
Service
AAggaarrttaallaa:: The Tripura
government will intro-
duce mobile veterinary
health services for ailing
farm animals, a senior
state minister has said.
Animal Resource
Development Minister
Bhagaban Das on
Saturday said that 12 vet-
erinary mobile vans
equipped with surgery
facilities, laboratories and
doctors would provide
health services to ailing
animals such as cows,
goats and pigs. A state-
level toll free number will
be operationalised and
help will be provided
within 20 minutes of
receiving calls from farm
animal owners, he said.

Rescue
KKoocchhii:: Indian Coast Guard
on Sunday morning res-
cued all six crew members
of MSV Malabar Light
which capsized eight nauti-
cal miles off Beypore coast
due to flooding in Engine
Room. Coast guard inter-
ceptor boat, C-404, rescued
the crew from the sinking
boat at around 3 AM today,
Navy said. Navy said the
vessel was enroute to
Androth in Lakshadweep
with livestock, construction
materials etc.

Anniv
HHoowwrraahh:: Hundreds of
devotees gathered at the
Belur Math on Sunday
morning as Ramakrishna
Mission, founded by
Swami Vivekananda, cel-
ebrated its 125th anniver-
sary. Ramakrishna
Mission president Swami
Smarananandaji Maharaj
said the teachings of
Swami Vivekananda and
Ramakrishna
Paramahansa helped the
organisation in moving
forward on its path of
service to humanity. 

Mishap
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Three people
died and two others suf-
fered injuries in a high-
impact crash involving a
car and a motorcycle that
caused the four-wheeler to
overturn in east Delhi's
Shakarpur area on Sunday,
police said. After the acci-
dent that occurred in the
early hours, all seven car
occupants -- members of a
family -- were taken out of
the vehicle by the police,
they said.

Arrest
IImmpphhaall:: An insurgent
belonging to the pro-
scribed People's Liberation
Army (PLA) outfit has been
apprehended in Manipur's
Bishnupur district, Assam
Rifles said in a statement.
Acting on a tip-off, a joint
team of Manipur Police
and Assam Rifles conduct-
ed a search operation in
Kodompokpi Lamkhai area
on Friday and nabbed the
militant, it said.  The insur-
gent has been handed over
to Nambol police station
for further investigation, it
added.
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BRIEF

A person from the LGBTQIA+
community participates in a rally
for their demand for equal rights

and respect, on International
Labour Day, in Kolkata, Sunday.
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New Delhi, May 01 (PTI) 

Ahead of his visit to
Germany, Denmark and
France, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Sunday
said his trip to Europe
comes at a time when the re-
gion faces many challenges
and choices, and that he in-
tends to strengthen the spirit
of cooperation with India's
European partners.

In a statement, Modi said
he will be visiting Berlin on
May 2 at the invitation of
German Chancellor Olaf
Scholz, following which he
will travel to Copenhagen on
May 3-4 at the invitation of
his Danish counterpart
Mette Frederiksen to hold
bilateral engagements and
also participate in the
Second India-Nordic

Summit. On the way back to
India, Modi said, he will
make a brief stopover in
Paris for a meeting with
French President
Emmanuel Macron. "My
visit to Europe comes at a
time when the region faces
many challenges and choic-
es," Modi said. "Through my
engagements, I intend to
strengthen the spirit of co-
operation with our
European partners, who are
important companions in
India's quest for peace and

prosperity," the prime minis-
ter said in his departure
statement. The visit comes
amid the Ukraine crisis,
which has united much of
Europe against Russia.
Detailing his engagements,
Modi said his visit to Berlin
will be an opportunity to
hold detailed bilateral dis-
cussions with Chancellor
Scholz, whom he met at G20
last year in his previous ca-
pacity as Vice-Chancellor
and Finance Minister. "We
will co-chair the 6th India-
Germany Inter-
G o v e r n m e n t a l
Consultations (IGC), a
unique biennial format
which India conducts only
with Germany. Several
Indian ministers will also
travel to Germany and hold
consultations with their
German counterparts,"
Modi said. The prime minis-
ter said he sees this IGC as
an early engagement with
the new government in

Germany, within six months
of its formation, which will
be helpful to identify priori-
ties for the medium and long
term. In 2021, India and
Germany commemorated 70
years of the establishment of
diplomatic relations and
have been strategic partners
since 2000, he noted.

"I look forward to ex-
changing views with
Chancellor Scholz on strate-
gic, regional and global de-
velopments that concern us
both," Modi said.

Noting that the long stand-
ing commercial ties between
India and Germany form
one of the pillars of their
strategic partnership, Modi
said Chancellor Scholz and
he will also jointly address a
Business Roundtable with
the goal of energising their
industry to industry cooper-
ation, which will help
strengthen the post-Covid
economic recovery in both
countries.

Surajpur, May 01: 

A 50-year-old woman
was killed in attack by a
wild elephant in Surajpur
district of Chhattisgarh, a
forest official said on
Sunday.

The victim, identified as
Balo, a native of Aghina
Salka village, was attacked
by the rogue elephant
when she went to pick
woods with three other
women in the nearby for-
est area in Gerwamuda
village in Pratappur forest
range on Saturday
evening, Pratappur forest
range SDO Ashutosh
Bhagat said.

The victim had come to
meet her daughter at her
in-laws' place in that vil-
lage.

"She came face-to-face
with the elephant. The en-
raged wild animal ran
after the woman and
slammed her on the
ground with its trunk
when she tried to escape
and she died on the spot,"
he said.

Three other women
managed to escape from
the spot, he added.

After being alerted, a
team of forest officials
reached the spot, he said,
adding that a tusker

named 'Pyare' might be the
one that killed the woman.

Presently, seven wild ele-
phants are roaming in
Pratappur forest range, he
added.

The family of the de-
ceased was given an in-
stant relief amount of Rs
25,000, while the remain-
ing Rs 5.75 lakh will be dis-
bursed post legal formali-
ties, the official said.

Human-elephant con-
flicts in the northern part
of the state had been a
major cause of concern
for the last one decade,
while the menace has fur-
ther spread its footprint in
some districts of the cen-
tral region in the last few
years.

The districts which have
been facing the menace
mainly are Surguja,
Raigarh, Korba, Surajpur,
Mahasamund, Dhamtari,
Gariaband, Balod,
Balrampur and Kanker.

According to the forest
department, as many as
204 people were killed in
elephant attacks in the last
three years, while 45 jum-
bos died in the state dur-
ing that period.

New Delhi, May 01 (PTI): 

As Prime Minister
Narendra Modi embarks
on a tour of three
European nations, India on
Sunday once again called
for the cessation of hostili-
ties in Ukraine and resolu-
tion of the conflict through
dialogue and diplomacy,
noting that was an appreci-
ation of its position on the
crisis by its partner coun-
tries.

At a media briefing,
newly appointed Foreign
Secretary Vinay Mohan
Kwatra underlined the
"context, clarity, impor-
tance and positive dimen-
sion" of India's position on
Ukraine and asserted that
there should not be any
doubt about it.

On his first trip abroad
this year, Modi will embark

on a three-day visit to
Germany, Denmark and
France beginning Monday
amid the ongoing crisis in
Ukraine. "Our position on
Ukraine has been clear.
First, there should be a ces-
sation of hostilities; sec-
ond, a solution must be
found out through dialogue
and diplomacy," he said,
adding this view has been
conveyed very clearly to
various countries.

The foreign secretary
said the visit is focused on
expanding India's bilateral
ties with the three
European nations in a
range of areas including
trade and investment,
clean energy, digital tech-
nology and defence, and
added that the Ukraine
issue will figure in the
talks as part of discussions
on regional and global de-

velopments. He said India's
international partners
have an understanding of
its standpoint on Ukraine
and they even have a deep
appreciation for it.

Kwatra said discussions
on energy security will be
one of the key areas of dis-
cussion during Modi's visit
as it has assumed greater
significance in the current
circumstances.

There has been a wider
debate and discussion in
Europe over ending de-
pendence on its reliance on
Russian energy in view of
its attack on Ukraine.

The foreign secretary
talked about the "changing
elements" of energy securi-
ty, its impact on developing
countries like India, the
challenges in the sector
and the mitigation of the
challenges.

Kolkata, May 01 (PTI): 

A Trinamool Congress
MLA has courted controver-
sy as he was seen in a pur-
ported video telling party
workers to ensure that oppo-
sition parties cannot field
candidates in next year's
panchayat election in his
constituency and even if
they do, their nominees
should not get a single vote.

Confirming that he had
made the statement, Kalyan
Ghosh, the TMC legislator of
Domjur in Howrah district,
alleged that only a part of
his speech was kept in the
video out of context as the
remaining portion was
deleted by the opposition .
The BJP claimed that this re-
flects the disrespect the rul-
ing party of West Bengal has
for democracy. In the video
which has gone viral on

Sunday, Ghosh said, "We are
looking for a day when the
opposition would not have
any candidate in the 2023
panchayat polls in Domjur.
Even if there are opposition
candidates, ensure that no
candidate gets a single vote."
Ghosh won the 2021
Assembly election defeating
the BJP's Rajib
Bandyopadhyay.

Mumbai, May 01 (PTI):

M a h a r a s h t r a
Chief Minister and
Shiv Sena president
Uddhav Thackeray
on Sunday said since

he had seen the BJP de-
ceive his "gullible" father
and Sena founder Bal
Thackeray, he himself was
acting shrewdly with that
party and cannot ignore
the "games" it played in
the guise of Hindutva.

In a veiled attack on
Maharashtra Navnirman
Sena (MNS) president and
his estranged cousin Raj
Thackeray, the chief min-
ister said he does not pay
attention to "new players"
of Hindutva. Without
naming the MNS, he also
said the party was making
experiments to see if any
cause was working for it

or not. Speaking during an
interaction organised by
Marathi daily 'Loksatta',
Uddhav Thackeray ac-
cused the BJP of deceiving
Bal Thackeray during the
latter's lifetime when the
two parties were still part-
ners.

"It is alleged that the
Shiv Sena is not the same
which it was during
Balasaheb Thackeray's

time. It is right. Balasaheb
bhole hote (Balasaheb was
gullible)," he said. "I have
myself seen how you de-
ceived Balasaheb from
time to time. Hence, I am
behaving a bit shrewdly
with you. I am not gullible.
He was ignoring the
games you played in the
guise of Hindutva. But I
won't ignore it," he added.

The chief minister said
his father inculcated
Hindutva in him.

When asked about Raj
Thackeray, he said, "I don't
pay attention to such play-
ers. People have experi-
enced exactly what games
these players play and on
what grounds. Sometimes
they play the game of
Marathi, sometimes of
Hindutva the people of
Maharashtra have seen
such games."

New Delhi, May 01 (PTI) 

The price of 19-kg com-
mercial LPG cylinder was
on Sunday hiked by Rs
102.50, the third straight
monthly increase.

With this, the 19-kg com-
mercial cooking gas cylin-
der will now cost Rs
2,355.50, according to a
price notification of state-
owned fuel retailers.

The commercial LPG
price was increased by Rs
105 on March 1 and by Rs
250 on April 1. However,
there has been no change
in the prices of domestic
gas cylinders. In March,
the price of domestic cook-
ing gas (LPG) was hiked by
Rs 50 per cylinder. A 14.2-kg
LPG cylinder is costing Rs
949.50 in Delhi from March
22 onwards.

New Delhi, May 01 (PTI) 

India is the biggest target
of cyber threats to educa-
tional institutions and on-
line platforms followed by
the USA, the UK, Indonesia
and Brazil, according to a
report.

The report also says that
the adoption of remote
learning during the COVID-
19 pandemic, digitisation of
education, and prevalence
of online learning plat-
forms are key triggers that

enlarged the attack surface.
The report, titled "Cyber
Threats Targeting the
Global Education Sector",
also claimed that data
shows a 20 per cent increase
in cyber threats to the glob-
al education sector in the
first three months of 2022
when compared to the cor-
responding period of 2021.

The report has been com-
piled by the Threat
Research and Information
Anayltics Division of
CloudSEK, a Singapore-
based AI-driven Digital
Risk Management
Enterprise. CloudSEK's
XVigil platform scours

thousands of sources
(across the surface, deep
and dark web) to detect
cyber threats, data leaks,
brand threats and identity
thefts.

"Of the threats detected
in Asia and Pacific last
year, 58 per cent of them
were targeted at Indian or
India based educational in-
stitutions and online plat-
form. Indonesia was distant
second being the target of
10 per cent cyber threats.
This included attacks on
BYJU's, IIM Kojhikode and
Tamil Nadu's Directorate of
Technical Education," the
report said.

New Delhi, May 01 (PTI): 

Delhi-based journalist
Eric Massey says he has
lost faith in the idea of
God after fate snatched
away his mother after she
contracted coronavirus
infection last year in
April amid the deadly
second wave of the pan-
demic which had
wreaked a havoc in the
city.

The 30-year-old scribe,
whose brother and sister
also had been admitted to
a hospital in Rohini dur-
ing the COVID-19 wave
dominated by the Delta
variant, recalled how the

three siblings had spoken
last with their mother on
a family video call, on her
birthday on April 22 last
year before losing her
two days later to alleged
"oxygen shortage" at a
private facility.

"We prayed all our lives.
We prayed so hard when
my mom got infected and
admitted to a hospital.
But, my mom and other
good people died as if
there was no tomorrow.
Now, I don't have much
faith in the idea of God,
and whether He exists.
Families after families just
suffered terribly in the
second wave," he said.

Srinagar, May 01 (PTI): 

Seventeen Kashmiri
youths who had travelled
to Pakistan on valid trav-
el documents but
sneaked back into the
valley have been killed in
anti-terror operations,
with officials raising con-
cerns that the ISI has
adopted a new modus
operandi to paint the mil-
itancy here as an indige-
nous movement.

Since 2015, a large

number of youngsters
procured travel docu-
ments to visit Pakistan to
pursue higher studies,
meet relatives or for mar-
riage purposes, officials
said. Recently, the
University Grants
Commission and the All
Indian Council for
Technical Education, the
higher and technical edu-
cation regulators of the
country, had issued a
statement, advising stu-
dents not to travel to
Pakistan for pursuing
higher education.

‘Aim to strengthen cooperation
with European partners’

̈ Important companions
in quest for peace,
prosperity

Wild tusker kills woman in Surajpur

The victim, identified as
Balo, a native of Aghina
Salka village, was attacked
by the rogue elephant when
she went to pick woods with
three other women in the
nearby forest area in
Gerwamuda village in
Pratappur forest range on
Saturday evening. She came
face-to-face with the ele-
phant. The enraged wild
animal ran after the woman
and slammed her on the
ground with its trunk when
she tried to escape and she
died on the spot.The victim
had come to meet her
daughter at her in-laws'
place in that village.

The family of the deceased
was given an instant relief
amount of Rs 25,000, while
the remaining Rs 5.75 lakh
will be disbursed post legal
formalities.

About the incident

Relief distributed

CONTROVERSIAL STATEMENT

‘Oppn should not be able to field
candidates in panchayat polls’

Modi to discuss stand on
Ukraine during Europe visit

CELEBRATING SUCCESS

Students throw their graduation caps during the convocation ceremony of KLE
Technological University, in Hubballi, Sunday. 

Commercial
LPG price hiked
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‘You deceived Balasaheb, I’m not gullible’

Kalyan Ghosh

Ahmedabad, May 01: 

Addressing his first public rally
since the Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) formed a government in
Punjab, AAP national convenor
and Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal lashed out at the
Bharatiya Janta Party (BJP) in
Gujarat on Sunday, mocking it
for “creating a world record in
paper leaks” and criticised the
“derelict condition of schools
and hospitals” in the state. He
also challenged the ruling party
saying that the AAP will defeat
it in the upcoming Assembly
polls to be held later this year.
Kejriwal was addressing a tribal
gathering in Chanderia village
in Bharuch district’s Valia on
Sunday, where the party
announced an alliance with
Chhotubhai Vasava’s Bharatiya
Tribal Party (BTP) and urged
the people of Gujarat to “break
the arrogance of the BJP” by
voting the AAP into power.
Speaking from the dais of the

Adivasi Mahasammelan and
flanked by AAP leaders Gopal
Italia, Isudan Gadhvi, Indranil
Rajyaguru, and BTP supremo
Chhotubhai along with his son
and BTP president Mahesh
Vasava, who is also the MLA
from Dediapada, Kejriwal dared
the BJP to call early polls, as
was being speculated in politi-
cal circles.

“I have heard speculations that

Gujarat elections will happen

early because they (BJP) are

scared of the AAP… We have

formed two governments in

Delhi and one recently in

Punjab, and now it is the turn of

Gujarat… They (BJP) feel that if

they give us time till December,

Gujarat will turn towards AAP.

But I am telling you I am a

fakkad (poor happy person), I

only have the hand of God and

the support of the people… You

(BJP) can conduct elections

now or six months later, I will

defeat you,” Kejriwal asserted.

‘I will defeat you’: Kejriwal
challenges BJP in Guj

A year on, loss of loved
ones to Covid still rankles

‘Indian education sector
biggest target of cyber threats’
̈ Remote learning

among key triggers̈ 17 killed so far

‘Kashmiri youths travelling
to Pak on valid visas sneak

back in with terrorists’
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Bhilai, May 01: On the oc-
casion of May Day,
#Bore_Basi was trending
on social media through-
out the day on social media
particularly in
Chhattisgarh region.
People responded enthusi-
astically to Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel’s call to
consume the traditional
Chhattisgarhi delicacy
Bore – Basi on the occasion
of International Workers’
Day as a mark of respect

towards the working class
of the society. A number of
top politicians, bureau-
crats, government officials,
local elected representa-
tives and common people
shared their pics and
videos of consuming Bore
Basi on social media plat-
forms and extended May
Day greetings to all. This
year’s International
Workers’ Day became a his-
toric day for Chhattisgarh.
Almost every citizen of the

district began his day by
eating Bore - Basi. There is
a tradition in Chhattisgarh
to go to work after eating
Bore Basi. This traditional
delicacy is a rich source of
essential nutrients and
keeps the body cool during
the summer season. In vil-
lages, the farmers eat Bore
– Basi in the morning
which helps them to work
in the fields even during
the scorching summer. On
the special occasion of

Labour Day, everyone fol-
lowed the traditional eat-
ing habit in a special way.
Home Minister
Tamradhwaj Sahu, MLA
Arun Vora, MLA Devendra
Yadav, Mayor Dheeraj
Bakliwal consumed Bore –
Basi at their home as well
as with the workers.
Divisional Commissioner
Mahadev Kande, IG Badri
Narayan Meena, Collector
Dr Sarveshwar Narendra
Bhure and SP Dr Abhishek

Pallav also enjoyed the tra-
ditional delicacy. Collector
Dr Bhure was in Pune with
his family where he con-
sumed Bore – Basi. SP Dr
Abhishek Pallav enjoyed
the Bore – Basi with the po-
lice officers. Labour Officer
RK Pradhan started the
day with the workers in his
office by eating Bore – Basi.
At the project spots of
MGNREGA, all the work-
ers started the day by eat-
ing Bore - Basi. Along with

public representatives,
common people also
showed keen interest in
this campaign. People stat-
ed that Bore – Basi is an in-
tegral food of Chhattisgarh
and it is full of nutritious
properties and it keeps the
body fresh during the sum-
mer days. Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel has made
this effort to save our food
culture and has inspired all
of us to eat stale sacks in
honour of labourers on
Labour Day.

The citizens of Durg city
stated that our identity is
not only a geographical
identity but it includes cul-
tural identity and also the
food traditions.
Chhattisgarh is known as
the bowl of rice and many
delicacies made of rice are
very famous.

Among these, people are
fond of Bore and Basi. The
initiative taken in the hon-
our of labourers is actually
a respect for the cultural
traditions of food.

#Bore_Basi trends on social media; 
people consume Chhattisgarhi delicacy 

Home Minister Tamradhwaj Sahu Divisional Commissioner Mahadev Kavre Collector Dr Bhure with family

Bhilai, May 01: 

Labour Day was cele-
brated in a special way in
the entire state including
Steel City on Sunday. In
order to give respect to
the laborers of the state,
CM Bhupesh Baghel had
urged all to consume
Bore – Basi to celebrate
May 01. On the instruc-
tions and guidance of
CM Bhupesh Baghel,
MLA Bhilai Nagar
Devendra Yadav also en-
joyed consuming Bore –
Basi along with pickles,
salt, curd onion and
mango chutney.

MLA Devendra Yadav
said that the initiative
taken by Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel in the
honour of laborers is ap-
preciable. “We all must
eat Bore – Basi as it is
very tasty and very bene-
ficial for health. I have
been eating Basi in the
summer days and it is
my favourite dish in the
summer as it keeps the
body healthy and there is

no risk of heat stroke.
Drinking Basi water also
reduces thirst and one
gets a good sleep. Basi
has many benefits”, he
said. In the honour of the
workers, the “Bore Basi
Diwas” organised by the
government proves that
Chhattisgarh govern-
ment is a government of
poor labourers and this
government takes care of
the rights of the labour-
ers.

MLA Devendra Yadav
enjoys Bore-Basi 

Bhilai, May 01:

BJP leader and Member
of Parliament from Durg
Vijay Baghel has extended
support to the Mitanins
who are demonstrating for
the past one month de-
manding increase in their
honorarium. He said that
the Mitanin sisters are
performing their best but
even after the passage of 3
years, the Congress gov-
ernment has not fulfilled
its promise to increase
their honorarium to Rs
5000. The sisters have been
staging a sit-in for about a
month now in this hot and
humid weather, but the
state government is not
giving heed to their de-
mands. He added that the
Chief Minister has no
time to listen to the
Mitanin sisters on their le-
gitimate demands who
have been leaving their
children and families at
home and demonstrating
for what is rightfully
theirs. When the present
Chief Minister of the state
was President of the
Congress Committee prior
to the elections three and a
half years ago, he had
made announcement in
support of the Mitanins
then, why is it not being
implemented now; fur-

thermore, the Congress
manifesto mentions to ful-
fil the demands within 10
days, why is it not being
fulfilled he questioned. He
stated further that the
Congress government is
taking loan after loan, im-
posing a loan to the magni-
tude of 51 thousand crore
rupees on the people of
Chhattisgarh and has
gone back on his spoken
promises, what kind of a
humanism is this. Vijay
Baghel said that every sec-
tion of the society is agi-
tated. It was announced to
give weekly leave to the po-
lice employees, that too
was not fulfilled; liquor
prohibition was an-
nounced, it also remains
unfulfilled; a promise was
made to give unemploy-
ment allowance, that too
has not been fulfilled; and

overall, people have been
duped in the false mani-
festo. Extending support
to Mitanins, Vijay Baghel
said he was with these
Mitanin sisters in the
movement till their de-
mands are not fulfilled. He
also mentioned that elec-
tricity contract workers
were also on strike and
were sleeping on the road
and were lathi-charged,
what kind of a justice is
this he added. The state
government he added is
running the dictator’s gov-
ernment, agitation,
protest demonstrations
are being banned in the
state, this oppressive poli-
cy will not be allowed to
run. He warned the Chief
Minister that if people
take to road, it will become
difficult for the govern-
ment. The share being

given to Mitanin should be
increased from 75% to
100%. In the last 17 years,
the Mitanins have been
working sincerely and this
has resulted in reduction
in maternal mortality,
child mortality has im-
proved, institutional deliv-
eries have improved, the
level of malnutrition has
improved, vaccination has
increased. The Mitanin
program has made a sig-
nificant contribution in
taking health related
schemes to the masses and
providing benefits. People
are also being made aware
of social issues such as
stop violence against
women, stop sale of illicit
liquor, stop child mar-
riage, save environment
pollution etc. Mitanin sis-
ters have also helped by
risking their lives in the

initial stages of Corona
pandemic as well as cam-
paigned for vaccination to
save them from corona.
They visited door-to-door
to identify suspected pa-
tients and get them tested
which is still going on.
Initially, where most of the
employees of the depart-
ment were not leaving the
house due to Corona, at
that time our mitanin sis-
ters served all the people.
Mitanin plays an impor-
tant role in helping to pro-
tect people and also a lead-
ing role in providing sup-
port in all national health
related programs like
Pulse Polio, Vaccination,
Filariasis campaign etc.
Apart from this also
Mitanin sisters play their
important role in perform-
ing various works given by
the Health Department
Panchayat from time to
time.

Mitanin sisters com-
plete their tasks even after
traveling 50 to 100 kilome-
ters. The Mitanin sisters
are also not getting
Provident Fund even after
serving for 25 to 30 years.
At the end of their career,
their future remains dark.
The provident fund
amount of all the people
should also be deposited,
he added.

Vijay Baghel extends support to Mitanin sisters
Bhilai, May 01: 

Feeling proud of the
culture and heritage of
Chhattisgarh, Durg Police
celebrated Bore – Basi
Utsav on the occasion of
International Labour Day.
IGP (Durg Range0 Badri
Narayan Meena con-
sumed Bore – Basi at the
cricket ground with the
budding players. His elder
brother and two sons
were also present. In hon-
our of the workers and
labourers, officers of
Durg Police under the
leadership of
Superintendent of Police
Dr Abhishek Pallav or-
ganised a function at
Officers’ Mess during
which “Bore Basi” was
served in the meal.
Gazetted officers and
Station House Officers
participated in this event
and felt excited and proud
after having the tradition-
al food Bore - Basi.
A d d i t i o n a l
Superintendent of Police
(City) Sanjay Dhruv,
A d d i t i o n a l
Superintendent of Police
(Rural) Anant Sahu
A d d i t i o n a l
Superintendent of Police
(Traffic) Kavilash Tondon,
Probationary IPS Vaibhav
Banker, Deputy

Superintendent of Police
(Traffic) Gurjeet Singh,
SDOP(Patan) Divyansh
Rathore, Deputy
Superintendent of Police
(Crime) Nassar Siddhiqui,
Deputy Superintendent of
Police (Headquarters)
Abhishek Jha, Deputy

Superintendent of Police
(Line) Neelesh Dwivedi,
Reserve Inspector Ramesh
Kumar Chandra, Subedar
Trupti Singh Rajput, and
SHOs of various police
stations attended the func-
tion and and enjoyed eat-
ing Bore – Basi.

Durg Police celebrates Bore - Basi Utsav 

IGP BN Meena with his brother and son

SP and other top cops at Officers’ Mess

Bhilai, May 01:
Responding to the CM’s ap-
peal, the Bore Basi Tihar
was celebrated by the
Bhilai Municipal
Corporation fraternity on
International Workers’
Day in honor of the work-
ers and labourers. Events
were organised at different
places. Bhilai MLA
Devendra Yadav, Mayor
Neeraj Pal, Speaker Girvar
Bunty Sahu, MIC mem-
bers, Zone Presidents and
President Bhilai District
Congress Mukesh
Chandrakar and
Councilors along with
Swachhata Didis and
workers of BMC together
consumed Bore – Basi

along with curd, pickles,
mango chutni, athan, veg-
etables, etc. Everyone felt
proud of their culture by
eating the traditional
Chhattisgarhiya food.

Mayor Neeraj Pal
thanked the CM for ex-
plaining the importance of
Bore – Basi during the
summer days and said that
it shows the respect to-
wards the workers. Eating

Bore – Basi gives great re-
lief from heat. Speaker
Girwar Bunty Sahu said
that along with love for the
culture, tradition and food
of Chhattisgarh, Bore –
Basi Day is a real honor of
labour. Commissioner
Prakash Sarve while eat-
ing Bore – Basi in honour
of the workers said that it
keeps good health of the
workers as well as increas-

es their working efficiency.
On this occasion, Bhilai
Congress District
President Mukesh
Chandrakar said that on
the occasion of Labour
Day, feeding Bore – Basi is
a great effort to connect
the young generation with
Chhattisgarhiya food and
culture. It is the honour of
lakhs of workers and la-
borers. Mayor and the

Commissioner have ap-
pealed to the people to con-
sume Bore – Basi in view
of scorching summer. This
food can protect the people
from heat waves and keep
the body hydrated. MiC
members Ekansh
Banchore, Saket
Chandrakar, Keshav
Choubey, Lalchand Verma,
Neha Sahu, Malti Thakur,
Aditya Singh, Zone
President Jalandhar Singh
and Ramanand Maurya,
Councilor Shubham Jha ,
Hari Om Tiwari, K
Jagdish, Bhagwati
Sharma, Nitish Yadav and
others consumed Bore –
Basi in honour of the
labourers.

BMC fraternity consumed Bore–Basi on May Day
BBhhiillaaii,,  MMaayy  0011:: Durg Municipal
Corporation organised a pro-
gram at SLRM Center to honor
the workers on May Day. MLA
Arun Vora and other political
leaders consumed Bore – Basi
with the labourers and
expressed their respects
towards the working class.
Feeling proud of the culture and
heritage of Chhattisgarh, ‘Bore
Basi Tihar’ was organised on
the occasion of International
Labor Day in the honor of the
workers. MLA Arun Vora, Mayor
Dheeraj Bakliwal, Vice
President of Chhattisgarh State
Backward Commission RN
Verma, Corporation
Commissioner Haresh Mandavi,
Health Officer Girish Diwan,
Nodal Officer Javed Ali were

present at the venue. They hon-
oured the labourers and con-
sumed Bore – Basi with them.
Arun Vora said that Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel has
always promoted the culture of
Chhattisgarh. The Chief
Minister has made this appeal
with a sense of respect for
labour along with love for food,
so the present generation
should be associated with
Chhattisgarh culture and tradi-

tion. This appeal of the Chief
Minister to eat Bore – Basi has
actually brought respect to
lakhs of workers and laborers.
He further said that he is feeling
extremely happy and proud to
have Bore – Basi with the
Swacchta didis. Mayor Dheeraj
Bakliwal also said that this
appeal of Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel shows the
respect and honour towards the
workers.

Political leaders consume Bore–Basi with labourers

BBhhiillaaii,,  MMaayy  0011:: On Saturday,
Hemchand Yadav University, Durg
conducted PhD Course Work
Second Chance Exam in a peace-
ful manner. To appear in this
examination, 84 researchers had
applied in 16 subjects. Giving this
information, Dr Prashant
Srivastava, Dean, Student
Welfare, and Ph D Cell in-charge
of the University said that the 16
subjects in which Ph D second
chance examination of Course
Work was conducted, included
Education, Hindi, Sociology,
Political Science, History,
Commerce, Psychology,
Economics, Biotechnology,
Microbiology, Botany, Zoology,
Mathematics, Physical
Chemistry, Home Science sub-

jects. Dr Srivastava informed that
during this examination held
between 11:00 hrs to 13:00 hrs,
the Registrar of the University,
Bhupendra Kuldeep, Deputy
Registrar, Examination, Dr
Rajamani Patel and NSS coordi-
nator, Dr RP Aggarwal boosted
the morale of the examinees by
being present throughout the

time. Registrar, Bhupendra
Kuldeep informed that the uni-
versity administration is trying to
declare the results of PhD course-
work second chance examination
within a week. The research
scholars who qualify in this exam-
ination will be eligible to attend
the RDC meeting of various sub-
jects to be held from the second

week of May. It will be mandato-
ry for all these research scholars
to get their PhD synopsis
approved in the DRC meeting to
be held in research centers in
coordination with their research
supervisor. Therefore, all the
researchers should ensure the
necessary preparation in this
regard. Dr Srivastava told that
the scholars who had passed last
year’s Ph D entrance examination
and could not get research guides
but if research guides are now
available to them, then such
research scholars will be required
to take admission in their respec-
tive research centers and com-
plete the coursework and pass
the coursework examination to
be conducted after that. 

Hemchand Yadav University conducts 
PhD Coursework second chance exam BBhhiillaaii,,  MMaayy  0011::  PG Department

of Psychology, St Thomas
College in collaboration with
MOU partner Sarthak Kadam
Sansthan organised Training
Program on Disabilities and
Related Therapies. Resource
persons of the training pro-
gram were G Vanisree and
Anuradha V, faculty in Sarthak
Kadam Sansthan, Sector-10,
Bhilai. G Vani and Anuradha V
both introduced the budding
psychologists of St Thomas
College to their students. In
their briefing they informed
the PG students that Sarthak
Kadam has inmates who are
suffering from autism, down
syndrome, mental retardation,
ADHD and cerebral palsy. 

The speakers further elaborat-
ed that the Institution is estab-
lished to fulfil the needs of spe-
cial children. Various sensory-
motor training for example
Fine & Gross Motor Skills
Training and Behavioural
Training is given to these
Special children. The various
Therapeutic Models,
Instruments and Tests were
also introduced to the stu-
dents. Students were given
detailed description of ques-

tionnaires and to use them to
identify the mental defects.
Strategies used when children
show reluctance in coping or
behaviour malfunction were
demonstrated. The students
were guided to understand
how to create a stimulating
environment for the special
needs. Administrator of the
college Rev Father Dr Joshi
Varghese praised the efforts of
the department. Principal Dr
MG Roymon encouraged the

program with his best wishes
and said such training benefits
the student in becoming a good
clinical psychologist. Dr
Debjani Mukherjee, Head, PG
Department of Psychology
introduced the resource person
and stressed that mere learn-
ing of syllabus is not enough in
these competitive days.
Application of the knowledge is
very important. G Vanisree,
Principal of Sarthak Kadam
Sansthan highlighted the
parental and society’s role in
the care of special children. Dr
Sumita Singh, Assistant
Professor and Dr Ankita
Deshmukh, Assistant Professor
guided the students in this
learning experience. 

St Thomas College conducts training on Disabilities & Related Therapies 
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‘Bore Basi’ food outlet inaugurated
at Gadkaleva on Labour Day

RRaaiippuurr,,  MMaayy  0011:: On the call of
Chief Minister Bhupesh Baghel,
the process of celebrating May 01
Labour Day as ‘Bore Basi’ Day has
started. It is worth mentioning
that on the call of the Chief
Minister, the Culture Department
has launched the ‘Bore Basi’ thali
from Sunday at Gadkaleva.
People enthusiastically partici-
pated in this campaign to honour
the labor by eating ‘Bore Baasi’
on the call of the Chief Minister.

The state administrative officers
also enjoyed ‘Bore Basi’ food.
State Administrative Service offi-
cer Deputy Collector Mr. Lingaraj
Sidar reacted after eating ‘Bore
Basi’ food and said that he used
to eat ‘Bore Basi’ food often in his
childhood. Even though now
there is less opportunity to eat it,
but as soon as he gets a chance to
eat, he never misses it. 

Today Mr. Siddar along with
his friends came to Gadkaleva to
eat ‘Bore Basi’ food specially.
Administrative officers Mr.
Hemant Sidar, Mr. Nikhilesh
Sidar and others also took away
the ‘Bore Basi’ food with enthusi-
asm.

Tomato price touches Rs 40 per kg in Raipur

Raipur, May 01: Tomato
prices have increased in
Raipur. Due to high de-
mand and low supply,
tomato prices have in-
creased from Rs 20 per kg
to Rs 40 per kg. According
to local traders, the local
production has come
down due to severe heat
waves prevailing. To meet
the local demand, arrivals
have started from
Bangalore and Nashik to

Doomartarai wholesale
market. Prices have even
reached Rs 50 per kg in
some retail markets of the
capital. Srinivas Reddy,
president of
Doomaratarai Wholesale
Market, said that every
year in May-June, there is
a rise in the prices of

tomatoes. This time, due to
higher local production in
Chhattisgarh, the prices
have increased since May,
whereas earlier there used
to be a jump in prices from
April 15 onwards. People
may have to wait for three-
four months more for the
new crop of tomatoes. If
we look at the prices of
other vegetables, it has
also come costlier. The
prices of vegetables like
‘Parval’, ‘Barbatti’,
‘Bhindi’, ‘Brinjal’ etc. have
also crossed Rs 20 in
wholesale market. Due to
this, the prices have also
gone up in retail market.

The effect of inflation in
vegetables is also visible
in hotel-restaurant menu,
in which the quantity has
come down compared to
earlier. Within the state,
tomato production is more
from areas like Bemetara,
Kawardha, Jashpur, Durg,
Balod, Abhanpur, Mandir
Hasaud and Dhamtari. At
present the crop is nearing
completion in these areas
as well. Due to the sum-
mer, now the crop is not
able to survive for long as
a result due to gap in be-
tween demand and supply,
a jump in prices is being
recorded.

AC sales gear up with
sale of 13,000 ACs in

two months

Raipur, May 01: There
has been a tremendous
boom in Air Conditioners
business which has been
down for the last two
years due to Corona pan-
demic. According to the
traders, the AC business
has increased by more
than 70 percent compared
to the year-2019. AC prices
have also increased by 10
percent as compared to
last year. Attractive offers
are being given by the fi-
nance companies to woo
the customers. Traders
said that for the last two
years, the AC business
was completely down.
Due to increase in the
cost of production, the
prices of ACs have in-
creased by 10 percent as
compared to the previous
year. In March-April last
year, the price of AC
which was Rs 33,000, its
price has now reached

close to Rs 36,000. Like
AC, the sale of cooler-fans
has also increased by 25
percent as compared to
the previous years.
Companies have also in-
troduced cooler-fans in
the market in new models
and technologies. In the
year-2020 and 2021, their
sales were also affected
due to the Corona pan-
demic. With the increase
in business, there has also
been an increase in sales.
Traders said that sales
have increased in rural
areas as compared to
urban areas. They said
that the last two years
have been lost to Corona,
but this year the electron-
ics business has gained
momentum. AC sales
have increased tremen-
dously. Along with this
there has also been an in-
crease in sale of cooler-
fan.

CSPGCL power plant
bags 4th position in India

Raipur, May 01:
Chhattisgarh state power
generation company
bagged 4th position in
state power sector catego-
ry overall India. CSPGCL
holds of achieving record
of 70.40 % Plant load fac-
tor whereas average plant
load factor of other plant
within nation is of 58.86 %
for year 2021-22. Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
congratulated Chairman
CSPC Anit Anand (I.A.S)
and MD Generation CSPG-
CL N.K. Bijoura and
team.

Central Electricity
Authority under
Government of India
Ministry of power issued
its annual report ranking.
Dr Shyama Prasad
Mujkherjee power
plant(DSPM) Korba East
stood in 4 th position
among central, state and
private power plant .
DSPM holds record of
89.22 % PLF for year 2021-
22.CSPGCL production ca-

pacity was boosted by
proper coal management
and through yearly plant
maintenance. Team CSPG-
CL worked hard to achieve
its annual target.
Likewise, DSPM also hold
record for minimum oil
consumption for its unit
no 2. This unit oil con-
sumption rate was 0.0427
ml per unit which was
much lower as compared
to 0.5 ml per unit target
given by Regulation
Commission.

Such achievement
helped generation compa-
ny to save 10.70 crore ru-
pees. DSPM unit 2 has only
one trip throughout the
year which is also the min-
imum trip for any plant.
Atal Bihari Vajpayee
Thermal Power Plant also
hold record for 0.47 ml per
unit oil consumption ,com-
bined oil consumption
also records for 0.502
which is also remarkable
achievement for plant
growth.

Popularity of ‘Ch’garhi bore-basi’ is an honour: CM

Raipur, May 01: On occa-
sion of International Labour
Day, CM Bhupesh Baghel
was the chief guest at the
state-level ‘shramik
Sammelan’ organied at BTI
ground here on Su nay. CM
termed the Sunday’s Labour
day as historic said that he
made an appeal to people of
the state to eat ‘bore-basi’ to
honour the farmers, labour-
ers and hard working com-
munity of Chhattisgarh and
supporting the same they
took it to abroad as well. CM
said people were found col-
lecting information about
‘bore-basi’ and majority

even had even eaten it today.
CM said that he feels hon-
oured on getting such huge
response and popularity of
Chhattigarhi dish ‘bore-
basi’.

Prior to this CM Baghel
met the beneficiaries of dif-
ferent schemes of the
Labour department and dis-
tributed them the materials
as well. Baghel was seen
playing with the children of
the labourers and he showed
kind gesture to a young girl
of a labourer holding her in
his hands and to another girl
he made her stand on his
palms. On this occasion CM
also released a booklet of the
Labour department giving
information about its vari-
ous schemes.

Speaking on the occasion

CM Baghel extended greet-
ings to all the labourers on
occasion of Labour Day and
made many new declara-
tions. CM Baghel made dec-
laration of paying Rs 10000
as financial assistance to eld-
erly labourers under
‘Shramik Siyan Sahayata
Yojana’. CM in order to pro-
mote female workers, made
a declaration to pay Rs 1
lahk as grant in place of Rs
50000 earlier. Along with this
CM hike the age-limit under
‘Noni Shashaktikaran
Yojana’ from 18 yrs to pass
on benefits to girls upto 21
yrs. CM also made declara-
tion about the new Scheme
‘Mitan Yojana’ launched on
May 1 and said that in the
second phase it will be
launched in rural areas.

Addressing the pro-
gramme, Labour Minister
Shiv Kumar Daharia said
that no construction work is
possible without the labour-
ers and termed them as the
pillars of foundation of any
state. President
Chhattisgarh Bhavan
Sannirman Karmakar
Kalyan Mandal Sanni
Agrawal said that to ensure
that there is economic devel-
opment in favour of labour-
ers the state government is
making all efforts. He sadi
that the state government
has launched many schemes
for the welfare of the labour-
ers for their lifetime.
Chairman Labour Welfare
Board Safi Ahmed said that
under leadreship of CM, the
state’s economic policy is
playing an important role in
solving unemployment prob-
lems and providing them
employment and this has in-
creased confidence of the
labourers, farmers, poor to-
wards the state government.
In this programme, CM

Baghel distributed cheques
to the beneficiaries under
‘Noni Shashkatikaran
Yojana’, ‘Nanihal
Chatravrati Yojana’,
‘Meghavi Chatravritti
Yojana’, ‘Bhagini Prasooti
Sahayata Yojana’,
‘Mukhyamantri e-Rikshaw
and other schemes.

On this occasion state’s
Industry Minister Kawasi
Lakhma, MLA and
Parliamentary Secy Rekh
Chand Jain, MLA and
Parlimanetary secy Vikas
Upadhyay, Chairman CHB
Kuldeep Juneja, Chairman
Chhattisgarh state Food &
Civil Supplies Coporation
Ramgopal Agrawal,
Chairman CSMDC Girish
Dewangan, Chariperson
State Women’s Commission
Dr Kiranmayi Nayak, MLA
Brihaspat Singh, MLA Anita
Yogendra Sharma, public
reps, officers and employees
from different departments
and labourers from different
districts of state were pres-
ent in large number.

Cabinet approves implementation of Old Pension Scheme

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, May 01: Many
important decisions were
taken in the Cabinet meet-
ing held under the chair-
manship of Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
at his official residence
here on Sunday. The cab-
ineit decided to implement
the old pension scheme in
place of the new contribu-
tory pension scheme for
government employees ap-
pointed from November 1,
2004 has been approved.
Proposal for deduction of
minimum 12 percent of
the basic salary as per the
General Provident Fund
rule has been approved
and the deduction of 10
percent monthly contribu-
tion from the salary for the
new contributory pension
scheme has been abol-
ished with effect from
April 1, 2022. In order to
solve the problems faced
by the Scheduled Castes
and Scheduled Tribes in
obtaining the caste certifi-
cate due to ambiguities in
spelling the name of the
caste, Cabinet has decided
to recognize the scheduled
caste in English and men-
tion the name of the
scheduled caste in the
caste certificates in
English.

Taking a major decision
in the interest of young-
sters of the state, Cabinet
has approved the decision
to waive off the examina-
tion fee for the exams or-
ganized by Chhattisgarh
Public Service
C o m m i s s i o n ,
Chhattisgarh Professional
Examination Board, and
Special Junior Employee
Selection Board. Cabinet
has decided to extend till
March 31, 2023 the effec-
tive period of the 2 percent
exemption in the registry
fee for residential houses
and flats with market
value of up to Rs 75 lakh
under real estate projects
approved by the
C h h a t t i s g a r h
Government.

The amount of annual
financial aid provided to
the head of the benefici-
ary family, under the Rajiv
Gandhi Grameen
Bhumiheen Krishi Nyay
Yojana, has been increased
from Rs. 6000 to Rs. 7000
and the tribal priests in-
cluding Baiga, Gunia,

Pujari, who play an impor-
tant role in tribal life and
culture, will also be bene-
fited under the scheme, as
per the decision taken by
the Cabinet today.

Cabinet has decided to
launch Chhattisgarh State
Guarantee Redemption
Fund Scheme-2022. It has
approved the proposal to
withdraw 32 cases, as rec-
ommended by the sub-
committee of the Cabinet
constituted examine the
cases purely related to po-
litical movements and
withdraw them from the
court in public interest.
Cabinet has decided to ap-
point Nava Raipur Atal
Nagar Development
Authority as the construc-
tion agency for the estab-
lishment of Chhattisgarh
Amar Jawan Jyoti
Memorial.

The proposal for amend-
ment in Chhattisgarh
Civil Services (Conduct)
Rules 1965 was approved.
Cabinet has given consent
to relax the one-year valid-
ity period of the selection

list issued by the
Panchayat and Rural
Development Department
for appointment on 125
posts of Assistant
Cartographer.

The draft of
Chhattisgarh Swami
Vivekanand Technical
University (Amendment)
Bill-2022 was approved.
The proposal for amend-
ment in the Chhattisgarh
Government Store
Purchase Rules-2002 (as
amended 2022) was ap-
proved. Proposal for
amendment in the conces-
sion provided for estab-
lishment of Forest indus-
tries under State
Industrial Policy 2019-24 as
well as in the allotment
rules under clause 3.11 of
Chhattisgarh Industrial
Land and Building
Management Rules 2015
(as amended-2022) for
rental of sheds/flatted fac-
tories (sheds of multi-
storey buildings) was ap-
proved.

Cabinet has decided to
extend the validity period

of the examination result
by one year to fill the va-
cant post of Steno typist
under the Directorate of
AYUSH. For promotion
from Grade IV employees
to the post of Assistant
Grade-III under the
Commercial Tax
Department, Cabinet has
decided to increase the
quota of promotion from
25% to 50%.

