
Rejected
LLuucckknnooww::  Nomination
papers of two Samajwadi
Party candidates for the
elections to the Legislative
Council were rejected dur-
ing the scrutiny on
Tuesday, paving the way
for the unopposed victory
of BJP nominees. The nom-
ination papers of Udayvir
Singh and Rakesh Yadav
besides that of an inde-
pendent were rejected
during the scrutiny, offi-
cials said. 

Denied
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: A court here on
Tuesday rejected the bail
plea of Mohd. Saleem
Khan in connection with a
case related to alleged
larger conspiracy into the
2020 north-east Delhi riots,
lodged under stringent
UAPA, while deferring the
order on bail application of
Sharjeel Imam for March
26. Additional Sessions
Judge Amitabh Rawat said
the ground was not enough
to grant the relief to Khan.

Resign
NNeeww  DDeellhhii::  Samajwadi
Party chief Akhilesh Yadav
on Tuesday resigned as the
member of Lok Sabha from
Azamgarh constituency,
deciding to retain the
Karhal assembly seat he
won in the recently held
Uttar Pradesh polls. By
quitting as a Lok Sabha
member, Yadav has made
it clear that he would now
concentrate on state poli-
tics. Yadav met Lok Sabha
Speaker Om Birla in
Parliament House to put in
his papers. 

Shot at 
DDiipphhuu:: A 54-year-old man,
who was accused of rap-
ing two minor sisters,
was shot at by police
when he allegedly tried
to escape from custody in
Assam's Karbi Anglong
district, a senior officer
claimed on Tuesday. The
person was absconding
and apprehended on
Monday, he said. 

Attached
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: The ED on
Tuesday said it has
attached assets worth Rs
6.45 crore of a company
owned by the brother-in-
law of Maharashtra Chief
Minister Uddhav
Thackeray in connection
with a money laundering
investigation. The
Enforcement Directorate
said in a statement that it
has issued a provisional
order under the Prevention
of Money Laundering Act
(PMLA) to attach 11 resi-
dential flats in Neelambari
project, located in Thane
near Mumbai, of Shree
Saibaba Grihanirmiti
Private Limited. 
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Chief Minister Nitish Kumar
with balloons during the 

inauguration of the 110th Bihar
Diwas function, at Gandhi
Maidan, in Patna, Tuesday.
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Rajnandgaon, Mar 22: 

Khairagarh Block
Congress Committee(BCC)
chief Yashoda Verma will
contest the April 12 bypoll to
the Khairagarh assembly
constituency in
Chhattisgarh on the ruling
party's ticket, a spokesper-
son said on Tuesday.

The Khairagarh seat fell
vacant after the death of sit-
ting Janata Congress
Chhattisgarh (J) MLA
Devvrat Singh in November
last year. Verma's name was
approved for the bypoll by
Congress president Sonia
Gandhi, the spokesperson
said. Verma comes from the
Lodhi community which
has a considerable presence
in the constituency located
in the Rajnandgaon district.

She had served as a mem-
ber of the Rajnandgaon Zila
Panchayat in the past.

Speaking to mediaper-
sons, she exuded confidence
about winning the by-elec-
tion. The opposition BJP
and JCC (J) are yet to an-
nounce their candidates for
the electoral contest for

which the last day of filing
of nominations is March 24.

Polling will be held on
April 12 and votes will be
counted on April 16.

Devvrat Singh, who rep-
resented the Khairagarh as-
sembly segment four times,
belonged to the erstwhile
royal family of Khairagarh.
He was first elected as a leg-
islator in 1995 on a Congress
ticket.

In December 2017, he quit
the Congress and later
joined the late Ajit Jogi's
Janata Congress
Chhattisgarh (J) party.
Singh contested the last as-
sembly election (2018) on a
JCC (J) ticket and became
MLA for the fourth time
from Khairagarh.

New Delhi, Mar 22 (PTI): 

More than Rs 4,350 crore
has been transferred to inel-
igible beneficiaries under
the PM-KISAN scheme and
an advisory has been issued
to states for getting refunds,
the government said on
Tuesday.

The Pradhan Mantri
Kisan Samman Nidhi
Yojana (PM-KISAN), which
was announced in February
2019, is a central scheme
that aims at providing fi-
nancial assistance to land-
holding farmer families,
subject to certain exclusion
criteria, to enable them to
take care of expenses relat-

ed to agriculture and allied
activities as well as domes-
tic needs. Under the
scheme, an amount of Rs
6,000 per year is transferred
in three four-monthly in-
stallments of Rs 2,000 di-
rectly into the bank ac-
counts of the farmers. In
reply to a written question
in Lok Sabha, Agriculture
Minister Narendra Singh
Tomar said, "an amount of
more than Rs 4,352.49 crore
which is 2 per cent of the
total amount transferred to
all the beneficiaries has
been reported to have been
transferred to ineligible
beneficiaries". He was re-
plying to a query on
"whether it is a fact that
over Rs 2,500 crore of PM-
KISAN scheme funds were
transferred to ineligible

beneficiaries". Tomar said
an SOP has been devised
and circulated to states for
getting refund from ineligi-
ble beneficiaries and return
of funds to the government.

"Besides, a facility has
been created on the web-
portal through which any
individual farmer can re-
fund the money through
NTRP system. So far, an
amount of Rs 296.67 crore
has been recovered from in-
eligible beneficiaries,"
Tomar said.

The ministry informed
that the eligibility of farm-
ers was initially based on
their self-declaration and
after verification of their
details by State/UTs. Also
only essential fields were
made mandatory for regis-
tration.

New Delhi, Mar 22 (PTI): 

The Union Cabinet on
Tuesday gave its nod to a
bill to merge the three mu-
nicipal corporations in
Delhi, a move that is likely
to escalate the ongoing po-
litical tussle between the
BJP and the AAP ahead of
the high-stakes civic polls.

The Delhi Municipal
C o r p o r a t i o n
(Amendment) Bill is likely
to be introduced in the on-
going Budget session of
Parliament, sources in the
government said.

The unified municipal
corporation, the sources
said, will be a well-
equipped entity for opti-
mum and even utilisation
of financial resources
which will reduce mount-
ing liabilities, expenditure
on the functioning of the
three municipal corpora-
tions and improve the

civic services of the na-
tional capital.

Some more amend-
ments have also been
cleared in the principal
Act of 1957 to ensure more
robust delivery architec-
ture for greater trans-
parency, improved gover-
nance and more efficient
delivery of civic services
for the people of Delhi,
they said.

The amendment pro-
vides for a unified munici-
pal corporation of Delhi
by subsuming the existing
three corporations.

The erstwhile Delhi
Municipal Corporation
was trifurcated into three
municipal corporations -
South Delhi Municipal
Corporation (SDMC),
North Delhi Municipal
Corporation (NDMC), and
East Delhi Municipal
Corporation (EDMC) in
2011.

New Delhi, Mar 22 (PTI): 

Days after meeting
Ghulam Nabi Azad,
Congress president Sonia
Gandhi on Tuesday met
some more leaders of the G-
23 grouping including
Anand Sharma and Manish
Tewari at her residence and
held discussions on resolv-
ing internal party issues.

It is learnt that during
the meeting, the leaders
suggested ways to strength-
en the party and revive it to
help take on the BJP in the
next round of elections.

According to the party
sources, Gandhi is likely to
meet some more leaders of
the G-23 in the coming days.

Tuesday's interaction
was part of the series of
meetings that the Congress
top leadership is having
with some of the leaders
who have raised critical or-
ganisational issues and

have suggested measures to
revamp the party.

These meetings are being
held amidst indications
that some of the G-23 lead-
ers may be accommodated
in the Congress Working
Committee or a new body
like the Parliamentary
Board, which will be re-
sponsible for all policy deci-
sions including finalising
chief ministerial candi-
dates and tie-ups with like-
minded parties in states.

The group is also report-
edly seeking the ouster of
some Rahul Gandhi loyal-
ists from key AICC posi-
tions and top on their target
are AICC general secretary
Organisation KC
Venugopal, chief
spokesperson Randeep
Surjewala and general sec-
retary Ajay Maken. Sources
said one or more may be
shifted to placate the dissi-
dent group.

Balodabazar, Mar 22: 

The partially decom-
posed bodies of two minor
boys were found in a field
at a village in
C h h a t t i s g a r h ' s
Balodabazar district on
Tuesday, two days after
they went missing from
outside their houses, police
said. The deceased boys
aged 7 and 8 were neigh-
bours from Chakarbai vil-
lage, Kasdol Station House
Officer (SHO) Ashish
Rajput said.

The duo went missing on
March 20 when they were
playing outside their houses
in the village, he said. As
they did not return till
Sunday late at night, their
parents launched a search.
On Monday, police were in-
formed and a missing case
was registered, Rajput
added. Their partially de-
composed bodies were
found this morning in farm-
land in Kharve village, 3 km
from Chakarbai village, the
SHO said. The exact cause
of the death will be known
after the postmortem ex-
amination, he said. A case
was registered under the
Indian Penal Code (IPC),
Rajput said.

New Delhi, Mar 22 (PTI): 

Petrol and diesel prices
were on Tuesday hiked by 80
paise a litre each while do-
mestic cooking gas LPG
rates were increased by Rs 50
per cylinder as state oil firms
ended an over four-and-a-half
month election-related hia-
tus in rate revision.

Petrol in Delhi will now
cost Rs 96.21 per litre as
against Rs 95.41 previously
while diesel rates have gone
up from Rs 86.67 per litre to
Rs 87.47, according to a price
notification of state-owned
fuel retailers. In Mumbai, the
petrol price has been hiked

by Rs 0.84 per litre to Rs
110.82 per litre, and diesel by
Rs 0.86 to Rs 95 per litre.

The rates, which differ
from state to state depending
on the incidence of local
taxes such as VAT, are likely
to continue to rise over the
next few days as state oil
firms recoup losses from
keeping prices on hold for a
record 137 days. According to

CRISIL Research, a hike of
Rs 15-20 per litre is required
to fully pass through a USD
30 per barrel increase in the
cost of raw material (crude
oil).

Simultaneously, the price
of non-subsidised LPG cylin-
ders has been increased to Rs
949.50 per 14.2-kg bottle in the
national capital and
Mumbai, and to Rs 976 in
Kolkata.

While LPG rates were last
revised on October 6, 2021,
petrol and diesel prices had
been on a freeze since
November 4 as five states, in-
cluding Uttar Pradesh and
Punjab, went to the polls.

LPG prices had gone up by
close to Rs 100 per cylinder
between July and October 6,
2021, before criticism halted

the monthly revision in
rates. Non-subsidised cook-
ing gas is the one that con-
sumers buy after exhausting
their quota of 12 cylinders at
subsidised or below market
price. However, the govern-
ment pays no subsidy on
LPG in most cities and the
price of the refill that con-
sumers, including the poor
women who got free connec-
tion under the much-talked
Ujjwala scheme, buy is the
same as non-subsidised or
market price LPG.

This is the highest rate
ever that subsidised LPG
users will pay. The non-sub-
sidised rate had peaked at Rs
1,241 in January 2014, but at
that time, the government
provided as much as Rs 600
per cylinder subsidy.

Ranchi, Mar 22 (PTI): 

Incarcerated Rashtriya
Janata Dal (RJD) supremo
Lalu Prasad's health condi-
tion has deteriorated and
he has been shifted to
AIIMS, New Delhi for better
treatment, officials said on
Tuesday.

A medical board of the
Rajendra Institute of
Medical Sciences (RIMS)
here referred him to AIIMS
New Delhi, they said.

"RJD chief Lalu Prasad
has been taken to Delhi in
an air ambulance," Ranchi's
Birsa Munda Airport

Director Vinod Sharma told
PTI.

Dr Vidyapati, who heads
a seven-member team of
doctors formed by RIMS to
treat Prasad, earlier said,

"The medical board has rec-
ommended that Prasad be
referred to AIIMS New
Delhi as his condition has
deteriorated."

Prasad was sentenced by
a special CBI court to five
years imprisonment and
slapped with a fine of Rs 60
lakh on February 21 after
being convicted in the em-
bezzlement of Rs 139 crore
from Doranda treasury in
the fodder scam.

The court had convicted
Prasad on February 15 and
pronounced the quantum of
the sentence after virtually
hearing the arguments.

HORRIFYING VIOLENCE

Eight charred bodies
found in Birbhum

Rampurhat, Mar 22 (PTI):

Eight persons, including
two children, died in the
early hours of Tuesday after
their houses were gutted in
a fire at Rampurhat in West
Bengal's Birbhum district,
police said.

The incident took place
hours after the murder of a
Trinamool Congress pan-
chayat leader on Monday,
DGP Manoj Malaviya told
reporters in Kolkata.
Malaviya said seven
charred bodies were recov-
ered from one of the burnt
houses, while one injured
person died in hospital.
Eleven people have been ar-
rested in connection with
the incident, he said. The
top police officer said TMC
panchayat deputy chief of
Barshal village, Bhadu
Sheikh, was murdered

around 8.30 pm on Monday.
Shortly after the murder, at
least eight houses were al-
legedly set on fire in Bogtui
village situated on the out-
skirts of Rampurhat town,
which some claimed was in
retaliation to the killing.
The situation is now under
control and a police picket
has been established in the
village since last night. We
are investigating how the
houses caught fire and
whether the incident is re-
lated to the death of the
TMC panchayat leader,
which appears to be due to a
deep-rooted personal enmi-
ty, he said. Asked about
claims by some fire brigade
officials that 10 bodies were
found, the top police officer
clarified while seven of
them were recovered after
the blaze was brought under
control, three injured per-
sons were rescued of whom
one died in a hospital.

11 arrested

The Union Home Ministry on Tuesday sought a report from the West
Bengal government after eight people were found burnt to death in
Birbhum district, officials said. The move came after a nine-member
delegation of BJP MPs from West Bengal met Union Home Minister
Amit Shah and sought his intervention and action against the perpetra-
tors of the crime. In a communication, the ministry asked the West
Bengal government to maintain law and order and ensure security of
common people in view of the killings, officials said. 

West Bengal Governor Jagdeep Dhankhar strongly condemned the vio-
lence in the state's Birbhum district, saying human rights have been
"decimated" and rule of law has "capsised". Offering condolence to
the families of those who lost their lives, the Governor said that the
state is in a "grip of violence culture and lawlessness". He said that he
was pained and disturbed at the "horrifying barbarity" at Rampurhat in
Birbhum, where eight people were burnt to death after a mob alleged-
ly set houses on fire following the killing of Trinamool Congress leader

Bahadur Shaikh. 

MHA seeks report from state govt

Arson Orgy: Guv

Two missing
boys found dead

Khairagarh Assembly Bypoll

BCC chief Yashoda Verma
is Congress nominee

Cabinet nod to merger of 
3 Delhi municipal corporations

PM-KISAN Scheme

‘Over Rs 4,350 cr transferred
to ineligible beneficiaries’

Advisory issued to
states for refunds

After Azad, Sonia meets G-23’s
Anand Sharma, Manish Tiwari

TRADITION AND FAITH

Devotees gather to hoist the flag as Jhanda Mela begins at Shri Guru Ram Rai Darbar
Sahib, in Dehradun, Tuesday.

LPG at record high after Rs 50 rise
Petrol, diesel price
hiked by 80 paise

Lalu’s health condition deteriorates,
shifted to AIIMS New Delhi

Islamabad, Mar 22 (PTI):

Pakistan Prime Minister Imran
Khan on Tuesday again raked
up the Kashmir issue at the
Organisation of Islamic
Cooperation (OIC) foreign min-
isters' meeting here, saying the
57-member body has not been

able to make any impact at all
as it's a "divided house".
Khan's comments came at a
time when he is facing the
toughest political test since
assuming office in 2018 as a no-
confidence motion has been
introduced by the opposition
parties against his government.
"We have failed both the people
of Palestine and Kashmir,"
Khan said in his keynote
address at the 48th Council of
Foreign Ministers of the OIC at
the Parliament House here as
he sought to raise the issues of
Palestine and Kashmir in the
same breath.

OIC FOREIGN MINISTERS’ MEETING

Pakistan again rakes
up Kashmir issue Lucknow, Mar 22 (PTI): 

The stage is set for a
grand swearing-in ceremo-
ny of the second Yogi
Adityanath government in
Uttar Pradesh at the sprawl-
ing Atal Bihari Vajpayee
Ikana stadium in the state
capital on March 25.

According to sources, an
all important meeting of
the BJP legislature party to
elect its leader will be held
Thursday evening, in which
Union Union Home minis-
ter Amit Shah and former
Chief Minister of
Jharkhand Raghubar Das
will take part as observer

and co-observer. The for-
mality of electing Yogi
Adityanath as the new chief
minister will be done in the
meeting, they said on
Tuesday. Shah will also de-
liberate on the constitution
of the ministry in the meet-
ing with the newly elected
MLAs, they said.

On Monday, state unit
president of the party
Swatantra Dev Singh and
general secretary (organisa-
tion) Sunil Bansal had held
a meeting with party office
bearers, during which they
were assigned with respon-
sibilities for the swearing-in
ceremony.

Stage set for grand swearing-in
ceremony for second Yogi Govt
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Bhilai, Mar 22: The 2nd
Inter Departmental Senior
Women's National Hockey
Championship 2022 is
scheduled to be held from
March 23-30, 2022 at
National Stadium, New
Delhi under the aegis of
Hockey India. The Steel
Plants Sports Board Senior
Women's Hockey Team will
be participating in the said
championship and compet-
ing against Railway Sports
Promotion Board, Sports
Authority of India,
Sashastra Seema Bal, UCO
Bank Women's Hockey
Academy and All India
Police Sports Control
Board.

Selection trials for for-
mation of SPSB Team were
held on March 16 at Pant
Stadium wherein 18 play-
ers were shortlisted and
coaching camp was con-
ducted at Bhilai from
March 17 to 20 March 2022.

The players who will be
representing SPSB in the
said championship are
Pooja Bhatt, Mamta Bhatt,
Kajal Rathore, Devshree,
Anuradha, Payal, Manisha
Dhawal, Shivangi, Dipti,
Pooja, Jyoti, Arti Kashyap,
Mayuri Rai, Karishma,
Anima, Ekta, Radha Negi
and Kushboo. The Coach of
the team is Sudarshan
Singh, NIS Hockey Coach
and Advisor, Sports, SAIL
and Manager of the team is

Dennis Christy, Asstt
Manager (Personnel), BSP.

On the other hand, the
SPSB Inter Steel Plant
Hockey Championship 2022
is scheduled to be held from
at Jamshedpur under the
aegis of SPSB and is being
organized by TATA Steel.
Bhilai Steel Plant Men's

Hockey Team will be par-
ticipating in the said cham-
pionship and competing
against the following teams
of the nation:-Rourkela
Steel Plant, TATA Steel,
RINL, Visakhapatnam.

The players who will be
representing SPSB in the
said championship are as

under:- Mohd Aslam, T
Kujur, GC Jain, Naresh
Sinha (BSP Players),
Chumman, Fanish,
Toufique Ahmed, Sukhdev,
Kartik, Arjun, Khushal,
Praveen, Aditya Netam,
Vishnu, Khogeshwar Bagh
&  Aditya (local Youth).

The Coach of the team is
Ajitesh Masih and
Manager of the team is
Nitin Singh Kashyap.
Sahee Ram Jakhar, DGM
(S,C&CA), Abhijit
Bhowmik, Asstt Manager
(S,C&CA) and Shri Dennis
Christy, Asstt. Manager
(Personnel) and Secretary,
BSP Hockey wished the
team good luck for partici-
pation in the said champi-
onship.

Padda honoured with
Innovative Farmer Award

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Mar 22: Pusa
Krishi Vigyan Mela 2022
was organized by the
Indian Agricultural
Research Institute, New
Delhi during March 09 to 11.
In this fair, the achievement
of farmers of different
states was displayed. Durg
based Rajinder Singh
Padda was the only farmer
from Chhattisgarh state
who was honoured during
this event.

He was honoured with
the Innovative Farmer
Award for his significant
contribution in the field of
agriculture and allied ac-
tivities. He has been pro-
ducing Napier grass on a
large scale for cattle fodder.
He received this honor
from BS Tomar (Joint
Director, Extension), JPS
Dabas (I/c CATAT) and AK

Singh (Director) during the
Pusa Krishi Vigyan Mela
2022. While addressing
media persons here at
Supela on Tuesday, Padda
informed that he has in-
creased per acre produc-
tion of Napier grass and
Berseem grass from 70
tonnes to 100 tonnes per
year. He cultivates Napier
Grass and Berseem Grass
in 200 acres of farms in
Jeorasirsa, Kachandur. He
said that normally only 70

tonnes is produced, but he
is practicing organic farm-
ing and has increased the
yield up to 100 tonnes with-
out using chemical fertiliz-
ers. Apart from this, he
runs a dairy farm and is
also engaged in fisheries.
Padda added that he has a
contract of supplying 5000
tonnes of fodder to a milk
processing establishment.

He is producing Napier
Grass and Berseem Grass
for this purpose. He has cre-
ated this record by produc-
ing 100 tonnes per acre ris-
ing above the average of 70
tonnes. Padda is a qualified
engineer and is using state-
of-the-art machines in farm-
ing. The grass produced
here is also being sent to
Raipur, Dharmajaygarh and
Rajnandgaon. He said that
the demand for cattle fodder
is very high but the produc-
tion is very low in the state.

BJP Corporators dump garbage at
BMC's main gate; stage demonstration

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Mar 22: Alleging
corruption and discrimi-
nation in the city sanita-
tion services, the
Corporators or Bharatiya
Janata Party on Tuesday
staged demonstration at
BMC Head Quarters.
Ward 38 Corporator
Piyush Mishra accompa-
nied by Ward 53
Corporator Shakuntala
Sahu, Ward 58 Corporator
Ishwari and others staged
a demonstration. They
dumped a rickshaw full of
garbage at the main gate of
the Corporation
Headquarters.

Piyush said that the
wards of BJP Corporators
are suffering discrimina-
tion over cleanliness serv-
ices and other develop-
ment works. If any em-

ployee responds to the
complaint made by BJP
Corporator, he is trans-
ferred to some other place
or is illegally retrenched.

Mishra further alleged
that the sanitation work-
ers are being engaged in
the plot purchased by the
elder brother of Bhilai
MLA. A number of em-
ployees have been de-
ployed at MLA's residence

in Sector-5 as well as the
Housing Board Colony.
Apart from this, BMC's
Health Officer to the Zone
Sanitary Inspector have
no control over the cleanli-
ness workers. The sanita-
tion workers are working
like the private staff of
some people. Piyush fur-
ther alleged that the num-
ber of employees is being
gradually reduced and the

leaders are busy in gener-
ating income through un-
fair means. The rickshaws
and vehicles used for
cleaning works exist in di-
lapidated state, due to
which regular sanitation
works are being affected.

Piyush added that the
former General Body of
Bhilai Municipal
Corporation had ordered
an enquiry against the
sanitation agency. Now the
same agency has been
given a contract of city
sanitation which itself
proves corruption. Now,
not a single officer of BMC
is able to gather courage
and make a complaint
against the agency. BJP
Corporator Piyush Mishra
said if the BMC fails in im-
proving the city sanitation
system, they will resort to
aggressive agitation.

BSP wins laurels in AIMA
Corporate Management

Olympiad 2022
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Mar 22: Two teams
from SAIL-Bhilai Steel
Plant won laurels at the
Corporate Management
Olympiad 2022 conducted
by All India Management
Association (AIMA)  from
March 15-17, 2022 in online
mode. In the Case Study
competition module, Rajat
Sarkar, AGM SMS-III along
with Himanshu Verma,
Mgr SMS-III won the 2nd
Position winning Silver
Medal. In Business
Simulation competition,
Vikas Piprani, Sr Manager
SP-III & Ashish Agrawal,
Sr Mgr T&D won the 3rd
Position wining Bronze
Medal.

Bhilai Steel Plant had
nominated 5 teams to par-
ticipate in various events
organised under the
Olympiad. The events were
Quiz, Case study

Competition, Business
Modelling and Business
Simulation under varied
topics. This is a yearly
event conducted by AIMA
in which reputed
Corporates from Public
and Private Sectors partici-
pate to provide opportuni-
ties to their Managers to
enhance Managerial skill
and competitive zeal.

Bhilai Steel plant nomi-
nated the winner teams of
Bhilai Steel plant in vari-
ous events  of similar na-
ture organized at Plant as
well SAIL level to partici-
pate in the event. Out of
five teams, two teams won
medals in different cate-
gories.

Fake call center busted, four arrested from South Delhi
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Mar 22: With the
arrest of four fraudsters,
Police claimed to have
busted a fake call centre
which was operational in
South Delhi. The accused
targeted the elderly people
and duped them in pretext
of insurance policy settle-
ment, taxes, GST, process-
ing charges etc. Police
have recovered ATM cards
of different banks and
have sealed dozens of
bank accounts of the ac-
cused.

The accused are identi-
fied as Sajid Jaffer (29) son
of Late Ziaur Rehman a
resident of Kilokari
Village, Maharani Bagh,
South Delhi; Salim Zafar
(36) son of Late Ziaur
Rehman a resident of
Kilokari Village,
Maharani Bagh, South
Delhi; Raju Yadav (32) son
of Vijay Singh Yadav a res-
ident of Shahpurajaat,
South Delhi; and Ranjan

Kumar Yadav (30) son of
Mahesh Prasad Yadav a
resident of Taimur Nagar
extension, South Delhi.

While addressing media
persons here at the Police
Control Room on Tuesday,
SSP Badri Narayan Meena
informed that a victim
Prabhakar Rao Danikar of
Sikola Bhatha had submit-
ted a written complaint in
Mohan Nagar Police
Station. Some unidentified
people contacted him on
mobile phone and duped
about Rs 16.15 lakhs in the
pretext of an insurance
settlement.

An FIR was lodged
under sections 420, 34 of
IPC. Taking the matter
into serious cognizance,
Durg Police conducted
technical analysis of the
mobile numbers and the
transaction flow. Police
team discovered that peo-
ple were being cheated
through the Call Center .
The victim Prabhakar Rao
Danikar had received calls

from different numbers
continuously for the last
three years from the South
Delhi area. He was given
wrong information re-
garding a group insurance
of Rs 4 lakhs. The fraud-
sters were introducing
themselves as representa-
tives of CGIS (Group
Insurance Company). The
amount transferred by
Prabhakar Rao Danikar
was withdrawn from dif-
ferent places of Delhi and
the amount deposited in
the accounts of people of
Delhi.

On the basis of techni-
cal inputs, a special team
led by Inspector Jitendra
Verma (SHO, Mohan
Nagar) and Inspector
Gaurav Tiwari (in-charge
Cyber Cell) was constitut-
ed and sent to Delhi and
Uttar Pradesh for trapping
the accused. After reach-
ing Delhi, the team kept a
constant eye on the possi-
ble locations of the ac-
cused. The cops under the
guise of common people
looking for rented houses
collected information re-
garding the accused. Later,

three different teams con-
ducted raids and managed
to arrest Sajid Zafar, Salim
Zafar, Raju Yadav and
Ranjan Kumar Yadav were
arrested.

During preliminary in-
terrogation, they con-
fessed to have committed
the crime. The bank ac-
counts of the accused
were freezed in which a
total of Rs 1,56,672 has
been held.

Detailing about the
modus operandi, SSP
Badri Narayan Meena in-
formed that the accused
misused the name of
Central Government
Employees Group
Insurance Scheme (CGIS).
On the pretext of getting a
larger amount of insur-
ance final settlement, the
accused contacted the peo-
ple on various mobile
numbers.

They illegally acquired
data from private compa-
nies and duped money
from people on the pretext

of pension, maturity
amount, etc. In the prelim-
inary investigation, the ac-
cused had targeted people
of Punjab, Gujarat and
Chhattisgarh. The cyber
cell team is establishing
contact with its counter-
parts in states for collect-
ing information about the
victims.

Inspector Gaurav
Tiwari, ASI Shamit
Mishra, Head Constable
Chandrashekhar Banjeer,
Constable Javed Hussain
Khan, Vikrant Yadu from
Cyber Cell and Inspector
Jitendra Verma, Sub-
Inspector Rajiv Tiwari,
ASI Ashok Sahu, Head
Constable Santosh
Mishra, Constable Jugnu
Singh, Anup Sharma,
Rinku Soni, Upendra
Yadav, Keshav Sahu,
Pradeep Singh, Farooq
Khan and Tilleshwar
Rathor from Mohan Nagar
Police Station played vital
role in arresting the ac-
cused.

BJYM protests against deteriorating
law and order condition

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Mar 22: On
Tuesday, BJYM staged a
demonstration against the
deteriorating law and
order situation in the dis-
trict. They alleged that the
criminal incidents are on
rise but the cops are busy
imposing fines on traffic
violators instead of tight-
ening the noose on the
criminals. The demonstra-
tors led by Nitiesh Mishra
collected donations from
the general public and pre-
sented the collection box to
the SSP.

BJYM leader Nitesh
Mishra said that the listed
and habitual criminals are
roaming freely in the city.
On the other hand, the po-
lice are busy in taking ple-
nary action against the
general public for petty

traffic violations. BJYM de-
manded an immediate im-
provement of the law and
order system immediately.

They submitted a char-
ter of four demands which
includes regular mainte-
nance of traffic signals and
deployment of traffic
jawans at major traffic
junctions; increasing po-

lice patrol in residential
areas in view of increasing
criminal activities; strict
action against the ruffians
who gather at public places
and traffic junctions and
get involved in boozing and
creating troubles for other
people; and strengthening
the emergency response
system Dial 112.

Nitesh Mishra, Rahul
Parihar, P Raj, Ravi
Kashyap, Deepak Tripathi,
Rajdeep Namdev, Ritesh
Singh , Ajay Thakur,
Rajkumar, Anurag Naidu,
Vikas Singh, Wahid Raja,
Prakash Mishra, Narendra
Verma, Raj Mishra,
Somnath, Nitish Roy and
others were present.

First Budget of 
Bhilai-Chaorda

Municipal Corporation
on Mar 24

Bhilai, Mar 22: The
B h i l a i - C h a r o d a
Municipal Corporation
Mayor Nirmalkar Kosare
will be presenting his
first budget since assum-
ing office on March 24, in-
formed a press commu-
nique. All the officials of
th corporation including
C o r p o r a t i o n
Commissioner Kirtiman
Singh Rathore will be
present in the meeting
and the councilors of all
40 wards will also be
present in the general
meeting.

The Speaker Krishna
Chandrakar will preside
over the budget meeting
to be held on March 24,
2022. The budget will be
presented at 12:00 hrs.
Vikas Chandra Tripathi,
PRO, revealed this infor-
mation.

International Forest Day
celebrated in St Thomas

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Mar 22: The PG
Department of Zoology, St
Thomas College, in collab-
oration with department
of Zoology TKM college,
Kollam, Kerala, organized
a National Webinar on
"Forests and Sustainable
production and consump-
tion" to celebrate The
International Day of
Forest, on March 21, 2022.

Dr Kunhamu TK,
Professor and Head in the
Department of Silvi-cul-
ture and Agro-forestry at
College of Forestry,
Kerala Agricultural
University, Thrissur,
Kerala and Dr Utkarsh
Ghate, Director, Village
Herbs Co Ltd Madhurai &
Durg were the eminent re-
source persons in the we-
binar. While speaking on
the topic "Forest for

Ecological Resilience" Dr
Kunhamu mentioned
about the alarming car-
bon emission all over the
world and the need to in-
crease carbon sink by
planting more trees. Dr
Utkarsh Ghate spoke on
the relevance of Agro-
forestry and organic
farming for carbon neu-
trality.

Dr Chitra Gopinath,
Principal, TKM College,
Kollam, Kerala presided

over the function and Dr
J a y a s r e e
Balasubramanian, Head
Department of Zoology, St
Thomas College, wel-
comed the guests. Vote of
thanks was proposed by
Rohini Krishna, Assistant
professor, Department of
Zoology, TKM College.
The program was con-
ducted by Dr Joyamma
John, Assistant Professor,
Department of Zoology, St
Thomas College.

Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav:
CO & CCD celebrates
Swachhata Pakwada

Bhilai, Mar 22: Swachhata
Pakwada was inaugurated at
SAIL-BSP's Coke ovens and
Coal Chemical department
(CO & CCD) under banner of
'Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav'.
GA Rao, CGM (CO & CCD),
GM Incharges, GM's and
Personnel officers took the
Safety and Swachatta Oath.
GA Rao, CGM (CO & CCD) in
his address said that Safety
and cleanliness should be
brought into our daily rou-
tine. We must always strive
to improve in the field of
Safety and cleanliness, for
which regular drives are
being conducted at Coke
ovens and Coal Chemical de-
partment. BC Mandal, GM
(Safety) gave a brief about
near miss cases in CO &
CCD. Various other activi-
ties will be held at Coke
ovens and Coal Chemical de-
partment during the
Swachhata pakwada being
organised during March 16-
31, 2022.

Hockey players from city to represent 
SPSB in National Championship

Ispat Fitness Centre 
inagurated in Ispat Bhavan

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Mar 22: Ispat
Fitness Centre was inau-
gurated in Ispat Bhavan by
Director In-Charge Bhilai
Steel Plant, Anirban
Dasgupta on March 22,
2022. Set up as part of Govt
of India's Fit India
Movement, the Fitness
Centre is a well-equipped
gym with various facili-
ties to enable those work-
ing in Ispat Bhavan to take
time out for fitness. Such
slogans as Fitness@Work
and Dont Sit, Get Fit
adorned the entrance to
the Fitness Centre. It is the
first such Fitness Centre
at workplace in any SAIL
unit. A separate space for
Yoga has also been ear-

marked inside the fitness
centre.

Present on the occasion
were Manas Biswas, ED
(Mines & Rowghat), Dr SK
Issar, ED (M&HS), AK
Bhatta, ED (Projects), KK

Singh, ED (P&A), Anjani
Kumar, ED (Works), AK
Panda, CGM I/c Finance,
NK Banchor, President OA
& SEFI Chairman, other
CGMs and senior officers
of the Plant.
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WATER CRISIS

It is just start of summer season and denizens are waiting for refill from public water
tap connections and gives hint of likely crisis with sheer wastage of water in public
places and no accountability by RMC authorities in days to come.

Raipur, Mar 22:

The issues of lack of
proper displacement of 70
shopkeepers from
Oxyzone area opposite
Khalsa School was raised
in the VS by Congress
MLA Satyanarayan
Sharma and BJP MLA
Brijmohan Agrawal
through call attention mo-
tion. The Minister for
Urban Administration in
his written reply informed
the House that efforts in
this direction is being reg-
ularly taken. Congress
MLA Satyanarayan
Sharma and BJP MLA
Brijmohan Agrawal
through a call attention
motion said that 70 shops
were constructed by RMC

in front of Khalsa School,
near New Bus Stand and
through this mall shop-
keepers were earning
livelihood. But after con-
struction of Oxyzone in its
place, all these shops were
demolished on 26 Dec 2017.
Right since then in last
four years the affected
shopkeepers have not
being displaced or proper-
ly rehabilitated.

In this case Chief
Minister and urban ad-
ministration Minister
have given verbal orders
for their rehabilitation,
but so far it has not been
implemented. On 26 Nov
20121, a proposal for reha-
bilitation of the affected
shopkeepers was passed in
GBM of RMC and it was

after inspection by The
Minister for Urba
Administration, Mayor
and RMC Commissioner a
place near the ‘Haat
Bazar’, near the Avanti
Bai Chowk, in Pandri was
finalized, but thereafter no
action has been taken till
date. The affected shop-
keepers are still wander-

ing in search of rehabilita-
tion and displacement and
their shops and source of
livelihood is lying closed
for last 4 yrs and due to
which the all are facing se-
rious financial problems.

On this the Minister for
Urban Administration Dr
Shiv Kumar Daharia in
his written reply informed
the House that the affected
shopkeeper in front of
Khalsa School were in-
formed about their reha-
bilitation and displace-
ment near Best Prize Shop
in Bhanpuri and on which
the shopkeepers disagreed
and file a petition in the
High Court. The HC reject-
ed the petition saying that
if the shopkeeper agree in
shops to be provided in

Bhanpuri then next
course of action be taken.
On this the shopkeeper did
not showed any interest
and therefore no displace-
ment was done. Last on 26
Nov. in GBM of RMC, a
proposal of displacement
of these shopkeepers in
front of Crystal Aracade
at Lodhipara Chowk on
RMC land near ‘Haat
Bazar’ was approved.
Since the proposal of RMC
was not as per the guide-
lines of Mukyamantri
Swalamban Yojana and
therefore a clear-cut opin-
ion on this was sought and
after which final decision
in this regard will be taken
and the government is tak-
ing regular efforts for
their displacement.

Govt making continuous efforts for 
displacement of affected shopkeepers: Daharia

From Oxyzone in front of Khalsa School

Raipur, Mar 22:

The Vidhan Sabha
Speaker made a  declara-
tion to carry out inquiry
into payment made to
black-listed firms by ‘Beej
Nigam’ through Vidhan
Sabha’s samiti. Speaker
intervened when the
member of the
Opposition turned aggres-
sive over a question dur-
ing question-hour session
in VS here on Tuesday.
Prior to this Agriculture
Minister Ravindra
Choubey said that he does
not have any objections
over the inquiry and

added that the govern-
ment simply would not
tolerate any wrong with
the farmers.

The Leader of
Opposition in the VS
Dharamlal Kaushik rais-
ing a question during
question-hour session in
VS charged that a banned
company Trimurti was
made payment for pur-

chase of Hybrid Paddy
and maize sidelining all
the rules and regulations.
Senior BJP leader and
MLA Ajay Chandrakar
held this as a serious
issue and termed it as
sheer injustice with farm-
ers and demanded in-
quiry through VS samiti.

The Agriculture
Minister Ravindra
Choubey said that on 1
Jan 2019 to 31 Jan 2022 ,
the ‘Beej Vikas Nigam’
has not banned or de-
barred any of the
Companies. He accepted
that without DNA test, no
payment should have
been made to the
Company and added that
so far no complete pay-
ment has been made to
the Company.

House Committee to probe into 
payment to black-listed Company
 Speaker 

makes declaration
in the House

Raipur, Mar 22:

Collector Sourabh
Kumar and Senior
Superintendent of Police
Prashant Kumar Agrawal
today held a meeting of
senior officers of district
administration and police
department at the confer-
ence hall in Collectorate to
discuss measures to main-
tain peace and security in
the district. The Collector
took note ongoing agita-
tion of various associa-
tions of part-time school
teachers, contractual
workers and farmers near
Budhatalab and gave nec-
essary instructions to the

officials to maintain law
and order situation. Acting
on information about agi-
tation of Chhattisgarh
Contract Employees
Welfare Association and
Chhattisgarh Agents and
Investors Welfare
Association, the Collector
told the concerned officials
to hold talks with the rep-
resentatives of both the as-
sociations.

The Collector also dis-
cussed with the officials
the possible traffic prob-
lem during the dharnas,
demonstrations and rallies
to be organized in the cur-
rent week. He asked the
revenue and police officers

to maintain constant con-
tact with each other. He
said that common citizens
should not face any kind of
inconvenience and law and
order should also be main-
tained. He also instructed
to keep a close watch on
anti-social elements. The
meeting was also attended
by Additional District
Magistrate NR Sahu,
Additional Collectors
Gopal Verma, BB
Panchbhai and BC Sahu,
A d d i t i o n a l
Superintendent of Police
Tarkeshwar Patel, all Sub
Divisional Magistrates
(Revenue) and other senior
officers.

Collector, SSP discuss law and order Six policemen
suspended on charges

of taking bribe
KKaawwaarrddhhaa,,  MMaarr  2211:: SP Lal
Umed Singh has taken firm
action against the policemen
involved in writing of case
related to liquor smuggling and
in this has suspended  1 ASI, 2
constables and 3 jawans.
Actually on March 10, thana
Kotwali Policemen nabbed few
persons involved in illicit sell-
ing and smuggling of liquor.
Later a video of this case
became viral when the case
was written off taking some
cash from the accused. When
complaint in this regard
reached SP Lal Umed Singh,
then immediately action was
taken and  six policemen were
suspended witih immediately
effect. Among the policemen
suspended included Asst. SI
Dinesh Jharia, head constable
Sohan Verma and Sanjay Gupta
and constables Sandeep
Shukla, Sudhir Sharma, and
Hirendra Sahu of Chowki
Damapur.

Speaker announces
names for

Outstanding MLA
and journalists

RRaaiippuurr,,  MMaarr  2222::  Vidhan Sabha
Speaker Dr Charandas
Mahant has made declaration
of names for Outstanding
MLA and journalists (print
and electronic media) award
for maintaining decorum in
the House and Vidhan Sabha
reporting here on Tuesday. 

On behalf of the ruling
party, the award for
Outstanding MLA went to
Congress MLA Santram
Netam and from the
Opposition to BJP MLA Ajay
Chandrakar. Similarly from
Print Media the name of
Yashwant Dhote of daily ‘Nav
Pradesh’ was announced for
Outstanding Journalist and
from Electronic Media name
of Zulfiquar Ali for Hindi
news and award for
Outstanding Cameramen will
be presented to Shashikant
Verma (Hindi news).

Raipur, Mar 22: With the
drop in corona infection in
Chhattisgarh, now the
movement of air travelers
to and from Raipur has
also increased. It is no-
table that in the last seven
days during the festive
days, the number of air
passengers going to and
from Raipur airport has
crossed 41 thousand. At
the same time, the move-
ment of aircraft flights
from Raipur has also in-
creased. At the same time,
the schedule of flights is
also likely to change from
March 27 or 28. According
to the information re-
ceived from aviation offi-
cials, the number of air

passengers in and out of
Swami Vivekananda
Airport in Raipur stood at
41,570 during the period
from  March 14 to 20.
There was a total of 378
flights with  an increase of
three percent in flights
and two percent increase
in the number of air pas-
sengers. On the one hand,
the movement of air pas-
sengers is increasing. At
the same time, the sched-
ule of flights to and from
Raipur is going to change
from March 27 or March 28
next week and for this a
schedule has also been
made by the Aviation
Authority. As per the
sources there will be a

change in flights schedule
from 15 minutes to half an
hour. It is notable that
every year in the summer,
the schedule of flights is
changed and if the tem-
perature rises, then the
number of passengers is
also reduced. In the 11
months of the financial
year 2021-22, there has
been a significant increase
in the number of air pas-
sengers going to and from
Raipur airport. In the peri-
od from April 2021 to
February 2022, a total of
more than 12.80 lakh pas-
sengers movement were
reported from Raipur air-
port. Aviation officials
said that now there is a
steady increase in the
movement of air passen-
gers as soon as the infec-
tion of Corona is down. In
the coming days, the move-
ment of flights will also in-
crease and flights to new
cities will start.

