said in
his note.

He also directed that a
committee should be
formed at different levels
to decide the application of
loudspeaker or public ad-

dress system.
In police commissioner-

ate areas, the committee
will comprise assistant
commissioner of police,
jurisdictional executive
engineer of the city corpo-
ration and a representa-
tive of the state pollution
control board.

In other areas, deputy
superintendents of police,
the jurisdictional
Tehsildar and a represen-
tative of the state pollu-
tion control board.

“This is applicable to all
premises which are using
loudspeakers and public
address system. Necessary
government orders or di-
rections shall be issued to
all concerned to imple-
ment this with immediate
effect,” the note read.

Azaan vs Hanuman Chalisa row

K’taka govt issues 
directions on loudspeakers

Bhubaneswar, May 10 (PTI): 

Severe cyclone Asani
neared the east coast,
packing gale-force winds
up to 105 kmph, amid indi-
cation of gradual weaken-
ing on Tuesday, the India
M e t e o r o l o g i c a l
Department (IMD) said.

The cyclone, which was
moving at 5 kmph in the
morning, gained speed to
25 kmph later in the day, as
it lays centered around 210
km south-southeast of
Kakinada in Andhra
Pradesh and 530 km south-
southwest of Gopalpur in
Odisha, according to the
latest bulletin issued at
4.30 PM. The system is ex-
pected to recurve on
Tuesday evening and
move parallel to the coast
in the north-northeast di-
rection. IMD Director
General Mrutunjay

Mohapatra said that cy-
clone Asani has already
achieved maximum stage
of intensification and is
gradually getting weak-
ened. “After nearing the
Andhra Pradesh coast in
the evening, the system
will change its course and

move off and along the
Odisha coast,” he said.

Mohapatra said that the
severe cyclonic storm will
weaken into a cyclonic
storm on Wednesday and
turn into a deep depres-
sion on Thursday.
Bhubaneswar Regional

Meteorological Centre
Director H R Biswas said
that the severe cyclonic
storm has already started
losing steam.

Light to moderate rain-
fall took place in Puri and
Khurda, while very heavy
downpour is likely to

occur in some places in
north coastal Andhra
Pradesh and coastal
Odisha from Tuesday
night.

He said the gale-force
wind speed will decline to
80-90 kmph by Tuesday
night and to 60-70 kmph by
Wednesday evening.

The MeT Department
has warned fishermen
against venturing into
deep sea till Thursday, as
Odisha braced for heavy
rain in the coastal areas.
Rainfall was recorded in
Ganjam, Puri and Khurda
on Tuesday morning.

Special Relief
Commissioner (SRC) P K
Jena said local authorities
have been put on alert to
face heavy rain and water-
logging and asked to un-
dertake evacuation of peo-
ple from 15 blocks in four
coastal districts.

‘Cyclone Asani nears east coast, starts losing steam’

Members of the Coast Guard Disaster Relief Teams (DRTs) prepare an inflatable boat and
floatation devices as part of precautionary measures against Cyclone Asani.

RRaanncchhii,,  MMaayy  1100  ((PPTTII))::  

Jharkhand Chief Minister
Hemant Soren Tuesday said he
has sought a four-week exten-
sion of time from the Election
Commission to reply to its
notice over charges that he
issued a mining lease in the
state in his favour. The EC had
issued the notice to Soren on
May 2 asking him to reply to it
by May 10.

“I have sought at least four
weeks’ extension of time from
the EC for submission of my
detailed reply to its notice,” he
told PTI. “I have also requested
EC that I would like to be given
the opportunity of personal
hearing by the Commission
through my legal counsel
before it formulates its opinion
in the matter for tendering it to
the Governor of Jharkhand
under Article 192(2) of the
Constitution of India,” Soren
said. The poll panel has

received a representation from
Jharkhand Governor Ramesh
Bais on the issue of misuse of
office by the chief minister and
will send its opinion to him.

If the charges are proved, he
may stand to be disqualified as
a member of the state assem-
bly. “I deny and dispute all alle-
gations of BJP about my
alleged disqualification for
being a member of the
Jharkhand Legislative
Assembly on the ground of a
mining lease, obtained by me
in May 2021, under Section 9A
of the Representation of

People Act, 1951 or any other
ground whatsoever and deny
all allegations by BJP that I had
misused my office to obtain
mining lease,” Soren said in
the letter to EC. Section 9A of
the Representation of the
People Act deals with disquali-
fication of a lawmaker for gov-
ernment contract.

In the letter to the EC, Soren
said he has not been able to
engage suitable legal counsel
as he was compelled to be in
Hyderabad, except for a short
absence when he attended the
Conference of Chief Ministers
and Chief Justices of India with
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
in New Delhi on April 30, as his
67-year-old mother is critically
ill for about eight months and
had to be airlifted on April 28,
2022 from Ranchi to Hyderabad
for better medical treatment.
“She is presently under treat-
ment in the ICU of AIG Hospital
at Hyderabad. 

Soren seeks 4-week extension from EC 
To reply to notice over mine lease

Tanagar, May 10 (PTI):

Arunachal Pradesh
Chief Minister Pema
Khandu Tuesday empha-
sized the concept of pan-
Arunachal’ as the only
mantra for the overall de-
velopment of the state and
welfare of its people.

He said dreaming and
working together taking
into consideration every
tribe and part of the state
is the only way forward.

Speaking at the valedic-
tory function of the first
ever Arunachal Yuva
Samanvay’, organized by
the state Youth Affairs de-
partment at Jairampur in
Changlang district,
Khandu said the current
trend of thinking for self
and tribe first should be re-
versed, an official commu-

niqu said here. The trend
of keeping the interest of
self first, then the tribe
you belong to and the state
last must be reversed. We
should keep the interest of
the state first, tribe next
and self last. Only then we
would grow as a state, he
said. Khandu explained
that as the state has so

many tribes, who are cul-
turally miles apart, plan-
ning should be based on
the pan-Arunachal con-
cept so that each tribe gets
equal share of develop-
ment. The concept of pan-
Arunachal should begin
from every individual, es-
pecially the youths, he
said. Hailing the success of
the Arunachal Yuva
Samanvay that began on
May 6 and attended by
youths from all the 26
tribes of the state, Khandu
announced to make the
event an annual calendar
event of the state govern-
ment. He requested Youth
Affairs Minister Mama
Natung, present at the
function, to submit a pro-
posal in this regard imme-
diately for the state cabinet
to consider.

‘Pan Arunachal only mantra
for overall development’

Pema Khandu

New Delhi, May 10 (PTI):
To make train journey
more comfortable for pas-
sengers travelling with in-
fants, the railways has fit-
ted foldable “baby berths”
on the side of lower main
berths of the Lucknow

Mail as part of a pilot proj-
ect. Based on the feedback
of passengers on the “new
product”, plans will be
drawn to expand the con-
cept to other trains, offi-
cials said. The “baby
berth”, which are hinged

to the lower main berths,
can be folded and secured
with a stopper when not in
use. It has been is aligned
the main berth.

On the Lucknow Mail,
two “baby berths” of 770
mm in length, 255 mm in
width and 76.2 mm in
height were fitted to 12 and
60 main berths of the sec-
ond cabins on both ends of
coaches on April 27.

“This has been done on
a trial basis and will be ex-
panded once we get posi-
tive feedback from passen-
gers. Once we try it out
more and record the feed-
backs, we will put the nec-
essary details on CRIS
(Centre for Railway
Information Systems)
where it can be booked on
request,” an official of the
Northern Railway said.

Rly launches ‘baby berths’ for
passengers travelling with kids

Foldable baby seats installed as a pilot project in Lucknow
Mail, Tuesday. 

Kolkata, May 10 (PTI):

Nobel Laureate mathe-
matical physicist Roger
Penrose has said that the
present universe did not
start with the Big Bang
and that there was another
universe before the pres-
ent one. Traces of the older
universe can be discovered
in present black holes and
certain electromagnetic
radiation spots in the sky,
Penrose, said in his ad-
dress at a virtual meet at
the Saha Institute of
Nuclear Physics here from
Oxford on Monday.

“There was actually an-
other universe existing be-
fore the present one and
the Big Bang merely
marked the end of that
universe. Evidence of that
previous universe can still
be observed these days,” he

said. In a similar way this
universe will be succeeded
by another after millions
of years with the mark of
the current universe left in
black holes, Penrose, who
is currently associated
with Oxford University
and is a contemporary of
Stephen Hawking, said
elucidating the theory of
the “conformal cyclic cos-
mology” which talks of
the infinite cycles sur-

rounding the universe and
Big Bang. He was awarded
the 2020 Nobel Prize in
Physics for his research on
black holes. The nonage-
narian Nobel laureate had
been Stephen Hawking’s
collaborator and discov-
ered among other areas
the cycle of time, a break-
through of perpetual evo-
lution of our universe
from one aeon to another.

Subir Sarkar, the senior
professor of Theoretical
Physics and Cosmology at
Oxford, Larry McLerran,
leading physicist of US
field Quark Gluon Plasma
(US) and Sushanta
Duttagupta, the founder
director of IISER and for-
mer Visva Bharati Vice-
chancellor were the key
participants at the three-
day meet which started on
May 9.

Big Bang did not start the
present universe: Penrose

Roger Penrose

Itanagar, May 10 (PTI): 

Birdwatchers in the
Himalayan regions of
India, Nepal and Bhutan
will come together on May
14 this year, to document
as many birds of the
mountain range.

From westernmost
Ladakh to easternmost
Arunachal Pradesh, this is
the first edition of the
Himalayan Bird Count
(HBC) which is aimed at
celebrating the incredible
bird diversity and to bring
attention to the threatened
habitats of the Himalayas.

The event is being or-
ganised by Bird Count
India, Bird Conservation
Nepal and Bhutan-based
Royal Society for
Protection of Nature, to
bring the Himalayan bird-
ing fraternity together for
a common good.

The organisations have
collectively decided to do
the event on Endemic Bird
Day to spread awareness
about Himalaya’s bird bio-
diversity, a press release
informed here on Tuesday.

The Himalaya has fasci-
nated millions by its sheer
might and beauty. The
snow-capped mountains,
the cold deserts, the lush
green forests and grass-
lands, and the white wa-
ters of the rivers are home
to several unique birds.
But these fragile ecosys-
tems and their inhabitants
are threatened by rapid
warming at a rate estimat-
ed to be three times faster
than the global average.

Himalayan Bird Count
can provide consistent,
snapshot information of
bird diversity in a region
that is increasingly threat-
ened by climate change.

Himalayan Bird Count to document
avian species of mountain range

HC refuses nod to
teenage rape victim

to abort 29-week
pregnancy

MMuummbbaaii::  The Bombay High
Court has refused to grant
permission to a 16-year-old
rape survivor to terminate
her 29-week pregnancy, but
directed the Maharashtra
government to admit the girl
to an NGO in Mumbai till her
delivery and pay her an
interim compensation of Rs
50,000. A division bench of
Justices Revati Mohite Dere
and Madhav Jamdar passed
its order on May 6, a copy of
which was made available
on Tuesday, while hearing a
petition filed by the girl
through her father, seeking
permission to terminate the
pregnancy. The court
refused permission as a
team of doctors who had
examined the girl opined
that if the pregnancy was
terminated at this stage, the
baby would be born prema-
turely and would hence, suf-
fer from lifelong morbidities.



New Delhi, May 10 (PTI):

Home delivery of
liquor in the national
capital is likely to see
the light of the day
soon, as a group of
ministers (GoM) of
the Delhi government
has given a go ahead
to it, officials said on
Tuesday.

The GoM has also viewed
that there should not be any
restriction on the rate of dis-
counting by the retail liquor
vends as long as the market
operates in a healthy man-
ner. Delhi government in
view of crowds outside re-
tail vends and some report-

ed malpractices, recently
capped the discount on
liquor to 25 per cent.

The proposals of home
delivery and other recom-
mendations of the GoM, re-
garding the Excise Police
2022-23 being framed, will be
put before the Delhi Cabinet
for its approval, the officials
said. "....The group of minis-
ters recommended that
home delivery of liquor
sourced from retail liquor
vends in Delhi may be al-
lowed," said an official docu-
ment citing meeting of the
GoM last month.

The GoM considered that
home delivery could be an
appropriate alternative to

ensure liquor supply during
pandemic or emergency sit-
uation induced lockdowns,
besides ensuring equitable
distribution of liquor,
checking spurious liquor
consumption and inter state
smuggling.

The home delivery may
be done by empanelled in-
termediaries who will col-
lect the liquor from respec-
tive retail vend and deliver it
to respective localities
through ordering by the cho-
sen empanelled agency to do
home delivery, the Excise de-
partment has proposed.
Excise department will
frame detail terms and ref-
erences for the grant of L-13

licence after approval of the
home delivery proposal by
the Cabinet, said the docu-
ment.

It will study various mod-
els adopted by other states
in the country. The chosen
empanelled agencies will
hold L-13/ L-13 F license en-
abling such entities to do
home delivery.

The Law department of
Delhi government had
pointed that in absence of
any enabling provision,
home delivery of liquor by
an intermediary, except a li-
censee, is impermissible. It
is also to be ascertained how
it is being implemented in
other states.
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Inspection 
DDeehhrraadduunn:: The police
have intensified inspec-
tions of railway and bus
stations across
Uttarakhand after a letter
threatening to blow up
six railway stations in the
state was received
recently, officials said on
Tuesday. The letter was
sent to the superinten-
dent of Roorkee railway
station on Saturday. 

Interim bail 
AAllllaahhaabbaadd:: The Allahabad
High Court on Tuesday
granted interim bail to
Samajwadi Party MLA
Azam Khan in a case relat-
ed to alleged grabbing of
enemy property for his
Jauhar University project.
The bail order was passed
by Justice Rahul
Chaturvedi. The interim
bail has been granted on
the condition that Khan
has to return the entire
enemy property to para-
military forces and has to
furnish personal bond of
Rs 1 lakh and two sureties
of like amount.

Felicitate
SShhiilllloonngg:: Altogether 25
freedom fighters of
Bangladesh were on
Tuesday felicitated by the
Indian Air Force (IAF)
which took an active part
in their liberation war in
1971. Speaking on behalf of
the Bangladeshi delega-
tion, Haroon Habib paid
rich tribute to the members
of the Indian armed forces
who fought for the libera-
tion of East Pakistan which
later became Bangladesh. 

Suspended 
KKaannnnaauujj:: A government
teacher in Uttar Pradesh
has been suspended for
making inappropriate
comments on social
media against the dis-
trict's basic shiksha
adhikari, an official said
on Tuesday. Vinay Rajput,
an assistant teacher at
the Jamuniyapur Upper
Primary School in
Haseran block, had put a
post on Facebook against
basic shiksha adhikari
Sangeeta Singh, he said.
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A boy takes bath under a
water-pipeline on a hot

summer afternoon, in New
Delhi, Tuesday.
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Srinagar, May 10 (PTI): 

A civilian was killed
and two others, including
a soldier, were injured, in
an encounter between
militants and security
forces in Shopian district
of Jammu and Kashmir,
police said on Tuesday.

In another south
Kashmir district of
Anantnag, a gunfight was
underway between mili-
tants and security forces.

Giving details, a police
spokesman said a cordon
and search operation was
launched on Monday
evening by security forces
in the Pandoshan area of
Shopian following infor-
mation about the pres-
ence of terrorists there.

As the search party was
establishing the cordon
around the area, the hid-
ing terrorists started in-
discriminate firing on it,
he said.

The spokesman said the
security forces exercised
maximum restraint to
save and evacuate the
civilians present in the
area.

"However, during the
evacuation process, the

hiding terrorists targeted
the civilians as well as the
security forces in a bid to
escape. Although the civil-
ians were evacuated to a
safer place, due to heavy
firing by terrorists, one
soldier Lance Naik Sanjib
Das and two civilians
namely Shahid Gani Dar
and Suhaib Ahmad re-
ceived gunshot injuries,"
he said.

The injured persons

were immediately airlift-
ed to Army's 92 Base
Hospital in Srinagar.
However, the civilian,
Shahid Gani Dar, suc-
cumbed to injuries, the
spokesman said.

Taking advantage of
the darkness and the civil-
ian presence, the terror-
ists managed to escape
from the site of the en-
counter but efforts are on
to locate them, he said.

Bhadohi (UP) May 10 (PTI):

A joint team of Bhadohi
district administration,
labour department and po-
lice on Tuesday freed 55
bonded workers including
children following a raid on
a brick kiln here.

All the rescued workers
are residents of
Chhattisgarh, Labour
Enforcement Officer
Pratima Maurya said.

The Labor Department of
Bilaspur, Chhattisgarh, had
sent a letter on Monday
about the workers being
held hostage and made to
work in the brick kiln fol-
lowing which a raid was
carried out in Amirona vil-
lage of Nai Bazar area,
Maurya said. As many as 30
labourers, including five

child labourers were found
working at the kiln. Apart
from them, 25 other people
of their families, including
small children, were found
in a different room. In this
way a total of fifty-five
workers were freed, she
said. Everyone was being
made to work, Maurya said,
adding that after freeing all
the 55, their statement was
recorded before the Deputy
Collector Chandrashekhar.

The brick kiln owners
Jameel Khan and Hayat
Khan fled from the spot and
a case has been registered
against them in the city
Kotwali under relevant sec-
tions, Maurya said.

Action is being taken to
hand over the freed workers
to the Bilaspur District
Labor Department of
Chhattisgarh state, she
added.

Bijapur, May 10 (PTI): 

Police have arrested three
Naxals, allegedly involved in
an attack on a CRPF team
last month, from
Chhattisgarh's Bijapur dis-
trict, an official said on
Tuesday.

The cadres were appre-
hended on Monday evening
from a forest in Empur vil-
lage under Pamed police sta-
tion limits when a joint team
of the 204th battalion of
CoBRA (Commando
Battalion for Resolute
Action), an elite unit of
CRPF, and the district force
was on an area domination
operation, he said.

The arrested rebels were
identified as Madvi Bheema
(30), Madvi Nanda (27) and
Madkam Kosa (25), residents
of Pedda Dharmavaram vil-
lage in Pamed area, located

over 450 km from the state
capital Raipur, the official
said. The three were alleged-
ly part of the Maoist squad
that attacked a team of the
Central Reserve Police Force
(CRPF) near its
Dharmavaram camp on
April 24 this year. But, no
harm was reported to secu-
rity personnel in that inci-
dent, he added.

Dahod (Guj), May 10 (PTI): 

Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi on Tuesday ac-
cused Prime Minister
Narendra Modi of creat-
ing two Indias, one for the
rich and another for the
poor, and claimed that the
resources of the country
are being given to a few
wealthy people.

Launching his party's
campaign for this year's
Gujarat Assembly elec-
tions at an Adivasi satya-
grah rally' in tribal-domi-
nated Dahod district,
Gandhi said he was confi-
dent that Congress will
come to power in the state.

This is the first public
rally of the Congress
party in Gujarat in the
run-up to the 2022 state
elections, due in
December.

In 2014, Narendra Modi
ji became the prime minis-
ter of India. Before that,
he was the chief minister
of Gujarat. The work he
started in Gujarat, he is
doing in the country. It is
called the Gujarat Model,
Gandhi said.

Today, two Indias are
being created, one India of
the rich, a few select peo-
ple, billionaires and bu-
reaucrats who have power
and money. The second
India is of the common
people, he said.

The Congress party
does not want two Indias

but equality for everyone,
he said.

Gandhi said Congress
wanted proper distribu-
tion of resources for
everyone, which it had en-
sured when in power in
the past.

In the BJP model, peo-
ple's resources such as
water, forest and land
which belong to tribals
and other poor people, are
being given to a few, he
said.

The Congress leader
also said that the BJP-led
government in Gujarat
had deprived tribals of
their rights.

The BJP government
will not give you anything,
but take away everything
from you. You (tribals)
have to snatch your rights
and then only you will get
what is yours, he said.

Mumbai, May 10 (PTI): 

Santoor virtuoso Pt Shiv
Kumar Sharma, who took
the stringed instrument to
the global stage and success-
fully straddled the worlds of
classical and film music,
died here on Tuesday follow-
ing a heart attack. He was
83. Sharma, one of India's
most well known classical
musicians, died between 8
and 8.30 am at his Pali Hill
residence here, his secre-
tary Dinesh told PTI.

He had been active till the
end and was due to perform
in Bhopal next week. He was
also suffering from renal ail-

ments. "He had a severe
heart attack in the morn-
ing... He was active and was
to perform in Bhopal next
week. He was on regular
dialysis but was still active,"
a family source said.

Sharma, one half of the
famous 'Shiv-Hari' compos-
er duo along with flautist
Hari Prasad Chaurasiya, is
survived by his wife
Manorama and sons Rahul,
also a santoor player, Rohit.
The Shiv-Hari duo com-
posed music for an array of
films such as "Silsila",
"Lamhe", "Chandni" and
"Darr".

A Padma Vibhushan re-
cipient, Sharma was born in
Jammu in 1938 and is be-
lieved to be the first musi-
cian to have played Indian
classical music on the san-
toor, a folk instrument from
Jammu and Kashmir.

CBI searches 
8 locations  

New Delhi, May 10 (PTI): 

The CBI on Tuesday searched
eight locations in Jammu,
Srinagar and Mumbai, includ-
ing premises of then J&K Bank
chairman Haseeb Drabu, in
connection with alleged irreg-
ularities in purchase of a
building by the bank for its
integrated office in Mumbai in
2010, officials said.
The Akruti Gold Building was
purchased for around Rs 180
crore, they said.
The Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) had regis-
tered the case on November
11 last year on a reference
from the Jammu and Kashmir
government, the officials said.

New Delhi, May 10 (PTI):  

The Supreme Court
Tuesday asked the Centre
to apprise it about the
views on the issue of pro-
tection of interest of citi-
zens till the colonial-era
penal law on sedition is re-
considered by an appropri-
ate forum.

A bench headed by Chief
Justice N V Ramana took
note of the submissions of
the Centre that said it has
decided to "re-examine
and reconsider" the sedi-

tion law by an appropriate
forum and sought the re-
sponse to a suggestion
whether the filing of sedi-
tion cases in future be kept
at abeyance till re-exami-
nation. Solicitor General
Tushar Mehta, appearing
for the Centre, said that he
would take instruction
from the government and
apprise the bench on
Wednesday.

We are making it very
clear. We want instruc-
tions. We will give you
time till tomorrow.
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Delhiites to receive home delivery of liquor

Civilian killed, soldier injured
as militants open fire

̈ To break security
forces’ cordon

Over 50 bonded labourers
from Ch’garh rescued 

̈ From brick kiln

Three Naxals, wanted for
attack on CRPF, held

The cadres were apprehend-
ed on Monday evening from
a forest in Empur village
under Pamed police station
limits when a joint team of
the 204th battalion of
CoBRA (Commando
Battalion for Resolute
Action), an elite unit of
CRPF, and the district force
was on an area domination
operation.

