
New Delhi, May 02: 

No individual can be
forced to get vaccinated
against COVID-19, the
Supreme Court said on
Monday and asked the
Centre to make public data
on the immunisation's ad-
verse events.

Bodily autonomy and in-
tegrity are protected under
Article 21 of the
Constitution, a bench of
Justices L Nageswara Rao
and B R Gavai said while
suggesting that there be no
restrictions on unvaccinat-
ed people in public areas
till Covid numbers are low.

On the basis of available

material, and considering
expert views, the current
COVID-19 vaccine policy
cannot be said to be mani-
festly arbitrary and unrea-
sonable, the apex court
said.

'Till numbers are low, we
suggest that relevant or-
ders are followed and no
restriction is imposed on
unvaccinated individuals

on access to public areas or
recall the same if already
not done,' the bench said.

The apex court also di-
rected the Union of India
to publish reports on ad-
verse events of vaccines
from the public and doc-
tors on a publicly accessi-
ble system without com-
promising on the data of
individuals.

The apex court was
hearing a plea filed by Dr
Jacob Puliyel, a former
member of the National
Technical Advisory Group
on Immunisation, who has
sought directions to also
disclose post-vaccination
data regarding adverse

events. On the issue of vac-
cination for children, the
bench said that it is not
possible to second guess
the opinion of experts and
the vaccination indeed fol-
lows global standards and
practices.

'On paediatric vaccines,
the decision taken by the
Union of India to vacci-
nate children in the coun-
try is in tune with global
standards... We direct the
Union of India to make
sure the key findings of
the stages of trials already
approved by regulatory au-
thorities for children be
made public at the earli-
est,' it said.

Eid-Ul-Fitr today
RRaaiippuurr:: The state govern-
ment on Monday declared
May 2 as a public holiday
to mark Eid-ul-Fitr and
issued a notification in
this connection. An order
issued on Monday by the
government said all gov-
ernment offices including
public sector undertak-
ings, educational institu-
tions and banks will
remain closed on Tuesday
under the Negotiable
Instruments Act.

Discharged 
MMuummbbaaii:: Veteran actor
Mithun Chakraborty, who
was admitted to a
Bengaluru hospital
recently, has been dis-
charged. Chakraborty's
visit to the hospital was
part of a routine check up
and there is nothing to be
worried about, the actor's
spokesperson said on
Monday. "He had gone
for a routine check up
and there is nothing to
worry about. He is
already at home. He is
absolutely fit and fine.

Expelled
SShhiimmllaa:: The Aam Aadmi
Party has expelled its
Himachal Pradesh social
media incharge Harpreet
Singh Bedi over his
alleged pro-Khalistan
tweets. The move came
after the ruling BJP on
Sunday accused Bedi of
openly supporting
Khalistan, alleging that
he had put out a series of
tweets in its support
some years ago. 

Injured 
MMaahhiissaaggaarr:: Four students
of a government primary
school in Gujarat's
Mahisagar district were
injured after cement plas-
ter from the roof of the
lobby fell on them on
Monday, officials said.
The incident took place in
the morning when stu-
dents had gathered in the
lobby of the school in
Pratappura for the
farewell function of a
retiring teacher, said dis-
trict primary education
officer (DPEO) PN Modi.
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A girl splashes Tawi river
water with her hair to beat
the heat on a hot summer
day, in Jammu, Monday.
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Berlin, May 02 (PTI): 

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on
Monday met German
Chancellor Olaf Scholz
here and the two leaders
reviewed the full range of
bilateral ties, including
giving an impetus to trade
as well as cultural link-
ages.

Modi arrived in Berlin
on Monday morning on
the first leg of his three-na-
tion Europe trip that will
also take him to Denmark
and France. The visit
comes amid the Ukraine
crisis, which has united
much of Europe against
Russia.

Prime Minister Modi
was received by
Chancellor Scholz in a cer-
emonial welcome at the

Federal Chancellery in
Berlin upon his arrival for
talks. He was accorded the
Guard of Honour at the
forecourt of the Federal
Chancellery in Berlin.

The two leaders there-
after met in one-on-one for-
mat followed by delegation
level talks. The meeting

was held prior to the sixth
round of Biennial Inter
G o v e r n m e n t a l
Consultations (IGC) be-
tween India and Germany.

"Expanding India-
Germany cooperation. PM
@narendramodi and
Chancellor Scholz meet in
Berlin. @Bundeskanzle,"

the Prime Minister's Office
tweeted. This is Prime
Minister Modi's first meet-
ing with Scholz as German
Chancellor, who assumed
office in December, 2021.

Bilaspur, May 02: 

Four people arrested for
allegedly tying a man to a tree
and thrashing him with sticks
in Bilaspur district last week
have been remanded in judi-
cial custody for 15 days, police
said on Monday.
A fifth accused, who is a
minor, has been sent to a juve-
nile home, an official added.
The five were held after a
video purportedly showing
them hang the man, identified
as Mahaveer Suryawanshi
(26), upside down from a tree
and thrashing him with sticks
went viral on April 30.
Manish Khare (30), Yuvraj
Khare (25), Janu Bhargav alias
Vishwajit (20) and Bhim
Kesarwani (21), all natives of

Uchchbhatti village, were pro-
duced on Sunday in a court
here which remanded them in
judicial custody for 15 days,
while the 15-year-old boy was
sent to a juvenile remand
home by the Juvenile Justice
Board, the official said.
They have been charged under
IPC sections 307 (attempt to
murder), 342 (wrongful con-
finement), 147 (rioting) and
other offences based on the
statement of the victim, he
said.
Suryawanshi, who had gone
missing after the assault inci-
dent that took place on April
28 near Uchchbhatti, was
located at his sister's place in
Parsada village and was
admitted in the Chhattisgarh
Institute of Medical Sciences
(CIMS) hospital here with his
entire body swollen from the
beating, the official added.

Patna, May 02 (PTI): 

Political strategist
Prashant Kishor on
Monday caused ripples in
Bihar politics, indicating
his turn towards active pol-
itics in his home state with
a cryptic tweet that it is
time for him to go to the
people to better understand
their issues and the path of
"Jan Suraj" (people's good

governance). Kishor, who
had been with the JD(U)
briefly and was on the
verge of joining the
Congress recently before
things fell through, is likely
to address a press confer-
ence on May 5 where he
will spell out out his next

move amid speculation
whether he will launch a
political party or just an
outreach programme,
something which he had
dabbled in earlier too. "My
quest to be a meaningful
participant in democracy &
help shape pro-people poli-
cy led to a 10-year roller
coaster ride! As I turn the
page, time to go to the Real
Masters, THE PEOPLE, to
better understand the is-
sues & the path to Jan
Suraj-Peoples Good
Governance. Beginning
from Bihar," he tweeted.

New Delhi, May 02 (PTI): 

"Some Godse bhakts" in
the Prime Minister's Office
had got FIRs registered
against him, Gujarat legis-
lator Jignesh Mevani al-
leged on Monday and
termed his arrest by the
Assam Police a "pre-
planned conspiracy" to de-
stroy him ahead of assem-
bly elections in the state.

Mevani, who was re-
leased on Saturday, also

said his arrest was an act
of "56-inch cowardice" that
had undermined Gujarat's
pride, an apparent swipe at
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's 56-inch chest asser-
tion. Addressing a press
conference, Mevani an-

nounced that he would
take to the streets and en-
sure a Gujarat Bandh on
June 1 on a raft of issues --
seeking action against
those behind the leak of 22
exam papers, the recent re-
covery of "Rs 1.75 lakh-
crore" worth of drugs from
the Mundra Port, and to
press for the withdrawal of
all cases against Dalits in
Una and against minori-
ties in the state. "Some
Godse-bhakts sitting in the
PMO have got serious FIRs
registered against me over
my mere tweeting," he told
reporters at the Congress
headquarters here.

Mumbai, May 02 (PTI) 

Maharashtra
minister Nawab
Malik, arrested by
the ED in a money
laundering case,
was admitted to
hospital on
Monday after he
complained of
fever and diar-
rhoea, his lawyer
told a special court here
and claimed that Malik's
health had deteriorated
and he was in a "serious"
condition.

Last week, Malik (62),
who was lodged in the

Arthur Road jail here, had
sought interim bail on

medical ground
from the special
court for trial of
criminal cases
against MPs and
MLAs.

When the mat-
ter came up for
hearing on
Monday, Malik's
lawyer Kushal

Mor told the court that
when the NCP leader's
family members went to
give him home food, they
were told that he was shift-
ed to the state-run J J
Hospital.

Chandigarh, May 02 (PTI):

Incharge for Punjab af-
fairs at the AICC Harish
Chaudhary has written to
Congress president Sonia
Gandhi, seeking discipli-
nary action against former
state unit chief Navjot
Singh Sidhu for trying to
"portray himself above the
party".

In the letter dated April
23, which surfaced on
Monday, Chaudhary also
forwarded a detailed note of
Punjab Congress president
Amrinder Singh Raja
Warring regarding Sidhu's

"current activities".
Chaudhary noted in the let-
ter that Sidhu relentlessly
criticised the previous
Congress government de-
spite being asked not to do
so. "Ma'am president, Shri
Sidhu cannot be allowed to
portray himself above the
party and to set an example
for others to breach the
party discipline," he said.

"It is, therefore, recom-
mended that an explanation
must be sought from Shri
Sidhu as to why a discipli-
nary proceedings should
not be initiated against,"
wrote Chaudhary.

Modi holds summit meet with Germany’s Olaf 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi with Chancellor of Germany Olaf
Scholz, during a meeting in Berlin, Germany, Monday.

Both leaders are reviewing
the full range of bilateral ties
between India and Germany,
including giving an impetus
to trade as well as cultural
linkages. Discussions covered
key areas of bilateral cooper-
ation under the overall strate-
gic partnership, as well as
regional and global develop-
ments. "The momentum of
high level exchanges with our
Strategic Partner continues,"
Ministry of External Affairs
Spokesperson Arindam
Bagchi said in a tweet.

Area of discussion

Asserting that India is on the
side of peace, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi said on
Monday that India believes
there will be no winner in
the Russia-Ukraine conflict
and all will suffer losses.
Addressing a joint press
event with German
Chancellor Olaf Scholz here,
Modi said that from the start
of the Ukraine crisis, India
has called for immediate
cessation of hostilities and
stressed that talks are the
only solution to resolve the
dispute. "We believe that
there will be no winner in
this war and all will suffer
losses. Therefore, we are on
the side of peace," he said.

‘No winner in 
Russia-Ukraine conflict’

Four men remanded in judicial
custody for thrashing villager
̈ Minor accused sent

to juvenile home

Nawab Malik admitted to
hospital, lawyer says serious

Prashant Kishor talks of
new political beginning

̈ Set for plunge in
Bihar politics, says
time to go to people

AICC for disciplinary
action against Sidhu

Nobody can be forced to get COVID-19 vaccines: SC

Ahmedabad, May 02 (PTI): 

Gujarat Congress working presi-
dent Hardik Patel on Monday
removed his designation and
party poll symbol of 'hand' from
his Twitter profile amid mount-
ing speculation that he may
leave the opposition party
ahead of the Assembly polls due
later this year. The removal
comes days after Patel
expressed displeasure over the
functioning of the state party
leadership. The firebrand
leader, who spearheaded the
Patidar community agitation in
Gujarat for reservation in jobs
and education, has described
himself as a "Proud Indian patri-
ot" in his new profile on Twitter.

New Delhi, May 02 (PTI): 

The Supreme Court on
Monday held that excess pay-
ment made to an employee
cannot be recovered after his
retirement on the ground
that the said increments
were granted on account of
an error.

A bench of Justices S A
Nazeer and Vikram Nath
said restraining back recov-
ery of excess payment, is
granted by courts, not be-
cause of any right in the em-
ployees, but in equity, in the
exercise of judicial discre-
tion to relieve the employees
from the hardship that will
be caused to him. "If the ex-
cess amount was not paid on

account of any misrepresen-
tation or fraud of the em-
ployee or if such excess pay-
ment was made by the em-
ployer by applying a wrong
principle for calculating the
pay/allowance or based on a
particular interpretation of
rule/order which is subse-
quently found to be erro-
neous, such excess payment
of emoluments or al-
lowances are not recover-
able. "This relief against the
recovery is granted not be-
cause of any right of the em-
ployees but in equity, exercis-
ing judicial discretion to pro-
vide relief to the employees
from the hardship that will
be caused if the recovery is
ordered," said the bench.

‘My arrest pre-planned conspiracy’
̈ Designed by 

Godse-bhakts in PMO,
act of cowardice

Jignesh Mevani 

Hardik Patel 
distances from Cong

Breather to retired employees
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Bhilai, May 02: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
launched the
Mukhyamantri Mitan
Yojana during a virtual
event held on Sunday.
Mukhyamantri Mitan
Yojana has been rolled out
with the aim of providing
services to the citizens at
their homes with complete
transparency and in the
stipulated time frame. Now
the citizens of the city will
be able to take advantage of
this scheme and will be
able to access service at
home. Through toll free
number 14545 and portal
http://cgmitaan.in, they
will be able to get informa-
tion about the process and
necessary documents relat-
ed to government services.
With this scheme, the com-
mon citizens will be able to
easily get the benefits of
government services
through ‘Mitaan’ while sit-
ting at their home. By using
the Call center / toll free
and portal, people will be
able to apply and seek the
necessary documents like
birth certificate, death cer-
tificate, marriage certifi-
cate, birth certificate cor-
rection, death certificate
correction, marriage cer-
tificate correction, shop

and establishment registra-
tion / Gumasta license,
domicile certificate, SC /
ST certificate, backward
class certificate, income
certificate, duplicate of
land documents and land
information, etc. This
scheme would reduce the
pressure on government of-
fices and citizens will get
the benefit of services in
the stipulated time. This
will also save the precious
time of people, travelling
expenses and people will
get rid of unnecessary vis-
its to offices. Government
and private sector employ-
ees will not have to take
leave from their work to
visit the government of-
fices. They will be able to
get their work done
through Mitaan. This
scheme is also very benefi-
cial for persons with dis-
abilities or who are inca-
pable of visiting the office.
On contacting the portal
and call center, after com-
pleting the departmental
process of documents,
Mitaan will visit the home
of the applicant for deliver-
ing the document. Any resi-
dent of Municipal
Corporation Bhilai area
can take advantage of the
service provided under

Mukhyamantri Mitan
Yojana. Initially three
Mitaans have been appoint-
ed in Bhilai Corporation
for this scheme. MLA
Devendra Yadav said that
this scheme will provide
convenience to the citizens.
Mayor Neeraj Pal said that
people will get rid of unnec-
essary visits to offices and
will get the benefit of serv-
ice at home. Mayor Neeraj
Pal, Corporation
Commissioner Prakash
Surve, Bhilai District
Congress President
Mukesh Chandrakar,
Speaker Girwar Bunty
Sahu, Additional
Commissioner Ashok
Dwivedi, MLA representa-
tive and MIC member
Ekansh Banchore, MIC
member Siju Anthony,
Laxmipati Raju,
Chandrashekhar Gavai,
Lal Chand Verma, Mannan
Ghaffar Khan, Zone
Presidents Jalandhar
Singh and Rajesh
Chaudhary, Health Officer
Dharmendra Mishra,
Assistant Engineer Tapan
Agrawal, Deepti Sahu and
Ashok Kashyap from the
data center were present
during the launch of
Mukhyamantri Mitan
Yojana.

Mukhyamantri Mitan Yojana
implemented in all civic bodies 

BBhhiillaaii,,  MMaayy  0022::  Lok Sabha
Member Vijay Baghel recently
paid visit to the bereaved fami-
ly of Late Devendra Markande,
who died due to electrocution
in Gauthan of Nagar Panchayat
Patan. He paid tributes to the
departed soul and expressed
condolences. He interacted
with the bereaved family mem-
bers and stated that he is
always there for them in every
moment of happiness and sor-
row. Baghel assured to provide
an automatic tricycle to the
Divyang son of the deceased

and provided assistance of Rs
10000 each to his wife and
father. Targeting the Chief
Minister and Patan MLA, Vijay
Baghel said that the amount of
financial assistance provided

to the family of Late Devendra
Markandey is at par with the
general cases of death like
electrocution, drowning in
water, etc. This amount is pro-
vided by the government

through SDM and Collectors.
The representatives of the gov-
ernment are sitting silent after
providing the nominal compen-
sation. Till now, the govern-
ment has not expressed any

sympathy for the relatives of
the deceased. MP Baghel said
that as a true tribute to
Devendra, the Chhattisgarh
Government must provide gov-
ernment job to a member of
the bereaved family. 

Further, proper compensa-
tion must be provided to the
family just like the way
Chhattisgarh CM provided
monetary aid to the families of
the deceased in Uttar Pradesh.
The worker of the CM’s ambi-
tious plan must get proper
compensation, he said.

MP Baghel demands proper compensation for sanitation worker killed in Gauthan mishap 
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Chamber’s delegation submit
memo to Choubey

Raipur, May 02: State
President of Chhattisgarh
Chamber of Commerce
and Industries, Amar
Parwani, General
Secretary, Ajay Bhasin,
Treasurer Uttam Golchha,
Working President,
Rajendra Jaggi, Vikram
Singhdeo, Ram Mandhan,
Manmohan Agrawal said
that May 2nd , the delega-
tion of the Chamber, head-
ed by Chamber State
President Amar Parwani
met State Agriculture
Minister Ravindra
Choubey and submitted a
memorandum regarding
grant of exemption in

Mandi Fee and Farmer
Welfare Fee. Chamber State
President, Amar Parwani
said that for the last many
years, pulse mill, poha mill,
pulses, oilseeds, grain and
grocery traders are being
given exemption in market
fee. Also, the notification of
the traders (importers) has
not been issued yet, which
has created an imbalance
in the trade situation at
present. Parwani further
said that in the past, exemp-
tion has been given to the
pulse mill till the year 2024.
This year the exemption
given in mandi fee in pulse
mill has been given exemp-

tion from the date of notifi-
cation i.e. from  March 23,
2022 to March 31, 2024,
whereas according to the
old notification, mandi fee
and farmer welfare fee was
implemented from
December 1, 2021.
Confusion has arisen on the
basis of the present notifi-
cation. Therefore, a clear
order should be issued so
that the status of discounts
in the pulse mill could be
clear. State Agriculture
Minister Ravindra
Choubey, taking a positive
approach after seeing the
above memorandum, as-
sured the delegation that a
proper decision will be
taken in this issue soon.

Chamber State President
Amar Parwani, Working
President Ram Mandhan,
Secretary Jawahar
Tharani, Bhatapara Poha
Mill Association’s Anil
Rochlani, Ranjit Dawani,
Rakesh, Ajay Mandhan
were prominently present
in the delegation.

BoB, Raipur distributes prizes to meritorious students

Raipur, May 02: Bank of
Baroda, with the objective
of popularizing and propa-
gating Hindi as a commu-
nication language among
the people of the country,
especially among the
younger generation, has
been awarding meritori-
ous students of M.A.
Hindi merit list, since 2006
in 68 universities of the
country under the
‘Baroda Meritorious
Students felicitation’
scheme.

In this series, on May 1st
2022, at the 59th
Foundation Day celebra-
tions of Pandit Ravi
Shankar Shukla
University, Raipur, under
the said important scheme
of Bank of Baroda:
‘Baroda Meritorious

Students felicitation’, M.A.
Hindi (final year) academ-
ic year 2020-21 , the stu-
dents who got the highest
marks in the female and
male category, was felici-
tated at the 59th
Foundation Day celebra-
tions of Pandit Ravi
Shankar Shukla
University, Raipur in the
presence of Chief Guest
Mr. Umesh Patel, Higher
Education Minister,
Government of
Chhattisgarh, Dr. Kesari
Lal Verma, Vice
Chancellor and Mr.
Abhishek Bharti, Deputy
Regional Manager, Bank
of Baroda, Raipur Region.
As the first prize under
the said scheme, K. Tulsi
Singh was awarded Rs
11000 and second prize

was given to Kushal
Kumar by handing over a
cheque of Rs 7500 and a ci-
tation.

On the occasion, for the
students of Pandit Ravi
Shankar Shukla
University, Raipur, Bank
of Baroda, Raipur Region
organised the online ex-
tempore competition on
March 03, 2022, including
the 10 students who got
the highest marks in the
competition, Bank of
Baroda, Bhopal Zone or-
ganised Inter-State
University Online Hindi
Lecture Competition, on
March 16, 2022 between
the students of Pandit
Ravi Shankar Shukla
University, Raipur and
Vikram University, Ujjain,
in which the winners of
Pandit Ravi Shankar
Shukla University, Rashmi
Sahu, Sajiya Kausar and
Akash Narange were
awarded with first prize,
third prize and consola-
tion prize. University fac-
ultiress, students and staff
members of Bank of
Baroda were present on
the said occasion.

Fire breaks out in
Prayas Hostel 

Raipur, May 02: Fire broke
out in the Prayas Hostel in
Janta Colony in Gudhiyari
here on Tuesday morning
and on getting information
about the same, all the stu-
dents in the hostel got panic
and were moved out imme-
diately. It is learnt that when
the fire broke out in Prayas
Hostel, at that time there
was exam going on. Though
the fire-brigade team with
help of the police personnel
gained control on fire well

on time and this incident is
that of Gudhiyari thana.

There are reports that fire
broke out in the computer
store room of Prayas Hostel
in Gudhiyari and due to
which a dozen computers
sets were gutted in fire.
There are also report that
many documents were also
gutted in fire. This fire inci-
dent in Prayas Hostel has
raised questions on safety
and security of students and
as to what is the reason be-
hind fire breaking out is yet
to be known and who will be
held responsible would be
known only after complete
inquiry is done.

‘Gems and Jewelery Park to come soon in Raipur’

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, May 02: The
construction work of
Gems and Jewelery
Park, which is going to
be built in Pandri,
Raipur, will start soon.
With its construction,
traders, residents and
traders coming from
other states will get an
opportunity to shop at
one place. The said as-
surance was given by
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel to the delegation
of Raipur Sarafa

Association on Monday.
Raipur Sarafa
Association, President,
Harakh Malu,
Laxminarayan Lahoti,
Prahlad Soni, Indrajit
Saluja, Devendra Soni,
Pramit Niyogi, Rajendra
Sethia, Pankaj Vaid,
Amar Barlota, Deepak

Jain were present in the
delegation. On the occa-
sion, Mr. Harakh Malu
informed Chief Minister
Mr. Bhupesh Baghel that
the construction work of
Gems and Jewelery
Park, which is going to
be built at Pandri,
Raipur, has not started

since last many years, de-
cision should be taken on
its construction work
soon. With the construc-
tion of Gems and
Jewelery Park, apart
from the  Raipur, the bul-
lion traders coming from
outside Chhattisgarh
and Chhattisgarh will
get all the facilities
under one roof like
Wholesale Retail,
Refinery, Artisan, Hall
Marking Center, High
Security, Bank, ATM,
Police station and all
other facilities  will be
available. Apart from
this, keeping in mind the
safety and public conven-
ience of the bullion mar-
ket located in the main
market and out of the
city, the construction

work of Gems and
Jewelery Park should be
started soon. Mr. Malu
informed the Chief
Minister that as soon as
Congress government
was formed in the state,
in the first budget, an-
nounced a separate pro-
vision of Rs.350 crore for
Gems and Jewelery
Park, it was announced
to be constructed on the
basis of public-private
partnership. Giving con-
crete assurance to the
delegation of Raipur
Sarafa Association,
Chief Minister Mr.
Baghel said that soon
the Gems and Jewelery
Park would start taking
its shape in Pandri and
the construction work
would also start in a few

months.
Its construction will

benefit Chhattisgarh as
well as neighboring
states and the demand
for jewelery will in-
crease in Chhattisgarh
and it will benefit the
state government as
well as the bullion
traders here.
Chhattisgarh will also
become a hub for jewel-
ery manufacturing. The
Chief Minister in-
formed the delegation
that a 3-year Gems and
Gemology course on
Gems and Jewelery has
been started in Pandit
Ravi Shankar Shukla
University, which will
benefit the students of
Chhattisgarh apart from
Raipur and nearby areas.

Vaccination is a protective shield
against Covid-19: Baghel

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, May 02: Chief
Minister Bhupesh
Baghel administered the
Precaution Dose vaccine
to protect against Covid-
19 at his residence here
on Monday. Appealing to

the people of the state on
this occasion, the Chief
Minister said that vacci-
nation is a protective
shield against Covid-19.

All people must get
vaccinated to protect
against Covid-19 accord-
ing to the prescribed cri-
teria and guide line.
Those people who have
to get the precaution
dose, they must adminis-
ter the vaccine as soon as
possible. Mr. Baghel has
said that the threat of
Covid-19 is not over yet,
so everyone should fol-
low the Covid-19 guide-
line.

Finance department issues
order for hiked 5% DA

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, May 02: The dec-
laration by CM Bhupesh
Baghel for 5% hike in
their DA has been brought
into effect and implement-
ed as well. The Finance
Department of the state
government issued orders
for payment of additional
5% DA within 24 hrs of
the declaration made by
CM. This decision is going
to benefit more than 4
lakh government officers
and employees and

around 1 lakh retired gov-
ernment employees will
benefitted.

It  is notable here that
CM Bhupesh Baghel has
made declaration of 5%
additional DA to govern-
ment officers and employ-
ees on occasion of Labour
Day on May 1.

In the order issued by
the Finance Department,
there is mention that the
government employees
were being paid 17% DA
in the 7th pay-commission
from July 2021 and DA at
the rate of 164% under the
6th Pay-commission. The
state government took a
decision the government
officers and employees

will be paid 5% additional
DA i:e at 22% under the
7th Pay-commission from
1 May 2022 and making a
hike of 10% under the 6th
Pay-commission, they will
be paid DA at 174%.

The state government
has taken a decision that
the hike DA will be paid in
cash on May 1, 2022 and it
will be calculated on the
basis of basic salary and
in this special salary, indi-
vidual salary will not be
included. No part of the
DA will not be treated as
part of the salary under
basic rule 9 (2). This order
will also be applicable on
UCG, AICTE, contingency
employees as well.

Four IAS officers given
additional charge

Raipur, May 02: There
are slight changes in the
portfolio of four IAS offi-
cers in the state secretari-
at. Dr Ayyaz Tamboli
along with Jai Prakash
Mourya and Pushpa Sahu
and Dr Alok Shukla have
been given additional re-
sponsibilities.

As per the orders, Dr
Ayyaz F Tamboli, an IAS
of 2009 batch, working as
CEO Nava Raipur Atal
Nagar Vikas Pradhikaran
and having additional
charge of Nodal Officer,
Narwa, Ghurwa,
Gharuwa and Badi and
Chhattisgarh Godhan
Nyay Yojana, has been
given an additional charge
as Special Secretary

Agriculture Department
and as in-charge officer of
‘Mati Pujan Abhiyan’.

Jaiprakash Mourya, an
IAS officer of 2010 batch,
working as Director
Mining and Mineral and
having additional charge
as in-charge MD, CG State
Mineral Development
Corporation (CSMDC) and
Director Town & Country
Planning, has been given
an additional charge of
Joint Director Mineral
Resources Department .

Similarly Pushpa Sahu,
an IAS officer of 2012
batch, working as Joint
Director Mineral
Department  and having
an additional charge of Jt.
Secy. Panchayat and Rural

development department
has been temporarily post-
ed as Joint Secy. Panchayat
and Rural Development
Department and given an
additional charge of Joint
Secy. Forest Department.

Dr Alok Shukla (IAS),
working as Principal
Secretary Parliamentary
works deptt; additional
charge of Principal Secy
Skill Development,
Technical Education and
Employment deptt and
Principal Secy School
Education Department
and others has been given
an additional charge as
Co-ordinator  Rural
Industrial Park, C-Mart
and ’Godhan Nyay
Mission’

CS gave necessary instructions to officers
regarding CM’s state-wide tour

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, May 02: Chief
Secretary Amitabh Jain
on Monday took a meet-
ing of Commissioner,
Collector, Inspector
General of Police and
Superintendents of
Police through video con-
ferencing and gave neces-
sary instructions regard-
ing arrangements during
the state-wide tour of
Chief Minister  Bhupesh
Baghel. The Chief
Secretary has instructed
the officers to take
prompt action on the in-
structions and an-
nouncements of the
Chief Minister during
the visit. In this regard,
the officers of the Chief
Minister’s Secretariat
should also be informed
immediately. During the
visit, necessary instruc-

tions were given regard-
ing the Chief Minister’s
meeting programme,
Jan Choupal and other
arrangements. On this
occasion, Additional
Chief Secretary to the
Chief Minister Mr.
Subrat Sahoo, DGP Mr.

Ashok Juneja and IG
Mr. Anand Chhabda
also talked to the offi-
cials regarding the nec-
essary arrangements
during the Chief
Minister’s visit.

On this occasion,
Secretary to the Chief

Minister, Mr.
Siddhartha Komal

Pardeshi also addressed
the officials.

AFTERMATH

The flexes in the hoardings were blown off and cover of round-about of Traffic Police
box was also blown off when strong winds and light showers lashed capital city here
on Monday evening.

Amount of hiked DA
to be paid in cash in
May 2022

p CM administered
precaution dose of
Covid-19 vaccine

Central Chronicle News

Korba, May 02: P.M. Jena
has taken charge of NTPC
Korba as Chief General
Manager (CGM) with ef-
fect from 1 May 2022.

Jena has more than 37
years of experience with
NTPC and has previously
worked in other NTPC
Units like Singrauli,
Talcher Kaniha, ER-II HQ
and BRBCL. During his
tenure in Bhubaneswar,
Jena was in-charge of
rural electrification for
Deendayal Upadhyay
Grameen Vidyut Yojna
and Saubhagya Yojna and
successfully coordinated
the electrification
process.

An Electrical
Engineering Graduate
from NIT Rourkela,
Orissa, Jena joined NTPC
as Executive Engineering
Trainee in 1985. He has
rich and varied experi-
ence in areas of Fuel
Management, Electrical
Maintenance, Project Co-
ordination, Project
Construction etc.

RRaaiippuurr:: CM Bhupesh Baghel
will be meeting general pub-
lic during his tour to different
Vidhan Sabhas from May 4.
During this tour, CM Bhupesh
Baghel will take stock of
implementation of various
public welfare schemes of the
state government at ground-
level. Massive preparations
have been done for this VS
tour of CM and his first tour
will start from Surguja divi-
sion. After this he will tour
Bastar division and every he
will land in any three villages
in a Vidhan Sabha area. 

Meeting the general pub-
lic, public reps, social organi-

sations, CM will take feed-
back from them on imple-
mentation of various public
welfare schemes. During the
tour he will visit villages,
tehsil office, police thanas,
janpad offices, schools,
‘anganbadis’, health centres
and its working, and take
stock of roads, water and
other basic amenities.
Meeting the general public,
public representatives in per-
son he will hold discussions
with them and take feedback
as well, along with their opin-
ions and suggestions and
take halt in the same VS on
that day.

CM VS tour to start 
from Surguja div.

PM Jena takes charge as
CGM NTPC Korba 

Chief Minister
assured the delega-
tion of Raipur
Sarafa Association

p No casualties; a
dozen computers
gutted in fire
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ALL SET FOR EID FESTIVAL

Cover on top of the place for ‘namaz’ in the Masjid has been placed, so as to provide
relief to ‘Rozedars’ on occasion of ‘Eid-ul-Fitr’ celebrations on Tuesday.

Formal conversation held
with an Artist

Central Chronicle News

Bilaspur, May 02: A for-
mal interaction was or-
ganized with an artist on
April 28 under the aegis
of SPIC MACAY and
Education Department,
Guru Ghasidas
University, Bilaspur.

In the above program,
Ajay Srivastava, coordi-
nator of Chhattisgarh
chapter of SPIC Mackay
and Bhaskar Chaurasia,
Coordinator of SPIC
MACAY, Guru Ghasidas
University, Bhaskar
Chaurasia, Dean,
Student Welfare, Guru
Ghasidas University Dr.
M.N. Tripathi, Dr. Sujit
Kumar Mishra (Head of
Department, Education
Department) and the sen-
ior teachers of the de-
partment, Dr. CS
Vazhalwar and all the

teachers of the education
department, research
scholars and students of
B.Ed and M.Ed were
present.

The chief guest of the
program was world
renowned Odissi dancer,
Janhavi Behera and her
team members Harpriya
Swain, Soumya Ranjan
Nayak, and Ashish
Kumar.

The program started
with the welcome ad-
dress of the guests by Dr.
Sujit Kumar Mishra,
Head of the Department.

Speaking about the
achievements of the
Chief Guest, Jahnavi
Behera, Ajay Srivastava,
the Coordinator of the
Chhattisgarh chapter of
SPIC MACAY, introduced
her.

The Chief Guest of the
program, Jahnavi

Behera, presented the ex-
pressions of Odissi
dance, postures and cos-
tumes in front of the stu-
dents in simple and inter-
esting words. She gave a
beautiful presentation of
Sita Haran and Krishna
Leela in the said pro-
gram.

Dean, Student Welfare,
Guru Ghasidas
University, Dr. M.N.
Tripathi said that this
program, organized in
the Education
Department, showing the
relationship between
music and Mother
Saraswati as a pleasant
coincidence.

The vote of thanks at
the end of the program
was given by Dr. Sambit
Kumar Padhi, Assistant
Professor, Department of
Education, Guru
Ghasidas University. The
program was conducted
by Dr. Rajeshwari Garg,
Assistant Professor,
Department of
Education, Guru
Ghasidas University.

All the teachers of the
Education Department,
research scholars and
students of B.Ed and
M.Ed were present in the
program.

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, May 02: After
successful implementa-
tion of Mandatory
Hallmarking by
Bureau of Indian
Standards in 256 dis-
tricts of the country
with effect from  June
23 2021, wherein more
than 3 lakh gold arti-
cles are being hall-
marked with HUID
every day, it has been
notified by the govern-
ment to implement the
second phase of
mandatory hallmark-
ing from  June 01 2022
vide Hallmarking of
Gold Jewellery and
Gold Artefacts
(Amendment) Order,
2022, dated  April 04,
2022. The second phase
of the mandatory hall-
marking will cover ad-
ditional three
caratages of gold jew-
e l l e r y / a r t e f a c t s
viz.20,23 and 24 carats
as mentioned in the
Indian Standard IS 1417

and 32 new districts
under the mandatory
hallmarking regime
wherein an AHC has
been setup post imple-
mentation of the first
phase of the mandato-
ry hallmarking order.
In Chhattisgarh two
new Districts
(Rajnandgaon &
Bilaspur) have been
covered under the
mandatory hallmark-
ing.

The list of districts is
available on the BIS
w e b s i t e ,
www.bis.gov.in. BIS
has made a provision to
allow a common con-
sumer to get the purity
of their unhallmarked
gold jewellery tested at
any of the BIS recog-
nized Assaying and
Hallmarking Centres
(AHC). The AHC shall
undertake the testing
of gold jewellery from
common consumers on
priority and provide a
test report to the con-
sumer.

The test report is-
sued to the consumer
will assure the con-
sumer about the purity
of their jewellery and
will also be useful if
the consumer wishes to
sell the jewellery lying
with him. The charges
for testing of gold jew-
ellery up to 4 articles is
Rs 200. For 5 or more
articles, the charges
are Rs 45 per article.

The detailed guide-
lines on testing of gold
jewellery of consumer
and the list of recog-
nized Assaying and
Hallmarking centres
can be accessed
through the home page
of BIS website,
www.bis.gov.in. The au-
thenticity and purity of
the hallmarked gold
jewellery items with
HUID number, pur-
chased by consumer,
can also be verified by
using ‘verify HUID’ in
BIS CARE app which
can be downloaded
from play store.

Intellectual property
awareness prog held at CU
Central Chronicle News

Bilaspur, May 02: The
School of Studies in
Engineering &
Technology, GGV,
Bilaspur (C.G.) has ef-
fectively conducted the
“Intellectual Property
Awareness Program”
dated Apr 29 onwards in
E-classroom. All the ac-
tions and deeds associ-
ated with this program
were well structured, es-
tablished, and satisfac-
torily coordinated by a
team of coordinators
Dr. Jasinta Poonam
Ekka, Disha Dewangan,
and co-coordinators Dr.
Princy Matlani and
Amit Dewangan. The
program has gained
magnificent popularity
among the faculties and
students of the School
of Studies in
Engineering &
Technology and more
than 220 faculties and
students enthusiastical-
ly attended the event.

The program was or-
ganized in association
with AICTE and NIPAM
on the occasion of world
intellectual property
day on 26 April under
the Intellectual
Property literacy week
celebration.

Prof. T.V. Arjunan,
Dean, School of Studies
in Engineering &
Technology has deliv-
ered a welcome address.
Dean delivered a con-
cise speech on intellec-
tual property and stated
that Intellectual proper-
ty helps in developing
and maintaining a com-
pany’s long-term rev-
enue streams and in-
creases shareholder
value. In the absence of
Vice-chancellor Prof.
Alok Kumar
Chakarwal, GGV,
Bilaspur acting Vice-
chancellor Prof. Amit
Saxena inaugurated the
program with an inau-
gural address and gave
insights about

Intellectual Property (IP)
and its significance in
the development of digi-
tal India. Prof.
Shailendra Kumar,
Registrar GGV, Bilaspur
(C.G.) extended his
warm welcome to the
speaker and stated the
importance of
Intellectual property
rights. The resource
person of the program
Himanshu Chandrakar,
Examiner of patents and
design, RGNIIPM,
Nagpur, Maharashtra,
explained the various as-
pects of IPR, Patent,
trademark, and copy-
right. He also cleared the
patentable and non-
patentable inventions
with examples. He
briefed the procedure for
the filing of patents and
the various steps in-
volved in granting
patents. The program
was ended with a Vote of
Thanks given by Dr.
Jasinta Poonam Ekka,
the program coordinator.

Seminar on Women in
Engineering organized

Raipur, May 02: IIITNR
students branch of IEEE
organized a seminar on
‘IEEE Women in
Engineering (WIE) - to-
wards Technology and
Leadership,’ at the insti-
tute campus to promote
women engineers and sci-
entists and inspire girls
around the world to moti-
vate them to pursue their
academic career in engi-
neering.

IEEE Women in
Engineering (WIE) is one
of the largest internation-
al professional organiza-
tions, dedicated to promot-
ing women engineers and
scientists, which facili-
tates the recruitment and
retention of women in
technical disciplines glob-
ally. IEEE WIE envisions a
vibrant community of
IEEE women and men, col-
lectively using their di-
verse talents to innovate
for the benefit of humani-
ty. While addressing the
seminar, Dr.Vijayalaxmi,

IEEE WIE Chair,
Hyderabad Section (2016 &
2017) and also works as
Associate Professor and
In-charge IQAC at Kalinga
University, Naya Raipur,
talked about how the or-
ganization is working in
promoting women engi-
neers. She also shared her
experience with IEEE and
motivated the students to
be a part of IEEE, as it will
help them build their net-
works which will help
them in their future.

IEEE member, Dr.
Deepika Gupta, expressed
her gratitude to the Chief
Guest for taking out her
time and providing so
much information. Dr.
Rajesh Ingle, Professor,
IIIT-Naya Raipur; Vice
Chair, IEEE India Council,
handed over a memento to
the Chief Guest.

The whole program was
coordinated by IIIT-Naya
Raipur IEEE Student
Branch Counsellor, Dr.
Maifuz Ali. A large num-
ber of IEEE members par-
ticipated in the seminar
which made it a huge suc-
cess.

