
Commondo injured
BBiijjaappuurr:: A commando of
the CRPF's jungle warfare
unit CoBRA was injured in
an encounter with naxals
in Chhattisgarh's Bijapur
district on Tuesday, police
said. The skirmish took
place around 1 pm in the
forest between Kottaguda
and Pegdapalli villages,
where joint teams of
security forces were out
on a search operation,
Inspector General of
Police (Bastar range)
Sundarraj P told PTI.

Terrorists fire 
SSrriinnaaggaarr:: Terrorists on
Tuesday opened fire on
security forces guarding
a minority village in
Jammu and Kashmir's
Shopian district, but
there was no report of
any damage, officials said
here. The ultras opened
fire towards a bunker of
the security forces guard-
ing a village inhabited by
members of the minority
community at Heerpora
in Shopian around 10 am,
a police official said. 

Heavy rains
IIttaannaaggaarr:: Three persons

were killed in Arunachal

Pradesh's Kurung Kumey

district in a massive land-

slide triggered by heavy

rains, officials said on

Tuesday. Incessant rains

over the last one week

have ravaged the state,

snapping road connectivity

in several areas, besides

uprooting trees and dam-

aging houses, they said.
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New Delhi, Apr 19 (PTI): 

Congress chief Sonia
Gandhi was "very keen" to
involve Prashant Kishor in
working out a strategy for
the party even about a cou-
ple of months ago but the
matter was "again de-
layed", senior Congress
leader M Veerappa Moily
said on Tuesday and advo-
cated that the poll strate-
gist be inducted into the

party now. The former
Union minister said it is
"quite heartening" to see
that Gandhi has taken up
the initiative to involve
Kishor to come out with a
strategy for the 2024 Lok
Sabha elections, and the

party's revival plan and
strategy for the assembly
elections in Gujarat,
Himachal Pradesh,
Rajasthan, Madhya
Pradesh, Meghalaya,
Nagaland, Tripura,
Mizoram, Karnataka,
Chhattisgarh and
Telangana in 2022-2023.

"I was really looking for-
ward for working out a
strategy to prepare the
Congress party for the up-
coming assembly elections
in 2023 and the Lok Sabha
elections of 2024. In fact,
she (Sonia Gandhi) was
very keen to involve

Prashant Kishor for work-
ing out a strategy for the
Congress party about a cou-
ple of months back. But for
some reasons the matter
was again delayed," Moily
told PTI in an interview.

"I had already addressed
a letter to the Congress
president on April 5, 2022,
with appropriate strategy
to take the agenda of INC
forward, by taking into con-
fidence other secular
forces/parties and also a
special note for Karnataka.
The Congress president has
acknowledged the said
note," he said.

Srinagar, Apr 19 (PTI): 

The launch pads across
the Line of Control (LoC)
in Kashmir valley are
abuzz with activities with
around 60 to 80 terrorists,
believed to be Afghan re-
turnee mercenaries, re-
ceiving training with a
possible push expected
during summer months,
officials here said.

The officials, however,
feel that Pakistan will have
to think several times be-
fore pushing them into the
Indian side as Islamabad

continues to be in the "grey
list" of the Financial
Action Task Force, and its
sincerity could be gauged
if it dismantles the terror
infrastructure. The offi-
cials said that after the
2019 pounding by the
Indian army, the Pakistani
side steered clear of the
launch pads till early
months of last year when
they briefly emerged for
some weeks and later dis-
appeared again. However,
from August last year
around 60-80 terrorists are
present at these re-activat-
ed launch pads across the
border and according to in-
telligence inputs and mon-
itoring by the field units,
the terrorists seem to be

Afghan war returnees who
are mostly Pakistani mer-
cenaries.

The LoC has been wit-
nessing ceasefire since last
February and officials said
that the Pakistani army,
after facing severe reverses
in 2019, has used this time
for fortification of its posi-
tions along the border with
around 8,000 tonnes of de-
fence material. The
Pakistani army has also
moved in around 60 heavy
caliber guns besides
strengthening its air de-
fence system, artillery and
mortars while taking ad-
vantage of the ceasefire
which has been holding
good since last year, the of-
ficials said.

Mumbai, Apr 19 (PTI): 

Markets went into a tail-
spin during fag-end of the
trade on Tuesday, with the
Sensex closing 703.59
points lower as weakness
in HDFC twins and
Infosys continued to dent
sentiments.

Concerns over rising in-
flation and foreign fund
outflows in the wake of
the uncertain geopolitical
situation also sapped in-
vestor confidence.

In a highly volatile
trade, the Sensex finished
703.59 points or 1.23 per
cent lower at 56,463.15 as

fag-end selling emerged. In
choppy trade, the bench-
mark hit a high of
57,464.08 and a low of
56,009.07 during the day.

The NSE Nifty declined
215 points or 1.25 per cent
to settle at 16,958.65.

Both the indices closed
in the red for the fifth
straight session.

From the 30-share
Sensex pack, HDFC,
HDFC Bank, Infosys, ITC,
Tech Mahindra and HCL
Technologies were among
the major laggards.

In contrast, Reliance
Industries, ICICI Bank,
State Bank of India and
Bajaj Finance were the
gainers.

Moily bats for Kishor’s
induction in Congress
̈ Claims Sonia keen

on involving poll
strategist

Prashant Kishor

Launch pads active across LoC
̈ Pak army uses 

ceasefire to strengthen
its defence

Tigress delivers four cubs
in Kanan Pendari Zoo

Bilaspur, Apr 19 (PTI): 

It was a mixed bag of
emotions for officials at
Chhattisgarh's Kanan
Pendari Zoological
Garden where a tigress
gave birth to four cubs
whereas another pregnant
big cat died in labor with
two unborn cubs in her
womb, both incidents sep-
arated by 24 hours.

The painful delivery
caused the death of ti-
gress 'Mausami' at the zoo-
logical garden in the
Bilaspur district around

4:15 pm on Monday, a sen-
ior official of the zoologi-
cal garden told reporters
on Tuesday.

He said vets in the zoo
attempted to save the two
cubs who were still in the
tigress's womb by per-
forming surgery but they
were found dead.

In the presence of
A c h a n a k m a r
Amarkantak Biosphere
Reserve's director and the
zoo officials, a team of vet-
erinarians including Dr R
M Tripathi, Dr Ajeet
Pandey and Dr Tripti Soni
performed the autopsy
and collected the viscera
for further examination,
said the official.

̈ Another big cat
dies in labor

New Delhi, Apr 19 (PTI): 

Ahead of the upcoming
kharif season, Agriculture
Minister Narendra Singh
Tomar on Tuesday urged
state governments and
central institutions to
chalk out a strategy to
boost seed production and
reduce farmers' dependen-
cy on private players.

Tomar, while addressing
a conference on the gov-
ernment's preparedness
for the kharif season, said
the state governments
have a bigger role in curb-
ing the sale of fake seeds
and pesticides. The minis-
ter also stressed the need

to encourage farmers to
produce quality agri-crops
in order to further boost
the country's agri-exports,

which have already
reached Rs 3,00,000 crore
so far. "There is some
shortage of seeds in the
country. We all need to dis-
cuss how to address this
gap. I want to urge state
and central institutions to
chalk out a strategy to
meet the seed require-
ment," he said.

At present, there is
heavy dependence on pri-
vate players for seeds.
There is a need to increase
the production of seeds by
public players and then
only, they will be able to
give direction and have in-
fluence over the seed mar-
ket, he added.

Tomar to states, central bodies

‘Chalk out plan to reduce dependency
on private players for seeds’

Union Minister for Agriculture
and Farmers Welfare Narendra

Singh Tomar addresses a
national conference on

Agriculture for Kharif Campaign
- 2022, in New Delhi.

Sensex dives 704 points
on fag-end sell-off

̈ Nifty ends below 17k
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Bhilai, Apr 19: 

Propagating the mes-
sage of Protection of
Constitution, brotherhood
and protect Democracy,
the retrenched workers of
Chandulal Chandrakar
Memorial Hospital took
out a bike rally on
Tuesday. They took out the
rally from the dharna spot
located in front of the hos-
pital and were moving to-
wards Kurud when a
Police team intercepted
them and asked them to
discontinue the rally. The
cops stated that they did
not have permission for
the bike rally. The demon-
strators argued with the
cops and later lay down on
the road in the scorching
summer as a mark of
protest.

The female and male
employees, who were re-
trenched after the state
government acquired the
medical college, had taken
out a bike rally raising the
slogan of protecting the
constitution and democra-
cy. The employees alleged
that the political parties
are provoking people in
the name of religion and

trying to create differ-
ences. Through this bike
rally, they tried to bring
public awareness and cre-
ate mutual harmony
among the people. But the

administration did not
allow them to take out the
rally. The demonstrators
argued that they had given
advance notice to the ad-
ministration about this

rally. It needs to be men-
tioned here that about 101
employees who were work-
ing since 2013 at CCM
Medical College were sud-
denly retrenched after the
government acquired this
institute. The aggrieved
workers are agitating for
the last 7 months and are
staging a sit in at a pandal
next to the college.
Dhanush Kumar Sahu,
Devraj Sahu, Anita Sahu
and Sumit Parganiha said
that they have been de-
manding from the govern-
ment to regularise their
services in the institution
but their demand re-
mained unheard. Kaladas
Daharia, Sheela Sahu
Rupesh, Mohan Rao,
Naveen Patnaik, and mem-
bers of Chhattisgarh
Mukti Morcha Mazdoor
Karyakarta Samiti, Public
Health Workers Union,
Mahila Mukti Morcha,
Nagriya Nikay Janwadi
Safai Kamgar Union,
Loktantrik Steel and
Engineering Mazdoor
Union, Progressive
Cement Workers Union,
Jan Adharit Power Plant
Mazdoor Union were pres-
ent.

Police intercepts peaceful rally;
demonstrators lie down on road 

BBhhiillaaii,,  AApprr  1199::  

With the arrest of three ruf-
fians and recovery of 17 nos
stolen bikes; police claimed to
have busted a gang of notori-
ous bike lifters. The accused
used to modify the stolen bikes
so that it could not be identi-
fied easily. They were caught
earlier also for thefts. 

While addressing media
persons here at Police Control
Room, ASP (City) Sanjay Dhruv
informed that under the direc-
tion of Senior Superintendent
of Police Badri Narayan
Meena, the teams of various
police stations are making
efforts to trap the unidentified
offenders involved in thefts
and burglaries. The network of
informers has also been acti-
vated for the purpose. 

In this sequel, the Newai
Patrolling Team led by Sub-
Inspector Dhaniram Narage
received information about a
clash between some ruffians in
Risali. The team immediately
reached the spot. The ruffians
spotted the approaching police
car and escaped from the spot

leaving behind two motorcy-
cles. The motorcycles was
brought to the police station.
Police interrogated the locals
and came to know that one of
the ruffians was Sohan Yadav,
a resident of Mayanagar Basti
located on Maitrikunj Road. He
was imprisoned earlier also on
charges of theft. On suspicion,
police examined the details of
the motorcycles and came to
know that they were stolen
vehicles. Information was con-
veyed to the senior officers
and under their guidance, a
joint special team of Newai
Police Station and Civil Team

was formed. The suspect
Sohan Yadav was brought to
the police station and ques-
tioned. During sustained inter-
rogation, he confessed
involvement in bike lifting inci-
dents.  He disclosed the names
of his accomplices - Vidyadhar
Chauhan and Tirendra alias
Rahul alias Mouse. Police team
was sent to Wambay Awas in
Urla (Mohan Nagar PS area) to
arrest Vidyadhar Chauhan
alias Suraj and Tirendra. The
police team managed to arrest
the accused and bring them to
Newai Police Station. They
confessed to have stolen a

total of 17 motorcycles from
Durg, Bhilai Charoda, Patan,
Padmanabhpur, Newai,
Amleshwar and Saraipali area.
17 Nos motorcycles have been
confiscated from the posses-
sion of the accused. The
accused had hidden the stolen
motorcycles in Maya Nagar
Ruabandha, Talpuri Parijat
building and in Wambay Awas
Urla Durg. 

The arrested accused are
identified as Sohan Yadav (20)
son of Agnu Yadav a resident
of Ruabandha Gandhi Chowk,
presently residing at
Mayanagar Basti Maitrikunj

Road;  Vidyadhar Chauhan
alias Suraj (29) son of Shiv
Prasad Chauhan a resident of
Atal Awas Urla, a native of
Sarangarh, Raigarh; and
Tirendra Kumar Sahu alias
Rahul alias Mouse (20) son of
Gangaram Sahu a resident of
Millpara, Risali. The accused
have been duly arrested in
connection with 04 cases of
Newai Police Station and 01
case of Padmanabhpur
Chowki. They were booked
under the provisions men-
tioned in section 41 (1 + 4)
CrPC and Section 379 of IPC.
They were produced before

the court and have been sent
to jail on judicial remand. 

Inspector Bharti Markam
(SHO, Newai), SI DR Narange,
ASI Purna Bahadur, Rajesh
Mani Singh, Surendra Singh
Rajput, Head Constable Suraj
Pandey, Dilip Raut, Motilal
Khurse, Constables Chandan
Bhaskar, Prashant Sahu, Ajit
Yadav, Ravi Bisai, Anoop
Sharma, Upendra Yadav, Jugnu
Singh, Samim Khan, Pankaj
Chaturvedi, Shahbaz Khan, P
Santosh, Laxminarayan,
Mukesh Gawade and Paras
Mandavi played vital role in
arresting the accused.

Gang of bike lifters busted; three held 

Bhilai, Apr 19: National
Executive Committee
meeting of All India SC /
ST Federation, RPI and
Democratic Indian Trade
Union (DITU) was held in
Rajdhani Sansthan, Ravi
Bhawan, Nagpur. National
President of the institu-
tion, Sunil Harishchandra
Ramteke was present as
the chief guest.
Representatives from
across the country includ-
ing Maharashtra,
Chhattisgarh attended the
meeting and deliberations
were held on many issues
including prevention of in-
human atrocities on SC /
ST, OBC, minorities and all
sections in the country.
They also chalked out the
strategy to stage protests
during the upcoming
Parliament session.

National President Sunil
Harishchandra Ramteke
emphasised on expansion
of the organisation in a
phased manner. He added
that the women should be
given priority in the organ-

ization and they should be
given significant responsi-
bilities. He added that the
youth members should be
included in the organisa-
tions of Taluka, District,
State and national level for
giving strength to the or-
ganisation. Youth power
along with the experienced
seniors can work together
to achieve success in the
mission. Explaining the
objectives of the formation
of all the three institu-
tions, he gave detailed in-
formation about the by-
laws. He emphasised on
working in accordance
with the bylaws. All the
national, provincial and
local office bearers of the
three organizations were
present. Advisor of the in-
stitution, Advocate
Pathak, State President
Jyoti Khobragade,
National Vice President
Suresh Khaparde, State
Vice-President Kailash
Hirwade, Maharashtra
Youth State President
Satyam Gajbhiye and Ajay

Meshram from
Chhattisgarh were pres-
ent. The office bearers
threw light on various con-
cerned topics and shared
their views on this historic
occasion. Neelima
Dambhare, who is actively
associated with Prakash
Ambedkar, participated in
this program. National
President Sunil Ramteke
honoured her with a bou-
quet. She will be given im-
portant responsibilities in
the organization soon.

Advocate Rajendra
Meshram conducted the
programme. Prakash
Janbandhu emphasized on
planned working for ex-
pansion of the organisa-
tion. Advisors of the or-
ganization Yogesh
Jamulkar and Chaudhary
also attended the meeting.
Sunil Ramteke gave infor-
mation about the conven-
tion and demonstration to
be held in Delhi in the
month of May as well as
the elections of the organi-
zation.

SC/ST Federation, RPI and DITU
national committee meeting held 

BSP OA to support
Town Services in

removing
encroachment on

land/houses
BBhhiillaaii,,  AApprr  1199:: BSP’s Town Services
Department is running a massive cam-
paign against illegal construction and
occupancy at various places in the
township area. Due to the action being
taken at many places, the officers and
employees of the Town Services
Department are being treated very
offensively by some local contractors
and local leaders which is highly con-
demnable. The OA-BSP has strongly
condemned this type of chaos in Bhilai
township, expressing strong objection.
The BSP Officers Association has
voiced strong protest against the inde-
cent behaviour that was shown by
local contractors and some self
acclaimed leaders in the office of
Town Services Department of Bhilai
Steel Plant where they also threat-
ened the senior officers. OA President
and General Secretary urged the sen-
ior officers of the Town Services
Department to take necessary steps
for the safety of the employees and
property of Bhilai Steel Plant by hold-
ing a meeting in this regard. OA-BSP
also gave necessary suggestions that
might ensure the safety of the person-
nel. OA-BSP has also decided to seek
assistance from the government and
administration to ensure the safety of
the officers and employees of the
Town Services Department. Some anti
social elements have encroached the
BSP land falling on the sides of GE
road. Many of them are contractors
and leaders who are professionally
associated with BSP. OA-BSP will soon
file a protest with the management for
giving any kind of work to such ele-
ments. OA-BSP has also strongly
opposed the encroachment of houses
in Bhilai township and excessive allot-
ment to third parties in Sector-9 and
Sector 10 area. The Association has
requested BSP management to review
the third party allotment soon.

Bhilai, Apr 19: 

BIT Durg AICTE Lab is
organising a week-long
‘Student Skilling program’
that began on April 18
aimed for students to
learn and develop skill in
production, manufactur-
ing and making of proj-
ects. The skilling pro-
gramme is part of All
India Institute of
Technical Education
IDEA LAB scheme intend-
ed to encourage product
development and research
publication in the country.

During the programme
the Idea Lab in charges Dr
Santosh Mishra, Dr Anil
Kumar, Suchitra Pandey,
Kuleshwaer Prasad will

train students in the field
of Laser Cutting & CNC
Machine, 3D Scanning &
3D Printing, Design and
Fabrication of Printed
Circuit Board, Design and
Development of IOT and
Machine Learning Based
Product respectively.

In this skilling pro-
gramme 30 selected stu-
dents are being trained
and they will be training

other students in near fu-
ture. They will get both
theoretical as well as prac-
tical training of the fore-
said techniques and the
final evaluation of the stu-
dents will done on the
basis of the product, they
will prepare during train-
ing period. To enable stu-
dents to complete their
product in time, the lab
will be opened 24 hours.

On the last day of training
an exhibition will be or-
ganized of the products
developed by the student
during training period.

This is the first skilling
programme of the state
for student under AICTE
IDEA lab. Dr Arun Arora
(Director, Bhilai Institute
of Technology), Dr MK
Gupta (Principal, Bhilai
Institute of Technology),

Dr Manish Sharma (Vice
Principal, Bhilai Institute
of Technology) and Dr
Pawan Patnaik (Co-
Ordinator IDEA LAB,
Bhilai Institute of
Technology) marked their
presence at the inaugural
session. Dr Arora in his
opening remark said “In
the present technological-
ly advancing world this
IDEA lab initiative will
provide students the nec-
essary skill to develop
products”.

Participants will be
evaluated through project
that they will make on the
basis of the theoretical as
well as practical knowl-
edge that they will gain
through the course.

Bhilai, Apr 19: 

The Risali commission-
er expressed his displeas-
ure at the flex and hoard-
ings still found kept on
the roadside and hanging
on electric poles in the
Risali Municipal limits.
He has given two days to
the people for removing
the hoardings and flex. If
the flex and hoardings are
not removed, confiscation
action should be taken, as-
serted the Commissioner.

The Risali Municipal
Commissioner Ashish
Devangan held a review
meeting with the Public
Works Department and
Revenue Department the

other day. He directed that
the agencies working in
advertisement and public-
ity are in fact spoiling the
beauty of the city with
randomly placed hoard-
ings. They should be
traced and ordered to fol-
low the rules related to
display advertisings. The
agencies prepare tempo-
rary and iron structures
at their own will where
flex is being installed, he
observed and added that
even permission is not
taken for any such adver-
tisements. The commis-
sioner has given two days
time to them to remove all
the flex and hoardings vol-
untarily. It has also been

said that if any agency is
negligent, then the em-
ployees of the corporation
should confiscate the ad-
vertising flex. Executive
Engineer Sushil Babar,
Assistant Engineer RK
Jain, Deputy Engineer

Himanshu Kavde, Nitish
Sahu, Akhilesh Gupta,
Umayanti Thakur,
Digeshwari Chandrakar,
Revenue Officer
Harcharan Singh Arora,
Sanjay Verma, Gopal
Sinha etc were present in

the meeting. The commis-
sioner also took the op-
portunity to instruct all
the sub-engineers that
they should be conducting
inspections to check qual-
ity of each work, big or
small in progress. He
added that prior to com-
ing to the office they
should visit the site and in
case of any discrepancy,
remain at the spot and get
it corrected. In case of
non-commencement of
work or delay, give manda-
tory notice to the con-
struction agency. The no-
tice must be mentioned in
the file.

The commissioner
asked to bring serious-

ness in the survey being
conducted for inclusion in
Other Backward Classes
and Economically Weaker
Sections. He asked to add
the names of the missing
beneficiaries and their
family members in the list
in every ward. The
Commissioner clearly
stated that the Assistant
Revenue Officer should
keep in touch with lessee
continuously and encour-
age them to register to get
ownership rights. Send
the list of the beneficiar-
ies who have given their
consent for registration to
the district headquarters
for further action, he
added.

Risali commissioner expresses displeasure at illegal hoardings 

Student Skilling Programme inaugurated at BIT Durg

BBhhiillaaii,,  AApprr  1199::  On the occasion
of Hanuman Jayanti, the
Independent Students Union
(ISU) took out a grand proces-
sion for the sixth consecutive
year. Former Vidhan Sabha
Speaker Prem Prakash Pandey
graced the event as chief
guest while Member of
Parliament Vijay Baghel was
present as special guest. In his
address, Pandey said that Lord
Shri Ram and Lord Hanuman

are the ideals for the entire
society. The people who once
raised questions on the exis-
tence of Lord Shri Ram, have
now become Ram Bhakts, he
said. 

Manish Pandey, Vinod Singh
and Munna Pandey were pres-
ent as special guests. The pro-
cession began from the town-
ship and moved across Central
Avenue to conclude at Sector 9
Hanuman Temple. ISU

Convenor Rohit Tiwari said
that thousands of men, women
and youth participated in the
procession. At the outset, the
devotees recited Hanuman
Chalisa before embarking on
the yatra. Raising slogans of
Jai Shri Ram and Jai Hanuman,
the devotees marched and
danced to the tunes of devo-
tional songs. Chhattisgarhi
Folk Artists, Raut Nacha Troop,
Panthi Nach troop, Karma
Dance, Tribal Dance, Akhada
performers, horses, dhamaal,
tableaux, Shri Ram Darbar and
Bhajans of Hare Rama Hare
Krishna group were the centre
of attraction. Bhandara –
Prasad was distributed among
people on the entire route.

ISU takes out grand procession 
on Hanuman Jayanti

Bhilai, Apr 19: 

SAIL-Bhilai Steel
Plant’s Merchant Mill that
rolls out TMT Bars and
light structurals including
channels, angles has creat-
ed a new day record in
rolling of TMT 32 Bars
rolled with billets of 125 x
125 dimension on April 17,
22.

On the aforesaid day,
Merchant Mill produced
2741 Tonnes of TMT 32,
surpassing previous best
day record of 2420 T made
on March 25, 22.

On the same day,
Merchant Mill created
new shift records in all the

three shifts by rolling out
901 Tonnes, 909 T and 931 T
in A, B and C shifts, re-
spectively.

Director In charge,
Bhilai Steel Plant,
Anirban Dasgupta, ED
(Works) Anjani Kumar
congratulated the entire
team of Merchant Mill
and associated shops for
the record breaking per-
formances.

Bhilai, Apr 19: 

A habitual offender was
detained by Supela Police
to prevent him from com-
mitting crime. He was
likely to commit a cogniz-
able offence. The listed of-
fender Hare Ram Prasad
is accused in more than
two dozen criminal cases.
Earlier he was arrested in
offences of Arms Act,
Excise Act, Prohibitory
Act, etc and was also oust-
ed from District. Police
are taking continuous ac-
tion against the miscre-
ants having criminal
background, who disturb

the peace of the city.
Under the direction of

Senior Superintendent of
Police, Durg, Badri
Narayan Meena,
A d d i t i o n a l
Superintendent of Police
(City) Sanjay Kumar
Dhruv and City
Superintendent of Police
(Bhilai Nagar) Rakesh
Joshi, the team of Supela
Police Station led by
Inspector Suresh Dhruva
is continuously monitor-
ing the goons, listed mis-
creants, and habitual of-
fenders. In this sequel, the
police arrested Hare Ram
Prasad, a resident of
Contractor Colony
Supela, who had been
jailed several times in the
past. On the suspicion of
committing a cognizable
offense and the possibility
of breach of peace, he was
arrested by the Police
Station Supela and the
Civil Team. He was
booked under section 151,
110 of CrPC.

Preventive detention
of habitual offender 

Record Production 
in Merchant Mill
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Bhupesh calls for preserving and
promoting tribal culture, language

Raipur, Apr 19: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
today inaugurated three-
day National Tribal
Literature Festival at
Pandit Deendayal
Upadhyay Auditorium in
Raipur. Speaking on the
occasion he called for pre-
serving and promoting
tribal culture, language
and civilisation. National
Tribal Literature Festival,
being organized for the
first time in Chhattisgarh
will definitely act as a
bridge between other soci-
eties and tribal society
from cultural point of
view, he said.

Scheduled Caste and
Scheduled Tribe Minister
Dr Premsai Singh Tekam,
Cultural Minister Amarjit
Bhagat, Woman and Child
Development Minister
Anila Bhendia, former
Chief Secretary Sunil
Kujur, State Finance
Commission Chairman
Serjius Minj and
Secretary Scheduled Caste
and Scheduled Tribe DD
Singh were present on the
occasion.

Baghel honoured
Padma Shree Loknayak
Haldhar Nag, Sakineti
Ramchandraya and Arjun

Singh Dhruve with shawl
and coconut. Welcoming
renowned literatteurs,
writers, university schol-
ars, subject experts, dance
troupes and painters who
came from different parts
of country, Baghel said
that many tribes living in
Chhattisgarh from
Surguja to Bastar had dif-
ferent language style.

According to the Chief
Minister Naxalite problem
has reduced in
Chhattisgarh in the last
three years. Now
Chhattisgarh is being dis-
cussed in the country and
the world for its rich cul-
ture. For the preservation
of the culture and civiliza-
tion of the tribes, state
government organized the
tribal dance festival,
which became interna-
tional in nature, he said,
adding that this gave op-
portunity to the people of
the country and the world
to know and understand
Chhattisgarh.

It is a mater of concern
that many tribes in the
wporld are on the verge of
existence and their cul-
ture is also getting extinct,
said Baghel and added that
Chhattisgarh government
took initiative at the
school level for the preser-
vation and promotion of
tribal culture. To this end
a text book has been pre-
pared in 16 types of di-
alects in the state, he said,
adding that children of
class I and II are now
studying in their local lan-
guage in the state.

Badal Academy has
been established in Bastar
for the preservation and
promotion of tribal lan-
guages, dialects, art tradi-
tions. Similar academies
are also being set up in
other tribal dominated dis-
tricts. He said that the per-
formance of literature,
dance, painting definitely
acts as a bridge in connect-
ing all the societies.

Baghel said that the

Chhattisgarh government
was committed to protect
tribal interests. He said
that providing the forest
rights letter to the tribals
to get their rights shows
his government’s this
commitment. The decision
to plant fruit trees in the
forest areas for their em-
ployment has been taken
by the government. With
this the forest dwellers
will get what they need
apart from conservation of
forest trees, he said.
Earlier 7 minor forest pro-
duces were procured in
the state but now the num-
ber of minor forest pro-
duces being procured rose
to 65. Processing and value
addition of these minor
forest produce is also
being done. He said that
his government was work-
ing for the education,
health and employment of
the tribes.

According to Scheduled
Castes and Tribes
Development Minister Dr.
Premsai Singh Tekam for-
est is protected by the trib-
als. In the country, 80 per-
cent of the forest produce
is procured from the state
of Chhattisgarh. Baghel
has started 171 Swami
Atmanand English
Medium Schools keeping
in mind the present condi-
tions for quality educa-
tion, he said. The children
of tribal society are also
getting the benefit of this.

Through Prayas

Vidyalaya in the state, the
children of tribal society
are being given coaching
to prepare for the entrance
examination for engineer-
ing and medical studies.
He said that it was neces-
sary to write down the
tribal tradition and litera-
ture. Now tribal society is
moving in this direction.
He said that apart from
National Tribal Literature
Festival, a state level art
and painting competition
and dance festival would
be organized here for
three days.

A book fair has been or-
ganized for the promotion
and development of tribal
literature. Stalls of vari-
ous departments of the
state like Handicrafts
Development Board,
Tribal Research and
Training Institute,
Medicinal Plant Board,
Public Relations
Department, Mati Kala
Board, Culture and
Archeology Department,
State Minor Forest
Produce Cooperative
Federation have also been
set up. Pt Ravishankar
Shukla University Vice
Chancellor Prof Keshari
Lal Verma too addressed
the function.
Commissioner Scheduled
Caste and Scheduled Tribe
Shammi Abidi gave wel-
come address. Heads and
office bearers of various
tribal societies were also
present on the occasion.

HUGE RUSH

There was huge rush witnessed in the Colleges for submission of answersheets by

the students for different exams here on Wednesday.

Raipur, Apr 19: Union
Civil Aviation Minister
Jyotiraditya Scindia, who
reached Rajnandgaon on a
two-day stay in
Chhattisgarh, has targeted
the Congress. The
Congress had alleged that
the visit of Union minis-
ters was being done under
the plan. On this
Jyotiraditya said that
Congress sees a plan in
everything. Congress is
not worried about the poor
and development. The cen-
tral government wants to
develop aspirational dis-
tricts with a positive atti-

tude.
Scindia reached Raipur

on Monday night at 9 pm.
He was welcomed at
Swami Vivekanand
Airport Raipur BJP MPs
Santosh Pandey and Sunil
Soni and other leaders.
Talking to the media at the
airport he said that
Congress did not have any
concern for development
of the country and the
poor.

On a question about si-
multaneous visit of BJP
leaders and Union
Ministers after the defeat
in the Khairagarh by-elec-
tion Scindia said that the

Prime Minister’s vision
was clear. BJP is a link as-
sociated with the develop-
ment of the people. Every
worker of BJP will move
ahead with a positive
thinking, leaving the nega-
tive forces aside, he said at
airport before leaving for
Rajnandgaon.

The work of 104 aspira-
tional districts of the
country is being reviewed.
The intention of the cen-
tral government behind
this is that all the districts
should be considered
equally. Scindia has offi-
cially come to
Rajnandgaon to review the
schemes and central pro-
grams being run as an as-
pirational district. He will
also meet BJP leaders.

On Monday, four Union
ministers arrived in
Chhattisgarh at different
times. Apart from Union
Civil Aviation Minister
Jyotiraditya Scindia,
Minister of State for
MSME Bhanupratap

Singh Verma, Minister of
State for Forests Ashwini
Kumar Choubey and
Minister of State for
Communications Dev
Singh Chauhan have also
reached different districts
of Chhattisgarh.

Meanwhile Union
Minister of Forest,
Environment, Climate
Change, Food and Public
Distribution Ashwini
Choubey also reached
Raipur on Monday
evening, in a discussion
with the media, categori-
cally rejected the allega-
tion of the state govern-
ment, in which the central
government was accused
of neglecting the state.
Choubey said that the cen-
tral government is not ne-
glecting any state.
Adequate funds are being
provided to every state by
the central government.
Choubey reviewed the
plans of the central gov-
ernment in Korba on
Tuesday.

Cong not concerned for country’s
development, poor: Scindia

Union Civil Aviation
Minister
Jyotiraditya
Scindia, who
reached
Rajnandgaon on a
two-day stay in
Ch’garh, targets
Congress

Raipur, Apr 19: A woman
killed her husband while
he was asleep in the capi-
tal Raipur. Urla police sta-
tion has arrested the
woman. According to the
information received from
the police, Ingeshwari
Dhurve (26), ife of Umesh
Dhurve (30), a resident of
Urla Ekta Chowk, has
murdered her husband.

According to the infor-
mation received, both hus-
band and wife used to
work in the best price. On
Monday dispute erupted
between them at the place
of their works. People
present there intervened
and persuaded them to go
back home. After coming
home, the dispute erupted
again and the husband
also thrashed his wife.
Meanwhile landlord came
and urged them to stop
quarelling. However, later
the woman killed her hus-
band while he was sleep-
ing, by hitting him in the
head with a stone kept in

the house.
When the door of the

house did not open till late
in the morning, other peo-
ple living nearby came and
knocked on the door.
People became suspicious
when the woman did not
open the door. Looking
through the window they
saw woman giving water
to her husband. When
neighbours somehow
managed to get the door
opened, woman told them
that her husband had hit
his head himself with
stone and died. Urla police
station was informed
about this. The police and
the FSL team reached the
spot. According to infor-
mation available the
woman also tried to mis-
lead the police.

The woman told that
after the fight, her hus-
band killed himself by hit-
ting his head with a stone.
Seeing the incident and
the injury, the police strict-
ly interrogated the woman

and she is learnt to have
confessed her crime. She
told that after the fight she
killed her husband while
he was sleeping.

According to the infor-
mation received, the
woman told the police that
her husband often used to
talk to other women which
often led to querrel be-
tween them. On the day of
the incident too, there was
a dispute over the same
thing and she killed him
by hitting his head with
stone.

According to the infor-
mation received, this was
Umesh’s third marriage.
Two wives have died. At
the same time, this is the
second marriage of his
wife Ingeshwari Dhurve.
Urla police station in-
charge Bharat Bareth said
that the woman was ar-
rested after the incident
and was interrogated. A
case of murder was regis-
tered against her and fur-
ther action is underway.

Raipur, Apr 19:
Collector of Raipur dis-
trict, Sourabh Kumar ex-
tinguished the fire by
covering a burning gas
cylinder in his office
premises with a wet
cloth. This courageous ef-
fort of the Collector in-
spired other officers of
the office as well. As part
of Fire Safety Week, a
mock drill of fire preven-
tion and fire extinguish-
ing methods was con-
ducted in the
Collectorate premises on
Monday. During this
mock drill, Collector
Sourabh Kumar, motivat-
ed the officers and em-

ployees and demonstrat-
ed method of extinguish-
ing fire in the gas cylin-
der in mock drill organ-
ized by SDRF.

Home Guard and relief-
disaster management
team gave detailed infor-
mation about the possi-
ble causes of the fire and
the methods of extin-
guishing it.

D i v i s i o n a l
Commandent Anima
Kujur told that during
the mock drill, officers
and employees were also
told about ACB, Foam,
Carbon Dioxide type of
fire extinguishers.
Information was given

about the cause of fire
and the use of suitable
fire extinguishers to ex-
tinguish it. Mrs Kujur in-
formed that the informa-
tion about the methods of
rescue in case of fire was
being spread through
loudspeakers.

People are also being
made aware about fire
prevention through pam-
phlets and written pam-
phlets. Information
about any accident relat-
ed to fire can be given im-
mediately by phone on
112, she informed. As
soon as the information
is received on the phone,
the Home Guard and re-
lief-disaster management
team will immediately
reach to rescue and help
the people. Additional
Collector Gopal Verma,
Additional District
Magistrate NR Sahu,
Joint Collector Shimmi
Nahid, Joint Collector
Deepti Verma, along with
Collectorate staff and
general public were pres-
ent in large number.

Woman kills sleeping 
husband with stone

p National Tribal
Festival will act as
bridge between
tribal society and
other societies

Ch’garh sees 1 COVID-19
case, no death

Active tally dips below 10

Raipur, Apr 19:
Chhattisgarh on Monday
reported one COVID-19
case, taking the state’s
tally to 11,52,218, while the
death toll remained un-
changed at 14,034, an offi-
cial said.The positivity
rate, or cases detected per
100 tests, stood at 0.02 per
cent, he added.

The recovery count
touched 11,38,175 as four
people completed home
isolation during the day,
leaving the state with nine
active cases, he said.
“Mahasamund district
recorded the lone case for
the day. As on Monday, 20
districts have no active
case,” he added.With 4,133
samples examined during
the day, the tally of tests
carried out so far in
Chhattisgarh went up to
1,75,92,573, the official
said.

Chhattisgarh’s coron-
avirus figures are as fol-
lows: Positive cases
11,52,218, new cases (one),
death toll 14,034, recovered
11,38,175, active cases
(nine), today tests 4,133,
total tests 1,75,92,573.

RRaaiippuurr,,  AApprr  1199::  With onset of
summers, water scarcity has
come back to haunt residents
and nearby areas owing to
declining water levels in
Khraun river. With the river
bed drying up, catering to
water needs of the residents
seem to be an uphill task for
the civic authorities. In many
parts of the Raipur and
Birgaon, the drinking water cri-
sis is deepening in the begin-
ning of summer. Municipal
Corporation had claimed to
provide 135 liters of water per
person per day, but this claim
proved to be a failure.  

In the slum areas of more
than 20 wards of the city, inad-
equate water supply has added
to their woes. Left with no
option, they draw polluted
water from wells and ponds
while women and children wait
for hours in queues due to
heavy rush near the tube-wells
and tankers. There is severe
scarcity of water in April. Civic
authorities have no answer
what will happen in May-June.
Severe water scarcity is there
in Khamhardih, Parvatinagar,
Shivnagar, Tulsinagar, Guru
Ghasidas Ward of Netaji
Subhash Chandra Bose Ward of

the city, Kashiramnagar, Sindhi
Colony, Jai Jawan Chowk,
Telibandha, Satnamipara,
Shaheed Veer Narayan Singh
Ward, Lal Bahadur Shastri
Ward, Guru Ghasidas Ward, Old
Basti, Netaji Kanhaiyalal Bajari
ward of Gudhiyari area,
Laxminarayan Das ward,
Parashuramnagar of
Mahamaya ward, Bhairavnagar
is facing a lot of problem due to
interconnection. Complaints of
drinking water crisis are com-
ing to the fore in the entire
Birgaon area including
Ravigram in Telibandha,
Kalinagar in Lalpur area,
Rakhinagar in Samta Colony,
Shukrawari Bazar area in

Gudhiyari, Dhobipara locality
in Brahmanpara ward. In view
of the scarcity of water, the
Water Works Department of
the Municipal Corporation is
supplying water through
tankers in the wards of Raipur
and Birgaon, but that too is
insufficient.

HHeeaavvyy  rruusshh  oonn  aarrrriivvaall  
ooff  ttaannkkeerrss

The scarcity of water in the
wards and slums can be
gauged from the fact that
heavy rush of people can be
seen on arrival of tankers.
Residents said that for the past
several days, dirty water is
coming from public and house
taps. This is causing a lot of

trouble. The water was coming
so muddy that  is not even
worth taking a bath. After the
complaint, the corporation
administration has started sup-
plying water through tankers.
Despite this, there is a short-
age of water.

RReessiiddeennttss  wwoorrrriieedd  
aabboouutt  ffuuttuurree

The temperature in the city
has crossed 41 degrees. People
are now troubled by the water
crisis along with the scorching
heat. There are constant com-
plaints about water especially
from the residents of the outer
and inner localities of the city.
On complaining to the ward
corporator, water tankers are
reaching the wards, but people
are not getting enough water.

PPiippeelliinnee  lleeaakkaaggee
In more than half a dozen

wards of the city, the water
supply system has been dis-
turbed. People are very upset
due to this. There is no water
supply from the new pipeline
laid under the Amrit Mission
scheme. Due to leakage in the
old pipeline, the pressure in the
taps in the houses is coming
down. Till now the water sup-
ply was to start from the new
pipeline, but to some kind of

problem with the valve being
faulty or pipe leakage at some
places the supply has not start-
ed yet. In such a situation, the
demand for water tankers is
increasing daily from different
areas.

LLaayyiinngg  ooff  nneeww  ppiippeelliinnee
iinnccoommpplleettee

In order to overcome the
drinking water crisis in the
wards of Raipur and Birgaon
Municipal Corporation, water
is being supplied by water
tankers, but the half of water in
tankers gets wasted while
spilling on road. Drinking water
is a problem in some wards of
the city. On receiving com-
plaints at the zone level, water
is being supplied through
tankers in the respective
wards. The work of the new
pipeline laid under the AMRUT
Mission scheme is yet to be
completed. There will be no
problem of water as soon as
the supply of drinking water is
started on completion of the
work. Every summer, Raipur
and Birgaon Municipal
Corporation reels under water
crisis as Kharun river goes dry
but authorities are yet to come
up with a permanent solution,
said a resident.

Onset of summer brings back spectre of water crisis in Raipur Collector extinguishes blazing
fire in gas cylinder...

Raipur, Apr 19: Raipur
Municipal Corporation
has given guidelines to all
the zone offices to take ac-
tion on banned plastic.
According to the corpora-
tion officials, in view of
the continuous complaints
regarding banned plastic,
guidelines have been given
that strict action should be
taken in the markets.
Earlier, under Zone-5, the
corporation had taken ac-
tion on 13 shops in
Changorabhatha-Purani
Basti area. According to
the corporation officials, a
fine of Rs 1,000 is being
collected from the shops.
Along with this, the shop-
keepers have been warned
to stop the sale of banned
plastic, disposables etc.

On receiving the com-
plaint of water being
drawn from Tulu Pump,
the Municipal
Corporation has directed
to register an FIR against
the culprits, along with it
has also been said that
strict action will be taken
against the engineers of
the Water Department for
negligence. Corporation
Commissioner Prabhat
Malik said that a person
needs 135 liters of water
per day. In that sense, the

city is being supplied with
plenty of drinking water.
If the water level is com-
ing down in the taps of
any area, then it may also
be due to theft of water
from Tulu pumps.
Instructions have been
given for all zone wise in-
vestigations on this. Along
with this, taking action
against the water thieves,
the pump will be seized
and an FIR will be lodged
in the police station. If
needed, there are also in-
structions to turn off the
electricity during the
water supply in that area.
The officials have been
told that in the areas
where the water level is
less, the officials should go
to the spot and solve them.

RMC strict on banned plastic,
action to be taken on 13 shops
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BASTAR BAND

Bastar Band giving presentation of traditional musical instruments of Bastar gave a wonderful presentation and
CM Bhupesh Baghel could not stop himself playing one of the instruments viz. ‘Munda’ and dancing to the tunes
along with tribals at the inauguration of three-day ‘Rashtriya Janjatiya Sahitya Mahotsav here on Tuesday.

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Apr 19:
Maharashtra Energy
Minister Nitin Raut met
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel and held detailed
discussions on the energy
needs of Maharashtra.
Keeping in view the energy
requirements of
Maharashtra, Chief
Minister Baghel assured to
help as per rules for the
clearance of Gare Palma
Sector-2 coal block.

In the meeting held at

the Chief Minister’s resi-
dence, Maharashtra’s
Energy Minister Mr Raut
informed that Gare-Palma
Coal Block, Sector-2 of
Raigarh district of

Chhattisgarh has been al-
lotted to the Electricity
Company of Maharashtra
(Mahagenco). Coal for
power generation in
Maharashtra is to be sup-

plied from this coal block,
so that there is continuity
of coal supply in the com-
ing times. The Energy
Minister of Maharashtra
urged the Chief Minister
Mr. Bhupesh Baghel to
complete all the formalities
related to the coal block at
the earliest and also re-
quested for forest diversion
and the recommendation
of the state government for
this coal block. Additional
Chief Secretary to Chief
Minister Mr. Subrat Sahoo,
Energy Secretary Mr.
Ankit Anand, CMD of
Maharashtra Electricity
Company (Mahagenco) Mr.
Sanjay Khandare, Director
Mr. Purshottam Jadhav,
Executive Director Mr.
Nitin Bagh were present
on the occasion.

