
Fire 
Kolkata: A major fire
broke out at a garage in
central Kolkata’s Tangra
area on Sunday after-
noon, officials said. Eight
fire tenders were working
to douse the blaze at the
garage on Christopher
Road which was used as
a godown, they said. No
one was injured in the
blaze that broke out
around 3 pm, they added.

Stolen
NNiiwwaarrii:: A sniffer dog of
Madhya Pradesh police
was stolen from tourist
town Orchha, police said
on Sunday. The canine
was taken away by four
persons travelling in an
SUV from the backside of
a temple after it ran away
in panic due to the burst-
ing of firecrackers from
its handler, an official
said quoting the com-
plaint. Orchha police sta-
tion in-charge Abhay
Pratap Singh said a com-
plaint was received and
the dog, a German
Shepherd, will be 
recovered soon.

Derail
CChheennnnaaii::  A local train
derailed at the Beach sta-
tion here on Sunday but
there was no casualty,
Railway sources said. The
empty Electric Multiple
Unit (EMU) was being
moved from the yard to
the platform and was like-
ly to be proceeding on the
busy Beach-Tambaram
route, Southern Railway
sources said. “While plac-
ing an empty EMU rake
from shed line to Platform
1, the rake had overshot
the buffer end of the 
platform and damaged

Platform 1. 

Encounter
SSrriinnaaggaarr::  Two militants
were killed in an
encounter with security
forces in Jammu and
Kashmir’s Pulwama dis-
trict on Sunday, police
said. Based on specific
inputs about the presence
of militants in the Pahoo
area of Pulwama in south
Kashmir, security forces
launched a search opera-
tion there, a police offi-
cial said. He said the
search operation turned
into an encounter after
the militants fired upon
the security personnel,
who retaliated.

Diffuse
CChhaannddiiggaarrhh::  A team of
the National Security
Guard on Sunday diffused
an explosive device found
in a bag near the bound-
ary wall of the high-secu-
rity Burail jail here, said
police. A bag containing a
box, detonator, some
burnt wires and the
explosive device was
found near the boundary
wall of the Burail jail here
on Saturday evening.
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President of the European
Commission Ursula Von Der

Leyen plants a sapling at
TERI, in Gurugram, Sunday.

Palli (JK), Apr 24 (PTI): 

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Sunday
said Jammu and Kashmir
is presenting a new exam-
ple of “democracy and de-
termination” as numerous
development initiatives
were undertaken in the
last two to three years.

Visiting Jammu and
Kashmir for the first time
since the abrogation of
Article 370 in August 2019,
he also said that Rs 38,000
crore of private invest-
ment has come to the
union territory (UT) in the
last two years, besides it

witnessing a heavy flow of
tourists. Modi was speak-
ing in Palli village in
Samba district, around 17
km from Jammu, on the
occasion of National
Panchayati Raj Day. The
speech was relayed to all
gram panchayats across
the country. The prime
minister also inaugurated
and laid foundation stones
for multiple development
initiatives worth Rs 20,000
crore for Jammu and
Kashmir. Modi said that
his government has imple-
mented as many as 175
central laws and the
Panchayati Raj system for

the UT’s people who were
“deprived” of these bene-
fits when Jammu and
Kashmir had special sta-
tus under Article 370.

Jammu and Kashmir is
presenting a new example
of democracy and deter-
mination as numerous de-
velopment initiatives were
undertaken in the last two
to three years, he said.

Modi also expressed
happiness that it was for
the first time that elections
for the three-tier
Panchayati Raj system
were conducted peacefully
sometime back in Jammu
and Kashmir. The last two

to three years have seen a
lot of development initia-
tives being undertaken in
Jammu and Kashmir and
about 175 central laws
were implemented here
that gave due rights to the
people of the UT, he said.

“The Panchayati Raj
system being a good
scheme..it was tom-
tommed, people felt proud
about it, which was not
wrong. But people of
Jammu and Kashmir were
deprived from the benefits
of this system...until our
government came to
power in Delhi,” Modi
said.

‘J-K presenting new
example of democracy’ New Delhi, Apr 24 (PTI): 

With several festivals
coming up, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
on Sunday urged people
to stay alert of the coron-
avirus and continue to
follow Covid-appropriate
behaviour such as wear-
ing masks and washing
hands. In his monthly
Mann Ki Baat radio
broadcast, Modi said that
in the coming days the
festival of Eid, Akshaya
Tritiya, birth anniver-
sary of Bhagwan
Parashuram and
Vaishakh Budh Purnima
will be celebrated. “All

these festivals are festi-
vals of restraint, purity,
charity and harmony.
Advance greetings to all
of you on the occasion of
these festivals. Celebrate
these festivals with great
gaiety and harmony,”
Modi said. “In the midst
of all this, you also have
to be alert of corona
(virus). Wearing a mask,
washing hands at regular
intervals, whatever are
the necessary measures
for prevention, keep fol-
lowing them,” the prime
minister stressed. Modi
will hold a meeting with
chief ministers on the
emerging COVID-19 situ-

ation in the country on
Wednesday through
video conference, official
sources had said on
Saturday. Union Health
Secretary Rajesh
Bhushan will make a
presentation on the mat-
ter, they said. With 2,593
new coronavirus infec-
tions being reported in a
day, India’s total tally of
cases rose to 4,30,57,545,
while the active cases in-
creased to 15,873, accord-
ing to Union health min-
istry data updated on
Sunday. The death toll
climbed to 5,22,193 with 44
fresh fatalities, the data
updated at 8 am stated.

PM to people

‘Stay alert, keep following
Covid-appropriate behaviour’

Kolkata, Apr 24 (PTI):
Justice Indira
Banerjee of the
Supreme Court on
Sunday described
right to healthcare as
a basic human right,

while inaugurating a
telemedicine centre in
Kolkata.

The telemedicine con-
sultation centre in
Kolkata’s Elliot Road, the
first Teladoc clinic in
India, will be operated by
Meenakshi Mission
Hospital of Madurai.

“Right to healthcare is a
basic human right and I
hope that people of West
Bengal and the neighbour-
ing states will benefit by
the starting of Teladoc

here in Kolkata,” Justice
Banerjee said.

Teladoc is considered
the world’s most advanced
telemedicine platform,
and the Kolkata centre is
its seventh globally, an offi-
cial of the hospital said.

Justice Banerjee said
that during the pandemic,
there has been a spurt in

the use of computers and
even the courts had to
function virtually.

She said that as Chief
Justice of the Madras
High Court, she had to go
to Madurai once a month
as the high court has a
bench in the southern
Tamil Nadu city.

Justice Banerjee said
that in Madurai, she had
the opportunity to visit the
hospital’s children’s can-
cer section and had got en-
gulfed in emotion.

“But the treatment that
was being meted out was
indeed impressive, the
hospital was neat and
clean, the doctors had a
humane approach,” she
said.
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‘Right to healthcare a basic human right’

Justice Indira Banerjee

Korba, Apr 24: Two chil-
dren drowned in a village
pond in Korba district
while bathing, police said
on Sunday. The incident
took place on Saturday af-
ternoon in Polmi village
and the deceased have
been identified as Gaurav
Kerketta (6) and Shiv
Kerketta (4), a Pali police
station official said. “After
the children did not return
home for a long time, their
parents mounted a search
and found their clothes
near the pond. Their bod-
ies were found inside the
water-body soon after. It
seems they entered the
water for a bath and

drowned,” he said. Pali
Tanakhar Congress MLA
Mohit Ram Kerketta, who
belongs to Polmi village,
gave Rs 20,000 as aid to the
kin and promised Rs 4 lakh
from the chief minister’s
relief fund after complet-
ing of further formalities.

Two children 
drown in village pond 

About the incident
The incident took place on
Saturday afternoon in Polmi village
and the deceased have been identi-
fied as Gaurav Kerketta (6) and
Shiv Kerketta (4).After the children
did not return home for a long time,
their parents mounted a search and
found their clothes near the pond.
Their bodies were found inside the
water-body soon after. 

MMaatthhuurraa  ((UUPP)),,  AApprr  2244  ((PPTTII))::
Nayati Healthcare chairperson
Niira Radia and seven others
have been booked for alleged
negligence in treating a COVID-
19 patient who died after being
discharged from the hospital
here, police said on Sunday.
The FIR was registered after
Bhagwati Verma, a resident of
Krishnanagar area, accused the
Neyati Medicity hospital man-
agement of negligence in the
treatment of her husband and
not following Covid guidelines.
According to a complaint filed
by the woman at the Jaint
police station, the hospital dis-
charged the patient without
any prior information. She fur-
ther alleged that her husband

contracted the coronavirus
infection last year and was
admitted to Nayati Hospital on
May 10, 2021. She said her hus-
band was discharged on May 15
and later died. The woman also
claimed that the hospital fraud-
ulently took more than Rs 1.90
lakh from them as treatment
expense. Police said the FIR
was registered against Niira
Radia, hospital director
Narendra Singh, Senior
Accounts Officer Sunil,
Accounts Officer Balkishan
Chaturvedi, Finance Director
Yatish Behl, Finance Controller
Hemant Java, and Chandan
Singh and Sagar Tuteja under
sections of the Indian Penal
Code.

Niira Radia booked for ‘negligence’
in treating Covid patient

New Delhi, Apr 24 (PTI):

The Serum Institute of
India has urged the Centre
to use the available 10
crore doses of Covishield
offered free of cost by
GAVI under COVAX facili-
ty in view of rising
COVID-19 cases in the
country, an official source
said. The Pune-based firm
has written to the
Ministry of Health and
Family Welfare (MoHF)
that if these 10 crore free
doses of Covishield are
not taken by the Indian
government timely, it will
lead to wastage of the life
saving vaccines amid the
pandemic outbreak.

In a letter to the min-
istry, Prakash Kumar
Singh, Director,
Government and
Regulatory Affairs at SII,
is learnt to have stated
that the firm has already
supplied 14 crore doses of

Covishield to the
Government of India (GoI)
through UNICEF under
“COVAX” facility of GAVI
free of cost. Apart from
these 14 crore doses, GAVI
has also offered 10 crore
doses of Covishield free of
cost to Gol under COVAX
facility, the source said.

“As Covid cases are ris-
ing again in our country,
using this immediately
available 10 crore free of
cost Covishield vaccine
doses by GAVI for our citi-
zens at the earliest would
be beneficial in controlling
the upsurge of COVID-19.
This will play a crucial
role in taking forward the
world’s largest vaccina-
tion drive under visionary
leadership of our Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
Ji towards its successful
completion,” Singh is
learnt to have stated. The
cumulative COVID-19 vac-
cine doses administered in

the country has so far ex-
ceeded 187.67 crore. India
had on April 10 began ad-
ministering precaution
doses of COVID-19 vac-
cines to all aged above 18
years at private vaccina-
tion centres.

All those above the age
of 18 who have completed
nine months after the ad-
ministration of the second
dose are eligible for the
precaution dose.

The countrywide vacci-
nation drive was rolled out
on January 16 last year
with healthcare workers
getting inoculated in the
first phase. Vaccination of
frontline workers started
from February 2 last year.

The next phase of
COVID-19 vaccination
commenced on March 1
last year for people over 60
years of age and those
aged 45 and above with
specified comorbid condi-
tions.

SII to Centre 

Use 10 cr Covishield doses offered free
of cost by GAVI amid rising cases

Guwahati,Apr 24 (PTI):
The BJP-AGP al-
liance swept the
Guwahati Municipal

Corporation (GMC) polls
on Sunday, bagging 58 out
of the total 60 wards, while
the main opposition party
Congress drew a blank.

The other two wards
were won one each by the
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
and the Assam Jatiya
Parishad (AJP), the
Assam State Election
Commission said in a re-
lease.

The BJP won in 52
wards, including three un-
contested candidates,
while its ally Asom Gana
Parishad (AGP) clinched
six wards.

Altogether, 52.80 per
cent voter turnout was
registered with EVMs
used for voting in all
polling stations for the
first time in GMC elec-
tions. As many as 197 can-
didates were in fray.

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and
Assam Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma
lauded BJP workers for
the resounding victory
and thanked people of the
state for the massive man-
date.

Thank you Guwahati!
The people of this lovely
city have given a resound-
ing mandate to
@BJP4Assam to build on
the agenda of develop-
ment. They have also
blessed the hardwork of
the state government
under CM @hi-
mantabiswa. My gratitude
to every BJP Karyakarta
for the hardwork, Modi
tweeted.

Sharing the PM’s tweet
on his official handle on
the micro-blogging site,
Sarma wrote: We’re im-
mensely grateful to you
Adarniya Pradhan Mantri
ji for your good wishes and
blessings.
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Y BJP-AGP combine 
sweeps GMC polls

Cong draws blank

Lakhimpur incident

Ashish Mishra
surrenders, 

sent back to jail
LLaakkhhiimmppuurr:: Union Minister Ajay
Mishra’s son Ashish Mishra on
Sunday surrendered at a local
court here, days after the SC
cancelled his bail in the
Lakhimpur Kheri violence case.
“Ashish has surrendered in the
court. We were given a week’s
time but as Monday was the last
day, he surrendered a day
ahead,” Ashish’s counsel
Awadesh Singh told PTI. Jail
Superintendent PP Singh said
Ashish will be kept in a separate
barrack in the jail due to security
reasons. The Supreme Court had
on April 18 cancelled the bail
granted to Ashish Mishra and
asked him to surrender in a
week. Eight people were killed in
Lakhimpur Kheri during the vio-
lence that erupted when farmers
were protesting against Uttar
Pradesh Deputy Chief Minister
Keshav Prasad Maurya’s visit to
the area on October 3 last year.
The dead included four farmers
and a journalist, who were
mowed down allegedly by cars
carrying BJP workers.



Usha Chaudhary
BB hh ii ll aa ii ::
A h m a d a b a d ,
Gujarat resident
Usha Chaudhary
left for heavenly
abode at the age
of 60 years on

April 23. She was the elder sister
of Senior Corporator Bashisth
Narayan Mishra and Swaroop
Narayan Mishra. Last rites of the
mortal remains were performed at
Ahmadabad, Gujarat on April 24.

OBITUARY
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BIT's Hack Club organises ‘Microsoft
Azure Series: Roadmap to DevOps’

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  AApprr  2244::  Hack Club Bhilai
Institute of Technology Durg or-
ganized "Microsoft Azure Series:
Roadmap to DevOps" on April 21
and 22 in the campus of BIT
Durg. Four sessions were con-
ducted in this programme. The
first session was on basic intro-
duction to Cloud Computing,
second session included Azure
basics, third session was intro-
duction to DevOps followed by
Introduction to Docker and
Containers in the fourth session.
The first speaker Sonal Jain,
Azure Dev Lead, spoke about
cloud computing uses, service
models, deployment models,
major cloud providers and cloud
computing myths. The second
speaker Kartikey Rawat, Azure
Dev Lead, covered the topics of
Microsoft Azure, working, azure
portal, tour of azure services and
building of static app. On the
second day, third and fourth ses-

sions were conducted. The third
session was conducted by Khalid
Khan, Azure Dev Lead who ex-
plained DevOps, DevOps stages
and tools, and use cases. The
speaker for the last session was
Abhishek Agrawal who explained
Dockers and Containers. A fun
and interesting quiz was also
conducted at the end of every
session. This event was conduct-
ed under the able guidance of Dr
Sunita Soni , HOD (Department
of Computer Science), and
Assistant Professor Chaitali
Choudhary (Department of
Computer Science). The event
was a grand success with the

support and guidance of faculty
members and student volunteers
- Dheeraj Ghosh (Hack Club
Lead), Suryansh Bisen, Vinayak
Rawat, Anubhav Agrawal, Rahul
Kesharwani, Sanskriti Harmukh,
Ritwik Kundu, Hansaj Sharma,
Dewansh Thakur, Atulya Singh,
Sanskar Dwivedi, Aditi Dwivedi,
Dhriti Nishad, Arsh Chandrakar,
Harshjot Singh Kambo, Khalid
Khan, Sonal Jain. The authorities
of BIT Durg, Director Dr Arun
Arora, Principal Dr MK Gupta and
Vice Principal Dr Manisha
Sharma praised the event and its
organizing team for an informa-
tive event.

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  AApprr  2244:: SAIL-Bhilai Steel Plant
that produces high strength TMT Bars
with earthquake and corrosion resist-
ant properties for use in big projects of
national importance including dams,
bridges, flyovers, expressway, tunnels
etc has recently been supplying TMT
Bars for use in Mumbai-Ahmedabad
High Speed Rail Corridor project. 

Construction activity in Gujarat
section of the project has picked up
pace in recent months. With three
rakes of TMT 32 Bars despatched to
Ahmedabad in recent days, more than
65,000 Tonnes of TMT Bars in 500D
grade of different dimensions has so
far been supplied for India's first
under-construction high-speed rail
line project.  The 508 kilometre long
network will pass through Mumbai,
Thane, and Palghar in Maharashtra;
and Valsad, Navsari, Surat, Bharuch,
Vadodara, Anand, Kheda, and
Ahmedabad in Gujarat. The bullet
train will cover a distance of 508 km in
2 hours and 7 minutes with a maxi-
mum operational speed of 320 km/hr.
The MAHSR project is being executed

by the National High Speed Rail
Corporation Ltd. Larsen & Toubro - IHI
Infrastructure Systems Consortium
that will fabricate & transport 28 steel
truss bridges.  SAIL-Bhilai's TMT Bars
are being used in construction of piers
and girders of the High Speed Rail
Corridor project that will support the
load-bearing capacity of the steel
bridges that are being fabricated for
laying the bullet train rail corridor.
TMT Bars of different dimensions in-
cluding 8 millimetre, 10mm, 12 mm,
16 mm, 20 mm, 25 mm and 32 mm
have been supplied from SAIL-BSP. Of
these 25 mm and 32 mm have been
rolled out in the Plant's Merchant Mill
and the rest from the Plant's Modex

unit, Bar & Rod Mill. Products from
Bhilai's Modex unit, Bar & Rod Mill
have reached various corners of the
country like Nagpur, Visakhapatnam,
Ahmedabad, Hyderabad, Ghaziabad
and Jaipur. The superior product quali-
ty of products, with negative tolerance
and consistent mechanical properties
and good weldability produced as per
IS-1786 norms, has been widely ap-
preciated by customers of SAIL-Bhilai.
The Plant's Merchant Mill on the other
hand has been rolling out exactly what
customers of this highly competitive
section of the market are demanding
today - steel with the right chemistry
for big power and irrigation projects
and highrise buildings coming up in

seismic and corrosion prone areas. All
the TMT bars and rods that the Plant's
Merchant Mill rolls out are in Fe 500
grade with earthquake-resistant prop-
erties. Additionally, HCR or high-cor-
rosion resistant properties are also
provided to meet customer needs.
While Merchant Mill's entire TMT pro-
duction is of EQR variety, more sec-
tions have been added and corrosion-
resistant variety of TMT EQR Rebar is
being produced. It is worth mention-
ing that all TMT products from Bhilai
Steel Plant are now being bar-coded
before despatch so that upon scan-
ning the barcode, the customer gets
to know detailed information about
the product.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Apr 24: To exalt
the spirit of inspiration
and aspiration, Sri
Sankara Vidyalaya, Sector -
X organized a blessing cere-
mony for class X and XII on
April 23, 2022 in the school.
The atrium was decorated
with colourful balloons and
vibrant coloured buntings.
Students of class X and XII
were welcomed in a tradi-
tional manner by applying
'tilak'. The programme

started with the lighting of
the ceremonial lamp and
garlanding the portraits of
Goddess Saraswati and
Sankaracharya Jayendra
Saraswathi Swamigal by S
Swaminathan, Secretary,
SSES, Bipin Deshmukh,
Principal SSV and student
representatives. Harish
Chandra Chattwani, Vice-
Principal, Shobha Nair and
S Usha, Headmist-resses,
were also present on the oc-
casion.

The atmosphere was

overwhelmed with nostal-
gic feelings when class X
and XII students, Astha
Jha, Aryan Pandya, Rashi
Sengar and Kamya
Hirwani, in their speech
expressed their deep affec-
tion and gratitude to the
teachers for their guidance
and for being their men-
tors all through. Manisha
Sinha (TGT, Maths) and
Vidya Satheesh (PGT,
Physics) guided the stu-
dents to perform their best
and encouraged and moti-

vated them to come out
with flying colours. S
Swaminathan, Secretary,
SSES, was elated to see the
students back in school
and blessed them for their
bright future. Bipin
Deshmukh, Principal,
showered his blessings and
motivated the students to
be sincere, honest and fo-
cused in life.

Motivational and inspi-
rational songs were pre-
sented by the students of
IX and XI guided by
Vandana Mishra and
Devyani Dindal. The stage
for the function was beau-
tified by Safiya Banu and
Meeta Shukla. Admit
cards and 'Prasad' were
distributed to the board ex-
aminees. The programme
was ably conducted by
Anita Verma and Geeta
Dileep. The function came
to an end with the national
anthem.
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Bhilai, Apr 24: DAV
Public School Hudco or-
ganized a blessing ceremo-
ny for the students study-
ing in secondary and high-
er secondary classes with
warm wishes of unprece-
dented success in the up-
coming CBSE examina-
tion. Prashant Kumar
(ARO, DAV, Chhattisgarh

Zone A and Principal, DAV
Hudco, Bhilai) graced the
occasion.

The ceremony began
with the recitation of
Vedic hymns and swasti-
vachan. Yasha Havan and
rituals were performed by
Yashacharya. Yauahutis
were given by the school
students. Prashant Kumar
performed the Mastak
Abhisheka with Ashish

Pushpavarshan to wel-
come all the students.

While addressing the
ceremony, Prashant
Kumar with the gusto of
the chief guest said,
"Examination is a festival
for the students and they
must actively participate
in it. Examination tests
the talent of the talented.
It instills confidence.

Perseverance and ab-

solute dedication towards
the goal is the road to
achieve success. Students
should adhere to this high-
way and show their
unique talent".

The blessing ceremony
concluded with Vedic
Shanti recitation.
Teachers made a remark-
able contribution in the ef-
ficient accomplishment of
the ceremony.

Orientation programme held at MTCN

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Apr 24: Mother
Teresa College of Nursing,
Kumhari organized an orien-
tation program for 1st year
BSc nursing students on
April 20 and 21. Director
Chandrakanth was given a

warm welcome by the MTCN
family. At the outset, the pro-
gram began with a welcome
address by Assistant
Professor Alish. Vice
Principal Ravidisha threw
light on the History of
Nursing. Professor Varnish
explained the scope of nurs-

ing to the students. Dr D
Kalaichelvi, Principal, orient-
ed the staff and students
about the new INC syllabus.
Students introduced them-
selves and narrated the rea-
sons for choosing the Nursing
profession. Program ended
with a vote of thanks.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Apr 24:
Responding to the appeal of
Mayor Neeraj Pal and
Commissioner Prakash
Sarve, many animal lovers,
Gau Sevaks and social or-
ganizations are coming for-
ward to donate green fod-
der and other eatables for
cattle at Urban Gauthan of

Bhilai Municipal
Corporation. The visitors
are impressed with various
activities being conducted
at the Gauthan. They are
volunteering to serve the
cows at Gauthan. The peo-
ple are donating fodder on
the birthdays of their par-
ents and religious leaders.

A special variety of
Napier grass has been

grown in a large area of
Gauthan which is being
used as fodder. Despite this,
there is a requirement of
more green fodder, bran,
chopped paddy straw and
jaggery for feeding the cat-
tle. Recently, the women of
Jain Parshwa Mandal do-
nated 3 quintals of chopped
paddy straws, 2 sacks of
bran and 10 kg jaggery.

Gausevak Sushil Agarwal
donated 1050 kg gourd.
Earlier, Chandan Sao do-
nated 500 kg gourd and 250
kg pumpkin to Gauthan as
green fodder on the birth-
day of his Religious Guru.

Gausevak Bharti
Chandrakar provided 7200
kg chopped paddy straw,
Aradhan Chandrakar have
300 kg paddy straw, and Dr

PB Deshmukh donated 50
kg bran and 2 bags of
chopped paddy straws,
Sushil Agarwal of Durg
gave 2000 kg gourd, 210 kg
cucumber and 500 Kg ba-
nana to Gauthan.

Many people have be-
come a part of Gauthan
and are visiting here regu-
larly to provide fodder for
cattle. Rekha Baghel of the
SHG which works at
Gauthan informed that
Napier grass is given as fod-
der to the cattle.

At the same time,
berseem grass and
sorghum are also provided
to the cows from time to
time. BMC Commissioner
Prakash Surve has ap-
pealed to the denizens and
social organizations to
come forward and donate
green fodder, bran, paddy
straw etc on the auspicious
occasions.

Mother, son arrested for theft
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Apr 24: Police
have arrested a ruffian on
charges of committing
theft at a locked house. His
mother was also arrested
for concealing the stolen
money. CSP Jitendra Yadav
informed that one
Akhilesh Mishra of
Kasarideeh Durg had
lodged a complaint at
Padmanabhpur Chowki on
April 24 regarding theft at
his home.

There was some reli-
gious ritual at his home on
April 14 morning. On the
same evening, the family
with relatives had gone to a
restaurant for dinner. The
house was locked from
19:15 hrs to 00:15 hrs. When
they returned back, they
found that the main gate
was locked but the bolt of
the main door was broken.
Akhilesh went to his office
room in the house and
found that Rs 6.5 lakh cash
was missing from the

drawer.
On instructions of SSP

Badri Narayan Meena, the
Padmanabhpur Police
team led by Vaibhav
Banker (Probationary IPS)
with support of Cyber Cell
launched investigations.
The suspects were rounded
up and quizzed. Acting on
a tip off, Police took a ruffi-
an into custody and during
interrogation, he confessed
to have committed the
theft.

The accused Deepak

alias Vicky Bharti (25) son
of Harish Bharti a resident
of Kelabadi, Durg con-
fessed to have trespassed
into the house of Akhilesh
Mishra on the intervening
night of April 14-15. The ac-
cused burgled the silver
utensils from the pooja
room as well as Rs 6.5 lakh
cash from the drawer.

Police recovered Rs 1.40
lakh cash and silver plate
from the possession of the
accused. He further in-
formed that he had given

some cash to his mother
for hiding it at some place.
Police recovered Rs 65000
cash from his mother iden-
tified as Lata Bharti. She
has been booked under the
provisions mentioned in
section 414, 34 of IPC. The
accused Deepak Bharti
was booked under the pro-
visions mentioned in sec-
tion 457, 38 of IPC. Stolen
booty worth Rs 2.05 lakh
was recovered from them.

Padmanabhpur SHO
Vaibhav Banker
(Probationary IPS), Sub
Inspector Dharam
Mandavi, Sub Inspector
Chitra Lekha Sharma,
Head Constable Shiv
Kumar Dubey, Chandra
Shekhar Banjir and Civil
Team members Constable
Javed Khan, Pradeep
Thakur, Kishore Soni,
Dheerendra Yadav,
Tileshwar Rathore, Chitra
Sen Sahu, Balmukund
Sahu, and Farukh Khan
played a vital role in arrest-
ing the accused.

Agitating workers of CCM
Medical College meet MLA Bhilai 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Apr 24: The re-
trenched workers of
Chandulal Chandrakar
Memorial Medical
College, who are agitating
for the last seven months
for their job, paid a visit to
Bhilai Nagar MLA
Devendra Yadav at his res-
idence in Sector 5.

The aggrieved workers,
who were retrenched after
the government acquisi-
tion of the college, shared
their problems with the
MLA and informed him
that they are struggling
for their job for the last
seven months.

Discussion was held in a
cordial atmosphere.
Devendra assured them to
arrange a meeting with
the Chief Minister as soon
as possible. The agitating
workers further apprised
the MLA about the deploy-

ment of heavy police force
at their dharna spot. They
asserted that their move-
ment has always been
democratic and they re-
spect law and order.

Few days ago, they tried
to take out a bike rally,
which was intercepted by
police at the pandal itself.
In protest, the agitators
laid down on the road in
the scorching sun.

They informed that
about 100 employees, who
were working since 2013,
were retrenched from the
institution. They have
been struggling for the last
seven months demanding
their merger as govern-
ment employees in the col-
lege.

Jan Swasthya
Karmachari Union
President Kaladas

Daharia also spoke about
various issues. Dhanush
Kumar Sahu, Devraj Sahu,
Anita Sahu, Sumit
Parganiha, Shyam Sundar,
Sheela Sahu, Rupesh,
Dulichand, Leela
Devangan, Lalit Patnaik,
Hublal Sahu, Mahendra
Patel, Vikas Sharma,
Mohini Yadav, Lokeshwari
and other retrenched
workers were present.

Animal lovers donate fodder at Urban Gauthan

Blessing Ceremony  held at DAV Hudco Blessing Ceremony held at SSV-X

BSP supplying large volumes of TMT 
Bars for high speed rail corridor project

Summer Coaching 
SCamp to be organised for
Schoolchildren in Sports 

BBhhiillaaii,,  AApprr  2244:: Like in previous years,
SAIL-Bhilai Steel Plant's Sports,
Culture & Civic Amenities Dept would
be organising Summer Coaching
Camp for schoolchildren in as many
as 22 games at different venues from
May 06 to June 09, 2022. The games
in which coaching would be provided
to schoolchildren by BSP coaches in
sports complexes, schools, and other
playing grounds include athletics,
badminton, ball badminton, basket-
ball, boxing, chess, cricket, football,
handball, hockey, judo, karate, tennis,
table tennis, volleyball, yoga, kho-
kho, kabaddi, powerlifting, cycle
polo, gymnastics and fencing.
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Governor participates in the 400th Prakash
Purb celebrations of Guru Tegh Bahadur

Raipur, Apr 24: Governor
Ms. Anusuiya Uikey at-
tended the function organ-
ized on the occasion of
400th Prakash Parv of
Ninth Guru Tegh Bahadur
of Sikh society organised
at Science College Ground,
Raipur on Sunday. She per-
formed prayers at Guru
Granth Sahib in the cere-
mony and wished for the
prosperity of the country
and the state. On this occa-
sion, Governor Ms. Uikey
while congratulating and
wishing the Sikh commu-
nity said that Guru Tegh
Bahadur remained ready
to protect religion and dig-
nity throughout life. The
sacrifice of Guru Tegh
Bahadur ji has always in-
spired to protect the digni-
ty and honour of the coun-
try’s culture and will con-
tinue to inspire the gener-
ations to come. She said
that the Sikh community
across the world is doing
the sacred work of social
service by following the

path shown by the Gurus.
Thanks to the Sikh com-
munity for their service
and sacrifice. Ms. Uikey
said that whenever the na-
tion needed it, the Gurus
laid down their lives to
protect it and did not back
down from martyrdom.

Guru-Shishya tradition is
the specialty of Indian cul-
ture and while discharg-
ing this tradition, our
country has made continu-
ous progress under the
guidance of Gurus. The
thoughts of power, sacri-
fice, service, sacrifice of

religious leaders have not
only inspired the followers
for good works but have
also given a new direction
to the community. She said
that Guru Tegh Bahadur
stood like a wall in front of
Aurangzeb’s cruelty.

She thanked the Sikh

community spread across
the world for their contri-
bution in the difficult situ-
ation of the Corona epi-
demic. Sikh society always
reminds us that service to
humanity is paramount
and people of all religions,
castes should always be
engaged in this work with-
out any discrimination.
On this occasion, the
women of Sikh communi-
ty felicitated the Governor
Ms. Uikey with a shawl
and bouquet. Chairman of
Chhattisgarh Minorities
Commission Mr.
Mahendra Chhabra,
Chairman of Food
Commission Mr. Gurpreet
Singh Babra, Niranjan
Khanuja, Mr. Surendra
Chhabra, DS Bhamra,
Amarjit Singh Channi,
Surendra Kaur Chhabra,
Charanjit Kaur Chhabra,
Surendra Kaur Juneja,
Surendra Kaur Chawla
and other members of
Sikh community were
present.

House of contractor burgled,
valuables worth lakhs stolen

Operation of 23 trains passing through Chhattisgarh
stopped for a month: CM objects decision

Raipur, Apr 24: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
has strongly objected to
the decision of the
Railways to stop the opera-
tion of 23 local trains pass-
ing through Chhattisgarh
from April 24, 2022.

On the instructions of
Chief Minister Baghel, the
Additional Chief
Secretary to the Chief
Minister has written a let-
ter to the Chairman and
Chief Executive Officer of
Railway Board urging

them to continue the oper-
ation of local trains pass-
ing through Chhattisgarh.

Operation of total 23 ex-
press and local trains pass-
ing through Chhattisgarh
has been stopped for the
next one month from 24
April 2022 by an order is-
sued by Principal Chief
Operations Manager,
South-East Central
Railway, Bilaspur on 23
April 2022. All these trains
pass through
Chhattisgarh every day.
No alternative arrange-
ment has been made for
the passengers before stop-
ping the operation of these
trains.

Additional Chief
Secretary to the Chief
Minister, Subrat Sahoo in
his letter to the Chairman
of Railway Board said that
even before this, the opera-

tion of a total of 10 trains
was stopped by order
dated March 31, 2022 is-
sued by the Principal
Chief Operations
Manager, South-East
Central Railway, Bilaspur.
Out of these 10 trains, 08
trains used to pass on the
rail routes of
Chhattisgarh. A request
was made by the State
Government by writing a
letter on 5th April 2022 to
keep the operation of the
above trains intact, but
this request was ignored.

The Additional Chief
Secretary has written in
the letter that there are
many middle and lower
class passengers in the
state, who travel daily by
the above mentioned
trains and reach their des-
tination. Daily com-
muters, traders, people

working in government
and semi government of-
fices, school and college
students will face incon-
venience due to stopping
of the operation of these
trains. Stopping the oper-
ation of trains will defi-
nitely have an adverse ef-
fect on the journeys made
during the summer vaca-
tions.

Keeping in view the
overall situation, the
Additional Chief
Secretary asked the
Chairman and Chief
Executive Officer, Railway
Board to restore services
of above mentioned trains
by cancelling the order
dated April 23, 2022 of
Principal Chief
Operations Manager,
South-East Central
Railway, Bilaspur, with im-
mediate effect.

Chhattisgarh Yoga Commission’s
fifth foundation day

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Apr 24: A three-
day state level Yogasan
competition cum confer-
ence is being organized in
the capital Raipur on fifth
foundation day of
Chhattisgarh Yoga
Commission. Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
will inaugurate the pro-
gram on April 25 at 11 am
at Shaheed Smarak
Bhawan. Social Welfare
Minister Anila Bhendia
will preside over the pro-
gram and Agriculture
Minister Ravindra
Choubey will be the spe-
cial guest.

Yogasana competition
for boys and girls under
the age of 15 years will be
organized from 2 pm to 6
pm in the program. On 26
April, 1000 yoga seekers
(sadhaks) will perform
Surya Namaskar and spe-
cial yoga exercises in front

of Udyan Kala Bhawan lo-
cated in Pt. Ravi Shankar
Shukla University campus
from 6 am to 7.30 am.

Yogasan competition for
boys and girls in the age
group of 15 to 19 years and
above 19 years will be or-
ganized from 9 am to 6 pm
in Pt. Deendayal
Upadhyay Auditorium
Science College campus.
Similarly, on 27th April,
Yogasan competition of
participating groups will
be held in Pt. Deendayal
Upadhyay Auditorium
Science College campus
from 9 am to 3 pm. Prize
distribution and closing
ceremony will be done
from 5 pm to 6 pm. There
are three age groups in the
competition, in the
women’s and men’s cate-
gory. The participants will
be in the age group of
under 15 years, 15 to 19
years and above 19 years.
The competition will be

held in both singles and
group categories.

Rajya Sabha MP Chhaya
Verma, Lok Sabha MP
Sunil Soni, Chhattisgarh
Housing Board Chairman
Kuldeep Juneja,
Parliamentary Secretary
Vikas Upadhyay, MLAs
Satyanarayan Sharma and
Brijmohan Agarwal,
Mayor Municipal
Corporation Raipur Aijaz
Dhebar, Chhattisgarh
Rajya Gou Seva Ayog
Chairman Rajeshree
Mahant Ramsunder Das,
Chhattisgarh State Youth
Commission Chairman
Jitendra Mudaliar,
Chairman of
Chhattisgarh Yoga
Commission Gyanesh
Sharma and members of
Chhattisgarh Yoga
Commission Sarvshree
Ravindra Singh, Rajesh
Nara and Ganeshnath
Yogi will be present as spe-
cial guests.

Compassion, affection and sense of respect necessary
for a successful administrator: Governor

Raipur, Apr 14: Governor
Ms Anusuiya Uikey inau-
gurated the All India
A d m i n i s t r a t i v e
Conference organized for
administrators, executives
and managers at Prajapita
Brahmakumari Ishwariya
Vishwavidyalaya’s Shanti
Sarovar in Raipur today
by lighting the lamp. This
conference was organized
on the topic ‘Spirituality
for Excellence in
Administration’ by the
Administrative Services
Division of Rajyoga
Education and Research
Foundation under the

project ‘From Amrit
Mahotsav of
Independence to Golden
India’.

Ms Uike in her address
said that this conference
organized for administra-
tive officers and managers
today will definitely guide
them. The administrator
is the pivot of the gover-
nance system. The more
efficient, responsible, dili-
gent and honest the ad-
ministrator is, the more
responsible and efficient
the administration will be-
come. According to her
there is a general percep-
tion that the present ad-
ministrative system is not
fulfilling the aspirations of
the people and there is dis-
satisfaction among the
people about the system.
One of the main reasons
for this is believed to be
the lack of moral and
human values.

Moral and human val-
ues, spiritual knowledge

and positive thoughts have
to be made part of the ad-
ministrative methodology
to make the administra-
tion efficient so as to give
top priority to the public
interests.

Ms Uike said that the de-
velopment of society and
the country would be pos-
sible with better imple-
mentation of public wel-
fare policies. In such a sit-
uation, human values like
sensitivity, compassion
and goodwill will help an
administrator easily solve
the problems of the people
and infuse happiness in
them. ‘You will be able to
become a successful ad-
ministrator only when you
have compassion, affec-
tion and sense of respect
in your mind. In such a sit-
uation people will be able
to speak freely to you and
they will get the solution
of their problem’, she said.

‘People come to the ad-
ministrative officers with

very small problems. The
only need is that you talk
to them, listen to their
problems and benefit them
by taking the right deci-
sion. This will increase the
acceptance of the adminis-
trator among the people’,
the Governor said.

Sharing her experience
of the work done while
holding various important
posts the Governor Ms
Uikey said, ‘we should
help the people with our
rights. I got the opportuni-
ty to travel across the
country and work for pro-
viding justice to women
and underpriviledged
while serving in impor-
tant bodies like National
Commission for Women,
National Tribal
Commission. These works
gave me a feeling of self-
satisfaction and I got im-
mense affection from the
people. That is why I al-
ways say that the adminis-
trator should be simple’.

According to her,
Sanskar is the foundation
of culture. Culture is
formed according to the
rituals. Sanskar is created
through Karma while
power of controlling the
senses is the soul, she said.
The society and the cul-
ture of the country be-
come great only by a pow-
erful soul. Certainly,
through good thoughts
and moral values, the spir-
it of serving humanity is
created and spirituality
further enhances this feel-
ing. According to her all
the systems of the world
would be fine with inclu-
sion of spirituality in life.

Addressing the confer-
ence, Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel said that

balance of body and mind
is necessary for life. ‘When
the mind is balanced, there
will be no turmoil in our
thoughts. The mind will re-
main calm, our work effi-
ciency will increase, which
will be good for our self,
family and society. Our
sages after thousands of
years of research have told
the path of spirituality and
meditation to cultivate the
mind’, he said.

He called upon the peo-
ple present in the confer-
ence to take time out for
balance of body and mind
and adopt the path of spiri-
tuality and meditation.
Prajapita Brahmakumari
I s h w a r i y a
Vishwavidyalaya gifted a
photo to Governor Ms Uike
on the occasion.

Justice Goutam
Choudhary, Judge of
Chhattisgarh High Court
attended the conference as
the chief guest. Secretary
of Home Department
Arun Dev Goutam,
Director of Indian
Institute of Technology
Rajat Moona, Director
Medical Education Dr
Vishnu Dutt attended the
program as special guests.
Rajyogini Brahma Kumari
Asha Didi, President of
the Administrative
Services Division of the in-
stitution, gave the keynote
address.

R a j y o g i n i
Brahmakumari Awadhesh
Didi, Rajyogini
Brahmakumari Kamala
Didi and Brahma Kumar
Harish Bhai, office bear-
ers, members and enlight-
ened citizens of the organi-
zation were present in
large numbers in the con-
ference.

p Inaugurates ‘All
India
Administrative
Conference’ on
‘Spirituality for
Excellence in
Administration’ at
Shanti Sarovar RRaaiippuurr,,  AApprr  2244::  The National

Cooperative Conference and the
National Award Distribution
Ceremony will be organized on
April 25 at Pandit Deendayal
Upadhyay Auditorium in the capi-
tal Raipur. Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel will inaugurate the confer-
ence on April 25 at 10 am. This
conference is being organized by
Chhattisgarh State Cooperative
Bank (Apex Bank). About 1500
representatives of cooperative
sector will participate in the coop-
erative conference.

Cooperation Minister Dr
Premsai Singh Tekam, Agriculture
Minister Ravindra Choubey, Forest
and Climate Change Minister
Mohammad Akbar, Parliamentary
Secretary Dwarkadhish Yadav,

MLA Satyanarayan Sharma, MLA
Vikas Upadhyay, Advisor to Chief
Minister Vinod Verma, former MP
and Speaker KRIBHCO New Delhi
Dr Chandrapal Singh Yadav,
President Nexcomb Mumbai, Dr
Koduru Ravinder Rao, President
NAFED and President Delhi State
Co-operative Bank Dr Vijender
Singh, Dr. Sunil Kumar Singh MLC
and President Bihar State Co-
operative Marketing Union Patna
and Mayor Raipur Aijaz Dhebar
will be the special guests at the
National Cooperative Conference
and National Award Distribution
Ceremony.

The conference will be
presided over by Baijnath
Chandrakar, Chairman, Apex
Bank. President of Chhattisgarh

State Co-operative Housing
Association Ashok Agrawal,
President District Cooperative
Central Bank Ambikapur Ramdev
Ram, President District
Cooperative Central Bank Raipur
Pankaj Sharma, President District
Cooperative Central Bank
Rajnandgaon Nawaz Khan,
President District Cooperative
Central Bank Bilaspur Pramod
Nayak , President District Co-
operative Central Bank Durg
Jawahar Verma, President
Chhattisgarh State Cooperative
Federation Jhunmun Gupta,
Special Secretary Cooperative
Himshikhar Gupta and Chief
General Manager NABARD Dr D.
Ravindra will be present as special
guests.

National Cooperative Conference and National

Award Distribution Ceremony today

p Additional Chief
Secretary writes
letter to Railway
Board Chairman on
CM’s instruction to
continue operation
of these trains

Raipur, Apr 24: A two
day technical develop-
ment program was or-
ganized for the DIOs of
NIC Chhattisgarh. The
event took place on 21
and 22 April 2022. Chief
guest Dr KP Singh,
Secretary, Government
of Chhattisgarh started
the program by worship-
ing Goddess Saraswati
and lighting the lamp.

Sanjay Kapoor
(Deputy Director

General and State
Coordinator, NIC New
Delhi), Dr Ashok Kumar
Hota (State Informatics
Officer), TN Singh
Additional SIO (State),
AK Somashekar
Additional SIO (District)
and P Rama Rao
Additional SIO (District)
were present. Monthly
Work Report (MWR) was
also released at the event.