C h h a t t i s g a r h
Employment Mission has
been formed and Rajiv
Mitan Club scheme has
been implemented to cre-
ate new employment op-
portunities for youth in
the state. Chhattisgarh
Cess (Amendment)
Ordinance-2022 proposed
to levy a cess at the rate of
12 percent on the amount
of stamp duty on all types
of sales, donations, mort-
gages or leases made for
the for financing and im-
plementation of these
schemes for a period of
more than thirty years
was approved.

Regarding the exemp-

tion from registration fee
on residential houses and
flats, Cabinet gave post
facto approval to the notifi-
cation regarding rationali-
zation of market value
(guide line) and registra-
tion fee. Cabinet has decid-
ed to create one additional
post of Chief Engineer in
Public Works Department.
The draft of Chhattisgarh
State Water Resource
Development Policy-2022
was approved. Cabinet ap-
proved the proposal to ap-
point Diploma/Degree
holders in the Water
Resources Department on
the vacant posts of Sub
Engineers (Civil/V./S) in
the Department. Decision
was taken to provide hotel
bar license at concessional
rate to the units operated
by Chhattisgarh Tourism
Board.

In order to provide em-
ployment opportunities to
the local people and for the
convenience of tourists,
Cabinet has decided to
lease 26 units under
Chhattisgarh Tourism
Board. Cabinet has ap-
proved the proposal to dele-
gate State Government’s
powers to approve the
transfer of immovable
properties to the Collector
of the district concerned,
as per the provision of sec-
tion 426B of Chhattisgarh
Municipal Corporation Act
1956. Cabinet has also ap-
proved the proposal to dele-
gate State Government’s
right of transfer accept-

ance of immovable proper-
ties of Municipality and
Nagar Panchayat to the
Collector of the district
concerned, as per the pro-
vision of section 345 of
Chhattisgarh Municipality
Act 1961.

Cabinet further ap-
proved the proposal to dele-
gate the powers to sell the
land owned by the
Municipal Corporation
Raipur in the form of free-
hold land located in village
Dumtarai to Collector
Raipur. Residential or com-
mercial buildings, flats,
plots, premises and shops
allotted on the lease hold of
the own possession or own-
ership of the urban bodies
shall be subject to the con-
ditions of free-hold by the
concerned urban body
after duly obtaining the
land ownership from the
Revenue Department. The
conversion has been ap-
proved.

Cabinet has approved
the draft of Chhattisgarh
Primitive Tribes
Protection (Interest in
Trees) Amendment Bill-
2022, to simplify the
process of felling trees in
the own land of the trib-
als.The draft of
Chhattisgarh Land
Revenue Code
(Amendment) Bill-2022 was
approved. With an aim of
promoting the use of cow
urine and other organic
materials on a large scale,
besides promoting the use
of vermicompost instead

of chemical fertilizers and
pesticides for the rejuvena-
tion of the soil’s fertility,
Cabinet has decided to
commence ‘Maati Pujan
Mahaabhiyan’ this year on
the occasion of Akshaya
Tritiya this year, from May
3, 2022.

As per the announce-
ment of Chief Minister,
Transport Minister was
authorized for introducing
city buses in Durg-Bhilai
industrial area and for
publication of new routes.
Cabinet has decided to pro-
cure sugar in cooperative
sugar factories for distri-
bution of essential sugar
from April 2022 to March
2023 under Public
Distribution System.
Cabinet has decided to dis-
tribute additional food
grains and monthly entitle-
ment rice free of cost from
April 2022 to September
2022 on  the ration cards is-
sued under Chhattisgarh
Food Nutrition Security
Act, equivalent to Pradhan
Mantri Garib Kalyan Anna
Yojana. The proposal for
amendment in
Chhattisgarh State
Electricity Board Transfer
Scheme Rules-2010 was ap-
proved. Redevelopment ac-
tion plan was approved for
systematic development
and utilization of dilapi-
dated government premis-
es built on government
land under various depart-
ments corporation, board,
company, board in
Chhattisgarh state.

HONOUR TO LABOURERS

CM Bhupesh Baghel along with some of the cabinet minister ate ‘Bore-Baasi’ sitting
on the floor to honour the labourers on occasion of Labour Day in a programme 
organised at local BTI Ground here on Sunday.

Many other impor-
tant decisions also
taken in the meeting

Extends greetings
to labourers of
state on occasion of
Labour Day

N Makes declara-
tion of ‘Shramik
Siyan Sahayata
Yojana’ and others

Stock arrivals start-
ed from outside
states

Raipur, May 01:
The Governor of
Jharkhand, Ramesh
Bais, had a courtesy
call on Governor Ms.
Anusuiya Uikey at
Raj Bhavan here. On
this occasion, a de-
tailed discussion
was held  between
the two governors on var-
ious contemporary activ-
ities, administration and
good governance and
peace and harmony in
the country and the state.
Along with this,
Governor Ms. Uikey also

shared information
about the welfare
schemes of
Chhattisgarh. Governor
Ms. Uike honoured the
Governor of Jharkhand,
Mr. Bais with a memento
and a shawl.

Governor of Jharkhand Ramesh
Bais calls on Guv Uikey
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‘HIGH ON DEMAND’

One of the most important dish for the festival of Eid- ‘Vermicelli’ (sevaiyan) was high on demand here on Sunday.

Five member team start 
Kalaripayattu sports training 

Raipur, May 01:
Kalaripayattu Sports
which has been recog-
nized by the Ministry of
Sports, Government of
India under Khelo India
Game is a martial art de-
signed for the ancient bat-
tle field is a native sports
of Kerala. The training is
imparted in this sports
through Gurukul and five
member team from Raipur
reached Kerala to take
training in five different
categories of this sports.

Led by Aman yadav, 02
boys and 03 girls are tak-
ing part in this training
programme. Giving infor-
mation in this connection
District Kalaripayattu
Sangh Raipur president
Anis Memon said,
Kanishka Shrivas from
KV Raipur, Bhaivav Sai,
Devika Patel and Palak
Sahu from Shri Gujarati
School is representing the
state for taking training in
this sports. They will be
taking 15 days training for
which they are in Kannur
city now. It needs to be

mentioned here, Kanishka
Shrivas from KV Raipur
will be representing the
state in Khelo India to be
organized in June in
Gurgaon. Shrijeyan from
Kannur who is coach of
Bharatiya Kalaripayattu
Federation is personally
training these five stu-
dents in five different cate-
gories. These internation-
ally, nationally and state
level players of Martial
Arts from Raipur before
leaving for Kerala met for-
mer minister Amarjit
Bhagat, MP Sunil Soni,
former Leader of
Opposition Nand Kumar
Sai, MLA and
Parliamentary Secretary
Vikas Upadhyay and MLA
Kuldeep Juneja and took
their blessings.

Governor releases book titled
‘Bharatiya Sanchar Yatra’

Raipur, May 01: A dele-
gation led by Sunil
Ramdas Agrawal met
Governor Ms. Anusuiya
Uikey at Raj Bhavan here.
On this occasion,
Governor Uikey released
a book titled ‘Bharatiya
Sanchar Yatra’ written by
Bhanu Pratap Mishra and
wished him well.
Governor Uikey said that
communication is not pos-
sible without conversa-
tion and lack of communi-
cation stops the pace of so-

ciety. Indian communica-
tion travel book will be
beneficial for the students
studying in the field of
journalism and communi-
cation. The Indian
Sanchar Yatra book cov-
ers the various stages of
development starting
from the Vedas of commu-
nication to the present
day. Sanjay Chaudhary,
Vinod Agarwal, Hemant,
Vibhash Jha and
Chandrasen Mishra were
present on this occasion.

Dr Hamid Ullah  Khan
appointed election observer 

Central Chronicle News

Bilaspur, May 01: As
per the recommenda-
tion of AICC president
Sonia Gandhi, Congress
National Election
Authority president
Madhusudan Mistry
has appointed senior
Congress leader, social
worker and vice presi-
dent of Chhattisgarh
State Congress
Minority Department
Dr Hamid Ullah  Khan
as its observer for
Vidhisha district owing
to party organizational
polls.

It needs to be men-
tioned here, Dr Khan is
a dedicated activist of
the party for the last 35
years and has dawned

several important posts
right from YC Secretary
to vice president of
Chhattisgarh State
Congress Minority
Department. He is also
National President of
Matdata Jagriti Manch.
His appointed has been
hailed by many
Congress leaders who
personally congratulat-
ed him.

Help Desk for Sr Citizen at AIIMS 

Raipur, May 01: In the
time of Covid19, the elderly
have been disproportionate-
ly affected either by the dis-
ease or due to other long
term chronic systemic dis-
eases like diabetes, hyper-
tension, heart diseases and
locomotory problem. This
has been neglected for a
prolonged period of time
owing to the Prioritisation
of health systems and hos-
pitals to the pandemic re-
sponse. With the pandemic
now on the decline, hospi-
tals and health care service
providers have opened up
their OPD to other health
care services. This is result-
ing in large number of eld-
erly visiting hospitals & ter-
tiary care institutions in
order to clear the backlog of
chronic health issues that
they have been suspending
owing to the pandemic.

However, upon visit to such
institutions, they have to
struggle with other age
groups and physically able
population to get their
health examined at each
step of the way. In such a
scenario an elderly
helpdesk, which prioritizes
the elderly in booking their
appointment and facilitat-
ing other services like lab &
pharmacy, has been shown
to be very effective in ad-
dressing this acute need of

the elderly and helping
them address their long
unmet need of chronic dis-
ease care in order to get a
better quality of life.

Dr (Prof) Nitim M
Nagerkar, Director AIIMS
Raipur inaugurated the
Help Desk Services with
cutting the ribbon in the
presence of his faculty
members and the members
from Sr Citizen
Associations of Raipur.

In his message

Subhankar Biswas, State
Head (CG) of HelpAge said,
‘It is just another opportuni-
ty for us to initiate such
services on the 44th years of
its journey. We thank AIIMS
Raipur for this partnership
and the sensitivity towards
the Sr Citizen community.’

Vridhmitra and
Vridhsahayaks will assist
the Sr Citizen visiting the
hospital. Currently, four
such Helpdesks are opera-
tional in Delhi, Rishikesh
(Uttarakhand), Chennai
(Tamilnadu) & Lucknow
(Utter Pradesh) are in serv-
ice for the Sr Citizen it is 5th
such desk in the country
dedicated for the elderly.
The programme was co-or-
dinated by Kingshuk Saha,
Amit Bhomick, Ms Surabhi
Singh and Sanju Sahu from
Help Age India, Raipur
team, informs Subhankar
Biswas, State Head
(Chhattisgarh), HelpAge
India.

Daharia lays stone, inaugurates various devp works
Raipur, May 01: State
Urban Administration
and Development and
Labour Minister Dr.
Shivkumar Dahriya per-
formed bhoomi pujan and
dedicated various develop-
ment works worth about
Rs 5 crore in Nagar
Panchayat Samoda under
Raipur district here.

Dr. Daharia attended the
Bhakta Mata Karma
Jayanti celebrations at
Samoda. Urban
Administration Minister
under the infrastructure
in Samoda CC to be built
at a cost of Rs 2 crore. He
performed bhoomi pujan
of drain construction
works. He  sanctioned
Haat Bazar construction
work in Ward 1 of Samoda
at a cost of Rs. 39.91 lakh,
beautification of Rs.7.73
lakh  near primary
school, Dome shed near

Karma temple and floor-
ing work costing Rs.25.20
lakh.

Bhoomipujan was done
for the development and
upgradation work of
Punni Mela site costing
Rs.78 thousand. Dr. Dahria
performed bhoomi pujan
of community buildings
costing Rs 50 lakh in Ward

9 and 14, and other devel-
opment works worth more
than Rs 25. He also inaugu-
rated various construction
works of Gouthan at a cost
of Rs 19 lakh in Ward 9
Kusumund. On this occa-
sion, regional public rep-
resentatives including
heads of various societies
were present.

Orientation program of 70 govt drivers held at Institute of Traffic Research
Raipur, May 01:
Orientation program of 70
government drivers was
completed from April 27 to
29  at the Institute of
Traffic Research, Nava
Raipur, Atal Nagar. It is
noteworthy that on the last
day on  April 11th, Chief
Secretary Amitabh Jain,
while reviewing the road
safety scenario of the
state, had given guidelines
to start the reforms from
home. In road accidents,
along with the loss of pre-
cious lives, the entire fami-
ly is affected. Keeping this
in view, this training pro-
gram is being run. In this
context, this training pro-
gram for the drivers work-
ing in the government of-
fices located at Mahanadi
Bhawan, Indravati of the
state for easy and safe traf-
fic, upgradation of driving

skills and information
about road safety etc.,
Inter-departmental Lead
Agency (Road Safety),
Transport Department
and Maruti Suzuki.
Institute of Driving and
Traffic Research is being
given in village Tendua,
Nava Raipur. In the train-

ing program, health
check-up of all the drivers
is also being done in col-
laboration with the health
department.

The Institute of Driving
and Traffic Research, es-
tablished by the
Government of
Chhattisgarh, is a modern

institute of road safety
and driving skills training
in the state, where all nec-
essary courses related to
road safety are conducted
in a very interesting man-
ner through audio, video
presentation and field
training in modern track
established through scien-

tific medium to the
trainees using world class
technology. These training
programs will enhance the
driving skills of the partic-
ipating motorists.
Unforeseen damages
caused by road accidents
can also be avoided and
government drivers will
be able to present an ideal
before the society. In the
training session,
President Inter-depart-
mental Lead Agency (Road
Safety) Mr. Sanjay Sharma
administered oath to all
the drivers to present
ideals to the society by dis-
creet conduct including
compliance with traffic
rules, easy and safe driv-
ing, promotion of road
safety and restraint.
Certificate and batch of
Road Safety Ambassador
were awarded.

5 hospitals of Ch’garh got National
Quality Assurance Certificate

Raipur, May 01: Five gov-
ernment hospitals in
Chhattisgarh have been
awarded the National
Quality Assurance
Standard (NQAS -
National Quality
Assurance Standard) cer-
tificate by the Union
Ministry of Health and
Family Welfare for provid-
ing excellent health serv-

ice and better treatment to
patients. The Union
Health Ministry has
awarded quality certifi-
cates to three primary
health centers and two
urban primary health cen-
ters in the state.

National Quality
Assurance Standard
Certificate has been
awarded by the
Government of India to
Amadand of Gaurela-
Pendra-Marwahi district,
Adawal of Bastar and
Kottra Primary Health
Center in Kanker district,
Bhathagaon Urban
Primary Health Center in
Raipur and Tanki Maroda
Urban Primary Health
Center in Durg district
have also been awarded
National Quality
Assurance Standard

Certificate.
Health and Family

Welfare Minister T.S.
Singhdeo has congratulat-
ed the officers and staff of
all these hospitals who
have received the
Certificate of Excellence
for dedicated healthcare
services.

He has expressed confi-
dence that these hospitals
will continue to serve the
patients while maintain-
ing their excellence and
will set new benchmarks
for other hospitals of the
state.

Under the National
Health Mission,
Chhattisgarh, the process
of internal and state level
evaluation of the institu-
tion, service supply audit
and patient satisfaction
survey after regular train-

ing of health workers to
provide excellent health
service in state hospitals
and provide better treat-
ment to patients. In the
last month of March, the
quality of services avail-
able to the patients was
tested by inspecting these
five hospitals by the team
of Union Health Ministry.
He had also taken feed-
back from patients in this
regard.

The hospital’s services
and satisfaction level are
tested on several parame-
ters by a team of experts
before awarding the
National Quality
Assurance Standards cer-
tificate. Only hospitals
that meet these stringent
standards are issued quali-
ty certificates by the
Union Health Ministry.

Health and Family
Welfare Minister TS
Singhdeo congratu-
lated the officers
and employees of
these hospitals who
got the Certificate
of Excellence for
dedicated health
services

p By HelpAge India

p For Congress party

p In Kerala

SPORTS ROUND-UP

Raipur, May 01: Under the
aegis of Shri Gujarati
Shikshan Sangh, free of
cost Martial Art and Yoga
Training Camp got under-
way at Shri Gujarati School
campus situated at Sector
IV Devendra Nagar from
May 01 and will continue till
June 15 ( 7:30 am to 9:00 am).
This camp is aimed to make
the trainees mentally and

physically fit and to in-
crease their immunity level.
This camp is being conduct-
ed under the supervision of
Martyr Vinod Choubey
awardee coach Sensei Anis
Memon and training will be
imparted in Judo, Karate,
Muay Thai, Thai Boxing,
Kalaripayattu and Yoga. All
those interested in training
can contact senior sports
coach and coach
Tikeshwari Sahu for regis-
tration during the coaching
period.

Free Martial Art and Yoga
training camp gets underway

p In Shri Gujarati
School

Summer training camp by CHDB
Raipur, May 01:
Chhattisgarh Handicrafts
Development Board
(CHDB) is going on 15 days
summer training in the
Chhattisgarh Haat com-
plex, Pandri, Raipur. For
the wide publicity of handi-
craft art, 15 days summer
training is being given by
Chhattisgarh Handicrafts
Development Board from
April 28th. This training is
being done with the joint
coordination of
Handicrafts Development
Board and Chhattisgarh
Mati Kala Vikas Board.
This training was inaugu-
rated by  Balam
Chakradhari, Chairman of
Matikala Development
Board and Sudhakar
Khalkho, Managing
Director of Chhattisgarh
Handicrafts Development
Board and Chhattisgarh
Matikala Board.

It is noteworthy that the
Minister of Village
Industries, Guru
Rudrakumar has given in-

structions to the officers to
give wide publicity to the
village industries. In com-
pliance with which 15 days
summer training is being
organised in tattoo craft,
terracotta craft and embroi-
dery craft. In this first
phase of short-term train-
ing, 18 girls participated in
tattooing craft, 13 in em-
broidery craft and 37 girls
in terracotta craft. It is note-
worthy that during this
training program, 13 chil-
dren of the orphanage are

being given free training.
General Manager,
Chhattisgarh Handicrafts
Development Board,
Shankar Lal Dhurve in-
formed that discussions
have been held in the gov-
ernment schools of the city
so that maximum number
of people can get the benefit
of such summer training.
Applications are also being
received from women and
girls  for training. A fee of
Rs 500 has been fixed for
this training.
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Bijapur, May 01: 

D i v i s i o n a l
Commissioner of Bastar
division Shyam Dhawade
took a review meeting
with the departmental of-
ficers to review the devel-
opment works conducted
in the district. During this
Collector Rajendra Kumar
Katara gave a detailed de-
scription of the implemen-
tation of various schemes,
to ensure 100% institution-
al delivery under the
Health Department, to
provide adequate facilities
in the Chief Minister’s
Haat-Bazar Clinic.

The Commissioner gave
instructions to ensure the
progress of malaria-free
Bastar program, availabil-
ity of medicines in suffi-
cient quantity with the
Mitanins, with adequate
facilities by inspecting the

sub-health center. By es-
tablishing departmental
coordination, the forest
right farmers in the dis-
trict should be benefited
from schemes like land re-
form, shed construction,
cattle shed, under poultry
rearing, goat rearing, ex-
pansion of irrigation facil-
ity and increasing their
sources of income, he
said. To ensure purchase
of paddy on support price
and to promote the Chief

Minister’s nutrition cam-
paign under women and
child development, neces-
sary guidelines were given
for successful implementa-
tion of severely malnour-
ished, moderately mal-
nourished, anemic women
and malnutrition cam-
paign in the district. While
reviewing the food depart-
ment, Commissioner
Dhawade has directed that
no family should be with-
out ration card, making ef-

forts at the ground level
and asked to supply ration
cards to 100 percent fami-
lies as per eligibility, as
well as for distribution
and storage of food items
smoothly.

After reviewing the am-
bitious plans of
Chhattisgarh government,
Naruva, Garuwa, Ghurwa
and Bari, water system in
all the Gauthans, solar
pumps, vermi food manu-
facturing, to expedite the

revenue cases, the depart-
mental revenue officers
were instructed to solve
the pending cases within
the time-limit and supply
caste certificates to the
students within the time-
limit. Commissioner
Dhawade gave a compre-
hensive review on various
subjects including educa-
tion, drinking water, solar
energy, irrigation, storage,
distribution of food and
seeds and gave guidelines.

Collector Katara as-
sured to expedite the de-
velopment works as per
the instructions and guid-
ance given during the
meeting. During this, DFO
Mr. Ashok Patel, Joint
Director Agriculture Mr.
MS Dhruv, CEO, District
Panchayat Mr. Ravi
Kumar Sahu, along with
district level departmental
officers, SDM, Tehsildar,
CEO of Janpad
Panchayats were present.

Bastar Commissioner takes
stock of development works 
 In the district

Fingeshwar, May 01:
Under the guidance of
Forest Minister CG, and
Chief Conservator of
Forests, Raipur Circle J. R.
Nayak (IFS) and under the
direction of Forest
Divisional Officer,
Gariaband Mayank
Agarwal (IFS) to effectively
control forest crimes,
Deputy Forest Officer
Rajim U S Thakur, S.V.S.
conducted a surprise in-
spection of Bhanwarlal
Sahu Saw Mill in village
Kopra. During the inspec-
tion, acacia wood was

being chirped through a
band saw, and the team
asked the operator to sub-
mit the Saw mill license
registration, but only the
registration of the year
2016 and 2017 was submit-
ted. And while registering
forest crime case 12470/22
dated 28.04.2022 under
Section 2, Section 4,
Section 7, Section 9 and
Section 12 of the
Chhattisgarh Wood Chiran
(Regulation) Act 1984, the
process of confiscation
was done by sealing the
Saw mill and necessary ac-

tion is being taken against
the operator. U.S. Thakur,
S.V.S. (Dy. M.A. Rajim),
Shivshankar Tiwari,
Forester (P.A. Fingeshwar),
Tarun Tiwari, Forester
(P.A. Panduka), Manish
Kumar Verma, Forester
(S.A. Fingeshwar).
Jamgaon), Narottam
Sahu, Forester (SP Rajim),
Tomanlal Sahu, Forest
Guard, Ageshwar Sahu,
Forest Guard, Sarita Sahu,
Forest Guard and other de-
partmental staff made
commendable contribu-
tions in the inspection.

Illegally operated Saw 
mill sealed and confiscated 

Anwari, May 01:

The people of
Bhakhara are getting out-
raged by the news of the
sale of the old Dabri
(Pond) by the land mafia
adjoining to the land re-
served for Haat Bazar in
Nagar Panchayat
Bhakhara Ward No. 7.

According to citizens,
the sellers have taken ad-
vantage of the political
hold in the city and on the
complaint of the public,
Block Congress Bhakhara
and the residents of the
city have demanded strict
action against the en-
croachers and sellers by
submitting a memoran-
dum to CMO Chauhan
and Tehsildar Hanumant
Shyam.

According to informa-
tion, a person who lives
adjacent to the ‘dubri’,

and owns a shop by the
pond, which is recorded
in the revenue record and
is still filled with water,
sold it to a trader for Rs 60
lakh, with the help of the
patwari.

While handing over the
memorandum demanding
to stop the transfer, it is
written that since if there
is a dabri in the record, a
house cannot be built on
the land under water, as

well as that land does not
come under the category
of residential allotment.

The shopkeeper has to
present the proof of his
shop and the ownership of
that dubri; therefore de-
mands have been made to
declare the registry ille-
gal.

On this occasion Block
Congress President
Mukesh Kosre, Senior
Congressman Dr. Mohan

Hardel Santoshi Nishad
Vinod Sahu, Somnath
Sahu, Anil Nirmalkar,
Dinesh Yadav, Dinesh
Mandal Ravi
Maheshwari, Duleshwar
Nishad Nammu Sahu,
Kuber Ram, and a large
number of people were
present.

Memorandum submitted against sale of old pond

Konta / Sukma, May 01: 

National President of
All India Adivasi
Mahasabha and CPI’s
Divisional Secretary
Manish Kunjam ques-
tioned the government
regarding the protest of
thousands of villagers al-
leging drone attack in
villages adjacent to
Pamed area, including
Jagargunda of Konta
block of Sukma district.
Manish Kunjam s asked
that when the govern-
ment itself says that
Maoists are in control
and Maoists are on the
backfoot, why is there a
need for drone strikes?

Why this difference
in the government’s
statement and circum-
stances on Naxalism?

Talking to reporters,
Manish Kunjam says that
in the areas where the

bombing took place, the
news reached them late,
but he has confirmed the
incident at his level. In
which the allegations of
the villagers prove to be
true, although there was
no loss of life and proper-
ty. Even though the po-
lice are denying the inci-
dent outright, but the re-
ality is what the villagers
are saying. He says that
this is a question related
to the life of tribals, peo-
ple in those areas are still
afraid. It is difficult to
say when and where the
situation will arise. Big
incidents happened dur-
ing Salwa Judum also.
Incidents like killings,
arson and now bombings
from the sky, that too on
the people of our own
country, this is a matter
of great concern. It is
surprising when the gov-
ernment claims to be on

the backfoot, control over
the Naxalites and on the
other hand bombards
from the sky. According
to Manish, if the Fifth
Schedule is strictly im-
plemented in Bastar,
problems will increase
for the corporate houses,
so the government is
keeping silent on the
issue of PESA Act, Fifth
Schedule.

A minister of the gov-
ernment had mentioned
in the discussion with
him that if this happens
in Bastar, then his gov-
ernment will not be able

to come to power again.
Referring to the late
Mahendra Karma, he
said that if he had con-
tested the elections in the
background of the oppo-
sition and support of the
Sixth Schedule, then only
independents had won.
Manish alleges that the
tribals of Bastar are not
getting their constitu-
tional rights, which they
are entitled to. Where
Gram Sabhas have spe-
cial powers, roads are
being built without the
permission of the Gram
Sabha, camps are being
opened forcibly, which is
a violation of the PESA
Act.

Therefore, All India
Adivasi Mahasabha, CPI
is going to fight a big
ground battle on all the
issues and situations,
which will start from
Silger on 25 May. We are

going to undertake an 11-
day padyatra from Silger
to Sukma, for which per-
mission has been sought
from the administration.

The natives do not
have the right on the
properties

Manish Kunjam al-
leged that the rights of
the indigenous people on
the mineral and forest re-
sources present in Bastar
have been abolished. If
the original residents
had got priority in the ex-
ploitation of the re-
sources, then their lives
would have been saved,
but the government does
not want this at all. If
the government wanted,
the monopoly of collec-
tion of tendu leaves
could have been given to
the forest
dwellers,whether it is by
forming Self Help
Groups or not.

‘Govt claims Naxalism is under ‘control’ then why air strikes, questionsn Kunjam

Bijapur, May 01: 

Minister in-charge of
Commerce, Industry and
District, Government of
Chhattisgarh, Mr. Kawasi
Lakhma, during a two-day
stay in Bijapur district,
took a review meeting of
various development
works and instructed offi-
cials to work on a wide
scale to take the govern-
ment schemes at the
ground level.

Taking stock of the con-
struction work of
Anganwadi, Panchayat
Bhawan, Ration Shop, in-
structed the departmental
officers PMGSY, Public
Works Department,
Public Health
Engineering, he instruct-
ed the completion of the

remaining works within
the time limit. At the
same time, instructions
were given to resolve vari-
ous cases under Public
Service Guarantee by pro-
viding ration card,
Ayushman card, Aadhar
card, caste, residence, cer-
tificate within the time
limit. Schemes operated
in the district, Jal-Jeevan
Mission, Chief Minister
Suposhan Abhiyan, con-
duct of economic activi-
ties through multi-activi-
ty in Gauthan under
Narva, Garuwa, Ghurwa
and Bari, making women
self-help groups’ self-re-
liant, regular purchase of
cow dung, and production
of vermi compost. MLA
and Vice-Chairman of
Bastar Development

Authority, Shri Vikram
Shah Mandavi, while tak-
ing information about the
development works con-
ducted in the district,
gave the necessary guide-
lines in the context of mo-
bile connectivity; Swami
Atmanand Schools, and
the team spirit to the de-
partmental officers.
District Collector
Rajendra Kumar Katara
while assuring the
Minister Kawasi Lakhma
said that the district ad-
ministration is commit-
ted to do all possible work
to benefit the last person
and will do the best work
in coordination with the
departmental officers so
that every person can get
the benefit of the
schemes. District

Panchayat President Shri
Shankar Kudiam, Vice
President Shri Kamlesh
Karam, Member of
Chhattisgarh State Youth
Commission Shri Ajay
Singh, Member of
Chhattisgarh Farmers
Welfare Board Shri Basat
Rao Tati, Bastar
Development Members of
the Authority and District
Panchayat Mrs. Nina
Rawatia Udde, Municipal
President Mr. Benhur
Rawatia and public repre-
sentatives, DFO Mr.
Ashok Patel, CEO,
District Panchayat Mr.
Ravi Kumar Sahu, SDM
Deputy Collector and all
the departmental district
officers, Tehsildar, CEO,
Janpad Panchayat were
present.

Implementation of govt schemes should
be done at the ground level: Lakhma

Mungeli, Apr 30: On the
instructions of Mungeli-
Collector, Joint Collector
Teerthraj Aggarwal lis-
tened seriously to the
problems and complaints
of the people arriving
from remote areas of the
district in his chamber of-
fice here and instructed
the officers of the con-
cerned department for
speedy redressal as per
rules. In the public dar-
shan program, Mrs.
Bangla Bai Pardhi of
Phoktapara Paramhans
Ward No. 06 Shikari
Mohalla of Mungeli
Municipality of the dis-
trict submitted an applica-
tion and informed that she
has received government
lease under Rajiv Gandhi
Yojana, but is has been en-
croached by another per-
son.Joint Collector Mr.

Aggarwal took her appli-
cation seriously and as-
sured to take necessary ac-
tion after investigation.
Similarly, village
Kesharuwadih villager
Pillu Sahu gave an applica-
tion and said that on
August 18, 2020, his proper-
ty was damaged in the
floods on Maniyari River,
but is still to receive com-
pensation, of which the
Joint Collector assured

speedy action.Similarly
villagers of village
K e s r u w a d i h -
Mounhabhantha seeked
the release of water from
Khudia dam built on
Maniyari river for
drainage facility.On this
occasion, Joint Collector,
Deputy District Election
Officer Naveen Bhagat
and officials of the con-
cerned department were
present.

Joint Collector addresses
public grievances

Kharora, May 01:
Ayurvedic methods paved
the way for rejuvenation
and purification of two
major ponds—Gadhiya
and Tala—cited as lifeline
for the local inhabitants at
Kharora Gram panchayat
about 30 km from the
Raipur district headquar-
ters. Despite nationwide
attention for reviving and
restoration of the water
bodies in and around the
human habitation, the
water bodies like ponds
continue to remain neg-
lected. Much to the relief
and delight of Kharora res-
idents, the stinking dirty
water with intensive
Ayurvedic process turned
sludge-free and sterilised,
becoming fit for daily utili-
ty. And it was effectively
achieved through the ongo-
ing water rejuvenation
treatment formula of
ponds by Ayurvedic ‘SE

SAW’ mechanism. Clean
ponds are a boon for any
region as the uncontami-
nated drinking water re-
mains the primary need
for human life, stated the
Kharora inhabitants.

The water bodies in
Kharora were at the receiv-
ing end of drainage out-
flow and pollutants above
permissible limits largely
owing to use of chemical
fertilisers, untreated efflu-
ents from industrial units,
poor management in the
area and further raised a
serious threat to the water
body ecosystem. With

the initiative of the Raipur
district collector Saurabh
Kumar and active support
from Dalmia Foundation
under its CSR wing, the ap-
proved Ayurvedic methods
were applied for purifica-
tion and restoring new life
into water bodies at
Kharora. Within a short
span of a couple of
months, the Ayurvedic
treatment methods of
ponds proved to be among
the most effective tech-
niques for purifying, en-
riching, preserving and
making the water useful
for public benefit, stated

the team of Dalmia Green
Vision Ltd. The
Ayurvedic technology for
rejuvenation of water with
promising results contin-
ues at Kharora and will be
replicated in adjoining
areas too, a local officer
said. “Barely few
months ago, the villagers
avoided accessing the
stinking muddy pond.
Now, the improvement in
standard quality of water
for community usage has
instilled confidence as the
Ayurvedic method appar-
ently also safeguard the
health of local residents,”
said Manisha Sharma, di-
rector Sankalp Sanskritik
Samiti, civil society organ-
isation. The rejuvenation
of the Gadhiya and Tala
ponds were no less than a
ground-breaking initiative
for the well-being of clean
water-starved inhabitants
of Kharora.

Kamla Devi
Kesharwani

Pandaria: Kamla
Devi Kesharwani,
W/o Late SK
Kesharwani, breathed
her last here on
Saturday. She was ail-
ing for past few days.
The final rites were
performed in the cre-
matorium in city and
in this family mem-
bers and near & dear
ones were present.

OBITUARY Kharora ponds rejuvenated through Ayurvedic techniques

Dongargarh, May 01:
Annual function and prize
distribution ceremony
was organized in
Government College,
Ramatola. The ceremony
started with the singing of
the State song performed
in a melodious voice by
Rupesh Yadav and Dr.
Sangeeta Rangari.

On this occasion the
Principal of the college,
Prof. T. Thakur in his re-
marks said that students
not only exhibit their tal-
ent by participating in
each and every activities
of the college, rather, they
also illuminate the name
of the institution and will
bring fame in some field or
the other. Dr. Manoj
Kumar Rangari said that
talent exists in some form
or the other in every stu-

dent, so it is beneficial for
the students themselves to
come forward and show-
case their art.

Rupesh Yadav, Durgalal,
Ish Kumari, Manisha K.
Monica, Sukanya, Pinky,
Bhumika, Kiran and

many other students took
part in the competitions
held and won prizes. The
stage was conducted by
Vedprakash Gautam and
Vote of thanks was pro-
posed by cultural in-
charge Prof. R. Ram.

Annual function and prize 
distribution ceremony held LABOUR DAY

Labourers work at a brick kiln on the occasion of Labour Day, in Nadia, Sunday.

SUMMER DAY

A motorist holds an umbrella while driving a scooter along a road on a hot summer
day in Amritsar on Sunday

Delhi reels under 
heatwave conditions

New Delhi, May 01 (PTI):

The minimum tempera-
ture in Delhi settled at 25.8
degrees Celsius, a notch
above the season’s average,
on Sunday as the national
capital continued to reel
under heatwave conditions,
the India Meteorological
Department said.
According to the IMD, the
maximum temperature in
the national capital is ex-
pected to touch 43 degrees
Celsius on Sunday. Relative
humidity was recorded at 61
per cent.

The weatherman has
forecast partly cloudy sky
with the possibility of thun-
der development and heat-
wave conditions at isolated
places. Heatwave conditions
are expected to continue
over Delhi and adjacent re-
gions for the next three

days, whereas dust storm or
thunderstorms are expected
in isolated places over
Haryana-Chandigarh-Delhi
between May 2 and May 4,
an IMD bulletin said.

According to the IMD,
Delhi recorded its second
hottest April in 72 years
with a monthly average
maximum temperature of
40.2 degrees Celsius. The
city’s normal monthly aver-
age temperature in April is
36.30 degrees Celsius. In
2010, Delhi had logged an av-
erage monthly maximum
temperature of 40.4 degrees
Celsius.

The national capital expe-
rienced three prolonged
heatwaves this month in the
absence of periodic light
rainfall and thundershow-
ers which typify this time of
the year due to lack of ac-
tive western disturbances.

Suman Bery takes charge as Niti Aayog Vice Chairman
New Delhi, May 01 (PTI):

Eminent economist
Suman Bery on Sunday
took charge as the Vice
Chairman of the govern-
ment think tank Niti
Aayog, according to an of-
ficial statement.

Bery has previously
served as Director
General (Chief
Executive) of the
National Council of
Applied Economic
Research (NCAER) and
the global chief econo-
mist of Royal Dutch
Shell.

He was also a member
of the Prime Minister’s
Economic Advisory
Council, Statistical
Commission and the
Reserve Bank of India’s
Technical Advisory
Committee on Monetary
Policy.

“NITI Aayog welcomes
Suman Bery as NITI

Aayog’s Vice Chairman
with effect from May 1,
2022,” the statement said.

An experienced policy
economist and research
administrator, Bery has
replaced Rajiv Kumar as
the vice chairman of the
government think tank.

Kumar took over as
vice chairman of Niti
Aayog in August 2017
after the then VC Arvind
Panagariya exited the
government think-tank to
return to academics.

“Rajiv Kumar leaves
me a dynamic organisa-
tion with lots of fresh,
young talent and strong
links with stakeholders

inside and outside the
government,” the state-
ment quoted Bery as say-
ing. “I am deeply hon-
oured to have been en-
trusted with its charge at
a time of great global un-
certainty,” he said.

According to Bery, Niti
Aayog’s challenge is to de-
velop a vision of the way
ahead based on deep
analysis and wide debate
and to work with India’s
states, which is where
economic development
ultimately happens.

India’s economic and
social choices are of sig-
nificance to the entire
world, he noted.

Bery’s recent affilia-
tions include senior visit-
ing fellow at the Centre
for Policy Research, New
Delhi; non-resident fellow
at Bruegel, Brussels; and
Global Fellow at the
Woodrow Wilson Center,
Washington DC.

Indian education sector biggest target of cyber threats
New Delhi, May 01 (PTI):

India is the biggest tar-
get of cyber threats to ed-
ucational institutions and
online platforms followed
by the USA, the UK,
Indonesia and Brazil, ac-
cording to a report.

The report also says
that the adoption of re-
mote learning during the
COVID-19 pandemic, digi-
tisation of education, and
prevalence of online
learning platforms are
key triggers that enlarged
the attack surface.

The report, titled
“Cyber Threats Targeting
the Global Education
Sector”, also claimed that
data shows a 20 per cent
increase in cyber threats
to the global education
sector in the first three
months of 2022 when
compared to the corre-
sponding period of 2021.

The report has been
compiled by the Threat

Research and
Information Anayltics
Division of CloudSEK, a
Singapore-based AI-driv-
en Digital Risk
Management Enterprise.

CloudSEK’s XVigil plat-
form scours thousands of
sources (across the sur-
face, deep and dark web)
to detect cyber threats,
data leaks, brand threats
and identity thefts.

“Of the threats detected
in Asia and Pacific last
year, 58 per cent of them
were targeted at Indian or
India based educational
institutions and online
platform. Indonesia was
distant second being the
target of 10 per cent cyber
threats. This included at-
tacks on BYJU’s, IIM
Kojhikode and Tamil
Nadu’s Directorate of
Technical Education,”
the report said.

“Overall, the USA was
the second most affected
country across the globe

with a total of 19 recorded
incidents, accounting for
86 per cent of the threats
in North America. these
include ransomware at-
tacks on prestigious insti-
tutions such as Howard
University and
University of California.
In addition, high-risk API
vulnaribilities were un-
covered in Coursera, the
massive open online
course provider,” it
added.

According to Darshit
Ashara, Principal Threat
Researcher at CloudSEK,
the growing global edu-
cation and training mar-
ket both online and of-
fline, is expected to reach
USD 7.3 trillion by 2025.

“This promising out-
look is predicated on the
expanding education
technology market, pop-
ulation growth and in-
creasing digital penetra-
tion in developing coun-
tries. Hence, it’s no sur-

prise that cybercrimi-
nals are gravitating to-
wards entities and insti-
tutions in the sector,” he
said.

Adoption of remote
learning by schools, uni-
versities and related enti-
ties to combat the disrup-
tion caused by the ongo-
ing COVID-19 pandemic;
large-scale digitisation of
educational content ma-
terial, student data and
documents and online
learning platforms cater-
ing to the needs of every-
body ranging from pre-
school children to retired
professionals are among
the reasons listed in the
report, behind the trend.

The report findings in-
dicate that several cyber-
criminals are actively
leaking databases, ac-
cesses, vulnerabilities
and exploits, and other
information belonging to
educational institutions,
on cybercrime forums.

‘Priority is to ensure very high standards
of operational preparedness’

New Delhi, May 01 (PTI):

Newly-appointed Army
Chief Gen Manoj Pande
on Sunday said his “ut-
most and foremost” priori-
ty would be to ensure very
high standards of opera-
tional preparedness to face
current, contemporary
and future security chal-
lenges across the entire
spectrum of conflict.

Gen Pande also said that
he would focus on the on-
going reforms, restructur-
ing and transformation of
the Army to enhance its
operational and functional
efficiency.

The Army chief was
speaking to the media
after he was presented a
ceremonial guard of hon-
our at the South Block
lawns, a day after he took
charge of the force.

Gen Pande said the
global geopolitical situa-

tion is changing rapidly
“as a result of which we
have multiple challenges
ahead”.

“My utmost and fore-
most priority will be to
ensure very high stan-
dards of operational pre-
paredness to face the cur-
rent contemporary and

future challenges across
the entire spectrum of
conflict,” he said.

The Army chief said
his force, in coordination
with the Indian Air Force
and Navy, will effectively
deal with all possible se-
curity challenges facing
the nation.

Maha set to be become 1 trillion
dollar economy: Guv Koshyari

Mumbai, May 01 (PTI):

Maharashtra is all set to
become a one trillion-dol-
lar economy and it will be
the first state in the coun-
try to do so, Governor
Bhagat Singh Koshyari
said here on Sunday on the
occasion of 62nd anniver-
sary of the state’s forma-
tion.

Koshyari addressed an
event held at the Shivaji
Park in Mumbai’s Dadar
area where he unfurled
the national flag.

Chief Minister Uddhav
Thackeray was also pres-
ent on the occasion and
the two, who have in the
past criticised each other
on various issues, were
seen exchanging greet-
ings.

Koshyari said
Maharashtra has set an
example before the nation
while combating the three
waves of COVID-19 in a

well-planned manner.
More than 92 per cent of
the state’s adult popula-
tion has been adminis-
tered at least one dose of
COVID-19 vaccine, he said.

Though we were pass-
ing through the COVID-19

pandemic, the state did
not allow any impediment
to affect its progress and
d e v e l o p m e n t .
Maharashtra is all set to
become a one trillion dol-
lar economy and it will be
the first state in the coun-

try to do so, he said.
Koshyari said he felt

happy to note that
Maharashtra stands sec-
ond in the country in the
export preparedness
index, released by the
Niti Aayog. Maharashtra
also ranks second in the
Centre’s ‘Good
Governance Index report
2021’, he added.

The policy regarding
the electric vehicles
made by my government
is comprehensive and its
implementation has also
started in the state. As
compared to the previ-
ous year, the registra-
tion of EVs in
Maharashtra has in-
creased by 157 per cent,
the governor said. The
state government has
also decided to give re-
bates in property tax to
citizens and housing soci-
eties which will start EV
charging stations, he said.
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Sealed
i Gurugram: A private

blood bank operating
in Gurugram sector 56
was sealed by the food
and drug administra-
tion department of
Haryana after irregu-
larities surfaced dur-
ing a raid on the facili-
ty, officials said on
Saturday. An FIR was
lodged against a doc-
tor and an executive
director of the blood
bank at the local po-
lice station based on a
complaint by the de-
partment, they said.
Haryana Health
Minister Anil Vij said
raids were conducted
on the blood bank in
Sushant Lok Part-2,
Sector-56, based on
specific inputs. The
action was part of a
campaign against
blood centers involved
in illegal activities, he
added.

Relief
i Kolkata: Rain

brought relief from
sweltering heat in the
southern districts of
West Bengal on
Saturday. Moderate
rains hit Kolkata and
its neighbouring
Howrah and North 24
Parganas districts and
other parts of south
Bengal in the evening.
A squall passed over
Kolkata from the
northwest gusting up
to 64 km per hour
around 7:20 pm, a
weather department
spokesperson said.
While 11.3 mm rain-
fall was recorded in
Alipore observatory
(south Kolkata), 27.6
mm rainfall was
recorded in Dumdum
(north Kolkata), the
spokesperson said.

Arrested
i Imphal: An insurgent

belonging to the pro-
scribed People’s
Liberation Army
(PLA) outfit has been
apprehended in
Manipur’s Bishnupur
district, Assam Rifles
said in a statement.
Acting on a tip-off, a
joint team of Manipur
Police and Assam
Rifles conducted a
search operation in
Kodompokpi
Lamkhai area on
Friday and nabbed the
militant, it said. The
insurgent has been
handed over to
Nambol police station
for further investiga-
tion, it added.

2 killed
i Baghpat (UP): Two

people, including a po-
lice home guard, were
killed on Sunday
when a speeding truck
hit a camel cart and a
motorcycle on the
Delhi-Saharanpur
highway in Baghpat
district of Uttar
Pradesh, police said.
The deceased were
identified as home
guard Amit Kumar
(40) and Sajid (35).
Kumar was riding the
motorcycle and Sajid
was on the camel cart.

Raped
i Shahjahanpur (UP): A

30-year-old woman was
allegedly raped by five
men, who also recorded
the act and made the
video viral, police said
on Sunday. The woman,
in her complaint, al-
leged that on April 22,
five men dragged her
into a hut outside her
house and took turns to
rape her. An FIR of
gang rape was regis-
tered on Saturday based
on the complaint of the
woman, resident of a
village in Madanapur
police station area,
Additional
Superintendent of
Police (City) Sanjay
Kumar said, adding
that a probe into the
matter is on.

Police personnel march past in a parade on the occasion
of Maharashtra Day, at Thane Police Ground, Sunday.
Maharashtra Day commemorates the formation of the
state in 1960. 

Newly appointed Chief of the Army Staff Lieutenant
General Manoj Pande writes in the visitors book during his
visit to the National War Memorial, in New Delhi, Sunday.

New Delhi, May 01 (PTI):

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on
Sunday greeted the people
of Gujarat and
Maharashtra on the foun-
dation day of the two west-
ern states and lauded
their accomplishments in
diverse fields.