About the arrest

‘PM  created two Indias, one
for rich and another for poor’

Santoor maestro Shiv Kumar Sharma dies at 83

SC TO CENTRE

‘What about pending,
future sedition cases’
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Bhilai, May 10: 

Inspector General of
Police Durg Range (Durg
Range) Badri Narayan
Meena chaired a 4-hour
long marathon meeting on
Tuesday with the
Superintendents of Police
(SPs) of Durg Range in the
auditorium of the
Inspector General of
Police Office in 32
B u n g a l o w s .
Superintendent of Police
(Durg) Dr Abhishek
Pallava, Superintendent of
Police (Rajnandgaon)
Santosh Singh,
Superintendent of Police
(Bemetra) Dharmendra
Singh, Superintendent of
Police (Kawardha) Lal
Umed Singh,
Superintendent of Police
(Balod) Govardhan
Thakur, Additional
Superintendent of Police
(IGP Office) Neha Pandey
were present in the meet-
ing.

In the meeting, discus-
sions were held regarding
prevention of crimes,
speedy disposal of pend-
ing cases, law and order,
VIP duty and Naxal activi-
ties. In relation to the in-
formation of Naxalite ac-
tivity, SPs were directed to

remain alert and take vigi-
lant actions.

Inspector General of
Police Badri Narayan
Meena gave strict instruc-
tions to curb gambling,
betting and illegal trade as
well as strict action
against the offenders. He
asked the SPs to ensure
proper record keeping in
the police stations, investi-
gation and disposal of
complaints / applications
on time, sending the re-
port of warrants/letters
received from the court,
etc. According to the week-
ly roster of the police per-
sonnel, he stressed on the
matter of giving weekly
holidays to the cops.

While reviewing the
crime and law and order
situation of the districts of
Durg range, he gave in-
structions regarding ac-

tion on various points and
special emphasis was laid
on the fact that the cases of
serious nature should be
redressed legally as soon
as possible. In the cases re-
lated to women, instruc-
tions were given to take
legal action by taking im-
mediate cognizance and
special emphasis was laid
on the fact that in the
cases related to women
and children, speedy re-
dressal should be done
within the time-limit.
Inspector General of
Police said that in the
cases registered against ir-
regular financial compa-
nies, the review of interim
attachment, final attach-
ment, auction and refund
of investors should be
done daily by the
Superintendents of Police.
The process of identifica-

tion and attachment of im-
movable properties of un-
regulated financial compa-
nies located outside the
state should be done at the
earliest and special teams
should be constituted to
trace and arrest the ab-
sconding accused in these
cases. He gave special at-
tention to the disposal of
all serious cases pending
in the districts - especially
murder, attempt to mur-
der, rape, kidnapping and
crimes related to women
and children, missing per-
son investigation (women,
boy / girl), SC / ST Act
cases. Weekly review of all
such pending cases should
be done and the cases
should be resolved in a
time bound manner.

In serious cases in
which arrests have not
been made so far, special
teams have been constitut-
ed to conduct raids at all
the possible locations of
the accused and conduct
constant searches, arrest-
ing the absconding ac-
cused at the earliest and
solving the cases. The situ-
ation of communal ten-
sion, preparations for the
infrastructure of the new
districts, etc were also dis-
cussed.

IGP chairs marathon
meeting of SPs

More than 30 important points discussed

Bhilai, May 10: 

SAIL-Bhilai Steel
Plant that produces high
strength TMT Bars with
earthquake and corro-
sion resistant properties
for use in big projects of
national importance in-
cluding dams, power
plant projects, bridges,
flyovers, expressway,
tunnels etc has recently
been supplying TMT
Bars of required grade
for use in the Ayodhya
Ram Mandir construc-
tion project and for use
by Border Roads
Organisation.

More than 610 Tonnes
of TMT bars in 500 D
Grade of different di-
mensions have been sup-
plied by SAIL-BSP to
BRO for purpose of con-
struction of roads,
bridges etc to ensure
connectivity in border
areas in last fiscal year
2021-22.

The TMT Bars of 500 D
Grade supplied to BRO
have been produced in
the Plant’s modern Bar
& Rod Mill. TMT Bars
supplied to BRO include
350 Tonnes of 16 millime-
tre (mm) diameter, 120 T

of 20 mm diameter, 74
Tonnes of 10 mm diame-
ter and 69 Tonnes of 12
mm diameter.

Around 190 Tonnes of
TMT Bars in 550D grade
of different dimensions
has so far been supplied
by SAIL-BSP for the con-
struction of upcoming
Ram Mandir in Ayodhya.
The TMT bars supplied
for this project have been
produced both in the
Plant’s modern Bar &
Rod Mill and Merchant
Mill.

The material supplied
include about 120 T of
TMT Bars in 550D grade
in 12 mm diameter pro-
duced in Bar & Rod Mill
and about 65 T of TMT
Bars in same grade in 32
mm diameter produced
in Merchant Mill. It is
worth mentioning that

products from Bhilai’s
Modex unit, Bar & Rod
Mill have reached vari-
ous corners of the coun-
try. The superior product
quality of products, with
negative tolerance and
consistent mechanical
properties and good
weldability produced as
per IS-1786 norms, has
been widely appreciated
by customers of SAIL-
Bhilai.

The Plant’s Merchant
Mill on the other hand
has been rolling out ex-
actly what customers of
this highly competitive
section of the market are
demanding today – steel
with the right chemistry
for big power and irriga-
tion projects and high-
rise buildings coming up
in seismic and corrosion
prone areas. All the TMT

bars and rods that the
Plant’s Merchant Mill
rolls out have earth-
quake-resistant proper-
ties. Additionally, HCR
or high-corrosion resist-
ant properties are also
provided to meet cus-
tomer needs. While
Merchant Mill’s entire
TMT production is of
EQR variety, more sec-
tions have been added
and corrosion-resistant
variety of TMT EQR
Rebar is being produced.

All TMT products
from Bhilai Steel Plant,
both from Bar & Rod Mill
and Merchant Mill are
now being bar-coded be-
fore despatch so that
upon scanning the bar
code, the customer gets
to know detail informa-
tion about the product.

Besides dams, ther-
mal, hydro-electric and
nuclear power projects,
bridges, highways, fly-
overs, tunnels and high-
rise buildings all over
the country, TMT Bars
from SAIL-Bhilai have
been used is some land-
mark projects such as
Bandra Worli Sea Link
Bridge, Statue of Unity,
Agra expressway on
which fighter planes
have landed and in sever-
al bridges & tunnels in
North and North-East
India.

BSP supplying TMT Bars for 
ongoing construction of Ram Mandir 
 Also for use 

by Border Roads

Organisation

Bhilai, May 10: 

Fire broke out at the
Nehru Nagar Railway
Under Bridge on Tuesday
afternoon. The plastic
shed installed on the roof
of the under bridge was
destroyed in the fire.
Fortunately there were no
casualties. Prima facie it
appears that fire in the
sugarcane wastes dumped
near the under bridge ig-
nited the plastic roof.
Mayor Neeraj Pal and
Commissioner Prakash
Surve immediately
reached the mishap site
and supervised the fire
fighting operations.
Traffic movement even on
the adjacent Railway Over
Bridge remained affected
for a long time due to the
thick smoke which
emerged from the burning
plastic.

It needs to be mentioned
here that there are some
roadside vends of coconut
water and sugarcane juice
on the Garage Road near
the Railway Under Bridge
and Railway Over Bridge
at Nehru Nagar. These
vends dump their wastes
near the shed of Under
Bridge which is only a few

inches above the ground
level. The dump of wastes
caught fire due to un-
known reasons after
which the flames reached
the plastic shed. Soon a
large portion of the shed
started burning with huge
flames. Thick smoke
emerged from the fire due
to which the traffic move-
ment on the railway over
bridge was also affected.

On information, Fire
Tenders and Police Team
reached the spot and fire
fighting operations were

launched. Mayor Neeraj
Pal, Commissioner
Prakash Surve and MiC
member Laxmipati Raju
also reached the mishap
site. The fire brigade man-
aged to douse the flames.
Water tankers of BMC
also assisted in fire fight-
ing. On instructions of the
Mayor and Commissioner,
earth movers were
pressed into service for re-
moving the debris as well
as the wastes and bushes
lying near the Under
Bridge.

Nehru Nagar under bridge shed destroyed in fire 

BBhhiillaaii,,  MMaayy  1100:: On Tuesday, the
Bhoomi Pujan of Gym was per-
formed by Tamrdhwaj Sahu,
Home Minister Government of
Chhattisgarh in St Thomas
College. It is worth mentioning
that the amount for this gym is
provided by the MLA find. First
of all Administrator of College
Rev Fr Dr Joshi Varghese wel-
comed the home minister by
presenting him a bouquet and
said that it was a long pending
demand by the students for
gym facility and today the
minster accepted our request.
The St Thomas Family will be
obliged to the minister. Home
Minster Tamradhwaj Sahu said
that the youth is the future of
the country and it is very nec-

essary to be fit for the youth
because a healthy body keeps
a healthy mind. I hope that this
gym will be very helpful for the
students in future. Mayor of
Risali Municipal Corporation
Shashi Sinha, Commissioner
Risali Municipal Corporation
Ashish Dewangan, Chairmen
Risali Municipal Corporation
Keshav Banchhor were also
present. On this occasion Dr
Joseph Mar Dionysius,
Manager Bishop St Thomas
College and Principal Dr MG
Roymon were virtually pres-
ent.  Principal Incharge Dr
Mariam Jacob, Heads from all
the departments, other
Professors and staff members
were also present. 

Bhoomi Pujan of
Gym performed in St

Thomas College 

Bhilai, May 10: 

ADM Nupur Rashi
Panna was accorded a
warn farewell by Durg
District Administration
on May 09, 2022. She has
been transferred and
posted as OSD of Sakti.

While addressing the
farewell function,
District Collector Dr
Sarveshwar Narendra
Bhure said that he en-
trusted the responsibility
of sensitive branches like
education, health, chit
fund, etc to ADM Nupur
Rashi Panna as he had
confidence on her ability.
She handled all these
branches very effectively;
Collector said. Dr Bhure
further said that good of-
ficers create their special
place through their work.

In a situation when
they are transferred, the
first dilemma that arises
is how to entrust the re-
sponsibility of carrying
forward their work to an-
other officer. The tenure
of ADM Nupur Rashi has
been very brilliant. Even

during her brief tenure,
she performed the duties
assigned to her with full
devotion. In her address,
ADM Panna said that the
experience of working in
Durg has been wonderful
and she learned a lot. “I
tried to fulfil the respon-
sibility to upgrade the
English medium schools.
NDA coaching was start-
ed under the guidance of
Collector Dr Bhure gave

exciting results. We are
fortunate of being in
such a service through
which we can do mean-
ingful work towards ful-
filling the expectations of
the people. We may not
get big successes in our
tenure, but even small
works can bring happi-
ness in the lives of peo-
ple”, she said.

In her address,
Additional Collector

Padmini Bhoi said that
during the tenure of
eight months, ADM
Panna performed all her
responsibilities very
well. She tool swift deci-
sions and due to which
the administrative sys-
tem continued to work ef-
fectively. Bhoi said that a
good administrator gets
the work done quickly
with coordination. This
is the quality was visible

in the works of ADM
Panna. Bhilai Municipal
C o r p o r a t i o n
Commissioner Prakash
Sarve said that she did a
good job in the civic body
polls of Risali. Joint
Collector Priyanka
Verma said that under
the directions of ADM
Nupur Rashi Panna the
work of the surgical
ward was done at a fast
pace. Durg Divisional
Commissioner Haresh
Mandavi said that ADM
Panna did all the works
effectively with her ad-
ministrative efficiency.
PWD EE Ashok Shrivas
said that ADM Panna did
all the tasks assigned to
her in a very simple man-
ner and the people work-
ing with her were also
very comfortable.

This is the quality of a
good administrator. The
program was conducted
by Deputy Collector
Jageshwar Kaushal. SDM
Mukesh Rawate proposed
the vote of thanks. All
district level officers
were also present.

ADM Nupur accorded warn farewell;
Collector appreciates her tenure 

Bhilai, May 10: 

The Collector
Jandarshan the other day
received an application
which attracted attention
of all. The application was
submitted by Third
Gender community. The
applicants raised the de-
mand of including ‘third’
gender option in the appli-
cation forms for loans in
the private finance compa-
nies. The applicants stated
that the Supreme Court in
its judgment in 2014 gave
constitutional rights to the
third gender and directed
the governments to ensure
the process of implemen-
tation of these rights.

For the purpose, the
Third Gender Welfare
Board was constituted by
the Chhattisgarh
Government. Even after
this, the private finance
companies do not have op-
tion of third gender on
their website.

The third gender com-
munity is getting deprived
of its rights. Therefore, the
applicants requested the
Collector to give place to

the third gender in the pri-
vate finance companies.
The Collector assured the
community to take all pos-
sible steps in this direc-
tion.

In another case, the vil-
lagers of Navagaon (B)
submitted an application
for the insurance claims of
Kharif crop. In the appli-
cation, the villagers stated
that for the Kharif crop of
2021, the paddy crop of
farmers was insured by
the cooperative society of
village Surpa. The amount
of insurance claims has
been paid to the farmers of
the nearby villages, who
were also insured by the

Samiti. But the farmers of
Navagaon (B) are deprived
of the compensation. The
farmers said that they did
not get a clear answer
from the cooperative socie-
ty. Farmers are currently
facing financial crunch
due to crop damage due to
untimely rains.

Taking cognizance of
the matter, the Collector
directed the concerned of-
ficer to explain the reason
for withholding the
amount and directed them
for immediate disposal.

A total of 53 applica-
tions were submitted be-
fore the Collector in
Jandarshan.

Demand raised for ‘third’ gender
option in private finance forms 

BBhhiillaaii,,  MMaayy  1100::  

Granting relief to the private
bus operators in the state, the
High Court of Chhattisgarh has
directed the Regional Transport
Authority (RTA), Raipur to
grant permits to the appellant
bus operators within ten days.
The bus operators had alleged
that the STA was not complying
with the orders of State
Transport Appellate Tribunal
(STAT) and was not considering
their applications for grant of
permits. It needs to be men-
tioned here that while dispos-
ing off the petitions of Bus
Operators, the STAT had
imposed a cost (fine) of Rs
10000 on Regional Transport
Authority, Chhattisgarh as well
as Joint Secretary of RTA,
Chhattisgarh. The High Court
provided relief to the RTA offi-
cers and opined that the obser-
vation made by the STAT
against RTA Officers and so
also imposition of cost of
Rs10000 was unwarranted.
However, the High Court
instructed the RTA officers to
be vigilant in deciding the
applications expeditiously in
future. Learned counsel of Bus
Operators - Advocate Shivesh
Singh informed that the bench

of Justice Parth Prateem Sahu
disposed off seven writ peti-
tions by a common order con-
sidering them to be intercon-
nected and having common
grounds and questions. It needs
to be mentioned here that the
Bus Owners/ Transporters had
filed applications for grant of
permit before Regional
Transport Authority (RTA)
Bastar Region, Jagdalpur. The
applications submitted by the
Bus Owners were allowed by
RTA vide order dated December
19, 2019 with certain condi-
tions. Transporters, as per the
condition mentioned in the per-
mit made an application initial-
ly in the month of December
2020 for grant of permit pur-
suant to order passed by the
RTA Jagdalpur on 19.12.2019
which was not considered and
thereafter again the applica-
tions have been submitted
before the RTA, Chhattisgarh,
Raipur for issuance of permit
on September 13,2021. When
the RTA Raipur did not pass any
order, Transporters approached
the State Transport Appellate
Tribunal (STAT) and filed
appeals. Appellate Tribunal
conducted hearing and passed
orders directing issuance of
permit in favour of Bus

Operators therein within a peri-
od of 7 days, also made certain
observations against State
authorities and imposed cost of
Rs10000. It needs to be men-
tioned here that the State Govt
vide Notification dated
December 24,2019 had consti-
tuted Single Regional Transport
Authority for Chhattisgarh
State at Raipur and had abol-
ished all the Regional Transport
Authorities in Division and
Regions. Due to this reason, the
Bus Operators had to file an
application before RTA Raipur
in pursuance to the order
passed by RTA Jagdalpur.

Considering the arguments
of the counsels of Bus
Operators as well as the RTA,
the High Court affirmed some
part of the STAT order in which
the RTA was directed to grant
the permit. However, some part
of the STAT order was set aside
in which observations were
made against the RTA authori-
ties. Bus Operators of the state
have expressed gratification
over the order passed by the
High Court. Advocate Shivesh
Singh commented that all the
government offices must show
respect towards the judiciary
by ensuring time bound compli-
ance of the Court Orders.

High Court directs RTA to
grant permits within ten days
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BEATING THE HEAT

Children bathing at a pond in the city under scorching heat.

Workshop for PG students in
obstetrics and gynaeocology 

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, May 10: A one
day workshop on EAGLE
(Every Aspiring
Gynecologist Learns
Endoscopy) project of
Indian Association of
G y n e c o l o g i c a l
Endoscopists was organ-
ised at Department of
Obstetrics and
Gynaecology in Pt
Jawaharlal Nehru
Memorial Medical College
Raipur for training of the
post graduate students in
Obstetrics and
Gynaecology. This event

was organized under the
leadership of Dean Dr
Tripti Nagaria and Head
of Department Dr Jyoti
Jaiswal.

Dr Anurag Bhate was
specially present from
Mumbai to impart the
training to the students.
The special guest of this
program was Dr Abha
Singh, former Dean of Pt
Jawaharlal Nehru
Memorial College, Raipur.
Medical Superintendent of
Dr Bhimrao Ambedkar
Memorial Hospital, Dr
SBS Netam also attended
the programme.

All senior doctors of the
department and PG stu-
dents gained clinical and
surgical knowledge and re-
ceived training in OT of
Ayushman Endosurgery
Unit under the leadership
of EAGLE Project Raipur
Chairperson Dr Manoj
Chelani, Secretary Dr
Vinita Singh, current
Dean of Pt Jawaharlal
Nehru Memorial Medical
College, Raipur Dr Tripti
Nagaria, Head of
Obstetrics and
Gynecology Dr Jyoti
Jaiswal and Coordinator
Dr Pratibha Lambodari.

Diseases of the uterus
were examined by tele-
scopic method. Uterine fi-
broids were removed. The
sunken copper T of pa-
tients who had been oper-
ated in the past was re-
moved. Diagnostic and
therapeutic examination
of infertility patients was
done. Endometrioma was
removed. Various malfor-
mations of the uterus
were examined and oper-
ated.

NIT Raipur’s Adya
receives Scholarship

by Google

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, May 10: Adya
Jha, a 4th Semester stu-
dent of the Department of
Computer Science &
Engineering, National
Institute of Technology,
Raipur has been awarded
with the 2022 APAC
Generation Google
Scholarship for Women in
Computer Science. She
will be receiving $1,000
USD for the 2022-2023

school year and an invita-
tion to the 2022 APAC GGS
Virtual Retreat. This
scholarship aims to help
aspiring students pursu-
ing computer science de-
grees, excel in technology
and become leaders in the
respective field.

For the first round in
December 2021, applicants
had to submit an online
application which includ-
ed general details, resume,
latest transcript and an-
swer to two short answer
essay questions.

This was followed by an
Online Aptitude test. As
part of this coding chal-
lenge, candidates had to
solve any one of the given
two programming ques-
tions in an hour.

The last round was a
video conversation with a
Googler in which ques-
tions about application,
leadership and communi-
ty engagement were
asked.

Collector, SSP discuss law 
and order in district

Raipur, May 10: In a bid
to maintain peace and se-
curity in the district, the
Collector Sourabh Kumar
and Senior
Superintendent of Police
Prashant Kumar Agrawal
held a meeting of senior of-
ficers of the District
Administration and Police
Department in the Red
Cross meeting hall located
in the Collectorate premis-
es today.

The collector has given
instructions to the officers
regarding law and order
after taking information
about the indefinite and
proposed sit-in demonstra-
tions. He also discussed
with the officials the possi-
ble traffic problem during

the dharnas, demonstra-
tions and rallies to be or-
ganized in the days to
come. He asked the rev-
enue and police officers to
maintain constant contact
with each other. He said
that common citizens
should not face any kind of
inconvenience and law and
order should also be main-
tained. He instructed to
keep constant watch on
anti social elements.

The Collector also asked
the officers of the Police
and Health Department to
work in coordination.
According to Police depart-
ment officials due to delay
in PM report and MLC etc.,
one has to go through the
court process. Health de-

partment officials told the
need of doctors. The
Collector said that all
CHCs should have MLCs.
He told the officials of the
Health Department that
there should be no unnec-
essary delay in getting the
report.

Commissioner of
Municipal Corporation
Raipur, Prabhat Malik,
Additional Collector Gopal
Verma, Additional District
Magistrate NR Sahu,
Additional Superintendent
of Police Tarakeswar
Patel, all Sub-Divisional
Magistrates (Revenue),
Chief Medical and Health
Officer Dr Meera Baghel
along with other senior of-
ficers were present.

BJP raises Hindutva
only for votes: Baghel
Central Chronicle News

Raipur, May 10: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
on Tuesday claimed that
the principal opposition
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) has lost political
grounds in Chhattisgarh
and they raise Hindutva
issues only for political
purpose.

Talking to section of
media persons here,
Baghel questioned “Why
didn’t the BJP make Ram
Van Gaman Path despite
being in power in
Chhattisgarh for 15
years...We don’t seek votes
in the name of religion
but they rake up the issue
to seek public vote only.
He further added that
they didn’t do anything
in Ayodhya matter from
1925 to 1980, the case is
there before independ-
ence...they didn’t remem-
ber Lord Ram then.

When they saw, that they
can get votes from it, they
waded into it.

Baghel made the above
statement in reply to the
allegations of BJP follow-
ing the decision of
Chhattisgarh govern-
ment to establish “
Krishna Kunj” in urban
bodies by planting
Banyan and Neem trees
which has got life-saving

qualities and is associat-
ed with Indian culture.

He also alleged that
BJP govt has accepted
their policy on coal is un-
successful as they have to
cancel trains across the
country. The whole coun-
try is bearing the brunt,
it’s the cheapest mode of
transport. Do they want
to shut down the rail-
ways?, he concluded.

Raipur, May 10: On
the instructions of
Sourabh Kumar,
Additional Collector BC
Sahu received applica-
tions related to griev-
ances of the people
from different blocks of
district at Collector
Jandarshan held in the
Collectorate here today
and heard grievances.
He asked the officials of
the concerned depart-
ments to take necessary
action on the applica-
tions as per the rules.

Pankaj Verma of vil-
lage Nakti submitted
application for battery
operated tricycle where-
as, Geshu Vaibhav
Singh asked for provid-
ing copies of amend-
ment register, rights
record and transfer reg-
ister as soon as possi-
ble. Shanta Kosaria de-
manded to stop illegal
action and sought com-
pensation. Rashmi
Sharma submitted ap-
plication for self-em-
ployment.

People raise grievances,
demands at Collector

Jandarshan

PROTECTING FROM HEAT

College girls covering their head and face with scarves to protect themselves from heat.