Dr BK Murthy, CEO,
Innovation Cell, IIT

Bhilai initiated the tech-
nical session explaining
the importance of
Artificial Intelligence in
Digital Governance. Dr
Gagan Raj Gupta,
Associate Professor, IIT
Bhilai informed of Data
Analytics for Citizens by
Friendly governance. In
the technical session, Dr
Sumeet Gupta, Professor,
IT & Systems, IIM-
Raipur spoke about the
need for building a

Blockchain strategy for
the Government system.
District Informatics
Officers expressed their
views on the utility of
emerging technology. AK
Somashekar gave a pres-
entation on Telepractice
and conducted a Quiz on
Software Engineering
and Emerging
Technologies.

On 22nd April, views
were expressed on effec-
tive communication by
Dr AK Hota, DDG & SIO,
NIC Chhattisgarh and on
software management
quality by Ms Lalita
Verma. The above 2-day
program concluded with
the activities of Stress
Management (Activity
Based) session by
Directorate of Mental
Health, Chhattisgarh.

Technical development program for
DIOs of NIC Chhattisgarh held

Raipur, Apr 24: Thieves
broke open house of a con-
tractor in Raipur and stole
cash and jewelery worth
lakhs of rupees. The contrac-
tor and his family members
had gone to Gwalior, Madhya
Pradesh to attend the wed-
ding function. Neighbors in-
formed about the incident in
the morning. The police
started to trace the thieves.

The incident took place at
the house of contractor
Ramlakhan Sharma in
Raheja Greens Colony near
Vidhan Sabha area.
Contractor and his family
members had gone to
Gwalior three days back to
attend wedding function. On
Sunday morning, on the in-
formation of neighbors,
Ramlakhan came to know
about the theft. The locks of
rooms and almirahs were
broken. Thieves stole cash

and valuables including gold
and silver jewelery worth Rs
5 lakh.

Four thieves entered the
house and committed the
theft despite all arrange-
ments like CCTV cameras,
security guards in the colony.
A footage has surfaced in
which four thieves are seen
entering and exiting the
house. Based on this, the po-
lice is now looking for them.
Police are also interrogating
the people involved in the
nearby gang. Even after al-
most 10 hours of the inci-
dent, there is no concrete
clue in the hands of the po-
lice. However, the police are

claiming to nab the accused
soon.

Police have recovered the
CCTV in which the thieves
are seen entering the house.
The thieves had sharp
weapons in their hands. It is
believed that some profes-
sional gang has carried out
this incident. The owner of
the house, is now returning
from Gwalior. According to
an estimate, jewelery worth 8
to 10 lakhs and a lot of cash
have been stolen in this inci-
dent. Police say that the
exact value of the stolen
items will be known after re-
turn of the owner of the
house.

Thieves commit
burglery despite
deployment of
security guard and
installation of CCTV



CENTRAL CHRONICLE, RAIPUR, MONDAY, APRIL 25,  2022

Mayank and Deepak in U-19 Boys camp

RRaaiippuurr,,  AApprr  2244::  Mayank
Verma and Deepak Yadav
from Chhattisgarh have
been selected for the Under
19 Boys camp being organ-
ized under the aegis of BCCI
at National Cricket Academy
on the basis of their per-
formances in the recently
held Cooch Behar Trophy
Cricket tournament.

Both of them would be
part of the National Camp to

begin from May 8.
Mayank is Wicket-
keeper Batsman who
scored 537 runs from 7
match with the help of
one century and four
half centuries with the
average of 52.90
whereas Deepak Yadav
secured his place in the

National camp with his all
round performances. He
scored 355 runs at the aver-
age of nearly 40 and also
claimed 29 Wickets in the
Cooch Behar Trophy Cricket
match. 

Members of Chhattisgarh
State Cricket Sangh (CSCS)
have congratulated both the
players and have extended
best wishes to them for the
National camp.

Courtesy meeting of newly appointed
assistant professors with CM

Raipur, Apr 24: A delega-
tion of newly appointed
assistant professors had a
courtesy call on Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
at his residence office here
this evening. The delega-
tion thanked Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
for successfully complet-
ing the recruitment
process of 1384 assistant
professors, giving priority
to better higher education

in the state even during
the global pandemic
Corona period. He said the
Chief Minister that for the
first time after the forma-
tion of the state, such a
large number of assistant
professors have been re-
cruited. With this recruit-
ment, new assistant pro-
fessors will be appointed
in the colleges of the state,
due to which not only the
workforce has increased
but the quality of educa-
tion of the colleges has
also increased. Along with
this, the educated qualified
candidates of the state got
a big chance to join the
government service.
Congratulating all the
newly appointed assistant
professors, Chief Minister
Baghel said that for the

betterment of higher edu-
cation in the state, the deci-
sion of recruitment of as-
sistant professors was
taken by our government
at the very beginning. The
Chief Minister asked the
newly appointed assistant
professors to  work for
building the future of the
students in the colleges
while discharging their du-
ties with full dedication.
On this occasion newly ap-
pointed Assistant
Professor Mr. Agar Das
Baghel, Mr. Kuleshwar
Sahu, Ms. Reshmi
Maheshwar, Mr. Rakesh
Chandel, Mr. Khagesh
Patel, Mr. Shivkumar
Kurre, Mr. Sudeep Sarwan,
Ms. Swati Thakur, Mr.
Manoj Sharma and others
were present.

Dr. Sarkar appreciates innovative schemes
being run in the field of education 

Raipur, Apr 24: Union
Minister of State for
Education Dr. Subhash
Sarkar met Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel at his resi-
dence office here this
evening. During his meet-
ing with Chief Minister Mr.
Baghel, Dr. Sarkar appreci-
ated the various schemes
being implemented in
Chhattisgarh using innova-
tion in the field of health
and education. Higher
Education, Sports and
Youth Welfare Minister
Umesh Patel was also pres-
ent on the occasion.

The Chief Minister,
while discussing with the
Union Minister of State for
Education, Dr. Sarkar, said
that many programs are
being run in Chhattisgarh
to strengthen the education
system of the children. The
facility of elementary edu-
cation has been made avail-
able to the students in the
state within their reach
area. For the convenience
of the students, special em-
phasis is being laid on the
availability of necessary

basic facilities like building
and shelter, toilet, drinking
water, lighting, electricity,
furniture, library and labo-
ratory  facilities for the con-
venience of the students.
He said that keeping in
view the sentiments of the
people of Chhattisgarh and
the global recognition of
English language, we have
decided to start Swami
Atmanand Excellent
English Medium School in
the interest of the children
of the state. Its purpose is
to enable the children of
Chhattisgarh to participate
in world-class competitive
examinations and get suc-
cess. With this objective we

started it with 52 Swami
Atmanand Excellent
English Medium Schools in
the state. At present there
are 171 schools operating.
Due to this, now there is a
wave of happiness among
the poor sections and the
people of rural areas de-
prived of teaching their
children in English medi-
um school. Chief Minister
Baghel said that in these
schools, the best facilities of
national level basic facili-
ties like attractive educa-
tional complex, advanced
lab, modern library, smart
class room, drinking water
and toilets and sports etc.
have been provided. In

these schools, 512 children
orphaned due to corona
epidemic have been given
admission in English medi-
um under Chhattisgarh
Mahtari Dular Yojana. In
view of the increasing de-
mand of parents, the capac-
ity of 40 seater in each class
has been increased to 50
from the current academic
session. Along with this, in
the current year 2022-23, a
provision has been made in
the budget to open 32
Swami Atmanand Utkrisht
Hindi Medium Schools at
par with Swami Atmanand
Excellent English Medium
School.

During discussion with
Chief Minister Mr. Baghel,
the Union Minister of State
for Education, Dr. Sarkar,
launched schemes in the
field of education as well as
health in Chhattisgarh.
Appreciate the plan, Chief
Minister  Baghel informed
that these schemes have
provided good treatment fa-
cilities to the people in the
urban areas as well as in
the remote areas of the
state which is showing
better results. The Chief
Minister Urban Slum
Health Scheme, which
started from October 2,

2019 in 13 municipal cor-
porations of the state, is
now being extended to all
municipalities and nagar
panchayats. Similarly, to
make Bastar division of
the state free from malar-
ia, anemia and malnutri-
tion and to reduce infant
and maternal mortality, 5
phases of Malaria-free
Bastar Abhiyan have been
completed, in which good
success was achieved.
After the success of
Malaria-free Bastar cam-
paign, Malaria-free
Chhattisgarh campaign
has been started to make
the entire state malaria-
free. He informed that
Shree Dhanwantri drug
scheme is being success-
fully implemented in the
state. In which due to the
availability of cheap med-
icines, people have saved
Rs.17 crore during three
months by buying medi-
cines from Shree
Dhanwantri Generic
Medical Store. Advisor to
the Chief Minister, Ruchir
Garg, Chairman of
Chhattisgarh Text Book
Corporation, Shailesh
Nitin Trivedi and others
were present on the occa-
sion.

MLA Kuldeep hands over Rs 5 lakh
Raipur, Apr 24: Kuldeep
Juneja, MLA Raipur(
North) sanctioned Rs 5 lakh
from his MLA fund to Shri
Gujrati Brahma Samaj
Mahila Mandal for the con-
struction of office and
wash room in the commu-
nity building. The delega-
tion comprised of Mahila
mandal president Praveena
Ben Joshi, Parul Ben
Pandya, Hetal Ben Vyas,
Sangeeta Ben Mehta, Jyoti
Ben Dave, Falguni Ben
Joshi, SGBS president Kirti
Vyas, Hitesh Vyas, ASshok
Trivedi, Bhavesh Purohit,
Rakesh Joshi, Jayesh Raval
and others. MLA Junjeja
said, he respects all the
women members of Shri

Gujrati Brahma Samaj
Mahila Mandal and the en-
tire SGBS is his family. In
future if need arises he is

ready to offer even more as-
sistance, Juneja added.
Kirti Vyas and Praveena
Ben Joshi expressed grati-

tude to MLA Juneja for his
assistance to Shri Gujrati
Brahma Samaj Mahila
Mandal.

Civic Action Program by CRPF 212 Corps 

Konta, Apr 24: On April
23, 212 BN Central
Reserve Police Force as
per the guidelines of
Directorate General
CRPF New Delhi, Office of
Inspector General of
CRPF, CG, and under the
guidance of DIG Ops
Range Konta. Rajiv
Kumar Thakur (DIG), in
presence of Jagdish
Prasad Balai,
Commandant 212BN
CRPF, Emanuel Baskey,
Dy. Commandant,
Rajendra Singh, Dy.
Commandant-208 Cobra, a
civic action program was
organized at Palodi Camp
of 212B CRPF. In the camp
daily use/essential mate-
rial like mosquito nets,
printed sarees, suits, chil-
dren’s clothes, woolen
blankets, umbrellas, slip-
pers, sports items, transis-
tors (radios) and books
were distributed to the lo-

cals. Along with this a de-
tailed interactions with
locals was done by
Jagdish Prasad Balai,
Comdt. 212 BN CRPF.

During the session lo-
cals were made aware
about the Naxal menace
and all the losses/bad im-
pact it produced for gener-
ations in this tribal belt.
Local public was made
aware about the govt.
schemes and development

policies specially de-
signed for them. During
the interactions locals
were informed about the
importance of develop-
ment work being done by
govt. like Road construc-
tion, electrification, in-
stallation of water puri-
fiers etc. All the villagers
present greatly appreciat-
ed the work done by the
212 Bn for the welfare of
the people under the com-

mand of Sh. Jagdish
Prasad Balai
Commandant 212 Bn and
also assured to walk step
by step in their efforts
with the force in future
and to keep themselves
away from Naxal activi-
ties. At the end of the pro-
gramme, slogans of CRPF
Sada Ajay, Bharat Mata ki
Jai were raised with full
enthusiasm by the vil-
lagers and jawans.

Crores spent for Drumstick
plantation, nothing in reality

Abhishek Banerjee

Narayanpur, Apr 24:
Narayanpur district has
crossed all levels of cor-
ruption and it is continu-
ously spoiling the sys-
tem.

This time innocent
farmers fell victim of
corrupt system and as-
suring them of drum-
stick cultivation officials
involved in corruption
swindled Rs 1.30 crore.
In the name of drum-
stick plants crores of ru-
pees changed hands and
in 2021-22 under District
Mineral Fund, 11 work
worth Rs 7 crore was
sanctioned in the higher
primary and primary
areas. Out of the total
amount sanctioned, Rs
3.27 crore was ear-
marked for drumstick
seeds purchase along
with nursery develop-
ment and production.
From this amount Rs 30
lakh 90 thousand was
withdrawn and in the
greed of earning hefty
amount below standard

seeds of drumstick were
purchased. Those in-
volved in corruption
quoted the price of these
sub-standard seeds sev-
eral times higher than
their actual price. In the
last seven months these
substandard seeds got
wasted and till date not a
single drumstick plant
came out in the field. In
this way Rs 1.30 crore
got wasted and after
complaint a committee
has been constituted to
study these corrupt
practices.

Difference in the 
price of seeds

The inquiry revealed
price of seeds as Rs 12.40
lakh while the cost was
quoted much higher.

Substandard seeds
and did not spout

As the seeds were of
substandard it did not
sprout and farmers feel
cheated.

The farmers have not
been paid, Farmers of
Dandvan like Jagnath,
Mehattar Ran Gawde
and others said, farmers
have not received pay-
ment of tillage and those
received payment their
cheques got bounced.

The farmers did not

receive Rs 69294 against
cultivation and labour
charges.
Farmers incurred loss

Farmers said, they
grew millet grains (
kodo and kutki) in 100 of
acres for earning their
livelihood but they were
given false assurance of
drumstick cultivation
they kept their field
empty for one to one and
half years and suffered
loss in terms of earning.

Farmers not 
aware of FPO

It is surprising that
under the name of
Farmer Producers
Organization (FPO)
work worth crores were
done but none of the
farmer’s know about it
and they confirmed they
were intimated nothing
about it. The signature
of president and secre-
tary was taken on blank
cheques and money
were withdrawn.
Without the knowledge
of farmer’s they become
members of FPO and
their signatures were
taken.

The corruption
reached its ultimatum
and an outside person
was made CEO.

Farmers who were cheated in the name of plantation. Barren farm land kept reserved for drumstick cultivation.

p Farmers cheated,
officials get richer
by Rs 1.30 crore

What officials say
“The probe committee is
probing corruption charges
and the entire amount had
been withdrawn through
FPO. If irregularities were
found action will taken as
per rule.”

G h a n s h y a m
Jangde

CEO Janpad
Narayapur and mem-
ber probe committee

“No drumstick saplings
were found on the spot and
only at some places land
had been tilted but no pay-
ment was given to workers,
entire withdrawn amount
has been misused and
probe is in progress.”

Mohan Sahu
ADHD Horticulture

“The non-availability of
water drip and sufficient
infrastructure did not make
it possible to take up drum-
stick plantation. All the
seeds got wasted and no
payments were made to the
workers.”

Bharat Kataria
Former CEO, FPO

̈ In Palodi Camp

p To SGBS

p Union Minister of
State for Education
met CM 

Expressed grati-
tude for successful
completion of assis-
tant professor
recruitment even
during the Corona
period

BBiillaassppuurr,,  AApprr  2244:: The 22nd
March, 2022 had been a histor-
ical day for the Lady faculties
of the Guru Ghasidas
Vishwavidyalaya. For the first
time, an interaction meet of all
the lady faculties with Prof.
Neelambari Dave was organ-
ised, at the conference hall
no.1 of Rajat Jayanti
Auditorium. The platform as a
circle of women leaders, keep-
ing Madam Dave at the top-
endpoint, was to center the
strength and support for better
professional and personal
growth.

Prof. Manisha Dubey wel-

comed Madam Dave followed
by an introduction of various
credits and achievements of
Madam Dave by Prof. P.J.
Mishra. A large number of
women faculty members, from
various departments of the
university, were present in the
programme. The programme
began with a dance perform-
ance on Devi Stuti, Ayi Giri
Nandini, presented by Aditi,
research scholar, Economics.

Afterwards, Madam Dave
shared her inspirational views
on how women leaders should
develop themselves. She
stressed the fact there are very

few women who can achieve
the teaching positions in
Higher Education, hence the
women teachers must be the
torch bearers. The responsibili-
ties on their shoulders become
even greater as the university
attracts mostly the first gener-
ation learners to higher educa-
tion. She stressed on treating
each and every students
respectfully and equally and
motivated the gathering to
become a role model like
Ahilya Bai Holkar or the
Mother India, by having
courage not to compromise
with anything wrong. She

emphasised that women can
create an environment of hap-
piness, vitality and harmony in
the workplace as well as in the
home. In her opinion, being
mother is a strength of the
women which develops her in
many other dimensions.
Sharing responsibilities among
the colleagues to care of each
other’s children may be helpful
for the development of the
children as well as the parents.
Shared responsibilities of par-
enting and presence of grand-
parents are also beneficial for
the growth of children of work-
ing parents.

Benefitted farmers’ under 
PM Yojana honoured

Vishrampuri, Apr 24: Under
Baderajpur BJP Division a pro-
gramme was organized at
Community Durga Platform of
Vishrampuri headquarter in
which colours were applied to
the photograph of Bharat
Mata which marked the start
of programme. In this pro-
gramme beneficiaries of PM
Awas Yojana, Kissan Samman

Nidhi, Ujjawala Yojana and
other central schemes like
Navlu, Vinod and others were
honoured with shaal and
shreefal by BJP Kissan
Morcha office bearers and
members. Former MLA Sewak
Ram addressing the gathering
made all present about the cen-
trally sponsored scheme and
their benefits.

Prof. Neelambari Dave interacts
with women teachers at CU



Central Chronicle News

SSuurraajjppuurr,,  AApprr  2244::  A minor girl
committed suicide in Manpur
locality here on Friday. On this
the family members of the
minor girl have charged three
persons including a police
jawan of outraging her modesty
and demanded action against
them. On getting information
about this incident, the police
reached the site and started the
investigation. It is notable here
that body of a minor girl was
found hanging in the Manpur lo-
cality of city last on Friday. 

The Police took down the
body from the ceiling and sent
it for post-mortem.  The family
members charged that three
persons including one police
jawan used to trouble her and
had molested her as well. A
complaint in this regard was
filed in Kotwali thana three days
back, but no action was taken
by Kotwali Police and finally
coming into depression their
girl committed suicide.  The po-
lice has filed a case and taken

the matter under investigation.

CENTRAL CHRONICLE,  RAIPUR,  MONDAY,  APRIL  25,  2022

Central Chronicle News

Kondagaon, Apr 24: On
occasion of the World
Earth Day, awareness
program was organized
in primary school
Dhakad Para to make
children sensitive to-
wards the earth and envi-
ronment. Here children
took a pledge to protect
the earth by engraving
their imaginations on the
canvas through pictures.

Madhu Tiwari, the
principal reader of pri-
mary school Dhakad
Para, informed the chil-
dren about the planet
Earth and said that it is
one of the eight planets of
the solar system and it is

the only planet in which
humans, animals, birds,
trees, plants, etc. all live.

But today due to global
warming and indiscrimi-
nate cutting of trees, mis-
use of underground
water, these resources are
getting depleted and the
earth is becoming pollut-
ed and facing threat for
most of its natural re-

sources.
As a result of non-sus-

tainable use of resources,
natural disasters are tak-
ing place in some or the
other part of the planet
daily and due to which
the species of animals of
the earth are also becom-
ing extinct, Trees and
plants, which absorb car-
bon dioxide and give oxy-

gen, are being destroyed
due to the cutting of
forests.

To save the earth from
pollution, we have to re-
duce our needs, for which
the use of plastic will
have to be reduced, in-
stead of it, bags made of
jute or cloth should be
used, even by reducing
the use of paper, we can
save trees from being cut.

It is our responsibility
to protect the earth and
save it from being de-
stroyed, so every year
Earth Day is celebrated
every year in about 190
countries of the world to
remind one about his or
her responsibilities. On
this occasion the teach-
ers of the institution
Dinesh Devangan and
Tara Adhikari were
present.

Biopic planned on five time 
tribal MLA  Gummadi Narasaiah

Central Chronicle News

Konta, Apr 24: One of the
new young producers in
the Telugu industry
planned to make a biopic
of a tribal leader, who be-
longs to the erstwhile
Khammam district of
Telangana state.

The life of the tribal
leader and five time MLA,
Gummadi Narasaiah ( well
known as Narasanna), liv-
ing a common life and
fighting for the people's is-
sues  and laws will always
be featured in the new
biopic. Naraiah is a senior
leader of Communist
Party of India (Marxist-
Leninist) CPI(ML)  New
Democracy. He lives in a
Tekulagudem village ( a
tribal hamlet) six kilome-
ters away from the head-
quarter of Yellandhu
Mandal under the
Bhadradri-Kothagudem
district in Telangna State.

He was elected as  MLA
in the years of 1983,85,89,
99 and 2004. He was de-
feated in the years of 1994,
2009, 2014 and 2018.
Responding to the biopic
on his life, Narasaiah said,

making a movie of his life
history is  a big surprise to
him. He said, " I am not
doing any achievements
and not making any
records". Fighting always
on people issues and satis-
fied  with every moment
with  people. Lived as a
good worker of party and
strived for the develop-
ment party is the main
goal of him" "Sacrificing
my life's every movement
for people is very happy"
he said. When the director
approached him for the
biopic, he said to them
firstly to take the permis-
sion of the party then pro-
ceed to make the movie.
The 65 years old  MLA
Gummadi said he  had
only  two  acres of land
and six acres of podu land
only. He depended only on
cultivation of the land.
The MLA pension was
given to party  activities
he informed.

Used a bicycle  to visit
tribal villages and inter-
acted with the people
every minute. These are
the happiest moments of
his daily life, he said. The
fifth class passed, the for-

mer MLA said, his politi-
cal entry was started in
the year 1973-74. Firstly he
was elected as Sarpanch
Usirikayalpalli village  in
the year 1981. He was elect-
ed first time MLA in the
year 1983 with a good ma-
jority from the Yellandhu
constituency. After that
the people was elected as
MLA five times from the
Yellandhu. He said he has
a wife and  two sons and

two daughters. One
younger son died in an ac-
cident.

The Young Director
Parameshwar Hivrale in-
formed  it is the complete
movie of the life history of
Gummadi Narasaiah. The
picture logo was launched
recently by the great direc-
tor Sukumar, he informed.
The movie shooting will
start in the month of
August, he informed. The

movie will make a good
record, he hoped. After red
number of books of the
political leaders " We cho-
sen  the life history of
Gummadi Narasaiah is
making to movie "  he said.

He said, the people man
who elected five timed as
MLA from  Yellandhu is a
very great. He said, the
life history of Gummadi
Narasaiah is a big lesson
to the all the politicians
and coming generation
people. Nowadays politi-
cians come to politics for
easy earning money and
enjoying life with power.
But Gummadi who is liv-
ing very ordinary life and
sacrificed his life for
People he said. The movie
makes keen differences be-
tween political leaders
who strived for people and
their lives and who strived
for power in their lives.
After the death of great
leaders and legendary ac-
tors life histories marking
movies are not correct, the
movies are to be made
when they are living' he
opined adding the movie
will impress everyone
surely.

Four Maoists including
Maoist couple surrender

Central Chronicle News

Konta, Apr 24: Tired of
the hollow ideology of
Naxalites and influenced
by the "Poona Narkom
Abhiyan" (New Morning-
New Beginning) being run
in the district apart from
the rehabilitation policy of
the government, today 04
Maoists including a
Naxalite couple have sur-
rendered. In which the
Chhattisgarh government
had declared a reward on 3
Naxalites.

Giving information,
Sukma SP Sunil Sharma
said that all the Naxalites
are being encouraged to
surrender under the
"Poona Narkom Abhiyan"

(New Morning-New
Beginning) against the
Naxalites continuously in
the district. Affected by
this, four Naxalites, in-
cluding three prizes of
Bhejji area of Konta block,
have surrendered.
Dedicated Naxalites in-
clude Muchaki Somda
alias Dirdo Somda North
Bastar Division Press
Committee Commander
(Rs 3 lakh reward), Madvi
Muda Platoon No. 17
Section A Member (Rs 2
lakh reward), Podium
Ramesh Platoon No. 04
Member (Rs 2 lakh prize)
and Muchaki  Somdi was
involved in the Naxalite or-
ganization as North Bastar
Division. The Naxalite

couple Muchaki Somda
and Muchaki Somdi used
to make Naxalite pam-
phlets, posters and ban-
ners for the Naxalite or-
ganization in North Bastar
Division, apart from this
they were also actively en-
gaged in promoting the or-
ganization.

Under this, Podium
Ramesh and Madvi Muda
were currently active in
the Konta Area Committee.
All the four Naxalites were
given an incentive of Rs.10
thousand by Sukma Police.
Apart from this, Sukma
Police has also said that
soon all the Naxalites
should get the benefit of
the rehabilitation policy of
the government.

p On occasion of 
World Earth Day

Children took a pledge to conserve nature 

Central Chronicle News

Bhubaneswar, Apr 24:
The Executive committee
meeting of Indian Railways
Promotee Officers'
Federation (IRPOF) and
East Coast Railway
Promotee Officers
Association (ECORPA) was
held at Bhubaneswar.
Various cadre-related issues
of promotee officers of the
Indian Railways were dis-
cussed in the meeting. The
delegates stressed the need
for conducting the
Departmental Promotion
Committee for Group A in-
duction on time by the
Ministry of Railways,
which is pending since long.

The members called
upon the Railway Board to

take cognizance of various
difficulties faced by promo-
tee officers regarding pro-
motional avenues and serv-
ice benefits as compared to
the 'direct recruitment offi-
cers' of the Indian
Railways, despite both sets
of officers sharing equal re-
sponsibilities. Delegates
pointed out that such bi-
ased views of policymakers

are adversely affecting the
working and growth of the
Indian Railways.

H.C.Jadav,Secretary
General and Amit
Jain,President of Indian
Railway Promotee Officers
Federation (IRPOF) inaugu-
rated the two days long
Executive Body Meeting  at
Hotel Nilaya Residency,
Patia, Bhubaneswar yester-

day Morning. The Meeting
was concluded today with a
decision to place 07 points
demand to Railway Board
on Promotional Channel of
Promotee Officers.The
Meeting was attended by
Jitendra Singh,Advisor,
R.P.Tiwari,Advisor and
O.P.Griuwal,Secretary
Finance of IRPOF as
Guests of Honours. Madan
Mohan Patnaik,Advisor of
ECoRPOA presided over
the meeting while Saroj
Kumar Sahu,General
S e c r e t a r y ,
R.R.Mishra,President and
A.K.Singhdeo,Working
President were participated
in the discussion. Aditya
Kumar Taldi,Secretary
Finance coordinated the
meeting.

IRPOF and ECORPA executive 
committees discuss on host of issues

Bhavsingh informs Markam
about membership campaign

Central Chronicle News

Fingeshwar, Apr 24:
DCC District President
Bhavsingh Sahu paid
courtesy call on PCC Chief
Mohan Markam at Rajiv
Bhavan here on Friday.
Giving information about
Congress membership
campaign in detailed in
the district, he informed
PCC Chief that he has
done lot of hard work in
making villagers from all
five block headquarters of
the District join Congress
fold and he is regularly in
contact with the party
workers as well and taking
their suggestions he has

maintained their morale.
Sahu also informed
Markam about progress in
the construction of
Congress district office in
the name of Rajiv Bhavan
in Gariyaband and took
his guidance for further
work. Sahu informed
Markam that the party
workers are very much en-
thusiastic on meeting CM
Bhupesh Baghel during
his recent visit to
Bodharabandha in Churra
block. During this meeting
along with Bhavsingh,
Sarpanch's rep Nehru
Sahu, Loknath Sahu,
Sarpanch Ramendra Sahu
also met Markam.

Rohit Verma

Kharora, Apr 24:
Renuka Diwan of Bangoli
has completed her gradua-
tion in Journalism and is
now in the final year of
MSCER from Kushabhau

Thakre University of
Journalism and Mass
Communication (KTU-
JMC) Raipur. Renuka in-
formed that she wants to
prepare for UPSC exam,
but is unable to afford
costly studies from coach-
ing centre, as her family is
not so economically
sound.

So for financial help,
she submitted an applica-
tion to the Collector
Raipur and it was for-
warded to Kharora Tehsil

office for verification.
Here the Tehsildar called
Renuka for verification
and he could not believe
that such a talented girl is
there in the region and is
being deprived of further
studies and coaching due
to financial problems. He
immediately held talks
with a private coaching
centre and got her admit-
ted there.

Tehsildar KK Sahu in-
formed that just by teach-
ing a girl, entire family be-

come educated and it is
only when a girl will study
that the nation will move
forward. He termed this is
a small initiative from his
side.
Renuka work part-time

along with studies:
Renuka informed that

she is studying in KTU-
JMC and she has been is-
sued notice as she has not
been able to pay her fees
on time. On the other
hand she has to join a
coaching to prepare for
UPSC and for which again
she is not having any cash.

So an application was
made to the Collector
Raipur and in turn
Tehsildar Kharora office
made her join one coach-
ing centre, where she will
not have to pay any fees.

Renuka informed that
she is also doing live pro-
gramme in AIR along
with her studies and
which is held once a week
and for which she gets 
Rs 600.

p To a talented girl
with not so sound
economic condition

p And having 
aspirations for UPSC

Tehsildar provides assistance for coaching Minor girl commits suicide
Family members raises finger against three persons 

Shrimad Bhagwat Katha till Apr 27
Central Chronicle News

Kharora, Apr 24: A
seven-day Shrimad
Bhagwat Kathan Gyan
Yagna is being organised
by city's Chouhan and
Gawalvanshi family in
Gram Kesala from April
21. The Pandit to deliver
Bhagwat Katha is Pt.
Jayesh Bhai Barodh of
Ahmedabad (Gujarat).

This Bhagwat Katha
started with birth story of
Sukhdevji and importance
of Bhagwat and in this

Lord Shri Shiva recited
'Amar Katha' to Mata

Parvati and it was heard
by Sukhdevji Maharaj and

enlightened it to entire
world right since birth.

Further Pt. Barodh in-
formed the need to follow
'Brahmacharya Vrath' and
about the four 'ashrams' of
life. The Bhagwat Katha
started with massive
Kalash Yatra.

This Katha will be held
till April 27 and timings
daily are from 9:00 am to
12:00 noon and from 3:00
pm to 6:00 pm. On the first
day the women and chil-
dren from the family par-
ticipated in the 'Kalash
Yatra' and performed
other rituals.

By Chouhan and Gawalvanshi family in Gram Kesala



MPPSC EXAM

Aspirants wait outside an examination centre as they appear in Madhya Pradesh Public Service Commission
(MPPSC) Mains Exam-2022, in Bhopal, Sunday.

Meghalaya to bet big on
Casinos for tourists

Shillong, Apr 24 (PTI):

The picturesque north-
eastern state of
Meghalaya has drawn up
big plans to bring in casi-
nos and on-line gambling
and gaming for tourists to
rake in much needed rev-
enues, top officials said.

Taxation Minister
James PK Sangma said
the state government has
come up with the Gaming
Act following which the
Gaming Rules 2021 will fa-
cilitate issuing of licenses
to operators to conduct
games of skill and chance
both in online and offline
version.

As we have seen in
many states, this venture
has positive impacts not
just in terms of GST rev-
enues but also in terms of
generating a lot of employ-
ment opportunities from

the vibrant tourism indus-
try, Sangma told PTI.

The move to get into
gaming in a big way comes
some forty years after
archery-based betting was
first legalized in
Meghalaya, raking in big
revenue to the state’s ex-
chequer The Khasi Hills
Archery Sport Association
conducts the well-known
‘Shillong Teer’, an
archery-based lottery. A
group of 12 archery clubs

are part of the association
where every day, 50
archers shoot 30 arrows
each at 3:45 pm and 20 ar-
rows in the second round
at 4:45 pm.

Bettors predict the last
two digits of the total
number of arrows that hit
the target and they can
place their bets in 1500 le-
galised teer counters
across the state.

An official of the taxa-
tion department said legal
betting through Shillong
Teer’ generated Rs 1.1
crore revenue during 2014-
15 and nearly 2 crore in
2018-19. However, this time
round the state will allow
only tourists and visitors
to participate in these
gaming and betting coun-
ters after providing valid
proofs of being travellers
from other states or coun-
tries.
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Gangsters
i Ferozepur: The po-

lice nabbed five
gangsters, accused
in several incidents
of loot and firing,
from a mall in
Ludhiana district,
officials said. The
members of the
Shishu gang were
allegedly involved
in a firing incident
in Ferozepur.
Thereafter, they fled
to Ludhiana, police
said. Following a
search, the accused
were traced at the
mall where they ear-
lier watched a
movie, officials said.
Police officials
checked the CCTV
footage at the mall
to confirm their
presence. Thus, a
trap was laid.

Nabbed
i Jalpaiguri:

Thirteen people, al-
leged to be illegal
Rohingya immi-
grants, were appre-
hended at the New
Jalpaiguri railway
station in north
Bengal, police said.
Among them were
six children and two
women, a senior po-
lice officer said.
They had arrived at
the New Jalpaiguri
station in two
groups from New
Delhi and Jammu to
catch a train to
Assam when the
Government
Railway Police
(GRP) spotted them,
he said. A case filed
under The
Foreigners Act, he
added.

Recovered
i Shimla: A defused

tiffin bomb dumped
in a well in Himachal
Pradesh’s Una dis-
trict has been recov-
ered, police said. The
bomb was recovered
from a well in Singha
village under Haroli
subdivision in a joint
operation of the
Himachal and
Punjab police teams,
he said. The bomb
was traced on the
revelation by an ac-
cused involved in
some blasts in
Punjab’s
Nawanshahr district
in December, official
added. The accused
had told that he had
given a defused
bomb.

Found
i Chandigarh: A bag

containing a detona-
tor and some burnt
wire was found near
the boundary wall of
the high-security
Burail jail here, police
said. A bomb disposal
squad of the Indian
Army has been called
to the site, they said.
“We found some mate-
rial which was prima
facie a detonator and
some codex wire,”
Chandigarh Senior
Superintendent of
Police Kuldeep
Chahal said. When
asked whether RDX
could be in it, the SSP
said the possibility
could not be ruled out.

Held
i Hyderabad: The

man, who allegedly at-
tacked a woman stu-
dent in Hanamkonda
district for spurning
his love and ignoring
him, has been arrest-
ed. A knife and a
motor cycle used by
the accused have been
seized. The man al-
legedly attacked the
woman, a student of
MCA, at her residence
at Hanamkonda near
Warangal for rejecting
his proposal. The
woman had been stay-
ing in Hyderabad, try-
ing to secure a job in a
software firm.

Patna, Apr 24 (PTI):

Former Lok Janshakti
Party president Chirag
Paswan on Sunday assert-
ed that Bihar Chief
Minister Nitish Kumar’s
presence at RJD leader
Tejashwi Yadav’s Iftar
feast was a proverbial
straw in the wind, which
could have wide political
ramifications.

Paswan, who now heads
a faction of the party
headed by his late father
Ram Vilas Paswan, also in-
sisted that Kumar moving
to a house other than his
official bungalow, for reno-
vation purposes, was not
as simple as it seems .

We all get our houses
renovated. But when did
we last see somebody mov-
ing out with all belong-

ings, including cattle?
questioned Paswan, when
asked about Kumar hav-
ing shifted to 7, Circular
Road, adjacent to the CM’s
official residence at 1,
Anne Marg.

Paswan, who has for
some time been in news
for his vitriolic attacks on
Kumar, which has led to
his virtual ostracism from
the NDA, came in lime-
light when on Friday he
greeted the chief minister
by touching his feet at the

Iftar hosted by Yadav, the
leader of the opposition.

Recalling the event, he
underscored the signifi-
cance of Kumar walking
down and not travelling by
a vehicle to reach the
house of Yadav, who inci-
dentally stays at a stone’s
throw.

I can vouch for the sig-
nificance of a big leader
walking down to the house
of another political figure.
I recall Sonia Gandhi once
having walked down to the
house of my father and it
was followed by the latter
becoming a part of the
Congress-led UPA, he said.

Paswan senior, signifi-
cantly, had remained with
the UPA until siding with
the NDA ahead of the 2014
Lok Sabha polls, surpris-
ing many with the move
since he had resigned from
the Atal Bihari Vajpayee
cabinet over the 2002
Gujarat riots.

Chirag Pawan predicts another
volte face by Bihar CM

Chirag Paswan

New Delhi, Apr 24 (PTI):

The recent bulldozer-en-
abled demolitions reflect a
“complete breakdown of law
and order” and it is fair to as-
sume that this “novel”
method of removing en-
croachments is aimed at the
Muslim community and the
poor, senior Congress leader
and former home minister P
Chidambaram said on
Sunday.

In an interview with PTI,
Chidambaram came down
hard on the Jahangirpuri
demolitions and those in
Madhya Pradesh’s Khargone
earlier, saying the BJP lead-
ers’ justification of the bull-
dozer-enabled demolitions
“flies in the face of the law”

On criticism from certain
quarters that the Congress
delegation was late by a day
in visiting the Jahangirpuri
demolition site with
Opposition leaders such as
Brinda Karat and Asaduddin
Owaisi reaching there first,
the former Union minister
said, “I am not aware of who
visited when. I know that a
Congress delegation visited
the area shortly after the
demolitions were carried
out. If there was an unex-
plained delay, I regret it.”

“Why do you bring religion
into the issue when my con-
cern is the gross and blatant
violation of the established
legal procedure,” he said
while responding to a ques-
tion on whether the alleged
delay was due to the
Congress fear of the BJP’s
Muslim appeasement
charge.

Asked if the Congress
should push for secularism
more aggressively in the face
of the soft Hindutva charge
against the party,
Chidambaram said secular-
ism is part of the basic struc-
ture of the Constitution and
it is a basic foundational
value of the Congress.

“It is not enough to remain
secular. Everyone must
speak the language of secu-
larism and raise a protest
when secularism is violated.
I cannot accept any depar-
ture from secularism,”
Chidambaram said. There is

nothing to be gained by
straying from the straight
path, he added. On “bulldoz-
er politics” becoming the
buzzword in the political lex-
icon in light of the events in
Delhi’s Jahangirpuri and
Madhya Pradesh’s
Khargone, Chidambaram
said the BJP leaders’ justifi-
cation of bulldozer-enabled
demolitions “flies in the face
of the law”.

In every municipality or
panchayat law, there are pro-
visions for gathering infor-
mation on
encroachments/illegal con-
structions, issuing notice to
the person concerned to re-
move the encroachment, giv-
ing an opportunity to submit
objections, passing a rea-
soned order, a provision for
an appeal and, if the appeal
is dismissed, issuing anoth-
er notice before the demoli-
tion squad is deployed, he
said.

‘Complete breakdown of law and order’

P Chidambaram

Palakkad, Apr 24 (PTI):

Two more persons were
arrested in connection
with the killing of an RSS
leader recently in
Palakkad district, bring-
ing the total number of ar-
rests in the case to 9 till
date, police said on
Sunday.

ADGP (Law and Order)
Vijay Sakhare told PTI
that of the two arrested,
one was directly involved
in carrying out the attack
on RSS leader S K
Srinivasan (45) on April
16. He said that police have
identified all the persons
involved, including the
conspirators, collabora-
tors and harbourers, in the
killing of Srinivasan and
more arrests will follow
soon. Sakhare further said

around 14-15 people were
part of the conspiracy and
in furtherance of the same
they had initially made at-
tempts to kill two other
RSS leaders and on failing
to find their intended tar-
gets, who had gone into
hiding, they targeted
Srinivasan.

Since Srinivasan was
not actively involved in
party work or politics for
some time, he probably did
not apprehend any threat
to his life and had there-
fore not gone into hiding
like the other two RSS
leaders, the senior officer
said. He, however, did not
disclose the names of the
two RSS leaders who had
escaped attacks on their
lives. Most of the arrested
accused in the Srinivasan
case are workers of the

Popular Front of India
(PFI) and its political off-
shoot - Social Democratic
Party of India (SDPI), po-
lice said.

The RSS leader was
killed in retaliation to the
murder of PFI leader
Subair (43) on April 15.

Three RSS workers have
been arrested in connec-
tion with the killing of
Subair.

All three were of RSS
leader Sanjith who was
killed in the district in
November last.

Police had said it be-
lieved the murder of the
PFI leader was to avenge
the death of Sanjith and
the killing was planned by
his close friend Ramesh,
who is one of the three ac-
cused arrested by the
agency.

Two more held in Kerala RSS

leader murder case

p Days after he
touched Nitish’s feet

Congress leaders join BJP, AAP ahead of Guj Assembly polls
Ahmedabad, Apr 24 (PTI):

Former Congress MLA
Manilal Vaghela, who was de-
nied ticket by the party in the
2017 Gujarat Assembly elec-
tions, joined the BJP on
Sunday along with several of
his supporters, ahead of the
state polls due in December
this year. Meanwhile, Gujarat
Congress leader Kailash
Gadhvi on Sunday joined the
Aam Aadmi Party here and
said he will continue to fight
the “arrogant” BJP govern-
ment in the state.

Gujarat BJP president CR
Paatil welcomed Vaghela
with a party scarf at the
‘Vijay Vishwas Sammelan’ in
Vadgam town of
Banaskantha district.

Vaghela had won the 2012
state election on Congress’s
ticket from Vadgam seat, but
was denied ticket in the 2017

Assembly election after the
party decided to support inde-
pendent candidate and Dalit
leader Jignesh Mevani, who
won by defeating his BJP
rival.

Vaghela, who was associat-
ed with Congress for a long
time, had resigned from the
party in November last year,
citing displeasure over the
party sidelining him for

Mevani. He had expressed ob-
jection to Mevani’s “provoc-
tive speeches” and Dalit iden-
tity politics. Notably, Mevani
was arrested a few days back
by the Assam police from
Palanpur town in
Banaskantha over a tweet. He
is currently in the Assam po-
lice’s custody after his bail
plea was rejected by a court
in the north- eastern state.

Gadhvi, a former Congress
spokesperson, formally
switched sides along with 300
Congress functionaries a day
after meeting AAP convener
and Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal.

Gadhvi said the BJ[P gov-
ernment in Gujarat had
failed to provide health and
education facilities as well as
safety and jobs to people,
adding that the ruling dispen-
sation had made the state a
“laboratory of politics” dur-
ing its 27-year rule.

AAP MLA in Delhi and the
party’s Gujarat in charge
Gulab Singh Rajput said it
was an encouraging sign that
leaders from the BJP and the
Congress were joining his
party here and said more big
names were headed the
AAP’s way in the state where
polls are scheduled for later
this year.

J-K admin inks agreement for
development of ropeway networks
Jammu, Apr 24 (PTI):

The Jammu and
Kashmir administra-
tion inked a
Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU)
with the National
Highways Logistics
Management Limited
(NHLML) for the devel-
opment of ropeway net-
works, as an alternate
solution of mobility, to
improve connectivity to
remote habitations on
higher reaches.

The MoU was signed
between Regional
Officer, National
Highway Authority of
India, J-K, Rohin Gupta
and Development
Commissioner (Works),
Public Works
Department (Roads and

Buildings) J-K,
Manzoor Hussain, at
Raj Bhavan here, in the
presence of Lt
Governor Manoj Sinha,
an official spokesman
said.

Terming this much-
awaited project as a po-
tential solution to the
existing mobility prob-
lem besides promoting
tourism, Sinha said in
the long run, this sus-
tainable and environ-
ment-friendly transport
system will play a sig-
nificant role in decon-
gesting the urban
spaces.