Maharashtra and
Gujarat were formed after
the enactment of the
Bombay Reorganisation
Act, 1960.

“On Gujarat’s
Foundation Day, my greet-
ings to the people of
Gujarat. Inspired by the
ideals of Mahatma
Gandhi, Sardar Patel and
several other greats, the
people of Gujarat are
widely admired for their
diverse accomplish-

ments,” Modi, who hails
from Gujarat, said in a
tweet.

May Gujarat keep pro-
gressing in the coming
years, he said.

In another tweet, the
prime minister extended
wishes to the people of
Maharashtra on
Maharashtra Day. “This
state has made phenome-
nal contributions to na-
tional progress.

PM greets people of Gujarat, Maha on their statehood day

New Delhi: Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi on
Sunday greeted the peo-
ple of Gujarat and
Maharashtra on the
foundation day of their
states, lauding the contri-
bution of the two states
in the country’s
progress.

Gandhi also hailed the
contribution of workers
on Labour Day, saying
the development of any
country is impossible
without workers.

“Best wishes on
International Labour
Day to all my labourer
brothers and sisters who
have dedicated their lives

to nation building,” the
former Congress chief
said.

“No matter how diffi-
cult the circumstances,
the Congress party and I
are with you,” he said.

Gandhi also extended
wishes to the people of
Gujarat and
Maharashtra on the
foundation day of the
two western states.
Maharashtra and
Gujarat were formed
after the enactment of
the Bombay
Reorganisation Act, 1960.

“My best wishes to the
people of Gujarat on
Gujarat Day.

Rahul greets people 

Thiruvananthapuram, May 01 (PTI):

Senior Kerala politi-
cian P C George was ar-
rested by police on
Sunday for his alleged
controversial remarks
against Muslims.

He was taken into cus-
tody early in the morning
from his residence in
Erattupetta in Kottayam
district and taken by
road, in his personal vehi-
cle, to the
Thiruvananthapuram
AR Camp where his ar-
rest was formally record-
ed for the offence of pro-
moting enmity between
different religious groups
under section 153A of the
IPC. George was taken
into custody by officers
from the
Thiruvananthapuram
Fort police station on the
directions of the state po-

lice chief Anil Kant. The
FIR was lodged against
him on Saturday.

The entire episode from
the time he was taken
into custody till his arrest
being recorded saw a lot
of drama ranging from
BJP workers extending
him their wishes and sup-
port at various places on
the road to
Thiruvananthapuram,
DYFI activists waving
black flags at him outside
the AR camp and then
Minister of State for
External Affairs and
Parliamentary Affairs V
Muraleedharan being de-
nied permission to enter
the AR camp. Visuals
aired by TV channels also
showed a group of pro-
testers, reportedly DYFI
activists, throwing rotten
eggs at the vehicle carry-
ing George.

PC George arrested for controversial
remarks against Muslims
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MAY DAY PROTESTS

Protesters gather as they take part in the annual May Day (Labour Day) marking the
international day of the worker, in Athens, on Sunday.

PEOPLE QUEUE TO BOARD A FERRY

In this aerial photograph people wait in a queue to board a ferry to travel to their na-
tive places to celebrate Eid al-Fitr, which marks the end of the Muslim’s holy festival
of Ramadan in Dhaka on Sunday.

BRIEF

8 children killed
Cairo: At least eight
children died
Saturday when a pas-
senger tricycle over-
turned and sank in an
irrigation channel in
Egypt’s Nile Delta, au-
thorities said. The ac-
cident took place in
the city of Itay el-
Baroud in the
Mediterranean
province of Beheira.
The children were
workers at a factory in
the city, around 140
km (87 miles) north of
the capital of Cairo, a
police statement said.
The three-wheeled ve-
hicle was carrying at
least 13 people when it
overturned and sank
in the channel early
Saturday. Rescuers re-
trieved the bodies of
eight children be-
tween 12-15 years old,
health authorities
said. At least four oth-
ers survived and res-
cue workers were
searching for at least
one other.

Police face off 
Ottawa (Canada):
Police wearing hel-
mets and shields
made several arrests
Friday night in
Canada’s capital after
facing off against pro-
testers opposed to
COVID-19 mandates.
Big-rig trucks at-
tempted to make their
way to Parliament
Hill as part of the
Rolling Thunder rally,
organised by Freedom
Fighters Canada, a
group dedicated to
speaking out against
COVID-19 mandates.
Many of the protest-
ers were also part of
the three-week
Freedom Convoy
demonstration that
gridlocked Ottawa’s
downtown earlier this
year with big rigs,
prompting Canada’s
federal government to
invoke the
Emergencies Act for
the first time. That
protest ended after
hundreds of police of-
ficers moved in to dis-
perse the crowds,
making dozens of ar-
rests.

Shooting
Jackson (US): One
person is dead and
several others were
injured following a
shooting at a festival
in Mississippi, accord-
ing to sheriff officials.
Hinds County Sheriff
Tyree Jones said on
social media that sev-
eral people were taken
to local hospitals
Saturday night with
unknown injuries,
and one person was
confirmed dead at the
scene. Jones said the
incident occurred at
the Mississippi State
Fairgrounds, which is
hosting the
Mississippi Mudbug
Festival. Jones said an
officer involved shoot-
ing investigation is
underway stemming
from this incident, but
did not provide addi-
tional details.

Police arrest 9
Beijing: Chinese po-
lice arrested a build-
ing owner and eight
other people Sunday,
two days after the
structure collapsed,
leaving dozens
trapped or missing,
police and state
media said. The offi-
cial Xinhua News
Agency said the
building owner was
among the arrested.
Police in the city of
Changsha said they
had also arrested
three people in charge
of design and con-
struction and five oth-
ers for what they said
was a false safety as-
sessment for a guest
house on the fourth to
sixth floors.

Singapore, May 01 (PTI):

Singapore must brace up
for an arduous road ahead
with multiple economic
challenges such as spi-
ralling inflation and rising
energy prices, Prime
Minister Lee Hsien Loong
warned on Sunday as he
urged citizens to stay open
and make our economy
stronger and more re-
silient.

The ongoing war in
Ukraine, which shows no
signs of abating, has un-
dermined the global order,
which has hit smaller city-
states like Singapore,
whose security depended
on the international rule of
law, Lee said during his

May Day address.
As a result of global

headwinds driving up en-
ergy prices, Singapore will
take a hit of SGD 8 billion a
year, he added, citing esti-
mates by the Ministry of
Trade and Industry. “That
is 1.5 per cent of our GDP,”
Lee said. “That means we
have become collectively
SGD8 billion poorer off per
year, and there is no escape
from this,” The Straits
Times quoted Lee as saying

at the rally held to observe
Workers’ Day here.

Singapore imports near-
ly all its supplies of energy,
except for the solar elec-
tricity that it generates it-
self. For example, when the
oil price was around USD
50 per barrel, Singapore’s
annual imports of crude
oil and natural gas cost
roughly SGD30 billion per
year. But when oil prices
double to USD100 per bar-
rel, as they have done in
the last 16 months,
Singapore has to pay dou-
ble too, which means an
extra SGD30 billion per
year, Lee said. “We can re-
cover part of this by charg-
ing more for our exports.
But the rest has to be borne

by us - by Singapore house-
holds, businesses and the
government,” he ex-
plained.

The war has worsened
global inflation as Russia is
a major exporter of oil and
gas, and Ukraine is among
the world’s largest ex-
porters of cereal crops and
vegetable oils, he noted.
Lee added that the stakes
in the crisis are also rising,
as the war continues with-
out a positive outcome in
sight. Last week,
Singapore’s central bank
said that it expects global
growth to taper down to 3.9
per cent in 2022 from 5.4
per cent last year as infla-
tion climbed to a 14-year
high.

Brace up for more economic challenges: Singapore PM Lee

Beijing, May 01 (PTI):

At least 39 people
were missing and 23
trapped in a six-storey
residential building
collapse in China’s cen-
tral Hunan province,
authorities said on
Saturday.

Chinese President Xi
Jinping has ordered all-
out efforts to rescue the
trapped and injured
people.

Five people have been
rescued and admitted
to nearby hospitals.

The six-story build-
ing, which has a floor

area of about 700
square meters, toppled
at noon on Friday in
Changsha city’s
Wangcheng district,
state-run China Global
Television Network re-
ported. Rescuers were
searching for more sur-
vivors as 39 people were
reported missing. At
least 23 have been
trapped.

The owner of the
building has been de-
tained.

Huang Ming, minis-
ter of emergency man-
agement, in a video
conference on Saturday

called for an inspection
of work safety to pre-
vent further accidents.

“Related depart-
ments should launch a
crackdown on illegal
and irregular building
activities such as unau-
thorised construction
and unauthorised alter-
ation of the main struc-
ture to prevent collaps-
es and other similar ac-
cidents,” Huang said.

On Saturday, Chinese
State Councilor Wang
Yong led a team to
Changsha to guide res-
cue and emergency re-
sponse.

Over 20 trapped, 39 missing
in China building collapse

Washington, May 01 (PTI):

The “liberal world
order” that laid the foun-
dation for global peace,
stability and prosperity
since World War II is now
under “serious assault”,
US President Joe Biden
has said as he joined the
White House correspon-
dents in celebrating free-
dom of press and speech.

Joined by over 2,500 cel-
ebrated guests from
across the US from polity,
bureaucracy, entertain-
ment and corporate sec-
tors Biden became the
first US president in six
years to attend the annual
White House
C o r r e s p o n d e n t s
Association Dinner on
Saturday.

While the event was
cancelled in the last two

years due to COVID-19 re-
strictions, Biden’s prede-
cessor Donald Trump did
not attend the function in
the first three years.

This is the first time a
president has attended in
six years it’s understand-
able we had a horrible
plague followed by two
years of Covid. Just imag-
ine if my predecessor
came to this dinner this
year now that would real-
ly have been a real coup,
Biden said as he went seri-
ous on the threat that
democracy is facing glob-
ally. We’re in a time when

what we so long taken for
granted is facing the
gravest of threats. and I’m
being deadly earnest.
Overseas, the liberal
world order that laid the
foundation for global
peace, stability and pros-
perity since World War II
is genuinely, seriously
under assault, Biden said
in his maiden address to
the WHCA Dinner as the
president of the United
States. Biden, though, has
been attending the annual
dinner since early 1970
when he was first elected
as a Senator from
Delaware. And at home, a
poison is running through
our democracy...all this
taking place with disinfor-
mation massively on the
rise. But the truth is
buried by lies, and the lies
live on as truth.

‘Liberal world order’ under
serious assault, says Biden

Colombo, May 01 (PTI):

Sri Lanka’s beleaguered
President Gotabaya
Rajapaksa on Sunday
urged all political parties to
set aside their differences
and appealed to the wor-
ried citizens to join hands
to steer a “pro-people strug-
gle”, amidst growing de-
mands for his govern-
ment’s immediate resigna-
tion over its failure to tack-
le the country’s worst eco-
nomic crisis.

His message to the peo-
ple on International
Workers’ Day came a day
after the powerful Buddhist
clergy in the island nation
warned that people would
be influenced to reject all
politicians if Prime
Minister Mahinda
Rajapaksa, Gotabaya’s
elder brother, did not re-
sign to make way for an in-

terim government to re-
solve the political and eco-
nomic crisis in the country.
“On this
#InternationalWorkersDay,
I once again invite all polit-
ical party leaders in #lka to
come to a consensus on be-
half of the people. It’s my
sincere wish to call on the
people to join hands to
steer a pro-people struggle
setting aside political dif-
ferences,” Gotabaya tweet-
ed. Sri Lanka is currently in
the throes of unprecedented
economic turmoil since its
independence from Britain

in 1948. The crisis is caused
in part by a lack of foreign
currency, which has meant
that the country cannot af-
ford to pay for imports of
staple foods and fuel, lead-
ing to acute shortages and
very high prices. On
Thursday, nearly 1,000 trade
unions staged a one-day na-
tionwide strike, demanding
the immediate resignation
of the government, includ-
ing President Gotabaya and
Prime Minister Mahinda.

The unions from a num-
ber of sectors, including the
state service, health, ports,
electricity, education and
postal joined the strike
under the theme Bow to the
people - government go
home’, urging the
President, the Prime
Minister and the govern-
ment to go home’. In his
May Day message,
Gotabaya said instead of fol-

lowing up on who is respon-
sible for the current prob-
lematic situation, what is
needed is to focus on what
action can be taken to pro-
vide immediate relief to the
public, online portal news-
first.lk reported. Pointing
out that in the past three
years, the group that faced
the most serious challenges
in the country are the work-
ing class, the president said
they are also the ones who
were resilient in the face of
all these challenges and
made great commitments to
strengthen the national
economy.

“As the day-to-day chal-
lenges they face are even
more intense today, the gov-
ernment is taking various
approaches to liberate the
people from this situation
and alleviate the oppressive
nature of the situation,” he
said.

Lankan prez Rajapaksa urges political
parties to set aside differences

Cash-strapped Pakistan gets USD 8 billion
in financial support from Saudi Arabia

Islamabad, May 01 (PTI):

Saudi Arabia has agreed
to provide Pakistan with a
“sizeable package” of
around USD 8 billion to
help the cash-starved coun-
try bolster dwindling forex
reserves and revive its ail-
ing economy, a media re-
port said on Sunday.

Pakistan has faced grow-
ing economic challenges,
with high inflation, sliding
forex reserves, a widening
current account deficit and
a depreciating currency.

Pakistan secured the
deal during the visit of
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif to Saudi Arabia.
The financial package in-
cludes doubling of the oil
financing facility, addition-
al money either through de-
posits or Sukuks and
rolling over of the existing

USD 4.2 billion facilities.,
The News newspaper re-
ported. “However, technical
details are being worked
out and it will take a couple
of weeks to get all docu-
ments ready,” the report

said, citing top official
sources privy to the devel-
opment.

Prime Minister Sharif
and his official entourage
have left Saudi Arabia but
Minister for Finance

Miftah Ismail is still in the
Gulf country to finalise the
modalities of the financial
package.

“Just said goodbye to
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif and other col-
leagues at Jeddah Airport,
who are on their way to
Islamabad after a brief
stopover in Abu Dhabi to
meet Crown Prince
Muhammad Bin Zayed. I
remain in SA to meet Saudi
officials and start techni-
cal-level talks,” Ismail said
in a tweet. Pakistan had
proposed doubling the oil
facility from USD 1.2 billion
to USD 2.4 billion and Saudi
Arabia agreed to it. It was
also agreed that the exist-
ing deposits of USD 3 bil-
lion would be rolled over
for an extended period of
up to June 2023, according
to an official.

A handout picture provided by the Saudi Royal Palace
shows Saudi Arabia’s Crown Prince Mohammed Bin
Salman (R) welcoming Pakistani Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif in Jeddah.

Tornado rips through Kansas; 3
students killed in crash

Wichita (US), May 01 (AP):

A tornado that bar-
relled through parts of
Kansas destroyed or dam-
aged hundreds of homes
and buildings, injured
several people and left
more than 15,000 people
without power, officials
said Saturday.

In addition to wreckage
from the tornado itself,
three University of
Oklahoma meteorology
students travelling back
from storm chasing in
Kansas were also killed in
a crash Friday evening,
according to officials.

Nicholas Nair, 20, of
Denton, Texas; Gavin
Short, 19, of Grayslake,
Illinois; and Drake
Brooks, 22, of Evansville,
Indiana, died in the crash
shortly before 11:30 pm
Friday, according to an
Oklahoma Highway
Patrol report.

The three were in a ve-
hicle being driven by Nair
southbound on Interstate
35 when the vehicle hy-
droplaned and was struck
by a tractor-trailer rig in
Tonkawa, about 85 miles
(137 km) north of
Oklahoma City, the report
said. A statement released
by OU said: The universi-
ty is devastated to learn of
the tragic passing of three
students. Each were val-
ued and loved members of
our community.”

More than 1,000 build-
ings were affected when a
strong twister swept
through Andover on
Friday evening, according
to authorities. In the day-
light Saturday, emergency
crews found a more wide-
spread path of destruc-
tion than was earlier esti-
mated.

“We now know that our
damage path extended ap-
proximately 3 1/2 to 4
miles (5.6 to 6.4 km) to the
north of where we be-

lieved it to have ended last
night, Andover Deputy
Fire Chief Mike Roosevelt
said at a briefing.

There were no reported
fatalities or critical in-
juries from the tornado it-
self, despite the wide-
spread destruction.
Officials said only a few
injuries had been report-
ed. In Sedgwick County,
three people were injured,
including one woman
who sustained serious in-
juries.

Search and rescue oper-
ations continued
Saturday with more than
200 emergency respon-
ders from 30 agencies.
Officials kept volunteers
away from the damage
until a secondary search
of debris is done.

Andover Fire Chief
Chad Russell said earlier
that some neighbourhood
homes were completely
blown away.
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The cat is out 
of the bag 

So once again the cat is out
of the bag. The greatest
fraudster Assam has ever
produced, namely Akhil
Gogoi, the self-styled messi-
ah of the poor farmer, has
been caught in the wrong
foot by his comrade in
arms, namely Kamal
Medhi, another habitual
deserter. Immediately after
joining hands with Akhil
Gogoi, Kamal Medhi along
with the other vocal Raijor
Dal leaders started holding
press conferences cursing
the ruling BJP alliance
with all possible charges
and promised the voters a
corruption-free Assam. As
expected, their bonhomie
was very short-lived and
they parted company as
they had differences over
sharing of the loot. A very
simple message to both
Akhil Gogoi and Kamal
Medhi: “You cannot fool all
the people all the time.
Leave public life and start a
new career as a power bro-
ker.” Before parting, I
would like to request the
local TV channels not to in-
vite these two obnoxious
persons as panelists in
their TV debates as they
are eyesore for us.

Joel Gayari, Tangla.

A child’s education 
With each passing year,
school admission for a child
is getting tougher in India.
Indian parents start think-
ing about their child’s early
learning and education as
soon as the child attains the
age of 3 years. With plenty
of options to explore online,
parents start searching for
the best pre-schools or nurs-
ery schools close to their
living areas. Defining a
chronological age for
school entry is, therefore,
imperative in educational
planning. In fact, experts on
child development have
reservations on whether
teaching at an early stage
really gives the child any
long-term advantage. On
the contrary, they caution
about the dangers that such
an early introduction to for-
mal learning may entail.
Faced with a choice of put-
ting a child in an earlier or
later class, wise parents
would always choose the
latter. Weighing all options,
therefore, the ideal age of a
child’s entry to LKG should
be four years and Class-I
should be six years. A mis-
taken impression amongst
parents is that their chil-
dren will “lose a year” if
they are put in a class lower
than what they are official-
ly eligible for. But the truth
is that these children are
“gifted an extra year” â “ a
year in which they can dra-
matically increase their
chances of being successful
in their lives.

Ranganathan
Sivakumar, via email

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

WHAT THEY TWEET!

RRaajjddeeeepp  SSaarrddeessaaii
@@ssaarrddeessaaiirraajjddeeeepp

‘Spirit of Mumbai’  at 7
am: yoga, cycling, aero-

bics.. Marine Drive is
staying ‘fit’.. happy

Labour day. Maharashtra
and Gujarat day. 

Always good to be a
‘Western’ Indian!

#NoPlaceLikeMumbai

PP..  CChhiiddaammbbaarraamm@@
PPCChhiiddaammbbaarraamm__IINN

The Ministries of Coal, Railway
and Power are desperately

inventing excuses to hide their
monumental incompetence.If

they believed the yarn that we
were witnessing a V-shaped
recovery, they would have

stepped up coal production and
coal imports.

PPIIBB  IInnddiiaa@@PPIIBB__IInnddiiaa
Oil marketing companies to

organize more than 5000 LPG pan-
chayats on the occasion of

#Ujjwala diwas on 1st May 2022.

RRaajjnnaatthh  SSiinngghh
@@rraajjnnaatthhssiinngghh

Greetings to my sisters and
brothers of Gujarat on the

state’s Foundation Day. The
people of Gujarat are

known for their entrepre-
neurial skills, hospitality,

determination & industrious
nature. Wishing them suc-

cess in their various
endeavours.

MMeeeennaakkaasshhii  LLeekkhhii@@MM__LLeekkhhii
Had a warm welcome at the Hindu Temple in Panama. Honored to be the first Minister to visit the temple,

built in 1979. Planted a sapling in the vicinity of the temple. Glad that Indian community which came to Panama
several decades ago, have maintained their ethos & culture.

PPrreessss  TTrruusstt  ooff  IInnddiiaa@@PPTTII__NNeewwss
Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelensky urges Russian soldiers

not to fight in Ukraine, says even
their generals expected that

thousands of them would die.

PP rime Minister Narendra Modi will visit Germany, Denmark and
France next week. This will be his first visit abroad in 2022. But,

more than that the upcoming Europe tour comes amid the challenging
situation arising out of the Russian invasion of Ukraine. This is because
New Delhi will have to navigate questions from its European partners,
who will seek India’s support. Bilateral ties with Germany, France and
the Nordic countries will help shape the agenda and outcome of the
visit. Amidst the Russia-Ukraine crisis, the high level visit led by PM
Modi to Germany is seen as an opportunity by both New Delhi and Berlin
to enhance and intensify cooperation in a broad range of areas and for
the two governments to exchange views on regional and global matters
of mutual interest. It is pertinent to note that the year 2021 also marked
70 years of the establishment of the diplomatic relations between both
the countries which have been strategic partners since 2000. This visit
will be an opportunity to enhance and intensify cooperation in a broad
range of areas and for the two governments to exchange views on
regional and global matters of mutual interest. In Berlin, Modi will hold
bilateral talks with German Chancellor Olaf Scholz and the two leaders
will co-chair the sixth edition of the India-Germany Inter-Governmental
Consultations (IGC)-a unique dialogue format that also sees participa-
tion of several ministers from both sides. Modi will then travel to
Copenhagen at the invitation of the Prime Minister of Denmark Mette
Frederiksen and participate in the India-Nordic Summit being hosted by
Denmark. The Summit will focus on subjects like post-pandemic eco-
nomic recovery, climate change, innovation and technology, renewable
energy, the evolving global security scenario and India-Nordic coopera-
tion in the Arctic region. Before flying back home, he will briefly stop
over in Paris and meet French President Emmanuel Macron, who has just
been re-elected, defeating rival Marine Le Pen in a fiercely fought pres-
idential election. India and France are celebrating 75 years of their diplo-
matic relations this year and the meeting between the two leaders will
set a more ambitious agenda of the Strategic Partnership. The Russian
aggression in Ukraine will most likely figure in Modi’s talks with the
European leaders in all three countries. Reflecting the EU’s tough
approach in dealing with the Russian aggression, European Commission
President Ursula von der Leyen said at the Raisina Dialogue that Europe
will make sure that Moscow’s “unprovoked and unjustified” aggression
against Ukraine will be a “strategic failure. India has not yet publicly
condemned the Russian attack on Ukraine and has been calling for the
resolution of the conflict through dialogue and diplomacy.

PM to tour Europe amid
challenging times

RR ussian President, Vladimir Putin, had warned the west of â€œunpre-
dictable consequencesâ€  in case of continuing weapons supplies to

Ukraine. What appears to be more and more unpredictable is the course
of the war and its consequences. Russians are perhaps becoming impa-
tient with Putinâ€™s Ukraine war and voices are speaking out. To hide his
blatant failures and the increasing toll on military personnel, Putin has
now embarked upon a â€œnuclear sabre rattlingâ€ , as many experts in
the West are thinking. Recently, Putin has tested a so-called â€œnewâ€™
inter-continental ballistic missile which can carry nuclear weapons. In his
reaction, Putin has claimed this move should force the West to re-think.
Notwithstanding, the West and Americans are not apparently feeling
threatened. The world realizes this is to hide his battleground failures. Too
many threats of nuclear consequences are actually making these blunted.
The situation is reportedly hotting up at home for the Russian president,
Vladimir Putin. Kremlin insiders are said to be uncomfortable with the ris-
ing number of fatalities to the Russian side in the war and expensive dam-
ages. Even Putinâ€™s inner circle, so long silent, have started speaking
out. In the latest instance, one of the top oligarchs in the core circles of
Putin has blasted him for his â€œinsane warâ€ . Russian billionaire Oleg
Tinkov, founder of Tinkoff Bank and a number of other companies in insur-
ance and finance, has directly criticized Putin and called this a mad-
manâ€™s war in his social media site. Earlier, another two oligarchs had
criticized the Russian president, short of naming him directly. This is
because the war is hurting the direct interests of the oligarchs and their
wealth. The oligarchs are increasingly sliding out of the global billionaires
list. The triggers are the collateral damages of Russian presidentâ€™s
actions. Putinâ€™s directive that all Russian companies must be de-listed
from western stocks markets has already sharply brought down their mar-
ket capitalization. For example, Tinkov is no longer the billionaire he was.
So many others have also slipped from the league tables. These pro-
nouncements had dented the image of Putin and his hold as well. On top,
the Zelensky statements and interview are directly clawing away Russian
images and those of Putin in particular.   Last week, the Ukrainian presi-
dent, Volodimir Zelensky, gave an interview in course of which he
observed that he could no longer believe the world. He even stated, rather
bluntly, that the western nations did not have â€œthe gutsâ€  to stand up
to an autocrat. He was referring to the Russian threat that weapons sup-
plies to Ukraine could bring in â€œunpredictable consequencesâ€ . His
first salvo while launching the Ukraine war was that any interference in
Ukraine from any country would bring in retribution that was unseen in
history. Russian president Vladimir Putinâ€™s threats were interpreted as
a threat to make nuclear strikes on those butting in. The threats had raised
questions and uncertainty about future supplies of weapons needed for
defending against Russiaâ€™s heightened attacks. In his interview he
sounded rather despondent and somewhat frayed, when talking about
Ukraine being the bulkhead of democracies against its fight with the
autocracies. He was aggrieved that even when Ukraine was fighting the
cause of the liberal democracies there was little appreciation of the costs
being paid by his country and support from allies. A war is not just a fight
on the ground. It is a fight against the adversaries on the ideological plane
as well. The Russian are already on the back foot due to the fact that while
they expected their so-called â€œspecial military operationâ€  to last a
few days and capture the countryâ€™s capital Kyiv in a blitzkrieg, that
assessment has been belied. Coming on top of that, the sinking of the flag-
ship of the Black Sea fleet has torpedoes the Kremlinâ€™s standing. It is
clear that the Russians had no real information on Ukraine and its pre-
paredness based on special training and grooming in the hands of US mil-
itary experts for the last eight years. Despite the Russian threats to face
possible strikes from Russia to weapons supply lines in the countryâ€™s
border areas, the United States has now stated the urgency with which
they are supplying weapons and systems to the Ukrainians. Top level US
defence department spokesmen issued unattributed statements that a
major worry of US supplies of massive caches of weapons is that these
were going into right hands. It is feared that even if a portion of these
weapons trickle into unwanted hands, these can have disastrous implica-
tions. This is because in war time and the situation in Ukraine as such,
there is little tracking of the weapons supplies on ground. The US sources
have told western press that the top priority now is to keep Ukrainians
adequately supplied with weapons they are required for the moment
against Russian offensive, like long range missiles and anti-tank and anti-
ship weapons fr different war theatres. Responding to the Zelensky out-
pourings, the European Union has also come out with their versions on
weapons supplies. The EU has stated it was committed to the cause of
Ukraine and its war with Russia. They would brook no other considerations
than the objective of Ukraine winning the war over Russia. It is to be
appreciated that every utterance in a war time is a scripted piece and
delivered for obtaining certain results. Zelenskyâ€™s address to parlia-
ments across the world and his every statement is crafted to project a cer-
tain images and narratives to gain further help in the cause of the war. 

Despite heavy resistance
but winning perception war
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Buddhists march with giant lanterns in a parade during the Lotus Lantern Festival to celebrate for the  upcoming birthday of
Buddha on May 8 in Seoul, South Korea.

TT he global pandemic of Covid-
19 has indeed brought many

changes into our day to day lives. It
has destroyed our economy on the
one hand and it has given people
some mental stress on the other.
Many businesses have to depart
from the screen. A large section of
people has become jobless. The
nationwide lockdown has ended in
smoking many dreams and aspira-
tions. Now, though the Covid situa-
tion seems to be under control,
people are afraid of starting any
new business. They are totally con-
fused. News of Covid is still on
some satellite channels.

It will indeed take some time to
restore normalcy. Though all these
seem to be a total loss, it’s obvious
that good days will surely come
again. Everything will be normal
after some time. It may take some
time, but, surely, nothing lasts for-
ever. There’s not a single section of
society which is not affected by the
Covid-19. Among all these, the sec-
tion that has suffered the worst is
the student community.

Due to the pandemic, regular
classes had been suspended in
schools and colleges. Online class-
es started in place of regular class-
es. Some examinations were not
held and some, on the other hand,
were held in online mode. Results
of some examinations, which were
not held, were declared based on
previous assessments. The student
community is badly affected by
Covid-19. Now the question is all
about the efficacy of the online
education system and the post-
Covid impact of mobile phones on

the students in the name of so-
called online education. Nobody
can indeed be static in a dynamic
world. Moreover, during this dark
period, there was no alternative to
the online education system. So,
people were compelled to walk
with time. But the point is: whether
the students are benefited from the
online education system in the real
sense of the term, whether they
have gained adequate knowledge
to make themselves eligible for
upper standards. Whether they
have completed their syllabus
related to the next level. These are
some very relevant questions
which are closely connected to the
students.

It must be said that despite hav-
ing some great advantages and
positive effects, most parents tried
to keep their children away from
mobile phones and the internet
before online education. It’s
because most parents are aware of
the negative sides of the internet.
Many families had no mobile
phones. Many had phones, but no
facilities for the internet. Sensible
parents didn’t allow their children
to use mobile phones. Mobile
phones were not regarded as an
essential device for students at the
school level before the pandemic.
But the global pandemic of Covid-
19 has completely changed the
entire scenario. Parents, who tried
to keep their children away from
mobile phones and who used to
advise their children not to use
mobile phones, were compelled to
provide them with an android
phone with the net pack as the edu-
cation system was made online
during the global pandemic. It’s
time that brought this rapid change
to the student community and the
entire society as a whole.

The concept of imparting educa-
tion through online mode can never
be underestimated. It’s indeed a
timely solution. To learn something
is indeed better than nothing and
most of the students were greatly
benefited from it. But now the mat-
ter of concern is the post-Covid
impact of mobile phones on the stu-

dents, i.e. mobile addiction or
mobile mania. If one goes to neigh-
bours or relatives, the picture
becomes clear. There was a time
when some kith and kin or guests
came home, kids used to enjoy
their presence. They made conver-
sations with the guests and spent
quality time with them. The whole
environment became jubilant. A
bond of love was certainly there.
But today the picture is completely
different. Kids are busy with mobile
phones. They are so busy with a
mobile phones that they have no
time to talk with the guests or
other family members. Let alone
guests or family members, they pay
no hid to anybody. They are busy
only with Facebook, WhatsApp,
youtube, making reels etc. Neither
culture nor hospitality is found in
their behaviour. They have forgot-
ten the human qualities, social
interaction and socialization.
Everybody knows the adverse
effects of mobile phones. Too much
use of mobile phones may cause
some serious health issues such as
stress, anxiety, depression and var-
ious mental diseases. Moreover,
fake news, fabricated stories, and
wrong information available on
some posts on social media and
some websites may misguide or
mislead the kids. The antisocial ele-
ments such as pornography, and
exciting videos may develop some
negative thoughts among the kids. 

But still, a large number of par-
ents pay no hid to all these and a
section of parents is unaware of the
fact. It’s very upsetting that in the
name of online education, a large
number of parents have arranged
an android phone with a net pack
somehow, and they feel that they
have completed their responsibili-
ty. It seems that providing the
mobile with the net pack is the only
responsibility of the parents. They
have no time to look into the online
activities or changing behaviour of
their children. They get self-satis-
faction thinking that they are doing
enough by providing a mobile
phone. But whether their kids are
utilizing the phone or misusing it,

all these are minor things for them.
Now the Covid situation is under
control. People have started normal
lives. Regular classes in place of
online classes have been started in
schools. So, it’s time every parent
rescued their children from mobile
addiction by taking back the mobile
phones from their children or limit-
ing their use as far as possible. But
it seems that Covid is about to fin-
ish, but mobile addiction among
the students is still high. Wherever
one goes, the mobile phone using a
picture of kids is very common. No
doubt that mobile is one of the
fastest means of communication.
Android phone with internet facility
is very useful. It has immense ben-
efits. Students can acquire knowl-
edge from it if it is used properly.
Limited use of mobile phones under
the supervision of parents can
never be bad for school-going stu-
dents. 

But if there is no control of par-
ents over the kids on the use of
mobile phones or their activities,
it’s sure that such kids will go
astray. It may be the reason for the
downfall of the kids. It’s indeed a
serious matter. Parents should take
it seriously. As regular classes have
started, parents should try to keep
their phones away from their kids.
Instead, kids should be involved in
games and sports. Parents should
try to cultivate good habits among
the kids. They can bring home sto-
rybooks, comics, magazines, biog-
raphies, autobiographies and vari-
ous books on general knowledge.
By observing the interest of the
kids, parents can make necessary
arrangements for their children.
They can engage their children in
various co-curricular activities.
Parents must give time to their chil-
dren to bring out the best in them.
One thing is clear we have lost
many people, so many things dur-
ing the pandemic. It’s indeed a big
loss. But if we can’t rescue our new
generation from mobile addiction
developed after the pandemic, it’s
sure that society is going to face
such a great loss that can never be
compensated.

Post-Covid impact of mobile phones on the students

HHaarrsshhaa  BBhhooggllee
@@bbhhoogglleehhaarrsshhaa

The wounds of the last eight
games converted a pretty rea-

sonable chase into a slightly jit-
tery one for #MI. 

With the monkey off the back, I
won't be surprised if we see

more powerful performances in
the remaining games.

BASANTA BARUAH

LOTUS LANTERN FESTIVAL
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Fuel sales growth
New Delhi: India's
petrol and diesel sales
growth moderated in
April while cooking
gas LPG consumption
fell as record high
prices dented demand,
preliminary industry
data showed on
Sunday. Petrol sales
growth moderated to
2.1 per cent in April
when compared with
the same period in the
preceding month,
while diesel demand
was almost flat.
Cooking gas LPG,
which had consistently
shown growth even
during the pandemic
period, saw a massive
9.1 per cent month-on-
month drop in con-
sumption during April.

Hyundai sales dips
New Delhi: Hyundai
Motor India on Sunday
reported a 5 per cent
decline in total sales at
56,201 units in April
2022. The company had
sold 59,203 units in the
same month last year,
Hyundai Motor India
Ltd said in a statement.
Domestic sales were
down 10 per cent to
44,001 units last month,
as against 49,002 units
in April 2021. Exports
increased to 12,200
units as compared to
10,201 units in April
last year, the auto
major said.

ATF price hiked 
New Delhi: Jet fuel
prices on Sunday were
hiked by 3.22 per cent --
the ninth straight in-
crease this year -- to an
all-time high, reflect-
ing a surge in global
energy prices. The
price of aviation tur-
bine fuel (ATF) -- the
fuel that helps aero-
planes fly -- was hiked
by Rs 3,649.13 per kilo-
litre, or 3.22 per cent,
to Rs 1,16,851.46 per kl
(Rs 116.8 per litre) in
the national capital,
according to a price
notification of state-
owned fuel retailers.
Meanwhile, petrol and
diesel prices remained
unchanged for the
25th straight day after
rising by a record Rs
10 per litre each.

VKC Nuts 
New Delhi: Nuts and
dried fruits player
VKC Nuts Pvt Ltd is
targeting sales of USD
1 billion (over Rs 7,650
crore) in the next five
years, riding on the
growth of the catego-
ry propelled by in-
creasing health
awareness and expan-
sion of its offerings,
according to a top
company official. The
company, which sells
its products under the
flagship Nutraj brand,
expects around Rs
1,000 crore sales to
come from exports
and plans to invest
about Rs 150 crore to
set up processing facil-
ities to meet its target.

Methanol-blended petrol
Tinsukia: Indian Oil
Corp (IOC) rolled out
M15 petrol -- 15 per
cent blend of
methanol with petrol -
- on a pilot basis in
Assam's Tinsukia dis-
trict. Union Minister
of State for Petroleum
and Natural Gas
Rameswar Teli
launched the M15
petrol in the presence
of Niti Aayog member
VK Saraswat and IOC
chairman SM Vaidya
on Saturday. Teli said
that blending fuel
with methanol will
provide respite from
the rising prices.
"Pilot rollout of M15 is
a stepping stone to-
wards achieving fuel
independence and re-
ducing the import
burden," he said.

New Delhi, May 01 (PTI):

The free trade agreement
between India and the UAE
has come into effect on
Sunday, under which do-
mestic exporters in various
sectors like textiles, agricul-
ture, dry fruits, gems and
jewellery will get duty-free
access to the UAE market.

In a symbolic gesture for
operationalising the agree-
ment, Commerce Secretary
BVR Subrahmanyam hand-
ed over Certificates of
Origin to three exporters
from the gems and jew-
ellery sector here.

These consignments to
Dubai will not attract any
customs duty under the
pact, which is officially
termed as Comprehensive
Economic Partnership
Agreement (CEPA).

The Central Board of
Indirect Taxes and Customs

(CBIC) and the Directorate
General of Foreign Trade
(DGFT) has issued relevant
notifications for the opera-
tionalisation of the agree-
ment from May 1.

"Today, CEPA between
India and the UAE is com-
ing into force. Today, we are
sending the first consign-
ment from India to UAE,
which will benefit from this
a g r e e m e n t , "

Subrahmanyam said here.
The UAE is the second or

third largest trading part-
ner of India and that coun-
try is a gateway to the mid-
dle east, North Africa,
Central Asia and sub-
Saharan Africa, he noted.

The trade pact will help
in taking the two-way trade
to USD 100 billion in five
years from the existing USD
60 billion. "USD 100 billion

is just a starter As we go
along, it will become USD
200 billion and then USD 500
billion in the years to come,"
the secretary said, adding 99
per cent of "our exports will
go to zero duty in UAE". The
gems and jewellery sector
contributes a substantial
portion of India's exports to
the UAE and is expected to
benefit significantly from
the tariff concessions ob-
tained for Indian products
under this pact. Overall,
India will benefit from pref-
erential market access pro-
vided by the UAE on over 97
per cent of its tariff lines
(or goods), which account
for 99 per cent of Indian ex-
ports to the UAE in value
terms -- particularly from
labour-intensive sectors
such as textiles, leather,
footwear, sports goods, plas-
tics, furniture, and engi-
neering products.

India-UAE trade pact
comes into force Chennai, May 01: 

Japanese car-maker
Nissan has decided to re-
duce the production of
Datsun brand of cars in its
facility near here and in-
troduce a new model as
part of its market-restruc-
turing strategy, the Tamil
Nadu government said on
Sunday. Auto major
Renault-Nissan has set up
a joint manufacturing facil-
ity at Oragadam, about 45
km from here, to produce
various passenger vehicles
with Nissan retailing
Nissan and Datsun range
of cars while Renault pro-
duces several vehicles, in-
cluding Kiger and hatch-
back Kwid, among others.

In a statement on
Sunday, Minister for
Industries Thangam
Thennarasu said,
"Through a statement the
Renault-Nissan alliance
said that as part of their re-
structuring strategy, it has
been decided to reduce the
production of Datsun

brand of cars and intro-
duce a new model."

The comments by the
Minister came in the back-
drop of AIADMK co-ordi-
nator O Panneerselvam
who expressed concern on
Saturday, over the reported
move by Nissan Motor
Company to halt the pro-
duction of Datsun redi-GO
models at its Chennai
plant and urged Chief
Minister M K Stalin to im-
mediately intervene and
ensure steps to sustain its
operations. Thennarasu
said Renault-Nissan has
informed the government
that the company was pro-
ducing vehicles at the unit
despite the shortage of
semi-conductors and was
able to meet the domestic

and overseas demand.
"Renault-Nissan has firm
plans for a successful oper-
ation of its unit in Tamil
Nadu," Thennarasu said,
adding Nissan recently
marked the 50,000th pro-
duction of its sports utility
vehicle Magnite from the
facility. Noting that it was
during DMK regime, 610
acre of land was allotted to
set up the plant for
Renault-Nissan at
Oragadam, he said the
company commenced com-
mercial production on
January 1, 2010.

At the production facili-
ty, Renault-Nissan pro-
duces various models of
passenger cars besides
shipping to 15 overseas
markets.

On the remarks by
P a n n e e r s e l v a m ,
Thennarasu said they
were imaginery without
any basic proof. "With the
manufacturing facility
continuing to function, it
is against truth that there
will be job loss," he said.

Nissan to cut production of Datsun in TN, to
introduce new model: Industries Minister

Mumbai, May 01: 

With the economic activ-
ities growing gradually
after two years of COVID-
related disruptions, jew-
ellers are upbeat about this
Akshaya Tritiya, expect-
ing sales to surpass the
2019 levels.

However, some of them
feel that the recent surge
in gold prices could be-
come a hindrance.
Akshaya Tritiya will be
celebrated across the coun-
try on May 3. Gold prices
are ruling over Rs 52,000
per 10 gram on MCX, while
in the international mar-
kets it is traded at USD
1,897 per ounce. "We
should see Akshaya
Tritiya buying transcend
the temporary barriers
that sharp spikes in do-
mestic prices have placed
on gold buying since April.

In India, gold enjoys a
strong cultural association
marked by economic un-
dertones with auspicious
festivals, and millions of
people would habitually
buy gold, at least make a
token purchase, on
Akshaya Tritiya," said
Somasundaram PR, World
Gold Council Regional
CEO, India. With general
sentiment boosted by eas-

ing of Covid restrictions,
economic growth coupled
with inflationary expecta-
tions should support high-
er in-store gold buying dur-
ing this festive season,
though price volatility will
act as a headwind, he
noted.

"The perceptible intensi-
ty of marketing campaigns
underpinned by new digi-
tal and omni-channel retail

strategies of many players
will have their impact too
on rising demand during
this Akshaya Tritiya," he
added. The All India Gem
and Jewellery Domestic
Council (GJC) chairman
Ashish Pethe said the
spike in gold price has af-
fected the pre-bookings,
however, as the prices have
come down since the last
few days the demand is ex-
pected to grow. "Looking at
the current gold prices sce-
nario and the positive con-
sumer sentiment, we ex-
pect the jewellery sales
during this Akshaya
Tritiya to be more than 5
per cent than the 2019
level," he added. Malabar
Gold and Diamonds
Chairman Ahammed MP
said that a large number of
people are expected to take
part in the gold buying rit-
ual during the festival day.

Jewellers expect sales during
Akshaya Tritiya to surpass 2019 level

New Delhi, May 01 (PTI):

State-run power giant
NTPC has invited bids from
the country's startups for
the production of torrefied
biomass pellets.

Through its research and
development wing NETRA,
the NTPC intends to provide
a platform to startups to en-
able them develop an ad-
vanced technology for pro-
ducing torrefied biomass
pellets that are well-suited
for decentralised small-scale
users. The deadline for the
submission of the proposals
titled 'torrefied pellet manu-
facturing plant for agri-
waste' is May 19, 2022, NTPC
said in a statement.

The move is expected to
reinforce NTPC's commit-
ment towards developing
the biomass ecosystem in
the country, and will provide
a unique platform for the
Indian startups to fulfill the

prime minister's vision of
an 'Aatmanirbhar Bharat'
and also contribute towards
the ambitious 'make in
India' movement, the com-
pany said.

India produces around
230 MMTA of biomass that
is either wasted or burnt.
Biomass co-firing (using
biomass as supplementary
fuel to reduce the use of
coal) in power plants has
proved to be a major solu-
tion to this menace, thereby
reducing carbon footprints
in the environment.

Many of the NTPC plants
have already started the req-
uisite co-firing of biomass
pellets with coal. Long-term

procurement action has also
been initiated for many
plants. Till now, the focus
has been centred on non-tor-
refied biomass pellets.
However for bulk utilisation
of biomass, torrefied bio-
mass pellet production
needs to be given impor-
tance, as torrefied biomass
pellet has more energy den-
sity, and its characteristics
are closer to coal.

Further, torrefied bio-
mass pellets will reduce av-
erage transportation costs.

Currently, the technology
for torrefied pellets is still in
the nascent stage of develop-
ment. The Union power
ministry has set up the na-
tional mission for the use of
biomass in thermal power
plants (Mission
SAMARTH), and mandated
5-10 per cent co-firing of bio-
mass in all coal-fired ther-
mal power plants in the
country.

NTPC seeks startups to produce
torrefied biomass pellets

New Delhi, May 01 (PTI):

Salasar Techno
Engineering will invest Rs
100 crore to expand its
business, the company's
joint managing director
Shashank Agarwal said.

While Rs 50 crore is to
be invested to set up a fab-
rication unit at Bhilai, an-
other Rs 50 crore is to be
utilised in putting up a gal-
vanising plant, Agarwal
told PTI.

The fabrication unit at
Bhilai in Chhattisgarh, to
come up on more than 13
acres of land, will manu-
facture heavy steel struc-
tures for steel plants, re-
fineries, cement plants
and various other indus-
tries, he said, adding that
the plant is expected to be

operational by September
2022.

Agarwal further said
the proposed galvanising
plant will be the world's
largest and cater to power
transmission line
monopoles.

Around 12-15 acres of
land will be acquired for
the plant which is likely to
be commissioned by mid-
November 2022, he added.

"As a dependable infra-
structure enabler, Salasar
aspires to become a one-
stop shop for India's tele-
com giants by carrying out
engineering, designing,
procurement, fabrication,
galvanisation and EPC
under one roof," he said.

The company will also
hire around 500-600 people
in the ongoing fiscal.

