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Suicide
JJaammmmuu:: An Army person-
nel allegedly ended his
life by shooting himself
with his service rifle
inside a camp here on
Saturday, officials said.
The soldier, a resident of
Ghaziabad in Uttar
Pradesh, was on sentry
duty at Jourian camp on
the outskirts of Jammu
when he shot himself in
the head, they said.

Watery grave
SShhiimmllaa:: A woman from
Manipur and a man from
Delhi were washed away
in the Parvati river while
taking selfie on its bank
in Himachal Pradesh's
Kullu district on Saturday,
a police officer said. Kullu
Superintendent of Police
Gurdev Sharma said the
duo worked at a private
company in Gurugram.
They were identified as
Nainam Hangsing (25)
and Sourav Chauhan (22).

Fire
MMuummbbaaii:: A fire broke out
at an office of the Life
Insurance Corporation
(LIC) in suburban
Santacruz (West) on
Saturday morning but
nobody was injured in the
incident, the public sec-
tor company said. The
fire was brought under
control after six hours
and cooling operations
were underway, said an
official of the
Brihanmumbai Municipal
Corporation (BMC).

CEO
JJaammmmuu:: IAS officer
Anshul Garg on Saturday
took charge as the Chief
Executive Officer (CEO)
of Shri Mata Vaishno Devi
Shrine Board (SMVDSB)
in Reasi district of Jammu
and Kashmir. Garg, who
had served the board as
Additional CEO during
2017-18, termed the pro-
motion a lifetime oppor-
tunity and a blessing.
Garg replaced Ramesh
Kumar who has been
posted as divisional com-
missioner, Jammu.

Bail
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: The Delhi
High Court has granted
bail to a 30-year-old man
accused of sharing on
social media certain
objectionable pictures of
a woman he was in a live-
in relationship with.
Justice Talwant Singh
noted that two months
had passed since the sur-
render of the accused -- a
first time offender -- and
charge sheet also filed,
adding the instant case
would take a long time to
reach its final conclusion
in view of the pendency
before the trial courts.
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BRIEF

A woman covers herself
with a piece of cloth on a

hot summer day, in
Mumbai, Saturday.
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Pratappur, May 07:  

Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel on Saturday said
Naxalites should express
their faith in the
Constitution of India, and
then we are ready to talk
with them on any platform.
He was responding the
questions of media persons
at a press conference held
in Pratappur on Saturday.
He said that the schemes of
the state government being
run in the Naxal-affected
areas are winning the
hearts of the tribal popula-
tion. Now they are demand-
ing to build roads and open
camps. With the effective
implementation of state
government policies, the
Naxal activities are con-
fined into few pockets in
Chhattisgarh.

Urban Administration
and Development Minister

Dr. Shiv Kumar Dahriya
and School Education
Minister Dr. Premsai Singh
Tekam were also present on
the occasion.

On this occasion,
Pratappur Journalists
Association President Mr.
Krishna Murari Shukla
along with his fellow jour-
nalists felicitated the Chief
Minister for the decisions
taken by the State
Government in the interest
of the journalists. The

Chief Minister announced
the approval of Rs 10 lakh
for ‘Patrakar Bhawan’ at
Pratappur. It is worth men-
tioning that the State
Government has hiked
monthly pension for senior
journalists under the
‘Senior Journalist Samman
Nidhi’ from Rs 5000 to Rs
10,000. The age limit for the
same has also been reduced
from 62 years to 60 years.
Besides, the limit of finan-
cial aid given to journalists
under ‘Patrakar Kalyan
Kosh’ has been increased
from Rs. 50 thousand to Rs.
2 lakh.

Similarly, new accredita-
tion rules for journalists
have been enacted, in which
a provision has been made
to give accreditation to jour-
nalists of TV channels, web
portals, news magazines
and news agencies. The ac-
creditation quota for media

institutions has been al-
most doubled. In a first, a
provision has been made
for accreditation of block-
level journalists as well. A
provision has also been
made for providing a finan-

cial assistance of Rs 5 lakh
to the kin of journalists
who died due to Covid-19.
The validity period of ac-
creditation has been in-
creased from one year to
two years.

New Delhi, May 07 (PTI) 

Cooking gas LPG prices
were on Saturday hiked by
Rs 50 per cylinder, the sec-
ond increase in rates in
just over six weeks follow-
ing the firming of interna-
tional energy rates.

Non-subsidised LPG
now costs Rs 999.50 per
14.2-kg cylinder in the na-
tional capital, up from Rs
949.50 previously, accord-
ing to a price notification
of state-owned fuel retail-
ers.

This is the second in-
crease in LPG rates in just
over six weeks. Prices
were hiked by Rs 50 per
cylinder on March 22.

Since April 2021, prices
have risen by Rs 190 per
cylinder.

Petrol and diesel prices
however continue to be on
freeze for over a month
now. The pause followed
rates being hiked by a
record Rs 10 per litre in a
matter of 16 days begin-
ning March 22. Non-sub-

sidised cooking gas is the
one that consumers buy
after exhausting their
quota of 12 cylinders at
subsidised or below-mar-
ket rates. However, the
government pays no sub-
sidy on LPG in most cities
and the price of the refill
that consumers, including
the poor women who got
free connection under the
much-talked Ujjwala
scheme, is the same as
non-subsidised or market
price LPG.

Non-subsidised LPG
costs Rs 999.50 per 14.2-kg
cylinder in Mumbai while
it is priced at Rs 1,015.50 a
bottle in Chennai and Rs
1,026 in Kolkata.

Chandigarh, May 07 (PTI): 

A day after he was ar-
rested by the Punjab Police
and released within hours,
BJP leader Tajinder Pal
Singh Bagga faces another
arrest as a court in Mohali
Saturday issued a warrant
against him in connection
with a case registered last
month.

The arrest warrant was
issued by the court of
Judicial Magistrate
Ravtesh Inderjit Singh.

"Whereas Tajinder Pal
Singh Bagga, s/o Pritpal
Singh, r/o B-1/170, Janak
Puri New Delhi stands
charged with the offence
punishable U/Sec 153-A,
505, 505 (2), 506 IPC. You are
hereby directed to arrest
the said Tajinder Pal Singh
Bagga and to produce him

before me," the judge said
in the order.

The next date for the
case is May 23.

Earlier, the Punjab
Police had booked Tajinder
Bagga on the charges of
making provocative state-
ments, promoting enmity
and criminal intimidation.
The case was registered on

a complaint of AAP leader
Sunny Ahluwalia, a resi-
dent of Mohali.

The FIR registered on
April 1 referred to Tajinder
Bagga's remarks on March
30, when he was part of a
BJP youth wing protest
outside the residence of
Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal.

Jamshedpur , May 07 (PTI): 

Three people sustained
minor injuries in an explo-
sion in a gas pipeline in
Tata Steel plant here on
Saturday, a company offi-
cial said.

The blast occurred
around 10.20 am, and the
injured employees were
taken to Tata Main
Hospital and administered
first aid, he said.

"This morning, we re-
ported an incident of blast-
ing sound in a coke plant
unit, which was non-opera-
tional and is undergoing a
dismantling process, at
our Jamshedpur Works.
Our emergency response
team immediately reached
the incident site; the area
was cordoned off and the
situation brought under
control," the steelmaker

said in a statement. Two of
the injured people have
been discharged and one is
under observation, it said,
adding there has been no
impact on production. As
per the standard safety
protocol, the incident was
immediately reported to

authorities concerned, and
further investigation to as-
certain the cause of the ex-
plosion is underway, it
said.

Jharkhand Chief
Minister Hemant Soren
tweeted: "We have received
information of blast at

Tata Steel plant. The dis-
trict administration in co-
ordination with the Tata
Steel management is tak-
ing action for speedy treat-
ment of the injured."

The company earlier
said in a statement: "We
would like to clarify that
there was no fire, as mis-
represented in media. In
case of any breakdown or
emergency, there is a nor-
mal process of flaring of
gases (non toxic)."

Ambulances and fire
tenders immediately
reached the spot and the
area was cordoned off and
the situation is normal
now, it said.

Factory Inspector,
Jamshedpur circle, Binit
Kumar Singh, told PTI that
a probe will be conducted
to ascertain the exact
cause behind the incident
that caused minor injuries
to three people.

New Delhi, May 07 (PTI) 

The CBI Saturday con-
ducted searches at three
Sangrur-located properties
of Punjab AAP MLA
Jaswant Singh Gajjan
Majra in a bank fraud case
of over Rs 40 crore, officials
said.

During the searches, con-
ducted after an FIR was
filed in the Rs 40.92-crore al-
leged loan fraud in Bank of
India, the CBI is understood
to have recovered 94 blank
cheques carrying signa-
tures of different persons,
with enclosed Aadhar
cards, sources claimed.

CBI Spokesperson RC
Joshi said, "Cash worth Rs
16.57 lakh (approx), around
88 foreign currency notes,
some property documents,
several bank accounts and
other incriminating docu-
ments were found and re-
covered during searches."

Officials said the CBI has
registered the case on a
complaint form Bank of
India, Ludhiana, against
Singh, Tara Corporation
Ltd (renamed as Malaudh
Agro Ltd.) based at
Gaunspura, Tehsil-
Malerkotla (Punjab), and
others.

Singh, the Amargarh

MLA, was a Director and
Guarantor in the company,
they said.

Singh's brothers Balwant
Singh and Kulwant Singh
and nephew Tejinder
Singh, all directors and
guarantors, have also been
booked, they said.

Tara Health Foods Ltd,
another company, is also
named as accused in the
FIR, they said. It was al-
leged the firm based at
Gaunspura, Malerkotla,
was engaged in trading of
DOC Rice Bran, DOC
Mustard Cake, Cottonseed
Cake, Maize, Bajra and
other food grains.

New Delhi, May 07 (PTI) 

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on
Saturday advocated devel-
oping a hybrid system of
online and offline learning
to avoid overexposure of
schoolchildren to technolo-
gy, as he chaired a high-
level meeting to review the
implementation of the
National Education Policy
(NEP). The new policy is
being rolled out with the ob-
jectives of access, equity, in-
clusivity and quality, he
said, according to an offi-
cial statement.

Modi said the databases
maintained by anganwadi

centres should be seamless-
ly integrated with school
records as children move
there from anganwadis,
and called for their regular
health check-ups and
screening in schools with
the help of technology.

Pitching for emphasis on
the use of indigenously de-
veloped toys to develop con-
ceptual skills in students,

he also suggested that sec-
ondary schools with sci-
ence labs should engage
with farmers in their area
for soil testing, the state-
ment said. Lauding the new
education policy, he said
from special efforts to track
out-of-school children and
bring them back into the
mainstream and the intro-
duction of multiple entry
and exit in higher educa-
tion, many transformative
reforms have been initiated
that will define and lead the
progress of the country as
it enters the 'Amrit Kaal'.

Modi was apprised that
the work of the formulation
of the National Curriculum
Framework under the guid-
ance of the National
Steering Committee is in
progress.

Hyderabad, May 07 (PTI): 

Former Congress chief
Rahul Gandhi on
Saturday gave a clear mes-
sage to party workers and
leaders in Telangana to re-
main united and said in-
discipline will not be toler-
ated.

Addressing Telangana
Pradesh Congress
Committee workers and
leaders here, he said party
tickets will be given only
to those who work in the
field. He said the tickets
will be finalised after tak-
ing views from the public.

"We want to hear out
everyone of you but not
through the media. We

will hear your grievances
within the party frame-
work and if someone
speaks out of turn and
damages the party, it will
not be condoned," Gandhi
told the workers.

He lauded them for a
successful meeting of
farmers on Friday
evening and said it was a
collective effort and ener-
gy of all that led to this
success.

Gandhi appealed to the
youth to join the Congress
in defeating Telangana
Chief Minister K
Chandrashekhar Rao
who, he alleged, had de-
stroyed the dreams of the
people of the state.

‘Talks if Maoists express
faith in Constitution’

DDaanntteewwaaddaa//KKoonnttaa:: Responding to the Chhattisgarh govern-
ment's proposal, the outlawed Communist Party of India
(Maoists) has shown willingness to hold peace talks with the
Bhupesh Baghel-led dispensation, but also set several condi-
tions, including the release of their jailed leaders and withdraw-
al of security forces from strife-torn areas. However, a state
minister said talks would be held, if any, only unconditionally.
The development comes nearly a month after Chief Minister
Baghel said that his government was ready to hold talks with the
rebels if they expressed faith in the Constitution. Chhattisgarh is
one of the worst Naxal-affected states in the country. In a state-
ment purportedly issued by Maoists and circulating on social
media since Friday, the outlaws questioned the chief minister's
"double standards" saying that on the one hand he offers to hold
talks, while one the other hand air strike is allegedly being con-
ducted (in Bastar). The CM should clarify who gave permission
for the recent aerial strike, the Maoists asked.

‘Ready for conditional peace talks with State Govt’

HARD TIMES FOR COMMON PEOPLE

LPG price hiked by Rs 50; crosses
Rs 1,000 mark in most places

Blast at Tata Steel plant in Jamshedpur
̈ Three injured

Smoke billows from a fire at Coke Plant inside TATA STEEL Works,
in Jamshedpur, Saturday.

BJP leader Tajinder Bagga faces arrest again
̈ Mohali court

issues warrant

The medical examination of BJP leader Tajinder Pal Singh
Bagga, conducted after the Punjab Police arrested him, has
revealed injury marks on his body, the Delhi Police said on
Saturday. The Delhi Police also said it will make necessary secu-
rity arrangements for the Delhi BJP leader. Bagga was arrested
by Punjab Police from his home here on Friday, stopped in
Haryana while being taken to Punjab and brought back to the
national capital by Delhi Police hours later. Bagga returned to
his Janakpuri home in the wee hours of Saturday after being
produced before a Dwarka court magistrate by the Delhi Police.
He was taken from Kurukshetra to Gurugram where the Dwarka
court magistrate lived. However, he was later taken to DDU hos-
pital in Delhi for Medico-Legal-Case (MLC) which took a couple
of hours and finally he was produced before the magistrate.

‘Medical examination revealed injury 
marks on Bagga’s body’

SALUTE TO ALL MOTHERS

School students show their greeting cards made for their mothers during a programme organised on the eve of
Mother's Day, at a school in Mirzapur, Saturday.

Rahul to Cong workers

‘Remain united, indiscipline
won’t be tolerated’

Develop hybrid learning: PM
̈ Reviews NEP’s

implementation
Indore, May 07: 

Seven persons, including
a couple, were killed and
nine others suffered in-
juries after a major fire
broke out in a three-storey
residential building in Vijay
Nagar locality of Indore in
the wee hours of Saturday,
police said.

Eyewitnesses alleged that
the fire brigade personnel
arrived late at the spot to
rescue the people trapped
inside the building, and
added that some residents
even jumped off the bal-
conies of their flats and
managed to save them-
selves, although they re-
ceived injuries in the

process. Expressing grief
over the incident, Madhya
Pradesh Chief Minister
Shivraj Singh Chouhan or-
dered a probe into it and an-
nounced an ex-gratia of Rs 4
lakh to the next kin of each
deceased. The blaze erupted
between 3 am and 4 am fol-
lowing a short circuit in the
electricity metre box on the
ground floor of the building
located in Vijay Nagar's con-
gested Swarna Bagh Colony
area having narrow ap-
proach lanes, officials said.

Deputy Commissioner of
Police Sampat Upadhyay
said that Ishwar Singh
Sisodia and his wife Neetu
Sisodia were among the
seven killed in the fire.

Seven dead in major
fire at Indore building

Rs 40 CR BANK LOAN FRAUD CASE

CBI conducts searches
against Punjab AAP MLA 
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Bhilai, May 07: Savita
Dhapwal, an employee
with SAIL-BSP and a sea-
soned mountaineer who
has scaled the world's
highest peak, Mt Everest
is enjoying every bit of the
FIT@50+ Women's Trans
Himalayan Expedition 22,
along with other members
of the all women team led
by Ms Bachendri Pal,
India's first woman to
scale Mt Everest. The ex-
pedition was launched by
Tata Steel Adventure
Foundation (TSAF) that
has joined hands with FIT
India Movement.

Currently in
Kathmandu, Nepal,
Dhapwal along with
other team members cov-
ers an average of 30 kms
in a day, trekking for al-
most 10 hours on daily
basis. The team is tra-
versing the Himalayas
from East to West - from
Arunachal to Karakoram
range, a distance of
around 4,977 kms. The
journey, in Dhapwal's
own words is beautiful -
with sun-kissed moun-
tains, picturesque loca-
tions, and adventurous,
specially when experi-
encing hailstorms.
Adventure and the thrill
of being back in the
mountains is what the 12-
member women's team,
all aged above 50, were

looking for when they
agreed to join the expedi-
tion. For me, it was just
the opportunity I was
looking for, says Smt
Dhapwal, a Lecturer in
SAIL-Bhilai's English
Medium Middle School,
Sector 6. Her husband,
HS Dhapwal has recently
retired from Bhilai Steel
Plant's T & D Dept.

Director I/c Bhilai
Steel Plant, Anirban
Dasgupta and ED (P&A)
KK Singh at Bhilai met
Dhapwal on Feb 22, 2022
to wish her well before
she left Bhilai to join the
team. She was presented
tracksuit and backpack
etc. Chairman SAIL,
Soma Mondal met all the
team members at New
Delhi. The expedition
started on March 08, 2022.
SAIL-BSP provided each
member of the team
tracksuits to suit weather
coniditions.

Ms Dhapwal narrates
that they crossed the 100
km milestone at

Dibrugarh, Assam where
the Indian Army's Dao
warriors hosted them.
The Army at different lo-
cations did a proper recce
of the locations to be
trekked and suggested
suitable changes keeping
in mind the safety of the
trekkers. The Army also
made arrangements for
boarding and lodging at
different locations.

Ms Dhapwal feels hon-
oured being felicitated by
Army, NCC cadets,
schools and local people.
From having a tea-tasting
session at Menoka to
being treated to local hos-
pitality, binging on ready-
to-eat food supplied by
their sponsors, staying at
schools as a night halt to
stopping over at circuit
houses to being accompa-
nied by Army personnel
in tough areas like ele-
phant-infested forests
and military areas, the
expedition is an enjoy-
able journey.

The encouragement

and motivation offered by
people we meet en route
helps keep up our tempo
even as the trek tests our
mental and physical
strength, she says. The
breath-taking view of the
mountains keeps our
spirits high and encour-
ages us to go forward.
Team games and stretch-
ing exercises helps keep
us fit for the trek further.

The expedition is a
combination of grit, dedi-
cation, high energy, perse-
verance, acclimatisation,
rest, recoup, recovery to
continuing their pace and
momentum through the
trek. What is commend-
able is the never-say-die
spirit of the women, all
aged over 50 years, some
touching even 70 years,
and all committed to com-
plete their 5 month long
expedition.

Being supported by
Tata Motors and Tata
Sports Club as drive and
fitness partners, respec-
tively as well as the

Indian Army, the
FIT@50+ Women's Trans
Himalayan Expedition is
being organised in collab-
oration with the Ministry
of Youth Affairs & Sports,
Government of India,
under the FIT India ban-
ner, and is dedicated to
celebrations of 'Azadi ka
Amrit Mahotsav.'

The team members are
drawn from across India
comprising retired pro-
fessionals and homemak-
ers. The 12-member team
also comprises three
Women Everest
Summiteers. The 5-
months long expedition
involves crossing about
37 mountain passes. The
team will commence a
journey of an ultimate
human endurance start-
ing from Arunachal
Pradesh and traverse
through Assam, West
Bengal, Sikkim, Nepal,
Uttarakhand, Himachal
and LehLadakh, and will
be concluded at Tiger Hill
(Kargil) (16,608 feet).

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 07: The NSS
unit of Science College,
Durg launched a cam-
paign against addiction
under the guidance of
Principal of the college,
Dr RN Singh. The NSS vol-
unteers appealed everyone
to stay away from drugs to
create a tobacco-free envi-
ronment in the college.

Lectures were organized
by NSS volunteers in the
college on this subject. In
this program, NSS student
unit in-charge Dr Meena
Mann discussed the harm-
ful effects of drugs.
Students also expressed
their views on this subject.

In-charge of the student
unit, Prof Janendra
Kumar Diwan said that it
is the responsibility of all
of us to create a drug-free
environment. Addiction is

the root of destruction. It
destroys intelligence, it de-
teriorates health, youth
should avoid it, only then
the country and society
will be happy and healthy.
He exhorted the students
to try to create a drug-free
environment in their vil-
lages, cities and towns by
mentioning the disadvan-
tages of using tobacco
products. He further urged

to run public awareness
campaign on this subject
in villages, write slogans,
organize rally. All the stu-
dents took a pledge to cre-
ate awareness on this sub-
ject. Team Leader Lewis
Kumar, Mordhwaj, Satek,
Gayatri, Suman, Lokesh,
along with volunteers,
contributed significantly
in making this program a
success.

Dhamdha Corporators demand new transformers 
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 07: Collector
Dr Sarveshwar Narendra
Bhure discussed the prob-
lems of the city and the
necessary development
works with the
Corporators in Dhamdha
Nagar Panchayat. During
the meeting, Nagar
Panchayat President
Sunita Gupta and Vice-
President Ashok Kasar
were also present.

The Collector inquired
about the situation of
drinking water in the city.
The drinking water condi-
tion in most of the wards
was found to be satisfacto-
ry. The Corporators raised
the main problem of
transformers and electric-
ity supply.

They said that the load
has increased in the city
but the transformers have
not been upgraded accord-
ingly. New transformers

should be installed in
place of old transformers
so that there is no problem
of power failure. The
Collector said that the
Electricity Department
would be directed in this
regard. They also dis-
cussed issues related to
the ponds of Dhamdha.

The Corporators said
that the administration
has conducted an apprecia-
ble task of removing en-
croachments from the
ponds in Dhamdha. People
are happy with the an-

nouncement made by Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
regarding pond beautifica-
tion.

Dhamdha is the city of
ponds and it is retaining its
historic identity. The
Corporators also demand-
ed that the Budha Talab
should be acquired by the
government . The Collector
also inquired about the
condition of Gauthan.

Officials said the
Gauthan suffered destruc-
tion due to the storm. The
Collector instructed to set

up a tin shed in Gauthan.
He told the officials that
cow dung procurement
should be conducted regu-
larly.

Speaking to the
Corporators, the Collector
said that it is necessary to
ensure that all the eligible
beneficiaries get the bene-
fits of government
schemes. The Corporators
must help the deprived
people to get the benefits
of government schemes.
He said that the purpose of
the meeting was to ex-

plore the needs of
Dhamdha area.

Important updates were
received in the meeting
and accordingly the devel-
opment plans of
Dhamdha would be made.
The Collector also in-
quired about the status of
the newly constructed
hospital. The Corporators
replied that the citizens of
the city are getting the
benefit of the hospital.
The government has pro-
vided a great facility in
the form of a well-
equipped hospital.

The Collector said that
the building of the English
Medium School is also
being constructed at a fast
pace. Citizens will also be
able to get a better system
of English education
through Swami Atmanand
English Medium Schools.
SDM Brijesh Kshatriya
was also present in the
meeting.

SBM District Coordinators
visit FSTP in village Patora

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 07: State
Swachh Bharat Mission
(Rural), Nava Raipur had
organized state level train-
ing on faecal sludge treat-
ment. Training was impart-
ed to the District
Coordinators / Consultants
and Deputy Engineers of
all the districts of Durg and
Raipur divisions on May 05
while the officials of
Bilaspur, Surguja and
Bastar divisions received
training on May 06.
Participants from all the
districts visited the Faecal
Sludge Treatment Plant
(FSTP) built in Gram
Panchayat Patora.

Giving detailed informa-
tion regarding the opera-

tion of faecal sludge treat-
ment plant, Ashwani
Dewangan (Chief
Executive Officer, District
Panchayat, Durg) asked the
participants to study in de-
tail the working method
and technology of the plant
during the site inspection of
this plant. He added that
the participants can make
new innovations by chang-
ing the models and tech-
niques while implementing
the projects in their dis-
tricts. He added that the
FSTP is the most essential
unit and is going to become
mandatory for cities as well
as rural areas. Along with
the plant, they also visited
the works done under
SLWM like construction of
segregation workshed,

three-tier water purifica-
tion plant, construction of
soaking pit, vermi nadep
tank, community toilet etc.

After the tour, Rupesh
Rathore and Abhilasha
Anand (State Coordinator)
and Jitendra Katare, Vishal
Katare, Sachin Tajane
(from WaterAid) gave de-
tailed training in respect of
technical aspects of con-
struction. During the visit
to Gram Panchayat Patora,
Manish Sahu, Chief
Executive Officer, Janpad
Panchayat Patan,
Jageshwar Kumar, Sub-
Divisional Officer, Anjita
Gopesh Sahu (Sarpanch)
and team of District
Swachh Bharat Mission
(Rural), Durg and WaterAid
were present.

With improved tap water supply,
dependency on tankers reduced by 90%

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 07: Collector
Dr Sarveshwar Narendra
Bhure visited Gaya Nagar,
Shankar Nagar and
Karhidih areas at the time
of tap water supply in the
morning to inspect the
drinking water system in
the city. For years, the peo-
ple of Karhidih were de-
pendent on hand pumps
for drinking water and in
summer, they suffered
acute water crisis. For the
first time, water has
reached the households
through the Amrut

Mission. People informed
the Collector that summer
was the most difficult time
for them. This year, tap
connection was provided
to the households which
eliminated the water cri-
sis. People stated that this
summer is passing peace-
fully for them.

Commissioner Haresh
Mandavi informed three
years ago, 61 tankers were
required in the Durg city
for supplying water to var-
ious localities. But this
year, only six tankers are
being used in the city till
the month of May. The

Collector inquired from
people about the water
pressure in the taps. Ward
residents replied that the
water is coming with good
pressure. During inspec-
tion, the Collector noticed
that water was getting
wasted at some places. He
asked the people that
water is a very valuable
commodity. It is the re-
sponsibility of every citi-
zen to prevent the wastage
of water and its judicious
use. If used properly, there
is enough water to fulfil
the requirements of every
person. He also gave in-

structions to install taps in
open pipes. A couple of
denizens complained
about the low water pres-
sure in taps. Collector gave
instructions to the con-
cerned officials to get it
rectified. He asked the offi-
cers to remain present for
monitoring at the time of
opening of taps in morn-
ing and evening as well. If
there is some problem in
the water supply in the tap
connection or there is low
pressure in some places or
houses, the officials must
take immediate action to
fix it immediately. The

Collector asked the offi-
cials that clean and ade-
quate quantity of drink-
ing water should be avail-
able to all the households.
He instructed them to
keep monitoring the
arrangements daily. The
officials must ensure that
everyone gets enough
water and it is not being
wasted. The
Commissioner informed
the Collector about the
water supply situation in
the entire city. The
Collector said that an ade-
quate supply of drinking
water is necessary. For
this, it is necessary to keep
an eye on the water pres-
sure at end points. Make
sure that there is no prob-
lem with water especially
in the tail end areas. It is
necessary to conduct prop-
er monitoring as well as
timely resolution of tech-
nical problems. Ward
Corporators Leena
Dewangan and Narendra
Banjare were also present
during the inspection.

Tap water reaches to the outer localities like Karhidih for the first time 

NSS unit of Science College Durg
launches campaign against addiction

Summer Camp organised 
at Sharda Vidyalaya

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  MMaayy  0077:: Keeping in
mind the thought that training
and human life are two sides of
the same coin. Human beings
are trained to face the chal-
lenges of life a summer camp
was organized at Sharda
Vidyalaya, Risali from April 25
to May 07. The camp was inau-
gurated with the aim of all
round development of the stu-
dents. 

On the concluding day of the
camp, a colourful program was
organized with an attractive
exhibition of Henna, Maths
Magic, Digital World,
Calligraphy, Cooking without
Fire, Art and Craft, Fun with
Science which saw active and
enthusiastic participation of
students.

At the outset, the program
started with the worship of
Maa Saraswati. After that
Sanjay Ojha, Director,
Shakuntala Group of Schools,
who was present as the chief
guest, was welcomed with a
bouquet of flowers. School

Principal Sutapa Sarkar deliv-
ered the welcome address.
After the presentation of the
anthem, outdoor activities
were performed. This was fol-
lowed by the performance
showing the steps towards
personality development.
Keeping in mind the proper
development of the students,
special trainers were also
arranged for the activities by
the school management com-
mittee and under their guid-
ance the students were
trained in various sports and
arts.

Addressing the students,
Chief Guest Sanjay Ojha said
that the smile of children is a

flight of new hope. In such
summer camps, he said chil-
dren leave behind the burden
of the bag and with smile learn
many things through play, but
he cautioned it is necessary to
keep improving the efforts
through change. To taste the
fruits of success, one needs to
work hard  and learn continu-
ously.

Manager Mamta Ojha,
Senior Mistress Pooja Babbar
encouraged the students.
Moderated by Meena Sharma
and Anupama Singh, the vote
of thanks was given by Head
Mistress Pushpa Singh. The
function ended with the na-
tional anthem.

BBhhiillaaii,,  MMaayy  0077::  VK Ogale, GM (RMP 2) has bagged the 1st prize in 26th
National Cartoon competition organised on 'World Cartoonist day' jointly
by Culture department of Chhattisgarh government and 'Cartoon watch'
magazine. He was felicitated with a cash prize and certificate. Various car-
toonists from different states participated in the competition. The theme of
the competition was 'Make friends not war'. It may be noted that V K
Ogale's cartoons have been published in various newspapers. His cartoons
have also been published in BSP's magazine 'Parikrama' earlier. 'Steel
toons', a compilation of cartoons by VK Ogale on the field of different as-
pects of Steel has been published by BSP's Public Relations department. VK Ogale has been mak-
ing cartoons since his college days. He was felicitated with the 1st prize in Youth festival of
Jaulpur university. Ogale's cartoons have also found a place in Turkey's humorous monthly publi-
cation 'Phenamyza'. Ogale is the recipient of many state and national level awards. 

Mountaineer Savita Dhapwal from 
BSP currently in Nepal

p For the FIT@50+
Women's Trans
Himalayan Expedition

BSP's VK Ogale bags 1st prize in 
National Cartoon competition
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NIT team inspects PIs under Unnat Bharat Abhiyan

Raipur, May 07: The
Unnat Bharat Abhiyan
(UBA) team of National
Institute of Technology
(NIT) Raipur performed
two days inspection
visit to newly joined
participating institutes
(PIs) i.e. Chouksey
Engineering College,
Bilaspur; Holy Cross
Women’s College,
Ambikapur and
V i s h w a v i d y a l a y a
Engineering College
(VEC) lakhanpur in
Bilaspur and Sarguja
districts  by Regional
Coordinator Dr.
Sudhakar Pandey along
with Dr. Jagadish, RCI
Member. The team in-
spected and interacted
with PI coordinator of

these institutions.
In the first day of the

visit the team visited to
Chouksey Engineering
College, Bilaspur and
met the UBA represen-
tative Dr. Barun Yadav
UBA. The team en-
dorsed that, UBA team
performed some social
activities as distribu-
tion of used computer
for skill development in
their villages and also
they have identified few
major problems as su-
perstitious issues and
lack of education and
medical awareness in
their villages.

In the second day of
visit the team visited to
Holy Cross Women’s
College Ambikapur (

Veronica Choranth,
UBA representative)
and Vishwavidyalaya
Engineering College
(Mohan Rao, UBA rep-
resentative). The team
found that the major is-
sues identified are lack
of health hygiene, water
management for toilet
and poor road structure.
Also, the holy cross
women college has done
following activities like
legal awareness pro-
gram, plantation drive
and awareness about
Govt. plans such as
Gothan and Vihan yo-
jana.

In a continuation the
team visited to
V i s h w a v i d y a l a y a
Engineering College
Ambikapur and advised
them for various UBA
activities.

During the visit, the
UBA team advised the
Participating institutes
(PI) about blue print
and plan of action to
solve the identified
problems, funding and
convergence from Govt.
and private organiza-
tion and also how to
make it more interac-
tive and interesting for
effective implementa-
tion of mandate of
UBA.

CM to officials: Work diligently, be accountable to public

Raipur, May 07:
Chairing a review meet-
ing of officials in
Pratappur today, Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
said that the officers
should stay steadfast in
their duties and be ac-
countable to the public.
Negligence in work will
not be tolerated in any

case. Chief Minister
Baghel had reached
Pratappur after visiting
Pratappur assembly con-
stituency yesterday as
part of his meet-and-greet
campaign. Highlighting

the problem of scarcity of
water in the area, Chief
Minister said that special
attention should be paid
to replenish depleting
groundwater. Urban
Administration and
Development Minister Dr
Shiv Kumar Dahariya,
School Education
Minister Dr Premsai
Singh Tekam, and
Additional Chief
Secretary Subrat Sahoo
were present in the meet-
ing organized at
Pratappur Circuit House.

He stressed on complet-
ing the works under
‘Narva’ expeditiously to
prevent streams and
drains from dying in sum-
mers. Besides, rain water
harvesting system should
be installed in the govern-

ment buildings in
Pratappur. Pointing out
that Surajpur is the first
district after Raipur city,
where there is no water
up to 800 feet; he has
asked the officials con-
cerned to pay attention to-
wards water recharging.

Baghel said that all
those who are in posses-
sion of forest land before
December 13, 2005 should
get forest land lease. He
also asked to resolve the
complaints of the rev-
enue department espe-
cially ones involving
Patwaris. He directed the
officials concerned to pay
attention towards
Gauthans being built
near the villages.
Mistakes or negligence in
the Gauthan scheme will

not be tolerated.
Similarly, ration cards of
all eligible people must be
made. It is our fault, if ra-
tion card has not been is-
sued to an economically
poor household.

He urged the officials to
engage with citizens and
communicate with them
in local dialects as this
strengthens local gover-
nance.

Baghel said that the
secretary-in-charge of
the district should review
and ensure implementa-
tion of all the announce-
ments made and instruc-
tions given. Online call
centers will be set up for
quick redressal of public
grievances. Strict action
will be taken in cases of
illegal mining.

‘Public would get their mandate
against Congress in future’

Raipur, May 07: As part
of the exercise to strength-
en the Organization
through visits of promi-
nent leaders to booth-level
workers, the BJP in-
charge party affairs in
Chhattisgarh D
Purandeswari on
Saturday held meeting
with senior leaders to re-
view the status of the tar-
get they had been given in
this regard.

While D Purandeswari
presided over Divisional-
level meetings at Raipur
and Durg, the Secretary
in-charge Nitin Nabin
held meeting at Bilaspur.
After holding series of re-
view meeting to strength-
en the Organisation, the

General Secretary in-
charge D Purandeswari
also attended the Core
Group meeting of the saf-
fron brigade at party head-
quarters situated at
Kushabhau Thakre prem-
ises. Addressing the senior
leaders, she made it clear
that public contact has to
be increased to win their
faith in a bid to expose the
ruling Congress govern-
ment here.

Apart from State BJP

President Vishnu Deo Sai,
the former Chief Minister
Dr Raman Singh and oth-
ers were also present dur-
ing the Core Group meet-
ing. Meanwhile on her ar-
rival at Mana Airport, she
told media person that
people have questioned
the performance of 38
MLAs of Congress and
claimed that people would
give their correct mandate
against Congress in near
future.

Preparation for registration of institutions for
Diseased Organ transplantation in Chhattisgarh

Raipur, May 07:
Preparations are being
made in Chhattisgarh for
the registration of institu-
tions for Diseased Organ
Transplantation. To this

end the Appropriate
Authority of Human
Organ and Tissue
Transplantation cum
Director Health Services
has written a letter to
Director Medical
Education, Director of All
India Institute of Medical
Sciences (AIIMS), Raipur,
Director of Dau Kalyan
Singh Superspeciality
Hospital Raipur and State
Programme Officer
(Nursing Home Act), ask-
ing for necessary action to
nominate representatives
for the formation of expert
sub-committee for regis-
tration of the institutions.

Institutions have been
told through letter to nom-
inate representatives for
formation of sub commit-
tee of experts in nephrolo-
gy, urology, gastro-enterol-
ogy, gastro-surgery (MCH),
CTVS surgery and pul-
monary medicine depart-

ments. The committee will
be able to recommend ap-
plications for Diseased
Organ Transplantation to
the operator of the State
Organ and Tissue
Transplant Organization
(SOTTO).

Human Organ and
Tissue Transplantation
Act 1994 and 2014 amended
Act are applicable in
Chhattisgarh. Diseased
Organ and tissue trans-
plantation can be done
only under this Act. State
Organ and Tissue
Transplant Organization
and State Supervisor
Committee have also been
constituted for smooth
conduct of the activities of
Human Organ Tissue
Transplantation.

Dr Kamlesh Jain has
been made its state nodal
officer. This committee
will work under the guid-
ance of the appropriate

authority for human
organ and tissue trans-
plantation.

According to the State
Organ and Tissue
Transplant Organization
(SOTTO), the institution is
required to be registered
for Diseased Organ trans-
plantation. Two types of
organizations are involved
in transplantation. The
first is the organization
that is involved in the
transplant itself and the
second is the institution
where the body is available
after death, and where the
organ is kept safe for dona-
tion and the organ is used
for transplantation after
information and process. It
will be mandatory to regis-
ter both the above types of
institutions. Apart from
this, it is also necessary to
encourage people to do-
nate organs after death vol-
untarily in public.

Collector inspects CM Mitan Call Center
Raipur, May 07: As many
as 13 important certificates
are being given to the appli-
cants at home under the
Mukhyamantri Mitan
Yojana started from May 1
in Raipur and other munici-
pal corporations of the
state. Collector Sourabh
Kumar inspected the Mitan
Call Center set up for the cit-
izens to easily get the bene-
fits of this scheme. The
Collector was accompanied
by Raipur Municipal
Commissioner Prabhat
Malik. The Collector has
said that the applicants
should get all the certifi-
cates prescribed by the state
government without any
delay.

Malik informed that thir-
teen types of certificates are
being delivered through
Mitan at home. The appli-
cant can apply by calling the
call center’s toll free num-
ber- 14545. After the applica-
tion, Mitan reaches the ap-
plicant’s home and uploads

the required documents on
the web portal and ensures
payment of the prescribed
fee of Rs 50, which can be
deposited online or in cash,
after which the desired cer-
tificate is delivered to the
applicant at home.

No OTP is demanded

from the applicant in this
whole process. Any appli-
cant can now apply on this
toll free number 14545 for
caste income, birth, death,
marriage certificate or cor-
rections, land information
certificate or non digital
copy. Tax certificate can be

obtained sitting at home.
This saves time, labor, fuel
and money of the applicant.
Officers of Municipal
Corporation and Call
Center including
Additional Commissioner
Abhishek Agarwal were
also present.

RRaaiippuurr,,  MMaayy  0077::  The Oxy Zone
located behind Raipur
Collectorate will now remain
open till 10 pm from Saturday
7th May onwards. Chief of
Forests Rakesh Chaturvedi has
given these instructions in
view of the summer and this
arrangement will be imple-
mented from Saturday. Spread
over acres in the heart of

Raipur city, Oxy Zone is a
favorite place for morning and
evening walkers. In summer
the crowd has increased even
more.

Earlier this oxygen was open
till 9 pm but now Chaturvedi
has given instructions to keep
it open till 10 pm keeping in
view the convenience of the
citizens.

CM worships Lord Shiva at
Pratappur Shiv Mandir

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, May 07: Chief
Minister Bhupesh
Baghel prayed for the
happiness and prosper-
ity of the people of the
state by offering
prayers to Lord Shiva
at the Shiv Mandir lo-
cated in Pratappur.
Urban Administration
and Development
Minister Dr. Shiv
Kumar Dahriya,
School Education
Minister Dr. Premsai
Singh Tekam along
with other public rep-
resentatives were also
present on the occa-
sion.

Recruitment process of Bastar
Fighters to begin from May 9 onwards

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, May 07: In a sig-
nificant development, the
Chhattisgarh government
has started the process of
recruitment for Bastar
Fighters. According to the
information received, the
document verification for
the Bastar Fighters appli-
cants would be held at all
the District Headquarters
of Bastar from May 9. The

scrutiny of documents of
the applicants would be
taken up as per the Roll
Numbers of applicants.
Accordingly, the appli-
cants have been informed
about the process of re-
cruitment.

It is notable that the
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel during his budget-
ary speech in
Chhattisgarh Legislative
Assembly had announced
to constitute Bastar
Fighers as security per-
sonnel for the tribal-domi-
nated region. With the
above notification, the

state government has
started the process of re-
cruitment.

Similarly, the process of
Sub Inspector recruitment
exam has been cleared
which had been pending
for the last sometime.
Admit Card of the appli-
cants for the pot of SI,
Subedar, and Platoon
Commander Recruitment
exam would be made avail-
able to them from May 14.
The applicants can down-
load their admit card from
the official website of
Chhattisgarh government
from May 14.

p Govt clears process
of SI recruitment
also

Oxy Zone behind Raipur Collectorate
to remain open till 10 pm 

CM wishes people on World Red Cross Day
Raipur, May 07: Chief Minister Bhupesh Baghel has
greeted all Red Cross volunteers on the occasion of
World Red Cross Day. He has said in his message, that we
should always be dedicated to save everyone’s life by sac-
rificing everything in times of crisis. Red Cross has al-
ways worked for the welfare of humanity all over the
world without any discrimination. Their service and
dedication is exemplary for all and We sincerely thank
them for this.

Sub-committee of
experts to be
formed to recom-
mend applications

Registration of
institutions with the
State Organ and
Tissue Transplant
Organization
(SOTTO) necessary
for transplantation.

Director Health
Services writes let-
ter to health institu-
tions for necessary
action

Chairs review meet-
ing of officials at
Circuit House of
Pratappur

Highlights problem
of water scarcity in
the area, asks to
pace up work of
water recharging

Raipur, May 07: May 8 is
observed as World
Thalassemia Day. An
awareness program was or-
ganised by Sanjeevani
Cancer Care Foundation to
spread health awareness
related to Thalassemia
among the people. In this
program, hematologist and
haemato-oncologist Dr.
Vikas Goyal shared that
Thalassemia is a blood dis-
order and genetic disease,
which comes from parents
in children. If both parents
have minor thallesimia
than there is 75% chance
that their children will also
suffer from this disease.
Furthermore, there is a
possibility of 50 percent
minor and 25 percent major
Thalassemia. This causes
the rapid destruction of red
blood cells and blood loss in
body. In severe cases of
blood loss, blood transfu-
sion is done.

