
Maoist held
CChhaaiibbaassaa:: A member of the
banned CPI (Maoist) was
on Tuesday arrested from
his residence in
Jharkhand's West
Singhbhum district, police
said. Acting on a tip-off, a
team of policemen and
personnel of Cobra, a spe-
cial operation unit of the
Central Reserve Police
Force, conducted a search
operation in Regda village
and apprehended Dagur
Sundi, a senior officer said.

Arrested 
SShhiimmllaa:: Himachal Pradesh
Police on Tuesday arrested
two African nationals on
the charge of smuggling
drugs to the hill state, a
police official said. To
break the drugs supply
chain, police arrested two
Africans from Delhi, he
said. An FIR under the
Narcotic Drugs and
Psychotropic Substances
Act was registered at
police station Rampur in
this connection, the offi-
cial said.

Surrender
MMuuzzaaffffaarrnnaaggaarr:: Former
BJP MLA Sangit Som on
Tuesday surrendered
before a court here after
a non-bailable warrant
was issued against him
for not appearing in court
in connection with a case
of blocking a road in
2009. Civil Judge Senior
Division Mayank Jaiswal
quashed the non-bailable
warrant against Som and
fixed April 22 for further
hearing in the case. 

Mishap
BBuullddhhaannaa:: The drivers of a
trailer and tanker were
killed when the two heavy
vehicles collided on
Malkapur-Nandura road in
Maharashtra's Buldhana
district, an official said on
Tuesday. The trailer, which
was on its way to
Malkapur, and the tanker
headed to Nandura hit
each other at
Chandurbiswa phata in the
early hours of the day,
resulting in both vehicles
catching fire, he said.

Tusker
SShhaahhddooll:: A couple was
trampled to death by a
herd of wild elephants in a
forested area of Madhya
Pradesh's Shahdol district
on Tuesday, a forest offi-
cial said. The incident took
place near Chitranv village
under Amjhor forest range,
where the victim had gone
to collect mahua in the
morning, chief conservator
of forest of Shahdol range
P K Verma said. 
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BRIEF

Former Lok Sabha speaker
Meira Kumar pays a floral

tribute to Babu Jagjivan Ram
on his birth anniversary, at
Parliament House in New

Delhi, Tuesday.
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Mumbai, Apr 05 (PTI): 

The Enforcement
Directorate has provision-
ally attached assets worth
more than Rs 11.15 crore of
Shiv Sena MP Sanjay
Raut's wife and two of his
associates in a money-
laundering investigation
linked to certain land
deals, the agency said on
Tuesday.

Raut, who has been ac-
cusing the BJP-led Union
government of misusing
central agencies against
its opponents, alleged that
is was an act of vengeance
and said the ED's claims
against him will fall flat.

The attached properties
are in form of lands held
by Pravin M Raut, former
director of Guru Ashish
Construction Pvt Ltd, in
Palghar and Thane dis-
tricts, a flat in Mumbai's
suburban Dadar area of
Sanjay Raut's wife Varsha
Raut and eight plots at

Kihim beach in Alibaug
jointly held by Varsha
Raut and Swapna Patkar,
the agency said in a state-
ment. Swapna Patkar is
the wife of Sujit Patkar
who, according to the ED,
is a close associate of
Sanjay Raut, Shiv Sena's
Rajya Sabha MP and party
spokesperson.

In the Alibaug land deal,
apart from the registered
value, "cash" payments
were made to the sellers,
the agency found. It said
the total value of the at-

tached assets is Rs
11,15,56,573.

The ED action linked to
alleged irregularities in
the re-development of a
Mumbai 'chawl' and other
similar instances, comes
in the backdrop of several
leaders of the Sharad
Pawar-led Nationalist
Congress Party (NCP) also
facing the heat from the
central agency. The Shiv
Sena, NCP and Congress
are part of the Maha Vikas
Aghadi (MVA) govern-
ment in Maharashtra.

Rajnandgaon, Apr 05 (PTI): 

A man in Chhattisgarh's
Ranjangaon has claimed he
lost Rs 81 lakh after a
"Chinese woman" lured him
into investing in a cryp-
tocurrency scheme with the
promise of three-fold re-
turns, a police official said
on Tuesday.

A case has been regis-
tered in Kotwali police sta-
tion on the complaint of Dr
Abhishek Pal, informed
R a j n a n d g a o n
Superintendent of Police
Santosh Singh. "Pal claims
to have got acquainted with
a woman named Anna Li
from Hong Kong through a
social networking site. On
her recommendation, he in-
vested USD 35,000, approxi-
mately Rs 26 lakh, in a trad-
ing app. In all, he invested
USD 107,825, which comes to
Rs 81 lakh," the official said
quoting the complaint. The
SP said Pal was unable to

withdraw his money even
after depositing "tax" as de-
manded by those operating
the scheme, and further
hurdles and "tax" demands
convinced him that he had
been duped. A case has been
registered under IPC and
Information Technology
provisions for cheating and
other offences, the official
added.

New Delhi, Apr 05 (PTI):

Urging BJP MPs to
dedicate themselves
to 'seva' (service) as
the party embarks on

a "samajik nyay pakhwada"
from April 7, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
Tuesday laid down a de-
tailed programme for them
for every day during the 14-
day long exercise.

Speaking at the BJP par-
liamentary meeting a day
ahead of the party's founda-
tion day, Modi cited a num-
ber of welfare schemes of
the government targeting
different segments of socie-
ty and asked MPs to reach
out to people with their de-
tails. Modi is also scheduled

to address BJP members on
Wednesday virtually.

BJP president J P Nadda
underlined the party's rise
in the Northeast, where it is
either in power on its own

or is part of a coalition gov-
ernment, with the first
woman MP from Nagaland,
Phangnon Konyak, who
was elected recently, attend-
ing the meeting. Sources
said Nadda noted that the
party has achieved the feat
of having 100 MPs in Rajya
Sabha for the first time.

Parliamentary Affairs
Minister Pralhad Joshi told
reporters that Modi asked
the MPs to actively partici-
pate in the programmes.
"They should dedicate
themselves to service," he
quoted him as saying. MPs
were given orange caps em-
blazoned with the party's
name or symbol, like the
one which was sported by
the prime minister recently

during his road show in
Gujarat. Some MPs were
also sporting caps carrying
a photo of Modi.

They will sport the cap
during Modi's address on
the foundation day from
Parliament Annexe.

Party MPs and other
members will be highlight-
ing the impact of health in-
surance programme
'Ayushman Bharat' and 'Jan
Aushadhi Kendra', where
medicines are sold at a sub-
sidised rate, on April 7. The
schemes to build houses for
the poor and to reach piped
water to every household
will be at the centre of the
campaign on April 8 and
April 9 respectively, Joshi
said.

New Delhi, Apr 05 (PTI): 

Delhi University Vice
Chancellor Yogesh Singh
on Tuesday released the
varsity's admission policy
for the 2022-23 academic
year and said eligibility
will be decided on the
basis of Common
University Entrance Test
marks.

The admissions to the
university will be held
through the common test
that has been made
mandatory for getting into
45 central varsities in the
country. Till last year, ad-
mission to the Delhi
University was on the

basis of cut-offs marks in
Class 12 board exams.
Calling the new admission
policy a landmark policy,
Singh said that except for
the School of Open
Learning and the
National Collegiate
Women's Education
Board, admission to all
undergraduate pro-
grammes will only be
through the Common
University Entrance Test
(CUET).

"It is mandatory for all
candidates to appear in
CUET-2022, including
those seeking admission
to supernumerary seats.
The eligibility criteria

will be decided on the
basis of marks obtained
in CUET," he said. In 50
per cent seats reserved for
minority colleges, 85 per
cent of the marks for ad-
mission will be taken from
the CUET and the remain-
ing 15 per cent will be de-
cided by the colleges,
Singh said. Admission to
non-reserved 50 per cent
seats will be purely on the
basis of CUET, he said.

Minority colleges like
Jesus and Mary, St
Stephen's and Sri Guru
Teg Bahadur Khalsa have
50 per cent seats reserved
for minority communi-
ties.

Bilaspur, Apr 05: 

A tigress was killed in a
fight with another big cat at
a zoo in Bilaspur district,
an official said on Tuesday.

The tigress named Cheri
was found dead in her cell
in the enclosure at Kanan
Pendari Zoological Garden
on Monday morning, and
the autopsy report suggest-
ed that she died due to as-
phyxiation, the official said.

The incident took place
on the intervening night of
Sunday and Monday, the
zoo's superintendent Sanjay
Luthar said.

A tiger named Bhairav
and Cheri were housed in
separate cells adjacent to
each other. Prima facie, it
appears that the tiger broke
open the gate between the
two cells and entered in the

tigress' shelter causing a
clash, he said.

Bhairav caught Cheri by
her neck and killed her, the
official said. Cheri was
brought to Kanan Pendari
from a zoo in Maharashtra's
Nagpur in 2011 as a part of
an animal exchange pro-
gramme, he said.

New Delhi, Apr 05 (PTI): 

Assets worth Rs 35 crore have
been attached in connection
with the 2013 Saradha chit fund
money laundering case of West
Bengal, the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) said on
Tuesday.
The attached assets are in the
form of vehicles, buildings, flats
and bungalows in Bishnupur,
plot of lands in South 24
Parganas, Nadia, Cooch Behar
and Jalpaiguri, it said in a state-
ment. The "book value" of these
properties is Rs 35 crore, the ED
said. "These properties were
either owned by Saradha Group
or proceeds of crime were
invested in such properties
(Saradha Group having paid full
advance to vendors)," it said.
The Saradha group is alleged to
have run a chit fund scam with

operations spread over the
states of West Bengal, Assam
and Odisha till 2013.
The group is alleged to have
cheated thousands of deposi-
tors, promising abnormally high
returns on investments in its ille-
gal schemes. The anti-money
laundering agency field a crimi-
nal case in 2013 after studying
the Kolkata Police FIRs against
the group and its promoters.
As per the ED, the quantum of
total money mobilised by this
group company is about Rs 2,459
crore out of which about Rs
1,983 crore remains unpaid to
the depositors till date (exclud-
ing the interest amount).
A charge sheet or prosecution
compliant was filed by the
agency in March, 2016 followed
by a supplementary charge
sheet that was filed in August
last year.

New Delhi, Apr 05 (PTI) 
India is full of entrepreneurial
energy and the 'Stand Up India'
initiative is a part of the ongoing
efforts to channelise this spirit
to further progress and prosperi-
ty, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi said on Tuesday. The
Stand-Up India Scheme facili-
tates bank loans between Rs 10
lakh and Rs 1 crore to scheduled
caste or scheduled tribe (ST)
borrowers and women borrow-
ers.
In a tweet, Modi said, "India is
full of entrepreneurial energy
and the 'Stand Up India' initia-
tive is a part of the ongoing
efforts to channelise this spirit
to further progress and prosperi-
ty #6YearsofStandUpIndia".
He also tagged a series of
tweets from the MyGovIndia
handle which highlight various
facets of the 'Stand Up India'
initiative. "Promoting entrepre-
neurship at the grass-root level!
Stand Up India adds #NariShakti
to the nation's growth story.
6YearsOfStandUpIndia,"
MyGovIndia said in a tweet.
The government handle shared
case studies of people who were
benefited through the initiative.

New Delhi, Apr 05 (PTI):

A court here on
Tuesday dismissed
the bail plea of
Rashtriya Janata

Dal's (RJD) youth wing
leader and Jamia Millia
Islamia student Meeran
Haider in a case of alleged
criminal conspiracy relat-
ed to the Delhi Riots in
2020.

Additional Sessions
Judge Amitabh Rawat
passed the order in the
case lodged by the Special
Cell of Delhi Police under
various sections, includ-
ing the stringent Unlawful
Activities (Prevention) Act
(UAPA). Besides Haider,
the police had also charge-
sheeted various other ac-
cused, including former
JNU student leader Umar
Khalid, Sharjeel Imam,

United Against Hate ac-
tivist Khalid Saifi, former
Congress councillor Ishrat
Jahan, Pinjra Tod activists
Gulfisha Fatima, Safoora
Zargar, Natasha Narwal,
and Devangana Kalita and
former AAP councillor
Tahir Hussain.

The police claimed that
a large number of stu-
dents, ex-students, and
other members of a partic-
ular community partici-
pated in the anti-
C A A ( C i t i z e n s h i p
Amendment Act) rally.

Kolkata, Apr 05 (PTI): 

Essential commodities
are becoming dearer by the
day in the metropolis as fuel
prices continue to touch
new highs, burning a hole
in the pockets of the com-
mon man. Prices of vegeta-
bles, foodgrains and cook-
ing oil have been on the up-
ward curve since the last
one week in most Kolkata
markets, traders said. Petrol
and diesel prices were on
Tuesday hiked by 80 paise a
litre each, taking the total
increase in rates in the last
two weeks to Rs 9.20 per
litre, according to a price
notification of state fuel re-
tailers. In Kolkata, a litre of
petrol costs Rs 114.28 and
diesel Rs 99.02 as on
Tuesday.

New Delhi, Apr 05 (PTI): 

The Ministry of
Information and
Broadcasting has directed
the blocking of 22
YouTube-based news chan-
nels, of which four are
from Pakistan, alleging
that they were spreading
fake news that could im-
pact national security, for-
eign relations and public
order.

This is the first time that
action has been taken
against the Indian
YouTube-based news pub-
lishers since the notifica-
tion of the IT Rules, 2021 in
February last year, it said.

In an official statement,
the ministry said that it is-
sued an order on Monday

to block 22 YouTube chan-
nels, three Twitter ac-
counts, one Facebook ac-
count and one news web-
site.

With this action, the
ministry has, since
December 2021, issued di-
rections for blocking 78
YouTube-based news chan-
nels and several other so-
cial media accounts on
grounds related to national
security, sovereignty and
integrity of India, public
order, etc.

Through the recent
blocking order, 18 Indian
and four Pakistan-based
YouTube news channels
have been blocked, the
ministry said, without
naming them. The blocked
YouTube channels had a

cumulative viewership of
over 260 crore, the ministry
said in an official state-
ment, adding that they
were spreading fake news
and coordinated disinfor-
mation over social media
on subjects sensitive from
the perspective of national
security, India's foreign re-
lations, and public order.

According to the min-
istry, multiple YouTube
channels were used to post
fake news on various sub-
jects such as the Indian
Armed Forces, Jammu and
Kashmir, etc. The content
ordered to be blocked also
included certain anti-India
content posted from multi-
ple social media accounts
operated in a coordinated
manner from Pakistan.

ED attaches Sena MP
Sanjay Raut’s linked assets

Shiv Sena MP Sanjay Raut
on Tuesday termed
Enforcement Directorate
(ED) action to attach his
property an attack on mid-
dle class Marathi manoos
and asserted he will not be
cowed by such moves and
resist any act to pressurise
him.
Talking to reporters in New
Delhi, Raut pointed out that
the ED action came on a day
when the Mumbai Police
formed a Special
Investigation Team (SIT) to
probe allegations of extor-
tion against the central
agency's officers.
Last month, the Rajya Sabha
MP had alleged that some
ED officers were running an
extortion racket.
Raut said the ED's action is
an act of vengeance and the
agency's claim against him
will fall flat.

Attack on ‘Middle class
Marathi manoos’

‘India full of
entrepreneurial

energy'

Man claims Chinese woman
lured him to invest Rs 81 lakh

In ponzi 
cryptocurrency
scheme

Victim Dr Abhishek Pal
claims to have got acquaint-
ed with a woman named
Anna Li from Hong Kong
through a social networking
site. On her recommenda-
tion, he invested USD
35,000, approximately Rs 26
lakh, in a trading app. In all,
he invested USD 107,825,
which comes to Rs 81 lakh.
He was unable to withdraw
his money even after
depositing "tax" as
demanded by those operat-
ing the scheme, and further
hurdles and "tax" demands
convinced him that he had
been duped.

About the incident
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Ps Dedicate themselves to ‘seva’

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
with BJP National President JP

Nadda during the BJP
Parliamentary party meeting,

in New Delhi, Tuesday.

DU releases 2022-23 admission
policy, CUET mandatory

Tigress killed in
fight at Bilaspur zoo

The incident took place on
the intervening night of
Sunday and Monday. A tiger
named Bhairav and Cheri
were housed in separate
cells adjacent to each other.
Prima facie, it appears that
the tiger broke open the
gate between the two cells
and entered in the tigress'
shelter causing a
clash.Bhairav caught Cheri
by her neck and killed her.

About the fight

SOOTHING TO EYES

A view of the setting sun in the evening, seen from near the Taj Mahal, in Agra, Tuesday.

SARADHA MONEY LAUNDERING CASE

ED attaches Rs 35 crore
worth assets

18 Indian, 4 Pak YouTube new
channels blocked over fake news

Essential commodities
sizzle as fuel prices 

skyrocket
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TS Court dismisses bail plea of Meeran Haider

Rashtriya Janata Dal's
(RJD) youth wing leader
and Jamia Millia
Islamia student Meeran
Haider in a case of al-
leged criminal conspira-
cy related to the Delhi
Riots in 2020. They al-
leged that the accused
hatched a common con-
spiracy by calling for a
march, leading a mob,
and instigating commu-
nal feelings. Attack on
the police personnel,
damage to police and
public/private property,
stone-pelting, and arson
took place on the barri-
cade/police party sta-
tioned outside Jamia
campus.

Charges against
Haider
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Bhilai, Apr 05: 

On Tuesday, District
Collector chaired a review
meeting and instructed
the officials to work on a
war footing for the next
two months for ensuring
sufficient supply of drink-
ing water. There should be
no shortage of civic
amenities. There must be
no shortage of water in
any ward of the city and
drinking water should be
accessible to every house-
hold. He asked the officials
to work on mission mode
for the next two months.

The Collector said that
there is adequate arrange-
ment of drinking water in
the district. The areas
where there are some
problems, should be re-
solved in coordination
with the concerned agen-
cies. All the citizens must
get drinking water supply

in their homes. He further
said that drinking water is
available in sufficient
quantity in the district,
but the wastage or improp-
er use can cause drinking
water crisis. He asked the
officials to keep an eye on
the supply and check
whether there are leak-
ages in the pipeline. All
tankers are in good condi-
tion. Along with this, it is
necessary to conduct pub-
lic awareness campaigns
for judicious use of drink-
ing water. Additional
Collector Nupur Rashi
Panna, DFO Shashi
Kumar, District Panchayat
CEO Ashwini Dewangan,
Bhilai Corporation
Commissioner Prakash
Sarve and other officers

were present in the meet-
ing. The Collector said
that it has always been a
practice in urban areas to
start a Water Kiosk for the
passers-by during the
summer. Social service or-
ganizations do a great job
in this direction. Where
there are no such organi-
zations, the administrative
staff can open water
kiosks.

The Collector said that
the heat does not only af-
fect the citizens during
summer but the birds are
also highly affected. In this
direction, the civic bodies
should launch a public
awareness campaign. In
the courtyard and bound-
ary wall of every house,
people should place water-

filled bowls for the birds.
There should be arrange-
ments for drinking water
in the villages along the
highway. The Collector
said that the saplings of
various trees were planted
during the rainy season
and great efforts were
made to protect them. The
next two months are very
important. Protection of
plants is of utmost impor-
tance during these
months.

Collector further said
that schools are going to
run till May 15.
Considering the situation,
proper arrangements for
protection from heat
should be made in schools.
To avoid dehydration,
there should be an

arrangement of salt-sugar
solution in schools. The
prayer assembly should be
conducted in shady places
or in the school room it-
self. The children must be
familiarized with the nec-
essary guidelines to avoid
heatstroke. Arrangement
of food etc should be done
on time.

Collector further said
that it should be ensured
that the materials used in
schools, Anganwadis, hos-
tels and departmental of-
fices are procured from
Cmart or Gauthans.
Gauthans are being estab-
lished as rural livelihood
centres. Gauthans are pro-
ducing items like spices
and edible oil also.
Vegetables are also being
produced in the baadis.
Items like soap, sanitizer
are also being produced
here. He asked the officials
to make sure that all the
purchases are done from
the women of SHGs. It will
also be useful from the
point of view of increas-
ing their income and also
getting quality goods at
low cost.

Collector reviews water supply 
preparedness for summer season
 Instructs officials

to work on mission
mode; avoid
wastage of water

Bhilai, Apr 05: 

March 07, 2022 was a
red-letter day in the histo-
ry of SAIL-Bhilai Steel
Plant. On this day, the
Plant crossed the land-
mark of 200 Million
Tonnes (MT) of Crude
Steel production. For the
Plant producing steel for
national infrastructure
development for nearly 63
years, this was another
day of pride and joy.

Of the total 200 MT
crude steel produced, the
older Steel Melting Shop 1
(SMS 1) that was phased
out in recent years, has cu-
mulatively produced
121803072 T before it was
shut down. SMS 1 began
operations with the inau-
gural tapping ceremony of
the first Open Hearth
Furnace that took place
on October 12, 1959.

The Open Hearth
Furnaces of SMS 1 were
subsequently replaced
with Twin Hearth
Furnaces. SMS 1 crossed
the 50 MT mark in cumu-
lative production in
August 1988, the 75 MT
mark in cumulative pro-
duction on August 11, 1999
and 100 MT mark in cumu-
lative production on Dec

26, 2009. By Oct 10, 2019,
that is, in 60 years of its
journey since inception,
the SMS 1 had produced
121.46 MT of crude steel.

The crude steel pro-
duced in SMS 1 was used
to produce ingots that
were further rolled into
billets in the blooming
and billet mill (BBM). The
billets produced in BBM
were used to roll out mer-
chant products including
TMT bars and rods in the
Plant’s Merchant Mills &
Wire Rod Mills. BBM has
since also been phased
out.

The Plant’s Steel
Melting Shop 2 that came
up in the 1980s during the
4 MT expansion with

Concast technology has
cumulatively produced
72125618 T of crude steel
till the 7th of March 22.
SMS 2 produces cast slabs
for Plate Mill and cast
blooms for Rail & Strl
Mill.

The new and modern
Modex unit, Steel Melting
Shop 3 that has come up as
part of the Plant’s 7 MT
expansion programme
and began initial opera-
tions in March 2018 has
cumulatively produced
6083085 T of crude steel till
the 7th of March 22. SMS 3
produces cast billets for
Bar & Rod Mill, Merchant
Mill and Wire Rod Mill
and cast blooms for
Universal Rail Mill.

BSP crosses Historical Milestone of 200
MT Cumulative Crude Steel Production

Bhilai, Apr 05: 

Home Minister
Tamradhwaj Sahu attend-
ed the swearing-in cere-
mony of Tehsil Sahu
Sangh (Durg Rural) at
Gondwana Bhawan, Civil
Lines, Durg. All the
guests congratulated the
newly elected office bear-
ers of the Samaj. Home
Minister Tamradhwaj ad-
ministered the oath to the
newly elected office bear-
ers of Sahu Samaj.

Home Minister
Tamradhwaj Sahu graced
the function as chief
guest while District Sahu
Sangh President Rajesh
Sahu presided over.
Former Cabinet Minister
Ramsheela Sahu, Former
Minister Jageshwar
Sahu, former MLA Dr
Daya Ram Sahu, Former
Chairman Handicrafts
Board Deepak Sahu,
Ramesh Sahu, Khilwan

Sahu, Nandlal Sahu and
Rajendra Sahu were pres-
ent as special guests. The
programme commenced
with offering prayers to
Bhakt Mata Karma. On
the occasion, Home
Minister Tamradhwaj
Sahu said that inspiration
comes from the society it-
self. It has an important
role in establishing an
ideal life. Samaj always
gives courage and faith.

Sahu Samaj has always
been exemplary as it
maintained social harmo-
ny and brotherhood. He
asked the office bearers to
provide a good social at-
mosphere to the coming
generations. He said that
the newly elected office
bearers of the Samaj
should maintain the dig-
nity of their posts. They
must remain kind and
simple to work for the

members of Sahu Samaj.
They must help every per-
son in the society and give
good values to the chil-
dren.

He asked the youth not
to forget the great person-
alities of the Samaj and
follow the path shown by
them to maintain social
harmony. Former
Minister Ramsheela Sahu
congratulated all the of-
fice bearers and asked

them to work towards
building a better society.
Highlighting the ill effects
of drug addiction and in-
toxication, she asked
them to make efforts for
building a drug-free and
addiction – free Samaj.
Pritam Sahu delivered the
welcome address. General
Secretary Umashankar
Sahu proposed the vote of
thanks. Dayaram Sahu
Guruji conducted the pro-
gramme. The newly elect-
ed and nominated office
bearers including
President Pusau Ram
Sahu, Vice President
Dayaram Sahu, Vice
President Sushil Sahu,
General Secretary
Umashankar Sahu,
Treasurer Dwarka Sahu,
Assistant Secretary
Pushpa Sahu, Publicity
Secretary Chetan,
Organization Secretary
Sumran Sahu and others
were present.

Bhilai, Apr 05: 

In the home constituen-
cy of Home Minister
Tamradhwaj Sahu,
women are going to culti-
vate sunflower and
marigold at Gauthan. To
make women self-reliant,
the authorities are not just
providing them opportuni-
ty to work but are also pro-
viding initial capital in the
form of loans to the
women SHGs through the
livelihood mission.
Women will soon start self-
employment activities in
Newai Gauthan of Risali
Municipal Corporation.

On Tuesday, Women and
Child Development in-
charge Ishwari Sahu of
Risali Municipal

Corporation distributed
the responsibility of work-
ing in Newai Gauthan to
the registered women
SHGs. More than 10
women self-help groups
had applied for 5 different
jobs. As the number of
groups was more, the MiC
distributed the works
among them through a

lucky draw system.
It needs to be mentioned

here that during the last
MIC meeting, Mayor
Shashi Sinha had empha-
sized on providing employ-
ment to women in the civic
body limits. Thereafter,
the Women and Child
Development Department
in-charge encouraged

women groups to operate
utensils banks in each
ward. Now the work of
providing employment in
Gauthans has been start-
ed. A loan of Rs 3.15 lakh
has been provided to
Mahamaya Self Help
Group, Newai through
Livelihood Mission for cul-
tivation of vegetables and

sunflower in Newai
Gauthan. Aruna
Dhritalhare and Ayra
Baghel, managers of
Livelihood Mission in-
formed that Rs 2 lakh
loans are also being pro-
vided to other women.

Bharti Women Self Help
Group will conduct
Fisheries; Tulsi Women
Self-Help Group will con-
duct production of dispos-
able cups and plates; Jyoti
Kalash Women Self Help
Group will conduct
Poultry Farming;
Mahamaya Women Self
Help Group will be in-
volved in Vegetable,
Sunflower Cultivation and
Jai Mata Di Self Help
Group will cultivate
Jimikand and Marigold.

Five SHGs to conduct various activities in Newai Gauthan

Robert Poulose

BBhhiillaaii:: Robert Poulose left for
heavenly abode at the age of
80 years on March 03. Funeral
procession was taken out from
his residence situated at 4/12
Pragathi Nagar Risali on
Monday. After the funeral serv-
ice at Risali Church, last rites
of the mortal remains were
performed. He was the father
of Sajee, Sabu and Seema.

Obituary

Provide a better social atmosphere to 
the coming generations: Tamradhwaj Sahu

Bhilai, Apr 05: 

Director I/c Bhilai Steel
Plant, Anirban Dasgupta
on Tuesday met members
of several Non-Works de-
partments of the Plant to
congratulate them for
their performances dur-
ing fiscal year 2021-22.
Director I/c was accompa-
nied by ED (Mines &
Rowghat) Manas Biswas,
ED (M&HS) Dr S K Issar,
ED (Projects) A K Bhatta,

ED (P&A) KK Singh and
other senior officers of
the Plant. Dasgupta and
other senior officers went
to Ispat Bhavan where
they met members of
Materials Management
Department, Finance
Department, Marketing
Department, Mines
Department, C & IT
Department, Personnel
Department and several
other departments with
offices in Ispat Bhavan in-

cluding INCOS, EDD,
RDCIS, CET etc. This was
followed by a visit to the
Human Resources
Development Department
and Projects Department.
Addressing members of
each of these depart-
ments, Dasgupta and
Executive Directors con-
gratulated them for their
performances in fiscal
year 2021-22 and spelt out
challenges before them in
the new fiscal year 2022-23.

Director I/c congratulates Non-Works
Depts for their role in plant performance

Spells out Challenges in New Fiscal Year

Bhilai, Apr 05: Senior
Corporator Vashisth
Narayan Mishra has re-
quested the Chief
Minister to increase the
seats in Swami Atmanand
Government English
School, Sector 6. Mishra
said that the Bhilai Steel
Plant management has
gradually closed down 67
schools which were run by
its education department.
About 5000 to 10000 chil-
dren of BSP employees,
private sector workers,
labourers and underprivi-
leged sections were study-
ing in these schools.
Closure of BSP schools
has made an adverse im-

pact on their studies.
Further, in the last two
years of Covid Pandemic,
many people working in
the private sector have lost
their jobs or are facing
acute financial crises.
Such parents are unable to
bear the fees of private
schools. Mishra further

said that on Chief
Minister’s initiative, 16
schools (SAGES) have
been opened in the district
and 152 schools have been
opened in the state in the
last two years. But the situ-
ation in Bhilai is deterio-
rating as the BSP has
closed down its 67 schools.
Mishra said that after the
announcement made by
the Chief Minister, SAGES
is being run at the Sector 6
school. He demanded that
just like Old Bhilai School,
new sections should be
opened for classes 1 to 12 at
this school. This initiative
will greatly benefit the
children in Bhilai.

Vashisth requests 
CM to increase seats in SAGES

Bhilai, Apr 05: 

The National Service
Scheme students of
Chhattisgarh Agricultural
College, Risali Dhanora
staged a street play in Atal
Chowk in Dhanora for
spreading awareness on
nutrition of pregnant
women and children. This
programme was a part of
the Nutrition Fortnight
observed during March 21
to April 04. Through this
street play, the students
gave information about
good health and other top-
ics related to pregnant
women and children.
Through this play, the stu-

dents explained to the vil-
lagers the importance of a
balanced diet for pregnant
women and children, dis-
eases caused by malnutri-
tion and their prevention.
For maintaining elec-
trolyte balance in the body
and preventing dehydra-
tion during summer, they

suggested consuming
fruits and vegetables ac-
cording to the season like
watermelon, melon, cu-
cumber etc.

BSc (Agriculture) First
year students including
Aastha, Ananya, Ritika,
Ankita, Pratham Soni,
Tanveer, Neeraj, Dojesh,
Hemant Raj, Shyam
Sundar, Ratnesh,
Suryadeep, Muktesh,
Rajiv and Takendra staged
the street plant. National
Service Scheme officer
Vivek Pandey, Principal
Dr Shubhendu Roy and
Sarpanch Manish Sahu
were present in this pro-
gramme.

Agricultural College students spread
awareness through street plays

Bhilai, Apr 05: 

On the auspicious occa-
sion of Navratri, the
Aradhya Durga Mahila
Samiti opened a water
kiosk in Ashish Nagar. In
view of the summer sea-
son, they opened this kiosk

for the passersby. The
Samiti has been involved
in various social service
activities for the past sev-
eral years. Social Worker
Suman Thakur inaugurat-
ed the kiosk. Samiti
President Archana Sahare
spoke about the social

service initiatives of the
samiti. Manju Ghosh con-
ducted the programme.
Prayers were offered to
Maa Durga at Durga
Manch in Ashish Nagar
Risali. Samiti Patron
Pratibha Singh, Prachi
Singh, Rita Bhatnagar,

Mamta, Swati Parmar,
Divya Singh Rekha Singh,
Shipra Majumdar, Vimla,
Meenu Pandey, Shiny,
Usha Paithankar, Padma
Sahu, Hemlata Singh,
Laxmi Yadav, Julie Gupta
and Poonam Singh were
present.

Aradhya Durga Mahila Samiti opens water kiosk
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COLOURFUL LIGHTING

The temple of ‘Maa Mahamaya’ in capital city has been lighted with colourful lights on occasion of ‘Chaitra Navratri’

CM pays tribute to Dau Kalyan
Singh on his birth anniversary

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Apr 05: Chief
Minister Bhupesh
Baghel paid tribute to so-
cial worker and great
philanthropist of
Chhattisgarh, Dau
Kalyan Singh by paying
floral tributes on his por-
trait at his residence of-
fice here. Industries
Minister, Kawasi

Lakhma was also present
on the occasion. Chief
Minister Baghel said that
Dau Kalyan Singh is fa-
mous for charity in
Chhattisgarh. He was al-
ways ready to serve the
poor and downtrodden.
Chief Minister Baghel
said that Dau Kalyan
Singh donated several
acres of land with free
hands for many works
like DKS Hospital,
Raipur, many other hos-
pitals, libraries, colleges
and reservoirs etc. This
helped in providing easy
education and medical fa-
cilities to every section of
the society. He said that
Dau ji’s virtuous deeds
will always be remem-
bered. His name will al-
ways be taken with re-
spect in Chhattisgarh.

Khairagarh, Apr 05:
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel conducted massive
campaigning for party
candidate Yashoda Verma
for Khairagarh by-poll
holding public meetings in
Bakarkatta, Salhewara,
Palimeta villages. In these
meetings, people in large
number attended the gath-
ering. At many places CM
also addressed press con-
ference and came down
heavily against the BJP
and its leaders.

CM Baghel said that it
was former PM Late Atal
Behari Vajpayee who
promised to form new
State of Chhattisgarh if
BJP wins all 11 LS seats in
the state and questioned
whether it was clear-cut
negotiation or not? On
this Baghel said as to why
the BJP leaders are hav-

ing problem over his dec-
laration of formation of
new district of
Khairagarh.

Speaking to media per-
sons Baghel said that
Raman Singh led BJP gov-
ernment in the state for
last 15 yrs and never made
Khairagarh as a new
District. But now it is the
Congress party which has
promised to form
Khairagarh as new
District and still BJP lead-
ers are having problems.
CM Baghel charged that
BJP is a rumour spread-
ing machine.

CM Baghel further said
that the party has neither
mentioned about victory
of Congress candidate or
formation of new district
within 24 hrs of winning

Khairagarh by-poll, in lieu
of it. The people demand-
ing formation of new dis-
trict of Khairagarh were
reportedly beaten up by
pro-BJP workers and lead-
ers on Raman Singh be-
hest, Baghel charged and
added that Raman Singh
has always ignored
Khairagarh. They were
even put behind bars.
Baghel said that the de-
mand for formation of
Khairagarh as district has
been there since begin-
ning.

Further CM Baghel said
that the BJP has started
inviting leaders, CMs
from other state for cam-
paigning  and this clearly
indicates that BJP has al-
ready accepted its defeat.
During the election cam-
paign by CM, cabinet
Ministers Ravindra
Choubey, Kawasi Lakhma,
PCC Chief Mohan
Markam, and other lead-
ers were also present. CM
on this occasion urged the
people to vote in favour of
Congress candidate and
make her victorious.

RRaaiippuurr,,  AApprr  0055::  Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
has made a big announce-
ment for the candidates of
competitive examination.
He has said that no fee will
be charged for the exami-
nation conducted by the

Special Junior Staff
Selection Board. 

It is worth mentioning
that the Chief Minister
already made an announce-
ment in the state budget
exempting local candidates
from paying examination
fees in exams conducted by
state PSC and professional
examination board
(Vyapam). Now there is a
wave of joy among candi-
dates with the announce-
ment of examination fee
waiver for exams conduct-
ed by Special Junior Staff
Selection Board. 

It is worth mentioning
that the NSUI members met
the Chief Minister today

and demanded to waive off
examination fee. Chief
Minister Mr. Baghel made
an immediate announce-
ment to waive off the exam-
ination fee. Students
preparing for the examina-
tions said that this decision
will bring great relief to the
students belonging to
weaker sections as many
candidates used to face dif-
ficulties in paying examina-
tion fee due to lack of
money. 

Meanwhile, examination
is being conducted by the
Special Junior Staff
Selection Board for the
third and fourth grade posts
in Bastar and Surguja.

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Apr 05: A high-
voltage drama prevailed in
front of Ambedkar
Hospital on Tuesday
morning after a young
man climbed on the sky-
walk built right in front of
the Hospital and kept
threatening to commit sui-
cide by jumping down on
being denied proper treat-
ment in the hospital. The
passers-by gathered in the
area soon on seeing him
hanging on the skywalk

and informed the police.
MLA Kuldeep Juneja

too reached the spot from
nearby Devendra Nagar
Chowk immediately after

receiving information and
tried to urge the young
man to come down. But
the young man kept saying
that he would get down
only after arrival of SP and
Collector. This young man
named Saket, said that he
was upset because of not

getting proper treatment in
Ambedkar Hospital and
that he would like to com-
mit suicide. The people, po-
lice and fire department
tried to persuade him for
about 45 minutes to come
down but he kept threaten-
ing to jump down.

Fire department’s rescue
team member Anil
Mandlay, Yogesh and Penu
climbed the bridge while
trying to persuade him. But
then the young man
hanged upside down with
the help of his leg. He then
jumped off. Laxmi Verma,
Rajesh Kashyap, Khuman
Verma, Stephen, Ishwar
Rao of the second team of
the fire department present
along with the police

caught the young man. The
youth also suffered minor
injuries. He was admitted
to Ambedkar Hospital for
treatment. According to the
information available, the
young man named Saket is
a resident of Satna in
Madhya Pradesh. Due to
lack of treatment in the
hospital, he got into an ar-
gument with the hospital
staff, after which he came
out of the hospital and
climbed the skywalk in
front of it. Situation of
traffic jam was also created
on the road. Police are now
tracing the family mem-
bers of the youth. Action
can also be taken against
him for his attempt to
commit suicide.

Youth jumps off skywalk while threatening to commit suicide
Complains of lack
of treatment in
hospital

Was Atalji’s demand for
11 LS seats not a deal: CM

Questions as to
why BJP is having
problem on forma-
tion of new
Khairagarh district

‘Exemption of examination fee for
exam conducted by State PSC’

CM makes a big
announcement for
the candidates of
competitive exami-
nation

Wave of joy among
the candidates of
competitive exami-
nations

Raipur, Apr 05: Water cri-
sis in Birgaon Municipal
Corporation area is ex-
pected to be resolved soon.
The residents of Birgaon
will start getting clean and
plentiful water for use
shortly. Collector Sourabh
Kumar held a marathon
meeting with the officials
regarding the shortage of
water in Birgaon. Raipur
Rural Area MLA
Satyanarayan Sharma
was also present in the
meeting. Sharma also
agreed to use the MLA
fund to solve the water
problem in Birgaon and
asked the officials to take
all possible measures to

solve the problem at the
earliest.

In this high level meet-
ing, Collector Sourabh
Kumar reviewed in depth
the reasons for the prob-
lem of water scarcity and
water contamination in
Birgaon Municipal
Corporation area and in-
structed the officers to
take prompt action to
solve it. The Collector in-
structed CSIDC officers
present in the meeting to
immediately supply one
and a half MLD water
from Urla’s water treat-

ment plant to Birgaon
Municipal Corporation.

The Collector also asked
the Water Resources
Department to make avail-
able water from Bendri
Anicut to Birgaon
Municipal Corporation
from the intake well of
CSIDC at the earliest. He
also instructed the offi-
cers of Raipur Municipal
Corporation to supply
water to Birgaon
Municipal Corporation
from overhead reservoir
of Khamtrai on the basis
of need and availability.

The collector also asked
to take information about
the water available at
present in the factories
and tube wells of facto-
ries in Urla industrial
area. Proper arrange-
ments of transportation
for water supply will be
made by Birgaon
Municipal Corporation.
Kumar also directed the
officers to ensure that
tankers are arranged in
adequate number for
water transportation.

During the discussion
on the problem of con-
taminated water, the offi-
cials said that the prob-
lem of contaminated
water arose due to low
water level in Kharun
river. The Collector also
constituted a committee
of officers of
Environment Pollution
Control Board under the

chairmanship of SDM to
investigate the ETP of in-
dustries attached to the
Tendua Nala. Kumar also
directed to appoint an
agency for regular check-
ing of water quality of
water treatment plants of
Birgaon Municipal
Corporation and CSIDC
in the meeting. Municipal
Corporation Raipur
Commissioner Prabhat
Malik, Birgaon
Municipal Corporation
Commissioner Shrikant
Verma, Water Resources
Department, CSIDC offi-
cials along with District
Cooperative Bank
President Pankaj
Sharma, Mayor Nandlal
Devangan, Chairman
Kriparam Nishad, MIC
members Ikram Ahmed,
Om Prakash Sahu and
Shiv Sahu also attended
the meeting.

Birgaon residents to get enough water soon
1.5 MLD water to be
available from Urla
Water Treatment
Plant 

Certificates to be 
distributed to all eligible

students by April 30
RRaaiippuurr,,  AApprr  0055:: Collector
Sourabh Kumar informed
that a camp would be organ-
ized for making and distrib-
uting caste, residence and
income certificates of
school students. The collec-
tor has directed all the sub-
divisional magistrates,
through a letter, to ensure
distribution of residence,
caste and income certifi-
cates of all the characters
by April 30.

He instructed to make
certificates on all the appli-
cations that are pending in
the offices so far and dis-
tribute them at the school
level. Collector has asked
the concerned officers to
take personal interest in this
work and do it seriously. He
has also asked the Block
Education Officer and
Tehsildar to cooperate in
this work at the block level.

Raipur, Apr 05: If India
has to become Super Power
and fulfill the responsibility
of India’s independence,
then every youth of this
country will have to take a
pledge to serve the nation
for the first two years before
starting their career after
studies. Freedom is
achieved by sacrifices and
its dream can also be real-
ized by sacrifice. Make
youth life meaningful by
taking this resolution.
These were said by Mukul
Kanitkar, All India
Organization Secretary of
Bharatiya Shikshan
Mandal as a keynote speak-
er in a discussion on the
topic of responsibility of
freedom at Mats University.

Kanitkar said that today
when the whole country is
celebrating 75 years of in-
dependence, then we need
to remember how many he-
roes sacrificed their lives

for the sake of independ-
ence, dedicated themself
and devoted his youth.
Kanatkar said that starting
from the struggle that the
tribal brothers of our forest
dwelling area, then the war
of 1857 and various types of
agitations. How many peo-
ple have given their whole
life to their country? Our
country is free today due to
the sacrifice of thousands
of heroes who laid down
their dreams of life for the
motherland in their youth.
What is the responsibility
of this freedom, the free-

dom which is got after sac-
rifice, we have to fulfill the
responsibility of it in our
life. Every youth of this
country, before deciding the
direction of their life, be-
fore building their career,
have to decide that they
should serve the nation for
at least two years. The spe-
cial guest of the program,
Chairman, Chhattisgarh
Yoga Commission, Gyanesh
Sharma said that there is a
need for everyone to under-
stand how important yoga
is for every person, espe-
cially the students. In the

Corona period of two years,
we have got this lesson that
health is important in
human life. We all should
make yoga a part of our
daily routine.

Earlier, Chancellor of
Mats University, Gajraj
Pagaria said that today is
an important day for Mats
University as Mukul
Kanitkar is present among
us who is known through-
out the country. He has ded-
icated his entire life for the
upliftment and moderniza-
tion of education. It is the
result of his efforts that the
employment oriented new
education policy was imple-
mented. On this occasion,
the guests inaugurated the
latest fully equipped yoga
hall and psychology lab at
Mats University. Gajraj
Pagaria, Chancellor of
Mats University felicitated
all the guests with memen-
toes.

Serve the nation for two years prior to your career: Kanitkar
RRaaiippuurr,,  AApprr  0055::  Social Welfare
Minister Mrs. Anila Bhendia has
said that Yoga is the basis of a
healthy lifestyle. Yoga keeps us
connected with nature. Yoga
infuses positive energy along
with physical strength in us. He
said that Yoga played a positive
role in removing the physical and
mental problems faced by the
people during the time of Corona
pandemic. Mr. Bhedia was
addressing a yoga conference
and felicitation program organ-
ized by the Yoga Commission at
Lakhiram Auditorium in Bilaspur
on Monday. Chairman of
Chhattisgarh Yoga Commission
Mr. Gyanesh Sharma, Mayor Mr.
Ramsharan Yadav, Chairman of
Municipal Corporation Mr.
Sheikh Nazruddin, President of
Chhattisgarh State Co-operative
Housing Association Mr. Ashok
Agrawal, President of District
Co-operative Central Bank Mr.
Pramod Nayak, former MLA of
Bilha Mr. Siyaram Kaushik, for-
mer Mayor Mrs. Vani Rao, for-
mer Mayor, Rajesh Pandey,

Member of Yoga Commission,
Ravinder Singh, Bilaspur IG,
Ratanlal Dangi were specially
present. 

Mrs. Bhedia said that the
importance of yoga increases
even more in managing the
decreasing physical immunity,

stressful and hectic lifestyle.
There is a need for awareness of
Yoga among all the people of the
society. So that we can become
cooperative in building a healthy
society, state and country. He
appealed to all the people of the
state to compulsorily include

yoga in their daily routine to
keep the body and mind healthy.
State Yoga Commission
Chairman,  Gyanesh Sharma said
that Yoga Commission is contin-
uously working towards making
people aware of Yoga. He high-
lighted the efforts being made
by the Yoga Commission. Mayor
Ramsharan Yadav said that Yoga
should be included as a subject
in the school curriculum. In the
program, Minister Mrs. Bhedia
felicitated yoga institutes,
Brahma Kumaris, Art of Living,
Patanjali, Gayatri Sansthan and
Shuddha Yoga Center, Head of
Departments and Professors of
Yoga in universities, Yoga
instructors including
Yogacharyas by giving citation
and insignia. On this occasion,
school children and yoga instruc-
tors performed various yoga
postures. A large number of dig-
nitaries, including member of
State Child Protection
Commission, Mrs. Pooja
Khanuja, were present in the
award ceremony.