Salasar Techno Engineering to invest
Rs 100 cr to expand business: MD

New Delhi, May 01 (PTI):

Pharma exports have
touched Rs 1,83,422 crore
in 2021-22 against Rs 90,415
crore in 2013-14, the com-
merce ministry said on
Sunday.

The exports in 2021-22
sustained a positive
growth despite the global
trade disruptions and drop
in demand for COVID re-
lated medicines, it added.

"Indian pharma compa-
nies enabled by their price
competitiveness and good

quality, have made a global
mark, with 60 per cent of
the world's vaccines and 20
per cent of generic medi-
cines coming from India,"
the ministry said.

India ranks third world-
wide for production in
terms of volume and 14th
by value. The current mar-
ket size of the domestic
pharmaceutical industry
is around USD 50 billion.

The share of pharma-
ceuticals and drugs in the
global exports is 5.92 per
cent.

Pharma exports hit 
Rs 1.83 lakh crore in 2021-22

New Delhi, May 01 (PTI):

State-owned insurance be-
hemoth LIC has said that it
will retain part of its stake
in IDBI Bank to reap the ben-
efits of the bancassurance
channel.

Along with the govern-
ment, Life Insurance
Corporation (LIC) will also
divest its stake in IDBI Bank,
but may not exit completely,
LIC Chairman MR Kumar
told PTI in an interview.

LIC is currently doing
roadshows for its maiden
public issue, which opens for
subscription on May 4.

The government for the
past few years has been plan-
ning to sell its 45 per cent mi-
nority stake in IDBI Bank to
strategic investors as part of

its privatisation drive. Last
week, the Department of
Investment and Public Asset
Management (DIPAM)
Secretary Tuhin Kanta
Pandey had said the IDBI
Bank privatisation process
was underway and that the
quantum of the stake sale
would be determined after
the completion of the road-
show. IDBI Bank became a
subsidiary of LIC with effect

from January 21, 2019, fol-
lowing the acquisition of an
additional 82,75,90,885 equity
shares. On December 19,
2020, IDBI Bank was reclas-
sified as an associate compa-
ny due to the reduction of
LIC shareholding to 49.24
per cent following the is-
suance of additional equity
shares by the bank under a
Qualified Institutional
Placement (QIP).

"Strictly speaking, we are
below the threshold limit of
management control but
then, what government real-
ly means is that manage-
ment control is to be given in
such a way that a private en-
tity picks up and runs the
bank, and government in
the process gets value out of
that," Kumar said.

LIC keen to retain some stake in IDBI
Bank for bancassurance gains: Chairman

New Delhi, May 01 (PTI):

Skoda Auto India on Sunday
said its sales surged by over
five-fold in April to 5,152 units
compared to 961 units in the
year-ago period.
"It is heartening to see that a
sedan is helping us climb peak
after peak in sales. The Slavia is
a resounding success, while the
Kushaq SUV continues finding
newer homes," Skoda Auto
India Brand Director Zac Hollis

said in a statement. The compa-
ny and its partners have been
doubling efforts in expanding
the network, increasing cus-
tomer touchpoints, and pene-
trating new markets to be closer
and more accessible to cus-
tomers, he added. "We have
already crossed over 190 touch-
points so far and will only
expand further. This 'Beyond the
Product' approach is seeing us
record consistent sales month
on month," Hollis noted.

Skoda sales zoom over five-fold
to 5,152 units in April

New Delhi, May 01 (PTI):

The GST collection in
April touched the highest
ever level of about Rs 1.68
lakh crore, up 20 per cent
from the year-ago period, on
improved compliance and
recovery in business activity,
the Finance Ministry said
on Sunday.

During the month, 1.06
crore GST returns from
GSTR-3B were filed, of
which 97 lakh pertained to
March 2022.

The gross GST revenue
collected in April is Rs
1,67,540 crore, of which
CGST is Rs 33,159 crore,
SGST Rs 41,793 crore, IGST
Rs 81,939 crore (including Rs
36,705 crore collected on im-
port of goods) and cess Rs
10,649 crore (including Rs
857 crore collected on import

of goods), the ministry said.
The gross GST collection in
April 2022 is an all-time high
and Rs 25,000 crore more
than the previous highest
collection of Rs 1.42 lakh
crore recorded in March. In
April last year, the mop-up
from Goods and Services
Tax (GST) was about Rs 1.40
lakh crore. Giving compara-
ble data of April GST return
filing, the ministry said
there is a "clear improve-
ment in the compliance be-
haviour, which has been a re-
sult of various measures
taken by the tax administra-

tion to nudge taxpayers to
file returns timely, to mak-
ing compliance easier and
strict enforcement action
was taken against errant
taxpayers identified based
on data analytics and artifi-
cial intelligence".

During the month, rev-
enues from import of goods
were 30 per cent higher and
the revenues from the do-
mestic transaction (includ-
ing import of services) are
17 per cent more than the
revenues from these sources
during the same month last
year. The total number of e-
way bills generated in
March 2022 was 7.7 crore,
which is 13 per cent higher
than 6.8 crore in February
2022, which reflects the re-
covery of business activity
at a faster pace, the ministry
said.

GST revenues at all-time high
of Rs 1.68 lakh crore in April

New Delhi, May 01 (PTI):

Tata Motors is looking
to drive in a range of elec-
tric vehicles across vari-
ous price points with mul-
tiple body styles and fea-
tures in order to cater to a
wide range of customers
across segments, as per a
top company official.

The homegrown auto
major, which currently
leads the domestic electric
passenger vehicle segment
by a distance, plans to
cater to different sets of
customers with products
from its three distinct plat-
forms.

The company has gone
ahead with a three-
pronged approach for EV
architecture.

With first-generation

products like Nexon EV
and Tigor EV, the compa-
ny has been able to bring
in one set of customers,
while the recently show-
cased SUV coupe concept
CURVV is expected to
bring in another set of
buyers into the company's
fold. Similarly, the more
aspirational architecture
AVINYA is expected to
cater to a more discerning
set of consumers begin-
ning 2025.

Tata Motors looks to drive
in multiple EVs for buyers

across segments

‘Laal Ishq – Foreign Special’ in &TV

U
p next on &TV’s ‘Laal
Ishq – Foreign Special’
is a Korean mystery

thriller titled “Achiara Ke
Ankahe Rehesya”, a Hindi
adaptation of the popular
South Korean television se-
ries, "The Village-Achiara’s
Secret’ started April 28, airing
every Monday to Sunday at
5:00 pm. The show will have
Moon Geun-young as Emily,
Yook Sang-Jae as Will, Jang-
Hee-Jin as Rebecca, and Shin
Eun-Kyung as Lily in the piv-
otal roles.

Achiara is known for being
a peaceful and quiet place hav-
ing a low crime rate. Having
lost everyone in her family,
Emily (Moon Geun-young),

reaches Achaira to begin her
profession as an English
teacher, after getting a myste-
rious letter from her grand-
ma. Little does she know
about the many buried mys-
teries and a sequence of dra-
matic disclosures that await
her. On the very first day, she
discovers a buried corpse that
sends a shockwave through
the entire village. Everyone
begins to speculate about the
identity of the deceased and
what and why of her death.
Rebecca (Jang-Hee-Jin), a
painting teacher at the Art
school and mistress of the
most powerful man is missing
and eventually revealed to be
the victim. Lily (Shin Eun-

Kyung), the wife of the power-
ful man of Achiara, is suspect-
ed of being the perpetrator.
However, as Will (Yook Sang-
Jae), a young and enthusias-
tic police officer begins his
investigation, he uncovers a
string of serial murders
leading to mysterious and
tragic twists and turns, indi-
cating the involvement of
more people. As it turns out,
there is more to the case than
meets the eye.

Unravel the mystery of
Achiara in ‘Achiara Ke
Ankahe Rehesya’ in ‘Laal Ishq
– Foreign Special’, starting on
April 28, airing every Monday
to Sunday at 5:00 pm only on
&TV! 

A
ctress Shamna
Kasim, who is bet-
ter known as

Poorna to Tamil audi-
ences, has paid a rich trib-
ute to dance, saying dance
has been her oxygen and
means everything to her.

Taking to Instagram to
post a video clip which in
reality was a compilation
of some of her dance per-
formances on the occasion
of the International Dance
Day, Poorna said, "Dance
has been my oxygen to me.

It means everything to
me !!!! My first love
has always been
dance. It was the
first step in my
life to really take
something seri-
ously."

The actress,
who is known
to love danc-
ing big time,
also went on to
say, "It's been
my passion,
my love and

everything for
me… I really

hope and wish
that my
dreams of
d a n c e
should al-
ways get ful-

filled."

Shweta Tiwari
stars with

Sourabh Raaj Jain
in music video

Popular actress Shweta
Tiwari along with 'Patiala

Babes' fame Sourabh Raaj Jain,
have flown off to Dubai to shoot
a music video.
Sourabh said: "It's an innocent
story of love and I think for me
the way he loves is a love rarely

seen in this day and age. The
definition of love and rela-

tionship has changed over
time and the intricacies
of it are beautifully going

to be shown in this song."
On his working experience with
Shweta, he shared: "And of
course I am looking forward to
working with Shweta ji who I
have already shared screen
space with in 'Khatron ke
Khiladi' and with our recent
web series together our cama-
raderie has only increased."
"The song itself is beautiful and
the first time I heard it, I
remember telling myself this
one can be on repeat mode in
my car. And that's the kind of
content I love being a part of,

one that has a shelf life of a
lifetime," added Sourabh.

Sourabh has done varied
roles on television and
been a part of popular
shows like 'Remix',
'Mahabharat',

'Mahakali',
'Chandrugupta
Maurya'. He has
done reality shows
such as 'Nach
Baliye' and
'Khatron Ke
Khiladi' last sea-
son.

ACROSS

1. Thunder sound

5. Thick

10. Hastened

14. Angel's aura

15. Rocker ____ Cooper

16. Roman emperor

17. Opening wager

18. Grinding tooth

19. Uttered

20. Glasgow native

21. Copycat

22. Sheriff's helpers

23. E-mail item

25. Johnny ____ of "Finding Neverland"

26. Relate

29. Altar vow (2 wds.)

32. Trunk

36. Second place finisher (hyph.)

38. Wander

39. Glitches

41. Church group

42. Copied

44. Annoying ones

45. Sleeping spot

46. At the side

49. Television award

51. From now on

56. Copenhagen natives

58. Actor ____ Dillon

60. Lincoln and Vigoda

61. Circle parts

62. Dirt

63. Races an engine

64. Commits perjury

65. ____ Sam

66. Words of understanding (2 wds.)

67. Circular current

68. Alter slacks

69. "Electric" swimmers

DOWN

1. Gorge

2. Cyclist ____ Armstrong

3. Female singers

4. Verse makers

5. Harm

6. Las Vegas groom, often

7. Egyptian river

8. Old wound

9. Browning's "always"

10. Be nosy

11. Sweats

12. Significant times

13. Mete (out)

22. William or Sean

24. Prone

25. Uproars

27. Commerce

28. Calendar abbr.
30. Channel
31. Picks
32. Nursery item
33. Residence
34. Exemplified
35. Fixed
37. WNW's opposite
39. Stick around
40. Fisherman's snare
43. Gifts to charity
44. Thickness
47. Infant's toy
48. Song of praise
50. Disordered
52. Scientist ____ Curie
53. Chubby
54. Make merry
55. Snaky shapes
56. Glen
57. Desertlike
58. Horse's hair
59. Curved doorway
62. Albania's cont.
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This is your day to shine, Aquarius. Just
make sure you don't do so at someone
else's expense. You're feeling more self-
confident than usual, which may be hard
for you to believe. Nevertheless, you
could be so focused on your agenda that
you fail to see subtle signals put out by
those around you. Other people cry out
for attention, too. 

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

You may feel like you're being left out of the
equation, Pisces. Perhaps you feel like the
oddball, the fifth wheel who simply doesn't
have a place. Don't worry. Just because you
feel that way today doesn't mean it's your
destiny. If you don't like your course, change
your position. If you don't like the people
you're with, move in a different social circle.

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

Take your creativity to a new level,
Aries. There are many ways to express
yourself creatively, so pick one and fol-
low through. You may have a desire to
be on stage, and you want to share
your dreams and inner passion with
the world. Your strong emotions and
dreamy perspective are assets. 

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

Your feelings may deceive you, Taurus,
so be careful of getting too wrapped up
in your own drama. Perhaps you feel
you're getting pushed and pulled in
uncomfortable directions. You might
tolerate this tension for a while without
expressing your feelings about it.

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

In some ways, you may feel like a lost soul
who isn't quite in touch with your dreams,
Gemini. Although you feel energetic and
boisterous, you might also get the sense
that your energy is misdirected and
you're being led in the wrong direction.
The key for you now is to lead yourself.
Cut through everyone else's agenda and
follow your internal rainbow. 

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

The best way to create harmony
among others is to first establish har-
mony in yourself, Cancer. Don't expect
others to take care of you and attend to
all your desires. At the same time, it
isn't your responsibility to dote on oth-
ers. The boundaries may get ambigu-
ous at times, but do your best to main-
tain a healthy separation. 

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

You might feel as if your powerful emo-
tions are getting in the way of your
dreams, Leo. Or perhaps you're finding
that you're so wrapped up in a particu-
lar vision of the future that you're get-
ting lost in your own brain. You're los-
ing touch with the present simply
because you're so focused on a nebu-
lous idea that doesn't even exist yet. 

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Perhaps you're stuck in a mindset you
can't seem to escape, Virgo. Be careful
about taking action based on ideas root-
ed more in past fantasy than present
reality. Your emotions could be playing
tricks on you. You could be attached to a
dream that has more to do with feeding
your ego than fulfilling your destiny.
Question your motives. 

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

When you talk, you want other people
to listen, Libra. More than likely, your
thoughts will drift toward humanitari-
an ideas and philosophies. You're
eager to share your ideas with others,
and you may have a utopian dream
that, if everyone just followed, would
make the world a much better place. 

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

Issues regarding control of a situation are
probably going to be your focus, Scorpio.
More than likely, you adhere to a solidly
planned routine. You have a set way of doing
things and you want to stick to it. Other peo-
ple are moving into the picture, however,
and they may want to take a leadership role.
People will be adamant and strong willed
when it comes to their facts. 

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

You're apt to speak and act with a great deal
of power, Sagittarius, but be careful that you
don't get swept away by emotion. There's a
surrealistic quality to the day. It could lead
you to believe a mirage is real. You might get
so caught up in the drama of your feelings
that your power of reason gets watered
down to the point where you lose track of
your objectivity altogether.

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

Your concept of reality could be based more
on your emotions than facts, Capricorn. This
is one of those days when this could get you
into trouble. Whatever comes up, you're like-
ly to feel very passionate about it and tend to
lose any rational perspective whatsoever.
Integrity, inner strength, and self-confidence
will be the glue that holds your mind and
heart together.

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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'H
eropanti 2', star-
ring Tiger Shroff
and Nawazuddin

Siddiqui, had a great
debut weekend at the box
office, grossing between
Rs 6.25 crore and Rs 6.50
crore, according to Box
Office India.

The film's success can
be linked to the continued
hold of 'KGF: Chapter 2',
which dominates ticket
sales despite having been
released a fortnight ago.
'Heropanti 2' is estimated
to gross roughly Rs 8-9
crore at the box office.

Given Tiger Shroff's
role as the film's leading
man, 'Heropanti 2' should
have done better. Before
the pandemic, in fact, the
film had a good chance of
opening in the Rs 12-15
crore zone. However,
today's circumstances are
different, and audiences
seem to be far more dis-
cerning about what they
want to watch. Given the
massy mood of the Sajid
Nadiadwala movie, it has
been given a chance, and
now all that remains to be
seen is where it goes in
the coming days.

Director Ahmed Khan's

hopes are pinned on the
Eid holiday on Tuesday.
The film needs to keep
gathering until then to

keep the numbers from
dropping, and by the end
of Sunday, its gross earn-
ings should be in the dou-

ble digits.
Whatever the film

earns on Sunday, it will
earn at least as much on

Eid, if not more. As a re-
sult, the Sunday footfalls
will be crucial in deter-
mining the trend.

‘Heropanti 2’ makes a decent
opening at the box office 

Dance has been my oxygen,
says actress Shamna Kasim

I
t was recently re-
vealed that Neha
Sargam will be seen

portraying the role on
Yashoda in Sony
E n t e r t a i n m e n t
Television’s latest offer-
ing ‘Yashomati Maiyaa
Ke Nandlala.’ Joining her
in the show will be
Hitanshu Jinsi who will
play Lord Vishnu.

Elaborating further,
Hitanshu shares, “I am a
spiritual person, and an
ardent devotee of Lord
Vishnu. I consider this to
be a play of the universe

as immediately after I
completed my prayers, I
received a call from the

makers to be a part of the
show! I think it is divine
intervention. Lord
Krishna is an incarna-
tion of Lord Vishnu and
also the preserver and
protector of the universe.
I am supremely thankful
to the universe for be-
stowing this responsibili-
ty on me. I will try to do
full justice to the role.”

Stay tuned to watch the
untold story on
Yashomati Maiyaa ke
Nandlala only on Sony
E n t e r t a i n m e n t
Television.

Hitanshu to play Lord Vishnu in
‘Yashomati Maiyaa Ke Nandlala’
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Madrid, May 01 (AP):

In a dominating season
for Real Madrid, it was fit-
ting that it didn't even
need its best players to
win the Spanish league.

Using its backups be-
fore the Champions
League semifinals,
Madrid earned a record-
extending 35th Liga title
with a comfortable 4-0
home win over Espanyol
on Saturday.

Players and coaches cel-
ebrated with the crowd at
Santiago Bernab u
Stadium long after the
match ended, then parad-
ed to the team's usual
party spot at Cibeles

plaza, but there was not a
lot of time to rejoice.

On Wednesday, Madrid
is back at the Bernab u to
host Manchester City in
the second leg of the
Champions League semi-
finals. Madrid lost 4-3 in
the first match in
England. "We know we
have an important match
ahead of us, but today we
have to celebrate," said
Brazilian veteran
Marcelo, who reached a
milestone with his 24th ca-
reer title with Madrid, the
most in the club's history.

"We have to enjoy it, this
could help us on
Wednesday," said Carlo
Ancelotti, who became the

first coach to win the top
five European leagues.

The Italian manager
won with AC Milan in
Serie A, Chelsea in the
English Premier League,
Paris Saint-Germain in
Ligue 1, and Bayern
Munich in the Bundesliga.

Several thousand fans
packed the Cibeles plaza
to welcome the champi-
ons, who mixed messages
of celebration for the
league title and motiva-
tion for Wednesday's
match. The crowd cheered
loudly when Marcelo
draped the Cibeles statue
with Madrid's flag and
scarf. Rodrygo scored
twice and Marco Asensio

and substitute Karim
Benzema added on to give
Madrid its second league
title in three seasons, and
third in six years.

Madrid has an insur-
mountable lead with four
rounds to go. It was 17
points in front of Sevilla,
which drew with C diz 1-1
on Friday, and 18 points
ahead of Barcelona,
which hosts Mallorca on
Sunday. "This is how you
win leagues," Madrid mid-
fielder Casemiro said.

"We've done a great job
the entire season, being
consistent from the start."

Madrid has nine more
league titles than
Barcelona.

Madrid clinches record-extending
35th Spanish league title

Mumbai, May 01 (PTI):

Unheralded Uttar
Pradesh left-arm pacer
Mohsin Khan put up an
exceptional bowling per-
formance as Lucknow
Super Giants beat Delhi
Capitals by six runs on
Sunday, thereby taking a
giant stride towards quali-
fying for the IPL play-offs.

It was skipper KL
Rahul's 77 off 51 balls and
newly promoted Deepak
Hooda's 52 off 34 balls that
propelled LSG to an im-
posing 195 for 3 despite

stuttering towards the end
of the innings.

In reply, Mohsin (4/16 in
4 overs) got breakthroughs
exactly when things
seemed to spiral out of
control as Delhi Capitals
finally managed 189 for 7
in the end.

LSG now have 14 points
from 10 games and anoth-
er win out of the remain-
ing four games would seal
a play-off spot for them
considering 16 being the
magic number in most
years.

For DC, things get really

tough from hereon as 8
points from nine games
mean that they might have
to win four out of their re-
maining five games which
looks to be an uphill task
with this bowling attack
which has been defensive
on most occasions.

At least two among
Rishabh Pant (42 off 24
balls), Mitchell Marsh (37
off 20 balls) and Rovman
Powell (35 off 21 balls)
needed to score in excess
of 60 to make a match of it.

But Mohsin, who pro-
duced disconcerting

bounce with his mostly
back of the length balls,
occasionally slipped in a
fuller blockhole delivery
as his victims included all
the big names like David
Warner (3), Pant, Powell
and Shardul Thakur.

The way he set up Pant
showed Mohsin's cricket-
ing smarts as he bowled
short and wide making the
DC skipper desperate to
reach for the deliveries.

With not much success
coming his way, Pant pre-
empted another short de-
livery which would have
enabled him to play the
pull-shot but to his utter
dismay found one dipping
into blockhole and he
yorked himself.

Once Pant was out, it
was left to Powell but he
was also snuffed out with a
short delivery which he
couldn't clear ending
Delhi's hopes of a win
even as Axar Patel and
Kuldeep Yadav did try
their best.

Earlier, Rahul once
again anchored the in-
nings with a well-crafted
77 in company of an impe-
rious Deepak Hooda but
LSG didn't seize the initia-
tive completely, despite
managing a challenging
195 for 3.

The last five overs yield-
ed 50 runs despite the plat-
form set by the duo, large-
ly due to Marcus Stoinis
(17 no off 16 balls) not
being able to connect the
big shots.

Mumbai, May 01 (PTI):

Guilty of making too
many changes at the top,
Kolkata Knight Riders
would like to find a winning
combination against
Rajasthan Royals and snap
their five-match losing
streak in the IPL here on
Monday.

The form of Venkatesh
Iyer, who is experiencing
second season blues, has a
lot to do with the changes
KKR have been forced to
make regularly at the top of
the order.

Venkatesh's performanc-
es have been underwhelm-
ing to say the least after a
season that helped him get
into the Indian team. After
his struggles at the top, the
team tried him in the mid-
dle-order but that too did
not work.

The southpaw was back
opening alongside Aaron
Finch in the last game but
runs deserted him again.

Making the play-offs from
here looks improbable for
KKR who desperately need
to find their best XI and

stick with it for the remain-
der of the competition.

"A lot of chopping and
changing is happening, it's
been difficult to set up the
right combination, with all
injuries not helping as well.
We need to stick together,
play some fearless cricket,
not be conservative with the
bat.

"Five more matches re-
maining, we need to play
well, show belief and give
something back to the team

and the management, forget
about the past, start fresh
and back your instinct,"
said skipper Shreyas Iyer
after the last game.

Shreyas has had a decent
run as a batter with 290
runs at 36.25 but he has not
got enough support from his
teammates. In his first sea-
son as KKR captain,
Shreyas has shown promise
but needs to inspire his
troops to script a turn-
around.

Alongside Venkatesh, the
dismal run of another re-
tained player Varun
Chakaravarthy has hurt the
team. However, the move to
drop him in the previous
game did not yield the de-
sired results as KKR lost
their fifth game in a row.

The trio of Tim Southee,
Umesh Yadav and Sunil
Narine has been impressive
and will be aiming to keep
the in-form Jos Buttler
quiet.

KKR hope to end top-order woes,
losing streak against Royals

Las Vegas, May 01 (AP):

WBO champion Shakur
Stevenson handed Oscar
Valdez the first loss of his
career in a junior light-
weight championship bout.

Stevenson (18-0, 9 KOs),
who won by unanimous de-
cision (117-110, 118-109, 118-
109), took Valdez's WBC belt
with the victory.

What started out as an
even fight through the first
five rounds turned into a
one-man show after
Stevenson took advantage of
Valdez's huge gamble with
an overhand left that left
him in a vulnerable posi-
tion. Stevenson countered
quickly and dropped Valdez
with a quick left shot to the
temple to seize control of
the bout. Valdez (30-1) wasn't
the same after that round,
and seemingly lost the poise
he started with. Stevenson,
conversely, was in control
the rest of the way, much to
the dismay of the heavily

pro-Valdez crowd inside a
jam-packed MGM Grand
Garden. When ringside re-
porter Bernardo Osuna
asked Stevenson what was
next on his plate, he dropped
to one knee and proposed to
his girlfriend, rapper Young
Lyric. She said yes. On the
main undercard, Nico Ali
Walsh (5-0, 4 KOs), the
grandson of Muhammad
Ali, needed only 2 minutes,
50 seconds to knock out
Alejandro Ibarra (7-2) in

what was supposed to be a
four-round middleweight
special attraction.

After standing toe-to-toe
for much of the round, and
continually landing his
right hook to Ibarra's head,
Ali Walsh set up his out-
matched opponent. After
feinting with his right hand
to open things up, Ali Walsh
landed a quick left and a
devastating right flush on
Ibarra's face for his fourth
career knockout.

Navi Mumbai, May 01 (PTI):

The target of 159 would
have been enough for
Rajasthan Royals if dew
hadn't played a major role,
premier off-spinner
Ravichandran Ashwin
said after his team's five-
wicket loss to Mumbai
Indians in the IPL here.

Suryakumar Yadav and
young Tilak Varma gave
the best 35th birthday
present to their skipper
Rohit Sharma as MI final-
ly opened their account on
Saturday. Chasing a victo-
ry target of 159, MI
reached home in 19.2
overs, courtesy of Surya
(51 off 39 balls) and Tilak
(35 off 30 balls), the two
adding 81 runs for the
third wicket. "I think if
dew hadn't played a part,
that score would've been
enough, but there was
heavy dew, so felt it was 10-
15 runs short," said

Ashwin at the post-match
press conference.

"158 was a competitive
score. It was always going
to be about how well we
started. In fact, we had a
very good powerplay and
got one wicket more than
what Mumbai had at the
front. "So I thought it was
a reasonably good score to
fight and we pretty much
did well with whatever
scores we had this season.
I thought the wicket was a
little sticky to begin
with."

Madrid, May 01 (AP):

Back home, Rafael Nadal looks to re-
sume his season where he left off before
being sidelined by an injury that halted a
great start to his year.

Nadal will seek his fourth title of the
season this week at the Madrid Open as
he returns to action following a rib stress
fracture that kept him out for about a
month. Nadal had won his first 20 match-
es of the year before getting injured in the
semifinals at Indian Wells. He made it to
the final but lost to Taylor Fritz for his
first defeat. Until then, it had been the
third-best start to a season on the ATP
Tour since 1990.

Nadal won the Australian Open for a
record 21st Grand Slam title and also won
in Melbourne and Acapulco. He missed
tournaments in Miami, Monte Carlo and
Barcelona because of the injury.

The 35-year-old Spaniard will be trying
to win the Madrid title for the sixth time,
and first since 2017, though he said last
week he would have few chances of win-
ning after arriving "with minimum
preparation." He will debut against either
Miomir Kecmanovic or Alexander
Bublik. Nadal could face a semifinal
against top-ranked Novak Djokovic, who
has been trying to regain his best form
after a slow start to the season. A three-
time winner in Madrid, Djokovic was

coming off a runner-up finish in Serbia,
where he won three three-set matches be-
fore losing the final to Andrey Rublev.

New Delhi, May 01 (PTI):

India have won a sil-
ver medal at the second
Asian Girls Youth
Beach Handball
Championship in
Bangkok, the national
federation announced
on Sunday.

The Indian girls
twice defeated Hong
Kong, while against the
hosts Thailand they
won once and lost an-
other to finish second
and bag a silver in the
tournament held from
April 25-30.

The Indian team was
represented by
Anushka Chauhan,
Jassi, Sanjana Kumari,
Chetna Devi, Vanshika
Mehta, Isha Majumdar.

Their silver-medal
finish also earned
them a spot in the
World Youth Beach
H a n d b a l l
Championship. The
senior women's team
on the other hand fin-
ished with a bronze.

India win silver 
in Asian Youth

Beach Handball

Madrid, May 01 (AP):

Simona Halep played
some of her best tennis at
the Madrid Open again in
defeating home crowd
favourite Paula Badosa in
straight sets to reach the
last 16 on Saturday for the
seventh time in 11 appear-
ances.

The two-time Madrid
Open champion had 21 win-
ners as she defeated No. 2-
ranked Badosa 6-3, 6-1 on
the Caja M gica center
court.

"I knew that I have to be
for every point focused and
to give everything I have,

and I did it great today," the
21st-ranked Halep said.

"I'm really pleased with
the way I played."

Badosa, at a career-high
ranking, converted only
one of her seven break
points against Halep. The
Spaniard broke through on
home soil last year with a
run to the Madrid semifi-
nals as a 62nd-ranked wild
card. "She's played at a real-
ly good level, all of her
merit, and I haven't played
very well," Badosa said.

"I missed absolutely
everything. That's why I
was only able to win four
games. ... At the important
moments, the ball fell her
side, and at the end of the
day we just have to give her
an applause. That's why
she's a champion in this
sport." Halep won consecu-
tive titles in Madrid in 2016
and 2017, and was runner-
up in 2014 and 2019. She has
29 main draw wins, behind
only the 31 she has at the
Australian Open and
Roland Garros. Only three-
time champion Petra
Kvitova has won more main
draw matches than Halep
in Madrid, with 32.

Mary Com offers
free coaching

Thiruvananthapuram, May 01 (PTI):

Renowned boxer and
Olympic medallist Mary
Kom on Saturday offered
free training to the best
boxing talents from Kerala
at her academy. Kom, who
was in the state to attend
the inaugural function of
the first-ever Kerala
Olympic Games organised
by the state Olympic
Association, said her only
wish is to win a gold medal
at the Olympics. Much at-
tention is being paid to the
Commonwealth Games,
which will take place in
England in July, she at a
press meet. "Kerala has
provided many boxers.
Today, there are no emerg-
ing international boxing
players from Kerala. When
talented young boxers
from Kerala come, we will
give free training at our
academy. "Organisations
like the Olympic
Association should take
the initiative to nurture
such international ath-
letes," the pugilist said.

Olympians P R Sreejesh,
Bajrang Poonia and Ravi
Dahiya also attended the
press meet.

Halep beats No 2 Badosa to
return to Madrid Open last 16

Stevenson outpoints Valdez in 
dominating win, takes WBC belt

If dew hadn’t played a
part, 158 would've been

enough: Ashwin

Nadal returns from injury at Madrid Open

Mohsin’s four-for downs Capitals
as Super Giants continue to soar
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Former union minister Vijay Goel along with North Delhi Mayor Raja Iqbal Singh participates in a cleanliness drive

ahead of Eid-ul-Fitr, at Jama Masjid area, in New Delhi, Sunday.

CLEANLINESS DRIVE

A Muslim vendor sells sweets ahead of the upcoming festival of Eid-ul-Fitr, in front of Nakhoda Masjid, in Kolkata,
Sunday.

EID-UL-FITR PREPARATIONS
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Jamshedpur, May 01 (PTI):

Terming the Jharkhand
government “inefficient”,
BJP leader and former
chief minister Raghubar
Das has accused the JMM-
led dispensation of not
planning in advance to
avoid power cuts in the
state during summer.

Addressing a rally or-
ganised by the saffron
party’s Jamshedpur
Mahanagar Committee in
Birsanagar on Saturday to
protest against the acute
electricity shortage, Das
said industries, business-
es, hospitals and supply of
water were badly affected
owing to the prolonged
power outage.

Students are facing chal-
lenges due to the inade-
quate power supply at a
time when their board ex-
aminations are going on,
he said, adding that the
steel city of Jamshedpur
is experiencing “15-17
hours of power cut amid

the heatwave condition.
“The outrage over the

acute power crisis in
Jharkhand, one of the
largest coal-producing
states in the country, is
due to the inefficient
Hemant Soren govern-
ment and its lack of pre-
planning to tackle such sit-
uation,” the BJP’s nation-
al vice president said
while addressing the
“Akroah March” here.

Had the JMM-led gov-
ernment pre-planned to
tackle the prevailing situa-
tion, it would have made

power purchase agree-
ments with utilities such
as Tata Power, DVC or any
other company, Das said.

Chief Minister Hemant
Soren had recently admit-
ted that the state is unable
to meet the peak demand,
but said his government
has sanctioned additional
funds for buying power
from the open market
through energy ex-
changes. “The heat is be-
yond imagination... sever-
al states in the country are
facing shortage of power.
It is also difficult to pur-
chase power from the open
market due to high rates
and competition among
states,” the CM had said.

Das claimed that the
previous BJP government
in Jharkhand had signed a
memorandum of under-
standing with authorities
of Patratu Thermal Power
Station and NTPC to pro-
duce 4,000 megawatt of
power by 2024 with 800
MW in the first phase.

‘J’khand power crisis due to
lack of pre-planning by govt’

Raghubar Das

Rudraksha
saplings planted
at DSVV campus

DDeehhrraadduunn,,  MMaayy  0011  ((PPTTII))::
Rudraksha saplings were plant-
ed on the precincts of a Shiva
temple on Haridwar-based Dev
Sanskriti Vishwa Vidyalaya
campus on Sunday to mark the
600th week of a countrywide
weekly tree plantation drive
being run by the Gayatri
Parivar since 2010.

Gayatri Parivar volunteers
from Kolkata have planted
more than one crore saplings
so far in around 300 towns of
West Bengal, Jharkhand,
Madhya Pradesh, Uttar
Pradesh and Maharashtra
under the drive, Kolkata
Gayatri Parivar youth group
chief Ravi Sharma said.
Speaking on the occasion,
Gayatri Parivar head Pranav
Pandya said large-scale tree
plantation is the only way to
counter the effects of global
warming.

“We should draw inspiration
from countries like Singapore
where every individual con-
tributes to a countrywide plan-
tation campaign by planting
saplings on his own. We should
also plant trees wherever we
can,” Pandya said.

Aurangabad, May 01 (PTI):

AIMIM chief
Asaduddin Owaisi has
said BJP leaders talk
about bringing a Uniform
Civil Code, but the country
does not require it as of
now, and focus should be
on the growth of economy
and generating employ-
ment. The Lok Sabha
member from Hyderabad
was talking to reporters
here on Saturday after at-
tending an Iftar party or-
ganised by All India
M a j l i s - e - I t t e h a d u l
Muslimeen’s (AIMIM)
Aurangabad MP Imtiaz
Jaleel. “Union Home
Minister Amit Shah and
BJP leaders are saying
that they will bring a
Uniform Civil Code, but it
is not the country’s need

today. The economy has
gone down...passenger
trains in the country are
being cancelled to trans-
port coal (in the wake of
electricity crisis). The un-
employment is growing
which requires focus,”
Owaisi said. The Law com-
mission has also said that
the Uniform Civil Code is

not needed, he added. On
MNS chief Raj
Thackeray’s rally sched-
uled in Aurangabad on
Sunday evening, Owaisi
said as the government
has now given permission
for it and it is their respon-
sibility to maintain law
and order. “We feel the en-
vironment in
Maharashtra should be
peaceful,” he said. The
state has been witnessing
a political slugfest be-
tween the ruling Maha
Vikas Aghadi (MVA) coali-
tion of the Shiv Sena, NCP
and Congress, and the op-
position BJP.

Recently, Raj Thackeray
sought to corner the Shiv
Sena, which swears by
‘Hindutva’, by demanding
that loudspeakers on
mosques be removed.

‘Focus must on employment &
economy, not on bringing UCC’

Asaduddin Owaisi

Khargone, May 01 (PTI):

A 24-hour curfew will
be in force on Eid-al-Fitr
and Akshaya Tritiya in
Madhya Pradesh’s
Khargone and people have
been asked to celebrate the
upcoming festivals at
home in the city, where vi-
olence was reported dur-
ing a Ram Navami proces-
sion on April 10, officials
said on Sunday.

People can make pur-
chases for the festivals on
Sunday, when the curfew
has been relaxed from 8
am to 5 pm, they said.

The festival of Eid-al-
Fitr will be celebrated ei-
ther on May 2 or May 3 de-
pending on the moon
sighting, while Akshaya
Tritiya, considered auspi-
cious for beginning new
ventures, marriages and

expensive investments
such as in gold, will be cel-
ebrated on May 3.

After a ‘peace commit-
tee’ meeting, Khargone’s
Additional Collector
Sumer Singh Mujalda told
reporters on Saturday
night that there will be no
relaxation in curfew on
May 2 and May 3 in the
wake of the festivals.

No marriage functions
will be allowed in the city
on Akshaya Tritiya, he
said.

People can go out of sta-
tion on Sunday to attend
marriage functions, the of-
ficial said, while urging
people to celebrate the fes-
tivals at home.

For students appearing
in various exams, special
passes will be issued, he
said. “The administration
can make changes in these

decisions as per the pre-
vailing circumstances,” he
added. Khargone’s in-
charge Superintendent of
Police Rohit Kashwani
said additional forces have
been called from other dis-
tricts to maintain law and
order situation in the city
in view of the festivals.

Temporary jails have
been set up and those vio-
lating the curfew will not
be spared, he said.

The curfew in the city
has been relaxed on
Sunday for nine hours -
from 8 am to 5 pm, he said.

Curfew was clamped in
the city after the violence
on April 10, during which
shops and houses were
damaged, vehicles torched
and stones hurled. Since
April 14, the local adminis-
tration has been relaxing
the curfew for some hours.

No curfew relaxation in violence-hit Khargone 
On Eid, Akshaya Tritiya

Guwahati, May 01 (PTI):

The NIA has conducted
searches at two locations in
Assam’s Kamrup district
in connection with a case
involving members of the
outlawed CPI(Maoist) who
allegedly worked to spread
their network in the north-
east region of the country,
the NIA said on Sunday.
The case pertains to the ar-
rest of Maoist leader Arun
Kumar Bhattacharjee, a
member of the CPI
(Maoist)’s Central
Committee, and Akash
Orang, a member of its
Assam State Organising
Committee, by the Assam
Police in Cachar district in
March, an official
spokesperson of the NIA
said. Bhattacharjee, known
as ‘Kanchan Da’, was
nabbed from a tea garden

under Udharbond police
station in March. The 72-
year-old leader was tasked
with setting up a state-level
committee of the CPI
(Maoist) in Assam and cre-
ate a “red corridor” from a
neighbouring country to
other Maoist-hit states of
India like Jharkhand,
Odisha, Chhattisgarh,
Telangana and Andhra
Pradesh. “He is a big catch
for Guwahati Police... His
job was also to organise
state party congress, re-
cruit local cadres and pur-
chase weapons here. We
seized one laptop, a mobile
phone, a huge amount of
incriminating documents
and Rs 3.6 lakh cash from
his possession,” Guwahati
Police Commissioner
Harmeet Singh had told a
press conference after his
arrest in March.

NIA conducts searches in
Assam in CPI(Maoist) case

Panaji, May 01 (PTI):

Goa Information and
Technology Minister
Rohan Khaunte’s appeal to
parents to stop treating
smartphone as a reward for
their children has been
supported by academicians
who are of the view that
the overuse of gadgets
should be checked, but
some parents say it is un-
avoidable in these times of
online education. Khaunte
on Friday said a recent sur-
vey by the National
Commission for Protection
of Child Rights has re-
vealed that mobile phone
addiction is taking a seri-
ous toll on children. “We
should stop treating smart-
phones as rewards for chil-

dren. Let them know that
it’s just a gadget to tide over
the COVID-19 pandemic re-
strictions on regular
schooling,” he had said.
Reacting to it, renowned ac-
ademician Narayan Desai
told PTI that the “overuse
and misuse of gadgets by
students is something that
we need to counter”.
Proper thinking and plan-
ning should be done at the
level of educational institu-
tions. The parents and stu-
dents cannot shun the
gadgets completely as the
new educational policy
(NEP) speaks of using mul-
timedia and make the child
a self- learner, he said. The
NEP insists that the child
should be gadget savvy, he
claimed, adding the

COVID-19 pandemic has led
to several disasters and one
of them is students overus-
ing mobiles for their
schooling. He said teachers
and parents should come
together to find a way out.
Goa resident Sanchita Pai
Raikar, whose son is study-
ing in Class 5, said since the
time online education be-
came a norm, children
have their own gadgets.
“The parental control over
it is almost nil,” she said.
Former chief of Indian
Medical Association’s Goa
unit Dr Shekhar Salkar
said many parents have
started approaching psy-
chologists on how to reduce
the use of mobile phones
by children. Everyone
agrees there is a need for

digital detoxification. It is a
good thing that the thought
is coming from the govern-
ment, but who will actually
do it is a question,” he said.
The Goa Technology
Association (GTA), an um-
brella body of various tech-
nology-related industries,
said the minister has raised
the right issue at right time.
Winning a video game and
getting ‘likes’ on a picture
releases dopamine, a feel-
good chemical in the brain,
just like drinking alcohol
or using drugs does. Over a
period of time, we begin to
crave for this dopamine re-
lease, which compels us to
use technology and inter-
net-enabled devices even
more, GTA president
Milind Anvekar claimed.

Academicians back Govt appeal 
to check use of smartphones by children

Parents say online education makes gadgets necessary

New Delhi, May 01 (PTI):

Stating that ensuring
adequate fuel supply to
thermal power plants is its
“priority”, public sector
miner Coal India has
asked its employees to step
up efforts and breach the
production and offtake tar-
get of 700 million tonnes
for FY23. In a letter to the
employees of Coal India
Limited (CIL), the compa-
ny’s chairman-cum-man-
aging director Pramod
Agrawal said that the com-
pany’s priority is to make
sure that the electricity
generating units are well
stocked with domestic fuel
amid the ongoing power
shortage. “Coal India’s pri-
ority is to ensure that the
nation’s power plants are

well stocked with domestic
coal and the country gets
power at just price. The
aim should be to securitise
energy at least cost,”
Agrawal said and asked
the employees to treat the
targets as “sacrosanct”.
“Do not let any complacen-
cy seep in. Drawing inspi-
ration from the perform-
ance of FY22, let us consol-

idate it further in FY23 to
breach the 700 MT output
and offtake targets,” the
CMD said. The country, he
said, looks up to Coal India
for fuelling its energy
needs. “It then becomes
not only our responsibility
but a corporate obligation
to live up to that great ex-
pectation,” he added.

Every year throws up
new challenges and new
difficulties, Agrawal said
and asked his employees
to be prepared to face
them. “There is no way of
skirting around the issue,”
he said. The company’s
supplies to the power sec-
tor during FY22 soared to
an all-time high of 540.4
MT with a whopping 95.4
MT volume surge com-
pared to FY21.

‘CIL’s priority is to ensure power
plants are well-stocked with coal’

CMD Pramod Agrawal

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  MMaayy  0011  ((PPTTII)):: Early
education of a child must be in
mother tongue, Vice President
M Venkaiah Naidu said on
Sunday. Addressing the inau-
gural ceremony of the Delhi
University centenary celebra-
tions, Naidu said the Indian
education system must also
focus on “our culture”. “If the
early education is given to a
child in mother tongue they
will be able to grasp it. If given
in another language, first they
have to learn the language and
then they will understand,” he
said. He emphasized that chil-
dren must learn their mother
tongue first and then other lan-
guages. “One must have profi-
ciency in their languages and
have original ideas,” he added.
Vice President Naidu, who is
the chancellor of the universi-
ty, was the chief guest at the

event and Dharmendra
Pradhan, Minister of
Education, was the guest of
honour. The vice president
launched a commemorative
coin of hundred-rupee denomi-
nation, a commemorative cen-
tenary stamp, and a commem-
orative centenary volume
(booklet) — a pictorial repre-
sentation of the journey of the
university. Naidu also invoked
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s remarks at an event on
Saturday where the latter
underlined the need to encour-
age the use of local language in
courts. “Yesterday PM Modi
also talked about the need for
local languages in courts. Why
courts alone, it should be
implemented everywhere,” he
added. He congratulated Delhi
University for completing 100
years. “I would like to congrat-

ulate all the people for the
growth, development and
progress of this university and
for making this one of the pres-
tigious institutions,” he added.
Naidu also launched
Undergraduate Curricular
Framework (UGCF) 2022 (Hindi
version), Undergraduate
Curricular Framework (UGCF)
2022 (Sanskrit version), and a
brochure, University of Delhi: A
Glimpse - a reservoir of the his-
torical landmarks achieved by
the University.

Speaking at the event,
Pradhan said the promotion of
local languages will help in
channelling students’ creativi-
ty. “The national education pol-
icy emphasised the importance
of local language. The local
language help in channelling
the creativity of a student,”
Pradhan noted.

VP pitches for early education
of children in mother tongue

New Delhi, May 01 (PTI):

The Supreme Court has
directed the National
Legal Services Authority
(NALSA) to apprise it
about the number of cases
initiated till date under the
Protection of Women from
Domestic Violence Act,
2005.

A bench of Justices U U
Lalit, S Ravindra Bhat and
P S Narasimha said that in
order to elicit details on
this behalf, NALSA may
send an appropriate ques-
tionnaire to the State
Legal Services Authorities
and obtain requisite infor-
mation.

“In order to enable this
Court to have complete in-
formation, we call upon
NALSA to state about the
number of cases under the

Protection of Women from
Domestic Violence Act,
2005; (initiated till date and
pending) and in how many
cases the services of
Protection Officer/Service
Provider or shelter homes
were required to be ex-
tended,” the bench said.

Additional Solicitor
General Aishwarya Bhati,
appearing for the Centre,
told the bench that Project
Shakti contemplated by
the Ministry of Women
and Child Development as
well as other projects
under the auspices of the
Ministry of Law and
Justice are at the stage of
formalisation. Bhati said
Mission Shakti has al-
ready received Cabinet ap-
proval. The top court has
posted the matter for hear-
ing on July 20.