Dr. Goyal further ex-
plained that two people suf-
fering from Thalassemia
should not marry each
other. It would be better if
the bride and the groom
should get their blood test
done before marriage.
Children can be saved from
this disease through aware-
ness. The process of
haemoglobin in blood is
composed of two types of
protein, namely, alpha pro-
tein and beta globin. The
error in this process of glo-
bin formation is root cause
of Thallesimia. If both par-
ents have minor thalles-
imia than there is 75%
chance that their children
will also suffer from this
disease. Furthermore,
there is a possibility of 50
percent minor and 25 per-
cent major Thalassemia.
This causes the rapid de-
struction of red blood cells
and blood loss in body. In se-

vere cases of blood loss,
blood transfusion is done.
He further explained that
Thalassemia is a serious
disease and it can be pre-
vented in only two ways.
The blood of the bride and
groom should be tested be-
fore marriage, and if minor
thalassemia is found in the
blood of both of them, then
the child becomes fully sus-
ceptible to major tha-
lassemia. In such a situa-
tion, the unborn baby
should be examined when
the mother is 10 weeks
pregnant, this can detect
the disease of Thalassemia
in the unborn child.
Another solution is that if
after marriage the parents
come to know that the baby
is suffering from
Thalassemia, then Bone
Marrow Transplant
method can save the life of
the child. Dr. Vikas Goel
shared that it is more im-
portant to do Thalassemia
test than it is necessary to
not get the horoscope before
marriage, so that the child
born after marriage can be
saved from this disease. He
explained that in this dis-
ease it is mandatory for the
patient to have blood trans-
fusion every 15-20 days.

Sanjeevani Cancer Care Foundation organised
awareness program on Thalassemia Day

CENTRAL CHRONICLE, RAIPUR, SUNDAY, MAY 08,  2022

RSU employees to go on indefinite strike from May 17
Central Chronicle News

Raipur, May 07: In the
meeting of Pandit Ravi
Shankar Shukla
University Employees
Union, it was decided to
go on indefinite strike
from May 17 in support
of their nine-point de-
mands.

The meeting of

Pandit Ravi Shankar
Shukla University
Employees Union was
held on Wednesday, in

which it was decided to
go on indefinite strike
from May 17 in support
of their nine-point de-
mands. Union
President, Shravan
Singh Thakur said that
has already discussed
with RSU management
and  government re-
garding the 7th pay
scale arrears, promo-

tion and other demands.
Earlier the strike was
called off after assur-
ance. But even after
months have passed, no
initiative has been
taken. In such a situa-
tion, an indefinite strike
has been planned in the
meeting held in
Vivekananda Garden of
Ravi University.

IIM Raipur organizes ‘Abhivaadan’
Raipur, May 07: Indian
Institute of Management
(IIM) Raipur Campus Club
celebrated May Day to rec-
ognize the accomplish-
ment of the Institute staff.
The celebration was de-
signed to convey our grati-
tude to staff for their hard
work and acknowledge
their contribution to the
smooth functioning of the
Institute. The invitees of
the program were the
housekeeping staff, securi-
ty guards, kitchen team,
office boys, gardeners, and
the sports complex helpers
and other support staff.

The event was inaugu-
rated by the elderly
helpers of the institute.
The invitees put together a
stunning cultural pro-
gram which included mu-
sical performances, poetry
recitals in native

Chhattisgarhi language,
Chhattisgarhi folk dance,
drama, games, and more.
The event saw a participa-
tion with enthusiasm from

all the workers. The win-
ners of the various compe-
titions and cultural pro-
gram were felicitated by
Mrs. Vipra Kakani, mem-

ber of IIM Raipur Campus
Club. Gifts were distrib-
uted to all the workers as a
token of appreciation for
their contribution to the
institute.

Prof. Ram Kumar
Kakani, Director, IIM
Raipur addressed the
gathering and extended
his sincere thanks to all
the workers for their con-
tinued unwavering sup-
port to the institute. He en-
couraged them to make
progress in life and en-
sured adequate support
from the Institute in their
development. The celebra-
tion ended with the na-
tional anthem.
Abhivaadan witnessed an
overwhelming response
from the support staff
who were humbled by the
love and respect they re-
ceived from IIM Raipur.

School Education Deptt has received max
number of applications in Raipur 

Raipur, May 06: RTE
Admission 2022: Under
the Right to Education
Act-2009 (RTE), the
School Education
Department has received
the maximum number of
applications in Raipur.
The maximum number of
16,622 applications has
been received for 8,127
seats. The process is
going on for online ad-
mission for the first
phase for the education
session 2022-23. In the
first phase, the process of
online application will
run till  May 15, 2022 for
the admission of children
of poor and deprived par-
ents. After that the lottery
will be drawn. The allot-
ment of seats will be from

June 3 to 15, 2022. Prior to
this, according to the cen-
sus of 2007 in urban areas
and 2002 in rural areas,
children of parents who
were falling in the pover-
ty line category were get-
ting admission in RTE.
Now admission will be
done according to 2011
census.

Under this, children of
Antyodaya card holder
families will be admitted
in Nursery, KG One, KG II
and Class I. Admission

open now.
In this concern Raipur

DEO AN Banjara said,
process is going on for ad-
mission under RTE for
822 private schools of
Raipur. There are 8127
seats here. Information
about the number of
seats, schools can be ob-
tained from the website.
Under the Right to
Education, private
schools across the state
are admitted from nurs-
ery to first class.

Dhanora police set up
mobile police station 

Kondagaon, May 07: As
per instructions from the
SP Kondagaon Divyang
Patel, and guidance of
Addl. SP Rahul Dev
Sharma and SDOP
Bhupat Singh Dhaneshri
and Inspector Sonsingh
Sori gave a patient hear-
ing to grievances of vil-
lagers by setting up a

mobile police station in
village Dhurvapara of
Dhanora police station
here on Friday.

During this, the vil-
lagers present were also
informed about the ways
to avoid it by giving de-
tailed information about
cyber crime, online
frauds, TM fraud, swin-
dling by chit fund com-
pany.

After this detailed dis-

cussions were held about
the criems against the fe-
male in the society like
dowry torture, domestic
violence, child marriage,
molestation and sexual
crimes against children,
child labour, human
trafficking, and infor-
mation was given to the
women and children
about their rights as per
the laws. Information
was given about to make
women aware by giving
detailed information
about the ‘Abhivyakti
App’ and by telling them
how they can download
it. In the programme,
SDOP Keshkal Bhupat
Singh Dhaneshri, TI
Dhanora Sonsingh Sori,
head constable
Dhansingh Yadav, R.
Vijay Sori, Dinesari
Markam were present.

Liquor sold at arbitrary rate from
Govt Foreign Liquor Shop 

Konta, May 07: Political
parties in the state of
Chhattisgarh had an-
nounced prohibition of
liquor before the assembly
elections, but till now it has
not been implemented.
There was no liquor ban in
the state, but the pockets of
liquor lovers are definitely
being cut in the liquor shop
of Konta Nagar in district
Sukma. In Konta, liquor is
being sold at government
liquor shops at a price high-
er than the MRP.

In the English liquor
shop located in Konta
Nagar of district Sukma,
the employees are robbing
the pockets of the cus-
tomers by taking arbitrary
rates. For a long time, com-
plaints are being seen from
the customers that liquor is
being sold in the liquor
shop to the customers at a
higher price than the MRP.
Every day there is a conver-
sation between the employ-
ees of the liquor shop and
the customers regarding
the high rate. On which
the employees also get
down in the hooliganism.
For which several times a
complaint was made to the
district excise officer
Vishnu Sahu, even after
that no action was taken
against any employee nor

was he asked to change the
rate.

It seems that the business
of selling liquor at a higher
rate is going on in con-
nivance with the excise offi-
cer of Sukma district. Due
to not taking any action
from the Excise
Department of Sukma dis-
trict, the employees of the
liquor shop have got more
courage, who talk to the
customers till Tu-Tu, Main-
Main and tell whoever they
want to tell, we will sell by
increasing the rate. If you
want to take, then take it,
otherwise you will get away
from here. By doing this
type of behavior to the cus-
tomers, they are openly
looting.

To inquire deeply about
it, when the liquor reached
the shop and asked for
liquor by asking the price of
liquor, the employee told Rs
20 more than the MRP rate,
on asking who are you to
ask, if you want to take it or
not, we will increase the
rate only. Will sell, whatev-
er has to be done, it was
said to be done. How the
blessings of the govern-
ment and district adminis-
tration are on these employ-
ees. Because of which the
employees are getting ready
to commit hijacking.

CM promises to open a college, a mini
stadium in Raghunathnagar

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, May 07: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel,
on his extensive tour
under ‘Bhent-Mulaqat
Abhiyan’, visited the vil-
lage of Raghunathnagar
in the Pratappur con-
stituency today. On the
third day of this tour,
Baghel came face to face
with the residents of this
village to understand their
grievances and came to
know about the ground re-
ality of the implementa-
tion of public welfare
schemes. During Jan
Chaupal, he announced
the opening of a college on
youth’s demand, a mini
stadium and construction
of a pond in

Raghunathnagar and a
‘link court’ of Additional
Collector in Vadranagar.

Taking cognizance of
people’s complaints, Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel

instructed to suspend
Patwari Pannelal
Sonwani posted in the
Vadrafnagar Tehsil office
with immediate effect for
taking bribes from farm-

ers. The Chief Minister
inaugurated the state-of-
the-art X-ray machine at
Community Health
Center Raghunathnagar
which will provide better

health facilities to the pa-
tients. The Chief
Minister also inspected
of Raghunathnagar’s
Tehsil Office and
Swami Atmanand

English Medium
School.

CM fulfilled 
Smriti’s wish

Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel in-
spected the Swami
Atmanand English
Medium School in
Raghunathnagar. He
met the children and
talked about their edu-
cation. The girl stu-
dents sang the song
‘Arpa-Pari Ke Dhar’ be-
fore Chief Minister.
During this, Smriti, a
little girl studying in
school, asked “When
will we get a chance to
sit in the helicopter”.
“When you top in your

Class 10 or 12 examina-
tions” Mr. Baghel
replied. She insisted to
sit with Mr. Baghel but
he couldn’t say no and
immediately fulfilled

her wish. Along with
Smriti, three more chil-
dren also got a helicop-
ter ride. It is worth
mentioning that Chief
Minister Mr. Baghel
had yesterday an-
nounced the helicopter
ride for the topper of
the districts in class
10th and 12th this year.
When Smriti, a class 2
girl heard about it and
started to insist to take
a ride in a helicopter.
Children share tiffin

with CM 
School children re-

quested the Chief
Minister to share their
home-cooked Tiffin.
Chief Minister said
that he just had break-
fast. However, the chil-
dren insisted that they
have brought food from
home, especially for
him. Chief Minister
shared their Tiffin and
praised their delicious
home-cooked Dobki
Kadhi.

CM enjoys playing
traditional games

with school children
On the request of the

school children, Chief
Minister Bhupesh
Baghel played tradition-
al games of the state in-
cluding ‘Gilli-Danda’,
‘Pitthul’, and ‘Baati’
with them. He also an-
swered the questions of
the children.

CM inspects
Raghunathnagar

Community Health
Center

Chief Minister also in-
spected the Community
Health Center of
Raghunathnagar and in-
quired about available facil-
ities. He interacted with the
patients and asked them
about the facilities being
provided to them. He inau-
gurated the new X-ray ma-
chine here. The Chief
Minister also presented a
cheque of Rs 1400 under
‘Janani Suraksha Yojana’
and the birth certificate of
her newborn daughter to
Prabhadevi.

CM inspects
Raghunathnagar Tehsil

Office
During the inspection of

the Raghunathnagar Tehsil
Office, Chief Minister Mr.
Bhupesh Baghel inquired
about the revenue cases and
their redressal status from
the in-charge Tehsildar. The
Chief Minister also inspect-
ed the newly constructed
building of this office. The
citizens of Raghunathnagar
expressed their gratitude to
the Chief Minister for the
formation of Tehsil. Urban
Administration and
Development Minister Dr.
Shiv Kumar Dahriya and
School Education Minister
Dr. Premsai Singh Tekam
were present on the occa-
sion.

‘Link court’ of
Additional Collector
in Vadrafnagar to
be started soon

People complain
against Patwari,
suspended immedi-
ately

CM immediately
fulfilled Smriti’s
wish to fly in a heli-
copter

Under  ‘Bhent
Mulaqat Campaign’

SSuurraajjppuurr::  Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel on Friday
reached the primary health
center of village Kerta falling
under Surajpur district.
Talking to the patients who
came for treatment, he
asked about their well-being
and inquired about the facil-
ities available in the hospital.

Keeping in view scorching

heat, the Chief Minister
directed to make all neces-
sary arrangements for
immediate treatment of
patients with heat stroke
besides asking to ensure
arrangements for medicines
and glucose in advance. The
Chief Minister directed the
doctors not to prescribe
branded medicines and to

prescribe only generic medi-
cines. Mr. Baghel also
inquired about the OPD in
the hospital and directed the
doctors, nurses and other
staff to provide better treat-
ment facilities. The Chief
Minister also asked to keep
sufficient quantities of medi-
cines and other equipment in
the hospital.

CM inspects primary health center of village Kerta

In village Dhurvapara

p Under RTE 
admission 2022

Raipur, May 07: SECRW-
WO Raipur organized a
function at Shivnath Rail
Vihar, Ullas Bhavan WRS
Colony here on the occa-
sion of Labour Day and
awarded 24 railway staff
from different depart-
ments for their excellence
at work place. All these
staff are associated with
train operation, track and
safety for more than 25
years. South East Central

Railway Women Welfare
Organization (SECRW-
WO) Raipur president
Mrs Radha Gupta was
present as chief guest
and gave away awards.
On this occasion SECRW-
WO vice president Mrs
Sikha Vishnoi and Mrs
Sunita Mishra, secretary
Mrs Poonam Sahu, treas-
urer Mrs Sanchita
Banerjee, joint secretary
Mrs Shivani Gupta and
other SECRWWO mem-
bers.

SECRWWO Raipur
honours railway staff
p On Labour Day

Surguja, May 07: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
is on an extensive  tour to
meet and greet people in
90  constituencies of
Chhattisgarh. Presently
Baghel has been touring
the Surguja region since
May 4 , during which the
generosity and his sensi-
tivity towards the suffer-
ing, sick , helpless and un-
derprivileged people can
be evidently seen. On the
other hand, the Chief
Minister’s strict  attitude
towards the officials-em-
ployees who have shown
signs of corruption, negli-
gence and compromised
public works is also visi-
ble from place to place.

During his meet-and-
greet campaign, the Chief
Minister is taking due
note of the ground reality
of government’s schemes
and programs on the func-
tioning of government of-
fices, reviewing the gov-
ernment work by meeting
the officers, as well as lis-
tening to the problems of
the people.

Chief Minister Baghel
on his visit to Pratappur
assembly constituency of
Surajpur district , was
face-to-face with the peo-
ple in Govindpur village.
A resident of village
Khorma  by the name of
Somaru Sai, approached

the Chief Minister and
told about his cancer dis-
ease and the financial con-
dition of the family.
Hearing this, sensitive
Baghel understood his
concern and instantly
granted a financial assis-
tance of Rs 1 lakh from
Chief Minister’s fund.
After this gesture, Somaru
got emotional and thanked
Baghel for his kind gens-
ture and informed him
that after receiving this fi-
nancial aid now he wound
not need to bend down in
front of anyone else for
money.

Similarly, on May 5 in
the village of Arajahi,
Chief Minister Baghel had
brought light in the lives of
Anati  Devi’s two blind
children namely Riya and
Chanda by assuring their
treatment sponsored by
the state government. He
instructed to treat their

eyes at any cost in any big
hospital of any metropoli-
tan city be it Delhi or
Chennai. During the meet-
ing at Daura, the Chief
Minister took immediate
action on the complaint of
70-year-old elderly woman
Kabilaso Bai for non-re-
ceipt of ration card and
handed over Antyodaya
ration card to her within
half an hour. It is worth
mentioning that with the
ration card given to
Kabilaso Bai, 40 kg rice
and 2 kg salt, 2 kg gram at
the rate of Rs 5 per kg and
1 kg sugar at Rs 17 per kg
has also been received by
her from fair price shop.

Chief Minister’s affec-
tion and generosity to-
wards children can be
clearly seen when he was
inspecting Swami
Atmanand School in
Raghunathnagar and chil-
dren came up to him and

insisted to take them for a
helicopter ride,to which
he instantly agreed and
granted their wish.

During the Bhent
Mulaqat Campaign, the
stern attitude of Baghel
can also be seen in effect
of the complaints received
from the public about the
matter of negligence and
corruption. Taking
prompt action on the com-
plaint of non-issuance of
ration card during the
meeting, the Chief
Minister had suspended
the CMO of Kusmi Nagar
Panchayat. Similarly,
when a case of negligence
in respect of land acquisi-
tion compensation came
to the fore, the Executive
Engineer of the Water
Resources Department,
the Patwari of Raghunath
Nagar in the case of ille-
gal recovery from the
farmers and the Forest
Divisional Officer in the
case of negligence in the
work of Avarti Charai
scheme in Gauthan, all
these concerned officials
were suspended. Forest
Divisional Officer,
Manish Kashyap, Deputy
Divisional Forest Officer,
Budhsay Bhagat of
Surajpur and Forest
Circle Officer, Bhui
Sanskriti Barle have been
suspended.

‘CM strikes balance in sensitivity and strict attitude’



GBM of District
Panchayat on May 12
Central Chronicle News

Koriya, May 07: It was
under the leadership of
President District
Panchayat Renuka Singh
that general body meeting
of the District Panchayat
will be held on May 12 at
2:30 pm. In the general
body meeting, apart from
implementation of depart-
mental schemes, discus-
sions will also be held on
other subjects with due

permission of the District
President. CEO District
Panchayat has urged the
District Panchayat V-P
Vedanti Tiwari, members-
Phulmati Singh,
Ravishankar Singh,
Hagpal Singh Uikey, Usha
Singh Karyam, Jyotsana
Pushpendra Rajwade,
Sunita Kurre, Chunni
Paikra, and all Janpad
Panchayat presidents to be
present on scheduled date
and time.

Summer camp being organised 

Central Chronicle News

Kondagaon, May 07:
Children are rich in vari-
ety of subjects and it is the
duty of the teacher to rec-
ognize and refine their tal-
ent and for ensuring all-
round development along
with the education of chil-
dren. Under the aegis of
Education Department, a
summer camp was organ-

ized for children in differ-
ent sports and skill devel-
opment from May 4 to 23.
at Shilpi Nagari
Kondagaon. In this camp
variety of disciplines have

been kept for the children
and separate instructors
have been provided for
each discipline, viz. classi-
cal music (Kajal Ansari),
western dance (Brajesh

Pawar), jute craft
(Lakshmi), harmonium
(Ghanshyam Yadav).
Children's skills are being
tested in Terracotta
( B u s h c h a n d r a
Chakradhari), Tuma (Anil
Vishwakarma), Guitar
(Tarun Chauhan), Singing
(Rajendra Rao), Tabla
(Kamal Chauhan),
Embroidery (Meena
Sharma), Painting-
Abekash, Mural art etc.
and the talent of the chil-
dren is being examined in
various disciplines.

Santosh Singh appointed president
Central Chronicle News

MMaassttuurrii,,  MMaayy  0077::
Santosh Singh Thakur
has been appointed
as the President of
Chhattisgarh Working
J o u r n a l i s t s
Association (CWJA),
Bilaspur District.
State President
Arvind Awasthi has
made the appointment on the
recommendation of the Union's
State General Secretary Vishwa
Deepak Rai.  

On the appointment of

Santosh Singh Thakur, journal-
ists from across the district of
the Sangh congratulated him
and described it as a step to
further strengthen the Sangh.

Central Chronicle News

Konta/Sukma, May 07:
Bastar Commissioner
Shyam Dhawade expressed
happiness after seeing the
wind of change in the
farmers taking advantage
of Girdalpara project on
Malger river, about 12 kms
from Sukma district head-
quarters.

The Commissioner, who
arrived in Sukma district
on Thursday, inspected the
Girdalpara project and in-
teracted with the local
farmers. Collector Vineet
Nandanwar was also pres-
ent during this.

During the interaction,

farmers happy with this
project said that they never
expected that they would
be able to earn the benefit
of additional income by
taking double crop on their
land. Earlier the irrigation
facility was not strong due
to which they were able to
plant their crops in limited
area only.

The crop was not good
even in the rainy season,
but due to this lift irriga-
tion system, now we are
earning profit from the
crop of tomato, chilli etc.
by irrigating more area.
Farmers said that this
project has brought a
major change in their
lives.

The farmers who had
never thought that they
would be able to take ad-

vantage of crops other
than paddy, today, with the
efforts of the Collector,
Water Resources
Department, Agriculture
Department, Horticulture
Department, we villagers
have increased inclination
in agriculture and grow
moong, maize in our fields.
Tomato, Brinjal, Chilli etc.
are getting good yields.

Inspects Ramaram
Gauthan, Jailbari Urban

Gauthan of Sukma
During his one-day visit to

Sukma, Bastar Divisional
Commissioner Dhawade in-
spected Ramaram Gauthan
and Jailbari Urban Gauthan.
By observing the multi-activ-
ity and livelihood promotion
works conducted in
Ramaram Gothan, he appre-

ciated the work of women
self-help groups. A member
of the women's group told
that one lakh 77 thousand
has been earned by growing
vegetables in Gothan and
selling them in the camps of
security forces.

Apart from this, after ob-
serving the quality of vermi
compost manure in
Gauthan, he directed the of-
ficers of the Agriculture
Department to get the fertil-
izer lifted soon.
Commissioner Dhawade ap-
preciated the work done by
the women after seeing the
grafted papaya and mango
crop in Gauthan. Along with
this, instructions were given
to plant new saplings by
shifting the damage caused
to some trees due to arson in
Gauthan and to get siege

done by PPT. Apart from this,
he also inspected the Urban
Gauthan of Nagar Palika
Parishad in Jailbari area.
Commissioner Dhawade was
very impressed by the liveli-
hood oriented activities of
Gauthan established in the
rocky place.

The female member of
Gomti Swachhata Samiti
told that she has earned Rs
4.50 from bio-waste, Rs. 1.30
lakh  from vermi compost
and 46000 from vegetable
products. The commission-
er appreciated the women's
group for decorating the
campus using plastic bottles
in the best possible way and
keeping the premises clean.
Instructions were also given
to the officers to get the wood
made from cow dung sold at
the earliest.

Demarcate the lands of forest
rights holders: Collector

Central Chronicle News

Kondagaon, May 07: A
review meeting of the
District Level Forest
Rights Committee was
held under the chairman-
ship of the Collector
Pushpendra Kumar
Meena. In this meeting,
the cases received by the
Collector from the sub-di-
visional level committee of
Kondagaon, Farasgaon
and Keshkal were dis-
cussed in detail.

In which 168 out of 171
cases presented in
Kondagaon development
block, 63 presented in
Farasgaon and 115 cases
out of 122 presented in
Baderajpur were approved

by the district level samiti
for Forest Rights. Whereas
3 applications of
Kondagaon and 7 of
Baderajpur were sent to
the sub-divisional
Committee for re-exami-
nation.

On this occasion, for
protection of forest in
order to prevent new en-
croachments in Forest
area, the Collector has is-
sued orders for mandatory

demarcation of the land of
all the forest rights holders
to the SDMs of all the de-
velopment blocks.

In case if there is any
new encroachment taken
place, then they should be
directed to take immediate
action and asked to pro-
vide the information of all
such encroachments re-
moved to the Land
Records branch. Apart
from this, with the help of

the Forest Department,
other encroachments were
also removed.

He also directed to send
information about pre-
serving of the land with
plantation of trees on
Nazul land and about the
plantation done per month
by the Forest Department
and to send the figures of
live trees in the forest to
the Land Records Branch
every month.

You hold our hand we will 
walk with you:  Justice Bhaduri

Central Chronicle News

Bilaspur, May 07: Today
the human life is progress-
ing rapidly. It is a matter of
great significance that the
Bar Association has ac-
tively taken part in today's
program. You hold our
hand, for legal service the
Legal Services Authority
will work along with you;
this will give a sense of
satisfaction to the advo-
cates. Seek learn from
Thomas Hodge's book In
Defense of Human Use.
Every action is indeed in-
complete until and unless
it is implemented to very
grass root level.

The above lines are part
of inaugural address by,
Justice Gautam Bhaduri,
Judge, High Court of
Chhattisgarh and
Executive Chairman of
Chhattisgarh State Legal
Services Authority at One
Day Orientation
Programmme for
Volunteer Advocates of
Chhattisgarh High Court
Bar Association and Panel

Lawyers of High
Court Legal
Services Committee.
Inaugurating the
one-day orientation
program Justice
Gautam Bhaduri en-
lightened the partic-
ipants as to how the
benefit of legal serv-
ice of High Court ad-
vocates and panel
advocates be made
easily available to
the general public

Justice Gautam
Bhaduri further em-
phasized on importance of
e Nyaya Bandhu mobile
app. and encouraged the
participant advocates to
register themselves in the
said app to provide Pro
Bono Services to poor and
needy. His lordship ad-
vised young participants
to take part in legal serv-
ice programmes and Pro
Bono activities under
guidance of their seniors.

Hon'ble Justice further
added that disputes aris-
ing out of everyday life on
day today basis can be am-

icably settled in
Permanent Lok Adalat
(Public Utility Service)
formed under Section 22A
of the Legal Services
Authority Act. Such
Courts are established to
settle dispute in relation
to matters related to
everyday life relating to
transport service, water,
electricity, building soci-
eties. Permanent Lok
Adalat has been conferred
with wide scope of juris-
diction in order to extend
benefits to common man.

His lordships elaborat-
ed on various class specif-
ic campaigns of State
Legal Services Authority
like Abhiyaan Karuna,
Udeed, Aasra, Sachet,
muavja, Unmukt etc.,
Hon'ble Justice explained
the campaign Karuna,
which is specifically de-
vised to reunite seniors
citizen with their family
or seeking maintenance
from their family mem-
bers by providing neces-
sary legal action on their
behalf. Another campaign

Umeed which is formulat-
ed to reunite mental pa-
tients who have become
mentally healthy with
their families. Hon'ble jus-
tice emphasized the advo-
cates must take active part
in implementation of said
schemes and  by joining
all these campaigns, they
will be able to utilize their
capabilities to the fullest
snd also get self-satisfac-
tion.

The special guest of the
above orientation pro-
gram was Justice Sanjay

S. Agrawal, Chairman of
the High Court Legal
Services Committee.
Justice Sanjay S. Agrawal
while addressing said that
due to poverty and illitera-
cy people are deprived of
getting justice.

Article 39 of the
Constitution ensures that
all people have the right to
justice. In the Legal
Services Authority Act
1987, specific provision
has been made to provide
free legal aid at the
National, State and

District level.
Advocates should

work effectively and
seriously in the
cases they get under
the legal service. If
they do not get the
documents related
to the cases, then
they can take coop-
eration from the
State Legal Services
Authority or the
High Court Legal
S e r v i c e s
Committee.

His Lordships told
the new advocates that
they should be engaged in
such work while making
good use of their time and
take advantage of it by as-
similating the informa-
tion given in today's train-
ing.

In his welcome address
The President of the High
Court Bar association,
Abdul Wahab Khan said
that every advocate of the
Bar Association is con-
stantly striving to provide
easy and convenient jus-
tice to the  poor people

who are deprived of jus-
tice due to paucity of
money.

The President said that
even in this scorching
heat, the advocates would
make efforts to get easy
and accessible justice to
the needy persons by
forming a team and reach-
ing the needy persons
through cycle rally.

The other key guest
speakes in the orientation
programme were  Satish
Chandra Verma, Advocate
General, Mrs Sushma
Sawant, Director Judicial
Academy, Kishore
Bhaduri, Senior Advocate,
Yogeshchandra Sharma,
Senior Advocate, Ms.
Deepali Pandey, Vice
President Chhattisgarh
High Court Bar
Association Prashant
Parashar, Secretary,
Higher Court Legal
Services Committee, i
Praveen Mishra, Secretary
District Authority Raipur,
Devashish Thakur,
Secretary, District
Authority Rajnandgaon.

p Encroachment
should be removed
immediately 

p Among the farmers
of Girdalpara project

p For skill development
of children 
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Orientation Programmme for Volunteer Advocates of Chhattisgarh HC Bar Association 

Singhdeo reviews developmental works
Central Chronicle News

Jagdalpur, May 07:
Health and Panchayat and
Rural Development
Minister TS Singhdeo,
during his stay in Bastar
here, took a meeting of of-
ficers and reviewed the
works of Panchayat and
Rural Development
Department in detail. In
the meeting, the
Panchayat Minister gave
strict instructions to the
officers and said that the
lack of quality of works
will not be tolerated under
any circumstances.

For this, he also directed
the officials to ensure con-
crete measures. Additional
Chief Secretary of
Panchayat and Rural
Development Department
Smt. Renu Pillay, Secretary
of Medical Education
Department Dr. CR
Prasanna along with Chief
Executive Officer of
District Panchayat of
Bastar, Kondagaon and

Narayanpur districts and
officers of Health and
Panchayat and Rural
Development Department
were present.

The Minister did a de-
tailed review of the targets
and achievements of the
last five years under de-
partmental works, under
this, in Bastar, Kondagaon,
and Narayanpur district,
employment status of 100
days before and more than
100 days, total percentage
of employment provided

to women, scheduled
castes, scheduled tribes,
and women, time bound
wage payment, currently
in panchayats were re-
viewed.

A detailed review of the
ongoing employment-ori-
ented work, the progress
of the ambitious Narva,
Garva, Gurva, and Bari
schemes of the state gov-
ernment was also taken.
Apart from this, he also re-
viewed the activities relat-
ed to agriculture and the

work of self-help groups.
The review of the works of
solid, liquid and liquid
waste management was
also done by the Minister.

On this occasion, mem-
ber of Chhattisgarh
Karmakar Mandal
Balram Maurya,
Chairman of Municipal
Corporation Jagdalpur
Smt. Kavita Sahu, former
Mayor Jatin Jaiswal and
other public representa-
tives and officials were
present.

Commissioner Dhawade pleased to see the ‘winds of change’

RAISING AWARENESS

An activist of People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals (PETA) stands along a road
wearing a coat with baby dolls to raise awareness about the leather industry, in
Hyderabad.

Cyclone threat looms over
east coast, Odisha on alert

Bhubaneswar/Kolkata, May 07 (PTI):

A low-pressure area that
has developed over the
South Andaman Sea is
likely to intensify into a
cyclonic storm and make
its way to the Andhra
Pradesh-Odisha shores
early next week, officials
said. The weather system
over the South Andaman
Sea and the adjoining
southeast Bay of Bengal is
very likely to move north-
westwards and strengthen
into a depression by
Saturday, the Met
Department said.

It is likely to further in-

tensify into a cyclonic
storm by Sunday evening.

The weather office also
warned of thunderstorms
and heavy rainfall over the
districts of Gangetic West
Bengal between Tuesday
and Friday next week in
view of the likely forma-
tion of the cyclonic storm.

The Odisha government
said disaster response and
fire services teams were
kept on standby following
the forecast.

The region has wit-
nessed cyclones in the last
three summers — Yaas’ in
2021, Amphan’ in 2020 and
Fani’ in 2019.
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Lift snag
i Kinnaur (HP): Five

construction workers
got trapped inside a
180-metre-deep tunnel
at the 150 MW Tidong
hydropower project
here after a technical
snag in a lift on
Saturday. Three of
them have been res-
cued. Efforts are on to
bring the other two
trapped workers out
of the tunnel, a dis-
trict official said.
Officials at the project
site said all the five
workers are safe. They
were coming out of
the tunnel after a shift
change using the lift
when it malfunc-
tioned, the officials
said. The rescued
workers have been
sent to a Reckong Peo
hospital, they said,
adding they would be
airlifted to Shimla for
better treatment, if re-
quired.

Woman robbed 
i Thane: Four uniden-

tified persons posing
as policemen robbed a
60-year-old woman of
her ornaments worth
Rs 1.2 lakh in
Maharashtra’s Thane
district, police said on
Saturday. The inci-
dent took place
around 11 am on
Friday when the vic-
tim, a resident of
neighbouring
Mumbai, was travel-
ling towards Thane on
Nashik highway, an
official of Kongaon
police station said.

3 more arrested 
i New Delhi: Police

have arrested three
more accused in the
communal clashes
that broke out in
northwest Delhi’s
Jahangirpuri during
a Hanuman Jayanti
procession last
month, officials said
on Saturday. With this,
36 people, including
three juveniles, have
been nabbed by the
police so far. While
Jahir Khan alias Jalil
(48) and Anabul alias
Sheikh (32) were
nabbed from
Jahangirpuri on
Friday, the third ac-
cused, Tabrez (40),
was arrested from the
same area on
Saturday, they said.

Tourist circuits
i Mathura (UP): The

Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment will develop 14
tourist circuits to pro-
mote tourism in the
state, a minister said
on Friday. One of
these 14 tourist cir-
cuits would be dedi-
cated to martyrs,
Uttar Pradesh
Minister for Tourism
and Culture Jayveer
Singh said. Braj
Bhoomi, the birth-
place of Lord
Krishna, would be de-
veloped as a new
tourist hub displaying
its ancient culture, the
minister said after in-
augurating the four-
day Amrit Sangeet
Utsav here.

Three killed
i Giridih

(Jharkhand): Three
people, including a
child, have been killed
and one person has
been injured in a head-
on collision between
two motorcycles in
Jharkhand’s Giridih
district, police said on
Saturday. The accident
took place near
Chirikiya Dam in
Pirtand Police Station
area late on Friday
evening. One of the
riders and his child
died while his wife is
undergoing treatment
at a hospital, an officer
said. The person rid-
ing the other motorcy-
cle has also died in the
accident, he said.

Bhubaneswar, May 07:

With an objective to in-
crease agricultural pro-
ductivity and the income
of farmers, JSPL
Foundation has launched
a special program Jindal
Krishi Vikash in Odisha
and Chhattisgarh. Under
this program, the
Foundation will support
the farmers, mainly the
small farmers with farm
mechanization equip-
ment. “Mechanisation of
farming is an important
input in modern agricul-
ture practices to enhance
agricultural productivity.
Most of the marginal
farmers in our country are
not able to afford the same,
which adversely affects
their farm income and
overall quality of life.
JSPL Foundation’s Jindal
Krishi Vikash program
aims to support the mar-
ginal farmers through
Farm Mechanization for a
sustainable increase in
production, productivity,
and access to cash income.

This will also reduce
human drudgery, and the
cost of farming and en-
hance farm production
and productivity,” said
Shallu Jindal,
Chairperson, JSPL
Foundation.

Under this program, the
farm mechanization ma-
chinery will be procured
by JSPL Foundation and
placed with a local farm-
ers’ organization like
Farmers’ Producer
Organization (FPO), Agro
Service Centres, Farmer’s
Club (FC), Farmer’s Club

Federation (FCF), Dairy
Society (DS), Village
Watershed Committee
(VWC), etc. The farmers’
organizations need to sign
an agreement with JSPL
Foundation to ensure that
the small and marginal
farmers will be getting the
maximum benefit from
the machinery. Farmers
can use the placed machin-
ery on a custom hiring
basis paying a nominal
amount to the farmers’ or-
ganization. The amount
will be used for mainte-
nance/replacement of the
equipment.

Each local farmers’ or-
ganization can get farm
mechanization machinery
up to Rs. 15 Lakhs exclud-
ing the subsidy given by
the government.
Equipment like tractors,
Power tiller, Reaper,
Power-driven seed drill,
Power Weeder, Power
sprayer, Pump set – 2 (5KV
/ 3KV), Tool kit /
Machinery Room, etc.
would be provided under
this program.

JSPL Foundation to provide farm mechanization
equipment to marginal farmers

Kolkata, May 07 (PTI) :

A five-foot-tall fibre
idol of Goddess Kali,
crafted in the lanes of
Kolkata’s potters’ colony
Kumartuli, is set to
adorn the British
Museum, which is
bringing together sculp-
tures, sacred objects and
artworks from across
the globe for an exhibi-
tion highlighting the
many faces of feminine
power.

Artisan Kaushik
Ghosh, who took a
month-and-half to make
the idol, said that he was
delighted to be a part of
an initiative that would
be celebrating and wor-
shipping femininity.

Ghosh was contacted
in December by Camden
Durga Puja, a committee
of NRI Bengalis in
London, for the project.

“As a Bengali and an
Indian, I am proud of
the fact that my creation

will find a place in the
museum among other
deities. I have used pre-
mium quality fibre and
paints to make the idol,
keeping in mind the
theme of the exhibition.
Ornaments embellish-
ing the idol are all gold-
plated,” the artisan ex-
plained.

The 35-kg idol of the
goddess will be in the
company of Egyptian
deity Sekhmet and
Greek’s Athena at the
museum.

The chairman of
Camden Durga Puja,
Ananda Gupta, who was
approached by Kayte
McSweeney from the
British Museum for col-
laboration, said that a
series of consultations
were held to explain to
her the significance of
the goddess, both in
Hinduism and in indi-
vidual lives and belief
systems. “It is a first-of-
its-kind exhibition,

which will be inaugurat-
ed on May 17. The idol
has already arrived at
the museum.
McSweeney and her col-
leagues, during the
course of their research,
witnessed Kali Puja or-
ganised by Camden com-
mittee and took note of
the rituals being per-
formed. They filmed the
entire process.

“Several rounds of
consultations were held
between McSweeney
and a panel formed by
Camden for the project.
It was then Kaushik
Ghosh, a well-known
clay modeler in
Kumartuli, was contact-
ed. It is as if Maa Kali
has arrived here in
London from the by-
lanes of Kumartuli,”
Gupta said.

An edited version of
the film shot by
McSweeney will be
made available to the
visitors of the museum.

The idol is now being
fumigated and readied
by the British Museum
authorities for the exhi-
bition, said Sunbir
Sanyal, the general sec-
retary of Camden com-
mittee. “Goddess Kali
will be introduced in a
section that explores
warrior goddesses and
aggressive female
deities who provide pro-
tection against earthly
or cosmic threats,” he
underlined. According
to the website of British
Museum, the exhibition
would try to gauge how
female authority was
perceived in ancient cul-
tures. “From wisdom,
passion and desire, to
war, justice and mercy,
the diverse expression of
female spiritual powers
around the world
prompt us to reflect on
how we perceive femi-
ninity and gender iden-
tity today,” the website
added.

Kolkata-made Kali idol to
adorn British Museum

Panaji, May 7 (PTI):

The Goa unit of the
Trinamool Congress (TMC)
has decided to set up an ad
hoc state level executive
committee with a view to
strengthen its base in the
state ahead of the 2024 Lok
Sabha polls.

The Mamata Banerjee-led
political outfit had failed to
open its account in the Goa
Assembly elections held in
February this year despite a
vociferous campaign.

Recently, the party ap-
pointed cricketer-turned-
politician Kirti Azad as it
in-charge for the state, re-
placing Lok Sabha MP
Mahua Moitra.

On Friday, Azad, in the
presence of party leader
Derek O’Brien, held a meet-
ing to take a stock of the
party’s future prospects in
the BJP-ruled coastal state.

“It was decided that the
party will install an ad hoc
state executive committee

with immediate effect for
the state,” a senior party
functionary told PTI.

Azad, during his interac-
tion with the party leaders
here, emphasised to work
with a renewed vigour in
view of the the upcoming
2024 Lok Sabha elections.

“The ad hoc committee
will work at the grassroot
level. The party will declare
its final committee later
later this year,” he said.

The TMC had recently
faced a setback in Goa after
its state unit president
Kiran Kandolkar quit the
party along with two other
members. The BJP, which
won 20 seats in the 40-mem-
ber House in the Assembly
polls, returned to power
with the support of two
MLAs of the
M a h a r a s h t r a w a d i
Gomantak Party (MGP) and
three Independents. The
MGP had contested the elec-
tions in alliance with the
TMC.

TMC to set up ad hoc
committee in Goa to

strengthen base in state

New Delhi, May 07 (PTI):

The National Green
Tribunal has cleared the
decks for the inland water-
way project on the stretch
of the Ganga river be-
tween Prayagraj and
Haldia which is also
known as the National
Waterway 1.

A bench headed by NGT
Chairperson Justice
Adarsh Kumar Goel said
there is no scope for this
tribunal to consider the
matter as far as this proj-
ect is concerned as the
Allahabad High Court has
already decided the issue.

The Inland Waterways
Authority told the tribunal
that the High Court, in its
April 28, 2016, order, al-
lowed the project subject
to receipt of all required
statutory clearances.

“We find that as far as
the present project is con-
cerned, the Allahabad
High Court order dated
April 28, 2016, clinches
the matter. In the face of
the said order, there is no
scope for this tribunal to
consider the matter as
far as this project is con-
cerned,” the NGT bench
said.

The High Court has ex-
pressly referred to the
issue of environmental
clearance and allowed
the project proponents to
proceed with the project
and get an environmen-
tal impact assessment
conducted after commis-
sioning of the project, it

said.
“Any contra order by

this tribunal will be im-
proper. Even if the order
of the High Court pro-
ceeded on the statement
of counsel, the same has
been operative for six
years and this tribunal is
not the forum to question
the same.

“As already suggested,
for future consideration,
MoEF (Ministry of
Environment, Forest and
Climate Change) may
study and clarify the mat-
ter for technical and gov-
ernance clarity for in-
land waterways proj-
ects,” the bench, also
comprising Justice
Sudhir Agarwal and ex-
pert member Prof. A
Senthil Vel, said.

The NGT, however, said
it would be open to an ag-
grieved party to take
remedy against any vio-
lation of environmental
norms in executing the
project, in accordance
with the law. It also noted
that the Union
Environment Ministry
has failed to respond to
its order to have the mat-
ter examined by experts.

“Affidavit dated March
11, 2019, does not show
consideration by any ex-
pert. Further, in view of
the stand of the Ministry
of Jal Shakti, the matter
is to be dealt with by
MoEF and not by MoJS
(Ministry of Jal Shakti),
as assumed in the last
order.