He expressed grati-
tude to the central gov-
ernment and said as fu-
ture mobility medium,
the proposed ropeway
project will bring eco-

nomic prosperity to in-
accessible hilly areas.

It is a significant step
in the direction of devel-
oping a comprehensive
ropeway network to
benefit all sections of
the population living in
remote and difficult geo-
graphical conditions of
Jammu and Kashmir,
Sinha said.

Terming connectivity
as top priority to in-
crease production, trade
and to improve the qual-
ity of life of people, the
Lt Governor reiterated
the unwavering com-
mitment of the UT ad-
ministration towards
the rapid socio-econom-
ic development of the
people living in remote
areas of Jammu and
Kashmir.

Exclusive township for dairy farmers to come up in Kota
Kota, Apr 24 (PTI):

An exclusive township
for dairy farmers is set to
come up in this city of
Rajasthan with 738 hous-
es, fodder stores and a sin-
gle cattle shade capable to
accommodate at least 28
cattle.

The one-of-its-kind
township being built
under the Rs 300 crore-
worth Devnarayan
Integrated Housing
Scheme (DIHS) by Kota
Urban Infrastructure
Trust (UIT) will be com-
pleted by April 30, officials
said on Sunday.

Preparations are under-
way to shift the animal
rearers into the 738 houses
attached with a cattle yard
and fodder store in the
first week of May, they
said.

According to UIT offi-
cials, the township is
spread over 105.09
hectares of land in
Dharmpura and Bandha

village amid natural
greenery, away from the
urban hurly-burly, around
7 kilometers from south-
ern bypass.

“At least 738 houses of
35X90 feet, each with two
rooms, kitchen, bathroom,
verandah, fodder store
and cattle shade capable to
accommodate at least 28
cattle, have been con-
structed in the hi-tech
township.

“Besides, a commercial
activity zone for dairy

units, straw (Bhusa) and
‘Khal Churi’ (fodder) has
also been developed in the
township. School, primary
health centre, veterinary
hospital, community hall,
society office, police check
post, GSS, water tanks,
sewer line, park, drains,
STP, cattle fair ground,
milk mandi and theatre
have also been designed in
the township,” they said.

Apart from it, a biogas
plant for the disposal of
cow dung from around

15,000 cattle is also being
set up here. The plant will
provide additional source
of income to ‘Pashu
Paalak’ (animal rearers)
as they would be able to
sell the cow dung to the
plant, they said.

Rajasthan Urban
Development & Housing
Minister Shanti Dhariwal
noted that the upcoming
township will improve the
lifestyle of diary farmers
and provide city residents
a sustainable relief from
stray cattle menace that
had posed a threat to them
despite the city being in
the list of ‘Smart City’.

Commenting on the
project, Kota collector
Harimohan Meena, who is
also the UIT chairman,
said it is a one-of-its kind
initiative and special
camps will be organised
for allotment of drinking
water and domestic elec-
tricity connection to the
dairy farmers from April
25 April 30.

p Chidambaram on
bulldozer-enabled
demolitions

Manilal Vaghela and Kailash Gadhvi

A cowshed at DIHS, Kota in Rajasthan.
James PK Sangma
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VICTIMS OF COLLAPSE

Activists and relatives of victims of Rana Plaza building collapse, protest to mark the
ninth anniversary of the disaster in Savar, Bangladesh on Sunday.

BRIEF

Supply
Algiers: Algerian
President
Abdelmadjid
Tebboune said his
country will not
abandon its commit-
ment to supply Spain
with gas despite a
diplomatic row with
the European coun-
try over Western
Sahara. “We assure
the Spanish friends,
the Spanish people
that Algeria will
never abandon its
commitment to sup-
ply Spain with gas
under any circum-
stances,” Tebboune
said. Algeria said in
March it was recall-
ing its ambassador to
Madrid for consulta-
tions.

Damaged
Cairo: Clashes be-
tween government-
allied militias in
western Libya
caused damage to a
sprawling oil facility,
the state-run oil com-
pany said, the latest
blow to the energy
sector in the chaos-
stricken
Mediterranean na-
tion. The fighting
erupted in the
coastal town of
Zawiya between two
rival militias allied
with government of
Prime Minister
Abdul Hamid
Dbeibah, which is
based in capital of
Tripoli. National Oil
Corp said the fight-
ing damaged at least
29 sites.

Split
Chicago: An Air
Force major general
in Ohio, US has
been convicted by a
military judge of
one of three specifi-
cations of abusive
sexual contact in
the first-ever mili-
tary trial of an Air
Force general. The
charge faced by Maj
Gen William Cooley
during the week-
long court martial
at Wright-Patterson
Air Force Base in
Ohio had three spec-
ifications, alleging
forcible harrass-
ment in 2018. Cooley
was convicted of
the forcible specifi-
cation but acquitted
the other two.

Appoints 
Rome: Pope Francis
made key appoint-
ments in his newly re-
formed Vatican bu-
reaucracy, naming
new deputies for the
doctrine office and
confirming the high-
est-ranked woman in
the Holy See as the No
2 in the development
office. The appoint-
ments are some of
first since Francis last
month issued his long
awaited overhaul of
Vatican Curia or bureau-
cracy, which acts as cen-
tral government for 1.3
billion strong Catholic
Church. Irish
Monsignor John
Kennedy was promoted.

Protest
Berlin: Thousands of
people protested
against plans to bull-
doze a village in west-
ern Germany to ex-
pand a coal mine that
environmental ac-
tivists say should be
shut down, not en-
larged. The demon-
stration in
Luetzerath, about 40
kilometers (25 miles)
west of Cologne,
passed by peacefully.
It came weeks after
the village’s last
farmer sold his prop-
erty to the utility com-
pany RWE after losing
a court case against
his eviction. The vil-
lage is still inhabited
by activists.

Shanghai, Apr 24 (AFP):

Shanghai reported 39
COVID-19 deaths Sunday, its
highest daily toll despite
weeks of lockdowns, while
China’s capital Beijing
warned of a “grim” situa-
tion with rising infections.

The world’s second-
largest economy has been
struggling to stamp out its
worst outbreak in two years
with a playbook of harsh
lockdowns and mass testing
as it sticks to a strict zero-
Covid policy, taking a heavy
toll on businesses and pub-
lic morale.

The cosmopolitan busi-
ness hub of Shanghai has
been almost entirely locked
down since the start of the
month, snarling supply
chains, with many residents
confined to their homes for
even longer as it became the
epicentre of the outbreak.

China’s biggest city only
announced its first fatalities
from the outbreak on April
18, despite reporting thou-
sands of cases each day in
recent weeks.

It reported 39 more
deaths on Sunday, National
Health Commission data
showed, bringing its total
toll to 87, while the country
logged nearly 22,000 new

local virus cases.
Shanghai’s previous

highest daily toll since lock-
down was 12, reported a day
earlier.

The city of 25 million has
struggled to provide fresh
food to those confined at
home, while patients have
reported trouble accessing
regular medical care as
thousands of health staff
were deployed for Covid
testing and treatment.
Health officials have
warned of the particular
risks of COVID-19 to the
country’s older and largely
unvaccinated population,
saying the average age
among fatalities in
Shanghai’s outbreak was 81.

Five of those who died had
been vaccinated, though au-
thorities have said the
deaths involved people who
had severe underlying dis-
eases and who were in criti-
cal condition.

Doubts have been raised
over the efficacy of China’s
homegrown vaccines, and
Beijing has not imported
any foreign-made jabs.
Censors have battled to
scrub an online backlash
against the prolonged lock-
down in Shanghai, includ-
ing the rapid censorship of
a viral video by residents
outlining their daily chal-
lenges to eat and access es-
sential services. A residen-
tial building fire sparked

fear and criticism on social
media, given that many
exits in compounds have
generally been sealed as
part of Covid controls.

Meanwhile 22 more infec-
tions were reported in
Beijing, after warnings
from an official that the city
must take urgent action.
Health official Pang
Xinghuo said preliminary
observations suggested
COVID-19 had been “spread-
ing invisibly” within the
capital for a week now, af-
fecting “schools, tour
groups and many families”.

“The risk of continued
and hidden transmission is
high, and the situation is
grim,” Tian Wei of Beijing’s
Municipal Party Committee
told a press briefing. “The
whole city of Beijing must
act immediately.” Targeted
lockdowns have already
been imposed on some com-
munities where COVID-19
cases have been found,
while some fitness studios
in the capital said they were
suspending classes indefi-
nitely.

Beijing has also imposed
tight controls on entry to
the city, with travellers re-
quired to have a negative
Covid test from within 48
hours.

China COVID-19 death toll rises
as grim situation warned

An officer disinfects a colleague during lockdown in
Shanghai on Sunday.

Paris, Apr 24 (AP):

France began voting in
a presidential runoff elec-
tion Sunday with reper-
cussions for Europe’s fu-
ture, with centrist incum-
bent Emmanuel Macron
the front-runner but fight-
ing a tough challenge from
far-right rival Marine Le
Pen. The centrist Macron
is asking voters to trust
him for a second five-year
term despite a presidency
troubled by protests, the
pandemic and the war in
Ukraine. A Macron victo-
ry in this vote would make
him the first French presi-
dent in 20 years to win a
second term.

The result of voting in
France, a nuclear-armed
nation with one of the
world’s biggest economies,
could also impact the con-
flict in Ukraine, as France
has played a key role in

diplomatic efforts and sup-
port for sanctions against
Russia.

Le Pen’s support in
France’s electorate has
grown during this cam-
paign to her highest level
ever, and much will de-
pend Sunday on how
many people turn out to

vote. Many of those ex-
pected to choose Macron
are doing so to keep out Le
Pen and ideas seen as too
extreme and anti-demo-
cratic, such as her plan to
ban the Muslim headscarf
in public, or her ties to
Russia.

Both candidates are try-

ing to court the 7.7 million
votes of a leftist candidate
Jean-Luc Melenchon, de-
feated in the first vote.

For many who voted for
left-wing candidates in the
first round April 10, this
runoff vote presents a un-
palatable choice between a
nationalist in Le Pen, and
a president who some feel
has veered to the right
during his first term.

The outcome could de-
pend on how left-wing vot-
ers make up their minds:
between backing Macron
or abstaining and leaving
him to fend for himself
against Le Pen.

All opinion polls in re-
cent days converge toward
a win for the 44-year-old
pro-European centrist yet
the margin over his 53-
year-old nationalist rival
varies broadly, from 6 to 15
percentage points, depend-
ing on the poll.

France votes in tense presidential runoffIn Kharkiv’s metro, carving out
life away from bombs

Kharkiv, Apr 24 (AFP):

When Russian troops
steamrolled through her
east Ukrainian village in
February, Elena
Ivanovna’s family packed
their car before dawn and

fled to Kharkiv, where they
unwittingly found them-
selves on the front line.

Ukraine’s second city
has been pummelled by
strikes day and night since
Russian forces attempted
to seize it at the start of

the invasion.
The bitter fighting has

rendered the city of 1.5
million a tangle of blown-
out shops and smoulder-
ing apartment blocks, and
forced families like
Ivanovna’s underground
where they are sheltering
in the metro.

“We thought that here
(in Kharkiv) we would find
salvation, but it became
the front line. Helicopters
and planes were bombing
the city. So we decided to
come to the metro,” the 40-
year-old kindergarten
teacher said.

On February 24, the
night of the invasion,
Ivanovna and her family
were asleep in their vil-
lage Lyptsi, just 10 kilome-
tres (six miles) from the
Russian border.

Ljubljana, Apr 24 (AP):

Slovenians are casting bal-
lots Sunday in a parliamen-
tary election that is expected
to be a tight race between the
ruling right-wing populist
party of Prime Minister Janez
Jansa and opposition green-
liberals in the politically di-
vided European Union nation.

About 1.7 million voters
will choose from an array of
parties running for seats in
the 90-member legislature.
The ruling conservative
Slovenian Democratic Party
and newly formed Freedom
Movement have led polls

ahead of the vote. Surveys,
however, have suggested that

there will be no clear winner
in the election and that a coali-

tion government will have to
be formed after the vote, made
up of at least three or four par-
ties. ‘This is an important day
as these elections decide how
Slovenia will develop not only
in the next four years, but in
the next decade,’ Jansa said
upon voting on Sunday.
‘Expectations are good.’ Jansa
became prime minister a little
over two years ago after the
previous liberal premier re-
signed. An admirer of former
US President Donald Trump,
Jansa has pushed the country
to the right since taking over
at the start of the COVID-19
pandemic.

Slovenians vote in race between
populists, liberals

A man casts his ballot at a polling station during Slovenia’s
general election in Arnace, on Sunday.

Scientists to scour African waters
to gauge ocean pollution

Cape Town, Apr 24 (AFP):

Scientists have began a
five-month mission to
study how plastic pollu-
tion in Africa’s main
rivers and climate change
stresses are impacting mi-
croorganisms in the
Atlantic ocean, they an-
nounced.

The survey is being
staged from the 33-year-
old Tara research
schooner which arrived
in South Africa’s Cape

Town ahead of the expedi-
tion up the West African
coast. The researchers
will analyse how nutri-
ents and pollution in
major African rivers - the
Congo, Orange, Gambia
and Senegal - are affecting
the Atlantic.

They will trace the
sources of plastic pollu-
tion at river mouths, to
understand their distribu-
tion and the types of ma-
terial involved.

The research station

will also cast nets that can
go up to 1,000 metres
below the ocean’s surface,
to collect samples from
ecosystems called “micro-
biomes”, to be analysed in
labs on land. The data
gathered will help answer
key questions about the
world’s oceans.

The researchers will
also study the Benguela
Current, which moves up
from South Africa to the
Namibian and Angolan
coasts.

Wildfires merge in New Mexico, threatening villages
Las Vegas, Apr 24 (AP):

Maggie Mulligan said
her dogs could sense the
panic while she and her
husband packed them up,
agonised over having to
leave horses behind and
fled a fast-moving wildfire
barrelling toward their
home in northeast New
Mexico, US.

We don’t know what’s
next, she said. We don’t
know if we can go back to
the horses.

Mulligan and her hus-
band, Bill Gombas, 67,
were among the anxious
residents who hurriedly
packed up and evacuated
their homes ahead of omi-
nous Western wildfires fu-
elled by tinder-dry condi-

tions and ferocious winds.
Over a dozen sizable

fires were burning in
Arizona and New Mexico,
destroying dozens of
homes and as of now
burning more than 174
square miles (451 square
kilometers). Winds that

howled Friday remained a
concern in northern New
Mexico where two fires
merged and quadrupled in
size to a combined 66
square miles (171 square
kilometers) in mountains
and grassland northwest
of Las Vegas.

Egypt gig economy workers face rough ride

Cairo, Apr 24 (AFP):

Young men on bikes and
scooters zip through Cairo,
Egypt’s sprawling mega-
lopolis, dodging cars to de-
liver more than a million or-
ders each day, with little
physical or legal protection.

Egypt’s digital gig econo-
my is growing, as economic
pressures push more of its
key demographic -– educat-
ed, urban youth –- into the
work-on-demand model.

Engineer Mohamed
Sherif, 37, joined online food

ordering company Talabat
as a bicycle courier in
Alexandria three months
ago because he couldn’t find
a job. “They bleed you dry
left and right, but there’s

nothing else to do,” he told
AFP.

In early April, Talabat
couriers called a two-day
strike to demand higher
wages, with only a fraction

of the 12,000 workforce join-
ing. The work stoppage re-
flected, however, the state of
Egypt’s sizeable, app-based
gig economy.

Inflation has climbed to a
three-year high of 12.1 per-
cent while the Egyptian
pound plunged to 18 percent
of its value. The mounting
economic hardships come
as global commodity prices
have soared following
Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine.

A courier who declined to
be named said commissions
have been stagnant since
2020 at 9-18 Egyptian pounds
(50 cents and $1). “You can
work a nine or 10-hour shift,
and just not get enough 
orders,” Sherif told AFP.

A delivery worker rides his motorbike in Cairo.

A resident grabs an envelope and ballots during second
round of France’s presidential election at a polling station
in Nauvay on Sunday.

China promotes coal in setback 
for efforts to cut emissions

Beijing, Apr 24 (AP):

China is promoting coal-
fired power as the ruling
Communist Party tries to
revive a sluggish economy,
prompting warnings
Beijing is setting back ef-
forts to cut climate-chang-
ing carbon emissions from
the biggest global source.

Official plans call for
boosting coal production ca-
pacity by 300 million tons
this year, according to news
reports. That is equal to 7%
of last year’s output of 4.1
billion tons, which was an
increase of 5.7% over 2020.
China is one of the biggest
investors in wind and solar,

but jittery leaders called for
more coal-fired power after
economic growth plunged
last year and shortages
caused blackouts and facto-
ry shutdowns. Russia’s at-
tack on Ukraine added to
anxiety that foreign oil and
coal supplies might be dis-
rupted. This mentality of
ensuring energy security
has become dominant,
trumping carbon neutrality,
said Li Shuo, a senior global
policy adviser for
Greenpeace.

We are moving into a rel-
atively unfavourable time
period for climate action in
China. Officials face politi-
cal pressure to ensure sta-

bility as President Xi
Jinping prepares to try to
break with tradition and
award himself a third five-
year term as ruling party
leader in the autumn. Coal
is important for energy se-
curity, Cabinet officials said
at an April 20 meeting that
approved plans to expand
production capacity, accord-
ing to Caixin, a business
news magazine.

The ruling party also is
building power plants to in-
ject money into the econo-
my and revive growth that
sank to 4% over a year earli-
er in the final quarter of
2021, down from the full
year’s 8.1% expansion.

A woman speaks with a child as they shelter in a subway
station on the northern outskirts of second largest
Ukrainian city of Kharkiv.

A firefighter knocks down flames trying to come up out of
the ravine where a fire occurred in Colorado Springs, US.

Everyone in gig
economy is in grey
area
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Language tactics
Immediately after taking

oath as President in November
2019, Gotabaya Rajapaksa had
promised "equality of all Sri
Lankans"; but with the rider of
"emphasis on Sinhala inter-
ests". What a fallacy. If indeed
Sinhala interests would be
specifically taken care of; how
can the spirit of equality sur-
vive. Hindi-promoters also fol-
low the same tactics smacking
of blatant hypocrisy. So pas-
sionate exhortations to Indians
to pursue their mother tongues;
but people are urged to use and
accept Hindi as well. Now, if
only Hindi gets awarded special
privilege along with annual
extravagant celebration of Hindi
Divas with much fanfare; how
can all Indian languages get
treated equally. If there lies "no
competition" between Hindi
and other Indian languages.
Moreover, it is the democratic
right of any two citizens of India
to speak with each other in any
language they deem fit ---
Sindhi or Nepali, English or
Chinese. If usage of "language
of India" gets so much stress;
why only Hindi. Why not
Kannada or Kokborok. After all,
those languages also form an
indispensable part of India! Is
this "nationalist movement" of
"glory to Hindi" through invoca-
tion of Anglophobia actually
nothing but a ploy to Hindi-ise
this whole multilingual demo-
cratic country by exterminating
English --- the main challenger
of the language of few North
Indian states ! And let the
"nationalists" remain aware of
the fact that as far as English is
concerned; not only is it the lan-
guage of higher education or
the window to reach out to the
world; it is also the only lan-
guage which can link and bind
all regions of India. English is
the only language which can
enable an Assamese to appreci-
ate Telugu literature, a Naga to
converse with a Gujarati. Thus it
is foolish to ignore the impor-
tance of English in spheres of
national interest. While
Switzerland places all lan-
guages spoken in its territory on
the same pedestal, multi-lingual
Israel revived the dead lan-
guage named Hebrew and des-
ignated it as the national lan-
guage so that no particular lin-
guistic group can get added
advantage. The world's largest
democracy should learn from
these nations what linguistic
democracy and equality are all
about.

KKaajjaall  CChhaatttteerrjjeeee,,  KKoollkkaattaa

Merge helplines
The Government's proposal

to merge the dedicated helpline
for children (1098) with the
emergency helpline (112) is not
a good idea (Page 1, April 17).
Police personnel who answer
the calls to 112 are not trained
like social workers to deal with
calls related to abuse and to
build confidence in children
who are traumatised and
scared. The police are already
overworked and may not have
the patience like trained social
workers to identify the problem,
find solutions and counsel chil-
dren in distress. Also, a single
helpline number (112) may not
work like 911 in the United
States. 

PPaallooccaarreenn,,  vviiaa  eemmaaiill

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

WHAT THEY TWEET!

NNiikkiittaa@@DDrrMMeehhrraa

I am a big fan of short pre-
sentations. Shorter atten-
tion spans necessitate them.
Mine included.  Yesterday, I
used a 9 slide presentation,
averaged 15 words a slide
and wrapped things up in 17
mins, leaving meaningful
time for Q&A. This is going
to be my go-to format
henceforth.

KKaanncchhaann@@GGuuppttaa

This is NOT true. The original hand-
written copy of the Constitution of
India had illustrations, including of
Sri Ram, by Nandalal Bose. This copy
was for signing by Constituent
Assembly members. It exists.
Facsimile copies of the original are
regularly published by Govt of India.

PPrroosseennjjiitt@@PPrroossaaiicc

Everybody loses. In the Russia-
Ukraine war, there will be no
winners. Not Russia, not Ukraine,
not western European countries,
not Belorussia, not the US. The
degree of pain and loss will differ
of course. The possible exception
is China…

PPaarraammjjeeeett@@IIaamm__PPaarraamm

A doctor friend of mine says a
lot of vested interests play in
the blogs and other websites
which write about treatments
for diseases. This could be
true right. A website doesn't
know anything about me.
Doctor atleast does a check
up before prescribing. Pls
correct if wrong

wwaakkaasshhmmiirr@@wwaakkaasshhmmiirr

#Naseem_Bagh...#Srinagar_Kashmir

PPrrooff@@RRaajjeeeevvSSrriinniivvaassaa

Bad ideas, both. India makes pretty
decent whisky. And exporting
skilled people isn't going to help.
See Kerala. Britain wants low value
Indian textiles and agri products,
while exporting engineered goods
to India. How is this different from
the way it was under colonialism?

F acing a backlash from the opposition political par-
ties for banning the use of 'jugad rehris' vehicles,

the Punjab police has suspended its drive against the in-
novative carts made up of old motorcycles. In a fresh di-
rection, the additional director general of police (traffic)
asked district police chiefs to take no actions against
jugad rehri' owners till further order. They were asked
to rather spread awareness among drivers about their
innovative vehicle's accidental nature and their illegali-
ty. The development came after the opposition parties
strongly condemned the police's earlier order banning
the use of 'jugad rehris'. The opposition parties earlier
in the day had slammed the AAP-led government in the
state, saying the ban would render thousands of people
jobless. Those who run 'jugad rehris' also condemned
the state government's decision and questioned how
they would earn their livelihood. Several people across
the state run 'jugad rehris' for selling fruit and vegeta-
bles, transporting materials such as cement, sand, elec-
tronic goods and sometimes and often passengers too.
The 'jugad' is said to have emerged in Punjab in the
1960s, where farmers put together a contraption by at-
taching a pumpset engine with discarded automobile
parts and a three or four-wheeled cart to transport agri-
cultural produce and people over short distances. Peter
rehras and Gharukas are a common sight in the state's
hinterland. With fares ranging from Re 1 to Rs 4, the
'jugad', over the years, has evolved into a very viable
public transport vehicle for the people in these villages,
connected, if at all by scarred, bumpy roads. Solutions
based on 'jugad' indicate what we lack in design, manu-
facture, supply chain and user-driven processes. Its de-
piction in popular culture normalised it, while manage-
ment experts mainstreamed it, much to the chagrin of
frugal or grassroots innovators whose works are being
dubbed as 'jugad' too. Global management experts attrib-
ute India's rapid economic growth to 'jugad'.

In a recent survey by the Legatum Institute, 81 percent
of Indian businessmen said 'jugad' was the key reason
for their success. This term is now used as much by en-
terprising street mechanics as by key business men and
professionals and is understood all over India and
abroad. The word 'jugad' has entered the Wikipedia also.
Oxford English Dictionary has also added this Indian
word 'jugad' in it, describing it 'as a means involving the
use of skill and imagination to find an easy and cheap
solution or alternative to the problems'. But what these
vehicles also highlight is the failure of Indian industry
to come up with products relevant to a large section of
India's population. A bicycle cart comes for, say, Rs
10,000. And three-wheeled goods carrier comes for about
Rs 4 lakh. There is no product available in that interven-
ing space. Which is what India's barefoot inventors are
innovating and patching together. On the one hand there
is our organized educated world of auto folks, people
that swear by computer-based design, static and tran-
sient dynamic finite-element analysis and computer-
based vibration-acoustics simulation On the other hand,
there is this amazing contrast of sorts – that our nation's
unlettered artisans can rivet and weld together from
odds and ends, vehicles to mobilize the nation of one bil-
lion, vehicles that bear loads and are capable of driver
controlled movement, acceleration, deceleration and
braking to a halt without loss of life or limb. What a pen-
dulum swing. With focus now shifting to electric vehi-
cles and reports of battery explosions, the auto industry
should create a model for distributed and localised man-
ufacturing. Unaffordability of automotive vehicles has
been a long issue in India with heavy taxation on sale of
road legal vehicles.

Livelihood vehicles

S ri Lanka's money printing ratcheted up from
around February 2020, under the so-called 'devel-

opmental state or production economy framework which
was said to be similar to Modern Monetary Theory
(MMT). Food prices are up 36 percent since then.
However initial money printing triggered the current
currency crisis that began around August 2019 under the
earlier 'output gap targeting' framework which is a
milder version of the stimulus. There is no more debate
about Sri Lanka defaulting, in fact there never should
have been. It was clear that the Rajapaksa path of stem-
ming the tide would fail to suffice but those with eyes
wide shut failed to sound the alarm and branded those
who did as doomsayers and mischievous elements. The
promised Vistas of Prosperity and Splendour never ma-
terialised and the bubble of hubris that sustained this
regime thus far has exploded in citizens faces. The out-
look is grim, especially as the Rajapaksa government re-
mains woefully incapable of facing reality. While MMT
is not new, it has been gaining traction in recent years.
And a significant share of its following nowadays comes
across almost as zealots, unwilling to brook any dissent.
Meanwhile, mainstream economists largely regard
MMT as tantamount to professional heresy, with some
avoiding so much as uttering its name.

Needless to say, the rigid stances of MMT's devotees
and detractors have not lent themselves to productive dis-
cussion. This is a serious loss for policymakers, because
MMT includes both problematic propositions and per-
fectly reasonable, even highly useful positions. In the lat-
ter category, the idea that stands out is essentially func-
tional finance theory. Proposed by Abba Lerner in 1943,
Functional Financial Theory (FFT) holds that, because
governments borrowing in their own currency can al-
ways print money to service their debts, but still face in-
flation risks, they should aim to balance supply and de-
mand at full employment, rather than fret about balanc-
ing the budget. But MMT and FFT are not synonymous.
MMT includes two additional propositions that, in my
view, are unsound. The first is that monetary policy
should be conducted in such a way that it facilitates fis-
cal-policy decisions, such as by maintaining a constant
(very low) interest rate. More important, if interest rates
are held constant, and prices start to rise, inflation could
snowball. MMT proponents would advocate tax hikes as a
way to manage aggregate demand and control inflation.
Sri Lanka is now paying price for its devotion to MMT.

Lanka’s monetary devotion
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People walk by tulip flowers at Emirgan Park in the Bosphorus area in Istanbul, Turkey.

R ussia's invasion of Ukraine
has brought strong Western

condemnation and sanctions, but
many nations around the world have
chosen not to join this united front.
Dozens of governments outside
Europe and North America have
been reluctant to censure Russia,
and many more have refrained from
joining multilateral sanctions. China
has tacitly supported the Kremlin
since its February affirmation of a
Sino-Russian friendship with 'no lim-
its.' A few others have backed Russia
vocally, among them Belarus, which
has served as a staging ground for
the Russian invasion. Meanwhile,
other governments have sat on the
fence. Brazilian President Jair
Bolsonaro said pointedly that his
country 'will not take sides.' Indian
leaders have reaffirmed their policy
of nonalignment, implying that their
nation will seek to stay out of the
fight. South Africa, Pakistan and
numerous other nations are follow-
ing a similar path.

As a scholar of international poli-
tics, I believe responses to recent
Russian aggression shed light on
how governments throughout what
is known as the Global South are apt
to behave if a new Cold War takes
shape. Unless governments are
threatened directly, many appear
content to espouse nonalignment – a
policy of avoiding strong support for
the West or for its principal rivals in
Moscow and Beijing. Nonalignment
may be a sensible strategy for indi-
vidual countries as a way to preserve
autonomy and avoid costly choices
between major powers. However, I
believe international peace and

security will suffer if too many states
refuse to take sides in cases like
Ukraine. The concept of nonalign-
ment emerged in the 1950s. It
implied a refusal to join the rival
Cold War blocs led by Washington
and Moscow. The concept was pio-
neered by a group of post-World War
II leaders including India's
Jawaharlal Nehru, Indonesia's
Sukarno, Egypt's Gamal Abdel
Nasser, Ghana's Kwame Nkrumah
and Yugoslavia's Josip Broz Tito.

Despite representing a broad
range of political ideologies, they all
saw nonalignment as a way to resist
colonial and imperial powers, pre-
serve independence and stay out of
the Soviet-American conflict. These
ideas led to the 1961 establishment
of the Non-Aligned Movement, a
loosely organized group that soon
included most of the world's coun-
tries and population. Several core
principles guided the movement,
including anti-colonialism, anti-
imperialism, respect for sovereignty
and territorial integrity, nonaggres-
sion and noninterference. Yet the
movement faced a dilemma from the
start. When a powerful state violates
core principles like sovereignty and
territorial integrity, should members
of the Non-Aligned Movement take
sides to oppose it? The movement's
diverse members occasionally took
strong unified stands. For example,
they joined in opposing colonial rule
in Rhodesia and apartheid in Namibia
and South Africa. When superpower
interests were more directly in play,
however, nonaligned states failed to
agree on when to take sides.

Leftist leaders in states such as

Cuba and Vietnam saw the Western
powers as neoimperial threats and
sided clearly with Moscow despite
joining the Non-Aligned Movement.
Conservative states, such as Saudi
Arabia and Morocco, tilted consis-
tently toward Washington. Many
sought relative neutrality. But all
these states remained in the move-
ment, which has no agreed standard
for what degree of alignment is
acceptable. The differences among
members of the Non-Aligned
Movement undermined their ability
to exercise collective clout, even
when superpowers rode roughshod
over norms of sovereignty and self-
determination. In 1979, for example,
members were deeply divided over
the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan.
Fifty-six voted to condemn the Soviet
invasion at the United Nations, but
nine supported Moscow and 26
abstained. Those numbers are
remarkably similar to recent votes on
Ukraine. Divisions over the Soviet
war in Afghanistan weakened the
Non-Aligned Movement and undercut
its ability to enforce international
norms and influence Soviet policy.
The movement's relevance declined
after the Cold War, as its diverse
members struggled to define its role
in a world no longer shaped by a
Soviet-American standoff. Still, the
movement has survived, and its 120
members recently celebrated the
group's 60th anniversary in Belgrade.

The Non-Aligned Movement faces
new challenges today, as the war in
Ukraine continues. For many govern-
ments in Africa, Asia, the Middle
East and Latin America, nonalign-
ment remains appealing. Most
depend heavily on trade, aid and
investment both from the Western
powers and from China (if not also
from Russia). Choosing sides could
thus be crippling economically. That
danger is apparent in Belarus, which
faces stiff Western sanctions for aid-
ing the Russian war effort. Countries
opposing Russia also risk debilitating
energy cutoffs. Taking sides against
China in any future scenario, such as
conflict over Taiwan, would be even
more costly. Relative nonalignment
is also attractive from a security
standpoint. It enables governments

to obtain weapons from multiple
sources and limit dependence on any
single power. This is a major factor
for India, which remains heavily
reliant on Russian arms, and to a
lesser extent for countries like
Vietnam. Nonalignment helps keep
diplomatic doors open as well. 

This appeals to governments wary
of losing policy autonomy if they rely
too much on one powerful state or
bloc for political support. For all of
these reasons, nonalignment is likely
to continue to be common. In fact,
its strategic appeal is arguably
stronger now than it was during the
Cold War because of greater global
integration. Unlike the 1950s, most
countries now have strong econom-
ic, political and, in some cases, mili-
tary linkages to both East and West.
Nonalignment may be sensible poli-
cy for individual states, but it could
spell trouble for international securi-
ty. Russian President Vladimir Putin
has shattered the illusion that terri-
torial conquest and great-power
wars were consigned to the past,
and in so doing put his fist through
the defining principles of the Non-
Aligned Movement. Reluctance to
take sides in such a clear case of
aggression can weaken international
norms and undermine global securi-
ty. At this stage, most members of
the Non-Aligned Movement have
condemned Russian attacks. Yet only
one, Singapore, has imposed sanc-
tions. Others are passing the buck,
making the war in Ukraine a burden
for the United States and its core
allies to bear. In doing so, they are
making it easier for the Kremlin to
sustain a brutal military campaign.
They are sending the message that
aggression and territorial seizure by
major powers will be tolerated. I
believe this represents a major
missed opportunity to defend the
anti-imperial norms at the core of
the Non-Aligned Movement. The
movement's members have pro-
found interests in reasserting those
norms on behalf of Ukraine, as they
are among the most vulnerable to
being next.

((JJoohhnn  CCiioorrcciiaarrii  iiss  AAssssoocciiaattee
PPrrooffeessssoorr  ooff  PPuubblliicc  PPoolliiccyy,,

UUnniivveerrssiittyy  ooff  MMiicchhiiggaann,,  UUSS..))

Revitalized non-aligned movement could emerge

AAnnmmooll@@jjaammmmyyppaannttss44

The segregation of movies meant
for theatres vs OTT is very clear
now! The audience is demanding
for big scale escapism vs remakes
or socially driven mid budget
films.  There will always be anom-
alies but there's no escaping this
anymore. #Bollywood.

EMIRGAN PARK

JOHN CIORCIARI



CENTRAL CHRONICLE, RAIPUR,  MONDAY, APRIL  25,  2022

BRIEF

Aims

New Delhi: Luxury
mattress brand
Springfit aims a
turnover of Rs 1,000-
1,200 crore in the next
five years, helped by
growth from domestic
and exports markets.
ED Nitin Gupta told
PTI that target is to es-
tablish around 150-200
exclusive showrooms
in next two years.

Outreach
Hyderabad: An event
to create awareness
among the industry
and exporters from
Telangana, particular-
ly the MSME sector,
about the potential
benefits of India’s
trade agreements
with the UAE and
Australia was held in
Hyderabad. The sig-
nificant milestones
achieved in the form
of the record-high an-
nual exports of goods
and services in the
current year of
around USD 669.6 bil-
lion and the success-
ful vaccination drive
showcase India in a
positive light with po-
tential.

Initiative

Manila: The World
Travel and Tourism
Council (WTTC) has
launched Hotel
Sustainability Basics’,
a set of criteria that
all hotels are expected
to implement to drive
responsible travel and
tourism, Council
President Julia
Simpson said it will
help tourim sector.

Turnover 
New Delhi: The
Kamdhenu Group is
eyeing for a brand
sales turnover of Rs
22,000 crore from its
steel business by fi-
nancial year 2023-24,
its Chairman and
Managing Director
(CMD) Satish
Agarwal said. The
Gurugram-based
TMT rebars maker
operates on a fran-
chisee model in the
steel segment.

Plans

New Delhi:
WhiteOak Capital
Asset Management, a
new entrant to the
mutual fund space, is
looking to open nearly
100 branches across
the country in the
next 12-18 months.

Innovation
Mumbai: Constant in-
novation and creating
a culture that encour-
ages new ideas are key
to building a success-
ful business, Marico
founder and chairman
Harsh Mariwala said.
“I realised the impor-
tance of innovation 20
years back. When I
look back at our
brands, they all have
something different
which has succeeded
in the market.

JEWELLERY EXHIBITION

Models show gold ornaments during a jewellery exhibition at Gyan Bhawan, in Patna, Bihar on Sunday.

New Delhi, Apr 24 (PTI):

The current power cri-
sis is mainly on account of
sharp decline in electricity
generation from different
fuel sources and not due to
non-availability of domes-
tic coal, a top official said
on Sunday. The above
statement assumes signifi-
cance in the wake of re-
ports of many states, in-
cluding Maharashtra, fac-
ing power outages due to
shortage of coal.

In an interview to PTI,
Coal Secretary AK Jain at-
tributed the low coal
stocks at power plants to
several factors such as

heightened power demand
due to the boom in the
economy post COVID-19,
early arrival of summer,
rise in the price of gas and
imported coal and sharp
fall in electricity genera-
tion by coastal thermal
power plants. “It is not a
coal crisis but a power de-
mand-supply mismatch...
The power demand has

registered an upswing as
the economy has bounced
back, summers have ar-
rived early and the price of
gas and imported coal
have shot up sharply,” Jain
explained.

He added that a slew of
measures are already
under way to enhance
total power supply in the
country. The gas-based
power generation which
has fallen drastically in
the country has aggravat-
ed the crisis. “Some of the
thermal power plants in
India were built along the
coast so that imported coal
could be used, brought
from nearby countries like
Indonesia... But with the
sharp rise in the price of
imported coal they have
reduced the imports,” Jain
said.

Current power crisis due
to sharp fall in generation 

AK Jain

 Not due to 
non-availability of
domestic coal

New Delhi, Apr 24 (PTI):

India’s crude oil import
bill nearly doubled to USD
119 billion in the fiscal
year that ended on March
31, as energy prices soared
globally following the re-
turn of demand and war
in Ukraine.

India, the world’s third
biggest oil consuming and
importing nation, spent
USD 119.2 billion in 2021-22
(April 2021 to March 2022),
up from USD 62.2 billion in
the previous fiscal year, ac-
cording to data from the
oil ministry’s Petroleum
Planning & Analysis Cell
(PPAC).

It spent USD 13.7 billion
in March alone, when oil
prices surged to 14-year
high. This compared with
USD 8.4 billion spending
in the same month last
year.

Oil prices started to
surge from January and
rates crossed USD 100 per

barrel in the following
month before touching
USD 140 per barrel in early
March. Prices have since
receded and are now
around USD 106 per bar-
rel.

According to PPAC,
India imported 212.2 mil-
lion tonnes of crude oil in
2021-22, up from 196.5 mil-
lion tonnes in the previous
year. This was, however,
lower than pre-pandemic
imports of 227 million

tonnes in 2019-20. The
spending on oil imports in
2019-20 was USD 101.4 bil-
lion.

The imported crude oil
is turned into value-added
products like petrol and
diesel at oil refineries, be-
fore being sold to automo-
biles and other users.

India, which is 85.5 per
cent dependent on imports
to meet crude oil needs,
has a surplus refining ca-
pacity and it exports some

petroleum products but is
short on production of
cooking gas LPG, which is
imported from nations
like Saudi Arabia.

The nation consumed
202.7 million tonnes of pe-
troleum products in 2021-
22, up from 194.3 million
tonnes in the previous fis-
cal, but lower than pre-
pandemic 214.1 million
tonnes demand in 2019-20.

Import of petroleum
products in 2021-22 fiscal
was 40.2 million tonnes
worth USD 24.2 billion. On
the other hand, 61.8 mil-
lion tonnes of petroleum
products were also export-
ed for USD 42.3 billion.

Besides, India also spent
USD 11.9 billion on import
of 32 billion cubic meters
of LNG in 2021-22. This
compared to USD 7.9 bil-
lion spent on import of 33
bcm of gas in the previous
fiscal and USD 9.5 billion
on import of 33.9 bcm in
2019-20.

India’s oil import bill doubles to USD 119 bn in FY-22

New Delhi, Apr 24 (PTI):

Investors are yet to
warm up to the concept of
sustainable investing with
sustainable or ESG (envi-
ronmental, social, and gov-
ernance) funds in India
witnessing outflows of Rs
315 crore in 2021-22.

This comes following a
staggering inflow of Rs
4,884 crore in FY 2020-21.
Prior to that, sustainable
funds saw an infusion of
over Rs 2,000 crore, accord-
ing to data compiled by
Morningstar India.

Going forward, ESG
considerations will be-
come an integral part of
the overall investing
framework for asset man-
agers in India, experts
said. Most flows into sus-
tainable funds so far have
come in during the new
fund offer (NFO) period

and 2020-21 financial year
witnessed significant in-
flows as there were several
ESG fund launches,
K a u s t u b h
B e l a p u r k a r ,
Director -

Manager Research,
Morningstar India, said.
Currently, markets are
volatile and flows are im-
pacted across asset class-
es due to both macro and
micro conditions, Nakul
Zaveri, Managing Partner,
Relativity Investment
Advisors, said. “However,
by definition sustainable
funds are required to be

long term in nature but
these funds better under-
stand long term competi-
tive advantage and now
resilience post Covid
much better than last
year. Such funds will al-
ways be less volatile in na-
ture,” he added.
Sustainable funds offer
exposure to themes such
as renewable energy, low
carbon, green transport
and environmental pro-
tection. Globally flows
into sustainable funds
continue at a rapid pace,
with assets in sustainable
funds globally exceeding
USD 2.7 trillion as of
December 2021. It’s still
early in India from an
ESG perspective, but with
the launch of ESG funds
in the last few years, there
are investable options
available for investors,
Belapurkar said.

Sustainable funds see 
Rs 315 cr outflow in FY21-22

New Delhi, Apr 24 (PTI):

Several exporters have
received pending pay-
ments for shipments
made to Russia before
February 24

— the day Russia-
Ukraine conflict began —
and Department of
Financial Services is
working with banks to fa-
cilitate clearance of re-
maining dues, a govern-
ment official said.

Federation of Indian
Export Organisations
(FIEO) had shared with
the Directorate General
of Foreign Trade (DGFT)
in March that Indian ex-
porters have payments of
about USD 400-500 mil-

lion pending in Russia.
DGFT had shared that in-
formation with
Department of Financial
Services (DFS). About 60
per cent of the exporters
have received their pay-
ments from Russian buy-
ers and for the remain-
ing, DFS is working to fa-
cilitate the payments, the
official said. Mumbai-

based exporter and
Chairman of
Technocraft Industries,
Sharda Kumar Saraf
said some exporters have
received their stuck pay-
ments but now it has
stopped.

The government
should immediately start
rupee-rouble trade with
Russia to push exports,

Saraf said. Ludhiana-
based Hand Tools
Association President S
C Ralhan too said that
several exporters have
received their dues as all
banks are not under
sanctions.

The government
should take some deci-
sion on the matter imme-
diately as it could ham-
per our exports and they
should allow rupee-rou-
ble trade, Ralhan said.

FIEO Vice President
Khalid Khan said pay-
ments are coming in sec-
tors including pharma,
and food.

However, still ex-
porters are struggling to
get money from Russia.
The RBI should give clear
directions to the banks to
accept payments from all
the sectors, Khan said.

Several exporters get pending 
payments for shipments to Russia
 Remaining under

works

New Delhi, Apr 24 (PTI):

Six working groups cre-
ated to suggest ways to im-
prove digitisation in the
state-owned banks and
strengthen their balance
sheets have been asked to
submit their respective re-
ports by December, accord-
ing to a senior banker.

Participating in the
meeting, Financial
Services Secretary Sanjay
Malhotra recently asked
the banks to explore
strategies for long-term
profitability and adopt a
more customer-centric ap-
proach. The senior banker,
who participated in the re-
cently concluded Manthan
2022 - a meeting of the top
PSU bankers, said the six
working groups would
look into functioning the
public sector banks (PSBs)
and suggest ways to im-
prove customer service,
digitisation, HR incen-

tives, corporate gover-
nance and collaboration.
The working groups are
expected to submit their
respective reports by the
end of the year, the banker
said. The groups will have
regular meetings and peri-
odic review to track the
progress of each panel, an-
other banker said.