Maharashtra will be given clearance for
Gare Palma-2 coal block as per rules: CM
p Maharashtra’s

Energy Minister
Mr. Raut meets
Chief Minister Mr.
Baghel

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Apr 19: Governor
Ms. Anusuiya Uikey re-
leased the annual booklet
of NIC Chhattisgarh
“Digital Pathway” at Raj
Bhavan. On the occasion
of the program, Director
General of NIC Dr. Neeta
Verma gave information
regarding the digital serv-
ice being provided by NIC
at the state level and dis-
trict level.

Governor Ms. Uikey
congratulated and ex-
tended best wishes to the
Director General of NIC
Dr. Neeta Verma and to
all the employees of NIC
Chhattisgarh on the re-
lease of the annual book-
let. She said that NIC has
an important role in
building the digital
ecosystem in

Chhattisgarh. Ms. Uikey
said that  the digital serv-
ice provided by NIC was
very helpful in the era of
Covid-19. Thanks to digi-
tal service, all the work
could be done online.
School and college educa-
tion continued. She said
that N.I.C. Techniques de-
veloped by the
Government should be
implemented to bring
transparency in govern-

ment work and for timely
completion of civil servic-
es. On this occasion, she
said that  Blockchain sys-
tems developed by NIC
will be implemented in
universities, with this,
the academic certificates
of the students will be
protected in the
blockchain.

Having public access,
its credibility can also be
checked. With this, the

students will also be freed
from the process of carry-
ing certificates. She also
talked about bringing all
the universities in a sin-
gle platform on the lines
of SWAS platform devel-
oped by NIC. Ms. Uikey
also urged the Director
General NIC, to make he
Raj Bhavan Secretariat to
be completely paperless
by converting it into an e-
office. She said that this

would reduce the cost and
also save time. Apart from
this, she also told the need
of fast internet speed and
the e-office in remote
areas of the state to be in
local language, so that the
students of remote areas
can get benefit. In addi-
tion, Ms. Uikey congratu-
lated NIC for the awards
received in providing dig-
ital platforms to various
government departments
of the country. On this oc-
casion Deputy Director
General of NIC Mr.
Sanjay Kapoor, Deputy
Director General and
State Informatics Officer
Chhattisgarh Dr. Ashok
Kumar Hota, Legal
Advisor to Governor Mr.
R.K. Agrawal, Deputy
Secretary, Deepak Kumar
Agrawal were present on
the occasion. Also all the
District Informatics
Officers of NIC
Chhattisgarh were pres-
ent virtually.

Raipur, Apr 19: The dele-
gation of Jila Nirman
Sangharsh Samiti,
Khairagarh had a courtesy
call on Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel at his res-
idence office here this
evening. Expressing grati-

tude to Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel for the an-
nouncement of making
Khairagarh-Chhuikhadan-
Gandai district, the delega-
tion presented him with
flowers and a momento.
They informed  the Chief
Minister that there was a
wave of joy among the peo-
ple of the area with the an-
nouncement of the forma-
tion of a new district. With
the fulfillment of the much
awaited demand of forma-

tion of district, now people
will be able to get the bene-
fits of government
schemes in a better way.
Common citizen access to
services related to rev-
enue, education, health
will increase. Also, getting
the benefit of administra-
tive decentralization will
lead to better development
of the area. On this occa-
sion, Member of
Chhattisgarh State
Housing Board, Vinod
Tiwari and Convenor of
Jila Nirman Sangharsh
Samiti, Khairagarh,
Shirish Mishra, Ashok
Munat, Mohammad
Khaleel Qureshi,
Ramkrishna Shastri,
Subodh Pandey, Farooq
Memon, Dilip Shriwas and
other officials including
Mr. Nitin Jain and Mr. Anil
Jain were present.

Rresidents expressed
their gratitude to CM 

For making
Khairagarh-
Chhuikhadan-
Gandai a district

Governor released the annual booklet of NIC Chhattisgarh 
p Under the title

‘Digital Pathway’

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Apr 19: As per
the guidelines of Forest
and Climate Change
Minister Mr. Mohammad
Akbar, Chief Conservator
of Forests, Surguja Forest
Circle, Mr. Anurag
Srivastava visited Jashpur
Forest Circle on April 16
and 17 and took stock of
various activities along
with the works of food
grade Mahua collection,
Narva development. He

inspected 02 km from Birla
to Ajdha Van Marg under
Manora area of Jashpur
Forest Division the WBM
road construction work. In
Manora area, he informed
about the technical as-
pects related to well ex-
ploitation to the forest de-
partment’s staff engaged
in well exploitation work.
Along with this, the tech-
nique of logging plan was

explained in detail to the
field staff. The Chief
Conservator of Forests in-
spected the food grade
Mahua collection work
being done under the for-
est range Duldula. He in-
spected the net installed
under Mahua trees in vil-
lage Kantasaru and in-
formed the team that high
quality Mahua can be col-
lected by this method.

After reaching village
Bangurkela, he inspected
the Mahua dryer installed
there and instructed the
villagers working there to
collect high quality
Mahua by keeping cleanli-
ness. Srivastava inspected
the furniture manufactur-
ing work from Lentana in
Jashpur forest division’s
zone Tapkara and gave
necessary directions to the
women self-help groups
and encouraged them.
Chief Forest Conservator
Srivastava inspected 30-40
models built in Kochnidih
Nala under Narva
Development Plan 2021-22
in Hathibed complex and
instructed for planting
Mahua and other fruit
plants in the area.

CCF inspects various development activities
p Of Narva

Development
Scheme, Food
Grade Mahua 
collection work

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Apr 19: Chief
Minister  Bhupesh Baghel
said that  during the last
three and a half years, we
have worked towards
making those dreams of
forefathers come true. Mr.
Baghel said that all of us
had taken a pledge to
raise the value of
Chhattisgarh ‘Mahtari’
and give a new identity to
Chhattisgarh and in just
three and a half years we
have been able to give a
new identity to
Chhattisgarh. Till three
and a half years ago,
Chhattisgarh was known
as mines or Naxal nui-
sance, today Chhattisgarh
is discussed about the
prosperity of its villages.
Chief Minister Mr.
Baghel was addressing
the 76th convention of
Chhattisgarh Manwa

Kurmi Kshatriya Samaj
Chandkhuri Raj organ-
ised at village Tila in
Raipur district. On this
occasion, he sanctioned
various development
work for the area. The
Chief Minister approved
Rs 20 lakh for the social
building of Manwa
Kurmi Kshatriya Samaj.
Announcing the construc-
tion of a high level bridge
across Mahanadi on Tila-
Hathkhoj road, he said
that the estimates for this
would be prepared and in-
cluded in the next budget.

The Chief Minister said
that Champaran would be
included in the Ramvan
Gaman Path circuit. A
plan will be made for the
development of
Champaran. Kaushalya
Mata Janma Utsav will be
celebrated in the coming
time by ascertaining the
exact date of birth of
Kaushalya Mata.

In this social conven-
tion, Central President of
Manwa Kurmi Kshatriya
Samaj Mr. Chova Ram

Verma, MLA Abhanpur
Mr. Dhanendra Sahu,
District Panchayat
President Raipur Mrs.
Domeshwari Verma, State
Women’s Commission
President Mrs. Kiranmayi
Nayak, Advisor to Chief
Minister Mr. Vinod Verma
and a large number of
Manwa Kurmi communi-
ty members were present.
Expressing happiness,
Chief Minister Baghel
said that the organization
of Chhattisgarh Manwa
Kurmi Kshatriya Samaj is

getting stronger now.
Social awareness is in-
creasing due to everyone’s
efforts. He said that from
agriculture, education,
medical engineering to
business or politics, peo-
ple of the community
have played their part in
every field, and now peo-
ple of Chhattisgarh
Manwa Kurmi Kshatriya
Samaj from the creation of
Chhattisgarh to the cre-
ation of new Chhattisgarh
have extended their par-
ticipation.

Ch’garh got a new identity in three and a half years: Baghel
p CM participates in

the conference of
CMKKS

Bilaspur, Apr 19: The Ninth
convocation ceremony of
Guru Ghasidas University
will be held on April 20. In
the context of the convoca-
tion, a press conference was
organized on Apr 18 in the
meeting hall located in the
administrative building. In
the press conference, the
Vice-Chancellor of the
University, Prof.
AlokChakrawal gave detailed
information about the convo-
cation.

Vice-Chancellor also inter-
acted with journalists. He
said that the convocation cer-
emony of the University is in
many ways an example of

the unforgettable legacy of
human civilization. We are
constantly battling with
Corona. Earlier, an attempt
was made to organize the
convocation on January 15,
2022 but in view of the situa-
tion of Corona, the pro-
gramme was postponed.

Thereafter, an attempt was
made to conduct it in online
mode on February 04, 2022,
but the anxiety of the stu-
dents was that they would be
deprived of the thrill of tak-
ing the degree offline. After
this, the date of April 20, 2022
has been fixed. In response to
a question, the Vice-
Chancellor said that sports
facilities of international
standard are being developed
in the university. There is an

effort to provide good sports
facilities for the whole of
Central India.

Replying to another ques-
tion, the Vice Chancellor said
that the preparation for
NAAC is going on very fast in
the university. The work of
data collection is in the final
stage. In reply to another
question, the Vice-
Chancellor, Prof. Alok
Chakrawal said that the peo-
ple who have worked with
dedication for the society will
be given the honorary degree
of D. Lit. The Ninth
Convocation of Guru
Ghasidas Vishwavidyalaya
(Central University) will be
held on Wednesday, April 20,
2022 at 11 am in the Silver
Jubilee Auditorium. The

Chief Guest of the function
is Anusuiya Uikey, Governor
of Chhattisgarh, Guest of
Honour Dr. Subhash Sarkar,
Union Minister of State for
Higher Education, Ministry
of Education, Government of
India and Special Guest Atul
Kothari, National Secretary,
Shiksha Sanskriti Utthan
Nyas New Delhi. Professor
Ashok Gajanan Modak,
Chancellor, Guru Ghasidas
Vishwavidyalaya (Central
University) will preside over
the function. The Vice-
Chancellor of the Central
University, Professor Alok
Kumar Chakrawal will pres-
ent the annual report of the
University.

The Ninth Convocation is
another milestone for the
university as it is the first
convocation of the university
after the pandemic. 68 stu-
dents will get gold medals for
the session 2019-20 and 73 for
the session 2020-21. A total of
81 students will be conferred
with the Ph.D. degree for
both the sessions.

Convocation ceremony is an example of the unforgettable
legacy of human civilization: V-C

68 students to get
gold medals for the
session 2019-20 and
73 for the session
2020-21

Total of 81 students
will be conferred
with the Ph.D. degree 

RRaaiippuurr,,  AApprr  1199:: The first classi-
cal musical event ‘Mere Ram
Mahotsav’ was held on Sunday
at Ram Mandir complex, VIP
Road, Raipur. Dr. Ajay Nagraj,
the Mohan Veena player and
senior neurosurgeon of
Chhattisgarh, inaugurated the
ceremony by playing Raga
Malkounsh and created a tran-
quil atmosphere. 

The first bandish was in
Bilamvit Teentaal, the second
Madhyalaya Ektaal and the
third bandish was set in Drut
Teentaal. His instrument
“Mohan Veena” is a refined
version of Hawaiian guitar, its
‘tonal quality’ is amazing. 

As soon as the sound is
heard, it pulls the heart. Dr.
Ajay Nagraj deeply elevates
the Shruti-Valay around the
sura, his preparation, the suc-
cessive edge, melody of the

raga, the refined variation of
‘Taan & Tihai’ enthralled the lis-
teners. The beauty, he tried to
engraved with the workman-
ship of rhythm and skills in the
harmony of ‘Barah Matra’ was
unparalleled. In his own style,
he has wonderfully incorporat-
ed both singing and Gatkari
along with the techniques of
playing the sitar. His playing is
the epitome of comprehensive
aesthetics. After this, singing
and playing the bhajan “ Ram
ka gungaan kariye”, got a great

round of applause and stunned
the audience. Shri Kamal
Mukherjee’s excellent accom-
paniment of Tabla Vadan has
no matches. What wisdom and
what purity! His tabla accom-
paniment in the midst of
Mohan Veena-playing repeat-
edly attracted with its quali-
ties. The final presentation of
the program “Dhrupad Gayan”
by Chandra Kushwaha in raga
Chandrakaus, accompanid by
Trilochan Sona on Pakhavaj,
was outstanding.

Governor invited by
the delegation of
Sikh community

RRaaiippuurr,,  AApprr  1199:: The delega-
tion of Sikh Community,
Chhattisgarh met Governor
Ms. Anusuiya Uikey at Raj
Bhavan here and invited her
for the centenary function
organised on the occasion of
400th Prakash Parv of Sri
Guru Tegh Bahadur Sahib.
Amarjit Kaur Khanuja, Raj
Kaur Hora, Rajinder Kaur,
Charanjit Kaur Chhabra,
Surinder Kaur Chhabra and
other members of Sikh com-
munity were present on the
occasion.

Classical musical event ‘Mere Ram Mahotsav’ held 



Fingeshwar, Apr 19: 

on the occasion of Lord
Mahavir Janm Kalyanak
Mahotsav, various pro-
grammes were organized
here by the subordinate
circles in the premises of
Shwetambar Jain Temple.
Various programs were
held by Veera Group,
under the leadership of
Abha Bangani and the ef-
forts of Shreya Bhansali,
Khushi Bangani, Chandan
Tatiya and others.

Of the various competi-
tions held, in drawing
competition junior group
Ayush Jain stood first, fol-
lowed by Ananya Jain and
in senior group Aditi
Pahadiya stood first fol-
lowed by Sonal Chopda. In
Rangoli competition,
Mayuri Bangani stood
first followed by Aditi
Pahadiya. In Gawli compe-
tition, in junior category

Jini Bafna stood first, fol-
lowed by Jhuna Golcha,
whereas in the senior
group Nivi Bangani stood
first followed by Ritika
Parakh.

Same way in Origami
competition, Poonam
Golcha stood first, fol-
lowed by Mayuri Bangani
and Sonal Chopda. In cra-
dle decoration competi-

tion, Nidhi Bafna stood
first, followed by Poonam
Glocha and Jyoti
Bangani. Aditi Pahdaiya
participated in major all
the competitions held,
and was awarded with
‘Most Talented Award’ by
Veera Group.

In Kavi Samelan, Bavya
Golcha stood first in jun-
ior group, followed by

Dinesh Golcha and Shubh
Jhabak among Men’s
Group, and Garima
Bhandari and Ayushi
Golcha in Women’s group.
In solo dance competition,
Akruti Borudiya stood
first followed by Arya
Duggad and Avni Raisoni,
whereas in group dance,
Dharmik Pathshala group
stood first, followed by
Aham Bahumandal
sawani and group.
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Korba, Apr 19:

Korba Municipal
Corporation (KMC) has
been taking action
against illegal hoardings,
advertisements and
posters with KMC limit.
In this series, illegal
hoardings, posters, adver-
tisements and others were
removed from
Ghantaghar Chowk,
Niharika area, Subhash

Chowk as they were in-
stalled without prior per-
mission. KMC removed
all these things and seized
the items.

C o m m i s s i o n e r
Prabhakar Pandey said
that the anti-encroach-
ment team of KMC at one
place where is taking ac-
tion against encroach-
ments and illegal con-
struction work, on the
other, it is also removing

posters and banners at
public places and in elec-
trical poles and other
places without seeking
prior permission from
KMC. In this series, ille-
gal hoardings and adver-
tisements were removed
from Subhash Chowk,
Ghantaghar Chowk and
Niharika area and by the
roadside from the electri-
cal poles and other places.
Encroachment removed

from parking place:
The people encroaching

upon the footpath and
parking area or those
near the road-side by plac-
ing hand-carts and other
small huts as vendors
were acting as main hin-
drance in flow of traffic
and this often causes
problems in movement of
traffic. So KMC took ac-
tion against all the illegal
vendors, hand-cart opera-
tors and those encroach-
ing upon the footpath and
other places and gave
them warning not to re-
encroach upon that area
or else strict action will be
taken.

Do not encroach, avoid
inconvenience: KMC
Commissioner Prabhakar
Pandey made an appeal to
general public that they
should not encroach upon
Nazul land, public places,
and KMC’s property and
do not erect any illegal
structure near footpath,
parking area or with help
of handcarts.

Illegal hoardings, posters, removed
From Subhash Chowk, Ghantaghar Chowk and Niharika area

Mainpur, Apr 19: A con-
stable named Rizwan
Qureshi, posted in
Amlipadar Police Station,
has turned a Good
Samaritan to the people of
the region, by helping
build a postmortem facili-
ty with the help of public
representatives and local
citizens. The people of the
region along with repre-

sentatives of the village
Panchayat willingly do-
nated building materials
and others products under
the leadership of Qureshi
to build the first post-
mortem unit of the re-
gion.

According to informa-
tion, people of around 32
villages of the Block, had
to carry their dead to ei-
ther Mainpur or Devbhog,
in an  untoward distance
of 40-70 kilometers to con-

duct autopsy and other
preliminary investiga-
tions. In many instances
the relatives of the dead
had to spend nights with
the corpse, if the destina-
tion was not reached on
time. The establishment of
the post-mortem facility
has brought great relief to
many people of the region
who used to face a night-
mare in carrying their
dead for post-mortem.
Meanwhile policing in the

region has become a mark
of respect, with people
praising the constable in
social media platforms.
Here it also needs a men-
tion that ex Station In
charge of Amlipadar,
Satyendra Singh Shyam is
the real mentor of the
postmortem facility, as
this was his initiation,
which was led forward by
constable Rizwan, after
the transfer of the Station
In charge.

Constable creates autopsy
facility in Amlipadar 

 Through community
service mode

Anwari, Apr 19:

A total of 8 girl students
from Government High
School Koliyari of Anwari
were distributed cycles
under state government’s
Saraswati Cycle Yojana,
which is novel initiative of
the state government to
unite girls with education.
The girls on receiving bi-
cycles were very happy
and said that now they will
not be facing any problems
in going to School and
back. On this occasion
BCC Bhakhara President
and School Management
Committee Raju Sahu ex-
tended greetings to the stu-
dents and said that girls
are ahead in the field of
education compared to
boys and added that it is

the chain which links both
the tyres of the bicycle, in
the same way it is the
Education which shapes
one’s future. He said that
with girls coming foward
in the field of education,
they would realise the
very sentiment of ‘Nnari
Padhegi, Vikas Gahdegi’
and School is one such in-
stitution through which

one can achieve anything
in life. Majority of girl stu-
dents were unable to go to
school, due to lack of con-
veyance facility and long
distance and therefore
they were distributed bi-
cycles. On this occasion
Head of School- Geeta
Sahu, member Dr
Gaindlal Sahu, Kuleshwar
Sahu, Ramratan Sahu,

Domar Sahu, Vikas Sahu,
Vinay Sahu, Yogeshwari
Sahu, Bhanumati Sahu,
Panch, teaching staff and
cycle distribution in-
charge KK Kosare,
Chandrakant Baghel,
Sandeep Rama, Lilima
Madam, Shikha Madam,
Reena Sahu, Peon Giriraj
Sahu and students in large
number were present.

Cycle will solve conveyance problems for girls: Sahu
Eight girl students distributed bi-cycles

KKoonnttaa,,  AApprr  1199::  

Health camp was organized in
Jagargunda of Konta block.  In
which villagers from nearby
villages including Jagargunda
came and took advantage of
health services.  A total of 639
patients were benefitted in the
health camp Jagargunda.  

In which 214 patients were
found with seasonal and other
diseases, total 73 of Ayurveda,
48 with eye disorders, 2
patients of high blood pressure

and diabetic patients were
given health benefits. Apart
from this, health workers like
doctors, nurses etc. present in
the camp motivated the vil-
lagers to keep their surround-
ings clean by telling the impor-
tance of cleanliness.  Women
and children were taught to
provide nutritious and bal-
anced diet.  Glasses were dis-
tributed to 30 villagers in the
camp.  Along with this, 304
Ayushman Bharat card holders
were registered.

Health camp 
organized in Jagargunda

Kharora, Apr 19:

Playing the lead role of
saving lives of many
through blood donation the
institution ‘Sanjeevani
Rakt Data Sangh’ (SRDS) is
taking constant efforts to-
wards religious, creative
and social fields. This insti-
tution has carved an identi-
ty for itself as voluntary in-
stitution carrying the serv-
ices of sacred blood dona-
tion without asking for
anything in return and the
inclination of service of
SRDS cannot be ignored.

SRDS is associated with
blood donation for almost a
decade back and getting in-
fluenced with this institu-
tion, they are creating
awareness about blood do-
nation in Tilda-Newara
block along Balodabazar,
Dharshiwa VS area and
other places. President
SRDS Omprakash Singh
Chouhan, who is himself
physically disabled from
leg and uses crutches to

walk, as acted as source of
inspiration for others by
acting motivator for the so-
ciety. Earning a livelihood
through a small trade,
Omprakash is playing role
of motivator for the society.
Dedicated with cause of
selfless service, every
member of SRDS meets up
his own expenditure and
takes out his valuable time
to provide such sacred
work and services to the so-
ciety. SRDS known among
society, but still unheard in
administrative circle:
SRDS has carved an identi-

ty for itself in the social, re-
ligious and creative field
through various activities
and earned lot of success.
But it is still not known
among the administrative
circle.

At one place where the
local administration in-
vites people associated
with voluntary institutions
or social organisation, but
SRDS playing prominent
role in social field has
never being appreciated or
brought into platform for
discussions on social is-
sues and is still a name un-
heard in administrative
circles. President SRDS OS
Chouhan said that his in-
stitution is surging ahead
on part of social service
speedily and when it comes
to administrative mind-set

it is something which one
cannot change and is pure-
ly dependent upon their
outlook. He said that ren-
dering social services is the
basic cause of SRDS and it
is by working with dedica-
tion that every member of
SRDS is creating aware-
ness about blood donation.

SRDS priority is social
work at ground-level:
Chouhan

President SRDS
Omprakash Singh
Chouhan said that the in-
stitution believes in work
with commitment and does
not believe in politics of
making tall claims without
offering anything.
Chouhan said that even
though the path of hard
work is always tough, but
the results are always
favourable and permanent.
It is for this reason that
Sanjeevani Rakta Datta
Sangh (SRDS) is surging
ahead towards it objective
with firmness and positivi-
ty, he added.

SRDS creating awareness about blood donation among youth

Omprakash Singh
Chouhan

 President SRDS
despite being
‘divyang’ has never
taken it lightly

Koriya, Apr 19:

The Advisor Jal Jeewan
Mission Niti Aayog
Ramesh Choubey conduct-
ed inspection in Gram
Katgodi and remote vil-
lage Podi under Sonhat
block headquarters here
on Sunday. Under this mis-
sion, water is being sup-
plied to all the houses in
Gram Podi and Usnapara
of Gram Katgodi through
‘solar yojana’. Choubey
hailed the availability of
pure drinking water  and
meeting the villagers
asked them to make good
use of drinking water and
do not misutilise it. He

also suggested villagers to
develop gardening near
tap-water connection, so
that the overflowing water
instead of going into
drains gets utilised in gar-
dening and villagers will
get farming, vegetables.
He appealed villagers to
ensure better water man-
agement and make active
participation in
Swachchata Samitis.

Ramesh Choubey
conducts inspection
 In Gram Podi and

Katgodi

Various prog mark Lord Mahavir
‘Janm Kalyanak Mahotsav’

Dhamdha, Apr 19:

Hanuman Janmotsav
was celebrated in
Hanuman Temple in ward
No. 10, near Mahamaya
temple in city here on
Saturday. Cleaning of the
temple was done by the
members of ‘Safaiward’
and ‘Mitra Mandli’ and on

the day of Hanuman
Janmotsav, ‘prasadi bhan-
dara’ programme was also
organised. In this the devo-
tees were distributed
‘Kheer-Puri’, ‘sharbat’.

Teacher Ghanshyam
Sharma informed that ac-
cording to Hindu
Panchang, every year on
occasion of ‘Chaitra Maas’

‘Shukl Paksh’ and
‘Poornima’, ‘Hanuman
Janmotsav’ is observed. It
was on this auspicious oc-
casion the 11th
‘Rudravatar’ of Lord
Shiva, i:e Lord Shri
Hanuman was born and
he is known as Lord who
removes all obstacles and
problems. He also said that
this programme of mas-
sive ‘prasadi bhandara’
has been held with due as-
sistance of ward residents
and for which he ex-
pressed gratitude.

In this programme,
Adarsh Sharma, Pappu
Sahu, Lokesh, Hukum
Sinha, Devendra, Rohit,
Mohit, Rahul, Palash,
Mohnish, Sanni, Kunal,
Vikas, Hritik, Arpan,
Devansh, Ankit, Rahul,
Kanha, Yogesh and others
gave valuable support.

Hanuman Janmotsav celebrated with fervour

KKhhaaiirraaggaarrhh,,  AApprr  1199:: On his-
toric win by Congress candi-
date Yashoda Verma in
Khairagarh VS by-poll and
declaration of formation of
new district of Khairagarh,
Chuuikhadan -Gandai by the
Chief Minister, the members
of Muslim Samaj expressed
gratitude towards the Chief
Minister and extended greet-
ings to all concerned.
Honourable member of

Muslim Samaj and Nagar
Panchayat V-P Abdul Rajjak
Khan, senior Sabir Qureshi,
Secy. Khalil Qureshi, Jafar
Hussain Khan, Samshul Hoda
Khan, Yaqub Khan, Samir
Qureshi, Moh. Yahiya Niyazi,
Junaid Khan, Nadeem Memon,
Sohail Ashraf and Sheikh
Jahid distributed ‘ladoos’ to all
citizens in ‘Itwari Bazar’ and
celebrated the happiness on
formation of new district.

Muslim Samaj distribute
‘ladoos’ to people

On declaration of new district by CM



SAND MINING

People are allegedly engaged in sand mining activities in the river Ganga despite a
ban by the Bihar government, in Patna, Tuesday.

J&K’s security situation better
than before: DGP

Jammu, Apr 19 (PTI):

Asserting that Jammu
and Kashmir’s security sit-
uation is much better than
before, DGP Dilbag Singh
on Tuesday said militants
are being “neutralised”
within the shortest possi-
ble time of committing an
act of terror.

Terror groups and their
handlers in Pakistan are
hurt by the peaceful atmos-
phere in Jammu and
Kashmir which is evident
from the increased at-
tempts to smuggle weapons
from across the border and
replacing local stooges
with Pakistani terrorists,
he said.

“The security situation
is far better than before
and counter-insurgency
operations are being car-
ried out successfully on a

daily basis. There is no
doubt that terror elements
are doing their actions but
those involved in such at-
tacks are being identified
and neutralised soon,” the
director general of police
(DGP) told reporters at
Palli village in Samba dis-
trict. Lt Governor Manoj
Sinha along with the police
chief visited Palli panchay-
at, the venue of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
visit on National

Panchayat Day on April 24,
to oversee the arrange-
ments. Asked about the re-
cent spurt in terror at-
tacks, including the latest
killing of a Railway
Protection Force (RPF) per-
sonnel in south Kashmir’s
Pulwama district and own-
ing of the attack by two ter-
ror groups, he said, they
are all basically Lashar-e-
Taiba (LeT) affiliates who
are indulging in such activ-
ities on the directions from
their handlers across the
border. It is like mushroom
growth in the rainy season.
Such types of groups have
no existence on ground
and one action is claimed
by four groups. We are
alive to the situation and
those actually involved are
being identified and we are
hopeful neutralising them
soon, he said.
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BRIEF

Rescued
i Panaji: Twelve peo-

ple were rescued off
the beaches of Goa
during the long
weekend, officials
said. A spokesperson
said eight people in
the 26-34 age group
were rescued off
Palolem beach in
south Goa after their
kayaks overturned
in the sea. They were
rescued from rocks
by the agency’s
Sameer Kankonkar
and Praveen
Sangekar, he added.
A 23-year-old man
was rescued in Cola
beach, while in
Dudhsagar Falls boy
from Punjab was res-
cued who jumped
into water.

Appointed
i Jammu: In a “signif-

icant move”, the
Jammu and Kashmir
government appoint-
ed Suraj Singh, a vi-
sually impaired ad-
vocate, as govern-
ment counsel for de-
fending cases before
the Jammu and
Kashmir High Court
here. An official
spokesman termed
the decision a signifi-
cant move towards
ensuring equal op-
portunities of
growth and develop-
ment to specially
abled who are inte-
gral to societal
progress and pros-
perity. There has
been a persistent de-
mand of specially
abled persons.

Alleges
i Bhubaneswar: A

man, who was picked
up by the police here
in connection with a
case of theft died al-
legedly in police cus-
tody and his wife has
alleged that he was
tortured in custody.
The middle aged
man, a vegetable ven-
dor and father of
four children, died.
The man’s wife said
though he limped, he
was healthy. My hus-
band died due to tor-
ture in the police sta-
tion. He had no in-
volvement in any
theft case. She said
that her husband
was picked up by the
police.

Nabbed
i Noida: The Special

Task Force (STF) of
the Uttar Pradesh
Police said it has ar-
rested an alleged
criminal who had es-
caped from a court in
2019 and was hiding
in Gujarat. Sunil
(42), alias Sawal, had
been living under a
fake identity in
Gujarat and prior to
that he had taken
refuge in Madhya
Pradesh since fleeing
UP, the STF said. He
was held by the
Noida unit of the
STF from Gujarat
and brought to
Bulandshahr, where
the FIR was lodged
against him.

Held
i Chandigarh: The in-

telligence wing of the
Punjab Police arrest-
ed two close aides of
fugitive gangster
turned terrorist
Arshdeep Singh alias
Arsh Dalla and
claimed to have
thwarted possible ef-
forts of foreign-based
anti-national elements
to disturb the peace
and tranquillity of the
state. Those arrested
have been identified
as Harsh Kumar and
Raghav, both residents
of Kot Ise Khan in
Moga district. Police
recovered foreign
made MP-5 gun and 44
live rounds from their
possession.

Kolkata, Apr 19 (PTI):

West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata
Banerjee is best suited to
lead the opposition front
in the 2024 Lok Sabha elec-
tions, while a section of
Congress leaders is more
interested in fighting
among themselves instead
of taking on the BJP,
Trinamool Congress
leader Ripun Bora claimed
on Tuesday.

Bora, the former presi-
dent of Congress’ Assam
unit who joined the TMC
on Sunday, alleged that
several leaders of the
Congress were working in
connivance with the BJP
in the Northeastern state.

“The BJP is a threat to
Constitution, democracy,
and moreover to our coun-
try’s economy,” he told PTI
in an interview.

“The Congress being the
grand old party, should
have led the fight against
the BJP. But unfortunately,
its leaders in various
states are fighting against
each other rather than
fighting the BJP,” he said.

Bora, who took over as
the chief of the Assam
Congress in 2016, claimed
that he was able to bring
the party to a position
where people expected it to
form the government in
the state in the 2021 assem-
bly elections.

However, “people lost
faith in us” due to infight-
ing, he said.

“I was Assam Congress
president from 2016 to
2021. I tried my best to
bring back the party to
power. But a section of
senior leaders was fight-
ing in such a way among
themselves that the people
got demoralised. I tried my
best by forming a grand al-
liance. Presently there is
no opposition in Assam,”
he said.

Bora, a Congress mem-
ber since his student days

in 1976, said he joined the
TMC as it was ideological-
ly the same as the
Congress.

“The difference lies only
in the approach of fighting
the BJP,” he said.

“The way the TMC led
by Mamata Banerjee ag-
gressively fought the BJP
has been lauded across the
country,” he said.

Bora said he left the
Congress as he did not
want to waste his energy
in the party.

“I no longer wanted to
waste my energy in
Congress which in Assam
is least interested in fight-
ing the BJP. I have joined
the TMC to build a strong
opposition against the BJP
in Assam,” he said, adding
that he did not switch
camps to get a Rajya
Sabha berth.

‘Mamata best suited to lead opposition’ 

Ripun Bora

p Congress busy with
infighting: Ripun Bora

Dilbag Singh

Kochi, Apr 19 (PTI):

The Kerala High Court
on Tuesday declined to in-
terfere with the decision of
a Christian woman to
marry a Muslim DYFI
leader, a decision which
stirred up a political storm
in the state after her rela-
tives alleged “love jihad”, as
she categorically told the
court that she has not been
illegally detained and she
was not interested in speak-
ing to her family at present.
A bench of Justices VG
Arun and CS Sudha after
interacting with the
woman, Jyotsna Mary
Joseph, said, “She has cate-

gorically stated she has de-
cided to marry Shejin
(DYFI leader) out of her
own free will and not under
any compulsion.

“She has also stated that
as of now she was not inter-
ested in interacting with
her parents or family and
will do so at a later stage,”
the court noted in its order.

It also told the woman’s
family that she has said she
intended to visit them after
her marriage, for which an
application under the
Special Marriage Act has
been moved and is pending
consideration, and not be-
fore that. The bench told the
family that while it under-
stands their concerns, their
daughter was a 26-year-old
woman, who was a nurse in
Saudi Arabia, and capable
of making her own deci-
sions.

Kerala HC declines to interfere
with interfaith relationship

Sringeri, Apr 19 (PTI):

Karnataka Chief
Minister Basavaraj
Bommai on Tuesday dis-
missed the allegations that
innocent people are being
held in connection with the
Hubballi violence and said
arrests were made based on
evidence. “No innocent per-

son has been arrested.
Based on evidences, people
have been arrested,”
Bommai told reporters at
Menase helipad in the tem-
ple town of Sringeri.

The Chief Minister said
no one involved in the vio-
lence will be spared and the
government will ensure
that they are punished.

‘No innocent person held
over Hubballi violence’

Karnataka CM seeks blessings at Sri Bharatiya Tirtha
Swamiji of Shankarapith in Sringeri on Tuesday.

Panaji, Apr 19 (PTI):

As a marine pollution
control response, three
more pollution control
vessels (PCVs) will be
added to the Indian Coast
Guard’s (ICG) fleet, Union
Defence Secretary Ajay
Kumar said on Tuesday.

Speaking to reporters
on the sidelines of the 8th
National Pollution
Response Exercise cur-
rently taking place in Goa,
Kumar said that India is
also willing to help friend-
ly countries in upgrading
their capabilities.

Around 19 friendly
countries are participat-
ing in the exercise.

The Union government
is continuously trying to
upgrade the ICG’s capabil-

ities to face pollution haz-
ards in the ocean.

Today, the Indian Coast
Guard is capable of han-
dling the highest level of
oil spills in this region,
which is 700 tonnes and
above. Only a few coun-
tries in the world have
this capability, Kumar
said.

Currently, the ICG has
two dedicated vessels for

pollution response, while
three more will be added
to its fleet to enhance its
capability, he said.

The Indian Ocean is one
of the busiest routes in
the world and half of the
trade takes place in the re-
gion, the senior official
said, adding that oil explo-
ration has also increase
and accidents can happen
anywhere.

Indian Coast Guard to get three
more pollution control vessels

ICG pollution control vessel in Goa.

Kolkata, Apr 19 (PTI):

India, especially West
Bengal could deepen its
people-to-people ties with
neighbour Bangladesh,
said Ambassador Riva
Ganguly Das, former
Secretary-East in the
Ministry of External
Affairs, while pointing out
that in the official domain,
collaboration between the
two governments had been
strengthened significantly
in all areas, in recent
years.

Ganguly Das in an inter-
action with PTI on
Tuesday, suggested that
there can be joint theatri-
cal productions and bal-
lets, collaborative writing
of books and works on
Rabindranath Tagore be-
tween people who share a
common culture and lan-

guage. With a 4,096-km-
long border, it is quite nat-
ural that there will be is-
sues between India and
Bangladesh. But many
complicated problems
have been resolved. Both
countries now work to-
gether in many sectors in-
cluding connectivity.

But there is not much
public awareness regard-

ing the collaboration and
only issues such as border
shoot-outs and illegal im-
migration are highlighted,
she told PTI.

Ganguly Das, who
served as India’s High
Commissioner to Dhaka
before taking up her as-
signment as Secretary-
East, said that deeper cul-
tural ties will help in re-
moving misconceptions
and stereotypes that peo-
ple of both Bangladesh
and India, especially West
Bengal harbour towards
each other.

An average educated
Bangladeshi looks to India
and says we are blood
brothers. He or she ac-
knowledges India’s role in
their country’s liberation,
just as we acknowledge
the gallantry shown by
Bangladesh’s freedom

fighters. However, there
will always be discordant
notes which can be isolat-
ed through frequent cul-
tural exchanges, she said.

One Bangladeshi top
Naval officer’s wife once
told me she goes to
Kolkata to watch first-day-
first-show of almost all
movies. People come from
there for education, med-
ical treatment and even to
shop as it should be, be-
tween neighbours.
Similarly, many Indians do
business or study medi-
cine in Bangladesh, she
said.

However, with both
parts of Bengal sharing a
common history for thou-
sands of years, their pres-
ent-day relationship
should be much more vi-
brant, the former diplomat
said.

‘India-Bangladesh cultural ties must deepen’

Ambassador Riva Ganguly Das

Kolkata, Apr 19 (PTI):

Perked up by the re-
sults of the bypoll to
the Ballygunge assem-
bly seat in which the
party came second, the
CPI(M) is asserting that
it is the only alternative
to the Mamata
B a n e r j e e - l e d
Trinamool Congress in
West Bengal.

CPI(M) central com-
mittee member Sujan
Chakraborty said that
an idea doing the
rounds that the Left
Front has become irrel-
evant in West Bengal is
fading fast.

The CPI(M)-led Left
Front, which could not
win a single seat in the
2021 assembly elections
in the state, sees a glim-
mer of hope in the re-
sults of the recent elec-
tions in the state, be it
for municipalities or
assembly bypolls,
wherein many places it
came second, leaving
the BJP behind.

“An idea that the Left
has become irrelevant

in West Bengal politics
was doing the rounds.
People are slowly real-
ising that functionally
Left is the only alterna-
tive to the present
regime in West
Bengal,” Chakraborty
told PTI.

BJP, which had won
77 seats in the assembly
elections, is the only op-
position party having
representation in the
House.

“People are realising
that in real sense what
is meant by opposition
on issues of employ-

ment, law and order, etc
is shown by the Left,”
he said, adding that
this was, however, not
being reflected in the
electoral process.

Chakraborty said
that the recent elec-
tions, including the mu-
nicipal polls in the state
and the assembly by-
elections, were testimo-
ny to the Left Front re-
gaining its relevance in
West Bengal politics.

The Left Front was
runner-up to the TMC
in 65 wards in the 144-
ward Kolkata
Municipal Corporation
election held in
December last year in
which the TMC record-
ed a landslide victory.

However, when it was
pointed out to him that
the CPI(M) candidate
came third in the
Asansol Lok Sabha seat
by-election which was
held on the same day as
the Ballygunge assem-
bly segment bypoll on
April 12, Chakraborty
claimed that the polls
there was a farce.

“Additionally, bina-
ries were created over
religion and regional-
ism in the Asansol elec-
tion with the narrative
that TMC and the BJP
are the only opponents
of each other,” he said.

“On day to day issues
related to people’s
struggle, the Left is
moving as the real op-
position,” he said,
adding that in the re-
cent elections in the
state, “electoral signifi-
cance” of the Left is
being felt.

From just 5.61 per
cent of the vote share
in Ballygunge in 2021
assembly elections, the
CPIM) candidate
notched up over 30 per
cent of the votes polled
in the by-election, leav-
ing behind the BJP, to
come up to the second
position.

The CPI(M) last won
from the Ballygunge
seat in south Kolkata in
2001 and secured the
third position behind
TMC and BJP in the
2021 elections.

CPI(M) sees hope in Ballygunge bypoll results

Sujan Chakraborty

Katihar, Apr 19 (PTI):

Union minister Giriraj
Singh has alleged that the
recent attacks on Ram
Navami processions at a
number of places across
the country flew in the
face of the “claims of
Ganga Jamuni Tehzeeb”
(composite culture of
India). The firebrand BJP
leader said the country
did not object to the con-
struction of new mosques
post-Independence and
“multifold rise in the pop-
ulation of Muslims” in
the country despite large-
scale demolition of tem-
ples in Pakistan where
Hindus faced near-extinc-
tion, and warned that
“now, patience is running
out”. Singh made the
provocative remarks
while talking to reporters
in this north Bihar dis-
trict. He was venting his
spleen over remarks of
AIMIM chief Asaduddin
Owaisi and “secular

politicians with Jinnah’s
DNA” that Hindus should
avoid venturing into
Muslim-dominated locali-
ties to avoid communal
flare-ups while taking out
religious processions.

“Where will Ram
Navami processions taken
out if not in this country?
In Pakistan, Bangladesh
and Afghanistan? Had
processions of any other
faith been attacked lead-
ers like Rahul Gandhi and
the ailing (RJD president)

Lalu Prasad would have
hit the streets for their po-
litical tourism,” said the
Union minister who re-
mains in news for his
acerbic utterances.

Singh, the MP from
Bihar’s Begusarai, ex-
pressed outrage over inci-
dents like attacks on po-
lice officials at Hubli in
Karnataka and at
Jahangirpuri in Delhi
which have witnessed
communal violence 
recently.

‘Will Ram Navami processions
be taken out in Pakistan’

Union minister Giriraj Singh in Katihar.
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COVID-19 TESTING SITE

A COVID-19 testing site stands on a Brooklyn street corner in New York City, US amid rise in cases.

BRIEF

Voids
Miami: A federal
judge in Florida,US
struck down a nation-
al mask mandate on
airplanes and mass
transit, and airlines
and airports swiftly
began repealing their
requirements that
passengers wear face
coverings. The judge’s
decision freed air-
lines, airports and
mass transit systems
to make their own de-
cisions about mask re-
quirements, resulting
in a mix of responses.
The major airlines
switched to a mask op-
tional policy, with
some eliciting cheers
from passengers.

Declares
Johannesburg:
South African
President Cyril
Ramaphosa has de-
clared a national
state of disaster and
announced a range
of measures to re-
spond to the rain-
triggered devastat-
ing floods in which
over 400 people have
died, dozens are still
missing and more
than 40,000 left home-
less across the
coastal province of
KwaZulu-Natal
(KZN). The new state
of disaster follows
just a fortnight after
Ramaphosa an-
nounced the end of
one that was im-
posed for over two
years.

Hurt
Quetta: Nearly a
dozen people have
been injured in
protests that started
last week after a car
driver was allegedly
killed by security offi-
cials for not stopping
at a checkpost in
Pakistan’s restive
Balochistan province.
A car driver was al-
legedly killed by law
enforcement officers
after he speed away
without permission
from a checkpost in
Nokkundi and
Dalbandin areas of
the province. The inci-
dent brought wide-
spread condemnation
and scores started
protesting and de-
manded justice.

Thieves
Brasilia: A group of
criminals with high-
powered rifles
stormed a city in
Brazil’s southern
Parana state, attempt-
ing a brazen robbery
and engaging police in
a shootout. Local
media reported that
the roughly 30 crimi-
nals were targeting an
armored vehicle
transport company,
and several people
were injured. Parana
state’s security secre-
tariat didn’t immedi-
ately answer an
emailed request for
comment nor respond
to phone calls.
Security forces are
hunting those bandits.