Yoga is the basis of healthy lifestyle: Bhedia

Administrative approval
of Rs 1.70 cr granted

RRaaiippuurr,,    AApprr  0055::  As per the
direction of Chief Minister Mr.
Bhupesh Baghel, dykes are
being constructed for the con-
servation and promotion of
ground water in rivers and
streams in the state. In connec-
tion with the approval of dyke
construction by the Ministry of
Water Resources, approval has
been given for construction of
dyke on Shivnath River near
village Kukurdi under Masturi
development block of Bilaspur
district. Administrative
approval of Rs one crore 70
lakh 38 thousand has been
given to Chief Engineer Hasdeo
Kacchar Bilaspur for this work.
The construction of this dyke
will prevent and utilize the sub-
surface flow water as well as
increase the ground water
level of the nearby villages.

Rabi Loan worth 666 cr
provided to farmers

RRaaiippuurr::  So far, a loan of Rs 666
crore 5 lakh has been given by
the state government to the
farmers for the cultivation of
Rabi crops, which is 129 per-
cent more than the target dis-
bursement of Rs 600 crore loan
for Rabi crops. This loan is
being provided to the farmers
through cooperative societies
without any interest. So far, a
loan of Rs 666 crore 5 lakh has
been disbursed to the farmers
for the Rabi season.
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WARNING SIGNALS

With plastic and other waste including drain water getting mixed into ponds, its 
existence is in danger and water is of no use.

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Apr 04: The
Governor, Ms. Anusuiya
Uikey, participated in the
‘White Coat Ceremony’ of
the   B.D.S. students, first
year  at Dr. Harvansh
Singh Judge Dental
Institute organised by
Punjab University in
Chandigarh. The program
was duly started by light-
ing the lamp by Governor
Ms. Uikey and co-guests.
On this occasion, the
Governor gave white coats
to the students entering
the institute and asked
them to study better in the
medical field and work for
the service of humanity. It
is noteworthy that Punjab
University is one of the
oldest and prestigious uni-
versities, which was estab-
lished in 1882 in Lahore.
About 200 colleges are run-
ning under it. Addressing
the ‘White Coat
Ceremony’, Governor Ms.

Uikey said that the white
coat you got today has a
special significance. This
coat is a sign of trust as
well as giving you a
unique identity among the
general public. May you
all maintain the dignity of
this coat and follow your
responsibilities.

Governor Ms. Uikey
said that the ‘White Coat
Ceremony’ is a golden op-
portunity for the students
of the medical institute, so
that the students taking

admission in the institute
get information about
their professors and the in-
stitute which improves
their college and academic
experience. On this occa-
sion, congratulating  all
the students getting ad-
mission and wished them
all the best for their bright
future. Governor Ms.
Uikey said that two times
are very important for any
educational institution.
One is the time when stu-
dents take admission in

the institute to fulfill their
dreams and the other leave
the institute for practical
use of the education ac-
quired after study. I believe
that the campus where
youths build their dreams
must be welcome. This
welcome ceremony will
surely boost the confi-
dence and encouragement
of the students. He said
that this golden time
would inculcate in the stu-
dents of Dental College
the sensitivity and respon-
sibility of their profession.
This White Coat
Ceremony will emphasize
on continuing its princi-
ples of education, health,
research, patient service
and care in line with the
objectives of the establish-
ment. Dental students
work to give people a
healthy smile. Like vari-
ous fields of medical sci-
ence, dentistry has its own
special importance.

There is a need to make
people aware about the
special care of teeth along
with other parts of the
body. The spirit of service
is the core of the medical
profession. You all have to
be sensitive and serve the

patients. Patients will
come to you with great ex-
pectation. Your effort
should be to remove their
problems and give them
health benefits. The exam-
ple set by the people work-
ing in the medical field by
serving humanity in the
difficult times of Covid
cannot be forgotten.
Choosing this as a profes-
sion is an important deci-
sion for all of young stu-
dents which will give you
special experience as well
as self-satisfaction. This
sector of service is not
only reputed but will play
a role in building a healthy
society.

The program was at-
tended by the Vice
Chancellor of Punjab
University, Professor,
Rajkumar, Dean Professor,
Renu Vig, Registrar
Vikram Nayar, Dean
Research, Professor
Sudhir, Controller
Professor Jagat Bhushan,
Dr. Harvansh Singh Judge
Institute of Dental
Sciences and Hospital
Principal Professor
Hemant Batra, professors,
principals and students
were present.

Governor participates in White Coat Ceremony 
Of Dr. Harvansh
Singh Judge Dental
Institute,
Chandigarh

Raipur, Apr 04: State
Home Minister
Tamradhwaj Sahu inaugu-
rated the newly construct-
ed mural on the boundary
wall of Directorate of
Sainik Welfare, Raipur in
a special function. These
frescoes depict various ac-
tivities of the Indian
Armed Forces. These
newly constructed fres-
coes on the boundary wall
of Sainik Kalyan Complex
show the historical work
done by the Indian forces
and the strength of the
army. By displaying the
bravery of the army
through graffiti, it will act
as an inspiration for the
youth of the state, which
will attract the attention of
the youth towards the
army and will motivate
them to join the Indian
army. Home Minister
Sahu also released the
newly constructed audito-
rium and upgrade website

of Rajya Sainik Welfare
Board (RSWB) on this oc-
casion.

In the program, Home
Minister, Tamradhwaj
Sahu felicitated the brave
mother of martyr Lt. Rajiv
Pandey (Vir Chakra) with
shawl and shriphal and
handed over the grant of
ex-servicemen beneficiar-
ies. The Home Minister,
Tamradhwaj Sahu, in his
address, appreciated the

valor, sacrifice and dedica-
tion of the soldiers and as-
sured all possible help for
the welfare of the ex-ser-
vicemen. He also appreci-
ated the undertakings of
Sainik Welfare Board and
Jhanda Day Fund.

During this, the Home
Minister interacted with
the ex-servicemen and
their families and assured
to solve their problems.
The Home Minister,

Tamradhwaj Sahu, in his
address, appreciated the
valor, sacrifice and dedica-
tion of the soldiers and as-
sured all possible help for
the welfare of the ex-ser-
vicemen. He also appreci-
ated the workings of
Sainik Welfare Board and
donated Rs 11001 to Flag
Day Fund. On this occa-
sion, the Home Minister
interacted with the ex-ser-
vicemen and their families
and assured to solve their
problems. The program
was attended by MLA and
Housing Board,
Chairman, Kuldeep
Juneja, Dhananjay
Devangan, Secretary,
Home Department, Major
General Sanjay Sharma
(Retd), Air Commodore SK
Singh, Commander, Anti
Naxal Task Force,
Pradeep Tandon,
President Jindal Steel and
other dignitaries were
present.

Tamradhwaj Sahu inaugurates
auditorium in RSWB office

Bemetara, Apr 05:
Chaitra Navratri
Mahaparva was celebrated
in the campus of Allons
Public School (Pre-Primary
Department) this morning
for Chaitra Pratipada,
Nutanvarsh and Mangal
Kamna. Dr. Satyajit Hota,
Principal of the School in-
augurated the programme
by offering flowers at the
feet of Maa Durga and
lighting a lamp . In his ad-
dress, he first greeted tiny
tots for the New Year and
said that Navratri is a very
unique and wonderful festi-
val for grooming and refin-
ing oneself in the twilight
of two seasons. From

Pratipada to Navami of
Shukla Paksha of Chaitra
month, this festival is cele-
brated with great gaiety.
The first day is the day of
worship of Mother
Shailputri. Parvati, the
daughter of the Himalayas,
is also the protector of all
wild animals and the fierce
ascetic, the trishul in the
right hand of Shailputri
which symbolizes religion,
meaning and salvation.
The same lotus flower
adorned in the left hand
gives the message of stay-
ing away from it by staying
in the gross world. We
should worship the nine
forms of Mother Goddess

with full devotion and law.
On the second day of
Navratri, Brahmancharini
is worshipped. Brahma
means one self -existent
spirit, the sacred wisdom.
and charini means one who
behaves. By worshipping it,
man is always cool and
does not deviate from his
path. He said that the
virtues derived from these
nine forms of mother
should be given to the stu-
dents through teachers. On
the third day, the form of
the lunar hour is as bright
as gold, we should try to
have the same brightness
inside us. The Tiny Tots of
the school received bless-
ings by supplicating  at the
feet of Mother Goddess.
Thereafter, the programme
was concluded by distribut-
ing prasad.

The school management
Kamaljit Arora, Director
Pushkal Arora, School
Administrator Sunil
Sharma, Madam Ruchi
Arora, parents and teach-
ers were present at the
event.

Ambikapur, Apr 05:
Surguja Police has nabbed
3 accused involved in more
than 40 odd theft incidents
and the accused  have been
arrested from  UP and

Madhya Pradesh. The
Police has also recovered
cash and gold, silver jew-
elleries worth Rs 4.5 lakh
from their possession.

As per information in
this regard, Surguja Police
has taken into arrested 3
accused involved in more
than 40 theft incidents in
the region. All the three

accused have conducted
theft in Ambikapur,
Kotwali Thana and
Gandhi Nagar thana area.
There are total of 36 cases
of theft against the thieves
and the Police has also re-
covered 458 gms gold, 2.50
kg Silver jewelleries and
cash of Rs 4.5 lakh, total-
ing more than Rs 30 lakhs.

Three nabbed with cash, jewelleries worth Rs 30 lakh
Were involved in
more than 40 thefts
in Ambikapur region

Prayers held in Allons premises Minor administrative
changes in CU

BBiillaassppuurr,,  AApprr  0055:: Guru
Ghasidas University, Dr. Ajay
Singh, Assistant Professor,
Law Department is appointed
as Head of Department in
charge of Law Department in
place of Dr. Sagar Kumar
Jaisawal, Assistant Professor,
Law Department, till further
orders for smooth operation of
various administrative
arrangement.

Smooth operation of various
administrative arrangements,
the following teachers are
appointed as Superintendents
of the hostels mentioned
against their names till further
orders. Teacher Dr Sanosh
Soni, Asst. Prof. Deptt of IT
and Dr Sanjay Kumar Bharti,
Asst. Prof. Deptt of Pharmacy
have been appointed as in-
charge of Swami Vivekanand
Boys’ Hostel and Dr RK Sharma
Asst. Prof. Deptt of Economic
has been appointed as in-
charge of Shaheed
Veernarayan Singh Boys’
Hostel and and Dr AK Singh,
Asst. Prof. Forestry Deptt as in-
charge of  Dr BR Ambedkar
Boys’ Hostel. This order has
been brought into order with
immediate effect.

Raipur, Apr 05: Eighty six
per cent of the population
above 18 years and 48 per
cent children in 15 to 18
years age group in the state
are now fully vaccinated
against Covid-19. In both
the age groups, one crore 68

lakh 47 thousand 820 and
seven lakh 89 thousand 423
people have been adminis-
tered both doses of the vac-
cine respectively. One crore
76 lakh 37 thousand 243 peo-
ple are fully vaccinated in
the state so far (till April 4).
Similarly, precaution doses
have been administered to
four lakh 40 thousand 754
health workers, frontline
workers and people above
60 years of age. Four lakh 13
thousand 301 children in
the age group of 12 to 14
years have been adminis-
tered first dose of the vac-
cine.

The first dose of Covid-19
vaccine has been adminis-
tered to nearly 100 per cent
of the population above 18
years and 69 per cent of
children in 15 to 18 years
age group in the state. This
includes one crore 98 lakh

39 thousand 909 citizens
above 18 years and 11 lakh
34 thousand 701 adolescents
of 15 to 18 years. A total of

three crore 94 lakh 65 thou-
sand 908 vaccines have been
administered so far across
the state, including both the

aforementioned age groups,
precaution doses and chil-
dren in 12 to 14 years age
group in the state.

86% adult population and 48% children fully jabbed
In 15 to 18 years age
group in Ch’garh 

Precaution doses
administered to
4.41 lakh people,
4.13 lakh children in
12 to 14 age group
have received their
first dose

A total of 3.95 cr
Covid-19 vaccines
administered in the
state so far

Raipur, Apr 05: Number
of active COVID-19 cases
in the state is steadily de-
creasing because of the
speedy recovery of COVID
patients and decline in the
number of new patients
identified per day. At pres-
ent, the number of active
COVID infected patients
in the state is 88 and there
is no active COVID patient
in Bemetara,
Mahasamund, Gariaband,
Janjgir-Champa, Gaurela-
Pendra-Marwahi, Kanker
and Narayanpur districts

of the state. The current
average positivity rate of
the state is 0.17 percent.

No new case of corona
has been reported in 20
districts of the state as on
April 4. On this day, 7217
samples were tested
across the state, in which
12 were found COVID-in-
fected. No cases were
found in 20 districts of the
state including
Rajnandgaon, Balod,
Bemetara, Kabirdham,
Balodabazar-Bhatapara,
M a h a s a m u n d ,

Gariaband, Raigarh,
J a n j g i r - C h a m p a ,
Mungeli, Gaurela-Pendra-
Marwahi, Sarguja,
Koriya, Surajpur,
Jashpur, Bastar,
Kondagaon, Dantewada,
Kanker and Narayanpur
on April 4. On this day one
case each was found in
Durg, Raipur, Dhamtari,
Balrampur-Ramanujganj
and Bijapur, two each in
Korba and Sukma and
three people in Bilaspur
have been found COVID
infected.

Steady decline in the number of COVID patients in state Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Apr 05: In a
fashion show organized
by Fashion Affinity at
Courtyard Marriott, a
prestigious hotel in
Raipur, the capital of
Chhattisgarh, Dr
Sandhya Sahu of the cap-
ital was honored with
the award of Mrs
Rajdhani. Dr. Sandhya
Sahu was also given the
title of Mrs Face of the
Year 2022. Dr Sandhya
has been selected for the
Mrs India fashion com-
petition to be held at the
national level soon in
Goa, in which she will
also participate.

The final round of this
competition was held
from 27 to 30 March. Dr

Sandhya is a homeopath-
ic doctor by profession
and at the same time she
is also fond of modeling.
Dr Sandhya also goes to
remote and inaccessible
areas and treats the poor
free of cost. This award
is considered a very pres-
tigious award.

In this fashion show,
director of Mumbai’s fa-
mous film production
house Mayur da ji, film
maker Deepak, director
of this program Anita
Khandelwal, Miss
Universe Shahnaz
Sheikh, Miss Femina
Apoorva, film actress
Leslie Tripathi, Ishant
Kesarwani Rohit
Tripathi Lakshya
Choure and other digni-
taries were present.

Dr Sandhya Sahu becomes Mrs
Rajdhani and Face of the Year 2022

Raipur, Apr 05: The
Health Department has
called for vaccination of
all infants and high-risk

individuals against
Hepatitis B as part of the
routine immunization
programme. If hepatitis
is not treated on time, it
causes liver failure or
liver cancer. Hepatitis is
an infectious disease that
damages the liver by
causing inflammation. If
hepatitis is not treated on
time, it can be fatal.

Under the National
Viral Hepatitis Control
Program, there is a sys-
tem of free investigation
and treatment of dis-
eases caused by hepatitis
infection in the state.
There is a facility for its
testing with rapid diag-

nostic kits up to the sub
health center level in the
state. It is examined and
treated free of cost in all
district hospitals and
hospitals affiliated to
government medical col-
leges.

State Nodal Officer of
National Viral Hepatitis
Control Program Dr
Dharmendra Gahvai
said that mainly four
viruses A, B, C and E are
considered to be the
cause of this disease. Of
these, hepatitis A and E
are less serious and usu-
ally short-term infec-
tions. In most cases, they
go away on their own. It

is caused by eating con-
taminated food or drink-
ing contaminated water.
Hepatitis B and C are the
more serious types of the
virus and cause long-
term (chronic) infections
of the liver. Infection
with the hepatitis B or C
virus can cause severe
liver damage, which can
lead to liver failure from
liver cirrhosis and, in
some cases, liver cancer.

Dr Gahvai informed
that the hepatitis B and C
infection spreads
through contaminated
blood transfer from an in-
fected person. It can be
spread from person to

person through drug in-
jection and sharing nee-
dles, unprotected ear
piercing or tattooing, un-
protected sex, sharing
shaving razors, nail cut-
ters, etc. It can also be
transmitted from a preg-
nant woman to a new-
born baby. In most peo-
ple, hepatitis B or C infec-
tion occurs without
symptoms in the early
stages. Late detection of
the disease leads to se-
vere liver damage and
complications of liver
failure.

If hepatitis C is detect-
ed in the early stages, it
can be treated with medi-

cines for three to six
months. Hepatitis B
virus infection is not
completely curable, but it
can be effectively treated
with the use of medi-
cines. This keeps most
patients healthy during
their lifetime. All infants
and high-risk adults are
now vaccinated against
hepatitis B. They must be
vaccinated to protect
them from hepatitis.
Unless the infection is di-
agnosed, monitored and
treated, many people can
eventually develop seri-
ous life-threatening liver
disease.

The World Health

Organization has started
celebrating World
Hepatitis Day on 28 July
every year to bring
awareness about hepati-
tis and to inform people
about its detection and
treatment.

The World Health
Organization is actively
campaigning to elimi-
nate viral hepatitis by
2030. The Government of
India has launched the
National Viral Hepatitis
Control Program from
the year 2018 to control
and prevent Hepatitis.
Under this, free screen-
ing and treatment of dis-
eases caused by hepatitis

infection is done.
All children and ado-

lescents who are under
the age of 18 and who
have not previously been
vaccinated should get the
hepatitis B vaccine.
People who frequently
need blood or blood prod-
ucts, patients on dialysis,
recipients of solid organ
transplants, and inmates
in prisons must get the
injection.

Health workers and
others who may come
into contact with blood
and blood products in the
course of their work
should also be vaccinated
against hepatitis B.

Babies and high-risk individuals must be vaccinated against hepatitis B
Hepatitis may raise
risk of liver failure
or liver cancer if not
treated on time

Rapid diagnostic kit
testing up to the
sub-health center
level, free testing
and treatment in
district hospitals
and medical college
hospitals
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MMaaiinnppuurr,,  AApprr  0055::  Electricity
reached here in village
Karidongri, after 75 years of
independence, and the vil-
lagers welcomed the illumina-
tion by worshipping on the
first day of Navratri festival.
The region also resonated in
slogans for the state govern-
ment appreciating its develop-
mental schemes. The village
situated in the extremes of
gram Panchayat Mardakala, is
still tough to reach, due to lack
of pucca roads and bridges,
and the coming of power sup-

ply is all set to change the lives
of many villagers, especially
the youth population. The vil-
lagers of the region were long
trying to get electricity con-
nection in the region and
under the leadership of Yuva
Congress Grameen President
Yashwant Yadav and Nutan
Markam had submitted memo-
randum to ministers and offi-
cials pertaining the issue.
Taking the issue on a serious
note, the administration in the
past six months erected 60-70
electricity polls in the region

and electricity supply was
finally started. The people of
the region have thanked the
CM, Ministers and officials for
the electricity supply and have
opined that the power supply
will finally aid in helping the
children study in night hours
and the operation of tube wells
in summers. Present were
Yashwant Yadav, Baishakuram
Nagesh, Nutan Markam,
Bhuneshwar Patel, Narsingh
Nagesh , Rameshwar Netam
and hundreds of villagers were
present.

Electricity reaches Karidongri
after 75 yrs of Independence Konta, Apr 05: 

Sand mafia Chithluri
Rajesh, a resident of
Konta in Sukma district of
Chhattisgarh state, has
been sitting as a sand con-
tractor for the last 05,06
years, not doing his teach-
ing work. It is to be
known that 05 years back
teacher Rajesh through
his father took a tender in
the name of his father,
after which his father died
a few years later. After
the death of the father, the
tender was changed in the
name of his mother, Mrs.
CH Padmavati, who lives
in her home village. The
sand tender is only for the
name of the parents, but
the whole work is done by
their son teacher Rajesh,
where in some bills like
way-bill, pit-pass bill, the
signature of the person
who got the tender, that
signature is also there.
Rajesh himself does it.

Rajesh has been busy
doing sand work for many
years by not attending his
academic work. In
Sukma district, the spirits
of many sand mafia like
Rajesh (teacher) are so
high that even flout the
rules of governance and
administration. Even
after being a government
employee, Rajesh has no
fear of the administra-
tion. Instructions were
given to the district officer
to take strict action
against illegal mining
mafia, but Sukma district
administration does not
take any action against
such people.

Teacher CH Rajesh has
been engaged in contract-
ing works by staying in
Konta Nagar by not giving
his presence in his origi-
nal posted school
Gattapad for many years.
For many years, his salary
is being withdrawn every
month by the Education

Department without any
inquiry. According to the
information, CH Rajesh is
withdrawing his salary by
setting up Sarpanch,
Secretary and CAC.

The biggest thing is that
CH Rajesh has been post-
ed as Class III employee in
the year 01/01/2005. For
almost 17 years, he has not
yet seen the face of his
original school and they
do not even know whether
the school is running
there or not and how
many children study in
their school. The surpris-
ing and surprising thing
is that for the last many
years, a teacher is not
even going to his school
and is also withdrawing
salary every month.

From Bastar division
and from Sukma district,
sometimes the top officers
and collectors of educa-
tion department come for
inspection, but do not take
any action against many

teachers without duty like
Rajesh. In this regard,
BEO SK Deep of Konta
block and AC Ganesh Sori
of Sukma district were
also apprised about
teacher CH Rajesh. The
officials said that very
soon CH Rajesh will be in-
vestigated and action will
be taken by issuing a clari-
fication. And if any
teacher does not do duty
in their original posted
schools, their salary will
not be withdrawn.

Teacher functions as sand contractor,
not doing his teaching work

Dhamdha, Apr 05:

The people of Dhamdha,
known earlier as ‘city of
lakes’ have not kept its
landmarks and rich cul-
tural heritage alive. It is
for this reason that a total
of 126 ponds which were
existing right from
Gondwana period till date,
only a selected few of the
ponds are existing. When
a team of government de-
partment went out in
search of ponds, they were
taken aback on seeing the
condition of ponds in the

city. There is a pond in the
city, where the elephant of
the King used to be
washed and his bathing
was done and therefore it
came to be known as
‘Hathi Budan Talab’. What
is surprising here is that
this pond was encroached
upon and by filling it with
materials it has now being
turned into a farm. The
condition of ‘Ghoda
Budan’ Talab is such that
the encroachers are now
taking crop of ‘Grams’ in
it. It was under leadership
of SDM (Revenue) Brijesh

Kshatriya, the team start-
ed removing encroach-
ment on the ponds from
April 1 onwards. SDM
along with officials
reached the site along with
JCB machine and made
six ponds free from en-
croachment. The six gov-
ernment ponds were
transformed into farms
and farming was done
here. The cover area of the
pond was demolished and
digging was done by the
side of this cover using
JCB machine, so that it
cannot be re-encroached

again. During this some of
the encroachers even reg-
istered protest, but the
local administration did
not stopped its drive to
make ponds free from en-
croachment. On the first
day, the area near ‘Hathi-
Budan’, ‘Tar-Bhanpur
pond’, ‘Teli-Dabari’, Raja
Talab was removed and
then the other side of
‘Raja Talab’ was cleared.

In this anti-encroach-
ment drive from ponds,
Chief Nagar Palika
Officer Nagar Panchayat
Dhamdha Nayak, Nayab
Tehsildar Kuleshwar

Patel, sub-engineer
Vinayak and other officers
were present. On removal
of encroachment from the
government ponds was
hailed by general public
and termed it as a good
step. SDM Kshatriya said
that in ancient times
‘Dhamdha’ city was very
much famous and prosper-
ous, as there were 126
ponds and they were part
& parcel of day-to-day life
and business. He made an
appeal to all citizens of
Dhamdha to become more
aware in saving the rich
heritage and landmarks of

city and give their valu-
able contribution in sav-
ing it. This anti-encroach-
ment drive would contin-
ue in times to come and
prior to rains, there are
plans to make all ponds en-
croachment-free.

Encroachments removed from 6 govt ponds
 People have

changed the
‘Hathi-Budan’ pond
into farm land

 Encroachments
removed under
leadership of SDM Out of total 121 ponds, 106

ponds are government
owned or are coming into
used for land-related works
by the local population. It is
only 15 ponds which are in
private ownership. But it
encroaching upon 30
ponds, the people have
changed it into farm land.
In the first phase, 15 ponds
were identified to made
free from encroachment
and out of which encroach-
ment is being removed
slowly. The work that of
demarcation and identifica-
tion is also being done in
these ponds.

Pithora, Apr 05: The
Chief Post Master General
(CPMG) of Pithora
Ramchandra Jai Bhaye fe-
licitated a postman with a
certificate and an attrac-
tive gift for linking more
than 5000 mobile numbers
with Aadhar. During this
Postal Superintendent BL
Jangde, Asst. Suptd.
Shailendra Thakur, Ravi
Kacher Dy. Divisional

Postal inspector; Surendra
Sahu Pithora (up-dakpal),
Praveen Banjara, Ashok
Ashu (Dak Adhidarshak
Nayak) and all Rural
Postal Service persons
were present.

The Postal officers in-
formed Rural Postal
Servicemen to promote
that rural person need
come upto urban areas in
order to get their postal
work done and directed
them to solve the griev-
ances of those having any
problems related to the
postal department.

CPMG Pithora 
felicitates postman

 For linking more 
than 5000 mobile
phones with Aadhar

Fingeshwar, Apr 05: 

Responding to NITI
Aayog team appreciating
the Chhattisgarh model of
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel government,
Ramkrishna Tiwari
President Shan
Mahavidyalaya and
Jitendra Singh Thakur
Alderman said that NITI
Aayog has once again im-
plemented the policies of
Bhupesh Government in
the country.

NITI Aayog said that
due to the policies of the
Government of
Chhattisgarh, the state is
ranked 6th in Ease of
Doing Business and 4th in
Export Index, which is a
big achievement. Praising
the Godhan Nyay scheme,
NITI Aayog said that it
should be implemented in
the entire country.

According to the report
of NITI Aayog, agricultur-
al products have increased

in Chhattisgarh due to the
efforts of Bhupesh govern-
ment. In mustard, there
has been an increase of 14
percent in the production
of soybean by 22 percent.
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel speaks about the
work of the government,
which will give priority to
the works of public inter-
est. Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel’s govern-
ment has fulfilled what the
Congress told the public in
the assembly elections.
Ramkrishna Tiwari said
that the echo of the
Chhattisgarh model is
echoing within the coun-
try and across the border
and under the Rajiv
Gandhi Kisan Nyay
Yojana, farmers are get-
ting an additional benefit
of 10 thousand per acre,
due to which the produc-
tion of mustard and soy-
bean has increased.
Alderman Jitendra Singh
Thakur said that by buy-

ing cow dung at Rs 2 a kg
under Gaudhan Nyay
Yojana, women self-help
groups are getting finan-
cial benefits by joining cat-
tle farmers along with
dung pickers. The Godhan
Nyay scheme of
Chhattisgarh model has
emerged as the biggest
scheme in the whole coun-
try to prevent stray cattle
from roaming on the
roads.

The Prime Minister
himself, in his speeches,
has indirectly discussed
the Godhan Nyay scheme
of the Chhattisgarh gov-
ernment by announcing
plans after March 10 for
the problem of stray ani-
mals in UP. This will im-
prove the breed of live-
stock and the use of ver-
micompost made from
cow dung in agriculture
will reduce the cost of
agriculture and depend-
ence on chemical fertiliz-
ers will end, he said.

NITI Aayog appreciates Ch’garh model

Dongargarh, Apr 05:

Few days back a pro-
gramme was organised by
Economics Department on
Consumer Rights Day at
local Government Nehru
Graduation College,
Dongargarh. On this occa-
sion HoD Economics Dr
RR Koche gave informa-

tion in detailed about the
rights and protection of
consumers about their
rights. In the end of the
programme Asst. Prof.
Economics Deptt Manisha
Bhedia expressed grati-
tude towards the students
and wished them all the
best in their future en-
deavours.

Prog on Consumer
Rights Day organised

At Govt Nehru Graduation College

AAnnwwaarrii,,  AApprr  0055::  

National Science Day
Celebration 2022 was organized
under the joint aegis of
Chhattisgarh Science and
Technology Department, Raipur
and Chhattisgarh Mahtari College
Bhakhara in Chhattisgarh Mahtari
College Bhakhara in which Dr.
Avinash R. Nichat, Head of
Department of Zoology, Maharishi
Ved Vyas Government
Postgraduate College, Bhakhara
was the keynote speaker and Mr.
DK Sahu, Assistant Professor
Chemistry, Mr. DN Chakradhari,
Assistant Professor Zoology and
Ms. A. Dhidhi, Assistant Professor
Botany, Chhattisgarh Mahtari
College, Bhakhara were co-speak-
ers.  While delivering the welcome
address, the Principal of the col-
lege, Dr. Shailendra Kumar Sahu,
highlighted the need and utility of
science. He said that today we are
living in the age of science and
State-of-the-art resources are
available on the basis of science,
but if we use them in the best
interest, he said. 

The keynote speaker of the pro-
gram, Dr. Avinash R. Nichat, while
introducing the life of Dr. CV

Raman, said that today science
and technology have special
importance in our daily life and
new discoveries are constantly
being made. 

Co-spokesperson Shri DK Sahu
said that the fact or theory and
effect which science tells, proves it
by proving it technical fashion.
Shri DN Chakradhari said that
today we have become so
advanced in the field of technolo-
gy that in a moment we get con-
nected with each other and cover
miles in less time. Rangoli, paint-
ing and poster competition were
organized in the program organ-
ized on National Science Day
Celebration 2022 and the students
who got first and second place in
the competition were rewarded
and awarded with certificates and
emblems. 

The program was conducted by
Shri TK Sahu, Assistant Professor
Hindi and the vote of thanks was
done by Shri MS Sahu, Assistant
Professor Political Science. The
role of college professors SR
Baghel, KD Guwal, LN Bains, PL
Dhruv, YK Sahu, staff members
Tomeshwar Mauryavanshi, Chetna
Sahu and students of the colleges
was commendable in the program.

Science Day celebrated 
in CG Mahtari College

Pandaria, Apr 05: 

On the arrival of Hindu
New Year Vikram Samvat
2079, a grand and unique
tableau of Chhatrapati
Shivaji Maharaj,
Maharani Laxmi Bai, Rani
Durgavati and Bharatmata
along with D.J and bhajans
were taken out by the peo-
ple along with troupes. In
the welcome of this huge
procession, present in
thousands, various serv-
ice-oriented organizations
of the city did the welcome
and Aarti and distribution
of juices and fruits was
also done. Due to Corona
epidemic in the city for the
last two years, New Year
and other festivals could
not be celebrated with
complete freedom.

Rammurari Yadav, while
giving good wishes for the
new year 2079 to the office
bearers of various organi-
zations of the city, said,
keeping the historical

background of Sanatan
culture in India,this festi-
val is celebrated by differ-
ent provinces and sects in
the form of various festi-
vals.

The program was con-
ducted by Raghunandan
Gupta and thanks were ex-
pressed by Sumit Tiwari.
Thousands of townspeople
participated in the proces-
sion, in which a large num-
ber of women participated
in the dress code. Along
with the city, the Hindu

New Year was celebrated
enthusiastically in rural
areas as well. Temples
were also decorated, and
on the occasion of
Navratri, the temples of
the city were also decorat-
ed attractively.

All the temples includ-
ing Mahamaya Temple,
Sheetla Mandir, Ram
Janaki Temple of the city
were decorated, and apart
from this, the saffron flag
were unfurled on house
tops of the region.

Hindu New Year program celebrated



EXCHANGE GREETINGS

Union Home Minister Amit Shah and former Union Minister P Chidambaram 
exchange greetings at Parliament complex during the second part of the Budget
Session, in New Delhi, Tuesday.
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BRIEF
Held

Noida: Nine suspect-
ed criminals allegedly
involved in cases of
theft, snatching and
kidnapping were ar-
rested following two
separate encounters
with the police in cen-
tral Noida. Four of the
suspected criminals
suffered injuries in
the shootout which oc-
curred on Sunday
night under the Phase
3 and the Badalpur po-
lice station areas,
ADCP (Central Noida)
Elamaran G said.

Panic
Mumbai: Parents of
some 25-30 students
using a well-known
Mumbai school’s bus
service were a wor-
ried lot as their wards
had not reached home
in time on the first day
of physical classes
post the COVID-19
pandemic, leading to
several of them reach-
ing the gates of the fa-
cility and some taking
to social media. A po-
lice spokesperson said
the driver of the bus
was new and hence
took a longer route to
drop the children
home.

Registered
Gurugram: The
Gurugram police reg-
istered a case after a
stray dog died when a
generator fell on it at a
construction site.
According to a com-
plaint filed by a DLF
Phase-3 resident, the
dog died on Sunday.
The complainant sus-
pected foul play and
alleged that labourers
engaged at the con-
struction site dropped
the generator on the
dog with the intention
to kill.

Seized
Chaibasa: Five IEDs
fitted with arrows
were seized during a
search operation by
security personnel
after naxals fired at
under construction
Bharnia police camp
in Jharkhand’s West
Singhbhum district.
The B company of
157th battalion of
CRPF, who are sta-
tioned at the place, re-
taliated by hurling
para bombs and none
of its personnel was
either injured or
killed. Central and
state eecurity person-
nel carried out search
operation.

Safety
Chandigarh: The
Punjab Police has
launched a statewide
road safety education
and enforcement drive
to prevent accidents.
Director General of
Police (DGP) Punjab
VK Bhawra said the en-
tire enforcement strate-
gy is planned and based
on past year trends. On
an average, daily,
Punjab loses 11-12 valu-
able lives in various
road accidents, the ma-
jority of which can be
prevented or reduced in
severity by focusing on
violations.

Naming
New Delhi: Parks in
the capital will soon be
named after unsung
freedom fighters from
Delhi as a mark of re-
spect and recognition
to their sacrifices. A
list of 16 parks has
been sent by the DDA
to the Delhi govern-
ment that will be
named after freedom
fighters like Lala
Hardayal, Colonel
Gurbaksh Singh
Dhillon, General Shah
Nawaz Khan, Gobind
Behari Lal, Colonel
Prem Sahgal and
Basanta Kumar Biswas
among others.

Chandigarh, Apr 05 (PTI):

The Haryana Assembly
on Tuesday unanimously
passed a resolution, noting
with concern the resolution
recently passed by the
Punjab Assembly staking
claim over the Union
Territory of Chandigarh.

Haryana Chief Minister
Manohar Lal Khattar
thanked the members of the
rival political parties for
unanimously supporting
the resolution brought by
his government in the
House.

Khattar said the discus-
sion held for around three
hours on the resolution.

While moving the resolu-
tion earlier, Khattar raked
up the issues of the con-
struction of the SYL canal
and transfer of Hindi-
speaking areas to the state.
Khattar also raised the
issue of Bhakra Beas
Management Board and the
matter related to the posting
of Haryana officials in
Chandigarh Union
Territory. The Haryana gov-
ernment summoned the
special session of the state
assembly, days after neigh-
bouring Punjab passed a
resolution seeking immedi-
ate transfer of the Union
Territory of Chandigarh to

the AAP-ruled state.
A political row had erupt-

ed after Union Home
Minister Amit Shah’s re-
cent announcement that the
Central Service Rules
would apply to the employ-
ees of the Union Territory
of Chandigarh.

The Union Territory of
Chandigarh is the common
capital of Punjab and
Haryana.

While raising the issue of
the Sutlej-Yamuna Link
canal, Khattar urged the
central government to take
measures for the construc-
tion of the canal.

“This House notes with
concern the resolution
passed in the Legislative
Assembly of Punjab on 1
April, 2022 recommending
that the matter for transfer
of Chandigarh to Punjab be
taken up with the Central
government,” said the reso-
lution read out by Khattar.
“This is not acceptable to
the people of Haryana,” the
resolution said. Haryana
continues to retain its right

to the capital territory of
Chandigarh, it added.

Noting that the right of
Haryana to share waters of
Ravi and Beas rivers by the
construction of the SYL
Canal is historically, legally,
judicially and constitution-
ally established over time,
Khattar said the House has
unanimously on at least
seven occasions passed res-
olutions urging the early
completion of the canal.

“Several agreements, ac-
cords, Tribunal’s findings
and judgements of highest
judiciary of the nation have
all singularly upheld the
claim of Haryana to the wa-
ters and directed comple-
tion of the SYL Canal,”
Khattar said as he read out
the resolution.

“In defiance and contrary
to these directions and
agreements, legislations
were enacted by Punjab to
deny the rightful claims of
the State of Haryana,” he
said. “The Indira Gandhi
agreement, the Rajiv
Longowal accord and the

Venkatramiah commission
have accepted the claim of
Haryana to Hindi-speaking
areas that fall within the
territory of state of
Punjab,” according to the
resolution.

The transfer of Hindi-
speaking villages from
Punjab to Haryana has also
not been completed, he
added.

Participating in the dis-
cussion on the resolution,
former Haryana chief min-
ister Bhupinder Singh
Hooda dubbed the resolu-
tion passed by the Punjab
assembly on transfer of
Chandigarh to the state as a
“political gimmick”.

Punjab resolution has no
meaning, it is only political
gimmick... Punjab’s role as
an elder brother is accept-
able, but if it tries to play
role of big brother, that is
not acceptable to us, said
Hooda.

Hooda, who is Leader of
the Opposition, condemned
Punjab’s resolution and
supported the one moved by
Khattar.

He along with other
Congress members, includ-
ing Kiran Choudhary, said
Haryana should get its right
and that they would support
the state government if it
decides to meet the presi-
dent, prime minister and
Haryana governor over the
issue. “We will unitedly
fight for protecting
Haryana’s rights,” said
Hooda.

Haryana Assembly passes resolution
over Chandigarh issue

Haryana CM Manohar Lal Khattar during assembly 
session in Chandigarh.

SYL canal issue 
is also bone of 
contention

Nursing Council condemns use
of its name by publisher 

New Delhi, Apr 05 (PTI):

The Indian Nursing
Council (INC) on Tuesday
condemned the use of its
name by a publisher and
an author for the sale of
textbooks with derogatory
content.

The INC, in a statement,
said it has been brought to
its notice that the author
and the publisher of a text-

book of sociology for nurs-
es have placed the coun-
cil’s name on its cover
page. The INC has re-
leased a notification dated
04/04/2022 and placed on
its website which strongly
condemns any derogatory
content related to social
evils in the society like
dowry by using its name,

the statement said.
Section 16 of the INC

Act empowers the council
to prescribe the standards
and curricula for the
training of nurses, mid-
wives and health visitors.
As per the policy, the INC
only prescribes the syl-
labus and does not endorse
any author or publisher, it
said. The INC has initiated
necessary action against
the publisher and the au-
thor concerned for misus-
ing its name in the content
of the book, the statement
said.

For sale of 
textbooks with 
derogatory content

Asansol, Apr 05 (PTI):

Hinging on actor-
t u r n e d - p o l i t i c i a n
Shatrughan Sinha’s star
power and appeal among
the Hindi-speaking popu-
lation, the TMC hopes to
clinch the Asansol Lok
Sabha seat, with the
‘Bihari babu’ trying to
fight off the outsider tag in
the industrial town.

The ruling party in
Bengal, which has never
tasted success in poll-
bound Asansol, apart from
four other parliamentary
constituencies of the state,
is pulling all stops to break
the jinx. “We are hopeful
that Sinha, who is hugely
popular among the mass-
es, will be able to clinch
the seat for us,” V
Sivadasan Dasu,
Trinamool Congress
Paschim Bardhaman con-
vener, said. By-poll to the
Lok Sabha segment,
scheduled on April 12, was
necessitated as former
Union minister and two-

time MP Babul Supriyo
quit the membership of
Parliament last year after
crossing over to the TMC
from the BJP.

The saffron party, on its
part, is trying hard to re-
tain the seat that Supriyo
had twice bagged for the
camp — in 2014 and 2019 —
as it fielded fashion de-
signer-cum-saffron camp
member Agnimitra Paul
to counter Sinha.

Supriyo, who left the
BJP after being dropped
from the Union ministry,
is contesting on a TMC
ticket for the Ballygunge
assembly by-poll, to be
held along with the
Asansol election. The Lok

Sabha by-poll has rekin-
dled the ‘insider-outsider’
debate, a poll plank that
helped the TMC trounce
the BJP in last year’s as-
sembly polls, with the rul-
ing TMC at the receiving
end this time as the BJP
has gone all guns blazing
to project Sinha as an “out-
sider”. An industrial belt
known for its coal mines,
steel industries and
Chittaranjan Locomotives,
Asansol in Paschim
Bardhaman district is the
second largest and most
populous city of West
Bengal after Kolkata, as
per the 2011 Census.

Nearly 15 lakh elec-
torate of Asansol are coal

mine workers, factory
workers, and small-time
businessmen. About 45 per
cent of the voters speak
Hindi, and trace their
roots to Jharkhand, Bihar,
and Uttar Pradesh. The
area also has around 15
per cent minority popula-
tion. According to TMC
sources, nominating the
two-time Patna Sahib MP,
who has worked in Delhi
for the better part of his
political career, is part of
the party’s national out-
reach strategy.

Popularly called
‘Shotgun’ by fans for his
straightforward dialogue
deliveries in films, Sinha,
who joined the TMC after
his four-decade-long stint
in BJP and a brief innings
in Congress, however, re-
jected the “outsider” tag
given by his rivals.

“I am no less a Bengali
than any other Bengali. I
am not an outsider. I have
always adored Bengali lan-
guage and Bengali culture.
I have done many films in
Bengal, and the Bengali
language that I speak is
not dubbed,” Sinha,
known for his signature di-
alogue ‘khamosh’ told PTI.

“Like my ‘janmabhoo-
mi’ (birthplace) Bihar,
Bengal has always had my
heart,” the former Union
minister in Atal Bihari
Vajpayee’s cabinet said.

Countering him, Paul,
BJP candidate and MLA
from Asansol Dakshin,
wondered what TMC
would now have to say
about branding BJP lead-
ers from other states as
outsiders ahead of last
year’s assembly elections.

“I was born and raised
here. I am an MLA from
this area. But the TMC
candidate has no links
with either West Bengal or
this place. The TMC used
to term BJP leaders ‘out-
siders’ during assembly
polls. They must explain
this double standard,” she
said, exuding confidence
that her party would be
able to retain the seat.

A senior TMC leader,
who did not wish to be
named, said that the party
fielded Sinha, in its bid to
distance itself from the
Bengali sub-nationalism
poll plank, which is prov-
ing to be a hindrance in
the party’s national expan-
sion plans.

TMC hopes to break Asansol jinx in election

Shatrughan Sinha during roadshow in Asansol.

As Shatrughan 
tries to ‘khamosh’
outsider cries

Nagpur lawyer, his
brother usurped lands,
resorted to fraud: ED

New Delhi, Apr 05 (PTI):

Nagpur-based lawyer
Satish Uke and his brother
“usurped” lands in the city
by creating fake power of at-
torney documents, the ED
alleged on Tuesday. The two
were arrested by the federal
probe agency under the
anti-money laundering law
on March 31 and were later
taken to Mumbai where a
local court remanded them
to Enforcement Directorate
custody till April 6.

The lawyer is known for
filing petitions against sen-
ior BJP leader and former
Maharashtra chief minis-
ter Devendra Fadnavis over
the last few years. The ar-
rests came soon after the ED
raided the lawyer’s resi-
dence in the Parvati Nagar
area of Nagpur that day
(March 31). The ED said its
money laundering case
against the brothers stems
from two FIRs filed by the
Nagpur Police (Ajni Police
station) against the broth-
ers.

The first police FIR was
filed by Mohammad Jaffar,

nephew of Late
Mohammad Samad who
was owner of a five acre
land at Mouza Bokhara in
Nagpur, against Satish Uke
and Pradip Uke who have
allegedly usurped the said
land by creating fake docu-
ments, the ED said in a
statement. The second po-
lice FIR was filed by
Shobharani Rajendra
Nalode, secretary of
Aishwari Sahakari Grih
Nirman Sanstha against
Satish Uke, Pradip Uke and
others alleging that they
have allegedly usurped her
society’s 1.5 acre land situ-
ated at Mouza Babulkheda
in Nagpur, it said.

Satish Uke

‘Attacks orchestrated by Pak,
shows frustration of terrorists’
Srinagar, Apr 05 (PTI):

Jammu and Kashmir
Police chief Dilbag Singh
on Tuesday said the re-
cent attacks on civilians
in the Union Territory
have been orchestrated by
Pakistan and are a sign of
frustration of terror
groups.

“These acts are simply
due to the frustration of
terror groups and diktats
from their masters sitting
in Pakistan. It will not
deter us in discharging
our duties and ensuring
peace at all costs. The se-
curity forces are commit-
ted to this,” Singh, the di-
rector general of police
said.

He said such acts will
not be tolerated and action
against the perpetrators
will be taken in due
course of time.

“These attacks are con-
demnable and have been
rightly condemned in the
civil society. These acts

are inhuman and will not
be tolerated at any cost,”
Singh told PTI after the
wreath-laying ceremony
for Head Constable Vishal
Kumar of the CRPF, who
was killed in a militant at-
tack at Maisuma.

In two other incidents
on Monday, two non-local
labourers were injured in
a terror attack in
Pulwama while a
Kashmiri Pandit shop-
keeper was injured in a
similar attack in Shopian.

“The security forces —
CRPF, J&K Police — are
discharging their respon-
sibilities. We pay our re-

spects to our slain col-
league and our best wish-
es for the injured col-
league for speedy recov-
ery,” Singh said.

The DGP said other in-
cidents in which migrant
labourers were attacked
and a minority communi-
ty member was targeted
“are signs of barbaric and
beastly acts”.

