
New Delhi, Mar 16 (PTI): 

When did Kapil Sibal
fight an election for any
position in the party, sen-
ior Congress leader
Salman Khurshid asked
on Wednesday as he hit
back at his party colleague
for criticising the Gandhi
family's leadership.

Saying it was a bit sad to
complain after receiving

so much from the organi-
sation, Khurshid also at-
tacked the Group of 23' sig-
natories, including Sibal,
who wrote a letter to Sonia

Gandhi in 2020 seeking
sweeping changes in the
party. The Gandhi family
is the party's integrating
factor and the best possi-
ble leadership option in
this moment of crisis,"
Khurshid told PTI, coun-
tering Sibal who said it
was time for the Gandhis
to step aside from a leader-
ship role and give some
other person a chance.

"When did Mr. Sibal
fight an election to get into
any position in the party,"
he asked in response to
Sibal's remarks in an in-

terview that the Gandhis
should voluntarily move
away because "a body
nominated by them will
never tell them that they
should not continue to
hold the reins of power".

Khurshid's staunch de-
fence of the Gandhis
comes at a time the
Congress faces an existen-
tial crisis following its
electoral defeats in the re-
cent assembly elections,
including in Uttar Pradesh
where it won only two
seats and a little over 2 per
cent of the votes.

Busted
NNaaggppuurr:: One person was
arrested and a woman
was rescued from a flesh
trade racket operating at
an apartment in
Maharashtra's Nagpur,
police said on
Wednesday. Based on a
tip-off, the social security
branch (SSB) of the
police raided a flat in
Beltarodi area of Nagpur
on Tuesday and rescued a
woman, an official said. 

Credentials 
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Envoys of five
countries, including Russia,
presented their credentials
to President Ram Nath
Kovind on Wednesday, an
official spokesperson said
here. At a ceremony held at
the Rashtrapati Bhavan,
Russian Ambassador Denis
Evgenyevich Alipov and
High Commissioner of
Canada Cameron Dean
MacKay presented their
credentials to the president.
Ambassador of Indonesia
Ina Hagniningtyas
Krisnamurthi, Ambassador
of Algeria Abderrahmane
Benguerrah and High
Commissioner of Malawi
Leonard Senza Mengezi also
presented their credentials
to President Kovind.

Drugs seized 
GGuuwwaahhaattii:: Drugs worth Rs
100 crore in the interna-
tional market have been
seized and two persons
arrested in Assam's
Kamrup Metropolitan dis-
trict, police said on
Wednesday. Acting on a
tip-off, Guwahati Police
intercepted a truck com-
ing from Manipur at a toll
plaza in Sonapur police
station area and seized 4.6
lakh Yaba tablets, 12 kg of
methamphetamine and 1.5
kg of heroin from the vehi-
cle, an officer said.

Bail denied 
SSrriinnaaggaarr:: A Juvenile Justice
Board here on Wednesday
denied bail to a teenage
boy who had eloped with a
15-year old girl, saying bail
would "defeat the ends of
justice". The boy, not even
16 years of age and
referred to as a Child in
Conflict with Law (CICL) in
legal parlance, was alleged
to be in "serious romantic
and sexual relationship"
with the girl who used to
live in his neighbourhood.
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Young women celebrate Holi
at the Taj Mahal complex, in

Agra, Wednesday. New Delhi, Mar 16 (PTI): 

The Supreme Court on
Wednesday upheld the One
Rank-One Pension (OROP)
principle adopted by the
Centre in its 2015 communi-
cation issued to the Chiefs
of three defence forces say-
ing it neither suffers from
any Constitutional infirmi-
ty nor is it arbitrary . The

apex court said that the
Bhagat Singh Koshyari
committee report, tabled in
the Rajya Sabha on
December 10, 2011, furnish-
es the historical back-
ground, the reason for the
demand, view of the
Parliamentary Committee
which proposed the adop-
tion of OROP for personnel
belonging to the armed
forces and beyond this, the
Report cannot be construed
as embodying a statement

of governmental policy.
It held that governmental

policy formulated in terms
of Article 73 by the Union
or Article 162 by the State
has to be authoritatively
gauged from the policy doc-
uments of the government,
which in present case is the
communication dated
November 7, 2015.

