
New Delhi, Apr 01 (PTI): 

Even though some
states have decided to
stop penalising people

for not wearing masks as
COVID-19 cases continue to
drop, healthcare experts are
of the opinon that it is too
early to completely do away
with the restriction.

They have advised people
to voluntarily mask up in
order to also stay protected
from infections such as in-
fluenza and swine-flu, apart
from coronavirus. The

Maharashtra and Delhi gov-
ernments recently decided
to ease the restriction on the
compulsory wearing of face
masks in public, a norm
that was in place for two
years and its violation at-
tracted a fine of Rs 2,000.

Reacting to the develop-
ment, renowned virologist
T Jacob John said since the
pandemic is "over" in India,
the use of mask is no longer
needed to reduce the SARS-
CoV-2 transmission. The
mask mandate has lived its
time and there is no longer

justification for its continu-
ation as "mandate".

But it is a good idea to
promote the voluntary
wearing of masks in public
places to reduce inhalation
of dust and other respirato-
ry transmitted agents, in-
cluding TB bacilli, flu virus,
other respiratory viruses
like syncytial virus, aden-
ovirus, common cold virus-
es etc, he said. "It is a habit
that will reduce diseases.
Currently, we see kidney
transplant patients wearing
masks; everyone will bene-

fit -- in buses, trains, aero-
planes etc," John, the for-
mer director of the Indian
Council for Medical
Research's Centre of
Advanced Research in
Virology, told PTI.

"My personal opinion is
that there ought to be active
promotion of mask-wearing
in all hospital premises, in
outpatient clinics and all
queues and waiting areas.
There I am not averse to
even a mandate. For staff
and patients, relatives, visi-
tors etc," John added.

Hike
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: CNG price in
the national capital on
Friday was hiked by 80
paise per kg on the back
of the government raising
input natural gas prices
to record levels. CNG
price in the National
Capital Territory (NCT) of
Delhi has been increased
to Rs 60.81 per kg from
Rs 60.01, according to
information posted on the
website of Indraprastha
Gas Ltd (IGL) -- the firm
which retails CNG and
piped cooking gas in the
national capital. 

Bribe
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: The CBI has
arrested an assistant divi-
sional engineer of Central
Railway for allegedly
receiving a Rs 1.80 lakh
bribe for clearing a con-
tractor's Rs 89.55 bills,
officials said on Friday.
The probe agency has
registered a case against
A B Chaturvedi, Assistant
Divisional Engineer
(South), Central Railway,
posted in Nagpur on a
complaint that he alleged-
ly demanded a bribe of
two per cent of the total
pending bill amount of Rs
89.55 lakh, they said.

Arrested 
SSrriinnaaggaarr:: Three militant
associates belonging to
Jaish-e-Mohammad (JeM)
were arrested from
Pulwama district of Jammu
and Kashmir on Friday, offi-
cials said. A police
spokesman identified the
arrested men as Owais
Altaf, a resident of Jandwal,
Aqib Manzoor, a resident of
Gudoora, and Waseem
Ahmad Pandit, a resident of
Karimabad areas of
Pulwama in south Kashmir.

Explosion
GGuurruuggrraamm:: A 45-year-old
mechanic died on Friday
after an air-conditioner
compressor exploded, caus-
ing a fire at his residence
here, police said. The fire
broke out around 8.30 am
at the residence of Sanjay
Kumar, an AC-refrigerator
mechanic, in Manohar
Nagar near Pataudi Chowk
here, they said. 
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Miss Universe 2021 Harnaaz
Kaur Sandhu offers prayers

at the Golden temple, in
Amritsar, Friday.

New Delhi, Apr 01 (PTI): 

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Friday
asked students to not get
stressed as they have suc-
cessfully overcome exams
earlier as well, and also
urged parents and teach-
ers to not force their unful-
filled dreams and aspira-
tions upon children.

Interacting with stu-
dents appearing for board
examinations in the fifth
edition of 'Pariksha Pe
Charcha', Modi said tech-
nology is not a bane and
should be used effectively
as he took questions from
them as well as teachers
on several issues.

Students can use 'online'

medium to gain knowl-
edge and execute it offline,
he added. He advised stu-
dents to celebrate exams
as festivals and without
any stress. "You are not
giving exams for the first

time. In a way, you are
exam-proof. Thus, do not
be stressed. Remember
that you have successfully
overcome exams before,"
he said.

This is my favourite pro-
gramme but due to Covid I
couldn't meet you. This

gives me special happiness
as I am meeting you after a
long time, PM Modi told
the audience at the
Talkatora Stadium here
drawing a loud round of
applause. To a question, he
also noted that the
National Education Policy

announced by his govern-
ment has been whole-
heartedly welcomed by
every section of the coun-
try, and said consultative
process for it was exhaus-
tive. Outdated ideas and
policies from the 20th cen-
tury can't guide India's de-
velopment trajectory in
the 21st century, he said,
adding that change has to
come with times.

Kenny Patel from
Gujarat's Vadodara asked
how can one complete syl-
labus along with proper re-
vision and also get proper
sleep. Why are you scared?
It's not the first time you
are taking exams. Now
you are reaching the last
mile.

Raigarh, Apr 01: 

A woman corporator al-
legedly committed suicide
in  Raigarh district after ac-
cusing a local journalist of
spreading misinformation
about her, police said on
Friday.

The journalist, identified
as Amit Pandey, has been
arrested on the charge of
abetment of suicide, they
said.

Sanjana Sharma (40), a
corporator of the ruling
Congress in the Raigarh

municipal corporation, al-
legedly consumed a poison-
ous substance on the inter-
vening night of Wednesday

and Thursday, said
Abhinav Kant Singh,
Station House Officer
(SHO) of Chakradharnagar

police station. She died dur-
ing treatment at a hospital
on Thursday afternoon, he
added. A handwritten com-
plaint addressed to the
Chakradharnagar SHO
was recovered from
Sharma's room which stat-
ed that the corporator was
disturbed over `false' news
reports published against
her by Pandey, the officer
said. She also accused
Pandey. who works for a
news portal, of spreading
misinformation against her
on a social media platform,
and said if anything hap-
pened to her, the journalist
should be held responsible,
the SHO said.

Akola, Apr 01: 

Two teenage girls al-
legedly committed suicide
by jumping off a train in
Maharashtra's Akola dis-
trict, police said on Friday.

The incident took place
at around 9:30pm on
Wednesday at Manarkhed
railway post under Ural
police station limits, an of-
ficial said. " Baby Rajput
and Pooja Giri, both 19 and
residents of Janjgir
Champa district in neigh-
bouring Chhattisgarh,
jumped off the Mumbai-
Kolkata train. They were
studying in an ITI in that
state and were wearing its
uniform at the time of
death," he said. "The two

girls, who are cousins, had
left their homes in Champa
area in Chhattisgarh four
days ago and a missing
complaint had been filed
there.

New Delhi, Apr 01 (PTI): 

The Income Tax depart-
ment has notified forms
for filing I-T returns for
2021-22 fiscal, which also
seek details of income
from overseas retirement
benefit accounts from tax-
payers.

The Income Tax returns
forms 1-5 have been noti-
fied by the Central Board
of Direct Taxes (CBDT).

ITR Form 1 (Sahaj) and
ITR Form 4 (Sugam) are

simpler forms that cater to
a large number of small
and medium taxpayers.

Sahaj can be filed by an
individual having income
up to Rs 50 lakh and who
receives income from
salary, one house property
and other sources (inter-
est, etc). ITR-4 can be filed
by individuals, HUFs and
firms with total income up
to Rs 50 lakh and having
income from business and
profession. ITR-3 is filed
by people having income
as profits from business/
profession, while ITR-5 is
filed by LLPs. While the
ITR-1 form has been kept
broadly the same as last
year, the new addition to

the form was the inclusion
of income from a retire-
ment benefit account
maintained in a foreign
country for the calculation
of net salary. It also seeks
details on whether or not
the said retirement benefit
account was maintained
in a notified country
under section 89A of the I-
T Act. Taxpayers can also
claim relief from taxation
under section 89A on this
income. This will pave the
way for the government
technology team to devel-
op Excel utility well in
time, helping the taxpay-
ers for early filings, AMRG
& Associates Senior
Partner Rajat Mohan said.

New Delhi, Apr 01 (PTI): 

The government has not
received any proposal after
June 2019 to increase the
number of judges of the
Supreme Court, Lok Sabha
was informed on Friday.

Responding to a question
on the sanctioned strength
of the apex court, Law
Minister Kiren Rijiju said
at present it stands at 34 (in-
cluding the chief justice of
India). The working
strength of the top court is
32, leaving two vacancies to
be filled. He explained that
The Supreme Court

(Number of Judges) Act
1956, as originally enacted,
provided for the maximum
number of judges (exclud-
ing the chief justice of
India) to be 10.

This number was in-
creased to 13 by the
Supreme Court (Number of
Judges), Amendment Act,
1960, and to 17 by another
amendment to the law. The
Supreme Court (Number of
Judges) Amendment Act,
1986 augmented the
strength of the Supreme
Court judges from 17 to 25,
excluding the CJI.

Subsequently, a fresh

amendment in 2009 further
augmented the strength of
top court judges from 25 to
30.

"The Chief Justice of
India vide letter dated June
21, 2019 requested the gov-
ernment to consider aug-
menting the judge-strength
in the Supreme Court ap-
propriately. Though there
has been no criteria for fix-
ing the judge strength of
the Supreme Court, in view
of the number of cases
pending disposal, an in-
crease in the judge strength
was considered by govern-
ment.

Bengaluru, Apr 01 (PTI) 

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah on Friday expressed
strong confidence that solu-
tions to all problems in the
world are hidden in the Vedas
and Upanishads, and safe-
guarding and promoting them
is like working for the welfare
of the world and its peace.
He was speaking at the
ground-breaking ceremony
for construction of a 400-bed
hospital at Sathya Sai Grama
in Muddehahalli near here.
".....we should not just pre-

serve our traditions because
it is ours. I have strong faith
that solutions to all problems
of the world are hidden in
Vedas and Upanishads. If we
follow it, keep it safe and
promote it, it will be like
working for world peace and
welfare of the world," Shah
said.
He said Indian music and
dance are composed in such
a way that they are not just
for giving joy to one's mind,
it is for giving lasting peace
to the mind and bringing it to
a steady state.

ED notice to 
BSE-listed company
New Delhi, Apr 01 (PTI) 
A show-cause notice of Rs 7,272
crore for an alleged contraven-
tion of the provisions of the
FEMA has been issued against a
BSE-listed company, Transcorp
International Limited, and its
promoters, the ED said on
Friday.
The agency, in a statement, said
the company and its board of
directors made "serious lapses"
as regards mandatory require-
ments in accordance with extant
RBI master directions and
instructions on know-your-cus-
tomer (KYC) norms, anti-money
laundering (AML) standards.

PARIKSHA PE CHARCHA

Celebrate exams as festivals: PM
Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Friday urged society to treat sons
and daughters without any differentiation and give them an equal
opportunity, asserting that if a society slips in recognising girls' abil-
ities then it can never progress. Modi made these remarks while
answering a question in an interaction with students during "Pariksha
Pe Charcha", and noted that things have now changed from a time
when discrimination between boys and girls was perceptible. Girls
are estimated to outnumber boys among new students, he said,
adding that every Indian can now be proud of the spirit and aspira-
tions of girls. "Now, girls have become a big asset and strength for
every family. The more this change occurs, the better it is," he said.

‘If society fails to recognise girls, it can never progress’
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Two teen girls from
Chh’garh end lives
By jumping off train

The incident took place at
around 9:30pm on Wednesday
at Manarkhed railway post
under Ural police station lim-
its.  Baby Rajput and Pooja
Giri, both 19 and residents of
Janjgir Champa district ,
jumped off the Mumbai-
Kolkata train. They were
studying in an ITI in that state
and were wearing its uniform
at the time of death. The two
girls, who are cousins, had
left their homes in Champa
area in Chhattisgarh four days
ago and a missing complaint
had been filed there.

About the incident

Govt notifies ITR forms for 2021-22
Seeks details of
income from 
overseas retirement
benefit a/c

Woman corporator commits suicide
Journalist held for
‘abetment’ Sanjana Sharma (40), a corporator of the ruling Congress in the

Raigarh municipal corporation, allegedly consumed a poisonous
substance on the intervening night of Wednesday and
Thursday. She died during treatment at a hospital on Thursday
afternoon. The journalist, identified as Amit Pandey, has been
arrested on the charge of abetment of suicide. A handwritten
complaint addressed to the Chakradharnagar SHO was recov-
ered from Sharma's room which stated that the corporator was
disturbed over `false' news reports published against her by
Pandey. She also accused Pandey. who works for a news portal,
of spreading misinformation against her on a social media plat-
form, and said if anything happened to her, the journalist
should be held responsible.

About the suicide 
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‘No fresh proposal received to
increase number of SC judges’

‘Solutions to all problems 
hidden in Vedas, Upanishads’
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Bhilai, Apr 01: On Friday,
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel announced that a
state-level award will be
named after Bahadur
Kalarin. He added that this
honor would be given dur-
ing the state foundation day
ceremony organized on
November 1 every year.

He asked the office bear-
ers of the Dadsena Kalar
Samaj to make a detailed
proposal in this regard.
Chief Minister was ad-
dressing a gathering organ-
ised by Dadsena Kalar
Samaj at village Kesra of
Patan Block. On this occa-
sion, on the request of the
Samaj, the Chief Minister
announced to provide Rs 25
lakh for community build-
ing in Kesara.

Along with this, the

Chief Minister also an-
nounced to provide Rs 20
lakh for the Bahadur
Kalarin Mahavidyalaya es-
tablished by the society.
Chief Minister said that
the Godhan Nyay Yojana
and Gauthan model of

Chhattisgarh government
are being adopted in the en-
tire country. Jharkhand
has accepted it in the same
format. Delegations are vis-
iting Chhattisgarh from all
over the country to see the
Gauthans.

It has been established as
a strong model of rural de-
velopment. Chief Minister
further said that Gauthan
is being established as a
rural livelihood centre.
Arrangements are being
made in C-mart for the sale

of the products manufac-
tured in gauthans. The
Chief Minister said that
their main emphasis is on
value addition. When the
people process the forest
produce and sell it as a
brand, then only they will

be able to get a good in-
come. He also gave the ex-
ample of Tikhur of
Kondagaon.

Earlier, Tikhoor was
used during fast in
Chhattisgarh, now it has
been recognized across the

country. Chhattisgarh's for-
est produce has amazing
taste and nutritious proper-
ties. "We have added value
to them and now huge prof-
it potential has been creat-
ed for the forest produce
collectors", he added.

On this occasion, the
Chief Minister said that
women in baadi of
Borenda have earned an in-
come of Rs 12 lakh. Narva
Garva Ghurva Bari
Scheme is ensuring rapid
economic development in
rural areas. Praising the
Sinha community, the
Chief Minister said that
the Samaj has done impor-
tant work to take forward
its people with its solidari-
ty. Balod MLA Sangeeta
Sinha also addressed the
gathering.

She said that people have
got opportunities of eco-
nomic income on a large
scale through schemes like
the Chief Minister's
Godhan Nyay Yojana.
Union President Deepak
Sinha and Risali Mayor
Shashi Sinha also ad-
dressed the gathering.

JNV students watch live telecast of PM’s Pariksha Pe Charcha
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Apr 01:
Examination was an alias
of stress and anxiety but
the Prime minister turned
it into a festival or a happy
event by conducting
'Pariksha Pe Charcha' edi-
tions. On Friday, the staff
and students of Jawahar
Navodaya Vidyalaya (JNV,
Durg became the witness
of one of the most awaited
events in examinations.

Jawahar Navodaya
Vidyalaya Principals were
appointed as Nodal officers
for PPC 22 for their respec-
tive districts across the

country. School level pro-
grams like interviews of
students, talk shows, skits
and role plays were held in
Vidyalaya.

Venue Principal and
Vice Principal shared their
views about the role of
PPC 22. In this series,
celebrities, academicians,
and administration offi-
cials were invited to share
their views to reduce exam
stress.

The Venue Principal D
Sriniwas Rao welcomed Dr
Bhupendra Kuldeep
(Registrar of Hemchand
Yadav University, Durg)
who was the chief guest for

the venue programme on
Friday at JNV, Durg. A
group of students greeted
the guest with melodious
song 

Dr Bhupendra Kuldeep
is the controller and head
of examination in the
Hemchand Yadav
University, Durg. He is the
Navodaya alumni and stu-
dent of the launching
batch of JNV Raipur. He is
a polyglot and well
renowned writer. He wrote
on exam phobia, stress
management and motiva-
tion. He has been perform-
ing the duty as the
Controller of Examination

since 2016.
Dr Bhupendra Kuldeep

shared his personal experi-
ence of learning at
Navodaya Vidyalaya which
gave him motivations for
his successful life. He
shared his views on exam
phobia to reduce the stress.
He discussed how to man-
age pre-exam phobia, post
exam phobia, pre-result
phobia and post result pho-
bia. He also shared some
tips to be calm in academic
exams as well as in the
zigzag of life. He focused
on the importance of
human life . Ups and
downs of life can be man-

aged with the help of moti-
vation and positive think-
ing. He added that be opti-
mistic and don't be afraid
of struggle because the
struggles are the boost of
soar high and high. He
gave a mantra that do the
work silently and let the
success roar. He concluded
his motivational and inspi-
rational speech by saying
thanks to Navodaya
Vidyalaya Samiti's contri-
bution in his life.

Venue Vice-Principal Dr
Sanjay Sinha motivated
the students for the forth-
coming examinations and
showed his gratitude to the

Chief Guest for attending
the program.

The main programme
was on air from Talkatora
Stadium Delhi. The special
arrangements were made
in the School MP Hall for
viewing the live telecast.
All Staff members and stu-
dents turned attentive for
the said program. They
saw the Prime Minister's
visit in The Art Gallery,
which was prepared by stu-
dents of KVS, NVS, Public
Schools and States Schools.

Dharmendra Pradhan,
Minister of Education,
hailed the Prime Minister
as the host of PPC 2022.

Prime Minister started
addressing the students
and parents with his most
known confidence and en-
ergy. His gestures and body
language are a remedy for
exam stress.

JNV students enjoyed
the event and stayed tuned
with the programme and
the guidance of the Prime
minister. They listened to
all the exam aspirants like
Shri Dhar from Railway
school Bilaspur, Kethy
from Delhi, Khushi from
Gujarat and Tarun, a stu-
dent from Jawahar
Navodaya Vidyalaya DGM
Halli etc. They raised their

doubts and exam phobia in
front of the Prime
Minister. He answered
them with his unique style
that soothed the aspirants.
He touched  all the aspects
of exams, stress, phobia,
anxiety, and career. The
PM highlighted the Role of
Teachers and Parents for
academic excellence and
grooming of the students
respectively. The pro-
gramme ended at 1:24pm
and all the students and
teachers moved to their re-
spective duties with zeal,
enthusiasm and positive
approach for forthcoming
examinations.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Apr 01:
Surmounting several chal-
lenges during the year,
SAIL-Bhilai Steel Plant
concluded the financial
year 2021-22 breaking sev-
eral records. The spirited
Bhilai Collective put up a
sterling performance as a
result of which the Plant
could record best ever
overall performance dur-
ing the year.

Record-breaking per-
formances include best
ever finished steel produc-
tion of 3.784 million
tonnes (MT), surpassing
the previous best of 3.604
MT achieved in the year
2008-09 and best ever
Saleable Steel production
of 4.666 MT, surpassing
previous best of 4.565 MT
achieved in the year 2010-
11.

Best ever loading of
4.706 MT of Saleable Steel
was recorded by the Plant,
surpassing previous best
of 4.541 MT in the year
2010-11. The Plant record-
ed best ever total loading

of 26.40 lakh T for direct
despatches, surpassing
previous best of 22.72 lakh
T in the year 2019-20.

Thrust on ramping-up
production from MODEX
units yielded positive re-
sults including best ever
production of 7.18 lakh T
recorded by at BRM, sur-
passing the previous best
of 3.84 lakh T achieved in
the year 2020-21. Best ever
production of 2.474 MT of
Hot Metal was recorded by
Blast Furnace-8, surpass-
ing the previous best of
2.454 MT achieved in the
year 2020-21.

Modex unit Steel
Melting Shop-3 (SMS 3)
recorded best-ever produc-
tion of 2.726 MT of Cast
Steel, surpassing the pre-
vious best of 2.212 MT
achieved in the year 2020-
21. SMS 3 also recorded
highest ever production of
1.672 MT of billets, sur-
passing the previous best
of 1.314 MT achieved in
the year 2020-21, and high-
est ever production of
1.053 MT of Blooms, sur-
passing the previous best
of 8.97 lakh T achieved in
the year 2020-21. RMP 3,
another Modex unit too

has recorded its best ever
production of 4.05 lakh T,
surpassing previous best
of 3.02 lakh tonnes in 2020-
21. Universal Rail Mill that
has been consistently per-
forming well during the
year too has recorded sev-
eral firsts including
achieving rated capacity
on March 16, 2022.

Among other records
breaking performances
are Ore Handling Plant
recording best ever un-
loading of 19.96 Million
Tonnes (MT) of material
as against previous best of
17.99 MT in 2019-20.
Bhilai's sinter plants
recorded best-ever produc-
tion of 7.893 MT of sinter,
surpassing previous best
of 7.833 MT in FY 2010-11.
Production of 1.26 lakh T
of boiler quality plates in
Plate Mill has been the
highest ever as against
previous best of 1.10 lakh
T in 2017-18. The Plant's
Dalli Mechanised Mines
achieved highest ore exca-
vation of 4.245 MT in 2021-
22 as against previous best
of 4.216 MT in 2008-09.

1989 batch alumni of
SSS-X donates Smart Class

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Apr 01:
Inauguration of Smart
Class donated by the alum-
ni batch of 1989 was accom-
plished by the hands of AK
Varma (Ex Principal - SSS-
X & DGM -Education, BSP)
recently at Geography Lab
of SSS-X. Sumita Sarkar
(Principal-SSS-X), senior
teaching staff, teachers,
Students, alumni of the
school and batch mates of
1989 batch were present at
the function.

Wilson Mammen,
President of Alumni
Association and also from
the batch of 1989, welcomed
the chief guest and all the
people present for the func-
tion. He explained how the
concept of Smart Class
started and explained the
transformation from
"Chalk" to "Chalk-less"
technology took place.
Advantages of smart class

were spelled out by him
and explained how the
smart class will be the
game changer for teaching
methodology in SSS-X.

Rajesh Saxena of the
Batch of 1989 and senior
teacher Mr Sahu explained
the working of the Smart
Class. Sumita Sarkar
(Principal-SSS-X), in her
address gave the assurance
to corporate with the new
teaching technology and to
give full support to the
teaching staff of SSS-X.

Chief Guest AK Varma
said the new smart class
will revolutionise the

teaching methodology and
the role of teachers will
play a crucial role in the
success of the new smart
class. A memento was pre-
sented to the chief guest
from Alumni Association
of SSS-X.

Juhi Shukla (Alumni of
Batch of 1989) came all the
way from Singapore for
this event, explained how
smart class can be used to
impart education from the
top faculties and students
from various top universi-
ties of the world. The event
ended with the vote of
thanks by Rajesh Saxena.

Major fire breaks out at soap factory

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Apr 01: A major
fire broke out at a chemi-
cal factory late evening
on Thursday. Fire fight-
ing continued for about
17 hours at the mishap
site.

More than four dozen
fire fighters and six fire
tenders conducted the
fire fighting operations
and managed to douse
the flames and cool down

the entire area. Causes of
the fire are being investi-
gated.

According to informa-
tion, the mishap occurred
at Suri Udyog, a soap
manufacturing unit, lo-
cated in the Industrial
Area of Khursipar Police
Station limits. Fire was
first reported around
21:30 hrs on Thursday.

Huge quantity of raw
material, packaging ma-
terial, etc placed in the

factory caught fire due to
unknown reasons.

On information, five
fire tenders of District
Administration and one
fire tender from BSP's
Fire Brigade reached the
spot and launched the fire
fighting operations. Huge
flames were emerging
from the factory as the
chemicals and packaging
material added fuel to it.

The fire tenders made
several rounds to douse

the flames, which dam-
aged a 20 feet high struc-
ture of the factory. After
about 12 hours, the fire
fighters managed to
douse the flames.
However, they continued
to spray water till 14:00
hrs to cool down the en-
tire mishap site.

The mishap occurred at
a very sensitive spot as an
Oxygen factory is located
adjacent to it. A tank full
of inflammable chemi-

cals was also placed near-
by. The first priority of
the fire fighters was to
prevent the fire from
reaching the oxygen plant
and the chemical tank.
They succeeded in this
primary task very soon.

With sustained efforts
they managed to douse
the flames completely. As
a precautionary measure,
a Fire Tender has been
positioned at the mishap
site for the next 24 hours.

Best ever finished steel, saleable
steel production recorded

BSP concludes 2021-22 with record breaking performances
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Apr 01:
Considering the applica-
tion submitted by senior
corporator Bashisth
Narayan Mishra, the
District Collector has in-
structed the Bhilai Steel
Plant management to con-
tinue conducting the Class
-1 at English Medium
Middle School, Sector 2. It
needs to be mentioned
here that the Education
Department of Bhilai
Steel Plant had decided to
discontinue the classes of
Class -1 from the new aca-
demic session.

Senior Corporator
Bashisth Narayan Mishra
(Ward 54, BMC) had raised
strong objections against
the BSP's move of gradual-
ly closing down the educa-
tional institutions.
Raising the public con-
cern, he wrote a letter to
the District Collector re-
questing him to take ap-
propriate action. Mishra
added that BSP is gradual-
ly closing down all the
schools run by its
Education Department.
Taking the matter into se-
rious cognizance, District

Collector Dr Sarveshwar
Narendra Bhure has sent
a letter to the Director I/c
of Bhilai Steel Plant with
instructions of continuing
the conduct of Class -1 at
EMMS-2. The Collector
mentioned that many fam-
ilies are facing financial
strains due to the Covid
Pandemic in the last two
years. Many families are
unable to get their chil-
dren admitted to private
schools. Most of the fami-
lies residing in Bhilai
Township are associated
with Bhilai Steel Plant in

some or the other way. The
gradual shut down of BSP
schools will directly affect
such families. Considering
the situation he instructed
the BSP to continue the op-
erations of this school.

Talking to Central
Chronicle, Corporator
Bashisth Narayan Mishra
said that for improving the
education facilities, the
state government has
opened 16 Swami
Atmanand English
Schools in the district. On
the other hand, the Bhilai
Steel Plant has closed its

68 schools till the last aca-
demic session. Now, it is
planning to gradually
close down the EMMS-2.
Mishra alleged that the
BSP is doing a formality
under its CSR activities by
running some schools for
underprivileged children.
BSP's education system
has produced top bureau-
crats, doctors, engineers
and experts of various
fields who are working at
top positions across the
globe. In such a situation,
closure of BSP schools is
very unfortunate.

Collector instructs to continue
Class -1 at EMMS-II

State level award to be named after Bahadur Kalarin: CM
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Raipur, Apr 01: Chief
Minister Mr. Bhupesh
Baghel has extended
warm greetings and best
wishes to the people of the
state on the occasion of
Nav Samvatsar, Chaitra
Navratri, Gudi Padwa and
Chetri Chandra.

He has wished happi-
ness, prosperity and safety
to all the citizens on this
occasion.

The Chief Minister has
said that Hindu New Year,
Nav Samvatsar and
Chaitra Navratri are com-
mencing from April 2.
Besides, on this day the
Gudi Padwa and Chetri

Chandra festivals will also
be celebrated. The Chaitra
Navratri is the festival of
worship of Goddess
Shakti, which is celebrat-
ed with festive fervor, de-
votion and gaiety in
Chhattisgarh. Maa
Sheetla, Danteshwari,
Mahamaya, Bamleshwari,
Kankali, Ganga Maiya,
Bilaimata, Chandrahasini
Devi are few forms of
Mata Bhagwati in
Chhattisgarh. On the aus-
picious occasion, he has
prayed that may Mata
Bhagwati shower her
blessings on all people of
state and state should
move ahead on the path of
continuous development.

CM greets people on Nav
Samvatsar, Chaitra Navratri, Gudi

Padwa and Chetri Chandra

Raipur, Apr 01: Claiming
that the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) would register
victory in the Khairagarh
Legislative Assembly by-
elections with big margin,
the National Vice
President and former
Chief Minister Dr Raman
Singh on Friday said that
the development of
Khairagarh has taken
place in 15 years rule of
BJP whereas no works
have been undertaken dur-
ing the last three years of
Congress regime.

Dr Singh made the
above statement while ad-
dressing press conference
held at BJP office situated
at Ekatma Parishar. He
said that Congress leaders
make statements of com-
pleting the poll promises
within 2 hours whereas in
reality no steps have been
taken by the Congress gov-
ernment to provide unem-
ployment allowance to
youth even after 29 thou-
sand hours after forma-
tion of Baghel govern-

ment. He further claimed
that as per the declara-
tions made by the
Congress, the amount of
Rs 97 thousand is out-
standing on part of gov-
ernment for the unem-
ployed youths in
Chhattisgarh. He further
stated that more than
three years have passed
but the state government
has failed to impose liquor
prohibition as promised in
the election manifesto. He
said that Congress should

reply to these questions
raised by public. On an-
nouncement of Chief
Minister to make
Khiragarh District, the
former Chief Minister
stated that all these at-
tempts are being made to
woo the voters whereas
election manifesto is never
declared for by-elections.
He said that former MLA
Devvrat Singh had been
raising the issues which
the Congress has included
in the election manifesto
but never any actions were
taken on the demands
made by the late MLA
from Khairagarh.

Dr Singh also claimed
that the BJP would win
the election with huge
margin as the party nomi-
nee is popular face where-
as the Congress candidate
is new to the region.

Khiragarh development during BJP regime only: Dr Raman
Youth still waiting
for Unemployment
Allowance as
promised by
Congress in 
election manifesto

RMC Mayor, Speaker visit Ward-56

Raipur, Apr 01: Raipur
Municipal Corporation
(RMC) Mayor Aijaz
Dhebar and Speaker
Pramod Dubey today vis-
ited Lt Arvind Dixit Ward
(No 56) to monitor cleanli-
ness works in the area.
Ward Corporator
Akashdeep Sharma,
Additional Commissioner
Abhishek Agrawal, Zone-

10 Commissioner Dinesh
Kosaria and other con-
cerned zone officers were
present during inspec-
tion.

The Mayor and Speaker
instructed the officials to
undertake cleanliness of
drains passing near Canal
Linking Road. The Mayor
and Speaker also inspect-
ed anganwadi centres and
community buildings in
New Bharat Nagar,
Gurmukh Singh Nagar,
Krishna Nagar and
Adarsh Nagar slum areas.

Instruct for cleanli-
ness of drains near
Canal Linking Road

Raipur, Apr 01: Chief
Minister Mr. Bhupesh
Baghel on Friday unveiled
the statue of freedom fight-
er and popular mass leader
Late Shri Bisahu Das
Mahant in Sakti municipal-
ity of Janjgir-Champa dis-
trict. Unveiling the statue
on the occasion of 98th
birth anniversary of Late
Shri Bisahu Das Mahant,
Mr. Bhupesh Baghel said
that he was a popular mass
leader who served as cabi-
net minister of Madhya
Pradesh for four times and
president of the State
Congress Committee. The
people of the state will al-
ways remember his incom-
parable contributions and
work. Hailing from a farm-
ers’ family, Late Shri Bisahu

Das Mahant worked for the
development of agriculture,
irrigation and roads. He not
only understood the impor-
tance of irrigation and
roads, but also took a far-
sighted decision to embody
his vision. Late Shri Bisahu
Das Mahant dreamed of

construction of Bango Dam
to collect the unfathomable
water of the Hasdeo River,
which was later turned into
reality. He also dreamed of a
separate Chhattisgarh state.
Late Bisahu Das ji, believed
in ‘simple living and high
thinking’. His exemplary

leadership skill is an ideal
for all.

Speaker of Chhattisgarh
Legislative Assembly Dr.
Charan Das Mahant,
Revenue Minister Mr. Jai
Singh Agrawal, Korba MP
Mr. Jyotsna Mahant,
Chairman of Service
Commission Mahant
Ramsunder Das, Chairman
of Raipur Development
Authority Mr. Subhash
Dhuppad, MLA Mr.
Ramkumar Yadav and other
people’s representatives
along with Mr. Rajesh
Mahant, Mr. Suraj Mahant,
Mr. Srijan Mahant, Mr.
Murari Lal Tiwari, Mr.
Raghuraj Pandey and dis-
trict administration offi-
cials were present on the oc-
casion.

Baghel unveils statue of freedom fighter
and mass leader Late Bisahu Das Mahant ji
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Raipur, Apr 01: Chief
Minister Mr. Bhupesh
Baghel paid floral tributes
to the founder of folk art
‘Nacha’ late Dau Dular
Singh Mandraji and free-
dom fighter late Shri
Bisahu Das Mahant, on
their birth anniversary
today, at his residence.
Recalling the invaluable
contribution of Dau ji in
preserving the
Chhattisgarhi folk art,
Chief Minister Mr.
Baghel said that Dau
Mandraji devoted his en-
tire life to revive and pre-
serve ‘Nacha’. He made

dance a medium to raise
public awareness about
social evils. Mr. Baghel
said that Dau ji played an
important role in bring-
ing together the folk
artists and in establishing
Chhattisgarhi folk dance

‘gammat’ on global plat-
form. State Government
bestows Dau Dular Singh
Mandraji Award to honor
such a true seekers of art.
Chief Minister Mr.
Baghel remembered the
freedom fighter and popu-

lar politician Late Shri
Bisahu Das Mahant, say-
ing that his entire life was
dedicated to serving hu-
manity. Mr. Mahant ren-
dered his invaluable serv-
ices for the development
of the state as MLA and
minister in undivided
Madhya Pradesh. Hasdeo
Bango Irrigation Project
was his dream that came
true. He conducted vari-
ous development works
related to agriculture, ir-
rigation and roads in the
area for the betterment of
the people. Chief Minister
Mr. Baghel said that in-
spired by the ideals of
Late Shri Bisahu Das
Mahant, State
Government is committed
to the development of
Nava Chhattisgarh.

CM’s tribute to founder of ‘Nacha’ Dau Dular Singh Mandraji
and freedom fighter-politician Bisahu Das Mahant 

On their birth
anniversary
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Raipur, Apr 01: Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
while interacting virtual-
ly with the students in
“Pariksha Pe Charcha
2022” program on Friday
said that there is no need
to be afraid of exams.
According to Prime
Minister the students
should not be upset,
rather they should take
the exams in stride. He
called upon the students

take exam with mind.
The Prime Minister ad-
dressed the students,
teachers and parents of
the state at 11 am and
cleared their doubts.

Prabha Minj, principal
of Kendriya Vidyalaya-II
and district coordinator
of the program, told that
the 5th episode of
“Pariksha Pe Charcha
2022” program was tele-
cast live from Talkatora
Stadium New Delhi on
National Doordarshan
channel at 11 am.
Children from all the
schools of the city partici-
pated in it.

Vaibhavi Behar, a class

10th student of Krishna
Public School says ‘I and
my classmates got a gold-
en opportunity to be a
part of the 5th edition of
Pariksha Pe Charcha.
Through this we gained
self-confidence and
morale for this difficult
period. Prime Minister,
Narendra Modi under-
stood and resolved our
concerns and tensions
with great ease. ‘The
Prime Minister explained
to us that stress can affect
our performance, so we
should treat exams as a
festival. He suggested us
that if we move towards
our goal with full ‘atten-

tion’ then success is cer-
tain’, the student said.

Praket Singh Thakur, a
class X student of
Krishna Public School
said that in Pariksha Pe
Charcha, Prime Minister
Modi ji told in a very in-
teresting and friendly way
ways to fight stress before
and after the examina-
tion.

In his talks, he also
talked about the newly
framed education policy
and the doors opened by it
for the students. He sug-
gested some ways for us to
focus on our education
and our goals, said Praket.

He gave answers very

efficiently to all the chil-
dren who came from all
over the country and sug-
gested the parents and
teachers not to put any
kind of mental pressure
on the children. He told
the method of replay,
through which it will help
in remembering the les-
sons read for a longer
time’, Praket added.

The Prime Minister in-
spired all the children to
overcome their problems
without seeking sympa-
thy from others. Today we
have learned some new
ways by which we will be
able to enhance our con-
centration.

Raipur, Apr 01:
Governor Ms. Anusuiya
Uikey along with school
students heard the pro-
gram “Pariksha Pe
Charcha” addressed by
Prime Minister,
Narendra Modi in the
Conference Hall of Raj
Bhavan. The Raj Bhavan
had specially invited the
students for the pro-
gramme.

In view of the upcom-
ing examinations, the
Prime Minister, through
‘Pariksha Pe Charcha’,
gave meaningful an-
swers to the questions
asked by the students
across the country and
discussed stress manage-
ment, methods of stud-
ies, the conflict of suc-
cess and failure during
the examination period,
parents and shared his
views on the role of
teachers. According to
the schedule, necessary

arrangements were
made by the Raj Bhavan
Secretariat for the stu-
dents to listen to the dis-
cussion program on ex-
amination with
Governor Ms. Uikey.
Responding to the ques-
tions asked by the stu-
dents regarding the
stress related to exami-
nation in the dialogue
programme, the Prime
Minister said that exami-

nation is an integral part
of our life. This is just a
stage in our life. We do
not need to be afraid of it
but move forward with
confidence. Don’t com-
pare yourself with any
other student’s ability
and studies. Everyone
has their own different
abilities and specialties.

Speaking on the limi-
tations of online educa-
tion and addiction to so-

cial media, Prime
Minister  Modi said that
the problem is not with
the online or offline
medium, but in our
mind. If we control our
mind and follow disci-
pline, then online educa-
tion is a vast ocean of
knowledge. Online gives
us the opportunity to get
knowledge while offline
gives us the opportunity
to put that knowledge
into practice. We should
see technology as an op-
portunity and not a chal-
lenge. Prime Minister
Modi said the way we are
connected with mobile
these days. We should
also connect with our-
selves in life. It gives an
opportunity to recognize
your potential and un-
derstand yourself.
Speaking on the National
Policy on Education, he
said that all the problems
related to education have

been solved in this policy.
This policy is the result
of the hard work of mil-
lions of people of India.
Opportunities have also
been given to those stu-
dents who want to
change the subjects of
their studies. Along with
knowledge, skill has also
been given priority in
this policy. Governor Ms.
Uikey congratulated and
wished the students good
luck for the upcoming ex-
aminations. On the re-
quest of the children, the
Governor gave them au-
tographs and arranged
for their visit to the Raj
Bhavan complex.
Children and parents of
officers and employees
working in Kendriya
Vidyalaya Raipur,
Navodaya Vidyalaya
Mana and Raj Bhavan
Secretariat participated
in the “Pariksha Pe
Charcha” program.

Children learn how to overcome exam fear

Pariksha Pe
Charcha 2022 in
Raipur

Governor participates in ‘Pariksha Pe Charcha’ program with students

RRaaiippuurr,,  AApprr  0011:: The Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel, during his Bastar
visit on April 2, will bestow the
residents of Bastar with develop-
ment works worth 104 Crores. He
will inaugurate 17 works worth Rs
70 crore in Siraha-Guniya conven-
tion organized at Lal Bahadur
Shastri Stadium, Nagar Panchayat
Bastar and will perform

Bhoomipujan for development
works worth Rs 34 crore 33 lakh.
Moreover, 11 beneficiaries from
the Bastar Nagar Panchayat will
be provided with forest charters
by The Chief Minister,he will also
bless 151 couples,newlywed
under the state government run
scheme of ‘kanya vivah yojna’.
Chief Minister Mr. Baghel will

inaugurate the construction of a
4.9 km long road from Kachnar to
Cholnar at a cost of about Rs 3
crore 4 lakh, 4.5 km long road
from Pahurbel to Odiapal con-
structed at a cost of about Rs 2
crore 18 lakh, 4 km long asphalt
road from Manganar to
Tongkongera at a cost of about Rs
2 crore 63 lakh. 
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Raipur, Apr 01:
Chhattisgarh Mantralaya
Karmachari Sangh
(CMKS) on Friday raised
demand for hike in
Dearness Allowance and
House Rent Allowance
(HRA) in accordance to
the central government
employees.

A delegation of CMKS
submitted a memorandum
in support to their demand
and also announced to
have pen-down strike on
April 13 in support to their
two-point demands.

Prior to the agitation,
the Mantralaya employees
would be holding a gate
meeting on April 5 to fur-
ther discuss the strategy
and subsequently they
may hold demonstration
from April 6 by wearing
black band to register
protest. They would also
hold demonstration on
April 11 and 12. Employees
have also warned to have
leave en-masse on April 13
in case the state govern-
ment fails to release order
on DA and HRA hike for
them. Office-bearers of the
Association claimed that
their DA hike in pending
for more than 27 months
and also urged that
Arrears should also be
given to them.

Mantralaya employees
demand DA, HRA hike

Submits memo in
support to their
demand

Due to hot weather
Anganwadi work to be

held from 7 am to 11 am
RRaaiippuurr,,  AApprr    0011::  The Women
and Child Development
Department have changed the
working time of Anganwadi’s
keeping in view the effect of
hot weather on the health of
children in the state. Now the
working time of Anganwadi’s
will be from 7 am to 11 am.
The working hours of
Anganwadi centres have been
reduced from 6 hours to 4
hours during the summer
period i.e. from 1st April to
30th June. Anganwadi centres
will be operated from July 01
again from 9.30 am to 3.30 pm
for 6 hours. 

In this regard, orders have
been issued by the Ministry of
Women and Child
Development to all the
departmental district officers.
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Raipur, Apr 01:
According to
Ramayana, Lord Rama
spent the time of exile
in Dandakaranya.
Moreover,a large part
of Chhattisgarh is con-
sidered to be the
Dandakaranya of an-
cient times. Now those
places are being devel-
oped with new facili-
ties, it is claimed that
Ram stayed here dur-
ing the period of exile.