Responding to a ques-
tion, Singh said security
forces have responded pro-
portionately to the in-
creased activity of over
ground workers (OGW) of
the terror groups.

“The OGW presence has
always been there. When
their presence increases,
the action by police and
security forces also in-
creases accordingly. If you
look at the statistics, we
have eliminated 42 terror-
ists in the last three
months and a higher num-
ber of OGWs have been
acted against as per law,”
he said.

Dilbag Singh

Satheesan launches broadside
against CPI(M) on K-Rail project

Thiruvananthapuram, Apr 05 (PTI):

Hours ahead of the
CPI(M) party congress in its
stronghold Kannur district,
Leader of Opposition in the
Kerala Assembly VD
Satheesan on Tuesday
launched a broadside
against the Left government
on the K-Rail issue, alleging
that it was adopting “an ex-
treme right-wing” stand on
the matter.

The Congress leader, who
is actively campaigning
against CPI(M)-led govern-
ment’s flagship K-Rail initia-
tive also known as
SilverLine, warned the rul-
ing party for undermining
the people’s protest against
the multi-crore semi-high

speed railway project, saying
it will become the
“Waterloo” for the party in
Kerala. “The CPI(M)-led gov-
ernment is following the
same right-wing path of the
Narendra Modi-led govern-
ment at the Centre on this
matter. The BJP government
can do this as that party is
extreme right,” Satheesan
said here, adding that the
Left is only a namesake for
the present leadership of the
CPI(M) as a policy shift has
happened to it from the Left
to extreme right. Briefing the

reporters about the ongoing
protests in the state over the
SilverLine rail project here,
the Opposition leader said
the agitation will grow fur-
ther as a mass movement
and become a “Waterloo” for
the CPI(M) in Kerala just as
it lost its base in West Bengal
after Nandigram struggle
that put an end to the over
three-decade old CPI(M) rule
in that state. In 2007, many
farmers were killed in police
firing during an anti-land ac-
quisition stir in Nandigram.

“We support this people’s
agitation against the
SilverLine. Non-bailable
cases have been registered
against our partymen. The
CPI(M) had done the same
thing against the people who
had protested in Nandigram
and Singur. Finally, it be-
came the waterloo for the
CPI(M) in West Bengal.
SiverLine agitation is going
to become waterloo for

CPI(M) in Kerala,”
Satheesan said. The
Paravoor MLA dismissed the
CPI(M) allegation that the
Congress and the BJP have
joined hands to destabilise
the Left government in
Kerala. “That narrative will
not work,” he said as top
leaders of the CPI(M) landed
in Kannur to attend the 23rd
party congress of the Left
party. The five-day long mega
conference of the CPI(M),
known as the Party
Congress, will begin on
Wednesday.

Criticising the BJP’s agita-
tion headed by Union
Minister V Muraleedharan
against the K-Rail project,
Satheesan urged the leader-
ship of the saffron party to
apprise Prime Minister
Narendra Modi of the
protests happening in Kerala
against the project and per-
suade him to declare that it
will not be sanctioned.

VD Satheesan

Take into considera-
tion all environmen-
tal concernsA
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POLITICAL RALLY

Colombia’s vice-presidential candidate for leftist alliance, Francia Marquez (L), dances
during a campaign rally ahead of the May general election, in Medellin, Colombia.

BRIEF
Limiting

Jackson: Mississippi
is the latest
Republican-led state
to ban election offices
from accepting dona-
tions from private
groups for voting op-
erations a movement
fueled by conserva-
tives’ suspicion of do-
nations by Facebook
founder Mark
Zuckerberg.
Mississippi
Republican Gov Tate
Reeves signed House
Bill 1365, and it will
become law July 1. It
says state or local offi-
cials who conduct
elections cannot solic-
it or accept donations.

Hampering
The Hague: Lawyers
for Bolivia said that
Chile’s decision to file
a case at the United
Nations’ top court
about a dispute about
a river that crosses
their border in the
Atacama Desert has
hampered diplomatic
efforts to resolve the
disagreement. The
case between the
Latin American
neighbors at the
International Court of
Justice is focused on a
small water system
but is seen as an op-
portunity to lay down
important jurispru-
dence at present.

Riot
Quito: A clash be-
tween prison gangs
armed with guns and
knives left 20 people
dead, Ecuadorian offi-
cials said, and they
announced that they
had fully regained
control of the peniten-
tiary. Interior
Minister Patricio
Carrillo said five of
the dead had been mu-
tilated, six hanged
and one poisoned dur-
ing the clash in Turi,
about 310 kilometers
south of the capital.
At least five people
had serious injuries,
linked the riot to a
criminal economy.

Reviews 
London: The UK’s
health service has
launched a new re-
view to promote the
importance of
Vitamin D and iden-
tify ways to improve
intake across the
population, especial-
ly among those most
likely to be deficient
such as South
Asians. Vitamin D
deficiency is linked
to rickets in children
and bone pain and
muscle weakness in
adults.

Landslide
Sydney: A British
family of five was
caught in a landslide
while walking in
Australia’s Blue
Mountains, and the
father and 9-year-old
son died. The mother
and their teenage
son were critically
injured. The land-
slide on a walking
path at Wentworth
Pass, a popular
tourist destination in
the mountains west
of Sydney, was re-
ported to emergency
services.

Trial
Moscow: The trial of
a former journalist
who has remained
behind bars for more
than 20 months on
charges of passing
military secrets to
Czech intelligence
began in a Moscow
court. Ivan Safronov
has vociferously in-
sisted on his inno-
cence, while he and
many of his col-
leagues have dis-
missed the charges
as absurd.

Beijing, Apr 05 (AP):

The COVID-19 outbreak
in China’s largest metropo-
lis of Shanghai remains ‘ex-
tremely grim’ amid an ongo-
ing lockdown confining
around 26 million people to
their homes, a city official
said Tuesday.

Director of Shanghai’s
working group on epidemic
control, Gu Honghui, was
quoted by state media as
saying that the outbreak in
the city was ‘still running at
a high level.’ ‘The situation
is extremely grim,’ Gu said.

China has sent more than
10,000 health workers from
around the country to aid
the city, including 2,000 from
the military, and is mass
testing residents, some of
whom have been locked
down for weeks. Most of
eastern Shanghai, which
was supposed to reopen last

Friday, remained locked
down along with the west-
ern half of the city.
Shanghai recorded another
13,354 cases the vast majori-
ty of them asymptomatic
bringing the city’s total to
more than 73,000 since the
latest wave of infections
began last month. No deaths
have been ascribed to the
outbreak driven by the omi-

cron BA.2 variant, which is
much more infectious but
also less lethal than the pre-
vious delta strain. A sepa-
rate outbreak continues to
rage in the northeastern
province of Jilin and the
capital Beijing also saw an
additional nine cases, just
one of them asymptomatic.
Workers shut down an en-
tire shopping center in the

city where a case had been
detected.

While China’s vaccina-
tion rate hovers around
90%, its domestically pro-
duced inactivated virus vac-
cines are seen as weaker
than the mRNA vaccines
such as those produced by
Pfizer-BioNTech and
Moderna that are used
abroad, as well as in the
Chinese territories of Hong
Kong and Macao.
Vaccination rates among
the elderly are also much
lower than the population at
large, with only around half
of those over 80 fully vacci-
nated. Meanwhile, com-
plaints have arisen in
Shanghai over difficulties
obtaining food and daily ne-
cessities, and shortages of
medical workers, volunteers
and beds in isolation wards
where tens of thousands are
being kept for observation.

COVID outbreak grim as
Shanghai extends lockdown

Women walk by a barricaded Galaxy Soho in Shanghai on Tuesday.

Caracas, Apr 05 (AP):

The ground shook at
the instant the voice of
Mexican music star
Alejandro Fernandez col-
lided with the deafening
cheers of fans gathered
for his first concert in
Venezuela in over a
decade. After an initial
shocked pause at seeing
the artist finally take the
stage, the crowd, cell-
phones in hand, joined
him in singing ‘Sin
Tantita Pena’ ‘Without
Too Much Pity.’

‘It’s beautiful to be in
Venezuela,’ he said to
screams and whistles
from the sold-out audi-
ence, some of whom had
taken out loans to see
him perform last month
at a 5,000-capacity theater
in Caracas, the capital.

‘Beautiful, dear,
Venezuela that I always
carry in my heart.’

Prominent artists are
returning to stages in the
South American country
this year after leaving it
out of tours for years.
Multilingual vocal group
Il Divo and Latin
Grammy-winning singer-
songwriter Kany Garcia
are among those with
scheduled concerts. But
with ticket prices ranging
from $55 to upward of
$600, the events are sym-
bols of great inequality
in an impoverished na-
tion.

Superstars like the
Backstreet Boys once
drew fans to sleep outside
a Caracas arena for days
as they lined up for tick-
ets. Guns N’ Roses and
Shakira came to town. So

did Juanes, whose 2008
tour included multiple
cities in Venezuela.

Major concerts, howev-
er, became more sporadic
starting around 2010.
They vanished almost
completely a few years
later when the country
fell into a political, social
and economic crisis that
eliminated jobs even as
inflation collapsed the
purchasing power of mil-
lions.

About three quarters of
Venezuela’s population
still lives on less than
$1.90 a day, considered the
international standard
for extreme poverty. But
for those who have found
good private-sector jobs,
entered the gig economy
or have a business, partic-
ularly in Caracas, things
are looking up.

Music stars return to Venezuela
after skipping it for years

Cairo, Apr 05 (AP):

Each day brings new fi-
nancial burdens for Ikhlas
Zakaria, a single mother of
six who sells cups of tea at
a roadside stand in a
provincial town in Sudan.

Prices for basic goods have
skyrocketed, and at times
she can only provide one
meal a day for her chil-
dren. The cost of the water
she boils for tea has dou-
bled. Two of her children
dropped out of school a

few months ago to work in
the fields, but their earn-
ings are shrinking as dry
spells hurt harvests.

‘The situation has be-
come impossible,’ said
Zakaria who lives in the
war-ravaged Darfur re-
gion and whose husband
left several years ago.

Across Sudan, living
conditions have rapidly
deteriorated since an
October military coup sent
an already fragile econo-
my into free-fall. The
Russian invasion of
Ukraine and currency de-
valuations have com-
pounded the economic
pain. The Oct. 25 military
takeover upended Sudan’s
transition to democratic
rule after three decades of
repression and interna-

tional isolation under au-
tocratic President Omar
al-Bashir. The African na-
tion has been on a fragile
path to democracy since a
popular uprising forced
the military to remove al-
Bashir and his Islamist
government in April 2019.

The coup also stalled
two years of efforts by the
deposed government of
Prime Minister Abdalla
Hamdok to overhaul the
economy with billions of
dollars in loans and aid
from major Western gov-
ernments and internation-
al financial institutions.
Such support was sus-
pended after the coup.

The previous govern-
ment also floated its cur-
rency to stop black market
trading.

Sudanese go hungry as prices
rise in wake of coup

Sudanese demonstrators walk across a roadblock in
capital Khartoum.

United Nations, Apr 05 (AP):

A top official in the glob-
al campaign against the
use of land mines urged
Russia to stop its troops in
Ukraine from laying the
weapons that too often kill
and maim civilians.

Alicia Arango Olmos,
Colombia’s ambassador to
the United Nations in
Geneva and this year’s
president of the state par-
ties to the 1997 convention
banning the production
and use of land mines, ex-
pressed deep concern at
media reports that Russia
is using land mines in its
war in Ukraine.

She pointed to Human
Rights Watch, which said
on March 29 that
Ukrainian explosive ord-
nance disposal techni-
cians located banned anti-
personnel mines in the
eastern Kharkiv region a
day earlier. The rights
group said Russia is
known to possess the type
of mines that were discov-
ered, but Ukraine doesn’t

have them. Arango Olmos
said at a news conference
at the International Day
for Mine Awareness and
Assistance in Mine Action
— that Ukraine is one of
the 164 state parties to the
convention, but Russia is
not. She said her appeal to
Russia is: ‘Anti-personnel
mines only cause victims,
they don’t resolve any type
of problem.’

‘So please, Russians,
please stop using it, be-
cause many of the people
that are victims of land

mines have nothing to do
with what’s happening be-
tween Ukraine and
Russia,’ Arango Olmos
said. Prince Mired of
Jordan, the special envoy
trying to make the land-
mine convention univer-
sal, said about 80% of the
world’s nations are parties
to the convention. He said
33 countries have not
joined, among them some
that may collectively hold
tens of millions of anti-
personnel mines in mili-
tary warehouses and un-

fortunately have buried
millions more in the
ground.

Some countries that are
not parties have ‘the
power to significantly turn
the tide and eliminate this
horrendous weapon such
as China, India, Pakistan,
Russia and the United
States,’ he said. ‘A coordi-
nated and concerted effort
is needed at the highest
level in order to achieve
further accessions. This
will not be easy, but it’s
possible.’ Meanwhile,
Germany’s president is ad-
mitting mistakes in policy
toward Russia in his previ-
ous job as foreign minister.

President Frank-Walter
Steinmeier served twice as
ex-Chancellor Angela
Merkel’s foreign minister,
most recently from 2013 to
2017, and before that as ex-
Chancellor Gerhard
Schroeder’s chief of staff.
In that time, Germany
pursued dialogue with
Russian President
Vladimir Putin and culti-
vated close energy ties.

Russia urged to stop using land mines in war

Anti tank mines are displayed on a bridge in Bucha, in the
outskirts of Kyiv, Ukraine.

Reason for COVID-19 causing
long-term pain found

Washington, Apr 05 (PTI):

Scientists have found im-
portant insights into how
SARS-CoV-2, the virus that
causes COVID-19, can lead
to long-term pain, an ad-
vance that could lead to a
potential therapy for the
disorder.

The experiments in-
volved a hamster model of
intranasal COVID-19 infec-
tion that closely reflects
symptoms experienced by
people. “A significant num-
ber of people suffering
from long COVID experi-
ence sensory abnormali-
ties, including various
forms of pain,” said Randal
Serafini, a PhD candidate
at the Icahn School of
Medicine at Mount Sinai in
the US.

“We used RNA sequenc-
ing to get a snapshot of the
biochemical changes
SARS-CoV-2 triggers in a
pain-transmitting struc-
ture called dorsal root gan-
glia, Serafini said.

Using a hamster model of
SARS-CoV-2 infection, the
researchers found that
infection left a gene ex-
pression signature in the
dorsal root ganglia that
remained even after the
virus cleared. The signa-
ture matched gene ex-
pression patterns seen in
pain caused by other con-
ditions, they said. The re-
search was presented at
the American Society for
Pharmacology and
E x p e r i m e n t a l
Therapeutics annual
meeting held between
April 2-5 in Philadelphia,
US. “Our findings could
potentially lead to new
therapies for patients suf-
fering from acute and
long COVID, as well as
other pain conditions,”
said Serafini. “Our study
also shows that SARS-
CoV-2 causes long-term
effects on the body in
drastically new ways,
further underscoring
why people should try to

avoid being infected,” the
scientist said.

Canberra, Apr 05 (AP):

Australia has accelerat-
ed plans to buy long-range
strike missiles years
ahead of schedule be-
cause of growing threats
posed by Russia and
China.

Defense Minister Peter
Dutton said Tuesday the
accelerated rearming of
fighter jets and warships
would cost 3.5 billion
Australian dollars ($2.6
billion) and increase
Australia’s deterrence to
potential adversaries.

‘There was a working
assumption that an act of
aggression by China to-
ward Taiwan might take
place in the 2040s. I think

that timeline now has
been dramatically com-
pressed,’ Dutton told
Seven Network television.

‘When we look at what’s

happened in the Ukraine,
there is the prospect of
Russian going into Poland
or somewhere else in
Europe. That would be a

repeat of the 1930s and
that’s not something that
we should allow to hap-
pen,’ Dutton added, refer-
ring to the beginning of
World War II.

Under a revised
timetable, FA-18F Super
Hornet fighter jets would
be armed with improved
US-manufactured air-to-
surface missiles by 2024,
three years earlier than
planned. The JASSM-ER
missiles would enable
fighters to engaged tar-
gets at a range of 900 kilo-
meters (560 miles).

Australia’s ANZAC
Class frigates and Hobart
Class destroyers would be
equipped with
N o r w e g i a n - m a d e

Kongsberg NSM missiles
by 2024, five years ahead
of schedule.

The missiles would
more than double the war-
ships’ strike range.

The new rearmament
timetable comes after the
Solomon Islands an-
nounced a draft security
pact with China. Under its
terms, China could send
military personnel to the
South Pacific islands to
help maintain order and
for other reasons. It could
also send warships to the
Solomons for stopovers
and to replenish supplies,
which had led to specula-
tion about the possibility
of a Chinese naval base
there.

Australia accelerates missile upgrade due to growing threats

Australia’s Defence Minister Peter Dutton stand next to
an anti-ship missile in Sydney, Tuesday.
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Life lessons
There is much that we humans
can learn from the family traits
and courtly behavior of ele-
phants. Among big animals, ele-
phants have the largest brain,
with an African elephant weigh-
ing around 4618 gms, (approxi-
mately 10 pounds) which is
three times heavier than the
human brain. No wonder then
that elephants have attracted
the admiration and curiosity of
human beings for thousands of
years. Scientists have long
observed that related elephant
mothers and their children stay
together throughout life in
tight-knit clans, caring for one
another's children and forming
protective circles around calves
when threatened by lions and
poachers. Elephant clan mem-
bers talk to one another with a
combination of gentle chirps,
thunderous trumpets and low-
frequency rumbles, unde-
tectable to humans. They delib-
erate among themselves, make
group decisions and applaud
themselves for their achieve-
ments. "Being part of an ele-
phant family is all about unity
and working together for the
greater good," says Joyce Poole,
one of the world's foremost ele-
phant experts and co-founder of
'Elephant Voices', which pro-
motes the study and ethical
care of elephants.

RRaannggaannaatthhaann,,  vviiaa  eemmaaiill

Low profile
Neeraj Chopra, the lad from
Haryana created history and
made the nation proud by win-
ning the gold medal in the
javelin throw event in the last
Tokyo Olympics. Our own
Lovlina Borgohain also made
the nation proud by winning
the bronze medal in women's
welterweight boxing and, nat-
urally, we were ecstatic.
Celebrations and felicitations
were going on across the
State till a few days back.
Overnight, she has been made
DSP in Assam Police, which
she very rightly deserves. But
we know that all good things
usually come to an end. We all
know that Lovlina will not be
getting younger in the coming
days and she should be given
breathing space to focus on
her workouts for the next
Paris Olympics. Neeraj
Chopra, the gold medallist, on
the other hand, is maintaining
a low profile and concentrat-
ing on his daily routine with an
eye on repeating the same
performance in the Paris
Olympics. The Haryana
Government also seems to be
very down-to-earth in this
regard, curtailing all felicita-
tion programmes in the State.
Neeraj Chopra is hardly seen
in any commercial ads, nor is
he daily projected in the local
print and electronic media.
We, the Axomiyas, are very
emotional, the Haryanvis are
not. We celebrate instantly
and forget in the next
moment. Hima Das is the glar-
ing example. I wish both
Neeraj and Lovlina all the
best.

AAsshhiimm,,  vviiaa  eemmaaiill

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

WHAT THEY TWEET!

DDeeeeppaakk@@
ddeeeeppaakksshheennooyy

I love it when commentary
goes "India is helping rus-
sia avoid sanctions" as in

trading in INR. Europe and
US continue to import from

Russia, with Europe 
actually increasing its
imports recently, and

they'll soon cower and pay
in Rubles.  Countries act in

their best interest.

MMKKBBhhaaddrraa@@BBhhaaddrraaPPuunncchh
Bajwa behaving per playbook!
Historically, this is the kind of 

dissimulation Pak army chiefs put on
to burnish image in the West - that
they're inherently  reasonable men
seeking peace & reconciliation - in

the run-up to a takeover.
Very disturbing.

kkuullddeeeepp@@ttaannwwaarr44
Think, Decide & Act....Sri Lanka was
developing very fast in the last 70

years, children were studying, youth
were investing their energy in jobs,

trade and construction, schools, 
hospitals, electricity, water, roads

and industries were being built 
rapidly in the country.

JJaayy@@jjaayy__kkoottaakkoonnee
India vs France & the UK 1. 
Same GDP 2. Faster GDP

growth 3. 15x Population 4.
5-10x Land area 5. Larger

stock market cap, army size
& defense spend 6.

Democracy Why is India not
a G7 or UN Security Council

permanent member like
France/UK? Treat us as 
partners, not a colony.

CChhoouuddhhaarryy@@lliisstteennsshhaahhiidd
NH-44 #Pulwama: ' A journey measured in moments, not miles' !

SS  RRooyy@@CChhoowwddhhuurryy0011
The thing about being an Indian
trained in French history living in

the US is that you are tied (forever)
to three countries with strong

exceptionalist self-images and have
to keep explaining, defending, and

critiquing all at the same time.

T he contentious bill providing for legal sanction
to police to obtain physical and biological sam-

ples of convicts and detainees for investigation in
criminal matters was passed by Lok Sabha, with
Home Minister Amit Shah asserting it will act as a de-
fender of human rights of law-abiding citizens. He
also sought to allay the concerns voiced by MPs about
invasion of privacy, insisting all data collected under
the proposed law will be protected. The bill, which
seeks to replace the Identification of Prisoners Act,
1920, was passed by a voice vote after Shah assuaged
the concerns raised by the Opposition, which claimed
the draft law was "draconian" and could convert India
into a "police state". National Crime Records Bureau
(NCRB) will be the sole custodian of the data and that
no party or private player be involved in the process.
Citing poor conviction rate in cases relating to the
Indian Penal Code, including rape and crime against
women, some experts say repeat offenders can be
caught using data available with police. With advent
of digital age in India, crime investigation has be-
come more complex. Now, the government should also
bring in data protection law so that chances of misuse
are minimised with loopholes. The criminal justice
system can be divided into two parts. The first defines
the elements of a particular crime and specifies the
punishment. The second part determines the way in
which prosecution and justice will be done. The first
part comes under the penal code while the second part
is called the code of criminal procedure. The penal
code defines a crime, for instance, as murder or rape
and it will also provide punishment to be given once
the crime is proved. The code of criminal procedure
on the other hand will determine the way in which
the police, prosecutors and magistrates or judges will
act during the investigation and trial of the case.
During the initial years of colonial rule, East India
Company did not have its own courts. Civil and crimi-
nal justice was under the rulers of different
provinces. Some Indian states even had different
courts for different religions, but after the British
conquest of Bengal the system started becoming more
uniform. In the last decade of the 18th century, Lord
Cornwallis made changes in the criminal justice sys-
tem and British judges replaced their Indian counter-
parts in 'Fauzdari Adalats'. As the Raj expanded,
courts were established in different parts of India.
The code of criminal procedure was enacted for the
first time in 1861 as part of a series of criminal law re-
forms undertaken by the Raj in the wake of the 1857
mutiny. That the 1861 CrPC was designed to rein in re-
bellious natives was evident from the immunity it
conferred on whites from the criminal jurisdiction of
district courts. Only high courts could then try
European British subjects. In an incremental reform,
the next version of CrPC enacted in 1872 provided
that a magistrate could try a European British subject
if he was himself one. The next landmark in codifica-
tion was the 1882 CrPC which empowered Indian mag-
istrates too to exercise jurisdiction over whites but
they could do so only in presidency towns. The CrPC
of 1898 contained further reforms towards providing
a uniform law of criminal procedure for the whole of
India. The British legacy in this respect was carried
on by independent India till CrPC was recast again in
1973. There have since been at least eight major
amendments to the code. CrPC needs to keep up with
developments of technology, hence the latest amend-
ment becomes relevant for digital age.

Updating procedure

T he UN High Commissioner for Human Rights
will visit China in May. In her announcement,

Michelle Bachelet explained that the tour will also
stop in Xinjiang, where activists and independent ex-
perts say the Chinese government is holding one mil-
lion Uighurs and other Turkic-speaking minorities of
the Islamic faith in concentration and labour camps.
These groups know how deceptive communist China
is, but this knowledge is theoretical, and a general
hypothesis without further consideration of how the
deceptive aspects of this system subtly manifest in
real life and how this system diligently hides the
truth. This deception can be planned in such a way
that even people within it may be unable to recognize
it fully. While a few may be aware of it, they still find
it difficult to describe it concretely and comprehen-
sively. Nowadays while the Chinese live under the
rule of the CCP, to be a communist isn't only a name,
this system is a more complicated and layered identi-
ty. In reality, the CCP utilizes an eclectic mix of all so-
cial systems, advancing its own interests. These sys-
tems emulate some aspects of Nazism, progressing to
greater levels of sophistication through learning
from the past. For example, the discovery of mass
graves as evidence of the genocide committed by
Nazis. To prevent such a discovery in the future, the
Chinese have diligently and systematically cremated
the bodies of Uyghur victims, among whom some
were still breathing, struggling to survive. This also
applies to China's advancement of cruel torture and
murder techniques, not available to Nazism when
committing the Holocaust. It is worth exploring how
the Chinese deceived their best friends, Pakistanis. A
group of Pakistanis expressed their wish to pay a
visit to houses of local Uyghurs. A farmer tried to
give the visitors some hints at the whole deceptive
game. This farmer was allegedly arrested for "tar-
nishing the image of the country". The worst part of
communists is not only achieving individual physical
submission, but to try controlling the collective
minds of the people, and be always successful in
doing so. The critical point is this, if China deceives
its most trustworthy friend, Pakistanis, in this way,
even though it is not necessary to do so, what stops it
from deceiving the whole world about the crimes
against humanity it is committing now. Many of ide-
alist leftists and self-identified liberals and commu-
nists fall for deception by China.

Deception by China
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People walk through Bryant Park in Manhattan area of New York City in US.

HH ow people in low-income
communities are coping with

heating cities could set the exam-
ple for future heat-stressed citizens
to follow. As the world's cities and
towns heat up, authorities and gov-
ernments often tell people to shel-
ter indoors or use active cooling
like electric fans or air condition-
ers. Urban areas can be between 4
and 10 degrees hotter than sur-
rounding rural areas. For most
urban residents the answer is to
crank up the air conditioning. But
the electricity use ultimately
makes climate change worse, and
for the city's poorest residents, the
cost is too much to bear.

But how do you follow this
advice when your home is made of
scrap metal and wood, your access
to electricity averages around four
hours per day, or your modest
income is already spent on food
and simply can't be extended to
cooling?

By 2050, more than one billion
people, including those living in
some of the poorest parts of the
planet, could face extreme heat
stress unlike anyone in recorded
human history. Experts, along with
the Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change are asking: how
will these populations adapt?

An international team of anthro-
pologists, geographers, engineers,
urban planners, architects and epi-
demiologists are finding some
answers by studying how people

are coping with hot conditions in
Karachi, Jakarta, Hyderabad, and
Douala. In these cities, many peo-
ple effectively live 'off-grid' with
unreliable access to quality hous-
ing, water, electricity, shelter and
shade. The pandemic only left them
more confined, forced to deal with
heat-related illness, even during
periods of cooler weather.

In a survey of 4,564 low-income
residents, only seven people
reported having or using an air con-
ditioning unit; and only 34 percent
of respondents reported using an
electric fan as their primary cooling
method when it was hot. Some 40
percent of all respondents had less
than 12 hours of electricity per day.
The lack of readily available water,
which in some cases was further
reduced during COVID-19 meas-
ures, was also closely correlated
with symptoms of heat related ill-
ness, such as blurred vision.

Surveyed respondents in
Indonesia, Pakistan, India and
Cameroon with metal roofing were
43% more likely to go outside to
escape the heat than people with
other roofing. How they coped
could set the example for future
heat-stressed citizens to follow,
from obvious, well documented
practices, like increasing airflow or
ventilation, to using incidental
shade provided by street trees or
urban infrastructures like flyovers.

Other informal strategies includ-
ed visiting neighbours or relatives
and using water, not for hydration,
but bathing and wetting down the
interior surfaces of homes. Many of
these practices are rarely present
in urban heat-action plans devel-
oped by city authorities or govern-
ments. 

These cooling strategies don't
occur in a vacuum. They are
enabled by a range of social, cul-
tural, technical and economic
structures that make them possible
or permissible. For example,
women often have less access to

shade and cooler public places due
to cultural norms and safety con-
cerns about being outside, particu-
larly when high-density informal
housing means 'outside' is a public
domain.

Water is used very differently in
response to heat across Karachi,
Jakarta, Hyderabad, and Douala.
Bathing was the most common
strategy in the Pakistani city of
Karachi (used by about a fifth of
the population), yet not mentioned
at all in the Indian city of
Hyderabad, pointing to the need to
carefully consider resource avail-
ability and cultural norms for how
water is used. 

Survey respondents in Karachi,
Pakistan were more likely to cool
down with a bath or shower than
respondents in other surveyed
places. The difference suggests
that local customs and water
scarcity play a part in how people
respond to extreme heat.

Policymakers can identify,
recognise and assist low-tech,
energy-efficient and water-effi-
cient strategies already being used
across low-income communities.
Some of these can be supported
through tweaks informed by the
latest science for example, consid-
ering when using a fan helps, when
it hinders heat loss, and when small
amounts of water or ice can help
effectively cool homes and bodies.

There is an assumption that
basic access to electricity, water,
and shelter is always available they
aren't. Policy focus should not only
be on the emergency provision of
water, electricity and shelter dur-
ing extreme heat events. This is a
very expensive band-aid for an
arterial bleed. Extreme heat is not
only a short-term event in the glob-
al tropics, populations are also
exposed seasonally, or all year-
round. Ensuring basic access to
water, power and shelter all the
time or at least much more of it is
crucial. In rapidly developing parts

of the world, policies that assume a
standardised built environment,
occupied by geographically stable,
atomistic households with reliable
incomes don't reflect reality. They
also overlook opportunities for
novel solutions to managing heat in
a warming world. For example,
informal electricity connections
(either directly to the grid, or via a
neighbour) have played a crucial
role in providing energy and reduc-
ing heat stress for the lowest
income groups. Rather than malign
'illegal connections', city authori-
ties need to support community
connections that maintain safety
while providing flexible access.

Low-tech interventions are not a
panacea to climate change. The
shade of a tree, appropriate use of
fans, or improved ventilation of
homes only works as long as out-
door conditions remain survivable.
This might not be the case in many
regions by 2050.

We can still feasibly protect the
global poor from the heat at the
current 1-1.5 degree Celsius limit,
but not so at 2 degree Celsius when
temperatures will become too
much for the human body to bear.
Staying under 1.5 degree Celsius
means low-tech responses have a
higher chance of working. Beyond
that, their efficacy drops off rapid-
ly.

Adapting to extreme heat isn't
new communities have a range of
localised responses that are deeply
embedded in their social and cul-
tural circumstances. Paying atten-
tion to everyday strategies is a
foundation stone for reducing heat-
health risk now and in the future.
But it's a foundation on unstable
ground only limiting warming to 1.5
degree Celsius will give the house a
chance of standing.

((EEllssppeetthh  OOppppeerrmmaannnn  iiss
rreesseeaarrcchheerr  aatt  LLuuddwwiigg--MMaaxxiimmiilliiaannss
UUnniivveerrssiittyy,,  MMuunniicchh  aanndd  JJaammiiee  CCrroossss
iiss  PPrrooffeessssoorr  aatt  tthhee  UUnniivveerrssiittyy  ooff
EEddiinnbbuurrgghh..))

Surviving extreme heat in slums

SSaaddhhaavvii  KKhhoossllaa@@ssaaddhhaavvii
Social Media when introduced 

was meant to break the boundaries
across the nations; bring people
together, networking, find old

school friends…(it did all of this for
sometime), but eventually created

walls btwn people, echo 
chambers, groupism, Us vs Them.

Lost its own purpose!

WALK IN PARK

ELSPETH OPPERMANN
& JAMIE CROSS
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Integrate

New Delhi: Meesho
will integrate its gro-
cery vertical in the
core app, in line with
its vision to become a
single shopping desti-
nation for the next bil-
lion users in India,
CEO Vidit Aatrey
said. Meesho
Superstore currently
provides 500 products
across categories.

Chargers
Mumbai: Solar-pow-
ered EV charging solu-
tions provider ATUM
Charge on Tuesday
said it has completed
the installation of 250
Universal Electric
Vehicle charging sta-
tions across India in
just six months. Of the
250 stations, as many
as 36 have been set up
in Maharashtra, 44 in
Tamil Nadu, 48 in
Telangana, 23 each in
Andhra Pradesh,
Karnataka and West
Bengal, 15 in Uttar
Pradesh, 14 in Haryana
and 24 in Odisha, the
company said.

Stake

New Delhi: Anarock
has acquired 75 per
cent stake in myHQ, a
booking platform for
co-working spaces.
Anarock Chairman
Anuj Puri told PTI
that it sees huge busi-
ness potential in the
flexible workspace
segment as the de-
mand from corpo-
rates, individuals.

Commissions
New Delhi: Tata
Power Solar has com-
missioned a 160 MW
AC solar project at
Jetstar in Rajasthan.
Around 6,75,000
monocrystalline PV
modules were used in
this installation and it
will produce 387 mil-
lion units of energy
per year.

Growth

New Delhi: Dell
Technologies India
registered a record an-
nual business growth
of 64 per cent in the fi-
nancial year ended
December 2021. MD
Alok Ohrie told PTI
that its demand veloci-
ty reflects how busi-
nesses continue to pri-
oritise their digital
transformation.

Acquires
New Delhi:
Integrated diagnostic
service provider,
Manipal HealthMap
on Tuesday said it has
acquired a majority
stake in Hyderabad-
based Medcis
Pathlabs Pvt Ltd.

New Delhi, Apr 05 (PTI):

Parliament on Tuesday
approved a bill to revamp
the functioning of the insti-
tutes of chartered account-
ants, cost accountants and
company secretaries, with
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman asserting that
the changes will not impact
the autonomy of these bod-
ies.

Rajya Sabha passed the
Chartered Accountants,
the Cost and Works
Accountants and the
Company Secretaries
(Amendment) Bill, 2022
with a voice vote after
negating all amendments
moved by the Opposition.
Lok Sabha had cleared the
bill on March 30, 2022.

The legislation seeks to
appoint non-Chartered
Accountant (CA), non-cost
accountant and non-com-
pany secretary as the pre-
siding officer of the disci-
plinary committees of the
respective institutes.

The Congress, TMC,

DMK and YSRCP opposed
the bill, citing "infirmities"
and alleging that it was a
blatant attack on profes-
sional autonomy.

The three institutes are
the Institute of Chartered
Accountants of India
(ICAI), Institute of Cost
Accountants of India (for-
merly known as ICWAI),
and Institute of Company
Secretaries of India (ICSI).

The bill amends the
Chartered Accountants
Act, 1949, the Cost and
Works Accountants Act,
1959, and the Company

Secretaries Act, 1980.
Among other things, the

bill provides for the setting
up of a coordination com-
mittee headed by the
Secretary of the Ministry
of Corporate Affairs. It will
have representations from
the three institutes.

The bill also provides for
registration of firms with
the institutes and it will
help in paving the way for
Indian accountancy firms
to grow big, she said.

It also proposes to en-
hance the quantum of fines
for partners and firms

found guilty of miscon-
duct.

The Congress, TMC,
DMK and YSRCP on
Tuesday opposed the bill to
amend laws governing
chartered accountancy, cost
accountancy and company
secretaries, citing infirmi-
ties in the bill and alleging
that it was a blatant attack
on professional autonomy.

After Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman
moved the Chartered
Accountants, the Cost and
Works Accountants and the
Company Secretaries
(Amendment) Bill, 2022 for
consideration and passage
in the Rajya Sabha, the dis-
cussion started in the
Upper House.

BJP member Suresh
Prabhu, who is also a char-
tered accountant, defended
the bill, saying the Institute
of Chartered Accountants
of India (ICAI) has accept-
ed most of the proposals
mooted by the concerned
ministry in this important
piece of legislation.

Parliament approves
accountancy bill

Nirmala Sitharaman

Mumbai, Apr 05: 
Nithia Capital (Nithia), a glob-
al advisory and investment
firm announced that they have
completed the acquisition of
Crest Steel and Power Pvt Ltd
(CREST) for a total considera-
tion in excess of INR
600Crores (US$ 80Mn). This
acquisition was completed in
partnership with Amalgam
Steel Private Limited (ASPL)
with Nithia retaining majority
control of the partnership.
Located in Durg, Chhattisgarh,
CREST is an integrated steel
plant with a current sponge
iron capacity of 225 KTPA and
steel billet capacity of 80
KTPA. CREST has over 400
acres of land and extensive
room for brownfield expansion
with a private railway siding,
which has been identified as
part of the planned growth
capex projects. These include
completion of the 1,500 KTPA
iron ore pellet plant and near
doubling of the manufacturing
capacities for sponge iron and
steel billet. Commenting, Jai
Saraf, Founder and CEO of
Nithia Capital said, “The
acquisition of CREST is an
important and strategic step
for Nithia and is our second
steel investment in India. 

Nithia Capital 
completes 

acquisition of CREST

Mumbai, Apr 05 (PTI):

Equity benchmark
Sensex dropped over 430
points on Tuesday as in-
vestors booked profits in
banking and financial
stocks after sharp gains in
the previous session.

Investor focus returned
to the Russia-Ukraine war
and rising oil prices,
traders said.

The 30-share BSE gauge
ended 435.24 points or 0.72
per cent lower at 60,176.50.
Similarly, the NSE Nifty
shed 96 points or 0.53 per
cent to close at 17,957.40.

HDFC Bank was the top
loser in the Sensex pack,
followed by Bajaj Finserv,
HDFC, Kotak Bank,
IndusInd Bank, Bajaj
Finance and Reliance
Industries.

On the other hand,
NTPC, PowerGrid, ITC,
Titan, TCS and Nestle

India were among the
gainers, surging up to 3.40
per cent.

Of the Sensex con-
stituents, 17 shares closed
lower while 13 were in the
green.

Banking and financial
indices fell sharply, up to
1.33 per cent, while the
power segment rallied 3.38
per cent.

Elsewhere in Asia,
bourses in Shanghai,
Hong Kong, Tokyo and
Seoul closed on a firm foot-
ing.

Stock exchanges in
Europe were trading on a
negative note in mid-ses-
sion deals. Germany's
DAX gained 0.1% to
14,536.78, while the CAC 40
in Paris lost 0.6% to
6,689.80. Britain's FTSE 100
shed 0.2% to 7,545.38. The
futures for the S&P 500
and the Dow industrials
slipped 0.2%.

Sensex tumbles over 430 pts,
Nifty slips below 18,000

Mumbai, Apr 05 (PTI):

The rupee continued its
winning momentum on
Tuesday, rising 25 paise to
settle at 75.28 (provisional)
against the US dollar, as
the American currency
and crude oil prices re-
treated from recent high
levels.

Forex traders said weak-
ness in the US dollar
against its key rivals
boosted investor senti-
ment, even as the domestic
equities settled on a nega-
tive note.

At the interbank forex
market, the domestic unit
opened at 75.54 against the
US dollar and touched an
intra-day high of 75.28 and
finally closed at 75.28, reg-
istering a rise of 25 paise
over its previous close.

On Monday, the rupee
started the financial year
2022-23 on a bullish note,

spurting 21 paise to close
at a one month-high of
75.53.

Meanwhile, the dollar
index, which gauges the
greenback's strength
against a basket of six cur-
rencies, was trading 0.09
per cent down at 98.90.

"Persistent risk-on senti-
ments, weak dollar index
and stronger regional
(Asian) currencies have
been supporting the local
unit in northbound move-
ment," said Dilip Parmar,
Research Analyst, HDFC
Securities.

"On the global front, in-
vestors are assessing
measures taken against
Russia and the outlook for
China's economic growth
as Shanghai remained in
lockdown. Near-term
focus will remain RBI
monetary policy decision
and stance," Parmar
added. Bullion prices fell.

Rupee surges 25 paise at 75.28
against USD, bullion falls

Mumbai, Apr 05: 

Windergy India 2022, the
upcoming mega wind en-
ergy trade fair and confer-
ence, is all set to enhance
the wind energy eco-sys-
tem by deliberating and fa-
cilitating quicker migra-
tion to clean energy in
sync with national resolve.

The three-day mega
wind energy event will be
held at Pragati Maidan,
New Delhi fromApril 27-
29, 2022 and will focus on
fulfilling national commit-
ment of quick migration
to clean energy of which
wind energy is one of the
pivotal pillars.

R. K. Singh, Cabinet
Minister for Power and
New & Renewable Energy,
Government of India,
Bhagwanth Khuba,
Minister of State for New
& Renewable Energy,

Chemicals and Fertilizers,
Government of India, The
Danish Ambassador His
Excellency Freddy Svane,
amidst other dignitaries
and industry stalwarts
would be part of the high
level conference that
would run concurrently
with the tradefair. The at-
tendees can gain by meet-
ing over 150 companies
displaying their product,
solutions and technology
prowess at the show. With
2 days of intense delibera-
tions along with the 3-day
exhibition, it offers un-
matched networking and
business opportunities for
participants.

In order to reduce de-
pendency on fossil fuel
and achieve the target of
net-zero emission by 2070,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi at COP26
(November 2021) pledged

five key targets towards
fulfilment of this objec-
tive. These include: (i)
Increasing country’s non-
fossil energy capacity to
500 GW by 2030 (ii) 50 per-
cent of country’s energy
requirements to come
from renewable energy
by 2030 (iii) Reduction of
total projected carbon
emissions by one billion
tons from now till 2030
(iv) By 2030, India will re-
duce the carbon intensity
of its economy by more
than 45 percent (v) By the
year 2070, India will
achieve the target of Net-
Zero. And, wind energy
will play a pivotal role in
achieving the above ob-
jectives and has already
made impressive
progress in terms of ca-
pacity addition, manufac-
turing capabilities and
other areas.

Wind energy trade fair, conference to
focus on quick migration to clean energy

New Delhi, Apr 05 (PTI):

Capital markets regulator Sebi
on Tuesday said individual
investors applying in public
issues of equity shares and
convertibles can use Unified
Payment Interface (UPI) for
application amount up to Rs 5
lakh.
Also, they have been asked to
provide their UPI ID in the bid-
cum-application form submit-
ted with any of these entities -
- syndicate member, stock
broker, depository participant
and registrar to an issue and
share transfer agent.
The new guidelines will come
into force for public issues
opening on or after May 1,
2022, Sebi said in a circular.
The decision has been taken
after National Payments
Corporation of India (NPCI)

reviewed the systemic readi-
ness required at various inter-
mediaries to facilitate the pro-
cessing of applications with
increased UPI limit.
As on March 30, 2022, more
than 80 per cent of Self
Certified Syndicate Banks
(SCSBs)/Sponsor Banks/UPI
Apps have conducted the sys-
tem changes and have com-
plied with the NPCI provisions.
In December 2021, NPCI
enhanced the per transaction
limit in UPI from Rs 2 lakh to
Rs 5 lakh for UPI-based
Application Supported by
Blocked Amount (ASBA) in
Initial Public Offers (IPOs).

Individual investors
can use UPI for up to
Rs 5 lakh payment

New Delhi, Apr 05 (PTI):

Supply chain disrup-
tions and low demand
across segments, especial-
ly two-wheelers, are ex-
pected to impact automo-
bile retail sales in the cur-
rent fiscal with the turn-
around anticipated only in
the next financial year, au-
tomobile dealers' body
FADA said on Tuesday.

According to the
Federation of Automobile
Dealers Associations
(FADA), the on-going
Russia-Ukraine war and
China lockdown is expect-
ed to hit supplies of criti-
cal components thereby
impacting the revival of
the domestic auto indus-
try. Besides, revival of de-
mand in rural parts of the

county would also have an
impact on the overall
growth of the industry in
the current fiscal.

"We expect the situation
to remain challenging in
the current fiscal with
sales volumes expected to
grow by single digit,"
FADA President Vinkesh
Gulati told reporters here.
For the fiscal year ended
2021-22, the total auto in-
dustry retail sales grew by

7.21 per cent to 1,63,75,799
units, as compared to
1,52,74,314 units in the
2020-21 fiscal.

"The near-term outlook
for the Indian auto indus-
try continues to remain a
challenge as the on-going
Russia-Ukraine war and
China lockdown does not
hint towards a smooth
path. Crude is on a boil
and hence fuel prices have
been raised by around Rs
10. This will continue to
rise and further hit senti-
ments," Gulati noted.

The passenger vehicle
segment is expected to
witness an impact due to
the disruption in precious
metals and neon gas sup-
plies which originate
from the war hit zone, he
added.

Auto industry to reach 
pre-pandemic highs by FY-24

New Delhi, Apr 05 (PTI):

The Competition
Commission has slapped
penalties totalling around
Rs 1.16 crore on 24 entities,
including individuals, for
indulging in bid rigging
and cartelisation in ten-
ders floated by the Indian
Railways.

As many as 11 entities
and 14 individuals of these
entities were found to have
violated competition
norms. Out of these 25, the
regulator did not impose
any penalty on one entity.

Besides slapping penal-
ties on 24 of them, the
watchdog has directed
them to cease and desist
from anti-competitive
practices.

The matter was taken
up by the Competition

Commission of India
(CCI) following a reference
filed on behalf of the
North Western Railways.

These entities indulged
in cartelisation in the sup-
ply of High Performance
Polyamide Bushes (HPPA)
and Self Lubricating
Polyester Resin Bushes
(SLPR) to the Indian
Railways by means of di-
rectly or indirectly deter-
mining prices, allocating
tenders, controlling sup-

ply and market, coordinat-
ing bid prices and manipu-
lating the bidding process,
CCI said in a release on
Tuesday. "The evidence in
the matter included regu-
lar e-mail communica-
tions and WhatsApp ex-
changes between the par-
ties, quoting of identical/
similar prices by certain
parties, filing of bids from
same IP addresses by cer-
tain parties in close prox-
imity...," it noted.