Alligator
Venice: Sheriff ’s
deputies captured
video of a large alliga-
tor crawling through
a front yard in Florida
before making its way
into a community
lake. The video was
taken in Venice,
Florida, the Sarasota
County Sheriff ’s
Office said in a
Facebook post.
Deputies estimated
the gator to be about
10 feet long (3 meters).
The sheriff ’s office no-
tified the Florida Fish
and Wildlife
Conservation
Commission. They
also warned neigh-
bors to be on alert be-
cause the alligator
sauntered down.

Kyiv, Apr 19 (AP):

Russian forces attacked
along a broad front in east-
ern Ukraine on Tuesday as
part of a full-scale ground
offensive to take control of
the country’s eastern in-
dustrial heartland in what
Ukrainian officials called a
‘new phase of the war.’

Ukraine’s General Staff
said Russian forces are fo-
cusing their efforts on tak-
ing full control of the
Donbas region. ‘The occu-
piers made an attempt to

break through our defenses
along nearly the entire
frontline,’ the General Staff
said early Tuesday.

The stepped-up assaults
began along a front of more
than 300 miles (480 kilome-
ters), focused on the
Donbas regions of Donetsk
and Luhansk, with the
Russian forces trying to ad-
vance in several sections,
including from the neigh-
boring Kharkiv region. In
southern Donetsk, the
General Staff said the
Russian military has con-

tinued to blockade and
shell the strategic port city
of Mariupol and fire mis-
siles at other cities.

Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy said
in a video address that a
‘significant part of the en-
tire Russian army is now
concentrated on this offen-
sive.’ Moscow-backed sepa-
ratists have been fighting
Ukrainian forces for eight
years in the mostly
Russian-speaking Donbas
and have declared two inde-
pendent republics that
have been recognized by
Russia. Russia has declared
the capture of the Donbas
to be its main goal in the
war since its attempt to
seize the capital, Kyiv,
failed. ‘No matter how
many Russian troops are
driven there, we will fight,’
Zelenskyy vowed. ‘We will
defend ourselves.’ Troops
battled in the streets of
Kreminna before Russia
was able to gain control of
the city, according to Serhiy
Haidai, Luhansk regional
military administrator.

Russia forces attacking along
broad east front of Ukraine

Russian military vehicles move on a highway in an area
controlled by Russian-backed separatist forces near
Mariupol.

Washington, Apr 19 (AP):

The Biden administra-
tion announced it is bar-
ring anti-satellite missile
testing by the United
States, a move that White
House officials say is
meant to underscore its
hopes of establishing new
norms for military action
in space.

The US has sharply crit-
icised Russia and China
for conducting anti-satel-
lite missile tests, although
it also used an interceptor
missile fired from a US
Navy warship more than
14 years ago to destroy a
malfunctioning spy satel-
lite.

The issue is one that’s
taken on greater urgency
after Russia in November
launched a missile to de-
stroy a defunct Soviet-era
satellite. Vice President
Kamala Harris criticised

the Russian action as an
irresponsible act.

The strike created more
than 1,500 pieces of space
debris that increased risk
to US and Russian astro-
nauts aboard the
International Space
Station and China’s
Tiangong space station,
according to US Space
Command.

Harris, who chairs the
White House National
Space Council, planned to
discuss the US commit-
ment to bar anti-satellite
missile testing and estab-
lishing norms for space
during a speech at
Vandenberg Space Force
Base on the central coast
of California, according to
the White House.

The Russian test oc-
curred as it was massing
troops ahead of its latest
invasion of Ukraine. The
more than seven-week-old
war has left thousands
dead and has caused to US
and its allies to hit Russia
with massive economic
sanctions.

A similar weapons test
by China in 2007 also re-
sulted in widespread de-
bris.

The long-lived debris
created by these tests now
threaten satellites and
other space objects that
are vital to all nations’ se-
curity, economic, and sci-
entific interests, and in-
creases risk to astronauts
in space, the White House
said. Overall, these tests
jeopardize the long-term
sustainability of outer
space and imperil the ex-
ploration and use of space
by all nations.

White House commits to barring anti-satellite missile tests

Graphic shows missile hitting a satellite.

Dili, Apr 19 (AP):

Voters in East Timor
chose a president in a
runoff Tuesday between
former independence fight-
ers who’ve blamed each
other for years of political
paralysis.

Nobel Peace Prize laure-
ate Jose Ramos-Horta had a
commanding lead in the
election’s first round but
failed to exceed 50% of the
votes and avoid the runoff.
Ramos-Horta received
46.6%, incumbent President
Francisco ‘Lu Olo’ Guterres
won 22.1% and 14 other can-
didates split the rest of the
votes in the March 19 elec-
tion.

Ramos-Horta, 72, and
Guterres, 67, were resist-
ance figures during

Indonesia’s occupation of
East Timor. More than 76%
of the votes last month went
to resistance-era figures,
showing how much they
dominate politics after two

decades despite younger
voices emerging.

Polls closed at 3 pm and
vote-counting began at 1,200
polling centers across the
tiny country.

East Timor chooses Prez in
runoff amid political feud

Incumbent East Timorese President Francisco Guterres
shows his inked finger after casting his ballot in Dili, East
Timor on Tuesday.

Karbala Apr 19 (AFP):

Envisioned as a lush
fortress against worsening
desertification and sand
storms, the “green belt” of
Iraq’s Karbala stands as a
wilted failure. Sixteen years
after its inception, only a
fraction of the 76-kilometre
(47-mile) crescent-shaped
strip of greenery has mate-
rialised, though the years
proved a deep need for pro-
tection against mounting
environmental challenges.

Eucalyptus, olive groves
and date palms first took
root in 2006 as part of a plan
for tens of thousands of the
trees to form a green protec-
tive shield around the city
in central Iraq.

“We were very happy be-
cause the green belt would
be an effective bulwark
against dust,” said Hatif
Sabhan al-Khazali, a native

of Karbala — one of Iraq’s
Shiite holy cities that at-
tracts millions of pilgrims
every year.

Iraq’s host of environ-
mental problems, including
drought and desertification,
threaten access to water
and livelihoods across the
country.

But nowadays, the south-
ern axis of Karbala’s green

belt is only about 26 kilome-
tres long while the northern
axis of the 100-metre (328
feet) wide strip is even
shorter, at 22 kilometres.
Irrigation is sparse. No one
pulls out the weeds any-
more. Branches of the
stunted olive trees sway be-
tween date palms — symbol-
ic of Iraq — that struggle to
grow. “The construction

was stopped,” said Nasser
al-Khazali, a former mem-
ber of the Karbala provin-
cial council.

He blamed “lack of inter-
est from the central govern-
ment and local authorities,”
saying: “The funding didn’t
follow.”

According to him, only
nine billion dinars ($6 mil-
lion) was spent on the
northern axis, out of the
originally planned 16 billion
dinars. “Negligence” is how
Hatif Sabhan al-Khazali ex-
plains the fate of the green
belt project.

It’s a frequent refrain —
along with “financial mis-
management” — on the lips
of many Iraqis and was a
driving factor behind near-
nationwide protests against
graft, crumbling public
services and unemploy-
ment that shook the coun-
try in 2019.

Iraqi green belt neglected in faltering climate fight

View of a palm and olive grove in the green belt area of Karbala.

Bogota, Apr 19 (AP):

Colombian presidential
front-runner Gustavo
Petro pledged that he will
not expropriate private
property if he wins the
nation’s presidency this
year as critics in the
South American country
accuse the leftist candi-
date of wanting to make
radical changes to the
country’s economy.

Petro made the elec-
toral promise in a public
notary in Bogota, where
he signed a document that
said that ‘nothing or no-
body will be expropriated’
if he becomes president.
In the document, Petro
said he was obliged to
make the unusual pledge,
because his campaign has
been tarnished by ‘lies

and fear mongering.’
‘The campaign for pro-

found and true change in
Colombia is being at-
tacked constantly with ru-
mors and misinforma-
tion,’ the document read.
‘With clarity, I affirm that
my proposal to transform
this country is not based
on, or includes any kind
of expropriation.’

As the presidential race
in Colombia enters its

final month, Petro’s oppo-
nents have accused him of
wanting to implement
economic policies similar
to those of Hugo Chavez.
The former Venezuelan
president nationalized
dozens of industries,
eroded the independence
of his country’s central
bank and imposed ex-
change controls as he
vastly increased the gov-
ernment’s role in the
economy. In recent years,
almost two million
Venezuelans have fled to
Colombia to escape their
country’s economic trou-
bles — including hyperin-
flation and the lowest
wages in South America
— which makes compar-
isons to Venezuela rele-
vant among many voters
in Colombia.

Colombian candidate says he
won’t nationalize property

New York, Apr 19 (PTI):

In commemoration of
India’s 75 years of independ-
ence, the Indian Consulate
here in collaboration with a
city-based cultural organi-
sation and a children’s mu-
seum commenced a week-
long celebration involving a
plethora of activities, in-
cluding traditional paint-
ings, music and storytelling,
that honour the history of
India’s people, culture and
achievements.

The Consulate General of
India in New York, The
Culture Tree and the
Children’s Museum of
Manhattan (CMOM) kicked-
off the special activities and
interactive programming

that aim to celebrate the di-
versity of India and its peo-
ple through dance, music,
literature, puppetry, drama,
food and art, The Culture
Tree said in a statement.

We are extremely excited
to bring a celebration on
India to all the children and
their families in New York.
We are committed to cele-
brating freedom, culture
and achievements of India
in all these years, said
Consul General Randhir
Jaiswal while launching the
India@75 in New York, a
worldwide celebration com-
memorating the 75th an-
niversary of India’s inde-
pendence.

He lauded the partner-
ship with the Children’s

Museum and The Culture
Tree to celebrate India in
this milestone year.

Anu Sehgal, founder and
President of The Culture
Tree that provides South
Asian-themed classes and
programmes, said that
through these events, we
can offer cross-cultural ex-
posure that can help shape
knowledgeable, open-mind-
ed and respectful individu-
als, while also offering ways
in which children and fami-
lies from the diaspora can
connect with and celebrate
their heritage. Emphasising
that children learn about
themselves by learning
about others, Director,
Public Programmes &
Curator of Contemporary

Art at CMOM David Rios
said that: programmes like
India at 75’ and our many
other celebrations give fami-
lies wonderful opportunities
to both share their cultural
practices and learn about
those enjoyed by their
friends and neighbours. The
various activities, that will
run through April 24, in-
clude fabric prints and tex-
tile design in the traditional
symbols, colours, and fab-
rics of India, eco-friendly ar-
chitecture, art creation in-
spired by Warli painting
using crayons, markers, and
chalk with guest artist
Kavita Rajput sharing tips
for making art inspired by
Warli painting, story-telling
and puppet shows.

Week-long activities to celebrate
India@75 launched in US

Athens, Apr 19 (AFP):

As a group of senior
Greek coastguard officers
sat down for a routine
video call last June, the
meeting opened with femi-
cide jokes.

“I told my wife, you bet-
ter behave or I’m getting a
pilot’s licence. She froze!”
sniggered one officer in a
video leaked this month by
a local news portal after a
Greek helicopter pilot
murdered his wife last
May.

“That’s the way to teach
them, my friend,” replied
another participant.

“Didn’t all little girls
want to marry pilots when
they were young?”
laughed a third officer.

The men were mocking
the murder of 20-year-old
Briton Caroline Crouch by
her Greek husband, Babis

Anagnostopoulos, as she
slept.

For over a month, he
tried to present it as a
botched burglary before
confessing to the crime
that sparked outrage in
Greece.

Crouch’s killing was one
of dozens of similar cases
in Greece in recent years,
including the gruesome
rape and killing of
American scientist
Suzanne Eaton on the is-
land of Crete in 2019.

On average, Greece
records 11 femicides per
year, deputy minister for
gender equality, Maria
Syrengela, told parliament
in January. She added that
a special hotline for abuse
complaints had received
nearly 7,000 calls last year.

A belated #MeToo awak-
ening in Greece has shed
more light on abuse of

women in the country.
But Greek activists say

the conservative country
has yet to fully dismantle
traditional, patriarchal at-
titudes that lead to vio-
lence against women,
while many have called for
a separate crime charge
for femicide.

Macho culture has deep
roots in Greece, say
Eleftheria Koumandou
and Eleonora Orfanidou,
co-hosts of an award-win-
ning daily show on Athens
9,84 city radio that regular-
ly addresses social issues
including misogyny and
homophobia. “A young girl
(growing up) in Greece
has centuries of tradition
to deal with,” Orfanidou
told AFP. “Greek educa-
tion, the church and jus-
tice are conservative insti-
tutions built on the patri-
archal model,” she adds.

Greek women confront macho culture fuelling femicides

Gustavo Petro
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Charismatic
As Russia keeps pounding
Ukraine, palpably the world has
entered a more dangerous
phase. The mayhem unleashed
in Ukraine has transformed the
landscape of European security,
which is sure to have its reper-
cussions far and wide. What
started as a smart game of
diplomatic subterfuge by
Vladimir Putin has now turned
into an urban siege. Regardless
of the Russian leader achieving
his desire or not on the battle-
field, it will result in him losing
his image significantly at the
global level, and his success is
likely to yield very little strategic
gain for Russia. Meanwhile,
Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelensky has won the hearts of
the people the world over for his
perseverance and tenacity
amidst the raging war. Not only
has he emerged as a charismat-
ic leader at a time of national
crisis, but he has also galvanized
a large part of the world in his
support. With his speeches and
social media posts challenging
Russia, Zelensky has ignited a
renewed sense of nationalism
amongst Ukrainians that will
make Russia find it difficult to
forcefully occupy or place a pli-
ant government in Kyiv.

RRaannggaannaatthhaann,,  vviiaa  eemmaaiill

Wheat Export
Due to present scenario prevail-
ing in the world due to the war in
Ukraine India had got bulk orders
to export wheat to various and
recently from Egypt. Those were
the days when PM Lal Bahadur
Shastri had to make a call to
observe fast for a day just to save
the foodgrain whereas at present
India is world’s No 2 producer of
the staple. India is the only major
global supplier of wheat at this
point, thanks to massive surplus
stocks at home. The rally in glob-
al prices and a record slump in
the Indian rupee against the dol-
lar also make wheat shipments
attractive to Indian sellers.
Wheat stocks at government
warehouses total 28.27 million
tonnes against a target of 13.8
million tonnes. With another bin-
bursting harvest kicking in from
April, granaries will overflow
from May and June. But econo-
mists say maintaining such a
large, unproductive inventory of
wheat unnecessarily strains
stretched state finances, and the
monoculture also saps the soil of
nutrients.  Also, of late India has
been able to dispel concerns
about the quality of its wheat as
Indian scientists have introduced
many high-protein varieties suit-
able for pasta and pizza dough.
Union Commerce and Industry
Minister Piyush Goyal gave infor-
mation about getting approval to
export wheat to Egypt by tweet-
ing. He tweeted that Indian farm-
ers are feeding the world. Egypt
has approved India as a wheat
supplier. With the world in
search of a reliable alternative
source of sustainable food sup-
ply, the Modi government has
come forward. He further wrote
that our farmers kept the stocks
full and we are ready to serve the
world.

YYaasshh  PP  RRaallhhaann,,  JJaallaannddhhaarr

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

WHAT THEY TWEET!

rraatthhiinn@@EEmmeerrggiinnggRRooyy
I have spent a lot of career
energy establishing weak
theoretical underpinnings
of mainstream macro and

consequent damage to
economies worldwide. But

I’ve always said MMT
belongs in the loony bin.

My fear has come to pass:
A loony demagogue picks it
up and destroys a country.

MMiicchhaaeell@@aapppplleettoonn
Everyone has their preferences, and
no doubt the IPL is the greatest form

of world cricket for many fans. It’s
brought more people into the game
and is quite the spectacle. But my

greatest in world cricket is Test
cricket, almost 150 long years and

seldom so competitive as now.

KKuunnddaann@@KKuunn__SSrriivvaassttaavv
India will sorely need this revivalist
movement years from now when we

realise how we have relentlessly
destroyed our classical architecture,
for uniform glass & cement match-

boxes. High density can be built with
Indian-suited & Indian-derived archi-

tectures too. If we want to...

ssaalliill@@ttrriippaatthhii
I don’t claim to write his-
tory, nor am I a historian,
merely a jolly good fellow.

So yours was a characteris-
tic wide  ball, and since I
play by test cricket rules,
I’ll let it go for four byes,
and not attempt an IPL-

style shot - not worth it. I
play the long game.

bbhhoooosshhaann@@ddooccbbhhoooosshhaann
Sun owns the road till evening.

SSaaddaannaanndd@@ddhhuummee
The sad truth: denial is popular.

Many Indians would rather believe
that India miraculously dodged the
Covid bullet than accept that it lost
millions of lives, in part from negli-
gence. How do you expect honesty

from politicians when people
reward them for dishonesty?

I
n present day politics of India, politicians find it
more convenient to dole out freebies to citizens

rather than reform economy with structural change like
employment for all along with universal basic income
scheme and wealth tax. Several states are spending high
amounts on populist schemes like farm loan waivers
with the GST compensation from the Centre ending in
June, they need to re-prioritise expenditure in accor-
dance with the revenue receipts. In some instances, the
Goods and Services Tax (GST) revenue from the Centre
forms over a fifth of a state’s tax revenue, while they
have been found to be spending on “economically unsus-
tainable” freebies, the report at SBI said. It can be noted
that some states have been demanding an extension of
the GST compensation scheme introduced at the time of
the rollout of the indirect tax regime in 2017 for five
more years. Meanwhile, the report said that the fiscal
situation of states has been a collateral casualty of the
pandemic, as per an analysis of 18 state budgets, which
indicates that the average fiscal deficit as a percentage
of gross state domestic product (GSDP) has been revised
by an upward 0.50 percent to over 4 percent in FY22.
This month, Prime Minister Narendra Modi held a long
meeting with secretaries of the central government
and, among the many concerns raised at the meeting,
the most oft-highlighted one was the poor health of state
finances. Officials told the PM that some Indian states
could go down the same path as Sri Lanka if they did
not discontinue the freebies announced during election
campaigns and manage their finances better. Sri Lanka
is currently facing its worst economic crisis in history.
The public has had to suffer long queues for fuel, cook-
ing gas and essentials, and long hours of power cuts, for
weeks now. After the Fourteenth Finance Commission,
states got a lot more flexibility in spending on develop-
mental activities, but most of their spending went into
populist schemes with slow growth in revenues. A cur-
sory glance at the data on state finances from the
Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG) shows that for
some states, interest payments have grown faster than
revenues in the last five years, creating a debt trap and
making their debt unsustainable. In a report in
November, the Reserve Bank of India (RBI), while re-
viewing states’ budgets, highlighted that the debt-to-
GSDP ratio for 18 states and union territories has grown
to 31.2 percent from 22.6 percent in the last 10 years, end-
ing September 2021. The Fiscal Responsibility and
Budget Management (FRBM) committee headed by for-
mer revenue secretary NK Singh had mandated states to
achieve a debt-to-GSDP ratio of 20 percent by the finan-
cial year 2022-23. The RBI report also said that market
borrowing, which forms the largest component of the
total outstanding debt of states and union territories,
reached 63.6 percent of their GDP by March 2022.
Market borrowing is the loan that governments,
whether central or state, raise by issuing market securi-
ties such as bonds. About a decade or more after it be-
came obvious that gross domestic product calculations
by many states are not even estimates, but aspirations,
the practice shows no signs of easing off. Statistical au-
thorities have got so reconciled to the divergence that
the Central Statistics Office (CSO) produces an internal
document, ‘comparable state domestic product’ for use
by key government agencies. In pandemic-hit FY21,
when the CSO calculated the economy had shrunk by 1.4
percent at current price. Such policies will continue, un-
less employment generation picks up. Indian states are
facing situation of demographic disaster amid climate
change and are forced to rely on freebies as policy.

Fiscal situation

S
tirring up controversy, a Lingayat seer has alleged
that mutts (monasteries) are equally affected due

to rampant corruption prevailing in Karnataka as they
too pay a commission of 30 percent to get the sanc-
tioned grants released for them. Reacting to the state-
ments, Karnataka Chief Minister Basavaraj Bommai
said his government considers the seer’s allegations
“very seriously”. The accusation comes close on the
heels of BJP leader KS Eshwarappa resigning from his
ministerial position after a contractor allegedly died by
suicide in a hotel room in Udupi on 12 April. The allega-
tions come on the heels of an alleged bitcoin scam, that
has already created trouble for the Bommai govern-
ment. The commission culture of corruption in
Karnataka has been bane of India’s silicon valley state.
Last year, India watched in awe as Anti-Corruption
Bureau (ACB) sleuths pulled cash out of a PVC pipe in
the house of a junior engineer in the Public Works
Department in Kalaburagi. People remember fabled
‘contractor-politician’ nexus. But now people are fed up.
As an example, a project costs Rs 100. If a contractor
pays Rs 40, he is left with just Rs 60. That explains why
public infrastructure projects, in many cases, have
quality issues. A minimum of 5 percent is paid to min-
isters before approval of tender and issue of work
order, 5 percent to local elected representatives for
building projects and 10 percent for road works, 25-30
percent to elected representatives before the work be-
gins and another 5-6 percent after completion of works
to obtain the Letter of Credit (LOC) for their bills to be
cleared. The irregularities begin at the time of tender
itself. The most conventional corruption mechanism is
to predetermine the winner of a tender bid. Even
though the lowest bidder has to get the project, the gov-
ernment tweaks rules to accommodate contractors se-
lected by the powers that be even before the tender
process. Another ploy is to convert projects into pack-
ages, clubbing multiple components and escalating the
cost of the project. This means that only bigger contrac-
tors who can afford bigger kickbacks bag the projects.
Also, while bigger contractors get bills cleared even be-
fore they complete the projects, the smaller ones have to
wait 2-3 years. This system eliminates opportunities for
local contractors. People realise that irrespective of po-
litical party in power, they cannot escape commission
culture. Now, Aam Admi Party sees opportunity in
Karnataka.

Commission culture
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A worker hoisted on a cherry picker does maintenance work on a tower at Mandai reservoir in Singapore.

EE  ach time you drag a new item
of clothing into a virtual shop-

ping basket, you may be supporting
an industry responsible for 10 per-
cent of global CO2 emissions, not to
mention widespread social harm.
Fast fashion, the industry trend
which whisks the latest catwalk
designs into stores by way of pollut-
ing factories and sweat shops, is
incompatible with the changes
needed across all sectors to avert
environmental breakdown. So, what
can you do about it?

Before we get into that, though,
Just Stop Oil protesters have
blocked fuel terminals across the UK
in an effort to force the government
to heed expert advice and halt new
oil and gas extraction. You can read
more on the changing nature of cli-
mate activism in a recent issue of
Imagine here.

To really understand how fast
fashion hurts the planet, it helps to
follow the course a single garment
takes. Mark Sumner, a lecturer in
sustainability at the University of
Leeds, charted the journey of a t-
shirt from the field to your
wardrobe. He reported that ‘it takes
one-and-a-half Olympic swimming
pools of water to grow one tonne of
cotton’, and this is often in regions
plagued by drought where farmers
may only have ‘10 to 20 litres of
water a day for washing, cleaning
and cooking’.

‘But the negative impacts only
begin with growing the fibres,’
Sumner says. Spinning and knitting
the cotton into fabric generates 394
million tonnes of CO2 per year, he
estimates. Adding colour to that

fabric uses yet more fresh water,
which is often washed into water-
ways untreated afterwards, harmful
chemicals and tiny fibres included.

‘In Cambodia, for example, where
clothing comprises 88 percent of
industrial manufacturing, the fash-
ion industry is responsible for 60
percent of water pollution,’ Sumner
says. The dyed fabric is washed,
dried and prepared for garment
making. The whole energy-intensive
process costs about 2.6kg of CO2
per t-shirt, ‘the equivalent of driving
14km in a standard passenger car,’
according to Sumner. As you’ve
probably guessed, the environmen-
tal calamity doesn’t end there.

‘Over the past 15 years, clothing
production has doubled while the
length of time we actually wear
these clothes has fallen by nearly 40
percent,’ say Samantha Sharpe,
Monique Retamal and Taylor
Brydges, researchers at University
of Technology Sydney’s Institute for
Sustainable Futures in Australia.
Their recommendation for people
concerned about the fashion indus-
try’s ballooning climate impact is
simple:

‘It would mean each of us cutting
how many new clothes we buy by as
much as 75 percent, buying clothes
designed to last, and recycling
clothes at the end of their lifetime.’

It’s no secret that the fashion
industry takes a toll on the environ-
ment. Take cotton as an example.
Although it’s a textile used in many
clothing items, it’s also the most
pesticide-intensive crop in the
world, and its production seriously
degrades soil quality. What’s more,
it’s an extremely thirsty crop,
requiring about 20,000 litters of
water for an output of one kilogram
(2.2 pounds), the equivalent of just
one T-shirt and one pair of jeans.
‘Alternative’ synthetic fabrics, like
polyester, also wreak havoc on our
planet. Both coal and petroleum are
key ingredients in this fabric, and its
production requires massive
amounts of energy. And since poly-
ester fibres aren’t natural, they
don’t break down. This means that

items made from polyester will sit in
our landfills for hundreds of years.

And for clothing manufacturers
and retailers. ‘It would mean tack-
ling low incomes for the people who
make the clothes, as well as support
measures for workers who could
lose jobs during a transition to a
more sustainable industry,’ they say.

Urgent action is needed to head
off what the team call ‘ultra-fast
fashion’, which is responsible for
‘releasing unprecedented volumes
of new clothes into the market’. It’s
also leaning on some of the most
exploited workers worldwide, in
countries such as Myanmar,
Cambodia, Bangladesh and Vietnam
where garment manufacturing pres-
ents an extreme risk of modern slav-
ery. The concept of slow fashion
borrows heavily from the Slow Food
Movement. Founded by Carlo Petrini
in Italy in 1986, Slow Food links
pleasure and food with awareness
and responsibility. It defends biodi-
versity in our food supply by oppos-
ing the standardisation of taste,
defends the need for consumer
information and protects cultural
identities tied to food. It has
spawned a wealth of other slow
movements. Slow Cities, for exam-
ple, design with slow values but
within the context of a town or city
and a commitment to improve its
citizens’ quality of life.

Sharpe, Retamal and Brydges
propose a movement towards ‘slow
fashion’ as the remedy, buying sec-
ond-hand or renting clothes, priori-
tising clothing quality and classic
styles over fleeting trends and reviv-
ing long-lost skills like mending and
sewing.

Amber Martin-Woodhead, an
assistant professor of human geog-
raphy at Coventry University, has
another recommendation for people
eager to embrace slow fashion:
shrink your wardrobe. During
March, she took part in The Great
Fashion Fast, launched by UK chari-
ty Tearfund. ‘To take part, you
choose ten main items of clothing
(with some exceptions such as
sportswear, underwear and uni-

forms) and wear only these ten
items for the whole month,’ Martin-
Woodhead says. ‘I’ve previously
taken part in UK campaign group
Labour Behind the Label’s Six Items
Challenge, where you only wear six
items over six weeks. As the
research suggests, I found it really
helped me realise just how few
clothes I need.’

If you’d like to do something sim-
ilar, you might find Martin-
Woodhead’s tips useful. These
include picking ‘a few matching
colours so that everything goes
together’, ‘picking different items
that can make lots of different out-
fits’ and choosing ‘versatile items
that can be layered and worn in dif-
ferent ways’, like a jumper that can
also be worn as a cardigan.

Fast fashion trades sustainability,
clothing quality, and fair working
conditions for a low price tag.
Although slow-fashion brands typi-
cally sell their items at higher price
points, the cost reflects the higher
quality of the item, the factory that
it was made in, and the farm that
the textile’s crops came from. This
not only combats waste within the
industry, but it allows consumers to
wear their clothes with peace of
mind.

Your reward for doing all this may
be more than a sense of satisfaction.
According to new research by Louise
and Martin Grimmer, experts in
marketing at the University of
Tasmania, shopping second-hand
may mean you’re more stylish.

‘In our study, we found the higher
people rate on style-consciousness’
essentially, how passionate they
were about expressing themselves
through their clothes and develop-
ing a personal style ‘the more likely
they are to shop second hand. In
fact, style-consciousness was a big-
ger predictor of second-hand shop-
ping than being frugal or ecological-
ly-conscious.’ Dressing well and
looking good needn’t cost the Earth,
it seems.

((JJaacckk  MMaarrlleeyy  wwrriitteess  oonn  eennvviirroonn--
mmeenntt  aanndd  eenneerrggyy  iissssuueess  iinn  UUKK..))

Need for ‘slow fashion’ to save planet Earth with style

VViikkrraamm@@ww__kkaarrvvee
It depends on person to person.
Most persons do get along with

friends with different views.
Sometimes - even husband and

wife don’t agree with each other on
many issues - but they remain

friends. Among friends - disagree-
ments may be temporary - and may

not break old friendships.

RESERVIOR TOWER

JACK MARLEY
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BRIEF

CEO

New Delhi: Procter &
Gamble on Tuesday
announced the ap-
pointment of LV
Vaidyanathan as the
Chief Executive
Officer for its opera-
tions in India from
July 1, 2022.
Vaidyanathan will
take over from
Madhusudan
Gopalan, who will be
taking up a leadership
role within P&G.

Board
New Delhi: Startup
electric vehicles (EV)
maker Etrio
Automobiles Pvt Ltd
on Tuesday said an
automotive industry
veteran, Prabhakar
Kadapa, has joined its
board of directors.
Kadapa served most
recently as the CEO &
Managing Director
(MD) at PSA AVTEC
Powertrain Pvt Ltd, a
joint venture between
PSA Groupe, France
and CK Birla Group,
besides being the CEO
& MD at AVTEC Ltd,
which is a leading
powertrain and com-
ponents manufactur-
er, the company said
in a statement.

Induct

New Delhi: Dabur
India Ltd on Tuesday
said it plans to induct
a fleet of 100 electric
vehicles (EVs) in its
supply chain for last-
mile product distribu-
tion in the next 12
months. CEO Mohit
Malhotra said the first
batch of new EVs has
been inducted into
fleet in North India.

Incorporated
New Delhi: More
than 1.67 lakh compa-
nies were incorporat-
ed in the country in
the last financial year
compared to 1.55 lakh
new companies regis-
tered in the year-ago
period, according to
the Ministry of
Corporate Affairs
(MCA). the ministry
said the increase is
significant consider-
ing that number of
companies incorpo-
rated during the fi-
nancial year 2020-21
was the highest in any
of the previous years.

RGM

New Delhi: Cathay
Pacific has appointed
Rakesh Raicar as the
airline's new regional
general manager
(RGM) for south Asia,
middle-east and Africa.
Based in Mumbai,
Raicar would be respon-
sible for the growth of
the airline's business
and operations in the
said regions.

Washington, Apr 19 (PTI):

Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman on
Tuesday made a strong
case for regulating
cryprocurrencies at a
global level to mitigate the
risk of money laundering
and terror funding.

Participating at a high-
level panel discussion or-
ganised by the IMF, the
Finance Minister said that
as long as the non-govern-
mental activity of the
crypto assets was through
unhosted wallets, the regu-
lation was going to be very
difficult. However, she
said, cross border pay-
ments between countries
will become very effective
through Central Bank-
driven digital currencies.

"The risk which worries
me more on the non-gov-

ernmental domain is es-
sentially you're looking at
unhosted wallets across
the borders, across the
globe... So, regulation can-
not be done by a single
country within its terrain
through some effective
method and for doing it
across the borders, tech-
nology doesn't have a solu-
tion which will be accept-
able to various sovereigns

at the same time applica-
ble within each of the ter-
ritory," she said.

The risks involved will
have to be differentially
approached, because for
each user case, the risks
can also be different, de-
pending on the economy,
she said during a panel
discussion on the topic
'Money at a Crossroad:
Public or Private Digital

Money?' Citing an exam-
ple, Sitharaman said appli-
cation of regulation and
risk involved for Nigeria
would be different from a
tourism or investment
rich Bahamas.

Stressing that regula-
tion using technology will
have to be so adept and
nimble that it should not
be behind the curve. It has
to be ahead and this is not
possible if any one coun-
try thinks that it can han-
dle it, she said.

Pointing out that unless
there's going to be a global
approach at regulating
and understanding of the
technology on cryptocur-
rencies there is a risk of
money laundering.

"I harp on that very
much because I think the
biggest risk for all coun-
tries across the board will
be on the money launder-
ing aspect, and also on the
aspect of currency being
used for financing terror,"
she said.

Sitharaman for regulating
crypto at global level 

̈ To check money
laundering, terror
funding

Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman and IMF MD 
K Georgieva in Washington DC.

New Delhi, Apr 19 (PTI):

The legislation amending the
laws governing chartered
accountants, cost accountants
and company secretaries has
received the assent of
President Ram Nath Kovind.
The bill, which provides for
substantial changes and
ensures more transparency
with respect to the functioning
of the apex institutes of the
three professions, was cleared
by Parliament on April 5.
The Chartered Accountants,
the Cost and Works
Accountants and the Company
Secretaries (Amendment) Act,
2022, has received the
President's assent, according
to a notification.
It has amended the Chartered
Accountants Act, 1949, the
Cost and Works Accountants
Act, 1959, and the Company
Secretaries Act, 1980.
"This (bill) is with the inten-
tion of making the three insti-
tutions a lot more transparent
in their disciplinary matters,
and raise the quality of the
disciplinary processes.
"Above all, I think this would

also facilitate India to be able
to support institutions and
firms which can be encour-
aged by the council to create
something (completely of
India origin) similar to the Big
Four, which we periodically
talk about," Finance and
Corporate Affairs Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman said in
the Rajya Sabha on April 5.
The three institutes -- Institute
of Chartered Accountants of
India (ICAI), Institute of Cost
Accountants of India (formerly
known as ICWAI) and Institute
of Company Secretaries of
India (ICSI) -- will continue to
have the authority for qualify-
ing and licensing people and
regulation of their conduct as
was done before, she had said.

Bill amending accounting
professionals laws

receives Prez’s assent

New Delhi, Apr 19 (PTI):

A group of ministers,
tasked by the Goods and
Services Tax Council to
look into rate rationalia-
tion, hasn't taken a view
on the issue yet, an official
source said.

The seven-member GoM
(Group of Ministers),
which is led by Karnataka
chief minister Basavaraj S
Bommai and includes fi-
nance ministers from
West Bengal, Kerala Goa,
Bihar, Uttar Pradesh and
Rajasthan as members, is
likely to meet early next
month.

The group hasn't taken
up a proposal to raise the
lowest or threshold slab
under GST to 8 per cent
from 5 per cent, said the
source who wished not to
be identified.

Any recommendation of

the panel would be placed
before the GST Council,
headed by Union finance
minister Nirmala
Sitharaman and including
representatives of all
states and Union
Territories, for a final deci-
sion.

No dates for the GST
Council meeting have so
far been announced but it
is likely to meet in the sec-
ond half of May.

With the inflation rate
spiking in recent months,
policymakers will take a
hard look at any change in
GST rates lest it fuels price
rise, the source said.

Ministers’ panel yet to take
view on rate rationalisation

New Delhi, Apr 19 (PTI):

State-owned fuel retail-
ers IOC, BPCL and HPCL
may suffer marketing loss-
es in January-March 2022
quarter for holding petrol
and diesel prices despite a
rise in cost but robust core
refining margins and
windfall inventory gains
should mitigate the poten-
tial losses in near term,
Fitch Ratings said Tuesday.

The three fuel retailers
kept petrol and diesel
prices unchanged for a
record 137-days between
November 2021 and March
2022 despite a nearly USD
27 per barrel rise in crude
oil prices. The three com-
panies raised the rates by
Rs 10 per litre over 16 days
beginning March 22 before
again hitting a pause but-
ton. "Gasoline (petrol) and
gasoil (diesel) retail prices

in India, and consequently
the marketing margins of
the oil-marketing compa-
nies (OMCs), should re-
main aligned with the
movement in crude oil
prices over the long term,
notwithstanding sporadic
periods of constant retail
prices amidst heightened
volatility in oil prices,"
Fitch said in a note.

The correlation of retail
fuel prices with the 15-day
rolling average of crude oil
prices (reference prices)
has remained high at 93

per cent since the onset of
the COVID-19 pandemic in
January 2020. The correla-
tion excludes the impact on
retail prices from changes
in excise duties, and in-
cludes periods when the
OMCs did not pass through
the movement in oil prices
immediately to consumers,
it said. "The OMCs benefit-
ted from strong marketing
margins during times of
low oil prices (March-June
2020), and endured margin
pressure during high oil
prices (November 2021-
March 2022) as they tried to
keep fuel prices afford-
able," it said.

However, November
2021-March 2022 was the
longest retail price freeze
despite the reference crude
oil prices increasing by
nearly USD 27 per barrel
(or Rs 13 per litre) during
the period.

Refinery margins, inventory gains
to offset losses on petrol, diesel

New Delhi, Apr 19 (PTI):

The country's largest
coal producer and supplier
CIL on Tuesday said it has
upped its supplies by 14.2
per cent to coal-based elec-
tricity generating plants
in the first half of the cur-
rent month, but soaring
power demand due to hot-
ter-than-normal summer
seems to have dwarfed the
upsurge in supplies.

Coal India (CIL) said
that it is coordinating with
the ministries of coal,
power and railways to
build up stocks at power
plants in a synergic effort,
in the wake of a decline in
coal stocks at power
plants.

"Amid the spiraling

power generation, CIL
raised its supplies to ther-
mal power stations by 14.2
per cent during the first
half of April'22 compared
to the same period last
April," the maharatna
company said.

CIL's supplies have hit
1.6 million tonnes (MT)
per day during this period,
against 1.43 MT in the sim-
ilar period of April FY'21.

The PSU had ramped up
its production to 26.4 MT
during the first half of
April, registering Y-o-Y
growth of 27 per cent.

"The company is head-
ing for its highest April

production ever. Output
expansion in volume
terms was 5.7 MT," it said.

The company's supplies
are on the up so far. The
pressure would ease if the
imported coal-based
power plants meet their
requisite imports set for
the year, it added.

To tide over the intense
demand, CIL has made
available additional 8.75
MT of coal to state and
central gencos for lifting
through rail-cum-road
(RCR) mode, till May 31. Of
this, 3.25 MT is the unlifted
quantity of the earlier
round of RCR offer and 5.5
MT is the new offer.

However, the escalating
power demand driven up
by the post pandemic eco-
nomic buoyancy and hot-
ter-than-normal summer
seem to dwarf the upsurge
in supplies, the PSU said.

CIL raises coal supply to power units
̈ Coordinating with 

Govt to build up stocks

New Delhi, Apr 19 (PTI):

India's oilmeals exports
declined 36 per cent to
23.73 lakh tonnes in the
last fiscal, while in value
terms the shipments were
down 37 per cent to Rs
5,600 crore on lower sale of
soyabean meal in the over-
seas markets, according to
industry data.

Solvent Extractors'
Association of India (SEA)
said in a statement that
the export of oilmeals at
2,42,043 tonnes fell 25 per
cent in March, 2022 com-
pared to 3,22,850 tonnes in
March 2021.

The overall export of
oilmeals during the last
fiscal stood at 23,73,744
tonnes compared to

36,89,483 tonnes in the
2020-21 financial year.

In term of value,
oilmeals exports fell to Rs
5,600 crore in 2021-22 from
Rs 8,866 crore in the previ-
ous year.

The exports declined in
the last fiscal due to lesser
overseas shipment of soy-
bean meal, which plunged
to 3,72,740 tonnes in the
2021-22 fiscal from a whop-
ping 15,64,833 tonnes a
year ago.

India’s oilmeals exports
fall 37% to Rs 5,600 crore

New Delhi, Apr 19 (PTI):

Majority of the corpo-
rates are willing to pay pre-
mium to take green certi-
fied buildings on lease as
sustainability has become
an important consideration
along with location and
rental, according to proper-
ty consultant JLL.

In its report 'Sustainable
real estate: India's response
to a greener future', the con-
sultant said that sustain-
ability has gone main-
stream and real estate is at
the core of it. "9 in 10 re-
spondents in India believe
the link between CRE (cor-
porate real estate) and sus-
tainability is a board-level
agenda. 7 in 10 occupiers
(tenants) surveyed have car-
bon emission targets as part

of their corporate sustain-
ability strategy," it said.

The consultant said that
the demand for green build-
ings could outstrip the sup-
ply and 7 out of 10 are will-
ing to pay premium to lease
green certified buildings.

"With its contribution of
nearly 40 per cent of all
Green House gas emissions,
real estate is seeking to
transform itself into a more
responsible asset class," the
report said. A clear consen-

sus has emerged that envi-
ronmental impact can po-
tentially have an adverse ef-
fect on businesses in the
long run.

"Sustainability now fea-
tures among the top 3 con-
siderations for occupiers
during site selection along-
side location and rentals," it
said. As per the report, JLL
said that 87 per cent of occu-
piers in the pan-India sur-
vey and 78 per cent of the
investors have accepted that
climate risk poses a finan-
cial risk.

"87 per cent of those sur-
veyed say the link between
CRE and sustainability is a
board-level agenda, and 81
per cent say that real estate
is a game-changer in achiev-
ing the sustainability agen-
da," the consultant said.

Majority of tenants ready to pay higher
rent to lease green buildings

Bangkok, Apr 19 (AP):

Shares were mostly
higher in Asia on
Tuesday after China's
central bank moved to
provide more support for
its slowing economy. Oil
prices fell back, while US
futures advanced, sug-
gesting investor senti-
ment remains resilient
despite worries over the
risks of recession as
prices push sharply high-
er while economies are
still recovering from the
impact of the pandemic.
Hong Kong's Hang Seng
index declined 2.2 per
cent to 21,058.78, weighed
down by worries over
Chinese property devel-
opers and regulatory
crackdowns on technolo-
gy companies.

Singapore, Apr 19 (PTI):

A UK-Singapore joint
venture is set to introduce
engineered timber, or
Laminated Veneer Lumber
(LVL), for housing projects
in India and other South
Asian countries in an ambi-
tious bid to substitute wood
for conventional building
materials like steel and con-
crete and help scale up low-
carbon construction, an in-
dustry expert said on
Tuesday.

A team of designers and
engineers working with lo-
cally-sourced timber will be
located in Chennai in the
coming months, said Kevin
Hill, Managing Director of
timber design and con-
struction company
Venturer Pte Ltd, a partner-
ship with Singapore's Woh
Hup Construction Group.

The Chennai Engineered
Timber prefabrication hub
is in the formation process,
said Hill, a founder of
Singapore-based Double
Helix Tracking
Technologies, which was
awarded British Chamber
of Commerce
Entrepreneur of the Year in
2009 for their approach of
using scientific methods to
secure timber supply
chains, and promote the
legal trade in timber.

UK-Singapore JV to introduce
engineered timber

̈ For housing in India

Kevin Hill

New Delhi, Apr 19 (PTI):

Demand for two-wheel-
ers continues to be weak
while that for passenger
and commercial vehicles
remains robust as com-
pared with last year, a sur-
vey on automobile dealer-
ships by ratings agency
Icra has revealed.

Automobile dealership
industry has been witness-
ing several headwinds in
the recent past, including
subdued demand for two-
wheelers (2W), supply con-
straints impacting growth
of passenger vehicle (PV)
sales, and high base effect
limiting the growth in
tractors segment.