Raipur Airport: More than 41000 air 
passengers boarded flight in seven days
 Flights schedule to

change from March
27 or 28 next week
been prepared 
by the Raipur
Aviation Authority

Raipur, Mar 22: About one
and a half months before
the end of the financial
year, the annual target had
been met in the registra-
tion offices. In view of this,
the Inspector General of
Registration Office has
once again increased the
target. Raipur office were
given a target of collecting
100 crore revenue within a
month. The department
has also achieved the target
of 96.45 percent. Not only
the common people are
availing the benefit of 40
percent rebate in the reg-
istry of land by the state
government, but due to this
the government has also
started getting huge rev-
enue. The common public’s
dream of becoming an
owner of a  house is also

coming true. Due to the ex-
emption, there has been a
huge jump in the sale and
purchase of land across the
state. If the collector guide-
line rate is Rs 500 sq ft for
buying one thousand
square feet of land without
exemption in the state, then
at the rate of guide line, he
will incur a stamp duty of
Rs 5 lakh at 6.25 percent,
then he has to purchase a
stamp of Rs 31,250. If 40
percent discount is avail-
able on the same property,
then only Rs 18,750 stamps
will have to be purchased at
the rate of 6.25 percent on
Rs 6 lakh. Now the public is

getting the benefit of Rs
25000 in stamp duty on buy-
ing land up to Rs 10 lakh.
The registration depart-
ment has achieved 96.45
percent of its annual target
across the state. The gov-
ernment had given a target
of Rs 1650 crore to the regis-
tration offices across the
state for the first time in
this financial year. After
getting exemption in the
registry, the target was in-
creased to 1700 crores. If
the target is achieved be-
fore the stipulated time in
the registration offices,
then it has been increased
to 1800 crores.

Heavy rush at Registry Office
 Target increased

for the second time
in this financial
year, from Rs 1,700
to Rs 1,800 crore

RRaaiippuurr,,  MMaarr  2222:: Contractual
electricity employees have
launched movement against
Chhattisgarh State Power
Distribution Company (CSPD-
CL). A large number of con-
tractual electricity employees
in the capital staged half-
naked demonstration against
the company and the state gov-
ernment on Tuesday and raised
slogans in support of their
demands. Contractual electric-
ity employees are on strike
here for the last 12 days under
the banner of Chhattisgarh

Samvida Vidyut Karamchari
Sangh. On the 13th day of their
protest on Tuesday, about one
thousand employees demon-
strated semi-naked demanding
regularisation in the company
with permanent appointment
on vacant posts and abolition
of contract system in the com-
pany. 
According to them they raised
their demand by going to the
company office but in vain.
Considering company’s indif-
ference towards their demand,
they staged demonstration in a
different way. They said that
they would continue to stage
protest till their demands are
met. 

Contract power workers
continue indefinite strike

 Stage half-naked
demonstration

Raipur, Mar 22: 

According to the latest
data report released by
the Center for Monitoring
Indian Economy (CMIE),
Chhattisgarh ranks third
among the states with the
lowest unemployment
rate in the country. Policy
decisions and better man-
agement of the state gov-
ernment has beeen creat-
ing various employment
opportunities for youth,
which led to decline of the
unemployment rate to  1.7
percent. As per the data
released by CMIE as of
February 2022, Odisha
has the lowest unemploy-
ment rate in the country,
and the highest unem-
ployment rate is of
Rajasthan i.e. 32.3 and
Haryana i.e. 31 percent.

In line with Mahatma
Gandhi’s vision of ‘Gram
Swaraj’, Chhattisgarh
adopted a new model of

development three years
ago with the goal of inclu-
sive development. This
model emphasized on in-
creasing economic con-
nectivity between the vil-
lages and the cities. Under
this model, initiatives
such as Suraji Gaon
Yojana, Narva-Garva-
Ghurva-Bari program,
Godhan Nyay Yojana,
Rajiv Gandhi Kisan Nyay
Yojana, Rajiv Gandhi
Grameen Bhumiheen
Krishi Mazdoor Nyay
Yojana, establishment of
Rural Industrial Parks,
collection, procurement
and value addition of

Minor Forest Produce
were taken for the eco-
nomic empowerment of
villages.These schemes,
programmes and initia-
tives of the State
Government have created
plethora of new employ-
ment opportunities in
rural areas. These
schemes are giving impe-
tus to the development of
the state, due to which
state’s unemployment
rate is continuously de-
clining.

Even during the first
and second wave of
COVID-19, the economy of
Chhattisgarh remained

untouched by the nation-
wide economic slowdown.
Despite the challenges of
this phase, the unemploy-
ment rate in Chhattisgarh
remained completely
under control.
Chhattisgarh ranks third
among states with low un-
employment with 1.7 per
cent, while neighboring
Odisha ranks first with
one per cent, according to
the newly released data.
Meghalaya is second with
1.4 percent and Karnataka
is fourth with 2 percent.
The unemployment rate
is 32.3 percent in
Rajasthan, 31 percent in
Haryana, 15 percent in
Jharkhand and 14 percent
in Bihar. According to the
latest report of CMIE the
unemployment rate in the
country is 7.4 percent.
The urban unemployment
rate is 8.1 percent and the
rural unemployment rate
is 7.2 percent.

Rural economy model and better work management has 
resulted in significant decline in State’s unemployment rate: Baghel

 Ch’garh ranks third among the states with lowest
unemployment rate in the country

 CMIE releases the data: Unemployment rate in
Chhattisgarh is 1.7% while national rate is 7.4%

 Policy-based decisions and better management
have decreased the unemployment rate in Ch’garh

Raipur, Mar 22:

On passing of the
Appropriation Bill in the
House for state’s annual
budget for 2022-23 for Rs
1.12 lakh crore for FY
2022-23 with voice vote,
the budget session of the
Assembly concluded
here on Tuesday.

Replying to the debate
on state’s budget for 2022-
23, CM and Finance
Minister Bhupesh
Baghel said that the
state’s economy is in bet-
ter shape compared to
the state’s established
earlier. There has been
constant rise in the capi-
tal expenditure and even
the financial loss has
been reduced with good
financial management
and discipline. This year
there is situation of rev-
enue surplus in
Chhattisgarh. CM

Baghel further said that
due to Covid-19 pandem-
ic, there has been fall in
the state’s revenue, but
with better financial
management, the state is
also taking loan.

Right from 2012-13 the
state government has
taken lowest of loan this
year and which in the ex-
isting FY 2021-22 is just
Rs 1000 crore.

Baghel said that it is
the central government
which says that the state
government should take
loan against GST and on

this in 2019-20, the state
took loan of Rs 3109 crore
and in the year 2021-22, it
took loan of Rs 8071
crore. In this GST loan is
Rs 4965 crore and special
central assistance loan of
Rs 282 crore. Baghel in-
formed the House that in
the first quarter of 2021-
22, a loan of Rs 4000 cr
was taken and in the sec-
ond quarter the capital
expenditure was Rs 7629
cr and there was revenue
surplus of Rs 1103 cr.

In this way the finan-
cial loss was Rs 6591 cr
and which is just 1.65  of
the GSDP. CM said that
the state government
working on the concept
of benefit of common
men and for their wel-

fare, would definitely ful-
fill all schemes launched
for the poor, farmers,
tribals, women and
youth and adopting poli-
cy is lower expenditure
would make all possible
initiatives to lower non-
productive expenditure.

CM during discussions
on demands of members
of the House, made dec-
laration of formation of
new tehsil of Piparia and
Kunda in Kabirdhaam
district; of Bacharapoudi
and Balrampur in Koriya
disitrict; of Hasoud in
Janjgir-Champa district
and of Sargaon in
Mungeli district. Seeing
the problems being faced
by the journalists in
press accreditation card
rules, made amendments
into the same and al-
lowed for its validity for
period of two years from
the next FY.

State in revenue surplus due to better fin management: CM
 Appropriation bill of 

Rs 1.12 lakh cr passed
with voice vote
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RRaaiippuurr,,  MMaarr  2222::

Today in the Chhattisgarh
Vidhan Sabha, the demands for
grants of Rs 12681 crore 75
lakh 82 thousand for the
departments of Chief Minister
Mr Bhupesh Baghel were
passed by voice vote for the
financial year 2022-23. Out of
this amount, Rs 339 crore 68
lakh 81 thousand for General
Administration Department, Rs
429 crore 60 lakh 90 thousand
for other expenditure related
to General Administration
Department, Rs 7734 crore 24
lakh 25 thousand for expendi-
ture related to Finance
Department, Rs 208 crore 65
lakh for expenditure related to
district projects, Rs 2634 crore
17 lakh 38 thousand for expen-
diture related to energy
department, Rs 751 crore 70
lakh 42 thousand for expendi-
ture related to mineral
resources department, Rs 329
crore 87 lakh 10 thousand for
expenditure related to public
relations department, Rs 192
crore 32 lakh 68 thousand for
the Department of Electronics
and Information Technology
and Rs 61 crore 49 lakh 28
thousand has been allocated
for the Department of Aviation.

Replying to the discussion
held in the House, Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel said
that the state government is
functioning with these two
mottos of ‘Seva, Jatan,
Sarokar’ and ‘Gadbo Nava
Chhattisgarh’. While, we have
emphasized on providing relief
to the people at the earliest, on
the other hand we are taking
all possible measures to make
them partners in the develop-
ment of the state. 

The mineral resource is
being properly utilized for the
overall development of the
state.  Mineral revenue is
increasing progressively. He
said that the state government
received Rs 5,517 cr in the form
of mineral revenue in the finan-
cial year 2020-21.  In the finan-
cial year 2021-22 from April to
December, 2021, against the
target of Rs.7800 cr, revenue of
Rs.8200 cr has been achieved.
In this way, mineral revenue of
about Rs 11900 cr is expected
to be received by the end of the
financial year.

The Chief Minister said that
many tales of misuse of DMF
have resonated in this House.
We have taken serious steps
towards better utilization of
DMF. It is now being used for

the development of the people
and the area affected by the
mining operations. After com-
ing to our government, with
the contribution of DMF, reduc-
ing the malnutrition rate of the
districts, increasing the quality
of health, education, promot-
ing agriculture, processing,
employment and beneficiary
oriented works are being
approved on priority. In the
financial year 2021-22, from
April to December, 2021, an
amount of Rs 2 thousand 20
crore has been received as con-
tribution under DMF head. A
total amount of Rs 8 thousand
35 crore has been received

since 2015 as contribution from
DMF. Chief Minister Baghel
said that the State Government
has made Information
Technology a means of public
convenience and mass empow-
erment. 

In this sequence, an online
advance platform ‘Chief
Minister CG Camp Portal’ has
been developed for monitoring
the priority schemes of the
state government. Major flag-
ship schemes have been
included in this portal. Like,
Godhan Nyay Yojana,
Mukhyamantri Haat-Bazaar
Clinic Yojna, Chief Minister
Suposhan Abhiyan, CG E-

District, Chief Minister Urban
Slum Health Scheme, Narva-
Garuva-Ghuruva-Bari Yojana,
online monitoring is being
done through this portal. He
said that by fixing the account-
ability of government offices
and public servants, we have
enabled Lok Seva Kendras,
through which more than 25
lakh 21 thousand citizens have
been benefited from various
government services this year.
At present 132 services of vari-
ous departments are available
online. 

The Chief Minister said that
in the field of energy, we fol-
lowed efficient management
and proper discipline. This is
the reason that despite all the
obstacles like corona, coal cri-
sis, lockdown, we made
records of maximum produc-
tion, availability and supply.
When the state was formed,
the demand for electricity in
Chhattisgarh was only 1 thou-
sand 334 MW.  At the end of
2018, it reached 4 thousand
559 MW and today we have
touched the peak of 5 thousand
57 MW. He said that in terms of
transmission, we have brought
transmission loss close to 3 per
cent with efficient manage-
ment, which is less than the

target of 3.22 per cent set by
the regulatory commission.
Due to good arrangement, the
transmission system availabili-
ty was 99.79 percent, which is
a record. 

The Chief Minister said that
the State Government has
decided to restore the old pen-
sion which had been discontin-
ued, so that the officers and
employees will not have to
worry about old age as they
will receive pension.

Regarding the development
of aviation facilities in the
state, the Chief Minister said
that Jagdalpur and Bilaspur
airports have been developed
and licensed under the
Regional Connectivity Scheme
as 3C-VFR airports. Regular air
service is now operating from
Maa Danteshwari Airport,
Jagdalpur in Hyderabad-
Jagdalpur-Raipur sector and
from Bilasa Devi Kenwat
Airport, Bilaspur
(Chakarbhatha) in Delhi-
Jabalpur-Bilaspur-Prayagraj
sector.  Administrative
approval of Rs 43 crore 98 lakh
has been issued by the state
government for the develop-
ment of runway of Maa
Mahamaya Airport, Ambikapur
Darima. 

Major change in the lives of people in three years: CM
New doors of livelihood opened

Raipur, Mar 22: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
unveiled the statue of Dr.
Khubchand Baghel, the
first visionary of
Chhattisgarh state forma-
tion, at Balodabazar, the
district headquarters. His
seven feet high statue has
been installed in
Gauravpath. This idol is
made from ‘Ashtadhatu’.
During the unveiling of
the statue, Chief Minister
Baghel paid tribude by
garlanding the statue.
Appreciating the life-size
statue, he said that
through this statue, the

new generation of
Chhattisgarh would be fa-
miliar with the contribu-
tion of Dr. Khubchand
Baghel. He congratulated
the local public represen-
tatives and the entire team
of Municipal Council
Balodabazar for this. On
this occasion, Urban
Administration Minister
Dr. Shivkumar Dahria,
Municipal Council
President, Chittawar
Jaiswal and all the coropo-
rators, senior officials of
Kurmi society, many pub-
lic representatives and
dignitaries were present.

CM unveils the 
statue of Dr. Khubchand
Baghel in Balodabazar

Raipur, Mar 22: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
addressed the ‘Manjhis’
and the members belong-
ing to more than 50
‘Ghotuls’ of Bastar at the
Vidhan Sabha Auditorium
here today. The Ghotul
members invited Chief
Minister Mr. Baghel to the
‘Jhalmalko Layor Ghotul
Racha Utsav’ to be organ-
ized on April 8 at Amakda
in Antagarh. The Chief
Minister gladly accepted
the invitation saying that
Bastar’s unique and rich
culture is the identity of
Chhattisgarh. Bastar al-
ways had a distinct identi-
ty, be it Ghotul, Devgudi,
cockfight, or the world-fa-
mous ‘Dussehra’ festival.

They all have given Bastar,
recognition in the country
and abroad. Bastar has a
different identity due to its
diverse culture, dialects,
and food. ‘Ghotul’ has its
distinct identity in the
country and across the
globe due to its unique cul-
ture. ‘Ghotul’ is a cultural
education center where in-
formation about education,
health, culture is provided.
“When I went to
Narayanpur, approval was
given for the construction
of Ghotul there. All possi-
ble assistance will be pro-
vided by the state govern-
ment to preserve and pro-
mote ‘Ghotul’. The state
government is continuous-
ly working to promote the

rich culture of Bastar.
‘Devgudi’ is being con-
structed all over Bastar.
The existence of ‘Ghotul’ is
important to make youth
aware of our culture. I am
overwhelmed to see that
you have come here in tra-
ditional attires, the deeper

the roots, the greater the
fruits. We have to preserve
and promote our unique
culture, so we have also
fixed honorarium of
‘Sirha’, ‘Guniya’, ‘Baiga’,
and ‘Moria’ in this budget”,
said Chief Minister. Chief
Minister also praised the

handmade invitation letter
made using bamboo saying
that it looks very beautiful.
‘Ghotul’ members present-
ed ‘Raila’ dance on the re-
quest of Chief Minister.
Under the leadership of
State Planning
Commission member Mrs.
Kanti Nag, the Manjhi and
members of ‘Ghotul’ pre-
sented ‘Ghotul Racha’
made of bamboo craft to
the Chief Minister.

Industries Minister
Kawasi Lakhma, Advisor
to Chief Minister Rajesh
Tiwari, Chairman of
Bastar Area Tribal
Development Authority
Lakheshwar Baghel, and
MLA Anoop Nag were
present on this occasion.

‘Ghotuls’ are the center of education: CM
Where rich information regarding education, health, culture is provided

Janjgir, Mar 22: 

State Public Health
Engineering and Village
Industries Minister Guru
Rudra Kumar  inaugurat-
ed the three-day Satgwan
Satnam fair at village
Bhadra under Pamgarh
block of Janjgir-Champa
district. On this occasion,
Guru Rudra Kumar of-
fered his greetings and
best wishes to the people of
Sat Samaj by worshiping
the ‘Guru Gaddi’ built
under Jaitkham.

In his remarks, Guru
Rudra Kumar expressed
his happiness and thanked
the villagers for the warm
welcome received by the
people on his arrival at
Bhadra for the first time.
He announced 20 lakh ru-
pees from DMF head for

the basic facilities and de-
velopment of Bhadra
Dham in Bhadra Dham.
Minister Guru
Rudrakumar said that all-
round development of any
society can take place only
through unity. He called
upon the people of
Satnami society to stay
united because only or-

ganized society is power-
ful. He said that 60 % devo-
tees of Satnami Samaj and
40 percent other communi-
ties visit Giroudpuri fair
every year.

Similarly, people partici-
pate in the Satnam
Sandesh Yatra in about the
same proportion and par-
ticipate in making the

Yatra a success and get the
blessings of Baba Guru
Ghasidas ji. He called
upon the people of the so-
ciety and said that they
should make their person-
ality clean, beautiful and
spotless, only then life can
be successful and mean-
ingful.

On this occasion MLAs
Ramkumar Yadav, Mrs.
Mamta Devi Patle, Dr.
Amit Miri, Rajeshwar
Bhargava, Dasheram
Khande, Munnu Jangde,
Dinesh Sharma,
Raghavendra Pratap
Singh, Chhabilal Ratre,
Ram Vishwanath, Gorelal
Burman and Saroj
Sarathi, Mrs. Mamta Devi
Patle, Ram Vishwas
Sonkar and a large num-
ber of followers of Satnam
Panth were present.

All-round devp of any society only
possible through unity: Rudrakumar

PHE and Cottage Industries Minister inaugurates three-day Satgawan Satnam fair at Bhadra Dham
Raipur, Mar 22: 

The 10-day “Aakar”
traditional craftsman-
ship training camp by
the Department of
Culture concluded on
Monday. The camp was
organized from March
13 to March 21 at
Mahant Ghasidas
Memorial Museum
premises. This training
camp is being organized
by the department for
the last 21 years.

It is worth mention-
ing that Aakar- 2022 was
organized by the
Culture Department in
collaboration with
Aryabhatta Research
Institute for the preser-
vation, propagation,
awareness and interest
of traditional crafts and
various arts by the state
government. The camp

includes traditional
crafts and various arts
like bamboo craft,
Madhubani art, wood
art, painting, Rajwar
mural, tattoo art,
drama, dance, terracot-

ta, Japan paper cutting,
clay art, para art, glass
painting, dry flower
making, paddy jew-
ellery. Training was
given on subjects like
making and mural art

etc. After the training,
the art made by the
trainees was also dis-
played. The main objec-
tive of this event is to
preserve and expand
the traditional arts and
make the new genera-
tion aware of these arts,
so that art remains alive
forever.

A total of 139 trainees
of Raipur received
training in this 2022
training camp. Training
was given in 18 genres
in the camp. During
this, specially
Chhattisgarhi tradition-
al musical instruments
were also displayed and
performed. Extending
this event, along with
Raipur it will also be or-
ganized in four divi-
sions including Bastar,
Surguja, Bilaspur and
Durg.

Ten day ‘Aakar’ traditional 
craftsmanship training camp concludes

Raigarh (Talaipalli),Mar 22:
NTPC Talaipalli Coal
Mining Project celebrated
World Water Day on March
22 with various water con-
servation awareness activi-
ties. The programme start-
ed with NTPC Geet. On
this occasion, Surjya
Kanta Ray, Business Unit
Head of NTPC Talaipalli
Project, while addressing
all the officers and employ-
ees, emphasized the impor-
tance of water conserva-
tion. He mentioned that
NTPC Talaipalli accords
high priority to water con-
servation. With the initia-
tive of the United Nations,
World Water Day is cele-
brated every year on 22
March all over the world
since 1993. Its main pur-
pose is to explain the im-

portance of water conser-
vation. Water is our basic
resource. This year the
theme on World Water Day
was “Ground water, mak-
ing the invisible visible“.
In the program, all the offi-
cers, employees, associates,
and contract workers of
NTPC Talaipalli took the
oath of water conservation
Today. On this occasion,
various online competi-
tions like essay, painting

and quiz competition were
organized on the topic of
water conservation and
practice of water harvest-
ing was propagated
amongst the children in
local schools.

Utility and conservation
of recharge structure for
augmenting groundwater,
11 No’s of ground water
recharge borewells have
been made within mine
boundary Near village

Naya Rampur through
Centre for Ground Water
Recharge with financial
implication of Rs 20.52
Lakhs for Ground Water
Recharge to the tune of 1.83
Lakhs Cu M per year has
also been established by
NTPC Talaipalli. At the
end of the program tree
plantation was also done in
the newly constructed ad-
ministrative building of
NTPC Talaipalli. In the
said program, Mr. Surjya
Kanta Ray, Business Unit
Head, NTPC Talaipalli
project strongly encour-
aged everyone to plant
more trees and use water
judiciously. Head of depart-
ment, officers and employ-
ees, associate organiza-
tions and contract workers
were present at the event.

NTPC Talaipalli celebrates World Water Day
Raipur, Mar 22: District
Employment and Self-
Employment Guidance
Center, Raipur is organiz-
ing a placement camp on
23rd March in Old Police
Headquarters with the ob-
jective of providing em-
ployment opportunities to
the local educated unem-
ployed youth in the private
sector. Private Sector
Employer Bluechips Jobs
Pvt Ltd Raipur, will re-
cruit various posts includ-
ing MIS Executive,
Relationship Manager
(Sales), Supervisor, Cook,
Baby Care, Electrician,
Driver and maid for do-
mestic work while
Huntsmen & Borons, Pune
(Maharashtra) will recruit

on posts in Axis &
Indusland Bank. The
above mentioned employ-
ers will recruit 257 posts
from 8th to graduate pass
applicants at the rate of
pay scale of Rs 8 thousand
to Rs 20 thousand per
month. The qualifications
have been fixed by the em-
ployers according to the
post.

Deputy Director of
District Employment
Raipur said that eligible
and interested applicants
can attend the interview
process by appearing on
the scheduled date and
place. He has urged the ap-
plicants to attend the
placement camp following
social distancing.

Placement camp to 
be organized on Mar 23 

RRaaiippuurr,,  MMaarr  2222:: 8th Federation
Cup National Thai Boxing
Championship is scheduled
from March 25-27 in
Mahabaleshwar (Maharashtra).
State team will be represented
by Vaibhai Dama, Shivang
Dama ( both from Shri Gujarati
English Medium) and school
coach Tikeshwari Sahu will also
form part of the team. Shri
Gujarati Shikshan Sangh(GSS)
as a noble gesture handed over
Rs 9,000 to the players and
coach representing the state

team. The assistance was given
by Ashok Bhai Patel, Secretary
of GSS. The selected members
will leave for Mahabaleshwar
on March 23. After handing over
assistance amount Secretary
wished for the better perform-
ance of players. On this occa-
sion SGEMS Principal V K
Mishra, Hindi Medium Principal
Anis Memon, GSS Registrar
Ashok Jachak and future
Principal of Shri Gujarati
English Medium School Dr
Shailesh Sharma.

GSS offers financial 
assistance to budding players

KKoonnttaa,,  MMaarr  2222::  Huge resent-
ment was witnessed by the
members of Sarva Adivasi
Samaj (SAS) against the
Collector and DMC of Sukma
district here on Tuesday. A few
days ago, people of the tribal
society had reached Sukma
district to meet Sukma
Collector Vineet Nandanwar,
but the Collector refused to
meet them.  This led to lot of
resentment among SAS mem-
bers and so they gheraoed the
Collector’s office in large num-
ber today.  The tribal communi-
ty of SAS had opened front
against the administration in
support of their 14-point
demands.  It was through mas-
sive rally they gheraoed the
Collector Collector Vineet
Nandanwar and DMC Shyam
Sunder Singh (Bablu Chauhan
and are adamant to remove

him raising slogans of protest.
Members of SAS said that it is
unfortunate that the rights
given to tribals are being vio-
lated indiscriminately under
the protection of the Chief
Minister.  For the first time in
the history of Chhattisgarh, in
the name of officers like
Sukma Collector and DMC,
tribal community seems to be
agitated, angry and eager to
protest.  Now it remains to be
seen as to what action the gov-

ernment will be taking against
such corrupt officials. In the
state of Chhattisgarh, where
Sukma district administration
claims that many development
works have been done for the
tribals in the rural areas and
they have also been given the
benefits of many schemes of
the state government.  But
today SAS members came out
openly against the Collector
outside his office and raised
slogans in protest.

Members of SAS gherao Collector’s office 



Central Chronicle News

Fingeshwar, Mar 22: In
the Congress party's Digital
Membership campaign, the
DCC District President
Bhavsingh Sahu appointed
members of Gram Teka. As
per instructions from CM
Bhupesh Baghel and the or-
ganisation and under guid-
ance of MLA Amitesh
Shukla, the membership
campaign in the region is in
full swing. On this occasion
DCC District President
Bhavsingh Sahu said that it
is due to pro-people
schemes and work of CM
Bhupesh Baghel's govern-
ment that people are getting
associated with Congress in
large number. At the same
time they are also influ-
enced by the works of MLA
Amitesh Shukla in his
Vidhan Sabha area. On this
occasion Gauthan
President Makhan Lal
Sahu, Radhika Sahu,
Chuneshwar Sahu,
Dhaneshwari Sahu, Lalita

Dhritlahare, Surekha Sahu,
Hembai Sahu, Manikpuri,
Mukti Sahu, Triveni Sahu,
Rajobai Sahu, Mangleen
Dhritlahare and others
were present.

DCC District President
appoints new members

Central Chronicle News

Rajim, Mar 22: A big
crowd was witnessed here
in the famous Rajiv Lochan
temple, to play holi, and dis-
play the colour of festivi-
ties, after a decline in
COVID 19 cases. People
freely celebrated Holi festi-
val by applying gulal on
each other, and the festive
revelry was seen since
morning as the revered
deity Rajiv Lochan attired
in apparel of pearls and
motifs, in baal awatar
`came out of the sanctum
before 6:00 o'clock.

People decked in fineries
of Radha and Krishna,
danced in the tune of
Phaag Geet.This supernat-
ural sight enthralled every-
one and the whole complex
reverberated with the Jai
Kara of Lord Rajeev
Lochan. It is worth men-
tioning that every devotee

who comes to the temple
first should go to the temple
of Lord Rajeev Lochan and
apply Gulal to the deity.

The entire temple prem-
ises were colored in differ-
ent hues of holi, along with
thousands of devotes, who
had come from far and near
to celebrate the festival.On
this occasion, Rajim MLA
Amitesh Shukla reached
with his convoy and was ac-
companied by District

Congress President Bhav
Singh Sahu, Vikastiwari,
Girish Rajani, Ramkumar
Sahu, etc.

On the other hand, for-
mer MP of Mahasamund
Lok Sabha constituency
and National Vice
President of Backward
Classes Front, Chandulal
Sahu, former MLA Santosh
Upadhyay all reached the
temple premises with their
supporters and had dar-

shan of Lord Rajiv Lochan
and met the general public
and greeted them Holi.
Shiv Singh Thakur, the
server of the temple,
Shravan Singh Thakur,
Chandrabhan Singh
Thakur, Rajendra Manu,
Mahendra Singh Thakur,
temple trust manager
Purushottam Mishra etc.
and others were engaged in
the arrangement.

It has to be told here that
the way Lathmar Holi of
Barsana is famous. In the
same way as the colors of
Vrindavan, playing Holi
with Rajeev Lochan
Bhagwan in Rajim has its
own distinct enthusiasm.
Meanwhile a day prior
Hoilka Dahan was done in
Mahamaya temple,
Bhuteshwar Nath
,Vishwakarma temple,
Kuleshwar Mahadev tem-
ple and in all the major
squares and interjections.

Central Chronicle News

Fingeshwar, Mar 22:
Cycle distribution pro-
gram was organized here
for female students of
grade ninth and tenth
under Saraswati Cycle
Scheme, here in
Government Higher
Secondary School,
Parsadakala.

The program was
presided over by Principal
NS Thakur, Chief Guest
Mohan Nishad, members
of school management
team, special guest
N e m i c h a n d
D e w a n g a n , J a n p a d
Member, Sarpanch Kanti
Nishad, Khuman Sahu
and others.

Special Guest

Nemichand Dewangan, in
his address said that in
order to empower the girl
child and aid to make trav-
eling easy, the scheme has
been started by the gov-
ernment. A total of 46 stu-
dents were given the cycle.
Also present were Narad
Sahu, Yuvraj Sahu, Aarati
Kosre, teachers and stu-
dents.

Guests take part 
in ‘Fagun Utsav’

Central Chronicle News

Khairagarh, Mar 22: On
occasion of 'Fagun month' a
'Fagun Utsav' and tableau
was organised and in this
District Panchayat 'sabhap-
ati' Ghamman Sahu was
present as the chief guest.
In the programme organ-
ised in Gram Reewaghaan,
Boirdih, Allaha, Navagaon,

Shikaritola and Takam.
District Panchayat
'Sabhapati' Ghamman Sahu,
Bisesar Sahu, Balmukund
Verma, Gorelal Verma took
part in this and extended
greetings to villagers on oc-
casion of Holi. They made
an appeal to the people to re-
move all bad qualities in
them and bring a change of
good over evil as it is done

during 'Holika Dahan' and
be a source of motivation to
other. On this occasion
Yuwa Morcha President
Bhuwan Verma,
Trilokchand Jain, Jitendra
Verma, Gulab Verma,
Tikendra Verma, Subhash
Verma, Mukesh Verma, Dr
Sanjay Verma, Deepak
Sahu, Thanu Sahu and oth-
ers were present.

Stray cattle on roads bring 
reality of govt schemes!

Central Chronicle News

Dongargaon, Mar 22:
The herd of stray cattle on
state highway to main
roads, lane & by-lanes in
city is there in the region
right from morning till
evening and in the villages
near the city, the stray cat-
tle pose lots of problems in
movement of traffic and
bring out into open the out-
come of schemes launched
by the government to keep
cattle in 'Gouthan' and in
preparing 'Gaushalas or
sewa kendra' in respective
areas.

The state government al-
ways makes tall claims
about opening of
'Gauthans' and 'Gau-sewa
kendra' in the state and to

which the movement of
stray cattle out in the open
shows real picture to all.

At times due to stray cat-
tle on roads, there are
chances of accidents and
which is high in urban
areas, as in order to save
these stray cattle, one gen-
erally falls prey to acci-
dent. At times these cattle
suddenly start running or
may cause huge dent in car
or injury to those on two-
wheeler.

No campaign 
launched in city:

The urban administra-
tion in the city has not for-

mulated any concrete
plans to catch stray cattle
moving around in the
roads and other parts of
city and take then to 'Kanji
House' for their safety.
Since the Nagar Panchayat
is having the facility of
cow-catcher, but with lack
of action, the animal own-
ers are least bothered. On
the other hand, the admin-
istration is not installing
radium strip either in the
neck or in the body of the
cattle, so that they are easi-
ly visible during night
hours and can save lives of
many driving two or four-

wheelers and in such cases
accident to a great extent
can be avoided. But in the
roads of Dongargaon,
there is always herd of
stray cattle found sitting or
moving on the road and
pose big threat to lives of
vehicle riders.
No 'Gouthans' or 'Kanji

House' in city:
In a city with population

of 20000, neither there is
any 'Gouthan' or 'Kanji
House' made to house stray
cattle. It is notable here
that the public reps elected
by the denizens of city too
face the same problems of

stray cattle nuisance, but
despite seeing it with their
eyes, they have never both-
ered to find amicable solu-
tion to it till date.
Where are 'Gausewaks?

There is team of 'Gau
Sewaks' operating in the
city, but they do not seem
to be serious about this
problem. The passer-by as
such are facing accidents
due to stray cattle sitting
on the roads and set aside
this it also poses problems
of injury to innocent cattle
and other animals and
about which nobody is
bothered.

Under party’s 
Digital membership
campaign

Always posed 
threat of accident 
to vehicle riders 
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What officer says:
"The work of 'Kanji House'

in city has still not being com-
pleted and with no 'gauthan', it
is only possible to remove stray
cattle using 'cow-catcher' ".

--  RRaammbbaahhoorraann  TTiiwwaarrii
CCMMOO  NNaaggaarr  PPaanncchhaayyaatt

DDoonnggaarrggaaoonn..

District Panchayat ;Sabhapati’ was chief guest

Cycle distribution 
ceremony organised 

Crowd throng Rajiv Lochan temple to play HoliYouth commits
suicide hanging

himself
Khairagarh, Mar 22: A
22-year old youth of Gram
Bafara committed suicide
by hanging himself. One
Minesh alias Madhav S/o
Shiv Kumar Yadav (22),
hanged himself from ceil-
ing of fan on March 20 in
his room. It is learnt that
his mother and father
used to work in a brick-
kiln and after celebrating
Holi, they had left for
work after coming back. It
was on Sunday, the youth
created a knot and
hanged himself from a
hook in the room for rea-
sons not known.

On getting information
the Police took out body
of youth from the hook
and sent the body for post-
mortem and after which
it was handed over his
family. The doctors say
that it is only after receiv-
ing of the post-mortem re-
port, the exact reason be-
hind murder would be
known. Presently the
Police has filed a case and
taken the matter under
investigation.



PROTEST RALLY

TMC activists participate in a protest rally against the central government over rising prices of LPG, fuel and other
essential commodities, in Kolkata, Tuesday.
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BRIEF

Rhino population
 Guwahati: The pop-

ulation of one-
horned rhinoceros
has increased by 24
over the last four
years in Assam’s
Orang National Park,
a forest official said.
The rhino count now
stands at 125 after the
two-day census in the
park which conclud-
ed on Monday, the of-
ficial said.

Chinese nationals
 Nainital: The

Uttarakhand High
Court has sought a
reply from the state
government on a peti-
tion filed by four
Chinese nationals,
seeking the court’s
permission to return
to their homeland.
Arrested by the
Mumbai police on
charges of smuggling
gold in 2018, they were
subsequently granted
bail by the Bombay
High Court on the con-
dition that they would
report to a local police
station on a weekly
basis.

HC nod 
 Kolkata: Pro-BJP

lawyers will file a peti-
tion before the
Calcutta High Court
on Wednesday seeking
a judicial enquiry and
a CBI probe into the
death of eight people
near Rampurhat in
West Bengal’s
Birbhum district.
Advocate Tarun Jyoti
Tiwari on Tuesday
said that he and nine
others, who belong to
the BJP Lawyers’ Cell,
mentioned the inci-
dent before the divi-
sion bench of Chief
Justice Prakash
Shrivastava and
Justice R Bharadwaj
and sought leave to
file the petition.

‘Water scarce’ 
 Jhabua: The tribal-

dominated Jhabua dis-
trict of Madhya
Pradesh, bordering
Gujarat, has been de-
clared as ‘water scarce’,
leading to a ban on dig-
ging of tube-wells and
irrigation without
prior permission, an of-
ficial said on Tuesday.
In an order issued dur-
ing the day, the district
administration de-
clared Jhabua as water
scarce under MP Peya-
Jal Parirakshan
Adhiniyam,
an official said.

Vote on Account
 Puducherry:

Puducherry Assembly
Speaker R Selvam on
Tuesday said the
House would be con-
vened here on March
30 to adopt an interim
vote-on-account to allo-
cate funds for the first
few months of 2022-
2023. He said the
Assembly session
would begin at 9.30 am
on March 30 and Chief
Minister N Rangasamy,
who is holding the
Finance portfolio,
would table the vote-on-
account Bill on the day
proposing to earmark
funds for the upcoming
financial year.

Mumbai, Mar 22 (PTI):

The Bombay High Court
on Tuesday said the strik-
ing Maharashtra State
Road Transport
Corporation (MSRTC)
workers committing sui-
cide was not a solution to
their problems and ad-
vised agitating employees
to resume work pending a
decision by the
Maharashtra government
on their demands.

A division bench ex-
tended the time given to
the state government to
place a report - prepared
by a three-member com-
mittee that looked into the
demands of the workers
who are agitating for more
than four months now - be-
fore the cabinet for ap-
proval.

The bench of Chief
Justice Dipankar Datta
and Justice M S Karnik di-
rected the government to
file its affidavit by April 1
and posted the matter for
further hearing on April 5.

The court also directed
the government to expedi-
tiously decide on around
350 applications for com-
pensation filed by the fam-
ily members of MSRTC
workers who died due to
coronavirus.

The bench was hearing
a petition filed by MSRTC
seeking contempt action
against its workers for
continuing their strike de-
spite orders from the court
to call off the agitation.

Thousands of MSRTC
workers are on a strike
since November 2021 de-
manding that they be
treated on par with state
government employees.

On Tuesday, govern-
ment counsel S C Naidu
sought 15 days time for a
final decision to be taken
on the demands of the
workers, who, among
other things, are seeking
merger of the loss-making
MSRTC with the state gov-
ernment.

“We have progressed a
lot. I assure this court that

in 15 days the final deci-
sion/approval would be
taken,” Naidu said. To
this, advocate Gunaratan
Sadavarte, appearing for
some of the striking work-
ers, said till date 107 such
staffers have committed
suicide. He further
claimed thousands of
transport corporation
workers are agitating at
the Azad Maidan ground
in south Mumbai in sup-
port of their demands.

At this, the bench noted
that committing suicide
was not a solution to any
problem.

“Instead of creating a
situation where workers
are compelled to commit
suicide, why don’t you
(Sadavarte) get the work-
ers to resume work pend-
ing decision (on demands)
from the state,” Chief
Justice Datta said.

The HC said Sadavarte
should advise the workers
that committing suicide
wouldn’t solve their prob-
lems.

Striking MSRTC workers
should resume work: HC

Miss Universe 2021 Harnaaz
Kaur Sandhu attends a 

homecoming party, 
celebrating her victory, in

Mumbai.

Erode (TN), Mar 22 (PTI):

The Tamil Nadu unit of
the CPI on Tuesday de-
manded immediate with-
drawal of the hike in
prices of petroleum prod-
ucts and cooking gas, say-
ing it will affect the peo-
ple.

Noting that the rise in
prices of petrol, diesel
and LPG cylinder by the
Centre would hit the poor
and the middle class peo-
ple, CPI Tamil Nadu unit
secretary R Mutharasan
said it would result in the
prices of other products
going up.

“The sudden hike in
prices of petrol, diesel
and LPG cylinders will af-
fect the people, especially
the poor and middle-class.

It will indirectly result in
the increase of prices of
other products,”
Mutharasan told re-
porters here while de-
manding withdrawal of
the price increase.

Petrol and diesel prices
were on Tuesday hiked by
80 paise a litre while do-
mestic cooking gas prices
were increased by Rs 50
per cylinder, ending an
over four-and-half month
election-related hiatus in
rate revision.

He said there were prac-
tical difficulties in imple-
menting total prohibition
and hoped that the state
government would be able
to do so in future.

“The CPI is for total
prohibition in Tamil
Nadu and it was also sup-

ported by the DMK. But
we know the practical dif-
ficulties of implementing
it...but hope it would be
implemented in the state
in future,” he added.

The CPI leader also
urged the Centre to drop
the idea of privatising
public sector undertak-
ings including the LIC.

The trade unions of
various parties would or-
ganise a stir at the nation-
al level on March 28 and
29 to press the Centre to
drop such plans, he said,
adding that trade unions
affiliated to the CPI would
participate in it.

The CPI’s Tamil Nadu
unit will conduct a state-
level conference at
Tiruppur from 4 to 7
August.

CPI urges immediate 
withdrawal of fuel price hike

Kochi, Mar 22 (PTI):

The Kerala High Court
on Tuesday reserved its
verdict on a plea seeking
CBI probe into the killing
of an RSS worker who
was hacked to death in
November last year in
Palakkad district of the
state.

After arguments from
all sides concluded,
Justice K Haripal re-
served judgement in the
matter.

The court had earlier
opined that there were
some aspects of the case
which require an investi-
gation by CBI.

The plea was moved by
the slain RSS worker’s
wife seeking handing over
of the case to CBI. The
state had opposed the plea

saying it has arrested all
the accused and that if
any new agency comes in,
it will have to carry out
the entire process again
which would delay filing
of the final report and in
the meanwhile, the ac-
cused might get out on
bail.

A Sanjith (27) was
hacked to death on
November 15 last year
while he was taking his
wife to her workplace.

Police later arrested
several persons, including
an officer-bearer of the
Popular Front of India
(PFI), in the case.

It had said that the ar-
rested PFI office-bearer
was directly involved in
the killing of Sanjith who
was hacked to death in
front of his wife.

Kerala HC reserves 
order on plea seeking CBI probe

into killing of RSS worker

Mumbai, Mar 22 (PTI):

The Bombay High
Court on Tuesday directed
the Maharashtra govern-
ment to produce all files
and data relied upon by
the state executive com-
mittee while deciding to
not permit unvaccinated
persons to travel in local
trains in view of the
COVID-19 pandemic.

A division bench of
Chief Justice Dipankar
Datta and Justice M S
Karnik was hearing a pub-
lic interest litigation (PIL)
that challenges the state
government’s decision to
continue insisting that one
must have received both
doses of the COVID-19 vac-

cine to travel in local
trains and use other
modes of public transport
in the city.

The bench also sought to
know on what basis the
government has said in its
affidavit, filed in reply to
the petition, that an unvac-
cinated person is more at
risk of being infected with
COVID-19 and, hence,
more prone to spread the
virus than a vaccinated
person. “How can the state
government say this? On
what basis is this state-
ment made? Vaccinated
persons can also be affect-
ed by the virus,” Chief
Justice Datta said. “Show
us the files and data relied
upon by the state execu-

tive committee before tak-
ing this decision (to not
allow unvaccinated per-
sons in local trains)” the
court added.

In reply to this, the state
government’s counsel S U
Kamdar said vaccinated
persons get infected but
face milder symptoms.
Kamdar said he was will-
ing to produce and submit
to the court all the data
and files.

The court, while posting
the matter for further
hearing on Wednesday
said it was only ascertain-
ing if the law was followed
while taking this decision.

The PIL, filed by one
Firoze Mithiborwala
through advocate Nilesh

Ojha, challenges a circular
dated March 1, 2022 that
was issued by the
Maharashtra government
to list out the standard op-
erating procedures and
safety measures for citi-
zens in view of the COVID-
19 pandemic.

The restriction on pub-
lic transport, including
local trains, for the unvac-
cinated was included in
this circular.

Mithiborwala said in
his PIL that such restric-
tion was arbitrary and un-
constitutional.

He said this restriction
was an “indirect attempt”
on the state government’s
part to make vaccination
compulsory.

HC tells Maha govt

‘Produce files, data relied upon to 
bar unvaccinated persons from local trains’

Srinagar, Mar 22 (PTI):

A constable was killed
in a brief shoot-out be-
tween police and terrorists
in the Soura area of
Srinagar on Tuesday, offi-
cials said.

The terrorists fired on
Constable Amir Hussain
Lone of Kupwara at
Balochipora in the Soura
area during a cordon-and-
search operation around
2.30 pm, they said.

Hussain sustained criti-
cal bullet injuries and was
rushed to a hospital,
where he died, a police of-
ficial said.