Manthan was held on
April 22, to brainstorm
with the top leadership of
public sector banks and
unlock next-generation re-
forms, while continuing
with the EASE journey.

The last such exercise was
held in 2019. The first PSB
Manthan took place in
2014. Public sector banks
have turned corner in
2020-21, after booking loss-
es for five years due to var-
ious steps taken by the
government. It is to be
noted that no PSBs have
faced any loss in the April-
December period of 2021-
22 and clocked a collective
net profit of Rs 48,874
crore during this period.

They earned a com-
bined net profit of Rs
31,820 crore in 2020-21.
However, there were col-
lective losses for five
straight years during 2015-
16 to 2019-20.

The highest amount of
net loss was registered in
2017-18 at Rs 85,370 crore,
followed by Rs 66,636 crore
in 2018-19; Rs 25,941 crore
in 2019-20; Rs 17,993 crore
in 2015-16 and Rs 11,389
crore in 2016-17.

Six working groups over functioning
of PSBs to submit report by Dec

New Delhi, Apr 24 (PTI):

Union Agriculture
Ministry will organise a
campaign during April
25-30 to highlight the
achievements made in
the farm sector since in-
dependence and also cre-
ate awareness about the
various programmes run
by the Centre for the ben-
efits of farmers.

The campaign ‘Kisan
Bhagidari, Prathmikta
Hamari’ is being organ-
ised under ‘Azadi Ka
Amrit Mahotsav’ in asso-
ciation with various
other ministries, accord-
ing to an official state-
ment. More than 1 crore
farmers and stakeholders
are expected to partici-
pate in the campaign
through direct (offline)
and virtual (online) medi-

um across the country.
To create massive

awareness and wider
publicity, the outreach of
the campaign will be car-
ried out through print,
electronic and social
media, production of
audio video clips, jingles,
and short video films.
The agriculture ministry

has worked out a
roadmap for organising
various farmer-centric
campaigns, workshops,
programmes, seminars
and webinars during
Azadi ka Amrit
Mahotsav. In this connec-
tion, the ministry is or-
ganizing the Kisan
Bhagidari, Prathmikta

Hamari campaign from
April 25-30, 2022, the
statement said.

The ministry will high-
light milestones of agri-
culture development in 75
years of India’s
Independence during the
campaign.

The milestone includes
green revolution and self-
sufficiency in food grain
production; largest pro-
ducer of horticulture
crops; improvement in
crop irrigation; use of
ICT in agriculture; appli-
cation of remote sens-
ing/GIS/Drones in agri-
culture.

Application of bio-tech-
nology in agriculture; ad-
vancement in farm mech-
anization; soil health
management and effec-
tive management of pests
will also be highlighted.

AgriMin campaign to highlight
achievements in farm sector

New Delhi, Apr 24 (PTI):

State-owned Oil and
Natural Gas Corporation
(ONGC) has commis-
sioned two projects cost-
ing Rs 6,000 crore to add
7.5 million tonnes of oil
production and 1 billion
cubic meters of gas out-
put over the life of the
Mumbai High fields, as it
doubles down efforts to
raise productivity from
mature and aging fields.

A Rs 3,740-crore spend
has been made on a state-
of-the-art 8-legged water
injection-cum-living quar-
ter platform, as part of
the Mumbai High South
Redevelopment Phase-IV,
while Rs 2,292.46 crore
have been spent on
Cluster-8 marginal field
development project at
Mumbai High, the compa-
ny said in a statement.

“The two projects will
result in an incremental
gain of 7.5 million tonnes
of oil and more than 1
BCM of gas,” it said.

Oil Minister Hardeep
Singh Puri dedicated the
two major projects to the
nation at Western off-
shore on April 23. He was
accompanied by chair-
man Alka Mittal, Director
(T&FS) O P Singh and

Director (Offshore)
Pankaj Kumar.

“The minister ex-
pressed his appreciation
for the ONGC team for im-
plementing the two proj-
ects. He exhorted ONGC
to further enhance their
efforts to add more oil and
gas to the kitty of nations,
adopting accelerated ex-
ploration activities,” the
statement said.

ONGC commissions Rs 6,000 cr 
projects to boost oil, gas output



ACROSS

1. Stage whisper

6. Starting bet

10. Car

14. Proprietor

15. Quartet count

16. Nibble

17. Fair

19. Robust

20. Hit lightly

21. Fathers

22. Lost color

23. Reach

25. Most feeble

27. College woman

29. Speaks

32. Squirrel’s treat

35. Supernatural

38. ____ de Janeiro

39. Vatican leader

40. Feudal estate

41. Greek letter

42. Wind direction (abbr.)

43. Beatle beatkeeper

44. Speed trap device

45. Enjoy a book again

47. Tootsies

49. Picasso, e.g.

52. Close by (2 wds.)

56. Sees socially

58. Pester

60. Rebel general

61. Musician ____ Clapton

62. Admission

64. Dryer fuzz

65. Stratford-on-____

66. Adolescents

67. Falls behind

68. “The Way We ____”

69. Feel

DOWN

1. Heart artery

2. Perspire

3. Not appropriate

4. ____ Plaines

5. Eating away

6. Distant

7. ____ Prize

8. Oklahoma metropolis

9. Before, to Shakespeare

10. Shocked

11. Unmodified

12. Narrative

13. Had creditors

18. IX

22. ____ Sampras of tennis

24. Farm unit

26. Naturalist John ____

28. College official
30. Ms. Hayworth
31. Fly
32. Mimic
33. Pine ____
34. Working
36. School subj.
37. Mouth part
40. Skirt length
41. Shower alternative
43. Pied Piper followers
44. Quizzes again
46. Builds
48. Alleviate
50. Range
51. Singing voice
53. Foreigner
54. Broadway lights
55. Thick
56. Small valley
57. Opera song
59. Skin woe
62. Raven’s call
63. Behold
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You can relax a little at last! That’s what you

could be thinking with today’s celestial ener-

gy. The time is perfect to get ready for the

challenges that up to now were just anxieties

inside you. If you’re thinking clearly today,

Aquarius, it’s because you have the strength

to face your problems. Now that you have

your self-confidence back, you might open

your heart even wider to someone dear.

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

You’re interested in better understanding

yourself and your reactions to the world

around you. Well, Pisces, today you should

take the time to look over your successes

and failures, especially where your family

life is concerned. The atmosphere is chang-

ing and things will be much more positive

over the next few days. Think about sharing

with other people what you have learned.

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

This is a perfect day for falling in love,

Aries! You can expect anything to happen

today. You could even meet someone who

is ready to love, support, and listen to you

when you need him or her most. You need

to put all your fears and hesitations

behind you on a day like today. Besides, a

little madness every now and then won’t

hurt. Throw caution to the wind!

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

Today, Taurus, you’ll really be in the lime-
light. This could help you change what is
sometimes a very negative image you
have of yourself. You have a certain kind
of energy and magnetism about you - it’s
about time someone noticed! It’s only
natural that you should be proud of your-
self, and that other people should
acknowledge your hard work and effort.
Revel in this moment of glory!

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

If you’ve been feeling a little under the
weather, today’s planetary configura-
tion will make you feel a whole lot bet-
ter, Gemini. In a few days you’ll have
the strength to pick up where you left
off on the projects you perhaps began
last month. A lot of things are changing
in your life. Your motivations are evolv-
ing and your ambitions could be taking
a different direction.

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

Today is another passionate day in a

series of passionate days! Usually,

Cancer, you’re a fairly reserved person

where feelings are concerned. You’ll be

much more demonstrative with your

emotions over the next few days. You can

be like a fire trapped inside a wall of ice,

and today that ice is beginning to melt!

Let it â€“ and enjoy it!

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

If you come across someone a little

strange or eccentric today, try and get to

know him or her, because that person

could be a reflection of part of you. The

person will help you to see how modern

and innovative you are, and how much you

should appreciate your wonderful quali-

ties. Meeting this person could be a kind

of exercise in self-satisfaction.

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

If you often help people in need, or if
helping people is part of your profession,
this day will bring certain ideas to light,
Virgo. You need to take the time on a reg-
ular basis to take care of yourself. If you
don’t, you won’t be able to continue to
help others. Think about it and stop mak-
ing excuses for why you can’t do it. Think
of yourself for a change.

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

One couldn’t really say that you have a
hard time making decisions regarding
your love life, Libra. You’re a passionate
person and you believe in love at first
sight. You’re probably the most sponta-
neous lover in your immediate circle!
Add to that, you’re entering a period in
which your emotions will be heightened.
All the elements are there to ignite your
creativity in every aspect of your life.

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

You enjoy reaping rewards for all your
efforts. But in your love life, you have to
admit that you can never be sure of the
quantity or the quality of the fruits of your
labors. Yet, today, Scorpio, you could real-
ize that it’s time to plant some new seeds.
You might not know how they’ll turn out,
but you do know better than anyone else
that you can’t win if you don’t play.

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

You probably know that you don’t attain free-

dom in one fell swoop, but rather bit by bit as

you go through life, Sagittarius. Perhaps

you’ve been feeling as if you don’t have

enough freedom. Over the next few days you

could find the situations or people you need in

order to liberate yourself. Don’t forget that

love is the greatest freedom of all. It could be

time to make room for it in your life.

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

Throughout the day you may get the feeling
that something has changed in the way
people relate to each other, Capricorn. It
will be as if people are surer of themselves,
more open, more expressive. Where, exact-
ly, do you fit into all of this? Are you in a
mood to charm other people just for fun?
This period is perfect for taking care of your
appearance and getting in shape. Do it!

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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SS tar Plus thrives to keep
its audience hooked with

its evolving content and
diverse shows. The channel
held the first award of the
year 2022, the ‘Indian
Television Academy Awards’

on March 6. The Indian audi-
ence is intrigued by this award
show surpassing the ratings
and viewership of almost all
film awards over the years.
Numerous categories are
awarded at the ITA including

Best Actor, Best Actress,
Show Categories- Best Drama,
Comedy, Mythological,
Thriller to name a few. This
year the prestigious award for
– ‘Best Actor -Drama TV’ was
won by none other than the

talented actor Sudhanshu
Pandey for his exemplary per-
formance as Vanraj Shah in
‘Anupamaa’.

Actor Sudhanshu Pandey
while talking about his suc-
cessful win at the awards said,
“I feel absolutely elated to
have won the ITA award for
the Best Actor – Drama.
Winning an award for any
actor is a recognition of all the
hard work that the actor puts
in to bring the character
alive."  Many renowned per-
sonalities from Bollywood and
TV graced the one-of-a kind
evening. The event drew a
large number of important
and eminent artists.

‘‘IInnddiiaann  TTeelleevviissiioonn  AAccaaddeemmyy
AAwwaarrddss’’  wwaass  pprreemmiieerreedd  oonn
AApprriill  2244,,  22002222  aatt  99..0000  PPMM  oonnllyy
oonn  SSttaarr  PPlluuss..

Sudhanshu Pandey grabs 
‘Best Actor -Drama TV’ award 

Sayani Gupta : 
It's funny 

to be a 
semi-popular
actor in public

places 

B
ollywood star Sanjay Dutt,
whose performance in di-

recotr Prashanth Neel's pan-
Indian blockbuster 'KGF:
Chapter 2' has come in for
praise from all quarters, on
Saturday said that the credit for
how his character 'Adheera'
turned out in the film must go
entirely to director Prashanth
Neel.

Taking to Twitter, he tweeted
a post that read, "There will al-
ways be some films which will
be more special than others.
Every once in a while, I seek out
a film which pushes me out of
my comfort zone. It reminded
me of my own potential and
something about it felt like, I
could have fun with it. "This
film made me realise why cine-

ma at the end of the day, is a
product of passion. "Prashanth
Neel, my director, had sold the
vision of the menacing
'Adheera' to me. The credit, for
how my role turned out, goes
entirely to Prashanth. As the
captain of the ship, it's his
dream we all brought to screen.

"This film will always be a re-
minder that every time, life
pops a surprise, you have it in
you to do better than that. Lots
of love to my fans, family and
well wishers. They have all
been my pillars of strength."

The film, which features Yash
in the lead and which has
Raveena Tandon, Srinidhi
Shetty, Prakash Raj and Sanjay
Dutt playing pivotal roles, has
been a phenomenal hit.

Sanjay Dutt: Credit for how
my character turned out

should go to Prashanth Neel 

B
ollywood superstar
Ajay Devgn, who is

set to play a commercial
pilot, Captain Vikrant
Khanna, in his upcoming
directorial 'Runway 34',
feels that there is some-
thing about characters
who don a uniform and
he feels a certain affinity
towards them.

In the past, Ajay has
sported uniforms in films
like, 'Singham',
'Gangaajal' and 'LOC
Kargil'. When asked if he
ever feels the pressure
while wearing any of
these uniforms, he said in
a statement, "I have al-
ways been drawn to men
in uniform. Be it my cop
avatar in 'Gangaajal' and
the iconic 'Singham'; uni-
forms have a special sig-
nificance."

However, he feels that
this time around with
'Runway 34' things will be
a little different as a
pilot's uniform is more
stylized and has an ele-
ment of glamour associ-
ated with it, he added, "Of
course, the pilot's uni-
form has more glamour
associated with it. But be-
lieve me, along with the
glamour comes a huge re-
sponsibility. A pilot is ac-
tually a demi-God for the
passengers who repose
blind faith in him/her
while they fly. I was fully
aware of what this uni-
form brings with it.
Neither Rakul Preet
Singh(my co-pilot) nor I
took the uniform lightly."

Talking about the prep
he did, he shared, "We
trained for days before
shooting to get into the
character. We had a real
pilot on set to coach us.
We familiarised our-
selves with the cockpit;
learnt the use of the nu-
merous buttons on the
panel. It was a mini-
coaching class and we did
not take it lightly. We also

got lessons from the ATC
(air traffic control).
'Runway 34' is a film
based on true incidents
and we needed to keep the
authenticity." Inspired by
true events, 'Runway 34'
also stars Amitabh

Bachchan, Rakul Preet
Singh, Boman Irani,
Aakanksha Singh and
Angira Dhar. Produced
and directed by Ajay
Devgn, the film is set to
arrive in theatres on
April 29.

Ajay Devgn says there's something 
special about playing men in uniform 

TT hey say there is nothing
more pristine than the

bond between sisters. Then
what prompted Kadru (Parul
Chauhan) to enslave Vinta
(Toral Rasputra) and van-
quish her son Garud (Faisal
Khan)? What transpired
between the two? In one of
its most awaited reveals,
Sony SAB’s Dharm Yoddha
Garud is set to unwrap the
truth behind Vinta’s subju-
gation in the upcoming
episodes. As prophesied by
the great sages, Vinta’s son
was destined to be the King
of the Birds and the
Conqueror of the Skies. This
made Kadru insecure who
devised an evil plan to
entrap her sister into a life-
long bondage. The show

traverses back in time to
reveal how both sisters
would often engage in casu-
al betting at their leisure.
Kadru used this to her
advantage and tricked Vinta
into engaging in several bets
with her under the pretense
of merry making. As fate had
it, Vinta lost one such bet
and it changed her life forev-
er. Kadru schemed against
her own sister and forced
her into a life of humiliation
and suffering. And Kadru’s
evil soul was satisfied know-
ing that Vinta’s son would
now be born as a Daasi
putra, devoid of the powers
that were in store for him.
Stay Tuned and watch
Dharm Yoddha Garud, Mon -
Sat, 7 PM only on Sony SAB!

She made her mark in
Bollywood as well as in
the web space with films
like 'Margarita with a
Straw', 'Fan', 'Jolly LLB
2','Article 15' and
'Axone'. Actress Sayani
Gupta says even though
in the public places peo-
ple recognise her as an
actor, it's funny for her
to get the weird yet curi-
ous look. She also
appeared in web series
like 'Inside Edge', 'Four
More Shots Please!'. The
actress recently
appeared in a short film
titled 'Shameless' along
with the co-actor
Hussain Dalal. In conver-
sation, Sayani shares,
one such incident of how
it feels to be what she
calls a 'semi-popular'
actor. Sayani said, "I
think unless you are
Shah Rukh Khan, or a
superstar of his level,
many actors must have
faced it. It is a little
weird where in public
places like cafe, restu-
rant etc people walked
up to us saying, 'I
have seen you some-
where'...and then there
is a moment of silence
because something is
buffering in their head
(laugh)! Sometime even
the onus comes on you
that you have to explain
where they have seen
you! Funny but reality."
Directed by Keith
Gomes, produced by
Shabinaa Khan -
'Shameless' released on
Amazon miniTV.

How did Maharani
Vinta become her own
sister Kadru’s Daasi? 
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Mumbai, Apr 24 (PTI):

Chennai Super Kings
would look for inspiration
from the talismanic
Mahendra Singh Dhoni
once again while eyeing
improvement on multiple
fronts when they take on
Punjab Kings in the IPL
here on Sunday.

CSK have won two out of
their seven matches so far
while Punjab Kings are a
touch better with three
victories from seven out-
ings. While PBKS are
placed eighth, CSK occupy
the penultimate slot in the
IPL points table.

Defending champions
CSK have faltered in all de-
partments this season.
They haven’t played the
cricket they are known for
under skipper Ravindra
Jadeja, who has not been
able to lead from the front.

However, they will ap-
proach their the next
match embolden by their
three-wicket win against
bottom-placed Mumbai
Indians courtesy Dhoni,
who yet again proved he is
the best finisher in the

business. The wicketkeep-
er-batter turned back the
clock to script a memo-
rable three-wicket victory,
following a heart-stopping
finish that saw him hit a
six and two fours in the
final over to finish the

game. Bowling has been a
major concern for CSK but
the former champions pro-
duced a good show against
Mumbai with rookie pacer
Mukesh Choudhary, who
has struggled under pres-
sure all season, wreaking

havoc with the new ball,
bagging three wickets.

Old war horse Dwayne
Bravo continues to be a re-
liable servant for the team,
picking up wickets when-
ever he is entrusted with
the ball. Skipper Jadeja is

having an underwhelming
season with bat and ball,
while the addition of Sri
Lanka spinner Maheesh
Theekshana has bolstered
the severely depleted bowl-
ing unit, which is missing
Deepak Chahar and Adam
Milne. Young Ruturaj
Gaikwad, who has had a
miserable season so far
apart from the 73 against
Gujarat Titans, will need
to step up and deliver with
the bat.

All-rounders Moeen Ali
and Shivam Dube will also
have to take more respon-
sibility. Hanging in the
playoffs race by the skin of
their teeth, a defeat on
Monday will send CSK on
the brink of elimination.

On the other hand,
Punjab will be smarting
from the nine wicket loss
to Delhi Capitals. Punjab
batting unit has been
plagued by inconsistency
all season. While they
boast of power-hitters like
Shikhar Dhawan, Liam
Livinstone, and Shah
Rukh Khan, consistency is
something they would aim
for.

Struggling CSK and PBKS seek
revival in match against each other Paris, Apr 24 (AP):

Achieving a milestone
title wasn’t enough for
some Paris Saint-
Germain fans. Even as
their team was clinching
a record-tying 10th
French league crown late
Saturday, disgruntled
supporters preferred to
express themselves by
leaving before the end of
the 1-1 draw with Lens so
as to celebrate the title
outside the Parc des
Princes without the play-
ers. “I don’t understand
those things, because you
win and you lose in foot-
ball,” PSG midfielder
Marco Verratti said.

“We always try, we try
with all our heart. We are
normal people, we can
have failures.”

Since the takeover by
Qatar Sports Investments
in 2011, PSG has been the
most dominant club in
France, winning eight of
the last 10 titles. Only
Monaco in 2017 and Lille
in 2021 were able to dis-
rupt PSG’s triumphal
march. Kylian Mbappe
didn’t have his shooting
boots on against Lens,

but he has been the driv-
ing force behind PSG’s
latest title, leading the
league with 22 goals and
14 assists. The France
striker has arguably been
the most valuable player
at the club and in the
league, outshining team-
mates Lionel Messi and
Neymar.

Messi needed time to
adapt in his first season
in the French league after
two decades in Spain, and
still made a significant

contribution with four
goals and 13 assists.

Neymar faced fitness
issues at the start of the
season then was side-
lined by an ankle injury
for more than two
months. But the Brazil
striker is finishing the
campaign strong, racking
up 11 goals and five as-
sists.

When Mbappe, Messi
or Neymar couldn’t make
the difference, their
teammates stepped up.

PSG’s record-tying 10th French
title has bittersweet taste

Paris Saint-Germain’s French forward Kylian Mbappe
shoots the ball ahead of the French L1 football match
between Paris-Saint Germain (PSG) and Lens (RCL) at
The Parc des Princes Stadium in Paris.

Belgrade, Apr 23 (AP):

Novak Djokovic booked
a place in the Serbia Open
final after overcoming an-
other slow start and Karen
Khachanov 4-6, 6-1, 6-2 on
Saturday. The top-ranked
Serb came back from a set
down for the third consec-

utive match after hard-
fought wins over Miomir
Kecmanovic and Laslo
Djere to reach his third
final at his hometown tour-
nament. The 20-time
Grand Slam champion pre-
viously won the Serbia
Open in 2009 and 2011.
Djokovic, who is bidding

for his first title of the year,
will face Andrey Rublev in
Sunday’s final. The second-
seeded Russian player de-
feated Fabio Fognini 6-2, 6-
2 in the other semifinal.

Djokovic opened his
clay-court season with a
surprising loss to
Alejandro Davidovich
Fokina at the Monte Carlo
Masters last week, his first
match since being elimi-
nated in the quarterfinals
of the Dubai
Championships in
February. Dubai was his
first tournament of the
year after he was barred
from playing at the
Australian Open because
of his unvaccinated status,
which also prevented him
from playing tournaments
in the United States last
month. (AP)

Djokovic to play Rublev
in Serbia Open final

Antalya, Apr 24 (PTI):

India bagged its second
gold medal at the Archery
World Cup Stage 1 as the
recurve mixed team of
Tarundeep Rai and Ridhi
Phor came form behind to
pip Great Britain in the
shoot-off here on Sunday.

Pairing up for the first
time ever, two-time
Olympian Rai and the
young Ridhi trailed twice
0-2 and 2-4 but held their
nerve to close out the tie 5-4
(35-37, 36-33, 39-40, 38-37) (18-
17) enroute their maiden
gold medal. India thus con-
cluded its campaign in the

first event of the calendar
year with two gold medals,
the first coming through
the compound men’s team
of Abhishek Verma, Rajat
Chauhan and Aman Saini
on Saturday. Incidentally

for the 38-year-old Rai, who
won the Asian Games sil-
ver in Guangzhou 2010,
this was his first-ever
mixed team medal in the
World Cup. And for 17-
year-old Ridhi, this was

her first ever World Cup
medal as the duo showed
amazing character to come
back twice and seal the
issue in the shoot-off with
two 9s. The British duo of
Bryony Pitman and Alex

Wise shot 9 and 8. It was a
disastrous start for the
new-look Indian pair as it
shot the red-ring twice (8-8)
to lose the first set by two
points.

But Rai and Ridhi were
able to level the score in
the second set, thanks to
two below-par rounds (7-8)
by the British pair.

The third set was a high-
scoring affair as Rai and
Ridhi shot 39/40, but their
rivals went ahead by a
point, drilling in a perfect
40/40 with two Xs (closest
to the centre) to push the
Indian duo behind once
again. Not ready to give up,
Rai and Ridhi shot two 10s
to put pressure on their ri-
vals, who misfired in the
red ring once, to seal the
match.

World Cup Stage 1: First ever
mixed team triumph for Rai-Ridhi
 India ends 

campaign with two
gold medals

Berlin, Apr 24 (AP):

Bayern Munich com-
pleted a decade of domes-
tic dominance by beating
main rival Borussia
Dortmund 3-1 to seal a
record-extending 10th
consecutive Bundesliga
title.

Goals from Serge
Gnabry, Robert
Lewandowski and Jamal
Musiala sent Bayern an
unassailable 12 points
clear of second-placed
Dortmund with three
games of the season re-
maining.

It was Bayern’s eighth
consecutive league win
over Dortmund, which
hasn’t won a game in
Munich since 2014.

Bayern’s 10th straight
German championship is
a record among Europe’s
top five leagues, eclipsing
the nine Serie A titles in
a row by Juventus from
2012-20.

Bayern’s players cele-
brated with the custom-
ary beer showers. French
defender Benjamin
Pavard was the first to
douse Julian
Nagelsmann with beer
after the coach’s first title
in charge. The 34-year-old
Nagelsmann is the sec-
ond youngest coach to
win the Bundesliga.
Dortmund’s Matthias
Sammer was a few days
younger in 2002. Though
Dortmund had little hope
left of catching the
Bavarian powerhouse,

Marco Rose’s players
wanted to delay their ri-
vals’ title celebrations for
another day. But the visi-
tors were left to rue the
cost of individual mis-
takes and missed oppor-
tunities. Both Rose and
defender Emre Can were
booked toward the end of
the first half as referee
Daniel Siebert reacted to
fraying tempers.
Dortmund started well
but Bayern scored with

its first corner of the
game in the 15th minute
when Leon Goretzka
cushioned the ball back
for Gnabry. The un-
marked Germany for-
ward took it on his thigh
then let fly with a volley
inside the left post.

Erling Haaland missed
a good chance for
Dortmund before Gnabry
had a second goal ruled
out through VAR for off-
side in the 30th.

Bayern Munich wins record
10th consecutive Bundesliga

Bayern
Munich’s
French 

defender
Dayot

Upamecano
plays the ball

during the
German first

division
Bundesliga

match 
between FC

Bayern Munich
vs Borussia
Dortmund in

the stadium in
Munich, 
southern
Germany.

London, Apr 24 (AP):

What might be the final
punch of Tyson Fury’s
controversial boxing ca-
reer smashed into the chin
of Dillian Whyte, sending
him to the canvas and one
of his teeth flying through
the air.

Fury raised his right
hand in celebration, know-
ing there would be no com-
ing back from an uppercut
seemingly felt all around
Wembley Stadium. And
sure enough, there wasn’t.

With a brutal finish in
the last seconds of the
sixth round, Fury defeated
Whyte his fellow Briton
and former sparring part-
ner in front of more than
94,000 fans inside
England’s national soccer

stadium to stay unbeaten
with the 32nd win in his
33-fight professional ca-
reer. And that, the 33-year-
old Fury said, could be it.

“This might be the final

curtain for the Gypsy
King,” Fury said in the
ring, with his WBC and
Ring Magazine belts
around his shoulders.
“What a way to go out.” He

wasn’t quite finished
there. A born entertainer,
Fury gave the biggest ever
capacity for a boxing bout
in Britain a now-familiar
post-fight rendition of Don

McLean’s “American Pie.”
He celebrated with his

team and posed for pic-
tures with kids, wearing
the red-and-white colors of
the flag of England on St.
George’s Day. Fury was
soaking in perhaps his last
moments in a ring after 14
years as a professional.
For his last fight or so he
says he gave a clinic. After
a gripping trilogy with
Deontay Wilder in the
United States, Whyte was
a big step-down for Fury,
who mostly toyed with his
compatriot after sizing
him up in a cagey opening
couple of rounds.

Fury was in control of
the fight without truly ex-
erting himself until the
fifth round, which he dom-
inated.

I’m a legend: Fury retains heavyweight belt in final fight

Mumbai, Apr 24 (PTI):

Virat Kohli is doing
“everything under his con-
trol” and needs a bit of
luck going his way, accord-
ing to Royal Challengers
Bangalore head coach
Sanjay Bangar, who feels
the former India captain
will surely come out of the
prolonged lean patch soon.

On Saturday, Sunrisers
Hyderabad beat RCB by
nine wickets after disman-
tling the star-studded bat-
ting line-up for a mere 68
runs.

Kohli, who hasn’t scored
a hundred in any format
for more than three years
now, has got out to first
ball ducks in successive

games with a familiar pat-
tern of dismissals outside
the off-stump. “He (Kohli)

is somebody who has con-
sistently performed for
RCB. Players go through
these kind of rough patch-
es. He started the season
really well, nearly hit the
winning runs in Pune but
then you have an odd run-
out or the first edge that
finds his bat lands in field-
er’s hands,” Bangar, a long
time India batting coach,
said.

“We have all been
through it, it is a tough
phase for him but he will
come back pretty strong.”

Bangar side-stepped the
issue of Kohli needing a
long break as former na-
tional team head coach
Ravi Shastri feels that he
is “over-cooked”.

Virat is doing everything under his control
but is going through rough patch: Bangar

Stuttgart, Apr 24 (AP):

Top-ranked Iga Swiatek
will play Aryna Sabalenka
in the final of the
Stuttgart Open after both
came through their re-
spective semifinals.

Swiatek stretched her
winning run to 22 matches
as she overcame Liudmila
Samsonova 6-7 (4), 6-4, 7-5
to move into her fourth
final of the season.

Sabalenka, who lost last
year’s final to Ash Barty,
defeated the second-seeded
Paula Badosa 7-6 (5), 6-4.

Swiatek and Sabalenka
have one win against each
other. Sabalenka won at
the WTA Finals last year,
while Swiatek made up for
that on her way to win-
ning the Doha title this
year.

She also won at Indian
Wells and Miami and will
hope to claim her fourth
title of the year in
Sunday’s final.

Swiatek to play Sabalenka
in Stuttgart Open final



India a ‘geocultural’ nation: Shah
Puducherry, Apr 24 (PTI): 

Union Home Minister
Amit Shah on Sunday said
culture was the common
thread binding the citi-
zens of the country across
different regions and once
India is started to be seen
as a "geocultural" country,
all the problems will be
solved automatically.

In his address at the
150th borth anniversary
celebrations of Sri
Aurobindo in this union
territory, Shah heaped
praises on the latter for his
contributions to the coun-
try and said to understand
India, one has to read or
listen to him.

"From Kashmir to
Kanyakumari to Dwaraka
to Bengal, there is one cul-
ture that binds--
Constitution is impor-
tant...country should run
on this. But if there is a
bonding, it is the culture.
The culture is its soul.
This will be understood as
soon as you read Sri

Aurobindo," he said.
Shah further said most

countries came into exis-
tence due to a coalition or
alliance and were there-
fore geopolitical in nature.

"There is one country in
the world that is geocultur-
al that is based on culture
which has no boundaries
and that is our India...and
if one starts to look at
India as a geocultural
country, then all the prob-
lems will be automoatcial-
ly solved," he claimed.

There is no concept of

border in our culture and
the Vedas, Upanishads and
literature there is no men-
tion of a country. "We
work for the wlefare of all,
the world," he said.

Paying rich tributes to
Sri Aurobindo, Shah also
recalled his role in the
country's freedom strug-
gle, including his incarcer-
ation in the Alipore bomb
case and hailed his vision
for the country. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's
decision to celebrate the
75th year of independence

as "Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav" was driven by
the consideration to hon-
our even the unknown
freedom fighters and take
all those involved in the
freedom struggle to the
younger masses and rein-
vigorate a sense patriot-
ism among them. It is also
an effort to inspiring peo-
ple to strive towards mak-
ing India a top country in
all aspects between the
75th and 100th years of in-
dependence, Shah added.

"We may have been born
after independence and
may not be part of the
army and while we could
not sacrifice ourself for
the country, none can stop
us from living for the
country. Today during 75th
year of independence and
150th birth anniversary of
Sri Aurobindo we all
should resolve towards
achieving this," he said.
Shah also recalled
Aurobindo's close associa-
tion with his native state
Gujarat.

Keep bows, arrows at home to deal
with ‘jihadis’: Sakshi Maharaj

Lucknow, Apr 24 (PTI): 

Controversial Bharatiya
Janata Party MP Sakshi
Maharaj on Sunday asked
Hindus to keep bows and
arrows at their home, say-
ing police will not come to
their rescue when a crowd
arrives to carry out
"jihad". He also posted a
picture of a crowd wear-
ing skull caps and holding
sticks on his Facebook
page with the comment.

"If this crowd suddenly
comes to your street or
house, then do you have
any way to save yourself?
If not then make some
arrangement. Police will

not come to
your rescue,
they will hide
somewhere to
save them-
selves," he said
in his
Facebook post.
"Police will
come only
when these
people return
after carrying
out jihad. The matter will
go to an inquiry commit-
tee and it will end there
after sometime. For such
guests, keep a couple of
boxes of cold drink and
some original bows and ar-
rows in every house. Jai

Shri Ram," he
added. When
asked about
the post,
S a k s h i
Maharaj said
he completely
agrees with its
content. The
BJP MP did
not give any di-
rect reply as to
why the post

was needed but said, "Are
Hindus only to take a beat-
ing?" The Unnao MP is
known for making contro-
versial statements. In a
2015 public gathering in
Meerut, he had urged
Hindu women to produce

at least four children to
protect Hinduism in the
country. The same year he
said madrasas are creat-
ing terrorists and encour-
age their students to carry
out "love Jihad", a deroga-
tory term used by right-
wing activists to refer to
the alleged campaign of
Muslims forcing Hindu
girls to convert in the
guise of love.

In 2017, Sakshi Maharaj
raised eyebrows by saying
that the population of the
country is rising because
of those who talk of four
wives and 40 children, ap-
parently targeting the
Muslims.

New Delhi, Apr 24 (PTI): 

The Congress and the
BJP engaged in a war of
words on Sunday over Yes
Bank co-founder Rana
Kapoor's allegation that
he was "forced" to buy an
M F Husain painting
from party leader
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra,
with the Opposition party
calling it "political
vendetta" and the ruling
party accusing the
Gandhi family of being
"extortionists".

Kapoor has told the
Enforcement Directorate
that he was "forced" to
buy the M F Husain paint-

ing from Priyanka
Gandhi and the sale pro-
ceeds were utilised by the
Gandhi family for the
medical treatment of
Congress president Sonia
Gandhi in New York, ac-
cording to the charge
sheet filed by the federal
anti-money laundering
agency in a special court
in Mumbai.

He told the
Enforcement Directorate
(ED) that he was told by
the then petroleum minis-
ter Murli Deora that the
refusal to buy the paint-
ing will not only prevent
him from building a rela-
tionship with the Gandhi

family but also prevent
him from getting the
'Padma Bhushan' award.

Kapoor also told the
agency that Ahmed Patel,
a close confidante of
Sonia Gandhi, had told
him that by supporting
the Gandhi family at an
opportune time for med-
ical treatment of Sonia
Gandhi, "I (Kapoor) had
performed a good deed for
the family and it would be
duly considered for the
'Padma Bhushan' award".

Asked about the allega-
tions at a press confer-
ence, Congress spokesper-
son Abhishek Manu
Singhvi said, "This is ab-

solutely astonishing. I
don't want to use a strong
word, it is absolutely dis-
gusting that a 2010 trans-
action, a person who is be-
hind bars for years, whose
20-30 bail applications
have been rejected, who is
called a crook and a fraud-
ster, makes allegations
about dead people and the
government is jumping
with joy only because it
suits their political angle."

The government wants
to keep the pot boiling for
2022, for a transaction in
2010, when neither Murli
Deora is here to deny it
nor Ahmed Patel is here
to deny, Singhvi said.

MP sends 2,000 chicks of 
protein-rich ‘Kadaknath’ breed

Jhabua, Apr 24 (PTI): 

A cooperative based
here in Madhya Pradesh
has sent 2,000 chicks of
the famous protein-rich
'Kadaknath' breed to a
farm at Ranchi in
Jharkhand following an
order placed by former
India captain Mahendra
Singh Dhoni, an official
said on Sunday.

The black Kadaknath
chicken meat from
Jhabua district of MP got
the Geographical
Indication (GI) tag in 2018
after a legal battle with
Chhattisgarh. The tag de-

notes that the product
comes from a particular
geographical area, and
often enhances its com-
mercial value.

This chicken, its eggs
and meat are sold at a
higher rate than the other
breeds. Jhabua Collector
Somesh Mishra told PTI
that 2,000 'Kadaknath'
chicks ordered by Dhoni
from a local cooperative
were on Friday sent in a
vehicle to Ranchi, the
cricketer's home town.

"It is a welcome step
that a popular personality
like Dhoni has shown in-
terest in the Kadaknath
chicken variety. Anyone
can order these hatchlings
through the online mode,
which will benefit tribal
people (breeding this

chicken) in the district,"
Mishra said.

Jhabua's Krishi Vigyan
Kendra chief Dr I S Tomar
said Dhoni had placed the
order sometime back, but
the chicks could not be
supplied that time due to
the outbreak of bird flu.

Dhoni had placed the
order with Vinod Meda,
who runs the cooperative
organisation associated
with the production of
Kadaknath in Rundipada
village of Jhabua.

All 2,000 Kadaknath
chicks sent to Ranchi are
vaccinated, Meda told PTI,
adding that Dhoni's man-
ager had told him to en-
sure the delivery as a facil-
ity for rearing chicks has
been developed at the
cricketer's farm house.

PM receives Lata Deenanath
Mangeshkar award

Mumbai, Apr 24 (PTI): 

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Sunday received
the first Lata Deenanath
Mangeshkar award named
after the legendary singer,
and dedicated it to all
Indians. Lata Didi was like
my elder sister, Modi said,
accepting the award, insti-
tuted in the memory of the
iconic singer, who died at 92
on February 6 this year.

"Lata Didi, apart from
being the queen of melody,
was my elder sister. She
taught generations the lan-
guage of love and compas-
sion. I feel fortunate that
she loved me like an elder
sister. After many decades,

this will be the
first Rakhi
when Didi
won't be here,"
Modi said in his
award accept-
ance speech. He
said Lata
Mangeshkar's
voice en-
thralled the au-
dience for over
80 years, from
the era of
"gramophone,
CD, DVD, pen
drive, digital
music to apps". "The jour-
ney of songs and the world
ran through the journey of
Lata Didi, who gave voice to
five generations of actors

and made India
proud. Her jour-
ney on this
planet came to
an end at a time
when our coun-
try is celebrat-
ing Azadi Ka
A m r i t
Mahotsav.

"She gave
voice to India,
even before its
Independence.
The 75-year
journey of the
country was al-

ways tied to her 'sur'. Our
entire nation is grateful to
the contribution of the
Mangeshkar family to-
wards the country. Apart

from singing, the passion of
'rashtra bhakti' that was
within her, was due to her
father," PM Modi said.

Modi received the award
on Sunday, which marked
the 80th death anniversary
of Master Deenanath
Mangeshkar, the singing
legend's father. The Lata
Deenanath Mangeshkar
Puraskar will be given
every year to an individual
who has made "path-break-
ing, spectacular and exem-
plary" contribution to the
nation, its people and socie-
ty, according to the Master
Deenanath Mangeshkar
Smruti Pratishthan
Charitable Trust, which has
instituted the award.

To Dhoni’s
Ranchi farm
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Deenanath Mangeshkar
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Union Railways Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw participates in a yoga session, ahead of International Yoga Day, in Delhi, Sunday.

YOGA SESSION

Pavement dwellers carry drinking water on the city street on a hot summer day in Kolkata, Sunday.

WATER CRISIS

Lata Didi was like my elder sisterAlms-seeking
elderly woman

donates Rs 1 lakh
to temple

Mangaluru, Apr 24
(PTI): An 80-year-old
woman, who has been
seeking alms at the en-
trance of temples in
Dakshina Kannada
and Udupi districts of
Karnataka, has donat-
ed Rs 1 lakh to the
Rajarajeshwari temple
near here, temple au-
thorities said.

Ashwathamma, who
belongs to
Kanchagodu village
near Gangolli in
Kundapur taluk of
Udupi district, has
been begging near var-
ious temples after the
death of her husband
18 years back.

The woman used
only a small portion of
her savings for her per-
sonal expenses and the
balance was deposited
in a bank to be used for
donations to temples
and charity.

She had collected Rs
1 lakh through begging
for about a month in
front of the
Rajarajeshwari temple
during its annual festi-
val and the money was
donated to the temple.
She handed over the
money to the temple
trustees on Friday for
the 'annadana' (mass
feeding) programme of
the temple.
Ashwathamma said
she was returning the
money she'd received
from the people back
to society as she want-
ed no one to go hungry.

A devotee of Lord
Ayyappa, she had
given annadana at the
Sabarimala temple in
Kerala and other tem-
ples in Karnataka. She
had generously donat-
ed to orphanages in
Dakshina Kannada
and Udupi districts,
too.

‘Vendors cannot occupy
site round the clock’

New Delhi, Apr 24 (PTI): 

A vendor has no
right to occupy the place of
vending and keep his arti-
cles there round the clock,
and they should leave with
all belongings after vend-
ing hours are over, the
Delhi High Court has said.

A bench of acting Chief
Justice Vipin Sanghi, deal-
ing with an application by a
set of street vendors from
the Okhla Industrial Area
seeking to be made parties
to the proceedings concern-
ing the removal of en-
croachment there, said a
certificate of vending only
entitles the street vendor to
vend in terms of the condi-
tions on which the licence
is granted and they can
therefore use the allotted
site only during the hours
provided for in the vending
licence. "The vendor has no
right to occupy the place of

vending round the clock
and to keep his/her articles
at the place of vending con-
tinuously. He could only
come to the vending site al-
lotted to him during the
hours of vending which is
permitted under the terms
of the licence, and he
should leave the place at
the end of such hours, with
all his belongings and
goods," the bench, also com-
prising Justice Navin
Chawla, said. In the appli-
cation, the applicants
claimed that on account of
the court's order passed last
month in which it directed
the removal of encroach-
ments, they would be up-
rooted from their place of
vending and hence, sought
a direction to restrain the
action. The court opined
that the application was
without any merit and dis-
missed it while observing
that it has only directed the

removal of encroachment
in the area, and the vendors
claimed to be in possession
of certificates of vending
issued by the authorities.

"This application has
been moved by a set of
street vendors who claim
that they have been issued
certificates of vending by
the corporation.. Vide our
order dated 24.03.2022, we
have only directed removal
of encroachments in the
area. A certificate of vend-
ing only entitles the street
vendor to vend in terms of
the conditions on which the
licence is granted," the
court stated. On March 24,
the court had directed the
South Delhi Municipal
Corporation (SDMC) and
other authorities con-
cerned to take action to re-
move unauthorised con-
struction and encroach-
ment on public land in the
Okhla Industrial Area.
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Cong, BJP trade barbs over Yes Bank
co-founder’s painting allegation



Fire 
Kolkata: A major fire
broke out at a garage in
central Kolkata’s Tangra
area on Sunday after-
noon, officials said. Eight
fire tenders were working
to douse the blaze at the
garage on Christopher
Road which was used as
a godown, they said. No
one was injured in the
blaze that broke out
around 3 pm, they added.

Stolen
NNiiwwaarrii:: A sniffer dog of
Madhya Pradesh police
was stolen from tourist
town Orchha, police said
on Sunday. The canine
was taken away by four
persons travelling in an
SUV from the backside of
a temple after it ran away
in panic due to the burst-
ing of firecrackers from
its handler, an official
said quoting the com-
plaint. Orchha police sta-
tion in-charge Abhay
Pratap Singh said a com-
plaint was received and
the dog, a German
Shepherd, will be 
recovered soon.

Derail
CChheennnnaaii::  A local train
derailed at the Beach sta-
tion here on Sunday but
there was no casualty,
Railway sources said. The
empty Electric Multiple
Unit (EMU) was being
moved from the yard to
the platform and was like-
ly to be proceeding on the
busy Beach-Tambaram
route, Southern Railway
sources said. “While plac-
ing an empty EMU rake
from shed line to Platform
1, the rake had overshot
the buffer end of the 
platform and damaged

Platform 1. 

