
Watery grave
JJaasshhppuurr:: Two children,
including a girl, drowned
while bathing at a pond in
a village in Jashpur dis-
trict, police said on
Thursday. The incident
took place on Wednesday
afternoon when the chil-
dren, Gayatri Singh (10)
and Anurag Yadav (9),
residents of Bokhi Bartoli
village, had gone to the
pond to take a bath, an
official here said. 

Fire 
NNaaggppuurr:: A fire erupted at
a saw mill in Lakadganj
area of Maharashtra's
Nagpur city on Thursday,
partially damaging 10
establishments, while no
casualties were reported
in the incident, an official
said. The blaze broke out
at a saw mill on Old
Bhandara Road around
8.20 am, and it spread to
10 establishments, which
were partially damaged,
chief fire officer of NMC
Rajendra Uchake said.

Lifer
SShhrraavvaassttii:: A court in
Uttar Pradesh's Shravasti
district on Thursday con-
victed a woman of stran-
gulating her children to
death and awarded her
life imprisonment. On
March 27, 2016, Meera
Devi, wife of Pradeep
Verma and a resident of
Madhavapur village,
choked her sons Anurag
(4) and one-year-old
Aryan to death with bare
hands, prosecutor K. P.
Singh told PTI.

Resign
AAmmaarraavvaattii:: All 24
Ministers of the Andhra
Pradesh cabinet on
Thursday submitted their
resignation to Chief
Minister Y S Jagan Mohan
Reddy ahead of the pro-
posed reorganisation of
the Council of Ministers.
The incumbent Ministers
put-in their papers at the
meeting of the Cabinet,
which was their last, offi-
cial sources said. They
remained in their posts
for exactly 34 months.

Mishap
NNeeww  TTeehhrrii:: Two people
were killed and three
others injured after their
vehicle fell into a deep
gorge here, officials said
on Thursday. The passen-
gers were returning from
Vikas Nagar late on
Wednesday night when
the driver lost control
and the vehicle plunged
into a 250 metre deep
gorge on Bel-Parogi
motor road, killing two
persons on the spot,
Dhanolti SDM Lakshmi
Raj Chauhan said.
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A devotee holding a bunch 
of bananas performs rituals

on the occasion of Chaiti
Chhath Puja at the bank of

river Brahmaputra, in
Guwahati, Thursday.
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New Delhi, Apr 07 (PTI): 

The government has ac-
corded sanction to the CBI
to prosecute Moyukh
Bhaduri, former chairman-
cum-managing director of
Hindustan Steelworks
Construction Limited
(HSCL), in a Rs 1-crore
bribery case in the con-
struction work of National
Sports University in
Manipur, officials said on
Thursday.

The CBI had filed a
charge sheet against
Bhaduri and other accused
on January 5 under IPC sec-
tions related to criminal
conspiracy and provisions
of the Prevention of
Corruption Act even as fur-
ther probe into the allega-
tions against him was un-
derway.

The government has now
given the go-ahead to prose-

cute Bhaduri in the case
registered two years ago,
they said, adding that the
special court has been ap-
prised of this development
clearing the way for taking
cognisance of charges
against the official.

Besides Bhaduri, the CBI
has named in the charge
sheet Zillion Infraprojects
Pvt. Ltd MD Anant Saxena,
Vijay Nirman Company Pvt
Ltd's Managing Director V
Ajay Kumar and Director N
Krishna Rao, authorised
signatory of NT
Enterprises in Imphal T
Nimai Singh, and Chalke
alias CH Srinivas, a con-
tractual employee of the
Union Ministry of Youth
Affairs and Sports.

The agency had carried
out searches in New Delhi,
Kolkata, Visakhapatnam
and Hyderabad after regis-
tering the FIR on July 2,

2020, they said. The alleged
corruption pertained to
work related to the sports
university for which tender
was floated by the Ministry
of Youth Affairs and Sports
in 2015, they said.

During the tendering
process, Chalke had intro-
duced Rao to Bhaduri and
Saxena.

After the selection of
HSCL as project manage-
ment consultant for the uni-
versity work, Bhaduri and
Saxena allegedly demanded
a bribe of Rs 1 crore, be-
sides 5.5 per cent of the
total project cost, from Rao
and Kumar of Vijay
Nirman Co Pvt Ltd for pro-
viding an undue favour in
the award of construction
work for NSU, Imphal.

The CBI filed the FIR
after conducting a prelimi-
nary enquiry into the mat-
ter and had obtained sanc-

tion to proceed against
Bhaduri from competent
authorities.

During the enquiry, it
emerged that Chalke played
an important role in con-
vincing Rao to give an ille-
gal gratification of Rs 1
crore to Bhaduri for getting
the work for National
Sports University, the FIR
had alleged.

Rao and Kumar allegedly
arranged the money from T
Nimai Singh of Imphal-
based NT Enterprises by in-
volving him in the work, it
said.

Singh, on the instruc-
tions of Rao, transferred a
total of Rs 55 lakh in May
2015 in three tranches -- Rs
25 lakh on May 13, Rs 20
lakh on May 25 and Rs 10
lakh on May 27 -- into the ac-
count of Zillion Infra
Projects owned by Saxena,
it alleged.

Rampurhat (WB), Apr 07 (PTI): 

CBI sleuths on Thursday
nabbed four West Bengal
residents from Mumbai for
their alleged involvement
in the Birbhum killings, an
officer of the agency said.

These were the first ar-
rests made by the Central
Bureau of Investigation
(CBI) since it took over the
probe into the March 21
killings in Bogtui village
as per the Calcutta High
Court's order.

The four accused had
fled from Bogtui to the
Maharashtra capital soon
after the killings, and they
were apprehended from
their hideout early on
Thursday morning.

"Of the four arrested ac-
cused, two persons -- iden-
tified as Bappa and Shabu
Sheikh -- were named in

the FIR lodged in connec-
tion with the killings. We
will produce them before a
court in Mumbai and plea
for a transit remand to
West Bengal," he said.

Eight people were burnt
alive, and one succumbed
to injuries later, after as-

sailants firebombed sever-
al houses in the village
hours after the murder of
local TMC leader Bhadu
Sheikh. A Special
Investigation Team consti-
tuted by the state govern-
ment was earlier probing
the case.

NITI Aayog to roll out ‘Battery
Swapping Policy’ 

NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Government think tank NITI Aayog is likely to roll out a
'Battery Swapping Policy' by December this year, a senior govern-
ment official said on Thursday. "The Battery Swapping Policy is
likely to be rolled out by December," Sudhendu Jyoti Sinha, advis-
er (Infrastructure Connectivity-Transport and Electric Mobility),
NITI Aayog told PTI. Sinha also said that the Aayog is working on
a proposal to prod railways to set up electric vehicle charging sta-
tions at railway stations in cities whose population is more than 10
lakhs. The policy was announced by finance minister Nirmala
Sitharaman in her 2022-23 Budget speech and is being prepared
by NITI Aayog. "Considering the constraint space in urban areas
for setting up (electric vehicles) charging stations, a battery
swapping policy will be brought out and interoperability standards
will be formulated," Sitharaman had said. She had stated that the
private sector will be encouraged to set up sustainable business
models for battery or energy service and this will improve effi-
ciency in the EV (electric vehicle) ecosystem.

New Delhi, Apr 07 (PTI): 

Decriminalisation of
minor offences is a welcome
step as it will help unclog
the criminal justice system
in the country and the ele-
ment of criminality should
be replaced by the imposi-
tion of civil liability, legal
experts said on Thursday.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has asked bureaucrats
to expedite the decriminali-
sation of minor offences
and violations and in a letter
dated April 4, Cabinet
Secretary Rajiv Gauba has
asked the secretaries to ini-
tiate action on certain sug-
gestions made by the prime
minister which included re-
viewing such crimes and ac-
cordingly taking action to
repeal or amend these provi-

sions in a time-bound man-
ner. Senior advocate and
SCBA President Vikas
Singh said that decriminali-
sation of minor offences
was a good idea , especially
considering how our judi-
cial system is so overbur-
dened . Even in the context
of the central government's
ease of doing business
mantra, he said, every and
any step in that (decriminal-
isation of minor offences)
direction is always welcome
. Echoing similar views, an-
other senior advocate Vikas
Pahwa said, There are vari-
ous minor offences which
are clogging the system and
the government can think
and try to decriminalise
them. We have to see the
larger picture. Because of
these offences, major of-

fences are the ones which
get delayed, where trials are
pending for a long time be-
cause the courts don't have
the time to deal with them.

Advocate Ruby Singh
Ahuja, Senior Partner,
Karanjawala & Co stated
that such a move will help
promote the government's
endeavour of making the
country a business-friendly
destination .

Decriminalization of
minor offences is a step to
ease the backlog in courts
and to take off the burden of
overloaded prison infra-
structure. Legislation must
be brought in to deal with
minor acts and omissions
differently as compared to
serious offences, especially
for the corporate world, she
said.

Pithoragarh , Apr 07 (PTI): 

The resumption of the
Kailash-Mansarovar yatra,
which was suspended after
COVID-19 broke out two
year ago, looks uncertain
this year too as the nodal
agency for the pilgrimage
has received no instruc-
tions from the government
regarding its preparations.

Normally, the Ministry
of External Affairs holds a
meeting with the Kumaon
Mandal Vikas Nigam
(KMVN) Limited, the
nodal agency for the yatra,
and the Pithoragarh dis-
trict administration in
January itself to discuss
the preparations for the pil-
grimage. The yatra which
goes through the Lipulekh
Pass in Pithoragarh dis-
trict was suspended in 2020
after the pandemic struck,
and the suspension contin-

ued through 2021. With a
drop in COVID-19 cases in
recent months, officials
were hoping that the yatra
might begin this year.

"Earlier, preparations for
the yatra used to begin
from January onwards
after receiving instruc-
tions from the external af-
fairs ministry, but this year
we are still waiting for it.
No more time is left for
preparations now," KMVN
general manager A P
Bajpai said.

"Till date, we have re-
ceived no instructions re-
garding the yatra from
anywhere," Pithoragarh
District Magistrate Ashish
Chauhan added.

"Even if we receive the
instructions now, it will be
difficult to meet the dead-
line as the yatra begins
from the first week of
June," he said.

New Delhi, Apr 07 (PTI): 

Setting at rest fears over
Covid restrictions being
relaxed, several experts
say the two-year stringent
mask mandate has led to
fatigue and can be re-
moved from public spaces
for now just as many coun-
tries have done.

While the message
around the benefits of
masking should continue,
it would be wise to lift the
mandate and reintroduce
it if there is another Covid
wave for better compli-
ance, experts said, point-
ing to the futility of ill-fit-
ting masks and lack of
community consensus on
the matter.

The issue is of compli-
ance fatigue, Ramanan
Laxminarayan, director of
Washington's Center for
Disease Dynamics,
Economics & Policy, told
PTI while noting that
many countries around
the world have removed
mask restrictions.

I would urge messaging
around the usefulness of
masking in closed spaces,
but would not suggest that
it needs to be enforced
punitively, added Gautam
Menon, professor,
Departments of Physics
and Biology, Ashoka
University in Haryana.

The assurance comes as
India reports a low num-
ber of cases on Thursday

1,033 new coronavirus in-
fections were recorded and
also one case of a new
Covid strain in Mumbai.

On Wednesday the
Brihanmumbai Municipal
Corporation (BMC) re-
ported India's first case of
the Omicron recombinant
strain XE. However. IN-
SACOG, which monitors
genomic variations in the
SARS-CoV-2 in India, has
decided to take up another
round of genomic se-
quencing at a national lab
for confirmation.

Recombinant' means the
genome of XE is a combi-
nation of the genomes of
the BA.1 and the BA.2 sub-
variants of Omicron.

With India seeing the

lowest number of COVID-
19 cases in two years, sev-
eral states, including
Delhi, Maharashtra,
Punjab and Haryana, have
done away with the
mandatory use of masks.

E p i d e m i o l o g i s t
Laxminarayan said it may
be necessary for the public
to start using masks again
in the future if there is an-
other variant and wave.
But keeping these require-
ments in place indefinitely
causes the public to not
take them seriously. It is
therefore better to remove
them and then reintroduce
them when necessary,
Laxminarayan explained.

Scientist and modeller
Menon agreed.

New Delhi, Apr 07 (PTI): 

The ED questioned NC
leader Omar Abdullah on
Thursday in connection with
the purchase of a building by
J&K Bank some 12 years ago
when he was Jammu and
Kashmir chief minister, a
move the party termed a "po-
litical exercise" ahead of the
Assembly elections in the
union territory.

After spending more than
five hours at the ED office
here in response to summons
sent last week, Abdullah told
reporters that he had not
been accused of anything

and that he had "answered
them as much as I could". He
would further help them "if
they need me",he added.

According to officials, the
case pertains to the purchase
of a building by the J&K
Bank, in which the govern-
ment has 68 per cent equity, at
Bandra Kurla in 2010. A prop-
erty measuring around 65,000
square feet was acquired at a
cost of Rs 172 crores. Sources
said the board of directors of

the bank had set up a two-
member committee headed
by its chairman Haseeb
Drabu which recommended
the purchase of the property,
in which another leading
bank was also interested. The
purchase was approved by
the bank board, and the chief
minister had no say in the
matter, the sources added.

While Abdullah refused to
divulge details about his
questioning by the
Enforcement Directorate
(ED), the National
Conference (NC) slammed
the move as a "vicious vilifi-
cation" and "fishing expedi-
tion" ahead of the Assembly
elections expected to be held
later this year in Jammu and
Kashmir.

New Delhi, Apr 07 (PTI): 

The 55-kmph benchmark
is quite "low" for classifying
trains as "superfast", the
CAG has said while high-
lighting that many such
trains run below the mini-
mum speed.

In May 2007, the Indian
Railway decided that if the
average speed of a train, in
both up and down direc-
tions, is a minimum of 55
kmph on broad gauge and
45 kmph on metre gauge, it
would be treated as a 'super-
fast'.

In November last year,
the Railways had stated the
extant policy for categorisa-
tion of services into 'super-

fast' stipulates that such
trains should have an aver-
age end-to-end speed of
above 55 kmph.

"The reply is silent on the
fact that 123 trains cate-
gorised as superfast were
actually scheduled for run-
ning at an average speed
less than 55 kmph fixed
under the extant policy," the
Comptroller and Auditor
General of India stated.

It noted that the "bench-
mark of 55 kmph for classi-
fying a train as superfast is
itself low, given the MPS of
rolling stock and sectional
speed". The criteria for clas-
sifying trains as 'superfast'
has not been changed since
2007, the CAG stated.

Rs 1 CRORE BRIBERY CASE

CBI gets sanction to prosecute
ex-CMD of HSCL 

CBI makes first arrests
in Birbhum killings

Nabs four suspects
from Mumbai

LEGAL EXPERTS OPINE

‘Decriminalisation of minor
offences welcome step’

Kailash-Mansarovar yatra
unlikely to resume this year

ATTEMPT FOR GUINNESS RECORD

Children with special needs perform during an event for the Guinness World Book of
Records at Karampura Government School in Amritsar, Thursday. 

Mask mandate may not be necessary for now: Experts

CAG REPORT

55-kmph benchmark to classify
trains as ‘superfast’ quite ‘low’

ED questions Omar
Abdullah in J&K Bank case

NC terms it
‘vicious vilification’

Berhampur, Apr 07 (PTI) 

Odisha's Ganjam dis-
trict has topped the coun-
try in providing 100 days
work to rural households
under the Mahatma
Gandhi National Rural
Employment Guarantee
ACT (MGNREGA) during
2021-22, a senior official
said.

As many as 1,29,290
households in the district
were provided 100 days
employment in the 2021-22
fiscal, followed by Barmer
(1,19,938) and Nagaur
(1,12,903) in Rajasthan.

Over 4,00,000 migrant
workers had returned to
Ganjam when a national
lockdown was imposed in
2020 to check the spread of
coronavirus. Several
workers stayed back when
the workers returned to
their workplaces, leading

to an increase in demand
for MGNREGS jobs, the of-
ficial said. The district in
south Odisha has also gen-
erated 2,99,00,497 person-
days of work under the
rural employment scheme
during the period, ranking
fourth in the country.

Ganjam collector Vijay
Amruta Kulange thanked
the team of the district
rural development agency
(DRDA) and block officials
for achieving the first posi-
tion in the country in pro-
viding 100 days of work
under MGNREGA.

He also asked them to
maintain the same spirit
in 2022-23. The jobs created
under the MGNREGA has
helped rural people to sus-
tain their livelihood at the
time of the pandemic, said
Shinde Dattatraya
Bhausaheb, project direc-
tor, DRDA.

Ganjam tops country
in MGNREGA jobs
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Contract labour
killed in road mishap

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Apr 07: A con-
tract labour of Bhilai
Steel Plant was killed in a
road mishap which oc-
curred inside the plant
premises on Thursday
evening. Speeding earth

moving equipment
crushed the cyclist
labour to death.

The incident occurred
around 16:00 hrs on the
road between Gas Holder
Square to Oxygen Plant
2. Police have lodged an
FIR and the body has
been sent to the mortu-
ary after preparing an in-
quest.

The deceased was
Leeladhar Swarnakar
(53) a resident of Prem
Nagar, Camp-2,
Chhawani. He worked as
a painter for the contrac-
tor GP Electricals. He
was travelling on a bicy-
cle when a speeding
Fowlar Crane crushed
him to death. He is sur-
vived by a son, daughter
and family.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Apr 07: On the
first day of the 'Gauthan
Pahuch', the nodal officers
inspected 162 Gauthans of
the district. On the second
/ concluding day, they are
scheduled to inspect 150
gauthans. Collector Dr
Sarveshwar Narendra
Bhure also visited
Gauthan to inspect the
programme.

He inspected the urban
Gauthan located in Durg
and the Gauthan located
in village Konari. He over-
saw the quality of vermi-
compost at Konari.
District Panchayat CEO
Ashwini Dewangan and
Durg Municipal
C o r p o r a t i o n
Commissioner Haresh
Mandavi accompanied
him during the inspection.

Collector interacted

with the women of SHGs
at the Gauthans. The
women informed the
Collector that they are reg-
ularly producing cow
dung vermicompost. They
are maintaining continu-
ity of the vermin-compost
production process so that
the purchase of cow dung
is not hindered.

The Collector took infor-
mation from the SHGs

about other livelihood ac-
tivities. The women in-
formed him that they are
also engaged in poultry
farming. They are getting
a production of 50 eggs per
day which are sold in
Thanaud's hatchery.

They raise Sonali vari-
ety chickens. They have re-
ceived proper training and
are able to conduct the ac-
tivities successfully.

Collector appreciated the
women and suggested
them to expand the liveli-
hood-oriented activities for
increasing their income.

He asked them to work
to make their group finan-
cially strong. For this pur-
pose, they have to expand
the business in view of the
potential of the local mar-
ket. Collector also saw the
oil extraction unit. The

women stated that oil pro-
duced here is consumed in
the village itself.

Everyday people visit
here to get oil extracted
from oil seeds. The women
added that there is enough
work for the oil extraction
machine. Considering the
increased work, the
Collector assured to pro-
vide another unit of Oil
Extraction machine.

He further also inquired
about the activities of
paddy straw donation etc.
During the visit of Urban
Gauthan in Durg,
Collector oversaw the
quality of vermicompost.
Along with this, activities
like poultry farming are
also being conducted
under Godhan Nyay
Yojana. He also inquired
about the implementation
of Godhan Nyay Yojana
and checked the accounts
register.

He interacted with the
women of Kalyani Self
Help Group and said that
the government is develop-
ing Gauthans as livelihood
oriented centres. He urged
the women to expand their
livelihood activities so that
they can become financial-
ly strong and Gauthan be-
comes a self-supporting 
institute.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Apr 07: 'World
Health Day' was celebrat-
ed by BSP's Public Health
Department on Thursday
at a function organised in
Mahatma Gandhi Kala
Mandir. K K Singh, ED (P
& A) was the Chief Guest
on the occasion.

Dr Ravindranath, CMO
(M & HS) was the Special
Guest. K C Tripathi, GM
(TSD) presided over the
function. Dr R L Kamble
was also present at the
function.

K K Singh, ED (P & A)
in his address empha-
sised on the importance
of 'Safai Mitra' workers
in segregating dry and
wet waste. He urged the
audience to become part
of the Swacchata
Abhiyan launched by the
Government of India and
work towards making
India among the top-
ranked clean nations in

the world.
The programme began

with lamp lighting and a
welcome song. At the out-
set, Dr G K Dubey, GM
(TSD) in his welcome ad-
dress stated that the
theme is 'Our Planet Our
Health' this year. Sunil
Chaurasia, AGM (Public
Health) presented the
Annual report highlight-

ing the activities of the
Public Health
Department.

Cleaning jobs were car-
ried out in the Township
on a continuous basis
during the trying COVID
times. Sanitisation was
carried out; Fogging for
Dengue and Larvae con-
trol was done on a large
scale. He appealed to all

residents of the
Township to keep dry
and wet waste separately.

A play on cleanliness
and amiable environ-
ment directed by
Kaushal Upadhyay was
performed during the
programme. Dr
Ravindranath and Dr
Kamble also addressed
the gathering. Employees

of the Public Health
Department and mem-
bers of the Skit group
were felicitated by Chief
Guest K K Singh.

Radhika Srinivasan,
GM (TSD) proposed the
vote of thanks. Over 300
'Safai mitra' and employ-
ees of the Town Services
department took part in
the programme.

Visually impaired Lalit to work 
as customer care executive

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Apr 07: District
Administration has pro-
vided a laptop to a visually
impaired youth. This de-
vice will help this talented
youth to work as a cus-
tomer care executive. A
few days ago, Lalit
Sharma, a visually im-
paired youth from
Khursipar, visited the
Collector Jandarshan and
apprised Dr Sarveshwar
Narendra Bhure about his
future plans.

He informed that he has
received training for 'cus-
tomer care executive' and
now there are possibilities
of online work. He was
willing to become em-

ployed and needed a laptop
to do this work. The
Collector inquired about
the nature of his work and
his educational back-
ground. Considering his
application in a sensitive
manner, he directed the
Industries Department to
help the youth through
CSR funds of the indus-
tries. Later, Vossloh
Beekay Casting Limited
came forward and offered

to provide a laptop for the
youth. Lalit said that a lap-
top is important for his job
as it has a large storage
space. He will work with
the help of the interactive
voice system of the laptop.
On Thursday, the Collector
presented a laptop and
wished him a bright fu-
ture. Additional Collector
Nupur Rashi Panna and
GM (DIC) Simon Ekka
were also present.

Green manure enhances inherent fertility; 
farmer cultivates second crop without fertilizer

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Apr 07: Under the
Rajiv Gandhi Kisan Nyay
Yojana, farmers are being
encouraged for crop diver-
sity. In this sequel, the
farmers of village Matra
have cultivated aromatic
rice in their fields.

The innovative initia-
tives are bearing exciting
results. The joy and excite-
ment is clearly visible on
the face of farmers as they
get better prices for the
crop. The most significant
outcome is that the inher-
ent fertility of the soil has
been enhanced.

The farmers of village
Matra did two types of ex-
periments on their fields.
The first experiment was
organic farming in which
they used green manure.
Just before the rain, they
spread Sunn Seeds (Sunn

Hemp) in the fields.
It grew rapidly with-
in a month. Soon
after the first rains,
the farmers
ploughed and lev-
elled the land. In this
manner, they pre-
pared the best organ-
ic fertilizer. The
farmers then culti-
vated aromatic rice
on this land.

It needs to be men-
tioned here that the
excessive use of
chemical fertilizers
results in deteriora-
tion of immunity of
the crops. Due to this
reason, the farmers had to
use pesticides for protect-
ing the crops. The green
manure eliminated this
problem. The enhanced in-
herent fertility of the soil
not only ensured in-
creased crop yield but also

suppressed the weeds.
The local farmers stated

that the normal paddy pro-
duction range is between
15 to 18 quintals. Under
typical conditions, up to 18
quintals are produced.

Farmer Narayan Prasad

Sahu informed that the
production of aromatic
paddy proved to be a prof-
itable deal. He took two
crops successively without
using fertilizers due to the
increased soil fertility. The
produce was sold at the

rate of Rs 2500 per quintal.
Also, he found local cus-
tomers who were ready to
purchase the rice at Rs 50
per kg. Sahu has also kept
aromatic paddy for his
family consumption. Sahu
stated that the experience

of using organic manure
is wonderful. There is a
great demand for organic
products in the market.

Local Rural Agriculture
Extension Officer
Dipankar Mandal said
that the department pro-

vided sunn seeds to the
farmer. He also took vermi
compost from the society.
Two quintals of extra aro-
matic paddy were cultivat-
ed as compared to produc-
tion by chemical fertiliz-
ers. He informed that the
farmers are very excited
by this experiment and
want to practice the same
in future also.

Senior Agriculture
Extension Officer NP
Ahirwal informed that
with the government's en-
couragement, the farmers
are adopting innovations
and are getting the bene-
fits. This will encourage
crop diversity and organic
farming as well.

The soil health is a very
important factor for a good
crop. If the organic compo-
nent in the soil is 3 percent
to 6 percent, the crop yield
will be good. After the

rapid use of chemical fer-
tilizers, the organic com-
ponent in the soil has de-
creased significantly.
Increased use of chemical
fertilizers can completely
neutralize the fertile po-
tential of the soil.
According to research, the
biological properties in an
orange have reduced by
90% in the last one centu-
ry.

It happened due to the
reduced soil fertility. In
Chhattisgarh, Chief
Minister Bhupesh
Baghel's decision to en-
courage organic farming
will not only reinstate the
soil health, but will also
maintain food security for
the coming generations.
This initiative has become
even more relevant in
view of the emerging
chemical fertilizer crisis
across the country.

Collector provides
laptop to the talented
Divyang

Public Health Department celebrates ‘World Health Day’

162 Gauthans inspected on first day of ‘Gauthan Pahuch’ programme

Scales of pay fixed for BSP employees after wage revision
Bhilai, Apr 07: The NJCS
Sub Committee has fi-
nalised the scales of pay
for the SAIL employees
after the revision of
wages. After stretched dis-
cussion, the unions agreed
for the highest pay scale of
28500 - 107900 for the S-11
grade. The starting grade
S-1 will get a scale of Rs
25070 - 35070.

In the first half of the
meeting of NJCS Sub
Committee of scale and al-
lied issues, the unions
raised the demand to with-
draw all the vindictive sus-
pension and transfer or-
ders immediately.

They demanded to fi-
nalise the issue of
Designation change in
NJCS without any delay.
They also demanded full
arrears and gratuity with-
out any ceiling. The

unions reiterated the de-
mand to renegotiate in
NJCS with special addi-
tional increment and
HRA should be paid as per
govt guideline on revised
basic pay.

Inspite of highest cash
collection and net profit,
management remained re-
luctant to share the profit.
While discussing the issue
of scale, management ini-
tially offered Rs 85,574 as
the end point of S-11. The
union leaders argued that
this amount which will
still lead to stagnation for
majority of the workers.
All the unions stuck to the
demand of Rs 1,15,000 as
the end point.

During discussion of
scale, the unions demand-
ed to ensure 3 percent in-
crement on revised actual
basic pay retrospectively

for all workers. Later the
management placed an
offer of Rs 90,785 as their
last proposal. But all the
trade unions unitedly put
the logic of stagnation and
rejected the proposal.
Under the pressure of
unions, the management
increased the proposal to
Rs 96,314.This offer was
also far short of the de-
mands of the workers'
side. The union leaders
stated that this amount

cannot end the huge per-
petual loss due to various
types of stagnation. This
offer was also rejected by
all the trade unions.
Thereafter the manage-
ment went upto Rs
1,00,000.

The unions refused to
sign the MoU and contin-
ued to bargain firmly. The
unions continued to bar-
gain and finally manage-
ment offered Rs 107900.
The unions unanimously
accepted this offer and
signed the MoU. However,
other issues like full ar-
rears from 1-1-2017, addi-
tional special increment,
ceiling less gratuity and
other vital wage-agree-
ment related issues are
still pending. The unions
opined that wages of con-
tract workers must be set-
tled immediately.

Children play ‘Snakes and Ladders’
to overcome vaccine fear

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  AApprr  0077::  On the occasion
of World Health Day, a unique
vaccination camp was organ-
ized here at Vishwadeep Senior
Secondary School in Durg. With
the help of the snakes and lad-
ders game, efforts were made
to eliminate the vaccine fear of
the children. This camp was or-
ganised with support of JCI and
Samarthan Centre for
Development for the children of
12 to 14 years age group. 300
children were vaccinated in this
camp. All the teachers as well
as the parents participated in
the programme. Team of Urban
Health Mission and Samarthan
gave information to parents
about registration and vaccines.

A selfie zone was created in
the school where the children

took selfies with their parents.
Apart from this, the children
were made aware about Covid
19 through games and activi-
ties. MLA Arun Vora, Mayor
Dheeraj Bakliwal, BMO Urban
RK Khandelwal and DIO BS
Banjare were present as special
guests. Manisha Khilendra
Negi, Roshiva Jain and Urmila
played vital role in organising
the programme. Another health
awareness program at

Panchayat level was organized
by Rajiv Yuva Mitan Club in
Village Teligundra. The mem-
bers of Rajiv Yuva Mitan Club
made the villagers aware of the
prevention of heat stroke.
District Panchayat Vice
President Ashok Sahu said that
due to climate change, human
health is getting adversely af-
fected. The possibilities of vari-
ous diseases are increasing. At
present, keeping in view the

possibility of heatstroke, the
Health Department, Panchayat
Department, Revenue and
Disaster and Relief Department
along with the members of
Rajiv Yuva Mitan Club are doing
commendable work for health
awareness. Health and
Wellness Center Ranitarai RMA
Sushma Mishra apprised the vil-
lagers in detail about the symp-
toms, prevention, first aid at
home, and treatment in health
centers. BMO Dr Ashish Sharma
informed that under the guid-
ance of Collector Durg Dr
Sarveshwar Narendra Bhure,
District Panchayat CEO
Ashwani Dewangan, SDM Vipul
Gupta, CEO Janpad Panchayat
Manish Sahu, awareness pro-
grammes are being run in the
community for prevention of
heat stroke.
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COLOURFUL LIGHTING

The temple of Goddess has been decorated with colourful lights on occasion of ‘Navratri’.

Raipur, Apr 07: Governor
Ms Anusuiya Uikey called
on the Prime Minister,
Narendra Modi, in New
Delhi today. Informing
about the present situation
of the state the Governor
discussed with Prime
Minister various problems
of tribes of Chhattisgarh
and other issues in the
state. She requested for the
implementation of PESA
law in the urban areas
falling under the 5th
Schedule saying that with
the implementation of
PESA law tribes will get
their constitutional rights.

Apart from this, she dis-
cussed about making rules
regarding PESA law for
rural areas. During the dis-
cussion, the Governor ap-
prised the Prime Minister
about the problems of the
tribes. Apprising the
Prime Minister about the
quantitative errors in the
caste names of tribes Ms
Uikey said that it was mak-
ing it difficult for eligible
persons to obtain caste cer-
tificates.

Governor Ms Uikey said
that during her visit to dif-

ferent districts of the state,
she interacted with the
tribes there and got to
know their problems. She
emphasized many deci-
sions regarding the devel-
opment of the tribals of
the state. She requested
that the universities locat-
ed in tribal dominated dis-
tricts should be upgraded
as Central Tribal
University for the benefit
of tribal communities.
During the discussion, Ms
Uikey told that there was
also a need to preserve the
art culture of the tribes of
these areas. For this, she
requested that such tribes
should be researched and
documented so that their

culture can be recognized
throughout the country.

Governor Ms Uikey has
also requested Prime
Minister Modi to give a
special package for proper
development of tribals liv-
ing in Bastar and Surguja
divisions. According to her
special package will help
expand education and
health related facilities in
these areas and youth will
get employment and tribal
community will get better
development.

Ms Uikey also discussed
with the Prime Minister
Modi about the
Anganwadi workers,
Urban Social Workers
(USHA) and ASHA work-
ers of the country and said
that these workers are dili-

gently performing their
work in the rural areas of
the country including the
state. They have been
working continuously
even during the COVID sit-
uation. While appreciating
the work of these workers,
Ms Uikey requested Modi
to increase their honorari-
um. The Governor
thanked Modi for includ-
ing four districts of
Purvanchal of Uttar
P r a d e s h - C h a n d a u l i ,
Kushinagar, Sant Kabir
Nagar, Sant Ravidas Nagar
among the tribal districts.
The Governor Ms Uikey
honored the Prime
Minister with a memento
and shawl.

Governor meets PM, discusses 5th
schedule, PESA law and other issues

Demands special
package for Bastar
and Sarguja divisions

RRaaiippuurr:: Chhattisgarh
Governor Ms Anusuiya Uikey
met Union Home Minister
Amit Shah in New Delhi today.
The Governor held discussion
with Union Home Minister
over Naxal activities and other
problems in Naxal affected
districts of Chhattisgarh. Ms
Uikey said that she visited
various districts of the state.
She informed the Union Home
Minister of the grievances of
the people in tribal and rural
areas of the state.

Ms Uikey discussed with
Shah special package for
Bastar and Sarguja divisions.
According to her special pack-
age would ensure speedy
development of the people in
such areas.

The Governor said that spe-
cial package was needed for
expansion of health services,
promotion of education
among youth in such areas
and providing employment
opportunities to them. The
Governor also honoured the
Union Home Minister Shah
with memento and shawl. The
second part of a book titled
Nai Soch-Nai Pahal, based on
the works of Governor was
also presented to Union Home
Minister.

Guv discusses Naxalism, other issues with Union HM
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Raipur, Apr 07: The spe-
cial mental health unit
has started functioning
in Government
Ayurvedic Colleges in
Raipur and Bilaspur
every Friday from April
1, 2022. Special mental

health OPD will be or-
ganized at Government
Ayurvedic College
Hospital located in
Raipur and Bilaspur on
April 08, like last Friday.

Dr. Vijay Sahu,
Assistant Director,
Directorate of AYUSH
said that in the special
OPD will be organized
every Friday, people suf-
fering from mental
health issues would be
provided free of cost
guidance, suitable treat-
ment and healthy

lifestyle through
Ayurveda.

Panchkarma services
will also be provided to
these patients as per the
requirement. He said
that the initiative has
been started in
Government Ayurvedic
College Hospital, Raipur
and Bilaspur from last
Friday i.e. on April 01.
Free-of-cost guidance and
treatment was provided
to people suffering from
mental health issues in
this special OPD.

Special Mental Health OPD to be organized 
In Raipur and
Bilaspur Ayurvedic
College Hospital
every Friday

Raipur, Apr 07: On the
occasion of Ram Navami,
a state level singing com-
petition of Ramayana
Troupes has been organ-
ized  from 8 to 10 April at
Shivrinarayan, a famous
pilgrimage site in Janjgir-
Champa district. On this
occasion, Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel will at-
tend the closing ceremony
of the competition and

will inaugurate various
development works under
Ram Van Gaman tourism
circuit. During the compe-
tition, eminent artists of
the country and the state
will also perform Manas
singing.

According to the infor-
mation received from the
Department of Culture, in
this three-day event, the
vocal nightingale of
C h h a t t i s g a r h ,
Padmashree Mamta
Chandrakar will perform
on April 8. Mumbai’s fa-
mous playback singer
Anuradha Paudwal will
perform on April 9. Jas
Geet Samrat Dilip
Shadangi, alumni of
Music University
Khairagarh will perform
on April 10. A dance
drama and hymn based on

the Ram-Shabri episode
will be presented by
Samrat Padmashree Anup
Jalota.

In the state level Manas
singing competition being
organized in
Shivrinarayan, about 350
artists from selected
Manas circles of 25 dis-
tricts will give their per-
formances in the state
level competition on 8-9
and 10 April. At the con-
clusion of the competi-
tion, on April 10, Chief
Minister Mr. Baghel will
give prizes to the
Ramayana troupes that
come first three places in
the competition. The first
prize will be given for Rs 5
lakh, the second prize will
be given for Rs 3 lakh and
the third prize will be Rs 2
lakh.

CM Baghel to attend the closing
ceremony of Shivrinarayan

Eminent national
and regional artists
to perform in the
ceremony

Competition will be
arranged for Manas
Singing for
Ramayana troupes
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Raipur, Apr 07:
Madhya Pradesh Chief
Minister Shivraj Singh
will be on day-long visit
to Chhattisgarh on
Friday to campaign in
favour of the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) can-
didate Komal Janghel in
the Khairagarh by-elec-
tions scheduled to be
held on April 12.

According to the infor-
mation received, Shivraj
Singh Chouhan would
be arriving at Raipur
Airport on Friday after-
noon. He would reach
Khairagarh in
Helicopter from Airport.
As per the scheduled de-
clared, the MP Chief

Minister Chouhan
would be addressing
public meeting at
Salhevara Khairagarh
and at village
Kopebhanta before re-
turning back to Bhopal
in the evening.

BJP has speeded up
the campaign for the
Khairagarh by-elections.
After Prahlad Patel and
Faggan Singh Kulaste,
the Chief Minister
Shivraj Singh Chouhan
is the third senior leader
from neighbouring
Madhya Pradesh to cam-
paign for Khairagarh by-
elections to woo the elec-
toral, particularly, the
voters from Other
Backward Communities
in the region.

Shivraj to campaign in
Khairagarh today

RRaaiippuurr,,  AApprr  0077::    Commercial
Tax (Registration) Department
saw a record revenue collec-
tion of Rs 1955 crore 95 lakhs in
the year 2021-22. There has
been an increase of 23.06 per
cent in revenue collection as
compared to the previous year.
Similarly, there has been an
increase of 12.43 per cent in
the number of registered docu-
ments as compared to the pre-

vious year.
The Chhattisgarh govern-

ment under the leadership of
Chief Minister Bhupesh Baghel
has decided to provide special
relaxation in the registration
rules. Under this, the depart-
ment has given a rebate of 02
per cent in the registration fee
on the documents related to
the sale of residential houses
up to Rs 75 lakh, which came
into effect from August 2019.
Similarly, the guideline rates of
land were reduced by 30 per
cent from July 2019. In this
year, a total of 40 per cent
reduction was done in urban
bodies by giving an additional
10 per cent exemption.
Meanwhile, the ban on the sale
of small plots was also lifted. A
positive environment was cre-
ated by these steps taken by
the state government. This has
resulted in an increase in pur-

chase and sale of land than
before, thereby increasing the
revenue received by the gov-
ernment.

Inspector General of
Registration and
Superintendent Ms. Iffat Ara
informed that revenue collec-
tion of Rs 1113.16 crore was
recorded in the year 2018-19,
Rs 1640.66 crore in the year
2019-20, and Rs 1589.42 crore
in the year 2020-2021. Record
revenue collection of Rs
1955.95 crore was witnessed in
this year (2021-2022).
Compared to the target fixed,
108 per cent revenue collection
has been received. Similarly,
over 2.01 lakh documents were
registered in the year 2018-19,
2.20 lakh in the year 2019-20
and 2.66 lakh in the year 2020-
21. As many as 2.99 lakh docu-
ments were registered in the
financial year 2021-22.

Commercial Tax (Registration) Department
saw record revenue collection 

Of Rs 1955.95 cr in
the year 2021-22

23.06% increase as
compared to last
year

Positive environ-
ment created by the
steps taken by the
government

Raipur, Apr 07: Principal
Secretary School Education
Dr. Alok Shukla reviewed
the schemes run by the
School Education
Department in Mantralaya
on Thursday. He instructed
the District Education
Officers to fill up the posts of
principals and teachers in
Swami Atmanand excellent
English and Hindi medium
schools at the earliest. Dr.
Shukla said that proposals
for posting in schools with-
out teachers should be sent
by April 11. In the meeting,
the District Education
Officers were directed that
Swami Atmanand should
have the principals and
English medium teachers in
English medium schools,
Hindi medium teachers for
Hindi subject for the English
medium schools and Hindi
medium schools starting
from the upcoming academ-
ic session. He instructed that
the recruitment of the posts
of principal and teachers
should be done soon. He said
that the posts of teachers
should not remain vacant in
these schools. The officers of
the Education Department
should ensure the fulfill-
ment of these posts with mu-
tual coordination. The posts
of Hindi medium teachers
in English medium schools
are the same as those pro-
posed by the District
Education Officers. If you
want any other position, you
can offer. Principal
Secretary School Education
directed the officers not to

engage teachers. Wherever
they get their salary, they
will work there. He said that
these schools are being run
by a committee headed by
the Collector. He asked to
send proposals for filling up
the posts of principals in
Swami Atmanand Hindi
medium schools by April 11
and proposals of teachers by
April 18. These posts should
be filled by the last week of
this month so that the prin-
cipals can be trained in the
coming month. He directed
the State Council of
Educational Research and
Training to prepare for the
training of the principals
and teachers of these
schools. Information related
to these schools should be
kept updated in the portal.
Principal Secretary School
Education Dr. Shukla said
that in the same way, the pro-
posals for posting in teacher
less schools should be sent
by April 11. He asked the
District Education Officers
to take necessary action on
the complaint of increase of
more than 8 percent fee by

private schools against the
rules. The officials of the
Education Department in-
spect the schools.
Monitoring of schemes
should be done on the basis
of department’s portal. He
said that under the Right to
Education, private schools
should be verified and paid
according to their eligibility.
The District Education
Officer should ensure that
the child who is being paid is
eligible and is studying in
the school. For this, take out
the school wise list of chil-
dren from the portal and do
100% physical verification
within two weeks. If irregu-
larities are found, recovery
action should be taken
against the concerned insti-
tution.

Secretary School
Education Dr. Kamalpreet
Singh, Joint Secretary
School Education Mr. Rajesh
Singh Rana, Director Public
Education Mr. Sunil Jain
and all the Divisional Joint
Directors and District
Education Officers were
present in the meeting.

Fill the posts of principals, teachers in Swami
Atmanand schools soon: Dr Alok Shukla
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Raipur, Apr 07: The
Mahila Chamber of

Chhattisgarh Chamber of
Commerce and Industries
informed that donated 11
beds to help patients at Dr.
Bhimrao Ambedkar
Hospital, Raipur.

Mahila Chamber
thanked Dr. Meera Baghel,
Chief District Medical
Officer, Raipur (CMHO)

and Dr. Netam  for sharing
the problem with the
women’s chamber in the
hospital. Women’s
Chamber President Mrs.
Madhu Arora thanked
Narendra Harchandani
for the cooperation and ex-
pressed gratitude to all the
members of the Mahila
Chamber team for giving
their valuable time. On
this occasion, Women
Chamber Patron Mrs.
Abha Mishra, President
Mrs. Madhu Arora,
General Secretary, Pinky
Agarwal, Vice President-
Neelam Diwakirti, Hemal
Shah, Sakshi Bajaj,
Secretary Soma Ghosh,
Media In-charge Indira
Jain and Ritu Salot were
prominently present.

Women’s Chamber donates 11 beds for patients

At Dr Bhimrao
Ambedkar Hospital
Raipur
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Raipur, Apr 07:
Chhattisgarh Table
Tennis Association
(CTTA) and Rajdhani
Table Tennis Association
(RTTA) jointly organized
World Table Tennis Day
function on Thursday
evening to honour the
senior players including
those who represented
Chhattisgarh at National
Tournaments. Office-
bearers also celebrated
the Day by cutting Cake
and releasing the
Souvenir in the form of
News Letter related with
activities held in the year

2021-22.
Providing the above in-

formation in a statement
issued here, the CTTA
Secretary Vinay
Baiswade said that
Raipur North MLA and
Chhattisgarh Housing

Board Chairman Kuldeep
Juneja was chief guest of
the event whereas CTTA
President Sharad Shukla
presided over the func-
tion.