The area has been cor-
doned off, and the search
is going on, the official
said. “In a brief #shootout

at #Soura area of
#Srinagar City, SgCT
Amir Hussain Lone R/O
Kupwara got injured & at-
tained #martyrdom. We

pay rich #tributes to the
#martyr & stand by his
family at this critical junc-
ture,” the Kashmir Zone
Police said in a tweet.

Constable killed 
in gunfight with terrorists 

A security personnel enquires people during a search
operation after a shootout with militants in the Soura area
of Srinagar, Tuesday.

AAhhmmeeddaabbaadd,,  MMaarr  2222  ((PPTTII))::

Indian Naval Ship (INS)
‘Valsura’ will be awarded the
prestigious ‘President’s
Colour’ by President Ram
Nath Kovind at a ceremony to
be held at Jamnagar in
Gujarat on March 25, an offi-
cial release said on Tuesday.

The President’s Colour is
bestowed on any military unit,
in recognition of exceptional
service rendered to the
nation, both in peace and in
war.

INS Valsura is a premier
training establishment of the
Indian Navy.

On the occasion, a ceremo-
nial parade with 150-men
‘Guard of Honour’ will be pre-
sented to the President, the
supreme commander of the
armed forces, stated the
release. Established in 1942,
INS Valsura is entrusted with

the responsibility of imparting
training to officers and sailors
of the Indian Navy, Coast
Guard and Friendly Foreign
countries in electrical, elec-
tronics, weapon systems and
Information Technology.

INS Valsura has distin-
guished itself with notable
and gallant service to the
nation over nearly 80 years.
The ceremonial parade will be
followed by the release of a
special cover by the President
in the presence of other dis-
tinguished guests, the release
said.

Gujarat Governor Acharya
Devvrat, Chief of the Naval
Staff Admiral R Hari Kumar,
Vice Admiral MA Hampiholi,
Flag Officer Commanding-in-
Chief, Southern Naval
Command along with other
senior civil and military digni-
taries will attend the ceremo-
ny.

Prez Kovind to award ‘President’s
Colour’ to INS Valsura 

Pune, Mar 22 (PTI):

Pune’s iconic Aga
Khan Palace, where
Mahatma Gandhi was
kept as a prisoner during
the country’s freedom
struggle, is facing acute
water scarcity since last
month as the city civic
body has disconnected its
supply due to non-pay-
ment of dues worth over
Rs 1.70 crore.

An official of the
Archaeological Survey of
India, which manages the
monument here in
Maharashtra, on Tuesday
said they have requested
the Pune Municipal
Corporation (PMC) to pro-
vide a new water connec-
tion in the ASI’s name so
that visitors are not in-

convenienced. On week-
days, the monument at-
tracts 700 to 800 visitors,
and on weekends, the
number goes up to 1,200,
Gajanan Mandaware, the
ASI’s conservation assis-
tant at the palace, told
PTI. After the launch of
the ‘Quit India’ move-
ment, Mahatma Gandhi,
his wife Kasturba Gandhi
and his secretary
Mahadev Desai were kept
in detention at the Aga
Khan Palace, which was
built by Sultan
Muhammed Shah Aga
Khan III in 1892.

Desai and Kasturba
Gandhi died in detention
and their ‘samadhis’ are
located in the premises.

The palace is one of the
17 heritage sites picked up

for ‘Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav’ an initiative of
the Centre to commemo-
rate 75 years of India’s in-
dependence.

According to PMC
water supply depart-
ment’s chief engineer
Aniruddha Pawaskar, a
three-inch water pipe con-
nection for the palace gar-
den was disconnected on
February 5 due to an un-
paid water bill amounting
to Rs 1.72 crore.

Mandaware said the
garden, spread across six
acres, is largely affected
due to the water scarcity
and visitors are also fac-
ing hardship.

The water connection
which was disconnected
was in the name of super-
intendent, parks and gar-

den, Mahatma Gandhi
Memorial. “According to
the PMC, there is an
water bill unpaid for the
last 30 years. The bill sud-
denly popped up this year
and the connection was
disconnected,” he said.

Mandaware said they
have written a letter to the
PMC to provide them a
new water connection in
the ASI’s name, so that
visitors do not face any in-
convenience.

The issue pertaining to
the present unpaid bill
will also be handled at a
higher level, he said.

The ASI official said
they are also looking into
making the old borewells
functional to water the
garden and trees in the
premises.

Water supply to iconic Aga Khan Palace cut by
Pune civic body over non-payment of dues PPaattnnaa,,  MMaarr  2222  ((PPTTII))::

Amid celebrations lined up
at the historic Gandhi Maidan
here to mark the 110th birth
anniversary of modern Bihar
on Tuesday, scholars, conser-
vation architects and others
highlighted the plight faced by
the built heritage of Patna and
other cities in the state, and
appealed to the authorities to
choose “preservation and not
demolition” for holistic devel-
opment.

From Dutch-era Patna
Collectorate, marked for dem-
olition since 2016, to Patna
Medical College and Hospital
(erstwhile Prince of Wales
Medical College), Bihar &
Orissa’s first medical college
set up in 1925, several old
buildings of which have
already been razed as part of a
redevelopment project, her-
itage lovers underlined the

“vulnerability of architectural
fabric” of the capital city in
the face of rapid urban expan-
sion.

As stage was all set here for
three-day celebrations to
commemorate the statehood
day of Bihar, artists in Patna
were busy giving finishing
touches to mock-up models of
various monuments and her-
itage sites of Bihar, including,
‘Golghar’, ‘Mahabodhi
Temple’, Sher Shah Suri
Tomb’, Sun Temple, Deo’ and
‘Jal Mandir, Pawapuri’ at the
Gandhi Maidan, the main
venue of the festivities, where
several cultural programmes
would also be hosted.

As images of these models
were published in press and
shared on social media, many
city residents were upset over
the “poor quality of crafts-
manship” in depicting these
sites which are “pride of

Bihar”. Patna-based conserva-
tion architect Diptanshu
Sinha, 25, said, Bihar Diwas
should also be an occasion
every year to “pause, ponder
and reflect” on the “state of
built heritage in capital Patna
and elsewhere in Bihar”.

“These anniversary celebra-
tions, year after year, talk so
loudly about Bihar and its her-
itage and history spanning
thousands of years, and of
Patna as the land of
Pataliputra. 

But, how much of
Pataliputra have we been able
to preserve? How much of
modern Patna, we have been
able to protect from the
onslaught of insensitive devel-
opment? On Bihar’s birthday,
we must also ask ourselves,
what have we done to protect
our heritage, that will be a
meaningful celebration,” he
said.

Bihar Diwas: Scholars, conservation 
architects highlight plight of heritage buildings



UUnniitteedd  NNaattiioonnss,,  MMaarr  2222  ((AAPP))::
France and Mexico are press-
ing UN members to mention
Russia’s invasion in a resolu-
tion on the worsening humani-
tarian situation in Ukraine. But
South Africa is arguing against
that approach, saying that
inserting political issues may
block consensus on helping
civilians. A French-Mexican
draft resolution expected to be
considered this week by the
193-nation UN General
Assembly reiterates the world
body’s March 2 demand for
Russia to stop its military
offensive in Ukraine and with-

draw all its troops. It also
demands the protection of all
civilians and infrastructure
indispensable to their survival.
The draft, obtained Monday by
The Associated Press, says the
dire humanitarian conse-
quences of Russia’s aggression
in Ukraine are on a scale that
the international community
has not seen in Europe in
decades. 

It deplores Russia’s shelling,
airstrikes and besiegement of
densely populated cities, par-
ticularly the southern city of
Mariupol. A rival South African
draft resolution circulated

later Monday and also
obtained by AP makes no men-
tion of Russia. Instead, it calls
for an immediate cessation of
hostilities as a first step in
ameliorating the humanitarian
situation, refers to all parties,
and encourages political dia-
logue, negotiations, mediation
and other peaceful means
aimed at achieving lasting
peace .
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CORONA PROTECTION

Security guards wearing protective suits to help protect from the coronavirus
prepare to transfer the goods to a barricaded residential area that was locked down
for health monitoring following the COVID-19 case detected in the area, Tuesday,
March 22,  in Beijing, China. 

CHERRY BLOSSOM TREES IN FULL BLOOM

A couple embrace and kisses under the Cherry Blossom trees at sunset, as the trees
reach their peek bloom in Washington. 

BRIEF
Wildfires 
extinguished

Lviv: Ukraine’s natu-
ral resources minister
says wildfires have
been extinguished in
the area of the
Chernobyl nuclear
power plant, which is
under the control of
Russian forces. The
fires have raised con-
cern about the possi-
ble release of radia-
tion from the plant,
where a 1986 explo-
sion and fire sent ra-
dioactive emissions
across large parts of
Europe. But Natural
Resources Minister
Ruslan Strelets said
Tuesday that radia-
tion levels in the area
are within the norms.

Russian troops
forced out 

Kyiv: The Ukrainian
army said it forced
Russian troops out of
Makariv, a strategical-
ly important Kyiv sub-
urb, after a fierce bat-
tle. That prevents
Russian forces from
encircling the capital
from the northwest,
the Defence Ministry
said. Russian forces
shelled along a hu-
manitarian corridor
on Monday, wounding
four children who
were among the civil-
ians being evacuated,
Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy
said in his nighttime
video address to the
nation.

Peace 
treaty talks 

Tokyo: Japan de-
nounced Russia on
Tuesday over its deci-
sion to discontinue
peace treaty talks
over the disputed
Kuril islands and
withdraw from joint
economic projects in
retaliation for Tokyo’s
sanctions over
Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine. The two
countries never
signed a peace treaty
formally ending
World War II hostili-
ties because of their
dispute over the
Russian-held islands
north of Hokkaido,
which Moscow took at
the end of the war.
The latest situation
has been all caused by
Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine, Chief
Cabinet Secretary
Hirokazu Matsuno
told reporters
Tuesday.

Islamabad, Mar 22 (PTI):
Pakistan’s Foreign
Minister Shah Mahmood
Qureshi and his Chinese
counterpart Wang Yi dis-
cussed ways to further
strengthen the “iron-clad
friendship” between the
two countries as the two
sides signed five agree-
ments to deepen their bi-
lateral cooperation in vari-
ous fields, the Foreign
Office said on Tuesday.

The agreements were
inked in Islamabad on
Monday after the meeting
between Qureshi and
Chinese State Councilor
and Foreign Minister

Wang. Wang is in
Islamabad to attend the
48th session of the
Organisation of Islamic
Cooperation Council of
Foreign Ministers (OIC-
CFM) as a special guest at
the invitation of Qureshi.

Qureshi and Wang reaf-
firmed the resolve to sus-
tain and build upon the
current momentum of bi-
lateral relations, the
Foreign Office said in a
statement.

The two ministers ex-
changed views on bilateral
strategic, economic and se-
curity cooperation,
COVID-19 pandemic, ongo-

ing situation in Ukraine
and regional and interna-
tional issues of mutual in-
terest. Ways to further
strengthen the iron-clad
friendship between the
two countries were dis-
cussed, the statement said.
Five agreements were
signed after the meeting, it
said. The first agreement
was signed between the
Ministry of Education of
China and the Higher
Education Commission of
Pakistan on “Mutual
Recognition of Higher
Education Certificates and
Degrees . The two sides
also signed a

Memorandum of
Understanding between
China International
Development Cooperation
Agency and Pakistan
Ministry of Economic
Affairs on the Project of
China-Pakistan Joint
Research Centre (CPJRC)
on Earth Sciences .

Three separate Letter of
Exchange (LOE) for agri-
cultural equipment and
materials; for joint agri-
cultural technology labo-
ratory equipment and ma-
terials; and for agricultur-
al demonstration station
equipment and materials
were also inked.

Pak, China sign agreements to further
strengthen ‘iron-clad friendship’

Dhaka, Mar 22 (AP):

Rohingya refugees in
Bangladesh have wel-
comed the announcement
by the United States that it
considers the violent re-
pression of their largely
Muslim ethnic group in
Myanmar a genocide.

As news of the an-
nouncement by US
Secretary of State Antony
Blinken spread across the
sprawling camps in Cox’s
Bazar district that are now
home to about 1 million
Rohingya, many residents
expressed their enthusi-
asm. We are very happy on
the declaration of the
genocide; many many
thanks, said 60-year-old
Sala Uddin, who lives at
Kutupalong camp. It has

been 60 years starting from
1962 that the Myanmar
government has been tor-
turing us and many other
communities including
Rohingya, he said on
Monday. I think a path to
take action by the interna-
tional community against
Myanmar has opened up
because of the declaration.
The US made the determi-

nation Monday to call the
repression a genocide
based on confirmed ac-
counts of mass atrocities
on civilians by Myanmar’s
military in a widespread
and systematic campaign
against the Rohingya,
Blinken said in a speech at
the US Holocaust
Memorial Museum. Imtiaz
Ahmed, director of the

Centre for Genocide
Studies at the University of
Dhaka, said the declara-
tion was a positive step”,
but it would be important
to see what actions and
concrete steps follow.

Just by saying that geno-
cide had been committed
in Myanmar against the
Rohingya is not good
enough. I think we need to
see what would follow
from that statement,
Ahmed said. He said it was
too early to say how the
new development would
ensure the recognition of
the Rohingya refugees,
who have long been denied
citizenship in Myanmar,
and the fundamental ques-
tions remained how and
when they would go back
to Myanmar.

Rohingya refugees welcome US calling repression genocide

Washington, Mar 22 (PTI):

India is a bit shaky in
terms of showing support
against the Russian inva-
sion of Ukraine, US
President Joe Biden has
said, asserting that most of
the friends and allies of
America have presented a
united front in terms of
dealing with Vladimir
Putin’s “aggression”. On
February 24, Russian
forces launched military
operations in Ukraine,
three days after Moscow
recognised Ukraine’s
breakaway regions
Donetsk and Luhansk as
independent entities. The
one thing I’m confident,
knowing Putin fairly well,

as well as I, guess another
leader can know one an-
other, is that he was count-
ing on being able to split
NATO. He never thought
NATO would stay re-
solved, stay totally thor-
oughly united. And I can
assure you, NATO has
never been stronger or
more united in its entire
history than it is today, in
large part, because of

(Russian President)
Vladimir Putin, Biden told
a business roundtable of
CEOs on Monday. But in
response to his aggres-
sion, there has been — he’s
pretty — we presented a
united front throughout
NATO and in the Pacific.
The QUAD is, with the pos-
sible exception of India
being somewhat shaky on
some of this, but Japan
has been extremely strong,
so is Australia, in terms of
dealing with Putin’s ag-
gression, Biden said.

Last month, Biden had
said that India and the US
were trying to resolve
their differences on the
issue of Russian aggres-
sion against Ukraine.

India is a bit shaky in terms of dealing
with aggression of Putin, says Biden

Divide at UN over naming 
Russia aid resolution for Ukraine
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One MLA, one pension
The MLAs and MPs are known to

shamelessly reward themselves with
hefty hikes in their own pays, perks
and pensions at regular intervals. In
a whiff of fresh air, the newly mint-
ed AAP government of Punjab is con-
sidering to put a stop to a ludicrous
and morally corrupt practice with
regard to the pension that the for-
mer MLAs in the state have entitled
themselves to. Intending to do away
with the 66 per cent additional
monthly pension (amounting to Rs
50,100) that the MLAs have
bestowed upon themselves for every
subsequent term served in the
Vidhan Sabha, the government is, in
a welcome step, considering allow-
ing only one pension — Rs 75,150 at
the present monthly rate — to every
former MLA, irrespective of the
number of terms served by him/her.
If the move is cleared, it will leave
the treasury richer substantially. For,
with nearly 80 MLAs losing their
seats in the recent elections, there
are now a record 325 ex-MLAs eligi-
ble for pensionary benefits and
many among them have been public
representatives multiple times. The
other states’ lawmakers must also
consider scrapping such unethical
rules. In 2018, the Haryana Assembly
had commendably passed a Bill to
rationalise the pension and
allowances of its former MLAs, but it
fell short of restricting them to the
‘one MLA, one pension’ formula. As
of 2020, the 286 former MLAs of
Haryana were costing the exchequer
Rs 2.54 crore per month. Pension is a
touchy issue among the ordinary
people. They work all their life to
earn their living and, yet, in the end
often find themselves with peanuts
for savings. No government has been
able to formulate a reasonably digni-
fied social security or pension
scheme for the common man work-
ing in the private or unorganised
sector. Government employees have
been rendered ineligible for the old-
age pension scheme and are now
crying for its revival. In this sce-
nario, for the MPs/MLAs, who claim
to work for the people’s uplift, to be
unanimously ensuring fat post-
retirement emoluments for them-
selves after just a five-year term
stands out as a sore thumb.

EEmmaannuuvveell,,  CChheennnnaaii

Hazardous air pollution
New Delhi has earned the unenvi-

able distinction of becoming the
world's most polluted capital city for
a second consecutive year. Not only
Delhi, but of the 15 most polluted
cities in Central and South Asia in
2021, 12 were in India. Actually, there
is not so much difference of breath-
ing in Delhi is like smoking 50 ciga-
rettes a day and other than India’s 12
most polluted cities on Earth.
Whether its Delhi or other most pol-
luted cities is commonly accepted to
be the most harmful (known as
PM2.5), widely-monitored air pollu-
tant and has been found to be a
major contributing factor to health
effects such as asthma, stroke, heart
and lung diseases. From our Prime
Minister Narendra Modi to most of
the politicians and the political par-
ties only chanting about ‘develop-
ment’, but they have forgotten that
economic development was impor-
tant, but economic development by
itself didn’t solve the problem,
because the people demanded clean-
er air and cleaner water for clean
and safe life. But not only in India, it
is a shocking fact that no major city
or country is providing safe and
healthy air to their citizens according
to the latest WHO air quality guide-
lines. One side PM Modi proudly
announced eighty crore free ration
for the poor on the other side the
WHO projects that air pollution will
continue to be a major killer in years
to come, as result India and the
world’s poorest will be left gasping.
BBiiddyyuutt  KKuummaarr  CChhaatttteerrjjeeee,,  FFaarriiddaabbaadd  

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

WHAT THEY TWEET!

AAbbhhiisshheekk  ????@@
jjuunniioorrbbaacchhcchhaann

Chaudhrahat ki pagdi apni
shaan hai, Ganga Ram
Chaudhary humara naam
hai.Kal aa rahe hain aap
sab se milne trailer ke
saath. #DasviTrailer out
tomorrow at 11 am!
#Dasvi 

AAnnaanndd  mmaahhiinnddrraa@@aannaannddmmaahhiinnddrraa
The power of yoga. A life spanning
125 years of dedication!  The
grace and dignity of Swami
Sivananda is both humbling &
inspiring. Proud to belong to the
country of Yoga’s origin.

NNeehhaa  KKoouull@@KKoouullNNeehhaa
I am a #KashmiriPandit who migrated
from the valley in Feb 1990 (7th exo-
dus). I am married into a Kashmiri
pandit family who migrated in 18th
century. Each of us is #KashmirFiles, a
collective memory of what happened
over the last 700 years. Thankyou
@vivekagnihotri @Anupam PKher.

PPrriittiisshh  NNaannddyy
@@PPrriittiisshhNNaannddyy

Sometimes I'm so jealous of
yThe way we are going, we
will next apply Sin Tax on
crypto. We are treating it
like cigarettes, alcohol and
lotteries. A new social evil!
C’mon, it’s just a New Age
innovation that some are
putting their money on,
knowing fully well the risks

involved.

TThhee  WWaallll  SSttrreeeett  JJoouurrnnaall@@WWSSJJ
The Biden administration has concluded that the Myanmar military’s 

violence against the Rohingya minority amounts to genocide.

SSHHIILLPPAA  SSHHEETTTTYY  KKUUNNDDRRAA@@TThheeSShhiillppaaSShheettttyy
How often have you wanted to
take the plunge towards a dream
or a passion, but feared
failure?The one thing life taught
me was that you can’t explore the
wonders of the sea if you never
leave the shore. Go out there and
pursue your dreams.

S ymon Hill There is a new joke going round Russia: “What’s the
easiest way to clear the snow from your street? Write No To

War in the snow — and the police will clear it for you.” Footage on so-
cial media shows police obliterating anti-war messages written in the
snow. But the Russian peace movement will not be so easily stamped
out. The size of anti-war protests in Russia has taken everyone by sur-
prise. Russian police have carried out over 13,000 arrests of peace
protesters since the invasion of Ukraine began. Over a million people
in Russia have signed petitions against the war. Vladimir Putin accus-
es Russian peace groups of being friends of Nato. They are not. Anti-
militarist groups in Britain are accused of supporting Putin. We do
not. The imperialism of Nato and the imperialism of Putin are two
sides of the same coin. The real division is not between Russian capi-
talists and Western capitalists but between the world’s ruling classes
— whether Russian oligarchs or US billionaires — and the mass of the
population in all countries, who never benefit from war. As the
Soldiers’ Mothers of St Petersburg put it, “Any war is destruction,
blood, violence, innocent victims.” Presidents and prime ministers
will not save us from war. Putin sits pompously at his absurdly long
table, looking like he is auditioning for the role of a Bond villain.
Zelensky is hero-worshipped by Western commentators who disre-
gard his actual policies and record of militarism. Boris Johnson is
sighing with relief that the headlines are no longer about Downing
Street lockdown parties. Meanwhile, working-class people are resist-
ing war in Russia, Ukraine and around the world. They, not politicians
and generals, are the people who offer hope of an end to war. Like
millions of people, I watched with horror as Russian tanks entered
Ukraine on February 24. 

I have no time for hypocritical ministers who condemn atrocities in
Ukraine while providing weapons and military training to Saudi forces
killing children in Yemen. Recognising this is no reason to feel less
concerned about people in Ukraine. It was difficult to feel anything
other than fear and sadness on the day the invasion began. At the
Peace Pledge Union, we quickly published a statement condemning
Putin’s aggression and pointing to the background of militaristic poli-
cies pursed by both Russia and Nato. It was not until that evening that
I was uplifted by glimmers of hope. News came through of anti-war
protests in Russia. I was cautious, aware that US or Ukrainian authori-
ties could exaggerate or even fabricate such stories. But soon long-
standing Russian peace groups, known for opposing Nato as well as
Putin, were posting footage of thousands of people protesting in
Moscow and St Petersburg. In the Russian Duma, two members of
the far-right Liberal Democratic Party have proposed a law to con-
script anti-war protesters and send them to fight in Donetsk and
Luhansk — so that they can “see with their own eyes” what the
Ukrainian authorities have done. But Russian peace campaigners are
already aware of such things. Among all the anti-war statements pro-
duced by peace groups in Russia, I have not come across a single ex-
pression of support for the Zelensky regime or Nato. As the Russian
group Feminist Anti-War Resistance puts it, Putin has “never been
concerned about the fate of people in Luhansk and Donetsk.” Russian
Communist MP Vyacheslav Markhaev, who initially supported the
recognition of the separatist republics, now accuses Putin of being
“motivated by entirely different intentions” leading to a “full-scale
war.” Meanwhile in Ukraine, Zelenksy has handed out rifles to un-
trained volunteers, incorporated the neonazi Azov Battalion into the
Ukrainian army and banned men aged 18 to 60 from leaving Ukraine,
so they can be conscripted. Thankfully the resistance of Ukrainians
on the ground has been much more creative and effective. “Reporting
on conflict focuses on warfare and almost ignores non-violent resist-
ance to war,” notes Yurii Sheliazhenko of the Ukrainian Pacifist
Movement. 

Anti-war movement 
is gaining traction

I n China, once again the news of a spurt in corona cases has
started coming to the fore. There is an outcry in the media

about this. The media says that the record of corona cases in China
for the last two years has been broken. However, only a few hundred
or thousand cases have been reported in this country with the world's
largest population. Well, now the role of media in this issue seems in-
timidating. In fact, the way corona cases have suddenly come up in
China and due to this the lockdown is being imposed in China, there
seems to be a trick of China behind it. With this step, China is trying
to get America in its clutches somehow. According to international af-
fairs experts, as a strategic move, China has talked about an increase
in the cases of corona in its cities, which have the world's largest and
important buildings, where, in a way, there is a big center of econom-
ic activity. At the same time, electronic companies from all over the
world work here in China's Shenzhen city, which has a population of
around 17 million. The city has once again been locked down in the
name of Corona. Apart from this city, there are many areas where
China has imposed restrictions in view of the increasing cases of co-
rona. In such a situation, all the arrangements in other areas includ-
ing Shenzhen city have come to a complete standstill. Actually, China
is far ahead in terms of electronic goods.  Microchips, microproces-
sors and other electronic items are produced on a large scale here.
Production in these companies has been affected due to Corona re-
strictions. Since China supplies its goods to most of the countries of
the world including America. In such a situation, the supply of these
goods from China is bound to be badly disrupted. 

Now let us tell you how this move of China will harm America.
Actually, at present America is battling with severe inflation. There is
the highest inflation in the last 40 years. Now it has to be understood
here that since America is already facing inflation. In such a situation,
if the supply chain from China is disrupted, then it is bound to have an
adverse effect on the US economy. Inflation will increase there and if
this happens then it is natural to have an effect on the economy.
Actually, the inventory (storage) of American industrial units is now
on the verge of being exhausted. Actually, all companies keep addi-
tional storage of their products so that their work runs smoothly,
which is called inventory. Since the supply chain had collapsed in the
last two years due to Corona, this has affected the storage capacity of
industrial units. By the way, during this period, the storage ratio in in-
dustrial units was being corrected after a slight softening in the cases
of Corona. However, at the last moment, China has made its move
under the policy of engaging America. It has stopped the supply com-
ing from here. China did this by pretending to be Corona affected.
The fact is that even America will not be able to say anything on this
move of China because the whole world is doing what China is doing
regarding Corona. By the way, this move of China will affect the sup-
ply not only in the US but also in the rest of the world. As a result, the
prices of goods will increase, which will affect the common cus-
tomers. However, the US economy will suffer the most in this game
of China, because China supplies goods other than electronic goods
to America on a large scale.

America’s loss due 
to Chinese move
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Padma awardees pose for photos during their visit to the National War Memorial, in New Delhi, Tuesday, March 22.

PADMA AWARDEES POSE FOR PHOTOS

T he election results of
the five states, especial-

ly the Uttar Pradesh, are
being critically analyzed by
both the loosing political par-
ties and the media. Many rea-
sons are attributed to the
record breaking electoral vic-
tory of BJP in all the four
states where it was in power.
Overcoming the anti-incum-
bency itself is a great
achievement these days for
any party. BJP overcame that
in not one state but in four
states itself is a great political
achievement. The Congress
which lost Punjab, the only
state where it was in power,
attributed its defeat to its
change of Chief Minister be-
fore the elections.

Compared to that BJP
achieved victory in
Uttarakhand despite chang-
ing the CMs not once but
thrice during the last five
years. This time around there
is no visible Hindutva in the
election campaign, especially
in UP where Ayodhya which
was dominant during past
elections was found missing
this time. The Hindutva has
no value in Punjab, Goa and
Manipur where Sikhs and
Christians are in majority. So

the victory of BJP has to do
more with the administration
they gave to the people and
the welfare schemes they im-
plemented in earnest.

Welfare schemes are not ex-
clusive for the BJP govern-
ments. The Punjab govern-
ment of Congress has also
implemented welfare
schemes and promised many
more schemes if voted to
power. The SP when in power
during the 2012-17 period was
not lagging in the implemen-
tation of the welfare schemes.
Now it is an accepted norm in
politics where the ruling
party in the state makes its
own beneficiaries and firm-
ing up them as its vote banks.
Indira Gandhi did this for
Congress during her regime.
V.P. Singh tried to build
Mandal Vote Bank through
reservations. At the state
level such pampering a par-
ticular vote bank is in
progress. It is these welfare
schemes which is keeping
Naveen Patnaik in power in
Odisha for the last five terms.

His grip on the people
through welfare is so firm
that it is very difficult for op-
ponents to dislodge him from
power. Jaganmohan Reddy of
Andhra Pradesh is believing
his nine welfare schemes,
which he calls them as nine
gems, to come back to power
in 2024. He is sticking to the
distribution of money to the
voters through the welfare
schemes at the cost of finan-
cial decline of the state and
debt over burden on Andhra
Pradesh. The Telangana CM
KCR claims himself to be the
innovator of welfare schemes
which no other or even Modi
government can ever think
of. But KCR is not confident of

his return to the power in
2023 unless he goes back to
the Telangana sentiment and
presents the neighbouring
Andhra people as the villains.

Then what makes the BJP
governments so special in
welfare schemes and its im-
plementation. Narendra
Modi as PM has initiated
both development and wel-
fare plans in equal measure.
Since 2014 BJP government at
the national level initiated so-
cial welfare schemes such as
Ujjwala Yojana. PM Awas
Yojana, pension scheme, di-
rect cash transfers besides
the free ration. Names may
differ but similar schemes
are implemented by other
parties too. However the
basic difference between the
BJP lead governments and
the other party led govern-
ments is the way the welfare
message is taken to the mass-
es through the party cadres.
The BJP party cadre was in
constant touch with the bene-
ficiaries, assisting them in
case of any delivery failure,
and acting as the facilitators
between the welfare schemes
implementing authorities
and the beneficiaries.

The BJP cadre saw that the
welfare scheme beneficiaries
are moved beyond caste and
religions and formed into a
government beneficiary com-
munity. The beneficiary aspi-
rations beyond the social wel-
fare benefits are also ad-
dressed and attended by the
BJP cadre in a systematic
way. The way the BJP cadre
joined the families of benefi-
ciaries on the festive days like
Deevali and shared their joys
and in case of any problems
faced by the family the local
cadre of party are ready to

share the burden. Thus the
thrust was making the
margginalised and poor em-
powered through the
schemes and through the per-
sonal touch make them part
of the party. There was no dis-
tinction of caste and religion
at the time of delivery of ben-
efits and largely the woman
of the family are targeted to
receive and have control on
the benefits. Thus a very loyal
base among voters through
the social welfare schemes
was built.

This is contrast to the earli-
er governments headed by
both Akhilesh Yadav and
Mayavati where the benefici-
aries were selected on the
basis of caste and religion.
Akhilesh doled out benefits
largely to his own Yadav com-
munity and his supportive
Muslims. Jatavs, the commu-
nity to which Mayavati be-
longs were the large benefici-
aries during the BSP regime.
This narrative was changed
by adopting neutrality in ex-
tending the benefits and nul-
lifying the influence of caste
heads and also religious
preachers. The promised de-
velopment is there for the
electorate to feel and see. Yogi
Adityanadh under the guid-
ance of Narendra Modi and
Amit Shah undertook the
cause of huge developmental
projects in the state to create
the scope for employment
generation and boosting the
confidence of the educated.
The confidence provided on
the law order front is unmis-
takably felt by all sections.
The social welfare schemes
alone wouldn’t have given
such a resounding, record
breaking victory, but for the
cadre support and active role.

Electoral benefits of welfare schemes

DDhhaarrmmeennddrraa  PPrraaddhhaann@@ddpprraaddhhaannbbjjpp
Birthday greetings to elder broth-
er and senior leader from Odisha
Shri @jualoram ji. His passion for
the welfare of his constituents
and upliftment of tribal popula-
tion is admirable. May Almighty
bless him with a healthy, happy
and a long life.

DR. DUGGARAJU
SRINIVASA RAO
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Jute MSP 
New Delhi: The gov-
ernment has in-
creased the minimum
support price (MSP) of
raw jute by Rs 250 to
Rs 4,750 per quintal
for the 2022-23 season.
The Cabinet
Committee on
Economic Affairs,
chaired by Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi, on Tuesday ap-
proved the MSP for
raw jute for the 2022-23
season. The approval
is based on recom-
mendations of the
Commission for
Agricultural Costs
and Prices. "The MSP
of raw jute (TDN3
equivalent to TD5
grade) has been fixed
at Rs 4,750 per quintal
for 2022-23 season with
an increase of Rs 250
over the previous year.

Cryptocurrencies
New Delhi:
Chartered account-
ants' apex body ICAI
will be preparing a re-
search paper on cryp-
tocurrencies that will
cover various aspects,
including taxation im-
plications. ICAI
President Debashis
Mitra on Tuesday said
the institute is work-
ing on a research
paper on cryptocur-
rencies, which is ex-
pected to be ready in
one-and-a-half
months. Currently,
cryptocurrencies are
unregulated in the
country. Mitra said
once the research
paper is complete, it
will be submitted to
the government. "We
are seized of the mat-
ter," Mitra told re-
porters here when
asked about cryp-
tocurrencies.

Infosys oddity 
New Delhi: IT compa-
ny Infosys will acquire
oddity -- a Germany-
based digital market-
ing, experience, and
commerce agency -- in
an all cash deal for
USD 50 million (about
Rs 380 crore), the com-
pany said on Tuesday.
As part of Infosys' dig-
ital experience and de-
sign offering, oddity
will become part of
Wongdoody and join
its network of studios
across Seattle, Los
Angeles, New York,
Providence, Houston,
and London, and de-
sign hubs in five cities
in India, Infosys said
in a statement.

Global agreement
Chennai: Industrial
artificial intelligence
and software as a serv-
ice enterprise
provider Detect
Technologies on
Tuesday said it has
signed a global agree-
ment with energy
company Shell to de-
ploy its integrated AI
Solution 'T-Pulse'
across operations of
the Shell. This makes
Detect -- the first tech-
nology start up which
was part of the Shell
E4 programme to sign
a global framework
agreement with Shell.

Brain Awareness 
Mumbai: Jindal
Institute of
Behavioural Sciences
(JIBS), a value-based
research Institute of
O.P. Jindal Global
University organised
Brain Awareness
Week in India from
March 14-20. This year
JIBS specifically fo-
cused on brain-related
issues among children
with special needs and
the elderly population.
The Brain Awareness
Week is a worldwide
campaign aimed at in-
creasing public aware-
ness and support for
brain sciences.

New Delhi, Mar 22 (PTI): 

Rating agency Fitch on
Tuesday slashed India's
growth forecast for the
next fiscal to 8.5 per cent
from 10.3 per cent, citing
soaring energy prices and
rising inflation on account
of the Russia-Ukraine war.

It has revised upwards
the GDP growth forecast
for the current fiscal by 0.6
percentage points to 8.7
per cent.

"However, we have low-
ered our growth forecast
for FY 2022-2023 to 8.5 per
cent (-1.8 pp) on sharply
higher energy prices,"
Fitch said.

For 2023-24, it is estimat-
ed at 7 per cent.

In its Global economic
Outlook-March 2022, Fitch

said the post-COVID-19
pandemic recovery is
being hit by a potentially
huge global supply shock
that will reduce growth
and push up inflation.

"The war in Ukraine
and economic sanctions
on Russia have put global
energy supplies at risk.
Sanctions seem unlikely to
be rescinded any time
soon," the agency said.

Last week, another glob-
al rating agency Moody's
had slashed India's growth
estimate for the 2022 calen-
dar year to 9.1 per cent
from 9.5 per cent earlier,
saying high fuel and fer-
tiliser import bill could
limit capital expenditure.

Russia supplies around
10 per cent of the world's
energy, including 17 per

cent of its natural gas and
12 per cent of oil.

"The jump in oil and gas
prices will add to industry
costs and reduce con-
sumers' real
incomes...Higher energy
prices are a given," Fitch
said as it has reduced the
world GDP growth fore-
cast by 0.7 percentage
points to 3.5 per cent.

International oil prices
started rising this year
and jumped to a 13-year
high of USD 140 per barrel
earlier this month as an af-
termath of the Russia-
Ukraine war. Brent was
trading at USD 118.59 per
barrel on Tuesday.

India relies on overseas
purchases to meet about 85
per cent of its oil require-
ment, making it one of the

most vulnerable in Asia to
higher oil prices.

Observing that Indian
GDP growth was very
strong in the December
quarter, Fitch said the
GDP is more than 6 per
cent above its pre-pandem-
ic level though it is still
well below its implied pre-
pandemic trend.

"High-frequency data in-
dicate that the Indian
economy has ridden out
the Omicron wave with lit-
tle damage in stark con-
trast with the two previ-
ous coronavirus waves in
2020 and 2021," it said.

Fitch now sees inflation
strengthening further,
peaking above 7 per cent
in the December quarter
of 2022, before gradually
easing.

Fitch slashes FY23 India
growth forecast to 8.5 pc on
high energy prices, inflation

New Delhi, Mar 22 (PTI): 

The government is close-
ly monitoring the global
commodity price move-
ments and their impact on
the Indian economy
through trade in the after-
math of global supply dis-
ruptions amid the Russia-
Ukraine war, Parliament
was informed on Tuesday.

Minister of State for
Finance Pankaj
Chaudhury said the gov-
ernment is also committed
to supporting initiatives
for releases from Strategic
Petroleum Reserves to mit-
igate market volatility and
calm the rise in crude oil
prices. To a question on
whether the government
has made any review of
the economy consequent
upon the breakout of war

between Russia and
Ukraine, the minister said
the geopolitical tension be-
tween Russia and Ukraine
has led to global supply dis-
ruptions, resulting in a
steep increase in global
commodity prices, includ-
ing crude oil, gas, edible
oils and fertilisers, among
others. "Government of
India is closely monitoring
the global price move-
ments and their impact on
India's economy through
trade," he said.

He said India's GDP in
2021-22 is estimated to
grow at 8.9 per cent, which
will take the country's
GDP past the most recent
pre-pandemic output of
2019-20 to complete the re-
covery process.

"In addition,
Government is also com-
mitted to supporting initia-
tives for releases from
Strategic Petroleum
Reserves, for mitigating
market volatility and calm-
ing the rise in crude oil
prices," Chaudhury said.
International oil prices
started rising this year and
jumped to a 13-year high of
USD 140 per barrel earlier
this month as an after-
math of the Russia-
Ukraine war. Brent was
trading at USD 118.59 per
barrel on Tuesday.

Govt closely monitoring global commodity price
movements amid Russia-Ukraine war: FinMin

Mumbai, Mar 22 (PTI): 

Benchmark stock indices
Sensex and Nifty made a
spirited recovery to close
over 1 per cent higher on
Tuesday, riding on gains in
Reliance Industries, Infosys
and TCS amid a recovery in
global equities.

After opening lower, the
30-share BSE Sensex had
plunged to a day's low of
56,930.30 points on concerns
over inflation and growth
as India hiked fuel prices
after a 137-day hiatus.

However, the barometer
rebounded in afternoon
trade in line with gains in
European and Asian stocks.
The BSE Sensex closed up
by 696.81 points or 1.22 per
cent at 57,989.30 as 26 of its

constituents ended in
green. The broader NSE
Nifty climbed 197.90 points
or 1.16 per cent to finish at
17,315.50.

"We witnessed good re-
bound in markets driven by
buying in Reliance. Market
recovery after the morning
fall is a good sign for Indian
market. In coming days, we
still expect volatility to per-
sist till the war situation be-
tween Russia and Ukraine
and crude price stabilize,"
said Rahul Sharma of
Equity 99. Gains in the
broader market were mar-
ginal compared to the
benchmark index, with the
BSE midcap index gaining
0.17 per cent and smallcap
gauge 0.15 per cent.

Tech Mahindra emerged

as the lead gainer with a
jump of 3.83 per cent, fol-
lowed by RIL (2.59 per cent),
Bajaj Finserv (2.46 per
cent), ITC (2.21 per cent),
TCS (2.09 per cent), Kotak
Mahindra Bank (1.88 per
cent) and Infosys (1.87 per
cent).

In contrast, Hindustan
Unilever Limited, Nestle
India, NTPC, and Sun
Pharma were the laggards.

"The domestic market
started with a negative bias
taking cues from rising
crude prices and hawkish
signals from Fed on aggres-
sive policy tightening.
However, the trend reversed
as European markets
opened on a positive note
buoyed by hope that
Ukraine may consider

working towards a truce,"
said Vinod Nair, Head of
Research at Geojit
Financial Services.

Among BSE sectoral in-
dices, energy (1.96 per cent),
oil and gas (1.94 per cent),
IT (1.93 per cent) and Teck
(1.76 per cent) were the
biggest gainers.

"Markets posted strong
gains and settled around
the day's high amid mixed
cues. Initially, the bias was
slightly on the negative side
in continuation to
Monday's fall, however a
strong surge in the select
index majors from IT, ener-
gy, and banking space com-
pletely changed the tone in
the latter half," Ajit Mishra,
VP - Research, Religare
Broking Ltd said.

Sensex, Nifty rebound to settle 
1pc higher as RIL, Infosys gain

HANDICRAFT MELA

Artists from the country of Eswatini at the Surajkund Handicraft Mela, in Faridabad, Tuesday.

New Delhi, Mar 22 (PTI) 

The number of Indian
workers requiring digital
skills for their jobs is set to
rise by 27.3 million, repre-
senting seven per cent of
India's workforce, over the
next year, according to a re-
port.

Amazon Web Services
(AWS), an Amazon.com
company, released findings
from a new research report
that revealed digital skills
training needs have become
more pronounced amid the
pandemic.

About 95 per cent of
workers surveyed in India
acknowledged that they re-
quire more digital skills --
the ability and knowledge
to apply digital technolo-

gies for tasks in the work-
place - in order to cope with
changes in their jobs due to
the COVID-19 pandemic.

"...over the next year, the
number of India workers
requiring digital skills for
their jobs is projected to in-
crease by 27.3 million, rep-
resenting 7 per cent of
India's workforce," accord-
ing to the report.

That said, only 45 per
cent of employers in India
have a training plan in
place, which could affect
their competitiveness in
areas such as productivity,
innovation and employee
retention.

The 'Building Digital
Skills for the Changing
Workforce' report, prepared
by strategy and economic

consulting firm AlphaBeta
and commissioned by AWS,
surveyed 1,012 digitally
skilled workers in technolo-
gy and non-technology
roles, and 303 employers in
India, with representation
from public, private, and
nonprofit sectors of differ-
ent industries.

The ability to use cloud-
based tools, such as cloud
developer tools, as well as
online collaboration, ac-
counting, and customer re-
lationship management
(CRM) software will be the
most in-demand skill re-
quired by employers by
2025, followed by technical
support and cybersecurity
skills. The findings also
highlight the need for more
advanced cloud computing

skills, including machine
learning and cloud archi-
tecture design.

These skills are expected
to be in high demand in
businesses from healthcare
to agriculture, fintech to
media and entertainment,
the report said.

"Over the course of the
pandemic, we have seen or-
ganisations of all sizes accel-
erate their digital transfor-
mation plans, driving an in-
creased need for employers
and their workers to ad-
vance skills training for
cloud computing, cybersecu-
rity, and machine learning,
noted Rahul Sharma,
President, Public Sector
Amazon Internet Services
Private Limited (AISPL),
AWS India and South Asia.

Number of Indian workers requiring digital skills
set to rise by 27.3 mn over next year: Report

Bengaluru, Mar 22: 

COMEDK UGET and
Uni-GAUGE entrance ex-
aminations will be held on
June 19, 2022, Sunday, as a
combined examination for
admission to over 190
Engineering colleges and
50+ reputed private and
deemed universities, re-
spectively. The entrance test
will be held for admissions
to B.E/B. Tech pro-
grammes for colleges affili-
ated with the Karnataka
Professional Colleges
Foundation Trust and Uni-
GAUGE member universi-
ties. The exam will be con-
ducted online in over 150
cities across India, with

over 400 test centers. This
year, it expects over 80,000
students to appear for the
examination. Applicants
can register at
www.comedk.org or
www.unigauge.com.The ap-
plication process is open on-
line from 14th March 2022 to
02 May 2022. Speaking on
the occasion Dr. Kumar,
Executive Secretary
COMEDK said,“Karnataka
is the center for higher edu-
cation for the last 5 decades
and has been the most pre-
ferred destination for
Engineering aspirants, be-
cause of the choice of col-
leges, quality of education
and higher employability
rate after completion.