CCI penalises 24 entities, individuals for
bid rigging in Indian Railways tenders

New Delhi, Apr 05 (PTI):

Over Rs 30,160 crore
loans have been sanc-
tioned under the Stand-Up
India scheme in the past
six years, the Finance
Ministry said on Tuesday.

Stand up India Scheme
was launched on April 5,
2016, to promote SC, ST
and women entrepreneurs
at the grassroot level fo-
cusing on economic em-
powerment and job cre-
ation.

In 2019-20, the Stand Up
India scheme was extend-
ed till 2025.

"More than Rs 30,160
crore loans sanctioned to
over 1,33,995 accounts
under Stand-Up India
Scheme in 6 years," the
ministry said in a state-
ment.

New Delhi, Apr 05 (PTI):

The Delhi High Court on
Tuesday asked the Centre
to seriously look into the
issue raised in a Public
Interest Litigation (PIL)
seeking implementation of
a Uniform Banking Code
for foreign exchange trans-
actions to control black
money generation and be-
nami transactions.

A bench of Acting Chief
Justice Vipin Sanghi and
Justice Navin Chawla is-
sued notice to the Centre
through ministries of
Home Affairs, Law and

Justice and Finance, and
asked them to respond to
the petition.

Additional Solicitor
General Chetan Sharma,
representing the Centre,
submitted that the petition-
er has raised a serious
issue which shall be looked
into by the government.
The court, which listed the
matter for further hearing

on May 25, asked the Centre
to seriously look into the
issue raised by the petition-
er. Petitioner and advocate
Ashwini Kumar Upadhyay
raised loop holes in the sys-
tem in relation to transfer
of foreign funds which
could be used by sepa-
ratists, Naxals, Maoists,
fundamentalists, and ter-
rorists.

During the hearing, the
ASG said, He (petitioner)
has raised a serious issue.
We will consider it and get
back. The issues are seri-
ous and important, they do
require detailed considera-
tion. The petition sought di-
rection to ensure that Real
Time Gross Settlement
(RTGS), National

Electronic Funds Transfer
(NEFT) and Instant Money
Payment System (IMPS)
are not used for depositing
foreign money in Indian
banks. The petitioner said
it is not only harming the
foreign exchange reserve of
India but is also being used
to provide money to sepa-
ratists, fundamentalists,
Naxals, Maoists, terrorists,
traitors, conversion mafias
and radical organisations
like the SIMI and PFI. He
submitted that immigra-
tion rules for a visa are the
same whether a foreigner
comes in business class or
economy class, uses Air
India or British Airways,
and comes from USA or
Uganda.

Centre asked to look into PIL seeking uniform banking code
For foreign exchange
transactions Washington, Apr 05 (PTI):

A bipartisan group of
American lawmakers has
sought the help of the
Biden administration in
restricting the interna-
tional trade and sale of
Russian-origin diamonds,
in view of the massive
sanctions that the US and
its European allies have
imposed on Moscow.

In a letter to Secretary
of State Tony Blinken
and Treasury Secretary
Janet Yellen, the lawmak-
ers expressed concern
that the sanctions issued
by the Treasury
Department to target

Russia's diamond indus-
try will have a minimal
impact on Alrosa and its
CEO Sergei Ivanov's abili-
ty to freely operate global-
ly.

Alrosa is the world's
largest diamond mining
company.

The company, which re-
ported sales worth USD
4.2 billion last year, is re-
sponsible for 90 per cent

of Russia's diamond min-
ing capacity, which ac-
counts for 28 per cent
globally.

It is owned one-third by
the Russian government,
and until recently, had an
office in New York City.

Ivanov is the son of one
of Putin's closest allies,
Sergei Borisovich Ivanov,
who previously served as
the Chief of Staff of the
Presidential Executive
Office, the Deputy Prime
Minister and the Defence
Minister of Russia and re-
mains a permanent mem-
ber of the Security Council
of the Russian Federation,
the letter said.

US lawmakers want India to
restrict sale of Russian diamonds

Over Rs 30,160 crore
loans sanctioned

under Stand-Up India



WATCHO, one of India’s fastest-
growing OTT platforms, premieres
yet another thriller web series ti-

tled 'Happy'. Close on the back of delivering
the enthralling crime drama 'Jaunpur' and
award-winning  'Aghaat', this latest series is
a gripping crime thriller that follows the
journey of a chef named Happy Singh in his
pursuit of happiness. The eight-episode web
series is live now and available in Hindi.

The thriller revolves around Happy Singh
who makes his living working as a chef at a
Girls’ Hostel. Known for his grumpy de-

meanor and extraordinary culinary skills,
he is often the center of attention of the

residents and working staff. His only
family member is his mother who
holds him as dear as a 5-year-old
child. But things take a different

turn when he meets Gunjan, and in-
stantly falls for her. What follows is a

mad pursuit of obsessive patterns turn-
ing a one-sided lover into an erratic

criminal.
Written by Hitesh Bali, under the impact-

ful production of Percept Purple, the show
is steeped in a gripping narrative, heart-rac-
ing plot twists, building upon the edge-of-
your-seat tension with every scene. The star
cast includes Bhagwan Das Patel who has
played the protagonist Happy. Actor
Deeksha Sahu portrays the jovial charac-

ter of Gunjan with her charming smile
and forthcoming personality.
Bringing in a unique assortment of

snackable content cutting across all gen-
res, WATCHO offers many original
shows including web series like Gupta
Niwas, Jaunpur, Papa Ka Scooter,
Aghaat, Cheaters - The Vacation,
Sarhad, Mystery Dad,
JaalSaazi, Dark Destinations,
It’s My Pleasure, 4 Thieves,
Love Crisis, Ardhsatya,
Chhoriyan, and Rakhta
Chandana.

With each choice she
made in films in the
past, Vidya Balan

redefined the space of female-
centric films in Bollywood.
Following the same footsteps in her
last three releases - 'Shakuntala Devi',
'Sherni' and 'Jalsa' - the actress empha-
sised the importance of producers backing
such content to bring change in Indian cine-
ma. Abundantia Entertainment was one of
the production houses backing all these
three projects. "Honestly speaking, when I
joined the film industry, I did not know
the exact role of a producer in the mak-
ing of a film but with time, since I
worked in multiple female-led films, be
it 'Ishqiya', 'No One Killed Jessica' and
so on, I realised a very important
thing about filmmaking. "A film es-
pecially if it is unconventional,
not a success on paper, it needs
utmost care and backup of a
producer to take enough risk
to make such films and re-
lease it correctly to the
target audience."

She went on adding,
"The role of a producer
and director is equally im-
portant for a film, if one is the
father, another is the mother of
the film. Having said that I have
worked with Vikram in three consecu-
tive successful films and I must say, his
production house not only talks about
creative empowerment but actually
going ahead and making films that are
so important in storytelling." Vikram
Malhotra, the CEO of Abundantia
Entertainment, on the other hand, ad-
mits that as a production house, they
focus on the story first and then the
rest follows for him. "Yes, be it
'Shakuntala Devi', 'Sherni' and 'Jalsa'
they are female-led films. But for us,
all these stories are equally impor-
tant, engaging and entertaining. That
is why we make a film. We do not look
at the gender of the protagonist but
how strong the content is. Our parameter is sim-
ple. We submit to the vision of the storyteller, followed by
the size of the audience that the story can impact and then
comes the economic consideration, of budget and platform," explained Vikram.

Saiyami Kher 
on working 
with
Ashwiny
Iyer Tiwary
in ‘Faadu’
Actress Saiyami Kher

recently wrapped
up the shooting for

Ashwiny Iyer Tiwary's web
series 'Faadu'.

It is a love story that also
features Pavail Gulati and
Abhilash Thapliyal.

The web series was shot in
Serbia, the Konkan region and
Mumbai. Sharing her experi-
ence on the film, Saiyami
said: "Working with Ashwiny
maam was always on my
wish list. I am emotional as
we wrap this very special
film. I have also made
some 'Faadu' friends for
life and can't wait to share
this world with everyone."

Apart from this, Saiyami
Kher is a part of Tahira
Kashyap's upcoming film
'Sharmaji Ki Beti' and R
Balki's 'Ghoomer'. She
will also be seen in the
new season of 'Breathe:
Into The Shadows' and
'Highway', a south
film co-starring
Anand
Deverakonda.

ACROSS
1. Fir or poplar
5. Imitate
10. Coin factory
14. Stash away
15. Sports ring
16. Native metals
17. Recipe component
19. Plumbing problem
20. Shade of blue
21. Endures

22. Rinds
23. Italy's capital
24. Pickle seasoning
25. Fable writer
28. Not lasting long (2 wds.)
33. Rental agreements
35. Absent
36. Victory letter
37. Coffeepots
38. Sheik's wives
40. Forbids
41. Hamm or Farrow

42. Strong wind
43. Changes for the better
45. Without meaning
48. Restless
49. Lofty
50. Golf norms
52. Religious images
54. Solemn
56. Wind direction (abbr.)
59. Sole
60. Excessive
62. Superman's girlfriend
63. Wash cycle
64. Track shape
65. Dog's name
66. Swiftness
67. Obtains

DOWN
1. That's opposite
2. Ice arena
3. Fidgety
4. Always, in poems
5. Woman's title
6. Showy flowers
7. Converge
8. Rustic hotels
9. Tabby, e.g.
10. Early car (2 wds.)
11. Not pertinent
12. Singer ____ Diamond
13. Recipe units (abbr.)
18. Marry clandestinely
22. Sympathy
23. Singer Diana ____
24. Serious play

25. Grads
26. Mysterious
27. Alamo locale (2 wds.)
29. Rabbits' kin
30. Be beholden to
31. Tears apart
32. Untidy
34. Will
39. Pub offering
40. Affleck and Stiller
42. Solidifies
44. ____ Gras
46. Most rational
47. Thinly distributed
51. Assisted
52. Troubles
53. Henhouse
54. Small cut
55. Musical sound
56. Economize
57. Right now!
58. Slippery creatures
60. Tax inits.
61. Yuletide drink
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You will tackle complicated issues with
infinite ease! But you will also find
people passing the buck onto you. It
irks you no end, having to take the
blame for others' mistakes. But here's
a chance, says Ganesha, to turn a
weakness into a strength.

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18
You will tackle complicated issues with infi-
nite ease! But you will also find people
passing the buck onto you. It irks you no
end, having to take the blame for others'
mistakes. But here's a chance, says
Ganesha, to turn a weakness into a
strength.

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20
A number of great ideas either for new
creative projects or enhancing ongoing
ones could pop into your head during the
day, Aries. If you don't write them down
immediately, they could just as easily
pop right out again, never to return! With
all your responsibilities, you could have a
rather frantic day as your mind constant-
ly shifts from one focus to another. 

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20
A person with whom you work, probably a
woman, could leave suddenly without
notice or stated reason, Taurus. This could
be confusing, and you might find yourself
wondering if there are changes within the
company that you know nothing about.
Try to learn exactly why this person left. If
you can't ask him or her directly, discreet-
ly ask someone who might know.

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

Someone you've wanted to hear
from for a long time, perhaps an old
friend who lives far away, could ring
you up today while you're out,
Gemini. You'll be happy to get the
message, but it could result in a frus-
trating game of phone tag through-
out the day. Don't get so irritated you
give up. Keep trying. 

Gemini: May 22 – June 21
With Ganesha's grace, whatever you
think or peruse will be successful.
Students will excel and finish pending
work. You can display your imagination
excellently. In short, a day of happiness
and variety.

Cancer: June 22 – July 22
You will pay more attention to matters
at home. You may take up home renova-
tion projects. You may end up replacing
the entire furniture at your place even.
You will spend the day enjoying with
your family members and friends, says
Ganesha.

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23
You tend to be very intuitive, Virgo, but
today you could find your psychic abili-
ties short-circuit. If you give readings,
don't schedule any for today. This isn't
to say your abilities are blocked, but
they aren't as dependable as they usual-
ly are. Likewise, your imagination isn't
as reliable either. 

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

Ganesha says that you will be busy in
your work field today and will be able
to attain your goals in your work field
today. Your level of enthusiasm will
be at its peak. Today you may be able
to meet with a person from the oppo-
site sex who will be your future part-
ner. Ganesha showers you with his
blessings always.

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23
Being a workaholic may divert your
attention from your family and you may
have to bear the consequences. It's time
to sort differences with your spouse.
But, all this while, you need to be calm
and patient. Watch your words in case of
any arguments, warns Ganesha.

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22
To do or not to do? That will be the ques-
tion for most of today as you find your-
self pulling out of one dilemma only to
trip into the next one. Controversy will
surround you and you may find yourself
at the crossroads, where you are unsure
of which direction to take. Turn to the
wisdom of the experienced for proper
guidance, advises Ganesha.

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21
The most intimidating of ventures can
prove successful if fortune favours you;
you will be fortunate today, says Ganesha.
Those of you dealing in stocks and shares
can expect a profitable day ahead, but
don't forget to give credit to your spouse;
it will be their luck working wonders for
you.

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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Bollywood actress
Sobhita Dhulipala
has wrapped up

the shooting for the sec-
ond season of the much-
awaited romantic drama
series 'Made In Heaven'.
The actress shared the
news with her followers
through social media.

Sobhita took to her
Instagram and shared
an animated poster in
which she was sitting in
her 'Made In Heaven' sig-
nature pose. The actress
announced the wrap up
of its second season in
the caption as she wrote,
"It's a wrap for big cat
boss trooper Tara
Khanna on season 2 of
Made in heaven! Can't

wait to show you the fire
that's been blazing quiet-
ly (sic)."

Sobhita shot to fame
with her performance in
the first season of the
show. Naturally, the an-
ticipation for the second
season of the show and
her performance is pal-
pable.

On the film front, the
actress has a string of
projects including
Ronnie Screwvala's
'Sitara', Mani Ratnam's
magnum opus 'Ponniyin
Selvan' (Tamil), Telugu
film 'Major' with Adivi
Sesh and a Hollywood
project 'Monkey Man' di-
rected by and starring
Dev Patel.

Sobhita Dhulipala
wraps up 

'Made In Heaven 2’

Vidya Balan: 
I didn't know the role

of a producer when
I joined films

After the spectacular success of
entertaining original content on

SVOD, ALTBalaji, India's homegrown
OTT platform, has now launched the
Advertising-Based Video on Demand
(AVOD) model which will set a new
benchmark in the Indian entertainment
industry by providing a roster of cut-
through content. The first-ever reality
shqow Lock Upp produced by the brand
has been launched via AVOD and has
been a massive success entering every
family living room of the country and
receiving robust viewership globally as
well. The Advertising-Based Video on
Demand is a system that allows viewers
to access free original content. ALTBalaji
spokesperson said, "The introduction of
AVOD will not only be an added layer of
advertising revenue to our existing rev-
enue streams bit will also help us drive
further subscriber base via cross-sell
and up-sell. We are excited about pro-
viding a further simplified and seamless
experience with thousands of hours of
free content for mass India." With over
80% of ALTBalaji's audience under 35
years of age; an exciting library boasting

91+ original shows and many in the
pipeline; a flourishing SVOD Business;
AVOD is the next step in building the
business further. For the first time a
platform with no network support has
attempted to build an AVOD business, as
it garners a record number of views
based on the strength of the path-break-
ing content that it delivers regularly. The
platform's goal is to reach out to an
even wider audience base, penetrating
further in hinterlands.

ALT Balaji is all set to disrupt
the world of AVOD

WATCHO premiers crime-thriller ‘HAPPY’
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Pune, Apr 05 (PTI):

Mumbai Indians' domes-
tic bowlers will look to
step up as they take on a
buoyant Kolkata Knight
Riders in the IPL here on
Wednesday, looking to
turn things around after
back-to-back defeats.

MI have so far looked
like anything but IPL's
five-time champions, los-
ing both their opening
games first against Delhi
Capitals by four wickets
and then against a resur-
gent Rajasthan Royals by
23 runs.

And skipper Rohit
Sharma will seek improve-
ments on multiple fronts
to effect a turnaround
when they face KKR, who
come into the game after
beating Punjab Kings by
six wickets.

For MI, pacer Basil
Thampi and spinner
Murugan Ashwin have
proved to be weak-links as
they yielded 73 runs in 3
overs during RR's innings
and the duo will need to
produce a better show on
Wednesday.

In fact, Australian seam-
er Daniel Sams too went
for runs and remained
wicketless in the last two
matches.

The trio will have to
quickly recover from their
forgettable outing against
RR and bowl in the right
areas if they have to con-
tain the KKR batters.

Jasprit Bumrah, with

his three-for, however,
showed why he is the best
in the business, particular-
ly at the death and MI
would be hoping for anoth-
er stellar show from him.

For a turn-around, Rohit
himself will have to be at
his brutal best and ham-
mer his favourite opposi-
tion, against whom he has
a formidable record.

Opener Ishan Kishan
has been rock solid,
smashing a brilliant 81 in
the lung-opener followed

by a gusty 54.
If Mumbai have to post

score or chase a big total,
which is likely at the MCA
stadium in Gahunje, Rohit
and Kishan would need to
fire on all cylinders.

MI has badly missed the
services of Suryakumar
Yadav, who is known for
playing many a match-
winning knocks for the
franchise.

Yadav has recovered
from his finger injury but
it remains to be seen

whether he plays or not
with Rohit remaining non-
committal about his avail-
ability.

While the emergence of
unheralded N Tilak
Verma, who smashed 61
off 33 balls to take MI to 81
in 8 overs against RR, was
a big positive, the team
still couldn't chase down a
total of 193.

And the likes of
Anmolpreet Singh, Tim
David and West Indian
Kieron Pollard will need to

shoulder responsibility.
While Singh scored in

single digits, David too did-
n't look comfortable on
Indian tracks and it needs
to be seen if MI brings in
South Africa's U-19 star
Dewald Brevis, known as
'Baby AB'.

For Kolkata, the biggest
asset is star all-rounder
Andre Russell coming
back to form. His six-hit-
ting prowess was on dis-
play against Punjab Kings
and he would be keen to
continue from where he
left.

But their top-order, com-
prising Ajinkya Rahane
and Venkatesh Iyer, fal-
tered against Punjab and
the duo would want to give
the side a good start.

Skipper Shreyas Iyer
has been getting starts, but
a big score is due. Ditto for
Sam Billings. Nitish Rana
too has been far from his
best and needs to go all
guns blazing.

KKR pacer Umesh
Yadav has been impressive
and could pose a potential
threat to MI batters but he
would need support from
Tim Southee and Shivam
Mavi, while the eight
overs from Varun
Chakravarthy and Sunil
Narine can change the
match situation.

Mumbai have won 22
times against KKR, while
KKR has been victorious
only seven times, and they
would want to add a win to
their tally.

Winless Mumbai Indians
face uphill task against KKR Dubai, Apr 05 (PTI):

India skipper Mithali Raj
dropped a place to seventh
but star opener Smriti
Mandhana moved up to
ninth position in the ICC
Women ODI batters rank-
ings issued on Tuesday.

After her below-par out-
ing in the just-concluded
Women's World Cup, Mithali
dropped a rung in the chart
with 686 rating points. The
veteran India captain accu-
mulated 182 runs from seven
games at an average of 26.

In comparison,
Mandhana (669 points)
scored 327 runs from seven
games with a best of 123, av-
eraging 46.71 in the show-
piece. Besides the duo, vice-
captain Harmanpreet Kaur
climbed one place to the 14th
spot. Harmanpreet has been
India's second best batter in
the World Cup with 318 runs
from seven games. Her high-
est was 109. Australian keep-

er-batter Alyssa Healy
jumped to the top of the bat-
ter rankings after her phe-
nomenal 170 in the final
against England. The
Australian's outstanding
knock sent her soaring into
the number one spot, ending
South African opener Laura
Wolvaardt's short stay at the
summit. The 32-year-old
Healy smashed 509 runs, in-
cluding two hundreds and
two half-centuries, across
her nine matches at the
World Cup at a strike rate of

103.66. Healy finished just
ahead of compatriot
Rachael Haynes as the tour-
nament's top scorer.

Four Australians re-
mained in the top six in the
latest ODI rankings, with
Beth Mooney, Meg Lanning
and Haynes joining Healy
among the world's top-
ranked batters.

England all-rounder Nat
Sciver's unbeaten 148 not out
in the world Cup final saw
her jump to the second spot
in the batting rankings.

Mandhana rises, Mitahli slips in
ICC Women’s ODI batters rankings

Mumbai, Apr 05 (PTI):

Royals Challengers
Bangalore can avail the
services of star Australian
all-rounder Glenn
Maxwell in its upcoming
IPL match against
Mumbai Indians on April
9, said the team's head
coach Mike Hesson.

Despite joining the
camp after completing his
mandatory quarantine pe-
riod, Maxwell will not be
available for RCB's game
against Rajasthan Royals
on Tuesday due to a clause
laid down by Cricket
Australia for its contract-
ed players.

Even though he was not
part of the Australia
squad that will complete
its tour of Pakistan on

Tuesday with the lone T20
match in Lahore, Maxwell
has to wait until April 6 to
make his first appearance

for RCB in ongoing edition
of the lucrative T20
league.

"It's pretty clear from
Cricket Australia's point of
view that no contracted
players are available be-
fore the 6th of April. So, re-
gardless of when they ar-
rive here, they can't play
before the 6th of April,"
Hesson said in a video
shared on RCB's official
twitter page.

"We have been well
aware of that as every
other side. We have
planned for that. Maxi
(Maxwell) will be with us
and available from the
9th."

RCB has so far played
two games this season,
recording one win and a
loss.

Pune, Apr 05 (PTI):

Mumbai Indians' young
recruit Tim David is keen
to use legendary all-
rounder Kireon Pollard's
experience to improve his
game and come out as a
better player after IPL-15.

Pollard has been a
Mumbai Indians veteran
and one of IPL's all-time
greats.

"I think Polly's (Pollard)
played over 10 years in the
IPL, so there's a lot of ex-
perience there," David
was quoted as saying in a
note shared by the record
five-time champions on
the eve of their game
against Kolkata Knight
Riders.

The Singaporean him-
self is a big-hitting all-

rounder. "I think that hap-
pens over time naturally.
You can't just get all of it
like, on a notebook
straightaway. It just hap-
pens with different ques-
tions here or there, differ-
ent situations, different
experiences at training

and trying to run some
ideas past him."

"Just get little bits here
and there and hopefully, I
can gain some of those ex-
periences from him
(Pollard), and maybe
some that I can try and
use in a game or that I can
add to my game that can
be successful," added
David.

Mumbai Indians have
had a horrendous start to
their campaign having
lost both their games --
against Delhi Capitals
and Rajasthan Royals.

But David believed that
the team would get better.

"He has been a fun cap-
tain," David said of skip-
per Rohit Sharma, one of
the finest white-ball expo-
nents.

Suncheon, Apr 05 (PTI):

World championships
bronze medallist Lakshya
Sen and fast-rising
Malvika Bansod pro-
gressed to the second
round of the men's and
women's singles competi-
tions respectively after
registering gruelling
three-game wins at the
Korea Open Super 500 bad-
minton tournament here
on Tuesday.

While Sen staved off a
spirited challenge from
local hope Choi Ji Hoon 14-
21 21-16 21-18 in just over
an hour in his opening
round match, Bansod ral-
lied her way to notch up a
stunning 20-22 22-20 21-10
win over world no 24 Han
Yue of China.

Sixth seed Sen, who has
been in sensational form
in the last six months with
back-to-back final finishes
at German Open and All
England Championships,
will next meet Indonesia's
Shesar Hiren Rhustavito.

Unseeded Bansod, who
had reached the finals of
Syed Modi Super 300 tour-
nament in January, will
face sixth seeded Thai
Pornpawee Chochuwong
in the second round.

However, it was cur-
tains for Swiss Open final-
ist HS Prannoy as he went
down meekly to
Malaysia's Cheam June
Wei 17-21 7-21 in 41 min-
utes.

In doubles, men's pair-
ing of Krishna Prasad
Garaga and
Vishnuvardhan Goud
Panjala lost 14-21 19-21 to
P r a m u d y a
Kusumawardana and
Yeremia Erich Yoche
Yacob Rambitan of

Indonesia, while Bokka
Navaneeth and B Sumeeth
Reddy went down 14-21 19-
21 to sixth seeded
Malaysian pair of Ong
Yew Sin and Teo Ee Yi.

Earlier, Sen found the
going tough against Choi,
who kept things under
control for most part of
the opening game and
even though the Indian
clawed back to 14-14, the
Korean reeled off seven
points on the trot to take a
1-0 lead.

New Delhi, Apr 05 (PTI):

Star striker Rani
Rampal on Tuesday re-
turned to the national side
after a lengthy injury lay-
off as India on Tuesday
named a 22-member
women's hockey squad for
the upcoming FIH Pro
League tie against world
no 1 Netherlands.

The squad also includes
two new faces in midfield-
er Mahima Choudhary
and striker Aishwarya
Rajesh Chavan, who will
make their senior team

debut in the double leg tie
to be held at the Kalinga
Stadium in Bhubaneswar
on Friday and Saturday.

Rani, who led India to a
historic fourth place finish
in the Olympics last year,
has not played for the na-
tional team since the
Tokyo Games due to sever-
al injuries, mainly ham-
string problem.

Since then Rani has
been undergoing rehabili-
tation at the SAI south
centre in Bengaluru but
she is now fit to take the
field again.

Navi Mumbai, Apr 05 (PTI):

Young pacer Avesh
Khan feels bowlers hardly
have any respite in a tour-
nament like the IPL, and
the key to success for him
lies in handling the pres-
sure.

Avesh, the most expen-
sive uncapped Indian play-
er in the ongoing IPL after
LSG paid 25 times more
than his base price of Rs
20 lakh to avail his servic-

es, picked up four big
wickets conceding just 24
runs against Sunrisers
Hyderabad.

He also bowled a bril-
liant 18th over to help his
side beat SRH by 12 runs
here on Monday.

"In IPL as a bowler
there will be pressure on
you in every match and
how you handle that is
very important. I never
think that I am the main
bowler of the team. I al-
ways try to take wickets
for the team," Avesh said
at the post-match virtual
press conference.

"If I start thinking that I
am the main bowler, I will
take pressure upon my-
self, which is unneces-
sary."

Avesh said as a bowler
his main job is to pick up
wickets for his side.

"I am very happy to con-
tribute to the winning
cause. In the first match I
got an opportunity to save
11 runs in one over which
I couldn't. Today I was fo-
cused on taking wickets,"
he said.

Avesh's performance
helped LSG defend 169 for
seven, limiting SRH to 157
for nine, and register their
second win out of three
games in debut IPL sea-
son.

London, Apr 05 (PTI):

Out-of-favour India Test
batter Cheteshwar Pujara's
debut for Sussex has been
delayed until next week due
to visa issues and he will
miss the side's first County
Championship match of
the season starting
Thursday.

Pujara, who was dropped
from India's recent Test se-
ries against Sri Lanka, was
due to play Sussex's first six
County Championship
matches of the season be-
fore returning later in the
season for the Royal London
Cup and some additional
four-day games. The club
said in a statement that it
has been in regular contact
with Pujara and was work-
ing tirelessly to enable him
to be available for the first

game of the season against
N o t t i n g h a m s h i r e .
"Securing overseas players
has been tremendously dif-
ficult in the current cli-
mate. We renegotiated the
initial Pujara contract so he
could return for more
County Championship and
Royal London Cup matches,
and this subsequently
changed the visa require-
ments," Sussex
Performance Director,
Keith Greenfield said in the
statement.

New Delhi, Apr 05 (PTI):
Indian boxer Sumit (75kg)
entered the semifinals of the
Thailand Open with a comfort-
able win over Timur Nurseitov in
Phuket, Thailand on Tuesday.
Sumit, who received bye in the
opening round, looked in good
touch throughout the bout. He
notched a 5-0 win against
Kazakhstan's Nurseitov in the
quarterfinal clash.
Sumit became the fourth Indian
to enter the last four stage.
Monika (48kg), Ashish Kumar
(81kg) and Manisha (57kg) are
already through to the semifi-
nals. However, it was curtains
for Gaurav Chauhan (91kg), who
went down 1-4 to 2018 Youth
Olympics champion Aibek
Oralbay of Kazakhstan in the
quarterfinals.
Six Indian pugilists will be seen
in action on Wednesday.
While Bhagyabati Kachari
(75kg), Amit Panghal (52kg) and
Rohit Mor (57kg) will play in
their quarterfinal, Govind Sahani
(48), Varinder Singh (60kg) and
Ashish Kumar (81kg) will fight
for a place in the finals.

Mumbai, Apr 05 (PTI):

Former coach Ravi
Shastri has hailed T
Natarajan as a death
bowling specialist, saying
the Indian team missed
the left-arm pacer sorely
during its T20 World Cup
debacle in UAE.
Natarajan, who came to
limelight in India's his-
toric Test series win
Down Under in early 2021,
suffered a knee injury
and missed most part of
the year before making a

comeback in Sunrisers
Hyderabad's second
match of the IPL-15 here
on Monday. "Very happy
for him. We missed him
in the World Cup. He
would've been a certainty
had he been fit," Shastri
said in ESPNCricinfo's
'T20 Time:Out'. India had
made a heartbreaking
group stage exit in the
T20 World Cup in 2021.
"He got injured against
England when we were
playing the ODI series
and we really missed him

(in the World Cup). "He's
that specialist death
bowler, bowls those york-
ers very skilfully. He's got
great control. He is skid-
dy. A bit quicker than you
think and hits the bat,"
Shastri said. The 31-year-
old, who was bought back
by SRH for Rs 4 crore,
made a fine comeback
after 12 months, picking 2
for 26 from his full quota
of four overs, even as
they suffered their second
defeat on the trot with a
12-run loss.

Natarajan death over specialist, we
missed him in T20 World Cup: Shastri

Fit-again Rani returns, Savita
to lead India women vs

Netherlands in Pro League

Sen, Bansod enter second
round of Korea Open

Boxing: Sumit storms
into Thailand open

semifinals
In IPL, it is very important to handle

pressure as a bowler: Avesh

Maxwell will be available against MI on
April 9, says RCB head coach Hesson

Pujara to miss Sussex’s first
game due to visa issues

David wants to use Pollard’s
experiences to add to his game
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A farmer inspects his wheat field before harvesting, ahead of the upcoming festival of Vaisakhi, in Amritsar, Tuesday.

VAISAKHI PREPARATIONS

Devotees perform rituals on the banks of the Ganga river during the Nahay Khay of the Chaiti Chhath festival.

CHAITI CHHATH RITUALS
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New Delhi, Apr 05 (PTI):

Delhiites having an elec-
tric vehicle will now have
a reason to rejoice as from
June onwards they will be
able to charge their EVs
free of cost between 12
noon and 3 pm at over 40
public charging stations
across the national capital.

The move is aimed at
promoting the use of elec-
tric vehicles and also to in-
centivise EV charging at
public stations, authori-
ties said.

This initiative of free af-
ternoon charge to EV
users is being taken up by
an EV charging startup
ElectriVa, which has set
up over 40 public charging
stations in partnership
with the three civic bodies.

Authorities aware of the
initiative said that the free
charging will be provided
at around 35 charging sta-
tions operational along the

ring road at locations in-
cluding South Extension,
Bikaji Cama Place,
Defence Colony, Lajpat
Nagar, Mayur Vihar,
Netaji Subhash Place,
South Campus, Nelson
Mandela Road, Hauz Khas,
Green Park, Greater
Kailash, Punjabi Bagh,
Rohini, Saket, Shalimar
Bagh, Preet Vihar among
others.

Normally, rates for EV
charging during the morn-
ing and evening hours for
per unit charge is kept at
around Rs 10.

We will provide charg-
ing to all commercial and
non commercial EV users
for free between 12 noon
and 3 pm. By providing
free charging during after-
noon hours, we want to
bolster the EV ecosystem
in the national capital.
Presently it is important
to incentivise public
charging to make people
switch from fossil fuel to
electric vehicles, Sumit
Dhanuka, Founder,

ElectriVa told PTI. He said
that ElectriVa will set up a
charging station every
three kilometres in Delhi
and locations have already
been allotted by the three
civic bodies.

The penetration of elec-
tric vehicles in the auto-
mobile sector in Delhi has
grown in the last few
years. According to gov-
ernment data, around 10%
of the total vehicles pur-
chased in the city this year
(January-March) so far,
are electric vehicles.

As many as 10,707 elec-
tric vehicles were regis-
tered in 2022 so far be-
tween January and March
14 and out of this 5,888
were e-two wheelers (e-
bike and e-scooter), data
showed.

Dhanuka said that at the
national level, power grid
stability is a concern and
if all potential future EVs
were to charge at homes, it
can result in grid failure
during peak demand.

In advanced countries

like the UK and
Netherlands, having EV
penetration of 12 per cent
and 20 per cent respective-
ly, they have put special
impetus on strengthening
public charging infra-
structure.

“Public charging will
change the charging pat-
tern of EV users if proper-
ly incentivised. It should
be prioritised and this nar-
rative has to change with
speed in public charging
infrastructure work,” he
said.

He said that battery
swapping facilities will
also be provided at charg-
ing stations soon. He said
100 more charging stations
are being set up in Delhi in
partnership with govern-
ment agencies across the
city.

The Delhi government
is also encouraging people
to buy electric vehicles
and is providing a range of
subsidies on purchase of
commercial as well as pri-
vate EVs.

From June 1, Delhiites can
charge their EVs free of cost 
 In noon

Noida, Apr 05 (PTI):

The Greater Noida
Industrial Development
Authority (GNIDA) on
Tuesday approved a budg-
et of over Rs 5,100 crore for
2022-23, allocating Rs 2,000
crore from it for land ac-
quisition and Rs 1,400
crore for development
works in villages and resi-
dential sectors.

This is the biggest budg-
et for any fiscal year since
2017-18 for GNIDA, which
held its 126th Board meet-
ing on Tuesday, according
to officials. The Board of
GNIDA has approved the
budget of Rs 5,104 crore for
the financial year 2022-23.
It has been approved in the

board meeting held under
the chairmanship of
Industrial Development
Commissioner and Noida-
Greater Noida Authority
Chairman Sanjeev Mittal,
an official statement read.

This is the biggest budg-
et after the financial year
2017-18. In this budget,
maximum emphasis has
been given on land acqui-
sition, development of in-
frastructure and develop-
ment works of villages
and sectors, it added.

Officials said after deal-
ing with the COVID-19
pandemic crisis, Greater
Noida has once again
caught the pace of devel-
opment and a glimpse of
this will be visible in this

time’s budget as special
emphasis is being laid on
increasing the land bank.
After the meeting, GNIDA
CEO Narendra Bhooshan
said in the last few years,
the trend of industrial in-
vestors towards Greater
Noida has increased rapid-
ly. Many investors are ask-
ing for land for setting up
industries. The authority
is constantly trying to pro-
vide land to them. For this
reason, in the budget of
2022-23, more emphasis is
being given on land acqui-
sition, he said. For this, it
is planned to spend about
Rs 2,000 crore. Authority is
also focusing on increas-
ing capital and infrastruc-
ture this year.

GNIDA BUDGET

Rs 2,000 cr for land acquisition,
Rs 1,400 cr for development 

New Delhi, Apr 05 (PTI):

Not an inch of land has
been ceded since
Narendra Modi became
prime minister, Union
minister Kiren Rijiju said
in Lok Sabha on Tuesday,
hitting back at an opposi-
tion MP who accused the
government of giving
away Indian territory “bit
by bit to China”.

Intervening in the dis-
cussion in the lower house
on the situation in
Ukraine, Rijiju took strong
objection to the remarks
made by BSP MP from
Jaunpur Shyam Singh
Yadav. “Everyone knows
that our claimed territory
under the control of China
and Pakistan dates back to

earlier times. I don’t want
to take anyone’s name.
Since Narendra Modi has
become prime minister,
not an inch of land has
been ceded,” Rijiju said
after Yadav alleged that
Indian territory was being
given away “bit by bit to
China”. The minister said

Arunachal Pradesh,
which is a border state, is
also “100 per cent safe and
secure’’.

“I come from Arunachal
Pradesh. A TV channel did
mischief and, taking im-
ages from a foreign web-
site, said that China has
established a village in-
side Arunachal which is
false as that village had
been occupied by China in
1959,” Rijiju said.

One should not mislead
the country by making
such claims, he said.

Rijiju recalled that in
2013 when A K Antony was
the defence minister, he
had stated in the House
that India’s policy not to
build infrastructure in the
border areas was wrong.

‘Not an inch of land ceded
since Modi became PM’

Kiren Rijiju 

New Delhi, Apr 05 (PTI):

A team of ISRO scien-
tists are visiting
Chandrapur district in
Maharashtra to inspect
some objects, believed to be
remnants of a booster rock-
et, that streaked across the
night sky over parts of cen-
tral India last week. The
space agency decided to de-
pute a team of scientists for
“inspection and further sci-
entific inquiry” after the
district collector of
Chandrapur reached out to
ISRO to examine a metal
ring and a cylinder-like ob-
ject that were found in an
open field in Pawanpur vil-
lage. “As requested by the
district administration, a
team of scientists from
ISRO is visiting Pawanpur

for inspection and further
scientific inquiry,” the
space agency said in a
Facebook post. On April 2,
several social media users
posted videos and pictures
of unidentified burning ob-
jects falling from the sky in
north Maharashtra as well
as some districts of
Madhya Pradesh. Experts
speculated that they could
be either meteorites enter-
ing the Earth’s atmosphere
or the pieces of rocket
boosters which fall off after
a satellite launch. A local
government official in east-
ern Maharashtra’s
Chandrapur district said
an “aluminum and steel ob-
ject” reportedly fell at
Ladbori village in
Sindewahi tehsil around
7.45 pm.

ISRO scientists to inspect
objects that fell from sky

Pune, Apr 05 (PTI):

M a h a r a s h t r a
Navnirman Sena (MNS)
Pune city president Vasant
More on Tuesday said as a
party functionary he has
to endorse the stand of his
boss Raj Thackeray who
has demanded removal of
loudspeakers from
mosques, but as a people’s
representative he has to
take an inclusive approach
and it would be difficult for
him to implement the dik-
tat in his civic ward. More,
a former corporator whose
term ended a few weeks
ago, represented a ward
which has a sizeable
Muslim population.
Addressing a rally in
Mumbai last week, MNS
president Raj Thackeray

called for shutting down
high-decibel loudspeakers
atop mosques. Thackeray
had said if such a step was
not taken, loudspeakers
would be installed outside
mosques to play Hanuman
Chalisa at a higher vol-
ume. “As a city unit presi-
dent, I certainly have to ac-
cept the stand of party
chief Rajsaheb Thackeray,
but I think as a people’s

representative (corporator
), the issue (to implement
Thackeray’s diktat ) can be
inconvenient for me in my
ward. A people’s represen-
tative has to take an inclu-
sive approach,” said More.

The MNS leader said the
civic ward from where he
won last time has a size-
able Muslim population,
and over the years he has
done some good work for
people be it related to bur-
ial grounds for Muslims or
hospitals for local resi-
dents. More said someone
from a mosque in his own
ward called and expressed
concern over the issue and
asked whether he will in-
stall a loudspeaker (to play
Hanuman Chalisa) at a
time when the holy month
of Ramzan is going on.

‘Difficult to act on Raj Thackeray’s
directive on loudspeakers’

Vasant More

Kannur (Ker), Apr 05 (PTI): 

Offering a hands-on feel
of a picturesque Kerala
village, the Tourism
Department’s pavilion at
the Ente Keralam’ expo
that opened here as part of
the state government’s
first anniversary celebra-
tions has become an in-
stant hit. Chief Minister
Pinarayi Vijayan inaugu-
rated the government’s
first anniversary celebra-
tions on Sunday along
with the expo that high-
lights its initiatives over
the last one year and its vi-
sion of the journey ahead.
With its meticulous depic-
tion of an idyllic Kerala
village featuring backwa-
ters, paddy fields and farm-
steads, the Tourism
Pavilion takes forward the

theme of exploring the un-
explored destinations’,
seeking to extend the bene-
fits of tourism develop-
ment to the entire state in
an inclusive and responsi-
ble manner. Tourism
Minister P A Mohamed
Riyas said the Tourism
pavilion has been con-
ceived and created to con-
vey all the delightful expe-
riences that Kerala holds
for tourists, at a time when
the footfalls are steadily in-
creasing, with tourism ac-
tivities back in full swing
across the state. The show-
piece will be taken to all
the remaining districts to
encourage visitors to ex-
plore the unexplored spots
as every panchayat in the
state has some best-kept
surprise for tourists, he
said. Kerala Tourism

Director V R Krishna Teja
said the KT pavilion is set
up along the wide walkway
of the expo venue and it
has been drawing the at-
tention of the visitors in a
big way. We have recreated
a slice of the countryside
life at the expo, with a
touch of nostalgia. Apart
from depicting the rural
landscape and vibrant
lifestyle, the show also fea-
tures novel initiatives like
Caravan Tourism, he
added. At the outset, the
pavilion features the tradi-
tional gateway of a typical
Kerala house, known as
Padippura’. The visitors
are then taken to a lush
countryside and its vi-
brant life, an official state-
ment said. The view of the
paddy field with a hand-
crafted water wheel for ir-

rigation in its midst
throws light on the farm-
ing practices of the past.
The visitor is then greeted
by a thatched house with a
small well and chicken-
coop towards its side. In
the courtyard, one can see
all kinds of plants includ-
ing the ubiquitous coconut
tree and plantain, it said.

Behind the house, there
is a handloom set that sym-
bolizes the craft and tradi-
tional industries that flour-
ished in villages. The small
pond with ducks gliding in
it adds to the charm of the
setting. The scene is com-
plete with glittering ca-
parisons, various kinds of
handicrafts, theyyam per-
formers and kalarippayat-
tu practitioners, featuring
rich and diverse cultural
heritage of Kerala.

Tourism pavilion at Ente Keralam’ expo draws huge footfall

Bhubaneswar,Apr 05 (PTI):
The second wife of a

fake doctor in Odisha, who
married as many as 18
times, has been arrested
from Jharkhand for al-
legedly helping him in
duping other women, po-
lice said here on Tuesday.

Ramesh Chandra Swain,
the 66-year-old man from a
coastal village in Odisha’s
Kendrapara district, had
as many as 18 wives across
seven states over 38 years
and allegedly duped them
of lakhs of rupees by pos-
ing as a doctor.

The second wife, a med-
ical practitioner, was ar-
rested on Monday for al-
legedly helping Swain in
the fraud. She is being
brought to Odisha on
Tuesday on a transit re-

mand, a police officer said.
The woman was employed
at Jamnagar in Gujarat
and was absconding since
Swain’s arrest on
February 23 this year.

Earlier, the police had
arrested another woman
who claimed to be Swain’s
sister, on the charge of
helping him to get married
multiple times and duping
the women of money. The
police came to know about
his second wife’s involve-
ment during Swain’s inter-
rogation, police said. A fa-
ther of five children,
Swain had married his
first wife in 1982 and sec-
ond wife in 2002. Between
2002 and 2020, he befriend-
ed other women through
matrimonial websites and
married them. Police said

he used to target middle-
aged single women who
sought companionship on
matrimonial websites.
After getting married, he
used to leave them after
taking away their money.

According to police,
Swain posed as a doctor
posted as a deputy director
general under the
Ministry of Health and
Family Welfare.
Complaints were not
lodged due to the social
standing of his wives as
many of them were
lawyers, doctors, and
teachers, the police said.
mA case had been regis-
tered against Swain at the
Mahila police station here
under various sections of
the Indian Penal Code
(IPC).

Fake doc’s 2nd wife held for
helping dupe other spouses

Hyderabad, Apr 05 (PTI): 

A woman tied up her 16-
year old son to a pole and
rubbed chilli powder in his
eyes near their house in
Suryapet district of
Telangana as a “punish-
ment” over his habit of van-
ishing from home for sever-
al days and for reportedly
getting addicted to ganja,
police said on Tuesday. The
incident happened in
Kodad town on Monday and
a video of the same has
gone viral on social media
showing the woman smear-
ing her son’s face with chilli
powder while another
woman holds the boy’s
hands when he tries to re-
sist the attempts and later
the boy is seen screaming
in pain. The woman finally
untied her son after he

promised that he would
give up on his “addiction”.
The incident triggered a de-
bate on social media plat-
forms with netizens de-
scribing it as the “best
Indian treatment for ganja
addicts” and appreciating
the woman while others
said putting chilli in the
eyes will not solve the issue
and it won’t work and
termed the “treatment as
equally dangerous”. A po-
lice official told PTI over
phone that the teenaged
boy, a school dropout, who
had left home returned to
their house on Monday
after a week and that he had
a habit of regularly leaving
home for several days and
his mother also suspected
he had been taking some
drugs and angered over it
she “punished” him.

Woman ties ‘ganja addict’ son to
pole, rubs chilli powder in eyes



Maoist held
CChhaaiibbaassaa:: A member of the
banned CPI (Maoist) was
on Tuesday arrested from
his residence in
Jharkhand's West
Singhbhum district, police
said. Acting on a tip-off, a
team of policemen and
personnel of Cobra, a spe-
cial operation unit of the
Central Reserve Police
Force, conducted a search
operation in Regda village
and apprehended Dagur
Sundi, a senior officer said.

Arrested 
SShhiimmllaa:: Himachal Pradesh
Police on Tuesday arrested
two African nationals on
the charge of smuggling
drugs to the hill state, a
police official said. To
break the drugs supply
chain, police arrested two
Africans from Delhi, he
said. An FIR under the
Narcotic Drugs and
Psychotropic Substances
Act was registered at
police station Rampur in
this connection, the offi-
cial said.