Senior players Giriraj
Bagdi, Pradeep Janwade,

Vimal Nair, Harish
Pandey, Pradeep
Dasgupta and Renuka
Subba were felicitated for
their outstanding contri-
bution to the Table
Tennis over the years.

Similarly, Dr Malvika
Chatterjee, Dr Viplov
Chatterjee and Deepshri
Solanki were felicitated
with memento for their
contribution in the
Educational Sector apart
from Table Tennis.

National Table Tennis
tournament players
Sagar Ghatge, Rajiv Sahu,
Shlok Soni, Abhishek
Raj, Surabhi Modi, Shilpi
Ghosh in senior category

and Ramji Kumar, Vishal
Decate, Karan Malhotora,
Pranay Chouhan, Arjun
Malhotra, Andrew T
Williams, Yashwant
Decate, Chahak Kataria,
Haritima Agrawal, Vihan
Agrawal and Lavanya
Pandet were honoured for
their outstanding per-
formance in Junior cate-
gory.

Mayor-in-Council mem-
ber Akash Tiwari, CTTA
Secretary Vinay
Baiswade and Treasurer
Harjit Hura were also
present whereas Joint
Vice President Shakil
Sajid conducted the pro-
ceedings.

Players felicitated on World TT Day

Raipur, Apr
07: Newly-
a p p o i n t e d
R e g i o n a l
Director of
R e s e r v e
Bank of
India, Raipur
Mrs. Reeni
Ajeet paid
c o u r t e s y
visit to Chief
M i n i s t e r
B h u p e s h
Baghel at his
official residence here on
Thursday. On the occasion,
RBI Raipur DGM SM

Mishra, SGM SP Soni and
Manager Naveen Tiwari
were also present.

Newly-appointed
Regional Director of RBI
Raipur pays visit to CM
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COOL DIP

Children are taking a dive into a pond to beat the scorching heat here on Thursday.
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Rajnandgaon, Apr 07:
Union minister Prahlad
Singh Patel on Wednesday
hit out at the Bhupesh
Baghel-led Congress gov-
ernment in Chhattisgarh,
alleging that it has not
done anything in the
three-and-a-half years of
its rule on the basis of
which it can seek votes in
Khairagarh bypoll.

Khairagarh assembly
seat in state’s
Rajnandgaon district,
which fell vacant in
November last year follow-
ing the death of Janata
Congress Chhattisgarh (J)
MLA Devvrat Singh, will
witness a by-election on
April 12. Patel, a BJP MP
from neighbouring
Madhya Pradesh, on
Wednesday launched his

two-day campaign for the
party’s candidate, Komal
Janghel, who is contesting
the bypoll. The Congress
has fielded its Khairagarh
block unit chief Yashoda
Verma, while Narendra
Soni is the JCC (J) candi-
date. Talking to reporters
on the sidelines of his
campaign in Amlidihkala
village, the food process-

ing industries minister
said, the bypoll will deter-
mine the scale of the fail-
ures of the Congress gov-
ernment in the state.

Exuding confidence
over the victory of BJP’s
nominee, he said, “We will
do a better job like a
‘chowkidar’ (watchman).
We will expose the
hypocrisy of Congress. In
the last three-and-a-half
years, Congress has done
nothing on the basis of
which it can seek votes.”

Slamming the Congress
for its bypoll promise of
declaring Khairagarh as
district if it wins, Patel
said, “Who had stopped
Baghel earlier from mak-
ing it a district...There is
no objection in making
Khairagarh a district.
Congress has made this
promise out of fear.”

Over a query on
Congress leaders’ claims
that farmers who are get-
ting Rs 2,500 per quintal on
selling their paddy could
get Rs 2,800 per quintal in
the coming days, he said,
“I feel that Congress in-
tends to turn the state
bankrupt. If they wanted
to spend money, then we
have allocated funds under
the Jal Jeevan Mission “

Patel attended the
party’s programme in
Amlidihkala and then
campaigned in Pipariya
area before addressing a
rally in Udaipur in
Chhuikhadan area.

Besides, Union Minister
of State for Steel and
Rural Development
Faggan Singh Kulaste also
campaigned in
Khairagarh for the party
candidate on Wednesday.

Meanwhile, former
chief minister and BJP
national vice president
Raman Singh Singh re-
leased a 26-point
‘chargesheet’ against the
ruling Congress, accusing
it of failing on all fronts.

Singh also released a
separate document which
mentions 36 development
works done by the previ-
ous BJP government in
Khairagarh area.

Reacting to Patel’s re-
marks on paddy procure-
ment, state Congress
spokesperson Dhananjay
Singh Thakur said his
statement shows the anti-
farmers face of the BJP.

“Why can’t BJP tolerate
if farmers get good re-
turns for their produce,”
Thakur said and demand-
ed an apology from BJP
for Patel’s statement.

Cong govt has not done anything for state: Patel
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Raipur, Apr 07: A delega-
tion led by William
Farwerda, Chief
Executive Officer of
Commonland Foundation,
a global organization of
the Netherlands, working
for the betterment of the
environment and the
livelihood of tribals, paid
courtesy call on Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
at his residence office
today. Commonland
Foundation has selected
two Baiga-dominated
gram panchayats

Dholbajja and
Shambhupipar of Bodla
development block of
Kabeerdham district of
Chhattisgarh as pilot proj-
ect. Under this project, the
organization is working
with the tribal people for
their traditional knowl-
edge, convergence of vari-
ous schemes and using
modern technology for en-
vironment conservation
and development of
means of livelihood of the
tribal community.

Chief Minister Baghel
had a detailed discussion
with Mr. William about the
schemes related to envi-
ronment conservation,
mitigating the ill-effects of

climate change and re-
garding the livelihood of
tribal community in the
state. During the discus-
sion, Chief Minister
Baghel informed him
about Narva, Garva,
Ghurua, Bari program,
Godhan Nyay Yojana and
Chief Minister’s Tree
Plantation Promotion
Scheme being run under
Suraji Gaon Yojana in the
state. Chief Minister said
that these schemes have
created employment for
local people and have also
proven to be beneficial for
the environment.

In order to provide prof-
itable means of livelihood
to the tribal community,

Chief Minister suggested
promoting commercial
production of climate-
friendly fruits and starting
their processing in the
Gram Panchayats selected
by Commonland
Foundation. He said that
different gardens should
be developed for different
fruits suited to the local
climate and simultaneous-
ly arrangements should be
made for processing of
these fruits. Besides, nurs-
ery of fruit plants should
also be developed nearby,
as the fruits grown here
will not only improve the
nutritional status of the
tribals, but will also pro-
vide a good source of in-
come from the sale of
fruits and processed fruit
products. On this occa-
sion, Lawrence, Director
of Commonland
Foundation, Harma,
Sushil of Delhi, Aditya,
Manjeet Kaur Bal of
Foundation for Ecological
Security and Ms
Shubhangi from Samarth
Sanstha were present.

Delegation from Commonland Foundation pays courtesy call on CM
It is working on a
pilot project in two
Baiga-populated
gram panchayats

Detailed discus-
sions held on issues
related to environ-
mental protection
and livelihood of
tribals
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Raipur, Apr 07: Urban
Administration and
Development Department
has commenced the imme-

diate implementation of
Chief Minister’s an-
nouncement for sanction
of Rs.5 crore and Rs.3
crore respectively to all
the municipalities and
nagar panchayats.
Recommending the afore-
mentioned financial sanc-
tion, Urban
Administration and
Development Department
have directed the munici-
palties and nagar pan-
chayats to send proposals
for the works to be done
under this item within 15
days via a special carrier.
It is noteworthy that this
announcement was made
by Chief Minister Mr.
Baghel on March 31. In the
same sequence, at the
meeting of the Finance
Committee held on April
4, Urban Administration
Department recommend-
ed the allotment of Rs 5

crores for municipal
councils and Rs 3 crore
for nagar panchayats
under the infrastructure
development head in fi-
nancial year 2021-22.

Urban Administration
and Development
Department has directed
all the municipalities and
nagar panchayats except
the urban bodies of
Rajnandgaon district to
send their proposals via
special carrier. In the let-
ter sent by the Urban
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n
Department to the Chief
Executive Officers in this
regard, instruction has
been given to include the
works to be done as per
the announcement of the
Chief Minister,
Departmental Minister in
the proposal for the works
of infrastructure develop-
ment, besides the propos-

al for road repair, mainte-
nance, new road con-
struction, drainage sys-
tem, construction of
bridges and culverts, con-
struction of roads, drains
under the head of infra-
structure in deprived
areas, proposals for distri-
bution of drinking water
through pipelines in de-
prived areas, proposals
for 30 percent amount of
works in scheduled caste,
scheduled tribe areas and
street lights proposals.
Chief executive officers
have been directed to
send technical approval
regarding proposals, reso-
lution of PIC, council and
photographs of the pro-
posed sites for work with-
in 15 days to the
Directorate of Urban
Administration and
Development Department
through special carrier.

Urban Adm deptt  commences 
implementation of CM’s announcement

Sanction of Rs 5 cr
to municipalities
and Rs 3 cr to Nagar
panchayats under
the head of infra-
structure develop-
ment recommended

Approval given for
FY 2021-22

Municipalities and
nagar panchayats
directed to send
proposals via spe-
cial carriers within
15 days

Raipur, Apr 07:
Chhattisgarh has its own
identity in the world as the
‘maternal home of Lord
Ram’. During his exile peri-
od, Lord Shri Ram spent a
significant amount of time
here. On the initiative of
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel, Chhattisgarh
Government is developing
important locations on Ram
Van Gaman Path as major
tourist spots in an effort to
ensure that Chhattisgarh
will emerge as a global
tourist destination.

It is believed that Mata
Sita and Lakshmana spent
12 years in Chhattisgarh
with Lord Shri Ram. As
many as 75 places where
Lord Rama has visited, has
been identified in
Chhattisgarh and a target
has been set to develop them
according to global tourism
standards. In the first phase,
work is progress to develop
9 places from Korea to
Sukma having a length of
about 2260 km. From Korea
district to Sukma, one will
be able to see and hear sto-
ries related to the exile of
Lord Shri Ram along with
gathering information

about places of pilgrimage
and tourism. The 9 sites
being developed in the first
phase include Sitamarhi
Harchoka (Korea),
Ramgarh (Surguja),
Shivrinarayan (Janjgir-
Champa), Turturiya
(Balodabazar), Chandkuri
(Raipur), Rajim
(Gariyaband), Sihawa
Saptarishi Ashram
(Dhamtari), Jagdalpur
(Bastar) and Ramaram
(Sukma). The work of de-
velopment of tourism in
these areas is going on as
per the instructions of
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel at a cost of about Rs
133 crore 55 lakh. This will
not only promote rural
tourism in state but also
boost global opportunities
in the tourism sector. Along
with increasing employ-
ment opportunities in
tourism, the initiate will
strengthen rural    economy
of state.

On the auspicious occa-
sion of Ram Navami Chief
Minister will inaugurate
the project works of Shri
Ram Van Gaman Tourism
Circuit at Shivrinarayan
Dham on April 10. On this

occasion, along with the em-
inent artists of the country,
cultural presentations will
be showcased by the emi-
nent artists of Chhattisgarh
in a three-day grand event
to be held at Shivrinarayan.
Nearly, 350 artists of ‘Manas
Mandalis’ of 25 selected dis-
tricts will give their presen-
tations in the state level
competition to be held from
April 8 to April 10 in
Shivrinarayan. Ram
Vanagaman tourism circuit
Shivrinarayan will be com-
menced on April 8 by
Mahant Dr. Ramsunder
Das, Chairman
Chhattisgarh State Cow
Service Commission. On
April 9, Speaker of the
Assembly Dr. Charandas
Mahant will be present in
Shivrinarayan Mahotsav as
the chief guest. Ram
Vanagaman tourism circuit
Shivrinarayan will con-
clude on April 10 in the pres-
ence of Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel as chief
guest. Tourism Minister Mr.
Tamradhwaj Sahu and
other distinguished digni-
taries will also be present
along with the Chief
Minister.

Konta, Apr 07: The ad-
ministration is now reach-
ing the doorsteps of the
villagers and listening to
their problems and de-
mands. Through the
‘Jansamsya’ camp, the vil-
lagers are giving their de-
mands and problems to
the departmental officers.
In these camps, along with
the departmental officers
themselves, the concerned
SDM, Tehisaldar and
Janpad Panchayat CEO
are getting acquainted
with the people and get-
ting aware of their prob-
lems. Taking quick action
on many of these cases,
they are being resolved on

the camp day itself. In
this sequence, Jansamsya
camps were organized in
all the three blocks of
Sukma district in which
hundreds of villagers sub-
mitted applications.

Caste certificate distri-
bution and ayushman reg-
istration in Injaram camp

Apart from receiving
the applications, the offi-
cials distributed caste cer-
tificates to 14 school stu-
dents at the Jansamsya
Shivir organized at village
Injaram in Konta block.
The children received
their caste certificates
from the hands of the peo-
ple’s representatives of

the area. Along with this,
Ayushman card registra-
tion of 15 villagers was
also done. District CEO
Konta Kailash Kashyap
told that the villagers of
Dhondhara, Banda,
Injaram, Mulakisoli and
Kotacheru Gram
Panchayats participated
in the Injaram camp. A
total of 150 applications
were received in the camp,
out of which 84 were re-
solved promptly.

There is an appeal to all
the common people, vil-
lagers, citizens to attend
the camp in maximum
numbers and keep their
problems.

Officials listen to problems
at public redressal camp

Central Chronicle News

Bilaspur, Apr 07:
Quashing a family court’s
order that granted custody
of a child to the father, the
Chhattisgarh High Court
has observed that if a
woman “does not squeeze
into the mould” as per the
desire of her husband, it
does not become a decisive
factor for her to lose the
custody of their child.

A division bench of
Justices Goutam Bhaduri

and Sanjay S Agarwal,
while delivering the judge-
ment in a case related to
the custody of a 14-year-
old boy, also said the char-
acter certificate by the so-
ciety’s few members with
“ostrich mindset” should
not be allowed to decide
the character of a woman.

The judgement, which
was passed on March 28,
was uploaded on the high
court’s website on Monday,
according to which the
custody of the child was
granted to his mother, the
woman’s lawyer Sunil
Sahu said on Wednesday.

The couple had got mar-

ried in 2007 and their son
was born in December the
same year. They got di-
vorce with mutual consent
in 2013, following which
the custody of the child
was given to his mother, a
resident of Mahasamund
district, he said.

“In 2014, the woman’s
husband, who hails from
Raipur district, filed an
application in
Mahasamund district
family court seeking the
custody of the child on
the ground that the
woman is in company of
different male and used to
travel along with other

male member and her at-
tire was not befitting to
which would reflect that
she had lost her chastity.
The man also said, if the
child is kept in her cus-
tody, there would be an ill
effect on his mind,” Sahu
said.

The family court in 2016
had handed over the cus-
tody of the child to his fa-
ther, he said.

The woman then chal-
lenged the family court’s
order citing it was passed
only on the basis of pre-
sumption, which requires
interference.

Setting aside the family

court’s order, the high
court said, “...The evi-
dence on behalf of father,
it appears that the wit-
nesses have stated accord-
ing to their own opinion
and thought. If the lady is
required to do a job that
too in the field for her
livelihood, naturally she
would be required to
move from one place to
other and only because of
the fact that she is re-
quired to rub her shoul-
der with public at large or
male i.e. to accompany
them in the car, there can-
not be an inference that
she has lost her chastity.”

“Only bald oral state-
ment is made that she is
addicted to consume
liquor and smoke, etc. It is
important to set a red line
when the attack is made
to assassinate the charac-
ter of the lady. The state-
ment of witnesses of
plaintiff would show that
they are largely influ-
enced by attire of women
as she wears jeans and T-
shirt along with the fact
that she is marching
along with male members
of society,” it said.

We are afraid that if
such ill-conceived exer-
cise is given a spotlight,

then to protect the right
and freedom of women
would be a long arduous
battle. If the wife does not
squeeze into the mould as
per desire of husband, it
would not be a decisive
factor to lose custody of
the child by her, the high
court observed.

“By attacking the char-
acter of the wife to im-
press upon that it would
have an adverse impact on
the mind of the child, the
degree of nature of evi-
dence should have been
much more and severe to
hold that continuous a
kind of behaviour of wife

would be detrimental to
the interest of child. The
character certificate by
few of the society mem-
bers, who might have os-
trich mind set, should not
be allowed to decide the
character of a woman and
to draw an inference
while deciding the cus-
tody of the child that be-
cause of the behaviour of
mother it would have an
adverse impact on the
mind of the child,” it said.

The high court also
granted visitation and
contact rights to the fa-
ther and issued directions
in this regard.

HC gives verdict in favour of woman for child’s custody 
Quashes family
court’s order

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Apr 07: As part
of ‘Saraswati Cycle
Yojana’, 44 girls of Class
IX studying in Shri
Gujarati Hindi Medium
Higher Secondary School
received bicycles. These
bicycles were given by
SGSS secretary duo Tulsi
Das Patel and Ashok
Bhai Patel. In his speech
secretary Tulsi Das Patel
while making aware of
the beneficiaries about
the government schemes
asked the girls to study

with full concentration
and reach school every
day on time.

On this occasion Shri
Gujarati Higher
Secondary School
Principal Anis Memon,
Shri Gujarati English
Medium Principal Dr
Shailesh Sharma,
Primary School HM
Prakash Patel, SGSS
Registrar Ashok Jachak,
Administrator V K
Mishra, other teachers
and beneficiary girls, in-
forms release issued by
Anis Memon Principal.

Bicycle distribution at
Shri Gujarati School

Ch’garh Govt making consistent efforts
to put state on world tourism map
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Nagari Sihawa, Apr 07: 

With the blessings of
Maa Danteshwari on the
auspicious occasion of
Navratri, thousands of
MGNREGA employees of
the state started indefinite
strike in Ravan Bhatha
ground here.

As per information, the
regularization promised
in the public manifesto of
the Congress government,
which has not been ful-
filled till date, is being ve-
hemently opposed by all
MGNREGA workers. At
the end of 2021-22, 54 lakh
92 thousand 693 workers of
28 lakh 48 thousand 792
families in the state were
provided employment by
MNREGA scheme on de-
mand basis.

Meanwhile due to the
strike of Chhattisgarh

MNREGA Employees
Federation which started
from April 4, employment
crisis has arisen in front of
these 54 lakh 92 thousand
693 workers. The state gov-
ernment has 9 thousand
364 gauthans in the state
under Narwa, Garuwa,

Ghuruwa, Bari, Yojana,
where the important re-
sponsibility of conducting
the activities is on the
shoulders of the village
employment assistants,
but the gauthans are on
verge of collapse due to
the strike.

MGNREGA workers are
bound to carry out indefi-
nite agitation for their de-
mands for implementation
of the 1966 Act by fixing
the pay scale of employ-
ment assistants including
their regularization. The
MGNREGA union has al-
leged that even after more
than 3 years have elapsed
since the update, no regu-
larization action is being
taken by the government.
The indefinite agitating
MGNREGA officials and
employees said that the
government should seri-
ously consider their de-
mands and give the gift of
regularization as soon as
possible, or they will be
compelled to carry out vio-
lent agitation, for which
the entire responsibility
will be with the govern-
ment.

MGNREGA officials and
employees on long strike

Takathpur, Apr 07:

‘There are many a tal-
ented and capable per-
sons from ‘Sanadhya
Kurmi Samaj’, who have
paid special attention to-
wards social unity, apart
from health and educa-
tion as well. The Samaj
always surging ahead
with public awareness
has many sitting in im-
portant government
posts.’ The above are the
words of PCC secy.
Ashish Singh Thakur
while speaking as chief
guest at the dedication of
Mangal Bhavan of
‘Sanadhya Kurmi
Kshatriya Samaj’
(SKKS). AS Thakur said
that this building will
definitely mark its posi-
tion in Takathpur. He

also assured the people
present about fulfilling
of expectations of peo-
ple related to construc-
tion of boundary wall,
entrance gate and other
construction work.

This programme was
chaired by SKKS
Chotelal Kaushik.
Special guest on the oc-
casion was Treasurer
SKKS Chandraprakash

Sanadya, Nagar
Panchayat Chairperson
Pushpamunna Sriwas,
V-P Vandanabala Singh
and other corporators.
In the beginning of the
programme, ‘Vastupuja’
and ‘Grih Pravesh’ puja
was held and after which
the Secretary PCC
Ashish Singh Thakur
handed over the building
to the President. General

Secy Manharan Sharma
gave the welcome speech
and apprised about the
construction work on
‘Samajik Paitrik’ land.

President SKKS
Chotelal Kaushik in his
addresed said that SKKS
is known for its special-
ties not only in
Chhattisgarh, but in
other states as well. The
Samaj is well-ahead in
the field of politics, cul-
ture, education, econom-
ically and socially strong
and united. There is long
list of political leaders,
be it that of state or na-
tional level. There is res-
idence of people from
SKKS in around 100 vil-
lages in the state. Every
citizen of the Society is
honoured to be a part of
it and many persons in
the field of engineering,
doctors, teacher, Police
administration are
working, as aside the ad-
ministrative works as
well.

People from SKKS are talented, capable: Ashish
 Dedicates 

social building of
SKKS of Samaj

Dhamdha, Apr 07:

A training in fish farm-
ing in ponds concluded
under the guidance of V-C
Fisheries Polytechnic,
Rajpur (Dhamdha) Dr NP
Dakshinkar here on April
4. This Polytechnic is func-
tioning under the Dau
Shri Vasudev Chandrakar
K a m d h e n u
Vishwavidyalaya, Durg.
Training to 25 women
from a Self-Help Group
(SHG) of Gouthan Rajpur
adopted by this Fisheries
Polytechnic, Rajpur
(Dhamdha) were imparted
training at Gram
Panchayat Rajpur bhavan
in fish farming.

Dr N Sarang, Principal
and senior scientist
Fisheries Polytechnic,
Rajpur (Dhamdha) in-
formed that in ponds there

is generally fish farming
of species ‘Katala’, ‘Rohu’
and ‘Mrigul’ done. In this
‘Katala’ species of fishes
live on the surface of the
pond and ‘Rohu’ in the
middle of the pond and
‘Mrigul’ in the bottom of
the pond and likewise they
take feed from the food
available in that surface. It
is only upon the need that
the fishes need to be given
additional supplements
viz. ‘Sarson ki Bhusi’,
‘Chawal ki Bhusi’,
‘Chokar’ (Gehu ki Bhusi),
‘Mungfalli ki Khali’ and

others. The Scientist
Fisheries Polytechnic
Rajpur Dhamdha
Rohitash Yadav in the
training informed that as
to how fish farming is
done in the ponds and
what all precautions
should be taken in the
pond. Kashti Prerna,
Adhoc teacher informed
that first the water hy-
acinth and other type of
plants in the pond should
be removed and using a
net, the insects should also
be removed. Another
Adhoc teacher Devati gave

information on how to
check the quality stan-
dards of water in the pond
and also about the collec-
tion of fishes and siez, viz.
‘Jeera’, ‘Pouna’, ‘Angulika’
should be immersed in the
pond during morning
hours, as the morning
temperature is favourable
and there is no tension
among fishes and it re-
duces their mortality rate.
Omkar Sahu, Adhoc
teacher informed about
different species of fishes
and Umar Ratre informed
as to why women should
come forward in this field
of fish farming and should
motivate others to do so.
Tameshwar Adhoc
teacher gave information
about different types of
products of fishes. On this
occasion Vaibhav
Chourasiya, regional ex-
pansion officer, Gutam
Khute Nodal Officer
Gouthan and Netam and
other citizens of the vil-
lage were present.

25 women from SGH imparted training in fish farming
 By Fisheries

Polytechnic, Rajpur
Dhamdha

Konta, Apr 07: 

People used to think
many times to go to
Naxal affected area like
Jagargunda under Konta
block of Sukma district.
But today a person is
standing in such a place
and is getting construc-
tion work done for the

service of the public.
IPS Sunil Sharma of
Sukma district is com-
mendable.

Seeing this road con-
struction work of Sukma
district’s SP Sunil
Sharma, the public ex-
pressed their gratitude
and thanked them whole-
heartedly.

SP supervises road
construction work

Sheorinarayan, Apr 07: 

As part of Ram Wan
Gaman Paripath, three
day state level Ram
Charit Manas singing
competition will start
from April 08 and in the
concluding day on April
10, Chief Minister will
take part in this conclud-
ing day function. Chief
Minister  will lay stone
and dedicate many devel-
opment works and take
part in Ganga Aarti to be
organized by Mahant
Ram Sunder Das.

CM to attend different 
programs in Shorinarayan 

Koriya, April 07:  

Under the guidance of
Collector Kuldeep
Sharma, for resolving
revenue matters and lis-
tening to the demands
and problems related to
public interest, the dis-
trict administration is
reaching out to the com-
mon people through the
solution ‘Tuhar Duar’
camp at the panchayat
level.

A Google sheet has
been prepared for the
smooth operation and on-
line monitoring of drink-
ing water, electricity sys-
tem, where the CEO will
register the district prob-
lem and the department
will solve it. In the weekly
time limit meeting, the
Collector reviewed and
reviewed the resolution
by asking for the register
prepared for the mainte-
nance of the applications
received in the camp from
the panchayats. In the
meeting itself, the collec-

tor spoke to Dharamjit
Singh of Keshagwan
Gram Panchayat through
phone and inquired about
the acceptance of the pen-
sion case application.

The Collector said that
the beneficiary must be
informed about the dis-
posal of the applications
or the necessary action
and procedure so that
there is no doubt about
the disposal of the appli-
cation. It is noteworthy
that so far 753 applica-

tions for pension have
been received in the
camp, out of which 431
cases have been approved.

In the meeting, the
Collector also inquired
from the Public Health
Engineering Department
about the progress of
hand pump improvement
work for the provision of
drinking water. EE PHE
said that 268 hand pumps
have been improved in
the last one week. The
Collector himself con-

firmed the completion of
handpump improvement
work in Gram Panchayat
Chhindiya with the
Secretary on the call.
Collector gave strict in-
structions to CEO,
Janpad Panchayat and
PHE department to com-
plete all hand pump im-
provements within the
deadline of April 15. He
said that proper arrange-
ment should also be made
in the supply of drinking
water from solar energy.

‘Tuhar Duar’ camps calls on resolution of public apathyYouth found
hanging

Dhamtari, Apr 07:
Death of a young man,
who went to pick up
Mahua, was reported
here in the region.
According to the po-
lice, Ravi Kumar
Markam (26), a resident
of village Vapathra
Barpani, father
Santosh Markam had
gone to collect Mahua
on Sunday morning.
After failing to return
he was searched and
his body was found
hanging on a tree.
Meanwhile the police
was informed and after
the Panchnama action,
the Rudri police sent
the dead body to the
district for post-
m o r t e m . I n c h a r g e
Dr.Utkarsh Nanda said
that being a suspicious
case of death, post-
mortem will be done,
for further investiga-
tion.

JJaaggddaallppuurr,,  AApprr  0077:: Police has
recovered huge quantity of
banned cough syrup worth Rs
16000 from Gulam Mustafa Raja
alias Karri (47), S/o Shekh
Mahmud, R/o Hatkachora here
on Wednesday. A case under sec-
tion 21 of NDPS Act has been
filed against him and he was pro-
duced in the court and from there
he was sent to jail. It is notable-
here that it is right since two
decades that Jagdalpur city is
facing problems related to use of
banned cough syrup and psy-
chotropic drugs and with this
many a youth are falling prey to it
and have lost their life becoming
addict. Jagdalpur Police was reg-

ularly getting information that
this person is involved in some
business of banned cough syrup
and psychotropic drugs and had
arrested his younger brother and
both the brothers are involved in
this illegal business for last many
years and after Gulam Raja being
sent to jail, it has come a big
blow to other peddlers involved
with it and to the addict as well.
At the same time there are many
peddlers who acting as agents
have become underground, as
they were involved in selling such
banned cough syrups in lanes &
by-lanes of city. At present also
the illegal business of banned
cough syrup and psychotropic

drugs in city is flourishing and
even after nabbing many
involved in this the Police has not
being able to put a check in this
illegal trade and activity and
arrest of Gulam Raja stands testi-
mony to it. It is notable here that
this person had been arrested
earlier also in the same charges
and prior to him his brother
Mukeem Raja too was arrested
with 80 cough syrup and sent to
jail. Both the brothers are
involved in this illegal activity for
last many years and their brother
Gulam Mustafa Raza used to sup-
ply banned cough syrups to
Jagdalpur and nearby areas. In
Jagdalpur his peddlers are known
to be selling these banned cough
syrups. In Jagdalpur it is at
Dharampura, Nayamunda,
Mahadevghat, Pandaripani and
at Nail factory in industrial area,
the agents of the Peddlers can be
seen selling the banned drugs
and syrups openly. It was on
arrest of two brothers, this entire
illegal business of banned cough
syrup and psychotropic drugs
was running behind the Nail fac-
tory in Bodhghat.

Person arrested with banned
cough syrup worth Rs 16000

BBiillaassppuurr,,  AApprr  0077::  

District Collector Dr. Saransh
Mittar took a meeting of district
level officers here and directed
to implement the government
schemes seriously. In connec-
tion with the upcoming proposed
visit of Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel to the district, the
Collector did a thorough review
of the working of the depart-
ments.

The Collector said that a ros-
ter of Gram Panchayats would be
prepared and camps would be set
up where Gram Panchayat
Secretary, Patwari, REO,
Anganwadi workers and field
level staff would solve the prob-
lems of the villagers on the spot.
Collector Dr. Mittar said that the
cases related to revenue should
be resolved by running a cam-
paign; and no laxity would be tol-
erated. He instructed the Public
Health Engineering Department

to make suitable arrangements
for drinking water during the
summer season. Along with
expediting the work of Jal Jeevan
Mission, he also asked to take full
care of the quality. The Collector
directed to ensure all necessary
preparations including mainte-
nance of hand pumps, pipeline
expansion. 

Dr. Mittar while reviewing the
implementation of Dhanwantri
Yojna said that the district is at
the forefront of the entire state in
this scheme. He instructed to
implement this scheme in the
same way in future also.

The Municipal Commissioner
informed that people have saved
about Rs. 2 crore 77 lakh by buy-
ing medicines from Chief
Executive Officer of District
Panchayat Shri Haris S, ADM
Smt. Jayshree Jain, Municipal
Commissioner Shri Ajay Tripathi,
all SDM and departmental offi-
cers were present in the meeting.

Problems of public will be resolved
through camps: Collector

G a u r e l l a - P e n d r a -
Marwahi,Apr 07: This is
the first state government
so far in the history of
which the employees
have to take the path of
agitation to get dearness
allowance . Earlier, dur-
ing the tenure of any state

government, the employ-
ees did not have to agitate
for dearness allowance.
The above were said by
the office bearers of all
the employees’ organiza-
tions present in the meet-
ing of Dearness
Allowance Sangharsh

Morcha (DASM) held at
Pendra.

The officials said that 34
percent dearness al-
lowance is being given by
the central government to
the central employees,
while according to the
rules of the government,

the state employees
should also get the same
allowance as the center,
but in Chhattisgarh only
17 percent dearness al-
lowance is being given to
the employees.

There is no other option
left than agitation because
the budget of the employ-
ees’ household has deteri-
orated due to skyrocket-
ing inflation.

All the organizations
said that all the employees
of their department
would join the agitation
by taking casual leave
from April 11 to 13, for
which the state govern-
ment would be responsi-
ble.

On the other hand, the
officers present appealed
to all the organizations to
join the movement for the
benefit of the employees.

Employees agitate for DA

DDhhaammttaarrii,,  AApprr  0077::  

After campaigning on behalf
of the Food and Drug
Administration Department
against traders and business
houses operating without
license, strict action is being
taken against those trespass-
ing the rules. 

As per information, hun-
dreds of other establishments
are operating in the district
including grocery shops, with-
out a valid license. 

In such a situation, under
Section 31 1) of the Food
Safety Standards Act, 2006, the
traders are required to mark
and register the traders on
behalf of the Food and Drug
Administration Department
before operating the shop. If
sources are to be believed,
they are taking outstanding

contracts for applying for
license including not register-
ing by going to the shops. After
receiving continuous com-
plaints, the Department of
Food and Drug Administration
has started a campaign to curb
them. 

The status of the year - 2021
- 22 is about 6 hundred regis-
tered businessmen in Dhamtari
region alone. Apart from this,
licenses have been issued to
more than 300 businessmen;
meanwhile there is no need to
register the businessmen doing
less 12 lakh businesses annual-
ly.

What officer says:
Complaints has been received.
Action will be taken as per
rules for violation of sub-ordi-
nates.  Akshay Soni, Inspector,
Food and Drug Administration
Department. 

F&DA Deptt  taking action
against traders without license



PROTESTING PRICE HIKE

Congress members stage a protest over the hike in prices of fuel and other essential commodities, in Srinagar, J-K
on Thursday.
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BRIEF
Thrashed
 Indore: A 30-year-old

man was allegedly
abused and thrashed
for sporting a mous-
tache in Madhya
Pradesh’s Indore. The
man, Ravi Tirodia
(30), lodged a com-
plaint at Malharganj
police station in con-
nection with the inci-
dent, a police officer
said. The accused in
the case, Bunty
Godha, his brother
Naveen Godha and an
accomplice
Tarachand alias Bam,
were agitated over
Tirodia’s moustache,
and used abusive
words against him.

Re-unite
 Noida: A 20-year-old

mentally challenged
woman from Assam
who had reached
Noida in 2019 has been
re-united with her
family with help from
the Uttar Pradesh
Police, officials said.
The woman arrived in
Noida on Oct 19, 2019
after which her case
reached the local au-
thorities, who got her
admitted to a govern-
ment run shelter home
after due procedures.
The woman hails from
Udalgiri district of
Assam. She had been
at the shelter home.

Arrest
 Panaji: Officials of

the Railway
Protection Force
(RPF) and Narcotics
Control Bureau (NCB)
arrested a man from
Rajasthan and al-
legedly seized a huge
quantity of ganja and
two pistols from his
possession at the
Margao Railway
Station in Goa.
Thaneram Barmer,
the accused, was in
possession of 4.3 kg of
ganja, two pistols and
18 live rounds, said a
senior RPF official.

Heroin
 Aizawl: Two persons,

including a
Myanmarese nation-
al, were arrested after
heroin worth Rs 1.8
crore was seized from
their possession in
Champhai district
near the Indo-
Myanmar border. A
patrolling party
seized 314 grams of
heroin on the out-
skirts of Melbuk vil-
lage. The contraband
worth Rs 1.5 crore in
the international
market was concealed
in 23 soap cases.

Installed
 New Delhi: The Guru

Harkrishan Polyclinic
at the Bangla Sahib
Gurudwara here will
conduct various med-
ical tests at 50 per cent
of the market rates,
Delhi Sikh Gurudwara
Management
Committee (DSGMC)
president Harmeet
Singh Kalka said. New
advanced testing ma-
chines have been in-
stalled at the facility
run by the DSGMC.
We got ECG in begin-
ning. Thereafter, more
machines were
brought. I express my
gratitude, Kalka said.

Posed
 Pune: A woman al-

legedly posed as a pa-
tient’s wife so that he
could have a kidney
transplant through an
exchange, Pune Police
said. The authorities
at the private hospital
where the kidney
transplant took place
last month brought
the matter to the po-
lice’s notice, officials
said. The woman too
approached police,
complaining that a
middleman had prom-
ised her Rs 15 lakh.

New Delhi, Apr 07 (PTI):

Agencies involved in
disaster management
should ensure that alerts
generated for calamities
should timely reach the re-
motest panchayat location
in the country and organi-
sations like NCC, women
groups and home guards
should be brought on
board for this task, Union
Home Minister Amit Shah

said on Thursday. He
asked the National
Disaster Response Force
(NDRF), the federal
agency to train and under-
take operations during
such emergencies, to take
a leadership role in this
context so that whenever
such an emergency
strikes, a trained person-
nel can work as a “stop gap
arrangement” till profes-
sional rescuers reach the

spot. He was speaking
while inaugurating a two-
day ‘annual conference on
capacity building for dis-
aster response 2022’ being
held here. The meeting
has been organised by the
NDRF with representa-
tives of various central
and state disaster re-
sponse forces and other re-
lated agencies participat-
ing. The NDRF should
make sure that the alerts
generated for an impend-
ing disaster reach the in-
tended location, village
and panchayat in time, he
said. The minister said
special focus should be
given to cases of lightning
strikes where time is less
and it should be ensured
that accurate alert reaches
the intended village and
its inhabitants.

“We have made many
apps (mobile applications)
for a variety of disasters
but a definite mechanism
should be made so that the
alerts reach in time to the
remotest location,” Shah
said.

Ensure disaster alerts
reach remote areas timely 

Engage all agencies: Shah

Union Home Minister Amit Shah presents awards at the
NDRFs Annual Conference on Capacity Building Disaster
Response -2022, in New Delhi, Thursday.

Mumbai, Apr 07 (PTI):

Mumbai police have
registered a case against
BJP leader Kirit Somaiya
and his son Neil for al-
leged misappropriation
of over Rs 57 crore funds
reportedly collected to
save decommissioned air-
craft carrier INS Vikrant
from being scrapped, an
official said on Thursday.

The case against them
was filed based on a com-
plaint lodged by Baban
Bhosale, a 53-year-old for-
mer Army personnel at
the Trombay police sta-
tion in suburban
Mankhurd, he said.

Rejecting the allega-
tion, Kirit Somaiya told
reporters on Thursday
that the funds collected
under the ‘Save INS
Vikrant’ campaign were

not misused, and added
that he was ready face
any inquiry against him.

Commissioned in 1961,
INS Vikrant, a Majestic-
class aircraft carrier of
the Indian Navy, had
played a key role in en-
forcing the naval block-
ade of East Pakistan dur-

ing the Indo-Pakistan
War of 1971. It was de-
commissioned in 1997.
There was a demand to
convert the warship into
a museum. But in
January 2014, the ship
was sold through an on-
line auction and scrapped
in November that year.

The complainant said
that Somaiya had started
a campaign to raise funds
for INS Vikrant. He said
that he had given dona-
tions to Somaiya for sav-
ing the ship and the BJP
leader had collected more
than Rs 57 crore for the
purpose.

However, instead of de-
positing the amount to
the Maharashtra gover-
nor’s secretary office, he
misappropriated the
funds.

“The warship had
played a key role in the
1971 war. So when efforts
to save it began, I thought
of donating some money
for the cause,” Bhosale
said in his complaint.

“I had donated Rs 2,000
in 2013 under the cam-
paign launched by
Somaiya,” he added.

Case against Somaiya, his son for fund misappropriation 
Of funds collected for INS Vikrant

Kirit Somaiya and his son Neil.

Bengaluru, Apr 07 (PTI):

The Congress on
Thursday lashed out at Al-
Qaeda for wading into the
hijab controversy in
Karnataka and said the
banned terrorist organisa-
tion has no business to
comment about the the in-
ternal affairs of the coun-
try. The grand old party
also strongly condemned
Al-Qaeda chief Ayman Al-
Zawahiri’s for praising
college student Muskan
Khan for defending the
head scarf.

It also charged the BJP
and right wing organisa-
tions with trying to ‘po-
larise’ and ‘vitiate’ the at-
mosphere of Karnataka

with an eye on the 2023
Assembly polls.

“Let me make it amply
clear in most unequivocal
terms that we condemn
the statement of Al-
Qaeda. Al-Qaeda is a ter-
rorist organisation, it is a
banned organiation, and
it has no business to com-
ment anything about the
internal affairs our coun-

try.. Congress party
strongly condemns it,”
Congress General
Secretary Ajay Maken
told reporters here.

Maken said his party
condemned the behaviour
of the Karnataka Home
Minister and demanded
the sacking of Araga
Jnanendra besides book-
ing a case against him, al-
leging that he tried to dis-
turb peace.

“Both of them are doing
the same thing, their state-
ments are polarising and
vitiating the atmosphere
of the country.....
Karnataka has a compos-
ite culture and that is why
Bengaluru and the state is
the most favoured destina-
tion for businessmen, in-
vestors throughout the
world.

‘Al-Qaeda indulging 
in polarisation in India’

Ajay Maken

 BJP in Karnataka is
scared of real issues

Chandigarh, Apr 07 (PTI):

The municipal corpora-
tion here passed a resolu-
tion on Thursday which
states that Chandigarh
should remain a union
territory, and should also
get its own legislative as-
sembly. The development
comes as Punjab and
Haryana engage in a tus-
sle to stake claim over
Chandigarh.

Both Punjab and
Haryana state assemblies
recently passed their re-
spective resolution reiter-
ating their claim over the
Union Territory of
Chandigarh, their joint
capital.

The resolution also said
the Centre should inter-
vene and direct Haryana
and Punjab governments
“to develop their own in-
dependent capital cities”.

Only BJP councillors
were present in the
Municipal Corporation
House when the resolu-
tion was passed, with the
councillors of the Aam
Aadmi Party, Congress
and Shiromani Akali Dal
staging a walkout.

Chandigarh Municipal
Corporation Mayor
Sarabjit Kaur, who is from

the BJP, had called a spe-
cial meeting of the gener-
al House of the corpora-
tion.

“ Keeping in view the
sentiments of the resi-
dents of Chandigarh its
status of Union Territory
should be maintained.
Rather state legislative as-
sembly should be consti-
tuted in Chandigarh so as

to enable the residents to
decide about the policies
and future of the city
themselves,” according to
the resolution read out by
BJP councilor
Maheshinder Singh Sidhu
in the House.

The House also thanked
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Union Home
Minister Amit Shah for
implementing Central
service rules in the city,
thus “benefiting” its em-
ployees.

BJP councilor Harpreet
Kaur Babla said that
Chandigarh belongs to the
people of Chandigarh. “It
is not a political agenda. It
is the voice of the people
of Chandigarh.”

Before the resolution
was passed, BJP and AAP
councillors sparred over
the recent hike in water
tariff.

Chandigarh MC passes resolution to maintain UT status

Chandigarh municipal corporation

Kolkata, Apr 07 (PTI):

The TMC on Thursday
slammed Union Home
Minister Amit Shah for
his remarks on the law
and order situation in
West Bengal and said that
the party doesn’t need les-
sons from him. Speaking
on the Criminal Procedure
(Identification) Bill at
Rajya Sabha on
Wednesday, Shah had re-
called that he was attacked
with firebombs in Bengal
during his campaigns for
2019 Lok Sabha polls.

“I had gone there in 2019
and was attacked with fire-
bombs (aag ke gola). Our
party president JP
Nadda’s convoy was also
targeted (in the run-up to
the assembly polls,” he

had said. The home minis-
ter further continued his
attack on the West Bengal
government, stating that
its acts “changed even the
harshest definition of the
word Fascist”. Reacting to
Shah’s comment, senior
TMC leader Sougata Roy
said that neither the party
nor the state government
needed lessons from Shah
on maintenance of law

and order. “Amit Shah
should be the last person
to talk about law and
order. We are very well
aware of his track record
as a minister in Gujarat
and in the Union govern-
ment.