SC seeks number of cases initiated
under Domestic Violence Act-2005



Service
AAggaarrttaallaa:: The Tripura
government will intro-
duce mobile veterinary
health services for ailing
farm animals, a senior
state minister has said.
Animal Resource
Development Minister
Bhagaban Das on
Saturday said that 12 vet-
erinary mobile vans
equipped with surgery
facilities, laboratories and
doctors would provide
health services to ailing
animals such as cows,
goats and pigs. A state-
level toll free number will
be operationalised and
help will be provided
within 20 minutes of
receiving calls from farm
animal owners, he said.

Rescue
KKoocchhii:: Indian Coast Guard
on Sunday morning res-
cued all six crew members
of MSV Malabar Light
which capsized eight nauti-
cal miles off Beypore coast
due to flooding in Engine
Room. Coast guard inter-
ceptor boat, C-404, rescued
the crew from the sinking
boat at around 3 AM today,
Navy said. Navy said the
vessel was enroute to
Androth in Lakshadweep
with livestock, construction
materials etc.

Anniv
HHoowwrraahh:: Hundreds of
devotees gathered at the
Belur Math on Sunday
morning as Ramakrishna
Mission, founded by
Swami Vivekananda, cel-
ebrated its 125th anniver-
sary. Ramakrishna
Mission president Swami
Smarananandaji Maharaj
said the teachings of
Swami Vivekananda and
Ramakrishna
Paramahansa helped the
organisation in moving
forward on its path of
service to humanity. 

Mishap
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Three people
died and two others suf-
fered injuries in a high-
impact crash involving a
car and a motorcycle that
caused the four-wheeler to
overturn in east Delhi's
Shakarpur area on Sunday,
police said. After the acci-
dent that occurred in the
early hours, all seven car
occupants -- members of a
family -- were taken out of
the vehicle by the police,
they said.

Arrest
IImmpphhaall:: An insurgent
belonging to the pro-
scribed People's Liberation
Army (PLA) outfit has been
apprehended in Manipur's
Bishnupur district, Assam
Rifles said in a statement.
Acting on a tip-off, a joint
team of Manipur Police
and Assam Rifles conduct-
ed a search operation in
Kodompokpi Lamkhai area
on Friday and nabbed the
militant, it said.  The insur-
gent has been handed over
to Nambol police station
for further investigation, it
added.
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A person from the LGBTQIA+
community participates in a rally
for their demand for equal rights

and respect, on International
Labour Day, in Kolkata, Sunday.
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New Delhi, May 01 (PTI) 

Ahead of his visit to
Germany, Denmark and
France, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Sunday
said his trip to Europe
comes at a time when the re-
gion faces many challenges
and choices, and that he in-
tends to strengthen the spirit
of cooperation with India's
European partners.

In a statement, Modi said
he will be visiting Berlin on
May 2 at the invitation of
German Chancellor Olaf
Scholz, following which he
will travel to Copenhagen on
May 3-4 at the invitation of
his Danish counterpart
Mette Frederiksen to hold
bilateral engagements and
also participate in the
Second India-Nordic

Summit. On the way back to
India, Modi said, he will
make a brief stopover in
Paris for a meeting with
French President
Emmanuel Macron. "My
visit to Europe comes at a
time when the region faces
many challenges and choic-
es," Modi said. "Through my
engagements, I intend to
strengthen the spirit of co-
operation with our
European partners, who are
important companions in
India's quest for peace and

prosperity," the prime minis-
ter said in his departure
statement. The visit comes
amid the Ukraine crisis,
which has united much of
Europe against Russia.
Detailing his engagements,
Modi said his visit to Berlin
will be an opportunity to
hold detailed bilateral dis-
cussions with Chancellor
Scholz, whom he met at G20
last year in his previous ca-
pacity as Vice-Chancellor
and Finance Minister. "We
will co-chair the 6th India-
Germany Inter-
G o v e r n m e n t a l
Consultations (IGC), a
unique biennial format
which India conducts only
with Germany. Several
Indian ministers will also
travel to Germany and hold
consultations with their
German counterparts,"
Modi said. The prime minis-
ter said he sees this IGC as
an early engagement with
the new government in

Germany, within six months
of its formation, which will
be helpful to identify priori-
ties for the medium and long
term. In 2021, India and
Germany commemorated 70
years of the establishment of
diplomatic relations and
have been strategic partners
since 2000, he noted.

"I look forward to ex-
changing views with
Chancellor Scholz on strate-
gic, regional and global de-
velopments that concern us
both," Modi said.

Noting that the long stand-
ing commercial ties between
India and Germany form
one of the pillars of their
strategic partnership, Modi
said Chancellor Scholz and
he will also jointly address a
Business Roundtable with
the goal of energising their
industry to industry cooper-
ation, which will help
strengthen the post-Covid
economic recovery in both
countries.

Surajpur, May 01: 

A 50-year-old woman
was killed in attack by a
wild elephant in Surajpur
district of Chhattisgarh, a
forest official said on
Sunday.

The victim, identified as
Balo, a native of Aghina
Salka village, was attacked
by the rogue elephant
when she went to pick
woods with three other
women in the nearby for-
est area in Gerwamuda
village in Pratappur forest
range on Saturday
evening, Pratappur forest
range SDO Ashutosh
Bhagat said.

The victim had come to
meet her daughter at her
in-laws' place in that vil-
lage.

"She came face-to-face
with the elephant. The en-
raged wild animal ran
after the woman and
slammed her on the
ground with its trunk
when she tried to escape
and she died on the spot,"
he said.

Three other women
managed to escape from
the spot, he added.

After being alerted, a
team of forest officials
reached the spot, he said,
adding that a tusker

named 'Pyare' might be the
one that killed the woman.

Presently, seven wild ele-
phants are roaming in
Pratappur forest range, he
added.

The family of the de-
ceased was given an in-
stant relief amount of Rs
25,000, while the remain-
ing Rs 5.75 lakh will be dis-
bursed post legal formali-
ties, the official said.

Human-elephant con-
flicts in the northern part
of the state had been a
major cause of concern
for the last one decade,
while the menace has fur-
ther spread its footprint in
some districts of the cen-
tral region in the last few
years.

The districts which have
been facing the menace
mainly are Surguja,
Raigarh, Korba, Surajpur,
Mahasamund, Dhamtari,
Gariaband, Balod,
Balrampur and Kanker.

According to the forest
department, as many as
204 people were killed in
elephant attacks in the last
three years, while 45 jum-
bos died in the state dur-
ing that period.

New Delhi, May 01 (PTI): 

As Prime Minister
Narendra Modi embarks
on a tour of three
European nations, India on
Sunday once again called
for the cessation of hostili-
ties in Ukraine and resolu-
tion of the conflict through
dialogue and diplomacy,
noting that was an appreci-
ation of its position on the
crisis by its partner coun-
tries.

At a media briefing,
newly appointed Foreign
Secretary Vinay Mohan
Kwatra underlined the
"context, clarity, impor-
tance and positive dimen-
sion" of India's position on
Ukraine and asserted that
there should not be any
doubt about it.

On his first trip abroad
this year, Modi will embark

on a three-day visit to
Germany, Denmark and
France beginning Monday
amid the ongoing crisis in
Ukraine. "Our position on
Ukraine has been clear.
First, there should be a ces-
sation of hostilities; sec-
ond, a solution must be
found out through dialogue
and diplomacy," he said,
adding this view has been
conveyed very clearly to
various countries.

The foreign secretary
said the visit is focused on
expanding India's bilateral
ties with the three
European nations in a
range of areas including
trade and investment,
clean energy, digital tech-
nology and defence, and
added that the Ukraine
issue will figure in the
talks as part of discussions
on regional and global de-

velopments. He said India's
international partners
have an understanding of
its standpoint on Ukraine
and they even have a deep
appreciation for it.

Kwatra said discussions
on energy security will be
one of the key areas of dis-
cussion during Modi's visit
as it has assumed greater
significance in the current
circumstances.

There has been a wider
debate and discussion in
Europe over ending de-
pendence on its reliance on
Russian energy in view of
its attack on Ukraine.

The foreign secretary
talked about the "changing
elements" of energy securi-
ty, its impact on developing
countries like India, the
challenges in the sector
and the mitigation of the
challenges.

Kolkata, May 01 (PTI): 

A Trinamool Congress
MLA has courted controver-
sy as he was seen in a pur-
ported video telling party
workers to ensure that oppo-
sition parties cannot field
candidates in next year's
panchayat election in his
constituency and even if
they do, their nominees
should not get a single vote.

Confirming that he had
made the statement, Kalyan
Ghosh, the TMC legislator of
Domjur in Howrah district,
alleged that only a part of
his speech was kept in the
video out of context as the
remaining portion was
deleted by the opposition .
The BJP claimed that this re-
flects the disrespect the rul-
ing party of West Bengal has
for democracy. In the video
which has gone viral on

Sunday, Ghosh said, "We are
looking for a day when the
opposition would not have
any candidate in the 2023
panchayat polls in Domjur.
Even if there are opposition
candidates, ensure that no
candidate gets a single vote."
Ghosh won the 2021
Assembly election defeating
the BJP's Rajib
Bandyopadhyay.

Mumbai, May 01 (PTI):

M a h a r a s h t r a
Chief Minister and
Shiv Sena president
Uddhav Thackeray
on Sunday said since

he had seen the BJP de-
ceive his "gullible" father
and Sena founder Bal
Thackeray, he himself was
acting shrewdly with that
party and cannot ignore
the "games" it played in
the guise of Hindutva.

In a veiled attack on
Maharashtra Navnirman
Sena (MNS) president and
his estranged cousin Raj
Thackeray, the chief min-
ister said he does not pay
attention to "new players"
of Hindutva. Without
naming the MNS, he also
said the party was making
experiments to see if any
cause was working for it

or not. Speaking during an
interaction organised by
Marathi daily 'Loksatta',
Uddhav Thackeray ac-
cused the BJP of deceiving
Bal Thackeray during the
latter's lifetime when the
two parties were still part-
ners.

"It is alleged that the
Shiv Sena is not the same
which it was during
Balasaheb Thackeray's

time. It is right. Balasaheb
bhole hote (Balasaheb was
gullible)," he said. "I have
myself seen how you de-
ceived Balasaheb from
time to time. Hence, I am
behaving a bit shrewdly
with you. I am not gullible.
He was ignoring the
games you played in the
guise of Hindutva. But I
won't ignore it," he added.

The chief minister said
his father inculcated
Hindutva in him.

When asked about Raj
Thackeray, he said, "I don't
pay attention to such play-
ers. People have experi-
enced exactly what games
these players play and on
what grounds. Sometimes
they play the game of
Marathi, sometimes of
Hindutva the people of
Maharashtra have seen
such games."

New Delhi, May 01 (PTI) 

The price of 19-kg com-
mercial LPG cylinder was
on Sunday hiked by Rs
102.50, the third straight
monthly increase.

With this, the 19-kg com-
mercial cooking gas cylin-
der will now cost Rs
2,355.50, according to a
price notification of state-
owned fuel retailers.

The commercial LPG
price was increased by Rs
105 on March 1 and by Rs
250 on April 1. However,
there has been no change
in the prices of domestic
gas cylinders. In March,
the price of domestic cook-
ing gas (LPG) was hiked by
Rs 50 per cylinder. A 14.2-kg
LPG cylinder is costing Rs
949.50 in Delhi from March
22 onwards.

New Delhi, May 01 (PTI) 

India is the biggest target
of cyber threats to educa-
tional institutions and on-
line platforms followed by
the USA, the UK, Indonesia
and Brazil, according to a
report.

The report also says that
the adoption of remote
learning during the COVID-
19 pandemic, digitisation of
education, and prevalence
of online learning plat-
forms are key triggers that

enlarged the attack surface.
The report, titled "Cyber
Threats Targeting the
Global Education Sector",
also claimed that data
shows a 20 per cent increase
in cyber threats to the glob-
al education sector in the
first three months of 2022
when compared to the cor-
responding period of 2021.

The report has been com-
piled by the Threat
Research and Information
Anayltics Division of
CloudSEK, a Singapore-
based AI-driven Digital
Risk Management
Enterprise. CloudSEK's
XVigil platform scours

thousands of sources
(across the surface, deep
and dark web) to detect
cyber threats, data leaks,
brand threats and identity
thefts.

"Of the threats detected
in Asia and Pacific last
year, 58 per cent of them
were targeted at Indian or
India based educational in-
stitutions and online plat-
form. Indonesia was distant
second being the target of
10 per cent cyber threats.
This included attacks on
BYJU's, IIM Kojhikode and
Tamil Nadu's Directorate of
Technical Education," the
report said.

New Delhi, May 01 (PTI): 

Delhi-based journalist
Eric Massey says he has
lost faith in the idea of
God after fate snatched
away his mother after she
contracted coronavirus
infection last year in
April amid the deadly
second wave of the pan-
demic which had
wreaked a havoc in the
city.

The 30-year-old scribe,
whose brother and sister
also had been admitted to
a hospital in Rohini dur-
ing the COVID-19 wave
dominated by the Delta
variant, recalled how the

three siblings had spoken
last with their mother on
a family video call, on her
birthday on April 22 last
year before losing her
two days later to alleged
"oxygen shortage" at a
private facility.

"We prayed all our lives.
We prayed so hard when
my mom got infected and
admitted to a hospital.
But, my mom and other
good people died as if
there was no tomorrow.
Now, I don't have much
faith in the idea of God,
and whether He exists.
Families after families just
suffered terribly in the
second wave," he said.

Srinagar, May 01 (PTI): 

Seventeen Kashmiri
youths who had travelled
to Pakistan on valid trav-
el documents but
sneaked back into the
valley have been killed in
anti-terror operations,
with officials raising con-
cerns that the ISI has
adopted a new modus
operandi to paint the mil-
itancy here as an indige-
nous movement.

Since 2015, a large

number of youngsters
procured travel docu-
ments to visit Pakistan to
pursue higher studies,
meet relatives or for mar-
riage purposes, officials
said. Recently, the
University Grants
Commission and the All
Indian Council for
Technical Education, the
higher and technical edu-
cation regulators of the
country, had issued a
statement, advising stu-
dents not to travel to
Pakistan for pursuing
higher education.

‘Aim to strengthen cooperation
with European partners’

̈ Important companions
in quest for peace,
prosperity

Wild tusker kills woman in Surajpur

The victim, identified as
Balo, a native of Aghina
Salka village, was attacked
by the rogue elephant when
she went to pick woods with
three other women in the
nearby forest area in
Gerwamuda village in
Pratappur forest range on
Saturday evening. She came
face-to-face with the ele-
phant. The enraged wild
animal ran after the woman
and slammed her on the
ground with its trunk when
she tried to escape and she
died on the spot.The victim
had come to meet her
daughter at her in-laws'
place in that village.

The family of the deceased
was given an instant relief
amount of Rs 25,000, while
the remaining Rs 5.75 lakh
will be disbursed post legal
formalities.

About the incident

Relief distributed

CONTROVERSIAL STATEMENT

‘Oppn should not be able to field
candidates in panchayat polls’

Modi to discuss stand on
Ukraine during Europe visit

CELEBRATING SUCCESS

Students throw their graduation caps during the convocation ceremony of KLE
Technological University, in Hubballi, Sunday. 

Commercial
LPG price hiked
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‘You deceived Balasaheb, I’m not gullible’

Kalyan Ghosh

Ahmedabad, May 01: 

Addressing his first public rally
since the Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) formed a government in
Punjab, AAP national convenor
and Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal lashed out at the
Bharatiya Janta Party (BJP) in
Gujarat on Sunday, mocking it
for “creating a world record in
paper leaks” and criticised the
“derelict condition of schools
and hospitals” in the state. He
also challenged the ruling party
saying that the AAP will defeat
it in the upcoming Assembly
polls to be held later this year.
Kejriwal was addressing a tribal
gathering in Chanderia village
in Bharuch district’s Valia on
Sunday, where the party
announced an alliance with
Chhotubhai Vasava’s Bharatiya
Tribal Party (BTP) and urged
the people of Gujarat to “break
the arrogance of the BJP” by
voting the AAP into power.
Speaking from the dais of the

Adivasi Mahasammelan and
flanked by AAP leaders Gopal
Italia, Isudan Gadhvi, Indranil
Rajyaguru, and BTP supremo
Chhotubhai along with his son
and BTP president Mahesh
Vasava, who is also the MLA
from Dediapada, Kejriwal dared
the BJP to call early polls, as
was being speculated in politi-
cal circles.

“I have heard speculations that

Gujarat elections will happen

early because they (BJP) are

scared of the AAP… We have

formed two governments in

Delhi and one recently in

Punjab, and now it is the turn of

Gujarat… They (BJP) feel that if

they give us time till December,

Gujarat will turn towards AAP.

But I am telling you I am a

fakkad (poor happy person), I

only have the hand of God and

the support of the people… You

(BJP) can conduct elections

now or six months later, I will

defeat you,” Kejriwal asserted.

‘I will defeat you’: Kejriwal
challenges BJP in Guj

A year on, loss of loved
ones to Covid still rankles

‘Indian education sector
biggest target of cyber threats’
̈ Remote learning

among key triggers̈ 17 killed so far

‘Kashmiri youths travelling
to Pak on valid visas sneak

back in with terrorists’
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Bhilai, May 01: On the oc-
casion of May Day,
#Bore_Basi was trending
on social media through-
out the day on social media
particularly in
Chhattisgarh region.
People responded enthusi-
astically to Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel’s call to
consume the traditional
Chhattisgarhi delicacy
Bore – Basi on the occasion
of International Workers’
Day as a mark of respect

towards the working class
of the society. A number of
top politicians, bureau-
crats, government officials,
local elected representa-
tives and common people
shared their pics and
videos of consuming Bore
Basi on social media plat-
forms and extended May
Day greetings to all. This
year’s International
Workers’ Day became a his-
toric day for Chhattisgarh.
Almost every citizen of the

district began his day by
eating Bore - Basi. There is
a tradition in Chhattisgarh
to go to work after eating
Bore Basi. This traditional
delicacy is a rich source of
essential nutrients and
keeps the body cool during
the summer season. In vil-
lages, the farmers eat Bore
– Basi in the morning
which helps them to work
in the fields even during
the scorching summer. On
the special occasion of

Labour Day, everyone fol-
lowed the traditional eat-
ing habit in a special way.
Home Minister
Tamradhwaj Sahu, MLA
Arun Vora, MLA Devendra
Yadav, Mayor Dheeraj
Bakliwal consumed Bore –
Basi at their home as well
as with the workers.
Divisional Commissioner
Mahadev Kande, IG Badri
Narayan Meena, Collector
Dr Sarveshwar Narendra
Bhure and SP Dr Abhishek

Pallav also enjoyed the tra-
ditional delicacy. Collector
Dr Bhure was in Pune with
his family where he con-
sumed Bore – Basi. SP Dr
Abhishek Pallav enjoyed
the Bore – Basi with the po-
lice officers. Labour Officer
RK Pradhan started the
day with the workers in his
office by eating Bore – Basi.
At the project spots of
MGNREGA, all the work-
ers started the day by eat-
ing Bore - Basi. Along with

public representatives,
common people also
showed keen interest in
this campaign. People stat-
ed that Bore – Basi is an in-
tegral food of Chhattisgarh
and it is full of nutritious
properties and it keeps the
body fresh during the sum-
mer days. Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel has made
this effort to save our food
culture and has inspired all
of us to eat stale sacks in
honour of labourers on
Labour Day.

The citizens of Durg city
stated that our identity is
not only a geographical
identity but it includes cul-
tural identity and also the
food traditions.
Chhattisgarh is known as
the bowl of rice and many
delicacies made of rice are
very famous.

Among these, people are
fond of Bore and Basi. The
initiative taken in the hon-
our of labourers is actually
a respect for the cultural
traditions of food.

#Bore_Basi trends on social media; 
people consume Chhattisgarhi delicacy 

Home Minister Tamradhwaj Sahu Divisional Commissioner Mahadev Kavre Collector Dr Bhure with family

Bhilai, May 01: 

Labour Day was cele-
brated in a special way in
the entire state including
Steel City on Sunday. In
order to give respect to
the laborers of the state,
CM Bhupesh Baghel had
urged all to consume
Bore – Basi to celebrate
May 01. On the instruc-
tions and guidance of
CM Bhupesh Baghel,
MLA Bhilai Nagar
Devendra Yadav also en-
joyed consuming Bore –
Basi along with pickles,
salt, curd onion and
mango chutney.

MLA Devendra Yadav
said that the initiative
taken by Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel in the
honour of laborers is ap-
preciable. “We all must
eat Bore – Basi as it is
very tasty and very bene-
ficial for health. I have
been eating Basi in the
summer days and it is
my favourite dish in the
summer as it keeps the
body healthy and there is

no risk of heat stroke.
Drinking Basi water also
reduces thirst and one
gets a good sleep. Basi
has many benefits”, he
said. In the honour of the
workers, the “Bore Basi
Diwas” organised by the
government proves that
Chhattisgarh govern-
ment is a government of
poor labourers and this
government takes care of
the rights of the labour-
ers.

MLA Devendra Yadav
enjoys Bore-Basi 

Bhilai, May 01:

BJP leader and Member
of Parliament from Durg
Vijay Baghel has extended
support to the Mitanins
who are demonstrating for
the past one month de-
manding increase in their
honorarium. He said that
the Mitanin sisters are
performing their best but
even after the passage of 3
years, the Congress gov-
ernment has not fulfilled
its promise to increase
their honorarium to Rs
5000. The sisters have been
staging a sit-in for about a
month now in this hot and
humid weather, but the
state government is not
giving heed to their de-
mands. He added that the
Chief Minister has no
time to listen to the
Mitanin sisters on their le-
gitimate demands who
have been leaving their
children and families at
home and demonstrating
for what is rightfully
theirs. When the present
Chief Minister of the state
was President of the
Congress Committee prior
to the elections three and a
half years ago, he had
made announcement in
support of the Mitanins
then, why is it not being
implemented now; fur-

thermore, the Congress
manifesto mentions to ful-
fil the demands within 10
days, why is it not being
fulfilled he questioned. He
stated further that the
Congress government is
taking loan after loan, im-
posing a loan to the magni-
tude of 51 thousand crore
rupees on the people of
Chhattisgarh and has
gone back on his spoken
promises, what kind of a
humanism is this. Vijay
Baghel said that every sec-
tion of the society is agi-
tated. It was announced to
give weekly leave to the po-
lice employees, that too
was not fulfilled; liquor
prohibition was an-
nounced, it also remains
unfulfilled; a promise was
made to give unemploy-
ment allowance, that too
has not been fulfilled; and

overall, people have been
duped in the false mani-
festo. Extending support
to Mitanins, Vijay Baghel
said he was with these
Mitanin sisters in the
movement till their de-
mands are not fulfilled. He
also mentioned that elec-
tricity contract workers
were also on strike and
were sleeping on the road
and were lathi-charged,
what kind of a justice is
this he added. The state
government he added is
running the dictator’s gov-
ernment, agitation,
protest demonstrations
are being banned in the
state, this oppressive poli-
cy will not be allowed to
run. He warned the Chief
Minister that if people
take to road, it will become
difficult for the govern-
ment. The share being

given to Mitanin should be
increased from 75% to
100%. In the last 17 years,
the Mitanins have been
working sincerely and this
has resulted in reduction
in maternal mortality,
child mortality has im-
proved, institutional deliv-
eries have improved, the
level of malnutrition has
improved, vaccination has
increased. The Mitanin
program has made a sig-
nificant contribution in
taking health related
schemes to the masses and
providing benefits. People
are also being made aware
of social issues such as
stop violence against
women, stop sale of illicit
liquor, stop child mar-
riage, save environment
pollution etc. Mitanin sis-
ters have also helped by
risking their lives in the

initial stages of Corona
pandemic as well as cam-
paigned for vaccination to
save them from corona.
They visited door-to-door
to identify suspected pa-
tients and get them tested
which is still going on.
Initially, where most of the
employees of the depart-
ment were not leaving the
house due to Corona, at
that time our mitanin sis-
ters served all the people.
Mitanin plays an impor-
tant role in helping to pro-
tect people and also a lead-
ing role in providing sup-
port in all national health
related programs like
Pulse Polio, Vaccination,
Filariasis campaign etc.
Apart from this also
Mitanin sisters play their
important role in perform-
ing various works given by
the Health Department
Panchayat from time to
time.

Mitanin sisters com-
plete their tasks even after
traveling 50 to 100 kilome-
ters. The Mitanin sisters
are also not getting
Provident Fund even after
serving for 25 to 30 years.
At the end of their career,
their future remains dark.
The provident fund
amount of all the people
should also be deposited,
he added.

Vijay Baghel extends support to Mitanin sisters
Bhilai, May 01: 

Feeling proud of the
culture and heritage of
Chhattisgarh, Durg Police
celebrated Bore – Basi
Utsav on the occasion of
International Labour Day.
IGP (Durg Range0 Badri
Narayan Meena con-
sumed Bore – Basi at the
cricket ground with the
budding players. His elder
brother and two sons
were also present. In hon-
our of the workers and
labourers, officers of
Durg Police under the
leadership of
Superintendent of Police
Dr Abhishek Pallav or-
ganised a function at
Officers’ Mess during
which “Bore Basi” was
served in the meal.
Gazetted officers and
Station House Officers
participated in this event
and felt excited and proud
after having the tradition-
al food Bore - Basi.
A d d i t i o n a l
Superintendent of Police
(City) Sanjay Dhruv,
A d d i t i o n a l
Superintendent of Police
(Rural) Anant Sahu
A d d i t i o n a l
Superintendent of Police
(Traffic) Kavilash Tondon,
Probationary IPS Vaibhav
Banker, Deputy

Superintendent of Police
(Traffic) Gurjeet Singh,
SDOP(Patan) Divyansh
Rathore, Deputy
Superintendent of Police
(Crime) Nassar Siddhiqui,
Deputy Superintendent of
Police (Headquarters)
Abhishek Jha, Deputy

Superintendent of Police
(Line) Neelesh Dwivedi,
Reserve Inspector Ramesh
Kumar Chandra, Subedar
Trupti Singh Rajput, and
SHOs of various police
stations attended the func-
tion and and enjoyed eat-
ing Bore – Basi.

Durg Police celebrates Bore - Basi Utsav 

IGP BN Meena with his brother and son

SP and other top cops at Officers’ Mess

Bhilai, May 01:
Responding to the CM’s ap-
peal, the Bore Basi Tihar
was celebrated by the
Bhilai Municipal
Corporation fraternity on
International Workers’
Day in honor of the work-
ers and labourers. Events
were organised at different
places. Bhilai MLA
Devendra Yadav, Mayor
Neeraj Pal, Speaker Girvar
Bunty Sahu, MIC mem-
bers, Zone Presidents and
President Bhilai District
Congress Mukesh
Chandrakar and
Councilors along with
Swachhata Didis and
workers of BMC together
consumed Bore – Basi

along with curd, pickles,
mango chutni, athan, veg-
etables, etc. Everyone felt
proud of their culture by
eating the traditional
Chhattisgarhiya food.

Mayor Neeraj Pal
thanked the CM for ex-
plaining the importance of
Bore – Basi during the
summer days and said that
it shows the respect to-
wards the workers. Eating

Bore – Basi gives great re-
lief from heat. Speaker
Girwar Bunty Sahu said
that along with love for the
culture, tradition and food
of Chhattisgarh, Bore –
Basi Day is a real honor of
labour. Commissioner
Prakash Sarve while eat-
ing Bore – Basi in honour
of the workers said that it
keeps good health of the
workers as well as increas-

es their working efficiency.
On this occasion, Bhilai
Congress District
President Mukesh
Chandrakar said that on
the occasion of Labour
Day, feeding Bore – Basi is
a great effort to connect
the young generation with
Chhattisgarhiya food and
culture. It is the honour of
lakhs of workers and la-
borers. Mayor and the

Commissioner have ap-
pealed to the people to con-
sume Bore – Basi in view
of scorching summer. This
food can protect the people
from heat waves and keep
the body hydrated. MiC
members Ekansh
Banchore, Saket
Chandrakar, Keshav
Choubey, Lalchand Verma,
Neha Sahu, Malti Thakur,
Aditya Singh, Zone
President Jalandhar Singh
and Ramanand Maurya,
Councilor Shubham Jha ,
Hari Om Tiwari, K
Jagdish, Bhagwati
Sharma, Nitish Yadav and
others consumed Bore –
Basi in honour of the
labourers.

BMC fraternity consumed Bore–Basi on May Day
BBhhiillaaii,,  MMaayy  0011:: Durg Municipal
Corporation organised a pro-
gram at SLRM Center to honor
the workers on May Day. MLA
Arun Vora and other political
leaders consumed Bore – Basi
with the labourers and
expressed their respects
towards the working class.
Feeling proud of the culture and
heritage of Chhattisgarh, ‘Bore
Basi Tihar’ was organised on
the occasion of International
Labor Day in the honor of the
workers. MLA Arun Vora, Mayor
Dheeraj Bakliwal, Vice
President of Chhattisgarh State
Backward Commission RN
Verma, Corporation
Commissioner Haresh Mandavi,
Health Officer Girish Diwan,
Nodal Officer Javed Ali were

present at the venue. They hon-
oured the labourers and con-
sumed Bore – Basi with them.
Arun Vora said that Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel has
always promoted the culture of
Chhattisgarh. The Chief
Minister has made this appeal
with a sense of respect for
labour along with love for food,
so the present generation
should be associated with
Chhattisgarh culture and tradi-

tion. This appeal of the Chief
Minister to eat Bore – Basi has
actually brought respect to
lakhs of workers and laborers.
He further said that he is feeling
extremely happy and proud to
have Bore – Basi with the
Swacchta didis. Mayor Dheeraj
Bakliwal also said that this
appeal of Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel shows the
respect and honour towards the
workers.

Political leaders consume Bore–Basi with labourers

BBhhiillaaii,,  MMaayy  0011:: On Saturday,
Hemchand Yadav University, Durg
conducted PhD Course Work
Second Chance Exam in a peace-
ful manner. To appear in this
examination, 84 researchers had
applied in 16 subjects. Giving this
information, Dr Prashant
Srivastava, Dean, Student
Welfare, and Ph D Cell in-charge
of the University said that the 16
subjects in which Ph D second
chance examination of Course
Work was conducted, included
Education, Hindi, Sociology,
Political Science, History,
Commerce, Psychology,
Economics, Biotechnology,
Microbiology, Botany, Zoology,
Mathematics, Physical
Chemistry, Home Science sub-

jects. Dr Srivastava informed that
during this examination held
between 11:00 hrs to 13:00 hrs,
the Registrar of the University,
Bhupendra Kuldeep, Deputy
Registrar, Examination, Dr
Rajamani Patel and NSS coordi-
nator, Dr RP Aggarwal boosted
the morale of the examinees by
being present throughout the

time. Registrar, Bhupendra
Kuldeep informed that the uni-
versity administration is trying to
declare the results of PhD course-
work second chance examination
within a week. The research
scholars who qualify in this exam-
ination will be eligible to attend
the RDC meeting of various sub-
jects to be held from the second

week of May. It will be mandato-
ry for all these research scholars
to get their PhD synopsis
approved in the DRC meeting to
be held in research centers in
coordination with their research
supervisor. Therefore, all the
researchers should ensure the
necessary preparation in this
regard. Dr Srivastava told that
the scholars who had passed last
year’s Ph D entrance examination
and could not get research guides
but if research guides are now
available to them, then such
research scholars will be required
to take admission in their respec-
tive research centers and com-
plete the coursework and pass
the coursework examination to
be conducted after that. 

Hemchand Yadav University conducts 
PhD Coursework second chance exam BBhhiillaaii,,  MMaayy  0011::  PG Department

of Psychology, St Thomas
College in collaboration with
MOU partner Sarthak Kadam
Sansthan organised Training
Program on Disabilities and
Related Therapies. Resource
persons of the training pro-
gram were G Vanisree and
Anuradha V, faculty in Sarthak
Kadam Sansthan, Sector-10,
Bhilai. G Vani and Anuradha V
both introduced the budding
psychologists of St Thomas
College to their students. In
their briefing they informed
the PG students that Sarthak
Kadam has inmates who are
suffering from autism, down
syndrome, mental retardation,
ADHD and cerebral palsy. 

The speakers further elaborat-
ed that the Institution is estab-
lished to fulfil the needs of spe-
cial children. Various sensory-
motor training for example
Fine & Gross Motor Skills
Training and Behavioural
Training is given to these
Special children. The various
Therapeutic Models,
Instruments and Tests were
also introduced to the stu-
dents. Students were given
detailed description of ques-

tionnaires and to use them to
identify the mental defects.
Strategies used when children
show reluctance in coping or
behaviour malfunction were
demonstrated. The students
were guided to understand
how to create a stimulating
environment for the special
needs. Administrator of the
college Rev Father Dr Joshi
Varghese praised the efforts of
the department. Principal Dr
MG Roymon encouraged the

program with his best wishes
and said such training benefits
the student in becoming a good
clinical psychologist. Dr
Debjani Mukherjee, Head, PG
Department of Psychology
introduced the resource person
and stressed that mere learn-
ing of syllabus is not enough in
these competitive days.
Application of the knowledge is
very important. G Vanisree,
Principal of Sarthak Kadam
Sansthan highlighted the
parental and society’s role in
the care of special children. Dr
Sumita Singh, Assistant
Professor and Dr Ankita
Deshmukh, Assistant Professor
guided the students in this
learning experience. 

St Thomas College conducts training on Disabilities & Related Therapies 
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‘Bore Basi’ food outlet inaugurated
at Gadkaleva on Labour Day

RRaaiippuurr,,  MMaayy  0011:: On the call of
Chief Minister Bhupesh Baghel,
the process of celebrating May 01
Labour Day as ‘Bore Basi’ Day has
started. It is worth mentioning
that on the call of the Chief
Minister, the Culture Department
has launched the ‘Bore Basi’ thali
from Sunday at Gadkaleva.
People enthusiastically partici-
pated in this campaign to honour
the labor by eating ‘Bore Baasi’
on the call of the Chief Minister.

The state administrative officers
also enjoyed ‘Bore Basi’ food.
State Administrative Service offi-
cer Deputy Collector Mr. Lingaraj
Sidar reacted after eating ‘Bore
Basi’ food and said that he used
to eat ‘Bore Basi’ food often in his
childhood. Even though now
there is less opportunity to eat it,
but as soon as he gets a chance to
eat, he never misses it. 

Today Mr. Siddar along with
his friends came to Gadkaleva to
eat ‘Bore Basi’ food specially.
Administrative officers Mr.
Hemant Sidar, Mr. Nikhilesh
Sidar and others also took away
the ‘Bore Basi’ food with enthusi-
asm.

Tomato price touches Rs 40 per kg in Raipur

Raipur, May 01: Tomato
prices have increased in
Raipur. Due to high de-
mand and low supply,
tomato prices have in-
creased from Rs 20 per kg
to Rs 40 per kg. According
to local traders, the local
production has come
down due to severe heat
waves prevailing. To meet
the local demand, arrivals
have started from
Bangalore and Nashik to

Doomartarai wholesale
market. Prices have even
reached Rs 50 per kg in
some retail markets of the
capital. Srinivas Reddy,
president of
Doomaratarai Wholesale
Market, said that every
year in May-June, there is
a rise in the prices of

tomatoes. This time, due to
higher local production in
Chhattisgarh, the prices
have increased since May,
whereas earlier there used
to be a jump in prices from
April 15 onwards. People
may have to wait for three-
four months more for the
new crop of tomatoes. If
we look at the prices of
other vegetables, it has
also come costlier. The
prices of vegetables like
‘Parval’, ‘Barbatti’,
‘Bhindi’, ‘Brinjal’ etc. have
also crossed Rs 20 in
wholesale market. Due to
this, the prices have also
gone up in retail market.

The effect of inflation in
vegetables is also visible
in hotel-restaurant menu,
in which the quantity has
come down compared to
earlier. Within the state,
tomato production is more
from areas like Bemetara,
Kawardha, Jashpur, Durg,
Balod, Abhanpur, Mandir
Hasaud and Dhamtari. At
present the crop is nearing
completion in these areas
as well. Due to the sum-
mer, now the crop is not
able to survive for long as
a result due to gap in be-
tween demand and supply,
a jump in prices is being
recorded.

AC sales gear up with
sale of 13,000 ACs in

two months

Raipur, May 01: There
has been a tremendous
boom in Air Conditioners
business which has been
down for the last two
years due to Corona pan-
demic. According to the
traders, the AC business
has increased by more
than 70 percent compared
to the year-2019. AC prices
have also increased by 10
percent as compared to
last year. Attractive offers
are being given by the fi-
nance companies to woo
the customers. Traders
said that for the last two
years, the AC business
was completely down.
Due to increase in the
cost of production, the
prices of ACs have in-
creased by 10 percent as
compared to the previous
year. In March-April last
year, the price of AC
which was Rs 33,000, its
price has now reached

close to Rs 36,000. Like
AC, the sale of cooler-fans
has also increased by 25
percent as compared to
the previous years.
Companies have also in-
troduced cooler-fans in
the market in new models
and technologies. In the
year-2020 and 2021, their
sales were also affected
due to the Corona pan-
demic. With the increase
in business, there has also
been an increase in sales.
Traders said that sales
have increased in rural
areas as compared to
urban areas. They said
that the last two years
have been lost to Corona,
but this year the electron-
ics business has gained
momentum. AC sales
have increased tremen-
dously. Along with this
there has also been an in-
crease in sale of cooler-
fan.

CSPGCL power plant
bags 4th position in India

Raipur, May 01:
Chhattisgarh state power
generation company
bagged 4th position in
state power sector catego-
ry overall India. CSPGCL
holds of achieving record
of 70.40 % Plant load fac-
tor whereas average plant
load factor of other plant
within nation is of 58.86 %
for year 2021-22. Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
congratulated Chairman
CSPC Anit Anand (I.A.S)
and MD Generation CSPG-
CL N.K. Bijoura and
team.

Central Electricity
Authority under
Government of India
Ministry of power issued
its annual report ranking.
Dr Shyama Prasad
Mujkherjee power
plant(DSPM) Korba East
stood in 4 th position
among central, state and
private power plant .
DSPM holds record of
89.22 % PLF for year 2021-
22.CSPGCL production ca-

pacity was boosted by
proper coal management
and through yearly plant
maintenance. Team CSPG-
CL worked hard to achieve
its annual target.
Likewise, DSPM also hold
record for minimum oil
consumption for its unit
no 2. This unit oil con-
sumption rate was 0.0427
ml per unit which was
much lower as compared
to 0.5 ml per unit target
given by Regulation
Commission.

Such achievement
helped generation compa-
ny to save 10.70 crore ru-
pees. DSPM unit 2 has only
one trip throughout the
year which is also the min-
imum trip for any plant.
Atal Bihari Vajpayee
Thermal Power Plant also
hold record for 0.47 ml per
unit oil consumption ,com-
bined oil consumption
also records for 0.502
which is also remarkable
achievement for plant
growth.

Popularity of ‘Ch’garhi bore-basi’ is an honour: CM

Raipur, May 01: On occa-
sion of International Labour
Day, CM Bhupesh Baghel
was the chief guest at the
state-level ‘shramik
Sammelan’ organied at BTI
ground here on Su nay. CM
termed the Sunday’s Labour
day as historic said that he
made an appeal to people of
the state to eat ‘bore-basi’ to
honour the farmers, labour-
ers and hard working com-
munity of Chhattisgarh and
supporting the same they
took it to abroad as well. CM
said people were found col-
lecting information about
‘bore-basi’ and majority

even had even eaten it today.
CM said that he feels hon-
oured on getting such huge
response and popularity of
Chhattigarhi dish ‘bore-
basi’.

Prior to this CM Baghel
met the beneficiaries of dif-
ferent schemes of the
Labour department and dis-
tributed them the materials
as well. Baghel was seen
playing with the children of
the labourers and he showed
kind gesture to a young girl
of a labourer holding her in
his hands and to another girl
he made her stand on his
palms. On this occasion CM
also released a booklet of the
Labour department giving
information about its vari-
ous schemes.

Speaking on the occasion

CM Baghel extended greet-
ings to all the labourers on
occasion of Labour Day and
made many new declara-
tions. CM Baghel made dec-
laration of paying Rs 10000
as financial assistance to eld-
erly labourers under
‘Shramik Siyan Sahayata
Yojana’. CM in order to pro-
mote female workers, made
a declaration to pay Rs 1
lahk as grant in place of Rs
50000 earlier. Along with this
CM hike the age-limit under
‘Noni Shashaktikaran
Yojana’ from 18 yrs to pass
on benefits to girls upto 21
yrs. CM also made declara-
tion about the new Scheme
‘Mitan Yojana’ launched on
May 1 and said that in the
second phase it will be
launched in rural areas.

Addressing the pro-
gramme, Labour Minister
Shiv Kumar Daharia said
that no construction work is
possible without the labour-
ers and termed them as the
pillars of foundation of any
state. President
Chhattisgarh Bhavan
Sannirman Karmakar
Kalyan Mandal Sanni
Agrawal said that to ensure
that there is economic devel-
opment in favour of labour-
ers the state government is
making all efforts. He sadi
that the state government
has launched many schemes
for the welfare of the labour-
ers for their lifetime.
Chairman Labour Welfare
Board Safi Ahmed said that
under leadreship of CM, the
state’s economic policy is
playing an important role in
solving unemployment prob-
lems and providing them
employment and this has in-
creased confidence of the
labourers, farmers, poor to-
wards the state government.
In this programme, CM

Baghel distributed cheques
to the beneficiaries under
‘Noni Shashkatikaran
Yojana’, ‘Nanihal
Chatravrati Yojana’,
‘Meghavi Chatravritti
Yojana’, ‘Bhagini Prasooti
Sahayata Yojana’,
‘Mukhyamantri e-Rikshaw
and other schemes.

On this occasion state’s
Industry Minister Kawasi
Lakhma, MLA and
Parliamentary Secy Rekh
Chand Jain, MLA and
Parlimanetary secy Vikas
Upadhyay, Chairman CHB
Kuldeep Juneja, Chairman
Chhattisgarh state Food &
Civil Supplies Coporation
Ramgopal Agrawal,
Chairman CSMDC Girish
Dewangan, Chariperson
State Women’s Commission
Dr Kiranmayi Nayak, MLA
Brihaspat Singh, MLA Anita
Yogendra Sharma, public
reps, officers and employees
from different departments
and labourers from different
districts of state were pres-
ent in large number.

Cabinet approves implementation of Old Pension Scheme

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, May 01: Many
important decisions were
taken in the Cabinet meet-
ing held under the chair-
manship of Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
at his official residence
here on Sunday. The cab-
ineit decided to implement
the old pension scheme in
place of the new contribu-
tory pension scheme for
government employees ap-
pointed from November 1,
2004 has been approved.
Proposal for deduction of
minimum 12 percent of
the basic salary as per the
General Provident Fund
rule has been approved
and the deduction of 10
percent monthly contribu-
tion from the salary for the
new contributory pension
scheme has been abol-
ished with effect from
April 1, 2022. In order to
solve the problems faced
by the Scheduled Castes
and Scheduled Tribes in
obtaining the caste certifi-
cate due to ambiguities in
spelling the name of the
caste, Cabinet has decided
to recognize the scheduled
caste in English and men-
tion the name of the
scheduled caste in the
caste certificates in
English.

Taking a major decision
in the interest of young-
sters of the state, Cabinet
has approved the decision
to waive off the examina-
tion fee for the exams or-
ganized by Chhattisgarh
Public Service
C o m m i s s i o n ,
Chhattisgarh Professional
Examination Board, and
Special Junior Employee
Selection Board. Cabinet
has decided to extend till
March 31, 2023 the effec-
tive period of the 2 percent
exemption in the registry
fee for residential houses
and flats with market
value of up to Rs 75 lakh
under real estate projects
approved by the
C h h a t t i s g a r h
Government.

The amount of annual
financial aid provided to
the head of the benefici-
ary family, under the Rajiv
Gandhi Grameen
Bhumiheen Krishi Nyay
Yojana, has been increased
from Rs. 6000 to Rs. 7000
and the tribal priests in-
cluding Baiga, Gunia,

Pujari, who play an impor-
tant role in tribal life and
culture, will also be bene-
fited under the scheme, as
per the decision taken by
the Cabinet today.

Cabinet has decided to
launch Chhattisgarh State
Guarantee Redemption
Fund Scheme-2022. It has
approved the proposal to
withdraw 32 cases, as rec-
ommended by the sub-
committee of the Cabinet
constituted examine the
cases purely related to po-
litical movements and
withdraw them from the
court in public interest.
Cabinet has decided to ap-
point Nava Raipur Atal
Nagar Development
Authority as the construc-
tion agency for the estab-
lishment of Chhattisgarh
Amar Jawan Jyoti
Memorial.

The proposal for amend-
ment in Chhattisgarh
Civil Services (Conduct)
Rules 1965 was approved.
Cabinet has given consent
to relax the one-year valid-
ity period of the selection

list issued by the
Panchayat and Rural
Development Department
for appointment on 125
posts of Assistant
Cartographer.

The draft of
Chhattisgarh Swami
Vivekanand Technical
University (Amendment)
Bill-2022 was approved.
The proposal for amend-
ment in the Chhattisgarh
Government Store
Purchase Rules-2002 (as
amended 2022) was ap-
proved. Proposal for
amendment in the conces-
sion provided for estab-
lishment of Forest indus-
tries under State
Industrial Policy 2019-24 as
well as in the allotment
rules under clause 3.11 of
Chhattisgarh Industrial
Land and Building
Management Rules 2015
(as amended-2022) for
rental of sheds/flatted fac-
tories (sheds of multi-
storey buildings) was ap-
proved.

Cabinet has decided to
extend the validity period

of the examination result
by one year to fill the va-
cant post of Steno typist
under the Directorate of
AYUSH. For promotion
from Grade IV employees
to the post of Assistant
Grade-III under the
Commercial Tax
Department, Cabinet has
decided to increase the
quota of promotion from
25% to 50%.