COMEDK- Uni-GAUGE entrance
exam application dates announced 

New Delhi, Mar 22 (PTI): 

The income tax department
has gathered "evidence" that
real estate group Omaxe
allegedly indulged in "unac-
counted" cash transactions
with customers to the tune of
over Rs 3,000 crore, officials
said on Tuesday.
The CBDT issued a statement
to say that it raided the prem-
ises of a leading real estate
group active in north India on
March 14.
"The search action covered
more than 45 premises in
Delhi and NCR, Chandigarh,
Ludhiana, Lucknow and
Indore," the statement issued
by the policy-making body for
the tax department said.
Officials identified the
searched group as Omaxe.
The Omaxe group could not be
reached for comments.
"Unaccounted" cash of Rs 25
crore and jewellery worth Rs 5
crore has been seized while 11

lockers have been put under
restraint, the Central Board of
Direct Taxes (CBDT) said.
"A large number of incriminat-
ing evidences including hard
copy documents and digital
data have been seized during
the search."
"The seized evidences contain
unaccounted 'on-money' cash
receipt data of the group from
various customers for more
than 10 years," it said.
The key employees and busi-
ness heads of various projects
have stated the modus
operandi of the group and
have "admitted" that the
group has generated unac-
counted income by accepting
'on-money' (cash) "unaccount-
ed" cash from its customers
which have not been recorded
in the regular books of
account, the CBDT claimed.
"Evidence of receipt of such
on-money exceeding Rs 3,000
crore has been gathered so
far," it said.

I-T dept detects Rs 3,000-cr
worth cash transactions

after raids on Omaxe group

New Delhi, Mar 22 (PTI) 

NITI Aayog on Tuesday
sought to dispel the fear that
India is favouring a closed
economy by promoting
'Atmanirbhar' mission, and
said the country can achieve
better results for its people by
having a deeper engagement
with the global supply and
value chain.

Inviting Japanese in-
vestors to set up companies
in India on a larger scale
under the recently launched
production linked incentive
(PLI) schemes, NITI Aayog
Vice-Chairman Rajiv Kumar
said India remains very
deeply committed to greater
integration with global flows
and the regional network.
"We would want the
Japanese companies to come
and make India an export
hub to the rest of the world
under the PLI scheme. I
think the environment is
there to develop it because on
the Indian side we have done,
and we will continue to do
whatever is required to at-

tract Japanese investment
into India.

"I do want to take this op-
portunity to dispel any fear at
all that the production linked
incentive scheme for the
Atmanirbhar, the self-reliant
India-- a call given by the
prime minister as a response
to the Covid situation and for
our economy to come out of
it-- I want to dispel the fear
that it is in any sense leading
us towards a closed economy,"
Kumar said while speaking at
a webinar on the 10th
ICRIER-PRI workshop on
'Policy Responses to COVID-
19 in India and Japan and
Prospects for Economic
Cooperation Going Ahead'.

He said there is no ques-
tion at all for India to move
back from its engagement

with the global economy,
trade, services, financial and
technological aspects among
others. "We are convinced
that it is only by a deeper inte-
gration for India that we will
achieve better results for our
people as we go forward.
"And I think what we have
done points towards that,
whether it the liberalisation
of our foreign investment in
defense sector, whether it is
opening up the defense sector
to our private domestic enter-
prises or liberalisation of our
services sector, all that I think
points to the fact that India re-
mains very deeply committed
to greater integration with
global flows and our regional
network," Kumar said while
inviting Japanese firms to in-
vest more in India.

He said that Japan can
contribute to every aspect of
the Indian economy and
help it grow the exports by
taking advantage of the
global demand and achieve a
higher share in global trade
and merchandise services
growth.

Atmanirbhar mission not leading India
towards closed economy, says Niti VC

New Delhi, Mar 22 (PTI): 

The Central Consumer
Protection Authority
(CCPA) has ordered dis-
continuation of certain
misleading advertise-
ments of Sensodyne tooth-
paste within seven days
and imposed a penalty of
Rs 10 lakh on the manufac-
turer.

An official release on
Tuesday stated that adver-
tisements of Sensodyne
products which make the
claims 'Recommended by
dentists worldwide' and
'World's No.1 sensitivity
toothpaste' have been or-
dered to be discontinued
within seven days. The au-
thority also directed pay-
ment of penalty of Rs 10
lakh.

Advertisements which
show endorsements by for-
eign dentists have been or-
dered to be discontinued
as per the earlier order
passed by CCPA.

The CCPA, headed by

Nidhi Khare, "recently
passed order against mis-
leading advertisements of
Sensodyne products which
make the claims
'Recommended by dentists
worldwide' and 'World's No
1 sensitivity toothpaste,"
the statement said.

Previously on February
9, 2022, the CCPA had
passed an order directing
discontinuation of adver-
tisement of Sensodyne
products which show en-
dorsement by foreign den-
tists.

The CCPA had initiated
suo-moto action against
advertisement of
Sensodyne products on
various platforms includ-
ing television, Youtube,
Facebook and Twitter. The
ads show dentists practis-
ing outside India (UK) en-
dorsing the use of
Sensodyne products name-
ly Sensodyne Rapid Relief
and Sensodyne Fresh Gel
for protection against
teeth sensitivity.

Mumbai, Mar 22: 
KN Agri Resources created a
history by overall subscription
and procurement in the SME
becoming the highest sub-
scribed lPO in terms of seg-
ment in F.Y . 202I-22. The '
49.38 cr. initial public offer
opened for subscription on
March 15 with a price band of
'71- 75 pershare and closed on
March 17. Against the 12.49
lakh shares on offer, the net
qualified institutional buyer
(QlB) category (excluorng
Anchor investor portion)
received bids for 3.33 crore
shares (26.65 times); the non-
institutional category received
bids for 72.44 crore shares
(771.28 times) against 9.39
lakh shares on offer. The retail
category also saw a robust
response as the quota was sub-
scribed 87.52 times with total
bids received of L9.15 crore
against 21.88 lakh shares on
offer.  KN Agri Resources is an
integrated, global agribusiness
and food company operating in
the farm-to consumer. 

KN Agri IPO issues
subscribed 144 times

CCPA imposes Rs 10 lakh penalty
for misleading ads of Sensodyne



Ajay Devgn always wanted to be 
a director, says childhood pal Rohit Shetty

Filmmaker Rohit Shetty revealed on Monday
that Bollywood star and his childhood friend
Ajay Devgn's first love was direction and that

he always wanted to be a director. He also praised
Ajay for his sound knowledge of technicali-
ties of filmmaking. Speaking on the
sidelines of the trailer launch of
'Runway 34' which has been di-
rected by Ajay, the 'Golmaal' di-
rector said, "This may come

as a surprise, but since the
time I have known Ajay, he

has always wanted to be a di-
rector. His technical knowl-

edge as a director is unparal-
leled and you will get to see that in

'Runway 34' where he has shot with 10-13 cameras
in a cockpit. Shooting with heavy equipment in
such a confined space is not an easy task." "In ad-
dition to acting and direction, Ajay is the pro-
ducer of the film as well. And let me tell you,
he is one producer, who goes all out if he be-
lieves in the script. He won't hold back from
spending on the film and I have personally
seen that happening with 'Raju Chacha', that
film was made on a budget of Rs 38 crore at a
time when most Bollywood films were made for
Rs 7-8 crore." 

While actors are
continuously hon-
ing their acting

skills, they must also main-
tain a fitness regime to
look their best while por-
traying a variety of roles
on television. Actor Sahil
Phull, who plays 'Kashi’ in
Sony Entertainment
Television's slice of life
drama 'Jagannath aur
Purvi Ki Dosti Anokhi,' has
amassed a sizable fan base
over the years because of
his spectacular acting tal-
ent, sharp features  and
charming personality.
Even as Kashi, Sahil has
successfully struck a
chord with the audience
for his heartwarming
performance making the
character relatable. To
get into the character of
Kashi, Sahil has been
putting in a lot of time

and effort in order to pre-
pare for this role. Along
with getting the Banarasi
diction right, he has been
working on his physique as
well.

Sharing a few details
about his fitness regime
that he follows, Sahil Phull
said, "As an actor one
needs to always focus on
his acting skills and his
look especially at a time
when he needs to fit into a
particular character. I am
a total foodie however, the
profession I am in re-
quires me to stay in my
best form and shape at all
times, so I actively try to
balance by eating simple
home-cooked food. I do in-
termittent fasting and ex-
ercise at-least four times a
week. My favorite form of
exercise is core strength
training.

Comedy is one of the
toughest genres to
crack and only the

best or funniest few man-
age to crack up the audi-
ence. To have the audi-
ence in splits year after
year is indeed a great ac-
complishment. &TV’s
Happu Ki Ultan Paltan, a
rib-tickling show of
"gharelu" misadventures,
comic tragedies of Daroga
Happu Singh (Yogesh
Tripathi), his "Dabangg
Dulhan" Rajesh (Kamna
Pathak), and his obstinate
mother Katori Amma
(Himani Shivpuri) is one
such show that has com-
pleted 3 successful years

now. Today, Happu’s comi-
cal errors, Rajesh’s quirky
comebacks and Amma’s
buland andaaz have a spe-
cial part in the TV-loving
audience’s hearts.

To celebrate this mile-
stone, the entire team has
also cut a cake on the set.
The show’s producer,
Sanjay Kohli, of Edit II
Productions, shares, "The
show is our baby, and
watching it grow and turn
into such a big success
makes me feel extremely
proud and content. The
idea of creating a show
that can instantly lift any-
one's mood has been ac-
complished with Happu

Ki Ultan Paltan. While we
celebrate three years of
completion today, our con-
stant endeavour is to con-
tinue offering hilarity and
spread the joy of comedy
year after year. On this
day, I would like to thank
&TV and my entire team
who work hard to bring a
smile on everyone’s face.”

Katori Amma essayed
by the veteran actress
Himani Shivpuri cannot
hold on to her excitement.
She says, “I have been in
this industry for almost
four decades and have
played numerous charac-
ters, but Katori Amma
will always be my most

cherished role. These
three years have been no
less than a roller coaster
ride, as we as a team faced
a global pandemic and yet
came back stronger with a
single motto to make our
viewers laugh. Cheers to

three years of teamwork,
creativity, laughter and
madness.”

Continue watching
your favourite Happu Ki
Ultan Paltan, airing every
Monday to Friday at 10:00
pm only on &TV!

Happu Ki Ultan Paltan celebrates 
3 years anniversary milestone

Rajamouli’s
next with Mahesh
Babu will not be a
multi-starrer

S.S. Rajamouli has cleared the air
on the big debate on his upcoming
movie with Mahesh Babu.

As it is being rumoured that Rajamouli's
movie with Mahesh will have another star
hero, the 'RRR' director that there is no
truth in the gossip.

There was gossip about another star actor
joining the Mahesh Babu-Rajamouli ven-
ture, which was turned down by the direc-
tor himself. Rajamouli, who was quizzed
about the same during a media interac-
tive session, said, "Maybe because my re-
cent projects - 'Baahubali', 'Baahubali 2',
and now 'RRR' are all multi-starters,
this assumption has come out. But,
Mahesh Babu's movie is going to be a
solo one". It is also reported that
Rajamouli has planned to wrap up the
shooting of this yet-to-begin movie in
less than a year, despite its grandeur.

Meanwhile, Mahesh Babu, who
awaits the release of his 'Sarkaru
Vaari Paata', will wrap up a movie,
which is to be directed by
Trivikram Srinivas.

Singer
Beyonce is
in talks to per-

form on Oscars telecast
from Compton tennis
courts.

Organisers behind the big
award event are pulling out all
the stops to land an iconic per-

formance from best original song
nominee Beyonce, multiple sources
close to the show told 'Variety'.

While the superstar made nary an
awards campaign stop over the past
months in support of her track 'Be
Alive', co-written with artist Dixson for
the film 'King Richard'", Beyonce's camp
has been in deep talks with producers to
mount a satellite performance of the song
-- one that would possibly open the show,
and broadcast live from tennis courts in
Compton, California.

According to 'Variety', the concept began so-
lidifying last Monday, three individuals with
knowledge of the talks said.

The location, of course, is where sports leg-
ends Venus and Serena practiced relentless
drills in their youth under the watchful eye of
their father, Richard. One possible scenario

would have Will Smith, who plays
the titular character in the film, ap-
pear onsite with Beyonce and then
presumably head north to
Hollywood in time to take his seat
for the announcement of the best
actor category, sources added.

An Academy spokesperson did
not respond to a request for com-
ment. A Beyonce spokesperson
couldn't immediately be reached
for comment.

The 'Naughty Girl' singer is
notoriously secretive, often re-
quiring the most high-level col-
laborators to sign binding
nondisclosure agreements for
the chance to work with her.

Numerous insiders close to
the industry and to the city gov-

ernment said that it's possible Beyonce would abandon
the concept entirely if any of her plans were to be revealed.
While there are numerous tennis courts in the City of
Compton, located in metro Los Angeles, the Lueders Park
courts were officially rebranded as the Venus and Serena
Williams Court of Champion in 2016. The Compton City
Manager's office did not return multiple calls for com-
ment on the matter. Any pop culture watcher or
Beyhive member would recognise a move like this
as trademark Beyonce, a performance that
could utilise the popularity of the Oscars to
shine a light on Compton, and celebrate
two native daughters who conquered

their sport and the world. Over the
years, the Academy has shown

their affection for Beyonce
as a performer.

ACROSS
1. TV "opera"
5. Fiery felony
10. Blueprint
14. Song
15. Owned apartment
16. Stir up
17. Appeal
19. Till bills
20. Cuddle
21. Possibility

23. Arid
24. Printers' measures
26. That lady
27. Say
30. Parcel out
34. Voyaging
38. Leg part
39. Peruvian animal
40. Heidi's cousin
42. Gallery exhibit
43. Crowbar, for one
44. Artist's stand

45. Paper measure
47. Rave
48. Perspire
49. Juan's goodbye
51. Taxi
53. Fabrication
54. Joan of ____
57. Boulder's state
62. Grinning person
64. Keen
65. Monotonous
67. Horse's hair
68. Blinding light
69. Squeaks by
70. Caribous' kin
71. Actress ____ Barkin
72. Dissolve

DOWN
1. Tolerate
2. External
3. Fidgety
4. Jaunty
5. Emphasizes
6. Spoil
7. Cut off
8. Smell
9. Forbidden items (hyph.)
10. Motorboat feature
11. Draw the ____
12. Guinness of "Star Wars"
13. Avian dwelling
18. Pub beverages
22. Will
25. Largest desert
28. Worn out

29. Involve
31. Volcanic rock
32. Sign
33. Small pie
34. High cards
35. Cabbage dish
36. Comfort
37. Long-distance prefixes (2 wds.)
41. Communion table
46. Dampen
50. Highway vehicle
52. Flat-bottomed boat
54. Similar
55. Make merry
56. Wave top
57. Showed up
58. Egg-shaped
59. Connect
60. Secluded valley
61. October's stone
63. Ledger entry
66. Bard's "before"
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You may fall in love today! If single,
romance colours your day with a rain-
bow. If married, you may enjoy a quiet
but romantic evening with your
spouse. Ganesha says that if nothing
else, it's a good time to pour over your
photo albums and float in nostalgia.

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18
You will be treading new ground at
work. Exciting as that sounds, it merely
means you will have to do a lot of travel-
ling today. You will also find yourself
swamped with drafting new business
proposals, holding meetings, or other-
wise networking over the phone. 

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20
Today, the stars put you on high alert...
and not for nothing. You will save your-
self from being swindled. Though you
will easily manage to stay ahead of oth-
ers, you may make a few enemies on
your way. It's not a good day if you're
looking to buy a house or vehicle, says
Ganesha.

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20
People around you will be surprised to
witness the considerate and compas-
sionate side of you today, says Ganesha.
Problems may come knocking but you,
along with support from your loved
ones, will handle them with brilliant
tact. Enjoy the company of near and
dear ones and let your presence be felt
in social outings, suggests Ganesha.

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

Today, you will decide to become a bit
more conscious about your health. You
may or may not join a gym or measure
your calories, but you will definitely sit
up and take notice of your lifestyle and
unhealthy food habits, predicts
Ganesha. A new job is also likely, which
will pen a completely new chapter in
your life.

Gemini: May 22 – June 21
You will be in a joyous mood. You will be
de-lighted in whatever task you do.
Financial matters will confound you,
with even a petty issue causing tension.
Ganesha says it will be a colourful day,
with happy tidings.

Cancer: June 22 – July 22
Your entire day will be spent at work.
Those working in large corporations will
have to fulfill heightened expectations
from their superiors. Housewives will
need to tackle other work, apart from
their daily chores. It is an important day
for you, says Ganesha.

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23
You will stay away from partnership ven-
tures. Ganesha says you have the ability
to control large-scale projects on your
own. You have leadership qualities, and
will be able to coordinate team work and
direct your colleagues to get the
required amount of work from them.

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

Ganesha says that you will be able to
attain a huge benefit because of your
nature to take chances. Higher ups in the
office will take notice of your skills and
ability to work well. Seniors in your office
will promote and inspire you to give your
best Ganesha says this is not a good time
to get into a direct fight with anyone since
it will lead to more problems and issues.

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23
You are ready to take up the challenges
that life has to throw at you. Thanks to
the confidence within you, which gives
you power to fight it out against all
odds. Even if you take up a mammoth
task, you are bound to succeed today,
predicts Ganesha.

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22
Round and round they tumble, the wheels
of life, smoothly gliding into a routine. You
may spend your day in discontent due to
the rut of regular activities. Sadly, there is
little hope or adventure Ganesha foresees
that might make this day worthwhile for
you. There will be glimpses of excitement
in the evening but on the whole, it will be
nothing to write home about.

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21
Duping the wisest with your extraordi-
nary power of convincing may have been
your forte, but you may have to prove
yourself all over again, for Ganesha says
you will be tested today. This apart, you
are likely to find answers to questions
lingering in your subconscious mind for
long. 

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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Boris Becker accused of hiding 
tennis trophies during trial

London: Former tennis
champion Boris Becker
went on trial in London
for allegedly concealing
property including nine
trophies from bank-
ruptcy trustees and
dodging his obligation
to disclose financial in-
formation to settle his
debts. Prosecutors said
Becker, 54, acted dis-
honestly when he hid or

failed to hand over as-
sets before and after he was declared bankrupt in
June 2017. He is on trial charged with 24 counts under
insolvency laws. Prosecutor Rebecca Chalkley said
the assets include trophies such as the 1985 and 1989
Wimbledon men's singles title, his Australian Open
trophies from 1991 and 1996 and his 1992 Olympic gold
medal. Becker is accused of concealing 1.13 million
euros ( 1.25 million) from the sale of a Mercedes car
dealership he owned in Germany.

India is not far from having a Major
winner: Gary Player

New Delhi: Golf legend Gary Player on Tuesday said
Anirban Lahiri's second place finish at The PLAY-
ERS championship just shows that India is not very
far from having a Major winner. Lahiri finished sole
second at the PLAYERS Championship in Florida, US
on March 14 to walk away with a career-best USD 2.18
million in earnings. "Lahiri's performance was such
an amazing effort against all the best players in the
world," the nine-time Major champion Player told re-
porters on the eve of the DGC Open here. "He finished
second in the fifth most important tournament and I
wonder if the Indian population realise the publicity
that he got for India is quite remarkable. "If Lahiri
can finish second at The PLAYERS, he can definitely
win a Major, no question and what a happy day it
would be for me to see an African or a person from
India winning a Major."

Indian para club thrower Dharambir
sets new Asian record

Dubai: Indian para athlete Dharambir set a new
Asian record in the men's F32/51 club throw event en-
route winning a silver on the opening day of the 13th
Fazza International Para Athletics Championships
here. India won three medals on the opening day with
Devendra Singh also clinching a silver in the F44
men's discus throw event, while Jyoti Behera claimed
a bronze in 400m women's final T37/38/47 final. In the
club throw F32/51 men's final, Dharambir, the 2018
Asian Para Games silver medallist, threw the club to
a distance of 31.09m in his second attempt to finish
second behind Algeria's Walid Ferhah (37.42m) on
Monday. In the process, Dharambir also set a new
Asian record. Great Britain's Stephen Miller took the
bronze with an effort of 29.28m. Later, Devendra
clinched the silver in men's discus throw F44 after
hurling the disc to a distance of 50.36m in combined
F42/43/44 category.

Cameroon and Ajax goalkeeper
Onana OK after bad car crash

Yaounde: Cameroon goalkeeper Andr Onana es-
caped unhurt after being involved in a serious car
crash on Tuesday while traveling to the team camp
ahead of a decisive World Cup playoff, the national
soccer federation said. The crash happened while
Onana, who plays for Dutch club Ajax, was traveling
from the Cameroon capital Yaounde to the city of
Douala. The Cameroon Football Association said
Onana eventually joined up with the squad in Douala
after the crash and was fine, although he would have
a precautionary examination at the hospital.
Cameroon hosts Algeria in the first leg of their World
Cup playoff in Douala on Friday.

Chinese team pulls out of Swiss Open
due to COVID-19 cases and injuries

Basel: The Chinese badminton team has pulled out of
the Swiss Open Super 300 tournament which began on
Tuesday due to multiple COVID-19 cases and injuries to
its players, the game's governing body BWF said. The
Badminton World Federation also said that many play-
ers have withdrawn from the tournament after testing
positive for the dreaded virus. "Several players from a
number of Member Associations tested positive on their
pre-arrival test and arrival test and have been removed
from the draw," BWF said in a statement. "Chinese
Badminton Association reported a few positive cases as
well as some injuries to players in their team.

Hamilton, Mar 22 (PTI):

Yastika Bhatia's gritty
half-century and Sneh
Rana's all-round perform-
ance powered India a domi-
nating 110-run win over
Bangladesh and kept them
in the hunt for a semifinal
spot at the ICC Women's
World Cup, here on Tuesday.

Opting to bat, India recov-
ered from a mid-inning col-
lapse to post a modest 229 for
seven, riding on a responsi-
ble 80-ball 50 by Bhatia and a
late flourish from Rana (27)
and Pooja Vastrakar (30).

Defending the total, the
spinners, led by Rana (4/30),
controlled the proceedings
as they struck at regular in-
tervals.

India bowled out
Bangladesh for 119 in 40.3
overs to register their third
win of the tournament. The
big win helped India im-
prove their Net-Run-Rate
(0.768) further.

The Mithali Raj-led side
will take on South Africa in
the final league match on
Sunday. Before that match, if
the second-placed Proteas
beat West Indies on
Thursday India's semifinal
chances will get better.

India's decision to bring
in senior spinner Poonam
Yadav (1/25) in place of
pacer Meghna Singh paid
dividends. With spinners op-
erating from both the ends
on a slow track, Bangladesh
found the run-scoring diffi-
cult. India restricting
Bangladesh to 69/5 after 25
overs.

Lata Mondal (24) and
Salma Khatun (32) provided
some resistance with a 40-
run partnership which was

broken by Jhulan Goswami
when she dismissed the lat-
ter, while Vastrakar ac-
counted for the former a few
overs later.

The pace duo of Goswami
(2/19) and Vastrakar (2/26)
shared four wickets between
them while the spinners ac-
counted for the rest.

Earlier, Smriti Mandhana
(30) and Shafali Verma (42)
shared 74 runs for the open-
ing wicket but Ritu Moni
(3/37) and Nahida Akter
(2/42) shared five wickets be-
tween them to reduce India
from 74 for no loss to 108 for
4 at one stage.

Mandhana ended up hit-
ting straight to Fargana
Hoque off Akter, while
Moni struck twice in two

balls in the next over to
leave India at 74 for 3 in 15.4
overs.

While Verma was
stumped by Nigar Sultana,
skipper Mithali Raj (0) was
out for a first-ball duck as
India lost three wickets in
quick succession.

V i c e - c a p t a i n
Harmanpreet Kaur (14)
then joined Bhatia as the
two tried to resurrect the in-
nings but the duo scored
only 34 runs in 70 balls be-
fore a direct throw from
Hoque caught the former
short of her crease.

Bhatia (50 off 80) and
Richa Ghosh (26) then
added 54 runs to take India
past the 150-run score.

The duo played at a good

pace with Ghosh slamming
Lata Mondal (0/20) for suc-
cessive fours in the 30th
over.

However, Akter brought
Bangladesh back into the
game when she had Ghosh
caught behind while she
tried to cut a ball that was
too close to the body.

After completing her fifty,
Bhatia too perished in the
next ball while trying for a
paddle scoop, only to be
caught by at short fine leg.

Vastrakar (30) and Rana
(27) then came together at
180 for 6 at the end of 44th
over to add 48 off 38 balls,
taking India past the 200-
run mark. With the two
going strong, the last 10
overs yielded 64 runs.

Women’s WC: India rout 
Bangladesh to keep hopes alive

Wellington: Skipper Meg
Lanning produced anoth-
er masterclass, smashing
an unbeaten 135 as six-
time champions Australia
continued their in-
vincible run with
a five-wicket
thrashing of
S o u t h
Africa in the
ICC Women's
World Cup here on
Tuesday.

Lanning scored her
15th ODI century with 15
hits to the fence and one
maximum during her
130-ball unconquered in-
nings to help Australia
successfully chase down
South Africa's total of
271 for 5 with 28 balls to
spare at Basin Reserve.

Invited to bat, opener
Laura Wolvaardt
cracked a 134-ball 90,
while skipper Sune Luus
(52) notched another
half-century as South
Africa posted a decent
total from their 50 overs.

However, it proved in-
adequate in the end as
Lanning took control of
Australia's chase and
recorded her third
World Cup century
to lead her team to a
comfortable victory.

The win further consol-
idated Australia's position
at the top of the table with
12 points from six matches
and they are likely to end
at the top with just one
match to go against
Bangladesh in the league
stage. It was South

Africa's first loss of the
tournament. They remain
second in the standings
with 8 points from five
games but are still in dan-
ger of missing out on the
semifinals should they fail
to win any of their final
two matches against West
Indies and India.

Imperious Lanning leads Aus past SA

Jamshedpur, Mar 21 (PTI):

India produced yet anoth-
er stellar performance in
the ongoing SAFF U-18
Women's Championship as
they beat Nepal 5-1 in their
third fixture of the tourna-
ment here on Monday.

India take on Bangladesh
in their final match on
Friday.

A splendid hat-trick by
Lynda Kom in the 23rd, 38th
and 61st minutes and a goal
each by Shilky Devi in the
16th minute and Anita
Kumari in the 55th minute
propelled the Young
Tigresses to a comfortable
win after Nepal had pulled
one goal back in the second
half. Keeping their winning
momentum alive after their
victory against Bangladesh
in their last game, the
Indians heaped pressure on
the opponents from the
opening minute. In the sec-
ond minute itself, Lynda
Kom tried to put in a header
but missed by a whisker.

India's first break-
through came in the 16th
minute when captain
Shilky Devi delivered with

an inch-perfect header from
Nitu Linda's pass.

Lynda Kom, in the 23rd
minute, doubled the lead
with a glancing header.

After having a two-goal
lead, India's combination
play threatened the Nepal
backline.

In the 25th minute, Nitu
Linda tried to shoot from
the top-left corner but
missed it.

Another brilliant goal
was scored by Lynda Kom,
in the 38th minute, when
she made a first-time volley

to chip in the ball off a
cross from the right by
Shilky. Minutes into the
added time of the first half,
coach Thomas Dennerby
made the first substitution
where Sunita Munda was
replaced by Amisha Baxla.
The half-time scoreline
read 3-0 in favour of India.

The second half began on
a similar note to the first
with India dominating pro-
ceedings.

Another substitution was
made in the 46th minute
where Babina Devi was

brought on in place of Nitu
Linda. Nepal looked to
strike back but were strug-
gling to create chances and
keep possession in danger-
ous areas as the Indian
team stood firm and forced
them to go for long-range ef-
forts, which were easily
dealt with by Indian keeper
Melody.

India made it four for the
night in the 55th minute
through Anita's powerful
long range shot from more
than 25 yards out.

A change over came in
the 55th minute as India
custodian Melody Chanu
was replaced by Adrija
Sarkhel.

The hosts extended their
lead with the fifth goal
through Lynda Kom's hat-
trick in the 61st minute
from Sunita's low cross
from the right.

In the 79th minute, Nepal
pulled one back through
Sadipa Bholan, who latched
on to a loose ball and slotted
it home. With the victory,
India strengthened their
lead in pole position with
nine points from three
matches.

India U-18 ride Lynda Kom’s
hat-trick to beat Nepal 5-1

Mumbai, Mar 22 (PTI):

Royal Challengers Banglore
veteran Virat Kohli says Faf
du Plessis's solid leadership
skills was a key reason that
they planned to grab his
services for the upcoming
IPL edition.
Kohli, who has been with
Royal Challengers right from
the first edition in 2008 and
as full-time captain since
2013, relinquished captaincy
after last year's IPL.
RCB will now be led by four-
time IPL winner Du Plessis,
who was purchased by the
franchise for Rs 7 crore in
the mega auction last month.
"Getting Faf at the auctions
for us, the plan was very
clear. We need a leader in
the change room who com-

mands a lot of respect.
Commands not demands,
because he has been there
done that," Kohli said in
video posted by RCB's twit-
ter handle.
"He's a Test captain, that
profile comes with a lot of
accolades already and we are
excited for him to lead RCB.
He will do a tremendous job.
"We get along really well
with him, all of us myself
Maxi (Glenn Maxwell) Dinesh
Karthik and I think all the
guys will enjoy this tourna-
ment," he added.
Kohli joined the RCB prepara-
tory camp on Monday. The
Indian batting veteran had
earlier said he made the
decision to quit RCB captain-
cy as he wanted some space
to manage his workload.

Du Plessis commands
respect, says Kohli

Mumbai, Mar 22 (PTI):

Newly-appointed fast
bowling coach Lasith
Malinga feels Rajasthan
Royals have a fantastic
pace attack with a good
mix of experienced inter-
national players, genuine
Indian quicks and young-
sters.

Malinga, who took 546
wickets in 340 internation-
al matches across three for-
mats for Sri Lanka and also
led the country to the 2014
ICC T20 World Cup tri-
umph, has been roped in by
the Royals as their new fast
bowling coach ahead of
IPL-15. "I think we have a
fantastic pace attack.
You've got experienced

overseas players like Boult
and Coulter-Nile, with
whom I've worked before,"
Malinga was quoted as say-
ing in a media release.

"Then we've got genuine
Indian fast bowlers in

Prasidh (Krishna) and
(Navdeep) Saini, who have
proven themselves at the
highest level, and some
new faces in Anunay
Singh, Kuldeep Sen and
Kuldip Yadav. "In T20 crick-

et, I think little margins re-
ally matter, and I'm here to
guide them to deliver their
best in all situations," he
added.

Talking about joining
the new franchise, the 38-
year-old, who is also IPL's
highest wicket-taker, said
he's enjoying his new role.

"It is certainly a new
thing for me to get into
coaching and pass on my
experience to the younger
players. I have played this
role before with Mumbai,
and now I'm delighted to be
working with Rajasthan
Royals. It is a new place for
me, but I'm enjoying my
role so far working with
such a talented group of
bowlers."

New Delhi, Mar 22 (PTI):

Indian badmiton star
Lakshya Sen's silver
medal winning feat at the
All England Badminton
Championships helped
him break into the top 10
of the latest BWF World
Ranking on Tuesday.

The 20-year-old from
Uttarakhand, who became
only the fifth Indian ever
to reach the summit clash

of All England
Championships, improved
two places to become
world number 9 with
74,786 points, surpassing
reigning world champion
Loh Kean Yew of
Singapore.

Sen had suffered a
heartbreaking straight-
game loss to Olympic
champion and world No. 1
Viktor Axelsen of
Denmark on Sunday.

Sen breaks into world’s top 10Rajasthan Royals have fantastic pace
attack: fast bowling coach Malinga

Lasith Malinga and Prasidh Krishna have a chat.



‘Scrap civil aviation ministry to 
create holistic transport ministry’

New Delhi, Mar 22 (PTI): 

TMC MP Mahua Moitra
on Wednesday demanded
that the civil aviation min-
istry be scrapped and
merged to create a holistic
ministry for transport as it
was no longer in the busi-
ness of running a national
airline.

Participating in the dis-
cussion in Lok Sabha on
the demand for grants of
the civil aviation ministry,
she said that with the pri-
vatisation of Air India last
month there was no point
in discussing that as it was
already a "fait accompli"
and "we need to move on".

"We can only hope that
this government has put in

enough rules and reason-
able processes for aircraft
to be made available from
the private sector for emer-
gencies as and when re-
quired by the government
of India, as we have seen in
the case of Ukraine and
many others in the last few
years," she said. Moitra

pointed out that since 2014,
Air India formed 60-95 per
cent of the civil aviation
ministry's budget.

The sale of Air India, ba-
sically an airline that cost
the exchequer about Rs
120,000 crore in the past 10
years due to "gross mis-
management", is being
now lauded as a landmark
success, she said, slam-
ming the government.

Pointing to the decrease
in the amount for regional
connectivity scheme
UDAN scheme and the Air
India privatisation, she
asked that with a "paltry"
budget expenditure of Rs
1,240 crore what is the need
for a separate ministry of
civil aviation.

Indore drenches in colours as ‘gair’
yatra takes place after 2 years

Indore, Mar 22 (PTI): 

After a gap of two years,
the traditional 'gair or faag'
yatra was taken out in
Indore on the occasion of
Rang Panchmi on Tuesday
by revellers in a grand
manner amidst showers of
water colours and gulal.

The much-awaited event,
celebrated a few days after
Holi, remained suspended
for the last two years be-
cause of coronavirus, but
this year, as the cases
dropped and the third wave
waned, the festival was
back with gusto.

In the backdrop of vast
improvement in the coron-
avirus situation, Madhya
Pradesh chief minister

Shivraj Singh Chouhan
has urged people to cele-
brate festivals with full en-
thusiasm. The Rang

Panchmi 'gair' (a tanker
showering water colours
on people through a pipe
connected with a pump)

started from different
areas of the city and
reached Rajbada (castle of
former rulers of Indore,
Holkars) to spread colours
on revellers. A large num-
ber of people had con-
verged in the heart of the
city to watch the colourful
event.

According to local resi-
dents, the tradition of tak-
ing out 'gair' started from
the time of Holkar rulers
when members of the roy-
alty would come out to
play Holi with common
citizens. During those
days, bullock cart-mount-
ed 'gairs' were used with
colours prepared from
tesu flowers and other
herbal products.

Expedite work on Samalei
project: Odisha government 

Sambalpur, Mar 22 (PTI): 

The Odisha government
told officials to expedite
the work on redevelop-
ment of the Samaleswari
Temple, one of the most
revered shrines in the
state, so that it can be com-
pleted on time.

A high-level team, led by
Chief Secretary Suresh
Chandra Mohapatra, visit-
ed Sambalpur on Monday
to assess the progress of
the Samaleswari Temple
Area Management and
Local Economy Initiatives
(Samalei) Scheme.

Under the project, trans-
formative improvement of
the Samaleswari Temple
in western Odisha, will be
carried out on the lines of
the Jagannath Temple in

Puri and the Lingaraj
Temple in Bhubaneswar.
The redevelopment in-
cludes beautification and
peripheral development of
the temple, heritage corri-
dor, state-of-the-art ameni-
ties and the Mahanadi
riverfront development.

The delegation reviewed
the construction work on
the resettlement colony in
Durgapali, where people
who will be displaced due
to the implementation of
the scheme will be rehabil-
itated. The Odisha govern-
ment is providing all the
amenities for the affected
people there, the Chief
Minister's Office said.

The team talked to the
officials of the Odisha
Bridge and Construction
Corporation (OBCC),

which is implementing the
project. They directed the
firm to expedite the work
for the timely completion
of the project, which will
offer a "divine experience"
to the devotees and give a
boost to the local economy,
according to the CMO.

The board of the 16th-
century shrine, discussed
with the team regarding
the implementation of the
Rs 200-crore project, which
is expected to be complet-
ed by next year.

The land acquisition
process is underway by
the district administration
now, an OBCC official
said. The Samaleswari
Temple was constructed
by Balram Dev, the first
Chouhan king of
Sambalpur.

New Delhi, Mar 22 (PTI): 

The government on
Tuesday approved the ex-
tension of applicability of
the 'New Investment
Policy-2012' for three up-
coming units of Hindustan
Urvarak & Rasayan Ltd
(HURL) at Gorakhpur,
Sindri and Barauni. The
government had an-
nounced the New
Investment Policy (NIP) -
2012 in January, 2013 and
its amendment in October,
2014 to facilitate fresh in-
vestment in the urea sector
and to make India self-suf-
ficient.

"The Cabinet Committee
on Economic Affairs,
chaired by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, has given
approval for the proposal of
the Department of
Fertilisers for extension of

applicability of New
Investment Policy (NIP)-
2012" for these three units
of HURL, an official state-
ment said.

HURL, incorporated in
June, 2016, is a joint ven-
ture of Coal India Ltd,
NTPC and Indian Oil
Corporation. It is reviving
the erstwhile Gorakhpur
and Sindri Units of FCIL
and Barauni Unit of GFCL
by setting up new gas
based urea plants with an
installed capacity of 12.7
lakh tonnes per annum
each. The cost of the three
HURL urea projects is Rs
25,120 crore. GAIL is sup-
plying natural gas to these
three units.

The commissioning of
the three units will add
38.1 lakh tonnes per
annum urea production in
the country. The project

will not only improve the
availability of fertiliser to
farmers but also give a
boost to the economy in
the region including devel-
opment of infrastructure
like roads, railways, ancil-
lary industry etc. besides
ensuring food security to
the nation.

These three facilities
aim to meet the demand for
urea in seven states -- Uttar
Pradesh, Bihar,
Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh,
Madhya Pradesh, West
Bengal and Odisha. All
three HURL units have var-
ious unique features like
blast-proof control room
equipped with DCS (dis-
tributed control system),
ESD (emergency shutdown
system) and environment
monitoring systems. There
is no offsite waste water
disposal in these plants.

Pune, Mar 22 (PTI): 

The National Defence
Academy (NDA), the pres-
tigious military training
institute of the country, is
geared up to train the first
batch of girl cadets with
effect from this June, a de-
fence release said, adding
that the training will
largely be gender-neutral
except some aspects of
physical training which
may entail certain
changes.

As part of the prepara-
tions, one of the
squadrons has been identi-
fied for the stay of girl
cadets and existing infra-
structure is being aug-
mented.

Akin to their male coun-
terparts, girls of the age
group 16-and-half to 19

years will undergo three
years of military training
after successfully clearing
the UPSC-NDA written
exam, Services Selection
Board (SSB) interviews
and medicals, the release
said on Tuesday.

A total of 19 vacancies-
10 for the Army, 6 for the
Air Force and 3 for the
Indian Navy- have been al-
lotted by the respective
service headquarters for
the first batch of girls at
the NDA, it said.

The training objective at
the NDA shall continue to
remain as the centre of ex-
cellence for producing mil-
itary leaders equipped
with professional, moral
and physical attributes re-
quired for leading the
troops to victory in the fu-
ture battlefields, it stated.

With minimum changes
to the existing curricu-
lum, the training in aca-
demics, drill, outdoor
training, etc. will be con-
ducted in a gender-neutral
manner.

However, owing to phys-
iological differences be-
tween male and female
cadets, the aspect of physi-
cal training may entail
certain changes in the
training of girl cadets, the
release said.

The dedicated support
staff will be provided for
facilitating the training of
girl cadets, it said, adding
that a majority of training
activities shall be conduct-
ed jointly keeping their
employability in mind,
wherein the women offi-
cers are required to com-
mand the troops of men.

Similar training
methodology already ex-
ists in other pre-commis-
sioning training acade-
mies like the OTA
Chennai, INA Ezhimala,
and AFA Hyderabad.

For the stay of girl
cadets, one of the
squadrons has been identi-
fied and is being refur-
bished with amenities and
requirements specific for
their training. Actions are
underway to augment the
existing infrastructure,
the release said.

Requisite modifications
will also be undertaken to
conform to gender-specific
lifestyle requirements.
Whereas in the long term,
a separate squadron is
being envisaged exclusive-
ly for girl cadets, the re-
lease said.
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Devotees shower flower petals on artists dressed as Lord Krishna and Goddess Radha in celebration of the festival
of Rang Panchami, in Bhopal, Tuesday.

RANG PANCHAMI CELEBRATION

Citizens holding placards participate in a rally demanding to save water bodies on the occasion of World Water Day,
in Kolkata, Tuesday.

AWARENESS CAMPAIGN

NDA gears up to train 
first batch of girl cadets

‘Need to develop
30-40 greenfield

airports’

New Delhi, March 22
(PTI): BJP member
Rajiv Pratap Rudy on
Tuesday made a strong
case for developing 30-
40 greenfield airports
in the country to cater
to the requirement of
ever increasing num-
ber of air passengers.

Participating in the
discussion on de-
mands for grants for
the Civil Aviation
Ministry in the Lok
Sabha, he said that up-
grading existing air-
ports and using de-
fence enclaves for civil
aviation "is not the fu-
ture."

Former Civil
Aviation Minister
Rudy said the capacity
of existing airports or
brown field airports
cannot be increased
beyond a point even
after incurring huge
expenditure.

Similarly, the air-
ports at defence en-
claves cannot be up-
graded as air force
planes do not need
CAT-3 or night landing
facilities which are es-
sential for operating
large civilian aircraft.

He asked the govern-
ment to expedite devel-
opment of a new air-
port at Patna and focus
on "developing 25, 30 or
40 greenfield airports
in the country."

HURL's 3 Fertiliser Plants

‘Govt extends applicability of 
New Investment Policy-2012’

New Delhi, Mar 22 (PTI): 

Mere breach of contract
is not in itself a criminal of-
fence and gives rise to the
civil liability of damages,
the Supreme Court said on
Tuesday. A bench of
Justices S A Nazeer and
Krishna Murari said the
distinction between mere
breach of contract and
cheating, which is a crimi-
nal offence, is a fine one.

