
60-feet-long steel bridge stolen in Sasaram
Sasaram, Apr 09 (PTI): 

A 60-feet-long steel
bridge was disman-
tled and stolen by a
group of men pos-
ing as government
officers in Bihar's
Sasaram district, po-
lice said on
Saturday.

The bridge,
weighing 500 tons,
was built over the

Arrah canal in Amiyawar
village in Nasriganj police
station area in 1972, they
said. A group of men, pos-

ing as officers of the
Irrigation Department,
dismantled the defunct
bridge with the help of
gas-cutters and earth-
movers over three days,
police said.

By the time the locals re-
alised what was happen-
ing and informed the po-
lice, they had fled with the
scrap, said Subhash
Kumar, the Station House
Officer (SHO) of
Nasriganj police station.

"It appears that the
whole operation was exe-
cuted with the help of un-

witting local officials of
the Irrigation
Department," he said.

A case was registered
and a hunt was on to nab
those behind the incident,
Kumar said.

Scrap dealers in the dis-
trict have been alerted
about the incident, he said.

"The bridge was too old
and declared dangerous
some time back. A new
concrete bridge was con-
structed adjacent to the
old one, and that is cur-
rently used by the locals,"
said Mantu Singh, a resi-

dent of the Amiyawar vil-
lage.

Taking a dig at the gov-
ernment over the incident,
Leader of Opposition
Tejashwi Yadav said the
thieves were inspired by
Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar and BJP leaders.

"If BJP and Nitish
Kumar can steal the gov-
ernment of Bihar, then
what is a bridge?" he said,
apparently referring to
Kumar's JD(U) severing
ties with the RJD to form a
government with BJP in
the state in 2017.

Greet
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: President Ram
Nath Kovind greeted citi-
zens on the eve of Ram
Navami on Saturday and
said Lord Ram inspires us
to follow the sublime val-
ues of virtue, tolerance,
kindness and fraternity.
He said Ram Navami is an
auspicious occasion to
recall the ideals of Lord
Ram and apply them in
our lives. Lord Ram's life
inspires us to follow the
sublime values of virtue,
tolerance, kindness and
fraternity, Kovind said.

Busted 
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Ten people,
including five women,
were arrested for
allegedly duping people
with offer of jobs, police
said on Saturday. They
have cheated more than
100 people in last four
months, police said. A
complaint was filed by
one Priya Gupta, a gradu-
ate, who said she had
applied for a job on an
online portal, a senior
police officer said.

Electrocution 
FFaatteehhppuurr:: Two members
of a family were electro-
cuted after than came in
contact with a high ten-
sion wire here, police
said on Saturday. They
identified the deceased
as Nishad (18) and his
uncle Jayaram (35), res-
idents of Jara Ka Dera
village under Chandpur
police station limits. A
power line broke and
fell on the barbed wire
used in fencing the
fields. On Friday night,
the duo came in contact
with it and were electro-
cuted, Chandpur police
station SHO Yogendra
Kumar said.

Murder
CCaannnniinngg:: A civic volun-
teer and his friend's
throats were slit and both
shot dead over a financial
dispute in West Bengal's
South 24 Parganas dis-
trict on Saturday, trigger-
ing a protest in which a
vehicle was set on fire,
police said. The incident
took place in Amratala
village in Usthi police sta-
tion area, when the
accused called them to
his factory on the pretext
of paying their money
back and murdered them,
an officer said. 
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BRIEF

A woman with a child sits
under the shade of a tree on

a hot summer day in New
Delhi, Saturday.

New Delhi, Apr 09 (PTI): 

Vaccine majors Serum
Institute of India (SII) and
Bharat Biotech on
Saturday said they have
decided to cut prices of the
precaution dose of their
respective COVID-19 vac-
cines to Rs 225 per shot for
private hospitals after dis-
cussion with the govern-
ment.

"We are pleased to an-
nounce that after discus-
sion with the central gov-
ernment, SII has decided
to revise the price of COV-

ISHIELD vaccine for pri-
vate hospitals from Rs 600
to Rs 225 per dose," SII
CEO Adar Poonawalla
said in a tweet. On Friday,
the company had said that
the precaution dose of its
Covishield vaccine against
COVID-19 will be priced at
Rs 600 per shot for eligible

individuals.
Bharat Biotech Co-

Founder Joint Managing
Director Suchitra Ella in a
tweet said: "We welcome
the decision to make avail-
able precautionary dose

for all adults. In consulta-
tion with the Central
Government, we have de-
cided to revise the price of
#COVAXIN from Rs 1,200
to Rs 225 per dose, for #pri-
vatehospitals."

New Delhi, Apr 09 (PTI): 

The Centre on Saturday
told the states that the pre-
caution dose will be of the
same COVID-19 vaccine as
the one used for the ad-
ministration of the first
two doses and that private
vaccination centres can
charge up to a maximum
of Rs 150 per dose as serv-
ice charge over and above
the cost of the vaccine.

The Centre announced
on Friday that the precau-
tion dose of Covid vac-
cines will be available to
everyone aged above 18
years at the private vacci-
nation centres from April
10. All those above the age
of 18, who have completed
nine months after the ad-
ministration of the second

dose, will be eligible for
the precaution dose.

Union Health Secretary
Rajesh Bhushan, who held
an orientation meeting of
the health secretaries of
all the states and Union
territories on Saturday,
also informed that no
fresh registration would
be required for the precau-
tion dose as all due benefi-
ciaries are already regis-
tered on the CoWIN plat-
form.

It was emphasised that
all vaccinations must
mandatorily be recorded
on CoWIN and both the op-
tions of "online appoint-
ment" and "walk-in" regis-
tration and vaccination
will be available at the pri-
vate Covid vaccination
centres (CVCs).

Shahjahanpur , Apr 09 (PTI): 
The father of a rape victim in
the infamous Asaram Bapu case
has expressed threat to his life
and that of his family by the
self-styled godman's support-
ers. This comes a day after a
girl's body was recovered from
a car parked inside one of
Asaram's ashrams in Gonda. A
follower of Asaram left a threat
letter at our house after hurling
abuses at me on March 21.
Derogatory language has been
used in the letter and the per-
son has also mentioned his
address on it, the victim's
father told PTI over phone on
Saturday. Following the threat,
the police deployed two consta-
bles outside their house and
since then, one of them was
withdrawn from duty.

New Delhi, Apr 09 (PTI): 

The Election
Commission has told the
Supreme Court that offer-
ing or distribution of any
freebies either before or
after an election is a policy
decision of the party con-
cerned and whether such
policies are financially vi-
able or have adverse effect,
has to be decided by the
voters of that state.

In its affidavit, the EC
said, "The Election

Commission of India can-
not regulate state policies
and decisions which may
be taken by the winning
party when they form the
government. Such an ac-
tion, without enabling pro-
visions in the law, would be
an overreach of powers."

The poll panel said, "... It
is also stated that offer-
ing/distribution of any
freebies either before or
after the election is a poli-
cy decision of the party
concerned and whether

such policies are financial-
ly viable or its adverse ef-
fect on the economic
health of the State is a
question that has to be con-
sidered and decided by the
voters of the state."

It said that in December
2016, a set of 47 proposals
on electoral reforms has
been sent to the Centre in
respect of reforms relating
to political parties of
which one chapter deals
with "de-registration of po-
litical parties".

Ahmedabad, Apr 09 (PTI):

A 67-year-old man from
Mumbai, who had travelled
to Vadodara in Gujarat last
month, was found infected
with XE, Omicron's sub-
variant that is considered
more transmissible than
other variants of coron-
avirus, making it the first
such case in the state, offi-
cials said on Saturday.

The patient had tested
positive for COVID-19 on
March 12 during his visit to

Vadodara, but had returned
to Mumbai the next day
without informing the local
authorities, the officials
said. He was later found in-
fected with the XE variant
as per a report given by a
Gandhinagar-based lab,
which was cross-checked
and confirmed by a facility
in Kolkata on Friday. The
man is currently in
Mumbai and his health con-
dition is stable, they added.

The state health depart-
ment said that the patient
was first tested for COVID-
19 at a private laboratory
after he developed fever fol-
lowing his arrival in
Vadodara in a flight.

Chennai, Apr 09 (PTI): 

Union Railways Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw on Saturday reiterated
that the Centre has no policy to
privatise the national transporter
and emphasised the need for the
sector to accept the latest tech-
nology to meet the aspirations of
the passengers, especially in
terms of safety and comfort.
The technology should be indige-
nous like the contribution of
Integral Coach Factory (ICF) to
Vande Bharat Express, and take
the sector forward, he said, while
virtually inaugurating the 20th all
India conference of the Bharatiya
Railway Mazdoor Sangh (BRMS)
at Rail mandapam, Perambur,
from Delhi. Vande Bharat Express
was designed and manufactured

by ICF at Perambur under the
Centre's Make in India initiative.
"The opposition parties are
repeatedly alleging a move to
privatise the railways. I wish to
clearly state that the railways is
a big complex
organisation...there's no policy to
privatise the railways. No such
plans, whatsoever," the minister
said. What is uppermost in the
mind (of administrator) is strive
to do what is better for the rail-
ways and take it forward, he
said. "There's no affinity for pri-
vatisation of railways but tech-
nology should be imbued,"
Vaishnaw said and added Prime
Minister Narendra Modi had
already said the Central govern-
ment has no intention to priva-
tise the railways.

Kevadia (Guj), Apr 09 (PTI): 

The concept of alterna-
tive dispute resolution
(ADR) has the potential to
transform the Indian legal
landscape by providing a
platform for millions of
people to settle their griev-
ances, Chief Justice of
India NV Ramana said
here on Saturday.

With adequate coopera-
tion from all stakeholders,
ADR can emerge as a tool
of social justice in India,
he said. Speaking at the in-
augural event of a two-day
national conference on me-
diation and information
technology organised near

the Statue of Unity here,
the CJI asked courts to
take an active effort to
make negotiation and me-
diation mandatory as part
of case management.

He also said those en-
gaged in the justice deliv-
ery mechanism need to
have a thorough under-
standing of new technolo-
gies, which have the poten-
tial to simplify the process.

"The concept of ADR,
through Lok Adalats,
Gram Nyayalayas, media-
tion and arbitration cen-
tres, has the potential to
transform the legal land-
scape of India by providing
millions of people a plat-
form to settle their griev-
ances," the CJI said.

It can reduce pendency,
save judicial resources and
time, and allow litigants "a
degree of control over the
dispute resolution process
and its outcome", he said,
adding that it is "one of the
most empowering methods
of resolving disputes as
they maximise the partici-
pation of stakeholders".

Bhubaneswar, Apr 09 (PTI):

Some may call it a su-
perstition, some may see it
as a business opportunity,
the day's first pitcher of
holy water drawn from fa-
mous Marichi `Kunda'
(pond) located in the
Mukteswar Temple here,
fetched Rs 1.30 lakh, in an
auction conducted on the
eve of Lord Lingaraj's an-
nual Rukuna Ratha festi-
val here. The auction for
the holy water was held on

Friday night near the
Marichi Kunda. It is be-
lieved that bathing in the
holy water helps resolve
fertility problems among
devotees. The auction was
conducted by Bodu Nijog,
a group of servitors of
Lord Lingaraj temple.

Chennai, Apr 09 (PTI) 
Opposing voices from promi-
nent southern political par-
ties, including BJP ally
AIADMK, continued on
Saturday against Union Home
Minister Amit Shah's state-
ment on Hindi, with former
Tamil Nadu chief minister O
Panneerselvam insisting the
language cannot be foisted.
Senior Telangana Minister K T
Rama Rao said "language
chauvinism and hegemony" in
the country will boomerang,
responding to Shah's com-
ments that Hindi can be an
alternative to English.
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‘ADR has potential to
transform legal landscape’

CJI NV Ramana

Shah’s remark
opposed

BUSINESS OPPURTUNITY

One pitcher of holy
water fetches Rs 1.3 lakh

VACCINE PRICE CUT

SII, Bharat Biotech cut COVID
vaccine prices to Rs 225

For private hospitals
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The private CVCs will maintain the vaccination sites in accordance
with the guidelines issued earlier by the Union health ministry.
"They can charge up to a maximum of Rs 150 per dose as service
charge for vaccination over and above the cost of the vaccine,"
Bhushan said. "Administration of precaution dose will be homolo-
gous -- same vaccine type will be used for precaution dose which
was used for vaccination of first and second dose," he stated.
Healthcare workers (HCWs), frontline workers (FLWs) and citizens
aged 60 years and above shall continue to receive the precaution
dose at the vaccination centres, including free vaccination at the
government vaccination centres, Bhushan underlined. 

‘Pvt centres can levy up to Rs 150 as service charge’

2013 Asaram Bapu Case

Rape victim’s
father cites threat

to him, family

‘Precaution dose to be
of same Covid vaccine’

First case of Omicron sub-variant
XE detected in Gujarat 

Elderly man from
Mumbai found
infected

‘No plan to privatise railways’ VOTERS SUPREME

‘Have no powers to decide if
freebies offered are viable’
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Books distributed among
EWS students at SSV - X

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Apr 09: Books for
the academic session 2022-
23 were distributed to class
1&2 students belonging to
economically weaker sec-
tions free of cost on

Saturday. Bipin
Deshmukh, Principal and
Harish Chandra
Chhatwani, Vice -Principal
distributed the books.
Bhawna Maheshwari
played a vital role in organ-
ising the event.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Apr 09: Shri Ram
Janmotsav Samiti has
made elaborate arrange-
ments to celebrate Ram
Navami in a grand man-
ner for the 37th consecu-
tive year. BJP National
Secretary Sunil Deodhar
will attend this program
scheduled to be held on
April 10 at Shri Ramlila
Maidan Power House.

The patrons of the com-
mittee, former Vidhan
Sabha Speaker Prem
Prakash Pandey and Shri
Shri 1008 Baba Ram
Balakdas Ji Maharaj of
Pateshwar Dham Balod,
Durg Lok Sabha MP Vijay

Baghel and Vaishalinagar
MLA Vidyaratan Bhasin
will be present as special
guests. All the prepara-
tions have been made by
the committee at the

venue. At the same time,
routes have been fixed for
the processions originat-
ing from all the blocks to
avoid traffic congestions.

Shri Ramjanmotsava

Samiti Youth Wing
President Manish Pandey
said that after a gap of two
years, once again a grand
celebration of Shri Ram
Navami is being organ-

ized. All the necessary
preparations have been
made at the venue.

Different teams have
been formed for making
seating arrangements of
the devotees, distribution
of prasad, drinking water
arrangement, etc. At the
same time, to avoid traffic
problems, the processions
will follow the fixed
routes.

Pandey added that a
team of 200 members has
also been formed by the
committee to maintain
order at the Dharma
Sabha venue. These vol-
unteers will remain ac-
tive during the entire pro-
gramme.

Over 100 shanties destroyed in slum fire; no casualties

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Apr 09: More
than 100 shanties at a
slum in Chhawani area
were destroyed after a
massive fire broke out
there on Saturday after-
noon. There was no re-
port of any casualty as
the residents had rushed
out of the slums after
sensing threat.

Eye witnesses claimed
that about one dozen
LPG cylinders exploded
in the area due to which
the entire slum was de-
stroyed. About 1000 un-
derprivileged people
were left homeless after
this incident. Some of
the locals alleged that the
fire tenders reached the
mishap site with great

delay. Some of the politi-
cal leaders have reached
the mishap site and
arrangements of food
and shelter are being
made for the affected fam-
ilies.

According to informa-
tion, a blaze erupted
around 14:45 hrs in the
slums of Khatik Mohalla
situated near Fruit
Market in Power House

Chhawani. Most of the
residents work as labour-
ers in the nearby indus-
tries and market. Soon a
cylinder exploded after
which the fire started to
spread. Within minutes,
the entire slum was en-
gulfed in blaze.

The LPG cylinders kept
in the hutments exploded
one after another. The
hutments made of bam-

boo, plastic sheets, etc
added fuel to the fire.
Locals tried to splash
water on the hutments
but failed to control the
fire.

On information, Fire
Tenders from BSP Fire
Brigade reached the spot
around 15:30 hrs and
launched the fire fighting
operations. Later, the Fire
Tenders of District

Administration also
reached the mishap site
and assisted in fire fight-
ing.

Till then, the blaze
had destroyed all the
shanties in this slum.
The flames were
brought under control
after about two hours.
Fire personnel have
doused the flames com-
pletely and cooled down

the entire mishap site.
The cause of the fire was
not clear.

The affected families
alleged that the fire
brigade took a lot of time
in responding. The fire
tenders reached the spot
with great delay due to
which the entire slum
was destroyed. Aggrieved
people had started

marching towards the
National Highway to
stage a chakka jam but
the cops intervened and
diffused the tension.

MLA Vaishali Nagar
Vidyaratan Bhasin,
Mayor Neeraj Pal, Ram
Janmotsava Samiti Youth
Wing President Manish
Pandey and other elected
representatives reached

the site and assured the
affected families of relief
operations. District
Collector Dr Sarveshwar
Narendra Bhure, SSP
Badri Narayan Meena,
BMC Commissioner
Prakash Sarwe and other
senior officials were also
at the mishap site to su-
pervise the relief and res-
cue operations.

Elaborate arrangements made to celebrate Ram Navami

Man commits suicide
four months after

wife’s death
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Apr 09: Body of a
28-year-old man was found
hanging at his home in
Khursipar on Saturday.
His wife had allegedly
committed suicide in the
same house about four
months ago. According to
family members, the man
was depressed after his
wife's death.

According to informa-
tion, the deceased was
Pintu Chaudhary, who
resided near Kabir
Mandir in Khursipar.
When the neighbours
found foul smell emerging
from his house, they in-

formed Police and there-
after the cops broke the
main entrance of the
house and found Pintu
Chaudhary hanging in his
room. As the body had
started to decompose, it is
assumed that the man
committed suicide about
three days ago.

In the month of
December 2021, his wife
had committed suicide
after a petty family dis-
pute. After her death,
Pintu had sent his chil-
dren to his in-laws place.
He was very depressed
after his wife's death.
Police have lodged a case
and investigations are on.
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Raipur, Apr 09: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
took to Twitter urging the
Railway Ministry to take
immediate cognizance of
the decision to cancel 10
passenger trains for one
month and ensure restora-
tion of the trains. The Chief
Minister said in his tweet
that - “There is a limit to
everything. After selling
the railway station, now 10
passenger trains have been
canceled for a month, ignor-
ing the suffering of the pub-
lic, just to earn profit.

@RailMinIndia take im-
mediate cognizance of this
anti-people decision and re-
store trains.”

It is worth mentioning
that before this, on the in-
structions of Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel,
Additional Chief Secretary
of Chhattisgarh
Government has written a
letter to Chairman and
Chief Executive Officer of
Railway Board, New Delhi

on 5th April to continue the
operation of local trains
passing through
Chhattisgarh. Drawing at-
tention of the Chairman of
the Railway Board towards
the problems being faced by
the citizens of
Chhattisgarh due to the clo-
sure of the operation of 8
local trains passing
through Chhattisgarh, he
has requested to continue
the operation of the trains.

In a letter to the
Chairman of the Railway
Board, Additional Chief
Secretary Subrat Sahoo has
written that the operation
of 10 local trains has been
stopped for one month
through an order issued by
the Principal Chief
Operations Manager,
South-East Central Railway,
Bilaspur on 31 March 2022.
Out of these, a total of 8
trains pass daily via differ-
ent rail routes in
Chhattisgarh. No alterna-
tive arrangement has been

made before the closure of
these trains.

The Additional Chief
Secretary has stated in the
letter that Chaitra Navratri
is going on and a large num-
ber of devotees from across
the country and the state
continue to visit the tem-
ples and shrines in
Chhattisgarh for ‘Devi
Darshan’. Rail route is con-
venient and one of the most
important mediums to
reach these places. In such
a situation, due to the clo-
sure of 08 such trains in the
state of Chhattisgarh, devo-
tees and common citizens
are facing huge difficulties
in reaching their destina-
tion.

He has also written in the
letter that a major chunk of
the passengers in the state
belong to the middle and
lower class, who reach their

destination every day while
traveling by the above 08
trains. Due to the closure of
local trains, a large number
of common people and stu-
dents are facing difficulties
in their everyday travel.
Stopping the operation of
trains also has an adverse
effect on the journeys made
during the summer vaca-
tions. Keeping in view the
aforementioned conditions,
the Additional Chief
Secretary has urged the
Chairman of the Railway
Board to cancel with imme-
diate effect the order issued
on March 31, 2022 by
Principal Chief Operations
Manager, South-East
Central Railway, Bilaspur. It
has also been requested to
direct the railways to re-
store the operations of
trains passing through
Chhattisgarh.

Raipur, Apr 09: After
hectic campaigning by
the senior leaders includ-
ing the Chief Minister of
neighouring Madhya
Pradesh Shivraj Singh
Chouhan as well as
Union Ministers Prahlad
Patel and Faggan Singh
Kulaste in Khairagarh,
the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) would be or-
ganizing a motor cycle
rally on April 10 in
favour of the party nomi-
nee Komal Janghel
ahead of the polling of
votes on April 12.

According to the infor-
mation received, the BJP

workers would be taking
out motor cycle rally on
Sunday morning from
Shitla Mandir premises
which would be covering
several important roads.

Meanwhile, the former
Chief Minister Dr
Raman Singh campaign
for Komal Janghel in
Chuikhadan by holding a
public meeting as the
campaigning gets into
concluding phase.

Rajya Sabha member
Ramvichar Netam too
launching scathing at-
tacking on ruling
Congress government
over key issues.

Raipur, Apr 09:
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) Kissan Morcha on
Saturday registered
protest against the state
government over alleged
deduction in the fourth in-
stallment to the farmers
under the Rajiv Nyay
Scheme.

Holding demonstration
here, the BJP Kissan
Morcha office-bearers
claimed that thirty to forty
percent deduction in the
fourth installment of the
benefits to the farmers
have been made. Kissan
Morcha Vice President
Gaurishankar Shrivas

said that the state govern-
ment should reply on the
allegations. He further

added that the Kissan
Morcha would continue to
hold demonstration

against the state govern-
ment till the farmers get
their desired amount of
benefit under the Nyay
Scheme.

Apart from raising slo-
gans against the state gov-
ernment, the agitated
Kissan Morcha members
resorted to road blockade
here. Prominent among
those present during the
demonstration were
District Vice President of
Kissan Morcha Sntosh
Sahu, District Secretary
Naresh Namdeo, Dinesh
tiwari and others, in-
forms a press release is-
sued here.

Raipur, Apr 09: Gearing
up for the next Legislative
Assembly polls in
Chhattisgarh, the Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) would
be giving party member-

ship to the people who
want to change the politics
in future.

Addressing a press con-
ference at party office here
on Saturday, the AAP Co
Convenor of Chhattisgarh
Unit Suraj Upadhayaya
and Secretary Uttam
Jaiswal said that AAP
Chhattisgarh unit in-
charge Sanjeev Jha would
be on ten-day visit to

Chhattisgarh next week
during which people from
various political and so-
cial sectors would be tak-
ing the membership of
AAP.

They further added that
newly-elected Rajya Sabha
member Dr Sandeep
Pathak too would be arriv-
ing on April 17 in
Chhattisgarh during
which a series of party

programmes would be or-
ganizing including the fe-
licitation function. Road
Show would also be organ-
ized on April 18 in
Bilaspur to welcome Dr
Sandeep Pathak who hails
from Mungeli District
close to Bilaspur. They
said that several key per-
sonalities would be joining
party in presence of cen-
tral leaders next week.

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Apr 09: Five
teams from district educa-
tion office and four teams
of development block level
conducted surprise in-
spection of sixteen private
schools today to gather in-
formation regarding the
purchase of uniforms,
books, copies used by the
children in the schools.
Surprise inspection of pri-
vate schools is also being
conducted to see whether
they are following rules
specified by the govern-
ment or not. Verification
of physical presence of
children admitted under
Right to Education Act
2009 was also done in in-
spection.

The inspection teams
saw to it whether the fee
fixed by the school is ap-
proved by the Fee
Regulatory Committee or
not and whether the fee
increase has exceeded 8
percent or not. The in-
spection teams also in-
spected arrangement of
fire extinguishers, drink-
ing water, cleanliness of
toilets, teaching rooms, at-
tendance of teachers and
children and vaccination
of children (Covid-19).

During inspection of
Navkar Public School,
Navapara, Abhanpur the
inspection team observed
that the school manage-
ment hiked fees more
than 8% as specified by
the fees committee. The
school manager and presi-
dent have been issued no-
tice in this regard.
Similarly, no document
could be provided to the
inspection team by KPS
School located at Gobra
Nawapara. Instructions
have been given them
through notice to attend
the office with all the doc-
uments. Notice is also
being issued to the nodal
officer of the concerned

government school.
Similarly, the principal

of Kanger Valley
Academy, Raipur was
served notice for setting
up shops to buy uniforms,
books and notebooks and
not providing any docu-
ments related to approval
of fee committee. The
school principal has been
instructed to be present
with all necessary docu-
ments. Radiant Way
School, Raipur could not
provide any documents
related departmental
recognition to the inspec-
tion team. The school
management was also
found to be selling books
and notebooks in the
school premises. Swami
Atmanand Vidyapeeth
Tilda was found to have
departmental recognition
from class Nursery to
VIII. The school was
found to allow admission
in KG-1 in place of
Nursery under RTE. In
Krishna Public School
Dunda Raipur, recogni-
tion certificate and other
documents were not
found to be maintained
properly. The school man-
agement and president
have been insteucted to be
present in Raipur District
Office with all documents.

Similarly, shortage of
teaching rooms and
trained teachers was
found in Chhattisgarh
Nagar Bhamashah
School. Fees were not in-
creased but the approval
of fee committee was not
obtained. The text books
provided by the govern-
ment to the school were
also not distributed to the
children. Positive initia-
tive was found in Delhi
Public School and
Radiant Way School.
Students suffering from
serious diseases or those
without parents have
been given relaxation
from 50% to 100%.

Take immediate cognizance of decision of 
cancellation of 10 passenger trains for a month

Baghel to Railway Ministry BJP protests deductions in Nyay benefits to farmers

Political and social personalities to take AAP membership next week
Party to hold 
series of meeting 
to strengthen
organization

BJP to hold motor 
cycle rally today

Surprise inspection in 16 pvt
schools, irregularities found
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Raipur, Apr 08: Chief
Minister Mr. Bhupesh
Baghel  participated in
Jhalmalko Laya-Lyor
Gotul Racha Utsav at vil-
lage Amakra in Antagarh
block of Kanker district.
This festival was organ-
ized to preserve the local
culture, tradition, folk
songs and folk dances.
Addressing the gathering
at the festival, the Chief
Minister made several an-
nouncements for the de-
velopment of the area. The
local people welcomed the
Chief Minister in a tradi-
tional way by garlanding
him with Mahua flowers
and tying peacock feathers
on his head.

Member of Parliament
from Bastar Lok Sabha
constituency Mr. Deepak
Baij, Parliamentary
Secretary Mr. Shishupal
Sori, MLA Mr. Anoop Nag,
Advisor to Chief Minister
Mr. Rajesh Tiwari and
Member of State Planning
Commission Mrs. Kanti
Nag were also present in
the celebration.

On a stage decorated
with Sal trees in Amakra,
Chief Minister Baghel  an-
nounced the grant of dis-
trict status to Koylibeda
and Amabeda in
Jhalmalko Laya-Lyor
Gotul Racha Utsav . He
also announced the estab-
lishment of District Co-op-
erative Bank at Koylibeda.
He further announced the
construction of 10 gotuls
and 10 devgudis in the
Antagarh area for the
preservation of the local
culture.

During his address, the
Chief Minister talked
about starting postgradu-

ate classes in government
colleges of Antagarh and
Pakhanjur, Pre-Matric
Boys Hostel at Kesekodi in
Koylibeda Block and
Balak Ashram at Kadme,
Pre-Matric Hostel at
Nagarbeda, Balak Ashram
at Aamkara, Kaleparas
High School.

Along with upgradation
in Higher Secondary
School, construction of
school building and
boundary wall at a cost of
Rs 35 lakh, installation of
divider-cum-street light in
Antagarh city,He also an-
nounced the establish-
ment of a fully equipped

Adarsh Community
Health Center and con-
struction of a Vishram
Bhavan.

He proposed to form an
organization to promote
dance, art and literature in
Kanker district like
‘Badal’ established in
Bastar and also approved
to send 14 youth of
Antagarh region on a
study tour to Indonesia to
study the innovations hap-
pening in the field of agri-
culture and forest produce.

Addressing the festival,
Chief Minister Shri
Baghel said that” I have
come here on the invita-

tion of the people of
Antagarh. I thank the peo-
ple for the warm welcome.
There is a lot of curiosity
about Gotul here in the
country and the world.
Traditional knowledge
and culture are passed on
from generation to genera-
tion through this institu-
tion. Chhattisgarh govern-
ment has approved the
construction of hundreds
of gotuls in Bastar,
Narayanpur and Kanker.

This will encourage the
spread of local culture and
knowledge. He said that
the state government has
sanctioned Rs.8 crore 19
lakh for the construction
of 126 gotulas and Rs.8
crore 22 lakh for the con-
struction of 224 devgudis.
The Chief Minister said
that in order to increase
the income of the people
living in Vananchal, the
government has increased
the number of forest pro-
duce purchased on sup-
port price from 7 to 65.
Units are also being set up
for collection, value addi-
tion and processing of
minor forest produce.

Baghel participates in Jhalmalko
Laya-Lyor Gotul Racha Utsav

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Apr 08: Chief
Minister Mr. Bhupesh
Baghel was accorded a
warm welcome on his ar-
rival at Narayanpur. Mr.
Baghel was welcomed by
the local artists of the
district with a mesmeriz-
ing dance performance
showcasing the tradition-
al tribal culture.

Chief Minister Mr.
Baghel was on a day-long

visit to Narayanpur.
Bastar MP Mr. Deepak
Baij, Chairman of
Handicraft Development
Board and MLA Mr.
Chandan Kashyap,
District Panchayat
President Mrs.
Shyambati Netam,
Municipality President
Mrs. Sunita Manjhi, Zila
Panchayat Vice
President Mr. Devnath
Usendi were present on
the occasion. The local

people’s representatives,
women organizations
and villagers, present on
the occasion, gave a
warm welcome to Chief
Minister Mr. Baghel. IG
Mr. Sundarraj P,
Collector Mr. Rituraj
R a g h u v a n s h i ,
Superintendent of Police
Mr. Sadanand Kumar,
along with other officers
and public representa-
tives of the area were
also present.

Raipur, Apr 09:
Preparations are being
made by the Chhattisgarh
State Election
Commission for the gener-
al and bye elections 2022
for the vacant posts of mu-
nicipal and three-tier pan-
chayats. In this series, the
program for preparing the
electoral roll has been re-
leased. In relation to the
process of preparation of
electoral rolls and online
software, training was
given by the officers of the
Commission through
video conferencing on
Wednesday in which em-
phasis was laid on prepa-
ration of error free voter
list. Deputy District
Election Officer,
Registration Officer,
Assistant Registration
Officer and Master
Trainers of all the dis-
tricts of the state were
present in the training.

It was told in the train-
ing that according to the
amendments made in
C h h a t t i s g a r h

Municipality Election
Rules 1994 and
Chhattisgarh Panchayat
Election Rules 1995, elec-
toral rolls have to be pre-
pared. Earlier, after the
initial publication of voter
lists, during the claim ob-
jection, applications of
whose names were not in-
cluded in the updated elec-
toral rolls of the Election
Commission of India,
their applications were
also taken for adding
names, but now applica-
tions will be taken only
from those who are eligi-
ble. In Form-A, applica-
tions will be taken from
only such eligible persons
whose name is there in the
electoral roll of the
Election Commission of
India but their name has
been missed in the initial

publication and their
name has appeared in the
wrong ward. Form A-1 has
been added after amend-
ment in the election rules.
In this, applications will
be taken from such per-
sons whose names are not
in the electoral roll of the
Election Commission of
India in the past, but their
names have been included
in the electoral roll of the
Election Commission of
India from the date of ini-
tial publication of claim
objections to the last date
of disposal of claim objec-
tions. Applications in
Form A-1 may be submit-
ted only to the
Registration Officers or
Assistant Registration
Officers. Along with the
application, documentary
evidence regarding inclu-

sion of name in the elec-
toral roll of the Election
Commission of India
such as order of the regis-
tering officer or EPIC
card will have to be sub-
mitted.

The name of the appli-
cant concerned can be en-
tered only after entering
the order key or EPIC
number in the software in
Format A-1. Before adding
the name through this for-
mat, it will be the respon-
sibility of the concerned
registering officer to en-
sure that the name of the
applicant concerned is
registered in the electoral
roll of the Election
Commission of India.
Applications for amend-
ment of entries in Form B
and deletion for various
reasons can be submitted
in Form C. During the
training, guidelines were
given regarding the neces-
sary preparation for the
electoral roll. The amend-
ment made in the provi-
sion related to the elec-
toral roll was asked to give
wide publicity.
Instructions were also
given to make the political
parties aware of the

amendment related provi-
sions and to make the gen-
eral public aware. Only
Forms A, B and C will be
taken at the polling sta-
tions by the authorized
staff. The name will be
added to the electoral roll
of the State Election
Commission only when
the applicant concerned
gets his name added to the
electoral roll of the
Election Commission of
India within the stipulat-
ed time period.
Information about the ap-
plications received daily
should also be made avail-
able to the Commission in
the prescribed formats
within the time limit.
During the claim objec-
tion process, instructions
were given to compulsori-
ly follow the guidelines is-
sued by the Central and
State Governments for
Covid-19. During the train-
ing, Deputy Secretary of
the Commission Mr.
Deepak Agarwal, Dr.
Santosh Devangan, Mrs.
Ankita Garg and Under
Secretary Mr. Alok Kumar
Srivastava, Mr. Pranay
Verma and other officers
were present.

Training,  review meeting for revision of electoral rolls held

Warm welcome accorded to Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel on his arrival at Narayanpur

RRaaiippuurr,,  AApprr  0099:: Under the
chairmanship of Ramnagar
Sahu Samaj president Kamal
Narayan Sahu a meeting was
called in connection with
Karma Jayanti celebration
and 29th mass community
marriage on May 08. The
meeting was attended by Dr
Ramji Sahu, Gopi Sahu,
Khemamlal Sahu, Mrs
Rajkumari Sahu, Daniram
Sahu, Mrs Mamta Sahu,
Rakesh Sahu and other mem-

bers of Sahu community. The
registration mass community
marriage has started.

For municipal and
three-tier panchayat
elections

DA strike gets
massive support

Raipur, Apt 09: Under the
banner of Chhattisgarh
K a r m a c h a r i - A d h i k a r i
Sangh, proposed three day
strike from April 11-13 in
support of 17% DA and HR
allowance is getting massive
support among the employ-
ees. Led by State GS O P
Sharma a team visited
Collector Office Raipur,
Treasury, MCH Raipur, Dr B
R Ambedkar Hospital, CMO
office and other offices on
April 08. They requested the
employees to apply for three
day leave for which employ-
ees gave their support. It was
informed that employees is
large number has filled will-
ingness form for three day
leave and on all the three
days will stage dhana at all
the districts. Government
Doctors Association presi-
dent Dr Gokul Sircar, Dr
Pramod Tiwari and other as-
sociations have extended
their support for this three
day strike. Karmachari-
Adhikari Sangh has cau-
tioned the employees not to
be get carried away  by ru-
mours circulating in the so-
cial media about the fulfill-
ment of their demands and
requested them to be firm on
strike.

‘Sahu Community discuss on host of issues’

Raipur, Apr 09: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
has greeted the people of
the state on the auspicious
occasion of Ram Navami.
He has wished for the hap-
piness and prosperity  for
the people of the state on
this occasion. Mr. Baghel
has said that Ram Navami,
the birthday of Maryada
Purushottam Lord Ram, is
celebrated with enthusi-
asm all over the country. It
is a matter of pride and
joy for Chhattisgarh that
Kaushalya Mata’s Dham
has been the maternal
home of ancient South
Kosal Shri Ram. Lord Ram
had  spent most of his
exile here.

Baghel has said that the
state government is devel-
oping the path through
which Lord Ram had
passed in Chhattisgarh
during the exile period,

The path is being devel-
oped into ‘Ram Van
Gaman Tourism Circuit’
which is an epitome of re-
ligious tourism. 75 places
have been identified under
the project. In the first
phase, the work of devel-
oping 9 places has been
started. First of all, the
temple of Kaushalya Mata
located in Chandkhuri is
the birthplace of Mata
Kaushalya which has been
renovated and the temple
complex has been beauti-
fied. Shivrinarayan, the
city of Mata Shabri, is also
being developed on the
same lines. The Chief
Minister said that the
country and the world
would soon be able to get
acquainted with the splen-
did and religious signifi-
cance of the places where
lord Ram laid his feet in
Chhattisgarh.

CM wishes people of
Chhattisgarh on Ram Navami

RRaaiippuurr,,  AApprr  0099:: The Indian
Institute of Technology Bhilai
began the YOGA MAHOT-
SAVAM,  a 80 day countdown
for the 8th International Yoga
Day that is to be observed on
June 21, 2022. The inaugura-
tion of this auspicious event
was done by the honorable
chief guests Prof. Rajat Moona,
Mrs. Rajni Moona, Dr. Rahul
Jain and Dr. Purnendu Das with
a lamp lighting ceremony.

The event began with the
Saraswati Vandana to instill a
sense of empathy between the
participants. This was followed
by demonstration of Surya

Namaskar, guided by the insti-
tute’s Yoga Instructor, Mr.
Vikas Taywade. 