“We have seen how he
failed to control the riots
that shook Delhi in
February 2020. We have
also seen lawlessness in
BJP-ruled Uttar Pradesh.
The situation in Bengal is
far better than any other
state of the country,” Roy
said. Echoing him, TMC
state general secretary
Kunal Ghosh said Shah’s
comments reflected his
“frustration” over his
party’s defeat in assembly
polls despite a high-
pitched campaign.

Don’t need lessons on law
and order from Shah: TMC

Sougata Roy

New Delhi, Apr 07 (PTI):

Centre’s air quality
commission on Thursday
directed various road
construction and mainte-
nance agencies in Delhi
and NCR to procure more
mechanical road sweep-
ing machines to tackle
the menace of air pollu-
tion arising from road
dust.

The Commission for
Air Quality Management
(CAQM) in National
Capital Region (NCR) and
adjoining areas, also
asked the National
Highways Authority of
India (NHAI) to carry out
a study on the efficacy of
dust-suppressants and
apprise the panel by the
May end this year.

The CAQM reviewed
the progress of action
taken by road construc-
tion/ maintenance agen-

cies and Dust Control and
Management Cells
(DCMCs), set up in 2021 to
monitor the progress of
dust control measures,
and was informed that
out of Delhi’s total road
length of around 18,540
km, nearly 5,000 km has
been identified for me-
chanical sweeping. It
noted that the south, east

and north Delhi munici-
pal corporations were in
the process of procuring
12, 10 and 6 mechanical
road sweeping machines
(MRSMs) by September
this year. “For effective
and efficient functioning,
MRSMs have to be de-
ployed at an average
speed of about 5
km/hour. For an 8-hour

shift, one machine can
sweep about 40 km of
roads in a day. Therefore,
more MRSMs need to be
procured by road con-
struction and mainte-
nance agencies.

“The agencies were ad-
vised to ensure strict en-
forcement and implemen-
tation of road dust con-
trol measures and timely
submission of monthly
reports,” the panel said.

For mechanical clean-
ing of narrow roads, the
panel was informed that
smaller size machines
were being procured.

“South Delhi
Municipal Corporation
(SDMC) and East Delhi
Municipal Corporation
(EDMC) are planning to
procure additionally 16
and 10 water sprinkling
machines respectively in
the current year,” it
noted.

More sweeping machines needed to tackle dust pollution

Road sweeping machine

Mumbai, Apr 07 (PTI):
Maharashtra Deputy Chief
Minister Ajit Pawar has at-
tacked MNS president Raj
Thackeray over the latter’s
demand for removal of
loudspeakers from
mosques, saying the state
cannot afford the alleged di-
visive call given “to please
someone eyeing polls”.
Without naming
Thackeray, Pawar asked
what the Maharashtra
Navnirman Sena (MNS)
chief was going to achieve
by making such statements
and whether “provoking”
people will solve the issue
of their livelihood. “The

Maharashtra of Shahu,
Phule, Ambedkar cannot
afford the speeches made to
please someone keeping
eye on elections,” Pawar
said at an event in Shirdi in
Ahmednagar district. He
said that Maharashtra has
ensured communal harmo-
ny for years, but “leaders of
some parties” have of late
been talking about in-
stalling loudspeakers “here
and there”. “Some people

are trying to create confu-
sion in the society. We have
been living in harmony for
years now. We have been
able to keep the communal
harmony intact in the soci-
ety by not allowing any rift
in communities and reli-
gions. But leaders of some
parties are making a pitch
for installing counter- loud-
speakers (to play Hanuman
chalisa),” the senior NCP
leader said.

Ajit Pawar speaks against Raj
Thackeray’s warning

Maharashtra Deputy CM Ajit Pawar at a function in Shirdi.

 Against use 
of loudspeakers at
mosques
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People take part in a protest against Guatemalan Attorney General Consuelo Porras,
who is seeking re-election, in Guatemala City.

BRIEF
Scrutiny

Nashville:
Tennessee’s top lead-
ers in US only began
increasing scrutiny
over a small town’s fi-
nances after a pre-
dominantly Black ad-
ministration took
over key positions, a
move that attorneys
argued strays signifi-
cantly from how the
state has treated
white-majority juris-
dictions. Earlier this
year, Comptroller
Jason Mumpower
raised eyebrows when
he announced the
state would take over
financial supervision
of Mason, at proposed
factory.

Witness
Alexandria: By May
2014, American
hostage Peter Kassig
was losing hope that
he would survive his
captivity at the hands
of the Islamic State
group. Dad, I’m para-
lyzed here. I’m afraid
to fight back. Part of
me still has hope. Part
of me is sure I’m
going to die, he wrote
to his father, Ed
Kassig, who read the
letter from the wit-
ness stand at the ter-
rorism trial of British
national El Shafee
Elsheikh. Testimony
left many in the court-
room fighting

Sentenced
New Orleans: A for-
mer Louisiana sheriff
was sentenced to 10
years in prison for a
federal bribery con-
viction, to be served at
the same as his four
life sentences for earli-
er convictions for rap-
ing boys. US District
Judge Jane Triche
Milazzo also ordered
Rodney J Jack” Strain
to pay a USD10,000
fine, federal prosecu-
tors said. Strain plead-
ed guilty to one of 16
federal charges
against him on Dec 1,
2021, and prosecutors
dropped the others.

Charges
Washington: The
Biden administration
has charged a Russian
oligarch with violat-
ing US government
sanctions and has dis-
rupted a cybercrime
operation launched by
a Russian military in-
telligence agency. The
action came as the
Justice Department
said it was accelerat-
ing efforts to track
down illicit Russian
assets and as US pros-
ecutors helped
European counter-
parts gather evidence
on potential war
crimes committed by
Russia.

Probe
London: European
health officials say
they are investigating
a rapidly evolving out-
break of salmonella
in 134 children that
appears to be linked to
chocolate Easter eggs
that normally contain
a surprise toy inside.
The European Centre
for Disease
Prevention and
Control said chocolate
products were identi-
fied as likely route of
infection, adding that
children mainly
under 10 years of age
were affected. The
first case was detected
in Britain.

Concerned
Cairo: The UN envoy
for Yemen expressed
concerns about viola-
tions of a cease-fire in
the war-wrecked
country, urging the
warring sides to up-
hold the first nation-
wide truce in six
years.

Kyiv, Apr 07 (AFP):

Desperate evacuation at-
tempts from eastern
Ukraine were under way
Thursday as authorities
warned of an imminent
Russian offensive, follow-
ing the devastation around
Kyiv that has shocked the
world.

Russian troops have
been withdrawing from
around the capital and
Ukraine’s north, leaving a
trail of destruction behind
them, as they prepare for
an expected assault on the
country’s southeast.

The scenes of carnage
left behind by retreating
troops in towns like Bucha
have caused outrage and
led to a wave of fresh sanc-
tions against Moscow.

But on Thursday,
Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelensky
warned that Moscow was
undeterred and continued
“to accumulate fighting
force to realise their ill am-
bitions in (eastern)
Donbas”.

“They are preparing to
resume an active offen-
sive,” he said.

Begging civilians to
leave the region “while it
is still possible”, local offi-
cials in Donbas’ Lugansk
and Donetsk said the re-

gion was already facing
constant indiscriminate
shelling.

“We can see clearly that
before the enemy goes to
full attack, they will just
destroy places complete-
ly,” local governor Sergiy
Gaiday in Lugansk told
Ukrainian broadcaster
Channel 24.

Gaiday said on
Facebook that more than
1,200 people had been evac-
uated from Lugansk, but
that efforts were being
hampered by artillery fire,
with some areas already
inaccessible.

For those that unable to
leave, he said, tonnes of
food, medicine and hy-
giene products were being
delivered as part of a mas-
sive humanitarian effort.

The head of the Donetsk
Regional Military
Administration said
strikes had targeted aid

points.
“The enemy aimed di-

rectly there with a goal to
destroy the civilians,”
Pavlo Kyrylenko wrote on
Facebook.

He added that people
were heeding calls to flee
and he would be coordinat-
ing evacuation to make it
“faster and more effec-
tive.”

Shells and rockets were
also slamming into the in-
dustrial city of
Severodonetsk, the east-
ernmost city held by
Ukrainian forces. “We
have nowhere to go, it’s
been like this for days,” 38-
year-old Volodymyr told
AFP standing opposite a
burning building in the
city.

More than 11 million
people have been displaced
since Russia invaded on
February 24, aiming to
seize the capital. With that

goal thwarted, it is instead
trying to create a land link
between occupied Crimea
and Moscow-backed sepa-
ratist statelets in Donbas.

Ukrainian forces are
also regrouping for the of-
fensive, including on a
two-lane highway through
the rolling eastern plains
connecting Kharkiv and
Donetsk.

Trench positions were
being dug, and the road
was littered with anti-tank
obstacles.

“We’re waiting for
them!” said a lieutenant
tasked with reinforcing
the positions, giving a
thumbs up.

The evacuation calls are
being fuelled by fears of
fresh atrocities, after chill-
ing discoveries in areas
from which Moscow’s
troops have withdrawn.

US President Joe Biden
said “major war crimes”
were being committed in
Ukraine, where images
have emerged in recent
days of bodies with their
hands bound or in shallow
graves.

“Civilians executed in
cold blood, bodies dumped
into mass graves, the sense
of brutality and inhuman-
ity left for all the world to
see, unapologetically,”
Biden said.

In one of the worst af-
fected towns, Bucha, some
residents were still trying
to learn the fate of loved
ones, while others were
hoping to forget.

Civilians try to flee east Ukraine
amid Russian offensive

A local woman carries belongings from a damaged house
in the town of Borodianka, northwest of Kyiv.

Russia denies
responsibility for
any civilian deaths

China ship shadows research
vessel, Filipino scientists wary

Manila, Apr 07 (AP):

A Chinese coast guard
ship last month maneu-
vered for days near a re-
search vessel deployed by
Philippine and Taiwanese
scientists to undertake a
crucial survey of undersea
fault lines west of the north-
ern Philippines, sparking
concerns among the scien-
tists on board, officials said
Thursday. The scientists on
the R/V Legend, including
five Filipinos, proceeded
with their research despite
the presence of the Chinese
coast guard ship in the
vicinity of the waters strad-
dling the undersea Manila
Trench from March 25 to
March 30 off the northwest-

ern Philippine city of Vigan
in Ilocos Sur province.

The Chinese coast
guard’s proximity sparked
concerns because the re-
search vessel was towing a
survey cable in the sea, a
Filipino scientist told The
Associated Press. The ongo-
ing offshore survey a joint
project of the National

Institute of Geological
Sciences at the University of
the Philippines and the
National Central University
in Taiwan aims to help map
offshore faults and other ge-
ologic features that could
set off future earthquakes,
tsunamis and other poten-
tially catastrophic hazards
in the region.

Research ship R/V Legend.

Washington, Apr 07 (PTI):

The number of Indian
students in the United
States increased by over 12
per cent in 2021, while
those from China which
accounts for the largest
number, dropped by more
than eight per cent, a gov-
ernmental report said.

In its annual report, US
Citizenship and
Immigration Services said
the COVID-19 pandemic
continued to impact inter-
national student enrol-
ment in the United States
in 2021. The total number
of SEVIS records for ac-
tive F-1 and M-1 students
was 1,236,748 in the calen-
dar year 2021, a decrease of
1.2 per cent from the calen-
dar year 2020. SEVIS
stands for Students and
Exchange Visitor
Information System. F-1
and M-1 are the two non-
immigrant student visas.
J-1 is also a non-immi-

grant student visa but is
mostly given to scholars
exchange programs.

In 2021, 8,038 SEVP-cer-
tified schools were eligible
to enrol international stu-
dents, registering a de-
crease by 280 schools from
8,369 eligible schools in
2020. The number of stu-
dents from China and
India made Asia the most

popular continent of ori-
gin. However, China sent
fewer students in 2021 in
comparison to 2020 (-
33,569) while India sent
more students (+25,391),
the report said. As many
as 37 per cent of Indian
students are females.

Overall, China contin-
ues to top the list of coun-
tries sending 348,992 stu-

dents to the United States.
India follows China with
232,851 students. China
and India are followed by
South Korea (58,787),
Canada (37,453), Brazil
(33,552), Vietnam (29,597),
Saudi Arabia (28,600),
Taiwan (25,406), Japan
(20,144) and Mexico
(19,680). According to the
report, only Asia and
Australia/Pacific Islands
saw an overall decline in
the number of students
coming to the United
States last year as all other
continents saw an 
increase. International F-1
and M-1 students came
from every continent in
the world other than
Antarctica and from more
than 224 countries and ter-
ritories. Students from
China and India made
Asia the most popular con-
tinent of origin, account-
ing for 71.9 per cent of the
international student pop-
ulation.

Number of Indian students in US rose by 12 percent

US Citizenship and Immigration Services.

Hong Kong, Apr 07 (AFP):

Hong Kong’s most promi-
nent democracy activists
have disappeared from view
as their prosecution under a
security law drags into its
second year, with lawyers
and family members warn-
ing the defendants are losing
faith in the courts.

The 47 activists make up a
swathe of the city’s depleted
democracy movement, from
veteran former lawmakers to
young firebrands and com-
munity organisers as well as
academics and unionists.
Charged with subversion,
the majority have been held
in custody for more than a
year and the few granted bail

must adhere to strict speech
curbs.

Most of what has occurred
during pre-trial hearings is
blanketed by reporting re-
strictions, even though the
defendants want them lifted.
And their trial is not expect-
ed to begin until at least 2023.
“The prosecution and the
court are making the defen-
dants invisible in plain
sight,” legal scholar Eric Lai
of Georgetown University
told AFP. Using the national
security law Beijing imposed
in 2020 following huge
democracy protests, authori-
ties targeted the activists for
organising an unofficial poll
to choose opposition candi-
dates.

Some observers have
voiced alarm about how
lengthy pre-trial proceedings
under the law have generat-
ed precedent-setting deci-
sions without public 
scrutiny.

Hong Kong activists fade from view
as national security case drags

Protester standing behind a mock jail with photos of 47
pro-democracy figures in Hong Kong.

Sanaa, Apr 07 (AP):

Yemen’s exiled president
stepped aside and trans-
ferred his powers to a pres-
idential council on
Thursday, as international
and regional efforts to end
the country’s long-running
civil war gained momen-
tum with a two-month
truce.

Saudi Arabia and the
United Arab Emirates,
major players in the con-
flict appear to have played
a role President Abed
Rabbo Mansour Hadi’s de-

cision, quickly welcoming
it with a pledge of 3 billion
in aid. The head of the new
council has close ties to
Riyadh.

Whether the switch will

expedite an end to the
grinding war remains to
be seen, as UN-sponsored
negotiations have been at
an impasse and fighting,
airstrikes and missile at-
tacks continued until late
last month. The Houthis
did not immediately com-
ment on Hadi’s announce-
ment. Hadi said the newly
established council will
run the internationally
recognised government
and lead negotiations with
the Iranian-backed
Houthis, according to a
statement aired on state-

run media. The move is
meant to unify the anti-
Houthi camp after years of
infighting and disputes,
and was almost certainly
orchestrated in Riyadh,
where Yemeni factions
were meeting over the past
week to discuss efforts to
end the war. With this dec-
laration a Presidential
Leadership Council shall
be established to complete
the implementation of the
tasks of the transitional
period. I irreversibly dele-
gate to the Presidential
Leadership Council my

full powers, Hadi de-
clared on Yemen’s state-
run TV.

Hadi also sacked Vice
President Ali Mohsen al-
Ahmar, a powerful mili-
tary figure, and also dele-
gated al-Ahmar’s powers
to the presidential 
council.

The presidential coun-
cil is chaired by Rashad
al-Alimi, an advisor to
Hadi and former interior
minister with the govern-
ment of late strongman
President Ali Abdullah
Saleh.

Yemen’s president steps aside amid efforts to end war

ARM Hadi

Washington, Apr 07 (PTI):

Due to the problematic
position taken by India
on the Russian invasion
of Ukraine, the India-US
bilateral relationship is
entering uncharted terri-
tory , a top former official
of the Trump
Administration said.

Lisa Curtis, who was
the Trump
Administration’s point
person for India during
his four years of presi-
dency, made the remark
cautioning that in the ab-
sence of a course correc-

tion by New Delhi, it
would become increas-
ingly difficult for the two
countries to expand their
defence and security ties
beyond a certain level.

I think the US India re-
lationship is entering un-
charted territory. The
issue of India’s close ties
with Russia has always
been an irritant in the
US-India partnership.
But with Russia’s unjus-
tified and unprovoked in-
vasion of a sovereign
country, there are expec-
tations that India would
adjust its relationship

with Russia, Curtis told
PTI in an interview.
Curtis, who is now a sen-
ior fellow and director of
the Indo-Pacific Security
Program at the Centre
for a New American
Security think tank, said
February 24 which
marks the Russian inva-
sion of Ukraine has
changed everything in
terms of what the expec-
tations of the United
States are of India mov-
ing forward. I think there
has been some under-
standing of India’s very
difficult position that it

can’t change its reliance
on Russian military
equipment overnight and

that India has real securi-
ty interests that it needs
to protect, she said.

Indo-US ties entering uncharted territory post-Ukrainian war
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Kudos
We are all aware how the min-

imum voice of protest be it a
peaceful slogan shouting or sim-
ple inscription of "NO WAR" are
being tamed with iron hand in
Russia with even children,
women or senior citizens not
getting spared from detention,
imprisonment and severe pun-
ishment. The Novaya Gazeta
newspaper, Muratov is the edi-
tor-in-chief of which was
already facing the ire of Kremlin
for long for daring to criticise
the policies of the State or
Vladimir Putin. Now in these
times of "Special Military
Operation" (actually barbaric
unilateral aggression) with all
sane countries of the world pro-
viding all forms of support to the
brutally-attacked Ukraine, the
"super-sensitive" Russian State
is in no mood to view "dissent"
in the light of forgiveness. So
Muratov is well aware of the
severe consequences he might
have to encounter, thanks to his
unique sacrifice of even the
prized Nobel medal drawing
international attention. Yet he
has not hesitated to take this
extreme bold step despite resid-
ing in Russia and thereby endan-
gering his freedom, safety,
career, future and even life just
to respond to his Call of
Conscience and offer financial
and moral assistance towards
assaulted people of foreign vin-
tage i.e. the Ukrainian refugees.
Dmitry Muratov has practically
proved through sheer action that
Humanity is infinite times
Greater than blind rabid
"Nationalism". So instead of
uttering zealous rhetoric of "My
Russia is Great" and supporting
the aggression akin to Dark
Medieval Ages, Muratov can
protest against his very own (in
terms of mere passport) so as to
embrace the God's own ie
human beings of the world (that
too persecuted) by transcending
narrow definition of "Nation".
And Javed Akhtar. While attend-
ing the Kolkata Literary Meet,
Akhtar sang paens of Urdu
revolving its secular literature
and Indian credentials surpass-
ing all divides of Hinduism and
Islam. But on the other hand,
Akhtar also stressed "Languages
belong to regions, not religions.
Ten crore Muslims (of erstwhile
East Pakistan) told seven crore
Muslims (of erstwhile West
Pakistan) that we will not learn
Urdu at the cost of Bengali. I
love Urdu the way you love
Bengali but I respect and salute
those people who defended
Bengali. For them, that was their
mother tongue, which was far
more important than their reli-
gion". Are the harbingers of
"Hindi-Hindu-Hindustan" listen-
ing who are not only hell bent on
according "Islamic" stamp upon
Urdu, but also dare to impose
Hindi upon multi-lingual demo-
cratic India in the name of
"national integrity". How many
people raise their voice to speak
up for the "alien" victims with
the perpetrators of violence
being of their own national or
linguistic stock and herein lies
the special significance and
greatness of the thought
process of Muratov and Akhtar.
Let people of all demographic
credentials equally bloom and
prosper in God's boundaryless
world with mutual respect and
love.

KKaajjaall  CChhaatttteerrjjeeee,,  KKoollkkaattaa

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

WHAT THEY TWEET!

VViiddyyaa@@VViiddyyaaGG8888

#FinancialFreedom means
having the ability to
choose the best use for
your time. It doesn't mean
early retirement! My dad
got FI around 2000. Still
works at 72 to keep his
mind & body sharp & loves
it! Find your Ikigai & pursue
it sincerely. Don't waste

your life doing nothing.

RRaauunnaakk@@rraauunnaakkmmaahhaajjaann
So true! I started to think for myself
when I turned 30! And by then I had
already completed my engineering,
MBA, and a job stint. I so wish I had
developed this maturity when I was
18 but our education system never
gave us that chance.

BBaabbaa  SSeehhggaall@@OOnnllyyBBaabbaa
Jawab chahiyae toh sawaal karo.
Appointment chahiyae toh kaal
karo. Brush chahiyae toh baal karo.
Colour chahiyae toh laal karo. Lathi
chahiyae toh babaal karo, Baby kiss
chahiyae toh gaal karo??

NNaaiillaa  IInnaayyaatt@@nnaaiillaaiinnaayyaatt

enters Tehreek-e-Labbaik
Pakistan: 'Imran Khan is
conspiring against the
Constitution of Pakistan.
TLP stands by the 1973
constitution, which is the
result of eternal sacri-
fices. We will not let any
conspiracy to repeal it,

succeed.'

DDKK  SShhaarrmmaa@@CCaappttDDKKSS
DYK that one of the best Naval Aviation Museums in Asia.

VViirr  DDaass@@tthheevviirrddaass
Personal random achievement
unlocked. My 30th city and fifth coun-
try on the #WantedTour with zero
check in luggage. Two sweaters, five
tees, two trousers, running shoes,
show shoes, a laptop bag. And if you
think about the time I've saved at air-
ports, it is probably days.

S uspected state-sponsored Chinese hackers have tar-
geted the power sector in India in recent months as

part of an apparent cyber-espionage campaign, the threat in-
telligence firm Recorded Future Inc said in a report. In re-
cent months, Chinese hackers observed likely network in-
trusions targeting at least seven Indian State Load Despatch
Centres (SLDCs) responsible for carrying out real-time oper-
ations for grid control and electricity dispatch within these
respective states. Notably, this targeting has been geographi-
cally concentrated, with the identified SLDCs located in
North India, in proximity to the disputed India-China bor-
der in Ladakh. The prolonged targeting of Indian power
grid assets by Chinese state-linked groups offers limited eco-
nomic espionage or traditional intelligence-gathering oppor-
tunities. Analysts believe this targeting is instead likely in-
tended to enable information gathering surrounding critical
infrastructure systems or is pre-positioning for future activi-
ty. The objective for intrusions may include gaining an in-
creased understanding into these complex systems in order
to facilitate capability development for future use or gaining
sufficient access across the system in preparation for future
contingency operations. In the present world, power grid is
part of critical infrastructure, which needs to be protection
from threats involving national security. Last year, CERT-In
had reported from a trusted source that China-based 'Threat
actor Group Command and Control' servers are trying to
communicate with systems belonging to Telangana State
Load Dispatch Centre (SLDC), TS Transco (Transmission
Corporation of Telangana Ltd)) and advised taking suitable
precautionary measures to ensure the security of the power
system, official sources said. Cyberattacks are becoming as
troublesome to the electrical power grid as natural disasters,
and the problem is growing worse as these grids become
more connected and smarter. Unlike in the past, when a
power outage affected just the electricity supplied to homes
and businesses, power grids are becoming core elements of
smart cities, infrastructure, and safety-related services.
Without power, none of this works, and sophisticated hack-
ing operations can hold large regions hostage until they pay
enormous ransoms or give into other demands.

Ukraine's grid was attacked in 2015, leaving 200,000 house-
holds without power. A similar attack happened the follow-
ing year. And the cyber criminals who breached Korea
Hydro and Nuclear Power, the South Korean nuclear and hy-
droelectric company, in 2014 posted plans and manuals for
two nuclear reactors online and exposed 10,000 employees'
personal data. Cyber warfare is more complicated. State
sponsored hackers have a mission to steal, disrupt, and more
importantly, cause damage to the victims' operations and
critical infrastructure. Connectivity makes the security
issue much worse. Traditionally, the power grids have been
predominantly isolated infrastructures. Digitalization has
changed that. Modern, connected power grids provide the
convenience of remote monitoring, decentralized control,
load balancing for alternative sources, and data analytics.
Smart cities can take advantage of remote IoT capabilities to
increase efficiency and provide insight for future city plan-
ning. However, the network-based, interconnected infra-
structure often raises security concerns. Hackers target the
critical infrastructure of a modern city to cause disruption.
Stopping the electricity supply not only causes inconven-
ience to the users, it would also disrupt operations in an
emergency situation. For example, hospitals have to rely on
backup power generators, if available. Government agency
operations will be severely impacted in their normal day-to-
day activities when service is interrupted. In some cases,
this may even threaten national security. Therefore, protec-
tion of these critical infrastructures as well as all end points
is vitally important to prevent large scale outages. There are
multiple issues facing the power grids today that make it
more vulnerable. Among the top three are the age of sys-
tems, a lack of cohesive planning and action, and the num-
ber of stakeholders involved. Overcoming these issues re-
quires using technology to fight hackers, better and more
centralized leadership, and a mindset change that recog-
nizes the immediacy of cyber threats.

Power grid protection

M odern Monetary Theory (MMT) is a macroeconomic
lens which prescribes that monetarily sovereign

countries like the US are unaffected by financial con-
straints as long as they control their currencies. With roots
dating back to the early 20th century, MMT was first popu-
larized in its modern form by Warren Mosler, an American
investment fund manager. Under MMT, the risk of inflation
is considered minimal as governments that fully control
their fiat currencies are believed to be able to control price
levels, provided they can meet consumer demand. The past
few months have seen inflation skyrocket to 40-year highs,
with the latest consumer price index report showing an an-
nual price increase of almost 8 percent. Public debt has
soared since the 2008 financial crisis, and especially during
the COVID-19 pandemic. According to the International
Monetary Fund, the ratio of public debt to GDP in advanced
economies increased from around 70 percent in 2007 to 124
percent in 2020. But the fear that rising public debt will fuel
future financial crises has been subdued, partly because
government bond yields have been so low for so long.
Advocates of MMT contend that as long as debt is denomi-
nated in a country's own currency, there is no reason to fear
a fiscal crisis, because a default cannot happen.

Any withdrawal of fiscal stimulus therefore should be
gradual. And in the meantime, new issues of public debt
can be used to fund infrastructure investments, income-sup-
port programs, and other items on progressives' agenda,
provided that the inflation rate remains below the central
bank's target. MMT's boosters cite Japan as proof of con-
cept. Even though Japan's debt to GDP ratio (including both
central and local government) is above 250 percent, com-
pared to 160 percent in the United States, its ten-year gov-
ernment bond yield has remained at around zero through-
out the COVID-19 pandemic, and its average inflation rate
has barely exceeded zero for 20 years. Annual new bond is-
sues and soaring debt levels have not had any apparent im-
pact on borrowing costs. But before other countries rush to
emulate Japan, they should bear in mind that Japanese gov-
ernment bonds are issued in yen, and almost all are held by
Japanese residents, both directly and indirectly through fi-
nancial institutions and the central bank.

Minimising inflation risk
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A worker arranges prepared vermicelli which are used in making dishes and consumed during the holy month of Ramzan,
at a workshop on the outskirts of Ahmedabad, Gujarat.

T he Bank of Russia, the coun-
try's central bank, has sur-

prisingly announced a fixed price for
buying gold with roubles. With a price
of RUB 5,000 (Great Britain Pound
45.12) for a gram of gold, to my knowl-
edge it's the first time that a nation's
currency has been expressed in 'gold
parity' since Switzerland decided to
stop doing so in 1999. Enacting gold
parity was common practice by the
world's major powers for facilitating
international trade payments in the
era of the gold standard in the 19th
and early 20th centuries. The same
was true in a slightly different way
during the Bretton Woods era from
1944 until 1971, which was when US
President Nixon decided to end the
system by removing the link between
gold and the US dollar. Putin's new
arrangement is envisaged, initially, to
hold from March 28 to June 30. It is the
latest in a series of rouble-related
moves by the Russians, starting with
the announcement on March 23 that
they would only accept roubles for
European gas instead of euros and US
dollars. I predicted that Russia would
at least extend this policy to oil, but it
has gone further and signalled an
intention to make it apply to all the
commodities it exports (others
include wheat, nickel, aluminium,
enriched uranium and neon).

The main goal of these moves is to
try to ensure the credibility of the rou-
ble by making it more desirable in the
forex market, though it also fits into

longstanding attempts by Russia and
China to weaken the US dollar's dom-
inance as global reserve currency
(meaning it's the currency in which
most international goods are priced
and which most central banks hold in
their foreign reserves). The rouble
collapsed in late February and early
March when western sanctions were
imposed in response to Russia's inva-
sion of Ukraine (the collapse looks
like a rise in the chart because it's
showing the number of roubles to the
US dollar rather than the other way
around). After the big drop, the rouble
recovered somewhat, which is typical
in such situations (known in the liter-
ature as 'exchange-rate overshoot-
ing'). However, the currency
strengthened further after the rou-
bles-for-gas announcement (no mat-
ter how serious or implementable the
plan actually is – so far, there has
been resistance to Putin's new rules).

On the back of the gold announce-
ment, the currency has continued to
strengthen to about RUB83 to the dol-
lar. As precious metals analyst Ronan
Manly has said, this makes sense if
you reflect that the market price of a
gram of gold is currently about USD
62. That's fairly close to Putin's
announcement that 1 gram of gold
equals RUB 5,000, which effectively
creates a gold-based exchange rate of
RUB 81 to USD 1. To give a sense of
the similarities with the gold standard
and the Bretton Woods system, let me
draw a historical parallel. The UK's

Coinage Act of 1816 fixed the value of
the pound sterling to 113 grains of
pure gold, while the US Gold Standard
Act of 1900 determined that the dollar
should maintain a value of 23.22
grains of pure gold. Taken together,
the two acts implied an official gold
parity exchange rate of GBP 1 = USD
4.87. It was similar during the post-
war Bretton Woods era: 1 ounce of
gold was said to be worth US$35, and
all other currencies were fixed to and
convertible into the US dollar. Gold
was at the centre of the system as a
way of making money credible. Of
course, attaching the rouble to a gold
standard comes with certain 'rules of
the game' that Russia will have to
abide by. It should be willing to
exchange gold for roubles with any-
one who wants to do so.

This was what the US did during
the Bretton Woods era, and it led to
the system's demise: with US expen-
diture rising to wage the Vietnam
war, dollar holders became increas-
ingly nervous about the dollar's value
and sought to exchange it for gold.
Nixon's unilateral decision to end con-
vertibility was for fear that the US
would run out of gold, which would
have destroyed the credibility of the
dollar. Since that decision, the world
has moved to a system of floating
exchange rates and the price of gold
has steadily risen as world currencies
have become weaker in relation to it.
The system has effectively been sup-
ported by a deal that the Americans
struck in the early 1970s to buy oil
from the Saudis and give them mili-
tary support in exchange for the
Saudis using the dollars to buy US
government bonds. Western financial
thought has this idea that if they
cheapen Russian gold by sanctioning
it, they're hurting Russia by lessening
the amount of stuff they could poten-
tially buy with that gold. In fact,
they're actually helping Russia by
encouraging gold inflows into the
country and making it much cheaper
for the Bank of Russia to amass much
more gold to back the Ruble at a cred-

ible rate when the time comes.
The problem for Russia is that if it

is willing to exchange roubles for
gold, it could soon end up in a similar
situation to the US circa 1971. Wars
are an abnormal state of affairs which
come with huge uncertainty: no reli-
able forecasts are possible, and mar-
kets are liable to overreact to new
developments – particularly in the
short term. If confidence in the rouble
falls again, many investors might
decide to withdraw gold from the cen-
tral bank, which could be extremely
destabilising for Moscow. The real
money question at the heart of this
theme is how did the Biden adminis-
tration and its allies not anticipate for
such a scenario to play out? Simple:
because the West's myopic thought
process is fixated on devaluing
Russian gold with the hopes of limit-
ing the amount of stuff the country
can buy with it. In fact, Washington is
so infatuated with preventing Russia
from selling gold that it's completely
forgetting that gold is money, rather
than the fiat paper created by a few
strokes on the Fed's keyboard that
only has value in the first place
because it can be traded for gold. The
viability of Russia maintaining a fixed
rate of roubles for gold is closely
related to what happens to demand
for Russian energy. If the west can
only slowly substitute away from its
dependence on Russia's oil and gas,
then demand for roubles will help to
keep the currency propped up (espe-
cially if the west does end up paying
in roubles). But if politicians listen to
economists and immediately stop
importing Russian gas, oil and other
commodities, the rouble could fall
dramatically – along with the whole
Russian economy. As much as this
would cause a further spike in prices
and pain all round, it may be the most
efficient and perhaps even safest way
to induce Russia to stop the war.

((AAlleexxaannddeerr  MMiihhaaiilloovv  iiss  AAssssoocciiaattee
PPrrooffeessssoorr  iinn  EEccoonnoommiiccss,,  UUnniivveerrssiittyy  

ooff  RReeaaddiinngg  iinn  UUKK..))

Russia putting rouble on gold 
standard is unlikely to last

SSaauurraavv  JJhhaa@@SSJJhhaa11661188
You can literally induct an indige-
nous Pralay SRBM battery by the
time the procurement file for some
gazillion dollar fighter jet *import*
deal moves between two desks.
Instead of crying about IAF
squadron strength, the need of the
hour is to build the rocket force.

VERMICELLI PREPARATION

ALEXANDER MIHAILOV
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BRIEF

Invest

Mumbai: Omega Seiki
Mobility (OSM) and
battery technology
startup Log9
Materials will jointly
invest Rs 150 crore in
charging infrastruc-
ture by financial 
year 2024.

Expects
New Delhi: FMCG
maker Godrej
Consumer Products
Ltd (GCPL) expects to
deliver a “close to dou-
ble-digit sales growth”
in the domestic mar-
ket in the January-
March quarter driven
entirely by pricing.
Overall, short-term
challenges such as un-
precedented global
commodity inflation
and the performance
of its Indonesia busi-
ness, continued to
play out during the
quarter, impacting
consumption and
margins.

Pacts

New Delhi: Macrotech
Developers has signed
multiple joint develop-
ment agreements
(JDAs) with land own-
ers to construct real
estate projects. CEO
Abhishek Lodha said
we believe that the
housing sector will
grow by 3-4x (3 to 4
times) in this decade
(2021-2030).

Sell
New Delhi: Two enti-
ties — Tamara and
Pace have offloaded
shares of casual dining
chain Barbeque
Nation Hospitality for
an estimated Rs 669
crore through open
market transactions.
Those who picked up
the shares of the
Bengaluru based casu-
al dining chain are —
ICICI Prudential
Mutual Fund, Motilal
Oswal Mutual Fund,
BNP Paribas
Arbitrage,
Massachusetts
Institute of
Technology and
TNTBC as The Trustee
of Nomura India Stock
Mother Fund.

Operations

New Delhi: JSW
Energy on Thursday
announced that its
subsidiary has com-
menced operations of
a 225 MW solar plant
at Vijayanagar in
Karnataka. JMD CEO
Prashant Jain said it
remains upbeat to
commence operations
of under-construction
pipeline.

Completes
Mumbai: Auto com-
ponents major
Motherson Sumi
Systems Ltd (MSSL)
said it has successful-
ly completed the ac-
quisition of a majori-
ty stake in Bengaluru
based CIM Tools
Private Ltd.

New Delhi, Apr 07 (PTI):

The finance ministry on
Thursday said 10 states
were given the permission
to borrow an additional Rs
28,204 crore in FY22 for un-
dertaking power sector re-
forms. The 10 states are
Andhra Pradesh, Assam,
Himachal Pradesh,
Manipur, Meghalaya,
Odisha, Rajasthan,
Sikkim, Tamil Nadu and
Uttar Pradesh.

“Department of
Expenditure, Ministry of
Finance, has granted addi-
tional borrowing permis-
sion of Rs 28,204 crore to
10 states for undertaking
the stipulated reforms in

power sector in 2021-22,” it
said in a statement.

In the financial year
2022-23 too, the states can
avail the facility of addi-
tional borrowing linked to
reforms in power sector.
An amount of Rs 1,22,551
crore will be available as
incentive to the states for
undertaking these re-
forms in 2022-23, it added.

The finance ministry,

based on the recommenda-
tions of 15th Finance
Commission, had decided
to grant additional bor-
rowing space of upto 0.5
per cent of the Gross State
Domestic Product (GSDP)
to the states every year for
a four year period from
2021-22 to 2024-25 based on
the reforms undertaken by
them in the power sector.

The objective of granti-
ng financial incentives as
additional borrowing per-
missions for taking up re-
forms in power sector are
to improve the operational
and economic efficiency of
the sector, and promote a
sustained increase in paid
electricity consumption.

10 states given permission to
borrow additional Rs 28,204 cr 

For power sector reforms last fiscal Mumbai, Apr 07 (PTI):

Equity benchmark
Sensex tumbled over 575
points on Thursday, track-
ing heavy losses in index-
heavyweights HDFC
twins, TCS and Reliance
Industries amid a weak
trend in global markets.

Declining for the third
straight day, the 30-share
Sensex slumped 575.46
points or 0.97 per cent to
settle at 59,034.95. During
the day, it tanked 633.06
points or 1.06 per cent to
58,977.35.

The broader Nifty-50
also declined 168.10 points
or 0.94 per cent to close at
17,639.55. From the 30-
share pack, Titan, HDFC,
HDFC Bank, Wipro, TCS,

Reliance Industries
Limited, and Power Grid
were the major laggards.

In contrast, Axis Bank,
Hindustan Unilever, ICICI
Bank, M&M, and Dr
Reddy’s were among the
gainers.

In Asia, markets in
Hong Kong, Seoul,
Shanghai, and Tokyo set-
tled lower. Stocks in the US
also ended lower in the

overnight session. “Recent
market weakness is partly
due to the increasingly
hawkish commentary
from the US Fed,” V K
Vijayakumar, Chief
Investment Strategist at
Geojit Financial Services,
said.

International oil bench-
mark Brent crude jumped
0.93 per cent to USD 102
per barrel.

Sensex tanks 575 points,
Nifty skids below 17,7001

Rupee falls 11
paise at 75.95

against USD, gold
price rises

Mumbai, Apr 07 (PTI):
The rupee declined 11
paise to close at 75.95 (pro-
visional) against the US
dollar on Thursday as the
hawkish stance of the US
Federal Reserve affected
investor sentiments in
global markets and bol-
stered the American cur-
rency. At the interbank for-
eign exchange, the rupee
opened lower at 75.88
against the US dollar, then
slipped further to quote
75.99. It finally settled at
75.95, down 11 paise over
its previous close.

On Wednesday, the
rupee tanked 55 paise, its
steepest single-day fall in a
month, to close at a one-
week low of 75.84 against
the US dollar.

Sydney, Apr 07 (PTI):

Commerce and Industry
Minister Piyush Goyal on
Thursday said the trade
pact between India and
Australia would help ex-
pand the economies of
both countries, thus pro-
viding huge opportunities
for students. He said edu-
cation is an important ele-
ment both in the current
and future engagements
with Australia.

So as trade and economy
expand, the opportunities
for students also naturally
expand and that’s what we
have aimed for, he said
while interacting with stu-
dents here at the
University of New South
Wales. He called for taking
India-Australia partner-
ship in education to
greater heights and invit-
ed the university to ex-

pand its footprints in
India. As we expand our
services offerings to each
other. As we expand trade
in goods, in startups, obvi-
ously there is going to be a
need for all of you (Indian
students in Australia) in a
bigger way, Goyal added.

Australia has over one
lakh students from India.

Speaking at the event,
Australian Trade Minister
Dan Tehan said whether
Indian students studying
in Australia should also
get opportunities to work
here, is a very popular

issue and they are work-
ing to address it. So as part
of the agreement, what we
have reached is that if a
student is from STEM (sci-
ence, technology, engineer-
ing and mathematics) or
working in IT as part of
their degree and if you get
a first class honours, then
you will get extra post
study work (visa). So you
will be able to stay here,
work and work for longer .

We have to make sure
that our education leads to
employment outcome We
hope that in the coming 6
months, you will have
much more opportunity
than what you have at the
moment, he added.

Both the ministers were
replying to a question
from an Indian student
named Mushkan, study-
ing finance and financial
technology here.

Indo-Aussie trade expansion 
to provide opportunities for students

Commerce and Industry Minister Piyush Goyal held
talks at University of New South Wales in Australia on
Thursday.

Bhubaneswar, Apr 07: 

ASBM University,
Bhubaneswar hosted its
8th International
Management Conference
(IMCon-22) on ‘Building
Resilience-The Way
Forward’ on April 2. This
event was in collaboration
with ACBSP, USA,
Lobachevsky University,
Russia and IIM
Sambalpur. The inaugural
session had an august
presence of Governor of
Odisha, Prof. Ganeshi Lal
as the Chief Guest who in-
augurated the conference.

In his address, Chief
Guest and Governor of
Odisha Prof. Ganeshi Lal
said on the vitality of self-
introspection for building
resilience and to carry it
forward. Quoting in-
stances from Bhagavat
Gita and Mahabharat, he
focused on the apprehen-
sion of internal root map-
ping is the ultimatum to
recover quickly from any

difficult situations.
Prof. Biswajeet

Pattanayak, Founder and
President of the
University addressed the
gathering and gave prel-
ude to the conference.
Earlier the welcome ad-
dress was given by Vice
Chancellor ASBM
University, Prof. Kalyan
Shankar Ray. In his key-

note address Mr. Richard
Rekhy, Board Member
KPMG Dubai and Former
CEO, KPMG, stressed on
the all-round development
is the key to a resilient fu-
ture.

Guest of Honor, Prof
D.P. Agarwal, Former
Chairman, Union Public
Service Commission
spoke about the impor-

tance of resilience in this
modern world and gave
emphasis on overcoming
of all the odds, particular-
ly in the COVID-19 period.
After the felicitation there
were releases of book,
‘Building Resilience – The
Way Forward’, ASBM
newsletter, ‘Phoenix’ and
the conference compendi-
um by the Governor.

ASBM University hosts its 8th IMCon-22

New Delhi, Apr 07 (PTI):

The government has
made fitness testing of ve-
hicles through Automated
Testing Stations (ATS)
mandatory in a phased
manner starting April
next year.

In an official statement,
the Road Transport and
Highways Ministry
(MoRTH) said that fitness
testing for heavy goods ve-
hicles and heavy passen-
ger motor vehicles
through an ATS will be
mandatory from April 1,
2023. While in the case of
medium goods vehicles
and medium passenger
motor vehicles and light
motor vehicles (transport),
the requirement will be
made compulsory from

June 1, 2024. An
Automated Testing Station
(ATS) uses mechanical
equipment to automate
the various tests required
to check the fitness of a ve-
hicle. “The Ministry of
Road Transport and
Highways has issued a no-

tification dated 5th April
2022, regarding mandatory
fitness of motor vehicles
only through an
Automated Testing
Station, registered in ac-
cordance with rule 175 of
the Central Motor Vehicle
Rules 1989,” it said.