Encounter
SSrriinnaaggaarr::  Two militants
were killed in an
encounter with security
forces in Jammu and
Kashmir’s Pulwama dis-
trict on Sunday, police
said. Based on specific
inputs about the presence
of militants in the Pahoo
area of Pulwama in south
Kashmir, security forces
launched a search opera-
tion there, a police offi-
cial said. He said the
search operation turned
into an encounter after
the militants fired upon
the security personnel,
who retaliated.

Diffuse
CChhaannddiiggaarrhh::  A team of
the National Security
Guard on Sunday diffused
an explosive device found
in a bag near the bound-
ary wall of the high-secu-
rity Burail jail here, said
police. A bag containing a
box, detonator, some
burnt wires and the
explosive device was
found near the boundary
wall of the Burail jail here
on Saturday evening.
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President of the European
Commission Ursula Von Der

Leyen plants a sapling at
TERI, in Gurugram, Sunday.

Palli (JK), Apr 24 (PTI): 

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Sunday
said Jammu and Kashmir
is presenting a new exam-
ple of “democracy and de-
termination” as numerous
development initiatives
were undertaken in the
last two to three years.

Visiting Jammu and
Kashmir for the first time
since the abrogation of
Article 370 in August 2019,
he also said that Rs 38,000
crore of private invest-
ment has come to the
union territory (UT) in the
last two years, besides it

witnessing a heavy flow of
tourists. Modi was speak-
ing in Palli village in
Samba district, around 17
km from Jammu, on the
occasion of National
Panchayati Raj Day. The
speech was relayed to all
gram panchayats across
the country. The prime
minister also inaugurated
and laid foundation stones
for multiple development
initiatives worth Rs 20,000
crore for Jammu and
Kashmir. Modi said that
his government has imple-
mented as many as 175
central laws and the
Panchayati Raj system for

the UT’s people who were
“deprived” of these bene-
fits when Jammu and
Kashmir had special sta-
tus under Article 370.

Jammu and Kashmir is
presenting a new example
of democracy and deter-
mination as numerous de-
velopment initiatives were
undertaken in the last two
to three years, he said.

Modi also expressed
happiness that it was for
the first time that elections
for the three-tier
Panchayati Raj system
were conducted peacefully
sometime back in Jammu
and Kashmir. The last two

to three years have seen a
lot of development initia-
tives being undertaken in
Jammu and Kashmir and
about 175 central laws
were implemented here
that gave due rights to the
people of the UT, he said.

“The Panchayati Raj
system being a good
scheme..it was tom-
tommed, people felt proud
about it, which was not
wrong. But people of
Jammu and Kashmir were
deprived from the benefits
of this system...until our
government came to
power in Delhi,” Modi
said.

‘J-K presenting new
example of democracy’ New Delhi, Apr 24 (PTI): 

With several festivals
coming up, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
on Sunday urged people
to stay alert of the coron-
avirus and continue to
follow Covid-appropriate
behaviour such as wear-
ing masks and washing
hands. In his monthly
Mann Ki Baat radio
broadcast, Modi said that
in the coming days the
festival of Eid, Akshaya
Tritiya, birth anniver-
sary of Bhagwan
Parashuram and
Vaishakh Budh Purnima
will be celebrated. “All

these festivals are festi-
vals of restraint, purity,
charity and harmony.
Advance greetings to all
of you on the occasion of
these festivals. Celebrate
these festivals with great
gaiety and harmony,”
Modi said. “In the midst
of all this, you also have
to be alert of corona
(virus). Wearing a mask,
washing hands at regular
intervals, whatever are
the necessary measures
for prevention, keep fol-
lowing them,” the prime
minister stressed. Modi
will hold a meeting with
chief ministers on the
emerging COVID-19 situ-

ation in the country on
Wednesday through
video conference, official
sources had said on
Saturday. Union Health
Secretary Rajesh
Bhushan will make a
presentation on the mat-
ter, they said. With 2,593
new coronavirus infec-
tions being reported in a
day, India’s total tally of
cases rose to 4,30,57,545,
while the active cases in-
creased to 15,873, accord-
ing to Union health min-
istry data updated on
Sunday. The death toll
climbed to 5,22,193 with 44
fresh fatalities, the data
updated at 8 am stated.

PM to people

‘Stay alert, keep following
Covid-appropriate behaviour’

Kolkata, Apr 24 (PTI):
Justice Indira
Banerjee of the
Supreme Court on
Sunday described
right to healthcare as
a basic human right,

while inaugurating a
telemedicine centre in
Kolkata.

The telemedicine con-
sultation centre in
Kolkata’s Elliot Road, the
first Teladoc clinic in
India, will be operated by
Meenakshi Mission
Hospital of Madurai.

“Right to healthcare is a
basic human right and I
hope that people of West
Bengal and the neighbour-
ing states will benefit by
the starting of Teladoc

here in Kolkata,” Justice
Banerjee said.

Teladoc is considered
the world’s most advanced
telemedicine platform,
and the Kolkata centre is
its seventh globally, an offi-
cial of the hospital said.

Justice Banerjee said
that during the pandemic,
there has been a spurt in

the use of computers and
even the courts had to
function virtually.

She said that as Chief
Justice of the Madras
High Court, she had to go
to Madurai once a month
as the high court has a
bench in the southern
Tamil Nadu city.

Justice Banerjee said
that in Madurai, she had
the opportunity to visit the
hospital’s children’s can-
cer section and had got en-
gulfed in emotion.

“But the treatment that
was being meted out was
indeed impressive, the
hospital was neat and
clean, the doctors had a
humane approach,” she
said.
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‘Right to healthcare a basic human right’

Justice Indira Banerjee

Korba, Apr 24: Two chil-
dren drowned in a village
pond in Korba district
while bathing, police said
on Sunday. The incident
took place on Saturday af-
ternoon in Polmi village
and the deceased have
been identified as Gaurav
Kerketta (6) and Shiv
Kerketta (4), a Pali police
station official said. “After
the children did not return
home for a long time, their
parents mounted a search
and found their clothes
near the pond. Their bod-
ies were found inside the
water-body soon after. It
seems they entered the
water for a bath and

drowned,” he said. Pali
Tanakhar Congress MLA
Mohit Ram Kerketta, who
belongs to Polmi village,
gave Rs 20,000 as aid to the
kin and promised Rs 4 lakh
from the chief minister’s
relief fund after complet-
ing of further formalities.

Two children 
drown in village pond 

About the incident
The incident took place on
Saturday afternoon in Polmi village
and the deceased have been identi-
fied as Gaurav Kerketta (6) and
Shiv Kerketta (4).After the children
did not return home for a long time,
their parents mounted a search and
found their clothes near the pond.
Their bodies were found inside the
water-body soon after. 

MMaatthhuurraa  ((UUPP)),,  AApprr  2244  ((PPTTII))::
Nayati Healthcare chairperson
Niira Radia and seven others
have been booked for alleged
negligence in treating a COVID-
19 patient who died after being
discharged from the hospital
here, police said on Sunday.
The FIR was registered after
Bhagwati Verma, a resident of
Krishnanagar area, accused the
Neyati Medicity hospital man-
agement of negligence in the
treatment of her husband and
not following Covid guidelines.
According to a complaint filed
by the woman at the Jaint
police station, the hospital dis-
charged the patient without
any prior information. She fur-
ther alleged that her husband

contracted the coronavirus
infection last year and was
admitted to Nayati Hospital on
May 10, 2021. She said her hus-
band was discharged on May 15
and later died. The woman also
claimed that the hospital fraud-
ulently took more than Rs 1.90
lakh from them as treatment
expense. Police said the FIR
was registered against Niira
Radia, hospital director
Narendra Singh, Senior
Accounts Officer Sunil,
Accounts Officer Balkishan
Chaturvedi, Finance Director
Yatish Behl, Finance Controller
Hemant Java, and Chandan
Singh and Sagar Tuteja under
sections of the Indian Penal
Code.

Niira Radia booked for ‘negligence’
in treating Covid patient

New Delhi, Apr 24 (PTI):

The Serum Institute of
India has urged the Centre
to use the available 10
crore doses of Covishield
offered free of cost by
GAVI under COVAX facili-
ty in view of rising
COVID-19 cases in the
country, an official source
said. The Pune-based firm
has written to the
Ministry of Health and
Family Welfare (MoHF)
that if these 10 crore free
doses of Covishield are
not taken by the Indian
government timely, it will
lead to wastage of the life
saving vaccines amid the
pandemic outbreak.

In a letter to the min-
istry, Prakash Kumar
Singh, Director,
Government and
Regulatory Affairs at SII,
is learnt to have stated
that the firm has already
supplied 14 crore doses of

Covishield to the
Government of India (GoI)
through UNICEF under
“COVAX” facility of GAVI
free of cost. Apart from
these 14 crore doses, GAVI
has also offered 10 crore
doses of Covishield free of
cost to Gol under COVAX
facility, the source said.

“As Covid cases are ris-
ing again in our country,
using this immediately
available 10 crore free of
cost Covishield vaccine
doses by GAVI for our citi-
zens at the earliest would
be beneficial in controlling
the upsurge of COVID-19.
This will play a crucial
role in taking forward the
world’s largest vaccina-
tion drive under visionary
leadership of our Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
Ji towards its successful
completion,” Singh is
learnt to have stated. The
cumulative COVID-19 vac-
cine doses administered in

the country has so far ex-
ceeded 187.67 crore. India
had on April 10 began ad-
ministering precaution
doses of COVID-19 vac-
cines to all aged above 18
years at private vaccina-
tion centres.

All those above the age
of 18 who have completed
nine months after the ad-
ministration of the second
dose are eligible for the
precaution dose.

The countrywide vacci-
nation drive was rolled out
on January 16 last year
with healthcare workers
getting inoculated in the
first phase. Vaccination of
frontline workers started
from February 2 last year.

The next phase of
COVID-19 vaccination
commenced on March 1
last year for people over 60
years of age and those
aged 45 and above with
specified comorbid condi-
tions.

SII to Centre 

Use 10 cr Covishield doses offered free
of cost by GAVI amid rising cases

Guwahati,Apr 24 (PTI):
The BJP-AGP al-
liance swept the
Guwahati Municipal

Corporation (GMC) polls
on Sunday, bagging 58 out
of the total 60 wards, while
the main opposition party
Congress drew a blank.

The other two wards
were won one each by the
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
and the Assam Jatiya
Parishad (AJP), the
Assam State Election
Commission said in a re-
lease.

The BJP won in 52
wards, including three un-
contested candidates,
while its ally Asom Gana
Parishad (AGP) clinched
six wards.

Altogether, 52.80 per
cent voter turnout was
registered with EVMs
used for voting in all
polling stations for the
first time in GMC elec-
tions. As many as 197 can-
didates were in fray.

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and
Assam Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma
lauded BJP workers for
the resounding victory
and thanked people of the
state for the massive man-
date.

Thank you Guwahati!
The people of this lovely
city have given a resound-
ing mandate to
@BJP4Assam to build on
the agenda of develop-
ment. They have also
blessed the hardwork of
the state government
under CM @hi-
mantabiswa. My gratitude
to every BJP Karyakarta
for the hardwork, Modi
tweeted.

Sharing the PM’s tweet
on his official handle on
the micro-blogging site,
Sarma wrote: We’re im-
mensely grateful to you
Adarniya Pradhan Mantri
ji for your good wishes and
blessings.
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Y BJP-AGP combine 
sweeps GMC polls

Cong draws blank

Lakhimpur incident

Ashish Mishra
surrenders, 

sent back to jail
LLaakkhhiimmppuurr:: Union Minister Ajay
Mishra’s son Ashish Mishra on
Sunday surrendered at a local
court here, days after the SC
cancelled his bail in the
Lakhimpur Kheri violence case.
“Ashish has surrendered in the
court. We were given a week’s
time but as Monday was the last
day, he surrendered a day
ahead,” Ashish’s counsel
Awadesh Singh told PTI. Jail
Superintendent PP Singh said
Ashish will be kept in a separate
barrack in the jail due to security
reasons. The Supreme Court had
on April 18 cancelled the bail
granted to Ashish Mishra and
asked him to surrender in a
week. Eight people were killed in
Lakhimpur Kheri during the vio-
lence that erupted when farmers
were protesting against Uttar
Pradesh Deputy Chief Minister
Keshav Prasad Maurya’s visit to
the area on October 3 last year.
The dead included four farmers
and a journalist, who were
mowed down allegedly by cars
carrying BJP workers.



Usha Chaudhary
BB hh ii ll aa ii ::
A h m a d a b a d ,
Gujarat resident
Usha Chaudhary
left for heavenly
abode at the age
of 60 years on

April 23. She was the elder sister
of Senior Corporator Bashisth
Narayan Mishra and Swaroop
Narayan Mishra. Last rites of the
mortal remains were performed at
Ahmadabad, Gujarat on April 24.

OBITUARY
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BIT's Hack Club organises ‘Microsoft
Azure Series: Roadmap to DevOps’

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  AApprr  2244::  Hack Club Bhilai
Institute of Technology Durg or-
ganized "Microsoft Azure Series:
Roadmap to DevOps" on April 21
and 22 in the campus of BIT
Durg. Four sessions were con-
ducted in this programme. The
first session was on basic intro-
duction to Cloud Computing,
second session included Azure
basics, third session was intro-
duction to DevOps followed by
Introduction to Docker and
Containers in the fourth session.
The first speaker Sonal Jain,
Azure Dev Lead, spoke about
cloud computing uses, service
models, deployment models,
major cloud providers and cloud
computing myths. The second
speaker Kartikey Rawat, Azure
Dev Lead, covered the topics of
Microsoft Azure, working, azure
portal, tour of azure services and
building of static app. On the
second day, third and fourth ses-

sions were conducted. The third
session was conducted by Khalid
Khan, Azure Dev Lead who ex-
plained DevOps, DevOps stages
and tools, and use cases. The
speaker for the last session was
Abhishek Agrawal who explained
Dockers and Containers. A fun
and interesting quiz was also
conducted at the end of every
session. This event was conduct-
ed under the able guidance of Dr
Sunita Soni , HOD (Department
of Computer Science), and
Assistant Professor Chaitali
Choudhary (Department of
Computer Science). The event
was a grand success with the

support and guidance of faculty
members and student volunteers
- Dheeraj Ghosh (Hack Club
Lead), Suryansh Bisen, Vinayak
Rawat, Anubhav Agrawal, Rahul
Kesharwani, Sanskriti Harmukh,
Ritwik Kundu, Hansaj Sharma,
Dewansh Thakur, Atulya Singh,
Sanskar Dwivedi, Aditi Dwivedi,
Dhriti Nishad, Arsh Chandrakar,
Harshjot Singh Kambo, Khalid
Khan, Sonal Jain. The authorities
of BIT Durg, Director Dr Arun
Arora, Principal Dr MK Gupta and
Vice Principal Dr Manisha
Sharma praised the event and its
organizing team for an informa-
tive event.

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  AApprr  2244:: SAIL-Bhilai Steel Plant
that produces high strength TMT Bars
with earthquake and corrosion resist-
ant properties for use in big projects of
national importance including dams,
bridges, flyovers, expressway, tunnels
etc has recently been supplying TMT
Bars for use in Mumbai-Ahmedabad
High Speed Rail Corridor project. 

Construction activity in Gujarat
section of the project has picked up
pace in recent months. With three
rakes of TMT 32 Bars despatched to
Ahmedabad in recent days, more than
65,000 Tonnes of TMT Bars in 500D
grade of different dimensions has so
far been supplied for India's first
under-construction high-speed rail
line project.  The 508 kilometre long
network will pass through Mumbai,
Thane, and Palghar in Maharashtra;
and Valsad, Navsari, Surat, Bharuch,
Vadodara, Anand, Kheda, and
Ahmedabad in Gujarat. The bullet
train will cover a distance of 508 km in
2 hours and 7 minutes with a maxi-
mum operational speed of 320 km/hr.
The MAHSR project is being executed

by the National High Speed Rail
Corporation Ltd. Larsen & Toubro - IHI
Infrastructure Systems Consortium
that will fabricate & transport 28 steel
truss bridges.  SAIL-Bhilai's TMT Bars
are being used in construction of piers
and girders of the High Speed Rail
Corridor project that will support the
load-bearing capacity of the steel
bridges that are being fabricated for
laying the bullet train rail corridor.
TMT Bars of different dimensions in-
cluding 8 millimetre, 10mm, 12 mm,
16 mm, 20 mm, 25 mm and 32 mm
have been supplied from SAIL-BSP. Of
these 25 mm and 32 mm have been
rolled out in the Plant's Merchant Mill
and the rest from the Plant's Modex

unit, Bar & Rod Mill. Products from
Bhilai's Modex unit, Bar & Rod Mill
have reached various corners of the
country like Nagpur, Visakhapatnam,
Ahmedabad, Hyderabad, Ghaziabad
and Jaipur. The superior product quali-
ty of products, with negative tolerance
and consistent mechanical properties
and good weldability produced as per
IS-1786 norms, has been widely ap-
preciated by customers of SAIL-Bhilai.
The Plant's Merchant Mill on the other
hand has been rolling out exactly what
customers of this highly competitive
section of the market are demanding
today - steel with the right chemistry
for big power and irrigation projects
and highrise buildings coming up in

seismic and corrosion prone areas. All
the TMT bars and rods that the Plant's
Merchant Mill rolls out are in Fe 500
grade with earthquake-resistant prop-
erties. Additionally, HCR or high-cor-
rosion resistant properties are also
provided to meet customer needs.
While Merchant Mill's entire TMT pro-
duction is of EQR variety, more sec-
tions have been added and corrosion-
resistant variety of TMT EQR Rebar is
being produced. It is worth mention-
ing that all TMT products from Bhilai
Steel Plant are now being bar-coded
before despatch so that upon scan-
ning the barcode, the customer gets
to know detailed information about
the product.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Apr 24: To exalt
the spirit of inspiration
and aspiration, Sri
Sankara Vidyalaya, Sector -
X organized a blessing cere-
mony for class X and XII on
April 23, 2022 in the school.
The atrium was decorated
with colourful balloons and
vibrant coloured buntings.
Students of class X and XII
were welcomed in a tradi-
tional manner by applying
'tilak'. The programme

started with the lighting of
the ceremonial lamp and
garlanding the portraits of
Goddess Saraswati and
Sankaracharya Jayendra
Saraswathi Swamigal by S
Swaminathan, Secretary,
SSES, Bipin Deshmukh,
Principal SSV and student
representatives. Harish
Chandra Chattwani, Vice-
Principal, Shobha Nair and
S Usha, Headmist-resses,
were also present on the oc-
casion.

The atmosphere was

overwhelmed with nostal-
gic feelings when class X
and XII students, Astha
Jha, Aryan Pandya, Rashi
Sengar and Kamya
Hirwani, in their speech
expressed their deep affec-
tion and gratitude to the
teachers for their guidance
and for being their men-
tors all through. Manisha
Sinha (TGT, Maths) and
Vidya Satheesh (PGT,
Physics) guided the stu-
dents to perform their best
and encouraged and moti-

vated them to come out
with flying colours. S
Swaminathan, Secretary,
SSES, was elated to see the
students back in school
and blessed them for their
bright future. Bipin
Deshmukh, Principal,
showered his blessings and
motivated the students to
be sincere, honest and fo-
cused in life.

Motivational and inspi-
rational songs were pre-
sented by the students of
IX and XI guided by
Vandana Mishra and
Devyani Dindal. The stage
for the function was beau-
tified by Safiya Banu and
Meeta Shukla. Admit
cards and 'Prasad' were
distributed to the board ex-
aminees. The programme
was ably conducted by
Anita Verma and Geeta
Dileep. The function came
to an end with the national
anthem.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Apr 24: DAV
Public School Hudco or-
ganized a blessing ceremo-
ny for the students study-
ing in secondary and high-
er secondary classes with
warm wishes of unprece-
dented success in the up-
coming CBSE examina-
tion. Prashant Kumar
(ARO, DAV, Chhattisgarh

Zone A and Principal, DAV
Hudco, Bhilai) graced the
occasion.

The ceremony began
with the recitation of
Vedic hymns and swasti-
vachan. Yasha Havan and
rituals were performed by
Yashacharya. Yauahutis
were given by the school
students. Prashant Kumar
performed the Mastak
Abhisheka with Ashish

Pushpavarshan to wel-
come all the students.

While addressing the
ceremony, Prashant
Kumar with the gusto of
the chief guest said,
"Examination is a festival
for the students and they
must actively participate
in it. Examination tests
the talent of the talented.
It instills confidence.

Perseverance and ab-

solute dedication towards
the goal is the road to
achieve success. Students
should adhere to this high-
way and show their
unique talent".

The blessing ceremony
concluded with Vedic
Shanti recitation.
Teachers made a remark-
able contribution in the ef-
ficient accomplishment of
the ceremony.

Orientation programme held at MTCN

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Apr 24: Mother
Teresa College of Nursing,
Kumhari organized an orien-
tation program for 1st year
BSc nursing students on
April 20 and 21. Director
Chandrakanth was given a

warm welcome by the MTCN
family. At the outset, the pro-
gram began with a welcome
address by Assistant
Professor Alish. Vice
Principal Ravidisha threw
light on the History of
Nursing. Professor Varnish
explained the scope of nurs-

ing to the students. Dr D
Kalaichelvi, Principal, orient-
ed the staff and students
about the new INC syllabus.
Students introduced them-
selves and narrated the rea-
sons for choosing the Nursing
profession. Program ended
with a vote of thanks.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Apr 24:
Responding to the appeal of
Mayor Neeraj Pal and
Commissioner Prakash
Sarve, many animal lovers,
Gau Sevaks and social or-
ganizations are coming for-
ward to donate green fod-
der and other eatables for
cattle at Urban Gauthan of

Bhilai Municipal
Corporation. The visitors
are impressed with various
activities being conducted
at the Gauthan. They are
volunteering to serve the
cows at Gauthan. The peo-
ple are donating fodder on
the birthdays of their par-
ents and religious leaders.

A special variety of
Napier grass has been

grown in a large area of
Gauthan which is being
used as fodder. Despite this,
there is a requirement of
more green fodder, bran,
chopped paddy straw and
jaggery for feeding the cat-
tle. Recently, the women of
Jain Parshwa Mandal do-
nated 3 quintals of chopped
paddy straws, 2 sacks of
bran and 10 kg jaggery.

Gausevak Sushil Agarwal
donated 1050 kg gourd.
Earlier, Chandan Sao do-
nated 500 kg gourd and 250
kg pumpkin to Gauthan as
green fodder on the birth-
day of his Religious Guru.

Gausevak Bharti
Chandrakar provided 7200
kg chopped paddy straw,
Aradhan Chandrakar have
300 kg paddy straw, and Dr

PB Deshmukh donated 50
kg bran and 2 bags of
chopped paddy straws,
Sushil Agarwal of Durg
gave 2000 kg gourd, 210 kg
cucumber and 500 Kg ba-
nana to Gauthan.

Many people have be-
come a part of Gauthan
and are visiting here regu-
larly to provide fodder for
cattle. Rekha Baghel of the
SHG which works at
Gauthan informed that
Napier grass is given as fod-
der to the cattle.

At the same time,
berseem grass and
sorghum are also provided
to the cows from time to
time. BMC Commissioner
Prakash Surve has ap-
pealed to the denizens and
social organizations to
come forward and donate
green fodder, bran, paddy
straw etc on the auspicious
occasions.

Mother, son arrested for theft
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Apr 24: Police
have arrested a ruffian on
charges of committing
theft at a locked house. His
mother was also arrested
for concealing the stolen
money. CSP Jitendra Yadav
informed that one
Akhilesh Mishra of
Kasarideeh Durg had
lodged a complaint at
Padmanabhpur Chowki on
April 24 regarding theft at
his home.

There was some reli-
gious ritual at his home on
April 14 morning. On the
same evening, the family
with relatives had gone to a
restaurant for dinner. The
house was locked from
19:15 hrs to 00:15 hrs. When
they returned back, they
found that the main gate
was locked but the bolt of
the main door was broken.
Akhilesh went to his office
room in the house and
found that Rs 6.5 lakh cash
was missing from the

drawer.
On instructions of SSP

Badri Narayan Meena, the
Padmanabhpur Police
team led by Vaibhav
Banker (Probationary IPS)
with support of Cyber Cell
launched investigations.
The suspects were rounded
up and quizzed. Acting on
a tip off, Police took a ruffi-
an into custody and during
interrogation, he confessed
to have committed the
theft.

The accused Deepak

alias Vicky Bharti (25) son
of Harish Bharti a resident
of Kelabadi, Durg con-
fessed to have trespassed
into the house of Akhilesh
Mishra on the intervening
night of April 14-15. The ac-
cused burgled the silver
utensils from the pooja
room as well as Rs 6.5 lakh
cash from the drawer.

Police recovered Rs 1.40
lakh cash and silver plate
from the possession of the
accused. He further in-
formed that he had given

some cash to his mother
for hiding it at some place.
Police recovered Rs 65000
cash from his mother iden-
tified as Lata Bharti. She
has been booked under the
provisions mentioned in
section 414, 34 of IPC. The
accused Deepak Bharti
was booked under the pro-
visions mentioned in sec-
tion 457, 38 of IPC. Stolen
booty worth Rs 2.05 lakh
was recovered from them.

Padmanabhpur SHO
Vaibhav Banker
(Probationary IPS), Sub
Inspector Dharam
Mandavi, Sub Inspector
Chitra Lekha Sharma,
Head Constable Shiv
Kumar Dubey, Chandra
Shekhar Banjir and Civil
Team members Constable
Javed Khan, Pradeep
Thakur, Kishore Soni,
Dheerendra Yadav,
Tileshwar Rathore, Chitra
Sen Sahu, Balmukund
Sahu, and Farukh Khan
played a vital role in arrest-
ing the accused.

Agitating workers of CCM
Medical College meet MLA Bhilai 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Apr 24: The re-
trenched workers of
Chandulal Chandrakar
Memorial Medical
College, who are agitating
for the last seven months
for their job, paid a visit to
Bhilai Nagar MLA
Devendra Yadav at his res-
idence in Sector 5.

The aggrieved workers,
who were retrenched after
the government acquisi-
tion of the college, shared
their problems with the
MLA and informed him
that they are struggling
for their job for the last
seven months.

Discussion was held in a
cordial atmosphere.
Devendra assured them to
arrange a meeting with
the Chief Minister as soon
as possible. The agitating
workers further apprised
the MLA about the deploy-

ment of heavy police force
at their dharna spot. They
asserted that their move-
ment has always been
democratic and they re-
spect law and order.

Few days ago, they tried
to take out a bike rally,
which was intercepted by
police at the pandal itself.
In protest, the agitators
laid down on the road in
the scorching sun.

They informed that
about 100 employees, who
were working since 2013,
were retrenched from the
institution. They have
been struggling for the last
seven months demanding
their merger as govern-
ment employees in the col-
lege.

Jan Swasthya
Karmachari Union
President Kaladas

Daharia also spoke about
various issues. Dhanush
Kumar Sahu, Devraj Sahu,
Anita Sahu, Sumit
Parganiha, Shyam Sundar,
Sheela Sahu, Rupesh,
Dulichand, Leela
Devangan, Lalit Patnaik,
Hublal Sahu, Mahendra
Patel, Vikas Sharma,
Mohini Yadav, Lokeshwari
and other retrenched
workers were present.

Animal lovers donate fodder at Urban Gauthan

Blessing Ceremony  held at DAV Hudco Blessing Ceremony held at SSV-X

BSP supplying large volumes of TMT 
Bars for high speed rail corridor project

Summer Coaching 
SCamp to be organised for
Schoolchildren in Sports 

BBhhiillaaii,,  AApprr  2244:: Like in previous years,
SAIL-Bhilai Steel Plant's Sports,
Culture & Civic Amenities Dept would
be organising Summer Coaching
Camp for schoolchildren in as many
as 22 games at different venues from
May 06 to June 09, 2022. The games
in which coaching would be provided
to schoolchildren by BSP coaches in
sports complexes, schools, and other
playing grounds include athletics,
badminton, ball badminton, basket-
ball, boxing, chess, cricket, football,
handball, hockey, judo, karate, tennis,
table tennis, volleyball, yoga, kho-
kho, kabaddi, powerlifting, cycle
polo, gymnastics and fencing.
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Governor participates in the 400th Prakash
Parv celebrations of Guru Tegh Bahadur

Raipur, Apr 24: Governor
Ms. Anusuiya Uikey at-
tended the function organ-
ized on the occasion of
400th Prakash Parv of
Ninth Guru Tegh Bahadur
of Sikh society organised
at Science College Ground,
Raipur on Sunday. She per-
formed prayers at Guru
Granth Sahib in the cere-
mony and wished for the
prosperity of the country
and the state. On this occa-
sion, Governor Ms. Uikey
while congratulating and
wishing the Sikh commu-
nity said that Guru Tegh
Bahadur remained ready
to protect religion and dig-
nity throughout life. The
sacrifice of Guru Tegh
Bahadur ji has always in-
spired to protect the digni-
ty and honour of the coun-
try’s culture and will con-
tinue to inspire the gener-
ations to come. She said
that the Sikh community
across the world is doing
the sacred work of social
service by following the

path shown by the Gurus.
Thanks to the Sikh com-
munity for their service
and sacrifice. Ms. Uikey
said that whenever the na-
tion needed it, the Gurus
laid down their lives to
protect it and did not back
down from martyrdom.

Guru-Shishya tradition is
the specialty of Indian cul-
ture and while discharg-
ing this tradition, our
country has made continu-
ous progress under the
guidance of Gurus. The
thoughts of power, sacri-
fice, service, sacrifice of

religious leaders have not
only inspired the followers
for good works but have
also given a new direction
to the community. She said
that Guru Tegh Bahadur
stood like a wall in front of
Aurangzeb’s cruelty.

She thanked the Sikh

community spread across
the world for their contri-
bution in the difficult situ-
ation of the Corona epi-
demic. Sikh society always
reminds us that service to
humanity is paramount
and people of all religions,
castes should always be
engaged in this work with-
out any discrimination.
On this occasion, the
women of Sikh communi-
ty felicitated the Governor
Ms. Uikey with a shawl
and bouquet. Chairman of
Chhattisgarh Minorities
Commission Mr.
Mahendra Chhabra,
Chairman of Food
Commission Mr. Gurpreet
Singh Babra, Niranjan
Khanuja, Mr. Surendra
Chhabra, DS Bhamra,
Amarjit Singh Channi,
Surendra Kaur Chhabra,
Charanjit Kaur Chhabra,
Surendra Kaur Juneja,
Surendra Kaur Chawla
and other members of
Sikh community were
present.

House of contractor burgled,
valuables worth lakhs stolen

Operation of 23 trains passing through Chhattisgarh
stopped for a month: CM objects decision

Raipur, Apr 24: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
has strongly objected to
the decision of the
Railways to stop the opera-
tion of 23 local trains pass-
ing through Chhattisgarh
from April 24, 2022.

On the instructions of
Chief Minister Baghel, the
Additional Chief
Secretary to the Chief
Minister has written a let-
ter to the Chairman and
Chief Executive Officer of
Railway Board urging

them to continue the oper-
ation of local trains pass-
ing through Chhattisgarh.

Operation of total 23 ex-
press and local trains pass-
ing through Chhattisgarh
has been stopped for the
next one month from 24
April 2022 by an order is-
sued by Principal Chief
Operations Manager,
South-East Central
Railway, Bilaspur on 23
April 2022. All these trains
pass through
Chhattisgarh every day.
No alternative arrange-
ment has been made for
the passengers before stop-
ping the operation of these
trains.

Additional Chief
Secretary to the Chief
Minister, Subrat Sahoo in
his letter to the Chairman
of Railway Board said that
even before this, the opera-

tion of a total of 10 trains
was stopped by order
dated March 31, 2022 is-
sued by the Principal
Chief Operations
Manager, South-East
Central Railway, Bilaspur.
Out of these 10 trains, 08
trains used to pass on the
rail routes of
Chhattisgarh. A request
was made by the State
Government by writing a
letter on 5th April 2022 to
keep the operation of the
above trains intact, but
this request was ignored.

The Additional Chief
Secretary has written in
the letter that there are
many middle and lower
class passengers in the
state, who travel daily by
the above mentioned
trains and reach their des-
tination. Daily com-
muters, traders, people

working in government
and semi government of-
fices, school and college
students will face incon-
venience due to stopping
of the operation of these
trains. Stopping the oper-
ation of trains will defi-
nitely have an adverse ef-
fect on the journeys made
during the summer vaca-
tions.

Keeping in view the
overall situation, the
Additional Chief
Secretary asked the
Chairman and Chief
Executive Officer, Railway
Board to restore services
of above mentioned trains
by cancelling the order
dated April 23, 2022 of
Principal Chief
Operations Manager,
South-East Central
Railway, Bilaspur, with im-
mediate effect.

Chhattisgarh Yoga Commission’s
fifth foundation day

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Apr 24: A three-
day state level Yogasan
competition cum confer-
ence is being organized in
the capital Raipur on fifth
foundation day of
Chhattisgarh Yoga
Commission. Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
will inaugurate the pro-
gram on April 25 at 11 am
at Shaheed Smarak
Bhawan. Social Welfare
Minister Anila Bhendia
will preside over the pro-
gram and Agriculture
Minister Ravindra
Choubey will be the spe-
cial guest.

Yogasana competition
for boys and girls under
the age of 15 years will be
organized from 2 pm to 6
pm in the program. On 26
April, 1000 yoga seekers
(sadhaks) will perform
Surya Namaskar and spe-
cial yoga exercises in front

of Udyan Kala Bhawan lo-
cated in Pt. Ravi Shankar
Shukla University campus
from 6 am to 7.30 am.

Yogasan competition for
boys and girls in the age
group of 15 to 19 years and
above 19 years will be or-
ganized from 9 am to 6 pm
in Pt. Deendayal
Upadhyay Auditorium
Science College campus.
Similarly, on 27th April,
Yogasan competition of
participating groups will
be held in Pt. Deendayal
Upadhyay Auditorium
Science College campus
from 9 am to 3 pm. Prize
distribution and closing
ceremony will be done
from 5 pm to 6 pm. There
are three age groups in the
competition, in the
women’s and men’s cate-
gory. The participants will
be in the age group of
under 15 years, 15 to 19
years and above 19 years.
The competition will be

held in both singles and
group categories.

Rajya Sabha MP Chhaya
Verma, Lok Sabha MP
Sunil Soni, Chhattisgarh
Housing Board Chairman
Kuldeep Juneja,
Parliamentary Secretary
Vikas Upadhyay, MLAs
Satyanarayan Sharma and
Brijmohan Agarwal,
Mayor Municipal
Corporation Raipur Aijaz
Dhebar, Chhattisgarh
Rajya Gou Seva Ayog
Chairman Rajeshree
Mahant Ramsunder Das,
Chhattisgarh State Youth
Commission Chairman
Jitendra Mudaliar,
Chairman of
Chhattisgarh Yoga
Commission Gyanesh
Sharma and members of
Chhattisgarh Yoga
Commission Sarvshree
Ravindra Singh, Rajesh
Nara and Ganeshnath
Yogi will be present as spe-
cial guests.

Compassion, affection and sense of respect necessary
for a successful administrator: Governor

Raipur, Apr 14: Governor
Ms Anusuiya Uikey inau-
gurated the All India
A d m i n i s t r a t i v e
Conference organized for
administrators, executives
and managers at Prajapita
Brahmakumari Ishwariya
Vishwavidyalaya’s Shanti
Sarovar in Raipur today
by lighting the lamp. This
conference was organized
on the topic ‘Spirituality
for Excellence in
Administration’ by the
Administrative Services
Division of Rajyoga
Education and Research
Foundation under the

project ‘From Amrit
Mahotsav of
Independence to Golden
India’.

Ms Uike in her address
said that this conference
organized for administra-
tive officers and managers
today will definitely guide
them. The administrator
is the pivot of the gover-
nance system. The more
efficient, responsible, dili-
gent and honest the ad-
ministrator is, the more
responsible and efficient
the administration will be-
come. According to her
there is a general percep-
tion that the present ad-
ministrative system is not
fulfilling the aspirations of
the people and there is dis-
satisfaction among the
people about the system.
One of the main reasons
for this is believed to be
the lack of moral and
human values.

Moral and human val-
ues, spiritual knowledge

and positive thoughts have
to be made part of the ad-
ministrative methodology
to make the administra-
tion efficient so as to give
top priority to the public
interests.

Ms Uike said that the de-
velopment of society and
the country would be pos-
sible with better imple-
mentation of public wel-
fare policies. In such a sit-
uation, human values like
sensitivity, compassion
and goodwill will help an
administrator easily solve
the problems of the people
and infuse happiness in
them. ‘You will be able to
become a successful ad-
ministrator only when you
have compassion, affec-
tion and sense of respect
in your mind. In such a sit-
uation people will be able
to speak freely to you and
they will get the solution
of their problem’, she said.

‘People come to the ad-
ministrative officers with

very small problems. The
only need is that you talk
to them, listen to their
problems and benefit them
by taking the right deci-
sion. This will increase the
acceptance of the adminis-
trator among the people’,
the Governor said.

Sharing her experience
of the work done while
holding various important
posts the Governor Ms
Uikey said, ‘we should
help the people with our
rights. I got the opportuni-
ty to travel across the
country and work for pro-
viding justice to women
and underpriviledged
while serving in impor-
tant bodies like National
Commission for Women,
National Tribal
Commission. These works
gave me a feeling of self-
satisfaction and I got im-
mense affection from the
people. That is why I al-
ways say that the adminis-
trator should be simple’.

According to her,
Sanskar is the foundation
of culture. Culture is
formed according to the
rituals. Sanskar is created
through Karma while
power of controlling the
senses is the soul, she said.
The society and the cul-
ture of the country be-
come great only by a pow-
erful soul. Certainly,
through good thoughts
and moral values, the spir-
it of serving humanity is
created and spirituality
further enhances this feel-
ing. According to her all
the systems of the world
would be fine with inclu-
sion of spirituality in life.

Addressing the confer-
ence, Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel said that

balance of body and mind
is necessary for life. ‘When
the mind is balanced, there
will be no turmoil in our
thoughts. The mind will re-
main calm, our work effi-
ciency will increase, which
will be good for our self,
family and society. Our
sages after thousands of
years of research have told
the path of spirituality and
meditation to cultivate the
mind’, he said.

He called upon the peo-
ple present in the confer-
ence to take time out for
balance of body and mind
and adopt the path of spiri-
tuality and meditation.
Prajapita Brahmakumari
I s h w a r i y a
Vishwavidyalaya gifted a
photo to Governor Ms Uike
on the occasion.

Justice Goutam
Choudhary, Judge of
Chhattisgarh High Court
attended the conference as
the chief guest. Secretary
of Home Department
Arun Dev Goutam,
Director of Indian
Institute of Technology
Rajat Moona, Director
Medical Education Dr
Vishnu Dutt attended the
program as special guests.
Rajyogini Brahma Kumari
Asha Didi, President of
the Administrative
Services Division of the in-
stitution, gave the keynote
address.

R a j y o g i n i
Brahmakumari Awadhesh
Didi, Rajyogini
Brahmakumari Kamala
Didi and Brahma Kumar
Harish Bhai, office bear-
ers, members and enlight-
ened citizens of the organi-
zation were present in
large numbers in the con-
ference.

p Inaugurates ‘All
India
Administrative
Conference’ on
‘Spirituality for
Excellence in
Administration’ at
Shanti Sarovar RRaaiippuurr,,  AApprr  2244::  The National

Cooperative Conference and the
National Award Distribution
Ceremony will be organized on
April 25 at Pandit Deendayal
Upadhyay Auditorium in the capi-
tal Raipur. Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel will inaugurate the confer-
ence on April 25 at 10 am. This
conference is being organized by
Chhattisgarh State Cooperative
Bank (Apex Bank). About 1500
representatives of cooperative
sector will participate in the coop-
erative conference.

Cooperation Minister Dr
Premsai Singh Tekam, Agriculture
Minister Ravindra Choubey, Forest
and Climate Change Minister
Mohammad Akbar, Parliamentary
Secretary Dwarkadhish Yadav,

MLA Satyanarayan Sharma, MLA
Vikas Upadhyay, Advisor to Chief
Minister Vinod Verma, former MP
and Speaker KRIBHCO New Delhi
Dr Chandrapal Singh Yadav,
President Nexcomb Mumbai, Dr
Koduru Ravinder Rao, President
NAFED and President Delhi State
Co-operative Bank Dr Vijender
Singh, Dr. Sunil Kumar Singh MLC
and President Bihar State Co-
operative Marketing Union Patna
and Mayor Raipur Aijaz Dhebar
will be the special guests at the
National Cooperative Conference
and National Award Distribution
Ceremony.

The conference will be
presided over by Baijnath
Chandrakar, Chairman, Apex
Bank. President of Chhattisgarh

State Co-operative Housing
Association Ashok Agrawal,
President District Cooperative
Central Bank Ambikapur Ramdev
Ram, President District
Cooperative Central Bank Raipur
Pankaj Sharma, President District
Cooperative Central Bank
Rajnandgaon Nawaz Khan,
President District Cooperative
Central Bank Bilaspur Pramod
Nayak , President District Co-
operative Central Bank Durg
Jawahar Verma, President
Chhattisgarh State Cooperative
Federation Jhunmun Gupta,
Special Secretary Cooperative
Himshikhar Gupta and Chief
General Manager NABARD Dr D.
Ravindra will be present as special
guests.

National Cooperative Conference and National

Award Distribution Ceremony today

p Additional Chief
Secretary writes
letter to Railway
Board Chairman on
CM’s instruction to
continue operation
of these trains

Raipur, Apr 24: A two
day technical develop-
ment program was or-
ganized for the DIOs of
NIC Chhattisgarh. The
event took place on 21
and 22 April 2022. Chief
guest Dr KP Singh,
Secretary, Government
of Chhattisgarh started
the program by worship-
ing Goddess Saraswati
and lighting the lamp.

Sanjay Kapoor
(Deputy Director

General and State
Coordinator, NIC New
Delhi), Dr Ashok Kumar
Hota (State Informatics
Officer), TN Singh
Additional SIO (State),
AK Somashekar
Additional SIO (District)
and P Rama Rao
Additional SIO (District)
were present. Monthly
Work Report (MWR) was
also released at the event.

Dr BK Murthy, CEO,
Innovation Cell, IIT

Bhilai initiated the tech-
nical session explaining
the importance of
Artificial Intelligence in
Digital Governance. Dr
Gagan Raj Gupta,
Associate Professor, IIT
Bhilai informed of Data
Analytics for Citizens by
Friendly governance. In
the technical session, Dr
Sumeet Gupta, Professor,
IT & Systems, IIM-
Raipur spoke about the
need for building a

Blockchain strategy for
the Government system.
District Informatics
Officers expressed their
views on the utility of
emerging technology. AK
Somashekar gave a pres-
entation on Telepractice
and conducted a Quiz on
Software Engineering
and Emerging
Technologies.

On 22nd April, views
were expressed on effec-
tive communication by
Dr AK Hota, DDG & SIO,
NIC Chhattisgarh and on
software management
quality by Ms Lalita
Verma. The above 2-day
program concluded with
the activities of Stress
Management (Activity
Based) session by
Directorate of Mental
Health, Chhattisgarh.

Technical development program for
DIOs of NIC Chhattisgarh held

Raipur, Apr 24: Thieves
broke open house of a con-
tractor in Raipur and stole
cash and jewelery worth
lakhs of rupees. The contrac-
tor and his family members
had gone to Gwalior, Madhya
Pradesh to attend the wed-
ding function. Neighbors in-
formed about the incident in
the morning. The police
started to trace the thieves.