Raipur, May 10:
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) Mahila Morcha
members on Tuesday held
demonstration against the
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel over the alleged
harsh words for a girl dur-
ing the public meeting
held in Surajpur region.
Mahila Morcha President
Shailini Rajput led the
demonstration to burn the
effigy of Baghel across
Chhattisgarh.

In a statement issued
here, she alleged that at-
tempts are being made by

the Congress Ministers to
shut the voice of people
who are raising questions
on the implementation of
the election manifesto. She
further added that while
the Congress General
Secretary Priyanka
Gandhi gives slogan to
support the girl power, the
Chhattisgarh Chief
Minister Baghel is using
harsh words to make the
girl silent. She said at-
tempts are being made to
keep the people silent
against state govern-
ment’s failure.

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, May 10: Chief
Minister Mr. Bhupesh
Baghel visited Sahanpur
village of Lundra assem-
bly constituency on
Tuesday under his
‘ B h e n t - M u l a q a t

Abhiyan’. During his in-
teraction with the people
of village Sahanpur,
Chief Minister made
several major announce-
ments. Chief Minister
announced that a new
college will be opened in
Dhaurpur to provide bet-
ter higher education fa-
cilities to youngsters of
the village. In order to
expedite the disposal of
revenue cases, Chief
Minister has also an-
nounced the opening of
SDM office in Dhaurpur.

During this meet and
greet programme, Chief
Minister Mr. Baghel an-
nounced construction of
a bridge over river
Machhli, opening of sub-
tehsil at Raghunathpur,
upgrading of Sahanpur
Middle School into a
high school and opening
of sub-health center at
Sahanpur.

Chief Minister Mr.
Baghel also approved the
construction of a shed

and platform in the
weekly market, con-
struction of additional
rooms  in Government
Higher Secondary
School Lundra and
Kudari Lamgaon, and
construction of build-
ings for schools in
Karauli, Bargidih,
Raghunathpur. Chief
Minister said that soon a
branch of SBI will also
be opened in Dhaurpur.
He assured that all kinds
of facilities will be pro-
vided for public conven-
ience as and when re-
quired. On the occasion,
Urban Administration
Minister Dr Shivkumar
Daharia, Lundra MLA
Dr Preetam Ram and
Additional Chief
Secretary Mr. Subrat
Sahu.

Chief Minister said
during his public inter-
action that he is happy to
learn that the farmers of
our state are happy. To
ensure that farmers get

fair value for their pro-
duce, Chhattisgarh
Government is provid-
ing input subsidy of Rs 9
thousand and Rs 10 thou-
sand per acre under
Rajiv Gandhi Kisaan
Nyay Yojana. We are
procuring Kodo-Kutki,
Ragi, and minor forest
produce at support price.
Rates of vegetables keep
fluctuating, hence to
save the vegetable pro-
ducers from the loss, fa-
cility of cold storage is
required. Chhattisgarh
Government is consis-
tently working towards
meeting this require-
ment. A farmer told
Chief Minister during
the interaction that after
the loan was waived off,
he could purchase a trac-
tor and now he is earn-
ing an additional income
by renting the tractor
out for 17-18 hours every
day.

Chief Minister also in-
spected the Government
Pre-Secondary School,
Anganbadi and Ration
Shop in Sahanpur. When
Chief Minister arrived
at the school, children
welcomed him by
singing a song. On re-
quest of the children,
Chief Minister directed
the Collector to take
them to Raipur and to
build a good shade in the
school for mid-day meal.
The children also re-
quested Chief Minister
for sports material, and
he fulfilled their request
at once. Overjoyed by

Chief Minister’s re-
sponse, children thanked
Chief Minister. During
the inspection of the ra-
tion shop, Chief
Minister asked the
women beneficiaries
about the distribution of
ration at the shop. At an-
ganbadi, Chief Minister
met the children with
great affinity and asked
them about the arrange-
ment there.

Baghel said in his ad-
dress to the people that
he has come to their vil-
lage to meet them, to
check if they are getting
the benefits of the
schemes, and to take
feedbacks of the
schemes. He said that
Chhattisgarh aims to
empower the poor.
Farmers have been fi-
nancially empowered
through the schemes
such as Loan Waiver
Scheme, Rajiv Gandhi
Kisan Nyay Yojana,
Godhan Nyay Yojana.
Money is going into peo-
ple’s pockets. Earlier
people’s tractors were
pulled due to non-pay-
ment of loans, now it is
not so. In the chaupal it-
self, a beneficiary told
that he has benefited
from the loan waiver
scheme. He has bought
two tractors and is earn-
ing Rs 1200 per hour by
renting the tractors. A
beneficiary told that he
has benefited a lot from
Rajiv Gandhi Kisan
Nyay Yojana, and now he
is building a house.

CM makes several major announcements in Sahanpur
village of Lundra assembly constituency

Gift of SDM office
and a college for
Dhaurpur

Kunni and
Raghunathpur to
become sub-tehsils,
sub-health center
to be opened in
Sahanpur

Sahanpur Middel
School to be
upgraded into a
High School

A Bridge to be built
on Machhli River

Mahila Morcha stages demo against Baghel
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Raipur, May 10: CAIT
National Vice President
Amar Parwani, chairman
Magelal Maloo, Amar
Gidwani, State President,
Jitendra Doshi , State
Working President
Vikram Singh Deo,
Parmanand Jain, Vashu
Makhija, State General
Secretary Suriender
Singh, State Working
General Secretary Bharat
Jain, State Treasurer
Ajay Agrawal and state
media incharge Sanjay
Choubey informed
“while raising a strong
and loud voice for decrim-
inalization of offences
under Legal Metrology
Act,2009, the
Confederation of All

India Traders (CAIT) ad-
vocated the immediate
need for taking a holistic
and rational approach to-
wards releasing the busi-
ness community of the
country from undue penal
provisions being faced by
traders even due to a tech-
nical fault in obeying the
LMA Act. CAIT  speaking
at a national workshop on
“decriminalization of
Legal Metrology Act, 2009,
hosted by the Ministry of
Consumer Affairs, held
today at New Delhi which
was inaugurated by
Union Consumer Affairs
and Commerce Minister
Mr. Piyush Goyal.

CAIT National Vice
President Mr. Amar
Parwani & State
President Mr. Jitendra

Doshi said that unneces-
sary provisions of impris-
onment under LMA are
always a major deterrent
and roadblock in ease of
doing business of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi.
Packed goods are deliv-
ered to traders by either
Manufacturer/Producer
or Importer and the
traders have no control
over the quality and quan-
tity of such products and
hence fixing a criminal li-
ability on the traders is
against the principle of
natural justice. If at all,
the liability is to be fixed,
then it should be levied on
t h e
Manufacturer/Producer
or the importer. Imposing
criminal sections is total-
ly unjustified. Therefore,

it is all the more neces-
sary to impose civil provi-
sions and not criminal
provisions on the traders.
It is to be known that
CAIT has been raising the
demand of keeping the
penal provisions in the
non-criminal category
under this law for a long
time. However, he agreed
that the retail customer
needs to assure that the
product purchased is au-
thentic and as per the
quantity displayed on the
packet/product and that
the price and quality of
the item is under the pa-
rameters of his spending.
The rights of the cus-
tomers should not be vio-
lated in any way, but the
traders should not be un-
necessarily punished for

this. Mr. Parwani & Mr.
Doshi   said that Union
Commerce Minister Shri
Piyush Goyal recently at a
Consumer Day event said
that about 60% of the
cases registered under
this law are under section
33 of the Act for use of un-
verified weights and
measures, 25% of them
for sale of non-standard
packaging and use of non-
standard weights and
measures, and 8-10% of
cases are covered under
section 25. This statistic
shows that the Act with
its rules like the Legal
Metrology (Packaged
Commodities) Rules, 2011
imposes excessive liabili-
ty on traders and is a
major hindrance in doing
business with ease.

CAIT strongly advocated decriminalisation of
penal provisions under Legal Metrology Act Raipur, May 10: A total of

four crore 4 lakh 4 thou-
sand 333 vaccines have
been administered in the
state of Chhattisgarh till
May 07 to prevent corona.
Out of these, 2 crore 18
lakh 11 thousand 092 vac-
cines have been adminis-
tered as first dose, one
crore 80 lakh 97 thousand
282 as second dose and
four lakh 95 thousand 959
vaccines as precaution
doses. In the state, 87 per-
cent of the population
above the age of 18 years
have been vaccinated
against corona.

At the same time, 51 per-
cent of adolescents aged 15
to 18 years have been vac-
cinated with both. In the

state, 1 lakh 78 thousand
760 children of 12 years to
14 years have also been
vaccinated. In the state,
one crore 70 lakh 82 thou-
sand 851 citizens above 18

years and eight lakh 35
thousand 671 adolescents
between 15 years and 18
years have been given both
doses of vaccine to pre-
vent corona.

Corona vaccination figure 
crosses 4 crore in the state 
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Bilaspur, May 10: The
five-day FDP program on
latest technology, organ-
ized by Institute of
Technology, Guru
Ghasidas University and
NITTTR Chandigarh, con-
cluded today. In this FDP
program organized by the
Department of Computer
Engineering, the knowl-
edge of teachers was up-
graded about the latest
technology IoT and re-
search of nanotechnology,
their various dimensions
and their use to solve daily
problems.

In the five-day FDP,
teachers participated at
the national level and lec-
tures were delivered by the
teachers of important in-
stitutes of the country like
NITTTR Chandigarh, NIT,
IITs, and Central and State
Universities. The lectures
covered many topics such
as the use of advanced
technology such as nan-

otechnology for advanced
antenna diagnosis, solu-
tion of various problems
by wireless sensor, artifi-
cial intelligence based ap-
plication through machine
learning, fundamentals of
nanotechnology, impor-
tance of internet of things
in areas such as social,
teaching, medical etc.

Vice-Chancellor Prof
Alok Chakrawal sent best
wishes for the successful
organization of FDP!
Registrar and patron of
the program, Shailendra
Kumar, advised to ensure
more such events! Dean
and Chief Convener, TV
Arjunan praised the FDPs
being organized continu-
ously by the Computer
Science Engineering
Department. At the end of
the program, the in-charge
Head of the Department,
Amit Baghel, expressed
his gratitude towards all.
All subject experts, partic-
ipants, and teachers of dif-
ferent departments were

present on this occasion.
The Chief Coordinator

of this national level FDP
was Professor TV Arjunan
and the subject coordina-
tors were Prof. Ashok
Kumar of NITTTR
Chandigarh, co-coordina-
tors Mr. Pushpendra
Kumar Chandra, Mr.
Satish Negi and Mrs.
Princy Mitlani. The pro-
gram outline and the sub-
ject material were selected
under the direction of Dr.
Alok Kushwaha, the Head
of the Department.

National level FDP’s
chief coordinator, Dean
TV Arjunan and subject
coordinator Prof Ashok
Kumar A Chhajjat
??Chandigarh, co-coordi-
nator Mr. Pushpendra
Kumar Chandra, Mr.
Satish Negi and Mrs.
Princy Mitlani then select-
ed the program’s outline
and subject material
under the direction of Dr.
Alok Kushwaha, the head
of the department.

Five-day FDP successfully
organized in CU
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Bilaspur, May 10: Guru
Ghasidas University
(Central University) Vice-
Chancellor, Prof. Alok
Kumar Chakrawal has
taken a resolution to real-
ize the innovative vision
of self-supporting
Chhattisgarh and for this,
a comprehensive action
plan is being prepared, re-
garding which a meeting
was called on 4 May 2022
at 10 a.m. under the chair-
manship of Hon’ble Vice-
Chancellor.

Vice-Chancellor Prof.
Chakrawal has started ef-
forts at a rapid pace to
give shape to this mega
action plan with the aim
of realizing the vision of

employable education,
skill development, and
self-reliant India con-
tained in the National
Education Policy 2020.
From the point of view of
the only Central
University of the state,
with a sense of social ac-
countability, and to bring
to realization the dream
and resolve of the overall
development of the local
youth and making a self-
supporting Chhattisgarh,
the Vice-Chancellor, Prof.
Chakrawal brainstormed
with experts associated
with the education world.

The Vice-Chancellor
said that the youth of the
state of Chhattisgarh
have immense potential.
In a self-reliant
Chhattisgarh, we have to
make them self-reliant by
developing and recogniz-
ing entrepreneurial quali-
ties and honing their tal-
ent through skill develop-

ment, emphasizing on
presentation skills. From
the day he assumed office,
the Vice-Chancellor has
been motivating the
youth to be active in the
field of entrepreneurship.
Young students should
not become job takers but
job creators.

In the meeting, he said
that no work is small or
big, but the person per-
forming that work deter-

mines the size, type, pres-
tige and reputation of the
work. Self-supporting stu-
dent contributes signifi-
cantly to the national
Gross Domestic Product
(GDP) along with the in-
terests of the society.

Under this resolution of
innovative initiative, the
students studying in the
university have to be mo-
tivated to work in the field
of entrepreneurship by
providing them basic in-
formation about startups
from the first year itself.
The student will not be a
burden on anyone during
the study period as he
will be endowed with self-
reliance, courage and in-
telligence skills for future
challenges.

Subject experts relat-
ed to the university and
industry will share infor-
mation about the
specifics entrepreneur-
ship with the students

along with making them
aware of the limitless
possibilities present in
the field of entrepreneur-
ship. In the meeting, it
was decided to work in
coordination with the in-
stitute and the industry.

In order to realize the
vision of a self-reliant
Chhattisgarh, the Central
University will make nec-
essary changes in the syl-
labi, in consultation with
Central Universities CII,
FICCI, ASSOCHAM,
District Industries
Centre, District
Industries Association,
CA, CS, ICWA, MSMEs
and as per the industry-
wise needs. In the meet-
ing, emphasis was laid on
coordination at state and
central level and renewal
of university infrastruc-
ture for successful imple-
mentation of self-sup-
porting Chhattisgarh
scheme.

‘CU’s resolve to make a self-supporting Ch’garh’: Chakrawal
‘CU and industry
together will realize
the resolution’

Raipur, May 10: In this
hot summer when power
demand has reached its
peak, power plants run by
Chhattisgarh State Power
Generation Company are
running with their full ca-
pacity and in the month of
April all the plants gave
their best production. In
April PLF was 83.83% and
among 33 state run power
plants in the country it
stood at second position.

The power demand in
state has touched 5300 MW
and as per the report of
National Power Portal, all
the plants of CGSPGCL
are working with full ca-
pacity. As compared to
PLF recorded in March
which was  79.74% , PLF
recorded in April was 4%
more. The average PLF of
33 state run power plants
is 69.26%.

From April 01-30, DSPM
plant recorded 98.21% PLF
while in March it was
97.37%. Korba(W) 840 MW
plant recorded 73.20 %
PLF in April against
62.39% PLF in March. In
the same way Korba W
Extension 500 MW record-
ed 97.54% PLF in April
against  90.92% PL in
March.

Generation Company
power plants stand 
second in country 

Priyanka wins
Miss India 2022

crown

Raipur, May 10: The re-
cently concluded Fashion
Affinity Miss India 2022
competition in Goa was
won by Priyanka Sharma
of Raipur. Out of 21 con-
testants in the final round,
Priyanka was declared
winner. She also won Miss
Photogenic Face title. Her
success has been hailed by
Rakesh Sharma, Nirmala
Sharma, Minder Saluja
and others.
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Raipur, May 10: Chief
Minister Bhupesh
Baghel on Saturday
reached Kudargarh vil-
lage of Bhatgaon assem-
bly constituency as a
part of his meet and
greet campaign. During
the ‘Jan Chaupal’,
Harilal, a resident of
Gadaipara, told Chief
Minister that a total of 25
families of his area had
to travel long distance of
nearly 16 km, passing via
hilly terrain, to reach
Kudargarh to get their

share of ration from the
ration shop. This takes
about two and a half
hours. Sometimes, they
even have to take anoth-
er long and difficult
route of about 35 km,
walking along rocky
roads, crossing rivers
and streams.

He urged the Chief
Minister that his village
should be connected
with the nearby Gram
Panchayat Ghudai so
that they can get ration
easily and the villagers
do not face any difficul-
ties. To redress his prob-
lem, Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel immedi-
ately instructed officials
concerned to add the
names of all beneficiar-
ies in the ration shop
near their village. Urban
Administration and
Development Minister
Dr Shiv Kumar Dahriya,
Parliamentary Secretary
Paras Nath Rajwade and
Additional Chief
Secretary Subrat Sahoo
were also present on the
occasion.

Raipur, May 10: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
on Saturday reached
Pratappur Community
Health Center as part of
his meet and greet cam-
paign (Bhent-Mulaqat
Abhiyan). He inaugurated
newly constructed 20-bed
Covid-19 ward here built at
a cost of Rs 32 lakh.
Baghel inspected all the

basic facilities available
for the treatment of Covid
patients in the ward. He
also interacted with the
patients and inquired
about the medical facili-
ties available. The officials
told the Chief Minister
that patients of common
ailments can also be ad-
mitted in this ward. Urban
Administration and
Development Minister Dr.
Shiv Kumar Dahriya, and
School Education
Minister Dr Premsai
Singh Tekam along with
other officials and employ-
ees were also present on
this occasion.

Now Gadaipara residents no
longer have to travel long 

distances to get their ration

Ration will be
available in a
nearby village

Baghel inaugurates newly-built Covid-19 ward
at Pratappur Community Health Center

Interacts with
patients, inquires
about medical facil-
ities available in the
center
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Raipur, May 10: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel

on Saturday reached vil-
lage Kudargarh in
Bhatgaon assembly con-
stituency of Surajpur dis-
trict on the day four of his
meet and greet campaign.
On this occasion, he inau-
gurated development
works worth Rs 1 crore 2
lakh and performed
‘Bhoomipujan’ of works
worth Rs 1 crore 43 lakh.

Chief Minister inaugu-
rated the Dharsedi
Primary Health Center
built at a cost of Rs 74 lakh
and the Inderpur Sub
Health Center building
constructed at a cost of Rs
28 lakh. Besides, he laid
foundation stone for vari-
ous construction works in-
cluding construction of
culvert in Kera Chhariya
Nallah, Parasia to Rampur
approach road and culvert
on Bagaiha nallah worth
about Rs 46.38 lakh and
culvert construction on
Iranala on Bilaspur to
Irapara access road worth
about Rs 49.99 lakh. Urban
Administration and
Development Minister Dr.
Shiv Kumar Dahriya,
MLA Mr. Paras Nath
Rajwade, Additional Chief
Secretary Subrat Sahoo
were also present on the
occasion.

‘Bhent-Mulaqat Abhiyan’ Day 4 :
Baghel visits village Kudargarh

Inaugurates
Dharsedi Primary
Health Center and
Inderpur Sub
Health Center

Raipur, May 10:
Expanding its footprint in
Eastern India, Eicher
Trucks & Buses, a business
unit of VE Commercial
Vehicles, inaugurated a
brand new Eicher 3S
(Sales, Service and Spares)
outlet of our dealer GK
Automotive Pvt Ltd. in
R a j n a n d g a o n ,
Chhattisgarh. This state-of-
the-art facility built on an
area of 30,000 sq ft is fully
equipped with a multi-bay
workshop and fully stocked
spare parts centre. The
dealership is located on the
prominent NH 6 that con-
nects Kolkata and Mumbai

and is near Transport
Nagar to serve major trans-
porters of Rajnandgaon.
GK Automotive Pvt Ltd.
aims to serve the varied
needs of Eicher customers
complementing the fast-
paced mining, energy pro-
duction and manufactur-
ing industries in the re-
gion.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Ramesh Rajagopalan,
SVP, Sales & Marketing,
Aftermarket, VECV, said,
“Chhattisgarh, with its
wealth of natural re-
sources, is a significant

producer of electricity
from both thermal and hy-
droelectric sources, and
home to a thriving mining
and metals production in-
dustry that demands effi-
cient and modern trucks
and buses with guaranteed
uptime. With a view to bet-
ter serve this area’s trans-
portation needs, our dealer,
GK Automotive Pvt Ltd.,
has opened 5 touch-points
over the past few years.
Our stronger service net-
work ensures heightened
product and service experi-
ence to address the strin-

gent needs of Eicher cus-
tomers operating in the
power sector and in trans-
portation of minerals like
coal, aluminium, man-
ganese, gold, copper among
others.”

Eicher Trucks and
Buses, a business unit of
VECV, offers one of the
widest product ranges,
from 4.9-55 Ton GVW
trucks and 12-72-seater
buses. All these products
are produced on Eicher’s
most innovative BSVI solu-
tion - EUTECH6 which of-
fers the most reliable en-
gine technology and best in
class fuel efficiency. Eicher
takes pride in being the
first player to introduce a
100% connected range of
vehicles with advanced
telematics solution- Eicher
Live. The products are en-
abled by the industry-first
Eicher Uptime Centre, and
segment-specific benefits
such as enhanced logistical
efficiency in e-commerce,

superior uptime in con-
struction and mining as
well as passenger safety in
buses. The company has
the widest range of Heavy-
Duty trucks in the indus-
try. VE Commercial
Vehicles Limited (VECV)
is a joint venture between
the Volvo Group and
Eicher Motors Limited. In
operation since August
2008, the company includes
the complete range of
Eicher branded trucks and
buses, Volvo Buses, exclu-
sive distribution of Volvo
Trucks in India, engine
manufacturing and ex-
ports for Volvo Group, non-
automotive engines and
Eicher component busi-
ness. A multi-brand, multi-
division company, backed
by innovative products &
services, VECV today, is
recognized as an industry
leader for modernizing
commercial transportation
in India and the developing
world.

Eicher inaugurates a new state of the art dealership in Rajnandgaon
Serving Eicher
Truck and Bus
Customers in
Rajnandgaon and
Chhattisgarh

Expands presence
in Eastern India
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Bilaspur, May 10:

Collector Bilaspur
Saransh Mittar conducted
inspection of Swamy
Atmanand Government
English Medium School
(SAGEMS) and Hindi
Medium School here on
Thursday, along with
team of officers from
Nagar Nigam and School
Education Department.
They visited Schools in
Lingiyadih and expressed
annoyance over slow pace
of work and about quality
in the construction work
by Asst. Engineer of
Nagar Nigam SK Manik
and directed the
Municipal Commissioner
to issue show cause no-
tice. Further he direced
the Municipal authorities
to carry out necessary re-
pair works and beautifica-
tion of the historical
building of Government
Multipurpose HS School
in city without causing
any damage to its original
structure. CEO District

Panchayat Harish S and
Municipal Commissioner
Ajay Tripathi were also
present on the occasion.