Govt mandates vehicles’ fitness
testing via automated stations 

Automated Testing Station

 In phased manner
from Apr 2023

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  AApprr  0077  ((PPTTII))::

State-owned Energy
Efficiency Services Ltd (EESL)
is looking to tie up with central
and state agencies across the
country with an aim to max-
imise the adoption of energy
efficient products and services
in India.

The company has opened
registrations for the empanel-
ment of demand aggregators
for Channel Partners
Programme Phase II under
which it will collaborate with
central and state agencies in
designing, implementing, and
maintaining their energy effi-
ciency projects. 

The registration process will
be open till May 31, 2022 and
the successful empanelled par-
ties will be announced on July
1, 2022. With Channel Partners
Programme Phase II, EESL is
looking to increase the uptake
of its energy efficient appli-
ances like LED tubelights,

bulbs, BLDC fans, super-effi-
cient ACs and chillers, among
others. The programme will
provide various growth oppor-
tunities to both EESL and its
channel partners. 

Through this initiative, EESL
will benefit from an extensive
sales network, which will
enhance the reach and prolifer-
ation of energy efficient prod-
ucts and services. The part-
ners, on the other hand, will be
able to leverage EESL’s credi-
ble market presence and high-
quality solutions. With the
phase II of this programme,
EESL aims to increase its

turnover from energy efficient
appliances to Rs 100 crore in
next one year. “Through the
improvised second phase of
our Channel Partners
Programme, we seek to further
stimulate our various initia-
tives, by involving the private
players in our energy efficien-
cy journey,” Animesh Mishra,
Head - Sales and PR, EESL said
in the statement. 

Through its schemes like
Streetlighting National
Programme (SLNP), Unnat
Jyoti by Affordable LEDs for All
(UJALA), Super-Efficient Air
Conditioner Programme and
Building Energy Efficiency
Programme, EESL has actively
worked towards enabling a low
carbon future with significant
economic and social impact.

The organization aims to
introduce a wide array of new
energy efficient appliances in
the future that can help in
mainstreaming energy effi-
ciency in India.

EESL to tie up with agencies to increase
adoption of energy efficient products

Mumbai, Apr 07 (PTI):

Smart mobility firm
Bounce Infinity on
Thursday said it has com-
menced rollout of its first
consumer e-scooter E1
from the Bhiwadi facility
in Rajasthan and deliveries
of the vehicle will start
from April 18. The compa-
ny also said it is looking to
set up a new half-a-million
per annum capacity manu-
facturing facility for e-
scooters in South India
later this year. Bounce
Infinity is backed by mar-
quee investors such as
Accel, Accel US, Sequoia
Capital India, B Capital,
Falcon Edge, Qualcomm,
Chirate, Omidyar
Network, Maverick
Capital, among others. It
had launched E1 with dual
options in swappable bat-
tery - scooter with Battery-
as-a-Service (BaaS) — and
scooter with battery and

charger. It had also an-
nounced that deliveries of
the e-scooter will com-
mence from early 2022.
With the rollout of Bounce
Infinity E1 from our plant,
we are thrilled that the first
batch of our electric scoot-
ers will soon make its way
to eagerly awaiting cus-
tomers across the country,
said Vivekananda
Hallekere, Co-Founder and
CEO, Bounce Infinity. With
current capacity at the

Bhiwadi plant exceeding
2,00,000 scooters annually,
the facility will serve as the
company’s national manu-
facturing hub, catering to
demand from across the
country, the company said.
The BaaS option the first-
of-its-kind in the Indian
market pushes down the
acquisition cost of the
scooter substantially, by as
much as 40 per cent as com-
pared to conventional elec-
tric scooters, it claims.

Bounce Infinity begins 
rollout of its first e-scooter

Rollout of e-scooter E1 begins in Bhiwadi on Thursday.

Mumbai, Apr 07: 

The Koo App launches
Voluntary Self-Verification,
becoming the first social
media platform in the
world to do so. Any user
can now self-verify their
profile on the platform
within seconds by using
their Government-ap-
proved ID card. This move
empowers users to prove
the authenticity of their ac-
counts on the platform,
hence lending credibility to
the thoughts and opinions
that they share. Voluntary
self-verification promotes
visibility of genuine voices.
A visible marker in the
form of a green tick will
identify an account as
being self-verified. Koo is
the first ‘Significant Social
Media Intermediary’ to en-
able this feature in accor-
dance with Rule 4(7) the
Information Technology
(Intermediary Guidelines
and Digital Media Ethics

Code) Rules, 2021. Users
enter the Government-ID
number, enter the OTP, and
on successful authentica-
tion, get self-verified with a
green tick in their profile.
The whole process is com-
pleted within a few sec-
onds. The validation
process is carried out by
Government-authorized
third-parties. Koo would
not store any information
during the process. In addi-
tion to empowering users
on the platform, voluntary
self verification - by pro-
moting authenticity - will
also hopefully result in
curbing online misinfor-
mation, hate speech, abuse
and bullying. Aprameya
Radhakrishna, Co-founder
& CEO Koo said, “Koo is at
the forefront of promoting
trust and safety on social
media. We are very proud
to be the first social media
platform in the world to
launch a Voluntary Self-
Verification system.

Koo launches Voluntary
Self-Verification for all users

New Delhi, Apr 07 (PTI):

The country’s largest
carmaker Maruti Suzuki
India on Thursday an-
nounced opening of book-
ings for the upcoming new
generation version of its
multi purpose vehicle,
Ertiga.

The next-gen Ertiga,
powered by a 1.5 litre
petrol engine with a smart
hybrid technology, will be
launched next week.

The company said it can
be booked with a payment
of Rs 11,000.

Maruti Suzuki India
Senior Executive Director
(Marketing & Sales)
Shashank Shrivastava
said the Ertiga has sold
over 7.5 lakh units and has
been a “game-changer in
India’s MPV market”

“The next-gen Ertiga
will have thoughtful new-
age features, an upgraded
powertrain and advanced
6-speed automatic trans-
mission,” he said.

New Maruti Suzuki
Ertiga bookings open
 Launch next week



Tushar Dalvi highlights
importance of education
Ever since its launch, Sony

Entertainment Television’s
popular show Mere Sai: Shraddha
Aur Saburi has not only narrat-
ed stories of perfect humility,

purity, self-control, equality
and generosity but also  con-
tinuous life teachings to its
viewers. Taking this
thought forward, the up-
coming track narrates a
heartfelt story of a lower caste girl residing in
Shirdi who bears the brunt of the deeply en-
trenched caste system, and a free-thinking man
who believes in equality for all and stands up
for her rights. Sawari works in the local
Kulkarni household where she isn’t given the
respect she deserves, only because she was
born in a lower caste family. However,
Kulkarni’s son Mahesh who has come back
to Shirdi after finishing his higher studies in
London is a fervent believer of equality of
human rights and treating all alike. He be-

lieves in treating everyone the same regard-
less of their race, social status, disability, reli-
gion or caste. Upon his return to Shirdi, he
witnesses Sawari getting humiliated in his

own house and decides to take a stand for her.
Eventually, both fall for each other and develop

feelings towards one another.

IMAX releases it’s exclusive
poster for Kannada lan-

guage period action drama
K.G.F. Chapter 2. Written
and directed by Prashanth
Neel, and produced by Vijay
Kiragandur under Hombale
Films, K.G.F. Chapter 2 stars
Kannada superstar Yash in
lead role along with Sanjay
Dutt, Srinidhi Shetty,
Raveena Tandon and
Prakash Raj. The story is
based on the happenings in
the blood-soaked land of
Kolar Gold Fields and is a
continuation of K.G.F.
Chapter 1. K.G.F. Chapter 2
will release across IMAX
screens in Kannada, Telugu,
Hindi, on April 14, 2022.

IMAX’s exclusive poster fea-
tures a determined Rocky
with an even fiercer look
with weapons in both hands
with chaos and goons in the
background. The poster
reflects Rocky’s thoughts as
he braces himself while his
enemies are clamouring for
revenge and conspiring for
his downfall.
Speaking on releasing K.G.F.
Chapter 2 in IMAX,
Christopher Tillman, VP,
International Development
and Distribution said, “IMAX
is known for offering audi-
ences a larger than life
experience and it is only apt
for us to release an action-
packed film like K.G.F. 

‘K.G.F. Chapter 2 poster’
has a rugged Rocky in a

fierce look

Ajay Devgn, who is gearing up for his
next film 'Runway 34', recently
shared how the idea behind the film

came into being.
The script of 'Runway 34', which will see

Ajay doubling up as a director in addition to
his portrayal of the lead character, was con-
ceived during the first nationwide lock-
down following the first wave of the pan-
demic in India. Talking about how the spe-
cial journey of 'Runway 34' began, Ajay
Devgn shared, "Two years ago, barely a
month into the pandemic, when things
seemed to be going slow, the writer-duo
Sandeep Kewlani and Aamil Keeyan Khan
narrated the script of 'Runway 34' to me. I
liked the script but I wanted certain
changes. As promised, they worked on it
during the lockdown and came back to me
with a refreshed version."

Keeping the essence of the thriller intact,
the actor-director further mentioned that
the film is inspired by true events, "What I
heard, I liked. The script is inspired by true
events and they had made some changes for
the big-screen adaptation. The first half has
an element of thrill which the audience
must experience.

"In fact, each and every one of us will
identify with the turbulence and that hol-
low feeling in the stomach when a flight hits
an air pocket. I can't tell you more because

it's a thriller and must be ex-
perienced." "Coming back
to the script, Sandeep and
Aamil had brought in the ex-
citement and the drama. Then
we worked on the script for another
four months with my regular inputs.
I was happy with the end result and
also absolutely drawn to it. I decid-
ed this would be my third directori-
al. In December, 2020, we launched
the film and started to shoot it as
soon as the lockdown was partial-
ly withdrawn. Here we are today
with a film that I am truly proud
to represent," he added.

Directed by Ajay Devgn,
'Runway 34' is produced by Ajay
Devgn Films and is co-produced
by Kumar Mangat Pathak,
Vikrant Sharma, Sandeep
Harish Kewlani, Tarlok Singh
Jethi, Hasnain Husaini and Jay
Kanujia. The film, which also
stars Amitabh Bachchan, Rakul
Preet Singh, Boman Irani,
Aakanksha Singh and Angira
Dhar, is set to hit theatres on
April 29, where it will clash
with Tiger Shroff and
Nawazuddin Siddiqui-
starrer 'Heropanti 2'.

JoJo Siwa exits Will 
Smith-backed film ‘Bounce’

Dancer and digital sensation JoJo Siwa will no
longer be making her feature film debut with the
screen adaptation of 'Bounce', reports 'Variety'.

Insiders familiar with the project said that
Paramount Pictures has also removed the project
from its development slate.

Siwa told Variety at the GLAAD Media Awards
that she is no longer attached to the movie adapta-
tion of the YA book by Megan Shull. She said, "That
project got put on hold, and then went away. It was-
n't the one."

As per the sources of 'Variety', the project fell
apart months ago and its demise is not related to
Smith's assault of comedian Chris Rock at this
year's Academy Awards. First announced in the
summer of 2020, the film was brought to the stu-
dio by producer Caleb Pinkett ('Cobra Kai',
'Charm City Kings').

His sister Jada Pinkett Smith and Will Smith
were reported to be attached as producers at
the time, before the formation of their con-
tent company Westbrook. One person famil-
iar with Westbrook said Pinkett Smith and
her husband were not leads on the project,

rather lending support to Caleb Pinkett.
The project also made waves last July when
Siwa, who came out as pansexual months

prior, revealed that the script for "Bounce"
included a kissing scene with a male

costar. 'Variety' later reported that the studio
happily removed the kissing scene in light of

Siwa's objection.

ACROSS
1. Inferior
6. Flour factory
10. And
14. Make joyous
15. Between ports
16. Penn or Connery
17. Lawful
18. Cincinnati baseballers
19. Window section
20. Active person

21. Dessert choice
22. Afternoon snooze
24. Correct
26. Hide
27. Come into sight
30. Common contraction
31. Knife user's tool
33. Cutting tools
37. Feel pain
38. Adolescent
41. Pod inhabitant
42. Petition

44. Aardvarks
46. Heidi's cousin
49. Dodges
50. Scoundrels
53. Employs
54. Verify
55. Compass dir.
56. Fair (hyph.)
60. Benefit
61. Curved doorway
63. TV repeat
64. Ink spot
65. Uncommon
66. Sound loudly
67. Evils
68. Prod
69. The British ____

DOWN
1. Join metal
2. Bogus butter
3. Anger
4. Appetizer
5. Lamprey
6. ____ Antoinette
7. Words of understanding (2 wds.)
8. Went first
9. Cowboy's tools
10. Facets
11. Rent contract
12. Christmas visitor
13. Basketball's Shaquille ____
21. Thick soup
23. Tavern
25. Attentive
26. Diamond weight

27. Urgent acronym
28. Dr. ____ of TV
29. Colorless
30. Hair coloring
32. Advances
34. Was a copycat
35. "The Way We ____"
36. Brashness
39. Honking birds
40. Roof edge
43. Emphasizes
45. Loafer ornaments
47. "Viva ____ Vegas"
48. Communion tables
50. Jewish cleric
51. Coral island
52. Bar seat
53. Theater employee
55. Unbleached color
57. Uttered
58. Certain
59. Wallet fillers
62. Sharp knock
63. Batter's stat
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Money problems could be on your
mind, Aquarius, perhaps more so
than necessary. You might have a
tendency to blow them out of propor-
tion and think they're worse than
they are. Try to make a special effort
to be objective. 

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18
Today you could look in the mirror and
panic about your appearance, Pisces. You
might be feeling a little under the weather
and look a little tired. Nonetheless, you
probably look a lot better than you think
you do. Don't fall into the trap of blowing
every little flaw out of proportion. A little
rest is probably all you need in order to look
like yourself again.

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20
Your artistic abilities could seem a bit
blocked today, Aries. You could be anx-
ious to complete a half-finished project,
but at this point you may have no idea
where to go with it. Don't panic! Do
something else for a day or two and ideas
will probably flow as if by magic. If you
don't have a tight deadline, there's no
rush to complete the work now. 

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20
Today you could have a strong desire to
get out and socialize, Taurus. You could
well spend a lot of time on the phone try-
ing to reach some friends, but not have
much luck with it. If they're busy, a frus-
trating game of phone tag could result.
You might try just dropping by. Even if he
or she can't see you right then, you can
make arrangements for later.

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

Today you could receive an invitation
to a social event that you'll really
want to attend, Gemini. People could
be there who might turn out to be
important contacts. Nonetheless, you
might find that other responsibilities
interfere with your plans, and experi-
ence a wave of disappointment. 

Gemini: May 22 – June 21
An opportunity to travel to a place
you've always wanted to visit, perhaps
for business reasons, could come your
way today, Cancer. This could be very
exciting, but you might have some dif-
ficulty making the arrangements.
Flights could be full, hotels too costly,
and responsibilities at home might
need attention. 

Cancer: June 22 – July 22
Daydreams full of adventure, perhaps
involving travel, could take up a lot of your
time today, Leo. You're probably bored
with your situation and longing to do
something to break your routine. You
might have no idea how you can escape
from everything right now. Don't force it.
Spend the afternoon in a place you don't
usually visit. 

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23
Your desire to see a romantic partner
could be very strong today, Virgo.
However, if you ask, you might be
turned down. Don't jump to the conclu-
sion that your friend doesn't want to see
you. If he or she says there are responsi-
bilities to attend to, believe it! You might
have to wait until another day, but that's
probably the worst that will happen. 

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

Overindulgence in food and drink over
the past few days could be causing you
to feel a little out of sorts today, Libra.
You might even wonder if the fun was
worth it! A little careful attention to
yourself will have you back to normal in
no time. Don't be surprised, however, if
another opportunity to live it up pres-
ents itself! Take care. 

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23
A moody family member could have you
confused, Sagittarius, and you might not
be able to discern the best way to find
out what's bothering him or her. Don't
overanalyze the situation. The best way
is probably just to come right out and
tactfully speak your mind. 

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22
A moody family member could have you
confused, Sagittarius, and you might not
be able to discern the best way to find
out what's bothering him or her. Don't
overanalyze the situation. The best way
is probably just to come right out and
tactfully speak your mind. 

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21
You might want to spend most of today out-
side, Capricorn, perhaps taking a walk
through a park. You could have some serious
thinking to do and feel the best recourse is to
be by yourself for a while. Decisions won't
come easily today, so don't try to force them.
Just enjoy being out in the fresh air.
Sometimes things come together more
quickly if you forget about them for a while.

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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Ajay Devgn reveals how
‘Runway 34’ took flight

Alefia Kapadia: We step 
into relationships with 

baby steps which gradually
make us fall in love

‘Bade Achhe Lagte Hain 2' actress Alefia
Kapadia talks about the ongoing track

and how the show brings out the reality of
two strangers gradually falling in love with
each other in an arranged marriage.

The show revolves around Nakuul Mehta
and Disha Parmar, who are playing onscreen
couple Ram and Priya respectively. In the on-
going track, the lead characters are shown
facing the dilemma to express their feelings
for each other. Alefia spoke about the
quandary Ram (played by Nakuul Mehta) and
Priya (essayed by Disha Parmar) are now fac-
ing. She says: "We step into relationships with
baby steps which gradually make us fall in
love. Love is not some quick scheme that two
people can fall into. It takes time, you have to
know the person that you want to love.
Certainty is the keyword here. Sure, the heart
wants what it wants, but there are always
doubts." The actress adds about the upcoming
episodes in which both Ram and Priya will
confess their love for each other.

"Priya still has to come to terms with her
own feelings for Ram even though Ram is al-
ready head over heels in love with her. Love is
an experience that is unique to each individ-
ual. What is important is that you enjoy the
journey and the show is inviting viewers to
be a part of this journey of Priya to Ram,"
she adds.

Essentials - The
feature film

idea was born
during the initial
days of the pan-
demic when the
globe was reeling
under strict lock-
downs. The story
was set with limited charac-
ters, locations, and budget.
The pandemic threw an
array of unique challenges
that was tactfully dealt
with, during the produc-
tion. The production sched-
ule was planned well in ad-
vance and was completed in
just 17 days. 80% of the plan
was done on paper first and

then executed ac-
cordingly with a
minimal yet fantas-
tic crew of just 8 on
sets and 20 profes-
sionals in total. The
film got completed
in a year’s time
which is an

achievement on its own in
comparison to many big
budget films that get stuck
and remain incomplete due
to various reasons. The fea-
ture film has won many
awards at various
International Film
Festivals.You can watch this
award winning film on
Movie Saints and Youtube.

An award winning feature film
by India’s Talented Filmmaker

Praveen Whitefield
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Mumbai, Apr 07:

Gujarat Titans' lethal
pace attack is all set to ask
some probing questions to
the dynamic Punjab Kings
top-order when the two
teams lock horns in an IPL
match on Friday. In terms
of composition and bal-
ance, both Gujarat and
Punjab are very different
and that makes for an en-
ticing contest on a
Brabourne Stadium track
where runs are always on
offer. Punjab in their three
games have shown that the
approach this year would
be to go hammer and tongs
during the Powerplay
overs and set the tempo for
the rest of the innings.

In IPL however, there
are some intriguing sub-
plots that make it an en-
gaging Friday. It will be a
battle between Punjab's
costliest buy (apart from
skipper Mayank
Agarwal's retention) Liam
Livingstone and New
Zealand's speed merchant
Lockie Ferguson.

Having literally ter-
rorised Delhi Capitals'
Mandeep Singh with his
pace and steep bounce in
the earlier game, expect
Ferguson to unleash his
thunderbolts on
Livingstone, who had
taken the CSK attack to
cleaners in the previous
game with his 32-ball-60.

Ferguson and
Mohammed Shami make
for the most potent new
ball pair after the first two

weeks. With head coach
Anil Kumble they would
like to devise a strategy to
keep Punjab Kings under
check during the
Powerplay overs.

Hardik Pandya again
bowling full tilt and touch-
ing 140 clicks also adds to
the potency of the Gujarat
attack but their batting
still looks a bit question-
able save Shubman Gill
and skipper Pandya.

While senior openers
Shikhar Dhawan and skip-
per Agarwal are yet to
make significant contribu-
tions, it would be an oner-
ous job against the Titans
attack.

It is the middle-order of
Bhanuka Rajapaksa,

Livingstone and newcom-
er Jitesh Sharma, that is
expected to provide fire-
works with M Shahrukh
Khan and Odean Smith at
the rear.

They would like to tar-
get the weak Indian
bowlers like Rahul
Tewatia and Varun Aaron,
who is known for leaking
runs in all these years of
IPL. However where
Gujarat might face prob-
lems is in the batting front.
Shubhman Gill is the only
assured batter they have
till now.

In the first match
against Lucknow, they did-
n't have to chase much and
the second game saw them
defend 170 odd purely be-

cause of their opening
bowling depth.

Vijay Shankar as a top-
order batter has looked far
from convincing and
Matthew Wade hasn't yet
hit the rhythm although
he is capable of big hits.

Abhinav Manohar is
very new at this stage
while Tewatia and David
Miller aren't exactly
known for their consisten-
cy.

In case of Punjab, they
have two match-winning
bowlers in Kagiso Rabada
and leg-spinner Rahul
Chahar but Arshdeep
Singh, debutant Vaibhav
Arora and Livingstione
himself did a commend-
able job against Chennai.

PBKS vs GT: Could be one
of IPL’s hottest battles

It will be a battle between Punjab's costliest buy (apart from skipper Mayank Agarwal's retention)
Liam Livingstone and New Zealand's speed merchant Lockie Ferguson.

Potchefstroom, Apr 07 (PTI):

Unbeaten so far in the
tournament, a confident
India team is expected to
steamroll lower-ranked
Korea and seal the semifi-
nal spot in the Junior
Women Hockey World
Cup, here on Friday.

The Indians finished on
top of Pool D with maxi-
mum nine points from
three victories. After hum-
bling Wales (5-1), Germany
(2-1) and Malaysia (4-0),
India go into the quarterfi-
nals with a superior 11-2
record. On the contrary,

with just three points in
their kitty, Korea finished
second in Pool C on ac-
count of a better goal dif-
ference.

Korea's pool was headed
by Argentina with maxi-
mum nine points while
Uruguay and Austria lost
out on a quarterfinal berth
on goal difference after fin-
ishing with same points as
their Asian rival.

With three Olympians
in the squad in skipper
Salima Tete and strikers
Sharmila Devi and
Lalremsiami, the Indians
looked a completely domi-

nant side, rich with big
match experience.

Salima has led the side
from the front with her su-
perlative runs from the
flanks, creating chances
for the forward line, while
Sharmila and
Lalremsiami too lived up
to their expectations with
their attacking game up-
front. But the star of
India's performance so far
in the tournament has
been young striker
Mumtaz Khan, who has
scored five goals so far, in-
cluding a hat-trick against
Malaysia on Wednesday.

In-form India to start favourite against
Korea in Women WC quarterfinal

Pune, Apr 07 (PTI):
Mumbai Indians have endured
a torrid start to the season,
losing three games in a row
and the team's head coach
Mahela Jayawardene feels the
five-time IPL champions need
to adopt a ruthless attitude to
finish off games.
A lacklustre MI lost by five
wickets to Kolkata Knight
Riders here on Wednesday
night to slump to their third
consecutive defeat of the sea-
son. The Rohit Sharma-led
side had lost to Delhi Capitals
and Rajasthan Royals in its
opening two games.
"We were in the game pretty
much all the way but then in
the last few games we have
not been ruthless enough to
close games off," Jayawardene
said at the virtual press con-
ference.
"It's always tough when you
have a start like this but we
need to look at the positives.
We are playing some good
cricket but it's just that we are
not closing games off. All
three games we were in it but
we were not able to finish it
off.
"So these are concerns, spe-
cially with the ball we are not
executing at the back end
under pressure. Our execution
has been poor so we need to
make sure we brush up on
that," he added.

We need to be 
ruthless in finishing

off games, says MI
coach Jayawardene

New Delhi, Apr 07 (PTI):

Anil Kumble felt that he
was treated "unfairly" and
forced to resign as head
coach of the Indian team
but then skipper Virat
Kohli opined that players
were not happy with his
"intimidating" style of en-
forcing discipline, accord-
ing to former Committee
of Administrators head
Vinod Rai.

In his recently pub-
lished book, 'Not Just A
Nightwatchman: My
Innings with BCCI', pub-
lished by 'Rupa', Rai
touched upon various is-
sues that he dealt with
during his 33-month
tenure.

One of the issues and
perhaps the most contro-
versial, was when Kohli
complained about his
breakdown of relation-
ship with Kumble, who an-
nounced his resignation
publicly just after
Champions Trophy in
2017. Kumble was handed
a one-year contract in
2016. "In my conversations

with the captain and team
management, it was con-
veyed that Kumble was too
much of a disciplinarian
and hence the team mem-
bers were not too happy
with him," Rai has written
in his book.

"I had spoken to Virat
Kohli on the issue and he
did mention that the
younger members of the
team felt intimidated by
the way he worked with
them." Rai reveals that the
then Cricket Advisory
Committee comprising
Sachin Tendulkar, Sourav
Ganguly, VVS Laxman

had recommended
Kumble's re-appointment.

"Soon, the CAC met in
London and interacted
with the two separately in
a bid to resolve the issue.
After deliberations over
three days, they decided to
recommend Kumble's
reappointment as the head
coach."

However it was evident
from what followed was
that Kohli's point of view
was given more respect
and hence Kumble's posi-
tion became untenable.

"We had long conversa-
tions with Kumble after he
had returned from the UK.
He was obviously upset
about the manner in
which the entire episode
had panned out. He felt he
had been unfairly treated
and a captain or team
should not be given so
much importance.

"It was the duty of the
coach to bring discipline
and professionalism into
the team and as a senior,
his views should have
been respected by the play-
ers."

Kumble felt he was unfairly
treated: Vinod Rai

Suncheon, Apr 07 (PTI):

Ace Indian shuttlers PV
Sindhu and Kidambi
Srikanth progressed to the
quarterfinals but Lakshya
Sen was ousted after losing
his second round match at
the Korea Open Super 500
badminton tournament here
on Thursday.

World number seven
Sindhu, a two-time Olympic
medallist, got the better of
world number 26 Japan's
Aya Ohori 21-15 21-10 in a
lop-sided contest to take her
head-to-head count against
the Japanese to an over-
whelming 12-0.

The third seeded Indian
will next face familiar foe in
Thailand's Busanan
Ongbamrungphan, whom
she had defeated in the final
of the Swiss Open last
month. The former world
champion, who has claimed
two Super 300 titles this sea-
son at Syed Modi
International and Swiss

Open, enjoys a 16-1 lead in 17
meetings against the world
number 11 Thai. World
championship silver medal-
list Srikanth saw off Israel's
Misha Zilberman 21-18 21-6
to set up a clash with local
hope and former world no 1
Son Wan ho.
Commonwealth Games sil-
ver medallists and world no

seven pairing of
Satwiksairaj Rankireddy
and Chirag Shetty defeated
Singapore's Hee Yong Kai
Terry and Loh Kean Hean
21-15 21-19 in 36 minutes to
also advance to the quarter-
finals. World championship
bronze medallist Sen,
ranked ninth in the world,
went down 20-22 9-21 to world

number 24 Shesar Hiren
Rhustavito in 33 minutes.
The country's other fast-ris-
ing shuttler Malvika Bansod
also failed to advance to the
quarterfinals as she was
brushed aside by Thailand's
Pornpawee Chochuwong 8-
21 14-21 in a second round
women's singles clash that
lasted 39 minutes.

Mumbai, Apr 07 (PTI):

Australian dasher
Glenn Maxwell is confi-
dent that new RCB captain
Faf du Plessis will do a
great job with the fran-
chise as the respect he gar-
ners from his colleagues in
the change room is there
to be seen.

Maxwell, who missed
the first few games due to
his marriage, is expected
to play against Mumbai
Indians on April 9.
However the big-hitting
Australian was effusive in
his praise for the former
Proteas skipper who has
replaced Virat Kohli as the
skipper this season.

"We think he's (Du
Plessis) going to do a
great job for the fran-
chise and even the way
he started, you can tell
he's got the respect of
everyone in the room.
Not only does he lead by

example, with his ac-
tions, but he also per-
forms really well,"
Maxwell told RCB 'Bold
Diaries'.

But Maxwell made it
clear that it's not just Du
Plessis but even the other
seniors need to help the
skipper out as part of
leadership group for
smooth functioning.

"To have a guy of his
quality and caper up the
top of the order is some-
thing that's great for the
franchise. And hopefully,
the senior guys around
can help him out as well,"
he said.

"So, it's not just him
shouldering all that work-
load we'd potentially have
seen in the previous years
at RCB. To have, I sup-
pose, a solid leadership
group behind him to sort
of feel like it's not just
him out there having to
shoulder all the load.

Pune, Apr 07 (PTI):

He wanted to hit every de-
livery out of the park but
even by his own big-hitting
standards, Australian Test
captain Pa Cummins is
"more surprised" than any-

one else after his 15-ball-56
not out blitzkrieg for KKR in
an IPL match against
Mumbai Indians. Regarded
as one of the world's best in
contemporary cricket,
Cummins smashed a record-
equalling fastest fifty to

power Kolkata Knight
Riders' to a comfortable five-
wicket win over MI here on
Wednesday. Cummins
reached his half-century in
just 14 balls, to equal KL
Rahul, to help KKR chase
down MI's total of 161 with 24
balls to spare. "I probably
think I'm most surprised by
that innings. I'm glad that it
came off. I was thinking of
having a swing if it was in
my area. Wasn't trying to
overthink it," Cummins said.
"When I come into bat, it is at
the end of the game. So I
have a clear thinking to just
clear the ropes. Whenever I
am facing him (Jasprit
Bumrah), I just try to hit as
hard as possible and fortu-
nately it came off few times."
He is the world's finest fast
bowler but Cummins is no
mug with the bat and he
proved his worth on
Wednesday night, as KKR,
needing 35 from 30 balls, got
them all in just six deliveries
with the Australian Test cap-
tain hitting six sixes and four
boundaries during his explo-
sive knock.

I think I am most surprised
by this innings: Pat Cummins

New Delhi, Apr 07 (PTI):

Olympic silver medallist
Vijay Kumar and World
Championship silver winner
Jitu Rai on Thursday re-
turned to the national squad
after being away for a pro-
longed period.

Vijay, who claimed a his-
toric silver in 25m rapid fire
pistol event at the 2012
London Olympics, made a
comeback to competitive
shooting after five years
when he participated in the
national championships last
November at the Dr Karni
Singh Shooting Range here.

The 36-year-old shooter,
who is now a deputy superin-

tendent of police in his home
state of Himachal Pradesh,
had been dogged by a recur-
ring shoulder injury since
winning the Olympic medal.
Asian Games gold medallist
Rai, 34, took part in the na-
tional shooting selection tri-
als at the Madhya Pradesh
Academy last month. In the
50-metre free pistol, Rai, a
multiple-time World Cup
gold medallist, shot 562 to top
the field. He was one point
ahead of Saurabh
Chaudhary. Subedar Major
Rai, who has been training at
the Army Marksman Unit in
Mhow, has placed the 2024
Olympics as one of his major
goals.

Top pistol shooters Vijay,
Jitu back in national squad

Du Plessis has earned respect
in RCB change room: Maxwell

Sindhu, Srikanth storm into quarters;
Sen, Bansod out of Korea Open



Vegetable prices soar due
to high transportation cost

New Delhi, Apr 07 (PTI) 

Vegetable prices in
Delhi and adjoining areas
have shot up due to an in-
crease in the transporta-
tion cost following the
fuel price hike, leaving
the customers as well as
the sellers struggling.

Vegetable sellers say
they are facing shrinking
profits and reduced sales
as due to the increased
transportation cost and
the ultimate hike in the
buying price, they are
bound to sell vegetables at
a higher price, which
means either a low mar-
gin for them or limited
sales.

Dharmendra Singh, a
vegetable vendor in

Lajpat Nagar, said the
prices of vegetables have
gone up.

"Tomatoes are now
being sold for Rs 40 per kg
whereas earlier, the price
was between Rs 25 and Rs
30. Bottle gourd is now
being sold for Rs 40 per
kg. Even the price of pota-
toes has gone up. It is now
available for Rs 25 per kg.
Earlier, it used to be sold
for Rs 10 per kg.

"The prices of most of
the vegetables have gone
up. We hardly make any
profit. We buy the vegeta-
bles paying a fixed price
from the market. Another
problem is that we do not
get to choose the vegeta-
bles at the mandis. We are
given a fixed slot and

some times, inferior qual-
ity vegetables get mixed
up. With the prices going
up, people have also re-
duced the quantity of veg-
etables they buy," he said.

Akhilesh, another ven-
dor in Lajpat Nagar, said
the prices of fruits too
have also gone up.

"It is the summer sea-
son and watermelons are
always in demand.
Earlier, we used to sell it
for Rs 20 or Rs 25 but now,
it is being sold for Rs 30.
We get watermelons for
Rs 27 from the mandis, so
we hardly make any prof-
it," he said. Some vendors
said they have stopped
giving coriander leaves
and green chilies to cus-
tomers for free.

‘Over 30 per cent Indian districts
vulnerable to extreme forest fires’

New Delhi, Apr 07 (PTI): 

More than 30 per
cent of Indian dis-
tricts are vulnerable
to extreme forest fires,
said a study released
on Thursday, warning
such wildfires have
risen by over 10 times

in the last two decades. The
study conducted by the
Council on Energy,
Environment and Water
(CEEW), highlighted that
in the last month alone, sig-
nificant forest fires were re-
ported in states like
Uttarakhand, Madhya
Pradesh and Rajasthan.

The CEEW study also
found that Andhra
Pradesh, Assam,
Chhattisgarh, Odisha and
Maharashtra are the most
prone to high-intensity for-
est fire events caused by

rapid change in the cli-
mate. "As global tempera-
tures rise, instances of
high-intensity forest fires
have surged across the
globe, especially in areas
with dry weather.

Over the last decade,
there has been a sharp rise
in forest fires across the
country. Some of these fires
have had severe impacts on
fragile ecosystems and
local economies.

"We need to strengthen
our predictive and forest
fire alert systems further
to limit the damage caused
by forest fires. State and
district-level government
officials must also priori-
tise enhancing the capaci-
ty of frontline forest offi-
cials and forest-dependent
communities to prevent
forest fires.

Scaling up training on

creating effective forest fire
lines and using drones, es-
pecially in known forest
fire hotspots, could signifi-
cantly reduce loss and dam-
age" said Arunabha Ghosh,
CEO, CEEW.

The study also found that
over the last two decades,
more than 89 per cent of
total forest fire incidents
have been recorded in dis-
tricts that are traditionally
drought-prone or have been
witnessing weather swap-
ping trends i.e., flood-prone
areas turning drought-
prone and vice-versa.

Kandhamal (Odisha),
Sheopur (Madhya
Pradesh), Udham Singh
Nagar (Uttarakhand), and
East Godavari (Andhra
Pradesh) are some of the
forest fire hotspot districts
that are also showing a
swapping trend from flood

to drought.
"Sharp increase in forest

fires over the last two
decades calls for a signifi-
cant course correction in
our approach to managing
forest fires. The recent inci-
dent at Sariska forest re-
serve, the fourth such inci-
dent in a week, shows why
managing forest fires in a
changing climate scenario
is a national imperative.

"Going forward, we
should recognise forest
fires as a natural hazard
and earmark more funds
for mitigation-related activ-
ities. Restoration of forest
lands and efficient mitiga-
tion of forest fires could
also help protect the food
systems and livelihoods of
communities traditionally
dependant on forests, said
Abinash Mohanty,
Programme Lead, CEEW.
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New Delhi, Apr 07 (PTI): 

The erstwhile unified
Municipal Corporation of
Delhi (MCD) had come
into being exactly 64
years ago and began its
eventful journey from the
historic Town Hall at
Chandni Chowk. The
over 150-year-old Town
Hall in the heart of Delhi
was the power centre of
the civic body whose first
mayor was freedom fight-
er Aruna Asaf Ali, and
which administered a ma-
jority portion of the na-
tional capital.

The MCD had come into
being on April 7, 1958,
evolving out of the munici-
pal administration system
that began around 1860s.
The Municipal
Corporation of Delhi had
come into being under the
Delhi Municipal

Corporation Act,
1957, passed by
Parliament.

According to
old documents
and reports ac-
cessed by PTI,
and views of
many experts, the
MCD was mod-
elled on the lines
of the 'Bombay
M u n i c i p a l
C o r p o r a t i o n ' ,
when it was being
envisaged by poli-
c y - m a k e r s ,
around a decade after
India's independence.

The first municipal com-
missioner of Delhi, P R
Nayak, had also taken
charge on April 7, 1958, and
his tenure ended on
December 15, 1960, accord-
ing to an old succession
board hung in the old com-
missioner's office at the

Town Hall. From 80 coun-
cillors in 1958, through
successive delimitation,
the number of wards was
expanded to 134 and even-
tually to 272 in 2007. On
Thursday, when PTI visit-
ed this iconic landmark,
municipal staff present
there were unaware of the
day's significance, but ex-

pressed hope that new uni-
fied civic body will "bode
well for the financial
health of the corporation"
which was not doing well
since it was trifurcated
into North Delhi, South
Delhi and East Delhi mu-
nicipal corporations in
2011. While the NDMC and
SDMC have 104 wards

each, the EDMC
has 64 wards,
spanning 272
wards across the
city.

After a decade,
Delhi is now
again set to get a
unified civic body,
as Parliament on
Tuesday passed
the Delhi
M u n i c i p a l
C o r p o r a t i o n
( A m e n d m e n t )
Bill, 2022, with the
Rajya Sabha giv-

ing its nod to it through a
voice vote after negating
all amendments sought by
the opposition. The num-
ber of seats in the merged
municipal corporation of
Delhi will not exceed 250,
and a special officer may
be appointed to oversee its
function till the first meet-
ing of the body is held

under the reunification
law, according to the bill.
The MCD was set up after
amalgamating several
local bodies and adminis-
trative committees, accord-
ing to archival records.

Lutyen's Delhi area gov-
erned by the New Delhi
Municipal Committee
(later New Delhi
Municipal Council) and
Delhi Cantonment areas
were kept out of the ambit
of the new corporation.
The headquarters of the
newly-formed civic body
was at the historic Town
Hall in Chandni Chowk
area, in which the earlier
Delhi municipality was
also housed, and where
the MCD was housed from
1958 till about 2009 before
moving base to the
swanky Civic Centre in
front of the New Delhi
railway station.

MCD began journey from historic Town Hall

Commuters travel in a ferry as they cross the Brahmaputra river, in Guwahati, Thursday.

RISKING LIVES

Tulips bloom inside Asias largest tulip garden on the foothills of Zabarwan Mountains overlooking Dal Lake, in
Srinagar, Thursday.

NATURE’S GIFT

View of the over 150-year-old Town Hall, at Chandni Chowk, in New Delhi, Thursday. 

MP govt launches 
medical knowledge 

sharing mission
hopal, Apr 07 (PTI): 

Madhya Pradesh
Minister Vishwas
Sarang on Thursday in-
augurated "medical
knowledge sharing mis-
sion" to better health fa-
cilities and upgrade
knowledge of doctors
and medical students
with latest technologies.

Speaking to reporters
on the occasion, the state
medical education min-
ister said under the mis-
sion, memoranda of un-
derstanding will be
signed with hospitals,
medical centres and re-
search facilities across

the country and abroad.
The mission aims to

facilitate new tech-
niques, knowledge and
valuable research find-
ings among other things
to doctors and medical
students in the state,
Sarang said. Under the
mission, mem

oranda of understand-
ing will be signed with
renowned hospitals,
medical centres, re-
search facilities across
India and abroad to up-
grade medical knowl-
edge with latest tech-
niques, researches and
treatment procedures,
he said.

To improve health facilities
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Ukrainian medical varsities allow foreign 
students get hands-on training in own countries

New Delhi, Apr 07 (PTI) 

Ukrainian medical uni-
versities have allowed
their foreign students to
gain practical training at
hospitals and clinics in
their own countries, giv-
ing relief to thousands of
Indian students who have
fled the war-hit nation.

The universities have
also urged foreign govern-
ments to provide practical
training opportunities to
their students so that they
can gain requisite skills.

After being shut due to
the deteriorating security
situation in Ukraine in the
face of intense the
Russian offensive, univer-

sities of the eastern
European country have
begun online classes since
last month. But the major
cause of concern for for-
eign students was gaining
clinical expertise in ab-
sence of practical classes.

Coming to the rescue of
such students, several hos-
pitals and private clinics
here have started offering
practical classes and in-
ternships.

"In the current situation
in Ukraine, students are
taught with the help of
technologies. But students
do not have the opportuni-
ty to learn practical skills
directly at the clinical de-
partments of the

University and treatment
and prevention facilities of
the Dnipro city," a Dinipro
State Medical University
(DMSU) said in a notice.

The DSMU has appealed
to public institutions of
the countries of foreign
students "to provide med-
ical practice opportunities
for students of the univer-
sity in the spring semester
2021/2022 academic year
in public and private clin-
ics in your country".

The V N Karazin
Kharkiv National
University has also issued
a letter requesting the gov-
ernments in other coun-
tries to allow its students
get practical training in

private as well as govern-
ment colleges. "We ask
local government officials
to allow all international
students of Ukrainian uni-
versities to go through
practical works in local
private or government
hospitals as depends on
student's courses in their
country," the letter read.

The university stated
that if the students can
furnish a certificate indi-
cating the amount of ac-
quired practical skills,
signed by a doctor on a
form of a medical institu-
tion, it will be considered
as practical training for
the spring semester of the
2021-2022 academic year.

Thomas announces decision 
to take part in CPI(M) seminar

Kochi (Ker), Apr 07 (PTI) 

Defying the edict of the
Congress high command,
senior party leader and for-
mer union minister K V
Thomas on Thursday said
he would take part in a
seminar being organised
by the ruling CPI(M) as
part of its ongoing party
congress in Kannur, but
made it clear that he would
not quit the party and re-
main as a Congressman till
his last breath.

An agitated Congress
condemned the anti-party
act of Thomas and said he
will face stern action for vi-
olating the order of the
high command. The party
high command had direct-
ed both Thomas and
Thiruvananthapuram MP

Shashi Tharoor not to at-
tend the CPI(M) seminar
considering the protest by
party's state unit which is
at loggerheads with the
Left government in the
state over its move to im-
plement semi-high speed
railway project.
Announcing his decision at
a press conference here,
Thomas, who held coveted

posts like union minister
and minister in the state
government when the
Congress was in power
both at the Centre and in
the state, alleged that he
was humiliated to the core
and subjected to harsh so-
cial media campaigns by
certain partymen. "I have
decided to take part in the
seminar. I will go there. I
am not going to take part in
a political programme of
the CPI(M) but in a nation-
al seminar. Issue is more
important for me, not poli-
tics," said the senior leader,
who had a strained rela-
tionship with the party
leadership after he was de-
nied tickets to contest in
the 2019 Lok Sabha polls
and in the State Assembly
polls held last year.
Justifying his decision to
attend the seminar in
Kannur, Thomas said vari-
ous Congress leaders in-

cluding Rahul Gandhi had
taken part in several pro-
grammes in connection
with the Marxist party and
so there was nothing wrong
for him to attend the pro-
gramme on centre-state re-
lations, which has great na-
tional significance in the
present political scenario.