"There can be no doubt
that a mere breach of con-
tract is not in itself a crimi-
nal offence and gives rise to
the civil liability of dam-
ages. "While breach of con-
tract cannot give rise to
criminal prosecution for
cheating, fraudulent or dis-
honest intention is the
basis of the offence of

cheating," the bench said.
The top court made these

observations while hearing
an appeal filed by the
Managing Director and the
Directors of a company
challenging an order of the
Calcutta high court which
refused to quash proceed-
ings against them in a case
of cheating and criminal
breach of trust. In January
2008, respondent no. 2, an
authorised representative
of SMC Global Securities
Ltd, Delhi desired to make
an investment on its behalf
with the appellants. It was
mutually decided between
the parties that Respondent
No. 2 will invest an amount
of Rs. 2.5 crore with the
company in lieu of which
they will be issued 2,50,000
equity shares of Priknit

Apparel Pvt. Ltd.
Subsequently, Respondent
No. 2 filed their share appli-
cation form along with the
cheque of Rs. 2.5 crore.
Later, an allotment letter
was issued in favour of
Respondent No. 2 whereby
2,50,000 shares were issued
in lieu of the investment
made by him. Having failed
to bring the I.P.O as per the
memorandum of under-
standing, Respondent No. 2
issued a legal notice dated
to the appellants, who duly
replied to the legal notice
denying all the allegations
contained in the legal no-
tice. Later, a criminal case
was filed against the appel-
lants. The top court said
that in the case at hand, the
complaint filed by the
Respondent No. 2 does not

disclose dishonest or fraud-
ulent intentions of the ap-
pellants. "Having gone
through the complaint/FIR
and even the charge sheet,
it cannot be said that the
averments in the FIR and
the allegations in the com-
plaint against the appellant
constitute an offence under
Section 405 (Criminal
breach of trust.) & 420
(cheating) of Indian Penal
Code, 1860.

"Even in a case where al-
legations are made in re-
gard to failure on the part of
the accused to keep his
promise, in the absence of a
culpable intention at the
time of making the promise
being absent, no offence
under Section 420 IPC can
be said to have been made
out," the bench said.

Mere breach of contract not
criminal offence: SC

Rajiv Pratap Rudy

People play with colours during a procession in celebration 
of the festival of Rang Panchami, in Indore, Tuesday.

Oppn seeks to
punch holes in
UDAN scheme

New Delhi, Mar 22 (PTI):
The Opposition on Tuesday
sought to punch holes in the
government's regional con-
nectivity scheme UDAN
claiming that less than 50 per
cent routes awarded under
the marquee initiative were
operational and only a frac-
tion were functioning with-
out subsidy. Initiating a dis-
cussion in Lok Sabha on the
demand for grants of the civil
aviation ministry, Congress
member Ravneet Singh Bittu
said only 405 routes out of the
948 awarded by the Airports
Authority of India (AAI)
since October 2016 were oper-
ational as on December 2021.
Bittu also voiced concern
over the budgetary cuts for
Directorate of Civil Aviation
(DGCA), Bureau of Civil
Aviation Security (BCAS)
and the Aircraft Accident
Investigation Board (AAIB).



Rejected
LLuucckknnooww::  Nomination
papers of two Samajwadi
Party candidates for the
elections to the Legislative
Council were rejected dur-
ing the scrutiny on
Tuesday, paving the way
for the unopposed victory
of BJP nominees. The nom-
ination papers of Udayvir
Singh and Rakesh Yadav
besides that of an inde-
pendent were rejected
during the scrutiny, offi-
cials said. 

Denied
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: A court here on
Tuesday rejected the bail
plea of Mohd. Saleem
Khan in connection with a
case related to alleged
larger conspiracy into the
2020 north-east Delhi riots,
lodged under stringent
UAPA, while deferring the
order on bail application of
Sharjeel Imam for March
26. Additional Sessions
Judge Amitabh Rawat said
the ground was not enough
to grant the relief to Khan.

Resign
NNeeww  DDeellhhii::  Samajwadi
Party chief Akhilesh Yadav
on Tuesday resigned as the
member of Lok Sabha from
Azamgarh constituency,
deciding to retain the
Karhal assembly seat he
won in the recently held
Uttar Pradesh polls. By
quitting as a Lok Sabha
member, Yadav has made
it clear that he would now
concentrate on state poli-
tics. Yadav met Lok Sabha
Speaker Om Birla in
Parliament House to put in
his papers. 

Shot at 
DDiipphhuu:: A 54-year-old man,
who was accused of rap-
ing two minor sisters,
was shot at by police
when he allegedly tried
to escape from custody in
Assam's Karbi Anglong
district, a senior officer
claimed on Tuesday. The
person was absconding
and apprehended on
Monday, he said. 

Attached
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: The ED on
Tuesday said it has
attached assets worth Rs
6.45 crore of a company
owned by the brother-in-
law of Maharashtra Chief
Minister Uddhav
Thackeray in connection
with a money laundering
investigation. The
Enforcement Directorate
said in a statement that it
has issued a provisional
order under the Prevention
of Money Laundering Act
(PMLA) to attach 11 resi-
dential flats in Neelambari
project, located in Thane
near Mumbai, of Shree
Saibaba Grihanirmiti
Private Limited. 
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Chief Minister Nitish Kumar
with balloons during the 

inauguration of the 110th Bihar
Diwas function, at Gandhi
Maidan, in Patna, Tuesday.
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Rajnandgaon, Mar 22: 

Khairagarh Block
Congress Committee(BCC)
chief Yashoda Verma will
contest the April 12 bypoll to
the Khairagarh assembly
constituency in
Chhattisgarh on the ruling
party's ticket, a spokesper-
son said on Tuesday.

The Khairagarh seat fell
vacant after the death of sit-
ting Janata Congress
Chhattisgarh (J) MLA
Devvrat Singh in November
last year. Verma's name was
approved for the bypoll by
Congress president Sonia
Gandhi, the spokesperson
said. Verma comes from the
Lodhi community which
has a considerable presence
in the constituency located
in the Rajnandgaon district.

She had served as a mem-
ber of the Rajnandgaon Zila
Panchayat in the past.

Speaking to mediaper-
sons, she exuded confidence
about winning the by-elec-
tion. The opposition BJP
and JCC (J) are yet to an-
nounce their candidates for
the electoral contest for

which the last day of filing
of nominations is March 24.

Polling will be held on
April 12 and votes will be
counted on April 16.

Devvrat Singh, who rep-
resented the Khairagarh as-
sembly segment four times,
belonged to the erstwhile
royal family of Khairagarh.
He was first elected as a leg-
islator in 1995 on a Congress
ticket.

In December 2017, he quit
the Congress and later
joined the late Ajit Jogi's
Janata Congress
Chhattisgarh (J) party.
Singh contested the last as-
sembly election (2018) on a
JCC (J) ticket and became
MLA for the fourth time
from Khairagarh.

New Delhi, Mar 22 (PTI): 

More than Rs 4,350 crore
has been transferred to inel-
igible beneficiaries under
the PM-KISAN scheme and
an advisory has been issued
to states for getting refunds,
the government said on
Tuesday.

The Pradhan Mantri
Kisan Samman Nidhi
Yojana (PM-KISAN), which
was announced in February
2019, is a central scheme
that aims at providing fi-
nancial assistance to land-
holding farmer families,
subject to certain exclusion
criteria, to enable them to
take care of expenses relat-

ed to agriculture and allied
activities as well as domes-
tic needs. Under the
scheme, an amount of Rs
6,000 per year is transferred
in three four-monthly in-
stallments of Rs 2,000 di-
rectly into the bank ac-
counts of the farmers. In
reply to a written question
in Lok Sabha, Agriculture
Minister Narendra Singh
Tomar said, "an amount of
more than Rs 4,352.49 crore
which is 2 per cent of the
total amount transferred to
all the beneficiaries has
been reported to have been
transferred to ineligible
beneficiaries". He was re-
plying to a query on
"whether it is a fact that
over Rs 2,500 crore of PM-
KISAN scheme funds were
transferred to ineligible

beneficiaries". Tomar said
an SOP has been devised
and circulated to states for
getting refund from ineligi-
ble beneficiaries and return
of funds to the government.

"Besides, a facility has
been created on the web-
portal through which any
individual farmer can re-
fund the money through
NTRP system. So far, an
amount of Rs 296.67 crore
has been recovered from in-
eligible beneficiaries,"
Tomar said.

The ministry informed
that the eligibility of farm-
ers was initially based on
their self-declaration and
after verification of their
details by State/UTs. Also
only essential fields were
made mandatory for regis-
tration.

New Delhi, Mar 22 (PTI): 

The Union Cabinet on
Tuesday gave its nod to a
bill to merge the three mu-
nicipal corporations in
Delhi, a move that is likely
to escalate the ongoing po-
litical tussle between the
BJP and the AAP ahead of
the high-stakes civic polls.

The Delhi Municipal
C o r p o r a t i o n
(Amendment) Bill is likely
to be introduced in the on-
going Budget session of
Parliament, sources in the
government said.

The unified municipal
corporation, the sources
said, will be a well-
equipped entity for opti-
mum and even utilisation
of financial resources
which will reduce mount-
ing liabilities, expenditure
on the functioning of the
three municipal corpora-
tions and improve the

civic services of the na-
tional capital.

Some more amend-
ments have also been
cleared in the principal
Act of 1957 to ensure more
robust delivery architec-
ture for greater trans-
parency, improved gover-
nance and more efficient
delivery of civic services
for the people of Delhi,
they said.

The amendment pro-
vides for a unified munici-
pal corporation of Delhi
by subsuming the existing
three corporations.

The erstwhile Delhi
Municipal Corporation
was trifurcated into three
municipal corporations -
South Delhi Municipal
Corporation (SDMC),
North Delhi Municipal
Corporation (NDMC), and
East Delhi Municipal
Corporation (EDMC) in
2011.

New Delhi, Mar 22 (PTI): 

Days after meeting
Ghulam Nabi Azad,
Congress president Sonia
Gandhi on Tuesday met
some more leaders of the G-
23 grouping including
Anand Sharma and Manish
Tewari at her residence and
held discussions on resolv-
ing internal party issues.

It is learnt that during
the meeting, the leaders
suggested ways to strength-
en the party and revive it to
help take on the BJP in the
next round of elections.

According to the party
sources, Gandhi is likely to
meet some more leaders of
the G-23 in the coming days.

Tuesday's interaction
was part of the series of
meetings that the Congress
top leadership is having
with some of the leaders
who have raised critical or-
ganisational issues and

have suggested measures to
revamp the party.

These meetings are being
held amidst indications
that some of the G-23 lead-
ers may be accommodated
in the Congress Working
Committee or a new body
like the Parliamentary
Board, which will be re-
sponsible for all policy deci-
sions including finalising
chief ministerial candi-
dates and tie-ups with like-
minded parties in states.

The group is also report-
edly seeking the ouster of
some Rahul Gandhi loyal-
ists from key AICC posi-
tions and top on their target
are AICC general secretary
Organisation KC
Venugopal, chief
spokesperson Randeep
Surjewala and general sec-
retary Ajay Maken. Sources
said one or more may be
shifted to placate the dissi-
dent group.

Balodabazar, Mar 22: 

The partially decom-
posed bodies of two minor
boys were found in a field
at a village in
C h h a t t i s g a r h ' s
Balodabazar district on
Tuesday, two days after
they went missing from
outside their houses, police
said. The deceased boys
aged 7 and 8 were neigh-
bours from Chakarbai vil-
lage, Kasdol Station House
Officer (SHO) Ashish
Rajput said.

The duo went missing on
March 20 when they were
playing outside their houses
in the village, he said. As
they did not return till
Sunday late at night, their
parents launched a search.
On Monday, police were in-
formed and a missing case
was registered, Rajput
added. Their partially de-
composed bodies were
found this morning in farm-
land in Kharve village, 3 km
from Chakarbai village, the
SHO said. The exact cause
of the death will be known
after the postmortem ex-
amination, he said. A case
was registered under the
Indian Penal Code (IPC),
Rajput said.

New Delhi, Mar 22 (PTI): 

Petrol and diesel prices
were on Tuesday hiked by 80
paise a litre each while do-
mestic cooking gas LPG
rates were increased by Rs 50
per cylinder as state oil firms
ended an over four-and-a-half
month election-related hia-
tus in rate revision.

Petrol in Delhi will now
cost Rs 96.21 per litre as
against Rs 95.41 previously
while diesel rates have gone
up from Rs 86.67 per litre to
Rs 87.47, according to a price
notification of state-owned
fuel retailers. In Mumbai, the
petrol price has been hiked

by Rs 0.84 per litre to Rs
110.82 per litre, and diesel by
Rs 0.86 to Rs 95 per litre.

The rates, which differ
from state to state depending
on the incidence of local
taxes such as VAT, are likely
to continue to rise over the
next few days as state oil
firms recoup losses from
keeping prices on hold for a
record 137 days. According to

CRISIL Research, a hike of
Rs 15-20 per litre is required
to fully pass through a USD
30 per barrel increase in the
cost of raw material (crude
oil).

Simultaneously, the price
of non-subsidised LPG cylin-
ders has been increased to Rs
949.50 per 14.2-kg bottle in the
national capital and
Mumbai, and to Rs 976 in
Kolkata.

While LPG rates were last
revised on October 6, 2021,
petrol and diesel prices had
been on a freeze since
November 4 as five states, in-
cluding Uttar Pradesh and
Punjab, went to the polls.

LPG prices had gone up by
close to Rs 100 per cylinder
between July and October 6,
2021, before criticism halted

the monthly revision in
rates. Non-subsidised cook-
ing gas is the one that con-
sumers buy after exhausting
their quota of 12 cylinders at
subsidised or below market
price. However, the govern-
ment pays no subsidy on
LPG in most cities and the
price of the refill that con-
sumers, including the poor
women who got free connec-
tion under the much-talked
Ujjwala scheme, buy is the
same as non-subsidised or
market price LPG.

This is the highest rate
ever that subsidised LPG
users will pay. The non-sub-
sidised rate had peaked at Rs
1,241 in January 2014, but at
that time, the government
provided as much as Rs 600
per cylinder subsidy.

Ranchi, Mar 22 (PTI): 

Incarcerated Rashtriya
Janata Dal (RJD) supremo
Lalu Prasad's health condi-
tion has deteriorated and
he has been shifted to
AIIMS, New Delhi for better
treatment, officials said on
Tuesday.

A medical board of the
Rajendra Institute of
Medical Sciences (RIMS)
here referred him to AIIMS
New Delhi, they said.

"RJD chief Lalu Prasad
has been taken to Delhi in
an air ambulance," Ranchi's
Birsa Munda Airport

Director Vinod Sharma told
PTI.

Dr Vidyapati, who heads
a seven-member team of
doctors formed by RIMS to
treat Prasad, earlier said,

"The medical board has rec-
ommended that Prasad be
referred to AIIMS New
Delhi as his condition has
deteriorated."

Prasad was sentenced by
a special CBI court to five
years imprisonment and
slapped with a fine of Rs 60
lakh on February 21 after
being convicted in the em-
bezzlement of Rs 139 crore
from Doranda treasury in
the fodder scam.

The court had convicted
Prasad on February 15 and
pronounced the quantum of
the sentence after virtually
hearing the arguments.

HORRIFYING VIOLENCE

Eight charred bodies
found in Birbhum

Rampurhat, Mar 22 (PTI):

Eight persons, including
two children, died in the
early hours of Tuesday after
their houses were gutted in
a fire at Rampurhat in West
Bengal's Birbhum district,
police said.

The incident took place
hours after the murder of a
Trinamool Congress pan-
chayat leader on Monday,
DGP Manoj Malaviya told
reporters in Kolkata.
Malaviya said seven
charred bodies were recov-
ered from one of the burnt
houses, while one injured
person died in hospital.
Eleven people have been ar-
rested in connection with
the incident, he said. The
top police officer said TMC
panchayat deputy chief of
Barshal village, Bhadu
Sheikh, was murdered

around 8.30 pm on Monday.
Shortly after the murder, at
least eight houses were al-
legedly set on fire in Bogtui
village situated on the out-
skirts of Rampurhat town,
which some claimed was in
retaliation to the killing.
The situation is now under
control and a police picket
has been established in the
village since last night. We
are investigating how the
houses caught fire and
whether the incident is re-
lated to the death of the
TMC panchayat leader,
which appears to be due to a
deep-rooted personal enmi-
ty, he said. Asked about
claims by some fire brigade
officials that 10 bodies were
found, the top police officer
clarified while seven of
them were recovered after
the blaze was brought under
control, three injured per-
sons were rescued of whom
one died in a hospital.

11 arrested

The Union Home Ministry on Tuesday sought a report from the West
Bengal government after eight people were found burnt to death in
Birbhum district, officials said. The move came after a nine-member
delegation of BJP MPs from West Bengal met Union Home Minister
Amit Shah and sought his intervention and action against the perpetra-
tors of the crime. In a communication, the ministry asked the West
Bengal government to maintain law and order and ensure security of
common people in view of the killings, officials said. 

West Bengal Governor Jagdeep Dhankhar strongly condemned the vio-
lence in the state's Birbhum district, saying human rights have been
"decimated" and rule of law has "capsised". Offering condolence to
the families of those who lost their lives, the Governor said that the
state is in a "grip of violence culture and lawlessness". He said that he
was pained and disturbed at the "horrifying barbarity" at Rampurhat in
Birbhum, where eight people were burnt to death after a mob alleged-
ly set houses on fire following the killing of Trinamool Congress leader

Bahadur Shaikh. 

MHA seeks report from state govt

Arson Orgy: Guv

Two missing
boys found dead

Khairagarh Assembly Bypoll

BCC chief Yashoda Verma
is Congress nominee

Cabinet nod to merger of 
3 Delhi municipal corporations

PM-KISAN Scheme

‘Over Rs 4,350 cr transferred
to ineligible beneficiaries’

Advisory issued to
states for refunds

After Azad, Sonia meets G-23’s
Anand Sharma, Manish Tiwari

TRADITION AND FAITH

Devotees gather to hoist the flag as Jhanda Mela begins at Shri Guru Ram Rai Darbar
Sahib, in Dehradun, Tuesday.

LPG at record high after Rs 50 rise
Petrol, diesel price
hiked by 80 paise

Lalu’s health condition deteriorates,
shifted to AIIMS New Delhi

Islamabad, Mar 22 (PTI):

Pakistan Prime Minister Imran
Khan on Tuesday again raked
up the Kashmir issue at the
Organisation of Islamic
Cooperation (OIC) foreign min-
isters' meeting here, saying the
57-member body has not been

able to make any impact at all
as it's a "divided house".
Khan's comments came at a
time when he is facing the
toughest political test since
assuming office in 2018 as a no-
confidence motion has been
introduced by the opposition
parties against his government.
"We have failed both the people
of Palestine and Kashmir,"
Khan said in his keynote
address at the 48th Council of
Foreign Ministers of the OIC at
the Parliament House here as
he sought to raise the issues of
Palestine and Kashmir in the
same breath.

OIC FOREIGN MINISTERS’ MEETING

Pakistan again rakes
up Kashmir issue Lucknow, Mar 22 (PTI): 

The stage is set for a
grand swearing-in ceremo-
ny of the second Yogi
Adityanath government in
Uttar Pradesh at the sprawl-
ing Atal Bihari Vajpayee
Ikana stadium in the state
capital on March 25.

According to sources, an
all important meeting of
the BJP legislature party to
elect its leader will be held
Thursday evening, in which
Union Union Home minis-
ter Amit Shah and former
Chief Minister of
Jharkhand Raghubar Das
will take part as observer

and co-observer. The for-
mality of electing Yogi
Adityanath as the new chief
minister will be done in the
meeting, they said on
Tuesday. Shah will also de-
liberate on the constitution
of the ministry in the meet-
ing with the newly elected
MLAs, they said.

On Monday, state unit
president of the party
Swatantra Dev Singh and
general secretary (organisa-
tion) Sunil Bansal had held
a meeting with party office
bearers, during which they
were assigned with respon-
sibilities for the swearing-in
ceremony.

Stage set for grand swearing-in
ceremony for second Yogi Govt
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Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Mar 22: The 2nd
Inter Departmental Senior
Women's National Hockey
Championship 2022 is
scheduled to be held from
March 23-30, 2022 at
National Stadium, New
Delhi under the aegis of
Hockey India. The Steel
Plants Sports Board Senior
Women's Hockey Team will
be participating in the said
championship and compet-
ing against Railway Sports
Promotion Board, Sports
Authority of India,
Sashastra Seema Bal, UCO
Bank Women's Hockey
Academy and All India
Police Sports Control
Board.

Selection trials for for-
mation of SPSB Team were
held on March 16 at Pant
Stadium wherein 18 play-
ers were shortlisted and
coaching camp was con-
ducted at Bhilai from
March 17 to 20 March 2022.

The players who will be
representing SPSB in the
said championship are
Pooja Bhatt, Mamta Bhatt,
Kajal Rathore, Devshree,
Anuradha, Payal, Manisha
Dhawal, Shivangi, Dipti,
Pooja, Jyoti, Arti Kashyap,
Mayuri Rai, Karishma,
Anima, Ekta, Radha Negi
and Kushboo. The Coach of
the team is Sudarshan
Singh, NIS Hockey Coach
and Advisor, Sports, SAIL
and Manager of the team is

Dennis Christy, Asstt
Manager (Personnel), BSP.

On the other hand, the
SPSB Inter Steel Plant
Hockey Championship 2022
is scheduled to be held from
at Jamshedpur under the
aegis of SPSB and is being
organized by TATA Steel.
Bhilai Steel Plant Men's

Hockey Team will be par-
ticipating in the said cham-
pionship and competing
against the following teams
of the nation:-Rourkela
Steel Plant, TATA Steel,
RINL, Visakhapatnam.

The players who will be
representing SPSB in the
said championship are as

under:- Mohd Aslam, T
Kujur, GC Jain, Naresh
Sinha (BSP Players),
Chumman, Fanish,
Toufique Ahmed, Sukhdev,
Kartik, Arjun, Khushal,
Praveen, Aditya Netam,
Vishnu, Khogeshwar Bagh
&  Aditya (local Youth).

The Coach of the team is
Ajitesh Masih and
Manager of the team is
Nitin Singh Kashyap.
Sahee Ram Jakhar, DGM
(S,C&CA), Abhijit
Bhowmik, Asstt Manager
(S,C&CA) and Shri Dennis
Christy, Asstt. Manager
(Personnel) and Secretary,
BSP Hockey wished the
team good luck for partici-
pation in the said champi-
onship.

Padda honoured with
Innovative Farmer Award

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Mar 22: Pusa
Krishi Vigyan Mela 2022
was organized by the
Indian Agricultural
Research Institute, New
Delhi during March 09 to 11.
In this fair, the achievement
of farmers of different
states was displayed. Durg
based Rajinder Singh
Padda was the only farmer
from Chhattisgarh state
who was honoured during
this event.

He was honoured with
the Innovative Farmer
Award for his significant
contribution in the field of
agriculture and allied ac-
tivities. He has been pro-
ducing Napier grass on a
large scale for cattle fodder.
He received this honor
from BS Tomar (Joint
Director, Extension), JPS
Dabas (I/c CATAT) and AK

Singh (Director) during the
Pusa Krishi Vigyan Mela
2022. While addressing
media persons here at
Supela on Tuesday, Padda
informed that he has in-
creased per acre produc-
tion of Napier grass and
Berseem grass from 70
tonnes to 100 tonnes per
year. He cultivates Napier
Grass and Berseem Grass
in 200 acres of farms in
Jeorasirsa, Kachandur. He
said that normally only 70

tonnes is produced, but he
is practicing organic farm-
ing and has increased the
yield up to 100 tonnes with-
out using chemical fertiliz-
ers. Apart from this, he
runs a dairy farm and is
also engaged in fisheries.
Padda added that he has a
contract of supplying 5000
tonnes of fodder to a milk
processing establishment.

He is producing Napier
Grass and Berseem Grass
for this purpose. He has cre-
ated this record by produc-
ing 100 tonnes per acre ris-
ing above the average of 70
tonnes. Padda is a qualified
engineer and is using state-
of-the-art machines in farm-
ing. The grass produced
here is also being sent to
Raipur, Dharmajaygarh and
Rajnandgaon. He said that
the demand for cattle fodder
is very high but the produc-
tion is very low in the state.

BJP Corporators dump garbage at
BMC's main gate; stage demonstration

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Mar 22: Alleging
corruption and discrimi-
nation in the city sanita-
tion services, the
Corporators or Bharatiya
Janata Party on Tuesday
staged demonstration at
BMC Head Quarters.
Ward 38 Corporator
Piyush Mishra accompa-
nied by Ward 53
Corporator Shakuntala
Sahu, Ward 58 Corporator
Ishwari and others staged
a demonstration. They
dumped a rickshaw full of
garbage at the main gate of
the Corporation
Headquarters.

Piyush said that the
wards of BJP Corporators
are suffering discrimina-
tion over cleanliness serv-
ices and other develop-
ment works. If any em-

ployee responds to the
complaint made by BJP
Corporator, he is trans-
ferred to some other place
or is illegally retrenched.

Mishra further alleged
that the sanitation work-
ers are being engaged in
the plot purchased by the
elder brother of Bhilai
MLA. A number of em-
ployees have been de-
ployed at MLA's residence

in Sector-5 as well as the
Housing Board Colony.
Apart from this, BMC's
Health Officer to the Zone
Sanitary Inspector have
no control over the cleanli-
ness workers. The sanita-
tion workers are working
like the private staff of
some people. Piyush fur-
ther alleged that the num-
ber of employees is being
gradually reduced and the

leaders are busy in gener-
ating income through un-
fair means. The rickshaws
and vehicles used for
cleaning works exist in di-
lapidated state, due to
which regular sanitation
works are being affected.

Piyush added that the
former General Body of
Bhilai Municipal
Corporation had ordered
an enquiry against the
sanitation agency. Now the
same agency has been
given a contract of city
sanitation which itself
proves corruption. Now,
not a single officer of BMC
is able to gather courage
and make a complaint
against the agency. BJP
Corporator Piyush Mishra
said if the BMC fails in im-
proving the city sanitation
system, they will resort to
aggressive agitation.

BSP wins laurels in AIMA
Corporate Management

Olympiad 2022
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Mar 22: Two teams
from SAIL-Bhilai Steel
Plant won laurels at the
Corporate Management
Olympiad 2022 conducted
by All India Management
Association (AIMA)  from
March 15-17, 2022 in online
mode. In the Case Study
competition module, Rajat
Sarkar, AGM SMS-III along
with Himanshu Verma,
Mgr SMS-III won the 2nd
Position winning Silver
Medal. In Business
Simulation competition,
Vikas Piprani, Sr Manager
SP-III & Ashish Agrawal,
Sr Mgr T&D won the 3rd
Position wining Bronze
Medal.

Bhilai Steel Plant had
nominated 5 teams to par-
ticipate in various events
organised under the
Olympiad. The events were
Quiz, Case study

Competition, Business
Modelling and Business
Simulation under varied
topics. This is a yearly
event conducted by AIMA
in which reputed
Corporates from Public
and Private Sectors partici-
pate to provide opportuni-
ties to their Managers to
enhance Managerial skill
and competitive zeal.

Bhilai Steel plant nomi-
nated the winner teams of
Bhilai Steel plant in vari-
ous events  of similar na-
ture organized at Plant as
well SAIL level to partici-
pate in the event. Out of
five teams, two teams won
medals in different cate-
gories.

Fake call center busted, four arrested from South Delhi
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Mar 22: With the
arrest of four fraudsters,
Police claimed to have
busted a fake call centre
which was operational in
South Delhi. The accused
targeted the elderly people
and duped them in pretext
of insurance policy settle-
ment, taxes, GST, process-
ing charges etc. Police
have recovered ATM cards
of different banks and
have sealed dozens of
bank accounts of the ac-
cused.

The accused are identi-
fied as Sajid Jaffer (29) son
of Late Ziaur Rehman a
resident of Kilokari
Village, Maharani Bagh,
South Delhi; Salim Zafar
(36) son of Late Ziaur
Rehman a resident of
Kilokari Village,
Maharani Bagh, South
Delhi; Raju Yadav (32) son
of Vijay Singh Yadav a res-
ident of Shahpurajaat,
South Delhi; and Ranjan

Kumar Yadav (30) son of
Mahesh Prasad Yadav a
resident of Taimur Nagar
extension, South Delhi.

While addressing media
persons here at the Police
Control Room on Tuesday,
SSP Badri Narayan Meena
informed that a victim
Prabhakar Rao Danikar of
Sikola Bhatha had submit-
ted a written complaint in
Mohan Nagar Police
Station. Some unidentified
people contacted him on
mobile phone and duped
about Rs 16.15 lakhs in the
pretext of an insurance
settlement.

An FIR was lodged
under sections 420, 34 of
IPC. Taking the matter
into serious cognizance,
Durg Police conducted
technical analysis of the
mobile numbers and the
transaction flow. Police
team discovered that peo-
ple were being cheated
through the Call Center .
The victim Prabhakar Rao
Danikar had received calls

from different numbers
continuously for the last
three years from the South
Delhi area. He was given
wrong information re-
garding a group insurance
of Rs 4 lakhs. The fraud-
sters were introducing
themselves as representa-
tives of CGIS (Group
Insurance Company). The
amount transferred by
Prabhakar Rao Danikar
was withdrawn from dif-
ferent places of Delhi and
the amount deposited in
the accounts of people of
Delhi.

On the basis of techni-
cal inputs, a special team
led by Inspector Jitendra
Verma (SHO, Mohan
Nagar) and Inspector
Gaurav Tiwari (in-charge
Cyber Cell) was constitut-
ed and sent to Delhi and
Uttar Pradesh for trapping
the accused. After reach-
ing Delhi, the team kept a
constant eye on the possi-
ble locations of the ac-
cused. The cops under the
guise of common people
looking for rented houses
collected information re-
garding the accused. Later,

three different teams con-
ducted raids and managed
to arrest Sajid Zafar, Salim
Zafar, Raju Yadav and
Ranjan Kumar Yadav were
arrested.

During preliminary in-
terrogation, they con-
fessed to have committed
the crime. The bank ac-
counts of the accused
were freezed in which a
total of Rs 1,56,672 has
been held.

Detailing about the
modus operandi, SSP
Badri Narayan Meena in-
formed that the accused
misused the name of
Central Government
Employees Group
Insurance Scheme (CGIS).
On the pretext of getting a
larger amount of insur-
ance final settlement, the
accused contacted the peo-
ple on various mobile
numbers.

They illegally acquired
data from private compa-
nies and duped money
from people on the pretext

of pension, maturity
amount, etc. In the prelim-
inary investigation, the ac-
cused had targeted people
of Punjab, Gujarat and
Chhattisgarh. The cyber
cell team is establishing
contact with its counter-
parts in states for collect-
ing information about the
victims.

Inspector Gaurav
Tiwari, ASI Shamit
Mishra, Head Constable
Chandrashekhar Banjeer,
Constable Javed Hussain
Khan, Vikrant Yadu from
Cyber Cell and Inspector
Jitendra Verma, Sub-
Inspector Rajiv Tiwari,
ASI Ashok Sahu, Head
Constable Santosh
Mishra, Constable Jugnu
Singh, Anup Sharma,
Rinku Soni, Upendra
Yadav, Keshav Sahu,
Pradeep Singh, Farooq
Khan and Tilleshwar
Rathor from Mohan Nagar
Police Station played vital
role in arresting the ac-
cused.

BJYM protests against deteriorating
law and order condition

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Mar 22: On
Tuesday, BJYM staged a
demonstration against the
deteriorating law and
order situation in the dis-
trict. They alleged that the
criminal incidents are on
rise but the cops are busy
imposing fines on traffic
violators instead of tight-
ening the noose on the
criminals. The demonstra-
tors led by Nitiesh Mishra
collected donations from
the general public and pre-
sented the collection box to
the SSP.

BJYM leader Nitesh
Mishra said that the listed
and habitual criminals are
roaming freely in the city.
On the other hand, the po-
lice are busy in taking ple-
nary action against the
general public for petty

traffic violations. BJYM de-
manded an immediate im-
provement of the law and
order system immediately.

They submitted a char-
ter of four demands which
includes regular mainte-
nance of traffic signals and
deployment of traffic
jawans at major traffic
junctions; increasing po-

lice patrol in residential
areas in view of increasing
criminal activities; strict
action against the ruffians
who gather at public places
and traffic junctions and
get involved in boozing and
creating troubles for other
people; and strengthening
the emergency response
system Dial 112.

Nitesh Mishra, Rahul
Parihar, P Raj, Ravi
Kashyap, Deepak Tripathi,
Rajdeep Namdev, Ritesh
Singh , Ajay Thakur,
Rajkumar, Anurag Naidu,
Vikas Singh, Wahid Raja,
Prakash Mishra, Narendra
Verma, Raj Mishra,
Somnath, Nitish Roy and
others were present.

First Budget of 
Bhilai-Chaorda

Municipal Corporation
on Mar 24

Bhilai, Mar 22: The
B h i l a i - C h a r o d a
Municipal Corporation
Mayor Nirmalkar Kosare
will be presenting his
first budget since assum-
ing office on March 24, in-
formed a press commu-
nique. All the officials of
th corporation including
C o r p o r a t i o n
Commissioner Kirtiman
Singh Rathore will be
present in the meeting
and the councilors of all
40 wards will also be
present in the general
meeting.

The Speaker Krishna
Chandrakar will preside
over the budget meeting
to be held on March 24,
2022. The budget will be
presented at 12:00 hrs.
Vikas Chandra Tripathi,
PRO, revealed this infor-
mation.

International Forest Day
celebrated in St Thomas

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Mar 22: The PG
Department of Zoology, St
Thomas College, in collab-
oration with department
of Zoology TKM college,
Kollam, Kerala, organized
a National Webinar on
"Forests and Sustainable
production and consump-
tion" to celebrate The
International Day of
Forest, on March 21, 2022.

Dr Kunhamu TK,
Professor and Head in the
Department of Silvi-cul-
ture and Agro-forestry at
College of Forestry,
Kerala Agricultural
University, Thrissur,
Kerala and Dr Utkarsh
Ghate, Director, Village
Herbs Co Ltd Madhurai &
Durg were the eminent re-
source persons in the we-
binar. While speaking on
the topic "Forest for

Ecological Resilience" Dr
Kunhamu mentioned
about the alarming car-
bon emission all over the
world and the need to in-
crease carbon sink by
planting more trees. Dr
Utkarsh Ghate spoke on
the relevance of Agro-
forestry and organic
farming for carbon neu-
trality.

Dr Chitra Gopinath,
Principal, TKM College,
Kollam, Kerala presided

over the function and Dr
J a y a s r e e
Balasubramanian, Head
Department of Zoology, St
Thomas College, wel-
comed the guests. Vote of
thanks was proposed by
Rohini Krishna, Assistant
professor, Department of
Zoology, TKM College.
The program was con-
ducted by Dr Joyamma
John, Assistant Professor,
Department of Zoology, St
Thomas College.

Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav:
CO & CCD celebrates
Swachhata Pakwada

Bhilai, Mar 22: Swachhata
Pakwada was inaugurated at
SAIL-BSP's Coke ovens and
Coal Chemical department
(CO & CCD) under banner of
'Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav'.
GA Rao, CGM (CO & CCD),
GM Incharges, GM's and
Personnel officers took the
Safety and Swachatta Oath.
GA Rao, CGM (CO & CCD) in
his address said that Safety
and cleanliness should be
brought into our daily rou-
tine. We must always strive
to improve in the field of
Safety and cleanliness, for
which regular drives are
being conducted at Coke
ovens and Coal Chemical de-
partment. BC Mandal, GM
(Safety) gave a brief about
near miss cases in CO &
CCD. Various other activi-
ties will be held at Coke
ovens and Coal Chemical de-
partment during the
Swachhata pakwada being
organised during March 16-
31, 2022.

Hockey players from city to represent 
SPSB in National Championship

Ispat Fitness Centre 
inagurated in Ispat Bhavan

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Mar 22: Ispat
Fitness Centre was inau-
gurated in Ispat Bhavan by
Director In-Charge Bhilai
Steel Plant, Anirban
Dasgupta on March 22,
2022. Set up as part of Govt
of India's Fit India
Movement, the Fitness
Centre is a well-equipped
gym with various facili-
ties to enable those work-
ing in Ispat Bhavan to take
time out for fitness. Such
slogans as Fitness@Work
and Dont Sit, Get Fit
adorned the entrance to
the Fitness Centre. It is the
first such Fitness Centre
at workplace in any SAIL
unit. A separate space for
Yoga has also been ear-

marked inside the fitness
centre.

Present on the occasion
were Manas Biswas, ED
(Mines & Rowghat), Dr SK
Issar, ED (M&HS), AK
Bhatta, ED (Projects), KK

Singh, ED (P&A), Anjani
Kumar, ED (Works), AK
Panda, CGM I/c Finance,
NK Banchor, President OA
& SEFI Chairman, other
CGMs and senior officers
of the Plant.
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WATER CRISIS

It is just start of summer season and denizens are waiting for refill from public water
tap connections and gives hint of likely crisis with sheer wastage of water in public
places and no accountability by RMC authorities in days to come.

Raipur, Mar 22:

The issues of lack of
proper displacement of 70
shopkeepers from
Oxyzone area opposite
Khalsa School was raised
in the VS by Congress
MLA Satyanarayan
Sharma and BJP MLA
Brijmohan Agrawal
through call attention mo-
tion. The Minister for
Urban Administration in
his written reply informed
the House that efforts in
this direction is being reg-
ularly taken. Congress
MLA Satyanarayan
Sharma and BJP MLA
Brijmohan Agrawal
through a call attention
motion said that 70 shops
were constructed by RMC

in front of Khalsa School,
near New Bus Stand and
through this mall shop-
keepers were earning
livelihood. But after con-
struction of Oxyzone in its
place, all these shops were
demolished on 26 Dec 2017.
Right since then in last
four years the affected
shopkeepers have not
being displaced or proper-
ly rehabilitated.

In this case Chief
Minister and urban ad-
ministration Minister
have given verbal orders
for their rehabilitation,
but so far it has not been
implemented. On 26 Nov
20121, a proposal for reha-
bilitation of the affected
shopkeepers was passed in
GBM of RMC and it was

after inspection by The
Minister for Urba
Administration, Mayor
and RMC Commissioner a
place near the ‘Haat
Bazar’, near the Avanti
Bai Chowk, in Pandri was
finalized, but thereafter no
action has been taken till
date. The affected shop-
keepers are still wander-

ing in search of rehabilita-
tion and displacement and
their shops and source of
livelihood is lying closed
for last 4 yrs and due to
which the all are facing se-
rious financial problems.

On this the Minister for
Urban Administration Dr
Shiv Kumar Daharia in
his written reply informed
the House that the affected
shopkeeper in front of
Khalsa School were in-
formed about their reha-
bilitation and displace-
ment near Best Prize Shop
in Bhanpuri and on which
the shopkeepers disagreed
and file a petition in the
High Court. The HC reject-
ed the petition saying that
if the shopkeeper agree in
shops to be provided in

Bhanpuri then next
course of action be taken.
On this the shopkeeper did
not showed any interest
and therefore no displace-
ment was done. Last on 26
Nov. in GBM of RMC, a
proposal of displacement
of these shopkeepers in
front of Crystal Aracade
at Lodhipara Chowk on
RMC land near ‘Haat
Bazar’ was approved.
Since the proposal of RMC
was not as per the guide-
lines of Mukyamantri
Swalamban Yojana and
therefore a clear-cut opin-
ion on this was sought and
after which final decision
in this regard will be taken
and the government is tak-
ing regular efforts for
their displacement.

Govt making continuous efforts for 
displacement of affected shopkeepers: Daharia

From Oxyzone in front of Khalsa School

Raipur, Mar 22:

The Vidhan Sabha
Speaker made a  declara-
tion to carry out inquiry
into payment made to
black-listed firms by ‘Beej
Nigam’ through Vidhan
Sabha’s samiti. Speaker
intervened when the
member of the
Opposition turned aggres-
sive over a question dur-
ing question-hour session
in VS here on Tuesday.
Prior to this Agriculture
Minister Ravindra
Choubey said that he does
not have any objections
over the inquiry and

added that the govern-
ment simply would not
tolerate any wrong with
the farmers.

The Leader of
Opposition in the VS
Dharamlal Kaushik rais-
ing a question during
question-hour session in
VS charged that a banned
company Trimurti was
made payment for pur-

chase of Hybrid Paddy
and maize sidelining all
the rules and regulations.
Senior BJP leader and
MLA Ajay Chandrakar
held this as a serious
issue and termed it as
sheer injustice with farm-
ers and demanded in-
quiry through VS samiti.

The Agriculture
Minister Ravindra
Choubey said that on 1
Jan 2019 to 31 Jan 2022 ,
the ‘Beej Vikas Nigam’
has not banned or de-
barred any of the
Companies. He accepted
that without DNA test, no
payment should have
been made to the
Company and added that
so far no complete pay-
ment has been made to
the Company.

House Committee to probe into 
payment to black-listed Company
 Speaker 

makes declaration
in the House

Raipur, Mar 22:

Collector Sourabh
Kumar and Senior
Superintendent of Police
Prashant Kumar Agrawal
today held a meeting of
senior officers of district
administration and police
department at the confer-
ence hall in Collectorate to
discuss measures to main-
tain peace and security in
the district. The Collector
took note ongoing agita-
tion of various associa-
tions of part-time school
teachers, contractual
workers and farmers near
Budhatalab and gave nec-
essary instructions to the

officials to maintain law
and order situation. Acting
on information about agi-
tation of Chhattisgarh
Contract Employees
Welfare Association and
Chhattisgarh Agents and
Investors Welfare
Association, the Collector
told the concerned officials
to hold talks with the rep-
resentatives of both the as-
sociations.

The Collector also dis-
cussed with the officials
the possible traffic prob-
lem during the dharnas,
demonstrations and rallies
to be organized in the cur-
rent week. He asked the
revenue and police officers

to maintain constant con-
tact with each other. He
said that common citizens
should not face any kind of
inconvenience and law and
order should also be main-
tained. He also instructed
to keep a close watch on
anti-social elements. The
meeting was also attended
by Additional District
Magistrate NR Sahu,
Additional Collectors
Gopal Verma, BB
Panchbhai and BC Sahu,
A d d i t i o n a l
Superintendent of Police
Tarkeshwar Patel, all Sub
Divisional Magistrates
(Revenue) and other senior
officers.

Collector, SSP discuss law and order Six policemen
suspended on charges

of taking bribe
KKaawwaarrddhhaa,,  MMaarr  2211:: SP Lal
Umed Singh has taken firm
action against the policemen
involved in writing of case
related to liquor smuggling and
in this has suspended  1 ASI, 2
constables and 3 jawans.
Actually on March 10, thana
Kotwali Policemen nabbed few
persons involved in illicit sell-
ing and smuggling of liquor.
Later a video of this case
became viral when the case
was written off taking some
cash from the accused. When
complaint in this regard
reached SP Lal Umed Singh,
then immediately action was
taken and  six policemen were
suspended witih immediately
effect. Among the policemen
suspended included Asst. SI
Dinesh Jharia, head constable
Sohan Verma and Sanjay Gupta
and constables Sandeep
Shukla, Sudhir Sharma, and
Hirendra Sahu of Chowki
Damapur.

Speaker announces
names for

Outstanding MLA
and journalists

RRaaiippuurr,,  MMaarr  2222::  Vidhan Sabha
Speaker Dr Charandas
Mahant has made declaration
of names for Outstanding
MLA and journalists (print
and electronic media) award
for maintaining decorum in
the House and Vidhan Sabha
reporting here on Tuesday. 

On behalf of the ruling
party, the award for
Outstanding MLA went to
Congress MLA Santram
Netam and from the
Opposition to BJP MLA Ajay
Chandrakar. Similarly from
Print Media the name of
Yashwant Dhote of daily ‘Nav
Pradesh’ was announced for
Outstanding Journalist and
from Electronic Media name
of Zulfiquar Ali for Hindi
news and award for
Outstanding Cameramen will
be presented to Shashikant
Verma (Hindi news).