NGT clears decks for inland
waterway project on Ganga

river from Prayagraj to Haldia

Shallu Jindal, Chairperson,
JSPL Foundation 
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INVESTITURE CEREMONY

French President’s wife daughter Tiphaine Auziere (L) arrives with her family at the
Elysee presidential palace in Paris on Saturday, to attend the investiture ceremony of
Emmanuel Macron as French President, following his re-election last April 24.

BRIEF
Motherhood deferred

New York: For
Allyson Jacobs, life
in her 20s and 30s
was about focusing
on her career in
health care and en-
joying the social
scene in New York
City. It wasn’t until
she turned 40 that
she and her husband
started trying to
have children. They
had a son when she
was 42. Over the past
three decades, that
has become increas-
ingly common in the
U.S., as birthrates
have declined for
women in their 20s
and jumped for
women in their late
30s and early 40s, ac-
cording to a new re-
port from the U.S.
Census Bureau.

Powerful blast 
Havana: A powerful
explosion apparently
caused by a natural
gas leak killed at
least nine people and
injured 40 when it
blew away outer
walls from a luxury
hotel in the heart of
Cuba’s capital. No
tourists were staying
at Havana’s 96-room
Hotel Saratoga be-
cause it was under-
going renovations,
Havana Gov.
Reinaldo Garc a
Zapata told the
Communist Party
newspaper Granma.
“It has not been a
bomb or an attack.

Small plane crashes 
Savannah (US):
Crews searched wa-
ters off the coast of
Georgia for the pilot
of a small plane that
officials said crashed
into the Atlantic
Ocean. The National
Transportation
Safety Board re-
leased a statement
Friday saying it’s in-
vestigating what
caused the Cirrus
SR22 aircraft to go
down in waters
about 40 miles (64
kilometers) south-
east of Savannah.
The Federal Aviation
Administration con-
firmed only the pilot
was on board when
the single-engine
plane crashed at
about 9 a.m., news
outlets reported.

Avian flu
Portland (US): An
avian flu that’s
spreading quickly
across the US has
been detected in the
Pacific Northwest in
two backyard bird
flocks in rural Oregon
and Washington.
Several geese in a
noncommercial flock
of about 100 water-
fowl died suddenly on
a farm in Linn
County, Oregon, and
federal authorities
confirmed Friday that
they died of the avian
flu. It was the state’s
first case since 2015.

Tourist killed 
Irbil (Iraq): A
Danish national was
killed by a roadside
bomb while cycling
in northern Iraq, the
country’s local
Kurdish authorities
said Friday, blaming
Turkish Kurdish in-
surgents for planting
the device.
According to a state-
ment from police in
the Dohuk region,
Torbjorn Methmann
died in an explosion
on Thursday. Police
said Methmann and
his companion,
William Karlsson,
also a Danish nation-
al, were cycling in
the semiautonomous
Iraqi Kurdish region
when Methmann’s
bicycle struck the
roadside bomb.

United Nations, May 07 (PTI):

The UN Security
Council has expressed
deep concern” over the
“maintenance of peace
and security” of Ukraine
and backed efforts by
S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l
Antonio Guterres to find
a peaceful solution, issu-
ing a unanimous state-
ment on the conflict for
the first time since the
February 24 invasion by
Russia.

The 15-nation Council,
under the current month-
ly Presidency of the US,
unanimously adopted a
very brief Presidential
Statement on Ukraine
Friday.

In the statement, the

Council expresses deep
concern regarding the
maintenance of peace
and security of Ukraine.

The Presidential
Statement does not use
the terms war or conflict
for Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine, only recalling
that all member states
have undertaken, under

the Charter of the United
Nations, the obligation to
settle their international
disputes by peaceful
means.

The Security Council
also expressed strong sup-
port for the efforts of
S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l
Antonio Guterres in the
search for a peaceful solu-

tion. Guterres had
briefed the Council on
Thursday on his recent
visit to Russia and
Ukraine, where he had
met with President
Vladimir Putin and
President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy on April 26
and 28.

Throughout my travels,
I did not mince words. I
said the same thing in
Moscow as I did in
Kyiv...Namely that:
Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine is a violation of
its territorial integrity and
of the Charter of the
United Nations.

It must end for the sake
of the people of Ukraine,
Russia, and the entire
world, Guterres had said.

UN council backs UN chief’s
peace effort in its first action

London, May 07 (PTI):

An Indian-origin man
who was found guilty of a
violent robbery in east
London has been sen-
tenced to 20 years impris-
onment along with two of
his accomplices.

Ajaypal Singh, 28, had
pleaded guilty to the
charge of possession with
intent to supply and pos-
session of a pointed/blad-
ed article and was found
guilty of robbery at a trial
in November last year.

He was sentenced at
Snaresbrook Crown Court
on Friday to 20 years, with
an extended licence period
of five years allowing for a
further term dependent on
conduct.

“This result is the con-
clusion of a complex in-
vestigation into a serious
and violent crime that had
a significant impact on the
local community,” said
Detective Constable (DC)
Darren Warner from the
Specialist Crime
Command of the
Metropolitan Police, who
conducted the investiga-
tion.

“It also left a family, in-
cluding a young child, ter-
rified. They will never be
able to forget what hap-
pened to them that night. I
am grateful to the mem-
bers of the public who
came forward to assist the
investigation in the
Metropolitan Police we
know that we are most ef-
fective when we police
with the support of the
public, working together
to tackle those causing the
most harm,” he said.

In her sentencing re-
marks on Friday, Judge
Patricia Lees commended
DC Warner for his “intelli-
gent, honest and reason-
able” approach to the in-
vestigation.

It is clear to me that he
is an outstanding officer of
whom the MPS should be
proud, she said.

On May 1, 2020, police
were called to a residential
property in Upminster in
east London and found an
11-year-old boy who was in
a serious condition with a
gunshot wound. A man,
aged in his 40s, had also
sustained stab wounds to
his head.

Indian-origin man jailed for 20 years
for violent robbery in London

United Nations, May 07 (PTI):

The path of diplomacy
and dialogue should be the
only viable option for ad-
dressing the ongoing con-
flict in Ukraine and no so-
lution can be reached by
shedding blood, India has
said, as it reiterated its
deep concern at the wors-
ening situation in the East
European country.

Russia on Friday hosted
a Security Council Arria-
formula meeting on
Systematic and mass grave
violations of the interna-
tional humanitarian law
as well as other war crimes
committed by the
Ukrainian military per-
sonnel and militia and dis-
covered in the course of
the ongoing special mili-
tary operation of the
Russian armed forces.’

Counsellor in India’s
Permanent Mission to the
UN Pratik Mathur said
that India continues to re-
main deeply concerned at
the worsening situation in
Ukraine and reiterated the
call for the immediate ces-
sation of violence and end
to hostilities.

We believe that no solu-
tion can be arrived at by
shedding blood and at the
cost of innocent lives. We
have emphasised right
from the beginning of the
conflict that the path of
diplomacy and dialogue
should be the only viable
option, he said.

Mathur stressed that
India strongly condemned
the killing of civilians in
Bucha and supported the
call for an independent in-
vestigation. India also sup-
ports all efforts to alleviate
the suffering of the people
of Ukraine.

We believe that there
will be no winning side in
this conflict and while
everyone impacted by it
will continue to suffer,
diplomacy will be a lasting
casualty, he said.

He reiterated that India
agrees that the immediate
priority is the evacuation
of civilians from areas wit-
nessing intense fighting
and emphasised that it is
in our collective interest to
work constructively, both
inside the United Nations
and outside, towards seek-
ing an early resolution to

this conflict.
India again welcomes

the visit of Secretary-
General Antonio Guterres
to Moscow and Kyiv and
his engagement with the
leadership in Russia and
Ukraine, he said.

Mathur voiced apprecia-
tion for the efforts of the
United Nations in evacuat-
ing the civilian population
from Mariupol.

We hope these efforts
will extend to other areas
as well.

Guterres on Thursday
briefed the Council on his
recent visit to Russia and
Ukraine, where he had met
with President Vladimir
Putin and President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy on
April 26 and 28.
Throughout my travels, I
did not mince words. I said
the same thing in Moscow
as I did in Kyiv...Namely
that: Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine is a violation of
its territorial integrity and
of the Charter of the
United Nations. It must
end for the sake of the peo-
ple of Ukraine, Russia, and
the entire world, Guterres
had said.

Path of diplomacy, dialogue should be the only
viable option on Ukraine conflict: India

Seoul, May 07 (AP):

North Korea fired a sus-
pected ballistic missile to-
ward its eastern sea on
Saturday, the South Korean
and Japanese militaries said,
in its second launch this
week, apparently continuing
a provocative streak in
weapons demonstrations
that may culminate with a
nuclear test in the coming
weeks or months.

South Korea’s Joint Chiefs
of Staff didn’t immediately
say what kind of weapon the
North fired or how far it flew.
Japan’s Defence Ministry
said the launch was possibly
ballistic, but didn’t immedi-
ately provide the flight de-
tails.

The launch came three

days after South Korea and
Japan’s militaries detected
the North firing a suspected
ballistic missile from near its
capital, Pyongyang, on
Wednesday, and three days
before the inauguration of
South Korean President-
elect Yoon Suk Yeol, who has
vowed to take a tougher ap-
proach over the North’s nu-
clear ambitions.

The latest launch was like-
ly North Korea’s 15th round
of missile firings this year,
including its first test of an
intercontinental ballistic
missile since 2017 that
demonstrated potential
range to reach the entirety of
the US mainland.

Experts say the unusually
fast pace in testing activity
underscores a brinkmanship

aimed at forcing the United
States to accept the idea of
the North as a nuclear power
and remove crippling sanc-
tions. There are also signs
that North Korea is restoring
tunnels at a nuclear testing
ground, where it had con-
ducted its sixth and last nu-
clear test in September 2017,
in possible preparations for
another explosive test. North
Korean leader Kim Jong Un
has punctuated his missile
tests with statements warn-
ing that the North could
proactively use its nuclear
weapons if threatened or
provoked, which experts say
possibly portends an escala-
tory nuclear doctrine that
would create greater con-
cerns for South Korea and
Japan.

North Korea fires suspected missile into sea

Moscow, May 07:

Russian President
Vladimir Putin’s alleged
girlfriend, Alina
Kabaeva, is included in
the sixth proposed pack-
age of European Union
sanctions against Russia
over its invasion of
Ukraine. According to
two European diplomatic
sources, Kabaeva, who
has been romantically
linked to Putin was in-
cluded in proposed EU
sanctions list, reported
CNN. At this stage,
names can be taken off or
added at member states’
discretion and is expect-
ed to be a point of negoti-
ation when any new sanc-
tions package is pro-
posed, an EU
Commission source told
CNN. The EU has not offi-
cially signed off on the
draft proposal.

“Discussions are going
on. It’s not a piece of
cake, but we have to wait
and see,” one of the diplo-
matic sources told CNN.

Kabaeva, who was
born in 1983, was first
linked to Putin more than
a decade ago, while she
was a medal-winning
gymnast.

Putin, who is divorced,
has denied a relationship
with her.

Kabaeva and Putin re-
portedly met when she
was a young gymnast
who won multiple medals
domestically at European
competitions and at the
Olympic Games.

She was awarded the
gold medal for rhythmic
gymnastics at the Athens
Games in 2004.

Widely known in her
home country, she was
chosen as one of the
torch bearers when
Russia hosted the Winter
Olympics in Sochi in
2014, an event that took
place shortly before
Russia illegally annexed
Ukraine’s Crimean
Peninsula, reported
CNN. In April, the Wall
Street Journal reported
that United States offi-
cials had been debating
whether or not to place
sanctions on Kabaeva,
with concerns that such a
move might increase ten-
sions further because it
could be an extreme per-
sonal blow to Putin.

Putin’s alleged girlfriend
faces EU sanctions

Islamabad, May 07 (PTI):

At least 80 houses col-
lapsed in Khuzdar district
when a 5.2 magnitude earth-
quake struck Pakistan’s
Balochistan province, ren-
dering over 200 families
homeless, media reports
said on Saturday. According
to the meteorological office,
the quake’s epicenter was lo-
cated near Aurnaji, and hit
the area at 11.55 am on
Friday, the Dawn newspaper
reported. The earthquake
was felt for half a minute,
forcing the people to run out
of their homes into the
open, officials said. After the
major jolts, the area kept ex-
periencing aftershocks at
brief intervals. A vast area
of Aurnaji was affected by
the earthquake that demol-
ished over 80 houses while
big cracks appeared in 260

other houses, retired Major
Ilyas Kibzai, the deputy
commissioner of Khuzdar,
told Dawn, adding that most
of the destroyed houses
were built with mud. The
quake also damaged Nali,
Zamri, Barang, and
Nachkan Sonaro Lathi vil-
lages in the Wadh tehsil.
Fortunately, no human loss
was reported as most people
were busy in their routine
work outside their homes.
While those who were inside
left their houses as soon as
the jolts began, Kibzai said.
He said that over 200 fami-
lies were rendered homeless
as their houses were de-
stroyed, adding that soon
after receiving information
about the earthquake, relief
goods, including tents,
sheets, food items, and
drinking water, were dis-
patched for the quake-affect-

ed people.
However, he pointed out

that the rescue and relief
teams were facing difficulty
in reaching the affected vil-
lages as they were located in
hilly areas.

We have sent healthcare
teams along with medicines,
the deputy commissioner
said, adding that efforts
were also underway to pro-
vide emergency shelter to
the affected families.

Meanwhile, Balochistan
Chief Minister Mir Abdul
Qudoos Bizenjo expressed
serious concern over the fi-
nancial losses caused by the
earthquake to the local peo-
ple and directed the local ad-
ministration and the
Provincial Disaster
Management Authority to
immediately launch an ef-
fective relief operation in
the quake-hit areas.

Quake damager over 80 houses
in Pakistan’s Balochistan

W ith Mother's
Day right

around the corner,
many grateful and lov-
ing families are think-
ing about what to give
mum to show their ap-
preciation. Should you
give her chocolate?
Nope. Fancy soaps?
Nope. Fuzzy slippers,
pyjamas, scented can-
dles? No, no and no.
On this Mother's Day,
keep your cash and
give your wonderful
mother gifts that will
actually have a long-
term impact on her
health and well-
being.Do a chore that
mum hates and hold
onto it forever.

Research shows men have
increased the amount of time
spent on housework and child-
care and that mothers, over
time, are doing less (hooray!).
But, women still do more

housework than men, espe-
cially when kids are in the
home. Further, men tend to
pick up the more desirable
tasks, like cooking and playing
with the kids, leaving mothers
to do the less pleasurable
chores (think cleaning toilets
and clearing out fridges).

The chore divide in same-
sex relationships is generally
found to be more equal, but
some critique suggests equali-
ty may suffer once kids are in-
volved. This year give your
mum (or mums) the gift of
equal housework and child-
care sharing start by taking
the most-hated tasks and then
hold onto them forever.
Research shows housework in-
equality is bad for women's
mental health. Undervaluing
women's housework and un-
equal sharing of the chores de-
teriorates relationship quality,
and leads to divorce.

Housework and childcare
take up valuable time to keep
the family happy, harmonious
and thriving, often at the ex-
pense of mum's health and
well-being. So, skip the choco-
lates and show mum love by
doing the worst, most drudger-
ous and constant household
chores (hello, cleaning mouldy
showers!) and keep doing
these forever.

Initiate a mental unload
The mental load is all of the

planning, organising and
management work necessary
to keep the family running.
The mental load is often per-
ceived as list making or allo-
cating tasks to family mem-
bers. But, it's so much more it
is the emotional work that
goes with this thinking work.

The mental load is the
worry work that never ends
and can be done anywhere,
anytime and with anyone (in,
for example, said mouldy
shower). Because the mental
load is performed inside our
heads, it is invisible. That
means we don't know when we
or others are performing this
labour unless we really tune
in.

In fact, it is often when we
tune in through quiet time, re-
laxation or meditation that the
mental load rears its ugly
head. Suddenly you remind
yourself to buy oranges for the
weekend soccer game, organ-
ise a family movie night and
don't forget to check in on
nanna.

Women in heterosexual rela-
tionships are shown to do
more of the mental load with
serious consequences for their
mental health. But we don't
have a comprehensive meas-
urement of how much women
do it nor how it is allocated in
same-sex couples.

So, on this mothers' day
spend some time talking
about, cataloguing, and equal-
ising the family's mental load.

This isn't just making a list
about what has to be done but
also understanding how the
mental load connects to the
emotional health of the family,
and the person carrying this
invisible labour, worry and
stress.

Speak up for your mum 
and all caregivers

Families alone cannot bear
the brunt of the caregiving
necessary to keep us thriving.
Governments, workplaces and
local communities also play a

critical role. For this mothers'
day, pick an issue impacting
mothers (for example, equal
pay, affordable childcare or
paid family leave) and do one
thing to help move the needle.

Write a letter to your boss,
your local MP, or donate
money to an advocacy organi-
sation advancing gender
equality.

Or, role model these behav-
iours yourself normalise care-
giving as a critical piece of
being an effective worker, cre-
ate policies and practices that
support junior staff to care for
themselves, their families and
their communities and use
these policies.

Research shows men want
to be equal carers and sharers
but often fear what taking
time off for caregiving will
signal to their employer de-
spite evidence that fathers
who request flexible work are
perceived more favourably.

Appearing to be singularly
devoted to work was shown to
be impossible during the pan-
demic with kids, spouses, part-
ners, and pets home all day
long. Learning to create more
care-inclusive workplaces and
communities is critical.

Paid parental leave, afford-
able and accessible high-quali-
ty childcare, flexibility in how,
when and where we work and
greater investments in paid
sick leave, long-term disability
support and aged care are just
a few policies that would
strengthen the care safety net.

We will all be called upon to
care at some point in our lives
let's create the environments
that support caregiving for all,
not just mum.
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WHO's wrong data 

India and the World
Health Organization (WHO)
are at loggerheads over the
latter's new estimation of
mortality rates in India. The
truth will never be known
even by the Central
Government, because the
State Governments did the
data collection and report-
ing. If there is under report-
ing at the source it will only
flow down. But millions of
deaths can't be hidden.
There is some truth in the
WHO report, but I want to re-
mind it that nobody can hide
millions of deaths and that
too in a country where
Covid-related deaths are
compensated by States. The
bottom line, however, is that
the application numbers are
not anywhere near WHO's
numbers. Incidentally, data
from 11 States, which togeth-
er account for 75 per cent of
the country's death burden,
shows that the total number
of applications made for
compensation is less than
twice the combined death
toll in these States. In
Gujarat, the number of ap-
plications is over 10 times
the death tally, but in Kerala
the applications are less
than the recorded deaths.
The WHO numbers would
also imply that the Covid-19
deaths per million popula-
tion in India is 3,448, instead
of 384 according to the offi-
cial death toll. The global av-
erage for deaths per million
is about 804. In India, bar-
ring Goa, Kerala has the
highest deaths per million
population, of about 1,950
people, which is supposed to
be one of the best States in
keeping records. These all
clearly indicate that WHO's
facts and figures not only
about India's Covid toll of 4.7
million, but also other coun-
tries have created a big ques-
tion mark. Hence, even after
a few million deaths more
than actual Government
data in India, the WHO's
data was rightly rejected by
the Modi Government as
'lacks academic rigour'.

BBiiddyyuutt  KKuummaarr  CChhaatttteerrjjeeee,,  FFaarriiddaabbaadd

Convocation and award 
The convocation coat

given to the graduates in the
name of award is just a
cheap piece material with a
combination of repulsive
colours. The students are ex-
pressing their grievances by
claiming themselves as the
victims of convocation cere-
mony as they have con-
tributed a handsome
amount of money for it. It is
not only about the money,
'emotion' also matters. It is
the dream of students to feel
that they have graduated
through the respected cere-
mony of convocation. Why
are the authorities playing
with the students' emotions?
I request the Government to
look into the matter so that
such practices don't get re-
peated in the future.

HHiiyyaannjjaalleeee  RRaannggrraa,,  vviiaa  mmaaiill
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WHAT THEY TWEET!

VViiccee  PPrreessiiddeenntt  ooff
IInnddiiaa@@VVPPSSeeccrreettaarriiaatt

Pained to learn about the
loss of lives in a road acci-
dent on Yamuna express-
way. My thoughts are with
the bereaved family mem-
bers in this hour of grief.
My prayers for the speedy
recovery of the injured.

KKaappiill  SShhaarrmmaa@@KKaappiillSShhaarrmmaaKK99

When your dream comes true wonderful
time spent with the legend of our film
industry Mr @ikamalhaasan what an
actor n what a great human being.Thank
you for gracing our show sir  best wish-
es for #vikram love n regards always
#tkss #thekapilsharmashow.

SSuubbrraammaanniiaann  SSwwaammyy@@SSwwaammyy3399

Why deny Japan a most non- mili-

taristic country access for airlift-

ing civil supplies for Ukraine suf-

fering people?

KKeevviinn  PPiieetteerrsseenn@@KKPP2244

And the world of cricket
changed when T20 cricket
became a real player for
private owners. Every
sportsman is a brand!
You’re all going to have to
deal with that. They’ll go
where the cash is! 

NNiittiinn  GGaaddkkaarrii@@nniittiinn__ggaaddkkaarrii

The 4/6 laning of Bodhre to Dhule section of NH- 211 (New NH-52) in the State of Maharashtra under
#Bharatmala Pariyojana is ongoing as per schedule. #PragatiKaHighway #GatiShakti

Take on more housework, share the mental load and advocate for equality instead

IInnddiiaaTTooddaayy@@IInnddiiaaTTooddaayy

Japan bans coal imports from
Russia, will nuclear power be the
best alternative for the disaster-
prone nation? Watch to know
more.

P rime Minister Narendra Modi's three-nation European tour has
given a new dimension to India's 'Look West' policy that in-

volves not just strengthening ties with the EU but also with key EU
member states as his series of bilateral meetings aimed at boosting
ties in a range of areas including trade, energy and green technology.
His visit to Berlin, Copenhagen and Paris sought to “energise” bilater-
al relations with European majors, Germany and France, besides at-
tending the India-Nordic summit. The Ukraine issue also figured
prominently at the second India-Nordic summit attended by Prime
Minister Modi and his counterparts from Finland, Iceland, Sweden,
Norway and Denmark in Copenhagen. Modi said that India believes
no country will emerge victorious in the Russia-Ukraine war as all will
suffer losses and there will be a "more serious" impact on developing
and poor countries. This is because Germany has the biggest depend-
ence on Russian oil and gas (like India with Russian defence equip-
ment), and has been under pressure to reduce it. It has now decided
to stop import of Russian coal this summer and severely reduce gas
imports. Although the country is one of the bright spots in Europe’s
economic performance, an immediate ban on Russian gas will plunge
it into a deep recession besides triggering a surge in energy prices.
Shifting to clean energy is very much part of its agenda. Modi held
"productive talks" with his Danish counterpart Mette Frederiksen and
also attended a business summit to discuss economic linkages. The
second India-Nordic summit primarily focused on post-pandemic
economic recovery, climate change, renewable energy and the evolv-
ing global security scenario. 

On the sidelines of the summit, PM Modi held separate bilateral
meetings with his counterparts from Norway, Sweden, Iceland and
Finland. He met German Chancellor Olaf Scholz in Berlin and the two
leaders discussed key areas of bilateral cooperation under the overall
strategic partnership, as well as regional and global developments.
He also addressed the Indian community in Berlin. Modi, who was in
Paris for the final leg of his tour, held extensive talks with French
President Emmanuel Macron, who was re-elected to the top post
over a week back. He discussed with Macron issues of bilateral and
mutual interests as well as regional and global developments, amid
Russia's aggression against Ukraine. The most substantive outcome
of the 6th India-Germany inter-governmental consultations, co-
chaired by Modi and chancellor Olaf Scholz, was the declaration of in-
tent on a bilateral partnership on green and sustainable development,
with development assistance of 10 billion euros by 2030 to support
India’s green growth plans. Both nations have agreed to create a
green hydrogen taskforce and a partnership on renewables. They
also agreed to work on joint projects in third countries. There is also a
comprehensive partnership on migration and mobility to ease move-
ment of skilled Indian workers, which could serve to facilitate the
larger FTA between EU and India. In Copenhagen, both India and
Denmark resolved to take forward their green strategic partnership.
The summit with Nordic countries was also energy-related as they
are pioneers in clean energy, green technologies and innovation. With
this visit, PM Modi has signaled that Europe is an important part of
India’s strategic calculus.

PM’s Europe tour to boost
India’s ‘Look West’ policy

E lon Musk’s financial muscle is being felt all over the world.
After buying Twitter for $44 billion in cash a few days back,

Musk is now joking that Coca-Cola is next on his shopping list. In a list
of 2668 billionaires worldwide, India has 166 of them. But few Indian
billionaires make news for such audacious business deals as Musk
has just illustrated by acquiring Twitter. At a lightning pace, his offer
for Twitter which he said was his best and finally landed the most in-
fluential social media platform in his lap. Besides, everything about
Tesla's CEO is as enigmatic as awe-inspiring his businesses are. Elon
Musk is 50 years old, has been married thrice, and has 7 children. He
was almost getting married for the fourth time but it seems he junked
the plan because he doesn’t have time for family life. Famous
Canadian singer Grimes and Musk were in a relationship between
2018 and 2021 and has a boy born on 4 May 2020 and named X Æ A-
Xii. If you have difficulty pronouncing this name, you can simply call
him X. This name is inspired by artificial intelligence and many other
things. Musk says he doesn’t have a home and he sleeps in friends’
spare bedrooms. Grimes is now a semi-girlfriend because Musk does-
n’t have time to engage in a full-scale relationship. Musk’s first start-
up PayPal is worth $101 billion today. The system he is trying to put in
place at Tesla can one day produce a million cars every day. His space
exploration company SpaceX will launch 52 flights in 2022. Another of
his ventures, Starlink is ready to provide low-latency (high-speed) in-
ternet to the entire globe through low-orbit earth satellites, in con-
trast to underwater cables that provide the internet service now. His
company holds bitcoin on its balance sheet and his Japanese hunter
dog breed ShibaInu is the muse of a dozen altcoins, including one
named after his dog Floki, that holds roughly $100 billion in valuation.
Do all these even remotely sound like an Indian entrepreneur?
Gautam Adani, the richest Indian at the moment thanks to positive
fluctuations in the shares of some of his companies, and Mukesh
Ambani, whose Reliance Industries is currently riding high on Indian
retail business selling from groceries to diamonds, do not exude the
confidence that Elon Musk brings in his conversations. 

Coming back to Musk, what is it that makes him think of all those
impossible businesses -- from electric cars to space travel? Why is he
not interested in buying airports or selling diamonds, for instance? Or
why India is not producing entrepreneurs with the mindset that Musk
displays? It’s about India’s work culture! Take, for example, co-work-
ing space provider WeWork. This multinational company offers work-
ing space from $100 a month upwards. What it offers is a few furni-
ture pieces and internet in a building that it rents for this business
wherever it goes. India with 1.4 billion people which is a little shy of
Europe’s population twice over or 3.5 times that of America, Canada,
and South Africa put together doesn’t have a co-working culture.
Indian public infrastructures like schools, colleges, hospitals, parks,
and railway stations are highly under-utilized. India has millions of
people yearning for a place to work, set up a small business, or net-
work and collaborate with the people in their niche. Parks have mani-
cured greens, trees and flowers, fancy lighting, benches, but no elec-
trical outlets to charge a laptop, for instance. When we can’t provide
even so little as electricity to charge a laptop, how can you expect the
same system to provide the seed money, working capital, and money
to grow and expand businesses to millions of people across the coun-
try? The phenomenon that Elon Musk is today is rooted in his up-
bringing and his ability to think big and slog. For a business to be suc-
cessful and enduring, it has to offer credible solutions to a nagging
problem. So, selling edible oil is a big business in India and Adani is a
top player there as also in airports, seaports, and green energy. The
1.4 billion people need groceries and mobile phones so we’ve
Ambanis with their Reliance stores and Jio cellular plans.

Missing link between Elon
Musk & Indian Entrepreneurs

CENTRAL CHRONICLE,  RAIPUR,  SUNDAY,  MAY  08,  2022

A customer (R) buys mangoes at a stall at the Mango Mandi, an exclusive market for mangoes where all varieties of
mangoes grown across the country are sold, in Bangalore.

Don’t give mum chocolates for Mother’s Day

JJaasspprriitt  BBuummrraahh@@JJaasspprriittbbuummrraahh9933

Happy birthday to my lovely

wife! You deserve the very best

out of life because you are the

very best thing that has ever

happened to me.

LEAH RUPPANNER

EXCLUSIVE  MANGO MARKET
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BRIEF

Appointment

New Delhi: Tata
Motors  said it has
reappointed former
SBI Chairman Om
Prakash Bhatt as an
additional director till
March 7, 2026. The
company's board,
based on the recom-
mendation of the
nomination and remu-
neration committee,
has approved appoint-
ment of Bhatt as an
additional non-execu-
tive independent di-
rector for the second
consecutive term be-
ginning May 9, 2022,
Tata Motors said in a
regulatory filing. This
will be subject to ap-
proval of sharehold-
ers by way of a special
resolution in the
forthcoming annual
general meeting of
the company, it added.

Pre-tax profit 
New Delhi: Reliance
Retail Ltd  reported a
2.43 per cent increase
in pre-tax profit to Rs
3,705 crore for the
fourth quarter ended
March 2022. The com-
pany's gross revenue
stood at around Rs
1,99,704 crore in the
last fiscal. The retail
arm of Reliance
Industries Ltd (RIL)
had posted a pre-tax
profit or EBITDA
(Earnings Before
Interest, Tax,
Depreciation and
Amortisation) of Rs
3,617 crore in the 2021
March quarter. Its rev-
enue from operations
of the organised retail
segment stood at Rs
50,834 crore in the lat-
est March quarter, up
23.09 per cent from Rs
41,296 crore in the
year-ago period.

Bilateral meetings

New Delhi:

Agriculture Minister
Narendra Singh
Tomar will visit Israel
during May 8-11 for bi-
lateral meetings be-
tween the countries
and discuss various is-
sues related to the
farm sector. A delega-
tion under the leader-
ship of Tomar is going
to visit Israel from
May 8-11, 2022, on the
invitation from Oded
Forer, Minister of
Agriculture of Israel,
for bilateral meetings
to discuss various is-
sues related to agri-
culture between two
countries.

NIELIT centres 
New Delhi: Minister
of State for Electronics
and IT,
Entrepreneurship and
Skill Development
Rajeev Chandrasekhar
inaugurated five cen-
tres of NIELIT in the
North East region for
skill enhancement of
educated youth. These
five centres of
National Institute of
Electronics and
Information
Technology (NIELIT)
are located in
Dibrugarh, Dimapur,
Jorhat, Pasighat and
Senapati, according to
a release.
Chandrasekhar inau-
gurated the five
NIELIT centres in
North East, and
termed them as gate-
ways for the prosperity
of youth in the region.

Mumbai, May 07:  

Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman on
Saturday flagged
anonymity as an "inher-
ent risk" in blockchain
technology and called for
taking precaution in fu-
ture with a rise in the use
of this technology. The fi-
nance minister made it
clear that using the dis-
tributed ledger technolo-
gy (DLT), which is also
called as blockchain, is
absolutely imperative and
the government also sup-
ports the use of the same.

The minister's remarks
come ahead of the launch
of the budgetary an-
nouncement of central
bank digital currency
(CBDC) which is based on
the blockchain technolo-
gy itself and is billed as
being similar to the paper
currency carried in our
wallets. the anonymity is
what ... one unknown ele-

ment in this whole thing.
The anonymity of the per-
son or whoever or the
robot is the one which we
have to be absolutely
readying ourselves as a
future challenge,
Sitharaman said, address-
ing an NSDL event here.

Sitharaman said the
DLT is a beautiful tech-
nology which will help in
democratisation but
flagged anonymity as an
inherent risk which we
need to guard ourselves
from. Terming anonymity

as a powerful imponder-
able in the whole equa-
tion, Sitharaman said,
"unless we are able to
guard ourselves against
that anonymous element
which can itself pose an
inherent risk, we proba-
bly will be exposing our-
selves much more than
ever we would have imag-
ined." Sitharaman com-
mended capital markets
regulator Sebi chief
Madhabi Puri Buch, who
spoke before her at the
same event, for rightly

warning us about the risk
of anonymity, and also for
advocating DLTs. Buch
said we do not wish to
have anonymity in the
CBDC, which is supposed
to be introduced during
the fiscal by banking reg-
ulator RBI. As per the cen-
tral bank, considerable
progress has been made
regarding the introduc-
tion of the CBDC.
Meanwhile, Sitharaman
said private cryptocurren-
cy assets like Bitcoins are
fairly well spread in India.
Buch said strengths of
DLTs include transparen-
cy, real time, infinite divis-
ibility and it being a cost
effective medium.
Sitharaman said the retail
investment journey has
transformed in the last
two or three years, with
new demat account open-
ing zooming to 26 lakh per
month in FY22 from 12
lakh in FY21 and just 4
lakh a month in FY20.

FM flags anonymity as ‘inherent
risk’ in use of blockchain

New Delhi, May 07:  

Mortgage lender HDFC
Ltd on Saturday announced
an increase in its bench-
mark lending rate by 30
basis points (bps), a move
that will make loans dearer
for both existing and new
borrowers. The move
comes just days after sever-
al lenders, including ICICI
Bank, Bank of Baroda and
Bank of India, raised inter-
est rates following the
Reserve Bank of India's
surprise repo rate hike on
Wednesday.

"HDFC increases its
Retail Prime Lending Rate
(RPLR) on housing loans,
on which its Adjustable
Rate Home Loans (ARHL)
are benchmarked, by 30
basis points, with effect
from May 9, 2022," the hous-
ing finance company said
in a statement. The revised
rates for new borrowers
range between 7 per cent
and 7.45 per cent, depend-
ing on credit and loan
amount. The existing range
is 6.70 per cent to 7.15 per
cent. For existing cus-
tomers, the rates would rise

by 30 basis points or (0.3 per
cent). Earlier this month,
HDFC had increased its
benchmark lending rate by
5 basis points making EMI
for existing borrowers ex-
pensive.

HDFC follows a 3-month
cycle for repricing its loans
to existing customers. So,
the loans will be revised in
sync with increased lend-
ing rate based on the date of
the first disbursement.
Financial institutions are
on an interest rate hike
spree following increase in
repo rate and cash reserve
ratio (percentage of total
deposit of the banks kept
with RBI) by 40 basis points
and 50 basis points respec-
tively announced by the
RBI earlier this week.

After an out-of-turn
Monetary Policy
Committee (MPC) meeting,
the Reserve Bank on
Wednesday hiked the
benchmark repo rate -- the
short-term lending rate it
charges to banks -- by 0.40
per cent to 4.40 per cent
with immediate effect,
aimed at taming soaring in-
flation.

HDFC hikes lending rate by 
30 bps; loans to become dearer

Chennai, May 07:  

Dr. Lakshmi Venu has taken
over as the Managing Director
of Sundaram-Clayton Limited
(SCL), one of India’s leading
auto components manufactur-
er at the board meeting held
today. Dr. Venu was the Joint
Managing Director of
Sundaram Clayton.
Dr. Lakshmi Venu has been
leading Sundaram Clayton
from the forefront with
aplomb for over a decade now.
She has been the lead archi-
tect of establishing Sundaram
Clayton’s global footprint. Her
decision to set up a foundry in
the US three years ago in 2019
in Dorchester, South Carolina
was almost prescient, as most
US-based customers were
looking for on-shore foundry
units to reduce supply chain
risks and curtail carbon foot-
print.
She managed the turnaround
of Sundaram Clayton Ltd. to
make it a competitive foundry
in the world, and has built
deep customer relationships
with Cummins, Hyundai,
Volvo, Paccar and Daimler. 

Dr. Lakshmi Venu
takes over as MD of
Sundaram-Clayton

Limited

Raipur, May 07: 

State-run lender
Canara Bank on Friday
reported a 64.90 per cent
jump in its March quarter
net at Rs 1,666 crore on the
back of a rise in core in-
terest income and a de-
crease in money set aside
for bad debts. The
Bengaluru-headquar-
tered bank closed FY22
with a net profit of Rs
5,678 crore, which was
more than double of the
year-ago period.

For the reporting quar-
ter, its core net interest in-
come rose by nearly 25 per
cent to Rs 7,005 crore, on
the back of a 9.77 per cent
growth in credit and a 0.42
per cent widening in the
net interest margin to 2.93
per cent.

The total non-interest
income decreased by 5.12
per cent in March quarter

to Rs 4,462 crore, largely
because of a massive de-
cline in recoveries from
written-off accounts when
compared with the year-
ago period.

The overall provisions
rose by 8 per cent to Rs
4,536 crore during the
quarter, but the money set
aside for non-performing
assets declined by 52 per
cent to Rs 2,130 crore.
However, there was a
sharp spike in provisions
for non performing invest-
ments in the March quar-
ter, with Rs 1,035 crore
being set aside, as against

a write-back of Rs 244
crore in the year-ago peri-
od.

The fresh slippages
came down to Rs 3,619
crore in March 2022 quar-
ter, as against Rs 14,495
crore in the year-ago quar-
ter, which resulted in the
gross non-performing as-
sets ratio declining to 7.51
per cent, from 8.93 per cent
in the year-ago period. The
bank's managing director
and chief executive L V
Prabhakar told reporters
that it plans to trim the
gross non-performing as-
sets (GNPAs) down fur-
ther to 6 per cent by end of
FY23. The lender will be
aiming for an 8 per cent
overall growth in ad-
vances, which will include
10 per cent growth in retail
and will also be doing cor-
porate loans, he said,
adding that it has a project
loans pipeline of Rs 35,000

crore. Corporate demand
is coming from renewable
energy, health, steel and
infrastructure, he said.
The bank also plans to
widen the overall Net in-
terest margin (NIM) to 2.90
per cent in FY23, as
against the 2.82 per cent it
got in FY22, he said. It is
also targeting to raise the
proportion of the low-cost
current and saving ac-
count deposits to 38 per
cent from the present 36
per cent. The overall capi-
tal adequacy, after pay-
ment of dividend, stood at
14.90 per cent as of March
31, 2022. The bank may
raise up to Rs 9,000 crore
through additional tier-I,
or tier-2 bond sales during
the fiscal year, Prabhakar
said, adding that though it
is comfortable with core
capital, its board will be
deliberating on a proposal
at its next meeting.

Canara Bank Q4 Results: Net Profit rises
64 per cent, NPA provisions decline

New Delhi, May 07: 

Union minister Nitin
Gadkari on Saturday said
his aim is to develop at
least one automobile
scrapping facility within
150 kilometres from each
city centre, while asserting
that the country has the
potential to become a vehi-
cle scrapping hub of the
entire South Asian region.

Addressing an event
here, Gadkari said the
National Vehicle
Scrappage Policy is a key
initiative in the Indian
transport and sustainabili-
ty sector, and this will en-
able the removal of older
and unfit vehicles and in-
troduction of new lesser-
polluting vehicles in a
phased manner. "My aim is
to develop a vehicle scrap-
ping centre within the
reach of 150 km from all
the city centres," the road
transport and highways
minister said. Gadkari

noted that the road trans-
port and highways min-
istry has designed the ve-
hicle scrapping policy in a
way that allows all types
and sizes of investors to
come and establish scrap-
ping centres.

"Developing a large
number of vehicle scrap-
ping centres, we can also
develop multiple autho-
rised collection centres of
vehicle scrapping units in
one city, which will have
the authority to deregister
a vehicle and issue deposit
certificates," he said.
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi had launched the

National Vehicle
Scrappage Policy in
August last year and had
said it will help phase out
unfit and polluting vehi-
cles and also promote a cir-
cular economy. He had also
said that the material recy-
cling sector gives direct
and indirect employment
to 4 crore people and this
number is expected to go
up to 5 crore by 2025. At
Friday's event Gadkari
said: "India has potential
to become a vehicle scrap-
ping hub of the entire
South Asian region. We
can import a large number
of old vehicles from
Bangladesh, Bhutan,
Myanmar, Maldives, Nepal
and Sri Lanka for scrap-
ping in our country."

The minister also ob-
served that there is a chal-
lenge to establish a circu-
lar economy to recover
maximum value from the
scrap or end-of-life vehi-
cles.

Govt aims to develop vehicle scrapping
facilities within 150 kms from city centres

New Delhi, May 07:  

There are huge opportu-
nities for increasing coop-
eration in areas like
tourism, design, digital
world, services, goods and
education between India
and Italy to boost econom-
ic ties, commerce and in-
dustry minister Piyush
Goyal saidAgriculture
Minister Narendra Singh
Tomar. He said that the
large size of the domestic
market, availability of tal-
ent pool and the world of
opportunity that India
provides can help
strengthen business ties
between the two countries.

"India offers probably

the largest business oppor-
tunities available any-
where in the world as we
progress from USD 3-tril-

lion economy today to a
USD 10-trillion economy
in ten years and towards
USD 30-trillion economy

in 20-odd years and to a
USD 50-trillion economy,
which I believe we all are
committed to, particularly
when we see that we still
are at very, very initial
stages of development in
the country," Goyal said at
the India-Italy business
round-table with Italian
foreign minister Luigi Di
Maio. The Italian foreign
minister said that both the
countries are experienc-
ing a dynamic economic
cooperation. Many Italian
companies in their long-
term strategy consider
India as a key country
whose market will drive
growth on a global scale,
the Italian minister said.

India, Italy have huge opportunities
to boost economic ties: Piyush Goyal

Union Minister for Commerce & Industry Piyush Goyal with
Deputy Managing Director in the Export-Import Bank of India, N.
Ramesh during a summit on Enhancing Global Opportunities for
Indian Project Exporters, in New Delhi on Thursday.

Mumbai, May 07: 

The unexpected interest
rate hike by the RBI on
Wednesday will have the
banking system on aver-
age making a 10-15 bps
gains on the yields, with
private banks making
larger gains as 57 per cent
of their loans are linked to
external benchmark rate
and 40 per cent to the mar-
ginal cost of lending rates,
as per a report.

Stating that lenders and
borrowers will face
volatile times with the
Reserve Bank raising the
repo rate by 40 bps to 4.40
per cent and the cash re-
serve ratio (CRR) by 50 bps
on May 4 in an off-cycle

policy move, India Ratings
said the market rates had
already been moving high-
er before the move.