Gandhi had even led an
election campaign for the
CPI(M) in Coimbatore re-
cently and then why objec-
tion was raised against this
seminar and his participa-
tion, the multi-time MP
said. Thomas, once a close
confidant of Congress chief
Sonia Gandhi, said Tamil
Nadu Chief Minister M K
Stalin is also taking part in
the seminar with him and
sought to know whether
the Congress leadership
would decide not to have
any further relationship
with the DMK supremo
over that.

New Delhi, Apr 07 (PTI)
In a new twist to the
bribery case involving
Jamia Millia Islamia pro-
fessor Khalid Moin, the
CBI has started an in-
quiry into allegations by
an accused that its officer
had demanded Rs 60 lakh
bribe to let him off the
case.

Sachin Sachdeva, the
owner of Vyom
Architects who was ar-
rested in the case, claimed
before a special court that
a CBI officer, believed to
be posted in the Special
Unit of the agency, had de-
manded Rs 60 lakh bribe
for not naming him in the
case and had already col-
lected Rs 10 lakh through
his conduit.

Jamia Professor Bribery Case

CBI officer accused of
seeking Rs 60 lakh bribe;

agency orders probe

RELIEF TO INDIAN STUDENTS

Congress warns 
of stern action
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Watery grave
JJaasshhppuurr:: Two children,
including a girl, drowned
while bathing at a pond in
a village in Jashpur dis-
trict, police said on
Thursday. The incident
took place on Wednesday
afternoon when the chil-
dren, Gayatri Singh (10)
and Anurag Yadav (9),
residents of Bokhi Bartoli
village, had gone to the
pond to take a bath, an
official here said. 

Fire 
NNaaggppuurr:: A fire erupted at
a saw mill in Lakadganj
area of Maharashtra's
Nagpur city on Thursday,
partially damaging 10
establishments, while no
casualties were reported
in the incident, an official
said. The blaze broke out
at a saw mill on Old
Bhandara Road around
8.20 am, and it spread to
10 establishments, which
were partially damaged,
chief fire officer of NMC
Rajendra Uchake said.

Lifer
SShhrraavvaassttii:: A court in
Uttar Pradesh's Shravasti
district on Thursday con-
victed a woman of stran-
gulating her children to
death and awarded her
life imprisonment. On
March 27, 2016, Meera
Devi, wife of Pradeep
Verma and a resident of
Madhavapur village,
choked her sons Anurag
(4) and one-year-old
Aryan to death with bare
hands, prosecutor K. P.
Singh told PTI.

Resign
AAmmaarraavvaattii:: All 24
Ministers of the Andhra
Pradesh cabinet on
Thursday submitted their
resignation to Chief
Minister Y S Jagan Mohan
Reddy ahead of the pro-
posed reorganisation of
the Council of Ministers.
The incumbent Ministers
put-in their papers at the
meeting of the Cabinet,
which was their last, offi-
cial sources said. They
remained in their posts
for exactly 34 months.

Mishap
NNeeww  TTeehhrrii:: Two people
were killed and three
others injured after their
vehicle fell into a deep
gorge here, officials said
on Thursday. The passen-
gers were returning from
Vikas Nagar late on
Wednesday night when
the driver lost control
and the vehicle plunged
into a 250 metre deep
gorge on Bel-Parogi
motor road, killing two
persons on the spot,
Dhanolti SDM Lakshmi
Raj Chauhan said.
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A devotee holding a bunch 
of bananas performs rituals

on the occasion of Chaiti
Chhath Puja at the bank of

river Brahmaputra, in
Guwahati, Thursday.
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New Delhi, Apr 07 (PTI): 

The government has ac-
corded sanction to the CBI
to prosecute Moyukh
Bhaduri, former chairman-
cum-managing director of
Hindustan Steelworks
Construction Limited
(HSCL), in a Rs 1-crore
bribery case in the con-
struction work of National
Sports University in
Manipur, officials said on
Thursday.

The CBI had filed a
charge sheet against
Bhaduri and other accused
on January 5 under IPC sec-
tions related to criminal
conspiracy and provisions
of the Prevention of
Corruption Act even as fur-
ther probe into the allega-
tions against him was un-
derway.

The government has now
given the go-ahead to prose-

cute Bhaduri in the case
registered two years ago,
they said, adding that the
special court has been ap-
prised of this development
clearing the way for taking
cognisance of charges
against the official.

Besides Bhaduri, the CBI
has named in the charge
sheet Zillion Infraprojects
Pvt. Ltd MD Anant Saxena,
Vijay Nirman Company Pvt
Ltd's Managing Director V
Ajay Kumar and Director N
Krishna Rao, authorised
signatory of NT
Enterprises in Imphal T
Nimai Singh, and Chalke
alias CH Srinivas, a con-
tractual employee of the
Union Ministry of Youth
Affairs and Sports.

The agency had carried
out searches in New Delhi,
Kolkata, Visakhapatnam
and Hyderabad after regis-
tering the FIR on July 2,

2020, they said. The alleged
corruption pertained to
work related to the sports
university for which tender
was floated by the Ministry
of Youth Affairs and Sports
in 2015, they said.

During the tendering
process, Chalke had intro-
duced Rao to Bhaduri and
Saxena.

After the selection of
HSCL as project manage-
ment consultant for the uni-
versity work, Bhaduri and
Saxena allegedly demanded
a bribe of Rs 1 crore, be-
sides 5.5 per cent of the
total project cost, from Rao
and Kumar of Vijay
Nirman Co Pvt Ltd for pro-
viding an undue favour in
the award of construction
work for NSU, Imphal.

The CBI filed the FIR
after conducting a prelimi-
nary enquiry into the mat-
ter and had obtained sanc-

tion to proceed against
Bhaduri from competent
authorities.

During the enquiry, it
emerged that Chalke played
an important role in con-
vincing Rao to give an ille-
gal gratification of Rs 1
crore to Bhaduri for getting
the work for National
Sports University, the FIR
had alleged.

Rao and Kumar allegedly
arranged the money from T
Nimai Singh of Imphal-
based NT Enterprises by in-
volving him in the work, it
said.

Singh, on the instruc-
tions of Rao, transferred a
total of Rs 55 lakh in May
2015 in three tranches -- Rs
25 lakh on May 13, Rs 20
lakh on May 25 and Rs 10
lakh on May 27 -- into the ac-
count of Zillion Infra
Projects owned by Saxena,
it alleged.

Rampurhat (WB), Apr 07 (PTI): 

CBI sleuths on Thursday
nabbed four West Bengal
residents from Mumbai for
their alleged involvement
in the Birbhum killings, an
officer of the agency said.

These were the first ar-
rests made by the Central
Bureau of Investigation
(CBI) since it took over the
probe into the March 21
killings in Bogtui village
as per the Calcutta High
Court's order.

The four accused had
fled from Bogtui to the
Maharashtra capital soon
after the killings, and they
were apprehended from
their hideout early on
Thursday morning.

"Of the four arrested ac-
cused, two persons -- iden-
tified as Bappa and Shabu
Sheikh -- were named in

the FIR lodged in connec-
tion with the killings. We
will produce them before a
court in Mumbai and plea
for a transit remand to
West Bengal," he said.

Eight people were burnt
alive, and one succumbed
to injuries later, after as-

sailants firebombed sever-
al houses in the village
hours after the murder of
local TMC leader Bhadu
Sheikh. A Special
Investigation Team consti-
tuted by the state govern-
ment was earlier probing
the case.

NITI Aayog to roll out ‘Battery
Swapping Policy’ 

NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Government think tank NITI Aayog is likely to roll out a
'Battery Swapping Policy' by December this year, a senior govern-
ment official said on Thursday. "The Battery Swapping Policy is
likely to be rolled out by December," Sudhendu Jyoti Sinha, advis-
er (Infrastructure Connectivity-Transport and Electric Mobility),
NITI Aayog told PTI. Sinha also said that the Aayog is working on
a proposal to prod railways to set up electric vehicle charging sta-
tions at railway stations in cities whose population is more than 10
lakhs. The policy was announced by finance minister Nirmala
Sitharaman in her 2022-23 Budget speech and is being prepared
by NITI Aayog. "Considering the constraint space in urban areas
for setting up (electric vehicles) charging stations, a battery
swapping policy will be brought out and interoperability standards
will be formulated," Sitharaman had said. She had stated that the
private sector will be encouraged to set up sustainable business
models for battery or energy service and this will improve effi-
ciency in the EV (electric vehicle) ecosystem.

New Delhi, Apr 07 (PTI): 

Decriminalisation of
minor offences is a welcome
step as it will help unclog
the criminal justice system
in the country and the ele-
ment of criminality should
be replaced by the imposi-
tion of civil liability, legal
experts said on Thursday.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has asked bureaucrats
to expedite the decriminali-
sation of minor offences
and violations and in a letter
dated April 4, Cabinet
Secretary Rajiv Gauba has
asked the secretaries to ini-
tiate action on certain sug-
gestions made by the prime
minister which included re-
viewing such crimes and ac-
cordingly taking action to
repeal or amend these provi-

sions in a time-bound man-
ner. Senior advocate and
SCBA President Vikas
Singh said that decriminali-
sation of minor offences
was a good idea , especially
considering how our judi-
cial system is so overbur-
dened . Even in the context
of the central government's
ease of doing business
mantra, he said, every and
any step in that (decriminal-
isation of minor offences)
direction is always welcome
. Echoing similar views, an-
other senior advocate Vikas
Pahwa said, There are vari-
ous minor offences which
are clogging the system and
the government can think
and try to decriminalise
them. We have to see the
larger picture. Because of
these offences, major of-

fences are the ones which
get delayed, where trials are
pending for a long time be-
cause the courts don't have
the time to deal with them.

Advocate Ruby Singh
Ahuja, Senior Partner,
Karanjawala & Co stated
that such a move will help
promote the government's
endeavour of making the
country a business-friendly
destination .

Decriminalization of
minor offences is a step to
ease the backlog in courts
and to take off the burden of
overloaded prison infra-
structure. Legislation must
be brought in to deal with
minor acts and omissions
differently as compared to
serious offences, especially
for the corporate world, she
said.

Pithoragarh , Apr 07 (PTI): 

The resumption of the
Kailash-Mansarovar yatra,
which was suspended after
COVID-19 broke out two
year ago, looks uncertain
this year too as the nodal
agency for the pilgrimage
has received no instruc-
tions from the government
regarding its preparations.

Normally, the Ministry
of External Affairs holds a
meeting with the Kumaon
Mandal Vikas Nigam
(KMVN) Limited, the
nodal agency for the yatra,
and the Pithoragarh dis-
trict administration in
January itself to discuss
the preparations for the pil-
grimage. The yatra which
goes through the Lipulekh
Pass in Pithoragarh dis-
trict was suspended in 2020
after the pandemic struck,
and the suspension contin-

ued through 2021. With a
drop in COVID-19 cases in
recent months, officials
were hoping that the yatra
might begin this year.

"Earlier, preparations for
the yatra used to begin
from January onwards
after receiving instruc-
tions from the external af-
fairs ministry, but this year
we are still waiting for it.
No more time is left for
preparations now," KMVN
general manager A P
Bajpai said.

"Till date, we have re-
ceived no instructions re-
garding the yatra from
anywhere," Pithoragarh
District Magistrate Ashish
Chauhan added.

"Even if we receive the
instructions now, it will be
difficult to meet the dead-
line as the yatra begins
from the first week of
June," he said.

New Delhi, Apr 07 (PTI): 

Setting at rest fears over
Covid restrictions being
relaxed, several experts
say the two-year stringent
mask mandate has led to
fatigue and can be re-
moved from public spaces
for now just as many coun-
tries have done.

While the message
around the benefits of
masking should continue,
it would be wise to lift the
mandate and reintroduce
it if there is another Covid
wave for better compli-
ance, experts said, point-
ing to the futility of ill-fit-
ting masks and lack of
community consensus on
the matter.

The issue is of compli-
ance fatigue, Ramanan
Laxminarayan, director of
Washington's Center for
Disease Dynamics,
Economics & Policy, told
PTI while noting that
many countries around
the world have removed
mask restrictions.

I would urge messaging
around the usefulness of
masking in closed spaces,
but would not suggest that
it needs to be enforced
punitively, added Gautam
Menon, professor,
Departments of Physics
and Biology, Ashoka
University in Haryana.

The assurance comes as
India reports a low num-
ber of cases on Thursday

1,033 new coronavirus in-
fections were recorded and
also one case of a new
Covid strain in Mumbai.

On Wednesday the
Brihanmumbai Municipal
Corporation (BMC) re-
ported India's first case of
the Omicron recombinant
strain XE. However. IN-
SACOG, which monitors
genomic variations in the
SARS-CoV-2 in India, has
decided to take up another
round of genomic se-
quencing at a national lab
for confirmation.

Recombinant' means the
genome of XE is a combi-
nation of the genomes of
the BA.1 and the BA.2 sub-
variants of Omicron.

With India seeing the

lowest number of COVID-
19 cases in two years, sev-
eral states, including
Delhi, Maharashtra,
Punjab and Haryana, have
done away with the
mandatory use of masks.

E p i d e m i o l o g i s t
Laxminarayan said it may
be necessary for the public
to start using masks again
in the future if there is an-
other variant and wave.
But keeping these require-
ments in place indefinitely
causes the public to not
take them seriously. It is
therefore better to remove
them and then reintroduce
them when necessary,
Laxminarayan explained.

Scientist and modeller
Menon agreed.

New Delhi, Apr 07 (PTI): 

The ED questioned NC
leader Omar Abdullah on
Thursday in connection with
the purchase of a building by
J&K Bank some 12 years ago
when he was Jammu and
Kashmir chief minister, a
move the party termed a "po-
litical exercise" ahead of the
Assembly elections in the
union territory.

After spending more than
five hours at the ED office
here in response to summons
sent last week, Abdullah told
reporters that he had not
been accused of anything

and that he had "answered
them as much as I could". He
would further help them "if
they need me",he added.

According to officials, the
case pertains to the purchase
of a building by the J&K
Bank, in which the govern-
ment has 68 per cent equity, at
Bandra Kurla in 2010. A prop-
erty measuring around 65,000
square feet was acquired at a
cost of Rs 172 crores. Sources
said the board of directors of

the bank had set up a two-
member committee headed
by its chairman Haseeb
Drabu which recommended
the purchase of the property,
in which another leading
bank was also interested. The
purchase was approved by
the bank board, and the chief
minister had no say in the
matter, the sources added.

While Abdullah refused to
divulge details about his
questioning by the
Enforcement Directorate
(ED), the National
Conference (NC) slammed
the move as a "vicious vilifi-
cation" and "fishing expedi-
tion" ahead of the Assembly
elections expected to be held
later this year in Jammu and
Kashmir.

New Delhi, Apr 07 (PTI): 

The 55-kmph benchmark
is quite "low" for classifying
trains as "superfast", the
CAG has said while high-
lighting that many such
trains run below the mini-
mum speed.

In May 2007, the Indian
Railway decided that if the
average speed of a train, in
both up and down direc-
tions, is a minimum of 55
kmph on broad gauge and
45 kmph on metre gauge, it
would be treated as a 'super-
fast'.

In November last year,
the Railways had stated the
extant policy for categorisa-
tion of services into 'super-

fast' stipulates that such
trains should have an aver-
age end-to-end speed of
above 55 kmph.

"The reply is silent on the
fact that 123 trains cate-
gorised as superfast were
actually scheduled for run-
ning at an average speed
less than 55 kmph fixed
under the extant policy," the
Comptroller and Auditor
General of India stated.

It noted that the "bench-
mark of 55 kmph for classi-
fying a train as superfast is
itself low, given the MPS of
rolling stock and sectional
speed". The criteria for clas-
sifying trains as 'superfast'
has not been changed since
2007, the CAG stated.

Rs 1 CRORE BRIBERY CASE

CBI gets sanction to prosecute
ex-CMD of HSCL 

CBI makes first arrests
in Birbhum killings

Nabs four suspects
from Mumbai

LEGAL EXPERTS OPINE

‘Decriminalisation of minor
offences welcome step’

Kailash-Mansarovar yatra
unlikely to resume this year

ATTEMPT FOR GUINNESS RECORD

Children with special needs perform during an event for the Guinness World Book of
Records at Karampura Government School in Amritsar, Thursday. 

Mask mandate may not be necessary for now: Experts

CAG REPORT

55-kmph benchmark to classify
trains as ‘superfast’ quite ‘low’

ED questions Omar
Abdullah in J&K Bank case

NC terms it
‘vicious vilification’

Berhampur, Apr 07 (PTI) 

Odisha's Ganjam dis-
trict has topped the coun-
try in providing 100 days
work to rural households
under the Mahatma
Gandhi National Rural
Employment Guarantee
ACT (MGNREGA) during
2021-22, a senior official
said.

As many as 1,29,290
households in the district
were provided 100 days
employment in the 2021-22
fiscal, followed by Barmer
(1,19,938) and Nagaur
(1,12,903) in Rajasthan.

Over 4,00,000 migrant
workers had returned to
Ganjam when a national
lockdown was imposed in
2020 to check the spread of
coronavirus. Several
workers stayed back when
the workers returned to
their workplaces, leading

to an increase in demand
for MGNREGS jobs, the of-
ficial said. The district in
south Odisha has also gen-
erated 2,99,00,497 person-
days of work under the
rural employment scheme
during the period, ranking
fourth in the country.

Ganjam collector Vijay
Amruta Kulange thanked
the team of the district
rural development agency
(DRDA) and block officials
for achieving the first posi-
tion in the country in pro-
viding 100 days of work
under MGNREGA.

He also asked them to
maintain the same spirit
in 2022-23. The jobs created
under the MGNREGA has
helped rural people to sus-
tain their livelihood at the
time of the pandemic, said
Shinde Dattatraya
Bhausaheb, project direc-
tor, DRDA.

Ganjam tops country
in MGNREGA jobs
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Contract labour
killed in road mishap

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Apr 07: A con-
tract labour of Bhilai
Steel Plant was killed in a
road mishap which oc-
curred inside the plant
premises on Thursday
evening. Speeding earth

moving equipment
crushed the cyclist
labour to death.

The incident occurred
around 16:00 hrs on the
road between Gas Holder
Square to Oxygen Plant
2. Police have lodged an
FIR and the body has
been sent to the mortu-
ary after preparing an in-
quest.

The deceased was
Leeladhar Swarnakar
(53) a resident of Prem
Nagar, Camp-2,
Chhawani. He worked as
a painter for the contrac-
tor GP Electricals. He
was travelling on a bicy-
cle when a speeding
Fowlar Crane crushed
him to death. He is sur-
vived by a son, daughter
and family.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Apr 07: On the
first day of the 'Gauthan
Pahuch', the nodal officers
inspected 162 Gauthans of
the district. On the second
/ concluding day, they are
scheduled to inspect 150
gauthans. Collector Dr
Sarveshwar Narendra
Bhure also visited
Gauthan to inspect the
programme.

He inspected the urban
Gauthan located in Durg
and the Gauthan located
in village Konari. He over-
saw the quality of vermi-
compost at Konari.
District Panchayat CEO
Ashwini Dewangan and
Durg Municipal
C o r p o r a t i o n
Commissioner Haresh
Mandavi accompanied
him during the inspection.

Collector interacted

with the women of SHGs
at the Gauthans. The
women informed the
Collector that they are reg-
ularly producing cow
dung vermicompost. They
are maintaining continu-
ity of the vermin-compost
production process so that
the purchase of cow dung
is not hindered.

The Collector took infor-
mation from the SHGs

about other livelihood ac-
tivities. The women in-
formed him that they are
also engaged in poultry
farming. They are getting
a production of 50 eggs per
day which are sold in
Thanaud's hatchery.

They raise Sonali vari-
ety chickens. They have re-
ceived proper training and
are able to conduct the ac-
tivities successfully.

Collector appreciated the
women and suggested
them to expand the liveli-
hood-oriented activities for
increasing their income.

He asked them to work
to make their group finan-
cially strong. For this pur-
pose, they have to expand
the business in view of the
potential of the local mar-
ket. Collector also saw the
oil extraction unit. The

women stated that oil pro-
duced here is consumed in
the village itself.

Everyday people visit
here to get oil extracted
from oil seeds. The women
added that there is enough
work for the oil extraction
machine. Considering the
increased work, the
Collector assured to pro-
vide another unit of Oil
Extraction machine.

He further also inquired
about the activities of
paddy straw donation etc.
During the visit of Urban
Gauthan in Durg,
Collector oversaw the
quality of vermicompost.
Along with this, activities
like poultry farming are
also being conducted
under Godhan Nyay
Yojana. He also inquired
about the implementation
of Godhan Nyay Yojana
and checked the accounts
register.

He interacted with the
women of Kalyani Self
Help Group and said that
the government is develop-
ing Gauthans as livelihood
oriented centres. He urged
the women to expand their
livelihood activities so that
they can become financial-
ly strong and Gauthan be-
comes a self-supporting 
institute.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Apr 07: 'World
Health Day' was celebrat-
ed by BSP's Public Health
Department on Thursday
at a function organised in
Mahatma Gandhi Kala
Mandir. K K Singh, ED (P
& A) was the Chief Guest
on the occasion.

Dr Ravindranath, CMO
(M & HS) was the Special
Guest. K C Tripathi, GM
(TSD) presided over the
function. Dr R L Kamble
was also present at the
function.

K K Singh, ED (P & A)
in his address empha-
sised on the importance
of 'Safai Mitra' workers
in segregating dry and
wet waste. He urged the
audience to become part
of the Swacchata
Abhiyan launched by the
Government of India and
work towards making
India among the top-
ranked clean nations in

the world.
The programme began

with lamp lighting and a
welcome song. At the out-
set, Dr G K Dubey, GM
(TSD) in his welcome ad-
dress stated that the
theme is 'Our Planet Our
Health' this year. Sunil
Chaurasia, AGM (Public
Health) presented the
Annual report highlight-

ing the activities of the
Public Health
Department.

Cleaning jobs were car-
ried out in the Township
on a continuous basis
during the trying COVID
times. Sanitisation was
carried out; Fogging for
Dengue and Larvae con-
trol was done on a large
scale. He appealed to all

residents of the
Township to keep dry
and wet waste separately.

A play on cleanliness
and amiable environ-
ment directed by
Kaushal Upadhyay was
performed during the
programme. Dr
Ravindranath and Dr
Kamble also addressed
the gathering. Employees

of the Public Health
Department and mem-
bers of the Skit group
were felicitated by Chief
Guest K K Singh.

Radhika Srinivasan,
GM (TSD) proposed the
vote of thanks. Over 300
'Safai mitra' and employ-
ees of the Town Services
department took part in
the programme.

Visually impaired Lalit to work 
as customer care executive

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Apr 07: District
Administration has pro-
vided a laptop to a visually
impaired youth. This de-
vice will help this talented
youth to work as a cus-
tomer care executive. A
few days ago, Lalit
Sharma, a visually im-
paired youth from
Khursipar, visited the
Collector Jandarshan and
apprised Dr Sarveshwar
Narendra Bhure about his
future plans.

He informed that he has
received training for 'cus-
tomer care executive' and
now there are possibilities
of online work. He was
willing to become em-

ployed and needed a laptop
to do this work. The
Collector inquired about
the nature of his work and
his educational back-
ground. Considering his
application in a sensitive
manner, he directed the
Industries Department to
help the youth through
CSR funds of the indus-
tries. Later, Vossloh
Beekay Casting Limited
came forward and offered

to provide a laptop for the
youth. Lalit said that a lap-
top is important for his job
as it has a large storage
space. He will work with
the help of the interactive
voice system of the laptop.
On Thursday, the Collector
presented a laptop and
wished him a bright fu-
ture. Additional Collector
Nupur Rashi Panna and
GM (DIC) Simon Ekka
were also present.

Green manure enhances inherent fertility; 
farmer cultivates second crop without fertilizer

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Apr 07: Under the
Rajiv Gandhi Kisan Nyay
Yojana, farmers are being
encouraged for crop diver-
sity. In this sequel, the
farmers of village Matra
have cultivated aromatic
rice in their fields.

The innovative initia-
tives are bearing exciting
results. The joy and excite-
ment is clearly visible on
the face of farmers as they
get better prices for the
crop. The most significant
outcome is that the inher-
ent fertility of the soil has
been enhanced.

The farmers of village
Matra did two types of ex-
periments on their fields.
The first experiment was
organic farming in which
they used green manure.
Just before the rain, they
spread Sunn Seeds (Sunn

Hemp) in the fields.
It grew rapidly with-
in a month. Soon
after the first rains,
the farmers
ploughed and lev-
elled the land. In this
manner, they pre-
pared the best organ-
ic fertilizer. The
farmers then culti-
vated aromatic rice
on this land.

It needs to be men-
tioned here that the
excessive use of
chemical fertilizers
results in deteriora-
tion of immunity of
the crops. Due to this
reason, the farmers had to
use pesticides for protect-
ing the crops. The green
manure eliminated this
problem. The enhanced in-
herent fertility of the soil
not only ensured in-
creased crop yield but also

suppressed the weeds.
The local farmers stated

that the normal paddy pro-
duction range is between
15 to 18 quintals. Under
typical conditions, up to 18
quintals are produced.

Farmer Narayan Prasad

Sahu informed that the
production of aromatic
paddy proved to be a prof-
itable deal. He took two
crops successively without
using fertilizers due to the
increased soil fertility. The
produce was sold at the

rate of Rs 2500 per quintal.
Also, he found local cus-
tomers who were ready to
purchase the rice at Rs 50
per kg. Sahu has also kept
aromatic paddy for his
family consumption. Sahu
stated that the experience

of using organic manure
is wonderful. There is a
great demand for organic
products in the market.

Local Rural Agriculture
Extension Officer
Dipankar Mandal said
that the department pro-

vided sunn seeds to the
farmer. He also took vermi
compost from the society.
Two quintals of extra aro-
matic paddy were cultivat-
ed as compared to produc-
tion by chemical fertiliz-
ers. He informed that the
farmers are very excited
by this experiment and
want to practice the same
in future also.

Senior Agriculture
Extension Officer NP
Ahirwal informed that
with the government's en-
couragement, the farmers
are adopting innovations
and are getting the bene-
fits. This will encourage
crop diversity and organic
farming as well.

The soil health is a very
important factor for a good
crop. If the organic compo-
nent in the soil is 3 percent
to 6 percent, the crop yield
will be good. After the

rapid use of chemical fer-
tilizers, the organic com-
ponent in the soil has de-
creased significantly.
Increased use of chemical
fertilizers can completely
neutralize the fertile po-
tential of the soil.
According to research, the
biological properties in an
orange have reduced by
90% in the last one centu-
ry.

It happened due to the
reduced soil fertility. In
Chhattisgarh, Chief
Minister Bhupesh
Baghel's decision to en-
courage organic farming
will not only reinstate the
soil health, but will also
maintain food security for
the coming generations.
This initiative has become
even more relevant in
view of the emerging
chemical fertilizer crisis
across the country.

Collector provides
laptop to the talented
Divyang

Public Health Department celebrates ‘World Health Day’

162 Gauthans inspected on first day of ‘Gauthan Pahuch’ programme

Scales of pay fixed for BSP employees after wage revision
Bhilai, Apr 07: The NJCS
Sub Committee has fi-
nalised the scales of pay
for the SAIL employees
after the revision of
wages. After stretched dis-
cussion, the unions agreed
for the highest pay scale of
28500 - 107900 for the S-11
grade. The starting grade
S-1 will get a scale of Rs
25070 - 35070.

In the first half of the
meeting of NJCS Sub
Committee of scale and al-
lied issues, the unions
raised the demand to with-
draw all the vindictive sus-
pension and transfer or-
ders immediately.

They demanded to fi-
nalise the issue of
Designation change in
NJCS without any delay.
They also demanded full
arrears and gratuity with-
out any ceiling. The

unions reiterated the de-
mand to renegotiate in
NJCS with special addi-
tional increment and
HRA should be paid as per
govt guideline on revised
basic pay.

Inspite of highest cash
collection and net profit,
management remained re-
luctant to share the profit.
While discussing the issue
of scale, management ini-
tially offered Rs 85,574 as
the end point of S-11. The
union leaders argued that
this amount which will
still lead to stagnation for
majority of the workers.
All the unions stuck to the
demand of Rs 1,15,000 as
the end point.

During discussion of
scale, the unions demand-
ed to ensure 3 percent in-
crement on revised actual
basic pay retrospectively

for all workers. Later the
management placed an
offer of Rs 90,785 as their
last proposal. But all the
trade unions unitedly put
the logic of stagnation and
rejected the proposal.
Under the pressure of
unions, the management
increased the proposal to
Rs 96,314.This offer was
also far short of the de-
mands of the workers'
side. The union leaders
stated that this amount

cannot end the huge per-
petual loss due to various
types of stagnation. This
offer was also rejected by
all the trade unions.
Thereafter the manage-
ment went upto Rs
1,00,000.

The unions refused to
sign the MoU and contin-
ued to bargain firmly. The
unions continued to bar-
gain and finally manage-
ment offered Rs 107900.
The unions unanimously
accepted this offer and
signed the MoU. However,
other issues like full ar-
rears from 1-1-2017, addi-
tional special increment,
ceiling less gratuity and
other vital wage-agree-
ment related issues are
still pending. The unions
opined that wages of con-
tract workers must be set-
tled immediately.

Children play ‘Snakes and Ladders’
to overcome vaccine fear

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  AApprr  0077::  On the occasion
of World Health Day, a unique
vaccination camp was organ-
ized here at Vishwadeep Senior
Secondary School in Durg. With
the help of the snakes and lad-
ders game, efforts were made
to eliminate the vaccine fear of
the children. This camp was or-
ganised with support of JCI and
Samarthan Centre for
Development for the children of
12 to 14 years age group. 300
children were vaccinated in this
camp. All the teachers as well
as the parents participated in
the programme. Team of Urban
Health Mission and Samarthan
gave information to parents
about registration and vaccines.

A selfie zone was created in
the school where the children

took selfies with their parents.
Apart from this, the children
were made aware about Covid
19 through games and activi-
ties. MLA Arun Vora, Mayor
Dheeraj Bakliwal, BMO Urban
RK Khandelwal and DIO BS
Banjare were present as special
guests. Manisha Khilendra
Negi, Roshiva Jain and Urmila
played vital role in organising
the programme. Another health
awareness program at

Panchayat level was organized
by Rajiv Yuva Mitan Club in
Village Teligundra. The mem-
bers of Rajiv Yuva Mitan Club
made the villagers aware of the
prevention of heat stroke.
District Panchayat Vice
President Ashok Sahu said that
due to climate change, human
health is getting adversely af-
fected. The possibilities of vari-
ous diseases are increasing. At
present, keeping in view the

possibility of heatstroke, the
Health Department, Panchayat
Department, Revenue and
Disaster and Relief Department
along with the members of
Rajiv Yuva Mitan Club are doing
commendable work for health
awareness. Health and
Wellness Center Ranitarai RMA
Sushma Mishra apprised the vil-
lagers in detail about the symp-
toms, prevention, first aid at
home, and treatment in health
centers. BMO Dr Ashish Sharma
informed that under the guid-
ance of Collector Durg Dr
Sarveshwar Narendra Bhure,
District Panchayat CEO
Ashwani Dewangan, SDM Vipul
Gupta, CEO Janpad Panchayat
Manish Sahu, awareness pro-
grammes are being run in the
community for prevention of
heat stroke.
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COLOURFUL LIGHTING

The temple of Goddess has been decorated with colourful lights on occasion of ‘Navratri’.

Raipur, Apr 07: Governor
Ms Anusuiya Uikey called
on the Prime Minister,
Narendra Modi, in New
Delhi today. Informing
about the present situation
of the state the Governor
discussed with Prime
Minister various problems
of tribes of Chhattisgarh
and other issues in the
state. She requested for the
implementation of PESA
law in the urban areas
falling under the 5th
Schedule saying that with
the implementation of
PESA law tribes will get
their constitutional rights.

Apart from this, she dis-
cussed about making rules
regarding PESA law for
rural areas. During the dis-
cussion, the Governor ap-
prised the Prime Minister
about the problems of the
tribes. Apprising the
Prime Minister about the
quantitative errors in the
caste names of tribes Ms
Uikey said that it was mak-
ing it difficult for eligible
persons to obtain caste cer-
tificates.

Governor Ms Uikey said
that during her visit to dif-

ferent districts of the state,
she interacted with the
tribes there and got to
know their problems. She
emphasized many deci-
sions regarding the devel-
opment of the tribals of
the state. She requested
that the universities locat-
ed in tribal dominated dis-
tricts should be upgraded
as Central Tribal
University for the benefit
of tribal communities.
During the discussion, Ms
Uikey told that there was
also a need to preserve the
art culture of the tribes of
these areas. For this, she
requested that such tribes
should be researched and
documented so that their

culture can be recognized
throughout the country.

Governor Ms Uikey has
also requested Prime
Minister Modi to give a
special package for proper
development of tribals liv-
ing in Bastar and Surguja
divisions. According to her
special package will help
expand education and
health related facilities in
these areas and youth will
get employment and tribal
community will get better
development.

Ms Uikey also discussed
with the Prime Minister
Modi about the
Anganwadi workers,
Urban Social Workers
(USHA) and ASHA work-
ers of the country and said
that these workers are dili-

gently performing their
work in the rural areas of
the country including the
state. They have been
working continuously
even during the COVID sit-
uation. While appreciating
the work of these workers,
Ms Uikey requested Modi
to increase their honorari-
um. The Governor
thanked Modi for includ-
ing four districts of
Purvanchal of Uttar
P r a d e s h - C h a n d a u l i ,
Kushinagar, Sant Kabir
Nagar, Sant Ravidas Nagar
among the tribal districts.
The Governor Ms Uikey
honored the Prime
Minister with a memento
and shawl.

Governor meets PM, discusses 5th
schedule, PESA law and other issues

Demands special
package for Bastar
and Sarguja divisions

RRaaiippuurr:: Chhattisgarh
Governor Ms Anusuiya Uikey
met Union Home Minister
Amit Shah in New Delhi today.
The Governor held discussion
with Union Home Minister
over Naxal activities and other
problems in Naxal affected
districts of Chhattisgarh. Ms
Uikey said that she visited
various districts of the state.
She informed the Union Home
Minister of the grievances of
the people in tribal and rural
areas of the state.

Ms Uikey discussed with
Shah special package for
Bastar and Sarguja divisions.
According to her special pack-
age would ensure speedy
development of the people in
such areas.

The Governor said that spe-
cial package was needed for
expansion of health services,
promotion of education
among youth in such areas
and providing employment
opportunities to them. The
Governor also honoured the
Union Home Minister Shah
with memento and shawl. The
second part of a book titled
Nai Soch-Nai Pahal, based on
the works of Governor was
also presented to Union Home
Minister.

Guv discusses Naxalism, other issues with Union HM
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Raipur, Apr 07: The spe-
cial mental health unit
has started functioning
in Government
Ayurvedic Colleges in
Raipur and Bilaspur
every Friday from April
1, 2022. Special mental

health OPD will be or-
ganized at Government
Ayurvedic College
Hospital located in
Raipur and Bilaspur on
April 08, like last Friday.

Dr. Vijay Sahu,
Assistant Director,
Directorate of AYUSH
said that in the special
OPD will be organized
every Friday, people suf-
fering from mental
health issues would be
provided free of cost
guidance, suitable treat-
ment and healthy

lifestyle through
Ayurveda.

Panchkarma services
will also be provided to
these patients as per the
requirement. He said
that the initiative has
been started in
Government Ayurvedic
College Hospital, Raipur
and Bilaspur from last
Friday i.e. on April 01.
Free-of-cost guidance and
treatment was provided
to people suffering from
mental health issues in
this special OPD.

Special Mental Health OPD to be organized 
In Raipur and
Bilaspur Ayurvedic
College Hospital
every Friday

Raipur, Apr 07: On the
occasion of Ram Navami,
a state level singing com-
petition of Ramayana
Troupes has been organ-
ized  from 8 to 10 April at
Shivrinarayan, a famous
pilgrimage site in Janjgir-
Champa district. On this
occasion, Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel will at-
tend the closing ceremony
of the competition and

will inaugurate various
development works under
Ram Van Gaman tourism
circuit. During the compe-
tition, eminent artists of
the country and the state
will also perform Manas
singing.

According to the infor-
mation received from the
Department of Culture, in
this three-day event, the
vocal nightingale of
C h h a t t i s g a r h ,
Padmashree Mamta
Chandrakar will perform
on April 8. Mumbai’s fa-
mous playback singer
Anuradha Paudwal will
perform on April 9. Jas
Geet Samrat Dilip
Shadangi, alumni of
Music University
Khairagarh will perform
on April 10. A dance
drama and hymn based on

the Ram-Shabri episode
will be presented by
Samrat Padmashree Anup
Jalota.

In the state level Manas
singing competition being
organized in
Shivrinarayan, about 350
artists from selected
Manas circles of 25 dis-
tricts will give their per-
formances in the state
level competition on 8-9
and 10 April. At the con-
clusion of the competi-
tion, on April 10, Chief
Minister Mr. Baghel will
give prizes to the
Ramayana troupes that
come first three places in
the competition. The first
prize will be given for Rs 5
lakh, the second prize will
be given for Rs 3 lakh and
the third prize will be Rs 2
lakh.

CM Baghel to attend the closing
ceremony of Shivrinarayan

Eminent national
and regional artists
to perform in the
ceremony

Competition will be
arranged for Manas
Singing for
Ramayana troupes
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Raipur, Apr 07:
Madhya Pradesh Chief
Minister Shivraj Singh
will be on day-long visit
to Chhattisgarh on
Friday to campaign in
favour of the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) can-
didate Komal Janghel in
the Khairagarh by-elec-
tions scheduled to be
held on April 12.

According to the infor-
mation received, Shivraj
Singh Chouhan would
be arriving at Raipur
Airport on Friday after-
noon. He would reach
Khairagarh in
Helicopter from Airport.
As per the scheduled de-
clared, the MP Chief

Minister Chouhan
would be addressing
public meeting at
Salhevara Khairagarh
and at village
Kopebhanta before re-
turning back to Bhopal
in the evening.

BJP has speeded up
the campaign for the
Khairagarh by-elections.
After Prahlad Patel and
Faggan Singh Kulaste,
the Chief Minister
Shivraj Singh Chouhan
is the third senior leader
from neighbouring
Madhya Pradesh to cam-
paign for Khairagarh by-
elections to woo the elec-
toral, particularly, the
voters from Other
Backward Communities
in the region.

Shivraj to campaign in
Khairagarh today

RRaaiippuurr,,  AApprr  0077::    Commercial
Tax (Registration) Department
saw a record revenue collec-
tion of Rs 1955 crore 95 lakhs in
the year 2021-22. There has
been an increase of 23.06 per
cent in revenue collection as
compared to the previous year.
Similarly, there has been an
increase of 12.43 per cent in
the number of registered docu-
ments as compared to the pre-

vious year.
The Chhattisgarh govern-

ment under the leadership of
Chief Minister Bhupesh Baghel
has decided to provide special
relaxation in the registration
rules. Under this, the depart-
ment has given a rebate of 02
per cent in the registration fee
on the documents related to
the sale of residential houses
up to Rs 75 lakh, which came
into effect from August 2019.
Similarly, the guideline rates of
land were reduced by 30 per
cent from July 2019. In this
year, a total of 40 per cent
reduction was done in urban
bodies by giving an additional
10 per cent exemption.
Meanwhile, the ban on the sale
of small plots was also lifted. A
positive environment was cre-
ated by these steps taken by
the state government. This has
resulted in an increase in pur-

chase and sale of land than
before, thereby increasing the
revenue received by the gov-
ernment.

Inspector General of
Registration and
Superintendent Ms. Iffat Ara
informed that revenue collec-
tion of Rs 1113.16 crore was
recorded in the year 2018-19,
Rs 1640.66 crore in the year
2019-20, and Rs 1589.42 crore
in the year 2020-2021. Record
revenue collection of Rs
1955.95 crore was witnessed in
this year (2021-2022).
Compared to the target fixed,
108 per cent revenue collection
has been received. Similarly,
over 2.01 lakh documents were
registered in the year 2018-19,
2.20 lakh in the year 2019-20
and 2.66 lakh in the year 2020-
21. As many as 2.99 lakh docu-
ments were registered in the
financial year 2021-22.

Commercial Tax (Registration) Department
saw record revenue collection 

Of Rs 1955.95 cr in
the year 2021-22

23.06% increase as
compared to last
year

Positive environ-
ment created by the
steps taken by the
government

Raipur, Apr 07: Principal
Secretary School Education
Dr. Alok Shukla reviewed
the schemes run by the
School Education
Department in Mantralaya
on Thursday. He instructed
the District Education
Officers to fill up the posts of
principals and teachers in
Swami Atmanand excellent
English and Hindi medium
schools at the earliest. Dr.
Shukla said that proposals
for posting in schools with-
out teachers should be sent
by April 11. In the meeting,
the District Education
Officers were directed that
Swami Atmanand should
have the principals and
English medium teachers in
English medium schools,
Hindi medium teachers for
Hindi subject for the English
medium schools and Hindi
medium schools starting
from the upcoming academ-
ic session. He instructed that
the recruitment of the posts
of principal and teachers
should be done soon. He said
that the posts of teachers
should not remain vacant in
these schools. The officers of
the Education Department
should ensure the fulfill-
ment of these posts with mu-
tual coordination. The posts
of Hindi medium teachers
in English medium schools
are the same as those pro-
posed by the District
Education Officers. If you
want any other position, you
can offer. Principal
Secretary School Education
directed the officers not to

engage teachers. Wherever
they get their salary, they
will work there. He said that
these schools are being run
by a committee headed by
the Collector. He asked to
send proposals for filling up
the posts of principals in
Swami Atmanand Hindi
medium schools by April 11
and proposals of teachers by
April 18. These posts should
be filled by the last week of
this month so that the prin-
cipals can be trained in the
coming month. He directed
the State Council of
Educational Research and
Training to prepare for the
training of the principals
and teachers of these
schools. Information related
to these schools should be
kept updated in the portal.
Principal Secretary School
Education Dr. Shukla said
that in the same way, the pro-
posals for posting in teacher
less schools should be sent
by April 11. He asked the
District Education Officers
to take necessary action on
the complaint of increase of
more than 8 percent fee by

private schools against the
rules. The officials of the
Education Department in-
spect the schools.
Monitoring of schemes
should be done on the basis
of department’s portal. He
said that under the Right to
Education, private schools
should be verified and paid
according to their eligibility.
The District Education
Officer should ensure that
the child who is being paid is
eligible and is studying in
the school. For this, take out
the school wise list of chil-
dren from the portal and do
100% physical verification
within two weeks. If irregu-
larities are found, recovery
action should be taken
against the concerned insti-
tution.

Secretary School
Education Dr. Kamalpreet
Singh, Joint Secretary
School Education Mr. Rajesh
Singh Rana, Director Public
Education Mr. Sunil Jain
and all the Divisional Joint
Directors and District
Education Officers were
present in the meeting.

Fill the posts of principals, teachers in Swami
Atmanand schools soon: Dr Alok Shukla
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Raipur, Apr 07: The
Mahila Chamber of

Chhattisgarh Chamber of
Commerce and Industries
informed that donated 11
beds to help patients at Dr.
Bhimrao Ambedkar
Hospital, Raipur.