Surrender
MMuuzzaaffffaarrnnaaggaarr:: Former
BJP MLA Sangit Som on
Tuesday surrendered
before a court here after
a non-bailable warrant
was issued against him
for not appearing in court
in connection with a case
of blocking a road in
2009. Civil Judge Senior
Division Mayank Jaiswal
quashed the non-bailable
warrant against Som and
fixed April 22 for further
hearing in the case. 

Mishap
BBuullddhhaannaa:: The drivers of a
trailer and tanker were
killed when the two heavy
vehicles collided on
Malkapur-Nandura road in
Maharashtra's Buldhana
district, an official said on
Tuesday. The trailer, which
was on its way to
Malkapur, and the tanker
headed to Nandura hit
each other at
Chandurbiswa phata in the
early hours of the day,
resulting in both vehicles
catching fire, he said.

Tusker
SShhaahhddooll:: A couple was
trampled to death by a
herd of wild elephants in a
forested area of Madhya
Pradesh's Shahdol district
on Tuesday, a forest offi-
cial said. The incident took
place near Chitranv village
under Amjhor forest range,
where the victim had gone
to collect mahua in the
morning, chief conservator
of forest of Shahdol range
P K Verma said. 
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Former Lok Sabha speaker
Meira Kumar pays a floral

tribute to Babu Jagjivan Ram
on his birth anniversary, at
Parliament House in New

Delhi, Tuesday.
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Mumbai, Apr 05 (PTI): 

The Enforcement
Directorate has provision-
ally attached assets worth
more than Rs 11.15 crore of
Shiv Sena MP Sanjay
Raut's wife and two of his
associates in a money-
laundering investigation
linked to certain land
deals, the agency said on
Tuesday.

Raut, who has been ac-
cusing the BJP-led Union
government of misusing
central agencies against
its opponents, alleged that
is was an act of vengeance
and said the ED's claims
against him will fall flat.

The attached properties
are in form of lands held
by Pravin M Raut, former
director of Guru Ashish
Construction Pvt Ltd, in
Palghar and Thane dis-
tricts, a flat in Mumbai's
suburban Dadar area of
Sanjay Raut's wife Varsha
Raut and eight plots at

Kihim beach in Alibaug
jointly held by Varsha
Raut and Swapna Patkar,
the agency said in a state-
ment. Swapna Patkar is
the wife of Sujit Patkar
who, according to the ED,
is a close associate of
Sanjay Raut, Shiv Sena's
Rajya Sabha MP and party
spokesperson.

In the Alibaug land deal,
apart from the registered
value, "cash" payments
were made to the sellers,
the agency found. It said
the total value of the at-

tached assets is Rs
11,15,56,573.

The ED action linked to
alleged irregularities in
the re-development of a
Mumbai 'chawl' and other
similar instances, comes
in the backdrop of several
leaders of the Sharad
Pawar-led Nationalist
Congress Party (NCP) also
facing the heat from the
central agency. The Shiv
Sena, NCP and Congress
are part of the Maha Vikas
Aghadi (MVA) govern-
ment in Maharashtra.

Rajnandgaon, Apr 05 (PTI): 

A man in Chhattisgarh's
Ranjangaon has claimed he
lost Rs 81 lakh after a
"Chinese woman" lured him
into investing in a cryp-
tocurrency scheme with the
promise of three-fold re-
turns, a police official said
on Tuesday.

A case has been regis-
tered in Kotwali police sta-
tion on the complaint of Dr
Abhishek Pal, informed
R a j n a n d g a o n
Superintendent of Police
Santosh Singh. "Pal claims
to have got acquainted with
a woman named Anna Li
from Hong Kong through a
social networking site. On
her recommendation, he in-
vested USD 35,000, approxi-
mately Rs 26 lakh, in a trad-
ing app. In all, he invested
USD 107,825, which comes to
Rs 81 lakh," the official said
quoting the complaint. The
SP said Pal was unable to

withdraw his money even
after depositing "tax" as de-
manded by those operating
the scheme, and further
hurdles and "tax" demands
convinced him that he had
been duped. A case has been
registered under IPC and
Information Technology
provisions for cheating and
other offences, the official
added.

New Delhi, Apr 05 (PTI):

Urging BJP MPs to
dedicate themselves
to 'seva' (service) as
the party embarks on

a "samajik nyay pakhwada"
from April 7, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
Tuesday laid down a de-
tailed programme for them
for every day during the 14-
day long exercise.

Speaking at the BJP par-
liamentary meeting a day
ahead of the party's founda-
tion day, Modi cited a num-
ber of welfare schemes of
the government targeting
different segments of socie-
ty and asked MPs to reach
out to people with their de-
tails. Modi is also scheduled

to address BJP members on
Wednesday virtually.

BJP president J P Nadda
underlined the party's rise
in the Northeast, where it is
either in power on its own

or is part of a coalition gov-
ernment, with the first
woman MP from Nagaland,
Phangnon Konyak, who
was elected recently, attend-
ing the meeting. Sources
said Nadda noted that the
party has achieved the feat
of having 100 MPs in Rajya
Sabha for the first time.

Parliamentary Affairs
Minister Pralhad Joshi told
reporters that Modi asked
the MPs to actively partici-
pate in the programmes.
"They should dedicate
themselves to service," he
quoted him as saying. MPs
were given orange caps em-
blazoned with the party's
name or symbol, like the
one which was sported by
the prime minister recently

during his road show in
Gujarat. Some MPs were
also sporting caps carrying
a photo of Modi.

They will sport the cap
during Modi's address on
the foundation day from
Parliament Annexe.

Party MPs and other
members will be highlight-
ing the impact of health in-
surance programme
'Ayushman Bharat' and 'Jan
Aushadhi Kendra', where
medicines are sold at a sub-
sidised rate, on April 7. The
schemes to build houses for
the poor and to reach piped
water to every household
will be at the centre of the
campaign on April 8 and
April 9 respectively, Joshi
said.

New Delhi, Apr 05 (PTI): 

Delhi University Vice
Chancellor Yogesh Singh
on Tuesday released the
varsity's admission policy
for the 2022-23 academic
year and said eligibility
will be decided on the
basis of Common
University Entrance Test
marks.

The admissions to the
university will be held
through the common test
that has been made
mandatory for getting into
45 central varsities in the
country. Till last year, ad-
mission to the Delhi
University was on the

basis of cut-offs marks in
Class 12 board exams.
Calling the new admission
policy a landmark policy,
Singh said that except for
the School of Open
Learning and the
National Collegiate
Women's Education
Board, admission to all
undergraduate pro-
grammes will only be
through the Common
University Entrance Test
(CUET).

"It is mandatory for all
candidates to appear in
CUET-2022, including
those seeking admission
to supernumerary seats.
The eligibility criteria

will be decided on the
basis of marks obtained
in CUET," he said. In 50
per cent seats reserved for
minority colleges, 85 per
cent of the marks for ad-
mission will be taken from
the CUET and the remain-
ing 15 per cent will be de-
cided by the colleges,
Singh said. Admission to
non-reserved 50 per cent
seats will be purely on the
basis of CUET, he said.

Minority colleges like
Jesus and Mary, St
Stephen's and Sri Guru
Teg Bahadur Khalsa have
50 per cent seats reserved
for minority communi-
ties.

Bilaspur, Apr 05: 

A tigress was killed in a
fight with another big cat at
a zoo in Bilaspur district,
an official said on Tuesday.

The tigress named Cheri
was found dead in her cell
in the enclosure at Kanan
Pendari Zoological Garden
on Monday morning, and
the autopsy report suggest-
ed that she died due to as-
phyxiation, the official said.

The incident took place
on the intervening night of
Sunday and Monday, the
zoo's superintendent Sanjay
Luthar said.

A tiger named Bhairav
and Cheri were housed in
separate cells adjacent to
each other. Prima facie, it
appears that the tiger broke
open the gate between the
two cells and entered in the

tigress' shelter causing a
clash, he said.

Bhairav caught Cheri by
her neck and killed her, the
official said. Cheri was
brought to Kanan Pendari
from a zoo in Maharashtra's
Nagpur in 2011 as a part of
an animal exchange pro-
gramme, he said.

New Delhi, Apr 05 (PTI): 

Assets worth Rs 35 crore have
been attached in connection
with the 2013 Saradha chit fund
money laundering case of West
Bengal, the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) said on
Tuesday.
The attached assets are in the
form of vehicles, buildings, flats
and bungalows in Bishnupur,
plot of lands in South 24
Parganas, Nadia, Cooch Behar
and Jalpaiguri, it said in a state-
ment. The "book value" of these
properties is Rs 35 crore, the ED
said. "These properties were
either owned by Saradha Group
or proceeds of crime were
invested in such properties
(Saradha Group having paid full
advance to vendors)," it said.
The Saradha group is alleged to
have run a chit fund scam with

operations spread over the
states of West Bengal, Assam
and Odisha till 2013.
The group is alleged to have
cheated thousands of deposi-
tors, promising abnormally high
returns on investments in its ille-
gal schemes. The anti-money
laundering agency field a crimi-
nal case in 2013 after studying
the Kolkata Police FIRs against
the group and its promoters.
As per the ED, the quantum of
total money mobilised by this
group company is about Rs 2,459
crore out of which about Rs
1,983 crore remains unpaid to
the depositors till date (exclud-
ing the interest amount).
A charge sheet or prosecution
compliant was filed by the
agency in March, 2016 followed
by a supplementary charge
sheet that was filed in August
last year.

New Delhi, Apr 05 (PTI) 
India is full of entrepreneurial
energy and the 'Stand Up India'
initiative is a part of the ongoing
efforts to channelise this spirit
to further progress and prosperi-
ty, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi said on Tuesday. The
Stand-Up India Scheme facili-
tates bank loans between Rs 10
lakh and Rs 1 crore to scheduled
caste or scheduled tribe (ST)
borrowers and women borrow-
ers.
In a tweet, Modi said, "India is
full of entrepreneurial energy
and the 'Stand Up India' initia-
tive is a part of the ongoing
efforts to channelise this spirit
to further progress and prosperi-
ty #6YearsofStandUpIndia".
He also tagged a series of
tweets from the MyGovIndia
handle which highlight various
facets of the 'Stand Up India'
initiative. "Promoting entrepre-
neurship at the grass-root level!
Stand Up India adds #NariShakti
to the nation's growth story.
6YearsOfStandUpIndia,"
MyGovIndia said in a tweet.
The government handle shared
case studies of people who were
benefited through the initiative.

New Delhi, Apr 05 (PTI):

A court here on
Tuesday dismissed
the bail plea of
Rashtriya Janata

Dal's (RJD) youth wing
leader and Jamia Millia
Islamia student Meeran
Haider in a case of alleged
criminal conspiracy relat-
ed to the Delhi Riots in
2020.

Additional Sessions
Judge Amitabh Rawat
passed the order in the
case lodged by the Special
Cell of Delhi Police under
various sections, includ-
ing the stringent Unlawful
Activities (Prevention) Act
(UAPA). Besides Haider,
the police had also charge-
sheeted various other ac-
cused, including former
JNU student leader Umar
Khalid, Sharjeel Imam,

United Against Hate ac-
tivist Khalid Saifi, former
Congress councillor Ishrat
Jahan, Pinjra Tod activists
Gulfisha Fatima, Safoora
Zargar, Natasha Narwal,
and Devangana Kalita and
former AAP councillor
Tahir Hussain.

The police claimed that
a large number of stu-
dents, ex-students, and
other members of a partic-
ular community partici-
pated in the anti-
C A A ( C i t i z e n s h i p
Amendment Act) rally.

Kolkata, Apr 05 (PTI): 

Essential commodities
are becoming dearer by the
day in the metropolis as fuel
prices continue to touch
new highs, burning a hole
in the pockets of the com-
mon man. Prices of vegeta-
bles, foodgrains and cook-
ing oil have been on the up-
ward curve since the last
one week in most Kolkata
markets, traders said. Petrol
and diesel prices were on
Tuesday hiked by 80 paise a
litre each, taking the total
increase in rates in the last
two weeks to Rs 9.20 per
litre, according to a price
notification of state fuel re-
tailers. In Kolkata, a litre of
petrol costs Rs 114.28 and
diesel Rs 99.02 as on
Tuesday.

New Delhi, Apr 05 (PTI): 

The Ministry of
Information and
Broadcasting has directed
the blocking of 22
YouTube-based news chan-
nels, of which four are
from Pakistan, alleging
that they were spreading
fake news that could im-
pact national security, for-
eign relations and public
order.

This is the first time that
action has been taken
against the Indian
YouTube-based news pub-
lishers since the notifica-
tion of the IT Rules, 2021 in
February last year, it said.

In an official statement,
the ministry said that it is-
sued an order on Monday

to block 22 YouTube chan-
nels, three Twitter ac-
counts, one Facebook ac-
count and one news web-
site.

With this action, the
ministry has, since
December 2021, issued di-
rections for blocking 78
YouTube-based news chan-
nels and several other so-
cial media accounts on
grounds related to national
security, sovereignty and
integrity of India, public
order, etc.

Through the recent
blocking order, 18 Indian
and four Pakistan-based
YouTube news channels
have been blocked, the
ministry said, without
naming them. The blocked
YouTube channels had a

cumulative viewership of
over 260 crore, the ministry
said in an official state-
ment, adding that they
were spreading fake news
and coordinated disinfor-
mation over social media
on subjects sensitive from
the perspective of national
security, India's foreign re-
lations, and public order.

According to the min-
istry, multiple YouTube
channels were used to post
fake news on various sub-
jects such as the Indian
Armed Forces, Jammu and
Kashmir, etc. The content
ordered to be blocked also
included certain anti-India
content posted from multi-
ple social media accounts
operated in a coordinated
manner from Pakistan.

ED attaches Sena MP
Sanjay Raut’s linked assets

Shiv Sena MP Sanjay Raut
on Tuesday termed
Enforcement Directorate
(ED) action to attach his
property an attack on mid-
dle class Marathi manoos
and asserted he will not be
cowed by such moves and
resist any act to pressurise
him.
Talking to reporters in New
Delhi, Raut pointed out that
the ED action came on a day
when the Mumbai Police
formed a Special
Investigation Team (SIT) to
probe allegations of extor-
tion against the central
agency's officers.
Last month, the Rajya Sabha
MP had alleged that some
ED officers were running an
extortion racket.
Raut said the ED's action is
an act of vengeance and the
agency's claim against him
will fall flat.

Attack on ‘Middle class
Marathi manoos’

‘India full of
entrepreneurial

energy'

Man claims Chinese woman
lured him to invest Rs 81 lakh

In ponzi 
cryptocurrency
scheme

Victim Dr Abhishek Pal
claims to have got acquaint-
ed with a woman named
Anna Li from Hong Kong
through a social networking
site. On her recommenda-
tion, he invested USD
35,000, approximately Rs 26
lakh, in a trading app. In all,
he invested USD 107,825,
which comes to Rs 81 lakh.
He was unable to withdraw
his money even after
depositing "tax" as
demanded by those operat-
ing the scheme, and further
hurdles and "tax" demands
convinced him that he had
been duped.

About the incident
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Ps Dedicate themselves to ‘seva’

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
with BJP National President JP

Nadda during the BJP
Parliamentary party meeting,

in New Delhi, Tuesday.

DU releases 2022-23 admission
policy, CUET mandatory

Tigress killed in
fight at Bilaspur zoo

The incident took place on
the intervening night of
Sunday and Monday. A tiger
named Bhairav and Cheri
were housed in separate
cells adjacent to each other.
Prima facie, it appears that
the tiger broke open the
gate between the two cells
and entered in the tigress'
shelter causing a
clash.Bhairav caught Cheri
by her neck and killed her.

About the fight

SOOTHING TO EYES

A view of the setting sun in the evening, seen from near the Taj Mahal, in Agra, Tuesday.

SARADHA MONEY LAUNDERING CASE

ED attaches Rs 35 crore
worth assets

18 Indian, 4 Pak YouTube new
channels blocked over fake news

Essential commodities
sizzle as fuel prices 

skyrocket
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TS Court dismisses bail plea of Meeran Haider

Rashtriya Janata Dal's
(RJD) youth wing leader
and Jamia Millia
Islamia student Meeran
Haider in a case of al-
leged criminal conspira-
cy related to the Delhi
Riots in 2020. They al-
leged that the accused
hatched a common con-
spiracy by calling for a
march, leading a mob,
and instigating commu-
nal feelings. Attack on
the police personnel,
damage to police and
public/private property,
stone-pelting, and arson
took place on the barri-
cade/police party sta-
tioned outside Jamia
campus.

Charges against
Haider
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Bhilai, Apr 05: 

On Tuesday, District
Collector chaired a review
meeting and instructed
the officials to work on a
war footing for the next
two months for ensuring
sufficient supply of drink-
ing water. There should be
no shortage of civic
amenities. There must be
no shortage of water in
any ward of the city and
drinking water should be
accessible to every house-
hold. He asked the officials
to work on mission mode
for the next two months.

The Collector said that
there is adequate arrange-
ment of drinking water in
the district. The areas
where there are some
problems, should be re-
solved in coordination
with the concerned agen-
cies. All the citizens must
get drinking water supply

in their homes. He further
said that drinking water is
available in sufficient
quantity in the district,
but the wastage or improp-
er use can cause drinking
water crisis. He asked the
officials to keep an eye on
the supply and check
whether there are leak-
ages in the pipeline. All
tankers are in good condi-
tion. Along with this, it is
necessary to conduct pub-
lic awareness campaigns
for judicious use of drink-
ing water. Additional
Collector Nupur Rashi
Panna, DFO Shashi
Kumar, District Panchayat
CEO Ashwini Dewangan,
Bhilai Corporation
Commissioner Prakash
Sarve and other officers

were present in the meet-
ing. The Collector said
that it has always been a
practice in urban areas to
start a Water Kiosk for the
passers-by during the
summer. Social service or-
ganizations do a great job
in this direction. Where
there are no such organi-
zations, the administrative
staff can open water
kiosks.

The Collector said that
the heat does not only af-
fect the citizens during
summer but the birds are
also highly affected. In this
direction, the civic bodies
should launch a public
awareness campaign. In
the courtyard and bound-
ary wall of every house,
people should place water-

filled bowls for the birds.
There should be arrange-
ments for drinking water
in the villages along the
highway. The Collector
said that the saplings of
various trees were planted
during the rainy season
and great efforts were
made to protect them. The
next two months are very
important. Protection of
plants is of utmost impor-
tance during these
months.

Collector further said
that schools are going to
run till May 15.
Considering the situation,
proper arrangements for
protection from heat
should be made in schools.
To avoid dehydration,
there should be an

arrangement of salt-sugar
solution in schools. The
prayer assembly should be
conducted in shady places
or in the school room it-
self. The children must be
familiarized with the nec-
essary guidelines to avoid
heatstroke. Arrangement
of food etc should be done
on time.

Collector further said
that it should be ensured
that the materials used in
schools, Anganwadis, hos-
tels and departmental of-
fices are procured from
Cmart or Gauthans.
Gauthans are being estab-
lished as rural livelihood
centres. Gauthans are pro-
ducing items like spices
and edible oil also.
Vegetables are also being
produced in the baadis.
Items like soap, sanitizer
are also being produced
here. He asked the officials
to make sure that all the
purchases are done from
the women of SHGs. It will
also be useful from the
point of view of increas-
ing their income and also
getting quality goods at
low cost.

Collector reviews water supply 
preparedness for summer season
 Instructs officials

to work on mission
mode; avoid
wastage of water

Bhilai, Apr 05: 

March 07, 2022 was a
red-letter day in the histo-
ry of SAIL-Bhilai Steel
Plant. On this day, the
Plant crossed the land-
mark of 200 Million
Tonnes (MT) of Crude
Steel production. For the
Plant producing steel for
national infrastructure
development for nearly 63
years, this was another
day of pride and joy.

Of the total 200 MT
crude steel produced, the
older Steel Melting Shop 1
(SMS 1) that was phased
out in recent years, has cu-
mulatively produced
121803072 T before it was
shut down. SMS 1 began
operations with the inau-
gural tapping ceremony of
the first Open Hearth
Furnace that took place
on October 12, 1959.

The Open Hearth
Furnaces of SMS 1 were
subsequently replaced
with Twin Hearth
Furnaces. SMS 1 crossed
the 50 MT mark in cumu-
lative production in
August 1988, the 75 MT
mark in cumulative pro-
duction on August 11, 1999
and 100 MT mark in cumu-
lative production on Dec

26, 2009. By Oct 10, 2019,
that is, in 60 years of its
journey since inception,
the SMS 1 had produced
121.46 MT of crude steel.

The crude steel pro-
duced in SMS 1 was used
to produce ingots that
were further rolled into
billets in the blooming
and billet mill (BBM). The
billets produced in BBM
were used to roll out mer-
chant products including
TMT bars and rods in the
Plant’s Merchant Mills &
Wire Rod Mills. BBM has
since also been phased
out.

The Plant’s Steel
Melting Shop 2 that came
up in the 1980s during the
4 MT expansion with

Concast technology has
cumulatively produced
72125618 T of crude steel
till the 7th of March 22.
SMS 2 produces cast slabs
for Plate Mill and cast
blooms for Rail & Strl
Mill.

The new and modern
Modex unit, Steel Melting
Shop 3 that has come up as
part of the Plant’s 7 MT
expansion programme
and began initial opera-
tions in March 2018 has
cumulatively produced
6083085 T of crude steel till
the 7th of March 22. SMS 3
produces cast billets for
Bar & Rod Mill, Merchant
Mill and Wire Rod Mill
and cast blooms for
Universal Rail Mill.

BSP crosses Historical Milestone of 200
MT Cumulative Crude Steel Production

Bhilai, Apr 05: 

Home Minister
Tamradhwaj Sahu attend-
ed the swearing-in cere-
mony of Tehsil Sahu
Sangh (Durg Rural) at
Gondwana Bhawan, Civil
Lines, Durg. All the
guests congratulated the
newly elected office bear-
ers of the Samaj. Home
Minister Tamradhwaj ad-
ministered the oath to the
newly elected office bear-
ers of Sahu Samaj.

Home Minister
Tamradhwaj Sahu graced
the function as chief
guest while District Sahu
Sangh President Rajesh
Sahu presided over.
Former Cabinet Minister
Ramsheela Sahu, Former
Minister Jageshwar
Sahu, former MLA Dr
Daya Ram Sahu, Former
Chairman Handicrafts
Board Deepak Sahu,
Ramesh Sahu, Khilwan

Sahu, Nandlal Sahu and
Rajendra Sahu were pres-
ent as special guests. The
programme commenced
with offering prayers to
Bhakt Mata Karma. On
the occasion, Home
Minister Tamradhwaj
Sahu said that inspiration
comes from the society it-
self. It has an important
role in establishing an
ideal life. Samaj always
gives courage and faith.

Sahu Samaj has always
been exemplary as it
maintained social harmo-
ny and brotherhood. He
asked the office bearers to
provide a good social at-
mosphere to the coming
generations. He said that
the newly elected office
bearers of the Samaj
should maintain the dig-
nity of their posts. They
must remain kind and
simple to work for the

members of Sahu Samaj.
They must help every per-
son in the society and give
good values to the chil-
dren.

He asked the youth not
to forget the great person-
alities of the Samaj and
follow the path shown by
them to maintain social
harmony. Former
Minister Ramsheela Sahu
congratulated all the of-
fice bearers and asked

them to work towards
building a better society.
Highlighting the ill effects
of drug addiction and in-
toxication, she asked
them to make efforts for
building a drug-free and
addiction – free Samaj.
Pritam Sahu delivered the
welcome address. General
Secretary Umashankar
Sahu proposed the vote of
thanks. Dayaram Sahu
Guruji conducted the pro-
gramme. The newly elect-
ed and nominated office
bearers including
President Pusau Ram
Sahu, Vice President
Dayaram Sahu, Vice
President Sushil Sahu,
General Secretary
Umashankar Sahu,
Treasurer Dwarka Sahu,
Assistant Secretary
Pushpa Sahu, Publicity
Secretary Chetan,
Organization Secretary
Sumran Sahu and others
were present.

Bhilai, Apr 05: 

In the home constituen-
cy of Home Minister
Tamradhwaj Sahu,
women are going to culti-
vate sunflower and
marigold at Gauthan. To
make women self-reliant,
the authorities are not just
providing them opportuni-
ty to work but are also pro-
viding initial capital in the
form of loans to the
women SHGs through the
livelihood mission.
Women will soon start self-
employment activities in
Newai Gauthan of Risali
Municipal Corporation.

On Tuesday, Women and
Child Development in-
charge Ishwari Sahu of
Risali Municipal

Corporation distributed
the responsibility of work-
ing in Newai Gauthan to
the registered women
SHGs. More than 10
women self-help groups
had applied for 5 different
jobs. As the number of
groups was more, the MiC
distributed the works
among them through a

lucky draw system.
It needs to be mentioned

here that during the last
MIC meeting, Mayor
Shashi Sinha had empha-
sized on providing employ-
ment to women in the civic
body limits. Thereafter,
the Women and Child
Development Department
in-charge encouraged

women groups to operate
utensils banks in each
ward. Now the work of
providing employment in
Gauthans has been start-
ed. A loan of Rs 3.15 lakh
has been provided to
Mahamaya Self Help
Group, Newai through
Livelihood Mission for cul-
tivation of vegetables and

sunflower in Newai
Gauthan. Aruna
Dhritalhare and Ayra
Baghel, managers of
Livelihood Mission in-
formed that Rs 2 lakh
loans are also being pro-
vided to other women.

Bharti Women Self Help
Group will conduct
Fisheries; Tulsi Women
Self-Help Group will con-
duct production of dispos-
able cups and plates; Jyoti
Kalash Women Self Help
Group will conduct
Poultry Farming;
Mahamaya Women Self
Help Group will be in-
volved in Vegetable,
Sunflower Cultivation and
Jai Mata Di Self Help
Group will cultivate
Jimikand and Marigold.

Five SHGs to conduct various activities in Newai Gauthan

Robert Poulose

BBhhiillaaii:: Robert Poulose left for
heavenly abode at the age of
80 years on March 03. Funeral
procession was taken out from
his residence situated at 4/12
Pragathi Nagar Risali on
Monday. After the funeral serv-
ice at Risali Church, last rites
of the mortal remains were
performed. He was the father
of Sajee, Sabu and Seema.

Obituary

Provide a better social atmosphere to 
the coming generations: Tamradhwaj Sahu

Bhilai, Apr 05: 

Director I/c Bhilai Steel
Plant, Anirban Dasgupta
on Tuesday met members
of several Non-Works de-
partments of the Plant to
congratulate them for
their performances dur-
ing fiscal year 2021-22.
Director I/c was accompa-
nied by ED (Mines &
Rowghat) Manas Biswas,
ED (M&HS) Dr S K Issar,
ED (Projects) A K Bhatta,

ED (P&A) KK Singh and
other senior officers of
the Plant. Dasgupta and
other senior officers went
to Ispat Bhavan where
they met members of
Materials Management
Department, Finance
Department, Marketing
Department, Mines
Department, C & IT
Department, Personnel
Department and several
other departments with
offices in Ispat Bhavan in-

cluding INCOS, EDD,
RDCIS, CET etc. This was
followed by a visit to the
Human Resources
Development Department
and Projects Department.
Addressing members of
each of these depart-
ments, Dasgupta and
Executive Directors con-
gratulated them for their
performances in fiscal
year 2021-22 and spelt out
challenges before them in
the new fiscal year 2022-23.

Director I/c congratulates Non-Works
Depts for their role in plant performance

Spells out Challenges in New Fiscal Year

Bhilai, Apr 05: Senior
Corporator Vashisth
Narayan Mishra has re-
quested the Chief
Minister to increase the
seats in Swami Atmanand
Government English
School, Sector 6. Mishra
said that the Bhilai Steel
Plant management has
gradually closed down 67
schools which were run by
its education department.
About 5000 to 10000 chil-
dren of BSP employees,
private sector workers,
labourers and underprivi-
leged sections were study-
ing in these schools.
Closure of BSP schools
has made an adverse im-

pact on their studies.
Further, in the last two
years of Covid Pandemic,
many people working in
the private sector have lost
their jobs or are facing
acute financial crises.
Such parents are unable to
bear the fees of private
schools. Mishra further

said that on Chief
Minister’s initiative, 16
schools (SAGES) have
been opened in the district
and 152 schools have been
opened in the state in the
last two years. But the situ-
ation in Bhilai is deterio-
rating as the BSP has
closed down its 67 schools.
Mishra said that after the
announcement made by
the Chief Minister, SAGES
is being run at the Sector 6
school. He demanded that
just like Old Bhilai School,
new sections should be
opened for classes 1 to 12 at
this school. This initiative
will greatly benefit the
children in Bhilai.

Vashisth requests 
CM to increase seats in SAGES

Bhilai, Apr 05: 

The National Service
Scheme students of
Chhattisgarh Agricultural
College, Risali Dhanora
staged a street play in Atal
Chowk in Dhanora for
spreading awareness on
nutrition of pregnant
women and children. This
programme was a part of
the Nutrition Fortnight
observed during March 21
to April 04. Through this
street play, the students
gave information about
good health and other top-
ics related to pregnant
women and children.
Through this play, the stu-

dents explained to the vil-
lagers the importance of a
balanced diet for pregnant
women and children, dis-
eases caused by malnutri-
tion and their prevention.
For maintaining elec-
trolyte balance in the body
and preventing dehydra-
tion during summer, they

suggested consuming
fruits and vegetables ac-
cording to the season like
watermelon, melon, cu-
cumber etc.

BSc (Agriculture) First
year students including
Aastha, Ananya, Ritika,
Ankita, Pratham Soni,
Tanveer, Neeraj, Dojesh,
Hemant Raj, Shyam
Sundar, Ratnesh,
Suryadeep, Muktesh,
Rajiv and Takendra staged
the street plant. National
Service Scheme officer
Vivek Pandey, Principal
Dr Shubhendu Roy and
Sarpanch Manish Sahu
were present in this pro-
gramme.

Agricultural College students spread
awareness through street plays

Bhilai, Apr 05: 

On the auspicious occa-
sion of Navratri, the
Aradhya Durga Mahila
Samiti opened a water
kiosk in Ashish Nagar. In
view of the summer sea-
son, they opened this kiosk

for the passersby. The
Samiti has been involved
in various social service
activities for the past sev-
eral years. Social Worker
Suman Thakur inaugurat-
ed the kiosk. Samiti
President Archana Sahare
spoke about the social

service initiatives of the
samiti. Manju Ghosh con-
ducted the programme.
Prayers were offered to
Maa Durga at Durga
Manch in Ashish Nagar
Risali. Samiti Patron
Pratibha Singh, Prachi
Singh, Rita Bhatnagar,

Mamta, Swati Parmar,
Divya Singh Rekha Singh,
Shipra Majumdar, Vimla,
Meenu Pandey, Shiny,
Usha Paithankar, Padma
Sahu, Hemlata Singh,
Laxmi Yadav, Julie Gupta
and Poonam Singh were
present.

Aradhya Durga Mahila Samiti opens water kiosk
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COLOURFUL LIGHTING

The temple of ‘Maa Mahamaya’ in capital city has been lighted with colourful lights on occasion of ‘Chaitra Navratri’

CM pays tribute to Dau Kalyan
Singh on his birth anniversary

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Apr 05: Chief
Minister Bhupesh
Baghel paid tribute to so-
cial worker and great
philanthropist of
Chhattisgarh, Dau
Kalyan Singh by paying
floral tributes on his por-
trait at his residence of-
fice here. Industries
Minister, Kawasi

Lakhma was also present
on the occasion. Chief
Minister Baghel said that
Dau Kalyan Singh is fa-
mous for charity in
Chhattisgarh. He was al-
ways ready to serve the
poor and downtrodden.
Chief Minister Baghel
said that Dau Kalyan
Singh donated several
acres of land with free
hands for many works
like DKS Hospital,
Raipur, many other hos-
pitals, libraries, colleges
and reservoirs etc. This
helped in providing easy
education and medical fa-
cilities to every section of
the society. He said that
Dau ji’s virtuous deeds
will always be remem-
bered. His name will al-
ways be taken with re-
spect in Chhattisgarh.

Khairagarh, Apr 05:
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel conducted massive
campaigning for party
candidate Yashoda Verma
for Khairagarh by-poll
holding public meetings in
Bakarkatta, Salhewara,
Palimeta villages. In these
meetings, people in large
number attended the gath-
ering. At many places CM
also addressed press con-
ference and came down
heavily against the BJP
and its leaders.

CM Baghel said that it
was former PM Late Atal
Behari Vajpayee who
promised to form new
State of Chhattisgarh if
BJP wins all 11 LS seats in
the state and questioned
whether it was clear-cut
negotiation or not? On
this Baghel said as to why
the BJP leaders are hav-

ing problem over his dec-
laration of formation of
new district of
Khairagarh.

Speaking to media per-
sons Baghel said that
Raman Singh led BJP gov-
ernment in the state for
last 15 yrs and never made
Khairagarh as a new
District. But now it is the
Congress party which has
promised to form
Khairagarh as new
District and still BJP lead-
ers are having problems.
CM Baghel charged that
BJP is a rumour spread-
ing machine.

CM Baghel further said
that the party has neither
mentioned about victory
of Congress candidate or
formation of new district
within 24 hrs of winning

Khairagarh by-poll, in lieu
of it. The people demand-
ing formation of new dis-
trict of Khairagarh were
reportedly beaten up by
pro-BJP workers and lead-
ers on Raman Singh be-
hest, Baghel charged and
added that Raman Singh
has always ignored
Khairagarh. They were
even put behind bars.
Baghel said that the de-
mand for formation of
Khairagarh as district has
been there since begin-
ning.

Further CM Baghel said
that the BJP has started
inviting leaders, CMs
from other state for cam-
paigning  and this clearly
indicates that BJP has al-
ready accepted its defeat.
During the election cam-
paign by CM, cabinet
Ministers Ravindra
Choubey, Kawasi Lakhma,
PCC Chief Mohan
Markam, and other lead-
ers were also present. CM
on this occasion urged the
people to vote in favour of
Congress candidate and
make her victorious.

RRaaiippuurr,,  AApprr  0055::  Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
has made a big announce-
ment for the candidates of
competitive examination.
He has said that no fee will
be charged for the exami-
nation conducted by the

Special Junior Staff
Selection Board. 

It is worth mentioning
that the Chief Minister
already made an announce-
ment in the state budget
exempting local candidates
from paying examination
fees in exams conducted by
state PSC and professional
examination board
(Vyapam). Now there is a
wave of joy among candi-
dates with the announce-
ment of examination fee
waiver for exams conduct-
ed by Special Junior Staff
Selection Board. 

It is worth mentioning
that the NSUI members met
the Chief Minister today

and demanded to waive off
examination fee. Chief
Minister Mr. Baghel made
an immediate announce-
ment to waive off the exam-
ination fee. Students
preparing for the examina-
tions said that this decision
will bring great relief to the
students belonging to
weaker sections as many
candidates used to face dif-
ficulties in paying examina-
tion fee due to lack of
money. 

Meanwhile, examination
is being conducted by the
Special Junior Staff
Selection Board for the
third and fourth grade posts
in Bastar and Surguja.

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Apr 05: A high-
voltage drama prevailed in
front of Ambedkar
Hospital on Tuesday
morning after a young
man climbed on the sky-
walk built right in front of
the Hospital and kept
threatening to commit sui-
cide by jumping down on
being denied proper treat-
ment in the hospital. The
passers-by gathered in the
area soon on seeing him
hanging on the skywalk

and informed the police.
MLA Kuldeep Juneja

too reached the spot from
nearby Devendra Nagar
Chowk immediately after

receiving information and
tried to urge the young
man to come down. But
the young man kept saying
that he would get down
only after arrival of SP and
Collector. This young man
named Saket, said that he
was upset because of not

getting proper treatment in
Ambedkar Hospital and
that he would like to com-
mit suicide. The people, po-
lice and fire department
tried to persuade him for
about 45 minutes to come
down but he kept threaten-
ing to jump down.

Fire department’s rescue
team member Anil
Mandlay, Yogesh and Penu
climbed the bridge while
trying to persuade him. But
then the young man
hanged upside down with
the help of his leg. He then
jumped off. Laxmi Verma,
Rajesh Kashyap, Khuman
Verma, Stephen, Ishwar
Rao of the second team of
the fire department present
along with the police

caught the young man. The
youth also suffered minor
injuries. He was admitted
to Ambedkar Hospital for
treatment. According to the
information available, the
young man named Saket is
a resident of Satna in
Madhya Pradesh. Due to
lack of treatment in the
hospital, he got into an ar-
gument with the hospital
staff, after which he came
out of the hospital and
climbed the skywalk in
front of it. Situation of
traffic jam was also created
on the road. Police are now
tracing the family mem-
bers of the youth. Action
can also be taken against
him for his attempt to
commit suicide.

Youth jumps off skywalk while threatening to commit suicide
Complains of lack
of treatment in
hospital

Was Atalji’s demand for
11 LS seats not a deal: CM

Questions as to
why BJP is having
problem on forma-
tion of new
Khairagarh district

‘Exemption of examination fee for
exam conducted by State PSC’

CM makes a big
announcement for
the candidates of
competitive exami-
nation

Wave of joy among
the candidates of
competitive exami-
nations

Raipur, Apr 05: Water cri-
sis in Birgaon Municipal
Corporation area is ex-
pected to be resolved soon.
The residents of Birgaon
will start getting clean and
plentiful water for use
shortly. Collector Sourabh
Kumar held a marathon
meeting with the officials
regarding the shortage of
water in Birgaon. Raipur
Rural Area MLA
Satyanarayan Sharma
was also present in the
meeting. Sharma also
agreed to use the MLA
fund to solve the water
problem in Birgaon and
asked the officials to take
all possible measures to

solve the problem at the
earliest.

In this high level meet-
ing, Collector Sourabh
Kumar reviewed in depth
the reasons for the prob-
lem of water scarcity and
water contamination in
Birgaon Municipal
Corporation area and in-
structed the officers to
take prompt action to
solve it. The Collector in-
structed CSIDC officers
present in the meeting to
immediately supply one
and a half MLD water
from Urla’s water treat-

ment plant to Birgaon
Municipal Corporation.

The Collector also asked
the Water Resources
Department to make avail-
able water from Bendri
Anicut to Birgaon
Municipal Corporation
from the intake well of
CSIDC at the earliest. He
also instructed the offi-
cers of Raipur Municipal
Corporation to supply
water to Birgaon
Municipal Corporation
from overhead reservoir
of Khamtrai on the basis
of need and availability.

The collector also asked
to take information about
the water available at
present in the factories
and tube wells of facto-
ries in Urla industrial
area. Proper arrange-
ments of transportation
for water supply will be
made by Birgaon
Municipal Corporation.
Kumar also directed the
officers to ensure that
tankers are arranged in
adequate number for
water transportation.

During the discussion
on the problem of con-
taminated water, the offi-
cials said that the prob-
lem of contaminated
water arose due to low
water level in Kharun
river. The Collector also
constituted a committee
of officers of
Environment Pollution
Control Board under the

chairmanship of SDM to
investigate the ETP of in-
dustries attached to the
Tendua Nala. Kumar also
directed to appoint an
agency for regular check-
ing of water quality of
water treatment plants of
Birgaon Municipal
Corporation and CSIDC
in the meeting. Municipal
Corporation Raipur
Commissioner Prabhat
Malik, Birgaon
Municipal Corporation
Commissioner Shrikant
Verma, Water Resources
Department, CSIDC offi-
cials along with District
Cooperative Bank
President Pankaj
Sharma, Mayor Nandlal
Devangan, Chairman
Kriparam Nishad, MIC
members Ikram Ahmed,
Om Prakash Sahu and
Shiv Sahu also attended
the meeting.

Birgaon residents to get enough water soon
1.5 MLD water to be
available from Urla
Water Treatment
Plant 

Certificates to be 
distributed to all eligible

students by April 30
RRaaiippuurr,,  AApprr  0055:: Collector
Sourabh Kumar informed
that a camp would be organ-
ized for making and distrib-
uting caste, residence and
income certificates of
school students. The collec-
tor has directed all the sub-
divisional magistrates,
through a letter, to ensure
distribution of residence,
caste and income certifi-
cates of all the characters
by April 30.

He instructed to make
certificates on all the appli-
cations that are pending in
the offices so far and dis-
tribute them at the school
level. Collector has asked
the concerned officers to
take personal interest in this
work and do it seriously. He
has also asked the Block
Education Officer and
Tehsildar to cooperate in
this work at the block level.

Raipur, Apr 05: If India
has to become Super Power
and fulfill the responsibility
of India’s independence,
then every youth of this
country will have to take a
pledge to serve the nation
for the first two years before
starting their career after
studies. Freedom is
achieved by sacrifices and
its dream can also be real-
ized by sacrifice. Make
youth life meaningful by
taking this resolution.
These were said by Mukul
Kanitkar, All India
Organization Secretary of
Bharatiya Shikshan
Mandal as a keynote speak-
er in a discussion on the
topic of responsibility of
freedom at Mats University.

Kanitkar said that today
when the whole country is
celebrating 75 years of in-
dependence, then we need
to remember how many he-
roes sacrificed their lives

for the sake of independ-
ence, dedicated themself
and devoted his youth.
Kanatkar said that starting
from the struggle that the
tribal brothers of our forest
dwelling area, then the war
of 1857 and various types of
agitations. How many peo-
ple have given their whole
life to their country? Our
country is free today due to
the sacrifice of thousands
of heroes who laid down
their dreams of life for the
motherland in their youth.
What is the responsibility
of this freedom, the free-

dom which is got after sac-
rifice, we have to fulfill the
responsibility of it in our
life. Every youth of this
country, before deciding the
direction of their life, be-
fore building their career,
have to decide that they
should serve the nation for
at least two years. The spe-
cial guest of the program,
Chairman, Chhattisgarh
Yoga Commission, Gyanesh
Sharma said that there is a
need for everyone to under-
stand how important yoga
is for every person, espe-
cially the students. In the

Corona period of two years,
we have got this lesson that
health is important in
human life. We all should
make yoga a part of our
daily routine.

Earlier, Chancellor of
Mats University, Gajraj
Pagaria said that today is
an important day for Mats
University as Mukul
Kanitkar is present among
us who is known through-
out the country. He has ded-
icated his entire life for the
upliftment and moderniza-
tion of education. It is the
result of his efforts that the
employment oriented new
education policy was imple-
mented. On this occasion,
the guests inaugurated the
latest fully equipped yoga
hall and psychology lab at
Mats University. Gajraj
Pagaria, Chancellor of
Mats University felicitated
all the guests with memen-
toes.

Serve the nation for two years prior to your career: Kanitkar
RRaaiippuurr,,  AApprr  0055::  Social Welfare
Minister Mrs. Anila Bhendia has
said that Yoga is the basis of a
healthy lifestyle. Yoga keeps us
connected with nature. Yoga
infuses positive energy along
with physical strength in us. He
said that Yoga played a positive
role in removing the physical and
mental problems faced by the
people during the time of Corona
pandemic. Mr. Bhedia was
addressing a yoga conference
and felicitation program organ-
ized by the Yoga Commission at
Lakhiram Auditorium in Bilaspur
on Monday. Chairman of
Chhattisgarh Yoga Commission
Mr. Gyanesh Sharma, Mayor Mr.
Ramsharan Yadav, Chairman of
Municipal Corporation Mr.
Sheikh Nazruddin, President of
Chhattisgarh State Co-operative
Housing Association Mr. Ashok
Agrawal, President of District
Co-operative Central Bank Mr.
Pramod Nayak, former MLA of
Bilha Mr. Siyaram Kaushik, for-
mer Mayor Mrs. Vani Rao, for-
mer Mayor, Rajesh Pandey,

Member of Yoga Commission,
Ravinder Singh, Bilaspur IG,
Ratanlal Dangi were specially
present. 

Mrs. Bhedia said that the
importance of yoga increases
even more in managing the
decreasing physical immunity,

stressful and hectic lifestyle.
There is a need for awareness of
Yoga among all the people of the
society. So that we can become
cooperative in building a healthy
society, state and country. He
appealed to all the people of the
state to compulsorily include

yoga in their daily routine to
keep the body and mind healthy.
State Yoga Commission
Chairman,  Gyanesh Sharma said
that Yoga Commission is contin-
uously working towards making
people aware of Yoga. He high-
lighted the efforts being made
by the Yoga Commission. Mayor
Ramsharan Yadav said that Yoga
should be included as a subject
in the school curriculum. In the
program, Minister Mrs. Bhedia
felicitated yoga institutes,
Brahma Kumaris, Art of Living,
Patanjali, Gayatri Sansthan and
Shuddha Yoga Center, Head of
Departments and Professors of
Yoga in universities, Yoga
instructors including
Yogacharyas by giving citation
and insignia. On this occasion,
school children and yoga instruc-
tors performed various yoga
postures. A large number of dig-
nitaries, including member of
State Child Protection
Commission, Mrs. Pooja
Khanuja, were present in the
award ceremony.

Yoga is the basis of healthy lifestyle: Bhedia

Administrative approval
of Rs 1.70 cr granted

RRaaiippuurr,,    AApprr  0055::  As per the
direction of Chief Minister Mr.
Bhupesh Baghel, dykes are
being constructed for the con-
servation and promotion of
ground water in rivers and
streams in the state. In connec-
tion with the approval of dyke
construction by the Ministry of
Water Resources, approval has
been given for construction of
dyke on Shivnath River near
village Kukurdi under Masturi
development block of Bilaspur
district. Administrative
approval of Rs one crore 70
lakh 38 thousand has been
given to Chief Engineer Hasdeo
Kacchar Bilaspur for this work.
The construction of this dyke
will prevent and utilize the sub-
surface flow water as well as
increase the ground water
level of the nearby villages.