C h h a t t i s g a r h
Employment Mission has
been formed and Rajiv
Mitan Club scheme has
been implemented to cre-
ate new employment op-
portunities for youth in
the state. Chhattisgarh
Cess (Amendment)
Ordinance-2022 proposed
to levy a cess at the rate of
12 percent on the amount
of stamp duty on all types
of sales, donations, mort-
gages or leases made for
the for financing and im-
plementation of these
schemes for a period of
more than thirty years
was approved.

Regarding the exemp-

tion from registration fee
on residential houses and
flats, Cabinet gave post
facto approval to the notifi-
cation regarding rationali-
zation of market value
(guide line) and registra-
tion fee. Cabinet has decid-
ed to create one additional
post of Chief Engineer in
Public Works Department.
The draft of Chhattisgarh
State Water Resource
Development Policy-2022
was approved. Cabinet ap-
proved the proposal to ap-
point Diploma/Degree
holders in the Water
Resources Department on
the vacant posts of Sub
Engineers (Civil/V./S) in
the Department. Decision
was taken to provide hotel
bar license at concessional
rate to the units operated
by Chhattisgarh Tourism
Board.

In order to provide em-
ployment opportunities to
the local people and for the
convenience of tourists,
Cabinet has decided to
lease 26 units under
Chhattisgarh Tourism
Board. Cabinet has ap-
proved the proposal to dele-
gate State Government’s
powers to approve the
transfer of immovable
properties to the Collector
of the district concerned,
as per the provision of sec-
tion 426B of Chhattisgarh
Municipal Corporation Act
1956. Cabinet has also ap-
proved the proposal to dele-
gate State Government’s
right of transfer accept-

ance of immovable proper-
ties of Municipality and
Nagar Panchayat to the
Collector of the district
concerned, as per the pro-
vision of section 345 of
Chhattisgarh Municipality
Act 1961.

Cabinet further ap-
proved the proposal to dele-
gate the powers to sell the
land owned by the
Municipal Corporation
Raipur in the form of free-
hold land located in village
Dumtarai to Collector
Raipur. Residential or com-
mercial buildings, flats,
plots, premises and shops
allotted on the lease hold of
the own possession or own-
ership of the urban bodies
shall be subject to the con-
ditions of free-hold by the
concerned urban body
after duly obtaining the
land ownership from the
Revenue Department. The
conversion has been ap-
proved.

Cabinet has approved
the draft of Chhattisgarh
Primitive Tribes
Protection (Interest in
Trees) Amendment Bill-
2022, to simplify the
process of felling trees in
the own land of the trib-
als.The draft of
Chhattisgarh Land
Revenue Code
(Amendment) Bill-2022 was
approved. With an aim of
promoting the use of cow
urine and other organic
materials on a large scale,
besides promoting the use
of vermicompost instead

of chemical fertilizers and
pesticides for the rejuvena-
tion of the soil’s fertility,
Cabinet has decided to
commence ‘Maati Pujan
Mahaabhiyan’ this year on
the occasion of Akshaya
Tritiya this year, from May
3, 2022.

As per the announce-
ment of Chief Minister,
Transport Minister was
authorized for introducing
city buses in Durg-Bhilai
industrial area and for
publication of new routes.
Cabinet has decided to pro-
cure sugar in cooperative
sugar factories for distri-
bution of essential sugar
from April 2022 to March
2023 under Public
Distribution System.
Cabinet has decided to dis-
tribute additional food
grains and monthly entitle-
ment rice free of cost from
April 2022 to September
2022 on  the ration cards is-
sued under Chhattisgarh
Food Nutrition Security
Act, equivalent to Pradhan
Mantri Garib Kalyan Anna
Yojana. The proposal for
amendment in
Chhattisgarh State
Electricity Board Transfer
Scheme Rules-2010 was ap-
proved. Redevelopment ac-
tion plan was approved for
systematic development
and utilization of dilapi-
dated government premis-
es built on government
land under various depart-
ments corporation, board,
company, board in
Chhattisgarh state.

HONOUR TO LABOURERS

CM Bhupesh Baghel along with some of the cabinet minister ate ‘Bore-Baasi’ sitting
on the floor to honour the labourers on occasion of Labour Day in a programme 
organised at local BTI Ground here on Sunday.

Many other impor-
tant decisions also
taken in the meeting

Extends greetings
to labourers of
state on occasion of
Labour Day

N Makes declara-
tion of ‘Shramik
Siyan Sahayata
Yojana’ and others

Stock arrivals start-
ed from outside
states

Raipur, May 01:
The Governor of
Jharkhand, Ramesh
Bais, had a courtesy
call on Governor Ms.
Anusuiya Uikey at
Raj Bhavan here. On
this occasion, a de-
tailed discussion
was held  between
the two governors on var-
ious contemporary activ-
ities, administration and
good governance and
peace and harmony in
the country and the state.
Along with this,
Governor Ms. Uikey also

shared information
about the welfare
schemes of
Chhattisgarh. Governor
Ms. Uike honoured the
Governor of Jharkhand,
Mr. Bais with a memento
and a shawl.

Governor of Jharkhand Ramesh
Bais calls on Guv Uikey
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‘HIGH ON DEMAND’

One of the most important dish for the festival of Eid- ‘Vermicelli’ (sevaiyan) was high on demand here on Sunday.

Five member team start 
Kalaripayattu sports training 

Raipur, May 01:
Kalaripayattu Sports
which has been recog-
nized by the Ministry of
Sports, Government of
India under Khelo India
Game is a martial art de-
signed for the ancient bat-
tle field is a native sports
of Kerala. The training is
imparted in this sports
through Gurukul and five
member team from Raipur
reached Kerala to take
training in five different
categories of this sports.

Led by Aman yadav, 02
boys and 03 girls are tak-
ing part in this training
programme. Giving infor-
mation in this connection
District Kalaripayattu
Sangh Raipur president
Anis Memon said,
Kanishka Shrivas from
KV Raipur, Bhaivav Sai,
Devika Patel and Palak
Sahu from Shri Gujarati
School is representing the
state for taking training in
this sports. They will be
taking 15 days training for
which they are in Kannur
city now. It needs to be

mentioned here, Kanishka
Shrivas from KV Raipur
will be representing the
state in Khelo India to be
organized in June in
Gurgaon. Shrijeyan from
Kannur who is coach of
Bharatiya Kalaripayattu
Federation is personally
training these five stu-
dents in five different cate-
gories. These internation-
ally, nationally and state
level players of Martial
Arts from Raipur before
leaving for Kerala met for-
mer minister Amarjit
Bhagat, MP Sunil Soni,
former Leader of
Opposition Nand Kumar
Sai, MLA and
Parliamentary Secretary
Vikas Upadhyay and MLA
Kuldeep Juneja and took
their blessings.

Governor releases book titled
‘Bharatiya Sanchar Yatra’

Raipur, May 01: A dele-
gation led by Sunil
Ramdas Agrawal met
Governor Ms. Anusuiya
Uikey at Raj Bhavan here.
On this occasion,
Governor Uikey released
a book titled ‘Bharatiya
Sanchar Yatra’ written by
Bhanu Pratap Mishra and
wished him well.
Governor Uikey said that
communication is not pos-
sible without conversa-
tion and lack of communi-
cation stops the pace of so-

ciety. Indian communica-
tion travel book will be
beneficial for the students
studying in the field of
journalism and communi-
cation. The Indian
Sanchar Yatra book cov-
ers the various stages of
development starting
from the Vedas of commu-
nication to the present
day. Sanjay Chaudhary,
Vinod Agarwal, Hemant,
Vibhash Jha and
Chandrasen Mishra were
present on this occasion.

Dr Hamid Ullah  Khan
appointed election observer 

Central Chronicle News

Bilaspur, May 01: As
per the recommenda-
tion of AICC president
Sonia Gandhi, Congress
National Election
Authority president
Madhusudan Mistry
has appointed senior
Congress leader, social
worker and vice presi-
dent of Chhattisgarh
State Congress
Minority Department
Dr Hamid Ullah  Khan
as its observer for
Vidhisha district owing
to party organizational
polls.

It needs to be men-
tioned here, Dr Khan is
a dedicated activist of
the party for the last 35
years and has dawned

several important posts
right from YC Secretary
to vice president of
Chhattisgarh State
Congress Minority
Department. He is also
National President of
Matdata Jagriti Manch.
His appointed has been
hailed by many
Congress leaders who
personally congratulat-
ed him.

Help Desk for Sr Citizen at AIIMS 

Raipur, May 01: In the
time of Covid19, the elderly
have been disproportionate-
ly affected either by the dis-
ease or due to other long
term chronic systemic dis-
eases like diabetes, hyper-
tension, heart diseases and
locomotory problem. This
has been neglected for a
prolonged period of time
owing to the Prioritisation
of health systems and hos-
pitals to the pandemic re-
sponse. With the pandemic
now on the decline, hospi-
tals and health care service
providers have opened up
their OPD to other health
care services. This is result-
ing in large number of eld-
erly visiting hospitals & ter-
tiary care institutions in
order to clear the backlog of
chronic health issues that
they have been suspending
owing to the pandemic.

However, upon visit to such
institutions, they have to
struggle with other age
groups and physically able
population to get their
health examined at each
step of the way. In such a
scenario an elderly
helpdesk, which prioritizes
the elderly in booking their
appointment and facilitat-
ing other services like lab &
pharmacy, has been shown
to be very effective in ad-
dressing this acute need of

the elderly and helping
them address their long
unmet need of chronic dis-
ease care in order to get a
better quality of life.

Dr (Prof) Nitim M
Nagerkar, Director AIIMS
Raipur inaugurated the
Help Desk Services with
cutting the ribbon in the
presence of his faculty
members and the members
from Sr Citizen
Associations of Raipur.

In his message

Subhankar Biswas, State
Head (CG) of HelpAge said,
‘It is just another opportuni-
ty for us to initiate such
services on the 44th years of
its journey. We thank AIIMS
Raipur for this partnership
and the sensitivity towards
the Sr Citizen community.’

Vridhmitra and
Vridhsahayaks will assist
the Sr Citizen visiting the
hospital. Currently, four
such Helpdesks are opera-
tional in Delhi, Rishikesh
(Uttarakhand), Chennai
(Tamilnadu) & Lucknow
(Utter Pradesh) are in serv-
ice for the Sr Citizen it is 5th
such desk in the country
dedicated for the elderly.
The programme was co-or-
dinated by Kingshuk Saha,
Amit Bhomick, Ms Surabhi
Singh and Sanju Sahu from
Help Age India, Raipur
team, informs Subhankar
Biswas, State Head
(Chhattisgarh), HelpAge
India.

Daharia lays stone, inaugurates various devp works
Raipur, May 01: State
Urban Administration
and Development and
Labour Minister Dr.
Shivkumar Dahriya per-
formed bhoomi pujan and
dedicated various develop-
ment works worth about
Rs 5 crore in Nagar
Panchayat Samoda under
Raipur district here.

Dr. Daharia attended the
Bhakta Mata Karma
Jayanti celebrations at
Samoda. Urban
Administration Minister
under the infrastructure
in Samoda CC to be built
at a cost of Rs 2 crore. He
performed bhoomi pujan
of drain construction
works. He  sanctioned
Haat Bazar construction
work in Ward 1 of Samoda
at a cost of Rs. 39.91 lakh,
beautification of Rs.7.73
lakh  near primary
school, Dome shed near

Karma temple and floor-
ing work costing Rs.25.20
lakh.

Bhoomipujan was done
for the development and
upgradation work of
Punni Mela site costing
Rs.78 thousand. Dr. Dahria
performed bhoomi pujan
of community buildings
costing Rs 50 lakh in Ward

9 and 14, and other devel-
opment works worth more
than Rs 25. He also inaugu-
rated various construction
works of Gouthan at a cost
of Rs 19 lakh in Ward 9
Kusumund. On this occa-
sion, regional public rep-
resentatives including
heads of various societies
were present.

Orientation program of 70 govt drivers held at Institute of Traffic Research
Raipur, May 01:
Orientation program of 70
government drivers was
completed from April 27 to
29  at the Institute of
Traffic Research, Nava
Raipur, Atal Nagar. It is
noteworthy that on the last
day on  April 11th, Chief
Secretary Amitabh Jain,
while reviewing the road
safety scenario of the
state, had given guidelines
to start the reforms from
home. In road accidents,
along with the loss of pre-
cious lives, the entire fami-
ly is affected. Keeping this
in view, this training pro-
gram is being run. In this
context, this training pro-
gram for the drivers work-
ing in the government of-
fices located at Mahanadi
Bhawan, Indravati of the
state for easy and safe traf-
fic, upgradation of driving

skills and information
about road safety etc.,
Inter-departmental Lead
Agency (Road Safety),
Transport Department
and Maruti Suzuki.
Institute of Driving and
Traffic Research is being
given in village Tendua,
Nava Raipur. In the train-

ing program, health
check-up of all the drivers
is also being done in col-
laboration with the health
department.

The Institute of Driving
and Traffic Research, es-
tablished by the
Government of
Chhattisgarh, is a modern

institute of road safety
and driving skills training
in the state, where all nec-
essary courses related to
road safety are conducted
in a very interesting man-
ner through audio, video
presentation and field
training in modern track
established through scien-

tific medium to the
trainees using world class
technology. These training
programs will enhance the
driving skills of the partic-
ipating motorists.
Unforeseen damages
caused by road accidents
can also be avoided and
government drivers will
be able to present an ideal
before the society. In the
training session,
President Inter-depart-
mental Lead Agency (Road
Safety) Mr. Sanjay Sharma
administered oath to all
the drivers to present
ideals to the society by dis-
creet conduct including
compliance with traffic
rules, easy and safe driv-
ing, promotion of road
safety and restraint.
Certificate and batch of
Road Safety Ambassador
were awarded.

5 hospitals of Ch’garh got National
Quality Assurance Certificate

Raipur, May 01: Five gov-
ernment hospitals in
Chhattisgarh have been
awarded the National
Quality Assurance
Standard (NQAS -
National Quality
Assurance Standard) cer-
tificate by the Union
Ministry of Health and
Family Welfare for provid-
ing excellent health serv-

ice and better treatment to
patients. The Union
Health Ministry has
awarded quality certifi-
cates to three primary
health centers and two
urban primary health cen-
ters in the state.

National Quality
Assurance Standard
Certificate has been
awarded by the
Government of India to
Amadand of Gaurela-
Pendra-Marwahi district,
Adawal of Bastar and
Kottra Primary Health
Center in Kanker district,
Bhathagaon Urban
Primary Health Center in
Raipur and Tanki Maroda
Urban Primary Health
Center in Durg district
have also been awarded
National Quality
Assurance Standard

Certificate.
Health and Family

Welfare Minister T.S.
Singhdeo has congratulat-
ed the officers and staff of
all these hospitals who
have received the
Certificate of Excellence
for dedicated healthcare
services.

He has expressed confi-
dence that these hospitals
will continue to serve the
patients while maintain-
ing their excellence and
will set new benchmarks
for other hospitals of the
state.

Under the National
Health Mission,
Chhattisgarh, the process
of internal and state level
evaluation of the institu-
tion, service supply audit
and patient satisfaction
survey after regular train-

ing of health workers to
provide excellent health
service in state hospitals
and provide better treat-
ment to patients. In the
last month of March, the
quality of services avail-
able to the patients was
tested by inspecting these
five hospitals by the team
of Union Health Ministry.
He had also taken feed-
back from patients in this
regard.

The hospital’s services
and satisfaction level are
tested on several parame-
ters by a team of experts
before awarding the
National Quality
Assurance Standards cer-
tificate. Only hospitals
that meet these stringent
standards are issued quali-
ty certificates by the
Union Health Ministry.

Health and Family
Welfare Minister TS
Singhdeo congratu-
lated the officers
and employees of
these hospitals who
got the Certificate
of Excellence for
dedicated health
services

p By HelpAge India

p For Congress party

p In Kerala

SPORTS ROUND-UP

Raipur, May 01: Under the
aegis of Shri Gujarati
Shikshan Sangh, free of
cost Martial Art and Yoga
Training Camp got under-
way at Shri Gujarati School
campus situated at Sector
IV Devendra Nagar from
May 01 and will continue till
June 15 ( 7:30 am to 9:00 am).
This camp is aimed to make
the trainees mentally and

physically fit and to in-
crease their immunity level.
This camp is being conduct-
ed under the supervision of
Martyr Vinod Choubey
awardee coach Sensei Anis
Memon and training will be
imparted in Judo, Karate,
Muay Thai, Thai Boxing,
Kalaripayattu and Yoga. All
those interested in training
can contact senior sports
coach and coach
Tikeshwari Sahu for regis-
tration during the coaching
period.

Free Martial Art and Yoga
training camp gets underway

p In Shri Gujarati
School

Summer training camp by CHDB
Raipur, May 01:
Chhattisgarh Handicrafts
Development Board
(CHDB) is going on 15 days
summer training in the
Chhattisgarh Haat com-
plex, Pandri, Raipur. For
the wide publicity of handi-
craft art, 15 days summer
training is being given by
Chhattisgarh Handicrafts
Development Board from
April 28th. This training is
being done with the joint
coordination of
Handicrafts Development
Board and Chhattisgarh
Mati Kala Vikas Board.
This training was inaugu-
rated by  Balam
Chakradhari, Chairman of
Matikala Development
Board and Sudhakar
Khalkho, Managing
Director of Chhattisgarh
Handicrafts Development
Board and Chhattisgarh
Matikala Board.

It is noteworthy that the
Minister of Village
Industries, Guru
Rudrakumar has given in-

structions to the officers to
give wide publicity to the
village industries. In com-
pliance with which 15 days
summer training is being
organised in tattoo craft,
terracotta craft and embroi-
dery craft. In this first
phase of short-term train-
ing, 18 girls participated in
tattooing craft, 13 in em-
broidery craft and 37 girls
in terracotta craft. It is note-
worthy that during this
training program, 13 chil-
dren of the orphanage are

being given free training.
General Manager,
Chhattisgarh Handicrafts
Development Board,
Shankar Lal Dhurve in-
formed that discussions
have been held in the gov-
ernment schools of the city
so that maximum number
of people can get the benefit
of such summer training.
Applications are also being
received from women and
girls  for training. A fee of
Rs 500 has been fixed for
this training.
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Bijapur, May 01: 

D i v i s i o n a l
Commissioner of Bastar
division Shyam Dhawade
took a review meeting
with the departmental of-
ficers to review the devel-
opment works conducted
in the district. During this
Collector Rajendra Kumar
Katara gave a detailed de-
scription of the implemen-
tation of various schemes,
to ensure 100% institution-
al delivery under the
Health Department, to
provide adequate facilities
in the Chief Minister’s
Haat-Bazar Clinic.

The Commissioner gave
instructions to ensure the
progress of malaria-free
Bastar program, availabil-
ity of medicines in suffi-
cient quantity with the
Mitanins, with adequate
facilities by inspecting the

sub-health center. By es-
tablishing departmental
coordination, the forest
right farmers in the dis-
trict should be benefited
from schemes like land re-
form, shed construction,
cattle shed, under poultry
rearing, goat rearing, ex-
pansion of irrigation facil-
ity and increasing their
sources of income, he
said. To ensure purchase
of paddy on support price
and to promote the Chief

Minister’s nutrition cam-
paign under women and
child development, neces-
sary guidelines were given
for successful implementa-
tion of severely malnour-
ished, moderately mal-
nourished, anemic women
and malnutrition cam-
paign in the district. While
reviewing the food depart-
ment, Commissioner
Dhawade has directed that
no family should be with-
out ration card, making ef-

forts at the ground level
and asked to supply ration
cards to 100 percent fami-
lies as per eligibility, as
well as for distribution
and storage of food items
smoothly.

After reviewing the am-
bitious plans of
Chhattisgarh government,
Naruva, Garuwa, Ghurwa
and Bari, water system in
all the Gauthans, solar
pumps, vermi food manu-
facturing, to expedite the

revenue cases, the depart-
mental revenue officers
were instructed to solve
the pending cases within
the time-limit and supply
caste certificates to the
students within the time-
limit. Commissioner
Dhawade gave a compre-
hensive review on various
subjects including educa-
tion, drinking water, solar
energy, irrigation, storage,
distribution of food and
seeds and gave guidelines.

Collector Katara as-
sured to expedite the de-
velopment works as per
the instructions and guid-
ance given during the
meeting. During this, DFO
Mr. Ashok Patel, Joint
Director Agriculture Mr.
MS Dhruv, CEO, District
Panchayat Mr. Ravi
Kumar Sahu, along with
district level departmental
officers, SDM, Tehsildar,
CEO of Janpad
Panchayats were present.

Bastar Commissioner takes
stock of development works 
 In the district

Fingeshwar, May 01:
Under the guidance of
Forest Minister CG, and
Chief Conservator of
Forests, Raipur Circle J. R.
Nayak (IFS) and under the
direction of Forest
Divisional Officer,
Gariaband Mayank
Agarwal (IFS) to effectively
control forest crimes,
Deputy Forest Officer
Rajim U S Thakur, S.V.S.
conducted a surprise in-
spection of Bhanwarlal
Sahu Saw Mill in village
Kopra. During the inspec-
tion, acacia wood was

being chirped through a
band saw, and the team
asked the operator to sub-
mit the Saw mill license
registration, but only the
registration of the year
2016 and 2017 was submit-
ted. And while registering
forest crime case 12470/22
dated 28.04.2022 under
Section 2, Section 4,
Section 7, Section 9 and
Section 12 of the
Chhattisgarh Wood Chiran
(Regulation) Act 1984, the
process of confiscation
was done by sealing the
Saw mill and necessary ac-

tion is being taken against
the operator. U.S. Thakur,
S.V.S. (Dy. M.A. Rajim),
Shivshankar Tiwari,
Forester (P.A. Fingeshwar),
Tarun Tiwari, Forester
(P.A. Panduka), Manish
Kumar Verma, Forester
(S.A. Fingeshwar).
Jamgaon), Narottam
Sahu, Forester (SP Rajim),
Tomanlal Sahu, Forest
Guard, Ageshwar Sahu,
Forest Guard, Sarita Sahu,
Forest Guard and other de-
partmental staff made
commendable contribu-
tions in the inspection.

Illegally operated Saw 
mill sealed and confiscated 

Anwari, May 01:

The people of
Bhakhara are getting out-
raged by the news of the
sale of the old Dabri
(Pond) by the land mafia
adjoining to the land re-
served for Haat Bazar in
Nagar Panchayat
Bhakhara Ward No. 7.

According to citizens,
the sellers have taken ad-
vantage of the political
hold in the city and on the
complaint of the public,
Block Congress Bhakhara
and the residents of the
city have demanded strict
action against the en-
croachers and sellers by
submitting a memoran-
dum to CMO Chauhan
and Tehsildar Hanumant
Shyam.

According to informa-
tion, a person who lives
adjacent to the ‘dubri’,

and owns a shop by the
pond, which is recorded
in the revenue record and
is still filled with water,
sold it to a trader for Rs 60
lakh, with the help of the
patwari.

While handing over the
memorandum demanding
to stop the transfer, it is
written that since if there
is a dabri in the record, a
house cannot be built on
the land under water, as

well as that land does not
come under the category
of residential allotment.

The shopkeeper has to
present the proof of his
shop and the ownership of
that dubri; therefore de-
mands have been made to
declare the registry ille-
gal.

On this occasion Block
Congress President
Mukesh Kosre, Senior
Congressman Dr. Mohan

Hardel Santoshi Nishad
Vinod Sahu, Somnath
Sahu, Anil Nirmalkar,
Dinesh Yadav, Dinesh
Mandal Ravi
Maheshwari, Duleshwar
Nishad Nammu Sahu,
Kuber Ram, and a large
number of people were
present.

Memorandum submitted against sale of old pond

Konta / Sukma, May 01: 

National President of
All India Adivasi
Mahasabha and CPI’s
Divisional Secretary
Manish Kunjam ques-
tioned the government
regarding the protest of
thousands of villagers al-
leging drone attack in
villages adjacent to
Pamed area, including
Jagargunda of Konta
block of Sukma district.
Manish Kunjam s asked
that when the govern-
ment itself says that
Maoists are in control
and Maoists are on the
backfoot, why is there a
need for drone strikes?

Why this difference
in the government’s
statement and circum-
stances on Naxalism?

Talking to reporters,
Manish Kunjam says that
in the areas where the

bombing took place, the
news reached them late,
but he has confirmed the
incident at his level. In
which the allegations of
the villagers prove to be
true, although there was
no loss of life and proper-
ty. Even though the po-
lice are denying the inci-
dent outright, but the re-
ality is what the villagers
are saying. He says that
this is a question related
to the life of tribals, peo-
ple in those areas are still
afraid. It is difficult to
say when and where the
situation will arise. Big
incidents happened dur-
ing Salwa Judum also.
Incidents like killings,
arson and now bombings
from the sky, that too on
the people of our own
country, this is a matter
of great concern. It is
surprising when the gov-
ernment claims to be on

the backfoot, control over
the Naxalites and on the
other hand bombards
from the sky. According
to Manish, if the Fifth
Schedule is strictly im-
plemented in Bastar,
problems will increase
for the corporate houses,
so the government is
keeping silent on the
issue of PESA Act, Fifth
Schedule.

A minister of the gov-
ernment had mentioned
in the discussion with
him that if this happens
in Bastar, then his gov-
ernment will not be able

to come to power again.
Referring to the late
Mahendra Karma, he
said that if he had con-
tested the elections in the
background of the oppo-
sition and support of the
Sixth Schedule, then only
independents had won.
Manish alleges that the
tribals of Bastar are not
getting their constitu-
tional rights, which they
are entitled to. Where
Gram Sabhas have spe-
cial powers, roads are
being built without the
permission of the Gram
Sabha, camps are being
opened forcibly, which is
a violation of the PESA
Act.

Therefore, All India
Adivasi Mahasabha, CPI
is going to fight a big
ground battle on all the
issues and situations,
which will start from
Silger on 25 May. We are

going to undertake an 11-
day padyatra from Silger
to Sukma, for which per-
mission has been sought
from the administration.

The natives do not
have the right on the
properties

Manish Kunjam al-
leged that the rights of
the indigenous people on
the mineral and forest re-
sources present in Bastar
have been abolished. If
the original residents
had got priority in the ex-
ploitation of the re-
sources, then their lives
would have been saved,
but the government does
not want this at all. If
the government wanted,
the monopoly of collec-
tion of tendu leaves
could have been given to
the forest
dwellers,whether it is by
forming Self Help
Groups or not.

‘Govt claims Naxalism is under ‘control’ then why air strikes, questionsn Kunjam

Bijapur, May 01: 

Minister in-charge of
Commerce, Industry and
District, Government of
Chhattisgarh, Mr. Kawasi
Lakhma, during a two-day
stay in Bijapur district,
took a review meeting of
various development
works and instructed offi-
cials to work on a wide
scale to take the govern-
ment schemes at the
ground level.

Taking stock of the con-
struction work of
Anganwadi, Panchayat
Bhawan, Ration Shop, in-
structed the departmental
officers PMGSY, Public
Works Department,
Public Health
Engineering, he instruct-
ed the completion of the

remaining works within
the time limit. At the
same time, instructions
were given to resolve vari-
ous cases under Public
Service Guarantee by pro-
viding ration card,
Ayushman card, Aadhar
card, caste, residence, cer-
tificate within the time
limit. Schemes operated
in the district, Jal-Jeevan
Mission, Chief Minister
Suposhan Abhiyan, con-
duct of economic activi-
ties through multi-activi-
ty in Gauthan under
Narva, Garuwa, Ghurwa
and Bari, making women
self-help groups’ self-re-
liant, regular purchase of
cow dung, and production
of vermi compost. MLA
and Vice-Chairman of
Bastar Development

Authority, Shri Vikram
Shah Mandavi, while tak-
ing information about the
development works con-
ducted in the district,
gave the necessary guide-
lines in the context of mo-
bile connectivity; Swami
Atmanand Schools, and
the team spirit to the de-
partmental officers.
District Collector
Rajendra Kumar Katara
while assuring the
Minister Kawasi Lakhma
said that the district ad-
ministration is commit-
ted to do all possible work
to benefit the last person
and will do the best work
in coordination with the
departmental officers so
that every person can get
the benefit of the
schemes. District

Panchayat President Shri
Shankar Kudiam, Vice
President Shri Kamlesh
Karam, Member of
Chhattisgarh State Youth
Commission Shri Ajay
Singh, Member of
Chhattisgarh Farmers
Welfare Board Shri Basat
Rao Tati, Bastar
Development Members of
the Authority and District
Panchayat Mrs. Nina
Rawatia Udde, Municipal
President Mr. Benhur
Rawatia and public repre-
sentatives, DFO Mr.
Ashok Patel, CEO,
District Panchayat Mr.
Ravi Kumar Sahu, SDM
Deputy Collector and all
the departmental district
officers, Tehsildar, CEO,
Janpad Panchayat were
present.

Implementation of govt schemes should
be done at the ground level: Lakhma

Mungeli, Apr 30: On the
instructions of Mungeli-
Collector, Joint Collector
Teerthraj Aggarwal lis-
tened seriously to the
problems and complaints
of the people arriving
from remote areas of the
district in his chamber of-
fice here and instructed
the officers of the con-
cerned department for
speedy redressal as per
rules. In the public dar-
shan program, Mrs.
Bangla Bai Pardhi of
Phoktapara Paramhans
Ward No. 06 Shikari
Mohalla of Mungeli
Municipality of the dis-
trict submitted an applica-
tion and informed that she
has received government
lease under Rajiv Gandhi
Yojana, but is has been en-
croached by another per-
son.Joint Collector Mr.

Aggarwal took her appli-
cation seriously and as-
sured to take necessary ac-
tion after investigation.
Similarly, village
Kesharuwadih villager
Pillu Sahu gave an applica-
tion and said that on
August 18, 2020, his proper-
ty was damaged in the
floods on Maniyari River,
but is still to receive com-
pensation, of which the
Joint Collector assured

speedy action.Similarly
villagers of village
K e s r u w a d i h -
Mounhabhantha seeked
the release of water from
Khudia dam built on
Maniyari river for
drainage facility.On this
occasion, Joint Collector,
Deputy District Election
Officer Naveen Bhagat
and officials of the con-
cerned department were
present.

Joint Collector addresses
public grievances

Kharora, May 01:
Ayurvedic methods paved
the way for rejuvenation
and purification of two
major ponds—Gadhiya
and Tala—cited as lifeline
for the local inhabitants at
Kharora Gram panchayat
about 30 km from the
Raipur district headquar-
ters. Despite nationwide
attention for reviving and
restoration of the water
bodies in and around the
human habitation, the
water bodies like ponds
continue to remain neg-
lected. Much to the relief
and delight of Kharora res-
idents, the stinking dirty
water with intensive
Ayurvedic process turned
sludge-free and sterilised,
becoming fit for daily utili-
ty. And it was effectively
achieved through the ongo-
ing water rejuvenation
treatment formula of
ponds by Ayurvedic ‘SE

SAW’ mechanism. Clean
ponds are a boon for any
region as the uncontami-
nated drinking water re-
mains the primary need
for human life, stated the
Kharora inhabitants.

The water bodies in
Kharora were at the receiv-
ing end of drainage out-
flow and pollutants above
permissible limits largely
owing to use of chemical
fertilisers, untreated efflu-
ents from industrial units,
poor management in the
area and further raised a
serious threat to the water
body ecosystem. With

the initiative of the Raipur
district collector Saurabh
Kumar and active support
from Dalmia Foundation
under its CSR wing, the ap-
proved Ayurvedic methods
were applied for purifica-
tion and restoring new life
into water bodies at
Kharora. Within a short
span of a couple of
months, the Ayurvedic
treatment methods of
ponds proved to be among
the most effective tech-
niques for purifying, en-
riching, preserving and
making the water useful
for public benefit, stated

the team of Dalmia Green
Vision Ltd. The
Ayurvedic technology for
rejuvenation of water with
promising results contin-
ues at Kharora and will be
replicated in adjoining
areas too, a local officer
said. “Barely few
months ago, the villagers
avoided accessing the
stinking muddy pond.
Now, the improvement in
standard quality of water
for community usage has
instilled confidence as the
Ayurvedic method appar-
ently also safeguard the
health of local residents,”
said Manisha Sharma, di-
rector Sankalp Sanskritik
Samiti, civil society organ-
isation. The rejuvenation
of the Gadhiya and Tala
ponds were no less than a
ground-breaking initiative
for the well-being of clean
water-starved inhabitants
of Kharora.

Kamla Devi
Kesharwani

Pandaria: Kamla
Devi Kesharwani,
W/o Late SK
Kesharwani, breathed
her last here on
Saturday. She was ail-
ing for past few days.
The final rites were
performed in the cre-
matorium in city and
in this family mem-
bers and near & dear
ones were present.

OBITUARY Kharora ponds rejuvenated through Ayurvedic techniques

DDoonnggaarrggaarrhh,,  MMaayy  0011::  Annual
function and prize distribution
ceremony was organized in
Government College,
Ramatola. The ceremony
started with the singing of the
State song performed in a
melodious voice by Rupesh
Yadav and Dr. Sangeeta
Rangari. 

On this occasion the
Principal of the college, Prof.
T. Thakur in his remarks said
that students not only exhibit
their talent by participating in
each and every activities of
the college, rather, they also
illuminate the name of the
institution and will bring fame
in some field or the other. Dr.
Manoj Kumar Rangari said
that talent exists in some form
or the other in every student,
so it is beneficial for the stu-
dents themselves to come for-
ward and showcase their art. 

Rupesh Yadav, Durgalal, Ish
Kumari, Manisha K. Monica,
Sukanya, Pinky, Bhumika,
Kiran and many other stu-
dents took part in the compe-
titions held and won prizes. 

The stage was conducted
by Vedprakash Gautam and
Vote of thanks was proposed
by cultural in-charge Prof. R.
Ram.

Annual function and prize 
distribution ceremony held LABOUR DAY

Labourers work at a brick kiln on the occasion of Labour Day, in Nadia, Sunday.

SUMMER DAY

A motorist holds an umbrella while driving a scooter along a road on a hot summer
day in Amritsar on Sunday

Delhi reels under 
heatwave conditions

New Delhi, May 01 (PTI):

The minimum tempera-
ture in Delhi settled at 25.8
degrees Celsius, a notch
above the season’s average,
on Sunday as the national
capital continued to reel
under heatwave conditions,
the India Meteorological
Department said.
According to the IMD, the
maximum temperature in
the national capital is ex-
pected to touch 43 degrees
Celsius on Sunday. Relative
humidity was recorded at 61
per cent.

The weatherman has
forecast partly cloudy sky
with the possibility of thun-
der development and heat-
wave conditions at isolated
places. Heatwave conditions
are expected to continue
over Delhi and adjacent re-
gions for the next three

days, whereas dust storm or
thunderstorms are expected
in isolated places over
Haryana-Chandigarh-Delhi
between May 2 and May 4,
an IMD bulletin said.

According to the IMD,
Delhi recorded its second
hottest April in 72 years
with a monthly average
maximum temperature of
40.2 degrees Celsius. The
city’s normal monthly aver-
age temperature in April is
36.30 degrees Celsius. In
2010, Delhi had logged an av-
erage monthly maximum
temperature of 40.4 degrees
Celsius.

The national capital expe-
rienced three prolonged
heatwaves this month in the
absence of periodic light
rainfall and thundershow-
ers which typify this time of
the year due to lack of ac-
tive western disturbances.

Suman Bery takes charge as Niti Aayog Vice Chairman
New Delhi, May 01 (PTI):

Eminent economist
Suman Bery on Sunday
took charge as the Vice
Chairman of the govern-
ment think tank Niti
Aayog, according to an of-
ficial statement.

Bery has previously
served as Director
General (Chief
Executive) of the
National Council of
Applied Economic
Research (NCAER) and
the global chief econo-
mist of Royal Dutch
Shell.

He was also a member
of the Prime Minister’s
Economic Advisory
Council, Statistical
Commission and the
Reserve Bank of India’s
Technical Advisory
Committee on Monetary
Policy.

“NITI Aayog welcomes
Suman Bery as NITI

Aayog’s Vice Chairman
with effect from May 1,
2022,” the statement said.

An experienced policy
economist and research
administrator, Bery has
replaced Rajiv Kumar as
the vice chairman of the
government think tank.

Kumar took over as
vice chairman of Niti
Aayog in August 2017
after the then VC Arvind
Panagariya exited the
government think-tank to
return to academics.

“Rajiv Kumar leaves
me a dynamic organisa-
tion with lots of fresh,
young talent and strong
links with stakeholders

inside and outside the
government,” the state-
ment quoted Bery as say-
ing. “I am deeply hon-
oured to have been en-
trusted with its charge at
a time of great global un-
certainty,” he said.

According to Bery, Niti
Aayog’s challenge is to de-
velop a vision of the way
ahead based on deep
analysis and wide debate
and to work with India’s
states, which is where
economic development
ultimately happens.

India’s economic and
social choices are of sig-
nificance to the entire
world, he noted.

Bery’s recent affilia-
tions include senior visit-
ing fellow at the Centre
for Policy Research, New
Delhi; non-resident fellow
at Bruegel, Brussels; and
Global Fellow at the
Woodrow Wilson Center,
Washington DC.

Indian education sector biggest target of cyber threats
New Delhi, May 01 (PTI):

India is the biggest tar-
get of cyber threats to ed-
ucational institutions and
online platforms followed
by the USA, the UK,
Indonesia and Brazil, ac-
cording to a report.

The report also says
that the adoption of re-
mote learning during the
COVID-19 pandemic, digi-
tisation of education, and
prevalence of online
learning platforms are
key triggers that enlarged
the attack surface.

The report, titled
“Cyber Threats Targeting
the Global Education
Sector”, also claimed that
data shows a 20 per cent
increase in cyber threats
to the global education
sector in the first three
months of 2022 when
compared to the corre-
sponding period of 2021.

The report has been
compiled by the Threat

Research and
Information Anayltics
Division of CloudSEK, a
Singapore-based AI-driv-
en Digital Risk
Management Enterprise.

CloudSEK’s XVigil plat-
form scours thousands of
sources (across the sur-
face, deep and dark web)
to detect cyber threats,
data leaks, brand threats
and identity thefts.

“Of the threats detected
in Asia and Pacific last
year, 58 per cent of them
were targeted at Indian or
India based educational
institutions and online
platform. Indonesia was
distant second being the
target of 10 per cent cyber
threats. This included at-
tacks on BYJU’s, IIM
Kojhikode and Tamil
Nadu’s Directorate of
Technical Education,”
the report said.

“Overall, the USA was
the second most affected
country across the globe

with a total of 19 recorded
incidents, accounting for
86 per cent of the threats
in North America. these
include ransomware at-
tacks on prestigious insti-
tutions such as Howard
University and
University of California.
In addition, high-risk API
vulnaribilities were un-
covered in Coursera, the
massive open online
course provider,” it
added.

According to Darshit
Ashara, Principal Threat
Researcher at CloudSEK,
the growing global edu-
cation and training mar-
ket both online and of-
fline, is expected to reach
USD 7.3 trillion by 2025.

“This promising out-
look is predicated on the
expanding education
technology market, pop-
ulation growth and in-
creasing digital penetra-
tion in developing coun-
tries. Hence, it’s no sur-

prise that cybercrimi-
nals are gravitating to-
wards entities and insti-
tutions in the sector,” he
said.

Adoption of remote
learning by schools, uni-
versities and related enti-
ties to combat the disrup-
tion caused by the ongo-
ing COVID-19 pandemic;
large-scale digitisation of
educational content ma-
terial, student data and
documents and online
learning platforms cater-
ing to the needs of every-
body ranging from pre-
school children to retired
professionals are among
the reasons listed in the
report, behind the trend.

The report findings in-
dicate that several cyber-
criminals are actively
leaking databases, ac-
cesses, vulnerabilities
and exploits, and other
information belonging to
educational institutions,
on cybercrime forums.

‘Priority is to ensure very high standards
of operational preparedness’

New Delhi, May 01 (PTI):

Newly-appointed Army
Chief Gen Manoj Pande
on Sunday said his “ut-
most and foremost” priori-
ty would be to ensure very
high standards of opera-
tional preparedness to face
current, contemporary
and future security chal-
lenges across the entire
spectrum of conflict.

Gen Pande also said that
he would focus on the on-
going reforms, restructur-
ing and transformation of
the Army to enhance its
operational and functional
efficiency.

The Army chief was
speaking to the media
after he was presented a
ceremonial guard of hon-
our at the South Block
lawns, a day after he took
charge of the force.

Gen Pande said the
global geopolitical situa-

tion is changing rapidly
“as a result of which we
have multiple challenges
ahead”.

“My utmost and fore-
most priority will be to
ensure very high stan-
dards of operational pre-
paredness to face the cur-
rent contemporary and

future challenges across
the entire spectrum of
conflict,” he said.

The Army chief said
his force, in coordination
with the Indian Air Force
and Navy, will effectively
deal with all possible se-
curity challenges facing
the nation.

Maha set to be become 1 trillion
dollar economy: Guv Koshyari

Mumbai, May 01 (PTI):

Maharashtra is all set to
become a one trillion-dol-
lar economy and it will be
the first state in the coun-
try to do so, Governor
Bhagat Singh Koshyari
said here on Sunday on the
occasion of 62nd anniver-
sary of the state’s forma-
tion.

Koshyari addressed an
event held at the Shivaji
Park in Mumbai’s Dadar
area where he unfurled
the national flag.

Chief Minister Uddhav
Thackeray was also pres-
ent on the occasion and
the two, who have in the
past criticised each other
on various issues, were
seen exchanging greet-
ings.

Koshyari said
Maharashtra has set an
example before the nation
while combating the three
waves of COVID-19 in a

well-planned manner.
More than 92 per cent of
the state’s adult popula-
tion has been adminis-
tered at least one dose of
COVID-19 vaccine, he said.

Though we were pass-
ing through the COVID-19

pandemic, the state did
not allow any impediment
to affect its progress and
d e v e l o p m e n t .
Maharashtra is all set to
become a one trillion dol-
lar economy and it will be
the first state in the coun-

try to do so, he said.
Koshyari said he felt

happy to note that
Maharashtra stands sec-
ond in the country in the
export preparedness
index, released by the
Niti Aayog. Maharashtra
also ranks second in the
Centre’s ‘Good
Governance Index report
2021’, he added.

The policy regarding
the electric vehicles
made by my government
is comprehensive and its
implementation has also
started in the state. As
compared to the previ-
ous year, the registra-
tion of EVs in
Maharashtra has in-
creased by 157 per cent,
the governor said. The
state government has
also decided to give re-
bates in property tax to
citizens and housing soci-
eties which will start EV
charging stations, he said.
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Sealed
i Gurugram: A private

blood bank operating
in Gurugram sector 56
was sealed by the food
and drug administra-
tion department of
Haryana after irregu-
larities surfaced dur-
ing a raid on the facili-
ty, officials said on
Saturday. An FIR was
lodged against a doc-
tor and an executive
director of the blood
bank at the local po-
lice station based on a
complaint by the de-
partment, they said.
Haryana Health
Minister Anil Vij said
raids were conducted
on the blood bank in
Sushant Lok Part-2,
Sector-56, based on
specific inputs. The
action was part of a
campaign against
blood centers involved
in illegal activities, he
added.

Relief
i Kolkata: Rain

brought relief from
sweltering heat in the
southern districts of
West Bengal on
Saturday. Moderate
rains hit Kolkata and
its neighbouring
Howrah and North 24
Parganas districts and
other parts of south
Bengal in the evening.
A squall passed over
Kolkata from the
northwest gusting up
to 64 km per hour
around 7:20 pm, a
weather department
spokesperson said.
While 11.3 mm rain-
fall was recorded in
Alipore observatory
(south Kolkata), 27.6
mm rainfall was
recorded in Dumdum
(north Kolkata), the
spokesperson said.

Arrested
i Imphal: An insurgent

belonging to the pro-
scribed People’s
Liberation Army
(PLA) outfit has been
apprehended in
Manipur’s Bishnupur
district, Assam Rifles
said in a statement.
Acting on a tip-off, a
joint team of Manipur
Police and Assam
Rifles conducted a
search operation in
Kodompokpi
Lamkhai area on
Friday and nabbed the
militant, it said. The
insurgent has been
handed over to
Nambol police station
for further investiga-
tion, it added.

2 killed
i Baghpat (UP): Two

people, including a po-
lice home guard, were
killed on Sunday
when a speeding truck
hit a camel cart and a
motorcycle on the
Delhi-Saharanpur
highway in Baghpat
district of Uttar
Pradesh, police said.
The deceased were
identified as home
guard Amit Kumar
(40) and Sajid (35).
Kumar was riding the
motorcycle and Sajid
was on the camel cart.

Raped
i Shahjahanpur (UP): A

30-year-old woman was
allegedly raped by five
men, who also recorded
the act and made the
video viral, police said
on Sunday. The woman,
in her complaint, al-
leged that on April 22,
five men dragged her
into a hut outside her
house and took turns to
rape her. An FIR of
gang rape was regis-
tered on Saturday based
on the complaint of the
woman, resident of a
village in Madanapur
police station area,
Additional
Superintendent of
Police (City) Sanjay
Kumar said, adding
that a probe into the
matter is on.

Police personnel march past in a parade on the occasion
of Maharashtra Day, at Thane Police Ground, Sunday.
Maharashtra Day commemorates the formation of the
state in 1960. 

Newly appointed Chief of the Army Staff Lieutenant
General Manoj Pande writes in the visitors book during his
visit to the National War Memorial, in New Delhi, Sunday.

New Delhi, May 01 (PTI):

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on
Sunday greeted the people
of Gujarat and
Maharashtra on the foun-
dation day of the two west-
ern states and lauded
their accomplishments in
diverse fields.