To assess the on-ground
sentiments of the automo-

bile dealers and to under-
stand the current demand
and supply trends for vari-
ous segments, Icra said it
has conducted a survey of
22 dealers dealing in PVs,
2Ws, commercial vehicles
(CVs), and tractors spread
across rural, semi-urban
and metro areas.

"The survey indicated
recovering demand in se-
lect segments. 80 per cent
of two-wheeler dealer re-
spondents indicated that
demand remains weaker
than last year.

Extended work and edu-
cation-from-home has im-
pacted scooters demand,
whereas undistributed
rainfall affected demand
for rural-centric motorcy-
cles," it stated.

However, retail demand
for passenger vehicles re-
mains healthy and the de-
mand for commercial ve-
hicles has also been im-
proving after two years of
downturn, Icra noted.

Around 53 per cent of
the respondents indicated
that demand in PV and CV
segments is better as com-
pared to the previous year,
the study revealed.

Icra noted that the auto-
mobile industry has been
grappling with supply con-
straints as semiconductor
shortage has impacted ve-
hicle production.

Owing to the supply side
constraints, PV segment
was the most affected as
demand exceeded the sup-
ply.

Two-wheeler demand remains
weak compared with last year

Mumbai, Apr 19 (PTI):

Gold prices on Tuesday
rose by Rs 26 to Rs 53,298
per 10 grams in futures
trade as speculators creat-
ed fresh positions on a
firm spot demand.

On the Multi
Commodity Exchange,
gold contracts for June de-
livery traded higher by Rs
26 or 0.05 per cent at Rs
53,298 per 10 grams in a
business turnover of
17,734 lots.

Fresh positions built up
by participants led to the
rise in gold prices, ana-
lysts said.

Globally, gold was trad-
ing 0.31 per cent lower at
USD 1,980.30 per ounce in
New York. Silver prices on
Tuesday rose by Rs 48 to

Rs 70,747 per kg in futures
trade as participants
widened their bets on a
firm spot demand.

On the Multi
Commodity Exchange, sil-
ver contracts for July de-
livery gained Rs 48 or 0.07
per cent to Rs 70,747 per kg
in 1,656 lots.

Analysts said the rise in
silver prices was mainly
due to fresh positions built
up by participants on a
positive domestic trend.

Globally, silver was trad-
ing 0.40 per cent lower at
USD 26.13 per ounce in
New York. Zinc prices on
Tuesday fell by 1.07 per
cent to Rs 377.60 per kg in
futures trade as specula-
tors reduced their expo-
sure taking negative cues
from spot market.

Gold futures gain Rs 26 to
Rs 53,298 per 10 gm at MCX

Mumbai, Apr 19 (PTI):

Stating that Sri Lanka
accounts for just 64 bps of
India's Exim trade that
crossed USD 1 trillion in FY22,
a rating agency report said
the deepening economic cri-
sis in the island nation has no
material impact on domestic
companies.
The island nation has been on
the boil since March with
depleted forex reserves that
led to Colombo announcing a
sovereign default on all its
external debt of USD 44 bil-
lion last week.
The crisis is so bad that its
schools are shut for want of
notebooks and ink, newspa-
pers stopped publishing for
want of newsprints and there
is food, fuel and power
rationing in the Indian Ocean
nation that has been heavily
dependent on tourism but
was singed by the Easter
bombings by Islamic militants
in 2019 and then the pandem-
ic.
On top of it, the Sri Lankan
rupee, which was valued at
195 to a US dollar before the
crisis, depreciated sharply
and is currently trading
around 325 per dollar.

No impact of Lankan
crisis as it is just 

64 bps of trade

Asian shares mostly
gain as China boosts
support for economy



‘Kangana Ranaut soon to
start a political journey’

A
renowned numerologist J. P. Tolani's recent calculations
predicted that Kangana Ranaut may step into Indian poli-
tics in the first half of 2023. Kangana Ranaut, a movie ac-

tress, is usually making the headlines for her views about the
country's state of affairs. Kangana's opinions on the socio-politi-
cal issues are on top of some of the most sensational reports.
There have been plenty of speculations regarding her joining the

politics. She shared that she has no aversion to joining a political
party as long as the people would appreciate her. Amidst the specu-

lations, the famous numerologist J. P. Tolani has predicted her entry
into politics as well as the year and the month she would be most like-

ly to do it. For over 20 years, numerologist J. P. Tolani has been making
accurate predictions and has shared, according to his latest estimates,

that 2023 would be a year to witness Kangana's political debut.
Astrological knowledge is treasured, and numerologists have a special

place in Indian culture. Numerology is based on the calculations of radix
and bhagyank to make predictions. According to Mr. Tolani, the investigation

into the Kangana's relevant numbers revealed that it's about time for her politi-
cal future. Looking at Kangana's social or

political activities in the recent past, it is
safe to say that Mr. Tolani s forecasts could be

accurate. Kangana has always been unwa-
vering and resolute about her views,

whether the brawl with Twitter or her con-
tentious feedback on rising intolerance in
India. If Mr. Tolani's predictions come true,
soon Kangana would be seen on the banners of
political parties with her lofty slogans in 2023.

A
ctress Rupali
Ganguli shares her
experience of work-

ing with 'Baa Bahoo Aur
Baby' fame Sarita Joshi in
'Anupmaa: Namaste
America'. Sarita will be
seen playing the role of
Moti Baa in the show.

Sharing her experience
of working with Sarita
Joshi, Rupali said:
"Saritaji has been a legend
in theatre and it's truly a
blessing to have an oppor-
tunity to work with her in
full swing. I have previous-
ly worked with her in a
show."

"She inspires me and I
admire her work. I
am thrilled to
show our view-
ers the amaz-
ing chem-
istry be-

tween mine and Sarita Ji's
character. Her character
Moti Baa plays a pivotal
role in forming
Anupamaa's early life as
an aspiring dancer and I
hope viewers like our jodi
and scenes together," she
added. 'Anupama:
Namaste America' will
have the TV cast reprising
their roles. Sudhanshu
Pandey as Anupama's
husband Vanraj along
with Alpana Buch,
Arvind Vaidya, Paras
Kalnwat, Ashish
Mehrotra and Ekta Sariya
reprising the roles of Baa,
Bapuji, Samar, Toshi and
Dolly, respectively. The

11-episode prelude to
the TV series will be
streaming from
April 25 on
Disney+ Hotstar.

Prabhu Deva choreographs
song for Vadivelu in 
‘Naai Sekar Returns’ 

I
t is now official! Dance cho-
reographer-actor-director
Prabhu Deva has choreo-

graphed a song for comedian
Vadivelu in his comeback film,
'Naai Sekar Returns'.

Lyca Productions, the firm
producing the film, took to
Twitter to confirm rumours
about the two stars working to-
gether again.

Lyca said, "Excited to an-
nounce Prabhu Deva master
has choreographed a song for
'Naai Sekar Returns'. Witness
our Vaigai Puyal Vadivelu's
'thaaru maaru' moves again..."

On Sunday, Prabhu Deva
had posted a video clip of him-
self with the popular Tamil co-
median Vadivelu on Twitter. In
the clip, Vadivelu was seen
singing the song in a funny
fashion even as Prabhu Deva

looked on.
The clip, which went viral,

put a smile on scores of fans of
Tamil cinema and triggered
rumours of Prabhu Deva
choreographing a song for
Vadivelu in the film which is
being directed by Suraaj.

The news has thrilled fans of
Vadivelu and Prabhu Deva as
the two have been a formidable
combo when it comes to deliv-
ering humour in Tamil cine-
ma.

The two have worked togeth-
er in several Tamil films like
'Manadhai Thirudi Vittaai',
'Kadhalan', 'Villu', 'Mr Romeo'
and 'Engal Anna' and all of
them feature hilarious se-
quences. Now, fans are thrilled
that Prabhu Deva is choreo-
graphing a song for Vadivelu's
comeback film.

S
tar Bharat has always
been ready to serve its
viewers something new be

it fiction shows or non-fiction
shows. The audience has always
loved the unique concept of these
shows. Star Bharat is back again
with a new fiction show 'Gud Se
Meetha Ishq' where the lead actress
will be seen as a tourist guide who will
beat the stereotypes inherent in this
male dominated society. Actress
Pankhuri Awasthi has been roped in for
this important role, who has played many
such strong characters before. Some key ex-
cerpts from the exclusive conversation with ac-
tress Pankhuri Awasthi about her character:

1. You have played many challenging char-
acters before, so what was so special about the
character of Kaju, that made you choose it?

The upcoming show 'Gud Se Meetha Ishq' on Star
Bharat has the audience excited to see something new
and different about the show's love story. I feel that I
had to showcase my versatility as I  faced a lot of chal-
lenges throughout my career. The first thing that draws me
towards any character is what message it conveys through
its role, and this role of mine as Kaju is a very challenging in
which I, being a girl had to  defy all the stereotypes of the
male-dominated society and sternly live up to establish my
own identity as a tour guide and also plays a character that
I have never portrayed before. This character also encour-
ages other girls to not give up on their dreams and to pursue them
instead. I also believe that I’ve accepted the challenge very sport-
ingly and with enthusiasm.

2. How does it feel to play a female tourist guide for the first
time?

I feel completely elated while playing the role of a
female tour guide which is quite bizarre/ unusual  and
different that drove me immensely towards it as I’ve
never played anything similar before.

3. What kind of special preparation have you done for
your character?  Like have taken inspiration from a par-
ticular character or learned the dialect there?

As I prepared for the character kaju, I feel that I had to
specifically prepare myself to inculcate the exact dic-
tion of the ‘Pahari’ tone in order to deliver the di-
alogues fluently. To watch actress Pankhuri
Awasthi in the new and lead role, watch
'Gud Se Meetha Ishq' ,Monday to Friday at
7:30 pm on STAR Bharat.

S
h r u t i
H a a s a n
took to

Instagram on
Tuesday morning
to announce that she
is back on the sets of
'Mega 154' which is billed

as a mass entertainer.
Posing in her gym attire,

Shruti is seen all masked
up, as she poses for a picture
with the update on the film.

'Mega 154' is an upcoming
Telugu film directed by
Bobby and produced by
Naveen Yerneni and Y Ravi
Shankar. It stars Chiranjeevi
in the lead role. Shruti
Haasan will be seen opposite
Chiranjeevi for the first
time. Fans are excited

about how the pair would
create their chemistry
on screen.

The film features
music by 'Rockstar'

Devi Sri Prasad, who
has worked with

Chiranjeevi on several
chartbuster albums.

Shruti was last seen in
'Krack' starring Ravi

Teja. She will be seen op-
posite Balakrishna in

his upcoming movie di-
rected by Gopichand
Mallineni.

ACROSS

1. Ampersands

5. California valley

9. Fable's lesson

14. Tragic fate

15. Ran, as dye

16. Mistreat

17. Devoted

19. Highway curves

20. Slow-moving mammal

21. Southern veggie

23. Converse

24. English beverages

26. Different

28. Scattered

31. Oahu native, e.g.

35. At that time

36. Sunbathes

38. Manufacture cloth

39. Live

40. Discontinued

42. Inexperienced

43. Takes it easy

46. Not messy

47. Surrender

48. Climbing flower (2 wds.)

50. Deleted

52. Send a letter

53. Stumble

54. Boutique

57. Shredded

59. Likewise

63. Assisted

65. Unceasing

67. Sleep noise

68. Alleviate

69. ____ in a while

70. Wheat by-product

71. Large quantity

72. Rents out

DOWN

1. Says further

2. Christmas word

3. Extinct creature

4. Infatuated

5. Hoop gp.

6. Female singers

7. Quick look

8. Spoke to

9. Bombshell ____ West

10. Indecent

11. Hurry

12. Between continents

13. "____ we forget"

18. Enjoy gum

22. 100%

25. Starting bet

27. Lumberjack's tool

28. Leading actors
29. Hurled
30. ____ Witherspoon of "Just Like
Heaven"
31. Delhi's country
32. Challenges
33. Elude
34. Married again
37. Gazelles
41. Color changer
44. Type of paint
45. RR depot
47. ____ Hill (Congress locale)
49. Cherry seed
51. Carousel, e.g.
53. Brief
54. Fresh talk
55. Helpful suggestion
56. Bloodhound's clue
58. True
60. Song
61. Diplomacy
62. Bullring cries
64. Morning moisture
66. Church bench
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Are you having problems with the
lighting or heating in your home,
Aquarius? If so, you might not be
able to get a professional out today.
There could be problems in the
entire neighborhood. You might have
to get out the candles and flashlights
to get you through the evening. Don't
let this throw you. 

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

A friend or neighbor you need to contact
could be in and out all day, Pisces, and so
you could have trouble reaching him or
her. Phone or email probably won't work,
since your friend could be too busy to
check messages. The best way to make
contact might be to hop in the car and
drive to wherever they might be. Take the
side streets, however. 

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

This probably isn't a good day to do
work that concerns money, Aries. Your
mind may not be in the right space.
You could make errors that cause
problems. If possible, also avoid work-
ing on any kind of creative project,
since your mind might not be very
clear and you probably won't be happy
with the results. 

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

A lost object could have all the mem-
bers of your household going through
every room trying to find it, Taurus -
probably without success. Visitors
could pitch in as well and help with
the search. The item is probably in a
fairly large room that everybody uses,
probably among other objects. 

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

This could be a very busy day in your
community, Gemini. Some kind of
rally, protest, or other public gather-
ing might take place. If you attend,
you may not hear much because of
all the noise, and the event could
seem disorganized at best. It could
also render traffic impossible! If you
can, stay home today. 

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

A future course of action that you
may or may not take could depend on
information you might receive today,
Cancer. However, don't be surprised
if the information is vague and needs
to be clarified. On top of it all, you
might not be able to reach the person
who can clear it up for you! Hang in
there. 

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

Are you unhappy or uncertain about
your current profession, Leo? Are you
thinking of making a change? News
could reach you today of possible
avenues to explore, but you shouldn't
make any decision today. Your mind
isn't as objective as it should be to
think through everything. 

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Your natural psychic or intuitive abilities
could be short-circuited today, Virgo.
Interference from the minds of other
people could cloud issues, and this won't
do you any good. Your imaginative facul-
ties could be rather garbled as well. The
best possible advice would be to take the
day for your own needs. You can go back
to your usual routine tomorrow.

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

The atmosphere around you could
seem somewhat unreal today. If you
get a weird vibe from someone,
Libra, take everything this person
says with a grain of salt. He or she
has an agenda and isn't above dis-
torting the truth to achieve it. If what
they say doesn't affect you, don't
worry about it. 

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

Communication could take some extra
effort today, Scorpio. A business or roman-
tic partner could seem like they're keeping
things from you. You might get some
uneasy vibes and wonder if there's trouble
with your partnership. Don't be afraid to
ask. Your friend probably won't tell you
what the problem is, but will reassure you
that it has nothing to do with you. 

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

Messages from a distant state or for-
eign country, possibly through fax,
email, or website, might not be totally
accurate, Sagittarius. If any information
presented in this fashion sets off an
alarm bell in your head, be sure to do
some research on your own and check
out the facts. Don't accept any news at
face value today. 

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

Staying in touch with a love partner could be
difficult today, Capricorn, almost to the point
of causing a minor panic. Don't jump to any
unwarranted conclusions about possible
problems in the relationship. What's causing
the silence is probably beyond your friend's
control, and could well be related to sudden
and unexpected crises, or possibly something
as mundane as a computer breakdown. 

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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Shruti Haasan is
back on the sets

of ‘Mega 154’

‘My character
as a female tourist

guide is giving 
positive message’ 

Rupali Ganguli on sharing
screen with Sarita Joshi in

‘Anupmaa: Namaste America’ 
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Mumbai, Apr 19 (PTI):

Delhi Capitals will need
to put the COVID scare in
their camp behind when
they take on a hot and cold
Punjab Kings in the
Indian Premier League
here on Wednesday.

Australian all-rounder
Mitchell Marsh had to be
hospitalised after testing
positive for COVID, taking
the total count to four
cases in the Capitals'
camp.

However, the other
squad members returned
negative tests on Monday
and all IPL stakeholders
will be hoping it stays that
when another round of
testing is conducted on
Tuesday.

Warner, Prithvi Shaw
and skipper Pant headline
a powerful DC line up
against a Punjab unit that
boasts of Shikhar
Dhawan, in-form Liam
Livingstone and
Shahrukh Khan.

As both teams eye a re-
turn to winning ways, the
batting unit that does well
could be the difference.

Punjab could be bol-
stered by the return of
regular skipper Mayank
Agarwal, who missed the
game against Sunrisers
Hyderabad due to a toe in-

jury.
A flamboyant Dhawan

was in his elements
against Mumbai Indians,
but consistency has been
an issue for the senior
opener.

The south-paw, who
failed against SRH, will be
looking to give the side a
solid start along with
Mayank, who too would be
eager to take the varied
Delhi bowling attack to
cleaners.

The Punjab middle-
order will need to take

greater responsibility and
find substantial runs.

Jitesh Sharma has al-
ready shown that he can
become a good finisher.
However, save for
Livingstone, who made a
brisk 33-ball 60, others fal-
tered against SRH and the
team management would
expect more from them.

But the task for Dhawan
and company won't be an
easy one as they would
face the in-form Kuldeep
Yadav, who has taken 11
wickets so far. Axar Patel

anbd pacer Shardul
Thakur, who has four
wickets, can also pose
questions to them along
with speedster Khaleel
Ahmed.

However, Muztafizur
Rahman, who leaked 48
runs against RCB, needs to
redeem himself.

The Punjab bowlers led
by Kagiso Rabada have
fared well. But the likes of
Vaibhav Arora, Arshdeep
Singh along with Rahul
Chahar, who has nine
wickets, would need to be

on the money.
Also equally crucial will

be the role of pace-bowling
all-rounder Odean Smith,
who has not been at his
best so far in the IPL.

Punjab have three wins
and as many losses from
six games.

Meanwhile, this has
been a mixed season for
Delhi. The Pant-led side
hasn't looked too threaten-
ing and two wins from five
games isn't a testimony to
their skills. The role of
Warner and Shaw will be
extremely crucial.

Warner heads into the
game on the back of a 38-
ball 66 against RCB and
has provided the team
with flamboyance at the
top. Ditto for Shaw, who
after back-to-back fifties,
had a failure in the last
game. The Capitals man-
agement would be hoping
that the two fire in unison.

For Delhi, a lot will also
rest on how Pant per-
forms. He looked in his ele-
ment when he made a 17-
ball 34 against RCB, but a
real big knock is yet to
come.

Now in absence of
Marsh, they would need to
suitably find a number
three and Mandeep Singh
or Sarfaraz Khan could be
an option.

Battle of power hitters as COVID-hit
Delhi Capitals clash with Punjab Kings

Mumbai, Apr 19 (PTI):

Rajasthan Royals bowl-
ing coach Lasith Malinga
said Yuzvendra Chahal
showed why leg-spinners
are considered as match-
winners in the IPL with a
brilliant 17th over in
which he recorded the
first hat-trick of the sea-
son.

Chahal (5/40 in 4 overs)
removed Venkatesh Iyer
off his first delivery in the
17th over and then
Shreyas Iyer, Shivam
Mavi and Pat Cummins
off the fourth, fifth and
sixth balls to completely
turn the match on its head
and hand RR a close
seven-run win over
Kolkata Knight Riders on
Monday night.

This was after Jos
Buttler's 61-ball 103, his
second ton of the season,
helped Royals scored an
imposing 217 for five.

"Chahal has more inter-
national experience. He is
the most experience leg-
spinner in the country

and in this tournament.
He showed how to control
the skill. That's more im-
portant for him going for-
ward to prove he is good
enough to play any com-
petitive cricket," Malinga
said at the post-match
press conference.

"Leg-spinners have
more wicket taking op-
tions and he showed today
how he can get wickets
and changed the game in a
single over. I think he
showed all the leg-spin-
ners that they are the
match-winning bowlers in
this competition."

KKR head coach
Brendon McCullum said it

was a good game of crick-
et but Chahal and Buttler
simply took away the
match from his side.

"You can't allow good
players like Chahal to
enter the game when
there's pressure on. We
played a good game but
just made a couple of silly
mistakes.

"But that's what hap-
pens sometimes. Jos
Buttler got a hundred on
their side, Yuzi Chahal got
a five-for including a hat-
trick and we lost by seven
runs, so we played a good
game but ran second,"
McCullum said.

"With four overs to go,
we were in the driver's
seat but then some silly
mistakes and not being
able to handle pressure as
well as we should have
cost us the game."

With six points from
seven games, KKR are cur-
rently placed sixth in the
points table and the Kiwi
said they need stick to-
gether as a unit and keep
pushing one another.

Brisbane, Apr 19 (AP):

Ash Barty has signed on
to play in an international
golf exhibition just weeks
after retiring from tennis
while ranked No. 1 in the
world.

The 25-year-old
Australian has been in-
cluded in Ernie Els' Rest of
the World team for the
Icons Series event at
Liberty National Golf
Club in Jersey City, New
Jersey, on June 30 and July
1. Barty decided to quit
tennis last month. She
won the Australian Open
in January for her third
Grand Slam singles cham-

pionship after titles at
Wimbledon last year and
the French Open in 2019.

She has reportedly low-
ered her golf handicap to 4
and is continuing a versa-
tile approach to sports,
which included her briefly
pursuing a professional
cricket career in 2015 dur-
ing a nearly two-year sab-
batical from tennis.

Icon Series organizers
said Barty will be joined
by the likes of Pep
Guardiola and Harry
Kane in the 10-hole team
match play competition
against Fred Couples' U.S.
team, which includes
Michael Phelps, Oscar De

La Hoya and Ben
Roethlisberger.

Barty, who is engaged to
Garry Kissick, a trainee
golf professional in
Australia, recently won
the ladies' competition at
her home club
Brookwater, near
Brisbane.

Karrie Webb, who has 41
wins on the LPGA Tour,
played a round with Barty
in 2019 and said the tennis
star had the talent to play
golf at a high level.

I could tell if she puts
some time into it she will
be a great player, Webb
told the Australian
Associated Press.

Boston, Apr 19 (AP):

Reigning Olympic cham-
pion Peres Jepchirchir
capped the celebration of a
half-century of women in
the Boston Marathon with
a finish to top them all.

The 28-year-old Kenyan
won a see-saw sprint down
the stretch on Monday,
when the world's oldest and
most prestigious annual
marathon returned to its
traditional spring start for
the first time since the
onset of the coronavirus
pandemic.

On the 50th anniversary
of the first official women's
race, Jepchirchir traded
places with Ethiopia's
Ababel Yeshaneh eight
times in the final mile be-
fore pulling ahead for good
on Boylston Street and fin-
ishing in 2 hours, 21 min-
utes, 1 second.

"I was feeling she was
strong. I pushed it," said
Jepchirchir, who earned
USD 150,000 and the tradi-
tional gilded olive wreath to
go with her Olympic gold
medal and 2021 New York
City Marathon title.

"I fell behind. But I didn't
lose hope."

Evans Chebet completed
the Kenyan sweep, break-
ing away from Gabriel Geay
with about four miles to go
to finish in 2:06:51 for his
first major marathon victo-
ry. The 2019 winner

Lawrence Cherono was sec-
ond, 30 seconds back, de-
fending champion Benson
Kipruto was third, and
Geay fell back to fourth.

Daniel Romanchuk of
Champaign, Illinois, won

his second career wheel-
chair title in 1:26:58.
Switzerland's Manuela
Schar won her second
straight Boston crown and
fourth overall, finishing in
1:41:08.

Olympic champ Jepchirchir wins
50th women’s Boston Marathon

Peres Jepchirchir of Kenya and Evans Chebet of Kenya pose for a
portrait with a trophy after placing first in the professional
women's and men's division during the 126th Boston Marathon  in
Boston, Massachusetts. 

Barty swings back into
action, trades tennis for golf

New Delhi, Apr 19 (PTI):

The Indian men's na-
tional football team head
coach Igor Stimac on
Tuesday named 41 proba-
bles for a preparatory
camp ahead of its AFC
Asian Cup Final Round
qualifiers in June.

The players and the sup-
port staff will assemble in
Bellary on April 23 and
will start training from
the next day till May 8.

The team will then move
to Kolkata to continue
with the camp till the qual-
ifiers. According to a re-
lease issued by the All
India Football Federation
(AIFF), the players from
Mumbai City FC and ATK
Mohun Bagan will join the
camp after their respective
club commitments.

India have been drawn
alongside Hong Kong,
Afghanistan, and
Cambodia in Group D of
the AFC Asian Cup China
2023 final round qualifiers.

The leg which will kick-
off on June 8 will be
played at the Vivekananda
Yuba Bharati Krirangan
in Kolkata. India play
their first match against
Cambodia on June 8.

Stimac names 41 probables
for camp ahead of Asian Cup

2023 final round qualifiers

Goalkeepers: Gurpreet Singh
Sandhu, Amrinder Singh,
Prabhshukhan Gill, Mohammad
Nawaz, TP Rehenesh.
Defenders: Pritam Kotal,
Ashutosh Mehta, Asish Rai,
Hormipam Ruivah, Rahul Bheke,
Sandesh Jhingan, Narender
Gahlot, Chinglensana Singh,
Anwar Ali, Subhashish Bose,
Akash Mishra, Roshan Singh,
Harmanjot Singh Khabra.
Midfielders: Udanta Singh,
Vikram Partap Singh, Anirudh
Thapa, Pronay Halder, Jeakson
Singh, Glan Martins, VP Suhair,
Lalengmawia, Sahal Abdul
Samad, Yasir Mohammad,
Lallianzuala Chhangte, Suresh
Singh, Brandon Fernandes,
Ritwik Kumar Das, Lalthathanga
Khawlhring, Rahul KP, Liston
Colaco, Bipin Singh, Ashique
Kuruniyan.
Forwards: Manvir Singh, Sunil
Chhetri, Rahim Ali, Ishan
Pandita.

List of 41 probables:

Mumbai, Apr 19 (PTI):

Rajasthan Royals' spin
ace Yuzvendra Chahal
said his unique celebra-
tion after taking the hat-
trick against Kolkata
Knight Riders was based
on a meme during the 2019
World Cup.

Chahal picked up the
wickets of Shreyas Iyer,
Shivam Mavi and Pat
Cummins off successive
deliveries to become the
19th player to take a IPL
hat-trick.

Immediately after dis-
missing Cummins to com-
plete the feat, Chahal ran
across the turf before com-
ing up with a pose to re-

semble the meme mocking
him during the World Cup
three years ago.

The meme, which be-
came quite popular on so-
cial media showed the
spinner lying down on the
turf as he waited with the
drinks near the boundary.

'The celebration was
based on the meme during
the 2019 World Cup. In the
2019 World Cup when I did-
n't play a game and was
lying near the boundary,'
Chahal said after the
match.

Chahal is enjoying a
dream season for the
Royals in IPL 2022, with 17
wickets in six games at an
average of 10.

Meme Inspires Yuzi’s
Hat-trick Celebration

As soon as Yuzvendra Chahal took Pat Cummins's wicket to complete
his hat-trick, he decided to celebrate by lounging on the field.

Mumbai, Apr 19 (PTI):

Impressed with the way
Dinesh Karthik is making his
bat talk in this year's IPL, the
legendary Sunil Gavaskar
reckons that the veteran keep-
er-batter can play the role of a
finisher for the Indian team in
the T20 World Cup later this
year. Karthik has been hitting
the ball fluently for his new
franchise Royal Challengers
Bangalore this season.
The former Kolkata Knight
Riders skipper has produced
effective knocks of 32, 14, 44,
7, 34 and 66 with an astonish-
ing strike-rate of 209.57. By
remaining unbeaten in five of
the six innings, he is averaging
197.00. "He said he wants to
be a part of the Indian Team
for the T20 World Cup. So
what I am saying is don't look
at his age, just look at what
he's producing," Gavaskar told
Star Sports.

Karthik can play
finisher’s role for
India in T20 World

Cup: Gavaskar

Chahal showed why leg-spinners are considered
match-winners in IPL, says Malinga

Barcelona, Apr 19:

Barcelona's faint hopes
of catching LaLiga leaders
Real Madrid suffered a
huge blow as they slipped
to a shock 1-0 home defeat
by relegation-threatened
Cadiz on Monday.

Real's last-gasp victory
at Sevilla on Sunday ex-
tended their advantage
over Barca in second to 15
points, but Xavi
Hernandez's in-form side
were expected to close the
gap by beating Cadiz at the
Camp Nou.

The hosts never really
got going, however, in front
of a disgruntled crowd and
Cadiz had the better first-
half openings with Lucas
Perez missing a glorious
opportunity to break the
deadlock.

Cadiz kept coming after
the interval and Perez
scored in the 48th minute
before the visitors wasted
further big chances to ex-
tend their advantage - Alex

Fernandez slotting wide
when it looked easier to
score. Barca piled on the
pressure but lacked that
killer pass as they slipped

to a first defeat in 16
LaLiga matches stretching
back to December. They re-
mained on 60 points from
31 games, 15 behind Real

who have one hand on the
trophy. "We had the
chances, more than
enough to take the three
points, but we have to rise

from this and think about
the next games," Xavi said.

"We have to change our
form as soon as possible.
We have got back into the
Champions League places
but we have to keep going.

"It's a very bad week for
us and we need to change
the dynamic as soon as
possible."

Aside from their shock
Europa League exit at
home to Eintracht
Frankfurt last week, Barca
have enjoyed a revival
under Xavi in recent
months to climb back into
the title race.

Not only had they gone
16 matches unbeaten in the
league, they had won their
previous seven LaLiga
games in a row, scoring 22
goals in the process. Other
than Ousmane Dembele's
shot, they did not look like
scoring in the opening pe-
riod, with Cadiz, looking
for their first-ever win in
the Nou Camp, much the
better side.

Barca stunned by Cadiz

Cadiz's Spanish forward Lucas Perez (3rdR) celebrates with teammates after scoring a goal 
during the Spanish League football match between FC Barcelona and Cadiz CF at the Camp Nou
stadium in Barcelona.
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New Delhi, Apr 19 (PTI):

BJP MP from North
West Delhi Hans Raj Hans,
in whose constituency vio-
lence took place during a
Hanuman Jayanti proces-
sion recently, on Tuesday
said the clashes were an ef-
fort to “spoil the image” of
the country and that of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi before British pre-
mier Boris Johnson, who
is scheduled to visit India
this week.

Hans, along with Delhi
BJP president Adesh
Gupta and Leader of
Opposition in the
Assembly Ramvir Singh
Bidhuri, met
Commissioner of Police
Rakesh Asthana regarding
the investigation into the
communal clashes at
Jahangirpuri in northwest
Delhi. “The prime minis-
ter of Britain is coming (to
India), so some insiders as
well as some outsiders
tried to spoil the image of
the country and that of the

prime minister. The prime
minister is continuously
trying to make India the
number one country in the

world. He has become an
international personality,”
Hans said at a press brief-
ing. Such people who want

to spoil the image of the
country pose a threat to
peace and harmony, he
said, adding that they will
not be spared this time.

At the meeting with
Asthana, the BJP leaders
lauded the role of the po-
lice in controlling the
Jahangirpuri violence and
demanded strict action
against the culprits.

Gupta said they urged
the police commissioner to
probe whether the main
accused in the case is an
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
activist as also to look into
the illegal businesses and
criminal antecedents of all
the accused.

Clashes broke out be-
tween two communities
during a Hanuman
Jayanti procession at
Jahangirpuri on Saturday,
leaving eight police per-
sonnel and a local resident
injured. According to po-
lice, there was stone-pelt-
ing and arson during the
clashes and some vehicles
were also torched.

‘Jahangirpuri violence effort to 
tarnish image of country, PM Modi’

A policeman interacts with residents in the violence-hit
Jahangirpuri area, in New Delhi, Tuesday.

Lucknow, Apr 19 (PTI): 

Amid incidents of vio-
lence during festivals in
some states, Uttar Pradesh
Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath has directed
that no religious proces-
sion should be taken out
without permission and
that usage of loudspeakers
should not inconvenience
others.

With Eid festival and
Akshaya Tritiya likely to
fall on the same day next
month and many other fes-
tivals lined up in the com-
ing days, Adityanath said
the police needs to be extra
cautious. During the
course of a review meet-
ing on law and order with
senior officials here on

Monday, he said everyone
has the freedom to follow
his method of worship ac-
cording to his religious
ideology. “Although mics
can be used, make sure the
sound does not come out of
any premises. Other peo-
ple should not face any
problem,” he said, adding
that no permission should
be given to install loud-
speakers at new sites.

“No religious proces-
sion should be taken out
without due permission.
Before giving permission,
an affidavit should be
taken from the organiser
regarding maintenance of
peace and harmony.

“Permission should be
given to only those reli-
gious processions, which
are traditional. New pro-
grammes should not be
given unnecessary per-
mission,” Adityanath
added.

‘No religious procession in UP to be taken out without permission’

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath at the 
distribution of the approval letter for the lease of land for
the rehabilitation of 63 Hindu Bengali families displaced

from East Pakistan, at Lok Bhawan in Lucknow.

Bhopal, Apr 19 (PTI):

Oranges grown in
Madhya Pradesh’s
Chhindwara district will
now have a distinct identi-
ty of their own from the
ones produced in Nagpur
in neighbouring
Maharashtra, and will be
called Satpuda orange
under the “one district one
produce” scheme of the
government, an official
said on Tuesday.

The authorities have
also created a QR code for
the fruit, which will reveal
all the information about
the variety, the moment
someone scans the code,
he said. Very few people
know that a major chunk
of Nagpur’s orange is
sourced from Chhindwara
district. It has played a

major role in getting
Nagpur the tag of Orange
City, the official from the
public relation depart-
ment said.

Under the one-district-
one-produce scheme, or-
anges grown in
Chhindwara will be
known as Satpuda orange ,
she said.

Oranges grown in
Chhindwara have a thin
cover, and are sweet and
juicy. Because of its dis-
tinct qualities, cultivators
were directly selling the
fruit to multi-national
companies, the official
said.

Oranges are grown in
Chhindwara district’s
Pandhurna, Saunsar,
Bicchua and other devel-
opment blocks in an area
of 25,000 hectares.

Chhindwara’s oranges get
new identity, named Satpuda

KKoollkkaattaa,,  AApprr  1199  ((PPTTII))::

A West Bengal government-
appointed special investigation
team (SIT) on Tuesday submit-
ted a progress report on its
investigation into the alleged
murder of student leader Anis
Khan to the Calcutta High Court.
Submitting the report in a
sealed cover before the court of
Justice Rajasekhar Mantha, the
state government’s lawyer told
it that the investigation was
nearing completion. Taking the
82-page report on record, the
court directed that the matter
will be taken up for hearing
again on Monday. Adjourning
the matter till April 18, the court
had on March 14 said that it
expects the investigation will be
completed in the meantime.

Since Justice Mantha did not
preside on Monday, the report
was submitted on Tuesday
before his court. Khan died on
February 19 in his residence at
Amta in Howrah district. His
father has alleged that he was
murdered by men wearing khaki
and civic volunteer uniform. The
SIT had arrested a home guard
and a civic volunteer in connec-
tion with the death of Khan and
they are in judicial custody.
Justice Mantha had said that an
extension of time to complete
the probe will not be considered
except for reasons beyond the
control of the investigating
agency. Justice Mantha, taking
up a petition by the deceased’s
father Salem Khan, along with a
suo motu petition initiated by
the court into the death, had on

February 24 said it is expected
that no stone will be left
unturned in course of such
investigation. Alleging that
Khan was murdered, senior
advocate Bikash Bhattacharya
had claimed before the court
that he had been brutally
assaulted by four people, of
whom one was in police uniform
and the other three in civic vol-
unteer dress, and thrown over
from the third floor of his home
on the night of February 19.
Khan’s family members have
been demanding a CBI investi-
gation into his death. Claiming
that the killing of Anis Khan, a
social activist, was a “premedi-
tated murder”, Bhattacharya
had prayed before the court that
an independent investigation be
ordered into it.

Anis Khan death case: SIT submits
probe progress report to Cal HC

New Delhi, Apr 19 (PTI):

The Government is
bound by the assurance
given by the then deputy
Prime Minister L K
Advani to the Portugal
government that the
maximum sentence
handed out to gangster
Abu Salem will not ex-
ceed 25 years, the Union
home secretary has told
the Supreme Court.

In an affidavit filed in
pursuance to the apex
court’s April 12 order,
Union Home Secretary
Ajay Kumar Bhalla said
the assurance would
come into effect once the
period of 25 years ex-
pires on November 10,
2030. “It is respectfully
submitted that the
Government of India is

bound by the assurance
dated December 17, 2002.
The period of 25 years,
which is mentioned in
the assurance, will be
abided by the Union of
India at an appropriate
time subject to the reme-
dies which may be avail-
able, the affidavit said.

The home secretary
submitted that Salem’s
contention about non-
compliance of assurance
is premature and based
on hypothetical surmises
and can never be raised
in present proceedings.

He also stated in his af-
fidavit that judiciary is
independent in deciding
all cases including crimi-
nal cases in accordance
with the applicable laws
without in any way being
bound by any position

taken by the executive.
The matter is listed for
hearing before a bench of
Justices S K Kaul and M
M Sundresh on April 21.

The top court had earli-
er asked the Centre to
make its stand clear on
the issue.

It had said that the
stand on the commitment
made by the Union of
India would have wide
ramifications the next
time the country wants
to bring back any fugi-
tive. The top court had
said that it is not satis-
fied with the affidavit
filed by the Central
Bureau of Investigation
(CBI) which said that the
assurance given by India
to Portugal on the maxi-
mum sentence during the
extradition of Salem, a

convict in the 1993
Mumbai serial blast case,
is not binding on Indian
courts. On February 2,
the top court had sought
a response from the
Centre on a plea filed by
Salem, serving life im-
prisonment for his role
in the 1993 Mumbai seri-
al blasts case, contending
that his imprisonment
cannot extend beyond 25
years as per the terms of
the extradition treaty be-
tween India and
Portugal.

It had granted four
weeks to the Centre to re-
spond on a plea by Salem
claiming that the 2017
judgement of TADA
court sentencing him to
life imprisonment was
against the terms of the
extradition treaty.

Govt of India bound by assurance given
to Portugal on Abu Salem: Centre

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  AApprr  1199  ((PPTTII))::

The insurance scheme for
healthcare workers engaged in
COVID-19 related duties has
been extended further for a
period of 180 days from
Tuesday, and 1,905 claims have
been settled under it so far, the
Government said on Tuesday.
The Union Health Ministry said
it has been decided to extend
the policy to provide a safety
net to dependents of health
workers who are deputed to
take care of COVID-19 patients.
Since the launch of the
‘Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan
Package (PMGKP): insurance
scheme for healthcare workers
fighting COVID-19 on March
30, 2020, 1,905 claims of health
workers who died while being
deployed on COVID-19 related
duties have been settled, the

ministry said. The PMGKP was
launched to provide compre-
hensive personal accident
cover of Rs 50 Lakh to 22.12
lakh healthcare providers
including community health
workers and private health
workers who may have been in
direct contact and care of
COVID-19 patients and may be
at a risk of being impacted by
it. On account of the unprece-
dented situation, private hospi-
tal staff, retired, volunteers,
local urban bodies, contract,
daily wage, ad-hoc, outsourced
staff requisitioned by states,
central hospitals, autonomous
hospitals of central, states,
UTs, AIIMS and Institute of
National Importance (INI)/hos-
pitals of Central Ministries
specifically drafted for care of
COVID-19 patients are also
covered under the PMGKP.

Insurance scheme for healthcare
workers on Covid duty extended

Mumbai, Apr 19 (PTI):

A magistrate court in
Mumbai rejected the clo-
sure report filed by the po-
lice in a rape case against
T-Series company’s man-
aging director Bhushan
Kumar, son of music
baron the late Gulshan
Kumar, and held that vari-
ous legal aspects have
been compromised during
the investigation.

Noting that the com-
plainant woman has mis-
used provisions of law
that are meant for the
needy litigants by support-
ing the final report (B-
summary), the court di-
rected the police to probe
the matter as per the law
and the zonal DCP to mon-
itor the investigation. A “B
summary” report is filed

when the police classify
the case as maliciously
false or when there is no
evidence or a prima facie
case against the accused
after investigation.

Metropolitan magistrate
RR Khan had rejected the
summary report earlier
this month and the de-
tailed order was made
available on Monday.

The woman, after re-
ceiving the B summary no-
tice, filed an affidavit be-
fore the court, stating that
she is an actress and had
made allegations against
Bhushan Kumar due to
circumstantial misunder-
standing , and is with-
drawing them. She had
given her no objection to
the approval of the B-sum-
mary. As far as the victim
is concerned, she has set

the criminal law into mo-
tion and after some time
she is having no griev-
ances for acceptance of
the final report. Her con-
duct furnishes an assur-
ance that she has misused
the provisions of law that
are meant for needy liti-
gants. For her personal
gain and advantages, she
has crossed every limit
which all women are fol-
lowing for decades, the
court noted.

The judge also came
down heavily on Kumar
and a witness for filing in-
tervention pleas into the
matter.

The magistrate said that
both of them have no locus
to appear and intervene in
the matter and have
crossed all limits by filing
such pleas.

Court rejects closure report by police
in rape case against Bhushan Kumar

Colombo, Apr 19 (PTI):

Sri Lanka’s embattled
Prime Minister Mahinda
Rajapaksa on Tuesday
proposed to restore the
19th amendment to the
Constitution to curb pres-
idential powers and em-
power Parliament as
protests intensified in the
island nation against his
government over its han-
dling of the economy.
Addressing parliament
on the first day after the
traditional Sinhala and
Tamil New Year, Prime
Minister Rajapaksa said
it is important that a solu-
tion to the multiple crises
is found on a solid eco-
nomic, political and so-
cial foundation. I believe a

constitutional change
must take place. As a
start, I believe implement-
ing the 19th Amendment
with necessary and time-
ly changes is the best
short term solution for
the current situation in
the country, said Premier
Rajapaksa. It is my belief
that 19A has to be revived
with certain amendments
as a short term solution,”
he told the House. The
19A adopted in 2015
pruned presidential pow-
ers by empowering
Parliament above the ex-
ecutive president.
However, the 19A was
scrapped after his brother
Gotabaya Rajapaksa won
the November 2019 presi-
dential election. With the

blessings of the presi-
dent, we must walk to-
wards broader constitu-
tional reform in the fu-
ture, said the prime min-
ister. Speaker Mahinda
Yapa Abeywardana told
the House that a special
meeting was held yester-
day to arrive at short and
long term solutions from
within parliament to ad-
dress the current political
crisis. A number of party
leaders called for the
drafting of a new
Constitution as a long
term measure and the
strengthening of
Parliament by bringing in
the twenty-first amend-
ment to the Constitution
as a short term mecha-
nism, Abeywardana said.

Lanka PM Mahinda Rajapaksa proposes to curb
presidential powers amid anti-govt protests

New Delhi, Apr 19 (PTI):

President Ram Nath
Kovind has given his as-
sent to the Criminal
Procedure (Identification)
Bill, which empowers po-
lice to obtain physical and
biological samples of con-
victs and those accused of
crimes.

The Act, which replaces
the Identification of
Prisoners Act, 1920, was
passed by Lok Sabha on
April 4 and Rajya Sabha
on April 6.