Rabi Loan worth 666 cr
provided to farmers

RRaaiippuurr::  So far, a loan of Rs 666
crore 5 lakh has been given by
the state government to the
farmers for the cultivation of
Rabi crops, which is 129 per-
cent more than the target dis-
bursement of Rs 600 crore loan
for Rabi crops. This loan is
being provided to the farmers
through cooperative societies
without any interest. So far, a
loan of Rs 666 crore 5 lakh has
been disbursed to the farmers
for the Rabi season.
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WARNING SIGNALS

With plastic and other waste including drain water getting mixed into ponds, its 
existence is in danger and water is of no use.

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Apr 04: The
Governor, Ms. Anusuiya
Uikey, participated in the
‘White Coat Ceremony’ of
the   B.D.S. students, first
year  at Dr. Harvansh
Singh Judge Dental
Institute organised by
Punjab University in
Chandigarh. The program
was duly started by light-
ing the lamp by Governor
Ms. Uikey and co-guests.
On this occasion, the
Governor gave white coats
to the students entering
the institute and asked
them to study better in the
medical field and work for
the service of humanity. It
is noteworthy that Punjab
University is one of the
oldest and prestigious uni-
versities, which was estab-
lished in 1882 in Lahore.
About 200 colleges are run-
ning under it. Addressing
the ‘White Coat
Ceremony’, Governor Ms.

Uikey said that the white
coat you got today has a
special significance. This
coat is a sign of trust as
well as giving you a
unique identity among the
general public. May you
all maintain the dignity of
this coat and follow your
responsibilities.

Governor Ms. Uikey
said that the ‘White Coat
Ceremony’ is a golden op-
portunity for the students
of the medical institute, so
that the students taking

admission in the institute
get information about
their professors and the in-
stitute which improves
their college and academic
experience. On this occa-
sion, congratulating  all
the students getting ad-
mission and wished them
all the best for their bright
future. Governor Ms.
Uikey said that two times
are very important for any
educational institution.
One is the time when stu-
dents take admission in

the institute to fulfill their
dreams and the other leave
the institute for practical
use of the education ac-
quired after study. I believe
that the campus where
youths build their dreams
must be welcome. This
welcome ceremony will
surely boost the confi-
dence and encouragement
of the students. He said
that this golden time
would inculcate in the stu-
dents of Dental College
the sensitivity and respon-
sibility of their profession.
This White Coat
Ceremony will emphasize
on continuing its princi-
ples of education, health,
research, patient service
and care in line with the
objectives of the establish-
ment. Dental students
work to give people a
healthy smile. Like vari-
ous fields of medical sci-
ence, dentistry has its own
special importance.

There is a need to make
people aware about the
special care of teeth along
with other parts of the
body. The spirit of service
is the core of the medical
profession. You all have to
be sensitive and serve the

patients. Patients will
come to you with great ex-
pectation. Your effort
should be to remove their
problems and give them
health benefits. The exam-
ple set by the people work-
ing in the medical field by
serving humanity in the
difficult times of Covid
cannot be forgotten.
Choosing this as a profes-
sion is an important deci-
sion for all of young stu-
dents which will give you
special experience as well
as self-satisfaction. This
sector of service is not
only reputed but will play
a role in building a healthy
society.

The program was at-
tended by the Vice
Chancellor of Punjab
University, Professor,
Rajkumar, Dean Professor,
Renu Vig, Registrar
Vikram Nayar, Dean
Research, Professor
Sudhir, Controller
Professor Jagat Bhushan,
Dr. Harvansh Singh Judge
Institute of Dental
Sciences and Hospital
Principal Professor
Hemant Batra, professors,
principals and students
were present.

Governor participates in White Coat Ceremony 
Of Dr. Harvansh
Singh Judge Dental
Institute,
Chandigarh

Raipur, Apr 04: State
Home Minister
Tamradhwaj Sahu inaugu-
rated the newly construct-
ed mural on the boundary
wall of Directorate of
Sainik Welfare, Raipur in
a special function. These
frescoes depict various ac-
tivities of the Indian
Armed Forces. These
newly constructed fres-
coes on the boundary wall
of Sainik Kalyan Complex
show the historical work
done by the Indian forces
and the strength of the
army. By displaying the
bravery of the army
through graffiti, it will act
as an inspiration for the
youth of the state, which
will attract the attention of
the youth towards the
army and will motivate
them to join the Indian
army. Home Minister
Sahu also released the
newly constructed audito-
rium and upgrade website

of Rajya Sainik Welfare
Board (RSWB) on this oc-
casion.

In the program, Home
Minister, Tamradhwaj
Sahu felicitated the brave
mother of martyr Lt. Rajiv
Pandey (Vir Chakra) with
shawl and shriphal and
handed over the grant of
ex-servicemen beneficiar-
ies. The Home Minister,
Tamradhwaj Sahu, in his
address, appreciated the

valor, sacrifice and dedica-
tion of the soldiers and as-
sured all possible help for
the welfare of the ex-ser-
vicemen. He also appreci-
ated the undertakings of
Sainik Welfare Board and
Jhanda Day Fund.

During this, the Home
Minister interacted with
the ex-servicemen and
their families and assured
to solve their problems.
The Home Minister,

Tamradhwaj Sahu, in his
address, appreciated the
valor, sacrifice and dedica-
tion of the soldiers and as-
sured all possible help for
the welfare of the ex-ser-
vicemen. He also appreci-
ated the workings of
Sainik Welfare Board and
donated Rs 11001 to Flag
Day Fund. On this occa-
sion, the Home Minister
interacted with the ex-ser-
vicemen and their families
and assured to solve their
problems. The program
was attended by MLA and
Housing Board,
Chairman, Kuldeep
Juneja, Dhananjay
Devangan, Secretary,
Home Department, Major
General Sanjay Sharma
(Retd), Air Commodore SK
Singh, Commander, Anti
Naxal Task Force,
Pradeep Tandon,
President Jindal Steel and
other dignitaries were
present.

Tamradhwaj Sahu inaugurates
auditorium in RSWB office

Bemetara, Apr 05:
Chaitra Navratri
Mahaparva was celebrated
in the campus of Allons
Public School (Pre-Primary
Department) this morning
for Chaitra Pratipada,
Nutanvarsh and Mangal
Kamna. Dr. Satyajit Hota,
Principal of the School in-
augurated the programme
by offering flowers at the
feet of Maa Durga and
lighting a lamp . In his ad-
dress, he first greeted tiny
tots for the New Year and
said that Navratri is a very
unique and wonderful festi-
val for grooming and refin-
ing oneself in the twilight
of two seasons. From

Pratipada to Navami of
Shukla Paksha of Chaitra
month, this festival is cele-
brated with great gaiety.
The first day is the day of
worship of Mother
Shailputri. Parvati, the
daughter of the Himalayas,
is also the protector of all
wild animals and the fierce
ascetic, the trishul in the
right hand of Shailputri
which symbolizes religion,
meaning and salvation.
The same lotus flower
adorned in the left hand
gives the message of stay-
ing away from it by staying
in the gross world. We
should worship the nine
forms of Mother Goddess

with full devotion and law.
On the second day of
Navratri, Brahmancharini
is worshipped. Brahma
means one self -existent
spirit, the sacred wisdom.
and charini means one who
behaves. By worshipping it,
man is always cool and
does not deviate from his
path. He said that the
virtues derived from these
nine forms of mother
should be given to the stu-
dents through teachers. On
the third day, the form of
the lunar hour is as bright
as gold, we should try to
have the same brightness
inside us. The Tiny Tots of
the school received bless-
ings by supplicating  at the
feet of Mother Goddess.
Thereafter, the programme
was concluded by distribut-
ing prasad.

The school management
Kamaljit Arora, Director
Pushkal Arora, School
Administrator Sunil
Sharma, Madam Ruchi
Arora, parents and teach-
ers were present at the
event.

Ambikapur, Apr 05:
Surguja Police has nabbed
3 accused involved in more
than 40 odd theft incidents
and the accused  have been
arrested from  UP and

Madhya Pradesh. The
Police has also recovered
cash and gold, silver jew-
elleries worth Rs 4.5 lakh
from their possession.

As per information in
this regard, Surguja Police
has taken into arrested 3
accused involved in more
than 40 theft incidents in
the region. All the three

accused have conducted
theft in Ambikapur,
Kotwali Thana and
Gandhi Nagar thana area.
There are total of 36 cases
of theft against the thieves
and the Police has also re-
covered 458 gms gold, 2.50
kg Silver jewelleries and
cash of Rs 4.5 lakh, total-
ing more than Rs 30 lakhs.

Three nabbed with cash, jewelleries worth Rs 30 lakh
Were involved in
more than 40 thefts
in Ambikapur region

Prayers held in Allons premises Minor administrative
changes in CU

BBiillaassppuurr,,  AApprr  0055:: Guru
Ghasidas University, Dr. Ajay
Singh, Assistant Professor,
Law Department is appointed
as Head of Department in
charge of Law Department in
place of Dr. Sagar Kumar
Jaisawal, Assistant Professor,
Law Department, till further
orders for smooth operation of
various administrative
arrangement.

Smooth operation of various
administrative arrangements,
the following teachers are
appointed as Superintendents
of the hostels mentioned
against their names till further
orders. Teacher Dr Sanosh
Soni, Asst. Prof. Deptt of IT
and Dr Sanjay Kumar Bharti,
Asst. Prof. Deptt of Pharmacy
have been appointed as in-
charge of Swami Vivekanand
Boys’ Hostel and Dr RK Sharma
Asst. Prof. Deptt of Economic
has been appointed as in-
charge of Shaheed
Veernarayan Singh Boys’
Hostel and and Dr AK Singh,
Asst. Prof. Forestry Deptt as in-
charge of  Dr BR Ambedkar
Boys’ Hostel. This order has
been brought into order with
immediate effect.

Raipur, Apr 05: Eighty six
per cent of the population
above 18 years and 48 per
cent children in 15 to 18
years age group in the state
are now fully vaccinated
against Covid-19. In both
the age groups, one crore 68

lakh 47 thousand 820 and
seven lakh 89 thousand 423
people have been adminis-
tered both doses of the vac-
cine respectively. One crore
76 lakh 37 thousand 243 peo-
ple are fully vaccinated in
the state so far (till April 4).
Similarly, precaution doses
have been administered to
four lakh 40 thousand 754
health workers, frontline
workers and people above
60 years of age. Four lakh 13
thousand 301 children in
the age group of 12 to 14
years have been adminis-
tered first dose of the vac-
cine.

The first dose of Covid-19
vaccine has been adminis-
tered to nearly 100 per cent
of the population above 18
years and 69 per cent of
children in 15 to 18 years
age group in the state. This
includes one crore 98 lakh

39 thousand 909 citizens
above 18 years and 11 lakh
34 thousand 701 adolescents
of 15 to 18 years. A total of

three crore 94 lakh 65 thou-
sand 908 vaccines have been
administered so far across
the state, including both the

aforementioned age groups,
precaution doses and chil-
dren in 12 to 14 years age
group in the state.

86% adult population and 48% children fully jabbed
In 15 to 18 years age
group in Ch’garh 

Precaution doses
administered to
4.41 lakh people,
4.13 lakh children in
12 to 14 age group
have received their
first dose

A total of 3.95 cr
Covid-19 vaccines
administered in the
state so far

Raipur, Apr 05: Number
of active COVID-19 cases
in the state is steadily de-
creasing because of the
speedy recovery of COVID
patients and decline in the
number of new patients
identified per day. At pres-
ent, the number of active
COVID infected patients
in the state is 88 and there
is no active COVID patient
in Bemetara,
Mahasamund, Gariaband,
Janjgir-Champa, Gaurela-
Pendra-Marwahi, Kanker
and Narayanpur districts

of the state. The current
average positivity rate of
the state is 0.17 percent.

No new case of corona
has been reported in 20
districts of the state as on
April 4. On this day, 7217
samples were tested
across the state, in which
12 were found COVID-in-
fected. No cases were
found in 20 districts of the
state including
Rajnandgaon, Balod,
Bemetara, Kabirdham,
Balodabazar-Bhatapara,
M a h a s a m u n d ,

Gariaband, Raigarh,
J a n j g i r - C h a m p a ,
Mungeli, Gaurela-Pendra-
Marwahi, Sarguja,
Koriya, Surajpur,
Jashpur, Bastar,
Kondagaon, Dantewada,
Kanker and Narayanpur
on April 4. On this day one
case each was found in
Durg, Raipur, Dhamtari,
Balrampur-Ramanujganj
and Bijapur, two each in
Korba and Sukma and
three people in Bilaspur
have been found COVID
infected.

Steady decline in the number of COVID patients in state Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Apr 05: In a
fashion show organized
by Fashion Affinity at
Courtyard Marriott, a
prestigious hotel in
Raipur, the capital of
Chhattisgarh, Dr
Sandhya Sahu of the cap-
ital was honored with
the award of Mrs
Rajdhani. Dr. Sandhya
Sahu was also given the
title of Mrs Face of the
Year 2022. Dr Sandhya
has been selected for the
Mrs India fashion com-
petition to be held at the
national level soon in
Goa, in which she will
also participate.

The final round of this
competition was held
from 27 to 30 March. Dr

Sandhya is a homeopath-
ic doctor by profession
and at the same time she
is also fond of modeling.
Dr Sandhya also goes to
remote and inaccessible
areas and treats the poor
free of cost. This award
is considered a very pres-
tigious award.

In this fashion show,
director of Mumbai’s fa-
mous film production
house Mayur da ji, film
maker Deepak, director
of this program Anita
Khandelwal, Miss
Universe Shahnaz
Sheikh, Miss Femina
Apoorva, film actress
Leslie Tripathi, Ishant
Kesarwani Rohit
Tripathi Lakshya
Choure and other digni-
taries were present.

Dr Sandhya Sahu becomes Mrs
Rajdhani and Face of the Year 2022

Raipur, Apr 05: The
Health Department has
called for vaccination of
all infants and high-risk

individuals against
Hepatitis B as part of the
routine immunization
programme. If hepatitis
is not treated on time, it
causes liver failure or
liver cancer. Hepatitis is
an infectious disease that
damages the liver by
causing inflammation. If
hepatitis is not treated on
time, it can be fatal.

Under the National
Viral Hepatitis Control
Program, there is a sys-
tem of free investigation
and treatment of dis-
eases caused by hepatitis
infection in the state.
There is a facility for its
testing with rapid diag-

nostic kits up to the sub
health center level in the
state. It is examined and
treated free of cost in all
district hospitals and
hospitals affiliated to
government medical col-
leges.

State Nodal Officer of
National Viral Hepatitis
Control Program Dr
Dharmendra Gahvai
said that mainly four
viruses A, B, C and E are
considered to be the
cause of this disease. Of
these, hepatitis A and E
are less serious and usu-
ally short-term infec-
tions. In most cases, they
go away on their own. It

is caused by eating con-
taminated food or drink-
ing contaminated water.
Hepatitis B and C are the
more serious types of the
virus and cause long-
term (chronic) infections
of the liver. Infection
with the hepatitis B or C
virus can cause severe
liver damage, which can
lead to liver failure from
liver cirrhosis and, in
some cases, liver cancer.

Dr Gahvai informed
that the hepatitis B and C
infection spreads
through contaminated
blood transfer from an in-
fected person. It can be
spread from person to

person through drug in-
jection and sharing nee-
dles, unprotected ear
piercing or tattooing, un-
protected sex, sharing
shaving razors, nail cut-
ters, etc. It can also be
transmitted from a preg-
nant woman to a new-
born baby. In most peo-
ple, hepatitis B or C infec-
tion occurs without
symptoms in the early
stages. Late detection of
the disease leads to se-
vere liver damage and
complications of liver
failure.

If hepatitis C is detect-
ed in the early stages, it
can be treated with medi-

cines for three to six
months. Hepatitis B
virus infection is not
completely curable, but it
can be effectively treated
with the use of medi-
cines. This keeps most
patients healthy during
their lifetime. All infants
and high-risk adults are
now vaccinated against
hepatitis B. They must be
vaccinated to protect
them from hepatitis.
Unless the infection is di-
agnosed, monitored and
treated, many people can
eventually develop seri-
ous life-threatening liver
disease.

The World Health

Organization has started
celebrating World
Hepatitis Day on 28 July
every year to bring
awareness about hepati-
tis and to inform people
about its detection and
treatment.

The World Health
Organization is actively
campaigning to elimi-
nate viral hepatitis by
2030. The Government of
India has launched the
National Viral Hepatitis
Control Program from
the year 2018 to control
and prevent Hepatitis.
Under this, free screen-
ing and treatment of dis-
eases caused by hepatitis

infection is done.
All children and ado-

lescents who are under
the age of 18 and who
have not previously been
vaccinated should get the
hepatitis B vaccine.
People who frequently
need blood or blood prod-
ucts, patients on dialysis,
recipients of solid organ
transplants, and inmates
in prisons must get the
injection.

Health workers and
others who may come
into contact with blood
and blood products in the
course of their work
should also be vaccinated
against hepatitis B.

Babies and high-risk individuals must be vaccinated against hepatitis B
Hepatitis may raise
risk of liver failure
or liver cancer if not
treated on time

Rapid diagnostic kit
testing up to the
sub-health center
level, free testing
and treatment in
district hospitals
and medical college
hospitals
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MMaaiinnppuurr,,  AApprr  0055::  Electricity
reached here in village
Karidongri, after 75 years of
independence, and the vil-
lagers welcomed the illumina-
tion by worshipping on the
first day of Navratri festival.
The region also resonated in
slogans for the state govern-
ment appreciating its develop-
mental schemes. The village
situated in the extremes of
gram Panchayat Mardakala, is
still tough to reach, due to lack
of pucca roads and bridges,
and the coming of power sup-

ply is all set to change the lives
of many villagers, especially
the youth population. The vil-
lagers of the region were long
trying to get electricity con-
nection in the region and
under the leadership of Yuva
Congress Grameen President
Yashwant Yadav and Nutan
Markam had submitted memo-
randum to ministers and offi-
cials pertaining the issue.
Taking the issue on a serious
note, the administration in the
past six months erected 60-70
electricity polls in the region

and electricity supply was
finally started. The people of
the region have thanked the
CM, Ministers and officials for
the electricity supply and have
opined that the power supply
will finally aid in helping the
children study in night hours
and the operation of tube wells
in summers. Present were
Yashwant Yadav, Baishakuram
Nagesh, Nutan Markam,
Bhuneshwar Patel, Narsingh
Nagesh , Rameshwar Netam
and hundreds of villagers were
present.

Electricity reaches Karidongri
after 75 yrs of Independence Konta, Apr 05: 

Sand mafia Chithluri
Rajesh, a resident of
Konta in Sukma district of
Chhattisgarh state, has
been sitting as a sand con-
tractor for the last 05,06
years, not doing his teach-
ing work. It is to be
known that 05 years back
teacher Rajesh through
his father took a tender in
the name of his father,
after which his father died
a few years later. After
the death of the father, the
tender was changed in the
name of his mother, Mrs.
CH Padmavati, who lives
in her home village. The
sand tender is only for the
name of the parents, but
the whole work is done by
their son teacher Rajesh,
where in some bills like
way-bill, pit-pass bill, the
signature of the person
who got the tender, that
signature is also there.
Rajesh himself does it.

Rajesh has been busy
doing sand work for many
years by not attending his
academic work. In
Sukma district, the spirits
of many sand mafia like
Rajesh (teacher) are so
high that even flout the
rules of governance and
administration. Even
after being a government
employee, Rajesh has no
fear of the administra-
tion. Instructions were
given to the district officer
to take strict action
against illegal mining
mafia, but Sukma district
administration does not
take any action against
such people.

Teacher CH Rajesh has
been engaged in contract-
ing works by staying in
Konta Nagar by not giving
his presence in his origi-
nal posted school
Gattapad for many years.
For many years, his salary
is being withdrawn every
month by the Education

Department without any
inquiry. According to the
information, CH Rajesh is
withdrawing his salary by
setting up Sarpanch,
Secretary and CAC.

The biggest thing is that
CH Rajesh has been post-
ed as Class III employee in
the year 01/01/2005. For
almost 17 years, he has not
yet seen the face of his
original school and they
do not even know whether
the school is running
there or not and how
many children study in
their school. The surpris-
ing and surprising thing
is that for the last many
years, a teacher is not
even going to his school
and is also withdrawing
salary every month.

From Bastar division
and from Sukma district,
sometimes the top officers
and collectors of educa-
tion department come for
inspection, but do not take
any action against many

teachers without duty like
Rajesh. In this regard,
BEO SK Deep of Konta
block and AC Ganesh Sori
of Sukma district were
also apprised about
teacher CH Rajesh. The
officials said that very
soon CH Rajesh will be in-
vestigated and action will
be taken by issuing a clari-
fication. And if any
teacher does not do duty
in their original posted
schools, their salary will
not be withdrawn.

Teacher functions as sand contractor,
not doing his teaching work

Dhamdha, Apr 05:

The people of Dhamdha,
known earlier as ‘city of
lakes’ have not kept its
landmarks and rich cul-
tural heritage alive. It is
for this reason that a total
of 126 ponds which were
existing right from
Gondwana period till date,
only a selected few of the
ponds are existing. When
a team of government de-
partment went out in
search of ponds, they were
taken aback on seeing the
condition of ponds in the

city. There is a pond in the
city, where the elephant of
the King used to be
washed and his bathing
was done and therefore it
came to be known as
‘Hathi Budan Talab’. What
is surprising here is that
this pond was encroached
upon and by filling it with
materials it has now being
turned into a farm. The
condition of ‘Ghoda
Budan’ Talab is such that
the encroachers are now
taking crop of ‘Grams’ in
it. It was under leadership
of SDM (Revenue) Brijesh

Kshatriya, the team start-
ed removing encroach-
ment on the ponds from
April 1 onwards. SDM
along with officials
reached the site along with
JCB machine and made
six ponds free from en-
croachment. The six gov-
ernment ponds were
transformed into farms
and farming was done
here. The cover area of the
pond was demolished and
digging was done by the
side of this cover using
JCB machine, so that it
cannot be re-encroached

again. During this some of
the encroachers even reg-
istered protest, but the
local administration did
not stopped its drive to
make ponds free from en-
croachment. On the first
day, the area near ‘Hathi-
Budan’, ‘Tar-Bhanpur
pond’, ‘Teli-Dabari’, Raja
Talab was removed and
then the other side of
‘Raja Talab’ was cleared.

In this anti-encroach-
ment drive from ponds,
Chief Nagar Palika
Officer Nagar Panchayat
Dhamdha Nayak, Nayab
Tehsildar Kuleshwar

Patel, sub-engineer
Vinayak and other officers
were present. On removal
of encroachment from the
government ponds was
hailed by general public
and termed it as a good
step. SDM Kshatriya said
that in ancient times
‘Dhamdha’ city was very
much famous and prosper-
ous, as there were 126
ponds and they were part
& parcel of day-to-day life
and business. He made an
appeal to all citizens of
Dhamdha to become more
aware in saving the rich
heritage and landmarks of

city and give their valu-
able contribution in sav-
ing it. This anti-encroach-
ment drive would contin-
ue in times to come and
prior to rains, there are
plans to make all ponds en-
croachment-free.

Encroachments removed from 6 govt ponds
 People have

changed the
‘Hathi-Budan’ pond
into farm land

 Encroachments
removed under
leadership of SDM Out of total 121 ponds, 106

ponds are government
owned or are coming into
used for land-related works
by the local population. It is
only 15 ponds which are in
private ownership. But it
encroaching upon 30
ponds, the people have
changed it into farm land.
In the first phase, 15 ponds
were identified to made
free from encroachment
and out of which encroach-
ment is being removed
slowly. The work that of
demarcation and identifica-
tion is also being done in
these ponds.

Pithora, Apr 05: The
Chief Post Master General
(CPMG) of Pithora
Ramchandra Jai Bhaye fe-
licitated a postman with a
certificate and an attrac-
tive gift for linking more
than 5000 mobile numbers
with Aadhar. During this
Postal Superintendent BL
Jangde, Asst. Suptd.
Shailendra Thakur, Ravi
Kacher Dy. Divisional

Postal inspector; Surendra
Sahu Pithora (up-dakpal),
Praveen Banjara, Ashok
Ashu (Dak Adhidarshak
Nayak) and all Rural
Postal Service persons
were present.

The Postal officers in-
formed Rural Postal
Servicemen to promote
that rural person need
come upto urban areas in
order to get their postal
work done and directed
them to solve the griev-
ances of those having any
problems related to the
postal department.

CPMG Pithora 
felicitates postman

 For linking more 
than 5000 mobile
phones with Aadhar

Fingeshwar, Apr 05: 

Responding to NITI
Aayog team appreciating
the Chhattisgarh model of
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel government,
Ramkrishna Tiwari
President Shan
Mahavidyalaya and
Jitendra Singh Thakur
Alderman said that NITI
Aayog has once again im-
plemented the policies of
Bhupesh Government in
the country.

NITI Aayog said that
due to the policies of the
Government of
Chhattisgarh, the state is
ranked 6th in Ease of
Doing Business and 4th in
Export Index, which is a
big achievement. Praising
the Godhan Nyay scheme,
NITI Aayog said that it
should be implemented in
the entire country.

According to the report
of NITI Aayog, agricultur-
al products have increased

in Chhattisgarh due to the
efforts of Bhupesh govern-
ment. In mustard, there
has been an increase of 14
percent in the production
of soybean by 22 percent.
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel speaks about the
work of the government,
which will give priority to
the works of public inter-
est. Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel’s govern-
ment has fulfilled what the
Congress told the public in
the assembly elections.
Ramkrishna Tiwari said
that the echo of the
Chhattisgarh model is
echoing within the coun-
try and across the border
and under the Rajiv
Gandhi Kisan Nyay
Yojana, farmers are get-
ting an additional benefit
of 10 thousand per acre,
due to which the produc-
tion of mustard and soy-
bean has increased.
Alderman Jitendra Singh
Thakur said that by buy-

ing cow dung at Rs 2 a kg
under Gaudhan Nyay
Yojana, women self-help
groups are getting finan-
cial benefits by joining cat-
tle farmers along with
dung pickers. The Godhan
Nyay scheme of
Chhattisgarh model has
emerged as the biggest
scheme in the whole coun-
try to prevent stray cattle
from roaming on the
roads.

The Prime Minister
himself, in his speeches,
has indirectly discussed
the Godhan Nyay scheme
of the Chhattisgarh gov-
ernment by announcing
plans after March 10 for
the problem of stray ani-
mals in UP. This will im-
prove the breed of live-
stock and the use of ver-
micompost made from
cow dung in agriculture
will reduce the cost of
agriculture and depend-
ence on chemical fertiliz-
ers will end, he said.

NITI Aayog appreciates Ch’garh model

Dongargarh, Apr 05:

Few days back a pro-
gramme was organised
by Economics
Department on
Consumer Rights Day at
local Government Nehru

Graduation College,
Dongargarh. On this oc-
casion HoD Economics
Dr RR Koche gave infor-
mation in detailed about
the rights and protection
of consumers about their
rights. In the end of the

programme Asst. Prof.
Economics Deptt
Manisha Bhedia ex-
pressed gratitude to-
wards the students and
wished them all the best
in their future endeav-
ours.

Prog on Consumer Rights Day organised
At Govt Nehru Graduation College

AAnnwwaarrii,,  AApprr  0055::  

National Science Day
Celebration 2022 was organized
under the joint aegis of
Chhattisgarh Science and
Technology Department, Raipur
and Chhattisgarh Mahtari College
Bhakhara in Chhattisgarh Mahtari
College Bhakhara in which Dr.
Avinash R. Nichat, Head of
Department of Zoology, Maharishi
Ved Vyas Government
Postgraduate College, Bhakhara
was the keynote speaker and Mr.
DK Sahu, Assistant Professor
Chemistry, Mr. DN Chakradhari,
Assistant Professor Zoology and
Ms. A. Dhidhi, Assistant Professor
Botany, Chhattisgarh Mahtari
College, Bhakhara were co-speak-
ers.  While delivering the welcome
address, the Principal of the col-
lege, Dr. Shailendra Kumar Sahu,
highlighted the need and utility of
science. He said that today we are
living in the age of science and
State-of-the-art resources are
available on the basis of science,
but if we use them in the best
interest, he said. 

The keynote speaker of the pro-
gram, Dr. Avinash R. Nichat, while
introducing the life of Dr. CV

Raman, said that today science
and technology have special
importance in our daily life and
new discoveries are constantly
being made. 

Co-spokesperson Shri DK Sahu
said that the fact or theory and
effect which science tells, proves it
by proving it technical fashion.
Shri DN Chakradhari said that
today we have become so
advanced in the field of technolo-
gy that in a moment we get con-
nected with each other and cover
miles in less time. Rangoli, paint-
ing and poster competition were
organized in the program organ-
ized on National Science Day
Celebration 2022 and the students
who got first and second place in
the competition were rewarded
and awarded with certificates and
emblems. 

The program was conducted by
Shri TK Sahu, Assistant Professor
Hindi and the vote of thanks was
done by Shri MS Sahu, Assistant
Professor Political Science. The
role of college professors SR
Baghel, KD Guwal, LN Bains, PL
Dhruv, YK Sahu, staff members
Tomeshwar Mauryavanshi, Chetna
Sahu and students of the colleges
was commendable in the program.

Science Day celebrated 
in CG Mahtari College

Pandaria, Apr 05: 

On the arrival of Hindu
New Year Vikram Samvat
2079, a grand and unique
tableau of Chhatrapati
Shivaji Maharaj,
Maharani Laxmi Bai, Rani
Durgavati and Bharatmata
along with D.J and bhajans
were taken out by the peo-
ple along with troupes. In
the welcome of this huge
procession, present in
thousands, various serv-
ice-oriented organizations
of the city did the welcome
and Aarti and distribution
of juices and fruits was
also done. Due to Corona
epidemic in the city for the
last two years, New Year
and other festivals could
not be celebrated with
complete freedom.

Rammurari Yadav, while
giving good wishes for the
new year 2079 to the office
bearers of various organi-
zations of the city, said,
keeping the historical

background of Sanatan
culture in India,this festi-
val is celebrated by differ-
ent provinces and sects in
the form of various festi-
vals.

The program was con-
ducted by Raghunandan
Gupta and thanks were ex-
pressed by Sumit Tiwari.
Thousands of townspeople
participated in the proces-
sion, in which a large num-
ber of women participated
in the dress code. Along
with the city, the Hindu

New Year was celebrated
enthusiastically in rural
areas as well. Temples
were also decorated, and
on the occasion of
Navratri, the temples of
the city were also decorat-
ed attractively.

All the temples includ-
ing Mahamaya Temple,
Sheetla Mandir, Ram
Janaki Temple of the city
were decorated, and apart
from this, the saffron flag
were unfurled on house
tops of the region.

Hindu New Year program celebrated

Nandini Ahiwara, Apr 05: 

BJP Ahiwara City
President Vinod
Gandharva led in the cele-
berations of getting
Ahiwara full tehsil status
by the Chhattisgarh gov-
ernment, and the workers
celebrated by bursting
firecrackers at Ahiwara
bus stand, under the lead-
ership of Natwar Lal
Tamrakar of Bharatiya
Janata Party Ahiwara
Mandal.

Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel inaugurated the
Tehsil office through video
conferencing, recently and
Ahiwara Municipality
President and Bharatiya
Janata Party Durg District
General Secretary Natwar
Tamrakar, added it as the
victory of the people of

the region. Bharatiya
Janata Party State
Working Committee mem-
ber Ravi Shankar Singh
also thanked the govern-

ment in making Ahiwara
a tehsil, for which a pro-
posal was made during the
tenure of the then Chief
Minister Raman Singh.

After the status of
tehsil, along with Ahiwara
should also be given the
status of block as soon as
possible so that Ahiwara

can develop and Ahiwara
can walk towards a new di-
rection, he said.

On this occasion, main-
ly Bharatiya Janata Yuva
Morcha State Working
Committee member Dau
Anand Tamrakar,
Councilor Vidyanand
Kushwaha, Councilor
Bhagwan Singh Netam,
Yuva Morcha District
Executive Member
Shubham Tamrakar, Yuva
Morcha Ahiwara Mandal
General Secretary Rahul
Chandel, former
Councilor Samaru Patel,
Yuva Morcha Nagar
Distinguished citizens of
the city including Vice
President Sahil Khan,
Raju Yadav, Dharam
Nishad, Ramchand
Nishad, Ganesh were pres-
ent.

Victory of gaining tehsil status is dedicated to the people: Tamrakar



EXCHANGE GREETINGS

Union Home Minister Amit Shah and former Union Minister P Chidambaram 
exchange greetings at Parliament complex during the second part of the Budget
Session, in New Delhi, Tuesday.
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BRIEF
Held

Noida: Nine suspect-
ed criminals allegedly
involved in cases of
theft, snatching and
kidnapping were ar-
rested following two
separate encounters
with the police in cen-
tral Noida. Four of the
suspected criminals
suffered injuries in
the shootout which oc-
curred on Sunday
night under the Phase
3 and the Badalpur po-
lice station areas,
ADCP (Central Noida)
Elamaran G said.

Panic
Mumbai: Parents of
some 25-30 students
using a well-known
Mumbai school’s bus
service were a wor-
ried lot as their wards
had not reached home
in time on the first day
of physical classes
post the COVID-19
pandemic, leading to
several of them reach-
ing the gates of the fa-
cility and some taking
to social media. A po-
lice spokesperson said
the driver of the bus
was new and hence
took a longer route to
drop the children
home.

Registered
Gurugram: The
Gurugram police reg-
istered a case after a
stray dog died when a
generator fell on it at a
construction site.
According to a com-
plaint filed by a DLF
Phase-3 resident, the
dog died on Sunday.
The complainant sus-
pected foul play and
alleged that labourers
engaged at the con-
struction site dropped
the generator on the
dog with the intention
to kill.

Seized
Chaibasa: Five IEDs
fitted with arrows
were seized during a
search operation by
security personnel
after naxals fired at
under construction
Bharnia police camp
in Jharkhand’s West
Singhbhum district.
The B company of
157th battalion of
CRPF, who are sta-
tioned at the place, re-
taliated by hurling
para bombs and none
of its personnel was
either injured or
killed. Central and
state eecurity person-
nel carried out search
operation.

Safety
Chandigarh: The
Punjab Police has
launched a statewide
road safety education
and enforcement drive
to prevent accidents.
Director General of
Police (DGP) Punjab
VK Bhawra said the en-
tire enforcement strate-
gy is planned and based
on past year trends. On
an average, daily,
Punjab loses 11-12 valu-
able lives in various
road accidents, the ma-
jority of which can be
prevented or reduced in
severity by focusing on
violations.

Naming
New Delhi: Parks in
the capital will soon be
named after unsung
freedom fighters from
Delhi as a mark of re-
spect and recognition
to their sacrifices. A
list of 16 parks has
been sent by the DDA
to the Delhi govern-
ment that will be
named after freedom
fighters like Lala
Hardayal, Colonel
Gurbaksh Singh
Dhillon, General Shah
Nawaz Khan, Gobind
Behari Lal, Colonel
Prem Sahgal and
Basanta Kumar Biswas
among others.

Chandigarh, Apr 05 (PTI):

The Haryana Assembly
on Tuesday unanimously
passed a resolution, noting
with concern the resolution
recently passed by the
Punjab Assembly staking
claim over the Union
Territory of Chandigarh.

Haryana Chief Minister
Manohar Lal Khattar
thanked the members of the
rival political parties for
unanimously supporting
the resolution brought by
his government in the
House.

Khattar said the discus-
sion held for around three
hours on the resolution.

While moving the resolu-
tion earlier, Khattar raked
up the issues of the con-
struction of the SYL canal
and transfer of Hindi-
speaking areas to the state.
Khattar also raised the
issue of Bhakra Beas
Management Board and the
matter related to the posting
of Haryana officials in
Chandigarh Union
Territory. The Haryana gov-
ernment summoned the
special session of the state
assembly, days after neigh-
bouring Punjab passed a
resolution seeking immedi-
ate transfer of the Union
Territory of Chandigarh to

the AAP-ruled state.
A political row had erupt-

ed after Union Home
Minister Amit Shah’s re-
cent announcement that the
Central Service Rules
would apply to the employ-
ees of the Union Territory
of Chandigarh.

The Union Territory of
Chandigarh is the common
capital of Punjab and
Haryana.

While raising the issue of
the Sutlej-Yamuna Link
canal, Khattar urged the
central government to take
measures for the construc-
tion of the canal.

“This House notes with
concern the resolution
passed in the Legislative
Assembly of Punjab on 1
April, 2022 recommending
that the matter for transfer
of Chandigarh to Punjab be
taken up with the Central
government,” said the reso-
lution read out by Khattar.
“This is not acceptable to
the people of Haryana,” the
resolution said. Haryana
continues to retain its right

to the capital territory of
Chandigarh, it added.

Noting that the right of
Haryana to share waters of
Ravi and Beas rivers by the
construction of the SYL
Canal is historically, legally,
judicially and constitution-
ally established over time,
Khattar said the House has
unanimously on at least
seven occasions passed res-
olutions urging the early
completion of the canal.

“Several agreements, ac-
cords, Tribunal’s findings
and judgements of highest
judiciary of the nation have
all singularly upheld the
claim of Haryana to the wa-
ters and directed comple-
tion of the SYL Canal,”
Khattar said as he read out
the resolution.

“In defiance and contrary
to these directions and
agreements, legislations
were enacted by Punjab to
deny the rightful claims of
the State of Haryana,” he
said. “The Indira Gandhi
agreement, the Rajiv
Longowal accord and the

Venkatramiah commission
have accepted the claim of
Haryana to Hindi-speaking
areas that fall within the
territory of state of
Punjab,” according to the
resolution.

The transfer of Hindi-
speaking villages from
Punjab to Haryana has also
not been completed, he
added.

Participating in the dis-
cussion on the resolution,
former Haryana chief min-
ister Bhupinder Singh
Hooda dubbed the resolu-
tion passed by the Punjab
assembly on transfer of
Chandigarh to the state as a
“political gimmick”.

Punjab resolution has no
meaning, it is only political
gimmick... Punjab’s role as
an elder brother is accept-
able, but if it tries to play
role of big brother, that is
not acceptable to us, said
Hooda.

Hooda, who is Leader of
the Opposition, condemned
Punjab’s resolution and
supported the one moved by
Khattar.

He along with other
Congress members, includ-
ing Kiran Choudhary, said
Haryana should get its right
and that they would support
the state government if it
decides to meet the presi-
dent, prime minister and
Haryana governor over the
issue. “We will unitedly
fight for protecting
Haryana’s rights,” said
Hooda.

Haryana Assembly passes resolution
over Chandigarh issue

Haryana CM Manohar Lal Khattar during assembly 
session in Chandigarh.

SYL canal issue 
is also bone of 
contention

Nursing Council condemns use
of its name by publisher 

New Delhi, Apr 05 (PTI):

The Indian Nursing
Council (INC) on Tuesday
condemned the use of its
name by a publisher and
an author for the sale of
textbooks with derogatory
content.

The INC, in a statement,
said it has been brought to
its notice that the author
and the publisher of a text-

book of sociology for nurs-
es have placed the coun-
cil’s name on its cover
page. The INC has re-
leased a notification dated
04/04/2022 and placed on
its website which strongly
condemns any derogatory
content related to social
evils in the society like
dowry by using its name,

the statement said.
Section 16 of the INC

Act empowers the council
to prescribe the standards
and curricula for the
training of nurses, mid-
wives and health visitors.
As per the policy, the INC
only prescribes the syl-
labus and does not endorse
any author or publisher, it
said. The INC has initiated
necessary action against
the publisher and the au-
thor concerned for misus-
ing its name in the content
of the book, the statement
said.

For sale of 
textbooks with 
derogatory content

Asansol, Apr 05 (PTI):

Hinging on actor-
t u r n e d - p o l i t i c i a n
Shatrughan Sinha’s star
power and appeal among
the Hindi-speaking popu-
lation, the TMC hopes to
clinch the Asansol Lok
Sabha seat, with the
‘Bihari babu’ trying to
fight off the outsider tag in
the industrial town.

The ruling party in
Bengal, which has never
tasted success in poll-
bound Asansol, apart from
four other parliamentary
constituencies of the state,
is pulling all stops to break
the jinx. “We are hopeful
that Sinha, who is hugely
popular among the mass-
es, will be able to clinch
the seat for us,” V
Sivadasan Dasu,
Trinamool Congress
Paschim Bardhaman con-
vener, said. By-poll to the
Lok Sabha segment,
scheduled on April 12, was
necessitated as former
Union minister and two-

time MP Babul Supriyo
quit the membership of
Parliament last year after
crossing over to the TMC
from the BJP.

The saffron party, on its
part, is trying hard to re-
tain the seat that Supriyo
had twice bagged for the
camp — in 2014 and 2019 —
as it fielded fashion de-
signer-cum-saffron camp
member Agnimitra Paul
to counter Sinha.

Supriyo, who left the
BJP after being dropped
from the Union ministry,
is contesting on a TMC
ticket for the Ballygunge
assembly by-poll, to be
held along with the
Asansol election. The Lok

Sabha by-poll has rekin-
dled the ‘insider-outsider’
debate, a poll plank that
helped the TMC trounce
the BJP in last year’s as-
sembly polls, with the rul-
ing TMC at the receiving
end this time as the BJP
has gone all guns blazing
to project Sinha as an “out-
sider”. An industrial belt
known for its coal mines,
steel industries and
Chittaranjan Locomotives,
Asansol in Paschim
Bardhaman district is the
second largest and most
populous city of West
Bengal after Kolkata, as
per the 2011 Census.

Nearly 15 lakh elec-
torate of Asansol are coal

mine workers, factory
workers, and small-time
businessmen. About 45 per
cent of the voters speak
Hindi, and trace their
roots to Jharkhand, Bihar,
and Uttar Pradesh. The
area also has around 15
per cent minority popula-
tion. According to TMC
sources, nominating the
two-time Patna Sahib MP,
who has worked in Delhi
for the better part of his
political career, is part of
the party’s national out-
reach strategy.

Popularly called
‘Shotgun’ by fans for his
straightforward dialogue
deliveries in films, Sinha,
who joined the TMC after
his four-decade-long stint
in BJP and a brief innings
in Congress, however, re-
jected the “outsider” tag
given by his rivals.

“I am no less a Bengali
than any other Bengali. I
am not an outsider. I have
always adored Bengali lan-
guage and Bengali culture.
I have done many films in
Bengal, and the Bengali
language that I speak is
not dubbed,” Sinha,
known for his signature di-
alogue ‘khamosh’ told PTI.

“Like my ‘janmabhoo-
mi’ (birthplace) Bihar,
Bengal has always had my
heart,” the former Union
minister in Atal Bihari
Vajpayee’s cabinet said.

Countering him, Paul,
BJP candidate and MLA
from Asansol Dakshin,
wondered what TMC
would now have to say
about branding BJP lead-
ers from other states as
outsiders ahead of last
year’s assembly elections.

“I was born and raised
here. I am an MLA from
this area. But the TMC
candidate has no links
with either West Bengal or
this place. The TMC used
to term BJP leaders ‘out-
siders’ during assembly
polls. They must explain
this double standard,” she
said, exuding confidence
that her party would be
able to retain the seat.

A senior TMC leader,
who did not wish to be
named, said that the party
fielded Sinha, in its bid to
distance itself from the
Bengali sub-nationalism
poll plank, which is prov-
ing to be a hindrance in
the party’s national expan-
sion plans.

TMC hopes to break Asansol jinx in election

Shatrughan Sinha during roadshow in Asansol.

As Shatrughan 
tries to ‘khamosh’
outsider cries

Nagpur lawyer, his
brother usurped lands,
resorted to fraud: ED

New Delhi, Apr 05 (PTI):

Nagpur-based lawyer
Satish Uke and his brother
“usurped” lands in the city
by creating fake power of at-
torney documents, the ED
alleged on Tuesday. The two
were arrested by the federal
probe agency under the
anti-money laundering law
on March 31 and were later
taken to Mumbai where a
local court remanded them
to Enforcement Directorate
custody till April 6.

The lawyer is known for
filing petitions against sen-
ior BJP leader and former
Maharashtra chief minis-
ter Devendra Fadnavis over
the last few years. The ar-
rests came soon after the ED
raided the lawyer’s resi-
dence in the Parvati Nagar
area of Nagpur that day
(March 31). The ED said its
money laundering case
against the brothers stems
from two FIRs filed by the
Nagpur Police (Ajni Police
station) against the broth-
ers.

The first police FIR was
filed by Mohammad Jaffar,

nephew of Late
Mohammad Samad who
was owner of a five acre
land at Mouza Bokhara in
Nagpur, against Satish Uke
and Pradip Uke who have
allegedly usurped the said
land by creating fake docu-
ments, the ED said in a
statement. The second po-
lice FIR was filed by
Shobharani Rajendra
Nalode, secretary of
Aishwari Sahakari Grih
Nirman Sanstha against
Satish Uke, Pradip Uke and
others alleging that they
have allegedly usurped her
society’s 1.5 acre land situ-
ated at Mouza Babulkheda
in Nagpur, it said.

Satish Uke

‘Attacks orchestrated by Pak,
shows frustration of terrorists’
Srinagar, Apr 05 (PTI):

Jammu and Kashmir
Police chief Dilbag Singh
on Tuesday said the re-
cent attacks on civilians
in the Union Territory
have been orchestrated by
Pakistan and are a sign of
frustration of terror
groups.

“These acts are simply
due to the frustration of
terror groups and diktats
from their masters sitting
in Pakistan. It will not
deter us in discharging
our duties and ensuring
peace at all costs. The se-
curity forces are commit-
ted to this,” Singh, the di-
rector general of police
said.

He said such acts will
not be tolerated and action
against the perpetrators
will be taken in due
course of time.