At the end of the opening
ceremony, Dr. Purnendru Das
delivered a vote of thanks. The
event saw a great participation
of students. This fusion of
energy, strength, beauty of the
body and mind through prac-
tice will be continued as part of
the Yoga Mahotsav. The 80
days countdown will occasion a
spread of yoga as a buildup for
the International Yoga Day. IIT
Bhilai thus hopes to ignite the
“Mass Movement for Health
and Welfare” through yoga.

Opening ceremony of Int’nl Yoga Day 

BBaallccoonnaaggaarr,,  AApprr  0099:: Bharat
Aluminium Company Limited
(BALCO), India’s iconic alumini-
um producer, has developed an
Extended Reality (XR) experi-
ence zone to augment safety
training for its employees and
partners. The zone makes use of
Virtual Reality, Augmented
Reality and Mixed Reality tech-
nologies to enable simulation-
based training, thus ensuring an
immersive, engaging and safe
learning experience for the
workforce. BALCO has already
gone live with the Work at
Height safety training for its
employees, and will subsequent-
ly deploy other modules like
Confined Space, Using PPEs,
Forklift Driving, Pedestrian
Safety, Use of Fire Fighting
Equipment, etc. 

Speaking on the importance
of safety, Abhijit Pati, CEO and
Director, BALCO, said, “BALCO is
striving to create the safest
workplace in line with its philos-
ophy of ‘Zero Harm’, through
empowerment of each employee
to stop any unsafe activity at
site. Each member of the BALCO
family is committed to con-

tribute towards enhancing safe-
ty at workplace by adhering to
cardinal rules of Industrial
Safety, Occupational Health and
Environment Management. I am
certain that our combined
efforts will result in nurturing a
safety-first culture. Utilizing
technology to enhance safety
culture at workplace follows our
two-pronged approach towards
meeting our safety goals and
leveraging digital technologies.”
In order to ensure best-in-class
safety standards, BALCO has
partnered with DuPont
Sustainability Solutions to
implement their industry-leading
safety management solutions at
site. Recently the company won
National Safety Awards (Mines)
for the years 2017, 2018 and
2019.

BALCO deploys Extended
Reality technologies 

Raipur, Apr 09: Central
Bank of India, SRM,
Deputy General Manager,

Mrs Poppy Sharma
promoted as General
Manager and posted as
Zonal Head,
Chandigarh.

AGMs Sunil Nayak
and BJ Rao, Chief
Managers, Branch
Heads and large num-
ber of staff from vari-

ous branches were present
during her farewell func-
tion.

Poppy Sharma promoted
as GM, Central Bank RRaaiippuurr,,  AApprr  0099:: CAIT  National

Vice President Amar Parwani,
Chairman Mangelal Maloo,
Amar Gidwani, State President,
Jitendra Doshi,  States Working
President Vikram Singh Deo,
Parmanand Jain, Vashu
Makhija, State General
Secretary Suriender Singh,
State Working General
Secretary Bharat Jain, State
Treasurer Ajay Agrawal and
state media incharge Sanjay
Choubey informed the
Confederation of All India

Traders (CAIT) and Indian
Footwear Association (IFA) on
Thursday urged Union Finance
Minister Mrs. Nirmala
Sitharaman to keep GST tax
rate on footwear at 5% below
the cost of Rs.1000 and above
Rs. 1000 @ 12% as it was appli-
cable till  December 31st, 2021.
On the other hand both CAIT
and IFA also urged Union
Commerce Minister, Piyush
Goyal to make BIS standards
applicable only on footwear
costing above Rs.1000. The

CAIT and IAF argued that near-
ly 85% of the population of the
country consume footwear
costing less than Rs.1000 and
therefore any increase in GST
tax rate will directly fall on
consumers and since 90% pro-
duction of footwear is done
largely by small and poor peo-
ple or cobbler in home made
industry or cottage industry and
maximum usage is by low and
medium income group hence it is
impossible to apply BIS standards
on larger part of the footwear

manufacturing in India. Beside
Finance Minister Mrs. Nirmala
Sitharaman, the CAIT & IAF have
sent representations to all State
Finance Ministers to keep 5%
GST tax slab on footwear and a
representation has also been
sent to Commerce Minister,
Piyush Goyal to amend the BIS
standards and make them appli-
cable on footwear costing above
Rs.1000. Both these steps will
empower Atamnirbhar Bharat &
Make in India call of PM,
Narendra Modi.

CAIT urge 5% GST on footwear & amendments in BIS Standards on Footwear

RRaaiippuurr,,  AApprr  0099::  hief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel will inaugurate
various works under the Ram Van
Gaman tourism circuit on April 10
at Shivrinarayanon , a famous
pilgrimage site in Janjgir-
Champa district, , He will also
give awards to the Manas con-
gregations who will bag the  first
three places in the closing cere-
mony of the state level Manas
singing competition. The pro-
gram will be presided over by the
Home Minister Tamradhwaj
Sahu. Member of Parliament Shri
Guharam Ajgale, Chairman of
Gau Seva Commission, Rajeshree
Mahant Dr. Ramsundar Das,
Chairman of Shakambhari Board
Ramkumar Patel, MLA Indu
Banjare, Chairman of
Chhattisgarh Tourism Board Atal
Shrivastava, Vice President
Chitrarekha Sahu, as special

guests will also be present on
this occasion.

Chief Minister Baghel will
inaugurate various facilities
developed at Shivrinarayan at a
cost of Rs.6 crore under Ram
Gaman tourism circuit. These
include up gradation and beauti-
fication of the temple complex of
Shivrinarayan, lamp pillar,
Ramayana Interpretation Center
and Tourist Information Center,
grand entrance on the temple
route, development and beautifi-
cation of river ghat, construction
of the statue of Lord Ram-
Lakshman and Shabri Mata in the
ghat. Similarly, the Ghat includes
construction of View Point Kiosk,
Landscaping Works, Boundary
Wall, Modular Shop, Spacious
Parking Area and Public Toilet.

Baghel will give prize money
of Rs. 5 lakh to the Manas con-

gregations securing first posi-
tion, Rs. 3 lakh for second place
and Rs. 2 lakh for third place in
state level singing competition of
Manas. It is noteworthy that in
this competition being organized
in Shivrinarayan, about 350
artists have participated from
selected Manas circles of 25 dis-
tricts.District Panchayat
President Janjgir-Champa Yanita
Yashwant Chandra, Vice
President Raghvendra Singh,
President of Nagar Panchayat
Shivrinarayan Anjani Tiwari and
President Janpad Panchayat
Nawagarh Preeti Devi Singh will
be present in the program.

Bhajan Samrat Anup Jalota
and Jasgeet Samrat Dilip
Shadangi will shower the audi-
ence with beautiful performanc-
es Cultural programs will also be
organized at the conclusion of

the state level Manas singing
competition and the inauguration
of various works of Ram Van
Gaman tourism circuit.
According to the information
received from the Culture
Department, on April 10, from 12
noon to 2.30 pm, the state level
Manas singing competition will
be presented by the Jasgeet
Samrat Shri Dilip Shadangi from
3 pm onwards. At 6 pm, there will
be a perfomance by the winning
group in the state level Manas
singing competition.Maha Aarti
will be organized at Baba Ghat
from 6.30 pm to 7.30 pm. At 7.30
pm there will be a dance drama
based on the Ram-Shabri episode
by the convocation group
Khairagarh and at 8 pm there will
be a performance of Bhajan
Samrat Padmashree Anoop
Jalota.

Baghel to inaugurate various facilities developed under Ram Van
Gaman tourism circuit in Shivrinarayan today



Residents submit memorandum to Collector
Central Chronicle News

G o u r e l l a - P e n d r a -
Marwahi, Apr 09: In
order to increase the area
of irrigation in Pendra /
Marwahi assembly con-
stituency, former Chief
Minister Late Ajit Jogi had
established the Water
Resources Division
Marwahi office 21 years
ago during his tenure as
Chief Minister.

Due to which the area
under irrigation increased
from 4 percent to 32 per-
cent, but the present gov-
ernment has issued an
order to shift this office
from here and adjust it to
Bodhghat project, due to
which there is resentment
among the residents of the

area. JCC(J) has also
submitted a memo-
randum in the name
of the Chief
Minister to the
Collector in protest
against this.

It has been said in
the memorandum
that the livelihood of
the people of this ex-
tremely backward
tribal dominated dis-
trict is mainly based
on agricultural activities.

The geographical struc-
ture of this district is most-
ly hilly from where more
than 7 rivers have their ori-
gin. Water Resources
Division Marwahi is con-
ducting other construction
works including reservoir,
anicut in the river chan-

nels of the district.
At present, many con-

struction works are going
on for irrigation work and
many works are included
in the budget for approval.
Some works are also pro-
posed after being surveyed,
in such a situation, if the
Marwahi Irrigation

Division is sent elsewhere,
the plans for development,
agriculture and irrigation
will be affected.

Kolbira medium irriga-
tion project of the district
to be built on Son River is
proposed in the budget, in
such a situation, shifting
the Marwahi Water

Resources Division
elsewhere will be
blocking the devel-
opment of the area.

A public agitation
has been warned de-
manding that the of-
fice of Water
Resources Division
Marwahi be kept un-
changed for increas-
ing the area of irri-
gation.

Chief among
those who submitted the
memorandum were State
Vice President Ramniwas
Tiwari, Rural District
President Ramshankar
Rai, City District President
Ashok Nagaich, Senior
Leader Omprakash
Jaiswal, MLA
Representative Ganesh

Jaiswal and Nirman
Jaiswal, Block President
Vinay Choubey Marwahi
and others.

Commissioner and Collector
inspect Hatpadmoor Gouthan

Central Chronicle News

Jagdalpur, Apr 09:
Commissioner Shyam
Dhawade and Collector
Rajat Bansal reached
Hatpadmoor Gothan in
Jagdalpur development
block here and discussed
with the members of self-
help groups and inquired
about the economic activi-
ties conducted here.

During the discussion,
the members of the
Women's Self Help Group
gave information regard-
ing the purchase of cow
dung being done under
the Godhan Nyay Yojana
and the vermi compost
and super compost being
prepared from it.

In view of the goat and
fowl shed being prepared
here, instructions were
given to the officers of the
Animal Husbandry

Department to manage
the goats and fowl produc-
tion. The commissioner,
while discussing with the
members of the self-help
group, discussed the
changes coming in their
lives due to the construc-
tion of Gauthans in the
village and the benefits of
the schemes run by the
government.

During this, the women

told that their self-confi-
dence is increasing con-
tinuously due to the train-
ing and assistance of em-
ployment-oriented works
being given by the gov-
ernment. The commis-
sioner directed to provide
Kisan Credit Card to all
the eligible beneficiaries
while ensuring the distri-
bution of Forest Rights
Recognition Letter and

Kisan Book within 
a week.

During this, he also dis-
cussed with the villagers
regarding the education
and health facilities avail-
able in the village. Along
with this, instructions
were also given by the of-
ficials to prepare a pro-
posal for siltation of
Goria Bahar drain under
Narva development.

Central Chronicle News

Khairagarh, Apr 09: The
series of public meeting in
the electioneering for
Khairagarh By-poll by CM
Bhupesh Baghel is witness-
ing huge crowd and speak-
ing in context of increasing
interest of voters towards
Congress, MLA Devendra
Yadav said that series of
public meetings by CM
Baghel has changed all the
political equations in the
region. All the more, BJP
has been exposed as one
creating doubts and spread-
ing false rumour among
electorate of Khairagarh

VS area.
Speaking on the occa-

sion, Devendra Yadav said
that entire poll manage-
ment and mathematics of
BJP has gone for a toss in
front of slogan 'Bhupesh ke
Bharosa' and after declara-
tion of formation of one
district combining
Khairagarh, Chuikhadan
and Gandai by the CM, BJP
stands in the state of men-
tal bankruptcy.

Probably it is for this
reason that the former CM
Raman Singh and other
BJP leaders have started
protesting making the
above three as new
Khairagarh district.
Yadav said that it is now
aptly clear to BJP that
with victory of Yashoda
Verma as party's candi-
date for Khairagarh by-
poll, formation of new
District of Khairagarh
combining the other two is

for sure and nobody can
stop its formation.

Once Khairagarh,
Chuikhadan and Gandai
will become a district, the
likely development works
in the region cannot be
stopped and the Raman
government which ruled
the state for 15 years would
go into oblivion after this
Vidhan Sabha by-poll.

Speaking further Yadav
said that what all promises

Bhupesh Baghel has made
till date, it has been fulfilled
and ensured that on forma-
tion of district, there will
be overall development in
Khairagarh, Chuikhadan,
Gandai and Salvehara area
and people of the region
will get all basic amenities.

So he made an appeal to
all the electorate of the re-
gion to vote in favour of
Congress candidate
Yashoda Verma so as to en-
sure development works in
new district of Khairagarh
combining Gandai and
Chuikhadan and in entire
VS area. It is on declara-
tion of results on April 17
that the new District of
Khairagrh, Chuikhadan
and Gandai will be made
as the 33rd district of the
state and which in turn
will open new chapters of
development under leader-
ship of CM Bhupesh
Baghel, he added.

Health workers to go on a three-day group holiday 

Central Chronicle News

Arang, Apr 09: On the
call of Chhattisgarh State
Health Employees Union
and Employees Officer
United Front
Chhattisgarh, the health
staff is going on a three-
day group holiday on 11, 12
and 13 April seeking fulfill-
ment of the 28-point main
demands related to the
order of pay and the four-
level promoted pay scale.

The departmental pro-
posal is pending at the gov-
ernment level by remov-
ing the salary discrepancy
of 23 cadres of the health
department along with the
supply of house rent al-
lowance on the basis of
7th pay scale and 17 per-
cent dearness allowance
and regularization of ir-
regular employees as
promised in the Congress
manifesto.

Salik Naurange, Block
President of State Health
Employees Union Arang,
said that for the last 12
years, our organization
has been continuously
bringing its pending de-
mands to the attention of
the government-adminis-
tration, but till date no de-
mand has been fulfilled.

On 07 March, dharna
demonstrations were held
at the district level, on 21
March at the divisional
level and on 30 March at
the provincial level. In the
fourth phase, the staff will
go on a group holiday on
11, 12 and 13, to justify
their demands.

On this occasion, Block

Medical Officer Dr. K.S.
Roy, Dr. T.L. Todar, Dr. M.L.
Bhuvarya, Dr. Anamika
Kurre, Dr. Dipanjali
Devangan, Dr. Rahul Raj,
BEE Mahesh Chandrakar,
NMA Poonam Yadav, Shiv
Sahu, BAM Sinha, BDM
Ved Devangan, Accounted
Anamika Tiwari, MLT
Arvind Chandrakar,

Bedram Chaturvedi,
Mukesh Sahu, Tikam
Sahu, Lekhpal, Kiran
Nishad, Chitrakant Sahu,
GP Patel, Sudharam
Kanwar, Reena Roy, B.C.
Kishan Surja, CHO
Mukesh Tandon, Eye
Assistant Officer Naresh
Sahu, Pharmacist Bhavna
Kannauje, Abhishek
Sharma, STS Tara Sahu,
Staff Nurse Manjula
Sinha, Meena Kariyare,
Geetanjali Sahu, Swapna
Nand, Susmita Mashih,
Yashoda Kurre, Santoshi
Sahu, Kumudni Sahu,
Narina Bagh, Mukta
Toppo, DEO, Pooja
Kunjam, Mahesh Hirwani,
Bhuneshwar Khandelwal,
Dental Assistant Takesh
Sen, RHC Ashwan Yukti
Tandon, Kovid Verifier
Pawan Naurange,
Vaccinator Aruna Kosle,
Driver Kamal Chandrakar,
Class IV Santosh
Kannauje, Jawahar Dhruv,
and a large number of em-
ployees have filled the
leave form.

Person nabbed with 
35 qtr bottles of liquor

Central Chronicle News

Khairagarh, Apr 09:
Khairagarh Police has ar-
rested an aged person on
charges of selling illicit
liquor in Thelkadih thana
area and sent him to jail.

As per information in
this regard, it was as per
instructions from SP and
Add. SP, it was under guid-
ance of DSP Dinesh Sinha,
it was under leadership of
TI sub-inspector Satish
Puria, the Police is con-
ducted regular raids in
order to put a check on il-
licit sale of liquor.

It was on Thursday, as
per tip from an informer,
an aged person Vishnu
Yadav, S/o Late
Shatrudhan Yadav, (58)
R/o Gram Thelkadih, was
found selling illicit liquor
in his bike bearing No. CG
08 N 5509 and was going
from Ladbari to

Thelkadih.
On getting information,

Police reached the site and
nabbed the accused and
when search was conduct-
ed in his bike, a total of 35

quarter bottles of Goa spe-
cial liquor worth Rs 4200
was found and including
cost of bike worth Rs
20000, the police seized the
two and send him to jail.

Govt releases innocent tribals
booked in naxal cases 

Central Chronicle News

Konta / Sukma, Apr 09:
Some figures have come to
the fore regarding the re-
lease of innocent tribals
who have been arrested in
Naxal cases. Sukma SP
Sunil Sharma said that 110
cases of Sukma district
were pending before the
court in which 413 tribals
were imprisoned in vari-
ous jails. In this, the work
has been done very fast as
per the intention of the
government.

In this, the team of SP
Om Chandel, DSP Parul
Garg has worked by form-
ing a committee, giving
speed to it, within 9
months, a total of 146 trib-
als have been released
from jail after finding

them guilty in 40 cases.
Apart from this, only 24
cases are pending, which
will be made zero within
the next 3 months. This
pace is very fast and we
are working with great

sensitivity. It is worth not-
ing that after the Salwa
Judum was launched in
2006, hundreds of tribals
were arrested in Naxal
cases. Many of these peo-
ple were also those who

did not really work for the
Naxalite organization and
they were arrested in one
case or the other for vari-
ous reasons and remained
in jail for years. But the
present Bhupesh govern-
ment started work on this
whole episode with the an-
nouncement in its mani-
festo.

However, the decision of
all this is in the court and
only after a thorough in-
vestigation, the tribals,
who are found acquitted in
the investigation, are
being released. In the
same sequence, there are
413 tribals of Sukma dis-
trict whose decision is
being taken by the court.
Many of these have also
been decided and they
have also been released.

Two suspended BJP 
corporators join Cong fold

Central Chronicle News

Khairagarh, Apr 09:
Two BJP corporators sus-
pended from BJP joined
Congress fold in the pres-
ence of CM Bhupesh
Baghel before the public
meeting in Gram
Jhuranadi.

Last month corporator
from Chuikhadan Rakesh
Vaishnav and Suresh
Yadav of BJP were sus-
pended from the party and
on getting influenced with
the schemes and policies
of Baghel's government,
duo joined Congress fold
in presence of CM.

It is notable here that on
getting ousted from urban
body of Chuikhadan, BJP
has suspended two of its
corporators on charges of

being involved in anti-
party activities. As there

were speculations, the sus-
pended corporator duo

joined Congress fold here
on Friday.
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On the call of CSHEU
and EOUF

Appeals all to vote 
in favour of Cong
candidate Yashoda
Verma
Khairagarh VS 
by-poll

Baghel's meeting has changed all
political equations: Yadav

Devendra Yadav

Resent transfer of Irrigation Division Office to Bodhghat

Manoj Gupta, presi-
dent of the District
Congress Committee,
Gaurela Pendra Marwahi,
said that this district is an
agricultural area; the ex-
tinction of the Bodhghat
project in Bilaspur, water
resources division, is
harmful for the area. 

A letter has been writ-
ten to Speaker Charan
Das Mahant and MP Smt.
Jyotsna Mahant, de-
manding to keep the
Marwahi Water
Resources Department
intact.

Devbrath Singh’s death irreparable
loss to Chhattisgarh: Singh Deo

BBaazzaarr--AAttaarriiaa,,  AApprr  0099:: The campaigning here in the region for the last
phase of the assembly by-elections is towards the last phase, and both
the BJP and Congress have put forward all their strength in claiming vic-
tory in the prestigious considered seat represented for almost three
decades by late Raja Devbrath Singh.  Addressing a general public
meeting here Health Minster TS Singh Deo, said that the Congress party
works in the interest of the people and therefore the people of the state
have formed a government reposing their faith in the party. 



DAMAGE

A damaged vehicle after a tree fell on it due to strong winds and rainfall, in Karad, Saturday
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BRIEF
Helpline

Noida: The Gautam
Buddh Nagar Police
continued its anti-
Romeo drive across
public places in Noida
and Greater Noida
and informed girls
and women to call the
helpline 1090 immedi-
ately in case of any
harassment, officials
said. As part of the
campaign, which
started on April 1 and
would continue till
April 15, police offi-
cials are interacting
with girls and women
at markets, shopping
malls, metro stations,
workplaces, schools
and colleges to raise
awareness.

Policy
New Delhi: Delhi is
likely to have a food
truck policy by July, a
move that is aimed at
strengthening the
night-time economy
and promoting the
food and beverages in-
dustry, official sources
said. The announce-
ment about the policy
was made in the budg-
et for the financial
year 2022-23 by Delhi
Deputy Chief
Minister Manish
Sisodia on March 26.
The government had
then said it would pro-
vide land for cloud
kitchens, redevelop
major food hubs, and
bring food truck policy.

Supplier
Gurugram: An ille-
gal weapon supplier
was arrested from a
car with four pistols
in his possession, even
as his accomplice
managed to escape,
police here said. An
FIR has been regis-
tered at Bhondsi
Police Station and an
investigation taken
up. Sumit is a resident
of Samchana village
in Rohtak district.
During vehicle check-
ing near Sohna, police
signalled a car coming
from Sohna side to
stop, but the driver did
not pay heed. One of
them fled as the car
was stopped, the other
was nabbed.

Held
Mumbai: Two per-
sons were arrested for
possession of over 1.9
kg of heroin worth Rs
5.8 crore, in suburban
Mankhurd here, po-
lice said. A team from
unit-3 of Mumbai po-
lice’s crime branch in-
tercepted a 52-year-old
woman drug peddler
at Lallubhai com-
pound in Mankhurd,
an official said. The
woman was walking
with a 67-year-old
man, and following a
search, the police
seized 1.935 kg of the
contraband concealed
in two water bottles.
The woman and her
accomplice were ar-
rested.

New Delhi, Apr 09 (PTI):

The Delhi University
(DU) has asked to the
College of Art to start the
admission process and has
informed the city govern-
ment that the college will
not be de-affiliated from
the varsity, vice-chancellor
Yogesh Singh said.

He said the issues be-
tween the 12 DU colleges
funded by city govern-
ment and the AAP dispen-
sation had arisen due to
procedural lapses, and
they are being sorted.

The office of L-G had
earlier given an in princi-
ple approval to the merger
of College of Art (CoA)
with the state-run
Ambedkar University
subject to its de-affiliation
from DU.

However, Executive

Council of the university,
which is its highest deci-
sion making body, refused
to de-affiliate the college.

“The proposal was by
the college. DU has a sys-
tem and it has not given
an NOC for de-affiliation
ever. The university’s
Executive Council has de-
cided to not give an NOC.
We have conveyed our de-

cision to the Delhi govern-
ment,” Singh told PTI in
an interview.

“We have written to
them to start the admis-
sion process. We have told
them that we are not de-af-
filiating you. We will fol-
low what the EC has decid-
ed. Students are suffering
because of the delay,” he
said. The admissions to
the fine arts college have
been delayed due to the de-
affiliation tussle.

Over the last few years,
the Delhi government has
several times locked
horns with the DU admin-
istration over the funding
of 12 DU colleges funded
by it.

The Delhi government
has in the past stalled
funding of these colleges
pending formation of gov-
erning bodies in these col-

leges, which is composed
of people nominated by
the government and ap-
proved by the varsity.

“See the problem is that
colleges got additional
posts created after getting
approval from their gov-
erning bodies. But they
did not take funding ap-
proval from the funding
agency, which is the Delhi
government in this case,”
Singh said.

He said that this had
been going on for several
years and nobody paid
heed to it but when the
funding agency saw this,
they objected to it.

“This is what I have un-
derstood so far. It was a
procedural lapse and
there was an issue of trust
deficit,” he said. So how
are things being sorted
now?

College of Art to stay with DU,
can begin admission process

Yogesh Singh

Thiruvananthapuram, Apr 09 (PTI):

Congress leader K
Muraleedharan on
Saturday took exception
to his colleague KV
Thomas’ decision to at-
tend the seminar being
held as part of the
CPI(M)’s 23rd Party
Congress and said the left
party’s state leadership is
the one that longs for the
ruin of the grand-old
party.

The MP said it was a col-
lective decision that no
Congress man should take
part in the ongoing party
congress of the CPI(M)
and the MPs from the
southern state had made a
special request in this con-
nection to party chief
Sonia Gandhi. The senior
leader also said it would-
n’t be an issue if the con-
vention was held in any
other part of the country.
The Kerala CPI(M) had a
hidden agenda to create is-
sues within the Congress
by personally inviting
some of its select leaders,

he alleged.
Asked about the al-

liance between Congress
and the Marxist party in
other parts of the country,
Muraleedharan said bar-
ring the party men from
attending the CPI(M) con-
ference does not mean
that there should not be
any such partnerships.

“This ongoing party
congress is being hosted
by the Kerala unit of the
CPI (M). They are blind in
its hatred towards the
Congress and the one who
is longing for its ruin. It is
not appropriate for any

Congressman to take part
in their event,” he told re-
porters.

He also criticised Chief
Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan, saying that he
was acting like a depen-
dant of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi now-a-
days and he was the only
person who did not utter
any word against the BJP
in his welcome speech
during the party congress.

Vijayan was afraid that
he might not get the
Centre’s approval for the
Silver Line rail corridor
project if he speaks
against the BJP, the
Congress leader further
alleged.

However, he said he was
not belittling the contribu-
tions of KV Thomas to the
party so far but a decision
of the party high com-
mand was equally applica-
ble to everyone.

Meanwhile, CPI(M) gen-
eral secretary Sitaram
Yechury told reporters in
Kannur that Thomas was
invited to the conference

as a Congress leader.
“The defence of secular-

ism, of federalism, of
democracy and protecting
India’s Constitution is of
paramount importance.
We want everybody who
stands by the Constitution
to come to its defence. We
invited everybody and it is
the Congress party’s deci-
sion what for them to do,”
he said.

Thomas on Friday re-
ceived a rousing reception
when he arrived at the in-
ternational airport in
Kannur to take part in the
seminar on “Centre-State
relations” defying the
edict of the party high
command.

The Congress leader
had said he would take
part in the seminar but
would not quit the party
and remain as a
Congressman till his last
breath.

Besides Thomas,
Pinarayi Vijayan and his
Tamil Nadu counterpart
M K Stalin are also partic-
ipating in the seminar.

‘CPI(M) longs for Congress’s ruin, Thomas’ decision wrong’

K Muraleedharan

Patna, April 09 (PTI):

Bihar Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar on Saturday
expressed surprise over
the defeat of many NDA
candidates in the recent bi-
ennial election to the state
legislative council and as-
serted that the result,
which caused the NDA’s
tally in the upper house to
fall, was not a cause of
worry for the ruling al-
liance.

He asserted that this will
have no bearing upon the
assembly by-election next
week in Bochahan where
he was confident of the
BJP nominee’s victory.

The council election was
not one in which candi-
dates are chosen directly
by the people. Nonetheless,
I was surprised to see
many candidates who
seemed so confident of
winning getting defeated ,
Kumar told reporters.
Election was held in 24
seats of the 75-strong leg-

islative council and NDA
won 13, more than half the
total number. BJP bagged
seven seats while the chief
minister’s JD(U) won five.
Rashtriya Lok Janshakti
Party of Union Minister
Pashupati Kumar Paras
also clinched one seat.
However, the NDA held al-
together 20 of these seats

previously though the
JD(U) was not with the
BJP-led alliance when the
election was last held in
2015, a fact which Kumar
himself pointed out. BJP
had done well when we
were in a different alliance.
So these things do happen ,
said Kumar referring to
the previous biennial polls
which his party had con-
tested in alliance with the
RJD. BJP had then won12
seats, while the JD(U) had
bagged eight. RJD, which
could then win only two
seats, has this time bagged
thrice the number.

The JD(U) leader reaf-
firmed that he will go to
Bochahan on Sunday to
campaign for the NDA can-
didate. The by-election has
become a prestige issue for
BJP, which seeks to prove a
point after having got the
scalp of expelled minister
Mukesh Sahani whose
Vikassheel Insaan Party
had won the assembly seat
in 2020.

Nitish surprised over legislative
council poll outcome

Bihar CM Nitish Kumar at-
tends function on birth an-
niversary of emperor
Ashok in Patna on
Saturday.

Aizawl, Apr 09 (PTI):

The Mizoram govern-
ment has started issuing
identity cards to
Myanmarese refugees
who have taken shelter in
the northeastern state fol-
lowing the military
takeover of the neighbour-
ing country in February
last year, a Home
Department official said
on Saturday.

The identity cards,
which will be valid only in
Mizoram, will facilitate
speedy and easier identifi-
cation of the refugees, be-
sides preventing them
from enrolling in the
state’s voters’ list, he said.

Besides showing basic
information about the
refugee concerned, the

identity card mentions
that the holder is taking
shelter in Mizoram on hu-
manitarian grounds, the
official said.

A total of 29,532
Myanmarese refugees
have fled their homes and
sought shelter in all the 11
districts of Mizoram since
the military takeover, as
per official data accessed
by PTI.

Most of the refugees are
from Myanmar’s Chin
state and share ethnic ties
with Mizos. A majority of
them live in refugee
camps, while others reside
with their relatives or in
rented houses.

The district administra-
tions have been tasked
with issuing the identity
cards.

Mizoram starts issuing identity
cards to Myanmarese refugees

Provide court Docs in readable format
to visually impaired litigants: HC

New Delhi, Apr 09 (PTI):

The Delhi High Court has
directed the Delhi govern-
ment to make necessary
arrangements to provide
court documents to visually
impaired litigants in Braille
script.

Dealing with a plea of an-
ticipatory bail filed by a vi-
sually impaired rape ac-

cused, Justice Anoop
Kumar Mendiratta said the
right to access to justice in-
cludes the right to receive
documents in a language
and means of communica-
tion preferred by the parties
involved.

He directed that the ac-
cused as well as the pros-
ecutrix, both of them visu-
ally impaired, be provided

court records in Braille
script. The judge noted that
the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities Act, 2016 casts a
positive duty on the govern-
ment to ensure that all pub-
lic documents are in acces-
sible formats and to provide
necessary facilities and
equipment to facilitate
recording of testimonies,
arguments or opinion given
by persons with disabilities
in their preferred language
and means of communica-
tion. In the present case, the
court noted, both the peti-
tioner, who is the accused in
the rape case, and the pros-
ecutrix sought the effective
enforcement of their rights
and are “entitled to be well
versed with the proceedings
of the litigation”.
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LIFT-OFF

SpaceX Falcon 9 rocket lifts off from launch complex 39A carrying the Crew Dragon
spacecraft on a commercial mission at Kennedy Space Center in Cape Canaveral,
Florida, US. 

BRIEF
Convicted

New York: A former
Goldman Sachs banker
was convicted of
bribery and other cor-
ruption charges accus-
ing him of participat-
ing in a 4.5 billion
scheme to ransack the
Malaysian state invest-
ment fund known as
1MDB. A jury reached
the verdict at the US
trial of Roger Ng in fed-
eral court in Brooklyn.
Jurors had heard near-
ly two months of evi-
dence about tens of
millions of dollars in
bribes and kickbacks
allegedly orchestrated
by Malaysian financier
and socialite Low 
Taek Jho.

Gets
Athens: Greece has
received a 3.6 billion
euro (USD3.9 billion)
payment out of its al-
lotted 30.5 billion from
the European Union’s
pandemic recovery
fund. The announce-
ment was made by
Valdis Dombrovskis,
the European
Commission’s execu-
tive vice president,
via video link with
Greek Prime Minister
Kyriakos Mitsotakis.
The European recov-
ery and resilience
fund provides vital re-
lief for Greece, which
had barely emerged
from a deep, decade-
long financial crisis.

Hopes
Berlin: The head of for-
mer German Chancellor
Angela Merkel’s centre-
right party said he was
hopeful of winning a
key state election next
month despite a flap
over some party mem-
bers’ response to last
year’s devastating flood.
The Christian
Democratic Union is in
opposition at the federal
level, but currently
leads a coalition govern-
ment in Germany’s
most populous state,
North Rhine-
Westphalia, where an
election is due on May
15. Recent polls indicate
a close race.

Seeks
Washington: The
Federal Aviation
Administration in US
said that it it seeking
the largest fines yet for
passengers who dis-
rupt flights after two
incidents that occurred
on airliners last sum-
mer. The FAA said it pro-
posed a civil penalty of
81,950 against a passen-
ger who struck a flight
attendant on the head,
tried to open a cabin
door and headbutted,
spit at and tried to kick
crew members and pas-
sengers even after she
was placed in flexible
handcuffs last July.

Washington, Apr 09 (PTI):

The US would prefer
India to “move away” from
its long-term history of
non-alignment G77 part-
nership with Russia, the
Biden administration has
told lawmakers, observing
that there is a great oppor-
tunity to ramp up defence
trade between the two
countries that are moving
forward on many achieve-
ments critical to the pros-
perity and security of the
Indo-Pacific region.

Deputy Secretary of
State Wendy Sherman told
members of the powerful
House Foreign Affairs
Committee during a
Congressional hearing
early this week that
America shares a very
critical relationship with
India. “They are the

largest democracy in the
world. We have a strong
defence relationship with
them. They are part of the
Quad, with Australia and
Japan, and we are moving
forward on many achieve-
ments that are critical to
Indo-Pacific prosperity
and security, she said.

“We, obviously, would
prefer that India move
away from their long-term

history of non-alignment
G77 partnership with
Russia, Sherman said in
response to a question
from Congressman Tim
Burchett. The US has told
Indian officials that it will
be very hard for them now
to get spare parts or to get
them replaced from Russia
because of the sanctions,
she said. They have in-
creased their defence rela-
tionship with us, and de-
fence sales, and co-produc-
tion efforts. And I think
this is a great opportunity

for that to surge in the
years ahead, she said. US
officials have expressed
concern over India’s pur-
chase of the S-400 missile
systems by Russia. In
October 2018, India signed
a USD 5 billion deal with
Russia to buy five units of
the S-400 Triumf air de-
fence missile systems to
ramp up its air defence, de-
spite a warning from the
then Trump administra-
tion that going ahead with
the contract may invite US
sanctions.

‘Would prefer India to move
away from NAM, Russia’

Wendy Sherman

Washington: Continuing with her tirade and accus-
ing it of pursuing anti-Muslim policy, Democratic
Congresswoman Ilhan Omar has asked why has been
Biden Administration so reluctant to criticize the
Modi government on issue of human rights.

Why so reluctant to criticize Modi: Ilhan Omar

Kyiv, Apr 09 (AP):

Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy said
he wants a tough global re-
sponse to Russia after its
forces fired a missile at a
crowded train station,
killing at least 52 people.

Zelenskyy’s voice rose
in anger during his night-
ly address, when he said
the strike on the
Kramatorsk train station,
where 4,000 people were
trying to flee a looming
Russian offensive in the
east, amounted to another
war crime. Russia denied
it was responsible for the
strike. Among those killed
were children, and dozens
of people were severely in-
jured. Photos taken after
the attack showed corpses
covered with tarpaulins,
and the remnants of a
rocket painted with the
words For the children” in

Russian. The Russian
phrasing seemed to sug-
gest the missile was sent to
avenge the loss or subjuga-
tion of children, although
its exact meaning re-
mained unclear.

The strike seemed to
shock world leaders.

There are almost no
words for it, European
Union Commission
President Ursula von der
Leyen told reporters dur-
ing a visit to Ukraine. The

cynical behavior (by
Russia) has almost no
benchmark anymore.

The attack came as
workers elsewhere in the
country unearthed bodies
from a mass grave in
Bucha, a town near Kyiv,
where graphic evidence of
dozens of killings
emerged following the
withdrawal of Russian
forces. Like the massacres
in Bucha, like many other
Russian war crimes, the
missile attack on
Kramatorsk should be one
of the charges at the tribu-
nal that must be held,
Zelenskyy said.

He said efforts would be
taken to establish every
minute of who did what,
who gave what orders,
where the missile came
from, who transported it,
who gave the command
and how this strike was
agreed to.

Ukraine seeks tough reply after missile attack

Volodymyr Zelenskyy

Beijing, Apr 09 (AP):

A series of deaths at a
hospital for elderly pa-
tients in Shanghai is un-
derscoring the dangerous
consequences of China’s
stubborn pursuit of a
zero-COVID approach
amid an escalating out-
break in the city of 26 mil-
lion people.

Multiple patients have
died at the Shanghai
Donghai Elderly Care
hospital, relatives of pa-
tients told The Associated
Press. They say their
loved ones weren’t prop-
erly cared for after care-
takers who came into con-
tact with the virus were
taken away to be quaran-
tined, in adherence to the
strict pandemic regula-
tions, depleting the hospi-

tal of staff.
Family members have

taken to social media to
plea for help and answers
and are demanding to see
surveillance video from
inside the facility after
getting little to no infor-
mation from the hospital.

The conditions and
deaths at the hospital are
a sharp rebuke against
China’s strategy of stick-
ing to a zero-COVID poli-
cy as it deals with the out-
break in Shanghai in
which most of the infect-
ed people don’t have
symptoms. With a focus
on forcing positive cases
and close contacts into
designated collective
quarantine facilities, the
costs of zero-COVID may
be outweighing the risk of
getting sick.

Shanghai hospital pays price
for China’s COVID response

United Nations, Apr 09 (PTI):

With new coronavirus
variants emerging every
four months on average,
UN Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres has
cautioned that the
COVID-19 pandemic is
far from over as large
outbreaks are spreading
in Asia.