Adivasi Congress observe Labour Day 

Raipur, May 02: Adivasi
Congress District President
and National Front of
Trade Union GS Bhavani
Markam and his team as
like the tradition they are
continuing for the last 14
years, this year too ob-
served Labour Day among
the workers and their chil-
dren at Sheetla Chowk.

They were distributed food
packets, study materials for
children and clothes.
Speaking on this occasion
Markam assured to be al-
ways with workers in their
need and in case they are
victimized at work place
Adivasi Congress will en-
sure justice to them. He
added, during Corona peri-
od Adivasi Congress en-
sured that none of the work-
ers should suffer hunger.

CM Baghel inaugurates Mitan Yojana

Raipur, May 02: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
launched Mukhya Mantri
Mitan Yojana (MMMY) at
state-level, in a function
organized at his residence
office on occasion of May
Day. In his address to the
programme Baghel said
that through this scheme,
people of the state, espe-
cially the elderly, disabled
and illiterate, can avail
more than 100 kinds of
services conveniently
from the comfort of their

home. At present, 13 types
of services will be avail-
able in 14 municipal corpo-
rations, soon this scheme
will be expanded in the en-
tire state and other servic-
es will also be included
under this scheme.
Launch of this scheme
would simplify the process
of the government-related
work. The scheme would
be operated digitally with
complete transparency in
the stipulated time frame.
Earlier, in a programme
organized outside his resi-
dence, Chief Minister
Baghel distributed com-

puter tablets to the Mitans
deployed for
Mukhyamantri Mitan
Yojana and flagged them
off to work.

Under Mukhyamantri
Mitan Yojana, people will
be able to get their domi-
cile certificates, caste cer-
tificates, income certifi-
cate, duplicate documents,
copy of non-digitized land
records etc, death certifi-
cate, marriage certificate,
birth certificate issued
and delivered to their
home. Moreover, services
such as shop and estab-
lishment registration, cor-

rections in birth certifi-
cate, marriage certificate
etc will also be available
under the scheme.

All the applications re-
ceived under this high pri-
ority scheme of Chief
Minister Mr. Baghel will
be processed on priority
basis without any delay.
Under Mukhyamantri
Mitan Yojana, the certifi-
cates will be delivered by a
‘Mitan’ to the address of
applicant concerned.
Collectors have been di-
rected to personally moni-
tor the scheme and ensure
smooth operation. To avail
government services
through Mukhyamantri
Mitan Yojana, citizens will
have to call Mitan toll free
number 14545. After the
phone call, Mitan will
reach their house and take
the necessary documents
and get the certificate
made from the concerned
office and deliver it to
their house. Citizens will
also get information about
the process and necessary
documents related to gov-
ernment services at the
call center. The service
will be provided in stipu-
lated time.

Urban Administration
Minister Dr. Shivkumar
Dahria, Home Minister
Tamradhwaj Sahu, Health
Minister T.S. Singhdeo,

Agriculture Minister
Ravindra Choubey, School
Education Minister Dr.
Premsai Singh Tekam,
Industries Minister
Kawasi Lakhma, Revenue
Minister Jaisingh
Agarwal, Women and
Child Development
Minister Anila Bhendia,
Public Health Engineering
Minister Guru
Rudrakumar, Higher
Education Minister
Umesh Patel, Chief
Secretary Amitabh Jain,
Additional Chief
Secretary Subrat Sahoo,
Principal Secretaries of
various departments,
Siddharth Komal Singh
Pardesi, Secretary to the
Chief Minister,
Alarmelmangai D.,
Secretary, Urban
Administration and
Development, Chief
Executive of the State
Urban Development
Agency, Secretaries of var-
ious departments includ-
ing Officer Saumil Ranjan
Choubey and Deputy
Secretary in Chief
Minister’s Secretariat
Soumya Chaurasia were
also present on the occa-
sion. Many MLAs, mayors
and public representa-
tives, commissioners, col-
lectors and municipal
commissioners virtually
joined the program.

People will be able
to avail more than
100 services from
the comfort their
home

These services will
be available in 14
municipal corpora-
tions in the first
phase

Birth certificates,
marriage certifi-
cates, domicile cer-
tificates, income,
death certificate
and other such
services to be made
available at the
doorstep

p At Sheetla Chowk

p By IEEE students’
branch of IIITNR

Implementation of 2nd Phase
of Mandatory Hallmarking 

Lara, May 02: Bal Bhavan-
NTPC Lara celebrated its an-
nual day on 30th April 2022 at
Tarang auditorium. Diwakar
Kaushik, CGM Lara and Mrs
Seema Kaushik, President,
Prerita Mahila Samiti inau-
gurated the function with
lamp lighting in the presence
of GMs and office bearers of
Prerita Mahila Samiti. On
this occasion various cultural
activities on classical dance
and drama were presented by
children.

Speaking on this occasion
Diwakar Kaushik, CGM-
NTPC Lara, thanked the of-
fice bearers of Prerita Mahila
Samiti and Bal Bhavan for
helping and guiding children

for development of their cre-
ativity and interest.
Activities of Bal Bhavan
were presented by Smt
Sangeeta Singh, Vice
President, Prerita Mahila
Samiti and Bal Bhavan in-
charge.

Bal Bhavan- NTPC Lara is
affiliated with the National
Bal Bhavan-New Delhi. As
per guidelines and annual
curriculum of National Bal
Bhavan, at NTPC Lara all ac-
tivities are carried out under
the guidance of experienced
professionals. It takes all pos-
sible efforts for development
of creativity among children.

Among others J S S Murty,
GM (Operation and
Maintenance), Akhilesh
Singh, GM (Maintenance),
Rajeev Ranjan, GM (Fuel
Management), office bearers
and members of ladies club
and parents in large number
were present.

Bal Bhavan NTPC Lara
celebrates annual day

Raipur, May 02: In the
Shakti program organised
in Mumbai, six
Divyangjans of the state
got a lot of applause by pre-
senting Chhattisgarhi tra-
ditional dance.
Divyangjans performed on
the theme of Self-reliant
India.

The National Divya Kala
Shakti Program was organ-
ized by the Department of
Empowerment of Persons
with Disabilities, Ministry
of Social Justice and
Empowerment at Nehru
Planetarium, Mumbai to
acquaint the public with
the hidden talents within

the Divyangjans.
State’s Akanksha Lions

Institute of Learning and
Empowerment, six talented
persons with disabilities
participated in this pro-
gram. Sadhna Nayak, di-
rector of Akanksha Lions
Institute said that 86 talent-
ed differently-abled people
from six states participated
in the program.

These included
Chhattisgarh, Madhya

Pradesh, Rajasthan,
Maharashtra, Gujarat, Goa
and Daman and Deep.
Maharashtra Governor
Bhagat Singh Koshyari was
the chief guest in the pro-
gram. In the program,
Chandni Thakur, Rita
Ramani, V Monika Rao,
Jatin Ahuja, Shiva Tandi,
Saurabh Agarwal from
Akanksha School, Raipur
displayed their skills on the
national stage.

Outstanding presentation by Divyangjans 
In Chhattisgarhi
traditional dance 

Presented on the
theme of self-
reliant India

RRaaiippuurr,,  MMaayy  0022::  A delegation
led by the President of National
Women’s All India Tailik Sahu
Mahasabha, Mamta Sahu

called on Governor Anusuiya
Uikey at Raj Bhavan here on
Saturday. On this occasion, the
members of the delegation

kept their point before the
Governor Uikey on the issues
and problems related to the
various livelihood works of the
women of self-help groups. 

Governor Uikey while con-
gratulating the women delega-
tion for working consciously
and actively said that you all
work very hard.

Women delegation met Governor 
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Bacheli, May 02:

A tribal girl Asha
Kunjam (19), D/o Late
Laxman Kunjam, R/o
Gram Padapur, Benpal,
was admitted in NMDC
Apollo Hospital Bacheli on
April 6 with complaint of
fever and problems in
breathing. Seeing the
physical condition of girl
she was referred to a
physician and her treat-
ment was started. During
treatment it was learnt
that the patient is having
infection in her lungs and
due to which her heart
beats have reduced and
her condition was critical
and she was facing threat
to her life.

So a team of doctors of
NMDC Apollo Hospital,
Bacheli under leadership
of Dr M Deepak Reddy,
Physician and Dr
Aishwarya Tiwari,

Monika Rani Kanjilal,
staff nurse, Mithileshwari
Mandavi and others got a
temporary pace-maker in-
stalled to the patient, as it
was nearly purcahsed. So
with medicines and tem-
porary pace-maker her
heart beats were first
made normal and once she
regained her full health,
the temporary pace-maker

was removed and she was
discharged on April 19,
2022 in good health. Dr SM
Haq, Chief Medical
Administration NMDC
Apollo Hospital Bacheli in-
formed that pacemaker is
one such instrument
which helps in controlling
heart beats. Sinus node is
the natural pacemaker fit-
ted inside heart of the nor-

mal human beings and if
it does not work properly,
then the heart beats gets
irregular. In such condi-
tions, a pace-marker is re-
quired and it acts as cred-
itable alternative for those
having irregular heart-
beats.

This was first time
when a patient in NMDC
Apollo Hospital in Bachel
was treated with tempo-
rary pacemaker. It is no-
table that due to NMDC
Project, the tribals and
nearby villagers are get-
ting quality medical serv-
ices at NMDC Apollo
Hospital Bacheli and they
need not have to out for
treatment. NMDC project
through its NMDC Apollo
Hospital has always being
sensitive and alert for of-
fering best of the medical
services and facilities to
its employees, local tribals
and other persons.

Girl with irregular heart beat treated
By fitting temporary pace-maker and discharged in good condition

Jagdalpur, May 02: All
the schemes of priority of
the government should be
implemented at the ground
level and the officials
should visit and monitor
the implementation of the
scheme continuously, said
Bastar Commissioner
Shyam Dawade, while re-
viewing a meeting for the
preparations against the
Chief Minister’s proposed
Bastar visit. District
Collector Rajesh Katara,
District Panchayat Chief
Executive Officer Ravi
Sahu, Forest Divisional
Officer Patel, Joint
Director Agriculture MS
Dhruv and all district level
officers were present on
the occasion.
Commissioner Dhawade
reviewed the schemes of
all the departments, and in-
structions were given to

give approval for benefici-
ary oriented works in the
interior areas. Dhawade
made a surprise inspection
of the Bijapur Tehsil office,
where he appreciated the
work of forest rights recog-
nition sheet and loan book
distribution by the Tehsil
office, as well as instructed
to do the work of revenue
record, nomination, de-
marcation, division, caste
certificate on priority. The

commissioner also dis-
cussed with the villagers
who reached the office due
to government work and
asked the Tehsildar to ex-
pedite the work of the vil-
lagers. The Commissioner
also inspected the
Community Health Center
located at Nelsnar in
Bhairamgarh block and ob-
served the availability of
medicines, malaria testing,
OPD status, institutional

delivery status, treatment
facilities etc. in the institu-
tion. The commissioner ap-
preciated the cleanliness of
the institution and in-
structed the health work-
ers to do better work. He
discussed with the hospi-
talized patients about the
health facilities and food
arrangements made by the
institution and also got his
health check-up done at the
hospital.

Commissioner reviews 
preparations for CM’s visit

Bijapur, May 02:

It was due to prompt-
ness on part of the District
and Police administration
and works for the welfare
of general public that the
villagers of remote Gram
Panchayat Gondapalli
under Konta block are
being provided monthly
ration. Prior to this the vil-
lagers of this Gram
Panchcyat had to travel 20-
25 kms to Jagarkunda in
order to get their ration.
So in view of this, a new
ration shop was inaugu-
rated in Gram Silger in the
presence of DIG
Dantewada Kamlochan
Kashyap, newly appointed
SP A Vaishnav, District
Panchayat CEO Ravi
Kkumar Sahu, Food office
Ganesh Kurre, District
Manager CF&CSC
Ghanshyam Kashyap,
Food officer Sukma

District Jaiwardhan
Thakur. In this pro-
gramme, distribution of
ration to 298 card-holder
families of the region was
started. During this the SP
A Vaishnav inquired the
local villagers in their di-
alect and on which the vil-
lagers expressed happi-
ness over the SP’s talk
with them in ‘Gondi’ di-
alect and expressed grati-

tude towards the local ad-
ministration in ensuring
ration to them smoothly.
District’s Food Officer
Ganesh Kurre inforemd
that there are three vil-
lages in the Gondapalli
Panchayat and this in-
cludes Mandimarka and
Thimmapuram. Both
these places are hardly 2-3
km distance from this new
ration shop. Earlier

Jagargunda, which used
to be at 20-25 kms distance,
used to pose lots of prob-
lems to the villagers and
who on opening of this
new ration shop will find
great deal of relief in get-
ting ration. Earlier the vil-
lagers used to walk all the
way to Jagargunda in
order to fetch their month-
ly ration, but now they
will have to travel only 2-3
to Gram Silger to get ra-
tion. Here ration for 298
families has been stored
and there was lot of enthu-
siasm among the villagers
to get monthly ration on
time, without travelling
long distance for it. Newly
appointed SP A Vaishnav
and DIG Dantewada
Kamlochan Shrivastava
got the new ration shop in-
augurated at the hands of
a senior citizen villager
and distribution of ration
from his hand.

Residents of Gondapalli will not have to travel long
Ration distributed with help of local and police admn in Gram Gondapalli

Masturi,May 02: 

The state level confer-
ence of Chhattisgarh
Shramjeevi Journalists
Association was held on
30th April at Lakhe Nagar
Shri Ram Mandir Raipur.
On this occasion, journal-
ist colleagues from differ-
ent divisions, districts and
blocks were present and
state president Arvind
Awasthi was elected unop-
posed as state president
and state general secre-
tary Vishwa Deepak Rai
unopposed. On this occa-

sion, the newly elected
State President and State
General Secretary,
Masturi Block President
Santosh Singh Thakur,
MD Mustaq, Durga
Prajapati, Om Prakash
Pandey, Thakur Udai
Singh Sanjay Pandey,
Krishan Pal Dev Khatkar,
Jagannath Netam, Rajesh
Pandey and all the jour-
nalists along with all the
journalists also congratu-
lated the State President
and others. State General
Secretary was honored
with Momento and Sal.

Deepak Rai elected president
of Journalists Association

DDoonnggaarrggaarrhh,,  MMaayy  0022::

Rural labourers in the
region are going jobless due
to the agitation being made
by all the MNREGA workers
of the state since April 1 for
their legitimate two-point
demands. Vice President
Hemlal Verma said that from
the employment assistant of
the Gram Panchayat to the
district, and state level, all
the MNREGA workers are on
strike, due to which the
laborers working in the vil-
lage are forced to migrate
for work. 

Accusing the state gov-
ernment, Mr. Verma has said
that, in the 2018 elections,
Congress had promised in its
public manifesto that as
soon as the Congress gov-
ernment is formed, all irreg-
ular employees will be regu-
larized, but it has been three
and a half years since the
Congress government was
formed, but it has forgotten

to take care of the irregular
employees. 

Workers have to migrate
for employment, but the
state government is not con-
sidering it necessary to even
consider ending the strike
by fulfilling the demands of
MNREGA employees, he
said. 

He also said that, on one
hand the work of MNREGA is
closed due to the negligence
of the Congress government
and on the other hand the
house allotment is also
under closure, due to non-
payment of advance amount
(contribution from the state)
by the state government. 

He further alleged that, if
this strike is not ended at
the earliest, then the condi-
tion of the villages will be
very dire and therefore, by
taking steps, the govern-
ment should regularize the
MNREGA employees by ful-
filling the promise of the
manifesto.

Rural labourers go jobless due
to strike by MNREGA workers

Dongargarh, May 02: 

A delegation led by
Bharatiya Janata Party
Cooperative Cell’s State
Convenor Shashi Kant
Dwivedi met former Chief
Minister and BJP
National Vice President
Dr. Raman Singh, and dis-
cussed less compensation
received in lieu of pur-
chasing paddy for 2020-21
in societies affiliated to
District Co-operative
Central Bank
R a j n a n d g a o n .
Information was also
given about getting less
amount of commission

and no commission re-
ceived in 103 procure-
ment centers of
Rajnadgaon and
Kabirdham districts.

Taking immediate cog-
nizance on the matter Dr.
Raman Singh has written
a letter to the Registrar of
Co-operative Societies,
Chhattisgarh to get the
matter investigated and
to provide the commis-
sion amount to the soci-
eties immediately.

Dwivedi informed that in
the year 2020-21, due to
delay in lifting of paddy
from paddy procurement
centers, order was issued
by the government to val-
idate 3% of the societies
and he commission
amount has been trans-
ferred by Raipur to the so-
cieties under District Co-
operative Central Bank
Rajnandgaon, but with ir-
regularities and errors in
it. According to informa-
tion, information has
been sought by the
Markfed Headquarters
with the joint signature of
District Marketing
Officer and Chief
Executive Officer, District
Co-operative Central
Bank Rajnandgaon, but
as per reports the District
Marketing Officer and the
Chief Executive Officer
of the Co-operative Bank
are busy blaming each
other.

Less compensation received 
in lieu of purchasing paddy

 For 2020-21 
 Due to the 

negligence of the
officers of 
Co-operative Bank
and Markfed

Rajim, May 02: 

The whole world cele-
brated May 1 as World
Labour Day, but
Panchuram, a 55-year-old
laborer working in the
scorching summer heat is
yet to get the importance
of the day for him.
Wearing a torn shirt, car-
rying a big hammer in
his hand and a scarf
wrapped on his head,
Panchu Ram has nothing
to do with neither the day
nor its importance, but
he is clearly in want of a
wage hike, and is keen in
getting a few more extras
in his wage to sustain his
living.

The goods we make in
the factories have all in-
creased in price, then
why is not our wages in-
creased, he is seen telling
on an interaction, in the
factory premises he is
working. Alike
Panchram, many other
workers are engaged in
the renovation of the

country, and they work
for  12 hours, and some
for 18 hours too at a mea-
ger wage followed by a
substandard way of liv-
ing. On the other hand
the farming community,
are also worried of the
work and non availability
of labours.Many people
like Nekram, Dina
Nishad, Dwarka Nishad,
Santosh Sonkar, Vedaram
Sahu, Purushottam Lal
told that the price of fer-
tilizers has increased, so
instead of increasing the
price of paddy to the
farmers, it is decreasing
further and labour is not
available to work in our
fields and even if we get
then hired, then we are
not able to give their
wage rate. They demand-
ed that a good scheme
should be started by the
government for unskilled
laborers and laborers and
small farmers so that
their hands can get work,
while their wages also get
increased.

Panchuram still to learn of Labour Day

Dongargarh, May 02:

The boy who report-
edly outraged the mod-
esty of a 5 yr old girl
has finally accepted his
crime after thorough
interrogation by the
Mohara Police Chowki
and sent to Child
Reform Centre. The
Police informed that
the applicant submitted
complaint in Police
Chowki Mohara on
April 29 and informed
that his 5 yr old girl
used to go for playing to
neighbours for playing
and it is here that a
minor boy reportedly
molested her by closing
her in a room in his
house. It was on hear-
ing the painful woes
and voice of a girl by
the woman staying

nearby and mother of
the daughter that the
two rushed to the place
and nabbed the minor
boy red-handed in sus-
picious condition. A re-
port under section 376
(K) of IPC 327 was
lodged against the
minor boy, along with
section IPC (K) 4.5 (D) 6
of POCSO Act and mat-
ter was taken  under in-
vestigation.

Taking prompt action
in this case,
Dongargarh Police
nabbed the minor boy
and sent him to reform
home after producing
him before Juvenile
Court in Rajnandgaon.

In the above action,
inspector Dinesh Yadav,
Head Constable Siyram
Dhurve, Mahendra
Sahu, constable Shivlal
Verm, Paramanand
Boga, Khaman Sinha
played important role
in arresting the ac-
cused.

Minor boy sent to Reform House

 On charges of 
outraging modesty
of 5 yr old girl

KKoorrbbaa,,  MMaayy  0011::  Under the
guidance of District Collector
Ranu Sahu and under the
supervision of Commissioner
Prabhakar Pandey, the govern-
ment schools of Municipal
Corporation Korba area are
being rejuvenated. Attractive
look has been given by giving

theme based paintings, while
renovation repairs and paint-
ings of all 88 schools located in
the corporation area will be
done to give them an attrac-
tive look.  In view of renovat-
ing, repairing and providing
attractive look to the primary,
secondary school and high

school and higher secondary
school buildings located under
Municipal Corporation Korba
area, the Collector has direct-
ed all the schools located in
the corporation area to be ren-
ovated, necessary repair and
improvement work and all the
schools to be beautified by giv-
ing them an attractive look
with theme based paintings. 

In start to the program, the
Corporation has given an
attractive look to Korba’s old-
est school primary school
located in old Korba city
through renovation and theme
based paintings. 

Brick work themed paint-
ings has been done in the
school and the main entrance
has been installed with a LED
board, giving the school its
own identity.

Korba city’s oldest school given
theme based painting look

Dongargarh, May 01:

There are reports of ille-
gal excavation of sand by
the sand mafia from Gram
Mudpar on Gram
Murmunda to Tumadibod
main road of the block

headquarters without
valid permission.

As per information in
this regard from the vil-
lagers who happens to be
the main eye-witnesses,
one Jitu Ram Sahu S/o
Jeevan Lal Sahu R/o

Mudpar is openly carry-
ing out illegal excavation
of sand from Mudpar nul-
lah area in large quantity
and is selling it at higher
rates to customers outside
the village. With no action
by the local administra-

tion, the sand mafia is now
dominating the region.

Sarpanch Lata Thakre
Gram Panchayat Mudpar
when contacted informed
that to take permission
from the Gram Panchayat
and for fixation of the
amount, a meeting of the
Panchayat was called. But
out of the persons seeking
grant for sand excavation
only one person was pres-
ent.

Due to this no decision
was taken in the meeting
and he clarified that Jitu
Sahu has not taken any
permission for excavation
of sand from this mine.
When Jitu Sahu was tried
to be contacted on the
phone, he did not respond-
ed.

Illegal excavation of sand going on unabated
 From Mudpar nullah

EID-UL-FITR FESTIVAL

Muslim women show freshly applied henna on their hands, ahead of the Eid-ul-Fitr festival, in Jammu, Monday.

Delhi govt asks agencies to give

report on tree transplantation
New Delhi, May 2 (PTI) 

The Delhi government
has asked various agencies
and departments to furnish
a detailed report on trees
transplanted by them for
their developmental works
in the capital by May 13,
Environment Minister
Gopal Rai said on Monday.

The forest department has
also been asked to conduct
an independent audit of the
trees transplanted by vari-
ous departments and agen-
cies across the city over the
last few years.

Agencies having a poor
record in this area will not
be given permission to
transplant trees for their de-
velopmental work in the fu-
ture, Rai said after chairing

a meeting with senior offi-
cials of the forest depart-
ment and agencies con-
cerned to review the status
of the tree transplantation
carried out in the capital.
The agencies were asked to
furnish data on trees trans-
planted by them, their loca-
tion and survival rate. It
emerged that two agencies
in particular — Delhi
Development Authority and
National Highway Authority
of India have a poor record
of tree transplantation, the
minister said. Rai said all
the agencies have been di-
rected to submit a proper re-
port on the number of trees
transplanted, their location
and their survival rate along
with video evidence by 
May 13.

Punjab Cabinet approves 26,000
recruitments in govt depts,
doorstep delivery of ration

Chandigarh, May 2 (PTI):

The Punjab Cabinet
Monday approved re-
cruitment on 26,000
posts in different gov-
ernment departments,
and also gave its nod
to roll out a doorstep
ration delivery
scheme.

The decisions were
taken at a Cabinet
meeting here chaired
by Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann.

Sharing information
about the decisions
taken in the meeting
on his Twitter handle,
Mann said the Cabinet
also gave its nod to the
roll out of a doorstep
ration delivery

scheme. “Approval
granted to recruit-
ment at 26,454 posts in
different depart-
ments,” he tweeted in
Hindi.

The decision is in
line with Bhagwant
Mann’s promise of fill-
ing 25,000 vacancies in
various departments
after the Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) came to
power in the state in
March. Mann also
gave an approval to
the notification for
‘one MLA, one pen-
sion’, which too is in
line his poll promise
that former MLAs
would get pension for
only one term not for
all the terms they have

served as an elected
representative.

In another decision,
the Cabinet gave ap-
proval to the disburse-
ment of Rs 41.89 crore
to cotton growers in
Muktsar district.

Mann further said
the duration for pay-
ing tax by small trans-
porters has been ex-
tended by three
months. Last month,
Mann had announced
that the transporters
whose business suf-
fered due to the coron-
avirus-induced lock-
down could pay their
motor vehicle tax
without any penalty
in the next three
months.

Woman dies during police raid, case
registered against 6 cops

Chandauli (UP), May 2 (PTI):

A young woman died
under suspicious circum-
stances during a police
raid here, after which a
case of culpable homicide
has been registered
against six police person-
nel.

Her family members
have alleged that she was
raped, a charge yet to be
confirmed by police.

Meanwhile, Samajwadi
Party president Akhilesh
Yadav demanded the lodg-
ing of a murder case
against the accused.

C h a n d a u l i
Superintendent of Police
Ankur Agarwal said a
team of police had gone to
the house of a sand trader
in Manragpur village of
the Saidraja area on
Sunday.

It is alleged police beat
up the family of the busi-
nessman when he was not
found there.

Agarwal said the fami-
ly alleged that a police-
man raped the business-
man’s 24-year-old daugh-
ter during the incident
and she died due to man-
handling by police.

The girl was to get mar-
ried next month, the SP
said.

Agarwal said on getting
information about the in-
cident, villagers sur-
rounded the police team
and thrashed Constable
Mukesh Kumar and
Home Guards jawan
Chhavinath.

As Chhavanath’s condi-
tion is serious, he was re-
ferred to the Trauma
Centre in Varanasi.
Mukesh is being treated

at the district hospital, he
said.

A case of culpable
homicide has been regis-
tered against six people,
including SHO Uday
Pratap Singh and four po-
licewomen, on the com-
plaint of the brother of
the woman.

The SHO has been sus-
pended.

The SP said the post-
mortem of the woman
was performed by a panel
of doctors and video-
graphed.

As the cause of his
death is not clear in the
post-mortem report, her
viscera has been pre-
served.

Regarding the allega-
tion of rape, Agarwal said
the post-mortem report
did not find any external
or internal injury on the

whole body except a
scratch on the throat and
minor injury on the left
side of the jaw.

“Still, the allegation of
rape is being probed,” he
added.

He said the investiga-
tion into the matter has
been handed over to an
additional superinten-
dent of police.

A large number of po-
lice and PAC personnel
have been deployed in the
village to maintain law
and order.

Reacting on the inci-
dent, Leader of
Opposition in the state
Assembly Akhilesh
Yadav demanded that a
murder case be registered
against the police person-
nel, alleging that they
acted on caste considera-
tions.

No leadership change in K’taka: Yediyurappa
Shivamogga (K’taka), May 2 (PTI):

Amid a fresh round of
speculation about leader-
ship change in Karnataka
ahead of Union Home
Minister Amit Shah’s
visit, state BJP strong-
man B S Yediyurappa on
Monday dismissed it, say-
ing Chief Minister
Basavaraj Bommai was
doing a “good job.”

Shah is scheduled to
take part in several
events including the vale-
dictory function of ‘Khelo
India’ University Games
here on Tuesday and will
also be paying tributes to
12th century social re-
former and Lingayat
saint Basavanna on the
occasion of Basava
Jayanthi.

“He (Shah) is coming, I
will be meeting him. He
will try to know about the
political situation in the
state. As state elections
are ahead, the Prime

Minister and Amit Shah
have decided to give prior-
ity to Karnataka. He is
likely to give suggestions
on reaching the 150 seats
target that we have set for
the next assembly polls,”
Yediyurappa told re-
porters here.

Responding to a ques-
tion on speculation on a
leadership change in the
state, the former Chief
Minister, who was re-
placed by Bommai said,
according to him there
will be no such changes.

“The current Chief
Minister Basavaraj
Bommai is doing a good
job, so there will be no

leadership change accord-
ing to me,” he added.

To a question as to
whether some sitting
MLAs may not get party
ticket to contest the elec-
tions, citing BJP national
general secretary B L
Santosh’s speech hinting
about possible changes,
Yediyurappa said he
wouldn’t like to discuss
the matter, and added that
it was for the party’s cen-
tral leadership to decide.

Santhosh’s statement
on Sunday that the
party’s strength lies in
the induction of new
faces had set off a fresh
round of speculation over
leadership change in the
state.

His statement had
gained significance as it
came ahead of Shah’s
visit to the state, during
which Bommai is expect-
ed to discuss with him the
much awaited expansion
or rejig of his cabinet.

Use power judiciously as
demand up by 35 per cent
Jaipur, May 2 (PTI):

Rajasthan Chief Minister
Ashok Gehlot on Monday
urged people to cut down on
electricity consumption,
saying the demand for it has
shot up by 35 per cent and
no additional power is avail-
able with the Indian Energy
Exchange.

The CM said the state is
no exception as the entire
country is facing a power
crisis due to the early onset
of the heatwave. He also ap-
pealed to people to avoid
using air conditioners un-
necessarily.

“The gap between de-
mand and supply has
widened. Electricity is also
not available for purchase
from the Indian Energy
Exchange,” the CM tweeted.

Gehlot said he state gov-

ernment is trying its best to
ensure adequate availabili-
ty of water.

“There is an appeal to all
of you to make limited and
judicious use of electricity
and water,” he said.

Gehlot said the demand
for electricity has increased
to 35 per cent due to severe
heat conditions and power
cuts from two to 10 hours
are being imposed in 16
states of the country.

In Rajasthan, power cuts
are being imposed in rural
and urban areas as per the
roster system.

However, essential servic-
es have been completely ex-
empted from power cuts, he
said. For ensuring water
supply, the CM said district
collectors have been autho-
rised to work as per the con-
tingency plan. Drinking
water is being supplied
through tankers in 4,142 vil-
lages and 43 urban areas.

“The revival of economic
activities after the coron-
avirus pandemic, increase
in (water) pumping load
and domestic consumption
are the main reasons be-
hind the increase in the de-
mand of electricity,”
Principal Secretary
(Energy) Bhaskar A Sawant
said. The temperatures
started rising rapidly in the
month of March and the sit-
uation turned severe by the
end of April.
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Khajuraho-Tikamgarh
i Bhopal: Madhya

Pradesh BJP presi-
dent and Khajuraho
Lok Sabha MP Vishnu
Dutt Sharma on
Monday virtually
flagged off a special
daily express train be-
tween Khajuraho and
Tikamgarh. The unre-
served special train
(No. 04119/04120) will
leave from Khajuraho
at 5 am and reach
Tikamgarh at 8 am, of-
ficial sources said. On
return journey, the
train will depart from
Tikamgarh at 9.30 am
and reach Khajuraho,
a famous temple town,
at 1.45 pm, they said.
En route, the train
will stop at Duriaganj,
Basari, Chhatarpur,
Ishanagar, Rampura,
Teela, Khargapur,
Sarkanpur and Mavai
stations in both direc-
tions. Speaking on the
occasion, Sharma
thanked Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi and Railway
Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw for the
launch of the train.
The train will im-
prove connectivity in
the region and benefit
its people, especially
daily commuters,
labourers and pil-
grims travelling to
Bageshwar Dham
(Chhatarpur district),
he said.

Bicycle-sharing 
i Jammu: A public bi-

cycle-sharing system
will be launched in
Jammu under the
Smart City Mission in
a boost to eco-friendly
mobility, an official
said on Monday. The
system will allow
users to rent out a bi-
cycle from designated
automatic docking
stations and deposit it
at another docking
station located close to
the destination, the of-
ficial said. He said it
will be a first-of-its-
kind initiative in
Jammu and Kashmir
and be available to all
citizens at a nominal
rent. Jammu Smart
City Limited (JSCL)
has established 60 au-
tomatic docking sta-
tions across the city
and each one has 10
slots to park and lock
bicycles.

Car plunges
i Noida: A 19-year-old

man died and four oth-
ers were hospitalized
with injuries after
their speeding car
plunged into a canal
in Uttar Pradesh’s
Greater Noida on
Monday morning, po-
lice officials said. The
driver of the car had
fallen asleep on the
wheel, leading to the
crash around 5 AM
under the Dadri police
station area, the offi-
cials said. “They were
going from Delhi to
Sikandrabad in
Bulandshahr district.
They driver of the car,
identified as Chand
(19), apparently fell
asleep while driving
and the car plunged
into the Kot Canal,” a
police spokesperson
said.

Lunch date 
i Kolkata: A young

woman died in the
city allegdly after a
lunch date with her
beau, who was arrest-
ed on Monday, police
said. The 26-year-old
woman was to wed
her beau soon and
her family lodged a
complaint with the
police against her fi-
ancee. The incident
took place at Garfa
area in the southern
suburbs of the city on
Sunday. “We are ques-
tioning him and an
investigation is on,” a
senior police officer
said.

New Delhi, May 2 (PTI) :

The Delhi University
announced on Monday
that those who dropped
out of college in the final
year can register for a
one-time “centenary”
chance to appear in exam-
inations and complete
their degree.

The drop-out students
have been given this one-
time chance in view of
the Delhi University’s
year-long centenary cele-
brations that started on
May 1.

“Undergraduate, post-
graduate and profession-

al course students who
took regular courses, Non
Collegiate Women’s
Education Board
(NCWEB), School of
Open Learning (SOL) and
External Cell will be able
to apply for registration.
The former students can
submit their registration
forms for centenary
chance examination by
June 14, 2022,” DU’s Dean
of Examination said in
an official order.

Faculties, departments,
colleges and centres
under the university have
been notified to complete
the confirmation and ver-

ification of registration
forms filled by such stu-
dents by June 20, 2022.

“The former students
can also fill their registra-
tion form by using online
students’ portal link of
Delhi University. After
filling the registration
form, the students can
keep the printout of the
filled forms for further
communication,” the
order said. Provisional
admit cards will be issued
after confirmation of the
registration form by their
respective faculty, depart-
ment, college or centre, it
added.

DU provides drop-out students a
‘centenary’ chance to take exams

and complete degree

New Delhi, May 2 (PTI):

Delhi Deputy Chief
Minister Manish Sisodia on
Monday alleged that offi-
cials of the BJP-led munici-
pal corporations have been
working to bring CSR fund
for a smart classroom proj-
ect of an NGO reportedly
run by people close to the
party’s city unit chief, in a
“novel way of indulging in
corruption”.

Delhi has three municipal
corporations and according
to a new legislation, the city
would soon get a new, single
civic body.

There was no immediate
reaction by the city BJP or
its chief Adesh Gupta.

Both the ruling AAP in
Delhi and the BJP, which
has been controlling the
civic bodies for over a

decade, have been trading
charges ever since the
Centre had brought in the
proposal to merge the three
corporations ahead the
scheduled civic polls this

year.
“We know about CSR

fund being used in conjunc-
tion with an NGO...this is a
novel way of indulging in
corruption by the munici-

pal corporations. A team of
officials, led by a deputy
commissioner-rank officer,
has been formed to raise
funds trough CSR, and
hand it over to an NGO, for
a smart classroom project.
This NGO is run by people
close to BJP Delhi unit
chief Adesh Gupta,”
Sisodia alleged.

The deputy chief minis-
ter, however, did not specify
if the project concerned a
particular municipal cor-
poration in the city. He also
charged that in the MoU
signed, it seems the NGO
“doesn’t really exist as
such” and there are “no de-
tails” of its previous works.
“A new MCD will soon
come up, and after the civic
elections, it will be depar-
ture time for the BJP,” he
said.

Sisodia alleges civic officials working to bring CSR
fund for NGO run by people close to Delhi BJP chief

CM Gehlot to people

Delhi Dy CM Manish Sisodia gives away a cheque worth
rupees 1 crore to the family of LNJP nursing officer Raj
Kumar who died while serving people during COVID-19
pandemic, in New Delhi, Monday.

Haryana BJP MLA, others take oath
to make India Hindu Rashtra

Ambala (Har), May 2 (PTI):

A ruling BJP MLA
here took an oath along
with others to make India
a Hindu Rashtra and
“make or take sacrifice
for it”.

Purported videos of the
event have surfaced on so-
cial media. The event
took place on Sunday.

“We pledge and give
commitment to make
Hindustan a Hindu
Rashtra and to let it be a
Hindu Rashtra,” Ambala
City MLA Aseem Goel
and others are seen say-
ing in the videos.

“If needed, we will
make or take sacrifice for
it. But we will declare the

country a Hindu Rashtra
(nation) at any cost. May
our ancestors and deities
give us the power to
achieve our goal,” they
said.

A slogan in the favour
of a Hindu Rashtra was
also raised and the MLA
was seen raising both his
hands in support along
with others present.

When contacted on
Monday, Goel said he took
the oath along with oth-
ers at the event being a
Hindu and not as a BJP
MLA.

“I am proud to be a
Hindu,” he said.

At the event, Goel also
took part in a seminar on
the Uniform Civil Code.
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HOMELESS PEOPLE

Residents and recyclers pick through the remains of homes after a fire gutted a resi-
dential area in Quezon city, Philippines on Monday. Investigators said the fire killed
several people and left more than a hundred people homeless.
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Denmark Cabinet
Copenhagen:
Denmark on Monday
announced a Cabinet
reshuffle after Justice
Minister Nick
Haekkerup resigned to
become the new head of
the Danish Brewers’
Association. Prime
Minister Mette
Frederiksen of the
Social Democrats Party
chose Integration
Minister Mattias
Tesfaye as the new jus-
tice minister to replace
Haekkerup. Housing
Minister Kaare Dybvad
Bek became the new in-
tegration minister and
was replaced by
Christian Rabjerg
Madsen, a member of
parliament.

Nazism remarks
Tel Aviv: Israel on
Monday lashed out at
Russia over unforgiv-
able comments by its
foreign minister about
Nazism and anti-
semitism including
claims that Adolf Hitler
was Jewish. Israel,
which summoned the
Russian ambassador in
response, said the re-
marks blamed Jews for
their own murder in the
Holocaust. It was a
steep decline in the ties
between the two coun-
tries at a time when
Israel has sought to
stake out a neutral posi-
tion between Russia
and Ukraine and re-
main in Russia’s good
stead for its security
needs in the Middle
East.

Charlotte birthday
London: Three new
photographs of
Princess Charlotte, the
daughter of Prince
William and Kate
Middleton, have been
released by Britain’s
royal family to mark
her seventh birthday
on Monday. Taken by
her mother, the photo-
graphs show her sitting
among bluebells in a
cable knit blue jumper
that matches the colour
of the flowers around
her. Charlotte’s birth-
day comes after Prince
William and Catherine,
the Duke and Duchess
of Cambridge, marked
their 11th wedding an-
niversary on Friday.

Antitrust case
Brussels: The
European Union said
Monday it believes
Apple abused its domi-
nant position by limit-
ing access to rivals to
its mobile payment sys-
tem Apple Pay. The
European
Commission, the 27-na-
tion bloc’s executive
arm, has been investi-
gating the technology
company since 2020.
The commission’s pre-
liminary view is that
Apple is restricting
competition by pre-
venting mobile wallets
app developers from ac-
cessing the necessary
hardware and software
on its devices.