Mahila Chamber
thanked Dr. Meera Baghel,
Chief District Medical
Officer, Raipur (CMHO)

and Dr. Netam  for sharing
the problem with the
women’s chamber in the
hospital. Women’s
Chamber President Mrs.
Madhu Arora thanked
Narendra Harchandani
for the cooperation and ex-
pressed gratitude to all the
members of the Mahila
Chamber team for giving
their valuable time. On
this occasion, Women
Chamber Patron Mrs.
Abha Mishra, President
Mrs. Madhu Arora,
General Secretary, Pinky
Agarwal, Vice President-
Neelam Diwakirti, Hemal
Shah, Sakshi Bajaj,
Secretary Soma Ghosh,
Media In-charge Indira
Jain and Ritu Salot were
prominently present.

Women’s Chamber donates 11 beds for patients

At Dr Bhimrao
Ambedkar Hospital
Raipur
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Raipur, Apr 07:
Chhattisgarh Table
Tennis Association
(CTTA) and Rajdhani
Table Tennis Association
(RTTA) jointly organized
World Table Tennis Day
function on Thursday
evening to honour the
senior players including
those who represented
Chhattisgarh at National
Tournaments. Office-
bearers also celebrated
the Day by cutting Cake
and releasing the
Souvenir in the form of
News Letter related with
activities held in the year

2021-22.
Providing the above in-

formation in a statement
issued here, the CTTA
Secretary Vinay
Baiswade said that
Raipur North MLA and
Chhattisgarh Housing

Board Chairman Kuldeep
Juneja was chief guest of
the event whereas CTTA
President Sharad Shukla
presided over the func-
tion.

Senior players Giriraj
Bagdi, Pradeep Janwade,

Vimal Nair, Harish
Pandey, Pradeep
Dasgupta and Renuka
Subba were felicitated for
their outstanding contri-
bution to the Table
Tennis over the years.

Similarly, Dr Malvika
Chatterjee, Dr Viplov
Chatterjee and Deepshri
Solanki were felicitated
with memento for their
contribution in the
Educational Sector apart
from Table Tennis.

National Table Tennis
tournament players
Sagar Ghatge, Rajiv Sahu,
Shlok Soni, Abhishek
Raj, Surabhi Modi, Shilpi
Ghosh in senior category

and Ramji Kumar, Vishal
Decate, Karan Malhotora,
Pranay Chouhan, Arjun
Malhotra, Andrew T
Williams, Yashwant
Decate, Chahak Kataria,
Haritima Agrawal, Vihan
Agrawal and Lavanya
Pandet were honoured for
their outstanding per-
formance in Junior cate-
gory.

Mayor-in-Council mem-
ber Akash Tiwari, CTTA
Secretary Vinay
Baiswade and Treasurer
Harjit Hura were also
present whereas Joint
Vice President Shakil
Sajid conducted the pro-
ceedings.

Players felicitated on World TT Day

Raipur, Apr
07: Newly-
a p p o i n t e d
R e g i o n a l
Director of
R e s e r v e
Bank of
India, Raipur
Mrs. Reeni
Ajeet paid
c o u r t e s y
visit to Chief
M i n i s t e r
B h u p e s h
Baghel at his
official residence here on
Thursday. On the occasion,
RBI Raipur DGM SM

Mishra, SGM SP Soni and
Manager Naveen Tiwari
were also present.

Newly-appointed
Regional Director of RBI
Raipur pays visit to CM
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COOL DIP

Children are taking a dive into a pond to beat the scorching heat here on Thursday.
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Rajnandgaon, Apr 07:
Union minister Prahlad
Singh Patel on Wednesday
hit out at the Bhupesh
Baghel-led Congress gov-
ernment in Chhattisgarh,
alleging that it has not
done anything in the
three-and-a-half years of
its rule on the basis of
which it can seek votes in
Khairagarh bypoll.

Khairagarh assembly
seat in state’s
Rajnandgaon district,
which fell vacant in
November last year follow-
ing the death of Janata
Congress Chhattisgarh (J)
MLA Devvrat Singh, will
witness a by-election on
April 12. Patel, a BJP MP
from neighbouring
Madhya Pradesh, on
Wednesday launched his

two-day campaign for the
party’s candidate, Komal
Janghel, who is contesting
the bypoll. The Congress
has fielded its Khairagarh
block unit chief Yashoda
Verma, while Narendra
Soni is the JCC (J) candi-
date. Talking to reporters
on the sidelines of his
campaign in Amlidihkala
village, the food process-

ing industries minister
said, the bypoll will deter-
mine the scale of the fail-
ures of the Congress gov-
ernment in the state.

Exuding confidence
over the victory of BJP’s
nominee, he said, “We will
do a better job like a
‘chowkidar’ (watchman).
We will expose the
hypocrisy of Congress. In
the last three-and-a-half
years, Congress has done
nothing on the basis of
which it can seek votes.”

Slamming the Congress
for its bypoll promise of
declaring Khairagarh as
district if it wins, Patel
said, “Who had stopped
Baghel earlier from mak-
ing it a district...There is
no objection in making
Khairagarh a district.
Congress has made this
promise out of fear.”

Over a query on
Congress leaders’ claims
that farmers who are get-
ting Rs 2,500 per quintal on
selling their paddy could
get Rs 2,800 per quintal in
the coming days, he said,
“I feel that Congress in-
tends to turn the state
bankrupt. If they wanted
to spend money, then we
have allocated funds under
the Jal Jeevan Mission “

Patel attended the
party’s programme in
Amlidihkala and then
campaigned in Pipariya
area before addressing a
rally in Udaipur in
Chhuikhadan area.

Besides, Union Minister
of State for Steel and
Rural Development
Faggan Singh Kulaste also
campaigned in
Khairagarh for the party
candidate on Wednesday.

Meanwhile, former
chief minister and BJP
national vice president
Raman Singh Singh re-
leased a 26-point
‘chargesheet’ against the
ruling Congress, accusing
it of failing on all fronts.

Singh also released a
separate document which
mentions 36 development
works done by the previ-
ous BJP government in
Khairagarh area.

Reacting to Patel’s re-
marks on paddy procure-
ment, state Congress
spokesperson Dhananjay
Singh Thakur said his
statement shows the anti-
farmers face of the BJP.

“Why can’t BJP tolerate
if farmers get good re-
turns for their produce,”
Thakur said and demand-
ed an apology from BJP
for Patel’s statement.

Cong govt has not done anything for state: Patel
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Raipur, Apr 07: A delega-
tion led by William
Farwerda, Chief
Executive Officer of
Commonland Foundation,
a global organization of
the Netherlands, working
for the betterment of the
environment and the
livelihood of tribals, paid
courtesy call on Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
at his residence office
today. Commonland
Foundation has selected
two Baiga-dominated
gram panchayats

Dholbajja and
Shambhupipar of Bodla
development block of
Kabeerdham district of
Chhattisgarh as pilot proj-
ect. Under this project, the
organization is working
with the tribal people for
their traditional knowl-
edge, convergence of vari-
ous schemes and using
modern technology for en-
vironment conservation
and development of
means of livelihood of the
tribal community.

Chief Minister Baghel
had a detailed discussion
with Mr. William about the
schemes related to envi-
ronment conservation,
mitigating the ill-effects of

climate change and re-
garding the livelihood of
tribal community in the
state. During the discus-
sion, Chief Minister
Baghel informed him
about Narva, Garva,
Ghurua, Bari program,
Godhan Nyay Yojana and
Chief Minister’s Tree
Plantation Promotion
Scheme being run under
Suraji Gaon Yojana in the
state. Chief Minister said
that these schemes have
created employment for
local people and have also
proven to be beneficial for
the environment.

In order to provide prof-
itable means of livelihood
to the tribal community,

Chief Minister suggested
promoting commercial
production of climate-
friendly fruits and starting
their processing in the
Gram Panchayats selected
by Commonland
Foundation. He said that
different gardens should
be developed for different
fruits suited to the local
climate and simultaneous-
ly arrangements should be
made for processing of
these fruits. Besides, nurs-
ery of fruit plants should
also be developed nearby,
as the fruits grown here
will not only improve the
nutritional status of the
tribals, but will also pro-
vide a good source of in-
come from the sale of
fruits and processed fruit
products. On this occa-
sion, Lawrence, Director
of Commonland
Foundation, Harma,
Sushil of Delhi, Aditya,
Manjeet Kaur Bal of
Foundation for Ecological
Security and Ms
Shubhangi from Samarth
Sanstha were present.

Delegation from Commonland Foundation pays courtesy call on CM
It is working on a
pilot project in two
Baiga-populated
gram panchayats

Detailed discus-
sions held on issues
related to environ-
mental protection
and livelihood of
tribals
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Raipur, Apr 07: Urban
Administration and
Development Department
has commenced the imme-

diate implementation of
Chief Minister’s an-
nouncement for sanction
of Rs.5 crore and Rs.3
crore respectively to all
the municipalities and
nagar panchayats.
Recommending the afore-
mentioned financial sanc-
tion, Urban
Administration and
Development Department
have directed the munici-
palties and nagar pan-
chayats to send proposals
for the works to be done
under this item within 15
days via a special carrier.
It is noteworthy that this
announcement was made
by Chief Minister Mr.
Baghel on March 31. In the
same sequence, at the
meeting of the Finance
Committee held on April
4, Urban Administration
Department recommend-
ed the allotment of Rs 5

crores for municipal
councils and Rs 3 crore
for nagar panchayats
under the infrastructure
development head in fi-
nancial year 2021-22.

Urban Administration
and Development
Department has directed
all the municipalities and
nagar panchayats except
the urban bodies of
Rajnandgaon district to
send their proposals via
special carrier. In the let-
ter sent by the Urban
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n
Department to the Chief
Executive Officers in this
regard, instruction has
been given to include the
works to be done as per
the announcement of the
Chief Minister,
Departmental Minister in
the proposal for the works
of infrastructure develop-
ment, besides the propos-

al for road repair, mainte-
nance, new road con-
struction, drainage sys-
tem, construction of
bridges and culverts, con-
struction of roads, drains
under the head of infra-
structure in deprived
areas, proposals for distri-
bution of drinking water
through pipelines in de-
prived areas, proposals
for 30 percent amount of
works in scheduled caste,
scheduled tribe areas and
street lights proposals.
Chief executive officers
have been directed to
send technical approval
regarding proposals, reso-
lution of PIC, council and
photographs of the pro-
posed sites for work with-
in 15 days to the
Directorate of Urban
Administration and
Development Department
through special carrier.

Urban Adm deptt  commences 
implementation of CM’s announcement

Sanction of Rs 5 cr
to municipalities
and Rs 3 cr to Nagar
panchayats under
the head of infra-
structure develop-
ment recommended

Approval given for
FY 2021-22

Municipalities and
nagar panchayats
directed to send
proposals via spe-
cial carriers within
15 days

Raipur, Apr 07:
Chhattisgarh has its own
identity in the world as the
‘maternal home of Lord
Ram’. During his exile peri-
od, Lord Shri Ram spent a
significant amount of time
here. On the initiative of
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel, Chhattisgarh
Government is developing
important locations on Ram
Van Gaman Path as major
tourist spots in an effort to
ensure that Chhattisgarh
will emerge as a global
tourist destination.

It is believed that Mata
Sita and Lakshmana spent
12 years in Chhattisgarh
with Lord Shri Ram. As
many as 75 places where
Lord Rama has visited, has
been identified in
Chhattisgarh and a target
has been set to develop them
according to global tourism
standards. In the first phase,
work is progress to develop
9 places from Korea to
Sukma having a length of
about 2260 km. From Korea
district to Sukma, one will
be able to see and hear sto-
ries related to the exile of
Lord Shri Ram along with
gathering information

about places of pilgrimage
and tourism. The 9 sites
being developed in the first
phase include Sitamarhi
Harchoka (Korea),
Ramgarh (Surguja),
Shivrinarayan (Janjgir-
Champa), Turturiya
(Balodabazar), Chandkuri
(Raipur), Rajim
(Gariyaband), Sihawa
Saptarishi Ashram
(Dhamtari), Jagdalpur
(Bastar) and Ramaram
(Sukma). The work of de-
velopment of tourism in
these areas is going on as
per the instructions of
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel at a cost of about Rs
133 crore 55 lakh. This will
not only promote rural
tourism in state but also
boost global opportunities
in the tourism sector. Along
with increasing employ-
ment opportunities in
tourism, the initiate will
strengthen rural    economy
of state.

On the auspicious occa-
sion of Ram Navami Chief
Minister will inaugurate
the project works of Shri
Ram Van Gaman Tourism
Circuit at Shivrinarayan
Dham on April 10. On this

occasion, along with the em-
inent artists of the country,
cultural presentations will
be showcased by the emi-
nent artists of Chhattisgarh
in a three-day grand event
to be held at Shivrinarayan.
Nearly, 350 artists of ‘Manas
Mandalis’ of 25 selected dis-
tricts will give their presen-
tations in the state level
competition to be held from
April 8 to April 10 in
Shivrinarayan. Ram
Vanagaman tourism circuit
Shivrinarayan will be com-
menced on April 8 by
Mahant Dr. Ramsunder
Das, Chairman
Chhattisgarh State Cow
Service Commission. On
April 9, Speaker of the
Assembly Dr. Charandas
Mahant will be present in
Shivrinarayan Mahotsav as
the chief guest. Ram
Vanagaman tourism circuit
Shivrinarayan will con-
clude on April 10 in the pres-
ence of Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel as chief
guest. Tourism Minister Mr.
Tamradhwaj Sahu and
other distinguished digni-
taries will also be present
along with the Chief
Minister.

Konta, Apr 07: The ad-
ministration is now reach-
ing the doorsteps of the
villagers and listening to
their problems and de-
mands. Through the
‘Jansamsya’ camp, the vil-
lagers are giving their de-
mands and problems to
the departmental officers.
In these camps, along with
the departmental officers
themselves, the concerned
SDM, Tehisaldar and
Janpad Panchayat CEO
are getting acquainted
with the people and get-
ting aware of their prob-
lems. Taking quick action
on many of these cases,
they are being resolved on

the camp day itself. In
this sequence, Jansamsya
camps were organized in
all the three blocks of
Sukma district in which
hundreds of villagers sub-
mitted applications.

Caste certificate distri-
bution and ayushman reg-
istration in Injaram camp

Apart from receiving
the applications, the offi-
cials distributed caste cer-
tificates to 14 school stu-
dents at the Jansamsya
Shivir organized at village
Injaram in Konta block.
The children received
their caste certificates
from the hands of the peo-
ple’s representatives of

the area. Along with this,
Ayushman card registra-
tion of 15 villagers was
also done. District CEO
Konta Kailash Kashyap
told that the villagers of
Dhondhara, Banda,
Injaram, Mulakisoli and
Kotacheru Gram
Panchayats participated
in the Injaram camp. A
total of 150 applications
were received in the camp,
out of which 84 were re-
solved promptly.

There is an appeal to all
the common people, vil-
lagers, citizens to attend
the camp in maximum
numbers and keep their
problems.

Officials listen to problems
at public redressal camp
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Bilaspur, Apr 07:
Quashing a family court’s
order that granted custody
of a child to the father, the
Chhattisgarh High Court
has observed that if a
woman “does not squeeze
into the mould” as per the
desire of her husband, it
does not become a decisive
factor for her to lose the
custody of their child.

A division bench of
Justices Goutam Bhaduri

and Sanjay S Agarwal,
while delivering the judge-
ment in a case related to
the custody of a 14-year-
old boy, also said the char-
acter certificate by the so-
ciety’s few members with
“ostrich mindset” should
not be allowed to decide
the character of a woman.

The judgement, which
was passed on March 28,
was uploaded on the high
court’s website on Monday,
according to which the
custody of the child was
granted to his mother, the
woman’s lawyer Sunil
Sahu said on Wednesday.

The couple had got mar-

ried in 2007 and their son
was born in December the
same year. They got di-
vorce with mutual consent
in 2013, following which
the custody of the child
was given to his mother, a
resident of Mahasamund
district, he said.

“In 2014, the woman’s
husband, who hails from
Raipur district, filed an
application in
Mahasamund district
family court seeking the
custody of the child on
the ground that the
woman is in company of
different male and used to
travel along with other

male member and her at-
tire was not befitting to
which would reflect that
she had lost her chastity.
The man also said, if the
child is kept in her cus-
tody, there would be an ill
effect on his mind,” Sahu
said.

The family court in 2016
had handed over the cus-
tody of the child to his fa-
ther, he said.

The woman then chal-
lenged the family court’s
order citing it was passed
only on the basis of pre-
sumption, which requires
interference.

Setting aside the family

court’s order, the high
court said, “...The evi-
dence on behalf of father,
it appears that the wit-
nesses have stated accord-
ing to their own opinion
and thought. If the lady is
required to do a job that
too in the field for her
livelihood, naturally she
would be required to
move from one place to
other and only because of
the fact that she is re-
quired to rub her shoul-
der with public at large or
male i.e. to accompany
them in the car, there can-
not be an inference that
she has lost her chastity.”

“Only bald oral state-
ment is made that she is
addicted to consume
liquor and smoke, etc. It is
important to set a red line
when the attack is made
to assassinate the charac-
ter of the lady. The state-
ment of witnesses of
plaintiff would show that
they are largely influ-
enced by attire of women
as she wears jeans and T-
shirt along with the fact
that she is marching
along with male members
of society,” it said.

We are afraid that if
such ill-conceived exer-
cise is given a spotlight,

then to protect the right
and freedom of women
would be a long arduous
battle. If the wife does not
squeeze into the mould as
per desire of husband, it
would not be a decisive
factor to lose custody of
the child by her, the high
court observed.

“By attacking the char-
acter of the wife to im-
press upon that it would
have an adverse impact on
the mind of the child, the
degree of nature of evi-
dence should have been
much more and severe to
hold that continuous a
kind of behaviour of wife

would be detrimental to
the interest of child. The
character certificate by
few of the society mem-
bers, who might have os-
trich mind set, should not
be allowed to decide the
character of a woman and
to draw an inference
while deciding the cus-
tody of the child that be-
cause of the behaviour of
mother it would have an
adverse impact on the
mind of the child,” it said.

The high court also
granted visitation and
contact rights to the fa-
ther and issued directions
in this regard.

HC gives verdict in favour of woman for child’s custody 
Quashes family
court’s order

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Apr 07: As part
of ‘Saraswati Cycle
Yojana’, 44 girls of Class
IX studying in Shri
Gujarati Hindi Medium
Higher Secondary School
received bicycles. These
bicycles were given by
SGSS secretary duo Tulsi
Das Patel and Ashok
Bhai Patel. In his speech
secretary Tulsi Das Patel
while making aware of
the beneficiaries about
the government schemes
asked the girls to study

with full concentration
and reach school every
day on time.

On this occasion Shri
Gujarati Higher
Secondary School
Principal Anis Memon,
Shri Gujarati English
Medium Principal Dr
Shailesh Sharma,
Primary School HM
Prakash Patel, SGSS
Registrar Ashok Jachak,
Administrator V K
Mishra, other teachers
and beneficiary girls, in-
forms release issued by
Anis Memon Principal.

Bicycle distribution at
Shri Gujarati School

Ch’garh Govt making consistent efforts
to put state on world tourism map
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Nagari Sihawa, Apr 07: 

With the blessings of
Maa Danteshwari on the
auspicious occasion of
Navratri, thousands of
MGNREGA employees of
the state started indefinite
strike in Ravan Bhatha
ground here.

As per information, the
regularization promised
in the public manifesto of
the Congress government,
which has not been ful-
filled till date, is being ve-
hemently opposed by all
MGNREGA workers. At
the end of 2021-22, 54 lakh
92 thousand 693 workers of
28 lakh 48 thousand 792
families in the state were
provided employment by
MNREGA scheme on de-
mand basis.

Meanwhile due to the
strike of Chhattisgarh

MNREGA Employees
Federation which started
from April 4, employment
crisis has arisen in front of
these 54 lakh 92 thousand
693 workers. The state gov-
ernment has 9 thousand
364 gauthans in the state
under Narwa, Garuwa,

Ghuruwa, Bari, Yojana,
where the important re-
sponsibility of conducting
the activities is on the
shoulders of the village
employment assistants,
but the gauthans are on
verge of collapse due to
the strike.

MGNREGA workers are
bound to carry out indefi-
nite agitation for their de-
mands for implementation
of the 1966 Act by fixing
the pay scale of employ-
ment assistants including
their regularization. The
MGNREGA union has al-
leged that even after more
than 3 years have elapsed
since the update, no regu-
larization action is being
taken by the government.
The indefinite agitating
MGNREGA officials and
employees said that the
government should seri-
ously consider their de-
mands and give the gift of
regularization as soon as
possible, or they will be
compelled to carry out vio-
lent agitation, for which
the entire responsibility
will be with the govern-
ment.

MGNREGA officials and
employees on long strike

Takathpur, Apr 07:

‘There are many a tal-
ented and capable per-
sons from ‘Sanadhya
Kurmi Samaj’, who have
paid special attention to-
wards social unity, apart
from health and educa-
tion as well. The Samaj
always surging ahead
with public awareness
has many sitting in im-
portant government
posts.’ The above are the
words of PCC secy.
Ashish Singh Thakur
while speaking as chief
guest at the dedication of
Mangal Bhavan of
‘Sanadhya Kurmi
Kshatriya Samaj’
(SKKS). AS Thakur said
that this building will
definitely mark its posi-
tion in Takathpur. He

also assured the people
present about fulfilling
of expectations of peo-
ple related to construc-
tion of boundary wall,
entrance gate and other
construction work.

This programme was
chaired by SKKS
Chotelal Kaushik.
Special guest on the oc-
casion was Treasurer
SKKS Chandraprakash

Sanadya, Nagar
Panchayat Chairperson
Pushpamunna Sriwas,
V-P Vandanabala Singh
and other corporators.
In the beginning of the
programme, ‘Vastupuja’
and ‘Grih Pravesh’ puja
was held and after which
the Secretary PCC
Ashish Singh Thakur
handed over the building
to the President. General

Secy Manharan Sharma
gave the welcome speech
and apprised about the
construction work on
‘Samajik Paitrik’ land.

President SKKS
Chotelal Kaushik in his
addresed said that SKKS
is known for its special-
ties not only in
Chhattisgarh, but in
other states as well. The
Samaj is well-ahead in
the field of politics, cul-
ture, education, econom-
ically and socially strong
and united. There is long
list of political leaders,
be it that of state or na-
tional level. There is res-
idence of people from
SKKS in around 100 vil-
lages in the state. Every
citizen of the Society is
honoured to be a part of
it and many persons in
the field of engineering,
doctors, teacher, Police
administration are
working, as aside the ad-
ministrative works as
well.

People from SKKS are talented, capable: Ashish
 Dedicates 

social building of
SKKS of Samaj

Dhamdha, Apr 07:

A training in fish farm-
ing in ponds concluded
under the guidance of V-C
Fisheries Polytechnic,
Rajpur (Dhamdha) Dr NP
Dakshinkar here on April
4. This Polytechnic is func-
tioning under the Dau
Shri Vasudev Chandrakar
K a m d h e n u
Vishwavidyalaya, Durg.
Training to 25 women
from a Self-Help Group
(SHG) of Gouthan Rajpur
adopted by this Fisheries
Polytechnic, Rajpur
(Dhamdha) were imparted
training at Gram
Panchayat Rajpur bhavan
in fish farming.

Dr N Sarang, Principal
and senior scientist
Fisheries Polytechnic,
Rajpur (Dhamdha) in-
formed that in ponds there

is generally fish farming
of species ‘Katala’, ‘Rohu’
and ‘Mrigul’ done. In this
‘Katala’ species of fishes
live on the surface of the
pond and ‘Rohu’ in the
middle of the pond and
‘Mrigul’ in the bottom of
the pond and likewise they
take feed from the food
available in that surface. It
is only upon the need that
the fishes need to be given
additional supplements
viz. ‘Sarson ki Bhusi’,
‘Chawal ki Bhusi’,
‘Chokar’ (Gehu ki Bhusi),
‘Mungfalli ki Khali’ and

others. The Scientist
Fisheries Polytechnic
Rajpur Dhamdha
Rohitash Yadav in the
training informed that as
to how fish farming is
done in the ponds and
what all precautions
should be taken in the
pond. Kashti Prerna,
Adhoc teacher informed
that first the water hy-
acinth and other type of
plants in the pond should
be removed and using a
net, the insects should also
be removed. Another
Adhoc teacher Devati gave

information on how to
check the quality stan-
dards of water in the pond
and also about the collec-
tion of fishes and siez, viz.
‘Jeera’, ‘Pouna’, ‘Angulika’
should be immersed in the
pond during morning
hours, as the morning
temperature is favourable
and there is no tension
among fishes and it re-
duces their mortality rate.
Omkar Sahu, Adhoc
teacher informed about
different species of fishes
and Umar Ratre informed
as to why women should
come forward in this field
of fish farming and should
motivate others to do so.
Tameshwar Adhoc
teacher gave information
about different types of
products of fishes. On this
occasion Vaibhav
Chourasiya, regional ex-
pansion officer, Gutam
Khute Nodal Officer
Gouthan and Netam and
other citizens of the vil-
lage were present.

25 women from SGH imparted training in fish farming
 By Fisheries

Polytechnic, Rajpur
Dhamdha

Konta, Apr 07: 

People used to think
many times to go to
Naxal affected area like
Jagargunda under Konta
block of Sukma district.
But today a person is
standing in such a place
and is getting construc-
tion work done for the

service of the public.
IPS Sunil Sharma of
Sukma district is com-
mendable.

Seeing this road con-
struction work of Sukma
district’s SP Sunil
Sharma, the public ex-
pressed their gratitude
and thanked them whole-
heartedly.

SP supervises road
construction work

Sheorinarayan, Apr 07: 

As part of Ram Wan
Gaman Paripath, three
day state level Ram
Charit Manas singing
competition will start
from April 08 and in the
concluding day on April
10, Chief Minister will
take part in this conclud-
ing day function. Chief
Minister  will lay stone
and dedicate many devel-
opment works and take
part in Ganga Aarti to be
organized by Mahant
Ram Sunder Das.

CM to attend different 
programs in Shorinarayan 

Koriya, April 07:  

Under the guidance of
Collector Kuldeep
Sharma, for resolving
revenue matters and lis-
tening to the demands
and problems related to
public interest, the dis-
trict administration is
reaching out to the com-
mon people through the
solution ‘Tuhar Duar’
camp at the panchayat
level.

A Google sheet has
been prepared for the
smooth operation and on-
line monitoring of drink-
ing water, electricity sys-
tem, where the CEO will
register the district prob-
lem and the department
will solve it. In the weekly
time limit meeting, the
Collector reviewed and
reviewed the resolution
by asking for the register
prepared for the mainte-
nance of the applications
received in the camp from
the panchayats. In the
meeting itself, the collec-

tor spoke to Dharamjit
Singh of Keshagwan
Gram Panchayat through
phone and inquired about
the acceptance of the pen-
sion case application.

The Collector said that
the beneficiary must be
informed about the dis-
posal of the applications
or the necessary action
and procedure so that
there is no doubt about
the disposal of the appli-
cation. It is noteworthy
that so far 753 applica-

tions for pension have
been received in the
camp, out of which 431
cases have been approved.

In the meeting, the
Collector also inquired
from the Public Health
Engineering Department
about the progress of
hand pump improvement
work for the provision of
drinking water. EE PHE
said that 268 hand pumps
have been improved in
the last one week. The
Collector himself con-

firmed the completion of
handpump improvement
work in Gram Panchayat
Chhindiya with the
Secretary on the call.
Collector gave strict in-
structions to CEO,
Janpad Panchayat and
PHE department to com-
plete all hand pump im-
provements within the
deadline of April 15. He
said that proper arrange-
ment should also be made
in the supply of drinking
water from solar energy.

‘Tuhar Duar’ camps calls on resolution of public apathyYouth found
hanging

Dhamtari, Apr 07:
Death of a young man,
who went to pick up
Mahua, was reported
here in the region.
According to the po-
lice, Ravi Kumar
Markam (26), a resident
of village Vapathra
Barpani, father
Santosh Markam had
gone to collect Mahua
on Sunday morning.
After failing to return
he was searched and
his body was found
hanging on a tree.
Meanwhile the police
was informed and after
the Panchnama action,
the Rudri police sent
the dead body to the
district for post-
m o r t e m . I n c h a r g e
Dr.Utkarsh Nanda said
that being a suspicious
case of death, post-
mortem will be done,
for further investiga-
tion.

JJaaggddaallppuurr,,  AApprr  0077:: Police has
recovered huge quantity of
banned cough syrup worth Rs
16000 from Gulam Mustafa Raja
alias Karri (47), S/o Shekh
Mahmud, R/o Hatkachora here
on Wednesday. A case under sec-
tion 21 of NDPS Act has been
filed against him and he was pro-
duced in the court and from there
he was sent to jail. It is notable-
here that it is right since two
decades that Jagdalpur city is
facing problems related to use of
banned cough syrup and psy-
chotropic drugs and with this
many a youth are falling prey to it
and have lost their life becoming
addict. Jagdalpur Police was reg-

ularly getting information that
this person is involved in some
business of banned cough syrup
and psychotropic drugs and had
arrested his younger brother and
both the brothers are involved in
this illegal business for last many
years and after Gulam Raja being
sent to jail, it has come a big
blow to other peddlers involved
with it and to the addict as well.
At the same time there are many
peddlers who acting as agents
have become underground, as
they were involved in selling such
banned cough syrups in lanes &
by-lanes of city. At present also
the illegal business of banned
cough syrup and psychotropic

drugs in city is flourishing and
even after nabbing many
involved in this the Police has not
being able to put a check in this
illegal trade and activity and
arrest of Gulam Raja stands testi-
mony to it. It is notable here that
this person had been arrested
earlier also in the same charges
and prior to him his brother
Mukeem Raja too was arrested
with 80 cough syrup and sent to
jail. Both the brothers are
involved in this illegal activity for
last many years and their brother
Gulam Mustafa Raza used to sup-
ply banned cough syrups to
Jagdalpur and nearby areas. In
Jagdalpur his peddlers are known
to be selling these banned cough
syrups. In Jagdalpur it is at
Dharampura, Nayamunda,
Mahadevghat, Pandaripani and
at Nail factory in industrial area,
the agents of the Peddlers can be
seen selling the banned drugs
and syrups openly. It was on
arrest of two brothers, this entire
illegal business of banned cough
syrup and psychotropic drugs
was running behind the Nail fac-
tory in Bodhghat.

Person arrested with banned
cough syrup worth Rs 16000

Bilaspur, Apr 07: District
Collector Dr. Saransh Mittar
took a meeting of district level
officers here and directed to
implement the government
schemes seriously. In connec-
tion with the upcoming pro-
posed visit of Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel to the district,
the Collector did a thorough
review of the working of the
departments.

The Collector said that a ros-
ter of Gram Panchayats would
be prepared and camps would
be set up where Gram
Panchayat Secretary, Patwari,
REO, Anganwadi workers and
field level staff would solve the
problems of the villagers on the
spot. Collector Dr. Mittar said
that the cases related to rev-
enue should be resolved by run-
ning a campaign; and no laxity
would be tolerated. He
instructed the Public Health
Engineering Department to
make suitable arrangements for

drinking water during the sum-
mer season. Along with expe-
diting the work of Jal Jeevan
Mission, he also asked to take
full care of the quality. The
Collector directed to ensure all
necessary preparations includ-
ing maintenance of hand
pumps, pipeline expansion. 

Dr. Mittar while reviewing
the implementation of
Dhanwantri Yojna said that the
district is at the forefront of the
entire state in this scheme. He
instructed to implement this
scheme in the same way in
future also.

The Municipal Commissioner
informed that people have
saved about Rs. 2 crore 77 lakh
by buying medicines from Chief
Executive Officer of District
Panchayat Shri Haris S, ADM
Smt. Jayshree Jain, Municipal
Commissioner Shri Ajay
Tripathi, all SDM and depart-
mental officers were present in
the meeting.

Problems of public will be
resolved through camps: Collector



PROTESTING PRICE HIKE

Congress members stage a protest over the hike in prices of fuel and other essential commodities, in Srinagar, J-K
on Thursday.
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BRIEF
Thrashed
 Indore: A 30-year-old

man was allegedly
abused and thrashed
for sporting a mous-
tache in Madhya
Pradesh’s Indore. The
man, Ravi Tirodia
(30), lodged a com-
plaint at Malharganj
police station in con-
nection with the inci-
dent, a police officer
said. The accused in
the case, Bunty
Godha, his brother
Naveen Godha and an
accomplice
Tarachand alias Bam,
were agitated over
Tirodia’s moustache,
and used abusive
words against him.

Re-unite
 Noida: A 20-year-old

mentally challenged
woman from Assam
who had reached
Noida in 2019 has been
re-united with her
family with help from
the Uttar Pradesh
Police, officials said.
The woman arrived in
Noida on Oct 19, 2019
after which her case
reached the local au-
thorities, who got her
admitted to a govern-
ment run shelter home
after due procedures.
The woman hails from
Udalgiri district of
Assam. She had been
at the shelter home.

Arrest
 Panaji: Officials of

the Railway
Protection Force
(RPF) and Narcotics
Control Bureau (NCB)
arrested a man from
Rajasthan and al-
legedly seized a huge
quantity of ganja and
two pistols from his
possession at the
Margao Railway
Station in Goa.
Thaneram Barmer,
the accused, was in
possession of 4.3 kg of
ganja, two pistols and
18 live rounds, said a
senior RPF official.

Heroin
 Aizawl: Two persons,

including a
Myanmarese nation-
al, were arrested after
heroin worth Rs 1.8
crore was seized from
their possession in
Champhai district
near the Indo-
Myanmar border. A
patrolling party
seized 314 grams of
heroin on the out-
skirts of Melbuk vil-
lage. The contraband
worth Rs 1.5 crore in
the international
market was concealed
in 23 soap cases.

Installed
 New Delhi: The Guru

Harkrishan Polyclinic
at the Bangla Sahib
Gurudwara here will
conduct various med-
ical tests at 50 per cent
of the market rates,
Delhi Sikh Gurudwara
Management
Committee (DSGMC)
president Harmeet
Singh Kalka said. New
advanced testing ma-
chines have been in-
stalled at the facility
run by the DSGMC.
We got ECG in begin-
ning. Thereafter, more
machines were
brought. I express my
gratitude, Kalka said.

Posed
 Pune: A woman al-

legedly posed as a pa-
tient’s wife so that he
could have a kidney
transplant through an
exchange, Pune Police
said. The authorities
at the private hospital
where the kidney
transplant took place
last month brought
the matter to the po-
lice’s notice, officials
said. The woman too
approached police,
complaining that a
middleman had prom-
ised her Rs 15 lakh.

New Delhi, Apr 07 (PTI):

Agencies involved in
disaster management
should ensure that alerts
generated for calamities
should timely reach the re-
motest panchayat location
in the country and organi-
sations like NCC, women
groups and home guards
should be brought on
board for this task, Union
Home Minister Amit Shah

said on Thursday. He
asked the National
Disaster Response Force
(NDRF), the federal
agency to train and under-
take operations during
such emergencies, to take
a leadership role in this
context so that whenever
such an emergency
strikes, a trained person-
nel can work as a “stop gap
arrangement” till profes-
sional rescuers reach the

spot. He was speaking
while inaugurating a two-
day ‘annual conference on
capacity building for dis-
aster response 2022’ being
held here. The meeting
has been organised by the
NDRF with representa-
tives of various central
and state disaster re-
sponse forces and other re-
lated agencies participat-
ing. The NDRF should
make sure that the alerts
generated for an impend-
ing disaster reach the in-
tended location, village
and panchayat in time, he
said. The minister said
special focus should be
given to cases of lightning
strikes where time is less
and it should be ensured
that accurate alert reaches
the intended village and
its inhabitants.

“We have made many
apps (mobile applications)
for a variety of disasters
but a definite mechanism
should be made so that the
alerts reach in time to the
remotest location,” Shah
said.

Ensure disaster alerts
reach remote areas timely 

Engage all agencies: Shah

Union Home Minister Amit Shah presents awards at the
NDRFs Annual Conference on Capacity Building Disaster
Response -2022, in New Delhi, Thursday.

Mumbai, Apr 07 (PTI):

Mumbai police have
registered a case against
BJP leader Kirit Somaiya
and his son Neil for al-
leged misappropriation
of over Rs 57 crore funds
reportedly collected to
save decommissioned air-
craft carrier INS Vikrant
from being scrapped, an
official said on Thursday.

The case against them
was filed based on a com-
plaint lodged by Baban
Bhosale, a 53-year-old for-
mer Army personnel at
the Trombay police sta-
tion in suburban
Mankhurd, he said.

Rejecting the allega-
tion, Kirit Somaiya told
reporters on Thursday
that the funds collected
under the ‘Save INS
Vikrant’ campaign were

not misused, and added
that he was ready face
any inquiry against him.

Commissioned in 1961,
INS Vikrant, a Majestic-
class aircraft carrier of
the Indian Navy, had
played a key role in en-
forcing the naval block-
ade of East Pakistan dur-

ing the Indo-Pakistan
War of 1971. It was de-
commissioned in 1997.
There was a demand to
convert the warship into
a museum. But in
January 2014, the ship
was sold through an on-
line auction and scrapped
in November that year.

The complainant said
that Somaiya had started
a campaign to raise funds
for INS Vikrant. He said
that he had given dona-
tions to Somaiya for sav-
ing the ship and the BJP
leader had collected more
than Rs 57 crore for the
purpose.

However, instead of de-
positing the amount to
the Maharashtra gover-
nor’s secretary office, he
misappropriated the
funds.

“The warship had
played a key role in the
1971 war. So when efforts
to save it began, I thought
of donating some money
for the cause,” Bhosale
said in his complaint.

“I had donated Rs 2,000
in 2013 under the cam-
paign launched by
Somaiya,” he added.

Case against Somaiya, his son for fund misappropriation 
Of funds collected for INS Vikrant

Kirit Somaiya and his son Neil.

Bengaluru, Apr 07 (PTI):

The Congress on
Thursday lashed out at Al-
Qaeda for wading into the
hijab controversy in
Karnataka and said the
banned terrorist organisa-
tion has no business to
comment about the the in-
ternal affairs of the coun-
try. The grand old party
also strongly condemned
Al-Qaeda chief Ayman Al-
Zawahiri’s for praising
college student Muskan
Khan for defending the
head scarf.

It also charged the BJP
and right wing organisa-
tions with trying to ‘po-
larise’ and ‘vitiate’ the at-
mosphere of Karnataka

with an eye on the 2023
Assembly polls.

“Let me make it amply
clear in most unequivocal
terms that we condemn
the statement of Al-
Qaeda. Al-Qaeda is a ter-
rorist organisation, it is a
banned organiation, and
it has no business to com-
ment anything about the
internal affairs our coun-

try.. Congress party
strongly condemns it,”
Congress General
Secretary Ajay Maken
told reporters here.

Maken said his party
condemned the behaviour
of the Karnataka Home
Minister and demanded
the sacking of Araga
Jnanendra besides book-
ing a case against him, al-
leging that he tried to dis-
turb peace.

“Both of them are doing
the same thing, their state-
ments are polarising and
vitiating the atmosphere
of the country.....
Karnataka has a compos-
ite culture and that is why
Bengaluru and the state is
the most favoured destina-
tion for businessmen, in-
vestors throughout the
world.

‘Al-Qaeda indulging 
in polarisation in India’

Ajay Maken

 BJP in Karnataka is
scared of real issues

Chandigarh, Apr 07 (PTI):

The municipal corpora-
tion here passed a resolu-
tion on Thursday which
states that Chandigarh
should remain a union
territory, and should also
get its own legislative as-
sembly. The development
comes as Punjab and
Haryana engage in a tus-
sle to stake claim over
Chandigarh.

Both Punjab and
Haryana state assemblies
recently passed their re-
spective resolution reiter-
ating their claim over the
Union Territory of
Chandigarh, their joint
capital.

The resolution also said
the Centre should inter-
vene and direct Haryana
and Punjab governments
“to develop their own in-
dependent capital cities”.

Only BJP councillors
were present in the
Municipal Corporation
House when the resolu-
tion was passed, with the
councillors of the Aam
Aadmi Party, Congress
and Shiromani Akali Dal
staging a walkout.

Chandigarh Municipal
Corporation Mayor
Sarabjit Kaur, who is from

the BJP, had called a spe-
cial meeting of the gener-
al House of the corpora-
tion.

“ Keeping in view the
sentiments of the resi-
dents of Chandigarh its
status of Union Territory
should be maintained.
Rather state legislative as-
sembly should be consti-
tuted in Chandigarh so as

to enable the residents to
decide about the policies
and future of the city
themselves,” according to
the resolution read out by
BJP councilor
Maheshinder Singh Sidhu
in the House.

The House also thanked
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Union Home
Minister Amit Shah for
implementing Central
service rules in the city,
thus “benefiting” its em-
ployees.

BJP councilor Harpreet
Kaur Babla said that
Chandigarh belongs to the
people of Chandigarh. “It
is not a political agenda. It
is the voice of the people
of Chandigarh.”

Before the resolution
was passed, BJP and AAP
councillors sparred over
the recent hike in water
tariff.

Chandigarh MC passes resolution to maintain UT status

Chandigarh municipal corporation

Kolkata, Apr 07 (PTI):

The TMC on Thursday
slammed Union Home
Minister Amit Shah for
his remarks on the law
and order situation in
West Bengal and said that
the party doesn’t need les-
sons from him. Speaking
on the Criminal Procedure
(Identification) Bill at
Rajya Sabha on
Wednesday, Shah had re-
called that he was attacked
with firebombs in Bengal
during his campaigns for
2019 Lok Sabha polls.

“I had gone there in 2019
and was attacked with fire-
bombs (aag ke gola). Our
party president JP
Nadda’s convoy was also
targeted (in the run-up to
the assembly polls,” he

had said. The home minis-
ter further continued his
attack on the West Bengal
government, stating that
its acts “changed even the
harshest definition of the
word Fascist”. Reacting to
Shah’s comment, senior
TMC leader Sougata Roy
said that neither the party
nor the state government
needed lessons from Shah
on maintenance of law

and order. “Amit Shah
should be the last person
to talk about law and
order. We are very well
aware of his track record
as a minister in Gujarat
and in the Union govern-
ment.

“We have seen how he
failed to control the riots
that shook Delhi in
February 2020. We have
also seen lawlessness in
BJP-ruled Uttar Pradesh.
The situation in Bengal is
far better than any other
state of the country,” Roy
said. Echoing him, TMC
state general secretary
Kunal Ghosh said Shah’s
comments reflected his
“frustration” over his
party’s defeat in assembly
polls despite a high-
pitched campaign.

Don’t need lessons on law
and order from Shah: TMC

Sougata Roy

New Delhi, Apr 07 (PTI):

Centre’s air quality
commission on Thursday
directed various road
construction and mainte-
nance agencies in Delhi
and NCR to procure more
mechanical road sweep-
ing machines to tackle
the menace of air pollu-
tion arising from road
dust.

The Commission for
Air Quality Management
(CAQM) in National
Capital Region (NCR) and
adjoining areas, also
asked the National
Highways Authority of
India (NHAI) to carry out
a study on the efficacy of
dust-suppressants and
apprise the panel by the
May end this year.