The 364-day T-bills have
moved up 120 bps and 10-
year G-sec by 140 bps since
May 2020, when the repo
rate was cut to a record 4
per cent, which led to an
expectation of a faster and
sharper rise in interest
rates in the system but the
central bank stayed the
course to support the frag-
ile economy battered by the
pandemic. Banks' overall
yield can improve by about
15 bps, as at the system
level as of December 2021,
39.2 per cent of the loans
were based on the external
benchmark based lending

rate (EBLR) and 53.1 per
cent on the marginal cost
of funds based lending rate
(MCLR), the agency said.
Since there will be a direct
and more immediate im-
pact on loans based on
EBLR, those based on the
MCLR will be gradual and
therefore at the system
level, the yields will rise by
10-15 bps due to the repo
hike but private lenders
will benefit more given that
57 per cent of their loans
are linked to EBLR, and
39.9 per cent are linked to
MCLR, the agency said.

In the case of public sec-
tor banks, about 28.3 per
cent of advances are based
on EBLR and 61.3 per cent
on MCLR.

Lenders to get 10-15 bps margin
gains from rate hike: Report

New Delhi, May 07: 

The unemployment rate
for persons of 15 years and
above in urban areas
slipped to 8.7 per cent in
October-December 2021
from 10.3 per cent in the
year-ago quarter, showed a
periodic labour force sur-
vey by the National
Statistical Office (NSO).
Joblessness or unemploy-
ment rate (UR) is defined
as the percentage of unem-
ployed persons in the
labour force.

Joblessness was high in
October-December in 2020
mainly due to the stagger-
ing impact of the lock-
down restrictions in the
country, which were im-

posed to curb the spread of
the deadly coronavirus.
The unemployment rate
for persons of age 15 years
and above in July-
September 2021 was 9.8 per
cent in urban areas, the
13th Periodic Labour Force
Survey (PLFS) showed.

It also showed that the
unemployment rate
among females (aged 15
years and above) in urban
areas also declined to 10.5
per cent in October-
December 2021 from 13.1
per cent a year ago. It was
11.6 per cent in July-
September 2021. Among
males, the unemployment
rate in urban areas also
dipped to 8.3 per cent in
October-December 2021

compared to 9.5 per cent a
year ago. It was 9.3 per cent
in July-September 2021.
Labour force participation
rate in CWS (current week-
ly status) in urban areas
for persons 15 years of age
and above remained un-
changed at 47.3 per cent in
the October-December
quarter of 2021, compared
to the same period a year
ago. It was 46.9 per cent in
July-September 2021.
Labour force refers to the
part of the population
which supplies or offers to
supply labour for pursuing
economic activities for the
production of goods and
services and therefore, in-
cludes both employed and
unemployed persons.

Unemployment rate at 8.7 pc
in Oct-Dec 2021: NSO survey

Mumbai, May 07:  

The government
has allowed a 50
per cent concession
in revenue share
for coal gasifica-
tion, Union
Minister of Coal,
Mines and Parliamentary
Affairs Pralhad Joshi said.
"In order to support coal
gasification and availabili-
ty of coal for the sector on
concessional rate,
Ministry of Coal has intro-
duced a policy for conces-
sions of 50 per cent in rev-
enue share for commercial
auction of coal blocks," the
minister said while ad-

dressing an investor's meet
on 'Coal Gasification - Way
Forward' here.

Further, the
minister also
pitched for options
like manufactur-
ing hydrogen from
coal to help India
become energy in-
dependent. Coal
gasification is con-
sidered a cleaner

option compared to burn-
ing coal and facilitates the
utilisation of the chemical
properties of coal.
Minister of State for Coal,
Mines and Railways
Raosaheb Patil Danve, who
was present on the occa-
sion, said that 'Coal
Gasification' is the need of
the hour and a step to-
wards a sustainable future.

Govt allows 50 pc concession
in revenue share: Coal Min

̈ For promotion of
coal gasification

New Delhi, May 07: 

Expressing concern
over high amount of car-
bon emissions from the do-
mestic iron and steel sec-
tor, steel minister Ram
Chandra Prasad Singh
urged industry stakehold-
ers to come together and
develop an action plan to
address the issue. The iron
and steel sector is chal-
lenging with regard to re-
duction in carbon dioxide
(CO2) emissions, the min-
ister said at the meeting of
the parliamentary consul-
tative committee for the
ministry of steel held in
Shimla, according to an of-
ficial statement issued
here. During the meeting
on 'transition towards
green steel', he said the

emissions from the Indian
iron and steel industry is
higher primarily due to
higher usage of coal-based
energy source and as re-
ductant. "The minister
urged the stakeholders to
come together in the devel-
opment of a time-bound
action plan and concerted
efforts for lowering of the
emissions from the steel
industry...," the statement
said.

Co2 emissions higher
in steel sector: Govt

'Sab Satrangi' actress
Manika Mehrotra, essaying

the role of Shweta, talks about
the upcoming sequence and

how her comeback in the show
will make the storyline
intriguing.
She says: "I am truly excit-
ed to be back in 'Sab
Satrangi'. Shweta's charac-
ter is returning at a critical
juncture and her entry is
surely going to disrupt life
for Mannu (Mohit
Kumar) and Gargi

(Kangan Baruah)."

As the actress was just seen in
2-3 episodes, she is sure her
audience would love to watch
her traits and intent. So, there is
an interest quotient that will add
up to the daily soap.
"They would be up for a real
surprise now as the lesser
known nuances of her character
start playing out. She is here for
a purpose and it would be inter-
esting to see how she affects
everyone around. I would urge
the audience to keep watching
Sab Satrangi and gear up for the
twists ahead," she adds. 

A
ctress Kajal Pisal, currently seen playing the role of Asha in
TV show 'Sirf Tum', is excited as her role in the show turns
out to be negative in the upcoming track. She says: "I'm excit-

ed as my role in the show is turning negative. I personally enjoy
doing negative roles. Earlier I played a grey shaded role but now
it's a pure negative one. I hope my audience will accept and enjoy

my new onscreen image." Kajal is not bothered about trolls. She
continues: "I have actually heard and read

about an actress playing a vamp get-
ting trolled over social media.

But I also feel that now the
audience should be aware
and understand that it's
just a role which we act for.
We are not so negative in

our real lives. Like we share
a friendly bond with everyone on set and off camera

we are friends." Talking ahead about being typecast for
negative roles ahead in her acting career. She adds:

"Actually I'm also not afraid of getting typecast.
Till the time I'm getting good work and a great

screen timing I'm okay doing negative roles."
Kajal is known for featuring in iconic shows like 'Bade Achhe Lagte Hain',

'Saath Nibhaana Saathiya' and 'Naagin 5', among others.

Kajal Pisal goes bad
for ‘Sirf Tum’ 

B
ollywood star
Akshay Kumar is
gearing up for the

release of his historical
film 'Prithviraj.

Given the subject, direc-
tor Chandraprakash
Dwivedi wanted the film to
be the most authentic rep-
resentation of Samrat
Prithviraj Chauhan's life
and for that Yash Raj
Film's head honcho Aditya
Chopra converted an entire
floor of YRF into a re-
search wing for the film.

Akshay shared: "When I
was narrated the film by
Dr. Saab, I was taken
aback by the amount of re-
search that he has done
while writing this film.
Writing and directing a
historical is not an easy job
and I was deeply impressed
that he has left no stone un-
turned to ensure that we
are paying the most glori-
ous tribute to Samrat
Prithviraj Chauhan's life
and valour.

The film is based on the
life and valour of the fear-

less and mighty Samrat
Prithviraj Chauhan.
Akshay is essaying the

role of the legendary
warrior who fought
valiantly against
the merciless in-
v a d e r
Muhammad of
Ghor

The actor
said: "He

waited for 18
years of his life
nurturing and
m a k i n g
Prithviraj the

most glorious
retelling of
t h e
Samrat's
life! I hope

that people
love this film

and it becomes the most au-

thentic reference point for
the mighty king's life."

The film's director
shared that they wanted to
pay the "biggest and the
most glorious tribute to
Samrat Prithviraj."

"We did everything neces-
sary to ensure that we were
making the most authentic
retelling of the life and
times of the mighty Hindu
warrior! Step one to at-
tempt such an extravagant
historical is always re-
search and we wanted to be
absolutely thorough and
accurate."

Dwivedi had personally
worked on the script from
2004 to 2019 "updating the
script" every year.

"So, naturally, I had a lot
of material that could be
used as reference points to
write the final draft of the
film and it could also be
used as additional litera-
ture for us and the actors to
revisit during the course of
its making the film.

"There were several
books, a variety of cos-
tumes that were being used
as references, armour and
weapons, etc. that were
brought into YRF before
the filming started."

He added: "There were so
many items that Aditya
Chopra converted an entire
floor of YRF into a re-
search wing for
'Prithviraj'.

"We kept the research bay
fully operational till the
last day of shoot! Now, we
are exploring a plan to
showcase all this research
work to people and the
teams are working to see
how best they can display
this research so that people
understand the magnitude
of work that was undertak-
en to give the best possible
salute to the glorious king
Prithviraj."

ACROSS

1. Got up

6. Diplomacy

10. Swiss mountains

14. Trim trees

15. Norway's capital

16. Cut of meat

17. New Year's Day promise

19. Common skin problem

20. So far

21. Formal agreement

22. Spouse

23. Lend a ____

24. Use crayons

25. Appraise

28. Trimmed the border

31. Norse god

32. Cleaned (clothes)

36. "____ the ramparts..."

37. Like some library books

39. Famous boxer

40. Fabrics

42. Feels sick

43. Baby tender

44. French brandy

46. Odor

49. Aria

50. Skirt length

51. Scheduled

54. Donkey

57. Deferred savings accts.

58. Ellen DeGeneres, e.g.

60. Pinball no-no

61. Highest point

62. "Sesame Street" character

63. Bonnets

64. Implement

65. Oozes

DOWN

1. Nimble

2. Lumber source

3. Drive out

4. Lennon's Yoko ____

5. River mouths

6. Lugged

7. The Orient

8. Coagulate

9. Acting award

10. With ice cream (3 wds.)

11. Regional

12. Spotted horse

13. Scoff

18. Large vases

23. Not him

24. Surrender

25. Potent particle

26. Mets' old stadium

27. Variety

28. Ahead of time
29. Flops
30. African antelope
32. Tilt
33. Drizzle
34. Singer ____ Fitzgerald
35. Part of DJ
37. Voiced
38. Wine (Fr.)
41. Signs up
42. Time past
44. College woman
45. Golden ____
46. Will ____ of "Men in Black"
47. "Ave ____"
48. Glorify
49. Strong metal
51. Begone!
52. Daft
53. Bullets, for short
54. "The Diary of ____ Frank"
55. Barbershop sound
56. Watches
59. Poet's "before"
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Have you been reviewing your family
history lately, Aquarius? Of special
interest is your cultural background.
What educational, social, and religious
environment were you born into? What
are its values? In the end, do you feel a
strong affinity with them now or are
those views different from the ones
you hold? 

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

It's time to elevate your sense of self, Pisces.
You're just as good as anyone else, so why
don't you believe it? The problem is that
you're very sensitive about having an ego.
Even though you know everyone does, you
punish yourself for its existence! This is a
noble idea, but it doesn't do you any good.
You'll never be perfect and neither will any-
one else. What are you worrying about?

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

Today your intellectual and expressive
abilities should receive a boost from the
planets. It's an excellent time to organize
your thoughts about presenting a project
to a possible collaborator, engage in
trade, or write. In terms of your private
life, it's also a good time to examine the
latest events, certain aspects of which
are still partially misunderstood.

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

Overall, the forecast for today is fairly
good. The aspects seem to favor figur-
ing out the meaning of all that's tran-
spired over the past several weeks. It's
an opportunity for you to take a leisure-
ly look at the distance you've covered
moving toward your goals. 

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

Have you felt somewhat lost for the past
few days? The fog may lift today and
enable you to situate yourself at last.
You're probably eager to settle a ques-
tion that has nagged at you and inter-
fered with your judgment. However, you
should be patient, especially if it has to
do with emotional matters. 

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

You may have been feeling somewhat
disillusioned. Perhaps you lost sight of
your goals or misplaced your faith in
yourself. You'll feel some relief begin-
ning today. This is an opportunity to end
what has been a somewhat apathetic
and moody phase and begin a new one
that's based on work and meditation. 

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

You might be tempted to settle certain
matters by radical means. The vision-
ary part of you means you're painfully
aware of the world's wrongs. You see
no reason not to take action to correct
them. But the forces in play are so
powerful that you can't expect to insti-
tute a new order in one day. 

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Today will be fairly calm in terms of
outside events, but your inner world is
likely to be in a rush of activity. Today
you wish you could find the solution to
your heartaches as well as your career
predicaments. You'd like to achieve
some supreme understanding of the
events that took place over the past
month. 

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

You have a lot of thinking to do about
your professional goals, Libra. You'll go
over the elements to see if there isn't
some way to approach things different-
ly. Are there new paths you could try or
ways to improve things? Your mind will
go a thousand miles a minute today. 

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

You just can't do everything at once,
Scorpio. How do you expect to reduce your
stress and recuperate while at the same
time continue to be a superstar performer
in every area of your life? Don't pressure
yourself to perform today. If you do, you're
likely to deplete your reserves even further.
Take it easy, rest, and relax! You've earned
this little break.

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

This is a good moment to adapt your logic
and reason to reality, Sagittarius. If you
don't, you're going to run into some intellec-
tual problems. Everyone knows that you find
new ideas plentiful, but unless you have
plans to be a novelist, link your thinking to
reality. The "pie in the sky" thinking that you
engage in isn't particularly useful to the rest
of us living here in the real world.

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

It's going to be a little difficult talking to you
today, Capricorn. You, who can be easily
influenced by others, will be listening to and
criticizing everything that people say.
Nothing emotional or vague is going to get
into your head. It's as if you've installed an
extremely fine filter that lets in only what you
allow. You're going to appear to be a real
expert. Don't show off too much!

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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Akshay Kumar:
Writing and directing 

a historical is not 
an easy job 

M
ika Singh ap-
pears on the
grand set of the

biggest show in India
right now, Star Plus’s
‘Anupamaa’. Mika Singh
appears as Friend of the
Groom, ‘Anuj’, energizing
the whole #MaAn
Sangeet! The set came
alive with Mika Singh’s
presence and everyone
felt the urge to rock out
with him. The extrava-
gant setting of the show
‘Anupamaa’ absolutely
completed Mika Singh’s
fiery look for the special
occasion!

Mika Singh, along with
the cast and crew of
‘Anupamaa’, performed
the hook – step from the
Title track of his upcom-
ing Star Bharat show
‘Swayamvar – Mika Di
Vohti’, where he will be
seen facing the biggest,
most important decision
of his life. Everyone on
the set of ‘Anupamaa’ en-
joyed breaking out into
their own dance moves
and groove to Mika
Singh’s beats.

Mika Singh will em-

bark on the most impor-
tant journey of his life
and look for that special

someone to spend his life
with. Stay tuned for Mika
Singh’s new show

‘Swayamvar – Mika Di
Vohti’ only on Star
Bharat!

Mika Singh appears on
Star Plus’ show ‘Anupama’

C
OLORS is ready to
bring back with
the action-packed

new season of Khatron
Ke Khiladi and it is going
to be bigger and better
than ever before. All the
action is set to unfold
soon and as the demigod
of action, Rohit Shetty
and daredevil contest-
ants are set to head to
Cape Town for the new
adventure. To make the
season a thrilling one, an
eclectic mix of contest-
ants will put aside their
deepest fears and per-
form some exceptional
stunts.

Rubina Dilaik, Rajiv
Adatia, Chetna Pande,
Shivangi Joshi, Sriti Jha,
Tushar Kalia and Erika
Packard are all set to be
the part of Khatron Ke

Khiladi 12.
After lifting Bigg Boss

14’s trophy Rubina Dilaik
proved to be a headstrong
personality and now the
boss lady will dare to
challenge her deadliest
fears this season.
Embarking on this jour-
ney, Rubina Dilaik said,
“I have endured many ob-
stacles in life that have
made me stronger, and I
am very motivated and
excited to be on ‘Khatron
Ke Khiladi’. I am confi-
dent that with Rohit
Shetty sir’s guidance, I
will be able to achieve
more than I have set for
myself. Much love to all
my fans and I want them
to support me in this new
endeavour.”

Khatron Ke Khiladi
will air soon on COLORS.

Khatron Ke Khiladi-12

contestants revealed

Manika Mehrotra opens up on
her comeback in ‘Sab Satrangi’ 
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Bangkok, May 07 (PTI):

Focus will be on double
Olympic medallist P V
Sindhu and World
Championships bronze
winner Lakshya Sen as
the Indian badminton con-
tingent resumes its quest
for a medal at the Thomas
and Uber Cup Final begin-
ning here on Sunday.

No Indian men's team
has ever won a medal in
the Thomas Cup, having
failed to reach the semifi-
nal even once.

But the women had two
semifinal finishes in suc-
cessive editions of the
Uber Cup to clinch two
bronze medals in 2014 and
2016. Last year, both the
men's and women's teams
signed off their cam-
paigns at the quarterfinal
stage.

This time, India boasts

of a strong men's team
comprising world number
9 Sen, world number 11
Kidambi Srikanth and HS
Prannoy, ranked 23rd in
the world, in singles.

The doubles will be led
by world number 9 pair of
Satwiksairaj Rankireddy
and Chirag Shetty, while
the combination of MR
Arjun and Dhruv Kapila,
and that of Krishna
Prasad Garaga and
Vishnuvardhan Goud
Panjala are also part of
the team.

Given a robust team and
a favourable draw, Indian
men will look to make the
golden opportunity count
as they open campaign
against Germany in group
C which also comprises
Chinese Taipei and
Canada.

The women's team, how-
ever, was left depleted fol-

lowing the withdrawals of
the experienced doubles
pair of N Sikki Reddy and
Ashwini Ponnappa and
fast-rising Gayatri
Gopichand.

Both Sikki and Gayatri
are nursing injuries and
have been advised rest.

In their absence, the
onus will be on the shoul-
ders of upcoming doubles
players such as Tanisha
Crasto, Shruti Mishra,
Simran Singhi, Ritika
Thaker and Treesa Jolly.

In the women's singles,
world number 7 Sindhu
will have to do the heavy
lifting as the other two sin-
gles players Aakarshi
Kashyap and young
Unnati Hooda lack experi-
ence but will look to pro-
duce a good show. They
had made it to the squad
following a rigorous selec-
tion trial.

Sindhu, Lakshya lead India’s quest for
medal at Thomas and Uber Cup Final

Navi Mumbai, May 07 (PTI):

Delhi Capitals will need
to solve their opening co-
nundrum quickly and find
an able partner to comple-
ment David Warner if
they want to return to the
top four in the IPL here on
Sunday with a win against
a lacklustre Chennai
Super Kings, who are
standing on the brink of
elimination. DC are cur-
rently placed fifth in the
10-team standings with 10
points from as many
games after their 21-run
win over Sunrisers
Hyderabad in their last
match.

Defending champions
CSK, on the other hand,
are mathematically still
there in the tournament
although their chances of
making it to the play-offs
are almost non-existent.

The Mahendra Singh
Dhoni-led side is placed in
the penultimate position
with just six points from
10 games and need to win
all its remaining games
and depend on results of
other matches to progress
to the next stage. But going

into the business end of
the tournament, DC have a
major problem at hand --
an able opening partner
for Warner. Prithvi Shaw
has failed to live up to his
talent this season, garner-
ing just 259 runs from nine
games at an average of
28.77. His replacement in

the last match, Mandeep
Singh hasn't fared well ei-
ther with just 18 runs from
three outings.

Warner remains DC's
top-scorer this season,
scoring 356 runs from
eight matches with his un-
beaten 92 against SRH in
the last match being the

highest. On the bowling
front, spinner Kuldeep
Yadav (18 wickets) and
pacers Khaleel Ahmed
(14), Shardul Thakur (10)
and Mutafizur Rahman (8)
all have picked up wickets
but they have been a little
on the higher side of the
economy rate.

Mumbai, May 07 (PTI):

Two of world cricket's
batting stalwarts Virat
Kohli and Kane
Williamson's woeful form
will be in focus when Royal
Challengers Bangalore
and Sunrisers Hyderabad
take on each other in a re-
turn IPL fixture here on
Sunday.

Both Kohli and
Williamson have struggled
for runs in the ongoing
season. While the Indian
has scored just 216 runs in
11 games at an average of
21.60, the SRH captain has
managed 199 runs from 10
matches at an average of
22.11.

Both the batting stars
have failed to live up to the
high standards they have
set for themselves and the
two teams will be hoping
their star batters can snap
the wretched run and pro-
vide more decisive contri-
butions.

Kohli showed glimpses
of returning to form in his
fifty against Gujarat
Titans. But he had a
howler in the win against
Chennai Super Kings in

the previous game. After
hitting three boundaries
and a six, the former RCB
skipper found it hard to hit
big shots, relying on sin-
gles, which eventually led
to the run out of teammate
Glenn Maxwell. While
Kohli himself could only
manage a 33-ball 30.

Pace sensation Umran
Malik was pummelled into
submission by the Delhi

batters and the youngster
might want to work on de-
veloping some variations
rather than cranking up
the pace every time he is
hit for runs. Kartik Tyagi
and Shreyas Gopal also
need to get their acts to-
gether.

With the bat, Abhishek
Sharma has given SRH
solid starts but the young-
ster needs to take his in-

nings deep rather than
playing a flash in the pan
sort of knocks.

Nicholas Pooran has
been brilliant in the past
couple of games, showing
that he can finish off
matches with a little assis-
tance from the top order.

Incidentally, SRH's last
win came against RCB
when they bundled out the
Faf du Plessis led side for
68 and the Orange Army
will hope the team can
fashion a similar result.

For RCB, the bowlers did
the trick against CSK. In
Josh Hazlewood, Harshal
Patel, Mohammed Siraj
and Wanindu Hasarnaga,
RCB have four match-win-
ners, while Glenn Maxwell
and Shahbaz Ahmed have
also played their part well.

While the focus would be
on Kohli, RCB have also
power-hitters in captain
Du Plessis, Maxwell,
Dinesh Karthik and
Shahbaaz Ahmed, who can
be destructive on their day
if they fire in unison.

They would be hoping to
extract sweet revenge with
the winning momentum
on their side.

Milan, May 07 (AP):

Lautaro Mart nez may
have saved Inter Milan's
title challenge.

Martinez scored twice to
help the defending cham-
pion recover from two
goals down to beat Empoli
4-2 and move to the top of
Serie A on Friday for 48
hours at least.

Inter was a point above
city rival AC Milan, which
plays at Hellas Verona on
Sunday. There are two
rounds remaining after
this weekend.

We got carried away
with our desire to score
straight away, Inter coach
Simone Inzaghi said.

"We should have been
more organized without
the ball and, unfortunate-
ly, we paid a heavy price
for two lapses in concen-
tration, but we did really
well after that.

"We took 37 shots, which
I think must be a record. It
was a real test of charac-
ter. Now we need to regain
our strength and energy
because another huge
game awaits us on
Wednesday.

Inter knew it was the
start of a week that could
make or break its season.
It next has the Italian Cup
final on Wednesday
against Juventus, which
surprisingly lost at relega-
tion-threatened Genoa 2-1
after two very late goals
from the home team.

Title-chasing
Inter recovers

from 2 goals
down to win 4-2

SRH take on RCB with resurrection in mind DC aim to solve opening conundrum against CSK

Mumbai, May 07 (PTI):

Rashid Khan is endur-
ing an ordinary IPL this
year with the ball in terms
of wickets, but the Gujarat
Titans spinner is not too
bothered about the scalps
as long as he can produce
economical spells for his
team.

Rashid has so far
claimed 11 wickets from as
many games at an econo-
my rate of 6.84, figures
which definitely won't
please him much.

But the star Afghan
cricketer has taken it in
stride. "While bowling in
T20s it's always great to

take wickets but for me,
it's a bit different because I
always focus on economy
and that is something
which puts pressure on
the batters," Rashid said at
the post-match virtual
press conference after
GT's five-run loss to
Mumbai Indians on
Friday.

"But definitely com-
pared to other IPLs, got
less wickets this year. In a
couple of games I didn't
bowl as good as I should
have. But that's T20, there
is so much for you to
learn." Rashid had a good
game against MI, picking
up 2 for 24 besides collect-
ing three catches.

But it was not to be GT's
day as needing nine runs
in the final over, they
couldn't finish off the
chase.

"Hardik and (Rahul)
Tewatia's run outs were
the game changers. That is
the beauty of T20 some-
times you can score 9 off 2
balls and sometimes you
fail in scoring 9 off 6
balls," Rashid said.

My focus is always on 
economy, says Rashid Khan

London, May 07 (PTI):

Newly-appointed England Test captain
Ben Stokes hit a County Championship
record of 17 sixes in an innings en route

to smashing 161 on his first Durham ap-
pearance of the summer.

Stokes marked his first first-class in-
nings since being appointed England cap-
tain with a breathtaking 161 off 126 balls
for Durham against Worcestershire at
New Road, including five sixes in an over,
and 17 in total -- a new record for county
cricket. He broke the earlier record of 16
sixes in a first-class county game which
was jointly held by Australian Andrew
Symonds for Gloucestershire against
Glamorgan in 1995 and Graham Napier
for Essex against Surrey in 2011.

Stokes raced to his hundred in 64 balls,
sharing 220 for the fifth wicket with David
Bedingham (135).

The 30-year-old brought up his century
-- the fastest in first-class cricket by a
Durham player -- with five successive
sixes off Josh Baker, eclipsing Paul
Collingwood's previous mark of 75 deliv-
eries set at Taunton in 2005.

Stokes finally fell after lunch as
Durham declared on 580 for 6. He came to
the crease early on the second morning
when Scott Borthwick was trapped leg be-
fore by Ben Gibbon and, after a steady
start, produced an awesome display of
power hitting.

It's the second time Stokes has hit five
consecutive sixes in a County
Championship game, having also per-
formed the feat against Hampshire in
2011.

Ben Stokes smashes County Championship
record with 17 sixes in an innings

Madrid, May 07 (AP):

This time, the Spanish
player being celebrated on
center court wasn't Rafael
Nadal.

The loud cheers from
spectators at the Caja M
gica in Madrid were, in-
stead, directed at the
teenage sensation consid-
ered the Spanish succes-
sor to the all-time great
Nadal.

In a clash of genera-
tions, 19-year-old Carlos
Alcaraz overcame an in-
jury to defeat his idol 6-2, 1-
6, 6-3 in the Madrid Open
quarterfinals on Friday.

The teen recovered from
a bad ankle twist early in
the second set to earn his
first victory against
Nadal, marking what
could be the beginning of
a change of guard in
Spanish tennis. It's obvi-
ous there's (a change in
guard)," Nadal said.

He turned 19 yesterday,
I'm almost 36 years old. If
(the change) begins today

or not, we will find out in
the next months. I'm
happy for him. He was bet-
ter than me in several as-
pects of the game."

Nadal also was loudly
supported throughout the
match, and the five-time
champion received a huge

ovation as he left the
court. Alcaraz was emo-
tional afterwards.

It means a lot to me to
beat Rafa, to beat the best
player in the history on
clay, he said.

This is the result of all
the hard work I've done.

Alcaraz overpowers
Nadal at Madrid Open

Mumbai, May 07 (PTI):

Promising opener
Yashasvi Jaiswal made a
dream comeback with a
career-best 68 as
Rajasthan Royals well and
truly remained in hunt for
a play-off berth beating
Punjab Kings by six wick-
ets, which also happened
to be their first while chas-
ing in this edition of IPL.

Drafted in place of
Karun Nair, the 20-year-old
showed superb game
awareness and picked the
gaps at ease in a 41-ball 68
(9x4, 2x6) to brilliantly set
it up for the Rajasthan
Royals in their tall 190-run
chase at the Wankhede
which was completed with
two balls to spare.

With its first successful
run-chase, Royals team are
now on 14 points from 11
matches in third place and
one more win will firmly
put them in contention for
a a to-four finish.

The win also meant that
the five-time champions
Mumbai Indians became
the first team to be elimi-
nated from the IPL-15 sea-
son.

The loss meant a big
blow to Punjab playoff
hopes as they now have 10
points from 11 matches.

The young gun, who was
retained among the three
players by the franchise,
was playing only in his
fourth match this season,
came into his element
after Orange Cap holder

Jos Buttler (30 off 16 balls;
5x4, 1x6) departed inside
the powerplay after a fly-
ing start.

Skipper Sanju Samson
(23) was dismissed cheaply
and there was a sense of
concern in the Rajasthan
camp when Jaiswal
showed what he's capable
of with his clean hitting
all over the park.

He raced to his third IPL
fifty, first this season off
just 33 balls, toying the
Punjab attack with ease.

Be it with his unortho-
dox reverse sweep to
Rahul Chahar or lap-scoop
off Rishi Dhawan or the
classical drives, Jaiswal
looked in total control in a
37-ball 56-run partnership
with Devdutt Padikkal.

Jaiswal finally departed
after miscuing one to
Arshdeep Singh giving a
sigh of relief to Punjab
but the equation was then
reduced to an easy 49 off
35 balls.

There was a bit of
drama towards the end
after tournament's best
death overs seamer
Arshdeep Singh (2/29)
bowling a brilliant penulti-
mate over giving just three
runs and taking the wicket
of Padikkal (31).

Needing eight runs from
the last over, Hetmyer
struck a six to seal the
chase with two balls to
spare.

It was in fact the experi-
enced legspinner
Yuzvendra Chahal who
earlier brilliantly set it up
for Punjab bowling a tidy
4-0-28-3 which included 10
dot balls.

Chahal, who had just
two wickets from the last
four matches, started to
look threatening again.

He dismissed the duo of
Mayank Agarwal (15) and
their top run-getter Jonny
Bairstow (56 off 40 balls)
off three balls to derail
them in the middle overs
(10-15) where they made
just 34 runs and lost three
wickets. Earlier, Bairstow
signalled his return to
form with a fine half-cen-
tury before Jitesh
Sharma's cameo propelled
Punjab Kings to challeng-
ing 189/5.

Royals return to winning ways
with Jaiswal-Chahal show

Chennai, May 07 (PTI): 

Marking completion of
a year in office, Tamil
Nadu Chief Minister M K
Stalin on Saturday an-
nounced in the Assembly
five new schemes includ-
ing breakfast for state-run
school children and under-
scored the achievements
so far while the main oppo-
sition AIADMK boycotted
the proceedings.

A special nutrition
scheme for children with-
in 6 years of age, urban
clinics and schools of ex-
cellence based on the
Delhi model and extension
of 'Chief Minister in your
constituency,' plan across
all the 234 Assembly seg-

ments were the 4 other
new schemes he an-
nounced.

The main opposition
AIADMK, skipped the
day's proceedings of the
House and dubbed as 'false
propaganda', the DMK
government's claims and
achievements vis- -vis its 1
year rule. Governor R N
Ravi greeted the govern-
ment and extended his
best wishes.

In his near hour-long ad-
dress in the House, Stalin
also reiterated his social
justice driven inclusive
'Dravidian model' of gov-
ernance followed by his
government.

Presenting a report card
in the House on the 1-year

achievements of the DMK
government led by him,
Stalin said between 60 and
70 per cent of electoral
promises made ahead of
the 2021 Assembly election
have been fulfilled though
the assurance was to im-
plement them over a peri-
od of 5 years.

"I will not say that I have
achieved everything in 1
year. I could definitely say
that we have done more
than what is possible with-
in a year," he said amid
thumping of treasury
benches.

Financial crunch and
the stand of the union gov-
ernment on some matters
were the obstacles that
hindered further speedy

implementation of
schemes and progress,
Stalin said. If these two
hindrances had been ab-
sent, "we could have de-
vised many more
schemes," he said.

He reiterated that all the
commitments made in the
DMK's election manifesto
would be fulfilled and
pledged to continue to
work towards his inclusive
Dravidian model.

Earlier in the day, Stalin
travelled in a state-run bus
and interacted with the
passengers. Free bus trav-
el for women was a pre-
poll promise made by the
ruling DMK ahead of the
April 2021 Assembly elec-
tions in the state.

VP Naidu calls for people’s 
movt to protect environment
Chandigarh, May 07 (PTI): 

Vice President M
Venkaiah Naidu on Saturday
rued that humans, in their
quest for development, had
harmed nature "beyond re-
pair" and called for a peo-
ple's movement to protect
it. He also urged the coun-
try's lower courts to hold an
eco-centric view and keep in
mind interests of local popu-
lations and biodiversity
while passing judgments.

Naidu was addressing a
gathering after inaugurating
'The International
Conference on

Environmental Diversity and
E n v i r o n m e n t a l
Jurisprudence' at
Chandigarh University in
Mohali. "In the quest for de-
velopment, we have harmed
nature beyond repair, de-
stroyed forests, disrupted the
ecological balance, polluted
the environment, encroached
upon water bodies and are
now reaping the adverse
consequences, Naidu said. 

"My words appear to be
very harsh but they are real.
What is required is the
change of mindset. We have
enough laws and enough
regulations but what is re-

quired is the change of mind-
set. Unless this environmental
protection becomes a people's
movement worldwide, the fu-
ture is very bleak," he noted.
"We all are seeing the conse-
quences. We have played with
nature and nature is playing
with us," he added. 

Calling for serious intro-
spection and bold actions to
mitigate the reality of increas-
ing extreme events and dimin-
ishing biodiversity, Naidu said,
"It is not only the duty of the
government to deliberate, but
it is the duty of every citizen
and human being on Earth to
save this planet."

Bar owners hail govt decision

New Delhi, May 07 (PTI): 

Restaurant and bar own-
ers in Delhi have welcomed
the Arvind Kejriwal gov-
ernment's decision to allow
them to serve liquor till 3
AM, saying the "progres-
sive" move will help im-
prove business and lead to
employment generation.

The owners hoped that
the move will help the
restaurant and bar indus-
try, which is still reeling
under the impact of the
Covid pandemic and sub-
sequent restrictions, in re-
couping losses incurred

over the past two years
and promote nightlife.
Officials on Friday said
the Delhi government has
taken a policy decision to
allow bars to serve liquor
till 3 AM. The government
has issued necessary di-
rections to the Excise de-
partment and an order is
likely to be issued soon in
accordance with the
Excise Policy 2021-22, a
senior government officer
had said. Manpreet Singh,
treasurer of the National
Restaurants Association
of India (NRAI), lauded
the decision, saying this

will help in generating
employment. "A very for-
ward move. It will help in
employment generation
and bring business to the
capital. Delhi is also a
tourist destination and
this move will promote
and help in the growth of
the nightlife," he told PTI.
Singh pointed out that
Delhitties used to go to
nearby cities as eateries
and pubs here shut down
very early. This will now
end, he said. "People used
to go to Gurugram and
Noida because their
places remain open till

late. Now this decision
will help people enjoy the
nightlife in the city here,"
he said.

"We will be operating for
longer hours and more
staff will be required, this
means employment gener-
ation, by and large, this
will create new opportuni-
ties," he added. Similar
sentiments were echoed by
Gaurav Chhatwal, owner
of Chungwa in Greater
Kailash II. Noting that it
was a "progressive" move,
Chhatwal said he will have
to hire more people as tim-
ings are being increased.

Indore’s tea cafe ensures
global presence

Indore, May 07: 

The Tea Factory,
Central India's first tea-
cafe franchise brand, is
soon going to launch its
new franchise in the Gulf
countries and Canada.
The Tea Factory, which
was started in Indore, is
the only tea cafe in the
food and beverage indus-
try to operate more than
161 franchises across the
country.

Shashank Sharma, the
mind behind this unique
concept, introduced this
idea to the market in 2013
at the young age of 22. In
those days, the only
means of promotion was

social media which used
to be very expensive, and
therefore, was outside the
budget of the common
man. Therefore, the pos-
sibility of reaching out to
a wide range of the pub-
lic through digital promo-
tion was negligible.

During the press con-
ference , Shashank said,
“I aimed to provide mul-
tiple tea flavors such as
Kashmiri Kawa, Green
Tea, Masala Tea, Ginger
tea, etc., belonging from
different regions under
one roof. I used to work
on some unique ideas to
make tea a profitable
business.”

Answering the journal-

ists, Shashank Sharma
further said, “Initially
people used to think of it
as a non-profitable idea
and there was a severe
lack of social motivation.
The biggest challenge at
that time was to reach
out to the people for 
this idea.

Although the social
media revolution started
at that time, even an
Android phone was ex-
pensive back then and
the internet prices also
demanded a bigger budg-
et. While working on our
digitalization, we are cur-
rently operating our
franchises in more than
half of the country.”

‘Triple talaqs have dipped after
enactment of law against it’

Bhopal, May 07 (PTI): 

Cases of triple talaq
have dipped since the en-
actment of the law against
the instant divorce in the
country, a member of the
National Commission of
Minorities (NCM) said on
Saturday.

Speaking to reporters
here, NCM member Syed
Shahezadi said she had
held talks with Muslim
women over triple talaq
and other concerns.

I held talks with Muslim
women over triple talaq
and other issues here.
After the enactment of the
law, the number of triple
talaqs have come down,
Shahezadi said.

Two years ago,
President Ram Nath
Kovind had given his as-
sent to the Triple Talaq
Bill. Under the Muslim
Women (Protection of

Rights on Marriage) Act,
2019, giving instant oral
triple talaq or talalq-e-bid-
dat is a criminal offence
and can attract jail term of
up to three years.

Talking about the com-
munal riots in Khargone
following a Ram Navami
procession last month,
Shahezadi said that the
commission has sought a
report from the state gov-

ernment in the matter.
She further said that a

proposal to hike Rs 5,000
monthly salary of
maulavis and extending
this facility to priests of
other communities would
be put forth before the gov-
ernment

Shedding light on the
NCM's functioning,
Shahezadi said she had
held talks with religious
leaders, members of the
Haj committee and Waqf
Board and women from
the minority communities
here about their problems.

An amount of Rs 511
crore has been earmarked
for 56 projects meant for
people from minority
communities, she said
There were 1,739 regis-
tered madarsas in
Madhya Pradesh, where
710 Urdu teachers have
been hired, the NCM
member added.

‘Haj 2022 gives priority to
health, well-being of pilgrims’

Mumbai, May 07 (PTI): 

Union Minister for
Minority Affairs Mukhtar
Abbas Naqvi on Saturday
said that Haj 2022 was tak-
ing place with significant
reforms, giving utmost
priority to the health and
well-being of pilgrims.
Inaugurating a two-day
training camp of "Khadim
Ul Hujjaj" at Haj House
here, Naqvi said a total of
79,237 Indian Muslims will
go for Haj 2022, of whom 50
per cent are women.

The entire process of
Haj 2022 has been chalked
out with necessary guide-
lines of the governments
of India and Saudi Arabia,
which include eligibility
criteria, age limit, health-
related requirements,
among other things, he
said, while noting that the
pilgrimage could not take
place for the last two years
due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic. "We are making all
efforts to ensure that there

is no additional financial
burden on the pilgrims, as
they will perform Haj
without any subsidy. The
process is on to provide ac-
commodation, transporta-
tion and other necessary
facilities in Saudi Arabia
at affordable prices," the
Union minister said.

The selection process of
Haj pilgrims has been done
considering the completion
of COVID-19 vaccination
and fulfilling the necessary
norms decided by the gov-
ernments of the two coun-
tries, he said.

Naqvi further said that
making the entire Haj 2022
process 100 per cent digital
has been extremely benefi-
cial to ensure health and
well-being of pilgrims, be-
sides making the pilgrim-
age transparent, accessi-
ble, affordable and conven-
ient.

At least 56,601 Indian
Muslims will go for Haj
2022 through Haj
Committee of India and

22,636 will go through Haj
Group Organisers
(HGOs), he said. More
than 1,800 Muslim women
will go for Haj 2022 with-
out 'Mehram' (male com-
panion) and they will go to
Haj without a lottery sys-
tem, the minister said,
adding that a total of
83,140 applications had
been received for Haj 2022.

The pilgrims will go

through Haj Committee of
India from 10 embarkation
points namely
Ahmedabad, Bengaluru,
Cochin, Delhi, Guwahati,
Hyderabad, Kolkata,
Lucknow, Mumbai and
Srinagar, he said.

The Ahmedabad em-
barkation point will cover
Gujarat, while the
Bengaluru embarkation
point will cover Karnataka

and Chittoor district of
Andhra Pradesh, and the
Cochin embarkation point
will include Kerala,
Lakshadweep, Puducherry,
Tamil Nadu and Andaman
& Nicobar, Naqvi said.

The Delhi embarkation
point will cover Delhi,
Punjab, Haryana,
Himachal Pradesh,
Chandigarh, Uttarakhand,
Rajasthan, western dis-
tricts of Uttar Pradesh,
while the Guwahati em-
barkation point will cover
Assam, Meghalaya,
Manipur, Arunachal
Pradesh, Sikkim and
Nagaland, he said.

The Hyderabad em-
barkation point will be for
Andhra Pradesh and
Telangana, the Kolkata em-
barkation point will cover
West Bengal, Odisha,
Tripura, Jharkhand and
Bihar and the Lucknow
embarkation point will
cover all parts of Uttar
Pradesh except western
parts, he said.

Allowing them to serve liquor till 3 AM
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What an idea Mom ?  You made me feel proud.

MOTHER’S DAY

Devotees carry a palanquin of Lord Raghunath during a religious procession at the end of a three-day-long yagya, in Kullu, Saturday.

RELIGIOUS PROCESSION
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Muslim women taking selfie with Union Minister Mukhtar
Abbas Naqvi during inauguration of a two-day training
camp of Khadim Ul Hujjaj for Haj 2022, at Haj House
Mumbai, Saturday.

‘NEET PG exam not
postponed, will

happen on May 21’
NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  MMaayy  0077  ((PPTTII))::
The Press Information
Bureau Saturday said this
year's NEET PG exam has
not been postponed, and
will happen on the sched-
uled date of May 9, terming
"fake" a notice issued in the
name of the National Board
of Examinations that the
paper has been resched-
uled to July 9. 

The National Board of
Examination in Medical
Sciences (NBEMS) Saturday
also cautioned stakeholders
against "false and bogus in-
formation" being circulated
in its name. This comes after
a section of the media re-
ported that NEET PG exam
this year was postponed to
July 9. In a tweet, the Press
Information Bureau Fact
Check handle said, 

"A FAKE notice issued in
the name of the National
Board of Examinations
claims that the NEET PG
exam has been postponed &
will now be conducted on 9th
July 2022.  The exam has not
been postponed." The exam
will be conducted on 21 May
2022 only, it added. 