Guterres also called for
governments and phar-
ma companies to work to-
gether to deliver vaccines
to every person, every-
where. In a video mes-
sage One World
Protected - Break COVID
Now to the GAVI COVAX
Advance Market

Commitment Summit
2022, Guterres said that
the gathering is a critical
reminder that the
“COVID-19 pandemic is
far from over.”

We’re seeing 1.5 mil-
lion new cases each day.
Large outbreaks are
spreading in Asia. A new
wave is sweeping across
Europe, he said, adding
that some countries are
reporting their highest
death rates since the
start of the pandemic.

‘COVID-19 pandemic far from
over, large outbreaks in Asia’

Antonio Guterres

Supply of COVID-19
vaccines is not issue

Tokyo, Apr 09 (AP):

Japan and the
Philippines agreed
Saturday to start talks to-
ward a possible defence
agreement that would
allow closer cooperation
between their militaries
amid regional tensions
with China and Russia’s
invasion of Ukraine.

Japanese Foreign
Minister Yoshimasa
Hayashi and Defence
Minister Nobuo Kishi and
their Philippine counter-
parts, Teodoro Locsin and
Delfin Lorenzana, in their
first so-called 2+2 security
meeting agreed to begin
formal discussions about
a possible reciprocal ac-
cess agreement a defence
pact that would allow
their troops to visit each
other’s countries for train-
ing and to exchange de-
fence equipment to in-

crease interoperability
and cooperation.

Japan and the
Philippines, both US al-
lies, have in recent years
stepped up joint exercises
and defence cooperation.
In 2020, Tokyo and Manila
agreed on the export of

Japanese air radar sys-
tems to the Philippine mil-
itary.

On Saturday, the four
ministers strongly op-
posed actions that may in-
crease tensions in the East
and South China seas and
affirmed their commit-

ment to a rules-based ap-
proach to resolving com-
peting claims under inter-
national law. They also
said Russia’s aggression
in Ukraine affects not only
Europe but also Asia
under the international
order, which does not ac-
cept any unilateral change
to internationally recog-
nized borders by force.

Though it was implicit
that China was their main
concern, they carefully
avoided identifying that
country by name. We
agreed that it’s timely to
look into the possibility of
further expanding our de-
fence cooperation and ac-
tivities” and to explore
ways to conduct capacity
and capability building ac-
tivity to address issues of
mutual concern,
Lorenzana told a joint
news conference after the
talks.

Japan, Philippines seek pact for defence cooperation

Philippine Foreign Secretary Teodoro Locsin (L) and
Japanese Foreign Minister Yoshimasa Hayashi in Tokyo,
Japan on Saturday.

Brazil’s Lula taps former rival
as his pick for running mate

Sao Paulo, Apr 09 (AP):

Former Brazilian
President Luiz Inacio Lula
da Silva said that he has
chosen a past rival to be his
running mate in October’s
election. The pick appears
to be aimed at improving
the leftist’s appeal to cen-
trist voters and shoring up
his lead in early polls over
incumbent President Jair
Bolsonaro.

Da Silva held a public
meeting at a Sao Paulo hotel
with Geraldo Alckmin, a
three-term governor of Sao
Paulo state who ran against
da Silva in the 2006 presi-
dential elections. The selec-
tion of Alckmin depends
on final approval from
the executive committee
of da Silva’s leftist
Workers’ Party, which is
widely expected to ratify

the pick. The decision will
come next week. ‘No one
has more experience to be
vice president than
Alckmin,’ da Silva said at

the event that was broad-
cast live. ‘This ticket, if
confirmed, is not only to
win the elections. Maybe it
is easier to win the elec-
tions than the task we have
ahead to recover this coun-
try.’ ‘We will talk to all of
society: to business leaders
and to working-class peo-
ple,’ he added. Alckmin, 69,
is a devout Catholic who
worked as a country doctor
in his early life. The soft-
spoken politician stepped
into the spotlight in 2001
when, as deputy governor,
he inherited the Sao Paulo
governorship and used pri-
vatizations to finance state
investments.

Former Brazilian President
Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva (R)
of Workers’ Party Geraldo
Alckmin, with Brazilian
Socialist Party in Sao Paulo,
Brazil.

Lima, Apr 09 (AP):

The Inter-American
Court of Human Rights or-
dered Peru to ‘refrain’
from releasing imprisoned
former president Alberto
Fujimori despite a ruling
by the South American
country’s Constitutional
Court that he be freed.

The regional human
rights court said in a reso-
lution published on its
website that ‘the sentence
issued by the
Constitutional Court on
March 17, 2022, which re-
stores the effects of the
pardon in favor of Alberto
Fujimori, did not comply
with the certain condi-
tions.’

Special prosecutor
Carlos Reaño told The
Associated Press that offi-
cials would keep the 83-
year-old Fujimori in deten-
tion at the regional court’s
request. Fujimori is being
held in an exclusive prison
where he is the only pris-

oner.
Supporters of Fujimori

had gathered outside
prison hoping to see his re-
lease, while those opposed
to letting him out have
protested in downtown
Lima In 2009 Fujimori was
sentenced to 25 years in
prison for being the intel-
lectual author of 25 mur-
ders carried out by a clan-
destine military squad in
two massacres that oc-
curred during his term
(1990-2000). The military
killed with impunity and
with the support of his
management in the frame-
work of the fight against
the Shining Path terrorist
group.

One of the massacres oc-
curred in an area called
Barrios Altos - where 15
neighbors were killed dur-
ing a party, including a
child - and the other in La
Cantuta, a university that
trains school teachers, in
which nine students and a
professor died. In addition

to the 25-year sentence, the
former president is con-
victed in three other cor-
ruption cases for which he
owes $13.6 million. On
Christmas Eve in 2017,
then-president Pablo
Kuczynski granted
Fujimori a humanitarian
pardon in exchange for
support for his weak gov-
ernment from lawmakers
close to the former presi-
dent.

But the country’s
Supreme Court over-
turned it in 2018 and or-
dered the ex-strongman re-
turned to prison to serve
out his sentence for human
rights abuses.

The Constitutional
Court’s mid-March deci-
sion restored the humani-
tarian pardon, but fearing
he could be released the re-
gional human rights court
on March 30 requested that
Peru not release Fujimori
until it could examine the
case. It heard from victims’
families and representa-

tives of the Peruvian state,
before issuing resolution,
which cannot be appealed.

Fujimori, who governed
from 1990 to 2000, remains
a polarizing figure in the
Andean country. Some
Peruvians laud him for de-
feating the Maoist Shining
Path guerrilla movement,
while others loathe him for
human rights violations
carried out under his gov-
ernment.

A former mathematics
professor, Fujimori was a
political outsider when he
emerged from obscurity to
win Peru’s 1990 presiden-
tial election over writer
Mario Vargas Llosa.

Peru was being ravaged
by runaway inflation and
guerrilla violence when he
took office. He quickly re-
built the economy with
mass privatizations of
state industries. Defeating
the fanatical Shining Path
rebels took longer but his
fight won him broad-based
support.

Court orders Peru not to release jailed ex-president
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Difference
There is vast difference

between the Trump and Biden
administrations or, to be pre-
cise, their way of functioning.
Under the previous Donald
Trump regime in the USA, the
UNO arranged peace pacts
with North Korea, signed the
Serbia- Kosovo peace deal,
UAE, Bahrain, Sudan, Morocco
normalized relationship with
Israel. But after the assump-
tion of power by Joe Biden,
the Taliban occupied
Afghanistan, terrorists are
using US weapons left in
Afghanistan against India and
finally, it has failed to resolve
the Ukraine-Russia crisis. The
NATO has become toothless.
Meanwhile Pakistan Prime
Minister Imran Khan has a
nagging habit of finding vari-
ous means to humiliate him-
self and his pauper nation.
The world laughed when he
visited Russian in the midst of
the ongoing crisis, but was
greeted by a junior Minister of
Russia at the airport. Poverty-
stricken Pakistan is at a des-
perate stage as we often find
its Prime Minister Imran Khan
going to China and some
Islamic countries with an
empty bowl in his hands.

JJuulliiee,,  vviiaa  eemmaaiill

Demoralising
It is demoralising that

Daleep Singh used his visit to
India to issue 'a warning'.
Trying to intimidate India by
citing a Russia-China nexus
and some tensions along the
India-China border, appears
childish. However, we should
weigh the consequences, if
any, and urgently explore
ways to accept the Russian
offer of cheaper crude in the
interests of our people who
are reeling under the highest
ever fuel prices in the country.
This is an existential need.
Even some of the European
Union nations, America's
allies are importing crude
from Russia. While India
stands for an immediate
ceasefire in Ukraine, it cannot
yield to America's pressure
tactics. More than that, he
raises the spectre of 'Chinese
incursions' in an 'attempt' to
make India mend its ways.
The hubristic supremacism of
the US is unmistakable.

MMaannggaall,,  vviiaa  eemmaaiill

Unfair
Global oil prices are sky-

rocketing. India is also a
developing nation that has
tremendous energy require-
ments but has to import more
than 80 percent of its crude.
Therefore, it is wholly unfair
that the US and its allies are
trying to bulldoze it and dis-
courage it from buying dis-
counted Russian oil through
competitive sourcing.
Considering that the devel-
oped nations have reneged on
their promises made in the
Paris Accord to help poorer
nations with economic and
technological cooperation to
help them change to alterna-
tive clean energy, there is lit-
tle option but to be pragmatic.

NNaalliinnii,,  vviiaa  eemmaaiill

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

WHAT THEY TWEET!

KKhhaalliidd@@KKhhaalliiddBBaaiigg8855

What binds that passion-
ate student of Communism
in a JNU & that young boy
in South Kashmir who
looks upto Miltancy, is this
firm belief that the World
is an unjust place, and they
are the one's who will res-
cue it, 'at any cost'!  This
explains the zero remorse

towards 'other'.

BBhhaarraattii@@BBhhaarraattii0099
Here's what I'm seeing about d v
elderly. Not able to own their aging
bodies n minds. No help w gentle
transition. Kids are caregivers but
collapse when they work long
hours. External caregivers resis-
ted. We need to talk aging just as
we talk adolescence.

EEmmiissssaarryy@@EEmmiissssaarryyCCoo
Telugus have vastly penetrated the
high earning IT industry, have amaz-
ing food, & now with are publishing
wildly popular pan-Indian media.
Definitely becoming one of the most
prominent Indian regions and com-
munities these next few decades!
Other regions will indeed Telugufy!

CChhiirraagg@@
cchhiirraaggbbaarrjjaattyyaaaa

I enjoy chai bun mask,
misal pav, dosa, and jalebi
once in a while now
because I have managed to
keep my body fat low while
enjoying these things with
family. How did i do that? I
went on a strict regime first
for 9 months. I understood
the control first & then I

added them back.

IIFFSSPPaarrvveeeenn@@PPaarrvveeeennKKaasswwaann
The road blockade. Some show off on road.

HHeeaalltthhiiss@@ssuujjaakkrraaoo
TN order 7.5 pc of seats for students
of government schools and AP gov-
ernment's order to ban private prac-
tice by government doctors are high-
ly praiseworthy, revolutionary and go
for making health and education
accessible to the poor and underpriv-
ileged. Brilliant initiatives.

O fficially, India is still a developing country and vari-
ous organisations in India seek funds from other

countries for carrying out operations. India gets far higher
amount of foreign money for commercial investment com-
pared to non-profit activities and identifying intent is
needed. Upholding the constitutional validity of the
Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Amendment Act, 2020,
which regulates how Non-Governmental Organisations
(NGOs), companies and individuals receive and use for-
eign contributions, the Supreme Court said the citizens
cannot have an absolute or even a vested right to receive
such donations as free and uncontrolled flow of such con-
tribution has the potential of impacting the sovereignty
and integrity of the nation, besides undermining its con-
stitutional morality. However, the Bench has watered down
the condition that Aadhaar numbers should be given for
FCRA clearance and maintained that applicants should be
allowed to produce Indian passports when foreign nation-
als are allowed to do so. The judgment further said
Parliament was competent to make such a law concerning
activities related to foreign donations and more particular-
ly about its acceptance in prescribed manner and utilisa-
tion for the purposes defined in the certificate or permis-
sion granted by the competent authority. Legal experts
point out that FCRA still does not requires declaration as
foreign agent. It is important that law is able to identify in-
tent of foreign contributors. Interference is completely dif-
ference from charity. The money can be used for unlawful
purposes. In US, NGOs often function as declared foreign
agents. The Foreign Agents Registration Act (FARA) was
enacted in 1938. FARA requires certain agents of foreign
principals who are engaged in political activities or other
activities specified under the statute to make periodic pub-
lic disclosure of their relationship with the foreign princi-
pal, as well as activities, receipts and disbursements in
support of those activities. In India, former Prime
Minister Indira Gandhi introduced the FCRA in 1976. In
1984, the law was amended to regulate flow of funds to non-
profits more closely.

They were now required to register before receiving any
foreign donations. They could also not pass on that money
to other non-profits who weren't registered. These modifi-
cations were made because of the government's percep-
tion that some of these organisations were being used by
foreign players to channelise funds to political parties. The
UPA government made it much tougher in 2010. The FCRA
was passed by Indira Gandhi at the peak of Emergency.
Her purpose was first to make sure that rival political par-
ties could not receive money from overseas. It rested on the
theory of the 'foreign hand'. Gandhi was paranoid that peo-
ple like politician George Fernandes were well linked to in-
ternational socialists, including Willy Brandt, German
leaders and European socialists. The original law also
sought to block foreign contributions to editors, correspon-
dents, columnists, printers, publishers and most impor-
tantly, cartoonists. What's also interesting to note is that in
2014, the Delhi High Court found political parties guilty of
receiving foreign contributions. In 2018, the government
amended it further to do away with the scope for scrutiny
of political parties' funding since 1976, which equally pro-
vided relief to both the BJP and the Congress. FCRA says
that an organisation engaging in definite cultural, eco-
nomic, educational, religious, or social activities can ac-
cept foreign contributions, only after it obtains a certifi-
cate of registration from the central government. Each
non-profit is also assigned an FCRA registration number.
In 2015-16, there were 23,802 FCRA-registered non-profits
in India. Almost all the work done by non-profits in India
falls in one of the five categories listed above. However, cer-
tain areas have not been listed, such as health, sports, or
science. It is unclear whether FCRA applies to non-profits
working in these and other unlisted areas.

Intent of foreign money

I ndia and US will hold ministerial 2+2 talks on April 11,
according to official statements from the country's ex-

ternal affairs ministry and the US state department. The
India-US talks will also discuss about international order.
During his visit to India, Japanese Prime Minister Fumio
Kishida had said the Russian invasion of Ukraine is a very
serious matter that has shaken the roots of international
order and asserted that attempts to alter the status quo by
using force in any region should never be tolerated. Russian
Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov visited India and had said
Russia is interested in having a world order that is 'bal-
anced' and 'sustainable', and appreciates that India hasn't
taken a one-sided position on the Ukraine crisis.
International or world order is based on lawful conduct by
countries. Will the West remain committed to the rules-
based international order when it is no longer the one mak-
ing the rules? That will be one of the most intriguing ques-
tions of the next two decades. US broke the law by invading
Iraq and Afghanistan. Russia broke the law by attacking
Ukraine. China broke the law by occupying Tibet. And yet,
in the coming decades, the biggest global threat will not be
China the rule-breaker, but China the rule-maker. China's
growing influence over international norms, standards,
and conventions is a game changer.

For centuries, Western powers have taken it for granted
that they are the world's norm-setters through the
'Washington Consensus,' the 'Brussels effect,' and other
channels. A term coined in 1989 by the economist John
Williamson, the Washington Consensus now broadly refers
to market-based economic policies and a limited role for the
state. For decades, this Western liberal approach under-
pinned the work of the International Monetary Fund, the
World Bank, and the World Trade Organization. The
Brussels effect is a newer coinage, popularized by legal
scholar Anu Bradford to describe the global impact of the
European Union's regulatory policies. Over the last decade,
however, the free-market Washington Consensus has been
challenged by a 'Beijing consensus' of managed globaliza-
tion, industrial policy, and state capitalism, while the
Brussels effect has run up against a potential 'Beijing effect':
China's export of technology standards through its 'Digital
Silk Road.' Moreover, many global rule-setting bodies that
once underpinned European and American predominance
now have Chinese leaders. India will have to counter
Chinese role to set the international order.

International order
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A farmer ploughs a field using a pair of bullocks to soften the soil where a young crop of maize is cultivated, on the out-
skirts of Bangaluru in Karnataka.

S ubba Rao, previously RBI
Governor, has stirred a

hornet's nest by calling the IAS elit-
ist, self-serving, perpetuating a set
of bureaucrats who are out of
touch with reality and wallow in
their privileges and social status
and have lost their courage of con-
viction to stand up for what is right.
As if this is not enough, he believes
that the numbers who are corrupt
is no longer miniscule. He also does
not believe that the politicians can
be faulted for the intellectual and
moral decline of the IAS. 'No politi-
cal system, no matter how venal,
can corrupt bureaucracy'. While all
this is common knowledge, what
stands out is his call to bureaucra-
cy to be' meritocracy', as 'there is
general complacency that every-
one will get promoted by efflux of
time, the corrupt and incompetent
will not be weeded out, and there is
no pressure to perform and deliver
results'.

This is surprising as the six prin-
ciples of Weberian concept of
bureaucracy rested on specializa-
tion, formalized rules, hierarchical
stream, well trained employees
and impartial management. While
the German sociologist admired
the rational legal model of bureau-
cracy, underpinned by rules, he
also underlined its potential for red
tape, and restricting employees to
come up with innovation.  Robert
Merton went one step further and

highlighted inefficiencies of
bureaucracy and observed that
instead of serving as means to an
end,' 'rules become ends in and of
themselves.' This has the potential
to cause dysfunctions, harming the
institutions. 

Samuel Huntington, who wrote
the controversial book 'Clash of
Civilization' observes that highly
institutional political systems have
bureaucracies with high degree of
autonomy. His student, Francis
Fukuyama, who wrote the iconic
book 'End of History' (1992) after
the fall of the Berlin wall and disin-
tegration of USSR to highlight how
liberal democracy has ended all
ideological in paper titled 'What is
Governance' (2013) writes that
'the quality of governance is a
function of interaction of capacity
and autonomy.' Fukuyama brings
out the relationship between the
two variables and has identified
how different countries have
mixed up capacity and autonomy.
Countries like Germany and
Singapore show very high levels of
bureaucratic capability and high
degree of autonomy as well.  India,
on the hand, Fukuyama notes 'is
famous both for high level of cor-
ruption and clientelism   and hav-
ing excessive rules and bureau-
cratic red tape.' He believes that
India clearly needs much greater
state capacity across the board, a
point underscored by Subba Rao. 

The central concern is lack of
adequate capacity and profession-
al heft amongst the civil services,
be it the IAS, IPS, Revenue
Services and the Audit services.
When India became independent
Nehru relied largely on the tech-
nocrats for steering major pro-
grams like atomic energy (Bhaba),
Space (Sarabhai).  PC Mahalnobis
was picked up for planning India's
rapid industrialization The Second
plan (1956-61) was the cocktail of
good statistics and potent politics.

The slew of IITs & IIMs which were
set up fostered this process of
technocratic excellence and global
connect. Bhabha headed the
International Atomic Energy
Commission in Vienna, PC
Mahalnobis's name was proposed
by US and seconded by USSR to
head the World Statistical
Organization and Sarabhai had a
chair in Soviet Space program.
This was the high noon of India's
position in the field of science and
statistics.  Nehru had once sardon-
ically observed: One technocrat is
as good as four bureaucrats. Being
a student of science, he loved
numbers, heavy industry and tech-
nology. He inked India's foreign
policy and gave autonomy to insti-
tution builders.

This was not the case with his
successors. Shastri depended
heavily on LK Jha, a bureaucrat
and Indira Gandhi on PN Hasker,
and Bajpayee on Brajesh Mishra.
Most distressingly Indira Gandhi
wanted a committed bureaucracy
'wedded to powers that be rather
than rule of law'. The excesses
committed during emergency
have been documented by the
Saha Commission. It said: 'Even
the cream of the talent in the
country in the administrative field
often collapses at the slightest
pressure. The overall picture is
that the civil servants felt that
they had to show loyalty to the
party in power in order to advance
their careers.' This was not only
true of civil servants but also of
supreme court judges during the
emergency. When SP Shukla was
illegally detained and his wife
prayed for habeas corpus, four
judges agreed with the govern-
ment that the right to life does not
exist during emergency. The lone
dissenting voice was of Justice HR
Khanna, who was superseded to
the post of CJI. The famous jurist
Granville Austin wrote: All the

judges hung together, lest they
will be hung. Subba Rao has allud-
ed to the self-serving nature of
bureaucracy. As shown above, it
can overpower judiciary also
though it is constitutionally pro-
tected to act independently as a
check and balance.

The Administrative Reforms
Commission had observed that
there is need for every IAS officer
to specialize in one area of expert-
ise after 12 years of service. While
the civil services attract some of
the best talents after a real gruel-
ing competitive examination, most
of them do not do specialize and
do a PhD from a reputed universi-
ty. While privatization is the toast
of the town, we are gradually grav-
itating to collaborative model of
governance where industry, local
communities and government are
partners. In the complicated areas
of contract finalization & adminis-
tration, global financial systems
and social sector delivery, there is
a need to up the professional
antennae. The Mandalization of
the Civil Services in the 90s with
26 percent reservation for some
sections has also affected the
quality of intake. The tendency of
present government to bring back
the specter of committed bureau-
cracy is also affecting efficiency
and impartiality, two vital compo-
nents of Weberian bureaucratic
construct. Fukuyama observed
that the impact of variables like
autonomy and capacity on gover-
nance are very difficult to be
quantitatively assessed But the
salience of meritocracy is overar-
ching and not limited to the IAS.
Subba Rao has made the right
noises but should have fleshed the
larger challenges with greater
dexterity and depth.

((PPrrooff  SSNN  MMiissrraa  tteeaacchheess
EEccoonnoommiiccss  aanndd  CCoonnssttiittuuttiioonn  LLaaww

aatt  KKIIIITT,,  BBhhuubbaanneesswwaarr..))

Capacity, autonomy, venality being 
larger challenges of civil services

VViinnoodd@@vvkkjjhhaa6622
Armed with knowledge, strength of
judgment & moral contours to keep
you vibrant, bid you adieu. Schools
open your mind to world of possibili-
ties. Now strive to open your minds
to other vistas. To make an end is
also spur to make a beginning.
Always err in direction of kindness.

PLOUGHING OF FIELD

SN MISRA



Mumbai, Apr 09: 
Shakti Pumps (India) Limited,
India's leading manufacturer of
energy-efficient pumps and
motors has been granted its
maiden patent for Innovating ‘A
Unidirectional Solar Water Pump
with Grid-tied Power Generation’
system making it a proud
moment in the company’s histo-
ry. As per the provisions of the
Patents Act, 1970, the patent
holds a validity of 20 years from
the date of filing of the patent.
With its first patent, Shakti
Pumps has yet again displayed
its commitment to innovate and
develop highly efficient products
to meet India’s irrigation and
pumping requirements. The
unique innovation of this solar-
powered unidirectional water
pump offers grid-tied power
generation capabilities. The uni-
directional solar pumps’ inven-
tionensures efficient perform-
ance by utilizing the solar panels
to help feed extra power to grid. 
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BRIEF

Support
Chennai: The incuba-
tion cell at the Indian
Institute of
Technology, Madras,
Software Technology
Parks of India (STPI),
and AIC STPINEXT
have come together to
develop an eco system
to identify and sup-
port financial technol-
ogy start-ups in the
country. The AIC STPI
NEXT manages the
FinBlue Financial
Technology Centre of
Excellence in
Chennai. Through
this collaboration
FinBlue, STPI's finan-
cial technology incu-
bator and IIT-M incu-
bation cell would joint-
ly incubate start-ups
at different stages, de-
veloping solutions in
financial technology.

Operate
Mumbai: Jawaharlal
Nehru Port Authority
(JNPA) said it is col-
laborating with the
National Highways
Authority of India to
operate its Jalna dry
port in the Maratha
region as a multi-
modal logistics park.
JNPA operates the
country's premier con-
tainer port Jawaharlal
Nehru Port. It already
has a similar arrange-
ment with NHAI for
its Wardha dry port,
its Chairman Sanjay
Sethi said. These are
part of various proj-
ects being undertaken
by JNPA under the
central government's
flagship Sagarmala
initiative.

Forays
Mumbai: Coffee ex-
porter Allana Group
announced its foray
into the domestic mar-
ket and said it will set
up a coffee unit in
Karnataka at an in-
vestment of Rs 40
crore. The group,
which has been ex-
porting the green
bean since 1987, is
planning to introduce
international grade
coffees to Indian con-
sumers, the company
said. The company
also aims to meet the
rising demand in the
brewed beverage busi-
ness, it added. It will
set up a state of the art
roast and ground cof-
fee unit in Karnataka
at an investment of Rs
40 crore and distribute
in all major cities of
India. Further, it also
plans to invest in
roaster and instant
coffee machines and
cater to industrial cus-
tomers and cafes. The
company ships an av-
erage of 25,000 tonnes
of green coffee beans
per annum from an
advanced facility hav-
ing the capacity to
cure 30,000 tonnes.

Packaging
New Delhi:
Switzerland-based asep-
tic carton packaging so-
lutions provider SIG
said it is considering a
strategic investment in
a new plant in India.
The move will enhance
SIG's operations in the
country, which is its one
of its fastest growing
markets, the company
said without sharing
any details about the in-
vestment. "After open-
ing our second plant in
China and starting con-
struction of a plant in
Mexico for the north
American market,
India is our first priori-
ty for the next invest-
ment in a new packag-
ing plant. The decision-
making process is still
ongoing, but we are
very confident that we
will be able to start
building a plant in
India in the near fu-
ture," Samuel Sigrist,
Global CEO of SIG
Group, said.

New Delhi, Apr 09 (PTI):

Sebi has clarified that
shareholders' omnibus ap-
proval for related party
transactions given in an
annual general meeting
will be valid up to the date
of the next such meeting
for a period not exceeding
15 months.

In case of omnibus ap-
provals for material relat-
ed party transactions
(RPTs), obtained from
shareholders in general
meetings other than
AGMs, the validity of such
omnibus approvals will
not exceed one year, Sebi
said.

The move is aimed at fa-
cilitating listed entities to
align their processes to
conduct annual general
meetings (AGMs) and ob-
tain omnibus sharehold-
ers' nod for material RPTs.

This comes after the
Securities and Exchange

Board of India (Sebi) re-
ceived representations
seeking clarity on the peri-
od of validity of the om-
nibus approval where the
transactions are material
and shareholders' approval
is also required.

Sebi's LODR (Listing
Obligations and
Disclosure Requirements)
rule specifies that omnibus
approval granted by the
audit committee will be
valid for a period not ex-
ceeding one year and will
require fresh approvals
after expiry of one year
and as per the Companies
Act, the time gap between
two AGMs cannot be more
than 15 months.

Last month too, the regu-

lator had provided clarity
on the applicability of new
norms for RPTs and said
that companies need not
seek fresh approval from
shareholders in case such
deals were cleared prior to
April 1. The watchdog is-
sued a circular on RPT
norms amid calls from var-
ious quarters, including
industry bodies, to post-
pone the implementation
of the new framework,
which is to come into effect
from April 1.

"For an RPT that has
been approved by the audit
committee and sharehold-
ers prior to April 1, 2022,
there shall be no require-
ment to seek fresh ap-
proval from the sharehold-

ers," Sebi had said.
"An RPT that has been

approved by the audit com-
mittee and shareholders
prior to April 1, 2022, there
shall be no requirement to
seek fresh approval from
the shareholders," it had
added. Sebi also directed
stock exchanges to put in
place by June 1 standard
operating procedures for
the resolution of all dis-
putes pertaining to in-
vestor services and their
entitlements.

The bourses have been
asked to come out with
SOPs (Standard Operating
Procedures) for resolving
disputes related to or ema-
nating from investor serv-
ices such as
transfer/transmission of
shares, demat/remat,
issue of duplicate shares,
transposition of holders,
and investor entitlements
like corporate benefits, div-
idend, bonus shares, rights
entitlements, credit of se-
curities in public issue, in-
terest /coupon payments
on securities.

Sebi clarifies on validity
period of omnibus approval

For related party
transactions

Mumbai, Apr 09: 
There is a practice of predict-
ing the future in Indian astrol-
ogy. More than one hundred
and fifty astrological sciences
are prevalent in our country,
and almost every lore claims
to tell the exact future.
Numerology is also an impor-
tant branch of astrology. Just
as the influence of planets in
the horoscope affects every
person's life, in the same way,
in numerology, each number is
related to the planets, based
on which information about all
the situations of an individ-
ual's life is obtained. The
importance of numerology has
been proved especially by
Kiro. He has made many such
predictions based on marks
that proved to be accurate. At
present, thousands of youth
are writing new success sto-
ries by choosing the right
career through numerology,
and this mode is becoming
increasingly popular in every
age group. 
According to renowned JP
Tolani, who has been serving
in many countries, including
India, if you get a career
according to your interest, you
climb the stairs of success
even with minimal effort. 

Right career option
with Numerology 

Mumbai, Apr 09 (PTI):

Insurance Regulatory
and Development
Authority of India (Irdai)
is likely to urge the gov-
ernment to remove the Rs
100 crore entry cap for set-
ting up an insurance com-
pany in the country, its
Chairman Debasish
Panda said.

The lower entry barrier
will facilitate the entry of
more niche players in the
space, he added.

"As per statute, there is
an entry cap where you
have to invest Rs 100 crore
to start an insurance busi-
ness in India. After recent
deliberations, we are of
the firm view that now we
should allow multiple
players and differentiated
kinds of players such as
standalone micro insur-
ers, niche players, and re-
gional players to enter into
the insurance space. This
Rs 100 crore may be a bar-
rier rather than a facilita-
tor.

"So, we propose to re-
quest the government to
amend the Act and remove
this so-called minimum re-

quirement and leave it to
the regulator to decide
what will be the entry-
level requirement," Panda
told reporters.

He said the idea behind
removing the entry cap is
to open the sector's door
for small micro players,
which will help in increas-
ing the insurance penetra-
tion level.

Panda and other senior
Irdai members met vari-
ous stakeholders of the in-
surance industry in
Mumbai.

He said the insurance
regulator is revisiting the
current investment norms
and will very quickly ra-
tionalise them.

Irdai to urge removing entry cap
for setting up insurance biz

Debasish Panda

New Delhi, Apr 09 (PTI):

India's sugar exports are
expected to cross 80 lakh
tonnes in the ongoing 2021-
22 marketing year ending
September, surpassing the
previous year's level, Food
Secretary Sudhanshu
Pandey said.

During the 2020-21 mar-
keting year, the country
exported a record 72.3 lakh
tonnes of sweetener. The
maximum shipments
were undertaken with the
help of a government sub-
sidy. The sugar marketing
year runs from October to
September. Sugar exports
this year are being under-
taken without the govern-
ment subsidy. "We are
doing good on the sugar
export front. We will go
past 80 lakh tonnes this
year, crossing even the pre-

vious year's level," Pandey
told reporters. As per the
data maintained by the
trade body All India Sugar
Trade Association
(AISTA), sugar mills have
exported a total of 58.10
lakh tonnes of sugar from
October 2021 to April 7 this
year. Of this, 49.60 lakh
tonnes of sugar shipments
have been exported by
sugar mills and merchant
exporters directly, and 8.50
lakh tonnes of sugar has
been delivered to Indian
refineries for refining and
export which is consid-
ered as deemed export, it
said.

India’s sugar exports may
cross 80 lakh tons

Mumbai, Apr 09:  

Kalyan Jewellers, one of
India’s most trusted and
leading jewellery brands,
has announced the special
Summer Bonanza Offer
for its patrons across the
country. This season, as
most of India celebrates
their regional New Years,
customers will be able to
get maximum value on
their jewellery purchases,
across categories – from
gold to diamond to uncut
and precious stone jew-
ellery.

The new offer allows pa-
trons to register instant
savings on gold rate. The
customers will also be
able to avail flat 25% off
on making charges across
all design categories in
gold, diamond and pre-
cious stone jewellery. In
addition to these two

mega offers, 300 lucky
winners from this shop-
ping season will be gifted
a Special Edition gold
coin from Kalyan
Jewellers.

Talking about the offers,
. Ramesh Kalyanaraman,
Executive Director,
Kalyan Jewellers said,
“With the regional New
Years as well as the wed-
ding season set to start, we
are sure that our patrons
will appreciate this newly
announced Summer
Special Bonanza. We un-
derstand the emotion and
sentiment of our discern-
ing customers linked with
their festivals and jew-
ellery, which is why, we
strive to be a part of their
celebrations by providing
them with exciting offers,
best-in-class jewellery and
an unmatched retail expe-
rience.”

Kalyan Jewellers announces
Summer Special Bonanza

New Delhi, Apr 09 (PTI):

The Delhi High Court
has dismissed an applica-
tion by Red Bull seeking to
injunct Pepsi from using
tagline "Stimulates Mind.
Energizes Body." for its en-
ergy drink Sting.

The court said plaintiff
Red Bull has failed to es-
tablish a prima facie case
in its favour and balance of
convenience is also in
favour of defendant
Pepsico India Holdings
Pvt Ltd for not granting in-
terim injunction as the
products of the defendants
have been selling in the
market with this tagline
for almost five years.

Red Bull sought interim
injunction against
Pepsico, restraining it
from using the tagline
"Stimulates Mind.

Energizes Body.", which is
claimed to be deceptively
similar to the plaintiff's
registered trademark/
tagline "Vitalizes Body
And Mind".

"Both the taglines used
by the plaintiff and the de-
fendants are descriptive
and laudatory in nature.
Whether the tagline of the
plaintiff has acquired dis-
tinctiveness or secondary
meaning in respect of the
plaintiff's products can
only be established at the
stage of trial," Justice
Amit Bansal said.

Red Bull’s plea to injunct Pepsi
from using tagline dismissed

Shakti Pumps R&D
prowess granted
maiden Patent 

New Delhi, Apr 09: 

Success Gyan, India’s
leading platform for per-
sonal & professional devel-
opment, celebrated its ex-
ceptional 10-year journey
of nurturing India’s train-
ing and coaching industry,
with the Change Makers
Summit 2022 on April 2.
The three-hour live sum-
mit witnessed 11 world-
class trainers like Blair
Singer sharing life lessons
and their own untold sto-
ries. Five premier initia-
tives of Success Gyan, in-
cluding the Life Mastery
Program, were also
launched during the an-
niversary celebration
event.

Sharing the vision be-
hind and ahead for
Success Gyan, Surendran
J, its Founder and CEO
shared, "I started Success
Gyan in 2012 with the

simple aim of bringing
Brian Tracy to India for a
seminar for my friends
and family. Today, we
have touched over a mil-
lion lives with our 2000 of-
fline and online events
with some of the world's
best trainers. We now
have a big mission of tak-
ing this life-transforming
world-class education to
every household in the
country. We want to im-
pact 100 million lives and
make India the training

capital of the world."
Over the last 10 years, the
platform has contributed
greatly to people's devel-
opment in all domains
like personal develop-
ment, business accelera-
tion, career upgradation
and financial manage-
ment. It has hosted some
of the world’s best speak-
ers like Nick Vujicic,
Anthony Robbins, Robert
Kiyosaki, T Harv Eker,
and Brian Tracy both
physically and virtually.

Success Gyan celebrates 10
years of transforming India 

New Delhi, Apr 09: 

Realme, India’s fastest
growing technology brand,
today introduced its latest,
cutting-edge smartphones -
realme GT 2 Pro, its most
premium flagship ever and
realme 9, the 108MP
ProLight Camera Power
Performer. The brand also
unveiled new fascinating
products under its TechLife
Ecosystem offerings -
realme Buds Air 3, realme
Book Prime, and realme
Smart TV Stick.

Commenting on the occa-
sion of the launch,
MrMadhavSheth, CEO,
realme India, VP, realme
and President, realme
International Business
Group said “Our goal is to
provide consumers with a
variety of innovative tech-
nology products to empow-
er them in their everyday
lives. With the GT series as
the flagbearer, we ap-

proached 2022 with big, new
objectives to expand
realme's footprint in the
customized, premium cate-
gory. The overwhelming re-
sponse from users for our
launched GT series prod-
ucts has given us the confi-
dence to invest in ground-
breaking new technologies
in the premium market,
raising the bar on user ex-
perience. To genuinely en-
thrall the audience, we be-
lieve in advancements
across all categories. As a
result, realme 9, the newest

member of the 9 series fam-
ily, offers a segment-lead-
ing, powerful camera and is
one of the first smart-
phones in the world to in-
clude the coveted Samsung
ISOCELL HM6 Image
Sensor, as well as sophisti-
cated technology features to
meet the needs of our
users. ”

“In addition, as part of
our '1+5+T' strategy, we are
very excited to announce
that we are expanding our
Techlife ecosystem offering
with the launch of realme
Buds Air 3, realme Book
Prime, and realme Smart
TV Stick. With these new
product additions, we've re-
iterated our commitment to
building high-performing
tech lifestyles.In the upcom-
ing months, we will contin-
ue to bring new products to
expand our existing offer-
ings and will also enter
some new categories.” said,
Mr. MadhavSheth.

Realme launches its most 
premium-flagship ever, GT 2 Pro

New Delhi, Apr 09: 

Thanks to the collabo-
ration with several food
safety and public health
authorities in Europe,
Ferrero acquired new
data showing a genotype
match between reported
salmonella cases in
Europe and our plant in
Arlon, Belgium.