To pay tribute to the
historical legacy of
Lord Ram who had also
laid his foot in
Chhattisgarh, the state
government has con-
structed Ram Van
Gaman Path, and to en-

hance the tourism facil-
ities in the vicinity of
this cultural heritage,
an approval of Rs.6
crore 39 thousand has
been given for tourism
development works in
Ram Van Gaman Path
under Janjgir-Champa
district. Among the ap-
proved works, five
crore 39 lakh rupees
have been sanctioned
for ghat development
work in Shivrinarayan
under Nawagarh block
and 45 lakh for electrifi-
cation, 30 lakh rupees
for construction of
kiosks at ghat and
three lakh two thou-
sand rupees for signage
component work.
Similarly, Rs.14 lakh 91
thousand has been ap-

proved for land-scrap-
ing work in
Shivrinarayan and Rs.6
lakh 72 thousand for
other development
works in Ghat Marg.
This administrative ap-
proval has been given
to Chief Engineer
Minimata (Hasdev)
Bango Project, Water
Resources Department,
Bilaspur to complete
the works of tourism
development from
Mahanadi Bhawan to
S h i v r i n a r a y a n ,
Ministry of Water
Resources Department.
The officers have been
instructed to complete
the work of the scheme
within the sanctioned
amount and the stipu-
lated time period.

Rs 6 cr approved for tourism development
of Ram Van Gaman Path

CM to inaugurate works of over Rs 104 cr to Bastar



CENTRAL CHRONICLE, RAIPUR, SATURDAY, APRIL 02,  2022

BEATING THE HEAT

Amid soaring mercury level residents find ways to beat the heat with traditional cold
drinks like lassi and jaljeera in the city.

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Apr 01: The team
of NITI Aayog has appreci-
ated the innovative works
being done in
Chhattisgarh. The team of
NITI Aayog, which reached
Raipur to discuss matters
related to the state with
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel, State Planning
Commission, Chief
Secretary and senior offi-
cials of the State
Government, praised the
various schemes of the
Chhattisgarh government
in a meeting held at the
Chief Minister’s residence
office today. Secretaries of
10 Ministries of the
Government of India also
participated in this meet-
ing from New Delhi
through video conferenc-
ing.

The team of NITI Aayog
who came to Chhattisgarh
included member of Aayog
Dr. VK. Paul, senior advi-
sors, subject experts and of-
ficers of Aayog. Planning,
Economic and Statistics
Minister Amarjeet Bhagat,
Deputy Chairman of State
Planning Commission Mr.
Ajay Singh and Chief
Secretary  Amitabh Jain
also attended the meeting.
NITI Aayog member Dr. VK
Paul assured to take for-

ward the issues raised by
the state government in the
meeting, after discussing
with the ministries con-
cerned of the Government
of India.

In a meeting with Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel,
the team of NITI Aayog
congratulated the state gov-
ernment for launching
Godhan Nyay Yojana. They
said that Chhattisgarh is
the first state in the coun-
try to start this scheme.
Along with farmers, live-

stock owners and villagers,
the scheme is also empow-
ering women self-help
groups. NITI Aayog’s
Senior Agriculture Advisor
Dr. Neelam Patel said that
many exemplary works are
being done in the state in
agriculture and allied sec-
tors. Much can be learned
from here in this matter.
She informed that there
has been an increase of 22
per cent in the production
of mustard in the state and
14 per cent in the produc-

tion of soybean in 2019-20
in comparison to the year
2018-19. Chhattisgarh is
making good progress in
the field of agriculture. Dr.
Patel said that remarkable
work is also being done in
fisheries here. Along with
the utilization of fish seed
in the state, it is also being
supplied to five other states
of the country.
Chhattisgarh can also help
and guide other states in
fish seed production.

Neeraj Sinha, Senior
Advisor, NITI Aayog said
that good work is also being
done in the mining sector
in Chhattisgarh. The
teacher-student ratio in the
schools here is among the
best in the country. He said
that in the case of ‘Ease of
Doing Business’,
Chhattisgarh is sixth in the
country and fourth in the
Export Preparedness
Index. Ten districts here in-
cluded in the aspirational

districts by NITI Aayog are
performing well in the im-
plementation of develop-
ment schemes and public
welfare programmes.

During the meeting
Chief Minister Mr. Baghel
urged the concerned to
help the state in getting per-
mission to produce ethanol
from paddy. He said that
production of ethanol from
paddy is cheaper as com-
pared to rice. Besides, there
will be no problem with
transportation and milling.
27 MoUs have been signed
in the state for ethanol pro-
duction and we only need
permission from the
Government of India. The
Chief Minister asked the
Government of India to
continue the amount of
GST compensation to the
states for the next 10 years.
Being a producer state,
Chhattisgarh is incurring
huge loss of revenue after
the implementation of

GST. Due to the discontin-
uation of GST compensa-
tion by the Central
Government, the state will
suffer a revenue loss of
about Rs five thousand
crore annually.

Baghel also urged to
take necessary initiative
to start international
cargo service at Swami
Vivekananda Airport in
Raipur. He said that there
is a huge potential for ex-
port of the products of the
state abroad. But it is get-
ting hampered due to non-
availability of cargo serv-
ice. He said that
Chhattisgarh alone is buy-
ing 75 per cent of the forest
produce of the entire
country. The Chief
Minister urged that the
centre should provide sub-
sidy on the production of
vermicompost just like the
production of chemical
fertilizers. Large quantity
of vermicompost is being

produced and used in the
state. Its use is increasing
in the state as an alterna-
tive to chemical fertilizers.
Subsidy should be given
for Market Development
Assistance and Nutrient
Based Subsidy on
V e r m i c o m p o s t .
Chhattisgarh can be taken
as a pilot state to promote
the use of organic ma-
nure. He also requested to
include the work being
done for the preservation
and promotion of culture,
tradition and dialects in
the Delta ranking of aspi-
rational districts.

The Chief Minister said
that Rs.4140 crore of coal
royalty and penalty of the
state’s share is deposited
in the central pool, which
should be reimbursed by
the Government of India.
He demanded an increase
in coal royalty.

The coal royalty has not
increased since 2014, while
there is a provision for its
revision every three years.
He also urged for allot-
ment of new coal blocks
for the state. In the meet-
ing, Mr. Baghel gave de-
tailed information about
the different components
of Narva, Garva, Ghurva,
Bari and the benefits
being derived from their
protection and promotion.

He also talked about the
work being done for
strengthening the health
sector and strengthening
the education system in
the state.

Additional Chief
Secretary, State
Government, Subrat
Sahoo, Principal Chief
Conservator of Forests
Sanjay Shukla, Principal
Secretary Planning,
Economic and Statistics
Gaurav Dwivedi,
Commerce and Industry
Principal Secretary Manoj
Pingua, Secretary,
Department of
Agriculture and
Biotechnology Dr. Kamal
Preet Singh, Secretary of
Public Works Department
Siddharth Komal Singh
Pardeshi, Secretary of
Water Resources
Department P. Anbalagan,
Food, Civil Supplies and
Consumer Protection
Department Secretary
Topeshwar Verma,
Member Secretary, State
Planning Commission
Anoop Srivastava,
Urvashi Prasad, Dr.
Thyagaraju B.M., Dr. K.
Madangopal, Ajit Pal,
Ankan Dey, Naman
Agarwal, Siddhey Shinde
and  Piyush Prakash of
NITI Aayog were present
on the occasion.

Team of NITI Aayog appreciate the work being done in Ch’garh
Congratulate state
govt for Godhan
Nyay Yojana saying
that Ch’garh is the
first state in the
country to start this
scheme
‘The work being
done in Chhattisgarh
in agriculture and
allied sectors is
exemplary, Ch’sgarh
among the states
with the best
t e a c h e r - s t u d e n t
ratio in the country”
6th in the country in
‘Ease of Doing
Business’ and 4th in
Export Preparedness
Index’
CM Bhupesh Baghel

urges NITI Aayog
team to allow
ethanol production,
continuation of GST
compensation for
next 10 years, start
international cargo
service in Raipur and
subsidy on produc-
tion of vermicom-
post just like chemi-
cal fertilizers
CM discusses impor-
tant topics related to
Ch’garh with the
team of NITI Aayog,
Secretaries of 10
Ministries of the
Government of India
also attended the
meeting through
video conference
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Raipur, Apr 01: The
BTech second semester
students of IIT Bhilai
have now arrived on
campus for their first
time. This is an exciting
phase where everyone
can share the campus ex-
perience and the joys of
learning and growing to-
gether. It shows the re-
silience of the world and
its ability to reunite and
continue on the path of
progress and ever
greater achievements no
matter what the obstruc-
tions. A welcome ad-

dress and an interactive
session was conducted
with the students as a
part of the Student
Mentorship Program.
Prof Rajat Moona,
Director, IIT Bhilai ad-
dressed the students,
and there were a host of

other events and team-
building activities con-
ducted by faculty mem-
bers, student groups and
clubs.

Various team building
activities were organ-
ised, including evening
bird watching sessions

that brought students
closer to nature and
spread ecological aware-
ness, and an enjoyable
walking tour of the cam-
pus. Ms. Gargi, the insti-
tute’s psychological
counsellor, gave a lecture
on psychological well-
being to help students
cope with stress levels
during exams and other
competitive activities,
while Dr.Thirthankar
Chakraborty, Asst. Prof,
Dept. of Liberal Arts,
spoke on maintaining a
litter-free campus and a
clean environment. This
was followed by a poster-
making competition to
make everyone on cam-
pus sensitive to these is-
sues, with the winning
entries to be displayed
around campus.

IIT Bhilai conducts mentorship prog
To welcome 
a fresh batch 
of students

Balconagar, Apr 01:
Bharat Aluminium
Company Limited
(BALCO), India’s iconic
Aluminium producer,is
transforming the doorstep
healthcare services in the
vicinity through its Mobile
Health Unit (MHU).
Operated in association
with Help Age India, the
MHU is serving and pro-
viding primary healthcare
services to around 45 com-
munities of Balconagar
and nearby rural areas.
Since its inception around
5000 residents have been
benefitted from the project.
BALCO organizes health
camps every day at three
pre-decided locations
where medical aid is pro-
vided to community mem-
bers free of cost.

Working on the princi-
ples of medical service at
doorstep, the MHU is a van

equipped with modern ma-
chinery, and is managed by
doctors and trained med-
ical staff who provide free
medical advice and aware-
ness sessions to the local
communities. The MHU
has been fitted with equip-
ment for diagnosis of com-
mon diseases like diabetes,
hypertension, etc. For the
elderly and those confined
within their homes, the
MHU is aiding in medical
treatment at home.
Medicines for common ail-

ments are also available
free of cost. Besides pro-
viding doorstep healthcare
services, the MHU is con-
tributing to spread aware-
ness about the importance
of nutrition and cleanli-
ness, and various health
schemes and programs
run by the government.
BALCO organized a mega
Health Camp on March 29,
2022 in Roogbehri village
where free medical treat-
ment was provided to
around 200 registered pa-

tients. During the camp,
various diagnostic tests for
diabetes, blood pressure
etc. were also conducted.

Appreciating the initia-
tive Chanda Manjhawar,
Sarpanch, Gram
Panchayat, Roogbehri,
said, “The rural popula-
tion is more vulnerable to
various kinds of diseases
due to lack of health and
hygiene related awareness
among them.

They are also often the
victims of unscientific
treatment by quacks due to
the dearth of financial re-
sources. BALCO’s medical
service at doorstep project
is a boon for the residents
of Roogbehri and the
health camp has further fa-
cilitated accessibility of
medical care.”

Abhijit Pati, CEO and
Director, BALCO, shared
his vision on improving
health services in the re-
gion and said, “BALCO is
committed to ensure easy
access of health services to

the communities residing
in the vicinity. We are aim-
ing to take medical servic-
es to the doorstep of the
people residing in remote
areas, the vulnerable sec-
tion such as the elderly
and children. The mobile
health van followed by tar-
geted health camps in spe-
cific locations is a strong
initiative in the direction
of making Korba one of
the best medically facilitat-
ed districtsin the region.”
Shubhankar Biswas, Head,
Chhattisgarh, Help Age
India, said, “Help Age
India is successfully ensur-
ing medical care at
doorstep of Korba’s resi-
dents in partnership with
BALCO.

The initiative is helping
in increasing the aware-
ness level of villagers to-
wards health and its im-
portance. I convey my sin-
cere thanks to BALCO
management for the effec-
tive implementation of
this project.”

BALCO’s health camps benefit over 5000 members 
Of 45 different
communities

Raipur, Apr 01: Ms Tisha
Chawlani, student at
Amity School of
Engineering and
Technology, Amity
University  Chhattisgarh
has been selected among
the top 250 students out of
40,000 + application as a
WE (Women Engineers)
Fellow by Talent Sprint
supported by Google. It was
an intensive selection
process staggered into 4
distinct steps/rounds
namely (Aptitude Test,
English

Versant Test, Coding
Round). This is 2-year long
guidance which will be
combination of Boot
Camps, Live Online
Projects, Team Based
Projects and much more.
Along with the guidance
and mentorship there is
cash reward of INR 1 Lac
to be disbursed to Ms.

Tisha Chawlani. The
Program focuses on pro-
viding an opportunity for
potential women engineers
across India.

This 2-year Program will
enable select women stu-
dents to build global com-
petitive abilities.

Supported by Google, the
Program provides partici-
pants with 100% scholar-
ship and stipend. WE is an
intensive 2-year program
delivered by top-notch fac-
ulty with a completely

hands-on approach. WE
program enables partici-
pants to gain exposure to
professional tools, process-
es, and approaches to com-
pete in the global tech
world. Ms. Tisha Chawlani
has been offered a Product
Intern role at APPLE INC.
She is supposed to work
with iPhone and iPad prod-
uct development teams, as-
sisting them to aid and im-
provise their existing prod-
uct offering whilst brain-
storming on new ideas and

prototyping on products.
She would be working at
the state of the art Apple
Park, Cupertino,
California United States.
Having access to the latest
cutting-edge innovation
and research tools which
are available on this planet.
The  compensation of
Monthly salary (US)$10,000
(less deductions required
by law) and Award of
Restricted Stock Units
(RSUs) with a value of
(US)$50,000.00 on the date
of grant would be given to
her. The Vice Chancellor of
Amity University prof.
R.K. Pandey has given an
appreciation letter to Ms.
Tisha for her great achieve-
ment. Prof. S. Rahamatkar,
Director (ASET) & Prof.
Ravi Kant Singh, Director
(AIB) along with the facul-
ty members were also pres-
ent during this facilitation.

Amity students bags US Women Engineers’ fellowship 

Harish Lekhwani 
Raipur: Resident of A-3

Krishna Nagar,
H a r i s h
L e k h w a n i
breathed his
last on
T h u r s d a y
night. His last

rites were performed at
Kota crematorium on April
01, 2022. He is survived by
brother Lakshman Das
Lekhmani, son Dr Om
Lekhwani, Dileep and
Amar, nephew Inder, Gyan
and Anil Lekhwani.

OBITUARY

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Mar 31: The
Government of
Chhattisgarh has sanc-
tioned Rs.43.19 cr for the
construction of Lata
Anicut on the Mahanadi
River in the Balodabazar-
Bhatapara district. After
the construction of this
anicut, irrigation facilities
will be available for about
800 hectares area.
Administrative approval

has been issued by the
Chhattisgarh Water
Resources Department,
Mahanadi Bhawan to the
Chief Engineer of
Godavari Cachar Water
Resources Department,
Raipur for anicut con-
struction work.

The officers have been
instructed to ensure that
the work should be com-
pleted within the sanc-
tioned amount and the
stipulated time.

Rs.43.19 cr approved for
construction of Lata Anicut BBiillaassppuurr,,  AApprr  0011::  A one-day clean-

liness workshop was organized
under Sanitation Action Plan
2021-22 at Guru Ghasidas
Vishwavidyalaya (Central
University) on March 31, 2022 at
Silver Jubilee Auditorium at 10.30
am, under the joint aegis of
Ministry of Youth Affairs and
Sports, Government of India,
Regional Director, National
Service Scheme Bhopal, and Guru
Ghasidas University. The theme
of the workshop was ‘Clean India
and Health Mind’.

In the inaugural program of
the workshop, the Chief Guest,

Vice-Chancellor, Prof. Alok
Kumar Chakrawal, Co-convener
Dr. Dilip Jha and Co-convener Dr.
Sushma Jaiswal were present in
the inaugural program of the
workshop. Guests on stage were
welcomed with saplings. The
convener of the workshop, Dr.
Dilip Jha presented the welcome
address and program outline.

The Vice-Chancellor,
Professor Alok Kumar Chakrawal,
said that it is proposed to make
National Service Scheme a part
of the curriculum as a subject
from the next academic session.
We have to establish the universi-
ty as the center of academic
attraction. National Service
Scheme is a great platform for

the all round development of the
students. The Vice Chancellor
said that we have to make every
section of the society aware
about this great campaign of
cleanliness. There is no place for
any argument when it comes to
cleanliness. It is our social and
moral responsibility that we
become partners in nation build-
ing and make the slogan of
‘Swachh Bharat, Swasth Bharat’
meaningful by making the coun-
try the best on the standard of
cleanliness. Senior Professor of
Social Work Department, Prof.
Pratibha J. Mishra and Mukul

Sharma, Program Officer of NSS
of Bilaspur University also
expressed their views. On this
occasion, the Vice-Chancellor
was honored by presenting a
memento. The program was con-
ducted by Dr. Princy Matlani
Assistant Professor CSE
Department and vote of thanks
was given by Dr. Sushma Jaiswal,
Assistant Professor, CSIT
Department. Nine units of the
University NSS as well as volun-
teers and program officers of
Bilaspur University and other col-
leges participated in the pro-
gram.

Make cleanliness a regular part of life: V-C
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Birkoni, Apr 01:

Members of Sahu
Samaj celebrated the
1006th Jayanti of their
‘Aradhya Devi’ - ‘Sant
Shiromani Bhakt Maa
Karma’ at Sahu hostel
with religious fervour
here on Monday. The pro-
gramme began with
prayers to ‘Maa Karma’.
It was after
‘Satyanarayan Katha’ by
the members of Samaj,
‘havan’ and prayers were
held. The members of
Sahu Samaj in large num-
ber took part in the ‘Maa
Karma’ jayanti and entire
village was echoing with
slogans in favour of ‘Maa
Karma’.

The youth of the vil-
lage, were carrying saf-
fron flag in their hand
and at the programme
venue a beautiful tableau
of Maa Karma was pre-
pared and decorated and

it remained the centre of
attraction for all the visi-
tors. During this by plac-
ing the ‘Aradhya Devi’ on
the ‘Rath’, the members
of Sahu Samaj took out
massive Shobha-Yatra
taking a small de-tour of
city from 12:00 pm to 4:00
pm. In this women and
girls were carrying
‘kalash’ in their head and
passed through,
Saraswati Chowk,
Subhash Chowk, Bazar
Chowk, Ram Mandir
Chowk, Sahupara,
Khalaripara, Yadav Para

and back to the venue of
programme via
Bhatapara.

The programme was
conducted by circle
President Sahu Samaj
Nandkumar Sahu, V-P
Pawan Sahu, Secy. Dr

Vishnu Sahu and they all
appealed people to follow
on the path of ‘Maa
Karma’, which is worth
adopting and practicing.

In this programme the
people including seniors
and youth from Samaj

gave their valuable opin-
ions on how to take Sahu
Samaj further. In the pres-
ent scenario the Sahu
Samaj is surging ahead
on path of progress in al-
most all fields. The mem-
bers of Samaj held the
need to keep the new gen-
eration of Society free
from any means of intoxi-
cation, as it not only
breaks the family, but the
society as well. It was at
around 7:00 in the
evening, a massive
‘Bhandara’ was organised
and in this ‘Khichadi’ was
distributed as ‘prasad’.
On this occasion Sahu
Samaj Rural President
Puneetram Sahu, Secy.
Tejeshwar Sahu, Tehsil
President Tulasram
Sahu, Jhadiram Sahu,
Puranlal Sahu, Paklu
Sahu, Dolkumar Sahu,
Narayan Sahu and
Tejprakash Sahu were
present.

‘Karma Jayanti’ celebrated with religious fervour
 Women and 

girl take out
‘Shobha-Yatra’

 Prayers performed
to ‘Maa Karma’ 
and ‘prasad’ 
distributed

Koriya,Apr 01: District
Collector Kuldeep Sharma
and District Panchayat
CEO Kunal Dudawat did a
surprise inspection of
Primary Health Center of
Kelhari Tehsil area here
and took stock of the
arrangements of the
health center. In connec-
tion with the non-separa-
tion of morning and
evening registers in the
OPD and non-mainte-
nance of registers of those
taking medicines during
examination in the drug
room and found negli-
gence in other arrange-
ments, Collector Mr.
Sharma reprimanded
Medical Officer Dr.
M.Singh and instructed to
give notice to him. During
the inspection, the
Collector inspected the
medicine stock, registra-

tion record, vaccination
room, registration room,
lab and ward in the health
center. He talked to pa-
tients admitted to the
health center and took
feedback on health facili-
ties. He directed to im-
prove the cleanliness and
arrangement of toilets in
the health center. In Tuhar
Duar camp; the villagers
placed a demand before the
collector to start the X-ray

machine installed in the
primary health center.
Taking quick cognizance
of the demand of the vil-
lagers, the collector him-
self inspected and spoke to
the CMHO on the phone
and instructed to start the
X-ray machine within a
week. He directed the
Medical Officer to appoint
Lab Technician soon and
make necessary arrange-
ments.

Collector inspects Primary
Health Center Kelhari

Bilaspur, Apr 01:  

In Guru Ghasidas
Vishwavidyalaya (Central
University), Prime
Minister Shri Narendra
Modi’s Pariksha Pe
Charcha program was
broadcasted live from
Talkatora Indoor Stadium
in Delhi on 01 April 2022 at
11 am in the meeting hall
of the Administrative
Building. In the meeting
hall, the Vice Chancellor,
Professor Alok Kumar
Chakrawal along with
Registrar Prof. Shailendra
Kumar and the Deans of
various Schools, Heads of
Departments and other
teachers were present.

On this occasion, the
Vice Chancellor, Professor
Alok Kumar Chakrawal
said that in the National
Education Policy 2020, an
effort has been made to re-
move the burden of exami-
nation stress from the stu-

dents so that the students
can showcase their talent.
We should not make the
exam an occasion for a
particular day. We have to
fulfill our duties by incul-
cating character, educa-
tional and moral values
??in the students. We have
to educate, train and direct
the students.

In the fifth session of
Pariksha Pe Charcha pro-
gram, PM Modi interacted

with students and teach-
ers on how to overcome
exam stress. Honorable
Prime Minister, Shri
Narendra Modi Ji said in
the program that there is
no formula for motivation.
One should assess one’s
own talent and respond ac-
cordingly. He told that in
order to achieve success,
one needs to respect good
and capable people. He
said that we should be

ready to invite any compe-
tition which would help us
to grow. It is a better way
to move forward in life. He
also told that the present
generation is a fortunate
generation in terms of get-
ting more competitions
and more opportunities.
Expressing concern over
the environment, he said
that the whole world is
troubled by global warm-
ing. We got trees, water,

rivers for us because of
our ancestors. We have to
fulfill our duty and respon-
sibility for our coming
generation too.

Earlier, the Union
Education Minister,
Hon’ble Dharmendra
Pradhan, while welcoming
the Honorable Prime
Minister Shri Narendra
Modi and presenting the
outline of the program,
addressed the students,
parents and teachers pres-
ent in the stadium.

Dr. Dilip Jha was the
convener of Pariksha Pe
Charcha program in the
university. Live telecast
arrangements were made
by the university adminis-
tration in the university
Auditorium, Central
Library and e-class room
of New IT Building. A
large number of teachers
and students were present
to watch this live broad-
cast.

Students should be educated, trained and directed: VC 

Kharora, Apr 01:

A total of 11 couples tied
nuptial knots under
‘Mukhyamantri Kanya
Vivah Samaroh’ held in
Gram Panchayat Maath by
the Women and Child
Development Department
here on Sunday. On this oc-
casion MAL Dharshiwa
VS Anita Yogendra
Sharma showered her
blessings to newly wedded
couples. Speaking on the
occasion Anita Sharma in-
formed that it is in order
to provide relief to poor
families from financial
problems being faced in
marriages and to stop un-
wanted expenditure and to
promote marriages with
simplicity; to bring
changes in the society; to
promote mass marriages

and to stop evil practices
like that of dowry and
child marriages that
‘Mukhyamantri Kanya
Vivah Yojana’ is there and
people are drawing its ben-
efit as well and this effort
of the state government
would continue in the near
future as well. In this pro-
gramme Janpad
Panchayat President
Suman Devbrath Nayak,
District Panchayat mem-
ber Sona Verma, District

Rural President Udhoram
Verma, BCC President
Saurabh Mishra, Arvind
Dewangan, Ashwini
Verma, Lokeshwari
Verma, Sarpanch
Surendra Gendre, project
office Amit Sinha, and
other officers of Women
and Child Development
department and family
members of both the bride
and bride-groom side were
present in large number as
‘baratis’.

Eleven couples tie nuptial knots
 Under ‘Mukhayamantri

Kanya Vivah Yojana’

Mainpur, Apr 01: After a
span of 15 years, ‘Mahua’
trees have yielded a
bumper yield here, bring-
ing farm profit to farmers
and locals, with the flower
being presently sold at Rs
40 a kilo. Considered yel-
low gold by the residents
of the region, the flowers
are sold not only in the
state but also in states like
Bihar and Jharkhand.

Ranchi and Raipur
cities are considered
wholesale market for the
flower known for its thera-
peutic property is also

dear to booze lovers and
sorters of off seasons. For
states like Chhattisgarh
highly dependent on farm
produce, the flowers are fi-
nancial stakers for de-
pendents on forest yields,
as a single good season,
gives good profits to small
and marginal farmers and
producers.

According to informa-
tion, many sorters and
gatherers of the flower
have camped in temporary
arrangements in the jun-
gles, and start gathering
the flowers from as early

as four in the morning.
The attendance in schools
of the region is also rela-
tively low, as many chil-
dren also accompany their
parents and elders in col-
lecting the flowers. The
gatherers earn as much as
20 -25000 per season, and
the profit increases if the
flower is dried and sold to
traders, who then store it
in cold storage units to sell
at a higher price.

For the unversed the
‘Mahua’ tree yields more
flowers, if the temperature
is hot and humid both.
Meanwhile the flower
bloom also attracts bears
who feed on this flower
during the prime season of
harvest, which in return
creates challenge for the
forest goers of a possible
bear attack. The entire
area is said to be uninhab-
ited for a long stretch of
time of the day, as families
together are going towards
the jungles to gather the
flowers, called yellow gold
by the local population.

‘Mahua’ flower bloom yields
bumper harvest this season

‘MLA Representative
demands employment’

Tilda Neora,Apr 01: MLA
B a l o d a b a z a r
Representative  Minesh
Naik in a release men-
tioned that in every public
hearing he has strongly
protested against setting
up of industries, but still
the administration feels of
setting up industries.
Earlier in a place near
Parsada, during a public
hearing in Saraora action
was taken against youths
who had opposed setting
up of new plants and even
they were sent to jail. In
such cases Naik pointed
out that when there is no
use in opposing new plants,
he has supported extension
of plants and demanded
from the management for
employment to unem-
ployed youths of the area.

Raipur, Apr 01:

Raipur Division of
South East Central
Railway (SECR) has
created a new record
by beating all the
previous record of
last 20 year in
freight loading.

Raipur Division
which came in exis-
tence in 2003 with a
target of freight load-
ing 21.5 Million Tons
(MT) has significantly in-
creased its loading and
transportation capacity
and created a new record
in the field of freight load-
ing 43.22 MT up to March
31,2022, an official commu-
nique said on Friday.

It transported 10.5%
load than previous year
despite of difficult situa-
tions and less availability 

of racks. In achieve-
ment of this target the
role of Vasuki train serv-
ice management,
Business Development
Unit (BDU), coordinated
effort and strict monitor-
ing played a significant

role, During the period
2021-22, successfully
transported coal, steel,

Raw material, pig iron
to different power
plants and industrial
units.

On the basis of
customer friendly
policies, increased
freight load capacity,
performance and ef-

ficient management
of resources, Raipur

Railway Division se-
cured 8th rank in all India
ranking of prominent
railway divisions, he
added.

In achieving the target
Divisional Manager
Shyam Sundar Gupta, Dr
Prakash Chand Sethi Sr
DOM and other senior of-
ficials of Raipur Railways
remained quite crucial,
the release said.

Konta/Sukma, Mar 31: 

Under the Amrit
Mahotsav of
Independence 2022, on
Thursday under the
guidance of Sukma dis-
trict administration, a
tricolor rally and vari-
ous competitions were
organized in Kumharras.

In the program organ-
ized in the post and pre
matric hostel Sukma,
first of all the students
took out a rally and re-
membered the brave
martyrs of the country
by shouting slogans of
Jai Cheer. A meeting
was organized after the
rally. Speeches, Desh

Bhakti songs were pre-
sented by the students.
Along with this, students
who have done excellent
work in education,
sports, invention and
other fields were also re-
warded.

Deputy Collector
Shrikant Korram, Ajay
Modiyam, Assistant
Commissioner Tribal
Development Ganesh
Sori, who were present
as special guests in this
dignified program, ad-
dressed the students and
inspired them to illumi-
nate their names by
doing special work in ed-
ucation, sports and other
fields.

SECR Raipur Div sets unparallel
record after 20 years of establishment

Beneficiaries 
not receiving 

pension amount
Dhamtari, Apr 01:
Beneficiaries of pension,
namely widows, destitutes
and deserted, have not re-
ceived the said amount in
their bank accounts in the
Municipal Cooperation re-
gion. It is note worthy that
various pension schemes
have been started by the
state government with the
objective of providing finan-
cial support to beneficiaries
and under this scheme an
amount of Rs 350- 650 is pro-
vided per head. But accord-
ing to information’s re-
ceived many beneficiaries
are yet to receive the
amount sanctioned. Many
beneficiaries deceived of
the amount are also taking
the route of information
centers, for information re-
garding the dispersal of
pension. Meanwhile RK
Padamwar, Executive
Engineer, Municipal
Cooperation, has stated that
many beneficiaries have al-
ready received the sanc-
tioned pension amount
through DBT in their re-
spective bank accounts.

Amrit Mahotsav

Students took out rallies,
take part in competitions



PROTESTING PRICE HIKE

Activists of All Assam Students Union (AASU) raise slogans during a protest over the price hike of fuel and other
essential commodities, in Guwahati, Friday.

CENTRAL CHRONICLE, RAIPUR, SATURDAY,  APRIL 02,  2022

BRIEF
Rescued
 Kota: Police here res-

cued a 22-year-old girl
student, who was al-
legedly held captive
for a week at a hostel
room by a youth. The
girl, a resident of
Champaran district in
Bihar, was preparing
for the NEET exam at
a coaching institute
here. A special team
comprising cyber ex-
perts in coordination
with Bihar Police res-
cued the girl.

Demolished
 Jabalpur: Illegal

structures construct-
ed by a history-sheeter
were removed from
over 6,500 square feet
of government land in
Madhya Pradesh’s
Jabalpur district, the
local administration
said. The administra-
tion demolished ille-
gal structures con-
structed by Rais
Ahmed Ansari alias
Chapta, against whom
15 criminal cases, in-
cluding of murder and
carrying illegal arms,
have been registered
at the Hanumantal
Police Station,
an official said.

Betting
 Thane: Thane city po-

lice has arrested four
persons from
Ulhasnagar town in
the district for alleged-
ly taking bets on ongo-
ing IPL matches. A po-
lice team raided a mo-
bile shop near Camp
No 4 in Ulhasnagar
nabbed the accused
who were allegedly ac-
cepting bets over
phone on the match.
The arrested men
were identified as
Chiranjiv Ahuja, 29,
Kunal Samnani, 23,
Navin alias Vashu
Ratanlal Talreja, 26
and Rajesh Ishwarlal
Vacchani, 34.

Held
 Jammu:A man was

arrested here allegedly
for laundering money
on behalf of an ex-state
minister, and three oth-
ers were detained.
They said former min-
ister Babu Singh, a key
suspect in the racket, is
still at large. Singh was
a minister in the Mufti
Mohmmad Sayeed gov-
ernment in 2003-2005.
Police arrested
Mohammad Shareef
Shah, a resident of
Larnoo in Anantnag
district of South
Kashmir, from 
Gandhi Nagar area.

Gangsters
 New Delhi: The Delhi

Police Special Cell ar-
rested three members
of Lawrence Bishnoi
gang after a skirmish
which involved both
parties firing at each
other, officials said.
The accused were
identified as Vivek
Puri (22), a resident of
Bihar, Prashant
Hinjrao (24), a resi-
dent of Uttar Pradesh,
and Ashwini Kumar
(25), a resident of
Haryana. Three gang-
sters have been
nabbed after a brief
exchange of fire at
Simon Bolivar Road
near Buddha Garden.

Grounded
 New Delhi: Air India

has grounded two
cabin crew members
of its Tokyo-Delhi
flight of March 25 for
mistakenly serving
non-vegetarian meal
to a vegetarian pas-
senger, government
officials said. The pas-
senger had booked a
Jain vegetarian meal
for himself, the offi-
cials said. However,
the two crew members
mistakenly served
him a non-vegetarian
meal, they added.

Patna, Apr 01 (PTI):

Bihar Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar, who is serv-
ing his fourth term in of-
fice, will complete his five-
year-tenure and was “not
going anywhere”, senior
leaders of his party, the
Janata Dal (United), as-
serted on Friday.

More than one top lead-
ers of the JD(U) came out
with the clarification a day
after the rumour mill had

a field day interpreting an
off-the-cuff remark by
Kumar during an informal
interaction with journal-
ists.

The speculations were
triggered by Kumar’s ref-
erence to the Rajya Sabha
being the only House he
has not been a member of.

The chief minister
started off as an MLA in
the early 1980s, got elected
to the Lok Sabha there-
after for a number of

terms during which he
also served as a Union
minister for many years
and has been an MLC
since becoming the chief
minister in 2005.

This was construed as
the septuagenarian’s will-
ingness to give up his de-
manding job for a cushy
assignment like the Vice
President or the President.
Elections to both top posts
are due in a few months.

Oh dear! Respectable
Nitish Kumar ji has got
the mandate to serve the
people of Bihar for five
years. This means he is
not going anywhere. He is
the Chief Minister and
will continue in the capac-
ity , tweeted Upendra
Kushwaha, the JD(U)’s
parliamentary board chief.

Sanjay Kumar Jha, the
minister for Information
and Public Relations
Department who is also a
national general secretary
of the party, saw the ru-
mour surrounding the CM
as a propaganda that will
yield little .

Nitish not going anywhere,
will remain CM: JD(U)

Bihar CM Nitish Kumar at a function in Patna.

Gandhinagar, Apr 01 (PTI):

Aimed at prohibiting
the movement of stray
cattle on roads and public
places in urban areas of
Gujarat, the state
Assembly on Friday
passed a bill that man-
dates cattle-rearers to ob-
tain a licence to keep such
animals in cities and
towns and get them
tagged, failing which they
may face imprisonment.

The bill was passed in
the House in the wee
hours of Friday following
a seven-hour-long heated
debate on it that had start-
ed the previous day.

Opposition Congress ve-
hemently opposed the
“Gujarat Cattle Control
(Keeping and Moving) In
Urban Areas Bill”, and
threatened to launch a

state-wide stir against the
BJP government for
bringing such a “black
Act”.

While tabling the bill,
Minister of State for
Urban Development
Vinod Moradiya said the
practice of keeping cattle,

such as cows, buffaloes,
bulls and goats in urban
areas is causing trouble
for the city-dwellers as the
cattle-rearers let their ani-
mals stray on roads and
other public places.

“When authorities im-
pound such stray cattle,

the cattle-rearers take
them back after paying
fees and again release
them on roads. This is
causing problems for the
people. Many people have
died after being hit by
such stray cattle. This
practice is also not good
for cows because they die
on roads eating plastic,”
the minister said.

Under this law, cattle-
rearers will be required to
acquire a licence from a
competent authority to
keep their cattle in urban
areas, which comprise
eight cities - Ahmebad,
Rajkot, Surat, Vadodara,
Gandhinagar, Junagadh,
Bhavnagar and
Jamanagar - and 156
towns. Without that li-
cence, no person will be al-
lowed to keep cattle in the
city limits, said Moradiya.

Gujarat bill aims to tackle stray cattle menace in urban areas
State Govt says not creating any trouble for cattle rearers

Stray cattle sitting at busy junction in Vadodra.

Kasaragod, Apr 01 (PTI): 

Chief Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan on Friday came
out against the Centre for
its reluctance to hand over
central public sector un-
dertakings in Kerala
which are proposed to be
privatised, saying that the
objective of the state gov-
ernment is to rejuvenate
and strengthen such insti-
tutions further.

He expressed displeas-
ure over the BJP-led union
government’s stand of not
entrusting the state with
the management of the
Thiruvananthapuram
International Airport and
the state unit of HLL de-
spite repeated requests in
this regard. Vijayan was
speaking after inaugurat-
ing the KEL Electrical

Machines Limited, the
renovated version of
Bharat Heavy Electrical
L i m i t e d - E l e c t r i c a l
Machines Limited (BHEL-
EML) which had been
planned to be privatised by
the Centre.

A Central Public Sector
Enterprise (CPSE), the
BHEL-EML was taken

over by the state govern-
ment by spending a total of
Rs 77 crore, including Rs
43 crore for its revival and
promising to give it a fresh
lease of life with advanced
facilities.

“Though the state gov-
ernment has requested the
Centre to entrust the man-
agement of several such
institutions with the state,
the union government is
reluctant to do the same.
We have seen this in the
cases of
Thiruvananthapuram air-
port and the HLL,” he
said. When the Centre had
decided to disinvest HLL,
Kerala requested to hand
over the management of
its state unit but a
favourable reply was yet to
be received, he pointed
out.

Vijayan expresses displeasure
over PSU privatisation spree

Pinarayi Vijayan

New Delhi, Apr 01 (PTI):

A Parliamentary
Committee has asked the
Mussoorie-based Lal
Bahadur Shastri National
Academy of
Administration (LB-
SNAA) to re-orient its
training programme to
make young civil servants
sensitive to the needs of
the public, especially the
marginalised and the vul-
nerable. In its recent re-
port, the panel recom-
mended LBSNAA shifts its
approach from ‘one-size-
fits-all training’ to ‘need-
based customized train-
ing’. It is of the view that
training should be contin-
uous and it should be tai-
lored to the needs of the in-
dividual, said the report of
d e p a r t m e n t - r e l a t e d
Parliamentary Standing
Committee on Personnel,
Public Grievances, Law

and Justice, on demands
for grants (2022-23) pertain-
ing to the Department of
Personnel and Training.
The current training pro-
grammes offered at LB-
SNAA, especially at the
mid-career level, are based
on the premise that all offi-
cers need training, that
too, the same kind of train-
ing, it said. The committee
feels that this assumption

is basically flawed, stated
the report tabled in
Parliament on March 24.

Training needs vary
from individual to individ-
ual and therefore, the com-
mittee recommends LB-
SNAA first assess the core
competencies of the offi-
cer, then perform a gap
analysis, determine the
training needs and chalk
out a training programme

accordingly, it said. “The
Committee is of the con-
sidered view that LBSNAA
needs to re-orient its train-
ing programme to make
young civil servants sensi-
tive to the needs of the gen-
eral public, especially the
marginalized and the vul-
nerable,” the report said.
LBSNAA needs to inte-
grate classroom-based the-
oretical training with ex-
periential training in real
settings, it said. During
training, LBSNAA may as-
sign young officer trainees
to tribal hamlets, remote
villages, areas with harsh
terrains and difficult con-
ditions for two-three
weeks, completely discon-
nected from mundane life
and enable them to get
first-hand experience of
the challenges faced by
these groups of people on
day-to-basis, the report
said.

Re-orient training for young civil servants: Parliamentary panel

LBSNAA complex in Mussoorie.

Shillong, Apr 01 (PTI):

The Survey of India
has been asked to coordi-
nate with Assam and
Meghalaya for conduct-
ing a joint inspection of
the inter-state boundary
to redraw the map before
a Bill is introduced in the
Parliament, Chief
Minister Conrad K
Sangma has said.

The two northeastern
states have recently
inked a historic agree-
ment to end their 50-year-
old dispute and resolve
differences in six of 12
areas. “The Survey of
India has been asked to
do a joint inspection with
both state governments.
Once that process is com-
pleted, we expect the
Centre to introduce in
Parliament a Bill to re-

draw the border,”
Sangma told reporters
here. He said that the
process will take some
time, but “what is impor-
tant is that the ball has
started rolling”.

The chief minister said
that the trust-building ex-
ercise between the two
states will lay down prin-
ciples for future engage-

ments. Referring to an in-
cident of boundary pil-
lars found erected in
West Khasi Hills district,
he said, “I brought the
matter to the Assam CM’s
attention and he was very
concerned about it and
said this shouldn’t have
happened.

Incidents like these
will affect the proper im-
plementation of the
process besides disrupt-
ing the peace. Both states
will ensure that the issue
is resolved. People of
these areas should not
suffer.”

Asked when the two
states will start talks to
resolve the remaining six
areas of difference, he
said, “We will catch our
breath for some time. It
has been tough six
months.