A bench of Justices D Y
Chandrachud, Surya Kant
and Vikram Nath said that
the canvass which is sought

to be traversed in these pro-
ceedings under Article 32 of
the Constitution trenches
upon a domain which is re-
served for executive policy.

Applying the above prin-
ciples to the facts of the
case, we find no constitu-
tional infirmity in the
OROP principle as defined
by the communication
dated November 7, 2015, it
said.

The top court's verdict
came on the plea filed by

the Indian Ex-servicemen
Movement (IESM) through
advocate Balaji Srinivasan
against the Centre's formu-
la of OROP.

The bench further said
that in terms of the com-
munication dated
November 7, 2015, the bene-
fit of OROP was to be effect-
ed from July 1, 2014 and the
communication states that
in future, the pension
would be re-fixed every five
years .

SBS Nagar, Mar 16 (PTI): 

AAP leader Bhagwant
Mann took oath
Wednesday as Punjab chief
minister at a ceremony
thronged by tens of thou-
sands of people in freedom
fighter Bhagat Singh's vil-
lage, where he promised to
fight unemployment and
corruption in the state.

The work will start from
today itself. We will not
waste even a single day. We
are already late by 70
years, he said at the public
meeting at Khatkar Kalan
village in Shaheed Bhagat
Singh Nagar district. Later
in the day, he assumed
charge at his office in
Chandigarh. Mann, a for-

mer comedian, advised hu-
mility to Aam Aadmi
Party volunteers. There
should not be any report
saying they have become
arrogant, he said. He was
the only one to take the
oath at the event where
many people in the crowd

and on the dais, sported
turbans and 'dupattas' in
yellow - the Basanti colour
often associated with
Bhagat Singh. Rang de
Basanti , an iconic song
evoking Bhagat Singh's
sacrifice, played at the
venue.

Gadchiroli, Mar 16 (PTI): 

A Naxal couple carrying
a reward of up to Rs 20 lakh
on their heads have surren-
dered before the Gadchiroli
police in Maharashtra, po-
lice said on Wednesday.

Dipak alias Munshi
Ramsu Ishtam (34), a resi-
dent of Gaderi in Etapalli
tehsil here, and his wife
Shambatti Nevaru Alam
(25), a native of Hidwada in
n e i g h b o u r i n g
Chhattisgarh, surrendered
before Gadchiroli
Superintendent of Police
Ankit Goyal recently, an of-
ficial said.

The couple together car-
ried a reward of up to Rs 20
lakh on their heads, he said.
Dipak was operating as a di-
visional committee mem-
ber and commander of
Platoon No. 21, while

Shambatti was a member of
his platoon, the official
said. According to the po-
lice, Dipak was involved in
three murders, eight en-
counters and two arsons.
He had also conducted six
ambushes, in which 31 po-
lice personnel were killed
in various parts of
Chhattisgarh.

Similarly, Shambatti was
involved in two encounters
with the security forces, it
was stated.

The government had an-
nounced a reward of Rs 16
lakh on Dipak and Rs 4 lakh
on Shambatti, the official
said. Dipak is entitled to re-
ceive Rs 6 lakh, while his
wife will receive Rs 2.5 lakh,
and apart from this, an ad-
ditional assistance of Rs 1.5
lakh will be provided to the
couple for rehabilitation, he
said.

Dantewada, Mar 16: 

A special court at
Dantewada  has acquitted
tribal activist Soni Sori
and three others in a case
lodged against them in
2011 for alleged transfer of
'protection money' to
Naxals.

Special Judge (NIA Act)
Vinod Kumar Dewangan
passed the order on
Monday and a copy of it
was made available on
Tuesday.

Besides Sori, the court
also acquitted her activist
nephew Lingaram Kodopi,
construction contractor B
K Lala and the then Essar
company official DVCS

Verma, citing the prosecu-
tion has not been success-
ful in proving the charges
levelled against the ac-
cused beyond reasonable
doubt, their lawyer Kshitij
Dubey said on Wednesday.