The NBEMS at present con-
ducts postgraduate and post-
doctoral examinations in ap-
proved specialties leading to
the award of Diplomate of
National Board (DNB) and
Doctorate of National Board
(DrNB) respectively.

DMK regime completes a year in office
CM Stalin announces new schemes

Syed Shahezadi

PROGRESSIVE MOVE
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Suicide
JJaammmmuu:: An Army person-
nel allegedly ended his
life by shooting himself
with his service rifle
inside a camp here on
Saturday, officials said.
The soldier, a resident of
Ghaziabad in Uttar
Pradesh, was on sentry
duty at Jourian camp on
the outskirts of Jammu
when he shot himself in
the head, they said.

Watery grave
SShhiimmllaa:: A woman from
Manipur and a man from
Delhi were washed away
in the Parvati river while
taking selfie on its bank
in Himachal Pradesh's
Kullu district on Saturday,
a police officer said. Kullu
Superintendent of Police
Gurdev Sharma said the
duo worked at a private
company in Gurugram.
They were identified as
Nainam Hangsing (25)
and Sourav Chauhan (22).

Fire
MMuummbbaaii:: A fire broke out
at an office of the Life
Insurance Corporation
(LIC) in suburban
Santacruz (West) on
Saturday morning but
nobody was injured in the
incident, the public sec-
tor company said. The
fire was brought under
control after six hours
and cooling operations
were underway, said an
official of the
Brihanmumbai Municipal
Corporation (BMC).

CEO
JJaammmmuu:: IAS officer
Anshul Garg on Saturday
took charge as the Chief
Executive Officer (CEO)
of Shri Mata Vaishno Devi
Shrine Board (SMVDSB)
in Reasi district of Jammu
and Kashmir. Garg, who
had served the board as
Additional CEO during
2017-18, termed the pro-
motion a lifetime oppor-
tunity and a blessing.
Garg replaced Ramesh
Kumar who has been
posted as divisional com-
missioner, Jammu.

Bail
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: The Delhi
High Court has granted
bail to a 30-year-old man
accused of sharing on
social media certain
objectionable pictures of
a woman he was in a live-
in relationship with.
Justice Talwant Singh
noted that two months
had passed since the sur-
render of the accused -- a
first time offender -- and
charge sheet also filed,
adding the instant case
would take a long time to
reach its final conclusion
in view of the pendency
before the trial courts.
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A woman covers herself
with a piece of cloth on a

hot summer day, in
Mumbai, Saturday.
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Pratappur, May 07:  

Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel on Saturday said
Naxalites should express
their faith in the
Constitution of India, and
then we are ready to talk
with them on any platform.
He was responding the
questions of media persons
at a press conference held
in Pratappur on Saturday.
He said that the schemes of
the state government being
run in the Naxal-affected
areas are winning the
hearts of the tribal popula-
tion. Now they are demand-
ing to build roads and open
camps. With the effective
implementation of state
government policies, the
Naxal activities are con-
fined into few pockets in
Chhattisgarh.

Urban Administration
and Development Minister

Dr. Shiv Kumar Dahriya
and School Education
Minister Dr. Premsai Singh
Tekam were also present on
the occasion.

On this occasion,
Pratappur Journalists
Association President Mr.
Krishna Murari Shukla
along with his fellow jour-
nalists felicitated the Chief
Minister for the decisions
taken by the State
Government in the interest
of the journalists. The

Chief Minister announced
the approval of Rs 10 lakh
for ‘Patrakar Bhawan’ at
Pratappur. It is worth men-
tioning that the State
Government has hiked
monthly pension for senior
journalists under the
‘Senior Journalist Samman
Nidhi’ from Rs 5000 to Rs
10,000. The age limit for the
same has also been reduced
from 62 years to 60 years.
Besides, the limit of finan-
cial aid given to journalists
under ‘Patrakar Kalyan
Kosh’ has been increased
from Rs. 50 thousand to Rs.
2 lakh.

Similarly, new accredita-
tion rules for journalists
have been enacted, in which
a provision has been made
to give accreditation to jour-
nalists of TV channels, web
portals, news magazines
and news agencies. The ac-
creditation quota for media

institutions has been al-
most doubled. In a first, a
provision has been made
for accreditation of block-
level journalists as well. A
provision has also been
made for providing a finan-

cial assistance of Rs 5 lakh
to the kin of journalists
who died due to Covid-19.
The validity period of ac-
creditation has been in-
creased from one year to
two years.

New Delhi, May 07 (PTI) 

Cooking gas LPG prices
were on Saturday hiked by
Rs 50 per cylinder, the sec-
ond increase in rates in
just over six weeks follow-
ing the firming of interna-
tional energy rates.

Non-subsidised LPG
now costs Rs 999.50 per
14.2-kg cylinder in the na-
tional capital, up from Rs
949.50 previously, accord-
ing to a price notification
of state-owned fuel retail-
ers.

This is the second in-
crease in LPG rates in just
over six weeks. Prices
were hiked by Rs 50 per
cylinder on March 22.

Since April 2021, prices
have risen by Rs 190 per
cylinder.

Petrol and diesel prices
however continue to be on
freeze for over a month
now. The pause followed
rates being hiked by a
record Rs 10 per litre in a
matter of 16 days begin-
ning March 22. Non-sub-

sidised cooking gas is the
one that consumers buy
after exhausting their
quota of 12 cylinders at
subsidised or below-mar-
ket rates. However, the
government pays no sub-
sidy on LPG in most cities
and the price of the refill
that consumers, including
the poor women who got
free connection under the
much-talked Ujjwala
scheme, is the same as
non-subsidised or market
price LPG.

Non-subsidised LPG
costs Rs 999.50 per 14.2-kg
cylinder in Mumbai while
it is priced at Rs 1,015.50 a
bottle in Chennai and Rs
1,026 in Kolkata.

Chandigarh, May 07 (PTI): 

A day after he was ar-
rested by the Punjab Police
and released within hours,
BJP leader Tajinder Pal
Singh Bagga faces another
arrest as a court in Mohali
Saturday issued a warrant
against him in connection
with a case registered last
month.

The arrest warrant was
issued by the court of
Judicial Magistrate
Ravtesh Inderjit Singh.

"Whereas Tajinder Pal
Singh Bagga, s/o Pritpal
Singh, r/o B-1/170, Janak
Puri New Delhi stands
charged with the offence
punishable U/Sec 153-A,
505, 505 (2), 506 IPC. You are
hereby directed to arrest
the said Tajinder Pal Singh
Bagga and to produce him

before me," the judge said
in the order.

The next date for the
case is May 23.

Earlier, the Punjab
Police had booked Tajinder
Bagga on the charges of
making provocative state-
ments, promoting enmity
and criminal intimidation.
The case was registered on

a complaint of AAP leader
Sunny Ahluwalia, a resi-
dent of Mohali.

The FIR registered on
April 1 referred to Tajinder
Bagga's remarks on March
30, when he was part of a
BJP youth wing protest
outside the residence of
Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal.

Jamshedpur , May 07 (PTI): 

Three people sustained
minor injuries in an explo-
sion in a gas pipeline in
Tata Steel plant here on
Saturday, a company offi-
cial said.

The blast occurred
around 10.20 am, and the
injured employees were
taken to Tata Main
Hospital and administered
first aid, he said.

"This morning, we re-
ported an incident of blast-
ing sound in a coke plant
unit, which was non-opera-
tional and is undergoing a
dismantling process, at
our Jamshedpur Works.
Our emergency response
team immediately reached
the incident site; the area
was cordoned off and the
situation brought under
control," the steelmaker

said in a statement. Two of
the injured people have
been discharged and one is
under observation, it said,
adding there has been no
impact on production. As
per the standard safety
protocol, the incident was
immediately reported to

authorities concerned, and
further investigation to as-
certain the cause of the ex-
plosion is underway, it
said.

Jharkhand Chief
Minister Hemant Soren
tweeted: "We have received
information of blast at

Tata Steel plant. The dis-
trict administration in co-
ordination with the Tata
Steel management is tak-
ing action for speedy treat-
ment of the injured."

The company earlier
said in a statement: "We
would like to clarify that
there was no fire, as mis-
represented in media. In
case of any breakdown or
emergency, there is a nor-
mal process of flaring of
gases (non toxic)."

Ambulances and fire
tenders immediately
reached the spot and the
area was cordoned off and
the situation is normal
now, it said.

Factory Inspector,
Jamshedpur circle, Binit
Kumar Singh, told PTI that
a probe will be conducted
to ascertain the exact
cause behind the incident
that caused minor injuries
to three people.

New Delhi, May 07 (PTI) 

The CBI Saturday con-
ducted searches at three
Sangrur-located properties
of Punjab AAP MLA
Jaswant Singh Gajjan
Majra in a bank fraud case
of over Rs 40 crore, officials
said.

During the searches, con-
ducted after an FIR was
filed in the Rs 40.92-crore al-
leged loan fraud in Bank of
India, the CBI is understood
to have recovered 94 blank
cheques carrying signa-
tures of different persons,
with enclosed Aadhar
cards, sources claimed.

CBI Spokesperson RC
Joshi said, "Cash worth Rs
16.57 lakh (approx), around
88 foreign currency notes,
some property documents,
several bank accounts and
other incriminating docu-
ments were found and re-
covered during searches."

Officials said the CBI has
registered the case on a
complaint form Bank of
India, Ludhiana, against
Singh, Tara Corporation
Ltd (renamed as Malaudh
Agro Ltd.) based at
Gaunspura, Tehsil-
Malerkotla (Punjab), and
others.

Singh, the Amargarh

MLA, was a Director and
Guarantor in the company,
they said.

Singh's brothers Balwant
Singh and Kulwant Singh
and nephew Tejinder
Singh, all directors and
guarantors, have also been
booked, they said.

Tara Health Foods Ltd,
another company, is also
named as accused in the
FIR, they said. It was al-
leged the firm based at
Gaunspura, Malerkotla,
was engaged in trading of
DOC Rice Bran, DOC
Mustard Cake, Cottonseed
Cake, Maize, Bajra and
other food grains.

New Delhi, May 07 (PTI) 

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on
Saturday advocated devel-
oping a hybrid system of
online and offline learning
to avoid overexposure of
schoolchildren to technolo-
gy, as he chaired a high-
level meeting to review the
implementation of the
National Education Policy
(NEP). The new policy is
being rolled out with the ob-
jectives of access, equity, in-
clusivity and quality, he
said, according to an offi-
cial statement.

Modi said the databases
maintained by anganwadi

centres should be seamless-
ly integrated with school
records as children move
there from anganwadis,
and called for their regular
health check-ups and
screening in schools with
the help of technology.

Pitching for emphasis on
the use of indigenously de-
veloped toys to develop con-
ceptual skills in students,

he also suggested that sec-
ondary schools with sci-
ence labs should engage
with farmers in their area
for soil testing, the state-
ment said. Lauding the new
education policy, he said
from special efforts to track
out-of-school children and
bring them back into the
mainstream and the intro-
duction of multiple entry
and exit in higher educa-
tion, many transformative
reforms have been initiated
that will define and lead the
progress of the country as
it enters the 'Amrit Kaal'.

Modi was apprised that
the work of the formulation
of the National Curriculum
Framework under the guid-
ance of the National
Steering Committee is in
progress.

Hyderabad, May 07 (PTI): 

Former Congress chief
Rahul Gandhi on
Saturday gave a clear mes-
sage to party workers and
leaders in Telangana to re-
main united and said in-
discipline will not be toler-
ated.

Addressing Telangana
Pradesh Congress
Committee workers and
leaders here, he said party
tickets will be given only
to those who work in the
field. He said the tickets
will be finalised after tak-
ing views from the public.

"We want to hear out
everyone of you but not
through the media. We

will hear your grievances
within the party frame-
work and if someone
speaks out of turn and
damages the party, it will
not be condoned," Gandhi
told the workers.

He lauded them for a
successful meeting of
farmers on Friday
evening and said it was a
collective effort and ener-
gy of all that led to this
success.

Gandhi appealed to the
youth to join the Congress
in defeating Telangana
Chief Minister K
Chandrashekhar Rao
who, he alleged, had de-
stroyed the dreams of the
people of the state.

‘Talks if Maoists express
faith in Constitution’

DDaanntteewwaaddaa//KKoonnttaa:: Responding to the Chhattisgarh govern-
ment's proposal, the outlawed Communist Party of India
(Maoists) has shown willingness to hold peace talks with the
Bhupesh Baghel-led dispensation, but also set several condi-
tions, including the release of their jailed leaders and withdraw-
al of security forces from strife-torn areas. However, a state
minister said talks would be held, if any, only unconditionally.
The development comes nearly a month after Chief Minister
Baghel said that his government was ready to hold talks with the
rebels if they expressed faith in the Constitution. Chhattisgarh is
one of the worst Naxal-affected states in the country. In a state-
ment purportedly issued by Maoists and circulating on social
media since Friday, the outlaws questioned the chief minister's
"double standards" saying that on the one hand he offers to hold
talks, while one the other hand air strike is allegedly being con-
ducted (in Bastar). The CM should clarify who gave permission
for the recent aerial strike, the Maoists asked.

‘Ready for conditional peace talks with State Govt’

HARD TIMES FOR COMMON PEOPLE

LPG price hiked by Rs 50; crosses
Rs 1,000 mark in most places

Blast at Tata Steel plant in Jamshedpur
̈ Three injured

Smoke billows from a fire at Coke Plant inside TATA STEEL Works,
in Jamshedpur, Saturday.

BJP leader Tajinder Bagga faces arrest again
̈ Mohali court

issues warrant

The medical examination of BJP leader Tajinder Pal Singh
Bagga, conducted after the Punjab Police arrested him, has
revealed injury marks on his body, the Delhi Police said on
Saturday. The Delhi Police also said it will make necessary secu-
rity arrangements for the Delhi BJP leader. Bagga was arrested
by Punjab Police from his home here on Friday, stopped in
Haryana while being taken to Punjab and brought back to the
national capital by Delhi Police hours later. Bagga returned to
his Janakpuri home in the wee hours of Saturday after being
produced before a Dwarka court magistrate by the Delhi Police.
He was taken from Kurukshetra to Gurugram where the Dwarka
court magistrate lived. However, he was later taken to DDU hos-
pital in Delhi for Medico-Legal-Case (MLC) which took a couple
of hours and finally he was produced before the magistrate.

‘Medical examination revealed injury 
marks on Bagga’s body’

SALUTE TO ALL MOTHERS

School students show their greeting cards made for their mothers during a programme organised on the eve of
Mother's Day, at a school in Mirzapur, Saturday.

Rahul to Cong workers

‘Remain united, indiscipline
won’t be tolerated’

Develop hybrid learning: PM
̈ Reviews NEP’s

implementation
Indore, May 07: 

Seven persons, including
a couple, were killed and
nine others suffered in-
juries after a major fire
broke out in a three-storey
residential building in Vijay
Nagar locality of Indore in
the wee hours of Saturday,
police said.

Eyewitnesses alleged that
the fire brigade personnel
arrived late at the spot to
rescue the people trapped
inside the building, and
added that some residents
even jumped off the bal-
conies of their flats and
managed to save them-
selves, although they re-
ceived injuries in the

process. Expressing grief
over the incident, Madhya
Pradesh Chief Minister
Shivraj Singh Chouhan or-
dered a probe into it and an-
nounced an ex-gratia of Rs 4
lakh to the next kin of each
deceased. The blaze erupted
between 3 am and 4 am fol-
lowing a short circuit in the
electricity metre box on the
ground floor of the building
located in Vijay Nagar's con-
gested Swarna Bagh Colony
area having narrow ap-
proach lanes, officials said.

Deputy Commissioner of
Police Sampat Upadhyay
said that Ishwar Singh
Sisodia and his wife Neetu
Sisodia were among the
seven killed in the fire.

Seven dead in major
fire at Indore building

Rs 40 CR BANK LOAN FRAUD CASE

CBI conducts searches
against Punjab AAP MLA 
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Bhilai, May 07: Savita
Dhapwal, an employee
with SAIL-BSP and a sea-
soned mountaineer who
has scaled the world's
highest peak, Mt Everest
is enjoying every bit of the
FIT@50+ Women's Trans
Himalayan Expedition 22,
along with other members
of the all women team led
by Ms Bachendri Pal,
India's first woman to
scale Mt Everest. The ex-
pedition was launched by
Tata Steel Adventure
Foundation (TSAF) that
has joined hands with FIT
India Movement.

Currently in
Kathmandu, Nepal,
Dhapwal along with
other team members cov-
ers an average of 30 kms
in a day, trekking for al-
most 10 hours on daily
basis. The team is tra-
versing the Himalayas
from East to West - from
Arunachal to Karakoram
range, a distance of
around 4,977 kms. The
journey, in Dhapwal's
own words is beautiful -
with sun-kissed moun-
tains, picturesque loca-
tions, and adventurous,
specially when experi-
encing hailstorms.
Adventure and the thrill
of being back in the
mountains is what the 12-
member women's team,
all aged above 50, were

looking for when they
agreed to join the expedi-
tion. For me, it was just
the opportunity I was
looking for, says Smt
Dhapwal, a Lecturer in
SAIL-Bhilai's English
Medium Middle School,
Sector 6. Her husband,
HS Dhapwal has recently
retired from Bhilai Steel
Plant's T & D Dept.

Director I/c Bhilai
Steel Plant, Anirban
Dasgupta and ED (P&A)
KK Singh at Bhilai met
Dhapwal on Feb 22, 2022
to wish her well before
she left Bhilai to join the
team. She was presented
tracksuit and backpack
etc. Chairman SAIL,
Soma Mondal met all the
team members at New
Delhi. The expedition
started on March 08, 2022.
SAIL-BSP provided each
member of the team
tracksuits to suit weather
coniditions.

Ms Dhapwal narrates
that they crossed the 100
km milestone at

Dibrugarh, Assam where
the Indian Army's Dao
warriors hosted them.
The Army at different lo-
cations did a proper recce
of the locations to be
trekked and suggested
suitable changes keeping
in mind the safety of the
trekkers. The Army also
made arrangements for
boarding and lodging at
different locations.

Ms Dhapwal feels hon-
oured being felicitated by
Army, NCC cadets,
schools and local people.
From having a tea-tasting
session at Menoka to
being treated to local hos-
pitality, binging on ready-
to-eat food supplied by
their sponsors, staying at
schools as a night halt to
stopping over at circuit
houses to being accompa-
nied by Army personnel
in tough areas like ele-
phant-infested forests
and military areas, the
expedition is an enjoy-
able journey.

The encouragement

and motivation offered by
people we meet en route
helps keep up our tempo
even as the trek tests our
mental and physical
strength, she says. The
breath-taking view of the
mountains keeps our
spirits high and encour-
ages us to go forward.
Team games and stretch-
ing exercises helps keep
us fit for the trek further.

The expedition is a
combination of grit, dedi-
cation, high energy, perse-
verance, acclimatisation,
rest, recoup, recovery to
continuing their pace and
momentum through the
trek. What is commend-
able is the never-say-die
spirit of the women, all
aged over 50 years, some
touching even 70 years,
and all committed to com-
plete their 5 month long
expedition.

Being supported by
Tata Motors and Tata
Sports Club as drive and
fitness partners, respec-
tively as well as the

Indian Army, the
FIT@50+ Women's Trans
Himalayan Expedition is
being organised in collab-
oration with the Ministry
of Youth Affairs & Sports,
Government of India,
under the FIT India ban-
ner, and is dedicated to
celebrations of 'Azadi ka
Amrit Mahotsav.'

The team members are
drawn from across India
comprising retired pro-
fessionals and homemak-
ers. The 12-member team
also comprises three
Women Everest
Summiteers. The 5-
months long expedition
involves crossing about
37 mountain passes. The
team will commence a
journey of an ultimate
human endurance start-
ing from Arunachal
Pradesh and traverse
through Assam, West
Bengal, Sikkim, Nepal,
Uttarakhand, Himachal
and LehLadakh, and will
be concluded at Tiger Hill
(Kargil) (16,608 feet).

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 07: The NSS
unit of Science College,
Durg launched a cam-
paign against addiction
under the guidance of
Principal of the college,
Dr RN Singh. The NSS vol-
unteers appealed everyone
to stay away from drugs to
create a tobacco-free envi-
ronment in the college.

Lectures were organized
by NSS volunteers in the
college on this subject. In
this program, NSS student
unit in-charge Dr Meena
Mann discussed the harm-
ful effects of drugs.
Students also expressed
their views on this subject.

In-charge of the student
unit, Prof Janendra
Kumar Diwan said that it
is the responsibility of all
of us to create a drug-free
environment. Addiction is

the root of destruction. It
destroys intelligence, it de-
teriorates health, youth
should avoid it, only then
the country and society
will be happy and healthy.
He exhorted the students
to try to create a drug-free
environment in their vil-
lages, cities and towns by
mentioning the disadvan-
tages of using tobacco
products. He further urged

to run public awareness
campaign on this subject
in villages, write slogans,
organize rally. All the stu-
dents took a pledge to cre-
ate awareness on this sub-
ject. Team Leader Lewis
Kumar, Mordhwaj, Satek,
Gayatri, Suman, Lokesh,
along with volunteers,
contributed significantly
in making this program a
success.

Dhamdha Corporators demand new transformers 
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 07: Collector
Dr Sarveshwar Narendra
Bhure discussed the prob-
lems of the city and the
necessary development
works with the
Corporators in Dhamdha
Nagar Panchayat. During
the meeting, Nagar
Panchayat President
Sunita Gupta and Vice-
President Ashok Kasar
were also present.

The Collector inquired
about the situation of
drinking water in the city.
The drinking water condi-
tion in most of the wards
was found to be satisfacto-
ry. The Corporators raised
the main problem of
transformers and electric-
ity supply.

They said that the load
has increased in the city
but the transformers have
not been upgraded accord-
ingly. New transformers

should be installed in
place of old transformers
so that there is no problem
of power failure. The
Collector said that the
Electricity Department
would be directed in this
regard. They also dis-
cussed issues related to
the ponds of Dhamdha.

The Corporators said
that the administration
has conducted an apprecia-
ble task of removing en-
croachments from the
ponds in Dhamdha. People
are happy with the an-

nouncement made by Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
regarding pond beautifica-
tion.

Dhamdha is the city of
ponds and it is retaining its
historic identity. The
Corporators also demand-
ed that the Budha Talab
should be acquired by the
government . The Collector
also inquired about the
condition of Gauthan.

Officials said the
Gauthan suffered destruc-
tion due to the storm. The
Collector instructed to set

up a tin shed in Gauthan.
He told the officials that
cow dung procurement
should be conducted regu-
larly.

Speaking to the
Corporators, the Collector
said that it is necessary to
ensure that all the eligible
beneficiaries get the bene-
fits of government
schemes. The Corporators
must help the deprived
people to get the benefits
of government schemes.
He said that the purpose of
the meeting was to ex-

plore the needs of
Dhamdha area.

Important updates were
received in the meeting
and accordingly the devel-
opment plans of
Dhamdha would be made.
The Collector also in-
quired about the status of
the newly constructed
hospital. The Corporators
replied that the citizens of
the city are getting the
benefit of the hospital.
The government has pro-
vided a great facility in
the form of a well-
equipped hospital.

The Collector said that
the building of the English
Medium School is also
being constructed at a fast
pace. Citizens will also be
able to get a better system
of English education
through Swami Atmanand
English Medium Schools.
SDM Brijesh Kshatriya
was also present in the
meeting.

SBM District Coordinators
visit FSTP in village Patora

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 07: State
Swachh Bharat Mission
(Rural), Nava Raipur had
organized state level train-
ing on faecal sludge treat-
ment. Training was impart-
ed to the District
Coordinators / Consultants
and Deputy Engineers of
all the districts of Durg and
Raipur divisions on May 05
while the officials of
Bilaspur, Surguja and
Bastar divisions received
training on May 06.
Participants from all the
districts visited the Faecal
Sludge Treatment Plant
(FSTP) built in Gram
Panchayat Patora.

Giving detailed informa-
tion regarding the opera-

tion of faecal sludge treat-
ment plant, Ashwani
Dewangan (Chief
Executive Officer, District
Panchayat, Durg) asked the
participants to study in de-
tail the working method
and technology of the plant
during the site inspection of
this plant. He added that
the participants can make
new innovations by chang-
ing the models and tech-
niques while implementing
the projects in their dis-
tricts. He added that the
FSTP is the most essential
unit and is going to become
mandatory for cities as well
as rural areas. Along with
the plant, they also visited
the works done under
SLWM like construction of
segregation workshed,

three-tier water purifica-
tion plant, construction of
soaking pit, vermi nadep
tank, community toilet etc.

After the tour, Rupesh
Rathore and Abhilasha
Anand (State Coordinator)
and Jitendra Katare, Vishal
Katare, Sachin Tajane
(from WaterAid) gave de-
tailed training in respect of
technical aspects of con-
struction. During the visit
to Gram Panchayat Patora,
Manish Sahu, Chief
Executive Officer, Janpad
Panchayat Patan,
Jageshwar Kumar, Sub-
Divisional Officer, Anjita
Gopesh Sahu (Sarpanch)
and team of District
Swachh Bharat Mission
(Rural), Durg and WaterAid
were present.

With improved tap water supply,
dependency on tankers reduced by 90%

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 07: Collector
Dr Sarveshwar Narendra
Bhure visited Gaya Nagar,
Shankar Nagar and
Karhidih areas at the time
of tap water supply in the
morning to inspect the
drinking water system in
the city. For years, the peo-
ple of Karhidih were de-
pendent on hand pumps
for drinking water and in
summer, they suffered
acute water crisis. For the
first time, water has
reached the households
through the Amrut

Mission. People informed
the Collector that summer
was the most difficult time
for them. This year, tap
connection was provided
to the households which
eliminated the water cri-
sis. People stated that this
summer is passing peace-
fully for them.

Commissioner Haresh
Mandavi informed three
years ago, 61 tankers were
required in the Durg city
for supplying water to var-
ious localities. But this
year, only six tankers are
being used in the city till
the month of May. The

Collector inquired from
people about the water
pressure in the taps. Ward
residents replied that the
water is coming with good
pressure. During inspec-
tion, the Collector noticed
that water was getting
wasted at some places. He
asked the people that
water is a very valuable
commodity. It is the re-
sponsibility of every citi-
zen to prevent the wastage
of water and its judicious
use. If used properly, there
is enough water to fulfil
the requirements of every
person. He also gave in-

structions to install taps in
open pipes. A couple of
denizens complained
about the low water pres-
sure in taps. Collector gave
instructions to the con-
cerned officials to get it
rectified. He asked the offi-
cers to remain present for
monitoring at the time of
opening of taps in morn-
ing and evening as well. If
there is some problem in
the water supply in the tap
connection or there is low
pressure in some places or
houses, the officials must
take immediate action to
fix it immediately. The

Collector asked the offi-
cials that clean and ade-
quate quantity of drink-
ing water should be avail-
able to all the households.
He instructed them to
keep monitoring the
arrangements daily. The
officials must ensure that
everyone gets enough
water and it is not being
wasted. The
Commissioner informed
the Collector about the
water supply situation in
the entire city. The
Collector said that an ade-
quate supply of drinking
water is necessary. For
this, it is necessary to keep
an eye on the water pres-
sure at end points. Make
sure that there is no prob-
lem with water especially
in the tail end areas. It is
necessary to conduct prop-
er monitoring as well as
timely resolution of tech-
nical problems. Ward
Corporators Leena
Dewangan and Narendra
Banjare were also present
during the inspection.

Tap water reaches to the outer localities like Karhidih for the first time 

NSS unit of Science College Durg
launches campaign against addiction

Summer Camp organised 
at Sharda Vidyalaya

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  MMaayy  0077:: Keeping in
mind the thought that training
and human life are two sides of
the same coin. Human beings
are trained to face the chal-
lenges of life a summer camp
was organized at Sharda
Vidyalaya, Risali from April 25
to May 07. The camp was inau-
gurated with the aim of all
round development of the stu-
dents. 

On the concluding day of the
camp, a colourful program was
organized with an attractive
exhibition of Henna, Maths
Magic, Digital World,
Calligraphy, Cooking without
Fire, Art and Craft, Fun with
Science which saw active and
enthusiastic participation of
students.

At the outset, the program
started with the worship of
Maa Saraswati. After that
Sanjay Ojha, Director,
Shakuntala Group of Schools,
who was present as the chief
guest, was welcomed with a
bouquet of flowers. School

Principal Sutapa Sarkar deliv-
ered the welcome address.
After the presentation of the
anthem, outdoor activities
were performed. This was fol-
lowed by the performance
showing the steps towards
personality development.
Keeping in mind the proper
development of the students,
special trainers were also
arranged for the activities by
the school management com-
mittee and under their guid-
ance the students were
trained in various sports and
arts.

Addressing the students,
Chief Guest Sanjay Ojha said
that the smile of children is a

flight of new hope. In such
summer camps, he said chil-
dren leave behind the burden
of the bag and with smile learn
many things through play, but
he cautioned it is necessary to
keep improving the efforts
through change. To taste the
fruits of success, one needs to
work hard  and learn continu-
ously.

Manager Mamta Ojha,
Senior Mistress Pooja Babbar
encouraged the students.
Moderated by Meena Sharma
and Anupama Singh, the vote
of thanks was given by Head
Mistress Pushpa Singh. The
function ended with the na-
tional anthem.

BBhhiillaaii,,  MMaayy  0077::  VK Ogale, GM (RMP 2) has bagged the 1st prize in 26th
National Cartoon competition organised on 'World Cartoonist day' jointly
by Culture department of Chhattisgarh government and 'Cartoon watch'
magazine. He was felicitated with a cash prize and certificate. Various car-
toonists from different states participated in the competition. The theme of
the competition was 'Make friends not war'. It may be noted that V K
Ogale's cartoons have been published in various newspapers. His cartoons
have also been published in BSP's magazine 'Parikrama' earlier. 'Steel
toons', a compilation of cartoons by VK Ogale on the field of different as-
pects of Steel has been published by BSP's Public Relations department. VK Ogale has been mak-
ing cartoons since his college days. He was felicitated with the 1st prize in Youth festival of
Jaulpur university. Ogale's cartoons have also found a place in Turkey's humorous monthly publi-
cation 'Phenamyza'. Ogale is the recipient of many state and national level awards. 

Mountaineer Savita Dhapwal from 
BSP currently in Nepal

p For the FIT@50+
Women's Trans
Himalayan Expedition

BSP's VK Ogale bags 1st prize in 
National Cartoon competition
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NIT team inspects PIs under Unnat Bharat Abhiyan

Raipur, May 07: The
Unnat Bharat Abhiyan
(UBA) team of National
Institute of Technology
(NIT) Raipur performed
two days inspection
visit to newly joined
participating institutes
(PIs) i.e. Chouksey
Engineering College,
Bilaspur; Holy Cross
Women’s College,
Ambikapur and
V i s h w a v i d y a l a y a
Engineering College
(VEC) lakhanpur in
Bilaspur and Sarguja
districts  by Regional
Coordinator Dr.
Sudhakar Pandey along
with Dr. Jagadish, RCI
Member. The team in-
spected and interacted
with PI coordinator of

these institutions.
In the first day of the

visit the team visited to
Chouksey Engineering
College, Bilaspur and
met the UBA represen-
tative Dr. Barun Yadav
UBA. The team en-
dorsed that, UBA team
performed some social
activities as distribu-
tion of used computer
for skill development in
their villages and also
they have identified few
major problems as su-
perstitious issues and
lack of education and
medical awareness in
their villages.

In the second day of
visit the team visited to
Holy Cross Women’s
College Ambikapur (

Veronica Choranth,
UBA representative)
and Vishwavidyalaya
Engineering College
(Mohan Rao, UBA rep-
resentative). The team
found that the major is-
sues identified are lack
of health hygiene, water
management for toilet
and poor road structure.
Also, the holy cross
women college has done
following activities like
legal awareness pro-
gram, plantation drive
and awareness about
Govt. plans such as
Gothan and Vihan yo-
jana.

In a continuation the
team visited to
V i s h w a v i d y a l a y a
Engineering College
Ambikapur and advised
them for various UBA
activities.

During the visit, the
UBA team advised the
Participating institutes
(PI) about blue print
and plan of action to
solve the identified
problems, funding and
convergence from Govt.
and private organiza-
tion and also how to
make it more interac-
tive and interesting for
effective implementa-
tion of mandate of
UBA.

CM to officials: Work diligently, be accountable to public

Raipur, May 07:
Chairing a review meet-
ing of officials in
Pratappur today, Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
said that the officers
should stay steadfast in
their duties and be ac-
countable to the public.
Negligence in work will
not be tolerated in any

case. Chief Minister
Baghel had reached
Pratappur after visiting
Pratappur assembly con-
stituency yesterday as
part of his meet-and-greet
campaign. Highlighting

the problem of scarcity of
water in the area, Chief
Minister said that special
attention should be paid
to replenish depleting
groundwater. Urban
Administration and
Development Minister Dr
Shiv Kumar Dahariya,
School Education
Minister Dr Premsai
Singh Tekam, and
Additional Chief
Secretary Subrat Sahoo
were present in the meet-
ing organized at
Pratappur Circuit House.

He stressed on complet-
ing the works under
‘Narva’ expeditiously to
prevent streams and
drains from dying in sum-
mers. Besides, rain water
harvesting system should
be installed in the govern-

ment buildings in
Pratappur. Pointing out
that Surajpur is the first
district after Raipur city,
where there is no water
up to 800 feet; he has
asked the officials con-
cerned to pay attention to-
wards water recharging.

Baghel said that all
those who are in posses-
sion of forest land before
December 13, 2005 should
get forest land lease. He
also asked to resolve the
complaints of the rev-
enue department espe-
cially ones involving
Patwaris. He directed the
officials concerned to pay
attention towards
Gauthans being built
near the villages.
Mistakes or negligence in
the Gauthan scheme will

not be tolerated.
Similarly, ration cards of
all eligible people must be
made. It is our fault, if ra-
tion card has not been is-
sued to an economically
poor household.

He urged the officials to
engage with citizens and
communicate with them
in local dialects as this
strengthens local gover-
nance.

Baghel said that the
secretary-in-charge of
the district should review
and ensure implementa-
tion of all the announce-
ments made and instruc-
tions given. Online call
centers will be set up for
quick redressal of public
grievances. Strict action
will be taken in cases of
illegal mining.

‘Public would get their mandate
against Congress in future’

Raipur, May 07: As part
of the exercise to strength-
en the Organization
through visits of promi-
nent leaders to booth-level
workers, the BJP in-
charge party affairs in
Chhattisgarh D
Purandeswari on
Saturday held meeting
with senior leaders to re-
view the status of the tar-
get they had been given in
this regard.

While D Purandeswari
presided over Divisional-
level meetings at Raipur
and Durg, the Secretary
in-charge Nitin Nabin
held meeting at Bilaspur.
After holding series of re-
view meeting to strength-
en the Organisation, the

General Secretary in-
charge D Purandeswari
also attended the Core
Group meeting of the saf-
fron brigade at party head-
quarters situated at
Kushabhau Thakre prem-
ises. Addressing the senior
leaders, she made it clear
that public contact has to
be increased to win their
faith in a bid to expose the
ruling Congress govern-
ment here.

Apart from State BJP

President Vishnu Deo Sai,
the former Chief Minister
Dr Raman Singh and oth-
ers were also present dur-
ing the Core Group meet-
ing. Meanwhile on her ar-
rival at Mana Airport, she
told media person that
people have questioned
the performance of 38
MLAs of Congress and
claimed that people would
give their correct mandate
against Congress in near
future.

Preparation for registration of institutions for
Diseased Organ transplantation in Chhattisgarh

Raipur, May 07:
Preparations are being
made in Chhattisgarh for
the registration of institu-
tions for Diseased Organ
Transplantation. To this

end the Appropriate
Authority of Human
Organ and Tissue
Transplantation cum
Director Health Services
has written a letter to
Director Medical
Education, Director of All
India Institute of Medical
Sciences (AIIMS), Raipur,
Director of Dau Kalyan
Singh Superspeciality
Hospital Raipur and State
Programme Officer
(Nursing Home Act), ask-
ing for necessary action to
nominate representatives
for the formation of expert
sub-committee for regis-
tration of the institutions.

Institutions have been
told through letter to nom-
inate representatives for
formation of sub commit-
tee of experts in nephrolo-
gy, urology, gastro-enterol-
ogy, gastro-surgery (MCH),
CTVS surgery and pul-
monary medicine depart-

ments. The committee will
be able to recommend ap-
plications for Diseased
Organ Transplantation to
the operator of the State
Organ and Tissue
Transplant Organization
(SOTTO).

Human Organ and
Tissue Transplantation
Act 1994 and 2014 amended
Act are applicable in
Chhattisgarh. Diseased
Organ and tissue trans-
plantation can be done
only under this Act. State
Organ and Tissue
Transplant Organization
and State Supervisor
Committee have also been
constituted for smooth
conduct of the activities of
Human Organ Tissue
Transplantation.

Dr Kamlesh Jain has
been made its state nodal
officer. This committee
will work under the guid-
ance of the appropriate

authority for human
organ and tissue trans-
plantation.

According to the State
Organ and Tissue
Transplant Organization
(SOTTO), the institution is
required to be registered
for Diseased Organ trans-
plantation. Two types of
organizations are involved
in transplantation. The
first is the organization
that is involved in the
transplant itself and the
second is the institution
where the body is available
after death, and where the
organ is kept safe for dona-
tion and the organ is used
for transplantation after
information and process. It
will be mandatory to regis-
ter both the above types of
institutions. Apart from
this, it is also necessary to
encourage people to do-
nate organs after death vol-
untarily in public.

Collector inspects CM Mitan Call Center
Raipur, May 07: As many
as 13 important certificates
are being given to the appli-
cants at home under the
Mukhyamantri Mitan
Yojana started from May 1
in Raipur and other munici-
pal corporations of the
state. Collector Sourabh
Kumar inspected the Mitan
Call Center set up for the cit-
izens to easily get the bene-
fits of this scheme. The
Collector was accompanied
by Raipur Municipal
Commissioner Prabhat
Malik. The Collector has
said that the applicants
should get all the certifi-
cates prescribed by the state
government without any
delay.

Malik informed that thir-
teen types of certificates are
being delivered through
Mitan at home. The appli-
cant can apply by calling the
call center’s toll free num-
ber- 14545. After the applica-
tion, Mitan reaches the ap-
plicant’s home and uploads

the required documents on
the web portal and ensures
payment of the prescribed
fee of Rs 50, which can be
deposited online or in cash,
after which the desired cer-
tificate is delivered to the
applicant at home.

No OTP is demanded

from the applicant in this
whole process. Any appli-
cant can now apply on this
toll free number 14545 for
caste income, birth, death,
marriage certificate or cor-
rections, land information
certificate or non digital
copy. Tax certificate can be

obtained sitting at home.
This saves time, labor, fuel
and money of the applicant.
Officers of Municipal
Corporation and Call
Center including
Additional Commissioner
Abhishek Agarwal were
also present.

RRaaiippuurr,,  MMaayy  0077::  The Oxy Zone
located behind Raipur
Collectorate will now remain
open till 10 pm from Saturday
7th May onwards. Chief of
Forests Rakesh Chaturvedi has
given these instructions in
view of the summer and this
arrangement will be imple-
mented from Saturday. Spread
over acres in the heart of

Raipur city, Oxy Zone is a
favorite place for morning and
evening walkers. In summer
the crowd has increased even
more.

Earlier this oxygen was open
till 9 pm but now Chaturvedi
has given instructions to keep
it open till 10 pm keeping in
view the convenience of the
citizens.

CM worships Lord Shiva at
Pratappur Shiv Mandir

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, May 07: Chief
Minister Bhupesh
Baghel prayed for the
happiness and prosper-
ity of the people of the
state by offering
prayers to Lord Shiva
at the Shiv Mandir lo-
cated in Pratappur.
Urban Administration
and Development
Minister Dr. Shiv
Kumar Dahriya,
School Education
Minister Dr. Premsai
Singh Tekam along
with other public rep-
resentatives were also
present on the occa-
sion.

Recruitment process of Bastar
Fighters to begin from May 9 onwards

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, May 07: In a sig-
nificant development, the
Chhattisgarh government
has started the process of
recruitment for Bastar
Fighters. According to the
information received, the
document verification for
the Bastar Fighters appli-
cants would be held at all
the District Headquarters
of Bastar from May 9. The

scrutiny of documents of
the applicants would be
taken up as per the Roll
Numbers of applicants.
Accordingly, the appli-
cants have been informed
about the process of re-
cruitment.

It is notable that the
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel during his budget-
ary speech in
Chhattisgarh Legislative
Assembly had announced
to constitute Bastar
Fighers as security per-
sonnel for the tribal-domi-
nated region. With the
above notification, the

state government has
started the process of re-
cruitment.

Similarly, the process of
Sub Inspector recruitment
exam has been cleared
which had been pending
for the last sometime.
Admit Card of the appli-
cants for the pot of SI,
Subedar, and Platoon
Commander Recruitment
exam would be made avail-
able to them from May 14.
The applicants can down-
load their admit card from
the official website of
Chhattisgarh government
from May 14.

p Govt clears process
of SI recruitment
also

Oxy Zone behind Raipur Collectorate
to remain open till 10 pm 

CM wishes people on World Red Cross Day
Raipur, May 07: Chief Minister Bhupesh Baghel has
greeted all Red Cross volunteers on the occasion of
World Red Cross Day. He has said in his message, that we
should always be dedicated to save everyone’s life by sac-
rificing everything in times of crisis. Red Cross has al-
ways worked for the welfare of humanity all over the
world without any discrimination. Their service and
dedication is exemplary for all and We sincerely thank
them for this.

Sub-committee of
experts to be
formed to recom-
mend applications

Registration of
institutions with the
State Organ and
Tissue Transplant
Organization
(SOTTO) necessary
for transplantation.