‘Survey of India to conduct joint 
inspection of Assam-Meghalaya border’

Conrad K Sangma

New Delhi, Apr 01 (PTI):

Tamil Nadu Chief
Minister MK Stalin on
Friday said his govern-
ment has been creating
model schools in the
southern state on the lines
of Delhi and invited
Arvind Kejriwal to visit
them. Stalin along with
his Delhi counterpart
Arvind Kejriwal visited a
Delhi government school
where officials briefed the
Tamil Nadu chief minis-
ter on the change in the ed-
ucation system in the city
under the AAP govern-
ment. An official informed
Stalin that the Delhi gov-
ernment has been spend-
ing around 25 per cent of
its budget on education
consistently for the last six
to seven years. “In 2014-15,
government schools had a
pass percentage of 88 in

Class 12, which was less
than private schools. It in-
creased to 98 per cent in
2019-20 as compared to 92
per cent in private
schools,” he said. Stalin
said his government has
been replicating Delhi’s

model schools in the
southern state. “After com-
ing to power in Tamil
Nadu, we have been giving
the highest priority to the
education and medical sec-
tors. Just like how model
schools are running in

Delhi, we are doing in
Tamil Nadu also. “We will
invite Chief Minister
Kejriwal after the comple-
tion of work there. He
should come, I invite him
on the behalf of the people
of Tamil Nadu,” he said.

Kejriwal told Stalin that
principals of government
schools are sent for train-
ing abroad and teachers
are trained in Indian
Institutes of Management.

Deputy Chief Minister
Manish Sisodia told Stalin
that the Delhi government
is moving children away
from rote learning to
mindful learning.

When Stalin asked
about improvement in
terms of English, Kejriwal
told him that they have
tied up with the British
Council and the US
Embassy to train teachers
in the language.

‘Creating model schools in Tamil Nadu on lines of Delhi’

Tamil Nadu CM MK Stalin with Delhi CM Arvind Kejriwal
and Dy CM Manish Sisodia visits a Delhi government
school, in New Delhi, Friday.

Mumbai, Apr 01 (PTI):

Mumbai’s Colaba-
SEEPZ Metro rail line-3
may take another two to
two-and-a-half years to
complete as several works,
including some part of the
tunnel boring work as well

construction of stations,
are still pending, a senior
official of the Mumbai
Metropolitan Region
Development Authority
(MMRDA) has said. Once
completed, this first un-
derground metro line of
the city will provide con-

nectivity to the city air-
port from south Mumbai
and western suburbs, and
reduce the burden on the
suburban locals.
Addressing a press confer-
ence, MMRDA’s metropoli-
tan commissioner SVR
Srinivas said, “Mumbai
metro line 3 will take at
least another two to two-
and-a-half years to com-
plete as a lot of works re-
main other than the
depot.”

“Another 1.5 km-long
tunnel boring work on the
33.5 km line is pending,
apart from construction of
the stations and other
works like signalling,
telecommunications, over-
head wires, and control
center, among other
things,” he added.

Mumbai Metro rail-3 project may
take two more years to complete

Colaba-SEEPZ Metro rail tunnel.
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BRIEF
Declares

Panama City: The
president of Panama
declared an annual
national holiday to
commemorate
Panamanians who
died during the 1989
US invasion of the
country. The decree
signed by President
Laurentino Cortizo
establishes Dec 20, the
date of the invasion,
as a national day of
mourning. People in
Panama will have the
day off.

Collapse
Belgrade: An acci-
dent in a mine in cen-
tral Serbia killed at
least eight people and
wounded 20 on Friday,
state Serbian televi-
sion RTS reported.
The accident in the
Soko coal mine hap-
pened in dark. The
RTS report says part
of the mine pit col-
lapsed trapping the
miners inside. The
head of the medical
center in nearby
Aleksinac, Rodoljub
Zivadinovic, said that
18 people have been
hospitalized there,
mostly with light in-
juries.

Shooting
Lebanon: A
Pennsylvania police of-
ficer was killed and two
officers were injured
during a shooting
while responding to a
domestic disturbance,
Lebanon Mayor Sherry
Capello said. Police
went to a home in the
city for the disturbance
call. Nearly an hour
later gunfire broke out
and officers radioed
they were hit, Capello
said at a brief news
conference.

Held
Berlin: Authorities in
Germany said they
have detained six men
on suspicion of plan-
ning to sabotage over-
head power lines in
order to disrupt the
country’s electricity
supply. Police said
hundreds of officers
raided apartments
that were linked to the
men in the southeast-
ern town of
Neumarkt.

Moscow, Apr 01 (AP):

As Moscow’s forces bog
down in Ukraine, many
young Russians of draft
age are increasingly jit-
tery about the prospect of
being sent into combat.
Making those fears partic-
ularly acute is an annual
spring conscription that
begins Friday and aims to
round up 134,500 men for a
one-year tour of military
duty.

Defense Minister Sergei
Shoigu pledged at a meet-
ing of the military brass
this week that the new re-
cruits won’t be sent to
front lines or ‘hot spots.’

But the statement was
met with skepticism by
many in Russia who re-

member the separatist
wars in the southern re-
public of Chechnya in the

1990s and early 2000s,
when thousands of poorly
trained young men were
killed. ‘I don’t trust them
when they say they won’t
send conscripts into com-
bat. They lie all the time,’
said Vladislav, a 22-year-
old who is completing his
studies and fears he could
face the draft immediately
after graduation. He asked
that his last name not be
used, fearing reprisals.

All Russian men aged
18-27 must serve one year
in the military, but a large
share avoid the draft for
health reasons or defer-
ments granted to universi-
ty students.

War in Ukraine fuels fears among
draft-age Russian youths

Servicemen of the engineer-sapper regiment take the 
military oath in the Voronezh Region, Russia.

Wellington, Apr 01 (AP):

Seeking to counter inter-
national fears over its new
security alliance with China,
the Solomon Islands said
Friday it won’t allow China
to build a military base
there.

But that insistence will do
little to ease concerns about
the pact from the nation’s
traditional partners that in-
clude New Zealand,
Australia and the United
States. The leader of neigh-
boring Micronesia added his
voice to those expressing

trepidation by invoking the
bloody battles of World War
II and warning that the pact
could again see the South
Pacific region become a bat-
tleground for much larger
powers.

The Solomon Islands gov-
ernment said a draft agree-
ment of the new security
pact had been initialed by

representatives from the
Solomons and China and
would be ‘cleaned up’ and
signed. In a statement Friday,
the Solomon Islands govern-
ment said that ‘contrary to
the misinformation promot-
ed by anti-government com-
mentators’ the agreement
did not invite China to estab-
lish a military base.

Solomon Islands says China deal
won’t include military base

A boat leaves Solomon Islands.

About 700,000 peo-
ple reside in
Soloman Islands

Migrants hopeful, suspicious at US reopening to asylum
Ciudad Juarez, Apr 01 (AP):

More than a dozen mi-
grants excitedly ran out of
their dormitory at the
Good Samaritan shelter
here at the mere mention
that the Biden administra-
tion may lift a rule that ex-
pels people at the border
before they can request a
chance at humanitarian
protection in the United
States.

They quizzed a reporter
they’d overheard speak of
the expected change in a
rule that for the past two
years has forced asylum
seekers to wait at shelters
in in Mexican border
cities terrorized by organ-
ized crime.

At times the wait has
seemed interminable.
They struggle to find
work, worry about debts
accumulated to just reach
the border and live in fear
that they or their children
could be snatched by drug
cartels preying on the
most vulnerable.

Migrants have been ex-
pelled more than 1.7 mil-
lion times from the US
under public health pow-
ers invoked in March
2020 that are designed to
prevent spread of Covid-
19. The Biden adminis-
tration plans to lift Title
42 authority – named for
a 1944 public health law –
by May 23, according to
people familiar with the

matter, with an official an-
nouncement expected as
early as Friday. Near the
height of the omicron
variant in late January,
the US Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention
had extended the order to
this week.

Reaction at migrant
shelters in Ciudad Juarez

shows the determination
of many migrants to settle
in the United States as
soon as possible.

Most of the 63 people
staying at Good
Samaritan, across the bor-
der from El Paso, Texas,
were women and their
children from Mexico and
Central America.

WWF report says online wildlife
trade on rise in Myanmar

Bangkok, Apr 01 (AP):

A report by the World
Wildlife Fund shows ille-
gal purchases of wildlife
online are growing in
Myanmar in a threat both
to public health and to en-
dangered species. The re-
port released on Friday
found that enforcement of
bans on such transactions
has weakened amid politi-
cal turmoil following a
2021 military takeover.

The number of such
dealings rose 74 per cent
over a year earlier to
11,046, nearly all of them
involving sales of live ani-
mals. For the 173 species
traded, 54 are threatened
with global extinction, the
report said.

Researchers identified
639 Facebook accounts be-
longing to wildlife traders.
The largest online trading
group had more than
19,000 members and
dozens of posts per week,
it said.

The animals bought and
sold included elephants,
bears and gibbons,
Tibetan antelope, critical-
ly endangered pangolins
and an Asian giant tor-
toise. The most popular
were various species of
monkeys, often bought as
pets.

Most of the animals ad-
vertised for sale were
taken from the wild. They
also included civets,
which along with pan-

golins have been identified
as potential vectors in the
spread of diseases such as
SARS and COVID-19.

Shaun Martin, who
heads the WWF’s Asia-
Pacific regional cyber-
crime project, said moni-
toring of the online
wildlife trade shows differ-
ent species being kept
close together, sometimes
in the same cage.

With Asia’s track record
as a breeding ground for
many recent zoonotic dis-
eases, this sharp uptick in
online trade of wildlife in
Myanmar is extremely
concerning, he said.

The unregulated trade
in wild species and result-
ing interactions between
wild species and humans
raise the risks of new and
possibly vaccine-resistant
mutations of illnesses
such as the COVID-19 that
could evolve undetected in

non-human hosts into
more dangerous variants
of disease, experts say.

COVID-19 is one of
many diseases traced back
to animals. The killing and
sale of what is known as
bushmeat in Africa was
thought to be a source for
Ebola. Bird flu likely came
from chickens at a market
in Hong Kong in 1997.

Measles is believed to
have evolved from a virus
that infected cattle.

Illegal wildlife trade is a
serious concern from the
point of view of biodiver-
sity preservation and con-
servation and its potential
impact on health security,”
said Mary Elizabeth G.
Miranda, an expert on
zoonotic diseases and ill-
ness and CEO of the Field
Epidemiology Training
Program Alumni
Foundation in the
Philippines.
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Ceremonies
Some states always had a

secular culture, where every-
one, irrespective of caste, reli-
gion, dialect, etc could partici-
pate. So, whenever a new pub-
lic construction is initiated (for
example, arrangements for
organizing a Bihu), the
"laikhuta" would be laid as the
foundation ceremony. In inau-
guration or foundation laying
ceremonies, especially those by
the Governments, the focus was
on the event. However, of late,
it is observed that a culture of
"bhoomi poojan" has started by
the Government, while laying
ceremonies, akin to "bhoomi
poojan" for temple building cer-
emonies in the northern parts
of India, especially in Uttar
Pradesh. The ceremonies are
performed by non-local priests.
This is not in good taste. Apart
from the huge, but avoidable,
expenses incurred, it brings
forth religion into the picture in
public functions and an invasion
of local culture, values and
ethos. We vociferously oppose
such initiatives of the
Government.

DD  BBhhuuttiiaa,,  vviiaa  eemmaaiill

Price hike
Undoubtedly, fuel price hikes

can adversely impact the elec-
toral prospects of an ordinary
ruling party. But the BJP is an
extraordinary political party
which seems to be able to tailor
the narrative of any issue to suit
the taste buds of its large base.
Hence, even if the fuel prices
were allowed to reflect the mar-
ket reality during the polling
season, the outcomes might not
have changed drastically, if at
all. If a combination of factors
like the mishandling of COVID-
19, the migrant labour issue,
farmers' agitation, and lack of
employment opportunities was
not sufficient to bring signifi-
cant change in the electoral
outcome, let alone regime
change, then not many of the
conventional measures for
maintaining a level-playing
electoral field are going to work
any more.

AA  VVeennkkaatt,,  vviiaa  eemmaaiill

Nation idea
"There is strength in our

union. Our union of culture. Our
union of diversity. our union of
language. Our union of people.
Our union of states. from
Kashmir to Kerela, from gujarat
to bengal. india is beautiful in
all colours. do not insult the
spirit of india." This was what
the former president of
Congress, a century-old party
claiming to bring independence
to the nation tweeted in his
microblog. What is this Mr
Gandhi? You being an ex-presi-
dent of the AICC and a project-
ed Prime Ministerial candidate
of the nation from your party
have no idea about the bound-
ary of your nation. Very unfor-
tunately, the very same can be
said about our national anthem
where the entire NE India is for-
gotten or one can say it is
ignored. Enough is enough
Rahul Gandhi! You have in the
meantime done enough dam-
age to yourself and your party
by your senseless tweets
because of your lack of knowl-
edge. You are digging hole for
your party.

AAsshhiimm,,  vviiaa  eemmaaiill

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

WHAT THEY TWEET!

SSiiddddhhaarrtthh@@SSiiddddhhaarrtthh__VVaazzee

Unpopular Opinion: Every
time you walk into a hotel
lobby, restaurant, or meet-
ing room, you're subcon-
sciously getting judged on
Your confidence levels,
What you're wearing, Your
body language, How you
behave, Fitness levels. Act

accordingly.

MMoonniiddiippaa@@mmoonniiddiippaaddeeyy
As per Skanda Purana, Yada
Maharishi, son of Maharshi
Rishyasringa performed penance here
to Sri Vishnu as Narasimha. Pleased
with his penance Bhagwan appeared
before him and manifested himself in
five forms: Jwaalaa Narasimha,
Gandabheranda, Yogananda, Ugra &
Lakshmi Narasimha.

AAbbhhiisshheekk@@AAbbhhiisshhBBaanneerrjj
In this fiscal, India has reached
$650 billion of exports ($400 billion
merchandise + $250 billion servic-
es). And because liberal econo-
mists asked: Bangladesh yearly
export is $39 billion. Every 3 weeks,
India exports more than
Bangladesh exports in a full year.

AArrvviinndd@@ddrraavviirrmmaannii

As you know well, an
interlocutor's words
(even if empty diplo-
matese) can be used by
us to educate the inter-
locutor about the ground
reality (as we see it) and
our core national inter-
ests; and to question their
illusions or delusions!

DDhhaarraamm@@ddhhaarraammvveeeerriiffss
No news about destinations about journey of what has been stolen from us.

NNiiddhhii  RRaazzddaann@@NNiiddhhii
I don't know about you but I'm
not going to stop wearing a mask
in public places. Covid is not over,
see the rest of the world. We have
to protect the most vulnerable
around us like the elderly and
immunocompromised.

S tating that a user can initiate proceedings against a
social media platform for suspending his or her ac-

count without a prior notice, the Centre has told the Delhi
High Court that a significant social media intermediary
may remove only the unlawful content of the user but not
take down the account itself. Only in such cases where
the majority of content by a user is unlawful, the extreme
step of suspending the account may be taken, the Centre
said. The stand taken by the government is in contrast
with its stand in January 2020 in response to Senior
Advocate Sanjay Hegde's petition seeking restoration of
his Twitter account. The issue prima facie is between
him and Twitter, the Centre had said then while declar-
ing itself to be 'neither a necessary nor a proper party to
the proceeding”. However, the IT Rules 2021, which has
put additional responsibility on social media platforms,
had not been notified. The Centre said that it is commit-
ted to upholding the rights of every citizen of the country
under Article 14, 19 and 21 of the Constitution of India.
The trend is clear for internet transforming into 'splinter-
net' with different set of regulations in different geogra-
phies. Although the digital revolution is now decades old,
there still is no global digital economic order. Instead,
there are competing visions of digital capitalism, pre-
dominantly articulated by the United States, China, and
the European Union, which have been developing their
models for many years and are increasingly exporting
them to developing and emerging economies such as
India. Absent more global alignment, the world could
miss out on promising technological solutions to shared
problems. The question, of course, is what kind of alter-
native digital order is possible in today's world. How can
the internet be reclaimed to serve citizens, rather than
dominant political and economic interests? Realigning
the incentives that drive the digital economy will not be
easy. Still, recent policymaking efforts reflect demand for
new forms of governance.

Regulators and governing authorities around the world
are considering how to redefine their AI and data agen-
das, foster the next generation of digital players, and
shape global standards to fit their own respective visions.
But if each of these jurisdictions' main goal is to rein in
overpowered digital platforms, there may be common
ground upon which to build a more effective global digital
order. In the rising 'splinternet,' informational isolation is
on the rise. People within different silos have fundamen-
tally different views about facts and thus what constitutes
truth. There is not even agreement on how to secure and
coordinate key features of the digital architecture, such as
GPS. Each jurisdiction has its own framework, be it
China's BeiDou Navigation Satellite System, the Indian
Regional Navigation Satellite System, or Europe's Galileo
system. Many developing and emerging economies are
still deciding how to expand and govern their digital capa-
bilities so that new technologies serve their broader
strategies to achieve sustained economic growth. If meas-
ures to improve access to technology do not account for
different local and national growth strategies, they may
entrench an undesirable digital economic future. Given
this, each of the three digital powers can come to the table
with eyes open. Creating a more stable and coherent glob-
al digital order need not be about achieving full alignment
between the three models. But failing to reflect on how
and where these digital orders are incompatible may re-
sult in a race to the bottom rather than a race to the top.

Rise of ‘splinternet’

T he general strike called by trade unions in India re-
cently had mixed response and no effect on private

enterprises and business sector. Bu the persistence of sev-
eral of the demands like those concerning contract work-
ers, scheme-based workers and labour law reforms re-
flects little gain for the striking workers over the decades
on the one hand, and utter insensitivity on the part of gov-
ernments of all hues on the other. But it is time that trade
unions introspect of the impact of these actions.
Neoliberalism is the dominant driver of public policies
and labour laws. The neoliberal ideology of unrestrained
markets has led to a global crisis. Back in 1947, as the
world was rebuilding from the destruction of the Second
World War, a few dozen free-market ideologues met in a
luxury Swiss resort to form the Mont Pelerin Society, an
organization devoted to spreading the ideology of neolib-
eralism throughout the world. Their ideas that the free
market should dominate virtually all aspects of society,
that regulations should be dismantled, and that individ-
ual liberty should eclipse all other considerations of fair-
ness, equity, or community welfare were considered fanat-
ical at the time. Over three decades, though, financed by
wealthy donors, they assiduously established networks of
academics, businessmen, economists, journalists, and
politicians in global centres of power.

Through their control of government, finance, busi-
ness, and media, neoliberal adherents have succeeded in
transforming the world into a globalized market-based
system. In today's corporate dominated global stage, na-
tions and municipalities compete against each other to at-
tract corporate investment to their region, relinquishing
taxation, regulations, and worker protections in the hope
of jobs or infrastructure spending. In most countries, the
boundaries between corporate executives and govern-
ment have become so blurred as to be virtually non-exis-
tent. A new moniker arising from the corporate titans at
the World Economic Forum is 'stakeholder capitalism”,
an inviting term that seems to imply that stakeholders
other than investors will play a role in setting corporate
priorities, but actually refers to a profoundly anti-demo-
cratic process whereby corporations are assuming even
more dominant roles in global governance. Trade unions
suffer significantly from legal knowledge and assistance
deficit. Then, they have to identify and work with legal
minds that value social justice and workers' welfare.
Trade unions do not seem to have attempted even this pos-
sibility. The political support option to trade unions has
limited relevance as opposition parties are divided
amongst themselves. Instead of governments, trade
unions should directly and collectively negotiate with
owners of mega multinational corporations and industry
associations.

Unions should introspect
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A visitor looks at a book on display at the Big Bad Wolf Book Sale in Bangkok, Thailand.

BOOKS FOR SALE

C ooperatives in India are all
poised to witness a rapid trans-

formation since the first cooperative
law in India was enacted in 1904. With
the new paradigms and changing con-
tours of having a separate Ministry of
Cooperation with Budgetary allocation
for Cooperatives a renewed interest
has spurted on the cooperative move-
ment in India as a priority sector for
growth. A cooperative model used as
an instrument of change at different
points of time, particularly up to ninth
five-year plan (1997-2002) has con-
tributed to the success of India's devel-
opment planning. It has inherent ad-
vantages in achieving the poverty alle-
viation, food and nutritional security,
social integration, and employment
generation. The cooperative sector is
one of the key sectors of the economy
having broader reach to rural India
through their enormous network of
credit and non-credit societies. Out of a
total 8.5 lakh cooperative units in India,
around 20 percent (1.77 lakh units) are
credit cooperatives and remaining 80
percent are non-credit cooperatives in-
volved in diverse activities viz. 

Fishery, Dairy, Producer, Processing,
Consumer, Industrial, Marketing,
Tourism, Hospital, Housing, Transport,
Labour, Farming, Service, Livestock,
Multi-purpose Cooperatives, etc. cov-
ering approximately ninety percent of
villages. In terms membership about
two hundred and ninety million farm-
ers are enrolled in the cooperatives,
comprising 72 percent in the credit co-
operatives and 28 percent in the case
of non-credit cooperatives (NCUI,

2018). Primary Agriculture Cooperative
Credit Societies (PACS) are the Short-
Term Cooperative Credit Structure
(STCCS) building blocks in the country.
As per the Reserve Bank of India, as of
March 31, 2018, there are 95,238 PACS
with a membership of 13.2 crores cov-
ering 6,39,342 villages in India. These
societies play a significant role in the fi-
nancial empowerment of farmers and
lower-income groups in the villages by
meeting their financial. 

With the dwindling share of cooper-
atives in rural credit, the relevance of
these institutions has been periodically
questioned in policy circles in the back-
drop of a fast-changing financial sys-
tem where efficiency, profitability,
technology and sustainability are em-
phasised. The refrain of some policy
advocacy groups has been that only
strong organisations that can deliver
sustainable outcomes should be al-
lowed to continue in the financial
space. But the cooperative system has
mostly not realised the enormous po-
tential of its vast outreach, mainly be-
cause of financial weaknesses and im-
paired governance standards. The con-
cept of mutuality (with savings and
credit functions going together), that
provided strength to cooperatives the
world over, was not established strong-
ly in India, with higher greater focus
being given to borrowing and lending.
This lending-centric approach, coupled
with poor governance systems, led to
dependence on higher financing agen-
cies for resources, recurrent losses, de-
posit erosion, poor portfolio quality.

Despite a good network and need
for Institutions like PACS, there are lan-
guishing services dispensed through
PACS. The International Cooperative
Alliance (ICA) states that Cooperatives
are based on the values of self-help,
self-responsibility, democracy, equali-
ty, equity, and solidarity. In the tradi-
tion of their founders, cooperative
members believe in the ethical values
of honesty openness, social responsi-
bility and caring for others. The core
principle of Cooperative seems to have
been compromised leading to erosion
of dispensing financial and non-finan-
cial services. Insufficient funding de-

faults in repayment, scarcity of profes-
sional human resources and slow tech-
nological infusion have resulted in
poor management information sys-
tems, transparency, laxity in internal
control systems, malpractices leading
to stagnated growth. The Mehta
Committee (1937) recommended the
reorganization of Cooperative Credit
Societies as 'multi-purpose' coopera-
tives in order to address mounting dis-
tress and discontent. Further, during
pre-independence, the Agricultural
Credit Organization Committee head-
ed by Sir Manilal Nanavati as
Chairman re-emphasized and recom-
mended the State assistance in agri-
cultural finance and conversion of all
credit cooperatives into multi-purpose
cooperatives in order to make them vi-
able business unit.

Ministry of Cooperation has priori-
tized PACS from being just a credit so-
ciety to a multi-services society that
can act as a single window for credit
and services. The revival also calls for
reorienting PACS as service organiza-
tions and converging with the schemes
related to agriculture budget 2022-23
e.g. agriculture marketing, horticul-
ture, edible oils, organic value chain
development for the North East region,
natural farming etc. PACS will be
strengthened as Multipurpose soci-
eties by undertaking activities like pro-
curement, storage and warehousing,
processing, rural and agricultural logis-
tic managements, market advisory and
intelligence etc. However, the 'mem-
bers' economic participation” and 'co-
operation among cooperatives” as the
key principles of cooperatives needs to
remain centrality in current market and
technology-driven economy. But a
PACS, to really make a difference, will
need to first transition from being just a
credit society to a multi-service centre
(MSC) and turn into a one-stop shop
for both goods and services. 

A vital strategic step towards tech-
nology adoption and becoming busi-
ness-wise viable is digitalizing of the
PACS. An amount of Rs 350 crore has
been earmarked in the union Budget
2022-23 for digitisation of Primary
Agriculture Cooperative Societies. A

plan to computerize 63000 PACS has
been devised by the Ministry of
Cooperation. No commercial bank
branch can ever come close to provid-
ing the kind of services a PACS can,
and, that within itself shows just why
PACS need to be propped up. Perhaps
this is what the All-India Rural Credit
Survey of 1951 meant when it stated
that 'Cooperation has failed. But coop-
eration must succeed”. The digitization
of PACs will aid in the implementation
of many agriculture-related initiatives
and ensure that farmers receive credit,
fertilizers, and seeds in a transparent
through digital inclusivity. Quality con-
trol through technology and innovation
in PACS is also very much essential.

Diversifying the practice, innovating,
collaborating in sharing knowledge,
and using emerging technology are all
essential for PACS to perform more ef-
fectively and sustainably in this digital
universe of a cooperative. Aspects of
Industry 4.0, such as big data, the
Internet of Things, and blockchain
technology, bring efficiency and trust
in the delivery supply chain. It's the
right time to bring blockchain technol-
ogy into the supply chain of spices,
fisheries, cashew, saffron which are
high-value and export-oriented prod-
ucts with a good engagement of mem-
bers of cooperative societies. The need
of the hour is to enhance digital literacy
through consistent training and skill
development of members of PACS. The
KAP (Knowledge, Attitudes Practices)
needs to be adopted by the institutions
in the pathway of digitalization of PACS
which would bring a systematic ap-
proach of technology adoption as well
as the expected outcome. The budget
allocation for cooperatives indicates
the focus of cooperatives as a driver of
growth and prosperity. Leveraging on
innovations, entrepreneurship, and
training, it outlines how to leverage
growth from the bottom of the pyramid
and constantly build forward linkages
and integration with sectors like educa-
tion, health, agriculture, textile, small
and medium enterprises, energy, envi-
ronment.

((HHeemmaa  YYaaddaavv  iiss  DDiirreeccttoorr,,  
VVAAMMNNIICCOOMM  iinn  PPuunnee..))

Unleashing growth in rural India 
through cooperative way

NNiikkii@@DDrrNNiikkiittaaMMeehhrraa
If I ever get my own office space, I
will place this messaging at the
entrance: Please enter this space
after leaving your ego & conflicts of
interest at the door. I am here to
engage on anything that relates to
advancing research, empowering
patients, & improving patient care.

HEMA YADAV
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BRIEF
President

New Delhi:
Healthcare industry
body NATHEALTH on
Friday said it has ap-
pointed Wipro GE
Healthcare Managing
Director Shravan
Subramanyam as its
new President.
Subramanyam takes
over from Harsh
Mahajan, Founder
Chief Radiologist at
Mahajan Imaging.

Stake
New Delhi: Bosch
Ltd, a provider of
technology and servic-
es in the mobility
ecosystem, on Friday
said it has acquired a
14 per cent stake in
Bengaluru-based B2B
start-up Zeliot
Connected Services
Pvt Ltd. This invest-
ment will enhance
Bosch Ltd’s role in the
mobility landscape
through offerings on
digital platforms in
the personalised and
connected mobility.

Appoints

Mumbai: Mahindra
Manulife Mutual
Fund, a joint venture
of Mahindra Finance
and Manulife
Investment
Management of
Singapore, has ap-
pointed Anthony
Heredia as its manag-
ing director and chief
executive with imme-
diate effect to succeed
Ashutosh Bishnoi.

Buys
New Delhi: Global in-
vestment firm
Brookfield has agreed
to buy 51 per cent
stake in Bharti
Enterprises’ four com-
mercial properties, in-
cluding Worldmark at
Aerocity in the na-
tional capital, at an en-
terprise value of Rs
5,000 crore. Bharti
Enterprises and
Brookfield announced
that they have entered
into a joint venture.

Acquires

New Delhi: Coliving
operator Stanza
Living has acquired
enterprise IoT plat-
form Singularity
Automation in an all-
cash deal to strength-
en its technology
ecosystem. Stanza
Living MD Anindya
Dutta said we look for-
ward to customising
solutions and creating
platforms.

Loan
Mumbai: The Japan
International
Cooperation Agency
(Jica) has signed a
loan agreement with
the government to ex-
tend 1,16,520 million
yen or around Rs 7,517
crore to the Western
leg of the dedicated
freight railway project.
The agency said the
soft loan is being ex-
tended under the gov-
ernment of Japan’s of-
ficial development as-
sistance window.

Mumbai, Apr 01 (PTI):

Corporate India’s credit
quality showed a sharp im-
provement in the second
half of FY22, but high
input prices and withdraw-
al of pandemic-related re-
lief measures can pose
pressures in the new year,
rating agencies said on
Friday.

Crisil Ratings, which
rates a large number of fi-
nancial sector entities, re-
ported an improvement in
the credit ratio — the num-
ber of upgrades to down-
grade — to 5.04 times in the
second half of this finan-
cial year, from the 2.96 per
cent in the first half of the
fiscal. It attributed the im-
provement to a sustained
rebound in demand, which
lifted revenues of most sec-
tors to pre-pandemic levels
and proactive relief meas-
ures by the government
that cushioned the pan-
demic blow.

The agency
gave a “posi-
tive” outlook on
credit quality
going ahead and
expects the up-
grades to outnumber
downgrades in FY23 as
well. However, with the
pressure exerted
on input
p r i c e s ,
cour-

tesy a
push in

c o m m o d i t y
prices following the

Russian invasion of
Ukraine, and the possibili-
ty of withdrawal of pan-
demic-related relief meas-
ures can also moderate the
credit ratio, it said.

“Demand recovery, nim-
bleness in managing sup-
ply chains, and a tight
leash on costs have shored
up the median operating

profit growth of the up-
graded companies by 41

per cent in the past two
fiscals more than

d o u b l e
the rate

f o r
t h e
port-

folio,” its
president and
chief ratings offi-
cer Subodh Rai
said. Meanwhile, Icra said
credit quality rebounded in
FY22 after the economic
slowdown in FY20 and the
pandemic scarred FY21.

The downgrade of 184 en-
tities lowered the downgrade
rate to a mere 6 per cent, as
against a ten-year average of
9 per cent, while the upgrade
rate was 19 per cent in FY22
on the back of 561 entities’
ratings upgrade,it said.

India Inc’s credit quality improved
sharply in second half of FY-22 Bengaluru, Apr 01:

Neobank FloBiz an-
nounced its foray into
banking services for SMBs
with the launch of Smart
Collect - part of the Smart
Banking module - on its
flagship GST invoicing and
accounting product
myBillBook. With Smart
Collect, businesses can
now collect payments from
their customers instanta-
neously via UPI & bank
transfers and automatical-
ly reconcile them against
pending invoices. This
marks the beginning of
the financial services
roadmap for the neobank
which caters to millions of
SMBs across the country.

The Smart Collect fea-
ture has already been
rolled out to an exclusive
set of current myBillBook
users both on mobile and
desktop applications.
FloBiz plans to extend the
rollout in the coming few
weeks to a wider user base
who meet certain eligibili-
ty criteria. Smart Collect
has an intuitive design,

which is easy to enable and
begin using. In addition to
existing capabilities,
myBillBook also launched
its Point-of-Sale (POS) in-
voicing interface in
December last year for or-
ganised retail and fran-
chise businesses, thereby
making Smart Collect a
powerful payments solu-
tion for both non-retail and
retail SMBs on
myBillBook. Rahul Raj, co-
founder and CEO of
FloBiz, said, “In January
2022, the total monthly
trade recorded by the 1M+
active SMBs on

myBillBook stood at $1.5B
and continues to grow
steadily. We’re extremely
excited about the launch of
Smart Collect, which is
our first step towards the
neobanking roadmap.

The broader Smart
Banking module will allow
SMBs to collect payments
from customers and make
outward transactions to-
wards suppliers, vendors
and day-to-day business ex-
penses. It will also bring
Current Account manage-
ment capabilities directly
on myBillBook, making it
a one-stop solution for all

invoicing, accounting, in-
ventory management,
business reporting and
banking needs for busi-
nesses.” Siddharth Seth,
VP - Products, FloBiz,
shared, “We’ve always had
a customer-first approach
to designing robust and
scalable technological so-
lutions. Smart Collect is
also a product of the same
approach where we thor-
oughly studied record-
keeping and banking be-
haviours of SMBs in India
to ultimately deliver an ex-
tremely intuitive and easy
to use payments solution.

FloBiz forays into banking services for SMBs 

Hyderabad, Apr 01: 

The country’s largest
iron ore producer, report-
ed cumulative production
and sales for FY22 stood at
42.15 MT and 40.70 MT re-
spectively, a growth of 23%
in production and 22% in
sales over the same period
last year. This records the
best ever annual physical
performance for NMDC,
powered by a steady
growth in FY22.
Cumulative production
and sales for Q4 of FY22
stood at 13.84 MT and 12.34
MT respectively, a growth
of 12% in production and
12% in sales over the same
period last year. This
records the best ever quar-
terly physical perform-
ance for NMDC. NMDC re-
ported iron ore production
of 4.98MT and sale of

4.21MT for the month of
March 2022. With a growth
of 9% in production and
3% in sales over CPLY, the
mining major achieved
the highest production
and sales numbers for any
March month in company
history. Congratulating
the NMDC team for their
company’s best-ever per-

formance, NMDC CMD
Sumit Deb said, “NMDC
has achieved a record-
breaking physical per-
formance for FY22 on the
back of a propelling ex-
pansion and investment
strategy, we are entering
the new fiscal with a valu-
able head start. Our digi-
talisation drive is begin-
ning to contribute to our
improved performance
and we are excited to see
this transformation in
how we do business and
share the benefits with our
stakeholders. As the
Government of India
seeks to ramp up the do-
mestic per capita steel con-
sumption in our country,
NMDC will take on an en-
hanced role to strengthen
raw material supply and
give impetus to self-re-
liance in the sector.”

NMDC records best ever 
annual performance for FY 22 Mumbai, Apr 01 (PTI):

Equity markets began
the new financial year
with smart gains on
Friday, with the Sensex
rallying over 708 points to
recapture the crucial
59,000-mark following
gains in index majors
HDFC twins and Reliance
Industries, along with for-
eign fund inflows.

On the first day of trad-
ing in the new financial
year, the BSE barometer
rallied 708.18 points or 1.21
per cent to settle at
59,276.69. During the day, it
jumped 828.11 points or
1.41 per cent to 59,396.62.

The broader NSE Nifty
advanced 205.70 points or
1.18 per cent to settle at
17,670.45.

From the 30-share
Sensex pack, NTPC,
PowerGrid, IndusInd
Bank, State Bank of India,
HDFC, Mahindra &

Mahindra, HDFC Bank,
Bajaj Finance and Axis
Bank were among the lead
gainers.

In contrast, Tech
Mahindra, Sun Pharma,
Dr Reddy’s, Titan and
Infosys were the laggards.

Elsewhere in Asia, ex-
changes in Seoul and
Tokyo ended lower, while
Shanghai and Hong Kong
settled in the green.
Markets in Europe were
mostly trading higher.
France’s CAC 40 added
nearly 0.2% in early trad-
ing to 6,670.87, while
Germany’s DAX rose 0.2%
to 14,439.41. Britain’s

FTSE 100 gained 0.3% to
7,540.21. The futures for
the Dow industrials and
S&P 500 were 0.4% higher.
Japan’s benchmark
Nikkei 225 slipped 0.6% to
finish at 27,665.98. South
Korea’s Kospi lost 0.7% to
2,739.85. Australia’s
S&P/ASX 200 edged down
less than 0.1% to 7,493.80.
Hong Kong’s Hang Seng
rose 0.2% to 22,039.55,
while the Shanghai
Composite jumped 0.9% to
3,282.72.

Stock exchanges in the
US ended on a negative
note in the overnight ses-
sion.

Markets kick off FY-23 in style with over 1% gainGold and 
silver prices
rise slightly

MMuummbbaaii,,  AApprr  0011  ((PPTTII)):: Domestic
spot gold with a purity of 24
carats opened at Rs 51,822 per
10 grams, and silver at Rs
67,173 per kilogram. 10 gram of
gold in 22 carat is priced at Rs
48,100 up by Rs 450, while 100
gram in the same carat is avail-
able at Rs 4,81,000 higher by Rs
4,500 from the previous day.
Meanwhile, 24 carat in 10 gram
and 100 gram is priced at Rs
52,470 and Rs 5,24,700 up by Rs
490 and Rs 4,900 against the
previous day. As for silver, 1 kg
is priced at Rs 67,600 up by Rs
800 in India against the previous
day. Gold futures on Friday fell
by Rs 181 to Rs 51,404 per 10
grams as participants cut down
their bets amid a weak global
trend. On the Multi Commodity
Exchange, gold contracts for
April delivery declined by Rs
181 or 0.35 per cent to Rs 51,404
per 10 grams in a business
turnover of 228 lots. 

Mumbai, Apr 01 (PTI):

The ongoing Russia-
Ukraine war is likely to af-
fect the securitisation pool
performance with a lag,
and the impact will vary
across asset classes, says a
report. Stress, if any, in se-
curitised transactions is
expected to be visible in
terms of lower collections
and increased delinquen-

cies in the first quarter of
the fiscal 2022-23, India
Ratings and Research said
in a report.

“The ongoing conflict
between Russia and
Ukraine may affect the se-
curitisation pool perform-
ance with a lag, and the
impact will be varied
across asset classes,” the
agency said in its report.
With the rising fuel prices

percolating down to retail
pumps in March 2022, the
agency believes the impact
on the economy and
households will start play-
ing out in the first half of
FY23, and the impact may
get deeper, if such a geopo-
litical situation continues
for a long duration, or if
the intensity aggravates.

Consequent rating ac-
tions, if any, would be
transaction-specific, de-
pendent on the availability
of internal and external
credit enhancements and
counterparty risks, it said.

For vehicle loans, the
agency has a neutral out-
look for fiscal 2023. It ex-
pects an increase in the
cost of ownership due to
higher fuel prices and
input costs, affecting de-
mand across the auto sec-
tor.

Russia-Ukraine conflict likely to 
hit securitisation pool performance

Mumbai, Apr 01:  

JSW Paints, India’s new
age paints company and
part of US$ 13 billion JSW
Group, released its new
marketing campaign
“Sawalia” with Alia Bhatt
to coincide with IPL 2022.
The new TV campaign fea-
tures Alia Bhatt in au-
nique double role. In the
new ad campaign, Alia
Bhatt plays the quintes-
sential Indian consumer
as well as an alter ego-
Sawalia. The alter ego,
Sawalia prods the con-
sumers to ask questions
before making their choice
of paints.

Sawalia is a contextual-
ly important marketing
campaign considering
that all other paint compa-
nies in the Indian industry
charge extra for colour
and a different price for

every colour. The deeper
the colour higher is the
cost. This not only increas-
es the cost of the paints
but alsotakes away the
consumers’ ‘freedom to
choose their favourite
colour’. According to Ms
Anuradha Bose, Chief
Marketing Officer of JSW
Paints,“JSW Paints is on a
mission to give the free-
dom of choosing colours
to consumers with its ‘Any
Colour One Price’ offer-
ing. However, surprising-
ly, consumers are not even
aware that they have been
paying extra for decades
and that they no longer
have to. For this to change,
the first step is to encour-
age our consumers to
question why they are
charged extra for colour
and make them conscious
that when they don’t ques-
tion, they pay the price.

JSW releases new marketing
campaign ‘Sawalia’

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  AApprr  0011  ((PPTTII))::

The Insolvency and
Bankruptcy Board of India
(IBBI) has proposed changes to
regulations to ensure a time-
bound grievance redressal and
enforcement mechanism,
including reducing timelines
with respect to disciplinary
proceedings.

Various amendments have
been mooted by the IBBI, a key
institution in implementing the
Insolvency and Bankruptcy
Code (IBC), with respect to
norms for grievance redressal
and enforcement mechanism
for the service providers regis-
tered with it. 

Issuing a discussion paper,
the IBBI said a time-bound
enforcement mechanism will
have a positive impact on the
transparency of the institution
and stakeholder confidence. It

also noted that a delay in the
enforcement mechanism may
sometimes result in litigation,
which involves an additional
cost on the service provider as
well as the board. “Therefore,
an effective enforcement
mechanism will reduce the
said litigation. 

Further, an effective and
time-bound enforcement
mechanism will also strength-
en trust of the stakeholders in
the process and the same may
also result in increased stake-
holder participation in the
process,” the IBBI said.

IBBI proposes revised norms
to ensure time-bound

enforcement mechanism

New Delhi, Apr 01 (PTI):

India’s power consump-
tion has grown steadily at
4.6 per cent year-on-year in
March to 126.12 billion
units (BU), showing the
impact of early onset of
summers and easing of
lockdown restrictions by
states. Power consumption
in March 2021 was 120.63
BU, higher than 98.95 BU in
the same month of 2020, as
per the power ministry
data. Power consumption
in February grew by 4.6
per cent to 108.03 BU, com-
pared to 103.25 BU in
February 2021, as per
power ministry data.

According to the data,
peak power demand met or
highest supply in a day
rose to 199.29 GW in the
month under review, com-
pared to 170.16 GW in
March 2020 and 185.89 GW
in March 2021. Experts are
of the view that the power

consumption growth re-
mained steady in March
due easing of local restric-
tions imposed by states to
curb the spread of the
deadly coronavirus cou-
pled with early onset of
summers. The local re-
striction had affected in-
dustrial and commercial
demand, the experts said.