Therefore, in the ab-
sence of corroborative evi-
dence, the accused are ac-
quitted, the court said in
the 76-page order.

Sori and Kodopi were
arrested on charges of act-
ing as Maoist conduits

who had allegedly re-
ceived 'protection money'
for the rebels from the
company.

New Delhi, Mar 16 (PTI): 

The CBI has filed a supple-
mentary charge sheet in the
Rs 3,600-crore
AgustaWestland scam
against former Defence
Secretary Shashi Kant
Sharma and four Indian Air
Force personnel, officials
said Wednesday.

The CBI filed the charge
sheet in a special court in
Delhi after getting the nod
from the government to pros-
ecute Sharma, who was the
Defence Secretary between
2011 and 2013 before being ap-
pointed the Comptroller and

Auditor General. The central
probe agency also named the
then Air Vice Marshal Jasbir
Singh Panesar (now retired),
deputy chief test pilot S A
Kunte, the then Wing
Commander Thomas
Mathew and Group Captain
N Santosh, they said.

SETBACK FOR CENTRE

SC upholds OROP principle
Says it has no
Constitutional infirmity

New Delhi, Mar 16:

The Enforcement Directorate
(ED) has conducted raids at
multiple premises in
Chhattisgarh in connection
with a money-laundering
probe linked to an alleged
bank fraud, the agency said on
Wednesday.
The searches were carried out
on March 14 at nine locations
in Raipur, Patan and Dalli
Rajhara at the premises of the
"main accused", Subhash
Sharma, his family members
and other individuals, includ-
ing Jayanti Sahu and her broth-
ers.
"Incriminating documents in
the form of loose papers con-
taining transaction details,
property documents in the
name of different entities and
individuals, family members
and other persons, power of

attorney and Rs 10 lakh cash
have been seized," the ED said
in a statement. Sharma was
arrested by the agency earlier
this month. The ED case was
filed after the agency studied
multiple FIRs lodged by the
Chhattisgarh police and the
Central Bureau of Investigation
(CBI) against Sharma and oth-
ers for "fraudulently" obtain-
ing loans from various banks
through companies owned and
controlled by him. "During the
period from December 2009 to
December 2014, the loans
obtained fraudulently by the
companies owned and con-
trolled by Subhash Sharma
were diverted and used for
investment in non-intended
businesses and part of the pro-
ceeds of crime was also
utilised to purchase immovable
properties in the name of shell
entities," the agency said.

Bank-Fraud Case

ED carries out raids at multiple
premises in Chh’garh

‘Won’t waste a single day’
Mann promises
Punjab after taking
oath as CM

AAP leader Bhagwant Mann greets Punjab Governor Banwarilal
Purohit during his oath-taking ceremony, at Khatkar Kalan the
birthplace of Shaheed Bhagat Singh, in Nawanshahr near
Jalandhar, Wednesday.

Naxal couple carrying reward
of Rs 20 lakh surrenders

NAXAL PAYOFF CASE

Spl court acquits tribal activist Soni Sori

Talking over phone on
Wednesday, Sori, who hails
from Dantewada and has been
actively raising issues related
to tribal rights in the Maoist-
hit Bastar region, said though
she has got justice, she is not
at all happy. "I was implicated
in false cases. I had to fight
for over a decade to prove
myself innocent. I was a
school teacher...these false
cases ruined my life, my dig-
nity, and my family had to
suffer, she said. 

What Sori said...

AgustaWestland scam

CBI books ex-defence secretary

Shashi Kant Sharma

Khurshid slams Sibal and G-23
Backs Gandhis as
best leadership
option in crisis

New Delhi, Mar 16 (PTI): 
Amid a rise in Covid cases in
some European and East Asian
countries, Union Health
Minister Mansukh Mandaviya
on Wednesday directed offi-
cials to maintain a high level
of alertness and surveillance,
and carry out genomic
sequencing aggressively.
At a high-level meeting,
chaired by the minister, the
government's decision of
resuming scheduled interna-
tional flights from March 27,
the vaccination situation and
the level of genomic surveil-
lance were reviewed.