The incident took place at
the house of contractor
Ramlakhan Sharma in
Raheja Greens Colony near
Vidhan Sabha area.
Contractor and his family
members had gone to
Gwalior three days back to
attend wedding function. On
Sunday morning, on the in-
formation of neighbors,
Ramlakhan came to know
about the theft. The locks of
rooms and almirahs were
broken. Thieves stole cash

and valuables including gold
and silver jewelery worth Rs
5 lakh.

Four thieves entered the
house and committed the
theft despite all arrange-
ments like CCTV cameras,
security guards in the colony.
A footage has surfaced in
which four thieves are seen
entering and exiting the
house. Based on this, the po-
lice is now looking for them.
Police are also interrogating
the people involved in the
nearby gang. Even after al-
most 10 hours of the inci-
dent, there is no concrete
clue in the hands of the po-
lice. However, the police are

claiming to nab the accused
soon.

Police have recovered the
CCTV in which the thieves
are seen entering the house.
The thieves had sharp
weapons in their hands. It is
believed that some profes-
sional gang has carried out
this incident. The owner of
the house, is now returning
from Gwalior. According to
an estimate, jewelery worth 8
to 10 lakhs and a lot of cash
have been stolen in this inci-
dent. Police say that the
exact value of the stolen
items will be known after re-
turn of the owner of the
house.

Thieves commit
burglery despite
deployment of
security guard and
installation of CCTV
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Mayank and Deepak in U-19 Boys camp

RRaaiippuurr,,  AApprr  2244::  Mayank
Verma and Deepak Yadav
from Chhattisgarh have
been selected for the Under
19 Boys camp being organ-
ized under the aegis of BCCI
at National Cricket Academy
on the basis of their per-
formances in the recently
held Cooch Behar Trophy
Cricket tournament.

Both of them would be
part of the National Camp to

begin from May 8.
Mayank is Wicket-
keeper Batsman who
scored 537 runs from 7
match with the help of
one century and four
half centuries with the
average of 52.90
whereas Deepak Yadav
secured his place in the

National camp with his all
round performances. He
scored 355 runs at the aver-
age of nearly 40 and also
claimed 29 Wickets in the
Cooch Behar Trophy Cricket
match. 

Members of Chhattisgarh
State Cricket Sangh (CSCS)
have congratulated both the
players and have extended
best wishes to them for the
National camp.

Courtesy meeting of newly appointed
assistant professors with CM

Raipur, Apr 24: A delega-
tion of newly appointed
assistant professors had a
courtesy call on Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
at his residence office here
this evening. The delega-
tion thanked Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
for successfully complet-
ing the recruitment
process of 1384 assistant
professors, giving priority
to better higher education

in the state even during
the global pandemic
Corona period. He said the
Chief Minister that for the
first time after the forma-
tion of the state, such a
large number of assistant
professors have been re-
cruited. With this recruit-
ment, new assistant pro-
fessors will be appointed
in the colleges of the state,
due to which not only the
workforce has increased
but the quality of educa-
tion of the colleges has
also increased. Along with
this, the educated qualified
candidates of the state got
a big chance to join the
government service.
Congratulating all the
newly appointed assistant
professors, Chief Minister
Baghel said that for the

betterment of higher edu-
cation in the state, the deci-
sion of recruitment of as-
sistant professors was
taken by our government
at the very beginning. The
Chief Minister asked the
newly appointed assistant
professors to  work for
building the future of the
students in the colleges
while discharging their du-
ties with full dedication.
On this occasion newly ap-
pointed Assistant
Professor Mr. Agar Das
Baghel, Mr. Kuleshwar
Sahu, Ms. Reshmi
Maheshwar, Mr. Rakesh
Chandel, Mr. Khagesh
Patel, Mr. Shivkumar
Kurre, Mr. Sudeep Sarwan,
Ms. Swati Thakur, Mr.
Manoj Sharma and others
were present.

Dr. Sarkar appreciates innovative schemes
being run in the field of education 

Raipur, Apr 24: Union
Minister of State for
Education Dr. Subhash
Sarkar met Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel at his resi-
dence office here this
evening. During his meet-
ing with Chief Minister Mr.
Baghel, Dr. Sarkar appreci-
ated the various schemes
being implemented in
Chhattisgarh using innova-
tion in the field of health
and education. Higher
Education, Sports and
Youth Welfare Minister
Umesh Patel was also pres-
ent on the occasion.

The Chief Minister,
while discussing with the
Union Minister of State for
Education, Dr. Sarkar, said
that many programs are
being run in Chhattisgarh
to strengthen the education
system of the children. The
facility of elementary edu-
cation has been made avail-
able to the students in the
state within their reach
area. For the convenience
of the students, special em-
phasis is being laid on the
availability of necessary

basic facilities like building
and shelter, toilet, drinking
water, lighting, electricity,
furniture, library and labo-
ratory  facilities for the con-
venience of the students.
He said that keeping in
view the sentiments of the
people of Chhattisgarh and
the global recognition of
English language, we have
decided to start Swami
Atmanand Excellent
English Medium School in
the interest of the children
of the state. Its purpose is
to enable the children of
Chhattisgarh to participate
in world-class competitive
examinations and get suc-
cess. With this objective we

started it with 52 Swami
Atmanand Excellent
English Medium Schools in
the state. At present there
are 171 schools operating.
Due to this, now there is a
wave of happiness among
the poor sections and the
people of rural areas de-
prived of teaching their
children in English medi-
um school. Chief Minister
Baghel said that in these
schools, the best facilities of
national level basic facili-
ties like attractive educa-
tional complex, advanced
lab, modern library, smart
class room, drinking water
and toilets and sports etc.
have been provided. In

these schools, 512 children
orphaned due to corona
epidemic have been given
admission in English medi-
um under Chhattisgarh
Mahtari Dular Yojana. In
view of the increasing de-
mand of parents, the capac-
ity of 40 seater in each class
has been increased to 50
from the current academic
session. Along with this, in
the current year 2022-23, a
provision has been made in
the budget to open 32
Swami Atmanand Utkrisht
Hindi Medium Schools at
par with Swami Atmanand
Excellent English Medium
School.

During discussion with
Chief Minister Mr. Baghel,
the Union Minister of State
for Education, Dr. Sarkar,
launched schemes in the
field of education as well as
health in Chhattisgarh.
Appreciate the plan, Chief
Minister  Baghel informed
that these schemes have
provided good treatment fa-
cilities to the people in the
urban areas as well as in
the remote areas of the
state which is showing
better results. The Chief
Minister Urban Slum
Health Scheme, which
started from October 2,

2019 in 13 municipal cor-
porations of the state, is
now being extended to all
municipalities and nagar
panchayats. Similarly, to
make Bastar division of
the state free from malar-
ia, anemia and malnutri-
tion and to reduce infant
and maternal mortality, 5
phases of Malaria-free
Bastar Abhiyan have been
completed, in which good
success was achieved.
After the success of
Malaria-free Bastar cam-
paign, Malaria-free
Chhattisgarh campaign
has been started to make
the entire state malaria-
free. He informed that
Shree Dhanwantri drug
scheme is being success-
fully implemented in the
state. In which due to the
availability of cheap med-
icines, people have saved
Rs.17 crore during three
months by buying medi-
cines from Shree
Dhanwantri Generic
Medical Store. Advisor to
the Chief Minister, Ruchir
Garg, Chairman of
Chhattisgarh Text Book
Corporation, Shailesh
Nitin Trivedi and others
were present on the occa-
sion.

MLA Kuldeep hands over Rs 5 lakh
Raipur, Apr 24: Kuldeep
Juneja, MLA Raipur(
North) sanctioned Rs 5 lakh
from his MLA fund to Shri
Gujrati Brahma Samaj
Mahila Mandal for the con-
struction of office and
wash room in the commu-
nity building. The delega-
tion comprised of Mahila
mandal president Praveena
Ben Joshi, Parul Ben
Pandya, Hetal Ben Vyas,
Sangeeta Ben Mehta, Jyoti
Ben Dave, Falguni Ben
Joshi, SGBS president Kirti
Vyas, Hitesh Vyas, ASshok
Trivedi, Bhavesh Purohit,
Rakesh Joshi, Jayesh Raval
and others. MLA Junjeja
said, he respects all the
women members of Shri

Gujrati Brahma Samaj
Mahila Mandal and the en-
tire SGBS is his family. In
future if need arises he is

ready to offer even more as-
sistance, Juneja added.
Kirti Vyas and Praveena
Ben Joshi expressed grati-

tude to MLA Juneja for his
assistance to Shri Gujrati
Brahma Samaj Mahila
Mandal.

Civic Action Program by CRPF 212 Corps 

Konta, Apr 24: On April
23, 212 BN Central
Reserve Police Force as
per the guidelines of
Directorate General
CRPF New Delhi, Office of
Inspector General of
CRPF, CG, and under the
guidance of DIG Ops
Range Konta. Rajiv
Kumar Thakur (DIG), in
presence of Jagdish
Prasad Balai,
Commandant 212BN
CRPF, Emanuel Baskey,
Dy. Commandant,
Rajendra Singh, Dy.
Commandant-208 Cobra, a
civic action program was
organized at Palodi Camp
of 212B CRPF. In the camp
daily use/essential mate-
rial like mosquito nets,
printed sarees, suits, chil-
dren’s clothes, woolen
blankets, umbrellas, slip-
pers, sports items, transis-
tors (radios) and books
were distributed to the lo-

cals. Along with this a de-
tailed interactions with
locals was done by
Jagdish Prasad Balai,
Comdt. 212 BN CRPF.

During the session lo-
cals were made aware
about the Naxal menace
and all the losses/bad im-
pact it produced for gener-
ations in this tribal belt.
Local public was made
aware about the govt.
schemes and development

policies specially de-
signed for them. During
the interactions locals
were informed about the
importance of develop-
ment work being done by
govt. like Road construc-
tion, electrification, in-
stallation of water puri-
fiers etc. All the villagers
present greatly appreciat-
ed the work done by the
212 Bn for the welfare of
the people under the com-

mand of Sh. Jagdish
Prasad Balai
Commandant 212 Bn and
also assured to walk step
by step in their efforts
with the force in future
and to keep themselves
away from Naxal activi-
ties. At the end of the pro-
gramme, slogans of CRPF
Sada Ajay, Bharat Mata ki
Jai were raised with full
enthusiasm by the vil-
lagers and jawans.

Crores spent for Drumstick
plantation, nothing in reality

Abhishek Banerjee

Narayanpur, Apr 24:
Narayanpur district has
crossed all levels of cor-
ruption and it is continu-
ously spoiling the sys-
tem.

This time innocent
farmers fell victim of
corrupt system and as-
suring them of drum-
stick cultivation officials
involved in corruption
swindled Rs 1.30 crore.
In the name of drum-
stick plants crores of ru-
pees changed hands and
in 2021-22 under District
Mineral Fund, 11 work
worth Rs 7 crore was
sanctioned in the higher
primary and primary
areas. Out of the total
amount sanctioned, Rs
3.27 crore was ear-
marked for drumstick
seeds purchase along
with nursery develop-
ment and production.
From this amount Rs 30
lakh 90 thousand was
withdrawn and in the
greed of earning hefty
amount below standard

seeds of drumstick were
purchased. Those in-
volved in corruption
quoted the price of these
sub-standard seeds sev-
eral times higher than
their actual price. In the
last seven months these
substandard seeds got
wasted and till date not a
single drumstick plant
came out in the field. In
this way Rs 1.30 crore
got wasted and after
complaint a committee
has been constituted to
study these corrupt
practices.

Difference in the 
price of seeds

The inquiry revealed
price of seeds as Rs 12.40
lakh while the cost was
quoted much higher.

Substandard seeds
and did not spout

As the seeds were of
substandard it did not
sprout and farmers feel
cheated.

The farmers have not
been paid, Farmers of
Dandvan like Jagnath,
Mehattar Ran Gawde
and others said, farmers
have not received pay-
ment of tillage and those
received payment their
cheques got bounced.

The farmers did not

receive Rs 69294 against
cultivation and labour
charges.
Farmers incurred loss

Farmers said, they
grew millet grains (
kodo and kutki) in 100 of
acres for earning their
livelihood but they were
given false assurance of
drumstick cultivation
they kept their field
empty for one to one and
half years and suffered
loss in terms of earning.

Farmers not 
aware of FPO

It is surprising that
under the name of
Farmer Producers
Organization (FPO)
work worth crores were
done but none of the
farmer’s know about it
and they confirmed they
were intimated nothing
about it. The signature
of president and secre-
tary was taken on blank
cheques and money
were withdrawn.
Without the knowledge
of farmer’s they become
members of FPO and
their signatures were
taken.

The corruption
reached its ultimatum
and an outside person
was made CEO.

Farmers who were cheated in the name of plantation. Barren farm land kept reserved for drumstick cultivation.

p Farmers cheated,
officials get richer
by Rs 1.30 crore

What officials say
“The probe committee is
probing corruption charges
and the entire amount had
been withdrawn through
FPO. If irregularities were
found action will taken as
per rule.”

G h a n s h y a m
Jangde

CEO Janpad
Narayapur and mem-
ber probe committee

“No drumstick saplings
were found on the spot and
only at some places land
had been tilted but no pay-
ment was given to workers,
entire withdrawn amount
has been misused and
probe is in progress.”

Mohan Sahu
ADHD Horticulture

“The non-availability of
water drip and sufficient
infrastructure did not make
it possible to take up drum-
stick plantation. All the
seeds got wasted and no
payments were made to the
workers.”

Bharat Kataria
Former CEO, FPO

̈ In Palodi Camp

p To SGBS

p Union Minister of
State for Education
met CM 

Expressed grati-
tude for successful
completion of assis-
tant professor
recruitment even
during the Corona
period

BBiillaassppuurr,,  AApprr  2244:: The 22nd
March, 2022 had been a histor-
ical day for the Lady faculties
of the Guru Ghasidas
Vishwavidyalaya. For the first
time, an interaction meet of all
the lady faculties with Prof.
Neelambari Dave was organ-
ised, at the conference hall
no.1 of Rajat Jayanti
Auditorium. The platform as a
circle of women leaders, keep-
ing Madam Dave at the top-
endpoint, was to center the
strength and support for better
professional and personal
growth.

Prof. Manisha Dubey wel-

comed Madam Dave followed
by an introduction of various
credits and achievements of
Madam Dave by Prof. P.J.
Mishra. A large number of
women faculty members, from
various departments of the
university, were present in the
programme. The programme
began with a dance perform-
ance on Devi Stuti, Ayi Giri
Nandini, presented by Aditi,
research scholar, Economics.

Afterwards, Madam Dave
shared her inspirational views
on how women leaders should
develop themselves. She
stressed the fact there are very

few women who can achieve
the teaching positions in
Higher Education, hence the
women teachers must be the
torch bearers. The responsibili-
ties on their shoulders become
even greater as the university
attracts mostly the first gener-
ation learners to higher educa-
tion. She stressed on treating
each and every students
respectfully and equally and
motivated the gathering to
become a role model like
Ahilya Bai Holkar or the
Mother India, by having
courage not to compromise
with anything wrong. She

emphasised that women can
create an environment of hap-
piness, vitality and harmony in
the workplace as well as in the
home. In her opinion, being
mother is a strength of the
women which develops her in
many other dimensions.
Sharing responsibilities among
the colleagues to care of each
other’s children may be helpful
for the development of the
children as well as the parents.
Shared responsibilities of par-
enting and presence of grand-
parents are also beneficial for
the growth of children of work-
ing parents.

Benefitted farmers’ under 
PM Yojana honoured

Vishrampuri, Apr 24: Under
Baderajpur BJP Division a pro-
gramme was organized at
Community Durga Platform of
Vishrampuri headquarter in
which colours were applied to
the photograph of Bharat
Mata which marked the start
of programme. In this pro-
gramme beneficiaries of PM
Awas Yojana, Kissan Samman

Nidhi, Ujjawala Yojana and
other central schemes like
Navlu, Vinod and others were
honoured with shaal and
shreefal by BJP Kissan
Morcha office bearers and
members. Former MLA Sewak
Ram addressing the gathering
made all present about the cen-
trally sponsored scheme and
their benefits.

Prof. Neelambari Dave interacts
with women teachers at CU
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Sukma, Apr 24: Union
Minister of State,
Ministry of Tribal
Affairs, Government of
India, Renuka Singh on a
one-day district stay in
Sukma, one of the aspira-
tional districts of the
state, took stock of the
development works being
done in the district. She
took a meeting of offi-
cials and also visited
Swami Vivekananda
Yuva Shakti Kendra.

In the meeting con-
vened at the District
Office, Minister Renuka
Singh apprised about the
excellent work being
done in the district,
achievements and
prospects of the last 3
years. During this meet-

ing all the people's repre-
sentatives, Collector
Vineet Nandanwar,
Superintendent of Police
Shri Sunil Sharma,
Forest Divisional Officer
JS Ramchandra, District
Panchayat CEO Shri
Devnarayan Kashyap
and all the heads of the
departments were pres-
ent.

Minister Renuka Singh
while praising the devel-
opment works being
done in the district, inno-
vations made for irriga-
tion facilities, Girdalpara
Lift Irrigation Project, re-
operation of
school/ashram building
demolished during Salwa
Judum, Dubbatota Fish
Processing Centre said
that working in a Naxal
area like Sukma is a chal-

lenging task. She also ap-
preciated the administra-
tion for providing bene-
fits of Aadhar card, ra-
tion card, Ayushman
card, pension registra-
tion etc. to the villagers of

the inner area through
the facility camp.

Due to COVID 19 infec-
tion, there was an atmos-
phere of chaos in the en-
tire country, but in a trib-
al-dominated district like

Sukma, the spread of in-
fection was very less, for
this the work of the ad-
ministration is com-
mendable, she said. The
continuous progress in
the district in various pa-
rameters under aspira-
tional districts and the
praise given by Prime
Minister Modi and NITI
Aayog from time to time
is a reflection of the de-
velopment of Sukma dis-
trict.

Minister Singh did a
detailed review of the op-
eration of the schemes of
the Central Government.
In which the implemen-
tation of schemes like
Pradhan Mantri Awas
Yojana, Mudra loan
scheme, Ayushman card
registration, scholarship
provided to children, Jal

Jeevan Mission, MNRE-
GA etc.

Taking cognizance of
the ashram schools, edu-
cational system of
schools, residential facili-
ties etc. operating in the
district, she has directed
to install CCTV cameras
in all the secondary and
higher secondary schools
and ashrams for the safe-
ty of the children. Along
with this, Sanitary Pad
Dispensing Machine was
asked to be installed for
the convenience of the
girl child. She said that
there is no dearth of tal-
ent among the children
and youth of Sukma dis-
trict, children here are
performing well in stud-
ies, sports or other activi-
ties, and they should be
encouraged.

Bhavsingh informs Markam
about membership campaign

Central Chronicle News

FFiinnggeesshhwwaarr,,  AApprr  2244::  DCC District
President Bhavsingh Sahu paid
courtesy call on PCC Chief Mohan
Markam at Rajiv Bhavan here on
Friday. Giving information about
Congress membership campaign
in detailed in the district, he in-
formed PCC Chief that he has
done lot of hard work in making
villagers from all five block head-
quarters of the District join
Congress fold and he is regularly
in contact with the party workers
as well and taking their sugges-

tions he has maintained their
morale.  Sahu also informed
Markam about progress in the
construction of Congress district
office in the name of Rajiv Bhavan
in Gariyaband and took his guid-
ance for further work. Sahu in-
formed Markam that the party
workers are very much enthusias-
tic on meeting CM Bhupesh
Baghel during his recent visit to
Bodharabandha in Churra block.
During this meeting along with
Bhavsingh, Sarpanch's rep Nehru
Sahu, Loknath Sahu, Sarpanch
Ramendra Sahu also met Markam.

Rohit Verma

Kharora, Apr 24: Renuka
Diwan of Bangoli has
completed her graduation
in Journalism and is now
in the final year of
MSCER from Kushabhau
Thakre University of
Journalism and Mass
Communication (KTU-
JMC) Raipur. Renuka in-
formed that she wants to
prepare for UPSC exam,
but is unable to afford cost-
ly studies from coaching
centre, as her family is not
so economically sound.

So for financial help, she
submitted an application
to the Collector Raipur
and it was forwarded to
Kharora Tehsil office for
verification. Here the
Tehsildar called Renuka
for verification and he
could not believe that such
a talented girl is there in
the region and is being de-
prived of further studies
and coaching due to finan-

cial problems. He immedi-
ately held talks with a pri-
vate coaching centre and
got her admitted there.

Tehsildar KK Sahu in-
formed that just by teach-
ing a girl, entire family be-
come educated and it is
only when a girl will study
that the nation will move
forward. He termed this is
a small initiative from his
side.

Renuka work part-time
along with studies:

Renuka informed that
she is studying in KTU-
JMC and she has been is-
sued notice as she has not
been able to pay her fees
on time. On the other
hand she has to join a
coaching to prepare for
UPSC and for which again
she is not having any cash.

So an application was
made to the Collector
Raipur and in turn
Tehsildar Kharora office
made her join one coach-
ing centre, where she will
not have to pay any fees.

Renuka informed that
she is also doing live pro-
gramme in AIR along
with her studies and
which is held once a week
and for which she gets 
Rs 600.

Shrimad Bhagwat
Katha till Apr 27

Central Chronicle News

Kharora, Apr 24: A
seven-day Shrimad
Bhagwat Kathan Gyan
Yagna is being organised
by city's Chouhan and
Gawalvanshi family in
Gram Kesala from April
21. The Pandit to deliver
Bhagwat Katha is Pt.
Jayesh Bhai Barodh of
Ahmedabad (Gujarat).
This Bhagwat Katha start-
ed with birth story of
Sukhdevji and importance
of Bhagwat and in this

Lord Shri Shiva recited
'Amar Katha' to Mata
Parvati and it was heard
by Sukhdevji Maharaj and
enlightened it to entire
world right since birth.

Further Pt. Barodh in-
formed the need to follow
'Brahmacharya Vrath' and
about the four 'ashrams' of
life. The Bhagwat Katha
started with massive
Kalash Yatra. This Katha
will be held till April 27
and timings daily are from
9:00 am to 12:00 noon and
from 3:00 pm to 6:00 pm.

Central Chronicle News

Kondagaon, Apr 24: On
occasion of the World
Earth Day, awareness
program was organized
in primary school
Dhakad Para to make
children sensitive to-
wards the earth and envi-
ronment. Here children
took a pledge to protect
the earth by engraving
their imaginations on the
canvas through pictures.

Madhu Tiwari, the
principal reader of pri-
mary school Dhakad
Para, informed the chil-
dren about the planet
Earth and said that it is
one of the eight planets of
the solar system and it is

the only planet in which
humans, animals, birds,
trees, plants, etc. all live.

But today due to global
warming and indiscrimi-
nate cutting of trees, mis-
use of underground
water, these resources are
getting depleted and the
earth is becoming pollut-
ed and facing threat for
most of its natural re-

sources.
As a result of non-sus-

tainable use of resources,
natural disasters are tak-
ing place in some or the
other part of the planet
daily and due to which
the species of animals of
the earth are also becom-
ing extinct, Trees and
plants, which absorb car-
bon dioxide and give oxy-

gen, are being destroyed
due to the cutting of
forests.

To save the earth from
pollution, we have to re-
duce our needs, for which
the use of plastic will
have to be reduced, in-
stead of it, bags made of
jute or cloth should be
used, even by reducing
the use of paper, we can
save trees from being cut.

It is our responsibility
to protect the earth and
save it from being de-
stroyed, so every year
Earth Day is celebrated
every year in about 190
countries of the world to
remind one about his or
her responsibilities. On
this occasion the teach-
ers of the institution
Dinesh Devangan and
Tara Adhikari were
present.

Biopic planned on five time 
tribal MLA  Gummadi Narasaiah

Central Chronicle News

Konta, Apr 24: One of the
new young producers in
the Telugu industry
planned to make a biopic
of a tribal leader, who be-
longs to the erstwhile
Khammam district of
Telangana state.

The life of the tribal
leader and five time MLA,
Gummadi Narasaiah ( well
known as Narasanna), liv-
ing a common life and
fighting for the people's is-
sues  and laws will always
be featured in the new
biopic. Naraiah is a senior
leader of Communist
Party of India (Marxist-
Leninist) CPI(ML)  New
Democracy. He lives in a
Tekulagudem village ( a
tribal hamlet) six kilome-
ters away from the head-
quarter of Yellandhu
Mandal under the
Bhadradri-Kothagudem
district in Telangna State.

He was elected as  MLA
in the years of 1983,85,89,
99 and 2004. He was de-
feated in the years of 1994,
2009, 2014 and 2018.
Responding to the biopic
on his life, Narasaiah said,

making a movie of his life
history is  a big surprise to
him. He said, " I am not
doing any achievements
and not making any
records". Fighting always
on people issues and satis-
fied  with every moment
with  people. Lived as a
good worker of party and
strived for the develop-
ment party is the main
goal of him" "Sacrificing
my life's every movement
for people is very happy"
he said. When the director
approached him for the
biopic, he said to them
firstly to take the permis-
sion of the party then pro-
ceed to make the movie.
The 65 years old  MLA
Gummadi said he  had
only  two  acres of land
and six acres of podu land
only. He depended only on
cultivation of the land.
The MLA pension was
given to party  activities
he informed.

Used a bicycle  to visit
tribal villages and inter-
acted with the people
every minute. These are
the happiest moments of
his daily life, he said. The
fifth class passed, the for-

mer MLA said, his politi-
cal entry was started in
the year 1973-74. Firstly he
was elected as Sarpanch
Usirikayalpalli village  in
the year 1981. He was elect-
ed first time MLA in the
year 1983 with a good ma-
jority from the Yellandhu
constituency. After that
the people was elected as
MLA five times from the
Yellandhu. He said he has
a wife and  two sons and

two daughters. One
younger son died in an ac-
cident.

The Young Director
Parameshwar Hivrale in-
formed  it is the complete
movie of the life history of
Gummadi Narasaiah. The
picture logo was launched
recently by the great direc-
tor Sukumar, he informed.
The movie shooting will
start in the month of
August, he informed. The

movie will make a good
record, he hoped. After red
number of books of the
political leaders " We cho-
sen  the life history of
Gummadi Narasaiah is
making to movie "  he said.

He said, the people man
who elected five timed as
MLA from  Yellandhu is a
very great. He said, the
life history of Gummadi
Narasaiah is a big lesson
to the all the politicians
and coming generation
people. Nowadays politi-
cians come to politics for
easy earning money and
enjoying life with power.
But Gummadi who is liv-
ing very ordinary life and
sacrificed his life for
People he said. The movie
makes keen differences be-
tween political leaders
who strived for people and
their lives and who strived
for power in their lives.
After the death of great
leaders and legendary ac-
tors life histories marking
movies are not correct, the
movies are to be made
when they are living' he
opined adding the movie
will impress everyone
surely.

Four Maoists including
Maoist couple surrender

Central Chronicle News

Konta, Apr 24: Tired of
the hollow ideology of
Naxalites and influenced
by the "Poona Narkom
Abhiyan" (New Morning-
New Beginning) being run
in the district apart from
the rehabilitation policy of
the government, today 04
Maoists including a
Naxalite couple have sur-
rendered. In which the
Chhattisgarh government
had declared a reward on 3
Naxalites.

Giving information,
Sukma SP Sunil Sharma
said that all the Naxalites
are being encouraged to
surrender under the
"Poona Narkom Abhiyan"

(New Morning-New
Beginning) against the
Naxalites continuously in
the district. Affected by
this, four Naxalites, in-
cluding three prizes of
Bhejji area of Konta block,
have surrendered.
Dedicated Naxalites in-
clude Muchaki Somda
alias Dirdo Somda North
Bastar Division Press
Committee Commander
(Rs 3 lakh reward), Madvi
Muda Platoon No. 17
Section A Member (Rs 2
lakh reward), Podium
Ramesh Platoon No. 04
Member (Rs 2 lakh prize)
and Muchaki  Somdi was
involved in the Naxalite or-
ganization as North Bastar
Division. The Naxalite

couple Muchaki Somda
and Muchaki Somdi used
to make Naxalite pam-
phlets, posters and ban-
ners for the Naxalite or-
ganization in North Bastar
Division, apart from this
they were also actively en-
gaged in promoting the or-
ganization.

Under this, Podium
Ramesh and Madvi Muda
were currently active in
the Konta Area Committee.
All the four Naxalites were
given an incentive of Rs.10
thousand by Sukma Police.
Apart from this, Sukma
Police has also said that
soon all the Naxalites
should get the benefit of
the rehabilitation policy of
the government.

p To a talented girl
with not so sound
economic condition

p And having 
aspirations for UPSC

p On occasion of 
World Earth Day
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Children took a pledge to conserve nature 
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Bhubaneswar, Apr 24:
The Executive committee
meeting of Indian Railways
Promotee Officers'
Federation (IRPOF) and
East Coast Railway
Promotee Officers
Association (ECORPA) was
held at Bhubaneswar.
Various cadre-related issues
of promotee officers of the
Indian Railways were dis-
cussed in the meeting. The
delegates stressed the need
for conducting the
Departmental Promotion
Committee for Group A in-
duction on time by the
Ministry of Railways,
which is pending since long.

The members called
upon the Railway Board to

take cognizance of various
difficulties faced by promo-
tee officers regarding pro-
motional avenues and serv-
ice benefits as compared to
the 'direct recruitment offi-
cers' of the Indian
Railways, despite both sets
of officers sharing equal re-
sponsibilities. Delegates
pointed out that such bi-
ased views of policymakers

are adversely affecting the
working and growth of the
Indian Railways.

H.C.Jadav,Secretary
General and Amit
Jain,President of Indian
Railway Promotee Officers
Federation (IRPOF) inaugu-
rated the two days long
Executive Body Meeting  at
Hotel Nilaya Residency,
Patia, Bhubaneswar yester-

day Morning. The Meeting
was concluded today with a
decision to place 07 points
demand to Railway Board
on Promotional Channel of
Promotee Officers.The
Meeting was attended by
Jitendra Singh,Advisor,
R.P.Tiwari,Advisor and
O.P.Griuwal,Secretary
Finance of IRPOF as
Guests of Honours. Madan
Mohan Patnaik,Advisor of
ECoRPOA presided over
the meeting while Saroj
Kumar Sahu,General
S e c r e t a r y ,
R.R.Mishra,President and
A.K.Singhdeo,Working
President were participated
in the discussion. Aditya
Kumar Taldi,Secretary
Finance coordinated the
meeting.

IRPOF and ECORPA executive 
committees discuss on host of issues

By Chouhan and Gawalvanshi family in Gram Kesala

Minor girl commits suicide

Central Chronicle News

SSuurraajjppuurr,,  AApprr  2244::  A minor girl
committed suicide in Manpur lo-
cality here on Friday. On this the
family members of the minor girl
have charged three persons in-
cluding a police jawan of outrag-
ing her modesty and demanded
action against them.

On getting information about
this incident, the police reached
the site and started the investi-
gation. It is notable here that
body of a minor girl was found
hanging in the Manpur locality

of city last on Friday. The Police
took down the body from the
ceiling and sent it for post-
mortem.  The family members
charged that three persons in-
cluding one police jawan used to
trouble her and had molested
her as well. A complaint in this
regard was filed in Kotwali thana
three days back, but no action
was taken by Kotwali Police and
finally coming into depression
their girl committed suicide.
The police has filed a case and
taken the matter under investi-
gation.

Family members raises finger against three persons 

Tehsildar provides assistance for coaching

Renuka Singh appreciates Sukma district model



MPPSC EXAM

Aspirants wait outside an examination centre as they appear in Madhya Pradesh Public Service Commission
(MPPSC) Mains Exam-2022, in Bhopal, Sunday.

Meghalaya to bet big on
Casinos for tourists

Shillong, Apr 24 (PTI):

The picturesque north-
eastern state of
Meghalaya has drawn up
big plans to bring in casi-
nos and on-line gambling
and gaming for tourists to
rake in much needed rev-
enues, top officials said.

Taxation Minister
James PK Sangma said
the state government has
come up with the Gaming
Act following which the
Gaming Rules 2021 will fa-
cilitate issuing of licenses
to operators to conduct
games of skill and chance
both in online and offline
version.

As we have seen in
many states, this venture
has positive impacts not
just in terms of GST rev-
enues but also in terms of
generating a lot of employ-
ment opportunities from

the vibrant tourism indus-
try, Sangma told PTI.

The move to get into
gaming in a big way comes
some forty years after
archery-based betting was
first legalized in
Meghalaya, raking in big
revenue to the state’s ex-
chequer The Khasi Hills
Archery Sport Association
conducts the well-known
‘Shillong Teer’, an
archery-based lottery. A
group of 12 archery clubs

are part of the association
where every day, 50
archers shoot 30 arrows
each at 3:45 pm and 20 ar-
rows in the second round
at 4:45 pm.

Bettors predict the last
two digits of the total
number of arrows that hit
the target and they can
place their bets in 1500 le-
galised teer counters
across the state.

An official of the taxa-
tion department said legal
betting through Shillong
Teer’ generated Rs 1.1
crore revenue during 2014-
15 and nearly 2 crore in
2018-19. However, this time
round the state will allow
only tourists and visitors
to participate in these
gaming and betting coun-
ters after providing valid
proofs of being travellers
from other states or coun-
tries.
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Gangsters
i Ferozepur: The po-

lice nabbed five
gangsters, accused
in several incidents
of loot and firing,
from a mall in
Ludhiana district,
officials said. The
members of the
Shishu gang were
allegedly involved
in a firing incident
in Ferozepur.
Thereafter, they fled
to Ludhiana, police
said. Following a
search, the accused
were traced at the
mall where they ear-
lier watched a
movie, officials said.
Police officials
checked the CCTV
footage at the mall
to confirm their
presence. Thus, a
trap was laid.

Nabbed
i Jalpaiguri:

Thirteen people, al-
leged to be illegal
Rohingya immi-
grants, were appre-
hended at the New
Jalpaiguri railway
station in north
Bengal, police said.
Among them were
six children and two
women, a senior po-
lice officer said.
They had arrived at
the New Jalpaiguri
station in two
groups from New
Delhi and Jammu to
catch a train to
Assam when the
Government
Railway Police
(GRP) spotted them,
he said. A case filed
under The
Foreigners Act, he
added.

Recovered
i Shimla: A defused

tiffin bomb dumped
in a well in Himachal
Pradesh’s Una dis-
trict has been recov-
ered, police said. The
bomb was recovered
from a well in Singha
village under Haroli
subdivision in a joint
operation of the
Himachal and
Punjab police teams,
he said. The bomb
was traced on the
revelation by an ac-
cused involved in
some blasts in
Punjab’s
Nawanshahr district
in December, official
added. The accused
had told that he had
given a defused
bomb.

Found
i Chandigarh: A bag

containing a detona-
tor and some burnt
wire was found near
the boundary wall of
the high-security
Burail jail here, police
said. A bomb disposal
squad of the Indian
Army has been called
to the site, they said.
“We found some mate-
rial which was prima
facie a detonator and
some codex wire,”
Chandigarh Senior
Superintendent of
Police Kuldeep
Chahal said. When
asked whether RDX
could be in it, the SSP
said the possibility
could not be ruled out.

Held
i Hyderabad: The

man, who allegedly at-
tacked a woman stu-
dent in Hanamkonda
district for spurning
his love and ignoring
him, has been arrest-
ed. A knife and a
motor cycle used by
the accused have been
seized. The man al-
legedly attacked the
woman, a student of
MCA, at her residence
at Hanamkonda near
Warangal for rejecting
his proposal. The
woman had been stay-
ing in Hyderabad, try-
ing to secure a job in a
software firm.

Patna, Apr 24 (PTI):

Former Lok Janshakti
Party president Chirag
Paswan on Sunday assert-
ed that Bihar Chief
Minister Nitish Kumar’s
presence at RJD leader
Tejashwi Yadav’s Iftar
feast was a proverbial
straw in the wind, which
could have wide political
ramifications.

Paswan, who now heads
a faction of the party
headed by his late father
Ram Vilas Paswan, also in-
sisted that Kumar moving
to a house other than his
official bungalow, for reno-
vation purposes, was not
as simple as it seems .

We all get our houses
renovated. But when did
we last see somebody mov-
ing out with all belong-

ings, including cattle?
questioned Paswan, when
asked about Kumar hav-
ing shifted to 7, Circular
Road, adjacent to the CM’s
official residence at 1,
Anne Marg.

Paswan, who has for
some time been in news
for his vitriolic attacks on
Kumar, which has led to
his virtual ostracism from
the NDA, came in lime-
light when on Friday he
greeted the chief minister
by touching his feet at the

Iftar hosted by Yadav, the
leader of the opposition.

Recalling the event, he
underscored the signifi-
cance of Kumar walking
down and not travelling by
a vehicle to reach the
house of Yadav, who inci-
dentally stays at a stone’s
throw.

I can vouch for the sig-
nificance of a big leader
walking down to the house
of another political figure.
I recall Sonia Gandhi once
having walked down to the
house of my father and it
was followed by the latter
becoming a part of the
Congress-led UPA, he said.

Paswan senior, signifi-
cantly, had remained with
the UPA until siding with
the NDA ahead of the 2014
Lok Sabha polls, surpris-
ing many with the move
since he had resigned from
the Atal Bihari Vajpayee
cabinet over the 2002
Gujarat riots.

Chirag Pawan predicts another
volte face by Bihar CM

Chirag Paswan

New Delhi, Apr 24 (PTI):

The recent bulldozer-en-
abled demolitions reflect a
“complete breakdown of law
and order” and it is fair to as-
sume that this “novel”
method of removing en-
croachments is aimed at the
Muslim community and the
poor, senior Congress leader
and former home minister P
Chidambaram said on
Sunday.

In an interview with PTI,
Chidambaram came down
hard on the Jahangirpuri
demolitions and those in
Madhya Pradesh’s Khargone
earlier, saying the BJP lead-
ers’ justification of the bull-
dozer-enabled demolitions
“flies in the face of the law”

On criticism from certain
quarters that the Congress
delegation was late by a day
in visiting the Jahangirpuri
demolition site with
Opposition leaders such as
Brinda Karat and Asaduddin
Owaisi reaching there first,
the former Union minister
said, “I am not aware of who
visited when. I know that a
Congress delegation visited
the area shortly after the
demolitions were carried
out. If there was an unex-
plained delay, I regret it.”

“Why do you bring religion
into the issue when my con-
cern is the gross and blatant
violation of the established
legal procedure,” he said
while responding to a ques-
tion on whether the alleged
delay was due to the
Congress fear of the BJP’s
Muslim appeasement
charge.

Asked if the Congress
should push for secularism
more aggressively in the face
of the soft Hindutva charge
against the party,
Chidambaram said secular-
ism is part of the basic struc-
ture of the Constitution and
it is a basic foundational
value of the Congress.

“It is not enough to remain
secular. Everyone must
speak the language of secu-
larism and raise a protest
when secularism is violated.
I cannot accept any depar-
ture from secularism,”
Chidambaram said. There is

nothing to be gained by
straying from the straight
path, he added. On “bulldoz-
er politics” becoming the
buzzword in the political lex-
icon in light of the events in
Delhi’s Jahangirpuri and
Madhya Pradesh’s
Khargone, Chidambaram
said the BJP leaders’ justifi-
cation of bulldozer-enabled
demolitions “flies in the face
of the law”.

In every municipality or
panchayat law, there are pro-
visions for gathering infor-
mation on
encroachments/illegal con-
structions, issuing notice to
the person concerned to re-
move the encroachment, giv-
ing an opportunity to submit
objections, passing a rea-
soned order, a provision for
an appeal and, if the appeal
is dismissed, issuing anoth-
er notice before the demoli-
tion squad is deployed, he
said.

‘Complete breakdown of law and order’

P Chidambaram

Palakkad, Apr 24 (PTI):

Two more persons were
arrested in connection
with the killing of an RSS
leader recently in
Palakkad district, bring-
ing the total number of ar-
rests in the case to 9 till
date, police said on
Sunday.

ADGP (Law and Order)
Vijay Sakhare told PTI
that of the two arrested,
one was directly involved
in carrying out the attack
on RSS leader S K
Srinivasan (45) on April
16. He said that police have
identified all the persons
involved, including the
conspirators, collabora-
tors and harbourers, in the
killing of Srinivasan and
more arrests will follow
soon. Sakhare further said

around 14-15 people were
part of the conspiracy and
in furtherance of the same
they had initially made at-
tempts to kill two other
RSS leaders and on failing
to find their intended tar-
gets, who had gone into
hiding, they targeted
Srinivasan.

Since Srinivasan was
not actively involved in
party work or politics for
some time, he probably did
not apprehend any threat
to his life and had there-
fore not gone into hiding
like the other two RSS
leaders, the senior officer
said. He, however, did not
disclose the names of the
two RSS leaders who had
escaped attacks on their
lives. Most of the arrested
accused in the Srinivasan
case are workers of the

Popular Front of India
(PFI) and its political off-
shoot - Social Democratic
Party of India (SDPI), po-
lice said.

The RSS leader was
killed in retaliation to the
murder of PFI leader
Subair (43) on April 15.

Three RSS workers have
been arrested in connec-
tion with the killing of
Subair.

All three were of RSS
leader Sanjith who was
killed in the district in
November last.

Police had said it be-
lieved the murder of the
PFI leader was to avenge
the death of Sanjith and
the killing was planned by
his close friend Ramesh,
who is one of the three ac-
cused arrested by the
agency.

Two more held in Kerala RSS

leader murder case

p Days after he
touched Nitish’s feet

Congress leaders join BJP, AAP ahead of Guj Assembly polls
Ahmedabad, Apr 24 (PTI):

Former Congress MLA
Manilal Vaghela, who was de-
nied ticket by the party in the
2017 Gujarat Assembly elec-
tions, joined the BJP on
Sunday along with several of
his supporters, ahead of the
state polls due in December
this year. Meanwhile, Gujarat
Congress leader Kailash
Gadhvi on Sunday joined the
Aam Aadmi Party here and
said he will continue to fight
the “arrogant” BJP govern-
ment in the state.

Gujarat BJP president CR
Paatil welcomed Vaghela
with a party scarf at the
‘Vijay Vishwas Sammelan’ in
Vadgam town of
Banaskantha district.

Vaghela had won the 2012
state election on Congress’s
ticket from Vadgam seat, but
was denied ticket in the 2017

Assembly election after the
party decided to support inde-
pendent candidate and Dalit
leader Jignesh Mevani, who
won by defeating his BJP
rival.

Vaghela, who was associat-
ed with Congress for a long
time, had resigned from the
party in November last year,
citing displeasure over the
party sidelining him for

Mevani. He had expressed ob-
jection to Mevani’s “provoc-
tive speeches” and Dalit iden-
tity politics. Notably, Mevani
was arrested a few days back
by the Assam police from
Palanpur town in
Banaskantha over a tweet. He
is currently in the Assam po-
lice’s custody after his bail
plea was rejected by a court
in the north- eastern state.

Gadhvi, a former Congress
spokesperson, formally
switched sides along with 300
Congress functionaries a day
after meeting AAP convener
and Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal.

Gadhvi said the BJ[P gov-
ernment in Gujarat had
failed to provide health and
education facilities as well as
safety and jobs to people,
adding that the ruling dispen-
sation had made the state a
“laboratory of politics” dur-
ing its 27-year rule.

AAP MLA in Delhi and the
party’s Gujarat in charge
Gulab Singh Rajput said it
was an encouraging sign that
leaders from the BJP and the
Congress were joining his
party here and said more big
names were headed the
AAP’s way in the state where
polls are scheduled for later
this year.