EU meet on sanctions
Brussels: European
Union energy minis-
ters will meet Monday
to discuss Russia’s de-
cision to cut gas sup-
plies to Bulgaria and
Poland, and debate
planned new sanctions
over Moscow’s war on
Ukraine. The 27 nation-
bloc has imposed five
rounds of sanctions on
Russian officials, oli-
garchs, banks, compa-
nies and other organi-
zations since Russian
troops invaded Ukraine
in February. The
European Commission
is working on a sixth
round of measures
which could include oil
restrictions, but
Russia-dependent
countries like Hungary
and Slovakia are wary
of taking tough action.

Islamabad, May 2 (PTI) 

Pakistan Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif would re-
view security arrange-
ments for the Chinese na-
tionals working in the coun-
try in the wake of the sui-
cide attack at the Karachi
University that killed three
Chinese teachers and a local
man, according to a media
report. In view of potential
threats being faced by the
USD 60 billion China-
Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC) and other
joint ventures between the
two countries, the prime
minister would assess all
the mechanisms earlier de-
vised for ensuring the secu-
rity of the Chinese nation-

als and the new plan being
made by the planning and
interior ministries.

The Express Tribune
newspaper citing its
sources said that the securi-
ty plan would be presented
to Shehbaz in the first week
after Eid.

China last week asked
Pakistan to scale-up securi-
ty for its nationals working
in the country and demand-
ed a thorough investigation
and punishment to the per-
petrators behind the suicide
attack at the Karachi
University.

On April 26, an explosion
triggered by a burqa-clad
woman suicide bomber
from Baloch Liberation
Army (BLA) ripped

through a shuttle passenger
van of the Confucius
Institute at the prestigious
University of Karachi leav-
ing three Chinese teachers
dead and one injured, in the
latest targeted attack
against Chinese citizens in
Pakistan. The paper said
the premier had also direct-
ed Planning, Development
and Special Initiatives
Minister Ahsan Iqbal to
meet the country heads of
all the Chinese companies
working in Pakistan to seek
their input in security and
other arrangements. The
sources said the planning
minister was scheduled to
visit Gwadar soon after Eid
to examine the security
arrangements and com-

plaints, if any, by the
Chinese companies and na-
tionals working on CPEC
projects. Prime Minister
Shehbaz has also directed
the interior ministry to en-
gage provinces, especially
the Balochistan govern-
ment, for the provision of
security in Gwadar and sub-
mit a report in the first
week after Eid. Apart from
security arrangements, the
ministries have been asked
to examine the challenges
confronted by CPEC proj-
ects and see what problems
were the Chinese nationals
facing for the last four years
in connection with their
work, visa issuance as well
as extension among other
matters.

Pak PM to review security arrangements for Chinese nationals

Beijing, May 2 (PTI):

A senior citizen was mis-
taken for dead at an elderly
care centre in Shanghai and
sent to a morgue where he
was found alive, prompting
authorities to launch an in-
vestigation into the shock-
ing incident that triggered a
new wave of anguish in the
locked down city.

Videos circulating widely
on Chinese social media
showed two men, who ap-
peared to be morgue work-
ers, with a yellow body bag
outside the Shanghai
Xinchangzheng welfare hos-
pital in Putuo district on

Sunday. The men, in protec-
tive clothing, was seen un-
zipping the bag in front of
an employee from the facili-
ty and insisting that the per-
son is still alive, Hong-Kong
based South China Morning
Post reported on Monday.

The staff member then
checks for signs of life and
reseals the bag, against the
protests of bystanders fear-
ing the patient will suffo-
cate.

According to the video,
the staff member next re-
turned to the centre to delib-
erate with two people in
white hazmat suits before
the elderly patient is seen

being wheeled back into the
facility.

The incident triggered a
new wave of horror for
many Shanghai residents,
whose grief and anger are
at boiling point after harsh
citywide lockdowns in place
since March 28 show no
signs of easing.

The Shanghai local gov-
ernment has come under
mounting criticism for its
handling of the Omicron
outbreak in the city of 26
million people. The city is
under lockdown since
March 1 triggering angry
protests in many parts of
the city.

Man declared dead, found
alive in morgue

Islamabad, May 2 (PTI) 

Pakistan’s Information
Minister Marriyum
Aurangzeb has claimed that
ousted prime minister
Imran Khan took away a
plush PKR 150 million offi-
cial vehicle after being re-
moved from power through
a no-confidence vote last
month.

Mr Khan took a BMW X5
on his way out, which was
basically a car from the
Prime Minister Office’s pool
for foreign delegations,
Marriyum told reporters on
Sunday.

She insisted that the
value of the car was around
PKR 150 million, factoring
in the bomb-proofing and
bullet-proofing, which was
purchased for around PKR
30 million six years ago.

Khan insisted that he

wanted to keep the car, even
though he had earlier criti-
cised previous governments
for keeping expensive cars
in the Prime Minister’s
House, the Dawn newspaper
quoted the minister as say-
ing. The minister also de-
clared that Khan kept a
handgun that was gifted to
him from another country’s
diplomat, instead of sub-
mitting it into the
Toshakhana or the state de-
pository, the report said.

According to Pakistan’s
law, any gift received from
dignitaries of a foreign
state must be put in the
state depository or the
Toshakhana.

Ever since Khan, 69, lost
the no-confidence vote in
Parliament last month, his
party, the Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf has been at logger-
heads with the current po-

litical establishment headed
by Shehbaz Sharif over the
issue of foreign gifts.

A fortnight ago, the
Islamabad High Court had
directed the newly-appoint-
ed government to make
public details of the gifts re-
ceived by Khan during his
official visits, saying gifts
given to government offi-
cials by foreign govern-
ments belong to the state of
Pakistan and not some indi-
viduals. In response, Khan
said they were his gifts, so it
was his choice whether to
keep them or not. “Mera
tohfa, meri marzi [my gift,
my choice],” Khan had said.
Marriyum also claimed that
Khan had lowered the gift
retention percentage from
Toshakhana to 20 per cent
to get those gifts and then
raised it to 50 per cent, the
Dawn report added.

‘Imran Khan took away PKR 150 million official
vehicle after being ousted from power’

Colombo, May 2 (PTI) 

Sri Lanka’s former
prime minister Ranil
Wickremesinghe has said
that political leaders
should focus on seeking fi-
nancial assistance from a
number of countries, in-
cluding India and China,
to get the debt-ridden is-
land nation out of its
worst economic crisis
rather than worrying
about securing a working
majority in Parliament.

Addressing the United
National Party’s (UNP)
Jathika Sevaka
Sangamaya May Day cere-
mony at New Town Hall in
Colombo on Sunday,
Wickremesinghe said the
government led by
President Gotabaya
Rajapaksa should give pri-
ority to resolving the ongo-
ing economic crisis and

take immediate action to
control the prices of essen-
tial goods.

“It should pay attention
to saving the banking sys-
tem from collapsing. It
should. We saw how the
banking sector collapsed
in Greece and the same
happened in Indonesia in
1998. The government
should speak to India,
China, Japan and South
Korea to seek help, he said.

Having 113 MPs in
Parliament is no longer
the solution for the pres-
ent problem. The country
is facing an economic cri-
sis of unprecedented pro-
portion, he was quoted as
saying by The Island news-
paper. Sri Lanka is in the
grip of an unprecedented
economic turmoil since its
independence from
Britain in 1948. The crisis
is caused in part by a lack

of foreign currency, which
has meant that the coun-
try cannot afford to pay for
imports of staple foods
and fuel, leading to acute
shortages and very high
prices.

Months of lengthy
blackouts and acute short-
ages of food, fuel and phar-
maceuticals have trig-
gered widespread protests
calling for the govern-
ment’s resignation.

“The national economy
has almost collapsed.
Agriculture is in death
throes without fertilisers.
Fishers have no diesel.
Many have lost their jobs.
Companies are downsiz-
ing at the expense of their
workers. Some have al-
ready been closed down.
Thousands of more jobs
are likely to be lost,”
Wickremesinghe said.

“Medium scale enter-

prises have collapsed and
small-scale enterprises are
facing the same predica-
ment. The value of money
deposited in the banks has
been lost by around 50 per
cent. The value of the sav-
ings in the EPF and ETF
has decreased by around
50 per cent. There are
protests and demonstra-
tions all over the country.
People are asking the gov-
ernment to go home. The
government has lost its
mandates received at the
2019 and 2020 elections,”
he said.

The former premier
said instead of giving pri-
ority to resolving the cur-
rent economic crisis, the
government was divided
on whether President
Gotabaya or his elder
brother and Prime
Minister Mahinda
Rajapaksa should quit.

Lankan govt’s priority should be seeking financial
aid from India & China: Wickremesinghe

Indian professionals in China urge
Jaishankar to press Chinese govt to

permit return of their families
Beijing, May 2 (PTI):

As China finally con-
sented to permit some
Indian students to return
to re-join studies after
over two years of delay, a
number of Indian profes-
sionals whose families are
stuck back home due to
Beijing’s stringent COVID
visa rules have appealed
to External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar to
take up their plight with
the Chinese government.

Many Indian profes-
sionals working in China
for a long period ranging
from five to 27 years sent a
joint petition to
Jaishankar on May 1,
highlighting their an-

guish.
We have been separated

from our respective fami-
lies including kids for
more than 26 months due
to the COVID-19 pandemic
and related travel and
visa disruptions,” these
professionals, who are
based in Beijing,
Shanghai and other cities,
said in the petition sub-
mitted to the Indian
Embassy here.

Among the petitioners
are parents who have not
seen their newborn ba-
bies for over two years be-
sides others whose chil-
dren were studying in
China and could not re-
turn to re-join the schools
due to the cancellation of

visas and flights, disrupt-
ing their studies.

The families of dozens
of Indian professionals
left China in 2020 soon
after coronavirus broke
out in Wuhan. But many
Indian professionals who
have their business in
China besides lucrative
jobs could not return
causing complete disrup-
tion of their lives and
businesses.

The petition followed
China’s last week decision
to permit some Indian
students among over
23,000 studying in Chinese
universities to return as
part of a limited opening
up for foreign students, re-
laxing its stringent

COVID protocols under
which visas and flights to
India remained cancelled.

Actually, the work for
Indian students’ return
has already been started.
All that remains to be
done is for the Indian side
to provide the list of stu-
dents who really need to
come back to China,”
Chinese Foreign Ministry
spokesman Zhao Lijian
told the media here on
Friday. Following the
Chinese announcement,
the Indian Embassy here
sought the details of the
students intending to re-
turn and requested the
concerned students to
provide the required in-
formation by May 8.

First civilians leave Mariupol steel plant
Zaporizhzhia (Ukraine), May 2 (AP):

People fleeing besieged
Mariupol described weeks
of bombardments and dep-
rivations as they arrived
Monday in Ukrainian-held
territory, where relief
workers awaited the first
group of civilians freed
from a steel plant that is
last redoubt of Ukrainian
fighters in the devastated
port city.

Video posted online
Sunday by Ukrainian
forces showed elderly
women and mothers with
small children climbing
over a steep pile of rubble
from the sprawling
Azovstal steel plant and
eventually boarding a bus.

More than 100 civilians
from the plant were expect-
ed to arrive in
Zaporizhzhia, about 140
miles (230 kilometers)
northwest of Mariupol, on
Monday, Ukrainian
President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy said.

The evacuation, if suc-
cessful, would represent
rare progress in easing the
human cost of the almost
10-week war, which has
caused particular suffering
in Mariupol. Previous at-
tempts to open safe corri-
dors out of the city on the
Sea of Azov and other
places have broken down.
People fleeing Russian-oc-
cupied areas in the past

have said their vehicles
were fired on, and
Ukrainian officials have re-
peatedly accused Russian
forces of shelling agreed-
upon evacuation routes.

Today, for the first time
in all the days of the war,
this vitally needed green
corridor has started work-
ing, Zelenskyy said Sunday
in a pre-recorded address
published on his Telegram

messaging channel.
At least some of the peo-

ple evacuated from the
plant were apparently
taken to a village controlled
by Moscow-backed sepa-
ratists, though Russian
state media reported they
would be allowed to contin-
ue on to Ukrainian-held ter-
ritory if they wanted to. In
the past, Ukrainian offi-
cials have accused
Moscow’s troops of forcibly
relocating civilians from
areas they have captured to
Russia; Moscow has said
the people wanted to go to
Russia.

While official evacua-
tions have often faltered,
many people have managed
to flee Mariupol under
their own steam in recent
weeks. Others are unable to
escape.

People without cars can-
not leave. They’re desper-
ate, said Olena Gibert, who
was among those arriving
an a U.N.-backed reception
center in Zaporizhzhia in

dusty and often damaged
private cars. You need to go
get them. People have noth-
ing. We had nothing.

She said many people
still in Mariupol wish to es-
cape the Russian-controlled
city but can’t say so openly
amid the atmosphere of
constant pro-Russian prop-
aganda. A siege of the city
since the early days of the
war has trapped civilians
in terrible conditions, with
scarce access to food, water,
medicine and electricity.
They have suffered intense
bombardment, including a
Russian airstrike on a ma-
ternity hospital and the
bombing of a theater.

Anastasiia Dembytska,
who took advantage of the
brief cease-fire around the
evacuation of civilians
from the steel plant to leave
with her daughter, nephew
and dog, told The
Associated Press her fami-
ly survived by cooking on a
makeshift stove and drink-
ing well water.

Kyiv, May 2 (AP) The
Ukrainian military says
that Russia has rede-
ployed some of its forces
from the port of Mariupol
to join its offensive in the
east.

The General Staff of
the Ukrainian armed
forces on Monday said sev-
eral Russian battalions
had been sent from
Mariupol to the town of
Popasna in the eastern
Luhansk region.

Popasna has been one of
the epicentres of fighting
in the east as the Russian
military has sought to
break through the
Ukrainian defences there
in a bid to encircle
Ukrainian forces in the
east. The Ukrainian

General Staff also said
that the Russians were
also trying to press their
attacks from Izyum to the
towns of Slovyansk and
Barvinkove.

Ukrainian military ana-
lyst Oleh Zhdanov told
The Associated Press that
the redeployment of forces
from Mariupol to the front-
line in the east reflect their
failure to make any gains
there.

The Russian military is
still struggling to uproot
the last remaining
Ukrainian pocket of resist-
ance at the giant Azovstal
steel mill in Mariupol. The
UN is set to coordinate an
effort on Monday to evacu-
ate civilians sheltering at
the plant.

Russia deploys some
forces from Mariupol

People climbing over debris at the Azovstal steel plant, in
Mariupol, eastern Ukraine. 
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A genius departs 
In Neal Adams' demise the
world of comics has lost one of
the greatest illustrators of all
time. Neal Adams is popularly
known for bringing the super-
heroes of the world of comics to
life with his golden touch and
superb creativity. He was truly a
legend in this field and he start-
ed his career drawing for Archie
Comics in 1959. He began free-
lancing for DC Comics in 1967
and also worked with Marvel
Comics later. Adams was the
illustrator who redefined the
graphics of superheroes
Batman, Green arrow, Green
Lantern, X-Men and the
Avengers, to name a few from
his long list of comic characters
whom his golden touch made
the readers really feel them.
Adams was also behind creating
some of the iconic villains in
Batman's storyline, including
Joker and Two-Face. He and
famous comic book writer
Dennis O'Neil joined hands to
come out with the 'X-Men'
series and they went on to work
notably on the 'Batman' series
which even later paved way for
Batman movies. Just like his
superheroes, he, too, had to
face a lot of hurdles in his life
but overcame those with his tal-
ent, determination and intelli-
gence. Adams was rejected by
DC at the beginning and he
started his career drawing for
Archie Comics. Once this illus-
trator started getting famous
almost all the comic book giants
of that period were after him to
get his magical touch on their
story board! Adams also fought
for creators' rights, causing
even the comic book giants -
Marvel and DC- to begin the
practice of returning art to
artists. Adams' art influenced
comic creators around the
world and his name and cre-
ations will ever remain immor-
tal, just like his evergreen
heroes. 

MM  PPrraaddyyuu,,  KKaannnnuurr..

The Becker tragedy
The two-and-a-half years'
imprisonment of tennis ace
Boris Becker for hiding his
assets relating to his 2017 bank-
ruptcy, is nothing short of a
tragedy. Becker, who won six
Grand Slam singles titles and
took the tennis world by storm
by winning his first Wimbledon
title as an unknown 17-year-old
boy, gained more scurrility for
his misadventures off the tennis
court. He hasn't been able to
keep his head above the water,
as personal and financial trou-
bles have dogged him since he
hung up his racquet. It is ironic
that Becker, who was once
"Great Britain's favourite
German", has now been con-
demned to the level of an
"offender" and has been jailed
by the same country. Becker's is
a sad saga of a fallen star, who
still reminds legions of fans
what it means to have both tal-
ent and virtuosity. Intriguingly,
Becker's rise to fame and his
fall to shame started and ended
in 'courts.' 

RRaannggaannaatthhaann  SSiivvaakkuummaarr,,  
vviiaa  eemmaaiill

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

WHAT THEY TWEET!

MMeeeennaakkaasshhii
LLeekkhhii@@MM__LLeekkhhii

Remembering one of the
greatest filmmakers in

film history, Shri Satyajit
Ray on his birth anniver-
sary. His contribution to
the world of cinema and
art remains invaluable

and significant.
#AmritMahotsav

SShhaasshhii  TThhaarroooorr@@
SShhaasshhiiTThhaarroooorr

In Thiruvananthapuram tonight,
caught up with@

ArjunaRanatunga for a discus-
sion on contemporary Sri Lanka

& its many challenges. 
Always refreshing to touch base

with him.

KKaarraann  JJoohhaarr@@kkaarraannjjoohhaarr
Super excited! One of the most
talented people I have known

respected and loved! 
Can’t wait to release the trailer
tomorrow ! For all of you to see

the fantasticness!

PPrriittiisshh  NNaannddyy
@@PPrriittiisshhNNaannddyy

A brave call by Prime
Minister @narendramodi.

We’ve been pleading for this
for years. Finally it has

reached the one man who
can do something about it. 
3 out of 4 people in our jails
today are undertrials, pun-
ished but not proven guilty.

Time to let them out.
@PMOIndia

NNaarreennddrraa  MMooddii  @@nnaarreennddrraammooddii
Landed in Berlin. Today, I will be holding talks with Chancellor @OlafScholz, interacting with business leaders and

addressing a community programme. I am confident this visit will boost the friendship between India and Germany.

PPrreessss  TTrruusstt  ooff  IInnddiiaa@@PPTTII__NNeewwss
Covid: SC holds restrictions on

unvaccinated individuals for
access to public places are unrea-

sonable, suggests states to
remove such curbs

A s they say, it’s all over bar the shouting. Not that the
shouting is over, not by a long chalk. That continues

as US Senators recently even called for sanctions on India
over its stance on Russia. Over the last few months, and
particularly last week, Delhi has seen a barrage of veiled
threats and entreaties as leaders from all major European
countries and the United States descended on India to en-
list its support on the Ukraine war. While these have abat-
ed somewhat as Delhi stood firm in its public stance, it is a
good time to put matters straight over India’s position on
Ukraine, not in terms of justification but clarity on just
where we stand, and where we are likely to head over the
next few months. This also means assessing some of the
treasured theories and suppositions rife among ‘experts’,
including demands such as Indian mediation, or warn-
ings that India’s ‘weak’ stance would lead to China jump-
ing in. First, India’s position has been far from static. It
evolved as the conflict continued, with India’s Permanent
Representative continuing to abstain from Resolutions
that condemned Russia, but also refusing to support an
opportunistic Russian resolution. In the early part of the
conflict, Delhi indisputably needed Russian and
Ukrainian assistance to get its 22,000 citizens out, includ-
ing those from 18 other countries, and so adopted a posi-
tion that stressed ‘dialogue and diplomacy’ in February,
together with the Prime Minister’s talks with both sides.
That position continued till mid-March when the last air-
craft returned. By 24 March, India abstained on a
Resolution by Russia, which ironically called for  ‘civilian
protection’ in Ukraine, and ‘unhindered access for hu-
manitarian assistance’, which also stressed that the issue
should not be ‘politicised’.On 7 April, India again ab-
stained on a vote to remove Russia from the Human
Rights Council, this time, however, choosing to ‘condemn’
the Bucha killings and calling for an independent investi-
gation. India’s vote, therefore, followed an even-handedap-
proach even as it centralised “respecting sovereignty and
territorial integrity of states” and for ‘peaceful resolution
of international disputes’. This last has led many to as-
sume that India and China’s position was the same. While
Beijing’s explanation of vote did tick both these boxes, the
rest of the statement noted the ‘history’ and “abandoning
the Cold War mentality, abandoning the logic of ensuring
one’s own security at the expense of others’ security, and
abandoning the approach of seeking regional security by
expanding military blocs’. In simple words, there is no
commonality between the two positions at all. In future,
India’s position is unlikely to change in terms of absten-
tion. Few remember that India also abstained on a US-
sponsored Resolution 688, which was the prelude to the in-
vasion of Iraq, at a time when India was convinced that
Iraq had no ‘Weapons of Mass Destruction’ at all. Also
were  similar Resolutions on Bosnia and Libya, both of
which also presaged interventions, which led to long
drawn out civil warsin those countries.

The inside out of 
India’s ‘position’

T he end of the Cold War marked the beginning of an
era of covert offensives, externally instigated insur-

gencies and proxy wars. Interestingly, even a military in-
trusion like the one ordered by President Putin in
Ukraine two months ago was couched in the description
of an 'army operation compelled by Russia's security con-
cerns' — the fact of world opinion going totally against a
one-sided 'open war' was perhaps being acknowledged
here. Indeed, the Russia-Ukraine military conflict is now
a prolonged 'war of resistance' put up by Ukrainians
against the Russian army on their soil — largely with the
help of arms and ammunition supplied to them by the
US-led West. This created uncertainty as to when will the
UN and other mediators can get Ukraine and Russia to
accept terms for a negotiated peace conceding a minimal
'give and take'. Now in an ongoing conflict that entailed
secretive planning, surreptitious moves and behind-the-
scene 'war gaming', the 'inside information' — called in-
telligence — on the adversary's manoeuvres was needed
by both sides. Intelligence, however, was the basic re-
quirement for a country handling the challenge of coun-
tering a covert attack of terrorists, neutralising the
forces behind cross-border offensives, unearthing drug
trade linked to narco-terror, detecting clandestine use of
social media for spreading radicalisation and dealing
with enemies planning combat in the cyberspace. It
needs to be re-emphasised that Defence is protection
against an 'open-armed attack' while Security by defini-
tion, is the safeguarding of the nation against 'covert' at-
tacks of the 'unseen' adversary. Today all countries have
realised the importance of strengthening the national se-
curity set-up for which Intelligence agencies provided the
substratum. For a democratic regime like India's. it was
able to fully discharge its first duty of safeguarding na-
tional security against external and internal threats. For
ensuring a timely flow of reliable, untainted and relevant
information about the secret plans of the invisible enemy
— which precisely was the definition of intelligence — it
had created special agencies with substantive invest-
ment, to be managed on professionally sound concepts of
deploying the best available manpower, relying on in-
tense specialised training and keeping the national inter-
est above everything else. The basic three principles on
which intelligence agencies have worked and performed
with such excellence are their belief that they served the
sovereign in the best national interest, their total free-
dom from bureaucratisation, favouritism and credit-
sharing flaws and the willingness of their officers to em-
brace anonymity by choice. Significantly, India's premier
intelligence agency, the Intelligence Bureau, traced its ex-
istence since 1888, perhaps to prove the point of continu-
ity of Intelligence as a built-in part of the sovereign func-
tioning of the state — there is little doubt in any case,
that in independent India, IB has over the decades estab-
lished a reputation for providing fail-safe intelligence to
the powers that be and maintaining the highest stan-
dards of professionalism.

The growing importance 
of intelligence
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SF recruits during passing out cum attestation parade at Subsidiary Training Centre, BSF, Humhama, in Srinagar, Monday. As
many as 459 recruits passed out to join BSF.

HHaarrbbhhaajjaann  TTuurrbbaannaattoorr
@@hhaarrbbhhaajjaann__ssiinngghh

Here's wishing the legend
@BrianLara  a very happy birth-
day! One of the greatest cricket

has ever seen! Glad to have
played in an era of such greats
who have inspired millions of

people to pick up the beautiful
game! God bless...

have a wonderful year

BSF PASSING OUT PARADE

A free press plays an es-
sential role in our dem-

ocratic societies such as
holding governments ac-
countable, exposing corrup-
tion, injustice, and abuse of
power, informing societies,
and being involved in deci-
sions and policies affecting
them.
The World Press Freedom
Index paints a dismal picture
of press freedom around the
world. Increasing forms of
government intimidation,
censorship, and harassment
of journalists and media out-
lets threaten to undermine
the nature and resilience of
our democracies. How we
deal with this issue in the
times to come will be the de-
ciding factor.

The World Press Freedom
Index 2021 has been released
by the media watchdog group
Reporters Without Borders.
Norway topped the index for
the fifth year in a row. The re-
port labeled 132 countries as
"very poor", "poor" or "prob-
lematic". India ranked 142
out of 180 countries. India
was ranked in the "poor" cat-
egory along with Brazil,
Mexico, and Russia. The re-
port said that India is one of

the most dangerous coun-
tries in the world for journal-
ists trying to do their jobs
properly. In 2016, India's rank
was 133, which has steadily
dropped to 142 in 2020. India
has been criticized around
the world for its "extremely
violent social media hate
campaign" against journal-
ists who "dare to criticize"
the government.

Free exchange of ideas,
free exchange of information
and knowledge, debate, and
expression of different
points of view are important
for the smooth functioning of
democracy. A free press can
inform citizens about the
successes or failures of its
leaders.

It conveys the needs and
wants of the people to the
government bodies, takes in-
formed decisions, and as a re-
sult strengthens the society.
It promotes open discussion
of ideas that allows individu-
als to participate fully in po-
litical life. Free media makes
people question the decisions
of the government and make
them accountable. the voice
of the marginalized; Being
the voice of the people, inde-
pendent media gives them

the right to express their
opinion. Thus, free media is
important in a democracy.
Due to these characteristics,
the media is considered the
fourth pillar of democracy
after the legislature, execu-
tive, and judiciary.

The biggest threat to the
freedom of the press is fake
news; The pressure of the
government in the name of
rules, the bombardment of
fake news, and the influence
of social media are danger-
ous. Corruption-paid news,
advertising, and fake news
are a threat to free and fair
media. The biggest issue is
the safety of journalists,
killings and attacks on jour-
nalists covering sensitive is-
sues are very common.
Shared and abusive language
is used on social networks
against journalists who use
social media. Reports such as
'Freedom in the World 2021
(Freedom House, US)', '2020
Human Rights Report (US
State Department)',
'Autocratization Goes Viral
(V-Dem Institute, Sweden)'
highlight threats to journal-
ists in India Is. Corporate
and political power has over-
whelmed large sections of
the media, both print and vi-
sual, which leads to vested
interests and erodes freedom.

Freedom of the press is at
the foundation of all demo-
cratic organizations in India.
The Indian Constitution
guarantees freedom of
speech and expression under
Article 19, which deals with
freedom of speech, etc.
Freedom of the press is not
explicitly protected by the
Indian legal system, but it is
implicitly protected under
Article 19(1)(a) of the

Constitution. However, even
the freedom of the press is
not absolute. It is a regulato-
ry body established under
the Press Council of India
Act 1978. Its objective is to
maintain the freedom of the
press and to maintain and
improve the standards of
newspapers and news agen-
cies in India. Paris-based
Reporters Without Borders
publishes a World Press
Freedom Index annually. The
index evaluates the level of
freedom available to the
media in 180 countries,
which informs governments
and officials of their policies
and regulations against and
against freedom of the press.
India has been ranked 142
out of 180 countries in the
World Press Freedom Index,
2021.

The Press Council of
India, a regulatory body, may
warn and regulate the media
if it finds that a newspaper
or news agency has violated
media ethics. Statutory sta-
tus should be given to the
News Broadcasters
Association which repre-
sents private television news
and current affairs broad-
casters.

There is a need to restore
confidence in the media to
combat material manipula-
tion and fake news without
undermining the freedom of
the media. The media must
stick to the core principles
such as truth and accuracy,
transparency, independence,
fairness and impartiality, re-
sponsibility and impartiali-
ty.

Writer is Research
Scholar in Political
Science, Poet, freelance
journalist, and columnist.

India is one of the most dangerous
countries in the world for journalists

PRIYANKA 'SAURABH'
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Additional charge

Panaji: Sudhakar T N
on Sunday took over
the additional charge
of Chairman and
Managing Director at
Goa Shipyard
Limited. He took over
the additional charge
of CMD after Cmde B
B Nagpal demitted the
office, the company
said in a press release.
Goa Shipyard Limited
(GSL) spokesman said
that Sudhakar started
his career with Bharat
Heavy Electrical Ltd
(BHEL), EPD,
Bengaluru.

Blended petrol 
Tinsukia: Indian Oil
Corp (IOC) rolled out
M15 petrol -- 15 per
cent blend of
methanol with petrol -
- on a pilot basis in
Assam's Tinsukia dis-
trict. Union Minister
of State for Petroleum
and Natural Gas
Rameswar Teli
launched the M15
petrol in the presence
of Niti Aayog mem-
ber VK Saraswat and
IOC chairman SM
Vaidya on Saturday.
Teli said that blend-
ing fuel with
methanol will provide
respite from the ris-
ing prices. "Pilot roll-
out of M15 is a step-
ping stone towards
achieving fuel inde-
pendence and reduc-
ing the import bur-
den," he said.

Digital India Inside

Bengaluru: Giving
the analogy of chip
major Intel's famous
slogan "Intel Inside",
Minister of State for
Communications and
IT Rajeev
Chandrasekhar on
Sunday said all efforts
of the government in
the semiconductor do-
main should make the
world hear "Digital
India Inside". The
minister also said in-
dustry players like
Dell, Sony as well as
ISRO and the Atomic
Energy Department
are all endorsing and
working with the
Digital India RISC-V
(DIR-V) programme.
The government has
set a deadline to com-
mercially launch the
first indigenous
chipset by 2023-24
under the DIR-V.

Suzuki Motorcycle
New Delhi: Suzuki
Motorcycle India on
Monday reported
sales of 71,987 units
in April, a dip of 8 per
cent from 77,849 units
sold in the same
month last year. The
company said its do-
mestic sales last
month stood at 54,327
units, while exports
were at 17,660 units.
"Two-wheeler indus-
try continues to navi-
gate through the chal-
lenges thrown by the
pandemic and semi-
conductor shortage.
Even with these chal-
lenges, the company
has maintained its
sales momentum,"
Suzuki Motorcycle
India Managing
Director Satoshi
Uchida said in a state-
ment.

AKSHAYA TRITIYA PREPARATIONS

Women purchase gold ornaments from a jewellery shop on the eve of Akshaya Tritiya,
at Sadar Bazar market, in Gurugram on Monday.

New Delhi, May 02:  

Union road transport
and highways minister
Nitin Gadkari on Monday
said that if the US-based
EV maker Tesla manufac-
tures its electric vehicles
in India then the company
will also get benefits.

Addressing an event
here, Gadkari said days
are not very far when the
prices of all electric vehi-
cles will be less than the
cost of petrol vehicles in
the country.

"Agar Tesla India me
electric car manufacture
karega toh unka bhi fayda
hoga (If Tesla manufac-
tures its electric vehicles
in India then they will also
get benefits)," he said.

Earlier on April 26,
Gadkari had said, if Tesla
is ready to manufacture its
EVs in India then there is
'no problem', but the com-
pany must not import cars
from China.

"If Elon Musk (Tesla
CEO) is ready to manufac-
ture in India then there is
no problem ... Come to
India, start manufactur-

ing, India is a large mar-
ket, they can export from
India," he had said at an
interactive session at the
Raisina Dialogue. Last
year, the heavy industries
ministry had also asked
Tesla to first start manu-
facturing its iconic elec-
tric vehicles in India be-
fore any tax concessions
can be considered.

At present, cars import-
ed as Completely Built
Units (CBUs) attract cus-
toms duty ranging from
60-100 per cent, depending
on engine size and Cost,
Insurance and Freight
(CIF) value less or above
USD 40,000. Last year, in a
letter to the road ministry,
the US firm had stated
that the effective import

tariff of 110 per cent on
vehicles with customs
value above USD 40,000 is
"prohibitive" to zero-emis-
sion vehicles. It had re-
quested the government to
standardise the tariff on
electric cars to 40 per cent,
irrespective of the cus-
toms value, and withdraw
the social welfare sur-
charge of 10 per cent on
electric cars. It had stated
that these changes would
boost the development of
the Indian EV ecosystem
and the company will
make significant direct in-
vestments in sales, serv-
ice, and charging infra-
structure; and significant-
ly increase procurement
from India for its global
operations.

Tesla can benefit by manufacturing
EVs in India: Nitin Gadkari

New Delhi, May, 02: 

Vedanta Aluminium,
India's largest producer of
aluminium, has an-
nounced long-term sourc-
ing of 380 MW of renew-
able energy for its
Aluminium Smelters. 180
MW of this RE will be for
the Aluminium Smelter at
Jharsuguda, in Odisha,
and 200 MW for the Bharat
Aluminium Company
(BALCO) at Korba, in
Chhattisgarh. This will be
carried out through a
Power Delivery Agreement
(PDA) between Vedanta
Limited (Aluminium
Business) and Special
Purpose Vehicles - affili-
ates of Sterlite Power
Technologies Pvt Ltd
(SPTPL), a company en-
gaged in the business of
supplying renewable
power (hybrid) with solar,
wind and storage solu-
tions. Once online, this
project has the potential to
reduce Vedanta

Aluminium's GHG (green-
house gas) emissions by ~
15,00,000 tonnes of CO2
equivalent annually.

Charting its roadmap to
Net Zero by 2050, Vedanta
Aluminium is working on
a three pronged-approach
to decarbonize its opera-
tions - increasing the quan-
tum of renewable energy
in its energy mix, bolster-
ing operational efficiencies
to reduce energy consump-
tion, and rapidly transi-
tioning to cleaner fuels and
technologies. Notably, the
company was India's
largest industrial con-
sumer of renewable ener-
gy in FY22, having pro-
cured nearly 3 Billion

Units which was utilized in
the production of
Vedanta's low carbon
'green' aluminium brand -
'Restora'. It is a strategic
imperative for the compa-
ny to reduce carbon emis-
sions across every process
stage. As a result of this
unwavering focus, Vedanta
Aluminium has reduced
its GHG emissions intensi-
ty by 21% in FY21 while al-
most tripling its produc-
tion, over FY12 baseline.
The company is also a
member of the prestigious
Dow Jones Sustainability
Index (DJSI) family an-
dranked 4th amongst glob-
al aluminium producers in
2021.

Vedanta Aluminium announces long-term
sourcing of 380 MW renewable power

̈ Power delivery agreement for 380 MW
Renewable Energy supply to Aluminium
Smelters in Jharsuguda (Odisha) and
BALCO (Korba, Ch'garh)

̈ Potential GHG emissions reduction 
of ~ 15,00,000 TCo2eper annum.

Hyderabad, May 02: 

The largest iron ore pro-
ducer of the country, state-
owned NMDC reported
production of 3.15 Million
Tonnes (MnT) and sale of
3.12 MnTof iron ore in the
first month of FY23.

The company continues
to register growth in its
physical performance.
Iron ore production in
April 2022 was 0.6% higher
than that of April 2021 and
sales during the month
saw a growth of 0.9% over
the CPLY. Deriving
strength from the 42 MnT
produced in FY22, the min-
ing major achieved the
highest production for any
April month in the compa-
ny's history.

Encouraging the team
to keep up the spectacular
performance, Sumit Deb,
CMD, NMDC said, "FY23

has started on the right
note for us and is a reflec-
tion of our team's hard
work aligned with the
company's strategic pos-
ture. Our adoption of new
technology and digital ini-
tiatives is strengthening
our supply chain and mak-
ing NMDC future ready.
Having achieved the target
of 42 MnT iron ore produc-
tion, we are confident that
NMDC will grow to be-
come a 50 MnT mining
company in the near fu-
ture." 

Steady start to FY-23 for NMDC

New Delhi, May 02: 

India's manufacturing
sector activities witnessed
faster growth in April
amid quicker increases in
production as well as fac-
tory orders, and renewed
expansion in internation-
al sales, a monthly survey
said on Monday.

The seasonally adjusted
S&P Global India
M a n u f a c t u r i n g
Purchasing Managers'
Index (PMI) rose from 54.0
in March to 54.7 in April,
as a retreat of COVID-19
restrictions continued to
support demand. The
April PMI data pointed to
an improvement in overall
operating conditions for
the tenth straight month.
In PMI parlance, a print

above 50 means expansion,
while a score below 50 de-
notes contraction. "The
Indian manufacturing
PMI remained well inside
positive territory during
April, recovering some of
the ground lost in March.
Factories continued to
scale up production at an
above-trend pace, with the
ongoing increases in sales

and input purchasing, sug-
gesting that growth will be
sustained in the near-
term," said Pollyanna De
Lima, Economics
Associate Director at S&P
Global.

April data showed a re-
bound in new export or-
ders, following the first
contraction for nine
months in March. The
rate of increase was solid
and the strongest since
last July. Inflationary pres-
sures meanwhile intensi-
fied, owing to rising com-
modity prices, the Russia-
Ukraine war and greater
transportation costs.
Input prices increased at
the fastest pace in five
months, while output
charge inflation hit a 12-
month high.

India’s manufacturing sector sees faster
growth amid high inflation in Apr: PMI

New Delhi, May 2 (PTI): 

TVS Motor Company
on Monday said it has
launched a new variant of
its NTORQ 125 scooter
priced at Rs 1,02,823 (ex-
showroom Delhi).

The NTORQ 125 XT
comes with a
SmartXonnect connectivi-
ty platform and around 60
other features, making it
the most tech-advanced
scooter on sale in the
country, TVS Motor
Company said in a state-
ment.

The features include a
voice assist feature, which
can now accept voice com-
mands directly, start-stop
function, among others, it
added. "The TVS NTORQ
125 XT has set a new
benchmark in the con-
nected two-wheeler mobil-
ity experience with never
seen hi-tech features,"
TVS Motor Company

Senior Vice President
(Marketing) Commuters,
Corporate Brand & Dealer
T r a n s f o r m a t i o n ,
Aniruddha Haldar said.
The tech-savvy Gen Z will
be delighted by the TVS

NTORQ experience that
just went up a big notch in
keeping their connected
lifestyles, he added. TVS
NTORQ 125 XT comes
with a 124.8 cc engine that
generates 6.9 kW of
power.

TVS Motor drives in
NTORQ 125 XT scooter
tagged at Rs 1.03 lakh

New Delhi, May 02:  

Stating that ensuring ad-
equate fuel supply to ther-
mal power plants is its "pri-
ority", public sector miner
Coal India has asked its em-
ployees to step up efforts
and breach the production
and offtake target of 700
million tonnes for FY23.

In a letter to the employ-
ees of Coal India Limited
(CIL), the company's chair-
man-cum-managing direc-
tor Pramod Agrawal said
that the company's priority
is to make sure that the
electricity generating units
are well stocked with do-
mestic fuel amid the ongo-
ing power shortage. "Coal
India's priority is to ensure
that the nation's power
plants are well stocked with
domestic coal and the coun-
try gets power at just price.
The aim should be to secu-
ritise energy at least cost,"
Agrawal said and asked the
employees to treat the tar-

gets as "sacrosanct".
"Do not let any compla-

cency seep in. Drawing in-
spiration from the perform-
ance of FY22, let us consoli-
date it further in FY23 to
breach the 700 MT output
and offtake targets," the
CMD said. The country, he
said, looks up to Coal India
for fuelling its energy
needs. "It then becomes not
only our responsibility but
a corporate obligation to
live up to that great expecta-
tion," he added. Every year
throws up new challenges
and new difficulties,
Agrawal said and asked his
employees to be prepared to
face them. "There is no way
of skirting around the
issue," he said.