Within the framework
of our analysis plan, the
presence of salmonella
was detected on the 15th
of December. After a
deep investigation the
point of origin was iden-
tified to be a filter at the

outlet of two raw materi-
al tanks. Materials and
finished products were
blocked and not released.
The matter is currently
being investigated to-
gether with food safety
authorities in relevant
countries.

Following the issue,
Ferrero took actions, in-
cluding the removal of
the filter, and significant-
ly increased the already
high level of controls on
semi-finished and fin-
ished products. All other
Kinder and Ferrero prod-
ucts are not impacted by
this recall.

Ferrero provides update on
recall of selected Kinder batches

New Delhi, Apr 09 (PTI):

IBBI has notified amendments
to voluntary liquidation process
regulations wherein timelines,
including for distribution of pro-
ceeds from realisation, have
been reduced in order to ensure
faster exit for firms. The
amended regulations have come
into effect from April 5. The
Insolvency and Bankruptcy
Board of India (IBBI) is a key
institution in implementing the
Insolvency and Bankruptcy
Code (IBC).
According to an official release,
it has been noticed that there
has been a substantial delay in
the completion of voluntary liq-

uidation process. To curtail such
delay and ensure faster exit for
firms, the amended regulations
have modified timelines for
some stipulated activities
undertaken during the voluntary
liquidation process. One of the
changes is that the liquidator
should distribute the proceeds
from realisation within 30 days
from the receipt of the amount
to the stakeholders. Earlier, the
timeline was 6 months.

IBBI reduces timelines for activities
under voluntary liquidation process

New Delhi, Apr 09 (PTI):

Reserve Bank of India
Deputy Governor T Rabi
Sankar has said that a nu-
anced and calibrated ap-
proach is essential for
launch of India's maiden
digital currency as it would
have various implications
for the economy and mone-
tary policy. RBI is planning
to come out with a central
bank backed digital curren-
cy using blockchain technol-
ogy in 2022-23. "Given the
large number of uncertain-
ties in terms of which
model works, which design

works well in terms of its
impact on the banking sys-
tem, on data privacy on
monetary policy, I think al-
most all central banks and
we are no exception will
probably go in for a very
careful and calibrated nu-

anced manner," he said at an
event organised by ICRIER.

The essential learning
does not come from global
experience but basically
comes from your own expe-
rience, he said. Observing
that one of the principles for
introduction of any tech-
nologies, especially for a
central bank, is that it
should "do no harm", he
said, "I think central banks
would go about it in a very
calibrated, graduated man-
ner, assessing impact all
along the line and then mak-
ing those connections with
what is most demanded."

Nuanced, calibrated approach
essential for launch of CBDC

Assam exports 
jackfruit and green

chilli to Dubai
Dhubri, Apr 09 (PTI):
Assam has started export of
jackfruit and green chilli to
Dubai from here, officials said
on Saturday. The consignment
was flagged off by Dhubri
Deputy Commissioner
Anbamuthan MP from
Bilasipara town for the
Lokapriyo Gopinath Bordoloi
Airport from where it will leave
for Mumbai for its onward
journey to Dubai on Saturday.
The consignment comprised
1.5 tonne of tender jackfruit
and 0.5 tonne of green chilli
and this will be distributed by
the Lulu Group International
through its chain of more than
200 supermarkets and hyper-
markets across the Gulf coun-
tries. The whole process was
coordinated by Agricultural
and Processed Food Products
Export Development Authority
(APEDA) and they gave all the
required technical support for
the purpose, Anbamuthan said.



Get ready to witness some interesting
nok-jhok and extra doses of laughter
on &TV shows this week. About

&TV’s Baal Shiv track, ShivyaPathania
shares, “Nandi (Danish Akhtar) narrates
the story of Mahadev (Siddharth Arora) and
Devi Parvati's (ShivyaPathania) separation
to Baal Shiv. He narrates how Ravan con-
structed the palace and then demanded it as
his Dakshina. Then how Bhringi causes dis-
cord between Devi Parvati and Mahadev,
forcing Mahadev to leave Kailash. When
Baal Shiv hears this, he assures Devi
Parvati that he will get Mahadev to her.
Meanwhile, in the absence of
MahasatiAnusuya (MouliGanguly), Devi
Parvati teaches children to paint and asks
Baal Shiv to draw a picture of the person he
loves the most. He ends up drawing
MahasatiAnusuya, which disappoints Devi
Parvati. Baal Shiv goes to Parvati's house
and cooks food for her, and for the first time,
he eats without his mother.
MahasatiAnusuya refuses to eat anything
while waiting for Baal Shiv to return. It will
be interesting to see how she reacts when
she finds out Baal Shiv has food without
her?”. About &TV's Aur Bhai Kya Chal Raha
Hai? track, Shanti Mishra shares,
“Everyone in the area is having a good time
playing carom inside the adda that Bittu

(AnnuAwasthy) and his gang have set up.
Mirza (Pawan Singh) and Mishra (Ambrish
Bobby), on the other hand, must continuous-
ly seek permission from their wives for
everything, and everyone mocks them for
being ruled by their wives. Disappointed,
Mirza and Mishra try hard to obtain
permission from their wives but fail
miserably. However, after repeated
requests from Mirza and Mishra,
both of their wives agree on one
condition: they can only play for
one hour.

In the meantime, Shanti
(Farhana Fatema) has a night-
mare about their husbands being
spoilt, drinking, and eve-teasing
her, which scares her. She imme-
diately shares her dream with
Sakina (Akansha Sharma).
Bittu and the crew plan to
watch a three-hour film and
invite Mirza and Mishra.
They now seek Bittu and
Pappu's assistance in per-
suading their wives, who
agree to let them watch a
movie but catch them red-
handed. What will Mirza
and Mishra do now to win
their wife’s trust?”.

Meera to play a
lead role in ‘Gur

Se Meetha Ishq’

Star Bharat has al-
ways sought out
proven methods to

entertain and engage its
viewers through its con-
tent. The public has been
anticipating the premiere
of the channel's new up-
coming offering, 'Gur Se
Meetha Ishq,' since the
program's promotional
debut, and if we talk about
the star cast, the crowd's
favoured actress Meera
Deosthale will join the
show after Pandemic.
After a long layoff, she is
returning to television
again. She is the Mira
Parallel Lead in this pro-
gramme, as far as we
know.

Meera Deosthale finally
conveys about her strong
character in 'Gur Se
Meetha Ishq' after retain-
ing her patience during
Pandemic: "I have gone
through a lot of mixed
emotions in the last two
year when I wanted to re-

turn to work. Those were
challenging times, but I'm
grateful for my upcoming
show now. My character is
very distinct and firmer
than the others I've
played.”

When asked about
Meera Deosthale and
Pankhuri Awasthi playing
parallel leads in the show,
she said, “To be honest, I
was initially hesitant and I
will not lie about it.
However, from day one, the
makers kept everything
transparent about the
show for all of us, which is
very important for an
actor especially when it
comes to two actresses
sharing the screen.

Coming to the character,
Pankhuri and my role are
very different like land
and sky. As the name of
the show clearly suggests,
it is a beautiful love story.
It is about two different
girls Pankhuri Awasthi
and how my character
fights against all odds to
achieve their dreams. My
character is very different
from other daily serial
characters. Also, I can con-
firm that it will be the first
time for a girl to play such
a character on Indian tele-
vision."

Stay tuned to witness
Mira Deosthale in a
unique character only on
Star Bharat!

Yami Gautam: 
I get my 

adrenaline rush
from doing
something

different
Actress Yami

Gautam, who has
been creating waves

with her performances in
films such as 'Dasvi' and 'A

Thursday', says she has at-
tempted something very
different and as an actor

she gets her adrenaline
rush from doing that.

Talking about the
same Yami shares, "I had
a lot of fun playing a
Haryanvi cop in the film
('Dasvi') and I'm ecstatic
about the initial response
to my performance. My
family, my team, and
some friends, who are al-
ways honest about their
opinions with me
watched it a few days ago
and I'm glad they strong-
ly connected to my char-
acter throughout the
film.

"Now, I'm excited to
hear what the audi-
ences have to say about
it. I've attempted some-
thing very different
and as an actor, I get
my adrenaline rush
from doing that.".

Yami has an excit-
ing slate ahead with

'OMG 2', 'Dhoom Dham',
and few more unan-

nounced projects.

Ram Charan to
play a dual role in
Shankar’s movie

'RRR' actor Ram Charan will
next be seen in South India's
most popular director

Shankar Shanmugham's upcoming
movie. It is reported that Ram

Charan will appear in a dual role
in the movie, which will portray
the actor in two different roles.

Amidst all speculation and
hype around Ram Charan's
next movie after 'RRR', he will

soon join the sets with Shankar.
The producers have scheduled a

timetable in Amritsar, that will have Ram
Charan participate in the filming of an im-
portant sequence.

Ram Charan will play a dual role, one of
which is an officer's role, while his other
role will depict him as a student.

'RC15' is the working title of this upcom-
ing bilingual political drama. The story is
written by 'Petta' fame Karthik Subbaraj,
while it is produced by Dil Raju and
Sirish under Sri Venkateswara Creations.

Kiara Advani will be seen opposite Ram
Charan in the movie, while S Thaman will
compose the music.

ACROSS
1. Frozen raindrops
6. Biblical "you"
10. Munitions
14. Winter coat
15. Acquire by labor
16. Ocean liner
17. Available to anyone
19. "Mona ____"
20. ____ Moines
21. Of sound mind

22. First game
24. Military cafeteria
25. Ogles
26. Hardly ever
29. Brews
32. Notions
33. Oscar, e.g.
34. Waiter's reward
37. Church group
38. Locale
39. Skin opening
40. Compass pt.

41. Fathers
42. Contributor
43. Jupiter, e.g.
45. Skill
46. Fall bloom
48. Stringed toy (hyph.)
49. Radio noise
51. Shade
52. Certain poem
55. Agreement
56. Unsettled
59. She (Fr.)
60. Banana skin
61. Brother's daughter
62. At no time, poetically
63. Kernel
64. Cook's wear

DOWN
1. Potato
2. Country road
3. Messes up
4. Supplement
5. Loafer ornaments
6. Coastal birds
7. Own
8. Mine extract
9. Take apart
10. Slumbering
11. Diamond substitute
12. Stingy one
13. Practices boxing
18. Not hard
23. Implored
24. Vegetarian's taboo
26. Stand up

27. Fruit drinks
28. Wall socket
29. ____ sixteen
30. Browns in the sun
31. Before, to Keats
33. Farm measure
35. Steel ingredient
36. Jaunty
38. Wickedness
39. Horseback sport
41. Delhi dress
42. ____ Beach, Florida
44. Alphabet part
45. Coal measures
46. Ski resort
47. Like old bread
48. Give way
50. Mugs
51. Forest plant
52. Above
53. Art ____ ('20s movement)
54. Paradise
57. Formerly called
58. Mouth part
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You've been juggling career,
romance, and creative interests for
the past year, Aquarius. This is apt to
continue. However, you could find
yourself building a new career involv-
ing writing or speaking, perhaps in
addition to your current career.
You're also apt to develop a vigorous
interest in improving your health. 

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18
Ingenuity blossoms when you make the
effort to do a little writing, Pisces, perhaps
technical manuals or other professionally
oriented projects. This could represent a
new stage in your professional life. You're
apt to do well and attract considerable
attention from higher-ups. Don't get too
caught up in the need to revise, edit, then
revise and edit again. 

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20
Are you considering moving to a new res-
idence, redecorating, or making some
home improvements, Aries? If so, this is a
good time to do it. These types of proj-
ects promise to go well, so don't let
doubt get in your way. Explore every pos-
sibility, consider all the pros and cons,
and then if it looks like it's going to work,
go for it!

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20
You might need to make a lot of phone
calls and get through some lingering
paperwork today, Taurus. A business part-
ner or friend could be instrumental in
helping clear up some loose ends that
have been left hanging. Be sure you get
any leftover work out of the way, because
soon you'll probably be even busier. 

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

If you've been worrying about having
spent too much recently, Gemini, the
astral configuration indicates you
should be able to put those worries
behind you. There are plenty of
opportunities that could bring
increased income, possibly a new
job, even a new career. 

Gemini: May 22 – June 21
Communication takes a prominent
place in your life today, Cancer. Your
practical, direct, and down-to-Earth
manner can be very impressive. You're
known for succeeding where others
have failed. This isn't lost on those
above you on the hierarchical ladder.
And they know that you aren't easily
fooled. 

Cancer: June 22 – July 22
You could be surrounded by secrets, Leo.
A number of colleagues might be leaving
to pursue new opportunities, and you
could wonder if there's a reason for it that
escapes you. It might even have you
reevaluating whether or not you should
stay put! However, don't panic because
others leave.

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23
A phone call or email from a friend could
open up new career possibilities for you,
Virgo, perhaps involving the communi-
cations industry. Tales of people who
have hit it big in this field could be cir-
culating widely, but you should carefully
consider all the aspects of any new
option before jumping in. 

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

Communication of all sorts could be
vital to you today, Libra. You might
spend much of the day on the phone
organizing an important event or per-
haps clearing up a misunderstanding.
This could make it a rather stressful
day. It might be one of those days you
just need to get through. 

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23
Your outlook is apt to be optimistic,
enthusiastic, and practical, Scorpio! You
have both creative and workable ideas.
They're likely to lead to success, although
it could take considerable time and effort
to make it happen. Communication with
colleagues is likely to be open, honest,
and very dynamic as projects and enter-
prises take on a life of their own. 

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22
Tending to paperwork could take up
much of your time today, Sagittarius. A
lot could be riding on your careful plan-
ning and projections, so you're probably
taking it very seriously. Nonetheless,
don't be intimidated. Trust your
instincts. You know what you're doing.

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21
Communication between you and either a
business or romantic partner should get a
fresh start today, Capricorn. You've gotten
to know each other better and feel more
comfortable being honest and open with
each other than before. All signs are that
any partnerships begun, renewed, or con-
firmed today are likely to be successful and
profitable. 

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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Actress Lindsay
Lohan says living
in a country where

paparazzi is illegal has
been life-changing for the
formerly troubled star, as
she is free to lead a "pri-
vate life" away from the
cameras, and she has also
become pickier when it
comes to the work she
takes on to lead a more
balanced life.

Taking part in Vogue's
'Life in Looks' video se-
ries, Lohan said: "It just
really happened, how I
moved to Dubai. I got
there, and I felt a certain
sense of calm.

"I think it's because pa-
parazzi is illegal there. I
really found that I had a
private life, and I could
just take time for myself. I
decided to stay there be-
cause I really learned to
appreciate what it is to go,
do my work, and then
leave and live a normal
life. It took me moving

there to really appreciate
the time that I take for
myself, instead of just
going, going, going and
learning to say 'no.' And
really putting myself
first, and choosing the
things that I want to do,

wisely, for me first."
Lohan, who is engaged

to financier Bader
Shammas, moved to
Dubai in 2014 and travels
between the Middle East
and her family home in
New York, but hasn't been

back to her old home in
Los Angeles for a decade
after the paparazzi scared
her off.

She said previously: "I
live here (Dubai), yep, I
have been here for about
six years. But I go to New

York a lot to see my family
... and I was in London be-
fore this. I haven't been to
LA in over 10 years. The
paparazzi definitely
scared me a lot (in LA),
but I haven't had any real
reasons to (come back) re-
cently."

The 'Just My Luck' star
recently signed a two-
movie deal with Netflix.

The 35-year-old actress
has inked a deal with the
streaming giant, which
will see her star in two
new films after filming
upcoming holiday movie
'Falling for Christmas'.

Christina Rogers,
Netflix's Director of
Independent Film said:
"We're so happy with our
collaboration with
Lindsay to date, and we're
thrilled to continue our
partnership with her. We
look forward to bringing
more of her films to our
members around the
world."

Lindsay Lohan: Moving to Dubai
brought me a sense of calm 

Mix-Track in &TV this week
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Navi Mumbai, Apr 09 (PTI):

Indian Premier League's
sentimental favourites
Chennai Super Kings
slumped to their fourth
successive defeat with
young Abhishek Sharma's
50-ball-75 guiding
Sunrisers Hyderabad to
their maiden eight-wicket
win in this edition of the
tournament.

The 21-year-old Sharma
took the attack to the oppo-
sition with a blistering
first IPL half-century
which was studded with
five fours and three sixes,
to help Sunrisers easily
chased down the target of
155 with 14 balls to spare.

CSK now has to win at
least eight out of their re-
maining 10 games in order
to reach the magic figure of
16 points which during
past few years is the cut-off
for play-off qualifications.

The left-hander from
Punjab, who was bought
for Rs 6.5 crore by the
Sunrisers in the auction,
led India to victory in the
U-19 Asia Cup in 2016, be-
fore being replaced as cap-
tain by Prithvi Shaw
months before the 2018 U-
19 World Cup.

It was Sunrisers first
win of this IPL, having lost
to Rajasthan Royals and
Lucknow Super Giants in

their earlier matches.
CSK have already lost to

Kolkata Knight Riders,
Lucknow Super Giants
and Punjab Kings in earli-
er games.

On a sluggish pitch,
Sharma took the pressure
off his captain Kane
Williamson (32 off 40 balls)
who played second fiddle
to the youngster who was
in top form after failing to
score big in the previous
two matches.

Williamson was out in
the 13th over off the bowl-
ing of left-arm seamer
Mukesh Choudhary (1/30)
after sharing 89-run open-
ing stand with Sharma,
who also fell in the 18th to
Dwayne Bravo (1/29) with
Sunrisers needing just 10
runs.

Rahul Tripathi (39 not
out off 15 balls) then en-
sured that there was no
hiccups in the run chase.
He glanced Bravo for a
boundary to finish the
chase in style.

Earlier, Moeen Ali top-
scored with a 35-ball 48 to
guide CSK to 154 for seven
after being asked to bat
first.

Skipper Ravindra Jadeja
(23 off 15 balls) played a lit-
tle cameo towards the end
to prop up CSK after they
lost a few wickets in a
heap.

Phuket, Apr 09 (PTI):

Indian boxers Govind
Sahani (48kg), Ananta
Pralhad Chopde (54kg) and
Sumit (75kg) struck gold at
the Thailand Open in
Phuket, notching up com-
prehensive wins in their
respective bouts on
Saturday.

Sahani and Sumit, the
reigning national champi-
on, dominated their bouts

from start to finish and
won with identical 5-0
margins against local
pugilists Natthaphon
Thuamcharoen and
Peetapat Yeasungnoen re-
spectively.

Ananta, on the other
hand, displayed a good
mix of aggression and de-
fense to topple Thai boxer
Ritthiamon Saengsawang
by unanimous decision.

However, Amit Panghal

(52kg) and Monika (48kg),
Varinder Singh (60kg) and
Ashish Kumar (81kg),
could not go the distance
and ended their cam-
paigns with a silver each.

Panghal, the 2019 world
championship silver
medallist, lost a closely-
fought bout to Rogen
Ladon of Phillipines via a
2-3 split decision.

With little separating
the two boxers through the

course of the bout, the 26-
year-old Indian managed
to edge past the Filipino in
the first round. But Laden
made a comeback to take
the following two rounds.

In the men's 81kg sum-
mit clash, Ashish, last edi-
tion's 75kg gold medallist,
toiled hard but couldn't
find a way to stop
Kazakhstan's Nurbek
Oralbay, succumbing to a
0-5 loss.

Boxing: Govind, Ananta,
Sumit strike gold

India ends Thailand Open with 10 medals

Indias Govind Sahani (L) and Thailands Natthaphon Thuamcharoen in action during final match of mens 48kg category event at the
Thailand Open International Boxing Tournament 2022, in Phuket.

Suncheon, Apr 09 (PTI):

PV Sindhu and Kidambi
Srikanth's impressive run
ended in the semifinals after
they went down in straight
games at the Korea Open
Super 500 badminton tourna-
ment here on Saturday.

Former world champion
Sindhu, who came into the
tournament after claiming
the Swiss Open, suffered her
fourth successive defeat to 20-
year-old An Seyoung, losing
14-21 17-21 in 48 minutes.

For world championships
silver medallist Srikanth, it
ended in yet another semifi-
nal finish as he came up short
against Asian Games cham-
pion Jonatan Christie, going
down 19-21 16-21 in 50 min-
utes.

Sindhu, seeded third, tried
everything at her disposal
but couldn't find a way to get
past the world number four
An Seyoung, who gave ample
display of her athleticism
and precision, leaving the
Indian to do the catch-up job
from the start.

New Delhi, Apr 09 (PTI):

Indian squash ace Dipika
Pallikal Karthik progressed to
the finals of both the women's
and mixed doubles at the WSF
World doubles championships
in Glasgow. In mixed doubles,
Dipika and Saurav Ghosal beat
Wales' Joel Makin and Tesni
Evans in an entertaining bout,
taking the first game 11-9
before finishing the match with
an impressive 11-5 win on
Friday. Dipika also paired up
with Joshna Chinappa to reach
the summit clash in women's

doubles after New Zealand
pairing of Joelle King and
Amanda Landers Murphy with-
drew from the semifinal due to
an injury. "For us women, our
bodies go through a lot, day in
and day out, and I think it's
important to believe in our-
selves,"Dipika, who give birth
to twins last October, was
quoted as saying by world-
squash.org.
"What's really worked for me
is I've had a lot of support from
family and friends and that's
why I'm here today, because a
lot of people believed in me."

Mumbai, Apr 09 (PTI):

If their performance is
any indication, Lucknow
Super Giants and
Rajasthan Royals could
make for a blockbuster
Indian Premier League
contest on a Sunday
evening, an iconic venue
adding to its charm.

IPL debutants Lucknow
Super Giants got off to an
excellent start in their
first season and are placed
third in the points table,
having won three of their
four matches.

KL Rahul's team lost its
opening game narrowly to
fellow first-timers Gujarat
Titans, but have since
recorded comprehensive
wins over defending cham-
pions Chennai Super
Kings, Sunrisers
Hyderabad and a very for-
midable Delhi Capitals
outfit.

While Rahul has led the
side admirably in the
matches played so far in
the 15th edition of the lu-
crative league, the likes of
Evin Lewis, Deepak
Hooda and young Ayush

Badoni shining with the
bat has lent great balance
and stability to the team.

As far as bowling is con-
cerned, the pace-spin duo
of Avesh Khan and Ravi
Bishnoi have managed to
hold their own against
some of the most estab-
lished names of T20 crick-
et.

However, it is easier said
than done when up
against a side like RR,

which has emerged as one
of the stronger teams in
the competition so far,
notwithstanding the loss
to Royal Challengers
Bangalore in its last out-
ing.

Before the reverse
against RCB, RR won two
matches, beating
Sunrisers Hyderabad and
Mumbai Indians by 61
runs and 23 runs respec-
tively.

LSG, RR face off in blockbuster clashDipika reaches twin finals
at WSF World Doubles

Championships

Korea Open: Sindhu,
Srikanth lose in semifinals

South Korea's An Se-young hits a return against India’s Pusarla Venkata
Sindhu during their women's singles semi-final match at the Korea
Open Badminton Championships in Suncheon on Saturday.

Zarqa (Jordan), Apr 09 (PTI):

The Indian women's foot-
ball team earned its second
straight victory in Jordan,
beating the hosts 1-0 in a
friendly after a strike by for-
ward Manisha Kalyan here.

Manisha netted the
game's only goal in the sec-
ond half (48th minute) on
Friday night to help the
Blue Tigresses get their sec-
ond victory on the trot at the
Prince Mohammed
Stadium. Earlier this week,
India had defeated Egypt by
the same margin at the
same venue. Both the sides
looked to get on the front
foot from the start, creating
chances near the opposition
area. India got the first cor-
ner of the match, which was
sent in by Ratanbala Devi,
and was headed goalwards
by Manisha. However, the
chance was cleared and
Jordan set on their own at-
tack at the other end.

After a goalless first half,
India head coach Thomas
Dennerby looked to inject
some attacking impetus, get-

ting striker Pyari Xaxa in
place of winger Sandhiya
Ranganathan.

The Blue Tigresses had
the lead moments after the
restart, as Manisha found
some space on the left and
unleashed a left-footer that
rocketed into the top corner
of the Jordan goal.

Trailing, Jordan began to
mount some pressure on the
visitors. Leen Yasin
Mohammad had a golden
opportunity to draw level

when she was played behind
the Indian defence, and tried
to chip Chauhan, but the
ball went well over.

Indian centrebacks
Sweety Devi and Ashalata
Devi made some crucial last-
ditch tackles to thwart ad-
vances by the Jordanian at-
tackers. Sweety's intercep-
tion stopped Shahanaz
Jebreen in her tracks, while
Ashalata's tackle halted
Leen Yasin's attempt just be-
yond the hour mark.

Manisha strike helps India beat
Jordan in football friendly
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Potchefstroom, Apr 09 (PTI):

History beckons the
Indian women's hockey
team as it eyes a maiden
final berth in the FIH Junior
World Cup but in three-time
champions, the Netherlands
a stern test awaits it in the
semifinal here on Sunday.

India's best performance
in the tournament so far is a
bronze medal finish in the
2013 edition of the event in
M o n c h e n g l a d b a c h ,

Germany. Unbeaten so far in
the tournament, the Indians
have exceeded expectations
in the event, beating Wales 5-
1, upsetting Germany (2-1),
Malaysia (4-0) and Korea (3-
0). It was a cohesive effort
from the Indians in the tour-
nament so far with all de-
partments clicking for the
Salima Tete-led side.

India's forward line has
shone bright with the strik-
ers scoring as many as 12
goals so far and conceded

just two.
Young striker Mumtaz

Khan has been the cynosure
of all eyes, scoring six goals,
including a hat-trick so far
in the event, while
Lalremsiami, Lalrindiki and
Sharmila Devi completed
her brilliantly.

The presence of three
Tokyo Olympians in skipper
Tete, Lalremsiami and
Sharmila has worked won-
ders for the Indians in the
tournament in terms of
their experience.

Credit must also go to the
Indian midfield which
played an instrumental role
in creating numerous scor-
ing opportunities for the
side.

While one expects the for-
wardline and midfield to
contribute, but it is the
team's backline led by goal-
keeper Bichu Devi Karibam
that stood out so far.

Just like India,
Netherlands too finished
their pool engagements on
top with three wins from as
many games and then got
the better of South Africa 5-0
in the quarterfinals.

India to face Netherlands in Junior
Women’s Hockey WC semifinals

Mumbai, Apr 09 (PTI):

Skipper Rishabh Pant
will face a big test when
Delhi Capitals lock horns
with table-toppers Kolkata
Knight Riders, led by their
former captain Shreyas
Iyer, in a much-anticipated
IPL clash here on Sunday.

Iyer, one of the archi-
tects of the Delhi fran-
chise's resurgence in the
IPL, having taken them to
their maiden final in 2020,
was replaced as skipper of
the team last season after
he missed the first half
due to an injury. The fran-
chise didn't retain the 27-
year-old, who was picked
up by KKR at the auction.

Under his captaincy, the
Knight Riders are perched
at the top of the league
with six points from four
outings, their only loss
coming against Royal
Challengers Bangalore.

The Capitals on the
other hand, after a win-
ning start, have slumped
to back-to-back defeats and
are placed seventh.

Both Pant and Iyer are

touted as future India cap-
tain and it will be interest-
ing to see how the two fare.
However, the wicketkeep-
er-batter might be feeling
the pressure, having won
just one game so far.

The Capitals will be
counting on Prithvi Shaw,
who smashed 61 off 34
against LSG, and seasoned
opener David Warner, to
provide a solid start as
their middle order is yet to
inspire confidence. KKR
head into the match high
on confidence, having de-
feated Mumbai Indians
with Pat Cummins scoring
a 15-ball 56.

Big test awaits Pant as
DC take on Iyer’s KKR

Abhishek Sharma
guides SRH to easy

victory over CSK



New Delhi, Apr 09 (PTI): 

Rahul Gandhi on
Saturday said the
Congress had offered to
form an alliance with BSP
chief Mayawati in the re-
cent Uttar Pradesh assem-
bly election and make her
the chief ministerial can-
didate but "she did not
even talk to us".

Lashing out at the BSP
supremo, the former
Congress president alleged
that Mayawati gave a clear
passage to the ruling
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) in the state because
of "the CBI, the ED and
Pegasus". The Congress

won only two seats out of
403 and got a vote share of
less than 2.5 percent in
Uttar Pradesh, where the
BJP retained power. As
many as 97 percent of
Congress candidates lost
their security deposit.

The BSP won just one
seat and a vote share of
around 13 per cent. Nearly
72 per cent of its candidates
also lost their deposit in the
election, which turned out
to be a bipolar contest be-
tween the BJP and the
Samajwadi Party.

Releasing a book, "The
Dalit Truth", Rahul Gandhi
said the Constitution is a
weapon but it is meaning-

less without institutions
which, he alleged, have
been ''captured by the RSS''.

Noting that if institu-
tions are not controlled by

people, neither is the coun-
try, the Congress leader
said, "This is not a new as-
sault. It started the day
when Mahatma Gandhi

was killed with bullets."
Gandhi said he would

not have been able to speak
up against the government
had he taken any money
and alleged that the CBI
and the ED control the po-
litical system.

Taking on Mayawati, he
said, "We gave a message to
Mayawati to form an al-
liance and asked her to be-
come the chief minister.
She did not even talk to us."
Gandhi said he has respect
for BSP patriarch Kanshi
Ram for articulating the
Dalit voice of Uttar
Pradesh, even though the
Congress had suffered dur-
ing that phase.

Panaji, Apr 09 (PTI): 

Maharashtra Gomantak
Party (MGP) MLA Sudhin
Dhavalikar, who was in-
ducted into the Pramod
Sawant-led cabinet on
Saturday, said the differ-
ences between his party
and the BJP have been laid
to rest. With two MLAs in
the Goa legislative
Assembly, the MGP has ex-
tended its support to the
BJP government.

Dhavalikar was induct-
ed in the cabinet on
Saturday along with BJP
MLAs Nilkant Halarnkar
and Subhash Faldesai.
Sawant had taken oath as
the chief minister along

with eight other ministers
on March 28, leaving three
ministerial berths vacant
at that time. With the addi-
tion of three, there are
now 12 members in his
cabinet, including Sawant
himself.

‘BSF undergoing 
modernisation on all fronts’

azaribag (Jharkhand),

Apr 09 (PTI): 

The BSF is undergoing
modernisation on all
fronts in view of prevail-
ing challenges along the
country's border,
Director General Pankaj
Kumar Singh has said.
The Border Security
Force has excelled in var-
ious fields from operat-
ing drones to the use of
artillery, he said.

"BSF is facing a severe
challenge from foreign
terrorists trying to enter
the country and disturb
our internal security. We

are providing latest
training to our personnel
to tackle them," Singh
told reporters during his
maiden visit to a BSF
training school at Meru
in Hazaribag on Friday.

The BSF DG said he
was impressed with the
training provided to the
371 personnel at the cen-
tre, who hail from states
like Assam, Kerala,
Telangana and Jammu
and Kashmir.

The BSF personnel
have been trained to pre-
vent drug trafficking and
the force plays an effec-
tive role in checking
large-scale smuggling of
contraband, he said.

He took salute at a
passing out parade and
gave away prizes to the
jawans who performed
best during the 44-week
training.

Need to recognise unsung heroes: Naidu
New Delhi, Apr 09 (PTI): 

Vice President M
Venkaiah Naidu on
Saturday pitched for
recognising the unsung
heroes of the country, say-
ing art forms such as cine-
ma and music should be
used to highlight their sac-
rifices. He lamented that
people know about Robert
Clive, but little was known
about freedom fighters
and historical figures such
as Maharana Pratap,
Chhatrapati Shivaji,
Komaram Bheem and
Alluri Sitaram Raju.

Speaking at the Sangeet
Natak Akademi and Lalit
Kala Akademi awards cer-
emony here, the Vice
President also emphasised
that due importance
should be given to mother
tongues at all levels, be it
at government functions,
in teaching or in courts.

Many unsung heroes
made sacrifices but their
stories remain largely un-
known to the masses as
they did not get enough at-
tention in history books,

Naidu said.
Recognising the un-

recognised is our duty. Our
cinema, other art forms,
music and literature
should pay enough atten-
tion to this aspect. It is
very much important to
rejuvenate our great cul-
tural past and the sacri-
fices made, he said.

We were told about the
history of Robert Clive but
not about Rana Pratap,
Shivaji, Alluri Sitaram
Raju, Komaram Bheem
etc. It is time that we cor-
rect this fault and restore
the honour of our glorious
past. Unfortunately, due to
the colonial mindset, our
textbooks, our history has

not given proper and
enough importance to
these unsung heroes. It is
time to recognise them
and I am happy that the
new education policy is fo-
cusing in that direction, he
added, calling for correct-
ing such distortions .

He also emphasised that
government institutions
at all levels should organ-
ise programmes to recog-
nise the unsung freedom
fighters. Referring to the
Azadi Ka Amrut
Mahotsav' celebrations, he
lauded the government
and said that in the recent
past, most of the lesser
known heroes were given
importance.

The Vice President also
called upon schools and
parents to encourage chil-
dren to learn any art form
of their choice as part of ef-
forts to preserve and pro-
mote India's rich cultural
heritage. He stressed on the
need to go back to the coun-
try's roots and promote
mother tongues and also
called for a cultural renais-
sance in Indian society.

I encourage the youth to
focus on their mother
tongue and give something
back to society. We should
promote our mother
tongue. People's language
should be the language in
administration, courts
and teaching so that our
culture and heritage is
protected, Naidu said.

Recalling the role of vi-
sual and performing arts
in arousing patriotic feel-
ings during the
Independence movement,
the Vice President said art
was used as a powerful po-
litical weapon to tell the
stories of the British op-
pression in an effective
manner.
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Haryana Chief Minister Manohar Lal addressing at the 11th Annual Convocation of the Indian Institute of
Management (IIM), in Rohtak.

IIM ANNUAL CONVOCATION

A boy cools himself off at a tubewell during a hot summer day in New Delhi, Saturday.

BEATING THE HEAT

Pankaj Kumar Singh
Sudhin Dhavalikar

Irani derides Priyanka for Amethi loss
Rae Bareli, Apr 09 (PTI): 

Union Minister Smriti
Irani on Saturday took a
jibe at Congress'
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra
saying that she created a
history of sorts when
three party nominees in
the recent assembly polls
forfeited their deposits in
Amethi - a stronghold of
her party.

In the 2022 assembly
elections, she created a
history by getting three
Congress candidates for-
feit their deposits in
Amethi parliamentary
constituency. My congrat-
ulations for this, she
ridiculed the party gener-
al secretary, without tak-
ing her name.

Irani had won the
Amethi Lok Sabha seat
defeating Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi in the 2019
general elections.

She was visiting her
parliamentary con-
stituency on Saturday to
cast her vote in the ongo-
ing legislative council
polls. You see, in the 2019
elections, the Congress
got about four lakh votes,
but in 2022 it has come
down to close to one lakh,
she told reporters.

Earlier, Irani took part
in Ashtami puja and met
people in Kinthawa vil-
lage to enquire about
their problems.

She said she had come
here eight years ago for
the first time on Ashtami

as a BJP candidate, and
today she was visiting it
again to cast vote for a
BJP candidate.

The Congress, which
has ruled Uttar Pradesh
for the longest period of
time among political par-
ties but has been out of
power for three decades,
plunged into further
wilderness winning just
two seats last assembly
election despite Priyanka
leading the campaign
from the front.

While its seats tally
came down to two from
seven in 2017, its vote
share declined to 2.35 per
cent from 6.25 per cent.
The two seats it won are
Rampur Khas and
Pharenda.

Italian artist’s Kolkata mural
espouses wildlife conservation

Kolkata, Apr 09 (PTI): 

Italian artist Maurizio
Boscheri has painted a
mural in Kolkata's
Gariahat espousing
wildlife conservation and
environmental protec-
tion. He was assisted by
artists from a local art col-
lege in completing the
mural which depicts the
Royal Bengal Tiger and
peacock, national sym-
bols of India. It was the
Italian consulate's initia-
tive in collaboration with
a local women's social or-
ganisation.

"This is a gift from me
and the people of Italy to
Kolkata, the city of art

lovers. The energy level of
local artists is amazing. I
would love to be involved in
similar collaborative proj-
ects in the City of Joy in the
future," Boscheri told PTI.
He said it was a lifetime ex-
perience to complete the
work in bustling Gariahat
amid heavy traffic and curi-
ous onlookers. Boscheri's
artworks on wildlife conser-
vation have been featured
in New York, Sri Lanka and
Karachi among other
places. Speaking about
Kolkata, he said, "It is a
beautiful city, with a lot of
green spaces, boulevards
and well-maintained parks.
There are many grand
mansions, but many of

these buildings have been
replaced by high-rises. We
could have protected these
old buildings with amazing
architecture."

The artist said he chose
busy Gariahat for the
mural because it is an icon-
ic place, a microcosm of
Kolkata, and is always
brimming with life. Italian
Consul General in Kolkata,
Gianluca Rubagotti, said
that the mural will remain
a symbol of friendship be-
tween the people of the two
countries and espouse the
need for conserving our
ecosystem. He hoped there
will be more exchanges be-
tween the artists of the two
countries.

‘Differences between
MGP-BJP resolved’

Punjab govt committed to stop
‘brain drain’, says  Mann

Bathinda, Apr 09 (PTI): 

Punjab Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann on
Saturday said his govern-
ment is committed to stop
'brain drain' by creating
new opportunities in the
state so that youngsters
don't have to go to foreign
countries in pursuit of
their dreams. He was ad-
dressing the students of
Maharaja Ranjit Singh
Punjab Technical
University (MRSPTU) dur-
ing the first convocation
ceremony here.