Collector Dr Saransh
Mittar said that both
SAGEMS and Hindi medi-
um school are prestigious
projects of the state gov-
ernent and no compro-
mise will be accepted in
the quality and services to
be provided to the school
children and in the con-
struction work. During in-

spection of SAGEMS in
Lingiyadih, Collector di-
rected to carry out repair
of doors, windows on
time and complete works
of library, computer lab,
paver blocks in the
ground, landscaping and
others works of beautifi-
cation within stipulated
time. Dr Saransh Mittar
also conducted inspection
of newly proposed
Multipurpose and Lal
Bahadur Shastri

Atmanand Schools and di-
rected to provide basic fa-
cilities and boundary wall
constru ction in the
Multipurpose School to
the officers. Dr Mittar
said that Multipurpose
School is the ancient her-
itage of the city and it is
by keeping its original
structure intact it should
be re-decorated. He also
inspected the science
models by the students in
the ‘Atal Tinkering Lab’ in
the School and expressed
happiness and motivated
children to move forward.

In the same way, Dr
Mittar inspected Lal
Bahadur Shastri new pro-
posed English Medium
School and directed to en-
sure all basic amenities in
the school. Collector
asked to carry out neces-
sary cleaning in the prem-
ises and plant saplings in
the open space. On this oc-
casion DEO DK Kaushik,
Asst. Director Chopde and
other officers were pres-
ent.

Mittar expresses annoyance 
over quality and pace of work

During visit to SAGEMS in Lingiyadih Kondagaon, May 10:  

Government Employees
Welfare Association con-
ducted its state level an-
nual convention, general
meeting and workshop in
which Krishna Kumar
Navrang was elected un-
opposed as the state presi-
dent. The process of elec-
tion of the state president
was kept during the annu-
al session, in which
Krishna Kumar Navrang
was again given the re-
sponsibility of the state
unanimously. Krishna
Kumar Navrang after re-
elected as the state presi-
dent said, “I will raise the

voice of the legitimate de-
mands of the government
employees and the inter-
ests of the reserved class-
es at the state level, the de-
mand for following the
reservation roster in pro-
motion will continue. Our
faith is in the Indian
Constitution. surely it
will be fulfilled.” On this
occasion, District

President of Government
Employees Welfare
Association Narsingh Dev
Manavi, State Secretary
Narendra Jangde,
Ghanshyam Kaushale,
MK Rana, Deputy
Provincial President
Bhola Markam,
Kondagaon District
Coordinator Birendra
Netam, Dhanpat Netam,

Suresh Netam, Sukhman
Netam, Jaynath Netam. ,
Brij Nag, Bharat Korram,
Dhansai Netam, Jhitku
Markam, Vinod Achla,
Rainu Achla, Shriram
Kashyap, Sudan Korram,
Charan Singh Markam,
Mukesh Nareti, Narendra
Baghel, Umakant Netam,
congratulated him on re-
election.

Krishna Kumar elected state president
 Of Govt Employees

Welfare Association

KKoonnddaaggaaoonn,,  MMaayy  1100:: Local MLA
Mohan Markam during his visit
to the Legislative Assembly, on
the demand of the villagers,
under the Prime Minister’s
Agricultural Irrigation Scheme,
inaugurated the work in the
water set development compo-
nent, construction of drain,
construction of soaking
peat, villages of the catchment

area- Moolmula, Nevta ,Bafna
,Farsgaonbeda,Khutdobra,Kok
odi,Khadka Simultaneously, a
training program was launched
in village Nevata and Moolmula
under National Agricultural
Extension and Technology
Mission. In this program,
District Panchayat Vice
President and farmers were
present.

Markam inaugurates construction works

G a u r e l a - P e n d r a -
Marwahi, May10:
Bilaspur Commissioner
Dr. Sanjay Alang inspect-
ed the revenue works
conducted in Marwahi
tehsil an during the in-
spection, the revenue
works of Marwahi Sub -
Divisional Officer,
Revenue Office, Court
Tehsildar and Executive
Magistrate Marwahi
were inspected by him.

During the inspection,
Commissioner Dr.
Sanjay Alang has direct-
ed the revenue officers
to become farmer friend-
ly and remove the prob-
lems of the farmers,

with priority. The total
number of cases regis-
tered in the revenue of-
fices and their present
status was inquired by
the officer, while also in-
specting the cases of
fine, map allocation,
criminal case, diversion,
land acquisition case,
WBN case, B-series, C-se-
ries register, service ver-
ification, cash book, es-
tablishment, service re-
port etc.

Instructions were
given to solve the prob-
lems of farmers and vil-
lagers coming to the of-
fice premises expedi-
tiously. Along with this,

the divisional commis-
sioner also discussed
with the lawyers who
came to the revenue of-
fices, on which the
lawyers put their prob-
lems in front of the divi-
sional commissioner
and demanded to get all
the work done at the sec-
tion level in the section
itself.

Similarly, the
Commissioner listened
to the problems of vari-
ous villagers who came
to the revenue office and
directed the concerned
officers to solve them at
the earliest. Bilaspur
commissioner distrib-
uted Kisan book to
Shama Parveen,
Kamalabai, Vipin Rai
etc. and distribution of
maps to other beneficiar-
ies’ too. Present were
District Collector Ms.
Richa Prakash
Choudhary, Additional
Collector Mr. B C. Ekka,
Sub-Divisional Officer
Revenue Marwahi Shri
Dev Singh Uike and
other officials.

Commissioner Alang 
inspects Revenue Department

Rajim,May 10: A young
ascetic, Acharya Shankar,
by traveling on foot from
south to north, east to west
and also in non-India coun-
tries, transformed and es-
tablished the Vedanta reli-
gion into a ritual religion
and established four Maths
Sringeri, Jyotirmath,
Govardhan and Sharda
Maths in all four directions
of India in order to re-es-
tablish Hinduism in the
eternal Vedic ideal. He
made tireless efforts to tie
the Sanatan Hindu society
in the unbroken thread of
unity. The above were said
by Pt. Tarun Puri, in the
Adi Shankaracharya
Parakatya Utsav organized
by Chhattisgarh Sanathan
Dasnam Goswami Samaj.
Chief Guest of the pro-
gram Mahant Surendra
Puri in his address said
that Acharya Shankar was
not only a talented philoso-
pher, but he was a poet of
truth,and being awake to
Aparokshanbhuti was the
most important feature of
his life. Special guest
patron of the program
Lillar Puri said, Adi

Shakracharya had estab-
lished the Dashnami sect.
Giri, Parvat, Sagar, Puri,
Bharati, Saraswati, Van,
Aranya, Tirtha and
Ashram, and
Shankaracharya tradition
is being carried forward by
these Dashnamis,therefore
Dasanama Goswami is
considered the spiritual
successor of
Shankaracharya. Umesh
Bharti Goswami, the state
president of the society,
who is presiding over the
function, said that “Lord
Shankaracharya is the Sun
of Sanatan Dharma, he
has renovated many tem-
ples and Shaktipeeths all
over the country, the phi-
losophy and values ??he
has left for the society, that

is eternal.Giving detailed
information about the so-
cial building under con-
struction in Mahadevghat,
conference convenor
Raipur District President
Vedapuri Goswami, in his
remarks, called upon the
social people to cooperate
with the construction of
the building to preserve the
memory of their ancestors.
The names of donors and
their ancestors will be per-
manently inscribed in the
inscription, he said.
Anupama Goswami,
Pemendra Giri, Narendra
Puri, Toshan Giri and
Sudha Goswami, Pokhraj
Ban and many others were
present. Special talents of
the society were also hon-
ored in the program.

Shankaracharya made tireless efforts
to thread Hindu society: Pt Puri

Jagdalpur, May 10: 

Akhil Bharatiya
Kshatriya Mahasabha on
May 09, celebrated the
birth anniversary of
Maharana Pratap by wor-
shipping the statue of
great warrior at Lal Bagh.
The members by garland-
ing the statue of Maharana
Pratap and lighting the cer-
emonial lamp remembered
this great warrior. Later
sharbat was distributed
among the people and in
the evening along with

worshipping at Maharana
Pratap Chowk members
took part in a plantation
drive. In the evening
Godhan Manas Mandali re-
cited Sunder Kand and
gifts were distributed to the
children.

The president of Akhil
Bharatiya Kshatriya
Mahasabha threw light on
the life of Maharana
Pratap. On this occasion
Dileep Kushwaha, Shakti
Singh Chauhan, Brajesh
Singh Bhadoria and others
were present.

482nd birth anniversary of
Maharana Pratap observed

Jagdalpur, May 10:
Women and Child
Development Minister
Mrs Anila Bhediya on a
two-day stay in Bastar,
made a surprise visit to
the Anganwadis of the dis-
trict. She inspected the
Anganwadis and took
stock of the implementa-
tion of the schemes of the
government at the field
level. Mrs Bhendia has
said that improving the
nutritional status of
women and children is one
of the priorities of the gov-
ernment and the state gov-
ernment is making every
effort to make Bastar re-
gion malnutrition free.
Smt. Bhendia directed im-
mediate suspension of the
supervisor and issued no-
tice to the group if any dis-
order was found during

the inspection of the devel-
opment block
Lohandiguda, Takaraguda
Anganwadi Center, and di-
rected to take strict action.
She has said that no negli-
gence will be tolerated by
the officers and employees
in taking the benefits of
government schemes to
the beneficiaries and strict
action will be taken
against the concerned in

case of negligence. Mrs
Bhendia also reached
Anganwadi center Karanji
of Tokapal development
block and took stock of the
arrangements. Along with
this, the Minister also did
a surprise inspection of
Ayatupara Anganwadi
Center of Gram
Panchayat Bastanar. In
view of the cleanliness
and other irregularities

during the inspection, Mrs
Bhendia directed the offi-
cers to rectify the arrange-
ments. Director of Women
and Child Development
Department, Divya
Mishra along with officers
of the Directorate were
also present on the occa-
sion. It is noteworthy that
before the visit of Minister
Mrs Bhendia, two officers
have reached the districts
of Bastar region to take
stock of the implementa-
tion of the schemes at the
field level.

These officers will re-
port the assessment of the
situation in the plains to
Mrs. Bhendia. On the
basis of the report, the
Minister of Women and
Child Development will re-
view the schemes and give
necessary instructions.

WCD Minister conducts surprise inspection

Masturi, May 10:

Santosh Singh Thakur,
the newly appointed dis-
trict president of
Chhattisgarh Shramjeevi
Journalists Association,
was jointly honored by
Chhattisgarh State
I n f o r m a t i o n
C o m m i s s i o n e r
Dhanvendra Jaiswal, sen-
ior state vice president and
former president of

Bilaspur Press Club, Tilak
Raj Saluja and Bilaspur
Press Club president
Virendra Gahwai. On this
occasion, State General
Secretary of Chhattisgarh
Working Journalists
Association Vishwadeepak
Rai, Bilaspur District
Secretary Ganga
Manikpuri, Qazi
Shahabuddin Ansari,
Durga Prajapati and other
journalists were present.

Santosh Singh 
receives honours

GGaauurreellaa--PPeennddrraa--MMaarrwwaahhii,,  MMaayy
1100::  Chhattisgarh Vidhan Sabha
Calling Attention on
Information Number 255 by
MLA Gulab Kamro Member of
Legislative Assembly,
Panchayat and Rural
Development Minister,
Government of Chhattisgarh,
under MNREGA scheme in
Gauraila forest area of
??Marwahi forest division
Pendra Road, under MNREGA
scheme in the year 2019-20 and
in the year 2020-21, has asked
for action against employees
found guilty in financial irregu-
larities. In the case of embez-
zlement of government funds
due to serious financial irregu-

larities in stop dam construc-
tion works, the announcement
of suspension of 15 officers
and employees was made in
the House on 21/03/2022. The
above 15 officers and employ-
ees include one Chief Executive
Officer, District Panchayat and
14 officers and employees of
Forest Department, in which 2
officers have retired, the
remaining 12 officers and
employees are suspended in
the House after 1 month. Under
the letter number
326/2022/4220 dated
22/04/2022 of the Guardian
Administration, Chhattisgarh,
Raipur, the Chief Forest
Conservator, Bilaspur Circle

and Forest Division Officer
Pendra road, the proceedings
of suspension came late.It may
be known that on 04/03/2022,
the Forest Divisional Officer
Marwahi Forest Division
Pendra Road has suspended
three beat guards of Khodari
Forest Range respectively,
Suryamandi Mishra, Dilip
Kumar Kaushik, and Shravan
Kumar Sharma due to negli-
gence in official duty and mis-
behavior with common citi-
zens. Their headquarters were
shifted from Khodri region to
Gaurela, Pendra and Marwahi
region respectively,but sus-
pended officers and employees
guilty in the case of MNREGA

after the suspension, still in the
headquarters in the same zone
itself (Gourela) raises a serious
question mark on the impar-
tiality of the senior officers of
the department. This has been
done systematically to save the
culprits suspended by the sen-
ior forest officers. It is note-
worthy that it was told by the
forest employees working in
the forest division that a clerk
working in the Marwahi forest
division Pendra Road has been
given additional charge of the
vacant beats as a result of sus-
pension from 25 to 30 kilome-
ters away by taking Rs per beat
guard. The forest staff also
states that there appears to be

a systematic attempt by the
senior officers of the depart-
ment to re-post the suspended
officers and employees to their
former positions after rein-
statement from suspension.

Hqs not shifted of suspended forest staff

What official says….
“Suspended employees are
kept away from the field so
that they do not affect the
investigation, this informa-
tion has come to my notice,
and the forest division will
take necessary action and
send special staff to the
field.”

RRaajjeesshh  CChhaannddeellee,,  CCCCFF,,
BBiillaassppuurr

Khairagarh, May 10: A
Tata vehicles dashed
against a truck parked near
the road side for getting
paddy loaded into it near
Gram Ghotia chowk here
on Wednesday. In this the
Tata vehicle got badly dam-
aged and there was no casu-
alty and a major incident
by the road-side was avert-
ed. As per information in
this regard, it was on the
night of May 3 at 11:00 pm,
a truck bearing No. CG 08
AA 9598 was standing near
Gram Ghotia chowk and
waiting for load of paddy. It
was hit by a Tata loader ve-
hicle from behind, as it was

carelessly driven by the
driver. The impact the colli-
sion was so high that the
front portion of the Tata
loader got completely
crashed and damaged and
the driver of Tata loader re-
ceived minor injuries. It is
learnt that that Tata vehi-
cle was bringing ‘Poha’ in it
from Nagpur to Bhatapara

(Raipur) and since it was
pitch dark, the driver a
could not see the parked
truck and dashed against
it. He was rushed to nearby
Civil Hospital in
Khairagarh. The driver of
the truck Jeevrakhan in-
formed that when the Tata
loader vehicle hit his truck,
he was sleeping and the he
fell down from the truck’s
cabin as the impact was
high and he got his hand
fractured. The driver of the
truck-loader became angry
and took the documents
and keys of his truck with
him and it was returned by
112 team later.

Tata loader hits parked truck, no casualties

INTERNATIONAL NURSES DAY

Nurses of Masina Hospital pose for photos during a music therapy session organised by Furtados School of Music
ahead of the upcoming International Nurses Day, in Mumbai, Tuesday.

BUS TOPPLED

Police personnel and locals gather after a bus rammed into a shop and toppled on its course on Karamana
Kanyakumari National Highway, at Pallichal in Thiruvananthapuram, Tuesday.

Many pockets of Mumbai plunge into
darkness in another power outage

Mumbai, May 10 (PTI):

Many pockets of
Mumbai plunged into
darkness on Monday
evening in a power out-
age caused by what was
termed as a “technical
fault”.

The outage comes
amid a series of disrup-
tions in power supply
faced by the financial
capital over the last
month amid a severe
shortage of electricity
that has forced the state
discom MSEDCL to ini-
tiate load-shedding in
several parts of
Maharashtra.

Suburbs like Bandra,
Santacruz and
Chembur, and pockets
in central Mumbai
such as Dadar reported
the outage for over 15
minutes starting at 2130
hrs.

Adani Electricity

Mumbai said 1.8 lakh
consumers serviced by it
were impacted because
rival Tata Power’s equip-
ment failed at the
Dharavi receiving sta-
tion.

Tata Power sought to
shift the blame on the
Maharashtra State
Electricity Transmission
Company, claiming
power tripping lasted for
around 7 minutes.

There was an incident
of power tripping today
for a very short time
(around 7 minutes) due to
tripping of 220kV MSET-
CL OLTS protection at
their Trombay Receiving
Station, giving shutdown
to 160MW load at Tata
Power’s Dharavi
Receiving Station, an offi-
cial spokesperson said.

About ten days ago, the
state-run Brihanmumbai
Electric Supply and
Transport (BEST) under-

taking, which had wit-
nessed several outages in
areas serviced by it, had
said the ongoing heat-
wave is leading to extra
demand from consumers
which is resulting in dis-
ruptions as supply is not
being able to keep pace
with demand.

Due to large increase
in the temperature, peo-
ple are using ACs and
fans more, resulting in
heavy demand and con-
sumption of electricity
suddenly.

This may affect net-
work and generates cable
or feeder faults across is-
land city, a spokesperson
for the civic body-run un-
dertaking had said.

The city has suffered
outages in February this
year and multiple times
over the last month ever
since the state govern-
ment admitted to a short-
fall of about 3,000 MW.

Union minister asks agri research institutes
to take innovations to farmers

Gangtok, May 10 (PTI):

Union Minister Shobha
Karandlaje on Monday
urged all research insti-
tutes to coordinate with
each other in terms of
their ongoing research
projects for providing opti-
mal benefit to all involved
in farming activities.

The use of the latest
agricultural innovations
by farmers will go a long
way in realising Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
vision to “double the in-
come of cultivators”.

“All research institutes
should coordinate with
each other in such a man-
ner that benefits should
reach the last person en-
gaged in farming activi-
ties across the country,”
she said after inaugurat-
ing the new building com-

plex of multi technology
testing centre and voca-
tional training centre at
the College of
Agricultural Engineering
and Post Harvest
Technology at Ranipool
near the state capital.

This will effectively en-
hance the quality of farm
produce and bring about
speedy economic uplift-
ment to the growers, said
Karandlaje, the minister
of state for agriculture
and farmers’ welfare.

She hailed the farmers
of Sikkim for being flag-
bearers in organic farm-
ing and said the state gov-
ernment should make ef-
forts to ensure quick de-
livery of benefits under
the Prime Minister Kisan
Samman Nidhi Yojna to
the cultivators in the
state.

India will need around 1 lakh drone
pilots in coming years: Scindia

New Delhi, May 10 (PTI):

The central govern-
ment’s 12 ministries are
currently trying to boost
the indigenous demand for
drone services and India
will need approximately
one lakh drone pilots in
the coming years, Aviation
Minister Jyotiraditya
Scindia said on Tuesday.

“We are taking the
drone sector forward on
three wheels. The first
wheel is of policy. You
have seen how fast we are
implementing the poli-
cy,” Scindia said at a Niti
Aayog event.

The second wheel is to
create incentives, he said.

“The PLI (production
linked incentive) scheme,
which has been imple-

mented under the leader-
ship of Prime Minister,
will give fresh boost to
manufacturing and serv-
ices in drone sector,” he
added.

The PLI scheme came
in September 2021 as a
follow-through of the lib-
eralised Drone Rules,
2021, released by the min-
istry on August 25, 2021.

Scindia said the third
wheel is to create indige-
nous demand and the 12

ministries of the central
government have tried to
create this demand.

Today, a drone pilot can
be trained by being a 12th
class pass, no college de-
grees are required, he
said.

“With 2-3 months of
training, this person is in
his or her job as a drone
pilots with around Rs
30,000 per month salary,”
he noted.

“We need close to a
lakh drone pilots in the
years to come. So the op-
portunity is tremen-
dous,” he stated.

Scindia had on
September 16 last year
said that the Indian
drone industry will have
a total turnover of up to
Rs 15,000 crore by 2026.

India fully supportive of Sri Lanka’s democracy,
stability & economic recovery: MEA

New Delhi, May 10 (PTI):

India on Tuesday said it
is “fully supportive” of
Sri Lanka’s democracy,
stability and economic re-
covery, a day after the is-
land nation’s Prime
Minister Mahinda
Rajapaksa quit amid mas-
sive protests in the coun-
try over the government’s
handling of the economic
crisis.

External Affairs
Ministry Spokesperson
Arindam Bagchi said,
“India will always be
guided by the best inter-
ests of the people of Sri
Lanka expressed through
democratic processes.”

He was responding to

media queries on the de-
velopments in Sri Lanka.

“As a close neighbour of
Sri Lanka, with historical
ties, India is fully support-
ive of its democracy, sta-
bility and economic re-
covery,” Bagchi said.

He also mentioned the

assistance India provided
to help Sri Lanka deal
with the economic crisis.

“In keeping with our
Neighbourhood First pol-
icy, India has extended
this year alone support
worth over USD 3.5 bil-
lion to the people of Sri
Lanka for helping them
overcome their current
difficulties,” Bagchi said.

“In addition, the people
of India have provided as-
sistance for mitigating
the shortages of essential
items such as food, medi-
cine etc,” he said.

The island nation has
been witnessing wide-
spread protests in the last
few days. Angry protest-
ers clashed with police

and resorted to violence
in Colombo and some
other places.

The ancestral home of
the Rajapaksa family in
Hambantota was set on
fire by a group of anti-
government protestors.

Video footage showed
the entire house of
Rajapaksa and his
younger brother and
President Gotabaya
Rajapaksa in
Medamulana in
Hambantota city burn-
ing, according to a media
report on Monday.

Mahinda Rajapaksa re-
signed in the midst of
mass protests and deepen-
ing economic crisis in the
country.

Assam tackling illegal 
migration, Bengal is not: Shah
Guwahati, May 10 (PTI):

Union Home Minister
Amit Shah on Tuesday
while praising the BJP-led
Assam government for
strongly tackling illegal
migration, alleged that the
West Bengal government
was not cooperating with
the Centre in dealing with
the problem.

Addressing a public
rally to mark the first an-
niversary of the Himanta
Biswa Sarma-led NDA
government in Assam,
Shah said that Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
is committed to end the
problem of infiltration but
claimed ‘’Bengal is not co-
operating with the cen-
tre’’. ‘’On the other hand,
Assam is standing rock-
solid behind the centre
and is fighting the prob-
lem strongly with result
evident in the remarkable
decrease in illegal infiltra-

tion’’, Shah said.
The home minister said

that he had visited the
Indo-Bangladesh border at
Mankachar in Assam on
Monday and ‘’the data re-
veals that during the last
six years, infiltration has
declined considerably and
we hope to completely end
it soon’’.

Referring to the earlier
rampant cattle smuggling
to Bangladesh through
Assam, Shah said that
Sarma’s government has
ensured that all doors in
the state has been closed

for cattle smugglers.
Allegations of illegal

migration form an impor-
tant part of the political
narrative in this border
state, where the issue led
to a prolonged agitation in
the 1980s leading to the
Assam accord which
promised to identify `for-
eigners’ and de-franchise
them.

Since then, the issue has
been taken up by the NDA
which has promised to
bring a National Register
for Citizens which would
exclude illegal migrants.