“These attacks are con-
demnable and have been
rightly condemned in the
civil society. These acts

are inhuman and will not
be tolerated at any cost,”
Singh told PTI after the
wreath-laying ceremony
for Head Constable Vishal
Kumar of the CRPF, who
was killed in a militant at-
tack at Maisuma.

In two other incidents
on Monday, two non-local
labourers were injured in
a terror attack in
Pulwama while a
Kashmiri Pandit shop-
keeper was injured in a
similar attack in Shopian.

“The security forces —
CRPF, J&K Police — are
discharging their respon-
sibilities. We pay our re-

spects to our slain col-
league and our best wish-
es for the injured col-
league for speedy recov-
ery,” Singh said.

The DGP said other in-
cidents in which migrant
labourers were attacked
and a minority communi-
ty member was targeted
“are signs of barbaric and
beastly acts”.

Responding to a ques-
tion, Singh said security
forces have responded pro-
portionately to the in-
creased activity of over
ground workers (OGW) of
the terror groups.

“The OGW presence has
always been there. When
their presence increases,
the action by police and
security forces also in-
creases accordingly. If you
look at the statistics, we
have eliminated 42 terror-
ists in the last three
months and a higher num-
ber of OGWs have been
acted against as per law,”
he said.

Dilbag Singh

Satheesan launches broadside
against CPI(M) on K-Rail project

Thiruvananthapuram, Apr 05 (PTI):

Hours ahead of the
CPI(M) party congress in its
stronghold Kannur district,
Leader of Opposition in the
Kerala Assembly VD
Satheesan on Tuesday
launched a broadside
against the Left government
on the K-Rail issue, alleging
that it was adopting “an ex-
treme right-wing” stand on
the matter.

The Congress leader, who
is actively campaigning
against CPI(M)-led govern-
ment’s flagship K-Rail initia-
tive also known as
SilverLine, warned the rul-
ing party for undermining
the people’s protest against
the multi-crore semi-high

speed railway project, saying
it will become the
“Waterloo” for the party in
Kerala. “The CPI(M)-led gov-
ernment is following the
same right-wing path of the
Narendra Modi-led govern-
ment at the Centre on this
matter. The BJP government
can do this as that party is
extreme right,” Satheesan
said here, adding that the
Left is only a namesake for
the present leadership of the
CPI(M) as a policy shift has
happened to it from the Left
to extreme right. Briefing the

reporters about the ongoing
protests in the state over the
SilverLine rail project here,
the Opposition leader said
the agitation will grow fur-
ther as a mass movement
and become a “Waterloo” for
the CPI(M) in Kerala just as
it lost its base in West Bengal
after Nandigram struggle
that put an end to the over
three-decade old CPI(M) rule
in that state. In 2007, many
farmers were killed in police
firing during an anti-land ac-
quisition stir in Nandigram.

“We support this people’s
agitation against the
SilverLine. Non-bailable
cases have been registered
against our partymen. The
CPI(M) had done the same
thing against the people who
had protested in Nandigram
and Singur. Finally, it be-
came the waterloo for the
CPI(M) in West Bengal.
SiverLine agitation is going
to become waterloo for

CPI(M) in Kerala,”
Satheesan said. The
Paravoor MLA dismissed the
CPI(M) allegation that the
Congress and the BJP have
joined hands to destabilise
the Left government in
Kerala. “That narrative will
not work,” he said as top
leaders of the CPI(M) landed
in Kannur to attend the 23rd
party congress of the Left
party. The five-day long mega
conference of the CPI(M),
known as the Party
Congress, will begin on
Wednesday.

Criticising the BJP’s agita-
tion headed by Union
Minister V Muraleedharan
against the K-Rail project,
Satheesan urged the leader-
ship of the saffron party to
apprise Prime Minister
Narendra Modi of the
protests happening in Kerala
against the project and per-
suade him to declare that it
will not be sanctioned.

VD Satheesan

Take into considera-
tion all environmen-
tal concernsA
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POLITICAL RALLY

Colombia’s vice-presidential candidate for leftist alliance, Francia Marquez (L), dances
during a campaign rally ahead of the May general election, in Medellin, Colombia.

BRIEF
Limiting

Jackson: Mississippi
is the latest
Republican-led state
to ban election offices
from accepting dona-
tions from private
groups for voting op-
erations a movement
fueled by conserva-
tives’ suspicion of do-
nations by Facebook
founder Mark
Zuckerberg.
Mississippi
Republican Gov Tate
Reeves signed House
Bill 1365, and it will
become law July 1. It
says state or local offi-
cials who conduct
elections cannot solic-
it or accept donations.

Hampering
The Hague: Lawyers
for Bolivia said that
Chile’s decision to file
a case at the United
Nations’ top court
about a dispute about
a river that crosses
their border in the
Atacama Desert has
hampered diplomatic
efforts to resolve the
disagreement. The
case between the
Latin American
neighbors at the
International Court of
Justice is focused on a
small water system
but is seen as an op-
portunity to lay down
important jurispru-
dence at present.

Riot
Quito: A clash be-
tween prison gangs
armed with guns and
knives left 20 people
dead, Ecuadorian offi-
cials said, and they
announced that they
had fully regained
control of the peniten-
tiary. Interior
Minister Patricio
Carrillo said five of
the dead had been mu-
tilated, six hanged
and one poisoned dur-
ing the clash in Turi,
about 310 kilometers
south of the capital.
At least five people
had serious injuries,
linked the riot to a
criminal economy.

Reviews 
London: The UK’s
health service has
launched a new re-
view to promote the
importance of
Vitamin D and iden-
tify ways to improve
intake across the
population, especial-
ly among those most
likely to be deficient
such as South
Asians. Vitamin D
deficiency is linked
to rickets in children
and bone pain and
muscle weakness in
adults.

Landslide
Sydney: A British
family of five was
caught in a landslide
while walking in
Australia’s Blue
Mountains, and the
father and 9-year-old
son died. The mother
and their teenage
son were critically
injured. The land-
slide on a walking
path at Wentworth
Pass, a popular
tourist destination in
the mountains west
of Sydney, was re-
ported to emergency
services.

Trial
Moscow: The trial of
a former journalist
who has remained
behind bars for more
than 20 months on
charges of passing
military secrets to
Czech intelligence
began in a Moscow
court. Ivan Safronov
has vociferously in-
sisted on his inno-
cence, while he and
many of his col-
leagues have dis-
missed the charges
as absurd.

Beijing, Apr 05 (AP):

The COVID-19 outbreak
in China’s largest metropo-
lis of Shanghai remains ‘ex-
tremely grim’ amid an ongo-
ing lockdown confining
around 26 million people to
their homes, a city official
said Tuesday.

Director of Shanghai’s
working group on epidemic
control, Gu Honghui, was
quoted by state media as
saying that the outbreak in
the city was ‘still running at
a high level.’ ‘The situation
is extremely grim,’ Gu said.

China has sent more than
10,000 health workers from
around the country to aid
the city, including 2,000 from
the military, and is mass
testing residents, some of
whom have been locked
down for weeks. Most of
eastern Shanghai, which
was supposed to reopen last

Friday, remained locked
down along with the west-
ern half of the city.
Shanghai recorded another
13,354 cases the vast majori-
ty of them asymptomatic
bringing the city’s total to
more than 73,000 since the
latest wave of infections
began last month. No deaths
have been ascribed to the
outbreak driven by the omi-

cron BA.2 variant, which is
much more infectious but
also less lethal than the pre-
vious delta strain. A sepa-
rate outbreak continues to
rage in the northeastern
province of Jilin and the
capital Beijing also saw an
additional nine cases, just
one of them asymptomatic.
Workers shut down an en-
tire shopping center in the

city where a case had been
detected.

While China’s vaccina-
tion rate hovers around
90%, its domestically pro-
duced inactivated virus vac-
cines are seen as weaker
than the mRNA vaccines
such as those produced by
Pfizer-BioNTech and
Moderna that are used
abroad, as well as in the
Chinese territories of Hong
Kong and Macao.
Vaccination rates among
the elderly are also much
lower than the population at
large, with only around half
of those over 80 fully vacci-
nated. Meanwhile, com-
plaints have arisen in
Shanghai over difficulties
obtaining food and daily ne-
cessities, and shortages of
medical workers, volunteers
and beds in isolation wards
where tens of thousands are
being kept for observation.

COVID outbreak grim as
Shanghai extends lockdown

Women walk by a barricaded Galaxy Soho in Shanghai on Tuesday.

Caracas, Apr 05 (AP):

The ground shook at
the instant the voice of
Mexican music star
Alejandro Fernandez col-
lided with the deafening
cheers of fans gathered
for his first concert in
Venezuela in over a
decade. After an initial
shocked pause at seeing
the artist finally take the
stage, the crowd, cell-
phones in hand, joined
him in singing ‘Sin
Tantita Pena’ ‘Without
Too Much Pity.’

‘It’s beautiful to be in
Venezuela,’ he said to
screams and whistles
from the sold-out audi-
ence, some of whom had
taken out loans to see
him perform last month
at a 5,000-capacity theater
in Caracas, the capital.

‘Beautiful, dear,
Venezuela that I always
carry in my heart.’

Prominent artists are
returning to stages in the
South American country
this year after leaving it
out of tours for years.
Multilingual vocal group
Il Divo and Latin
Grammy-winning singer-
songwriter Kany Garcia
are among those with
scheduled concerts. But
with ticket prices ranging
from $55 to upward of
$600, the events are sym-
bols of great inequality
in an impoverished na-
tion.

Superstars like the
Backstreet Boys once
drew fans to sleep outside
a Caracas arena for days
as they lined up for tick-
ets. Guns N’ Roses and
Shakira came to town. So

did Juanes, whose 2008
tour included multiple
cities in Venezuela.

Major concerts, howev-
er, became more sporadic
starting around 2010.
They vanished almost
completely a few years
later when the country
fell into a political, social
and economic crisis that
eliminated jobs even as
inflation collapsed the
purchasing power of mil-
lions.

About three quarters of
Venezuela’s population
still lives on less than
$1.90 a day, considered the
international standard
for extreme poverty. But
for those who have found
good private-sector jobs,
entered the gig economy
or have a business, partic-
ularly in Caracas, things
are looking up.

Music stars return to Venezuela
after skipping it for years

Cairo, Apr 05 (AP):

Each day brings new fi-
nancial burdens for Ikhlas
Zakaria, a single mother of
six who sells cups of tea at
a roadside stand in a
provincial town in Sudan.

Prices for basic goods have
skyrocketed, and at times
she can only provide one
meal a day for her chil-
dren. The cost of the water
she boils for tea has dou-
bled. Two of her children
dropped out of school a

few months ago to work in
the fields, but their earn-
ings are shrinking as dry
spells hurt harvests.

‘The situation has be-
come impossible,’ said
Zakaria who lives in the
war-ravaged Darfur re-
gion and whose husband
left several years ago.

Across Sudan, living
conditions have rapidly
deteriorated since an
October military coup sent
an already fragile econo-
my into free-fall. The
Russian invasion of
Ukraine and currency de-
valuations have com-
pounded the economic
pain. The Oct. 25 military
takeover upended Sudan’s
transition to democratic
rule after three decades of
repression and interna-

tional isolation under au-
tocratic President Omar
al-Bashir. The African na-
tion has been on a fragile
path to democracy since a
popular uprising forced
the military to remove al-
Bashir and his Islamist
government in April 2019.

The coup also stalled
two years of efforts by the
deposed government of
Prime Minister Abdalla
Hamdok to overhaul the
economy with billions of
dollars in loans and aid
from major Western gov-
ernments and internation-
al financial institutions.
Such support was sus-
pended after the coup.

The previous govern-
ment also floated its cur-
rency to stop black market
trading.

Sudanese go hungry as prices
rise in wake of coup

Sudanese demonstrators walk across a roadblock in
capital Khartoum.

United Nations, Apr 05 (AP):

A top official in the glob-
al campaign against the
use of land mines urged
Russia to stop its troops in
Ukraine from laying the
weapons that too often kill
and maim civilians.

Alicia Arango Olmos,
Colombia’s ambassador to
the United Nations in
Geneva and this year’s
president of the state par-
ties to the 1997 convention
banning the production
and use of land mines, ex-
pressed deep concern at
media reports that Russia
is using land mines in its
war in Ukraine.

She pointed to Human
Rights Watch, which said
on March 29 that
Ukrainian explosive ord-
nance disposal techni-
cians located banned anti-
personnel mines in the
eastern Kharkiv region a
day earlier. The rights
group said Russia is
known to possess the type
of mines that were discov-
ered, but Ukraine doesn’t

have them. Arango Olmos
said at a news conference
at the International Day
for Mine Awareness and
Assistance in Mine Action
— that Ukraine is one of
the 164 state parties to the
convention, but Russia is
not. She said her appeal to
Russia is: ‘Anti-personnel
mines only cause victims,
they don’t resolve any type
of problem.’

‘So please, Russians,
please stop using it, be-
cause many of the people
that are victims of land

mines have nothing to do
with what’s happening be-
tween Ukraine and
Russia,’ Arango Olmos
said. Prince Mired of
Jordan, the special envoy
trying to make the land-
mine convention univer-
sal, said about 80% of the
world’s nations are parties
to the convention. He said
33 countries have not
joined, among them some
that may collectively hold
tens of millions of anti-
personnel mines in mili-
tary warehouses and un-

fortunately have buried
millions more in the
ground.

Some countries that are
not parties have ‘the
power to significantly turn
the tide and eliminate this
horrendous weapon such
as China, India, Pakistan,
Russia and the United
States,’ he said. ‘A coordi-
nated and concerted effort
is needed at the highest
level in order to achieve
further accessions. This
will not be easy, but it’s
possible.’ Meanwhile,
Germany’s president is ad-
mitting mistakes in policy
toward Russia in his previ-
ous job as foreign minister.

President Frank-Walter
Steinmeier served twice as
ex-Chancellor Angela
Merkel’s foreign minister,
most recently from 2013 to
2017, and before that as ex-
Chancellor Gerhard
Schroeder’s chief of staff.
In that time, Germany
pursued dialogue with
Russian President
Vladimir Putin and culti-
vated close energy ties.

Russia urged to stop using land mines in war

Anti tank mines are displayed on a bridge in Bucha, in the
outskirts of Kyiv, Ukraine.

Reason for COVID-19 causing
long-term pain found

Washington, Apr 05 (PTI):

Scientists have found im-
portant insights into how
SARS-CoV-2, the virus that
causes COVID-19, can lead
to long-term pain, an ad-
vance that could lead to a
potential therapy for the
disorder.

The experiments in-
volved a hamster model of
intranasal COVID-19 infec-
tion that closely reflects
symptoms experienced by
people. “A significant num-
ber of people suffering
from long COVID experi-
ence sensory abnormali-
ties, including various
forms of pain,” said Randal
Serafini, a PhD candidate
at the Icahn School of
Medicine at Mount Sinai in
the US.

“We used RNA sequenc-
ing to get a snapshot of the
biochemical changes
SARS-CoV-2 triggers in a
pain-transmitting struc-
ture called dorsal root gan-
glia, Serafini said.

Using a hamster model of
SARS-CoV-2 infection, the
researchers found that
infection left a gene ex-
pression signature in the
dorsal root ganglia that
remained even after the
virus cleared. The signa-
ture matched gene ex-
pression patterns seen in
pain caused by other con-
ditions, they said. The re-
search was presented at
the American Society for
Pharmacology and
E x p e r i m e n t a l
Therapeutics annual
meeting held between
April 2-5 in Philadelphia,
US. “Our findings could
potentially lead to new
therapies for patients suf-
fering from acute and
long COVID, as well as
other pain conditions,”
said Serafini. “Our study
also shows that SARS-
CoV-2 causes long-term
effects on the body in
drastically new ways,
further underscoring
why people should try to

avoid being infected,” the
scientist said.

Canberra, Apr 05 (AP):

Australia has accelerat-
ed plans to buy long-range
strike missiles years
ahead of schedule be-
cause of growing threats
posed by Russia and
China.

Defense Minister Peter
Dutton said Tuesday the
accelerated rearming of
fighter jets and warships
would cost 3.5 billion
Australian dollars ($2.6
billion) and increase
Australia’s deterrence to
potential adversaries.

‘There was a working
assumption that an act of
aggression by China to-
ward Taiwan might take
place in the 2040s. I think

that timeline now has
been dramatically com-
pressed,’ Dutton told
Seven Network television.

‘When we look at what’s

happened in the Ukraine,
there is the prospect of
Russian going into Poland
or somewhere else in
Europe. That would be a

repeat of the 1930s and
that’s not something that
we should allow to hap-
pen,’ Dutton added, refer-
ring to the beginning of
World War II.

Under a revised
timetable, FA-18F Super
Hornet fighter jets would
be armed with improved
US-manufactured air-to-
surface missiles by 2024,
three years earlier than
planned. The JASSM-ER
missiles would enable
fighters to engaged tar-
gets at a range of 900 kilo-
meters (560 miles).

Australia’s ANZAC
Class frigates and Hobart
Class destroyers would be
equipped with
N o r w e g i a n - m a d e

Kongsberg NSM missiles
by 2024, five years ahead
of schedule.

The missiles would
more than double the war-
ships’ strike range.

The new rearmament
timetable comes after the
Solomon Islands an-
nounced a draft security
pact with China. Under its
terms, China could send
military personnel to the
South Pacific islands to
help maintain order and
for other reasons. It could
also send warships to the
Solomons for stopovers
and to replenish supplies,
which had led to specula-
tion about the possibility
of a Chinese naval base
there.

Australia accelerates missile upgrade due to growing threats

Australia’s Defence Minister Peter Dutton stand next to
an anti-ship missile in Sydney, Tuesday.
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Life lessons
There is much that we humans
can learn from the family traits
and courtly behavior of ele-
phants. Among big animals, ele-
phants have the largest brain,
with an African elephant weigh-
ing around 4618 gms, (approxi-
mately 10 pounds) which is
three times heavier than the
human brain. No wonder then
that elephants have attracted
the admiration and curiosity of
human beings for thousands of
years. Scientists have long
observed that related elephant
mothers and their children stay
together throughout life in
tight-knit clans, caring for one
another's children and forming
protective circles around calves
when threatened by lions and
poachers. Elephant clan mem-
bers talk to one another with a
combination of gentle chirps,
thunderous trumpets and low-
frequency rumbles, unde-
tectable to humans. They delib-
erate among themselves, make
group decisions and applaud
themselves for their achieve-
ments. "Being part of an ele-
phant family is all about unity
and working together for the
greater good," says Joyce Poole,
one of the world's foremost ele-
phant experts and co-founder of
'Elephant Voices', which pro-
motes the study and ethical
care of elephants.

RRaannggaannaatthhaann,,  vviiaa  eemmaaiill

Low profile
Neeraj Chopra, the lad from
Haryana created history and
made the nation proud by win-
ning the gold medal in the
javelin throw event in the last
Tokyo Olympics. Our own
Lovlina Borgohain also made
the nation proud by winning
the bronze medal in women's
welterweight boxing and, nat-
urally, we were ecstatic.
Celebrations and felicitations
were going on across the
State till a few days back.
Overnight, she has been made
DSP in Assam Police, which
she very rightly deserves. But
we know that all good things
usually come to an end. We all
know that Lovlina will not be
getting younger in the coming
days and she should be given
breathing space to focus on
her workouts for the next
Paris Olympics. Neeraj
Chopra, the gold medallist, on
the other hand, is maintaining
a low profile and concentrat-
ing on his daily routine with an
eye on repeating the same
performance in the Paris
Olympics. The Haryana
Government also seems to be
very down-to-earth in this
regard, curtailing all felicita-
tion programmes in the State.
Neeraj Chopra is hardly seen
in any commercial ads, nor is
he daily projected in the local
print and electronic media.
We, the Axomiyas, are very
emotional, the Haryanvis are
not. We celebrate instantly
and forget in the next
moment. Hima Das is the glar-
ing example. I wish both
Neeraj and Lovlina all the
best.

AAsshhiimm,,  vviiaa  eemmaaiill

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

WHAT THEY TWEET!

DDeeeeppaakk@@
ddeeeeppaakksshheennooyy

I love it when commentary
goes "India is helping rus-
sia avoid sanctions" as in

trading in INR. Europe and
US continue to import from

Russia, with Europe 
actually increasing its
imports recently, and

they'll soon cower and pay
in Rubles.  Countries act in

their best interest.

MMKKBBhhaaddrraa@@BBhhaaddrraaPPuunncchh
Bajwa behaving per playbook!
Historically, this is the kind of 

dissimulation Pak army chiefs put on
to burnish image in the West - that
they're inherently  reasonable men
seeking peace & reconciliation - in

the run-up to a takeover.
Very disturbing.

kkuullddeeeepp@@ttaannwwaarr44
Think, Decide & Act....Sri Lanka was
developing very fast in the last 70

years, children were studying, youth
were investing their energy in jobs,

trade and construction, schools, 
hospitals, electricity, water, roads

and industries were being built 
rapidly in the country.

JJaayy@@jjaayy__kkoottaakkoonnee
India vs France & the UK 1. 
Same GDP 2. Faster GDP

growth 3. 15x Population 4.
5-10x Land area 5. Larger

stock market cap, army size
& defense spend 6.

Democracy Why is India not
a G7 or UN Security Council

permanent member like
France/UK? Treat us as 
partners, not a colony.

CChhoouuddhhaarryy@@lliisstteennsshhaahhiidd
NH-44 #Pulwama: ' A journey measured in moments, not miles' !

SS  RRooyy@@CChhoowwddhhuurryy0011
The thing about being an Indian
trained in French history living in

the US is that you are tied (forever)
to three countries with strong

exceptionalist self-images and have
to keep explaining, defending, and

critiquing all at the same time.

T he contentious bill providing for legal sanction
to police to obtain physical and biological sam-

ples of convicts and detainees for investigation in
criminal matters was passed by Lok Sabha, with
Home Minister Amit Shah asserting it will act as a de-
fender of human rights of law-abiding citizens. He
also sought to allay the concerns voiced by MPs about
invasion of privacy, insisting all data collected under
the proposed law will be protected. The bill, which
seeks to replace the Identification of Prisoners Act,
1920, was passed by a voice vote after Shah assuaged
the concerns raised by the Opposition, which claimed
the draft law was "draconian" and could convert India
into a "police state". National Crime Records Bureau
(NCRB) will be the sole custodian of the data and that
no party or private player be involved in the process.
Citing poor conviction rate in cases relating to the
Indian Penal Code, including rape and crime against
women, some experts say repeat offenders can be
caught using data available with police. With advent
of digital age in India, crime investigation has be-
come more complex. Now, the government should also
bring in data protection law so that chances of misuse
are minimised with loopholes. The criminal justice
system can be divided into two parts. The first defines
the elements of a particular crime and specifies the
punishment. The second part determines the way in
which prosecution and justice will be done. The first
part comes under the penal code while the second part
is called the code of criminal procedure. The penal
code defines a crime, for instance, as murder or rape
and it will also provide punishment to be given once
the crime is proved. The code of criminal procedure
on the other hand will determine the way in which
the police, prosecutors and magistrates or judges will
act during the investigation and trial of the case.
During the initial years of colonial rule, East India
Company did not have its own courts. Civil and crimi-
nal justice was under the rulers of different
provinces. Some Indian states even had different
courts for different religions, but after the British
conquest of Bengal the system started becoming more
uniform. In the last decade of the 18th century, Lord
Cornwallis made changes in the criminal justice sys-
tem and British judges replaced their Indian counter-
parts in 'Fauzdari Adalats'. As the Raj expanded,
courts were established in different parts of India.
The code of criminal procedure was enacted for the
first time in 1861 as part of a series of criminal law re-
forms undertaken by the Raj in the wake of the 1857
mutiny. That the 1861 CrPC was designed to rein in re-
bellious natives was evident from the immunity it
conferred on whites from the criminal jurisdiction of
district courts. Only high courts could then try
European British subjects. In an incremental reform,
the next version of CrPC enacted in 1872 provided
that a magistrate could try a European British subject
if he was himself one. The next landmark in codifica-
tion was the 1882 CrPC which empowered Indian mag-
istrates too to exercise jurisdiction over whites but
they could do so only in presidency towns. The CrPC
of 1898 contained further reforms towards providing
a uniform law of criminal procedure for the whole of
India. The British legacy in this respect was carried
on by independent India till CrPC was recast again in
1973. There have since been at least eight major
amendments to the code. CrPC needs to keep up with
developments of technology, hence the latest amend-
ment becomes relevant for digital age.

Updating procedure

T he UN High Commissioner for Human Rights
will visit China in May. In her announcement,

Michelle Bachelet explained that the tour will also
stop in Xinjiang, where activists and independent ex-
perts say the Chinese government is holding one mil-
lion Uighurs and other Turkic-speaking minorities of
the Islamic faith in concentration and labour camps.
These groups know how deceptive communist China
is, but this knowledge is theoretical, and a general
hypothesis without further consideration of how the
deceptive aspects of this system subtly manifest in
real life and how this system diligently hides the
truth. This deception can be planned in such a way
that even people within it may be unable to recognize
it fully. While a few may be aware of it, they still find
it difficult to describe it concretely and comprehen-
sively. Nowadays while the Chinese live under the
rule of the CCP, to be a communist isn't only a name,
this system is a more complicated and layered identi-
ty. In reality, the CCP utilizes an eclectic mix of all so-
cial systems, advancing its own interests. These sys-
tems emulate some aspects of Nazism, progressing to
greater levels of sophistication through learning
from the past. For example, the discovery of mass
graves as evidence of the genocide committed by
Nazis. To prevent such a discovery in the future, the
Chinese have diligently and systematically cremated
the bodies of Uyghur victims, among whom some
were still breathing, struggling to survive. This also
applies to China's advancement of cruel torture and
murder techniques, not available to Nazism when
committing the Holocaust. It is worth exploring how
the Chinese deceived their best friends, Pakistanis. A
group of Pakistanis expressed their wish to pay a
visit to houses of local Uyghurs. A farmer tried to
give the visitors some hints at the whole deceptive
game. This farmer was allegedly arrested for "tar-
nishing the image of the country". The worst part of
communists is not only achieving individual physical
submission, but to try controlling the collective
minds of the people, and be always successful in
doing so. The critical point is this, if China deceives
its most trustworthy friend, Pakistanis, in this way,
even though it is not necessary to do so, what stops it
from deceiving the whole world about the crimes
against humanity it is committing now. Many of ide-
alist leftists and self-identified liberals and commu-
nists fall for deception by China.

Deception by China
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People walk through Bryant Park in Manhattan area of New York City in US.

HH ow people in low-income
communities are coping with

heating cities could set the exam-
ple for future heat-stressed citizens
to follow. As the world's cities and
towns heat up, authorities and gov-
ernments often tell people to shel-
ter indoors or use active cooling
like electric fans or air condition-
ers. Urban areas can be between 4
and 10 degrees hotter than sur-
rounding rural areas. For most
urban residents the answer is to
crank up the air conditioning. But
the electricity use ultimately
makes climate change worse, and
for the city's poorest residents, the
cost is too much to bear.

But how do you follow this
advice when your home is made of
scrap metal and wood, your access
to electricity averages around four
hours per day, or your modest
income is already spent on food
and simply can't be extended to
cooling?

By 2050, more than one billion
people, including those living in
some of the poorest parts of the
planet, could face extreme heat
stress unlike anyone in recorded
human history. Experts, along with
the Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change are asking: how
will these populations adapt?

An international team of anthro-
pologists, geographers, engineers,
urban planners, architects and epi-
demiologists are finding some
answers by studying how people

are coping with hot conditions in
Karachi, Jakarta, Hyderabad, and
Douala. In these cities, many peo-
ple effectively live 'off-grid' with
unreliable access to quality hous-
ing, water, electricity, shelter and
shade. The pandemic only left them
more confined, forced to deal with
heat-related illness, even during
periods of cooler weather.

In a survey of 4,564 low-income
residents, only seven people
reported having or using an air con-
ditioning unit; and only 34 percent
of respondents reported using an
electric fan as their primary cooling
method when it was hot. Some 40
percent of all respondents had less
than 12 hours of electricity per day.
The lack of readily available water,
which in some cases was further
reduced during COVID-19 meas-
ures, was also closely correlated
with symptoms of heat related ill-
ness, such as blurred vision.

Surveyed respondents in
Indonesia, Pakistan, India and
Cameroon with metal roofing were
43% more likely to go outside to
escape the heat than people with
other roofing. How they coped
could set the example for future
heat-stressed citizens to follow,
from obvious, well documented
practices, like increasing airflow or
ventilation, to using incidental
shade provided by street trees or
urban infrastructures like flyovers.

Other informal strategies includ-
ed visiting neighbours or relatives
and using water, not for hydration,
but bathing and wetting down the
interior surfaces of homes. Many of
these practices are rarely present
in urban heat-action plans devel-
oped by city authorities or govern-
ments. 

These cooling strategies don't
occur in a vacuum. They are
enabled by a range of social, cul-
tural, technical and economic
structures that make them possible
or permissible. For example,
women often have less access to

shade and cooler public places due
to cultural norms and safety con-
cerns about being outside, particu-
larly when high-density informal
housing means 'outside' is a public
domain.

Water is used very differently in
response to heat across Karachi,
Jakarta, Hyderabad, and Douala.
Bathing was the most common
strategy in the Pakistani city of
Karachi (used by about a fifth of
the population), yet not mentioned
at all in the Indian city of
Hyderabad, pointing to the need to
carefully consider resource avail-
ability and cultural norms for how
water is used. 

Survey respondents in Karachi,
Pakistan were more likely to cool
down with a bath or shower than
respondents in other surveyed
places. The difference suggests
that local customs and water
scarcity play a part in how people
respond to extreme heat.

Policymakers can identify,
recognise and assist low-tech,
energy-efficient and water-effi-
cient strategies already being used
across low-income communities.
Some of these can be supported
through tweaks informed by the
latest science for example, consid-
ering when using a fan helps, when
it hinders heat loss, and when small
amounts of water or ice can help
effectively cool homes and bodies.

There is an assumption that
basic access to electricity, water,
and shelter is always available they
aren't. Policy focus should not only
be on the emergency provision of
water, electricity and shelter dur-
ing extreme heat events. This is a
very expensive band-aid for an
arterial bleed. Extreme heat is not
only a short-term event in the glob-
al tropics, populations are also
exposed seasonally, or all year-
round. Ensuring basic access to
water, power and shelter all the
time or at least much more of it is
crucial. In rapidly developing parts

of the world, policies that assume a
standardised built environment,
occupied by geographically stable,
atomistic households with reliable
incomes don't reflect reality. They
also overlook opportunities for
novel solutions to managing heat in
a warming world. For example,
informal electricity connections
(either directly to the grid, or via a
neighbour) have played a crucial
role in providing energy and reduc-
ing heat stress for the lowest
income groups. Rather than malign
'illegal connections', city authori-
ties need to support community
connections that maintain safety
while providing flexible access.

Low-tech interventions are not a
panacea to climate change. The
shade of a tree, appropriate use of
fans, or improved ventilation of
homes only works as long as out-
door conditions remain survivable.
This might not be the case in many
regions by 2050.

We can still feasibly protect the
global poor from the heat at the
current 1-1.5 degree Celsius limit,
but not so at 2 degree Celsius when
temperatures will become too
much for the human body to bear.
Staying under 1.5 degree Celsius
means low-tech responses have a
higher chance of working. Beyond
that, their efficacy drops off rapid-
ly.

Adapting to extreme heat isn't
new communities have a range of
localised responses that are deeply
embedded in their social and cul-
tural circumstances. Paying atten-
tion to everyday strategies is a
foundation stone for reducing heat-
health risk now and in the future.
But it's a foundation on unstable
ground only limiting warming to 1.5
degree Celsius will give the house a
chance of standing.

((EEllssppeetthh  OOppppeerrmmaannnn  iiss
rreesseeaarrcchheerr  aatt  LLuuddwwiigg--MMaaxxiimmiilliiaannss
UUnniivveerrssiittyy,,  MMuunniicchh  aanndd  JJaammiiee  CCrroossss
iiss  PPrrooffeessssoorr  aatt  tthhee  UUnniivveerrssiittyy  ooff
EEddiinnbbuurrgghh..))

Surviving extreme heat in slums

SSaaddhhaavvii  KKhhoossllaa@@ssaaddhhaavvii
Social Media when introduced 

was meant to break the boundaries
across the nations; bring people
together, networking, find old

school friends…(it did all of this for
sometime), but eventually created

walls btwn people, echo 
chambers, groupism, Us vs Them.

Lost its own purpose!

WALK IN PARK

ELSPETH OPPERMANN
& JAMIE CROSS
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Integrate

New Delhi: Meesho
will integrate its gro-
cery vertical in the
core app, in line with
its vision to become a
single shopping desti-
nation for the next bil-
lion users in India,
CEO Vidit Aatrey
said. Meesho
Superstore currently
provides 500 products
across categories.

Chargers
Mumbai: Solar-pow-
ered EV charging solu-
tions provider ATUM
Charge on Tuesday
said it has completed
the installation of 250
Universal Electric
Vehicle charging sta-
tions across India in
just six months. Of the
250 stations, as many
as 36 have been set up
in Maharashtra, 44 in
Tamil Nadu, 48 in
Telangana, 23 each in
Andhra Pradesh,
Karnataka and West
Bengal, 15 in Uttar
Pradesh, 14 in Haryana
and 24 in Odisha, the
company said.

Stake

New Delhi: Anarock
has acquired 75 per
cent stake in myHQ, a
booking platform for
co-working spaces.
Anarock Chairman
Anuj Puri told PTI
that it sees huge busi-
ness potential in the
flexible workspace
segment as the de-
mand from corpo-
rates, individuals.

Commissions
New Delhi: Tata
Power Solar has com-
missioned a 160 MW
AC solar project at
Jetstar in Rajasthan.
Around 6,75,000
monocrystalline PV
modules were used in
this installation and it
will produce 387 mil-
lion units of energy
per year.

Growth

New Delhi: Dell
Technologies India
registered a record an-
nual business growth
of 64 per cent in the fi-
nancial year ended
December 2021. MD
Alok Ohrie told PTI
that its demand veloci-
ty reflects how busi-
nesses continue to pri-
oritise their digital
transformation.

Acquires
New Delhi:
Integrated diagnostic
service provider,
Manipal HealthMap
on Tuesday said it has
acquired a majority
stake in Hyderabad-
based Medcis
Pathlabs Pvt Ltd.

New Delhi, Apr 05 (PTI):

Parliament on Tuesday
approved a bill to revamp
the functioning of the insti-
tutes of chartered account-
ants, cost accountants and
company secretaries, with
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman asserting that
the changes will not impact
the autonomy of these bod-
ies.

Rajya Sabha passed the
Chartered Accountants,
the Cost and Works
Accountants and the
Company Secretaries
(Amendment) Bill, 2022
with a voice vote after
negating all amendments
moved by the Opposition.
Lok Sabha had cleared the
bill on March 30, 2022.

The legislation seeks to
appoint non-Chartered
Accountant (CA), non-cost
accountant and non-com-
pany secretary as the pre-
siding officer of the disci-
plinary committees of the
respective institutes.

The Congress, TMC,

DMK and YSRCP opposed
the bill, citing "infirmities"
and alleging that it was a
blatant attack on profes-
sional autonomy.

The three institutes are
the Institute of Chartered
Accountants of India
(ICAI), Institute of Cost
Accountants of India (for-
merly known as ICWAI),
and Institute of Company
Secretaries of India (ICSI).

The bill amends the
Chartered Accountants
Act, 1949, the Cost and
Works Accountants Act,
1959, and the Company

Secretaries Act, 1980.
Among other things, the

bill provides for the setting
up of a coordination com-
mittee headed by the
Secretary of the Ministry
of Corporate Affairs. It will
have representations from
the three institutes.

The bill also provides for
registration of firms with
the institutes and it will
help in paving the way for
Indian accountancy firms
to grow big, she said.

It also proposes to en-
hance the quantum of fines
for partners and firms

found guilty of miscon-
duct.

The Congress, TMC,
DMK and YSRCP on
Tuesday opposed the bill to
amend laws governing
chartered accountancy, cost
accountancy and company
secretaries, citing infirmi-
ties in the bill and alleging
that it was a blatant attack
on professional autonomy.

After Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman
moved the Chartered
Accountants, the Cost and
Works Accountants and the
Company Secretaries
(Amendment) Bill, 2022 for
consideration and passage
in the Rajya Sabha, the dis-
cussion started in the
Upper House.

BJP member Suresh
Prabhu, who is also a char-
tered accountant, defended
the bill, saying the Institute
of Chartered Accountants
of India (ICAI) has accept-
ed most of the proposals
mooted by the concerned
ministry in this important
piece of legislation.

Parliament approves
accountancy bill

Nirmala Sitharaman

Mumbai, Apr 05: 
Nithia Capital (Nithia), a glob-
al advisory and investment
firm announced that they have
completed the acquisition of
Crest Steel and Power Pvt Ltd
(CREST) for a total considera-
tion in excess of INR
600Crores (US$ 80Mn). This
acquisition was completed in
partnership with Amalgam
Steel Private Limited (ASPL)
with Nithia retaining majority
control of the partnership.
Located in Durg, Chhattisgarh,
CREST is an integrated steel
plant with a current sponge
iron capacity of 225 KTPA and
steel billet capacity of 80
KTPA. CREST has over 400
acres of land and extensive
room for brownfield expansion
with a private railway siding,
which has been identified as
part of the planned growth
capex projects. These include
completion of the 1,500 KTPA
iron ore pellet plant and near
doubling of the manufacturing
capacities for sponge iron and
steel billet. Commenting, Jai
Saraf, Founder and CEO of
Nithia Capital said, “The
acquisition of CREST is an
important and strategic step
for Nithia and is our second
steel investment in India. 

Nithia Capital 
completes 

acquisition of CREST

Mumbai, Apr 05 (PTI):

Equity benchmark
Sensex dropped over 430
points on Tuesday as in-
vestors booked profits in
banking and financial
stocks after sharp gains in
the previous session.

Investor focus returned
to the Russia-Ukraine war
and rising oil prices,
traders said.

The 30-share BSE gauge
ended 435.24 points or 0.72
per cent lower at 60,176.50.
Similarly, the NSE Nifty
shed 96 points or 0.53 per
cent to close at 17,957.40.

HDFC Bank was the top
loser in the Sensex pack,
followed by Bajaj Finserv,
HDFC, Kotak Bank,
IndusInd Bank, Bajaj
Finance and Reliance
Industries.

On the other hand,
NTPC, PowerGrid, ITC,
Titan, TCS and Nestle

India were among the
gainers, surging up to 3.40
per cent.

Of the Sensex con-
stituents, 17 shares closed
lower while 13 were in the
green.

Banking and financial
indices fell sharply, up to
1.33 per cent, while the
power segment rallied 3.38
per cent.

Elsewhere in Asia,
bourses in Shanghai,
Hong Kong, Tokyo and
Seoul closed on a firm foot-
ing.

Stock exchanges in
Europe were trading on a
negative note in mid-ses-
sion deals. Germany's
DAX gained 0.1% to
14,536.78, while the CAC 40
in Paris lost 0.6% to
6,689.80. Britain's FTSE 100
shed 0.2% to 7,545.38. The
futures for the S&P 500
and the Dow industrials
slipped 0.2%.

Sensex tumbles over 430 pts,
Nifty slips below 18,000

Mumbai, Apr 05 (PTI):

The rupee continued its
winning momentum on
Tuesday, rising 25 paise to
settle at 75.28 (provisional)
against the US dollar, as
the American currency
and crude oil prices re-
treated from recent high
levels.

Forex traders said weak-
ness in the US dollar
against its key rivals
boosted investor senti-
ment, even as the domestic
equities settled on a nega-
tive note.

At the interbank forex
market, the domestic unit
opened at 75.54 against the
US dollar and touched an
intra-day high of 75.28 and
finally closed at 75.28, reg-
istering a rise of 25 paise
over its previous close.

On Monday, the rupee
started the financial year
2022-23 on a bullish note,

spurting 21 paise to close
at a one month-high of
75.53.

Meanwhile, the dollar
index, which gauges the
greenback's strength
against a basket of six cur-
rencies, was trading 0.09
per cent down at 98.90.

"Persistent risk-on senti-
ments, weak dollar index
and stronger regional
(Asian) currencies have
been supporting the local
unit in northbound move-
ment," said Dilip Parmar,
Research Analyst, HDFC
Securities.

"On the global front, in-
vestors are assessing
measures taken against
Russia and the outlook for
China's economic growth
as Shanghai remained in
lockdown. Near-term
focus will remain RBI
monetary policy decision
and stance," Parmar
added. Bullion prices fell.

Rupee surges 25 paise at 75.28
against USD, bullion falls

Mumbai, Apr 05: 

Windergy India 2022, the
upcoming mega wind en-
ergy trade fair and confer-
ence, is all set to enhance
the wind energy eco-sys-
tem by deliberating and fa-
cilitating quicker migra-
tion to clean energy in
sync with national resolve.

The three-day mega
wind energy event will be
held at Pragati Maidan,
New Delhi fromApril 27-
29, 2022 and will focus on
fulfilling national commit-
ment of quick migration
to clean energy of which
wind energy is one of the
pivotal pillars.

R. K. Singh, Cabinet
Minister for Power and
New & Renewable Energy,
Government of India,
Bhagwanth Khuba,
Minister of State for New
& Renewable Energy,

Chemicals and Fertilizers,
Government of India, The
Danish Ambassador His
Excellency Freddy Svane,
amidst other dignitaries
and industry stalwarts
would be part of the high
level conference that
would run concurrently
with the tradefair. The at-
tendees can gain by meet-
ing over 150 companies
displaying their product,
solutions and technology
prowess at the show. With
2 days of intense delibera-
tions along with the 3-day
exhibition, it offers un-
matched networking and
business opportunities for
participants.

In order to reduce de-
pendency on fossil fuel
and achieve the target of
net-zero emission by 2070,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi at COP26
(November 2021) pledged

five key targets towards
fulfilment of this objec-
tive. These include: (i)
Increasing country’s non-
fossil energy capacity to
500 GW by 2030 (ii) 50 per-
cent of country’s energy
requirements to come
from renewable energy
by 2030 (iii) Reduction of
total projected carbon
emissions by one billion
tons from now till 2030
(iv) By 2030, India will re-
duce the carbon intensity
of its economy by more
than 45 percent (v) By the
year 2070, India will
achieve the target of Net-
Zero. And, wind energy
will play a pivotal role in
achieving the above ob-
jectives and has already
made impressive
progress in terms of ca-
pacity addition, manufac-
turing capabilities and
other areas.

Wind energy trade fair, conference to
focus on quick migration to clean energy

New Delhi, Apr 05 (PTI):

Capital markets regulator Sebi
on Tuesday said individual
investors applying in public
issues of equity shares and
convertibles can use Unified
Payment Interface (UPI) for
application amount up to Rs 5
lakh.
Also, they have been asked to
provide their UPI ID in the bid-
cum-application form submit-
ted with any of these entities -
- syndicate member, stock
broker, depository participant
and registrar to an issue and
share transfer agent.
The new guidelines will come
into force for public issues
opening on or after May 1,
2022, Sebi said in a circular.
The decision has been taken
after National Payments
Corporation of India (NPCI)

reviewed the systemic readi-
ness required at various inter-
mediaries to facilitate the pro-
cessing of applications with
increased UPI limit.
As on March 30, 2022, more
than 80 per cent of Self
Certified Syndicate Banks
(SCSBs)/Sponsor Banks/UPI
Apps have conducted the sys-
tem changes and have com-
plied with the NPCI provisions.
In December 2021, NPCI
enhanced the per transaction
limit in UPI from Rs 2 lakh to
Rs 5 lakh for UPI-based
Application Supported by
Blocked Amount (ASBA) in
Initial Public Offers (IPOs).

Individual investors
can use UPI for up to
Rs 5 lakh payment

New Delhi, Apr 05 (PTI):

Supply chain disrup-
tions and low demand
across segments, especial-
ly two-wheelers, are ex-
pected to impact automo-
bile retail sales in the cur-
rent fiscal with the turn-
around anticipated only in
the next financial year, au-
tomobile dealers' body
FADA said on Tuesday.

According to the
Federation of Automobile
Dealers Associations
(FADA), the on-going
Russia-Ukraine war and
China lockdown is expect-
ed to hit supplies of criti-
cal components thereby
impacting the revival of
the domestic auto indus-
try. Besides, revival of de-
mand in rural parts of the

county would also have an
impact on the overall
growth of the industry in
the current fiscal.

"We expect the situation
to remain challenging in
the current fiscal with
sales volumes expected to
grow by single digit,"
FADA President Vinkesh
Gulati told reporters here.
For the fiscal year ended
2021-22, the total auto in-
dustry retail sales grew by

7.21 per cent to 1,63,75,799
units, as compared to
1,52,74,314 units in the
2020-21 fiscal.

"The near-term outlook
for the Indian auto indus-
try continues to remain a
challenge as the on-going
Russia-Ukraine war and
China lockdown does not
hint towards a smooth
path. Crude is on a boil
and hence fuel prices have
been raised by around Rs
10. This will continue to
rise and further hit senti-
ments," Gulati noted.

The passenger vehicle
segment is expected to
witness an impact due to
the disruption in precious
metals and neon gas sup-
plies which originate
from the war hit zone, he
added.

Auto industry to reach 
pre-pandemic highs by FY-24

New Delhi, Apr 05 (PTI):

The Competition
Commission has slapped
penalties totalling around
Rs 1.16 crore on 24 entities,
including individuals, for
indulging in bid rigging
and cartelisation in ten-
ders floated by the Indian
Railways.

As many as 11 entities
and 14 individuals of these
entities were found to have
violated competition
norms. Out of these 25, the
regulator did not impose
any penalty on one entity.