J-K admin inks agreement for
development of ropeway networks
Jammu, Apr 24 (PTI):

The Jammu and
Kashmir administra-
tion inked a
Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU)
with the National
Highways Logistics
Management Limited
(NHLML) for the devel-
opment of ropeway net-
works, as an alternate
solution of mobility, to
improve connectivity to
remote habitations on
higher reaches.

The MoU was signed
between Regional
Officer, National
Highway Authority of
India, J-K, Rohin Gupta
and Development
Commissioner (Works),
Public Works
Department (Roads and

Buildings) J-K,
Manzoor Hussain, at
Raj Bhavan here, in the
presence of Lt
Governor Manoj Sinha,
an official spokesman
said.

Terming this much-
awaited project as a po-
tential solution to the
existing mobility prob-
lem besides promoting
tourism, Sinha said in
the long run, this sus-
tainable and environ-
ment-friendly transport
system will play a sig-
nificant role in decon-
gesting the urban
spaces.

He expressed grati-
tude to the central gov-
ernment and said as fu-
ture mobility medium,
the proposed ropeway
project will bring eco-

nomic prosperity to in-
accessible hilly areas.

It is a significant step
in the direction of devel-
oping a comprehensive
ropeway network to
benefit all sections of
the population living in
remote and difficult geo-
graphical conditions of
Jammu and Kashmir,
Sinha said.

Terming connectivity
as top priority to in-
crease production, trade
and to improve the qual-
ity of life of people, the
Lt Governor reiterated
the unwavering com-
mitment of the UT ad-
ministration towards
the rapid socio-econom-
ic development of the
people living in remote
areas of Jammu and
Kashmir.

Exclusive township for dairy farmers to come up in Kota
Kota, Apr 24 (PTI):

An exclusive township
for dairy farmers is set to
come up in this city of
Rajasthan with 738 hous-
es, fodder stores and a sin-
gle cattle shade capable to
accommodate at least 28
cattle.

The one-of-its-kind
township being built
under the Rs 300 crore-
worth Devnarayan
Integrated Housing
Scheme (DIHS) by Kota
Urban Infrastructure
Trust (UIT) will be com-
pleted by April 30, officials
said on Sunday.

Preparations are under-
way to shift the animal
rearers into the 738 houses
attached with a cattle yard
and fodder store in the
first week of May, they
said.

According to UIT offi-
cials, the township is
spread over 105.09
hectares of land in
Dharmpura and Bandha

village amid natural
greenery, away from the
urban hurly-burly, around
7 kilometers from south-
ern bypass.

“At least 738 houses of
35X90 feet, each with two
rooms, kitchen, bathroom,
verandah, fodder store
and cattle shade capable to
accommodate at least 28
cattle, have been con-
structed in the hi-tech
township.

“Besides, a commercial
activity zone for dairy

units, straw (Bhusa) and
‘Khal Churi’ (fodder) has
also been developed in the
township. School, primary
health centre, veterinary
hospital, community hall,
society office, police check
post, GSS, water tanks,
sewer line, park, drains,
STP, cattle fair ground,
milk mandi and theatre
have also been designed in
the township,” they said.

Apart from it, a biogas
plant for the disposal of
cow dung from around

15,000 cattle is also being
set up here. The plant will
provide additional source
of income to ‘Pashu
Paalak’ (animal rearers)
as they would be able to
sell the cow dung to the
plant, they said.

Rajasthan Urban
Development & Housing
Minister Shanti Dhariwal
noted that the upcoming
township will improve the
lifestyle of diary farmers
and provide city residents
a sustainable relief from
stray cattle menace that
had posed a threat to them
despite the city being in
the list of ‘Smart City’.

Commenting on the
project, Kota collector
Harimohan Meena, who is
also the UIT chairman,
said it is a one-of-its kind
initiative and special
camps will be organised
for allotment of drinking
water and domestic elec-
tricity connection to the
dairy farmers from April
25 April 30.

p Chidambaram on
bulldozer-enabled
demolitions

Manilal Vaghela and Kailash Gadhvi

A cowshed at DIHS, Kota in Rajasthan.
James PK Sangma
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VICTIMS OF COLLAPSE

Activists and relatives of victims of Rana Plaza building collapse, protest to mark the
ninth anniversary of the disaster in Savar, Bangladesh on Sunday.

BRIEF

Supply
Algiers: Algerian
President
Abdelmadjid
Tebboune said his
country will not
abandon its commit-
ment to supply Spain
with gas despite a
diplomatic row with
the European coun-
try over Western
Sahara. “We assure
the Spanish friends,
the Spanish people
that Algeria will
never abandon its
commitment to sup-
ply Spain with gas
under any circum-
stances,” Tebboune
said. Algeria said in
March it was recall-
ing its ambassador to
Madrid for consulta-
tions.

Damaged
Cairo: Clashes be-
tween government-
allied militias in
western Libya
caused damage to a
sprawling oil facility,
the state-run oil com-
pany said, the latest
blow to the energy
sector in the chaos-
stricken
Mediterranean na-
tion. The fighting
erupted in the
coastal town of
Zawiya between two
rival militias allied
with government of
Prime Minister
Abdul Hamid
Dbeibah, which is
based in capital of
Tripoli. National Oil
Corp said the fight-
ing damaged at least
29 sites.

Split
Chicago: An Air
Force major general
in Ohio, US has
been convicted by a
military judge of
one of three specifi-
cations of abusive
sexual contact in
the first-ever mili-
tary trial of an Air
Force general. The
charge faced by Maj
Gen William Cooley
during the week-
long court martial
at Wright-Patterson
Air Force Base in
Ohio had three spec-
ifications, alleging
forcible harrass-
ment in 2018. Cooley
was convicted of
the forcible specifi-
cation but acquitted
the other two.

Appoints 
Rome: Pope Francis
made key appoint-
ments in his newly re-
formed Vatican bu-
reaucracy, naming
new deputies for the
doctrine office and
confirming the high-
est-ranked woman in
the Holy See as the No
2 in the development
office. The appoint-
ments are some of
first since Francis last
month issued his long
awaited overhaul of
Vatican Curia or bureau-
cracy, which acts as cen-
tral government for 1.3
billion strong Catholic
Church. Irish
Monsignor John
Kennedy was promoted.

Protest
Berlin: Thousands of
people protested
against plans to bull-
doze a village in west-
ern Germany to ex-
pand a coal mine that
environmental ac-
tivists say should be
shut down, not en-
larged. The demon-
stration in
Luetzerath, about 40
kilometers (25 miles)
west of Cologne,
passed by peacefully.
It came weeks after
the village’s last
farmer sold his prop-
erty to the utility com-
pany RWE after losing
a court case against
his eviction. The vil-
lage is still inhabited
by activists.

Shanghai, Apr 24 (AFP):

Shanghai reported 39
COVID-19 deaths Sunday, its
highest daily toll despite
weeks of lockdowns, while
China’s capital Beijing
warned of a “grim” situa-
tion with rising infections.

The world’s second-
largest economy has been
struggling to stamp out its
worst outbreak in two years
with a playbook of harsh
lockdowns and mass testing
as it sticks to a strict zero-
Covid policy, taking a heavy
toll on businesses and pub-
lic morale.

The cosmopolitan busi-
ness hub of Shanghai has
been almost entirely locked
down since the start of the
month, snarling supply
chains, with many residents
confined to their homes for
even longer as it became the
epicentre of the outbreak.

China’s biggest city only
announced its first fatalities
from the outbreak on April
18, despite reporting thou-
sands of cases each day in
recent weeks.

It reported 39 more
deaths on Sunday, National
Health Commission data
showed, bringing its total
toll to 87, while the country
logged nearly 22,000 new

local virus cases.
Shanghai’s previous

highest daily toll since lock-
down was 12, reported a day
earlier.

The city of 25 million has
struggled to provide fresh
food to those confined at
home, while patients have
reported trouble accessing
regular medical care as
thousands of health staff
were deployed for Covid
testing and treatment.
Health officials have
warned of the particular
risks of COVID-19 to the
country’s older and largely
unvaccinated population,
saying the average age
among fatalities in
Shanghai’s outbreak was 81.

Five of those who died had
been vaccinated, though au-
thorities have said the
deaths involved people who
had severe underlying dis-
eases and who were in criti-
cal condition.

Doubts have been raised
over the efficacy of China’s
homegrown vaccines, and
Beijing has not imported
any foreign-made jabs.
Censors have battled to
scrub an online backlash
against the prolonged lock-
down in Shanghai, includ-
ing the rapid censorship of
a viral video by residents
outlining their daily chal-
lenges to eat and access es-
sential services. A residen-
tial building fire sparked

fear and criticism on social
media, given that many
exits in compounds have
generally been sealed as
part of Covid controls.

Meanwhile 22 more infec-
tions were reported in
Beijing, after warnings
from an official that the city
must take urgent action.
Health official Pang
Xinghuo said preliminary
observations suggested
COVID-19 had been “spread-
ing invisibly” within the
capital for a week now, af-
fecting “schools, tour
groups and many families”.

“The risk of continued
and hidden transmission is
high, and the situation is
grim,” Tian Wei of Beijing’s
Municipal Party Committee
told a press briefing. “The
whole city of Beijing must
act immediately.” Targeted
lockdowns have already
been imposed on some com-
munities where COVID-19
cases have been found,
while some fitness studios
in the capital said they were
suspending classes indefi-
nitely.

Beijing has also imposed
tight controls on entry to
the city, with travellers re-
quired to have a negative
Covid test from within 48
hours.

China COVID-19 death toll rises
as grim situation warned

An officer disinfects a colleague during lockdown in
Shanghai on Sunday.

Paris, Apr 24 (AP):

France began voting in
a presidential runoff elec-
tion Sunday with reper-
cussions for Europe’s fu-
ture, with centrist incum-
bent Emmanuel Macron
the front-runner but fight-
ing a tough challenge from
far-right rival Marine Le
Pen. The centrist Macron
is asking voters to trust
him for a second five-year
term despite a presidency
troubled by protests, the
pandemic and the war in
Ukraine. A Macron victo-
ry in this vote would make
him the first French presi-
dent in 20 years to win a
second term.

The result of voting in
France, a nuclear-armed
nation with one of the
world’s biggest economies,
could also impact the con-
flict in Ukraine, as France
has played a key role in

diplomatic efforts and sup-
port for sanctions against
Russia.

Le Pen’s support in
France’s electorate has
grown during this cam-
paign to her highest level
ever, and much will de-
pend Sunday on how
many people turn out to

vote. Many of those ex-
pected to choose Macron
are doing so to keep out Le
Pen and ideas seen as too
extreme and anti-demo-
cratic, such as her plan to
ban the Muslim headscarf
in public, or her ties to
Russia.

Both candidates are try-

ing to court the 7.7 million
votes of a leftist candidate
Jean-Luc Melenchon, de-
feated in the first vote.

For many who voted for
left-wing candidates in the
first round April 10, this
runoff vote presents a un-
palatable choice between a
nationalist in Le Pen, and
a president who some feel
has veered to the right
during his first term.

The outcome could de-
pend on how left-wing vot-
ers make up their minds:
between backing Macron
or abstaining and leaving
him to fend for himself
against Le Pen.

All opinion polls in re-
cent days converge toward
a win for the 44-year-old
pro-European centrist yet
the margin over his 53-
year-old nationalist rival
varies broadly, from 6 to 15
percentage points, depend-
ing on the poll.

France votes in tense presidential runoffIn Kharkiv’s metro, carving out
life away from bombs

Kharkiv, Apr 24 (AFP):

When Russian troops
steamrolled through her
east Ukrainian village in
February, Elena
Ivanovna’s family packed
their car before dawn and

fled to Kharkiv, where they
unwittingly found them-
selves on the front line.

Ukraine’s second city
has been pummelled by
strikes day and night since
Russian forces attempted
to seize it at the start of

the invasion.
The bitter fighting has

rendered the city of 1.5
million a tangle of blown-
out shops and smoulder-
ing apartment blocks, and
forced families like
Ivanovna’s underground
where they are sheltering
in the metro.

“We thought that here
(in Kharkiv) we would find
salvation, but it became
the front line. Helicopters
and planes were bombing
the city. So we decided to
come to the metro,” the 40-
year-old kindergarten
teacher said.

On February 24, the
night of the invasion,
Ivanovna and her family
were asleep in their vil-
lage Lyptsi, just 10 kilome-
tres (six miles) from the
Russian border.

Ljubljana, Apr 24 (AP):

Slovenians are casting bal-
lots Sunday in a parliamen-
tary election that is expected
to be a tight race between the
ruling right-wing populist
party of Prime Minister Janez
Jansa and opposition green-
liberals in the politically di-
vided European Union nation.

About 1.7 million voters
will choose from an array of
parties running for seats in
the 90-member legislature.
The ruling conservative
Slovenian Democratic Party
and newly formed Freedom
Movement have led polls

ahead of the vote. Surveys,
however, have suggested that

there will be no clear winner
in the election and that a coali-

tion government will have to
be formed after the vote, made
up of at least three or four par-
ties. ‘This is an important day
as these elections decide how
Slovenia will develop not only
in the next four years, but in
the next decade,’ Jansa said
upon voting on Sunday.
‘Expectations are good.’ Jansa
became prime minister a little
over two years ago after the
previous liberal premier re-
signed. An admirer of former
US President Donald Trump,
Jansa has pushed the country
to the right since taking over
at the start of the COVID-19
pandemic.

Slovenians vote in race between
populists, liberals

A man casts his ballot at a polling station during Slovenia’s
general election in Arnace, on Sunday.

Scientists to scour African waters
to gauge ocean pollution

Cape Town, Apr 24 (AFP):

Scientists have began a
five-month mission to
study how plastic pollu-
tion in Africa’s main
rivers and climate change
stresses are impacting mi-
croorganisms in the
Atlantic ocean, they an-
nounced.

The survey is being
staged from the 33-year-
old Tara research
schooner which arrived
in South Africa’s Cape

Town ahead of the expedi-
tion up the West African
coast. The researchers
will analyse how nutri-
ents and pollution in
major African rivers - the
Congo, Orange, Gambia
and Senegal - are affecting
the Atlantic.

They will trace the
sources of plastic pollu-
tion at river mouths, to
understand their distribu-
tion and the types of ma-
terial involved.

The research station

will also cast nets that can
go up to 1,000 metres
below the ocean’s surface,
to collect samples from
ecosystems called “micro-
biomes”, to be analysed in
labs on land. The data
gathered will help answer
key questions about the
world’s oceans.

The researchers will
also study the Benguela
Current, which moves up
from South Africa to the
Namibian and Angolan
coasts.

Wildfires merge in New Mexico, threatening villages
Las Vegas, Apr 24 (AP):

Maggie Mulligan said
her dogs could sense the
panic while she and her
husband packed them up,
agonised over having to
leave horses behind and
fled a fast-moving wildfire
barrelling toward their
home in northeast New
Mexico, US.

We don’t know what’s
next, she said. We don’t
know if we can go back to
the horses.

Mulligan and her hus-
band, Bill Gombas, 67,
were among the anxious
residents who hurriedly
packed up and evacuated
their homes ahead of omi-
nous Western wildfires fu-
elled by tinder-dry condi-

tions and ferocious winds.
Over a dozen sizable

fires were burning in
Arizona and New Mexico,
destroying dozens of
homes and as of now
burning more than 174
square miles (451 square
kilometers). Winds that

howled Friday remained a
concern in northern New
Mexico where two fires
merged and quadrupled in
size to a combined 66
square miles (171 square
kilometers) in mountains
and grassland northwest
of Las Vegas.

Egypt gig economy workers face rough ride

Cairo, Apr 24 (AFP):

Young men on bikes and
scooters zip through Cairo,
Egypt’s sprawling mega-
lopolis, dodging cars to de-
liver more than a million or-
ders each day, with little
physical or legal protection.

Egypt’s digital gig econo-
my is growing, as economic
pressures push more of its
key demographic -– educat-
ed, urban youth –- into the
work-on-demand model.

Engineer Mohamed
Sherif, 37, joined online food

ordering company Talabat
as a bicycle courier in
Alexandria three months
ago because he couldn’t find
a job. “They bleed you dry
left and right, but there’s

nothing else to do,” he told
AFP.

In early April, Talabat
couriers called a two-day
strike to demand higher
wages, with only a fraction

of the 12,000 workforce join-
ing. The work stoppage re-
flected, however, the state of
Egypt’s sizeable, app-based
gig economy.

Inflation has climbed to a
three-year high of 12.1 per-
cent while the Egyptian
pound plunged to 18 percent
of its value. The mounting
economic hardships come
as global commodity prices
have soared following
Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine.

A courier who declined to
be named said commissions
have been stagnant since
2020 at 9-18 Egyptian pounds
(50 cents and $1). “You can
work a nine or 10-hour shift,
and just not get enough 
orders,” Sherif told AFP.

A delivery worker rides his motorbike in Cairo.

A resident grabs an envelope and ballots during second
round of France’s presidential election at a polling station
in Nauvay on Sunday.

China promotes coal in setback 
for efforts to cut emissions

Beijing, Apr 24 (AP):

China is promoting coal-
fired power as the ruling
Communist Party tries to
revive a sluggish economy,
prompting warnings
Beijing is setting back ef-
forts to cut climate-chang-
ing carbon emissions from
the biggest global source.

Official plans call for
boosting coal production ca-
pacity by 300 million tons
this year, according to news
reports. That is equal to 7%
of last year’s output of 4.1
billion tons, which was an
increase of 5.7% over 2020.
China is one of the biggest
investors in wind and solar,

but jittery leaders called for
more coal-fired power after
economic growth plunged
last year and shortages
caused blackouts and facto-
ry shutdowns. Russia’s at-
tack on Ukraine added to
anxiety that foreign oil and
coal supplies might be dis-
rupted. This mentality of
ensuring energy security
has become dominant,
trumping carbon neutrality,
said Li Shuo, a senior global
policy adviser for
Greenpeace.

We are moving into a rel-
atively unfavourable time
period for climate action in
China. Officials face politi-
cal pressure to ensure sta-

bility as President Xi
Jinping prepares to try to
break with tradition and
award himself a third five-
year term as ruling party
leader in the autumn. Coal
is important for energy se-
curity, Cabinet officials said
at an April 20 meeting that
approved plans to expand
production capacity, accord-
ing to Caixin, a business
news magazine.

The ruling party also is
building power plants to in-
ject money into the econo-
my and revive growth that
sank to 4% over a year earli-
er in the final quarter of
2021, down from the full
year’s 8.1% expansion.

A woman speaks with a child as they shelter in a subway
station on the northern outskirts of second largest
Ukrainian city of Kharkiv.

A firefighter knocks down flames trying to come up out of
the ravine where a fire occurred in Colorado Springs, US.

Everyone in gig
economy is in grey
area
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Language tactics
Immediately after taking

oath as President in November
2019, Gotabaya Rajapaksa had
promised "equality of all Sri
Lankans"; but with the rider of
"emphasis on Sinhala inter-
ests". What a fallacy. If indeed
Sinhala interests would be
specifically taken care of; how
can the spirit of equality sur-
vive. Hindi-promoters also fol-
low the same tactics smacking
of blatant hypocrisy. So pas-
sionate exhortations to Indians
to pursue their mother tongues;
but people are urged to use and
accept Hindi as well. Now, if
only Hindi gets awarded special
privilege along with annual
extravagant celebration of Hindi
Divas with much fanfare; how
can all Indian languages get
treated equally. If there lies "no
competition" between Hindi
and other Indian languages.
Moreover, it is the democratic
right of any two citizens of India
to speak with each other in any
language they deem fit ---
Sindhi or Nepali, English or
Chinese. If usage of "language
of India" gets so much stress;
why only Hindi. Why not
Kannada or Kokborok. After all,
those languages also form an
indispensable part of India! Is
this "nationalist movement" of
"glory to Hindi" through invoca-
tion of Anglophobia actually
nothing but a ploy to Hindi-ise
this whole multilingual demo-
cratic country by exterminating
English --- the main challenger
of the language of few North
Indian states ! And let the
"nationalists" remain aware of
the fact that as far as English is
concerned; not only is it the lan-
guage of higher education or
the window to reach out to the
world; it is also the only lan-
guage which can link and bind
all regions of India. English is
the only language which can
enable an Assamese to appreci-
ate Telugu literature, a Naga to
converse with a Gujarati. Thus it
is foolish to ignore the impor-
tance of English in spheres of
national interest. While
Switzerland places all lan-
guages spoken in its territory on
the same pedestal, multi-lingual
Israel revived the dead lan-
guage named Hebrew and des-
ignated it as the national lan-
guage so that no particular lin-
guistic group can get added
advantage. The world's largest
democracy should learn from
these nations what linguistic
democracy and equality are all
about.

KKaajjaall  CChhaatttteerrjjeeee,,  KKoollkkaattaa

Merge helplines
The Government's proposal

to merge the dedicated helpline
for children (1098) with the
emergency helpline (112) is not
a good idea (Page 1, April 17).
Police personnel who answer
the calls to 112 are not trained
like social workers to deal with
calls related to abuse and to
build confidence in children
who are traumatised and
scared. The police are already
overworked and may not have
the patience like trained social
workers to identify the problem,
find solutions and counsel chil-
dren in distress. Also, a single
helpline number (112) may not
work like 911 in the United
States. 

PPaallooccaarreenn,,  vviiaa  eemmaaiill

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

WHAT THEY TWEET!

NNiikkiittaa@@DDrrMMeehhrraa

I am a big fan of short pre-
sentations. Shorter atten-
tion spans necessitate them.
Mine included.  Yesterday, I
used a 9 slide presentation,
averaged 15 words a slide
and wrapped things up in 17
mins, leaving meaningful
time for Q&A. This is going
to be my go-to format
henceforth.

KKaanncchhaann@@GGuuppttaa

This is NOT true. The original hand-
written copy of the Constitution of
India had illustrations, including of
Sri Ram, by Nandalal Bose. This copy
was for signing by Constituent
Assembly members. It exists.
Facsimile copies of the original are
regularly published by Govt of India.

PPrroosseennjjiitt@@PPrroossaaiicc

Everybody loses. In the Russia-
Ukraine war, there will be no
winners. Not Russia, not Ukraine,
not western European countries,
not Belorussia, not the US. The
degree of pain and loss will differ
of course. The possible exception
is China…

PPaarraammjjeeeett@@IIaamm__PPaarraamm

A doctor friend of mine says a
lot of vested interests play in
the blogs and other websites
which write about treatments
for diseases. This could be
true right. A website doesn't
know anything about me.
Doctor atleast does a check
up before prescribing. Pls
correct if wrong

wwaakkaasshhmmiirr@@wwaakkaasshhmmiirr

#Naseem_Bagh...#Srinagar_Kashmir

PPrrooff@@RRaajjeeeevvSSrriinniivvaassaa

Bad ideas, both. India makes pretty
decent whisky. And exporting
skilled people isn't going to help.
See Kerala. Britain wants low value
Indian textiles and agri products,
while exporting engineered goods
to India. How is this different from
the way it was under colonialism?

F acing a backlash from the opposition political par-
ties for banning the use of 'jugad rehris' vehicles,

the Punjab police has suspended its drive against the in-
novative carts made up of old motorcycles. In a fresh di-
rection, the additional director general of police (traffic)
asked district police chiefs to take no actions against
jugad rehri' owners till further order. They were asked
to rather spread awareness among drivers about their
innovative vehicle's accidental nature and their illegali-
ty. The development came after the opposition parties
strongly condemned the police's earlier order banning
the use of 'jugad rehris'. The opposition parties earlier
in the day had slammed the AAP-led government in the
state, saying the ban would render thousands of people
jobless. Those who run 'jugad rehris' also condemned
the state government's decision and questioned how
they would earn their livelihood. Several people across
the state run 'jugad rehris' for selling fruit and vegeta-
bles, transporting materials such as cement, sand, elec-
tronic goods and sometimes and often passengers too.
The 'jugad' is said to have emerged in Punjab in the
1960s, where farmers put together a contraption by at-
taching a pumpset engine with discarded automobile
parts and a three or four-wheeled cart to transport agri-
cultural produce and people over short distances. Peter
rehras and Gharukas are a common sight in the state's
hinterland. With fares ranging from Re 1 to Rs 4, the
'jugad', over the years, has evolved into a very viable
public transport vehicle for the people in these villages,
connected, if at all by scarred, bumpy roads. Solutions
based on 'jugad' indicate what we lack in design, manu-
facture, supply chain and user-driven processes. Its de-
piction in popular culture normalised it, while manage-
ment experts mainstreamed it, much to the chagrin of
frugal or grassroots innovators whose works are being
dubbed as 'jugad' too. Global management experts attrib-
ute India's rapid economic growth to 'jugad'.

In a recent survey by the Legatum Institute, 81 percent
of Indian businessmen said 'jugad' was the key reason
for their success. This term is now used as much by en-
terprising street mechanics as by key business men and
professionals and is understood all over India and
abroad. The word 'jugad' has entered the Wikipedia also.
Oxford English Dictionary has also added this Indian
word 'jugad' in it, describing it 'as a means involving the
use of skill and imagination to find an easy and cheap
solution or alternative to the problems'. But what these
vehicles also highlight is the failure of Indian industry
to come up with products relevant to a large section of
India's population. A bicycle cart comes for, say, Rs
10,000. And three-wheeled goods carrier comes for about
Rs 4 lakh. There is no product available in that interven-
ing space. Which is what India's barefoot inventors are
innovating and patching together. On the one hand there
is our organized educated world of auto folks, people
that swear by computer-based design, static and tran-
sient dynamic finite-element analysis and computer-
based vibration-acoustics simulation On the other hand,
there is this amazing contrast of sorts – that our nation's
unlettered artisans can rivet and weld together from
odds and ends, vehicles to mobilize the nation of one bil-
lion, vehicles that bear loads and are capable of driver
controlled movement, acceleration, deceleration and
braking to a halt without loss of life or limb. What a pen-
dulum swing. With focus now shifting to electric vehi-
cles and reports of battery explosions, the auto industry
should create a model for distributed and localised man-
ufacturing. Unaffordability of automotive vehicles has
been a long issue in India with heavy taxation on sale of
road legal vehicles.

Livelihood vehicles

S ri Lanka's money printing ratcheted up from
around February 2020, under the so-called 'devel-

opmental state or production economy framework which
was said to be similar to Modern Monetary Theory
(MMT). Food prices are up 36 percent since then.
However initial money printing triggered the current
currency crisis that began around August 2019 under the
earlier 'output gap targeting' framework which is a
milder version of the stimulus. There is no more debate
about Sri Lanka defaulting, in fact there never should
have been. It was clear that the Rajapaksa path of stem-
ming the tide would fail to suffice but those with eyes
wide shut failed to sound the alarm and branded those
who did as doomsayers and mischievous elements. The
promised Vistas of Prosperity and Splendour never ma-
terialised and the bubble of hubris that sustained this
regime thus far has exploded in citizens faces. The out-
look is grim, especially as the Rajapaksa government re-
mains woefully incapable of facing reality. While MMT
is not new, it has been gaining traction in recent years.
And a significant share of its following nowadays comes
across almost as zealots, unwilling to brook any dissent.
Meanwhile, mainstream economists largely regard
MMT as tantamount to professional heresy, with some
avoiding so much as uttering its name.

Needless to say, the rigid stances of MMT's devotees
and detractors have not lent themselves to productive dis-
cussion. This is a serious loss for policymakers, because
MMT includes both problematic propositions and per-
fectly reasonable, even highly useful positions. In the lat-
ter category, the idea that stands out is essentially func-
tional finance theory. Proposed by Abba Lerner in 1943,
Functional Financial Theory (FFT) holds that, because
governments borrowing in their own currency can al-
ways print money to service their debts, but still face in-
flation risks, they should aim to balance supply and de-
mand at full employment, rather than fret about balanc-
ing the budget. But MMT and FFT are not synonymous.
MMT includes two additional propositions that, in my
view, are unsound. The first is that monetary policy
should be conducted in such a way that it facilitates fis-
cal-policy decisions, such as by maintaining a constant
(very low) interest rate. More important, if interest rates
are held constant, and prices start to rise, inflation could
snowball. MMT proponents would advocate tax hikes as a
way to manage aggregate demand and control inflation.
Sri Lanka is now paying price for its devotion to MMT.

Lanka’s monetary devotion
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People walk by tulip flowers at Emirgan Park in the Bosphorus area in Istanbul, Turkey.

R ussia's invasion of Ukraine
has brought strong Western

condemnation and sanctions, but
many nations around the world have
chosen not to join this united front.
Dozens of governments outside
Europe and North America have
been reluctant to censure Russia,
and many more have refrained from
joining multilateral sanctions. China
has tacitly supported the Kremlin
since its February affirmation of a
Sino-Russian friendship with 'no lim-
its.' A few others have backed Russia
vocally, among them Belarus, which
has served as a staging ground for
the Russian invasion. Meanwhile,
other governments have sat on the
fence. Brazilian President Jair
Bolsonaro said pointedly that his
country 'will not take sides.' Indian
leaders have reaffirmed their policy
of nonalignment, implying that their
nation will seek to stay out of the
fight. South Africa, Pakistan and
numerous other nations are follow-
ing a similar path.

As a scholar of international poli-
tics, I believe responses to recent
Russian aggression shed light on
how governments throughout what
is known as the Global South are apt
to behave if a new Cold War takes
shape. Unless governments are
threatened directly, many appear
content to espouse nonalignment – a
policy of avoiding strong support for
the West or for its principal rivals in
Moscow and Beijing. Nonalignment
may be a sensible strategy for indi-
vidual countries as a way to preserve
autonomy and avoid costly choices
between major powers. However, I
believe international peace and

security will suffer if too many states
refuse to take sides in cases like
Ukraine. The concept of nonalign-
ment emerged in the 1950s. It
implied a refusal to join the rival
Cold War blocs led by Washington
and Moscow. The concept was pio-
neered by a group of post-World War
II leaders including India's
Jawaharlal Nehru, Indonesia's
Sukarno, Egypt's Gamal Abdel
Nasser, Ghana's Kwame Nkrumah
and Yugoslavia's Josip Broz Tito.

Despite representing a broad
range of political ideologies, they all
saw nonalignment as a way to resist
colonial and imperial powers, pre-
serve independence and stay out of
the Soviet-American conflict. These
ideas led to the 1961 establishment
of the Non-Aligned Movement, a
loosely organized group that soon
included most of the world's coun-
tries and population. Several core
principles guided the movement,
including anti-colonialism, anti-
imperialism, respect for sovereignty
and territorial integrity, nonaggres-
sion and noninterference. Yet the
movement faced a dilemma from the
start. When a powerful state violates
core principles like sovereignty and
territorial integrity, should members
of the Non-Aligned Movement take
sides to oppose it? The movement's
diverse members occasionally took
strong unified stands. For example,
they joined in opposing colonial rule
in Rhodesia and apartheid in Namibia
and South Africa. When superpower
interests were more directly in play,
however, nonaligned states failed to
agree on when to take sides.

Leftist leaders in states such as

Cuba and Vietnam saw the Western
powers as neoimperial threats and
sided clearly with Moscow despite
joining the Non-Aligned Movement.
Conservative states, such as Saudi
Arabia and Morocco, tilted consis-
tently toward Washington. Many
sought relative neutrality. But all
these states remained in the move-
ment, which has no agreed standard
for what degree of alignment is
acceptable. The differences among
members of the Non-Aligned
Movement undermined their ability
to exercise collective clout, even
when superpowers rode roughshod
over norms of sovereignty and self-
determination. In 1979, for example,
members were deeply divided over
the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan.
Fifty-six voted to condemn the Soviet
invasion at the United Nations, but
nine supported Moscow and 26
abstained. Those numbers are
remarkably similar to recent votes on
Ukraine. Divisions over the Soviet
war in Afghanistan weakened the
Non-Aligned Movement and undercut
its ability to enforce international
norms and influence Soviet policy.
The movement's relevance declined
after the Cold War, as its diverse
members struggled to define its role
in a world no longer shaped by a
Soviet-American standoff. Still, the
movement has survived, and its 120
members recently celebrated the
group's 60th anniversary in Belgrade.

The Non-Aligned Movement faces
new challenges today, as the war in
Ukraine continues. For many govern-
ments in Africa, Asia, the Middle
East and Latin America, nonalign-
ment remains appealing. Most
depend heavily on trade, aid and
investment both from the Western
powers and from China (if not also
from Russia). Choosing sides could
thus be crippling economically. That
danger is apparent in Belarus, which
faces stiff Western sanctions for aid-
ing the Russian war effort. Countries
opposing Russia also risk debilitating
energy cutoffs. Taking sides against
China in any future scenario, such as
conflict over Taiwan, would be even
more costly. Relative nonalignment
is also attractive from a security
standpoint. It enables governments

to obtain weapons from multiple
sources and limit dependence on any
single power. This is a major factor
for India, which remains heavily
reliant on Russian arms, and to a
lesser extent for countries like
Vietnam. Nonalignment helps keep
diplomatic doors open as well. 

This appeals to governments wary
of losing policy autonomy if they rely
too much on one powerful state or
bloc for political support. For all of
these reasons, nonalignment is likely
to continue to be common. In fact,
its strategic appeal is arguably
stronger now than it was during the
Cold War because of greater global
integration. Unlike the 1950s, most
countries now have strong econom-
ic, political and, in some cases, mili-
tary linkages to both East and West.
Nonalignment may be sensible poli-
cy for individual states, but it could
spell trouble for international securi-
ty. Russian President Vladimir Putin
has shattered the illusion that terri-
torial conquest and great-power
wars were consigned to the past,
and in so doing put his fist through
the defining principles of the Non-
Aligned Movement. Reluctance to
take sides in such a clear case of
aggression can weaken international
norms and undermine global securi-
ty. At this stage, most members of
the Non-Aligned Movement have
condemned Russian attacks. Yet only
one, Singapore, has imposed sanc-
tions. Others are passing the buck,
making the war in Ukraine a burden
for the United States and its core
allies to bear. In doing so, they are
making it easier for the Kremlin to
sustain a brutal military campaign.
They are sending the message that
aggression and territorial seizure by
major powers will be tolerated. I
believe this represents a major
missed opportunity to defend the
anti-imperial norms at the core of
the Non-Aligned Movement. The
movement's members have pro-
found interests in reasserting those
norms on behalf of Ukraine, as they
are among the most vulnerable to
being next.

((JJoohhnn  CCiioorrcciiaarrii  iiss  AAssssoocciiaattee
PPrrooffeessssoorr  ooff  PPuubblliicc  PPoolliiccyy,,

UUnniivveerrssiittyy  ooff  MMiicchhiiggaann,,  UUSS..))

Revitalized non-aligned movement could emerge

AAnnmmooll@@jjaammmmyyppaannttss44

The segregation of movies meant
for theatres vs OTT is very clear
now! The audience is demanding
for big scale escapism vs remakes
or socially driven mid budget
films.  There will always be anom-
alies but there's no escaping this
anymore. #Bollywood.

EMIRGAN PARK

JOHN CIORCIARI
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BRIEF

Aims

New Delhi: Luxury
mattress brand
Springfit aims a
turnover of Rs 1,000-
1,200 crore in the next
five years, helped by
growth from domestic
and exports markets.
ED Nitin Gupta told
PTI that target is to es-
tablish around 150-200
exclusive showrooms
in next two years.

Outreach
Hyderabad: An event
to create awareness
among the industry
and exporters from
Telangana, particular-
ly the MSME sector,
about the potential
benefits of India’s
trade agreements
with the UAE and
Australia was held in
Hyderabad. The sig-
nificant milestones
achieved in the form
of the record-high an-
nual exports of goods
and services in the
current year of
around USD 669.6 bil-
lion and the success-
ful vaccination drive
showcase India in a
positive light with po-
tential.

Initiative

Manila: The World
Travel and Tourism
Council (WTTC) has
launched Hotel
Sustainability Basics’,
a set of criteria that
all hotels are expected
to implement to drive
responsible travel and
tourism, Council
President Julia
Simpson said it will
help tourim sector.

Turnover 
New Delhi: The
Kamdhenu Group is
eyeing for a brand
sales turnover of Rs
22,000 crore from its
steel business by fi-
nancial year 2023-24,
its Chairman and
Managing Director
(CMD) Satish
Agarwal said. The
Gurugram-based
TMT rebars maker
operates on a fran-
chisee model in the
steel segment.

Plans

New Delhi:
WhiteOak Capital
Asset Management, a
new entrant to the
mutual fund space, is
looking to open nearly
100 branches across
the country in the
next 12-18 months.

Innovation
Mumbai: Constant in-
novation and creating
a culture that encour-
ages new ideas are key
to building a success-
ful business, Marico
founder and chairman
Harsh Mariwala said.
“I realised the impor-
tance of innovation 20
years back. When I
look back at our
brands, they all have
something different
which has succeeded
in the market.

JEWELLERY EXHIBITION

Models show gold ornaments during a jewellery exhibition at Gyan Bhawan, in Patna, Bihar on Sunday.

New Delhi, Apr 24 (PTI):

The current power cri-
sis is mainly on account of
sharp decline in electricity
generation from different
fuel sources and not due to
non-availability of domes-
tic coal, a top official said
on Sunday. The above
statement assumes signifi-
cance in the wake of re-
ports of many states, in-
cluding Maharashtra, fac-
ing power outages due to
shortage of coal.

In an interview to PTI,
Coal Secretary AK Jain at-
tributed the low coal
stocks at power plants to
several factors such as

heightened power demand
due to the boom in the
economy post COVID-19,
early arrival of summer,
rise in the price of gas and
imported coal and sharp
fall in electricity genera-
tion by coastal thermal
power plants. “It is not a
coal crisis but a power de-
mand-supply mismatch...
The power demand has

registered an upswing as
the economy has bounced
back, summers have ar-
rived early and the price of
gas and imported coal
have shot up sharply,” Jain
explained.

He added that a slew of
measures are already
under way to enhance
total power supply in the
country. The gas-based
power generation which
has fallen drastically in
the country has aggravat-
ed the crisis. “Some of the
thermal power plants in
India were built along the
coast so that imported coal
could be used, brought
from nearby countries like
Indonesia... But with the
sharp rise in the price of
imported coal they have
reduced the imports,” Jain
said.

Current power crisis due
to sharp fall in generation 

AK Jain

 Not due to 
non-availability of
domestic coal

New Delhi, Apr 24 (PTI):

India’s crude oil import
bill nearly doubled to USD
119 billion in the fiscal
year that ended on March
31, as energy prices soared
globally following the re-
turn of demand and war
in Ukraine.

India, the world’s third
biggest oil consuming and
importing nation, spent
USD 119.2 billion in 2021-22
(April 2021 to March 2022),
up from USD 62.2 billion in
the previous fiscal year, ac-
cording to data from the
oil ministry’s Petroleum
Planning & Analysis Cell
(PPAC).

It spent USD 13.7 billion
in March alone, when oil
prices surged to 14-year
high. This compared with
USD 8.4 billion spending
in the same month last
year.

Oil prices started to
surge from January and
rates crossed USD 100 per

barrel in the following
month before touching
USD 140 per barrel in early
March. Prices have since
receded and are now
around USD 106 per bar-
rel.

According to PPAC,
India imported 212.2 mil-
lion tonnes of crude oil in
2021-22, up from 196.5 mil-
lion tonnes in the previous
year. This was, however,
lower than pre-pandemic
imports of 227 million

tonnes in 2019-20. The
spending on oil imports in
2019-20 was USD 101.4 bil-
lion.

The imported crude oil
is turned into value-added
products like petrol and
diesel at oil refineries, be-
fore being sold to automo-
biles and other users.

India, which is 85.5 per
cent dependent on imports
to meet crude oil needs,
has a surplus refining ca-
pacity and it exports some

petroleum products but is
short on production of
cooking gas LPG, which is
imported from nations
like Saudi Arabia.

The nation consumed
202.7 million tonnes of pe-
troleum products in 2021-
22, up from 194.3 million
tonnes in the previous fis-
cal, but lower than pre-
pandemic 214.1 million
tonnes demand in 2019-20.

Import of petroleum
products in 2021-22 fiscal
was 40.2 million tonnes
worth USD 24.2 billion. On
the other hand, 61.8 mil-
lion tonnes of petroleum
products were also export-
ed for USD 42.3 billion.

Besides, India also spent
USD 11.9 billion on import
of 32 billion cubic meters
of LNG in 2021-22. This
compared to USD 7.9 bil-
lion spent on import of 33
bcm of gas in the previous
fiscal and USD 9.5 billion
on import of 33.9 bcm in
2019-20.

India’s oil import bill doubles to USD 119 bn in FY-22

New Delhi, Apr 24 (PTI):

Investors are yet to
warm up to the concept of
sustainable investing with
sustainable or ESG (envi-
ronmental, social, and gov-
ernance) funds in India
witnessing outflows of Rs
315 crore in 2021-22.

This comes following a
staggering inflow of Rs
4,884 crore in FY 2020-21.
Prior to that, sustainable
funds saw an infusion of
over Rs 2,000 crore, accord-
ing to data compiled by
Morningstar India.

Going forward, ESG
considerations will be-
come an integral part of
the overall investing
framework for asset man-
agers in India, experts
said. Most flows into sus-
tainable funds so far have
come in during the new
fund offer (NFO) period

and 2020-21 financial year
witnessed significant in-
flows as there were several
ESG fund launches,
K a u s t u b h
B e l a p u r k a r ,
Director -

Manager Research,
Morningstar India, said.
Currently, markets are
volatile and flows are im-
pacted across asset class-
es due to both macro and
micro conditions, Nakul
Zaveri, Managing Partner,
Relativity Investment
Advisors, said. “However,
by definition sustainable
funds are required to be

long term in nature but
these funds better under-
stand long term competi-
tive advantage and now
resilience post Covid
much better than last
year. Such funds will al-
ways be less volatile in na-
ture,” he added.
Sustainable funds offer
exposure to themes such
as renewable energy, low
carbon, green transport
and environmental pro-
tection. Globally flows
into sustainable funds
continue at a rapid pace,
with assets in sustainable
funds globally exceeding
USD 2.7 trillion as of
December 2021. It’s still
early in India from an
ESG perspective, but with
the launch of ESG funds
in the last few years, there
are investable options
available for investors,
Belapurkar said.

Sustainable funds see 
Rs 315 cr outflow in FY21-22

New Delhi, Apr 24 (PTI):

Several exporters have
received pending pay-
ments for shipments
made to Russia before
February 24

— the day Russia-
Ukraine conflict began —
and Department of
Financial Services is
working with banks to fa-
cilitate clearance of re-
maining dues, a govern-
ment official said.

Federation of Indian
Export Organisations
(FIEO) had shared with
the Directorate General
of Foreign Trade (DGFT)
in March that Indian ex-
porters have payments of
about USD 400-500 mil-

lion pending in Russia.
DGFT had shared that in-
formation with
Department of Financial
Services (DFS). About 60
per cent of the exporters
have received their pay-
ments from Russian buy-
ers and for the remain-
ing, DFS is working to fa-
cilitate the payments, the
official said. Mumbai-

based exporter and
Chairman of
Technocraft Industries,
Sharda Kumar Saraf
said some exporters have
received their stuck pay-
ments but now it has
stopped.

The government
should immediately start
rupee-rouble trade with
Russia to push exports,

Saraf said. Ludhiana-
based Hand Tools
Association President S
C Ralhan too said that
several exporters have
received their dues as all
banks are not under
sanctions.

The government
should take some deci-
sion on the matter imme-
diately as it could ham-
per our exports and they
should allow rupee-rou-
ble trade, Ralhan said.