Govt for high
alertness as Covid

cases spike



CENTRAL CHRONICLE,  RAIPUR,  THURSDAY,  MARCH  17,  2022

Huge cache of psychotropic drugs seized; five held 
Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  MMaarr  1166::  With the arrest of
a medical store owner and four
peddlers, police claimed to have
busted the illegal supply and dis-
tribution network of the sched-
uled and banned psychotropic
drugs. About 67056 psychotropic
tablets and capsules worth Rs 30
lakh and Rs 24000 cash was
seized from them. It was a joint
operation of Khursipar Police,
Narcotics Cell and Civil Team of
Durg Police. 

The accused are identified as
Rakesh Verma (27) son of Late
Maniram Verma a resident of
Atal Awas, Jawahar Nagar; Jaggu
alias Jageshwar Nishad (26) son
of Brijlal Nishad a resident of
Station Maroda, Newai; Ajay
Agrawal (33) son of Vikram
Agarwal a resident of Main
Market, New Khursipar; Shafaq
Banu (20) daughter of Irfan
Ahmed a resident of Krishna
Nagar Supela, and Nitin Simmi

son of BN Simmi a resident of
Om Society, Raipur. 

It needs to be mentioned here
that on the instructions of Police
Headquarters and guidance of
IGP (Durg Range) OP Pal, SSP
(Durg) Badri Narayan Meena has
constituted a Narcotics Cell in
the district for taking action
against illegal drug dealers and
peddlers in the district. 

The cell is continuously work-
ing against the people involved in
trade of narcotics drugs and ille-
gal sale of scheduled psychotrop-
ic drugs. In this sequel, the
Narcotics Cell received a tip off
regarding the illegal supply and
sale of psychotropic drugs. After
confirming the information, the
joint team conducted a well-
planned operation and caught the
supplier and peddlers red handed
with the psychotropic drugs. 

Police had received informa-
tion that Ajay Agarwal, the owner
of Shyam Medical Store located
in New Khursipar, had called

some peddlers to sell huge quan-
tity of drugs. Acting on this tip
off, policemen in civil dress were
positioned near the Shyam
Medical Stores. Around 08:30
hrs, two men on bike (CG 07 AT
4209) reached the shop and after
some time, a woman having her
face covered with chunari also
entered the shop. 

After some time, Shyam
Medical Store owner came out
and gave the boxes of intoxicat-
ing tablets and capsules to them
and took money in return. Police

team swung into action and
rounded up Shyam Medical
Store owner Ajay Aggarwal, and
the peddlers Rakesh Verma of
Jawahar Nagar, Jaggu alias
Jageshwar Nishad of Station
Maroda and Shafak Banu of
Krishna Nagar Supela. They
were duly searched by the team
in the presence of witnesses.
Police recovered 67056 nos in-
toxicating tablets and capsules
and cash Rs 24000. 

During interrogation, the ac-
cused Ajay Agrawal disclosed

that during the routine business,
he came in contact with a Raipur
based Medical Representative
Nitin Simmi. He offered to supply
the banned drugs for illegal sale.
In the meanwhile, he came in
contact with a medical salesman
Rakesh Verma who sought the
banned drugs for supplying it to
drug addicts. In greed of earning
money, Agrawal acquired the
drugs from Nitin Simmi and paid
the money through online modes.
He received the drugs through
courier and was selling the same
without a doctor's prescription. 

The Medical Representative
has also been arrested. Drug
Inspector Brijraj Singh, ASI
Shamit Mishra, Constable
Arvind Mishra, Satyendra
Madharia, Avon Banchor, Sub-
Inspector Satish Sahu,
Constable Elizabeth, Constable
Rakesh Anna, Deepak Singh and
Constable Toshi Goswami
played vital role in arresting the
accused. 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Mar 16: The sup-
porters of Durg MP Vijay
Baghel celebrated his
birthday in a grand man-
ner on Tuesday.
Thousands of people gath-
ered at his residence in
Sector 5 to extend birthday
wishes to him. Baghel
began his day by visiting
the temples and paying
obeisance to the deities.