The third wave of the
pandemic hit the country
in January 2022, which
forced many states to im-
pose local restrictions like
night and weekend cur-
fews. They have also taken
measures like banning
dining in bars and restau-
rants. These restrictions
were eased gradually by

the states. The experts
opined that the power de-
mand and consumption
would show a robust
growth in the coming
months as the states have
almost lifted all local re-
strictions after a decline in
the positivity rate. Going
ahead, power consumption
would surge with in-
creased industrial and
commercial activities after
the easing of lockdown re-
strictions and due to the
longer spell of summers in
the coming months, ac-
cording to experts. Power
consumption grew 1.8 per
cent in January 2022 to
111.80 BU from 109.76 BU in
the year-ago period. It had
grown by 3.3 per cent in
December 2021 to 109.17 BU
from 105.62 BU a year ago.
In November 2021, power
consumption increased 2.5
per cent to 99.32 BU from
96.88 BU in the year-ago
month.

Power consumption grows 4.6% to 126.12 billion units in Mar

New Delhi, Apr 01 (PTI):
The country’s leading au-
tomakers Maruti Suzuki
and Hyundai Motor re-
ported a decline in dis-
patches to dealers in
March as shortage of elec-
tronic components impact-
ed production. On the
other hand, Tata Motors,
Skoda and Kia India post-
ed their highest ever
monthly wholesales last
month. Toyota Kirloskar
Motor said its dispatches
in March were the highest

in the last five years while
Mahindra & Mahindra
also reported a robust in-
crease in its passenger ve-
hicle dispatches in March.
The country’s largest car-
maker Maruti Suzuki
India (MSI) said its domes-
tic dispatches in March de-
clined 7 per cent to 1,43,899
units from 1,55,417 units in
the year-ago period.

For the full financial
year 2021-22, the company
posted a total sales of
16,52,653 units, a growth of

13 per cent over 2020-21.
“The shortage of electron-
ic components had some
impact on the production
of vehicles in FY 2021-22.
The company took all pos-
sible measures to min-
imise the impact.

As the supply situation
of electronic components
continues to be unpre-
dictable, it might have
some impact on the pro-
duction volume in FY
2022-23 as well,” MSI
noted.

Maruti, Hyundai witness
dip in wholesales in Mar

Tata Motors, Kia post highest-ever sales



Ajay throws light on equation
he shares with the cast

Sony Entertainment Television’s most loved show, Bade Achhe Lagte Hain - 2
has a fandom of its own. From anticipating on what will happen in the next
episode or talking about their favorite “ships,” with time, the show has

most definitely made a cozy place for itself in the hearts
of the viewers. While the show is predominately a

love drama, it also highlights the aspects of deep-
rooted family and friendship bonds. Set in urban
Mumbai, the show highlights the close knit
friendship of four friends who despite
having different ideologies, share

comfort, ease and a fiercely strong
equations. The show fea-

tures actors - Nakuul
Mehta as Ram and
actor Ajay Nagrath
as ‘Aditya’,
Abhinav Kapoor
as ‘Vikrant’ and

U t k a r s h
Chauhan as
‘Kunal’ as his
support system.

The four ac-
tors who play
best-friends also
share a comfortable

and easy-going rapport off camera
as well, and that, in turn trans-
lates well on the screen.

Prabhas’ shooting
for ‘Salaar' halted due to

actor’s surgery 
Shooting for Prabhas' upcoming movie 'Salaar' has

stopped as Prabhas, who had a minor surgery, is
still recovering. The doctors seem to have advised

him to rest for the coming months as well. Helmed by
'KGF' director Prashanth Neel, 'Salaar' is currently in the
making, and Prabhas was supposed to join the sets to
wrap up an important schedule. Now that the 'Mirchi'
actor is advised to take complete rest for a couple of
months more, the shooting for 'Salaar' was temporari-
ly cancelled. The 'Radhe Shyam' actor had left for
Spain for his treatment before he resumes shooting
for his upcoming movies. He had a simple surgery
which he is still recovering from, a close source re-
ports. With a long line-up, Prabhas has 'Adipurush',
'Project K', and 'Spirit' to be wrapped up in the com-
ing months, before he jumps to give a commitment to
other directors.

Star Bharat has always been ready to serve its
viewers something new, be it fiction shows or

non-fiction shows the audience has always show-
ered their love and support on the concept of

these shows. Once again Star Bharat is back
with a new fiction show where the lead

actress will be seen as a tourist guide who
will break the stereotypes inherent in this

male dominated society. Actress
Pankhuri Awasthi has been roped in

for this important and a unique role, who
has been playing many such powerful
characters in the past. Let us tell you that

the show has been shot in some promi-
nent locations of Uttarakhand to give
an authentic feel to the audience
and actress Pankhuri is super excit-
ed to bring out a different character
to the audience once again in this
show. Excited about her character
in the show, Pankhuri Awasthi
said,* “I am playing the role of
Kaju, a tourist guide in
Uttarakhand, in the upcoming
show Gud Se Meetha Ishq on Star
Bharat. The number of female
tourist guides is very less at that
place and she (Kaju) is trying her
best to eliminate the stereotypi-
cal thinking in this male domi-
nating society.” Talking about
choosing her character,
Pankhuri said,* “I always take
care of the fact that the charac-
ter offered should impresses
me instantly in the first place.
There should be something in
the character that I can
explore and learn. Every
character I have played so
far, be it big or small, each
has had its own journey. I
have played many such
important characters in
the past, who have fought
for their rights in the
society. All these roles
connect themselves to
the society that we
live in".
Stay tuned to see
Pankhuri as Kaju
only on Star
Bharat’s Gud Se
Meetha Ishq air-
ing from the 18th
April, 2022!

Ranbir Kapoor: Deep down I so
wished papa could finish
‘Sharmaji Namkeen’ 

While it was a
very special
time for

Bollywood actor
Ranbir Kapoor to
promote his father
and late actor
Rishi Kapoor's
last film
' S h a r m a j i
N a m k e e n ' ,
Ranbir says how
he wished his fa-
ther could have
finished the film.
The story of the
film revolves
around a retired
man Brij Gopal
Sharma which was
supposed to be
played by Rishi

Kapoor. Unfortunately,
Rishi Kapoor died on April 30, 2020 when the film was unfin-
ished. Eventually, veteran actor Paresh Rawal took up the char-
acter of Sharmaji and finished the film. Taking a moment to
thank the veteran actor for his graceful move, Ranbir said, "I am
extremely grateful that an actor of Mr Paresh Rawal's caliber had
stepped in and agreed to finish this film. I being an extremely big ad-
mirer of my father's work and seen the kind of passion and excitement
he had for this character; perhaps that's why there is a part of me which
always wanted that I hope he had finished this film." However, Ranbir also
added that watching two actors in the same role is exciting.

Miss Supranational 2016, Srinidhi
Shetty feels KGF was a risk
worth taking. In an exclusive

conversation with Pinkvilla, the stun-
ner opened up on feeling pressure after
the release of KGF: Part 1. She says,
"People who started with me in 2016,
have already done 10 movies and so it
does affect a little bit." 

"I knew then that I would have
only 5 mins part in the film. Yes, the
waiting can get too much for your

family, friends in terms of that
you are not getting younger and

time is running. You are only
holding on to KGF and doing

nothing else. what is
wrong with you. People

can talk like this and
in times of pan-

demic you

cannot do much but people who started
in 2016, have already done 10 movies so
it does affect a little bit. I will not lie, I
have gone through that of being anx-
ious but I knew the end results, how the
movie will turn out to be. The whole
movie is beautifully made. I have seen
the whole process, so trying to be confi-
dent," says Srinidhi who started her act-
ing journey with KGF in 2016.

The actress who has spent a major
part of her life in Mumbai and
Mangalore, reveals it was a conscious
decision to keep herself away from
singing in any film until KGF's release.
However, she did manage to sign Tamil
action thriller film Cobra alongside
Vikram in 2019.

"When I signed KGF, I decided to let it
release and then I will do something
else but it got divided into 2 parts. I
knew it will take 3-4 years but deep

down I wanted to hold on to KGF to come
out. In between, I found a nice script, a
director which I felt like doing. I signed
Cobra but yes, it was a conscious deci-
sion and equally a risk as people keep
saying female actors have a self-life in the
industry. I was holding on to this pres-
sure and didn't want to sign any films in
between. Even if it's just 5 movies in 10
years, I would be really happy and look
back on the movies I have been part of. I
don't want to rush, but be careful,"
Srinidhi confesses after being associated
with the KGF franchise for 6 years.

She adds, "I'm going slow but it is also
uncertain, because who knows I might
get something after this. I might also not
get anything. It's a risk itself."  

Srinidhi Shetty recalls her first meet-
ing with Yash on sets and calls it a
'smooth journey'. "It was our first sched-

ule in 2017, I was very nervous be-
cause I used to watch his films in
theatres and now acting with him.
He was so relaxed, chilled and
made me comfortable. Initially, I
would just acknowledge and get
that comfort but after that, it
was one smooth journey be-
cause he is a very focused
actor. If there were any in-
puts needed, he would help
me. If I would need time to
compose myself and
start acting for a shot, he
would wait. I feel lucky to
have him as a co-star for
my first film."

The film industry
loves to typecast its
actors and actress-
es. Asked if she
has a fear of
being typecast
considering she
has done only 2
films in 6 years,
Srinidhi says, "I
cannot generalise
but speak for my-
self. It doesn't af-
fect you now but
also just because
you are a part of
a Pan-India
movie, it doesn't
make you a star.
You are an actor
and if you are work-
ing well, your ac-
tions will speak
louder. I myself feel
like a beginner even
now." 

Srinidhi
Shetty was
anxious, in

pressure
after KGF 1

ACROSS
1. Hit-or-____
5. Mature
9. Make jubilant
14. Initial wager
15. Genesis garden
16. Batman's sidekick
17. Celebrity
18. Front of a scene
20. Tested
22. Attract

23. RR terminals
24. 14-line poems
26. Gawk
28. Hearing organ
29. Ballroom dance
33. Biblical vessel
36. Aspect
38. Oyster's treasure
39. Shakespearean monarch
41. Not fancy
43. Makes a hole
44. Consumed

46. Open a bottle
48. Golfer's need
49. Most immaculate
51. Author ____ Fleming
53. ____ belt
54. Quick tempo
58. Catholic service
61. Perceived
63. Mixed greens
64. Speed up
67. Orange skin
68. Stage
69. Corrupt
70. Outer limit
71. ____ of humor
72. Adorn
73. Gentle animal

DOWN
1. Sail supports
2. Preface
3. Discolored spot
4. Tranquil
5. Ump's kin
6. Adored ones
7. Andean country
8. Peppy
9. Make a mistake
10. Made less tight
11. Lean against
12. Vocalist ____ Turner
13. Conclusions
19. Transmission part
21. Hearing-impaired
25. Pitfall
27. Animation

29. Intended
30. Gallop or trot
31. Egg on
32. Ultimatum word
33. Actor ____ Baldwin
34. Actual
35. Actress ____ Winslet
37. Grouped
40. Evaluate again
42. Manicure target
45. Wind direction (abbr.)
47. Buddies
50. Comfort
52. Approached
54. Prank
55. Move smoothly
56. Kitchen stove
57. More strange
58. Atlas items
59. Hurt
60. Glance over
62. Roof projection
65. Grant's opponent
66. Lodge member
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Today, you will realise the importance
of time in the business world. Ganesha
says you will understand how much
risk is involved in going about things in
a haphazard manner. As a natural
corollary, you will revamp and resched-
ule a lot of your plans, whether it's
business or travel or just a family vaca-
tion.

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18
Your attitude is calm and matter-of-fact
when talking to others, Pisces. You tell it
like it is while omitting the frills and fan-
tasies. You have no reason to hide the truth,
so you're happy to disclose information to
any willing listener. Be careful, because
you could get into someone else's private
business uninvited. 

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20
You are currently high on life. Today is
a good day to complete all those tasks
you put on the back burner. It's also a
great day to do the things you hate
doing (read: cleaning up your closet).
If you were looking to bring in a new
business strategy, Ganesha gives the
thumbs up!

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20
There is a strong possibility that you will
put off those you love and respect on
account of your unpleasant behaviour.
Ganesha underlines the need to hold
your temper as well as your tongue. You
need to keep extra cool this day. This is
a day full of romantic possibilities. 

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

You have great business plans and
can't wait to launch a few of your ideas
today. Your colleagues will lend you
their complete support. You may spend
the evening decorating your home or
finding peace in the arms of your
beloved.

Gemini: May 22 – June 21
You will finalise business dealings with
your partners today. Your high spirits
may be subdued later in the day.
However, as evening approaches and
you get ready for a party, you will be
back in your elements, cracking jokes
and generally putting a smile on peo-
ple's faces.

Cancer: June 22 – July 22
Since when was a day complete without
a little bit of a scruff and a small squab-
ble? These are the annoying little situa-
tions that remind you just how better
the alternative is. Ganesha portends a
day in which you are jinxed with a
propensity for quarrels. 

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23
Your professional life may just bounce
up higher than ever today, predicts
Ganesha. Expect incentives as well
today. Executing plans to perfection will
come naturally to you. In the evening,
family will drown you in their uncondi-
tional love. A bright, charming day, says
Ganesha.

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

We all have our own worlds to manage,
and play the superhero for. And our
family, friends and work are what
make up our world. Ganesha foresees a
day in which you shall remain
engrossed in managing these different
aspects of your life.

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23
Proposals of your choice will come your
way today says Ganesha. You shall prob-
ably retreat into your shell in the after-
noon. But the passing hours will bring
out a different you. At work, you shall
greatly impress your boss with sparkling
results, predicts Ganesha.

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22
Expect to be on the go for business
related work. Money matters will be a
pressing issue in the afternoon. Be the
team player and catch all that comes
your co-workers' way. Expect to relax
and end the day on a cheerful, romantic
note.

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21
In all probability, you will be in a bizarre
frame of mind. At work, there will be a
sudden turn of events that shall sudden-
ly create a tottering pile of tasks on your
table. In financial matters, you are likely
to remain very cautious. 

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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MI are slow starters, but it’s 
still early days: Zaheer

Navi Mumbai: Mumbai Indians Director of Cricket
Zaheer Khan on Friday admitted that the five-time
champions are slow starters but said it is important
to keep the mood of the side upbeat in a long tourna-
ment like the IPL. As has been the case in the past, MI
had a disappointing start to the season, losing by four
wickets to Delhi Capitals in their opener on March 27.
"There have been a lot of constructive chats around
the options which we can take. You know the first
game is always a tricky one and you know traditional-
ly how we have been faring in the first game of the
tournament. So, usually we have been slow starters,"
Zaheer said ahead of their game against Rajasthan
Royals at the DY Patil stadium here on Saturday.

Thomas & Uber Cup draw sets up
some interesting matchups

Bangkok: The draws for badminton's Thomas and
Uber Cup took place in the host city of Bangkok,
Thailand on Friday. Defending Thomas Cup men's
champions Indonesia were drawn in Group A with
South Korea, hosts Thailand and Singapore.
Denmark top Group B with China, France and
Algeria while Group C is led by Chinese Taipei, fol-
lowed by India, Germany and Canada. Group D will
feature Japan, Malaysia, England and New Zealand.
In the women's Uber Cup draw, defending champions
China were drawn into Group B with rivals Chinese
Taipei, Spain and Australia. Group A is 2018 champi-
ons Japan, Indonesia, France and Germany. In Group
C are hosts Thailand, Denmark, Malaysia and Egypt.
Group D is topped by 2010 champions South Korea,
followed by India, Canada and the United States.

It was like Niagara Falls in terms 
of wetness: Fleming

Mumbai: Chennai Super
Kings head coach Stephen
Fleming has compared the
dew during his team's IPL
match against Lucknow
Super Giants to the Niagara
Falls, justifying their move to
make Shivam Dube bowl the
match-turning 19th over at
the expense of spinners. With
LSG needing 34 from 12 balls,
the duo of Man-of-the-Match
Evin Lewis and Ayush Badoni
smashed Dube for 25 runs, to bring the equation down
to nine from the last over at the Brabourne Stadium
here. First-timers LSG then knocked off the required
runs to win their first IPL match with three balls to
spare on Thursday night. "If you'd looked earlier on,
spinning options were taken out of play because it
was like Niagara Falls in terms of the wetness and
they (LSG) played well," Fleming said the virtual
post-match press conference.

India’s GS Lakshmi is match referee
for Women’s World Cup final

Christchurch: India's GS Lakshmi, the first woman
ever in the ICC international panel of match referees,
will be the match referee for the Women's World Cup
final between England and Australia here on Sunday.
Lakshmi also has the distinction of being the first
woman match referee in men's ODIs, having stood in
the role during the World Cup League 2 in the UAE in
December 2020. The Women's World Cup final at the
Hagley Oval will be overseen by four women match
officials -- the first such instance in cricket history.
Australia and England are set to face off in the final
after having outplayed West Indies and South Africa
respectively in the semi-finals.

Badoni a great find for India: KL Rahul

Mumbai: Lucknow Super Giants skipper KL Rahul
said Ayush Badoni is a strong 360-degree player and an
asset for white-ball cricket in India, after the youngster
displayed his skills with the bat in a six-wicket win
over Chennai Super Kings in the IPL on Thursday.
Badoni (19 not out in 9 balls), who scored a half-century
in the previous game, joined forces with Evin Lewis (55
not out) towards the end to help the Super Giants chase
down a mammoth 211-run target. "Badoni, I'd seen a
few videos, when you only get to see the good shots, but
the way he's been batting is phenomenal. "Strong, 360-
degree player, a great find for India and an asset for
white-ball cricket," Rahul said at the post-match pres-
entation here. The skipper also lavished praise on an-
other youngster -- leg-spinner Ravi Bishnoi -- who did a
brilliant job with the ball and was the most economical
bowler for his side, registering figures of 2/24.
"Bishnoi has a big heart, he's a fighter for a little guy,
shows the character he has to bounce back (from the
last game) with a wet ball.

Pune, Apr 01 (PTI):

They came out on top in
the battle of newcomers
but it will be a different
ball game altogether for
Gujarat Titans when they
lock horns with Delhi
Capitals in the IPL here on
Saturday.

Both Gujarat and DC
started their campaign in
the 15th edition of the lu-
crative league with wins
and they would look to
continue in the same vein
at the Maharashtra
Cricket Association
Stadium.

Injury-plagued DC will
gain strength further in
both bowling and batting,
with the likely inclusion of
Lungi Ngidi, Mustafizur
Rahman and Sarfaraz
Khan, who have completed
their three-day quaran-
tine.

The trio's return will
bolster the Delhi outfit
against an opponent that
gave enough indications of
its ability to not just com-
pete with the best but also
pull off the result it de-
sires. In their five-wicket
defeat, K L Rahul's
Lucknow Super Giants
came to know what the
Titans are capable of.

So irrespective of the
four-wicket victory over
five-time champions

Mumbai Indians in their
tournament opener, DC
know it too well that they
just cannot afford to take
the foot off the pedal.

The win against LSG
first up is definitely a huge
confidence booster, but in
Delhi Capitals, Titans face

a more seasoned oppo-
nents, who have estab-
lished themselves as one of
the top sides in recent
years, with their swash-
buckling batter-keeper
Rishabh Pant as the leader
on the field and Australian
legend Ricky Ponting

guiding them from behind
the scene.

With a strong top-order
batting, besides a well-bal-
anced bowling unit, the
Capitals have all the tools
required to embark on a
winning run early on in
the competition, so they

certainly start as
favourites against Titans.

Besides, the fact that DC
managed to overcome the
Mumbai challenge with-
out a few key players, in-
cluding flamboyant
Australian all-rounder
David Warner and

Mitchell Marsh and South
African duo of Ngidi and
Anrich Nortje, only adds
to their confidence and
makes the win more
praiseworthy.

While DC are going to
strengthen their playing
XI by making useful addi-
tions, the Titans on the
other hand may not like to
tinker with the combina-
tion that gave them their
maiden win in their very
first appearance.

Australian recruit
Matthew Wade, who was
tasked with opening the
batting alongside
Shubman Gill, is eyeing a
big one after failing to
convert his 30 in the pre-
vious game into a more
substantial contribution.

In the absence of their
top pacers, Delhi's bowl-
ing left a lot to be desired
in the opener and it will
look to do much better
against Gujarat.

Nortje hasn't played a
competitive game since
last year's T20 World Cup
due to injury. The pre-
mier fast bowler, who
missed the entire inter-
national home summer
for the Proteas, was
cleared to join the
Capitals' setup for reha-
bilitation, but a timeline
has not been set for his
recovery and return.

IPL: DC test awaits Gujarat Titans

Bhubaneswar, Apr 01 (PTI):

Fairly well-placed after
eight games, the Indian
men's hockey team would
look to annexe the top posi-
tion in the standings when
it takes on England in a
double-leg FIH Pro League
tie, starting here on
Saturday.

The second match of the
tie will be played on
Sunday.

Tokyo Olympic bronze
medallists India have so far
played eight matches this
season and are placed sec-
ond in the standings, be-
hind Germany (17 points),
with 16 points.

The Indian team defeat-
ed South Africa 10-2, 10-2
before winning a game and
losing one against France
(5-0, 2-5) and Spain (5-4, 3-5).
Recently against
Argentina, the Indians lost
2-2 (1-3 in shoot-out) before
registering a thrilling 4-3
win in the second match.

Going into tie against
England, defence remains

a major concern for the
Indians as the backline
wilted under pressure in
every match. Conceding
soft goals has been India's
bane and vice-captain
Harmanpreet Singh had no
qualms in admitting that,
saying the defenders need
to improve their decision
making going forward.
"Our main focus is to make
the team stronger match by
match. We are learning a
lot about our weakness and

strengths. We need to im-
prove our finishing, create
more penalty corners.

"The decision making
need to improve. The de-
fenders need to avoid con-
ceding penalty corners and
tackle outside the circle,"
he said during a virtual
pre-match press confer-
ence. On the contrary,
India's forwardline has
been impressive, scoring as
many as 42 goals in the
eight games. Mandeep

Singh, in particular, has
been at his best inside the
opposition circle, scoring
some important goals, in-
cluding the last-minute
match-winner against
Argentina in their previ-
ous game. Captain of the
Olympic bronze-medal
winning side, Manpreet
Singh is the backbone of
India's midfield alongside
Hardik Singh, Vivek Sagar
Prasad, Nilkanta Sharma
and Sumit.

India eye wins against England to climb
to top spot in FIH Pro League standings

Mumbai, Apr 01 (PTI):
One of ongoing IPL's men of
the moment, Lucknow Super
Giants batter Ayush Badoni
has revealed that the plan was
to avoid taking risks against
Dwayne Bravo during his
team's chase of 211 against
Chennai Super Kings here.
Set an imposing target, Badoni
(19 off 9 balls) played his role
to perfection in the company
of Evin Lewis (55 off 23) to
power LSG to a six-wicket win,
after the foundation was laid
by Quinton de Kock's 61 and
skipper KL Rahul's 40 at the
Brabourne Stadium on
Thursday.
"I know my role and I was only
told to play my natural game.
They knew that if Evin and I
click with our shots then we can
win. So there was no specific
message, we just had to play
our shots and we executed it
well," Badoni said at the virtual
post-match press conference.
Veteran all-rounder Bravo, who
became the league's highest
wicket-taker with 171 scalps
when he dismissed the danger-

ous Deepak Hooda in the 18th
over of LSG innings, had bowled
his quota of four overs by the
time Lucknow needed 34 from
the last 12 balls. With the spin-
ners finding it extremely diffi-
cult to grip the wet ball owing to
heavy dew, the ball was handed
to Shivam Dube in the 19th over,
which proved to be a match-
turning one as the duo of Lewis
and Badoni smashed his medi-
um pace bowling for 25 runs to
bring the equation down to nine
runs from the last over.

We didn’t want to take risks
when Bravo was bowling,
then went all out: Badoni

Christchurch, Apr 01 (PTI):

Tournament's leading
wicket-taker Sophie
Ecclestone has said that
England are capable of
beating the mighty
Australia on their day,
warning that her side en-
tered the ongoing World
Cup final without playing
its best cricket.

The final will be played at
the Hagley Oval on Sunday.

"Beating the Aussies in
the final, I can't really put it
into words after the Ashes
we had," she said according
to ESPNcricinfo. "I really
believe in this group and on
our day we can definitely
beat the Aussies - we've got
a great chance." England

have had a poor tun-up to
the showpiece, losing the
Ashes to their traditional
rivals before suffering a de-
feat to the Aussies in their
opening game of the World
Cup. "I know if we play our

best cricket and our bat-
ters bat the way they
can and the bowlers

bowl the way they can,
we've got such a great

unit as a team, so we'll just
focus on ourselves and do
the best we can," she said.
After losing three matches
in a disastrous start to the
tournament, England pre-
vailed in five must-win
games to earn the right to
defend the title they won at
home five years ago.

After conceded 77 runs
off her 10 overs in
England's 12-run defeat to
Australia in the group
stage, the left-arm spinner
has been instrumental in
the team's remarkable turn-
around, claiming 20 wickets
at an outstanding average
of 12.85, including a career-
best 6/36 against South
Africa in the semifinals.

Recalling the horror
start, the 22-year-old was
quoted as saying by Sky
Sports, "I think when we
lost three from three, there
were a few tears in the
changing room after the
game.

We can definitely beat Aussies
on our day: Ecclestone 

New Delhi, Apr 01 (PTI):

Rashid Khan has a fast
bowler's mindset in a spin-
ner's body with an uncom-
promising attitude when it
comes to ripping his
googlies and leg-breaks off
the surface at nearly 100

kmph.
At 23, the Afghan spin-

ner is the most sought-
after T20 freelancer on the
global league circuit with
436 wickets in 312 games.

Having started the sea-
son with an impressive
1/27 for Gujarat Titans,
Rashid is extremely hope-

ful that he can replicate
his Sunrisers Hyderabad
form for the Hardik
Pandya-led franchise. So is
Rashid an "aggressive fast
bowler at heart" or "a sci-
entist" ready to pull off
new tricks? 

"I am a "spin fast"
bowler because of the pace
at which I bowl. It is very
hard to spin the ball at that
pace and for that I think
that it requires a different
kind of skill-set," Rashid
told PTI in an exclusive in-
terview.

"The speed at which I
bowl is somewhere be-
tween 96 kmph to 100
kmph. It is hard to gener-
ate turn at that pace but I
would rather bowl at that
speed than bring it down
to 70 to 75 kmph.

"I have always been a big
fan of bowling quick leg
spin. I have just been try-
ing different experiments
with my bowling in the
nets and it's really help-
ing," he added.

I call myself ‘spin-fast’
bowler: Rashid Khan

Miami Gardens, Apr 01 (AP):

Naomi Osaka's eyes
welled with tears when her
match ended, an all-too-fa-
miliar scene for her in re-
cent years. These were of
the happy variety. For the
former world No 1, that's
major progress.

The unseeded Osaka de-
feated No 22 Belinda
Bencic 4-6 6-3 6-4 on
Thursday in the Miami
Open semifinals. She's in a
championship match for
the first time since the 2021
Australian Open, and will
meet either No 16 Jessica
Pegula or No 2 Iga Swiatek
on Saturday. "Damn, I'm al-
most crying," Osaka said.

Maybe not even almost.
She hid her face in an or-
ange towel a few times
right after the match

ended, at least one tear
clearly making its way
down her right cheek.
Osaka entered this tourna-
ment ranked No 77 in the
world, will leave Miami no
worse than 36th and would
be back in the top 30 if she
wins the title. It has been a
long, trying and often emo-
tional ride for Osaka since
her win in the 2018 US
Open final over Serena
Williams. She was rattled
during a loss at Indian
Wells on March 12 follow-
ing a derogatory shout
from a spectator, withdrew
from last year's French
Open to address her men-
tal state and left last year's
US Open in tears.

But in South Florida,
one of the places she con-
siders home, it's been all
support from the fans.

Osaka tops Bencic to make
Miami Open women’s final



Thiruvananthapuram, Apr 01 (PTI) 

Kerala Tourism
Development Corporation
(KTDC) has come out with
an attractive Caravan
Holidays' package, which
offers tourists a high-end
experience of travelling
through the panoramic set-
tings at an affordable rate
with an array of frills, in-
cluding free breakfast and
parking.

Under the package, a
tourist can enjoy all com-
forts and compliments
while travelling on a luxu-
ry caravan paying Rs 3,999
plus tax per person per
night. The ride fare per
kilometre has been fixed at

Rs 40 and each caravan will
carry up to four adults and
two children, an official
statement said here on
Friday.

As Kerala's premium
hospitality service
provider, the state-run
KTDC has signed the agree-
ment with caravan service
providers opting to operate
under the package, it said.

An initial safari circuit
worked out as part of the
package covers
Kumarakom-Vagamon-
Thekkady route. Starting
from lake-side Kumarakom
in the morning, the cara-
van will reach Vagamon in
the afternoon, covering a
distance of 80-100 km

through the scenic settings
of central Kerala. The
package offers free parking
and bonfire experience for
tourists at Keravan
Meadows in Vagamon, it
said.

The next day, the journey
will resume to take visitors
to eco-tourism hub
Thekkady, where they will
be provided stay at one of
KTDC's properties.
Tourists can opt for a single
day journey or travel
through the entire route.

"It is significant that
KTDC is launching this
highly attractive package
when tourism activities are
back in full swing in
Kerala. This wholesome

package aims at providing
a high-end experience to
domestic as well as foreign
tourists at a reasonable
rate," said P K Sasi,
Chairman, KTDC.

This will also help stake-
holders in the tourism sec-
tor to recover from the
downturn caused by the
staggered COVID-19 pan-
demic, Tourism Director V
R Krishna Teja said.

This is the first package
to be announced as part of
the recently-launched cara-
van tourism project. The
response from the industry
to the 'Caravan Holidays'
has been encouraging, said
V Vigneshwari, Managing
Director, KTDC.

Jaipur, Apr 01 (PTI) 

The country's tallest in-
patient department build-
ing will come up in the
next 32 months at state-run
Sawai Man Singh Hospital
in Rajasthan's Jaipur, offi-
cials said on Friday. The
foundation stone of the in-
patient department (IPD)
tower and the Institute of
Cardiovascular Sciences at
Sawai Man Singh Medical
College will be laid on
April 5.

A two-day Nirogi
Rajasthan Medifest will
also be organised, showcas-
ing achievements of the

government in the field of
medicine. Jaipur
Development Authority
Commissioner Gaurav
Goyal said the 22-storey
hospital tower will be built
at Rs 588 crore and will
have 16 lifts. There will be
an arrangement for the
landing of a helicopter on
the rooftop for a swift
organ transplant service,
he said. The IPD tower will
be constructed at the place
where a cottage ward ex-
ists at the Jaipur hospital.
In the first phase, 12 floors
will be completed.
Principal Secretary,
Medical Education,

Vaibhav Galariya, told re-
porters at a press confer-
ence that the foundation
stone of the Institute of
Cardiovascular Sciences
will also be laid on April 5.

In this, six OPD rooms,
34 general beds, 53 ICUs,
five cath labs and three op-
eration theatres have been
proposed, he added. He
said at the two-day Nirogi
Rajasthan Medifest, people
will be able consult expert
doctors on various type of
diseases. The event will be
open to the public on April
5 and 6, he said, adding that
it will be broadcast live on
social media platforms.

Maha forest official cycles
294 km to take charge

Mumbai, Apr 01 (PTI): 

A forest officer in
Maharashtra led from the
front on issues of environ-
ment conservation and
wildlife protection by cy-
cling 294 kilometres from
Pune to Kolhapur to take
charge at his new posting.

Nanasaheb Ladkat,
who turned 59 some
months ago, cycled on
Wednesday, covering a
couple of ghat stretches
amid the scorching sum-
mer heat, to reach
Kolhapur after 17 hours,
of which 12 hours were
spent pedaling.

"I used to cycle as a
hobby. My earlier cycling
sessions never crossed the

60-kilometre range in a
day. However, when I was
transferred to Kolhapur, I
decided to cycle the whole
distance, that too in a sin-
gle day," the official said.

"I needed some breaks
as the heat was stifling.
The Khambataki ghat be-
tween Pune and Satara
districts was quite chal-
lenging, but I managed it,
he added.

Ladkat, who reached
Kolhapur late Wednesday
evening, took charge as
field director and conser-
vator of Sahyadri Tiger
Reserve, which is spread
over Satara and Kolhapur
and also encompasses
parts of Ratnagiri and
Sindhudurg districts.

BJP first party since 1990 to
touch 100-seat mark in RS

New Delhi, Apr 01 (PTI): 

For the first time in its
history, the BJP has
achieved the feat of having
100 members in Rajya
Sabha after the party won
one seat each in Assam,
Tripura and Nagaland in
the elections held on
Thursday. In the recently
held biennial polls for 13
Rajya Sabha seats across
six states, the BJP lost its
solitary seat from Punjab
but gained one each from
the three northeastern
states and Himachal
Pradesh where all five out-
going members were from
opposition parties.

In Punjab, the Aam
Aadmi Party won all five
seats. While the Rajya

Sabha website is yet to noti-
fy the new tally, the BJP's
numbers will reach 100 if
the three seats it has gained
in the latest round of elec-
tions are added to the exist-
ing 97. The BJP's tally, de-
spite way short of majority
in the 245-member House,
highlights its continuous
rise since Prime Minister
Narendra Modi led it to its
majority in Lok Sabha in
the 2014 polls. The BJP's
strength in Rajya Sabha
was 55 in 2014 and has since
steadily inched up as the
party won power in a num-
ber of states. The last time
a party had 100 or more
seats in the Upper House
was in 1990 when the then
ruling Congress had 108
members before its steady

decline after its numbers
fell to 99 in the 1990 bienni-
al polls and continued to de-
cline as a stream of states
fell out of its rule and coali-
tion era began and contin-
ued till 2014.

However, the saffron
party's hold of the land-
mark may be tenuous as
polls to around 52 more
seats will be held soon, and
it is expected to suffer re-
verses in states like
Andhra Pradesh,
C h h a t t i s g a r h ,
Maharashtra, Rajasthan,
Jharkhand. Whether the
BJP's expected gains from
Uttar Pradesh, where it
may win at least eight of
the 11 expected vacancies,
will make for the loss re-
mains to be seen.

Mumbai, Apr 01 (PTI): 

The Congress in
Maharashtra on Friday ac-
cused Prime Minister
Narendra Modi of ignoring
critical issues facing the
country and sought to
know when he will hold an
interactive session on ris-
ing inflation. State
Congress president Nana
Patole said the PM was en-
grossed in organising
events like 'Pariksha Pe
Charcha', his annual inter-
action with students, and
seems to have no time to ad-
dress pressing issues like
inflation, sluggish econom-
ic growth and rising unem-
ployment.

"The PM is ignoring
burning issues of the coun-

try. The 'publicity minister'
is engrossed in organising
events," he said. The people
of the country are strug-
gling with rising inflation
and the youths are finding
it difficult to get jobs. The
Prime Minister is not even
talking about the problems
being faced by farmers and
workers, the Congress
leader said. "When will

Prime Minister Modi, who
is busy doing 'Chai Pe
Charcha', 'Pariksha Pe
Charcha', do 'Mehangai Pe
Charcha' (discussion on ris-
ing inflation)? Patole asked.

The MPCC president
said rising fuel prices and
inflation have made life dif-
ficult for the common citi-
zens. Prices of petrol and
diesel are going up every-
day for the last 10 days and
the rate of commercial
LPG has just been in-
creased by Rs 250 per cylin-
der, he said. "Inflation has
affected people at all levels.
Even a cup of tea is now be-
yond the reach of the com-
mon citizens. The Centre
has not taken any firm
steps to control skyrocket-
ing prices.
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Students wearing traditional costumes celebrate Ugadi festival, at a college in Chennai, Friday.

UGADI FEST

New Delhi, Apr 01 (PTI): 

Union Minister for
Women and Child
Development Smriti Irani
told the Lok Sabha on
Friday that her ministry
has decided to join hands
with the Indian Academy
of Pediatrics for valida-
tion of the data on mal-
nourished children in the
country.

In February, when the
height and weight of 1
crore children were meas-

ured according to WHO
yardstick, it was found
that just 2 per cent of them
were severely acutely mal-
nourished, she said while
replying to a question in
the House.

"But if you match it
with the NFHS (National
Family Health Survey)
data, it comes at 19 per
cent there... We cannot
publish it until we validate
this data with that of the
Indian Academy of
Paediatrics," Irani said.

"Last week, we decided
to enter into an agreement
with the Indian Academy
of Paediatrics," she added.
Under this agreement, the
minister said as many as
30,000 pediatrician across
the country will offer their
services in validating the
data collected on "well-
nourished or malnour-
ished" children through
Poshan Tracker App.

‘Roping in IAP to validate
NFHS data on malnutrition’

Bhopal, Apr 01 (PTI): 

In a reshuffle of senior
Indian Administrative
Service (IAS) officers, the
Madhya Pradesh govern-
ment has appointed Malay
Shrivastava as the new
chairman of the
Professional Examination
Board (PEB), earlier
known as Vyapam, official
sources said on Friday.

He succeeded senior bu-
reaucrat ICP Keshari who
retired from service on
Thursday. Keshari was
also serving as the vice-
chairman of the
Narmada Valley
Development Authority
(NVDA) at the time of his
retirement.

Shrivastava will con-
tinue to hold the charge
of additional chief secre-
tary (ACS) in the public
health engineering de-
partment, the sources

said. Senior IAS officer S
N Mishra has been posted
as the vice-chairman of
NVDA in place of
Keshari. Mishra will con-
tinue to hold the charge
of ACS (water resources
and transport) besides
heading NVDA, the
sources said.

Another senior IAS offi-
cer and additional chief
secretary (agriculture)
Ajit Kesari has been ap-
pointed the director gen-
eral (DG) of the RCPV
Naronha Academy of
Administration.

Kesari will continue to
hold the charge of ACS
(agriculture), the sources
said. Senior IAS officer and
principal secretary (person-
nel department) Deepti
Gaud Mukherjee will be re-
lieved from the additional
charge of the DG, RCPV
Naronha Academy of
Administration, they said.

Reshuffle in MP
bureaucracy

Devotees take part in Chari Yatra, on the occasion of the Navratri festival, from Jammu to Mata Vaishno Devi shrine, in Jammu, Friday.

CHARI YATRA

Bengaluru, Apr 01 (PTI): 

Setting the mood for
Assembly elections in
Karnataka due next year,
former Congress President
Rahul Gandhi on Friday
exhorted party leaders in
the State to work together,
as he set an ambitious tar-
get to win a minimum of
150 seats. He said Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
used to speak about cor-
ruption in his election ral-
lies, but the country's
"most corrupt govern-
ment" is in Karnataka, run
by the BJP.

Gandhi said the
Congress will win in
Karnataka with a huge ma-
jority in the 225-member
assembly, and will form a
government that will work
for poor, weaker sections,

small traders , small and
medium businesses, and
take the state on the "right
path once again". "We are
faced with an election in
Karnataka, and Karnataka
has always had the spirit of
the Congress party. This is
a natural Congress state,"
Gandhi said.

Addressing Karnataka
Pradesh Congress
Committee's extended ex-
ecutive meeting here, he
said, "We should be very
clear in our mind that we
are going to get not less
than 150 seats. So we
should start our calcula-
tions." 

Noting that winning a
minimum 150 seats is not a
difficult task, Gandhi said,
this is actually quite an
easy one for Congress, if
the party gets together,

fights together in a united
way, fights on the right is-
sues and if it guarantees
merit as the criteria for
candidates, leaders and
workers. He said it is very

important to promote peo-
ple based on the service
they have done for the
party, instead of promoting
those based on likes and
dislikes.

"....we should be ab-
solutely ruthless with this
idea. I don't think we
should be deciding tickets
based on past history, what
a person has done 20 years
ago. I think we should be
basing tickets on the work
the person is doing for the
party today," he said,
adding that loyal, good rep-
resentatives of the party,
must be protected and re-
warded. This is the first
visit of the top Congress
leader to the State as it pre-
pares for the assembly
elections, amid specula-
tions that early polls is also
a possibility.

‘BJP-run K’taka govt is 
country’s most corrupt’

Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi addresses a meeting
with Congress MPs, MLAs,
MLCs and other state 
leaders, at KPCC office, in
Bengaluru, Friday.

When will PM hold
‘Mehangai Pe Charcha’?

After transfer from Pune to Kolhapur

IRANI TELLS LS

Smriti Irani

‘Jaipur hospital to have 
country’s tallest in-patient 

department tower’

BMC’s property
tax collection

rises by Rs 700 cr 
Mumbai, Apr 01 (PTI)
The property tax collected
by the Mumbai civic body
for the fiscal 2021-22 in-
creased by Rs 700 crore
from the previous finan-
cial year and touched a
record Rs 5,792 crore de-
spite the coronavirus-in-
duced pandemic as well as
a tax waiver on homes of
up to 500 square feet, an of-
ficial said on Friday. A
Brihanmumbai Municipal
Corporation release said
three out of the metropolis'
24 wards collected 30 per
cent more tax than the pre-
vious year, while F-South
ward, which comprises
areas like Parel, Lalbaug,
Sewri and Wadala, saw
property tax collections
rise by 34 per cent when
compared to 2020-21.

KTDC launches Kerala’s first 
caravan tourism package



New Delhi, Apr 01 (PTI): 

Even though some
states have decided to
stop penalising people

for not wearing masks as
COVID-19 cases continue to
drop, healthcare experts are
of the opinon that it is too
early to completely do away
with the restriction.

They have advised people
to voluntarily mask up in
order to also stay protected
from infections such as in-
fluenza and swine-flu, apart
from coronavirus. The

Maharashtra and Delhi gov-
ernments recently decided
to ease the restriction on the
compulsory wearing of face
masks in public, a norm
that was in place for two
years and its violation at-
tracted a fine of Rs 2,000.

Reacting to the develop-
ment, renowned virologist
T Jacob John said since the
pandemic is "over" in India,
the use of mask is no longer
needed to reduce the SARS-
CoV-2 transmission. The
mask mandate has lived its
time and there is no longer

justification for its continu-
ation as "mandate".