CIL’s priority is to ensure
power plants are 

well-stocked with coal: CMD

Mumbai, May 02:  

Melorra, one of India’s
fastest-growing D2C
brands, is giving cus-
tomers a choice of over
16000 BIS hallmarked, af-
fordable and trendy gold
jewellery designs for daily
wear ahead of Akshaya
Tritiya. Customers can
choose pieces inspired by
the most recent runway
trends and get up to 50%
off on making charges of
gold jewellery at
www.melorra.com. They
can also shop via
Melorra’s 11 physical ex-
perience centers in
Bengaluru, Delhi,
Lucknow, Mumbai,
Bhopal, and Noida.

Akshaya means ‘eter-
nal’ and Tritiya stands for
‘third day', Akshaya

Tritiya is considered aus-
picious for new ventures,
marriages, expensive in-
vestments such as gold or
other property, and any
new beginnings.

This is where Melorra is
bringing gold jewellery col-
lections that will help
women trend every day
and everywhere. Four new
trend inspired collections
have been launched name-
ly ‘The Greek Goddess’,
‘Lace Up’, ‘Volume’ and
‘Sunny’. Speaking about
this, Saroja Yeramilli, CEO
& Founder, Melorra, said,
“This Akshaya Tritiya, we
are encouraging women to
buy gold jewellery that
complements their daily-
wear wardrobe through
our campaign ‘Auspicious
today, fashionable every
day’.

Melorra introduces affordable and
trendy gold jewellery designs

Mumbai, May 02: 

With the onset of the summer
season in India, Amazon.in is
excited to announce its
‘Summer Sale’ kickstarting
from May 04, 2022. This
Summer Sale, customers can
look forward to big savings
from brands such as OnePlus,
LG, Intel, Tecno, Fujitsu, Renee,
and Sugar amongst many oth-
ers. Amazon is introducing
‘Countdown Deals’ for the first
time that will be open for all
customers and the selected
offers will give them early
access to a wide array of prod-
ucts across categories until
May 3. These offers will be
available on brands like
Realme, Apple, Samsung,
OPPO, boat, Noise, Fossil,
Fastrack, TIMEX, American
Tourister, Safari, Skybags,
Eureka Forbes, Philips, Hero
cycles etc. Customers can save
more and opt for a wide range
of affordable finance options
such as 10% instant bank dis-

count on ICICI Bank, Kotak and
RBL Credit/Debit Cards,
Credit/Debit EMI transactions;
no-cost EMI on Debit & Credit
cards and Bajaj FinServ,
exchange offers, exciting offers
from select Credit/Debit cards
and lots more. With Amazon Pay
ICICI Bank Credit Card, cus-
tomers can save up to 5% on
shopping. Eligible customers
who do not have the card can
get rewards up to INR. 2,000 on
applying. New users can sign up
and shop with Amazon Pay UPI
and avail further savings of up
to 10% or INR. 100. Customers
can save up to INR. 5,000 on
shopping during the rewards
Festival, just by making daily
payments such as sending
money, paying bills and more
and unlock exciting shopping
rewards that can be redeemed
during the sale. With Amazon
Pay Later, users can get instant
credit up to INR. 60,000 along
with INR.150 flat cashback on
activation and INR 100 cashback
on all the shopping orders. 

Amazon.in announces
‘Summer Sale’

New Delhi, May 02: 

Amid multiple cases of
electric two-wheel-
ers catching fire,
Road Transport
and Highways
S e c r e t a r y
G i r i d h a r
Aramane on
Sunday said each
and every incident
will be probed and
asserted that the
Indian EV indus-
try is bound to prosper
and grow beyond 'our
imagination'. Aramane
further said the Ministry
of Road, Transport and
Highways (MoRTH) has
achieved an overall asset
monetisation value of
about Rs 21,000 crore in
FY22 as part of the

Centre's National
Monetisation Pipeline.

"Each and every inci-
dent (of electric vehicles
catching fire) will be
probed into," he told PTI in
an interview. Recently,
there have been multiple

incidents of elec-
tric vehicles (EVs)
catching fire and
resulting in deaths
and severe in-
juries to people.
Asked if the spate
of high profile bat-
tery fires is under-
mining India's bid
to become a leader
in EVs, Aramane

said not necessarily, if the
manufacturers quickly es-
tablish necessary func-
tional safety protocols,
quality control and quality
assurance systems.

"The Indian EV indus-
try is bound to prosper
and grow beyond our
imagination," he asserted.

EV fire incidents will be
probed: Transport Secy
̈ Industry bound to

grow beyond our
imagination

New Delhi, May 02: 

Mortgage lender HDFC
Ltd on Sunday raised its
benchmark lending rate by 5
basis points, a move that will
increase EMI for existing
borrowers. The rate increase
is in line with other lenders,
including the State Bank of
India and Bank of Baroda.

"HDFC increases its Retail
Prime Lending Rate (RPLR)
on Housing loans, on which
its Adjustable Rate Home
Loans (ARHL) are bench-
marked, by 5 basis points,
with effect from May 1, 2022,"
the company said in a state-
ment. There is no change in
the lending for new borrow-
ers. The rates for new bor-
rowers range between 6.70
per cent and 7.15 per cent, de-
pending on credit and loan
amount. Last month, SBI
and other lenders raised
benchmark lending rates,
pushing EMIs for the exist-
ing customers.

HDFC raises
lending rate by 
5 basis points

Mumbai, May 02: 

Benchmark indices continued
their downtrend on Monday,
with the Sensex falling 84.88
points, tracking selling in
index majors Infosys and
Reliance Industries along with
weak global equities.
The 30-share BSE benchmark
went lower by 84.88 points or
0.15 per cent to settle at
56,975.99 after recovering
some lost ground during the
fag-end of trade. During the
day, it tanked 648.25 points or
1.13 per cent to 56,412.62. The
NSE Nifty declined 33.45
points or 0.20 per cent to close
at 17,069.10. From the Sensex
pack, Titan, Wipro, Tech
Mahindra, Infosys, Maruti,
Asian Paints, Larsen & Toubro
and SBI were among the major
laggards.
In contrast, IndusInd Bank,
NTPC, Power Grid, Tata Steel,
HDFC and ITC were among the
gainers. Elsewhere in Asia,
markets in Seoul and Tokyo

settled lower, while Shanghai
and Hong Kong were closed
for holidays. Bourses in
Europe were also trading
lower in the afternoon session.
Stocks in the US had ended
significantly lower on Friday.
Meanwhile, international oil
benchmark Brent crude
declined 2.61 per cent to USD
104.3 per barrel.

Markets continue to fall for 2nd
day; Sensex declines 85 points

Cezanne Khan roped in for
‘Appnapan… Badalate Rishton Ka

Bandhan’

From slice of life to high-octane drama, Sony Entertainment
Television with its content line up has been providing view-

ers a wholesome family viewing experience. Yet again the
channel is all geared up to bring forth another interesting
show - ‘Appnapan… Badalate rishton ka bandhan’ that
promises to tug the audience’s heartstrings with its heart-
felt narrative. Shedding light on the dilemma and complex-
ities in relationships, the show revolves around the story
of an estranged couple – Pallavi and Nikhil
who are now single parents and how
both face their own challenges of par-
enting while battling their obstacles

from their past. But, destiny brings
them face to face once again….will

they give a second chance to their rela-
tionships for the sake of their family?
The answer to this question is defi-
nitely going to keep the viewers in-
trigued.

Popular television star,
Cezanne Khan, will be portray-

ing the role of the lead protago-
nist - Nikhil Jaisingh, a success-
ful businessman, celebrity chef
and an absentee father who
often tries to compensate
for the emotional loss
of love with mate-

rial posses-
sions.

Anushka on projects that 
‘justifies’ keeping her away

from daughter Vamika

A
On her 34th birthday on Sunday, actress-producer Anushka
Sharma spoke about how she is focussing on being a part of
the best scripts that the Hindi film industry has to offer which

will make it worth her time to stay away from her year-old toddler
Vamika. Anushka says, "I will always want to be a part of the best
scripts that come my way. I feel blessed that I am in a position today
to select the type of films that I want to do, which also justifies the
time that I will spend away from my child. "I have always been a
seeker of balance in life and my priority now lies there. I want to
focus on my work life and my family life in equal measure." The ac-
tress says her focus is on the quality of the films that she does. "I'm
always looking for these special scripts that fill me up with joy. I
will always be open to doing projects that are incredibly interest-
ing, represents women in cinema correctly and is also disruptive
and content forward. "As and when those come to me, I will be
more than happy to do it. That's how I'm approaching my career
right now," she says. Anushka will be next seen in 'Chakda
Xpress', a film that traces India's fast bowler Jhulan Goswami's
inspirational journey as she moves up the ladder despite hin-
drances posed by misogynistic politics to fulfil her dream of
playing the sport for the country.

Rakul Preet Singh had tough
time performing in front of
Big B in ‘Runway 34’

B
ollywood actress Rakul Preet Singh, who has been gar-
nering positive response for her work in the recently re-
leased Ajay Devgn directorial 'Runway 34', has spoken

about the challenges that she encountered during the film-
ing of the project where she had to act and emote in front
of a towering personality like Amitabh Bachchan.

Elaborating on the same, she said: "Most challeng-
ing part was to perform the courtroom scene with
Mr. Bachchan. I had to show the tension and vul-
nerability without showing any retaliation
or dialogues at the beginning.

"The fear, vulnerability, loyalty towards
the company and dilemma of the character
along with the tension and panic created by
Mr. Bachchan's character had to be shown
through the eyes as the character was not al-
lowed to speak."

But, it was a blessing for her to have per-
formed in front of the Bollywood megastar as it
enhanced her performance in the film as well. "I
feel when you have a strong actor like him per-
forming in front of you, your performance ele-
vates too as you can feed on his energy and
focus on giving your best," Rakul concluded.

P
aras-
u r a m
Petla's direc-

torial 'Sarkaru Vaari
Paata,' starring Mahesh
Babu and Keerthy Suresh,

is set to hit theatres on May 12.
With only a few days until the

release, the creators have started the
promotion with back-to-back media in-
teractions with their technical team.

In an interview with the scribes, direc-
tor Parasuram Petla revealed that he had
written the 'SVP' story earlier during his

'Geetha Govindam' days, but was hesitant to
approach the superstar.

"Mahesh Babu made it simple for me by
giving me the opportunity to tell the story. He
connected with the characters and thus chose
this film," explained Parasuram, adding: "Once
Mahesh has a firm grasp on the script, he gives it
his all. In his approach, there are no half-meas-
ures."

"If you look at my career graph, you'll notice that I
did start off well, but after 'Sarocharu' failed, I took
a couple of years off, reflected, and then restarted. It
worked wonders for me," Parasuram said.

Despite the fact that it is one of the most anticipat-
ed films, director Parasuram remains confident that

'Sarkaru Vaari Paata' will live up to expectations.
Prasuram teased the plot of the Mahesh

Babu film, saying, "SVP has a bank back-
drop, but the story doesn't talk about

the scandals or anything like that,
but has multiple layers of emotions
imbibed in the narrative."

The director spills beans on
Mahesh Babu's role in the movie,

as he stated: "Mahesh's character
in 'SVP' has a big emotional arc. It is enter-
prising."

Parasuram revealed Mahesh's makeover
for 'SVP,' saying: "It was my idea because I
wanted Mahesh's appearance to have a
'wow' factor. He agreed immediately
and became excited about making
minor changes to his appearance,
such as growing his hair and be-
ginning to work on other minor
changes."

"Mahesh Babu's attention
to detail is superb. This
trip with him taught
me why people be-

come superstars,"
the director ex-

plained.

ACROSS

1. Norwegian port

5. Army division

9. Got up

14. Ship's pole

15. Naked

16. Drying cloth

17. Overfull

19. Shaquille ____

20. Right you ____!

21. Minus

22. Blood component

23. Dwell

25. Pause

26. In the middle

29. Statistics

33. Remains behind

36. Ventilates

37. Thick piece

38. Umpire's cry

39. More flavorful

42. House addition

43. Upon

45. Between continents

46. Roast host

48. Cougar

49. Paraphrase

51. Handyman's need

53. Legally responsible

57. Appoint

60. Washer cycle

62. ____ Vegas

63. Professional speedster

64. Party ribbons

66. Ridiculous

67. Physical discomfort

68. Speak wildly

69. Fender nicks

70. Appendages

71. Amtrak depots (abbr.)

DOWN

1. Movie award

2. Fern "seed"

3. Highway divisions

4. Assoc.

5. Not visible

6. Disappointed shout

7. March date

8. Mogul ____ Turner

9. Lagoon's boundary

10. Reagan and McDonald

11. Has obligations

12. Garment juncture

13. She, in Valencia

18. Firstborn

22. Throb

24. Slippery

25. Lasso

27. Hanging ornament
28. Ceremonial events
30. A Baldwin brother
31. Yarn
32. Fit
33. TV "opera"
34. Dancer's skirt
35. Energy source
40. Slugger Hank ____
41. Eye part
44. Tolerant of delay
47. Give ____ break! (2 wds.)
50. Foreigners
52. Monsters
54. Lamb's sound
55. Young insect
56. Curved letters
57. Parched
58. Rational
59. Read quickly
60. Heavenly light
61. Stiffly formal
64. Watering place
65. Mr.'s mate
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It's possible you could meet someone
today who will act as a kind of
Pygmalion for you. You need to be sur-
rounded and encouraged by people who
believe in you, Aquarius, and it's good
for you have people around to support
you. If you do meet this kind of person,
don't be a showoff. Listen to what he or
she has to say to you. 

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

You are particularly inspired by and sensitive
to crisis situations. What that means is that
you can't stand to see other people suffer.
Sometimes even you suffer because you
don't allow yourself to do the things you like
best and the things that help you feel fulfilled
as a person. Why don't you think about going
easier on yourself, just for today? Try it - you
might like it!

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

Days like today push you to act in the
areas of your life where you may have
hesitated before. Does your love life
need a breath of fresh air? Have you
been dreaming of a nice candlelit din-
ner with your partner? A weekend in
the country? A new home? It's time to
stop dreaming of happiness and do
what you need to do to get it. 

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

You might have questions about the sat-
isfaction you feel about your personal
life, Taurus. It's possible you have more
demands than ever. Things seem so
urgent to you now. Why not take advan-
tage of this attitude to talk about your
deepest desires with your partner?
Things will be much clearer. 

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

Today is excellent for just letting your intu-
ition guide you, Gemini. If you have time,
you might want to let your mind go and fol-
low the train of thought wherever it takes
you. You could find something out about
yourself of which you unaware, something
just waiting to be noticed. Remember,
your desires are fantasies before they
become realties, so dream a little.

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

Today is the kind of day when all you
want to do is think about a vacation.
You're usually such a responsible, con-
scientious worker that you can afford
to escape for just a few minutes. You
could visit the world inside of you. You
may even find something that's been
on your mind for quite some time that
requires some action by you now.

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

You are an excellent friend, and you
take pride in helping the people around
you. Have you ever thought about get-
ting involved in a humanitarian cause
or giving a few hours of your time
every week to your local community?
Today, Leo, these kinds of ideas could
become a real part of your life. 

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Your natural compassion may have led
you to choose a profession in which heal-
ing or helping other people is your pri-
mary duty. Even if this isn't the case,
Virgo, the people around you may seem
particularly demanding today. But be
careful not to go beyond your personal
limits or else you could be the one who
needs other people's help!

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

You have a rather strange day in front
of you, Libra. The celestial atmosphere
could be playing tricks on you. You
might get aggravated for no reason at
all, that is, unless it's because you've
been meeting too many people who
don't appreciate the original way you
go about doing things. 

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

Just for today, Sagittarius, ignore your habit
of always trying to find an explanation for
everything. Something is changing inside
you and in the way you react to situations.
The desire to incorporate life's more unpre-
dictable aspects into your personality is the
basis for these changes. A lot of your theo-
ries are only there to reassure you, but you
probably know that. 

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

Just for today, Sagittarius, ignore your habit
of always trying to find an explanation for
everything. Something is changing inside
you and in the way you react to situations.
The desire to incorporate life's more unpre-
dictable aspects into your personality is the
basis for these changes. A lot of your theo-
ries are only there to reassure you, but you
probably know that. 

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

The planets want to make a deal with you
today, Capricorn. Either you stay in bed fan-
tasizing about life as a CEO or rock star or you
get up, get dressed, and do what you have to
do to make your dreams come true. Try and
convince yourself once and for all that you
don't have to lose your childlike wonder when
you enter the real world. That never goes
away, no matter how old you get!

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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‘Mahesh Babu
gives it all once

he has firm
grasp on script’

T
his week on &TV, the
characters will be
seen in a dilemma to

save their loved ones. About
&TV’s Baal Shiv track, Devi
Parvati shares, “Mahasati
Anusuya (Mouli Ganguly)
is concerned about Baal
Shiv (Aan Tiwari), who is in
pursuit of Devi Parvati
(Shivya Pathania). Baal
Shiv sees some villagers
along the route, one of
whom inquiries about
Mahadev. Baal Shiv an-
swers all the questions and
then resumes his search for
Devi Parvati. Meanwhile,
Ajamukhi (Srashti
Maheshwari) and Dandpani

kidnap the villagers to pre-
vent Baal Shiv from reach-
ing Devi Parvati. Baal Shiv
and Nandi (Danish Akhtar

Saifi) save them and set
them free. Daruka (Ambika
Soni) advises Devi Parvati
to forget about Mahadev

(Siddharth Arora) and
enjoy her company. Baal
Shiv eventually locates Devi
Parvati and asks her to
come back with him. On the
other hand, Devi Parvati re-
fuses to return because of
her Vacchan. Baal Shiv re-
quests Daruka to release
Devi Parvati. And she
agrees to do it in exchange
for Kalpvriksh. Baal Shiv
swears to get her
Kalpvriksh and travels to
heaven to accomplish this.
Meanwhile, Tarakasur re-
ceives word from
Aajmukhi, and Tarakasur
plans to obtain the
Kalpvriksh.

&TV  artists in dilemma this week
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Navi Mumbai, May 02 (PTI):

Gujarat Titans, who
have been remarkable in
bouncing back from ad-
verse situations, would
look to seal a spot in the
Play-offs when they clash
with inconsistent Punjab
Kings in the Indian
Premier League (IPL),
here on Tuesday.

Gujarat, the IPL debu-
tants, are clearly the team
to beat in the competition
having won eight out of
nine games. A sixth con-
secutive win will make
them the first side to enter
the play-offs.

A big reason for
Gujarat's stellar run has
been their ability to come
back from tough situa-
tions.

Whether it is Rahul
Tewatia, David Miller,
Rashid Khan or skipper
Hardik Pandya -- they all
have produced match-win-
ning efforts during the
course of the tournament.
If one has failed, the other
has risen to the occasion.

"That's the beauty of
this team, people coming
in and showing what they
can do in clutch situations
is becoming quite a habit,
something I don't mind
happening. We always
back them to do it, but
they're defying odds time

and again," Hardik's
words after the win over
RCB summed up his
team's sprit aptly.

The last time Gujarat
and Punjab met, they pro-
duced a cracking finish
with Tewatia bringing his
team back from the dead
by smashing two sixes off
the last two balls of the
game.

Punjab would hope to be
on the right side of the re-
sult and that the game
doesn't go deep. They are
in the middle of another
inconsistent campaign

and with five losses in
nine games and are run-
ning out of time.

Their senior batters,
captain Mayank Agarwal
himself, Jonny Bairstow,
Shikhar Dhawan and
Liam Livingstone have
done well in patches but
have not been consistent
enough.

Barring pacer Arshdeep
Singh, who seems to be
getting better with every
game, the bowling depart-
ment can also do better.
They did well in the previ-
ous game but the batters

flopped to let the team
down. For Titans, wicket-
keeper Wriddhiman Saha
has been a great replace-
ment for a struggling
Matthew Wade.

His opening partner
Shubman Gill has had
starts but of late the ele-
gant right-handed batter
hasn't been among the
runs and considering his
potential, he would be
keen to get back to form.

The batting mainstay
for Gujarat has been
Hardik, who has played re-
sponsible knocks, and

with 308 runs is the third
highest run-scorer.

A rare failure in the last
game against the RCB
shouldn't bother the flam-
boyant all-rounder.

Their weak link is num-
ber three B Sai Sudharsan
and he needs to take more
responsibility along with
Miller, who has been play-
ing the role of a finisher to
perfection. Miller has
taken the team over the
line and along with
Tewatia, who can hit sixes
at will, is a formidable bat-
ter to have at the business
end of the innings.
Another important cog for
Gujarat is all-rounder
Rashid Khan, who has also
displayed his six-hitting
prowess, to go with his
crafty bowling. Miller,
Tewatia and Rashid have
together hit 28 sixes and
will be expected to keep
doing the job. Gujarat also
have one of the most lethal
attacks in the IPL. While
Mohammed Shami can
wreak havoc with the new
ball, the big-hitters in the
Punjab line-up would be
wary of the pace and vari-
ety which Lockie
Ferguson brings with him.
They can also continue
with Pradeep Sangwan,
who returned with fine fig-
ures in his first IPL game
after four seasons.

Punjab face team to beat Gujarat
Titans, who have Play-offs spot in mind Pune, May 02 (PTI):

The pressure and de-
mands that come with cap-
taincy affected Ravindra
Jadeja's preparation and
performance, says
Mahendra Singh Dhoni,
who had encouraged the
all-rounder to take respon-
sibility as a skipper rather
than "spoon-feeding" him
after the initial two-match
transition period.

Jadeja had been ap-
pointed CSK skipper after
Dhoni decided to step
aside just before the tour-
nament began last month.

But the all-rounder
buckled under pressure
and eventually gave up the
job, forcing the franchise
to fall back on their most
trusted lieutenant.

Under Jadeja, CSK lost
six out of their eight
matches. India's most de-
pendable all-format all-
rounder's batting, bowling
and fielding also took a hit.

Back at the helm of af-
fairs, Dhoni, who has led
CSK to four titles, pro-
duced instant result as
CSK registered a 13-run
win over Sunrisers
Hyderabad to keep them-
selves afloat in the tourna-
ment on Sunday.

"I think Jadeja knew last
season he'd be captaining
this year. For the first two
games, I oversaw his work
and let him be later. After

that, I insisted he'd take
his own decisions and re-
sponsibility for them,"
Dhoni said at the post-
match presentation cere-
mony.

"Once you become cap-
tain, it means a lot of de-
mands come in. But it af-
fected his mind as the
tasks grew. I think captain-
cy burdened his prep and
performances."

Dhoni said Jadeja tak-
ing over the mantle of the
side was a gradual transi-
tion, which he wanted.

"He knew and got
enough time to prepare,
what is important is you
want him to lead the side
and I wanted that transi-
tion to happen. At the end
of the season, you don't
want him to feel as the cap-
taincy was done by some-
one else and I'm just going
for toss.

Captaincy pressure burdened
Jadeja’s preparations and 

performance: Dhoni

Surat, May 02 (PTI):

Yastika Bhatia scored a
sublime 71 off 45 balls but
that was enough as
Maharashtra outplayed
Baroda by six wickets to
enter the final of the
Senior Women's T20
Trophy here on Monday.

The Smriti Mandhana-
led Maharashtra restrict-
ed Baroda to 121 for seven
after opting to field at
Lalbhai Contractor
Stadium. Utkarsha Pawar
starred with the ball for
Maharashtra taking three
wickets for 21 runs in four
overs. India and Baroda
batter Yastika hit 10 fours
and a six in her counter-
attacking knock but her
effort went in vain as
Maharashtra coasted to
win in 19.1 overs.
Maharashtra Opener
Shivali Shinde made 44 off
37 balls and Tejal
Hasanbis 33 off 32 to en-
sure that her side chase
down the target comfort-
ably. Skipper Mandhana
scored a run a ball 13.

The second semifinal
between defending cham-
pions Railways and
Odisha will be played at
the same venue on
Monday evening.

Yastika’s 
special effort

goes in vain as
Maharashtra

beat Baroda by
six wickets to

enter final

Pune, May 02 (PTI):

Washington Sundar has
injured his bowling hand
again, revealed Sunrisers
Hyderabad head coach
Tom Moody, raising doubts
over the all-rounder's avail-
ability for the next game
against Delhi Capitals.

Washington, who made a
comeback in the game
against the Gujarat Titans
after missing three match-
es due to split webbing in
his bowling hand, re-in-
jured the same area while
fielding against CSK on
Sunday.

Following which the off-
spinner was unable to bowl
a single ball in Sunrisers'
13-run loss to CSK. While
he did come down to bat,
his stay in the middle last-
ed only two balls.

"It's very unfortunate
that he had a knock on the
same hand were he split
his webbing. It had healed
completely but he re-in-
jured that area, it's not in-
jured to the point that he
needs it re-stitched,"
Moody said at the post-
match presentation.

"But unfortunately, it
wasn't in a state were he
could bowl. It really did
have an impact on for us in
that early phase of bowl-
ing, given he has such a
critical bowler for us," he
added.

Sunrisers struggled
against CSK as their other
bowler T Natarajan was
also off the field for a con-
siderable time nursing an
injury. In the duo's absence,
skipper Kane Williamson
had to use the services of
part time spinner Aiden
Markram and batting all-
rounder Shashank Singh.

Markram (0/36) and
Singh (0/10) conceded 46
runs in 4 overs as CSK post-
ed 202/2 on the board.

Barcelona, May 02 (AP):

While Real Madrid's
players went back to train-
ing after celebrating the
club's latest Spanish
league title, Barcelona had
a peace offering for its fans
by ending an embarrass-
ing losing streak at Camp
Nou.

Goals from Memphis
Depay and Sergio
Busquets in each half
were enough to beat
Mallorca 2-1 and move
Barcelona back ahead of
Sevilla into second place.
More importantly, it
opened up a nine-point gap
over fifth-place Real Betis
in the fight for a top-four
finish and a lucrative
Champions League berth.

But the win was other-
wise made meaningless
after Madrid's 4-0 victory
over Espanyol the day be-
fore had clinched its
record-extending 35th
league title.

After parading the tro-
phy for thousands of fans
immediately after the win
on Saturday in the
Spanish capital, Madrid
coach Carlo Ancelotti put
out the cigar he was seen

smoking alongside his
players during the party
and ordered them back to
practice.

Madrid is preparing to
face Manchester City in
their Champions League
semifinal decider on
Wednesday and needs to
overturn a 4-3 loss in the

first leg. Madrid said that
Sunday's session included
sprints, strength exercises
and shooting practice.

Barcelona midfielder
Frenkie de Jong said it
was frustrating to watch
Madrid win the league.

We have not played well
this season and that is why

we could not compete with
them," he said.

"I hope that next season
will be different.

Xavi Hern ndez had
never promised that he
could make a Barcelona
side that had lost Lionel
Messi into an immediate
title winner when he took

over the club in November.
But after a good run of

wins earlier this year,
Barcelona had slumped to
three straight losses in the
same season for the first-
ever time at Camp Nou.
The last collapse, a 1-0 de-
feat to lowly C diz, had pro-
voked boos from the
crowd.

On Sunday Depay con-
trolled a long ball from
Jordi Alba before firing
home in the 25th minute.
Busquets doubled the lead
early in the second half
after he collected a re-
bound and shot from just
inside the area.

But what looked like a
comfortable victory was
put in doubt when
Antonio Ra llo slotted in a
free kick by Salva Sevilla
in the 79th.

Barcelona lost Gerard
Pique, who was returning
from injury, when he ap-
peared to hurt a leg in the
first half. He walked off
the field when replaced by
Eric Garcia.

Ansu Fati went on as a
late substitute for the 19-
year-old forward's first
minutes since he injured a
hamstring on Jan. 21.

Madrid, May 02 (AP):

Naomi Osaka and
Garbiae Muguruza were
among leading players to
be knocked out of the
Madrid Open on a day of
upsets.

Spain's Sara Sorribes
Tormo beat Osaka 6-3, 6-1
in the second round
Sunday on the Spanish
capital's outdoor clay
courts. Four-time Grand
Slam winner Osaka en-
joyed six aces but had her
serve broken five times by
Sorribes Tormo, who had
already bettered French
Open runner-up Anastasia
Pavlyuchenkova.

Osaka said that her
movement was limited by
pain in her left leg, which
was heavily taped.

I felt something in my
Achilles after my last
match, and like I wasn't re-
ally able to hit yesterday
because I wanted it to go
away, she said. Honestly, I
probably should have been
a bit smarter about the
whole way that I went
through everything.

I feel like I couldn't play
the way that I wanted to

play, like I was limited. ... I
don't even really know
what I did to my Achilles,
so I'm probably going to
get an ultrasound and see
what happened, and then
me and my team will kind
of move forward from
there.

Sorribes Tormo next
faces Daria Kasatkina
after she fought back to
upset fourth-seeded Maria
Sakkari 3-6, 6-3, 6-1.

Ukraine's Anhelina
Kalinina brushed aside
Muguruza 6-3, 6-0.

New Delhi, May 02 (PTI):

Regular match practice,
something Cheteshwar
Pujara was not able to get
due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic, is the reason for the
India batter's consistent
run in the ongoing County
Championship, reckons
his father and coach
Arvind Pujara.

Pujara, a veteran of 95
Tests, found himself out of
the Indian team after the
series loss in South Africa
alongside Ajinkya
Rahane.

The consistency that
has made him play close
to 100 Tests was not there
over past three seasons
when he averaged less
than 30, forcing the selec-
tors to look beyond him
for the home series
against Sri Lanka.

But with two double
centuries and a hundred
in three games for Sussex
this season, Pujara is
doing what is in his con-
trol as he looks to make a
comeback for the one-off
Test in England in July.

"I feel the lack of game
time was a big reason why
he could not be consistent
over the past three sea-
sons," his father Arvind,
who remains his only per-
sonal coach till date, told
PTI.

The pandemic struck,
Ranji Trophy was not hap-
pening and Cheteshwar
being a one format player,
found himself playing se-
ries to series with no
warm up games too, some-
times with long gaps in be-
tween (when India played
white-ball cricket).

"When you play the
likes of Australia and
England, you have to be on
the top of your game as
you don't get loose balls
that you may get at the do-
mestic level.

Madrid, May 02 (AP):

Rafael Nadal and Novak
Djokovic criticized
Wimbledon's decision to
exclude players from
Russia and Belarus from
taking part in this year's
tournament following
Russia's invasion of
Ukraine. The two tennis
greats said Sunday that
Wimbledon had acted un-
fairly.

I think it's very unfair of
(on) my Russian tennis
mates, my colleagues ... it's
not their fault what's hap-
pening in this moment
with the war, Nadal, a 21-
time Grand Slam winner,
said in Spain where both
he and Djokovic are
preparing to play in the
Madrid Open. I'm sorry for
them, Nadal said.

Wimbledon just took
their decision ... the gov-
ernment didn't force them
to do it." Nadal added: Let's
see what happens in the
next weeks, if the players
will take some kind of de-
cision in that regard. The
ATP and WTA tennis tours
have both publicly criti-
cized the All England

Club's decision which was
announced April 20.
Wimbledon starts on June
27. The prominent players
affected by the ban include
reigning U.S. Open cham-
pion Daniil Medvedev,
Andrey Rublev, and
French Open runner-up
A n a s t a s i a
Pavlyuchenkova, who are
all from Russia. Victoria
Azarenka of Belarus,
which has aided Russian
forces, would also be un-
able to play.

Djokovic compared the
situation of the excluded
players to what he went

through in January when
he was unable to play the
Australian Open. He was
deported from Australia
for not being vaccinated
against COVID-19.

It's not the same thing,
but going through some-
thing similar earlier this
year for myself, it's frus-
trating knowing that
you're not able to play,
Djokovic said.

I still stand by my posi-
tion that I don't support
the (Wimbledon) decision.
I think it's just not fair, it's
not right, but it is what it
is.

Barcelona ends losing run, champion Madrid preps for City

Barcelona's Gabonese midfielder Pierre-Emerick Aubameyang shoots during the Spanish League
football match between FC Barcelona and RCD Mallorca at the Camp Nou stadium in Barcelona.

Nadal, Djokovic slam Wimbledon
ban on Russian players

Osaka, Muguruza exit
Madrid Open in 2nd round

Spain's Sara Sorribes 
Tormo beat Osaka 6-3, 6-1 in

the second round.

Chennai, May 02 (PTI):

Two teams each will
represent India in the
Open and women's section
at the 44th Chess
Olympiad with five-time
world champion
Viswanathan Anand to be
the mentor of the home
teams at the prestigious
tournament, kicking off
here on July 28.

India being the host are
entitled to field two teams
each -- in Open category as
well as women's section --
for the first-time ever.

It has bolstered the
home team's medal
chances at the 14-day
event, which is expected to
witness participation of
world's top names from
more than 150 countries,
according to All India
Chess Federation (AICF).

Vidit Gujrathi, who led
India to gold medal in the
2020 Chess Olympiad, held
virtually, will be part of
India's first team in open
section alongside Pentala
Harikrishna and Chennai-
based Krishnan

Sasikiran, who have rep-
resented India on numer-
ous occasions. The 19-
year-old Arjun Erigaisi
and SL Narayanan will
also be part of the first
team. Arjun has been im-
pressive in the past year
and will be one of the
players to watch out for as
he makes his debut at the
event along with SL
Narayanan, whose solid
style has been very im-
pressive.

Chess Olympiad: India names
two teams in open and women’s
section, Anand to mentor squad

OOppeenn  --  IInnddiiaa  AA:: Vidit
Gujrathi, P Harikrishna,
Arjun Erigaisi, S L
Narayanan, K Sasikiran.
IInnddiiaa  BB:: Nihal Sarin, D
Gukesh, B Adhiban, R
Praggnanandhaa, Raunak
Sadhwani.
WWoommeenn:: India A: Koneru
Humpy, D Harika, R Vaishali,
Tania Sachdev, Bhakti
Kulkarni.
IInnddiiaa  BB  tteeaamm:: Vantika
Agarwal, Soumya
Swaminathan, Mary Ann
Gomes, Padmini Rout, Divya
Deshmukh.

The teams

Washington injured
his bowling hand again

Cheteshwar has got his ‘flow’
back with better match practice,

says father cum coach
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Ranchi, May 02 (PTI):

Jharkhand’s maiden
wildlife rescue centre,
which is under construc-
tion at Barwe village near
here, is ready to house res-
cued bears, deer, monkeys,
and leopards, officials said
on Monday. Some of the fa-
cilities are ready which
have been made opera-
tional for a few animals,
Principal Chief
Conservator of Forest
(wildlife), Ashish Rawat,
told PTI. The proposed
arrangements for rescued
elephants and hyenas are
due for completion in 2022-
23 fiscal, the officials said.
The rescue centre is being
built on a sprawling area of

100 acres on Ormanjhi-
Boriyo road, 22 km from
here, and it is expected to
be completed by 2024. It has
already been approved by
the Central Zoo Authority
(CZA), the officials said.
The centre is under con-
struction, and the infra-
structure required for res-
cued animals is being de-
veloped, Rawat said. On
Sunday, two sloth bears
were taken to the centre
after the animals were res-
cued from the state’s
Bokaro district. Six months
ago, a rescued langur was
brought to the centre.
Ranchi’s Divisional Forest
Officer (DFO) for Wildlife,
Umesh Sahani, who is look-
ing after the rescue centre,

told PTI, The moat for
bears on 40 decimal area is
ready. A few more improve-
ments will be carried out
this year.” The sloth bears,
which were rescued from
Bokaro, have been kept in
the moat, and they are
being given healthy and nu-
tritious food under the ob-
servation of Ranchi Zoo’s
veterinary doctor Om
Prakash Sahu, the DFO
said. The enclosures for
monkeys and deer are also
ready, he said. Construction
of the rescue centre began
in 2018-19 fiscal and around
Rs 8 crore has been spent
on the project, he said. A
hospital for animals, a
godown, and facilities like
water and electricity sup-

ply have already been com-
pleted. However, the centre
lacks dedicated veterinari-
ans and a rescue team, a
trained workforce, and ve-
hicles with cage facilities.
Besides, Jharkhand does
not have any dedicated
team for rescuing animals,
experts said. The Forest de-
partment has to struggle a
lot during a rescue opera-
tion. It neither has any ded-
icated rescue team nor
cages in the districts. Two
sloth bears were rescued on
Saturday evening in
Bokaro, but they could be
transported to Ranchi only
by Sunday afternoon,” for-
mer State Wildlife Board
member, D S Srivastava,
told PTI.

J’khand’s first wildlife
rescue centre gets ready 

Near Ranchi

People cool themselves with water on a hot summer day, at Wonderland water park in Jalandhar, Monday.

BEATING THE HEAT

New Delhi, May 02 (PTI):

Union Health Minister
Mansukh Mandaviya
will chair the 14th confer-
ence of the Central
Council of Health and
Family Welfare —
‘Swasthya Chintan
Shivir’ — in Kevadia in
Gujarat from May 5 to 7.

The objective of the
three-day conference is
to review the implemen-
tation of policies and
programmes relating to
medical and public
health sectors and to rec-
ommend ways and
means for their better
implementation, officials
said. The Central
Council of Health and

Family Welfare (CCHFW)
is an apex advisory body
of the Ministry of Health
and Family Welfare.

The conference will
have panel discussions
with eminent speakers
and experts from the
Ministry of Health and
Family Welfare, NITI
Aayog, industry fora,
startups, academia, etc.,
along with interactive
sessions with stakehold-
ers. The sessions are
planned in a manner to
allow for ample interac-
tion with stakeholders,
with a view to evolve a
participative approach
for time-bound imple-
mentation of policies
and programmes, accord-
ing to a ministry state-
ment.

Mandaviya to chair 3-day
healthcare meet in Kevadia
 From May 5

Guwahati, May 02 (PTI):

Assam Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma
on Monday said that his
government was taking
up several measures to
beautify the Ahom-era
relics and sites in
Sivasagar, and convert
the place into a global
tourism hub. Talking to
reporters at Sivasagar
after visiting the Ahom
dynasty amphitheatre

Rang Ghar’, Sarma said
plans had been drawn for
expanding its premises
by procuring adjacent
land and provisions
made for paying ade-
quate compensation to
the plot owners.“We
want to further beautify
Rang Ghar, convert the
place into a global
tourism hub,” he stated.
“We want to develop
open spaces near the
Rang Ghar, where artists
and performers can prac-
tice or teach Bihu, while
these can be viewed from
the pavilion of the am-
phitheatre,” Sarma ex-
plained.

On his visit to the
Sivasagar Tai museum,
the CM said plans are
afoot to expand it and col-
lect scattered artefacts
related to Tai and Ahom
history for conservation
under its roof.

‘Plans afoot to beautify
Ahom-era sites in Sivasagar’

Himanta Biswa Sarma

PPaannaajjii,,  MMaayy  0022  ((PPTTII))::

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
has agreed to the holding of
one of the G20 summit events
in Goa, which will give a major
boost to the state that is
emerging as the most pre-
ferred tourist destination in the
country post the COVID-19
pandemic, Chief Minister
Pramod Sawant said on
Monday. He was speaking at
the launch event of online

tourism services under Goa
Registration of Tourist Trade
Act in Porvorim. “The PM has
agreed to hold one of the
events of G-20 summit in
Goa,which will give a major
boost to the state. Post-COVID-
19, the state has emerged as a
most preferred tourist destina-
tion,” he said. India, which will
hold the G20 presidency from
December 1, 2022 to November
30, 2023, is expected to host
the G20 summit next year. The
online platform launched dur-
ing the day will help make Goa
the tourism capital of the coun-
try, the CM said, adding that
those from the hotel industry,
adventure and water sports,
hinterland tourism and guides
must take advantage of it.