Besides slapping penal-
ties on 24 of them, the
watchdog has directed
them to cease and desist
from anti-competitive
practices.

The matter was taken
up by the Competition

Commission of India
(CCI) following a reference
filed on behalf of the
North Western Railways.

These entities indulged
in cartelisation in the sup-
ply of High Performance
Polyamide Bushes (HPPA)
and Self Lubricating
Polyester Resin Bushes
(SLPR) to the Indian
Railways by means of di-
rectly or indirectly deter-
mining prices, allocating
tenders, controlling sup-

ply and market, coordinat-
ing bid prices and manipu-
lating the bidding process,
CCI said in a release on
Tuesday. "The evidence in
the matter included regu-
lar e-mail communica-
tions and WhatsApp ex-
changes between the par-
ties, quoting of identical/
similar prices by certain
parties, filing of bids from
same IP addresses by cer-
tain parties in close prox-
imity...," it noted.

CCI penalises 24 entities, individuals for
bid rigging in Indian Railways tenders

New Delhi, Apr 05 (PTI):

Over Rs 30,160 crore
loans have been sanc-
tioned under the Stand-Up
India scheme in the past
six years, the Finance
Ministry said on Tuesday.

Stand up India Scheme
was launched on April 5,
2016, to promote SC, ST
and women entrepreneurs
at the grassroot level fo-
cusing on economic em-
powerment and job cre-
ation.

In 2019-20, the Stand Up
India scheme was extend-
ed till 2025.

"More than Rs 30,160
crore loans sanctioned to
over 1,33,995 accounts
under Stand-Up India
Scheme in 6 years," the
ministry said in a state-
ment.

New Delhi, Apr 05 (PTI):

The Delhi High Court on
Tuesday asked the Centre
to seriously look into the
issue raised in a Public
Interest Litigation (PIL)
seeking implementation of
a Uniform Banking Code
for foreign exchange trans-
actions to control black
money generation and be-
nami transactions.

A bench of Acting Chief
Justice Vipin Sanghi and
Justice Navin Chawla is-
sued notice to the Centre
through ministries of
Home Affairs, Law and

Justice and Finance, and
asked them to respond to
the petition.

Additional Solicitor
General Chetan Sharma,
representing the Centre,
submitted that the petition-
er has raised a serious
issue which shall be looked
into by the government.
The court, which listed the
matter for further hearing

on May 25, asked the Centre
to seriously look into the
issue raised by the petition-
er. Petitioner and advocate
Ashwini Kumar Upadhyay
raised loop holes in the sys-
tem in relation to transfer
of foreign funds which
could be used by sepa-
ratists, Naxals, Maoists,
fundamentalists, and ter-
rorists.

During the hearing, the
ASG said, He (petitioner)
has raised a serious issue.
We will consider it and get
back. The issues are seri-
ous and important, they do
require detailed considera-
tion. The petition sought di-
rection to ensure that Real
Time Gross Settlement
(RTGS), National

Electronic Funds Transfer
(NEFT) and Instant Money
Payment System (IMPS)
are not used for depositing
foreign money in Indian
banks. The petitioner said
it is not only harming the
foreign exchange reserve of
India but is also being used
to provide money to sepa-
ratists, fundamentalists,
Naxals, Maoists, terrorists,
traitors, conversion mafias
and radical organisations
like the SIMI and PFI. He
submitted that immigra-
tion rules for a visa are the
same whether a foreigner
comes in business class or
economy class, uses Air
India or British Airways,
and comes from USA or
Uganda.

Centre asked to look into PIL seeking uniform banking code
For foreign exchange
transactions Washington, Apr 05 (PTI):

A bipartisan group of
American lawmakers has
sought the help of the
Biden administration in
restricting the interna-
tional trade and sale of
Russian-origin diamonds,
in view of the massive
sanctions that the US and
its European allies have
imposed on Moscow.

In a letter to Secretary
of State Tony Blinken
and Treasury Secretary
Janet Yellen, the lawmak-
ers expressed concern
that the sanctions issued
by the Treasury
Department to target

Russia's diamond indus-
try will have a minimal
impact on Alrosa and its
CEO Sergei Ivanov's abili-
ty to freely operate global-
ly.

Alrosa is the world's
largest diamond mining
company.

The company, which re-
ported sales worth USD
4.2 billion last year, is re-
sponsible for 90 per cent

of Russia's diamond min-
ing capacity, which ac-
counts for 28 per cent
globally.

It is owned one-third by
the Russian government,
and until recently, had an
office in New York City.

Ivanov is the son of one
of Putin's closest allies,
Sergei Borisovich Ivanov,
who previously served as
the Chief of Staff of the
Presidential Executive
Office, the Deputy Prime
Minister and the Defence
Minister of Russia and re-
mains a permanent mem-
ber of the Security Council
of the Russian Federation,
the letter said.

US lawmakers want India to
restrict sale of Russian diamonds

Over Rs 30,160 crore
loans sanctioned

under Stand-Up India



WATCHO, one of India’s fastest-
growing OTT platforms, premieres
yet another thriller web series ti-

tled 'Happy'. Close on the back of delivering
the enthralling crime drama 'Jaunpur' and
award-winning  'Aghaat', this latest series is
a gripping crime thriller that follows the
journey of a chef named Happy Singh in his
pursuit of happiness. The eight-episode web
series is live now and available in Hindi.

The thriller revolves around Happy Singh
who makes his living working as a chef at a
Girls’ Hostel. Known for his grumpy de-

meanor and extraordinary culinary skills,
he is often the center of attention of the

residents and working staff. His only
family member is his mother who
holds him as dear as a 5-year-old
child. But things take a different

turn when he meets Gunjan, and in-
stantly falls for her. What follows is a

mad pursuit of obsessive patterns turn-
ing a one-sided lover into an erratic

criminal.
Written by Hitesh Bali, under the impact-

ful production of Percept Purple, the show
is steeped in a gripping narrative, heart-rac-
ing plot twists, building upon the edge-of-
your-seat tension with every scene. The star
cast includes Bhagwan Das Patel who has
played the protagonist Happy. Actor
Deeksha Sahu portrays the jovial charac-

ter of Gunjan with her charming smile
and forthcoming personality.
Bringing in a unique assortment of

snackable content cutting across all gen-
res, WATCHO offers many original
shows including web series like Gupta
Niwas, Jaunpur, Papa Ka Scooter,
Aghaat, Cheaters - The Vacation,
Sarhad, Mystery Dad,
JaalSaazi, Dark Destinations,
It’s My Pleasure, 4 Thieves,
Love Crisis, Ardhsatya,
Chhoriyan, and Rakhta
Chandana.

With each choice she
made in films in the
past, Vidya Balan

redefined the space of female-
centric films in Bollywood.
Following the same footsteps in her
last three releases - 'Shakuntala Devi',
'Sherni' and 'Jalsa' - the actress empha-
sised the importance of producers backing
such content to bring change in Indian cine-
ma. Abundantia Entertainment was one of
the production houses backing all these
three projects. "Honestly speaking, when I
joined the film industry, I did not know
the exact role of a producer in the mak-
ing of a film but with time, since I
worked in multiple female-led films, be
it 'Ishqiya', 'No One Killed Jessica' and
so on, I realised a very important
thing about filmmaking. "A film es-
pecially if it is unconventional,
not a success on paper, it needs
utmost care and backup of a
producer to take enough risk
to make such films and re-
lease it correctly to the
target audience."

She went on adding,
"The role of a producer
and director is equally im-
portant for a film, if one is the
father, another is the mother of
the film. Having said that I have
worked with Vikram in three consecu-
tive successful films and I must say, his
production house not only talks about
creative empowerment but actually
going ahead and making films that are
so important in storytelling." Vikram
Malhotra, the CEO of Abundantia
Entertainment, on the other hand, ad-
mits that as a production house, they
focus on the story first and then the
rest follows for him. "Yes, be it
'Shakuntala Devi', 'Sherni' and 'Jalsa'
they are female-led films. But for us,
all these stories are equally impor-
tant, engaging and entertaining. That
is why we make a film. We do not look
at the gender of the protagonist but
how strong the content is. Our parameter is sim-
ple. We submit to the vision of the storyteller, followed by
the size of the audience that the story can impact and then
comes the economic consideration, of budget and platform," explained Vikram.

Saiyami Kher 
on working 
with
Ashwiny
Iyer Tiwary
in ‘Faadu’
Actress Saiyami Kher

recently wrapped
up the shooting for

Ashwiny Iyer Tiwary's web
series 'Faadu'.

It is a love story that also
features Pavail Gulati and
Abhilash Thapliyal.

The web series was shot in
Serbia, the Konkan region and
Mumbai. Sharing her experi-
ence on the film, Saiyami
said: "Working with Ashwiny
maam was always on my
wish list. I am emotional as
we wrap this very special
film. I have also made
some 'Faadu' friends for
life and can't wait to share
this world with everyone."

Apart from this, Saiyami
Kher is a part of Tahira
Kashyap's upcoming film
'Sharmaji Ki Beti' and R
Balki's 'Ghoomer'. She
will also be seen in the
new season of 'Breathe:
Into The Shadows' and
'Highway', a south
film co-starring
Anand
Deverakonda.

ACROSS
1. Fir or poplar
5. Imitate
10. Coin factory
14. Stash away
15. Sports ring
16. Native metals
17. Recipe component
19. Plumbing problem
20. Shade of blue
21. Endures

22. Rinds
23. Italy's capital
24. Pickle seasoning
25. Fable writer
28. Not lasting long (2 wds.)
33. Rental agreements
35. Absent
36. Victory letter
37. Coffeepots
38. Sheik's wives
40. Forbids
41. Hamm or Farrow

42. Strong wind
43. Changes for the better
45. Without meaning
48. Restless
49. Lofty
50. Golf norms
52. Religious images
54. Solemn
56. Wind direction (abbr.)
59. Sole
60. Excessive
62. Superman's girlfriend
63. Wash cycle
64. Track shape
65. Dog's name
66. Swiftness
67. Obtains

DOWN
1. That's opposite
2. Ice arena
3. Fidgety
4. Always, in poems
5. Woman's title
6. Showy flowers
7. Converge
8. Rustic hotels
9. Tabby, e.g.
10. Early car (2 wds.)
11. Not pertinent
12. Singer ____ Diamond
13. Recipe units (abbr.)
18. Marry clandestinely
22. Sympathy
23. Singer Diana ____
24. Serious play

25. Grads
26. Mysterious
27. Alamo locale (2 wds.)
29. Rabbits' kin
30. Be beholden to
31. Tears apart
32. Untidy
34. Will
39. Pub offering
40. Affleck and Stiller
42. Solidifies
44. ____ Gras
46. Most rational
47. Thinly distributed
51. Assisted
52. Troubles
53. Henhouse
54. Small cut
55. Musical sound
56. Economize
57. Right now!
58. Slippery creatures
60. Tax inits.
61. Yuletide drink
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You will tackle complicated issues with
infinite ease! But you will also find
people passing the buck onto you. It
irks you no end, having to take the
blame for others' mistakes. But here's
a chance, says Ganesha, to turn a
weakness into a strength.

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18
You will tackle complicated issues with infi-
nite ease! But you will also find people
passing the buck onto you. It irks you no
end, having to take the blame for others'
mistakes. But here's a chance, says
Ganesha, to turn a weakness into a
strength.

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20
A number of great ideas either for new
creative projects or enhancing ongoing
ones could pop into your head during the
day, Aries. If you don't write them down
immediately, they could just as easily
pop right out again, never to return! With
all your responsibilities, you could have a
rather frantic day as your mind constant-
ly shifts from one focus to another. 

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20
A person with whom you work, probably a
woman, could leave suddenly without
notice or stated reason, Taurus. This could
be confusing, and you might find yourself
wondering if there are changes within the
company that you know nothing about.
Try to learn exactly why this person left. If
you can't ask him or her directly, discreet-
ly ask someone who might know.

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

Someone you've wanted to hear
from for a long time, perhaps an old
friend who lives far away, could ring
you up today while you're out,
Gemini. You'll be happy to get the
message, but it could result in a frus-
trating game of phone tag through-
out the day. Don't get so irritated you
give up. Keep trying. 

Gemini: May 22 – June 21
With Ganesha's grace, whatever you
think or peruse will be successful.
Students will excel and finish pending
work. You can display your imagination
excellently. In short, a day of happiness
and variety.

Cancer: June 22 – July 22
You will pay more attention to matters
at home. You may take up home renova-
tion projects. You may end up replacing
the entire furniture at your place even.
You will spend the day enjoying with
your family members and friends, says
Ganesha.

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23
You tend to be very intuitive, Virgo, but
today you could find your psychic abili-
ties short-circuit. If you give readings,
don't schedule any for today. This isn't
to say your abilities are blocked, but
they aren't as dependable as they usual-
ly are. Likewise, your imagination isn't
as reliable either. 

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

Ganesha says that you will be busy in
your work field today and will be able
to attain your goals in your work field
today. Your level of enthusiasm will
be at its peak. Today you may be able
to meet with a person from the oppo-
site sex who will be your future part-
ner. Ganesha showers you with his
blessings always.

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23
Being a workaholic may divert your
attention from your family and you may
have to bear the consequences. It's time
to sort differences with your spouse.
But, all this while, you need to be calm
and patient. Watch your words in case of
any arguments, warns Ganesha.

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22
To do or not to do? That will be the ques-
tion for most of today as you find your-
self pulling out of one dilemma only to
trip into the next one. Controversy will
surround you and you may find yourself
at the crossroads, where you are unsure
of which direction to take. Turn to the
wisdom of the experienced for proper
guidance, advises Ganesha.

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21
The most intimidating of ventures can
prove successful if fortune favours you;
you will be fortunate today, says Ganesha.
Those of you dealing in stocks and shares
can expect a profitable day ahead, but
don't forget to give credit to your spouse;
it will be their luck working wonders for
you.

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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Bollywood actress
Sobhita Dhulipala
has wrapped up

the shooting for the sec-
ond season of the much-
awaited romantic drama
series 'Made In Heaven'.
The actress shared the
news with her followers
through social media.

Sobhita took to her
Instagram and shared
an animated poster in
which she was sitting in
her 'Made In Heaven' sig-
nature pose. The actress
announced the wrap up
of its second season in
the caption as she wrote,
"It's a wrap for big cat
boss trooper Tara
Khanna on season 2 of
Made in heaven! Can't

wait to show you the fire
that's been blazing quiet-
ly (sic)."

Sobhita shot to fame
with her performance in
the first season of the
show. Naturally, the an-
ticipation for the second
season of the show and
her performance is pal-
pable.

On the film front, the
actress has a string of
projects including
Ronnie Screwvala's
'Sitara', Mani Ratnam's
magnum opus 'Ponniyin
Selvan' (Tamil), Telugu
film 'Major' with Adivi
Sesh and a Hollywood
project 'Monkey Man' di-
rected by and starring
Dev Patel.

Sobhita Dhulipala
wraps up 

'Made In Heaven 2’

Vidya Balan: 
I didn't know the role

of a producer when
I joined films

After the spectacular success of
entertaining original content on

SVOD, ALTBalaji, India's homegrown
OTT platform, has now launched the
Advertising-Based Video on Demand
(AVOD) model which will set a new
benchmark in the Indian entertainment
industry by providing a roster of cut-
through content. The first-ever reality
shqow Lock Upp produced by the brand
has been launched via AVOD and has
been a massive success entering every
family living room of the country and
receiving robust viewership globally as
well. The Advertising-Based Video on
Demand is a system that allows viewers
to access free original content. ALTBalaji
spokesperson said, "The introduction of
AVOD will not only be an added layer of
advertising revenue to our existing rev-
enue streams bit will also help us drive
further subscriber base via cross-sell
and up-sell. We are excited about pro-
viding a further simplified and seamless
experience with thousands of hours of
free content for mass India." With over
80% of ALTBalaji's audience under 35
years of age; an exciting library boasting

91+ original shows and many in the
pipeline; a flourishing SVOD Business;
AVOD is the next step in building the
business further. For the first time a
platform with no network support has
attempted to build an AVOD business, as
it garners a record number of views
based on the strength of the path-break-
ing content that it delivers regularly. The
platform's goal is to reach out to an
even wider audience base, penetrating
further in hinterlands.

ALT Balaji is all set to disrupt
the world of AVOD

WATCHO premiers crime-thriller ‘HAPPY’
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Pune, Apr 05 (PTI):

Mumbai Indians' domes-
tic bowlers will look to
step up as they take on a
buoyant Kolkata Knight
Riders in the IPL here on
Wednesday, looking to
turn things around after
back-to-back defeats.

MI have so far looked
like anything but IPL's
five-time champions, los-
ing both their opening
games first against Delhi
Capitals by four wickets
and then against a resur-
gent Rajasthan Royals by
23 runs.

And skipper Rohit
Sharma will seek improve-
ments on multiple fronts
to effect a turnaround
when they face KKR, who
come into the game after
beating Punjab Kings by
six wickets.

For MI, pacer Basil
Thampi and spinner
Murugan Ashwin have
proved to be weak-links as
they yielded 73 runs in 3
overs during RR's innings
and the duo will need to
produce a better show on
Wednesday.

In fact, Australian seam-
er Daniel Sams too went
for runs and remained
wicketless in the last two
matches.

The trio will have to
quickly recover from their
forgettable outing against
RR and bowl in the right
areas if they have to con-
tain the KKR batters.

Jasprit Bumrah, with

his three-for, however,
showed why he is the best
in the business, particular-
ly at the death and MI
would be hoping for anoth-
er stellar show from him.

For a turn-around, Rohit
himself will have to be at
his brutal best and ham-
mer his favourite opposi-
tion, against whom he has
a formidable record.

Opener Ishan Kishan
has been rock solid,
smashing a brilliant 81 in
the lung-opener followed

by a gusty 54.
If Mumbai have to post

score or chase a big total,
which is likely at the MCA
stadium in Gahunje, Rohit
and Kishan would need to
fire on all cylinders.

MI has badly missed the
services of Suryakumar
Yadav, who is known for
playing many a match-
winning knocks for the
franchise.

Yadav has recovered
from his finger injury but
it remains to be seen

whether he plays or not
with Rohit remaining non-
committal about his avail-
ability.

While the emergence of
unheralded N Tilak
Verma, who smashed 61
off 33 balls to take MI to 81
in 8 overs against RR, was
a big positive, the team
still couldn't chase down a
total of 193.

And the likes of
Anmolpreet Singh, Tim
David and West Indian
Kieron Pollard will need to

shoulder responsibility.
While Singh scored in

single digits, David too did-
n't look comfortable on
Indian tracks and it needs
to be seen if MI brings in
South Africa's U-19 star
Dewald Brevis, known as
'Baby AB'.

For Kolkata, the biggest
asset is star all-rounder
Andre Russell coming
back to form. His six-hit-
ting prowess was on dis-
play against Punjab Kings
and he would be keen to
continue from where he
left.

But their top-order, com-
prising Ajinkya Rahane
and Venkatesh Iyer, fal-
tered against Punjab and
the duo would want to give
the side a good start.

Skipper Shreyas Iyer
has been getting starts, but
a big score is due. Ditto for
Sam Billings. Nitish Rana
too has been far from his
best and needs to go all
guns blazing.

KKR pacer Umesh
Yadav has been impressive
and could pose a potential
threat to MI batters but he
would need support from
Tim Southee and Shivam
Mavi, while the eight
overs from Varun
Chakravarthy and Sunil
Narine can change the
match situation.

Mumbai have won 22
times against KKR, while
KKR has been victorious
only seven times, and they
would want to add a win to
their tally.

Winless Mumbai Indians
face uphill task against KKR Dubai, Apr 05 (PTI):

India skipper Mithali Raj
dropped a place to seventh
but star opener Smriti
Mandhana moved up to
ninth position in the ICC
Women ODI batters rank-
ings issued on Tuesday.

After her below-par out-
ing in the just-concluded
Women's World Cup, Mithali
dropped a rung in the chart
with 686 rating points. The
veteran India captain accu-
mulated 182 runs from seven
games at an average of 26.

In comparison,
Mandhana (669 points)
scored 327 runs from seven
games with a best of 123, av-
eraging 46.71 in the show-
piece. Besides the duo, vice-
captain Harmanpreet Kaur
climbed one place to the 14th
spot. Harmanpreet has been
India's second best batter in
the World Cup with 318 runs
from seven games. Her high-
est was 109. Australian keep-

er-batter Alyssa Healy
jumped to the top of the bat-
ter rankings after her phe-
nomenal 170 in the final
against England. The
Australian's outstanding
knock sent her soaring into
the number one spot, ending
South African opener Laura
Wolvaardt's short stay at the
summit. The 32-year-old
Healy smashed 509 runs, in-
cluding two hundreds and
two half-centuries, across
her nine matches at the
World Cup at a strike rate of

103.66. Healy finished just
ahead of compatriot
Rachael Haynes as the tour-
nament's top scorer.

Four Australians re-
mained in the top six in the
latest ODI rankings, with
Beth Mooney, Meg Lanning
and Haynes joining Healy
among the world's top-
ranked batters.

England all-rounder Nat
Sciver's unbeaten 148 not out
in the world Cup final saw
her jump to the second spot
in the batting rankings.

Mandhana rises, Mitahli slips in
ICC Women’s ODI batters rankings

Mumbai, Apr 05 (PTI):

Royals Challengers
Bangalore can avail the
services of star Australian
all-rounder Glenn
Maxwell in its upcoming
IPL match against
Mumbai Indians on April
9, said the team's head
coach Mike Hesson.

Despite joining the
camp after completing his
mandatory quarantine pe-
riod, Maxwell will not be
available for RCB's game
against Rajasthan Royals
on Tuesday due to a clause
laid down by Cricket
Australia for its contract-
ed players.

Even though he was not
part of the Australia
squad that will complete
its tour of Pakistan on

Tuesday with the lone T20
match in Lahore, Maxwell
has to wait until April 6 to
make his first appearance

for RCB in ongoing edition
of the lucrative T20
league.

"It's pretty clear from
Cricket Australia's point of
view that no contracted
players are available be-
fore the 6th of April. So, re-
gardless of when they ar-
rive here, they can't play
before the 6th of April,"
Hesson said in a video
shared on RCB's official
twitter page.

"We have been well
aware of that as every
other side. We have
planned for that. Maxi
(Maxwell) will be with us
and available from the
9th."

RCB has so far played
two games this season,
recording one win and a
loss.

Pune, Apr 05 (PTI):

Mumbai Indians' young
recruit Tim David is keen
to use legendary all-
rounder Kireon Pollard's
experience to improve his
game and come out as a
better player after IPL-15.

Pollard has been a
Mumbai Indians veteran
and one of IPL's all-time
greats.

"I think Polly's (Pollard)
played over 10 years in the
IPL, so there's a lot of ex-
perience there," David
was quoted as saying in a
note shared by the record
five-time champions on
the eve of their game
against Kolkata Knight
Riders.

The Singaporean him-
self is a big-hitting all-

rounder. "I think that hap-
pens over time naturally.
You can't just get all of it
like, on a notebook
straightaway. It just hap-
pens with different ques-
tions here or there, differ-
ent situations, different
experiences at training

and trying to run some
ideas past him."

"Just get little bits here
and there and hopefully, I
can gain some of those ex-
periences from him
(Pollard), and maybe
some that I can try and
use in a game or that I can
add to my game that can
be successful," added
David.

Mumbai Indians have
had a horrendous start to
their campaign having
lost both their games --
against Delhi Capitals
and Rajasthan Royals.

But David believed that
the team would get better.

"He has been a fun cap-
tain," David said of skip-
per Rohit Sharma, one of
the finest white-ball expo-
nents.

Suncheon, Apr 05 (PTI):

World championships
bronze medallist Lakshya
Sen and fast-rising
Malvika Bansod pro-
gressed to the second
round of the men's and
women's singles competi-
tions respectively after
registering gruelling
three-game wins at the
Korea Open Super 500 bad-
minton tournament here
on Tuesday.

While Sen staved off a
spirited challenge from
local hope Choi Ji Hoon 14-
21 21-16 21-18 in just over
an hour in his opening
round match, Bansod ral-
lied her way to notch up a
stunning 20-22 22-20 21-10
win over world no 24 Han
Yue of China.

Sixth seed Sen, who has
been in sensational form
in the last six months with
back-to-back final finishes
at German Open and All
England Championships,
will next meet Indonesia's
Shesar Hiren Rhustavito.

Unseeded Bansod, who
had reached the finals of
Syed Modi Super 300 tour-
nament in January, will
face sixth seeded Thai
Pornpawee Chochuwong
in the second round.

However, it was cur-
tains for Swiss Open final-
ist HS Prannoy as he went
down meekly to
Malaysia's Cheam June
Wei 17-21 7-21 in 41 min-
utes.

In doubles, men's pair-
ing of Krishna Prasad
Garaga and
Vishnuvardhan Goud
Panjala lost 14-21 19-21 to
P r a m u d y a
Kusumawardana and
Yeremia Erich Yoche
Yacob Rambitan of

Indonesia, while Bokka
Navaneeth and B Sumeeth
Reddy went down 14-21 19-
21 to sixth seeded
Malaysian pair of Ong
Yew Sin and Teo Ee Yi.

Earlier, Sen found the
going tough against Choi,
who kept things under
control for most part of
the opening game and
even though the Indian
clawed back to 14-14, the
Korean reeled off seven
points on the trot to take a
1-0 lead.

New Delhi, Apr 05 (PTI):

Star striker Rani
Rampal on Tuesday re-
turned to the national side
after a lengthy injury lay-
off as India on Tuesday
named a 22-member
women's hockey squad for
the upcoming FIH Pro
League tie against world
no 1 Netherlands.

The squad also includes
two new faces in midfield-
er Mahima Choudhary
and striker Aishwarya
Rajesh Chavan, who will
make their senior team

debut in the double leg tie
to be held at the Kalinga
Stadium in Bhubaneswar
on Friday and Saturday.

Rani, who led India to a
historic fourth place finish
in the Olympics last year,
has not played for the na-
tional team since the
Tokyo Games due to sever-
al injuries, mainly ham-
string problem.

Since then Rani has
been undergoing rehabili-
tation at the SAI south
centre in Bengaluru but
she is now fit to take the
field again.

Navi Mumbai, Apr 05 (PTI):

Young pacer Avesh
Khan feels bowlers hardly
have any respite in a tour-
nament like the IPL, and
the key to success for him
lies in handling the pres-
sure.

Avesh, the most expen-
sive uncapped Indian play-
er in the ongoing IPL after
LSG paid 25 times more
than his base price of Rs
20 lakh to avail his servic-

es, picked up four big
wickets conceding just 24
runs against Sunrisers
Hyderabad.

He also bowled a bril-
liant 18th over to help his
side beat SRH by 12 runs
here on Monday.

"In IPL as a bowler
there will be pressure on
you in every match and
how you handle that is
very important. I never
think that I am the main
bowler of the team. I al-
ways try to take wickets
for the team," Avesh said
at the post-match virtual
press conference.

"If I start thinking that I
am the main bowler, I will
take pressure upon my-
self, which is unneces-
sary."

Avesh said as a bowler
his main job is to pick up
wickets for his side.

"I am very happy to con-
tribute to the winning
cause. In the first match I
got an opportunity to save
11 runs in one over which
I couldn't. Today I was fo-
cused on taking wickets,"
he said.

Avesh's performance
helped LSG defend 169 for
seven, limiting SRH to 157
for nine, and register their
second win out of three
games in debut IPL sea-
son.

London, Apr 05 (PTI):

Out-of-favour India Test
batter Cheteshwar Pujara's
debut for Sussex has been
delayed until next week due
to visa issues and he will
miss the side's first County
Championship match of
the season starting
Thursday.

Pujara, who was dropped
from India's recent Test se-
ries against Sri Lanka, was
due to play Sussex's first six
County Championship
matches of the season be-
fore returning later in the
season for the Royal London
Cup and some additional
four-day games. The club
said in a statement that it
has been in regular contact
with Pujara and was work-
ing tirelessly to enable him
to be available for the first

game of the season against
N o t t i n g h a m s h i r e .
"Securing overseas players
has been tremendously dif-
ficult in the current cli-
mate. We renegotiated the
initial Pujara contract so he
could return for more
County Championship and
Royal London Cup matches,
and this subsequently
changed the visa require-
ments," Sussex
Performance Director,
Keith Greenfield said in the
statement.

New Delhi, Apr 05 (PTI):
Indian boxer Sumit (75kg)
entered the semifinals of the
Thailand Open with a comfort-
able win over Timur Nurseitov in
Phuket, Thailand on Tuesday.
Sumit, who received bye in the
opening round, looked in good
touch throughout the bout. He
notched a 5-0 win against
Kazakhstan's Nurseitov in the
quarterfinal clash.
Sumit became the fourth Indian
to enter the last four stage.
Monika (48kg), Ashish Kumar
(81kg) and Manisha (57kg) are
already through to the semifi-
nals. However, it was curtains
for Gaurav Chauhan (91kg), who
went down 1-4 to 2018 Youth
Olympics champion Aibek
Oralbay of Kazakhstan in the
quarterfinals.
Six Indian pugilists will be seen
in action on Wednesday.
While Bhagyabati Kachari
(75kg), Amit Panghal (52kg) and
Rohit Mor (57kg) will play in
their quarterfinal, Govind Sahani
(48), Varinder Singh (60kg) and
Ashish Kumar (81kg) will fight
for a place in the finals.

Mumbai, Apr 05 (PTI):

Former coach Ravi
Shastri has hailed T
Natarajan as a death
bowling specialist, saying
the Indian team missed
the left-arm pacer sorely
during its T20 World Cup
debacle in UAE.
Natarajan, who came to
limelight in India's his-
toric Test series win
Down Under in early 2021,
suffered a knee injury
and missed most part of
the year before making a

comeback in Sunrisers
Hyderabad's second
match of the IPL-15 here
on Monday. "Very happy
for him. We missed him
in the World Cup. He
would've been a certainty
had he been fit," Shastri
said in ESPNCricinfo's
'T20 Time:Out'. India had
made a heartbreaking
group stage exit in the
T20 World Cup in 2021.
"He got injured against
England when we were
playing the ODI series
and we really missed him

(in the World Cup). "He's
that specialist death
bowler, bowls those york-
ers very skilfully. He's got
great control. He is skid-
dy. A bit quicker than you
think and hits the bat,"
Shastri said. The 31-year-
old, who was bought back
by SRH for Rs 4 crore,
made a fine comeback
after 12 months, picking 2
for 26 from his full quota
of four overs, even as
they suffered their second
defeat on the trot with a
12-run loss.

Natarajan death over specialist, we
missed him in T20 World Cup: Shastri

Fit-again Rani returns, Savita
to lead India women vs

Netherlands in Pro League

Sen, Bansod enter second
round of Korea Open

Boxing: Sumit storms
into Thailand open

semifinals
In IPL, it is very important to handle

pressure as a bowler: Avesh

Maxwell will be available against MI on
April 9, says RCB head coach Hesson

Pujara to miss Sussex’s first
game due to visa issues

David wants to use Pollard’s
experiences to add to his game
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A farmer inspects his wheat field before harvesting, ahead of the upcoming festival of Vaisakhi, in Amritsar, Tuesday.

VAISAKHI PREPARATIONS

Devotees perform rituals on the banks of the Ganga river during the Nahay Khay of the Chaiti Chhath festival.

CHAITI CHHATH RITUALS
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New Delhi, Apr 05 (PTI):

Delhiites having an elec-
tric vehicle will now have
a reason to rejoice as from
June onwards they will be
able to charge their EVs
free of cost between 12
noon and 3 pm at over 40
public charging stations
across the national capital.

The move is aimed at
promoting the use of elec-
tric vehicles and also to in-
centivise EV charging at
public stations, authori-
ties said.

This initiative of free af-
ternoon charge to EV
users is being taken up by
an EV charging startup
ElectriVa, which has set
up over 40 public charging
stations in partnership
with the three civic bodies.

Authorities aware of the
initiative said that the free
charging will be provided
at around 35 charging sta-
tions operational along the

ring road at locations in-
cluding South Extension,
Bikaji Cama Place,
Defence Colony, Lajpat
Nagar, Mayur Vihar,
Netaji Subhash Place,
South Campus, Nelson
Mandela Road, Hauz Khas,
Green Park, Greater
Kailash, Punjabi Bagh,
Rohini, Saket, Shalimar
Bagh, Preet Vihar among
others.

Normally, rates for EV
charging during the morn-
ing and evening hours for
per unit charge is kept at
around Rs 10.

We will provide charg-
ing to all commercial and
non commercial EV users
for free between 12 noon
and 3 pm. By providing
free charging during after-
noon hours, we want to
bolster the EV ecosystem
in the national capital.
Presently it is important
to incentivise public
charging to make people
switch from fossil fuel to
electric vehicles, Sumit
Dhanuka, Founder,

ElectriVa told PTI. He said
that ElectriVa will set up a
charging station every
three kilometres in Delhi
and locations have already
been allotted by the three
civic bodies.

The penetration of elec-
tric vehicles in the auto-
mobile sector in Delhi has
grown in the last few
years. According to gov-
ernment data, around 10%
of the total vehicles pur-
chased in the city this year
(January-March) so far,
are electric vehicles.

As many as 10,707 elec-
tric vehicles were regis-
tered in 2022 so far be-
tween January and March
14 and out of this 5,888
were e-two wheelers (e-
bike and e-scooter), data
showed.

Dhanuka said that at the
national level, power grid
stability is a concern and
if all potential future EVs
were to charge at homes, it
can result in grid failure
during peak demand.

In advanced countries

like the UK and
Netherlands, having EV
penetration of 12 per cent
and 20 per cent respective-
ly, they have put special
impetus on strengthening
public charging infra-
structure.

“Public charging will
change the charging pat-
tern of EV users if proper-
ly incentivised. It should
be prioritised and this nar-
rative has to change with
speed in public charging
infrastructure work,” he
said.

He said that battery
swapping facilities will
also be provided at charg-
ing stations soon. He said
100 more charging stations
are being set up in Delhi in
partnership with govern-
ment agencies across the
city.

The Delhi government
is also encouraging people
to buy electric vehicles
and is providing a range of
subsidies on purchase of
commercial as well as pri-
vate EVs.

From June 1, Delhiites can
charge their EVs free of cost 
 In noon

Noida, Apr 05 (PTI):

The Greater Noida
Industrial Development
Authority (GNIDA) on
Tuesday approved a budg-
et of over Rs 5,100 crore for
2022-23, allocating Rs 2,000
crore from it for land ac-
quisition and Rs 1,400
crore for development
works in villages and resi-
dential sectors.

This is the biggest budg-
et for any fiscal year since
2017-18 for GNIDA, which
held its 126th Board meet-
ing on Tuesday, according
to officials. The Board of
GNIDA has approved the
budget of Rs 5,104 crore for
the financial year 2022-23.
It has been approved in the

board meeting held under
the chairmanship of
Industrial Development
Commissioner and Noida-
Greater Noida Authority
Chairman Sanjeev Mittal,
an official statement read.

This is the biggest budg-
et after the financial year
2017-18. In this budget,
maximum emphasis has
been given on land acqui-
sition, development of in-
frastructure and develop-
ment works of villages
and sectors, it added.

Officials said after deal-
ing with the COVID-19
pandemic crisis, Greater
Noida has once again
caught the pace of devel-
opment and a glimpse of
this will be visible in this

time’s budget as special
emphasis is being laid on
increasing the land bank.
After the meeting, GNIDA
CEO Narendra Bhooshan
said in the last few years,
the trend of industrial in-
vestors towards Greater
Noida has increased rapid-
ly. Many investors are ask-
ing for land for setting up
industries. The authority
is constantly trying to pro-
vide land to them. For this
reason, in the budget of
2022-23, more emphasis is
being given on land acqui-
sition, he said. For this, it
is planned to spend about
Rs 2,000 crore. Authority is
also focusing on increas-
ing capital and infrastruc-
ture this year.

GNIDA BUDGET

Rs 2,000 cr for land acquisition,
Rs 1,400 cr for development 

New Delhi, Apr 05 (PTI):

Not an inch of land has
been ceded since
Narendra Modi became
prime minister, Union
minister Kiren Rijiju said
in Lok Sabha on Tuesday,
hitting back at an opposi-
tion MP who accused the
government of giving
away Indian territory “bit
by bit to China”.

Intervening in the dis-
cussion in the lower house
on the situation in
Ukraine, Rijiju took strong
objection to the remarks
made by BSP MP from
Jaunpur Shyam Singh
Yadav. “Everyone knows
that our claimed territory
under the control of China
and Pakistan dates back to

earlier times. I don’t want
to take anyone’s name.
Since Narendra Modi has
become prime minister,
not an inch of land has
been ceded,” Rijiju said
after Yadav alleged that
Indian territory was being
given away “bit by bit to
China”. The minister said

Arunachal Pradesh,
which is a border state, is
also “100 per cent safe and
secure’’.

“I come from Arunachal
Pradesh. A TV channel did
mischief and, taking im-
ages from a foreign web-
site, said that China has
established a village in-
side Arunachal which is
false as that village had
been occupied by China in
1959,” Rijiju said.

One should not mislead
the country by making
such claims, he said.

Rijiju recalled that in
2013 when A K Antony was
the defence minister, he
had stated in the House
that India’s policy not to
build infrastructure in the
border areas was wrong.

‘Not an inch of land ceded
since Modi became PM’

Kiren Rijiju 

New Delhi, Apr 05 (PTI):

A team of ISRO scien-
tists are visiting
Chandrapur district in
Maharashtra to inspect
some objects, believed to be
remnants of a booster rock-
et, that streaked across the
night sky over parts of cen-
tral India last week. The
space agency decided to de-
pute a team of scientists for
“inspection and further sci-
entific inquiry” after the
district collector of
Chandrapur reached out to
ISRO to examine a metal
ring and a cylinder-like ob-
ject that were found in an
open field in Pawanpur vil-
lage. “As requested by the
district administration, a
team of scientists from
ISRO is visiting Pawanpur

for inspection and further
scientific inquiry,” the
space agency said in a
Facebook post. On April 2,
several social media users
posted videos and pictures
of unidentified burning ob-
jects falling from the sky in
north Maharashtra as well
as some districts of
Madhya Pradesh. Experts
speculated that they could
be either meteorites enter-
ing the Earth’s atmosphere
or the pieces of rocket
boosters which fall off after
a satellite launch. A local
government official in east-
ern Maharashtra’s
Chandrapur district said
an “aluminum and steel ob-
ject” reportedly fell at
Ladbori village in
Sindewahi tehsil around
7.45 pm.

ISRO scientists to inspect
objects that fell from sky

Pune, Apr 05 (PTI):

M a h a r a s h t r a
Navnirman Sena (MNS)
Pune city president Vasant
More on Tuesday said as a
party functionary he has
to endorse the stand of his
boss Raj Thackeray who
has demanded removal of
loudspeakers from
mosques, but as a people’s
representative he has to
take an inclusive approach
and it would be difficult for
him to implement the dik-
tat in his civic ward. More,
a former corporator whose
term ended a few weeks
ago, represented a ward
which has a sizeable
Muslim population.
Addressing a rally in
Mumbai last week, MNS
president Raj Thackeray

called for shutting down
high-decibel loudspeakers
atop mosques. Thackeray
had said if such a step was
not taken, loudspeakers
would be installed outside
mosques to play Hanuman
Chalisa at a higher vol-
ume. “As a city unit presi-
dent, I certainly have to ac-
cept the stand of party
chief Rajsaheb Thackeray,
but I think as a people’s

representative (corporator
), the issue (to implement
Thackeray’s diktat ) can be
inconvenient for me in my
ward. A people’s represen-
tative has to take an inclu-
sive approach,” said More.

The MNS leader said the
civic ward from where he
won last time has a size-
able Muslim population,
and over the years he has
done some good work for
people be it related to bur-
ial grounds for Muslims or
hospitals for local resi-
dents. More said someone
from a mosque in his own
ward called and expressed
concern over the issue and
asked whether he will in-
stall a loudspeaker (to play
Hanuman Chalisa) at a
time when the holy month
of Ramzan is going on.

‘Difficult to act on Raj Thackeray’s
directive on loudspeakers’

Vasant More

Kannur (Ker), Apr 05 (PTI): 

Offering a hands-on feel
of a picturesque Kerala
village, the Tourism
Department’s pavilion at
the Ente Keralam’ expo
that opened here as part of
the state government’s
first anniversary celebra-
tions has become an in-
stant hit. Chief Minister
Pinarayi Vijayan inaugu-
rated the government’s
first anniversary celebra-
tions on Sunday along
with the expo that high-
lights its initiatives over
the last one year and its vi-
sion of the journey ahead.
With its meticulous depic-
tion of an idyllic Kerala
village featuring backwa-
ters, paddy fields and farm-
steads, the Tourism
Pavilion takes forward the

theme of exploring the un-
explored destinations’,
seeking to extend the bene-
fits of tourism develop-
ment to the entire state in
an inclusive and responsi-
ble manner. Tourism
Minister P A Mohamed
Riyas said the Tourism
pavilion has been con-
ceived and created to con-
vey all the delightful expe-
riences that Kerala holds
for tourists, at a time when
the footfalls are steadily in-
creasing, with tourism ac-
tivities back in full swing
across the state. The show-
piece will be taken to all
the remaining districts to
encourage visitors to ex-
plore the unexplored spots
as every panchayat in the
state has some best-kept
surprise for tourists, he
said. Kerala Tourism

Director V R Krishna Teja
said the KT pavilion is set
up along the wide walkway
of the expo venue and it
has been drawing the at-
tention of the visitors in a
big way. We have recreated
a slice of the countryside
life at the expo, with a
touch of nostalgia. Apart
from depicting the rural
landscape and vibrant
lifestyle, the show also fea-
tures novel initiatives like
Caravan Tourism, he
added. At the outset, the
pavilion features the tradi-
tional gateway of a typical
Kerala house, known as
Padippura’. The visitors
are then taken to a lush
countryside and its vi-
brant life, an official state-
ment said. The view of the
paddy field with a hand-
crafted water wheel for ir-

rigation in its midst
throws light on the farm-
ing practices of the past.
The visitor is then greeted
by a thatched house with a
small well and chicken-
coop towards its side. In
the courtyard, one can see
all kinds of plants includ-
ing the ubiquitous coconut
tree and plantain, it said.

Behind the house, there
is a handloom set that sym-
bolizes the craft and tradi-
tional industries that flour-
ished in villages. The small
pond with ducks gliding in
it adds to the charm of the
setting. The scene is com-
plete with glittering ca-
parisons, various kinds of
handicrafts, theyyam per-
formers and kalarippayat-
tu practitioners, featuring
rich and diverse cultural
heritage of Kerala.

Tourism pavilion at Ente Keralam’ expo draws huge footfall

Bhubaneswar,Apr 05 (PTI):
The second wife of a

fake doctor in Odisha, who
married as many as 18
times, has been arrested
from Jharkhand for al-
legedly helping him in
duping other women, po-
lice said here on Tuesday.

Ramesh Chandra Swain,
the 66-year-old man from a
coastal village in Odisha’s
Kendrapara district, had
as many as 18 wives across
seven states over 38 years
and allegedly duped them
of lakhs of rupees by pos-
ing as a doctor.

The second wife, a med-
ical practitioner, was ar-
rested on Monday for al-
legedly helping Swain in
the fraud. She is being
brought to Odisha on
Tuesday on a transit re-

mand, a police officer said.
The woman was employed
at Jamnagar in Gujarat
and was absconding since
Swain’s arrest on
February 23 this year.

Earlier, the police had
arrested another woman
who claimed to be Swain’s
sister, on the charge of
helping him to get married
multiple times and duping
the women of money. The
police came to know about
his second wife’s involve-
ment during Swain’s inter-
rogation, police said. A fa-
ther of five children,
Swain had married his
first wife in 1982 and sec-
ond wife in 2002. Between
2002 and 2020, he befriend-
ed other women through
matrimonial websites and
married them. Police said

he used to target middle-
aged single women who
sought companionship on
matrimonial websites.
After getting married, he
used to leave them after
taking away their money.

According to police,
Swain posed as a doctor
posted as a deputy director
general under the
Ministry of Health and
Family Welfare.
Complaints were not
lodged due to the social
standing of his wives as
many of them were
lawyers, doctors, and
teachers, the police said.
mA case had been regis-
tered against Swain at the
Mahila police station here
under various sections of
the Indian Penal Code
(IPC).

Fake doc’s 2nd wife held for
helping dupe other spouses

Hyderabad, Apr 05 (PTI): 

A woman tied up her 16-
year old son to a pole and
rubbed chilli powder in his
eyes near their house in
Suryapet district of
Telangana as a “punish-
ment” over his habit of van-
ishing from home for sever-
al days and for reportedly
getting addicted to ganja,
police said on Tuesday. The
incident happened in
Kodad town on Monday and
a video of the same has
gone viral on social media
showing the woman smear-
ing her son’s face with chilli
powder while another
woman holds the boy’s
hands when he tries to re-
sist the attempts and later
the boy is seen screaming
in pain. The woman finally
untied her son after he

promised that he would
give up on his “addiction”.
The incident triggered a de-
bate on social media plat-
forms with netizens de-
scribing it as the “best
Indian treatment for ganja
addicts” and appreciating
the woman while others
said putting chilli in the
eyes will not solve the issue
and it won’t work and
termed the “treatment as
equally dangerous”. A po-
lice official told PTI over
phone that the teenaged
boy, a school dropout, who
had left home returned to
their house on Monday
after a week and that he had
a habit of regularly leaving
home for several days and
his mother also suspected
he had been taking some
drugs and angered over it
she “punished” him.

Woman ties ‘ganja addict’ son to
pole, rubs chilli powder in eyes