Punjab Governor
Banwari Lal Purohit and
Mann also conferred de-
grees on the students, ac-
cording to an official re-
lease. Mann said the educa-
tion needs to be in sync
with employment opportu-
nities available. Seeking
some time to create an in-
dustry-friendly environ-
ment in Punjab to provide

employment to people,
Mann appealed to the
youngsters to serve their
motherland.

Mann also appealed to
the parents to give freedom
to their children, especially
to the girls, to excel in the
field of their choice. He
said parents should stop
spoon-feeding their chil-

dren and instead strength-
en their skills by providing
them an open environment
to prove themselves.

Purohit, while delivering
the convocation address,
said technologists are prob-
lem solvers who search for
quicker, better and less ex-
pensive ways to meet tough
challenges and varsities

like MRSPTU gear up the
technologists to fulfil these
challenges. He asked young
technologists to become job
creators and also create
wealth for the nation, soci-
ety and people through
start-ups.

He called upon the MR-
SPTU to take lead in creat-
ing an ecosystem for entre-
preneurship and innova-
tion amongst its con-
stituent colleges and hoped
that setting up of innova-
tion and incubation centres
in on its radar.

Earlier, the Punjab gover-
nor conferred honorary
doctorate degrees on three
eminent personalities for
their contribution in vari-
ous fields which included
social worker Dr. SPS
Oberoi, industrialist
Rajinder Gupta and former
chairman ISRO Dr.
Radhakrishnan (degree re-
ceived by Director IIT
Ropar Dr. Rajiv Ahuja).

unjab Chief Minister Bhagwant Mann confers a degree to
a student at the convocation of Maharaja Ranjit Singh
Punjab Technical University, in Bathinda, Saturday.

‘Had offered CM’s post to Mayawati 
but she did not even talk to us’

Congress leader Rahul Gandhi speaks during the launch of
book The Dalit Truth in New Delhi, Saturday.



60-feet-long steel bridge stolen in Sasaram
Sasaram, Apr 09 (PTI): 

A 60-feet-long steel
bridge was disman-
tled and stolen by a
group of men pos-
ing as government
officers in Bihar's
Sasaram district, po-
lice said on
Saturday.

The bridge,
weighing 500 tons,
was built over the

Arrah canal in Amiyawar
village in Nasriganj police
station area in 1972, they
said. A group of men, pos-

ing as officers of the
Irrigation Department,
dismantled the defunct
bridge with the help of
gas-cutters and earth-
movers over three days,
police said.

By the time the locals re-
alised what was happen-
ing and informed the po-
lice, they had fled with the
scrap, said Subhash
Kumar, the Station House
Officer (SHO) of
Nasriganj police station.

"It appears that the
whole operation was exe-
cuted with the help of un-

witting local officials of
the Irrigation
Department," he said.

A case was registered
and a hunt was on to nab
those behind the incident,
Kumar said.

Scrap dealers in the dis-
trict have been alerted
about the incident, he said.

"The bridge was too old
and declared dangerous
some time back. A new
concrete bridge was con-
structed adjacent to the
old one, and that is cur-
rently used by the locals,"
said Mantu Singh, a resi-

dent of the Amiyawar vil-
lage.

Taking a dig at the gov-
ernment over the incident,
Leader of Opposition
Tejashwi Yadav said the
thieves were inspired by
Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar and BJP leaders.

"If BJP and Nitish
Kumar can steal the gov-
ernment of Bihar, then
what is a bridge?" he said,
apparently referring to
Kumar's JD(U) severing
ties with the RJD to form a
government with BJP in
the state in 2017.

Greet
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: President Ram
Nath Kovind greeted citi-
zens on the eve of Ram
Navami on Saturday and
said Lord Ram inspires us
to follow the sublime val-
ues of virtue, tolerance,
kindness and fraternity.
He said Ram Navami is an
auspicious occasion to
recall the ideals of Lord
Ram and apply them in
our lives. Lord Ram's life
inspires us to follow the
sublime values of virtue,
tolerance, kindness and
fraternity, Kovind said.

Busted 
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Ten people,
including five women,
were arrested for
allegedly duping people
with offer of jobs, police
said on Saturday. They
have cheated more than
100 people in last four
months, police said. A
complaint was filed by
one Priya Gupta, a gradu-
ate, who said she had
applied for a job on an
online portal, a senior
police officer said.

Electrocution 
FFaatteehhppuurr:: Two members
of a family were electro-
cuted after than came in
contact with a high ten-
sion wire here, police
said on Saturday. They
identified the deceased
as Nishad (18) and his
uncle Jayaram (35), res-
idents of Jara Ka Dera
village under Chandpur
police station limits. A
power line broke and
fell on the barbed wire
used in fencing the
fields. On Friday night,
the duo came in contact
with it and were electro-
cuted, Chandpur police
station SHO Yogendra
Kumar said.

Murder
CCaannnniinngg:: A civic volun-
teer and his friend's
throats were slit and both
shot dead over a financial
dispute in West Bengal's
South 24 Parganas dis-
trict on Saturday, trigger-
ing a protest in which a
vehicle was set on fire,
police said. The incident
took place in Amratala
village in Usthi police sta-
tion area, when the
accused called them to
his factory on the pretext
of paying their money
back and murdered them,
an officer said. 
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BRIEF

A woman with a child sits
under the shade of a tree on

a hot summer day in New
Delhi, Saturday.

New Delhi, Apr 09 (PTI): 

Vaccine majors Serum
Institute of India (SII) and
Bharat Biotech on
Saturday said they have
decided to cut prices of the
precaution dose of their
respective COVID-19 vac-
cines to Rs 225 per shot for
private hospitals after dis-
cussion with the govern-
ment.

"We are pleased to an-
nounce that after discus-
sion with the central gov-
ernment, SII has decided
to revise the price of COV-

ISHIELD vaccine for pri-
vate hospitals from Rs 600
to Rs 225 per dose," SII
CEO Adar Poonawalla
said in a tweet. On Friday,
the company had said that
the precaution dose of its
Covishield vaccine against
COVID-19 will be priced at
Rs 600 per shot for eligible

individuals.
Bharat Biotech Co-

Founder Joint Managing
Director Suchitra Ella in a
tweet said: "We welcome
the decision to make avail-
able precautionary dose

for all adults. In consulta-
tion with the Central
Government, we have de-
cided to revise the price of
#COVAXIN from Rs 1,200
to Rs 225 per dose, for #pri-
vatehospitals."

New Delhi, Apr 09 (PTI): 

The Centre on Saturday
told the states that the pre-
caution dose will be of the
same COVID-19 vaccine as
the one used for the ad-
ministration of the first
two doses and that private
vaccination centres can
charge up to a maximum
of Rs 150 per dose as serv-
ice charge over and above
the cost of the vaccine.

The Centre announced
on Friday that the precau-
tion dose of Covid vac-
cines will be available to
everyone aged above 18
years at the private vacci-
nation centres from April
10. All those above the age
of 18, who have completed
nine months after the ad-
ministration of the second

dose, will be eligible for
the precaution dose.

Union Health Secretary
Rajesh Bhushan, who held
an orientation meeting of
the health secretaries of
all the states and Union
territories on Saturday,
also informed that no
fresh registration would
be required for the precau-
tion dose as all due benefi-
ciaries are already regis-
tered on the CoWIN plat-
form.

It was emphasised that
all vaccinations must
mandatorily be recorded
on CoWIN and both the op-
tions of "online appoint-
ment" and "walk-in" regis-
tration and vaccination
will be available at the pri-
vate Covid vaccination
centres (CVCs).

Shahjahanpur , Apr 09 (PTI): 
The father of a rape victim in
the infamous Asaram Bapu case
has expressed threat to his life
and that of his family by the
self-styled godman's support-
ers. This comes a day after a
girl's body was recovered from
a car parked inside one of
Asaram's ashrams in Gonda. A
follower of Asaram left a threat
letter at our house after hurling
abuses at me on March 21.
Derogatory language has been
used in the letter and the per-
son has also mentioned his
address on it, the victim's
father told PTI over phone on
Saturday. Following the threat,
the police deployed two consta-
bles outside their house and
since then, one of them was
withdrawn from duty.

New Delhi, Apr 09 (PTI): 

The Election
Commission has told the
Supreme Court that offer-
ing or distribution of any
freebies either before or
after an election is a policy
decision of the party con-
cerned and whether such
policies are financially vi-
able or have adverse effect,
has to be decided by the
voters of that state.

In its affidavit, the EC
said, "The Election

Commission of India can-
not regulate state policies
and decisions which may
be taken by the winning
party when they form the
government. Such an ac-
tion, without enabling pro-
visions in the law, would be
an overreach of powers."

The poll panel said, "... It
is also stated that offer-
ing/distribution of any
freebies either before or
after the election is a poli-
cy decision of the party
concerned and whether

such policies are financial-
ly viable or its adverse ef-
fect on the economic
health of the State is a
question that has to be con-
sidered and decided by the
voters of the state."

It said that in December
2016, a set of 47 proposals
on electoral reforms has
been sent to the Centre in
respect of reforms relating
to political parties of
which one chapter deals
with "de-registration of po-
litical parties".

Ahmedabad, Apr 09 (PTI):

A 67-year-old man from
Mumbai, who had travelled
to Vadodara in Gujarat last
month, was found infected
with XE, Omicron's sub-
variant that is considered
more transmissible than
other variants of coron-
avirus, making it the first
such case in the state, offi-
cials said on Saturday.

The patient had tested
positive for COVID-19 on
March 12 during his visit to

Vadodara, but had returned
to Mumbai the next day
without informing the local
authorities, the officials
said. He was later found in-
fected with the XE variant
as per a report given by a
Gandhinagar-based lab,
which was cross-checked
and confirmed by a facility
in Kolkata on Friday. The
man is currently in
Mumbai and his health con-
dition is stable, they added.

The state health depart-
ment said that the patient
was first tested for COVID-
19 at a private laboratory
after he developed fever fol-
lowing his arrival in
Vadodara in a flight.

Chennai, Apr 09 (PTI): 

Union Railways Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw on Saturday reiterated
that the Centre has no policy to
privatise the national transporter
and emphasised the need for the
sector to accept the latest tech-
nology to meet the aspirations of
the passengers, especially in
terms of safety and comfort.
The technology should be indige-
nous like the contribution of
Integral Coach Factory (ICF) to
Vande Bharat Express, and take
the sector forward, he said, while
virtually inaugurating the 20th all
India conference of the Bharatiya
Railway Mazdoor Sangh (BRMS)
at Rail mandapam, Perambur,
from Delhi. Vande Bharat Express
was designed and manufactured

by ICF at Perambur under the
Centre's Make in India initiative.
"The opposition parties are
repeatedly alleging a move to
privatise the railways. I wish to
clearly state that the railways is
a big complex
organisation...there's no policy to
privatise the railways. No such
plans, whatsoever," the minister
said. What is uppermost in the
mind (of administrator) is strive
to do what is better for the rail-
ways and take it forward, he
said. "There's no affinity for pri-
vatisation of railways but tech-
nology should be imbued,"
Vaishnaw said and added Prime
Minister Narendra Modi had
already said the Central govern-
ment has no intention to priva-
tise the railways.

Kevadia (Guj), Apr 09 (PTI): 

The concept of alterna-
tive dispute resolution
(ADR) has the potential to
transform the Indian legal
landscape by providing a
platform for millions of
people to settle their griev-
ances, Chief Justice of
India NV Ramana said
here on Saturday.

With adequate coopera-
tion from all stakeholders,
ADR can emerge as a tool
of social justice in India,
he said. Speaking at the in-
augural event of a two-day
national conference on me-
diation and information
technology organised near

the Statue of Unity here,
the CJI asked courts to
take an active effort to
make negotiation and me-
diation mandatory as part
of case management.

He also said those en-
gaged in the justice deliv-
ery mechanism need to
have a thorough under-
standing of new technolo-
gies, which have the poten-
tial to simplify the process.

"The concept of ADR,
through Lok Adalats,
Gram Nyayalayas, media-
tion and arbitration cen-
tres, has the potential to
transform the legal land-
scape of India by providing
millions of people a plat-
form to settle their griev-
ances," the CJI said.

It can reduce pendency,
save judicial resources and
time, and allow litigants "a
degree of control over the
dispute resolution process
and its outcome", he said,
adding that it is "one of the
most empowering methods
of resolving disputes as
they maximise the partici-
pation of stakeholders".

Bhubaneswar, Apr 09 (PTI):

Some may call it a su-
perstition, some may see it
as a business opportunity,
the day's first pitcher of
holy water drawn from fa-
mous Marichi `Kunda'
(pond) located in the
Mukteswar Temple here,
fetched Rs 1.30 lakh, in an
auction conducted on the
eve of Lord Lingaraj's an-
nual Rukuna Ratha festi-
val here. The auction for
the holy water was held on

Friday night near the
Marichi Kunda. It is be-
lieved that bathing in the
holy water helps resolve
fertility problems among
devotees. The auction was
conducted by Bodu Nijog,
a group of servitors of
Lord Lingaraj temple.

Chennai, Apr 09 (PTI) 
Opposing voices from promi-
nent southern political par-
ties, including BJP ally
AIADMK, continued on
Saturday against Union Home
Minister Amit Shah's state-
ment on Hindi, with former
Tamil Nadu chief minister O
Panneerselvam insisting the
language cannot be foisted.
Senior Telangana Minister K T
Rama Rao said "language
chauvinism and hegemony" in
the country will boomerang,
responding to Shah's com-
ments that Hindi can be an
alternative to English.
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‘ADR has potential to
transform legal landscape’

CJI NV Ramana

Shah’s remark
opposed

BUSINESS OPPURTUNITY

One pitcher of holy
water fetches Rs 1.3 lakh

VACCINE PRICE CUT

SII, Bharat Biotech cut COVID
vaccine prices to Rs 225

For private hospitals
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The private CVCs will maintain the vaccination sites in accordance
with the guidelines issued earlier by the Union health ministry.
"They can charge up to a maximum of Rs 150 per dose as service
charge for vaccination over and above the cost of the vaccine,"
Bhushan said. "Administration of precaution dose will be homolo-
gous -- same vaccine type will be used for precaution dose which
was used for vaccination of first and second dose," he stated.
Healthcare workers (HCWs), frontline workers (FLWs) and citizens
aged 60 years and above shall continue to receive the precaution
dose at the vaccination centres, including free vaccination at the
government vaccination centres, Bhushan underlined. 

‘Pvt centres can levy up to Rs 150 as service charge’

2013 Asaram Bapu Case

Rape victim’s
father cites threat

to him, family

‘Precaution dose to be
of same Covid vaccine’

First case of Omicron sub-variant
XE detected in Gujarat 

Elderly man from
Mumbai found
infected

‘No plan to privatise railways’ VOTERS SUPREME

‘Have no powers to decide if
freebies offered are viable’
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Books distributed among
EWS students at SSV - X

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Apr 09: Books for
the academic session 2022-
23 were distributed to class
1&2 students belonging to
economically weaker sec-
tions free of cost on

Saturday. Bipin
Deshmukh, Principal and
Harish Chandra
Chhatwani, Vice -Principal
distributed the books.
Bhawna Maheshwari
played a vital role in organ-
ising the event.

Over 100 shanties destroyed in slum fire; no casualties

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Apr 09: More
than 100 shanties at a
slum in Chhawani area
were destroyed after a
massive fire broke out
there on Saturday after-
noon. There was no re-
port of any casualty as
the residents had rushed
out of the slums after
sensing threat.

Eye witnesses claimed
that about one dozen
LPG cylinders exploded
in the area due to which
the entire slum was de-
stroyed. About 1000 un-
derprivileged people
were left homeless after
this incident. Some of
the locals alleged that the
fire tenders reached the
mishap site with great

delay. Some of the politi-
cal leaders have reached
the mishap site and
arrangements of food
and shelter are being
made for the affected fam-
ilies.

According to informa-
tion, a blaze erupted
around 14:45 hrs in the
slums of Khatik Mohalla
situated near Fruit
Market in Power House

Chhawani. Most of the
residents work as labour-
ers in the nearby indus-
tries and market. Soon a
cylinder exploded after
which the fire started to
spread. Within minutes,
the entire slum was en-
gulfed in blaze.

The LPG cylinders kept
in the hutments exploded
one after another. The
hutments made of bam-

boo, plastic sheets, etc
added fuel to the fire.
Locals tried to splash
water on the hutments
but failed to control the
fire.

On information, Fire
Tenders from BSP Fire
Brigade reached the spot
around 15:30 hrs and
launched the fire fighting
operations. Later, the Fire
Tenders of District

Administration also
reached the mishap site
and assisted in fire fight-
ing.

Till then, the blaze
had destroyed all the
shanties in this slum.
The flames were
brought under control
after about two hours.
Fire personnel have
doused the flames com-
pletely and cooled down

the entire mishap site.
The cause of the fire was
not clear.

The affected families
alleged that the fire
brigade took a lot of time
in responding. The fire
tenders reached the spot
with great delay due to
which the entire slum
was destroyed. Aggrieved
people had started

marching towards the
National Highway to
stage a chakka jam but
the cops intervened and
diffused the tension.

MLA Vaishali Nagar
Vidyaratan Bhasin,
Mayor Neeraj Pal, Ram
Janmotsava Samiti Youth
Wing President Manish
Pandey and other elected
representatives reached

the site and assured the
affected families of relief
operations. District
Collector Dr Sarveshwar
Narendra Bhure, SSP
Badri Narayan Meena,
BMC Commissioner
Prakash Sarwe and other
senior officials were also
at the mishap site to su-
pervise the relief and res-
cue operations.

Man commits suicide
four months after

wife’s death
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Apr 09: Body of a
28-year-old man was found
hanging at his home in
Khursipar on Saturday.
His wife had allegedly
committed suicide in the
same house about four
months ago. According to
family members, the man
was depressed after his
wife's death.

According to informa-
tion, the deceased was
Pintu Chaudhary, who
resided near Kabir
Mandir in Khursipar.
When the neighbours
found foul smell emerging
from his house, they in-

formed Police and there-
after the cops broke the
main entrance of the
house and found Pintu
Chaudhary hanging in his
room. As the body had
started to decompose, it is
assumed that the man
committed suicide about
three days ago.

In the month of
December 2021, his wife
had committed suicide
after a petty family dis-
pute. After her death,
Pintu had sent his chil-
dren to his in-laws place.
He was very depressed
after his wife's death.
Police have lodged a case
and investigations are on.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Apr 09: Shri Ram
Janmotsav Samiti has
made elaborate arrange-
ments to celebrate Ram
Navami in a grand man-
ner for the 37th consecu-
tive year. BJP National
Secretary Sunil Deodhar
will attend this program
scheduled to be held on
April 10 at Shri Ramlila
Maidan Power House.

The patrons of the com-
mittee, former Vidhan
Sabha Speaker Prem
Prakash Pandey and Shri
Shri 1008 Baba Ram
Balakdas Ji Maharaj of
Pateshwar Dham Balod,
Durg Lok Sabha MP Vijay

Baghel and Vaishalinagar
MLA Vidyaratan Bhasin
will be present as special
guests. All the prepara-
tions have been made by
the committee at the

venue. At the same time,
routes have been fixed for
the processions originat-
ing from all the blocks to
avoid traffic congestions.

Shri Ramjanmotsava

Samiti Youth Wing
President Manish Pandey
said that after a gap of two
years, once again a grand
celebration of Shri Ram
Navami is being organ-

ized. All the necessary
preparations have been
made at the venue.

Different teams have
been formed for making
seating arrangements of
the devotees, distribution
of prasad, drinking water
arrangement, etc. At the
same time, to avoid traffic
problems, the processions
will follow the fixed
routes.

Pandey added that a
team of 200 members has
also been formed by the
committee to maintain
order at the Dharma
Sabha venue. These volun-
teers will remain active
during the entire pro-
gramme.

Elaborate arrangements made to celebrate Ram Navami
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Raipur, Apr 09: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
took to Twitter urging the
Railway Ministry to take
immediate cognizance of
the decision to cancel 10
passenger trains for one
month and ensure restora-
tion of the trains. The Chief
Minister said in his tweet
that - “There is a limit to
everything. After selling
the railway station, now 10
passenger trains have been
canceled for a month, ignor-
ing the suffering of the pub-
lic, just to earn profit.

@RailMinIndia take im-
mediate cognizance of this
anti-people decision and re-
store trains.”

It is worth mentioning
that before this, on the in-
structions of Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel,
Additional Chief Secretary
of Chhattisgarh
Government has written a
letter to Chairman and
Chief Executive Officer of
Railway Board, New Delhi

on 5th April to continue the
operation of local trains
passing through
Chhattisgarh. Drawing at-
tention of the Chairman of
the Railway Board towards
the problems being faced by
the citizens of
Chhattisgarh due to the clo-
sure of the operation of 8
local trains passing
through Chhattisgarh, he
has requested to continue
the operation of the trains.

In a letter to the
Chairman of the Railway
Board, Additional Chief
Secretary Subrat Sahoo has
written that the operation
of 10 local trains has been
stopped for one month
through an order issued by
the Principal Chief
Operations Manager,
South-East Central Railway,
Bilaspur on 31 March 2022.
Out of these, a total of 8
trains pass daily via differ-
ent rail routes in
Chhattisgarh. No alterna-
tive arrangement has been

made before the closure of
these trains.

The Additional Chief
Secretary has stated in the
letter that Chaitra Navratri
is going on and a large num-
ber of devotees from across
the country and the state
continue to visit the tem-
ples and shrines in
Chhattisgarh for ‘Devi
Darshan’. Rail route is con-
venient and one of the most
important mediums to
reach these places. In such
a situation, due to the clo-
sure of 08 such trains in the
state of Chhattisgarh, devo-
tees and common citizens
are facing huge difficulties
in reaching their destina-
tion.

He has also written in the
letter that a major chunk of
the passengers in the state
belong to the middle and
lower class, who reach their

destination every day while
traveling by the above 08
trains. Due to the closure of
local trains, a large number
of common people and stu-
dents are facing difficulties
in their everyday travel.
Stopping the operation of
trains also has an adverse
effect on the journeys made
during the summer vaca-
tions. Keeping in view the
aforementioned conditions,
the Additional Chief
Secretary has urged the
Chairman of the Railway
Board to cancel with imme-
diate effect the order issued
on March 31, 2022 by
Principal Chief Operations
Manager, South-East
Central Railway, Bilaspur. It
has also been requested to
direct the railways to re-
store the operations of
trains passing through
Chhattisgarh.

Raipur, Apr 09: After
hectic campaigning by
the senior leaders includ-
ing the Chief Minister of
neighouring Madhya
Pradesh Shivraj Singh
Chouhan as well as
Union Ministers Prahlad
Patel and Faggan Singh
Kulaste in Khairagarh,
the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) would be or-
ganizing a motor cycle
rally on April 10 in
favour of the party nomi-
nee Komal Janghel
ahead of the polling of
votes on April 12.

According to the infor-
mation received, the BJP

workers would be taking
out motor cycle rally on
Sunday morning from
Shitla Mandir premises
which would be covering
several important roads.

Meanwhile, the former
Chief Minister Dr
Raman Singh campaign
for Komal Janghel in
Chuikhadan by holding a
public meeting as the
campaigning gets into
concluding phase.

Rajya Sabha member
Ramvichar Netam too
launching scathing at-
tacking on ruling
Congress government
over key issues.

Raipur, Apr 09:
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) Kissan Morcha on
Saturday registered
protest against the state
government over alleged
deduction in the fourth in-
stallment to the farmers
under the Rajiv Nyay
Scheme.

Holding demonstration
here, the BJP Kissan
Morcha office-bearers
claimed that thirty to forty
percent deduction in the
fourth installment of the
benefits to the farmers
have been made. Kissan
Morcha Vice President
Gaurishankar Shrivas

said that the state govern-
ment should reply on the
allegations. He further

added that the Kissan
Morcha would continue to
hold demonstration

against the state govern-
ment till the farmers get
their desired amount of
benefit under the Nyay
Scheme.

Apart from raising slo-
gans against the state gov-
ernment, the agitated
Kissan Morcha members
resorted to road blockade
here. Prominent among
those present during the
demonstration were
District Vice President of
Kissan Morcha Sntosh
Sahu, District Secretary
Naresh Namdeo, Dinesh
tiwari and others, in-
forms a press release is-
sued here.

Raipur, Apr 09: Gearing
up for the next Legislative
Assembly polls in
Chhattisgarh, the Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) would
be giving party member-

ship to the people who
want to change the politics
in future.

Addressing a press con-
ference at party office here
on Saturday, the AAP Co
Convenor of Chhattisgarh
Unit Suraj Upadhayaya
and Secretary Uttam
Jaiswal said that AAP
Chhattisgarh unit in-
charge Sanjeev Jha would
be on ten-day visit to

Chhattisgarh next week
during which people from
various political and so-
cial sectors would be tak-
ing the membership of
AAP.

They further added that
newly-elected Rajya Sabha
member Dr Sandeep
Pathak too would be arriv-
ing on April 17 in
Chhattisgarh during
which a series of party

programmes would be or-
ganizing including the fe-
licitation function. Road
Show would also be organ-
ized on April 18 in
Bilaspur to welcome Dr
Sandeep Pathak who hails
from Mungeli District
close to Bilaspur. They
said that several key per-
sonalities would be joining
party in presence of cen-
tral leaders next week.

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Apr 09: Five
teams from district educa-
tion office and four teams
of development block level
conducted surprise in-
spection of sixteen private
schools today to gather in-
formation regarding the
purchase of uniforms,
books, copies used by the
children in the schools.
Surprise inspection of pri-
vate schools is also being
conducted to see whether
they are following rules
specified by the govern-
ment or not. Verification
of physical presence of
children admitted under
Right to Education Act
2009 was also done in in-
spection.

The inspection teams
saw to it whether the fee
fixed by the school is ap-
proved by the Fee
Regulatory Committee or
not and whether the fee
increase has exceeded 8
percent or not. The in-
spection teams also in-
spected arrangement of
fire extinguishers, drink-
ing water, cleanliness of
toilets, teaching rooms, at-
tendance of teachers and
children and vaccination
of children (Covid-19).

During inspection of
Navkar Public School,
Navapara, Abhanpur the
inspection team observed
that the school manage-
ment hiked fees more
than 8% as specified by
the fees committee. The
school manager and presi-
dent have been issued no-
tice in this regard.
Similarly, no document
could be provided to the
inspection team by KPS
School located at Gobra
Nawapara. Instructions
have been given them
through notice to attend
the office with all the doc-
uments. Notice is also
being issued to the nodal
officer of the concerned

government school.
Similarly, the principal

of Kanger Valley
Academy, Raipur was
served notice for setting
up shops to buy uniforms,
books and notebooks and
not providing any docu-
ments related to approval
of fee committee. The
school principal has been
instructed to be present
with all necessary docu-
ments. Radiant Way
School, Raipur could not
provide any documents
related departmental
recognition to the inspec-
tion team. The school
management was also
found to be selling books
and notebooks in the
school premises. Swami
Atmanand Vidyapeeth
Tilda was found to have
departmental recognition
from class Nursery to
VIII. The school was
found to allow admission
in KG-1 in place of
Nursery under RTE. In
Krishna Public School
Dunda Raipur, recogni-
tion certificate and other
documents were not
found to be maintained
properly. The school man-
agement and president
have been insteucted to be
present in Raipur District
Office with all documents.

Similarly, shortage of
teaching rooms and
trained teachers was
found in Chhattisgarh
Nagar Bhamashah
School. Fees were not in-
creased but the approval
of fee committee was not
obtained. The text books
provided by the govern-
ment to the school were
also not distributed to the
children. Positive initia-
tive was found in Delhi
Public School and
Radiant Way School.
Students suffering from
serious diseases or those
without parents have
been given relaxation
from 50% to 100%.

Take immediate cognizance of decision of 
cancellation of 10 passenger trains for a month

Baghel to Railway Ministry BJP protests deductions in Nyay benefits to farmers

Political and social personalities to take AAP membership next week
Party to hold 
series of meeting 
to strengthen
organization

BJP to hold motor 
cycle rally today

Surprise inspection in 16 pvt
schools, irregularities found
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Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Apr 08: Chief
Minister Mr. Bhupesh
Baghel  participated in
Jhalmalko Laya-Lyor
Gotul Racha Utsav at vil-
lage Amakra in Antagarh
block of Kanker district.
This festival was organ-
ized to preserve the local
culture, tradition, folk
songs and folk dances.
Addressing the gathering
at the festival, the Chief
Minister made several an-
nouncements for the de-
velopment of the area. The
local people welcomed the
Chief Minister in a tradi-
tional way by garlanding
him with Mahua flowers
and tying peacock feathers
on his head.

Member of Parliament
from Bastar Lok Sabha
constituency Mr. Deepak
Baij, Parliamentary
Secretary Mr. Shishupal
Sori, MLA Mr. Anoop Nag,
Advisor to Chief Minister
Mr. Rajesh Tiwari and
Member of State Planning
Commission Mrs. Kanti
Nag were also present in
the celebration.

On a stage decorated
with Sal trees in Amakra,
Chief Minister Baghel  an-
nounced the grant of dis-
trict status to Koylibeda
and Amabeda in
Jhalmalko Laya-Lyor
Gotul Racha Utsav . He
also announced the estab-
lishment of District Co-op-
erative Bank at Koylibeda.
He further announced the
construction of 10 gotuls
and 10 devgudis in the
Antagarh area for the
preservation of the local
culture.

During his address, the
Chief Minister talked
about starting postgradu-

ate classes in government
colleges of Antagarh and
Pakhanjur, Pre-Matric
Boys Hostel at Kesekodi in
Koylibeda Block and
Balak Ashram at Kadme,
Pre-Matric Hostel at
Nagarbeda, Balak Ashram
at Aamkara, Kaleparas
High School.

Along with upgradation
in Higher Secondary
School, construction of
school building and
boundary wall at a cost of
Rs 35 lakh, installation of
divider-cum-street light in
Antagarh city,He also an-
nounced the establish-
ment of a fully equipped

Adarsh Community
Health Center and con-
struction of a Vishram
Bhavan.

He proposed to form an
organization to promote
dance, art and literature in
Kanker district like
‘Badal’ established in
Bastar and also approved
to send 14 youth of
Antagarh region on a
study tour to Indonesia to
study the innovations hap-
pening in the field of agri-
culture and forest produce.

Addressing the festival,
Chief Minister Shri
Baghel said that” I have
come here on the invita-

tion of the people of
Antagarh. I thank the peo-
ple for the warm welcome.
There is a lot of curiosity
about Gotul here in the
country and the world.
Traditional knowledge
and culture are passed on
from generation to genera-
tion through this institu-
tion. Chhattisgarh govern-
ment has approved the
construction of hundreds
of gotuls in Bastar,
Narayanpur and Kanker.

This will encourage the
spread of local culture and
knowledge. He said that
the state government has
sanctioned Rs.8 crore 19
lakh for the construction
of 126 gotulas and Rs.8
crore 22 lakh for the con-
struction of 224 devgudis.
The Chief Minister said
that in order to increase
the income of the people
living in Vananchal, the
government has increased
the number of forest pro-
duce purchased on sup-
port price from 7 to 65.
Units are also being set up
for collection, value addi-
tion and processing of
minor forest produce.

Baghel participates in Jhalmalko
Laya-Lyor Gotul Racha Utsav
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Raipur, Apr 08: Chief
Minister Mr. Bhupesh
Baghel was accorded a
warm welcome on his ar-
rival at Narayanpur. Mr.
Baghel was welcomed by
the local artists of the
district with a mesmeriz-
ing dance performance
showcasing the tradition-
al tribal culture.

Chief Minister Mr.
Baghel was on a day-long

visit to Narayanpur.
Bastar MP Mr. Deepak
Baij, Chairman of
Handicraft Development
Board and MLA Mr.
Chandan Kashyap,
District Panchayat
President Mrs.
Shyambati Netam,
Municipality President
Mrs. Sunita Manjhi, Zila
Panchayat Vice
President Mr. Devnath
Usendi were present on
the occasion. The local

people’s representatives,
women organizations
and villagers, present on
the occasion, gave a
warm welcome to Chief
Minister Mr. Baghel. IG
Mr. Sundarraj P,
Collector Mr. Rituraj
R a g h u v a n s h i ,
Superintendent of Police
Mr. Sadanand Kumar,
along with other officers
and public representa-
tives of the area were
also present.

Raipur, Apr 09:
Preparations are being
made by the Chhattisgarh
State Election
Commission for the gener-
al and bye elections 2022
for the vacant posts of mu-
nicipal and three-tier pan-
chayats. In this series, the
program for preparing the
electoral roll has been re-
leased. In relation to the
process of preparation of
electoral rolls and online
software, training was
given by the officers of the
Commission through
video conferencing on
Wednesday in which em-
phasis was laid on prepa-
ration of error free voter
list. Deputy District
Election Officer,
Registration Officer,
Assistant Registration
Officer and Master
Trainers of all the dis-
tricts of the state were
present in the training.

It was told in the train-
ing that according to the
amendments made in
C h h a t t i s g a r h

Municipality Election
Rules 1994 and
Chhattisgarh Panchayat
Election Rules 1995, elec-
toral rolls have to be pre-
pared. Earlier, after the
initial publication of voter
lists, during the claim ob-
jection, applications of
whose names were not in-
cluded in the updated elec-
toral rolls of the Election
Commission of India,
their applications were
also taken for adding
names, but now applica-
tions will be taken only
from those who are eligi-
ble. In Form-A, applica-
tions will be taken from
only such eligible persons
whose name is there in the
electoral roll of the
Election Commission of
India but their name has
been missed in the initial

publication and their
name has appeared in the
wrong ward. Form A-1 has
been added after amend-
ment in the election rules.
In this, applications will
be taken from such per-
sons whose names are not
in the electoral roll of the
Election Commission of
India in the past, but their
names have been included
in the electoral roll of the
Election Commission of
India from the date of ini-
tial publication of claim
objections to the last date
of disposal of claim objec-
tions. Applications in
Form A-1 may be submit-
ted only to the
Registration Officers or
Assistant Registration
Officers. Along with the
application, documentary
evidence regarding inclu-

sion of name in the elec-
toral roll of the Election
Commission of India
such as order of the regis-
tering officer or EPIC
card will have to be sub-
mitted.

The name of the appli-
cant concerned can be en-
tered only after entering
the order key or EPIC
number in the software in
Format A-1. Before adding
the name through this for-
mat, it will be the respon-
sibility of the concerned
registering officer to en-
sure that the name of the
applicant concerned is
registered in the electoral
roll of the Election
Commission of India.
Applications for amend-
ment of entries in Form B
and deletion for various
reasons can be submitted
in Form C. During the
training, guidelines were
given regarding the neces-
sary preparation for the
electoral roll. The amend-
ment made in the provi-
sion related to the elec-
toral roll was asked to give
wide publicity.
Instructions were also
given to make the political
parties aware of the

amendment related provi-
sions and to make the gen-
eral public aware. Only
Forms A, B and C will be
taken at the polling sta-
tions by the authorized
staff. The name will be
added to the electoral roll
of the State Election
Commission only when
the applicant concerned
gets his name added to the
electoral roll of the
Election Commission of
India within the stipulat-
ed time period.
Information about the ap-
plications received daily
should also be made avail-
able to the Commission in
the prescribed formats
within the time limit.
During the claim objec-
tion process, instructions
were given to compulsori-
ly follow the guidelines is-
sued by the Central and
State Governments for
Covid-19. During the train-
ing, Deputy Secretary of
the Commission Mr.
Deepak Agarwal, Dr.
Santosh Devangan, Mrs.
Ankita Garg and Under
Secretary Mr. Alok Kumar
Srivastava, Mr. Pranay
Verma and other officers
were present.

Training,  review meeting for revision of electoral rolls held

Warm welcome accorded to Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel on his arrival at Narayanpur

RRaaiippuurr,,  AApprr  0099:: Under the
chairmanship of Ramnagar
Sahu Samaj president Kamal
Narayan Sahu a meeting was
called in connection with
Karma Jayanti celebration
and 29th mass community
marriage on May 08. The
meeting was attended by Dr
Ramji Sahu, Gopi Sahu,
Khemamlal Sahu, Mrs
Rajkumari Sahu, Daniram
Sahu, Mrs Mamta Sahu,
Rakesh Sahu and other mem-

bers of Sahu community. The
registration mass community
marriage has started.

For municipal and
three-tier panchayat
elections

DA strike gets
massive support

Raipur, Apt 09: Under the
banner of Chhattisgarh
K a r m a c h a r i - A d h i k a r i
Sangh, proposed three day
strike from April 11-13 in
support of 17% DA and HR
allowance is getting massive
support among the employ-
ees. Led by State GS O P
Sharma a team visited
Collector Office Raipur,
Treasury, MCH Raipur, Dr B
R Ambedkar Hospital, CMO
office and other offices on
April 08. They requested the
employees to apply for three
day leave for which employ-
ees gave their support. It was
informed that employees is
large number has filled will-
ingness form for three day
leave and on all the three
days will stage dhana at all
the districts. Government
Doctors Association presi-
dent Dr Gokul Sircar, Dr
Pramod Tiwari and other as-
sociations have extended
their support for this three
day strike. Karmachari-
Adhikari Sangh has cau-
tioned the employees not to
be get carried away  by ru-
mours circulating in the so-
cial media about the fulfill-
ment of their demands and
requested them to be firm on
strike.

‘Sahu Community discuss on host of issues’

Raipur, Apr 09: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
has greeted the people of
the state on the auspicious
occasion of Ram Navami.
He has wished for the hap-
piness and prosperity  for
the people of the state on
this occasion. Mr. Baghel
has said that Ram Navami,
the birthday of Maryada
Purushottam Lord Ram, is
celebrated with enthusi-
asm all over the country. It
is a matter of pride and
joy for Chhattisgarh that
Kaushalya Mata’s Dham
has been the maternal
home of ancient South
Kosal Shri Ram. Lord Ram
had  spent most of his
exile here.