Raipur, Mar 22: With the
drop in corona infection in
Chhattisgarh, now the
movement of air travelers
to and from Raipur has
also increased. It is no-
table that in the last seven
days during the festive
days, the number of air
passengers going to and
from Raipur airport has
crossed 41 thousand. At
the same time, the move-
ment of aircraft flights
from Raipur has also in-
creased. At the same time,
the schedule of flights is
also likely to change from
March 27 or 28. According
to the information re-
ceived from aviation offi-
cials, the number of air

passengers in and out of
Swami Vivekananda
Airport in Raipur stood at
41,570 during the period
from  March 14 to 20.
There was a total of 378
flights with  an increase of
three percent in flights
and two percent increase
in the number of air pas-
sengers. On the one hand,
the movement of air pas-
sengers is increasing. At
the same time, the sched-
ule of flights to and from
Raipur is going to change
from March 27 or March 28
next week and for this a
schedule has also been
made by the Aviation
Authority. As per the
sources there will be a

change in flights schedule
from 15 minutes to half an
hour. It is notable that
every year in the summer,
the schedule of flights is
changed and if the tem-
perature rises, then the
number of passengers is
also reduced. In the 11
months of the financial
year 2021-22, there has
been a significant increase
in the number of air pas-
sengers going to and from
Raipur airport. In the peri-
od from April 2021 to
February 2022, a total of
more than 12.80 lakh pas-
sengers movement were
reported from Raipur air-
port. Aviation officials
said that now there is a
steady increase in the
movement of air passen-
gers as soon as the infec-
tion of Corona is down. In
the coming days, the move-
ment of flights will also in-
crease and flights to new
cities will start.

Raipur Airport: More than 41000 air 
passengers boarded flight in seven days
 Flights schedule to

change from March
27 or 28 next week
been prepared 
by the Raipur
Aviation Authority

Raipur, Mar 22: About one
and a half months before
the end of the financial
year, the annual target had
been met in the registra-
tion offices. In view of this,
the Inspector General of
Registration Office has
once again increased the
target. Raipur office were
given a target of collecting
100 crore revenue within a
month. The department
has also achieved the target
of 96.45 percent. Not only
the common people are
availing the benefit of 40
percent rebate in the reg-
istry of land by the state
government, but due to this
the government has also
started getting huge rev-
enue. The common public’s
dream of becoming an
owner of a  house is also

coming true. Due to the ex-
emption, there has been a
huge jump in the sale and
purchase of land across the
state. If the collector guide-
line rate is Rs 500 sq ft for
buying one thousand
square feet of land without
exemption in the state, then
at the rate of guide line, he
will incur a stamp duty of
Rs 5 lakh at 6.25 percent,
then he has to purchase a
stamp of Rs 31,250. If 40
percent discount is avail-
able on the same property,
then only Rs 18,750 stamps
will have to be purchased at
the rate of 6.25 percent on
Rs 6 lakh. Now the public is

getting the benefit of Rs
25000 in stamp duty on buy-
ing land up to Rs 10 lakh.
The registration depart-
ment has achieved 96.45
percent of its annual target
across the state. The gov-
ernment had given a target
of Rs 1650 crore to the regis-
tration offices across the
state for the first time in
this financial year. After
getting exemption in the
registry, the target was in-
creased to 1700 crores. If
the target is achieved be-
fore the stipulated time in
the registration offices,
then it has been increased
to 1800 crores.

Heavy rush at Registry Office
 Target increased

for the second time
in this financial
year, from Rs 1,700
to Rs 1,800 crore

RRaaiippuurr,,  MMaarr  2222:: Contractual
electricity employees have
launched movement against
Chhattisgarh State Power
Distribution Company (CSPD-
CL). A large number of con-
tractual electricity employees
in the capital staged half-
naked demonstration against
the company and the state gov-
ernment on Tuesday and raised
slogans in support of their
demands. Contractual electric-
ity employees are on strike
here for the last 12 days under
the banner of Chhattisgarh

Samvida Vidyut Karamchari
Sangh. On the 13th day of their
protest on Tuesday, about one
thousand employees demon-
strated semi-naked demanding
regularisation in the company
with permanent appointment
on vacant posts and abolition
of contract system in the com-
pany. 
According to them they raised
their demand by going to the
company office but in vain.
Considering company’s indif-
ference towards their demand,
they staged demonstration in a
different way. They said that
they would continue to stage
protest till their demands are
met. 

Contract power workers
continue indefinite strike

 Stage half-naked
demonstration

Raipur, Mar 22: 

According to the latest
data report released by
the Center for Monitoring
Indian Economy (CMIE),
Chhattisgarh ranks third
among the states with the
lowest unemployment
rate in the country. Policy
decisions and better man-
agement of the state gov-
ernment has beeen creat-
ing various employment
opportunities for youth,
which led to decline of the
unemployment rate to  1.7
percent. As per the data
released by CMIE as of
February 2022, Odisha
has the lowest unemploy-
ment rate in the country,
and the highest unem-
ployment rate is of
Rajasthan i.e. 32.3 and
Haryana i.e. 31 percent.

In line with Mahatma
Gandhi’s vision of ‘Gram
Swaraj’, Chhattisgarh
adopted a new model of

development three years
ago with the goal of inclu-
sive development. This
model emphasized on in-
creasing economic con-
nectivity between the vil-
lages and the cities. Under
this model, initiatives
such as Suraji Gaon
Yojana, Narva-Garva-
Ghurva-Bari program,
Godhan Nyay Yojana,
Rajiv Gandhi Kisan Nyay
Yojana, Rajiv Gandhi
Grameen Bhumiheen
Krishi Mazdoor Nyay
Yojana, establishment of
Rural Industrial Parks,
collection, procurement
and value addition of

Minor Forest Produce
were taken for the eco-
nomic empowerment of
villages.These schemes,
programmes and initia-
tives of the State
Government have created
plethora of new employ-
ment opportunities in
rural areas. These
schemes are giving impe-
tus to the development of
the state, due to which
state’s unemployment
rate is continuously de-
clining.

Even during the first
and second wave of
COVID-19, the economy of
Chhattisgarh remained

untouched by the nation-
wide economic slowdown.
Despite the challenges of
this phase, the unemploy-
ment rate in Chhattisgarh
remained completely
under control.
Chhattisgarh ranks third
among states with low un-
employment with 1.7 per
cent, while neighboring
Odisha ranks first with
one per cent, according to
the newly released data.
Meghalaya is second with
1.4 percent and Karnataka
is fourth with 2 percent.
The unemployment rate
is 32.3 percent in
Rajasthan, 31 percent in
Haryana, 15 percent in
Jharkhand and 14 percent
in Bihar. According to the
latest report of CMIE the
unemployment rate in the
country is 7.4 percent.
The urban unemployment
rate is 8.1 percent and the
rural unemployment rate
is 7.2 percent.

Rural economy model and better work management has 
resulted in significant decline in State’s unemployment rate: Baghel

 Ch’garh ranks third among the states with lowest
unemployment rate in the country

 CMIE releases the data: Unemployment rate in
Chhattisgarh is 1.7% while national rate is 7.4%

 Policy-based decisions and better management
have decreased the unemployment rate in Ch’garh

Raipur, Mar 22:

On passing of the
Appropriation Bill in the
House for state’s annual
budget for 2022-23 for Rs
1.12 lakh crore for FY
2022-23 with voice vote,
the budget session of the
Assembly concluded
here on Tuesday.

Replying to the debate
on state’s budget for 2022-
23, CM and Finance
Minister Bhupesh
Baghel said that the
state’s economy is in bet-
ter shape compared to
the state’s established
earlier. There has been
constant rise in the capi-
tal expenditure and even
the financial loss has
been reduced with good
financial management
and discipline. This year
there is situation of rev-
enue surplus in
Chhattisgarh. CM

Baghel further said that
due to Covid-19 pandem-
ic, there has been fall in
the state’s revenue, but
with better financial
management, the state is
also taking loan.

Right from 2012-13 the
state government has
taken lowest of loan this
year and which in the ex-
isting FY 2021-22 is just
Rs 1000 crore.

Baghel said that it is
the central government
which says that the state
government should take
loan against GST and on

this in 2019-20, the state
took loan of Rs 3109 crore
and in the year 2021-22, it
took loan of Rs 8071
crore. In this GST loan is
Rs 4965 crore and special
central assistance loan of
Rs 282 crore. Baghel in-
formed the House that in
the first quarter of 2021-
22, a loan of Rs 4000 cr
was taken and in the sec-
ond quarter the capital
expenditure was Rs 7629
cr and there was revenue
surplus of Rs 1103 cr.

In this way the finan-
cial loss was Rs 6591 cr
and which is just 1.65  of
the GSDP. CM said that
the state government
working on the concept
of benefit of common
men and for their wel-

fare, would definitely ful-
fill all schemes launched
for the poor, farmers,
tribals, women and
youth and adopting poli-
cy is lower expenditure
would make all possible
initiatives to lower non-
productive expenditure.

CM during discussions
on demands of members
of the House, made dec-
laration of formation of
new tehsil of Piparia and
Kunda in Kabirdhaam
district; of Bacharapoudi
and Balrampur in Koriya
disitrict; of Hasoud in
Janjgir-Champa district
and of Sargaon in
Mungeli district. Seeing
the problems being faced
by the journalists in
press accreditation card
rules, made amendments
into the same and al-
lowed for its validity for
period of two years from
the next FY.

State in revenue surplus due to better fin management: CM
 Appropriation bill of 

Rs 1.12 lakh cr passed
with voice vote
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RRaaiippuurr,,  MMaarr  2222::

Today in the Chhattisgarh
Vidhan Sabha, the demands for
grants of Rs 12681 crore 75
lakh 82 thousand for the
departments of Chief Minister
Mr Bhupesh Baghel were
passed by voice vote for the
financial year 2022-23. Out of
this amount, Rs 339 crore 68
lakh 81 thousand for General
Administration Department, Rs
429 crore 60 lakh 90 thousand
for other expenditure related
to General Administration
Department, Rs 7734 crore 24
lakh 25 thousand for expendi-
ture related to Finance
Department, Rs 208 crore 65
lakh for expenditure related to
district projects, Rs 2634 crore
17 lakh 38 thousand for expen-
diture related to energy
department, Rs 751 crore 70
lakh 42 thousand for expendi-
ture related to mineral
resources department, Rs 329
crore 87 lakh 10 thousand for
expenditure related to public
relations department, Rs 192
crore 32 lakh 68 thousand for
the Department of Electronics
and Information Technology
and Rs 61 crore 49 lakh 28
thousand has been allocated
for the Department of Aviation.

Replying to the discussion
held in the House, Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel said
that the state government is
functioning with these two
mottos of ‘Seva, Jatan,
Sarokar’ and ‘Gadbo Nava
Chhattisgarh’. While, we have
emphasized on providing relief
to the people at the earliest, on
the other hand we are taking
all possible measures to make
them partners in the develop-
ment of the state. 

The mineral resource is
being properly utilized for the
overall development of the
state.  Mineral revenue is
increasing progressively. He
said that the state government
received Rs 5,517 cr in the form
of mineral revenue in the finan-
cial year 2020-21.  In the finan-
cial year 2021-22 from April to
December, 2021, against the
target of Rs.7800 cr, revenue of
Rs.8200 cr has been achieved.
In this way, mineral revenue of
about Rs 11900 cr is expected
to be received by the end of the
financial year.

The Chief Minister said that
many tales of misuse of DMF
have resonated in this House.
We have taken serious steps
towards better utilization of
DMF. It is now being used for

the development of the people
and the area affected by the
mining operations. After com-
ing to our government, with
the contribution of DMF, reduc-
ing the malnutrition rate of the
districts, increasing the quality
of health, education, promot-
ing agriculture, processing,
employment and beneficiary
oriented works are being
approved on priority. In the
financial year 2021-22, from
April to December, 2021, an
amount of Rs 2 thousand 20
crore has been received as con-
tribution under DMF head. A
total amount of Rs 8 thousand
35 crore has been received

since 2015 as contribution from
DMF. Chief Minister Baghel
said that the State Government
has made Information
Technology a means of public
convenience and mass empow-
erment. 

In this sequence, an online
advance platform ‘Chief
Minister CG Camp Portal’ has
been developed for monitoring
the priority schemes of the
state government. Major flag-
ship schemes have been
included in this portal. Like,
Godhan Nyay Yojana,
Mukhyamantri Haat-Bazaar
Clinic Yojna, Chief Minister
Suposhan Abhiyan, CG E-

District, Chief Minister Urban
Slum Health Scheme, Narva-
Garuva-Ghuruva-Bari Yojana,
online monitoring is being
done through this portal. He
said that by fixing the account-
ability of government offices
and public servants, we have
enabled Lok Seva Kendras,
through which more than 25
lakh 21 thousand citizens have
been benefited from various
government services this year.
At present 132 services of vari-
ous departments are available
online. 

The Chief Minister said that
in the field of energy, we fol-
lowed efficient management
and proper discipline. This is
the reason that despite all the
obstacles like corona, coal cri-
sis, lockdown, we made
records of maximum produc-
tion, availability and supply.
When the state was formed,
the demand for electricity in
Chhattisgarh was only 1 thou-
sand 334 MW.  At the end of
2018, it reached 4 thousand
559 MW and today we have
touched the peak of 5 thousand
57 MW. He said that in terms of
transmission, we have brought
transmission loss close to 3 per
cent with efficient manage-
ment, which is less than the

target of 3.22 per cent set by
the regulatory commission.
Due to good arrangement, the
transmission system availabili-
ty was 99.79 percent, which is
a record. 

The Chief Minister said that
the State Government has
decided to restore the old pen-
sion which had been discontin-
ued, so that the officers and
employees will not have to
worry about old age as they
will receive pension.

Regarding the development
of aviation facilities in the
state, the Chief Minister said
that Jagdalpur and Bilaspur
airports have been developed
and licensed under the
Regional Connectivity Scheme
as 3C-VFR airports. Regular air
service is now operating from
Maa Danteshwari Airport,
Jagdalpur in Hyderabad-
Jagdalpur-Raipur sector and
from Bilasa Devi Kenwat
Airport, Bilaspur
(Chakarbhatha) in Delhi-
Jabalpur-Bilaspur-Prayagraj
sector.  Administrative
approval of Rs 43 crore 98 lakh
has been issued by the state
government for the develop-
ment of runway of Maa
Mahamaya Airport, Ambikapur
Darima. 

Major change in the lives of people in three years: CM
New doors of livelihood opened

Raipur, Mar 22: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
unveiled the statue of Dr.
Khubchand Baghel, the
first visionary of
Chhattisgarh state forma-
tion, at Balodabazar, the
district headquarters. His
seven feet high statue has
been installed in
Gauravpath. This idol is
made from ‘Ashtadhatu’.
During the unveiling of
the statue, Chief Minister
Baghel paid tribude by
garlanding the statue.
Appreciating the life-size
statue, he said that
through this statue, the

new generation of
Chhattisgarh would be fa-
miliar with the contribu-
tion of Dr. Khubchand
Baghel. He congratulated
the local public represen-
tatives and the entire team
of Municipal Council
Balodabazar for this. On
this occasion, Urban
Administration Minister
Dr. Shivkumar Dahria,
Municipal Council
President, Chittawar
Jaiswal and all the coropo-
rators, senior officials of
Kurmi society, many pub-
lic representatives and
dignitaries were present.

CM unveils the 
statue of Dr. Khubchand
Baghel in Balodabazar

Raipur, Mar 22: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
addressed the ‘Manjhis’
and the members belong-
ing to more than 50
‘Ghotuls’ of Bastar at the
Vidhan Sabha Auditorium
here today. The Ghotul
members invited Chief
Minister Mr. Baghel to the
‘Jhalmalko Layor Ghotul
Racha Utsav’ to be organ-
ized on April 8 at Amakda
in Antagarh. The Chief
Minister gladly accepted
the invitation saying that
Bastar’s unique and rich
culture is the identity of
Chhattisgarh. Bastar al-
ways had a distinct identi-
ty, be it Ghotul, Devgudi,
cockfight, or the world-fa-
mous ‘Dussehra’ festival.

They all have given Bastar,
recognition in the country
and abroad. Bastar has a
different identity due to its
diverse culture, dialects,
and food. ‘Ghotul’ has its
distinct identity in the
country and across the
globe due to its unique cul-
ture. ‘Ghotul’ is a cultural
education center where in-
formation about education,
health, culture is provided.
“When I went to
Narayanpur, approval was
given for the construction
of Ghotul there. All possi-
ble assistance will be pro-
vided by the state govern-
ment to preserve and pro-
mote ‘Ghotul’. The state
government is continuous-
ly working to promote the

rich culture of Bastar.
‘Devgudi’ is being con-
structed all over Bastar.
The existence of ‘Ghotul’ is
important to make youth
aware of our culture. I am
overwhelmed to see that
you have come here in tra-
ditional attires, the deeper

the roots, the greater the
fruits. We have to preserve
and promote our unique
culture, so we have also
fixed honorarium of
‘Sirha’, ‘Guniya’, ‘Baiga’,
and ‘Moria’ in this budget”,
said Chief Minister. Chief
Minister also praised the

handmade invitation letter
made using bamboo saying
that it looks very beautiful.
‘Ghotul’ members present-
ed ‘Raila’ dance on the re-
quest of Chief Minister.
Under the leadership of
State Planning
Commission member Mrs.
Kanti Nag, the Manjhi and
members of ‘Ghotul’ pre-
sented ‘Ghotul Racha’
made of bamboo craft to
the Chief Minister.

Industries Minister
Kawasi Lakhma, Advisor
to Chief Minister Rajesh
Tiwari, Chairman of
Bastar Area Tribal
Development Authority
Lakheshwar Baghel, and
MLA Anoop Nag were
present on this occasion.

‘Ghotuls’ are the center of education: CM
Where rich information regarding education, health, culture is provided

Janjgir, Mar 22: 

State Public Health
Engineering and Village
Industries Minister Guru
Rudra Kumar  inaugurat-
ed the three-day Satgwan
Satnam fair at village
Bhadra under Pamgarh
block of Janjgir-Champa
district. On this occasion,
Guru Rudra Kumar of-
fered his greetings and
best wishes to the people of
Sat Samaj by worshiping
the ‘Guru Gaddi’ built
under Jaitkham.

In his remarks, Guru
Rudra Kumar expressed
his happiness and thanked
the villagers for the warm
welcome received by the
people on his arrival at
Bhadra for the first time.
He announced 20 lakh ru-
pees from DMF head for

the basic facilities and de-
velopment of Bhadra
Dham in Bhadra Dham.
Minister Guru
Rudrakumar said that all-
round development of any
society can take place only
through unity. He called
upon the people of
Satnami society to stay
united because only or-

ganized society is power-
ful. He said that 60 % devo-
tees of Satnami Samaj and
40 percent other communi-
ties visit Giroudpuri fair
every year.

Similarly, people partici-
pate in the Satnam
Sandesh Yatra in about the
same proportion and par-
ticipate in making the

Yatra a success and get the
blessings of Baba Guru
Ghasidas ji. He called
upon the people of the so-
ciety and said that they
should make their person-
ality clean, beautiful and
spotless, only then life can
be successful and mean-
ingful.

On this occasion MLAs
Ramkumar Yadav, Mrs.
Mamta Devi Patle, Dr.
Amit Miri, Rajeshwar
Bhargava, Dasheram
Khande, Munnu Jangde,
Dinesh Sharma,
Raghavendra Pratap
Singh, Chhabilal Ratre,
Ram Vishwanath, Gorelal
Burman and Saroj
Sarathi, Mrs. Mamta Devi
Patle, Ram Vishwas
Sonkar and a large num-
ber of followers of Satnam
Panth were present.

All-round devp of any society only
possible through unity: Rudrakumar

PHE and Cottage Industries Minister inaugurates three-day Satgawan Satnam fair at Bhadra Dham
Raipur, Mar 22: 

The 10-day “Aakar”
traditional craftsman-
ship training camp by
the Department of
Culture concluded on
Monday. The camp was
organized from March
13 to March 21 at
Mahant Ghasidas
Memorial Museum
premises. This training
camp is being organized
by the department for
the last 21 years.

It is worth mention-
ing that Aakar- 2022 was
organized by the
Culture Department in
collaboration with
Aryabhatta Research
Institute for the preser-
vation, propagation,
awareness and interest
of traditional crafts and
various arts by the state
government. The camp

includes traditional
crafts and various arts
like bamboo craft,
Madhubani art, wood
art, painting, Rajwar
mural, tattoo art,
drama, dance, terracot-

ta, Japan paper cutting,
clay art, para art, glass
painting, dry flower
making, paddy jew-
ellery. Training was
given on subjects like
making and mural art

etc. After the training,
the art made by the
trainees was also dis-
played. The main objec-
tive of this event is to
preserve and expand
the traditional arts and
make the new genera-
tion aware of these arts,
so that art remains alive
forever.

A total of 139 trainees
of Raipur received
training in this 2022
training camp. Training
was given in 18 genres
in the camp. During
this, specially
Chhattisgarhi tradition-
al musical instruments
were also displayed and
performed. Extending
this event, along with
Raipur it will also be or-
ganized in four divi-
sions including Bastar,
Surguja, Bilaspur and
Durg.

Ten day ‘Aakar’ traditional 
craftsmanship training camp concludes

Raigarh (Talaipalli),Mar 22:
NTPC Talaipalli Coal
Mining Project celebrated
World Water Day on March
22 with various water con-
servation awareness activi-
ties. The programme start-
ed with NTPC Geet. On
this occasion, Surjya
Kanta Ray, Business Unit
Head of NTPC Talaipalli
Project, while addressing
all the officers and employ-
ees, emphasized the impor-
tance of water conserva-
tion. He mentioned that
NTPC Talaipalli accords
high priority to water con-
servation. With the initia-
tive of the United Nations,
World Water Day is cele-
brated every year on 22
March all over the world
since 1993. Its main pur-
pose is to explain the im-

portance of water conser-
vation. Water is our basic
resource. This year the
theme on World Water Day
was “Ground water, mak-
ing the invisible visible“.
In the program, all the offi-
cers, employees, associates,
and contract workers of
NTPC Talaipalli took the
oath of water conservation
Today. On this occasion,
various online competi-
tions like essay, painting

and quiz competition were
organized on the topic of
water conservation and
practice of water harvest-
ing was propagated
amongst the children in
local schools.

Utility and conservation
of recharge structure for
augmenting groundwater,
11 No’s of ground water
recharge borewells have
been made within mine
boundary Near village

Naya Rampur through
Centre for Ground Water
Recharge with financial
implication of Rs 20.52
Lakhs for Ground Water
Recharge to the tune of 1.83
Lakhs Cu M per year has
also been established by
NTPC Talaipalli. At the
end of the program tree
plantation was also done in
the newly constructed ad-
ministrative building of
NTPC Talaipalli. In the
said program, Mr. Surjya
Kanta Ray, Business Unit
Head, NTPC Talaipalli
project strongly encour-
aged everyone to plant
more trees and use water
judiciously. Head of depart-
ment, officers and employ-
ees, associate organiza-
tions and contract workers
were present at the event.

NTPC Talaipalli celebrates World Water Day
Raipur, Mar 22: District
Employment and Self-
Employment Guidance
Center, Raipur is organiz-
ing a placement camp on
23rd March in Old Police
Headquarters with the ob-
jective of providing em-
ployment opportunities to
the local educated unem-
ployed youth in the private
sector. Private Sector
Employer Bluechips Jobs
Pvt Ltd Raipur, will re-
cruit various posts includ-
ing MIS Executive,
Relationship Manager
(Sales), Supervisor, Cook,
Baby Care, Electrician,
Driver and maid for do-
mestic work while
Huntsmen & Borons, Pune
(Maharashtra) will recruit

on posts in Axis &
Indusland Bank. The
above mentioned employ-
ers will recruit 257 posts
from 8th to graduate pass
applicants at the rate of
pay scale of Rs 8 thousand
to Rs 20 thousand per
month. The qualifications
have been fixed by the em-
ployers according to the
post.

Deputy Director of
District Employment
Raipur said that eligible
and interested applicants
can attend the interview
process by appearing on
the scheduled date and
place. He has urged the ap-
plicants to attend the
placement camp following
social distancing.

Placement camp to 
be organized on Mar 23 

RRaaiippuurr,,  MMaarr  2222:: 8th Federation
Cup National Thai Boxing
Championship is scheduled
from March 25-27 in
Mahabaleshwar (Maharashtra).
State team will be represented
by Vaibhai Dama, Shivang
Dama ( both from Shri Gujarati
English Medium) and school
coach Tikeshwari Sahu will also
form part of the team. Shri
Gujarati Shikshan Sangh(GSS)
as a noble gesture handed over
Rs 9,000 to the players and
coach representing the state

team. The assistance was given
by Ashok Bhai Patel, Secretary
of GSS. The selected members
will leave for Mahabaleshwar
on March 23. After handing over
assistance amount Secretary
wished for the better perform-
ance of players. On this occa-
sion SGEMS Principal V K
Mishra, Hindi Medium Principal
Anis Memon, GSS Registrar
Ashok Jachak and future
Principal of Shri Gujarati
English Medium School Dr
Shailesh Sharma.

GSS offers financial 
assistance to budding players

KKoonnttaa,,  MMaarr  2222::  Huge resent-
ment was witnessed by the
members of Sarva Adivasi
Samaj (SAS) against the
Collector and DMC of Sukma
district here on Tuesday. A few
days ago, people of the tribal
society had reached Sukma
district to meet Sukma
Collector Vineet Nandanwar,
but the Collector refused to
meet them.  This led to lot of
resentment among SAS mem-
bers and so they gheraoed the
Collector’s office in large num-
ber today.  The tribal communi-
ty of SAS had opened front
against the administration in
support of their 14-point
demands.  It was through mas-
sive rally they gheraoed the
Collector Collector Vineet
Nandanwar and DMC Shyam
Sunder Singh (Bablu Chauhan
and are adamant to remove

him raising slogans of protest.
Members of SAS said that it is
unfortunate that the rights
given to tribals are being vio-
lated indiscriminately under
the protection of the Chief
Minister.  For the first time in
the history of Chhattisgarh, in
the name of officers like
Sukma Collector and DMC,
tribal community seems to be
agitated, angry and eager to
protest.  Now it remains to be
seen as to what action the gov-

ernment will be taking against
such corrupt officials. In the
state of Chhattisgarh, where
Sukma district administration
claims that many development
works have been done for the
tribals in the rural areas and
they have also been given the
benefits of many schemes of
the state government.  But
today SAS members came out
openly against the Collector
outside his office and raised
slogans in protest.

Members of SAS gherao Collector’s office 



Fire engulfs Jagannath
temple forest

Central Chronicle News

Chirmiri, Mar 22: With
the advent of summer sea-
son forest fire can be seen
at many places and one
such major fire has en-
gulfed Jagannath temple
forest which if not con-

trolled immediately may
take immense proportion
and thereby causing loss
to forest trees and wild life.
The environment is also
getting affected and forest
staff even after being in-
formed is not available to
control the fire.

Central Chronicle News

KKoonnttaa,,  MMaarr  2222::  On the auspicious
occasion of "13th Raising Day" of
Konta 217th Corps Central
Reserve Police Force (C.R.P.F.) on
date March 20,  217th Battalion in
the headquarters of Central
Reserve Police Force (CRPF),
Konta the 13th Raising Day was
celebrated with great pomp.
Posted in anti-Naxal operation in

Various types of sports competi-
tions were organized in the head-
quarters, Konta courtyard and
colorful cultural programmes
were organized in the evening.
On this auspicious occasion Rajiv
Kumar Thakur (DIG- Operational
Range Konta) and Asit Kumar
Choudhary (Command 228 Bt.),
Pradyumna Kumar Singh
(Command 151 Bt.), Jagdish
Prasad Balai (Command 212 Bt.)

were the chief guest. Praveen
Thapliyal (Command 131 Bt.),
Nitin Kumar (Commandant 219
Bt.), Tashi Gyalik (Commandant II
Bt.), gazetted officers and their
family members were present.
Ashok Kumar (Commandant 217
Bt.) Bhavani Pratap Yadav
(Second Commanding Officer,
Administration), Kul Bahadur
Thapa (Deputy Commandant),
Yagya Kumar Singh, (Deputy
Commandant), Satyaveer Singh
(Assistant Commandant), Mrs.
Dr.  .M.  Women platoon of 241
Bastariya Battalion including
Genna Pratyusha (Medical
Officer), Dr. Siddheshwar
Kalyan P. (Medical Officer) sub-
ordinate officers and jawans
also participated.

Poshan Pakhwada’ kicked off in Ch’garh 

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Mar 22: Rallies
organized to raise nutri-
tional awareness The
fourth edition of
'Nutrition Fortnight'
(Poshan Pakhwada) was
launched by the Women
and Child Development
Department from
Monday at district, block
and village level in the
state.

On the first day of the
fortnight, many rallies
including 'Suposhan
Rath', 'Poshan Cycle
Rally', and Bike Rally
were organized across
the state to spread nutri-
tional awareness among
public.

The fortnight will con-
clude on April 04.
During the fortnight, ef-

forts will be made to
bring nutrition-related
behavioral change at in-
dividual and community
level by organizing dif-
ferent activities across
the state every day.

Rallies organized to
raise nutritional
awareness:

The main objective of
nutritional fortnight this

year is activities focused
on identification of
healthy child and inte-
gration of traditional
and modern resources
for building a healthy
India. Cooperation of
public representatives,
allied departments, or-
ganizations, groups and
the public will also be
taken.

It is worth mentioning
that a healthy boy-girl
competition was sched-
uled to be organized by
the Government of India
from March 21 to 27,
which has been post-
poned till further orders.
In its place, now 'Poshan
Pakhwada' has been or-
ganized from March 21 to
April 04. Under this,
community based activi-
ties will be organized to
raise nutritional aware-
ness.

Besides, awareness ac-
tivities will be organized
on gender sensitive
water management, pre-
vention and manage-
ment of anemia and pro-
motion of traditional
food to promote good
health for mother and
child in tribal areas.

Central Chronicle News

Khairagarh, Mar 22: The
members of 'Dubeyliya
Teli Sahu Samaj' (DTSS)
block unit Khairagarh or-
ganised 'Holi-Milan' pro-
gramme on Sunday in
Gram Doliyakanhar.

It was after lighting tra-
ditional lamp before Lord
Shiva and 'bhakt Mata
Karma', the Sahu brothren
applied 'gulal' to each other
and enjoyed 'faag-geet'
amidst 'nagada' beats and
celebrated Holi. During
this discussions on pres-
ent situation of Samaj was
also held and in this
President DTSS
Rekhchand Sahu,
Secretary Basant Sahu,
Treasurer- Jagat Sahu,
chief patron- Hariram

Sahu, Kanhaiya Sahu,
Kunjlal Sahu, Tijau Sahu,
Rasid Lal Sahu, Suresh
Sahu, Kishan Sahu, Lalit
Sahu, and other office
bearers of Samaj were

present. The President
DTSS Yuwa cell- Harak
Lal Sahu, Secretary
Pramod Sahu and mem-
bers of Mahila cell were
also present.

Guests take part 
in ‘Fagun Utsav’

Central Chronicle News

Khairagarh, Mar 22: On
occasion of 'Fagun month' a
'Fagun Utsav' and tableau
was organised and in this
District Panchayat 'sabhap-
ati' Ghamman Sahu was
present as the chief guest.
In the programme organ-
ised in Gram Reewaghaan,
Boirdih, Allaha, Navagaon,

Shikaritola and Takam.
District Panchayat
'Sabhapati' Ghamman Sahu,
Bisesar Sahu, Balmukund
Verma, Gorelal Verma took
part in this and extended
greetings to villagers on oc-
casion of Holi. They made
an appeal to the people to re-
move all bad qualities in
them and bring a change of
good over evil as it is done

during 'Holika Dahan' and
be a source of motivation to
other. On this occasion
Yuwa Morcha President
Bhuwan Verma,
Trilokchand Jain, Jitendra
Verma, Gulab Verma,
Tikendra Verma, Subhash
Verma, Mukesh Verma, Dr
Sanjay Verma, Deepak
Sahu, Thanu Sahu and oth-
ers were present.

Stray cattle on roads bring 
reality of govt schemes!

Central Chronicle News

Dongargaon, Mar 22:
The herd of stray cattle on
state highway to main
roads, lane & by-lanes in
city is there in the region
right from morning till
evening and in the villages
near the city, the stray cat-
tle pose lots of problems in
movement of traffic and
bring out into open the out-
come of schemes launched
by the government to keep
cattle in 'Gouthan' and in
preparing 'Gaushalas or
sewa kendra' in respective
areas.

The state government al-
ways makes tall claims
about opening of
'Gauthans' and 'Gau-sewa
kendra' in the state and to

which the movement of
stray cattle out in the open
shows real picture to all.

At times due to stray cat-
tle on roads, there are
chances of accidents and
which is high in urban
areas, as in order to save
these stray cattle, one gen-
erally falls prey to acci-
dent. At times these cattle
suddenly start running or
may cause huge dent in car
or injury to those on two-
wheeler.

No campaign 
launched in city:

The urban administra-
tion in the city has not for-

mulated any concrete
plans to catch stray cattle
moving around in the
roads and other parts of
city and take then to 'Kanji
House' for their safety.
Since the Nagar Panchayat
is having the facility of
cow-catcher, but with lack
of action, the animal own-
ers are least bothered. On
the other hand, the admin-
istration is not installing
radium strip either in the
neck or in the body of the
cattle, so that they are easi-
ly visible during night
hours and can save lives of
many driving two or four-

wheelers and in such cases
accident to a great extent
can be avoided. But in the
roads of Dongargaon,
there is always herd of
stray cattle found sitting or
moving on the road and
pose big threat to lives of
vehicle riders.
No 'Gouthans' or 'Kanji

House' in city:
In a city with population

of 20000, neither there is
any 'Gouthan' or 'Kanji
House' made to house stray
cattle. It is notable here
that the public reps elected
by the denizens of city too
face the same problems of

stray cattle nuisance, but
despite seeing it with their
eyes, they have never both-
ered to find amicable solu-
tion to it till date.
Where are 'Gausewaks?

There is team of 'Gau
Sewaks' operating in the
city, but they do not seem
to be serious about this
problem. The passer-by as
such are facing accidents
due to stray cattle sitting
on the roads and set aside
this it also poses problems
of injury to innocent cattle
and other animals and
about which nobody is
bothered.

Rallies organized to
raise nutritional
awareness
Various events will 
be held till April 04 for
bringing effective
nutritional behavior
change

Always posed 
threat of accident 
to vehicle riders 
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What officer says:
"The work of 'Kanji House'

in city has still not being com-
pleted and with no 'gauthan', it
is only possible to remove stray
cattle using 'cow-catcher' ".

--  RRaammbbaahhoorraann  TTiiwwaarrii
CCMMOO  NNaaggaarr  PPaanncchhaayyaatt

DDoonnggaarrggaaoonn..

District Panchayat ;Sabhapati’ was chief guest

Central Chronicle News

Rajim, Mar 22: A big
crowd was witnessed here
in the famous Rajiv Lochan
temple, to play holi, and dis-
play the colour of festivi-
ties, after a decline in
COVID 19 cases. People
freely celebrated Holi festi-
val by applying gulal on
each other, and the festive
revelry was seen since
morning as the revered
deity Rajiv Lochan attired
in apparel of pearls and
motifs, in baal awatar
`came out of the sanctum
before 6:00 o'clock.

People decked in fineries
of Radha and Krishna,
danced in the tune of
Phaag Geet.This supernat-
ural sight enthralled every-
one and the whole complex
reverberated with the Jai
Kara of Lord Rajeev
Lochan. It is worth men-
tioning that every devotee

who comes to the temple
first should go to the temple
of Lord Rajeev Lochan and
apply Gulal to the deity.

The entire temple prem-
ises were colored in differ-
ent hues of holi, along with
thousands of devotes, who
had come from far and near
to celebrate the festival.On
this occasion, Rajim MLA
Amitesh Shukla reached
with his convoy and was ac-
companied by District

Congress President Bhav
Singh Sahu, Vikastiwari,
Girish Rajani, Ramkumar
Sahu, etc.

On the other hand, for-
mer MP of Mahasamund
Lok Sabha constituency
and National Vice
President of Backward
Classes Front, Chandulal
Sahu, former MLA Santosh
Upadhyay all reached the
temple premises with their
supporters and had dar-

shan of Lord Rajiv Lochan
and met the general public
and greeted them Holi.
Shiv Singh Thakur, the
server of the temple,
Shravan Singh Thakur,
Chandrabhan Singh
Thakur, Rajendra Manu,
Mahendra Singh Thakur,
temple trust manager
Purushottam Mishra etc.
and others were engaged in
the arrangement.

It has to be told here that
the way Lathmar Holi of
Barsana is famous. In the
same way as the colors of
Vrindavan, playing Holi
with Rajeev Lochan
Bhagwan in Rajim has its
own distinct enthusiasm.
Meanwhile a day prior
Hoilka Dahan was done in
Mahamaya temple,
Bhuteshwar Nath
,Vishwakarma temple,
Kuleshwar Mahadev tem-
ple and in all the major
squares and interjections.

Central Chronicle News

Fingeshwar, Mar 22:
Cycle distribution pro-
gram was organized here
for female students of
grade ninth and tenth
under Saraswati Cycle
Scheme, here in
Government Higher
Secondary School,

Parsadakala. The program
was presided over by
Principal NS Thakur, Chief
Guest Mohan Nishad,
members of school man-
agement team, special
guest Nemichand
D e w a n g a n , J a n p a d
Member, Sarpanch Kanti
Nishad, Khuman Sahu and
others. Special Guest

Nemichand Dewangan, in
his address said that in
order to empower the girl
child and aid to make trav-
eling easy, the scheme has
been started by the govern-
ment. A total of 46 students
were given the cycle. Also
present were Narad Sahu,
Yuvraj Sahu, Aarati Kosre,
teachers and students.

Cycle distribution 
ceremony organised 

Crowd throng Rajiv Lochan
temple to play Holi

Youth commits
suicide hanging

himself
Khairagarh, Mar 22: A
22-year old youth of Gram
Bafara committed suicide
by hanging himself. One
Minesh alias Madhav S/o
Shiv Kumar Yadav (22),
hanged himself from ceil-
ing of fan on March 20 in
his room. It is learnt that
his mother and father used
to work in a brick-kiln and
after celebrating Holi, they
had left for work after com-
ing back. It was on Sunday,
the youth created a knot
and hanged himself from a
hook in the room for rea-
sons not known. On get-
ting information the Police
took out body of youth
from the hook and sent the
body for post-mortem and
after which it was handed
over his family. The doc-
tors say that it is only after
receiving of the post-
mortem report, the exact
reason behind murder
would be known. Presently
the Police has filed a case
and taken the matter
under investigation.

Members of DTSS celebrate Holi13th Raising Day  of 217th
Corps CRPF celebrated



PROTEST RALLY

TMC activists participate in a protest rally against the central government over rising prices of LPG, fuel and other
essential commodities, in Kolkata, Tuesday.
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BRIEF

Rhino population
 Guwahati: The pop-

ulation of one-
horned rhinoceros
has increased by 24
over the last four
years in Assam’s
Orang National Park,
a forest official said.
The rhino count now
stands at 125 after the
two-day census in the
park which conclud-
ed on Monday, the of-
ficial said.

Chinese nationals
 Nainital: The

Uttarakhand High
Court has sought a
reply from the state
government on a peti-
tion filed by four
Chinese nationals,
seeking the court’s
permission to return
to their homeland.
Arrested by the
Mumbai police on
charges of smuggling
gold in 2018, they were
subsequently granted
bail by the Bombay
High Court on the con-
dition that they would
report to a local police
station on a weekly
basis.

HC nod 
 Kolkata: Pro-BJP

lawyers will file a peti-
tion before the
Calcutta High Court
on Wednesday seeking
a judicial enquiry and
a CBI probe into the
death of eight people
near Rampurhat in
West Bengal’s
Birbhum district.
Advocate Tarun Jyoti
Tiwari on Tuesday
said that he and nine
others, who belong to
the BJP Lawyers’ Cell,
mentioned the inci-
dent before the divi-
sion bench of Chief
Justice Prakash
Shrivastava and
Justice R Bharadwaj
and sought leave to
file the petition.

‘Water scarce’ 
 Jhabua: The tribal-

dominated Jhabua dis-
trict of Madhya
Pradesh, bordering
Gujarat, has been de-
clared as ‘water scarce’,
leading to a ban on dig-
ging of tube-wells and
irrigation without
prior permission, an of-
ficial said on Tuesday.
In an order issued dur-
ing the day, the district
administration de-
clared Jhabua as water
scarce under MP Peya-
Jal Parirakshan
Adhiniyam,
an official said.

Vote on Account
 Puducherry:

Puducherry Assembly
Speaker R Selvam on
Tuesday said the
House would be con-
vened here on March
30 to adopt an interim
vote-on-account to allo-
cate funds for the first
few months of 2022-
2023. He said the
Assembly session
would begin at 9.30 am
on March 30 and Chief
Minister N Rangasamy,
who is holding the
Finance portfolio,
would table the vote-on-
account Bill on the day
proposing to earmark
funds for the upcoming
financial year.

Mumbai, Mar 22 (PTI):

The Bombay High Court
on Tuesday said the strik-
ing Maharashtra State
Road Transport
Corporation (MSRTC)
workers committing sui-
cide was not a solution to
their problems and ad-
vised agitating employees
to resume work pending a
decision by the
Maharashtra government
on their demands.

A division bench ex-
tended the time given to
the state government to
place a report - prepared
by a three-member com-
mittee that looked into the
demands of the workers
who are agitating for more
than four months now - be-
fore the cabinet for ap-
proval.

The bench of Chief
Justice Dipankar Datta
and Justice M S Karnik di-
rected the government to
file its affidavit by April 1
and posted the matter for
further hearing on April 5.

The court also directed
the government to expedi-
tiously decide on around
350 applications for com-
pensation filed by the fam-
ily members of MSRTC
workers who died due to
coronavirus.

The bench was hearing
a petition filed by MSRTC
seeking contempt action
against its workers for
continuing their strike de-
spite orders from the court
to call off the agitation.

Thousands of MSRTC
workers are on a strike
since November 2021 de-
manding that they be
treated on par with state
government employees.

On Tuesday, govern-
ment counsel S C Naidu
sought 15 days time for a
final decision to be taken
on the demands of the
workers, who, among
other things, are seeking
merger of the loss-making
MSRTC with the state gov-
ernment.

“We have progressed a
lot. I assure this court that

in 15 days the final deci-
sion/approval would be
taken,” Naidu said. To
this, advocate Gunaratan
Sadavarte, appearing for
some of the striking work-
ers, said till date 107 such
staffers have committed
suicide. He further
claimed thousands of
transport corporation
workers are agitating at
the Azad Maidan ground
in south Mumbai in sup-
port of their demands.

At this, the bench noted
that committing suicide
was not a solution to any
problem.

“Instead of creating a
situation where workers
are compelled to commit
suicide, why don’t you
(Sadavarte) get the work-
ers to resume work pend-
ing decision (on demands)
from the state,” Chief
Justice Datta said.