“The following Act of
Parliament received the
assent of the President on
the 18th April, 2022 and is
hereby published for gen-
eral information:- The
Criminal Procedure

(Identification) Act, 2022
No.11 of 2022,” a gazette
notification issued by the
government said.

Apart from providing
legal sanction to police to
obtain physical and biolog-
ical samples of convicts
and detainees for investi-
gation in criminal mat-
ters, the legislation also
empowers a magistrate to
order measurements or
photographs of a person
to be taken to aid the inves-
tigation of an offence.

In case of acquittal or
discharge of the person,
all material must be de-
stroyed.

The Act explained the
types of data that may be
collected, people from
whom such data may be

collected and the authority
that can authorise such
collection.

It also provides for the
data to be stored in a cen-
tral database.

Both the 1920 Act and
the 2022 legislation clari-
fied that resistance or re-
fusal to give data will be
considered as an offence of
obstructing a public ser-
vant from doing his duty.

While participating in
the debate on the legisla-
tion in Rajya Sabha, Union
Home Minister Amit Shah
had said the biometric
data of political detainees
would not be collected and
the proposed law would ex-
clude brain mapping and
polygraph test from its
ambit.

President gives assent to Criminal 
Procedure (Identification) Bill



Commondo injured
BBiijjaappuurr:: A commando of
the CRPF's jungle warfare
unit CoBRA was injured in
an encounter with naxals
in Chhattisgarh's Bijapur
district on Tuesday, police
said. The skirmish took
place around 1 pm in the
forest between Kottaguda
and Pegdapalli villages,
where joint teams of
security forces were out
on a search operation,
Inspector General of
Police (Bastar range)
Sundarraj P told PTI.

Terrorists fire 
SSrriinnaaggaarr:: Terrorists on
Tuesday opened fire on
security forces guarding
a minority village in
Jammu and Kashmir's
Shopian district, but
there was no report of
any damage, officials said
here. The ultras opened
fire towards a bunker of
the security forces guard-
ing a village inhabited by
members of the minority
community at Heerpora
in Shopian around 10 am,
a police official said. 

Heavy rains
IIttaannaaggaarr:: Three persons

were killed in Arunachal

Pradesh's Kurung Kumey

district in a massive land-

slide triggered by heavy

rains, officials said on

Tuesday. Incessant rains

over the last one week

have ravaged the state,

snapping road connectivity

in several areas, besides

uprooting trees and dam-

aging houses, they said.
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New Delhi, Apr 19 (PTI): 

Congress chief Sonia
Gandhi was "very keen" to
involve Prashant Kishor in
working out a strategy for
the party even about a cou-
ple of months ago but the
matter was "again de-
layed", senior Congress
leader M Veerappa Moily
said on Tuesday and advo-
cated that the poll strate-
gist be inducted into the

party now. The former
Union minister said it is
"quite heartening" to see
that Gandhi has taken up
the initiative to involve
Kishor to come out with a
strategy for the 2024 Lok
Sabha elections, and the

party's revival plan and
strategy for the assembly
elections in Gujarat,
Himachal Pradesh,
Rajasthan, Madhya
Pradesh, Meghalaya,
Nagaland, Tripura,
Mizoram, Karnataka,
Chhattisgarh and
Telangana in 2022-2023.

"I was really looking for-
ward for working out a
strategy to prepare the
Congress party for the up-
coming assembly elections
in 2023 and the Lok Sabha
elections of 2024. In fact,
she (Sonia Gandhi) was
very keen to involve

Prashant Kishor for work-
ing out a strategy for the
Congress party about a cou-
ple of months back. But for
some reasons the matter
was again delayed," Moily
told PTI in an interview.

"I had already addressed
a letter to the Congress
president on April 5, 2022,
with appropriate strategy
to take the agenda of INC
forward, by taking into con-
fidence other secular
forces/parties and also a
special note for Karnataka.
The Congress president has
acknowledged the said
note," he said.

Srinagar, Apr 19 (PTI): 

The launch pads across
the Line of Control (LoC)
in Kashmir valley are
abuzz with activities with
around 60 to 80 terrorists,
believed to be Afghan re-
turnee mercenaries, re-
ceiving training with a
possible push expected
during summer months,
officials here said.

The officials, however,
feel that Pakistan will have
to think several times be-
fore pushing them into the
Indian side as Islamabad

continues to be in the "grey
list" of the Financial
Action Task Force, and its
sincerity could be gauged
if it dismantles the terror
infrastructure. The offi-
cials said that after the
2019 pounding by the
Indian army, the Pakistani
side steered clear of the
launch pads till early
months of last year when
they briefly emerged for
some weeks and later dis-
appeared again. However,
from August last year
around 60-80 terrorists are
present at these re-activat-
ed launch pads across the
border and according to in-
telligence inputs and mon-
itoring by the field units,
the terrorists seem to be

Afghan war returnees who
are mostly Pakistani mer-
cenaries.

The LoC has been wit-
nessing ceasefire since last
February and officials said
that the Pakistani army,
after facing severe reverses
in 2019, has used this time
for fortification of its posi-
tions along the border with
around 8,000 tonnes of de-
fence material. The
Pakistani army has also
moved in around 60 heavy
caliber guns besides
strengthening its air de-
fence system, artillery and
mortars while taking ad-
vantage of the ceasefire
which has been holding
good since last year, the of-
ficials said.

Mumbai, Apr 19 (PTI): 

Markets went into a tail-
spin during fag-end of the
trade on Tuesday, with the
Sensex closing 703.59
points lower as weakness
in HDFC twins and
Infosys continued to dent
sentiments.

Concerns over rising in-
flation and foreign fund
outflows in the wake of
the uncertain geopolitical
situation also sapped in-
vestor confidence.

In a highly volatile
trade, the Sensex finished
703.59 points or 1.23 per
cent lower at 56,463.15 as

fag-end selling emerged. In
choppy trade, the bench-
mark hit a high of
57,464.08 and a low of
56,009.07 during the day.

The NSE Nifty declined
215 points or 1.25 per cent
to settle at 16,958.65.

Both the indices closed
in the red for the fifth
straight session.

From the 30-share
Sensex pack, HDFC,
HDFC Bank, Infosys, ITC,
Tech Mahindra and HCL
Technologies were among
the major laggards.

In contrast, Reliance
Industries, ICICI Bank,
State Bank of India and
Bajaj Finance were the
gainers.

Moily bats for Kishor’s
induction in Congress
̈ Claims Sonia keen

on involving poll
strategist

Prashant Kishor

Launch pads active across LoC
̈ Pak army uses 

ceasefire to strengthen
its defence

Tigress delivers four cubs
in Kanan Pendari Zoo

Bilaspur, Apr 19 (PTI): 

It was a mixed bag of
emotions for officials at
Chhattisgarh's Kanan
Pendari Zoological
Garden where a tigress
gave birth to four cubs
whereas another pregnant
big cat died in labor with
two unborn cubs in her
womb, both incidents sep-
arated by 24 hours.

The painful delivery
caused the death of ti-
gress 'Mausami' at the zoo-
logical garden in the
Bilaspur district around

4:15 pm on Monday, a sen-
ior official of the zoologi-
cal garden told reporters
on Tuesday.

He said vets in the zoo
attempted to save the two
cubs who were still in the
tigress's womb by per-
forming surgery but they
were found dead.

In the presence of
A c h a n a k m a r
Amarkantak Biosphere
Reserve's director and the
zoo officials, a team of vet-
erinarians including Dr R
M Tripathi, Dr Ajeet
Pandey and Dr Tripti Soni
performed the autopsy
and collected the viscera
for further examination,
said the official.

̈ Another big cat
dies in labor

New Delhi, Apr 19 (PTI): 

Ahead of the upcoming
kharif season, Agriculture
Minister Narendra Singh
Tomar on Tuesday urged
state governments and
central institutions to
chalk out a strategy to
boost seed production and
reduce farmers' dependen-
cy on private players.

Tomar, while addressing
a conference on the gov-
ernment's preparedness
for the kharif season, said
the state governments
have a bigger role in curb-
ing the sale of fake seeds
and pesticides. The minis-
ter also stressed the need

to encourage farmers to
produce quality agri-crops
in order to further boost
the country's agri-exports,

which have already
reached Rs 3,00,000 crore
so far. "There is some
shortage of seeds in the
country. We all need to dis-
cuss how to address this
gap. I want to urge state
and central institutions to
chalk out a strategy to
meet the seed require-
ment," he said.

At present, there is
heavy dependence on pri-
vate players for seeds.
There is a need to increase
the production of seeds by
public players and then
only, they will be able to
give direction and have in-
fluence over the seed mar-
ket, he added.

Tomar to states, central bodies

‘Chalk out plan to reduce dependency
on private players for seeds’

Union Minister for Agriculture
and Farmers Welfare Narendra

Singh Tomar addresses a
national conference on

Agriculture for Kharif Campaign
- 2022, in New Delhi.

Sensex dives 704 points
on fag-end sell-off

̈ Nifty ends below 17k
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Bhilai, Apr 19: 

Propagating the mes-
sage of Protection of
Constitution, brotherhood
and protect Democracy,
the retrenched workers of
Chandulal Chandrakar
Memorial Hospital took
out a bike rally on
Tuesday. They took out the
rally from the dharna spot
located in front of the hos-
pital and were moving to-
wards Kurud when a
Police team intercepted
them and asked them to
discontinue the rally. The
cops stated that they did
not have permission for
the bike rally. The demon-
strators argued with the
cops and later lay down on
the road in the scorching
summer as a mark of
protest.

The female and male
employees, who were re-
trenched after the state
government acquired the
medical college, had taken
out a bike rally raising the
slogan of protecting the
constitution and democra-
cy. The employees alleged
that the political parties
are provoking people in
the name of religion and

trying to create differ-
ences. Through this bike
rally, they tried to bring
public awareness and cre-
ate mutual harmony
among the people. But the

administration did not
allow them to take out the
rally. The demonstrators
argued that they had given
advance notice to the ad-
ministration about this

rally. It needs to be men-
tioned here that about 101
employees who were work-
ing since 2013 at CCM
Medical College were sud-
denly retrenched after the
government acquired this
institute. The aggrieved
workers are agitating for
the last 7 months and are
staging a sit in at a pandal
next to the college.
Dhanush Kumar Sahu,
Devraj Sahu, Anita Sahu
and Sumit Parganiha said
that they have been de-
manding from the govern-
ment to regularise their
services in the institution
but their demand re-
mained unheard. Kaladas
Daharia, Sheela Sahu
Rupesh, Mohan Rao,
Naveen Patnaik, and mem-
bers of Chhattisgarh
Mukti Morcha Mazdoor
Karyakarta Samiti, Public
Health Workers Union,
Mahila Mukti Morcha,
Nagriya Nikay Janwadi
Safai Kamgar Union,
Loktantrik Steel and
Engineering Mazdoor
Union, Progressive
Cement Workers Union,
Jan Adharit Power Plant
Mazdoor Union were pres-
ent.

Police intercepts peaceful rally;
demonstrators lie down on road 

BBhhiillaaii,,  AApprr  1199::  

With the arrest of three ruf-
fians and recovery of 17 nos
stolen bikes; police claimed to
have busted a gang of notori-
ous bike lifters. The accused
used to modify the stolen bikes
so that it could not be identi-
fied easily. They were caught
earlier also for thefts. 

While addressing media
persons here at Police Control
Room, ASP (City) Sanjay Dhruv
informed that under the direc-
tion of Senior Superintendent
of Police Badri Narayan
Meena, the teams of various
police stations are making
efforts to trap the unidentified
offenders involved in thefts
and burglaries. The network of
informers has also been acti-
vated for the purpose. 

In this sequel, the Newai
Patrolling Team led by Sub-
Inspector Dhaniram Narage
received information about a
clash between some ruffians in
Risali. The team immediately
reached the spot. The ruffians
spotted the approaching police
car and escaped from the spot

leaving behind two motorcy-
cles. The motorcycles was
brought to the police station.
Police interrogated the locals
and came to know that one of
the ruffians was Sohan Yadav,
a resident of Mayanagar Basti
located on Maitrikunj Road. He
was imprisoned earlier also on
charges of theft. On suspicion,
police examined the details of
the motorcycles and came to
know that they were stolen
vehicles. Information was con-
veyed to the senior officers
and under their guidance, a
joint special team of Newai
Police Station and Civil Team

was formed. The suspect
Sohan Yadav was brought to
the police station and ques-
tioned. During sustained inter-
rogation, he confessed
involvement in bike lifting inci-
dents.  He disclosed the names
of his accomplices - Vidyadhar
Chauhan and Tirendra alias
Rahul alias Mouse. Police team
was sent to Wambay Awas in
Urla (Mohan Nagar PS area) to
arrest Vidyadhar Chauhan
alias Suraj and Tirendra. The
police team managed to arrest
the accused and bring them to
Newai Police Station. They
confessed to have stolen a

total of 17 motorcycles from
Durg, Bhilai Charoda, Patan,
Padmanabhpur, Newai,
Amleshwar and Saraipali area.
17 Nos motorcycles have been
confiscated from the posses-
sion of the accused. The
accused had hidden the stolen
motorcycles in Maya Nagar
Ruabandha, Talpuri Parijat
building and in Wambay Awas
Urla Durg. 

The arrested accused are
identified as Sohan Yadav (20)
son of Agnu Yadav a resident
of Ruabandha Gandhi Chowk,
presently residing at
Mayanagar Basti Maitrikunj

Road;  Vidyadhar Chauhan
alias Suraj (29) son of Shiv
Prasad Chauhan a resident of
Atal Awas Urla, a native of
Sarangarh, Raigarh; and
Tirendra Kumar Sahu alias
Rahul alias Mouse (20) son of
Gangaram Sahu a resident of
Millpara, Risali. The accused
have been duly arrested in
connection with 04 cases of
Newai Police Station and 01
case of Padmanabhpur
Chowki. They were booked
under the provisions men-
tioned in section 41 (1 + 4)
CrPC and Section 379 of IPC.
They were produced before

the court and have been sent
to jail on judicial remand. 

Inspector Bharti Markam
(SHO, Newai), SI DR Narange,
ASI Purna Bahadur, Rajesh
Mani Singh, Surendra Singh
Rajput, Head Constable Suraj
Pandey, Dilip Raut, Motilal
Khurse, Constables Chandan
Bhaskar, Prashant Sahu, Ajit
Yadav, Ravi Bisai, Anoop
Sharma, Upendra Yadav, Jugnu
Singh, Samim Khan, Pankaj
Chaturvedi, Shahbaz Khan, P
Santosh, Laxminarayan,
Mukesh Gawade and Paras
Mandavi played vital role in
arresting the accused.

Gang of bike lifters busted; three held 

Bhilai, Apr 19: National
Executive Committee
meeting of All India SC /
ST Federation, RPI and
Democratic Indian Trade
Union (DITU) was held in
Rajdhani Sansthan, Ravi
Bhawan, Nagpur. National
President of the institu-
tion, Sunil Harishchandra
Ramteke was present as
the chief guest.
Representatives from
across the country includ-
ing Maharashtra,
Chhattisgarh attended the
meeting and deliberations
were held on many issues
including prevention of in-
human atrocities on SC /
ST, OBC, minorities and all
sections in the country.
They also chalked out the
strategy to stage protests
during the upcoming
Parliament session.

National President Sunil
Harishchandra Ramteke
emphasised on expansion
of the organisation in a
phased manner. He added
that the women should be
given priority in the organ-

ization and they should be
given significant responsi-
bilities. He added that the
youth members should be
included in the organisa-
tions of Taluka, District,
State and national level for
giving strength to the or-
ganisation. Youth power
along with the experienced
seniors can work together
to achieve success in the
mission. Explaining the
objectives of the formation
of all the three institu-
tions, he gave detailed in-
formation about the by-
laws. He emphasised on
working in accordance
with the bylaws. All the
national, provincial and
local office bearers of the
three organizations were
present. Advisor of the in-
stitution, Advocate
Pathak, State President
Jyoti Khobragade,
National Vice President
Suresh Khaparde, State
Vice-President Kailash
Hirwade, Maharashtra
Youth State President
Satyam Gajbhiye and Ajay

Meshram from
Chhattisgarh were pres-
ent. The office bearers
threw light on various con-
cerned topics and shared
their views on this historic
occasion. Neelima
Dambhare, who is actively
associated with Prakash
Ambedkar, participated in
this program. National
President Sunil Ramteke
honoured her with a bou-
quet. She will be given im-
portant responsibilities in
the organization soon.

Advocate Rajendra
Meshram conducted the
programme. Prakash
Janbandhu emphasized on
planned working for ex-
pansion of the organisa-
tion. Advisors of the or-
ganization Yogesh
Jamulkar and Chaudhary
also attended the meeting.
Sunil Ramteke gave infor-
mation about the conven-
tion and demonstration to
be held in Delhi in the
month of May as well as
the elections of the organi-
zation.

SC/ST Federation, RPI and DITU
national committee meeting held 

BSP OA to support
Town Services in

removing
encroachment on

land/houses
BBhhiillaaii,,  AApprr  1199:: BSP’s Town Services
Department is running a massive cam-
paign against illegal construction and
occupancy at various places in the
township area. Due to the action being
taken at many places, the officers and
employees of the Town Services
Department are being treated very
offensively by some local contractors
and local leaders which is highly con-
demnable. The OA-BSP has strongly
condemned this type of chaos in Bhilai
township, expressing strong objection.
The BSP Officers Association has
voiced strong protest against the inde-
cent behaviour that was shown by
local contractors and some self
acclaimed leaders in the office of
Town Services Department of Bhilai
Steel Plant where they also threat-
ened the senior officers. OA President
and General Secretary urged the sen-
ior officers of the Town Services
Department to take necessary steps
for the safety of the employees and
property of Bhilai Steel Plant by hold-
ing a meeting in this regard. OA-BSP
also gave necessary suggestions that
might ensure the safety of the person-
nel. OA-BSP has also decided to seek
assistance from the government and
administration to ensure the safety of
the officers and employees of the
Town Services Department. Some anti
social elements have encroached the
BSP land falling on the sides of GE
road. Many of them are contractors
and leaders who are professionally
associated with BSP. OA-BSP will soon
file a protest with the management for
giving any kind of work to such ele-
ments. OA-BSP has also strongly
opposed the encroachment of houses
in Bhilai township and excessive allot-
ment to third parties in Sector-9 and
Sector 10 area. The Association has
requested BSP management to review
the third party allotment soon.

Bhilai, Apr 19: 

BIT Durg AICTE Lab is
organising a week-long
‘Student Skilling program’
that began on April 18
aimed for students to
learn and develop skill in
production, manufactur-
ing and making of proj-
ects. The skilling pro-
gramme is part of All
India Institute of
Technical Education
IDEA LAB scheme intend-
ed to encourage product
development and research
publication in the country.

During the programme
the Idea Lab in charges Dr
Santosh Mishra, Dr Anil
Kumar, Suchitra Pandey,
Kuleshwaer Prasad will

train students in the field
of Laser Cutting & CNC
Machine, 3D Scanning &
3D Printing, Design and
Fabrication of Printed
Circuit Board, Design and
Development of IOT and
Machine Learning Based
Product respectively.

In this skilling pro-
gramme 30 selected stu-
dents are being trained
and they will be training

other students in near fu-
ture. They will get both
theoretical as well as prac-
tical training of the fore-
said techniques and the
final evaluation of the stu-
dents will done on the
basis of the product, they
will prepare during train-
ing period. To enable stu-
dents to complete their
product in time, the lab
will be opened 24 hours.

On the last day of training
an exhibition will be or-
ganized of the products
developed by the student
during training period.

This is the first skilling
programme of the state
for student under AICTE
IDEA lab. Dr Arun Arora
(Director, Bhilai Institute
of Technology), Dr MK
Gupta (Principal, Bhilai
Institute of Technology),

Dr Manish Sharma (Vice
Principal, Bhilai Institute
of Technology) and Dr
Pawan Patnaik (Co-
Ordinator IDEA LAB,
Bhilai Institute of
Technology) marked their
presence at the inaugural
session. Dr Arora in his
opening remark said “In
the present technological-
ly advancing world this
IDEA lab initiative will
provide students the nec-
essary skill to develop
products”.

Participants will be
evaluated through project
that they will make on the
basis of the theoretical as
well as practical knowl-
edge that they will gain
through the course.

Bhilai, Apr 19: 

The Risali commission-
er expressed his displeas-
ure at the flex and hoard-
ings still found kept on
the roadside and hanging
on electric poles in the
Risali Municipal limits.
He has given two days to
the people for removing
the hoardings and flex. If
the flex and hoardings are
not removed, confiscation
action should be taken, as-
serted the Commissioner.

The Risali Municipal
Commissioner Ashish
Devangan held a review
meeting with the Public
Works Department and
Revenue Department the

other day. He directed that
the agencies working in
advertisement and public-
ity are in fact spoiling the
beauty of the city with
randomly placed hoard-
ings. They should be
traced and ordered to fol-
low the rules related to
display advertisings. The
agencies prepare tempo-
rary and iron structures
at their own will where
flex is being installed, he
observed and added that
even permission is not
taken for any such adver-
tisements. The commis-
sioner has given two days
time to them to remove all
the flex and hoardings vol-
untarily. It has also been

said that if any agency is
negligent, then the em-
ployees of the corporation
should confiscate the ad-
vertising flex. Executive
Engineer Sushil Babar,
Assistant Engineer RK
Jain, Deputy Engineer

Himanshu Kavde, Nitish
Sahu, Akhilesh Gupta,
Umayanti Thakur,
Digeshwari Chandrakar,
Revenue Officer
Harcharan Singh Arora,
Sanjay Verma, Gopal
Sinha etc were present in

the meeting. The commis-
sioner also took the op-
portunity to instruct all
the sub-engineers that
they should be conducting
inspections to check qual-
ity of each work, big or
small in progress. He
added that prior to com-
ing to the office they
should visit the site and in
case of any discrepancy,
remain at the spot and get
it corrected. In case of
non-commencement of
work or delay, give manda-
tory notice to the con-
struction agency. The no-
tice must be mentioned in
the file.

The commissioner
asked to bring serious-

ness in the survey being
conducted for inclusion in
Other Backward Classes
and Economically Weaker
Sections. He asked to add
the names of the missing
beneficiaries and their
family members in the list
in every ward. The
Commissioner clearly
stated that the Assistant
Revenue Officer should
keep in touch with lessee
continuously and encour-
age them to register to get
ownership rights. Send
the list of the beneficiar-
ies who have given their
consent for registration to
the district headquarters
for further action, he
added.

Risali commissioner expresses displeasure at illegal hoardings 

Student Skilling Programme inaugurated at BIT Durg

BBhhiillaaii,,  AApprr  1199::  On the occasion
of Hanuman Jayanti, the
Independent Students Union
(ISU) took out a grand proces-
sion for the sixth consecutive
year. Former Vidhan Sabha
Speaker Prem Prakash Pandey
graced the event as chief
guest while Member of
Parliament Vijay Baghel was
present as special guest. In his
address, Pandey said that Lord
Shri Ram and Lord Hanuman

are the ideals for the entire
society. The people who once
raised questions on the exis-
tence of Lord Shri Ram, have
now become Ram Bhakts, he
said. 

Manish Pandey, Vinod Singh
and Munna Pandey were pres-
ent as special guests. The pro-
cession began from the town-
ship and moved across Central
Avenue to conclude at Sector 9
Hanuman Temple. ISU

Convenor Rohit Tiwari said
that thousands of men, women
and youth participated in the
procession. At the outset, the
devotees recited Hanuman
Chalisa before embarking on
the yatra. Raising slogans of
Jai Shri Ram and Jai Hanuman,
the devotees marched and
danced to the tunes of devo-
tional songs. Chhattisgarhi
Folk Artists, Raut Nacha Troop,
Panthi Nach troop, Karma
Dance, Tribal Dance, Akhada
performers, horses, dhamaal,
tableaux, Shri Ram Darbar and
Bhajans of Hare Rama Hare
Krishna group were the centre
of attraction. Bhandara –
Prasad was distributed among
people on the entire route.

ISU takes out grand procession 
on Hanuman Jayanti

Bhilai, Apr 19: 

SAIL-Bhilai Steel
Plant’s Merchant Mill that
rolls out TMT Bars and
light structurals including
channels, angles has creat-
ed a new day record in
rolling of TMT 32 Bars
rolled with billets of 125 x
125 dimension on April 17,
22.

On the aforesaid day,
Merchant Mill produced
2741 Tonnes of TMT 32,
surpassing previous best
day record of 2420 T made
on March 25, 22.

On the same day,
Merchant Mill created
new shift records in all the

three shifts by rolling out
901 Tonnes, 909 T and 931 T
in A, B and C shifts, re-
spectively.

Director In charge,
Bhilai Steel Plant,
Anirban Dasgupta, ED
(Works) Anjani Kumar
congratulated the entire
team of Merchant Mill
and associated shops for
the record breaking per-
formances.

Bhilai, Apr 19: 

A habitual offender was
detained by Supela Police
to prevent him from com-
mitting crime. He was
likely to commit a cogniz-
able offence. The listed of-
fender Hare Ram Prasad
is accused in more than
two dozen criminal cases.
Earlier he was arrested in
offences of Arms Act,
Excise Act, Prohibitory
Act, etc and was also oust-
ed from District. Police
are taking continuous ac-
tion against the miscre-
ants having criminal
background, who disturb

the peace of the city.
Under the direction of

Senior Superintendent of
Police, Durg, Badri
Narayan Meena,
A d d i t i o n a l
Superintendent of Police
(City) Sanjay Kumar
Dhruv and City
Superintendent of Police
(Bhilai Nagar) Rakesh
Joshi, the team of Supela
Police Station led by
Inspector Suresh Dhruva
is continuously monitor-
ing the goons, listed mis-
creants, and habitual of-
fenders. In this sequel, the
police arrested Hare Ram
Prasad, a resident of
Contractor Colony
Supela, who had been
jailed several times in the
past. On the suspicion of
committing a cognizable
offense and the possibility
of breach of peace, he was
arrested by the Police
Station Supela and the
Civil Team. He was
booked under section 151,
110 of CrPC.

Preventive detention
of habitual offender 

Record Production 
in Merchant Mill
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Bhupesh calls for preserving and
promoting tribal culture, language

Raipur, Apr 19: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
today inaugurated three-
day National Tribal
Literature Festival at
Pandit Deendayal
Upadhyay Auditorium in
Raipur. Speaking on the
occasion he called for pre-
serving and promoting
tribal culture, language
and civilisation. National
Tribal Literature Festival,
being organized for the
first time in Chhattisgarh
will definitely act as a
bridge between other soci-
eties and tribal society
from cultural point of
view, he said.

Scheduled Caste and
Scheduled Tribe Minister
Dr Premsai Singh Tekam,
Cultural Minister Amarjit
Bhagat, Woman and Child
Development Minister
Anila Bhendia, former
Chief Secretary Sunil
Kujur, State Finance
Commission Chairman
Serjius Minj and
Secretary Scheduled Caste
and Scheduled Tribe DD
Singh were present on the
occasion.

Baghel honoured
Padma Shree Loknayak
Haldhar Nag, Sakineti
Ramchandraya and Arjun

Singh Dhruve with shawl
and coconut. Welcoming
renowned literatteurs,
writers, university schol-
ars, subject experts, dance
troupes and painters who
came from different parts
of country, Baghel said
that many tribes living in
Chhattisgarh from
Surguja to Bastar had dif-
ferent language style.

According to the Chief
Minister Naxalite problem
has reduced in
Chhattisgarh in the last
three years. Now
Chhattisgarh is being dis-
cussed in the country and
the world for its rich cul-
ture. For the preservation
of the culture and civiliza-
tion of the tribes, state
government organized the
tribal dance festival,
which became interna-
tional in nature, he said,
adding that this gave op-
portunity to the people of
the country and the world
to know and understand
Chhattisgarh.

It is a mater of concern
that many tribes in the
wporld are on the verge of
existence and their cul-
ture is also getting extinct,
said Baghel and added that
Chhattisgarh government
took initiative at the
school level for the preser-
vation and promotion of
tribal culture. To this end
a text book has been pre-
pared in 16 types of di-
alects in the state, he said,
adding that children of
class I and II are now
studying in their local lan-
guage in the state.

Badal Academy has
been established in Bastar
for the preservation and
promotion of tribal lan-
guages, dialects, art tradi-
tions. Similar academies
are also being set up in
other tribal dominated dis-
tricts. He said that the per-
formance of literature,
dance, painting definitely
acts as a bridge in connect-
ing all the societies.

Baghel said that the

Chhattisgarh government
was committed to protect
tribal interests. He said
that providing the forest
rights letter to the tribals
to get their rights shows
his government’s this
commitment. The decision
to plant fruit trees in the
forest areas for their em-
ployment has been taken
by the government. With
this the forest dwellers
will get what they need
apart from conservation of
forest trees, he said.
Earlier 7 minor forest pro-
duces were procured in
the state but now the num-
ber of minor forest pro-
duces being procured rose
to 65. Processing and value
addition of these minor
forest produce is also
being done. He said that
his government was work-
ing for the education,
health and employment of
the tribes.

According to Scheduled
Castes and Tribes
Development Minister Dr.
Premsai Singh Tekam for-
est is protected by the trib-
als. In the country, 80 per-
cent of the forest produce
is procured from the state
of Chhattisgarh. Baghel
has started 171 Swami
Atmanand English
Medium Schools keeping
in mind the present condi-
tions for quality educa-
tion, he said. The children
of tribal society are also
getting the benefit of this.

Through Prayas

Vidyalaya in the state, the
children of tribal society
are being given coaching
to prepare for the entrance
examination for engineer-
ing and medical studies.
He said that it was neces-
sary to write down the
tribal tradition and litera-
ture. Now tribal society is
moving in this direction.
He said that apart from
National Tribal Literature
Festival, a state level art
and painting competition
and dance festival would
be organized here for
three days.

A book fair has been or-
ganized for the promotion
and development of tribal
literature. Stalls of vari-
ous departments of the
state like Handicrafts
Development Board,
Tribal Research and
Training Institute,
Medicinal Plant Board,
Public Relations
Department, Mati Kala
Board, Culture and
Archeology Department,
State Minor Forest
Produce Cooperative
Federation have also been
set up. Pt Ravishankar
Shukla University Vice
Chancellor Prof Keshari
Lal Verma too addressed
the function.
Commissioner Scheduled
Caste and Scheduled Tribe
Shammi Abidi gave wel-
come address. Heads and
office bearers of various
tribal societies were also
present on the occasion.

HUGE RUSH

There was huge rush witnessed in the Colleges for submission of answersheets by

the students for different exams here on Wednesday.

Raipur, Apr 19: Union
Civil Aviation Minister
Jyotiraditya Scindia, who
reached Rajnandgaon on a
two-day stay in
Chhattisgarh, has targeted
the Congress. The
Congress had alleged that
the visit of Union minis-
ters was being done under
the plan. On this
Jyotiraditya said that
Congress sees a plan in
everything. Congress is
not worried about the poor
and development. The cen-
tral government wants to
develop aspirational dis-
tricts with a positive atti-

tude.
Scindia reached Raipur

on Monday night at 9 pm.
He was welcomed at
Swami Vivekanand
Airport Raipur BJP MPs
Santosh Pandey and Sunil
Soni and other leaders.
Talking to the media at the
airport he said that
Congress did not have any
concern for development
of the country and the
poor.

On a question about si-
multaneous visit of BJP
leaders and Union
Ministers after the defeat
in the Khairagarh by-elec-
tion Scindia said that the

Prime Minister’s vision
was clear. BJP is a link as-
sociated with the develop-
ment of the people. Every
worker of BJP will move
ahead with a positive
thinking, leaving the nega-
tive forces aside, he said at
airport before leaving for
Rajnandgaon.

The work of 104 aspira-
tional districts of the
country is being reviewed.
The intention of the cen-
tral government behind
this is that all the districts
should be considered
equally. Scindia has offi-
cially come to
Rajnandgaon to review the
schemes and central pro-
grams being run as an as-
pirational district. He will
also meet BJP leaders.

On Monday, four Union
ministers arrived in
Chhattisgarh at different
times. Apart from Union
Civil Aviation Minister
Jyotiraditya Scindia,
Minister of State for
MSME Bhanupratap

Singh Verma, Minister of
State for Forests Ashwini
Kumar Choubey and
Minister of State for
Communications Dev
Singh Chauhan have also
reached different districts
of Chhattisgarh.

Meanwhile Union
Minister of Forest,
Environment, Climate
Change, Food and Public
Distribution Ashwini
Choubey also reached
Raipur on Monday
evening, in a discussion
with the media, categori-
cally rejected the allega-
tion of the state govern-
ment, in which the central
government was accused
of neglecting the state.
Choubey said that the cen-
tral government is not ne-
glecting any state.
Adequate funds are being
provided to every state by
the central government.
Choubey reviewed the
plans of the central gov-
ernment in Korba on
Tuesday.

Cong not concerned for country’s
development, poor: Scindia

Union Civil Aviation
Minister
Jyotiraditya
Scindia, who
reached
Rajnandgaon on a
two-day stay in
Ch’garh, targets
Congress

Raipur, Apr 19: A woman
killed her husband while
he was asleep in the capi-
tal Raipur. Urla police sta-
tion has arrested the
woman. According to the
information received from
the police, Ingeshwari
Dhurve (26), ife of Umesh
Dhurve (30), a resident of
Urla Ekta Chowk, has
murdered her husband.

According to the infor-
mation received, both hus-
band and wife used to
work in the best price. On
Monday dispute erupted
between them at the place
of their works. People
present there intervened
and persuaded them to go
back home. After coming
home, the dispute erupted
again and the husband
also thrashed his wife.
Meanwhile landlord came
and urged them to stop
quarelling. However, later
the woman killed her hus-
band while he was sleep-
ing, by hitting him in the
head with a stone kept in

the house.
When the door of the

house did not open till late
in the morning, other peo-
ple living nearby came and
knocked on the door.
People became suspicious
when the woman did not
open the door. Looking
through the window they
saw woman giving water
to her husband. When
neighbours somehow
managed to get the door
opened, woman told them
that her husband had hit
his head himself with
stone and died. Urla police
station was informed
about this. The police and
the FSL team reached the
spot. According to infor-
mation available the
woman also tried to mis-
lead the police.

The woman told that
after the fight, her hus-
band killed himself by hit-
ting his head with a stone.
Seeing the incident and
the injury, the police strict-
ly interrogated the woman

and she is learnt to have
confessed her crime. She
told that after the fight she
killed her husband while
he was sleeping.

According to the infor-
mation received, the
woman told the police that
her husband often used to
talk to other women which
often led to querrel be-
tween them. On the day of
the incident too, there was
a dispute over the same
thing and she killed him
by hitting his head with
stone.

According to the infor-
mation received, this was
Umesh’s third marriage.
Two wives have died. At
the same time, this is the
second marriage of his
wife Ingeshwari Dhurve.
Urla police station in-
charge Bharat Bareth said
that the woman was ar-
rested after the incident
and was interrogated. A
case of murder was regis-
tered against her and fur-
ther action is underway.

Raipur, Apr 19:
Collector of Raipur dis-
trict, Sourabh Kumar ex-
tinguished the fire by
covering a burning gas
cylinder in his office
premises with a wet
cloth. This courageous ef-
fort of the Collector in-
spired other officers of
the office as well. As part
of Fire Safety Week, a
mock drill of fire preven-
tion and fire extinguish-
ing methods was con-
ducted in the
Collectorate premises on
Monday. During this
mock drill, Collector
Sourabh Kumar, motivat-
ed the officers and em-

ployees and demonstrat-
ed method of extinguish-
ing fire in the gas cylin-
der in mock drill organ-
ized by SDRF.

Home Guard and relief-
disaster management
team gave detailed infor-
mation about the possi-
ble causes of the fire and
the methods of extin-
guishing it.

D i v i s i o n a l
Commandent Anima
Kujur told that during
the mock drill, officers
and employees were also
told about ACB, Foam,
Carbon Dioxide type of
fire extinguishers.
Information was given

about the cause of fire
and the use of suitable
fire extinguishers to ex-
tinguish it. Mrs Kujur in-
formed that the informa-
tion about the methods of
rescue in case of fire was
being spread through
loudspeakers.

People are also being
made aware about fire
prevention through pam-
phlets and written pam-
phlets. Information
about any accident relat-
ed to fire can be given im-
mediately by phone on
112, she informed. As
soon as the information
is received on the phone,
the Home Guard and re-
lief-disaster management
team will immediately
reach to rescue and help
the people. Additional
Collector Gopal Verma,
Additional District
Magistrate NR Sahu,
Joint Collector Shimmi
Nahid, Joint Collector
Deepti Verma, along with
Collectorate staff and
general public were pres-
ent in large number.

Woman kills sleeping 
husband with stone

p National Tribal
Festival will act as
bridge between
tribal society and
other societies

Ch’garh sees 1 COVID-19
case, no death

Active tally dips below 10

Raipur, Apr 19:
Chhattisgarh on Monday
reported one COVID-19
case, taking the state’s
tally to 11,52,218, while the
death toll remained un-
changed at 14,034, an offi-
cial said.The positivity
rate, or cases detected per
100 tests, stood at 0.02 per
cent, he added.

The recovery count
touched 11,38,175 as four
people completed home
isolation during the day,
leaving the state with nine
active cases, he said.
“Mahasamund district
recorded the lone case for
the day. As on Monday, 20
districts have no active
case,” he added.With 4,133
samples examined during
the day, the tally of tests
carried out so far in
Chhattisgarh went up to
1,75,92,573, the official
said.

Chhattisgarh’s coron-
avirus figures are as fol-
lows: Positive cases
11,52,218, new cases (one),
death toll 14,034, recovered
11,38,175, active cases
(nine), today tests 4,133,
total tests 1,75,92,573.

RRaaiippuurr,,  AApprr  1199::  With onset of
summers, water scarcity has
come back to haunt residents
and nearby areas owing to
declining water levels in
Khraun river. With the river
bed drying up, catering to
water needs of the residents
seem to be an uphill task for
the civic authorities. In many
parts of the Raipur and
Birgaon, the drinking water cri-
sis is deepening in the begin-
ning of summer. Municipal
Corporation had claimed to
provide 135 liters of water per
person per day, but this claim
proved to be a failure.  

In the slum areas of more
than 20 wards of the city, inad-
equate water supply has added
to their woes. Left with no
option, they draw polluted
water from wells and ponds
while women and children wait
for hours in queues due to
heavy rush near the tube-wells
and tankers. There is severe
scarcity of water in April. Civic
authorities have no answer
what will happen in May-June.
Severe water scarcity is there
in Khamhardih, Parvatinagar,
Shivnagar, Tulsinagar, Guru
Ghasidas Ward of Netaji
Subhash Chandra Bose Ward of

the city, Kashiramnagar, Sindhi
Colony, Jai Jawan Chowk,
Telibandha, Satnamipara,
Shaheed Veer Narayan Singh
Ward, Lal Bahadur Shastri
Ward, Guru Ghasidas Ward, Old
Basti, Netaji Kanhaiyalal Bajari
ward of Gudhiyari area,
Laxminarayan Das ward,
Parashuramnagar of
Mahamaya ward, Bhairavnagar
is facing a lot of problem due to
interconnection. Complaints of
drinking water crisis are com-
ing to the fore in the entire
Birgaon area including
Ravigram in Telibandha,
Kalinagar in Lalpur area,
Rakhinagar in Samta Colony,
Shukrawari Bazar area in

Gudhiyari, Dhobipara locality
in Brahmanpara ward. In view
of the scarcity of water, the
Water Works Department of
the Municipal Corporation is
supplying water through
tankers in the wards of Raipur
and Birgaon, but that too is
insufficient.

HHeeaavvyy  rruusshh  oonn  aarrrriivvaall  
ooff  ttaannkkeerrss

The scarcity of water in the
wards and slums can be
gauged from the fact that
heavy rush of people can be
seen on arrival of tankers.
Residents said that for the past
several days, dirty water is
coming from public and house
taps. This is causing a lot of

trouble. The water was coming
so muddy that  is not even
worth taking a bath. After the
complaint, the corporation
administration has started sup-
plying water through tankers.
Despite this, there is a short-
age of water.

RReessiiddeennttss  wwoorrrriieedd  
aabboouutt  ffuuttuurree

The temperature in the city
has crossed 41 degrees. People
are now troubled by the water
crisis along with the scorching
heat. There are constant com-
plaints about water especially
from the residents of the outer
and inner localities of the city.
On complaining to the ward
corporator, water tankers are
reaching the wards, but people
are not getting enough water.

PPiippeelliinnee  lleeaakkaaggee
In more than half a dozen

wards of the city, the water
supply system has been dis-
turbed. People are very upset
due to this. There is no water
supply from the new pipeline
laid under the Amrit Mission
scheme. Due to leakage in the
old pipeline, the pressure in the
taps in the houses is coming
down. Till now the water sup-
ply was to start from the new
pipeline, but to some kind of

problem with the valve being
faulty or pipe leakage at some
places the supply has not start-
ed yet. In such a situation, the
demand for water tankers is
increasing daily from different
areas.

LLaayyiinngg  ooff  nneeww  ppiippeelliinnee
iinnccoommpplleettee

In order to overcome the
drinking water crisis in the
wards of Raipur and Birgaon
Municipal Corporation, water
is being supplied by water
tankers, but the half of water in
tankers gets wasted while
spilling on road. Drinking water
is a problem in some wards of
the city. On receiving com-
plaints at the zone level, water
is being supplied through
tankers in the respective
wards. The work of the new
pipeline laid under the AMRUT
Mission scheme is yet to be
completed. There will be no
problem of water as soon as
the supply of drinking water is
started on completion of the
work. Every summer, Raipur
and Birgaon Municipal
Corporation reels under water
crisis as Kharun river goes dry
but authorities are yet to come
up with a permanent solution,
said a resident.

Onset of summer brings back spectre of water crisis in Raipur Collector extinguishes blazing
fire in gas cylinder...

Raipur, Apr 19: Raipur
Municipal Corporation
has given guidelines to all
the zone offices to take ac-
tion on banned plastic.
According to the corpora-
tion officials, in view of
the continuous complaints
regarding banned plastic,
guidelines have been given
that strict action should be
taken in the markets.
Earlier, under Zone-5, the
corporation had taken ac-
tion on 13 shops in
Changorabhatha-Purani
Basti area. According to
the corporation officials, a
fine of Rs 1,000 is being
collected from the shops.
Along with this, the shop-
keepers have been warned
to stop the sale of banned
plastic, disposables etc.

On receiving the com-
plaint of water being
drawn from Tulu Pump,
the Municipal
Corporation has directed
to register an FIR against
the culprits, along with it
has also been said that
strict action will be taken
against the engineers of
the Water Department for
negligence. Corporation
Commissioner Prabhat
Malik said that a person
needs 135 liters of water
per day. In that sense, the

city is being supplied with
plenty of drinking water.
If the water level is com-
ing down in the taps of
any area, then it may also
be due to theft of water
from Tulu pumps.
Instructions have been
given for all zone wise in-
vestigations on this. Along
with this, taking action
against the water thieves,
the pump will be seized
and an FIR will be lodged
in the police station. If
needed, there are also in-
structions to turn off the
electricity during the
water supply in that area.
The officials have been
told that in the areas
where the water level is
less, the officials should go
to the spot and solve them.