Sawant said the online plat-
form will help businesses get
officially registered with the
government, while websites
can benefit through govern-
ment advertisements.

‘Goa to host one 
G20 summit event’

Pramod Sawant
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New Delhi, May 02: 

No individual can be
forced to get vaccinated
against COVID-19, the
Supreme Court said on
Monday and asked the
Centre to make public data
on the immunisation's ad-
verse events.

Bodily autonomy and in-
tegrity are protected under
Article 21 of the
Constitution, a bench of
Justices L Nageswara Rao
and B R Gavai said while
suggesting that there be no
restrictions on unvaccinat-
ed people in public areas
till Covid numbers are low.

On the basis of available

material, and considering
expert views, the current
COVID-19 vaccine policy
cannot be said to be mani-
festly arbitrary and unrea-
sonable, the apex court
said.

'Till numbers are low, we
suggest that relevant or-
ders are followed and no
restriction is imposed on
unvaccinated individuals

on access to public areas or
recall the same if already
not done,' the bench said.

The apex court also di-
rected the Union of India
to publish reports on ad-
verse events of vaccines
from the public and doc-
tors on a publicly accessi-
ble system without com-
promising on the data of
individuals.

The apex court was
hearing a plea filed by Dr
Jacob Puliyel, a former
member of the National
Technical Advisory Group
on Immunisation, who has
sought directions to also
disclose post-vaccination
data regarding adverse

events. On the issue of vac-
cination for children, the
bench said that it is not
possible to second guess
the opinion of experts and
the vaccination indeed fol-
lows global standards and
practices.

'On paediatric vaccines,
the decision taken by the
Union of India to vacci-
nate children in the coun-
try is in tune with global
standards... We direct the
Union of India to make
sure the key findings of
the stages of trials already
approved by regulatory au-
thorities for children be
made public at the earli-
est,' it said.

Eid-Ul-Fitr today
RRaaiippuurr:: The state govern-
ment on Monday declared
May 2 as a public holiday
to mark Eid-ul-Fitr and
issued a notification in
this connection. An order
issued on Monday by the
government said all gov-
ernment offices including
public sector undertak-
ings, educational institu-
tions and banks will
remain closed on Tuesday
under the Negotiable
Instruments Act.

Discharged 
MMuummbbaaii:: Veteran actor
Mithun Chakraborty, who
was admitted to a
Bengaluru hospital
recently, has been dis-
charged. Chakraborty's
visit to the hospital was
part of a routine check up
and there is nothing to be
worried about, the actor's
spokesperson said on
Monday. "He had gone
for a routine check up
and there is nothing to
worry about. He is
already at home. He is
absolutely fit and fine.

Expelled
SShhiimmllaa:: The Aam Aadmi
Party has expelled its
Himachal Pradesh social
media incharge Harpreet
Singh Bedi over his
alleged pro-Khalistan
tweets. The move came
after the ruling BJP on
Sunday accused Bedi of
openly supporting
Khalistan, alleging that
he had put out a series of
tweets in its support
some years ago. 

Injured 
MMaahhiissaaggaarr:: Four students
of a government primary
school in Gujarat's
Mahisagar district were
injured after cement plas-
ter from the roof of the
lobby fell on them on
Monday, officials said.
The incident took place in
the morning when stu-
dents had gathered in the
lobby of the school in
Pratappura for the
farewell function of a
retiring teacher, said dis-
trict primary education
officer (DPEO) PN Modi.
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A girl splashes Tawi river
water with her hair to beat
the heat on a hot summer
day, in Jammu, Monday.
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Berlin, May 02 (PTI): 

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on
Monday met German
Chancellor Olaf Scholz
here and the two leaders
reviewed the full range of
bilateral ties, including
giving an impetus to trade
as well as cultural link-
ages.

Modi arrived in Berlin
on Monday morning on
the first leg of his three-na-
tion Europe trip that will
also take him to Denmark
and France. The visit
comes amid the Ukraine
crisis, which has united
much of Europe against
Russia.

Prime Minister Modi
was received by
Chancellor Scholz in a cer-
emonial welcome at the

Federal Chancellery in
Berlin upon his arrival for
talks. He was accorded the
Guard of Honour at the
forecourt of the Federal
Chancellery in Berlin.

The two leaders there-
after met in one-on-one for-
mat followed by delegation
level talks. The meeting

was held prior to the sixth
round of Biennial Inter
G o v e r n m e n t a l
Consultations (IGC) be-
tween India and Germany.

"Expanding India-
Germany cooperation. PM
@narendramodi and
Chancellor Scholz meet in
Berlin. @Bundeskanzle,"

the Prime Minister's Office
tweeted. This is Prime
Minister Modi's first meet-
ing with Scholz as German
Chancellor, who assumed
office in December, 2021.

Bilaspur, May 02: 

Four people arrested for
allegedly tying a man to a tree
and thrashing him with sticks
in Bilaspur district last week
have been remanded in judi-
cial custody for 15 days, police
said on Monday.
A fifth accused, who is a
minor, has been sent to a juve-
nile home, an official added.
The five were held after a
video purportedly showing
them hang the man, identified
as Mahaveer Suryawanshi
(26), upside down from a tree
and thrashing him with sticks
went viral on April 30.
Manish Khare (30), Yuvraj
Khare (25), Janu Bhargav alias
Vishwajit (20) and Bhim
Kesarwani (21), all natives of

Uchchbhatti village, were pro-
duced on Sunday in a court
here which remanded them in
judicial custody for 15 days,
while the 15-year-old boy was
sent to a juvenile remand
home by the Juvenile Justice
Board, the official said.
They have been charged under
IPC sections 307 (attempt to
murder), 342 (wrongful con-
finement), 147 (rioting) and
other offences based on the
statement of the victim, he
said.
Suryawanshi, who had gone
missing after the assault inci-
dent that took place on April
28 near Uchchbhatti, was
located at his sister's place in
Parsada village and was
admitted in the Chhattisgarh
Institute of Medical Sciences
(CIMS) hospital here with his
entire body swollen from the
beating, the official added.

Patna, May 02 (PTI): 

Political strategist
Prashant Kishor on
Monday caused ripples in
Bihar politics, indicating
his turn towards active pol-
itics in his home state with
a cryptic tweet that it is
time for him to go to the
people to better understand
their issues and the path of
"Jan Suraj" (people's good

governance). Kishor, who
had been with the JD(U)
briefly and was on the
verge of joining the
Congress recently before
things fell through, is likely
to address a press confer-
ence on May 5 where he
will spell out out his next

move amid speculation
whether he will launch a
political party or just an
outreach programme,
something which he had
dabbled in earlier too. "My
quest to be a meaningful
participant in democracy &
help shape pro-people poli-
cy led to a 10-year roller
coaster ride! As I turn the
page, time to go to the Real
Masters, THE PEOPLE, to
better understand the is-
sues & the path to Jan
Suraj-Peoples Good
Governance. Beginning
from Bihar," he tweeted.

New Delhi, May 02 (PTI): 

"Some Godse bhakts" in
the Prime Minister's Office
had got FIRs registered
against him, Gujarat legis-
lator Jignesh Mevani al-
leged on Monday and
termed his arrest by the
Assam Police a "pre-
planned conspiracy" to de-
stroy him ahead of assem-
bly elections in the state.

Mevani, who was re-
leased on Saturday, also

said his arrest was an act
of "56-inch cowardice" that
had undermined Gujarat's
pride, an apparent swipe at
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's 56-inch chest asser-
tion. Addressing a press
conference, Mevani an-

nounced that he would
take to the streets and en-
sure a Gujarat Bandh on
June 1 on a raft of issues --
seeking action against
those behind the leak of 22
exam papers, the recent re-
covery of "Rs 1.75 lakh-
crore" worth of drugs from
the Mundra Port, and to
press for the withdrawal of
all cases against Dalits in
Una and against minori-
ties in the state. "Some
Godse-bhakts sitting in the
PMO have got serious FIRs
registered against me over
my mere tweeting," he told
reporters at the Congress
headquarters here.

Mumbai, May 02 (PTI) 

Maharashtra
minister Nawab
Malik, arrested by
the ED in a money
laundering case,
was admitted to
hospital on
Monday after he
complained of
fever and diar-
rhoea, his lawyer
told a special court here
and claimed that Malik's
health had deteriorated
and he was in a "serious"
condition.

Last week, Malik (62),
who was lodged in the

Arthur Road jail here, had
sought interim bail on

medical ground
from the special
court for trial of
criminal cases
against MPs and
MLAs.

When the mat-
ter came up for
hearing on
Monday, Malik's
lawyer Kushal

Mor told the court that
when the NCP leader's
family members went to
give him home food, they
were told that he was shift-
ed to the state-run J J
Hospital.

Chandigarh, May 02 (PTI):

Incharge for Punjab af-
fairs at the AICC Harish
Chaudhary has written to
Congress president Sonia
Gandhi, seeking discipli-
nary action against former
state unit chief Navjot
Singh Sidhu for trying to
"portray himself above the
party".

In the letter dated April
23, which surfaced on
Monday, Chaudhary also
forwarded a detailed note of
Punjab Congress president
Amrinder Singh Raja
Warring regarding Sidhu's

"current activities".
Chaudhary noted in the let-
ter that Sidhu relentlessly
criticised the previous
Congress government de-
spite being asked not to do
so. "Ma'am president, Shri
Sidhu cannot be allowed to
portray himself above the
party and to set an example
for others to breach the
party discipline," he said.

"It is, therefore, recom-
mended that an explanation
must be sought from Shri
Sidhu as to why a discipli-
nary proceedings should
not be initiated against,"
wrote Chaudhary.

Modi holds summit meet with Germany’s Olaf 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi with Chancellor of Germany Olaf
Scholz, during a meeting in Berlin, Germany, Monday.

Both leaders are reviewing
the full range of bilateral ties
between India and Germany,
including giving an impetus
to trade as well as cultural
linkages. Discussions covered
key areas of bilateral cooper-
ation under the overall strate-
gic partnership, as well as
regional and global develop-
ments. "The momentum of
high level exchanges with our
Strategic Partner continues,"
Ministry of External Affairs
Spokesperson Arindam
Bagchi said in a tweet.

Area of discussion

Asserting that India is on the
side of peace, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi said on
Monday that India believes
there will be no winner in
the Russia-Ukraine conflict
and all will suffer losses.
Addressing a joint press
event with German
Chancellor Olaf Scholz here,
Modi said that from the start
of the Ukraine crisis, India
has called for immediate
cessation of hostilities and
stressed that talks are the
only solution to resolve the
dispute. "We believe that
there will be no winner in
this war and all will suffer
losses. Therefore, we are on
the side of peace," he said.

‘No winner in 
Russia-Ukraine conflict’

Four men remanded in judicial
custody for thrashing villager
̈ Minor accused sent

to juvenile home

Nawab Malik admitted to
hospital, lawyer says serious

Prashant Kishor talks of
new political beginning

̈ Set for plunge in
Bihar politics, says
time to go to people

AICC for disciplinary
action against Sidhu

Nobody can be forced to get COVID-19 vaccines: SC

Ahmedabad, May 02 (PTI): 

Gujarat Congress working presi-
dent Hardik Patel on Monday
removed his designation and
party poll symbol of 'hand' from
his Twitter profile amid mount-
ing speculation that he may
leave the opposition party
ahead of the Assembly polls due
later this year. The removal
comes days after Patel
expressed displeasure over the
functioning of the state party
leadership. The firebrand
leader, who spearheaded the
Patidar community agitation in
Gujarat for reservation in jobs
and education, has described
himself as a "Proud Indian patri-
ot" in his new profile on Twitter.

New Delhi, May 02 (PTI): 

The Supreme Court on
Monday held that excess pay-
ment made to an employee
cannot be recovered after his
retirement on the ground
that the said increments
were granted on account of
an error.

A bench of Justices S A
Nazeer and Vikram Nath
said restraining back recov-
ery of excess payment, is
granted by courts, not be-
cause of any right in the em-
ployees, but in equity, in the
exercise of judicial discre-
tion to relieve the employees
from the hardship that will
be caused to him. "If the ex-
cess amount was not paid on

account of any misrepresen-
tation or fraud of the em-
ployee or if such excess pay-
ment was made by the em-
ployer by applying a wrong
principle for calculating the
pay/allowance or based on a
particular interpretation of
rule/order which is subse-
quently found to be erro-
neous, such excess payment
of emoluments or al-
lowances are not recover-
able. "This relief against the
recovery is granted not be-
cause of any right of the em-
ployees but in equity, exercis-
ing judicial discretion to pro-
vide relief to the employees
from the hardship that will
be caused if the recovery is
ordered," said the bench.

‘My arrest pre-planned conspiracy’
̈ Designed by 

Godse-bhakts in PMO,
act of cowardice

Jignesh Mevani 

Hardik Patel 
distances from Cong

Breather to retired employees
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Bhilai, May 02: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
launched the
Mukhyamantri Mitan
Yojana during a virtual
event held on Sunday.
Mukhyamantri Mitan
Yojana has been rolled out
with the aim of providing
services to the citizens at
their homes with complete
transparency and in the
stipulated time frame. Now
the citizens of the city will
be able to take advantage of
this scheme and will be
able to access service at
home. Through toll free
number 14545 and portal
http://cgmitaan.in, they
will be able to get informa-
tion about the process and
necessary documents relat-
ed to government services.
With this scheme, the com-
mon citizens will be able to
easily get the benefits of
government services
through ‘Mitaan’ while sit-
ting at their home. By using
the Call center / toll free
and portal, people will be
able to apply and seek the
necessary documents like
birth certificate, death cer-
tificate, marriage certifi-
cate, birth certificate cor-
rection, death certificate
correction, marriage cer-
tificate correction, shop

and establishment registra-
tion / Gumasta license,
domicile certificate, SC /
ST certificate, backward
class certificate, income
certificate, duplicate of
land documents and land
information, etc. This
scheme would reduce the
pressure on government of-
fices and citizens will get
the benefit of services in
the stipulated time. This
will also save the precious
time of people, travelling
expenses and people will
get rid of unnecessary vis-
its to offices. Government
and private sector employ-
ees will not have to take
leave from their work to
visit the government of-
fices. They will be able to
get their work done
through Mitaan. This
scheme is also very benefi-
cial for persons with dis-
abilities or who are inca-
pable of visiting the office.
On contacting the portal
and call center, after com-
pleting the departmental
process of documents,
Mitaan will visit the home
of the applicant for deliver-
ing the document. Any resi-
dent of Municipal
Corporation Bhilai area
can take advantage of the
service provided under

Mukhyamantri Mitan
Yojana. Initially three
Mitaans have been appoint-
ed in Bhilai Corporation
for this scheme. MLA
Devendra Yadav said that
this scheme will provide
convenience to the citizens.
Mayor Neeraj Pal said that
people will get rid of unnec-
essary visits to offices and
will get the benefit of serv-
ice at home. Mayor Neeraj
Pal, Corporation
Commissioner Prakash
Surve, Bhilai District
Congress President
Mukesh Chandrakar,
Speaker Girwar Bunty
Sahu, Additional
Commissioner Ashok
Dwivedi, MLA representa-
tive and MIC member
Ekansh Banchore, MIC
member Siju Anthony,
Laxmipati Raju,
Chandrashekhar Gavai,
Lal Chand Verma, Mannan
Ghaffar Khan, Zone
Presidents Jalandhar
Singh and Rajesh
Chaudhary, Health Officer
Dharmendra Mishra,
Assistant Engineer Tapan
Agrawal, Deepti Sahu and
Ashok Kashyap from the
data center were present
during the launch of
Mukhyamantri Mitan
Yojana.

Mukhyamantri Mitan Yojana
implemented in all civic bodies 

BBhhiillaaii,,  MMaayy  0022::  Lok Sabha
Member Vijay Baghel recently
paid visit to the bereaved fami-
ly of Late Devendra Markande,
who died due to electrocution
in Gauthan of Nagar Panchayat
Patan. He paid tributes to the
departed soul and expressed
condolences. He interacted
with the bereaved family mem-
bers and stated that he is
always there for them in every
moment of happiness and sor-
row. Baghel assured to provide
an automatic tricycle to the
Divyang son of the deceased

and provided assistance of Rs
10000 each to his wife and
father. Targeting the Chief
Minister and Patan MLA, Vijay
Baghel said that the amount of
financial assistance provided

to the family of Late Devendra
Markandey is at par with the
general cases of death like
electrocution, drowning in
water, etc. This amount is pro-
vided by the government

through SDM and Collectors.
The representatives of the gov-
ernment are sitting silent after
providing the nominal compen-
sation. Till now, the govern-
ment has not expressed any

sympathy for the relatives of
the deceased. MP Baghel said
that as a true tribute to
Devendra, the Chhattisgarh
Government must provide gov-
ernment job to a member of
the bereaved family. 

Further, proper compensa-
tion must be provided to the
family just like the way
Chhattisgarh CM provided
monetary aid to the families of
the deceased in Uttar Pradesh.
The worker of the CM’s ambi-
tious plan must get proper
compensation, he said.

MP Baghel demands proper compensation for sanitation worker killed in Gauthan mishap 
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Chamber’s delegation submit
memo to Choubey

Raipur, May 02: State
President of Chhattisgarh
Chamber of Commerce
and Industries, Amar
Parwani, General
Secretary, Ajay Bhasin,
Treasurer Uttam Golchha,
Working President,
Rajendra Jaggi, Vikram
Singhdeo, Ram Mandhan,
Manmohan Agrawal said
that May 2nd , the delega-
tion of the Chamber, head-
ed by Chamber State
President Amar Parwani
met State Agriculture
Minister Ravindra
Choubey and submitted a
memorandum regarding
grant of exemption in

Mandi Fee and Farmer
Welfare Fee. Chamber State
President, Amar Parwani
said that for the last many
years, pulse mill, poha mill,
pulses, oilseeds, grain and
grocery traders are being
given exemption in market
fee. Also, the notification of
the traders (importers) has
not been issued yet, which
has created an imbalance
in the trade situation at
present. Parwani further
said that in the past, exemp-
tion has been given to the
pulse mill till the year 2024.
This year the exemption
given in mandi fee in pulse
mill has been given exemp-

tion from the date of notifi-
cation i.e. from  March 23,
2022 to March 31, 2024,
whereas according to the
old notification, mandi fee
and farmer welfare fee was
implemented from
December 1, 2021.
Confusion has arisen on the
basis of the present notifi-
cation. Therefore, a clear
order should be issued so
that the status of discounts
in the pulse mill could be
clear. State Agriculture
Minister Ravindra
Choubey, taking a positive
approach after seeing the
above memorandum, as-
sured the delegation that a
proper decision will be
taken in this issue soon.

Chamber State President
Amar Parwani, Working
President Ram Mandhan,
Secretary Jawahar
Tharani, Bhatapara Poha
Mill Association’s Anil
Rochlani, Ranjit Dawani,
Rakesh, Ajay Mandhan
were prominently present
in the delegation.

BoB, Raipur distributes prizes to meritorious students

Raipur, May 02: Bank of
Baroda, with the objective
of popularizing and propa-
gating Hindi as a commu-
nication language among
the people of the country,
especially among the
younger generation, has
been awarding meritori-
ous students of M.A.
Hindi merit list, since 2006
in 68 universities of the
country under the
‘Baroda Meritorious
Students felicitation’
scheme.

In this series, on May 1st
2022, at the 59th
Foundation Day celebra-
tions of Pandit Ravi
Shankar Shukla
University, Raipur, under
the said important scheme
of Bank of Baroda:
‘Baroda Meritorious

Students felicitation’, M.A.
Hindi (final year) academ-
ic year 2020-21 , the stu-
dents who got the highest
marks in the female and
male category, was felici-
tated at the 59th
Foundation Day celebra-
tions of Pandit Ravi
Shankar Shukla
University, Raipur in the
presence of Chief Guest
Mr. Umesh Patel, Higher
Education Minister,
Government of
Chhattisgarh, Dr. Kesari
Lal Verma, Vice
Chancellor and Mr.
Abhishek Bharti, Deputy
Regional Manager, Bank
of Baroda, Raipur Region.
As the first prize under
the said scheme, K. Tulsi
Singh was awarded Rs
11000 and second prize

was given to Kushal
Kumar by handing over a
cheque of Rs 7500 and a ci-
tation.

On the occasion, for the
students of Pandit Ravi
Shankar Shukla
University, Raipur, Bank
of Baroda, Raipur Region
organised the online ex-
tempore competition on
March 03, 2022, including
the 10 students who got
the highest marks in the
competition, Bank of
Baroda, Bhopal Zone or-
ganised Inter-State
University Online Hindi
Lecture Competition, on
March 16, 2022 between
the students of Pandit
Ravi Shankar Shukla
University, Raipur and
Vikram University, Ujjain,
in which the winners of
Pandit Ravi Shankar
Shukla University, Rashmi
Sahu, Sajiya Kausar and
Akash Narange were
awarded with first prize,
third prize and consola-
tion prize. University fac-
ultiress, students and staff
members of Bank of
Baroda were present on
the said occasion.

Fire breaks out in
Prayas Hostel 

Raipur, May 02: Fire broke
out in the Prayas Hostel in
Janta Colony in Gudhiyari
here on Tuesday morning
and on getting information
about the same, all the stu-
dents in the hostel got panic
and were moved out imme-
diately. It is learnt that when
the fire broke out in Prayas
Hostel, at that time there
was exam going on. Though
the fire-brigade team with
help of the police personnel
gained control on fire well

on time and this incident is
that of Gudhiyari thana.

There are reports that fire
broke out in the computer
store room of Prayas Hostel
in Gudhiyari and due to
which a dozen computers
sets were gutted in fire.
There are also report that
many documents were also
gutted in fire. This fire inci-
dent in Prayas Hostel has
raised questions on safety
and security of students and
as to what is the reason be-
hind fire breaking out is yet
to be known and who will be
held responsible would be
known only after complete
inquiry is done.

‘Gems and Jewelery Park to come soon in Raipur’

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, May 02: The
construction work of
Gems and Jewelery
Park, which is going to
be built in Pandri,
Raipur, will start soon.
With its construction,
traders, residents and
traders coming from
other states will get an
opportunity to shop at
one place. The said as-
surance was given by
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel to the delegation
of Raipur Sarafa

Association on Monday.
Raipur Sarafa
Association, President,
Harakh Malu,
Laxminarayan Lahoti,
Prahlad Soni, Indrajit
Saluja, Devendra Soni,
Pramit Niyogi, Rajendra
Sethia, Pankaj Vaid,
Amar Barlota, Deepak

Jain were present in the
delegation. On the occa-
sion, Mr. Harakh Malu
informed Chief Minister
Mr. Bhupesh Baghel that
the construction work of
Gems and Jewelery
Park, which is going to
be built at Pandri,
Raipur, has not started

since last many years, de-
cision should be taken on
its construction work
soon. With the construc-
tion of Gems and
Jewelery Park, apart
from the  Raipur, the bul-
lion traders coming from
outside Chhattisgarh
and Chhattisgarh will
get all the facilities
under one roof like
Wholesale Retail,
Refinery, Artisan, Hall
Marking Center, High
Security, Bank, ATM,
Police station and all
other facilities  will be
available. Apart from
this, keeping in mind the
safety and public conven-
ience of the bullion mar-
ket located in the main
market and out of the
city, the construction

work of Gems and
Jewelery Park should be
started soon. Mr. Malu
informed the Chief
Minister that as soon as
Congress government
was formed in the state,
in the first budget, an-
nounced a separate pro-
vision of Rs.350 crore for
Gems and Jewelery
Park, it was announced
to be constructed on the
basis of public-private
partnership. Giving con-
crete assurance to the
delegation of Raipur
Sarafa Association,
Chief Minister Mr.
Baghel said that soon
the Gems and Jewelery
Park would start taking
its shape in Pandri and
the construction work
would also start in a few

months.
Its construction will

benefit Chhattisgarh as
well as neighboring
states and the demand
for jewelery will in-
crease in Chhattisgarh
and it will benefit the
state government as
well as the bullion
traders here.
Chhattisgarh will also
become a hub for jewel-
ery manufacturing. The
Chief Minister in-
formed the delegation
that a 3-year Gems and
Gemology course on
Gems and Jewelery has
been started in Pandit
Ravi Shankar Shukla
University, which will
benefit the students of
Chhattisgarh apart from
Raipur and nearby areas.

Vaccination is a protective shield
against Covid-19: Baghel

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, May 02: Chief
Minister Bhupesh
Baghel administered the
Precaution Dose vaccine
to protect against Covid-
19 at his residence here
on Monday. Appealing to

the people of the state on
this occasion, the Chief
Minister said that vacci-
nation is a protective
shield against Covid-19.

All people must get
vaccinated to protect
against Covid-19 accord-
ing to the prescribed cri-
teria and guide line.
Those people who have
to get the precaution
dose, they must adminis-
ter the vaccine as soon as
possible. Mr. Baghel has
said that the threat of
Covid-19 is not over yet,
so everyone should fol-
low the Covid-19 guide-
line.

Finance department issues
order for hiked 5% DA

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, May 02: The dec-
laration by CM Bhupesh
Baghel for 5% hike in
their DA has been brought
into effect and implement-
ed as well. The Finance
Department of the state
government issued orders
for payment of additional
5% DA within 24 hrs of
the declaration made by
CM. This decision is going
to benefit more than 4
lakh government officers
and employees and

around 1 lakh retired gov-
ernment employees will
benefitted.

It  is notable here that
CM Bhupesh Baghel has
made declaration of 5%
additional DA to govern-
ment officers and employ-
ees on occasion of Labour
Day on May 1.

In the order issued by
the Finance Department,
there is mention that the
government employees
were being paid 17% DA
in the 7th pay-commission
from July 2021 and DA at
the rate of 164% under the
6th Pay-commission. The
state government took a
decision the government
officers and employees

will be paid 5% additional
DA i:e at 22% under the
7th Pay-commission from
1 May 2022 and making a
hike of 10% under the 6th
Pay-commission, they will
be paid DA at 174%.

The state government
has taken a decision that
the hike DA will be paid in
cash on May 1, 2022 and it
will be calculated on the
basis of basic salary and
in this special salary, indi-
vidual salary will not be
included. No part of the
DA will not be treated as
part of the salary under
basic rule 9 (2). This order
will also be applicable on
UCG, AICTE, contingency
employees as well.

Four IAS officers given
additional charge

Raipur, May 02: There
are slight changes in the
portfolio of four IAS offi-
cers in the state secretari-
at. Dr Ayyaz Tamboli
along with Jai Prakash
Mourya and Pushpa Sahu
and Dr Alok Shukla have
been given additional re-
sponsibilities.

As per the orders, Dr
Ayyaz F Tamboli, an IAS
of 2009 batch, working as
CEO Nava Raipur Atal
Nagar Vikas Pradhikaran
and having additional
charge of Nodal Officer,
Narwa, Ghurwa,
Gharuwa and Badi and
Chhattisgarh Godhan
Nyay Yojana, has been
given an additional charge
as Special Secretary

Agriculture Department
and as in-charge officer of
‘Mati Pujan Abhiyan’.

Jaiprakash Mourya, an
IAS officer of 2010 batch,
working as Director
Mining and Mineral and
having additional charge
as in-charge MD, CG State
Mineral Development
Corporation (CSMDC) and
Director Town & Country
Planning, has been given
an additional charge of
Joint Director Mineral
Resources Department .

Similarly Pushpa Sahu,
an IAS officer of 2012
batch, working as Joint
Director Mineral
Department  and having
an additional charge of Jt.
Secy. Panchayat and Rural

development department
has been temporarily post-
ed as Joint Secy. Panchayat
and Rural Development
Department and given an
additional charge of Joint
Secy. Forest Department.

Dr Alok Shukla (IAS),
working as Principal
Secretary Parliamentary
works deptt; additional
charge of Principal Secy
Skill Development,
Technical Education and
Employment deptt and
Principal Secy School
Education Department
and others has been given
an additional charge as
Co-ordinator  Rural
Industrial Park, C-Mart
and ’Godhan Nyay
Mission’

CS gave necessary instructions to officers
regarding CM’s state-wide tour

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, May 02: Chief
Secretary Amitabh Jain
on Monday took a meet-
ing of Commissioner,
Collector, Inspector
General of Police and
Superintendents of
Police through video con-
ferencing and gave neces-
sary instructions regard-
ing arrangements during
the state-wide tour of
Chief Minister  Bhupesh
Baghel. The Chief
Secretary has instructed
the officers to take
prompt action on the in-
structions and an-
nouncements of the
Chief Minister during
the visit. In this regard,
the officers of the Chief
Minister’s Secretariat
should also be informed
immediately. During the
visit, necessary instruc-

tions were given regard-
ing the Chief Minister’s
meeting programme,
Jan Choupal and other
arrangements. On this
occasion, Additional
Chief Secretary to the
Chief Minister Mr.
Subrat Sahoo, DGP Mr.

Ashok Juneja and IG
Mr. Anand Chhabda
also talked to the offi-
cials regarding the nec-
essary arrangements
during the Chief
Minister’s visit.

On this occasion,
Secretary to the Chief

Minister, Mr.
Siddhartha Komal

Pardeshi also addressed
the officials.

AFTERMATH

The flexes in the hoardings were blown off and cover of round-about of Traffic Police
box was also blown off when strong winds and light showers lashed capital city here
on Monday evening.

Amount of hiked DA
to be paid in cash in
May 2022

p CM administered
precaution dose of
Covid-19 vaccine

Central Chronicle News

Korba, May 02: P.M. Jena
has taken charge of NTPC
Korba as Chief General
Manager (CGM) with ef-
fect from 1 May 2022.

Jena has more than 37
years of experience with
NTPC and has previously
worked in other NTPC
Units like Singrauli,
Talcher Kaniha, ER-II HQ
and BRBCL. During his
tenure in Bhubaneswar,
Jena was in-charge of
rural electrification for
Deendayal Upadhyay
Grameen Vidyut Yojna
and Saubhagya Yojna and
successfully coordinated
the electrification
process.

An Electrical
Engineering Graduate
from NIT Rourkela,
Orissa, Jena joined NTPC
as Executive Engineering
Trainee in 1985. He has
rich and varied experi-
ence in areas of Fuel
Management, Electrical
Maintenance, Project Co-
ordination, Project
Construction etc.

RRaaiippuurr:: CM Bhupesh Baghel
will be meeting general pub-
lic during his tour to different
Vidhan Sabhas from May 4.
During this tour, CM Bhupesh
Baghel will take stock of
implementation of various
public welfare schemes of the
state government at ground-
level. Massive preparations
have been done for this VS
tour of CM and his first tour
will start from Surguja divi-
sion. After this he will tour
Bastar division and every he
will land in any three villages
in a Vidhan Sabha area. 

Meeting the general pub-
lic, public reps, social organi-

sations, CM will take feed-
back from them on imple-
mentation of various public
welfare schemes. During the
tour he will visit villages,
tehsil office, police thanas,
janpad offices, schools,
‘anganbadis’, health centres
and its working, and take
stock of roads, water and
other basic amenities.
Meeting the general public,
public representatives in per-
son he will hold discussions
with them and take feedback
as well, along with their opin-
ions and suggestions and
take halt in the same VS on
that day.

CM VS tour to start 
from Surguja div.

PM Jena takes charge as
CGM NTPC Korba 

Chief Minister
assured the delega-
tion of Raipur
Sarafa Association

p No casualties; a
dozen computers
gutted in fire
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ALL SET FOR EID FESTIVAL

Cover on top of the place for ‘namaz’ in the Masjid has been placed, so as to provide
relief to ‘Rozedars’ on occasion of ‘Eid-ul-Fitr’ celebrations on Tuesday.

Formal conversation held
with an Artist

Central Chronicle News

Bilaspur, May 02: A for-
mal interaction was or-
ganized with an artist on
April 28 under the aegis
of SPIC MACAY and
Education Department,
Guru Ghasidas
University, Bilaspur.

In the above program,
Ajay Srivastava, coordi-
nator of Chhattisgarh
chapter of SPIC Mackay
and Bhaskar Chaurasia,
Coordinator of SPIC
MACAY, Guru Ghasidas
University, Bhaskar
Chaurasia, Dean,
Student Welfare, Guru
Ghasidas University Dr.
M.N. Tripathi, Dr. Sujit
Kumar Mishra (Head of
Department, Education
Department) and the sen-
ior teachers of the de-
partment, Dr. CS
Vazhalwar and all the

teachers of the education
department, research
scholars and students of
B.Ed and M.Ed were
present.

The chief guest of the
program was world
renowned Odissi dancer,
Janhavi Behera and her
team members Harpriya
Swain, Soumya Ranjan
Nayak, and Ashish
Kumar.

The program started
with the welcome ad-
dress of the guests by Dr.
Sujit Kumar Mishra,
Head of the Department.

Speaking about the
achievements of the
Chief Guest, Jahnavi
Behera, Ajay Srivastava,
the Coordinator of the
Chhattisgarh chapter of
SPIC MACAY, introduced
her.

The Chief Guest of the
program, Jahnavi

Behera, presented the ex-
pressions of Odissi
dance, postures and cos-
tumes in front of the stu-
dents in simple and inter-
esting words. She gave a
beautiful presentation of
Sita Haran and Krishna
Leela in the said pro-
gram.

Dean, Student Welfare,
Guru Ghasidas
University, Dr. M.N.
Tripathi said that this
program, organized in
the Education
Department, showing the
relationship between
music and Mother
Saraswati as a pleasant
coincidence.

The vote of thanks at
the end of the program
was given by Dr. Sambit
Kumar Padhi, Assistant
Professor, Department of
Education, Guru
Ghasidas University. The
program was conducted
by Dr. Rajeshwari Garg,
Assistant Professor,
Department of
Education, Guru
Ghasidas University.

All the teachers of the
Education Department,
research scholars and
students of B.Ed and
M.Ed were present in the
program.

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, May 02: After
successful implementa-
tion of Mandatory
Hallmarking by
Bureau of Indian
Standards in 256 dis-
tricts of the country
with effect from  June
23 2021, wherein more
than 3 lakh gold arti-
cles are being hall-
marked with HUID
every day, it has been
notified by the govern-
ment to implement the
second phase of
mandatory hallmark-
ing from  June 01 2022
vide Hallmarking of
Gold Jewellery and
Gold Artefacts
(Amendment) Order,
2022, dated  April 04,
2022. The second phase
of the mandatory hall-
marking will cover ad-
ditional three
caratages of gold jew-
e l l e r y / a r t e f a c t s
viz.20,23 and 24 carats
as mentioned in the
Indian Standard IS 1417

and 32 new districts
under the mandatory
hallmarking regime
wherein an AHC has
been setup post imple-
mentation of the first
phase of the mandato-
ry hallmarking order.
In Chhattisgarh two
new Districts
(Rajnandgaon &
Bilaspur) have been
covered under the
mandatory hallmark-
ing.

The list of districts is
available on the BIS
w e b s i t e ,
www.bis.gov.in. BIS
has made a provision to
allow a common con-
sumer to get the purity
of their unhallmarked
gold jewellery tested at
any of the BIS recog-
nized Assaying and
Hallmarking Centres
(AHC). The AHC shall
undertake the testing
of gold jewellery from
common consumers on
priority and provide a
test report to the con-
sumer.

The test report is-
sued to the consumer
will assure the con-
sumer about the purity
of their jewellery and
will also be useful if
the consumer wishes to
sell the jewellery lying
with him. The charges
for testing of gold jew-
ellery up to 4 articles is
Rs 200. For 5 or more
articles, the charges
are Rs 45 per article.

The detailed guide-
lines on testing of gold
jewellery of consumer
and the list of recog-
nized Assaying and
Hallmarking centres
can be accessed
through the home page
of BIS website,
www.bis.gov.in. The au-
thenticity and purity of
the hallmarked gold
jewellery items with
HUID number, pur-
chased by consumer,
can also be verified by
using ‘verify HUID’ in
BIS CARE app which
can be downloaded
from play store.

Intellectual property
awareness prog held at CU
Central Chronicle News

Bilaspur, May 02: The
School of Studies in
Engineering &
Technology, GGV,
Bilaspur (C.G.) has ef-
fectively conducted the
“Intellectual Property
Awareness Program”
dated Apr 29 onwards in
E-classroom. All the ac-
tions and deeds associ-
ated with this program
were well structured, es-
tablished, and satisfac-
torily coordinated by a
team of coordinators
Dr. Jasinta Poonam
Ekka, Disha Dewangan,
and co-coordinators Dr.
Princy Matlani and
Amit Dewangan. The
program has gained
magnificent popularity
among the faculties and
students of the School
of Studies in
Engineering &
Technology and more
than 220 faculties and
students enthusiastical-
ly attended the event.

The program was or-
ganized in association
with AICTE and NIPAM
on the occasion of world
intellectual property
day on 26 April under
the Intellectual
Property literacy week
celebration.

Prof. T.V. Arjunan,
Dean, School of Studies
in Engineering &
Technology has deliv-
ered a welcome address.
Dean delivered a con-
cise speech on intellec-
tual property and stated
that Intellectual proper-
ty helps in developing
and maintaining a com-
pany’s long-term rev-
enue streams and in-
creases shareholder
value. In the absence of
Vice-chancellor Prof.
Alok Kumar
Chakarwal, GGV,
Bilaspur acting Vice-
chancellor Prof. Amit
Saxena inaugurated the
program with an inau-
gural address and gave
insights about

Intellectual Property (IP)
and its significance in
the development of digi-
tal India. Prof.
Shailendra Kumar,
Registrar GGV, Bilaspur
(C.G.) extended his
warm welcome to the
speaker and stated the
importance of
Intellectual property
rights. The resource
person of the program
Himanshu Chandrakar,
Examiner of patents and
design, RGNIIPM,
Nagpur, Maharashtra,
explained the various as-
pects of IPR, Patent,
trademark, and copy-
right. He also cleared the
patentable and non-
patentable inventions
with examples. He
briefed the procedure for
the filing of patents and
the various steps in-
volved in granting
patents. The program
was ended with a Vote of
Thanks given by Dr.
Jasinta Poonam Ekka,
the program coordinator.

Seminar on Women in
Engineering organized

Raipur, May 02: IIITNR
students branch of IEEE
organized a seminar on
‘IEEE Women in
Engineering (WIE) - to-
wards Technology and
Leadership,’ at the insti-
tute campus to promote
women engineers and sci-
entists and inspire girls
around the world to moti-
vate them to pursue their
academic career in engi-
neering.

IEEE Women in
Engineering (WIE) is one
of the largest internation-
al professional organiza-
tions, dedicated to promot-
ing women engineers and
scientists, which facili-
tates the recruitment and
retention of women in
technical disciplines glob-
ally. IEEE WIE envisions a
vibrant community of
IEEE women and men, col-
lectively using their di-
verse talents to innovate
for the benefit of humani-
ty. While addressing the
seminar, Dr.Vijayalaxmi,

IEEE WIE Chair,
Hyderabad Section (2016 &
2017) and also works as
Associate Professor and
In-charge IQAC at Kalinga
University, Naya Raipur,
talked about how the or-
ganization is working in
promoting women engi-
neers. She also shared her
experience with IEEE and
motivated the students to
be a part of IEEE, as it will
help them build their net-
works which will help
them in their future.