Director Health
Services writes let-
ter to health institu-
tions for necessary
action

Chairs review meet-
ing of officials at
Circuit House of
Pratappur

Highlights problem
of water scarcity in
the area, asks to
pace up work of
water recharging

Raipur, May 07: May 8 is
observed as World
Thalassemia Day. An
awareness program was or-
ganised by Sanjeevani
Cancer Care Foundation to
spread health awareness
related to Thalassemia
among the people. In this
program, hematologist and
haemato-oncologist Dr.
Vikas Goyal shared that
Thalassemia is a blood dis-
order and genetic disease,
which comes from parents
in children. If both parents
have minor thallesimia
than there is 75% chance
that their children will also
suffer from this disease.
Furthermore, there is a
possibility of 50 percent
minor and 25 percent major
Thalassemia. This causes
the rapid destruction of red
blood cells and blood loss in
body. In severe cases of
blood loss, blood transfu-
sion is done.

Dr. Goyal further ex-
plained that two people suf-
fering from Thalassemia
should not marry each
other. It would be better if
the bride and the groom
should get their blood test
done before marriage.
Children can be saved from
this disease through aware-
ness. The process of
haemoglobin in blood is
composed of two types of
protein, namely, alpha pro-
tein and beta globin. The
error in this process of glo-
bin formation is root cause
of Thallesimia. If both par-
ents have minor thalles-
imia than there is 75%
chance that their children
will also suffer from this
disease. Furthermore,
there is a possibility of 50
percent minor and 25 per-
cent major Thalassemia.
This causes the rapid de-
struction of red blood cells
and blood loss in body. In se-

vere cases of blood loss,
blood transfusion is done.
He further explained that
Thalassemia is a serious
disease and it can be pre-
vented in only two ways.
The blood of the bride and
groom should be tested be-
fore marriage, and if minor
thalassemia is found in the
blood of both of them, then
the child becomes fully sus-
ceptible to major tha-
lassemia. In such a situa-
tion, the unborn baby
should be examined when
the mother is 10 weeks
pregnant, this can detect
the disease of Thalassemia
in the unborn child.
Another solution is that if
after marriage the parents
come to know that the baby
is suffering from
Thalassemia, then Bone
Marrow Transplant
method can save the life of
the child. Dr. Vikas Goel
shared that it is more im-
portant to do Thalassemia
test than it is necessary to
not get the horoscope before
marriage, so that the child
born after marriage can be
saved from this disease. He
explained that in this dis-
ease it is mandatory for the
patient to have blood trans-
fusion every 15-20 days.

Sanjeevani Cancer Care Foundation organised
awareness program on Thalassemia Day
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RSU employees to go on indefinite strike from May 17
Central Chronicle News

Raipur, May 07: In the
meeting of Pandit Ravi
Shankar Shukla
University Employees
Union, it was decided to
go on indefinite strike
from May 17 in support
of their nine-point de-
mands.

The meeting of

Pandit Ravi Shankar
Shukla University
Employees Union was
held on Wednesday, in

which it was decided to
go on indefinite strike
from May 17 in support
of their nine-point de-
mands. Union
President, Shravan
Singh Thakur said that
has already discussed
with RSU management
and  government re-
garding the 7th pay
scale arrears, promo-

tion and other demands.
Earlier the strike was
called off after assur-
ance. But even after
months have passed, no
initiative has been
taken. In such a situa-
tion, an indefinite strike
has been planned in the
meeting held in
Vivekananda Garden of
Ravi University.

IIM Raipur organizes ‘Abhivaadan’
Raipur, May 07: Indian
Institute of Management
(IIM) Raipur Campus Club
celebrated May Day to rec-
ognize the accomplish-
ment of the Institute staff.
The celebration was de-
signed to convey our grati-
tude to staff for their hard
work and acknowledge
their contribution to the
smooth functioning of the
Institute. The invitees of
the program were the
housekeeping staff, securi-
ty guards, kitchen team,
office boys, gardeners, and
the sports complex helpers
and other support staff.

The event was inaugu-
rated by the elderly
helpers of the institute.
The invitees put together a
stunning cultural pro-
gram which included mu-
sical performances, poetry
recitals in native

Chhattisgarhi language,
Chhattisgarhi folk dance,
drama, games, and more.
The event saw a participa-
tion with enthusiasm from

all the workers. The win-
ners of the various compe-
titions and cultural pro-
gram were felicitated by
Mrs. Vipra Kakani, mem-

ber of IIM Raipur Campus
Club. Gifts were distrib-
uted to all the workers as a
token of appreciation for
their contribution to the
institute.

Prof. Ram Kumar
Kakani, Director, IIM
Raipur addressed the
gathering and extended
his sincere thanks to all
the workers for their con-
tinued unwavering sup-
port to the institute. He en-
couraged them to make
progress in life and en-
sured adequate support
from the Institute in their
development. The celebra-
tion ended with the na-
tional anthem.
Abhivaadan witnessed an
overwhelming response
from the support staff
who were humbled by the
love and respect they re-
ceived from IIM Raipur.

School Education Deptt has received max
number of applications in Raipur 

Raipur, May 06: RTE
Admission 2022: Under
the Right to Education
Act-2009 (RTE), the
School Education
Department has received
the maximum number of
applications in Raipur.
The maximum number of
16,622 applications has
been received for 8,127
seats. The process is
going on for online ad-
mission for the first
phase for the education
session 2022-23. In the
first phase, the process of
online application will
run till  May 15, 2022 for
the admission of children
of poor and deprived par-
ents. After that the lottery
will be drawn. The allot-
ment of seats will be from

June 3 to 15, 2022. Prior to
this, according to the cen-
sus of 2007 in urban areas
and 2002 in rural areas,
children of parents who
were falling in the pover-
ty line category were get-
ting admission in RTE.
Now admission will be
done according to 2011
census.

Under this, children of
Antyodaya card holder
families will be admitted
in Nursery, KG One, KG II
and Class I. Admission

open now.
In this concern Raipur

DEO AN Banjara said,
process is going on for ad-
mission under RTE for
822 private schools of
Raipur. There are 8127
seats here. Information
about the number of
seats, schools can be ob-
tained from the website.
Under the Right to
Education, private
schools across the state
are admitted from nurs-
ery to first class.

Dhanora police set up
mobile police station 

Kondagaon, May 07: As
per instructions from the
SP Kondagaon Divyang
Patel, and guidance of
Addl. SP Rahul Dev
Sharma and SDOP
Bhupat Singh Dhaneshri
and Inspector Sonsingh
Sori gave a patient hear-
ing to grievances of vil-
lagers by setting up a

mobile police station in
village Dhurvapara of
Dhanora police station
here on Friday.

During this, the vil-
lagers present were also
informed about the ways
to avoid it by giving de-
tailed information about
cyber crime, online
frauds, TM fraud, swin-
dling by chit fund com-
pany.

After this detailed dis-

cussions were held about
the criems against the fe-
male in the society like
dowry torture, domestic
violence, child marriage,
molestation and sexual
crimes against children,
child labour, human
trafficking, and infor-
mation was given to the
women and children
about their rights as per
the laws. Information
was given about to make
women aware by giving
detailed information
about the ‘Abhivyakti
App’ and by telling them
how they can download
it. In the programme,
SDOP Keshkal Bhupat
Singh Dhaneshri, TI
Dhanora Sonsingh Sori,
head constable
Dhansingh Yadav, R.
Vijay Sori, Dinesari
Markam were present.

Liquor sold at arbitrary rate from
Govt Foreign Liquor Shop 

Konta, May 07: Political
parties in the state of
Chhattisgarh had an-
nounced prohibition of
liquor before the assembly
elections, but till now it has
not been implemented.
There was no liquor ban in
the state, but the pockets of
liquor lovers are definitely
being cut in the liquor shop
of Konta Nagar in district
Sukma. In Konta, liquor is
being sold at government
liquor shops at a price high-
er than the MRP.

In the English liquor
shop located in Konta
Nagar of district Sukma,
the employees are robbing
the pockets of the cus-
tomers by taking arbitrary
rates. For a long time, com-
plaints are being seen from
the customers that liquor is
being sold in the liquor
shop to the customers at a
higher price than the MRP.
Every day there is a conver-
sation between the employ-
ees of the liquor shop and
the customers regarding
the high rate. On which
the employees also get
down in the hooliganism.
For which several times a
complaint was made to the
district excise officer
Vishnu Sahu, even after
that no action was taken
against any employee nor

was he asked to change the
rate.

It seems that the business
of selling liquor at a higher
rate is going on in con-
nivance with the excise offi-
cer of Sukma district. Due
to not taking any action
from the Excise
Department of Sukma dis-
trict, the employees of the
liquor shop have got more
courage, who talk to the
customers till Tu-Tu, Main-
Main and tell whoever they
want to tell, we will sell by
increasing the rate. If you
want to take, then take it,
otherwise you will get away
from here. By doing this
type of behavior to the cus-
tomers, they are openly
looting.

To inquire deeply about
it, when the liquor reached
the shop and asked for
liquor by asking the price of
liquor, the employee told Rs
20 more than the MRP rate,
on asking who are you to
ask, if you want to take it or
not, we will increase the
rate only. Will sell, whatev-
er has to be done, it was
said to be done. How the
blessings of the govern-
ment and district adminis-
tration are on these employ-
ees. Because of which the
employees are getting ready
to commit hijacking.

CM promises to open a college, a mini
stadium in Raghunathnagar

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, May 07: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel,
on his extensive tour
under ‘Bhent-Mulaqat
Abhiyan’, visited the vil-
lage of Raghunathnagar
in the Pratappur con-
stituency today. On the
third day of this tour,
Baghel came face to face
with the residents of this
village to understand their
grievances and came to
know about the ground re-
ality of the implementa-
tion of public welfare
schemes. During Jan
Chaupal, he announced
the opening of a college on
youth’s demand, a mini
stadium and construction
of a pond in

Raghunathnagar and a
‘link court’ of Additional
Collector in Vadranagar.

Taking cognizance of
people’s complaints, Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel

instructed to suspend
Patwari Pannelal
Sonwani posted in the
Vadrafnagar Tehsil office
with immediate effect for
taking bribes from farm-

ers. The Chief Minister
inaugurated the state-of-
the-art X-ray machine at
Community Health
Center Raghunathnagar
which will provide better

health facilities to the pa-
tients. The Chief
Minister also inspected
of Raghunathnagar’s
Tehsil Office and
Swami Atmanand

English Medium
School.

CM fulfilled 
Smriti’s wish

Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel in-
spected the Swami
Atmanand English
Medium School in
Raghunathnagar. He
met the children and
talked about their edu-
cation. The girl stu-
dents sang the song
‘Arpa-Pari Ke Dhar’ be-
fore Chief Minister.
During this, Smriti, a
little girl studying in
school, asked “When
will we get a chance to
sit in the helicopter”.
“When you top in your

Class 10 or 12 examina-
tions” Mr. Baghel
replied. She insisted to
sit with Mr. Baghel but
he couldn’t say no and
immediately fulfilled

her wish. Along with
Smriti, three more chil-
dren also got a helicop-
ter ride. It is worth
mentioning that Chief
Minister Mr. Baghel
had yesterday an-
nounced the helicopter
ride for the topper of
the districts in class
10th and 12th this year.
When Smriti, a class 2
girl heard about it and
started to insist to take
a ride in a helicopter.
Children share tiffin

with CM 
School children re-

quested the Chief
Minister to share their
home-cooked Tiffin.
Chief Minister said
that he just had break-
fast. However, the chil-
dren insisted that they
have brought food from
home, especially for
him. Chief Minister
shared their Tiffin and
praised their delicious
home-cooked Dobki
Kadhi.

CM enjoys playing
traditional games

with school children
On the request of the

school children, Chief
Minister Bhupesh
Baghel played tradition-
al games of the state in-
cluding ‘Gilli-Danda’,
‘Pitthul’, and ‘Baati’
with them. He also an-
swered the questions of
the children.

CM inspects
Raghunathnagar

Community Health
Center

Chief Minister also in-
spected the Community
Health Center of
Raghunathnagar and in-
quired about available facil-
ities. He interacted with the
patients and asked them
about the facilities being
provided to them. He inau-
gurated the new X-ray ma-
chine here. The Chief
Minister also presented a
cheque of Rs 1400 under
‘Janani Suraksha Yojana’
and the birth certificate of
her newborn daughter to
Prabhadevi.

CM inspects
Raghunathnagar Tehsil

Office
During the inspection of

the Raghunathnagar Tehsil
Office, Chief Minister Mr.
Bhupesh Baghel inquired
about the revenue cases and
their redressal status from
the in-charge Tehsildar. The
Chief Minister also inspect-
ed the newly constructed
building of this office. The
citizens of Raghunathnagar
expressed their gratitude to
the Chief Minister for the
formation of Tehsil. Urban
Administration and
Development Minister Dr.
Shiv Kumar Dahriya and
School Education Minister
Dr. Premsai Singh Tekam
were present on the occa-
sion.

‘Link court’ of
Additional Collector
in Vadrafnagar to
be started soon

People complain
against Patwari,
suspended immedi-
ately

CM immediately
fulfilled Smriti’s
wish to fly in a heli-
copter

Under  ‘Bhent
Mulaqat Campaign’

SSuurraajjppuurr::  Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel on Friday
reached the primary health
center of village Kerta falling
under Surajpur district.
Talking to the patients who
came for treatment, he
asked about their well-being
and inquired about the facil-
ities available in the hospital.

Keeping in view scorching

heat, the Chief Minister
directed to make all neces-
sary arrangements for
immediate treatment of
patients with heat stroke
besides asking to ensure
arrangements for medicines
and glucose in advance. The
Chief Minister directed the
doctors not to prescribe
branded medicines and to

prescribe only generic medi-
cines. Mr. Baghel also
inquired about the OPD in
the hospital and directed the
doctors, nurses and other
staff to provide better treat-
ment facilities. The Chief
Minister also asked to keep
sufficient quantities of medi-
cines and other equipment in
the hospital.

CM inspects primary health center of village Kerta

In village Dhurvapara

p Under RTE 
admission 2022

Raipur, May 07: SECRW-
WO Raipur organized a
function at Shivnath Rail
Vihar, Ullas Bhavan WRS
Colony here on the occa-
sion of Labour Day and
awarded 24 railway staff
from different depart-
ments for their excellence
at work place. All these
staff are associated with
train operation, track and
safety for more than 25
years. South East Central

Railway Women Welfare
Organization (SECRW-
WO) Raipur president
Mrs Radha Gupta was
present as chief guest
and gave away awards.
On this occasion SECRW-
WO vice president Mrs
Sikha Vishnoi and Mrs
Sunita Mishra, secretary
Mrs Poonam Sahu, treas-
urer Mrs Sanchita
Banerjee, joint secretary
Mrs Shivani Gupta and
other SECRWWO mem-
bers.

SECRWWO Raipur
honours railway staff
p On Labour Day

Surguja, May 07: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
is on an extensive  tour to
meet and greet people in
90  constituencies of
Chhattisgarh. Presently
Baghel has been touring
the Surguja region since
May 4 , during which the
generosity and his sensi-
tivity towards the suffer-
ing, sick , helpless and un-
derprivileged people can
be evidently seen. On the
other hand, the Chief
Minister’s strict  attitude
towards the officials-em-
ployees who have shown
signs of corruption, negli-
gence and compromised
public works is also visi-
ble from place to place.

During his meet-and-
greet campaign, the Chief
Minister is taking due
note of the ground reality
of government’s schemes
and programs on the func-
tioning of government of-
fices, reviewing the gov-
ernment work by meeting
the officers, as well as lis-
tening to the problems of
the people.

Chief Minister Baghel
on his visit to Pratappur
assembly constituency of
Surajpur district , was
face-to-face with the peo-
ple in Govindpur village.
A resident of village
Khorma  by the name of
Somaru Sai, approached

the Chief Minister and
told about his cancer dis-
ease and the financial con-
dition of the family.
Hearing this, sensitive
Baghel understood his
concern and instantly
granted a financial assis-
tance of Rs 1 lakh from
Chief Minister’s fund.
After this gesture, Somaru
got emotional and thanked
Baghel for his kind gens-
ture and informed him
that after receiving this fi-
nancial aid now he wound
not need to bend down in
front of anyone else for
money.

Similarly, on May 5 in
the village of Arajahi,
Chief Minister Baghel had
brought light in the lives of
Anati  Devi’s two blind
children namely Riya and
Chanda by assuring their
treatment sponsored by
the state government. He
instructed to treat their

eyes at any cost in any big
hospital of any metropoli-
tan city be it Delhi or
Chennai. During the meet-
ing at Daura, the Chief
Minister took immediate
action on the complaint of
70-year-old elderly woman
Kabilaso Bai for non-re-
ceipt of ration card and
handed over Antyodaya
ration card to her within
half an hour. It is worth
mentioning that with the
ration card given to
Kabilaso Bai, 40 kg rice
and 2 kg salt, 2 kg gram at
the rate of Rs 5 per kg and
1 kg sugar at Rs 17 per kg
has also been received by
her from fair price shop.

Chief Minister’s affec-
tion and generosity to-
wards children can be
clearly seen when he was
inspecting Swami
Atmanand School in
Raghunathnagar and chil-
dren came up to him and

insisted to take them for a
helicopter ride,to which
he instantly agreed and
granted their wish.

During the Bhent
Mulaqat Campaign, the
stern attitude of Baghel
can also be seen in effect
of the complaints received
from the public about the
matter of negligence and
corruption. Taking
prompt action on the com-
plaint of non-issuance of
ration card during the
meeting, the Chief
Minister had suspended
the CMO of Kusmi Nagar
Panchayat. Similarly,
when a case of negligence
in respect of land acquisi-
tion compensation came
to the fore, the Executive
Engineer of the Water
Resources Department,
the Patwari of Raghunath
Nagar in the case of ille-
gal recovery from the
farmers and the Forest
Divisional Officer in the
case of negligence in the
work of Avarti Charai
scheme in Gauthan, all
these concerned officials
were suspended. Forest
Divisional Officer,
Manish Kashyap, Deputy
Divisional Forest Officer,
Budhsay Bhagat of
Surajpur and Forest
Circle Officer, Bhui
Sanskriti Barle have been
suspended.

‘CM strikes balance in sensitivity and strict attitude’



Central Chronicle News

Konta/Sukma, May 07:
Bastar Commissioner
Shyam Dhawade expressed
happiness after seeing the
wind of change in the
farmers taking advantage
of Girdalpara project on
Malger river, about 12 kms
from Sukma district head-
quarters.

The Commissioner, who
arrived in Sukma district
on Thursday, inspected the
Girdalpara project and in-
teracted with the local
farmers. Collector Vineet
Nandanwar was also pres-
ent during this.

During the interaction,

farmers happy with this
project said that they never
expected that they would
be able to earn the benefit
of additional income by
taking double crop on their
land. Earlier the irrigation
facility was not strong due
to which they were able to
plant their crops in limited
area only.

The crop was not good
even in the rainy season,
but due to this lift irriga-
tion system, now we are
earning profit from the
crop of tomato, chilli etc.
by irrigating more area.
Farmers said that this
project has brought a
major change in their
lives.

The farmers who had
never thought that they
would be able to take ad-

vantage of crops other
than paddy, today, with the
efforts of the Collector,
Water Resources
Department, Agriculture
Department, Horticulture
Department, we villagers
have increased inclination
in agriculture and grow
moong, maize in our fields.
Tomato, Brinjal, Chilli etc.
are getting good yields.

Inspects Ramaram
Gauthan, Jailbari Urban

Gauthan of Sukma
During his one-day visit to

Sukma, Bastar Divisional
Commissioner Dhawade in-
spected Ramaram Gauthan and
Jailbari Urban Gauthan.  By ob-
serving the multi-activity and
livelihood promotion works con-
ducted in Ramaram Gothan, he
appreciated the work of women

self-help groups.  A member of
the women's group told that
one lakh 77 thousand has been
earned by growing vegetables
in Gothan and selling them in
the camps of security forces.  

Apart from this, after observ-
ing the quality of vermi com-
post manure in Gauthan, he di-
rected the officers of the
Agriculture Department to get
the fertilizer lifted soon.
Commissioner Dhawade appre-
ciated the work done by the
women after seeing the grafted
papaya and mango crop in
Gauthan.  Along with this, in-
structions were given to plant
new saplings by shifting the
damage caused to some trees
due to arson in Gauthan and to
get siege done by PPT. Apart

from this, he also inspected the
Urban Gauthan of Nagar Palika
Parishad in Jailbari area.
Commissioner Dhawade was
very impressed by the livelihood
oriented activities of Gauthan
established in the rocky place.  

The female member of
Gomti Swachhata Samiti told
that she has earned Rs 4.50
from bio-waste, Rs. 1.30 lakh
from vermi compost and 46000
from vegetable products.   The
commissioner appreciated the
women's group for decorating
the campus using plastic bot-
tles in the best possible way
and keeping the premises
clean.  Instructions were also
given to the officers to get the
wood made from cow dung sold
at the earliest.

Memorandum submitted to Governor 

Central Chronicle News

Koriya, May 07: A memo-
randum was submitted to
the district administration
in the name of the
Governor by Sadbhav
Journalists Association
(SJA), Chhattisgarh, re-
garding the continuous at-
tacks on journalist and
misbehavior against them.

According to informa-
tion, recently in the case of

the murder of a tribal
youth in Surguja district
journalist Jitendra
Jaiswal, who was report-
ing in the case, was as-
saulted by the police. After
the motion of condemna-
tion in a meeting held at
Circuit House
Baikunthpur, the State

Vice President of the
Association said that the
police officers and employ-
ees involved in this inci-
dent should be dismissed,
while Sarguja Divisional
Vice President Nathu
Pyasi informed that a jour-
nalist in Sidhi district of
Madhya Pradesh, is also

being mistreated in the
lock-up as a accused.

While handing over a
memorandum to the dis-
trict administration in the
name of the Governor of
Chhattisgarh, all the office
bearers including Sonu
Block President of
Janakpur Unit of Sadbhav
Journalist Association
and Shakeel Ansari Block
President of
Manendragarh also ex-
pressed their unison to the
police and administration
officers who committed
such shameful act.

Santosh Singh appointed president

Central Chronicle News

MMaassttuurrii,,  MMaayy  0077::      Santosh Singh
Thakur has been appointed as the
President of Chhattisgarh Working
Journalists Association (CWJA),
Bilaspur District.  State President
Arvind Awasthi has made the ap-

pointment on the recommendation
of the Union's State General
Secretary Vishwa Deepak Rai.  On
the appointment of Santosh Singh
Thakur, journalists from across the
district of the Sangh congratulated
him and described it as a step to fur-
ther strengthen the Sangh.

Demarcate the lands of forest
rights holders: Collector

Central Chronicle News

Kondagaon, May 07: A
review meeting of the
District Level Forest
Rights Committee was
held under the chairman-
ship of the Collector
Pushpendra Kumar
Meena. In this meeting,
the cases received by the
Collector from the sub-di-
visional level committee of
Kondagaon, Farasgaon
and Keshkal were dis-
cussed in detail.

In which 168 out of 171
cases presented in
Kondagaon development
block, 63 presented in
Farasgaon and 115 cases
out of 122 presented in
Baderajpur were approved

by the district level samiti
for Forest Rights. Whereas
3 applications of
Kondagaon and 7 of
Baderajpur were sent to
the sub-divisional
Committee for re-exami-
nation.

On this occasion, for
protection of forest in
order to prevent new en-
croachments in Forest
area, the Collector has is-
sued orders for mandatory

demarcation of the land of
all the forest rights holders
to the SDMs of all the de-
velopment blocks.

In case if there is any
new encroachment taken
place, then they should be
directed to take immediate
action and asked to pro-
vide the information of all
such encroachments re-
moved to the Land
Records branch. Apart
from this, with the help of

the Forest Department,
other encroachments were
also removed.

He also directed to send
information about pre-
serving of the land with
plantation of trees on
Nazul land and about the
plantation done per month
by the Forest Department
and to send the figures of
live trees in the forest to
the Land Records Branch
every month.

You hold our hand we will 
walk with you:  Justice Bhaduri

Central Chronicle News

Bilaspur, May 07: Today
the human life is progress-
ing rapidly. It is a matter of
great significance that the
Bar Association has ac-
tively taken part in today's
program. You hold our
hand, for legal service the
Legal Services Authority
will work along with you;
this will give a sense of
satisfaction to the advo-
cates. Seek learn from
Thomas Hodge's book In
Defense of Human Use.
Every action is indeed in-
complete until and unless
it is implemented to very
grass root level.

The above lines are part
of inaugural address by,
Justice Gautam Bhaduri,
Judge, High Court of
Chhattisgarh and
Executive Chairman of
Chhattisgarh State Legal
Services Authority at One
Day Orientation
Programmme for
Volunteer Advocates of
Chhattisgarh High Court
Bar Association and Panel

Lawyers of High
Court Legal
Services Committee.
Inaugurating the
one-day orientation
program Justice
Gautam Bhaduri en-
lightened the partic-
ipants as to how the
benefit of legal serv-
ice of High Court ad-
vocates and panel
advocates be made
easily available to
the general public

Justice Gautam
Bhaduri further em-
phasized on importance of
e Nyaya Bandhu mobile
app. and encouraged the
participant advocates to
register themselves in the
said app to provide Pro
Bono Services to poor and
needy. His lordship ad-
vised young participants
to take part in legal serv-
ice programmes and Pro
Bono activities under
guidance of their seniors.

Hon'ble Justice further
added that disputes aris-
ing out of everyday life on
day today basis can be am-

icably settled in
Permanent Lok Adalat
(Public Utility Service)
formed under Section 22A
of the Legal Services
Authority Act. Such
Courts are established to
settle dispute in relation
to matters related to
everyday life relating to
transport service, water,
electricity, building soci-
eties. Permanent Lok
Adalat has been conferred
with wide scope of juris-
diction in order to extend
benefits to common man.

His lordships elaborat-
ed on various class specif-
ic campaigns of State
Legal Services Authority
like Abhiyaan Karuna,
Udeed, Aasra, Sachet,
muavja, Unmukt etc.,
Hon'ble Justice explained
the campaign Karuna,
which is specifically de-
vised to reunite seniors
citizen with their family
or seeking maintenance
from their family mem-
bers by providing neces-
sary legal action on their
behalf. Another campaign

Umeed which is formulat-
ed to reunite mental pa-
tients who have become
mentally healthy with
their families. Hon'ble jus-
tice emphasized the advo-
cates must take active part
in implementation of said
schemes and  by joining
all these campaigns, they
will be able to utilize their
capabilities to the fullest
snd also get self-satisfac-
tion.

The special guest of the
above orientation pro-
gram was Justice Sanjay

S. Agrawal, Chairman of
the High Court Legal
Services Committee.
Justice Sanjay S. Agrawal
while addressing said that
due to poverty and illitera-
cy people are deprived of
getting justice.

Article 39 of the
Constitution ensures that
all people have the right to
justice. In the Legal
Services Authority Act
1987, specific provision
has been made to provide
free legal aid at the
National, State and

District level.
Advocates should

work effectively and
seriously in the
cases they get under
the legal service. If
they do not get the
documents related
to the cases, then
they can take coop-
eration from the
State Legal Services
Authority or the
High Court Legal
S e r v i c e s
Committee.

His Lordships told
the new advocates that
they should be engaged in
such work while making
good use of their time and
take advantage of it by as-
similating the informa-
tion given in today's train-
ing.

In his welcome address
The President of the High
Court Bar association,
Abdul Wahab Khan said
that every advocate of the
Bar Association is con-
stantly striving to provide
easy and convenient jus-
tice to the  poor people

who are deprived of jus-
tice due to paucity of
money.

The President said that
even in this scorching
heat, the advocates would
make efforts to get easy
and accessible justice to
the needy persons by
forming a team and reach-
ing the needy persons
through cycle rally.

The other key guest
speakes in the orientation
programme were  Satish
Chandra Verma, Advocate
General, Mrs Sushma
Sawant, Director Judicial
Academy, Kishore
Bhaduri, Senior Advocate,
Yogeshchandra Sharma,
Senior Advocate, Ms.
Deepali Pandey, Vice
President Chhattisgarh
High Court Bar
Association Prashant
Parashar, Secretary,
Higher Court Legal
Services Committee, i
Praveen Mishra, Secretary
District Authority Raipur,
Devashish Thakur,
Secretary, District
Authority Rajnandgaon.

p Encroachment
should be removed
immediately 

p Among the farmers
of Girdalpara project

p Demanding action against
assault on scribes
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Orientation Programmme for Volunteer Advocates of Chhattisgarh HC Bar Association 

Singhdeo reviews developmental works
Central Chronicle News

Jagdalpur, May 07:
Health and Panchayat and
Rural Development
Minister TS Singhdeo,
during his stay in Bastar
here, took a meeting of of-
ficers and reviewed the
works of Panchayat and
Rural Development
Department in detail. In
the meeting, the
Panchayat Minister gave
strict instructions to the
officers and said that the
lack of quality of works
will not be tolerated under
any circumstances.

For this, he also directed
the officials to ensure con-
crete measures. Additional
Chief Secretary of
Panchayat and Rural
Development Department
Smt. Renu Pillay, Secretary
of Medical Education
Department Dr. CR
Prasanna along with Chief
Executive Officer of
District Panchayat of
Bastar, Kondagaon and

Narayanpur districts and
officers of Health and
Panchayat and Rural
Development Department
were present.

The Minister did a de-
tailed review of the targets
and achievements of the
last five years under de-
partmental works, under
this, in Bastar, Kondagaon,
and Narayanpur district,
employment status of 100
days before and more than
100 days, total percentage
of employment provided

to women, scheduled
castes, scheduled tribes,
and women, time bound
wage payment, currently
in panchayats were re-
viewed.

A detailed review of the
ongoing employment-ori-
ented work, the progress
of the ambitious Narva,
Garva, Gurva, and Bari
schemes of the state gov-
ernment was also taken.
Apart from this, he also re-
viewed the activities relat-
ed to agriculture and the

work of self-help groups.
The review of the works of
solid, liquid and liquid
waste management was
also done by the Minister.

On this occasion, mem-
ber of Chhattisgarh
Karmakar Mandal
Balram Maurya,
Chairman of Municipal
Corporation Jagdalpur
Smt. Kavita Sahu, former
Mayor Jatin Jaiswal and
other public representa-
tives and officials were
present.

Commissioner Dhawade pleased to see the ‘winds of change’

RAISING AWARENESS

An activist of People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals (PETA) stands along a road
wearing a coat with baby dolls to raise awareness about the leather industry, in
Hyderabad.

Cyclone threat looms over
east coast, Odisha on alert

Bhubaneswar/Kolkata, May 07 (PTI):

A low-pressure area that
has developed over the
South Andaman Sea is
likely to intensify into a
cyclonic storm and make
its way to the Andhra
Pradesh-Odisha shores
early next week, officials
said. The weather system
over the South Andaman
Sea and the adjoining
southeast Bay of Bengal is
very likely to move north-
westwards and strengthen
into a depression by
Saturday, the Met
Department said.

It is likely to further in-

tensify into a cyclonic
storm by Sunday evening.

The weather office also
warned of thunderstorms
and heavy rainfall over the
districts of Gangetic West
Bengal between Tuesday
and Friday next week in
view of the likely forma-
tion of the cyclonic storm.

The Odisha government
said disaster response and
fire services teams were
kept on standby following
the forecast.

The region has wit-
nessed cyclones in the last
three summers — Yaas’ in
2021, Amphan’ in 2020 and
Fani’ in 2019.
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Lift snag
i Kinnaur (HP): Five

construction workers
got trapped inside a
180-metre-deep tunnel
at the 150 MW Tidong
hydropower project
here after a technical
snag in a lift on
Saturday. Three of
them have been res-
cued. Efforts are on to
bring the other two
trapped workers out
of the tunnel, a dis-
trict official said.
Officials at the project
site said all the five
workers are safe. They
were coming out of
the tunnel after a shift
change using the lift
when it malfunc-
tioned, the officials
said. The rescued
workers have been
sent to a Reckong Peo
hospital, they said,
adding they would be
airlifted to Shimla for
better treatment, if re-
quired.

Woman robbed 
i Thane: Four uniden-

tified persons posing
as policemen robbed a
60-year-old woman of
her ornaments worth
Rs 1.2 lakh in
Maharashtra’s Thane
district, police said on
Saturday. The inci-
dent took place
around 11 am on
Friday when the vic-
tim, a resident of
neighbouring
Mumbai, was travel-
ling towards Thane on
Nashik highway, an
official of Kongaon
police station said.

3 more arrested 
i New Delhi: Police

have arrested three
more accused in the
communal clashes
that broke out in
northwest Delhi’s
Jahangirpuri during
a Hanuman Jayanti
procession last
month, officials said
on Saturday. With this,
36 people, including
three juveniles, have
been nabbed by the
police so far. While
Jahir Khan alias Jalil
(48) and Anabul alias
Sheikh (32) were
nabbed from
Jahangirpuri on
Friday, the third ac-
cused, Tabrez (40),
was arrested from the
same area on
Saturday, they said.

Tourist circuits
i Mathura (UP): The

Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment will develop 14
tourist circuits to pro-
mote tourism in the
state, a minister said
on Friday. One of
these 14 tourist cir-
cuits would be dedi-
cated to martyrs,
Uttar Pradesh
Minister for Tourism
and Culture Jayveer
Singh said. Braj
Bhoomi, the birth-
place of Lord
Krishna, would be de-
veloped as a new
tourist hub displaying
its ancient culture, the
minister said after in-
augurating the four-
day Amrit Sangeet
Utsav here.

Three killed
i Giridih

(Jharkhand): Three
people, including a
child, have been killed
and one person has
been injured in a head-
on collision between
two motorcycles in
Jharkhand’s Giridih
district, police said on
Saturday. The accident
took place near
Chirikiya Dam in
Pirtand Police Station
area late on Friday
evening. One of the
riders and his child
died while his wife is
undergoing treatment
at a hospital, an officer
said. The person rid-
ing the other motorcy-
cle has also died in the
accident, he said.

Bhubaneswar, May 07:

With an objective to in-
crease agricultural pro-
ductivity and the income
of farmers, JSPL
Foundation has launched
a special program Jindal
Krishi Vikash in Odisha
and Chhattisgarh. Under
this program, the
Foundation will support
the farmers, mainly the
small farmers with farm
mechanization equip-
ment. “Mechanisation of
farming is an important
input in modern agricul-
ture practices to enhance
agricultural productivity.
Most of the marginal
farmers in our country are
not able to afford the same,
which adversely affects
their farm income and
overall quality of life.
JSPL Foundation’s Jindal
Krishi Vikash program
aims to support the mar-
ginal farmers through
Farm Mechanization for a
sustainable increase in
production, productivity,
and access to cash income.

This will also reduce
human drudgery, and the
cost of farming and en-
hance farm production
and productivity,” said
Shallu Jindal,
Chairperson, JSPL
Foundation.

Under this program, the
farm mechanization ma-
chinery will be procured
by JSPL Foundation and
placed with a local farm-
ers’ organization like
Farmers’ Producer
Organization (FPO), Agro
Service Centres, Farmer’s
Club (FC), Farmer’s Club

Federation (FCF), Dairy
Society (DS), Village
Watershed Committee
(VWC), etc. The farmers’
organizations need to sign
an agreement with JSPL
Foundation to ensure that
the small and marginal
farmers will be getting the
maximum benefit from
the machinery. Farmers
can use the placed machin-
ery on a custom hiring
basis paying a nominal
amount to the farmers’ or-
ganization. The amount
will be used for mainte-
nance/replacement of the
equipment.

Each local farmers’ or-
ganization can get farm
mechanization machinery
up to Rs. 15 Lakhs exclud-
ing the subsidy given by
the government.
Equipment like tractors,
Power tiller, Reaper,
Power-driven seed drill,
Power Weeder, Power
sprayer, Pump set – 2 (5KV
/ 3KV), Tool kit /
Machinery Room, etc.
would be provided under
this program.

JSPL Foundation to provide farm mechanization
equipment to marginal farmers

Kolkata, May 07 (PTI) :

A five-foot-tall fibre
idol of Goddess Kali,
crafted in the lanes of
Kolkata’s potters’ colony
Kumartuli, is set to
adorn the British
Museum, which is
bringing together sculp-
tures, sacred objects and
artworks from across
the globe for an exhibi-
tion highlighting the
many faces of feminine
power.

Artisan Kaushik
Ghosh, who took a
month-and-half to make
the idol, said that he was
delighted to be a part of
an initiative that would
be celebrating and wor-
shipping femininity.

Ghosh was contacted
in December by Camden
Durga Puja, a committee
of NRI Bengalis in
London, for the project.

“As a Bengali and an
Indian, I am proud of
the fact that my creation

will find a place in the
museum among other
deities. I have used pre-
mium quality fibre and
paints to make the idol,
keeping in mind the
theme of the exhibition.
Ornaments embellish-
ing the idol are all gold-
plated,” the artisan ex-
plained.

The 35-kg idol of the
goddess will be in the
company of Egyptian
deity Sekhmet and
Greek’s Athena at the
museum.

The chairman of
Camden Durga Puja,
Ananda Gupta, who was
approached by Kayte
McSweeney from the
British Museum for col-
laboration, said that a
series of consultations
were held to explain to
her the significance of
the goddess, both in
Hinduism and in indi-
vidual lives and belief
systems. “It is a first-of-
its-kind exhibition,

which will be inaugurat-
ed on May 17. The idol
has already arrived at
the museum.
McSweeney and her col-
leagues, during the
course of their research,
witnessed Kali Puja or-
ganised by Camden com-
mittee and took note of
the rituals being per-
formed. They filmed the
entire process.

“Several rounds of
consultations were held
between McSweeney
and a panel formed by
Camden for the project.
It was then Kaushik
Ghosh, a well-known
clay modeler in
Kumartuli, was contact-
ed. It is as if Maa Kali
has arrived here in
London from the by-
lanes of Kumartuli,”
Gupta said.

An edited version of
the film shot by
McSweeney will be
made available to the
visitors of the museum.

The idol is now being
fumigated and readied
by the British Museum
authorities for the exhi-
bition, said Sunbir
Sanyal, the general sec-
retary of Camden com-
mittee. “Goddess Kali
will be introduced in a
section that explores
warrior goddesses and
aggressive female
deities who provide pro-
tection against earthly
or cosmic threats,” he
underlined. According
to the website of British
Museum, the exhibition
would try to gauge how
female authority was
perceived in ancient cul-
tures. “From wisdom,
passion and desire, to
war, justice and mercy,
the diverse expression of
female spiritual powers
around the world
prompt us to reflect on
how we perceive femi-
ninity and gender iden-
tity today,” the website
added.

Kolkata-made Kali idol to
adorn British Museum

Panaji, May 7 (PTI):

The Goa unit of the
Trinamool Congress (TMC)
has decided to set up an ad
hoc state level executive
committee with a view to
strengthen its base in the
state ahead of the 2024 Lok
Sabha polls.

The Mamata Banerjee-led
political outfit had failed to
open its account in the Goa
Assembly elections held in
February this year despite a
vociferous campaign.

Recently, the party ap-
pointed cricketer-turned-
politician Kirti Azad as it
in-charge for the state, re-
placing Lok Sabha MP
Mahua Moitra.

On Friday, Azad, in the
presence of party leader
Derek O’Brien, held a meet-
ing to take a stock of the
party’s future prospects in
the BJP-ruled coastal state.

“It was decided that the
party will install an ad hoc
state executive committee

with immediate effect for
the state,” a senior party
functionary told PTI.

Azad, during his interac-
tion with the party leaders
here, emphasised to work
with a renewed vigour in
view of the the upcoming
2024 Lok Sabha elections.

“The ad hoc committee
will work at the grassroot
level. The party will declare
its final committee later
later this year,” he said.

The TMC had recently
faced a setback in Goa after
its state unit president
Kiran Kandolkar quit the
party along with two other
members. The BJP, which
won 20 seats in the 40-mem-
ber House in the Assembly
polls, returned to power
with the support of two
MLAs of the
M a h a r a s h t r a w a d i
Gomantak Party (MGP) and
three Independents. The
MGP had contested the elec-
tions in alliance with the
TMC.

TMC to set up ad hoc
committee in Goa to

strengthen base in state

New Delhi, May 07 (PTI):

The National Green
Tribunal has cleared the
decks for the inland water-
way project on the stretch
of the Ganga river be-
tween Prayagraj and
Haldia which is also
known as the National
Waterway 1.

A bench headed by NGT
Chairperson Justice
Adarsh Kumar Goel said
there is no scope for this
tribunal to consider the
matter as far as this proj-
ect is concerned as the
Allahabad High Court has
already decided the issue.

The Inland Waterways
Authority told the tribunal
that the High Court, in its
April 28, 2016, order, al-
lowed the project subject
to receipt of all required
statutory clearances.

“We find that as far as
the present project is con-
cerned, the Allahabad
High Court order dated
April 28, 2016, clinches
the matter. In the face of
the said order, there is no
scope for this tribunal to
consider the matter as
far as this project is con-
cerned,” the NGT bench
said.

The High Court has ex-
pressly referred to the
issue of environmental
clearance and allowed
the project proponents to
proceed with the project
and get an environmen-
tal impact assessment
conducted after commis-
sioning of the project, it

said.
“Any contra order by

this tribunal will be im-
proper. Even if the order
of the High Court pro-
ceeded on the statement
of counsel, the same has
been operative for six
years and this tribunal is
not the forum to question
the same.

“As already suggested,
for future consideration,
MoEF (Ministry of
Environment, Forest and
Climate Change) may
study and clarify the mat-
ter for technical and gov-
ernance clarity for in-
land waterways proj-
ects,” the bench, also
comprising Justice
Sudhir Agarwal and ex-
pert member Prof. A
Senthil Vel, said.

The NGT, however, said
it would be open to an ag-
grieved party to take
remedy against any vio-
lation of environmental
norms in executing the
project, in accordance
with the law. It also noted
that the Union
Environment Ministry
has failed to respond to
its order to have the mat-
ter examined by experts.

“Affidavit dated March
11, 2019, does not show
consideration by any ex-
pert. Further, in view of
the stand of the Ministry
of Jal Shakti, the matter
is to be dealt with by
MoEF and not by MoJS
(Ministry of Jal Shakti),
as assumed in the last
order.

NGT clears decks for inland
waterway project on Ganga

river from Prayagraj to Haldia

Shallu Jindal, Chairperson,
JSPL Foundation 
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INVESTITURE CEREMONY

French President’s wife daughter Tiphaine Auziere (L) arrives with her family at the
Elysee presidential palace in Paris on Saturday, to attend the investiture ceremony of
Emmanuel Macron as French President, following his re-election last April 24.