But it is a good idea to
promote the voluntary
wearing of masks in public
places to reduce inhalation
of dust and other respirato-
ry transmitted agents, in-
cluding TB bacilli, flu virus,
other respiratory viruses
like syncytial virus, aden-
ovirus, common cold virus-
es etc, he said. "It is a habit
that will reduce diseases.
Currently, we see kidney
transplant patients wearing
masks; everyone will bene-

fit -- in buses, trains, aero-
planes etc," John, the for-
mer director of the Indian
Council for Medical
Research's Centre of
Advanced Research in
Virology, told PTI.

"My personal opinion is
that there ought to be active
promotion of mask-wearing
in all hospital premises, in
outpatient clinics and all
queues and waiting areas.
There I am not averse to
even a mandate. For staff
and patients, relatives, visi-
tors etc," John added.

Hike
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: CNG price in
the national capital on
Friday was hiked by 80
paise per kg on the back
of the government raising
input natural gas prices
to record levels. CNG
price in the National
Capital Territory (NCT) of
Delhi has been increased
to Rs 60.81 per kg from
Rs 60.01, according to
information posted on the
website of Indraprastha
Gas Ltd (IGL) -- the firm
which retails CNG and
piped cooking gas in the
national capital. 

Bribe
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: The CBI has
arrested an assistant divi-
sional engineer of Central
Railway for allegedly
receiving a Rs 1.80 lakh
bribe for clearing a con-
tractor's Rs 89.55 bills,
officials said on Friday.
The probe agency has
registered a case against
A B Chaturvedi, Assistant
Divisional Engineer
(South), Central Railway,
posted in Nagpur on a
complaint that he alleged-
ly demanded a bribe of
two per cent of the total
pending bill amount of Rs
89.55 lakh, they said.

Arrested 
SSrriinnaaggaarr:: Three militant
associates belonging to
Jaish-e-Mohammad (JeM)
were arrested from
Pulwama district of Jammu
and Kashmir on Friday, offi-
cials said. A police
spokesman identified the
arrested men as Owais
Altaf, a resident of Jandwal,
Aqib Manzoor, a resident of
Gudoora, and Waseem
Ahmad Pandit, a resident of
Karimabad areas of
Pulwama in south Kashmir.

Explosion
GGuurruuggrraamm:: A 45-year-old
mechanic died on Friday
after an air-conditioner
compressor exploded, caus-
ing a fire at his residence
here, police said. The fire
broke out around 8.30 am
at the residence of Sanjay
Kumar, an AC-refrigerator
mechanic, in Manohar
Nagar near Pataudi Chowk
here, they said. 
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Miss Universe 2021 Harnaaz
Kaur Sandhu offers prayers

at the Golden temple, in
Amritsar, Friday.

New Delhi, Apr 01 (PTI): 

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Friday
asked students to not get
stressed as they have suc-
cessfully overcome exams
earlier as well, and also
urged parents and teach-
ers to not force their unful-
filled dreams and aspira-
tions upon children.

Interacting with stu-
dents appearing for board
examinations in the fifth
edition of 'Pariksha Pe
Charcha', Modi said tech-
nology is not a bane and
should be used effectively
as he took questions from
them as well as teachers
on several issues.

Students can use 'online'

medium to gain knowl-
edge and execute it offline,
he added. He advised stu-
dents to celebrate exams
as festivals and without
any stress. "You are not
giving exams for the first

time. In a way, you are
exam-proof. Thus, do not
be stressed. Remember
that you have successfully
overcome exams before,"
he said.

This is my favourite pro-
gramme but due to Covid I
couldn't meet you. This

gives me special happiness
as I am meeting you after a
long time, PM Modi told
the audience at the
Talkatora Stadium here
drawing a loud round of
applause. To a question, he
also noted that the
National Education Policy

announced by his govern-
ment has been whole-
heartedly welcomed by
every section of the coun-
try, and said consultative
process for it was exhaus-
tive. Outdated ideas and
policies from the 20th cen-
tury can't guide India's de-
velopment trajectory in
the 21st century, he said,
adding that change has to
come with times.

Kenny Patel from
Gujarat's Vadodara asked
how can one complete syl-
labus along with proper re-
vision and also get proper
sleep. Why are you scared?
It's not the first time you
are taking exams. Now
you are reaching the last
mile.

Raigarh, Apr 01: 

A woman corporator al-
legedly committed suicide
in  Raigarh district after ac-
cusing a local journalist of
spreading misinformation
about her, police said on
Friday.

The journalist, identified
as Amit Pandey, has been
arrested on the charge of
abetment of suicide, they
said.

Sanjana Sharma (40), a
corporator of the ruling
Congress in the Raigarh

municipal corporation, al-
legedly consumed a poison-
ous substance on the inter-
vening night of Wednesday

and Thursday, said
Abhinav Kant Singh,
Station House Officer
(SHO) of Chakradharnagar

police station. She died dur-
ing treatment at a hospital
on Thursday afternoon, he
added. A handwritten com-
plaint addressed to the
Chakradharnagar SHO
was recovered from
Sharma's room which stat-
ed that the corporator was
disturbed over `false' news
reports published against
her by Pandey, the officer
said. She also accused
Pandey. who works for a
news portal, of spreading
misinformation against her
on a social media platform,
and said if anything hap-
pened to her, the journalist
should be held responsible,
the SHO said.

Akola, Apr 01: 

Two teenage girls al-
legedly committed suicide
by jumping off a train in
Maharashtra's Akola dis-
trict, police said on Friday.

The incident took place
at around 9:30pm on
Wednesday at Manarkhed
railway post under Ural
police station limits, an of-
ficial said. " Baby Rajput
and Pooja Giri, both 19 and
residents of Janjgir
Champa district in neigh-
bouring Chhattisgarh,
jumped off the Mumbai-
Kolkata train. They were
studying in an ITI in that
state and were wearing its
uniform at the time of
death," he said. "The two

girls, who are cousins, had
left their homes in Champa
area in Chhattisgarh four
days ago and a missing
complaint had been filed
there.

New Delhi, Apr 01 (PTI): 

The Income Tax depart-
ment has notified forms
for filing I-T returns for
2021-22 fiscal, which also
seek details of income
from overseas retirement
benefit accounts from tax-
payers.

The Income Tax returns
forms 1-5 have been noti-
fied by the Central Board
of Direct Taxes (CBDT).

ITR Form 1 (Sahaj) and
ITR Form 4 (Sugam) are

simpler forms that cater to
a large number of small
and medium taxpayers.

Sahaj can be filed by an
individual having income
up to Rs 50 lakh and who
receives income from
salary, one house property
and other sources (inter-
est, etc). ITR-4 can be filed
by individuals, HUFs and
firms with total income up
to Rs 50 lakh and having
income from business and
profession. ITR-3 is filed
by people having income
as profits from business/
profession, while ITR-5 is
filed by LLPs. While the
ITR-1 form has been kept
broadly the same as last
year, the new addition to

the form was the inclusion
of income from a retire-
ment benefit account
maintained in a foreign
country for the calculation
of net salary. It also seeks
details on whether or not
the said retirement benefit
account was maintained
in a notified country
under section 89A of the I-
T Act. Taxpayers can also
claim relief from taxation
under section 89A on this
income. This will pave the
way for the government
technology team to devel-
op Excel utility well in
time, helping the taxpay-
ers for early filings, AMRG
& Associates Senior
Partner Rajat Mohan said.

New Delhi, Apr 01 (PTI): 

The government has not
received any proposal after
June 2019 to increase the
number of judges of the
Supreme Court, Lok Sabha
was informed on Friday.

Responding to a question
on the sanctioned strength
of the apex court, Law
Minister Kiren Rijiju said
at present it stands at 34 (in-
cluding the chief justice of
India). The working
strength of the top court is
32, leaving two vacancies to
be filled. He explained that
The Supreme Court

(Number of Judges) Act
1956, as originally enacted,
provided for the maximum
number of judges (exclud-
ing the chief justice of
India) to be 10.

This number was in-
creased to 13 by the
Supreme Court (Number of
Judges), Amendment Act,
1960, and to 17 by another
amendment to the law. The
Supreme Court (Number of
Judges) Amendment Act,
1986 augmented the
strength of the Supreme
Court judges from 17 to 25,
excluding the CJI.

Subsequently, a fresh

amendment in 2009 further
augmented the strength of
top court judges from 25 to
30.

"The Chief Justice of
India vide letter dated June
21, 2019 requested the gov-
ernment to consider aug-
menting the judge-strength
in the Supreme Court ap-
propriately. Though there
has been no criteria for fix-
ing the judge strength of
the Supreme Court, in view
of the number of cases
pending disposal, an in-
crease in the judge strength
was considered by govern-
ment.

Bengaluru, Apr 01 (PTI) 

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah on Friday expressed
strong confidence that solu-
tions to all problems in the
world are hidden in the Vedas
and Upanishads, and safe-
guarding and promoting them
is like working for the welfare
of the world and its peace.
He was speaking at the
ground-breaking ceremony
for construction of a 400-bed
hospital at Sathya Sai Grama
in Muddehahalli near here.
".....we should not just pre-

serve our traditions because
it is ours. I have strong faith
that solutions to all problems
of the world are hidden in
Vedas and Upanishads. If we
follow it, keep it safe and
promote it, it will be like
working for world peace and
welfare of the world," Shah
said.
He said Indian music and
dance are composed in such
a way that they are not just
for giving joy to one's mind,
it is for giving lasting peace
to the mind and bringing it to
a steady state.

ED notice to 
BSE-listed company
New Delhi, Apr 01 (PTI) 
A show-cause notice of Rs 7,272
crore for an alleged contraven-
tion of the provisions of the
FEMA has been issued against a
BSE-listed company, Transcorp
International Limited, and its
promoters, the ED said on
Friday.
The agency, in a statement, said
the company and its board of
directors made "serious lapses"
as regards mandatory require-
ments in accordance with extant
RBI master directions and
instructions on know-your-cus-
tomer (KYC) norms, anti-money
laundering (AML) standards.

PARIKSHA PE CHARCHA

Celebrate exams as festivals: PM
Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Friday urged society to treat sons
and daughters without any differentiation and give them an equal
opportunity, asserting that if a society slips in recognising girls' abil-
ities then it can never progress. Modi made these remarks while
answering a question in an interaction with students during "Pariksha
Pe Charcha", and noted that things have now changed from a time
when discrimination between boys and girls was perceptible. Girls
are estimated to outnumber boys among new students, he said,
adding that every Indian can now be proud of the spirit and aspira-
tions of girls. "Now, girls have become a big asset and strength for
every family. The more this change occurs, the better it is," he said.

‘If society fails to recognise girls, it can never progress’
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Two teen girls from
Chh’garh end lives
By jumping off train

The incident took place at
around 9:30pm on Wednesday
at Manarkhed railway post
under Ural police station lim-
its.  Baby Rajput and Pooja
Giri, both 19 and residents of
Janjgir Champa district ,
jumped off the Mumbai-
Kolkata train. They were
studying in an ITI in that state
and were wearing its uniform
at the time of death. The two
girls, who are cousins, had
left their homes in Champa
area in Chhattisgarh four days
ago and a missing complaint
had been filed there.

About the incident

Govt notifies ITR forms for 2021-22
Seeks details of
income from 
overseas retirement
benefit a/c

Woman corporator commits suicide
Journalist held for
‘abetment’ Sanjana Sharma (40), a corporator of the ruling Congress in the

Raigarh municipal corporation, allegedly consumed a poisonous
substance on the intervening night of Wednesday and
Thursday. She died during treatment at a hospital on Thursday
afternoon. The journalist, identified as Amit Pandey, has been
arrested on the charge of abetment of suicide. A handwritten
complaint addressed to the Chakradharnagar SHO was recov-
ered from Sharma's room which stated that the corporator was
disturbed over `false' news reports published against her by
Pandey. She also accused Pandey. who works for a news portal,
of spreading misinformation against her on a social media plat-
form, and said if anything happened to her, the journalist
should be held responsible.

About the suicide 
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‘No fresh proposal received to
increase number of SC judges’

‘Solutions to all problems 
hidden in Vedas, Upanishads’
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Bhilai, Apr 01: On Friday,
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel announced that a
state-level award will be
named after Bahadur
Kalarin. He added that this
honor would be given dur-
ing the state foundation day
ceremony organized on
November 1 every year.

He asked the office bear-
ers of the Dadsena Kalar
Samaj to make a detailed
proposal in this regard.
Chief Minister was ad-
dressing a gathering organ-
ised by Dadsena Kalar
Samaj at village Kesra of
Patan Block. On this occa-
sion, on the request of the
Samaj, the Chief Minister
announced to provide Rs 25
lakh for community build-
ing in Kesara.

Along with this, the

Chief Minister also an-
nounced to provide Rs 20
lakh for the Bahadur
Kalarin Mahavidyalaya es-
tablished by the society.
Chief Minister said that
the Godhan Nyay Yojana
and Gauthan model of

Chhattisgarh government
are being adopted in the en-
tire country. Jharkhand
has accepted it in the same
format. Delegations are vis-
iting Chhattisgarh from all
over the country to see the
Gauthans.

It has been established as
a strong model of rural de-
velopment. Chief Minister
further said that Gauthan
is being established as a
rural livelihood centre.
Arrangements are being
made in C-mart for the sale

of the products manufac-
tured in gauthans. The
Chief Minister said that
their main emphasis is on
value addition. When the
people process the forest
produce and sell it as a
brand, then only they will

be able to get a good in-
come. He also gave the ex-
ample of Tikhur of
Kondagaon.

Earlier, Tikhoor was
used during fast in
Chhattisgarh, now it has
been recognized across the

country. Chhattisgarh's for-
est produce has amazing
taste and nutritious proper-
ties. "We have added value
to them and now huge prof-
it potential has been creat-
ed for the forest produce
collectors", he added.

On this occasion, the
Chief Minister said that
women in baadi of
Borenda have earned an in-
come of Rs 12 lakh. Narva
Garva Ghurva Bari
Scheme is ensuring rapid
economic development in
rural areas. Praising the
Sinha community, the
Chief Minister said that
the Samaj has done impor-
tant work to take forward
its people with its solidari-
ty. Balod MLA Sangeeta
Sinha also addressed the
gathering.

She said that people have
got opportunities of eco-
nomic income on a large
scale through schemes like
the Chief Minister's
Godhan Nyay Yojana.
Union President Deepak
Sinha and Risali Mayor
Shashi Sinha also ad-
dressed the gathering.

JNV students watch live telecast of PM’s Pariksha Pe Charcha
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Apr 01:
Examination was an alias
of stress and anxiety but
the Prime minister turned
it into a festival or a happy
event by conducting
'Pariksha Pe Charcha' edi-
tions. On Friday, the staff
and students of Jawahar
Navodaya Vidyalaya (JNV,
Durg became the witness
of one of the most awaited
events in examinations.

Jawahar Navodaya
Vidyalaya Principals were
appointed as Nodal officers
for PPC 22 for their respec-
tive districts across the

country. School level pro-
grams like interviews of
students, talk shows, skits
and role plays were held in
Vidyalaya.

Venue Principal and
Vice Principal shared their
views about the role of
PPC 22. In this series,
celebrities, academicians,
and administration offi-
cials were invited to share
their views to reduce exam
stress.

The Venue Principal D
Sriniwas Rao welcomed Dr
Bhupendra Kuldeep
(Registrar of Hemchand
Yadav University, Durg)
who was the chief guest for

the venue programme on
Friday at JNV, Durg. A
group of students greeted
the guest with melodious
song 

Dr Bhupendra Kuldeep
is the controller and head
of examination in the
Hemchand Yadav
University, Durg. He is the
Navodaya alumni and stu-
dent of the launching
batch of JNV Raipur. He is
a polyglot and well
renowned writer. He wrote
on exam phobia, stress
management and motiva-
tion. He has been perform-
ing the duty as the
Controller of Examination

since 2016.
Dr Bhupendra Kuldeep

shared his personal experi-
ence of learning at
Navodaya Vidyalaya which
gave him motivations for
his successful life. He
shared his views on exam
phobia to reduce the stress.
He discussed how to man-
age pre-exam phobia, post
exam phobia, pre-result
phobia and post result pho-
bia. He also shared some
tips to be calm in academic
exams as well as in the
zigzag of life. He focused
on the importance of
human life . Ups and
downs of life can be man-

aged with the help of moti-
vation and positive think-
ing. He added that be opti-
mistic and don't be afraid
of struggle because the
struggles are the boost of
soar high and high. He
gave a mantra that do the
work silently and let the
success roar. He concluded
his motivational and inspi-
rational speech by saying
thanks to Navodaya
Vidyalaya Samiti's contri-
bution in his life.

Venue Vice-Principal Dr
Sanjay Sinha motivated
the students for the forth-
coming examinations and
showed his gratitude to the

Chief Guest for attending
the program.

The main programme
was on air from Talkatora
Stadium Delhi. The special
arrangements were made
in the School MP Hall for
viewing the live telecast.
All Staff members and stu-
dents turned attentive for
the said program. They
saw the Prime Minister's
visit in The Art Gallery,
which was prepared by stu-
dents of KVS, NVS, Public
Schools and States Schools.

Dharmendra Pradhan,
Minister of Education,
hailed the Prime Minister
as the host of PPC 2022.

Prime Minister started
addressing the students
and parents with his most
known confidence and en-
ergy. His gestures and body
language are a remedy for
exam stress.

JNV students enjoyed
the event and stayed tuned
with the programme and
the guidance of the Prime
minister. They listened to
all the exam aspirants like
Shri Dhar from Railway
school Bilaspur, Kethy
from Delhi, Khushi from
Gujarat and Tarun, a stu-
dent from Jawahar
Navodaya Vidyalaya DGM
Halli etc. They raised their

doubts and exam phobia in
front of the Prime
Minister. He answered
them with his unique style
that soothed the aspirants.
He touched  all the aspects
of exams, stress, phobia,
anxiety, and career. The
PM highlighted the Role of
Teachers and Parents for
academic excellence and
grooming of the students
respectively. The pro-
gramme ended at 1:24pm
and all the students and
teachers moved to their re-
spective duties with zeal,
enthusiasm and positive
approach for forthcoming
examinations.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Apr 01:
Surmounting several chal-
lenges during the year,
SAIL-Bhilai Steel Plant
concluded the financial
year 2021-22 breaking sev-
eral records. The spirited
Bhilai Collective put up a
sterling performance as a
result of which the Plant
could record best ever
overall performance dur-
ing the year.

Record-breaking per-
formances include best
ever finished steel produc-
tion of 3.784 million
tonnes (MT), surpassing
the previous best of 3.604
MT achieved in the year
2008-09 and best ever
Saleable Steel production
of 4.666 MT, surpassing
previous best of 4.565 MT
achieved in the year 2010-
11.

Best ever loading of
4.706 MT of Saleable Steel
was recorded by the Plant,
surpassing previous best
of 4.541 MT in the year
2010-11. The Plant record-
ed best ever total loading

of 26.40 lakh T for direct
despatches, surpassing
previous best of 22.72 lakh
T in the year 2019-20.

Thrust on ramping-up
production from MODEX
units yielded positive re-
sults including best ever
production of 7.18 lakh T
recorded by at BRM, sur-
passing the previous best
of 3.84 lakh T achieved in
the year 2020-21. Best ever
production of 2.474 MT of
Hot Metal was recorded by
Blast Furnace-8, surpass-
ing the previous best of
2.454 MT achieved in the
year 2020-21.

Modex unit Steel
Melting Shop-3 (SMS 3)
recorded best-ever produc-
tion of 2.726 MT of Cast
Steel, surpassing the pre-
vious best of 2.212 MT
achieved in the year 2020-
21. SMS 3 also recorded
highest ever production of
1.672 MT of billets, sur-
passing the previous best
of 1.314 MT achieved in
the year 2020-21, and high-
est ever production of
1.053 MT of Blooms, sur-
passing the previous best
of 8.97 lakh T achieved in
the year 2020-21. RMP 3,
another Modex unit too

has recorded its best ever
production of 4.05 lakh T,
surpassing previous best
of 3.02 lakh tonnes in 2020-
21. Universal Rail Mill that
has been consistently per-
forming well during the
year too has recorded sev-
eral firsts including
achieving rated capacity
on March 16, 2022.

Among other records
breaking performances
are Ore Handling Plant
recording best ever un-
loading of 19.96 Million
Tonnes (MT) of material
as against previous best of
17.99 MT in 2019-20.
Bhilai's sinter plants
recorded best-ever produc-
tion of 7.893 MT of sinter,
surpassing previous best
of 7.833 MT in FY 2010-11.
Production of 1.26 lakh T
of boiler quality plates in
Plate Mill has been the
highest ever as against
previous best of 1.10 lakh
T in 2017-18. The Plant's
Dalli Mechanised Mines
achieved highest ore exca-
vation of 4.245 MT in 2021-
22 as against previous best
of 4.216 MT in 2008-09.

1989 batch alumni of
SSS-X donates Smart Class

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Apr 01:
Inauguration of Smart
Class donated by the alum-
ni batch of 1989 was accom-
plished by the hands of AK
Varma (Ex Principal - SSS-
X & DGM -Education, BSP)
recently at Geography Lab
of SSS-X. Sumita Sarkar
(Principal-SSS-X), senior
teaching staff, teachers,
Students, alumni of the
school and batch mates of
1989 batch were present at
the function.

Wilson Mammen,
President of Alumni
Association and also from
the batch of 1989, welcomed
the chief guest and all the
people present for the func-
tion. He explained how the
concept of Smart Class
started and explained the
transformation from
"Chalk" to "Chalk-less"
technology took place.
Advantages of smart class

were spelled out by him
and explained how the
smart class will be the
game changer for teaching
methodology in SSS-X.

Rajesh Saxena of the
Batch of 1989 and senior
teacher Mr Sahu explained
the working of the Smart
Class. Sumita Sarkar
(Principal-SSS-X), in her
address gave the assurance
to corporate with the new
teaching technology and to
give full support to the
teaching staff of SSS-X.

Chief Guest AK Varma
said the new smart class
will revolutionise the

teaching methodology and
the role of teachers will
play a crucial role in the
success of the new smart
class. A memento was pre-
sented to the chief guest
from Alumni Association
of SSS-X.

Juhi Shukla (Alumni of
Batch of 1989) came all the
way from Singapore for
this event, explained how
smart class can be used to
impart education from the
top faculties and students
from various top universi-
ties of the world. The event
ended with the vote of
thanks by Rajesh Saxena.

Major fire breaks out at soap factory

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Apr 01: A major
fire broke out at a chemi-
cal factory late evening
on Thursday. Fire fight-
ing continued for about
17 hours at the mishap
site.

More than four dozen
fire fighters and six fire
tenders conducted the
fire fighting operations
and managed to douse
the flames and cool down

the entire area. Causes of
the fire are being investi-
gated.

According to informa-
tion, the mishap occurred
at Suri Udyog, a soap
manufacturing unit, lo-
cated in the Industrial
Area of Khursipar Police
Station limits. Fire was
first reported around
21:30 hrs on Thursday.

Huge quantity of raw
material, packaging ma-
terial, etc placed in the

factory caught fire due to
unknown reasons.

On information, five
fire tenders of District
Administration and one
fire tender from BSP's
Fire Brigade reached the
spot and launched the fire
fighting operations. Huge
flames were emerging
from the factory as the
chemicals and packaging
material added fuel to it.

The fire tenders made
several rounds to douse

the flames, which dam-
aged a 20 feet high struc-
ture of the factory. After
about 12 hours, the fire
fighters managed to
douse the flames.
However, they continued
to spray water till 14:00
hrs to cool down the en-
tire mishap site.

The mishap occurred at
a very sensitive spot as an
Oxygen factory is located
adjacent to it. A tank full
of inflammable chemi-

cals was also placed near-
by. The first priority of
the fire fighters was to
prevent the fire from
reaching the oxygen plant
and the chemical tank.
They succeeded in this
primary task very soon.

With sustained efforts
they managed to douse
the flames completely. As
a precautionary measure,
a Fire Tender has been
positioned at the mishap
site for the next 24 hours.

Best ever finished steel, saleable
steel production recorded

BSP concludes 2021-22 with record breaking performances
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Apr 01:
Considering the applica-
tion submitted by senior
corporator Bashisth
Narayan Mishra, the
District Collector has in-
structed the Bhilai Steel
Plant management to con-
tinue conducting the Class
-1 at English Medium
Middle School, Sector 2. It
needs to be mentioned
here that the Education
Department of Bhilai
Steel Plant had decided to
discontinue the classes of
Class -1 from the new aca-
demic session.

Senior Corporator
Bashisth Narayan Mishra
(Ward 54, BMC) had raised
strong objections against
the BSP's move of gradual-
ly closing down the educa-
tional institutions.
Raising the public con-
cern, he wrote a letter to
the District Collector re-
questing him to take ap-
propriate action. Mishra
added that BSP is gradual-
ly closing down all the
schools run by its
Education Department.
Taking the matter into se-
rious cognizance, District

Collector Dr Sarveshwar
Narendra Bhure has sent
a letter to the Director I/c
of Bhilai Steel Plant with
instructions of continuing
the conduct of Class -1 at
EMMS-2. The Collector
mentioned that many fam-
ilies are facing financial
strains due to the Covid
Pandemic in the last two
years. Many families are
unable to get their chil-
dren admitted to private
schools. Most of the fami-
lies residing in Bhilai
Township are associated
with Bhilai Steel Plant in

some or the other way. The
gradual shut down of BSP
schools will directly affect
such families. Considering
the situation he instructed
the BSP to continue the op-
erations of this school.

Talking to Central
Chronicle, Corporator
Bashisth Narayan Mishra
said that for improving the
education facilities, the
state government has
opened 16 Swami
Atmanand English
Schools in the district. On
the other hand, the Bhilai
Steel Plant has closed its

68 schools till the last aca-
demic session. Now, it is
planning to gradually
close down the EMMS-2.
Mishra alleged that the
BSP is doing a formality
under its CSR activities by
running some schools for
underprivileged children.
BSP's education system
has produced top bureau-
crats, doctors, engineers
and experts of various
fields who are working at
top positions across the
globe. In such a situation,
closure of BSP schools is
very unfortunate.

Collector instructs to continue
Class -1 at EMMS-II

State level award to be named after Bahadur Kalarin: CM
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Raipur, Apr 01: Chief
Minister Mr. Bhupesh
Baghel has extended
warm greetings and best
wishes to the people of the
state on the occasion of
Nav Samvatsar, Chaitra
Navratri, Gudi Padwa and
Chetri Chandra.

He has wished happi-
ness, prosperity and safety
to all the citizens on this
occasion.

The Chief Minister has
said that Hindu New Year,
Nav Samvatsar and
Chaitra Navratri are com-
mencing from April 2.
Besides, on this day the
Gudi Padwa and Chetri

Chandra festivals will also
be celebrated. The Chaitra
Navratri is the festival of
worship of Goddess
Shakti, which is celebrat-
ed with festive fervor, de-
votion and gaiety in
Chhattisgarh. Maa
Sheetla, Danteshwari,
Mahamaya, Bamleshwari,
Kankali, Ganga Maiya,
Bilaimata, Chandrahasini
Devi are few forms of
Mata Bhagwati in
Chhattisgarh. On the aus-
picious occasion, he has
prayed that may Mata
Bhagwati shower her
blessings on all people of
state and state should
move ahead on the path of
continuous development.

CM greets people on Nav
Samvatsar, Chaitra Navratri, Gudi

Padwa and Chetri Chandra

Raipur, Apr 01: Claiming
that the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) would register
victory in the Khairagarh
Legislative Assembly by-
elections with big margin,
the National Vice
President and former
Chief Minister Dr Raman
Singh on Friday said that
the development of
Khairagarh has taken
place in 15 years rule of
BJP whereas no works
have been undertaken dur-
ing the last three years of
Congress regime.

Dr Singh made the
above statement while ad-
dressing press conference
held at BJP office situated
at Ekatma Parishar. He
said that Congress leaders
make statements of com-
pleting the poll promises
within 2 hours whereas in
reality no steps have been
taken by the Congress gov-
ernment to provide unem-
ployment allowance to
youth even after 29 thou-
sand hours after forma-
tion of Baghel govern-

ment. He further claimed
that as per the declara-
tions made by the
Congress, the amount of
Rs 97 thousand is out-
standing on part of gov-
ernment for the unem-
ployed youths in
Chhattisgarh. He further
stated that more than
three years have passed
but the state government
has failed to impose liquor
prohibition as promised in
the election manifesto. He
said that Congress should

reply to these questions
raised by public. On an-
nouncement of Chief
Minister to make
Khiragarh District, the
former Chief Minister
stated that all these at-
tempts are being made to
woo the voters whereas
election manifesto is never
declared for by-elections.
He said that former MLA
Devvrat Singh had been
raising the issues which
the Congress has included
in the election manifesto
but never any actions were
taken on the demands
made by the late MLA
from Khairagarh.

Dr Singh also claimed
that the BJP would win
the election with huge
margin as the party nomi-
nee is popular face where-
as the Congress candidate
is new to the region.

Khiragarh development during BJP regime only: Dr Raman
Youth still waiting
for Unemployment
Allowance as
promised by
Congress in 
election manifesto

RMC Mayor, Speaker visit Ward-56

Raipur, Apr 01: Raipur
Municipal Corporation
(RMC) Mayor Aijaz
Dhebar and Speaker
Pramod Dubey today vis-
ited Lt Arvind Dixit Ward
(No 56) to monitor cleanli-
ness works in the area.
Ward Corporator
Akashdeep Sharma,
Additional Commissioner
Abhishek Agrawal, Zone-

10 Commissioner Dinesh
Kosaria and other con-
cerned zone officers were
present during inspec-
tion.

The Mayor and Speaker
instructed the officials to
undertake cleanliness of
drains passing near Canal
Linking Road. The Mayor
and Speaker also inspect-
ed anganwadi centres and
community buildings in
New Bharat Nagar,
Gurmukh Singh Nagar,
Krishna Nagar and
Adarsh Nagar slum areas.

Instruct for cleanli-
ness of drains near
Canal Linking Road

Raipur, Apr 01: Chief
Minister Mr. Bhupesh
Baghel on Friday unveiled
the statue of freedom fight-
er and popular mass leader
Late Shri Bisahu Das
Mahant in Sakti municipal-
ity of Janjgir-Champa dis-
trict. Unveiling the statue
on the occasion of 98th
birth anniversary of Late
Shri Bisahu Das Mahant,
Mr. Bhupesh Baghel said
that he was a popular mass
leader who served as cabi-
net minister of Madhya
Pradesh for four times and
president of the State
Congress Committee. The
people of the state will al-
ways remember his incom-
parable contributions and
work. Hailing from a farm-
ers’ family, Late Shri Bisahu

Das Mahant worked for the
development of agriculture,
irrigation and roads. He not
only understood the impor-
tance of irrigation and
roads, but also took a far-
sighted decision to embody
his vision. Late Shri Bisahu
Das Mahant dreamed of

construction of Bango Dam
to collect the unfathomable
water of the Hasdeo River,
which was later turned into
reality. He also dreamed of a
separate Chhattisgarh state.
Late Bisahu Das ji, believed
in ‘simple living and high
thinking’. His exemplary

leadership skill is an ideal
for all.

Speaker of Chhattisgarh
Legislative Assembly Dr.
Charan Das Mahant,
Revenue Minister Mr. Jai
Singh Agrawal, Korba MP
Mr. Jyotsna Mahant,
Chairman of Service
Commission Mahant
Ramsunder Das, Chairman
of Raipur Development
Authority Mr. Subhash
Dhuppad, MLA Mr.
Ramkumar Yadav and other
people’s representatives
along with Mr. Rajesh
Mahant, Mr. Suraj Mahant,
Mr. Srijan Mahant, Mr.
Murari Lal Tiwari, Mr.
Raghuraj Pandey and dis-
trict administration offi-
cials were present on the oc-
casion.

Baghel unveils statue of freedom fighter
and mass leader Late Bisahu Das Mahant ji

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Apr 01: Chief
Minister Mr. Bhupesh
Baghel paid floral tributes
to the founder of folk art
‘Nacha’ late Dau Dular
Singh Mandraji and free-
dom fighter late Shri
Bisahu Das Mahant, on
their birth anniversary
today, at his residence.
Recalling the invaluable
contribution of Dau ji in
preserving the
Chhattisgarhi folk art,
Chief Minister Mr.
Baghel said that Dau
Mandraji devoted his en-
tire life to revive and pre-
serve ‘Nacha’. He made

dance a medium to raise
public awareness about
social evils. Mr. Baghel
said that Dau ji played an
important role in bring-
ing together the folk
artists and in establishing
Chhattisgarhi folk dance

‘gammat’ on global plat-
form. State Government
bestows Dau Dular Singh
Mandraji Award to honor
such a true seekers of art.
Chief Minister Mr.
Baghel remembered the
freedom fighter and popu-

lar politician Late Shri
Bisahu Das Mahant, say-
ing that his entire life was
dedicated to serving hu-
manity. Mr. Mahant ren-
dered his invaluable serv-
ices for the development
of the state as MLA and
minister in undivided
Madhya Pradesh. Hasdeo
Bango Irrigation Project
was his dream that came
true. He conducted vari-
ous development works
related to agriculture, ir-
rigation and roads in the
area for the betterment of
the people. Chief Minister
Mr. Baghel said that in-
spired by the ideals of
Late Shri Bisahu Das
Mahant, State
Government is committed
to the development of
Nava Chhattisgarh.

CM’s tribute to founder of ‘Nacha’ Dau Dular Singh Mandraji
and freedom fighter-politician Bisahu Das Mahant 

On their birth
anniversary

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Apr 01: Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
while interacting virtual-
ly with the students in
“Pariksha Pe Charcha
2022” program on Friday
said that there is no need
to be afraid of exams.
According to Prime
Minister the students
should not be upset,
rather they should take
the exams in stride. He
called upon the students

take exam with mind.
The Prime Minister ad-
dressed the students,
teachers and parents of
the state at 11 am and
cleared their doubts.

Prabha Minj, principal
of Kendriya Vidyalaya-II
and district coordinator
of the program, told that
the 5th episode of
“Pariksha Pe Charcha
2022” program was tele-
cast live from Talkatora
Stadium New Delhi on
National Doordarshan
channel at 11 am.
Children from all the
schools of the city partici-
pated in it.

Vaibhavi Behar, a class

10th student of Krishna
Public School says ‘I and
my classmates got a gold-
en opportunity to be a
part of the 5th edition of
Pariksha Pe Charcha.
Through this we gained
self-confidence and
morale for this difficult
period. Prime Minister,
Narendra Modi under-
stood and resolved our
concerns and tensions
with great ease. ‘The
Prime Minister explained
to us that stress can affect
our performance, so we
should treat exams as a
festival. He suggested us
that if we move towards
our goal with full ‘atten-

tion’ then success is cer-
tain’, the student said.

Praket Singh Thakur, a
class X student of
Krishna Public School
said that in Pariksha Pe
Charcha, Prime Minister
Modi ji told in a very in-
teresting and friendly way
ways to fight stress before
and after the examina-
tion.

In his talks, he also
talked about the newly
framed education policy
and the doors opened by it
for the students. He sug-
gested some ways for us to
focus on our education
and our goals, said Praket.

He gave answers very

efficiently to all the chil-
dren who came from all
over the country and sug-
gested the parents and
teachers not to put any
kind of mental pressure
on the children. He told
the method of replay,
through which it will help
in remembering the les-
sons read for a longer
time’, Praket added.

The Prime Minister in-
spired all the children to
overcome their problems
without seeking sympa-
thy from others. Today we
have learned some new
ways by which we will be
able to enhance our con-
centration.

Raipur, Apr 01:
Governor Ms. Anusuiya
Uikey along with school
students heard the pro-
gram “Pariksha Pe
Charcha” addressed by
Prime Minister,
Narendra Modi in the
Conference Hall of Raj
Bhavan. The Raj Bhavan
had specially invited the
students for the pro-
gramme.

In view of the upcom-
ing examinations, the
Prime Minister, through
‘Pariksha Pe Charcha’,
gave meaningful an-
swers to the questions
asked by the students
across the country and
discussed stress manage-
ment, methods of stud-
ies, the conflict of suc-
cess and failure during
the examination period,
parents and shared his
views on the role of
teachers. According to
the schedule, necessary

arrangements were
made by the Raj Bhavan
Secretariat for the stu-
dents to listen to the dis-
cussion program on ex-
amination with
Governor Ms. Uikey.
Responding to the ques-
tions asked by the stu-
dents regarding the
stress related to exami-
nation in the dialogue
programme, the Prime
Minister said that exami-

nation is an integral part
of our life. This is just a
stage in our life. We do
not need to be afraid of it
but move forward with
confidence. Don’t com-
pare yourself with any
other student’s ability
and studies. Everyone
has their own different
abilities and specialties.

Speaking on the limi-
tations of online educa-
tion and addiction to so-

cial media, Prime
Minister  Modi said that
the problem is not with
the online or offline
medium, but in our
mind. If we control our
mind and follow disci-
pline, then online educa-
tion is a vast ocean of
knowledge. Online gives
us the opportunity to get
knowledge while offline
gives us the opportunity
to put that knowledge
into practice. We should
see technology as an op-
portunity and not a chal-
lenge. Prime Minister
Modi said the way we are
connected with mobile
these days. We should
also connect with our-
selves in life. It gives an
opportunity to recognize
your potential and un-
derstand yourself.
Speaking on the National
Policy on Education, he
said that all the problems
related to education have

been solved in this policy.
This policy is the result
of the hard work of mil-
lions of people of India.
Opportunities have also
been given to those stu-
dents who want to
change the subjects of
their studies. Along with
knowledge, skill has also
been given priority in
this policy. Governor Ms.
Uikey congratulated and
wished the students good
luck for the upcoming ex-
aminations. On the re-
quest of the children, the
Governor gave them au-
tographs and arranged
for their visit to the Raj
Bhavan complex.
Children and parents of
officers and employees
working in Kendriya
Vidyalaya Raipur,
Navodaya Vidyalaya
Mana and Raj Bhavan
Secretariat participated
in the “Pariksha Pe
Charcha” program.

Children learn how to overcome exam fear

Pariksha Pe
Charcha 2022 in
Raipur

Governor participates in ‘Pariksha Pe Charcha’ program with students

RRaaiippuurr,,  AApprr  0011:: The Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel, during his Bastar
visit on April 2, will bestow the
residents of Bastar with develop-
ment works worth 104 Crores. He
will inaugurate 17 works worth Rs
70 crore in Siraha-Guniya conven-
tion organized at Lal Bahadur
Shastri Stadium, Nagar Panchayat
Bastar and will perform

Bhoomipujan for development
works worth Rs 34 crore 33 lakh.
Moreover, 11 beneficiaries from
the Bastar Nagar Panchayat will
be provided with forest charters
by The Chief Minister,he will also
bless 151 couples,newlywed
under the state government run
scheme of ‘kanya vivah yojna’.
Chief Minister Mr. Baghel will

inaugurate the construction of a
4.9 km long road from Kachnar to
Cholnar at a cost of about Rs 3
crore 4 lakh, 4.5 km long road
from Pahurbel to Odiapal con-
structed at a cost of about Rs 2
crore 18 lakh, 4 km long asphalt
road from Manganar to
Tongkongera at a cost of about Rs
2 crore 63 lakh. 

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Apr 01:
Chhattisgarh Mantralaya
Karmachari Sangh
(CMKS) on Friday raised
demand for hike in
Dearness Allowance and
House Rent Allowance
(HRA) in accordance to
the central government
employees.

A delegation of CMKS
submitted a memorandum
in support to their demand
and also announced to
have pen-down strike on
April 13 in support to their
two-point demands.

Prior to the agitation,
the Mantralaya employees
would be holding a gate
meeting on April 5 to fur-
ther discuss the strategy
and subsequently they
may hold demonstration
from April 6 by wearing
black band to register
protest. They would also
hold demonstration on
April 11 and 12. Employees
have also warned to have
leave en-masse on April 13
in case the state govern-
ment fails to release order
on DA and HRA hike for
them. Office-bearers of the
Association claimed that
their DA hike in pending
for more than 27 months
and also urged that
Arrears should also be
given to them.

Mantralaya employees
demand DA, HRA hike

Submits memo in
support to their
demand

Due to hot weather
Anganwadi work to be

held from 7 am to 11 am
RRaaiippuurr,,  AApprr    0011::  The Women
and Child Development
Department have changed the
working time of Anganwadi’s
keeping in view the effect of
hot weather on the health of
children in the state. Now the
working time of Anganwadi’s
will be from 7 am to 11 am.
The working hours of
Anganwadi centres have been
reduced from 6 hours to 4
hours during the summer
period i.e. from 1st April to
30th June. Anganwadi centres
will be operated from July 01
again from 9.30 am to 3.30 pm
for 6 hours. 

In this regard, orders have
been issued by the Ministry of
Women and Child
Development to all the
departmental district officers.

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Apr 01:
According to
Ramayana, Lord Rama
spent the time of exile
in Dandakaranya.
Moreover,a large part
of Chhattisgarh is con-
sidered to be the
Dandakaranya of an-
cient times. Now those
places are being devel-
oped with new facili-
ties, it is claimed that
Ram stayed here dur-
ing the period of exile.

To pay tribute to the
historical legacy of
Lord Ram who had also
laid his foot in
Chhattisgarh, the state
government has con-
structed Ram Van
Gaman Path, and to en-

hance the tourism facil-
ities in the vicinity of
this cultural heritage,
an approval of Rs.6
crore 39 thousand has
been given for tourism
development works in
Ram Van Gaman Path
under Janjgir-Champa
district. Among the ap-
proved works, five
crore 39 lakh rupees
have been sanctioned
for ghat development
work in Shivrinarayan
under Nawagarh block
and 45 lakh for electrifi-
cation, 30 lakh rupees
for construction of
kiosks at ghat and
three lakh two thou-
sand rupees for signage
component work.
Similarly, Rs.14 lakh 91
thousand has been ap-

proved for land-scrap-
ing work in
Shivrinarayan and Rs.6
lakh 72 thousand for
other development
works in Ghat Marg.
This administrative ap-
proval has been given
to Chief Engineer
Minimata (Hasdev)
Bango Project, Water
Resources Department,
Bilaspur to complete
the works of tourism
development from
Mahanadi Bhawan to
S h i v r i n a r a y a n ,
Ministry of Water
Resources Department.
The officers have been
instructed to complete
the work of the scheme
within the sanctioned
amount and the stipu-
lated time period.