IEEE member, Dr.
Deepika Gupta, expressed
her gratitude to the Chief
Guest for taking out her
time and providing so
much information. Dr.
Rajesh Ingle, Professor,
IIIT-Naya Raipur; Vice
Chair, IEEE India Council,
handed over a memento to
the Chief Guest.

The whole program was
coordinated by IIIT-Naya
Raipur IEEE Student
Branch Counsellor, Dr.
Maifuz Ali. A large num-
ber of IEEE members par-
ticipated in the seminar
which made it a huge suc-
cess.

Adivasi Congress observe Labour Day 

Raipur, May 02: Adivasi
Congress District President
and National Front of
Trade Union GS Bhavani
Markam and his team as
like the tradition they are
continuing for the last 14
years, this year too ob-
served Labour Day among
the workers and their chil-
dren at Sheetla Chowk.

They were distributed food
packets, study materials for
children and clothes.
Speaking on this occasion
Markam assured to be al-
ways with workers in their
need and in case they are
victimized at work place
Adivasi Congress will en-
sure justice to them. He
added, during Corona peri-
od Adivasi Congress en-
sured that none of the work-
ers should suffer hunger.

CM Baghel inaugurates Mitan Yojana

Raipur, May 02: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
launched Mukhya Mantri
Mitan Yojana (MMMY) at
state-level, in a function
organized at his residence
office on occasion of May
Day. In his address to the
programme Baghel said
that through this scheme,
people of the state, espe-
cially the elderly, disabled
and illiterate, can avail
more than 100 kinds of
services conveniently
from the comfort of their

home. At present, 13 types
of services will be avail-
able in 14 municipal corpo-
rations, soon this scheme
will be expanded in the en-
tire state and other servic-
es will also be included
under this scheme.
Launch of this scheme
would simplify the process
of the government-related
work. The scheme would
be operated digitally with
complete transparency in
the stipulated time frame.
Earlier, in a programme
organized outside his resi-
dence, Chief Minister
Baghel distributed com-

puter tablets to the Mitans
deployed for
Mukhyamantri Mitan
Yojana and flagged them
off to work.

Under Mukhyamantri
Mitan Yojana, people will
be able to get their domi-
cile certificates, caste cer-
tificates, income certifi-
cate, duplicate documents,
copy of non-digitized land
records etc, death certifi-
cate, marriage certificate,
birth certificate issued
and delivered to their
home. Moreover, services
such as shop and estab-
lishment registration, cor-

rections in birth certifi-
cate, marriage certificate
etc will also be available
under the scheme.

All the applications re-
ceived under this high pri-
ority scheme of Chief
Minister Mr. Baghel will
be processed on priority
basis without any delay.
Under Mukhyamantri
Mitan Yojana, the certifi-
cates will be delivered by a
‘Mitan’ to the address of
applicant concerned.
Collectors have been di-
rected to personally moni-
tor the scheme and ensure
smooth operation. To avail
government services
through Mukhyamantri
Mitan Yojana, citizens will
have to call Mitan toll free
number 14545. After the
phone call, Mitan will
reach their house and take
the necessary documents
and get the certificate
made from the concerned
office and deliver it to
their house. Citizens will
also get information about
the process and necessary
documents related to gov-
ernment services at the
call center. The service
will be provided in stipu-
lated time.

Urban Administration
Minister Dr. Shivkumar
Dahria, Home Minister
Tamradhwaj Sahu, Health
Minister T.S. Singhdeo,

Agriculture Minister
Ravindra Choubey, School
Education Minister Dr.
Premsai Singh Tekam,
Industries Minister
Kawasi Lakhma, Revenue
Minister Jaisingh
Agarwal, Women and
Child Development
Minister Anila Bhendia,
Public Health Engineering
Minister Guru
Rudrakumar, Higher
Education Minister
Umesh Patel, Chief
Secretary Amitabh Jain,
Additional Chief
Secretary Subrat Sahoo,
Principal Secretaries of
various departments,
Siddharth Komal Singh
Pardesi, Secretary to the
Chief Minister,
Alarmelmangai D.,
Secretary, Urban
Administration and
Development, Chief
Executive of the State
Urban Development
Agency, Secretaries of var-
ious departments includ-
ing Officer Saumil Ranjan
Choubey and Deputy
Secretary in Chief
Minister’s Secretariat
Soumya Chaurasia were
also present on the occa-
sion. Many MLAs, mayors
and public representa-
tives, commissioners, col-
lectors and municipal
commissioners virtually
joined the program.

People will be able
to avail more than
100 services from
the comfort their
home

These services will
be available in 14
municipal corpora-
tions in the first
phase

Birth certificates,
marriage certifi-
cates, domicile cer-
tificates, income,
death certificate
and other such
services to be made
available at the
doorstep

p At Sheetla Chowk

p By IEEE students’
branch of IIITNR

Implementation of 2nd Phase
of Mandatory Hallmarking 

Lara, May 02: Bal Bhavan-
NTPC Lara celebrated its an-
nual day on 30th April 2022 at
Tarang auditorium. Diwakar
Kaushik, CGM Lara and Mrs
Seema Kaushik, President,
Prerita Mahila Samiti inau-
gurated the function with
lamp lighting in the presence
of GMs and office bearers of
Prerita Mahila Samiti. On
this occasion various cultural
activities on classical dance
and drama were presented by
children.

Speaking on this occasion
Diwakar Kaushik, CGM-
NTPC Lara, thanked the of-
fice bearers of Prerita Mahila
Samiti and Bal Bhavan for
helping and guiding children

for development of their cre-
ativity and interest.
Activities of Bal Bhavan
were presented by Smt
Sangeeta Singh, Vice
President, Prerita Mahila
Samiti and Bal Bhavan in-
charge.

Bal Bhavan- NTPC Lara is
affiliated with the National
Bal Bhavan-New Delhi. As
per guidelines and annual
curriculum of National Bal
Bhavan, at NTPC Lara all ac-
tivities are carried out under
the guidance of experienced
professionals. It takes all pos-
sible efforts for development
of creativity among children.

Among others J S S Murty,
GM (Operation and
Maintenance), Akhilesh
Singh, GM (Maintenance),
Rajeev Ranjan, GM (Fuel
Management), office bearers
and members of ladies club
and parents in large number
were present.

Bal Bhavan NTPC Lara
celebrates annual day

Raipur, May 02: In the
Shakti program organised
in Mumbai, six
Divyangjans of the state
got a lot of applause by pre-
senting Chhattisgarhi tra-
ditional dance.
Divyangjans performed on
the theme of Self-reliant
India.

The National Divya Kala
Shakti Program was organ-
ized by the Department of
Empowerment of Persons
with Disabilities, Ministry
of Social Justice and
Empowerment at Nehru
Planetarium, Mumbai to
acquaint the public with
the hidden talents within

the Divyangjans.
State’s Akanksha Lions

Institute of Learning and
Empowerment, six talented
persons with disabilities
participated in this pro-
gram. Sadhna Nayak, di-
rector of Akanksha Lions
Institute said that 86 talent-
ed differently-abled people
from six states participated
in the program.

These included
Chhattisgarh, Madhya

Pradesh, Rajasthan,
Maharashtra, Gujarat, Goa
and Daman and Deep.
Maharashtra Governor
Bhagat Singh Koshyari was
the chief guest in the pro-
gram. In the program,
Chandni Thakur, Rita
Ramani, V Monika Rao,
Jatin Ahuja, Shiva Tandi,
Saurabh Agarwal from
Akanksha School, Raipur
displayed their skills on the
national stage.

Outstanding presentation by Divyangjans 
In Chhattisgarhi
traditional dance 

Presented on the
theme of self-
reliant India

RRaaiippuurr,,  MMaayy  0022::  A delegation
led by the President of National
Women’s All India Tailik Sahu
Mahasabha, Mamta Sahu

called on Governor Anusuiya
Uikey at Raj Bhavan here on
Saturday. On this occasion, the
members of the delegation

kept their point before the
Governor Uikey on the issues
and problems related to the
various livelihood works of the
women of self-help groups. 

Governor Uikey while con-
gratulating the women delega-
tion for working consciously
and actively said that you all
work very hard.

Women delegation met Governor 
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Bacheli, May 02:

A tribal girl Asha
Kunjam (19), D/o Late
Laxman Kunjam, R/o
Gram Padapur, Benpal,
was admitted in NMDC
Apollo Hospital Bacheli on
April 6 with complaint of
fever and problems in
breathing. Seeing the
physical condition of girl
she was referred to a
physician and her treat-
ment was started. During
treatment it was learnt
that the patient is having
infection in her lungs and
due to which her heart
beats have reduced and
her condition was critical
and she was facing threat
to her life.

So a team of doctors of
NMDC Apollo Hospital,
Bacheli under leadership
of Dr M Deepak Reddy,
Physician and Dr
Aishwarya Tiwari,

Monika Rani Kanjilal,
staff nurse, Mithileshwari
Mandavi and others got a
temporary pace-maker in-
stalled to the patient, as it
was nearly purcahsed. So
with medicines and tem-
porary pace-maker her
heart beats were first
made normal and once she
regained her full health,
the temporary pace-maker

was removed and she was
discharged on April 19,
2022 in good health. Dr SM
Haq, Chief Medical
Administration NMDC
Apollo Hospital Bacheli in-
formed that pacemaker is
one such instrument
which helps in controlling
heart beats. Sinus node is
the natural pacemaker fit-
ted inside heart of the nor-

mal human beings and if
it does not work properly,
then the heart beats gets
irregular. In such condi-
tions, a pace-marker is re-
quired and it acts as cred-
itable alternative for those
having irregular heart-
beats.

This was first time
when a patient in NMDC
Apollo Hospital in Bachel
was treated with tempo-
rary pacemaker. It is no-
table that due to NMDC
Project, the tribals and
nearby villagers are get-
ting quality medical serv-
ices at NMDC Apollo
Hospital Bacheli and they
need not have to out for
treatment. NMDC project
through its NMDC Apollo
Hospital has always being
sensitive and alert for of-
fering best of the medical
services and facilities to
its employees, local tribals
and other persons.

Girl with irregular heart beat treated
By fitting temporary pace-maker and discharged in good condition

Jagdalpur, May 02: All
the schemes of priority of
the government should be
implemented at the ground
level and the officials
should visit and monitor
the implementation of the
scheme continuously, said
Bastar Commissioner
Shyam Dawade, while re-
viewing a meeting for the
preparations against the
Chief Minister’s proposed
Bastar visit. District
Collector Rajesh Katara,
District Panchayat Chief
Executive Officer Ravi
Sahu, Forest Divisional
Officer Patel, Joint
Director Agriculture MS
Dhruv and all district level
officers were present on
the occasion.
Commissioner Dhawade
reviewed the schemes of
all the departments, and in-
structions were given to

give approval for benefici-
ary oriented works in the
interior areas. Dhawade
made a surprise inspection
of the Bijapur Tehsil office,
where he appreciated the
work of forest rights recog-
nition sheet and loan book
distribution by the Tehsil
office, as well as instructed
to do the work of revenue
record, nomination, de-
marcation, division, caste
certificate on priority. The

commissioner also dis-
cussed with the villagers
who reached the office due
to government work and
asked the Tehsildar to ex-
pedite the work of the vil-
lagers. The Commissioner
also inspected the
Community Health Center
located at Nelsnar in
Bhairamgarh block and ob-
served the availability of
medicines, malaria testing,
OPD status, institutional

delivery status, treatment
facilities etc. in the institu-
tion. The commissioner ap-
preciated the cleanliness of
the institution and in-
structed the health work-
ers to do better work. He
discussed with the hospi-
talized patients about the
health facilities and food
arrangements made by the
institution and also got his
health check-up done at the
hospital.

Commissioner reviews 
preparations for CM’s visit

Bijapur, May 02:

It was due to prompt-
ness on part of the District
and Police administration
and works for the welfare
of general public that the
villagers of remote Gram
Panchayat Gondapalli
under Konta block are
being provided monthly
ration. Prior to this the vil-
lagers of this Gram
Panchcyat had to travel 20-
25 kms to Jagarkunda in
order to get their ration.
So in view of this, a new
ration shop was inaugu-
rated in Gram Silger in the
presence of DIG
Dantewada Kamlochan
Kashyap, newly appointed
SP A Vaishnav, District
Panchayat CEO Ravi
Kkumar Sahu, Food office
Ganesh Kurre, District
Manager CF&CSC
Ghanshyam Kashyap,
Food officer Sukma

District Jaiwardhan
Thakur. In this pro-
gramme, distribution of
ration to 298 card-holder
families of the region was
started. During this the SP
A Vaishnav inquired the
local villagers in their di-
alect and on which the vil-
lagers expressed happi-
ness over the SP’s talk
with them in ‘Gondi’ di-
alect and expressed grati-

tude towards the local ad-
ministration in ensuring
ration to them smoothly.
District’s Food Officer
Ganesh Kurre inforemd
that there are three vil-
lages in the Gondapalli
Panchayat and this in-
cludes Mandimarka and
Thimmapuram. Both
these places are hardly 2-3
km distance from this new
ration shop. Earlier

Jagargunda, which used
to be at 20-25 kms distance,
used to pose lots of prob-
lems to the villagers and
who on opening of this
new ration shop will find
great deal of relief in get-
ting ration. Earlier the vil-
lagers used to walk all the
way to Jagargunda in
order to fetch their month-
ly ration, but now they
will have to travel only 2-3
to Gram Silger to get ra-
tion. Here ration for 298
families has been stored
and there was lot of enthu-
siasm among the villagers
to get monthly ration on
time, without travelling
long distance for it. Newly
appointed SP A Vaishnav
and DIG Dantewada
Kamlochan Shrivastava
got the new ration shop in-
augurated at the hands of
a senior citizen villager
and distribution of ration
from his hand.

Residents of Gondapalli will not have to travel long
Ration distributed with help of local and police admn in Gram Gondapalli

Masturi,May 02: 

The state level confer-
ence of Chhattisgarh
Shramjeevi Journalists
Association was held on
30th April at Lakhe Nagar
Shri Ram Mandir Raipur.
On this occasion, journal-
ist colleagues from differ-
ent divisions, districts and
blocks were present and
state president Arvind
Awasthi was elected unop-
posed as state president
and state general secre-
tary Vishwa Deepak Rai
unopposed. On this occa-

sion, the newly elected
State President and State
General Secretary,
Masturi Block President
Santosh Singh Thakur,
MD Mustaq, Durga
Prajapati, Om Prakash
Pandey, Thakur Udai
Singh Sanjay Pandey,
Krishan Pal Dev Khatkar,
Jagannath Netam, Rajesh
Pandey and all the jour-
nalists along with all the
journalists also congratu-
lated the State President
and others. State General
Secretary was honored
with Momento and Sal.

Deepak Rai elected president
of Journalists Association

DDoonnggaarrggaarrhh,,  MMaayy  0022::

Rural labourers in the
region are going jobless due
to the agitation being made
by all the MNREGA workers
of the state since April 1 for
their legitimate two-point
demands. Vice President
Hemlal Verma said that from
the employment assistant of
the Gram Panchayat to the
district, and state level, all
the MNREGA workers are on
strike, due to which the
laborers working in the vil-
lage are forced to migrate
for work. 

Accusing the state gov-
ernment, Mr. Verma has said
that, in the 2018 elections,
Congress had promised in its
public manifesto that as
soon as the Congress gov-
ernment is formed, all irreg-
ular employees will be regu-
larized, but it has been three
and a half years since the
Congress government was
formed, but it has forgotten

to take care of the irregular
employees. 

Workers have to migrate
for employment, but the
state government is not con-
sidering it necessary to even
consider ending the strike
by fulfilling the demands of
MNREGA employees, he
said. 

He also said that, on one
hand the work of MNREGA is
closed due to the negligence
of the Congress government
and on the other hand the
house allotment is also
under closure, due to non-
payment of advance amount
(contribution from the state)
by the state government. 

He further alleged that, if
this strike is not ended at
the earliest, then the condi-
tion of the villages will be
very dire and therefore, by
taking steps, the govern-
ment should regularize the
MNREGA employees by ful-
filling the promise of the
manifesto.

Rural labourers go jobless due
to strike by MNREGA workers

Dongargarh, May 02: 

A delegation led by
Bharatiya Janata Party
Cooperative Cell’s State
Convenor Shashi Kant
Dwivedi met former Chief
Minister and BJP
National Vice President
Dr. Raman Singh, and dis-
cussed less compensation
received in lieu of pur-
chasing paddy for 2020-21
in societies affiliated to
District Co-operative
Central Bank
R a j n a n d g a o n .
Information was also
given about getting less
amount of commission

and no commission re-
ceived in 103 procure-
ment centers of
Rajnadgaon and
Kabirdham districts.

Taking immediate cog-
nizance on the matter Dr.
Raman Singh has written
a letter to the Registrar of
Co-operative Societies,
Chhattisgarh to get the
matter investigated and
to provide the commis-
sion amount to the soci-
eties immediately.

Dwivedi informed that in
the year 2020-21, due to
delay in lifting of paddy
from paddy procurement
centers, order was issued
by the government to val-
idate 3% of the societies
and he commission
amount has been trans-
ferred by Raipur to the so-
cieties under District Co-
operative Central Bank
Rajnandgaon, but with ir-
regularities and errors in
it. According to informa-
tion, information has
been sought by the
Markfed Headquarters
with the joint signature of
District Marketing
Officer and Chief
Executive Officer, District
Co-operative Central
Bank Rajnandgaon, but
as per reports the District
Marketing Officer and the
Chief Executive Officer
of the Co-operative Bank
are busy blaming each
other.

Less compensation received 
in lieu of purchasing paddy

 For 2020-21 
 Due to the 

negligence of the
officers of 
Co-operative Bank
and Markfed

Rajim, May 02: 

The whole world cele-
brated May 1 as World
Labour Day, but
Panchuram, a 55-year-old
laborer working in the
scorching summer heat is
yet to get the importance
of the day for him.
Wearing a torn shirt, car-
rying a big hammer in
his hand and a scarf
wrapped on his head,
Panchu Ram has nothing
to do with neither the day
nor its importance, but
he is clearly in want of a
wage hike, and is keen in
getting a few more extras
in his wage to sustain his
living.

The goods we make in
the factories have all in-
creased in price, then
why is not our wages in-
creased, he is seen telling
on an interaction, in the
factory premises he is
working. Alike
Panchram, many other
workers are engaged in
the renovation of the

country, and they work
for  12 hours, and some
for 18 hours too at a mea-
ger wage followed by a
substandard way of liv-
ing. On the other hand
the farming community,
are also worried of the
work and non availability
of labours.Many people
like Nekram, Dina
Nishad, Dwarka Nishad,
Santosh Sonkar, Vedaram
Sahu, Purushottam Lal
told that the price of fer-
tilizers has increased, so
instead of increasing the
price of paddy to the
farmers, it is decreasing
further and labour is not
available to work in our
fields and even if we get
then hired, then we are
not able to give their
wage rate. They demand-
ed that a good scheme
should be started by the
government for unskilled
laborers and laborers and
small farmers so that
their hands can get work,
while their wages also get
increased.

Panchuram still to learn of Labour Day

Dongargarh, May 02:

The boy who report-
edly outraged the mod-
esty of a 5 yr old girl
has finally accepted his
crime after thorough
interrogation by the
Mohara Police Chowki
and sent to Child
Reform Centre. The
Police informed that
the applicant submitted
complaint in Police
Chowki Mohara on
April 29 and informed
that his 5 yr old girl
used to go for playing to
neighbours for playing
and it is here that a
minor boy reportedly
molested her by closing
her in a room in his
house. It was on hear-
ing the painful woes
and voice of a girl by
the woman staying

nearby and mother of
the daughter that the
two rushed to the place
and nabbed the minor
boy red-handed in sus-
picious condition. A re-
port under section 376
(K) of IPC 327 was
lodged against the
minor boy, along with
section IPC (K) 4.5 (D) 6
of POCSO Act and mat-
ter was taken  under in-
vestigation.

Taking prompt action
in this case,
Dongargarh Police
nabbed the minor boy
and sent him to reform
home after producing
him before Juvenile
Court in Rajnandgaon.

In the above action,
inspector Dinesh Yadav,
Head Constable Siyram
Dhurve, Mahendra
Sahu, constable Shivlal
Verm, Paramanand
Boga, Khaman Sinha
played important role
in arresting the ac-
cused.

Minor boy sent to Reform House

 On charges of 
outraging modesty
of 5 yr old girl

KKoorrbbaa,,  MMaayy  0022::  Under the guid-
ance of District Collector Ranu
Sahu and under the supervision
of Commissioner Prabhakar
Pandey, the government
schools of Municipal
Corporation Korba area are
being rejuvenated. Attractive
look has been given by giving
theme based paintings, while
renovation repairs and paint-
ings of all 88 schools located in
the corporation area will be

done to give them an attractive
look.  In view of renovating,
repairing and providing attrac-
tive look to the primary, sec-
ondary school and high school
and higher secondary school
buildings located under
Municipal Corporation Korba
area, the Collector has directed
all the schools located in the
corporation area to be renovat-
ed, necessary repair and
improvement work and all the

schools to be beautified by giv-
ing them an attractive look with
theme based paintings.  In start
to the program, the
Corporation has given an

attractive look to Korba’s oldest
school primary school located
in old Korba city through reno-
vation and theme based paint-
ings.  Brick work themed paint-

ings has been done in the
school and the main entrance
has been installed with a LED
board, giving the school its own
identity.

Korba city’s oldest school given theme based painting look

EID-UL-FITR FESTIVAL

Muslim women show freshly applied henna on their hands, ahead of the Eid-ul-Fitr festival, in Jammu, Monday.

Delhi govt asks agencies to give

report on tree transplantation
New Delhi, May 2 (PTI) 

The Delhi government
has asked various agencies
and departments to furnish
a detailed report on trees
transplanted by them for
their developmental works
in the capital by May 13,
Environment Minister
Gopal Rai said on Monday.

The forest department has
also been asked to conduct
an independent audit of the
trees transplanted by vari-
ous departments and agen-
cies across the city over the
last few years.

Agencies having a poor
record in this area will not
be given permission to
transplant trees for their de-
velopmental work in the fu-
ture, Rai said after chairing

a meeting with senior offi-
cials of the forest depart-
ment and agencies con-
cerned to review the status
of the tree transplantation
carried out in the capital.
The agencies were asked to
furnish data on trees trans-
planted by them, their loca-
tion and survival rate. It
emerged that two agencies
in particular — Delhi
Development Authority and
National Highway Authority
of India have a poor record
of tree transplantation, the
minister said. Rai said all
the agencies have been di-
rected to submit a proper re-
port on the number of trees
transplanted, their location
and their survival rate along
with video evidence by 
May 13.

Punjab Cabinet approves 26,000
recruitments in govt depts,
doorstep delivery of ration

Chandigarh, May 2 (PTI):

The Punjab Cabinet
Monday approved re-
cruitment on 26,000
posts in different gov-
ernment departments,
and also gave its nod
to roll out a doorstep
ration delivery
scheme.

The decisions were
taken at a Cabinet
meeting here chaired
by Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann.

Sharing information
about the decisions
taken in the meeting
on his Twitter handle,
Mann said the Cabinet
also gave its nod to the
roll out of a doorstep
ration delivery

scheme. “Approval
granted to recruit-
ment at 26,454 posts in
different depart-
ments,” he tweeted in
Hindi.

The decision is in
line with Bhagwant
Mann’s promise of fill-
ing 25,000 vacancies in
various departments
after the Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) came to
power in the state in
March. Mann also
gave an approval to
the notification for
‘one MLA, one pen-
sion’, which too is in
line his poll promise
that former MLAs
would get pension for
only one term not for
all the terms they have

served as an elected
representative.

In another decision,
the Cabinet gave ap-
proval to the disburse-
ment of Rs 41.89 crore
to cotton growers in
Muktsar district.

Mann further said
the duration for pay-
ing tax by small trans-
porters has been ex-
tended by three
months. Last month,
Mann had announced
that the transporters
whose business suf-
fered due to the coron-
avirus-induced lock-
down could pay their
motor vehicle tax
without any penalty
in the next three
months.

Woman dies during police raid, case
registered against 6 cops

Chandauli (UP), May 2 (PTI):

A young woman died
under suspicious circum-
stances during a police
raid here, after which a
case of culpable homicide
has been registered
against six police person-
nel.

Her family members
have alleged that she was
raped, a charge yet to be
confirmed by police.

Meanwhile, Samajwadi
Party president Akhilesh
Yadav demanded the lodg-
ing of a murder case
against the accused.

C h a n d a u l i
Superintendent of Police
Ankur Agarwal said a
team of police had gone to
the house of a sand trader
in Manragpur village of
the Saidraja area on
Sunday.

It is alleged police beat
up the family of the busi-
nessman when he was not
found there.

Agarwal said the fami-
ly alleged that a police-
man raped the business-
man’s 24-year-old daugh-
ter during the incident
and she died due to man-
handling by police.

The girl was to get mar-
ried next month, the SP
said.

Agarwal said on getting
information about the in-
cident, villagers sur-
rounded the police team
and thrashed Constable
Mukesh Kumar and
Home Guards jawan
Chhavinath.

As Chhavanath’s condi-
tion is serious, he was re-
ferred to the Trauma
Centre in Varanasi.
Mukesh is being treated

at the district hospital, he
said.

A case of culpable
homicide has been regis-
tered against six people,
including SHO Uday
Pratap Singh and four po-
licewomen, on the com-
plaint of the brother of
the woman.

The SHO has been sus-
pended.

The SP said the post-
mortem of the woman
was performed by a panel
of doctors and video-
graphed.

As the cause of his
death is not clear in the
post-mortem report, her
viscera has been pre-
served.

Regarding the allega-
tion of rape, Agarwal said
the post-mortem report
did not find any external
or internal injury on the

whole body except a
scratch on the throat and
minor injury on the left
side of the jaw.

“Still, the allegation of
rape is being probed,” he
added.

He said the investiga-
tion into the matter has
been handed over to an
additional superinten-
dent of police.

A large number of po-
lice and PAC personnel
have been deployed in the
village to maintain law
and order.

Reacting on the inci-
dent, Leader of
Opposition in the state
Assembly Akhilesh
Yadav demanded that a
murder case be registered
against the police person-
nel, alleging that they
acted on caste considera-
tions.

No leadership change in K’taka: Yediyurappa
Shivamogga (K’taka), May 2 (PTI):

Amid a fresh round of
speculation about leader-
ship change in Karnataka
ahead of Union Home
Minister Amit Shah’s
visit, state BJP strong-
man B S Yediyurappa on
Monday dismissed it, say-
ing Chief Minister
Basavaraj Bommai was
doing a “good job.”

Shah is scheduled to
take part in several
events including the vale-
dictory function of ‘Khelo
India’ University Games
here on Tuesday and will
also be paying tributes to
12th century social re-
former and Lingayat
saint Basavanna on the
occasion of Basava
Jayanthi.

“He (Shah) is coming, I
will be meeting him. He
will try to know about the
political situation in the
state. As state elections
are ahead, the Prime

Minister and Amit Shah
have decided to give prior-
ity to Karnataka. He is
likely to give suggestions
on reaching the 150 seats
target that we have set for
the next assembly polls,”
Yediyurappa told re-
porters here.

Responding to a ques-
tion on speculation on a
leadership change in the
state, the former Chief
Minister, who was re-
placed by Bommai said,
according to him there
will be no such changes.

“The current Chief
Minister Basavaraj
Bommai is doing a good
job, so there will be no

leadership change accord-
ing to me,” he added.

To a question as to
whether some sitting
MLAs may not get party
ticket to contest the elec-
tions, citing BJP national
general secretary B L
Santosh’s speech hinting
about possible changes,
Yediyurappa said he
wouldn’t like to discuss
the matter, and added that
it was for the party’s cen-
tral leadership to decide.

Santhosh’s statement
on Sunday that the
party’s strength lies in
the induction of new
faces had set off a fresh
round of speculation over
leadership change in the
state.

His statement had
gained significance as it
came ahead of Shah’s
visit to the state, during
which Bommai is expect-
ed to discuss with him the
much awaited expansion
or rejig of his cabinet.

Use power judiciously as
demand up by 35 per cent
Jaipur, May 2 (PTI):

Rajasthan Chief Minister
Ashok Gehlot on Monday
urged people to cut down on
electricity consumption,
saying the demand for it has
shot up by 35 per cent and
no additional power is avail-
able with the Indian Energy
Exchange.

The CM said the state is
no exception as the entire
country is facing a power
crisis due to the early onset
of the heatwave. He also ap-
pealed to people to avoid
using air conditioners un-
necessarily.

“The gap between de-
mand and supply has
widened. Electricity is also
not available for purchase
from the Indian Energy
Exchange,” the CM tweeted.

Gehlot said he state gov-

ernment is trying its best to
ensure adequate availabili-
ty of water.

“There is an appeal to all
of you to make limited and
judicious use of electricity
and water,” he said.

Gehlot said the demand
for electricity has increased
to 35 per cent due to severe
heat conditions and power
cuts from two to 10 hours
are being imposed in 16
states of the country.

In Rajasthan, power cuts
are being imposed in rural
and urban areas as per the
roster system.

However, essential servic-
es have been completely ex-
empted from power cuts, he
said. For ensuring water
supply, the CM said district
collectors have been autho-
rised to work as per the con-
tingency plan. Drinking
water is being supplied
through tankers in 4,142 vil-
lages and 43 urban areas.

“The revival of economic
activities after the coron-
avirus pandemic, increase
in (water) pumping load
and domestic consumption
are the main reasons be-
hind the increase in the de-
mand of electricity,”
Principal Secretary
(Energy) Bhaskar A Sawant
said. The temperatures
started rising rapidly in the
month of March and the sit-
uation turned severe by the
end of April.
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Khajuraho-Tikamgarh
i Bhopal: Madhya

Pradesh BJP presi-
dent and Khajuraho
Lok Sabha MP Vishnu
Dutt Sharma on
Monday virtually
flagged off a special
daily express train be-
tween Khajuraho and
Tikamgarh. The unre-
served special train
(No. 04119/04120) will
leave from Khajuraho
at 5 am and reach
Tikamgarh at 8 am, of-
ficial sources said. On
return journey, the
train will depart from
Tikamgarh at 9.30 am
and reach Khajuraho,
a famous temple town,
at 1.45 pm, they said.
En route, the train
will stop at Duriaganj,
Basari, Chhatarpur,
Ishanagar, Rampura,
Teela, Khargapur,
Sarkanpur and Mavai
stations in both direc-
tions. Speaking on the
occasion, Sharma
thanked Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi and Railway
Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw for the
launch of the train.
The train will im-
prove connectivity in
the region and benefit
its people, especially
daily commuters,
labourers and pil-
grims travelling to
Bageshwar Dham
(Chhatarpur district),
he said.

Bicycle-sharing 
i Jammu: A public bi-

cycle-sharing system
will be launched in
Jammu under the
Smart City Mission in
a boost to eco-friendly
mobility, an official
said on Monday. The
system will allow
users to rent out a bi-
cycle from designated
automatic docking
stations and deposit it
at another docking
station located close to
the destination, the of-
ficial said. He said it
will be a first-of-its-
kind initiative in
Jammu and Kashmir
and be available to all
citizens at a nominal
rent. Jammu Smart
City Limited (JSCL)
has established 60 au-
tomatic docking sta-
tions across the city
and each one has 10
slots to park and lock
bicycles.

Car plunges
i Noida: A 19-year-old

man died and four oth-
ers were hospitalized
with injuries after
their speeding car
plunged into a canal
in Uttar Pradesh’s
Greater Noida on
Monday morning, po-
lice officials said. The
driver of the car had
fallen asleep on the
wheel, leading to the
crash around 5 AM
under the Dadri police
station area, the offi-
cials said. “They were
going from Delhi to
Sikandrabad in
Bulandshahr district.
They driver of the car,
identified as Chand
(19), apparently fell
asleep while driving
and the car plunged
into the Kot Canal,” a
police spokesperson
said.

Lunch date 
i Kolkata: A young

woman died in the
city allegdly after a
lunch date with her
beau, who was arrest-
ed on Monday, police
said. The 26-year-old
woman was to wed
her beau soon and
her family lodged a
complaint with the
police against her fi-
ancee. The incident
took place at Garfa
area in the southern
suburbs of the city on
Sunday. “We are ques-
tioning him and an
investigation is on,” a
senior police officer
said.

New Delhi, May 2 (PTI) :

The Delhi University
announced on Monday
that those who dropped
out of college in the final
year can register for a
one-time “centenary”
chance to appear in exam-
inations and complete
their degree.

The drop-out students
have been given this one-
time chance in view of
the Delhi University’s
year-long centenary cele-
brations that started on
May 1.

“Undergraduate, post-
graduate and profession-

al course students who
took regular courses, Non
Collegiate Women’s
Education Board
(NCWEB), School of
Open Learning (SOL) and
External Cell will be able
to apply for registration.
The former students can
submit their registration
forms for centenary
chance examination by
June 14, 2022,” DU’s Dean
of Examination said in
an official order.

Faculties, departments,
colleges and centres
under the university have
been notified to complete
the confirmation and ver-

ification of registration
forms filled by such stu-
dents by June 20, 2022.

“The former students
can also fill their registra-
tion form by using online
students’ portal link of
Delhi University. After
filling the registration
form, the students can
keep the printout of the
filled forms for further
communication,” the
order said. Provisional
admit cards will be issued
after confirmation of the
registration form by their
respective faculty, depart-
ment, college or centre, it
added.

DU provides drop-out students a
‘centenary’ chance to take exams

and complete degree

New Delhi, May 2 (PTI):

Delhi Deputy Chief
Minister Manish Sisodia on
Monday alleged that offi-
cials of the BJP-led munici-
pal corporations have been
working to bring CSR fund
for a smart classroom proj-
ect of an NGO reportedly
run by people close to the
party’s city unit chief, in a
“novel way of indulging in
corruption”.

Delhi has three municipal
corporations and according
to a new legislation, the city
would soon get a new, single
civic body.

There was no immediate
reaction by the city BJP or
its chief Adesh Gupta.

Both the ruling AAP in
Delhi and the BJP, which
has been controlling the
civic bodies for over a

decade, have been trading
charges ever since the
Centre had brought in the
proposal to merge the three
corporations ahead the
scheduled civic polls this

year.
“We know about CSR

fund being used in conjunc-
tion with an NGO...this is a
novel way of indulging in
corruption by the munici-

pal corporations. A team of
officials, led by a deputy
commissioner-rank officer,
has been formed to raise
funds trough CSR, and
hand it over to an NGO, for
a smart classroom project.
This NGO is run by people
close to BJP Delhi unit
chief Adesh Gupta,”
Sisodia alleged.

The deputy chief minis-
ter, however, did not specify
if the project concerned a
particular municipal cor-
poration in the city. He also
charged that in the MoU
signed, it seems the NGO
“doesn’t really exist as
such” and there are “no de-
tails” of its previous works.
“A new MCD will soon
come up, and after the civic
elections, it will be depar-
ture time for the BJP,” he
said.

Sisodia alleges civic officials working to bring CSR
fund for NGO run by people close to Delhi BJP chief

CM Gehlot to people

Delhi Dy CM Manish Sisodia gives away a cheque worth
rupees 1 crore to the family of LNJP nursing officer Raj
Kumar who died while serving people during COVID-19
pandemic, in New Delhi, Monday.

Haryana BJP MLA, others take oath
to make India Hindu Rashtra

Ambala (Har), May 2 (PTI):

A ruling BJP MLA
here took an oath along
with others to make India
a Hindu Rashtra and
“make or take sacrifice
for it”.

Purported videos of the
event have surfaced on so-
cial media. The event
took place on Sunday.

“We pledge and give
commitment to make
Hindustan a Hindu
Rashtra and to let it be a
Hindu Rashtra,” Ambala
City MLA Aseem Goel
and others are seen say-
ing in the videos.

“If needed, we will
make or take sacrifice for
it. But we will declare the

country a Hindu Rashtra
(nation) at any cost. May
our ancestors and deities
give us the power to
achieve our goal,” they
said.

A slogan in the favour
of a Hindu Rashtra was
also raised and the MLA
was seen raising both his
hands in support along
with others present.

When contacted on
Monday, Goel said he took
the oath along with oth-
ers at the event being a
Hindu and not as a BJP
MLA.

“I am proud to be a
Hindu,” he said.

At the event, Goel also
took part in a seminar on
the Uniform Civil Code.
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HOMELESS PEOPLE

Residents and recyclers pick through the remains of homes after a fire gutted a resi-
dential area in Quezon city, Philippines on Monday. Investigators said the fire killed
several people and left more than a hundred people homeless.

BRIEF

Denmark Cabinet
Copenhagen:
Denmark on Monday
announced a Cabinet
reshuffle after Justice
Minister Nick
Haekkerup resigned to
become the new head of
the Danish Brewers’
Association. Prime
Minister Mette
Frederiksen of the
Social Democrats Party
chose Integration
Minister Mattias
Tesfaye as the new jus-
tice minister to replace
Haekkerup. Housing
Minister Kaare Dybvad
Bek became the new in-
tegration minister and
was replaced by
Christian Rabjerg
Madsen, a member of
parliament.

Nazism remarks
Tel Aviv: Israel on
Monday lashed out at
Russia over unforgiv-
able comments by its
foreign minister about
Nazism and anti-
semitism including
claims that Adolf Hitler
was Jewish. Israel,
which summoned the
Russian ambassador in
response, said the re-
marks blamed Jews for
their own murder in the
Holocaust. It was a
steep decline in the ties
between the two coun-
tries at a time when
Israel has sought to
stake out a neutral posi-
tion between Russia
and Ukraine and re-
main in Russia’s good
stead for its security
needs in the Middle
East.

Charlotte birthday
London: Three new
photographs of
Princess Charlotte, the
daughter of Prince
William and Kate
Middleton, have been
released by Britain’s
royal family to mark
her seventh birthday
on Monday. Taken by
her mother, the photo-
graphs show her sitting
among bluebells in a
cable knit blue jumper
that matches the colour
of the flowers around
her. Charlotte’s birth-
day comes after Prince
William and Catherine,
the Duke and Duchess
of Cambridge, marked
their 11th wedding an-
niversary on Friday.

Antitrust case
Brussels: The
European Union said
Monday it believes
Apple abused its domi-
nant position by limit-
ing access to rivals to
its mobile payment sys-
tem Apple Pay. The
European
Commission, the 27-na-
tion bloc’s executive
arm, has been investi-
gating the technology
company since 2020.
The commission’s pre-
liminary view is that
Apple is restricting
competition by pre-
venting mobile wallets
app developers from ac-
cessing the necessary
hardware and software
on its devices.

EU meet on sanctions
Brussels: European
Union energy minis-
ters will meet Monday
to discuss Russia’s de-
cision to cut gas sup-
plies to Bulgaria and
Poland, and debate
planned new sanctions
over Moscow’s war on
Ukraine. The 27 nation-
bloc has imposed five
rounds of sanctions on
Russian officials, oli-
garchs, banks, compa-
nies and other organi-
zations since Russian
troops invaded Ukraine
in February. The
European Commission
is working on a sixth
round of measures
which could include oil
restrictions, but
Russia-dependent
countries like Hungary
and Slovakia are wary
of taking tough action.