RMC strict on banned plastic,
action to be taken on 13 shops
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BASTAR BAND

Bastar Band giving presentation of traditional musical instruments of Bastar gave a wonderful presentation and
CM Bhupesh Baghel could not stop himself playing one of the instruments viz. ‘Munda’ and dancing to the tunes
along with tribals at the inauguration of three-day ‘Rashtriya Janjatiya Sahitya Mahotsav here on Tuesday.

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Apr 19:
Maharashtra Energy
Minister Nitin Raut met
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel and held detailed
discussions on the energy
needs of Maharashtra.
Keeping in view the energy
requirements of
Maharashtra, Chief
Minister Baghel assured to
help as per rules for the
clearance of Gare Palma
Sector-2 coal block.

In the meeting held at

the Chief Minister’s resi-
dence, Maharashtra’s
Energy Minister Mr Raut
informed that Gare-Palma
Coal Block, Sector-2 of
Raigarh district of

Chhattisgarh has been al-
lotted to the Electricity
Company of Maharashtra
(Mahagenco). Coal for
power generation in
Maharashtra is to be sup-

plied from this coal block,
so that there is continuity
of coal supply in the com-
ing times. The Energy
Minister of Maharashtra
urged the Chief Minister
Mr. Bhupesh Baghel to
complete all the formalities
related to the coal block at
the earliest and also re-
quested for forest diversion
and the recommendation
of the state government for
this coal block. Additional
Chief Secretary to Chief
Minister Mr. Subrat Sahoo,
Energy Secretary Mr.
Ankit Anand, CMD of
Maharashtra Electricity
Company (Mahagenco) Mr.
Sanjay Khandare, Director
Mr. Purshottam Jadhav,
Executive Director Mr.
Nitin Bagh were present
on the occasion.

Maharashtra will be given clearance for
Gare Palma-2 coal block as per rules: CM
p Maharashtra’s

Energy Minister
Mr. Raut meets
Chief Minister Mr.
Baghel

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Apr 19: Governor
Ms. Anusuiya Uikey re-
leased the annual booklet
of NIC Chhattisgarh
“Digital Pathway” at Raj
Bhavan. On the occasion
of the program, Director
General of NIC Dr. Neeta
Verma gave information
regarding the digital serv-
ice being provided by NIC
at the state level and dis-
trict level.

Governor Ms. Uikey
congratulated and ex-
tended best wishes to the
Director General of NIC
Dr. Neeta Verma and to
all the employees of NIC
Chhattisgarh on the re-
lease of the annual book-
let. She said that NIC has
an important role in
building the digital
ecosystem in

Chhattisgarh. Ms. Uikey
said that  the digital serv-
ice provided by NIC was
very helpful in the era of
Covid-19. Thanks to digi-
tal service, all the work
could be done online.
School and college educa-
tion continued. She said
that N.I.C. Techniques de-
veloped by the
Government should be
implemented to bring
transparency in govern-

ment work and for timely
completion of civil servic-
es. On this occasion, she
said that  Blockchain sys-
tems developed by NIC
will be implemented in
universities, with this,
the academic certificates
of the students will be
protected in the
blockchain.

Having public access,
its credibility can also be
checked. With this, the

students will also be freed
from the process of carry-
ing certificates. She also
talked about bringing all
the universities in a sin-
gle platform on the lines
of SWAS platform devel-
oped by NIC. Ms. Uikey
also urged the Director
General NIC, to make he
Raj Bhavan Secretariat to
be completely paperless
by converting it into an e-
office. She said that this

would reduce the cost and
also save time. Apart from
this, she also told the need
of fast internet speed and
the e-office in remote
areas of the state to be in
local language, so that the
students of remote areas
can get benefit. In addi-
tion, Ms. Uikey congratu-
lated NIC for the awards
received in providing dig-
ital platforms to various
government departments
of the country. On this oc-
casion Deputy Director
General of NIC Mr.
Sanjay Kapoor, Deputy
Director General and
State Informatics Officer
Chhattisgarh Dr. Ashok
Kumar Hota, Legal
Advisor to Governor Mr.
R.K. Agrawal, Deputy
Secretary, Deepak Kumar
Agrawal were present on
the occasion. Also all the
District Informatics
Officers of NIC
Chhattisgarh were pres-
ent virtually.

Raipur, Apr 19: The dele-
gation of Jila Nirman
Sangharsh Samiti,
Khairagarh had a courtesy
call on Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel at his res-
idence office here this
evening. Expressing grati-

tude to Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel for the an-
nouncement of making
Khairagarh-Chhuikhadan-
Gandai district, the delega-
tion presented him with
flowers and a momento.
They informed  the Chief
Minister that there was a
wave of joy among the peo-
ple of the area with the an-
nouncement of the forma-
tion of a new district. With
the fulfillment of the much
awaited demand of forma-

tion of district, now people
will be able to get the bene-
fits of government
schemes in a better way.
Common citizen access to
services related to rev-
enue, education, health
will increase. Also, getting
the benefit of administra-
tive decentralization will
lead to better development
of the area. On this occa-
sion, Member of
Chhattisgarh State
Housing Board, Vinod
Tiwari and Convenor of
Jila Nirman Sangharsh
Samiti, Khairagarh,
Shirish Mishra, Ashok
Munat, Mohammad
Khaleel Qureshi,
Ramkrishna Shastri,
Subodh Pandey, Farooq
Memon, Dilip Shriwas and
other officials including
Mr. Nitin Jain and Mr. Anil
Jain were present.

Rresidents expressed
their gratitude to CM 

For making
Khairagarh-
Chhuikhadan-
Gandai a district

Governor released the annual booklet of NIC Chhattisgarh 
p Under the title

‘Digital Pathway’

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Apr 19: As per
the guidelines of Forest
and Climate Change
Minister Mr. Mohammad
Akbar, Chief Conservator
of Forests, Surguja Forest
Circle, Mr. Anurag
Srivastava visited Jashpur
Forest Circle on April 16
and 17 and took stock of
various activities along
with the works of food
grade Mahua collection,
Narva development. He

inspected 02 km from Birla
to Ajdha Van Marg under
Manora area of Jashpur
Forest Division the WBM
road construction work. In
Manora area, he informed
about the technical as-
pects related to well ex-
ploitation to the forest de-
partment’s staff engaged
in well exploitation work.
Along with this, the tech-
nique of logging plan was

explained in detail to the
field staff. The Chief
Conservator of Forests in-
spected the food grade
Mahua collection work
being done under the for-
est range Duldula. He in-
spected the net installed
under Mahua trees in vil-
lage Kantasaru and in-
formed the team that high
quality Mahua can be col-
lected by this method.

After reaching village
Bangurkela, he inspected
the Mahua dryer installed
there and instructed the
villagers working there to
collect high quality
Mahua by keeping cleanli-
ness. Srivastava inspected
the furniture manufactur-
ing work from Lentana in
Jashpur forest division’s
zone Tapkara and gave
necessary directions to the
women self-help groups
and encouraged them.
Chief Forest Conservator
Srivastava inspected 30-40
models built in Kochnidih
Nala under Narva
Development Plan 2021-22
in Hathibed complex and
instructed for planting
Mahua and other fruit
plants in the area.

CCF inspects various development activities
p Of Narva

Development
Scheme, Food
Grade Mahua 
collection work

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Apr 19: Chief
Minister  Bhupesh Baghel
said that  during the last
three and a half years, we
have worked towards
making those dreams of
forefathers come true. Mr.
Baghel said that all of us
had taken a pledge to
raise the value of
Chhattisgarh ‘Mahtari’
and give a new identity to
Chhattisgarh and in just
three and a half years we
have been able to give a
new identity to
Chhattisgarh. Till three
and a half years ago,
Chhattisgarh was known
as mines or Naxal nui-
sance, today Chhattisgarh
is discussed about the
prosperity of its villages.
Chief Minister Mr.
Baghel was addressing
the 76th convention of
Chhattisgarh Manwa

Kurmi Kshatriya Samaj
Chandkhuri Raj organ-
ised at village Tila in
Raipur district. On this
occasion, he sanctioned
various development
work for the area. The
Chief Minister approved
Rs 20 lakh for the social
building of Manwa
Kurmi Kshatriya Samaj.
Announcing the construc-
tion of a high level bridge
across Mahanadi on Tila-
Hathkhoj road, he said
that the estimates for this
would be prepared and in-
cluded in the next budget.

The Chief Minister said
that Champaran would be
included in the Ramvan
Gaman Path circuit. A
plan will be made for the
development of
Champaran. Kaushalya
Mata Janma Utsav will be
celebrated in the coming
time by ascertaining the
exact date of birth of
Kaushalya Mata.

In this social conven-
tion, Central President of
Manwa Kurmi Kshatriya
Samaj Mr. Chova Ram

Verma, MLA Abhanpur
Mr. Dhanendra Sahu,
District Panchayat
President Raipur Mrs.
Domeshwari Verma, State
Women’s Commission
President Mrs. Kiranmayi
Nayak, Advisor to Chief
Minister Mr. Vinod Verma
and a large number of
Manwa Kurmi communi-
ty members were present.
Expressing happiness,
Chief Minister Baghel
said that the organization
of Chhattisgarh Manwa
Kurmi Kshatriya Samaj is

getting stronger now.
Social awareness is in-
creasing due to everyone’s
efforts. He said that from
agriculture, education,
medical engineering to
business or politics, peo-
ple of the community
have played their part in
every field, and now peo-
ple of Chhattisgarh
Manwa Kurmi Kshatriya
Samaj from the creation of
Chhattisgarh to the cre-
ation of new Chhattisgarh
have extended their par-
ticipation.

Ch’garh got a new identity in three and a half years: Baghel
p CM participates in

the conference of
CMKKS

Bilaspur, Apr 19: The Ninth
convocation ceremony of
Guru Ghasidas University
will be held on April 20. In
the context of the convoca-
tion, a press conference was
organized on Apr 18 in the
meeting hall located in the
administrative building. In
the press conference, the
Vice-Chancellor of the
University, Prof.
AlokChakrawal gave detailed
information about the convo-
cation.

Vice-Chancellor also inter-
acted with journalists. He
said that the convocation cer-
emony of the University is in
many ways an example of

the unforgettable legacy of
human civilization. We are
constantly battling with
Corona. Earlier, an attempt
was made to organize the
convocation on January 15,
2022 but in view of the situa-
tion of Corona, the pro-
gramme was postponed.

Thereafter, an attempt was
made to conduct it in online
mode on February 04, 2022,
but the anxiety of the stu-
dents was that they would be
deprived of the thrill of tak-
ing the degree offline. After
this, the date of April 20, 2022
has been fixed. In response to
a question, the Vice-
Chancellor said that sports
facilities of international
standard are being developed
in the university. There is an

effort to provide good sports
facilities for the whole of
Central India.

Replying to another ques-
tion, the Vice Chancellor said
that the preparation for
NAAC is going on very fast in
the university. The work of
data collection is in the final
stage. In reply to another
question, the Vice-
Chancellor, Prof. Alok
Chakrawal said that the peo-
ple who have worked with
dedication for the society will
be given the honorary degree
of D. Lit. The Ninth
Convocation of Guru
Ghasidas Vishwavidyalaya
(Central University) will be
held on Wednesday, April 20,
2022 at 11 am in the Silver
Jubilee Auditorium. The

Chief Guest of the function
is Anusuiya Uikey, Governor
of Chhattisgarh, Guest of
Honour Dr. Subhash Sarkar,
Union Minister of State for
Higher Education, Ministry
of Education, Government of
India and Special Guest Atul
Kothari, National Secretary,
Shiksha Sanskriti Utthan
Nyas New Delhi. Professor
Ashok Gajanan Modak,
Chancellor, Guru Ghasidas
Vishwavidyalaya (Central
University) will preside over
the function. The Vice-
Chancellor of the Central
University, Professor Alok
Kumar Chakrawal will pres-
ent the annual report of the
University.

The Ninth Convocation is
another milestone for the
university as it is the first
convocation of the university
after the pandemic. 68 stu-
dents will get gold medals for
the session 2019-20 and 73 for
the session 2020-21. A total of
81 students will be conferred
with the Ph.D. degree for
both the sessions.

Convocation ceremony is an example of the unforgettable
legacy of human civilization: V-C

68 students to get
gold medals for the
session 2019-20 and
73 for the session
2020-21

Total of 81 students
will be conferred
with the Ph.D. degree 

RRaaiippuurr,,  AApprr  1199:: The first classi-
cal musical event ‘Mere Ram
Mahotsav’ was held on Sunday
at Ram Mandir complex, VIP
Road, Raipur. Dr. Ajay Nagraj,
the Mohan Veena player and
senior neurosurgeon of
Chhattisgarh, inaugurated the
ceremony by playing Raga
Malkounsh and created a tran-
quil atmosphere. 

The first bandish was in
Bilamvit Teentaal, the second
Madhyalaya Ektaal and the
third bandish was set in Drut
Teentaal. His instrument
“Mohan Veena” is a refined
version of Hawaiian guitar, its
‘tonal quality’ is amazing. 

As soon as the sound is
heard, it pulls the heart. Dr.
Ajay Nagraj deeply elevates
the Shruti-Valay around the
sura, his preparation, the suc-
cessive edge, melody of the

raga, the refined variation of
‘Taan & Tihai’ enthralled the lis-
teners. The beauty, he tried to
engraved with the workman-
ship of rhythm and skills in the
harmony of ‘Barah Matra’ was
unparalleled. In his own style,
he has wonderfully incorporat-
ed both singing and Gatkari
along with the techniques of
playing the sitar. His playing is
the epitome of comprehensive
aesthetics. After this, singing
and playing the bhajan “ Ram
ka gungaan kariye”, got a great

round of applause and stunned
the audience. Shri Kamal
Mukherjee’s excellent accom-
paniment of Tabla Vadan has
no matches. What wisdom and
what purity! His tabla accom-
paniment in the midst of
Mohan Veena-playing repeat-
edly attracted with its quali-
ties. The final presentation of
the program “Dhrupad Gayan”
by Chandra Kushwaha in raga
Chandrakaus, accompanid by
Trilochan Sona on Pakhavaj,
was outstanding.

Governor invited by
the delegation of
Sikh community

RRaaiippuurr,,  AApprr  1199:: The delega-
tion of Sikh Community,
Chhattisgarh met Governor
Ms. Anusuiya Uikey at Raj
Bhavan here and invited her
for the centenary function
organised on the occasion of
400th Prakash Parv of Sri
Guru Tegh Bahadur Sahib.
Amarjit Kaur Khanuja, Raj
Kaur Hora, Rajinder Kaur,
Charanjit Kaur Chhabra,
Surinder Kaur Chhabra and
other members of Sikh com-
munity were present on the
occasion.

Classical musical event ‘Mere Ram Mahotsav’ held 
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Korba, Apr 19:

Korba Municipal
Corporation (KMC) has
been taking action
against illegal hoardings,
advertisements and
posters with KMC limit.
In this series, illegal
hoardings, posters, adver-
tisements and others were
removed from
Ghantaghar Chowk,
Niharika area, Subhash

Chowk as they were in-
stalled without prior per-
mission. KMC removed
all these things and seized
the items.

C o m m i s s i o n e r
Prabhakar Pandey said
that the anti-encroach-
ment team of KMC at one
place where is taking ac-
tion against encroach-
ments and illegal con-
struction work, on the
other, it is also removing

posters and banners at
public places and in elec-
trical poles and other
places without seeking
prior permission from
KMC. In this series, ille-
gal hoardings and adver-
tisements were removed
from Subhash Chowk,
Ghantaghar Chowk and
Niharika area and by the
roadside from the electri-
cal poles and other places.
Encroachment removed

from parking place:
The people encroaching

upon the footpath and
parking area or those
near the road-side by plac-
ing hand-carts and other
small huts as vendors
were acting as main hin-
drance in flow of traffic
and this often causes
problems in movement of
traffic. So KMC took ac-
tion against all the illegal
vendors, hand-cart opera-
tors and those encroach-
ing upon the footpath and
other places and gave
them warning not to re-
encroach upon that area
or else strict action will be
taken.

Do not encroach, avoid
inconvenience: KMC
Commissioner Prabhakar
Pandey made an appeal to
general public that they
should not encroach upon
Nazul land, public places,
and KMC’s property and
do not erect any illegal
structure near footpath,
parking area or with help
of handcarts.

Illegal hoardings, posters, removed
From Subhash Chowk, Ghantaghar Chowk and Niharika area

Mainpur, Apr 19: A con-
stable named Rizwan
Qureshi, posted in
Amlipadar Police Station,
has turned a Good
Samaritan to the people of
the region, by helping
build a postmortem facili-
ty with the help of public
representatives and local
citizens. The people of the
region along with repre-

sentatives of the village
Panchayat willingly do-
nated building materials
and others products under
the leadership of Qureshi
to build the first post-
mortem unit of the re-
gion.

According to informa-
tion, people of around 32
villages of the Block, had
to carry their dead to ei-
ther Mainpur or Devbhog,
in an  untoward distance
of 40-70 kilometers to con-

duct autopsy and other
preliminary investiga-
tions. In many instances
the relatives of the dead
had to spend nights with
the corpse, if the destina-
tion was not reached on
time. The establishment of
the post-mortem facility
has brought great relief to
many people of the region
who used to face a night-
mare in carrying their
dead for post-mortem.
Meanwhile policing in the

region has become a mark
of respect, with people
praising the constable in
social media platforms.
Here it also needs a men-
tion that ex Station In
charge of Amlipadar,
Satyendra Singh Shyam is
the real mentor of the
postmortem facility, as
this was his initiation,
which was led forward by
constable Rizwan, after
the transfer of the Station
In charge.

Constable creates autopsy
facility in Amlipadar 

 Through community
service mode

Anwari, Apr 19:

A total of 8 girl students
from Government High
School Koliyari of Anwari
were distributed cycles
under state government’s
Saraswati Cycle Yojana,
which is novel initiative of
the state government to
unite girls with education.

The girls on receiving
bi-cycles were very happy
and said that now they will
not be facing any problems
in going to School and
back. On this occasion
BCC Bhakhara President
and School Management
Committee Raju Sahu ex-
tended greetings to the stu-
dents and said that girls
are ahead in the field of
education compared to
boys and added that it is

the chain which links both
the tyres of the bicycle, in
the same way it is the
Education which shapes
one’s future.

He said that with girls
coming foward in the field
of education, they would
realise the very sentiment
of ‘Nnari Padhegi, Vikas
Gahdegi’ and School is one
such institution through
which one can achieve
anything in life. Majority

of girl students were un-
able to go to school, due to
lack of conveyance facility
and long distance and
therefore they were dis-
tributed bi-cycles.

On this occasion Head of
School- Geeta Sahu, mem-
ber Dr Gaindlal Sahu,
Kuleshwar Sahu,
Ramratan Sahu, Domar
Sahu, Vikas Sahu, Vinay
Sahu, Yogeshwari Sahu,
Bhanumati Sahu, Panch,

teaching staff and cycle
distribution in-charge KK
Kosare, Chandrakant
Baghel, Sandeep Rama,
Lilima Madam, Shikha
Madam, Reena Sahu, Peon
Giriraj Sahu and students
in large number were
present.

Cycle will solve conveyance problems for girls: Sahu
Eight girl students distributed bi-cycles

KKoonnttaa,,  AApprr  1199::  

Health camp was organized in
Jagargunda of Konta block.  In
which villagers from nearby
villages including Jagargunda
came and took advantage of
health services.  A total of 639
patients were benefitted in the
health camp Jagargunda.  

In which 214 patients were
found with seasonal and other
diseases, total 73 of Ayurveda,
48 with eye disorders, 2
patients of high blood pressure

and diabetic patients were
given health benefits. Apart
from this, health workers like
doctors, nurses etc. present in
the camp motivated the vil-
lagers to keep their surround-
ings clean by telling the impor-
tance of cleanliness.  Women
and children were taught to
provide nutritious and bal-
anced diet.  Glasses were dis-
tributed to 30 villagers in the
camp.  Along with this, 304
Ayushman Bharat card holders
were registered.

Health camp 
organized in Jagargunda

Kharora, Apr 19:

Playing the lead role of
saving lives of many
through blood donation the
institution ‘Sanjeevani
Rakt Data Sangh’ (SRDS) is
taking constant efforts to-
wards religious, creative
and social fields. This insti-
tution has carved an identi-
ty for itself as voluntary in-
stitution carrying the serv-
ices of sacred blood dona-
tion without asking for
anything in return and the
inclination of service of
SRDS cannot be ignored.

SRDS is associated with
blood donation for almost a
decade back and getting in-
fluenced with this institu-
tion, they are creating
awareness about blood do-
nation in Tilda-Newara
block along Balodabazar,
Dharshiwa VS area and
other places. President

SRDS Omprakash Singh
Chouhan, who is himself
physically disabled from
leg and uses crutches to
walk, as acted as source of
inspiration for others by
acting motivator for the so-
ciety. Earning a livelihood
through a small trade,
Omprakash is playing role
of motivator for the society.
Dedicated with cause of
selfless service, every
member of SRDS meets up

his own expenditure and
takes out his valuable time
to provide such sacred
work and services to the so-
ciety. SRDS known among
society, but still unheard in
administrative circle:
SRDS has carved an identi-
ty for itself in the social, re-
ligious and creative field
through various activities
and earned lot of success.
But it is still not known
among the administrative
circle.

At one place where the
local administration in-
vites people associated
with voluntary institutions
or social organisation, but
SRDS playing prominent

role in social field has
never being appreciated or
brought into platform for
discussions on social is-
sues and is still a name un-
heard in administrative
circles.

President SRDS OS
Chouhan said that his in-
stitution is surging ahead
on part of social service
speedily and when it comes
to administrative mind-set
it is something which one
cannot change and is pure-
ly dependent upon their
outlook. He said that ren-
dering social services is the
basic cause of SRDS and it
is by working with dedica-
tion that every member of
SRDS is creating aware-
ness about blood donation.

SRDS priority is social
work at ground-level:
Chouhan

President SRDS
Omprakash Singh

Chouhan said that the in-
stitution believes in work
with commitment and does
not believe in politics of
making tall claims without
offering anything.
Chouhan said that even
though the path of hard
work is always tough, but
the results are always
favourable and permanent.
It is for this reason that
Sanjeevani Rakta Datta
Sangh (SRDS) is surging
ahead towards it objective
with firmness and positivi-
ty, he added.

SRDS creating awareness about blood donation among youth

Omprakash Singh
Chouhan

 President SRDS
despite being
‘divyang’ has never
taken it lightly

KKoorriiyyaa,,  AApprr  1199:: The Advisor Jal
Jeewan Mission Niti Aayog
Ramesh Choubey conducted
inspection in Gram Katgodi and
remote village Podi under
Sonhat block headquarters
here on Sunday. Under this
mission, water is being sup-
plied to all the houses in Gram
Podi and Usnapara of Gram
Katgodi through ‘solar yojana’.
Choubey hailed the availability
of pure drinking water  and
meeting the villagers asked
them to make good use of
drinking water and do not
misutilise it. He also suggested
villagers to develop gardening
near tap-water connection, so
that the overflowing water

instead of going into drains
gets utilised in gardening and
villagers will get farming, veg-
etables. He appealed villagers
to ensure better water man-
agement and make active par-
ticipation in Swachchata
Samitis.

Ramesh Choubey
conducts inspection

Fingeshwar, Apr 19: 

on the occasion of Lord
Mahavir Janm Kalyanak
Mahotsav, various pro-
grammes were organized
here by the subordinate
circles in the premises of
Shwetambar Jain Temple.
Various programs were
held by Veera Group,
under the leadership of
Abha Bangani and the ef-
forts of Shreya Bhansali,
Khushi Bangani,
Chandan Tatiya and oth-
ers.

Of the various competi-
tions held, in drawing
competition junior group
Ayush Jain stood first, fol-
lowed by Ananya Jain and
in senior group Aditi
Pahadiya stood first fol-
lowed by Sonal Chopda. In
Rangoli competition,
Mayuri Bangani stood

first followed by Aditi
Pahadiya. In Gawli com-
petition, in junior catego-
ry Jini Bafna stood first,
followed by Jhuna
Golcha, whereas in the
senior group Nivi

Bangani stood first fol-
lowed by Ritika Parakh.
Same way in Origami
competition, Poonam
Golcha stood first, fol-
lowed by Mayuri Bangani
and Sonal Chopda. In cra-

dle decoration competi-
tion, Nidhi Bafna stood
first, followed by Poonam
Glocha and Jyoti
Bangani. Aditi Pahdaiya
participated in major all
the competitions held,
and was awarded with
‘Most Talented Award’ by
Veera Group.

In Kavi Samelan, Bavya
Golcha stood first in jun-
ior group, followed by
Dinesh Golcha and Shubh
Jhabak among Men’s
Group, and Garima
Bhandari and Ayushi
Golcha in Women’s group.
In solo dance competition,
Akruti Borudiya stood
first followed by Arya
Duggad and Avni Raisoni,
whereas in group dance,
Dharmik Pathshala group
stood first, followed by
Aham Bahumandal
sawani and group.

Various prog mark Lord Mahavir
‘Janm Kalyanak Mahotsav’



SAND MINING

People are allegedly engaged in sand mining activities in the river Ganga despite a
ban by the Bihar government, in Patna, Tuesday.

J&K’s security situation better
than before: DGP

Jammu, Apr 19 (PTI):

Asserting that Jammu
and Kashmir’s security sit-
uation is much better than
before, DGP Dilbag Singh
on Tuesday said militants
are being “neutralised”
within the shortest possi-
ble time of committing an
act of terror.

Terror groups and their
handlers in Pakistan are
hurt by the peaceful atmos-
phere in Jammu and
Kashmir which is evident
from the increased at-
tempts to smuggle weapons
from across the border and
replacing local stooges
with Pakistani terrorists,
he said.

“The security situation
is far better than before
and counter-insurgency
operations are being car-
ried out successfully on a

daily basis. There is no
doubt that terror elements
are doing their actions but
those involved in such at-
tacks are being identified
and neutralised soon,” the
director general of police
(DGP) told reporters at
Palli village in Samba dis-
trict. Lt Governor Manoj
Sinha along with the police
chief visited Palli panchay-
at, the venue of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
visit on National

Panchayat Day on April 24,
to oversee the arrange-
ments. Asked about the re-
cent spurt in terror at-
tacks, including the latest
killing of a Railway
Protection Force (RPF) per-
sonnel in south Kashmir’s
Pulwama district and own-
ing of the attack by two ter-
ror groups, he said, they
are all basically Lashar-e-
Taiba (LeT) affiliates who
are indulging in such activ-
ities on the directions from
their handlers across the
border. It is like mushroom
growth in the rainy season.
Such types of groups have
no existence on ground
and one action is claimed
by four groups. We are
alive to the situation and
those actually involved are
being identified and we are
hopeful neutralising them
soon, he said.
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BRIEF

Rescued
i Panaji: Twelve peo-

ple were rescued off
the beaches of Goa
during the long
weekend, officials
said. A spokesperson
said eight people in
the 26-34 age group
were rescued off
Palolem beach in
south Goa after their
kayaks overturned
in the sea. They were
rescued from rocks
by the agency’s
Sameer Kankonkar
and Praveen
Sangekar, he added.
A 23-year-old man
was rescued in Cola
beach, while in
Dudhsagar Falls boy
from Punjab was res-
cued who jumped
into water.

Appointed
i Jammu: In a “signif-

icant move”, the
Jammu and Kashmir
government appoint-
ed Suraj Singh, a vi-
sually impaired ad-
vocate, as govern-
ment counsel for de-
fending cases before
the Jammu and
Kashmir High Court
here. An official
spokesman termed
the decision a signifi-
cant move towards
ensuring equal op-
portunities of
growth and develop-
ment to specially
abled who are inte-
gral to societal
progress and pros-
perity. There has
been a persistent de-
mand of specially
abled persons.

Alleges
i Bhubaneswar: A

man, who was picked
up by the police here
in connection with a
case of theft died al-
legedly in police cus-
tody and his wife has
alleged that he was
tortured in custody.
The middle aged
man, a vegetable ven-
dor and father of
four children, died.
The man’s wife said
though he limped, he
was healthy. My hus-
band died due to tor-
ture in the police sta-
tion. He had no in-
volvement in any
theft case. She said
that her husband
was picked up by the
police.

Nabbed
i Noida: The Special

Task Force (STF) of
the Uttar Pradesh
Police said it has ar-
rested an alleged
criminal who had es-
caped from a court in
2019 and was hiding
in Gujarat. Sunil
(42), alias Sawal, had
been living under a
fake identity in
Gujarat and prior to
that he had taken
refuge in Madhya
Pradesh since fleeing
UP, the STF said. He
was held by the
Noida unit of the
STF from Gujarat
and brought to
Bulandshahr, where
the FIR was lodged
against him.

Held
i Chandigarh: The in-

telligence wing of the
Punjab Police arrest-
ed two close aides of
fugitive gangster
turned terrorist
Arshdeep Singh alias
Arsh Dalla and
claimed to have
thwarted possible ef-
forts of foreign-based
anti-national elements
to disturb the peace
and tranquillity of the
state. Those arrested
have been identified
as Harsh Kumar and
Raghav, both residents
of Kot Ise Khan in
Moga district. Police
recovered foreign
made MP-5 gun and 44
live rounds from their
possession.

Kolkata, Apr 19 (PTI):

West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata
Banerjee is best suited to
lead the opposition front
in the 2024 Lok Sabha elec-
tions, while a section of
Congress leaders is more
interested in fighting
among themselves instead
of taking on the BJP,
Trinamool Congress
leader Ripun Bora claimed
on Tuesday.

Bora, the former presi-
dent of Congress’ Assam
unit who joined the TMC
on Sunday, alleged that
several leaders of the
Congress were working in
connivance with the BJP
in the Northeastern state.

“The BJP is a threat to
Constitution, democracy,
and moreover to our coun-
try’s economy,” he told PTI
in an interview.

“The Congress being the
grand old party, should
have led the fight against
the BJP. But unfortunately,
its leaders in various
states are fighting against
each other rather than
fighting the BJP,” he said.

Bora, who took over as
the chief of the Assam
Congress in 2016, claimed
that he was able to bring
the party to a position
where people expected it to
form the government in
the state in the 2021 assem-
bly elections.

However, “people lost
faith in us” due to infight-
ing, he said.

“I was Assam Congress
president from 2016 to
2021. I tried my best to
bring back the party to
power. But a section of
senior leaders was fight-
ing in such a way among
themselves that the people
got demoralised. I tried my
best by forming a grand al-
liance. Presently there is
no opposition in Assam,”
he said.

Bora, a Congress mem-
ber since his student days

in 1976, said he joined the
TMC as it was ideological-
ly the same as the
Congress.

“The difference lies only
in the approach of fighting
the BJP,” he said.

“The way the TMC led
by Mamata Banerjee ag-
gressively fought the BJP
has been lauded across the
country,” he said.

Bora said he left the
Congress as he did not
want to waste his energy
in the party.

“I no longer wanted to
waste my energy in
Congress which in Assam
is least interested in fight-
ing the BJP. I have joined
the TMC to build a strong
opposition against the BJP
in Assam,” he said, adding
that he did not switch
camps to get a Rajya
Sabha berth.

‘Mamata best suited to lead opposition’ 

Ripun Bora

p Congress busy with
infighting: Ripun Bora

Dilbag Singh

Kochi, Apr 19 (PTI):

The Kerala High Court
on Tuesday declined to in-
terfere with the decision of
a Christian woman to
marry a Muslim DYFI
leader, a decision which
stirred up a political storm
in the state after her rela-
tives alleged “love jihad”, as
she categorically told the
court that she has not been
illegally detained and she
was not interested in speak-
ing to her family at present.
A bench of Justices VG
Arun and CS Sudha after
interacting with the
woman, Jyotsna Mary
Joseph, said, “She has cate-

gorically stated she has de-
cided to marry Shejin
(DYFI leader) out of her
own free will and not under
any compulsion.

“She has also stated that
as of now she was not inter-
ested in interacting with
her parents or family and
will do so at a later stage,”
the court noted in its order.

It also told the woman’s
family that she has said she
intended to visit them after
her marriage, for which an
application under the
Special Marriage Act has
been moved and is pending
consideration, and not be-
fore that. The bench told the
family that while it under-
stands their concerns, their
daughter was a 26-year-old
woman, who was a nurse in
Saudi Arabia, and capable
of making her own deci-
sions.

Kerala HC declines to interfere
with interfaith relationship

Sringeri, Apr 19 (PTI):

Karnataka Chief
Minister Basavaraj
Bommai on Tuesday dis-
missed the allegations that
innocent people are being
held in connection with the
Hubballi violence and said
arrests were made based on
evidence. “No innocent per-

son has been arrested.
Based on evidences, people
have been arrested,”
Bommai told reporters at
Menase helipad in the tem-
ple town of Sringeri.

The Chief Minister said
no one involved in the vio-
lence will be spared and the
government will ensure
that they are punished.

‘No innocent person held
over Hubballi violence’

Karnataka CM seeks blessings at Sri Bharatiya Tirtha
Swamiji of Shankarapith in Sringeri on Tuesday.

Panaji, Apr 19 (PTI):

As a marine pollution
control response, three
more pollution control
vessels (PCVs) will be
added to the Indian Coast
Guard’s (ICG) fleet, Union
Defence Secretary Ajay
Kumar said on Tuesday.

Speaking to reporters
on the sidelines of the 8th
National Pollution
Response Exercise cur-
rently taking place in Goa,
Kumar said that India is
also willing to help friend-
ly countries in upgrading
their capabilities.

Around 19 friendly
countries are participat-
ing in the exercise.

The Union government
is continuously trying to
upgrade the ICG’s capabil-

ities to face pollution haz-
ards in the ocean.

Today, the Indian Coast
Guard is capable of han-
dling the highest level of
oil spills in this region,
which is 700 tonnes and
above. Only a few coun-
tries in the world have
this capability, Kumar
said.

Currently, the ICG has
two dedicated vessels for

pollution response, while
three more will be added
to its fleet to enhance its
capability, he said.

The Indian Ocean is one
of the busiest routes in
the world and half of the
trade takes place in the re-
gion, the senior official
said, adding that oil explo-
ration has also increase
and accidents can happen
anywhere.

Indian Coast Guard to get three
more pollution control vessels

ICG pollution control vessel in Goa.

Kolkata, Apr 19 (PTI):

India, especially West
Bengal could deepen its
people-to-people ties with
neighbour Bangladesh,
said Ambassador Riva
Ganguly Das, former
Secretary-East in the
Ministry of External
Affairs, while pointing out
that in the official domain,
collaboration between the
two governments had been
strengthened significantly
in all areas, in recent
years.

Ganguly Das in an inter-
action with PTI on
Tuesday, suggested that
there can be joint theatri-
cal productions and bal-
lets, collaborative writing
of books and works on
Rabindranath Tagore be-
tween people who share a
common culture and lan-

guage. With a 4,096-km-
long border, it is quite nat-
ural that there will be is-
sues between India and
Bangladesh. But many
complicated problems
have been resolved. Both
countries now work to-
gether in many sectors in-
cluding connectivity.

But there is not much
public awareness regard-

ing the collaboration and
only issues such as border
shoot-outs and illegal im-
migration are highlighted,
she told PTI.

Ganguly Das, who
served as India’s High
Commissioner to Dhaka
before taking up her as-
signment as Secretary-
East, said that deeper cul-
tural ties will help in re-
moving misconceptions
and stereotypes that peo-
ple of both Bangladesh
and India, especially West
Bengal harbour towards
each other.

An average educated
Bangladeshi looks to India
and says we are blood
brothers. He or she ac-
knowledges India’s role in
their country’s liberation,
just as we acknowledge
the gallantry shown by
Bangladesh’s freedom

fighters. However, there
will always be discordant
notes which can be isolat-
ed through frequent cul-
tural exchanges, she said.

One Bangladeshi top
Naval officer’s wife once
told me she goes to
Kolkata to watch first-day-
first-show of almost all
movies. People come from
there for education, med-
ical treatment and even to
shop as it should be, be-
tween neighbours.
Similarly, many Indians do
business or study medi-
cine in Bangladesh, she
said.

However, with both
parts of Bengal sharing a
common history for thou-
sands of years, their pres-
ent-day relationship
should be much more vi-
brant, the former diplomat
said.

‘India-Bangladesh cultural ties must deepen’

Ambassador Riva Ganguly Das

Kolkata, Apr 19 (PTI):

Perked up by the re-
sults of the bypoll to
the Ballygunge assem-
bly seat in which the
party came second, the
CPI(M) is asserting that
it is the only alternative
to the Mamata
B a n e r j e e - l e d
Trinamool Congress in
West Bengal.

CPI(M) central com-
mittee member Sujan
Chakraborty said that
an idea doing the
rounds that the Left
Front has become irrel-
evant in West Bengal is
fading fast.

The CPI(M)-led Left
Front, which could not
win a single seat in the
2021 assembly elections
in the state, sees a glim-
mer of hope in the re-
sults of the recent elec-
tions in the state, be it
for municipalities or
assembly bypolls,
wherein many places it
came second, leaving
the BJP behind.

“An idea that the Left
has become irrelevant

in West Bengal politics
was doing the rounds.
People are slowly real-
ising that functionally
Left is the only alterna-
tive to the present
regime in West
Bengal,” Chakraborty
told PTI.

BJP, which had won
77 seats in the assembly
elections, is the only op-
position party having
representation in the
House.

“People are realising
that in real sense what
is meant by opposition
on issues of employ-

ment, law and order, etc
is shown by the Left,”
he said, adding that
this was, however, not
being reflected in the
electoral process.

Chakraborty said
that the recent elec-
tions, including the mu-
nicipal polls in the state
and the assembly by-
elections, were testimo-
ny to the Left Front re-
gaining its relevance in
West Bengal politics.

The Left Front was
runner-up to the TMC
in 65 wards in the 144-
ward Kolkata
Municipal Corporation
election held in
December last year in
which the TMC record-
ed a landslide victory.

However, when it was
pointed out to him that
the CPI(M) candidate
came third in the
Asansol Lok Sabha seat
by-election which was
held on the same day as
the Ballygunge assem-
bly segment bypoll on
April 12, Chakraborty
claimed that the polls
there was a farce.

“Additionally, bina-
ries were created over
religion and regional-
ism in the Asansol elec-
tion with the narrative
that TMC and the BJP
are the only opponents
of each other,” he said.

“On day to day issues
related to people’s
struggle, the Left is
moving as the real op-
position,” he said,
adding that in the re-
cent elections in the
state, “electoral signifi-
cance” of the Left is
being felt.

From just 5.61 per
cent of the vote share
in Ballygunge in 2021
assembly elections, the
CPIM) candidate
notched up over 30 per
cent of the votes polled
in the by-election, leav-
ing behind the BJP, to
come up to the second
position.

The CPI(M) last won
from the Ballygunge
seat in south Kolkata in
2001 and secured the
third position behind
TMC and BJP in the
2021 elections.

CPI(M) sees hope in Ballygunge bypoll results

Sujan Chakraborty

Katihar, Apr 19 (PTI):

Union minister Giriraj
Singh has alleged that the
recent attacks on Ram
Navami processions at a
number of places across
the country flew in the
face of the “claims of
Ganga Jamuni Tehzeeb”
(composite culture of
India). The firebrand BJP
leader said the country
did not object to the con-
struction of new mosques
post-Independence and
“multifold rise in the pop-
ulation of Muslims” in
the country despite large-
scale demolition of tem-
ples in Pakistan where
Hindus faced near-extinc-
tion, and warned that
“now, patience is running
out”. Singh made the
provocative remarks
while talking to reporters
in this north Bihar dis-
trict. He was venting his
spleen over remarks of
AIMIM chief Asaduddin
Owaisi and “secular

politicians with Jinnah’s
DNA” that Hindus should
avoid venturing into
Muslim-dominated locali-
ties to avoid communal
flare-ups while taking out
religious processions.

“Where will Ram
Navami processions taken
out if not in this country?
In Pakistan, Bangladesh
and Afghanistan? Had
processions of any other
faith been attacked lead-
ers like Rahul Gandhi and
the ailing (RJD president)

Lalu Prasad would have
hit the streets for their po-
litical tourism,” said the
Union minister who re-
mains in news for his
acerbic utterances.

Singh, the MP from
Bihar’s Begusarai, ex-
pressed outrage over inci-
dents like attacks on po-
lice officials at Hubli in
Karnataka and at
Jahangirpuri in Delhi
which have witnessed
communal violence 
recently.

‘Will Ram Navami processions
be taken out in Pakistan’

Union minister Giriraj Singh in Katihar.
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COVID-19 TESTING SITE

A COVID-19 testing site stands on a Brooklyn street corner in New York City, US amid rise in cases.

BRIEF

Voids
Miami: A federal
judge in Florida,US
struck down a nation-
al mask mandate on
airplanes and mass
transit, and airlines
and airports swiftly
began repealing their
requirements that
passengers wear face
coverings. The judge’s
decision freed air-
lines, airports and
mass transit systems
to make their own de-
cisions about mask re-
quirements, resulting
in a mix of responses.
The major airlines
switched to a mask op-
tional policy, with
some eliciting cheers
from passengers.

Declares
Johannesburg:
South African
President Cyril
Ramaphosa has de-
clared a national
state of disaster and
announced a range
of measures to re-
spond to the rain-
triggered devastat-
ing floods in which
over 400 people have
died, dozens are still
missing and more
than 40,000 left home-
less across the
coastal province of
KwaZulu-Natal
(KZN). The new state
of disaster follows
just a fortnight after
Ramaphosa an-
nounced the end of
one that was im-
posed for over two
years.

Hurt
Quetta: Nearly a
dozen people have
been injured in
protests that started
last week after a car
driver was allegedly
killed by security offi-
cials for not stopping
at a checkpost in
Pakistan’s restive
Balochistan province.
A car driver was al-
legedly killed by law
enforcement officers
after he speed away
without permission
from a checkpost in
Nokkundi and
Dalbandin areas of
the province. The inci-
dent brought wide-
spread condemnation
and scores started
protesting and de-
manded justice.

Thieves
Brasilia: A group of
criminals with high-
powered rifles
stormed a city in
Brazil’s southern
Parana state, attempt-
ing a brazen robbery
and engaging police in
a shootout. Local
media reported that
the roughly 30 crimi-
nals were targeting an
armored vehicle
transport company,
and several people
were injured. Parana
state’s security secre-
tariat didn’t immedi-
ately answer an
emailed request for
comment nor respond
to phone calls.
Security forces are
hunting those bandits.

Alligator
Venice: Sheriff ’s
deputies captured
video of a large alliga-
tor crawling through
a front yard in Florida
before making its way
into a community
lake. The video was
taken in Venice,
Florida, the Sarasota
County Sheriff ’s
Office said in a
Facebook post.
Deputies estimated
the gator to be about
10 feet long (3 meters).
The sheriff ’s office no-
tified the Florida Fish
and Wildlife
Conservation
Commission. They
also warned neigh-
bors to be on alert be-
cause the alligator
sauntered down.

Kyiv, Apr 19 (AP):

Russian forces attacked
along a broad front in east-
ern Ukraine on Tuesday as
part of a full-scale ground
offensive to take control of
the country’s eastern in-
dustrial heartland in what
Ukrainian officials called a
‘new phase of the war.’

Ukraine’s General Staff
said Russian forces are fo-
cusing their efforts on tak-
ing full control of the
Donbas region. ‘The occu-
piers made an attempt to

break through our defenses
along nearly the entire
frontline,’ the General Staff
said early Tuesday.