CENTRAL CHRONICLE, BILASPUR, WEDNESDAY,  MAY 11,  2022

BRIEF

Woman hangs self
i Kanpur (UP): A

woman who was ac-
cused of theft alleged-
ly committed suicide
by hanging herself
from the bathroom
ceiling at a state-run
shelter home in
Kanpur in Uttar
Pradesh where she
was lodged by police.
Sudama (32), a resi-
dent of Magarwara
Unnao, worked as a
domestic help and
was accused of steal-
ing gold jewellery
from her employer’s
house. She was called
to the Nawabganj po-
lice station for ques-
tioning. She was
lodged at the shelter
home and asked to
come to the police sta-
tion again on Monday
for questioning.
However, in the morn-
ing, she was found
dead inside the bath-
room.

Summer rains 
i Chennai: Heavy

overnight rains
lashed Chennai and
its neighbourhoods on
Tuesday, bringing
respite to citizens
from the scorching
May temperatures.
Sharp showers that
started in the wee
hours of Tuesday con-
tinued in the morning
here, impacting office-
goers, even as some
low-lying areas suf-
fered due to water
stagnation.

Man held 
i Sambhal (UP): A

man was held for al-
legedly making objec-
tionable comments
against Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi on social media,
police said on
Tuesday. Irfan
Hussain of Darani vil-
lage in Kudh
Fatehgarh area was
arrested following a
complaint by BJP
workers,
Superintendent of
Police Chakresh
Mishra said. Hussain
was booked under sec-
tions 67 (transmitting
obscene material) and
153 A (spreading
disharmony among
people) of the
Information
Technology Act for
the Facebook post, po-
lice said.

Unity’ bus service
i Aizawl: Mizoram

Chief Minister
Zoramthanga has said
his government will
make more efforts to
improve road connec-
tivity with neighbour-
ing states, as he
flagged off a bus serv-
ice to Tripura from
Aizawl. The unity’ bus
service will operate
between Aizawl and
Behliangchhip town
in Jampui Hills of
Tripura North dis-
trict. It would be avail-
able from Aizawl
every Monday and
Thursday, and every
Tuesday and Friday
from Behlianchhip.

Heatwave spell
i New Delhi: The mini-

mum temperature in
the city settled at 28
degrees Celsius on
Tuesday, with a fresh
spell of heatwave ex-
pected to sweep the
national capital start-
ing May 11. The rela-
tive humidity at 8:30
AM on Tuesday stood
at 61 per cent, accord-
ing to data shared by
the India
Meteorological
Department (IMD).
On Monday, the
Safdarjung
Observatory, Delhi’s
base station, recorded
a maximum tempera-
ture of 40 degrees
Celsius, a notch above
normal for this time
of the year.

Civic official suspended over obscene
dance programme at fair in MP

Bhopal, May 10 (PTI):

The Madhya Pradesh
government has sus-
pended Mandsaur’s
chief municipal officer
in connection with an
alleged obscene dance
performed by some peo-
ple at an animal fair or-
ganised by the local
civic body, an official
said on Tuesday.

A video of the pur-
ported dance pro-
gramme, held on
Sunday evening during
the ‘Maa Mahishasur
Mardini Devi Mela’ in
Shamgarh town, some
70 km from the
Mandsaur district head-
quarters, surfaced on
social media platforms.

In the clip, a woman
was seen dancing to the
tune of an obscene
song. The pictures of
state cabinet minister
Hardeep Singh Dang
and Maa Mahishasur
Mardini Devi were seen
on a banner in the back-
ground.

After the incident,
Dang had written a let-
ter to state Urban
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n
Minister Bhupendra
Singh demanding ac-
tion against Mandsaur’s
chief municipal officer
Nasir Ali Khan, saying
“the programme hurt
the religious sentiments
of people.

S u b s e q u e n t l y,
Mandsaur collector was

asked to submit a report
over the matter.

Based on the report,
Ujjain’s Divisional
Commissioner Sandeep
Yadav issued an order
on Monday to suspend
Khan, the official said.

The suspension order
said, The pictures of
Maa Mahishasur
Mardini Devi and elect-
ed representatives were
displayed on the stage
where the obscene
dance was organised.
An orchestra pro-
gramme was allowed
freely by the chief mu-
nicipal officer, Nasir Ali
Khan, without knowing
its outline. This shows
the official’s careless-
ness.

Right-wing group recites
Hanuman Chalisa outside
Qutub Minar; 30 detained

New Delhi, May 10 (PTI):

Members of a right-wing
group on Tuesday recited
the Hanuman Chalisa out-
side the Qutub Minar com-
plex and staged a protest de-
manding that the iconic
monument here be renamed
‘Vishnu Stambha’.

At least 30 demonstrators
have been detained and
taken to a police station,
from where they will be re-
leased later, a senior official
said.

“They were detained be-
cause they cannot protest in
the middle of the road caus-
ing traffic snarls, thereby
creating inconvenience for
commuters,” the police offi-
cial said. International
working president of the

United Hindu Front,
Bhagwan Goyal, claimed
that the Qutub Minar is the
‘Vishnu Stambha’, which
was built by the “great king
Vikramaditya”.

“But later, Qutubuddin
Aibak claimed credit for it.
There were 27 temples in the
complex and those were de-
stroyed by Aibak. Proof of
all this is available as people
can find idols of Hindu gods
kept in the Qutub Minar
complex. Our demand is
that Qutub Minar should be
called as Vishnu Stambha,”
he told PTI. The protestors
chanted ‘Jai Shri Ram’, re-
cited the Hanuman Chalisa
and displayed placards read-
ing “Qutub Minar should be
called Vishnu Stambha”,
after the Hindu God Vishnu.

External Affairs
Ministry Spokesperson
Arindam Bagchi
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GROUP SELFIE

Visitors take a group selfie outside the National Assembly (back) before the inaugu-
ration ceremony of South Korea’s new president Yoon Suk-yeol in Seoul on Tuesday.

BRIEF
2 journalists killed

Mexico City: Two
journalists were shot
to death in Mexico’s
Gulf coast state of
Veracruz on Monday,
state prosecutors said.
The Veracruz State
Prosecutor’s Office
said via Twitter that it
was investigating the
killings of Yessenia
Mollinedo Falconi
and Sheila Johana
Garc a Olivera, the di-
rector and a reporter,
respectively, of the on-
line news site El Veraz
in Cosoleacaque. They
are the 10th and 11th
journalists killed in
Mexico this year.
Veracruz State
Prosecutor Veronica
Hernandez Giadans
said the investigation
would be exhaustive,
including considering
their journalism work
as a motive in their
killing.

Dozens killed
Kinshasa (Congo):
Rebels in eastern
Congo attacked a vil-
lage near a mine in
Ituri province, killing
at least 52 people, gov-
ernment officials
said. Fighters with
the group known as
CODECO attacked the
town of Kablangete
on Sunday, said Jean-
Pierre Bikilisende,
the mayor of
Mongwalu, which is 7
km (4 miles) away. In
addition to those
killed, 100 civilians
were missing,
Bikilisende said.
Congo’s government
condemned the
killings as a barbaric
and cowardly act of
CODECO terrorists
on innocent popula-
tions,” Congo’s
Ministry of
Communications said
in a statement. The
government said it is
determined to restore
peace in the region.

China cargo craft 
Beijing: A Chinese
cargo vessel docked
with the country’s
under-construction
space station on
Tuesday ahead of a
new three-person
crew expected to ar-
rive next month. The
Tianzhou-4 space-
craft was slung into
space atop a Long
March-7 Y5 rocket at
1:56 am from the
Wenchang Launch
Base in the southern
island province of
Hainan. State media
said it docked with
the station about
seven hours later.
The cargo vessel is
carrying supplies for
the next crew’s six-
month stay, along
with research equip-
ment and spare parts
for maintaining the
station.

Laos reopens 
Bangkok: The land-
locked Southeast
Asian nation of Laos
reopened to tourists
and other visitors on
Monday, more than
two years after it im-
posed tight restric-
tions to fight the coro-
navirus.
Thipphakone
Chanthavongsa, head
of the government’s
agency for controlling
COVID-19, announced
on Saturday the re-
opening date, the last
in a three-phase plan,
state news agency
KPL reported. She
said vaccination cer-
tificates or virus tests
will still be required
for Lao citizens and
foreigners entering
the country.
Travellers 12 years of
age or older without
vaccination certifi-
cates must be able to
show negative ATK
tests taken within 48
hours of departure
for Laos.

Washington, May 10 (PTI):

Russian forces are com-
mitting war crimes and
atrocities in Ukraine as
they engage in a brutal
war that is causing im-
mense suffering and need-
less destruction, the White
House has said.

Addressing reporters at
her daily news conference
on Monday, White House
Press Secretary Jen Psaki
said the US is continuing
to do what it can to provide
support for Ukraine at this
pivotal moment — flowing
security, economic and hu-
manitarian assistance.

“Today, the President
(Joe Biden) signed the
Lend-Lease Act into law,

which adds to our suite of
tools as we provide
Ukraine with the weapons
and equipment they need,
Psaki said.

While President
(Vladimir) Putin and the
Russian people celebrated
Victory Day today, we are
seeing Russian forces com-
mit war crimes and atroci-
ties in Ukraine as they en-
gage in a brutal war that is
causing so much suffering
and needless destruction,
she said.

The Victory Day, Psaki
said, is supposed to be
about celebrating peace
and unity in Europe and
the defeat of Nazis in
World War-II.

“Instead, Putin is per-

verting history, changing
history to try — or at-
tempting to change it, I
should say — to justify his
unprovoked and unjusti-
fied war, which has
brought catastrophic loss
of life and immense
human suffering, she said.

A day earlier, Psaki said,
First Lady Jill Biden visit-
ed Ukraine in a historic
visit to meet with the First
Lady of Ukraine.

She did that purposeful-
ly on Mother’s Day to be
there and recognise the
sacrifices of so many
mothers during this time
in Ukraine and send an
important message of soli-
darity, she said.

Earlier in the day, the US

announced a new round of
actions to ratchet up the
pain on Putin.

This includes banning
US services that help
Russian elites and compa-
nies build wealth and
evade sanctions, addition-
al restrictions on a broad
range of inputs and prod-
ucts like bulldozers and in-
dustrial engines that Putin
needs for his military, and
sanctions on big execu-
tives at Russia’s largest
banks and Russian mili-
tary officials, Psaki said.

The US also sanctioned
the top three most-
watched TV stations in
Russia that bolster Putin’s
war by spreading his prop-
aganda.

Russian forces commit war crimes
and atrocities in Ukraine: US

Washington, May 10 (AP):

Taliban forces had taken
the Afghan capital.
Crowds of panicked peo-
ple thronged the airport.
And a young man who had
worked as a subcontractor
for the US military faced a
terrible choice.

Hasibullah Hasrat, after
having navigated the
chaotic streets and
Taliban checkpoints to
make it inside the airport,
could either go back for
his wife and two young
children or board an evac-
uation flight and get them
later. Not taking the flight
likely meant none of them
would get out of
Afghanistan. Hasrat’s de-
cision haunts him.

He is in the US, one of
more than 78,000 Afghans
admitted into the country
following the US troop
withdrawal in August that
ended America’s longest
war.

But his family hasn’t
been able to join him.

They’re still in
Afghanistan, where an
economic crisis has led to
widespread hunger and
where Taliban repression

is on the rise.
My wife is alone there,

he said, his voice breaking
as he describes nightly
phone calls home.

My son cries, asks
where I am, when am I
coming. And I don’t know
what to say.

It’s a reminder that the
journey for many of the
Afghans who came to the
United States in the his-
toric evacuation remains
very much a work in
progress, filled with uncer-
tainty and anxiety about
the future.

Afghan refugees, some
of whom faced possible

reprisals for working with
their government or
American forces during
the war with the Taliban,
say in interviews that they
are grateful to the US for
rescuing them and family
members.

But they are often strug-
gling to gain a foothold in
a new land, straining to
pay their bills as assis-
tance from the govern-
ment and resettlement
agencies starts to run out,
stuck in temporary hous-
ing, and trying to figure
out how to apply for asy-
lum because most of the
Afghans came under a

two-year emergency status
known as humanitarian
parole.

We are not sure what
may happen, said Gulsom
Esmaelzade, whose family
has been shuttled between
hotel rooms in the San
Diego area since January,
after spending three
months at a New Jersey
military base.

We don’t have anything
back at home in
Afghanistan and here we
also don’t have any future.

It’s taken a toll.
Esmaelzade said her moth-
er has had to be rushed
three times to the emer-
gency room when her
blood pressure shot up to
dangerous levels. The
younger woman attributes
it to the stress of their
lives.

Then there are more
mundane challenges that
are nonetheless daunting
for many Afghans. They
include learning English,
navigating government
bureaucracies and public
transportation, and find-
ing a job.

There is also the isola-
tion for those, like Hasrat,
who came alone.

New life, new struggles: Afghans still adjusting to US

New York, May 10 (PTI):

Slain photojournalist
Danish Siddiqui is among
four Indians honoured
with the prestigious
Pulitzer Prize 2022 in the
feature photography cate-
gory.

Siddiqui and his col-
leagues Adnan Abidi,
Sanna Irshad Mattoo and
Amit Dave from the
Reuters news agency won
the award, announced on
Monday, for “images of
COVID’s toll in India that
balanced intimacy and
devastation, while offer-
ing viewers a heightened
sense of place”, according
to The Pulitzer Prizes
website.

Their work was moved
from the breaking news
photography category by
the judges.

Siddiqui, 38, was on as-
signment in Afghanistan
last year when he died.
The award-winning jour-
nalist was killed in July
last while covering clash-
es between Afghan troops
and the Taliban in Spin
Boldak district of

Kandahar city.
This is for the second

time that Siddiqui has
won the Pulitzer Prize. He
was honoured with the
prestigious award in 2018
as part of the Reuters
team for their coverage of
the Rohingya crisis. He
had extensively covered
the Afghanistan conflict,
the Hong Kong protests
and other major events in
Asia, Middle East, and
Europe.

Siddiqui graduated
with a degree in
Economics from Jamia
Millia Islamia, Delhi. He
had a degree in Mass
Communication from the
AJK Mass
C o m m u n i c a t i o n
Research Centre at Jamia
in 2007.

He started his career as
a television news corre-
spondent, switched to
photojournalism, and
joined Reuters as an in-
tern in 2010.

Marcus Yam of the Los
Angeles Times bagged
the award in the Breaking
News photography cate-
gory “for raw and urgent

images of the US depar-
ture from Afghanistan
that capture the human
cost of the historic
change in the country”.

Yam’s work was moved
from Feature
Photography by the jury.

Win McNamee, Drew
Angerer, Spencer Platt,
Samuel Corum and Jon
Cherry of Getty Images
also won the award in the
Breaking News photogra-
phy category for their
“comprehensive and con-
sistently riveting photos
of the attack on the US
Capitol”.

The Washington Post
bagged the Pulitzer Prize
in public service journal-
ism for its coverage of the
January 6 insurrection at
the US Capitol.

According to the award
committee, the newspa-
per “compellingly told
and vividly presented ac-
count of the assault on
Washington on January
6, 2021, providing the pub-
lic with a thorough and
unflinching understand-
ing of one of the nation’s
darkest days”.

Slain photojournalist Danish Siddiqui among
4 Indians honoured with Pulitzer Prize

Colombo, May 10 (PTI):

Sri Lanka’s former prime
minister Mahinda
Rajapaksa is facing calls for
his arrest from Opposition
politicians for inciting vio-
lence against peaceful anti-

government protesters that
claimed at least eight lives,
left over 200 people injured
and saw arson attacks on
the homes of several politi-
cians. Mahinda Rajapaksa,
76, resigned as Sri Lankan
Prime Minister on Monday

amid unprecedented eco-
nomic turmoil, hours after
his supporters attacked
anti-government protesters,
prompting authorities to
impose a nationwide curfew
and deploy Army troops in
the capital.

The resignation of the
prime minister has auto-
matically annulled the
Cabinet and the country is
currently being run by his
younger brother and
President Gotabaya
Rajapaksa.

Mahinda Rajapaksa has
been accused by the
Opposition of inciting the
ruling party mobs to attack
peaceful protesters by mak-
ing a defiant speech while
addressing several thou-
sands of his supporters to
deflect calls for his resigna-
tion.

Mahinda Rajapaksa faces calls for arrest
as Sri Lanka violence claims eight lives

People walk past a burnt bus near Sri Lanka’s former
prime minister Mahinda Rajapaksa’s official residence, a
day after it was torched by protesters in Colombo.

Chinese companies operating in Pak warn of shutting
operations as dues worth Rs 300 billion stuck up

Islamabad, May 10 (PTI):

Nearly 25 Chinese firms
operating in Pakistan under
the flagship CPEC have
warned that they would be
forced to shut down their
operations this month un-
less payments worth Rs 300
billion is made up front to
them, a media report said
on Tuesday.

The announcement was
made the Chinese
Independent Power
Producers (IPPs) during a
meeting presided over by
Minister for Planning and
Development Ahsan Iqbal
with more than 30 Chinese
companies operating under
the flagship multi-billion-
dollar China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor (CPEC)
in various areas including
energy, communication,

railways and others, the
Dawn newspaper reported.

During the meeting the
power producing compa-
nies brought up a slew of
complaints regarding the
payment of dues worth 300
billion Pakistani rupees
(USD 15,95,920,800).

There were also com-
plaints, including those re-
lating to complex visa pro-
cedures for Chinese execu-
tives, taxation and so on, but
there were also counter
complaints from the
Pakistani side as well, on
delayed responses to their
communications, the report
said.

About 25 representatives
from the Chinese IPPs
spoke one after the other
and complained about the
buildup of their dues and
warned that without up-

front payments they would
shut down within days.

According to the Chinese
companies, while payments
against power already sup-
plied were not forthcoming
and they had been financial-
ly handicapped due to the
coronavirus spread, the tax
authorities had started tax-
ing them at higher rates.

Also, the contractual re-
quirement of a revolving
fund for automatic payment
of IPPs’ dues and subse-
quent promises by the pre-
vious government during
former prime minister
Imran Khan’s visit to China
also remained unfulfilled,
the representatives were
quoted as saying in the re-
port.

Khan was removed as the
prime minister of Pakistan
last month through an anti-
trust vote brought by the op-
position parties.

Minister Iqbal has as-
sured the Chinese compa-
nies that the prime minister
had already taken notice of
the situation and had asked
the relevant authorities to
brief him about the entire
issue and make arrange-
ments for early payments.

He promised that their fi-
nancial difficulties would
be eased out within the cur-
rent month.

The companies are oper-
ating for the execution of
the projects under the
CPEC, which was launched
in 2015.

Biden signs Ukraine bill, seeks $40B aid, in Putin rejoinder
Washington, May 10 (AP):

Washington sought to
portray a united front
against Russia’s invasion
of Ukraine as President
Joe Biden signed a bipar-
tisan measure to reboot
the World War II-era lend-
lease programme, which
helped defeat Nazi
Germany, to bolster Kyiv
and Eastern European al-
lies.

The signing on
Monday comes as the US
Congress is poised to un-
leash billions more to
fight the war against
Russia with Democrats
preparing 40 billion in
military and humanitari-
an aid, larger than the 33
billion package Biden
has requested.

It all serves as a rejoin-

der to Russian President
Vladimir Putin, who has
seized on Victory in
Europe Day the anniver-
sary of Germany’s un-
conditional surrender in
1945 and Russia’s biggest
patriotic holiday to rally
his people behind the in-
vasion.

This aid has been criti-
cal to Ukraine’s success
on the battlefield, Biden
said in a statement.

Biden said it was ur-
gent that Congress ap-
prove the next Ukraine
assistance package to
avoid any interruption in
military supplies being
sent to help fight the war,
with a crucial deadline
coming in 10 days.

“We cannot allow our
shipments of assistance
to stop while we await
further Congressional ac-
tion, he said. He urged
Congress to act and to do
so quickly .

In a letter delivered to
Capitol Hill on Monday,
Defence Secretary Lloyd
Austin and Secretary of
State Antony Blinken
urged Congress to act be-
fore May 19, when the ex-
isting drawdown funds
run out. The Pentagon
has already sent or com-

mitted all but 100 million
of the 3.5 billion in
weapons and equipment
that it can send to
Ukraine from its existing
stockpiles. And that final
100 million is expected to
be used no later than May
19, they said.

In short, we need your
help, they said in the let-
ter, which was obtained
by The Associated Press.
The ability to draw upon
existing DoD stocks has
been a critical tool in our
efforts to support the
Ukrainians in their fight
against Russian aggres-
sion, allowing us to
quickly source equip-
ment and ensure a sus-
tained flow of security
assistance to Ukraine.

The resolve from Biden
and Congress to main-

tain support for Ukraine
has been lasting, but also
surprising. Still, as the
months-long war with
Russia grinds on, the bi-
partisan showing for
Ukraine will be tested as
the US and allies are
drawn closer toward the
conflict.

H
umans don't know what
they're missing under

the surface of a busy ship-
ping channel in the cruise
capital of the world. Just
below the keels of massive
ships, an underwater camera
provides a live feed from an-
other world, showing marine
life that's trying its best to re-
sist global warming.

That camera in Miami's
Government Cut is just one
of the many ventures of a
marine biologist and a musi-
cian who've been on a 15-year
mission to raise awareness
about dying coral reefs by
combining science and art to
bring undersea life into pop
culture.

Their company Coral
Morphologic is surfacing
stunning images, putting
gorgeous closeups of under-
water creatures on social
media, setting time-lapsed
video of swaying, glowing
coral to music and projecting
it onto buildings, even selling
a coral-themed beachwear
line.

We aren't all art. We aren't
all science. We aren't all tech.
We are an alchemy, said
Colin Foord, who defies the
looks of a typical scientist,
with blue hair so spiky that it
seems electrically charged.
He and his business partner
JD McKay sat down with The
Associated Press to show off
their work.

One of their most popular
projects is the Coral City
Camera, which recently
passed 2 million views and
usually has about 100 view-
ers online at any given time
each day.

We're going to actually be
able to document one year of
coral growth, which has
never been done before in
situ on a coral reef, and that's
only possible because we
have this technological con-
nection right here at the port
of Miami that allows us to
have power and internet,
Foord said.

The livestream has already
revealed that staghorn and
other corals can adapt and
thrive even in a highly ur-
banized undersea environ-
ment, along with 177 species
of fish, dolphins, manatees
and other sea life, Foord said.

We have these very re-
silient corals growing here.
The primary goal of us get-
ting it underwater was to
show people there is so much
marine life right here in our
city, Foord said.

McKay, meanwhile, sounds
like a Broadway producer as
he describes how he also
films the creatures in their
Miami lab, growing coral in
tanks to get them ready for
closeups in glorious colour.

We essentially create a set
with one of these aquariums,
and then obviously there's ac-

tors coral or shrimp or what-
ever and then we film it, and
then I get a vibe, whatever
might be happening in the
scene, and then I soundtrack
it with some ambient like
sounds, something very
oceanic," McKay explained.

Their latest production,
Coral City Flourotour, will be
shown on the New World
Center Wallscape this week
as the Aspen Institute hosts a
major climate conference in
Miami Beach.