Baghel has said that the
state government is devel-
oping the path through
which Lord Ram had
passed in Chhattisgarh
during the exile period,

The path is being devel-
oped into ‘Ram Van
Gaman Tourism Circuit’
which is an epitome of re-
ligious tourism. 75 places
have been identified under
the project. In the first
phase, the work of devel-
oping 9 places has been
started. First of all, the
temple of Kaushalya Mata
located in Chandkhuri is
the birthplace of Mata
Kaushalya which has been
renovated and the temple
complex has been beauti-
fied. Shivrinarayan, the
city of Mata Shabri, is also
being developed on the
same lines. The Chief
Minister said that the
country and the world
would soon be able to get
acquainted with the splen-
did and religious signifi-
cance of the places where
lord Ram laid his feet in
Chhattisgarh.

CM wishes people of
Chhattisgarh on Ram Navami

RRaaiippuurr,,  AApprr  0099:: The Indian
Institute of Technology Bhilai
began the YOGA MAHOT-
SAVAM,  a 80 day countdown
for the 8th International Yoga
Day that is to be observed on
June 21, 2022. The inaugura-
tion of this auspicious event
was done by the honorable
chief guests Prof. Rajat Moona,
Mrs. Rajni Moona, Dr. Rahul
Jain and Dr. Purnendu Das with
a lamp lighting ceremony.

The event began with the
Saraswati Vandana to instill a
sense of empathy between the
participants. This was followed
by demonstration of Surya

Namaskar, guided by the insti-
tute’s Yoga Instructor, Mr.
Vikas Taywade. 

At the end of the opening
ceremony, Dr. Purnendru Das
delivered a vote of thanks. The
event saw a great participation
of students. This fusion of
energy, strength, beauty of the
body and mind through prac-
tice will be continued as part of
the Yoga Mahotsav. The 80
days countdown will occasion a
spread of yoga as a buildup for
the International Yoga Day. IIT
Bhilai thus hopes to ignite the
“Mass Movement for Health
and Welfare” through yoga.

Opening ceremony of Int’nl Yoga Day 

BBaallccoonnaaggaarr,,  AApprr  0099:: Bharat
Aluminium Company Limited
(BALCO), India’s iconic alumini-
um producer, has developed an
Extended Reality (XR) experi-
ence zone to augment safety
training for its employees and
partners. The zone makes use of
Virtual Reality, Augmented
Reality and Mixed Reality tech-
nologies to enable simulation-
based training, thus ensuring an
immersive, engaging and safe
learning experience for the
workforce. BALCO has already
gone live with the Work at
Height safety training for its
employees, and will subsequent-
ly deploy other modules like
Confined Space, Using PPEs,
Forklift Driving, Pedestrian
Safety, Use of Fire Fighting
Equipment, etc. 

Speaking on the importance
of safety, Abhijit Pati, CEO and
Director, BALCO, said, “BALCO is
striving to create the safest
workplace in line with its philos-
ophy of ‘Zero Harm’, through
empowerment of each employee
to stop any unsafe activity at
site. Each member of the BALCO
family is committed to con-

tribute towards enhancing safe-
ty at workplace by adhering to
cardinal rules of Industrial
Safety, Occupational Health and
Environment Management. I am
certain that our combined
efforts will result in nurturing a
safety-first culture. Utilizing
technology to enhance safety
culture at workplace follows our
two-pronged approach towards
meeting our safety goals and
leveraging digital technologies.”
In order to ensure best-in-class
safety standards, BALCO has
partnered with DuPont
Sustainability Solutions to
implement their industry-leading
safety management solutions at
site. Recently the company won
National Safety Awards (Mines)
for the years 2017, 2018 and
2019.

BALCO deploys Extended
Reality technologies 

Raipur, Apr 09: Central
Bank of India, SRM,
Deputy General Manager,

Mrs Poppy Sharma
promoted as General
Manager and posted as
Zonal Head,
Chandigarh.

AGMs Sunil Nayak
and BJ Rao, Chief
Managers, Branch
Heads and large num-
ber of staff from vari-

ous branches were present
during her farewell func-
tion.

Poppy Sharma promoted
as GM, Central Bank RRaaiippuurr,,  AApprr  0099:: CAIT  National

Vice President Amar Parwani,
Chairman Mangelal Maloo,
Amar Gidwani, State President,
Jitendra Doshi,  States Working
President Vikram Singh Deo,
Parmanand Jain, Vashu
Makhija, State General
Secretary Suriender Singh,
State Working General
Secretary Bharat Jain, State
Treasurer Ajay Agrawal and
state media incharge Sanjay
Choubey informed the
Confederation of All India

Traders (CAIT) and Indian
Footwear Association (IFA) on
Thursday urged Union Finance
Minister Mrs. Nirmala
Sitharaman to keep GST tax
rate on footwear at 5% below
the cost of Rs.1000 and above
Rs. 1000 @ 12% as it was appli-
cable till  December 31st, 2021.
On the other hand both CAIT
and IFA also urged Union
Commerce Minister, Piyush
Goyal to make BIS standards
applicable only on footwear
costing above Rs.1000. The

CAIT and IAF argued that near-
ly 85% of the population of the
country consume footwear
costing less than Rs.1000 and
therefore any increase in GST
tax rate will directly fall on
consumers and since 90% pro-
duction of footwear is done
largely by small and poor peo-
ple or cobbler in home made
industry or cottage industry and
maximum usage is by low and
medium income group hence it is
impossible to apply BIS standards
on larger part of the footwear

manufacturing in India. Beside
Finance Minister Mrs. Nirmala
Sitharaman, the CAIT & IAF have
sent representations to all State
Finance Ministers to keep 5%
GST tax slab on footwear and a
representation has also been
sent to Commerce Minister,
Piyush Goyal to amend the BIS
standards and make them appli-
cable on footwear costing above
Rs.1000. Both these steps will
empower Atamnirbhar Bharat &
Make in India call of PM,
Narendra Modi.

CAIT urge 5% GST on footwear & amendments in BIS Standards on Footwear

RRaaiippuurr,,  AApprr  0099::  hief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel will inaugurate
various works under the Ram Van
Gaman tourism circuit on April 10
at Shivrinarayanon , a famous
pilgrimage site in Janjgir-
Champa district, , He will also
give awards to the Manas con-
gregations who will bag the  first
three places in the closing cere-
mony of the state level Manas
singing competition. The pro-
gram will be presided over by the
Home Minister Tamradhwaj
Sahu. Member of Parliament Shri
Guharam Ajgale, Chairman of
Gau Seva Commission, Rajeshree
Mahant Dr. Ramsundar Das,
Chairman of Shakambhari Board
Ramkumar Patel, MLA Indu
Banjare, Chairman of
Chhattisgarh Tourism Board Atal
Shrivastava, Vice President
Chitrarekha Sahu, as special

guests will also be present on
this occasion.

Chief Minister Baghel will
inaugurate various facilities
developed at Shivrinarayan at a
cost of Rs.6 crore under Ram
Gaman tourism circuit. These
include up gradation and beauti-
fication of the temple complex of
Shivrinarayan, lamp pillar,
Ramayana Interpretation Center
and Tourist Information Center,
grand entrance on the temple
route, development and beautifi-
cation of river ghat, construction
of the statue of Lord Ram-
Lakshman and Shabri Mata in the
ghat. Similarly, the Ghat includes
construction of View Point Kiosk,
Landscaping Works, Boundary
Wall, Modular Shop, Spacious
Parking Area and Public Toilet.

Baghel will give prize money
of Rs. 5 lakh to the Manas con-

gregations securing first posi-
tion, Rs. 3 lakh for second place
and Rs. 2 lakh for third place in
state level singing competition of
Manas. It is noteworthy that in
this competition being organized
in Shivrinarayan, about 350
artists have participated from
selected Manas circles of 25 dis-
tricts.District Panchayat
President Janjgir-Champa Yanita
Yashwant Chandra, Vice
President Raghvendra Singh,
President of Nagar Panchayat
Shivrinarayan Anjani Tiwari and
President Janpad Panchayat
Nawagarh Preeti Devi Singh will
be present in the program.

Bhajan Samrat Anup Jalota
and Jasgeet Samrat Dilip
Shadangi will shower the audi-
ence with beautiful performanc-
es Cultural programs will also be
organized at the conclusion of

the state level Manas singing
competition and the inauguration
of various works of Ram Van
Gaman tourism circuit.
According to the information
received from the Culture
Department, on April 10, from 12
noon to 2.30 pm, the state level
Manas singing competition will
be presented by the Jasgeet
Samrat Shri Dilip Shadangi from
3 pm onwards. At 6 pm, there will
be a perfomance by the winning
group in the state level Manas
singing competition.Maha Aarti
will be organized at Baba Ghat
from 6.30 pm to 7.30 pm. At 7.30
pm there will be a dance drama
based on the Ram-Shabri episode
by the convocation group
Khairagarh and at 8 pm there will
be a performance of Bhajan
Samrat Padmashree Anoop
Jalota.

Baghel to inaugurate various facilities developed under Ram Van
Gaman tourism circuit in Shivrinarayan today
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G o u r e l l a - P e n d r a -
Marwahi, Apr 09: In order
to increase the area of irri-
gation in Pendra /
Marwahi assembly con-
stituency, former Chief
Minister Late Ajit Jogi had
established the Water
Resources Division
Marwahi office 21 years
ago during his tenure as
Chief Minister.

Due to which the area
under irrigation increased
from 4 percent to 32 per-
cent, but the present gov-
ernment has issued an
order to shift this office
from here and adjust it to
Bodhghat project, due to
which there is resentment
among the residents of the
area. JCC(J) has also sub-
mitted a memorandum in
the name of the Chief
Minister to the Collector in
protest against this.

It has been said in the
memorandum that the
livelihood of the people of
this extremely backward
tribal dominated district is
mainly based on agricul-
tural activities.

The geographical struc-
ture of this district is most-
ly hilly from where more
than 7 rivers have their ori-
gin. Water Resources
Division Marwahi is con-
ducting other construction
works including reservoir,
anicut in the river channels

of the district.
At present, many con-

struction works are going
on for irrigation work and
many works are included
in the budget for approval.
Some works are also pro-
posed after being surveyed,
in such a situation, if the
Marwahi Irrigation
Division is sent elsewhere,
the plans for development,
agriculture and irrigation
will be affected.

Kolbira medium irriga-
tion project of the district
to be built on Son River is
proposed in the budget, in
such a situation, shifting

the Marwahi Water
Resources Division else-
where will be blocking the
development of the area.

A public agitation has
been warned demanding
that the office of Water
Resources Division
Marwahi be kept un-
changed for increasing the
area of irrigation.

Chief among those who
submitted the memoran-
dum were State Vice
President Ramniwas
Tiwari, Rural District
President Ramshankar
Rai, City District President
Ashok Nagaich, Senior

Leader Omprakash
Jaiswal, MLA
Representative Ganesh
Jaiswal and Nirman
Jaiswal, Block President
Vinay Choubey Marwahi
and others.Resent transfer
of Irrigation Division
Office to Bodhghat
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Health workers to go on a three-day group holiday 
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Arang, Apr 09: On the
call of Chhattisgarh State
Health Employees Union
and Employees Officer
United Front
Chhattisgarh, the health
staff is going on a three-
day group holiday on 11, 12
and 13 April seeking fulfill-
ment of the 28-point main
demands related to the
order of pay and the four-
level promoted pay scale.

The departmental pro-
posal is pending at the gov-
ernment level by remov-
ing the salary discrepancy
of 23 cadres of the health
department along with the
supply of house rent al-
lowance on the basis of
7th pay scale and 17 per-
cent dearness allowance
and regularization of ir-
regular employees as
promised in the Congress
manifesto.

Salik Naurange, Block
President of State Health
Employees Union Arang,
said that for the last 12
years, our organization
has been continuously
bringing its pending de-
mands to the attention of
the government-adminis-
tration, but till date no de-
mand has been fulfilled.

On 07 March, dharna
demonstrations were held
at the district level, on 21
March at the divisional
level and on 30 March at
the provincial level. In the

fourth phase, the staff will
go on a group holiday on
11, 12 and 13, to justify
their demands.

On this occasion, Block
Medical Officer Dr. K.S.
Roy, Dr. T.L. Todar, Dr. M.L.
Bhuvarya, Dr. Anamika
Kurre, Dr. Dipanjali
Devangan, Dr. Rahul Raj,
BEE Mahesh
Chandrakar, NMA
Poonam Yadav, Shiv
Sahu, BAM Sinha, BDM
Ved Devangan,
Accounted Anamika
Tiwari, MLT Arvind

Chandrakar, Bedram
Chaturvedi, Mukesh Sahu,
Tikam Sahu, Lekhpal,
Kiran Nishad, Chitrakant
Sahu, GP Patel, Sudharam
Kanwar, Reena Roy, B.C.
Kishan Surja, CHO
Mukesh Tandon, Eye
Assistant Officer Naresh

Sahu, Pharmacist Bhavna
Kannauje, Abhishek
Sharma, STS Tara Sahu,
Staff Nurse Manjula
Sinha, Meena Kariyare,
Geetanjali Sahu, Swapna
Nand, Susmita Mashih,
Yashoda Kurre, Santoshi
Sahu, Kumudni Sahu,
Narina Bagh, Mukta
Toppo, DEO, Pooja
Kunjam, Mahesh Hirwani,
Bhuneshwar Khandelwal,
Dental Assistant Takesh
Sen, RHC Ashwan Yukti
Tandon, Kovid Verifier
Pawan Naurange,
Vaccinator Aruna Kosle,
Driver Kamal
Chandrakar, Class IV
Santosh Kannauje,
Jawahar Dhruv, and a
large number of employ-
ees have filled the 
leave form.

Person nabbed with 
35 qtr bottles of liquor
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Khairagarh, Apr 09:
Khairagarh Police has ar-
rested an aged person on
charges of selling illicit
liquor in Thelkadih thana
area and sent him to jail.

As per information in
this regard, it was as per
instructions from SP and
Add. SP, it was under guid-
ance of DSP Dinesh Sinha,
it was under leadership of
TI sub-inspector Satish
Puria, the Police is con-
ducted regular raids in
order to put a check on il-
licit sale of liquor.

It was on Thursday, as
per tip from an informer,
an aged person Vishnu
Yadav, S/o Late
Shatrudhan Yadav, (58)
R/o Gram Thelkadih, was
found selling illicit liquor
in his bike bearing No. CG
08 N 5509 and was going
from Ladbari to

Thelkadih.
On getting information,

Police reached the site and
nabbed the accused and
when search was conduct-
ed in his bike, a total of 35

quarter bottles of Goa spe-
cial liquor worth Rs 4200
was found and including
cost of bike worth Rs
20000, the police seized the
two and send him to jail.

Govt releases innocent tribals
booked in naxal cases 

Central Chronicle News

Konta / Sukma, Apr 09:
Some figures have come to
the fore regarding the re-
lease of innocent tribals
who have been arrested in
Naxal cases. Sukma SP
Sunil Sharma said that 110
cases of Sukma district
were pending before the
court in which 413 tribals
were imprisoned in vari-
ous jails. In this, the work
has been done very fast as
per the intention of the
government.

In this, the team of SP
Om Chandel, DSP Parul
Garg has worked by form-
ing a committee, giving
speed to it, within 9
months, a total of 146 trib-
als have been released
from jail after finding

them guilty in 40 cases.
Apart from this, only 24
cases are pending, which
will be made zero within
the next 3 months. This
pace is very fast and we
are working with great

sensitivity. It is worth not-
ing that after the Salwa
Judum was launched in
2006, hundreds of tribals
were arrested in Naxal
cases. Many of these peo-
ple were also those who

did not really work for the
Naxalite organization and
they were arrested in one
case or the other for vari-
ous reasons and remained
in jail for years. But the
present Bhupesh govern-
ment started work on this
whole episode with the an-
nouncement in its mani-
festo.

However, the decision of
all this is in the court and
only after a thorough in-
vestigation, the tribals,
who are found acquitted in
the investigation, are
being released. In the
same sequence, there are
413 tribals of Sukma dis-
trict whose decision is
being taken by the court.
Many of these have also
been decided and they
have also been released.

Two suspended BJP 
corporators join Cong fold
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Khairagarh, Apr 09:
Two BJP corporators sus-
pended from BJP joined
Congress fold in the pres-
ence of CM Bhupesh
Baghel before the public
meeting in Gram
Jhuranadi.

Last month corporator
from Chuikhadan Rakesh
Vaishnav and Suresh
Yadav of BJP were sus-
pended from the party and
on getting influenced with
the schemes and policies
of Baghel's government,
duo joined Congress fold
in presence of CM.

It is notable here that on
getting ousted from urban
body of Chuikhadan, BJP
has suspended two of its
corporators on charges of

being involved in anti-
party activities. As there

were speculations, the sus-
pended corporator duo

joined Congress fold here
on Friday.

On the call of CSHEU
and EOUF

Devbrath Singh’s death irreparable
loss to Chhattisgarh: Singh Deo

BBaazzaarr--AAttaarriiaa,,  AApprr  0099:: The campaigning here in the region for the
last phase of the assembly by-elections is towards the last phase,
and both the BJP and Congress have put forward all their strength
in claiming victory in the prestigious considered seat represented
for almost three decades by late Raja Devbrath Singh.  Addressing
a general public meeting here Health Minster TS Singh Deo, said
that the Congress party works in the interest of the people and
therefore the people of the state have formed a government
reposing their faith in the party. Remembering late MLA Devbrath
Singh, praising his work and demeanor, Singh Deo said that sel-
dom had he seen Devbrath sad, and the developmental works he
had done for the region is commendable. 

Residents submit memorandum to Collector

Resent transfer of
Irrigation Division
Office to Bodhghat

Manoj Gupta,
president of the
District Congress
Committee, Gaurela
Pendra Marwahi,
said that this district
is an agricultural
area; the extinction
of the Bodhghat
project in Bilaspur,
water resources divi-
sion, is harmful for
the area. A letter has
been written to
Speaker Charan Das
Mahant and MP
Smt. Jyotsna
Mahant, demanding
to keep the Marwahi
Water Resources
Department intact.



DAMAGE

A damaged vehicle after a tree fell on it due to strong winds and rainfall, in Karad, Saturday
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BRIEF
Helpline

Noida: The Gautam
Buddh Nagar Police
continued its anti-
Romeo drive across
public places in Noida
and Greater Noida
and informed girls
and women to call the
helpline 1090 immedi-
ately in case of any
harassment, officials
said. As part of the
campaign, which
started on April 1 and
would continue till
April 15, police offi-
cials are interacting
with girls and women
at markets, shopping
malls, metro stations,
workplaces, schools
and colleges to raise
awareness.

Policy
New Delhi: Delhi is
likely to have a food
truck policy by July, a
move that is aimed at
strengthening the
night-time economy
and promoting the
food and beverages in-
dustry, official sources
said. The announce-
ment about the policy
was made in the budg-
et for the financial
year 2022-23 by Delhi
Deputy Chief
Minister Manish
Sisodia on March 26.
The government had
then said it would pro-
vide land for cloud
kitchens, redevelop
major food hubs, and
bring food truck policy.

Supplier
Gurugram: An ille-
gal weapon supplier
was arrested from a
car with four pistols
in his possession, even
as his accomplice
managed to escape,
police here said. An
FIR has been regis-
tered at Bhondsi
Police Station and an
investigation taken
up. Sumit is a resident
of Samchana village
in Rohtak district.
During vehicle check-
ing near Sohna, police
signalled a car coming
from Sohna side to
stop, but the driver did
not pay heed. One of
them fled as the car
was stopped, the other
was nabbed.

Held
Mumbai: Two per-
sons were arrested for
possession of over 1.9
kg of heroin worth Rs
5.8 crore, in suburban
Mankhurd here, po-
lice said. A team from
unit-3 of Mumbai po-
lice’s crime branch in-
tercepted a 52-year-old
woman drug peddler
at Lallubhai com-
pound in Mankhurd,
an official said. The
woman was walking
with a 67-year-old
man, and following a
search, the police
seized 1.935 kg of the
contraband concealed
in two water bottles.
The woman and her
accomplice were ar-
rested.

New Delhi, Apr 09 (PTI):

The Delhi University
(DU) has asked to the
College of Art to start the
admission process and has
informed the city govern-
ment that the college will
not be de-affiliated from
the varsity, vice-chancellor
Yogesh Singh said.

He said the issues be-
tween the 12 DU colleges
funded by city govern-
ment and the AAP dispen-
sation had arisen due to
procedural lapses, and
they are being sorted.

The office of L-G had
earlier given an in princi-
ple approval to the merger
of College of Art (CoA)
with the state-run
Ambedkar University
subject to its de-affiliation
from DU.

However, Executive

Council of the university,
which is its highest deci-
sion making body, refused
to de-affiliate the college.

“The proposal was by
the college. DU has a sys-
tem and it has not given
an NOC for de-affiliation
ever. The university’s
Executive Council has de-
cided to not give an NOC.
We have conveyed our de-

cision to the Delhi govern-
ment,” Singh told PTI in
an interview.

“We have written to
them to start the admis-
sion process. We have told
them that we are not de-af-
filiating you. We will fol-
low what the EC has decid-
ed. Students are suffering
because of the delay,” he
said. The admissions to
the fine arts college have
been delayed due to the de-
affiliation tussle.

Over the last few years,
the Delhi government has
several times locked
horns with the DU admin-
istration over the funding
of 12 DU colleges funded
by it.

The Delhi government
has in the past stalled
funding of these colleges
pending formation of gov-
erning bodies in these col-

leges, which is composed
of people nominated by
the government and ap-
proved by the varsity.

“See the problem is that
colleges got additional
posts created after getting
approval from their gov-
erning bodies. But they
did not take funding ap-
proval from the funding
agency, which is the Delhi
government in this case,”
Singh said.

He said that this had
been going on for several
years and nobody paid
heed to it but when the
funding agency saw this,
they objected to it.

“This is what I have un-
derstood so far. It was a
procedural lapse and
there was an issue of trust
deficit,” he said. So how
are things being sorted
now?

College of Art to stay with DU,
can begin admission process

Yogesh Singh

Thiruvananthapuram, Apr 09 (PTI):

Congress leader K
Muraleedharan on
Saturday took exception
to his colleague KV
Thomas’ decision to at-
tend the seminar being
held as part of the
CPI(M)’s 23rd Party
Congress and said the left
party’s state leadership is
the one that longs for the
ruin of the grand-old
party.

The MP said it was a col-
lective decision that no
Congress man should take
part in the ongoing party
congress of the CPI(M)
and the MPs from the
southern state had made a
special request in this con-
nection to party chief
Sonia Gandhi. The senior
leader also said it would-
n’t be an issue if the con-
vention was held in any
other part of the country.
The Kerala CPI(M) had a
hidden agenda to create is-
sues within the Congress
by personally inviting
some of its select leaders,

he alleged.
Asked about the al-

liance between Congress
and the Marxist party in
other parts of the country,
Muraleedharan said bar-
ring the party men from
attending the CPI(M) con-
ference does not mean
that there should not be
any such partnerships.

“This ongoing party
congress is being hosted
by the Kerala unit of the
CPI (M). They are blind in
its hatred towards the
Congress and the one who
is longing for its ruin. It is
not appropriate for any

Congressman to take part
in their event,” he told re-
porters.

He also criticised Chief
Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan, saying that he
was acting like a depen-
dant of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi now-a-
days and he was the only
person who did not utter
any word against the BJP
in his welcome speech
during the party congress.

Vijayan was afraid that
he might not get the
Centre’s approval for the
Silver Line rail corridor
project if he speaks
against the BJP, the
Congress leader further
alleged.

However, he said he was
not belittling the contribu-
tions of KV Thomas to the
party so far but a decision
of the party high com-
mand was equally applica-
ble to everyone.

Meanwhile, CPI(M) gen-
eral secretary Sitaram
Yechury told reporters in
Kannur that Thomas was
invited to the conference

as a Congress leader.
“The defence of secular-

ism, of federalism, of
democracy and protecting
India’s Constitution is of
paramount importance.
We want everybody who
stands by the Constitution
to come to its defence. We
invited everybody and it is
the Congress party’s deci-
sion what for them to do,”
he said.

Thomas on Friday re-
ceived a rousing reception
when he arrived at the in-
ternational airport in
Kannur to take part in the
seminar on “Centre-State
relations” defying the
edict of the party high
command.

The Congress leader
had said he would take
part in the seminar but
would not quit the party
and remain as a
Congressman till his last
breath.

Besides Thomas,
Pinarayi Vijayan and his
Tamil Nadu counterpart
M K Stalin are also partic-
ipating in the seminar.

‘CPI(M) longs for Congress’s ruin, Thomas’ decision wrong’

K Muraleedharan

Patna, April 09 (PTI):

Bihar Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar on Saturday
expressed surprise over
the defeat of many NDA
candidates in the recent bi-
ennial election to the state
legislative council and as-
serted that the result,
which caused the NDA’s
tally in the upper house to
fall, was not a cause of
worry for the ruling al-
liance.

He asserted that this will
have no bearing upon the
assembly by-election next
week in Bochahan where
he was confident of the
BJP nominee’s victory.

The council election was
not one in which candi-
dates are chosen directly
by the people. Nonetheless,
I was surprised to see
many candidates who
seemed so confident of
winning getting defeated ,
Kumar told reporters.
Election was held in 24
seats of the 75-strong leg-

islative council and NDA
won 13, more than half the
total number. BJP bagged
seven seats while the chief
minister’s JD(U) won five.
Rashtriya Lok Janshakti
Party of Union Minister
Pashupati Kumar Paras
also clinched one seat.
However, the NDA held al-
together 20 of these seats

previously though the
JD(U) was not with the
BJP-led alliance when the
election was last held in
2015, a fact which Kumar
himself pointed out. BJP
had done well when we
were in a different alliance.
So these things do happen ,
said Kumar referring to
the previous biennial polls
which his party had con-
tested in alliance with the
RJD. BJP had then won12
seats, while the JD(U) had
bagged eight. RJD, which
could then win only two
seats, has this time bagged
thrice the number.

The JD(U) leader reaf-
firmed that he will go to
Bochahan on Sunday to
campaign for the NDA can-
didate. The by-election has
become a prestige issue for
BJP, which seeks to prove a
point after having got the
scalp of expelled minister
Mukesh Sahani whose
Vikassheel Insaan Party
had won the assembly seat
in 2020.

Nitish surprised over legislative
council poll outcome

Bihar CM Nitish Kumar at-
tends function on birth an-
niversary of emperor
Ashok in Patna on
Saturday.

Aizawl, Apr 09 (PTI):

The Mizoram govern-
ment has started issuing
identity cards to
Myanmarese refugees
who have taken shelter in
the northeastern state fol-
lowing the military
takeover of the neighbour-
ing country in February
last year, a Home
Department official said
on Saturday.

The identity cards,
which will be valid only in
Mizoram, will facilitate
speedy and easier identifi-
cation of the refugees, be-
sides preventing them
from enrolling in the
state’s voters’ list, he said.

Besides showing basic
information about the
refugee concerned, the

identity card mentions
that the holder is taking
shelter in Mizoram on hu-
manitarian grounds, the
official said.

A total of 29,532
Myanmarese refugees
have fled their homes and
sought shelter in all the 11
districts of Mizoram since
the military takeover, as
per official data accessed
by PTI.

Most of the refugees are
from Myanmar’s Chin
state and share ethnic ties
with Mizos. A majority of
them live in refugee
camps, while others reside
with their relatives or in
rented houses.

The district administra-
tions have been tasked
with issuing the identity
cards.

Mizoram starts issuing identity
cards to Myanmarese refugees

Provide court Docs in readable format
to visually impaired litigants: HC

New Delhi, Apr 09 (PTI):

The Delhi High Court has
directed the Delhi govern-
ment to make necessary
arrangements to provide
court documents to visually
impaired litigants in Braille
script.

Dealing with a plea of an-
ticipatory bail filed by a vi-
sually impaired rape ac-

cused, Justice Anoop
Kumar Mendiratta said the
right to access to justice in-
cludes the right to receive
documents in a language
and means of communica-
tion preferred by the parties
involved.

He directed that the ac-
cused as well as the pros-
ecutrix, both of them visu-
ally impaired, be provided

court records in Braille
script. The judge noted that
the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities Act, 2016 casts a
positive duty on the govern-
ment to ensure that all pub-
lic documents are in acces-
sible formats and to provide
necessary facilities and
equipment to facilitate
recording of testimonies,
arguments or opinion given
by persons with disabilities
in their preferred language
and means of communica-
tion. In the present case, the
court noted, both the peti-
tioner, who is the accused in
the rape case, and the pros-
ecutrix sought the effective
enforcement of their rights
and are “entitled to be well
versed with the proceedings
of the litigation”.
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LIFT-OFF

SpaceX Falcon 9 rocket lifts off from launch complex 39A carrying the Crew Dragon
spacecraft on a commercial mission at Kennedy Space Center in Cape Canaveral,
Florida, US. 

BRIEF
Convicted

New York: A former
Goldman Sachs banker
was convicted of
bribery and other cor-
ruption charges accus-
ing him of participat-
ing in a 4.5 billion
scheme to ransack the
Malaysian state invest-
ment fund known as
1MDB. A jury reached
the verdict at the US
trial of Roger Ng in fed-
eral court in Brooklyn.
Jurors had heard near-
ly two months of evi-
dence about tens of
millions of dollars in
bribes and kickbacks
allegedly orchestrated
by Malaysian financier
and socialite Low 
Taek Jho.

Gets
Athens: Greece has
received a 3.6 billion
euro (USD3.9 billion)
payment out of its al-
lotted 30.5 billion from
the European Union’s
pandemic recovery
fund. The announce-
ment was made by
Valdis Dombrovskis,
the European
Commission’s execu-
tive vice president,
via video link with
Greek Prime Minister
Kyriakos Mitsotakis.
The European recov-
ery and resilience
fund provides vital re-
lief for Greece, which
had barely emerged
from a deep, decade-
long financial crisis.

Hopes
Berlin: The head of for-
mer German Chancellor
Angela Merkel’s centre-
right party said he was
hopeful of winning a
key state election next
month despite a flap
over some party mem-
bers’ response to last
year’s devastating flood.
The Christian
Democratic Union is in
opposition at the federal
level, but currently
leads a coalition govern-
ment in Germany’s
most populous state,
North Rhine-
Westphalia, where an
election is due on May
15. Recent polls indicate
a close race.

Seeks
Washington: The
Federal Aviation
Administration in US
said that it it seeking
the largest fines yet for
passengers who dis-
rupt flights after two
incidents that occurred
on airliners last sum-
mer. The FAA said it pro-
posed a civil penalty of
81,950 against a passen-
ger who struck a flight
attendant on the head,
tried to open a cabin
door and headbutted,
spit at and tried to kick
crew members and pas-
sengers even after she
was placed in flexible
handcuffs last July.

Washington, Apr 09 (PTI):

The US would prefer
India to “move away” from
its long-term history of
non-alignment G77 part-
nership with Russia, the
Biden administration has
told lawmakers, observing
that there is a great oppor-
tunity to ramp up defence
trade between the two
countries that are moving
forward on many achieve-
ments critical to the pros-
perity and security of the
Indo-Pacific region.

Deputy Secretary of
State Wendy Sherman told
members of the powerful
House Foreign Affairs
Committee during a
Congressional hearing
early this week that
America shares a very
critical relationship with
India. “They are the

largest democracy in the
world. We have a strong
defence relationship with
them. They are part of the
Quad, with Australia and
Japan, and we are moving
forward on many achieve-
ments that are critical to
Indo-Pacific prosperity
and security, she said.

“We, obviously, would
prefer that India move
away from their long-term

history of non-alignment
G77 partnership with
Russia, Sherman said in
response to a question
from Congressman Tim
Burchett. The US has told
Indian officials that it will
be very hard for them now
to get spare parts or to get
them replaced from Russia
because of the sanctions,
she said. They have in-
creased their defence rela-
tionship with us, and de-
fence sales, and co-produc-
tion efforts. And I think
this is a great opportunity

for that to surge in the
years ahead, she said. US
officials have expressed
concern over India’s pur-
chase of the S-400 missile
systems by Russia. In
October 2018, India signed
a USD 5 billion deal with
Russia to buy five units of
the S-400 Triumf air de-
fence missile systems to
ramp up its air defence, de-
spite a warning from the
then Trump administra-
tion that going ahead with
the contract may invite US
sanctions.

‘Would prefer India to move
away from NAM, Russia’

Wendy Sherman

Washington: Continuing with her tirade and accus-
ing it of pursuing anti-Muslim policy, Democratic
Congresswoman Ilhan Omar has asked why has been
Biden Administration so reluctant to criticize the
Modi government on issue of human rights.

Why so reluctant to criticize Modi: Ilhan Omar

Kyiv, Apr 09 (AP):

Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy said
he wants a tough global re-
sponse to Russia after its
forces fired a missile at a
crowded train station,
killing at least 52 people.

Zelenskyy’s voice rose
in anger during his night-
ly address, when he said
the strike on the
Kramatorsk train station,
where 4,000 people were
trying to flee a looming
Russian offensive in the
east, amounted to another
war crime. Russia denied
it was responsible for the
strike. Among those killed
were children, and dozens
of people were severely in-
jured. Photos taken after
the attack showed corpses
covered with tarpaulins,
and the remnants of a
rocket painted with the
words For the children” in

Russian. The Russian
phrasing seemed to sug-
gest the missile was sent to
avenge the loss or subjuga-
tion of children, although
its exact meaning re-
mained unclear.

The strike seemed to
shock world leaders.

There are almost no
words for it, European
Union Commission
President Ursula von der
Leyen told reporters dur-
ing a visit to Ukraine. The

cynical behavior (by
Russia) has almost no
benchmark anymore.

The attack came as
workers elsewhere in the
country unearthed bodies
from a mass grave in
Bucha, a town near Kyiv,
where graphic evidence of
dozens of killings
emerged following the
withdrawal of Russian
forces. Like the massacres
in Bucha, like many other
Russian war crimes, the
missile attack on
Kramatorsk should be one
of the charges at the tribu-
nal that must be held,
Zelenskyy said.

He said efforts would be
taken to establish every
minute of who did what,
who gave what orders,
where the missile came
from, who transported it,
who gave the command
and how this strike was
agreed to.

Ukraine seeks tough reply after missile attack

Volodymyr Zelenskyy

Beijing, Apr 09 (AP):

A series of deaths at a
hospital for elderly pa-
tients in Shanghai is un-
derscoring the dangerous
consequences of China’s
stubborn pursuit of a
zero-COVID approach
amid an escalating out-
break in the city of 26 mil-
lion people.

Multiple patients have
died at the Shanghai
Donghai Elderly Care
hospital, relatives of pa-
tients told The Associated
Press. They say their
loved ones weren’t prop-
erly cared for after care-
takers who came into con-
tact with the virus were
taken away to be quaran-
tined, in adherence to the
strict pandemic regula-
tions, depleting the hospi-

tal of staff.
Family members have

taken to social media to
plea for help and answers
and are demanding to see
surveillance video from
inside the facility after
getting little to no infor-
mation from the hospital.

The conditions and
deaths at the hospital are
a sharp rebuke against
China’s strategy of stick-
ing to a zero-COVID poli-
cy as it deals with the out-
break in Shanghai in
which most of the infect-
ed people don’t have
symptoms. With a focus
on forcing positive cases
and close contacts into
designated collective
quarantine facilities, the
costs of zero-COVID may
be outweighing the risk of
getting sick.

Shanghai hospital pays price
for China’s COVID response

United Nations, Apr 09 (PTI):

With new coronavirus
variants emerging every
four months on average,
UN Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres has
cautioned that the
COVID-19 pandemic is
far from over as large
outbreaks are spreading
in Asia.

Guterres also called for
governments and phar-
ma companies to work to-
gether to deliver vaccines
to every person, every-
where. In a video mes-
sage One World
Protected - Break COVID
Now to the GAVI COVAX
Advance Market

Commitment Summit
2022, Guterres said that
the gathering is a critical
reminder that the
“COVID-19 pandemic is
far from over.”

We’re seeing 1.5 mil-
lion new cases each day.
Large outbreaks are
spreading in Asia. A new
wave is sweeping across
Europe, he said, adding
that some countries are
reporting their highest
death rates since the
start of the pandemic.

‘COVID-19 pandemic far from
over, large outbreaks in Asia’

Antonio Guterres

Supply of COVID-19
vaccines is not issue

Tokyo, Apr 09 (AP):

Japan and the
Philippines agreed
Saturday to start talks to-
ward a possible defence
agreement that would
allow closer cooperation
between their militaries
amid regional tensions
with China and Russia’s
invasion of Ukraine.

Japanese Foreign
Minister Yoshimasa
Hayashi and Defence
Minister Nobuo Kishi and
their Philippine counter-
parts, Teodoro Locsin and
Delfin Lorenzana, in their
first so-called 2+2 security
meeting agreed to begin
formal discussions about
a possible reciprocal ac-
cess agreement a defence
pact that would allow
their troops to visit each
other’s countries for train-
ing and to exchange de-
fence equipment to in-

crease interoperability
and cooperation.

Japan and the
Philippines, both US al-
lies, have in recent years
stepped up joint exercises
and defence cooperation.
In 2020, Tokyo and Manila
agreed on the export of

Japanese air radar sys-
tems to the Philippine mil-
itary.