Rs 6 cr approved for tourism development
of Ram Van Gaman Path

CM to inaugurate works of over Rs 104 cr to Bastar
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BEATING THE HEAT

Amid soaring mercury level residents find ways to beat the heat with traditional cold
drinks like lassi and jaljeera in the city.

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Apr 01: The team
of NITI Aayog has appreci-
ated the innovative works
being done in
Chhattisgarh. The team of
NITI Aayog, which reached
Raipur to discuss matters
related to the state with
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel, State Planning
Commission, Chief
Secretary and senior offi-
cials of the State
Government, praised the
various schemes of the
Chhattisgarh government
in a meeting held at the
Chief Minister’s residence
office today. Secretaries of
10 Ministries of the
Government of India also
participated in this meet-
ing from New Delhi
through video conferenc-
ing.

The team of NITI Aayog
who came to Chhattisgarh
included member of Aayog
Dr. VK. Paul, senior advi-
sors, subject experts and of-
ficers of Aayog. Planning,
Economic and Statistics
Minister Amarjeet Bhagat,
Deputy Chairman of State
Planning Commission Mr.
Ajay Singh and Chief
Secretary  Amitabh Jain
also attended the meeting.
NITI Aayog member Dr. VK
Paul assured to take for-

ward the issues raised by
the state government in the
meeting, after discussing
with the ministries con-
cerned of the Government
of India.

In a meeting with Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel,
the team of NITI Aayog
congratulated the state gov-
ernment for launching
Godhan Nyay Yojana. They
said that Chhattisgarh is
the first state in the coun-
try to start this scheme.
Along with farmers, live-

stock owners and villagers,
the scheme is also empow-
ering women self-help
groups. NITI Aayog’s
Senior Agriculture Advisor
Dr. Neelam Patel said that
many exemplary works are
being done in the state in
agriculture and allied sec-
tors. Much can be learned
from here in this matter.
She informed that there
has been an increase of 22
per cent in the production
of mustard in the state and
14 per cent in the produc-

tion of soybean in 2019-20
in comparison to the year
2018-19. Chhattisgarh is
making good progress in
the field of agriculture. Dr.
Patel said that remarkable
work is also being done in
fisheries here. Along with
the utilization of fish seed
in the state, it is also being
supplied to five other states
of the country.
Chhattisgarh can also help
and guide other states in
fish seed production.

Neeraj Sinha, Senior
Advisor, NITI Aayog said
that good work is also being
done in the mining sector
in Chhattisgarh. The
teacher-student ratio in the
schools here is among the
best in the country. He said
that in the case of ‘Ease of
Doing Business’,
Chhattisgarh is sixth in the
country and fourth in the
Export Preparedness
Index. Ten districts here in-
cluded in the aspirational

districts by NITI Aayog are
performing well in the im-
plementation of develop-
ment schemes and public
welfare programmes.

During the meeting
Chief Minister Mr. Baghel
urged the concerned to
help the state in getting per-
mission to produce ethanol
from paddy. He said that
production of ethanol from
paddy is cheaper as com-
pared to rice. Besides, there
will be no problem with
transportation and milling.
27 MoUs have been signed
in the state for ethanol pro-
duction and we only need
permission from the
Government of India. The
Chief Minister asked the
Government of India to
continue the amount of
GST compensation to the
states for the next 10 years.
Being a producer state,
Chhattisgarh is incurring
huge loss of revenue after
the implementation of

GST. Due to the discontin-
uation of GST compensa-
tion by the Central
Government, the state will
suffer a revenue loss of
about Rs five thousand
crore annually.

Baghel also urged to
take necessary initiative
to start international
cargo service at Swami
Vivekananda Airport in
Raipur. He said that there
is a huge potential for ex-
port of the products of the
state abroad. But it is get-
ting hampered due to non-
availability of cargo serv-
ice. He said that
Chhattisgarh alone is buy-
ing 75 per cent of the forest
produce of the entire
country. The Chief
Minister urged that the
centre should provide sub-
sidy on the production of
vermicompost just like the
production of chemical
fertilizers. Large quantity
of vermicompost is being

produced and used in the
state. Its use is increasing
in the state as an alterna-
tive to chemical fertilizers.
Subsidy should be given
for Market Development
Assistance and Nutrient
Based Subsidy on
V e r m i c o m p o s t .
Chhattisgarh can be taken
as a pilot state to promote
the use of organic ma-
nure. He also requested to
include the work being
done for the preservation
and promotion of culture,
tradition and dialects in
the Delta ranking of aspi-
rational districts.

The Chief Minister said
that Rs.4140 crore of coal
royalty and penalty of the
state’s share is deposited
in the central pool, which
should be reimbursed by
the Government of India.
He demanded an increase
in coal royalty.

The coal royalty has not
increased since 2014, while
there is a provision for its
revision every three years.
He also urged for allot-
ment of new coal blocks
for the state. In the meet-
ing, Mr. Baghel gave de-
tailed information about
the different components
of Narva, Garva, Ghurva,
Bari and the benefits
being derived from their
protection and promotion.

He also talked about the
work being done for
strengthening the health
sector and strengthening
the education system in
the state.

Additional Chief
Secretary, State
Government, Subrat
Sahoo, Principal Chief
Conservator of Forests
Sanjay Shukla, Principal
Secretary Planning,
Economic and Statistics
Gaurav Dwivedi,
Commerce and Industry
Principal Secretary Manoj
Pingua, Secretary,
Department of
Agriculture and
Biotechnology Dr. Kamal
Preet Singh, Secretary of
Public Works Department
Siddharth Komal Singh
Pardeshi, Secretary of
Water Resources
Department P. Anbalagan,
Food, Civil Supplies and
Consumer Protection
Department Secretary
Topeshwar Verma,
Member Secretary, State
Planning Commission
Anoop Srivastava,
Urvashi Prasad, Dr.
Thyagaraju B.M., Dr. K.
Madangopal, Ajit Pal,
Ankan Dey, Naman
Agarwal, Siddhey Shinde
and  Piyush Prakash of
NITI Aayog were present
on the occasion.

Team of NITI Aayog appreciate the work being done in Ch’garh
Congratulate state
govt for Godhan
Nyay Yojana saying
that Ch’garh is the
first state in the
country to start this
scheme
‘The work being
done in Chhattisgarh
in agriculture and
allied sectors is
exemplary, Ch’sgarh
among the states
with the best
t e a c h e r - s t u d e n t
ratio in the country”
6th in the country in
‘Ease of Doing
Business’ and 4th in
Export Preparedness
Index’
CM Bhupesh Baghel

urges NITI Aayog
team to allow
ethanol production,
continuation of GST
compensation for
next 10 years, start
international cargo
service in Raipur and
subsidy on produc-
tion of vermicom-
post just like chemi-
cal fertilizers
CM discusses impor-
tant topics related to
Ch’garh with the
team of NITI Aayog,
Secretaries of 10
Ministries of the
Government of India
also attended the
meeting through
video conference
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Raipur, Apr 01: The
BTech second semester
students of IIT Bhilai
have now arrived on
campus for their first
time. This is an exciting
phase where everyone
can share the campus ex-
perience and the joys of
learning and growing to-
gether. It shows the re-
silience of the world and
its ability to reunite and
continue on the path of
progress and ever
greater achievements no
matter what the obstruc-
tions. A welcome ad-

dress and an interactive
session was conducted
with the students as a
part of the Student
Mentorship Program.
Prof Rajat Moona,
Director, IIT Bhilai ad-
dressed the students,
and there were a host of

other events and team-
building activities con-
ducted by faculty mem-
bers, student groups and
clubs.

Various team building
activities were organ-
ised, including evening
bird watching sessions

that brought students
closer to nature and
spread ecological aware-
ness, and an enjoyable
walking tour of the cam-
pus. Ms. Gargi, the insti-
tute’s psychological
counsellor, gave a lecture
on psychological well-
being to help students
cope with stress levels
during exams and other
competitive activities,
while Dr.Thirthankar
Chakraborty, Asst. Prof,
Dept. of Liberal Arts,
spoke on maintaining a
litter-free campus and a
clean environment. This
was followed by a poster-
making competition to
make everyone on cam-
pus sensitive to these is-
sues, with the winning
entries to be displayed
around campus.

IIT Bhilai conducts mentorship prog
To welcome 
a fresh batch 
of students

Balconagar, Apr 01:
Bharat Aluminium
Company Limited
(BALCO), India’s iconic
Aluminium producer,is
transforming the doorstep
healthcare services in the
vicinity through its Mobile
Health Unit (MHU).
Operated in association
with Help Age India, the
MHU is serving and pro-
viding primary healthcare
services to around 45 com-
munities of Balconagar
and nearby rural areas.
Since its inception around
5000 residents have been
benefitted from the project.
BALCO organizes health
camps every day at three
pre-decided locations
where medical aid is pro-
vided to community mem-
bers free of cost.

Working on the princi-
ples of medical service at
doorstep, the MHU is a van

equipped with modern ma-
chinery, and is managed by
doctors and trained med-
ical staff who provide free
medical advice and aware-
ness sessions to the local
communities. The MHU
has been fitted with equip-
ment for diagnosis of com-
mon diseases like diabetes,
hypertension, etc. For the
elderly and those confined
within their homes, the
MHU is aiding in medical
treatment at home.
Medicines for common ail-

ments are also available
free of cost. Besides pro-
viding doorstep healthcare
services, the MHU is con-
tributing to spread aware-
ness about the importance
of nutrition and cleanli-
ness, and various health
schemes and programs
run by the government.
BALCO organized a mega
Health Camp on March 29,
2022 in Roogbehri village
where free medical treat-
ment was provided to
around 200 registered pa-

tients. During the camp,
various diagnostic tests for
diabetes, blood pressure
etc. were also conducted.

Appreciating the initia-
tive Chanda Manjhawar,
Sarpanch, Gram
Panchayat, Roogbehri,
said, “The rural popula-
tion is more vulnerable to
various kinds of diseases
due to lack of health and
hygiene related awareness
among them.

They are also often the
victims of unscientific
treatment by quacks due to
the dearth of financial re-
sources. BALCO’s medical
service at doorstep project
is a boon for the residents
of Roogbehri and the
health camp has further fa-
cilitated accessibility of
medical care.”

Abhijit Pati, CEO and
Director, BALCO, shared
his vision on improving
health services in the re-
gion and said, “BALCO is
committed to ensure easy
access of health services to

the communities residing
in the vicinity. We are aim-
ing to take medical servic-
es to the doorstep of the
people residing in remote
areas, the vulnerable sec-
tion such as the elderly
and children. The mobile
health van followed by tar-
geted health camps in spe-
cific locations is a strong
initiative in the direction
of making Korba one of
the best medically facilitat-
ed districtsin the region.”
Shubhankar Biswas, Head,
Chhattisgarh, Help Age
India, said, “Help Age
India is successfully ensur-
ing medical care at
doorstep of Korba’s resi-
dents in partnership with
BALCO.

The initiative is helping
in increasing the aware-
ness level of villagers to-
wards health and its im-
portance. I convey my sin-
cere thanks to BALCO
management for the effec-
tive implementation of
this project.”

BALCO’s health camps benefit over 5000 members 
Of 45 different
communities

Raipur, Apr 01: Ms Tisha
Chawlani, student at
Amity School of
Engineering and
Technology, Amity
University  Chhattisgarh
has been selected among
the top 250 students out of
40,000 + application as a
WE (Women Engineers)
Fellow by Talent Sprint
supported by Google. It was
an intensive selection
process staggered into 4
distinct steps/rounds
namely (Aptitude Test,
English

Versant Test, Coding
Round). This is 2-year long
guidance which will be
combination of Boot
Camps, Live Online
Projects, Team Based
Projects and much more.
Along with the guidance
and mentorship there is
cash reward of INR 1 Lac
to be disbursed to Ms.

Tisha Chawlani. The
Program focuses on pro-
viding an opportunity for
potential women engineers
across India.

This 2-year Program will
enable select women stu-
dents to build global com-
petitive abilities.

Supported by Google, the
Program provides partici-
pants with 100% scholar-
ship and stipend. WE is an
intensive 2-year program
delivered by top-notch fac-
ulty with a completely

hands-on approach. WE
program enables partici-
pants to gain exposure to
professional tools, process-
es, and approaches to com-
pete in the global tech
world. Ms. Tisha Chawlani
has been offered a Product
Intern role at APPLE INC.
She is supposed to work
with iPhone and iPad prod-
uct development teams, as-
sisting them to aid and im-
provise their existing prod-
uct offering whilst brain-
storming on new ideas and

prototyping on products.
She would be working at
the state of the art Apple
Park, Cupertino,
California United States.
Having access to the latest
cutting-edge innovation
and research tools which
are available on this planet.
The  compensation of
Monthly salary (US)$10,000
(less deductions required
by law) and Award of
Restricted Stock Units
(RSUs) with a value of
(US)$50,000.00 on the date
of grant would be given to
her. The Vice Chancellor of
Amity University prof.
R.K. Pandey has given an
appreciation letter to Ms.
Tisha for her great achieve-
ment. Prof. S. Rahamatkar,
Director (ASET) & Prof.
Ravi Kant Singh, Director
(AIB) along with the facul-
ty members were also pres-
ent during this facilitation.

Amity students bags US Women Engineers’ fellowship 

Harish Lekhwani 
Raipur: Resident of A-3

Krishna Nagar,
H a r i s h
L e k h w a n i
breathed his
last on
T h u r s d a y
night. His last

rites were performed at
Kota crematorium on April
01, 2022. He is survived by
brother Lakshman Das
Lekhmani, son Dr Om
Lekhwani, Dileep and
Amar, nephew Inder, Gyan
and Anil Lekhwani.

OBITUARY
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Raipur, Mar 31: The
Government of
Chhattisgarh has sanc-
tioned Rs.43.19 cr for the
construction of Lata
Anicut on the Mahanadi
River in the Balodabazar-
Bhatapara district. After
the construction of this
anicut, irrigation facilities
will be available for about
800 hectares area.
Administrative approval

has been issued by the
Chhattisgarh Water
Resources Department,
Mahanadi Bhawan to the
Chief Engineer of
Godavari Cachar Water
Resources Department,
Raipur for anicut con-
struction work.

The officers have been
instructed to ensure that
the work should be com-
pleted within the sanc-
tioned amount and the
stipulated time.

Rs.43.19 cr approved for
construction of Lata Anicut BBiillaassppuurr,,  AApprr  0011::  A one-day clean-

liness workshop was organized
under Sanitation Action Plan
2021-22 at Guru Ghasidas
Vishwavidyalaya (Central
University) on March 31, 2022 at
Silver Jubilee Auditorium at 10.30
am, under the joint aegis of
Ministry of Youth Affairs and
Sports, Government of India,
Regional Director, National
Service Scheme Bhopal, and Guru
Ghasidas University. The theme
of the workshop was ‘Clean India
and Health Mind’.

In the inaugural program of
the workshop, the Chief Guest,

Vice-Chancellor, Prof. Alok
Kumar Chakrawal, Co-convener
Dr. Dilip Jha and Co-convener Dr.
Sushma Jaiswal were present in
the inaugural program of the
workshop. Guests on stage were
welcomed with saplings. The
convener of the workshop, Dr.
Dilip Jha presented the welcome
address and program outline.

The Vice-Chancellor,
Professor Alok Kumar Chakrawal,
said that it is proposed to make
National Service Scheme a part
of the curriculum as a subject
from the next academic session.
We have to establish the universi-
ty as the center of academic
attraction. National Service
Scheme is a great platform for

the all round development of the
students. The Vice Chancellor
said that we have to make every
section of the society aware
about this great campaign of
cleanliness. There is no place for
any argument when it comes to
cleanliness. It is our social and
moral responsibility that we
become partners in nation build-
ing and make the slogan of
‘Swachh Bharat, Swasth Bharat’
meaningful by making the coun-
try the best on the standard of
cleanliness. Senior Professor of
Social Work Department, Prof.
Pratibha J. Mishra and Mukul

Sharma, Program Officer of NSS
of Bilaspur University also
expressed their views. On this
occasion, the Vice-Chancellor
was honored by presenting a
memento. The program was con-
ducted by Dr. Princy Matlani
Assistant Professor CSE
Department and vote of thanks
was given by Dr. Sushma Jaiswal,
Assistant Professor, CSIT
Department. Nine units of the
University NSS as well as volun-
teers and program officers of
Bilaspur University and other col-
leges participated in the pro-
gram.

Make cleanliness a regular part of life: V-C
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Birkoni, Apr 01:

Members of Sahu
Samaj celebrated the
1006th Jayanti of their
‘Aradhya Devi’ - ‘Sant
Shiromani Bhakt Maa
Karma’ at Sahu hostel
with religious fervour
here on Monday. The pro-
gramme began with
prayers to ‘Maa Karma’.
It was after
‘Satyanarayan Katha’ by
the members of Samaj,
‘havan’ and prayers were
held. The members of
Sahu Samaj in large num-
ber took part in the ‘Maa
Karma’ jayanti and entire
village was echoing with
slogans in favour of ‘Maa
Karma’.

The youth of the vil-
lage, were carrying saf-
fron flag in their hand
and at the programme
venue a beautiful tableau
of Maa Karma was pre-
pared and decorated and

it remained the centre of
attraction for all the visi-
tors. During this by plac-
ing the ‘Aradhya Devi’ on
the ‘Rath’, the members
of Sahu Samaj took out
massive Shobha-Yatra
taking a small de-tour of
city from 12:00 pm to 4:00
pm. In this women and
girls were carrying
‘kalash’ in their head and
passed through,
Saraswati Chowk,
Subhash Chowk, Bazar
Chowk, Ram Mandir
Chowk, Sahupara,
Khalaripara, Yadav Para

and back to the venue of
programme via
Bhatapara.

The programme was
conducted by circle
President Sahu Samaj
Nandkumar Sahu, V-P
Pawan Sahu, Secy. Dr

Vishnu Sahu and they all
appealed people to follow
on the path of ‘Maa
Karma’, which is worth
adopting and practicing.

In this programme the
people including seniors
and youth from Samaj

gave their valuable opin-
ions on how to take Sahu
Samaj further. In the pres-
ent scenario the Sahu
Samaj is surging ahead
on path of progress in al-
most all fields. The mem-
bers of Samaj held the
need to keep the new gen-
eration of Society free
from any means of intoxi-
cation, as it not only
breaks the family, but the
society as well. It was at
around 7:00 in the
evening, a massive
‘Bhandara’ was organised
and in this ‘Khichadi’ was
distributed as ‘prasad’.
On this occasion Sahu
Samaj Rural President
Puneetram Sahu, Secy.
Tejeshwar Sahu, Tehsil
President Tulasram
Sahu, Jhadiram Sahu,
Puranlal Sahu, Paklu
Sahu, Dolkumar Sahu,
Narayan Sahu and
Tejprakash Sahu were
present.

‘Karma Jayanti’ celebrated with religious fervour
 Women and 

girl take out
‘Shobha-Yatra’

 Prayers performed
to ‘Maa Karma’ 
and ‘prasad’ 
distributed

Koriya,Apr 01: District
Collector Kuldeep Sharma
and District Panchayat
CEO Kunal Dudawat did a
surprise inspection of
Primary Health Center of
Kelhari Tehsil area here
and took stock of the
arrangements of the
health center. In connec-
tion with the non-separa-
tion of morning and
evening registers in the
OPD and non-mainte-
nance of registers of those
taking medicines during
examination in the drug
room and found negli-
gence in other arrange-
ments, Collector Mr.
Sharma reprimanded
Medical Officer Dr.
M.Singh and instructed to
give notice to him. During
the inspection, the
Collector inspected the
medicine stock, registra-

tion record, vaccination
room, registration room,
lab and ward in the health
center. He talked to pa-
tients admitted to the
health center and took
feedback on health facili-
ties. He directed to im-
prove the cleanliness and
arrangement of toilets in
the health center. In Tuhar
Duar camp; the villagers
placed a demand before the
collector to start the X-ray

machine installed in the
primary health center.
Taking quick cognizance
of the demand of the vil-
lagers, the collector him-
self inspected and spoke to
the CMHO on the phone
and instructed to start the
X-ray machine within a
week. He directed the
Medical Officer to appoint
Lab Technician soon and
make necessary arrange-
ments.

Collector inspects Primary
Health Center Kelhari

Bilaspur, Apr 01:  

In Guru Ghasidas
Vishwavidyalaya (Central
University), Prime
Minister Shri Narendra
Modi’s Pariksha Pe
Charcha program was
broadcasted live from
Talkatora Indoor Stadium
in Delhi on 01 April 2022 at
11 am in the meeting hall
of the Administrative
Building. In the meeting
hall, the Vice Chancellor,
Professor Alok Kumar
Chakrawal along with
Registrar Prof. Shailendra
Kumar and the Deans of
various Schools, Heads of
Departments and other
teachers were present.

On this occasion, the
Vice Chancellor, Professor
Alok Kumar Chakrawal
said that in the National
Education Policy 2020, an
effort has been made to re-
move the burden of exami-
nation stress from the stu-

dents so that the students
can showcase their talent.
We should not make the
exam an occasion for a
particular day. We have to
fulfill our duties by incul-
cating character, educa-
tional and moral values
??in the students. We have
to educate, train and direct
the students.

In the fifth session of
Pariksha Pe Charcha pro-
gram, PM Modi interacted

with students and teach-
ers on how to overcome
exam stress. Honorable
Prime Minister, Shri
Narendra Modi Ji said in
the program that there is
no formula for motivation.
One should assess one’s
own talent and respond ac-
cordingly. He told that in
order to achieve success,
one needs to respect good
and capable people. He
said that we should be

ready to invite any compe-
tition which would help us
to grow. It is a better way
to move forward in life. He
also told that the present
generation is a fortunate
generation in terms of get-
ting more competitions
and more opportunities.
Expressing concern over
the environment, he said
that the whole world is
troubled by global warm-
ing. We got trees, water,

rivers for us because of
our ancestors. We have to
fulfill our duty and respon-
sibility for our coming
generation too.

Earlier, the Union
Education Minister,
Hon’ble Dharmendra
Pradhan, while welcoming
the Honorable Prime
Minister Shri Narendra
Modi and presenting the
outline of the program,
addressed the students,
parents and teachers pres-
ent in the stadium.

Dr. Dilip Jha was the
convener of Pariksha Pe
Charcha program in the
university. Live telecast
arrangements were made
by the university adminis-
tration in the university
Auditorium, Central
Library and e-class room
of New IT Building. A
large number of teachers
and students were present
to watch this live broad-
cast.

Students should be educated, trained and directed: VC 

Kharora, Apr 01:

A total of 11 couples tied
nuptial knots under
‘Mukhyamantri Kanya
Vivah Samaroh’ held in
Gram Panchayat Maath by
the Women and Child
Development Department
here on Sunday. On this oc-
casion MAL Dharshiwa
VS Anita Yogendra
Sharma showered her
blessings to newly wedded
couples. Speaking on the
occasion Anita Sharma in-
formed that it is in order
to provide relief to poor
families from financial
problems being faced in
marriages and to stop un-
wanted expenditure and to
promote marriages with
simplicity; to bring
changes in the society; to
promote mass marriages

and to stop evil practices
like that of dowry and
child marriages that
‘Mukhyamantri Kanya
Vivah Yojana’ is there and
people are drawing its ben-
efit as well and this effort
of the state government
would continue in the near
future as well. In this pro-
gramme Janpad
Panchayat President
Suman Devbrath Nayak,
District Panchayat mem-
ber Sona Verma, District

Rural President Udhoram
Verma, BCC President
Saurabh Mishra, Arvind
Dewangan, Ashwini
Verma, Lokeshwari
Verma, Sarpanch
Surendra Gendre, project
office Amit Sinha, and
other officers of Women
and Child Development
department and family
members of both the bride
and bride-groom side were
present in large number as
‘baratis’.

Eleven couples tie nuptial knots
 Under ‘Mukhayamantri

Kanya Vivah Yojana’

Mainpur, Apr 01: After a
span of 15 years, ‘Mahua’
trees have yielded a
bumper yield here, bring-
ing farm profit to farmers
and locals, with the flower
being presently sold at Rs
40 a kilo. Considered yel-
low gold by the residents
of the region, the flowers
are sold not only in the
state but also in states like
Bihar and Jharkhand.

Ranchi and Raipur
cities are considered
wholesale market for the
flower known for its thera-
peutic property is also

dear to booze lovers and
sorters of off seasons. For
states like Chhattisgarh
highly dependent on farm
produce, the flowers are fi-
nancial stakers for de-
pendents on forest yields,
as a single good season,
gives good profits to small
and marginal farmers and
producers.

According to informa-
tion, many sorters and
gatherers of the flower
have camped in temporary
arrangements in the jun-
gles, and start gathering
the flowers from as early

as four in the morning.
The attendance in schools
of the region is also rela-
tively low, as many chil-
dren also accompany their
parents and elders in col-
lecting the flowers. The
gatherers earn as much as
20 -25000 per season, and
the profit increases if the
flower is dried and sold to
traders, who then store it
in cold storage units to sell
at a higher price.

For the unversed the
‘Mahua’ tree yields more
flowers, if the temperature
is hot and humid both.
Meanwhile the flower
bloom also attracts bears
who feed on this flower
during the prime season of
harvest, which in return
creates challenge for the
forest goers of a possible
bear attack. The entire
area is said to be uninhab-
ited for a long stretch of
time of the day, as families
together are going towards
the jungles to gather the
flowers, called yellow gold
by the local population.

‘Mahua’ flower bloom yields
bumper harvest this season

‘MLA Representative
demands employment’

Tilda Neora,Apr 01: MLA
B a l o d a b a z a r
Representative  Minesh
Naik in a release men-
tioned that in every public
hearing he has strongly
protested against setting
up of industries, but still
the administration feels of
setting up industries.
Earlier in a place near
Parsada, during a public
hearing in Saraora action
was taken against youths
who had opposed setting
up of new plants and even
they were sent to jail. In
such cases Naik pointed
out that when there is no
use in opposing new plants,
he has supported extension
of plants and demanded
from the management for
employment to unem-
ployed youths of the area.

Raipur, Apr 01:

Raipur Division of
South East Central
Railway (SECR) has
created a new record
by beating all the
previous record of
last 20 year in
freight loading.

Raipur Division
which came in exis-
tence in 2003 with a
target of freight load-
ing 21.5 Million Tons
(MT) has significantly in-
creased its loading and
transportation capacity
and created a new record
in the field of freight load-
ing 43.22 MT up to March
31,2022, an official commu-
nique said on Friday.

It transported 10.5%
load than previous year
despite of difficult situa-
tions and less availability 

of racks. In achieve-
ment of this target the
role of Vasuki train serv-
ice management,
Business Development
Unit (BDU), coordinated
effort and strict monitor-
ing played a significant

role, During the period
2021-22, successfully
transported coal, steel,

Raw material, pig iron
to different power
plants and industrial
units.

On the basis of
customer friendly
policies, increased
freight load capacity,
performance and ef-

ficient management
of resources, Raipur

Railway Division se-
cured 8th rank in all India
ranking of prominent
railway divisions, he
added.

In achieving the target
Divisional Manager
Shyam Sundar Gupta, Dr
Prakash Chand Sethi Sr
DOM and other senior of-
ficials of Raipur Railways
remained quite crucial,
the release said.

Konta/Sukma, Mar 31: 

Under the Amrit
Mahotsav of
Independence 2022, on
Thursday under the
guidance of Sukma dis-
trict administration, a
tricolor rally and vari-
ous competitions were
organized in Kumharras.

In the program organ-
ized in the post and pre
matric hostel Sukma,
first of all the students
took out a rally and re-
membered the brave
martyrs of the country
by shouting slogans of
Jai Cheer. A meeting
was organized after the
rally. Speeches, Desh

Bhakti songs were pre-
sented by the students.
Along with this, students
who have done excellent
work in education,
sports, invention and
other fields were also re-
warded.

Deputy Collector
Shrikant Korram, Ajay
Modiyam, Assistant
Commissioner Tribal
Development Ganesh
Sori, who were present
as special guests in this
dignified program, ad-
dressed the students and
inspired them to illumi-
nate their names by
doing special work in ed-
ucation, sports and other
fields.

SECR Raipur Div sets unparallel
record after 20 years of establishment

Beneficiaries 
not receiving 

pension amount
Dhamtari, Apr 01:
Beneficiaries of pension,
namely widows, destitutes
and deserted, have not re-
ceived the said amount in
their bank accounts in the
Municipal Cooperation re-
gion. It is note worthy that
various pension schemes
have been started by the
state government with the
objective of providing finan-
cial support to beneficiaries
and under this scheme an
amount of Rs 350- 650 is pro-
vided per head. But accord-
ing to information’s re-
ceived many beneficiaries
are yet to receive the
amount sanctioned. Many
beneficiaries deceived of
the amount are also taking
the route of information
centers, for information re-
garding the dispersal of
pension. Meanwhile RK
Padamwar, Executive
Engineer, Municipal
Cooperation, has stated that
many beneficiaries have al-
ready received the sanc-
tioned pension amount
through DBT in their re-
spective bank accounts.

Amrit Mahotsav

Students took out rallies,
take part in competitions

Konta, Apr 01: As per the
instructions of Soumitra
Rai, Commandant of 201
Cobra Battalion posted at
village Chintalnar of
Konta block in Sukma dis-
trict civic action pro-
gramme was conducted.
During this, Hem Pushp
Sharma, Second
Commanding Officer of
201 CoBRA Battalion him-
self received the ceremo-
ny. Initiating the func-
tion, Sharma welcomed
the villagers and told them
that 201 CoBRA Battalion

is always ready for their
safety and overall develop-
ment. Simultaneously,
Sharma mentioned the
service and loyalty being
given by the jawans of 201
CoBRA Battalion and told
the villagers how develop-
ment can be brought in the
area by his and COBRA’s
efforts.

After this, clothes, uten-
sils, blankets, play items
for the children were dis-
tributed among the vil-
lagers. During this,
Deputy Commandant 201

Cobra Nitin Bagade,
Deputy Commandant Ajay
Kumar and other com-
mandos were also present.
The villagers expressed a
sense of great joy and sat-
isfaction because of this
function and appreciated
the work of 201 CoBRA
Battalion. Along with op-
erational activities, this ef-
fort of 201 CoBRA
Battalion will further en-
hance the mutual rela-
tions and cooperation be-
tween the villagers and
the security forces.

CoBRA Battalion conducts civic action prog

Fingeshwar, Apr 01: The
change in the name of
Nehru Museum, named
after Jawaharlal Nehru,
the first Prime Minister of
India, by the Central
Government, has been de-
scribed by the Congress as
narrow mentality of the
Narendra Modi led BJP
g o v e r n m e n t . B l o c k
Congress media in-charge
Tikesh Sahu and MLA
representative Karim
Khan said the name of
Nehru which has settled

in the minds of the people
of the country, the father of
modern Indian can never
be wiped out. They hailed
the sacrifices of Nehru in
the freedom struggle and
said that he spent many
years in prison for the sake
of the country. The five year
plans and other projects
like Bhakra Nangal Dam
Irrigation Project built by
Nehru are pillars of mod-
ern India. They also said
that if Prime Minister
Narendra Modi is plan-
ning to build a memorial
of all the Prime Ministers
of the country, he is wel-
come, but as the first Prime
Minister of the country,
prejudice towards Nehru
shows the other face of the
government.

Pt. Nehru pillar of
modern India: Sahu



PROTESTING PRICE HIKE

Activists of All Assam Students Union (AASU) raise slogans during a protest over the price hike of fuel and other
essential commodities, in Guwahati, Friday.
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BRIEF
Rescued
 Kota: Police here res-

cued a 22-year-old girl
student, who was al-
legedly held captive
for a week at a hostel
room by a youth. The
girl, a resident of
Champaran district in
Bihar, was preparing
for the NEET exam at
a coaching institute
here. A special team
comprising cyber ex-
perts in coordination
with Bihar Police res-
cued the girl.

Demolished
 Jabalpur: Illegal

structures construct-
ed by a history-sheeter
were removed from
over 6,500 square feet
of government land in
Madhya Pradesh’s
Jabalpur district, the
local administration
said. The administra-
tion demolished ille-
gal structures con-
structed by Rais
Ahmed Ansari alias
Chapta, against whom
15 criminal cases, in-
cluding of murder and
carrying illegal arms,
have been registered
at the Hanumantal
Police Station,
an official said.

Betting
 Thane: Thane city po-

lice has arrested four
persons from
Ulhasnagar town in
the district for alleged-
ly taking bets on ongo-
ing IPL matches. A po-
lice team raided a mo-
bile shop near Camp
No 4 in Ulhasnagar
nabbed the accused
who were allegedly ac-
cepting bets over
phone on the match.
The arrested men
were identified as
Chiranjiv Ahuja, 29,
Kunal Samnani, 23,
Navin alias Vashu
Ratanlal Talreja, 26
and Rajesh Ishwarlal
Vacchani, 34.

Held
 Jammu:A man was

arrested here allegedly
for laundering money
on behalf of an ex-state
minister, and three oth-
ers were detained.
They said former min-
ister Babu Singh, a key
suspect in the racket, is
still at large. Singh was
a minister in the Mufti
Mohmmad Sayeed gov-
ernment in 2003-2005.
Police arrested
Mohammad Shareef
Shah, a resident of
Larnoo in Anantnag
district of South
Kashmir, from 
Gandhi Nagar area.

Gangsters
 New Delhi: The Delhi

Police Special Cell ar-
rested three members
of Lawrence Bishnoi
gang after a skirmish
which involved both
parties firing at each
other, officials said.
The accused were
identified as Vivek
Puri (22), a resident of
Bihar, Prashant
Hinjrao (24), a resi-
dent of Uttar Pradesh,
and Ashwini Kumar
(25), a resident of
Haryana. Three gang-
sters have been
nabbed after a brief
exchange of fire at
Simon Bolivar Road
near Buddha Garden.

Grounded
 New Delhi: Air India

has grounded two
cabin crew members
of its Tokyo-Delhi
flight of March 25 for
mistakenly serving
non-vegetarian meal
to a vegetarian pas-
senger, government
officials said. The pas-
senger had booked a
Jain vegetarian meal
for himself, the offi-
cials said. However,
the two crew members
mistakenly served
him a non-vegetarian
meal, they added.

Patna, Apr 01 (PTI):

Bihar Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar, who is serv-
ing his fourth term in of-
fice, will complete his five-
year-tenure and was “not
going anywhere”, senior
leaders of his party, the
Janata Dal (United), as-
serted on Friday.

More than one top lead-
ers of the JD(U) came out
with the clarification a day
after the rumour mill had

a field day interpreting an
off-the-cuff remark by
Kumar during an informal
interaction with journal-
ists.

The speculations were
triggered by Kumar’s ref-
erence to the Rajya Sabha
being the only House he
has not been a member of.

The chief minister
started off as an MLA in
the early 1980s, got elected
to the Lok Sabha there-
after for a number of

terms during which he
also served as a Union
minister for many years
and has been an MLC
since becoming the chief
minister in 2005.

This was construed as
the septuagenarian’s will-
ingness to give up his de-
manding job for a cushy
assignment like the Vice
President or the President.
Elections to both top posts
are due in a few months.

Oh dear! Respectable
Nitish Kumar ji has got
the mandate to serve the
people of Bihar for five
years. This means he is
not going anywhere. He is
the Chief Minister and
will continue in the capac-
ity , tweeted Upendra
Kushwaha, the JD(U)’s
parliamentary board chief.

Sanjay Kumar Jha, the
minister for Information
and Public Relations
Department who is also a
national general secretary
of the party, saw the ru-
mour surrounding the CM
as a propaganda that will
yield little .

Nitish not going anywhere,
will remain CM: JD(U)

Bihar CM Nitish Kumar at a function in Patna.

Gandhinagar, Apr 01 (PTI):

Aimed at prohibiting
the movement of stray
cattle on roads and public
places in urban areas of
Gujarat, the state
Assembly on Friday
passed a bill that man-
dates cattle-rearers to ob-
tain a licence to keep such
animals in cities and
towns and get them
tagged, failing which they
may face imprisonment.

The bill was passed in
the House in the wee
hours of Friday following
a seven-hour-long heated
debate on it that had start-
ed the previous day.

Opposition Congress ve-
hemently opposed the
“Gujarat Cattle Control
(Keeping and Moving) In
Urban Areas Bill”, and
threatened to launch a

state-wide stir against the
BJP government for
bringing such a “black
Act”.

While tabling the bill,
Minister of State for
Urban Development
Vinod Moradiya said the
practice of keeping cattle,

such as cows, buffaloes,
bulls and goats in urban
areas is causing trouble
for the city-dwellers as the
cattle-rearers let their ani-
mals stray on roads and
other public places.

“When authorities im-
pound such stray cattle,

the cattle-rearers take
them back after paying
fees and again release
them on roads. This is
causing problems for the
people. Many people have
died after being hit by
such stray cattle. This
practice is also not good
for cows because they die
on roads eating plastic,”
the minister said.

Under this law, cattle-
rearers will be required to
acquire a licence from a
competent authority to
keep their cattle in urban
areas, which comprise
eight cities - Ahmebad,
Rajkot, Surat, Vadodara,
Gandhinagar, Junagadh,
Bhavnagar and
Jamanagar - and 156
towns. Without that li-
cence, no person will be al-
lowed to keep cattle in the
city limits, said Moradiya.

Gujarat bill aims to tackle stray cattle menace in urban areas
State Govt says not creating any trouble for cattle rearers

Stray cattle sitting at busy junction in Vadodra.

Kasaragod, Apr 01 (PTI): 

Chief Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan on Friday came
out against the Centre for
its reluctance to hand over
central public sector un-
dertakings in Kerala
which are proposed to be
privatised, saying that the
objective of the state gov-
ernment is to rejuvenate
and strengthen such insti-
tutions further.

He expressed displeas-
ure over the BJP-led union
government’s stand of not
entrusting the state with
the management of the
Thiruvananthapuram
International Airport and
the state unit of HLL de-
spite repeated requests in
this regard. Vijayan was
speaking after inaugurat-
ing the KEL Electrical

Machines Limited, the
renovated version of
Bharat Heavy Electrical
L i m i t e d - E l e c t r i c a l
Machines Limited (BHEL-
EML) which had been
planned to be privatised by
the Centre.

A Central Public Sector
Enterprise (CPSE), the
BHEL-EML was taken

over by the state govern-
ment by spending a total of
Rs 77 crore, including Rs
43 crore for its revival and
promising to give it a fresh
lease of life with advanced
facilities.

“Though the state gov-
ernment has requested the
Centre to entrust the man-
agement of several such
institutions with the state,
the union government is
reluctant to do the same.
We have seen this in the
cases of
Thiruvananthapuram air-
port and the HLL,” he
said. When the Centre had
decided to disinvest HLL,
Kerala requested to hand
over the management of
its state unit but a
favourable reply was yet to
be received, he pointed
out.

Vijayan expresses displeasure
over PSU privatisation spree

Pinarayi Vijayan

New Delhi, Apr 01 (PTI):

A Parliamentary
Committee has asked the
Mussoorie-based Lal
Bahadur Shastri National
Academy of
Administration (LB-
SNAA) to re-orient its
training programme to
make young civil servants
sensitive to the needs of
the public, especially the
marginalised and the vul-
nerable. In its recent re-
port, the panel recom-
mended LBSNAA shifts its
approach from ‘one-size-
fits-all training’ to ‘need-
based customized train-
ing’. It is of the view that
training should be contin-
uous and it should be tai-
lored to the needs of the in-
dividual, said the report of
d e p a r t m e n t - r e l a t e d
Parliamentary Standing
Committee on Personnel,
Public Grievances, Law

and Justice, on demands
for grants (2022-23) pertain-
ing to the Department of
Personnel and Training.
The current training pro-
grammes offered at LB-
SNAA, especially at the
mid-career level, are based
on the premise that all offi-
cers need training, that
too, the same kind of train-
ing, it said. The committee
feels that this assumption

is basically flawed, stated
the report tabled in
Parliament on March 24.

Training needs vary
from individual to individ-
ual and therefore, the com-
mittee recommends LB-
SNAA first assess the core
competencies of the offi-
cer, then perform a gap
analysis, determine the
training needs and chalk
out a training programme

accordingly, it said. “The
Committee is of the con-
sidered view that LBSNAA
needs to re-orient its train-
ing programme to make
young civil servants sensi-
tive to the needs of the gen-
eral public, especially the
marginalized and the vul-
nerable,” the report said.
LBSNAA needs to inte-
grate classroom-based the-
oretical training with ex-
periential training in real
settings, it said. During
training, LBSNAA may as-
sign young officer trainees
to tribal hamlets, remote
villages, areas with harsh
terrains and difficult con-
ditions for two-three
weeks, completely discon-
nected from mundane life
and enable them to get
first-hand experience of
the challenges faced by
these groups of people on
day-to-basis, the report
said.

Re-orient training for young civil servants: Parliamentary panel

LBSNAA complex in Mussoorie.

Shillong, Apr 01 (PTI):

The Survey of India
has been asked to coordi-
nate with Assam and
Meghalaya for conduct-
ing a joint inspection of
the inter-state boundary
to redraw the map before
a Bill is introduced in the
Parliament, Chief
Minister Conrad K
Sangma has said.

The two northeastern
states have recently
inked a historic agree-
ment to end their 50-year-
old dispute and resolve
differences in six of 12
areas. “The Survey of
India has been asked to
do a joint inspection with
both state governments.
Once that process is com-
pleted, we expect the
Centre to introduce in
Parliament a Bill to re-

draw the border,”
Sangma told reporters
here. He said that the
process will take some
time, but “what is impor-
tant is that the ball has
started rolling”.