Maharashtra and
Gujarat were formed after
the enactment of the
Bombay Reorganisation
Act, 1960.

“On Gujarat’s
Foundation Day, my greet-
ings to the people of
Gujarat. Inspired by the
ideals of Mahatma
Gandhi, Sardar Patel and
several other greats, the
people of Gujarat are
widely admired for their
diverse accomplish-

ments,” Modi, who hails
from Gujarat, said in a
tweet.

May Gujarat keep pro-
gressing in the coming
years, he said.

In another tweet, the
prime minister extended
wishes to the people of
Maharashtra on
Maharashtra Day. “This
state has made phenome-
nal contributions to na-
tional progress.

PM greets people of Gujarat, Maha on their statehood day

New Delhi: Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi on
Sunday greeted the peo-
ple of Gujarat and
Maharashtra on the
foundation day of their
states, lauding the contri-
bution of the two states
in the country’s
progress.

Gandhi also hailed the
contribution of workers
on Labour Day, saying
the development of any
country is impossible
without workers.

“Best wishes on
International Labour
Day to all my labourer
brothers and sisters who
have dedicated their lives

to nation building,” the
former Congress chief
said.

“No matter how diffi-
cult the circumstances,
the Congress party and I
are with you,” he said.

Gandhi also extended
wishes to the people of
Gujarat and
Maharashtra on the
foundation day of the
two western states.
Maharashtra and
Gujarat were formed
after the enactment of
the Bombay
Reorganisation Act, 1960.

“My best wishes to the
people of Gujarat on
Gujarat Day.

Rahul greets people 

Thiruvananthapuram, May 01 (PTI):

Senior Kerala politi-
cian P C George was ar-
rested by police on
Sunday for his alleged
controversial remarks
against Muslims.

He was taken into cus-
tody early in the morning
from his residence in
Erattupetta in Kottayam
district and taken by
road, in his personal vehi-
cle, to the
Thiruvananthapuram
AR Camp where his ar-
rest was formally record-
ed for the offence of pro-
moting enmity between
different religious groups
under section 153A of the
IPC. George was taken
into custody by officers
from the
Thiruvananthapuram
Fort police station on the
directions of the state po-

lice chief Anil Kant. The
FIR was lodged against
him on Saturday.

The entire episode from
the time he was taken
into custody till his arrest
being recorded saw a lot
of drama ranging from
BJP workers extending
him their wishes and sup-
port at various places on
the road to
Thiruvananthapuram,
DYFI activists waving
black flags at him outside
the AR camp and then
Minister of State for
External Affairs and
Parliamentary Affairs V
Muraleedharan being de-
nied permission to enter
the AR camp. Visuals
aired by TV channels also
showed a group of pro-
testers, reportedly DYFI
activists, throwing rotten
eggs at the vehicle carry-
ing George.

PC George arrested for controversial
remarks against Muslims



CENTRAL CHRONICLE, BILASPUR,  MONDAY, MAY 02,  2022

MAY DAY PROTESTS

Protesters gather as they take part in the annual May Day (Labour Day) marking the
international day of the worker, in Athens, on Sunday.

PEOPLE QUEUE TO BOARD A FERRY

In this aerial photograph people wait in a queue to board a ferry to travel to their na-
tive places to celebrate Eid al-Fitr, which marks the end of the Muslim’s holy festival
of Ramadan in Dhaka on Sunday.

BRIEF

8 children killed
Cairo: At least eight
children died
Saturday when a pas-
senger tricycle over-
turned and sank in an
irrigation channel in
Egypt’s Nile Delta, au-
thorities said. The ac-
cident took place in
the city of Itay el-
Baroud in the
Mediterranean
province of Beheira.
The children were
workers at a factory in
the city, around 140
km (87 miles) north of
the capital of Cairo, a
police statement said.
The three-wheeled ve-
hicle was carrying at
least 13 people when it
overturned and sank
in the channel early
Saturday. Rescuers re-
trieved the bodies of
eight children be-
tween 12-15 years old,
health authorities
said. At least four oth-
ers survived and res-
cue workers were
searching for at least
one other.

Police face off 
Ottawa (Canada):
Police wearing hel-
mets and shields
made several arrests
Friday night in
Canada’s capital after
facing off against pro-
testers opposed to
COVID-19 mandates.
Big-rig trucks at-
tempted to make their
way to Parliament
Hill as part of the
Rolling Thunder rally,
organised by Freedom
Fighters Canada, a
group dedicated to
speaking out against
COVID-19 mandates.
Many of the protest-
ers were also part of
the three-week
Freedom Convoy
demonstration that
gridlocked Ottawa’s
downtown earlier this
year with big rigs,
prompting Canada’s
federal government to
invoke the
Emergencies Act for
the first time. That
protest ended after
hundreds of police of-
ficers moved in to dis-
perse the crowds,
making dozens of ar-
rests.

Shooting
Jackson (US): One
person is dead and
several others were
injured following a
shooting at a festival
in Mississippi, accord-
ing to sheriff officials.
Hinds County Sheriff
Tyree Jones said on
social media that sev-
eral people were taken
to local hospitals
Saturday night with
unknown injuries,
and one person was
confirmed dead at the
scene. Jones said the
incident occurred at
the Mississippi State
Fairgrounds, which is
hosting the
Mississippi Mudbug
Festival. Jones said an
officer involved shoot-
ing investigation is
underway stemming
from this incident, but
did not provide addi-
tional details.

Police arrest 9
Beijing: Chinese po-
lice arrested a build-
ing owner and eight
other people Sunday,
two days after the
structure collapsed,
leaving dozens
trapped or missing,
police and state
media said. The offi-
cial Xinhua News
Agency said the
building owner was
among the arrested.
Police in the city of
Changsha said they
had also arrested
three people in charge
of design and con-
struction and five oth-
ers for what they said
was a false safety as-
sessment for a guest
house on the fourth to
sixth floors.

Singapore, May 01 (PTI):

Singapore must brace up
for an arduous road ahead
with multiple economic
challenges such as spi-
ralling inflation and rising
energy prices, Prime
Minister Lee Hsien Loong
warned on Sunday as he
urged citizens to stay open
and make our economy
stronger and more re-
silient.

The ongoing war in
Ukraine, which shows no
signs of abating, has un-
dermined the global order,
which has hit smaller city-
states like Singapore,
whose security depended
on the international rule of
law, Lee said during his

May Day address.
As a result of global

headwinds driving up en-
ergy prices, Singapore will
take a hit of SGD 8 billion a
year, he added, citing esti-
mates by the Ministry of
Trade and Industry. “That
is 1.5 per cent of our GDP,”
Lee said. “That means we
have become collectively
SGD8 billion poorer off per
year, and there is no escape
from this,” The Straits
Times quoted Lee as saying

at the rally held to observe
Workers’ Day here.

Singapore imports near-
ly all its supplies of energy,
except for the solar elec-
tricity that it generates it-
self. For example, when the
oil price was around USD
50 per barrel, Singapore’s
annual imports of crude
oil and natural gas cost
roughly SGD30 billion per
year. But when oil prices
double to USD100 per bar-
rel, as they have done in
the last 16 months,
Singapore has to pay dou-
ble too, which means an
extra SGD30 billion per
year, Lee said. “We can re-
cover part of this by charg-
ing more for our exports.
But the rest has to be borne

by us - by Singapore house-
holds, businesses and the
government,” he ex-
plained.

The war has worsened
global inflation as Russia is
a major exporter of oil and
gas, and Ukraine is among
the world’s largest ex-
porters of cereal crops and
vegetable oils, he noted.
Lee added that the stakes
in the crisis are also rising,
as the war continues with-
out a positive outcome in
sight. Last week,
Singapore’s central bank
said that it expects global
growth to taper down to 3.9
per cent in 2022 from 5.4
per cent last year as infla-
tion climbed to a 14-year
high.

Brace up for more economic challenges: Singapore PM Lee

Beijing, May 01 (PTI):

At least 39 people
were missing and 23
trapped in a six-storey
residential building
collapse in China’s cen-
tral Hunan province,
authorities said on
Saturday.

Chinese President Xi
Jinping has ordered all-
out efforts to rescue the
trapped and injured
people.

Five people have been
rescued and admitted
to nearby hospitals.

The six-story build-
ing, which has a floor

area of about 700
square meters, toppled
at noon on Friday in
Changsha city’s
Wangcheng district,
state-run China Global
Television Network re-
ported. Rescuers were
searching for more sur-
vivors as 39 people were
reported missing. At
least 23 have been
trapped.

The owner of the
building has been de-
tained.

Huang Ming, minis-
ter of emergency man-
agement, in a video
conference on Saturday

called for an inspection
of work safety to pre-
vent further accidents.

“Related depart-
ments should launch a
crackdown on illegal
and irregular building
activities such as unau-
thorised construction
and unauthorised alter-
ation of the main struc-
ture to prevent collaps-
es and other similar ac-
cidents,” Huang said.

On Saturday, Chinese
State Councilor Wang
Yong led a team to
Changsha to guide res-
cue and emergency re-
sponse.

Over 20 trapped, 39 missing
in China building collapse

Washington, May 01 (PTI):

The “liberal world
order” that laid the foun-
dation for global peace,
stability and prosperity
since World War II is now
under “serious assault”,
US President Joe Biden
has said as he joined the
White House correspon-
dents in celebrating free-
dom of press and speech.

Joined by over 2,500 cel-
ebrated guests from
across the US from polity,
bureaucracy, entertain-
ment and corporate sec-
tors Biden became the
first US president in six
years to attend the annual
White House
C o r r e s p o n d e n t s
Association Dinner on
Saturday.

While the event was
cancelled in the last two

years due to COVID-19 re-
strictions, Biden’s prede-
cessor Donald Trump did
not attend the function in
the first three years.

This is the first time a
president has attended in
six years it’s understand-
able we had a horrible
plague followed by two
years of Covid. Just imag-
ine if my predecessor
came to this dinner this
year now that would real-
ly have been a real coup,
Biden said as he went seri-
ous on the threat that
democracy is facing glob-
ally. We’re in a time when

what we so long taken for
granted is facing the
gravest of threats. and I’m
being deadly earnest.
Overseas, the liberal
world order that laid the
foundation for global
peace, stability and pros-
perity since World War II
is genuinely, seriously
under assault, Biden said
in his maiden address to
the WHCA Dinner as the
president of the United
States. Biden, though, has
been attending the annual
dinner since early 1970
when he was first elected
as a Senator from
Delaware. And at home, a
poison is running through
our democracy...all this
taking place with disinfor-
mation massively on the
rise. But the truth is
buried by lies, and the lies
live on as truth.

‘Liberal world order’ under
serious assault, says Biden

Colombo, May 01 (PTI):

Sri Lanka’s beleaguered
President Gotabaya
Rajapaksa on Sunday
urged all political parties to
set aside their differences
and appealed to the wor-
ried citizens to join hands
to steer a “pro-people strug-
gle”, amidst growing de-
mands for his govern-
ment’s immediate resigna-
tion over its failure to tack-
le the country’s worst eco-
nomic crisis.

His message to the peo-
ple on International
Workers’ Day came a day
after the powerful Buddhist
clergy in the island nation
warned that people would
be influenced to reject all
politicians if Prime
Minister Mahinda
Rajapaksa, Gotabaya’s
elder brother, did not re-
sign to make way for an in-

terim government to re-
solve the political and eco-
nomic crisis in the country.
“On this
#InternationalWorkersDay,
I once again invite all polit-
ical party leaders in #lka to
come to a consensus on be-
half of the people. It’s my
sincere wish to call on the
people to join hands to
steer a pro-people struggle
setting aside political dif-
ferences,” Gotabaya tweet-
ed. Sri Lanka is currently in
the throes of unprecedented
economic turmoil since its
independence from Britain

in 1948. The crisis is caused
in part by a lack of foreign
currency, which has meant
that the country cannot af-
ford to pay for imports of
staple foods and fuel, lead-
ing to acute shortages and
very high prices. On
Thursday, nearly 1,000 trade
unions staged a one-day na-
tionwide strike, demanding
the immediate resignation
of the government, includ-
ing President Gotabaya and
Prime Minister Mahinda.

The unions from a num-
ber of sectors, including the
state service, health, ports,
electricity, education and
postal joined the strike
under the theme Bow to the
people - government go
home’, urging the
President, the Prime
Minister and the govern-
ment to go home’. In his
May Day message,
Gotabaya said instead of fol-

lowing up on who is respon-
sible for the current prob-
lematic situation, what is
needed is to focus on what
action can be taken to pro-
vide immediate relief to the
public, online portal news-
first.lk reported. Pointing
out that in the past three
years, the group that faced
the most serious challenges
in the country are the work-
ing class, the president said
they are also the ones who
were resilient in the face of
all these challenges and
made great commitments to
strengthen the national
economy.

“As the day-to-day chal-
lenges they face are even
more intense today, the gov-
ernment is taking various
approaches to liberate the
people from this situation
and alleviate the oppressive
nature of the situation,” he
said.

Lankan prez Rajapaksa urges political
parties to set aside differences

Cash-strapped Pakistan gets USD 8 billion
in financial support from Saudi Arabia

Islamabad, May 01 (PTI):

Saudi Arabia has agreed
to provide Pakistan with a
“sizeable package” of
around USD 8 billion to
help the cash-starved coun-
try bolster dwindling forex
reserves and revive its ail-
ing economy, a media re-
port said on Sunday.

Pakistan has faced grow-
ing economic challenges,
with high inflation, sliding
forex reserves, a widening
current account deficit and
a depreciating currency.

Pakistan secured the
deal during the visit of
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif to Saudi Arabia.
The financial package in-
cludes doubling of the oil
financing facility, addition-
al money either through de-
posits or Sukuks and
rolling over of the existing

USD 4.2 billion facilities.,
The News newspaper re-
ported. “However, technical
details are being worked
out and it will take a couple
of weeks to get all docu-
ments ready,” the report

said, citing top official
sources privy to the devel-
opment.

Prime Minister Sharif
and his official entourage
have left Saudi Arabia but
Minister for Finance

Miftah Ismail is still in the
Gulf country to finalise the
modalities of the financial
package.

“Just said goodbye to
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif and other col-
leagues at Jeddah Airport,
who are on their way to
Islamabad after a brief
stopover in Abu Dhabi to
meet Crown Prince
Muhammad Bin Zayed. I
remain in SA to meet Saudi
officials and start techni-
cal-level talks,” Ismail said
in a tweet. Pakistan had
proposed doubling the oil
facility from USD 1.2 billion
to USD 2.4 billion and Saudi
Arabia agreed to it. It was
also agreed that the exist-
ing deposits of USD 3 bil-
lion would be rolled over
for an extended period of
up to June 2023, according
to an official.

A handout picture provided by the Saudi Royal Palace
shows Saudi Arabia’s Crown Prince Mohammed Bin
Salman (R) welcoming Pakistani Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif in Jeddah.

Tornado rips through Kansas; 3
students killed in crash

Wichita (US), May 01 (AP):

A tornado that bar-
relled through parts of
Kansas destroyed or dam-
aged hundreds of homes
and buildings, injured
several people and left
more than 15,000 people
without power, officials
said Saturday.

In addition to wreckage
from the tornado itself,
three University of
Oklahoma meteorology
students travelling back
from storm chasing in
Kansas were also killed in
a crash Friday evening,
according to officials.

Nicholas Nair, 20, of
Denton, Texas; Gavin
Short, 19, of Grayslake,
Illinois; and Drake
Brooks, 22, of Evansville,
Indiana, died in the crash
shortly before 11:30 pm
Friday, according to an
Oklahoma Highway
Patrol report.

The three were in a ve-
hicle being driven by Nair
southbound on Interstate
35 when the vehicle hy-
droplaned and was struck
by a tractor-trailer rig in
Tonkawa, about 85 miles
(137 km) north of
Oklahoma City, the report
said. A statement released
by OU said: The universi-
ty is devastated to learn of
the tragic passing of three
students. Each were val-
ued and loved members of
our community.”

More than 1,000 build-
ings were affected when a
strong twister swept
through Andover on
Friday evening, according
to authorities. In the day-
light Saturday, emergency
crews found a more wide-
spread path of destruc-
tion than was earlier esti-
mated.

“We now know that our
damage path extended ap-
proximately 3 1/2 to 4
miles (5.6 to 6.4 km) to the
north of where we be-

lieved it to have ended last
night, Andover Deputy
Fire Chief Mike Roosevelt
said at a briefing.

There were no reported
fatalities or critical in-
juries from the tornado it-
self, despite the wide-
spread destruction.
Officials said only a few
injuries had been report-
ed. In Sedgwick County,
three people were injured,
including one woman
who sustained serious in-
juries.

Search and rescue oper-
ations continued
Saturday with more than
200 emergency respon-
ders from 30 agencies.
Officials kept volunteers
away from the damage
until a secondary search
of debris is done.

Andover Fire Chief
Chad Russell said earlier
that some neighbourhood
homes were completely
blown away.
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The cat is out 
of the bag 

So once again the cat is out
of the bag. The greatest
fraudster Assam has ever
produced, namely Akhil
Gogoi, the self-styled messi-
ah of the poor farmer, has
been caught in the wrong
foot by his comrade in
arms, namely Kamal
Medhi, another habitual
deserter. Immediately after
joining hands with Akhil
Gogoi, Kamal Medhi along
with the other vocal Raijor
Dal leaders started holding
press conferences cursing
the ruling BJP alliance
with all possible charges
and promised the voters a
corruption-free Assam. As
expected, their bonhomie
was very short-lived and
they parted company as
they had differences over
sharing of the loot. A very
simple message to both
Akhil Gogoi and Kamal
Medhi: “You cannot fool all
the people all the time.
Leave public life and start a
new career as a power bro-
ker.” Before parting, I
would like to request the
local TV channels not to in-
vite these two obnoxious
persons as panelists in
their TV debates as they
are eyesore for us.

Joel Gayari, Tangla.

A child’s education 
With each passing year,
school admission for a child
is getting tougher in India.
Indian parents start think-
ing about their child’s early
learning and education as
soon as the child attains the
age of 3 years. With plenty
of options to explore online,
parents start searching for
the best pre-schools or nurs-
ery schools close to their
living areas. Defining a
chronological age for
school entry is, therefore,
imperative in educational
planning. In fact, experts on
child development have
reservations on whether
teaching at an early stage
really gives the child any
long-term advantage. On
the contrary, they caution
about the dangers that such
an early introduction to for-
mal learning may entail.
Faced with a choice of put-
ting a child in an earlier or
later class, wise parents
would always choose the
latter. Weighing all options,
therefore, the ideal age of a
child’s entry to LKG should
be four years and Class-I
should be six years. A mis-
taken impression amongst
parents is that their chil-
dren will “lose a year” if
they are put in a class lower
than what they are official-
ly eligible for. But the truth
is that these children are
“gifted an extra year” â “ a
year in which they can dra-
matically increase their
chances of being successful
in their lives.

Ranganathan
Sivakumar, via email

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

WHAT THEY TWEET!

RRaajjddeeeepp  SSaarrddeessaaii
@@ssaarrddeessaaiirraajjddeeeepp

‘Spirit of Mumbai’  at 7
am: yoga, cycling, aero-

bics.. Marine Drive is
staying ‘fit’.. happy

Labour day. Maharashtra
and Gujarat day. 

Always good to be a
‘Western’ Indian!

#NoPlaceLikeMumbai

PP..  CChhiiddaammbbaarraamm@@
PPCChhiiddaammbbaarraamm__IINN

The Ministries of Coal, Railway
and Power are desperately

inventing excuses to hide their
monumental incompetence.If

they believed the yarn that we
were witnessing a V-shaped
recovery, they would have

stepped up coal production and
coal imports.

PPIIBB  IInnddiiaa@@PPIIBB__IInnddiiaa
Oil marketing companies to

organize more than 5000 LPG pan-
chayats on the occasion of

#Ujjwala diwas on 1st May 2022.

RRaajjnnaatthh  SSiinngghh
@@rraajjnnaatthhssiinngghh

Greetings to my sisters and
brothers of Gujarat on the

state’s Foundation Day. The
people of Gujarat are

known for their entrepre-
neurial skills, hospitality,

determination & industrious
nature. Wishing them suc-

cess in their various
endeavours.

MMeeeennaakkaasshhii  LLeekkhhii@@MM__LLeekkhhii
Had a warm welcome at the Hindu Temple in Panama. Honored to be the first Minister to visit the temple,

built in 1979. Planted a sapling in the vicinity of the temple. Glad that Indian community which came to Panama
several decades ago, have maintained their ethos & culture.

PPrreessss  TTrruusstt  ooff  IInnddiiaa@@PPTTII__NNeewwss
Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelensky urges Russian soldiers

not to fight in Ukraine, says even
their generals expected that

thousands of them would die.

PP rime Minister Narendra Modi will visit Germany, Denmark and
France next week. This will be his first visit abroad in 2022. But,

more than that the upcoming Europe tour comes amid the challenging
situation arising out of the Russian invasion of Ukraine. This is because
New Delhi will have to navigate questions from its European partners,
who will seek India’s support. Bilateral ties with Germany, France and
the Nordic countries will help shape the agenda and outcome of the
visit. Amidst the Russia-Ukraine crisis, the high level visit led by PM
Modi to Germany is seen as an opportunity by both New Delhi and Berlin
to enhance and intensify cooperation in a broad range of areas and for
the two governments to exchange views on regional and global matters
of mutual interest. It is pertinent to note that the year 2021 also marked
70 years of the establishment of the diplomatic relations between both
the countries which have been strategic partners since 2000. This visit
will be an opportunity to enhance and intensify cooperation in a broad
range of areas and for the two governments to exchange views on
regional and global matters of mutual interest. In Berlin, Modi will hold
bilateral talks with German Chancellor Olaf Scholz and the two leaders
will co-chair the sixth edition of the India-Germany Inter-Governmental
Consultations (IGC)-a unique dialogue format that also sees participa-
tion of several ministers from both sides. Modi will then travel to
Copenhagen at the invitation of the Prime Minister of Denmark Mette
Frederiksen and participate in the India-Nordic Summit being hosted by
Denmark. The Summit will focus on subjects like post-pandemic eco-
nomic recovery, climate change, innovation and technology, renewable
energy, the evolving global security scenario and India-Nordic coopera-
tion in the Arctic region. Before flying back home, he will briefly stop
over in Paris and meet French President Emmanuel Macron, who has just
been re-elected, defeating rival Marine Le Pen in a fiercely fought pres-
idential election. India and France are celebrating 75 years of their diplo-
matic relations this year and the meeting between the two leaders will
set a more ambitious agenda of the Strategic Partnership. The Russian
aggression in Ukraine will most likely figure in Modi’s talks with the
European leaders in all three countries. Reflecting the EU’s tough
approach in dealing with the Russian aggression, European Commission
President Ursula von der Leyen said at the Raisina Dialogue that Europe
will make sure that Moscow’s “unprovoked and unjustified” aggression
against Ukraine will be a “strategic failure. India has not yet publicly
condemned the Russian attack on Ukraine and has been calling for the
resolution of the conflict through dialogue and diplomacy.

PM to tour Europe amid
challenging times

RR ussian President, Vladimir Putin, had warned the west of â€œunpre-
dictable consequencesâ€  in case of continuing weapons supplies to

Ukraine. What appears to be more and more unpredictable is the course
of the war and its consequences. Russians are perhaps becoming impa-
tient with Putinâ€™s Ukraine war and voices are speaking out. To hide his
blatant failures and the increasing toll on military personnel, Putin has
now embarked upon a â€œnuclear sabre rattlingâ€ , as many experts in
the West are thinking. Recently, Putin has tested a so-called â€œnewâ€™
inter-continental ballistic missile which can carry nuclear weapons. In his
reaction, Putin has claimed this move should force the West to re-think.
Notwithstanding, the West and Americans are not apparently feeling
threatened. The world realizes this is to hide his battleground failures. Too
many threats of nuclear consequences are actually making these blunted.
The situation is reportedly hotting up at home for the Russian president,
Vladimir Putin. Kremlin insiders are said to be uncomfortable with the ris-
ing number of fatalities to the Russian side in the war and expensive dam-
ages. Even Putinâ€™s inner circle, so long silent, have started speaking
out. In the latest instance, one of the top oligarchs in the core circles of
Putin has blasted him for his â€œinsane warâ€ . Russian billionaire Oleg
Tinkov, founder of Tinkoff Bank and a number of other companies in insur-
ance and finance, has directly criticized Putin and called this a mad-
manâ€™s war in his social media site. Earlier, another two oligarchs had
criticized the Russian president, short of naming him directly. This is
because the war is hurting the direct interests of the oligarchs and their
wealth. The oligarchs are increasingly sliding out of the global billionaires
list. The triggers are the collateral damages of Russian presidentâ€™s
actions. Putinâ€™s directive that all Russian companies must be de-listed
from western stocks markets has already sharply brought down their mar-
ket capitalization. For example, Tinkov is no longer the billionaire he was.
So many others have also slipped from the league tables. These pro-
nouncements had dented the image of Putin and his hold as well. On top,
the Zelensky statements and interview are directly clawing away Russian
images and those of Putin in particular.   Last week, the Ukrainian presi-
dent, Volodimir Zelensky, gave an interview in course of which he
observed that he could no longer believe the world. He even stated, rather
bluntly, that the western nations did not have â€œthe gutsâ€  to stand up
to an autocrat. He was referring to the Russian threat that weapons sup-
plies to Ukraine could bring in â€œunpredictable consequencesâ€ . His
first salvo while launching the Ukraine war was that any interference in
Ukraine from any country would bring in retribution that was unseen in
history. Russian president Vladimir Putinâ€™s threats were interpreted as
a threat to make nuclear strikes on those butting in. The threats had raised
questions and uncertainty about future supplies of weapons needed for
defending against Russiaâ€™s heightened attacks. In his interview he
sounded rather despondent and somewhat frayed, when talking about
Ukraine being the bulkhead of democracies against its fight with the
autocracies. He was aggrieved that even when Ukraine was fighting the
cause of the liberal democracies there was little appreciation of the costs
being paid by his country and support from allies. A war is not just a fight
on the ground. It is a fight against the adversaries on the ideological plane
as well. The Russian are already on the back foot due to the fact that while
they expected their so-called â€œspecial military operationâ€  to last a
few days and capture the countryâ€™s capital Kyiv in a blitzkrieg, that
assessment has been belied. Coming on top of that, the sinking of the flag-
ship of the Black Sea fleet has torpedoes the Kremlinâ€™s standing. It is
clear that the Russians had no real information on Ukraine and its pre-
paredness based on special training and grooming in the hands of US mil-
itary experts for the last eight years. Despite the Russian threats to face
possible strikes from Russia to weapons supply lines in the countryâ€™s
border areas, the United States has now stated the urgency with which
they are supplying weapons and systems to the Ukrainians. Top level US
defence department spokesmen issued unattributed statements that a
major worry of US supplies of massive caches of weapons is that these
were going into right hands. It is feared that even if a portion of these
weapons trickle into unwanted hands, these can have disastrous implica-
tions. This is because in war time and the situation in Ukraine as such,
there is little tracking of the weapons supplies on ground. The US sources
have told western press that the top priority now is to keep Ukrainians
adequately supplied with weapons they are required for the moment
against Russian offensive, like long range missiles and anti-tank and anti-
ship weapons fr different war theatres. Responding to the Zelensky out-
pourings, the European Union has also come out with their versions on
weapons supplies. The EU has stated it was committed to the cause of
Ukraine and its war with Russia. They would brook no other considerations
than the objective of Ukraine winning the war over Russia. It is to be
appreciated that every utterance in a war time is a scripted piece and
delivered for obtaining certain results. Zelenskyâ€™s address to parlia-
ments across the world and his every statement is crafted to project a cer-
tain images and narratives to gain further help in the cause of the war. 

Despite heavy resistance
but winning perception war
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Buddhists march with giant lanterns in a parade during the Lotus Lantern Festival to celebrate for the  upcoming birthday of
Buddha on May 8 in Seoul, South Korea.

TT he global pandemic of Covid-
19 has indeed brought many

changes into our day to day lives. It
has destroyed our economy on the
one hand and it has given people
some mental stress on the other.
Many businesses have to depart
from the screen. A large section of
people has become jobless. The
nationwide lockdown has ended in
smoking many dreams and aspira-
tions. Now, though the Covid situa-
tion seems to be under control,
people are afraid of starting any
new business. They are totally con-
fused. News of Covid is still on
some satellite channels.

It will indeed take some time to
restore normalcy. Though all these
seem to be a total loss, it’s obvious
that good days will surely come
again. Everything will be normal
after some time. It may take some
time, but, surely, nothing lasts for-
ever. There’s not a single section of
society which is not affected by the
Covid-19. Among all these, the sec-
tion that has suffered the worst is
the student community.

Due to the pandemic, regular
classes had been suspended in
schools and colleges. Online class-
es started in place of regular class-
es. Some examinations were not
held and some, on the other hand,
were held in online mode. Results
of some examinations, which were
not held, were declared based on
previous assessments. The student
community is badly affected by
Covid-19. Now the question is all
about the efficacy of the online
education system and the post-
Covid impact of mobile phones on

the students in the name of so-
called online education. Nobody
can indeed be static in a dynamic
world. Moreover, during this dark
period, there was no alternative to
the online education system. So,
people were compelled to walk
with time. But the point is: whether
the students are benefited from the
online education system in the real
sense of the term, whether they
have gained adequate knowledge
to make themselves eligible for
upper standards. Whether they
have completed their syllabus
related to the next level. These are
some very relevant questions
which are closely connected to the
students.

It must be said that despite hav-
ing some great advantages and
positive effects, most parents tried
to keep their children away from
mobile phones and the internet
before online education. It’s
because most parents are aware of
the negative sides of the internet.
Many families had no mobile
phones. Many had phones, but no
facilities for the internet. Sensible
parents didn’t allow their children
to use mobile phones. Mobile
phones were not regarded as an
essential device for students at the
school level before the pandemic.
But the global pandemic of Covid-
19 has completely changed the
entire scenario. Parents, who tried
to keep their children away from
mobile phones and who used to
advise their children not to use
mobile phones, were compelled to
provide them with an android
phone with the net pack as the edu-
cation system was made online
during the global pandemic. It’s
time that brought this rapid change
to the student community and the
entire society as a whole.

The concept of imparting educa-
tion through online mode can never
be underestimated. It’s indeed a
timely solution. To learn something
is indeed better than nothing and
most of the students were greatly
benefited from it. But now the mat-
ter of concern is the post-Covid
impact of mobile phones on the stu-

dents, i.e. mobile addiction or
mobile mania. If one goes to neigh-
bours or relatives, the picture
becomes clear. There was a time
when some kith and kin or guests
came home, kids used to enjoy
their presence. They made conver-
sations with the guests and spent
quality time with them. The whole
environment became jubilant. A
bond of love was certainly there.
But today the picture is completely
different. Kids are busy with mobile
phones. They are so busy with a
mobile phones that they have no
time to talk with the guests or
other family members. Let alone
guests or family members, they pay
no hid to anybody. They are busy
only with Facebook, WhatsApp,
youtube, making reels etc. Neither
culture nor hospitality is found in
their behaviour. They have forgot-
ten the human qualities, social
interaction and socialization.
Everybody knows the adverse
effects of mobile phones. Too much
use of mobile phones may cause
some serious health issues such as
stress, anxiety, depression and var-
ious mental diseases. Moreover,
fake news, fabricated stories, and
wrong information available on
some posts on social media and
some websites may misguide or
mislead the kids. The antisocial ele-
ments such as pornography, and
exciting videos may develop some
negative thoughts among the kids. 

But still, a large number of par-
ents pay no hid to all these and a
section of parents is unaware of the
fact. It’s very upsetting that in the
name of online education, a large
number of parents have arranged
an android phone with a net pack
somehow, and they feel that they
have completed their responsibili-
ty. It seems that providing the
mobile with the net pack is the only
responsibility of the parents. They
have no time to look into the online
activities or changing behaviour of
their children. They get self-satis-
faction thinking that they are doing
enough by providing a mobile
phone. But whether their kids are
utilizing the phone or misusing it,

all these are minor things for them.
Now the Covid situation is under
control. People have started normal
lives. Regular classes in place of
online classes have been started in
schools. So, it’s time every parent
rescued their children from mobile
addiction by taking back the mobile
phones from their children or limit-
ing their use as far as possible. But
it seems that Covid is about to fin-
ish, but mobile addiction among
the students is still high. Wherever
one goes, the mobile phone using a
picture of kids is very common. No
doubt that mobile is one of the
fastest means of communication.
Android phone with internet facility
is very useful. It has immense ben-
efits. Students can acquire knowl-
edge from it if it is used properly.
Limited use of mobile phones under
the supervision of parents can
never be bad for school-going stu-
dents. 

But if there is no control of par-
ents over the kids on the use of
mobile phones or their activities,
it’s sure that such kids will go
astray. It may be the reason for the
downfall of the kids. It’s indeed a
serious matter. Parents should take
it seriously. As regular classes have
started, parents should try to keep
their phones away from their kids.
Instead, kids should be involved in
games and sports. Parents should
try to cultivate good habits among
the kids. They can bring home sto-
rybooks, comics, magazines, biog-
raphies, autobiographies and vari-
ous books on general knowledge.
By observing the interest of the
kids, parents can make necessary
arrangements for their children.
They can engage their children in
various co-curricular activities.
Parents must give time to their chil-
dren to bring out the best in them.
One thing is clear we have lost
many people, so many things dur-
ing the pandemic. It’s indeed a big
loss. But if we can’t rescue our new
generation from mobile addiction
developed after the pandemic, it’s
sure that society is going to face
such a great loss that can never be
compensated.

Post-Covid impact of mobile phones on the students

HHaarrsshhaa  BBhhooggllee
@@bbhhoogglleehhaarrsshhaa

The wounds of the last eight
games converted a pretty rea-

sonable chase into a slightly jit-
tery one for #MI. 

With the monkey off the back, I
won't be surprised if we see

more powerful performances in
the remaining games.

BASANTA BARUAH

LOTUS LANTERN FESTIVAL



CENTRAL CHRONICLE, BILASPUR,  MONDAY, MAY  02,  2022

BRIEF

Fuel sales growth
New Delhi: India's
petrol and diesel sales
growth moderated in
April while cooking
gas LPG consumption
fell as record high
prices dented demand,
preliminary industry
data showed on
Sunday. Petrol sales
growth moderated to
2.1 per cent in April
when compared with
the same period in the
preceding month,
while diesel demand
was almost flat.
Cooking gas LPG,
which had consistently
shown growth even
during the pandemic
period, saw a massive
9.1 per cent month-on-
month drop in con-
sumption during April.

Hyundai sales dips
New Delhi: Hyundai
Motor India on Sunday
reported a 5 per cent
decline in total sales at
56,201 units in April
2022. The company had
sold 59,203 units in the
same month last year,
Hyundai Motor India
Ltd said in a statement.
Domestic sales were
down 10 per cent to
44,001 units last month,
as against 49,002 units
in April 2021. Exports
increased to 12,200
units as compared to
10,201 units in April
last year, the auto
major said.

ATF price hiked 
New Delhi: Jet fuel
prices on Sunday were
hiked by 3.22 per cent --
the ninth straight in-
crease this year -- to an
all-time high, reflect-
ing a surge in global
energy prices. The
price of aviation tur-
bine fuel (ATF) -- the
fuel that helps aero-
planes fly -- was hiked
by Rs 3,649.13 per kilo-
litre, or 3.22 per cent,
to Rs 1,16,851.46 per kl
(Rs 116.8 per litre) in
the national capital,
according to a price
notification of state-
owned fuel retailers.
Meanwhile, petrol and
diesel prices remained
unchanged for the
25th straight day after
rising by a record Rs
10 per litre each.

VKC Nuts 
New Delhi: Nuts and
dried fruits player
VKC Nuts Pvt Ltd is
targeting sales of USD
1 billion (over Rs 7,650
crore) in the next five
years, riding on the
growth of the catego-
ry propelled by in-
creasing health
awareness and expan-
sion of its offerings,
according to a top
company official. The
company, which sells
its products under the
flagship Nutraj brand,
expects around Rs
1,000 crore sales to
come from exports
and plans to invest
about Rs 150 crore to
set up processing facil-
ities to meet its target.

Methanol-blended petrol
Tinsukia: Indian Oil
Corp (IOC) rolled out
M15 petrol -- 15 per
cent blend of
methanol with petrol -
- on a pilot basis in
Assam's Tinsukia dis-
trict. Union Minister
of State for Petroleum
and Natural Gas
Rameswar Teli
launched the M15
petrol in the presence
of Niti Aayog member
VK Saraswat and IOC
chairman SM Vaidya
on Saturday. Teli said
that blending fuel
with methanol will
provide respite from
the rising prices.
"Pilot rollout of M15 is
a stepping stone to-
wards achieving fuel
independence and re-
ducing the import
burden," he said.

New Delhi, May 01 (PTI):

The free trade agreement
between India and the UAE
has come into effect on
Sunday, under which do-
mestic exporters in various
sectors like textiles, agricul-
ture, dry fruits, gems and
jewellery will get duty-free
access to the UAE market.

In a symbolic gesture for
operationalising the agree-
ment, Commerce Secretary
BVR Subrahmanyam hand-
ed over Certificates of
Origin to three exporters
from the gems and jew-
ellery sector here.

These consignments to
Dubai will not attract any
customs duty under the
pact, which is officially
termed as Comprehensive
Economic Partnership
Agreement (CEPA).

The Central Board of
Indirect Taxes and Customs

(CBIC) and the Directorate
General of Foreign Trade
(DGFT) has issued relevant
notifications for the opera-
tionalisation of the agree-
ment from May 1.

"Today, CEPA between
India and the UAE is com-
ing into force. Today, we are
sending the first consign-
ment from India to UAE,
which will benefit from this
a g r e e m e n t , "

Subrahmanyam said here.
The UAE is the second or

third largest trading part-
ner of India and that coun-
try is a gateway to the mid-
dle east, North Africa,
Central Asia and sub-
Saharan Africa, he noted.

The trade pact will help
in taking the two-way trade
to USD 100 billion in five
years from the existing USD
60 billion. "USD 100 billion

is just a starter As we go
along, it will become USD
200 billion and then USD 500
billion in the years to come,"
the secretary said, adding 99
per cent of "our exports will
go to zero duty in UAE". The
gems and jewellery sector
contributes a substantial
portion of India's exports to
the UAE and is expected to
benefit significantly from
the tariff concessions ob-
tained for Indian products
under this pact. Overall,
India will benefit from pref-
erential market access pro-
vided by the UAE on over 97
per cent of its tariff lines
(or goods), which account
for 99 per cent of Indian ex-
ports to the UAE in value
terms -- particularly from
labour-intensive sectors
such as textiles, leather,
footwear, sports goods, plas-
tics, furniture, and engi-
neering products.

India-UAE trade pact
comes into force Chennai, May 01: 

Japanese car-maker
Nissan has decided to re-
duce the production of
Datsun brand of cars in its
facility near here and in-
troduce a new model as
part of its market-restruc-
turing strategy, the Tamil
Nadu government said on
Sunday. Auto major
Renault-Nissan has set up
a joint manufacturing facil-
ity at Oragadam, about 45
km from here, to produce
various passenger vehicles
with Nissan retailing
Nissan and Datsun range
of cars while Renault pro-
duces several vehicles, in-
cluding Kiger and hatch-
back Kwid, among others.

In a statement on
Sunday, Minister for
Industries Thangam
Thennarasu said,
"Through a statement the
Renault-Nissan alliance
said that as part of their re-
structuring strategy, it has
been decided to reduce the
production of Datsun

brand of cars and intro-
duce a new model."

The comments by the
Minister came in the back-
drop of AIADMK co-ordi-
nator O Panneerselvam
who expressed concern on
Saturday, over the reported
move by Nissan Motor
Company to halt the pro-
duction of Datsun redi-GO
models at its Chennai
plant and urged Chief
Minister M K Stalin to im-
mediately intervene and
ensure steps to sustain its
operations. Thennarasu
said Renault-Nissan has
informed the government
that the company was pro-
ducing vehicles at the unit
despite the shortage of
semi-conductors and was
able to meet the domestic

and overseas demand.
"Renault-Nissan has firm
plans for a successful oper-
ation of its unit in Tamil
Nadu," Thennarasu said,
adding Nissan recently
marked the 50,000th pro-
duction of its sports utility
vehicle Magnite from the
facility. Noting that it was
during DMK regime, 610
acre of land was allotted to
set up the plant for
Renault-Nissan at
Oragadam, he said the
company commenced com-
mercial production on
January 1, 2010.

At the production facili-
ty, Renault-Nissan pro-
duces various models of
passenger cars besides
shipping to 15 overseas
markets.

On the remarks by
P a n n e e r s e l v a m ,
Thennarasu said they
were imaginery without
any basic proof. "With the
manufacturing facility
continuing to function, it
is against truth that there
will be job loss," he said.

Nissan to cut production of Datsun in TN, to
introduce new model: Industries Minister

Mumbai, May 01: 

With the economic activ-
ities growing gradually
after two years of COVID-
related disruptions, jew-
ellers are upbeat about this
Akshaya Tritiya, expect-
ing sales to surpass the
2019 levels.

However, some of them
feel that the recent surge
in gold prices could be-
come a hindrance.
Akshaya Tritiya will be
celebrated across the coun-
try on May 3. Gold prices
are ruling over Rs 52,000
per 10 gram on MCX, while
in the international mar-
kets it is traded at USD
1,897 per ounce. "We
should see Akshaya
Tritiya buying transcend
the temporary barriers
that sharp spikes in do-
mestic prices have placed
on gold buying since April.

In India, gold enjoys a
strong cultural association
marked by economic un-
dertones with auspicious
festivals, and millions of
people would habitually
buy gold, at least make a
token purchase, on
Akshaya Tritiya," said
Somasundaram PR, World
Gold Council Regional
CEO, India. With general
sentiment boosted by eas-

ing of Covid restrictions,
economic growth coupled
with inflationary expecta-
tions should support high-
er in-store gold buying dur-
ing this festive season,
though price volatility will
act as a headwind, he
noted.

"The perceptible intensi-
ty of marketing campaigns
underpinned by new digi-
tal and omni-channel retail

strategies of many players
will have their impact too
on rising demand during
this Akshaya Tritiya," he
added. The All India Gem
and Jewellery Domestic
Council (GJC) chairman
Ashish Pethe said the
spike in gold price has af-
fected the pre-bookings,
however, as the prices have
come down since the last
few days the demand is ex-
pected to grow. "Looking at
the current gold prices sce-
nario and the positive con-
sumer sentiment, we ex-
pect the jewellery sales
during this Akshaya
Tritiya to be more than 5
per cent than the 2019
level," he added. Malabar
Gold and Diamonds
Chairman Ahammed MP
said that a large number of
people are expected to take
part in the gold buying rit-
ual during the festival day.

Jewellers expect sales during
Akshaya Tritiya to surpass 2019 level

New Delhi, May 01 (PTI):

State-run power giant
NTPC has invited bids from
the country's startups for
the production of torrefied
biomass pellets.

Through its research and
development wing NETRA,
the NTPC intends to provide
a platform to startups to en-
able them develop an ad-
vanced technology for pro-
ducing torrefied biomass
pellets that are well-suited
for decentralised small-scale
users. The deadline for the
submission of the proposals
titled 'torrefied pellet manu-
facturing plant for agri-
waste' is May 19, 2022, NTPC
said in a statement.

The move is expected to
reinforce NTPC's commit-
ment towards developing
the biomass ecosystem in
the country, and will provide
a unique platform for the
Indian startups to fulfill the

prime minister's vision of
an 'Aatmanirbhar Bharat'
and also contribute towards
the ambitious 'make in
India' movement, the com-
pany said.

India produces around
230 MMTA of biomass that
is either wasted or burnt.
Biomass co-firing (using
biomass as supplementary
fuel to reduce the use of
coal) in power plants has
proved to be a major solu-
tion to this menace, thereby
reducing carbon footprints
in the environment.

Many of the NTPC plants
have already started the req-
uisite co-firing of biomass
pellets with coal. Long-term

procurement action has also
been initiated for many
plants. Till now, the focus
has been centred on non-tor-
refied biomass pellets.
However for bulk utilisation
of biomass, torrefied bio-
mass pellet production
needs to be given impor-
tance, as torrefied biomass
pellet has more energy den-
sity, and its characteristics
are closer to coal.

Further, torrefied bio-
mass pellets will reduce av-
erage transportation costs.

Currently, the technology
for torrefied pellets is still in
the nascent stage of develop-
ment. The Union power
ministry has set up the na-
tional mission for the use of
biomass in thermal power
plants (Mission
SAMARTH), and mandated
5-10 per cent co-firing of bio-
mass in all coal-fired ther-
mal power plants in the
country.

NTPC seeks startups to produce
torrefied biomass pellets

New Delhi, May 01 (PTI):

Salasar Techno
Engineering will invest Rs
100 crore to expand its
business, the company's
joint managing director
Shashank Agarwal said.

While Rs 50 crore is to
be invested to set up a fab-
rication unit at Bhilai, an-
other Rs 50 crore is to be
utilised in putting up a gal-
vanising plant, Agarwal
told PTI.

The fabrication unit at
Bhilai in Chhattisgarh, to
come up on more than 13
acres of land, will manu-
facture heavy steel struc-
tures for steel plants, re-
fineries, cement plants
and various other indus-
tries, he said, adding that
the plant is expected to be

operational by September
2022.

Agarwal further said
the proposed galvanising
plant will be the world's
largest and cater to power
transmission line
monopoles.

Around 12-15 acres of
land will be acquired for
the plant which is likely to
be commissioned by mid-
November 2022, he added.

"As a dependable infra-
structure enabler, Salasar
aspires to become a one-
stop shop for India's tele-
com giants by carrying out
engineering, designing,
procurement, fabrication,
galvanisation and EPC
under one roof," he said.