The CAQM reviewed
the progress of action
taken by road construc-
tion/ maintenance agen-

cies and Dust Control and
Management Cells
(DCMCs), set up in 2021 to
monitor the progress of
dust control measures,
and was informed that
out of Delhi’s total road
length of around 18,540
km, nearly 5,000 km has
been identified for me-
chanical sweeping. It
noted that the south, east

and north Delhi munici-
pal corporations were in
the process of procuring
12, 10 and 6 mechanical
road sweeping machines
(MRSMs) by September
this year. “For effective
and efficient functioning,
MRSMs have to be de-
ployed at an average
speed of about 5
km/hour. For an 8-hour

shift, one machine can
sweep about 40 km of
roads in a day. Therefore,
more MRSMs need to be
procured by road con-
struction and mainte-
nance agencies.

“The agencies were ad-
vised to ensure strict en-
forcement and implemen-
tation of road dust con-
trol measures and timely
submission of monthly
reports,” the panel said.

For mechanical clean-
ing of narrow roads, the
panel was informed that
smaller size machines
were being procured.

“South Delhi
Municipal Corporation
(SDMC) and East Delhi
Municipal Corporation
(EDMC) are planning to
procure additionally 16
and 10 water sprinkling
machines respectively in
the current year,” it
noted.

More sweeping machines needed to tackle dust pollution

Road sweeping machine

Mumbai, Apr 07 (PTI):
Maharashtra Deputy Chief
Minister Ajit Pawar has at-
tacked MNS president Raj
Thackeray over the latter’s
demand for removal of
loudspeakers from
mosques, saying the state
cannot afford the alleged di-
visive call given “to please
someone eyeing polls”.
Without naming
Thackeray, Pawar asked
what the Maharashtra
Navnirman Sena (MNS)
chief was going to achieve
by making such statements
and whether “provoking”
people will solve the issue
of their livelihood. “The

Maharashtra of Shahu,
Phule, Ambedkar cannot
afford the speeches made to
please someone keeping
eye on elections,” Pawar
said at an event in Shirdi in
Ahmednagar district. He
said that Maharashtra has
ensured communal harmo-
ny for years, but “leaders of
some parties” have of late
been talking about in-
stalling loudspeakers “here
and there”. “Some people

are trying to create confu-
sion in the society. We have
been living in harmony for
years now. We have been
able to keep the communal
harmony intact in the soci-
ety by not allowing any rift
in communities and reli-
gions. But leaders of some
parties are making a pitch
for installing counter- loud-
speakers (to play Hanuman
chalisa),” the senior NCP
leader said.

Ajit Pawar speaks against Raj
Thackeray’s warning

Maharashtra Deputy CM Ajit Pawar at a function in Shirdi.

 Against use 
of loudspeakers at
mosques
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People take part in a protest against Guatemalan Attorney General Consuelo Porras,
who is seeking re-election, in Guatemala City.

BRIEF
Scrutiny

Nashville:
Tennessee’s top lead-
ers in US only began
increasing scrutiny
over a small town’s fi-
nances after a pre-
dominantly Black ad-
ministration took
over key positions, a
move that attorneys
argued strays signifi-
cantly from how the
state has treated
white-majority juris-
dictions. Earlier this
year, Comptroller
Jason Mumpower
raised eyebrows when
he announced the
state would take over
financial supervision
of Mason, at proposed
factory.

Witness
Alexandria: By May
2014, American
hostage Peter Kassig
was losing hope that
he would survive his
captivity at the hands
of the Islamic State
group. Dad, I’m para-
lyzed here. I’m afraid
to fight back. Part of
me still has hope. Part
of me is sure I’m
going to die, he wrote
to his father, Ed
Kassig, who read the
letter from the wit-
ness stand at the ter-
rorism trial of British
national El Shafee
Elsheikh. Testimony
left many in the court-
room fighting

Sentenced
New Orleans: A for-
mer Louisiana sheriff
was sentenced to 10
years in prison for a
federal bribery con-
viction, to be served at
the same as his four
life sentences for earli-
er convictions for rap-
ing boys. US District
Judge Jane Triche
Milazzo also ordered
Rodney J Jack” Strain
to pay a USD10,000
fine, federal prosecu-
tors said. Strain plead-
ed guilty to one of 16
federal charges
against him on Dec 1,
2021, and prosecutors
dropped the others.

Charges
Washington: The
Biden administration
has charged a Russian
oligarch with violat-
ing US government
sanctions and has dis-
rupted a cybercrime
operation launched by
a Russian military in-
telligence agency. The
action came as the
Justice Department
said it was accelerat-
ing efforts to track
down illicit Russian
assets and as US pros-
ecutors helped
European counter-
parts gather evidence
on potential war
crimes committed by
Russia.

Probe
London: European
health officials say
they are investigating
a rapidly evolving out-
break of salmonella
in 134 children that
appears to be linked to
chocolate Easter eggs
that normally contain
a surprise toy inside.
The European Centre
for Disease
Prevention and
Control said chocolate
products were identi-
fied as likely route of
infection, adding that
children mainly
under 10 years of age
were affected. The
first case was detected
in Britain.

Concerned
Cairo: The UN envoy
for Yemen expressed
concerns about viola-
tions of a cease-fire in
the war-wrecked
country, urging the
warring sides to up-
hold the first nation-
wide truce in six
years.

Kyiv, Apr 07 (AFP):

Desperate evacuation at-
tempts from eastern
Ukraine were under way
Thursday as authorities
warned of an imminent
Russian offensive, follow-
ing the devastation around
Kyiv that has shocked the
world.

Russian troops have
been withdrawing from
around the capital and
Ukraine’s north, leaving a
trail of destruction behind
them, as they prepare for
an expected assault on the
country’s southeast.

The scenes of carnage
left behind by retreating
troops in towns like Bucha
have caused outrage and
led to a wave of fresh sanc-
tions against Moscow.

But on Thursday,
Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelensky
warned that Moscow was
undeterred and continued
“to accumulate fighting
force to realise their ill am-
bitions in (eastern)
Donbas”.

“They are preparing to
resume an active offen-
sive,” he said.

Begging civilians to
leave the region “while it
is still possible”, local offi-
cials in Donbas’ Lugansk
and Donetsk said the re-

gion was already facing
constant indiscriminate
shelling.

“We can see clearly that
before the enemy goes to
full attack, they will just
destroy places complete-
ly,” local governor Sergiy
Gaiday in Lugansk told
Ukrainian broadcaster
Channel 24.

Gaiday said on
Facebook that more than
1,200 people had been evac-
uated from Lugansk, but
that efforts were being
hampered by artillery fire,
with some areas already
inaccessible.

For those that unable to
leave, he said, tonnes of
food, medicine and hy-
giene products were being
delivered as part of a mas-
sive humanitarian effort.

The head of the Donetsk
Regional Military
Administration said
strikes had targeted aid

points.
“The enemy aimed di-

rectly there with a goal to
destroy the civilians,”
Pavlo Kyrylenko wrote on
Facebook.

He added that people
were heeding calls to flee
and he would be coordinat-
ing evacuation to make it
“faster and more effec-
tive.”

Shells and rockets were
also slamming into the in-
dustrial city of
Severodonetsk, the east-
ernmost city held by
Ukrainian forces. “We
have nowhere to go, it’s
been like this for days,” 38-
year-old Volodymyr told
AFP standing opposite a
burning building in the
city.

More than 11 million
people have been displaced
since Russia invaded on
February 24, aiming to
seize the capital. With that

goal thwarted, it is instead
trying to create a land link
between occupied Crimea
and Moscow-backed sepa-
ratist statelets in Donbas.

Ukrainian forces are
also regrouping for the of-
fensive, including on a
two-lane highway through
the rolling eastern plains
connecting Kharkiv and
Donetsk.

Trench positions were
being dug, and the road
was littered with anti-tank
obstacles.

“We’re waiting for
them!” said a lieutenant
tasked with reinforcing
the positions, giving a
thumbs up.

The evacuation calls are
being fuelled by fears of
fresh atrocities, after chill-
ing discoveries in areas
from which Moscow’s
troops have withdrawn.

US President Joe Biden
said “major war crimes”
were being committed in
Ukraine, where images
have emerged in recent
days of bodies with their
hands bound or in shallow
graves.

“Civilians executed in
cold blood, bodies dumped
into mass graves, the sense
of brutality and inhuman-
ity left for all the world to
see, unapologetically,”
Biden said.

In one of the worst af-
fected towns, Bucha, some
residents were still trying
to learn the fate of loved
ones, while others were
hoping to forget.

Civilians try to flee east Ukraine
amid Russian offensive

A local woman carries belongings from a damaged house
in the town of Borodianka, northwest of Kyiv.

Russia denies
responsibility for
any civilian deaths

China ship shadows research
vessel, Filipino scientists wary

Manila, Apr 07 (AP):

A Chinese coast guard
ship last month maneu-
vered for days near a re-
search vessel deployed by
Philippine and Taiwanese
scientists to undertake a
crucial survey of undersea
fault lines west of the north-
ern Philippines, sparking
concerns among the scien-
tists on board, officials said
Thursday. The scientists on
the R/V Legend, including
five Filipinos, proceeded
with their research despite
the presence of the Chinese
coast guard ship in the
vicinity of the waters strad-
dling the undersea Manila
Trench from March 25 to
March 30 off the northwest-

ern Philippine city of Vigan
in Ilocos Sur province.

The Chinese coast
guard’s proximity sparked
concerns because the re-
search vessel was towing a
survey cable in the sea, a
Filipino scientist told The
Associated Press. The ongo-
ing offshore survey a joint
project of the National

Institute of Geological
Sciences at the University of
the Philippines and the
National Central University
in Taiwan aims to help map
offshore faults and other ge-
ologic features that could
set off future earthquakes,
tsunamis and other poten-
tially catastrophic hazards
in the region.

Research ship R/V Legend.

Washington, Apr 07 (PTI):

The number of Indian
students in the United
States increased by over 12
per cent in 2021, while
those from China which
accounts for the largest
number, dropped by more
than eight per cent, a gov-
ernmental report said.

In its annual report, US
Citizenship and
Immigration Services said
the COVID-19 pandemic
continued to impact inter-
national student enrol-
ment in the United States
in 2021. The total number
of SEVIS records for ac-
tive F-1 and M-1 students
was 1,236,748 in the calen-
dar year 2021, a decrease of
1.2 per cent from the calen-
dar year 2020. SEVIS
stands for Students and
Exchange Visitor
Information System. F-1
and M-1 are the two non-
immigrant student visas.
J-1 is also a non-immi-

grant student visa but is
mostly given to scholars
exchange programs.

In 2021, 8,038 SEVP-cer-
tified schools were eligible
to enrol international stu-
dents, registering a de-
crease by 280 schools from
8,369 eligible schools in
2020. The number of stu-
dents from China and
India made Asia the most

popular continent of ori-
gin. However, China sent
fewer students in 2021 in
comparison to 2020 (-
33,569) while India sent
more students (+25,391),
the report said. As many
as 37 per cent of Indian
students are females.

Overall, China contin-
ues to top the list of coun-
tries sending 348,992 stu-

dents to the United States.
India follows China with
232,851 students. China
and India are followed by
South Korea (58,787),
Canada (37,453), Brazil
(33,552), Vietnam (29,597),
Saudi Arabia (28,600),
Taiwan (25,406), Japan
(20,144) and Mexico
(19,680). According to the
report, only Asia and
Australia/Pacific Islands
saw an overall decline in
the number of students
coming to the United
States last year as all other
continents saw an 
increase. International F-1
and M-1 students came
from every continent in
the world other than
Antarctica and from more
than 224 countries and ter-
ritories. Students from
China and India made
Asia the most popular con-
tinent of origin, account-
ing for 71.9 per cent of the
international student pop-
ulation.

Number of Indian students in US rose by 12 percent

US Citizenship and Immigration Services.

Hong Kong, Apr 07 (AFP):

Hong Kong’s most promi-
nent democracy activists
have disappeared from view
as their prosecution under a
security law drags into its
second year, with lawyers
and family members warn-
ing the defendants are losing
faith in the courts.

The 47 activists make up a
swathe of the city’s depleted
democracy movement, from
veteran former lawmakers to
young firebrands and com-
munity organisers as well as
academics and unionists.
Charged with subversion,
the majority have been held
in custody for more than a
year and the few granted bail

must adhere to strict speech
curbs.

Most of what has occurred
during pre-trial hearings is
blanketed by reporting re-
strictions, even though the
defendants want them lifted.
And their trial is not expect-
ed to begin until at least 2023.
“The prosecution and the
court are making the defen-
dants invisible in plain
sight,” legal scholar Eric Lai
of Georgetown University
told AFP. Using the national
security law Beijing imposed
in 2020 following huge
democracy protests, authori-
ties targeted the activists for
organising an unofficial poll
to choose opposition candi-
dates.

Some observers have
voiced alarm about how
lengthy pre-trial proceedings
under the law have generat-
ed precedent-setting deci-
sions without public 
scrutiny.

Hong Kong activists fade from view
as national security case drags

Protester standing behind a mock jail with photos of 47
pro-democracy figures in Hong Kong.

Sanaa, Apr 07 (AP):

Yemen’s exiled president
stepped aside and trans-
ferred his powers to a pres-
idential council on
Thursday, as international
and regional efforts to end
the country’s long-running
civil war gained momen-
tum with a two-month
truce.

Saudi Arabia and the
United Arab Emirates,
major players in the con-
flict appear to have played
a role President Abed
Rabbo Mansour Hadi’s de-

cision, quickly welcoming
it with a pledge of 3 billion
in aid. The head of the new
council has close ties to
Riyadh.

Whether the switch will

expedite an end to the
grinding war remains to
be seen, as UN-sponsored
negotiations have been at
an impasse and fighting,
airstrikes and missile at-
tacks continued until late
last month. The Houthis
did not immediately com-
ment on Hadi’s announce-
ment. Hadi said the newly
established council will
run the internationally
recognised government
and lead negotiations with
the Iranian-backed
Houthis, according to a
statement aired on state-

run media. The move is
meant to unify the anti-
Houthi camp after years of
infighting and disputes,
and was almost certainly
orchestrated in Riyadh,
where Yemeni factions
were meeting over the past
week to discuss efforts to
end the war. With this dec-
laration a Presidential
Leadership Council shall
be established to complete
the implementation of the
tasks of the transitional
period. I irreversibly dele-
gate to the Presidential
Leadership Council my

full powers, Hadi de-
clared on Yemen’s state-
run TV.

Hadi also sacked Vice
President Ali Mohsen al-
Ahmar, a powerful mili-
tary figure, and also dele-
gated al-Ahmar’s powers
to the presidential 
council.

The presidential coun-
cil is chaired by Rashad
al-Alimi, an advisor to
Hadi and former interior
minister with the govern-
ment of late strongman
President Ali Abdullah
Saleh.

Yemen’s president steps aside amid efforts to end war

ARM Hadi

Washington, Apr 07 (PTI):

Due to the problematic
position taken by India
on the Russian invasion
of Ukraine, the India-US
bilateral relationship is
entering uncharted terri-
tory , a top former official
of the Trump
Administration said.

Lisa Curtis, who was
the Trump
Administration’s point
person for India during
his four years of presi-
dency, made the remark
cautioning that in the ab-
sence of a course correc-

tion by New Delhi, it
would become increas-
ingly difficult for the two
countries to expand their
defence and security ties
beyond a certain level.

I think the US India re-
lationship is entering un-
charted territory. The
issue of India’s close ties
with Russia has always
been an irritant in the
US-India partnership.
But with Russia’s unjus-
tified and unprovoked in-
vasion of a sovereign
country, there are expec-
tations that India would
adjust its relationship

with Russia, Curtis told
PTI in an interview.
Curtis, who is now a sen-
ior fellow and director of
the Indo-Pacific Security
Program at the Centre
for a New American
Security think tank, said
February 24 which
marks the Russian inva-
sion of Ukraine has
changed everything in
terms of what the expec-
tations of the United
States are of India mov-
ing forward. I think there
has been some under-
standing of India’s very
difficult position that it

can’t change its reliance
on Russian military
equipment overnight and

that India has real securi-
ty interests that it needs
to protect, she said.

Indo-US ties entering uncharted territory post-Ukrainian war
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Kudos
We are all aware how the min-

imum voice of protest be it a
peaceful slogan shouting or sim-
ple inscription of "NO WAR" are
being tamed with iron hand in
Russia with even children,
women or senior citizens not
getting spared from detention,
imprisonment and severe pun-
ishment. The Novaya Gazeta
newspaper, Muratov is the edi-
tor-in-chief of which was
already facing the ire of Kremlin
for long for daring to criticise
the policies of the State or
Vladimir Putin. Now in these
times of "Special Military
Operation" (actually barbaric
unilateral aggression) with all
sane countries of the world pro-
viding all forms of support to the
brutally-attacked Ukraine, the
"super-sensitive" Russian State
is in no mood to view "dissent"
in the light of forgiveness. So
Muratov is well aware of the
severe consequences he might
have to encounter, thanks to his
unique sacrifice of even the
prized Nobel medal drawing
international attention. Yet he
has not hesitated to take this
extreme bold step despite resid-
ing in Russia and thereby endan-
gering his freedom, safety,
career, future and even life just
to respond to his Call of
Conscience and offer financial
and moral assistance towards
assaulted people of foreign vin-
tage i.e. the Ukrainian refugees.
Dmitry Muratov has practically
proved through sheer action that
Humanity is infinite times
Greater than blind rabid
"Nationalism". So instead of
uttering zealous rhetoric of "My
Russia is Great" and supporting
the aggression akin to Dark
Medieval Ages, Muratov can
protest against his very own (in
terms of mere passport) so as to
embrace the God's own ie
human beings of the world (that
too persecuted) by transcending
narrow definition of "Nation".
And Javed Akhtar. While attend-
ing the Kolkata Literary Meet,
Akhtar sang paens of Urdu
revolving its secular literature
and Indian credentials surpass-
ing all divides of Hinduism and
Islam. But on the other hand,
Akhtar also stressed "Languages
belong to regions, not religions.
Ten crore Muslims (of erstwhile
East Pakistan) told seven crore
Muslims (of erstwhile West
Pakistan) that we will not learn
Urdu at the cost of Bengali. I
love Urdu the way you love
Bengali but I respect and salute
those people who defended
Bengali. For them, that was their
mother tongue, which was far
more important than their reli-
gion". Are the harbingers of
"Hindi-Hindu-Hindustan" listen-
ing who are not only hell bent on
according "Islamic" stamp upon
Urdu, but also dare to impose
Hindi upon multi-lingual demo-
cratic India in the name of
"national integrity". How many
people raise their voice to speak
up for the "alien" victims with
the perpetrators of violence
being of their own national or
linguistic stock and herein lies
the special significance and
greatness of the thought
process of Muratov and Akhtar.
Let people of all demographic
credentials equally bloom and
prosper in God's boundaryless
world with mutual respect and
love.

KKaajjaall  CChhaatttteerrjjeeee,,  KKoollkkaattaa

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

WHAT THEY TWEET!

VViiddyyaa@@VViiddyyaaGG8888

#FinancialFreedom means
having the ability to
choose the best use for
your time. It doesn't mean
early retirement! My dad
got FI around 2000. Still
works at 72 to keep his
mind & body sharp & loves
it! Find your Ikigai & pursue
it sincerely. Don't waste

your life doing nothing.

RRaauunnaakk@@rraauunnaakkmmaahhaajjaann
So true! I started to think for myself
when I turned 30! And by then I had
already completed my engineering,
MBA, and a job stint. I so wish I had
developed this maturity when I was
18 but our education system never
gave us that chance.

BBaabbaa  SSeehhggaall@@OOnnllyyBBaabbaa
Jawab chahiyae toh sawaal karo.
Appointment chahiyae toh kaal
karo. Brush chahiyae toh baal karo.
Colour chahiyae toh laal karo. Lathi
chahiyae toh babaal karo, Baby kiss
chahiyae toh gaal karo??

NNaaiillaa  IInnaayyaatt@@nnaaiillaaiinnaayyaatt

enters Tehreek-e-Labbaik
Pakistan: 'Imran Khan is
conspiring against the
Constitution of Pakistan.
TLP stands by the 1973
constitution, which is the
result of eternal sacri-
fices. We will not let any
conspiracy to repeal it,

succeed.'

DDKK  SShhaarrmmaa@@CCaappttDDKKSS
DYK that one of the best Naval Aviation Museums in Asia.

VViirr  DDaass@@tthheevviirrddaass
Personal random achievement
unlocked. My 30th city and fifth coun-
try on the #WantedTour with zero
check in luggage. Two sweaters, five
tees, two trousers, running shoes,
show shoes, a laptop bag. And if you
think about the time I've saved at air-
ports, it is probably days.

S uspected state-sponsored Chinese hackers have tar-
geted the power sector in India in recent months as

part of an apparent cyber-espionage campaign, the threat in-
telligence firm Recorded Future Inc said in a report. In re-
cent months, Chinese hackers observed likely network in-
trusions targeting at least seven Indian State Load Despatch
Centres (SLDCs) responsible for carrying out real-time oper-
ations for grid control and electricity dispatch within these
respective states. Notably, this targeting has been geographi-
cally concentrated, with the identified SLDCs located in
North India, in proximity to the disputed India-China bor-
der in Ladakh. The prolonged targeting of Indian power
grid assets by Chinese state-linked groups offers limited eco-
nomic espionage or traditional intelligence-gathering oppor-
tunities. Analysts believe this targeting is instead likely in-
tended to enable information gathering surrounding critical
infrastructure systems or is pre-positioning for future activi-
ty. The objective for intrusions may include gaining an in-
creased understanding into these complex systems in order
to facilitate capability development for future use or gaining
sufficient access across the system in preparation for future
contingency operations. In the present world, power grid is
part of critical infrastructure, which needs to be protection
from threats involving national security. Last year, CERT-In
had reported from a trusted source that China-based 'Threat
actor Group Command and Control' servers are trying to
communicate with systems belonging to Telangana State
Load Dispatch Centre (SLDC), TS Transco (Transmission
Corporation of Telangana Ltd)) and advised taking suitable
precautionary measures to ensure the security of the power
system, official sources said. Cyberattacks are becoming as
troublesome to the electrical power grid as natural disasters,
and the problem is growing worse as these grids become
more connected and smarter. Unlike in the past, when a
power outage affected just the electricity supplied to homes
and businesses, power grids are becoming core elements of
smart cities, infrastructure, and safety-related services.
Without power, none of this works, and sophisticated hack-
ing operations can hold large regions hostage until they pay
enormous ransoms or give into other demands.

Ukraine's grid was attacked in 2015, leaving 200,000 house-
holds without power. A similar attack happened the follow-
ing year. And the cyber criminals who breached Korea
Hydro and Nuclear Power, the South Korean nuclear and hy-
droelectric company, in 2014 posted plans and manuals for
two nuclear reactors online and exposed 10,000 employees'
personal data. Cyber warfare is more complicated. State
sponsored hackers have a mission to steal, disrupt, and more
importantly, cause damage to the victims' operations and
critical infrastructure. Connectivity makes the security
issue much worse. Traditionally, the power grids have been
predominantly isolated infrastructures. Digitalization has
changed that. Modern, connected power grids provide the
convenience of remote monitoring, decentralized control,
load balancing for alternative sources, and data analytics.
Smart cities can take advantage of remote IoT capabilities to
increase efficiency and provide insight for future city plan-
ning. However, the network-based, interconnected infra-
structure often raises security concerns. Hackers target the
critical infrastructure of a modern city to cause disruption.
Stopping the electricity supply not only causes inconven-
ience to the users, it would also disrupt operations in an
emergency situation. For example, hospitals have to rely on
backup power generators, if available. Government agency
operations will be severely impacted in their normal day-to-
day activities when service is interrupted. In some cases,
this may even threaten national security. Therefore, protec-
tion of these critical infrastructures as well as all end points
is vitally important to prevent large scale outages. There are
multiple issues facing the power grids today that make it
more vulnerable. Among the top three are the age of sys-
tems, a lack of cohesive planning and action, and the num-
ber of stakeholders involved. Overcoming these issues re-
quires using technology to fight hackers, better and more
centralized leadership, and a mindset change that recog-
nizes the immediacy of cyber threats.

Power grid protection

M odern Monetary Theory (MMT) is a macroeconomic
lens which prescribes that monetarily sovereign

countries like the US are unaffected by financial con-
straints as long as they control their currencies. With roots
dating back to the early 20th century, MMT was first popu-
larized in its modern form by Warren Mosler, an American
investment fund manager. Under MMT, the risk of inflation
is considered minimal as governments that fully control
their fiat currencies are believed to be able to control price
levels, provided they can meet consumer demand. The past
few months have seen inflation skyrocket to 40-year highs,
with the latest consumer price index report showing an an-
nual price increase of almost 8 percent. Public debt has
soared since the 2008 financial crisis, and especially during
the COVID-19 pandemic. According to the International
Monetary Fund, the ratio of public debt to GDP in advanced
economies increased from around 70 percent in 2007 to 124
percent in 2020. But the fear that rising public debt will fuel
future financial crises has been subdued, partly because
government bond yields have been so low for so long.
Advocates of MMT contend that as long as debt is denomi-
nated in a country's own currency, there is no reason to fear
a fiscal crisis, because a default cannot happen.

Any withdrawal of fiscal stimulus therefore should be
gradual. And in the meantime, new issues of public debt
can be used to fund infrastructure investments, income-sup-
port programs, and other items on progressives' agenda,
provided that the inflation rate remains below the central
bank's target. MMT's boosters cite Japan as proof of con-
cept. Even though Japan's debt to GDP ratio (including both
central and local government) is above 250 percent, com-
pared to 160 percent in the United States, its ten-year gov-
ernment bond yield has remained at around zero through-
out the COVID-19 pandemic, and its average inflation rate
has barely exceeded zero for 20 years. Annual new bond is-
sues and soaring debt levels have not had any apparent im-
pact on borrowing costs. But before other countries rush to
emulate Japan, they should bear in mind that Japanese gov-
ernment bonds are issued in yen, and almost all are held by
Japanese residents, both directly and indirectly through fi-
nancial institutions and the central bank.

Minimising inflation risk
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A worker arranges prepared vermicelli which are used in making dishes and consumed during the holy month of Ramzan,
at a workshop on the outskirts of Ahmedabad, Gujarat.

T he Bank of Russia, the coun-
try's central bank, has sur-

prisingly announced a fixed price for
buying gold with roubles. With a price
of RUB 5,000 (Great Britain Pound
45.12) for a gram of gold, to my knowl-
edge it's the first time that a nation's
currency has been expressed in 'gold
parity' since Switzerland decided to
stop doing so in 1999. Enacting gold
parity was common practice by the
world's major powers for facilitating
international trade payments in the
era of the gold standard in the 19th
and early 20th centuries. The same
was true in a slightly different way
during the Bretton Woods era from
1944 until 1971, which was when US
President Nixon decided to end the
system by removing the link between
gold and the US dollar. Putin's new
arrangement is envisaged, initially, to
hold from March 28 to June 30. It is the
latest in a series of rouble-related
moves by the Russians, starting with
the announcement on March 23 that
they would only accept roubles for
European gas instead of euros and US
dollars. I predicted that Russia would
at least extend this policy to oil, but it
has gone further and signalled an
intention to make it apply to all the
commodities it exports (others
include wheat, nickel, aluminium,
enriched uranium and neon).

The main goal of these moves is to
try to ensure the credibility of the rou-
ble by making it more desirable in the
forex market, though it also fits into

longstanding attempts by Russia and
China to weaken the US dollar's dom-
inance as global reserve currency
(meaning it's the currency in which
most international goods are priced
and which most central banks hold in
their foreign reserves). The rouble
collapsed in late February and early
March when western sanctions were
imposed in response to Russia's inva-
sion of Ukraine (the collapse looks
like a rise in the chart because it's
showing the number of roubles to the
US dollar rather than the other way
around). After the big drop, the rouble
recovered somewhat, which is typical
in such situations (known in the liter-
ature as 'exchange-rate overshoot-
ing'). However, the currency
strengthened further after the rou-
bles-for-gas announcement (no mat-
ter how serious or implementable the
plan actually is – so far, there has
been resistance to Putin's new rules).

On the back of the gold announce-
ment, the currency has continued to
strengthen to about RUB83 to the dol-
lar. As precious metals analyst Ronan
Manly has said, this makes sense if
you reflect that the market price of a
gram of gold is currently about USD
62. That's fairly close to Putin's
announcement that 1 gram of gold
equals RUB 5,000, which effectively
creates a gold-based exchange rate of
RUB 81 to USD 1. To give a sense of
the similarities with the gold standard
and the Bretton Woods system, let me
draw a historical parallel. The UK's

Coinage Act of 1816 fixed the value of
the pound sterling to 113 grains of
pure gold, while the US Gold Standard
Act of 1900 determined that the dollar
should maintain a value of 23.22
grains of pure gold. Taken together,
the two acts implied an official gold
parity exchange rate of GBP 1 = USD
4.87. It was similar during the post-
war Bretton Woods era: 1 ounce of
gold was said to be worth US$35, and
all other currencies were fixed to and
convertible into the US dollar. Gold
was at the centre of the system as a
way of making money credible. Of
course, attaching the rouble to a gold
standard comes with certain 'rules of
the game' that Russia will have to
abide by. It should be willing to
exchange gold for roubles with any-
one who wants to do so.

This was what the US did during
the Bretton Woods era, and it led to
the system's demise: with US expen-
diture rising to wage the Vietnam
war, dollar holders became increas-
ingly nervous about the dollar's value
and sought to exchange it for gold.
Nixon's unilateral decision to end con-
vertibility was for fear that the US
would run out of gold, which would
have destroyed the credibility of the
dollar. Since that decision, the world
has moved to a system of floating
exchange rates and the price of gold
has steadily risen as world currencies
have become weaker in relation to it.
The system has effectively been sup-
ported by a deal that the Americans
struck in the early 1970s to buy oil
from the Saudis and give them mili-
tary support in exchange for the
Saudis using the dollars to buy US
government bonds. Western financial
thought has this idea that if they
cheapen Russian gold by sanctioning
it, they're hurting Russia by lessening
the amount of stuff they could poten-
tially buy with that gold. In fact,
they're actually helping Russia by
encouraging gold inflows into the
country and making it much cheaper
for the Bank of Russia to amass much
more gold to back the Ruble at a cred-

ible rate when the time comes.
The problem for Russia is that if it

is willing to exchange roubles for
gold, it could soon end up in a similar
situation to the US circa 1971. Wars
are an abnormal state of affairs which
come with huge uncertainty: no reli-
able forecasts are possible, and mar-
kets are liable to overreact to new
developments – particularly in the
short term. If confidence in the rouble
falls again, many investors might
decide to withdraw gold from the cen-
tral bank, which could be extremely
destabilising for Moscow. The real
money question at the heart of this
theme is how did the Biden adminis-
tration and its allies not anticipate for
such a scenario to play out? Simple:
because the West's myopic thought
process is fixated on devaluing
Russian gold with the hopes of limit-
ing the amount of stuff the country
can buy with it. In fact, Washington is
so infatuated with preventing Russia
from selling gold that it's completely
forgetting that gold is money, rather
than the fiat paper created by a few
strokes on the Fed's keyboard that
only has value in the first place
because it can be traded for gold. The
viability of Russia maintaining a fixed
rate of roubles for gold is closely
related to what happens to demand
for Russian energy. If the west can
only slowly substitute away from its
dependence on Russia's oil and gas,
then demand for roubles will help to
keep the currency propped up (espe-
cially if the west does end up paying
in roubles). But if politicians listen to
economists and immediately stop
importing Russian gas, oil and other
commodities, the rouble could fall
dramatically – along with the whole
Russian economy. As much as this
would cause a further spike in prices
and pain all round, it may be the most
efficient and perhaps even safest way
to induce Russia to stop the war.

((AAlleexxaannddeerr  MMiihhaaiilloovv  iiss  AAssssoocciiaattee
PPrrooffeessssoorr  iinn  EEccoonnoommiiccss,,  UUnniivveerrssiittyy  

ooff  RReeaaddiinngg  iinn  UUKK..))

Russia putting rouble on gold 
standard is unlikely to last

SSaauurraavv  JJhhaa@@SSJJhhaa11661188
You can literally induct an indige-
nous Pralay SRBM battery by the
time the procurement file for some
gazillion dollar fighter jet *import*
deal moves between two desks.
Instead of crying about IAF
squadron strength, the need of the
hour is to build the rocket force.

VERMICELLI PREPARATION

ALEXANDER MIHAILOV
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BRIEF

Invest

Mumbai: Omega Seiki
Mobility (OSM) and
battery technology
startup Log9
Materials will jointly
invest Rs 150 crore in
charging infrastruc-
ture by financial 
year 2024.

Expects
New Delhi: FMCG
maker Godrej
Consumer Products
Ltd (GCPL) expects to
deliver a “close to dou-
ble-digit sales growth”
in the domestic mar-
ket in the January-
March quarter driven
entirely by pricing.
Overall, short-term
challenges such as un-
precedented global
commodity inflation
and the performance
of its Indonesia busi-
ness, continued to
play out during the
quarter, impacting
consumption and
margins.

Pacts

New Delhi: Macrotech
Developers has signed
multiple joint develop-
ment agreements
(JDAs) with land own-
ers to construct real
estate projects. CEO
Abhishek Lodha said
we believe that the
housing sector will
grow by 3-4x (3 to 4
times) in this decade
(2021-2030).

Sell
New Delhi: Two enti-
ties — Tamara and
Pace have offloaded
shares of casual dining
chain Barbeque
Nation Hospitality for
an estimated Rs 669
crore through open
market transactions.
Those who picked up
the shares of the
Bengaluru based casu-
al dining chain are —
ICICI Prudential
Mutual Fund, Motilal
Oswal Mutual Fund,
BNP Paribas
Arbitrage,
Massachusetts
Institute of
Technology and
TNTBC as The Trustee
of Nomura India Stock
Mother Fund.

Operations

New Delhi: JSW
Energy on Thursday
announced that its
subsidiary has com-
menced operations of
a 225 MW solar plant
at Vijayanagar in
Karnataka. JMD CEO
Prashant Jain said it
remains upbeat to
commence operations
of under-construction
pipeline.

Completes
Mumbai: Auto com-
ponents major
Motherson Sumi
Systems Ltd (MSSL)
said it has successful-
ly completed the ac-
quisition of a majori-
ty stake in Bengaluru
based CIM Tools
Private Ltd.

New Delhi, Apr 07 (PTI):

The finance ministry on
Thursday said 10 states
were given the permission
to borrow an additional Rs
28,204 crore in FY22 for un-
dertaking power sector re-
forms. The 10 states are
Andhra Pradesh, Assam,
Himachal Pradesh,
Manipur, Meghalaya,
Odisha, Rajasthan,
Sikkim, Tamil Nadu and
Uttar Pradesh.

“Department of
Expenditure, Ministry of
Finance, has granted addi-
tional borrowing permis-
sion of Rs 28,204 crore to
10 states for undertaking
the stipulated reforms in

power sector in 2021-22,” it
said in a statement.

In the financial year
2022-23 too, the states can
avail the facility of addi-
tional borrowing linked to
reforms in power sector.
An amount of Rs 1,22,551
crore will be available as
incentive to the states for
undertaking these re-
forms in 2022-23, it added.

The finance ministry,

based on the recommenda-
tions of 15th Finance
Commission, had decided
to grant additional bor-
rowing space of upto 0.5
per cent of the Gross State
Domestic Product (GSDP)
to the states every year for
a four year period from
2021-22 to 2024-25 based on
the reforms undertaken by
them in the power sector.

The objective of granti-
ng financial incentives as
additional borrowing per-
missions for taking up re-
forms in power sector are
to improve the operational
and economic efficiency of
the sector, and promote a
sustained increase in paid
electricity consumption.

10 states given permission to
borrow additional Rs 28,204 cr 

For power sector reforms last fiscal Mumbai, Apr 07 (PTI):

Equity benchmark
Sensex tumbled over 575
points on Thursday, track-
ing heavy losses in index-
heavyweights HDFC
twins, TCS and Reliance
Industries amid a weak
trend in global markets.

Declining for the third
straight day, the 30-share
Sensex slumped 575.46
points or 0.97 per cent to
settle at 59,034.95. During
the day, it tanked 633.06
points or 1.06 per cent to
58,977.35.

The broader Nifty-50
also declined 168.10 points
or 0.94 per cent to close at
17,639.55. From the 30-
share pack, Titan, HDFC,
HDFC Bank, Wipro, TCS,

Reliance Industries
Limited, and Power Grid
were the major laggards.

In contrast, Axis Bank,
Hindustan Unilever, ICICI
Bank, M&M, and Dr
Reddy’s were among the
gainers.

In Asia, markets in
Hong Kong, Seoul,
Shanghai, and Tokyo set-
tled lower. Stocks in the US
also ended lower in the

overnight session. “Recent
market weakness is partly
due to the increasingly
hawkish commentary
from the US Fed,” V K
Vijayakumar, Chief
Investment Strategist at
Geojit Financial Services,
said.

International oil bench-
mark Brent crude jumped
0.93 per cent to USD 102
per barrel.

Sensex tanks 575 points,
Nifty skids below 17,7001

Rupee falls 11
paise at 75.95

against USD, gold
price rises

Mumbai, Apr 07 (PTI):
The rupee declined 11
paise to close at 75.95 (pro-
visional) against the US
dollar on Thursday as the
hawkish stance of the US
Federal Reserve affected
investor sentiments in
global markets and bol-
stered the American cur-
rency. At the interbank for-
eign exchange, the rupee
opened lower at 75.88
against the US dollar, then
slipped further to quote
75.99. It finally settled at
75.95, down 11 paise over
its previous close.

On Wednesday, the
rupee tanked 55 paise, its
steepest single-day fall in a
month, to close at a one-
week low of 75.84 against
the US dollar.

Sydney, Apr 07 (PTI):

Commerce and Industry
Minister Piyush Goyal on
Thursday said the trade
pact between India and
Australia would help ex-
pand the economies of
both countries, thus pro-
viding huge opportunities
for students. He said edu-
cation is an important ele-
ment both in the current
and future engagements
with Australia.

So as trade and economy
expand, the opportunities
for students also naturally
expand and that’s what we
have aimed for, he said
while interacting with stu-
dents here at the
University of New South
Wales. He called for taking
India-Australia partner-
ship in education to
greater heights and invit-
ed the university to ex-

pand its footprints in
India. As we expand our
services offerings to each
other. As we expand trade
in goods, in startups, obvi-
ously there is going to be a
need for all of you (Indian
students in Australia) in a
bigger way, Goyal added.

Australia has over one
lakh students from India.

Speaking at the event,
Australian Trade Minister
Dan Tehan said whether
Indian students studying
in Australia should also
get opportunities to work
here, is a very popular

issue and they are work-
ing to address it. So as part
of the agreement, what we
have reached is that if a
student is from STEM (sci-
ence, technology, engineer-
ing and mathematics) or
working in IT as part of
their degree and if you get
a first class honours, then
you will get extra post
study work (visa). So you
will be able to stay here,
work and work for longer .

We have to make sure
that our education leads to
employment outcome We
hope that in the coming 6
months, you will have
much more opportunity
than what you have at the
moment, he added.

Both the ministers were
replying to a question
from an Indian student
named Mushkan, study-
ing finance and financial
technology here.

Indo-Aussie trade expansion 
to provide opportunities for students

Commerce and Industry Minister Piyush Goyal held
talks at University of New South Wales in Australia on
Thursday.

Bhubaneswar, Apr 07: 

ASBM University,
Bhubaneswar hosted its
8th International
Management Conference
(IMCon-22) on ‘Building
Resilience-The Way
Forward’ on April 2. This
event was in collaboration
with ACBSP, USA,
Lobachevsky University,
Russia and IIM
Sambalpur. The inaugural
session had an august
presence of Governor of
Odisha, Prof. Ganeshi Lal
as the Chief Guest who in-
augurated the conference.

In his address, Chief
Guest and Governor of
Odisha Prof. Ganeshi Lal
said on the vitality of self-
introspection for building
resilience and to carry it
forward. Quoting in-
stances from Bhagavat
Gita and Mahabharat, he
focused on the apprehen-
sion of internal root map-
ping is the ultimatum to
recover quickly from any

difficult situations.
Prof. Biswajeet

Pattanayak, Founder and
President of the
University addressed the
gathering and gave prel-
ude to the conference.
Earlier the welcome ad-
dress was given by Vice
Chancellor ASBM
University, Prof. Kalyan
Shankar Ray. In his key-

note address Mr. Richard
Rekhy, Board Member
KPMG Dubai and Former
CEO, KPMG, stressed on
the all-round development
is the key to a resilient fu-
ture.

Guest of Honor, Prof
D.P. Agarwal, Former
Chairman, Union Public
Service Commission
spoke about the impor-

tance of resilience in this
modern world and gave
emphasis on overcoming
of all the odds, particular-
ly in the COVID-19 period.
After the felicitation there
were releases of book,
‘Building Resilience – The
Way Forward’, ASBM
newsletter, ‘Phoenix’ and
the conference compendi-
um by the Governor.

ASBM University hosts its 8th IMCon-22

New Delhi, Apr 07 (PTI):

The government has
made fitness testing of ve-
hicles through Automated
Testing Stations (ATS)
mandatory in a phased
manner starting April
next year.

In an official statement,
the Road Transport and
Highways Ministry
(MoRTH) said that fitness
testing for heavy goods ve-
hicles and heavy passen-
ger motor vehicles
through an ATS will be
mandatory from April 1,
2023. While in the case of
medium goods vehicles
and medium passenger
motor vehicles and light
motor vehicles (transport),
the requirement will be
made compulsory from

June 1, 2024. An
Automated Testing Station
(ATS) uses mechanical
equipment to automate
the various tests required
to check the fitness of a ve-
hicle. “The Ministry of
Road Transport and
Highways has issued a no-

tification dated 5th April
2022, regarding mandatory
fitness of motor vehicles
only through an
Automated Testing
Station, registered in ac-
cordance with rule 175 of
the Central Motor Vehicle
Rules 1989,” it said.

Govt mandates vehicles’ fitness
testing via automated stations 

Automated Testing Station

 In phased manner
from Apr 2023

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  AApprr  0077  ((PPTTII))::

State-owned Energy
Efficiency Services Ltd (EESL)
is looking to tie up with central
and state agencies across the
country with an aim to max-
imise the adoption of energy
efficient products and services
in India.

The company has opened
registrations for the empanel-
ment of demand aggregators
for Channel Partners
Programme Phase II under
which it will collaborate with
central and state agencies in
designing, implementing, and
maintaining their energy effi-
ciency projects. 

The registration process will
be open till May 31, 2022 and
the successful empanelled par-
ties will be announced on July
1, 2022. With Channel Partners
Programme Phase II, EESL is
looking to increase the uptake
of its energy efficient appli-
ances like LED tubelights,

bulbs, BLDC fans, super-effi-
cient ACs and chillers, among
others. The programme will
provide various growth oppor-
tunities to both EESL and its
channel partners. 

Through this initiative, EESL
will benefit from an extensive
sales network, which will
enhance the reach and prolifer-
ation of energy efficient prod-
ucts and services. The part-
ners, on the other hand, will be
able to leverage EESL’s credi-
ble market presence and high-
quality solutions. With the
phase II of this programme,
EESL aims to increase its

turnover from energy efficient
appliances to Rs 100 crore in
next one year. “Through the
improvised second phase of
our Channel Partners
Programme, we seek to further
stimulate our various initia-
tives, by involving the private
players in our energy efficien-
cy journey,” Animesh Mishra,
Head - Sales and PR, EESL said
in the statement. 