After this, he visited
Sneh Sampada School in
Sector 8 and celebrated the
birthday with the special
children of this school.
Then he visited the Aastha
Manav Seva Parisar in
Sector 2 and sought bless-
ings from the elderly
women and men inmates
of this old age home.

BJYM leader Ranjit
Singh arranged 62 cakes
for Baghel's birthday. MP
cut the cakes after which

the sweets were distrib-
uted among the elderly
people and locals. Trade
Cell office bearers Chhotu
Chawla and Inderjit Singh
also celebrated the birth-
day of MP Vijay Baghel by
cutting 62 cakes and dis-
tributing it among the
children.

Vaishali Nagar MLA

Vidya Ratan Bhasin,
Former Minister Dayaldas
Baghel, Former Minister
Doman Lal Kosewada,
Former Parliamentary
Secretary Labhchand
Bafna, former MLA
Avdhesh Chandel, former
DCC Bank President
Preetpal Belchandan, BJP
Senior Leader Prahlad

Rajak, BJP District
General Secretary Lalit
Chandrakar, MP
Representative Raja
Pathak, District
Cooperative Union
President Prakash
Chandrakar, Pappu
Chandrakar, Paramjit
Singh, Sharda Gupta,
Councilor Bunty Yadav,
Vipin Chandrakar, Rajesh
Verma, Baba Verma, MP
Representative Pramod
Singh, Pushpa Devi Sahu,
Rajesh Chandrakar,
Devendra Chandel, BJP
District General
Secretary Shankar Lal
Devangan, Shashi Baghel,
Sanjay Baghel, BJP
Leader Sanjay Dani,
Praveen Pandey, office
bearers of trade unions,
sports organisations and
leaders of other political
parties also visited
Baghel's residence to wish
him on his birthday.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Mar 16: BIT Durg
IEEE student section in as-
sociation with IEEE
Bombay section has organ-
ised a STEM project spon-
sored by IEEE Bombay
Section.

Under this project, two 1-
day workshops were con-
ducted in Government
Higher Secondary School,
Titurdih Durg on March 03,
2022 and Government
Higher Secondary School,

Jeora, Sirsa on March 16,
2022. In these workshops,
Class 9 school students par-
ticipated. Prof K Uma
briefed the session by intro-
ducing different electronic
components required to de-
sign circuits and discussed
circuits to implement day
to day applications possible.

Later school students
were given hands-on-prac-
tice by trained and expert
students of 4th sem BE
(electronics and telecom-
munication). Prof Anil

kumar Mishra and
Khomlal Sahu assisted in
making students under-
stand the importance of
science and technology.

Expert students were
Naivedya, Parag, Mansi,
Zaid, Samiksha, Ritika,
Riya, Abhishek, Manya
and Manas. These  work-
shops were conducted to in-
stigate young minds to im-
plement small applications
of science. These work-
shops were implemented
with encouragement from

Dr Manisha Sharma, Vice
Principal BIT Durg  and
help from Dr Jyothi Pillai,
IEEE Branch Counsellor,
BIT Durg.

A good support was
given by Principals and
concerned Teachers of
both Schools. Students of
both schools also showed
keen interest to learn de-
sign and applications.
Principal , Dr MK Gupta
and Director Dr Arun
Arora appreciated the ef-
forts of the entire team.