BRIEF
Motherhood deferred

New York: For
Allyson Jacobs, life
in her 20s and 30s
was about focusing
on her career in
health care and en-
joying the social
scene in New York
City. It wasn’t until
she turned 40 that
she and her husband
started trying to
have children. They
had a son when she
was 42. Over the past
three decades, that
has become increas-
ingly common in the
U.S., as birthrates
have declined for
women in their 20s
and jumped for
women in their late
30s and early 40s, ac-
cording to a new re-
port from the U.S.
Census Bureau.

Powerful blast 
Havana: A powerful
explosion apparently
caused by a natural
gas leak killed at
least nine people and
injured 40 when it
blew away outer
walls from a luxury
hotel in the heart of
Cuba’s capital. No
tourists were staying
at Havana’s 96-room
Hotel Saratoga be-
cause it was under-
going renovations,
Havana Gov.
Reinaldo Garc a
Zapata told the
Communist Party
newspaper Granma.
“It has not been a
bomb or an attack.

Small plane crashes 
Savannah (US):
Crews searched wa-
ters off the coast of
Georgia for the pilot
of a small plane that
officials said crashed
into the Atlantic
Ocean. The National
Transportation
Safety Board re-
leased a statement
Friday saying it’s in-
vestigating what
caused the Cirrus
SR22 aircraft to go
down in waters
about 40 miles (64
kilometers) south-
east of Savannah.
The Federal Aviation
Administration con-
firmed only the pilot
was on board when
the single-engine
plane crashed at
about 9 a.m., news
outlets reported.

Avian flu
Portland (US): An
avian flu that’s
spreading quickly
across the US has
been detected in the
Pacific Northwest in
two backyard bird
flocks in rural Oregon
and Washington.
Several geese in a
noncommercial flock
of about 100 water-
fowl died suddenly on
a farm in Linn
County, Oregon, and
federal authorities
confirmed Friday that
they died of the avian
flu. It was the state’s
first case since 2015.

Tourist killed 
Irbil (Iraq): A
Danish national was
killed by a roadside
bomb while cycling
in northern Iraq, the
country’s local
Kurdish authorities
said Friday, blaming
Turkish Kurdish in-
surgents for planting
the device.
According to a state-
ment from police in
the Dohuk region,
Torbjorn Methmann
died in an explosion
on Thursday. Police
said Methmann and
his companion,
William Karlsson,
also a Danish nation-
al, were cycling in
the semiautonomous
Iraqi Kurdish region
when Methmann’s
bicycle struck the
roadside bomb.

United Nations, May 07 (PTI):

The UN Security
Council has expressed
deep concern” over the
“maintenance of peace
and security” of Ukraine
and backed efforts by
S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l
Antonio Guterres to find
a peaceful solution, issu-
ing a unanimous state-
ment on the conflict for
the first time since the
February 24 invasion by
Russia.

The 15-nation Council,
under the current month-
ly Presidency of the US,
unanimously adopted a
very brief Presidential
Statement on Ukraine
Friday.

In the statement, the

Council expresses deep
concern regarding the
maintenance of peace
and security of Ukraine.

The Presidential
Statement does not use
the terms war or conflict
for Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine, only recalling
that all member states
have undertaken, under

the Charter of the United
Nations, the obligation to
settle their international
disputes by peaceful
means.

The Security Council
also expressed strong sup-
port for the efforts of
S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l
Antonio Guterres in the
search for a peaceful solu-

tion. Guterres had
briefed the Council on
Thursday on his recent
visit to Russia and
Ukraine, where he had
met with President
Vladimir Putin and
President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy on April 26
and 28.

Throughout my travels,
I did not mince words. I
said the same thing in
Moscow as I did in
Kyiv...Namely that:
Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine is a violation of
its territorial integrity and
of the Charter of the
United Nations.

It must end for the sake
of the people of Ukraine,
Russia, and the entire
world, Guterres had said.

UN council backs UN chief’s
peace effort in its first action

London, May 07 (PTI):

An Indian-origin man
who was found guilty of a
violent robbery in east
London has been sen-
tenced to 20 years impris-
onment along with two of
his accomplices.

Ajaypal Singh, 28, had
pleaded guilty to the
charge of possession with
intent to supply and pos-
session of a pointed/blad-
ed article and was found
guilty of robbery at a trial
in November last year.

He was sentenced at
Snaresbrook Crown Court
on Friday to 20 years, with
an extended licence period
of five years allowing for a
further term dependent on
conduct.

“This result is the con-
clusion of a complex in-
vestigation into a serious
and violent crime that had
a significant impact on the
local community,” said
Detective Constable (DC)
Darren Warner from the
Specialist Crime
Command of the
Metropolitan Police, who
conducted the investiga-
tion.

“It also left a family, in-
cluding a young child, ter-
rified. They will never be
able to forget what hap-
pened to them that night. I
am grateful to the mem-
bers of the public who
came forward to assist the
investigation in the
Metropolitan Police we
know that we are most ef-
fective when we police
with the support of the
public, working together
to tackle those causing the
most harm,” he said.

In her sentencing re-
marks on Friday, Judge
Patricia Lees commended
DC Warner for his “intelli-
gent, honest and reason-
able” approach to the in-
vestigation.

It is clear to me that he
is an outstanding officer of
whom the MPS should be
proud, she said.

On May 1, 2020, police
were called to a residential
property in Upminster in
east London and found an
11-year-old boy who was in
a serious condition with a
gunshot wound. A man,
aged in his 40s, had also
sustained stab wounds to
his head.

Indian-origin man jailed for 20 years
for violent robbery in London

United Nations, May 07 (PTI):

The path of diplomacy
and dialogue should be the
only viable option for ad-
dressing the ongoing con-
flict in Ukraine and no so-
lution can be reached by
shedding blood, India has
said, as it reiterated its
deep concern at the wors-
ening situation in the East
European country.

Russia on Friday hosted
a Security Council Arria-
formula meeting on
Systematic and mass grave
violations of the interna-
tional humanitarian law
as well as other war crimes
committed by the
Ukrainian military per-
sonnel and militia and dis-
covered in the course of
the ongoing special mili-
tary operation of the
Russian armed forces.’

Counsellor in India’s
Permanent Mission to the
UN Pratik Mathur said
that India continues to re-
main deeply concerned at
the worsening situation in
Ukraine and reiterated the
call for the immediate ces-
sation of violence and end
to hostilities.

We believe that no solu-
tion can be arrived at by
shedding blood and at the
cost of innocent lives. We
have emphasised right
from the beginning of the
conflict that the path of
diplomacy and dialogue
should be the only viable
option, he said.

Mathur stressed that
India strongly condemned
the killing of civilians in
Bucha and supported the
call for an independent in-
vestigation. India also sup-
ports all efforts to alleviate
the suffering of the people
of Ukraine.

We believe that there
will be no winning side in
this conflict and while
everyone impacted by it
will continue to suffer,
diplomacy will be a lasting
casualty, he said.

He reiterated that India
agrees that the immediate
priority is the evacuation
of civilians from areas wit-
nessing intense fighting
and emphasised that it is
in our collective interest to
work constructively, both
inside the United Nations
and outside, towards seek-
ing an early resolution to

this conflict.
India again welcomes

the visit of Secretary-
General Antonio Guterres
to Moscow and Kyiv and
his engagement with the
leadership in Russia and
Ukraine, he said.

Mathur voiced apprecia-
tion for the efforts of the
United Nations in evacuat-
ing the civilian population
from Mariupol.

We hope these efforts
will extend to other areas
as well.

Guterres on Thursday
briefed the Council on his
recent visit to Russia and
Ukraine, where he had met
with President Vladimir
Putin and President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy on
April 26 and 28.
Throughout my travels, I
did not mince words. I said
the same thing in Moscow
as I did in Kyiv...Namely
that: Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine is a violation of
its territorial integrity and
of the Charter of the
United Nations. It must
end for the sake of the peo-
ple of Ukraine, Russia, and
the entire world, Guterres
had said.

Path of diplomacy, dialogue should be the only
viable option on Ukraine conflict: India

Seoul, May 07 (AP):

North Korea fired a sus-
pected ballistic missile to-
ward its eastern sea on
Saturday, the South Korean
and Japanese militaries said,
in its second launch this
week, apparently continuing
a provocative streak in
weapons demonstrations
that may culminate with a
nuclear test in the coming
weeks or months.

South Korea’s Joint Chiefs
of Staff didn’t immediately
say what kind of weapon the
North fired or how far it flew.
Japan’s Defence Ministry
said the launch was possibly
ballistic, but didn’t immedi-
ately provide the flight de-
tails.

The launch came three

days after South Korea and
Japan’s militaries detected
the North firing a suspected
ballistic missile from near its
capital, Pyongyang, on
Wednesday, and three days
before the inauguration of
South Korean President-
elect Yoon Suk Yeol, who has
vowed to take a tougher ap-
proach over the North’s nu-
clear ambitions.

The latest launch was like-
ly North Korea’s 15th round
of missile firings this year,
including its first test of an
intercontinental ballistic
missile since 2017 that
demonstrated potential
range to reach the entirety of
the US mainland.

Experts say the unusually
fast pace in testing activity
underscores a brinkmanship

aimed at forcing the United
States to accept the idea of
the North as a nuclear power
and remove crippling sanc-
tions. There are also signs
that North Korea is restoring
tunnels at a nuclear testing
ground, where it had con-
ducted its sixth and last nu-
clear test in September 2017,
in possible preparations for
another explosive test. North
Korean leader Kim Jong Un
has punctuated his missile
tests with statements warn-
ing that the North could
proactively use its nuclear
weapons if threatened or
provoked, which experts say
possibly portends an escala-
tory nuclear doctrine that
would create greater con-
cerns for South Korea and
Japan.

North Korea fires suspected missile into sea

Moscow, May 07:

Russian President
Vladimir Putin’s alleged
girlfriend, Alina
Kabaeva, is included in
the sixth proposed pack-
age of European Union
sanctions against Russia
over its invasion of
Ukraine. According to
two European diplomatic
sources, Kabaeva, who
has been romantically
linked to Putin was in-
cluded in proposed EU
sanctions list, reported
CNN. At this stage,
names can be taken off or
added at member states’
discretion and is expect-
ed to be a point of negoti-
ation when any new sanc-
tions package is pro-
posed, an EU
Commission source told
CNN. The EU has not offi-
cially signed off on the
draft proposal.

“Discussions are going
on. It’s not a piece of
cake, but we have to wait
and see,” one of the diplo-
matic sources told CNN.

Kabaeva, who was
born in 1983, was first
linked to Putin more than
a decade ago, while she
was a medal-winning
gymnast.

Putin, who is divorced,
has denied a relationship
with her.

Kabaeva and Putin re-
portedly met when she
was a young gymnast
who won multiple medals
domestically at European
competitions and at the
Olympic Games.

She was awarded the
gold medal for rhythmic
gymnastics at the Athens
Games in 2004.

Widely known in her
home country, she was
chosen as one of the
torch bearers when
Russia hosted the Winter
Olympics in Sochi in
2014, an event that took
place shortly before
Russia illegally annexed
Ukraine’s Crimean
Peninsula, reported
CNN. In April, the Wall
Street Journal reported
that United States offi-
cials had been debating
whether or not to place
sanctions on Kabaeva,
with concerns that such a
move might increase ten-
sions further because it
could be an extreme per-
sonal blow to Putin.

Putin’s alleged girlfriend
faces EU sanctions

Islamabad, May 07 (PTI):

At least 80 houses col-
lapsed in Khuzdar district
when a 5.2 magnitude earth-
quake struck Pakistan’s
Balochistan province, ren-
dering over 200 families
homeless, media reports
said on Saturday. According
to the meteorological office,
the quake’s epicenter was lo-
cated near Aurnaji, and hit
the area at 11.55 am on
Friday, the Dawn newspaper
reported. The earthquake
was felt for half a minute,
forcing the people to run out
of their homes into the
open, officials said. After the
major jolts, the area kept ex-
periencing aftershocks at
brief intervals. A vast area
of Aurnaji was affected by
the earthquake that demol-
ished over 80 houses while
big cracks appeared in 260

other houses, retired Major
Ilyas Kibzai, the deputy
commissioner of Khuzdar,
told Dawn, adding that most
of the destroyed houses
were built with mud. The
quake also damaged Nali,
Zamri, Barang, and
Nachkan Sonaro Lathi vil-
lages in the Wadh tehsil.
Fortunately, no human loss
was reported as most people
were busy in their routine
work outside their homes.
While those who were inside
left their houses as soon as
the jolts began, Kibzai said.
He said that over 200 fami-
lies were rendered homeless
as their houses were de-
stroyed, adding that soon
after receiving information
about the earthquake, relief
goods, including tents,
sheets, food items, and
drinking water, were dis-
patched for the quake-affect-

ed people.
However, he pointed out

that the rescue and relief
teams were facing difficulty
in reaching the affected vil-
lages as they were located in
hilly areas.

We have sent healthcare
teams along with medicines,
the deputy commissioner
said, adding that efforts
were also underway to pro-
vide emergency shelter to
the affected families.

Meanwhile, Balochistan
Chief Minister Mir Abdul
Qudoos Bizenjo expressed
serious concern over the fi-
nancial losses caused by the
earthquake to the local peo-
ple and directed the local ad-
ministration and the
Provincial Disaster
Management Authority to
immediately launch an ef-
fective relief operation in
the quake-hit areas.

Quake damager over 80 houses
in Pakistan’s Balochistan

W ith Mother's
Day right

around the corner,
many grateful and lov-
ing families are think-
ing about what to give
mum to show their ap-
preciation. Should you
give her chocolate?
Nope. Fancy soaps?
Nope. Fuzzy slippers,
pyjamas, scented can-
dles? No, no and no.
On this Mother's Day,
keep your cash and
give your wonderful
mother gifts that will
actually have a long-
term impact on her
health and well-
being.Do a chore that
mum hates and hold
onto it forever.

Research shows men have
increased the amount of time
spent on housework and child-
care and that mothers, over
time, are doing less (hooray!).
But, women still do more

housework than men, espe-
cially when kids are in the
home. Further, men tend to
pick up the more desirable
tasks, like cooking and playing
with the kids, leaving mothers
to do the less pleasurable
chores (think cleaning toilets
and clearing out fridges).

The chore divide in same-
sex relationships is generally
found to be more equal, but
some critique suggests equali-
ty may suffer once kids are in-
volved. This year give your
mum (or mums) the gift of
equal housework and child-
care sharing start by taking
the most-hated tasks and then
hold onto them forever.
Research shows housework in-
equality is bad for women's
mental health. Undervaluing
women's housework and un-
equal sharing of the chores de-
teriorates relationship quality,
and leads to divorce.

Housework and childcare
take up valuable time to keep
the family happy, harmonious
and thriving, often at the ex-
pense of mum's health and
well-being. So, skip the choco-
lates and show mum love by
doing the worst, most drudger-
ous and constant household
chores (hello, cleaning mouldy
showers!) and keep doing
these forever.

Initiate a mental unload
The mental load is all of the

planning, organising and
management work necessary
to keep the family running.
The mental load is often per-
ceived as list making or allo-
cating tasks to family mem-
bers. But, it's so much more it
is the emotional work that
goes with this thinking work.

The mental load is the
worry work that never ends
and can be done anywhere,
anytime and with anyone (in,
for example, said mouldy
shower). Because the mental
load is performed inside our
heads, it is invisible. That
means we don't know when we
or others are performing this
labour unless we really tune
in.

In fact, it is often when we
tune in through quiet time, re-
laxation or meditation that the
mental load rears its ugly
head. Suddenly you remind
yourself to buy oranges for the
weekend soccer game, organ-
ise a family movie night and
don't forget to check in on
nanna.

Women in heterosexual rela-
tionships are shown to do
more of the mental load with
serious consequences for their
mental health. But we don't
have a comprehensive meas-
urement of how much women
do it nor how it is allocated in
same-sex couples.

So, on this mothers' day
spend some time talking
about, cataloguing, and equal-
ising the family's mental load.

This isn't just making a list
about what has to be done but
also understanding how the
mental load connects to the
emotional health of the family,
and the person carrying this
invisible labour, worry and
stress.

Speak up for your mum 
and all caregivers

Families alone cannot bear
the brunt of the caregiving
necessary to keep us thriving.
Governments, workplaces and
local communities also play a

critical role. For this mothers'
day, pick an issue impacting
mothers (for example, equal
pay, affordable childcare or
paid family leave) and do one
thing to help move the needle.

Write a letter to your boss,
your local MP, or donate
money to an advocacy organi-
sation advancing gender
equality.

Or, role model these behav-
iours yourself normalise care-
giving as a critical piece of
being an effective worker, cre-
ate policies and practices that
support junior staff to care for
themselves, their families and
their communities and use
these policies.

Research shows men want
to be equal carers and sharers
but often fear what taking
time off for caregiving will
signal to their employer de-
spite evidence that fathers
who request flexible work are
perceived more favourably.

Appearing to be singularly
devoted to work was shown to
be impossible during the pan-
demic with kids, spouses, part-
ners, and pets home all day
long. Learning to create more
care-inclusive workplaces and
communities is critical.

Paid parental leave, afford-
able and accessible high-quali-
ty childcare, flexibility in how,
when and where we work and
greater investments in paid
sick leave, long-term disability
support and aged care are just
a few policies that would
strengthen the care safety net.

We will all be called upon to
care at some point in our lives
let's create the environments
that support caregiving for all,
not just mum.
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WHO's wrong data 

India and the World
Health Organization (WHO)
are at loggerheads over the
latter's new estimation of
mortality rates in India. The
truth will never be known
even by the Central
Government, because the
State Governments did the
data collection and report-
ing. If there is under report-
ing at the source it will only
flow down. But millions of
deaths can't be hidden.
There is some truth in the
WHO report, but I want to re-
mind it that nobody can hide
millions of deaths and that
too in a country where
Covid-related deaths are
compensated by States. The
bottom line, however, is that
the application numbers are
not anywhere near WHO's
numbers. Incidentally, data
from 11 States, which togeth-
er account for 75 per cent of
the country's death burden,
shows that the total number
of applications made for
compensation is less than
twice the combined death
toll in these States. In
Gujarat, the number of ap-
plications is over 10 times
the death tally, but in Kerala
the applications are less
than the recorded deaths.
The WHO numbers would
also imply that the Covid-19
deaths per million popula-
tion in India is 3,448, instead
of 384 according to the offi-
cial death toll. The global av-
erage for deaths per million
is about 804. In India, bar-
ring Goa, Kerala has the
highest deaths per million
population, of about 1,950
people, which is supposed to
be one of the best States in
keeping records. These all
clearly indicate that WHO's
facts and figures not only
about India's Covid toll of 4.7
million, but also other coun-
tries have created a big ques-
tion mark. Hence, even after
a few million deaths more
than actual Government
data in India, the WHO's
data was rightly rejected by
the Modi Government as
'lacks academic rigour'.

BBiiddyyuutt  KKuummaarr  CChhaatttteerrjjeeee,,  FFaarriiddaabbaadd

Convocation and award 
The convocation coat

given to the graduates in the
name of award is just a
cheap piece material with a
combination of repulsive
colours. The students are ex-
pressing their grievances by
claiming themselves as the
victims of convocation cere-
mony as they have con-
tributed a handsome
amount of money for it. It is
not only about the money,
'emotion' also matters. It is
the dream of students to feel
that they have graduated
through the respected cere-
mony of convocation. Why
are the authorities playing
with the students' emotions?
I request the Government to
look into the matter so that
such practices don't get re-
peated in the future.

HHiiyyaannjjaalleeee  RRaannggrraa,,  vviiaa  mmaaiill

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

WHAT THEY TWEET!

VViiccee  PPrreessiiddeenntt  ooff
IInnddiiaa@@VVPPSSeeccrreettaarriiaatt

Pained to learn about the
loss of lives in a road acci-
dent on Yamuna express-
way. My thoughts are with
the bereaved family mem-
bers in this hour of grief.
My prayers for the speedy
recovery of the injured.

KKaappiill  SShhaarrmmaa@@KKaappiillSShhaarrmmaaKK99

When your dream comes true wonderful
time spent with the legend of our film
industry Mr @ikamalhaasan what an
actor n what a great human being.Thank
you for gracing our show sir  best wish-
es for #vikram love n regards always
#tkss #thekapilsharmashow.

SSuubbrraammaanniiaann  SSwwaammyy@@SSwwaammyy3399

Why deny Japan a most non- mili-

taristic country access for airlift-

ing civil supplies for Ukraine suf-

fering people?

KKeevviinn  PPiieetteerrsseenn@@KKPP2244

And the world of cricket
changed when T20 cricket
became a real player for
private owners. Every
sportsman is a brand!
You’re all going to have to
deal with that. They’ll go
where the cash is! 

NNiittiinn  GGaaddkkaarrii@@nniittiinn__ggaaddkkaarrii

The 4/6 laning of Bodhre to Dhule section of NH- 211 (New NH-52) in the State of Maharashtra under
#Bharatmala Pariyojana is ongoing as per schedule. #PragatiKaHighway #GatiShakti

Take on more housework, share the mental load and advocate for equality instead

IInnddiiaaTTooddaayy@@IInnddiiaaTTooddaayy

Japan bans coal imports from
Russia, will nuclear power be the
best alternative for the disaster-
prone nation? Watch to know
more.

P rime Minister Narendra Modi's three-nation European tour has
given a new dimension to India's 'Look West' policy that in-

volves not just strengthening ties with the EU but also with key EU
member states as his series of bilateral meetings aimed at boosting
ties in a range of areas including trade, energy and green technology.
His visit to Berlin, Copenhagen and Paris sought to “energise” bilater-
al relations with European majors, Germany and France, besides at-
tending the India-Nordic summit. The Ukraine issue also figured
prominently at the second India-Nordic summit attended by Prime
Minister Modi and his counterparts from Finland, Iceland, Sweden,
Norway and Denmark in Copenhagen. Modi said that India believes
no country will emerge victorious in the Russia-Ukraine war as all will
suffer losses and there will be a "more serious" impact on developing
and poor countries. This is because Germany has the biggest depend-
ence on Russian oil and gas (like India with Russian defence equip-
ment), and has been under pressure to reduce it. It has now decided
to stop import of Russian coal this summer and severely reduce gas
imports. Although the country is one of the bright spots in Europe’s
economic performance, an immediate ban on Russian gas will plunge
it into a deep recession besides triggering a surge in energy prices.
Shifting to clean energy is very much part of its agenda. Modi held
"productive talks" with his Danish counterpart Mette Frederiksen and
also attended a business summit to discuss economic linkages. The
second India-Nordic summit primarily focused on post-pandemic
economic recovery, climate change, renewable energy and the evolv-
ing global security scenario. 

On the sidelines of the summit, PM Modi held separate bilateral
meetings with his counterparts from Norway, Sweden, Iceland and
Finland. He met German Chancellor Olaf Scholz in Berlin and the two
leaders discussed key areas of bilateral cooperation under the overall
strategic partnership, as well as regional and global developments.
He also addressed the Indian community in Berlin. Modi, who was in
Paris for the final leg of his tour, held extensive talks with French
President Emmanuel Macron, who was re-elected to the top post
over a week back. He discussed with Macron issues of bilateral and
mutual interests as well as regional and global developments, amid
Russia's aggression against Ukraine. The most substantive outcome
of the 6th India-Germany inter-governmental consultations, co-
chaired by Modi and chancellor Olaf Scholz, was the declaration of in-
tent on a bilateral partnership on green and sustainable development,
with development assistance of 10 billion euros by 2030 to support
India’s green growth plans. Both nations have agreed to create a
green hydrogen taskforce and a partnership on renewables. They
also agreed to work on joint projects in third countries. There is also a
comprehensive partnership on migration and mobility to ease move-
ment of skilled Indian workers, which could serve to facilitate the
larger FTA between EU and India. In Copenhagen, both India and
Denmark resolved to take forward their green strategic partnership.
The summit with Nordic countries was also energy-related as they
are pioneers in clean energy, green technologies and innovation. With
this visit, PM Modi has signaled that Europe is an important part of
India’s strategic calculus.

PM’s Europe tour to boost
India’s ‘Look West’ policy

E lon Musk’s financial muscle is being felt all over the world.
After buying Twitter for $44 billion in cash a few days back,

Musk is now joking that Coca-Cola is next on his shopping list. In a list
of 2668 billionaires worldwide, India has 166 of them. But few Indian
billionaires make news for such audacious business deals as Musk
has just illustrated by acquiring Twitter. At a lightning pace, his offer
for Twitter which he said was his best and finally landed the most in-
fluential social media platform in his lap. Besides, everything about
Tesla's CEO is as enigmatic as awe-inspiring his businesses are. Elon
Musk is 50 years old, has been married thrice, and has 7 children. He
was almost getting married for the fourth time but it seems he junked
the plan because he doesn’t have time for family life. Famous
Canadian singer Grimes and Musk were in a relationship between
2018 and 2021 and has a boy born on 4 May 2020 and named X Æ A-
Xii. If you have difficulty pronouncing this name, you can simply call
him X. This name is inspired by artificial intelligence and many other
things. Musk says he doesn’t have a home and he sleeps in friends’
spare bedrooms. Grimes is now a semi-girlfriend because Musk does-
n’t have time to engage in a full-scale relationship. Musk’s first start-
up PayPal is worth $101 billion today. The system he is trying to put in
place at Tesla can one day produce a million cars every day. His space
exploration company SpaceX will launch 52 flights in 2022. Another of
his ventures, Starlink is ready to provide low-latency (high-speed) in-
ternet to the entire globe through low-orbit earth satellites, in con-
trast to underwater cables that provide the internet service now. His
company holds bitcoin on its balance sheet and his Japanese hunter
dog breed ShibaInu is the muse of a dozen altcoins, including one
named after his dog Floki, that holds roughly $100 billion in valuation.
Do all these even remotely sound like an Indian entrepreneur?
Gautam Adani, the richest Indian at the moment thanks to positive
fluctuations in the shares of some of his companies, and Mukesh
Ambani, whose Reliance Industries is currently riding high on Indian
retail business selling from groceries to diamonds, do not exude the
confidence that Elon Musk brings in his conversations. 

Coming back to Musk, what is it that makes him think of all those
impossible businesses -- from electric cars to space travel? Why is he
not interested in buying airports or selling diamonds, for instance? Or
why India is not producing entrepreneurs with the mindset that Musk
displays? It’s about India’s work culture! Take, for example, co-work-
ing space provider WeWork. This multinational company offers work-
ing space from $100 a month upwards. What it offers is a few furni-
ture pieces and internet in a building that it rents for this business
wherever it goes. India with 1.4 billion people which is a little shy of
Europe’s population twice over or 3.5 times that of America, Canada,
and South Africa put together doesn’t have a co-working culture.
Indian public infrastructures like schools, colleges, hospitals, parks,
and railway stations are highly under-utilized. India has millions of
people yearning for a place to work, set up a small business, or net-
work and collaborate with the people in their niche. Parks have mani-
cured greens, trees and flowers, fancy lighting, benches, but no elec-
trical outlets to charge a laptop, for instance. When we can’t provide
even so little as electricity to charge a laptop, how can you expect the
same system to provide the seed money, working capital, and money
to grow and expand businesses to millions of people across the coun-
try? The phenomenon that Elon Musk is today is rooted in his up-
bringing and his ability to think big and slog. For a business to be suc-
cessful and enduring, it has to offer credible solutions to a nagging
problem. So, selling edible oil is a big business in India and Adani is a
top player there as also in airports, seaports, and green energy. The
1.4 billion people need groceries and mobile phones so we’ve
Ambanis with their Reliance stores and Jio cellular plans.

Missing link between Elon
Musk & Indian Entrepreneurs
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A customer (R) buys mangoes at a stall at the Mango Mandi, an exclusive market for mangoes where all varieties of
mangoes grown across the country are sold, in Bangalore.

Don’t give mum chocolates for Mother’s Day

JJaasspprriitt  BBuummrraahh@@JJaasspprriittbbuummrraahh9933

Happy birthday to my lovely

wife! You deserve the very best

out of life because you are the

very best thing that has ever

happened to me.

LEAH RUPPANNER

EXCLUSIVE  MANGO MARKET
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BRIEF

Appointment

New Delhi: Tata
Motors  said it has
reappointed former
SBI Chairman Om
Prakash Bhatt as an
additional director till
March 7, 2026. The
company's board,
based on the recom-
mendation of the
nomination and remu-
neration committee,
has approved appoint-
ment of Bhatt as an
additional non-execu-
tive independent di-
rector for the second
consecutive term be-
ginning May 9, 2022,
Tata Motors said in a
regulatory filing. This
will be subject to ap-
proval of sharehold-
ers by way of a special
resolution in the
forthcoming annual
general meeting of
the company, it added.

Pre-tax profit 
New Delhi: Reliance
Retail Ltd  reported a
2.43 per cent increase
in pre-tax profit to Rs
3,705 crore for the
fourth quarter ended
March 2022. The com-
pany's gross revenue
stood at around Rs
1,99,704 crore in the
last fiscal. The retail
arm of Reliance
Industries Ltd (RIL)
had posted a pre-tax
profit or EBITDA
(Earnings Before
Interest, Tax,
Depreciation and
Amortisation) of Rs
3,617 crore in the 2021
March quarter. Its rev-
enue from operations
of the organised retail
segment stood at Rs
50,834 crore in the lat-
est March quarter, up
23.09 per cent from Rs
41,296 crore in the
year-ago period.

Bilateral meetings

New Delhi:

Agriculture Minister
Narendra Singh
Tomar will visit Israel
during May 8-11 for bi-
lateral meetings be-
tween the countries
and discuss various is-
sues related to the
farm sector. A delega-
tion under the leader-
ship of Tomar is going
to visit Israel from
May 8-11, 2022, on the
invitation from Oded
Forer, Minister of
Agriculture of Israel,
for bilateral meetings
to discuss various is-
sues related to agri-
culture between two
countries.

NIELIT centres 
New Delhi: Minister
of State for Electronics
and IT,
Entrepreneurship and
Skill Development
Rajeev Chandrasekhar
inaugurated five cen-
tres of NIELIT in the
North East region for
skill enhancement of
educated youth. These
five centres of
National Institute of
Electronics and
Information
Technology (NIELIT)
are located in
Dibrugarh, Dimapur,
Jorhat, Pasighat and
Senapati, according to
a release.
Chandrasekhar inau-
gurated the five
NIELIT centres in
North East, and
termed them as gate-
ways for the prosperity
of youth in the region.

Mumbai, May 07:  

Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman on
Saturday flagged
anonymity as an "inher-
ent risk" in blockchain
technology and called for
taking precaution in fu-
ture with a rise in the use
of this technology. The fi-
nance minister made it
clear that using the dis-
tributed ledger technolo-
gy (DLT), which is also
called as blockchain, is
absolutely imperative and
the government also sup-
ports the use of the same.

The minister's remarks
come ahead of the launch
of the budgetary an-
nouncement of central
bank digital currency
(CBDC) which is based on
the blockchain technolo-
gy itself and is billed as
being similar to the paper
currency carried in our
wallets. the anonymity is
what ... one unknown ele-

ment in this whole thing.
The anonymity of the per-
son or whoever or the
robot is the one which we
have to be absolutely
readying ourselves as a
future challenge,
Sitharaman said, address-
ing an NSDL event here.

Sitharaman said the
DLT is a beautiful tech-
nology which will help in
democratisation but
flagged anonymity as an
inherent risk which we
need to guard ourselves
from. Terming anonymity

as a powerful imponder-
able in the whole equa-
tion, Sitharaman said,
"unless we are able to
guard ourselves against
that anonymous element
which can itself pose an
inherent risk, we proba-
bly will be exposing our-
selves much more than
ever we would have imag-
ined." Sitharaman com-
mended capital markets
regulator Sebi chief
Madhabi Puri Buch, who
spoke before her at the
same event, for rightly

warning us about the risk
of anonymity, and also for
advocating DLTs. Buch
said we do not wish to
have anonymity in the
CBDC, which is supposed
to be introduced during
the fiscal by banking reg-
ulator RBI. As per the cen-
tral bank, considerable
progress has been made
regarding the introduc-
tion of the CBDC.
Meanwhile, Sitharaman
said private cryptocurren-
cy assets like Bitcoins are
fairly well spread in India.
Buch said strengths of
DLTs include transparen-
cy, real time, infinite divis-
ibility and it being a cost
effective medium.
Sitharaman said the retail
investment journey has
transformed in the last
two or three years, with
new demat account open-
ing zooming to 26 lakh per
month in FY22 from 12
lakh in FY21 and just 4
lakh a month in FY20.

FM flags anonymity as ‘inherent
risk’ in use of blockchain

New Delhi, May 07:  

Mortgage lender HDFC
Ltd on Saturday announced
an increase in its bench-
mark lending rate by 30
basis points (bps), a move
that will make loans dearer
for both existing and new
borrowers. The move
comes just days after sever-
al lenders, including ICICI
Bank, Bank of Baroda and
Bank of India, raised inter-
est rates following the
Reserve Bank of India's
surprise repo rate hike on
Wednesday.

"HDFC increases its
Retail Prime Lending Rate
(RPLR) on housing loans,
on which its Adjustable
Rate Home Loans (ARHL)
are benchmarked, by 30
basis points, with effect
from May 9, 2022," the hous-
ing finance company said
in a statement. The revised
rates for new borrowers
range between 7 per cent
and 7.45 per cent, depend-
ing on credit and loan
amount. The existing range
is 6.70 per cent to 7.15 per
cent. For existing cus-
tomers, the rates would rise

by 30 basis points or (0.3 per
cent). Earlier this month,
HDFC had increased its
benchmark lending rate by
5 basis points making EMI
for existing borrowers ex-
pensive.

HDFC follows a 3-month
cycle for repricing its loans
to existing customers. So,
the loans will be revised in
sync with increased lend-
ing rate based on the date of
the first disbursement.
Financial institutions are
on an interest rate hike
spree following increase in
repo rate and cash reserve
ratio (percentage of total
deposit of the banks kept
with RBI) by 40 basis points
and 50 basis points respec-
tively announced by the
RBI earlier this week.

After an out-of-turn
Monetary Policy
Committee (MPC) meeting,
the Reserve Bank on
Wednesday hiked the
benchmark repo rate -- the
short-term lending rate it
charges to banks -- by 0.40
per cent to 4.40 per cent
with immediate effect,
aimed at taming soaring in-
flation.

HDFC hikes lending rate by 
30 bps; loans to become dearer

Chennai, May 07:  

Dr. Lakshmi Venu has taken
over as the Managing Director
of Sundaram-Clayton Limited
(SCL), one of India’s leading
auto components manufactur-
er at the board meeting held
today. Dr. Venu was the Joint
Managing Director of
Sundaram Clayton.
Dr. Lakshmi Venu has been
leading Sundaram Clayton
from the forefront with
aplomb for over a decade now.
She has been the lead archi-
tect of establishing Sundaram
Clayton’s global footprint. Her
decision to set up a foundry in
the US three years ago in 2019
in Dorchester, South Carolina
was almost prescient, as most
US-based customers were
looking for on-shore foundry
units to reduce supply chain
risks and curtail carbon foot-
print.
She managed the turnaround
of Sundaram Clayton Ltd. to
make it a competitive foundry
in the world, and has built
deep customer relationships
with Cummins, Hyundai,
Volvo, Paccar and Daimler. 

Dr. Lakshmi Venu
takes over as MD of
Sundaram-Clayton

Limited

Raipur, May 07: 

State-run lender
Canara Bank on Friday
reported a 64.90 per cent
jump in its March quarter
net at Rs 1,666 crore on the
back of a rise in core in-
terest income and a de-
crease in money set aside
for bad debts. The
Bengaluru-headquar-
tered bank closed FY22
with a net profit of Rs
5,678 crore, which was
more than double of the
year-ago period.

For the reporting quar-
ter, its core net interest in-
come rose by nearly 25 per
cent to Rs 7,005 crore, on
the back of a 9.77 per cent
growth in credit and a 0.42
per cent widening in the
net interest margin to 2.93
per cent.

The total non-interest
income decreased by 5.12
per cent in March quarter

to Rs 4,462 crore, largely
because of a massive de-
cline in recoveries from
written-off accounts when
compared with the year-
ago period.

The overall provisions
rose by 8 per cent to Rs
4,536 crore during the
quarter, but the money set
aside for non-performing
assets declined by 52 per
cent to Rs 2,130 crore.
However, there was a
sharp spike in provisions
for non performing invest-
ments in the March quar-
ter, with Rs 1,035 crore
being set aside, as against

a write-back of Rs 244
crore in the year-ago peri-
od.

The fresh slippages
came down to Rs 3,619
crore in March 2022 quar-
ter, as against Rs 14,495
crore in the year-ago quar-
ter, which resulted in the
gross non-performing as-
sets ratio declining to 7.51
per cent, from 8.93 per cent
in the year-ago period. The
bank's managing director
and chief executive L V
Prabhakar told reporters
that it plans to trim the
gross non-performing as-
sets (GNPAs) down fur-
ther to 6 per cent by end of
FY23. The lender will be
aiming for an 8 per cent
overall growth in ad-
vances, which will include
10 per cent growth in retail
and will also be doing cor-
porate loans, he said,
adding that it has a project
loans pipeline of Rs 35,000

crore. Corporate demand
is coming from renewable
energy, health, steel and
infrastructure, he said.
The bank also plans to
widen the overall Net in-
terest margin (NIM) to 2.90
per cent in FY23, as
against the 2.82 per cent it
got in FY22, he said. It is
also targeting to raise the
proportion of the low-cost
current and saving ac-
count deposits to 38 per
cent from the present 36
per cent. The overall capi-
tal adequacy, after pay-
ment of dividend, stood at
14.90 per cent as of March
31, 2022. The bank may
raise up to Rs 9,000 crore
through additional tier-I,
or tier-2 bond sales during
the fiscal year, Prabhakar
said, adding that though it
is comfortable with core
capital, its board will be
deliberating on a proposal
at its next meeting.

Canara Bank Q4 Results: Net Profit rises
64 per cent, NPA provisions decline

New Delhi, May 07: 

Union minister Nitin
Gadkari on Saturday said
his aim is to develop at
least one automobile
scrapping facility within
150 kilometres from each
city centre, while asserting
that the country has the
potential to become a vehi-
cle scrapping hub of the
entire South Asian region.

Addressing an event
here, Gadkari said the
National Vehicle
Scrappage Policy is a key
initiative in the Indian
transport and sustainabili-
ty sector, and this will en-
able the removal of older
and unfit vehicles and in-
troduction of new lesser-
polluting vehicles in a
phased manner. "My aim is
to develop a vehicle scrap-
ping centre within the
reach of 150 km from all
the city centres," the road
transport and highways
minister said. Gadkari

noted that the road trans-
port and highways min-
istry has designed the ve-
hicle scrapping policy in a
way that allows all types
and sizes of investors to
come and establish scrap-
ping centres.

"Developing a large
number of vehicle scrap-
ping centres, we can also
develop multiple autho-
rised collection centres of
vehicle scrapping units in
one city, which will have
the authority to deregister
a vehicle and issue deposit
certificates," he said.
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi had launched the

National Vehicle
Scrappage Policy in
August last year and had
said it will help phase out
unfit and polluting vehi-
cles and also promote a cir-
cular economy. He had also
said that the material recy-
cling sector gives direct
and indirect employment
to 4 crore people and this
number is expected to go
up to 5 crore by 2025. At
Friday's event Gadkari
said: "India has potential
to become a vehicle scrap-
ping hub of the entire
South Asian region. We
can import a large number
of old vehicles from
Bangladesh, Bhutan,
Myanmar, Maldives, Nepal
and Sri Lanka for scrap-
ping in our country."

The minister also ob-
served that there is a chal-
lenge to establish a circu-
lar economy to recover
maximum value from the
scrap or end-of-life vehi-
cles.

Govt aims to develop vehicle scrapping
facilities within 150 kms from city centres

New Delhi, May 07:  

There are huge opportu-
nities for increasing coop-
eration in areas like
tourism, design, digital
world, services, goods and
education between India
and Italy to boost econom-
ic ties, commerce and in-
dustry minister Piyush
Goyal saidAgriculture
Minister Narendra Singh
Tomar. He said that the
large size of the domestic
market, availability of tal-
ent pool and the world of
opportunity that India
provides can help
strengthen business ties
between the two countries.

"India offers probably

the largest business oppor-
tunities available any-
where in the world as we
progress from USD 3-tril-

lion economy today to a
USD 10-trillion economy
in ten years and towards
USD 30-trillion economy

in 20-odd years and to a
USD 50-trillion economy,
which I believe we all are
committed to, particularly
when we see that we still
are at very, very initial
stages of development in
the country," Goyal said at
the India-Italy business
round-table with Italian
foreign minister Luigi Di
Maio. The Italian foreign
minister said that both the
countries are experienc-
ing a dynamic economic
cooperation. Many Italian
companies in their long-
term strategy consider
India as a key country
whose market will drive
growth on a global scale,
the Italian minister said.

India, Italy have huge opportunities
to boost economic ties: Piyush Goyal

Union Minister for Commerce & Industry Piyush Goyal with
Deputy Managing Director in the Export-Import Bank of India, N.
Ramesh during a summit on Enhancing Global Opportunities for
Indian Project Exporters, in New Delhi on Thursday.

Mumbai, May 07: 

The unexpected interest
rate hike by the RBI on
Wednesday will have the
banking system on aver-
age making a 10-15 bps
gains on the yields, with
private banks making
larger gains as 57 per cent
of their loans are linked to
external benchmark rate
and 40 per cent to the mar-
ginal cost of lending rates,
as per a report.

Stating that lenders and
borrowers will face
volatile times with the
Reserve Bank raising the
repo rate by 40 bps to 4.40
per cent and the cash re-
serve ratio (CRR) by 50 bps
on May 4 in an off-cycle

policy move, India Ratings
said the market rates had
already been moving high-
er before the move.

The 364-day T-bills have
moved up 120 bps and 10-
year G-sec by 140 bps since
May 2020, when the repo
rate was cut to a record 4
per cent, which led to an
expectation of a faster and
sharper rise in interest
rates in the system but the
central bank stayed the
course to support the frag-
ile economy battered by the
pandemic. Banks' overall
yield can improve by about
15 bps, as at the system
level as of December 2021,
39.2 per cent of the loans
were based on the external
benchmark based lending

rate (EBLR) and 53.1 per
cent on the marginal cost
of funds based lending rate
(MCLR), the agency said.
Since there will be a direct
and more immediate im-
pact on loans based on
EBLR, those based on the
MCLR will be gradual and
therefore at the system
level, the yields will rise by
10-15 bps due to the repo
hike but private lenders
will benefit more given that
57 per cent of their loans
are linked to EBLR, and
39.9 per cent are linked to
MCLR, the agency said.