The chief minister said
that the trust-building ex-
ercise between the two
states will lay down prin-
ciples for future engage-

ments. Referring to an in-
cident of boundary pil-
lars found erected in
West Khasi Hills district,
he said, “I brought the
matter to the Assam CM’s
attention and he was very
concerned about it and
said this shouldn’t have
happened.

Incidents like these
will affect the proper im-
plementation of the
process besides disrupt-
ing the peace. Both states
will ensure that the issue
is resolved. People of
these areas should not
suffer.”

Asked when the two
states will start talks to
resolve the remaining six
areas of difference, he
said, “We will catch our
breath for some time. It
has been tough six
months.

‘Survey of India to conduct joint 
inspection of Assam-Meghalaya border’

Conrad K Sangma

New Delhi, Apr 01 (PTI):

Tamil Nadu Chief
Minister MK Stalin on
Friday said his govern-
ment has been creating
model schools in the
southern state on the lines
of Delhi and invited
Arvind Kejriwal to visit
them. Stalin along with
his Delhi counterpart
Arvind Kejriwal visited a
Delhi government school
where officials briefed the
Tamil Nadu chief minis-
ter on the change in the ed-
ucation system in the city
under the AAP govern-
ment. An official informed
Stalin that the Delhi gov-
ernment has been spend-
ing around 25 per cent of
its budget on education
consistently for the last six
to seven years. “In 2014-15,
government schools had a
pass percentage of 88 in

Class 12, which was less
than private schools. It in-
creased to 98 per cent in
2019-20 as compared to 92
per cent in private
schools,” he said. Stalin
said his government has
been replicating Delhi’s

model schools in the
southern state. “After com-
ing to power in Tamil
Nadu, we have been giving
the highest priority to the
education and medical sec-
tors. Just like how model
schools are running in

Delhi, we are doing in
Tamil Nadu also. “We will
invite Chief Minister
Kejriwal after the comple-
tion of work there. He
should come, I invite him
on the behalf of the people
of Tamil Nadu,” he said.

Kejriwal told Stalin that
principals of government
schools are sent for train-
ing abroad and teachers
are trained in Indian
Institutes of Management.

Deputy Chief Minister
Manish Sisodia told Stalin
that the Delhi government
is moving children away
from rote learning to
mindful learning.

When Stalin asked
about improvement in
terms of English, Kejriwal
told him that they have
tied up with the British
Council and the US
Embassy to train teachers
in the language.

‘Creating model schools in Tamil Nadu on lines of Delhi’

Tamil Nadu CM MK Stalin with Delhi CM Arvind Kejriwal
and Dy CM Manish Sisodia visits a Delhi government
school, in New Delhi, Friday.

Mumbai, Apr 01 (PTI):

Mumbai’s Colaba-
SEEPZ Metro rail line-3
may take another two to
two-and-a-half years to
complete as several works,
including some part of the
tunnel boring work as well

construction of stations,
are still pending, a senior
official of the Mumbai
Metropolitan Region
Development Authority
(MMRDA) has said. Once
completed, this first un-
derground metro line of
the city will provide con-

nectivity to the city air-
port from south Mumbai
and western suburbs, and
reduce the burden on the
suburban locals.
Addressing a press confer-
ence, MMRDA’s metropoli-
tan commissioner SVR
Srinivas said, “Mumbai
metro line 3 will take at
least another two to two-
and-a-half years to com-
plete as a lot of works re-
main other than the
depot.”

“Another 1.5 km-long
tunnel boring work on the
33.5 km line is pending,
apart from construction of
the stations and other
works like signalling,
telecommunications, over-
head wires, and control
center, among other
things,” he added.

Mumbai Metro rail-3 project may
take two more years to complete

Colaba-SEEPZ Metro rail tunnel.
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BRIEF
Declares

Panama City: The
president of Panama
declared an annual
national holiday to
commemorate
Panamanians who
died during the 1989
US invasion of the
country. The decree
signed by President
Laurentino Cortizo
establishes Dec 20, the
date of the invasion,
as a national day of
mourning. People in
Panama will have the
day off.

Collapse
Belgrade: An acci-
dent in a mine in cen-
tral Serbia killed at
least eight people and
wounded 20 on Friday,
state Serbian televi-
sion RTS reported.
The accident in the
Soko coal mine hap-
pened in dark. The
RTS report says part
of the mine pit col-
lapsed trapping the
miners inside. The
head of the medical
center in nearby
Aleksinac, Rodoljub
Zivadinovic, said that
18 people have been
hospitalized there,
mostly with light in-
juries.

Shooting
Lebanon: A
Pennsylvania police of-
ficer was killed and two
officers were injured
during a shooting
while responding to a
domestic disturbance,
Lebanon Mayor Sherry
Capello said. Police
went to a home in the
city for the disturbance
call. Nearly an hour
later gunfire broke out
and officers radioed
they were hit, Capello
said at a brief news
conference.

Held
Berlin: Authorities in
Germany said they
have detained six men
on suspicion of plan-
ning to sabotage over-
head power lines in
order to disrupt the
country’s electricity
supply. Police said
hundreds of officers
raided apartments
that were linked to the
men in the southeast-
ern town of
Neumarkt.

Moscow, Apr 01 (AP):

As Moscow’s forces bog
down in Ukraine, many
young Russians of draft
age are increasingly jit-
tery about the prospect of
being sent into combat.
Making those fears partic-
ularly acute is an annual
spring conscription that
begins Friday and aims to
round up 134,500 men for a
one-year tour of military
duty.

Defense Minister Sergei
Shoigu pledged at a meet-
ing of the military brass
this week that the new re-
cruits won’t be sent to
front lines or ‘hot spots.’

But the statement was
met with skepticism by
many in Russia who re-

member the separatist
wars in the southern re-
public of Chechnya in the

1990s and early 2000s,
when thousands of poorly
trained young men were
killed. ‘I don’t trust them
when they say they won’t
send conscripts into com-
bat. They lie all the time,’
said Vladislav, a 22-year-
old who is completing his
studies and fears he could
face the draft immediately
after graduation. He asked
that his last name not be
used, fearing reprisals.

All Russian men aged
18-27 must serve one year
in the military, but a large
share avoid the draft for
health reasons or defer-
ments granted to universi-
ty students.

War in Ukraine fuels fears among
draft-age Russian youths

Servicemen of the engineer-sapper regiment take the 
military oath in the Voronezh Region, Russia.

Wellington, Apr 01 (AP):

Seeking to counter inter-
national fears over its new
security alliance with China,
the Solomon Islands said
Friday it won’t allow China
to build a military base
there.

But that insistence will do
little to ease concerns about
the pact from the nation’s
traditional partners that in-
clude New Zealand,
Australia and the United
States. The leader of neigh-
boring Micronesia added his
voice to those expressing

trepidation by invoking the
bloody battles of World War
II and warning that the pact
could again see the South
Pacific region become a bat-
tleground for much larger
powers.

The Solomon Islands gov-
ernment said a draft agree-
ment of the new security
pact had been initialed by

representatives from the
Solomons and China and
would be ‘cleaned up’ and
signed. In a statement Friday,
the Solomon Islands govern-
ment said that ‘contrary to
the misinformation promot-
ed by anti-government com-
mentators’ the agreement
did not invite China to estab-
lish a military base.

Solomon Islands says China deal
won’t include military base

A boat leaves Solomon Islands.

About 700,000 peo-
ple reside in
Soloman Islands

Migrants hopeful, suspicious at US reopening to asylum
Ciudad Juarez, Apr 01 (AP):

More than a dozen mi-
grants excitedly ran out of
their dormitory at the
Good Samaritan shelter
here at the mere mention
that the Biden administra-
tion may lift a rule that ex-
pels people at the border
before they can request a
chance at humanitarian
protection in the United
States.

They quizzed a reporter
they’d overheard speak of
the expected change in a
rule that for the past two
years has forced asylum
seekers to wait at shelters
in in Mexican border
cities terrorized by organ-
ized crime.

At times the wait has
seemed interminable.
They struggle to find
work, worry about debts
accumulated to just reach
the border and live in fear
that they or their children
could be snatched by drug
cartels preying on the
most vulnerable.

Migrants have been ex-
pelled more than 1.7 mil-
lion times from the US
under public health pow-
ers invoked in March
2020 that are designed to
prevent spread of Covid-
19. The Biden adminis-
tration plans to lift Title
42 authority – named for
a 1944 public health law –
by May 23, according to
people familiar with the

matter, with an official an-
nouncement expected as
early as Friday. Near the
height of the omicron
variant in late January,
the US Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention
had extended the order to
this week.

Reaction at migrant
shelters in Ciudad Juarez

shows the determination
of many migrants to settle
in the United States as
soon as possible.

Most of the 63 people
staying at Good
Samaritan, across the bor-
der from El Paso, Texas,
were women and their
children from Mexico and
Central America.

WWF report says online wildlife
trade on rise in Myanmar

Bangkok, Apr 01 (AP):

A report by the World
Wildlife Fund shows ille-
gal purchases of wildlife
online are growing in
Myanmar in a threat both
to public health and to en-
dangered species. The re-
port released on Friday
found that enforcement of
bans on such transactions
has weakened amid politi-
cal turmoil following a
2021 military takeover.

The number of such
dealings rose 74 per cent
over a year earlier to
11,046, nearly all of them
involving sales of live ani-
mals. For the 173 species
traded, 54 are threatened
with global extinction, the
report said.

Researchers identified
639 Facebook accounts be-
longing to wildlife traders.
The largest online trading
group had more than
19,000 members and
dozens of posts per week,
it said.

The animals bought and
sold included elephants,
bears and gibbons,
Tibetan antelope, critical-
ly endangered pangolins
and an Asian giant tor-
toise. The most popular
were various species of
monkeys, often bought as
pets.

Most of the animals ad-
vertised for sale were
taken from the wild. They
also included civets,
which along with pan-

golins have been identified
as potential vectors in the
spread of diseases such as
SARS and COVID-19.

Shaun Martin, who
heads the WWF’s Asia-
Pacific regional cyber-
crime project, said moni-
toring of the online
wildlife trade shows differ-
ent species being kept
close together, sometimes
in the same cage.

With Asia’s track record
as a breeding ground for
many recent zoonotic dis-
eases, this sharp uptick in
online trade of wildlife in
Myanmar is extremely
concerning, he said.

The unregulated trade
in wild species and result-
ing interactions between
wild species and humans
raise the risks of new and
possibly vaccine-resistant
mutations of illnesses
such as the COVID-19 that
could evolve undetected in

non-human hosts into
more dangerous variants
of disease, experts say.

COVID-19 is one of
many diseases traced back
to animals. The killing and
sale of what is known as
bushmeat in Africa was
thought to be a source for
Ebola. Bird flu likely came
from chickens at a market
in Hong Kong in 1997.

Measles is believed to
have evolved from a virus
that infected cattle.

Illegal wildlife trade is a
serious concern from the
point of view of biodiver-
sity preservation and con-
servation and its potential
impact on health security,”
said Mary Elizabeth G.
Miranda, an expert on
zoonotic diseases and ill-
ness and CEO of the Field
Epidemiology Training
Program Alumni
Foundation in the
Philippines.
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Ceremonies
Some states always had a

secular culture, where every-
one, irrespective of caste, reli-
gion, dialect, etc could partici-
pate. So, whenever a new pub-
lic construction is initiated (for
example, arrangements for
organizing a Bihu), the
"laikhuta" would be laid as the
foundation ceremony. In inau-
guration or foundation laying
ceremonies, especially those by
the Governments, the focus was
on the event. However, of late,
it is observed that a culture of
"bhoomi poojan" has started by
the Government, while laying
ceremonies, akin to "bhoomi
poojan" for temple building cer-
emonies in the northern parts
of India, especially in Uttar
Pradesh. The ceremonies are
performed by non-local priests.
This is not in good taste. Apart
from the huge, but avoidable,
expenses incurred, it brings
forth religion into the picture in
public functions and an invasion
of local culture, values and
ethos. We vociferously oppose
such initiatives of the
Government.

DD  BBhhuuttiiaa,,  vviiaa  eemmaaiill

Price hike
Undoubtedly, fuel price hikes

can adversely impact the elec-
toral prospects of an ordinary
ruling party. But the BJP is an
extraordinary political party
which seems to be able to tailor
the narrative of any issue to suit
the taste buds of its large base.
Hence, even if the fuel prices
were allowed to reflect the mar-
ket reality during the polling
season, the outcomes might not
have changed drastically, if at
all. If a combination of factors
like the mishandling of COVID-
19, the migrant labour issue,
farmers' agitation, and lack of
employment opportunities was
not sufficient to bring signifi-
cant change in the electoral
outcome, let alone regime
change, then not many of the
conventional measures for
maintaining a level-playing
electoral field are going to work
any more.

AA  VVeennkkaatt,,  vviiaa  eemmaaiill

Nation idea
"There is strength in our

union. Our union of culture. Our
union of diversity. our union of
language. Our union of people.
Our union of states. from
Kashmir to Kerela, from gujarat
to bengal. india is beautiful in
all colours. do not insult the
spirit of india." This was what
the former president of
Congress, a century-old party
claiming to bring independence
to the nation tweeted in his
microblog. What is this Mr
Gandhi? You being an ex-presi-
dent of the AICC and a project-
ed Prime Ministerial candidate
of the nation from your party
have no idea about the bound-
ary of your nation. Very unfor-
tunately, the very same can be
said about our national anthem
where the entire NE India is for-
gotten or one can say it is
ignored. Enough is enough
Rahul Gandhi! You have in the
meantime done enough dam-
age to yourself and your party
by your senseless tweets
because of your lack of knowl-
edge. You are digging hole for
your party.

AAsshhiimm,,  vviiaa  eemmaaiill

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

WHAT THEY TWEET!

SSiiddddhhaarrtthh@@SSiiddddhhaarrtthh__VVaazzee

Unpopular Opinion: Every
time you walk into a hotel
lobby, restaurant, or meet-
ing room, you're subcon-
sciously getting judged on
Your confidence levels,
What you're wearing, Your
body language, How you
behave, Fitness levels. Act

accordingly.

MMoonniiddiippaa@@mmoonniiddiippaaddeeyy
As per Skanda Purana, Yada
Maharishi, son of Maharshi
Rishyasringa performed penance here
to Sri Vishnu as Narasimha. Pleased
with his penance Bhagwan appeared
before him and manifested himself in
five forms: Jwaalaa Narasimha,
Gandabheranda, Yogananda, Ugra &
Lakshmi Narasimha.

AAbbhhiisshheekk@@AAbbhhiisshhBBaanneerrjj
In this fiscal, India has reached
$650 billion of exports ($400 billion
merchandise + $250 billion servic-
es). And because liberal econo-
mists asked: Bangladesh yearly
export is $39 billion. Every 3 weeks,
India exports more than
Bangladesh exports in a full year.

AArrvviinndd@@ddrraavviirrmmaannii

As you know well, an
interlocutor's words
(even if empty diplo-
matese) can be used by
us to educate the inter-
locutor about the ground
reality (as we see it) and
our core national inter-
ests; and to question their
illusions or delusions!

DDhhaarraamm@@ddhhaarraammvveeeerriiffss
No news about destinations about journey of what has been stolen from us.

NNiiddhhii  RRaazzddaann@@NNiiddhhii
I don't know about you but I'm
not going to stop wearing a mask
in public places. Covid is not over,
see the rest of the world. We have
to protect the most vulnerable
around us like the elderly and
immunocompromised.

S tating that a user can initiate proceedings against a
social media platform for suspending his or her ac-

count without a prior notice, the Centre has told the Delhi
High Court that a significant social media intermediary
may remove only the unlawful content of the user but not
take down the account itself. Only in such cases where
the majority of content by a user is unlawful, the extreme
step of suspending the account may be taken, the Centre
said. The stand taken by the government is in contrast
with its stand in January 2020 in response to Senior
Advocate Sanjay Hegde's petition seeking restoration of
his Twitter account. The issue prima facie is between
him and Twitter, the Centre had said then while declar-
ing itself to be 'neither a necessary nor a proper party to
the proceeding”. However, the IT Rules 2021, which has
put additional responsibility on social media platforms,
had not been notified. The Centre said that it is commit-
ted to upholding the rights of every citizen of the country
under Article 14, 19 and 21 of the Constitution of India.
The trend is clear for internet transforming into 'splinter-
net' with different set of regulations in different geogra-
phies. Although the digital revolution is now decades old,
there still is no global digital economic order. Instead,
there are competing visions of digital capitalism, pre-
dominantly articulated by the United States, China, and
the European Union, which have been developing their
models for many years and are increasingly exporting
them to developing and emerging economies such as
India. Absent more global alignment, the world could
miss out on promising technological solutions to shared
problems. The question, of course, is what kind of alter-
native digital order is possible in today's world. How can
the internet be reclaimed to serve citizens, rather than
dominant political and economic interests? Realigning
the incentives that drive the digital economy will not be
easy. Still, recent policymaking efforts reflect demand for
new forms of governance.

Regulators and governing authorities around the world
are considering how to redefine their AI and data agen-
das, foster the next generation of digital players, and
shape global standards to fit their own respective visions.
But if each of these jurisdictions' main goal is to rein in
overpowered digital platforms, there may be common
ground upon which to build a more effective global digital
order. In the rising 'splinternet,' informational isolation is
on the rise. People within different silos have fundamen-
tally different views about facts and thus what constitutes
truth. There is not even agreement on how to secure and
coordinate key features of the digital architecture, such as
GPS. Each jurisdiction has its own framework, be it
China's BeiDou Navigation Satellite System, the Indian
Regional Navigation Satellite System, or Europe's Galileo
system. Many developing and emerging economies are
still deciding how to expand and govern their digital capa-
bilities so that new technologies serve their broader
strategies to achieve sustained economic growth. If meas-
ures to improve access to technology do not account for
different local and national growth strategies, they may
entrench an undesirable digital economic future. Given
this, each of the three digital powers can come to the table
with eyes open. Creating a more stable and coherent glob-
al digital order need not be about achieving full alignment
between the three models. But failing to reflect on how
and where these digital orders are incompatible may re-
sult in a race to the bottom rather than a race to the top.

Rise of ‘splinternet’

T he general strike called by trade unions in India re-
cently had mixed response and no effect on private

enterprises and business sector. Bu the persistence of sev-
eral of the demands like those concerning contract work-
ers, scheme-based workers and labour law reforms re-
flects little gain for the striking workers over the decades
on the one hand, and utter insensitivity on the part of gov-
ernments of all hues on the other. But it is time that trade
unions introspect of the impact of these actions.
Neoliberalism is the dominant driver of public policies
and labour laws. The neoliberal ideology of unrestrained
markets has led to a global crisis. Back in 1947, as the
world was rebuilding from the destruction of the Second
World War, a few dozen free-market ideologues met in a
luxury Swiss resort to form the Mont Pelerin Society, an
organization devoted to spreading the ideology of neolib-
eralism throughout the world. Their ideas that the free
market should dominate virtually all aspects of society,
that regulations should be dismantled, and that individ-
ual liberty should eclipse all other considerations of fair-
ness, equity, or community welfare were considered fanat-
ical at the time. Over three decades, though, financed by
wealthy donors, they assiduously established networks of
academics, businessmen, economists, journalists, and
politicians in global centres of power.

Through their control of government, finance, busi-
ness, and media, neoliberal adherents have succeeded in
transforming the world into a globalized market-based
system. In today's corporate dominated global stage, na-
tions and municipalities compete against each other to at-
tract corporate investment to their region, relinquishing
taxation, regulations, and worker protections in the hope
of jobs or infrastructure spending. In most countries, the
boundaries between corporate executives and govern-
ment have become so blurred as to be virtually non-exis-
tent. A new moniker arising from the corporate titans at
the World Economic Forum is 'stakeholder capitalism”,
an inviting term that seems to imply that stakeholders
other than investors will play a role in setting corporate
priorities, but actually refers to a profoundly anti-demo-
cratic process whereby corporations are assuming even
more dominant roles in global governance. Trade unions
suffer significantly from legal knowledge and assistance
deficit. Then, they have to identify and work with legal
minds that value social justice and workers' welfare.
Trade unions do not seem to have attempted even this pos-
sibility. The political support option to trade unions has
limited relevance as opposition parties are divided
amongst themselves. Instead of governments, trade
unions should directly and collectively negotiate with
owners of mega multinational corporations and industry
associations.

Unions should introspect
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A visitor looks at a book on display at the Big Bad Wolf Book Sale in Bangkok, Thailand.

BOOKS FOR SALE

C ooperatives in India are all
poised to witness a rapid trans-

formation since the first cooperative
law in India was enacted in 1904. With
the new paradigms and changing con-
tours of having a separate Ministry of
Cooperation with Budgetary allocation
for Cooperatives a renewed interest
has spurted on the cooperative move-
ment in India as a priority sector for
growth. A cooperative model used as
an instrument of change at different
points of time, particularly up to ninth
five-year plan (1997-2002) has con-
tributed to the success of India's devel-
opment planning. It has inherent ad-
vantages in achieving the poverty alle-
viation, food and nutritional security,
social integration, and employment
generation. The cooperative sector is
one of the key sectors of the economy
having broader reach to rural India
through their enormous network of
credit and non-credit societies. Out of a
total 8.5 lakh cooperative units in India,
around 20 percent (1.77 lakh units) are
credit cooperatives and remaining 80
percent are non-credit cooperatives in-
volved in diverse activities viz. 

Fishery, Dairy, Producer, Processing,
Consumer, Industrial, Marketing,
Tourism, Hospital, Housing, Transport,
Labour, Farming, Service, Livestock,
Multi-purpose Cooperatives, etc. cov-
ering approximately ninety percent of
villages. In terms membership about
two hundred and ninety million farm-
ers are enrolled in the cooperatives,
comprising 72 percent in the credit co-
operatives and 28 percent in the case
of non-credit cooperatives (NCUI,

2018). Primary Agriculture Cooperative
Credit Societies (PACS) are the Short-
Term Cooperative Credit Structure
(STCCS) building blocks in the country.
As per the Reserve Bank of India, as of
March 31, 2018, there are 95,238 PACS
with a membership of 13.2 crores cov-
ering 6,39,342 villages in India. These
societies play a significant role in the fi-
nancial empowerment of farmers and
lower-income groups in the villages by
meeting their financial. 

With the dwindling share of cooper-
atives in rural credit, the relevance of
these institutions has been periodically
questioned in policy circles in the back-
drop of a fast-changing financial sys-
tem where efficiency, profitability,
technology and sustainability are em-
phasised. The refrain of some policy
advocacy groups has been that only
strong organisations that can deliver
sustainable outcomes should be al-
lowed to continue in the financial
space. But the cooperative system has
mostly not realised the enormous po-
tential of its vast outreach, mainly be-
cause of financial weaknesses and im-
paired governance standards. The con-
cept of mutuality (with savings and
credit functions going together), that
provided strength to cooperatives the
world over, was not established strong-
ly in India, with higher greater focus
being given to borrowing and lending.
This lending-centric approach, coupled
with poor governance systems, led to
dependence on higher financing agen-
cies for resources, recurrent losses, de-
posit erosion, poor portfolio quality.

Despite a good network and need
for Institutions like PACS, there are lan-
guishing services dispensed through
PACS. The International Cooperative
Alliance (ICA) states that Cooperatives
are based on the values of self-help,
self-responsibility, democracy, equali-
ty, equity, and solidarity. In the tradi-
tion of their founders, cooperative
members believe in the ethical values
of honesty openness, social responsi-
bility and caring for others. The core
principle of Cooperative seems to have
been compromised leading to erosion
of dispensing financial and non-finan-
cial services. Insufficient funding de-

faults in repayment, scarcity of profes-
sional human resources and slow tech-
nological infusion have resulted in
poor management information sys-
tems, transparency, laxity in internal
control systems, malpractices leading
to stagnated growth. The Mehta
Committee (1937) recommended the
reorganization of Cooperative Credit
Societies as 'multi-purpose' coopera-
tives in order to address mounting dis-
tress and discontent. Further, during
pre-independence, the Agricultural
Credit Organization Committee head-
ed by Sir Manilal Nanavati as
Chairman re-emphasized and recom-
mended the State assistance in agri-
cultural finance and conversion of all
credit cooperatives into multi-purpose
cooperatives in order to make them vi-
able business unit.

Ministry of Cooperation has priori-
tized PACS from being just a credit so-
ciety to a multi-services society that
can act as a single window for credit
and services. The revival also calls for
reorienting PACS as service organiza-
tions and converging with the schemes
related to agriculture budget 2022-23
e.g. agriculture marketing, horticul-
ture, edible oils, organic value chain
development for the North East region,
natural farming etc. PACS will be
strengthened as Multipurpose soci-
eties by undertaking activities like pro-
curement, storage and warehousing,
processing, rural and agricultural logis-
tic managements, market advisory and
intelligence etc. However, the 'mem-
bers' economic participation” and 'co-
operation among cooperatives” as the
key principles of cooperatives needs to
remain centrality in current market and
technology-driven economy. But a
PACS, to really make a difference, will
need to first transition from being just a
credit society to a multi-service centre
(MSC) and turn into a one-stop shop
for both goods and services. 

A vital strategic step towards tech-
nology adoption and becoming busi-
ness-wise viable is digitalizing of the
PACS. An amount of Rs 350 crore has
been earmarked in the union Budget
2022-23 for digitisation of Primary
Agriculture Cooperative Societies. A

plan to computerize 63000 PACS has
been devised by the Ministry of
Cooperation. No commercial bank
branch can ever come close to provid-
ing the kind of services a PACS can,
and, that within itself shows just why
PACS need to be propped up. Perhaps
this is what the All-India Rural Credit
Survey of 1951 meant when it stated
that 'Cooperation has failed. But coop-
eration must succeed”. The digitization
of PACs will aid in the implementation
of many agriculture-related initiatives
and ensure that farmers receive credit,
fertilizers, and seeds in a transparent
through digital inclusivity. Quality con-
trol through technology and innovation
in PACS is also very much essential.

Diversifying the practice, innovating,
collaborating in sharing knowledge,
and using emerging technology are all
essential for PACS to perform more ef-
fectively and sustainably in this digital
universe of a cooperative. Aspects of
Industry 4.0, such as big data, the
Internet of Things, and blockchain
technology, bring efficiency and trust
in the delivery supply chain. It's the
right time to bring blockchain technol-
ogy into the supply chain of spices,
fisheries, cashew, saffron which are
high-value and export-oriented prod-
ucts with a good engagement of mem-
bers of cooperative societies. The need
of the hour is to enhance digital literacy
through consistent training and skill
development of members of PACS. The
KAP (Knowledge, Attitudes Practices)
needs to be adopted by the institutions
in the pathway of digitalization of PACS
which would bring a systematic ap-
proach of technology adoption as well
as the expected outcome. The budget
allocation for cooperatives indicates
the focus of cooperatives as a driver of
growth and prosperity. Leveraging on
innovations, entrepreneurship, and
training, it outlines how to leverage
growth from the bottom of the pyramid
and constantly build forward linkages
and integration with sectors like educa-
tion, health, agriculture, textile, small
and medium enterprises, energy, envi-
ronment.

((HHeemmaa  YYaaddaavv  iiss  DDiirreeccttoorr,,  
VVAAMMNNIICCOOMM  iinn  PPuunnee..))

Unleashing growth in rural India 
through cooperative way

NNiikkii@@DDrrNNiikkiittaaMMeehhrraa
If I ever get my own office space, I
will place this messaging at the
entrance: Please enter this space
after leaving your ego & conflicts of
interest at the door. I am here to
engage on anything that relates to
advancing research, empowering
patients, & improving patient care.

HEMA YADAV
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BRIEF
President

New Delhi:
Healthcare industry
body NATHEALTH on
Friday said it has ap-
pointed Wipro GE
Healthcare Managing
Director Shravan
Subramanyam as its
new President.
Subramanyam takes
over from Harsh
Mahajan, Founder
Chief Radiologist at
Mahajan Imaging.

Stake
New Delhi: Bosch
Ltd, a provider of
technology and servic-
es in the mobility
ecosystem, on Friday
said it has acquired a
14 per cent stake in
Bengaluru-based B2B
start-up Zeliot
Connected Services
Pvt Ltd. This invest-
ment will enhance
Bosch Ltd’s role in the
mobility landscape
through offerings on
digital platforms in
the personalised and
connected mobility.

Appoints

Mumbai: Mahindra
Manulife Mutual
Fund, a joint venture
of Mahindra Finance
and Manulife
Investment
Management of
Singapore, has ap-
pointed Anthony
Heredia as its manag-
ing director and chief
executive with imme-
diate effect to succeed
Ashutosh Bishnoi.

Buys
New Delhi: Global in-
vestment firm
Brookfield has agreed
to buy 51 per cent
stake in Bharti
Enterprises’ four com-
mercial properties, in-
cluding Worldmark at
Aerocity in the na-
tional capital, at an en-
terprise value of Rs
5,000 crore. Bharti
Enterprises and
Brookfield announced
that they have entered
into a joint venture.

Acquires

New Delhi: Coliving
operator Stanza
Living has acquired
enterprise IoT plat-
form Singularity
Automation in an all-
cash deal to strength-
en its technology
ecosystem. Stanza
Living MD Anindya
Dutta said we look for-
ward to customising
solutions and creating
platforms.

Loan
Mumbai: The Japan
International
Cooperation Agency
(Jica) has signed a
loan agreement with
the government to ex-
tend 1,16,520 million
yen or around Rs 7,517
crore to the Western
leg of the dedicated
freight railway project.
The agency said the
soft loan is being ex-
tended under the gov-
ernment of Japan’s of-
ficial development as-
sistance window.

Mumbai, Apr 01 (PTI):

Corporate India’s credit
quality showed a sharp im-
provement in the second
half of FY22, but high
input prices and withdraw-
al of pandemic-related re-
lief measures can pose
pressures in the new year,
rating agencies said on
Friday.

Crisil Ratings, which
rates a large number of fi-
nancial sector entities, re-
ported an improvement in
the credit ratio — the num-
ber of upgrades to down-
grade — to 5.04 times in the
second half of this finan-
cial year, from the 2.96 per
cent in the first half of the
fiscal. It attributed the im-
provement to a sustained
rebound in demand, which
lifted revenues of most sec-
tors to pre-pandemic levels
and proactive relief meas-
ures by the government
that cushioned the pan-
demic blow.

The agency
gave a “posi-
tive” outlook on
credit quality
going ahead and
expects the up-
grades to outnumber
downgrades in FY23 as
well. However, with the
pressure exerted
on input
p r i c e s ,
cour-

tesy a
push in

c o m m o d i t y
prices following the

Russian invasion of
Ukraine, and the possibili-
ty of withdrawal of pan-
demic-related relief meas-
ures can also moderate the
credit ratio, it said.

“Demand recovery, nim-
bleness in managing sup-
ply chains, and a tight
leash on costs have shored
up the median operating

profit growth of the up-
graded companies by 41

per cent in the past two
fiscals more than

d o u b l e
the rate

f o r
t h e
port-

folio,” its
president and
chief ratings offi-
cer Subodh Rai
said. Meanwhile, Icra said
credit quality rebounded in
FY22 after the economic
slowdown in FY20 and the
pandemic scarred FY21.

The downgrade of 184 en-
tities lowered the downgrade
rate to a mere 6 per cent, as
against a ten-year average of
9 per cent, while the upgrade
rate was 19 per cent in FY22
on the back of 561 entities’
ratings upgrade,it said.

India Inc’s credit quality improved
sharply in second half of FY-22 Bengaluru, Apr 01:

Neobank FloBiz an-
nounced its foray into
banking services for SMBs
with the launch of Smart
Collect - part of the Smart
Banking module - on its
flagship GST invoicing and
accounting product
myBillBook. With Smart
Collect, businesses can
now collect payments from
their customers instanta-
neously via UPI & bank
transfers and automatical-
ly reconcile them against
pending invoices. This
marks the beginning of
the financial services
roadmap for the neobank
which caters to millions of
SMBs across the country.

The Smart Collect fea-
ture has already been
rolled out to an exclusive
set of current myBillBook
users both on mobile and
desktop applications.
FloBiz plans to extend the
rollout in the coming few
weeks to a wider user base
who meet certain eligibili-
ty criteria. Smart Collect
has an intuitive design,

which is easy to enable and
begin using. In addition to
existing capabilities,
myBillBook also launched
its Point-of-Sale (POS) in-
voicing interface in
December last year for or-
ganised retail and fran-
chise businesses, thereby
making Smart Collect a
powerful payments solu-
tion for both non-retail and
retail SMBs on
myBillBook. Rahul Raj, co-
founder and CEO of
FloBiz, said, “In January
2022, the total monthly
trade recorded by the 1M+
active SMBs on

myBillBook stood at $1.5B
and continues to grow
steadily. We’re extremely
excited about the launch of
Smart Collect, which is
our first step towards the
neobanking roadmap.

The broader Smart
Banking module will allow
SMBs to collect payments
from customers and make
outward transactions to-
wards suppliers, vendors
and day-to-day business ex-
penses. It will also bring
Current Account manage-
ment capabilities directly
on myBillBook, making it
a one-stop solution for all

invoicing, accounting, in-
ventory management,
business reporting and
banking needs for busi-
nesses.” Siddharth Seth,
VP - Products, FloBiz,
shared, “We’ve always had
a customer-first approach
to designing robust and
scalable technological so-
lutions. Smart Collect is
also a product of the same
approach where we thor-
oughly studied record-
keeping and banking be-
haviours of SMBs in India
to ultimately deliver an ex-
tremely intuitive and easy
to use payments solution.

FloBiz forays into banking services for SMBs 

Hyderabad, Apr 01: 

The country’s largest
iron ore producer, report-
ed cumulative production
and sales for FY22 stood at
42.15 MT and 40.70 MT re-
spectively, a growth of 23%
in production and 22% in
sales over the same period
last year. This records the
best ever annual physical
performance for NMDC,
powered by a steady
growth in FY22.
Cumulative production
and sales for Q4 of FY22
stood at 13.84 MT and 12.34
MT respectively, a growth
of 12% in production and
12% in sales over the same
period last year. This
records the best ever quar-
terly physical perform-
ance for NMDC. NMDC re-
ported iron ore production
of 4.98MT and sale of

4.21MT for the month of
March 2022. With a growth
of 9% in production and
3% in sales over CPLY, the
mining major achieved
the highest production
and sales numbers for any
March month in company
history. Congratulating
the NMDC team for their
company’s best-ever per-

formance, NMDC CMD
Sumit Deb said, “NMDC
has achieved a record-
breaking physical per-
formance for FY22 on the
back of a propelling ex-
pansion and investment
strategy, we are entering
the new fiscal with a valu-
able head start. Our digi-
talisation drive is begin-
ning to contribute to our
improved performance
and we are excited to see
this transformation in
how we do business and
share the benefits with our
stakeholders. As the
Government of India
seeks to ramp up the do-
mestic per capita steel con-
sumption in our country,
NMDC will take on an en-
hanced role to strengthen
raw material supply and
give impetus to self-re-
liance in the sector.”

NMDC records best ever 
annual performance for FY 22 Mumbai, Apr 01 (PTI):

Equity markets began
the new financial year
with smart gains on
Friday, with the Sensex
rallying over 708 points to
recapture the crucial
59,000-mark following
gains in index majors
HDFC twins and Reliance
Industries, along with for-
eign fund inflows.

On the first day of trad-
ing in the new financial
year, the BSE barometer
rallied 708.18 points or 1.21
per cent to settle at
59,276.69. During the day, it
jumped 828.11 points or
1.41 per cent to 59,396.62.

The broader NSE Nifty
advanced 205.70 points or
1.18 per cent to settle at
17,670.45.

From the 30-share
Sensex pack, NTPC,
PowerGrid, IndusInd
Bank, State Bank of India,
HDFC, Mahindra &

Mahindra, HDFC Bank,
Bajaj Finance and Axis
Bank were among the lead
gainers.

In contrast, Tech
Mahindra, Sun Pharma,
Dr Reddy’s, Titan and
Infosys were the laggards.

Elsewhere in Asia, ex-
changes in Seoul and
Tokyo ended lower, while
Shanghai and Hong Kong
settled in the green.
Markets in Europe were
mostly trading higher.
France’s CAC 40 added
nearly 0.2% in early trad-
ing to 6,670.87, while
Germany’s DAX rose 0.2%
to 14,439.41. Britain’s

FTSE 100 gained 0.3% to
7,540.21. The futures for
the Dow industrials and
S&P 500 were 0.4% higher.
Japan’s benchmark
Nikkei 225 slipped 0.6% to
finish at 27,665.98. South
Korea’s Kospi lost 0.7% to
2,739.85. Australia’s
S&P/ASX 200 edged down
less than 0.1% to 7,493.80.
Hong Kong’s Hang Seng
rose 0.2% to 22,039.55,
while the Shanghai
Composite jumped 0.9% to
3,282.72.

Stock exchanges in the
US ended on a negative
note in the overnight ses-
sion.

Markets kick off FY-23 in style with over 1% gainGold and 
silver prices
rise slightly

MMuummbbaaii,,  AApprr  0011  ((PPTTII)):: Domestic
spot gold with a purity of 24
carats opened at Rs 51,822 per
10 grams, and silver at Rs
67,173 per kilogram. 10 gram of
gold in 22 carat is priced at Rs
48,100 up by Rs 450, while 100
gram in the same carat is avail-
able at Rs 4,81,000 higher by Rs
4,500 from the previous day.
Meanwhile, 24 carat in 10 gram
and 100 gram is priced at Rs
52,470 and Rs 5,24,700 up by Rs
490 and Rs 4,900 against the
previous day. As for silver, 1 kg
is priced at Rs 67,600 up by Rs
800 in India against the previous
day. Gold futures on Friday fell
by Rs 181 to Rs 51,404 per 10
grams as participants cut down
their bets amid a weak global
trend. On the Multi Commodity
Exchange, gold contracts for
April delivery declined by Rs
181 or 0.35 per cent to Rs 51,404
per 10 grams in a business
turnover of 228 lots. 

Mumbai, Apr 01 (PTI):

The ongoing Russia-
Ukraine war is likely to af-
fect the securitisation pool
performance with a lag,
and the impact will vary
across asset classes, says a
report. Stress, if any, in se-
curitised transactions is
expected to be visible in
terms of lower collections
and increased delinquen-

cies in the first quarter of
the fiscal 2022-23, India
Ratings and Research said
in a report.

“The ongoing conflict
between Russia and
Ukraine may affect the se-
curitisation pool perform-
ance with a lag, and the
impact will be varied
across asset classes,” the
agency said in its report.
With the rising fuel prices

percolating down to retail
pumps in March 2022, the
agency believes the impact
on the economy and
households will start play-
ing out in the first half of
FY23, and the impact may
get deeper, if such a geopo-
litical situation continues
for a long duration, or if
the intensity aggravates.

Consequent rating ac-
tions, if any, would be
transaction-specific, de-
pendent on the availability
of internal and external
credit enhancements and
counterparty risks, it said.

For vehicle loans, the
agency has a neutral out-
look for fiscal 2023. It ex-
pects an increase in the
cost of ownership due to
higher fuel prices and
input costs, affecting de-
mand across the auto sec-
tor.

Russia-Ukraine conflict likely to 
hit securitisation pool performance

Mumbai, Apr 01:  

JSW Paints, India’s new
age paints company and
part of US$ 13 billion JSW
Group, released its new
marketing campaign
“Sawalia” with Alia Bhatt
to coincide with IPL 2022.
The new TV campaign fea-
tures Alia Bhatt in au-
nique double role. In the
new ad campaign, Alia
Bhatt plays the quintes-
sential Indian consumer
as well as an alter ego-
Sawalia. The alter ego,
Sawalia prods the con-
sumers to ask questions
before making their choice
of paints.

Sawalia is a contextual-
ly important marketing
campaign considering
that all other paint compa-
nies in the Indian industry
charge extra for colour
and a different price for

every colour. The deeper
the colour higher is the
cost. This not only increas-
es the cost of the paints
but alsotakes away the
consumers’ ‘freedom to
choose their favourite
colour’. According to Ms
Anuradha Bose, Chief
Marketing Officer of JSW
Paints,“JSW Paints is on a
mission to give the free-
dom of choosing colours
to consumers with its ‘Any
Colour One Price’ offer-
ing. However, surprising-
ly, consumers are not even
aware that they have been
paying extra for decades
and that they no longer
have to. For this to change,
the first step is to encour-
age our consumers to
question why they are
charged extra for colour
and make them conscious
that when they don’t ques-
tion, they pay the price.

JSW releases new marketing
campaign ‘Sawalia’

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  AApprr  0011  ((PPTTII))::

The Insolvency and
Bankruptcy Board of India
(IBBI) has proposed changes to
regulations to ensure a time-
bound grievance redressal and
enforcement mechanism,
including reducing timelines
with respect to disciplinary
proceedings.

Various amendments have
been mooted by the IBBI, a key
institution in implementing the
Insolvency and Bankruptcy
Code (IBC), with respect to
norms for grievance redressal
and enforcement mechanism
for the service providers regis-
tered with it. 

Issuing a discussion paper,
the IBBI said a time-bound
enforcement mechanism will
have a positive impact on the
transparency of the institution
and stakeholder confidence. It

also noted that a delay in the
enforcement mechanism may
sometimes result in litigation,
which involves an additional
cost on the service provider as
well as the board. “Therefore,
an effective enforcement
mechanism will reduce the
said litigation. 

Further, an effective and
time-bound enforcement
mechanism will also strength-
en trust of the stakeholders in
the process and the same may
also result in increased stake-
holder participation in the
process,” the IBBI said.

IBBI proposes revised norms
to ensure time-bound

enforcement mechanism

New Delhi, Apr 01 (PTI):

India’s power consump-
tion has grown steadily at
4.6 per cent year-on-year in
March to 126.12 billion
units (BU), showing the
impact of early onset of
summers and easing of
lockdown restrictions by
states. Power consumption
in March 2021 was 120.63
BU, higher than 98.95 BU in
the same month of 2020, as
per the power ministry
data. Power consumption
in February grew by 4.6
per cent to 108.03 BU, com-
pared to 103.25 BU in
February 2021, as per
power ministry data.