Aryogyam Super Speciality 
Hospital conducts free 
camp on Kidney Day

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Mar 16: On the oc-
casion of World Kidney
Day, Aaryogam Super- spe-
cialty Hospital conducted
free medical camp of kid-
ney, stone and urine dis-
eases. The well known urol-
ogist Dr Naveen Dharuka
extended hi service in this
free examination as well as
test camp and advised pa-
tients to take treatments of
their ailments in hospital
with immediate effect. Dr
RK Sahu, Nephrologist also
examined patients of kid-
ney related diseases and

provided them medicines.
It is often found that most
of kidney patients fail to
perform their kidney relat-
ed investigations and treat-
ments owing to financial
crisis. But in Arogyam
Super Speciality Hospital
patients can benefit from
the Ayushman Bharat
scheme. Therefore, patients
facing financial crisis do
not have to worry about the
expenses and get treatment
of their ailments without
any delay. The hospital has
well equipped medical fa-
cilities and also provides fa-
cilities of all schemes.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 16: Basic
Oxygen Furnace
(Convertor) No 3 of SAIL-
Bhilai Steel Plant's Steel
Melting Shop 3 achieved a
historic milestone on
March 15, 2022 when it
crossed a lining life of
10000 heats in its very first
refractory brick lining.
Achieving this feat in the
very first campaign is
unique and has hardly any
parallels in BOF steel
making.

BOF or Convertor 3 of
BSP's Modex Unit SMS-3
was commissioned on
February 20, 2020 and it
has been in continuous op-
eration since then. During
this period, the furnace
produced more than 1.65
million tonnes of crude
steel. This was achieved by
continuous monitoring of

the refractory lining by
laser profiling and taking
preventive repairs. It has
substantially increased
the BOF availability and
reduced the refractory
cost. Director I/c Bhilai
Steel Plant congratulated

the team of SMS 3 as well
as Refractory Engg Dept
and associated depart-
ments for this singular
achievement.

It is worth mentioning
that SMS 3 achieved yet
another milestone on

March 15, 2022 when its
bloom caster CV 1 that
supplies blooms to
Universal Rail Mill
achieved longest sequence
of 206 Heats, surpassing
previous best  sequence of
175 Heats on Feb 25, 2022.

Traffic Police to take strict action
against violators during Holi 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Mar 16: For en-
suring law and order dur-
ing the festival of Holi, the
traffic police is working on
an extensive plan under
the directions of SSP
Badri Narayan Meena and

ASP (Traffic) Kavilash
Tondon.

They are going to confis-
cate the vehicles of those
found riding in intoxicat-
ed state, two pillion riders,
without registration plate,
modified silencers, etc.
The vehicles of the hooli-

gans will also be seized.
Vehicle checking drive

has begun on Wednesday
across the district. The
teams of traffic police will
be deployed at 23 points
across the twin-city. A total
of 114 officers / personnel
will be deployed for vehi-

cle checking. They will
use the breathe analysers
for testing whether the
drivers / riders have con-
sumed liquor. The vehicles
will be impounded and
will be released after im-
posing fine on March 19
and thereafter.

Civic Action Programme 
and medical camps held

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Mar 16: Fourth
Battalion of Border
Security Force posited at
COB Siksod in Kanker con-
ducted Civic Action
Programme and Health
Camp at Primary School in
Junagavde. Commandant
Devender Singh, Heath
Officer Dr Vishnu PS, stu-
dents of local schools and
locals from Siksod,
Kasadand, Kutulbeda,
Kotul, Baweli, Junagavde
and other villagers were
present. About 450 locals at-
tended the programme.
Stationery, almirah, solar
lamps, clothes, carpets,
sports items and daily use
items worth Rs 197825 were
distributed among the peo-
ple. 188 people were exam-

ined at the medical camp
and medicines worth Rs
33400 were distributed.

162nd BSF Battalion or-
ganised Civic Action
Programme and Medical
Camp at COB Talabeda.
Students from primary
schools of Kolar,

Deharipada, Saraipara and
Naveen Balak Ashrams of
Talabeda, Mangtasalebhat,
Barche, Madappa,
Talabeda as well as locals
were present. About 425
people attended the pro-
gramme. Stationery, blan-
kets, bags, water tanks,

sports items, bicycles,
motor pumps, fans, radio,
clothes and other daily use
items were distributed.
Students presented cultur-
al programmes. Villagers
have requested BSF to or-
ganise such programmes
in future also.