The HC said Sadavarte
should advise the workers
that committing suicide
wouldn’t solve their prob-
lems.

Striking MSRTC workers
should resume work: HC

Miss Universe 2021 Harnaaz
Kaur Sandhu attends a 

homecoming party, 
celebrating her victory, in

Mumbai.

Erode (TN), Mar 22 (PTI):

The Tamil Nadu unit of
the CPI on Tuesday de-
manded immediate with-
drawal of the hike in
prices of petroleum prod-
ucts and cooking gas, say-
ing it will affect the peo-
ple.

Noting that the rise in
prices of petrol, diesel
and LPG cylinder by the
Centre would hit the poor
and the middle class peo-
ple, CPI Tamil Nadu unit
secretary R Mutharasan
said it would result in the
prices of other products
going up.

“The sudden hike in
prices of petrol, diesel
and LPG cylinders will af-
fect the people, especially
the poor and middle-class.

It will indirectly result in
the increase of prices of
other products,”
Mutharasan told re-
porters here while de-
manding withdrawal of
the price increase.

Petrol and diesel prices
were on Tuesday hiked by
80 paise a litre while do-
mestic cooking gas prices
were increased by Rs 50
per cylinder, ending an
over four-and-half month
election-related hiatus in
rate revision.

He said there were prac-
tical difficulties in imple-
menting total prohibition
and hoped that the state
government would be able
to do so in future.

“The CPI is for total
prohibition in Tamil
Nadu and it was also sup-

ported by the DMK. But
we know the practical dif-
ficulties of implementing
it...but hope it would be
implemented in the state
in future,” he added.

The CPI leader also
urged the Centre to drop
the idea of privatising
public sector undertak-
ings including the LIC.

The trade unions of
various parties would or-
ganise a stir at the nation-
al level on March 28 and
29 to press the Centre to
drop such plans, he said,
adding that trade unions
affiliated to the CPI would
participate in it.

The CPI’s Tamil Nadu
unit will conduct a state-
level conference at
Tiruppur from 4 to 7
August.

CPI urges immediate 
withdrawal of fuel price hike

Kochi, Mar 22 (PTI):

The Kerala High Court
on Tuesday reserved its
verdict on a plea seeking
CBI probe into the killing
of an RSS worker who
was hacked to death in
November last year in
Palakkad district of the
state.

After arguments from
all sides concluded,
Justice K Haripal re-
served judgement in the
matter.

The court had earlier
opined that there were
some aspects of the case
which require an investi-
gation by CBI.

The plea was moved by
the slain RSS worker’s
wife seeking handing over
of the case to CBI. The
state had opposed the plea

saying it has arrested all
the accused and that if
any new agency comes in,
it will have to carry out
the entire process again
which would delay filing
of the final report and in
the meanwhile, the ac-
cused might get out on
bail.

A Sanjith (27) was
hacked to death on
November 15 last year
while he was taking his
wife to her workplace.

Police later arrested
several persons, including
an officer-bearer of the
Popular Front of India
(PFI), in the case.

It had said that the ar-
rested PFI office-bearer
was directly involved in
the killing of Sanjith who
was hacked to death in
front of his wife.

Kerala HC reserves 
order on plea seeking CBI probe

into killing of RSS worker

Mumbai, Mar 22 (PTI):

The Bombay High
Court on Tuesday directed
the Maharashtra govern-
ment to produce all files
and data relied upon by
the state executive com-
mittee while deciding to
not permit unvaccinated
persons to travel in local
trains in view of the
COVID-19 pandemic.

A division bench of
Chief Justice Dipankar
Datta and Justice M S
Karnik was hearing a pub-
lic interest litigation (PIL)
that challenges the state
government’s decision to
continue insisting that one
must have received both
doses of the COVID-19 vac-

cine to travel in local
trains and use other
modes of public transport
in the city.

The bench also sought to
know on what basis the
government has said in its
affidavit, filed in reply to
the petition, that an unvac-
cinated person is more at
risk of being infected with
COVID-19 and, hence,
more prone to spread the
virus than a vaccinated
person. “How can the state
government say this? On
what basis is this state-
ment made? Vaccinated
persons can also be affect-
ed by the virus,” Chief
Justice Datta said. “Show
us the files and data relied
upon by the state execu-

tive committee before tak-
ing this decision (to not
allow unvaccinated per-
sons in local trains)” the
court added.

In reply to this, the state
government’s counsel S U
Kamdar said vaccinated
persons get infected but
face milder symptoms.
Kamdar said he was will-
ing to produce and submit
to the court all the data
and files.

The court, while posting
the matter for further
hearing on Wednesday
said it was only ascertain-
ing if the law was followed
while taking this decision.

The PIL, filed by one
Firoze Mithiborwala
through advocate Nilesh

Ojha, challenges a circular
dated March 1, 2022 that
was issued by the
Maharashtra government
to list out the standard op-
erating procedures and
safety measures for citi-
zens in view of the COVID-
19 pandemic.

The restriction on pub-
lic transport, including
local trains, for the unvac-
cinated was included in
this circular.

Mithiborwala said in
his PIL that such restric-
tion was arbitrary and un-
constitutional.

He said this restriction
was an “indirect attempt”
on the state government’s
part to make vaccination
compulsory.

HC tells Maha govt

‘Produce files, data relied upon to 
bar unvaccinated persons from local trains’

Srinagar, Mar 22 (PTI):

A constable was killed
in a brief shoot-out be-
tween police and terrorists
in the Soura area of
Srinagar on Tuesday, offi-
cials said.

The terrorists fired on
Constable Amir Hussain
Lone of Kupwara at
Balochipora in the Soura
area during a cordon-and-
search operation around
2.30 pm, they said.

Hussain sustained criti-
cal bullet injuries and was
rushed to a hospital,
where he died, a police of-
ficial said.

The area has been cor-
doned off, and the search
is going on, the official
said. “In a brief #shootout

at #Soura area of
#Srinagar City, SgCT
Amir Hussain Lone R/O
Kupwara got injured & at-
tained #martyrdom. We

pay rich #tributes to the
#martyr & stand by his
family at this critical junc-
ture,” the Kashmir Zone
Police said in a tweet.

Constable killed 
in gunfight with terrorists 

A security personnel enquires people during a search
operation after a shootout with militants in the Soura area
of Srinagar, Tuesday.

AAhhmmeeddaabbaadd,,  MMaarr  2222  ((PPTTII))::

Indian Naval Ship (INS)
‘Valsura’ will be awarded the
prestigious ‘President’s
Colour’ by President Ram
Nath Kovind at a ceremony to
be held at Jamnagar in
Gujarat on March 25, an offi-
cial release said on Tuesday.

The President’s Colour is
bestowed on any military unit,
in recognition of exceptional
service rendered to the
nation, both in peace and in
war.

INS Valsura is a premier
training establishment of the
Indian Navy.

On the occasion, a ceremo-
nial parade with 150-men
‘Guard of Honour’ will be pre-
sented to the President, the
supreme commander of the
armed forces, stated the
release. Established in 1942,
INS Valsura is entrusted with

the responsibility of imparting
training to officers and sailors
of the Indian Navy, Coast
Guard and Friendly Foreign
countries in electrical, elec-
tronics, weapon systems and
Information Technology.

INS Valsura has distin-
guished itself with notable
and gallant service to the
nation over nearly 80 years.
The ceremonial parade will be
followed by the release of a
special cover by the President
in the presence of other dis-
tinguished guests, the release
said.

Gujarat Governor Acharya
Devvrat, Chief of the Naval
Staff Admiral R Hari Kumar,
Vice Admiral MA Hampiholi,
Flag Officer Commanding-in-
Chief, Southern Naval
Command along with other
senior civil and military digni-
taries will attend the ceremo-
ny.

Prez Kovind to award ‘President’s
Colour’ to INS Valsura 

Pune, Mar 22 (PTI):

Pune’s iconic Aga
Khan Palace, where
Mahatma Gandhi was
kept as a prisoner during
the country’s freedom
struggle, is facing acute
water scarcity since last
month as the city civic
body has disconnected its
supply due to non-pay-
ment of dues worth over
Rs 1.70 crore.

An official of the
Archaeological Survey of
India, which manages the
monument here in
Maharashtra, on Tuesday
said they have requested
the Pune Municipal
Corporation (PMC) to pro-
vide a new water connec-
tion in the ASI’s name so
that visitors are not in-

convenienced. On week-
days, the monument at-
tracts 700 to 800 visitors,
and on weekends, the
number goes up to 1,200,
Gajanan Mandaware, the
ASI’s conservation assis-
tant at the palace, told
PTI. After the launch of
the ‘Quit India’ move-
ment, Mahatma Gandhi,
his wife Kasturba Gandhi
and his secretary
Mahadev Desai were kept
in detention at the Aga
Khan Palace, which was
built by Sultan
Muhammed Shah Aga
Khan III in 1892.

Desai and Kasturba
Gandhi died in detention
and their ‘samadhis’ are
located in the premises.

The palace is one of the
17 heritage sites picked up

for ‘Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav’ an initiative of
the Centre to commemo-
rate 75 years of India’s in-
dependence.

According to PMC
water supply depart-
ment’s chief engineer
Aniruddha Pawaskar, a
three-inch water pipe con-
nection for the palace gar-
den was disconnected on
February 5 due to an un-
paid water bill amounting
to Rs 1.72 crore.

Mandaware said the
garden, spread across six
acres, is largely affected
due to the water scarcity
and visitors are also fac-
ing hardship.

The water connection
which was disconnected
was in the name of super-
intendent, parks and gar-

den, Mahatma Gandhi
Memorial. “According to
the PMC, there is an
water bill unpaid for the
last 30 years. The bill sud-
denly popped up this year
and the connection was
disconnected,” he said.

Mandaware said they
have written a letter to the
PMC to provide them a
new water connection in
the ASI’s name, so that
visitors do not face any in-
convenience.

The issue pertaining to
the present unpaid bill
will also be handled at a
higher level, he said.

The ASI official said
they are also looking into
making the old borewells
functional to water the
garden and trees in the
premises.

Water supply to iconic Aga Khan Palace cut by
Pune civic body over non-payment of dues PPaattnnaa,,  MMaarr  2222  ((PPTTII))::

Amid celebrations lined up
at the historic Gandhi Maidan
here to mark the 110th birth
anniversary of modern Bihar
on Tuesday, scholars, conser-
vation architects and others
highlighted the plight faced by
the built heritage of Patna and
other cities in the state, and
appealed to the authorities to
choose “preservation and not
demolition” for holistic devel-
opment.

From Dutch-era Patna
Collectorate, marked for dem-
olition since 2016, to Patna
Medical College and Hospital
(erstwhile Prince of Wales
Medical College), Bihar &
Orissa’s first medical college
set up in 1925, several old
buildings of which have
already been razed as part of a
redevelopment project, her-
itage lovers underlined the

“vulnerability of architectural
fabric” of the capital city in
the face of rapid urban expan-
sion.

As stage was all set here for
three-day celebrations to
commemorate the statehood
day of Bihar, artists in Patna
were busy giving finishing
touches to mock-up models of
various monuments and her-
itage sites of Bihar, including,
‘Golghar’, ‘Mahabodhi
Temple’, Sher Shah Suri
Tomb’, Sun Temple, Deo’ and
‘Jal Mandir, Pawapuri’ at the
Gandhi Maidan, the main
venue of the festivities, where
several cultural programmes
would also be hosted.

As images of these models
were published in press and
shared on social media, many
city residents were upset over
the “poor quality of crafts-
manship” in depicting these
sites which are “pride of

Bihar”. Patna-based conserva-
tion architect Diptanshu
Sinha, 25, said, Bihar Diwas
should also be an occasion
every year to “pause, ponder
and reflect” on the “state of
built heritage in capital Patna
and elsewhere in Bihar”.

“These anniversary celebra-
tions, year after year, talk so
loudly about Bihar and its her-
itage and history spanning
thousands of years, and of
Patna as the land of
Pataliputra. 

But, how much of
Pataliputra have we been able
to preserve? How much of
modern Patna, we have been
able to protect from the
onslaught of insensitive devel-
opment? On Bihar’s birthday,
we must also ask ourselves,
what have we done to protect
our heritage, that will be a
meaningful celebration,” he
said.

Bihar Diwas: Scholars, conservation 
architects highlight plight of heritage buildings



UUnniitteedd  NNaattiioonnss,,  MMaarr  2222  ((AAPP))::
France and Mexico are press-
ing UN members to mention
Russia’s invasion in a resolu-
tion on the worsening humani-
tarian situation in Ukraine. But
South Africa is arguing against
that approach, saying that
inserting political issues may
block consensus on helping
civilians. A French-Mexican
draft resolution expected to be
considered this week by the
193-nation UN General
Assembly reiterates the world
body’s March 2 demand for
Russia to stop its military
offensive in Ukraine and with-

draw all its troops. It also
demands the protection of all
civilians and infrastructure
indispensable to their survival.
The draft, obtained Monday by
The Associated Press, says the
dire humanitarian conse-
quences of Russia’s aggression
in Ukraine are on a scale that
the international community
has not seen in Europe in
decades. 

It deplores Russia’s shelling,
airstrikes and besiegement of
densely populated cities, par-
ticularly the southern city of
Mariupol. A rival South African
draft resolution circulated

later Monday and also
obtained by AP makes no men-
tion of Russia. Instead, it calls
for an immediate cessation of
hostilities as a first step in
ameliorating the humanitarian
situation, refers to all parties,
and encourages political dia-
logue, negotiations, mediation
and other peaceful means
aimed at achieving lasting
peace .
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CORONA PROTECTION

Security guards wearing protective suits to help protect from the coronavirus
prepare to transfer the goods to a barricaded residential area that was locked down
for health monitoring following the COVID-19 case detected in the area, Tuesday,
March 22,  in Beijing, China. 

CHERRY BLOSSOM TREES IN FULL BLOOM

A couple embrace and kisses under the Cherry Blossom trees at sunset, as the trees
reach their peek bloom in Washington. 

BRIEF
Wildfires 
extinguished

Lviv: Ukraine’s natu-
ral resources minister
says wildfires have
been extinguished in
the area of the
Chernobyl nuclear
power plant, which is
under the control of
Russian forces. The
fires have raised con-
cern about the possi-
ble release of radia-
tion from the plant,
where a 1986 explo-
sion and fire sent ra-
dioactive emissions
across large parts of
Europe. But Natural
Resources Minister
Ruslan Strelets said
Tuesday that radia-
tion levels in the area
are within the norms.

Russian troops
forced out 

Kyiv: The Ukrainian
army said it forced
Russian troops out of
Makariv, a strategical-
ly important Kyiv sub-
urb, after a fierce bat-
tle. That prevents
Russian forces from
encircling the capital
from the northwest,
the Defence Ministry
said. Russian forces
shelled along a hu-
manitarian corridor
on Monday, wounding
four children who
were among the civil-
ians being evacuated,
Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy
said in his nighttime
video address to the
nation.

Peace 
treaty talks 

Tokyo: Japan de-
nounced Russia on
Tuesday over its deci-
sion to discontinue
peace treaty talks
over the disputed
Kuril islands and
withdraw from joint
economic projects in
retaliation for Tokyo’s
sanctions over
Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine. The two
countries never
signed a peace treaty
formally ending
World War II hostili-
ties because of their
dispute over the
Russian-held islands
north of Hokkaido,
which Moscow took at
the end of the war.
The latest situation
has been all caused by
Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine, Chief
Cabinet Secretary
Hirokazu Matsuno
told reporters
Tuesday.

Islamabad, Mar 22 (PTI):
Pakistan’s Foreign
Minister Shah Mahmood
Qureshi and his Chinese
counterpart Wang Yi dis-
cussed ways to further
strengthen the “iron-clad
friendship” between the
two countries as the two
sides signed five agree-
ments to deepen their bi-
lateral cooperation in vari-
ous fields, the Foreign
Office said on Tuesday.

The agreements were
inked in Islamabad on
Monday after the meeting
between Qureshi and
Chinese State Councilor
and Foreign Minister

Wang. Wang is in
Islamabad to attend the
48th session of the
Organisation of Islamic
Cooperation Council of
Foreign Ministers (OIC-
CFM) as a special guest at
the invitation of Qureshi.

Qureshi and Wang reaf-
firmed the resolve to sus-
tain and build upon the
current momentum of bi-
lateral relations, the
Foreign Office said in a
statement.

The two ministers ex-
changed views on bilateral
strategic, economic and se-
curity cooperation,
COVID-19 pandemic, ongo-

ing situation in Ukraine
and regional and interna-
tional issues of mutual in-
terest. Ways to further
strengthen the iron-clad
friendship between the
two countries were dis-
cussed, the statement said.
Five agreements were
signed after the meeting, it
said. The first agreement
was signed between the
Ministry of Education of
China and the Higher
Education Commission of
Pakistan on “Mutual
Recognition of Higher
Education Certificates and
Degrees . The two sides
also signed a

Memorandum of
Understanding between
China International
Development Cooperation
Agency and Pakistan
Ministry of Economic
Affairs on the Project of
China-Pakistan Joint
Research Centre (CPJRC)
on Earth Sciences .

Three separate Letter of
Exchange (LOE) for agri-
cultural equipment and
materials; for joint agri-
cultural technology labo-
ratory equipment and ma-
terials; and for agricultur-
al demonstration station
equipment and materials
were also inked.

Pak, China sign agreements to further
strengthen ‘iron-clad friendship’

Dhaka, Mar 22 (AP):

Rohingya refugees in
Bangladesh have wel-
comed the announcement
by the United States that it
considers the violent re-
pression of their largely
Muslim ethnic group in
Myanmar a genocide.

As news of the an-
nouncement by US
Secretary of State Antony
Blinken spread across the
sprawling camps in Cox’s
Bazar district that are now
home to about 1 million
Rohingya, many residents
expressed their enthusi-
asm. We are very happy on
the declaration of the
genocide; many many
thanks, said 60-year-old
Sala Uddin, who lives at
Kutupalong camp. It has

been 60 years starting from
1962 that the Myanmar
government has been tor-
turing us and many other
communities including
Rohingya, he said on
Monday. I think a path to
take action by the interna-
tional community against
Myanmar has opened up
because of the declaration.
The US made the determi-

nation Monday to call the
repression a genocide
based on confirmed ac-
counts of mass atrocities
on civilians by Myanmar’s
military in a widespread
and systematic campaign
against the Rohingya,
Blinken said in a speech at
the US Holocaust
Memorial Museum. Imtiaz
Ahmed, director of the

Centre for Genocide
Studies at the University of
Dhaka, said the declara-
tion was a positive step”,
but it would be important
to see what actions and
concrete steps follow.

Just by saying that geno-
cide had been committed
in Myanmar against the
Rohingya is not good
enough. I think we need to
see what would follow
from that statement,
Ahmed said. He said it was
too early to say how the
new development would
ensure the recognition of
the Rohingya refugees,
who have long been denied
citizenship in Myanmar,
and the fundamental ques-
tions remained how and
when they would go back
to Myanmar.

Rohingya refugees welcome US calling repression genocide

Washington, Mar 22 (PTI):

India is a bit shaky in
terms of showing support
against the Russian inva-
sion of Ukraine, US
President Joe Biden has
said, asserting that most of
the friends and allies of
America have presented a
united front in terms of
dealing with Vladimir
Putin’s “aggression”. On
February 24, Russian
forces launched military
operations in Ukraine,
three days after Moscow
recognised Ukraine’s
breakaway regions
Donetsk and Luhansk as
independent entities. The
one thing I’m confident,
knowing Putin fairly well,

as well as I, guess another
leader can know one an-
other, is that he was count-
ing on being able to split
NATO. He never thought
NATO would stay re-
solved, stay totally thor-
oughly united. And I can
assure you, NATO has
never been stronger or
more united in its entire
history than it is today, in
large part, because of

(Russian President)
Vladimir Putin, Biden told
a business roundtable of
CEOs on Monday. But in
response to his aggres-
sion, there has been — he’s
pretty — we presented a
united front throughout
NATO and in the Pacific.
The QUAD is, with the pos-
sible exception of India
being somewhat shaky on
some of this, but Japan
has been extremely strong,
so is Australia, in terms of
dealing with Putin’s ag-
gression, Biden said.

Last month, Biden had
said that India and the US
were trying to resolve
their differences on the
issue of Russian aggres-
sion against Ukraine.

India is a bit shaky in terms of dealing
with aggression of Putin, says Biden

Divide at UN over naming 
Russia aid resolution for Ukraine
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One MLA, one pension
The MLAs and MPs are known to

shamelessly reward themselves with
hefty hikes in their own pays, perks
and pensions at regular intervals. In
a whiff of fresh air, the newly mint-
ed AAP government of Punjab is con-
sidering to put a stop to a ludicrous
and morally corrupt practice with
regard to the pension that the for-
mer MLAs in the state have entitled
themselves to. Intending to do away
with the 66 per cent additional
monthly pension (amounting to Rs
50,100) that the MLAs have
bestowed upon themselves for every
subsequent term served in the
Vidhan Sabha, the government is, in
a welcome step, considering allow-
ing only one pension — Rs 75,150 at
the present monthly rate — to every
former MLA, irrespective of the
number of terms served by him/her.
If the move is cleared, it will leave
the treasury richer substantially. For,
with nearly 80 MLAs losing their
seats in the recent elections, there
are now a record 325 ex-MLAs eligi-
ble for pensionary benefits and
many among them have been public
representatives multiple times. The
other states’ lawmakers must also
consider scrapping such unethical
rules. In 2018, the Haryana Assembly
had commendably passed a Bill to
rationalise the pension and
allowances of its former MLAs, but it
fell short of restricting them to the
‘one MLA, one pension’ formula. As
of 2020, the 286 former MLAs of
Haryana were costing the exchequer
Rs 2.54 crore per month. Pension is a
touchy issue among the ordinary
people. They work all their life to
earn their living and, yet, in the end
often find themselves with peanuts
for savings. No government has been
able to formulate a reasonably digni-
fied social security or pension
scheme for the common man work-
ing in the private or unorganised
sector. Government employees have
been rendered ineligible for the old-
age pension scheme and are now
crying for its revival. In this sce-
nario, for the MPs/MLAs, who claim
to work for the people’s uplift, to be
unanimously ensuring fat post-
retirement emoluments for them-
selves after just a five-year term
stands out as a sore thumb.

EEmmaannuuvveell,,  CChheennnnaaii

Hazardous air pollution
New Delhi has earned the unenvi-

able distinction of becoming the
world's most polluted capital city for
a second consecutive year. Not only
Delhi, but of the 15 most polluted
cities in Central and South Asia in
2021, 12 were in India. Actually, there
is not so much difference of breath-
ing in Delhi is like smoking 50 ciga-
rettes a day and other than India’s 12
most polluted cities on Earth.
Whether its Delhi or other most pol-
luted cities is commonly accepted to
be the most harmful (known as
PM2.5), widely-monitored air pollu-
tant and has been found to be a
major contributing factor to health
effects such as asthma, stroke, heart
and lung diseases. From our Prime
Minister Narendra Modi to most of
the politicians and the political par-
ties only chanting about ‘develop-
ment’, but they have forgotten that
economic development was impor-
tant, but economic development by
itself didn’t solve the problem,
because the people demanded clean-
er air and cleaner water for clean
and safe life. But not only in India, it
is a shocking fact that no major city
or country is providing safe and
healthy air to their citizens according
to the latest WHO air quality guide-
lines. One side PM Modi proudly
announced eighty crore free ration
for the poor on the other side the
WHO projects that air pollution will
continue to be a major killer in years
to come, as result India and the
world’s poorest will be left gasping.
BBiiddyyuutt  KKuummaarr  CChhaatttteerrjjeeee,,  FFaarriiddaabbaadd  

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

WHAT THEY TWEET!

AAbbhhiisshheekk  ????@@
jjuunniioorrbbaacchhcchhaann

Chaudhrahat ki pagdi apni
shaan hai, Ganga Ram
Chaudhary humara naam
hai.Kal aa rahe hain aap
sab se milne trailer ke
saath. #DasviTrailer out
tomorrow at 11 am!
#Dasvi 

AAnnaanndd  mmaahhiinnddrraa@@aannaannddmmaahhiinnddrraa
The power of yoga. A life spanning
125 years of dedication!  The
grace and dignity of Swami
Sivananda is both humbling &
inspiring. Proud to belong to the
country of Yoga’s origin.

NNeehhaa  KKoouull@@KKoouullNNeehhaa
I am a #KashmiriPandit who migrated
from the valley in Feb 1990 (7th exo-
dus). I am married into a Kashmiri
pandit family who migrated in 18th
century. Each of us is #KashmirFiles, a
collective memory of what happened
over the last 700 years. Thankyou
@vivekagnihotri @Anupam PKher.

PPrriittiisshh  NNaannddyy
@@PPrriittiisshhNNaannddyy

Sometimes I'm so jealous of
yThe way we are going, we
will next apply Sin Tax on
crypto. We are treating it
like cigarettes, alcohol and
lotteries. A new social evil!
C’mon, it’s just a New Age
innovation that some are
putting their money on,
knowing fully well the risks

involved.

TThhee  WWaallll  SSttrreeeett  JJoouurrnnaall@@WWSSJJ
The Biden administration has concluded that the Myanmar military’s 

violence against the Rohingya minority amounts to genocide.

SSHHIILLPPAA  SSHHEETTTTYY  KKUUNNDDRRAA@@TThheeSShhiillppaaSShheettttyy
How often have you wanted to
take the plunge towards a dream
or a passion, but feared
failure?The one thing life taught
me was that you can’t explore the
wonders of the sea if you never
leave the shore. Go out there and
pursue your dreams.

S ymon Hill There is a new joke going round Russia: “What’s the
easiest way to clear the snow from your street? Write No To

War in the snow — and the police will clear it for you.” Footage on so-
cial media shows police obliterating anti-war messages written in the
snow. But the Russian peace movement will not be so easily stamped
out. The size of anti-war protests in Russia has taken everyone by sur-
prise. Russian police have carried out over 13,000 arrests of peace
protesters since the invasion of Ukraine began. Over a million people
in Russia have signed petitions against the war. Vladimir Putin accus-
es Russian peace groups of being friends of Nato. They are not. Anti-
militarist groups in Britain are accused of supporting Putin. We do
not. The imperialism of Nato and the imperialism of Putin are two
sides of the same coin. The real division is not between Russian capi-
talists and Western capitalists but between the world’s ruling classes
— whether Russian oligarchs or US billionaires — and the mass of the
population in all countries, who never benefit from war. As the
Soldiers’ Mothers of St Petersburg put it, “Any war is destruction,
blood, violence, innocent victims.” Presidents and prime ministers
will not save us from war. Putin sits pompously at his absurdly long
table, looking like he is auditioning for the role of a Bond villain.
Zelensky is hero-worshipped by Western commentators who disre-
gard his actual policies and record of militarism. Boris Johnson is
sighing with relief that the headlines are no longer about Downing
Street lockdown parties. Meanwhile, working-class people are resist-
ing war in Russia, Ukraine and around the world. They, not politicians
and generals, are the people who offer hope of an end to war. Like
millions of people, I watched with horror as Russian tanks entered
Ukraine on February 24. 

I have no time for hypocritical ministers who condemn atrocities in
Ukraine while providing weapons and military training to Saudi forces
killing children in Yemen. Recognising this is no reason to feel less
concerned about people in Ukraine. It was difficult to feel anything
other than fear and sadness on the day the invasion began. At the
Peace Pledge Union, we quickly published a statement condemning
Putin’s aggression and pointing to the background of militaristic poli-
cies pursed by both Russia and Nato. It was not until that evening that
I was uplifted by glimmers of hope. News came through of anti-war
protests in Russia. I was cautious, aware that US or Ukrainian authori-
ties could exaggerate or even fabricate such stories. But soon long-
standing Russian peace groups, known for opposing Nato as well as
Putin, were posting footage of thousands of people protesting in
Moscow and St Petersburg. In the Russian Duma, two members of
the far-right Liberal Democratic Party have proposed a law to con-
script anti-war protesters and send them to fight in Donetsk and
Luhansk — so that they can “see with their own eyes” what the
Ukrainian authorities have done. But Russian peace campaigners are
already aware of such things. Among all the anti-war statements pro-
duced by peace groups in Russia, I have not come across a single ex-
pression of support for the Zelensky regime or Nato. As the Russian
group Feminist Anti-War Resistance puts it, Putin has “never been
concerned about the fate of people in Luhansk and Donetsk.” Russian
Communist MP Vyacheslav Markhaev, who initially supported the
recognition of the separatist republics, now accuses Putin of being
“motivated by entirely different intentions” leading to a “full-scale
war.” Meanwhile in Ukraine, Zelenksy has handed out rifles to un-
trained volunteers, incorporated the neonazi Azov Battalion into the
Ukrainian army and banned men aged 18 to 60 from leaving Ukraine,
so they can be conscripted. Thankfully the resistance of Ukrainians
on the ground has been much more creative and effective. “Reporting
on conflict focuses on warfare and almost ignores non-violent resist-
ance to war,” notes Yurii Sheliazhenko of the Ukrainian Pacifist
Movement. 

Anti-war movement 
is gaining traction

I n China, once again the news of a spurt in corona cases has
started coming to the fore. There is an outcry in the media

about this. The media says that the record of corona cases in China
for the last two years has been broken. However, only a few hundred
or thousand cases have been reported in this country with the world's
largest population. Well, now the role of media in this issue seems in-
timidating. In fact, the way corona cases have suddenly come up in
China and due to this the lockdown is being imposed in China, there
seems to be a trick of China behind it. With this step, China is trying
to get America in its clutches somehow. According to international af-
fairs experts, as a strategic move, China has talked about an increase
in the cases of corona in its cities, which have the world's largest and
important buildings, where, in a way, there is a big center of econom-
ic activity. At the same time, electronic companies from all over the
world work here in China's Shenzhen city, which has a population of
around 17 million. The city has once again been locked down in the
name of Corona. Apart from this city, there are many areas where
China has imposed restrictions in view of the increasing cases of co-
rona. In such a situation, all the arrangements in other areas includ-
ing Shenzhen city have come to a complete standstill. Actually, China
is far ahead in terms of electronic goods.  Microchips, microproces-
sors and other electronic items are produced on a large scale here.
Production in these companies has been affected due to Corona re-
strictions. Since China supplies its goods to most of the countries of
the world including America. In such a situation, the supply of these
goods from China is bound to be badly disrupted. 

Now let us tell you how this move of China will harm America.
Actually, at present America is battling with severe inflation. There is
the highest inflation in the last 40 years. Now it has to be understood
here that since America is already facing inflation. In such a situation,
if the supply chain from China is disrupted, then it is bound to have an
adverse effect on the US economy. Inflation will increase there and if
this happens then it is natural to have an effect on the economy.
Actually, the inventory (storage) of American industrial units is now
on the verge of being exhausted. Actually, all companies keep addi-
tional storage of their products so that their work runs smoothly,
which is called inventory. Since the supply chain had collapsed in the
last two years due to Corona, this has affected the storage capacity of
industrial units. By the way, during this period, the storage ratio in in-
dustrial units was being corrected after a slight softening in the cases
of Corona. However, at the last moment, China has made its move
under the policy of engaging America. It has stopped the supply com-
ing from here. China did this by pretending to be Corona affected.
The fact is that even America will not be able to say anything on this
move of China because the whole world is doing what China is doing
regarding Corona. By the way, this move of China will affect the sup-
ply not only in the US but also in the rest of the world. As a result, the
prices of goods will increase, which will affect the common cus-
tomers. However, the US economy will suffer the most in this game
of China, because China supplies goods other than electronic goods
to America on a large scale.

America’s loss due 
to Chinese move
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Padma awardees pose for photos during their visit to the National War Memorial, in New Delhi, Tuesday, March 22.

PADMA AWARDEES POSE FOR PHOTOS

T he election results of
the five states, especial-

ly the Uttar Pradesh, are
being critically analyzed by
both the loosing political par-
ties and the media. Many rea-
sons are attributed to the
record breaking electoral vic-
tory of BJP in all the four
states where it was in power.
Overcoming the anti-incum-
bency itself is a great
achievement these days for
any party. BJP overcame that
in not one state but in four
states itself is a great political
achievement. The Congress
which lost Punjab, the only
state where it was in power,
attributed its defeat to its
change of Chief Minister be-
fore the elections.

Compared to that BJP
achieved victory in
Uttarakhand despite chang-
ing the CMs not once but
thrice during the last five
years. This time around there
is no visible Hindutva in the
election campaign, especially
in UP where Ayodhya which
was dominant during past
elections was found missing
this time. The Hindutva has
no value in Punjab, Goa and
Manipur where Sikhs and
Christians are in majority. So

the victory of BJP has to do
more with the administration
they gave to the people and
the welfare schemes they im-
plemented in earnest.

Welfare schemes are not ex-
clusive for the BJP govern-
ments. The Punjab govern-
ment of Congress has also
implemented welfare
schemes and promised many
more schemes if voted to
power. The SP when in power
during the 2012-17 period was
not lagging in the implemen-
tation of the welfare schemes.
Now it is an accepted norm in
politics where the ruling
party in the state makes its
own beneficiaries and firm-
ing up them as its vote banks.
Indira Gandhi did this for
Congress during her regime.
V.P. Singh tried to build
Mandal Vote Bank through
reservations. At the state
level such pampering a par-
ticular vote bank is in
progress. It is these welfare
schemes which is keeping
Naveen Patnaik in power in
Odisha for the last five terms.

His grip on the people
through welfare is so firm
that it is very difficult for op-
ponents to dislodge him from
power. Jaganmohan Reddy of
Andhra Pradesh is believing
his nine welfare schemes,
which he calls them as nine
gems, to come back to power
in 2024. He is sticking to the
distribution of money to the
voters through the welfare
schemes at the cost of finan-
cial decline of the state and
debt over burden on Andhra
Pradesh. The Telangana CM
KCR claims himself to be the
innovator of welfare schemes
which no other or even Modi
government can ever think
of. But KCR is not confident of

his return to the power in
2023 unless he goes back to
the Telangana sentiment and
presents the neighbouring
Andhra people as the villains.

Then what makes the BJP
governments so special in
welfare schemes and its im-
plementation. Narendra
Modi as PM has initiated
both development and wel-
fare plans in equal measure.
Since 2014 BJP government at
the national level initiated so-
cial welfare schemes such as
Ujjwala Yojana. PM Awas
Yojana, pension scheme, di-
rect cash transfers besides
the free ration. Names may
differ but similar schemes
are implemented by other
parties too. However the
basic difference between the
BJP lead governments and
the other party led govern-
ments is the way the welfare
message is taken to the mass-
es through the party cadres.
The BJP party cadre was in
constant touch with the bene-
ficiaries, assisting them in
case of any delivery failure,
and acting as the facilitators
between the welfare schemes
implementing authorities
and the beneficiaries.

The BJP cadre saw that the
welfare scheme beneficiaries
are moved beyond caste and
religions and formed into a
government beneficiary com-
munity. The beneficiary aspi-
rations beyond the social wel-
fare benefits are also ad-
dressed and attended by the
BJP cadre in a systematic
way. The way the BJP cadre
joined the families of benefi-
ciaries on the festive days like
Deevali and shared their joys
and in case of any problems
faced by the family the local
cadre of party are ready to

share the burden. Thus the
thrust was making the
margginalised and poor em-
powered through the
schemes and through the per-
sonal touch make them part
of the party. There was no dis-
tinction of caste and religion
at the time of delivery of ben-
efits and largely the woman
of the family are targeted to
receive and have control on
the benefits. Thus a very loyal
base among voters through
the social welfare schemes
was built.

This is contrast to the earli-
er governments headed by
both Akhilesh Yadav and
Mayavati where the benefici-
aries were selected on the
basis of caste and religion.
Akhilesh doled out benefits
largely to his own Yadav com-
munity and his supportive
Muslims. Jatavs, the commu-
nity to which Mayavati be-
longs were the large benefici-
aries during the BSP regime.
This narrative was changed
by adopting neutrality in ex-
tending the benefits and nul-
lifying the influence of caste
heads and also religious
preachers. The promised de-
velopment is there for the
electorate to feel and see. Yogi
Adityanadh under the guid-
ance of Narendra Modi and
Amit Shah undertook the
cause of huge developmental
projects in the state to create
the scope for employment
generation and boosting the
confidence of the educated.
The confidence provided on
the law order front is unmis-
takably felt by all sections.
The social welfare schemes
alone wouldn’t have given
such a resounding, record
breaking victory, but for the
cadre support and active role.

Electoral benefits of welfare schemes

DDhhaarrmmeennddrraa  PPrraaddhhaann@@ddpprraaddhhaannbbjjpp
Birthday greetings to elder broth-
er and senior leader from Odisha
Shri @jualoram ji. His passion for
the welfare of his constituents
and upliftment of tribal popula-
tion is admirable. May Almighty
bless him with a healthy, happy
and a long life.

DR. DUGGARAJU
SRINIVASA RAO
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Jute MSP 
New Delhi: The gov-
ernment has in-
creased the minimum
support price (MSP) of
raw jute by Rs 250 to
Rs 4,750 per quintal
for the 2022-23 season.
The Cabinet
Committee on
Economic Affairs,
chaired by Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi, on Tuesday ap-
proved the MSP for
raw jute for the 2022-23
season. The approval
is based on recom-
mendations of the
Commission for
Agricultural Costs
and Prices. "The MSP
of raw jute (TDN3
equivalent to TD5
grade) has been fixed
at Rs 4,750 per quintal
for 2022-23 season with
an increase of Rs 250
over the previous year.

Cryptocurrencies
New Delhi:
Chartered account-
ants' apex body ICAI
will be preparing a re-
search paper on cryp-
tocurrencies that will
cover various aspects,
including taxation im-
plications. ICAI
President Debashis
Mitra on Tuesday said
the institute is work-
ing on a research
paper on cryptocur-
rencies, which is ex-
pected to be ready in
one-and-a-half
months. Currently,
cryptocurrencies are
unregulated in the
country. Mitra said
once the research
paper is complete, it
will be submitted to
the government. "We
are seized of the mat-
ter," Mitra told re-
porters here when
asked about cryp-
tocurrencies.

Infosys oddity 
New Delhi: IT compa-
ny Infosys will acquire
oddity -- a Germany-
based digital market-
ing, experience, and
commerce agency -- in
an all cash deal for
USD 50 million (about
Rs 380 crore), the com-
pany said on Tuesday.
As part of Infosys' dig-
ital experience and de-
sign offering, oddity
will become part of
Wongdoody and join
its network of studios
across Seattle, Los
Angeles, New York,
Providence, Houston,
and London, and de-
sign hubs in five cities
in India, Infosys said
in a statement.

Global agreement
Chennai: Industrial
artificial intelligence
and software as a serv-
ice enterprise
provider Detect
Technologies on
Tuesday said it has
signed a global agree-
ment with energy
company Shell to de-
ploy its integrated AI
Solution 'T-Pulse'
across operations of
the Shell. This makes
Detect -- the first tech-
nology start up which
was part of the Shell
E4 programme to sign
a global framework
agreement with Shell.

Brain Awareness 
Mumbai: Jindal
Institute of
Behavioural Sciences
(JIBS), a value-based
research Institute of
O.P. Jindal Global
University organised
Brain Awareness
Week in India from
March 14-20. This year
JIBS specifically fo-
cused on brain-related
issues among children
with special needs and
the elderly population.
The Brain Awareness
Week is a worldwide
campaign aimed at in-
creasing public aware-
ness and support for
brain sciences.

New Delhi, Mar 22 (PTI): 

Rating agency Fitch on
Tuesday slashed India's
growth forecast for the
next fiscal to 8.5 per cent
from 10.3 per cent, citing
soaring energy prices and
rising inflation on account
of the Russia-Ukraine war.

It has revised upwards
the GDP growth forecast
for the current fiscal by 0.6
percentage points to 8.7
per cent.

"However, we have low-
ered our growth forecast
for FY 2022-2023 to 8.5 per
cent (-1.8 pp) on sharply
higher energy prices,"
Fitch said.

For 2023-24, it is estimat-
ed at 7 per cent.

In its Global economic
Outlook-March 2022, Fitch

said the post-COVID-19
pandemic recovery is
being hit by a potentially
huge global supply shock
that will reduce growth
and push up inflation.

"The war in Ukraine
and economic sanctions
on Russia have put global
energy supplies at risk.
Sanctions seem unlikely to
be rescinded any time
soon," the agency said.

Last week, another glob-
al rating agency Moody's
had slashed India's growth
estimate for the 2022 calen-
dar year to 9.1 per cent
from 9.5 per cent earlier,
saying high fuel and fer-
tiliser import bill could
limit capital expenditure.

Russia supplies around
10 per cent of the world's
energy, including 17 per

cent of its natural gas and
12 per cent of oil.

"The jump in oil and gas
prices will add to industry
costs and reduce con-
sumers' real
incomes...Higher energy
prices are a given," Fitch
said as it has reduced the
world GDP growth fore-
cast by 0.7 percentage
points to 3.5 per cent.

International oil prices
started rising this year
and jumped to a 13-year
high of USD 140 per barrel
earlier this month as an af-
termath of the Russia-
Ukraine war. Brent was
trading at USD 118.59 per
barrel on Tuesday.

India relies on overseas
purchases to meet about 85
per cent of its oil require-
ment, making it one of the

most vulnerable in Asia to
higher oil prices.

Observing that Indian
GDP growth was very
strong in the December
quarter, Fitch said the
GDP is more than 6 per
cent above its pre-pandem-
ic level though it is still
well below its implied pre-
pandemic trend.

"High-frequency data in-
dicate that the Indian
economy has ridden out
the Omicron wave with lit-
tle damage in stark con-
trast with the two previ-
ous coronavirus waves in
2020 and 2021," it said.

Fitch now sees inflation
strengthening further,
peaking above 7 per cent
in the December quarter
of 2022, before gradually
easing.

Fitch slashes FY23 India
growth forecast to 8.5 pc on
high energy prices, inflation

New Delhi, Mar 22 (PTI): 

The government is close-
ly monitoring the global
commodity price move-
ments and their impact on
the Indian economy
through trade in the after-
math of global supply dis-
ruptions amid the Russia-
Ukraine war, Parliament
was informed on Tuesday.

Minister of State for
Finance Pankaj
Chaudhury said the gov-
ernment is also committed
to supporting initiatives
for releases from Strategic
Petroleum Reserves to mit-
igate market volatility and
calm the rise in crude oil
prices. To a question on
whether the government
has made any review of
the economy consequent
upon the breakout of war

between Russia and
Ukraine, the minister said
the geopolitical tension be-
tween Russia and Ukraine
has led to global supply dis-
ruptions, resulting in a
steep increase in global
commodity prices, includ-
ing crude oil, gas, edible
oils and fertilisers, among
others. "Government of
India is closely monitoring
the global price move-
ments and their impact on
India's economy through
trade," he said.

He said India's GDP in
2021-22 is estimated to
grow at 8.9 per cent, which
will take the country's
GDP past the most recent
pre-pandemic output of
2019-20 to complete the re-
covery process.