The stepped-up assaults
began along a front of more
than 300 miles (480 kilome-
ters), focused on the
Donbas regions of Donetsk
and Luhansk, with the
Russian forces trying to ad-
vance in several sections,
including from the neigh-
boring Kharkiv region. In
southern Donetsk, the
General Staff said the
Russian military has con-

tinued to blockade and
shell the strategic port city
of Mariupol and fire mis-
siles at other cities.

Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy said
in a video address that a
‘significant part of the en-
tire Russian army is now
concentrated on this offen-
sive.’ Moscow-backed sepa-
ratists have been fighting
Ukrainian forces for eight
years in the mostly
Russian-speaking Donbas
and have declared two inde-
pendent republics that
have been recognized by
Russia. Russia has declared
the capture of the Donbas
to be its main goal in the
war since its attempt to
seize the capital, Kyiv,
failed. ‘No matter how
many Russian troops are
driven there, we will fight,’
Zelenskyy vowed. ‘We will
defend ourselves.’ Troops
battled in the streets of
Kreminna before Russia
was able to gain control of
the city, according to Serhiy
Haidai, Luhansk regional
military administrator.

Russia forces attacking along
broad east front of Ukraine

Russian military vehicles move on a highway in an area
controlled by Russian-backed separatist forces near
Mariupol.

Washington, Apr 19 (AP):

The Biden administra-
tion announced it is bar-
ring anti-satellite missile
testing by the United
States, a move that White
House officials say is
meant to underscore its
hopes of establishing new
norms for military action
in space.

The US has sharply crit-
icised Russia and China
for conducting anti-satel-
lite missile tests, although
it also used an interceptor
missile fired from a US
Navy warship more than
14 years ago to destroy a
malfunctioning spy satel-
lite.

The issue is one that’s
taken on greater urgency
after Russia in November
launched a missile to de-
stroy a defunct Soviet-era
satellite. Vice President
Kamala Harris criticised

the Russian action as an
irresponsible act.

The strike created more
than 1,500 pieces of space
debris that increased risk
to US and Russian astro-
nauts aboard the
International Space
Station and China’s
Tiangong space station,
according to US Space
Command.

Harris, who chairs the
White House National
Space Council, planned to
discuss the US commit-
ment to bar anti-satellite
missile testing and estab-
lishing norms for space
during a speech at
Vandenberg Space Force
Base on the central coast
of California, according to
the White House.

The Russian test oc-
curred as it was massing
troops ahead of its latest
invasion of Ukraine. The
more than seven-week-old
war has left thousands
dead and has caused to US
and its allies to hit Russia
with massive economic
sanctions.

A similar weapons test
by China in 2007 also re-
sulted in widespread de-
bris.

The long-lived debris
created by these tests now
threaten satellites and
other space objects that
are vital to all nations’ se-
curity, economic, and sci-
entific interests, and in-
creases risk to astronauts
in space, the White House
said. Overall, these tests
jeopardize the long-term
sustainability of outer
space and imperil the ex-
ploration and use of space
by all nations.

White House commits to barring anti-satellite missile tests

Graphic shows missile hitting a satellite.

Dili, Apr 19 (AP):

Voters in East Timor
chose a president in a
runoff Tuesday between
former independence fight-
ers who’ve blamed each
other for years of political
paralysis.

Nobel Peace Prize laure-
ate Jose Ramos-Horta had a
commanding lead in the
election’s first round but
failed to exceed 50% of the
votes and avoid the runoff.
Ramos-Horta received
46.6%, incumbent President
Francisco ‘Lu Olo’ Guterres
won 22.1% and 14 other can-
didates split the rest of the
votes in the March 19 elec-
tion.

Ramos-Horta, 72, and
Guterres, 67, were resist-
ance figures during

Indonesia’s occupation of
East Timor. More than 76%
of the votes last month went
to resistance-era figures,
showing how much they
dominate politics after two

decades despite younger
voices emerging.

Polls closed at 3 pm and
vote-counting began at 1,200
polling centers across the
tiny country.

East Timor chooses Prez in
runoff amid political feud

Incumbent East Timorese President Francisco Guterres
shows his inked finger after casting his ballot in Dili, East
Timor on Tuesday.

Karbala Apr 19 (AFP):

Envisioned as a lush
fortress against worsening
desertification and sand
storms, the “green belt” of
Iraq’s Karbala stands as a
wilted failure. Sixteen years
after its inception, only a
fraction of the 76-kilometre
(47-mile) crescent-shaped
strip of greenery has mate-
rialised, though the years
proved a deep need for pro-
tection against mounting
environmental challenges.

Eucalyptus, olive groves
and date palms first took
root in 2006 as part of a plan
for tens of thousands of the
trees to form a green protec-
tive shield around the city
in central Iraq.

“We were very happy be-
cause the green belt would
be an effective bulwark
against dust,” said Hatif
Sabhan al-Khazali, a native

of Karbala — one of Iraq’s
Shiite holy cities that at-
tracts millions of pilgrims
every year.

Iraq’s host of environ-
mental problems, including
drought and desertification,
threaten access to water
and livelihoods across the
country.

But nowadays, the south-
ern axis of Karbala’s green

belt is only about 26 kilome-
tres long while the northern
axis of the 100-metre (328
feet) wide strip is even
shorter, at 22 kilometres.
Irrigation is sparse. No one
pulls out the weeds any-
more. Branches of the
stunted olive trees sway be-
tween date palms — symbol-
ic of Iraq — that struggle to
grow. “The construction

was stopped,” said Nasser
al-Khazali, a former mem-
ber of the Karbala provin-
cial council.

He blamed “lack of inter-
est from the central govern-
ment and local authorities,”
saying: “The funding didn’t
follow.”

According to him, only
nine billion dinars ($6 mil-
lion) was spent on the
northern axis, out of the
originally planned 16 billion
dinars. “Negligence” is how
Hatif Sabhan al-Khazali ex-
plains the fate of the green
belt project.

It’s a frequent refrain —
along with “financial mis-
management” — on the lips
of many Iraqis and was a
driving factor behind near-
nationwide protests against
graft, crumbling public
services and unemploy-
ment that shook the coun-
try in 2019.

Iraqi green belt neglected in faltering climate fight

View of a palm and olive grove in the green belt area of Karbala.

Bogota, Apr 19 (AP):

Colombian presidential
front-runner Gustavo
Petro pledged that he will
not expropriate private
property if he wins the
nation’s presidency this
year as critics in the
South American country
accuse the leftist candi-
date of wanting to make
radical changes to the
country’s economy.

Petro made the elec-
toral promise in a public
notary in Bogota, where
he signed a document that
said that ‘nothing or no-
body will be expropriated’
if he becomes president.
In the document, Petro
said he was obliged to
make the unusual pledge,
because his campaign has
been tarnished by ‘lies

and fear mongering.’
‘The campaign for pro-

found and true change in
Colombia is being at-
tacked constantly with ru-
mors and misinforma-
tion,’ the document read.
‘With clarity, I affirm that
my proposal to transform
this country is not based
on, or includes any kind
of expropriation.’

As the presidential race
in Colombia enters its

final month, Petro’s oppo-
nents have accused him of
wanting to implement
economic policies similar
to those of Hugo Chavez.
The former Venezuelan
president nationalized
dozens of industries,
eroded the independence
of his country’s central
bank and imposed ex-
change controls as he
vastly increased the gov-
ernment’s role in the
economy. In recent years,
almost two million
Venezuelans have fled to
Colombia to escape their
country’s economic trou-
bles — including hyperin-
flation and the lowest
wages in South America
— which makes compar-
isons to Venezuela rele-
vant among many voters
in Colombia.

Colombian candidate says he
won’t nationalize property

New York, Apr 19 (PTI):

In commemoration of
India’s 75 years of independ-
ence, the Indian Consulate
here in collaboration with a
city-based cultural organi-
sation and a children’s mu-
seum commenced a week-
long celebration involving a
plethora of activities, in-
cluding traditional paint-
ings, music and storytelling,
that honour the history of
India’s people, culture and
achievements.

The Consulate General of
India in New York, The
Culture Tree and the
Children’s Museum of
Manhattan (CMOM) kicked-
off the special activities and
interactive programming

that aim to celebrate the di-
versity of India and its peo-
ple through dance, music,
literature, puppetry, drama,
food and art, The Culture
Tree said in a statement.

We are extremely excited
to bring a celebration on
India to all the children and
their families in New York.
We are committed to cele-
brating freedom, culture
and achievements of India
in all these years, said
Consul General Randhir
Jaiswal while launching the
India@75 in New York, a
worldwide celebration com-
memorating the 75th an-
niversary of India’s inde-
pendence.

He lauded the partner-
ship with the Children’s

Museum and The Culture
Tree to celebrate India in
this milestone year.

Anu Sehgal, founder and
President of The Culture
Tree that provides South
Asian-themed classes and
programmes, said that
through these events, we
can offer cross-cultural ex-
posure that can help shape
knowledgeable, open-mind-
ed and respectful individu-
als, while also offering ways
in which children and fami-
lies from the diaspora can
connect with and celebrate
their heritage. Emphasising
that children learn about
themselves by learning
about others, Director,
Public Programmes &
Curator of Contemporary

Art at CMOM David Rios
said that: programmes like
India at 75’ and our many
other celebrations give fami-
lies wonderful opportunities
to both share their cultural
practices and learn about
those enjoyed by their
friends and neighbours. The
various activities, that will
run through April 24, in-
clude fabric prints and tex-
tile design in the traditional
symbols, colours, and fab-
rics of India, eco-friendly ar-
chitecture, art creation in-
spired by Warli painting
using crayons, markers, and
chalk with guest artist
Kavita Rajput sharing tips
for making art inspired by
Warli painting, story-telling
and puppet shows.

Week-long activities to celebrate
India@75 launched in US

Athens, Apr 19 (AFP):

As a group of senior
Greek coastguard officers
sat down for a routine
video call last June, the
meeting opened with femi-
cide jokes.

“I told my wife, you bet-
ter behave or I’m getting a
pilot’s licence. She froze!”
sniggered one officer in a
video leaked this month by
a local news portal after a
Greek helicopter pilot
murdered his wife last
May.

“That’s the way to teach
them, my friend,” replied
another participant.

“Didn’t all little girls
want to marry pilots when
they were young?”
laughed a third officer.

The men were mocking
the murder of 20-year-old
Briton Caroline Crouch by
her Greek husband, Babis

Anagnostopoulos, as she
slept.

For over a month, he
tried to present it as a
botched burglary before
confessing to the crime
that sparked outrage in
Greece.

Crouch’s killing was one
of dozens of similar cases
in Greece in recent years,
including the gruesome
rape and killing of
American scientist
Suzanne Eaton on the is-
land of Crete in 2019.

On average, Greece
records 11 femicides per
year, deputy minister for
gender equality, Maria
Syrengela, told parliament
in January. She added that
a special hotline for abuse
complaints had received
nearly 7,000 calls last year.

A belated #MeToo awak-
ening in Greece has shed
more light on abuse of

women in the country.
But Greek activists say

the conservative country
has yet to fully dismantle
traditional, patriarchal at-
titudes that lead to vio-
lence against women,
while many have called for
a separate crime charge
for femicide.

Macho culture has deep
roots in Greece, say
Eleftheria Koumandou
and Eleonora Orfanidou,
co-hosts of an award-win-
ning daily show on Athens
9,84 city radio that regular-
ly addresses social issues
including misogyny and
homophobia. “A young girl
(growing up) in Greece
has centuries of tradition
to deal with,” Orfanidou
told AFP. “Greek educa-
tion, the church and jus-
tice are conservative insti-
tutions built on the patri-
archal model,” she adds.

Greek women confront macho culture fuelling femicides

Gustavo Petro
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Charismatic
As Russia keeps pounding
Ukraine, palpably the world has
entered a more dangerous
phase. The mayhem unleashed
in Ukraine has transformed the
landscape of European security,
which is sure to have its reper-
cussions far and wide. What
started as a smart game of
diplomatic subterfuge by
Vladimir Putin has now turned
into an urban siege. Regardless
of the Russian leader achieving
his desire or not on the battle-
field, it will result in him losing
his image significantly at the
global level, and his success is
likely to yield very little strategic
gain for Russia. Meanwhile,
Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelensky has won the hearts of
the people the world over for his
perseverance and tenacity
amidst the raging war. Not only
has he emerged as a charismat-
ic leader at a time of national
crisis, but he has also galvanized
a large part of the world in his
support. With his speeches and
social media posts challenging
Russia, Zelensky has ignited a
renewed sense of nationalism
amongst Ukrainians that will
make Russia find it difficult to
forcefully occupy or place a pli-
ant government in Kyiv.

RRaannggaannaatthhaann,,  vviiaa  eemmaaiill

Wheat Export
Due to present scenario prevail-
ing in the world due to the war in
Ukraine India had got bulk orders
to export wheat to various and
recently from Egypt. Those were
the days when PM Lal Bahadur
Shastri had to make a call to
observe fast for a day just to save
the foodgrain whereas at present
India is world’s No 2 producer of
the staple. India is the only major
global supplier of wheat at this
point, thanks to massive surplus
stocks at home. The rally in glob-
al prices and a record slump in
the Indian rupee against the dol-
lar also make wheat shipments
attractive to Indian sellers.
Wheat stocks at government
warehouses total 28.27 million
tonnes against a target of 13.8
million tonnes. With another bin-
bursting harvest kicking in from
April, granaries will overflow
from May and June. But econo-
mists say maintaining such a
large, unproductive inventory of
wheat unnecessarily strains
stretched state finances, and the
monoculture also saps the soil of
nutrients.  Also, of late India has
been able to dispel concerns
about the quality of its wheat as
Indian scientists have introduced
many high-protein varieties suit-
able for pasta and pizza dough.
Union Commerce and Industry
Minister Piyush Goyal gave infor-
mation about getting approval to
export wheat to Egypt by tweet-
ing. He tweeted that Indian farm-
ers are feeding the world. Egypt
has approved India as a wheat
supplier. With the world in
search of a reliable alternative
source of sustainable food sup-
ply, the Modi government has
come forward. He further wrote
that our farmers kept the stocks
full and we are ready to serve the
world.

YYaasshh  PP  RRaallhhaann,,  JJaallaannddhhaarr

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

WHAT THEY TWEET!

rraatthhiinn@@EEmmeerrggiinnggRRooyy
I have spent a lot of career
energy establishing weak
theoretical underpinnings
of mainstream macro and

consequent damage to
economies worldwide. But

I’ve always said MMT
belongs in the loony bin.

My fear has come to pass:
A loony demagogue picks it
up and destroys a country.

MMiicchhaaeell@@aapppplleettoonn
Everyone has their preferences, and
no doubt the IPL is the greatest form

of world cricket for many fans. It’s
brought more people into the game
and is quite the spectacle. But my

greatest in world cricket is Test
cricket, almost 150 long years and

seldom so competitive as now.

KKuunnddaann@@KKuunn__SSrriivvaassttaavv
India will sorely need this revivalist
movement years from now when we

realise how we have relentlessly
destroyed our classical architecture,
for uniform glass & cement match-

boxes. High density can be built with
Indian-suited & Indian-derived archi-

tectures too. If we want to...

ssaalliill@@ttrriippaatthhii
I don’t claim to write his-
tory, nor am I a historian,
merely a jolly good fellow.

So yours was a characteris-
tic wide  ball, and since I
play by test cricket rules,
I’ll let it go for four byes,
and not attempt an IPL-

style shot - not worth it. I
play the long game.

bbhhoooosshhaann@@ddooccbbhhoooosshhaann
Sun owns the road till evening.

SSaaddaannaanndd@@ddhhuummee
The sad truth: denial is popular.

Many Indians would rather believe
that India miraculously dodged the
Covid bullet than accept that it lost
millions of lives, in part from negli-
gence. How do you expect honesty

from politicians when people
reward them for dishonesty?

I
n present day politics of India, politicians find it
more convenient to dole out freebies to citizens

rather than reform economy with structural change like
employment for all along with universal basic income
scheme and wealth tax. Several states are spending high
amounts on populist schemes like farm loan waivers
with the GST compensation from the Centre ending in
June, they need to re-prioritise expenditure in accor-
dance with the revenue receipts. In some instances, the
Goods and Services Tax (GST) revenue from the Centre
forms over a fifth of a state’s tax revenue, while they
have been found to be spending on “economically unsus-
tainable” freebies, the report at SBI said. It can be noted
that some states have been demanding an extension of
the GST compensation scheme introduced at the time of
the rollout of the indirect tax regime in 2017 for five
more years. Meanwhile, the report said that the fiscal
situation of states has been a collateral casualty of the
pandemic, as per an analysis of 18 state budgets, which
indicates that the average fiscal deficit as a percentage
of gross state domestic product (GSDP) has been revised
by an upward 0.50 percent to over 4 percent in FY22.
This month, Prime Minister Narendra Modi held a long
meeting with secretaries of the central government
and, among the many concerns raised at the meeting,
the most oft-highlighted one was the poor health of state
finances. Officials told the PM that some Indian states
could go down the same path as Sri Lanka if they did
not discontinue the freebies announced during election
campaigns and manage their finances better. Sri Lanka
is currently facing its worst economic crisis in history.
The public has had to suffer long queues for fuel, cook-
ing gas and essentials, and long hours of power cuts, for
weeks now. After the Fourteenth Finance Commission,
states got a lot more flexibility in spending on develop-
mental activities, but most of their spending went into
populist schemes with slow growth in revenues. A cur-
sory glance at the data on state finances from the
Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG) shows that for
some states, interest payments have grown faster than
revenues in the last five years, creating a debt trap and
making their debt unsustainable. In a report in
November, the Reserve Bank of India (RBI), while re-
viewing states’ budgets, highlighted that the debt-to-
GSDP ratio for 18 states and union territories has grown
to 31.2 percent from 22.6 percent in the last 10 years, end-
ing September 2021. The Fiscal Responsibility and
Budget Management (FRBM) committee headed by for-
mer revenue secretary NK Singh had mandated states to
achieve a debt-to-GSDP ratio of 20 percent by the finan-
cial year 2022-23. The RBI report also said that market
borrowing, which forms the largest component of the
total outstanding debt of states and union territories,
reached 63.6 percent of their GDP by March 2022.
Market borrowing is the loan that governments,
whether central or state, raise by issuing market securi-
ties such as bonds. About a decade or more after it be-
came obvious that gross domestic product calculations
by many states are not even estimates, but aspirations,
the practice shows no signs of easing off. Statistical au-
thorities have got so reconciled to the divergence that
the Central Statistics Office (CSO) produces an internal
document, ‘comparable state domestic product’ for use
by key government agencies. In pandemic-hit FY21,
when the CSO calculated the economy had shrunk by 1.4
percent at current price. Such policies will continue, un-
less employment generation picks up. Indian states are
facing situation of demographic disaster amid climate
change and are forced to rely on freebies as policy.

Fiscal situation

S
tirring up controversy, a Lingayat seer has alleged
that mutts (monasteries) are equally affected due

to rampant corruption prevailing in Karnataka as they
too pay a commission of 30 percent to get the sanc-
tioned grants released for them. Reacting to the state-
ments, Karnataka Chief Minister Basavaraj Bommai
said his government considers the seer’s allegations
“very seriously”. The accusation comes close on the
heels of BJP leader KS Eshwarappa resigning from his
ministerial position after a contractor allegedly died by
suicide in a hotel room in Udupi on 12 April. The allega-
tions come on the heels of an alleged bitcoin scam, that
has already created trouble for the Bommai govern-
ment. The commission culture of corruption in
Karnataka has been bane of India’s silicon valley state.
Last year, India watched in awe as Anti-Corruption
Bureau (ACB) sleuths pulled cash out of a PVC pipe in
the house of a junior engineer in the Public Works
Department in Kalaburagi. People remember fabled
‘contractor-politician’ nexus. But now people are fed up.
As an example, a project costs Rs 100. If a contractor
pays Rs 40, he is left with just Rs 60. That explains why
public infrastructure projects, in many cases, have
quality issues. A minimum of 5 percent is paid to min-
isters before approval of tender and issue of work
order, 5 percent to local elected representatives for
building projects and 10 percent for road works, 25-30
percent to elected representatives before the work be-
gins and another 5-6 percent after completion of works
to obtain the Letter of Credit (LOC) for their bills to be
cleared. The irregularities begin at the time of tender
itself. The most conventional corruption mechanism is
to predetermine the winner of a tender bid. Even
though the lowest bidder has to get the project, the gov-
ernment tweaks rules to accommodate contractors se-
lected by the powers that be even before the tender
process. Another ploy is to convert projects into pack-
ages, clubbing multiple components and escalating the
cost of the project. This means that only bigger contrac-
tors who can afford bigger kickbacks bag the projects.
Also, while bigger contractors get bills cleared even be-
fore they complete the projects, the smaller ones have to
wait 2-3 years. This system eliminates opportunities for
local contractors. People realise that irrespective of po-
litical party in power, they cannot escape commission
culture. Now, Aam Admi Party sees opportunity in
Karnataka.

Commission culture
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A worker hoisted on a cherry picker does maintenance work on a tower at Mandai reservoir in Singapore.

EE  ach time you drag a new item
of clothing into a virtual shop-

ping basket, you may be supporting
an industry responsible for 10 per-
cent of global CO2 emissions, not to
mention widespread social harm.
Fast fashion, the industry trend
which whisks the latest catwalk
designs into stores by way of pollut-
ing factories and sweat shops, is
incompatible with the changes
needed across all sectors to avert
environmental breakdown. So, what
can you do about it?

Before we get into that, though,
Just Stop Oil protesters have
blocked fuel terminals across the UK
in an effort to force the government
to heed expert advice and halt new
oil and gas extraction. You can read
more on the changing nature of cli-
mate activism in a recent issue of
Imagine here.

To really understand how fast
fashion hurts the planet, it helps to
follow the course a single garment
takes. Mark Sumner, a lecturer in
sustainability at the University of
Leeds, charted the journey of a t-
shirt from the field to your
wardrobe. He reported that ‘it takes
one-and-a-half Olympic swimming
pools of water to grow one tonne of
cotton’, and this is often in regions
plagued by drought where farmers
may only have ‘10 to 20 litres of
water a day for washing, cleaning
and cooking’.

‘But the negative impacts only
begin with growing the fibres,’
Sumner says. Spinning and knitting
the cotton into fabric generates 394
million tonnes of CO2 per year, he
estimates. Adding colour to that

fabric uses yet more fresh water,
which is often washed into water-
ways untreated afterwards, harmful
chemicals and tiny fibres included.

‘In Cambodia, for example, where
clothing comprises 88 percent of
industrial manufacturing, the fash-
ion industry is responsible for 60
percent of water pollution,’ Sumner
says. The dyed fabric is washed,
dried and prepared for garment
making. The whole energy-intensive
process costs about 2.6kg of CO2
per t-shirt, ‘the equivalent of driving
14km in a standard passenger car,’
according to Sumner. As you’ve
probably guessed, the environmen-
tal calamity doesn’t end there.

‘Over the past 15 years, clothing
production has doubled while the
length of time we actually wear
these clothes has fallen by nearly 40
percent,’ say Samantha Sharpe,
Monique Retamal and Taylor
Brydges, researchers at University
of Technology Sydney’s Institute for
Sustainable Futures in Australia.
Their recommendation for people
concerned about the fashion indus-
try’s ballooning climate impact is
simple:

‘It would mean each of us cutting
how many new clothes we buy by as
much as 75 percent, buying clothes
designed to last, and recycling
clothes at the end of their lifetime.’

It’s no secret that the fashion
industry takes a toll on the environ-
ment. Take cotton as an example.
Although it’s a textile used in many
clothing items, it’s also the most
pesticide-intensive crop in the
world, and its production seriously
degrades soil quality. What’s more,
it’s an extremely thirsty crop,
requiring about 20,000 litters of
water for an output of one kilogram
(2.2 pounds), the equivalent of just
one T-shirt and one pair of jeans.
‘Alternative’ synthetic fabrics, like
polyester, also wreak havoc on our
planet. Both coal and petroleum are
key ingredients in this fabric, and its
production requires massive
amounts of energy. And since poly-
ester fibres aren’t natural, they
don’t break down. This means that

items made from polyester will sit in
our landfills for hundreds of years.

And for clothing manufacturers
and retailers. ‘It would mean tack-
ling low incomes for the people who
make the clothes, as well as support
measures for workers who could
lose jobs during a transition to a
more sustainable industry,’ they say.

Urgent action is needed to head
off what the team call ‘ultra-fast
fashion’, which is responsible for
‘releasing unprecedented volumes
of new clothes into the market’. It’s
also leaning on some of the most
exploited workers worldwide, in
countries such as Myanmar,
Cambodia, Bangladesh and Vietnam
where garment manufacturing pres-
ents an extreme risk of modern slav-
ery. The concept of slow fashion
borrows heavily from the Slow Food
Movement. Founded by Carlo Petrini
in Italy in 1986, Slow Food links
pleasure and food with awareness
and responsibility. It defends biodi-
versity in our food supply by oppos-
ing the standardisation of taste,
defends the need for consumer
information and protects cultural
identities tied to food. It has
spawned a wealth of other slow
movements. Slow Cities, for exam-
ple, design with slow values but
within the context of a town or city
and a commitment to improve its
citizens’ quality of life.

Sharpe, Retamal and Brydges
propose a movement towards ‘slow
fashion’ as the remedy, buying sec-
ond-hand or renting clothes, priori-
tising clothing quality and classic
styles over fleeting trends and reviv-
ing long-lost skills like mending and
sewing.

Amber Martin-Woodhead, an
assistant professor of human geog-
raphy at Coventry University, has
another recommendation for people
eager to embrace slow fashion:
shrink your wardrobe. During
March, she took part in The Great
Fashion Fast, launched by UK chari-
ty Tearfund. ‘To take part, you
choose ten main items of clothing
(with some exceptions such as
sportswear, underwear and uni-

forms) and wear only these ten
items for the whole month,’ Martin-
Woodhead says. ‘I’ve previously
taken part in UK campaign group
Labour Behind the Label’s Six Items
Challenge, where you only wear six
items over six weeks. As the
research suggests, I found it really
helped me realise just how few
clothes I need.’

If you’d like to do something sim-
ilar, you might find Martin-
Woodhead’s tips useful. These
include picking ‘a few matching
colours so that everything goes
together’, ‘picking different items
that can make lots of different out-
fits’ and choosing ‘versatile items
that can be layered and worn in dif-
ferent ways’, like a jumper that can
also be worn as a cardigan.

Fast fashion trades sustainability,
clothing quality, and fair working
conditions for a low price tag.
Although slow-fashion brands typi-
cally sell their items at higher price
points, the cost reflects the higher
quality of the item, the factory that
it was made in, and the farm that
the textile’s crops came from. This
not only combats waste within the
industry, but it allows consumers to
wear their clothes with peace of
mind.

Your reward for doing all this may
be more than a sense of satisfaction.
According to new research by Louise
and Martin Grimmer, experts in
marketing at the University of
Tasmania, shopping second-hand
may mean you’re more stylish.

‘In our study, we found the higher
people rate on style-consciousness’
essentially, how passionate they
were about expressing themselves
through their clothes and develop-
ing a personal style ‘the more likely
they are to shop second hand. In
fact, style-consciousness was a big-
ger predictor of second-hand shop-
ping than being frugal or ecological-
ly-conscious.’ Dressing well and
looking good needn’t cost the Earth,
it seems.

((JJaacckk  MMaarrlleeyy  wwrriitteess  oonn  eennvviirroonn--
mmeenntt  aanndd  eenneerrggyy  iissssuueess  iinn  UUKK..))

Need for ‘slow fashion’ to save planet Earth with style

VViikkrraamm@@ww__kkaarrvvee
It depends on person to person.
Most persons do get along with

friends with different views.
Sometimes - even husband and

wife don’t agree with each other on
many issues - but they remain

friends. Among friends - disagree-
ments may be temporary - and may

not break old friendships.

RESERVIOR TOWER

JACK MARLEY
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BRIEF

CEO

New Delhi: Procter &
Gamble on Tuesday
announced the ap-
pointment of LV
Vaidyanathan as the
Chief Executive
Officer for its opera-
tions in India from
July 1, 2022.
Vaidyanathan will
take over from
Madhusudan
Gopalan, who will be
taking up a leadership
role within P&G.

Board
New Delhi: Startup
electric vehicles (EV)
maker Etrio
Automobiles Pvt Ltd
on Tuesday said an
automotive industry
veteran, Prabhakar
Kadapa, has joined its
board of directors.
Kadapa served most
recently as the CEO &
Managing Director
(MD) at PSA AVTEC
Powertrain Pvt Ltd, a
joint venture between
PSA Groupe, France
and CK Birla Group,
besides being the CEO
& MD at AVTEC Ltd,
which is a leading
powertrain and com-
ponents manufactur-
er, the company said
in a statement.

Induct

New Delhi: Dabur
India Ltd on Tuesday
said it plans to induct
a fleet of 100 electric
vehicles (EVs) in its
supply chain for last-
mile product distribu-
tion in the next 12
months. CEO Mohit
Malhotra said the first
batch of new EVs has
been inducted into
fleet in North India.

Incorporated
New Delhi: More
than 1.67 lakh compa-
nies were incorporat-
ed in the country in
the last financial year
compared to 1.55 lakh
new companies regis-
tered in the year-ago
period, according to
the Ministry of
Corporate Affairs
(MCA). the ministry
said the increase is
significant consider-
ing that number of
companies incorpo-
rated during the fi-
nancial year 2020-21
was the highest in any
of the previous years.

RGM

New Delhi: Cathay
Pacific has appointed
Rakesh Raicar as the
airline's new regional
general manager
(RGM) for south Asia,
middle-east and Africa.
Based in Mumbai,
Raicar would be respon-
sible for the growth of
the airline's business
and operations in the
said regions.

Washington, Apr 19 (PTI):

Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman on
Tuesday made a strong
case for regulating
cryprocurrencies at a
global level to mitigate the
risk of money laundering
and terror funding.

Participating at a high-
level panel discussion or-
ganised by the IMF, the
Finance Minister said that
as long as the non-govern-
mental activity of the
crypto assets was through
unhosted wallets, the regu-
lation was going to be very
difficult. However, she
said, cross border pay-
ments between countries
will become very effective
through Central Bank-
driven digital currencies.

"The risk which worries
me more on the non-gov-

ernmental domain is es-
sentially you're looking at
unhosted wallets across
the borders, across the
globe... So, regulation can-
not be done by a single
country within its terrain
through some effective
method and for doing it
across the borders, tech-
nology doesn't have a solu-
tion which will be accept-
able to various sovereigns

at the same time applica-
ble within each of the ter-
ritory," she said.

The risks involved will
have to be differentially
approached, because for
each user case, the risks
can also be different, de-
pending on the economy,
she said during a panel
discussion on the topic
'Money at a Crossroad:
Public or Private Digital

Money?' Citing an exam-
ple, Sitharaman said appli-
cation of regulation and
risk involved for Nigeria
would be different from a
tourism or investment
rich Bahamas.

Stressing that regula-
tion using technology will
have to be so adept and
nimble that it should not
be behind the curve. It has
to be ahead and this is not
possible if any one coun-
try thinks that it can han-
dle it, she said.

Pointing out that unless
there's going to be a global
approach at regulating
and understanding of the
technology on cryptocur-
rencies there is a risk of
money laundering.

"I harp on that very
much because I think the
biggest risk for all coun-
tries across the board will
be on the money launder-
ing aspect, and also on the
aspect of currency being
used for financing terror,"
she said.

Sitharaman for regulating
crypto at global level 

̈ To check money
laundering, terror
funding

Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman and IMF MD 
K Georgieva in Washington DC.

New Delhi, Apr 19 (PTI):

The legislation amending the
laws governing chartered
accountants, cost accountants
and company secretaries has
received the assent of
President Ram Nath Kovind.
The bill, which provides for
substantial changes and
ensures more transparency
with respect to the functioning
of the apex institutes of the
three professions, was cleared
by Parliament on April 5.
The Chartered Accountants,
the Cost and Works
Accountants and the Company
Secretaries (Amendment) Act,
2022, has received the
President's assent, according
to a notification.
It has amended the Chartered
Accountants Act, 1949, the
Cost and Works Accountants
Act, 1959, and the Company
Secretaries Act, 1980.
"This (bill) is with the inten-
tion of making the three insti-
tutions a lot more transparent
in their disciplinary matters,
and raise the quality of the
disciplinary processes.
"Above all, I think this would

also facilitate India to be able
to support institutions and
firms which can be encour-
aged by the council to create
something (completely of
India origin) similar to the Big
Four, which we periodically
talk about," Finance and
Corporate Affairs Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman said in
the Rajya Sabha on April 5.
The three institutes -- Institute
of Chartered Accountants of
India (ICAI), Institute of Cost
Accountants of India (formerly
known as ICWAI) and Institute
of Company Secretaries of
India (ICSI) -- will continue to
have the authority for qualify-
ing and licensing people and
regulation of their conduct as
was done before, she had said.

Bill amending accounting
professionals laws

receives Prez’s assent

New Delhi, Apr 19 (PTI):

A group of ministers,
tasked by the Goods and
Services Tax Council to
look into rate rationalia-
tion, hasn't taken a view
on the issue yet, an official
source said.

The seven-member GoM
(Group of Ministers),
which is led by Karnataka
chief minister Basavaraj S
Bommai and includes fi-
nance ministers from
West Bengal, Kerala Goa,
Bihar, Uttar Pradesh and
Rajasthan as members, is
likely to meet early next
month.

The group hasn't taken
up a proposal to raise the
lowest or threshold slab
under GST to 8 per cent
from 5 per cent, said the
source who wished not to
be identified.

Any recommendation of

the panel would be placed
before the GST Council,
headed by Union finance
minister Nirmala
Sitharaman and including
representatives of all
states and Union
Territories, for a final deci-
sion.

No dates for the GST
Council meeting have so
far been announced but it
is likely to meet in the sec-
ond half of May.

With the inflation rate
spiking in recent months,
policymakers will take a
hard look at any change in
GST rates lest it fuels price
rise, the source said.

Ministers’ panel yet to take
view on rate rationalisation

New Delhi, Apr 19 (PTI):

State-owned fuel retail-
ers IOC, BPCL and HPCL
may suffer marketing loss-
es in January-March 2022
quarter for holding petrol
and diesel prices despite a
rise in cost but robust core
refining margins and
windfall inventory gains
should mitigate the poten-
tial losses in near term,
Fitch Ratings said Tuesday.

The three fuel retailers
kept petrol and diesel
prices unchanged for a
record 137-days between
November 2021 and March
2022 despite a nearly USD
27 per barrel rise in crude
oil prices. The three com-
panies raised the rates by
Rs 10 per litre over 16 days
beginning March 22 before
again hitting a pause but-
ton. "Gasoline (petrol) and
gasoil (diesel) retail prices

in India, and consequently
the marketing margins of
the oil-marketing compa-
nies (OMCs), should re-
main aligned with the
movement in crude oil
prices over the long term,
notwithstanding sporadic
periods of constant retail
prices amidst heightened
volatility in oil prices,"
Fitch said in a note.

The correlation of retail
fuel prices with the 15-day
rolling average of crude oil
prices (reference prices)
has remained high at 93

per cent since the onset of
the COVID-19 pandemic in
January 2020. The correla-
tion excludes the impact on
retail prices from changes
in excise duties, and in-
cludes periods when the
OMCs did not pass through
the movement in oil prices
immediately to consumers,
it said. "The OMCs benefit-
ted from strong marketing
margins during times of
low oil prices (March-June
2020), and endured margin
pressure during high oil
prices (November 2021-
March 2022) as they tried to
keep fuel prices afford-
able," it said.

However, November
2021-March 2022 was the
longest retail price freeze
despite the reference crude
oil prices increasing by
nearly USD 27 per barrel
(or Rs 13 per litre) during
the period.

Refinery margins, inventory gains
to offset losses on petrol, diesel

New Delhi, Apr 19 (PTI):

The country's largest
coal producer and supplier
CIL on Tuesday said it has
upped its supplies by 14.2
per cent to coal-based elec-
tricity generating plants
in the first half of the cur-
rent month, but soaring
power demand due to hot-
ter-than-normal summer
seems to have dwarfed the
upsurge in supplies.

Coal India (CIL) said
that it is coordinating with
the ministries of coal,
power and railways to
build up stocks at power
plants in a synergic effort,
in the wake of a decline in
coal stocks at power
plants.

"Amid the spiraling

power generation, CIL
raised its supplies to ther-
mal power stations by 14.2
per cent during the first
half of April'22 compared
to the same period last
April," the maharatna
company said.

CIL's supplies have hit
1.6 million tonnes (MT)
per day during this period,
against 1.43 MT in the sim-
ilar period of April FY'21.

The PSU had ramped up
its production to 26.4 MT
during the first half of
April, registering Y-o-Y
growth of 27 per cent.

"The company is head-
ing for its highest April

production ever. Output
expansion in volume
terms was 5.7 MT," it said.

The company's supplies
are on the up so far. The
pressure would ease if the
imported coal-based
power plants meet their
requisite imports set for
the year, it added.

To tide over the intense
demand, CIL has made
available additional 8.75
MT of coal to state and
central gencos for lifting
through rail-cum-road
(RCR) mode, till May 31. Of
this, 3.25 MT is the unlifted
quantity of the earlier
round of RCR offer and 5.5
MT is the new offer.

However, the escalating
power demand driven up
by the post pandemic eco-
nomic buoyancy and hot-
ter-than-normal summer
seem to dwarf the upsurge
in supplies, the PSU said.

CIL raises coal supply to power units
̈ Coordinating with 

Govt to build up stocks

New Delhi, Apr 19 (PTI):

India's oilmeals exports
declined 36 per cent to
23.73 lakh tonnes in the
last fiscal, while in value
terms the shipments were
down 37 per cent to Rs
5,600 crore on lower sale of
soyabean meal in the over-
seas markets, according to
industry data.

Solvent Extractors'
Association of India (SEA)
said in a statement that
the export of oilmeals at
2,42,043 tonnes fell 25 per
cent in March, 2022 com-
pared to 3,22,850 tonnes in
March 2021.

The overall export of
oilmeals during the last
fiscal stood at 23,73,744
tonnes compared to

36,89,483 tonnes in the
2020-21 financial year.

In term of value,
oilmeals exports fell to Rs
5,600 crore in 2021-22 from
Rs 8,866 crore in the previ-
ous year.

The exports declined in
the last fiscal due to lesser
overseas shipment of soy-
bean meal, which plunged
to 3,72,740 tonnes in the
2021-22 fiscal from a whop-
ping 15,64,833 tonnes a
year ago.

India’s oilmeals exports
fall 37% to Rs 5,600 crore

New Delhi, Apr 19 (PTI):

Majority of the corpo-
rates are willing to pay pre-
mium to take green certi-
fied buildings on lease as
sustainability has become
an important consideration
along with location and
rental, according to proper-
ty consultant JLL.

In its report 'Sustainable
real estate: India's response
to a greener future', the con-
sultant said that sustain-
ability has gone main-
stream and real estate is at
the core of it. "9 in 10 re-
spondents in India believe
the link between CRE (cor-
porate real estate) and sus-
tainability is a board-level
agenda. 7 in 10 occupiers
(tenants) surveyed have car-
bon emission targets as part

of their corporate sustain-
ability strategy," it said.

The consultant said that
the demand for green build-
ings could outstrip the sup-
ply and 7 out of 10 are will-
ing to pay premium to lease
green certified buildings.

"With its contribution of
nearly 40 per cent of all
Green House gas emissions,
real estate is seeking to
transform itself into a more
responsible asset class," the
report said. A clear consen-

sus has emerged that envi-
ronmental impact can po-
tentially have an adverse ef-
fect on businesses in the
long run.

"Sustainability now fea-
tures among the top 3 con-
siderations for occupiers
during site selection along-
side location and rentals," it
said. As per the report, JLL
said that 87 per cent of occu-
piers in the pan-India sur-
vey and 78 per cent of the
investors have accepted that
climate risk poses a finan-
cial risk.

"87 per cent of those sur-
veyed say the link between
CRE and sustainability is a
board-level agenda, and 81
per cent say that real estate
is a game-changer in achiev-
ing the sustainability agen-
da," the consultant said.

Majority of tenants ready to pay higher
rent to lease green buildings

Bangkok, Apr 19 (AP):

Shares were mostly
higher in Asia on
Tuesday after China's
central bank moved to
provide more support for
its slowing economy. Oil
prices fell back, while US
futures advanced, sug-
gesting investor senti-
ment remains resilient
despite worries over the
risks of recession as
prices push sharply high-
er while economies are
still recovering from the
impact of the pandemic.
Hong Kong's Hang Seng
index declined 2.2 per
cent to 21,058.78, weighed
down by worries over
Chinese property devel-
opers and regulatory
crackdowns on technolo-
gy companies.

Singapore, Apr 19 (PTI):

A UK-Singapore joint
venture is set to introduce
engineered timber, or
Laminated Veneer Lumber
(LVL), for housing projects
in India and other South
Asian countries in an ambi-
tious bid to substitute wood
for conventional building
materials like steel and con-
crete and help scale up low-
carbon construction, an in-
dustry expert said on
Tuesday.

A team of designers and
engineers working with lo-
cally-sourced timber will be
located in Chennai in the
coming months, said Kevin
Hill, Managing Director of
timber design and con-
struction company
Venturer Pte Ltd, a partner-
ship with Singapore's Woh
Hup Construction Group.

The Chennai Engineered
Timber prefabrication hub
is in the formation process,
said Hill, a founder of
Singapore-based Double
Helix Tracking
Technologies, which was
awarded British Chamber
of Commerce
Entrepreneur of the Year in
2009 for their approach of
using scientific methods to
secure timber supply
chains, and promote the
legal trade in timber.

UK-Singapore JV to introduce
engineered timber

̈ For housing in India

Kevin Hill

New Delhi, Apr 19 (PTI):

Demand for two-wheel-
ers continues to be weak
while that for passenger
and commercial vehicles
remains robust as com-
pared with last year, a sur-
vey on automobile dealer-
ships by ratings agency
Icra has revealed.

Automobile dealership
industry has been witness-
ing several headwinds in
the recent past, including
subdued demand for two-
wheelers (2W), supply con-
straints impacting growth
of passenger vehicle (PV)
sales, and high base effect
limiting the growth in
tractors segment.

To assess the on-ground
sentiments of the automo-

bile dealers and to under-
stand the current demand
and supply trends for vari-
ous segments, Icra said it
has conducted a survey of
22 dealers dealing in PVs,
2Ws, commercial vehicles
(CVs), and tractors spread
across rural, semi-urban
and metro areas.

"The survey indicated
recovering demand in se-
lect segments. 80 per cent
of two-wheeler dealer re-
spondents indicated that
demand remains weaker
than last year.

Extended work and edu-
cation-from-home has im-
pacted scooters demand,
whereas undistributed
rainfall affected demand
for rural-centric motorcy-
cles," it stated.

However, retail demand
for passenger vehicles re-
mains healthy and the de-
mand for commercial ve-
hicles has also been im-
proving after two years of
downturn, Icra noted.

Around 53 per cent of
the respondents indicated
that demand in PV and CV
segments is better as com-
pared to the previous year,
the study revealed.

Icra noted that the auto-
mobile industry has been
grappling with supply con-
straints as semiconductor
shortage has impacted ve-
hicle production.

Owing to the supply side
constraints, PV segment
was the most affected as
demand exceeded the sup-
ply.