Convertor 3 of SMS 3 achieves Historic
Milestone, 10,000 Heats and still going strong

Shankra XI Won over CSE
XI in friendly Cricket Match
held to mark Holi Festival

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  MMaarr  1166::  Shri Shankracharya
Engineering College, Raipur organ-
ized a friendly cricket match as a
mark of love and respect during
Holi season at Cricket ground in
Shankra Raipur premises. Dr Manoj
Sharma, captain of Shankra XI won
the toss and elected to field first.
His decision was worth as the oppo-
nent team - Shankra CSE was in
trouble and made only 45 runs in 10
overs by losing 6 wickets.  It was an
easy chase score for Shankra XI.
Opening batsmen Dr Manoj Sharma

and Nishant Tripathi (Chairman, BG
SSIPMT) played a memorable in-
ning and their team won the match
in 6th over on the loss of 2 wickets.
Dr Naveen Jain secured Man of the
Match title for giving 12 runs in 3
overs by taking 2 important wick-
ets. Nishant Tripathi - (Chairman
BG) SSIPMT handed the trophy and
cash prize to the winning team. He
also congratulated MM Baig-
Sports Officer and Dr Alok Kumar
Jain- Principal-SSIPMT for organiz-
ing the event. He also appreciated
the efforts of Dr JP Patra- Captain
of CSE XI. 

BIT Durg organises IEEE STEM Project Supporters celebrate Vijay Baghel’s
birthday in a grand manner

MiC discusses draft budget; 
recommends unanimously

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  MMaarr  1166:: On Wednesday,
Bhilai Municipal Corporation
Commissioner Prakash Surve pre-
sented a draft budget before the
members of the Mayor-in-
Council. After stretched discus-
sions, the MiC unanimously rec-
ommended the draft and it was
decided that the same budget will
be tabled before the General
Body of Bhilai Municipal
Corporation. The draft budget has
covered all the necessary aspects
very judiciously. Along with the
necessary provisions for the de-
velopment of the city, all other re-
quirements have been taken care
of. On Wednesday, the meeting of
the Mayor-in-Council for discus-
sion on the budget began at 11:00
hrs. Bhilai Municipal Corporation
Commissioner Prakash Sarve pre-
sented the budget before the

Mayor and MiC. Mayor Neeraj Pal
conducted discussions on every
provision of the budget. All the
members of the Mayor-in-council
reviewed the budget and recom-
mended it to the general body as-
sembly.  Some important sugges-
tions for city development were
included in the draft. All the mem-
bers of the Mayor-in-Council con-
veyed their views regarding the
budget for the financial year
2022-23. The recommended
budget draft will be presented in
the general body meeting to be
held in the coming days. Mayor

presided over the MiC meeting
which was attended by MiC
members Ekansh Banchor,
Sandeep Nirankari, Neha Sahu,
Keshav Choubey, Lakshmi Pati
Raju, Siju Anthony, Rita Singh
Gera, Malti Thakur, Saket
Chandrakar, Chandrashekhar
Gavai, Lal Chand Verma, Meera
Banjare, and Mannan Ghaffar
Khan. Accounts Officer Jitendra
Thakur, Deputy Commissioner
Narendra Banjare, Secretary
Jeevan Verma, Sharad Dubey,
Revenue Officer MR Ratnesh and
other officials were also present.
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PRE-HOLI CELEBRATIONS

Youths enjoying pre-Holi celebration among friends applying variety of colours to each other.

Raipur, Mar 16: 

Amid the demand by
the opposition BJP to
make ‘The Kashmir Files’
tax-free in Chhattisgarh,
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel on Wednesday said
that the Centre should
give a tax break to the
movie as it gets a portion
of the tax from states. He
invited all the MLAs to
watch the film at a mall
here.

Speaking after Question
Hour, Leader of
Opposition Dharamlal
Kaushik of BJP said ‘The
Kashmir Files’ should be
exempted from tax in
Chhattisgarh.

Responding to Kaushik,
the chief minister said,
Let’s go to watch this film.
The Government of India
also gets a share in the
tax, therefore, the Centre
should exempt the movie
from the tax in the entire

country . “After the intro-
duction of Goods and
Services Tax (GST), half
of its share goes to the
Centre. The Centre should
declare the film as tax-free
in the country,” the CM
said, adding that all legis-
lators would watch the
film after adjournment of
the House on Wednesday.