Islamabad, May 2 (PTI) 

Pakistan Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif would re-
view security arrange-
ments for the Chinese na-
tionals working in the coun-
try in the wake of the sui-
cide attack at the Karachi
University that killed three
Chinese teachers and a local
man, according to a media
report. In view of potential
threats being faced by the
USD 60 billion China-
Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC) and other
joint ventures between the
two countries, the prime
minister would assess all
the mechanisms earlier de-
vised for ensuring the secu-
rity of the Chinese nation-

als and the new plan being
made by the planning and
interior ministries.

The Express Tribune
newspaper citing its
sources said that the securi-
ty plan would be presented
to Shehbaz in the first week
after Eid.

China last week asked
Pakistan to scale-up securi-
ty for its nationals working
in the country and demand-
ed a thorough investigation
and punishment to the per-
petrators behind the suicide
attack at the Karachi
University.

On April 26, an explosion
triggered by a burqa-clad
woman suicide bomber
from Baloch Liberation
Army (BLA) ripped

through a shuttle passenger
van of the Confucius
Institute at the prestigious
University of Karachi leav-
ing three Chinese teachers
dead and one injured, in the
latest targeted attack
against Chinese citizens in
Pakistan. The paper said
the premier had also direct-
ed Planning, Development
and Special Initiatives
Minister Ahsan Iqbal to
meet the country heads of
all the Chinese companies
working in Pakistan to seek
their input in security and
other arrangements. The
sources said the planning
minister was scheduled to
visit Gwadar soon after Eid
to examine the security
arrangements and com-

plaints, if any, by the
Chinese companies and na-
tionals working on CPEC
projects. Prime Minister
Shehbaz has also directed
the interior ministry to en-
gage provinces, especially
the Balochistan govern-
ment, for the provision of
security in Gwadar and sub-
mit a report in the first
week after Eid. Apart from
security arrangements, the
ministries have been asked
to examine the challenges
confronted by CPEC proj-
ects and see what problems
were the Chinese nationals
facing for the last four years
in connection with their
work, visa issuance as well
as extension among other
matters.

Pak PM to review security arrangements for Chinese nationals

Beijing, May 2 (PTI):

A senior citizen was mis-
taken for dead at an elderly
care centre in Shanghai and
sent to a morgue where he
was found alive, prompting
authorities to launch an in-
vestigation into the shock-
ing incident that triggered a
new wave of anguish in the
locked down city.

Videos circulating widely
on Chinese social media
showed two men, who ap-
peared to be morgue work-
ers, with a yellow body bag
outside the Shanghai
Xinchangzheng welfare hos-
pital in Putuo district on

Sunday. The men, in protec-
tive clothing, was seen un-
zipping the bag in front of
an employee from the facili-
ty and insisting that the per-
son is still alive, Hong-Kong
based South China Morning
Post reported on Monday.

The staff member then
checks for signs of life and
reseals the bag, against the
protests of bystanders fear-
ing the patient will suffo-
cate.

According to the video,
the staff member next re-
turned to the centre to delib-
erate with two people in
white hazmat suits before
the elderly patient is seen

being wheeled back into the
facility.

The incident triggered a
new wave of horror for
many Shanghai residents,
whose grief and anger are
at boiling point after harsh
citywide lockdowns in place
since March 28 show no
signs of easing.

The Shanghai local gov-
ernment has come under
mounting criticism for its
handling of the Omicron
outbreak in the city of 26
million people. The city is
under lockdown since
March 1 triggering angry
protests in many parts of
the city.

Man declared dead, found
alive in morgue

Islamabad, May 2 (PTI) 

Pakistan’s Information
Minister Marriyum
Aurangzeb has claimed that
ousted prime minister
Imran Khan took away a
plush PKR 150 million offi-
cial vehicle after being re-
moved from power through
a no-confidence vote last
month.

Mr Khan took a BMW X5
on his way out, which was
basically a car from the
Prime Minister Office’s pool
for foreign delegations,
Marriyum told reporters on
Sunday.

She insisted that the
value of the car was around
PKR 150 million, factoring
in the bomb-proofing and
bullet-proofing, which was
purchased for around PKR
30 million six years ago.

Khan insisted that he

wanted to keep the car, even
though he had earlier criti-
cised previous governments
for keeping expensive cars
in the Prime Minister’s
House, the Dawn newspaper
quoted the minister as say-
ing. The minister also de-
clared that Khan kept a
handgun that was gifted to
him from another country’s
diplomat, instead of sub-
mitting it into the
Toshakhana or the state de-
pository, the report said.

According to Pakistan’s
law, any gift received from
dignitaries of a foreign
state must be put in the
state depository or the
Toshakhana.

Ever since Khan, 69, lost
the no-confidence vote in
Parliament last month, his
party, the Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf has been at logger-
heads with the current po-

litical establishment headed
by Shehbaz Sharif over the
issue of foreign gifts.

A fortnight ago, the
Islamabad High Court had
directed the newly-appoint-
ed government to make
public details of the gifts re-
ceived by Khan during his
official visits, saying gifts
given to government offi-
cials by foreign govern-
ments belong to the state of
Pakistan and not some indi-
viduals. In response, Khan
said they were his gifts, so it
was his choice whether to
keep them or not. “Mera
tohfa, meri marzi [my gift,
my choice],” Khan had said.
Marriyum also claimed that
Khan had lowered the gift
retention percentage from
Toshakhana to 20 per cent
to get those gifts and then
raised it to 50 per cent, the
Dawn report added.

‘Imran Khan took away PKR 150 million official
vehicle after being ousted from power’

Colombo, May 2 (PTI) 

Sri Lanka’s former
prime minister Ranil
Wickremesinghe has said
that political leaders
should focus on seeking fi-
nancial assistance from a
number of countries, in-
cluding India and China,
to get the debt-ridden is-
land nation out of its
worst economic crisis
rather than worrying
about securing a working
majority in Parliament.

Addressing the United
National Party’s (UNP)
Jathika Sevaka
Sangamaya May Day cere-
mony at New Town Hall in
Colombo on Sunday,
Wickremesinghe said the
government led by
President Gotabaya
Rajapaksa should give pri-
ority to resolving the ongo-
ing economic crisis and

take immediate action to
control the prices of essen-
tial goods.

“It should pay attention
to saving the banking sys-
tem from collapsing. It
should. We saw how the
banking sector collapsed
in Greece and the same
happened in Indonesia in
1998. The government
should speak to India,
China, Japan and South
Korea to seek help, he said.

Having 113 MPs in
Parliament is no longer
the solution for the pres-
ent problem. The country
is facing an economic cri-
sis of unprecedented pro-
portion, he was quoted as
saying by The Island news-
paper. Sri Lanka is in the
grip of an unprecedented
economic turmoil since its
independence from
Britain in 1948. The crisis
is caused in part by a lack

of foreign currency, which
has meant that the coun-
try cannot afford to pay for
imports of staple foods
and fuel, leading to acute
shortages and very high
prices.

Months of lengthy
blackouts and acute short-
ages of food, fuel and phar-
maceuticals have trig-
gered widespread protests
calling for the govern-
ment’s resignation.

“The national economy
has almost collapsed.
Agriculture is in death
throes without fertilisers.
Fishers have no diesel.
Many have lost their jobs.
Companies are downsiz-
ing at the expense of their
workers. Some have al-
ready been closed down.
Thousands of more jobs
are likely to be lost,”
Wickremesinghe said.

“Medium scale enter-

prises have collapsed and
small-scale enterprises are
facing the same predica-
ment. The value of money
deposited in the banks has
been lost by around 50 per
cent. The value of the sav-
ings in the EPF and ETF
has decreased by around
50 per cent. There are
protests and demonstra-
tions all over the country.
People are asking the gov-
ernment to go home. The
government has lost its
mandates received at the
2019 and 2020 elections,”
he said.

The former premier
said instead of giving pri-
ority to resolving the cur-
rent economic crisis, the
government was divided
on whether President
Gotabaya or his elder
brother and Prime
Minister Mahinda
Rajapaksa should quit.

Lankan govt’s priority should be seeking financial
aid from India & China: Wickremesinghe

Indian professionals in China urge
Jaishankar to press Chinese govt to

permit return of their families
Beijing, May 2 (PTI):

As China finally con-
sented to permit some
Indian students to return
to re-join studies after
over two years of delay, a
number of Indian profes-
sionals whose families are
stuck back home due to
Beijing’s stringent COVID
visa rules have appealed
to External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar to
take up their plight with
the Chinese government.

Many Indian profes-
sionals working in China
for a long period ranging
from five to 27 years sent a
joint petition to
Jaishankar on May 1,
highlighting their an-

guish.
We have been separated

from our respective fami-
lies including kids for
more than 26 months due
to the COVID-19 pandemic
and related travel and
visa disruptions,” these
professionals, who are
based in Beijing,
Shanghai and other cities,
said in the petition sub-
mitted to the Indian
Embassy here.

Among the petitioners
are parents who have not
seen their newborn ba-
bies for over two years be-
sides others whose chil-
dren were studying in
China and could not re-
turn to re-join the schools
due to the cancellation of

visas and flights, disrupt-
ing their studies.

The families of dozens
of Indian professionals
left China in 2020 soon
after coronavirus broke
out in Wuhan. But many
Indian professionals who
have their business in
China besides lucrative
jobs could not return
causing complete disrup-
tion of their lives and
businesses.

The petition followed
China’s last week decision
to permit some Indian
students among over
23,000 studying in Chinese
universities to return as
part of a limited opening
up for foreign students, re-
laxing its stringent

COVID protocols under
which visas and flights to
India remained cancelled.

Actually, the work for
Indian students’ return
has already been started.
All that remains to be
done is for the Indian side
to provide the list of stu-
dents who really need to
come back to China,”
Chinese Foreign Ministry
spokesman Zhao Lijian
told the media here on
Friday. Following the
Chinese announcement,
the Indian Embassy here
sought the details of the
students intending to re-
turn and requested the
concerned students to
provide the required in-
formation by May 8.

First civilians leave Mariupol steel plant
Zaporizhzhia (Ukraine), May 2 (AP):

People fleeing besieged
Mariupol described weeks
of bombardments and dep-
rivations as they arrived
Monday in Ukrainian-held
territory, where relief
workers awaited the first
group of civilians freed
from a steel plant that is
last redoubt of Ukrainian
fighters in the devastated
port city.

Video posted online
Sunday by Ukrainian
forces showed elderly
women and mothers with
small children climbing
over a steep pile of rubble
from the sprawling
Azovstal steel plant and
eventually boarding a bus.

More than 100 civilians
from the plant were expect-
ed to arrive in
Zaporizhzhia, about 140
miles (230 kilometers)
northwest of Mariupol, on
Monday, Ukrainian
President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy said.

The evacuation, if suc-
cessful, would represent
rare progress in easing the
human cost of the almost
10-week war, which has
caused particular suffering
in Mariupol. Previous at-
tempts to open safe corri-
dors out of the city on the
Sea of Azov and other
places have broken down.
People fleeing Russian-oc-
cupied areas in the past

have said their vehicles
were fired on, and
Ukrainian officials have re-
peatedly accused Russian
forces of shelling agreed-
upon evacuation routes.

Today, for the first time
in all the days of the war,
this vitally needed green
corridor has started work-
ing, Zelenskyy said Sunday
in a pre-recorded address
published on his Telegram

messaging channel.
At least some of the peo-

ple evacuated from the
plant were apparently
taken to a village controlled
by Moscow-backed sepa-
ratists, though Russian
state media reported they
would be allowed to contin-
ue on to Ukrainian-held ter-
ritory if they wanted to. In
the past, Ukrainian offi-
cials have accused
Moscow’s troops of forcibly
relocating civilians from
areas they have captured to
Russia; Moscow has said
the people wanted to go to
Russia.

While official evacua-
tions have often faltered,
many people have managed
to flee Mariupol under
their own steam in recent
weeks. Others are unable to
escape.

People without cars can-
not leave. They’re desper-
ate, said Olena Gibert, who
was among those arriving
an a U.N.-backed reception
center in Zaporizhzhia in

dusty and often damaged
private cars. You need to go
get them. People have noth-
ing. We had nothing.

She said many people
still in Mariupol wish to es-
cape the Russian-controlled
city but can’t say so openly
amid the atmosphere of
constant pro-Russian prop-
aganda. A siege of the city
since the early days of the
war has trapped civilians
in terrible conditions, with
scarce access to food, water,
medicine and electricity.
They have suffered intense
bombardment, including a
Russian airstrike on a ma-
ternity hospital and the
bombing of a theater.

Anastasiia Dembytska,
who took advantage of the
brief cease-fire around the
evacuation of civilians
from the steel plant to leave
with her daughter, nephew
and dog, told The
Associated Press her fami-
ly survived by cooking on a
makeshift stove and drink-
ing well water.

Kyiv, May 2 (AP) The
Ukrainian military says
that Russia has rede-
ployed some of its forces
from the port of Mariupol
to join its offensive in the
east.

The General Staff of
the Ukrainian armed
forces on Monday said sev-
eral Russian battalions
had been sent from
Mariupol to the town of
Popasna in the eastern
Luhansk region.

Popasna has been one of
the epicentres of fighting
in the east as the Russian
military has sought to
break through the
Ukrainian defences there
in a bid to encircle
Ukrainian forces in the
east. The Ukrainian

General Staff also said
that the Russians were
also trying to press their
attacks from Izyum to the
towns of Slovyansk and
Barvinkove.

Ukrainian military ana-
lyst Oleh Zhdanov told
The Associated Press that
the redeployment of forces
from Mariupol to the front-
line in the east reflect their
failure to make any gains
there.

The Russian military is
still struggling to uproot
the last remaining
Ukrainian pocket of resist-
ance at the giant Azovstal
steel mill in Mariupol. The
UN is set to coordinate an
effort on Monday to evacu-
ate civilians sheltering at
the plant.

Russia deploys some
forces from Mariupol

People climbing over debris at the Azovstal steel plant, in
Mariupol, eastern Ukraine. 
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A genius departs 
In Neal Adams' demise the
world of comics has lost one of
the greatest illustrators of all
time. Neal Adams is popularly
known for bringing the super-
heroes of the world of comics to
life with his golden touch and
superb creativity. He was truly a
legend in this field and he start-
ed his career drawing for Archie
Comics in 1959. He began free-
lancing for DC Comics in 1967
and also worked with Marvel
Comics later. Adams was the
illustrator who redefined the
graphics of superheroes
Batman, Green arrow, Green
Lantern, X-Men and the
Avengers, to name a few from
his long list of comic characters
whom his golden touch made
the readers really feel them.
Adams was also behind creating
some of the iconic villains in
Batman's storyline, including
Joker and Two-Face. He and
famous comic book writer
Dennis O'Neil joined hands to
come out with the 'X-Men'
series and they went on to work
notably on the 'Batman' series
which even later paved way for
Batman movies. Just like his
superheroes, he, too, had to
face a lot of hurdles in his life
but overcame those with his tal-
ent, determination and intelli-
gence. Adams was rejected by
DC at the beginning and he
started his career drawing for
Archie Comics. Once this illus-
trator started getting famous
almost all the comic book giants
of that period were after him to
get his magical touch on their
story board! Adams also fought
for creators' rights, causing
even the comic book giants -
Marvel and DC- to begin the
practice of returning art to
artists. Adams' art influenced
comic creators around the
world and his name and cre-
ations will ever remain immor-
tal, just like his evergreen
heroes. 

MM  PPrraaddyyuu,,  KKaannnnuurr..

The Becker tragedy
The two-and-a-half years'
imprisonment of tennis ace
Boris Becker for hiding his
assets relating to his 2017 bank-
ruptcy, is nothing short of a
tragedy. Becker, who won six
Grand Slam singles titles and
took the tennis world by storm
by winning his first Wimbledon
title as an unknown 17-year-old
boy, gained more scurrility for
his misadventures off the tennis
court. He hasn't been able to
keep his head above the water,
as personal and financial trou-
bles have dogged him since he
hung up his racquet. It is ironic
that Becker, who was once
"Great Britain's favourite
German", has now been con-
demned to the level of an
"offender" and has been jailed
by the same country. Becker's is
a sad saga of a fallen star, who
still reminds legions of fans
what it means to have both tal-
ent and virtuosity. Intriguingly,
Becker's rise to fame and his
fall to shame started and ended
in 'courts.' 

RRaannggaannaatthhaann  SSiivvaakkuummaarr,,  
vviiaa  eemmaaiill

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

WHAT THEY TWEET!

MMeeeennaakkaasshhii
LLeekkhhii@@MM__LLeekkhhii

Remembering one of the
greatest filmmakers in

film history, Shri Satyajit
Ray on his birth anniver-
sary. His contribution to
the world of cinema and
art remains invaluable

and significant.
#AmritMahotsav

SShhaasshhii  TThhaarroooorr@@
SShhaasshhiiTThhaarroooorr

In Thiruvananthapuram tonight,
caught up with@

ArjunaRanatunga for a discus-
sion on contemporary Sri Lanka

& its many challenges. 
Always refreshing to touch base

with him.

KKaarraann  JJoohhaarr@@kkaarraannjjoohhaarr
Super excited! One of the most
talented people I have known

respected and loved! 
Can’t wait to release the trailer
tomorrow ! For all of you to see

the fantasticness!

PPrriittiisshh  NNaannddyy
@@PPrriittiisshhNNaannddyy

A brave call by Prime
Minister @narendramodi.

We’ve been pleading for this
for years. Finally it has

reached the one man who
can do something about it. 
3 out of 4 people in our jails
today are undertrials, pun-
ished but not proven guilty.

Time to let them out.
@PMOIndia

NNaarreennddrraa  MMooddii  @@nnaarreennddrraammooddii
Landed in Berlin. Today, I will be holding talks with Chancellor @OlafScholz, interacting with business leaders and

addressing a community programme. I am confident this visit will boost the friendship between India and Germany.

PPrreessss  TTrruusstt  ooff  IInnddiiaa@@PPTTII__NNeewwss
Covid: SC holds restrictions on

unvaccinated individuals for
access to public places are unrea-

sonable, suggests states to
remove such curbs

A s they say, it’s all over bar the shouting. Not that the
shouting is over, not by a long chalk. That continues

as US Senators recently even called for sanctions on India
over its stance on Russia. Over the last few months, and
particularly last week, Delhi has seen a barrage of veiled
threats and entreaties as leaders from all major European
countries and the United States descended on India to en-
list its support on the Ukraine war. While these have abat-
ed somewhat as Delhi stood firm in its public stance, it is a
good time to put matters straight over India’s position on
Ukraine, not in terms of justification but clarity on just
where we stand, and where we are likely to head over the
next few months. This also means assessing some of the
treasured theories and suppositions rife among ‘experts’,
including demands such as Indian mediation, or warn-
ings that India’s ‘weak’ stance would lead to China jump-
ing in. First, India’s position has been far from static. It
evolved as the conflict continued, with India’s Permanent
Representative continuing to abstain from Resolutions
that condemned Russia, but also refusing to support an
opportunistic Russian resolution. In the early part of the
conflict, Delhi indisputably needed Russian and
Ukrainian assistance to get its 22,000 citizens out, includ-
ing those from 18 other countries, and so adopted a posi-
tion that stressed ‘dialogue and diplomacy’ in February,
together with the Prime Minister’s talks with both sides.
That position continued till mid-March when the last air-
craft returned. By 24 March, India abstained on a
Resolution by Russia, which ironically called for  ‘civilian
protection’ in Ukraine, and ‘unhindered access for hu-
manitarian assistance’, which also stressed that the issue
should not be ‘politicised’.On 7 April, India again ab-
stained on a vote to remove Russia from the Human
Rights Council, this time, however, choosing to ‘condemn’
the Bucha killings and calling for an independent investi-
gation. India’s vote, therefore, followed an even-handedap-
proach even as it centralised “respecting sovereignty and
territorial integrity of states” and for ‘peaceful resolution
of international disputes’. This last has led many to as-
sume that India and China’s position was the same. While
Beijing’s explanation of vote did tick both these boxes, the
rest of the statement noted the ‘history’ and “abandoning
the Cold War mentality, abandoning the logic of ensuring
one’s own security at the expense of others’ security, and
abandoning the approach of seeking regional security by
expanding military blocs’. In simple words, there is no
commonality between the two positions at all. In future,
India’s position is unlikely to change in terms of absten-
tion. Few remember that India also abstained on a US-
sponsored Resolution 688, which was the prelude to the in-
vasion of Iraq, at a time when India was convinced that
Iraq had no ‘Weapons of Mass Destruction’ at all. Also
were  similar Resolutions on Bosnia and Libya, both of
which also presaged interventions, which led to long
drawn out civil warsin those countries.

The inside out of 
India’s ‘position’

T he end of the Cold War marked the beginning of an
era of covert offensives, externally instigated insur-

gencies and proxy wars. Interestingly, even a military in-
trusion like the one ordered by President Putin in
Ukraine two months ago was couched in the description
of an 'army operation compelled by Russia's security con-
cerns' — the fact of world opinion going totally against a
one-sided 'open war' was perhaps being acknowledged
here. Indeed, the Russia-Ukraine military conflict is now
a prolonged 'war of resistance' put up by Ukrainians
against the Russian army on their soil — largely with the
help of arms and ammunition supplied to them by the
US-led West. This created uncertainty as to when will the
UN and other mediators can get Ukraine and Russia to
accept terms for a negotiated peace conceding a minimal
'give and take'. Now in an ongoing conflict that entailed
secretive planning, surreptitious moves and behind-the-
scene 'war gaming', the 'inside information' — called in-
telligence — on the adversary's manoeuvres was needed
by both sides. Intelligence, however, was the basic re-
quirement for a country handling the challenge of coun-
tering a covert attack of terrorists, neutralising the
forces behind cross-border offensives, unearthing drug
trade linked to narco-terror, detecting clandestine use of
social media for spreading radicalisation and dealing
with enemies planning combat in the cyberspace. It
needs to be re-emphasised that Defence is protection
against an 'open-armed attack' while Security by defini-
tion, is the safeguarding of the nation against 'covert' at-
tacks of the 'unseen' adversary. Today all countries have
realised the importance of strengthening the national se-
curity set-up for which Intelligence agencies provided the
substratum. For a democratic regime like India's. it was
able to fully discharge its first duty of safeguarding na-
tional security against external and internal threats. For
ensuring a timely flow of reliable, untainted and relevant
information about the secret plans of the invisible enemy
— which precisely was the definition of intelligence — it
had created special agencies with substantive invest-
ment, to be managed on professionally sound concepts of
deploying the best available manpower, relying on in-
tense specialised training and keeping the national inter-
est above everything else. The basic three principles on
which intelligence agencies have worked and performed
with such excellence are their belief that they served the
sovereign in the best national interest, their total free-
dom from bureaucratisation, favouritism and credit-
sharing flaws and the willingness of their officers to em-
brace anonymity by choice. Significantly, India's premier
intelligence agency, the Intelligence Bureau, traced its ex-
istence since 1888, perhaps to prove the point of continu-
ity of Intelligence as a built-in part of the sovereign func-
tioning of the state — there is little doubt in any case,
that in independent India, IB has over the decades estab-
lished a reputation for providing fail-safe intelligence to
the powers that be and maintaining the highest stan-
dards of professionalism.

The growing importance 
of intelligence
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SF recruits during passing out cum attestation parade at Subsidiary Training Centre, BSF, Humhama, in Srinagar, Monday. As
many as 459 recruits passed out to join BSF.

A free press plays an es-
sential role in our dem-

ocratic societies such as
holding governments ac-
countable, exposing corrup-
tion, injustice, and abuse of
power, informing societies,
and being involved in deci-
sions and policies affecting
them.
The World Press Freedom
Index paints a dismal picture
of press freedom around the
world. Increasing forms of
government intimidation,
censorship, and harassment
of journalists and media out-
lets threaten to undermine
the nature and resilience of
our democracies. How we
deal with this issue in the
times to come will be the de-
ciding factor.

The World Press Freedom
Index 2021 has been released
by the media watchdog group
Reporters Without Borders.
Norway topped the index for
the fifth year in a row. The re-
port labeled 132 countries as
"very poor", "poor" or "prob-
lematic". India ranked 142
out of 180 countries. India
was ranked in the "poor" cat-
egory along with Brazil,
Mexico, and Russia. The re-
port said that India is one of

the most dangerous coun-
tries in the world for journal-
ists trying to do their jobs
properly. In 2016, India's rank
was 133, which has steadily
dropped to 142 in 2020. India
has been criticized around
the world for its "extremely
violent social media hate
campaign" against journal-
ists who "dare to criticize"
the government.

Free exchange of ideas,
free exchange of information
and knowledge, debate, and
expression of different
points of view are important
for the smooth functioning of
democracy. A free press can
inform citizens about the
successes or failures of its
leaders.

It conveys the needs and
wants of the people to the
government bodies, takes in-
formed decisions, and as a re-
sult strengthens the society.
It promotes open discussion
of ideas that allows individu-
als to participate fully in po-
litical life. Free media makes
people question the decisions
of the government and make
them accountable. the voice
of the marginalized; Being
the voice of the people, inde-
pendent media gives them

the right to express their
opinion. Thus, free media is
important in a democracy.
Due to these characteristics,
the media is considered the
fourth pillar of democracy
after the legislature, execu-
tive, and judiciary.

The biggest threat to the
freedom of the press is fake
news; The pressure of the
government in the name of
rules, the bombardment of
fake news, and the influence
of social media are danger-
ous. Corruption-paid news,
advertising, and fake news
are a threat to free and fair
media. The biggest issue is
the safety of journalists,
killings and attacks on jour-
nalists covering sensitive is-
sues are very common.
Shared and abusive language
is used on social networks
against journalists who use
social media. Reports such as
'Freedom in the World 2021
(Freedom House, US)', '2020
Human Rights Report (US
State Department)',
'Autocratization Goes Viral
(V-Dem Institute, Sweden)'
highlight threats to journal-
ists in India Is. Corporate
and political power has over-
whelmed large sections of
the media, both print and vi-
sual, which leads to vested
interests and erodes freedom.

Freedom of the press is at
the foundation of all demo-
cratic organizations in India.
The Indian Constitution
guarantees freedom of
speech and expression under
Article 19, which deals with
freedom of speech, etc.
Freedom of the press is not
explicitly protected by the
Indian legal system, but it is
implicitly protected under
Article 19(1)(a) of the

Constitution. However, even
the freedom of the press is
not absolute. It is a regulato-
ry body established under
the Press Council of India
Act 1978. Its objective is to
maintain the freedom of the
press and to maintain and
improve the standards of
newspapers and news agen-
cies in India. Paris-based
Reporters Without Borders
publishes a World Press
Freedom Index annually. The
index evaluates the level of
freedom available to the
media in 180 countries,
which informs governments
and officials of their policies
and regulations against and
against freedom of the press.
India has been ranked 142
out of 180 countries in the
World Press Freedom Index,
2021.

The Press Council of
India, a regulatory body, may
warn and regulate the media
if it finds that a newspaper
or news agency has violated
media ethics. Statutory sta-
tus should be given to the
News Broadcasters
Association which repre-
sents private television news
and current affairs broad-
casters.

There is a need to restore
confidence in the media to
combat material manipula-
tion and fake news without
undermining the freedom of
the media. The media must
stick to the core principles
such as truth and accuracy,
transparency, independence,
fairness and impartiality, re-
sponsibility and impartiali-
ty.

Writer is Research
Scholar in Political
Science, Poet, freelance
journalist, and columnist.

India is one of the most dangerous
countries in the world for journalists
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Here's wishing the legend
@BrianLara  a very happy birth-
day! One of the greatest cricket

has ever seen! Glad to have
played in an era of such greats
who have inspired millions of

people to pick up the beautiful
game! God bless...

have a wonderful year

PRIYANKA 'SAURABH'

BSF PASSING OUT PARADE

Press Freedom Day Today
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BRIEF

Additional charge

Panaji: Sudhakar T N
on Sunday took over
the additional charge
of Chairman and
Managing Director at
Goa Shipyard
Limited. He took over
the additional charge
of CMD after Cmde B
B Nagpal demitted the
office, the company
said in a press release.
Goa Shipyard Limited
(GSL) spokesman said
that Sudhakar started
his career with Bharat
Heavy Electrical Ltd
(BHEL), EPD,
Bengaluru.

Blended petrol 
Tinsukia: Indian Oil
Corp (IOC) rolled out
M15 petrol -- 15 per
cent blend of
methanol with petrol -
- on a pilot basis in
Assam's Tinsukia dis-
trict. Union Minister
of State for Petroleum
and Natural Gas
Rameswar Teli
launched the M15
petrol in the presence
of Niti Aayog mem-
ber VK Saraswat and
IOC chairman SM
Vaidya on Saturday.
Teli said that blend-
ing fuel with
methanol will provide
respite from the ris-
ing prices. "Pilot roll-
out of M15 is a step-
ping stone towards
achieving fuel inde-
pendence and reduc-
ing the import bur-
den," he said.

Digital India Inside

Bengaluru: Giving
the analogy of chip
major Intel's famous
slogan "Intel Inside",
Minister of State for
Communications and
IT Rajeev
Chandrasekhar on
Sunday said all efforts
of the government in
the semiconductor do-
main should make the
world hear "Digital
India Inside". The
minister also said in-
dustry players like
Dell, Sony as well as
ISRO and the Atomic
Energy Department
are all endorsing and
working with the
Digital India RISC-V
(DIR-V) programme.
The government has
set a deadline to com-
mercially launch the
first indigenous
chipset by 2023-24
under the DIR-V.

Suzuki Motorcycle
New Delhi: Suzuki
Motorcycle India on
Monday reported
sales of 71,987 units
in April, a dip of 8 per
cent from 77,849 units
sold in the same
month last year. The
company said its do-
mestic sales last
month stood at 54,327
units, while exports
were at 17,660 units.
"Two-wheeler indus-
try continues to navi-
gate through the chal-
lenges thrown by the
pandemic and semi-
conductor shortage.
Even with these chal-
lenges, the company
has maintained its
sales momentum,"
Suzuki Motorcycle
India Managing
Director Satoshi
Uchida said in a state-
ment.

AKSHAYA TRITIYA PREPARATIONS

Women purchase gold ornaments from a jewellery shop on the eve of Akshaya Tritiya,
at Sadar Bazar market, in Gurugram on Monday.

New Delhi, May 02:  

Union road transport
and highways minister
Nitin Gadkari on Monday
said that if the US-based
EV maker Tesla manufac-
tures its electric vehicles
in India then the company
will also get benefits.

Addressing an event
here, Gadkari said days
are not very far when the
prices of all electric vehi-
cles will be less than the
cost of petrol vehicles in
the country.

"Agar Tesla India me
electric car manufacture
karega toh unka bhi fayda
hoga (If Tesla manufac-
tures its electric vehicles
in India then they will also
get benefits)," he said.

Earlier on April 26,
Gadkari had said, if Tesla
is ready to manufacture its
EVs in India then there is
'no problem', but the com-
pany must not import cars
from China.

"If Elon Musk (Tesla
CEO) is ready to manufac-
ture in India then there is
no problem ... Come to
India, start manufactur-

ing, India is a large mar-
ket, they can export from
India," he had said at an
interactive session at the
Raisina Dialogue. Last
year, the heavy industries
ministry had also asked
Tesla to first start manu-
facturing its iconic elec-
tric vehicles in India be-
fore any tax concessions
can be considered.

At present, cars import-
ed as Completely Built
Units (CBUs) attract cus-
toms duty ranging from
60-100 per cent, depending
on engine size and Cost,
Insurance and Freight
(CIF) value less or above
USD 40,000. Last year, in a
letter to the road ministry,
the US firm had stated
that the effective import

tariff of 110 per cent on
vehicles with customs
value above USD 40,000 is
"prohibitive" to zero-emis-
sion vehicles. It had re-
quested the government to
standardise the tariff on
electric cars to 40 per cent,
irrespective of the cus-
toms value, and withdraw
the social welfare sur-
charge of 10 per cent on
electric cars. It had stated
that these changes would
boost the development of
the Indian EV ecosystem
and the company will
make significant direct in-
vestments in sales, serv-
ice, and charging infra-
structure; and significant-
ly increase procurement
from India for its global
operations.

Tesla can benefit by manufacturing
EVs in India: Nitin Gadkari

New Delhi, May, 02: 

Vedanta Aluminium,
India's largest producer of
aluminium, has an-
nounced long-term sourc-
ing of 380 MW of renew-
able energy for its
Aluminium Smelters. 180
MW of this RE will be for
the Aluminium Smelter at
Jharsuguda, in Odisha,
and 200 MW for the Bharat
Aluminium Company
(BALCO) at Korba, in
Chhattisgarh. This will be
carried out through a
Power Delivery Agreement
(PDA) between Vedanta
Limited (Aluminium
Business) and Special
Purpose Vehicles - affili-
ates of Sterlite Power
Technologies Pvt Ltd
(SPTPL), a company en-
gaged in the business of
supplying renewable
power (hybrid) with solar,
wind and storage solu-
tions. Once online, this
project has the potential to
reduce Vedanta

Aluminium's GHG (green-
house gas) emissions by ~
15,00,000 tonnes of CO2
equivalent annually.

Charting its roadmap to
Net Zero by 2050, Vedanta
Aluminium is working on
a three pronged-approach
to decarbonize its opera-
tions - increasing the quan-
tum of renewable energy
in its energy mix, bolster-
ing operational efficiencies
to reduce energy consump-
tion, and rapidly transi-
tioning to cleaner fuels and
technologies. Notably, the
company was India's
largest industrial con-
sumer of renewable ener-
gy in FY22, having pro-
cured nearly 3 Billion

Units which was utilized in
the production of
Vedanta's low carbon
'green' aluminium brand -
'Restora'. It is a strategic
imperative for the compa-
ny to reduce carbon emis-
sions across every process
stage. As a result of this
unwavering focus, Vedanta
Aluminium has reduced
its GHG emissions intensi-
ty by 21% in FY21 while al-
most tripling its produc-
tion, over FY12 baseline.
The company is also a
member of the prestigious
Dow Jones Sustainability
Index (DJSI) family an-
dranked 4th amongst glob-
al aluminium producers in
2021.

Vedanta Aluminium announces long-term
sourcing of 380 MW renewable power

̈ Power delivery agreement for 380 MW
Renewable Energy supply to Aluminium
Smelters in Jharsuguda (Odisha) and
BALCO (Korba, Ch'garh)

̈ Potential GHG emissions reduction 
of ~ 15,00,000 TCo2eper annum.

Hyderabad, May 02: 

The largest iron ore pro-
ducer of the country, state-
owned NMDC reported
production of 3.15 Million
Tonnes (MnT) and sale of
3.12 MnTof iron ore in the
first month of FY23.

The company continues
to register growth in its
physical performance.
Iron ore production in
April 2022 was 0.6% higher
than that of April 2021 and
sales during the month
saw a growth of 0.9% over
the CPLY. Deriving
strength from the 42 MnT
produced in FY22, the min-
ing major achieved the
highest production for any
April month in the compa-
ny's history.

Encouraging the team
to keep up the spectacular
performance, Sumit Deb,
CMD, NMDC said, "FY23

has started on the right
note for us and is a reflec-
tion of our team's hard
work aligned with the
company's strategic pos-
ture. Our adoption of new
technology and digital ini-
tiatives is strengthening
our supply chain and mak-
ing NMDC future ready.
Having achieved the target
of 42 MnT iron ore produc-
tion, we are confident that
NMDC will grow to be-
come a 50 MnT mining
company in the near fu-
ture." 

Steady start to FY-23 for NMDC

New Delhi, May 02: 

India's manufacturing
sector activities witnessed
faster growth in April
amid quicker increases in
production as well as fac-
tory orders, and renewed
expansion in internation-
al sales, a monthly survey
said on Monday.

The seasonally adjusted
S&P Global India
M a n u f a c t u r i n g
Purchasing Managers'
Index (PMI) rose from 54.0
in March to 54.7 in April,
as a retreat of COVID-19
restrictions continued to
support demand. The
April PMI data pointed to
an improvement in overall
operating conditions for
the tenth straight month.
In PMI parlance, a print

above 50 means expansion,
while a score below 50 de-
notes contraction. "The
Indian manufacturing
PMI remained well inside
positive territory during
April, recovering some of
the ground lost in March.
Factories continued to
scale up production at an
above-trend pace, with the
ongoing increases in sales

and input purchasing, sug-
gesting that growth will be
sustained in the near-
term," said Pollyanna De
Lima, Economics
Associate Director at S&P
Global.

April data showed a re-
bound in new export or-
ders, following the first
contraction for nine
months in March. The
rate of increase was solid
and the strongest since
last July. Inflationary pres-
sures meanwhile intensi-
fied, owing to rising com-
modity prices, the Russia-
Ukraine war and greater
transportation costs.
Input prices increased at
the fastest pace in five
months, while output
charge inflation hit a 12-
month high.

India’s manufacturing sector sees faster
growth amid high inflation in Apr: PMI

New Delhi, May 2 (PTI): 

TVS Motor Company
on Monday said it has
launched a new variant of
its NTORQ 125 scooter
priced at Rs 1,02,823 (ex-
showroom Delhi).

The NTORQ 125 XT
comes with a
SmartXonnect connectivi-
ty platform and around 60
other features, making it
the most tech-advanced
scooter on sale in the
country, TVS Motor
Company said in a state-
ment.

The features include a
voice assist feature, which
can now accept voice com-
mands directly, start-stop
function, among others, it
added. "The TVS NTORQ
125 XT has set a new
benchmark in the con-
nected two-wheeler mobil-
ity experience with never
seen hi-tech features,"
TVS Motor Company

Senior Vice President
(Marketing) Commuters,
Corporate Brand & Dealer
T r a n s f o r m a t i o n ,
Aniruddha Haldar said.
The tech-savvy Gen Z will
be delighted by the TVS

NTORQ experience that
just went up a big notch in
keeping their connected
lifestyles, he added. TVS
NTORQ 125 XT comes
with a 124.8 cc engine that
generates 6.9 kW of
power.

TVS Motor drives in
NTORQ 125 XT scooter
tagged at Rs 1.03 lakh

New Delhi, May 02:  

Stating that ensuring ad-
equate fuel supply to ther-
mal power plants is its "pri-
ority", public sector miner
Coal India has asked its em-
ployees to step up efforts
and breach the production
and offtake target of 700
million tonnes for FY23.

In a letter to the employ-
ees of Coal India Limited
(CIL), the company's chair-
man-cum-managing direc-
tor Pramod Agrawal said
that the company's priority
is to make sure that the
electricity generating units
are well stocked with do-
mestic fuel amid the ongo-
ing power shortage. "Coal
India's priority is to ensure
that the nation's power
plants are well stocked with
domestic coal and the coun-
try gets power at just price.
The aim should be to secu-
ritise energy at least cost,"
Agrawal said and asked the
employees to treat the tar-

gets as "sacrosanct".
"Do not let any compla-

cency seep in. Drawing in-
spiration from the perform-
ance of FY22, let us consoli-
date it further in FY23 to
breach the 700 MT output
and offtake targets," the
CMD said. The country, he
said, looks up to Coal India
for fuelling its energy
needs. "It then becomes not
only our responsibility but
a corporate obligation to
live up to that great expecta-
tion," he added. Every year
throws up new challenges
and new difficulties,
Agrawal said and asked his
employees to be prepared to
face them. "There is no way
of skirting around the
issue," he said.