Foord is speaking on a
panel about how the ocean's
natural systems can help hu-
mans learn to combat im-
pacts of climate change.

The talk's title? The Ocean
is a Superhero.

"I think when we can recog-
nise that we're all this one
family of life and everything
is interconnected, that hope-
fully we can make meaning-
ful changes now, so that fu-
ture generations don't have
to live in a world of wildfires
and melted ice caps and dead
oceans," Foord told the AP.

Their mission is urgent:
After 500 million years on
Earth, these species are
under assault from climate
change. The warming oceans
prompt coral bleaching and
raise the risk of infectious
diseases that can cause mass
die-offs in coral, according
to the National Oceanic
and Atmospheric

Administration.
Stronger storms and

changes in water chemistry
can destroy reef structures,
while altered currents sweep
away food and larvae.

Climate change is the
greatest global threat to
coral reef ecosystems,
NOAA said in a recent re-
port.

That gets at the second
part of Coral Morphologic's
name. What does it mean to
be morphologic? It really
means having to adapt be-
cause the environment is al-
ways changing, Foord said.

The staghorn, elkhorn and
brain coral living in
Government Cut provide a
real-world example of how
coral communities can adapt
to such things as rising heat
and polluted runoff, even in
such an unlikely setting as
the port of Miami.

Their video has document-
ed fluorescence in some of
the coral, an unusual re-
sponse in offshore waters
that Foord said could be pro-
tecting them from solar rays.

The port is a priceless
place for coral research,"
Foord said.

We have to be realistic. You
won't be able to return the
ecosystems to the way they
were 200 years ago. The op-
tions we are left with are
more radical.

Beyond the science, there's
the clothes. Coral
Morphologic sells a line of
surf and swimwear that
takes designs from flower
anemones and brain coral
and uses environmentally
sustainable materials such
as a type of nylon recycled
from old fishing nets.

We see the power of tech
connecting people with na-
ture. We are lucky as artists,
and corals are benefitting,
Foord said.
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Barking dogs
seldom bite

Unable to understand that in
the last two weeks India had
meetings with Great Britain,
Denmark and Italy by our minis-
ter and Prime minister with
counterparts of those coun-
tries. But it’s shocking for
Indians that during the discus-
sion neither the Prime Minister
(PM) Narendra Modi or any
minister either remained mum
or not strongly raised the dis-
pute between the countries.
India's talk with British PM
Boris Johnson regarding Nirab
Modi, Vijay Mallya’s extradition
but it ends without any result.
Whereas, it surprised many
when twenty years after the
Indian PM Modi meet with his
Denmark counterpart Ms.Mette
Frederiksen but he had not
raised the issue of Kim Davy’s
(controversial Purulia arms
drop case incident on the night
of December 17, 1995) extradi-
tion with his Danish counter-
part during a bilateral meeting.
More interestingly, last Friday
India’s Minister of External
Affairs Subrahmanyam
Jaishankar, with his Italian
counterpart Luigi Di Maio dis-
cussed the implementation of
the India-Italy Strategic
Partnership on Energy
Transition and agreed to
explore partnerships in areas
such as gas transportation,
green hydrogen, bio-fuels and
energy storage. In addition,
they agreed to jointly organise
an India-Italy Tech Summit on
Energy Transition and Circular
Economy, to be held in Delhi on
November 17, 2022,” but
remained mum on Italian
marines (on 15 February 2012,
two Indian fishermen were
killed off the coast of Kerala, by
the two Italian marines aboard
the Italian-flagged commercial
oil tanker MB Enrica Lexie)
issue. Not only this time, last
year during the PM Modi’s visit
to Italy Modi remains mum on it
Whereas, before 2014 election
then Gujarat Chief Minister
Narendra Modi bitterly mock on
the PM Manmohan Singh:
“What can I say about a govern-
ment which releases two peo-
ple who have killed our men so
that they can go and vote in
their country?” Though it was
not the UPA II government but
the Supreme Court (SC) had
allowed Massimiliano Latorre
and Salvatore Girone to return
home for four weeks to vote in
last month's general election,
provided they returned. There
is nothing wrong if one wants
to know that the Modi govern-
ment should explain to the
nation what actions it plans to
take to ensure the return of the
Italian Marines to India to face
trial? Or is it PM Modi’s?
Whatsoever, Modi government
for the last eight years is in
power, but its foreign policy in
all these matters is at its lowest
ebb. I’m sure after its failure in
the foreign policy, PM Modi
now realizes that barking dogs
seldom bite.

BBiiddyyuutt  KKuummaarr  CChhaatttteerrjjeeee,,
FFaarriiddaabbaadd

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

WHAT THEY TWEET!

SSaammbbiitt  PPaattrraa@@
ssaammbbiittsswwaarraajj

What is this stupid
dichotomy of "Hindu
area" and "Muslim
area?" Aren't we all

Indians living in India?
Why should there be

different encroachment
laws for different 

localities?

VViirraatt  KKoohhllii@@iimmVVkkoohhllii
My adventure with #pumaindia has

been one of the best experiences
outside of cricket. From creating a

platform for sports & fitness to
designing the one8 collection, it’s
been a heartening 5-year journey.
I’m proud to be a part of the No. 1

sports & lifestyle brand in India

JJyyoottiirraaddiittyyaa  MM..  SScciinnddiiaa
@@JJMM__SScciinnddiiaa

Keeping the sensitive nature of the
incident in mind, we have decided to
conduct a fact-finding enquiry by a 3-

member team under the
@DGCAIndia . They will visit Ranchi &
Hyderabad (place of stay of the fami-

ly), and collect appropriate 
evidence within one week from today.

SSuurryyaa  KKuummaarr

YYaaddaavv@@ssuurryyaa__1144kkuummaarr

With all your good wishes

and support, I will be

back in no timeTo my MI

family, I will be cheering

for you from the other

side, this time. Let’s finish

the tournament on a high

note and display our true

character on field. 

Rakul Singh@Rakulpreet
Happppy bdayyyy you super talented girl!! Keep doing the amazing work and keep smiling 

always lots of love @Sai_Pallavi92

RRaajjddeeeepp  SSaarrddeessaaii
@@ssaarrddeessaaiirraajjddeeeepp

Big news:National Family Health
Survey shows sharpest decline in

Muslim fertility rate among all
religious communities in last 2

decades. (4.4 in 1992-93 to 2.3 in
2019-21; Hindus decline 3.3 to

1.94). Net net:higher education
leading to lower fertility across

ALL communities!

UU  nion Home Minister Amit Shah’s recent visit toWest Bengal came
at a time when the BJP’s state unit has been in the news for all

wrong reasons. The timing of Shah's visit was all the more significant
as barely two years are left for the 2024 Lok Sabha polls.West Bengal
sends 42 MPs to the lower house of Parliament. Though parliamentary
elections are held on national issues and not on local ones, the fact
remains that the BJP in the state is yet to get its act in order. Senior
leaders are not on the same page and the  ongoing  tussle  among  them
coupled  with defection by certain stalwarts like Babul Supriyo may
cast a long  shadow over the party's electoral prospects. Against this
backdrop, the home minister paid a two-day visit to the state to breathe
life in the saffron party which is facing internal bickerings. For exam-
ple, Dilip Ghosh, former state BJP President, was irked after he lost the
position, despite being appointed national Vice-President of  the party.
Balurghat MP Sukanta Majumdar was appointed state president and
Ghosh made his objections clear in public. It's no secret that there is
also an ongoing tussle between Ghosh and Suvendu Adhikari, the
Leader of  the Opposition in the state Assembly, as the two are not on
good terms. Ghosh is from the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS)
backgroundand  had  contested  his  first  election  as  a  BJP candidate
from  Kharagpur  Sadar  Assembly Constituency in 2016 and won, and
in 2019, he won Medinipur Lok Sabha constituency to become an MP.
Adhikari, on the other hand, was a close aide of West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee during the Nandigram crisis. He was also an
MLA and minister in the state before he parted ways with the Trinamool
Congress before the 2021 West Bengal Assembly elections and con-
tested as a BJP candidate from Nandigram constituency. He defeated
Mamata Banerjee, who contested this seat and a legend was born.
People like Ghosh, however, don’t fully trust people like Adhikari who
are not from the Sangh. Hence the rift. The top BJP leadership, howev-
er, knows that Adhikari is a face the party needs if it wants to repeat its
performance of  bagging at least18 seats in the state in the 2024 Lok
Sabha elections. At the same time, Ghosh has been asked to develop
the organisation at the grassroots level along with Majumdar, who can
handle affairs in north Bengal. Shah, a former national President of  the
party, made it clear before party workers that the state BJP has to start
working on people’s minds about how there has been no industrialisa-
tion in the state and jobs are not being generated. The booth level
worker will have to learn about how free rations (that ultimately get
sold in the market) and payments into bank accounts don’t help in the
long run. Industry is the only hope. The Centre’s policies will have to be
explained clearly. For this, the state leadership will have to work
together. As of  now, the Trinamool remains limited to the state of  West
Bengal and there is little possibility of a credible Third Front emerging
at  the  Centre.  In  this  scenario,  the common man in West Bengal will
have to choose between drastic economic reforms that the BJP wants
and the doles granted by the Trinamool, notwithstanding that the
state’s debt stands at nearly Rs 5.5 lakh crore.

Shah visit to breathe life 
in Bengal BJP

AA
nation's strategic approach is by definition meant to take care of
the security and economic interests of the country and it is truly

remarkable that Prime Minister Narendra Modi's policy on international
relations has stood its ground amid a festering Ukraine-Russia military
conflict, deepening geopolitical alienation between the US-led West and
the Russia-China camp and the progressively hardening regime of eco-
nomic sanctions imposed by the US and its allies against Russia. That
India's foreign policy – again a product of the nation's security and eco-
nomic concerns and hence a strategic instrument – has remained consis-
tent through these turbulent times, speaks volumes of the wisdom of fol-
lowing bilateral relations that were mutually beneficial and consistent
with world peace, the line of 'positive' non-alignment that the largest
democracy of the world is able to put forth before the world and above
all the rare political will that a strong leader like Prime Minister Modi has
been able to demonstrate in the intrepid exercise of India's sovereignty,
by him. Never before had India risen so fast on the global stage as an
advocate of universal peace, a promotor of economic advancement of
the world and a strong voice for renewable energy, environment and
poverty elimination — all in the interest of the larger good of the human-
ity. When the Ukraine-Russia conflict broke out in February-end with
Russia launching what it called 'a military operation' to protect the inter-
est of the Russian-speaking population in the eastern part of Ukraine,
India was the first country to show an understanding of Russia's securi-
ty concerns in a situation where the US-backed NATO had been egging on
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky to confront Vladimir Putin, in an
avoidable replay of the Cold War tussle. In reality, the sensible thing for
the West was to work for the peaceful coexistence of the East European
neighbours with Russia after the USSR had been dismembered and a
Unipolar world order had been established. Significantly, Prime Minister
Modi became the first world leader whom the two warring sides favoured
as the peacemaker and responding upfront to this situation, Modi called
for an immediate cessation of a military offensive in Ukraine and return
to exploration for a negotiated solution. The strength of Modi's political
will was rooted in his belief in doing what was right and this led India to
abstain from voting on resolutions moved in the UN Security Council —
first by the US and then by Russia — on the Ukraine imbroglio. India has
not condemned Russian military action in Ukraine but has also lost no
time in demanding immediate stoppage of hostilities and resumption of
talks for peace. On his three-nation tour of Europe last week, Modi
underscored the Indian view that in the present going, there would be no
winner in the Ukraine-Russia armed conflict and — again without taking
sides — warned that the entire world would suffer because of the impact
of this confrontation on the people in the affected zone and the econom-
ic consequences that it would produce globally. To the extent the military
conflict in Ukraine is becoming an unending phenomenon, among other
things, because of the supply of arms and ammunition to Ukraine by the
US and its allies, India is counselling both Russia and the Western sup-
porters of Ukraine — the former to stop military action and the latter to
abstain from adding fuel to the fire — and implicitly calling for peace on
a minimal give and take. Significantly there is no criticism of India by
President Joe Biden of the US — beyond the appeal from his administra-
tion for India's support for economic sanctions against Russia. There was
in fact an expression of understanding for India's impartial stand on the
Ukraine-Russia conflict, from Quad. Prime Minister Modi has kept up
India's commitment to this multilateral forum that was meant to safe-
guard the Indo-Pacific against any aggressive moves by China and at the
same time, maintained a friendship with Russia for preserving India's
enlightened self-interest — all of this was broadly understood by the
democratic world. It is a tribute to Prime Minister Modi's grasp of the
current geopolitical situation that all through the turbulence created by
the Ukraine-Russia military confrontation over the last two months and
the threat of escalation held out by both sides, India has steadily worked
its way up in building mutual cooperation with other major powers, in the
sphere of trade and economy. From free trade agreement with Australia
to long-term economic pacts with the UK and Japan and a strategic part-
nership on energy and environment with Germany, all of this was facili-
tated by the personal cord of friendship struck by Prime Minister Modi
with his counterparts in these countries, including Scott Morrison of
Australia, Boris Johnson of the UK, Fumio Kishida of Japan and Chancellor
Olaf Scholz of Germany, not to forget Emmanuel Macron, the re-elected
President of France.

India’s thrust at 
the global stage
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Devotees during the opening of the door of the southern Gopuram of the Vadakkumnathan temple to mark the beginning of
the Thrissur Pooram festival, in Thrissur.

Coral reefs provide stunning images of a world under assault

KKaappiill  SShhaarrmmaa@@
KKaappiillSShhaarrmmaaKK99

My lady laughing Buddha love
you @apshaha ji  thank you for

encouraging all of us,even on our
silly jokes sometimes  love n

regards always 

CURT ANDERSON 

THRISSUR POORAM FESTIVAL



CENTRAL CHRONICLE, BILASPUR,  WEDNESDAY, MAY  11,  2022

BRIEF

Road accident 

New Delhi: The gov-
ernment has set a tar-
get to reduce 50 per
cent road accident
deaths by 2024, Union
Minister Nitin
Gadkari said. He also
stressed the sensitisa-
tion of stakeholders
for collectively ad-
dressing issues re-
garding road safety.
Addressing an event
on Monday, the Union
Road Transport and
Highways Minister
said that road safety is
a very serious issue
and there should be
zero tolerance for road
accidents.

Power generation
New Delhi: Coal-
based power genera-
tion registered 9.26
per cent rise at 1,02,529
million units (MU) in
April as compared to
the year-ago period.
This comes amid the
country facing power
crisis. The thermal
power generation was
93,838 MU in April
2021, according to offi-
cial data. "Coal-based
power generation has
registered a growth of
9.26 per cent in April
2022 as compared to
April 2021 and growth
of 2.25 per cent as
compared to March
2022," it said. The ther-
mal power generation
in April also grew 2.25
per cent when com-
pared to 1,00,276 MU
in March, it said.

Eco ties 

New Delhi:Commerce
and industry ministers
of India and Oman will
hold a meeting here on
Wednesday to discuss
ways to further boost
economic ties between
the two countries, an of-
ficial statement said on
Tuesday. Oman's
Commerce, Industry
and Investment
Promotion Minister
Qais bin Mohammed al
Yousef is leading a high-
level multi-sectoral dele-
gation to India from May
10-14, the commerce
ministry said in a state-
ment. The 48 members
delegation includes sen-
ior officials and busi-
ness representatives
from diverse areas, span-
ning health, pharmaceu-
ticals, mining, tourism,
energy, shipping,
telecommunication and
real estate, it added.

Agar trade 
Agartala: Tripura
Chief Minister Biplab
Kumar Deb on
Monday said agar-
wood-based trade will
boost the state's econo-
my and fetch Rs 2,000-
3000 crore turnover in
the next three to four
years. A business dele-
gation from Loas has
come here to explore
feasibility of setting
up agar-based indus-
tries in the state, he
said. According to a
study, the northeast-
ern state has 70 lakh
agar trees, and the
government plans to
utilise the resource for
commercial purposes
as it has great demand
abroad. Recently, our
chief secretary and
principal chief con-
servator of forest
(PCCF) have visited
Laos and Vietnam to
see the agar-based in-
dustries there.

Chennai, May 10: 

Union Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman on
Tuesday appealed to states
to build infrastructure and
do "energy planning"
thereby ensuring uninter-
rupted, quality supply of
power is made available to
industries at reasonable
rates, enabling them to
grow their businesses. At
an event here, she said the
Centre would extend all its
support to help states
build the necessary infra-
structure and this does not
pertain to Tamil Nadu but
also to others. Referring to

her budget announcement
of allotting Rs 7.50 lakh
crore to infrastructure sec-
tor in the country, she said
it was comparatively high-
er to the Rs 5.50 lakh crore

that was allotted last year.
"My appeal to states is that
they should ensure elec-
tricity and it should be
made available 24 hours,
all 365 days at reasonable

rates. Industries should
get quality power...," she
said. Sitharaman said
every stakeholder should
work towards ensuring
uninterrupted power sup-
ply so that 'power short-
age' does not occur since it
poses as a major hurdle for
the industry's growth. The
Finance Minister was
speaking at the
Stakeholder's Outreach
Programme organised by
Directorate General of
Foreign Trade on the occa-
sion of India signing a
Comprehensive Economic
Partnership Agreement
with the United Arab
Emirates and the
Economic Cooperation
Trade Agreement (ECTA)
with Australia.

Ensure quality power supply at
reasonable rates to industries

Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitaraman during an outreach
programme on Free Trade Agreements with UAE and Australia, in
Chennai, Tuesday.

̈ FM tells state 
governments

Mumbai, May 10: 

Country's largest
lender State Bank of
India on Tuesday an-
nounced a hike of 40-90
basis points in the inter-
est rates on several bulk
term deposits. The re-
vised interest rates on
bulk term deposits
amounting to Rs 2 crore
and above are effective
from Tuesday, the bank
said.

While interest rate on
deposits maturing be-
tween 7 days and 45 days
has been kept unchanged
at 3 per cent, those ma-
turing between 46 and
179 days will now attract
an interest rate of 3.50
per cent as against 3 per
cent earlier. The public
sector lender also revised
interest rate on bulk

term deposits maturing
between 180 and 210 days
by 40 basis points to 3.50
per cent, as against 3.10
per cent earlier, as per
the bank's website.
Deposits maturing be-
tween 211 days and less
than 1 year will earn an
interest of 3.75 per cent,
up 45 bps from 3.30 per
cent.

The interest rate on
bulk deposits having ma-
turities between 1 year
and less than two years
has been increased by 40
bps to 4 per cent. For de-
posits having 2 years to
less than 3 years maturi-
ty period, the rate has
been hiked by 65 bps to
4.25 per cent.

The interest rate on
bulk term deposits for 3
years and up to 10 years
has been increased by 90

basis points to 4.50 per
cent as against 3.60 per
cent. Last week, Punjab
National Bank said had
increased interest rates
on term deposits in se-
lected buckets up to 60
basis points from May 7.

The new fixed deposit
rates are applicable on
deposits up to Rs 10
crore, PNB said. The hike
in deposit rates by the
banks came after a sur-
prise 40 basis points in-
crease in repo rate to 4.40
per cent on May 4 by the
Reserve Bank of India
(RBI).

A hike in repo rate by
RBI gives banks scope to
increase their deposit
rates, which in turn pro-
vides depositors an op-
portunity to earn higher
interest on their funds
parked with banks.

SBI hikes interest rates on bulk
term deposits by 40-90 basis points

Pune, May 10: 

M a h i n d r a ’ s
Construction Equipment
Division (MCE), a part of
the Mahindra Group,
today announced their
unique and disruptive cus-
tomer value proposition
“Get Highest Productivity
Per Liter of Fuel or Give
Machine Back” Guarantee
for their BS4 range of
Backhoe Loaders –
Mahindra EarthMaster.

The new range features
the proven and reliable 74
HP CRi Mahindra Engine
and many other techno-
logical advancements, be-
sides the cutting-edge
iMAXX Telematics solu-
tion, all of which together,
ensure guaranteed better
fuel efficiency. Given the
fact that fuel is one of the
major element of the op-
erating cost (nearly 50%),
with unique features as
Banana Boom, joystick

lever, robust design, and
bigger buckets,
EarthMaster range is well
suited for all types of
backhoe applications, be
it mining, trenching,
crushers, building con-
struction or any other
work in construction in-
dustry. Mahindra BS4
Backhoe Loader –
EarthMaster, with this
competitive advantage
will provide them an edge,
complete peace of mind
and scale up their CE
business, delivering high-
er prosperity.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Jalaj Gupta,
Business Head,
Commercial Vehicles
Business Unit, Mahindra
& Mahindra Limited said,
“The ‘Guaranteed Higher
per litre productivity (or
Give Back Machine’)
Promise is a landmark
move in the construction
equipment space." 

Mahindra launches
Backhoe Loader Range

New Delhi, May 10: 

German luxury carmak-
er Mercedes-Benz on
Tuesday said it has
launched the all new ver-
sion of the C-Class sedan
in India, priced between
Rs 55 lakh and Rs 61 lakh
(ex-showroom). The com-
pany has launched the
new C-Class in three
trims; petrol powered C
200 is priced at Rs 55 lakh
while diesel powered C
220d and 330d are tagged at
Rs 56 lakh and Rs 61 lakh,
respectively. The company
said it has received over
1,000 pre-launch bookings
for the fifth generation C-
Class, its highest-ever for
any vehicle in the country
leading to a waiting period
that extends to nearly 2-3
months.

"The unprecedented in-
terest level of customers
have exceeded our expec-

tations resulting in over
1,000 confirmed bookings
for the 'Baby S' even before
its launch, making it one
of the most anticipated
luxury cars to be intro-
duced in the market on
Tuesday. "It would be our
endeavor to deliver these
cars to our customers at
the earliest," Mercedes-
Benz India MD and CEO
Martin Schwenk noted.
The new C-Class only
marks the beginning of
the company's products of-
fensive for the market this
year, he added. The compa-
ny plans to launch ten
products in the market

this year. It has already
launched two products so
far. "With this launch, our
sedan portfolio compris-
ing eight products gets bol-
stered, underlining the
strong preference for luxu-
ry sedans. It is encourag-
ing to see the strong emer-
gence of luxury sedans
making their distinct
mark and we are confident
the new C-Class will build
on the success story of its
predecessors. We forecast
significant volume contri-
bution to our portfolio in
the coming years with the
addition of the all-new C-
Class," Schwenk stated.