The company will also
hire around 500-600 people
in the ongoing fiscal.

Salasar Techno Engineering to invest
Rs 100 cr to expand business: MD

New Delhi, May 01 (PTI):

Pharma exports have
touched Rs 1,83,422 crore
in 2021-22 against Rs 90,415
crore in 2013-14, the com-
merce ministry said on
Sunday.

The exports in 2021-22
sustained a positive
growth despite the global
trade disruptions and drop
in demand for COVID re-
lated medicines, it added.

"Indian pharma compa-
nies enabled by their price
competitiveness and good

quality, have made a global
mark, with 60 per cent of
the world's vaccines and 20
per cent of generic medi-
cines coming from India,"
the ministry said.

India ranks third world-
wide for production in
terms of volume and 14th
by value. The current mar-
ket size of the domestic
pharmaceutical industry
is around USD 50 billion.

The share of pharma-
ceuticals and drugs in the
global exports is 5.92 per
cent.

Pharma exports hit 
Rs 1.83 lakh crore in 2021-22

New Delhi, May 01 (PTI):

State-owned insurance be-
hemoth LIC has said that it
will retain part of its stake
in IDBI Bank to reap the ben-
efits of the bancassurance
channel.

Along with the govern-
ment, Life Insurance
Corporation (LIC) will also
divest its stake in IDBI Bank,
but may not exit completely,
LIC Chairman MR Kumar
told PTI in an interview.

LIC is currently doing
roadshows for its maiden
public issue, which opens for
subscription on May 4.

The government for the
past few years has been plan-
ning to sell its 45 per cent mi-
nority stake in IDBI Bank to
strategic investors as part of

its privatisation drive. Last
week, the Department of
Investment and Public Asset
Management (DIPAM)
Secretary Tuhin Kanta
Pandey had said the IDBI
Bank privatisation process
was underway and that the
quantum of the stake sale
would be determined after
the completion of the road-
show. IDBI Bank became a
subsidiary of LIC with effect

from January 21, 2019, fol-
lowing the acquisition of an
additional 82,75,90,885 equity
shares. On December 19,
2020, IDBI Bank was reclas-
sified as an associate compa-
ny due to the reduction of
LIC shareholding to 49.24
per cent following the is-
suance of additional equity
shares by the bank under a
Qualified Institutional
Placement (QIP).

"Strictly speaking, we are
below the threshold limit of
management control but
then, what government real-
ly means is that manage-
ment control is to be given in
such a way that a private en-
tity picks up and runs the
bank, and government in
the process gets value out of
that," Kumar said.

LIC keen to retain some stake in IDBI
Bank for bancassurance gains: Chairman

New Delhi, May 01 (PTI):

Skoda Auto India on Sunday
said its sales surged by over
five-fold in April to 5,152 units
compared to 961 units in the
year-ago period.
"It is heartening to see that a
sedan is helping us climb peak
after peak in sales. The Slavia is
a resounding success, while the
Kushaq SUV continues finding
newer homes," Skoda Auto
India Brand Director Zac Hollis

said in a statement. The compa-
ny and its partners have been
doubling efforts in expanding
the network, increasing cus-
tomer touchpoints, and pene-
trating new markets to be closer
and more accessible to cus-
tomers, he added. "We have
already crossed over 190 touch-
points so far and will only
expand further. This 'Beyond the
Product' approach is seeing us
record consistent sales month
on month," Hollis noted.

Skoda sales zoom over five-fold
to 5,152 units in April

New Delhi, May 01 (PTI):

The GST collection in
April touched the highest
ever level of about Rs 1.68
lakh crore, up 20 per cent
from the year-ago period, on
improved compliance and
recovery in business activity,
the Finance Ministry said
on Sunday.

During the month, 1.06
crore GST returns from
GSTR-3B were filed, of
which 97 lakh pertained to
March 2022.

The gross GST revenue
collected in April is Rs
1,67,540 crore, of which
CGST is Rs 33,159 crore,
SGST Rs 41,793 crore, IGST
Rs 81,939 crore (including Rs
36,705 crore collected on im-
port of goods) and cess Rs
10,649 crore (including Rs
857 crore collected on import

of goods), the ministry said.
The gross GST collection in
April 2022 is an all-time high
and Rs 25,000 crore more
than the previous highest
collection of Rs 1.42 lakh
crore recorded in March. In
April last year, the mop-up
from Goods and Services
Tax (GST) was about Rs 1.40
lakh crore. Giving compara-
ble data of April GST return
filing, the ministry said
there is a "clear improve-
ment in the compliance be-
haviour, which has been a re-
sult of various measures
taken by the tax administra-

tion to nudge taxpayers to
file returns timely, to mak-
ing compliance easier and
strict enforcement action
was taken against errant
taxpayers identified based
on data analytics and artifi-
cial intelligence".

During the month, rev-
enues from import of goods
were 30 per cent higher and
the revenues from the do-
mestic transaction (includ-
ing import of services) are
17 per cent more than the
revenues from these sources
during the same month last
year. The total number of e-
way bills generated in
March 2022 was 7.7 crore,
which is 13 per cent higher
than 6.8 crore in February
2022, which reflects the re-
covery of business activity
at a faster pace, the ministry
said.

GST revenues at all-time high
of Rs 1.68 lakh crore in April

New Delhi, May 01 (PTI):

Tata Motors is looking
to drive in a range of elec-
tric vehicles across vari-
ous price points with mul-
tiple body styles and fea-
tures in order to cater to a
wide range of customers
across segments, as per a
top company official.

The homegrown auto
major, which currently
leads the domestic electric
passenger vehicle segment
by a distance, plans to
cater to different sets of
customers with products
from its three distinct plat-
forms.

The company has gone
ahead with a three-
pronged approach for EV
architecture.

With first-generation

products like Nexon EV
and Tigor EV, the compa-
ny has been able to bring
in one set of customers,
while the recently show-
cased SUV coupe concept
CURVV is expected to
bring in another set of
buyers into the company's
fold. Similarly, the more
aspirational architecture
AVINYA is expected to
cater to a more discerning
set of consumers begin-
ning 2025.

Tata Motors looks to drive
in multiple EVs for buyers

across segments

‘Laal Ishq – Foreign Special’ in &TV

U
p next on &TV’s ‘Laal
Ishq – Foreign Special’
is a Korean mystery

thriller titled “Achiara Ke
Ankahe Rehesya”, a Hindi
adaptation of the popular
South Korean television se-
ries, "The Village-Achiara’s
Secret’ started April 28, airing
every Monday to Sunday at
5:00 pm. The show will have
Moon Geun-young as Emily,
Yook Sang-Jae as Will, Jang-
Hee-Jin as Rebecca, and Shin
Eun-Kyung as Lily in the piv-
otal roles.

Achiara is known for being
a peaceful and quiet place hav-
ing a low crime rate. Having
lost everyone in her family,
Emily (Moon Geun-young),

reaches Achaira to begin her
profession as an English
teacher, after getting a myste-
rious letter from her grand-
ma. Little does she know
about the many buried mys-
teries and a sequence of dra-
matic disclosures that await
her. On the very first day, she
discovers a buried corpse that
sends a shockwave through
the entire village. Everyone
begins to speculate about the
identity of the deceased and
what and why of her death.
Rebecca (Jang-Hee-Jin), a
painting teacher at the Art
school and mistress of the
most powerful man is missing
and eventually revealed to be
the victim. Lily (Shin Eun-

Kyung), the wife of the power-
ful man of Achiara, is suspect-
ed of being the perpetrator.
However, as Will (Yook Sang-
Jae), a young and enthusias-
tic police officer begins his
investigation, he uncovers a
string of serial murders
leading to mysterious and
tragic twists and turns, indi-
cating the involvement of
more people. As it turns out,
there is more to the case than
meets the eye.

Unravel the mystery of
Achiara in ‘Achiara Ke
Ankahe Rehesya’ in ‘Laal Ishq
– Foreign Special’, starting on
April 28, airing every Monday
to Sunday at 5:00 pm only on
&TV! 

A
ctress Shamna
Kasim, who is bet-
ter known as

Poorna to Tamil audi-
ences, has paid a rich trib-
ute to dance, saying dance
has been her oxygen and
means everything to her.

Taking to Instagram to
post a video clip which in
reality was a compilation
of some of her dance per-
formances on the occasion
of the International Dance
Day, Poorna said, "Dance
has been my oxygen to me.

It means everything to
me !!!! My first love
has always been
dance. It was the
first step in my
life to really take
something seri-
ously."

The actress,
who is known
to love danc-
ing big time,
also went on to
say, "It's been
my passion,
my love and

everything for
me… I really

hope and wish
that my
dreams of
d a n c e
should al-
ways get ful-

filled."

Shweta Tiwari
stars with

Sourabh Raaj Jain
in music video

Popular actress Shweta
Tiwari along with 'Patiala

Babes' fame Sourabh Raaj Jain,
have flown off to Dubai to shoot
a music video.
Sourabh said: "It's an innocent
story of love and I think for me
the way he loves is a love rarely

seen in this day and age. The
definition of love and rela-

tionship has changed over
time and the intricacies
of it are beautifully going

to be shown in this song."
On his working experience with
Shweta, he shared: "And of
course I am looking forward to
working with Shweta ji who I
have already shared screen
space with in 'Khatron ke
Khiladi' and with our recent
web series together our cama-
raderie has only increased."
"The song itself is beautiful and
the first time I heard it, I
remember telling myself this
one can be on repeat mode in
my car. And that's the kind of
content I love being a part of,

one that has a shelf life of a
lifetime," added Sourabh.

Sourabh has done varied
roles on television and
been a part of popular
shows like 'Remix',
'Mahabharat',

'Mahakali',
'Chandrugupta
Maurya'. He has
done reality shows
such as 'Nach
Baliye' and
'Khatron Ke
Khiladi' last sea-
son.

ACROSS

1. Thunder sound

5. Thick

10. Hastened

14. Angel's aura

15. Rocker ____ Cooper

16. Roman emperor

17. Opening wager

18. Grinding tooth

19. Uttered

20. Glasgow native

21. Copycat

22. Sheriff's helpers

23. E-mail item

25. Johnny ____ of "Finding Neverland"

26. Relate

29. Altar vow (2 wds.)

32. Trunk

36. Second place finisher (hyph.)

38. Wander

39. Glitches

41. Church group

42. Copied

44. Annoying ones

45. Sleeping spot

46. At the side

49. Television award

51. From now on

56. Copenhagen natives

58. Actor ____ Dillon

60. Lincoln and Vigoda

61. Circle parts

62. Dirt

63. Races an engine

64. Commits perjury

65. ____ Sam

66. Words of understanding (2 wds.)

67. Circular current

68. Alter slacks

69. "Electric" swimmers

DOWN

1. Gorge

2. Cyclist ____ Armstrong

3. Female singers

4. Verse makers

5. Harm

6. Las Vegas groom, often

7. Egyptian river

8. Old wound

9. Browning's "always"

10. Be nosy

11. Sweats

12. Significant times

13. Mete (out)

22. William or Sean

24. Prone

25. Uproars

27. Commerce

28. Calendar abbr.
30. Channel
31. Picks
32. Nursery item
33. Residence
34. Exemplified
35. Fixed
37. WNW's opposite
39. Stick around
40. Fisherman's snare
43. Gifts to charity
44. Thickness
47. Infant's toy
48. Song of praise
50. Disordered
52. Scientist ____ Curie
53. Chubby
54. Make merry
55. Snaky shapes
56. Glen
57. Desertlike
58. Horse's hair
59. Curved doorway
62. Albania's cont.
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This is your day to shine, Aquarius. Just
make sure you don't do so at someone
else's expense. You're feeling more self-
confident than usual, which may be hard
for you to believe. Nevertheless, you
could be so focused on your agenda that
you fail to see subtle signals put out by
those around you. Other people cry out
for attention, too. 

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

You may feel like you're being left out of the
equation, Pisces. Perhaps you feel like the
oddball, the fifth wheel who simply doesn't
have a place. Don't worry. Just because you
feel that way today doesn't mean it's your
destiny. If you don't like your course, change
your position. If you don't like the people
you're with, move in a different social circle.

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

Take your creativity to a new level,
Aries. There are many ways to express
yourself creatively, so pick one and fol-
low through. You may have a desire to
be on stage, and you want to share
your dreams and inner passion with
the world. Your strong emotions and
dreamy perspective are assets. 

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

Your feelings may deceive you, Taurus,
so be careful of getting too wrapped up
in your own drama. Perhaps you feel
you're getting pushed and pulled in
uncomfortable directions. You might
tolerate this tension for a while without
expressing your feelings about it.

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

In some ways, you may feel like a lost soul
who isn't quite in touch with your dreams,
Gemini. Although you feel energetic and
boisterous, you might also get the sense
that your energy is misdirected and
you're being led in the wrong direction.
The key for you now is to lead yourself.
Cut through everyone else's agenda and
follow your internal rainbow. 

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

The best way to create harmony
among others is to first establish har-
mony in yourself, Cancer. Don't expect
others to take care of you and attend to
all your desires. At the same time, it
isn't your responsibility to dote on oth-
ers. The boundaries may get ambigu-
ous at times, but do your best to main-
tain a healthy separation. 

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

You might feel as if your powerful emo-
tions are getting in the way of your
dreams, Leo. Or perhaps you're finding
that you're so wrapped up in a particu-
lar vision of the future that you're get-
ting lost in your own brain. You're los-
ing touch with the present simply
because you're so focused on a nebu-
lous idea that doesn't even exist yet. 

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Perhaps you're stuck in a mindset you
can't seem to escape, Virgo. Be careful
about taking action based on ideas root-
ed more in past fantasy than present
reality. Your emotions could be playing
tricks on you. You could be attached to a
dream that has more to do with feeding
your ego than fulfilling your destiny.
Question your motives. 

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

When you talk, you want other people
to listen, Libra. More than likely, your
thoughts will drift toward humanitari-
an ideas and philosophies. You're
eager to share your ideas with others,
and you may have a utopian dream
that, if everyone just followed, would
make the world a much better place. 

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

Issues regarding control of a situation are
probably going to be your focus, Scorpio.
More than likely, you adhere to a solidly
planned routine. You have a set way of doing
things and you want to stick to it. Other peo-
ple are moving into the picture, however,
and they may want to take a leadership role.
People will be adamant and strong willed
when it comes to their facts. 

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

You're apt to speak and act with a great deal
of power, Sagittarius, but be careful that you
don't get swept away by emotion. There's a
surrealistic quality to the day. It could lead
you to believe a mirage is real. You might get
so caught up in the drama of your feelings
that your power of reason gets watered
down to the point where you lose track of
your objectivity altogether.

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

Your concept of reality could be based more
on your emotions than facts, Capricorn. This
is one of those days when this could get you
into trouble. Whatever comes up, you're like-
ly to feel very passionate about it and tend to
lose any rational perspective whatsoever.
Integrity, inner strength, and self-confidence
will be the glue that holds your mind and
heart together.

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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'H
eropanti 2', star-
ring Tiger Shroff
and Nawazuddin

Siddiqui, had a great
debut weekend at the box
office, grossing between
Rs 6.25 crore and Rs 6.50
crore, according to Box
Office India.

The film's success can
be linked to the continued
hold of 'KGF: Chapter 2',
which dominates ticket
sales despite having been
released a fortnight ago.
'Heropanti 2' is estimated
to gross roughly Rs 8-9
crore at the box office.

Given Tiger Shroff's
role as the film's leading
man, 'Heropanti 2' should
have done better. Before
the pandemic, in fact, the
film had a good chance of
opening in the Rs 12-15
crore zone. However,
today's circumstances are
different, and audiences
seem to be far more dis-
cerning about what they
want to watch. Given the
massy mood of the Sajid
Nadiadwala movie, it has
been given a chance, and
now all that remains to be
seen is where it goes in
the coming days.

Director Ahmed Khan's

hopes are pinned on the
Eid holiday on Tuesday.
The film needs to keep
gathering until then to

keep the numbers from
dropping, and by the end
of Sunday, its gross earn-
ings should be in the dou-

ble digits.
Whatever the film

earns on Sunday, it will
earn at least as much on

Eid, if not more. As a re-
sult, the Sunday footfalls
will be crucial in deter-
mining the trend.

‘Heropanti 2’ makes a decent
opening at the box office 

Dance has been my oxygen,
says actress Shamna Kasim

I
t was recently re-
vealed that Neha
Sargam will be seen

portraying the role on
Yashoda in Sony
E n t e r t a i n m e n t
Television’s latest offer-
ing ‘Yashomati Maiyaa
Ke Nandlala.’ Joining her
in the show will be
Hitanshu Jinsi who will
play Lord Vishnu.

Elaborating further,
Hitanshu shares, “I am a
spiritual person, and an
ardent devotee of Lord
Vishnu. I consider this to
be a play of the universe

as immediately after I
completed my prayers, I
received a call from the

makers to be a part of the
show! I think it is divine
intervention. Lord
Krishna is an incarna-
tion of Lord Vishnu and
also the preserver and
protector of the universe.
I am supremely thankful
to the universe for be-
stowing this responsibili-
ty on me. I will try to do
full justice to the role.”

Stay tuned to watch the
untold story on
Yashomati Maiyaa ke
Nandlala only on Sony
E n t e r t a i n m e n t
Television.

Hitanshu to play Lord Vishnu in
‘Yashomati Maiyaa Ke Nandlala’
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Madrid, May 01 (AP):

In a dominating season
for Real Madrid, it was fit-
ting that it didn't even
need its best players to
win the Spanish league.

Using its backups be-
fore the Champions
League semifinals,
Madrid earned a record-
extending 35th Liga title
with a comfortable 4-0
home win over Espanyol
on Saturday.

Players and coaches cel-
ebrated with the crowd at
Santiago Bernab u
Stadium long after the
match ended, then parad-
ed to the team's usual
party spot at Cibeles

plaza, but there was not a
lot of time to rejoice.

On Wednesday, Madrid
is back at the Bernab u to
host Manchester City in
the second leg of the
Champions League semi-
finals. Madrid lost 4-3 in
the first match in
England. "We know we
have an important match
ahead of us, but today we
have to celebrate," said
Brazilian veteran
Marcelo, who reached a
milestone with his 24th ca-
reer title with Madrid, the
most in the club's history.

"We have to enjoy it, this
could help us on
Wednesday," said Carlo
Ancelotti, who became the

first coach to win the top
five European leagues.

The Italian manager
won with AC Milan in
Serie A, Chelsea in the
English Premier League,
Paris Saint-Germain in
Ligue 1, and Bayern
Munich in the Bundesliga.

Several thousand fans
packed the Cibeles plaza
to welcome the champi-
ons, who mixed messages
of celebration for the
league title and motiva-
tion for Wednesday's
match. The crowd cheered
loudly when Marcelo
draped the Cibeles statue
with Madrid's flag and
scarf. Rodrygo scored
twice and Marco Asensio

and substitute Karim
Benzema added on to give
Madrid its second league
title in three seasons, and
third in six years.

Madrid has an insur-
mountable lead with four
rounds to go. It was 17
points in front of Sevilla,
which drew with C diz 1-1
on Friday, and 18 points
ahead of Barcelona,
which hosts Mallorca on
Sunday. "This is how you
win leagues," Madrid mid-
fielder Casemiro said.

"We've done a great job
the entire season, being
consistent from the start."

Madrid has nine more
league titles than
Barcelona.

Madrid clinches record-extending
35th Spanish league title

Mumbai, May 01 (PTI):

Unheralded Uttar
Pradesh left-arm pacer
Mohsin Khan put up an
exceptional bowling per-
formance as Lucknow
Super Giants beat Delhi
Capitals by six runs on
Sunday, thereby taking a
giant stride towards quali-
fying for the IPL play-offs.

It was skipper KL
Rahul's 77 off 51 balls and
newly promoted Deepak
Hooda's 52 off 34 balls that
propelled LSG to an im-
posing 195 for 3 despite

stuttering towards the end
of the innings.

In reply, Mohsin (4/16 in
4 overs) got breakthroughs
exactly when things
seemed to spiral out of
control as Delhi Capitals
finally managed 189 for 7
in the end.

LSG now have 14 points
from 10 games and anoth-
er win out of the remain-
ing four games would seal
a play-off spot for them
considering 16 being the
magic number in most
years.

For DC, things get really

tough from hereon as 8
points from nine games
mean that they might have
to win four out of their re-
maining five games which
looks to be an uphill task
with this bowling attack
which has been defensive
on most occasions.

At least two among
Rishabh Pant (42 off 24
balls), Mitchell Marsh (37
off 20 balls) and Rovman
Powell (35 off 21 balls)
needed to score in excess
of 60 to make a match of it.

But Mohsin, who pro-
duced disconcerting

bounce with his mostly
back of the length balls,
occasionally slipped in a
fuller blockhole delivery
as his victims included all
the big names like David
Warner (3), Pant, Powell
and Shardul Thakur.

The way he set up Pant
showed Mohsin's cricket-
ing smarts as he bowled
short and wide making the
DC skipper desperate to
reach for the deliveries.

With not much success
coming his way, Pant pre-
empted another short de-
livery which would have
enabled him to play the
pull-shot but to his utter
dismay found one dipping
into blockhole and he
yorked himself.

Once Pant was out, it
was left to Powell but he
was also snuffed out with a
short delivery which he
couldn't clear ending
Delhi's hopes of a win
even as Axar Patel and
Kuldeep Yadav did try
their best.

Earlier, Rahul once
again anchored the in-
nings with a well-crafted
77 in company of an impe-
rious Deepak Hooda but
LSG didn't seize the initia-
tive completely, despite
managing a challenging
195 for 3.

The last five overs yield-
ed 50 runs despite the plat-
form set by the duo, large-
ly due to Marcus Stoinis
(17 no off 16 balls) not
being able to connect the
big shots.

Mumbai, May 01 (PTI):

Guilty of making too
many changes at the top,
Kolkata Knight Riders
would like to find a winning
combination against
Rajasthan Royals and snap
their five-match losing
streak in the IPL here on
Monday.

The form of Venkatesh
Iyer, who is experiencing
second season blues, has a
lot to do with the changes
KKR have been forced to
make regularly at the top of
the order.

Venkatesh's performanc-
es have been underwhelm-
ing to say the least after a
season that helped him get
into the Indian team. After
his struggles at the top, the
team tried him in the mid-
dle-order but that too did
not work.

The southpaw was back
opening alongside Aaron
Finch in the last game but
runs deserted him again.

Making the play-offs from
here looks improbable for
KKR who desperately need
to find their best XI and

stick with it for the remain-
der of the competition.

"A lot of chopping and
changing is happening, it's
been difficult to set up the
right combination, with all
injuries not helping as well.
We need to stick together,
play some fearless cricket,
not be conservative with the
bat.

"Five more matches re-
maining, we need to play
well, show belief and give
something back to the team

and the management, forget
about the past, start fresh
and back your instinct,"
said skipper Shreyas Iyer
after the last game.

Shreyas has had a decent
run as a batter with 290
runs at 36.25 but he has not
got enough support from his
teammates. In his first sea-
son as KKR captain,
Shreyas has shown promise
but needs to inspire his
troops to script a turn-
around.

Alongside Venkatesh, the
dismal run of another re-
tained player Varun
Chakaravarthy has hurt the
team. However, the move to
drop him in the previous
game did not yield the de-
sired results as KKR lost
their fifth game in a row.

The trio of Tim Southee,
Umesh Yadav and Sunil
Narine has been impressive
and will be aiming to keep
the in-form Jos Buttler
quiet.

KKR hope to end top-order woes,
losing streak against Royals

Las Vegas, May 01 (AP):

WBO champion Shakur
Stevenson handed Oscar
Valdez the first loss of his
career in a junior light-
weight championship bout.

Stevenson (18-0, 9 KOs),
who won by unanimous de-
cision (117-110, 118-109, 118-
109), took Valdez's WBC belt
with the victory.

What started out as an
even fight through the first
five rounds turned into a
one-man show after
Stevenson took advantage of
Valdez's huge gamble with
an overhand left that left
him in a vulnerable posi-
tion. Stevenson countered
quickly and dropped Valdez
with a quick left shot to the
temple to seize control of
the bout. Valdez (30-1) wasn't
the same after that round,
and seemingly lost the poise
he started with. Stevenson,
conversely, was in control
the rest of the way, much to
the dismay of the heavily

pro-Valdez crowd inside a
jam-packed MGM Grand
Garden. When ringside re-
porter Bernardo Osuna
asked Stevenson what was
next on his plate, he dropped
to one knee and proposed to
his girlfriend, rapper Young
Lyric. She said yes. On the
main undercard, Nico Ali
Walsh (5-0, 4 KOs), the
grandson of Muhammad
Ali, needed only 2 minutes,
50 seconds to knock out
Alejandro Ibarra (7-2) in

what was supposed to be a
four-round middleweight
special attraction.

After standing toe-to-toe
for much of the round, and
continually landing his
right hook to Ibarra's head,
Ali Walsh set up his out-
matched opponent. After
feinting with his right hand
to open things up, Ali Walsh
landed a quick left and a
devastating right flush on
Ibarra's face for his fourth
career knockout.

Navi Mumbai, May 01 (PTI):

The target of 159 would
have been enough for
Rajasthan Royals if dew
hadn't played a major role,
premier off-spinner
Ravichandran Ashwin
said after his team's five-
wicket loss to Mumbai
Indians in the IPL here.

Suryakumar Yadav and
young Tilak Varma gave
the best 35th birthday
present to their skipper
Rohit Sharma as MI final-
ly opened their account on
Saturday. Chasing a victo-
ry target of 159, MI
reached home in 19.2
overs, courtesy of Surya
(51 off 39 balls) and Tilak
(35 off 30 balls), the two
adding 81 runs for the
third wicket. "I think if
dew hadn't played a part,
that score would've been
enough, but there was
heavy dew, so felt it was 10-
15 runs short," said

Ashwin at the post-match
press conference.

"158 was a competitive
score. It was always going
to be about how well we
started. In fact, we had a
very good powerplay and
got one wicket more than
what Mumbai had at the
front. "So I thought it was
a reasonably good score to
fight and we pretty much
did well with whatever
scores we had this season.
I thought the wicket was a
little sticky to begin
with."

Madrid, May 01 (AP):

Back home, Rafael Nadal looks to re-
sume his season where he left off before
being sidelined by an injury that halted a
great start to his year.

Nadal will seek his fourth title of the
season this week at the Madrid Open as
he returns to action following a rib stress
fracture that kept him out for about a
month. Nadal had won his first 20 match-
es of the year before getting injured in the
semifinals at Indian Wells. He made it to
the final but lost to Taylor Fritz for his
first defeat. Until then, it had been the
third-best start to a season on the ATP
Tour since 1990.

Nadal won the Australian Open for a
record 21st Grand Slam title and also won
in Melbourne and Acapulco. He missed
tournaments in Miami, Monte Carlo and
Barcelona because of the injury.

The 35-year-old Spaniard will be trying
to win the Madrid title for the sixth time,
and first since 2017, though he said last
week he would have few chances of win-
ning after arriving "with minimum
preparation." He will debut against either
Miomir Kecmanovic or Alexander
Bublik. Nadal could face a semifinal
against top-ranked Novak Djokovic, who
has been trying to regain his best form
after a slow start to the season. A three-
time winner in Madrid, Djokovic was

coming off a runner-up finish in Serbia,
where he won three three-set matches be-
fore losing the final to Andrey Rublev.

New Delhi, May 01 (PTI):

India have won a sil-
ver medal at the second
Asian Girls Youth
Beach Handball
Championship in
Bangkok, the national
federation announced
on Sunday.

The Indian girls
twice defeated Hong
Kong, while against the
hosts Thailand they
won once and lost an-
other to finish second
and bag a silver in the
tournament held from
April 25-30.

The Indian team was
represented by
Anushka Chauhan,
Jassi, Sanjana Kumari,
Chetna Devi, Vanshika
Mehta, Isha Majumdar.

Their silver-medal
finish also earned
them a spot in the
World Youth Beach
H a n d b a l l
Championship. The
senior women's team
on the other hand fin-
ished with a bronze.

India win silver 
in Asian Youth

Beach Handball

Madrid, May 01 (AP):

Simona Halep played
some of her best tennis at
the Madrid Open again in
defeating home crowd
favourite Paula Badosa in
straight sets to reach the
last 16 on Saturday for the
seventh time in 11 appear-
ances.

The two-time Madrid
Open champion had 21 win-
ners as she defeated No. 2-
ranked Badosa 6-3, 6-1 on
the Caja M gica center
court.

"I knew that I have to be
for every point focused and
to give everything I have,

and I did it great today," the
21st-ranked Halep said.

"I'm really pleased with
the way I played."

Badosa, at a career-high
ranking, converted only
one of her seven break
points against Halep. The
Spaniard broke through on
home soil last year with a
run to the Madrid semifi-
nals as a 62nd-ranked wild
card. "She's played at a real-
ly good level, all of her
merit, and I haven't played
very well," Badosa said.

"I missed absolutely
everything. That's why I
was only able to win four
games. ... At the important
moments, the ball fell her
side, and at the end of the
day we just have to give her
an applause. That's why
she's a champion in this
sport." Halep won consecu-
tive titles in Madrid in 2016
and 2017, and was runner-
up in 2014 and 2019. She has
29 main draw wins, behind
only the 31 she has at the
Australian Open and
Roland Garros. Only three-
time champion Petra
Kvitova has won more main
draw matches than Halep
in Madrid, with 32.

Mary Com offers
free coaching

Thiruvananthapuram, May 01 (PTI):

Renowned boxer and
Olympic medallist Mary
Kom on Saturday offered
free training to the best
boxing talents from Kerala
at her academy. Kom, who
was in the state to attend
the inaugural function of
the first-ever Kerala
Olympic Games organised
by the state Olympic
Association, said her only
wish is to win a gold medal
at the Olympics. Much at-
tention is being paid to the
Commonwealth Games,
which will take place in
England in July, she at a
press meet. "Kerala has
provided many boxers.
Today, there are no emerg-
ing international boxing
players from Kerala. When
talented young boxers
from Kerala come, we will
give free training at our
academy. "Organisations
like the Olympic
Association should take
the initiative to nurture
such international ath-
letes," the pugilist said.

Olympians P R Sreejesh,
Bajrang Poonia and Ravi
Dahiya also attended the
press meet.

Halep beats No 2 Badosa to
return to Madrid Open last 16

Stevenson outpoints Valdez in 
dominating win, takes WBC belt

If dew hadn’t played a
part, 158 would've been

enough: Ashwin

Nadal returns from injury at Madrid Open

Mohsin’s four-for downs Capitals
as Super Giants continue to soar
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Former union minister Vijay Goel along with North Delhi Mayor Raja Iqbal Singh participates in a cleanliness drive

ahead of Eid-ul-Fitr, at Jama Masjid area, in New Delhi, Sunday.

CLEANLINESS DRIVE

A Muslim vendor sells sweets ahead of the upcoming festival of Eid-ul-Fitr, in front of Nakhoda Masjid, in Kolkata,
Sunday.

EID-UL-FITR PREPARATIONS
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Jamshedpur, May 01 (PTI):

Terming the Jharkhand
government “inefficient”,
BJP leader and former
chief minister Raghubar
Das has accused the JMM-
led dispensation of not
planning in advance to
avoid power cuts in the
state during summer.

Addressing a rally or-
ganised by the saffron
party’s Jamshedpur
Mahanagar Committee in
Birsanagar on Saturday to
protest against the acute
electricity shortage, Das
said industries, business-
es, hospitals and supply of
water were badly affected
owing to the prolonged
power outage.

Students are facing chal-
lenges due to the inade-
quate power supply at a
time when their board ex-
aminations are going on,
he said, adding that the
steel city of Jamshedpur
is experiencing “15-17
hours of power cut amid

the heatwave condition.
“The outrage over the

acute power crisis in
Jharkhand, one of the
largest coal-producing
states in the country, is
due to the inefficient
Hemant Soren govern-
ment and its lack of pre-
planning to tackle such sit-
uation,” the BJP’s nation-
al vice president said
while addressing the
“Akroah March” here.

Had the JMM-led gov-
ernment pre-planned to
tackle the prevailing situa-
tion, it would have made

power purchase agree-
ments with utilities such
as Tata Power, DVC or any
other company, Das said.

Chief Minister Hemant
Soren had recently admit-
ted that the state is unable
to meet the peak demand,
but said his government
has sanctioned additional
funds for buying power
from the open market
through energy ex-
changes. “The heat is be-
yond imagination... sever-
al states in the country are
facing shortage of power.
It is also difficult to pur-
chase power from the open
market due to high rates
and competition among
states,” the CM had said.

Das claimed that the
previous BJP government
in Jharkhand had signed a
memorandum of under-
standing with authorities
of Patratu Thermal Power
Station and NTPC to pro-
duce 4,000 megawatt of
power by 2024 with 800
MW in the first phase.

‘J’khand power crisis due to
lack of pre-planning by govt’

Raghubar Das

Rudraksha
saplings planted
at DSVV campus

DDeehhrraadduunn,,  MMaayy  0011  ((PPTTII))::
Rudraksha saplings were plant-
ed on the precincts of a Shiva
temple on Haridwar-based Dev
Sanskriti Vishwa Vidyalaya
campus on Sunday to mark the
600th week of a countrywide
weekly tree plantation drive
being run by the Gayatri
Parivar since 2010.

Gayatri Parivar volunteers
from Kolkata have planted
more than one crore saplings
so far in around 300 towns of
West Bengal, Jharkhand,
Madhya Pradesh, Uttar
Pradesh and Maharashtra
under the drive, Kolkata
Gayatri Parivar youth group
chief Ravi Sharma said.
Speaking on the occasion,
Gayatri Parivar head Pranav
Pandya said large-scale tree
plantation is the only way to
counter the effects of global
warming.

“We should draw inspiration
from countries like Singapore
where every individual con-
tributes to a countrywide plan-
tation campaign by planting
saplings on his own. We should
also plant trees wherever we
can,” Pandya said.

Aurangabad, May 01 (PTI):

AIMIM chief
Asaduddin Owaisi has
said BJP leaders talk
about bringing a Uniform
Civil Code, but the country
does not require it as of
now, and focus should be
on the growth of economy
and generating employ-
ment. The Lok Sabha
member from Hyderabad
was talking to reporters
here on Saturday after at-
tending an Iftar party or-
ganised by All India
M a j l i s - e - I t t e h a d u l
Muslimeen’s (AIMIM)
Aurangabad MP Imtiaz
Jaleel. “Union Home
Minister Amit Shah and
BJP leaders are saying
that they will bring a
Uniform Civil Code, but it
is not the country’s need

today. The economy has
gone down...passenger
trains in the country are
being cancelled to trans-
port coal (in the wake of
electricity crisis). The un-
employment is growing
which requires focus,”
Owaisi said. The Law com-
mission has also said that
the Uniform Civil Code is

not needed, he added. On
MNS chief Raj
Thackeray’s rally sched-
uled in Aurangabad on
Sunday evening, Owaisi
said as the government
has now given permission
for it and it is their respon-
sibility to maintain law
and order. “We feel the en-
vironment in
Maharashtra should be
peaceful,” he said. The
state has been witnessing
a political slugfest be-
tween the ruling Maha
Vikas Aghadi (MVA) coali-
tion of the Shiv Sena, NCP
and Congress, and the op-
position BJP.

Recently, Raj Thackeray
sought to corner the Shiv
Sena, which swears by
‘Hindutva’, by demanding
that loudspeakers on
mosques be removed.

‘Focus must on employment &
economy, not on bringing UCC’

Asaduddin Owaisi

Khargone, May 01 (PTI):

A 24-hour curfew will
be in force on Eid-al-Fitr
and Akshaya Tritiya in
Madhya Pradesh’s
Khargone and people have
been asked to celebrate the
upcoming festivals at
home in the city, where vi-
olence was reported dur-
ing a Ram Navami proces-
sion on April 10, officials
said on Sunday.

People can make pur-
chases for the festivals on
Sunday, when the curfew
has been relaxed from 8
am to 5 pm, they said.

The festival of Eid-al-
Fitr will be celebrated ei-
ther on May 2 or May 3 de-
pending on the moon
sighting, while Akshaya
Tritiya, considered auspi-
cious for beginning new
ventures, marriages and

expensive investments
such as in gold, will be cel-
ebrated on May 3.

After a ‘peace commit-
tee’ meeting, Khargone’s
Additional Collector
Sumer Singh Mujalda told
reporters on Saturday
night that there will be no
relaxation in curfew on
May 2 and May 3 in the
wake of the festivals.

No marriage functions
will be allowed in the city
on Akshaya Tritiya, he
said.

People can go out of sta-
tion on Sunday to attend
marriage functions, the of-
ficial said, while urging
people to celebrate the fes-
tivals at home.

For students appearing
in various exams, special
passes will be issued, he
said. “The administration
can make changes in these

decisions as per the pre-
vailing circumstances,” he
added. Khargone’s in-
charge Superintendent of
Police Rohit Kashwani
said additional forces have
been called from other dis-
tricts to maintain law and
order situation in the city
in view of the festivals.

Temporary jails have
been set up and those vio-
lating the curfew will not
be spared, he said.

The curfew in the city
has been relaxed on
Sunday for nine hours -
from 8 am to 5 pm, he said.

Curfew was clamped in
the city after the violence
on April 10, during which
shops and houses were
damaged, vehicles torched
and stones hurled. Since
April 14, the local adminis-
tration has been relaxing
the curfew for some hours.

No curfew relaxation in violence-hit Khargone 
On Eid, Akshaya Tritiya

Guwahati, May 01 (PTI):

The NIA has conducted
searches at two locations in
Assam’s Kamrup district
in connection with a case
involving members of the
outlawed CPI(Maoist) who
allegedly worked to spread
their network in the north-
east region of the country,
the NIA said on Sunday.
The case pertains to the ar-
rest of Maoist leader Arun
Kumar Bhattacharjee, a
member of the CPI
(Maoist)’s Central
Committee, and Akash
Orang, a member of its
Assam State Organising
Committee, by the Assam
Police in Cachar district in
March, an official
spokesperson of the NIA
said. Bhattacharjee, known
as ‘Kanchan Da’, was
nabbed from a tea garden

under Udharbond police
station in March. The 72-
year-old leader was tasked
with setting up a state-level
committee of the CPI
(Maoist) in Assam and cre-
ate a “red corridor” from a
neighbouring country to
other Maoist-hit states of
India like Jharkhand,
Odisha, Chhattisgarh,
Telangana and Andhra
Pradesh. “He is a big catch
for Guwahati Police... His
job was also to organise
state party congress, re-
cruit local cadres and pur-
chase weapons here. We
seized one laptop, a mobile
phone, a huge amount of
incriminating documents
and Rs 3.6 lakh cash from
his possession,” Guwahati
Police Commissioner
Harmeet Singh had told a
press conference after his
arrest in March.

NIA conducts searches in
Assam in CPI(Maoist) case

Panaji, May 01 (PTI):

Goa Information and
Technology Minister
Rohan Khaunte’s appeal to
parents to stop treating
smartphone as a reward for
their children has been
supported by academicians
who are of the view that
the overuse of gadgets
should be checked, but
some parents say it is un-
avoidable in these times of
online education. Khaunte
on Friday said a recent sur-
vey by the National
Commission for Protection
of Child Rights has re-
vealed that mobile phone
addiction is taking a seri-
ous toll on children. “We
should stop treating smart-
phones as rewards for chil-

dren. Let them know that
it’s just a gadget to tide over
the COVID-19 pandemic re-
strictions on regular
schooling,” he had said.
Reacting to it, renowned ac-
ademician Narayan Desai
told PTI that the “overuse
and misuse of gadgets by
students is something that
we need to counter”.
Proper thinking and plan-
ning should be done at the
level of educational institu-
tions. The parents and stu-
dents cannot shun the
gadgets completely as the
new educational policy
(NEP) speaks of using mul-
timedia and make the child
a self- learner, he said. The
NEP insists that the child
should be gadget savvy, he
claimed, adding the

COVID-19 pandemic has led
to several disasters and one
of them is students overus-
ing mobiles for their
schooling. He said teachers
and parents should come
together to find a way out.
Goa resident Sanchita Pai
Raikar, whose son is study-
ing in Class 5, said since the
time online education be-
came a norm, children
have their own gadgets.
“The parental control over
it is almost nil,” she said.
Former chief of Indian
Medical Association’s Goa
unit Dr Shekhar Salkar
said many parents have
started approaching psy-
chologists on how to reduce
the use of mobile phones
by children. Everyone
agrees there is a need for

digital detoxification. It is a
good thing that the thought
is coming from the govern-
ment, but who will actually
do it is a question,” he said.
The Goa Technology
Association (GTA), an um-
brella body of various tech-
nology-related industries,
said the minister has raised
the right issue at right time.
Winning a video game and
getting ‘likes’ on a picture
releases dopamine, a feel-
good chemical in the brain,
just like drinking alcohol
or using drugs does. Over a
period of time, we begin to
crave for this dopamine re-
lease, which compels us to
use technology and inter-
net-enabled devices even
more, GTA president
Milind Anvekar claimed.

Academicians back Govt appeal 
to check use of smartphones by children

Parents say online education makes gadgets necessary

New Delhi, May 01 (PTI):

Stating that ensuring
adequate fuel supply to
thermal power plants is its
“priority”, public sector
miner Coal India has
asked its employees to step
up efforts and breach the
production and offtake tar-
get of 700 million tonnes
for FY23. In a letter to the
employees of Coal India
Limited (CIL), the compa-
ny’s chairman-cum-man-
aging director Pramod
Agrawal said that the com-
pany’s priority is to make
sure that the electricity
generating units are well
stocked with domestic fuel
amid the ongoing power
shortage. “Coal India’s pri-
ority is to ensure that the
nation’s power plants are

well stocked with domestic
coal and the country gets
power at just price. The
aim should be to securitise
energy at least cost,”
Agrawal said and asked
the employees to treat the
targets as “sacrosanct”.
“Do not let any complacen-
cy seep in. Drawing inspi-
ration from the perform-
ance of FY22, let us consol-

idate it further in FY23 to
breach the 700 MT output
and offtake targets,” the
CMD said. The country, he
said, looks up to Coal India
for fuelling its energy
needs. “It then becomes
not only our responsibility
but a corporate obligation
to live up to that great ex-
pectation,” he added.

Every year throws up
new challenges and new
difficulties, Agrawal said
and asked his employees
to be prepared to face
them. “There is no way of
skirting around the issue,”
he said. The company’s
supplies to the power sec-
tor during FY22 soared to
an all-time high of 540.4
MT with a whopping 95.4
MT volume surge com-
pared to FY21.

‘CIL’s priority is to ensure power
plants are well-stocked with coal’

CMD Pramod Agrawal

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  MMaayy  0011  ((PPTTII)):: Early
education of a child must be in
mother tongue, Vice President
M Venkaiah Naidu said on
Sunday. Addressing the inau-
gural ceremony of the Delhi
University centenary celebra-
tions, Naidu said the Indian
education system must also
focus on “our culture”. “If the
early education is given to a
child in mother tongue they
will be able to grasp it. If given
in another language, first they
have to learn the language and
then they will understand,” he
said. He emphasized that chil-
dren must learn their mother
tongue first and then other lan-
guages. “One must have profi-
ciency in their languages and
have original ideas,” he added.
Vice President Naidu, who is
the chancellor of the universi-
ty, was the chief guest at the

event and Dharmendra
Pradhan, Minister of
Education, was the guest of
honour. The vice president
launched a commemorative
coin of hundred-rupee denomi-
nation, a commemorative cen-
tenary stamp, and a commem-
orative centenary volume
(booklet) — a pictorial repre-
sentation of the journey of the
university. Naidu also invoked
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s remarks at an event on
Saturday where the latter
underlined the need to encour-
age the use of local language in
courts. “Yesterday PM Modi
also talked about the need for
local languages in courts. Why
courts alone, it should be
implemented everywhere,” he
added. He congratulated Delhi
University for completing 100
years. “I would like to congrat-

ulate all the people for the
growth, development and
progress of this university and
for making this one of the pres-
tigious institutions,” he added.
Naidu also launched
Undergraduate Curricular
Framework (UGCF) 2022 (Hindi
version), Undergraduate
Curricular Framework (UGCF)
2022 (Sanskrit version), and a
brochure, University of Delhi: A
Glimpse - a reservoir of the his-
torical landmarks achieved by
the University.

Speaking at the event,
Pradhan said the promotion of
local languages will help in
channelling students’ creativi-
ty. “The national education pol-
icy emphasised the importance
of local language. The local
language help in channelling
the creativity of a student,”
Pradhan noted.

VP pitches for early education
of children in mother tongue

New Delhi, May 01 (PTI):

The Supreme Court has
directed the National
Legal Services Authority
(NALSA) to apprise it
about the number of cases
initiated till date under the
Protection of Women from
Domestic Violence Act,
2005.

A bench of Justices U U
Lalit, S Ravindra Bhat and
P S Narasimha said that in
order to elicit details on
this behalf, NALSA may
send an appropriate ques-
tionnaire to the State
Legal Services Authorities
and obtain requisite infor-
mation.

“In order to enable this
Court to have complete in-
formation, we call upon
NALSA to state about the
number of cases under the

Protection of Women from
Domestic Violence Act,
2005; (initiated till date and
pending) and in how many
cases the services of
Protection Officer/Service
Provider or shelter homes
were required to be ex-
tended,” the bench said.

Additional Solicitor
General Aishwarya Bhati,
appearing for the Centre,
told the bench that Project
Shakti contemplated by
the Ministry of Women
and Child Development as
well as other projects
under the auspices of the
Ministry of Law and
Justice are at the stage of
formalisation. Bhati said
Mission Shakti has al-
ready received Cabinet ap-
proval. The top court has
posted the matter for hear-
ing on July 20.

SC seeks number of cases initiated
under Domestic Violence Act-2005