"In addition,
Government is also com-
mitted to supporting initia-
tives for releases from
Strategic Petroleum
Reserves, for mitigating
market volatility and calm-
ing the rise in crude oil
prices," Chaudhury said.
International oil prices
started rising this year and
jumped to a 13-year high of
USD 140 per barrel earlier
this month as an after-
math of the Russia-
Ukraine war. Brent was
trading at USD 118.59 per
barrel on Tuesday.

Govt closely monitoring global commodity price
movements amid Russia-Ukraine war: FinMin

Mumbai, Mar 22 (PTI): 

Benchmark stock indices
Sensex and Nifty made a
spirited recovery to close
over 1 per cent higher on
Tuesday, riding on gains in
Reliance Industries, Infosys
and TCS amid a recovery in
global equities.

After opening lower, the
30-share BSE Sensex had
plunged to a day's low of
56,930.30 points on concerns
over inflation and growth
as India hiked fuel prices
after a 137-day hiatus.

However, the barometer
rebounded in afternoon
trade in line with gains in
European and Asian stocks.
The BSE Sensex closed up
by 696.81 points or 1.22 per
cent at 57,989.30 as 26 of its

constituents ended in
green. The broader NSE
Nifty climbed 197.90 points
or 1.16 per cent to finish at
17,315.50.

"We witnessed good re-
bound in markets driven by
buying in Reliance. Market
recovery after the morning
fall is a good sign for Indian
market. In coming days, we
still expect volatility to per-
sist till the war situation be-
tween Russia and Ukraine
and crude price stabilize,"
said Rahul Sharma of
Equity 99. Gains in the
broader market were mar-
ginal compared to the
benchmark index, with the
BSE midcap index gaining
0.17 per cent and smallcap
gauge 0.15 per cent.

Tech Mahindra emerged

as the lead gainer with a
jump of 3.83 per cent, fol-
lowed by RIL (2.59 per cent),
Bajaj Finserv (2.46 per
cent), ITC (2.21 per cent),
TCS (2.09 per cent), Kotak
Mahindra Bank (1.88 per
cent) and Infosys (1.87 per
cent).

In contrast, Hindustan
Unilever Limited, Nestle
India, NTPC, and Sun
Pharma were the laggards.

"The domestic market
started with a negative bias
taking cues from rising
crude prices and hawkish
signals from Fed on aggres-
sive policy tightening.
However, the trend reversed
as European markets
opened on a positive note
buoyed by hope that
Ukraine may consider

working towards a truce,"
said Vinod Nair, Head of
Research at Geojit
Financial Services.

Among BSE sectoral in-
dices, energy (1.96 per cent),
oil and gas (1.94 per cent),
IT (1.93 per cent) and Teck
(1.76 per cent) were the
biggest gainers.

"Markets posted strong
gains and settled around
the day's high amid mixed
cues. Initially, the bias was
slightly on the negative side
in continuation to
Monday's fall, however a
strong surge in the select
index majors from IT, ener-
gy, and banking space com-
pletely changed the tone in
the latter half," Ajit Mishra,
VP - Research, Religare
Broking Ltd said.

Sensex, Nifty rebound to settle 
1pc higher as RIL, Infosys gain

HANDICRAFT MELA

Artists from the country of Eswatini at the Surajkund Handicraft Mela, in Faridabad, Tuesday.

New Delhi, Mar 22 (PTI) 

The number of Indian
workers requiring digital
skills for their jobs is set to
rise by 27.3 million, repre-
senting seven per cent of
India's workforce, over the
next year, according to a re-
port.

Amazon Web Services
(AWS), an Amazon.com
company, released findings
from a new research report
that revealed digital skills
training needs have become
more pronounced amid the
pandemic.

About 95 per cent of
workers surveyed in India
acknowledged that they re-
quire more digital skills --
the ability and knowledge
to apply digital technolo-

gies for tasks in the work-
place - in order to cope with
changes in their jobs due to
the COVID-19 pandemic.

"...over the next year, the
number of India workers
requiring digital skills for
their jobs is projected to in-
crease by 27.3 million, rep-
resenting 7 per cent of
India's workforce," accord-
ing to the report.

That said, only 45 per
cent of employers in India
have a training plan in
place, which could affect
their competitiveness in
areas such as productivity,
innovation and employee
retention.

The 'Building Digital
Skills for the Changing
Workforce' report, prepared
by strategy and economic

consulting firm AlphaBeta
and commissioned by AWS,
surveyed 1,012 digitally
skilled workers in technolo-
gy and non-technology
roles, and 303 employers in
India, with representation
from public, private, and
nonprofit sectors of differ-
ent industries.

The ability to use cloud-
based tools, such as cloud
developer tools, as well as
online collaboration, ac-
counting, and customer re-
lationship management
(CRM) software will be the
most in-demand skill re-
quired by employers by
2025, followed by technical
support and cybersecurity
skills. The findings also
highlight the need for more
advanced cloud computing

skills, including machine
learning and cloud archi-
tecture design.

These skills are expected
to be in high demand in
businesses from healthcare
to agriculture, fintech to
media and entertainment,
the report said.

"Over the course of the
pandemic, we have seen or-
ganisations of all sizes accel-
erate their digital transfor-
mation plans, driving an in-
creased need for employers
and their workers to ad-
vance skills training for
cloud computing, cybersecu-
rity, and machine learning,
noted Rahul Sharma,
President, Public Sector
Amazon Internet Services
Private Limited (AISPL),
AWS India and South Asia.

Number of Indian workers requiring digital skills
set to rise by 27.3 mn over next year: Report

Bengaluru, Mar 22: 

COMEDK UGET and
Uni-GAUGE entrance ex-
aminations will be held on
June 19, 2022, Sunday, as a
combined examination for
admission to over 190
Engineering colleges and
50+ reputed private and
deemed universities, re-
spectively. The entrance test
will be held for admissions
to B.E/B. Tech pro-
grammes for colleges affili-
ated with the Karnataka
Professional Colleges
Foundation Trust and Uni-
GAUGE member universi-
ties. The exam will be con-
ducted online in over 150
cities across India, with

over 400 test centers. This
year, it expects over 80,000
students to appear for the
examination. Applicants
can register at
www.comedk.org or
www.unigauge.com.The ap-
plication process is open on-
line from 14th March 2022 to
02 May 2022. Speaking on
the occasion Dr. Kumar,
Executive Secretary
COMEDK said,“Karnataka
is the center for higher edu-
cation for the last 5 decades
and has been the most pre-
ferred destination for
Engineering aspirants, be-
cause of the choice of col-
leges, quality of education
and higher employability
rate after completion.

COMEDK- Uni-GAUGE entrance
exam application dates announced 

New Delhi, Mar 22 (PTI): 

The income tax department
has gathered "evidence" that
real estate group Omaxe
allegedly indulged in "unac-
counted" cash transactions
with customers to the tune of
over Rs 3,000 crore, officials
said on Tuesday.
The CBDT issued a statement
to say that it raided the prem-
ises of a leading real estate
group active in north India on
March 14.
"The search action covered
more than 45 premises in
Delhi and NCR, Chandigarh,
Ludhiana, Lucknow and
Indore," the statement issued
by the policy-making body for
the tax department said.
Officials identified the
searched group as Omaxe.
The Omaxe group could not be
reached for comments.
"Unaccounted" cash of Rs 25
crore and jewellery worth Rs 5
crore has been seized while 11

lockers have been put under
restraint, the Central Board of
Direct Taxes (CBDT) said.
"A large number of incriminat-
ing evidences including hard
copy documents and digital
data have been seized during
the search."
"The seized evidences contain
unaccounted 'on-money' cash
receipt data of the group from
various customers for more
than 10 years," it said.
The key employees and busi-
ness heads of various projects
have stated the modus
operandi of the group and
have "admitted" that the
group has generated unac-
counted income by accepting
'on-money' (cash) "unaccount-
ed" cash from its customers
which have not been recorded
in the regular books of
account, the CBDT claimed.
"Evidence of receipt of such
on-money exceeding Rs 3,000
crore has been gathered so
far," it said.

I-T dept detects Rs 3,000-cr
worth cash transactions

after raids on Omaxe group

New Delhi, Mar 22 (PTI) 

NITI Aayog on Tuesday
sought to dispel the fear that
India is favouring a closed
economy by promoting
'Atmanirbhar' mission, and
said the country can achieve
better results for its people by
having a deeper engagement
with the global supply and
value chain.

Inviting Japanese in-
vestors to set up companies
in India on a larger scale
under the recently launched
production linked incentive
(PLI) schemes, NITI Aayog
Vice-Chairman Rajiv Kumar
said India remains very
deeply committed to greater
integration with global flows
and the regional network.
"We would want the
Japanese companies to come
and make India an export
hub to the rest of the world
under the PLI scheme. I
think the environment is
there to develop it because on
the Indian side we have done,
and we will continue to do
whatever is required to at-

tract Japanese investment
into India.

"I do want to take this op-
portunity to dispel any fear at
all that the production linked
incentive scheme for the
Atmanirbhar, the self-reliant
India-- a call given by the
prime minister as a response
to the Covid situation and for
our economy to come out of
it-- I want to dispel the fear
that it is in any sense leading
us towards a closed economy,"
Kumar said while speaking at
a webinar on the 10th
ICRIER-PRI workshop on
'Policy Responses to COVID-
19 in India and Japan and
Prospects for Economic
Cooperation Going Ahead'.

He said there is no ques-
tion at all for India to move
back from its engagement

with the global economy,
trade, services, financial and
technological aspects among
others. "We are convinced
that it is only by a deeper inte-
gration for India that we will
achieve better results for our
people as we go forward.
"And I think what we have
done points towards that,
whether it the liberalisation
of our foreign investment in
defense sector, whether it is
opening up the defense sector
to our private domestic enter-
prises or liberalisation of our
services sector, all that I think
points to the fact that India re-
mains very deeply committed
to greater integration with
global flows and our regional
network," Kumar said while
inviting Japanese firms to in-
vest more in India.

He said that Japan can
contribute to every aspect of
the Indian economy and
help it grow the exports by
taking advantage of the
global demand and achieve a
higher share in global trade
and merchandise services
growth.

Atmanirbhar mission not leading India
towards closed economy, says Niti VC

New Delhi, Mar 22 (PTI): 

The Central Consumer
Protection Authority
(CCPA) has ordered dis-
continuation of certain
misleading advertise-
ments of Sensodyne tooth-
paste within seven days
and imposed a penalty of
Rs 10 lakh on the manufac-
turer.

An official release on
Tuesday stated that adver-
tisements of Sensodyne
products which make the
claims 'Recommended by
dentists worldwide' and
'World's No.1 sensitivity
toothpaste' have been or-
dered to be discontinued
within seven days. The au-
thority also directed pay-
ment of penalty of Rs 10
lakh.

Advertisements which
show endorsements by for-
eign dentists have been or-
dered to be discontinued
as per the earlier order
passed by CCPA.

The CCPA, headed by

Nidhi Khare, "recently
passed order against mis-
leading advertisements of
Sensodyne products which
make the claims
'Recommended by dentists
worldwide' and 'World's No
1 sensitivity toothpaste,"
the statement said.

Previously on February
9, 2022, the CCPA had
passed an order directing
discontinuation of adver-
tisement of Sensodyne
products which show en-
dorsement by foreign den-
tists.

The CCPA had initiated
suo-moto action against
advertisement of
Sensodyne products on
various platforms includ-
ing television, Youtube,
Facebook and Twitter. The
ads show dentists practis-
ing outside India (UK) en-
dorsing the use of
Sensodyne products name-
ly Sensodyne Rapid Relief
and Sensodyne Fresh Gel
for protection against
teeth sensitivity.

Mumbai, Mar 22: 
KN Agri Resources created a
history by overall subscription
and procurement in the SME
becoming the highest sub-
scribed lPO in terms of seg-
ment in F.Y . 202I-22. The '
49.38 cr. initial public offer
opened for subscription on
March 15 with a price band of
'71- 75 pershare and closed on
March 17. Against the 12.49
lakh shares on offer, the net
qualified institutional buyer
(QlB) category (excluorng
Anchor investor portion)
received bids for 3.33 crore
shares (26.65 times); the non-
institutional category received
bids for 72.44 crore shares
(771.28 times) against 9.39
lakh shares on offer. The retail
category also saw a robust
response as the quota was sub-
scribed 87.52 times with total
bids received of L9.15 crore
against 21.88 lakh shares on
offer.  KN Agri Resources is an
integrated, global agribusiness
and food company operating in
the farm-to consumer. 

KN Agri IPO issues
subscribed 144 times

CCPA imposes Rs 10 lakh penalty
for misleading ads of Sensodyne



Ajay Devgn always wanted to be 
a director, says childhood pal Rohit Shetty

Filmmaker Rohit Shetty revealed on Monday
that Bollywood star and his childhood friend
Ajay Devgn's first love was direction and that

he always wanted to be a director. He also praised
Ajay for his sound knowledge of technicali-
ties of filmmaking. Speaking on the
sidelines of the trailer launch of
'Runway 34' which has been di-
rected by Ajay, the 'Golmaal' di-
rector said, "This may come

as a surprise, but since the
time I have known Ajay, he

has always wanted to be a di-
rector. His technical knowl-

edge as a director is unparal-
leled and you will get to see that in

'Runway 34' where he has shot with 10-13 cameras
in a cockpit. Shooting with heavy equipment in
such a confined space is not an easy task." "In ad-
dition to acting and direction, Ajay is the pro-
ducer of the film as well. And let me tell you,
he is one producer, who goes all out if he be-
lieves in the script. He won't hold back from
spending on the film and I have personally
seen that happening with 'Raju Chacha', that
film was made on a budget of Rs 38 crore at a
time when most Bollywood films were made for
Rs 7-8 crore." 

While actors are
continuously hon-
ing their acting

skills, they must also main-
tain a fitness regime to
look their best while por-
traying a variety of roles
on television. Actor Sahil
Phull, who plays 'Kashi’ in
Sony Entertainment
Television's slice of life
drama 'Jagannath aur
Purvi Ki Dosti Anokhi,' has
amassed a sizable fan base
over the years because of
his spectacular acting tal-
ent, sharp features  and
charming personality.
Even as Kashi, Sahil has
successfully struck a
chord with the audience
for his heartwarming
performance making the
character relatable. To
get into the character of
Kashi, Sahil has been
putting in a lot of time

and effort in order to pre-
pare for this role. Along
with getting the Banarasi
diction right, he has been
working on his physique as
well.

Sharing a few details
about his fitness regime
that he follows, Sahil Phull
said, "As an actor one
needs to always focus on
his acting skills and his
look especially at a time
when he needs to fit into a
particular character. I am
a total foodie however, the
profession I am in re-
quires me to stay in my
best form and shape at all
times, so I actively try to
balance by eating simple
home-cooked food. I do in-
termittent fasting and ex-
ercise at-least four times a
week. My favorite form of
exercise is core strength
training.

Comedy is one of the
toughest genres to
crack and only the

best or funniest few man-
age to crack up the audi-
ence. To have the audi-
ence in splits year after
year is indeed a great ac-
complishment. &TV’s
Happu Ki Ultan Paltan, a
rib-tickling show of
"gharelu" misadventures,
comic tragedies of Daroga
Happu Singh (Yogesh
Tripathi), his "Dabangg
Dulhan" Rajesh (Kamna
Pathak), and his obstinate
mother Katori Amma
(Himani Shivpuri) is one
such show that has com-
pleted 3 successful years

now. Today, Happu’s comi-
cal errors, Rajesh’s quirky
comebacks and Amma’s
buland andaaz have a spe-
cial part in the TV-loving
audience’s hearts.

To celebrate this mile-
stone, the entire team has
also cut a cake on the set.
The show’s producer,
Sanjay Kohli, of Edit II
Productions, shares, "The
show is our baby, and
watching it grow and turn
into such a big success
makes me feel extremely
proud and content. The
idea of creating a show
that can instantly lift any-
one's mood has been ac-
complished with Happu

Ki Ultan Paltan. While we
celebrate three years of
completion today, our con-
stant endeavour is to con-
tinue offering hilarity and
spread the joy of comedy
year after year. On this
day, I would like to thank
&TV and my entire team
who work hard to bring a
smile on everyone’s face.”

Katori Amma essayed
by the veteran actress
Himani Shivpuri cannot
hold on to her excitement.
She says, “I have been in
this industry for almost
four decades and have
played numerous charac-
ters, but Katori Amma
will always be my most

cherished role. These
three years have been no
less than a roller coaster
ride, as we as a team faced
a global pandemic and yet
came back stronger with a
single motto to make our
viewers laugh. Cheers to

three years of teamwork,
creativity, laughter and
madness.”

Continue watching
your favourite Happu Ki
Ultan Paltan, airing every
Monday to Friday at 10:00
pm only on &TV!

Happu Ki Ultan Paltan celebrates 
3 years anniversary milestone

Rajamouli’s
next with Mahesh
Babu will not be a
multi-starrer

S.S. Rajamouli has cleared the air
on the big debate on his upcoming
movie with Mahesh Babu.

As it is being rumoured that Rajamouli's
movie with Mahesh will have another star
hero, the 'RRR' director that there is no
truth in the gossip.

There was gossip about another star actor
joining the Mahesh Babu-Rajamouli ven-
ture, which was turned down by the direc-
tor himself. Rajamouli, who was quizzed
about the same during a media interac-
tive session, said, "Maybe because my re-
cent projects - 'Baahubali', 'Baahubali 2',
and now 'RRR' are all multi-starters,
this assumption has come out. But,
Mahesh Babu's movie is going to be a
solo one". It is also reported that
Rajamouli has planned to wrap up the
shooting of this yet-to-begin movie in
less than a year, despite its grandeur.

Meanwhile, Mahesh Babu, who
awaits the release of his 'Sarkaru
Vaari Paata', will wrap up a movie,
which is to be directed by
Trivikram Srinivas.

Singer
Beyonce is
in talks to per-

form on Oscars telecast
from Compton tennis
courts.

Organisers behind the big
award event are pulling out all
the stops to land an iconic per-

formance from best original song
nominee Beyonce, multiple sources
close to the show told 'Variety'.

While the superstar made nary an
awards campaign stop over the past
months in support of her track 'Be
Alive', co-written with artist Dixson for
the film 'King Richard'", Beyonce's camp
has been in deep talks with producers to
mount a satellite performance of the song
-- one that would possibly open the show,
and broadcast live from tennis courts in
Compton, California.

According to 'Variety', the concept began so-
lidifying last Monday, three individuals with
knowledge of the talks said.

The location, of course, is where sports leg-
ends Venus and Serena practiced relentless
drills in their youth under the watchful eye of
their father, Richard. One possible scenario

would have Will Smith, who plays
the titular character in the film, ap-
pear onsite with Beyonce and then
presumably head north to
Hollywood in time to take his seat
for the announcement of the best
actor category, sources added.

An Academy spokesperson did
not respond to a request for com-
ment. A Beyonce spokesperson
couldn't immediately be reached
for comment.

The 'Naughty Girl' singer is
notoriously secretive, often re-
quiring the most high-level col-
laborators to sign binding
nondisclosure agreements for
the chance to work with her.

Numerous insiders close to
the industry and to the city gov-

ernment said that it's possible Beyonce would abandon
the concept entirely if any of her plans were to be revealed.
While there are numerous tennis courts in the City of
Compton, located in metro Los Angeles, the Lueders Park
courts were officially rebranded as the Venus and Serena
Williams Court of Champion in 2016. The Compton City
Manager's office did not return multiple calls for com-
ment on the matter. Any pop culture watcher or
Beyhive member would recognise a move like this
as trademark Beyonce, a performance that
could utilise the popularity of the Oscars to
shine a light on Compton, and celebrate
two native daughters who conquered

their sport and the world. Over the
years, the Academy has shown

their affection for Beyonce
as a performer.

ACROSS
1. TV "opera"
5. Fiery felony
10. Blueprint
14. Song
15. Owned apartment
16. Stir up
17. Appeal
19. Till bills
20. Cuddle
21. Possibility

23. Arid
24. Printers' measures
26. That lady
27. Say
30. Parcel out
34. Voyaging
38. Leg part
39. Peruvian animal
40. Heidi's cousin
42. Gallery exhibit
43. Crowbar, for one
44. Artist's stand

45. Paper measure
47. Rave
48. Perspire
49. Juan's goodbye
51. Taxi
53. Fabrication
54. Joan of ____
57. Boulder's state
62. Grinning person
64. Keen
65. Monotonous
67. Horse's hair
68. Blinding light
69. Squeaks by
70. Caribous' kin
71. Actress ____ Barkin
72. Dissolve

DOWN
1. Tolerate
2. External
3. Fidgety
4. Jaunty
5. Emphasizes
6. Spoil
7. Cut off
8. Smell
9. Forbidden items (hyph.)
10. Motorboat feature
11. Draw the ____
12. Guinness of "Star Wars"
13. Avian dwelling
18. Pub beverages
22. Will
25. Largest desert
28. Worn out

29. Involve
31. Volcanic rock
32. Sign
33. Small pie
34. High cards
35. Cabbage dish
36. Comfort
37. Long-distance prefixes (2 wds.)
41. Communion table
46. Dampen
50. Highway vehicle
52. Flat-bottomed boat
54. Similar
55. Make merry
56. Wave top
57. Showed up
58. Egg-shaped
59. Connect
60. Secluded valley
61. October's stone
63. Ledger entry
66. Bard's "before"
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You may fall in love today! If single,
romance colours your day with a rain-
bow. If married, you may enjoy a quiet
but romantic evening with your
spouse. Ganesha says that if nothing
else, it's a good time to pour over your
photo albums and float in nostalgia.

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18
You will be treading new ground at
work. Exciting as that sounds, it merely
means you will have to do a lot of travel-
ling today. You will also find yourself
swamped with drafting new business
proposals, holding meetings, or other-
wise networking over the phone. 

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20
Today, the stars put you on high alert...
and not for nothing. You will save your-
self from being swindled. Though you
will easily manage to stay ahead of oth-
ers, you may make a few enemies on
your way. It's not a good day if you're
looking to buy a house or vehicle, says
Ganesha.

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20
People around you will be surprised to
witness the considerate and compas-
sionate side of you today, says Ganesha.
Problems may come knocking but you,
along with support from your loved
ones, will handle them with brilliant
tact. Enjoy the company of near and
dear ones and let your presence be felt
in social outings, suggests Ganesha.

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

Today, you will decide to become a bit
more conscious about your health. You
may or may not join a gym or measure
your calories, but you will definitely sit
up and take notice of your lifestyle and
unhealthy food habits, predicts
Ganesha. A new job is also likely, which
will pen a completely new chapter in
your life.

Gemini: May 22 – June 21
You will be in a joyous mood. You will be
de-lighted in whatever task you do.
Financial matters will confound you,
with even a petty issue causing tension.
Ganesha says it will be a colourful day,
with happy tidings.

Cancer: June 22 – July 22
Your entire day will be spent at work.
Those working in large corporations will
have to fulfill heightened expectations
from their superiors. Housewives will
need to tackle other work, apart from
their daily chores. It is an important day
for you, says Ganesha.

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23
You will stay away from partnership ven-
tures. Ganesha says you have the ability
to control large-scale projects on your
own. You have leadership qualities, and
will be able to coordinate team work and
direct your colleagues to get the
required amount of work from them.

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

Ganesha says that you will be able to
attain a huge benefit because of your
nature to take chances. Higher ups in the
office will take notice of your skills and
ability to work well. Seniors in your office
will promote and inspire you to give your
best Ganesha says this is not a good time
to get into a direct fight with anyone since
it will lead to more problems and issues.

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23
You are ready to take up the challenges
that life has to throw at you. Thanks to
the confidence within you, which gives
you power to fight it out against all
odds. Even if you take up a mammoth
task, you are bound to succeed today,
predicts Ganesha.

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22
Round and round they tumble, the wheels
of life, smoothly gliding into a routine. You
may spend your day in discontent due to
the rut of regular activities. Sadly, there is
little hope or adventure Ganesha foresees
that might make this day worthwhile for
you. There will be glimpses of excitement
in the evening but on the whole, it will be
nothing to write home about.

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21
Duping the wisest with your extraordi-
nary power of convincing may have been
your forte, but you may have to prove
yourself all over again, for Ganesha says
you will be tested today. This apart, you
are likely to find answers to questions
lingering in your subconscious mind for
long. 

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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Boris Becker accused of hiding 
tennis trophies during trial

London: Former tennis
champion Boris Becker
went on trial in London
for allegedly concealing
property including nine
trophies from bank-
ruptcy trustees and
dodging his obligation
to disclose financial in-
formation to settle his
debts. Prosecutors said
Becker, 54, acted dis-
honestly when he hid or

failed to hand over as-
sets before and after he was declared bankrupt in
June 2017. He is on trial charged with 24 counts under
insolvency laws. Prosecutor Rebecca Chalkley said
the assets include trophies such as the 1985 and 1989
Wimbledon men's singles title, his Australian Open
trophies from 1991 and 1996 and his 1992 Olympic gold
medal. Becker is accused of concealing 1.13 million
euros ( 1.25 million) from the sale of a Mercedes car
dealership he owned in Germany.

India is not far from having a Major
winner: Gary Player

New Delhi: Golf legend Gary Player on Tuesday said
Anirban Lahiri's second place finish at The PLAY-
ERS championship just shows that India is not very
far from having a Major winner. Lahiri finished sole
second at the PLAYERS Championship in Florida, US
on March 14 to walk away with a career-best USD 2.18
million in earnings. "Lahiri's performance was such
an amazing effort against all the best players in the
world," the nine-time Major champion Player told re-
porters on the eve of the DGC Open here. "He finished
second in the fifth most important tournament and I
wonder if the Indian population realise the publicity
that he got for India is quite remarkable. "If Lahiri
can finish second at The PLAYERS, he can definitely
win a Major, no question and what a happy day it
would be for me to see an African or a person from
India winning a Major."

Hamilton, Mar 22 (PTI):

Yastika Bhatia's gritty
half-century and Sneh
Rana's all-round perform-
ance powered India a domi-
nating 110-run win over
Bangladesh and kept them
in the hunt for a semifinal
spot at the ICC Women's
World Cup, here on Tuesday.

Opting to bat, India recov-
ered from a mid-inning col-
lapse to post a modest 229 for
seven, riding on a responsi-
ble 80-ball 50 by Bhatia and a
late flourish from Rana (27)
and Pooja Vastrakar (30).

Defending the total, the
spinners, led by Rana (4/30),
controlled the proceedings
as they struck at regular in-
tervals.

India bowled out
Bangladesh for 119 in 40.3
overs to register their third
win of the tournament. The
big win helped India im-
prove their Net-Run-Rate
(0.768) further.

The Mithali Raj-led side
will take on South Africa in
the final league match on
Sunday. Before that match, if
the second-placed Proteas
beat West Indies on
Thursday India's semifinal
chances will get better.

India's decision to bring
in senior spinner Poonam
Yadav (1/25) in place of
pacer Meghna Singh paid
dividends. With spinners op-
erating from both the ends
on a slow track, Bangladesh
found the run-scoring diffi-
cult. India restricting
Bangladesh to 69/5 after 25
overs.

Lata Mondal (24) and
Salma Khatun (32) provided
some resistance with a 40-
run partnership which was

broken by Jhulan Goswami
when she dismissed the lat-
ter, while Vastrakar ac-
counted for the former a few
overs later.

The pace duo of Goswami
(2/19) and Vastrakar (2/26)
shared four wickets between
them while the spinners ac-
counted for the rest.

Earlier, Smriti Mandhana
(30) and Shafali Verma (42)
shared 74 runs for the open-
ing wicket but Ritu Moni
(3/37) and Nahida Akter
(2/42) shared five wickets be-
tween them to reduce India
from 74 for no loss to 108 for
4 at one stage.

Mandhana ended up hit-
ting straight to Fargana
Hoque off Akter, while
Moni struck twice in two

balls in the next over to
leave India at 74 for 3 in 15.4
overs.

While Verma was
stumped by Nigar Sultana,
skipper Mithali Raj (0) was
out for a first-ball duck as
India lost three wickets in
quick succession.

V i c e - c a p t a i n
Harmanpreet Kaur (14)
then joined Bhatia as the
two tried to resurrect the in-
nings but the duo scored
only 34 runs in 70 balls be-
fore a direct throw from
Hoque caught the former
short of her crease.

Bhatia (50 off 80) and
Richa Ghosh (26) then
added 54 runs to take India
past the 150-run score.

The duo played at a good

pace with Ghosh slamming
Lata Mondal (0/20) for suc-
cessive fours in the 30th
over.

However, Akter brought
Bangladesh back into the
game when she had Ghosh
caught behind while she
tried to cut a ball that was
too close to the body.

After completing her fifty,
Bhatia too perished in the
next ball while trying for a
paddle scoop, only to be
caught by at short fine leg.

Vastrakar (30) and Rana
(27) then came together at
180 for 6 at the end of 44th
over to add 48 off 38 balls,
taking India past the 200-
run mark. With the two
going strong, the last 10
overs yielded 64 runs.

Women’s WC: India rout 
Bangladesh to keep hopes alive

Wellington: Skipper Meg
Lanning produced anoth-
er masterclass, smashing
an unbeaten 135 as six-
time champions Australia
continued their in-
vincible run with
a five-wicket
thrashing of
S o u t h
Africa in the
ICC Women's
World Cup here on
Tuesday.

Lanning scored her
15th ODI century with 15
hits to the fence and one
maximum during her
130-ball unconquered in-
nings to help Australia
successfully chase down
South Africa's total of
271 for 5 with 28 balls to
spare at Basin Reserve.

Invited to bat, opener
Laura Wolvaardt
cracked a 134-ball 90,
while skipper Sune Luus
(52) notched another
half-century as South
Africa posted a decent
total from their 50 overs.

However, it proved in-
adequate in the end as
Lanning took control of
Australia's chase and
recorded her third
World Cup century
to lead her team to a
comfortable victory.

The win further consol-
idated Australia's position
at the top of the table with
12 points from six matches
and they are likely to end
at the top with just one
match to go against
Bangladesh in the league
stage. It was South

Africa's first loss of the
tournament. They remain
second in the standings
with 8 points from five
games but are still in dan-
ger of missing out on the
semifinals should they fail
to win any of their final
two matches against West
Indies and India.

Imperious Lanning leads Aus past SA



‘Scrap civil aviation ministry to 
create holistic transport ministry’

New Delhi, Mar 22 (PTI): 

TMC MP Mahua Moitra
on Wednesday demanded
that the civil aviation min-
istry be scrapped and
merged to create a holistic
ministry for transport as it
was no longer in the busi-
ness of running a national
airline.

Participating in the dis-
cussion in Lok Sabha on
the demand for grants of
the civil aviation ministry,
she said that with the pri-
vatisation of Air India last
month there was no point
in discussing that as it was
already a "fait accompli"
and "we need to move on".

"We can only hope that
this government has put in

enough rules and reason-
able processes for aircraft
to be made available from
the private sector for emer-
gencies as and when re-
quired by the government
of India, as we have seen in
the case of Ukraine and
many others in the last few
years," she said. Moitra

pointed out that since 2014,
Air India formed 60-95 per
cent of the civil aviation
ministry's budget.

The sale of Air India, ba-
sically an airline that cost
the exchequer about Rs
120,000 crore in the past 10
years due to "gross mis-
management", is being
now lauded as a landmark
success, she said, slam-
ming the government.

Pointing to the decrease
in the amount for regional
connectivity scheme
UDAN scheme and the Air
India privatisation, she
asked that with a "paltry"
budget expenditure of Rs
1,240 crore what is the need
for a separate ministry of
civil aviation.

Indore drenches in colours as ‘gair’
yatra takes place after 2 years

Indore, Mar 22 (PTI): 

After a gap of two years,
the traditional 'gair or faag'
yatra was taken out in
Indore on the occasion of
Rang Panchmi on Tuesday
by revellers in a grand
manner amidst showers of
water colours and gulal.

The much-awaited event,
celebrated a few days after
Holi, remained suspended
for the last two years be-
cause of coronavirus, but
this year, as the cases
dropped and the third wave
waned, the festival was
back with gusto.

In the backdrop of vast
improvement in the coron-
avirus situation, Madhya
Pradesh chief minister

Shivraj Singh Chouhan
has urged people to cele-
brate festivals with full en-
thusiasm. The Rang

Panchmi 'gair' (a tanker
showering water colours
on people through a pipe
connected with a pump)

started from different
areas of the city and
reached Rajbada (castle of
former rulers of Indore,
Holkars) to spread colours
on revellers. A large num-
ber of people had con-
verged in the heart of the
city to watch the colourful
event.

According to local resi-
dents, the tradition of tak-
ing out 'gair' started from
the time of Holkar rulers
when members of the roy-
alty would come out to
play Holi with common
citizens. During those
days, bullock cart-mount-
ed 'gairs' were used with
colours prepared from
tesu flowers and other
herbal products.

Expedite work on Samalei
project: Odisha government 

Sambalpur, Mar 22 (PTI): 

The Odisha government
told officials to expedite
the work on redevelop-
ment of the Samaleswari
Temple, one of the most
revered shrines in the
state, so that it can be com-
pleted on time.

A high-level team, led by
Chief Secretary Suresh
Chandra Mohapatra, visit-
ed Sambalpur on Monday
to assess the progress of
the Samaleswari Temple
Area Management and
Local Economy Initiatives
(Samalei) Scheme.

Under the project, trans-
formative improvement of
the Samaleswari Temple
in western Odisha, will be
carried out on the lines of
the Jagannath Temple in

Puri and the Lingaraj
Temple in Bhubaneswar.
The redevelopment in-
cludes beautification and
peripheral development of
the temple, heritage corri-
dor, state-of-the-art ameni-
ties and the Mahanadi
riverfront development.

The delegation reviewed
the construction work on
the resettlement colony in
Durgapali, where people
who will be displaced due
to the implementation of
the scheme will be rehabil-
itated. The Odisha govern-
ment is providing all the
amenities for the affected
people there, the Chief
Minister's Office said.

The team talked to the
officials of the Odisha
Bridge and Construction
Corporation (OBCC),

which is implementing the
project. They directed the
firm to expedite the work
for the timely completion
of the project, which will
offer a "divine experience"
to the devotees and give a
boost to the local economy,
according to the CMO.

The board of the 16th-
century shrine, discussed
with the team regarding
the implementation of the
Rs 200-crore project, which
is expected to be complet-
ed by next year.

The land acquisition
process is underway by
the district administration
now, an OBCC official
said. The Samaleswari
Temple was constructed
by Balram Dev, the first
Chouhan king of
Sambalpur.

New Delhi, Mar 22 (PTI): 

The government on
Tuesday approved the ex-
tension of applicability of
the 'New Investment
Policy-2012' for three up-
coming units of Hindustan
Urvarak & Rasayan Ltd
(HURL) at Gorakhpur,
Sindri and Barauni. The
government had an-
nounced the New
Investment Policy (NIP) -
2012 in January, 2013 and
its amendment in October,
2014 to facilitate fresh in-
vestment in the urea sector
and to make India self-suf-
ficient.

"The Cabinet Committee
on Economic Affairs,
chaired by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, has given
approval for the proposal of
the Department of
Fertilisers for extension of

applicability of New
Investment Policy (NIP)-
2012" for these three units
of HURL, an official state-
ment said.

HURL, incorporated in
June, 2016, is a joint ven-
ture of Coal India Ltd,
NTPC and Indian Oil
Corporation. It is reviving
the erstwhile Gorakhpur
and Sindri Units of FCIL
and Barauni Unit of GFCL
by setting up new gas
based urea plants with an
installed capacity of 12.7
lakh tonnes per annum
each. The cost of the three
HURL urea projects is Rs
25,120 crore. GAIL is sup-
plying natural gas to these
three units.

The commissioning of
the three units will add
38.1 lakh tonnes per
annum urea production in
the country. The project

will not only improve the
availability of fertiliser to
farmers but also give a
boost to the economy in
the region including devel-
opment of infrastructure
like roads, railways, ancil-
lary industry etc. besides
ensuring food security to
the nation.

These three facilities
aim to meet the demand for
urea in seven states -- Uttar
Pradesh, Bihar,
Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh,
Madhya Pradesh, West
Bengal and Odisha. All
three HURL units have var-
ious unique features like
blast-proof control room
equipped with DCS (dis-
tributed control system),
ESD (emergency shutdown
system) and environment
monitoring systems. There
is no offsite waste water
disposal in these plants.

Pune, Mar 22 (PTI): 

The National Defence
Academy (NDA), the pres-
tigious military training
institute of the country, is
geared up to train the first
batch of girl cadets with
effect from this June, a de-
fence release said, adding
that the training will
largely be gender-neutral
except some aspects of
physical training which
may entail certain
changes.

As part of the prepara-
tions, one of the
squadrons has been identi-
fied for the stay of girl
cadets and existing infra-
structure is being aug-
mented.

Akin to their male coun-
terparts, girls of the age
group 16-and-half to 19

years will undergo three
years of military training
after successfully clearing
the UPSC-NDA written
exam, Services Selection
Board (SSB) interviews
and medicals, the release
said on Tuesday.

A total of 19 vacancies-
10 for the Army, 6 for the
Air Force and 3 for the
Indian Navy- have been al-
lotted by the respective
service headquarters for
the first batch of girls at
the NDA, it said.

The training objective at
the NDA shall continue to
remain as the centre of ex-
cellence for producing mil-
itary leaders equipped
with professional, moral
and physical attributes re-
quired for leading the
troops to victory in the fu-
ture battlefields, it stated.

With minimum changes
to the existing curricu-
lum, the training in aca-
demics, drill, outdoor
training, etc. will be con-
ducted in a gender-neutral
manner.

However, owing to phys-
iological differences be-
tween male and female
cadets, the aspect of physi-
cal training may entail
certain changes in the
training of girl cadets, the
release said.

The dedicated support
staff will be provided for
facilitating the training of
girl cadets, it said, adding
that a majority of training
activities shall be conduct-
ed jointly keeping their
employability in mind,
wherein the women offi-
cers are required to com-
mand the troops of men.

Similar training
methodology already ex-
ists in other pre-commis-
sioning training acade-
mies like the OTA
Chennai, INA Ezhimala,
and AFA Hyderabad.

For the stay of girl
cadets, one of the
squadrons has been identi-
fied and is being refur-
bished with amenities and
requirements specific for
their training. Actions are
underway to augment the
existing infrastructure,
the release said.

Requisite modifications
will also be undertaken to
conform to gender-specific
lifestyle requirements.
Whereas in the long term,
a separate squadron is
being envisaged exclusive-
ly for girl cadets, the re-
lease said.
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Devotees shower flower petals on artists dressed as Lord Krishna and Goddess Radha in celebration of the festival
of Rang Panchami, in Bhopal, Tuesday.

RANG PANCHAMI CELEBRATION

Citizens holding placards participate in a rally demanding to save water bodies on the occasion of World Water Day,
in Kolkata, Tuesday.

AWARENESS CAMPAIGN

NDA gears up to train 
first batch of girl cadets

‘Need to develop
30-40 greenfield

airports’

New Delhi, March 22
(PTI): BJP member
Rajiv Pratap Rudy on
Tuesday made a strong
case for developing 30-
40 greenfield airports
in the country to cater
to the requirement of
ever increasing num-
ber of air passengers.

Participating in the
discussion on de-
mands for grants for
the Civil Aviation
Ministry in the Lok
Sabha, he said that up-
grading existing air-
ports and using de-
fence enclaves for civil
aviation "is not the fu-
ture."

Former Civil
Aviation Minister
Rudy said the capacity
of existing airports or
brown field airports
cannot be increased
beyond a point even
after incurring huge
expenditure.

Similarly, the air-
ports at defence en-
claves cannot be up-
graded as air force
planes do not need
CAT-3 or night landing
facilities which are es-
sential for operating
large civilian aircraft.

He asked the govern-
ment to expedite devel-
opment of a new air-
port at Patna and focus
on "developing 25, 30 or
40 greenfield airports
in the country."

HURL's 3 Fertiliser Plants

‘Govt extends applicability of 
New Investment Policy-2012’

Rajiv Pratap Rudy

People play with colours during a procession in celebration 
of the festival of Rang Panchami, in Indore, Tuesday.

New Delhi, Mar 22 (PTI): 

Mere breach of contract
is not in itself a criminal of-
fence and gives rise to the
civil liability of damages,
the Supreme Court said on
Tuesday. A bench of
Justices S A Nazeer and
Krishna Murari said the
distinction between mere
breach of contract and
cheating, which is a crimi-
nal offence, is a fine one.

"There can be no doubt
that a mere breach of con-
tract is not in itself a crimi-
nal offence and gives rise to
the civil liability of dam-
ages. "While breach of con-
tract cannot give rise to
criminal prosecution for
cheating, fraudulent or dis-
honest intention is the
basis of the offence of

cheating," the bench said.
The top court made these

observations while hearing
an appeal filed by the
Managing Director and the
Directors of a company
challenging an order of the
Calcutta high court which
refused to quash proceed-
ings against them in a case
of cheating and criminal
breach of trust. In January
2008, respondent no. 2, an
authorised representative
of SMC Global Securities
Ltd, Delhi desired to make
an investment on its behalf
with the appellants. It was
mutually decided between
the parties that Respondent
No. 2 will invest an amount
of Rs. 2.5 crore with the
company in lieu of which
they will be issued 2,50,000
equity shares of Priknit

Apparel Pvt. Ltd.
Subsequently, Respondent
No. 2 filed their share appli-
cation form along with the
cheque of Rs. 2.5 crore.
Later, an allotment letter
was issued in favour of
Respondent No. 2 whereby
2,50,000 shares were issued
in lieu of the investment
made by him. Having failed
to bring the I.P.O as per the
memorandum of under-
standing, Respondent No. 2
issued a legal notice dated
to the appellants, who duly
replied to the legal notice
denying all the allegations
contained in the legal no-
tice. Later, a criminal case
was filed against the appel-
lants. The top court said
that in the case at hand, the
complaint filed by the
Respondent No. 2 does not

disclose dishonest or fraud-
ulent intentions of the ap-
pellants. "Having gone
through the complaint/FIR
and even the charge sheet,
it cannot be said that the
averments in the FIR and
the allegations in the com-
plaint against the appellant
constitute an offence under
Section 405 (Criminal
breach of trust.) & 420
(cheating) of Indian Penal
Code, 1860.

"Even in a case where al-
legations are made in re-
gard to failure on the part of
the accused to keep his
promise, in the absence of a
culpable intention at the
time of making the promise
being absent, no offence
under Section 420 IPC can
be said to have been made
out," the bench said.

Mere breach of contract not
criminal offence: SC

Oppn seeks to
punch holes in
UDAN scheme

New Delhi, Mar 22 (PTI):
The Opposition on Tuesday
sought to punch holes in the
government's regional con-
nectivity scheme UDAN
claiming that less than 50 per
cent routes awarded under
the marquee initiative were
operational and only a frac-
tion were functioning with-
out subsidy. Initiating a dis-
cussion in Lok Sabha on the
demand for grants of the civil
aviation ministry, Congress
member Ravneet Singh Bittu
said only 405 routes out of the
948 awarded by the Airports
Authority of India (AAI)
since October 2016 were oper-
ational as on December 2021.
Bittu also voiced concern
over the budgetary cuts for
Directorate of Civil Aviation
(DGCA), Bureau of Civil
Aviation Security (BCAS)
and the Aircraft Accident
Investigation Board (AAIB).