Mercedes-Benz drives in all C-Class
sedan in India tagged at Rs 55 lakh

New Delhi, May 10: 

Sustaining positive mo-
mentum for the 14th
straight month, equity mu-
tual funds attracted a net
sum of Rs 15,890 crore in
April amid heightened
volatility in stock market
and consistent selling by
foreign portfolio investors.
This was much lower com-
pared to a record net inflow
of Rs 28,463 crore seen in
the preceding month, data
from the Association of
Mutual Funds in India
(AMFI) showed on
Tuesday. The lower quan-
tum of net inflow from the
previous month could be
attributed to investors
going slightly cautious
given the ongoing chal-
lenges to the investment
environment, Himanshu
Srivastava, Associate

Director Manager
Research, Morningstar
India, said. Akhil
Chaturvedi, Chief
Business Officer, Motilal
Oswal AMC, said that it
will be interesting to see
ongoing investment trends,
given the intensity of
volatility being very high,
and expect positive trend to
continue going forward
though. Equity schemes
have been witnessing net
inflow since March 2021,
after the second wave of
COVID-19 resulted in the
correction in the markets,

highlighting the positive
sentiment among in-
vestors.

Prior to this, such
schemes had consistently
witnessed outflows for
eight months from July
2020 to February 2021, los-
ing Rs 46,791 crore.

All the equity-oriented
categories received net in-
flows in April with sec-
toral/ thematic funds cate-
gory being the biggest ben-
eficiary with a net inflow of
Rs 3,843 crore. The segment
also saw a launch of a new
fund -- ICICI Prudential
Housing Opportunities
Fund, which mobilised Rs
3,130 core. This was fol-
lowed by large- and mid-
cap fund and that wit-
nessed over Rs 2,000 crore
net infusion.

"Despite volatility in
markets and fear around

macros both globally and
locally, it is good trend to
see continued positive
flows in equities. Though
lower than last month,
which may be due to NFO
allotment, SIP flows are
holding strong, which is
also very positive,"
Chaturvedi said.

Monthly SIP (Systematic
Investment Plan) contribu-
tion dropped to Rs 11,863
crore in April compared to
Rs 12,328 crore in March.

However, the number of
SIP accounts stood at all-
time high in April at 5.39
crore. During the month
under review, 11.29 lakh
SIP accounts were added.
Apart from equities, the
debt segment saw a net in-
flow of Rs 69,883 crore in
April after witnessing a net
outflow of Rs 1.5 lakh crore
in the preceding month.

Equity MFs see Rs 15,890 crore inflow
in April amid volatile stock market

New Delhi, May 10: 

Equity investors have be-
came poorer by over Rs
11.22 lakh crore in three
days following a sell-off in
markets amid weak global
cues. Sliding for the third
straight session, the 30-
share BSE Sensex closed
105.82 points or 0.19 per cent
lower at 54,364.85 on
Tuesday. In three days, the
benchmark has tumbled
1,337.38 points or 2.40 per
cent. Weak trend in equities
have eroded Rs 11,22,389.2
crore from the market capi-
talisation of BSE-listed
firms in three sessions. The
market capitalisation of
BSE-listed firms now
stands at Rs 2,48,42,500.17
crore. "Markets are witness-
ing volatile swings as vari-
ous factors like rising inter-
est rates, concerns over
slower economic growth

and further tightening
measure in China contin-
ued to weigh on investors,"
said Siddhartha Khemka,
Head - Retail Research,
Motilal Oswal Financial
Services Ltd. In Tuesday's
trade, Tata Steel was the
biggest drag on the Sensex
pack, falling 6.95 per cent,
followed by Sun Pharma,
NTPC, Titan, Bajaj
Finance, Reliance
Industries, Tech Mahindra
and ITC. In contrast, HUL,
Asian Paints, IndusInd

Bank, UltraTech Cement,
Maruti, Kotak Mahindra
Bank and HDFC twins
jumped up to 3.24 per cent.
In the broader market, the
BSE smallcap gauge tum-
bled 2.11 per cent and mid-
cap index dropped 1.98 per
cent. Among BSE sectoral
indices, metal plunged 5.62
per cent, followed by utili-
ties (4.57 per cent), power
(4.33 per cent), realty (2.96
per cent), basic materials
(2.67 per cent) and energy
(2.51 per cent).

New Delhi, May 10: 

Startups represent an
important part of the
economy and can shape
the future of jobs, prod-
ucts and industries, NITI
Aayog Vice Chairperson
Suman Bery said on
Tuesday. Speaking at the
launch of 'AIM-PRIME
Playbook', Bery further
said science-based start-
ups are particularly excit-
ing due to their potential
for delivering large-scale
social impact.

The AIM PRIME
(Program for Researchers
in Innovation, Market
Readiness and
Entrepreneurship) pro-
gram by NITI Aayog is
aimed at promoting early-
stage science-based, deep
technology ideas to mar-
ket through training and
guidance over a period of
12 months using a blended

learning curriculum.
Speaking at the event,
Union Minister of State
for Health and Family
Welfare Bharati Pawar
said during the pandemic,
startups rose to the occa-
sion and made very impor-
tant contributions in diag-
nostics, PPEs, ventilators
and last-mile vaccine de-
livery.

This demonstrated the
potential that Indian start-
ups hold in solving prob-
lems in the healthcare sec-
tor, Pawar added.

Startups shape future
of industries: Niti VC

Investor wealth tumbles over
Rs 11.22 lakh cr in three days

New Delhi, May 10: 

Realme, the world’s
fastest-growing smart-
phone brand, today dis-
rupted the smartphone
market yet again with its
latest launch, realme GT
NEO 3, which is the
world’s first smartphone
to be equipped with 150W
fast charging technology,
also making it the world’s
fastest charging smart-
phone. Alongside this
path-breaking smart-
phone, realme introduced
three new additions to its
already expansive AIoT
portfolio - realme Pad
Mini, realme Buds Q2s
and realme Smart TV X
Full HD.

Commenting on the
launch, Mr Madhav
Sheth, CEO, Realme India,
VP, Realme and President,
realme International

Business Group said,
“Realme has always taken
pleasure in bringing the
latest technology to its
users. We have enjoyed
being a brand that intro-
duces innovations in the
tech industry, and we are
ecstatic to be bringing the
150W fast charging tech-
nology with the realme
GT NEO 3. Our GT NEO
series, which is our speed
flagship, is part of our
larger GT series through
which we are expanding
our premium smartphone
portfolio. Thai year, we

are working towards cre-
ating our mark in the pre-
mium smartphone mar-
ket and have so far re-
ceived quite a satisfying
response from our users.
We will soon be complet-
ing four years, and I feel
proud of how far we have
come. Our aim, since the
beginning, has been to
bring the best of technolo-
gy and design to our
users, and we will contin-
ue to do so in the upcom-
ing years.” “Today, we are
not just a smartphone
brand, but a tech-lifestyle
brand. In the last two
years, we have introduced
multiple products in
order to build a TechLife
Ecosystem, and are ex-
panding it further quite
swiftly. Along with realme
GT NEO 3, we are bring-
ing three new products in
our AIoT portfolio.

Realme introduces the world’s
fastest charging smartphone

New Delhi, May 10: 

Terming LIC IPO as an
example of Atmanirbhar
Bharat in the context of
Indian stock markets,
DIPAM Secretary Tuhin
Kanta Pandey on Monday
said this issue has been
predominantly lifted by
domestic investors.

The initial public offer-
ing of the country's largest
insurer LIC closed on
Monday, getting over-sub-
scribed nearly 3 times.
While the institutional in-
vestors' portion was sub-
scribed 2.83 times, the re-
tail investors' portion was
subscribed 1.99 times. The
portion reserved for poli-
cyholders and employees
was subscribed 6.12 and
4.40 times, respectively,
while the corporate por-
tion was subscribed 2.91
times.

Briefing reporters, the
secretary in the
Department of Investment
and Public Asset
Management (DIPAM)
said this issue has been
predominately lifted by do-
mestic institutions. "You
can project this issue as an
example of Atmanirbhar
Bharat...this big issue has
seen interest from people
across different segments
It shows that the capacity
of the Indian capital mar-
ket has increased substan-
tially and it also shows
that we can run our own
capital market without de-
pending on foreign in-
vestors," he said. To a
question about foreign in-
vestors not coming in
large numbers, Pandey
said: "Like all other in-
vestors, foreign institu-
tional investors also take
their own call Foreign in-

vestors are also welcome
and some of them did par-
ticipate in the issue".

The government sold a
3.5 per cent stake in LIC
through the IPO at a price
band of Rs 902-949 a share.
The government expects
to garner around Rs 20,000
crore from the share sale.
Bidders in LIC IPO will be
allocated shares on May
12, and the insurance be-
hemoth shares will be list-
ed on stock exchanges on
May 17.

When asked if LIC
would continue to be dic-
tated by the government
post-listing, Financial
Services Secretary Sanjay
Malhotra said it has been a
board-driven company and
going forward, it would be
professionally managed.
Decisions would be taken
in the interest of policy-
holders who are supreme.

LIC IPO lifted by domestic investors, example
of Atmanirbhar Bharat: DIPAM Secy

New Delhi, May 10:  

HDFC Bank, Canara Bank,
Bank of Maharashtra and
Karur Vysya Bank on Monday
said they have revised their
lending rates based on mar-
ginal cost of funds and repo
rate. The country's largest
private sector lender HDFC
Bank has raised the marginal
cost of funds based lending
rates (MCLR) by 0.25 per
cent across tenors to up to
7.70 per cent with effect
from May 7, 2022. The
benchmark one-year MCLR --
to which most of the con-
sumer loans are tied to -- will
cost customers 7.50 per cent,
HDFC Bank said on its web-
site. The two-year and three-
year MCLRs will be priced at
7.60 per cent and 7.70 per
cent, respectively, for HDFC
Bank customers. 

HDFC Bank,
Canara, BoM,

Karur Vysya raise
lending rates

Sai Pallavi
announces her

next film ‘Gargi’

O
n her 30th birthday, actress Sai Pallavi took to social
media to announce an exciting update that she
teased a few days ago. The 'Fidaa' actress has

released the first trailer for her upcoming film ti-
tled 'Gargi'. The behind-the-scenes video for the
film, directed by Gautham Ramachandran of
'Richie' fame, gives a glimpse into the upcom-
ing project. Sai Pallavi looks stunning in the
video and also dubs in Kannada for this mul-
tilingual film. Sharing the same, Sai
Pallavi wrote, "I waited months to talk
about this film, And finally!!! my birthday

is when the stubborn team decided to give
in and release this Presenting to you,

GARGI, @prgautham83 's brain child! (sic)".
'Gargi' is produced by Ravichandran

Ramachandran, Aishwarya Lekshmi,
Thomas George, and Gautham
Ramachandran. Govind Vasantha of '96' fame
is the film's music director. The film will be
available in Telugu, Tamil, and Kannada.

Always keep laughing, smiling

I
t is often said that Laughter
is the best medicine as it has
a healing effect and works as

a stress relief. So, Humesha
Haste Rahiye, Muskurate
Rahiye! &TV brings viewers
unlimited fun and laughter
through their time-band of
light-hearted and hilari-
ous shows starting 9:30
pm to 11:00 pm. Starting
with ‘Aur Bhai Kya Chal
Raha Hai?’ at 9:30 pm,
‘Happu Ki Ultan Paltan’
at 10:00 pm and Bhabiji
Ghar Par Hai at 10:30
pm. On this World
Laughter Day, &TV’s
artists from these shows
talk about how they feel
blessed to have an oppor-

tunity to make people
laugh and bring families to-

gether. These include
Farhana Fatema aka Shanti

Mishra from Aur Bhai Kya
Chal Raha Hai?, Yogesh

Tripathi aka Daroga Happu

Singh from Happu Ki Ultan Paltan and Aasif
Sheikh aka Vibhuti Narayan Mishra from Bhabiji
Ghar Par Hai.

Farhana Fatema aka Shanti Mishra from &TV’s
Aur Bhai Kya Chal Raha Hai? shares, "It is often
said that making people laugh is no joke! It is true
as laughter is a serious business and requires a lot
of hard work. It is not about a funny face or ex-
pression, dialogue, or pun only but rather about
conviction and timing. In these challenging times,
I truly feel blessed to have an opportunity to make
a small difference in people’s lives by giving them
a moment of happiness through the medium of
our show, Aur Bhai Kya Chal Raha Hai? It gives us,
as actors, tremendous satisfaction and joy to see
our audience smiling through various scenes and
dialogues. It works as a stress buster for them as
well as for us too. It is believed that the best thera-
py for a happy and healthy life is to laugh. So,
laugh every day and make everyone around you
laugh! Happy World Laughter Day to everyone,
and continue watching our show for your daily
dose of fun, frolic and laughter.” So don’t forget to
tune in to &TV for non-stop hilarity and entertain-
ment, Sadhe Nau Se Gyaara with ‘Aur Bhai Kya

Chal Raha Hai?’ at 9:30 pm, ‘Happu Ki
Ultan Paltan’ at 10:00 pm and ‘Bhabiji

Ghar Par Hai’ at 10:30 pm!

Divya Dutta:
Initially I was 
hesitant to play 
a 60-year-old
mother 
on-screen 

A
s her latest released
Punjabi film 'Maa' is
winning many hearts,

the protagonist Divya Dutta
says even though initially
she refused to do the film,
eventually she realised it
would have been a big mistake
to let go of a unique female-cen-
tric Punjabi film which is a rare
opportunity.

The story of the film re-
volves around Manjit Kaur
and her journey from a young
bride to a mother of two sons
and a series of incidents, ups
and downs in her life she
deals with till the age of 65.

Divya shared why more
than portraying a certain age
bracket on-screen, the perspec-
tive of the narrative was impor-
tant for her. "Honestly speaking,
initially, I refused to play a moth-
er, that too aged 65 with wrinkled
skin and grey hair; but then Gippy
(Grewal, producer and actor of the
film) came in. He wanted me to hear
the whole script before taking the deci-
sion. With 15 minutes of narration, I
made up my mind to do the film.

"It was a complete story of the trans-
formation of a young bride into an older
lady and how the duty and love of a moth-
er changed everything in her. It is her
story. In a Punjabi film, a story entirely
based on a woman's journey does not hap-
pen often. Manjit Kaur (her character) is
the face of the film."

She went on adding, "That way we can say,
this is the first time, in Punjabi cinema, a full-
fledged woman-centric film is made and 'Maa'
sets the milestone."

However, the actress shares how challenging
it was for her to play the older version of the
character because she believes that the experi-
ence of life that comes with time, is
tougher to portray on-screen.

B
ollyw-
ood actress
K a n g a n a

Ranaut has shared her
experience of hosting the
just-concluded reality show
'Lock Upp'. After streaming for
72 days, the show recently
wrapped up as Munawar Faruqui

won the trophy for the first sea-
son.

Kangana said: "'Lock Upp'
has been an absolute game-

changer in the OTT reality
space. I am glad that I chose

such a strong and impactful
project to make my OTT

debut with. "
"The country loved a

bold yet original con-
cept like 'Lock Upp' and
I had an incredible time

playing the host in this
badass jail at the same time

hosting came with great re-
sponsibility as I had to also

choose the worthy badass winner."
She congratulated the winner

Munawar Faruqui and added: "Many
congratulations to Munawar for
winning the 'Lock Upp' trophy of
Season 1. Today when I am in a
position of power I want to es-
tablish the highest standards
of righteousness. He de-
serves the trophy of the

first successful sea-
son of 'Lock
Upp'."

ACROSS

1. Young lady

5. Couples

9. Civic gp.

14. Face shape

15. Make ____ meet

16. Look happy

17. Dress for Caesar

18. Aspect

19. Fire alarm

20. Mass ____ (subways, e.g.)

22. Loathe

23. Pearl producer

24. Reluctant

26. Abandons

28. Young seal

31. Eve's fruit

35. Ocean current

36. Gambling game

37. "A ____ Home Companion"

39. Goes up

41. Roof edge

42. Surrealism's Salvador ____

44. Pester

45. Seeded bread

46. Educational meeting

48. Necklace part

49. African expedition

54. Attraction

57. Modified

58. Sheep's cry

59. Actor's desire

61. Fragrant flower

62. Rent

63. Muffle

64. On a cruise

65. Comforted

66. Cease

67. Leases

DOWN

1. Slogan

2. Tusk material

3. Legendary stories

4. Bias

5. Crave

6. Platoon

7. Bizarre

8. Wind direction (abbr.)

9. Resources

10. Will ____ of "Men in Black"

11. Male parent

12. Bullring shouts

13. Copper coin

21. Hebrew feast

22. Sees socially

24. Flower wreath

25. Decree

27. Cooks with vapor

28. Actor Sean ____
29. Unfasten
30. Flower
31. Copier
32. Say grace
33. Apply asphalt
34. Fabrication
36. Barbie's guy
38. Flawless
40. Gem weight
43. Pitcher spout
46. Scheduled
47. Slumbering
48. Desist
50. Untamed
51. Got out of bed
52. Adjust again
53. Notions
54. Skilled
55. Earnest request
56. Pod dwellers
57. Female singer
59. Motel units (abbr.)
60. Not home
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You don't suffer fools gladly, and
superficial fools even less so. You have
a mind to teach those around you a les-
son. You're uncompromising today,
and you can't understand why others
don't have your same high standards.
But are you truly as honest as you
expect others to be? 

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

Here is a day of challenges, Pisces. You're a
pro at questioning yourself, as you'll prove
today when you take a hard look at your
accomplishments. What have you created of
a personal nature in the last ten years? Have
you followed someone else's example
because you doubted yourself? Have you
been eternally “almost” ready? 

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

If you give the impression that you're in a
reserved and introspective mood (even if
you aren't), you'll succeed in avoiding
confrontation. Today there is no such
thing as a simple exchange with some-
one, Aries. But even in this atmosphere, it
is still a great day to evaluate your funda-
mental objectives a little more closely.

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

A challenging day is in store for you,
Taurus. If you're part of a group or team
or simply among friends, you may feel
somewhat ill at ease. Could it be that you
instill jealousy in others? There's only
one way to find out. Clear the air by say-
ing what needs to be said. State it clear-
ly and directly and you'll eliminate any
bad feelings among your group.

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

Sometimes dreams seem like just that -
dreams. Travel, a project, or a new
home could be a few of the things
you've been trying to accomplish for
some time now. Making any one of
these dreams come true possibly means
jeopardizing relationships. Your dreams
could seem particularly unattainable
today. 

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

You'll go one of two ways today, Cancer.
Either you'll turn inward and meditate in
a corner or you'll find a good friend and
confide your dissatisfaction. Don't hesi-
tate to let your guard down and express
yourself even more honestly than is typ-
ical for you. Have no worries that your
problems will bore your friend. True
friends are happy to help. 

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

Today is going to be an excellent day
for meeting interesting people, Leo.
And there will be nothing superficial
about these encounters. On the con-
trary, the people you are going to meet
will touch you profoundly and move
you deeply on an emotional level. But
don't let yourself be seduced by ideas
alone! Practicality matters, too!

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

You can expect today to be kind of
intense, Virgo. Even if you've made a
conscious decision not to let anything
get you down, you may still harbor
some negative emotions from the last
few days. Take advantage of this time
to relieve stress. Talk to someone
close or go out and whack a tennis
ball. 

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

The little fighter that you are makes it
very difficult for you to join us in the
great communal river that we're all try-
ing to navigate, Libra. You prefer to
travel solo, going down your private
stream as you see fit. However, these
are opportune days to try joining up
with others. 

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

Be disciplined about all areas of your body,
Scorpio. Take extra care to eat healthful,
balanced meals. Make sure you get enough
sleep. And even though you gripe about
having no time, get out there and exercise.
Don't wait for an emergency before you
take action. You and you alone control how
you feel. Your health is essential to your
well-being, not to mention your life!

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

If you've been feeling deep anger, today
isn't the day to let it out but rather the day
to consider its source. Any large gatherings
of family or friends should be avoided at all
costs. No, this doesn't mean you get to take
the day off! Just be extra careful about your
temper. A little isolation will go a long way
toward easing your tension, and may give
you some important insights.

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

Today you could feel a little more vulnerable
than usual, Capricorn. Perhaps you feel
hemmed in by decisions you can't put off any
longer. Or you could be a little overworked
and overwhelmed by all your activities. If
only your children could be a little more inde-
pendent! The day ahead will help you make
some decisive progress. 

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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Kangana Ranaut 
on ‘Lock Upp’: 

I want to establish 
highest standards 
of righteousness

Rajshree and
Cezanne undergo
cooking workshop

The first glimpse of Sony
Entertainment Television’s upcom-

ing drama ‘Appnapan…Badalte Rishton
ka Bandhan’ has already created a wave
of excitement amongst the viewers for
its heartwarming narrative. Shedding
light on the dilemma and complexities
in relationships, ‘Appnapan… Badalate
rishton ka bandhan’ will revolve
around the story of an estranged couple
– Pallavi and Nikhil who are also single
parents. And, with Rajshree Thakur
and Cezanne Khan portraying the lead
characters of Pallavi and Nikhil, the
viewers can’t wait to watch their chem-
istry come alive on screen. Well, the
viewers are in for a fun surprise as the
duo will be seen donning the chef ’s hat.
Brushing up their culinary skills to
bring in more authenticity to their char-
acters, both Rajshree Thakur and
Cezanne Khan did a fun cooking work-
shop along with a renowned cooking ex-
pert, Chef Naved. As a part of the work-
shop, not only did they master some
new techniques but both of them also
didn’t leave any chance to show off
their cooking skills. With this fun cook-
ing prep workshop from chopping,
kneading and folding etc., our actors are
all set to stir up some ‘masaledar’ enter-
tainment on-screen.
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Navi Mumbai, May 10 (PTI):

Delhi Capitals will aim
to quickly recover from
their loss in the previous
match to stay in the IPL
play-offs race while
Rajasthan Royals will be
eager to hold on to their
winning momentum when
the two teams clash here
on Wednesday.

The Capitals have lost
six of their 11 games and
although they are fifth on
the points table, they are
bunched alongside
Sunrisers Hyderabad and
Punjab Kings, who also
have 10 points from as
many games.

Delhi has the advantage
of a positive Net Run Rate
(+0.150) but the Capitals
need to win all their re-
maining three matches for
a shot at the playoffs.

Rajasthan, on the other
hand, are sitting on the
third spot with 14 points
and need just two wins to
be certain of qualification.
They have a healthy 0.326
NRR, which could come in
handy even if they lose
their remaining games.
DC have been one of the
most inconsistent teams
in the league this season
as they have struggled to
keep the winning momen-
tum going. After a moral-
boosting win against
Sunrisers, they were hand-

ed a 91-run thrashing by
CSK.

Their bowlers looked
clueless against Devon
Conway, who was hitting
boundaries and sixes at
will as CSK set a 200 plus
target.

Delhi's bowling depart-
ment hasn't inspired confi-
dence. While Kuldeep
Yadav is having a good sea-
son, the left-arm spinner
has gone for runs aplenty
in the previous two games.

The return of pace

spearhead Anrich Nortje
has also not made much of
a difference as the South
African hasn't been able to
replicate his fiery per-
formance from the previ-
ous seasons. Khaleel
Ahmed has been economi-
cal while Axar Patel has
bowled well. This biggest
downer for Delhi has been
Rishabh Pant's form. He
has shown glimpses of his
destructive power but the
team would want more
from its skipper who can
single-handedly turn
around any game.