In the case of public sec-
tor banks, about 28.3 per
cent of advances are based
on EBLR and 61.3 per cent
on MCLR.

Lenders to get 10-15 bps margin
gains from rate hike: Report

New Delhi, May 07: 

The unemployment rate
for persons of 15 years and
above in urban areas
slipped to 8.7 per cent in
October-December 2021
from 10.3 per cent in the
year-ago quarter, showed a
periodic labour force sur-
vey by the National
Statistical Office (NSO).
Joblessness or unemploy-
ment rate (UR) is defined
as the percentage of unem-
ployed persons in the
labour force.

Joblessness was high in
October-December in 2020
mainly due to the stagger-
ing impact of the lock-
down restrictions in the
country, which were im-

posed to curb the spread of
the deadly coronavirus.
The unemployment rate
for persons of age 15 years
and above in July-
September 2021 was 9.8 per
cent in urban areas, the
13th Periodic Labour Force
Survey (PLFS) showed.

It also showed that the
unemployment rate
among females (aged 15
years and above) in urban
areas also declined to 10.5
per cent in October-
December 2021 from 13.1
per cent a year ago. It was
11.6 per cent in July-
September 2021. Among
males, the unemployment
rate in urban areas also
dipped to 8.3 per cent in
October-December 2021

compared to 9.5 per cent a
year ago. It was 9.3 per cent
in July-September 2021.
Labour force participation
rate in CWS (current week-
ly status) in urban areas
for persons 15 years of age
and above remained un-
changed at 47.3 per cent in
the October-December
quarter of 2021, compared
to the same period a year
ago. It was 46.9 per cent in
July-September 2021.
Labour force refers to the
part of the population
which supplies or offers to
supply labour for pursuing
economic activities for the
production of goods and
services and therefore, in-
cludes both employed and
unemployed persons.

Unemployment rate at 8.7 pc
in Oct-Dec 2021: NSO survey

Mumbai, May 07:  

The government
has allowed a 50
per cent concession
in revenue share
for coal gasifica-
tion, Union
Minister of Coal,
Mines and Parliamentary
Affairs Pralhad Joshi said.
"In order to support coal
gasification and availabili-
ty of coal for the sector on
concessional rate,
Ministry of Coal has intro-
duced a policy for conces-
sions of 50 per cent in rev-
enue share for commercial
auction of coal blocks," the
minister said while ad-

dressing an investor's meet
on 'Coal Gasification - Way
Forward' here.

Further, the
minister also
pitched for options
like manufactur-
ing hydrogen from
coal to help India
become energy in-
dependent. Coal
gasification is con-
sidered a cleaner

option compared to burn-
ing coal and facilitates the
utilisation of the chemical
properties of coal.
Minister of State for Coal,
Mines and Railways
Raosaheb Patil Danve, who
was present on the occa-
sion, said that 'Coal
Gasification' is the need of
the hour and a step to-
wards a sustainable future.

Govt allows 50 pc concession
in revenue share: Coal Min

̈ For promotion of
coal gasification

New Delhi, May 07: 

Expressing concern
over high amount of car-
bon emissions from the do-
mestic iron and steel sec-
tor, steel minister Ram
Chandra Prasad Singh
urged industry stakehold-
ers to come together and
develop an action plan to
address the issue. The iron
and steel sector is chal-
lenging with regard to re-
duction in carbon dioxide
(CO2) emissions, the min-
ister said at the meeting of
the parliamentary consul-
tative committee for the
ministry of steel held in
Shimla, according to an of-
ficial statement issued
here. During the meeting
on 'transition towards
green steel', he said the

emissions from the Indian
iron and steel industry is
higher primarily due to
higher usage of coal-based
energy source and as re-
ductant. "The minister
urged the stakeholders to
come together in the devel-
opment of a time-bound
action plan and concerted
efforts for lowering of the
emissions from the steel
industry...," the statement
said.

Co2 emissions higher
in steel sector: Govt

'Sab Satrangi' actress
Manika Mehrotra, essaying

the role of Shweta, talks about
the upcoming sequence and

how her comeback in the show
will make the storyline
intriguing.
She says: "I am truly excit-
ed to be back in 'Sab
Satrangi'. Shweta's charac-
ter is returning at a critical
juncture and her entry is
surely going to disrupt life
for Mannu (Mohit
Kumar) and Gargi

(Kangan Baruah)."

As the actress was just seen in
2-3 episodes, she is sure her
audience would love to watch
her traits and intent. So, there is
an interest quotient that will add
up to the daily soap.
"They would be up for a real
surprise now as the lesser
known nuances of her character
start playing out. She is here for
a purpose and it would be inter-
esting to see how she affects
everyone around. I would urge
the audience to keep watching
Sab Satrangi and gear up for the
twists ahead," she adds. 

A
ctress Kajal Pisal, currently seen playing the role of Asha in
TV show 'Sirf Tum', is excited as her role in the show turns
out to be negative in the upcoming track. She says: "I'm excit-

ed as my role in the show is turning negative. I personally enjoy
doing negative roles. Earlier I played a grey shaded role but now
it's a pure negative one. I hope my audience will accept and enjoy

my new onscreen image." Kajal is not bothered about trolls. She
continues: "I have actually heard and read

about an actress playing a vamp get-
ting trolled over social media.

But I also feel that now the
audience should be aware
and understand that it's
just a role which we act for.
We are not so negative in

our real lives. Like we share
a friendly bond with everyone on set and off camera

we are friends." Talking ahead about being typecast for
negative roles ahead in her acting career. She adds:

"Actually I'm also not afraid of getting typecast.
Till the time I'm getting good work and a great

screen timing I'm okay doing negative roles."
Kajal is known for featuring in iconic shows like 'Bade Achhe Lagte Hain',

'Saath Nibhaana Saathiya' and 'Naagin 5', among others.

Kajal Pisal goes bad
for ‘Sirf Tum’ 

B
ollywood star
Akshay Kumar is
gearing up for the

release of his historical
film 'Prithviraj.

Given the subject, direc-
tor Chandraprakash
Dwivedi wanted the film to
be the most authentic rep-
resentation of Samrat
Prithviraj Chauhan's life
and for that Yash Raj
Film's head honcho Aditya
Chopra converted an entire
floor of YRF into a re-
search wing for the film.

Akshay shared: "When I
was narrated the film by
Dr. Saab, I was taken
aback by the amount of re-
search that he has done
while writing this film.
Writing and directing a
historical is not an easy job
and I was deeply impressed
that he has left no stone un-
turned to ensure that we
are paying the most glori-
ous tribute to Samrat
Prithviraj Chauhan's life
and valour.

The film is based on the
life and valour of the fear-

less and mighty Samrat
Prithviraj Chauhan.
Akshay is essaying the

role of the legendary
warrior who fought
valiantly against
the merciless in-
v a d e r
Muhammad of
Ghor

The actor
said: "He

waited for 18
years of his life
nurturing and
m a k i n g
Prithviraj the

most glorious
retelling of
t h e
Samrat's
life! I hope

that people
love this film

and it becomes the most au-

thentic reference point for
the mighty king's life."

The film's director
shared that they wanted to
pay the "biggest and the
most glorious tribute to
Samrat Prithviraj."

"We did everything neces-
sary to ensure that we were
making the most authentic
retelling of the life and
times of the mighty Hindu
warrior! Step one to at-
tempt such an extravagant
historical is always re-
search and we wanted to be
absolutely thorough and
accurate."

Dwivedi had personally
worked on the script from
2004 to 2019 "updating the
script" every year.

"So, naturally, I had a lot
of material that could be
used as reference points to
write the final draft of the
film and it could also be
used as additional litera-
ture for us and the actors to
revisit during the course of
its making the film.

"There were several
books, a variety of cos-
tumes that were being used
as references, armour and
weapons, etc. that were
brought into YRF before
the filming started."

He added: "There were so
many items that Aditya
Chopra converted an entire
floor of YRF into a re-
search wing for
'Prithviraj'.

"We kept the research bay
fully operational till the
last day of shoot! Now, we
are exploring a plan to
showcase all this research
work to people and the
teams are working to see
how best they can display
this research so that people
understand the magnitude
of work that was undertak-
en to give the best possible
salute to the glorious king
Prithviraj."

ACROSS

1. Got up

6. Diplomacy

10. Swiss mountains

14. Trim trees

15. Norway's capital

16. Cut of meat

17. New Year's Day promise

19. Common skin problem

20. So far

21. Formal agreement

22. Spouse

23. Lend a ____

24. Use crayons

25. Appraise

28. Trimmed the border

31. Norse god

32. Cleaned (clothes)

36. "____ the ramparts..."

37. Like some library books

39. Famous boxer

40. Fabrics

42. Feels sick

43. Baby tender

44. French brandy

46. Odor

49. Aria

50. Skirt length

51. Scheduled

54. Donkey

57. Deferred savings accts.

58. Ellen DeGeneres, e.g.

60. Pinball no-no

61. Highest point

62. "Sesame Street" character

63. Bonnets

64. Implement

65. Oozes

DOWN

1. Nimble

2. Lumber source

3. Drive out

4. Lennon's Yoko ____

5. River mouths

6. Lugged

7. The Orient

8. Coagulate

9. Acting award

10. With ice cream (3 wds.)

11. Regional

12. Spotted horse

13. Scoff

18. Large vases

23. Not him

24. Surrender

25. Potent particle

26. Mets' old stadium

27. Variety

28. Ahead of time
29. Flops
30. African antelope
32. Tilt
33. Drizzle
34. Singer ____ Fitzgerald
35. Part of DJ
37. Voiced
38. Wine (Fr.)
41. Signs up
42. Time past
44. College woman
45. Golden ____
46. Will ____ of "Men in Black"
47. "Ave ____"
48. Glorify
49. Strong metal
51. Begone!
52. Daft
53. Bullets, for short
54. "The Diary of ____ Frank"
55. Barbershop sound
56. Watches
59. Poet's "before"
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Have you been reviewing your family
history lately, Aquarius? Of special
interest is your cultural background.
What educational, social, and religious
environment were you born into? What
are its values? In the end, do you feel a
strong affinity with them now or are
those views different from the ones
you hold? 

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

It's time to elevate your sense of self, Pisces.
You're just as good as anyone else, so why
don't you believe it? The problem is that
you're very sensitive about having an ego.
Even though you know everyone does, you
punish yourself for its existence! This is a
noble idea, but it doesn't do you any good.
You'll never be perfect and neither will any-
one else. What are you worrying about?

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

Today your intellectual and expressive
abilities should receive a boost from the
planets. It's an excellent time to organize
your thoughts about presenting a project
to a possible collaborator, engage in
trade, or write. In terms of your private
life, it's also a good time to examine the
latest events, certain aspects of which
are still partially misunderstood.

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

Overall, the forecast for today is fairly
good. The aspects seem to favor figur-
ing out the meaning of all that's tran-
spired over the past several weeks. It's
an opportunity for you to take a leisure-
ly look at the distance you've covered
moving toward your goals. 

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

Have you felt somewhat lost for the past
few days? The fog may lift today and
enable you to situate yourself at last.
You're probably eager to settle a ques-
tion that has nagged at you and inter-
fered with your judgment. However, you
should be patient, especially if it has to
do with emotional matters. 

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

You may have been feeling somewhat
disillusioned. Perhaps you lost sight of
your goals or misplaced your faith in
yourself. You'll feel some relief begin-
ning today. This is an opportunity to end
what has been a somewhat apathetic
and moody phase and begin a new one
that's based on work and meditation. 

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

You might be tempted to settle certain
matters by radical means. The vision-
ary part of you means you're painfully
aware of the world's wrongs. You see
no reason not to take action to correct
them. But the forces in play are so
powerful that you can't expect to insti-
tute a new order in one day. 

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Today will be fairly calm in terms of
outside events, but your inner world is
likely to be in a rush of activity. Today
you wish you could find the solution to
your heartaches as well as your career
predicaments. You'd like to achieve
some supreme understanding of the
events that took place over the past
month. 

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

You have a lot of thinking to do about
your professional goals, Libra. You'll go
over the elements to see if there isn't
some way to approach things different-
ly. Are there new paths you could try or
ways to improve things? Your mind will
go a thousand miles a minute today. 

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

You just can't do everything at once,
Scorpio. How do you expect to reduce your
stress and recuperate while at the same
time continue to be a superstar performer
in every area of your life? Don't pressure
yourself to perform today. If you do, you're
likely to deplete your reserves even further.
Take it easy, rest, and relax! You've earned
this little break.

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

This is a good moment to adapt your logic
and reason to reality, Sagittarius. If you
don't, you're going to run into some intellec-
tual problems. Everyone knows that you find
new ideas plentiful, but unless you have
plans to be a novelist, link your thinking to
reality. The "pie in the sky" thinking that you
engage in isn't particularly useful to the rest
of us living here in the real world.

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

It's going to be a little difficult talking to you
today, Capricorn. You, who can be easily
influenced by others, will be listening to and
criticizing everything that people say.
Nothing emotional or vague is going to get
into your head. It's as if you've installed an
extremely fine filter that lets in only what you
allow. You're going to appear to be a real
expert. Don't show off too much!

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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Akshay Kumar:
Writing and directing 

a historical is not 
an easy job 

M
ika Singh ap-
pears on the
grand set of the

biggest show in India
right now, Star Plus’s
‘Anupamaa’. Mika Singh
appears as Friend of the
Groom, ‘Anuj’, energizing
the whole #MaAn
Sangeet! The set came
alive with Mika Singh’s
presence and everyone
felt the urge to rock out
with him. The extrava-
gant setting of the show
‘Anupamaa’ absolutely
completed Mika Singh’s
fiery look for the special
occasion!

Mika Singh, along with
the cast and crew of
‘Anupamaa’, performed
the hook – step from the
Title track of his upcom-
ing Star Bharat show
‘Swayamvar – Mika Di
Vohti’, where he will be
seen facing the biggest,
most important decision
of his life. Everyone on
the set of ‘Anupamaa’ en-
joyed breaking out into
their own dance moves
and groove to Mika
Singh’s beats.

Mika Singh will em-

bark on the most impor-
tant journey of his life
and look for that special

someone to spend his life
with. Stay tuned for Mika
Singh’s new show

‘Swayamvar – Mika Di
Vohti’ only on Star
Bharat!

Mika Singh appears on
Star Plus’ show ‘Anupama’

C
OLORS is ready to
bring back with
the action-packed

new season of Khatron
Ke Khiladi and it is going
to be bigger and better
than ever before. All the
action is set to unfold
soon and as the demigod
of action, Rohit Shetty
and daredevil contest-
ants are set to head to
Cape Town for the new
adventure. To make the
season a thrilling one, an
eclectic mix of contest-
ants will put aside their
deepest fears and per-
form some exceptional
stunts.

Rubina Dilaik, Rajiv
Adatia, Chetna Pande,
Shivangi Joshi, Sriti Jha,
Tushar Kalia and Erika
Packard are all set to be
the part of Khatron Ke

Khiladi 12.
After lifting Bigg Boss

14’s trophy Rubina Dilaik
proved to be a headstrong
personality and now the
boss lady will dare to
challenge her deadliest
fears this season.
Embarking on this jour-
ney, Rubina Dilaik said,
“I have endured many ob-
stacles in life that have
made me stronger, and I
am very motivated and
excited to be on ‘Khatron
Ke Khiladi’. I am confi-
dent that with Rohit
Shetty sir’s guidance, I
will be able to achieve
more than I have set for
myself. Much love to all
my fans and I want them
to support me in this new
endeavour.”

Khatron Ke Khiladi
will air soon on COLORS.

Khatron Ke Khiladi-12

contestants revealed

Manika Mehrotra opens up on
her comeback in ‘Sab Satrangi’ 
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Bangkok, May 07 (PTI):

Focus will be on double
Olympic medallist P V
Sindhu and World
Championships bronze
winner Lakshya Sen as
the Indian badminton con-
tingent resumes its quest
for a medal at the Thomas
and Uber Cup Final begin-
ning here on Sunday.

No Indian men's team
has ever won a medal in
the Thomas Cup, having
failed to reach the semifi-
nal even once.

But the women had two
semifinal finishes in suc-
cessive editions of the
Uber Cup to clinch two
bronze medals in 2014 and
2016. Last year, both the
men's and women's teams
signed off their cam-
paigns at the quarterfinal
stage.

This time, India boasts

of a strong men's team
comprising world number
9 Sen, world number 11
Kidambi Srikanth and HS
Prannoy, ranked 23rd in
the world, in singles.

The doubles will be led
by world number 9 pair of
Satwiksairaj Rankireddy
and Chirag Shetty, while
the combination of MR
Arjun and Dhruv Kapila,
and that of Krishna
Prasad Garaga and
Vishnuvardhan Goud
Panjala are also part of
the team.

Given a robust team and
a favourable draw, Indian
men will look to make the
golden opportunity count
as they open campaign
against Germany in group
C which also comprises
Chinese Taipei and
Canada.

The women's team, how-
ever, was left depleted fol-

lowing the withdrawals of
the experienced doubles
pair of N Sikki Reddy and
Ashwini Ponnappa and
fast-rising Gayatri
Gopichand.

Both Sikki and Gayatri
are nursing injuries and
have been advised rest.

In their absence, the
onus will be on the shoul-
ders of upcoming doubles
players such as Tanisha
Crasto, Shruti Mishra,
Simran Singhi, Ritika
Thaker and Treesa Jolly.

In the women's singles,
world number 7 Sindhu
will have to do the heavy
lifting as the other two sin-
gles players Aakarshi
Kashyap and young
Unnati Hooda lack experi-
ence but will look to pro-
duce a good show. They
had made it to the squad
following a rigorous selec-
tion trial.

Sindhu, Lakshya lead India’s quest for
medal at Thomas and Uber Cup Final

Navi Mumbai, May 07 (PTI):

Delhi Capitals will need
to solve their opening co-
nundrum quickly and find
an able partner to comple-
ment David Warner if
they want to return to the
top four in the IPL here on
Sunday with a win against
a lacklustre Chennai
Super Kings, who are
standing on the brink of
elimination. DC are cur-
rently placed fifth in the
10-team standings with 10
points from as many
games after their 21-run
win over Sunrisers
Hyderabad in their last
match.

Defending champions
CSK, on the other hand,
are mathematically still
there in the tournament
although their chances of
making it to the play-offs
are almost non-existent.

The Mahendra Singh
Dhoni-led side is placed in
the penultimate position
with just six points from
10 games and need to win
all its remaining games
and depend on results of
other matches to progress
to the next stage. But going

into the business end of
the tournament, DC have a
major problem at hand --
an able opening partner
for Warner. Prithvi Shaw
has failed to live up to his
talent this season, garner-
ing just 259 runs from nine
games at an average of
28.77. His replacement in

the last match, Mandeep
Singh hasn't fared well ei-
ther with just 18 runs from
three outings.

Warner remains DC's
top-scorer this season,
scoring 356 runs from
eight matches with his un-
beaten 92 against SRH in
the last match being the

highest. On the bowling
front, spinner Kuldeep
Yadav (18 wickets) and
pacers Khaleel Ahmed
(14), Shardul Thakur (10)
and Mutafizur Rahman (8)
all have picked up wickets
but they have been a little
on the higher side of the
economy rate.

Mumbai, May 07 (PTI):

Two of world cricket's
batting stalwarts Virat
Kohli and Kane
Williamson's woeful form
will be in focus when Royal
Challengers Bangalore
and Sunrisers Hyderabad
take on each other in a re-
turn IPL fixture here on
Sunday.

Both Kohli and
Williamson have struggled
for runs in the ongoing
season. While the Indian
has scored just 216 runs in
11 games at an average of
21.60, the SRH captain has
managed 199 runs from 10
matches at an average of
22.11.

Both the batting stars
have failed to live up to the
high standards they have
set for themselves and the
two teams will be hoping
their star batters can snap
the wretched run and pro-
vide more decisive contri-
butions.

Kohli showed glimpses
of returning to form in his
fifty against Gujarat
Titans. But he had a
howler in the win against
Chennai Super Kings in

the previous game. After
hitting three boundaries
and a six, the former RCB
skipper found it hard to hit
big shots, relying on sin-
gles, which eventually led
to the run out of teammate
Glenn Maxwell. While
Kohli himself could only
manage a 33-ball 30.

Pace sensation Umran
Malik was pummelled into
submission by the Delhi

batters and the youngster
might want to work on de-
veloping some variations
rather than cranking up
the pace every time he is
hit for runs. Kartik Tyagi
and Shreyas Gopal also
need to get their acts to-
gether.

With the bat, Abhishek
Sharma has given SRH
solid starts but the young-
ster needs to take his in-

nings deep rather than
playing a flash in the pan
sort of knocks.

Nicholas Pooran has
been brilliant in the past
couple of games, showing
that he can finish off
matches with a little assis-
tance from the top order.

Incidentally, SRH's last
win came against RCB
when they bundled out the
Faf du Plessis led side for
68 and the Orange Army
will hope the team can
fashion a similar result.

For RCB, the bowlers did
the trick against CSK. In
Josh Hazlewood, Harshal
Patel, Mohammed Siraj
and Wanindu Hasarnaga,
RCB have four match-win-
ners, while Glenn Maxwell
and Shahbaz Ahmed have
also played their part well.

While the focus would be
on Kohli, RCB have also
power-hitters in captain
Du Plessis, Maxwell,
Dinesh Karthik and
Shahbaaz Ahmed, who can
be destructive on their day
if they fire in unison.

They would be hoping to
extract sweet revenge with
the winning momentum
on their side.

Milan, May 07 (AP):

Lautaro Mart nez may
have saved Inter Milan's
title challenge.

Martinez scored twice to
help the defending cham-
pion recover from two
goals down to beat Empoli
4-2 and move to the top of
Serie A on Friday for 48
hours at least.

Inter was a point above
city rival AC Milan, which
plays at Hellas Verona on
Sunday. There are two
rounds remaining after
this weekend.

We got carried away
with our desire to score
straight away, Inter coach
Simone Inzaghi said.

"We should have been
more organized without
the ball and, unfortunate-
ly, we paid a heavy price
for two lapses in concen-
tration, but we did really
well after that.

"We took 37 shots, which
I think must be a record. It
was a real test of charac-
ter. Now we need to regain
our strength and energy
because another huge
game awaits us on
Wednesday.

Inter knew it was the
start of a week that could
make or break its season.
It next has the Italian Cup
final on Wednesday
against Juventus, which
surprisingly lost at relega-
tion-threatened Genoa 2-1
after two very late goals
from the home team.

Title-chasing
Inter recovers

from 2 goals
down to win 4-2

SRH take on RCB with resurrection in mind DC aim to solve opening conundrum against CSK

Mumbai, May 07 (PTI):

Rashid Khan is endur-
ing an ordinary IPL this
year with the ball in terms
of wickets, but the Gujarat
Titans spinner is not too
bothered about the scalps
as long as he can produce
economical spells for his
team.

Rashid has so far
claimed 11 wickets from as
many games at an econo-
my rate of 6.84, figures
which definitely won't
please him much.

But the star Afghan
cricketer has taken it in
stride. "While bowling in
T20s it's always great to

take wickets but for me,
it's a bit different because I
always focus on economy
and that is something
which puts pressure on
the batters," Rashid said at
the post-match virtual
press conference after
GT's five-run loss to
Mumbai Indians on
Friday.

"But definitely com-
pared to other IPLs, got
less wickets this year. In a
couple of games I didn't
bowl as good as I should
have. But that's T20, there
is so much for you to
learn." Rashid had a good
game against MI, picking
up 2 for 24 besides collect-
ing three catches.

But it was not to be GT's
day as needing nine runs
in the final over, they
couldn't finish off the
chase.

"Hardik and (Rahul)
Tewatia's run outs were
the game changers. That is
the beauty of T20 some-
times you can score 9 off 2
balls and sometimes you
fail in scoring 9 off 6
balls," Rashid said.

My focus is always on 
economy, says Rashid Khan

London, May 07 (PTI):

Newly-appointed England Test captain
Ben Stokes hit a County Championship
record of 17 sixes in an innings en route

to smashing 161 on his first Durham ap-
pearance of the summer.

Stokes marked his first first-class in-
nings since being appointed England cap-
tain with a breathtaking 161 off 126 balls
for Durham against Worcestershire at
New Road, including five sixes in an over,
and 17 in total -- a new record for county
cricket. He broke the earlier record of 16
sixes in a first-class county game which
was jointly held by Australian Andrew
Symonds for Gloucestershire against
Glamorgan in 1995 and Graham Napier
for Essex against Surrey in 2011.

Stokes raced to his hundred in 64 balls,
sharing 220 for the fifth wicket with David
Bedingham (135).

The 30-year-old brought up his century
-- the fastest in first-class cricket by a
Durham player -- with five successive
sixes off Josh Baker, eclipsing Paul
Collingwood's previous mark of 75 deliv-
eries set at Taunton in 2005.

Stokes finally fell after lunch as
Durham declared on 580 for 6. He came to
the crease early on the second morning
when Scott Borthwick was trapped leg be-
fore by Ben Gibbon and, after a steady
start, produced an awesome display of
power hitting.

It's the second time Stokes has hit five
consecutive sixes in a County
Championship game, having also per-
formed the feat against Hampshire in
2011.

Ben Stokes smashes County Championship
record with 17 sixes in an innings

Madrid, May 07 (AP):

This time, the Spanish
player being celebrated on
center court wasn't Rafael
Nadal.

The loud cheers from
spectators at the Caja M
gica in Madrid were, in-
stead, directed at the
teenage sensation consid-
ered the Spanish succes-
sor to the all-time great
Nadal.

In a clash of genera-
tions, 19-year-old Carlos
Alcaraz overcame an in-
jury to defeat his idol 6-2, 1-
6, 6-3 in the Madrid Open
quarterfinals on Friday.

The teen recovered from
a bad ankle twist early in
the second set to earn his
first victory against
Nadal, marking what
could be the beginning of
a change of guard in
Spanish tennis. It's obvi-
ous there's (a change in
guard)," Nadal said.

He turned 19 yesterday,
I'm almost 36 years old. If
(the change) begins today

or not, we will find out in
the next months. I'm
happy for him. He was bet-
ter than me in several as-
pects of the game."

Nadal also was loudly
supported throughout the
match, and the five-time
champion received a huge

ovation as he left the
court. Alcaraz was emo-
tional afterwards.

It means a lot to me to
beat Rafa, to beat the best
player in the history on
clay, he said.

This is the result of all
the hard work I've done.

Alcaraz overpowers
Nadal at Madrid Open

Mumbai, May 07 (PTI):

Promising opener
Yashasvi Jaiswal made a
dream comeback with a
career-best 68 as
Rajasthan Royals well and
truly remained in hunt for
a play-off berth beating
Punjab Kings by six wick-
ets, which also happened
to be their first while chas-
ing in this edition of IPL.

Drafted in place of
Karun Nair, the 20-year-old
showed superb game
awareness and picked the
gaps at ease in a 41-ball 68
(9x4, 2x6) to brilliantly set
it up for the Rajasthan
Royals in their tall 190-run
chase at the Wankhede
which was completed with
two balls to spare.

With its first successful
run-chase, Royals team are
now on 14 points from 11
matches in third place and
one more win will firmly
put them in contention for
a a to-four finish.

The win also meant that
the five-time champions
Mumbai Indians became
the first team to be elimi-
nated from the IPL-15 sea-
son.

The loss meant a big
blow to Punjab playoff
hopes as they now have 10
points from 11 matches.

The young gun, who was
retained among the three
players by the franchise,
was playing only in his
fourth match this season,
came into his element
after Orange Cap holder

Jos Buttler (30 off 16 balls;
5x4, 1x6) departed inside
the powerplay after a fly-
ing start.

Skipper Sanju Samson
(23) was dismissed cheaply
and there was a sense of
concern in the Rajasthan
camp when Jaiswal
showed what he's capable
of with his clean hitting
all over the park.

He raced to his third IPL
fifty, first this season off
just 33 balls, toying the
Punjab attack with ease.

Be it with his unortho-
dox reverse sweep to
Rahul Chahar or lap-scoop
off Rishi Dhawan or the
classical drives, Jaiswal
looked in total control in a
37-ball 56-run partnership
with Devdutt Padikkal.

Jaiswal finally departed
after miscuing one to
Arshdeep Singh giving a
sigh of relief to Punjab
but the equation was then
reduced to an easy 49 off
35 balls.

There was a bit of
drama towards the end
after tournament's best
death overs seamer
Arshdeep Singh (2/29)
bowling a brilliant penulti-
mate over giving just three
runs and taking the wicket
of Padikkal (31).

Needing eight runs from
the last over, Hetmyer
struck a six to seal the
chase with two balls to
spare.

It was in fact the experi-
enced legspinner
Yuzvendra Chahal who
earlier brilliantly set it up
for Punjab bowling a tidy
4-0-28-3 which included 10
dot balls.

Chahal, who had just
two wickets from the last
four matches, started to
look threatening again.

He dismissed the duo of
Mayank Agarwal (15) and
their top run-getter Jonny
Bairstow (56 off 40 balls)
off three balls to derail
them in the middle overs
(10-15) where they made
just 34 runs and lost three
wickets. Earlier, Bairstow
signalled his return to
form with a fine half-cen-
tury before Jitesh
Sharma's cameo propelled
Punjab Kings to challeng-
ing 189/5.

Royals return to winning ways
with Jaiswal-Chahal show

Chennai, May 07 (PTI): 

Marking completion of
a year in office, Tamil
Nadu Chief Minister M K
Stalin on Saturday an-
nounced in the Assembly
five new schemes includ-
ing breakfast for state-run
school children and under-
scored the achievements
so far while the main oppo-
sition AIADMK boycotted
the proceedings.

A special nutrition
scheme for children with-
in 6 years of age, urban
clinics and schools of ex-
cellence based on the
Delhi model and extension
of 'Chief Minister in your
constituency,' plan across
all the 234 Assembly seg-

ments were the 4 other
new schemes he an-
nounced.

The main opposition
AIADMK, skipped the
day's proceedings of the
House and dubbed as 'false
propaganda', the DMK
government's claims and
achievements vis- -vis its 1
year rule. Governor R N
Ravi greeted the govern-
ment and extended his
best wishes.

In his near hour-long ad-
dress in the House, Stalin
also reiterated his social
justice driven inclusive
'Dravidian model' of gov-
ernance followed by his
government.

Presenting a report card
in the House on the 1-year

achievements of the DMK
government led by him,
Stalin said between 60 and
70 per cent of electoral
promises made ahead of
the 2021 Assembly election
have been fulfilled though
the assurance was to im-
plement them over a peri-
od of 5 years.

"I will not say that I have
achieved everything in 1
year. I could definitely say
that we have done more
than what is possible with-
in a year," he said amid
thumping of treasury
benches.

Financial crunch and
the stand of the union gov-
ernment on some matters
were the obstacles that
hindered further speedy

implementation of
schemes and progress,
Stalin said. If these two
hindrances had been ab-
sent, "we could have de-
vised many more
schemes," he said.

He reiterated that all the
commitments made in the
DMK's election manifesto
would be fulfilled and
pledged to continue to
work towards his inclusive
Dravidian model.

Earlier in the day, Stalin
travelled in a state-run bus
and interacted with the
passengers. Free bus trav-
el for women was a pre-
poll promise made by the
ruling DMK ahead of the
April 2021 Assembly elec-
tions in the state.

VP Naidu calls for people’s 
movt to protect environment
Chandigarh, May 07 (PTI): 

Vice President M
Venkaiah Naidu on Saturday
rued that humans, in their
quest for development, had
harmed nature "beyond re-
pair" and called for a peo-
ple's movement to protect
it. He also urged the coun-
try's lower courts to hold an
eco-centric view and keep in
mind interests of local popu-
lations and biodiversity
while passing judgments.

Naidu was addressing a
gathering after inaugurating
'The International
Conference on

Environmental Diversity and
E n v i r o n m e n t a l
Jurisprudence' at
Chandigarh University in
Mohali. "In the quest for de-
velopment, we have harmed
nature beyond repair, de-
stroyed forests, disrupted the
ecological balance, polluted
the environment, encroached
upon water bodies and are
now reaping the adverse
consequences, Naidu said. 

"My words appear to be
very harsh but they are real.
What is required is the
change of mindset. We have
enough laws and enough
regulations but what is re-

quired is the change of mind-
set. Unless this environmental
protection becomes a people's
movement worldwide, the fu-
ture is very bleak," he noted.
"We all are seeing the conse-
quences. We have played with
nature and nature is playing
with us," he added. 

Calling for serious intro-
spection and bold actions to
mitigate the reality of increas-
ing extreme events and dimin-
ishing biodiversity, Naidu said,
"It is not only the duty of the
government to deliberate, but
it is the duty of every citizen
and human being on Earth to
save this planet."

Bar owners hail govt decision

New Delhi, May 07 (PTI): 

Restaurant and bar own-
ers in Delhi have welcomed
the Arvind Kejriwal gov-
ernment's decision to allow
them to serve liquor till 3
AM, saying the "progres-
sive" move will help im-
prove business and lead to
employment generation.

The owners hoped that
the move will help the
restaurant and bar indus-
try, which is still reeling
under the impact of the
Covid pandemic and sub-
sequent restrictions, in re-
couping losses incurred

over the past two years
and promote nightlife.
Officials on Friday said
the Delhi government has
taken a policy decision to
allow bars to serve liquor
till 3 AM. The government
has issued necessary di-
rections to the Excise de-
partment and an order is
likely to be issued soon in
accordance with the
Excise Policy 2021-22, a
senior government officer
had said. Manpreet Singh,
treasurer of the National
Restaurants Association
of India (NRAI), lauded
the decision, saying this

will help in generating
employment. "A very for-
ward move. It will help in
employment generation
and bring business to the
capital. Delhi is also a
tourist destination and
this move will promote
and help in the growth of
the nightlife," he told PTI.
Singh pointed out that
Delhitties used to go to
nearby cities as eateries
and pubs here shut down
very early. This will now
end, he said. "People used
to go to Gurugram and
Noida because their
places remain open till

late. Now this decision
will help people enjoy the
nightlife in the city here,"
he said.

"We will be operating for
longer hours and more
staff will be required, this
means employment gener-
ation, by and large, this
will create new opportuni-
ties," he added. Similar
sentiments were echoed by
Gaurav Chhatwal, owner
of Chungwa in Greater
Kailash II. Noting that it
was a "progressive" move,
Chhatwal said he will have
to hire more people as tim-
ings are being increased.

Indore’s tea cafe ensures
global presence

Indore, May 07: 

The Tea Factory,
Central India's first tea-
cafe franchise brand, is
soon going to launch its
new franchise in the Gulf
countries and Canada.
The Tea Factory, which
was started in Indore, is
the only tea cafe in the
food and beverage indus-
try to operate more than
161 franchises across the
country.

Shashank Sharma, the
mind behind this unique
concept, introduced this
idea to the market in 2013
at the young age of 22. In
those days, the only
means of promotion was

social media which used
to be very expensive, and
therefore, was outside the
budget of the common
man. Therefore, the pos-
sibility of reaching out to
a wide range of the pub-
lic through digital promo-
tion was negligible.

During the press con-
ference , Shashank said,
“I aimed to provide mul-
tiple tea flavors such as
Kashmiri Kawa, Green
Tea, Masala Tea, Ginger
tea, etc., belonging from
different regions under
one roof. I used to work
on some unique ideas to
make tea a profitable
business.”

Answering the journal-

ists, Shashank Sharma
further said, “Initially
people used to think of it
as a non-profitable idea
and there was a severe
lack of social motivation.
The biggest challenge at
that time was to reach
out to the people for 
this idea.

Although the social
media revolution started
at that time, even an
Android phone was ex-
pensive back then and
the internet prices also
demanded a bigger budg-
et. While working on our
digitalization, we are cur-
rently operating our
franchises in more than
half of the country.”

‘Triple talaqs have dipped after
enactment of law against it’

Bhopal, May 07 (PTI): 

Cases of triple talaq
have dipped since the en-
actment of the law against
the instant divorce in the
country, a member of the
National Commission of
Minorities (NCM) said on
Saturday.

Speaking to reporters
here, NCM member Syed
Shahezadi said she had
held talks with Muslim
women over triple talaq
and other concerns.

I held talks with Muslim
women over triple talaq
and other issues here.
After the enactment of the
law, the number of triple
talaqs have come down,
Shahezadi said.

Two years ago,
President Ram Nath
Kovind had given his as-
sent to the Triple Talaq
Bill. Under the Muslim
Women (Protection of

Rights on Marriage) Act,
2019, giving instant oral
triple talaq or talalq-e-bid-
dat is a criminal offence
and can attract jail term of
up to three years.

Talking about the com-
munal riots in Khargone
following a Ram Navami
procession last month,
Shahezadi said that the
commission has sought a
report from the state gov-

ernment in the matter.
She further said that a

proposal to hike Rs 5,000
monthly salary of
maulavis and extending
this facility to priests of
other communities would
be put forth before the gov-
ernment

Shedding light on the
NCM's functioning,
Shahezadi said she had
held talks with religious
leaders, members of the
Haj committee and Waqf
Board and women from
the minority communities
here about their problems.

An amount of Rs 511
crore has been earmarked
for 56 projects meant for
people from minority
communities, she said
There were 1,739 regis-
tered madarsas in
Madhya Pradesh, where
710 Urdu teachers have
been hired, the NCM
member added.

‘Haj 2022 gives priority to
health, well-being of pilgrims’

Mumbai, May 07 (PTI): 

Union Minister for
Minority Affairs Mukhtar
Abbas Naqvi on Saturday
said that Haj 2022 was tak-
ing place with significant
reforms, giving utmost
priority to the health and
well-being of pilgrims.
Inaugurating a two-day
training camp of "Khadim
Ul Hujjaj" at Haj House
here, Naqvi said a total of
79,237 Indian Muslims will
go for Haj 2022, of whom 50
per cent are women.

The entire process of
Haj 2022 has been chalked
out with necessary guide-
lines of the governments
of India and Saudi Arabia,
which include eligibility
criteria, age limit, health-
related requirements,
among other things, he
said, while noting that the
pilgrimage could not take
place for the last two years
due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic. "We are making all
efforts to ensure that there

is no additional financial
burden on the pilgrims, as
they will perform Haj
without any subsidy. The
process is on to provide ac-
commodation, transporta-
tion and other necessary
facilities in Saudi Arabia
at affordable prices," the
Union minister said.

The selection process of
Haj pilgrims has been done
considering the completion
of COVID-19 vaccination
and fulfilling the necessary
norms decided by the gov-
ernments of the two coun-
tries, he said.

Naqvi further said that
making the entire Haj 2022
process 100 per cent digital
has been extremely benefi-
cial to ensure health and
well-being of pilgrims, be-
sides making the pilgrim-
age transparent, accessi-
ble, affordable and conven-
ient.

At least 56,601 Indian
Muslims will go for Haj
2022 through Haj
Committee of India and

22,636 will go through Haj
Group Organisers
(HGOs), he said. More
than 1,800 Muslim women
will go for Haj 2022 with-
out 'Mehram' (male com-
panion) and they will go to
Haj without a lottery sys-
tem, the minister said,
adding that a total of
83,140 applications had
been received for Haj 2022.

The pilgrims will go

through Haj Committee of
India from 10 embarkation
points namely
Ahmedabad, Bengaluru,
Cochin, Delhi, Guwahati,
Hyderabad, Kolkata,
Lucknow, Mumbai and
Srinagar, he said.

The Ahmedabad em-
barkation point will cover
Gujarat, while the
Bengaluru embarkation
point will cover Karnataka

and Chittoor district of
Andhra Pradesh, and the
Cochin embarkation point
will include Kerala,
Lakshadweep, Puducherry,
Tamil Nadu and Andaman
& Nicobar, Naqvi said.

The Delhi embarkation
point will cover Delhi,
Punjab, Haryana,
Himachal Pradesh,
Chandigarh, Uttarakhand,
Rajasthan, western dis-
tricts of Uttar Pradesh,
while the Guwahati em-
barkation point will cover
Assam, Meghalaya,
Manipur, Arunachal
Pradesh, Sikkim and
Nagaland, he said.

The Hyderabad em-
barkation point will be for
Andhra Pradesh and
Telangana, the Kolkata em-
barkation point will cover
West Bengal, Odisha,
Tripura, Jharkhand and
Bihar and the Lucknow
embarkation point will
cover all parts of Uttar
Pradesh except western
parts, he said.

Allowing them to serve liquor till 3 AM
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What an idea Mom ?  You made me feel proud.

MOTHER’S DAY

Devotees carry a palanquin of Lord Raghunath during a religious procession at the end of a three-day-long yagya, in Kullu, Saturday.

RELIGIOUS PROCESSION
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Muslim women taking selfie with Union Minister Mukhtar
Abbas Naqvi during inauguration of a two-day training
camp of Khadim Ul Hujjaj for Haj 2022, at Haj House
Mumbai, Saturday.

‘NEET PG exam not
postponed, will

happen on May 21’
NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  MMaayy  0077  ((PPTTII))::
The Press Information
Bureau Saturday said this
year's NEET PG exam has
not been postponed, and
will happen on the sched-
uled date of May 9, terming
"fake" a notice issued in the
name of the National Board
of Examinations that the
paper has been resched-
uled to July 9. 

The National Board of
Examination in Medical
Sciences (NBEMS) Saturday
also cautioned stakeholders
against "false and bogus in-
formation" being circulated
in its name. This comes after
a section of the media re-
ported that NEET PG exam
this year was postponed to
July 9. In a tweet, the Press
Information Bureau Fact
Check handle said, 

"A FAKE notice issued in
the name of the National
Board of Examinations
claims that the NEET PG
exam has been postponed &
will now be conducted on 9th
July 2022.  The exam has not
been postponed." The exam
will be conducted on 21 May
2022 only, it added. 

The NBEMS at present con-
ducts postgraduate and post-
doctoral examinations in ap-
proved specialties leading to
the award of Diplomate of
National Board (DNB) and
Doctorate of National Board
(DrNB) respectively.

DMK regime completes a year in office
CM Stalin announces new schemes

Syed Shahezadi

PROGRESSIVE MOVE