Two-wheeler demand remains
weak compared with last year

Mumbai, Apr 19 (PTI):

Gold prices on Tuesday
rose by Rs 26 to Rs 53,298
per 10 grams in futures
trade as speculators creat-
ed fresh positions on a
firm spot demand.

On the Multi
Commodity Exchange,
gold contracts for June de-
livery traded higher by Rs
26 or 0.05 per cent at Rs
53,298 per 10 grams in a
business turnover of
17,734 lots.

Fresh positions built up
by participants led to the
rise in gold prices, ana-
lysts said.

Globally, gold was trad-
ing 0.31 per cent lower at
USD 1,980.30 per ounce in
New York. Silver prices on
Tuesday rose by Rs 48 to

Rs 70,747 per kg in futures
trade as participants
widened their bets on a
firm spot demand.

On the Multi
Commodity Exchange, sil-
ver contracts for July de-
livery gained Rs 48 or 0.07
per cent to Rs 70,747 per kg
in 1,656 lots.

Analysts said the rise in
silver prices was mainly
due to fresh positions built
up by participants on a
positive domestic trend.

Globally, silver was trad-
ing 0.40 per cent lower at
USD 26.13 per ounce in
New York. Zinc prices on
Tuesday fell by 1.07 per
cent to Rs 377.60 per kg in
futures trade as specula-
tors reduced their expo-
sure taking negative cues
from spot market.

Gold futures gain Rs 26 to
Rs 53,298 per 10 gm at MCX

Mumbai, Apr 19 (PTI):

Stating that Sri Lanka
accounts for just 64 bps of
India's Exim trade that
crossed USD 1 trillion in FY22,
a rating agency report said
the deepening economic cri-
sis in the island nation has no
material impact on domestic
companies.
The island nation has been on
the boil since March with
depleted forex reserves that
led to Colombo announcing a
sovereign default on all its
external debt of USD 44 bil-
lion last week.
The crisis is so bad that its
schools are shut for want of
notebooks and ink, newspa-
pers stopped publishing for
want of newsprints and there
is food, fuel and power
rationing in the Indian Ocean
nation that has been heavily
dependent on tourism but
was singed by the Easter
bombings by Islamic militants
in 2019 and then the pandem-
ic.
On top of it, the Sri Lankan
rupee, which was valued at
195 to a US dollar before the
crisis, depreciated sharply
and is currently trading
around 325 per dollar.

No impact of Lankan
crisis as it is just 

64 bps of trade

Asian shares mostly
gain as China boosts
support for economy



‘Kangana Ranaut soon to
start a political journey’

A
renowned numerologist J. P. Tolani's recent calculations
predicted that Kangana Ranaut may step into Indian poli-
tics in the first half of 2023. Kangana Ranaut, a movie ac-

tress, is usually making the headlines for her views about the
country's state of affairs. Kangana's opinions on the socio-politi-
cal issues are on top of some of the most sensational reports.
There have been plenty of speculations regarding her joining the

politics. She shared that she has no aversion to joining a political
party as long as the people would appreciate her. Amidst the specu-

lations, the famous numerologist J. P. Tolani has predicted her entry
into politics as well as the year and the month she would be most like-

ly to do it. For over 20 years, numerologist J. P. Tolani has been making
accurate predictions and has shared, according to his latest estimates,

that 2023 would be a year to witness Kangana's political debut.
Astrological knowledge is treasured, and numerologists have a special

place in Indian culture. Numerology is based on the calculations of radix
and bhagyank to make predictions. According to Mr. Tolani, the investigation

into the Kangana's relevant numbers revealed that it's about time for her politi-
cal future. Looking at Kangana's social or

political activities in the recent past, it is
safe to say that Mr. Tolani s forecasts could be

accurate. Kangana has always been unwa-
vering and resolute about her views,

whether the brawl with Twitter or her con-
tentious feedback on rising intolerance in
India. If Mr. Tolani's predictions come true,
soon Kangana would be seen on the banners of
political parties with her lofty slogans in 2023.

A
ctress Rupali
Ganguli shares her
experience of work-

ing with 'Baa Bahoo Aur
Baby' fame Sarita Joshi in
'Anupmaa: Namaste
America'. Sarita will be
seen playing the role of
Moti Baa in the show.

Sharing her experience
of working with Sarita
Joshi, Rupali said:
"Saritaji has been a legend
in theatre and it's truly a
blessing to have an oppor-
tunity to work with her in
full swing. I have previous-
ly worked with her in a
show."

"She inspires me and I
admire her work. I
am thrilled to
show our view-
ers the amaz-
ing chem-
istry be-

tween mine and Sarita Ji's
character. Her character
Moti Baa plays a pivotal
role in forming
Anupamaa's early life as
an aspiring dancer and I
hope viewers like our jodi
and scenes together," she
added. 'Anupama:
Namaste America' will
have the TV cast reprising
their roles. Sudhanshu
Pandey as Anupama's
husband Vanraj along
with Alpana Buch,
Arvind Vaidya, Paras
Kalnwat, Ashish
Mehrotra and Ekta Sariya
reprising the roles of Baa,
Bapuji, Samar, Toshi and
Dolly, respectively. The

11-episode prelude to
the TV series will be
streaming from
April 25 on
Disney+ Hotstar.

Prabhu Deva choreographs
song for Vadivelu in 
‘Naai Sekar Returns’ 

I
t is now official! Dance cho-
reographer-actor-director
Prabhu Deva has choreo-

graphed a song for comedian
Vadivelu in his comeback film,
'Naai Sekar Returns'.

Lyca Productions, the firm
producing the film, took to
Twitter to confirm rumours
about the two stars working to-
gether again.

Lyca said, "Excited to an-
nounce Prabhu Deva master
has choreographed a song for
'Naai Sekar Returns'. Witness
our Vaigai Puyal Vadivelu's
'thaaru maaru' moves again..."

On Sunday, Prabhu Deva
had posted a video clip of him-
self with the popular Tamil co-
median Vadivelu on Twitter. In
the clip, Vadivelu was seen
singing the song in a funny
fashion even as Prabhu Deva

looked on.
The clip, which went viral,

put a smile on scores of fans of
Tamil cinema and triggered
rumours of Prabhu Deva
choreographing a song for
Vadivelu in the film which is
being directed by Suraaj.

The news has thrilled fans of
Vadivelu and Prabhu Deva as
the two have been a formidable
combo when it comes to deliv-
ering humour in Tamil cine-
ma.

The two have worked togeth-
er in several Tamil films like
'Manadhai Thirudi Vittaai',
'Kadhalan', 'Villu', 'Mr Romeo'
and 'Engal Anna' and all of
them feature hilarious se-
quences. Now, fans are thrilled
that Prabhu Deva is choreo-
graphing a song for Vadivelu's
comeback film.

S
tar Bharat has always
been ready to serve its
viewers something new be

it fiction shows or non-fiction
shows. The audience has always
loved the unique concept of these
shows. Star Bharat is back again
with a new fiction show 'Gud Se
Meetha Ishq' where the lead actress
will be seen as a tourist guide who will
beat the stereotypes inherent in this
male dominated society. Actress
Pankhuri Awasthi has been roped in for
this important role, who has played many
such strong characters before. Some key ex-
cerpts from the exclusive conversation with ac-
tress Pankhuri Awasthi about her character:

1. You have played many challenging char-
acters before, so what was so special about the
character of Kaju, that made you choose it?

The upcoming show 'Gud Se Meetha Ishq' on Star
Bharat has the audience excited to see something new
and different about the show's love story. I feel that I
had to showcase my versatility as I  faced a lot of chal-
lenges throughout my career. The first thing that draws me
towards any character is what message it conveys through
its role, and this role of mine as Kaju is a very challenging in
which I, being a girl had to  defy all the stereotypes of the
male-dominated society and sternly live up to establish my
own identity as a tour guide and also plays a character that
I have never portrayed before. This character also encour-
ages other girls to not give up on their dreams and to pursue them
instead. I also believe that I’ve accepted the challenge very sport-
ingly and with enthusiasm.

2. How does it feel to play a female tourist guide for the first
time?

I feel completely elated while playing the role of a
female tour guide which is quite bizarre/ unusual  and
different that drove me immensely towards it as I’ve
never played anything similar before.

3. What kind of special preparation have you done for
your character?  Like have taken inspiration from a par-
ticular character or learned the dialect there?

As I prepared for the character kaju, I feel that I had to
specifically prepare myself to inculcate the exact dic-
tion of the ‘Pahari’ tone in order to deliver the di-
alogues fluently. To watch actress Pankhuri
Awasthi in the new and lead role, watch
'Gud Se Meetha Ishq' ,Monday to Friday at
7:30 pm on STAR Bharat.

S
h r u t i
H a a s a n
took to

Instagram on
Tuesday morning
to announce that she
is back on the sets of
'Mega 154' which is billed

as a mass entertainer.
Posing in her gym attire,

Shruti is seen all masked
up, as she poses for a picture
with the update on the film.

'Mega 154' is an upcoming
Telugu film directed by
Bobby and produced by
Naveen Yerneni and Y Ravi
Shankar. It stars Chiranjeevi
in the lead role. Shruti
Haasan will be seen opposite
Chiranjeevi for the first
time. Fans are excited

about how the pair would
create their chemistry
on screen.

The film features
music by 'Rockstar'

Devi Sri Prasad, who
has worked with

Chiranjeevi on several
chartbuster albums.

Shruti was last seen in
'Krack' starring Ravi

Teja. She will be seen op-
posite Balakrishna in

his upcoming movie di-
rected by Gopichand
Mallineni.

ACROSS

1. Ampersands

5. California valley

9. Fable's lesson

14. Tragic fate

15. Ran, as dye

16. Mistreat

17. Devoted

19. Highway curves

20. Slow-moving mammal

21. Southern veggie

23. Converse

24. English beverages

26. Different

28. Scattered

31. Oahu native, e.g.

35. At that time

36. Sunbathes

38. Manufacture cloth

39. Live

40. Discontinued

42. Inexperienced

43. Takes it easy

46. Not messy

47. Surrender

48. Climbing flower (2 wds.)

50. Deleted

52. Send a letter

53. Stumble

54. Boutique

57. Shredded

59. Likewise

63. Assisted

65. Unceasing

67. Sleep noise

68. Alleviate

69. ____ in a while

70. Wheat by-product

71. Large quantity

72. Rents out

DOWN

1. Says further

2. Christmas word

3. Extinct creature

4. Infatuated

5. Hoop gp.

6. Female singers

7. Quick look

8. Spoke to

9. Bombshell ____ West

10. Indecent

11. Hurry

12. Between continents

13. "____ we forget"

18. Enjoy gum

22. 100%

25. Starting bet

27. Lumberjack's tool

28. Leading actors
29. Hurled
30. ____ Witherspoon of "Just Like
Heaven"
31. Delhi's country
32. Challenges
33. Elude
34. Married again
37. Gazelles
41. Color changer
44. Type of paint
45. RR depot
47. ____ Hill (Congress locale)
49. Cherry seed
51. Carousel, e.g.
53. Brief
54. Fresh talk
55. Helpful suggestion
56. Bloodhound's clue
58. True
60. Song
61. Diplomacy
62. Bullring cries
64. Morning moisture
66. Church bench
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Are you having problems with the
lighting or heating in your home,
Aquarius? If so, you might not be
able to get a professional out today.
There could be problems in the
entire neighborhood. You might have
to get out the candles and flashlights
to get you through the evening. Don't
let this throw you. 

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

A friend or neighbor you need to contact
could be in and out all day, Pisces, and so
you could have trouble reaching him or
her. Phone or email probably won't work,
since your friend could be too busy to
check messages. The best way to make
contact might be to hop in the car and
drive to wherever they might be. Take the
side streets, however. 

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

This probably isn't a good day to do
work that concerns money, Aries. Your
mind may not be in the right space.
You could make errors that cause
problems. If possible, also avoid work-
ing on any kind of creative project,
since your mind might not be very
clear and you probably won't be happy
with the results. 

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

A lost object could have all the mem-
bers of your household going through
every room trying to find it, Taurus -
probably without success. Visitors
could pitch in as well and help with
the search. The item is probably in a
fairly large room that everybody uses,
probably among other objects. 

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

This could be a very busy day in your
community, Gemini. Some kind of
rally, protest, or other public gather-
ing might take place. If you attend,
you may not hear much because of
all the noise, and the event could
seem disorganized at best. It could
also render traffic impossible! If you
can, stay home today. 

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

A future course of action that you
may or may not take could depend on
information you might receive today,
Cancer. However, don't be surprised
if the information is vague and needs
to be clarified. On top of it all, you
might not be able to reach the person
who can clear it up for you! Hang in
there. 

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

Are you unhappy or uncertain about
your current profession, Leo? Are you
thinking of making a change? News
could reach you today of possible
avenues to explore, but you shouldn't
make any decision today. Your mind
isn't as objective as it should be to
think through everything. 

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Your natural psychic or intuitive abilities
could be short-circuited today, Virgo.
Interference from the minds of other
people could cloud issues, and this won't
do you any good. Your imaginative facul-
ties could be rather garbled as well. The
best possible advice would be to take the
day for your own needs. You can go back
to your usual routine tomorrow.

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

The atmosphere around you could
seem somewhat unreal today. If you
get a weird vibe from someone,
Libra, take everything this person
says with a grain of salt. He or she
has an agenda and isn't above dis-
torting the truth to achieve it. If what
they say doesn't affect you, don't
worry about it. 

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

Communication could take some extra
effort today, Scorpio. A business or roman-
tic partner could seem like they're keeping
things from you. You might get some
uneasy vibes and wonder if there's trouble
with your partnership. Don't be afraid to
ask. Your friend probably won't tell you
what the problem is, but will reassure you
that it has nothing to do with you. 

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

Messages from a distant state or for-
eign country, possibly through fax,
email, or website, might not be totally
accurate, Sagittarius. If any information
presented in this fashion sets off an
alarm bell in your head, be sure to do
some research on your own and check
out the facts. Don't accept any news at
face value today. 

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

Staying in touch with a love partner could be
difficult today, Capricorn, almost to the point
of causing a minor panic. Don't jump to any
unwarranted conclusions about possible
problems in the relationship. What's causing
the silence is probably beyond your friend's
control, and could well be related to sudden
and unexpected crises, or possibly something
as mundane as a computer breakdown. 

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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Shruti Haasan is
back on the sets

of ‘Mega 154’

‘My character
as a female tourist

guide is giving 
positive message’ 

Rupali Ganguli on sharing
screen with Sarita Joshi in

‘Anupmaa: Namaste America’ 
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Mumbai, Apr 19 (PTI):

Delhi Capitals will need
to put the COVID scare in
their camp behind when
they take on a hot and cold
Punjab Kings in the
Indian Premier League
here on Wednesday.

Australian all-rounder
Mitchell Marsh had to be
hospitalised after testing
positive for COVID, taking
the total count to four
cases in the Capitals'
camp.

However, the other
squad members returned
negative tests on Monday
and all IPL stakeholders
will be hoping it stays that
when another round of
testing is conducted on
Tuesday.

Warner, Prithvi Shaw
and skipper Pant headline
a powerful DC line up
against a Punjab unit that
boasts of Shikhar
Dhawan, in-form Liam
Livingstone and
Shahrukh Khan.

As both teams eye a re-
turn to winning ways, the
batting unit that does well
could be the difference.

Punjab could be bol-
stered by the return of
regular skipper Mayank
Agarwal, who missed the
game against Sunrisers
Hyderabad due to a toe in-

jury.
A flamboyant Dhawan

was in his elements
against Mumbai Indians,
but consistency has been
an issue for the senior
opener.

The south-paw, who
failed against SRH, will be
looking to give the side a
solid start along with
Mayank, who too would be
eager to take the varied
Delhi bowling attack to
cleaners.

The Punjab middle-
order will need to take

greater responsibility and
find substantial runs.

Jitesh Sharma has al-
ready shown that he can
become a good finisher.
However, save for
Livingstone, who made a
brisk 33-ball 60, others fal-
tered against SRH and the
team management would
expect more from them.

But the task for Dhawan
and company won't be an
easy one as they would
face the in-form Kuldeep
Yadav, who has taken 11
wickets so far. Axar Patel

anbd pacer Shardul
Thakur, who has four
wickets, can also pose
questions to them along
with speedster Khaleel
Ahmed.

However, Muztafizur
Rahman, who leaked 48
runs against RCB, needs to
redeem himself.

The Punjab bowlers led
by Kagiso Rabada have
fared well. But the likes of
Vaibhav Arora, Arshdeep
Singh along with Rahul
Chahar, who has nine
wickets, would need to be

on the money.
Also equally crucial will

be the role of pace-bowling
all-rounder Odean Smith,
who has not been at his
best so far in the IPL.

Punjab have three wins
and as many losses from
six games.

Meanwhile, this has
been a mixed season for
Delhi. The Pant-led side
hasn't looked too threaten-
ing and two wins from five
games isn't a testimony to
their skills. The role of
Warner and Shaw will be
extremely crucial.

Warner heads into the
game on the back of a 38-
ball 66 against RCB and
has provided the team
with flamboyance at the
top. Ditto for Shaw, who
after back-to-back fifties,
had a failure in the last
game. The Capitals man-
agement would be hoping
that the two fire in unison.

For Delhi, a lot will also
rest on how Pant per-
forms. He looked in his ele-
ment when he made a 17-
ball 34 against RCB, but a
real big knock is yet to
come.

Now in absence of
Marsh, they would need to
suitably find a number
three and Mandeep Singh
or Sarfaraz Khan could be
an option.

Battle of power hitters as COVID-hit
Delhi Capitals clash with Punjab Kings

Mumbai, Apr 19 (PTI):

Rajasthan Royals bowl-
ing coach Lasith Malinga
said Yuzvendra Chahal
showed why leg-spinners
are considered as match-
winners in the IPL with a
brilliant 17th over in
which he recorded the
first hat-trick of the sea-
son.

Chahal (5/40 in 4 overs)
removed Venkatesh Iyer
off his first delivery in the
17th over and then
Shreyas Iyer, Shivam
Mavi and Pat Cummins
off the fourth, fifth and
sixth balls to completely
turn the match on its head
and hand RR a close
seven-run win over
Kolkata Knight Riders on
Monday night.

This was after Jos
Buttler's 61-ball 103, his
second ton of the season,
helped Royals scored an
imposing 217 for five.

"Chahal has more inter-
national experience. He is
the most experience leg-
spinner in the country

and in this tournament.
He showed how to control
the skill. That's more im-
portant for him going for-
ward to prove he is good
enough to play any com-
petitive cricket," Malinga
said at the post-match
press conference.

"Leg-spinners have
more wicket taking op-
tions and he showed today
how he can get wickets
and changed the game in a
single over. I think he
showed all the leg-spin-
ners that they are the
match-winning bowlers in
this competition."

KKR head coach
Brendon McCullum said it

was a good game of crick-
et but Chahal and Buttler
simply took away the
match from his side.

"You can't allow good
players like Chahal to
enter the game when
there's pressure on. We
played a good game but
just made a couple of silly
mistakes.

"But that's what hap-
pens sometimes. Jos
Buttler got a hundred on
their side, Yuzi Chahal got
a five-for including a hat-
trick and we lost by seven
runs, so we played a good
game but ran second,"
McCullum said.

"With four overs to go,
we were in the driver's
seat but then some silly
mistakes and not being
able to handle pressure as
well as we should have
cost us the game."

With six points from
seven games, KKR are cur-
rently placed sixth in the
points table and the Kiwi
said they need stick to-
gether as a unit and keep
pushing one another.

Brisbane, Apr 19 (AP):

Ash Barty has signed on
to play in an international
golf exhibition just weeks
after retiring from tennis
while ranked No. 1 in the
world.

The 25-year-old
Australian has been in-
cluded in Ernie Els' Rest of
the World team for the
Icons Series event at
Liberty National Golf
Club in Jersey City, New
Jersey, on June 30 and July
1. Barty decided to quit
tennis last month. She
won the Australian Open
in January for her third
Grand Slam singles cham-

pionship after titles at
Wimbledon last year and
the French Open in 2019.

She has reportedly low-
ered her golf handicap to 4
and is continuing a versa-
tile approach to sports,
which included her briefly
pursuing a professional
cricket career in 2015 dur-
ing a nearly two-year sab-
batical from tennis.

Icon Series organizers
said Barty will be joined
by the likes of Pep
Guardiola and Harry
Kane in the 10-hole team
match play competition
against Fred Couples' U.S.
team, which includes
Michael Phelps, Oscar De

La Hoya and Ben
Roethlisberger.

Barty, who is engaged to
Garry Kissick, a trainee
golf professional in
Australia, recently won
the ladies' competition at
her home club
Brookwater, near
Brisbane.

Karrie Webb, who has 41
wins on the LPGA Tour,
played a round with Barty
in 2019 and said the tennis
star had the talent to play
golf at a high level.

I could tell if she puts
some time into it she will
be a great player, Webb
told the Australian
Associated Press.

Boston, Apr 19 (AP):

Reigning Olympic cham-
pion Peres Jepchirchir
capped the celebration of a
half-century of women in
the Boston Marathon with
a finish to top them all.

The 28-year-old Kenyan
won a see-saw sprint down
the stretch on Monday,
when the world's oldest and
most prestigious annual
marathon returned to its
traditional spring start for
the first time since the
onset of the coronavirus
pandemic.

On the 50th anniversary
of the first official women's
race, Jepchirchir traded
places with Ethiopia's
Ababel Yeshaneh eight
times in the final mile be-
fore pulling ahead for good
on Boylston Street and fin-
ishing in 2 hours, 21 min-
utes, 1 second.

"I was feeling she was
strong. I pushed it," said
Jepchirchir, who earned
USD 150,000 and the tradi-
tional gilded olive wreath to
go with her Olympic gold
medal and 2021 New York
City Marathon title.

"I fell behind. But I didn't
lose hope."

Evans Chebet completed
the Kenyan sweep, break-
ing away from Gabriel Geay
with about four miles to go
to finish in 2:06:51 for his
first major marathon victo-
ry. The 2019 winner

Lawrence Cherono was sec-
ond, 30 seconds back, de-
fending champion Benson
Kipruto was third, and
Geay fell back to fourth.

Daniel Romanchuk of
Champaign, Illinois, won

his second career wheel-
chair title in 1:26:58.
Switzerland's Manuela
Schar won her second
straight Boston crown and
fourth overall, finishing in
1:41:08.

Olympic champ Jepchirchir wins
50th women’s Boston Marathon

Peres Jepchirchir of Kenya and Evans Chebet of Kenya pose for a
portrait with a trophy after placing first in the professional
women's and men's division during the 126th Boston Marathon  in
Boston, Massachusetts. 

Barty swings back into
action, trades tennis for golf

New Delhi, Apr 19 (PTI):

The Indian men's na-
tional football team head
coach Igor Stimac on
Tuesday named 41 proba-
bles for a preparatory
camp ahead of its AFC
Asian Cup Final Round
qualifiers in June.

The players and the sup-
port staff will assemble in
Bellary on April 23 and
will start training from
the next day till May 8.

The team will then move
to Kolkata to continue
with the camp till the qual-
ifiers. According to a re-
lease issued by the All
India Football Federation
(AIFF), the players from
Mumbai City FC and ATK
Mohun Bagan will join the
camp after their respective
club commitments.

India have been drawn
alongside Hong Kong,
Afghanistan, and
Cambodia in Group D of
the AFC Asian Cup China
2023 final round qualifiers.

The leg which will kick-
off on June 8 will be
played at the Vivekananda
Yuba Bharati Krirangan
in Kolkata. India play
their first match against
Cambodia on June 8.

Stimac names 41 probables
for camp ahead of Asian Cup

2023 final round qualifiers

Goalkeepers: Gurpreet Singh
Sandhu, Amrinder Singh,
Prabhshukhan Gill, Mohammad
Nawaz, TP Rehenesh.
Defenders: Pritam Kotal,
Ashutosh Mehta, Asish Rai,
Hormipam Ruivah, Rahul Bheke,
Sandesh Jhingan, Narender
Gahlot, Chinglensana Singh,
Anwar Ali, Subhashish Bose,
Akash Mishra, Roshan Singh,
Harmanjot Singh Khabra.
Midfielders: Udanta Singh,
Vikram Partap Singh, Anirudh
Thapa, Pronay Halder, Jeakson
Singh, Glan Martins, VP Suhair,
Lalengmawia, Sahal Abdul
Samad, Yasir Mohammad,
Lallianzuala Chhangte, Suresh
Singh, Brandon Fernandes,
Ritwik Kumar Das, Lalthathanga
Khawlhring, Rahul KP, Liston
Colaco, Bipin Singh, Ashique
Kuruniyan.
Forwards: Manvir Singh, Sunil
Chhetri, Rahim Ali, Ishan
Pandita.

List of 41 probables:

Mumbai, Apr 19 (PTI):

Rajasthan Royals' spin
ace Yuzvendra Chahal
said his unique celebra-
tion after taking the hat-
trick against Kolkata
Knight Riders was based
on a meme during the 2019
World Cup.

Chahal picked up the
wickets of Shreyas Iyer,
Shivam Mavi and Pat
Cummins off successive
deliveries to become the
19th player to take a IPL
hat-trick.

Immediately after dis-
missing Cummins to com-
plete the feat, Chahal ran
across the turf before com-
ing up with a pose to re-

semble the meme mocking
him during the World Cup
three years ago.

The meme, which be-
came quite popular on so-
cial media showed the
spinner lying down on the
turf as he waited with the
drinks near the boundary.

'The celebration was
based on the meme during
the 2019 World Cup. In the
2019 World Cup when I did-
n't play a game and was
lying near the boundary,'
Chahal said after the
match.

Chahal is enjoying a
dream season for the
Royals in IPL 2022, with 17
wickets in six games at an
average of 10.

Meme Inspires Yuzi’s
Hat-trick Celebration

As soon as Yuzvendra Chahal took Pat Cummins's wicket to complete
his hat-trick, he decided to celebrate by lounging on the field.

Mumbai, Apr 19 (PTI):

Impressed with the way
Dinesh Karthik is making his
bat talk in this year's IPL, the
legendary Sunil Gavaskar
reckons that the veteran keep-
er-batter can play the role of a
finisher for the Indian team in
the T20 World Cup later this
year. Karthik has been hitting
the ball fluently for his new
franchise Royal Challengers
Bangalore this season.
The former Kolkata Knight
Riders skipper has produced
effective knocks of 32, 14, 44,
7, 34 and 66 with an astonish-
ing strike-rate of 209.57. By
remaining unbeaten in five of
the six innings, he is averaging
197.00. "He said he wants to
be a part of the Indian Team
for the T20 World Cup. So
what I am saying is don't look
at his age, just look at what
he's producing," Gavaskar told
Star Sports.

Karthik can play
finisher’s role for
India in T20 World

Cup: Gavaskar

Chahal showed why leg-spinners are considered
match-winners in IPL, says Malinga

Barcelona, Apr 19:

Barcelona's faint hopes
of catching LaLiga leaders
Real Madrid suffered a
huge blow as they slipped
to a shock 1-0 home defeat
by relegation-threatened
Cadiz on Monday.

Real's last-gasp victory
at Sevilla on Sunday ex-
tended their advantage
over Barca in second to 15
points, but Xavi
Hernandez's in-form side
were expected to close the
gap by beating Cadiz at the
Camp Nou.

The hosts never really
got going, however, in front
of a disgruntled crowd and
Cadiz had the better first-
half openings with Lucas
Perez missing a glorious
opportunity to break the
deadlock.

Cadiz kept coming after
the interval and Perez
scored in the 48th minute
before the visitors wasted
further big chances to ex-
tend their advantage - Alex

Fernandez slotting wide
when it looked easier to
score. Barca piled on the
pressure but lacked that
killer pass as they slipped

to a first defeat in 16
LaLiga matches stretching
back to December. They re-
mained on 60 points from
31 games, 15 behind Real

who have one hand on the
trophy. "We had the
chances, more than
enough to take the three
points, but we have to rise

from this and think about
the next games," Xavi said.

"We have to change our
form as soon as possible.
We have got back into the
Champions League places
but we have to keep going.

"It's a very bad week for
us and we need to change
the dynamic as soon as
possible."

Aside from their shock
Europa League exit at
home to Eintracht
Frankfurt last week, Barca
have enjoyed a revival
under Xavi in recent
months to climb back into
the title race.

Not only had they gone
16 matches unbeaten in the
league, they had won their
previous seven LaLiga
games in a row, scoring 22
goals in the process. Other
than Ousmane Dembele's
shot, they did not look like
scoring in the opening pe-
riod, with Cadiz, looking
for their first-ever win in
the Nou Camp, much the
better side.

Barca stunned by Cadiz

Cadiz's Spanish forward Lucas Perez (3rdR) celebrates with teammates after scoring a goal 
during the Spanish League football match between FC Barcelona and Cadiz CF at the Camp Nou
stadium in Barcelona.
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A healthcare worker administers a dose of the Covid-19 preventive vaccine to a student in the age group of 12 to
14 years, at a school in Bikaner, Tuesday.

PREVENTIVE VACCINE
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New Delhi, Apr 19 (PTI):

BJP MP from North
West Delhi Hans Raj Hans,
in whose constituency vio-
lence took place during a
Hanuman Jayanti proces-
sion recently, on Tuesday
said the clashes were an ef-
fort to “spoil the image” of
the country and that of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi before British pre-
mier Boris Johnson, who
is scheduled to visit India
this week.

Hans, along with Delhi
BJP president Adesh
Gupta and Leader of
Opposition in the
Assembly Ramvir Singh
Bidhuri, met
Commissioner of Police
Rakesh Asthana regarding
the investigation into the
communal clashes at
Jahangirpuri in northwest
Delhi. “The prime minis-
ter of Britain is coming (to
India), so some insiders as
well as some outsiders
tried to spoil the image of
the country and that of the

prime minister. The prime
minister is continuously
trying to make India the
number one country in the

world. He has become an
international personality,”
Hans said at a press brief-
ing. Such people who want

to spoil the image of the
country pose a threat to
peace and harmony, he
said, adding that they will
not be spared this time.

At the meeting with
Asthana, the BJP leaders
lauded the role of the po-
lice in controlling the
Jahangirpuri violence and
demanded strict action
against the culprits.

Gupta said they urged
the police commissioner to
probe whether the main
accused in the case is an
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
activist as also to look into
the illegal businesses and
criminal antecedents of all
the accused.

Clashes broke out be-
tween two communities
during a Hanuman
Jayanti procession at
Jahangirpuri on Saturday,
leaving eight police per-
sonnel and a local resident
injured. According to po-
lice, there was stone-pelt-
ing and arson during the
clashes and some vehicles
were also torched.

‘Jahangirpuri violence effort to 
tarnish image of country, PM Modi’

A policeman interacts with residents in the violence-hit
Jahangirpuri area, in New Delhi, Tuesday.

Lucknow, Apr 19 (PTI): 

Amid incidents of vio-
lence during festivals in
some states, Uttar Pradesh
Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath has directed
that no religious proces-
sion should be taken out
without permission and
that usage of loudspeakers
should not inconvenience
others.

With Eid festival and
Akshaya Tritiya likely to
fall on the same day next
month and many other fes-
tivals lined up in the com-
ing days, Adityanath said
the police needs to be extra
cautious. During the
course of a review meet-
ing on law and order with
senior officials here on

Monday, he said everyone
has the freedom to follow
his method of worship ac-
cording to his religious
ideology. “Although mics
can be used, make sure the
sound does not come out of
any premises. Other peo-
ple should not face any
problem,” he said, adding
that no permission should
be given to install loud-
speakers at new sites.

“No religious proces-
sion should be taken out
without due permission.
Before giving permission,
an affidavit should be
taken from the organiser
regarding maintenance of
peace and harmony.

“Permission should be
given to only those reli-
gious processions, which
are traditional. New pro-
grammes should not be
given unnecessary per-
mission,” Adityanath
added.

‘No religious procession in UP to be taken out without permission’

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath at the 
distribution of the approval letter for the lease of land for
the rehabilitation of 63 Hindu Bengali families displaced

from East Pakistan, at Lok Bhawan in Lucknow.

Bhopal, Apr 19 (PTI):

Oranges grown in
Madhya Pradesh’s
Chhindwara district will
now have a distinct identi-
ty of their own from the
ones produced in Nagpur
in neighbouring
Maharashtra, and will be
called Satpuda orange
under the “one district one
produce” scheme of the
government, an official
said on Tuesday.

The authorities have
also created a QR code for
the fruit, which will reveal
all the information about
the variety, the moment
someone scans the code,
he said. Very few people
know that a major chunk
of Nagpur’s orange is
sourced from Chhindwara
district. It has played a

major role in getting
Nagpur the tag of Orange
City, the official from the
public relation depart-
ment said.

Under the one-district-
one-produce scheme, or-
anges grown in
Chhindwara will be
known as Satpuda orange ,
she said.

Oranges grown in
Chhindwara have a thin
cover, and are sweet and
juicy. Because of its dis-
tinct qualities, cultivators
were directly selling the
fruit to multi-national
companies, the official
said.

Oranges are grown in
Chhindwara district’s
Pandhurna, Saunsar,
Bicchua and other devel-
opment blocks in an area
of 25,000 hectares.

Chhindwara’s oranges get
new identity, named Satpuda

KKoollkkaattaa,,  AApprr  1199  ((PPTTII))::

A West Bengal government-
appointed special investigation
team (SIT) on Tuesday submit-
ted a progress report on its
investigation into the alleged
murder of student leader Anis
Khan to the Calcutta High Court.
Submitting the report in a
sealed cover before the court of
Justice Rajasekhar Mantha, the
state government’s lawyer told
it that the investigation was
nearing completion. Taking the
82-page report on record, the
court directed that the matter
will be taken up for hearing
again on Monday. Adjourning
the matter till April 18, the court
had on March 14 said that it
expects the investigation will be
completed in the meantime.

Since Justice Mantha did not
preside on Monday, the report
was submitted on Tuesday
before his court. Khan died on
February 19 in his residence at
Amta in Howrah district. His
father has alleged that he was
murdered by men wearing khaki
and civic volunteer uniform. The
SIT had arrested a home guard
and a civic volunteer in connec-
tion with the death of Khan and
they are in judicial custody.
Justice Mantha had said that an
extension of time to complete
the probe will not be considered
except for reasons beyond the
control of the investigating
agency. Justice Mantha, taking
up a petition by the deceased’s
father Salem Khan, along with a
suo motu petition initiated by
the court into the death, had on

February 24 said it is expected
that no stone will be left
unturned in course of such
investigation. Alleging that
Khan was murdered, senior
advocate Bikash Bhattacharya
had claimed before the court
that he had been brutally
assaulted by four people, of
whom one was in police uniform
and the other three in civic vol-
unteer dress, and thrown over
from the third floor of his home
on the night of February 19.
Khan’s family members have
been demanding a CBI investi-
gation into his death. Claiming
that the killing of Anis Khan, a
social activist, was a “premedi-
tated murder”, Bhattacharya
had prayed before the court that
an independent investigation be
ordered into it.

Anis Khan death case: SIT submits
probe progress report to Cal HC

New Delhi, Apr 19 (PTI):

President Ram Nath
Kovind has given his as-
sent to the Criminal
Procedure (Identification)
Bill, which empowers po-
lice to obtain physical and
biological samples of con-
victs and those accused of
crimes.

The Act, which replaces
the Identification of
Prisoners Act, 1920, was
passed by Lok Sabha on
April 4 and Rajya Sabha
on April 6.

“The following Act of
Parliament received the
assent of the President on
the 18th April, 2022 and is
hereby published for gen-
eral information:- The
Criminal Procedure

(Identification) Act, 2022
No.11 of 2022,” a gazette
notification issued by the
government said.

Apart from providing
legal sanction to police to
obtain physical and biolog-
ical samples of convicts
and detainees for investi-
gation in criminal mat-
ters, the legislation also
empowers a magistrate to
order measurements or
photographs of a person
to be taken to aid the inves-
tigation of an offence.

In case of acquittal or
discharge of the person,
all material must be de-
stroyed.

The Act explained the
types of data that may be
collected, people from
whom such data may be

collected and the authority
that can authorise such
collection.

It also provides for the
data to be stored in a cen-
tral database.

Both the 1920 Act and
the 2022 legislation clari-
fied that resistance or re-
fusal to give data will be
considered as an offence of
obstructing a public ser-
vant from doing his duty.

While participating in
the debate on the legisla-
tion in Rajya Sabha, Union
Home Minister Amit Shah
had said the biometric
data of political detainees
would not be collected and
the proposed law would ex-
clude brain mapping and
polygraph test from its
ambit.

President gives assent to Criminal 
Procedure (Identification) Bill

New Delhi, Apr 19 (PTI):

The Government is
bound by the assurance
given by the then deputy
Prime Minister L K
Advani to the Portugal
government that the
maximum sentence
handed out to gangster
Abu Salem will not ex-
ceed 25 years, the Union
home secretary has told
the Supreme Court.

In an affidavit filed in
pursuance to the apex
court’s April 12 order,
Union Home Secretary
Ajay Kumar Bhalla said
the assurance would
come into effect once the
period of 25 years ex-
pires on November 10,
2030. “It is respectfully
submitted that the
Government of India is

bound by the assurance
dated December 17, 2002.
The period of 25 years,
which is mentioned in
the assurance, will be
abided by the Union of
India at an appropriate
time subject to the reme-
dies which may be avail-
able, the affidavit said.

The home secretary
submitted that Salem’s
contention about non-
compliance of assurance
is premature and based
on hypothetical surmises
and can never be raised
in present proceedings.

He also stated in his af-
fidavit that judiciary is
independent in deciding
all cases including crimi-
nal cases in accordance
with the applicable laws
without in any way being
bound by any position

taken by the executive.
The matter is listed for
hearing before a bench of
Justices S K Kaul and M
M Sundresh on April 21.

The top court had earli-
er asked the Centre to
make its stand clear on
the issue.

It had said that the
stand on the commitment
made by the Union of
India would have wide
ramifications the next
time the country wants
to bring back any fugi-
tive. The top court had
said that it is not satis-
fied with the affidavit
filed by the Central
Bureau of Investigation
(CBI) which said that the
assurance given by India
to Portugal on the maxi-
mum sentence during the
extradition of Salem, a

convict in the 1993
Mumbai serial blast case,
is not binding on Indian
courts. On February 2,
the top court had sought
a response from the
Centre on a plea filed by
Salem, serving life im-
prisonment for his role
in the 1993 Mumbai seri-
al blasts case, contending
that his imprisonment
cannot extend beyond 25
years as per the terms of
the extradition treaty be-
tween India and
Portugal.

It had granted four
weeks to the Centre to re-
spond on a plea by Salem
claiming that the 2017
judgement of TADA
court sentencing him to
life imprisonment was
against the terms of the
extradition treaty.

Govt of India bound by assurance given
to Portugal on Abu Salem: Centre

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  AApprr  1199  ((PPTTII))::

The insurance scheme for
healthcare workers engaged in
COVID-19 related duties has
been extended further for a
period of 180 days from
Tuesday, and 1,905 claims have
been settled under it so far, the
Government said on Tuesday.
The Union Health Ministry said
it has been decided to extend
the policy to provide a safety
net to dependents of health
workers who are deputed to
take care of COVID-19 patients.
Since the launch of the
‘Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan
Package (PMGKP): insurance
scheme for healthcare workers
fighting COVID-19 on March
30, 2020, 1,905 claims of health
workers who died while being
deployed on COVID-19 related
duties have been settled, the

ministry said. The PMGKP was
launched to provide compre-
hensive personal accident
cover of Rs 50 Lakh to 22.12
lakh healthcare providers
including community health
workers and private health
workers who may have been in
direct contact and care of
COVID-19 patients and may be
at a risk of being impacted by
it. On account of the unprece-
dented situation, private hospi-
tal staff, retired, volunteers,
local urban bodies, contract,
daily wage, ad-hoc, outsourced
staff requisitioned by states,
central hospitals, autonomous
hospitals of central, states,
UTs, AIIMS and Institute of
National Importance (INI)/hos-
pitals of Central Ministries
specifically drafted for care of
COVID-19 patients are also
covered under the PMGKP.

Insurance scheme for healthcare
workers on Covid duty extended

Mumbai, Apr 19 (PTI):

A magistrate court in
Mumbai rejected the clo-
sure report filed by the po-
lice in a rape case against
T-Series company’s man-
aging director Bhushan
Kumar, son of music
baron the late Gulshan
Kumar, and held that vari-
ous legal aspects have
been compromised during
the investigation.

Noting that the com-
plainant woman has mis-
used provisions of law
that are meant for the
needy litigants by support-
ing the final report (B-
summary), the court di-
rected the police to probe
the matter as per the law
and the zonal DCP to mon-
itor the investigation. A “B
summary” report is filed

when the police classify
the case as maliciously
false or when there is no
evidence or a prima facie
case against the accused
after investigation.

Metropolitan magistrate
RR Khan had rejected the
summary report earlier
this month and the de-
tailed order was made
available on Monday.

The woman, after re-
ceiving the B summary no-
tice, filed an affidavit be-
fore the court, stating that
she is an actress and had
made allegations against
Bhushan Kumar due to
circumstantial misunder-
standing , and is with-
drawing them. She had
given her no objection to
the approval of the B-sum-
mary. As far as the victim
is concerned, she has set

the criminal law into mo-
tion and after some time
she is having no griev-
ances for acceptance of
the final report. Her con-
duct furnishes an assur-
ance that she has misused
the provisions of law that
are meant for needy liti-
gants. For her personal
gain and advantages, she
has crossed every limit
which all women are fol-
lowing for decades, the
court noted.

The judge also came
down heavily on Kumar
and a witness for filing in-
tervention pleas into the
matter.

The magistrate said that
both of them have no locus
to appear and intervene in
the matter and have
crossed all limits by filing
such pleas.

Court rejects closure report by police
in rape case against Bhushan Kumar

Colombo, Apr 19 (PTI):

Sri Lanka’s embattled
Prime Minister Mahinda
Rajapaksa on Tuesday
proposed to restore the
19th amendment to the
Constitution to curb pres-
idential powers and em-
power Parliament as
protests intensified in the
island nation against his
government over its han-
dling of the economy.
Addressing parliament
on the first day after the
traditional Sinhala and
Tamil New Year, Prime
Minister Rajapaksa said
it is important that a solu-
tion to the multiple crises
is found on a solid eco-
nomic, political and so-
cial foundation. I believe a

constitutional change
must take place. As a
start, I believe implement-
ing the 19th Amendment
with necessary and time-
ly changes is the best
short term solution for
the current situation in
the country, said Premier
Rajapaksa. It is my belief
that 19A has to be revived
with certain amendments
as a short term solution,”
he told the House. The
19A adopted in 2015
pruned presidential pow-
ers by empowering
Parliament above the ex-
ecutive president.
However, the 19A was
scrapped after his brother
Gotabaya Rajapaksa won
the November 2019 presi-
dential election. With the

blessings of the presi-
dent, we must walk to-
wards broader constitu-
tional reform in the fu-
ture, said the prime min-
ister. Speaker Mahinda
Yapa Abeywardana told
the House that a special
meeting was held yester-
day to arrive at short and
long term solutions from
within parliament to ad-
dress the current political
crisis. A number of party
leaders called for the
drafting of a new
Constitution as a long
term measure and the
strengthening of
Parliament by bringing in
the twenty-first amend-
ment to the Constitution
as a short term mecha-
nism, Abeywardana said.

Lanka PM Mahinda Rajapaksa proposes to curb
presidential powers amid anti-govt protests