On Saturday, the four
ministers strongly op-
posed actions that may in-
crease tensions in the East
and South China seas and
affirmed their commit-

ment to a rules-based ap-
proach to resolving com-
peting claims under inter-
national law. They also
said Russia’s aggression
in Ukraine affects not only
Europe but also Asia
under the international
order, which does not ac-
cept any unilateral change
to internationally recog-
nized borders by force.

Though it was implicit
that China was their main
concern, they carefully
avoided identifying that
country by name. We
agreed that it’s timely to
look into the possibility of
further expanding our de-
fence cooperation and ac-
tivities” and to explore
ways to conduct capacity
and capability building ac-
tivity to address issues of
mutual concern,
Lorenzana told a joint
news conference after the
talks.

Japan, Philippines seek pact for defence cooperation

Philippine Foreign Secretary Teodoro Locsin (L) and
Japanese Foreign Minister Yoshimasa Hayashi in Tokyo,
Japan on Saturday.

Brazil’s Lula taps former rival
as his pick for running mate

Sao Paulo, Apr 09 (AP):

Former Brazilian
President Luiz Inacio Lula
da Silva said that he has
chosen a past rival to be his
running mate in October’s
election. The pick appears
to be aimed at improving
the leftist’s appeal to cen-
trist voters and shoring up
his lead in early polls over
incumbent President Jair
Bolsonaro.

Da Silva held a public
meeting at a Sao Paulo hotel
with Geraldo Alckmin, a
three-term governor of Sao
Paulo state who ran against
da Silva in the 2006 presi-
dential elections. The selec-
tion of Alckmin depends
on final approval from
the executive committee
of da Silva’s leftist
Workers’ Party, which is
widely expected to ratify

the pick. The decision will
come next week. ‘No one
has more experience to be
vice president than
Alckmin,’ da Silva said at

the event that was broad-
cast live. ‘This ticket, if
confirmed, is not only to
win the elections. Maybe it
is easier to win the elec-
tions than the task we have
ahead to recover this coun-
try.’ ‘We will talk to all of
society: to business leaders
and to working-class peo-
ple,’ he added. Alckmin, 69,
is a devout Catholic who
worked as a country doctor
in his early life. The soft-
spoken politician stepped
into the spotlight in 2001
when, as deputy governor,
he inherited the Sao Paulo
governorship and used pri-
vatizations to finance state
investments.

Former Brazilian President
Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva (R)
of Workers’ Party Geraldo
Alckmin, with Brazilian
Socialist Party in Sao Paulo,
Brazil.

Lima, Apr 09 (AP):

The Inter-American
Court of Human Rights or-
dered Peru to ‘refrain’
from releasing imprisoned
former president Alberto
Fujimori despite a ruling
by the South American
country’s Constitutional
Court that he be freed.

The regional human
rights court said in a reso-
lution published on its
website that ‘the sentence
issued by the
Constitutional Court on
March 17, 2022, which re-
stores the effects of the
pardon in favor of Alberto
Fujimori, did not comply
with the certain condi-
tions.’

Special prosecutor
Carlos Reaño told The
Associated Press that offi-
cials would keep the 83-
year-old Fujimori in deten-
tion at the regional court’s
request. Fujimori is being
held in an exclusive prison
where he is the only pris-

oner.
Supporters of Fujimori

had gathered outside
prison hoping to see his re-
lease, while those opposed
to letting him out have
protested in downtown
Lima In 2009 Fujimori was
sentenced to 25 years in
prison for being the intel-
lectual author of 25 mur-
ders carried out by a clan-
destine military squad in
two massacres that oc-
curred during his term
(1990-2000). The military
killed with impunity and
with the support of his
management in the frame-
work of the fight against
the Shining Path terrorist
group.

One of the massacres oc-
curred in an area called
Barrios Altos - where 15
neighbors were killed dur-
ing a party, including a
child - and the other in La
Cantuta, a university that
trains school teachers, in
which nine students and a
professor died. In addition

to the 25-year sentence, the
former president is con-
victed in three other cor-
ruption cases for which he
owes $13.6 million. On
Christmas Eve in 2017,
then-president Pablo
Kuczynski granted
Fujimori a humanitarian
pardon in exchange for
support for his weak gov-
ernment from lawmakers
close to the former presi-
dent.

But the country’s
Supreme Court over-
turned it in 2018 and or-
dered the ex-strongman re-
turned to prison to serve
out his sentence for human
rights abuses.

The Constitutional
Court’s mid-March deci-
sion restored the humani-
tarian pardon, but fearing
he could be released the re-
gional human rights court
on March 30 requested that
Peru not release Fujimori
until it could examine the
case. It heard from victims’
families and representa-

tives of the Peruvian state,
before issuing resolution,
which cannot be appealed.

Fujimori, who governed
from 1990 to 2000, remains
a polarizing figure in the
Andean country. Some
Peruvians laud him for de-
feating the Maoist Shining
Path guerrilla movement,
while others loathe him for
human rights violations
carried out under his gov-
ernment.

A former mathematics
professor, Fujimori was a
political outsider when he
emerged from obscurity to
win Peru’s 1990 presiden-
tial election over writer
Mario Vargas Llosa.

Peru was being ravaged
by runaway inflation and
guerrilla violence when he
took office. He quickly re-
built the economy with
mass privatizations of
state industries. Defeating
the fanatical Shining Path
rebels took longer but his
fight won him broad-based
support.

Court orders Peru not to release jailed ex-president
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Difference
There is vast difference

between the Trump and Biden
administrations or, to be pre-
cise, their way of functioning.
Under the previous Donald
Trump regime in the USA, the
UNO arranged peace pacts
with North Korea, signed the
Serbia- Kosovo peace deal,
UAE, Bahrain, Sudan, Morocco
normalized relationship with
Israel. But after the assump-
tion of power by Joe Biden,
the Taliban occupied
Afghanistan, terrorists are
using US weapons left in
Afghanistan against India and
finally, it has failed to resolve
the Ukraine-Russia crisis. The
NATO has become toothless.
Meanwhile Pakistan Prime
Minister Imran Khan has a
nagging habit of finding vari-
ous means to humiliate him-
self and his pauper nation.
The world laughed when he
visited Russian in the midst of
the ongoing crisis, but was
greeted by a junior Minister of
Russia at the airport. Poverty-
stricken Pakistan is at a des-
perate stage as we often find
its Prime Minister Imran Khan
going to China and some
Islamic countries with an
empty bowl in his hands.

JJuulliiee,,  vviiaa  eemmaaiill

Demoralising
It is demoralising that

Daleep Singh used his visit to
India to issue 'a warning'.
Trying to intimidate India by
citing a Russia-China nexus
and some tensions along the
India-China border, appears
childish. However, we should
weigh the consequences, if
any, and urgently explore
ways to accept the Russian
offer of cheaper crude in the
interests of our people who
are reeling under the highest
ever fuel prices in the country.
This is an existential need.
Even some of the European
Union nations, America's
allies are importing crude
from Russia. While India
stands for an immediate
ceasefire in Ukraine, it cannot
yield to America's pressure
tactics. More than that, he
raises the spectre of 'Chinese
incursions' in an 'attempt' to
make India mend its ways.
The hubristic supremacism of
the US is unmistakable.

MMaannggaall,,  vviiaa  eemmaaiill

Unfair
Global oil prices are sky-

rocketing. India is also a
developing nation that has
tremendous energy require-
ments but has to import more
than 80 percent of its crude.
Therefore, it is wholly unfair
that the US and its allies are
trying to bulldoze it and dis-
courage it from buying dis-
counted Russian oil through
competitive sourcing.
Considering that the devel-
oped nations have reneged on
their promises made in the
Paris Accord to help poorer
nations with economic and
technological cooperation to
help them change to alterna-
tive clean energy, there is lit-
tle option but to be pragmatic.

NNaalliinnii,,  vviiaa  eemmaaiill

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

WHAT THEY TWEET!

KKhhaalliidd@@KKhhaalliiddBBaaiigg8855

What binds that passion-
ate student of Communism
in a JNU & that young boy
in South Kashmir who
looks upto Miltancy, is this
firm belief that the World
is an unjust place, and they
are the one's who will res-
cue it, 'at any cost'!  This
explains the zero remorse

towards 'other'.

BBhhaarraattii@@BBhhaarraattii0099
Here's what I'm seeing about d v
elderly. Not able to own their aging
bodies n minds. No help w gentle
transition. Kids are caregivers but
collapse when they work long
hours. External caregivers resis-
ted. We need to talk aging just as
we talk adolescence.

EEmmiissssaarryy@@EEmmiissssaarryyCCoo
Telugus have vastly penetrated the
high earning IT industry, have amaz-
ing food, & now with are publishing
wildly popular pan-Indian media.
Definitely becoming one of the most
prominent Indian regions and com-
munities these next few decades!
Other regions will indeed Telugufy!

CChhiirraagg@@
cchhiirraaggbbaarrjjaattyyaaaa

I enjoy chai bun mask,
misal pav, dosa, and jalebi
once in a while now
because I have managed to
keep my body fat low while
enjoying these things with
family. How did i do that? I
went on a strict regime first
for 9 months. I understood
the control first & then I

added them back.

IIFFSSPPaarrvveeeenn@@PPaarrvveeeennKKaasswwaann
The road blockade. Some show off on road.

HHeeaalltthhiiss@@ssuujjaakkrraaoo
TN order 7.5 pc of seats for students
of government schools and AP gov-
ernment's order to ban private prac-
tice by government doctors are high-
ly praiseworthy, revolutionary and go
for making health and education
accessible to the poor and underpriv-
ileged. Brilliant initiatives.

O fficially, India is still a developing country and vari-
ous organisations in India seek funds from other

countries for carrying out operations. India gets far higher
amount of foreign money for commercial investment com-
pared to non-profit activities and identifying intent is
needed. Upholding the constitutional validity of the
Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Amendment Act, 2020,
which regulates how Non-Governmental Organisations
(NGOs), companies and individuals receive and use for-
eign contributions, the Supreme Court said the citizens
cannot have an absolute or even a vested right to receive
such donations as free and uncontrolled flow of such con-
tribution has the potential of impacting the sovereignty
and integrity of the nation, besides undermining its con-
stitutional morality. However, the Bench has watered down
the condition that Aadhaar numbers should be given for
FCRA clearance and maintained that applicants should be
allowed to produce Indian passports when foreign nation-
als are allowed to do so. The judgment further said
Parliament was competent to make such a law concerning
activities related to foreign donations and more particular-
ly about its acceptance in prescribed manner and utilisa-
tion for the purposes defined in the certificate or permis-
sion granted by the competent authority. Legal experts
point out that FCRA still does not requires declaration as
foreign agent. It is important that law is able to identify in-
tent of foreign contributors. Interference is completely dif-
ference from charity. The money can be used for unlawful
purposes. In US, NGOs often function as declared foreign
agents. The Foreign Agents Registration Act (FARA) was
enacted in 1938. FARA requires certain agents of foreign
principals who are engaged in political activities or other
activities specified under the statute to make periodic pub-
lic disclosure of their relationship with the foreign princi-
pal, as well as activities, receipts and disbursements in
support of those activities. In India, former Prime
Minister Indira Gandhi introduced the FCRA in 1976. In
1984, the law was amended to regulate flow of funds to non-
profits more closely.

They were now required to register before receiving any
foreign donations. They could also not pass on that money
to other non-profits who weren't registered. These modifi-
cations were made because of the government's percep-
tion that some of these organisations were being used by
foreign players to channelise funds to political parties. The
UPA government made it much tougher in 2010. The FCRA
was passed by Indira Gandhi at the peak of Emergency.
Her purpose was first to make sure that rival political par-
ties could not receive money from overseas. It rested on the
theory of the 'foreign hand'. Gandhi was paranoid that peo-
ple like politician George Fernandes were well linked to in-
ternational socialists, including Willy Brandt, German
leaders and European socialists. The original law also
sought to block foreign contributions to editors, correspon-
dents, columnists, printers, publishers and most impor-
tantly, cartoonists. What's also interesting to note is that in
2014, the Delhi High Court found political parties guilty of
receiving foreign contributions. In 2018, the government
amended it further to do away with the scope for scrutiny
of political parties' funding since 1976, which equally pro-
vided relief to both the BJP and the Congress. FCRA says
that an organisation engaging in definite cultural, eco-
nomic, educational, religious, or social activities can ac-
cept foreign contributions, only after it obtains a certifi-
cate of registration from the central government. Each
non-profit is also assigned an FCRA registration number.
In 2015-16, there were 23,802 FCRA-registered non-profits
in India. Almost all the work done by non-profits in India
falls in one of the five categories listed above. However, cer-
tain areas have not been listed, such as health, sports, or
science. It is unclear whether FCRA applies to non-profits
working in these and other unlisted areas.

Intent of foreign money

I ndia and US will hold ministerial 2+2 talks on April 11,
according to official statements from the country's ex-

ternal affairs ministry and the US state department. The
India-US talks will also discuss about international order.
During his visit to India, Japanese Prime Minister Fumio
Kishida had said the Russian invasion of Ukraine is a very
serious matter that has shaken the roots of international
order and asserted that attempts to alter the status quo by
using force in any region should never be tolerated. Russian
Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov visited India and had said
Russia is interested in having a world order that is 'bal-
anced' and 'sustainable', and appreciates that India hasn't
taken a one-sided position on the Ukraine crisis.
International or world order is based on lawful conduct by
countries. Will the West remain committed to the rules-
based international order when it is no longer the one mak-
ing the rules? That will be one of the most intriguing ques-
tions of the next two decades. US broke the law by invading
Iraq and Afghanistan. Russia broke the law by attacking
Ukraine. China broke the law by occupying Tibet. And yet,
in the coming decades, the biggest global threat will not be
China the rule-breaker, but China the rule-maker. China's
growing influence over international norms, standards,
and conventions is a game changer.

For centuries, Western powers have taken it for granted
that they are the world's norm-setters through the
'Washington Consensus,' the 'Brussels effect,' and other
channels. A term coined in 1989 by the economist John
Williamson, the Washington Consensus now broadly refers
to market-based economic policies and a limited role for the
state. For decades, this Western liberal approach under-
pinned the work of the International Monetary Fund, the
World Bank, and the World Trade Organization. The
Brussels effect is a newer coinage, popularized by legal
scholar Anu Bradford to describe the global impact of the
European Union's regulatory policies. Over the last decade,
however, the free-market Washington Consensus has been
challenged by a 'Beijing consensus' of managed globaliza-
tion, industrial policy, and state capitalism, while the
Brussels effect has run up against a potential 'Beijing effect':
China's export of technology standards through its 'Digital
Silk Road.' Moreover, many global rule-setting bodies that
once underpinned European and American predominance
now have Chinese leaders. India will have to counter
Chinese role to set the international order.

International order
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A farmer ploughs a field using a pair of bullocks to soften the soil where a young crop of maize is cultivated, on the out-
skirts of Bangaluru in Karnataka.

S ubba Rao, previously RBI
Governor, has stirred a

hornet's nest by calling the IAS elit-
ist, self-serving, perpetuating a set
of bureaucrats who are out of
touch with reality and wallow in
their privileges and social status
and have lost their courage of con-
viction to stand up for what is right.
As if this is not enough, he believes
that the numbers who are corrupt
is no longer miniscule. He also does
not believe that the politicians can
be faulted for the intellectual and
moral decline of the IAS. 'No politi-
cal system, no matter how venal,
can corrupt bureaucracy'. While all
this is common knowledge, what
stands out is his call to bureaucra-
cy to be' meritocracy', as 'there is
general complacency that every-
one will get promoted by efflux of
time, the corrupt and incompetent
will not be weeded out, and there is
no pressure to perform and deliver
results'.

This is surprising as the six prin-
ciples of Weberian concept of
bureaucracy rested on specializa-
tion, formalized rules, hierarchical
stream, well trained employees
and impartial management. While
the German sociologist admired
the rational legal model of bureau-
cracy, underpinned by rules, he
also underlined its potential for red
tape, and restricting employees to
come up with innovation.  Robert
Merton went one step further and

highlighted inefficiencies of
bureaucracy and observed that
instead of serving as means to an
end,' 'rules become ends in and of
themselves.' This has the potential
to cause dysfunctions, harming the
institutions. 

Samuel Huntington, who wrote
the controversial book 'Clash of
Civilization' observes that highly
institutional political systems have
bureaucracies with high degree of
autonomy. His student, Francis
Fukuyama, who wrote the iconic
book 'End of History' (1992) after
the fall of the Berlin wall and disin-
tegration of USSR to highlight how
liberal democracy has ended all
ideological in paper titled 'What is
Governance' (2013) writes that
'the quality of governance is a
function of interaction of capacity
and autonomy.' Fukuyama brings
out the relationship between the
two variables and has identified
how different countries have
mixed up capacity and autonomy.
Countries like Germany and
Singapore show very high levels of
bureaucratic capability and high
degree of autonomy as well.  India,
on the hand, Fukuyama notes 'is
famous both for high level of cor-
ruption and clientelism   and hav-
ing excessive rules and bureau-
cratic red tape.' He believes that
India clearly needs much greater
state capacity across the board, a
point underscored by Subba Rao. 

The central concern is lack of
adequate capacity and profession-
al heft amongst the civil services,
be it the IAS, IPS, Revenue
Services and the Audit services.
When India became independent
Nehru relied largely on the tech-
nocrats for steering major pro-
grams like atomic energy (Bhaba),
Space (Sarabhai).  PC Mahalnobis
was picked up for planning India's
rapid industrialization The Second
plan (1956-61) was the cocktail of
good statistics and potent politics.

The slew of IITs & IIMs which were
set up fostered this process of
technocratic excellence and global
connect. Bhabha headed the
International Atomic Energy
Commission in Vienna, PC
Mahalnobis's name was proposed
by US and seconded by USSR to
head the World Statistical
Organization and Sarabhai had a
chair in Soviet Space program.
This was the high noon of India's
position in the field of science and
statistics.  Nehru had once sardon-
ically observed: One technocrat is
as good as four bureaucrats. Being
a student of science, he loved
numbers, heavy industry and tech-
nology. He inked India's foreign
policy and gave autonomy to insti-
tution builders.

This was not the case with his
successors. Shastri depended
heavily on LK Jha, a bureaucrat
and Indira Gandhi on PN Hasker,
and Bajpayee on Brajesh Mishra.
Most distressingly Indira Gandhi
wanted a committed bureaucracy
'wedded to powers that be rather
than rule of law'. The excesses
committed during emergency
have been documented by the
Saha Commission. It said: 'Even
the cream of the talent in the
country in the administrative field
often collapses at the slightest
pressure. The overall picture is
that the civil servants felt that
they had to show loyalty to the
party in power in order to advance
their careers.' This was not only
true of civil servants but also of
supreme court judges during the
emergency. When SP Shukla was
illegally detained and his wife
prayed for habeas corpus, four
judges agreed with the govern-
ment that the right to life does not
exist during emergency. The lone
dissenting voice was of Justice HR
Khanna, who was superseded to
the post of CJI. The famous jurist
Granville Austin wrote: All the

judges hung together, lest they
will be hung. Subba Rao has allud-
ed to the self-serving nature of
bureaucracy. As shown above, it
can overpower judiciary also
though it is constitutionally pro-
tected to act independently as a
check and balance.

The Administrative Reforms
Commission had observed that
there is need for every IAS officer
to specialize in one area of expert-
ise after 12 years of service. While
the civil services attract some of
the best talents after a real gruel-
ing competitive examination, most
of them do not do specialize and
do a PhD from a reputed universi-
ty. While privatization is the toast
of the town, we are gradually grav-
itating to collaborative model of
governance where industry, local
communities and government are
partners. In the complicated areas
of contract finalization & adminis-
tration, global financial systems
and social sector delivery, there is
a need to up the professional
antennae. The Mandalization of
the Civil Services in the 90s with
26 percent reservation for some
sections has also affected the
quality of intake. The tendency of
present government to bring back
the specter of committed bureau-
cracy is also affecting efficiency
and impartiality, two vital compo-
nents of Weberian bureaucratic
construct. Fukuyama observed
that the impact of variables like
autonomy and capacity on gover-
nance are very difficult to be
quantitatively assessed But the
salience of meritocracy is overar-
ching and not limited to the IAS.
Subba Rao has made the right
noises but should have fleshed the
larger challenges with greater
dexterity and depth.

((PPrrooff  SSNN  MMiissrraa  tteeaacchheess
EEccoonnoommiiccss  aanndd  CCoonnssttiittuuttiioonn  LLaaww

aatt  KKIIIITT,,  BBhhuubbaanneesswwaarr..))

Capacity, autonomy, venality being 
larger challenges of civil services

VViinnoodd@@vvkkjjhhaa6622
Armed with knowledge, strength of
judgment & moral contours to keep
you vibrant, bid you adieu. Schools
open your mind to world of possibili-
ties. Now strive to open your minds
to other vistas. To make an end is
also spur to make a beginning.
Always err in direction of kindness.

PLOUGHING OF FIELD

SN MISRA



Mumbai, Apr 09: 
Shakti Pumps (India) Limited,
India's leading manufacturer of
energy-efficient pumps and
motors has been granted its
maiden patent for Innovating ‘A
Unidirectional Solar Water Pump
with Grid-tied Power Generation’
system making it a proud
moment in the company’s histo-
ry. As per the provisions of the
Patents Act, 1970, the patent
holds a validity of 20 years from
the date of filing of the patent.
With its first patent, Shakti
Pumps has yet again displayed
its commitment to innovate and
develop highly efficient products
to meet India’s irrigation and
pumping requirements. The
unique innovation of this solar-
powered unidirectional water
pump offers grid-tied power
generation capabilities. The uni-
directional solar pumps’ inven-
tionensures efficient perform-
ance by utilizing the solar panels
to help feed extra power to grid. 
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BRIEF

Support
Chennai: The incuba-
tion cell at the Indian
Institute of
Technology, Madras,
Software Technology
Parks of India (STPI),
and AIC STPINEXT
have come together to
develop an eco system
to identify and sup-
port financial technol-
ogy start-ups in the
country. The AIC STPI
NEXT manages the
FinBlue Financial
Technology Centre of
Excellence in
Chennai. Through
this collaboration
FinBlue, STPI's finan-
cial technology incu-
bator and IIT-M incu-
bation cell would joint-
ly incubate start-ups
at different stages, de-
veloping solutions in
financial technology.

Operate
Mumbai: Jawaharlal
Nehru Port Authority
(JNPA) said it is col-
laborating with the
National Highways
Authority of India to
operate its Jalna dry
port in the Maratha
region as a multi-
modal logistics park.
JNPA operates the
country's premier con-
tainer port Jawaharlal
Nehru Port. It already
has a similar arrange-
ment with NHAI for
its Wardha dry port,
its Chairman Sanjay
Sethi said. These are
part of various proj-
ects being undertaken
by JNPA under the
central government's
flagship Sagarmala
initiative.

Forays
Mumbai: Coffee ex-
porter Allana Group
announced its foray
into the domestic mar-
ket and said it will set
up a coffee unit in
Karnataka at an in-
vestment of Rs 40
crore. The group,
which has been ex-
porting the green
bean since 1987, is
planning to introduce
international grade
coffees to Indian con-
sumers, the company
said. The company
also aims to meet the
rising demand in the
brewed beverage busi-
ness, it added. It will
set up a state of the art
roast and ground cof-
fee unit in Karnataka
at an investment of Rs
40 crore and distribute
in all major cities of
India. Further, it also
plans to invest in
roaster and instant
coffee machines and
cater to industrial cus-
tomers and cafes. The
company ships an av-
erage of 25,000 tonnes
of green coffee beans
per annum from an
advanced facility hav-
ing the capacity to
cure 30,000 tonnes.

Packaging
New Delhi:
Switzerland-based asep-
tic carton packaging so-
lutions provider SIG
said it is considering a
strategic investment in
a new plant in India.
The move will enhance
SIG's operations in the
country, which is its one
of its fastest growing
markets, the company
said without sharing
any details about the in-
vestment. "After open-
ing our second plant in
China and starting con-
struction of a plant in
Mexico for the north
American market,
India is our first priori-
ty for the next invest-
ment in a new packag-
ing plant. The decision-
making process is still
ongoing, but we are
very confident that we
will be able to start
building a plant in
India in the near fu-
ture," Samuel Sigrist,
Global CEO of SIG
Group, said.

New Delhi, Apr 09 (PTI):

Sebi has clarified that
shareholders' omnibus ap-
proval for related party
transactions given in an
annual general meeting
will be valid up to the date
of the next such meeting
for a period not exceeding
15 months.

In case of omnibus ap-
provals for material relat-
ed party transactions
(RPTs), obtained from
shareholders in general
meetings other than
AGMs, the validity of such
omnibus approvals will
not exceed one year, Sebi
said.

The move is aimed at fa-
cilitating listed entities to
align their processes to
conduct annual general
meetings (AGMs) and ob-
tain omnibus sharehold-
ers' nod for material RPTs.

This comes after the
Securities and Exchange

Board of India (Sebi) re-
ceived representations
seeking clarity on the peri-
od of validity of the om-
nibus approval where the
transactions are material
and shareholders' approval
is also required.

Sebi's LODR (Listing
Obligations and
Disclosure Requirements)
rule specifies that omnibus
approval granted by the
audit committee will be
valid for a period not ex-
ceeding one year and will
require fresh approvals
after expiry of one year
and as per the Companies
Act, the time gap between
two AGMs cannot be more
than 15 months.

Last month too, the regu-

lator had provided clarity
on the applicability of new
norms for RPTs and said
that companies need not
seek fresh approval from
shareholders in case such
deals were cleared prior to
April 1. The watchdog is-
sued a circular on RPT
norms amid calls from var-
ious quarters, including
industry bodies, to post-
pone the implementation
of the new framework,
which is to come into effect
from April 1.

"For an RPT that has
been approved by the audit
committee and sharehold-
ers prior to April 1, 2022,
there shall be no require-
ment to seek fresh ap-
proval from the sharehold-

ers," Sebi had said.
"An RPT that has been

approved by the audit com-
mittee and shareholders
prior to April 1, 2022, there
shall be no requirement to
seek fresh approval from
the shareholders," it had
added. Sebi also directed
stock exchanges to put in
place by June 1 standard
operating procedures for
the resolution of all dis-
putes pertaining to in-
vestor services and their
entitlements.

The bourses have been
asked to come out with
SOPs (Standard Operating
Procedures) for resolving
disputes related to or ema-
nating from investor serv-
ices such as
transfer/transmission of
shares, demat/remat,
issue of duplicate shares,
transposition of holders,
and investor entitlements
like corporate benefits, div-
idend, bonus shares, rights
entitlements, credit of se-
curities in public issue, in-
terest /coupon payments
on securities.

Sebi clarifies on validity
period of omnibus approval

For related party
transactions

Mumbai, Apr 09: 
There is a practice of predict-
ing the future in Indian astrol-
ogy. More than one hundred
and fifty astrological sciences
are prevalent in our country,
and almost every lore claims
to tell the exact future.
Numerology is also an impor-
tant branch of astrology. Just
as the influence of planets in
the horoscope affects every
person's life, in the same way,
in numerology, each number is
related to the planets, based
on which information about all
the situations of an individ-
ual's life is obtained. The
importance of numerology has
been proved especially by
Kiro. He has made many such
predictions based on marks
that proved to be accurate. At
present, thousands of youth
are writing new success sto-
ries by choosing the right
career through numerology,
and this mode is becoming
increasingly popular in every
age group. 
According to renowned JP
Tolani, who has been serving
in many countries, including
India, if you get a career
according to your interest, you
climb the stairs of success
even with minimal effort. 

Right career option
with Numerology 

Mumbai, Apr 09 (PTI):

Insurance Regulatory
and Development
Authority of India (Irdai)
is likely to urge the gov-
ernment to remove the Rs
100 crore entry cap for set-
ting up an insurance com-
pany in the country, its
Chairman Debasish
Panda said.

The lower entry barrier
will facilitate the entry of
more niche players in the
space, he added.

"As per statute, there is
an entry cap where you
have to invest Rs 100 crore
to start an insurance busi-
ness in India. After recent
deliberations, we are of
the firm view that now we
should allow multiple
players and differentiated
kinds of players such as
standalone micro insur-
ers, niche players, and re-
gional players to enter into
the insurance space. This
Rs 100 crore may be a bar-
rier rather than a facilita-
tor.

"So, we propose to re-
quest the government to
amend the Act and remove
this so-called minimum re-

quirement and leave it to
the regulator to decide
what will be the entry-
level requirement," Panda
told reporters.

He said the idea behind
removing the entry cap is
to open the sector's door
for small micro players,
which will help in increas-
ing the insurance penetra-
tion level.

Panda and other senior
Irdai members met vari-
ous stakeholders of the in-
surance industry in
Mumbai.

He said the insurance
regulator is revisiting the
current investment norms
and will very quickly ra-
tionalise them.

Irdai to urge removing entry cap
for setting up insurance biz

Debasish Panda

New Delhi, Apr 09 (PTI):

India's sugar exports are
expected to cross 80 lakh
tonnes in the ongoing 2021-
22 marketing year ending
September, surpassing the
previous year's level, Food
Secretary Sudhanshu
Pandey said.

During the 2020-21 mar-
keting year, the country
exported a record 72.3 lakh
tonnes of sweetener. The
maximum shipments
were undertaken with the
help of a government sub-
sidy. The sugar marketing
year runs from October to
September. Sugar exports
this year are being under-
taken without the govern-
ment subsidy. "We are
doing good on the sugar
export front. We will go
past 80 lakh tonnes this
year, crossing even the pre-

vious year's level," Pandey
told reporters. As per the
data maintained by the
trade body All India Sugar
Trade Association
(AISTA), sugar mills have
exported a total of 58.10
lakh tonnes of sugar from
October 2021 to April 7 this
year. Of this, 49.60 lakh
tonnes of sugar shipments
have been exported by
sugar mills and merchant
exporters directly, and 8.50
lakh tonnes of sugar has
been delivered to Indian
refineries for refining and
export which is consid-
ered as deemed export, it
said.

India’s sugar exports may
cross 80 lakh tons

Mumbai, Apr 09:  

Kalyan Jewellers, one of
India’s most trusted and
leading jewellery brands,
has announced the special
Summer Bonanza Offer
for its patrons across the
country. This season, as
most of India celebrates
their regional New Years,
customers will be able to
get maximum value on
their jewellery purchases,
across categories – from
gold to diamond to uncut
and precious stone jew-
ellery.

The new offer allows pa-
trons to register instant
savings on gold rate. The
customers will also be
able to avail flat 25% off
on making charges across
all design categories in
gold, diamond and pre-
cious stone jewellery. In
addition to these two

mega offers, 300 lucky
winners from this shop-
ping season will be gifted
a Special Edition gold
coin from Kalyan
Jewellers.

Talking about the offers,
. Ramesh Kalyanaraman,
Executive Director,
Kalyan Jewellers said,
“With the regional New
Years as well as the wed-
ding season set to start, we
are sure that our patrons
will appreciate this newly
announced Summer
Special Bonanza. We un-
derstand the emotion and
sentiment of our discern-
ing customers linked with
their festivals and jew-
ellery, which is why, we
strive to be a part of their
celebrations by providing
them with exciting offers,
best-in-class jewellery and
an unmatched retail expe-
rience.”

Kalyan Jewellers announces
Summer Special Bonanza

New Delhi, Apr 09 (PTI):

The Delhi High Court
has dismissed an applica-
tion by Red Bull seeking to
injunct Pepsi from using
tagline "Stimulates Mind.
Energizes Body." for its en-
ergy drink Sting.

The court said plaintiff
Red Bull has failed to es-
tablish a prima facie case
in its favour and balance of
convenience is also in
favour of defendant
Pepsico India Holdings
Pvt Ltd for not granting in-
terim injunction as the
products of the defendants
have been selling in the
market with this tagline
for almost five years.

Red Bull sought interim
injunction against
Pepsico, restraining it
from using the tagline
"Stimulates Mind.

Energizes Body.", which is
claimed to be deceptively
similar to the plaintiff's
registered trademark/
tagline "Vitalizes Body
And Mind".

"Both the taglines used
by the plaintiff and the de-
fendants are descriptive
and laudatory in nature.
Whether the tagline of the
plaintiff has acquired dis-
tinctiveness or secondary
meaning in respect of the
plaintiff's products can
only be established at the
stage of trial," Justice
Amit Bansal said.

Red Bull’s plea to injunct Pepsi
from using tagline dismissed

Shakti Pumps R&D
prowess granted
maiden Patent 

New Delhi, Apr 09: 

Success Gyan, India’s
leading platform for per-
sonal & professional devel-
opment, celebrated its ex-
ceptional 10-year journey
of nurturing India’s train-
ing and coaching industry,
with the Change Makers
Summit 2022 on April 2.
The three-hour live sum-
mit witnessed 11 world-
class trainers like Blair
Singer sharing life lessons
and their own untold sto-
ries. Five premier initia-
tives of Success Gyan, in-
cluding the Life Mastery
Program, were also
launched during the an-
niversary celebration
event.

Sharing the vision be-
hind and ahead for
Success Gyan, Surendran
J, its Founder and CEO
shared, "I started Success
Gyan in 2012 with the

simple aim of bringing
Brian Tracy to India for a
seminar for my friends
and family. Today, we
have touched over a mil-
lion lives with our 2000 of-
fline and online events
with some of the world's
best trainers. We now
have a big mission of tak-
ing this life-transforming
world-class education to
every household in the
country. We want to im-
pact 100 million lives and
make India the training

capital of the world."
Over the last 10 years, the
platform has contributed
greatly to people's devel-
opment in all domains
like personal develop-
ment, business accelera-
tion, career upgradation
and financial manage-
ment. It has hosted some
of the world’s best speak-
ers like Nick Vujicic,
Anthony Robbins, Robert
Kiyosaki, T Harv Eker,
and Brian Tracy both
physically and virtually.

Success Gyan celebrates 10
years of transforming India 

New Delhi, Apr 09: 

Realme, India’s fastest
growing technology brand,
today introduced its latest,
cutting-edge smartphones -
realme GT 2 Pro, its most
premium flagship ever and
realme 9, the 108MP
ProLight Camera Power
Performer. The brand also
unveiled new fascinating
products under its TechLife
Ecosystem offerings -
realme Buds Air 3, realme
Book Prime, and realme
Smart TV Stick.

Commenting on the occa-
sion of the launch,
MrMadhavSheth, CEO,
realme India, VP, realme
and President, realme
International Business
Group said “Our goal is to
provide consumers with a
variety of innovative tech-
nology products to empow-
er them in their everyday
lives. With the GT series as
the flagbearer, we ap-

proached 2022 with big, new
objectives to expand
realme's footprint in the
customized, premium cate-
gory. The overwhelming re-
sponse from users for our
launched GT series prod-
ucts has given us the confi-
dence to invest in ground-
breaking new technologies
in the premium market,
raising the bar on user ex-
perience. To genuinely en-
thrall the audience, we be-
lieve in advancements
across all categories. As a
result, realme 9, the newest

member of the 9 series fam-
ily, offers a segment-lead-
ing, powerful camera and is
one of the first smart-
phones in the world to in-
clude the coveted Samsung
ISOCELL HM6 Image
Sensor, as well as sophisti-
cated technology features to
meet the needs of our
users. ”

“In addition, as part of
our '1+5+T' strategy, we are
very excited to announce
that we are expanding our
Techlife ecosystem offering
with the launch of realme
Buds Air 3, realme Book
Prime, and realme Smart
TV Stick. With these new
product additions, we've re-
iterated our commitment to
building high-performing
tech lifestyles.In the upcom-
ing months, we will contin-
ue to bring new products to
expand our existing offer-
ings and will also enter
some new categories.” said,
Mr. MadhavSheth.

Realme launches its most 
premium-flagship ever, GT 2 Pro

New Delhi, Apr 09: 

Thanks to the collabo-
ration with several food
safety and public health
authorities in Europe,
Ferrero acquired new
data showing a genotype
match between reported
salmonella cases in
Europe and our plant in
Arlon, Belgium.

Within the framework
of our analysis plan, the
presence of salmonella
was detected on the 15th
of December. After a
deep investigation the
point of origin was iden-
tified to be a filter at the

outlet of two raw materi-
al tanks. Materials and
finished products were
blocked and not released.
The matter is currently
being investigated to-
gether with food safety
authorities in relevant
countries.

Following the issue,
Ferrero took actions, in-
cluding the removal of
the filter, and significant-
ly increased the already
high level of controls on
semi-finished and fin-
ished products. All other
Kinder and Ferrero prod-
ucts are not impacted by
this recall.

Ferrero provides update on
recall of selected Kinder batches

New Delhi, Apr 09 (PTI):

IBBI has notified amendments
to voluntary liquidation process
regulations wherein timelines,
including for distribution of pro-
ceeds from realisation, have
been reduced in order to ensure
faster exit for firms. The
amended regulations have come
into effect from April 5. The
Insolvency and Bankruptcy
Board of India (IBBI) is a key
institution in implementing the
Insolvency and Bankruptcy
Code (IBC).
According to an official release,
it has been noticed that there
has been a substantial delay in
the completion of voluntary liq-

uidation process. To curtail such
delay and ensure faster exit for
firms, the amended regulations
have modified timelines for
some stipulated activities
undertaken during the voluntary
liquidation process. One of the
changes is that the liquidator
should distribute the proceeds
from realisation within 30 days
from the receipt of the amount
to the stakeholders. Earlier, the
timeline was 6 months.

IBBI reduces timelines for activities
under voluntary liquidation process

New Delhi, Apr 09 (PTI):

Reserve Bank of India
Deputy Governor T Rabi
Sankar has said that a nu-
anced and calibrated ap-
proach is essential for
launch of India's maiden
digital currency as it would
have various implications
for the economy and mone-
tary policy. RBI is planning
to come out with a central
bank backed digital curren-
cy using blockchain technol-
ogy in 2022-23. "Given the
large number of uncertain-
ties in terms of which
model works, which design

works well in terms of its
impact on the banking sys-
tem, on data privacy on
monetary policy, I think al-
most all central banks and
we are no exception will
probably go in for a very
careful and calibrated nu-

anced manner," he said at an
event organised by ICRIER.