Through its schemes like
Streetlighting National
Programme (SLNP), Unnat
Jyoti by Affordable LEDs for All
(UJALA), Super-Efficient Air
Conditioner Programme and
Building Energy Efficiency
Programme, EESL has actively
worked towards enabling a low
carbon future with significant
economic and social impact.

The organization aims to
introduce a wide array of new
energy efficient appliances in
the future that can help in
mainstreaming energy effi-
ciency in India.

EESL to tie up with agencies to increase
adoption of energy efficient products

Mumbai, Apr 07 (PTI):

Smart mobility firm
Bounce Infinity on
Thursday said it has com-
menced rollout of its first
consumer e-scooter E1
from the Bhiwadi facility
in Rajasthan and deliveries
of the vehicle will start
from April 18. The compa-
ny also said it is looking to
set up a new half-a-million
per annum capacity manu-
facturing facility for e-
scooters in South India
later this year. Bounce
Infinity is backed by mar-
quee investors such as
Accel, Accel US, Sequoia
Capital India, B Capital,
Falcon Edge, Qualcomm,
Chirate, Omidyar
Network, Maverick
Capital, among others. It
had launched E1 with dual
options in swappable bat-
tery - scooter with Battery-
as-a-Service (BaaS) — and
scooter with battery and

charger. It had also an-
nounced that deliveries of
the e-scooter will com-
mence from early 2022.
With the rollout of Bounce
Infinity E1 from our plant,
we are thrilled that the first
batch of our electric scoot-
ers will soon make its way
to eagerly awaiting cus-
tomers across the country,
said Vivekananda
Hallekere, Co-Founder and
CEO, Bounce Infinity. With
current capacity at the

Bhiwadi plant exceeding
2,00,000 scooters annually,
the facility will serve as the
company’s national manu-
facturing hub, catering to
demand from across the
country, the company said.
The BaaS option the first-
of-its-kind in the Indian
market pushes down the
acquisition cost of the
scooter substantially, by as
much as 40 per cent as com-
pared to conventional elec-
tric scooters, it claims.

Bounce Infinity begins 
rollout of its first e-scooter

Rollout of e-scooter E1 begins in Bhiwadi on Thursday.

Mumbai, Apr 07: 

The Koo App launches
Voluntary Self-Verification,
becoming the first social
media platform in the
world to do so. Any user
can now self-verify their
profile on the platform
within seconds by using
their Government-ap-
proved ID card. This move
empowers users to prove
the authenticity of their ac-
counts on the platform,
hence lending credibility to
the thoughts and opinions
that they share. Voluntary
self-verification promotes
visibility of genuine voices.
A visible marker in the
form of a green tick will
identify an account as
being self-verified. Koo is
the first ‘Significant Social
Media Intermediary’ to en-
able this feature in accor-
dance with Rule 4(7) the
Information Technology
(Intermediary Guidelines
and Digital Media Ethics

Code) Rules, 2021. Users
enter the Government-ID
number, enter the OTP, and
on successful authentica-
tion, get self-verified with a
green tick in their profile.
The whole process is com-
pleted within a few sec-
onds. The validation
process is carried out by
Government-authorized
third-parties. Koo would
not store any information
during the process. In addi-
tion to empowering users
on the platform, voluntary
self verification - by pro-
moting authenticity - will
also hopefully result in
curbing online misinfor-
mation, hate speech, abuse
and bullying. Aprameya
Radhakrishna, Co-founder
& CEO Koo said, “Koo is at
the forefront of promoting
trust and safety on social
media. We are very proud
to be the first social media
platform in the world to
launch a Voluntary Self-
Verification system.

Koo launches Voluntary
Self-Verification for all users

New Delhi, Apr 07 (PTI):

The country’s largest
carmaker Maruti Suzuki
India on Thursday an-
nounced opening of book-
ings for the upcoming new
generation version of its
multi purpose vehicle,
Ertiga.

The next-gen Ertiga,
powered by a 1.5 litre
petrol engine with a smart
hybrid technology, will be
launched next week.

The company said it can
be booked with a payment
of Rs 11,000.

Maruti Suzuki India
Senior Executive Director
(Marketing & Sales)
Shashank Shrivastava
said the Ertiga has sold
over 7.5 lakh units and has
been a “game-changer in
India’s MPV market”

“The next-gen Ertiga
will have thoughtful new-
age features, an upgraded
powertrain and advanced
6-speed automatic trans-
mission,” he said.

New Maruti Suzuki
Ertiga bookings open
 Launch next week



Tushar Dalvi highlights
importance of education
Ever since its launch, Sony

Entertainment Television’s
popular show Mere Sai: Shraddha
Aur Saburi has not only narrat-
ed stories of perfect humility,

purity, self-control, equality
and generosity but also  con-
tinuous life teachings to its
viewers. Taking this
thought forward, the up-
coming track narrates a
heartfelt story of a lower caste girl residing in
Shirdi who bears the brunt of the deeply en-
trenched caste system, and a free-thinking man
who believes in equality for all and stands up
for her rights. Sawari works in the local
Kulkarni household where she isn’t given the
respect she deserves, only because she was
born in a lower caste family. However,
Kulkarni’s son Mahesh who has come back
to Shirdi after finishing his higher studies in
London is a fervent believer of equality of
human rights and treating all alike. He be-

lieves in treating everyone the same regard-
less of their race, social status, disability, reli-
gion or caste. Upon his return to Shirdi, he
witnesses Sawari getting humiliated in his

own house and decides to take a stand for her.
Eventually, both fall for each other and develop

feelings towards one another.

IMAX releases it’s exclusive
poster for Kannada lan-

guage period action drama
K.G.F. Chapter 2. Written
and directed by Prashanth
Neel, and produced by Vijay
Kiragandur under Hombale
Films, K.G.F. Chapter 2 stars
Kannada superstar Yash in
lead role along with Sanjay
Dutt, Srinidhi Shetty,
Raveena Tandon and
Prakash Raj. The story is
based on the happenings in
the blood-soaked land of
Kolar Gold Fields and is a
continuation of K.G.F.
Chapter 1. K.G.F. Chapter 2
will release across IMAX
screens in Kannada, Telugu,
Hindi, on April 14, 2022.

IMAX’s exclusive poster fea-
tures a determined Rocky
with an even fiercer look
with weapons in both hands
with chaos and goons in the
background. The poster
reflects Rocky’s thoughts as
he braces himself while his
enemies are clamouring for
revenge and conspiring for
his downfall.
Speaking on releasing K.G.F.
Chapter 2 in IMAX,
Christopher Tillman, VP,
International Development
and Distribution said, “IMAX
is known for offering audi-
ences a larger than life
experience and it is only apt
for us to release an action-
packed film like K.G.F. 

‘K.G.F. Chapter 2 poster’
has a rugged Rocky in a

fierce look

Ajay Devgn, who is gearing up for his
next film 'Runway 34', recently
shared how the idea behind the film

came into being.
The script of 'Runway 34', which will see

Ajay doubling up as a director in addition to
his portrayal of the lead character, was con-
ceived during the first nationwide lock-
down following the first wave of the pan-
demic in India. Talking about how the spe-
cial journey of 'Runway 34' began, Ajay
Devgn shared, "Two years ago, barely a
month into the pandemic, when things
seemed to be going slow, the writer-duo
Sandeep Kewlani and Aamil Keeyan Khan
narrated the script of 'Runway 34' to me. I
liked the script but I wanted certain
changes. As promised, they worked on it
during the lockdown and came back to me
with a refreshed version."

Keeping the essence of the thriller intact,
the actor-director further mentioned that
the film is inspired by true events, "What I
heard, I liked. The script is inspired by true
events and they had made some changes for
the big-screen adaptation. The first half has
an element of thrill which the audience
must experience.

"In fact, each and every one of us will
identify with the turbulence and that hol-
low feeling in the stomach when a flight hits
an air pocket. I can't tell you more because

it's a thriller and must be ex-
perienced." "Coming back
to the script, Sandeep and
Aamil had brought in the ex-
citement and the drama. Then
we worked on the script for another
four months with my regular inputs.
I was happy with the end result and
also absolutely drawn to it. I decid-
ed this would be my third directori-
al. In December, 2020, we launched
the film and started to shoot it as
soon as the lockdown was partial-
ly withdrawn. Here we are today
with a film that I am truly proud
to represent," he added.

Directed by Ajay Devgn,
'Runway 34' is produced by Ajay
Devgn Films and is co-produced
by Kumar Mangat Pathak,
Vikrant Sharma, Sandeep
Harish Kewlani, Tarlok Singh
Jethi, Hasnain Husaini and Jay
Kanujia. The film, which also
stars Amitabh Bachchan, Rakul
Preet Singh, Boman Irani,
Aakanksha Singh and Angira
Dhar, is set to hit theatres on
April 29, where it will clash
with Tiger Shroff and
Nawazuddin Siddiqui-
starrer 'Heropanti 2'.

JoJo Siwa exits Will 
Smith-backed film ‘Bounce’

Dancer and digital sensation JoJo Siwa will no
longer be making her feature film debut with the
screen adaptation of 'Bounce', reports 'Variety'.

Insiders familiar with the project said that
Paramount Pictures has also removed the project
from its development slate.

Siwa told Variety at the GLAAD Media Awards
that she is no longer attached to the movie adapta-
tion of the YA book by Megan Shull. She said, "That
project got put on hold, and then went away. It was-
n't the one."

As per the sources of 'Variety', the project fell
apart months ago and its demise is not related to
Smith's assault of comedian Chris Rock at this
year's Academy Awards. First announced in the
summer of 2020, the film was brought to the stu-
dio by producer Caleb Pinkett ('Cobra Kai',
'Charm City Kings').

His sister Jada Pinkett Smith and Will Smith
were reported to be attached as producers at
the time, before the formation of their con-
tent company Westbrook. One person famil-
iar with Westbrook said Pinkett Smith and
her husband were not leads on the project,

rather lending support to Caleb Pinkett.
The project also made waves last July when
Siwa, who came out as pansexual months

prior, revealed that the script for "Bounce"
included a kissing scene with a male

costar. 'Variety' later reported that the studio
happily removed the kissing scene in light of

Siwa's objection.

ACROSS
1. Inferior
6. Flour factory
10. And
14. Make joyous
15. Between ports
16. Penn or Connery
17. Lawful
18. Cincinnati baseballers
19. Window section
20. Active person

21. Dessert choice
22. Afternoon snooze
24. Correct
26. Hide
27. Come into sight
30. Common contraction
31. Knife user's tool
33. Cutting tools
37. Feel pain
38. Adolescent
41. Pod inhabitant
42. Petition

44. Aardvarks
46. Heidi's cousin
49. Dodges
50. Scoundrels
53. Employs
54. Verify
55. Compass dir.
56. Fair (hyph.)
60. Benefit
61. Curved doorway
63. TV repeat
64. Ink spot
65. Uncommon
66. Sound loudly
67. Evils
68. Prod
69. The British ____

DOWN
1. Join metal
2. Bogus butter
3. Anger
4. Appetizer
5. Lamprey
6. ____ Antoinette
7. Words of understanding (2 wds.)
8. Went first
9. Cowboy's tools
10. Facets
11. Rent contract
12. Christmas visitor
13. Basketball's Shaquille ____
21. Thick soup
23. Tavern
25. Attentive
26. Diamond weight

27. Urgent acronym
28. Dr. ____ of TV
29. Colorless
30. Hair coloring
32. Advances
34. Was a copycat
35. "The Way We ____"
36. Brashness
39. Honking birds
40. Roof edge
43. Emphasizes
45. Loafer ornaments
47. "Viva ____ Vegas"
48. Communion tables
50. Jewish cleric
51. Coral island
52. Bar seat
53. Theater employee
55. Unbleached color
57. Uttered
58. Certain
59. Wallet fillers
62. Sharp knock
63. Batter's stat
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Money problems could be on your
mind, Aquarius, perhaps more so
than necessary. You might have a
tendency to blow them out of propor-
tion and think they're worse than
they are. Try to make a special effort
to be objective. 

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18
Today you could look in the mirror and
panic about your appearance, Pisces. You
might be feeling a little under the weather
and look a little tired. Nonetheless, you
probably look a lot better than you think
you do. Don't fall into the trap of blowing
every little flaw out of proportion. A little
rest is probably all you need in order to look
like yourself again.

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20
Your artistic abilities could seem a bit
blocked today, Aries. You could be anx-
ious to complete a half-finished project,
but at this point you may have no idea
where to go with it. Don't panic! Do
something else for a day or two and ideas
will probably flow as if by magic. If you
don't have a tight deadline, there's no
rush to complete the work now. 

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20
Today you could have a strong desire to
get out and socialize, Taurus. You could
well spend a lot of time on the phone try-
ing to reach some friends, but not have
much luck with it. If they're busy, a frus-
trating game of phone tag could result.
You might try just dropping by. Even if he
or she can't see you right then, you can
make arrangements for later.

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

Today you could receive an invitation
to a social event that you'll really
want to attend, Gemini. People could
be there who might turn out to be
important contacts. Nonetheless, you
might find that other responsibilities
interfere with your plans, and experi-
ence a wave of disappointment. 

Gemini: May 22 – June 21
An opportunity to travel to a place
you've always wanted to visit, perhaps
for business reasons, could come your
way today, Cancer. This could be very
exciting, but you might have some dif-
ficulty making the arrangements.
Flights could be full, hotels too costly,
and responsibilities at home might
need attention. 

Cancer: June 22 – July 22
Daydreams full of adventure, perhaps
involving travel, could take up a lot of your
time today, Leo. You're probably bored
with your situation and longing to do
something to break your routine. You
might have no idea how you can escape
from everything right now. Don't force it.
Spend the afternoon in a place you don't
usually visit. 

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23
Your desire to see a romantic partner
could be very strong today, Virgo.
However, if you ask, you might be
turned down. Don't jump to the conclu-
sion that your friend doesn't want to see
you. If he or she says there are responsi-
bilities to attend to, believe it! You might
have to wait until another day, but that's
probably the worst that will happen. 

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

Overindulgence in food and drink over
the past few days could be causing you
to feel a little out of sorts today, Libra.
You might even wonder if the fun was
worth it! A little careful attention to
yourself will have you back to normal in
no time. Don't be surprised, however, if
another opportunity to live it up pres-
ents itself! Take care. 

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23
A moody family member could have you
confused, Sagittarius, and you might not
be able to discern the best way to find
out what's bothering him or her. Don't
overanalyze the situation. The best way
is probably just to come right out and
tactfully speak your mind. 

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22
A moody family member could have you
confused, Sagittarius, and you might not
be able to discern the best way to find
out what's bothering him or her. Don't
overanalyze the situation. The best way
is probably just to come right out and
tactfully speak your mind. 

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21
You might want to spend most of today out-
side, Capricorn, perhaps taking a walk
through a park. You could have some serious
thinking to do and feel the best recourse is to
be by yourself for a while. Decisions won't
come easily today, so don't try to force them.
Just enjoy being out in the fresh air.
Sometimes things come together more
quickly if you forget about them for a while.

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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Ajay Devgn reveals how
‘Runway 34’ took flight

Alefia Kapadia: We step 
into relationships with 

baby steps which gradually
make us fall in love

‘Bade Achhe Lagte Hain 2' actress Alefia
Kapadia talks about the ongoing track

and how the show brings out the reality of
two strangers gradually falling in love with
each other in an arranged marriage.

The show revolves around Nakuul Mehta
and Disha Parmar, who are playing onscreen
couple Ram and Priya respectively. In the on-
going track, the lead characters are shown
facing the dilemma to express their feelings
for each other. Alefia spoke about the
quandary Ram (played by Nakuul Mehta) and
Priya (essayed by Disha Parmar) are now fac-
ing. She says: "We step into relationships with
baby steps which gradually make us fall in
love. Love is not some quick scheme that two
people can fall into. It takes time, you have to
know the person that you want to love.
Certainty is the keyword here. Sure, the heart
wants what it wants, but there are always
doubts." The actress adds about the upcoming
episodes in which both Ram and Priya will
confess their love for each other.

"Priya still has to come to terms with her
own feelings for Ram even though Ram is al-
ready head over heels in love with her. Love is
an experience that is unique to each individ-
ual. What is important is that you enjoy the
journey and the show is inviting viewers to
be a part of this journey of Priya to Ram,"
she adds.

Essentials - The
feature film

idea was born
during the initial
days of the pan-
demic when the
globe was reeling
under strict lock-
downs. The story
was set with limited charac-
ters, locations, and budget.
The pandemic threw an
array of unique challenges
that was tactfully dealt
with, during the produc-
tion. The production sched-
ule was planned well in ad-
vance and was completed in
just 17 days. 80% of the plan
was done on paper first and

then executed ac-
cordingly with a
minimal yet fantas-
tic crew of just 8 on
sets and 20 profes-
sionals in total. The
film got completed
in a year’s time
which is an

achievement on its own in
comparison to many big
budget films that get stuck
and remain incomplete due
to various reasons. The fea-
ture film has won many
awards at various
International Film
Festivals.You can watch this
award winning film on
Movie Saints and Youtube.

An award winning feature film
by India’s Talented Filmmaker

Praveen Whitefield
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Mumbai, Apr 07:

Gujarat Titans' lethal
pace attack is all set to ask
some probing questions to
the dynamic Punjab Kings
top-order when the two
teams lock horns in an IPL
match on Friday. In terms
of composition and bal-
ance, both Gujarat and
Punjab are very different
and that makes for an en-
ticing contest on a
Brabourne Stadium track
where runs are always on
offer. Punjab in their three
games have shown that the
approach this year would
be to go hammer and tongs
during the Powerplay
overs and set the tempo for
the rest of the innings.

In IPL however, there
are some intriguing sub-
plots that make it an en-
gaging Friday. It will be a
battle between Punjab's
costliest buy (apart from
skipper Mayank
Agarwal's retention) Liam
Livingstone and New
Zealand's speed merchant
Lockie Ferguson.

Having literally ter-
rorised Delhi Capitals'
Mandeep Singh with his
pace and steep bounce in
the earlier game, expect
Ferguson to unleash his
thunderbolts on
Livingstone, who had
taken the CSK attack to
cleaners in the previous
game with his 32-ball-60.

Ferguson and
Mohammed Shami make
for the most potent new
ball pair after the first two

weeks. With head coach
Anil Kumble they would
like to devise a strategy to
keep Punjab Kings under
check during the
Powerplay overs.

Hardik Pandya again
bowling full tilt and touch-
ing 140 clicks also adds to
the potency of the Gujarat
attack but their batting
still looks a bit question-
able save Shubman Gill
and skipper Pandya.

While senior openers
Shikhar Dhawan and skip-
per Agarwal are yet to
make significant contribu-
tions, it would be an oner-
ous job against the Titans
attack.

It is the middle-order of
Bhanuka Rajapaksa,

Livingstone and newcom-
er Jitesh Sharma, that is
expected to provide fire-
works with M Shahrukh
Khan and Odean Smith at
the rear.

They would like to tar-
get the weak Indian
bowlers like Rahul
Tewatia and Varun Aaron,
who is known for leaking
runs in all these years of
IPL. However where
Gujarat might face prob-
lems is in the batting front.
Shubhman Gill is the only
assured batter they have
till now.

In the first match
against Lucknow, they did-
n't have to chase much and
the second game saw them
defend 170 odd purely be-

cause of their opening
bowling depth.

Vijay Shankar as a top-
order batter has looked far
from convincing and
Matthew Wade hasn't yet
hit the rhythm although
he is capable of big hits.

Abhinav Manohar is
very new at this stage
while Tewatia and David
Miller aren't exactly
known for their consisten-
cy.

In case of Punjab, they
have two match-winning
bowlers in Kagiso Rabada
and leg-spinner Rahul
Chahar but Arshdeep
Singh, debutant Vaibhav
Arora and Livingstione
himself did a commend-
able job against Chennai.

PBKS vs GT: Could be one
of IPL’s hottest battles

It will be a battle between Punjab's costliest buy (apart from skipper Mayank Agarwal's retention)
Liam Livingstone and New Zealand's speed merchant Lockie Ferguson.

Potchefstroom, Apr 07 (PTI):

Unbeaten so far in the
tournament, a confident
India team is expected to
steamroll lower-ranked
Korea and seal the semifi-
nal spot in the Junior
Women Hockey World
Cup, here on Friday.

The Indians finished on
top of Pool D with maxi-
mum nine points from
three victories. After hum-
bling Wales (5-1), Germany
(2-1) and Malaysia (4-0),
India go into the quarterfi-
nals with a superior 11-2
record. On the contrary,

with just three points in
their kitty, Korea finished
second in Pool C on ac-
count of a better goal dif-
ference.

Korea's pool was headed
by Argentina with maxi-
mum nine points while
Uruguay and Austria lost
out on a quarterfinal berth
on goal difference after fin-
ishing with same points as
their Asian rival.

With three Olympians
in the squad in skipper
Salima Tete and strikers
Sharmila Devi and
Lalremsiami, the Indians
looked a completely domi-

nant side, rich with big
match experience.

Salima has led the side
from the front with her su-
perlative runs from the
flanks, creating chances
for the forward line, while
Sharmila and
Lalremsiami too lived up
to their expectations with
their attacking game up-
front. But the star of
India's performance so far
in the tournament has
been young striker
Mumtaz Khan, who has
scored five goals so far, in-
cluding a hat-trick against
Malaysia on Wednesday.

In-form India to start favourite against
Korea in Women WC quarterfinal

Pune, Apr 07 (PTI):
Mumbai Indians have endured
a torrid start to the season,
losing three games in a row
and the team's head coach
Mahela Jayawardene feels the
five-time IPL champions need
to adopt a ruthless attitude to
finish off games.
A lacklustre MI lost by five
wickets to Kolkata Knight
Riders here on Wednesday
night to slump to their third
consecutive defeat of the sea-
son. The Rohit Sharma-led
side had lost to Delhi Capitals
and Rajasthan Royals in its
opening two games.
"We were in the game pretty
much all the way but then in
the last few games we have
not been ruthless enough to
close games off," Jayawardene
said at the virtual press con-
ference.
"It's always tough when you
have a start like this but we
need to look at the positives.
We are playing some good
cricket but it's just that we are
not closing games off. All
three games we were in it but
we were not able to finish it
off.
"So these are concerns, spe-
cially with the ball we are not
executing at the back end
under pressure. Our execution
has been poor so we need to
make sure we brush up on
that," he added.

We need to be 
ruthless in finishing

off games, says MI
coach Jayawardene

New Delhi, Apr 07 (PTI):

Anil Kumble felt that he
was treated "unfairly" and
forced to resign as head
coach of the Indian team
but then skipper Virat
Kohli opined that players
were not happy with his
"intimidating" style of en-
forcing discipline, accord-
ing to former Committee
of Administrators head
Vinod Rai.

In his recently pub-
lished book, 'Not Just A
Nightwatchman: My
Innings with BCCI', pub-
lished by 'Rupa', Rai
touched upon various is-
sues that he dealt with
during his 33-month
tenure.

One of the issues and
perhaps the most contro-
versial, was when Kohli
complained about his
breakdown of relation-
ship with Kumble, who an-
nounced his resignation
publicly just after
Champions Trophy in
2017. Kumble was handed
a one-year contract in
2016. "In my conversations

with the captain and team
management, it was con-
veyed that Kumble was too
much of a disciplinarian
and hence the team mem-
bers were not too happy
with him," Rai has written
in his book.

"I had spoken to Virat
Kohli on the issue and he
did mention that the
younger members of the
team felt intimidated by
the way he worked with
them." Rai reveals that the
then Cricket Advisory
Committee comprising
Sachin Tendulkar, Sourav
Ganguly, VVS Laxman

had recommended
Kumble's re-appointment.

"Soon, the CAC met in
London and interacted
with the two separately in
a bid to resolve the issue.
After deliberations over
three days, they decided to
recommend Kumble's
reappointment as the head
coach."

However it was evident
from what followed was
that Kohli's point of view
was given more respect
and hence Kumble's posi-
tion became untenable.

"We had long conversa-
tions with Kumble after he
had returned from the UK.
He was obviously upset
about the manner in
which the entire episode
had panned out. He felt he
had been unfairly treated
and a captain or team
should not be given so
much importance.

"It was the duty of the
coach to bring discipline
and professionalism into
the team and as a senior,
his views should have
been respected by the play-
ers."

Kumble felt he was unfairly
treated: Vinod Rai

Suncheon, Apr 07 (PTI):

Ace Indian shuttlers PV
Sindhu and Kidambi
Srikanth progressed to the
quarterfinals but Lakshya
Sen was ousted after losing
his second round match at
the Korea Open Super 500
badminton tournament here
on Thursday.

World number seven
Sindhu, a two-time Olympic
medallist, got the better of
world number 26 Japan's
Aya Ohori 21-15 21-10 in a
lop-sided contest to take her
head-to-head count against
the Japanese to an over-
whelming 12-0.

The third seeded Indian
will next face familiar foe in
Thailand's Busanan
Ongbamrungphan, whom
she had defeated in the final
of the Swiss Open last
month. The former world
champion, who has claimed
two Super 300 titles this sea-
son at Syed Modi
International and Swiss

Open, enjoys a 16-1 lead in 17
meetings against the world
number 11 Thai. World
championship silver medal-
list Srikanth saw off Israel's
Misha Zilberman 21-18 21-6
to set up a clash with local
hope and former world no 1
Son Wan ho.
Commonwealth Games sil-
ver medallists and world no

seven pairing of
Satwiksairaj Rankireddy
and Chirag Shetty defeated
Singapore's Hee Yong Kai
Terry and Loh Kean Hean
21-15 21-19 in 36 minutes to
also advance to the quarter-
finals. World championship
bronze medallist Sen,
ranked ninth in the world,
went down 20-22 9-21 to world

number 24 Shesar Hiren
Rhustavito in 33 minutes.
The country's other fast-ris-
ing shuttler Malvika Bansod
also failed to advance to the
quarterfinals as she was
brushed aside by Thailand's
Pornpawee Chochuwong 8-
21 14-21 in a second round
women's singles clash that
lasted 39 minutes.

Mumbai, Apr 07 (PTI):

Australian dasher
Glenn Maxwell is confi-
dent that new RCB captain
Faf du Plessis will do a
great job with the fran-
chise as the respect he gar-
ners from his colleagues in
the change room is there
to be seen.

Maxwell, who missed
the first few games due to
his marriage, is expected
to play against Mumbai
Indians on April 9.
However the big-hitting
Australian was effusive in
his praise for the former
Proteas skipper who has
replaced Virat Kohli as the
skipper this season.

"We think he's (Du
Plessis) going to do a
great job for the fran-
chise and even the way
he started, you can tell
he's got the respect of
everyone in the room.
Not only does he lead by

example, with his ac-
tions, but he also per-
forms really well,"
Maxwell told RCB 'Bold
Diaries'.

But Maxwell made it
clear that it's not just Du
Plessis but even the other
seniors need to help the
skipper out as part of
leadership group for
smooth functioning.

"To have a guy of his
quality and caper up the
top of the order is some-
thing that's great for the
franchise. And hopefully,
the senior guys around
can help him out as well,"
he said.

"So, it's not just him
shouldering all that work-
load we'd potentially have
seen in the previous years
at RCB. To have, I sup-
pose, a solid leadership
group behind him to sort
of feel like it's not just
him out there having to
shoulder all the load.

Pune, Apr 07 (PTI):

He wanted to hit every de-
livery out of the park but
even by his own big-hitting
standards, Australian Test
captain Pa Cummins is
"more surprised" than any-

one else after his 15-ball-56
not out blitzkrieg for KKR in
an IPL match against
Mumbai Indians. Regarded
as one of the world's best in
contemporary cricket,
Cummins smashed a record-
equalling fastest fifty to

power Kolkata Knight
Riders' to a comfortable five-
wicket win over MI here on
Wednesday. Cummins
reached his half-century in
just 14 balls, to equal KL
Rahul, to help KKR chase
down MI's total of 161 with 24
balls to spare. "I probably
think I'm most surprised by
that innings. I'm glad that it
came off. I was thinking of
having a swing if it was in
my area. Wasn't trying to
overthink it," Cummins said.
"When I come into bat, it is at
the end of the game. So I
have a clear thinking to just
clear the ropes. Whenever I
am facing him (Jasprit
Bumrah), I just try to hit as
hard as possible and fortu-
nately it came off few times."
He is the world's finest fast
bowler but Cummins is no
mug with the bat and he
proved his worth on
Wednesday night, as KKR,
needing 35 from 30 balls, got
them all in just six deliveries
with the Australian Test cap-
tain hitting six sixes and four
boundaries during his explo-
sive knock.

I think I am most surprised
by this innings: Pat Cummins

New Delhi, Apr 07 (PTI):

Olympic silver medallist
Vijay Kumar and World
Championship silver winner
Jitu Rai on Thursday re-
turned to the national squad
after being away for a pro-
longed period.

Vijay, who claimed a his-
toric silver in 25m rapid fire
pistol event at the 2012
London Olympics, made a
comeback to competitive
shooting after five years
when he participated in the
national championships last
November at the Dr Karni
Singh Shooting Range here.

The 36-year-old shooter,
who is now a deputy superin-

tendent of police in his home
state of Himachal Pradesh,
had been dogged by a recur-
ring shoulder injury since
winning the Olympic medal.
Asian Games gold medallist
Rai, 34, took part in the na-
tional shooting selection tri-
als at the Madhya Pradesh
Academy last month. In the
50-metre free pistol, Rai, a
multiple-time World Cup
gold medallist, shot 562 to top
the field. He was one point
ahead of Saurabh
Chaudhary. Subedar Major
Rai, who has been training at
the Army Marksman Unit in
Mhow, has placed the 2024
Olympics as one of his major
goals.

Top pistol shooters Vijay,
Jitu back in national squad

Du Plessis has earned respect
in RCB change room: Maxwell

Sindhu, Srikanth storm into quarters;
Sen, Bansod out of Korea Open



Vegetable prices soar due
to high transportation cost

New Delhi, Apr 07 (PTI) 

Vegetable prices in
Delhi and adjoining areas
have shot up due to an in-
crease in the transporta-
tion cost following the
fuel price hike, leaving
the customers as well as
the sellers struggling.

Vegetable sellers say
they are facing shrinking
profits and reduced sales
as due to the increased
transportation cost and
the ultimate hike in the
buying price, they are
bound to sell vegetables at
a higher price, which
means either a low mar-
gin for them or limited
sales.

Dharmendra Singh, a
vegetable vendor in

Lajpat Nagar, said the
prices of vegetables have
gone up.

"Tomatoes are now
being sold for Rs 40 per kg
whereas earlier, the price
was between Rs 25 and Rs
30. Bottle gourd is now
being sold for Rs 40 per
kg. Even the price of pota-
toes has gone up. It is now
available for Rs 25 per kg.
Earlier, it used to be sold
for Rs 10 per kg.

"The prices of most of
the vegetables have gone
up. We hardly make any
profit. We buy the vegeta-
bles paying a fixed price
from the market. Another
problem is that we do not
get to choose the vegeta-
bles at the mandis. We are
given a fixed slot and

some times, inferior qual-
ity vegetables get mixed
up. With the prices going
up, people have also re-
duced the quantity of veg-
etables they buy," he said.

Akhilesh, another ven-
dor in Lajpat Nagar, said
the prices of fruits too
have also gone up.

"It is the summer sea-
son and watermelons are
always in demand.
Earlier, we used to sell it
for Rs 20 or Rs 25 but now,
it is being sold for Rs 30.
We get watermelons for
Rs 27 from the mandis, so
we hardly make any prof-
it," he said. Some vendors
said they have stopped
giving coriander leaves
and green chilies to cus-
tomers for free.

‘Over 30 per cent Indian districts
vulnerable to extreme forest fires’

New Delhi, Apr 07 (PTI): 

More than 30 per
cent of Indian dis-
tricts are vulnerable
to extreme forest fires,
said a study released
on Thursday, warning
such wildfires have
risen by over 10 times

in the last two decades. The
study conducted by the
Council on Energy,
Environment and Water
(CEEW), highlighted that
in the last month alone, sig-
nificant forest fires were re-
ported in states like
Uttarakhand, Madhya
Pradesh and Rajasthan.

The CEEW study also
found that Andhra
Pradesh, Assam,
Chhattisgarh, Odisha and
Maharashtra are the most
prone to high-intensity for-
est fire events caused by

rapid change in the cli-
mate. "As global tempera-
tures rise, instances of
high-intensity forest fires
have surged across the
globe, especially in areas
with dry weather.

Over the last decade,
there has been a sharp rise
in forest fires across the
country. Some of these fires
have had severe impacts on
fragile ecosystems and
local economies.

"We need to strengthen
our predictive and forest
fire alert systems further
to limit the damage caused
by forest fires. State and
district-level government
officials must also priori-
tise enhancing the capaci-
ty of frontline forest offi-
cials and forest-dependent
communities to prevent
forest fires.

Scaling up training on

creating effective forest fire
lines and using drones, es-
pecially in known forest
fire hotspots, could signifi-
cantly reduce loss and dam-
age" said Arunabha Ghosh,
CEO, CEEW.

The study also found that
over the last two decades,
more than 89 per cent of
total forest fire incidents
have been recorded in dis-
tricts that are traditionally
drought-prone or have been
witnessing weather swap-
ping trends i.e., flood-prone
areas turning drought-
prone and vice-versa.

Kandhamal (Odisha),
Sheopur (Madhya
Pradesh), Udham Singh
Nagar (Uttarakhand), and
East Godavari (Andhra
Pradesh) are some of the
forest fire hotspot districts
that are also showing a
swapping trend from flood

to drought.
"Sharp increase in forest

fires over the last two
decades calls for a signifi-
cant course correction in
our approach to managing
forest fires. The recent inci-
dent at Sariska forest re-
serve, the fourth such inci-
dent in a week, shows why
managing forest fires in a
changing climate scenario
is a national imperative.

"Going forward, we
should recognise forest
fires as a natural hazard
and earmark more funds
for mitigation-related activ-
ities. Restoration of forest
lands and efficient mitiga-
tion of forest fires could
also help protect the food
systems and livelihoods of
communities traditionally
dependant on forests, said
Abinash Mohanty,
Programme Lead, CEEW.
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New Delhi, Apr 07 (PTI): 

The erstwhile unified
Municipal Corporation of
Delhi (MCD) had come
into being exactly 64
years ago and began its
eventful journey from the
historic Town Hall at
Chandni Chowk. The
over 150-year-old Town
Hall in the heart of Delhi
was the power centre of
the civic body whose first
mayor was freedom fight-
er Aruna Asaf Ali, and
which administered a ma-
jority portion of the na-
tional capital.

The MCD had come into
being on April 7, 1958,
evolving out of the munici-
pal administration system
that began around 1860s.
The Municipal
Corporation of Delhi had
come into being under the
Delhi Municipal

Corporation Act,
1957, passed by
Parliament.

According to
old documents
and reports ac-
cessed by PTI,
and views of
many experts, the
MCD was mod-
elled on the lines
of the 'Bombay
M u n i c i p a l
C o r p o r a t i o n ' ,
when it was being
envisaged by poli-
c y - m a k e r s ,
around a decade after
India's independence.

The first municipal com-
missioner of Delhi, P R
Nayak, had also taken
charge on April 7, 1958, and
his tenure ended on
December 15, 1960, accord-
ing to an old succession
board hung in the old com-
missioner's office at the

Town Hall. From 80 coun-
cillors in 1958, through
successive delimitation,
the number of wards was
expanded to 134 and even-
tually to 272 in 2007. On
Thursday, when PTI visit-
ed this iconic landmark,
municipal staff present
there were unaware of the
day's significance, but ex-

pressed hope that new uni-
fied civic body will "bode
well for the financial
health of the corporation"
which was not doing well
since it was trifurcated
into North Delhi, South
Delhi and East Delhi mu-
nicipal corporations in
2011. While the NDMC and
SDMC have 104 wards

each, the EDMC
has 64 wards,
spanning 272
wards across the
city.

After a decade,
Delhi is now
again set to get a
unified civic body,
as Parliament on
Tuesday passed
the Delhi
M u n i c i p a l
C o r p o r a t i o n
( A m e n d m e n t )
Bill, 2022, with the
Rajya Sabha giv-

ing its nod to it through a
voice vote after negating
all amendments sought by
the opposition. The num-
ber of seats in the merged
municipal corporation of
Delhi will not exceed 250,
and a special officer may
be appointed to oversee its
function till the first meet-
ing of the body is held

under the reunification
law, according to the bill.
The MCD was set up after
amalgamating several
local bodies and adminis-
trative committees, accord-
ing to archival records.

Lutyen's Delhi area gov-
erned by the New Delhi
Municipal Committee
(later New Delhi
Municipal Council) and
Delhi Cantonment areas
were kept out of the ambit
of the new corporation.
The headquarters of the
newly-formed civic body
was at the historic Town
Hall in Chandni Chowk
area, in which the earlier
Delhi municipality was
also housed, and where
the MCD was housed from
1958 till about 2009 before
moving base to the
swanky Civic Centre in
front of the New Delhi
railway station.

MCD began journey from historic Town Hall

Commuters travel in a ferry as they cross the Brahmaputra river, in Guwahati, Thursday.

RISKING LIVES

Tulips bloom inside Asias largest tulip garden on the foothills of Zabarwan Mountains overlooking Dal Lake, in
Srinagar, Thursday.

NATURE’S GIFT

View of the over 150-year-old Town Hall, at Chandni Chowk, in New Delhi, Thursday. 

MP govt launches 
medical knowledge 

sharing mission
hopal, Apr 07 (PTI): 

Madhya Pradesh
Minister Vishwas
Sarang on Thursday in-
augurated "medical
knowledge sharing mis-
sion" to better health fa-
cilities and upgrade
knowledge of doctors
and medical students
with latest technologies.

Speaking to reporters
on the occasion, the state
medical education min-
ister said under the mis-
sion, memoranda of un-
derstanding will be
signed with hospitals,
medical centres and re-
search facilities across

the country and abroad.
The mission aims to

facilitate new tech-
niques, knowledge and
valuable research find-
ings among other things
to doctors and medical
students in the state,
Sarang said. Under the
mission, mem

oranda of understand-
ing will be signed with
renowned hospitals,
medical centres, re-
search facilities across
India and abroad to up-
grade medical knowl-
edge with latest tech-
niques, researches and
treatment procedures,
he said.

To improve health facilities

CE
EW

 S
TU

DY

Ukrainian medical varsities allow foreign 
students get hands-on training in own countries

New Delhi, Apr 07 (PTI) 

Ukrainian medical uni-
versities have allowed
their foreign students to
gain practical training at
hospitals and clinics in
their own countries, giv-
ing relief to thousands of
Indian students who have
fled the war-hit nation.

The universities have
also urged foreign govern-
ments to provide practical
training opportunities to
their students so that they
can gain requisite skills.

After being shut due to
the deteriorating security
situation in Ukraine in the
face of intense the
Russian offensive, univer-

sities of the eastern
European country have
begun online classes since
last month. But the major
cause of concern for for-
eign students was gaining
clinical expertise in ab-
sence of practical classes.

Coming to the rescue of
such students, several hos-
pitals and private clinics
here have started offering
practical classes and in-
ternships.

"In the current situation
in Ukraine, students are
taught with the help of
technologies. But students
do not have the opportuni-
ty to learn practical skills
directly at the clinical de-
partments of the

University and treatment
and prevention facilities of
the Dnipro city," a Dinipro
State Medical University
(DMSU) said in a notice.

The DSMU has appealed
to public institutions of
the countries of foreign
students "to provide med-
ical practice opportunities
for students of the univer-
sity in the spring semester
2021/2022 academic year
in public and private clin-
ics in your country".

The V N Karazin
Kharkiv National
University has also issued
a letter requesting the gov-
ernments in other coun-
tries to allow its students
get practical training in

private as well as govern-
ment colleges. "We ask
local government officials
to allow all international
students of Ukrainian uni-
versities to go through
practical works in local
private or government
hospitals as depends on
student's courses in their
country," the letter read.

The university stated
that if the students can
furnish a certificate indi-
cating the amount of ac-
quired practical skills,
signed by a doctor on a
form of a medical institu-
tion, it will be considered
as practical training for
the spring semester of the
2021-2022 academic year.

Thomas announces decision 
to take part in CPI(M) seminar

Kochi (Ker), Apr 07 (PTI) 

Defying the edict of the
Congress high command,
senior party leader and for-
mer union minister K V
Thomas on Thursday said
he would take part in a
seminar being organised
by the ruling CPI(M) as
part of its ongoing party
congress in Kannur, but
made it clear that he would
not quit the party and re-
main as a Congressman till
his last breath.

An agitated Congress
condemned the anti-party
act of Thomas and said he
will face stern action for vi-
olating the order of the
high command. The party
high command had direct-
ed both Thomas and
Thiruvananthapuram MP

Shashi Tharoor not to at-
tend the CPI(M) seminar
considering the protest by
party's state unit which is
at loggerheads with the
Left government in the
state over its move to im-
plement semi-high speed
railway project.
Announcing his decision at
a press conference here,
Thomas, who held coveted

posts like union minister
and minister in the state
government when the
Congress was in power
both at the Centre and in
the state, alleged that he
was humiliated to the core
and subjected to harsh so-
cial media campaigns by
certain partymen. "I have
decided to take part in the
seminar. I will go there. I
am not going to take part in
a political programme of
the CPI(M) but in a nation-
al seminar. Issue is more
important for me, not poli-
tics," said the senior leader,
who had a strained rela-
tionship with the party
leadership after he was de-
nied tickets to contest in
the 2019 Lok Sabha polls
and in the State Assembly
polls held last year.
Justifying his decision to
attend the seminar in
Kannur, Thomas said vari-
ous Congress leaders in-

cluding Rahul Gandhi had
taken part in several pro-
grammes in connection
with the Marxist party and
so there was nothing wrong
for him to attend the pro-
gramme on centre-state re-
lations, which has great na-
tional significance in the
present political scenario.

Gandhi had even led an
election campaign for the
CPI(M) in Coimbatore re-
cently and then why objec-
tion was raised against this
seminar and his participa-
tion, the multi-time MP
said. Thomas, once a close
confidant of Congress chief
Sonia Gandhi, said Tamil
Nadu Chief Minister M K
Stalin is also taking part in
the seminar with him and
sought to know whether
the Congress leadership
would decide not to have
any further relationship
with the DMK supremo
over that.

New Delhi, Apr 07 (PTI)
In a new twist to the
bribery case involving
Jamia Millia Islamia pro-
fessor Khalid Moin, the
CBI has started an in-
quiry into allegations by
an accused that its officer
had demanded Rs 60 lakh
bribe to let him off the
case.

Sachin Sachdeva, the
owner of Vyom
Architects who was ar-
rested in the case, claimed
before a special court that
a CBI officer, believed to
be posted in the Special
Unit of the agency, had de-
manded Rs 60 lakh bribe
for not naming him in the
case and had already col-
lected Rs 10 lakh through
his conduit.

Jamia Professor Bribery Case

CBI officer accused of
seeking Rs 60 lakh bribe;

agency orders probe

RELIEF TO INDIAN STUDENTS

Congress warns 
of stern action
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