The Royals have ar-
guably the best bowling
side in the competition.
With 22 wickets at 14.50,
Yuzvendra Chahal leads
the bowling charts this
season and alongside R
Ashwin, Trent Boult and
Prasidh Krishna, the
Rajasthan attack has the
ability to defend any total.

One of the positives for
the Royals is that have
been able to break the
overdependence on
Orange Cap holder Jos
Buttler, who has had a
quite couple of outings.

Given a chance to play
after over a month, young
Yashasvi Jaiswal shone
with a fine half-century
against Punjab Kings, pro-
viding the otherwise fal-
tering batting department
a boost.

DC aim to bounce back
against Rajasthan Royals

Bangkok, May 10 (PTI):

Indian women's bad-
minton team sailed into the
knockout stage of the Uber
Cup Final after humbling
USA 4-1 in a lopsided Group
D match here on Tuesday.

India, who had defeated
Canada 4-1 in their opening
tie, notched up a second
successive win to cement
their position in the top two
spot in their group to quali-
fy for the quarterfinals.

PV Sindhu once again
lead the proceedings with a
21-10 21-11 win over Jennie
Gai, doubles pair of
Tanisha Crasto and Treesa
Jolly then beat Francesca
Corbett and Allison Lee 21-
19 21-10 before Aakashi
Kashyap notched up a 21-18

21-11 victory over Esther
Shi as India took an unas-
sailable 3-0 lead.

Young doubles pair of
Simran Singhi and Ritika
Thaker then went down
fighting to Lauren Lam and
Kodi Tang Lee 12-21 21-17 13-
21 to salvage some pride for
USA.

In the final match,
Ashmita Chaliha prevailed
21-18 21-13 over Natalie Chi
to wrap up the match.

Indian women's team,
which has won two bronze
medals in the past, will next
face Korea on Wednesday in
their last group match.

The Indian men's team
also qualified for the knock-
out stage after ensuring
their place in the top two in
their group.

Uber Cup Final

India seal quarterfinal berth
with 4-1 win over USA

Navi Mumbai, May 10 (PTI):

Mumbai Indians pace
spearhead Jasprit Bumrah,
who picked his maiden fifer
in the IPL, said he is happy
with his rhythm in the on-
going season and the "noise
outside" doesn't affect him
personally.

Despite the five-wicket
haul, Bumrah has been able
to take only 10 wickets in
this IPL season from 11
matches. "Look we prepare

for the tournament and we
have our process, we don't
look at the end result,"
Bumrah said at the post-
match press conference
after MI lost to KKR by 52
runs. "If you understand
the game, you have to really
observe what's going on,
what is the game like, what

situation you are
bowling like, and
for me personally I

was very happy with
the rhythm going on
throughout the tourna-
ment."

Bumrah bowled excep-
tionally well to restrict

KKR to 165 for 9, but the MI
batters faltered yet again,
as the team suffered its
ninth loss in eleven games.

"I know there is a lot of
noise outside that goes on
but it doesn't really affect
me. Because I am not a per-
son who judges my per-
formance on what others
think or what the experts
are saying or whatever peo-
ple want to say," he said.

Bumrah hasn't been able
to pick wickets consistently
this season but the pacer
said the way he contributes
to the team is more impor-
tant for him.

"I look at my personal
evaluation is very impor-
tant, I look at the processes
that I have to follow and I
look at the end result on
how I can contribute to the
team, by sometimes bowl-
ing a good over and howev-
er I can help the team.

There is lot of noise 
outside, but that doesn’t

affect me: Bumrah

New Delhi, May 10 (PTI):

Tokyo Olympics bronze
medallist Lovlina
Borgohain upstaged former
champion Chen Nien-Chin
in the light middleweight
division on Monday to
enter the round of 16 at the
IBA Women's World Boxing
Championships in Istanbul.

Returning to competitive
boxing for the first time
since her podium finish at
the Tokyo Games last year,
Lovlina (70kg) won by a 3-2
split decision against the
Chinese Taipei boxer, who
had defeated her in the
semifinals of the 2018 edi-
tion.

This is Lovlina's second
win over Chen. The Indian
had gotten the better of her
in the Tokyo Olympics
quarterfinal enroute to her
bronze medal winning tri-
umph. The 24-year-old
Assam boxer, who has two

bronze medals from the
2018 and 2019 editions of the
tournament, will now take
on three-time national
champion from England,
Cindy Ngamba, in round of
16. The two boxers started
off the proceedings cau-
tiously maintaining dis-

tance from each other.
Lovlina soon began attack-
ing with the use of her long
arms but Chen defended
well.

Both boxers landed a few
punches in the second
round. Chen, who won gold
and bronze medals in 2018

and 2016 respectively at the
World Championships,
tried attacking in the third
round but the swift-moving
Indian managed to block
with a good defence tech-
nique and tilted the result
of the nail-biting match in
her favour.

Nadal likens his body
to ‘an old machine’ 

at Italian Open
Rome, May 10 (AP):

At 35 and after nearly
two decades at or near the
top of tennis, Rafael
Nadal likens his body to
an old machine.

A machine that was idle
for more than a month re-
cently when the 21-time
Grand Slam champion
was recovering from a rib
stress fracture. After he
was injured during a
semifinal win over Carlos
Alcaraz at Indian Wells in
March, Nadal returned to
action at the Madrid Open
last week, when he was
beaten by the 19-year-old
Spaniard in the quarterfi-
nals.

Nadal won his opening
20 matches of the year,
which included the
Australian Open title, but
he said at the Italian Open
on Monday that his
stretch of good form
means nothing now.

My body is like an old
machine. To put this ma-
chine on again it takes
some time, Nadal said.

It's not the same when
you (are) 19 than when
you have almost 36, with
all the issues that I went
through in my tennis ca-
reer.

You need to build again
the confidence on your
body, on your movements,
then you going to start
feeling again comfortable
with your tennis. It's more
about being confident
with my movements, re-
cover the speed, recover
the way that I have to play
on clay.

Nadal, who turns 36 on
June 3, is playing his final
warmup in Rome this
week before attempting to
add to his record total of
13 French Open titles.

The tournament at
Roland Garros starts in
less than two weeks.

Women’s World Boxing C’ships

Winning start for Lovlina,
beats Chen by split decision

Rome, May 10 (AP):

Denis Shapovalov over-
came a point penalty and a
hostile crowd to beat local
hope Lorenzo Sonego 7-6
(5), 3-6, 6-3 in the first
round of the Italian Open.

Late in the second set,
Shapovalov was given a
code violation for un-
sportsmanlike conduct
after hopping over the net
to show the chair umpire a
mark on his opponent's
side of the red clay court
which is not permitted.

The umpire determined
that Shapovalov's serve
was out, resulting in a dou-
ble fault and a break point
for Sonego. Then with the
code violation, Shapovalov
lost the game to trail 5-3.

A lot of things happened
in the heat of the moment.
I need to be better with my
behavior, Shapovalov said.

It was my mistake. I'll
know the rule for next
time. I definitely won't step
over the net.

Even after stepping over

the net, Shapovalov wasn't
done arguing. The 13th-
seeded Canadian then
called the chair umpire
onto his side of the court
and singled out a fan who
was heckling him. I'm not

going to kick him out be-
cause I didn't see what he
was doing, the umpire
said. I saw you talking to
him and you incited it a lit-
tle bit. I understand you're
frustrated. After the

match, Shapovalov apolo-
gized to the umpire.

Shapovalov reached the
semifinals in Rome two
years ago, while Sonego
made the last four last
year.

Melbourne, May 10 (PTI):

India will gear up for the ICC
T20 World Cup with a home
series against Australia featur-
ing three T20 internationals in
September later this year.
According to a report in foxs-
ports.com.au, "Australia will
play a number of white ball
series with home games
against Zimbabwe, New
Zealand, West Indies and
England coming either side of
three T20s in India in
September." The series will
serve as a preparation for the
showpiece event to be held in
Australia in October and
November this year. Next year,
Australia is also set to tour
India for a four-Test tour in
February and March. India's
next assignment is a five-
match T20 series against South
Africa at home from June 9 to
19, followed by a tour of
Ireland for two T20Is.
The Rohit Sharma-led side then
takes on England in the
rescheduled fifth and final Test,
which was postponed last year
due to a COVID-19 outbreak in
the Indian camp, on July 1.

Kolkata, May 10 (PTI):

Talismanic captain
Sunil Chhetri will return
to the national team dur-
ing next month's Asian
Cup qualifiers and head
coach Igor Stimac is confi-
dent that the country will
win the tournament and
book a ticket for the conti-
nental showpiece in China
next year.

The 37-year-old Chhetri
will return to action after
six months, having last
played for India during
their 3-0 win over Nepal in
the SAFF Championships
final in October.

Stimac said Chhetri is
back to his full fitness and
will be the "main force and
strength" of the team.

"Sunil is still here, he's
still in great shape,"
Stimac said when asked
how long Chhetri can pro-
long his career.

"We didn't involve him
in Bahrain and Belarus
games because he needed
time to recover from some
minor problems he was
facing throughout the last

couple of years.
"That time has served

very well to Sunil. He has
recovered very well. He's
showing that on the train-
ing pitch every day and
still at this point he will be
the main force and
strength of the Indian na-
tional team up front."

Chhetri had suffered
minor niggles and missed
out of the friendlies
against Belarus and
Bahrain in March.

Stimac also said young

forward Rahim Ali, who
will be out of action for at
least six weeks due to an
injury, will be a big loss.

"I feel very sorry that
Rahim Ali who in the re-
cent past created a great
partnership with Sunil.
He was someone who was
making Sunil's life much
easier up front and doing a
great job to be honest,
bringing players to his
back and leaving Sunil
open and free there on the
other side," he said.

Chhetri has recovered well, will
be team’s main force: Stimac

India to play 3 T20s 
at home against

Australia in
September

Shapovalov overcomes code
violation for win at Italian Open
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Devotees of Shree Bawaji Maharaj take part in a Palki Yatra, in Surat, Tuesday.

PALKI YATRA

Rajya Sabha Chairman M. Venkaiah Naidu, Rajya Sabha Deputy Chairman Harivansh Narayan Singh and Rajya
Sabha Secretary General P.C. Mody pose for a group photograph with the family members of Rajya Sabha
Secretariat employees who participated in the cultural event organised on the Rajya Sabha Day, at GMC Balayogi
Auditorium, Parliament, in New Delhi, Tuesday.

RAJYA SABHA DAY
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Bengaluru, May 10 (PTI): 

In the wake of Azaan
versus Hanuman Chalisa
row in Karnataka, the
state government has is-
sued a set of directions on
the use of loudspeakers
and to remove them if
they were not authorised
by the ‘designated authori-
ty.’

The note issued by the
state Chief Secretary P
Ravi Kumar to the
Additional Chief
Secretary Jawaid Akhtar,
said Forest, Ecology and
Environment Department
also defined the ‘designat-
ed authority.’

The development comes
following a row from
Monday morning on this
issue with some Hindu

groups, mainly Sriram
Sena, Bajrang Dal and
Hindu Janajagruthi
Samithi organising
Bhajan-Keertan from pre-
dawn to counter azaan
from mosques.

As the row aggravated,
Chief Minister Basavaraj
Bommai held a meeting on
Monday, following which
the Chief Secretary issued
a note to Akhtar.

Citing the Supreme
Court ruling dated July 18,
2005 and October 28, 2005
regarding the implemen-
tation of the Noise
Pollution (Regulation and
Control) Rules, 2000, the
Chief Secretary said loud-
speaker or the Public
Address System should
not be used except after ob-
taining permission from

the designated authority.
Rule 5 (2) of the NPRC

Rules bars the use of loud
speaker or public address
system or any sound pro-
ducing instrument at
night time except in closed
premises, subject to other
condition, the note said.

“All users of loudspeak-
ers or public address sys-
tem shall obtain written
permission from the desig-
nated authority within 15
days. Those who don’t ob-
tain, should voluntarily re-
move or should be re-
moved by the designated
authority,” Kumar said in
his note.

He also directed that a
committee should be
formed at different levels
to decide the application of
loudspeaker or public ad-

dress system.
In police commissioner-

ate areas, the committee
will comprise assistant
commissioner of police,
jurisdictional executive
engineer of the city corpo-
ration and a representa-
tive of the state pollution
control board.

In other areas, deputy
superintendents of police,
the jurisdictional
Tehsildar and a represen-
tative of the state pollu-
tion control board.

“This is applicable to all
premises which are using
loudspeakers and public
address system. Necessary
government orders or di-
rections shall be issued to
all concerned to imple-
ment this with immediate
effect,” the note read.

Azaan vs Hanuman Chalisa row

K’taka govt issues 
directions on loudspeakers

Bhubaneswar, May 10 (PTI): 

Severe cyclone Asani
neared the east coast,
packing gale-force winds
up to 105 kmph, amid indi-
cation of gradual weaken-
ing on Tuesday, the India
M e t e o r o l o g i c a l
Department (IMD) said.

The cyclone, which was
moving at 5 kmph in the
morning, gained speed to
25 kmph later in the day, as
it lays centered around 210
km south-southeast of
Kakinada in Andhra
Pradesh and 530 km south-
southwest of Gopalpur in
Odisha, according to the
latest bulletin issued at
4.30 PM. The system is ex-
pected to recurve on
Tuesday evening and
move parallel to the coast
in the north-northeast di-
rection. IMD Director
General Mrutunjay

Mohapatra said that cy-
clone Asani has already
achieved maximum stage
of intensification and is
gradually getting weak-
ened. “After nearing the
Andhra Pradesh coast in
the evening, the system
will change its course and

move off and along the
Odisha coast,” he said.

Mohapatra said that the
severe cyclonic storm will
weaken into a cyclonic
storm on Wednesday and
turn into a deep depres-
sion on Thursday.
Bhubaneswar Regional

Meteorological Centre
Director H R Biswas said
that the severe cyclonic
storm has already started
losing steam.

Light to moderate rain-
fall took place in Puri and
Khurda, while very heavy
downpour is likely to

occur in some places in
north coastal Andhra
Pradesh and coastal
Odisha from Tuesday
night.

He said the gale-force
wind speed will decline to
80-90 kmph by Tuesday
night and to 60-70 kmph by
Wednesday evening.

The MeT Department
has warned fishermen
against venturing into
deep sea till Thursday, as
Odisha braced for heavy
rain in the coastal areas.
Rainfall was recorded in
Ganjam, Puri and Khurda
on Tuesday morning.

Special Relief
Commissioner (SRC) P K
Jena said local authorities
have been put on alert to
face heavy rain and water-
logging and asked to un-
dertake evacuation of peo-
ple from 15 blocks in four
coastal districts.

‘Cyclone Asani nears east coast, starts losing steam’

Members of the Coast Guard Disaster Relief Teams (DRTs) prepare an inflatable boat and
floatation devices as part of precautionary measures against Cyclone Asani.

RRaanncchhii,,  MMaayy  1100  ((PPTTII))::  

Jharkhand Chief Minister
Hemant Soren Tuesday said he
has sought a four-week exten-
sion of time from the Election
Commission to reply to its
notice over charges that he
issued a mining lease in the
state in his favour. The EC had
issued the notice to Soren on
May 2 asking him to reply to it
by May 10.

“I have sought at least four
weeks’ extension of time from
the EC for submission of my
detailed reply to its notice,” he
told PTI. “I have also requested
EC that I would like to be given
the opportunity of personal
hearing by the Commission
through my legal counsel
before it formulates its opinion
in the matter for tendering it to
the Governor of Jharkhand
under Article 192(2) of the
Constitution of India,” Soren
said. The poll panel has

received a representation from
Jharkhand Governor Ramesh
Bais on the issue of misuse of
office by the chief minister and
will send its opinion to him.

If the charges are proved, he
may stand to be disqualified as
a member of the state assem-
bly. “I deny and dispute all alle-
gations of BJP about my
alleged disqualification for
being a member of the
Jharkhand Legislative
Assembly on the ground of a
mining lease, obtained by me
in May 2021, under Section 9A
of the Representation of

People Act, 1951 or any other
ground whatsoever and deny
all allegations by BJP that I had
misused my office to obtain
mining lease,” Soren said in
the letter to EC. Section 9A of
the Representation of the
People Act deals with disquali-
fication of a lawmaker for gov-
ernment contract.

In the letter to the EC, Soren
said he has not been able to
engage suitable legal counsel
as he was compelled to be in
Hyderabad, except for a short
absence when he attended the
Conference of Chief Ministers
and Chief Justices of India with
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
in New Delhi on April 30, as his
67-year-old mother is critically
ill for about eight months and
had to be airlifted on April 28,
2022 from Ranchi to Hyderabad
for better medical treatment.
“She is presently under treat-
ment in the ICU of AIG Hospital
at Hyderabad. 

Soren seeks 4-week extension from EC 
To reply to notice over mine lease

Tanagar, May 10 (PTI):

Arunachal Pradesh
Chief Minister Pema
Khandu Tuesday empha-
sized the concept of pan-
Arunachal’ as the only
mantra for the overall de-
velopment of the state and
welfare of its people.

He said dreaming and
working together taking
into consideration every
tribe and part of the state
is the only way forward.

Speaking at the valedic-
tory function of the first
ever Arunachal Yuva
Samanvay’, organized by
the state Youth Affairs de-
partment at Jairampur in
Changlang district,
Khandu said the current
trend of thinking for self
and tribe first should be re-
versed, an official commu-

niqu said here. The trend
of keeping the interest of
self first, then the tribe
you belong to and the state
last must be reversed. We
should keep the interest of
the state first, tribe next
and self last. Only then we
would grow as a state, he
said. Khandu explained
that as the state has so

many tribes, who are cul-
turally miles apart, plan-
ning should be based on
the pan-Arunachal con-
cept so that each tribe gets
equal share of develop-
ment. The concept of pan-
Arunachal should begin
from every individual, es-
pecially the youths, he
said. Hailing the success of
the Arunachal Yuva
Samanvay that began on
May 6 and attended by
youths from all the 26
tribes of the state, Khandu
announced to make the
event an annual calendar
event of the state govern-
ment. He requested Youth
Affairs Minister Mama
Natung, present at the
function, to submit a pro-
posal in this regard imme-
diately for the state cabinet
to consider.

‘Pan Arunachal only mantra
for overall development’

Pema Khandu

New Delhi, May 10 (PTI):
To make train journey
more comfortable for pas-
sengers travelling with in-
fants, the railways has fit-
ted foldable “baby berths”
on the side of lower main
berths of the Lucknow

Mail as part of a pilot proj-
ect. Based on the feedback
of passengers on the “new
product”, plans will be
drawn to expand the con-
cept to other trains, offi-
cials said. The “baby
berth”, which are hinged

to the lower main berths,
can be folded and secured
with a stopper when not in
use. It has been is aligned
the main berth.

On the Lucknow Mail,
two “baby berths” of 770
mm in length, 255 mm in
width and 76.2 mm in
height were fitted to 12 and
60 main berths of the sec-
ond cabins on both ends of
coaches on April 27.

“This has been done on
a trial basis and will be ex-
panded once we get posi-
tive feedback from passen-
gers. Once we try it out
more and record the feed-
backs, we will put the nec-
essary details on CRIS
(Centre for Railway
Information Systems)
where it can be booked on
request,” an official of the
Northern Railway said.

Rly launches ‘baby berths’ for
passengers travelling with kids

Foldable baby seats installed as a pilot project in Lucknow
Mail, Tuesday. 

Kolkata, May 10 (PTI):

Nobel Laureate mathe-
matical physicist Roger
Penrose has said that the
present universe did not
start with the Big Bang
and that there was another
universe before the pres-
ent one. Traces of the older
universe can be discovered
in present black holes and
certain electromagnetic
radiation spots in the sky,
Penrose, said in his ad-
dress at a virtual meet at
the Saha Institute of
Nuclear Physics here from
Oxford on Monday.

“There was actually an-
other universe existing be-
fore the present one and
the Big Bang merely
marked the end of that
universe. Evidence of that
previous universe can still
be observed these days,” he

said. In a similar way this
universe will be succeeded
by another after millions
of years with the mark of
the current universe left in
black holes, Penrose, who
is currently associated
with Oxford University
and is a contemporary of
Stephen Hawking, said
elucidating the theory of
the “conformal cyclic cos-
mology” which talks of
the infinite cycles sur-

rounding the universe and
Big Bang. He was awarded
the 2020 Nobel Prize in
Physics for his research on
black holes. The nonage-
narian Nobel laureate had
been Stephen Hawking’s
collaborator and discov-
ered among other areas
the cycle of time, a break-
through of perpetual evo-
lution of our universe
from one aeon to another.

Subir Sarkar, the senior
professor of Theoretical
Physics and Cosmology at
Oxford, Larry McLerran,
leading physicist of US
field Quark Gluon Plasma
(US) and Sushanta
Duttagupta, the founder
director of IISER and for-
mer Visva Bharati Vice-
chancellor were the key
participants at the three-
day meet which started on
May 9.

Big Bang did not start the
present universe: Penrose

Roger Penrose

Itanagar, May 10 (PTI): 

Birdwatchers in the
Himalayan regions of
India, Nepal and Bhutan
will come together on May
14 this year, to document
as many birds of the
mountain range.

From westernmost
Ladakh to easternmost
Arunachal Pradesh, this is
the first edition of the
Himalayan Bird Count
(HBC) which is aimed at
celebrating the incredible
bird diversity and to bring
attention to the threatened
habitats of the Himalayas.

The event is being or-
ganised by Bird Count
India, Bird Conservation
Nepal and Bhutan-based
Royal Society for
Protection of Nature, to
bring the Himalayan bird-
ing fraternity together for
a common good.

The organisations have
collectively decided to do
the event on Endemic Bird
Day to spread awareness
about Himalaya’s bird bio-
diversity, a press release
informed here on Tuesday.

The Himalaya has fasci-
nated millions by its sheer
might and beauty. The
snow-capped mountains,
the cold deserts, the lush
green forests and grass-
lands, and the white wa-
ters of the rivers are home
to several unique birds.
But these fragile ecosys-
tems and their inhabitants
are threatened by rapid
warming at a rate estimat-
ed to be three times faster
than the global average.

Himalayan Bird Count
can provide consistent,
snapshot information of
bird diversity in a region
that is increasingly threat-
ened by climate change.

Himalayan Bird Count to document
avian species of mountain range

HC refuses nod to
teenage rape victim

to abort 29-week
pregnancy

MMuummbbaaii::  The Bombay High
Court has refused to grant
permission to a 16-year-old
rape survivor to terminate
her 29-week pregnancy, but
directed the Maharashtra
government to admit the girl
to an NGO in Mumbai till her
delivery and pay her an
interim compensation of Rs
50,000. A division bench of
Justices Revati Mohite Dere
and Madhav Jamdar passed
its order on May 6, a copy of
which was made available
on Tuesday, while hearing a
petition filed by the girl
through her father, seeking
permission to terminate the
pregnancy. The court
refused permission as a
team of doctors who had
examined the girl opined
that if the pregnancy was
terminated at this stage, the
baby would be born prema-
turely and would hence, suf-
fer from lifelong morbidities.