CIL’s priority is to ensure
power plants are 

well-stocked with coal: CMD

Mumbai, May 02:  

Melorra, one of India’s
fastest-growing D2C
brands, is giving cus-
tomers a choice of over
16000 BIS hallmarked, af-
fordable and trendy gold
jewellery designs for daily
wear ahead of Akshaya
Tritiya. Customers can
choose pieces inspired by
the most recent runway
trends and get up to 50%
off on making charges of
gold jewellery at
www.melorra.com. They
can also shop via
Melorra’s 11 physical ex-
perience centers in
Bengaluru, Delhi,
Lucknow, Mumbai,
Bhopal, and Noida.

Akshaya means ‘eter-
nal’ and Tritiya stands for
‘third day', Akshaya

Tritiya is considered aus-
picious for new ventures,
marriages, expensive in-
vestments such as gold or
other property, and any
new beginnings.

This is where Melorra is
bringing gold jewellery col-
lections that will help
women trend every day
and everywhere. Four new
trend inspired collections
have been launched name-
ly ‘The Greek Goddess’,
‘Lace Up’, ‘Volume’ and
‘Sunny’. Speaking about
this, Saroja Yeramilli, CEO
& Founder, Melorra, said,
“This Akshaya Tritiya, we
are encouraging women to
buy gold jewellery that
complements their daily-
wear wardrobe through
our campaign ‘Auspicious
today, fashionable every
day’.

Melorra introduces affordable and
trendy gold jewellery designs

Mumbai, May 02: 

With the onset of the summer
season in India, Amazon.in is
excited to announce its
‘Summer Sale’ kickstarting
from May 04, 2022. This
Summer Sale, customers can
look forward to big savings
from brands such as OnePlus,
LG, Intel, Tecno, Fujitsu, Renee,
and Sugar amongst many oth-
ers. Amazon is introducing
‘Countdown Deals’ for the first
time that will be open for all
customers and the selected
offers will give them early
access to a wide array of prod-
ucts across categories until
May 3. These offers will be
available on brands like
Realme, Apple, Samsung,
OPPO, boat, Noise, Fossil,
Fastrack, TIMEX, American
Tourister, Safari, Skybags,
Eureka Forbes, Philips, Hero
cycles etc. Customers can save
more and opt for a wide range
of affordable finance options
such as 10% instant bank dis-

count on ICICI Bank, Kotak and
RBL Credit/Debit Cards,
Credit/Debit EMI transactions;
no-cost EMI on Debit & Credit
cards and Bajaj FinServ,
exchange offers, exciting offers
from select Credit/Debit cards
and lots more. With Amazon Pay
ICICI Bank Credit Card, cus-
tomers can save up to 5% on
shopping. Eligible customers
who do not have the card can
get rewards up to INR. 2,000 on
applying. New users can sign up
and shop with Amazon Pay UPI
and avail further savings of up
to 10% or INR. 100. Customers
can save up to INR. 5,000 on
shopping during the rewards
Festival, just by making daily
payments such as sending
money, paying bills and more
and unlock exciting shopping
rewards that can be redeemed
during the sale. With Amazon
Pay Later, users can get instant
credit up to INR. 60,000 along
with INR.150 flat cashback on
activation and INR 100 cashback
on all the shopping orders. 

Amazon.in announces
‘Summer Sale’

New Delhi, May 02: 

Amid multiple cases of
electric two-wheel-
ers catching fire,
Road Transport
and Highways
S e c r e t a r y
G i r i d h a r
Aramane on
Sunday said each
and every incident
will be probed and
asserted that the
Indian EV indus-
try is bound to prosper
and grow beyond 'our
imagination'. Aramane
further said the Ministry
of Road, Transport and
Highways (MoRTH) has
achieved an overall asset
monetisation value of
about Rs 21,000 crore in
FY22 as part of the

Centre's National
Monetisation Pipeline.

"Each and every inci-
dent (of electric vehicles
catching fire) will be
probed into," he told PTI in
an interview. Recently,
there have been multiple

incidents of elec-
tric vehicles (EVs)
catching fire and
resulting in deaths
and severe in-
juries to people.
Asked if the spate
of high profile bat-
tery fires is under-
mining India's bid
to become a leader
in EVs, Aramane

said not necessarily, if the
manufacturers quickly es-
tablish necessary func-
tional safety protocols,
quality control and quality
assurance systems.

"The Indian EV indus-
try is bound to prosper
and grow beyond our
imagination," he asserted.

EV fire incidents will be
probed: Transport Secy
̈ Industry bound to

grow beyond our
imagination

New Delhi, May 02: 

Mortgage lender HDFC
Ltd on Sunday raised its
benchmark lending rate by 5
basis points, a move that will
increase EMI for existing
borrowers. The rate increase
is in line with other lenders,
including the State Bank of
India and Bank of Baroda.

"HDFC increases its Retail
Prime Lending Rate (RPLR)
on Housing loans, on which
its Adjustable Rate Home
Loans (ARHL) are bench-
marked, by 5 basis points,
with effect from May 1, 2022,"
the company said in a state-
ment. There is no change in
the lending for new borrow-
ers. The rates for new bor-
rowers range between 6.70
per cent and 7.15 per cent, de-
pending on credit and loan
amount. Last month, SBI
and other lenders raised
benchmark lending rates,
pushing EMIs for the exist-
ing customers.

HDFC raises
lending rate by 
5 basis points

Mumbai, May 02: 

Benchmark indices continued
their downtrend on Monday,
with the Sensex falling 84.88
points, tracking selling in
index majors Infosys and
Reliance Industries along with
weak global equities.
The 30-share BSE benchmark
went lower by 84.88 points or
0.15 per cent to settle at
56,975.99 after recovering
some lost ground during the
fag-end of trade. During the
day, it tanked 648.25 points or
1.13 per cent to 56,412.62. The
NSE Nifty declined 33.45
points or 0.20 per cent to close
at 17,069.10. From the Sensex
pack, Titan, Wipro, Tech
Mahindra, Infosys, Maruti,
Asian Paints, Larsen & Toubro
and SBI were among the major
laggards.
In contrast, IndusInd Bank,
NTPC, Power Grid, Tata Steel,
HDFC and ITC were among the
gainers. Elsewhere in Asia,
markets in Seoul and Tokyo

settled lower, while Shanghai
and Hong Kong were closed
for holidays. Bourses in
Europe were also trading
lower in the afternoon session.
Stocks in the US had ended
significantly lower on Friday.
Meanwhile, international oil
benchmark Brent crude
declined 2.61 per cent to USD
104.3 per barrel.

Markets continue to fall for 2nd
day; Sensex declines 85 points

Cezanne Khan roped in for
‘Appnapan… Badalate Rishton Ka

Bandhan’

From slice of life to high-octane drama, Sony Entertainment
Television with its content line up has been providing view-

ers a wholesome family viewing experience. Yet again the
channel is all geared up to bring forth another interesting
show - ‘Appnapan… Badalate rishton ka bandhan’ that
promises to tug the audience’s heartstrings with its heart-
felt narrative. Shedding light on the dilemma and complex-
ities in relationships, the show revolves around the story
of an estranged couple – Pallavi and Nikhil
who are now single parents and how
both face their own challenges of par-
enting while battling their obstacles

from their past. But, destiny brings
them face to face once again….will

they give a second chance to their rela-
tionships for the sake of their family?
The answer to this question is defi-
nitely going to keep the viewers in-
trigued.

Popular television star,
Cezanne Khan, will be portray-

ing the role of the lead protago-
nist - Nikhil Jaisingh, a success-
ful businessman, celebrity chef
and an absentee father who
often tries to compensate
for the emotional loss
of love with mate-

rial posses-
sions.

Anushka on projects that 
‘justifies’ keeping her away

from daughter Vamika

A
On her 34th birthday on Sunday, actress-producer Anushka
Sharma spoke about how she is focussing on being a part of
the best scripts that the Hindi film industry has to offer which

will make it worth her time to stay away from her year-old toddler
Vamika. Anushka says, "I will always want to be a part of the best
scripts that come my way. I feel blessed that I am in a position today
to select the type of films that I want to do, which also justifies the
time that I will spend away from my child. "I have always been a
seeker of balance in life and my priority now lies there. I want to
focus on my work life and my family life in equal measure." The ac-
tress says her focus is on the quality of the films that she does. "I'm
always looking for these special scripts that fill me up with joy. I
will always be open to doing projects that are incredibly interest-
ing, represents women in cinema correctly and is also disruptive
and content forward. "As and when those come to me, I will be
more than happy to do it. That's how I'm approaching my career
right now," she says. Anushka will be next seen in 'Chakda
Xpress', a film that traces India's fast bowler Jhulan Goswami's
inspirational journey as she moves up the ladder despite hin-
drances posed by misogynistic politics to fulfil her dream of
playing the sport for the country.

Rakul Preet Singh had tough
time performing in front of
Big B in ‘Runway 34’

B
ollywood actress Rakul Preet Singh, who has been gar-
nering positive response for her work in the recently re-
leased Ajay Devgn directorial 'Runway 34', has spoken

about the challenges that she encountered during the film-
ing of the project where she had to act and emote in front
of a towering personality like Amitabh Bachchan.

Elaborating on the same, she said: "Most challeng-
ing part was to perform the courtroom scene with
Mr. Bachchan. I had to show the tension and vul-
nerability without showing any retaliation
or dialogues at the beginning.

"The fear, vulnerability, loyalty towards
the company and dilemma of the character
along with the tension and panic created by
Mr. Bachchan's character had to be shown
through the eyes as the character was not al-
lowed to speak."

But, it was a blessing for her to have per-
formed in front of the Bollywood megastar as it
enhanced her performance in the film as well. "I
feel when you have a strong actor like him per-
forming in front of you, your performance ele-
vates too as you can feed on his energy and
focus on giving your best," Rakul concluded.

P
aras-
u r a m
Petla's direc-

torial 'Sarkaru Vaari
Paata,' starring Mahesh
Babu and Keerthy Suresh,

is set to hit theatres on May 12.
With only a few days until the

release, the creators have started the
promotion with back-to-back media in-
teractions with their technical team.

In an interview with the scribes, direc-
tor Parasuram Petla revealed that he had
written the 'SVP' story earlier during his

'Geetha Govindam' days, but was hesitant to
approach the superstar.

"Mahesh Babu made it simple for me by
giving me the opportunity to tell the story. He
connected with the characters and thus chose
this film," explained Parasuram, adding: "Once
Mahesh has a firm grasp on the script, he gives it
his all. In his approach, there are no half-meas-
ures."

"If you look at my career graph, you'll notice that I
did start off well, but after 'Sarocharu' failed, I took
a couple of years off, reflected, and then restarted. It
worked wonders for me," Parasuram said.

Despite the fact that it is one of the most anticipat-
ed films, director Parasuram remains confident that

'Sarkaru Vaari Paata' will live up to expectations.
Prasuram teased the plot of the Mahesh

Babu film, saying, "SVP has a bank back-
drop, but the story doesn't talk about

the scandals or anything like that,
but has multiple layers of emotions
imbibed in the narrative."

The director spills beans on
Mahesh Babu's role in the movie,

as he stated: "Mahesh's character
in 'SVP' has a big emotional arc. It is enter-
prising."

Parasuram revealed Mahesh's makeover
for 'SVP,' saying: "It was my idea because I
wanted Mahesh's appearance to have a
'wow' factor. He agreed immediately
and became excited about making
minor changes to his appearance,
such as growing his hair and be-
ginning to work on other minor
changes."

"Mahesh Babu's attention
to detail is superb. This
trip with him taught
me why people be-

come superstars,"
the director ex-

plained.

ACROSS

1. Norwegian port

5. Army division

9. Got up

14. Ship's pole

15. Naked

16. Drying cloth

17. Overfull

19. Shaquille ____

20. Right you ____!

21. Minus

22. Blood component

23. Dwell

25. Pause

26. In the middle

29. Statistics

33. Remains behind

36. Ventilates

37. Thick piece

38. Umpire's cry

39. More flavorful

42. House addition

43. Upon

45. Between continents

46. Roast host

48. Cougar

49. Paraphrase

51. Handyman's need

53. Legally responsible

57. Appoint

60. Washer cycle

62. ____ Vegas

63. Professional speedster

64. Party ribbons

66. Ridiculous

67. Physical discomfort

68. Speak wildly

69. Fender nicks

70. Appendages

71. Amtrak depots (abbr.)

DOWN

1. Movie award

2. Fern "seed"

3. Highway divisions

4. Assoc.

5. Not visible

6. Disappointed shout

7. March date

8. Mogul ____ Turner

9. Lagoon's boundary

10. Reagan and McDonald

11. Has obligations

12. Garment juncture

13. She, in Valencia

18. Firstborn

22. Throb

24. Slippery

25. Lasso

27. Hanging ornament
28. Ceremonial events
30. A Baldwin brother
31. Yarn
32. Fit
33. TV "opera"
34. Dancer's skirt
35. Energy source
40. Slugger Hank ____
41. Eye part
44. Tolerant of delay
47. Give ____ break! (2 wds.)
50. Foreigners
52. Monsters
54. Lamb's sound
55. Young insect
56. Curved letters
57. Parched
58. Rational
59. Read quickly
60. Heavenly light
61. Stiffly formal
64. Watering place
65. Mr.'s mate
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It's possible you could meet someone
today who will act as a kind of
Pygmalion for you. You need to be sur-
rounded and encouraged by people who
believe in you, Aquarius, and it's good
for you have people around to support
you. If you do meet this kind of person,
don't be a showoff. Listen to what he or
she has to say to you. 

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

You are particularly inspired by and sensitive
to crisis situations. What that means is that
you can't stand to see other people suffer.
Sometimes even you suffer because you
don't allow yourself to do the things you like
best and the things that help you feel fulfilled
as a person. Why don't you think about going
easier on yourself, just for today? Try it - you
might like it!

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

Days like today push you to act in the
areas of your life where you may have
hesitated before. Does your love life
need a breath of fresh air? Have you
been dreaming of a nice candlelit din-
ner with your partner? A weekend in
the country? A new home? It's time to
stop dreaming of happiness and do
what you need to do to get it. 

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

You might have questions about the sat-
isfaction you feel about your personal
life, Taurus. It's possible you have more
demands than ever. Things seem so
urgent to you now. Why not take advan-
tage of this attitude to talk about your
deepest desires with your partner?
Things will be much clearer. 

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

Today is excellent for just letting your intu-
ition guide you, Gemini. If you have time,
you might want to let your mind go and fol-
low the train of thought wherever it takes
you. You could find something out about
yourself of which you unaware, something
just waiting to be noticed. Remember,
your desires are fantasies before they
become realties, so dream a little.

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

Today is the kind of day when all you
want to do is think about a vacation.
You're usually such a responsible, con-
scientious worker that you can afford
to escape for just a few minutes. You
could visit the world inside of you. You
may even find something that's been
on your mind for quite some time that
requires some action by you now.

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

You are an excellent friend, and you
take pride in helping the people around
you. Have you ever thought about get-
ting involved in a humanitarian cause
or giving a few hours of your time
every week to your local community?
Today, Leo, these kinds of ideas could
become a real part of your life. 

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Your natural compassion may have led
you to choose a profession in which heal-
ing or helping other people is your pri-
mary duty. Even if this isn't the case,
Virgo, the people around you may seem
particularly demanding today. But be
careful not to go beyond your personal
limits or else you could be the one who
needs other people's help!

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

You have a rather strange day in front
of you, Libra. The celestial atmosphere
could be playing tricks on you. You
might get aggravated for no reason at
all, that is, unless it's because you've
been meeting too many people who
don't appreciate the original way you
go about doing things. 

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

Just for today, Sagittarius, ignore your habit
of always trying to find an explanation for
everything. Something is changing inside
you and in the way you react to situations.
The desire to incorporate life's more unpre-
dictable aspects into your personality is the
basis for these changes. A lot of your theo-
ries are only there to reassure you, but you
probably know that. 

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

Just for today, Sagittarius, ignore your habit
of always trying to find an explanation for
everything. Something is changing inside
you and in the way you react to situations.
The desire to incorporate life's more unpre-
dictable aspects into your personality is the
basis for these changes. A lot of your theo-
ries are only there to reassure you, but you
probably know that. 

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

The planets want to make a deal with you
today, Capricorn. Either you stay in bed fan-
tasizing about life as a CEO or rock star or you
get up, get dressed, and do what you have to
do to make your dreams come true. Try and
convince yourself once and for all that you
don't have to lose your childlike wonder when
you enter the real world. That never goes
away, no matter how old you get!

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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‘Mahesh Babu
gives it all once

he has firm
grasp on script’

T
his week on &TV, the
characters will be
seen in a dilemma to

save their loved ones. About
&TV’s Baal Shiv track, Devi
Parvati shares, “Mahasati
Anusuya (Mouli Ganguly)
is concerned about Baal
Shiv (Aan Tiwari), who is in
pursuit of Devi Parvati
(Shivya Pathania). Baal
Shiv sees some villagers
along the route, one of
whom inquiries about
Mahadev. Baal Shiv an-
swers all the questions and
then resumes his search for
Devi Parvati. Meanwhile,
Ajamukhi (Srashti
Maheshwari) and Dandpani

kidnap the villagers to pre-
vent Baal Shiv from reach-
ing Devi Parvati. Baal Shiv
and Nandi (Danish Akhtar

Saifi) save them and set
them free. Daruka (Ambika
Soni) advises Devi Parvati
to forget about Mahadev

(Siddharth Arora) and
enjoy her company. Baal
Shiv eventually locates Devi
Parvati and asks her to
come back with him. On the
other hand, Devi Parvati re-
fuses to return because of
her Vacchan. Baal Shiv re-
quests Daruka to release
Devi Parvati. And she
agrees to do it in exchange
for Kalpvriksh. Baal Shiv
swears to get her
Kalpvriksh and travels to
heaven to accomplish this.
Meanwhile, Tarakasur re-
ceives word from
Aajmukhi, and Tarakasur
plans to obtain the
Kalpvriksh.

&TV  artists in dilemma this week
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Navi Mumbai, May 02 (PTI):

Gujarat Titans, who
have been remarkable in
bouncing back from ad-
verse situations, would
look to seal a spot in the
Play-offs when they clash
with inconsistent Punjab
Kings in the Indian
Premier League (IPL),
here on Tuesday.

Gujarat, the IPL debu-
tants, are clearly the team
to beat in the competition
having won eight out of
nine games. A sixth con-
secutive win will make
them the first side to enter
the play-offs.

A big reason for
Gujarat's stellar run has
been their ability to come
back from tough situa-
tions.

Whether it is Rahul
Tewatia, David Miller,
Rashid Khan or skipper
Hardik Pandya -- they all
have produced match-win-
ning efforts during the
course of the tournament.
If one has failed, the other
has risen to the occasion.

"That's the beauty of
this team, people coming
in and showing what they
can do in clutch situations
is becoming quite a habit,
something I don't mind
happening. We always
back them to do it, but
they're defying odds time

and again," Hardik's
words after the win over
RCB summed up his
team's sprit aptly.

The last time Gujarat
and Punjab met, they pro-
duced a cracking finish
with Tewatia bringing his
team back from the dead
by smashing two sixes off
the last two balls of the
game.

Punjab would hope to be
on the right side of the re-
sult and that the game
doesn't go deep. They are
in the middle of another
inconsistent campaign

and with five losses in
nine games and are run-
ning out of time.

Their senior batters,
captain Mayank Agarwal
himself, Jonny Bairstow,
Shikhar Dhawan and
Liam Livingstone have
done well in patches but
have not been consistent
enough.

Barring pacer Arshdeep
Singh, who seems to be
getting better with every
game, the bowling depart-
ment can also do better.
They did well in the previ-
ous game but the batters

flopped to let the team
down. For Titans, wicket-
keeper Wriddhiman Saha
has been a great replace-
ment for a struggling
Matthew Wade.

His opening partner
Shubman Gill has had
starts but of late the ele-
gant right-handed batter
hasn't been among the
runs and considering his
potential, he would be
keen to get back to form.

The batting mainstay
for Gujarat has been
Hardik, who has played re-
sponsible knocks, and

with 308 runs is the third
highest run-scorer.

A rare failure in the last
game against the RCB
shouldn't bother the flam-
boyant all-rounder.

Their weak link is num-
ber three B Sai Sudharsan
and he needs to take more
responsibility along with
Miller, who has been play-
ing the role of a finisher to
perfection. Miller has
taken the team over the
line and along with
Tewatia, who can hit sixes
at will, is a formidable bat-
ter to have at the business
end of the innings.
Another important cog for
Gujarat is all-rounder
Rashid Khan, who has also
displayed his six-hitting
prowess, to go with his
crafty bowling. Miller,
Tewatia and Rashid have
together hit 28 sixes and
will be expected to keep
doing the job. Gujarat also
have one of the most lethal
attacks in the IPL. While
Mohammed Shami can
wreak havoc with the new
ball, the big-hitters in the
Punjab line-up would be
wary of the pace and vari-
ety which Lockie
Ferguson brings with him.
They can also continue
with Pradeep Sangwan,
who returned with fine fig-
ures in his first IPL game
after four seasons.

Punjab face team to beat Gujarat
Titans, who have Play-offs spot in mind Pune, May 02 (PTI):

The pressure and de-
mands that come with cap-
taincy affected Ravindra
Jadeja's preparation and
performance, says
Mahendra Singh Dhoni,
who had encouraged the
all-rounder to take respon-
sibility as a skipper rather
than "spoon-feeding" him
after the initial two-match
transition period.

Jadeja had been ap-
pointed CSK skipper after
Dhoni decided to step
aside just before the tour-
nament began last month.

But the all-rounder
buckled under pressure
and eventually gave up the
job, forcing the franchise
to fall back on their most
trusted lieutenant.

Under Jadeja, CSK lost
six out of their eight
matches. India's most de-
pendable all-format all-
rounder's batting, bowling
and fielding also took a hit.

Back at the helm of af-
fairs, Dhoni, who has led
CSK to four titles, pro-
duced instant result as
CSK registered a 13-run
win over Sunrisers
Hyderabad to keep them-
selves afloat in the tourna-
ment on Sunday.

"I think Jadeja knew last
season he'd be captaining
this year. For the first two
games, I oversaw his work
and let him be later. After

that, I insisted he'd take
his own decisions and re-
sponsibility for them,"
Dhoni said at the post-
match presentation cere-
mony.

"Once you become cap-
tain, it means a lot of de-
mands come in. But it af-
fected his mind as the
tasks grew. I think captain-
cy burdened his prep and
performances."

Dhoni said Jadeja tak-
ing over the mantle of the
side was a gradual transi-
tion, which he wanted.

"He knew and got
enough time to prepare,
what is important is you
want him to lead the side
and I wanted that transi-
tion to happen. At the end
of the season, you don't
want him to feel as the cap-
taincy was done by some-
one else and I'm just going
for toss.

Captaincy pressure burdened
Jadeja’s preparations and 

performance: Dhoni

Surat, May 02 (PTI):

Yastika Bhatia scored a
sublime 71 off 45 balls but
that was enough as
Maharashtra outplayed
Baroda by six wickets to
enter the final of the
Senior Women's T20
Trophy here on Monday.

The Smriti Mandhana-
led Maharashtra restrict-
ed Baroda to 121 for seven
after opting to field at
Lalbhai Contractor
Stadium. Utkarsha Pawar
starred with the ball for
Maharashtra taking three
wickets for 21 runs in four
overs. India and Baroda
batter Yastika hit 10 fours
and a six in her counter-
attacking knock but her
effort went in vain as
Maharashtra coasted to
win in 19.1 overs.
Maharashtra Opener
Shivali Shinde made 44 off
37 balls and Tejal
Hasanbis 33 off 32 to en-
sure that her side chase
down the target comfort-
ably. Skipper Mandhana
scored a run a ball 13.

The second semifinal
between defending cham-
pions Railways and
Odisha will be played at
the same venue on
Monday evening.

Yastika’s 
special effort

goes in vain as
Maharashtra

beat Baroda by
six wickets to

enter final

Pune, May 02 (PTI):

Washington Sundar has
injured his bowling hand
again, revealed Sunrisers
Hyderabad head coach
Tom Moody, raising doubts
over the all-rounder's avail-
ability for the next game
against Delhi Capitals.

Washington, who made a
comeback in the game
against the Gujarat Titans
after missing three match-
es due to split webbing in
his bowling hand, re-in-
jured the same area while
fielding against CSK on
Sunday.

Following which the off-
spinner was unable to bowl
a single ball in Sunrisers'
13-run loss to CSK. While
he did come down to bat,
his stay in the middle last-
ed only two balls.

"It's very unfortunate
that he had a knock on the
same hand were he split
his webbing. It had healed
completely but he re-in-
jured that area, it's not in-
jured to the point that he
needs it re-stitched,"
Moody said at the post-
match presentation.

"But unfortunately, it
wasn't in a state were he
could bowl. It really did
have an impact on for us in
that early phase of bowl-
ing, given he has such a
critical bowler for us," he
added.

Sunrisers struggled
against CSK as their other
bowler T Natarajan was
also off the field for a con-
siderable time nursing an
injury. In the duo's absence,
skipper Kane Williamson
had to use the services of
part time spinner Aiden
Markram and batting all-
rounder Shashank Singh.

Markram (0/36) and
Singh (0/10) conceded 46
runs in 4 overs as CSK post-
ed 202/2 on the board.

Barcelona, May 02 (AP):

While Real Madrid's
players went back to train-
ing after celebrating the
club's latest Spanish
league title, Barcelona had
a peace offering for its fans
by ending an embarrass-
ing losing streak at Camp
Nou.

Goals from Memphis
Depay and Sergio
Busquets in each half
were enough to beat
Mallorca 2-1 and move
Barcelona back ahead of
Sevilla into second place.
More importantly, it
opened up a nine-point gap
over fifth-place Real Betis
in the fight for a top-four
finish and a lucrative
Champions League berth.

But the win was other-
wise made meaningless
after Madrid's 4-0 victory
over Espanyol the day be-
fore had clinched its
record-extending 35th
league title.

After parading the tro-
phy for thousands of fans
immediately after the win
on Saturday in the
Spanish capital, Madrid
coach Carlo Ancelotti put
out the cigar he was seen

smoking alongside his
players during the party
and ordered them back to
practice.

Madrid is preparing to
face Manchester City in
their Champions League
semifinal decider on
Wednesday and needs to
overturn a 4-3 loss in the

first leg. Madrid said that
Sunday's session included
sprints, strength exercises
and shooting practice.

Barcelona midfielder
Frenkie de Jong said it
was frustrating to watch
Madrid win the league.

We have not played well
this season and that is why

we could not compete with
them," he said.

"I hope that next season
will be different.

Xavi Hern ndez had
never promised that he
could make a Barcelona
side that had lost Lionel
Messi into an immediate
title winner when he took

over the club in November.
But after a good run of

wins earlier this year,
Barcelona had slumped to
three straight losses in the
same season for the first-
ever time at Camp Nou.
The last collapse, a 1-0 de-
feat to lowly C diz, had pro-
voked boos from the
crowd.

On Sunday Depay con-
trolled a long ball from
Jordi Alba before firing
home in the 25th minute.
Busquets doubled the lead
early in the second half
after he collected a re-
bound and shot from just
inside the area.

But what looked like a
comfortable victory was
put in doubt when
Antonio Ra llo slotted in a
free kick by Salva Sevilla
in the 79th.

Barcelona lost Gerard
Pique, who was returning
from injury, when he ap-
peared to hurt a leg in the
first half. He walked off
the field when replaced by
Eric Garcia.

Ansu Fati went on as a
late substitute for the 19-
year-old forward's first
minutes since he injured a
hamstring on Jan. 21.

Madrid, May 02 (AP):

Naomi Osaka and
Garbiae Muguruza were
among leading players to
be knocked out of the
Madrid Open on a day of
upsets.

Spain's Sara Sorribes
Tormo beat Osaka 6-3, 6-1
in the second round
Sunday on the Spanish
capital's outdoor clay
courts. Four-time Grand
Slam winner Osaka en-
joyed six aces but had her
serve broken five times by
Sorribes Tormo, who had
already bettered French
Open runner-up Anastasia
Pavlyuchenkova.

Osaka said that her
movement was limited by
pain in her left leg, which
was heavily taped.

I felt something in my
Achilles after my last
match, and like I wasn't re-
ally able to hit yesterday
because I wanted it to go
away, she said. Honestly, I
probably should have been
a bit smarter about the
whole way that I went
through everything.

I feel like I couldn't play
the way that I wanted to

play, like I was limited. ... I
don't even really know
what I did to my Achilles,
so I'm probably going to
get an ultrasound and see
what happened, and then
me and my team will kind
of move forward from
there.

Sorribes Tormo next
faces Daria Kasatkina
after she fought back to
upset fourth-seeded Maria
Sakkari 3-6, 6-3, 6-1.

Ukraine's Anhelina
Kalinina brushed aside
Muguruza 6-3, 6-0.

New Delhi, May 02 (PTI):

Regular match practice,
something Cheteshwar
Pujara was not able to get
due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic, is the reason for the
India batter's consistent
run in the ongoing County
Championship, reckons
his father and coach
Arvind Pujara.

Pujara, a veteran of 95
Tests, found himself out of
the Indian team after the
series loss in South Africa
alongside Ajinkya
Rahane.

The consistency that
has made him play close
to 100 Tests was not there
over past three seasons
when he averaged less
than 30, forcing the selec-
tors to look beyond him
for the home series
against Sri Lanka.

But with two double
centuries and a hundred
in three games for Sussex
this season, Pujara is
doing what is in his con-
trol as he looks to make a
comeback for the one-off
Test in England in July.

"I feel the lack of game
time was a big reason why
he could not be consistent
over the past three sea-
sons," his father Arvind,
who remains his only per-
sonal coach till date, told
PTI.

The pandemic struck,
Ranji Trophy was not hap-
pening and Cheteshwar
being a one format player,
found himself playing se-
ries to series with no
warm up games too, some-
times with long gaps in be-
tween (when India played
white-ball cricket).

"When you play the
likes of Australia and
England, you have to be on
the top of your game as
you don't get loose balls
that you may get at the do-
mestic level.

Madrid, May 02 (AP):

Rafael Nadal and Novak
Djokovic criticized
Wimbledon's decision to
exclude players from
Russia and Belarus from
taking part in this year's
tournament following
Russia's invasion of
Ukraine. The two tennis
greats said Sunday that
Wimbledon had acted un-
fairly.

I think it's very unfair of
(on) my Russian tennis
mates, my colleagues ... it's
not their fault what's hap-
pening in this moment
with the war, Nadal, a 21-
time Grand Slam winner,
said in Spain where both
he and Djokovic are
preparing to play in the
Madrid Open. I'm sorry for
them, Nadal said.

Wimbledon just took
their decision ... the gov-
ernment didn't force them
to do it." Nadal added: Let's
see what happens in the
next weeks, if the players
will take some kind of de-
cision in that regard. The
ATP and WTA tennis tours
have both publicly criti-
cized the All England

Club's decision which was
announced April 20.
Wimbledon starts on June
27. The prominent players
affected by the ban include
reigning U.S. Open cham-
pion Daniil Medvedev,
Andrey Rublev, and
French Open runner-up
A n a s t a s i a
Pavlyuchenkova, who are
all from Russia. Victoria
Azarenka of Belarus,
which has aided Russian
forces, would also be un-
able to play.

Djokovic compared the
situation of the excluded
players to what he went

through in January when
he was unable to play the
Australian Open. He was
deported from Australia
for not being vaccinated
against COVID-19.

It's not the same thing,
but going through some-
thing similar earlier this
year for myself, it's frus-
trating knowing that
you're not able to play,
Djokovic said.

I still stand by my posi-
tion that I don't support
the (Wimbledon) decision.
I think it's just not fair, it's
not right, but it is what it
is.

Barcelona ends losing run, champion Madrid preps for City

Barcelona's Gabonese midfielder Pierre-Emerick Aubameyang shoots during the Spanish League
football match between FC Barcelona and RCD Mallorca at the Camp Nou stadium in Barcelona.

Nadal, Djokovic slam Wimbledon
ban on Russian players

Osaka, Muguruza exit
Madrid Open in 2nd round

Spain's Sara Sorribes 
Tormo beat Osaka 6-3, 6-1 in

the second round.

Chennai, May 02 (PTI):

Two teams each will
represent India in the
Open and women's section
at the 44th Chess
Olympiad with five-time
world champion
Viswanathan Anand to be
the mentor of the home
teams at the prestigious
tournament, kicking off
here on July 28.

India being the host are
entitled to field two teams
each -- in Open category as
well as women's section --
for the first-time ever.

It has bolstered the
home team's medal
chances at the 14-day
event, which is expected to
witness participation of
world's top names from
more than 150 countries,
according to All India
Chess Federation (AICF).

Vidit Gujrathi, who led
India to gold medal in the
2020 Chess Olympiad, held
virtually, will be part of
India's first team in open
section alongside Pentala
Harikrishna and Chennai-
based Krishnan

Sasikiran, who have rep-
resented India on numer-
ous occasions. The 19-
year-old Arjun Erigaisi
and SL Narayanan will
also be part of the first
team. Arjun has been im-
pressive in the past year
and will be one of the
players to watch out for as
he makes his debut at the
event along with SL
Narayanan, whose solid
style has been very im-
pressive.

Chess Olympiad: India names
two teams in open and women’s
section, Anand to mentor squad

OOppeenn  --  IInnddiiaa  AA:: Vidit
Gujrathi, P Harikrishna,
Arjun Erigaisi, S L
Narayanan, K Sasikiran.
IInnddiiaa  BB:: Nihal Sarin, D
Gukesh, B Adhiban, R
Praggnanandhaa, Raunak
Sadhwani.
WWoommeenn:: India A: Koneru
Humpy, D Harika, R Vaishali,
Tania Sachdev, Bhakti
Kulkarni.
IInnddiiaa  BB  tteeaamm:: Vantika
Agarwal, Soumya
Swaminathan, Mary Ann
Gomes, Padmini Rout, Divya
Deshmukh.

The teams

Washington injured
his bowling hand again

Cheteshwar has got his ‘flow’
back with better match practice,

says father cum coach
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Ranchi, May 02 (PTI):

Jharkhand’s maiden
wildlife rescue centre,
which is under construc-
tion at Barwe village near
here, is ready to house res-
cued bears, deer, monkeys,
and leopards, officials said
on Monday. Some of the fa-
cilities are ready which
have been made opera-
tional for a few animals,
Principal Chief
Conservator of Forest
(wildlife), Ashish Rawat,
told PTI. The proposed
arrangements for rescued
elephants and hyenas are
due for completion in 2022-
23 fiscal, the officials said.
The rescue centre is being
built on a sprawling area of

100 acres on Ormanjhi-
Boriyo road, 22 km from
here, and it is expected to
be completed by 2024. It has
already been approved by
the Central Zoo Authority
(CZA), the officials said.
The centre is under con-
struction, and the infra-
structure required for res-
cued animals is being de-
veloped, Rawat said. On
Sunday, two sloth bears
were taken to the centre
after the animals were res-
cued from the state’s
Bokaro district. Six months
ago, a rescued langur was
brought to the centre.
Ranchi’s Divisional Forest
Officer (DFO) for Wildlife,
Umesh Sahani, who is look-
ing after the rescue centre,

told PTI, The moat for
bears on 40 decimal area is
ready. A few more improve-
ments will be carried out
this year.” The sloth bears,
which were rescued from
Bokaro, have been kept in
the moat, and they are
being given healthy and nu-
tritious food under the ob-
servation of Ranchi Zoo’s
veterinary doctor Om
Prakash Sahu, the DFO
said. The enclosures for
monkeys and deer are also
ready, he said. Construction
of the rescue centre began
in 2018-19 fiscal and around
Rs 8 crore has been spent
on the project, he said. A
hospital for animals, a
godown, and facilities like
water and electricity sup-

ply have already been com-
pleted. However, the centre
lacks dedicated veterinari-
ans and a rescue team, a
trained workforce, and ve-
hicles with cage facilities.
Besides, Jharkhand does
not have any dedicated
team for rescuing animals,
experts said. The Forest de-
partment has to struggle a
lot during a rescue opera-
tion. It neither has any ded-
icated rescue team nor
cages in the districts. Two
sloth bears were rescued on
Saturday evening in
Bokaro, but they could be
transported to Ranchi only
by Sunday afternoon,” for-
mer State Wildlife Board
member, D S Srivastava,
told PTI.

J’khand’s first wildlife
rescue centre gets ready 

Near Ranchi

People cool themselves with water on a hot summer day, at Wonderland water park in Jalandhar, Monday.

BEATING THE HEAT

New Delhi, May 02 (PTI):

Union Health Minister
Mansukh Mandaviya
will chair the 14th confer-
ence of the Central
Council of Health and
Family Welfare —
‘Swasthya Chintan
Shivir’ — in Kevadia in
Gujarat from May 5 to 7.

The objective of the
three-day conference is
to review the implemen-
tation of policies and
programmes relating to
medical and public
health sectors and to rec-
ommend ways and
means for their better
implementation, officials
said. The Central
Council of Health and

Family Welfare (CCHFW)
is an apex advisory body
of the Ministry of Health
and Family Welfare.

The conference will
have panel discussions
with eminent speakers
and experts from the
Ministry of Health and
Family Welfare, NITI
Aayog, industry fora,
startups, academia, etc.,
along with interactive
sessions with stakehold-
ers. The sessions are
planned in a manner to
allow for ample interac-
tion with stakeholders,
with a view to evolve a
participative approach
for time-bound imple-
mentation of policies
and programmes, accord-
ing to a ministry state-
ment.

Mandaviya to chair 3-day
healthcare meet in Kevadia
 From May 5

Guwahati, May 02 (PTI):

Assam Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma
on Monday said that his
government was taking
up several measures to
beautify the Ahom-era
relics and sites in
Sivasagar, and convert
the place into a global
tourism hub. Talking to
reporters at Sivasagar
after visiting the Ahom
dynasty amphitheatre

Rang Ghar’, Sarma said
plans had been drawn for
expanding its premises
by procuring adjacent
land and provisions
made for paying ade-
quate compensation to
the plot owners.“We
want to further beautify
Rang Ghar, convert the
place into a global
tourism hub,” he stated.
“We want to develop
open spaces near the
Rang Ghar, where artists
and performers can prac-
tice or teach Bihu, while
these can be viewed from
the pavilion of the am-
phitheatre,” Sarma ex-
plained.

On his visit to the
Sivasagar Tai museum,
the CM said plans are
afoot to expand it and col-
lect scattered artefacts
related to Tai and Ahom
history for conservation
under its roof.

‘Plans afoot to beautify
Ahom-era sites in Sivasagar’

Himanta Biswa Sarma

PPaannaajjii,,  MMaayy  0022  ((PPTTII))::

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
has agreed to the holding of
one of the G20 summit events
in Goa, which will give a major
boost to the state that is
emerging as the most pre-
ferred tourist destination in the
country post the COVID-19
pandemic, Chief Minister
Pramod Sawant said on
Monday. He was speaking at
the launch event of online

tourism services under Goa
Registration of Tourist Trade
Act in Porvorim. “The PM has
agreed to hold one of the
events of G-20 summit in
Goa,which will give a major
boost to the state. Post-COVID-
19, the state has emerged as a
most preferred tourist destina-
tion,” he said. India, which will
hold the G20 presidency from
December 1, 2022 to November
30, 2023, is expected to host
the G20 summit next year. The
online platform launched dur-
ing the day will help make Goa
the tourism capital of the coun-
try, the CM said, adding that
those from the hotel industry,
adventure and water sports,
hinterland tourism and guides
must take advantage of it.

Sawant said the online plat-
form will help businesses get
officially registered with the
government, while websites
can benefit through govern-
ment advertisements.

‘Goa to host one 
G20 summit event’

Pramod Sawant
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