According to the data,
peak power demand met or
highest supply in a day
rose to 199.29 GW in the
month under review, com-
pared to 170.16 GW in
March 2020 and 185.89 GW
in March 2021. Experts are
of the view that the power

consumption growth re-
mained steady in March
due easing of local restric-
tions imposed by states to
curb the spread of the
deadly coronavirus cou-
pled with early onset of
summers. The local re-
striction had affected in-
dustrial and commercial
demand, the experts said.

The third wave of the
pandemic hit the country
in January 2022, which
forced many states to im-
pose local restrictions like
night and weekend cur-
fews. They have also taken
measures like banning
dining in bars and restau-
rants. These restrictions
were eased gradually by

the states. The experts
opined that the power de-
mand and consumption
would show a robust
growth in the coming
months as the states have
almost lifted all local re-
strictions after a decline in
the positivity rate. Going
ahead, power consumption
would surge with in-
creased industrial and
commercial activities after
the easing of lockdown re-
strictions and due to the
longer spell of summers in
the coming months, ac-
cording to experts. Power
consumption grew 1.8 per
cent in January 2022 to
111.80 BU from 109.76 BU in
the year-ago period. It had
grown by 3.3 per cent in
December 2021 to 109.17 BU
from 105.62 BU a year ago.
In November 2021, power
consumption increased 2.5
per cent to 99.32 BU from
96.88 BU in the year-ago
month.

Power consumption grows 4.6% to 126.12 billion units in Mar

New Delhi, Apr 01 (PTI):
The country’s leading au-
tomakers Maruti Suzuki
and Hyundai Motor re-
ported a decline in dis-
patches to dealers in
March as shortage of elec-
tronic components impact-
ed production. On the
other hand, Tata Motors,
Skoda and Kia India post-
ed their highest ever
monthly wholesales last
month. Toyota Kirloskar
Motor said its dispatches
in March were the highest

in the last five years while
Mahindra & Mahindra
also reported a robust in-
crease in its passenger ve-
hicle dispatches in March.
The country’s largest car-
maker Maruti Suzuki
India (MSI) said its domes-
tic dispatches in March de-
clined 7 per cent to 1,43,899
units from 1,55,417 units in
the year-ago period.

For the full financial
year 2021-22, the company
posted a total sales of
16,52,653 units, a growth of

13 per cent over 2020-21.
“The shortage of electron-
ic components had some
impact on the production
of vehicles in FY 2021-22.
The company took all pos-
sible measures to min-
imise the impact.

As the supply situation
of electronic components
continues to be unpre-
dictable, it might have
some impact on the pro-
duction volume in FY
2022-23 as well,” MSI
noted.

Maruti, Hyundai witness
dip in wholesales in Mar

Tata Motors, Kia post highest-ever sales



Ajay throws light on equation
he shares with the cast

Sony Entertainment Television’s most loved show, Bade Achhe Lagte Hain - 2
has a fandom of its own. From anticipating on what will happen in the next
episode or talking about their favorite “ships,” with time, the show has

most definitely made a cozy place for itself in the hearts
of the viewers. While the show is predominately a

love drama, it also highlights the aspects of deep-
rooted family and friendship bonds. Set in urban
Mumbai, the show highlights the close knit
friendship of four friends who despite
having different ideologies, share

comfort, ease and a fiercely strong
equations. The show fea-

tures actors - Nakuul
Mehta as Ram and
actor Ajay Nagrath
as ‘Aditya’,
Abhinav Kapoor
as ‘Vikrant’ and

U t k a r s h
Chauhan as
‘Kunal’ as his
support system.

The four ac-
tors who play
best-friends also
share a comfortable

and easy-going rapport off camera
as well, and that, in turn trans-
lates well on the screen.

Prabhas’ shooting
for ‘Salaar' halted due to

actor’s surgery 
Shooting for Prabhas' upcoming movie 'Salaar' has

stopped as Prabhas, who had a minor surgery, is
still recovering. The doctors seem to have advised

him to rest for the coming months as well. Helmed by
'KGF' director Prashanth Neel, 'Salaar' is currently in the
making, and Prabhas was supposed to join the sets to
wrap up an important schedule. Now that the 'Mirchi'
actor is advised to take complete rest for a couple of
months more, the shooting for 'Salaar' was temporari-
ly cancelled. The 'Radhe Shyam' actor had left for
Spain for his treatment before he resumes shooting
for his upcoming movies. He had a simple surgery
which he is still recovering from, a close source re-
ports. With a long line-up, Prabhas has 'Adipurush',
'Project K', and 'Spirit' to be wrapped up in the com-
ing months, before he jumps to give a commitment to
other directors.

Star Bharat has always been ready to serve its
viewers something new, be it fiction shows or

non-fiction shows the audience has always show-
ered their love and support on the concept of

these shows. Once again Star Bharat is back
with a new fiction show where the lead

actress will be seen as a tourist guide who
will break the stereotypes inherent in this

male dominated society. Actress
Pankhuri Awasthi has been roped in

for this important and a unique role, who
has been playing many such powerful
characters in the past. Let us tell you that

the show has been shot in some promi-
nent locations of Uttarakhand to give
an authentic feel to the audience
and actress Pankhuri is super excit-
ed to bring out a different character
to the audience once again in this
show. Excited about her character
in the show, Pankhuri Awasthi
said,* “I am playing the role of
Kaju, a tourist guide in
Uttarakhand, in the upcoming
show Gud Se Meetha Ishq on Star
Bharat. The number of female
tourist guides is very less at that
place and she (Kaju) is trying her
best to eliminate the stereotypi-
cal thinking in this male domi-
nating society.” Talking about
choosing her character,
Pankhuri said,* “I always take
care of the fact that the charac-
ter offered should impresses
me instantly in the first place.
There should be something in
the character that I can
explore and learn. Every
character I have played so
far, be it big or small, each
has had its own journey. I
have played many such
important characters in
the past, who have fought
for their rights in the
society. All these roles
connect themselves to
the society that we
live in".
Stay tuned to see
Pankhuri as Kaju
only on Star
Bharat’s Gud Se
Meetha Ishq air-
ing from the 18th
April, 2022!

Ranbir Kapoor: Deep down I so
wished papa could finish
‘Sharmaji Namkeen’ 

While it was a
very special
time for

Bollywood actor
Ranbir Kapoor to
promote his father
and late actor
Rishi Kapoor's
last film
' S h a r m a j i
N a m k e e n ' ,
Ranbir says how
he wished his fa-
ther could have
finished the film.
The story of the
film revolves
around a retired
man Brij Gopal
Sharma which was
supposed to be
played by Rishi

Kapoor. Unfortunately,
Rishi Kapoor died on April 30, 2020 when the film was unfin-
ished. Eventually, veteran actor Paresh Rawal took up the char-
acter of Sharmaji and finished the film. Taking a moment to
thank the veteran actor for his graceful move, Ranbir said, "I am
extremely grateful that an actor of Mr Paresh Rawal's caliber had
stepped in and agreed to finish this film. I being an extremely big ad-
mirer of my father's work and seen the kind of passion and excitement
he had for this character; perhaps that's why there is a part of me which
always wanted that I hope he had finished this film." However, Ranbir also
added that watching two actors in the same role is exciting.

Miss Supranational 2016, Srinidhi
Shetty feels KGF was a risk
worth taking. In an exclusive

conversation with Pinkvilla, the stun-
ner opened up on feeling pressure after
the release of KGF: Part 1. She says,
"People who started with me in 2016,
have already done 10 movies and so it
does affect a little bit." 

"I knew then that I would have
only 5 mins part in the film. Yes, the
waiting can get too much for your

family, friends in terms of that
you are not getting younger and

time is running. You are only
holding on to KGF and doing

nothing else. what is
wrong with you. People

can talk like this and
in times of pan-

demic you

cannot do much but people who started
in 2016, have already done 10 movies so
it does affect a little bit. I will not lie, I
have gone through that of being anx-
ious but I knew the end results, how the
movie will turn out to be. The whole
movie is beautifully made. I have seen
the whole process, so trying to be confi-
dent," says Srinidhi who started her act-
ing journey with KGF in 2016.

The actress who has spent a major
part of her life in Mumbai and
Mangalore, reveals it was a conscious
decision to keep herself away from
singing in any film until KGF's release.
However, she did manage to sign Tamil
action thriller film Cobra alongside
Vikram in 2019.

"When I signed KGF, I decided to let it
release and then I will do something
else but it got divided into 2 parts. I
knew it will take 3-4 years but deep

down I wanted to hold on to KGF to come
out. In between, I found a nice script, a
director which I felt like doing. I signed
Cobra but yes, it was a conscious deci-
sion and equally a risk as people keep
saying female actors have a self-life in the
industry. I was holding on to this pres-
sure and didn't want to sign any films in
between. Even if it's just 5 movies in 10
years, I would be really happy and look
back on the movies I have been part of. I
don't want to rush, but be careful,"
Srinidhi confesses after being associated
with the KGF franchise for 6 years.

She adds, "I'm going slow but it is also
uncertain, because who knows I might
get something after this. I might also not
get anything. It's a risk itself."  

Srinidhi Shetty recalls her first meet-
ing with Yash on sets and calls it a
'smooth journey'. "It was our first sched-

ule in 2017, I was very nervous be-
cause I used to watch his films in
theatres and now acting with him.
He was so relaxed, chilled and
made me comfortable. Initially, I
would just acknowledge and get
that comfort but after that, it
was one smooth journey be-
cause he is a very focused
actor. If there were any in-
puts needed, he would help
me. If I would need time to
compose myself and
start acting for a shot, he
would wait. I feel lucky to
have him as a co-star for
my first film."

The film industry
loves to typecast its
actors and actress-
es. Asked if she
has a fear of
being typecast
considering she
has done only 2
films in 6 years,
Srinidhi says, "I
cannot generalise
but speak for my-
self. It doesn't af-
fect you now but
also just because
you are a part of
a Pan-India
movie, it doesn't
make you a star.
You are an actor
and if you are work-
ing well, your ac-
tions will speak
louder. I myself feel
like a beginner even
now." 

Srinidhi
Shetty was
anxious, in

pressure
after KGF 1

ACROSS
1. Hit-or-____
5. Mature
9. Make jubilant
14. Initial wager
15. Genesis garden
16. Batman's sidekick
17. Celebrity
18. Front of a scene
20. Tested
22. Attract

23. RR terminals
24. 14-line poems
26. Gawk
28. Hearing organ
29. Ballroom dance
33. Biblical vessel
36. Aspect
38. Oyster's treasure
39. Shakespearean monarch
41. Not fancy
43. Makes a hole
44. Consumed

46. Open a bottle
48. Golfer's need
49. Most immaculate
51. Author ____ Fleming
53. ____ belt
54. Quick tempo
58. Catholic service
61. Perceived
63. Mixed greens
64. Speed up
67. Orange skin
68. Stage
69. Corrupt
70. Outer limit
71. ____ of humor
72. Adorn
73. Gentle animal

DOWN
1. Sail supports
2. Preface
3. Discolored spot
4. Tranquil
5. Ump's kin
6. Adored ones
7. Andean country
8. Peppy
9. Make a mistake
10. Made less tight
11. Lean against
12. Vocalist ____ Turner
13. Conclusions
19. Transmission part
21. Hearing-impaired
25. Pitfall
27. Animation

29. Intended
30. Gallop or trot
31. Egg on
32. Ultimatum word
33. Actor ____ Baldwin
34. Actual
35. Actress ____ Winslet
37. Grouped
40. Evaluate again
42. Manicure target
45. Wind direction (abbr.)
47. Buddies
50. Comfort
52. Approached
54. Prank
55. Move smoothly
56. Kitchen stove
57. More strange
58. Atlas items
59. Hurt
60. Glance over
62. Roof projection
65. Grant's opponent
66. Lodge member
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Today, you will realise the importance
of time in the business world. Ganesha
says you will understand how much
risk is involved in going about things in
a haphazard manner. As a natural
corollary, you will revamp and resched-
ule a lot of your plans, whether it's
business or travel or just a family vaca-
tion.

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18
Your attitude is calm and matter-of-fact
when talking to others, Pisces. You tell it
like it is while omitting the frills and fan-
tasies. You have no reason to hide the truth,
so you're happy to disclose information to
any willing listener. Be careful, because
you could get into someone else's private
business uninvited. 

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20
You are currently high on life. Today is
a good day to complete all those tasks
you put on the back burner. It's also a
great day to do the things you hate
doing (read: cleaning up your closet).
If you were looking to bring in a new
business strategy, Ganesha gives the
thumbs up!

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20
There is a strong possibility that you will
put off those you love and respect on
account of your unpleasant behaviour.
Ganesha underlines the need to hold
your temper as well as your tongue. You
need to keep extra cool this day. This is
a day full of romantic possibilities. 

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

You have great business plans and
can't wait to launch a few of your ideas
today. Your colleagues will lend you
their complete support. You may spend
the evening decorating your home or
finding peace in the arms of your
beloved.

Gemini: May 22 – June 21
You will finalise business dealings with
your partners today. Your high spirits
may be subdued later in the day.
However, as evening approaches and
you get ready for a party, you will be
back in your elements, cracking jokes
and generally putting a smile on peo-
ple's faces.

Cancer: June 22 – July 22
Since when was a day complete without
a little bit of a scruff and a small squab-
ble? These are the annoying little situa-
tions that remind you just how better
the alternative is. Ganesha portends a
day in which you are jinxed with a
propensity for quarrels. 

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23
Your professional life may just bounce
up higher than ever today, predicts
Ganesha. Expect incentives as well
today. Executing plans to perfection will
come naturally to you. In the evening,
family will drown you in their uncondi-
tional love. A bright, charming day, says
Ganesha.

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

We all have our own worlds to manage,
and play the superhero for. And our
family, friends and work are what
make up our world. Ganesha foresees a
day in which you shall remain
engrossed in managing these different
aspects of your life.

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23
Proposals of your choice will come your
way today says Ganesha. You shall prob-
ably retreat into your shell in the after-
noon. But the passing hours will bring
out a different you. At work, you shall
greatly impress your boss with sparkling
results, predicts Ganesha.

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22
Expect to be on the go for business
related work. Money matters will be a
pressing issue in the afternoon. Be the
team player and catch all that comes
your co-workers' way. Expect to relax
and end the day on a cheerful, romantic
note.

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21
In all probability, you will be in a bizarre
frame of mind. At work, there will be a
sudden turn of events that shall sudden-
ly create a tottering pile of tasks on your
table. In financial matters, you are likely
to remain very cautious. 

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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Pankhuri to 
essay lead in 

‘Gud Se 
Meetha Ishq’
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MI are slow starters, but it’s 
still early days: Zaheer

Navi Mumbai: Mumbai Indians Director of Cricket
Zaheer Khan on Friday admitted that the five-time
champions are slow starters but said it is important
to keep the mood of the side upbeat in a long tourna-
ment like the IPL. As has been the case in the past, MI
had a disappointing start to the season, losing by four
wickets to Delhi Capitals in their opener on March 27.
"There have been a lot of constructive chats around
the options which we can take. You know the first
game is always a tricky one and you know traditional-
ly how we have been faring in the first game of the
tournament. So, usually we have been slow starters,"
Zaheer said ahead of their game against Rajasthan
Royals at the DY Patil stadium here on Saturday.

Thomas & Uber Cup draw sets up
some interesting matchups

Bangkok: The draws for badminton's Thomas and
Uber Cup took place in the host city of Bangkok,
Thailand on Friday. Defending Thomas Cup men's
champions Indonesia were drawn in Group A with
South Korea, hosts Thailand and Singapore.
Denmark top Group B with China, France and
Algeria while Group C is led by Chinese Taipei, fol-
lowed by India, Germany and Canada. Group D will
feature Japan, Malaysia, England and New Zealand.
In the women's Uber Cup draw, defending champions
China were drawn into Group B with rivals Chinese
Taipei, Spain and Australia. Group A is 2018 champi-
ons Japan, Indonesia, France and Germany. In Group
C are hosts Thailand, Denmark, Malaysia and Egypt.
Group D is topped by 2010 champions South Korea,
followed by India, Canada and the United States.

It was like Niagara Falls in terms 
of wetness: Fleming

Mumbai: Chennai Super
Kings head coach Stephen
Fleming has compared the
dew during his team's IPL
match against Lucknow
Super Giants to the Niagara
Falls, justifying their move to
make Shivam Dube bowl the
match-turning 19th over at
the expense of spinners. With
LSG needing 34 from 12 balls,
the duo of Man-of-the-Match
Evin Lewis and Ayush Badoni
smashed Dube for 25 runs, to bring the equation down
to nine from the last over at the Brabourne Stadium
here. First-timers LSG then knocked off the required
runs to win their first IPL match with three balls to
spare on Thursday night. "If you'd looked earlier on,
spinning options were taken out of play because it
was like Niagara Falls in terms of the wetness and
they (LSG) played well," Fleming said the virtual
post-match press conference.

India’s GS Lakshmi is match referee
for Women’s World Cup final

Christchurch: India's GS Lakshmi, the first woman
ever in the ICC international panel of match referees,
will be the match referee for the Women's World Cup
final between England and Australia here on Sunday.
Lakshmi also has the distinction of being the first
woman match referee in men's ODIs, having stood in
the role during the World Cup League 2 in the UAE in
December 2020. The Women's World Cup final at the
Hagley Oval will be overseen by four women match
officials -- the first such instance in cricket history.
Australia and England are set to face off in the final
after having outplayed West Indies and South Africa
respectively in the semi-finals.

Badoni a great find for India: KL Rahul

Mumbai: Lucknow Super Giants skipper KL Rahul
said Ayush Badoni is a strong 360-degree player and an
asset for white-ball cricket in India, after the youngster
displayed his skills with the bat in a six-wicket win
over Chennai Super Kings in the IPL on Thursday.
Badoni (19 not out in 9 balls), who scored a half-century
in the previous game, joined forces with Evin Lewis (55
not out) towards the end to help the Super Giants chase
down a mammoth 211-run target. "Badoni, I'd seen a
few videos, when you only get to see the good shots, but
the way he's been batting is phenomenal. "Strong, 360-
degree player, a great find for India and an asset for
white-ball cricket," Rahul said at the post-match pres-
entation here. The skipper also lavished praise on an-
other youngster -- leg-spinner Ravi Bishnoi -- who did a
brilliant job with the ball and was the most economical
bowler for his side, registering figures of 2/24.
"Bishnoi has a big heart, he's a fighter for a little guy,
shows the character he has to bounce back (from the
last game) with a wet ball.

Pune, Apr 01 (PTI):

They came out on top in
the battle of newcomers
but it will be a different
ball game altogether for
Gujarat Titans when they
lock horns with Delhi
Capitals in the IPL here on
Saturday.

Both Gujarat and DC
started their campaign in
the 15th edition of the lu-
crative league with wins
and they would look to
continue in the same vein
at the Maharashtra
Cricket Association
Stadium.

Injury-plagued DC will
gain strength further in
both bowling and batting,
with the likely inclusion of
Lungi Ngidi, Mustafizur
Rahman and Sarfaraz
Khan, who have completed
their three-day quaran-
tine.

The trio's return will
bolster the Delhi outfit
against an opponent that
gave enough indications of
its ability to not just com-
pete with the best but also
pull off the result it de-
sires. In their five-wicket
defeat, K L Rahul's
Lucknow Super Giants
came to know what the
Titans are capable of.

So irrespective of the
four-wicket victory over
five-time champions

Mumbai Indians in their
tournament opener, DC
know it too well that they
just cannot afford to take
the foot off the pedal.

The win against LSG
first up is definitely a huge
confidence booster, but in
Delhi Capitals, Titans face

a more seasoned oppo-
nents, who have estab-
lished themselves as one of
the top sides in recent
years, with their swash-
buckling batter-keeper
Rishabh Pant as the leader
on the field and Australian
legend Ricky Ponting

guiding them from behind
the scene.

With a strong top-order
batting, besides a well-bal-
anced bowling unit, the
Capitals have all the tools
required to embark on a
winning run early on in
the competition, so they

certainly start as
favourites against Titans.

Besides, the fact that DC
managed to overcome the
Mumbai challenge with-
out a few key players, in-
cluding flamboyant
Australian all-rounder
David Warner and

Mitchell Marsh and South
African duo of Ngidi and
Anrich Nortje, only adds
to their confidence and
makes the win more
praiseworthy.

While DC are going to
strengthen their playing
XI by making useful addi-
tions, the Titans on the
other hand may not like to
tinker with the combina-
tion that gave them their
maiden win in their very
first appearance.

Australian recruit
Matthew Wade, who was
tasked with opening the
batting alongside
Shubman Gill, is eyeing a
big one after failing to
convert his 30 in the pre-
vious game into a more
substantial contribution.

In the absence of their
top pacers, Delhi's bowl-
ing left a lot to be desired
in the opener and it will
look to do much better
against Gujarat.

Nortje hasn't played a
competitive game since
last year's T20 World Cup
due to injury. The pre-
mier fast bowler, who
missed the entire inter-
national home summer
for the Proteas, was
cleared to join the
Capitals' setup for reha-
bilitation, but a timeline
has not been set for his
recovery and return.

IPL: DC test awaits Gujarat Titans

Bhubaneswar, Apr 01 (PTI):

Fairly well-placed after
eight games, the Indian
men's hockey team would
look to annexe the top posi-
tion in the standings when
it takes on England in a
double-leg FIH Pro League
tie, starting here on
Saturday.

The second match of the
tie will be played on
Sunday.

Tokyo Olympic bronze
medallists India have so far
played eight matches this
season and are placed sec-
ond in the standings, be-
hind Germany (17 points),
with 16 points.

The Indian team defeat-
ed South Africa 10-2, 10-2
before winning a game and
losing one against France
(5-0, 2-5) and Spain (5-4, 3-5).
Recently against
Argentina, the Indians lost
2-2 (1-3 in shoot-out) before
registering a thrilling 4-3
win in the second match.

Going into tie against
England, defence remains

a major concern for the
Indians as the backline
wilted under pressure in
every match. Conceding
soft goals has been India's
bane and vice-captain
Harmanpreet Singh had no
qualms in admitting that,
saying the defenders need
to improve their decision
making going forward.
"Our main focus is to make
the team stronger match by
match. We are learning a
lot about our weakness and

strengths. We need to im-
prove our finishing, create
more penalty corners.

"The decision making
need to improve. The de-
fenders need to avoid con-
ceding penalty corners and
tackle outside the circle,"
he said during a virtual
pre-match press confer-
ence. On the contrary,
India's forwardline has
been impressive, scoring as
many as 42 goals in the
eight games. Mandeep

Singh, in particular, has
been at his best inside the
opposition circle, scoring
some important goals, in-
cluding the last-minute
match-winner against
Argentina in their previ-
ous game. Captain of the
Olympic bronze-medal
winning side, Manpreet
Singh is the backbone of
India's midfield alongside
Hardik Singh, Vivek Sagar
Prasad, Nilkanta Sharma
and Sumit.

India eye wins against England to climb
to top spot in FIH Pro League standings

Mumbai, Apr 01 (PTI):
One of ongoing IPL's men of
the moment, Lucknow Super
Giants batter Ayush Badoni
has revealed that the plan was
to avoid taking risks against
Dwayne Bravo during his
team's chase of 211 against
Chennai Super Kings here.
Set an imposing target, Badoni
(19 off 9 balls) played his role
to perfection in the company
of Evin Lewis (55 off 23) to
power LSG to a six-wicket win,
after the foundation was laid
by Quinton de Kock's 61 and
skipper KL Rahul's 40 at the
Brabourne Stadium on
Thursday.
"I know my role and I was only
told to play my natural game.
They knew that if Evin and I
click with our shots then we can
win. So there was no specific
message, we just had to play
our shots and we executed it
well," Badoni said at the virtual
post-match press conference.
Veteran all-rounder Bravo, who
became the league's highest
wicket-taker with 171 scalps
when he dismissed the danger-

ous Deepak Hooda in the 18th
over of LSG innings, had bowled
his quota of four overs by the
time Lucknow needed 34 from
the last 12 balls. With the spin-
ners finding it extremely diffi-
cult to grip the wet ball owing to
heavy dew, the ball was handed
to Shivam Dube in the 19th over,
which proved to be a match-
turning one as the duo of Lewis
and Badoni smashed his medi-
um pace bowling for 25 runs to
bring the equation down to nine
runs from the last over.

We didn’t want to take risks
when Bravo was bowling,
then went all out: Badoni

Christchurch, Apr 01 (PTI):

Tournament's leading
wicket-taker Sophie
Ecclestone has said that
England are capable of
beating the mighty
Australia on their day,
warning that her side en-
tered the ongoing World
Cup final without playing
its best cricket.

The final will be played at
the Hagley Oval on Sunday.

"Beating the Aussies in
the final, I can't really put it
into words after the Ashes
we had," she said according
to ESPNcricinfo. "I really
believe in this group and on
our day we can definitely
beat the Aussies - we've got
a great chance." England

have had a poor tun-up to
the showpiece, losing the
Ashes to their traditional
rivals before suffering a de-
feat to the Aussies in their
opening game of the World
Cup. "I know if we play our

best cricket and our bat-
ters bat the way they
can and the bowlers

bowl the way they can,
we've got such a great

unit as a team, so we'll just
focus on ourselves and do
the best we can," she said.
After losing three matches
in a disastrous start to the
tournament, England pre-
vailed in five must-win
games to earn the right to
defend the title they won at
home five years ago.

After conceded 77 runs
off her 10 overs in
England's 12-run defeat to
Australia in the group
stage, the left-arm spinner
has been instrumental in
the team's remarkable turn-
around, claiming 20 wickets
at an outstanding average
of 12.85, including a career-
best 6/36 against South
Africa in the semifinals.

Recalling the horror
start, the 22-year-old was
quoted as saying by Sky
Sports, "I think when we
lost three from three, there
were a few tears in the
changing room after the
game.

We can definitely beat Aussies
on our day: Ecclestone 

New Delhi, Apr 01 (PTI):

Rashid Khan has a fast
bowler's mindset in a spin-
ner's body with an uncom-
promising attitude when it
comes to ripping his
googlies and leg-breaks off
the surface at nearly 100

kmph.
At 23, the Afghan spin-

ner is the most sought-
after T20 freelancer on the
global league circuit with
436 wickets in 312 games.

Having started the sea-
son with an impressive
1/27 for Gujarat Titans,
Rashid is extremely hope-

ful that he can replicate
his Sunrisers Hyderabad
form for the Hardik
Pandya-led franchise. So is
Rashid an "aggressive fast
bowler at heart" or "a sci-
entist" ready to pull off
new tricks? 

"I am a "spin fast"
bowler because of the pace
at which I bowl. It is very
hard to spin the ball at that
pace and for that I think
that it requires a different
kind of skill-set," Rashid
told PTI in an exclusive in-
terview.

"The speed at which I
bowl is somewhere be-
tween 96 kmph to 100
kmph. It is hard to gener-
ate turn at that pace but I
would rather bowl at that
speed than bring it down
to 70 to 75 kmph.

"I have always been a big
fan of bowling quick leg
spin. I have just been try-
ing different experiments
with my bowling in the
nets and it's really help-
ing," he added.

I call myself ‘spin-fast’
bowler: Rashid Khan

Miami Gardens, Apr 01 (AP):

Naomi Osaka's eyes
welled with tears when her
match ended, an all-too-fa-
miliar scene for her in re-
cent years. These were of
the happy variety. For the
former world No 1, that's
major progress.

The unseeded Osaka de-
feated No 22 Belinda
Bencic 4-6 6-3 6-4 on
Thursday in the Miami
Open semifinals. She's in a
championship match for
the first time since the 2021
Australian Open, and will
meet either No 16 Jessica
Pegula or No 2 Iga Swiatek
on Saturday. "Damn, I'm al-
most crying," Osaka said.

Maybe not even almost.
She hid her face in an or-
ange towel a few times
right after the match

ended, at least one tear
clearly making its way
down her right cheek.
Osaka entered this tourna-
ment ranked No 77 in the
world, will leave Miami no
worse than 36th and would
be back in the top 30 if she
wins the title. It has been a
long, trying and often emo-
tional ride for Osaka since
her win in the 2018 US
Open final over Serena
Williams. She was rattled
during a loss at Indian
Wells on March 12 follow-
ing a derogatory shout
from a spectator, withdrew
from last year's French
Open to address her men-
tal state and left last year's
US Open in tears.

But in South Florida,
one of the places she con-
siders home, it's been all
support from the fans.

Osaka tops Bencic to make
Miami Open women’s final



Thiruvananthapuram, Apr 01 (PTI) 

Kerala Tourism
Development Corporation
(KTDC) has come out with
an attractive Caravan
Holidays' package, which
offers tourists a high-end
experience of travelling
through the panoramic set-
tings at an affordable rate
with an array of frills, in-
cluding free breakfast and
parking.

Under the package, a
tourist can enjoy all com-
forts and compliments
while travelling on a luxu-
ry caravan paying Rs 3,999
plus tax per person per
night. The ride fare per
kilometre has been fixed at

Rs 40 and each caravan will
carry up to four adults and
two children, an official
statement said here on
Friday.

As Kerala's premium
hospitality service
provider, the state-run
KTDC has signed the agree-
ment with caravan service
providers opting to operate
under the package, it said.

An initial safari circuit
worked out as part of the
package covers
Kumarakom-Vagamon-
Thekkady route. Starting
from lake-side Kumarakom
in the morning, the cara-
van will reach Vagamon in
the afternoon, covering a
distance of 80-100 km

through the scenic settings
of central Kerala. The
package offers free parking
and bonfire experience for
tourists at Keravan
Meadows in Vagamon, it
said.

The next day, the journey
will resume to take visitors
to eco-tourism hub
Thekkady, where they will
be provided stay at one of
KTDC's properties.
Tourists can opt for a single
day journey or travel
through the entire route.

"It is significant that
KTDC is launching this
highly attractive package
when tourism activities are
back in full swing in
Kerala. This wholesome

package aims at providing
a high-end experience to
domestic as well as foreign
tourists at a reasonable
rate," said P K Sasi,
Chairman, KTDC.

This will also help stake-
holders in the tourism sec-
tor to recover from the
downturn caused by the
staggered COVID-19 pan-
demic, Tourism Director V
R Krishna Teja said.

This is the first package
to be announced as part of
the recently-launched cara-
van tourism project. The
response from the industry
to the 'Caravan Holidays'
has been encouraging, said
V Vigneshwari, Managing
Director, KTDC.

Jaipur, Apr 01 (PTI) 

The country's tallest in-
patient department build-
ing will come up in the
next 32 months at state-run
Sawai Man Singh Hospital
in Rajasthan's Jaipur, offi-
cials said on Friday. The
foundation stone of the in-
patient department (IPD)
tower and the Institute of
Cardiovascular Sciences at
Sawai Man Singh Medical
College will be laid on
April 5.

A two-day Nirogi
Rajasthan Medifest will
also be organised, showcas-
ing achievements of the

government in the field of
medicine. Jaipur
Development Authority
Commissioner Gaurav
Goyal said the 22-storey
hospital tower will be built
at Rs 588 crore and will
have 16 lifts. There will be
an arrangement for the
landing of a helicopter on
the rooftop for a swift
organ transplant service,
he said. The IPD tower will
be constructed at the place
where a cottage ward ex-
ists at the Jaipur hospital.
In the first phase, 12 floors
will be completed.
Principal Secretary,
Medical Education,

Vaibhav Galariya, told re-
porters at a press confer-
ence that the foundation
stone of the Institute of
Cardiovascular Sciences
will also be laid on April 5.

In this, six OPD rooms,
34 general beds, 53 ICUs,
five cath labs and three op-
eration theatres have been
proposed, he added. He
said at the two-day Nirogi
Rajasthan Medifest, people
will be able consult expert
doctors on various type of
diseases. The event will be
open to the public on April
5 and 6, he said, adding that
it will be broadcast live on
social media platforms.

Maha forest official cycles
294 km to take charge

Mumbai, Apr 01 (PTI): 

A forest officer in
Maharashtra led from the
front on issues of environ-
ment conservation and
wildlife protection by cy-
cling 294 kilometres from
Pune to Kolhapur to take
charge at his new posting.

Nanasaheb Ladkat,
who turned 59 some
months ago, cycled on
Wednesday, covering a
couple of ghat stretches
amid the scorching sum-
mer heat, to reach
Kolhapur after 17 hours,
of which 12 hours were
spent pedaling.

"I used to cycle as a
hobby. My earlier cycling
sessions never crossed the

60-kilometre range in a
day. However, when I was
transferred to Kolhapur, I
decided to cycle the whole
distance, that too in a sin-
gle day," the official said.

"I needed some breaks
as the heat was stifling.
The Khambataki ghat be-
tween Pune and Satara
districts was quite chal-
lenging, but I managed it,
he added.

Ladkat, who reached
Kolhapur late Wednesday
evening, took charge as
field director and conser-
vator of Sahyadri Tiger
Reserve, which is spread
over Satara and Kolhapur
and also encompasses
parts of Ratnagiri and
Sindhudurg districts.

BJP first party since 1990 to
touch 100-seat mark in RS

New Delhi, Apr 01 (PTI): 

For the first time in its
history, the BJP has
achieved the feat of having
100 members in Rajya
Sabha after the party won
one seat each in Assam,
Tripura and Nagaland in
the elections held on
Thursday. In the recently
held biennial polls for 13
Rajya Sabha seats across
six states, the BJP lost its
solitary seat from Punjab
but gained one each from
the three northeastern
states and Himachal
Pradesh where all five out-
going members were from
opposition parties.

In Punjab, the Aam
Aadmi Party won all five
seats. While the Rajya

Sabha website is yet to noti-
fy the new tally, the BJP's
numbers will reach 100 if
the three seats it has gained
in the latest round of elec-
tions are added to the exist-
ing 97. The BJP's tally, de-
spite way short of majority
in the 245-member House,
highlights its continuous
rise since Prime Minister
Narendra Modi led it to its
majority in Lok Sabha in
the 2014 polls. The BJP's
strength in Rajya Sabha
was 55 in 2014 and has since
steadily inched up as the
party won power in a num-
ber of states. The last time
a party had 100 or more
seats in the Upper House
was in 1990 when the then
ruling Congress had 108
members before its steady

decline after its numbers
fell to 99 in the 1990 bienni-
al polls and continued to de-
cline as a stream of states
fell out of its rule and coali-
tion era began and contin-
ued till 2014.

However, the saffron
party's hold of the land-
mark may be tenuous as
polls to around 52 more
seats will be held soon, and
it is expected to suffer re-
verses in states like
Andhra Pradesh,
C h h a t t i s g a r h ,
Maharashtra, Rajasthan,
Jharkhand. Whether the
BJP's expected gains from
Uttar Pradesh, where it
may win at least eight of
the 11 expected vacancies,
will make for the loss re-
mains to be seen.

Mumbai, Apr 01 (PTI): 

The Congress in
Maharashtra on Friday ac-
cused Prime Minister
Narendra Modi of ignoring
critical issues facing the
country and sought to
know when he will hold an
interactive session on ris-
ing inflation. State
Congress president Nana
Patole said the PM was en-
grossed in organising
events like 'Pariksha Pe
Charcha', his annual inter-
action with students, and
seems to have no time to ad-
dress pressing issues like
inflation, sluggish econom-
ic growth and rising unem-
ployment.

"The PM is ignoring
burning issues of the coun-

try. The 'publicity minister'
is engrossed in organising
events," he said. The people
of the country are strug-
gling with rising inflation
and the youths are finding
it difficult to get jobs. The
Prime Minister is not even
talking about the problems
being faced by farmers and
workers, the Congress
leader said. "When will

Prime Minister Modi, who
is busy doing 'Chai Pe
Charcha', 'Pariksha Pe
Charcha', do 'Mehangai Pe
Charcha' (discussion on ris-
ing inflation)? Patole asked.

The MPCC president
said rising fuel prices and
inflation have made life dif-
ficult for the common citi-
zens. Prices of petrol and
diesel are going up every-
day for the last 10 days and
the rate of commercial
LPG has just been in-
creased by Rs 250 per cylin-
der, he said. "Inflation has
affected people at all levels.
Even a cup of tea is now be-
yond the reach of the com-
mon citizens. The Centre
has not taken any firm
steps to control skyrocket-
ing prices.
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Students wearing traditional costumes celebrate Ugadi festival, at a college in Chennai, Friday.

UGADI FEST

New Delhi, Apr 01 (PTI): 

Union Minister for
Women and Child
Development Smriti Irani
told the Lok Sabha on
Friday that her ministry
has decided to join hands
with the Indian Academy
of Pediatrics for valida-
tion of the data on mal-
nourished children in the
country.

In February, when the
height and weight of 1
crore children were meas-

ured according to WHO
yardstick, it was found
that just 2 per cent of them
were severely acutely mal-
nourished, she said while
replying to a question in
the House.

"But if you match it
with the NFHS (National
Family Health Survey)
data, it comes at 19 per
cent there... We cannot
publish it until we validate
this data with that of the
Indian Academy of
Paediatrics," Irani said.

"Last week, we decided
to enter into an agreement
with the Indian Academy
of Paediatrics," she added.
Under this agreement, the
minister said as many as
30,000 pediatrician across
the country will offer their
services in validating the
data collected on "well-
nourished or malnour-
ished" children through
Poshan Tracker App.

‘Roping in IAP to validate
NFHS data on malnutrition’

Bhopal, Apr 01 (PTI): 

In a reshuffle of senior
Indian Administrative
Service (IAS) officers, the
Madhya Pradesh govern-
ment has appointed Malay
Shrivastava as the new
chairman of the
Professional Examination
Board (PEB), earlier
known as Vyapam, official
sources said on Friday.

He succeeded senior bu-
reaucrat ICP Keshari who
retired from service on
Thursday. Keshari was
also serving as the vice-
chairman of the
Narmada Valley
Development Authority
(NVDA) at the time of his
retirement.

Shrivastava will con-
tinue to hold the charge
of additional chief secre-
tary (ACS) in the public
health engineering de-
partment, the sources

said. Senior IAS officer S
N Mishra has been posted
as the vice-chairman of
NVDA in place of
Keshari. Mishra will con-
tinue to hold the charge
of ACS (water resources
and transport) besides
heading NVDA, the
sources said.

Another senior IAS offi-
cer and additional chief
secretary (agriculture)
Ajit Kesari has been ap-
pointed the director gen-
eral (DG) of the RCPV
Naronha Academy of
Administration.

Kesari will continue to
hold the charge of ACS
(agriculture), the sources
said. Senior IAS officer and
principal secretary (person-
nel department) Deepti
Gaud Mukherjee will be re-
lieved from the additional
charge of the DG, RCPV
Naronha Academy of
Administration, they said.

Reshuffle in MP
bureaucracy

Devotees take part in Chari Yatra, on the occasion of the Navratri festival, from Jammu to Mata Vaishno Devi shrine, in Jammu, Friday.

CHARI YATRA

Bengaluru, Apr 01 (PTI): 

Setting the mood for
Assembly elections in
Karnataka due next year,
former Congress President
Rahul Gandhi on Friday
exhorted party leaders in
the State to work together,
as he set an ambitious tar-
get to win a minimum of
150 seats. He said Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
used to speak about cor-
ruption in his election ral-
lies, but the country's
"most corrupt govern-
ment" is in Karnataka, run
by the BJP.

Gandhi said the
Congress will win in
Karnataka with a huge ma-
jority in the 225-member
assembly, and will form a
government that will work
for poor, weaker sections,

small traders , small and
medium businesses, and
take the state on the "right
path once again". "We are
faced with an election in
Karnataka, and Karnataka
has always had the spirit of
the Congress party. This is
a natural Congress state,"
Gandhi said.

Addressing Karnataka
Pradesh Congress
Committee's extended ex-
ecutive meeting here, he
said, "We should be very
clear in our mind that we
are going to get not less
than 150 seats. So we
should start our calcula-
tions." 

Noting that winning a
minimum 150 seats is not a
difficult task, Gandhi said,
this is actually quite an
easy one for Congress, if
the party gets together,

fights together in a united
way, fights on the right is-
sues and if it guarantees
merit as the criteria for
candidates, leaders and
workers. He said it is very

important to promote peo-
ple based on the service
they have done for the
party, instead of promoting
those based on likes and
dislikes.

"....we should be ab-
solutely ruthless with this
idea. I don't think we
should be deciding tickets
based on past history, what
a person has done 20 years
ago. I think we should be
basing tickets on the work
the person is doing for the
party today," he said,
adding that loyal, good rep-
resentatives of the party,
must be protected and re-
warded. This is the first
visit of the top Congress
leader to the State as it pre-
pares for the assembly
elections, amid specula-
tions that early polls is also
a possibility.

‘BJP-run K’taka govt is 
country’s most corrupt’

Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi addresses a meeting
with Congress MPs, MLAs,
MLCs and other state 
leaders, at KPCC office, in
Bengaluru, Friday.

When will PM hold
‘Mehangai Pe Charcha’?

After transfer from Pune to Kolhapur

IRANI TELLS LS

Smriti Irani

‘Jaipur hospital to have 
country’s tallest in-patient 

department tower’

BMC’s property
tax collection

rises by Rs 700 cr 
Mumbai, Apr 01 (PTI)
The property tax collected
by the Mumbai civic body
for the fiscal 2021-22 in-
creased by Rs 700 crore
from the previous finan-
cial year and touched a
record Rs 5,792 crore de-
spite the coronavirus-in-
duced pandemic as well as
a tax waiver on homes of
up to 500 square feet, an of-
ficial said on Friday. A
Brihanmumbai Municipal
Corporation release said
three out of the metropolis'
24 wards collected 30 per
cent more tax than the pre-
vious year, while F-South
ward, which comprises
areas like Parel, Lalbaug,
Sewri and Wadala, saw
property tax collections
rise by 34 per cent when
compared to 2020-21.

KTDC launches Kerala’s first 
caravan tourism package