FIEO Vice President
Khalid Khan said pay-
ments are coming in sec-
tors including pharma,
and food.

However, still ex-
porters are struggling to
get money from Russia.
The RBI should give clear
directions to the banks to
accept payments from all
the sectors, Khan said.

Several exporters get pending 
payments for shipments to Russia
 Remaining under

works

New Delhi, Apr 24 (PTI):

Six working groups cre-
ated to suggest ways to im-
prove digitisation in the
state-owned banks and
strengthen their balance
sheets have been asked to
submit their respective re-
ports by December, accord-
ing to a senior banker.

Participating in the
meeting, Financial
Services Secretary Sanjay
Malhotra recently asked
the banks to explore
strategies for long-term
profitability and adopt a
more customer-centric ap-
proach. The senior banker,
who participated in the re-
cently concluded Manthan
2022 - a meeting of the top
PSU bankers, said the six
working groups would
look into functioning the
public sector banks (PSBs)
and suggest ways to im-
prove customer service,
digitisation, HR incen-

tives, corporate gover-
nance and collaboration.
The working groups are
expected to submit their
respective reports by the
end of the year, the banker
said. The groups will have
regular meetings and peri-
odic review to track the
progress of each panel, an-
other banker said.

Manthan was held on
April 22, to brainstorm
with the top leadership of
public sector banks and
unlock next-generation re-
forms, while continuing
with the EASE journey.

The last such exercise was
held in 2019. The first PSB
Manthan took place in
2014. Public sector banks
have turned corner in
2020-21, after booking loss-
es for five years due to var-
ious steps taken by the
government. It is to be
noted that no PSBs have
faced any loss in the April-
December period of 2021-
22 and clocked a collective
net profit of Rs 48,874
crore during this period.

They earned a com-
bined net profit of Rs
31,820 crore in 2020-21.
However, there were col-
lective losses for five
straight years during 2015-
16 to 2019-20.

The highest amount of
net loss was registered in
2017-18 at Rs 85,370 crore,
followed by Rs 66,636 crore
in 2018-19; Rs 25,941 crore
in 2019-20; Rs 17,993 crore
in 2015-16 and Rs 11,389
crore in 2016-17.

Six working groups over functioning
of PSBs to submit report by Dec

New Delhi, Apr 24 (PTI):

Union Agriculture
Ministry will organise a
campaign during April
25-30 to highlight the
achievements made in
the farm sector since in-
dependence and also cre-
ate awareness about the
various programmes run
by the Centre for the ben-
efits of farmers.

The campaign ‘Kisan
Bhagidari, Prathmikta
Hamari’ is being organ-
ised under ‘Azadi Ka
Amrit Mahotsav’ in asso-
ciation with various
other ministries, accord-
ing to an official state-
ment. More than 1 crore
farmers and stakeholders
are expected to partici-
pate in the campaign
through direct (offline)
and virtual (online) medi-

um across the country.
To create massive

awareness and wider
publicity, the outreach of
the campaign will be car-
ried out through print,
electronic and social
media, production of
audio video clips, jingles,
and short video films.
The agriculture ministry

has worked out a
roadmap for organising
various farmer-centric
campaigns, workshops,
programmes, seminars
and webinars during
Azadi ka Amrit
Mahotsav. In this connec-
tion, the ministry is or-
ganizing the Kisan
Bhagidari, Prathmikta

Hamari campaign from
April 25-30, 2022, the
statement said.

The ministry will high-
light milestones of agri-
culture development in 75
years of India’s
Independence during the
campaign.

The milestone includes
green revolution and self-
sufficiency in food grain
production; largest pro-
ducer of horticulture
crops; improvement in
crop irrigation; use of
ICT in agriculture; appli-
cation of remote sens-
ing/GIS/Drones in agri-
culture.

Application of bio-tech-
nology in agriculture; ad-
vancement in farm mech-
anization; soil health
management and effec-
tive management of pests
will also be highlighted.

AgriMin campaign to highlight
achievements in farm sector

New Delhi, Apr 24 (PTI):

State-owned Oil and
Natural Gas Corporation
(ONGC) has commis-
sioned two projects cost-
ing Rs 6,000 crore to add
7.5 million tonnes of oil
production and 1 billion
cubic meters of gas out-
put over the life of the
Mumbai High fields, as it
doubles down efforts to
raise productivity from
mature and aging fields.

A Rs 3,740-crore spend
has been made on a state-
of-the-art 8-legged water
injection-cum-living quar-
ter platform, as part of
the Mumbai High South
Redevelopment Phase-IV,
while Rs 2,292.46 crore
have been spent on
Cluster-8 marginal field
development project at
Mumbai High, the compa-
ny said in a statement.

“The two projects will
result in an incremental
gain of 7.5 million tonnes
of oil and more than 1
BCM of gas,” it said.

Oil Minister Hardeep
Singh Puri dedicated the
two major projects to the
nation at Western off-
shore on April 23. He was
accompanied by chair-
man Alka Mittal, Director
(T&FS) O P Singh and

Director (Offshore)
Pankaj Kumar.

“The minister ex-
pressed his appreciation
for the ONGC team for im-
plementing the two proj-
ects. He exhorted ONGC
to further enhance their
efforts to add more oil and
gas to the kitty of nations,
adopting accelerated ex-
ploration activities,” the
statement said.

ONGC commissions Rs 6,000 cr 
projects to boost oil, gas output



ACROSS

1. Stage whisper

6. Starting bet

10. Car

14. Proprietor

15. Quartet count

16. Nibble

17. Fair

19. Robust

20. Hit lightly

21. Fathers

22. Lost color

23. Reach

25. Most feeble

27. College woman

29. Speaks

32. Squirrel’s treat

35. Supernatural

38. ____ de Janeiro

39. Vatican leader

40. Feudal estate

41. Greek letter

42. Wind direction (abbr.)

43. Beatle beatkeeper

44. Speed trap device

45. Enjoy a book again

47. Tootsies

49. Picasso, e.g.

52. Close by (2 wds.)

56. Sees socially

58. Pester

60. Rebel general

61. Musician ____ Clapton

62. Admission

64. Dryer fuzz

65. Stratford-on-____

66. Adolescents

67. Falls behind

68. “The Way We ____”

69. Feel

DOWN

1. Heart artery

2. Perspire

3. Not appropriate

4. ____ Plaines

5. Eating away

6. Distant

7. ____ Prize

8. Oklahoma metropolis

9. Before, to Shakespeare

10. Shocked

11. Unmodified

12. Narrative

13. Had creditors

18. IX

22. ____ Sampras of tennis

24. Farm unit

26. Naturalist John ____

28. College official
30. Ms. Hayworth
31. Fly
32. Mimic
33. Pine ____
34. Working
36. School subj.
37. Mouth part
40. Skirt length
41. Shower alternative
43. Pied Piper followers
44. Quizzes again
46. Builds
48. Alleviate
50. Range
51. Singing voice
53. Foreigner
54. Broadway lights
55. Thick
56. Small valley
57. Opera song
59. Skin woe
62. Raven’s call
63. Behold
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You can relax a little at last! That’s what you

could be thinking with today’s celestial ener-

gy. The time is perfect to get ready for the

challenges that up to now were just anxieties

inside you. If you’re thinking clearly today,

Aquarius, it’s because you have the strength

to face your problems. Now that you have

your self-confidence back, you might open

your heart even wider to someone dear.

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

You’re interested in better understanding

yourself and your reactions to the world

around you. Well, Pisces, today you should

take the time to look over your successes

and failures, especially where your family

life is concerned. The atmosphere is chang-

ing and things will be much more positive

over the next few days. Think about sharing

with other people what you have learned.

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

This is a perfect day for falling in love,

Aries! You can expect anything to happen

today. You could even meet someone who

is ready to love, support, and listen to you

when you need him or her most. You need

to put all your fears and hesitations

behind you on a day like today. Besides, a

little madness every now and then won’t

hurt. Throw caution to the wind!

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

Today, Taurus, you’ll really be in the lime-
light. This could help you change what is
sometimes a very negative image you
have of yourself. You have a certain kind
of energy and magnetism about you - it’s
about time someone noticed! It’s only
natural that you should be proud of your-
self, and that other people should
acknowledge your hard work and effort.
Revel in this moment of glory!

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

If you’ve been feeling a little under the
weather, today’s planetary configura-
tion will make you feel a whole lot bet-
ter, Gemini. In a few days you’ll have
the strength to pick up where you left
off on the projects you perhaps began
last month. A lot of things are changing
in your life. Your motivations are evolv-
ing and your ambitions could be taking
a different direction.

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

Today is another passionate day in a

series of passionate days! Usually,

Cancer, you’re a fairly reserved person

where feelings are concerned. You’ll be

much more demonstrative with your

emotions over the next few days. You can

be like a fire trapped inside a wall of ice,

and today that ice is beginning to melt!

Let it â€“ and enjoy it!

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

If you come across someone a little

strange or eccentric today, try and get to

know him or her, because that person

could be a reflection of part of you. The

person will help you to see how modern

and innovative you are, and how much you

should appreciate your wonderful quali-

ties. Meeting this person could be a kind

of exercise in self-satisfaction.

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

If you often help people in need, or if
helping people is part of your profession,
this day will bring certain ideas to light,
Virgo. You need to take the time on a reg-
ular basis to take care of yourself. If you
don’t, you won’t be able to continue to
help others. Think about it and stop mak-
ing excuses for why you can’t do it. Think
of yourself for a change.

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

One couldn’t really say that you have a
hard time making decisions regarding
your love life, Libra. You’re a passionate
person and you believe in love at first
sight. You’re probably the most sponta-
neous lover in your immediate circle!
Add to that, you’re entering a period in
which your emotions will be heightened.
All the elements are there to ignite your
creativity in every aspect of your life.

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

You enjoy reaping rewards for all your
efforts. But in your love life, you have to
admit that you can never be sure of the
quantity or the quality of the fruits of your
labors. Yet, today, Scorpio, you could real-
ize that it’s time to plant some new seeds.
You might not know how they’ll turn out,
but you do know better than anyone else
that you can’t win if you don’t play.

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

You probably know that you don’t attain free-

dom in one fell swoop, but rather bit by bit as

you go through life, Sagittarius. Perhaps

you’ve been feeling as if you don’t have

enough freedom. Over the next few days you

could find the situations or people you need in

order to liberate yourself. Don’t forget that

love is the greatest freedom of all. It could be

time to make room for it in your life.

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

Throughout the day you may get the feeling
that something has changed in the way
people relate to each other, Capricorn. It
will be as if people are surer of themselves,
more open, more expressive. Where, exact-
ly, do you fit into all of this? Are you in a
mood to charm other people just for fun?
This period is perfect for taking care of your
appearance and getting in shape. Do it!

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20

C R O S S WO R D 280

SOLUTION 279

HOROSCOPE MONDAY APRIL 25

SS tar Plus thrives to keep
its audience hooked with

its evolving content and
diverse shows. The channel
held the first award of the
year 2022, the ‘Indian
Television Academy Awards’

on March 6. The Indian audi-
ence is intrigued by this award
show surpassing the ratings
and viewership of almost all
film awards over the years.
Numerous categories are
awarded at the ITA including

Best Actor, Best Actress,
Show Categories- Best Drama,
Comedy, Mythological,
Thriller to name a few. This
year the prestigious award for
– ‘Best Actor -Drama TV’ was
won by none other than the

talented actor Sudhanshu
Pandey for his exemplary per-
formance as Vanraj Shah in
‘Anupamaa’.

Actor Sudhanshu Pandey
while talking about his suc-
cessful win at the awards said,
“I feel absolutely elated to
have won the ITA award for
the Best Actor – Drama.
Winning an award for any
actor is a recognition of all the
hard work that the actor puts
in to bring the character
alive."  Many renowned per-
sonalities from Bollywood and
TV graced the one-of-a kind
evening. The event drew a
large number of important
and eminent artists.

‘‘IInnddiiaann  TTeelleevviissiioonn  AAccaaddeemmyy
AAwwaarrddss’’  wwaass  pprreemmiieerreedd  oonn
AApprriill  2244,,  22002222  aatt  99..0000  PPMM  oonnllyy
oonn  SSttaarr  PPlluuss..

Sudhanshu Pandey grabs 
‘Best Actor -Drama TV’ award 

Sayani Gupta : 
It's funny 

to be a 
semi-popular
actor in public

places 

B
ollywood star Sanjay Dutt,
whose performance in di-

recotr Prashanth Neel's pan-
Indian blockbuster 'KGF:
Chapter 2' has come in for
praise from all quarters, on
Saturday said that the credit for
how his character 'Adheera'
turned out in the film must go
entirely to director Prashanth
Neel.

Taking to Twitter, he tweeted
a post that read, "There will al-
ways be some films which will
be more special than others.
Every once in a while, I seek out
a film which pushes me out of
my comfort zone. It reminded
me of my own potential and
something about it felt like, I
could have fun with it. "This
film made me realise why cine-

ma at the end of the day, is a
product of passion. "Prashanth
Neel, my director, had sold the
vision of the menacing
'Adheera' to me. The credit, for
how my role turned out, goes
entirely to Prashanth. As the
captain of the ship, it's his
dream we all brought to screen.

"This film will always be a re-
minder that every time, life
pops a surprise, you have it in
you to do better than that. Lots
of love to my fans, family and
well wishers. They have all
been my pillars of strength."

The film, which features Yash
in the lead and which has
Raveena Tandon, Srinidhi
Shetty, Prakash Raj and Sanjay
Dutt playing pivotal roles, has
been a phenomenal hit.

Sanjay Dutt: Credit for how
my character turned out

should go to Prashanth Neel 

B
ollywood superstar
Ajay Devgn, who is

set to play a commercial
pilot, Captain Vikrant
Khanna, in his upcoming
directorial 'Runway 34',
feels that there is some-
thing about characters
who don a uniform and
he feels a certain affinity
towards them.

In the past, Ajay has
sported uniforms in films
like, 'Singham',
'Gangaajal' and 'LOC
Kargil'. When asked if he
ever feels the pressure
while wearing any of
these uniforms, he said in
a statement, "I have al-
ways been drawn to men
in uniform. Be it my cop
avatar in 'Gangaajal' and
the iconic 'Singham'; uni-
forms have a special sig-
nificance."

However, he feels that
this time around with
'Runway 34' things will be
a little different as a
pilot's uniform is more
stylized and has an ele-
ment of glamour associ-
ated with it, he added, "Of
course, the pilot's uni-
form has more glamour
associated with it. But be-
lieve me, along with the
glamour comes a huge re-
sponsibility. A pilot is ac-
tually a demi-God for the
passengers who repose
blind faith in him/her
while they fly. I was fully
aware of what this uni-
form brings with it.
Neither Rakul Preet
Singh(my co-pilot) nor I
took the uniform lightly."

Talking about the prep
he did, he shared, "We
trained for days before
shooting to get into the
character. We had a real
pilot on set to coach us.
We familiarised our-
selves with the cockpit;
learnt the use of the nu-
merous buttons on the
panel. It was a mini-
coaching class and we did
not take it lightly. We also

got lessons from the ATC
(air traffic control).
'Runway 34' is a film
based on true incidents
and we needed to keep the
authenticity." Inspired by
true events, 'Runway 34'
also stars Amitabh

Bachchan, Rakul Preet
Singh, Boman Irani,
Aakanksha Singh and
Angira Dhar. Produced
and directed by Ajay
Devgn, the film is set to
arrive in theatres on
April 29.

Ajay Devgn says there's something 
special about playing men in uniform 

TT hey say there is nothing
more pristine than the

bond between sisters. Then
what prompted Kadru (Parul
Chauhan) to enslave Vinta
(Toral Rasputra) and van-
quish her son Garud (Faisal
Khan)? What transpired
between the two? In one of
its most awaited reveals,
Sony SAB’s Dharm Yoddha
Garud is set to unwrap the
truth behind Vinta’s subju-
gation in the upcoming
episodes. As prophesied by
the great sages, Vinta’s son
was destined to be the King
of the Birds and the
Conqueror of the Skies. This
made Kadru insecure who
devised an evil plan to
entrap her sister into a life-
long bondage. The show

traverses back in time to
reveal how both sisters
would often engage in casu-
al betting at their leisure.
Kadru used this to her
advantage and tricked Vinta
into engaging in several bets
with her under the pretense
of merry making. As fate had
it, Vinta lost one such bet
and it changed her life forev-
er. Kadru schemed against
her own sister and forced
her into a life of humiliation
and suffering. And Kadru’s
evil soul was satisfied know-
ing that Vinta’s son would
now be born as a Daasi
putra, devoid of the powers
that were in store for him.
Stay Tuned and watch
Dharm Yoddha Garud, Mon -
Sat, 7 PM only on Sony SAB!

She made her mark in
Bollywood as well as in
the web space with films
like 'Margarita with a
Straw', 'Fan', 'Jolly LLB
2','Article 15' and
'Axone'. Actress Sayani
Gupta says even though
in the public places peo-
ple recognise her as an
actor, it's funny for her
to get the weird yet curi-
ous look. She also
appeared in web series
like 'Inside Edge', 'Four
More Shots Please!'. The
actress recently
appeared in a short film
titled 'Shameless' along
with the co-actor
Hussain Dalal. In conver-
sation, Sayani shares,
one such incident of how
it feels to be what she
calls a 'semi-popular'
actor. Sayani said, "I
think unless you are
Shah Rukh Khan, or a
superstar of his level,
many actors must have
faced it. It is a little
weird where in public
places like cafe, restu-
rant etc people walked
up to us saying, 'I
have seen you some-
where'...and then there
is a moment of silence
because something is
buffering in their head
(laugh)! Sometime even
the onus comes on you
that you have to explain
where they have seen
you! Funny but reality."
Directed by Keith
Gomes, produced by
Shabinaa Khan -
'Shameless' released on
Amazon miniTV.

How did Maharani
Vinta become her own
sister Kadru’s Daasi? 
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Mumbai, Apr 24 (PTI):

Chennai Super Kings
would look for inspiration
from the talismanic
Mahendra Singh Dhoni
once again while eyeing
improvement on multiple
fronts when they take on
Punjab Kings in the IPL
here on Sunday.

CSK have won two out of
their seven matches so far
while Punjab Kings are a
touch better with three
victories from seven out-
ings. While PBKS are
placed eighth, CSK occupy
the penultimate slot in the
IPL points table.

Defending champions
CSK have faltered in all de-
partments this season.
They haven’t played the
cricket they are known for
under skipper Ravindra
Jadeja, who has not been
able to lead from the front.

However, they will ap-
proach their the next
match embolden by their
three-wicket win against
bottom-placed Mumbai
Indians courtesy Dhoni,
who yet again proved he is
the best finisher in the

business. The wicketkeep-
er-batter turned back the
clock to script a memo-
rable three-wicket victory,
following a heart-stopping
finish that saw him hit a
six and two fours in the
final over to finish the

game. Bowling has been a
major concern for CSK but
the former champions pro-
duced a good show against
Mumbai with rookie pacer
Mukesh Choudhary, who
has struggled under pres-
sure all season, wreaking

havoc with the new ball,
bagging three wickets.

Old war horse Dwayne
Bravo continues to be a re-
liable servant for the team,
picking up wickets when-
ever he is entrusted with
the ball. Skipper Jadeja is

having an underwhelming
season with bat and ball,
while the addition of Sri
Lanka spinner Maheesh
Theekshana has bolstered
the severely depleted bowl-
ing unit, which is missing
Deepak Chahar and Adam
Milne. Young Ruturaj
Gaikwad, who has had a
miserable season so far
apart from the 73 against
Gujarat Titans, will need
to step up and deliver with
the bat.

All-rounders Moeen Ali
and Shivam Dube will also
have to take more respon-
sibility. Hanging in the
playoffs race by the skin of
their teeth, a defeat on
Monday will send CSK on
the brink of elimination.

On the other hand,
Punjab will be smarting
from the nine wicket loss
to Delhi Capitals. Punjab
batting unit has been
plagued by inconsistency
all season. While they
boast of power-hitters like
Shikhar Dhawan, Liam
Livinstone, and Shah
Rukh Khan, consistency is
something they would aim
for.

Struggling CSK and PBKS seek
revival in match against each other Paris, Apr 24 (AP):

Achieving a milestone
title wasn’t enough for
some Paris Saint-
Germain fans. Even as
their team was clinching
a record-tying 10th
French league crown late
Saturday, disgruntled
supporters preferred to
express themselves by
leaving before the end of
the 1-1 draw with Lens so
as to celebrate the title
outside the Parc des
Princes without the play-
ers. “I don’t understand
those things, because you
win and you lose in foot-
ball,” PSG midfielder
Marco Verratti said.

“We always try, we try
with all our heart. We are
normal people, we can
have failures.”

Since the takeover by
Qatar Sports Investments
in 2011, PSG has been the
most dominant club in
France, winning eight of
the last 10 titles. Only
Monaco in 2017 and Lille
in 2021 were able to dis-
rupt PSG’s triumphal
march. Kylian Mbappe
didn’t have his shooting
boots on against Lens,

but he has been the driv-
ing force behind PSG’s
latest title, leading the
league with 22 goals and
14 assists. The France
striker has arguably been
the most valuable player
at the club and in the
league, outshining team-
mates Lionel Messi and
Neymar.

Messi needed time to
adapt in his first season
in the French league after
two decades in Spain, and
still made a significant

contribution with four
goals and 13 assists.

Neymar faced fitness
issues at the start of the
season then was side-
lined by an ankle injury
for more than two
months. But the Brazil
striker is finishing the
campaign strong, racking
up 11 goals and five as-
sists.

When Mbappe, Messi
or Neymar couldn’t make
the difference, their
teammates stepped up.

PSG’s record-tying 10th French
title has bittersweet taste

Paris Saint-Germain’s French forward Kylian Mbappe
shoots the ball ahead of the French L1 football match
between Paris-Saint Germain (PSG) and Lens (RCL) at
The Parc des Princes Stadium in Paris.

Belgrade, Apr 23 (AP):

Novak Djokovic booked
a place in the Serbia Open
final after overcoming an-
other slow start and Karen
Khachanov 4-6, 6-1, 6-2 on
Saturday. The top-ranked
Serb came back from a set
down for the third consec-

utive match after hard-
fought wins over Miomir
Kecmanovic and Laslo
Djere to reach his third
final at his hometown tour-
nament. The 20-time
Grand Slam champion pre-
viously won the Serbia
Open in 2009 and 2011.
Djokovic, who is bidding

for his first title of the year,
will face Andrey Rublev in
Sunday’s final. The second-
seeded Russian player de-
feated Fabio Fognini 6-2, 6-
2 in the other semifinal.

Djokovic opened his
clay-court season with a
surprising loss to
Alejandro Davidovich
Fokina at the Monte Carlo
Masters last week, his first
match since being elimi-
nated in the quarterfinals
of the Dubai
Championships in
February. Dubai was his
first tournament of the
year after he was barred
from playing at the
Australian Open because
of his unvaccinated status,
which also prevented him
from playing tournaments
in the United States last
month. (AP)

Djokovic to play Rublev
in Serbia Open final

Antalya, Apr 24 (PTI):

India bagged its second
gold medal at the Archery
World Cup Stage 1 as the
recurve mixed team of
Tarundeep Rai and Ridhi
Phor came form behind to
pip Great Britain in the
shoot-off here on Sunday.

Pairing up for the first
time ever, two-time
Olympian Rai and the
young Ridhi trailed twice
0-2 and 2-4 but held their
nerve to close out the tie 5-4
(35-37, 36-33, 39-40, 38-37) (18-
17) enroute their maiden
gold medal. India thus con-
cluded its campaign in the

first event of the calendar
year with two gold medals,
the first coming through
the compound men’s team
of Abhishek Verma, Rajat
Chauhan and Aman Saini
on Saturday. Incidentally

for the 38-year-old Rai, who
won the Asian Games sil-
ver in Guangzhou 2010,
this was his first-ever
mixed team medal in the
World Cup. And for 17-
year-old Ridhi, this was

her first ever World Cup
medal as the duo showed
amazing character to come
back twice and seal the
issue in the shoot-off with
two 9s. The British duo of
Bryony Pitman and Alex

Wise shot 9 and 8. It was a
disastrous start for the
new-look Indian pair as it
shot the red-ring twice (8-8)
to lose the first set by two
points.

But Rai and Ridhi were
able to level the score in
the second set, thanks to
two below-par rounds (7-8)
by the British pair.

The third set was a high-
scoring affair as Rai and
Ridhi shot 39/40, but their
rivals went ahead by a
point, drilling in a perfect
40/40 with two Xs (closest
to the centre) to push the
Indian duo behind once
again. Not ready to give up,
Rai and Ridhi shot two 10s
to put pressure on their ri-
vals, who misfired in the
red ring once, to seal the
match.

World Cup Stage 1: First ever
mixed team triumph for Rai-Ridhi
 India ends 

campaign with two
gold medals

Berlin, Apr 24 (AP):

Bayern Munich com-
pleted a decade of domes-
tic dominance by beating
main rival Borussia
Dortmund 3-1 to seal a
record-extending 10th
consecutive Bundesliga
title.

Goals from Serge
Gnabry, Robert
Lewandowski and Jamal
Musiala sent Bayern an
unassailable 12 points
clear of second-placed
Dortmund with three
games of the season re-
maining.

It was Bayern’s eighth
consecutive league win
over Dortmund, which
hasn’t won a game in
Munich since 2014.

Bayern’s 10th straight
German championship is
a record among Europe’s
top five leagues, eclipsing
the nine Serie A titles in
a row by Juventus from
2012-20.

Bayern’s players cele-
brated with the custom-
ary beer showers. French
defender Benjamin
Pavard was the first to
douse Julian
Nagelsmann with beer
after the coach’s first title
in charge. The 34-year-old
Nagelsmann is the sec-
ond youngest coach to
win the Bundesliga.
Dortmund’s Matthias
Sammer was a few days
younger in 2002. Though
Dortmund had little hope
left of catching the
Bavarian powerhouse,

Marco Rose’s players
wanted to delay their ri-
vals’ title celebrations for
another day. But the visi-
tors were left to rue the
cost of individual mis-
takes and missed oppor-
tunities. Both Rose and
defender Emre Can were
booked toward the end of
the first half as referee
Daniel Siebert reacted to
fraying tempers.
Dortmund started well
but Bayern scored with

its first corner of the
game in the 15th minute
when Leon Goretzka
cushioned the ball back
for Gnabry. The un-
marked Germany for-
ward took it on his thigh
then let fly with a volley
inside the left post.

Erling Haaland missed
a good chance for
Dortmund before Gnabry
had a second goal ruled
out through VAR for off-
side in the 30th.

Bayern Munich wins record
10th consecutive Bundesliga

Bayern
Munich’s
French 

defender
Dayot

Upamecano
plays the ball

during the
German first

division
Bundesliga

match 
between FC

Bayern Munich
vs Borussia
Dortmund in

the stadium in
Munich, 
southern
Germany.

London, Apr 24 (AP):

What might be the final
punch of Tyson Fury’s
controversial boxing ca-
reer smashed into the chin
of Dillian Whyte, sending
him to the canvas and one
of his teeth flying through
the air.

Fury raised his right
hand in celebration, know-
ing there would be no com-
ing back from an uppercut
seemingly felt all around
Wembley Stadium. And
sure enough, there wasn’t.

With a brutal finish in
the last seconds of the
sixth round, Fury defeated
Whyte his fellow Briton
and former sparring part-
ner in front of more than
94,000 fans inside
England’s national soccer

stadium to stay unbeaten
with the 32nd win in his
33-fight professional ca-
reer. And that, the 33-year-
old Fury said, could be it.

“This might be the final

curtain for the Gypsy
King,” Fury said in the
ring, with his WBC and
Ring Magazine belts
around his shoulders.
“What a way to go out.” He

wasn’t quite finished
there. A born entertainer,
Fury gave the biggest ever
capacity for a boxing bout
in Britain a now-familiar
post-fight rendition of Don

McLean’s “American Pie.”
He celebrated with his

team and posed for pic-
tures with kids, wearing
the red-and-white colors of
the flag of England on St.
George’s Day. Fury was
soaking in perhaps his last
moments in a ring after 14
years as a professional.
For his last fight or so he
says he gave a clinic. After
a gripping trilogy with
Deontay Wilder in the
United States, Whyte was
a big step-down for Fury,
who mostly toyed with his
compatriot after sizing
him up in a cagey opening
couple of rounds.

Fury was in control of
the fight without truly ex-
erting himself until the
fifth round, which he dom-
inated.

I’m a legend: Fury retains heavyweight belt in final fight

Mumbai, Apr 24 (PTI):

Virat Kohli is doing
“everything under his con-
trol” and needs a bit of
luck going his way, accord-
ing to Royal Challengers
Bangalore head coach
Sanjay Bangar, who feels
the former India captain
will surely come out of the
prolonged lean patch soon.

On Saturday, Sunrisers
Hyderabad beat RCB by
nine wickets after disman-
tling the star-studded bat-
ting line-up for a mere 68
runs.

Kohli, who hasn’t scored
a hundred in any format
for more than three years
now, has got out to first
ball ducks in successive

games with a familiar pat-
tern of dismissals outside
the off-stump. “He (Kohli)

is somebody who has con-
sistently performed for
RCB. Players go through
these kind of rough patch-
es. He started the season
really well, nearly hit the
winning runs in Pune but
then you have an odd run-
out or the first edge that
finds his bat lands in field-
er’s hands,” Bangar, a long
time India batting coach,
said.

“We have all been
through it, it is a tough
phase for him but he will
come back pretty strong.”

Bangar side-stepped the
issue of Kohli needing a
long break as former na-
tional team head coach
Ravi Shastri feels that he
is “over-cooked”.

Virat is doing everything under his control
but is going through rough patch: Bangar

Stuttgart, Apr 24 (AP):

Top-ranked Iga Swiatek
will play Aryna Sabalenka
in the final of the
Stuttgart Open after both
came through their re-
spective semifinals.

Swiatek stretched her
winning run to 22 matches
as she overcame Liudmila
Samsonova 6-7 (4), 6-4, 7-5
to move into her fourth
final of the season.

Sabalenka, who lost last
year’s final to Ash Barty,
defeated the second-seeded
Paula Badosa 7-6 (5), 6-4.

Swiatek and Sabalenka
have one win against each
other. Sabalenka won at
the WTA Finals last year,
while Swiatek made up for
that on her way to win-
ning the Doha title this
year.

She also won at Indian
Wells and Miami and will
hope to claim her fourth
title of the year in
Sunday’s final.

Swiatek to play Sabalenka
in Stuttgart Open final



India a ‘geocultural’ nation: Shah
Puducherry, Apr 24 (PTI): 

Union Home Minister
Amit Shah on Sunday said
culture was the common
thread binding the citi-
zens of the country across
different regions and once
India is started to be seen
as a "geocultural" country,
all the problems will be
solved automatically.

In his address at the
150th borth anniversary
celebrations of Sri
Aurobindo in this union
territory, Shah heaped
praises on the latter for his
contributions to the coun-
try and said to understand
India, one has to read or
listen to him.

"From Kashmir to
Kanyakumari to Dwaraka
to Bengal, there is one cul-
ture that binds--
Constitution is impor-
tant...country should run
on this. But if there is a
bonding, it is the culture.
The culture is its soul.
This will be understood as
soon as you read Sri

Aurobindo," he said.
Shah further said most

countries came into exis-
tence due to a coalition or
alliance and were there-
fore geopolitical in nature.

"There is one country in
the world that is geocultur-
al that is based on culture
which has no boundaries
and that is our India...and
if one starts to look at
India as a geocultural
country, then all the prob-
lems will be automoatcial-
ly solved," he claimed.

There is no concept of

border in our culture and
the Vedas, Upanishads and
literature there is no men-
tion of a country. "We
work for the wlefare of all,
the world," he said.

Paying rich tributes to
Sri Aurobindo, Shah also
recalled his role in the
country's freedom strug-
gle, including his incarcer-
ation in the Alipore bomb
case and hailed his vision
for the country. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's
decision to celebrate the
75th year of independence

as "Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav" was driven by
the consideration to hon-
our even the unknown
freedom fighters and take
all those involved in the
freedom struggle to the
younger masses and rein-
vigorate a sense patriot-
ism among them. It is also
an effort to inspiring peo-
ple to strive towards mak-
ing India a top country in
all aspects between the
75th and 100th years of in-
dependence, Shah added.

"We may have been born
after independence and
may not be part of the
army and while we could
not sacrifice ourself for
the country, none can stop
us from living for the
country. Today during 75th
year of independence and
150th birth anniversary of
Sri Aurobindo we all
should resolve towards
achieving this," he said.
Shah also recalled
Aurobindo's close associa-
tion with his native state
Gujarat.

Keep bows, arrows at home to deal
with ‘jihadis’: Sakshi Maharaj

Lucknow, Apr 24 (PTI): 

Controversial Bharatiya
Janata Party MP Sakshi
Maharaj on Sunday asked
Hindus to keep bows and
arrows at their home, say-
ing police will not come to
their rescue when a crowd
arrives to carry out
"jihad". He also posted a
picture of a crowd wear-
ing skull caps and holding
sticks on his Facebook
page with the comment.

"If this crowd suddenly
comes to your street or
house, then do you have
any way to save yourself?
If not then make some
arrangement. Police will

not come to
your rescue,
they will hide
somewhere to
save them-
selves," he said
in his
Facebook post.
"Police will
come only
when these
people return
after carrying
out jihad. The matter will
go to an inquiry commit-
tee and it will end there
after sometime. For such
guests, keep a couple of
boxes of cold drink and
some original bows and ar-
rows in every house. Jai

Shri Ram," he
added. When
asked about
the post,
S a k s h i
Maharaj said
he completely
agrees with its
content. The
BJP MP did
not give any di-
rect reply as to
why the post

was needed but said, "Are
Hindus only to take a beat-
ing?" The Unnao MP is
known for making contro-
versial statements. In a
2015 public gathering in
Meerut, he had urged
Hindu women to produce

at least four children to
protect Hinduism in the
country. The same year he
said madrasas are creat-
ing terrorists and encour-
age their students to carry
out "love Jihad", a deroga-
tory term used by right-
wing activists to refer to
the alleged campaign of
Muslims forcing Hindu
girls to convert in the
guise of love.

In 2017, Sakshi Maharaj
raised eyebrows by saying
that the population of the
country is rising because
of those who talk of four
wives and 40 children, ap-
parently targeting the
Muslims.

New Delhi, Apr 24 (PTI): 

The Congress and the
BJP engaged in a war of
words on Sunday over Yes
Bank co-founder Rana
Kapoor's allegation that
he was "forced" to buy an
M F Husain painting
from party leader
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra,
with the Opposition party
calling it "political
vendetta" and the ruling
party accusing the
Gandhi family of being
"extortionists".

Kapoor has told the
Enforcement Directorate
that he was "forced" to
buy the M F Husain paint-

ing from Priyanka
Gandhi and the sale pro-
ceeds were utilised by the
Gandhi family for the
medical treatment of
Congress president Sonia
Gandhi in New York, ac-
cording to the charge
sheet filed by the federal
anti-money laundering
agency in a special court
in Mumbai.

He told the
Enforcement Directorate
(ED) that he was told by
the then petroleum minis-
ter Murli Deora that the
refusal to buy the paint-
ing will not only prevent
him from building a rela-
tionship with the Gandhi

family but also prevent
him from getting the
'Padma Bhushan' award.

Kapoor also told the
agency that Ahmed Patel,
a close confidante of
Sonia Gandhi, had told
him that by supporting
the Gandhi family at an
opportune time for med-
ical treatment of Sonia
Gandhi, "I (Kapoor) had
performed a good deed for
the family and it would be
duly considered for the
'Padma Bhushan' award".

Asked about the allega-
tions at a press confer-
ence, Congress spokesper-
son Abhishek Manu
Singhvi said, "This is ab-

solutely astonishing. I
don't want to use a strong
word, it is absolutely dis-
gusting that a 2010 trans-
action, a person who is be-
hind bars for years, whose
20-30 bail applications
have been rejected, who is
called a crook and a fraud-
ster, makes allegations
about dead people and the
government is jumping
with joy only because it
suits their political angle."

The government wants
to keep the pot boiling for
2022, for a transaction in
2010, when neither Murli
Deora is here to deny it
nor Ahmed Patel is here
to deny, Singhvi said.

MP sends 2,000 chicks of 
protein-rich ‘Kadaknath’ breed

Jhabua, Apr 24 (PTI): 

A cooperative based
here in Madhya Pradesh
has sent 2,000 chicks of
the famous protein-rich
'Kadaknath' breed to a
farm at Ranchi in
Jharkhand following an
order placed by former
India captain Mahendra
Singh Dhoni, an official
said on Sunday.

The black Kadaknath
chicken meat from
Jhabua district of MP got
the Geographical
Indication (GI) tag in 2018
after a legal battle with
Chhattisgarh. The tag de-

notes that the product
comes from a particular
geographical area, and
often enhances its com-
mercial value.

This chicken, its eggs
and meat are sold at a
higher rate than the other
breeds. Jhabua Collector
Somesh Mishra told PTI
that 2,000 'Kadaknath'
chicks ordered by Dhoni
from a local cooperative
were on Friday sent in a
vehicle to Ranchi, the
cricketer's home town.

"It is a welcome step
that a popular personality
like Dhoni has shown in-
terest in the Kadaknath
chicken variety. Anyone
can order these hatchlings
through the online mode,
which will benefit tribal
people (breeding this

chicken) in the district,"
Mishra said.

Jhabua's Krishi Vigyan
Kendra chief Dr I S Tomar
said Dhoni had placed the
order sometime back, but
the chicks could not be
supplied that time due to
the outbreak of bird flu.

Dhoni had placed the
order with Vinod Meda,
who runs the cooperative
organisation associated
with the production of
Kadaknath in Rundipada
village of Jhabua.

All 2,000 Kadaknath
chicks sent to Ranchi are
vaccinated, Meda told PTI,
adding that Dhoni's man-
ager had told him to en-
sure the delivery as a facil-
ity for rearing chicks has
been developed at the
cricketer's farm house.

PM receives Lata Deenanath
Mangeshkar award

Mumbai, Apr 24 (PTI): 

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Sunday received
the first Lata Deenanath
Mangeshkar award named
after the legendary singer,
and dedicated it to all
Indians. Lata Didi was like
my elder sister, Modi said,
accepting the award, insti-
tuted in the memory of the
iconic singer, who died at 92
on February 6 this year.

"Lata Didi, apart from
being the queen of melody,
was my elder sister. She
taught generations the lan-
guage of love and compas-
sion. I feel fortunate that
she loved me like an elder
sister. After many decades,

this will be the
first Rakhi
when Didi
won't be here,"
Modi said in his
award accept-
ance speech. He
said Lata
Mangeshkar's
voice en-
thralled the au-
dience for over
80 years, from
the era of
"gramophone,
CD, DVD, pen
drive, digital
music to apps". "The jour-
ney of songs and the world
ran through the journey of
Lata Didi, who gave voice to
five generations of actors

and made India
proud. Her jour-
ney on this
planet came to
an end at a time
when our coun-
try is celebrat-
ing Azadi Ka
A m r i t
Mahotsav.

"She gave
voice to India,
even before its
Independence.
The 75-year
journey of the
country was al-

ways tied to her 'sur'. Our
entire nation is grateful to
the contribution of the
Mangeshkar family to-
wards the country. Apart

from singing, the passion of
'rashtra bhakti' that was
within her, was due to her
father," PM Modi said.

Modi received the award
on Sunday, which marked
the 80th death anniversary
of Master Deenanath
Mangeshkar, the singing
legend's father. The Lata
Deenanath Mangeshkar
Puraskar will be given
every year to an individual
who has made "path-break-
ing, spectacular and exem-
plary" contribution to the
nation, its people and socie-
ty, according to the Master
Deenanath Mangeshkar
Smruti Pratishthan
Charitable Trust, which has
instituted the award.

To Dhoni’s
Ranchi farm
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Sakshi Maharaj

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
speaks during the 1st Lata
Deenanath Mangeshkar

Award ceremony, in Mumbai. 
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Union Railways Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw participates in a yoga session, ahead of International Yoga Day, in Delhi, Sunday.

YOGA SESSION

Pavement dwellers carry drinking water on the city street on a hot summer day in Kolkata, Sunday.

WATER CRISIS

Lata Didi was like my elder sisterAlms-seeking
elderly woman

donates Rs 1 lakh
to temple

Mangaluru, Apr 24
(PTI): An 80-year-old
woman, who has been
seeking alms at the en-
trance of temples in
Dakshina Kannada
and Udupi districts of
Karnataka, has donat-
ed Rs 1 lakh to the
Rajarajeshwari temple
near here, temple au-
thorities said.

Ashwathamma, who
belongs to
Kanchagodu village
near Gangolli in
Kundapur taluk of
Udupi district, has
been begging near var-
ious temples after the
death of her husband
18 years back.

The woman used
only a small portion of
her savings for her per-
sonal expenses and the
balance was deposited
in a bank to be used for
donations to temples
and charity.

She had collected Rs
1 lakh through begging
for about a month in
front of the
Rajarajeshwari temple
during its annual festi-
val and the money was
donated to the temple.
She handed over the
money to the temple
trustees on Friday for
the 'annadana' (mass
feeding) programme of
the temple.
Ashwathamma said
she was returning the
money she'd received
from the people back
to society as she want-
ed no one to go hungry.

A devotee of Lord
Ayyappa, she had
given annadana at the
Sabarimala temple in
Kerala and other tem-
ples in Karnataka. She
had generously donat-
ed to orphanages in
Dakshina Kannada
and Udupi districts,
too.

‘Vendors cannot occupy
site round the clock’

New Delhi, Apr 24 (PTI): 

A vendor has no
right to occupy the place of
vending and keep his arti-
cles there round the clock,
and they should leave with
all belongings after vend-
ing hours are over, the
Delhi High Court has said.

A bench of acting Chief
Justice Vipin Sanghi, deal-
ing with an application by a
set of street vendors from
the Okhla Industrial Area
seeking to be made parties
to the proceedings concern-
ing the removal of en-
croachment there, said a
certificate of vending only
entitles the street vendor to
vend in terms of the condi-
tions on which the licence
is granted and they can
therefore use the allotted
site only during the hours
provided for in the vending
licence. "The vendor has no
right to occupy the place of

vending round the clock
and to keep his/her articles
at the place of vending con-
tinuously. He could only
come to the vending site al-
lotted to him during the
hours of vending which is
permitted under the terms
of the licence, and he
should leave the place at
the end of such hours, with
all his belongings and
goods," the bench, also com-
prising Justice Navin
Chawla, said. In the appli-
cation, the applicants
claimed that on account of
the court's order passed last
month in which it directed
the removal of encroach-
ments, they would be up-
rooted from their place of
vending and hence, sought
a direction to restrain the
action. The court opined
that the application was
without any merit and dis-
missed it while observing
that it has only directed the

removal of encroachment
in the area, and the vendors
claimed to be in possession
of certificates of vending
issued by the authorities.

"This application has
been moved by a set of
street vendors who claim
that they have been issued
certificates of vending by
the corporation.. Vide our
order dated 24.03.2022, we
have only directed removal
of encroachments in the
area. A certificate of vend-
ing only entitles the street
vendor to vend in terms of
the conditions on which the
licence is granted," the
court stated. On March 24,
the court had directed the
South Delhi Municipal
Corporation (SDMC) and
other authorities con-
cerned to take action to re-
move unauthorised con-
struction and encroach-
ment on public land in the
Okhla Industrial Area.
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Cong, BJP trade barbs over Yes Bank
co-founder’s painting allegation