The essential learning
does not come from global
experience but basically
comes from your own expe-
rience, he said. Observing
that one of the principles for
introduction of any tech-
nologies, especially for a
central bank, is that it
should "do no harm", he
said, "I think central banks
would go about it in a very
calibrated, graduated man-
ner, assessing impact all
along the line and then mak-
ing those connections with
what is most demanded."

Nuanced, calibrated approach
essential for launch of CBDC

Assam exports 
jackfruit and green

chilli to Dubai
Dhubri, Apr 09 (PTI):
Assam has started export of
jackfruit and green chilli to
Dubai from here, officials said
on Saturday. The consignment
was flagged off by Dhubri
Deputy Commissioner
Anbamuthan MP from
Bilasipara town for the
Lokapriyo Gopinath Bordoloi
Airport from where it will leave
for Mumbai for its onward
journey to Dubai on Saturday.
The consignment comprised
1.5 tonne of tender jackfruit
and 0.5 tonne of green chilli
and this will be distributed by
the Lulu Group International
through its chain of more than
200 supermarkets and hyper-
markets across the Gulf coun-
tries. The whole process was
coordinated by Agricultural
and Processed Food Products
Export Development Authority
(APEDA) and they gave all the
required technical support for
the purpose, Anbamuthan said.



Get ready to witness some interesting
nok-jhok and extra doses of laughter
on &TV shows this week. About

&TV’s Baal Shiv track, ShivyaPathania
shares, “Nandi (Danish Akhtar) narrates
the story of Mahadev (Siddharth Arora) and
Devi Parvati's (ShivyaPathania) separation
to Baal Shiv. He narrates how Ravan con-
structed the palace and then demanded it as
his Dakshina. Then how Bhringi causes dis-
cord between Devi Parvati and Mahadev,
forcing Mahadev to leave Kailash. When
Baal Shiv hears this, he assures Devi
Parvati that he will get Mahadev to her.
Meanwhile, in the absence of
MahasatiAnusuya (MouliGanguly), Devi
Parvati teaches children to paint and asks
Baal Shiv to draw a picture of the person he
loves the most. He ends up drawing
MahasatiAnusuya, which disappoints Devi
Parvati. Baal Shiv goes to Parvati's house
and cooks food for her, and for the first time,
he eats without his mother.
MahasatiAnusuya refuses to eat anything
while waiting for Baal Shiv to return. It will
be interesting to see how she reacts when
she finds out Baal Shiv has food without
her?”. About &TV's Aur Bhai Kya Chal Raha
Hai? track, Shanti Mishra shares,
“Everyone in the area is having a good time
playing carom inside the adda that Bittu

(AnnuAwasthy) and his gang have set up.
Mirza (Pawan Singh) and Mishra (Ambrish
Bobby), on the other hand, must continuous-
ly seek permission from their wives for
everything, and everyone mocks them for
being ruled by their wives. Disappointed,
Mirza and Mishra try hard to obtain
permission from their wives but fail
miserably. However, after repeated
requests from Mirza and Mishra,
both of their wives agree on one
condition: they can only play for
one hour.

In the meantime, Shanti
(Farhana Fatema) has a night-
mare about their husbands being
spoilt, drinking, and eve-teasing
her, which scares her. She imme-
diately shares her dream with
Sakina (Akansha Sharma).
Bittu and the crew plan to
watch a three-hour film and
invite Mirza and Mishra.
They now seek Bittu and
Pappu's assistance in per-
suading their wives, who
agree to let them watch a
movie but catch them red-
handed. What will Mirza
and Mishra do now to win
their wife’s trust?”.

Meera to play a
lead role in ‘Gur

Se Meetha Ishq’

Star Bharat has al-
ways sought out
proven methods to

entertain and engage its
viewers through its con-
tent. The public has been
anticipating the premiere
of the channel's new up-
coming offering, 'Gur Se
Meetha Ishq,' since the
program's promotional
debut, and if we talk about
the star cast, the crowd's
favoured actress Meera
Deosthale will join the
show after Pandemic.
After a long layoff, she is
returning to television
again. She is the Mira
Parallel Lead in this pro-
gramme, as far as we
know.

Meera Deosthale finally
conveys about her strong
character in 'Gur Se
Meetha Ishq' after retain-
ing her patience during
Pandemic: "I have gone
through a lot of mixed
emotions in the last two
year when I wanted to re-

turn to work. Those were
challenging times, but I'm
grateful for my upcoming
show now. My character is
very distinct and firmer
than the others I've
played.”

When asked about
Meera Deosthale and
Pankhuri Awasthi playing
parallel leads in the show,
she said, “To be honest, I
was initially hesitant and I
will not lie about it.
However, from day one, the
makers kept everything
transparent about the
show for all of us, which is
very important for an
actor especially when it
comes to two actresses
sharing the screen.

Coming to the character,
Pankhuri and my role are
very different like land
and sky. As the name of
the show clearly suggests,
it is a beautiful love story.
It is about two different
girls Pankhuri Awasthi
and how my character
fights against all odds to
achieve their dreams. My
character is very different
from other daily serial
characters. Also, I can con-
firm that it will be the first
time for a girl to play such
a character on Indian tele-
vision."

Stay tuned to witness
Mira Deosthale in a
unique character only on
Star Bharat!

Yami Gautam: 
I get my 

adrenaline rush
from doing
something

different
Actress Yami

Gautam, who has
been creating waves

with her performances in
films such as 'Dasvi' and 'A

Thursday', says she has at-
tempted something very
different and as an actor

she gets her adrenaline
rush from doing that.

Talking about the
same Yami shares, "I had
a lot of fun playing a
Haryanvi cop in the film
('Dasvi') and I'm ecstatic
about the initial response
to my performance. My
family, my team, and
some friends, who are al-
ways honest about their
opinions with me
watched it a few days ago
and I'm glad they strong-
ly connected to my char-
acter throughout the
film.

"Now, I'm excited to
hear what the audi-
ences have to say about
it. I've attempted some-
thing very different
and as an actor, I get
my adrenaline rush
from doing that.".

Yami has an excit-
ing slate ahead with

'OMG 2', 'Dhoom Dham',
and few more unan-

nounced projects.

Ram Charan to
play a dual role in
Shankar’s movie

'RRR' actor Ram Charan will
next be seen in South India's
most popular director

Shankar Shanmugham's upcoming
movie. It is reported that Ram

Charan will appear in a dual role
in the movie, which will portray
the actor in two different roles.

Amidst all speculation and
hype around Ram Charan's
next movie after 'RRR', he will

soon join the sets with Shankar.
The producers have scheduled a

timetable in Amritsar, that will have Ram
Charan participate in the filming of an im-
portant sequence.

Ram Charan will play a dual role, one of
which is an officer's role, while his other
role will depict him as a student.

'RC15' is the working title of this upcom-
ing bilingual political drama. The story is
written by 'Petta' fame Karthik Subbaraj,
while it is produced by Dil Raju and
Sirish under Sri Venkateswara Creations.

Kiara Advani will be seen opposite Ram
Charan in the movie, while S Thaman will
compose the music.

ACROSS
1. Frozen raindrops
6. Biblical "you"
10. Munitions
14. Winter coat
15. Acquire by labor
16. Ocean liner
17. Available to anyone
19. "Mona ____"
20. ____ Moines
21. Of sound mind

22. First game
24. Military cafeteria
25. Ogles
26. Hardly ever
29. Brews
32. Notions
33. Oscar, e.g.
34. Waiter's reward
37. Church group
38. Locale
39. Skin opening
40. Compass pt.

41. Fathers
42. Contributor
43. Jupiter, e.g.
45. Skill
46. Fall bloom
48. Stringed toy (hyph.)
49. Radio noise
51. Shade
52. Certain poem
55. Agreement
56. Unsettled
59. She (Fr.)
60. Banana skin
61. Brother's daughter
62. At no time, poetically
63. Kernel
64. Cook's wear

DOWN
1. Potato
2. Country road
3. Messes up
4. Supplement
5. Loafer ornaments
6. Coastal birds
7. Own
8. Mine extract
9. Take apart
10. Slumbering
11. Diamond substitute
12. Stingy one
13. Practices boxing
18. Not hard
23. Implored
24. Vegetarian's taboo
26. Stand up

27. Fruit drinks
28. Wall socket
29. ____ sixteen
30. Browns in the sun
31. Before, to Keats
33. Farm measure
35. Steel ingredient
36. Jaunty
38. Wickedness
39. Horseback sport
41. Delhi dress
42. ____ Beach, Florida
44. Alphabet part
45. Coal measures
46. Ski resort
47. Like old bread
48. Give way
50. Mugs
51. Forest plant
52. Above
53. Art ____ ('20s movement)
54. Paradise
57. Formerly called
58. Mouth part
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You've been juggling career,
romance, and creative interests for
the past year, Aquarius. This is apt to
continue. However, you could find
yourself building a new career involv-
ing writing or speaking, perhaps in
addition to your current career.
You're also apt to develop a vigorous
interest in improving your health. 

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18
Ingenuity blossoms when you make the
effort to do a little writing, Pisces, perhaps
technical manuals or other professionally
oriented projects. This could represent a
new stage in your professional life. You're
apt to do well and attract considerable
attention from higher-ups. Don't get too
caught up in the need to revise, edit, then
revise and edit again. 

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20
Are you considering moving to a new res-
idence, redecorating, or making some
home improvements, Aries? If so, this is a
good time to do it. These types of proj-
ects promise to go well, so don't let
doubt get in your way. Explore every pos-
sibility, consider all the pros and cons,
and then if it looks like it's going to work,
go for it!

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20
You might need to make a lot of phone
calls and get through some lingering
paperwork today, Taurus. A business part-
ner or friend could be instrumental in
helping clear up some loose ends that
have been left hanging. Be sure you get
any leftover work out of the way, because
soon you'll probably be even busier. 

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

If you've been worrying about having
spent too much recently, Gemini, the
astral configuration indicates you
should be able to put those worries
behind you. There are plenty of
opportunities that could bring
increased income, possibly a new
job, even a new career. 

Gemini: May 22 – June 21
Communication takes a prominent
place in your life today, Cancer. Your
practical, direct, and down-to-Earth
manner can be very impressive. You're
known for succeeding where others
have failed. This isn't lost on those
above you on the hierarchical ladder.
And they know that you aren't easily
fooled. 

Cancer: June 22 – July 22
You could be surrounded by secrets, Leo.
A number of colleagues might be leaving
to pursue new opportunities, and you
could wonder if there's a reason for it that
escapes you. It might even have you
reevaluating whether or not you should
stay put! However, don't panic because
others leave.

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23
A phone call or email from a friend could
open up new career possibilities for you,
Virgo, perhaps involving the communi-
cations industry. Tales of people who
have hit it big in this field could be cir-
culating widely, but you should carefully
consider all the aspects of any new
option before jumping in. 

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

Communication of all sorts could be
vital to you today, Libra. You might
spend much of the day on the phone
organizing an important event or per-
haps clearing up a misunderstanding.
This could make it a rather stressful
day. It might be one of those days you
just need to get through. 

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23
Your outlook is apt to be optimistic,
enthusiastic, and practical, Scorpio! You
have both creative and workable ideas.
They're likely to lead to success, although
it could take considerable time and effort
to make it happen. Communication with
colleagues is likely to be open, honest,
and very dynamic as projects and enter-
prises take on a life of their own. 

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22
Tending to paperwork could take up
much of your time today, Sagittarius. A
lot could be riding on your careful plan-
ning and projections, so you're probably
taking it very seriously. Nonetheless,
don't be intimidated. Trust your
instincts. You know what you're doing.

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21
Communication between you and either a
business or romantic partner should get a
fresh start today, Capricorn. You've gotten
to know each other better and feel more
comfortable being honest and open with
each other than before. All signs are that
any partnerships begun, renewed, or con-
firmed today are likely to be successful and
profitable. 

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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Actress Lindsay
Lohan says living
in a country where

paparazzi is illegal has
been life-changing for the
formerly troubled star, as
she is free to lead a "pri-
vate life" away from the
cameras, and she has also
become pickier when it
comes to the work she
takes on to lead a more
balanced life.

Taking part in Vogue's
'Life in Looks' video se-
ries, Lohan said: "It just
really happened, how I
moved to Dubai. I got
there, and I felt a certain
sense of calm.

"I think it's because pa-
parazzi is illegal there. I
really found that I had a
private life, and I could
just take time for myself. I
decided to stay there be-
cause I really learned to
appreciate what it is to go,
do my work, and then
leave and live a normal
life. It took me moving

there to really appreciate
the time that I take for
myself, instead of just
going, going, going and
learning to say 'no.' And
really putting myself
first, and choosing the
things that I want to do,

wisely, for me first."
Lohan, who is engaged

to financier Bader
Shammas, moved to
Dubai in 2014 and travels
between the Middle East
and her family home in
New York, but hasn't been

back to her old home in
Los Angeles for a decade
after the paparazzi scared
her off.

She said previously: "I
live here (Dubai), yep, I
have been here for about
six years. But I go to New

York a lot to see my family
... and I was in London be-
fore this. I haven't been to
LA in over 10 years. The
paparazzi definitely
scared me a lot (in LA),
but I haven't had any real
reasons to (come back) re-
cently."

The 'Just My Luck' star
recently signed a two-
movie deal with Netflix.

The 35-year-old actress
has inked a deal with the
streaming giant, which
will see her star in two
new films after filming
upcoming holiday movie
'Falling for Christmas'.

Christina Rogers,
Netflix's Director of
Independent Film said:
"We're so happy with our
collaboration with
Lindsay to date, and we're
thrilled to continue our
partnership with her. We
look forward to bringing
more of her films to our
members around the
world."

Lindsay Lohan: Moving to Dubai
brought me a sense of calm 

Mix-Track in &TV this week
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Navi Mumbai, Apr 09 (PTI):

Indian Premier League's
sentimental favourites
Chennai Super Kings
slumped to their fourth
successive defeat with
young Abhishek Sharma's
50-ball-75 guiding
Sunrisers Hyderabad to
their maiden eight-wicket
win in this edition of the
tournament.

The 21-year-old Sharma
took the attack to the oppo-
sition with a blistering
first IPL half-century
which was studded with
five fours and three sixes,
to help Sunrisers easily
chased down the target of
155 with 14 balls to spare.

CSK now has to win at
least eight out of their re-
maining 10 games in order
to reach the magic figure of
16 points which during
past few years is the cut-off
for play-off qualifications.

The left-hander from
Punjab, who was bought
for Rs 6.5 crore by the
Sunrisers in the auction,
led India to victory in the
U-19 Asia Cup in 2016, be-
fore being replaced as cap-
tain by Prithvi Shaw
months before the 2018 U-
19 World Cup.

It was Sunrisers first
win of this IPL, having lost
to Rajasthan Royals and
Lucknow Super Giants in

their earlier matches.
CSK have already lost to

Kolkata Knight Riders,
Lucknow Super Giants
and Punjab Kings in earli-
er games.

On a sluggish pitch,
Sharma took the pressure
off his captain Kane
Williamson (32 off 40 balls)
who played second fiddle
to the youngster who was
in top form after failing to
score big in the previous
two matches.

Williamson was out in
the 13th over off the bowl-
ing of left-arm seamer
Mukesh Choudhary (1/30)
after sharing 89-run open-
ing stand with Sharma,
who also fell in the 18th to
Dwayne Bravo (1/29) with
Sunrisers needing just 10
runs.

Rahul Tripathi (39 not
out off 15 balls) then en-
sured that there was no
hiccups in the run chase.
He glanced Bravo for a
boundary to finish the
chase in style.

Earlier, Moeen Ali top-
scored with a 35-ball 48 to
guide CSK to 154 for seven
after being asked to bat
first.

Skipper Ravindra Jadeja
(23 off 15 balls) played a lit-
tle cameo towards the end
to prop up CSK after they
lost a few wickets in a
heap.

Phuket, Apr 09 (PTI):

Indian boxers Govind
Sahani (48kg), Ananta
Pralhad Chopde (54kg) and
Sumit (75kg) struck gold at
the Thailand Open in
Phuket, notching up com-
prehensive wins in their
respective bouts on
Saturday.

Sahani and Sumit, the
reigning national champi-
on, dominated their bouts

from start to finish and
won with identical 5-0
margins against local
pugilists Natthaphon
Thuamcharoen and
Peetapat Yeasungnoen re-
spectively.

Ananta, on the other
hand, displayed a good
mix of aggression and de-
fense to topple Thai boxer
Ritthiamon Saengsawang
by unanimous decision.

However, Amit Panghal

(52kg) and Monika (48kg),
Varinder Singh (60kg) and
Ashish Kumar (81kg),
could not go the distance
and ended their cam-
paigns with a silver each.

Panghal, the 2019 world
championship silver
medallist, lost a closely-
fought bout to Rogen
Ladon of Phillipines via a
2-3 split decision.

With little separating
the two boxers through the

course of the bout, the 26-
year-old Indian managed
to edge past the Filipino in
the first round. But Laden
made a comeback to take
the following two rounds.

In the men's 81kg sum-
mit clash, Ashish, last edi-
tion's 75kg gold medallist,
toiled hard but couldn't
find a way to stop
Kazakhstan's Nurbek
Oralbay, succumbing to a
0-5 loss.

Boxing: Govind, Ananta,
Sumit strike gold

India ends Thailand Open with 10 medals

Indias Govind Sahani (L) and Thailands Natthaphon Thuamcharoen in action during final match of mens 48kg category event at the
Thailand Open International Boxing Tournament 2022, in Phuket.

Suncheon, Apr 09 (PTI):

PV Sindhu and Kidambi
Srikanth's impressive run
ended in the semifinals after
they went down in straight
games at the Korea Open
Super 500 badminton tourna-
ment here on Saturday.

Former world champion
Sindhu, who came into the
tournament after claiming
the Swiss Open, suffered her
fourth successive defeat to 20-
year-old An Seyoung, losing
14-21 17-21 in 48 minutes.

For world championships
silver medallist Srikanth, it
ended in yet another semifi-
nal finish as he came up short
against Asian Games cham-
pion Jonatan Christie, going
down 19-21 16-21 in 50 min-
utes.

Sindhu, seeded third, tried
everything at her disposal
but couldn't find a way to get
past the world number four
An Seyoung, who gave ample
display of her athleticism
and precision, leaving the
Indian to do the catch-up job
from the start.

New Delhi, Apr 09 (PTI):

Indian squash ace Dipika
Pallikal Karthik progressed to
the finals of both the women's
and mixed doubles at the WSF
World doubles championships
in Glasgow. In mixed doubles,
Dipika and Saurav Ghosal beat
Wales' Joel Makin and Tesni
Evans in an entertaining bout,
taking the first game 11-9
before finishing the match with
an impressive 11-5 win on
Friday. Dipika also paired up
with Joshna Chinappa to reach
the summit clash in women's

doubles after New Zealand
pairing of Joelle King and
Amanda Landers Murphy with-
drew from the semifinal due to
an injury. "For us women, our
bodies go through a lot, day in
and day out, and I think it's
important to believe in our-
selves,"Dipika, who give birth
to twins last October, was
quoted as saying by world-
squash.org.
"What's really worked for me
is I've had a lot of support from
family and friends and that's
why I'm here today, because a
lot of people believed in me."

Mumbai, Apr 09 (PTI):

If their performance is
any indication, Lucknow
Super Giants and
Rajasthan Royals could
make for a blockbuster
Indian Premier League
contest on a Sunday
evening, an iconic venue
adding to its charm.

IPL debutants Lucknow
Super Giants got off to an
excellent start in their
first season and are placed
third in the points table,
having won three of their
four matches.

KL Rahul's team lost its
opening game narrowly to
fellow first-timers Gujarat
Titans, but have since
recorded comprehensive
wins over defending cham-
pions Chennai Super
Kings, Sunrisers
Hyderabad and a very for-
midable Delhi Capitals
outfit.

While Rahul has led the
side admirably in the
matches played so far in
the 15th edition of the lu-
crative league, the likes of
Evin Lewis, Deepak
Hooda and young Ayush

Badoni shining with the
bat has lent great balance
and stability to the team.

As far as bowling is con-
cerned, the pace-spin duo
of Avesh Khan and Ravi
Bishnoi have managed to
hold their own against
some of the most estab-
lished names of T20 crick-
et.

However, it is easier said
than done when up
against a side like RR,

which has emerged as one
of the stronger teams in
the competition so far,
notwithstanding the loss
to Royal Challengers
Bangalore in its last out-
ing.

Before the reverse
against RCB, RR won two
matches, beating
Sunrisers Hyderabad and
Mumbai Indians by 61
runs and 23 runs respec-
tively.

LSG, RR face off in blockbuster clashDipika reaches twin finals
at WSF World Doubles

Championships

Korea Open: Sindhu,
Srikanth lose in semifinals

South Korea's An Se-young hits a return against India’s Pusarla Venkata
Sindhu during their women's singles semi-final match at the Korea
Open Badminton Championships in Suncheon on Saturday.

Zarqa (Jordan), Apr 09 (PTI):

The Indian women's foot-
ball team earned its second
straight victory in Jordan,
beating the hosts 1-0 in a
friendly after a strike by for-
ward Manisha Kalyan here.

Manisha netted the
game's only goal in the sec-
ond half (48th minute) on
Friday night to help the
Blue Tigresses get their sec-
ond victory on the trot at the
Prince Mohammed
Stadium. Earlier this week,
India had defeated Egypt by
the same margin at the
same venue. Both the sides
looked to get on the front
foot from the start, creating
chances near the opposition
area. India got the first cor-
ner of the match, which was
sent in by Ratanbala Devi,
and was headed goalwards
by Manisha. However, the
chance was cleared and
Jordan set on their own at-
tack at the other end.

After a goalless first half,
India head coach Thomas
Dennerby looked to inject
some attacking impetus, get-

ting striker Pyari Xaxa in
place of winger Sandhiya
Ranganathan.

The Blue Tigresses had
the lead moments after the
restart, as Manisha found
some space on the left and
unleashed a left-footer that
rocketed into the top corner
of the Jordan goal.

Trailing, Jordan began to
mount some pressure on the
visitors. Leen Yasin
Mohammad had a golden
opportunity to draw level

when she was played behind
the Indian defence, and tried
to chip Chauhan, but the
ball went well over.

Indian centrebacks
Sweety Devi and Ashalata
Devi made some crucial last-
ditch tackles to thwart ad-
vances by the Jordanian at-
tackers. Sweety's intercep-
tion stopped Shahanaz
Jebreen in her tracks, while
Ashalata's tackle halted
Leen Yasin's attempt just be-
yond the hour mark.

Manisha strike helps India beat
Jordan in football friendly
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Potchefstroom, Apr 09 (PTI):

History beckons the
Indian women's hockey
team as it eyes a maiden
final berth in the FIH Junior
World Cup but in three-time
champions, the Netherlands
a stern test awaits it in the
semifinal here on Sunday.

India's best performance
in the tournament so far is a
bronze medal finish in the
2013 edition of the event in
M o n c h e n g l a d b a c h ,

Germany. Unbeaten so far in
the tournament, the Indians
have exceeded expectations
in the event, beating Wales 5-
1, upsetting Germany (2-1),
Malaysia (4-0) and Korea (3-
0). It was a cohesive effort
from the Indians in the tour-
nament so far with all de-
partments clicking for the
Salima Tete-led side.

India's forward line has
shone bright with the strik-
ers scoring as many as 12
goals so far and conceded

just two.
Young striker Mumtaz

Khan has been the cynosure
of all eyes, scoring six goals,
including a hat-trick so far
in the event, while
Lalremsiami, Lalrindiki and
Sharmila Devi completed
her brilliantly.

The presence of three
Tokyo Olympians in skipper
Tete, Lalremsiami and
Sharmila has worked won-
ders for the Indians in the
tournament in terms of
their experience.

Credit must also go to the
Indian midfield which
played an instrumental role
in creating numerous scor-
ing opportunities for the
side.

While one expects the for-
wardline and midfield to
contribute, but it is the
team's backline led by goal-
keeper Bichu Devi Karibam
that stood out so far.

Just like India,
Netherlands too finished
their pool engagements on
top with three wins from as
many games and then got
the better of South Africa 5-0
in the quarterfinals.

India to face Netherlands in Junior
Women’s Hockey WC semifinals

Mumbai, Apr 09 (PTI):

Skipper Rishabh Pant
will face a big test when
Delhi Capitals lock horns
with table-toppers Kolkata
Knight Riders, led by their
former captain Shreyas
Iyer, in a much-anticipated
IPL clash here on Sunday.

Iyer, one of the archi-
tects of the Delhi fran-
chise's resurgence in the
IPL, having taken them to
their maiden final in 2020,
was replaced as skipper of
the team last season after
he missed the first half
due to an injury. The fran-
chise didn't retain the 27-
year-old, who was picked
up by KKR at the auction.

Under his captaincy, the
Knight Riders are perched
at the top of the league
with six points from four
outings, their only loss
coming against Royal
Challengers Bangalore.

The Capitals on the
other hand, after a win-
ning start, have slumped
to back-to-back defeats and
are placed seventh.

Both Pant and Iyer are

touted as future India cap-
tain and it will be interest-
ing to see how the two fare.
However, the wicketkeep-
er-batter might be feeling
the pressure, having won
just one game so far.

The Capitals will be
counting on Prithvi Shaw,
who smashed 61 off 34
against LSG, and seasoned
opener David Warner, to
provide a solid start as
their middle order is yet to
inspire confidence. KKR
head into the match high
on confidence, having de-
feated Mumbai Indians
with Pat Cummins scoring
a 15-ball 56.

Big test awaits Pant as
DC take on Iyer’s KKR

Abhishek Sharma
guides SRH to easy

victory over CSK



New Delhi, Apr 09 (PTI): 

Rahul Gandhi on
Saturday said the
Congress had offered to
form an alliance with BSP
chief Mayawati in the re-
cent Uttar Pradesh assem-
bly election and make her
the chief ministerial can-
didate but "she did not
even talk to us".

Lashing out at the BSP
supremo, the former
Congress president alleged
that Mayawati gave a clear
passage to the ruling
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) in the state because
of "the CBI, the ED and
Pegasus". The Congress

won only two seats out of
403 and got a vote share of
less than 2.5 percent in
Uttar Pradesh, where the
BJP retained power. As
many as 97 percent of
Congress candidates lost
their security deposit.

The BSP won just one
seat and a vote share of
around 13 per cent. Nearly
72 per cent of its candidates
also lost their deposit in the
election, which turned out
to be a bipolar contest be-
tween the BJP and the
Samajwadi Party.

Releasing a book, "The
Dalit Truth", Rahul Gandhi
said the Constitution is a
weapon but it is meaning-

less without institutions
which, he alleged, have
been ''captured by the RSS''.

Noting that if institu-
tions are not controlled by

people, neither is the coun-
try, the Congress leader
said, "This is not a new as-
sault. It started the day
when Mahatma Gandhi

was killed with bullets."
Gandhi said he would

not have been able to speak
up against the government
had he taken any money
and alleged that the CBI
and the ED control the po-
litical system.

Taking on Mayawati, he
said, "We gave a message to
Mayawati to form an al-
liance and asked her to be-
come the chief minister.
She did not even talk to us."
Gandhi said he has respect
for BSP patriarch Kanshi
Ram for articulating the
Dalit voice of Uttar
Pradesh, even though the
Congress had suffered dur-
ing that phase.

Panaji, Apr 09 (PTI): 

Maharashtra Gomantak
Party (MGP) MLA Sudhin
Dhavalikar, who was in-
ducted into the Pramod
Sawant-led cabinet on
Saturday, said the differ-
ences between his party
and the BJP have been laid
to rest. With two MLAs in
the Goa legislative
Assembly, the MGP has ex-
tended its support to the
BJP government.

Dhavalikar was induct-
ed in the cabinet on
Saturday along with BJP
MLAs Nilkant Halarnkar
and Subhash Faldesai.
Sawant had taken oath as
the chief minister along

with eight other ministers
on March 28, leaving three
ministerial berths vacant
at that time. With the addi-
tion of three, there are
now 12 members in his
cabinet, including Sawant
himself.

‘BSF undergoing 
modernisation on all fronts’

azaribag (Jharkhand),

Apr 09 (PTI): 

The BSF is undergoing
modernisation on all
fronts in view of prevail-
ing challenges along the
country's border,
Director General Pankaj
Kumar Singh has said.
The Border Security
Force has excelled in var-
ious fields from operat-
ing drones to the use of
artillery, he said.

"BSF is facing a severe
challenge from foreign
terrorists trying to enter
the country and disturb
our internal security. We

are providing latest
training to our personnel
to tackle them," Singh
told reporters during his
maiden visit to a BSF
training school at Meru
in Hazaribag on Friday.

The BSF DG said he
was impressed with the
training provided to the
371 personnel at the cen-
tre, who hail from states
like Assam, Kerala,
Telangana and Jammu
and Kashmir.

The BSF personnel
have been trained to pre-
vent drug trafficking and
the force plays an effec-
tive role in checking
large-scale smuggling of
contraband, he said.

He took salute at a
passing out parade and
gave away prizes to the
jawans who performed
best during the 44-week
training.

Need to recognise unsung heroes: Naidu
New Delhi, Apr 09 (PTI): 

Vice President M
Venkaiah Naidu on
Saturday pitched for
recognising the unsung
heroes of the country, say-
ing art forms such as cine-
ma and music should be
used to highlight their sac-
rifices. He lamented that
people know about Robert
Clive, but little was known
about freedom fighters
and historical figures such
as Maharana Pratap,
Chhatrapati Shivaji,
Komaram Bheem and
Alluri Sitaram Raju.

Speaking at the Sangeet
Natak Akademi and Lalit
Kala Akademi awards cer-
emony here, the Vice
President also emphasised
that due importance
should be given to mother
tongues at all levels, be it
at government functions,
in teaching or in courts.

Many unsung heroes
made sacrifices but their
stories remain largely un-
known to the masses as
they did not get enough at-
tention in history books,

Naidu said.
Recognising the un-

recognised is our duty. Our
cinema, other art forms,
music and literature
should pay enough atten-
tion to this aspect. It is
very much important to
rejuvenate our great cul-
tural past and the sacri-
fices made, he said.

We were told about the
history of Robert Clive but
not about Rana Pratap,
Shivaji, Alluri Sitaram
Raju, Komaram Bheem
etc. It is time that we cor-
rect this fault and restore
the honour of our glorious
past. Unfortunately, due to
the colonial mindset, our
textbooks, our history has

not given proper and
enough importance to
these unsung heroes. It is
time to recognise them
and I am happy that the
new education policy is fo-
cusing in that direction, he
added, calling for correct-
ing such distortions .

He also emphasised that
government institutions
at all levels should organ-
ise programmes to recog-
nise the unsung freedom
fighters. Referring to the
Azadi Ka Amrut
Mahotsav' celebrations, he
lauded the government
and said that in the recent
past, most of the lesser
known heroes were given
importance.

The Vice President also
called upon schools and
parents to encourage chil-
dren to learn any art form
of their choice as part of ef-
forts to preserve and pro-
mote India's rich cultural
heritage. He stressed on the
need to go back to the coun-
try's roots and promote
mother tongues and also
called for a cultural renais-
sance in Indian society.

I encourage the youth to
focus on their mother
tongue and give something
back to society. We should
promote our mother
tongue. People's language
should be the language in
administration, courts
and teaching so that our
culture and heritage is
protected, Naidu said.

Recalling the role of vi-
sual and performing arts
in arousing patriotic feel-
ings during the
Independence movement,
the Vice President said art
was used as a powerful po-
litical weapon to tell the
stories of the British op-
pression in an effective
manner.
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Haryana Chief Minister Manohar Lal addressing at the 11th Annual Convocation of the Indian Institute of
Management (IIM), in Rohtak.

IIM ANNUAL CONVOCATION

A boy cools himself off at a tubewell during a hot summer day in New Delhi, Saturday.

BEATING THE HEAT

Pankaj Kumar Singh
Sudhin Dhavalikar

Irani derides Priyanka for Amethi loss
Rae Bareli, Apr 09 (PTI): 

Union Minister Smriti
Irani on Saturday took a
jibe at Congress'
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra
saying that she created a
history of sorts when
three party nominees in
the recent assembly polls
forfeited their deposits in
Amethi - a stronghold of
her party.

In the 2022 assembly
elections, she created a
history by getting three
Congress candidates for-
feit their deposits in
Amethi parliamentary
constituency. My congrat-
ulations for this, she
ridiculed the party gener-
al secretary, without tak-
ing her name.

Irani had won the
Amethi Lok Sabha seat
defeating Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi in the 2019
general elections.

She was visiting her
parliamentary con-
stituency on Saturday to
cast her vote in the ongo-
ing legislative council
polls. You see, in the 2019
elections, the Congress
got about four lakh votes,
but in 2022 it has come
down to close to one lakh,
she told reporters.

Earlier, Irani took part
in Ashtami puja and met
people in Kinthawa vil-
lage to enquire about
their problems.

She said she had come
here eight years ago for
the first time on Ashtami

as a BJP candidate, and
today she was visiting it
again to cast vote for a
BJP candidate.

The Congress, which
has ruled Uttar Pradesh
for the longest period of
time among political par-
ties but has been out of
power for three decades,
plunged into further
wilderness winning just
two seats last assembly
election despite Priyanka
leading the campaign
from the front.

While its seats tally
came down to two from
seven in 2017, its vote
share declined to 2.35 per
cent from 6.25 per cent.
The two seats it won are
Rampur Khas and
Pharenda.

Italian artist’s Kolkata mural
espouses wildlife conservation

Kolkata, Apr 09 (PTI): 

Italian artist Maurizio
Boscheri has painted a
mural in Kolkata's
Gariahat espousing
wildlife conservation and
environmental protec-
tion. He was assisted by
artists from a local art col-
lege in completing the
mural which depicts the
Royal Bengal Tiger and
peacock, national sym-
bols of India. It was the
Italian consulate's initia-
tive in collaboration with
a local women's social or-
ganisation.

"This is a gift from me
and the people of Italy to
Kolkata, the city of art

lovers. The energy level of
local artists is amazing. I
would love to be involved in
similar collaborative proj-
ects in the City of Joy in the
future," Boscheri told PTI.
He said it was a lifetime ex-
perience to complete the
work in bustling Gariahat
amid heavy traffic and curi-
ous onlookers. Boscheri's
artworks on wildlife conser-
vation have been featured
in New York, Sri Lanka and
Karachi among other
places. Speaking about
Kolkata, he said, "It is a
beautiful city, with a lot of
green spaces, boulevards
and well-maintained parks.
There are many grand
mansions, but many of

these buildings have been
replaced by high-rises. We
could have protected these
old buildings with amazing
architecture."

The artist said he chose
busy Gariahat for the
mural because it is an icon-
ic place, a microcosm of
Kolkata, and is always
brimming with life. Italian
Consul General in Kolkata,
Gianluca Rubagotti, said
that the mural will remain
a symbol of friendship be-
tween the people of the two
countries and espouse the
need for conserving our
ecosystem. He hoped there
will be more exchanges be-
tween the artists of the two
countries.

‘Differences between
MGP-BJP resolved’

Punjab govt committed to stop
‘brain drain’, says  Mann

Bathinda, Apr 09 (PTI): 

Punjab Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann on
Saturday said his govern-
ment is committed to stop
'brain drain' by creating
new opportunities in the
state so that youngsters
don't have to go to foreign
countries in pursuit of
their dreams. He was ad-
dressing the students of
Maharaja Ranjit Singh
Punjab Technical
University (MRSPTU) dur-
ing the first convocation
ceremony here.

Punjab Governor
Banwari Lal Purohit and
Mann also conferred de-
grees on the students, ac-
cording to an official re-
lease. Mann said the educa-
tion needs to be in sync
with employment opportu-
nities available. Seeking
some time to create an in-
dustry-friendly environ-
ment in Punjab to provide

employment to people,
Mann appealed to the
youngsters to serve their
motherland.

Mann also appealed to
the parents to give freedom
to their children, especially
to the girls, to excel in the
field of their choice. He
said parents should stop
spoon-feeding their chil-

dren and instead strength-
en their skills by providing
them an open environment
to prove themselves.

Purohit, while delivering
the convocation address,
said technologists are prob-
lem solvers who search for
quicker, better and less ex-
pensive ways to meet tough
challenges and varsities

like MRSPTU gear up the
technologists to fulfil these
challenges. He asked young
technologists to become job
creators and also create
wealth for the nation, soci-
ety and people through
start-ups.

He called upon the MR-
SPTU to take lead in creat-
ing an ecosystem for entre-
preneurship and innova-
tion amongst its con-
stituent colleges and hoped
that setting up of innova-
tion and incubation centres
in on its radar.

Earlier, the Punjab gover-
nor conferred honorary
doctorate degrees on three
eminent personalities for
their contribution in vari-
ous fields which included
social worker Dr. SPS
Oberoi, industrialist
Rajinder Gupta and former
chairman ISRO Dr.
Radhakrishnan (degree re-
ceived by Director IIT
Ropar Dr. Rajiv Ahuja).

unjab Chief Minister Bhagwant Mann confers a degree to
a student at the convocation of Maharaja Ranjit Singh
Punjab Technical University, in Bathinda, Saturday.

‘Had offered CM’s post to Mayawati 
but she did not even talk to us’

Congress leader Rahul Gandhi speaks during the launch of
book The Dalit Truth in New Delhi, Saturday.