Later, in a statement,
the state public relations
department said that the
CM has invited all the
MLAs and other digni-
taries to watch ‘Kashmir
Files’.

All tickets for the 8 PM
show of the movie have
been booked, the release
said.

On Monday, senior BJP
MLA Brijmohan Agrawal
had alleged that the
Congress government did-
n’t want people to watch
‘The Kashmir Files’ in
large numbers and pres-
suring cinema halls to not
sell all tickets to restrict
footfalls, a charge refuted
by the ruling party as
baseless.

Written and directed by
Vivek Agnihotri and pro-
duced by Zee Studios, the
film depicts the exodus of
Kashmiri Hindus from
Kashmir following sys-
tematic killings of people
from the community by
Pakistan-backed terror-
ists. Some states, includ-
ing Madhya Pradesh and
Gujarat, have exempted
the film from entertain-
ment tax.

Centre should make ‘The Kashmir
Files’ tax-free in country: Baghel

CM, invites all MLAs to watch film

Sand, water be
arranged to avoid

road damage: Malik
RRaaiippuurr::  Municipal Commissioner
Prabhat Malik today instructed
to make arrangements for suffi-
cient quantity of morrum, sand
and water to avoid damage to
the roads during Holika Dahan
programmes on March 17, 2022.

In a bid to ensure peaceful
celebration of Holika Dahan on
March 17 night and Holi on
March 18 it is necessary to make
arrangements of morrum and
sand, said the Municipal
Commissioner. Malik also
instructed the concerned offi-
cers in RMC to ensure proper
lighting arrangement during the
celebration and take the action
of seizing building construction
materials on the roads.

The Municipal Commissioner
has directed that during this
period, special care should be
taken to ensure that sufficient
water should come in the taps
during the stipulated time period
to ensure that continuous drink-
ing water is available. Where
there is a shortage of drinking
water in the city, water should
be supplied through tankers.
During the Holi festival, action
should be taken in coordination
with the District Commandant
Home Guard to keep the fire
fighting system in order.

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Mar 16:
Principal opposition
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) on Wednesday
grilled the Treasury
bench over delay in the
complete implementation
of the election manifesto.

During the Question
Hour session in
Chhattisgarh Legislative
Assembly here, the BJP
members grilled the
Minister over alleged de-
nial of the encouraging
amount to the Mitanins in
Health department as
well as recruitment of
Staff Nurses. BJP MLAs
staged walkout to register
protest against the state
government over improp-

er reply to their ques-
tions. BJP MLAs raised
the issue of election mani-
festo of Congress and
sought the status of decla-
rations being made for the
Mitanins. Reply in ab-
sence of Health Minister
TS Singhdeo, the Cabinet
Minister for Forest Md
Akbar said that an-
nouncement was made to
provide additional Rs 5000
per month as Commission

to Mitanins and five thou-
sand new Mitanins were
to be recruited. He said
that nearly 1200 posts of
Mitanins were filled.

Counting the claims of
state government, the BJP
MLA from Dhamtari
Ranjana Dipendra Sahu
said that National Health
Mission had ordered to
provide encouragement
amount for six months in
Covid period but the

Mitanins are yet to get the
said amount, she claimed.

In reply, the Minister
said that payment of
three months have been
given so far. Leader of op-
position Dharmlal
Kaushik raised the issue
of recruitment of Staff
Nurse. In reply, the
Minister said that the
process would be complet-
ed soon. Similarly, the
BJP MLA from Bhatapara

Shivratan Sharma raised
the issue of Universal
Health Scheme and
sought details of imple-
mentation in
Chhattisgarh.

Replying to it, the
Minister said that several
works have been complet-
ed whereas few others are
in the process.
Dissatisfied with the
reply, the opposition
MLAs created ruckus al-
leging state government
not fulfilling the promised
made to the people in the
election manifesto.

Counting the allega-
tions of the opposition,
the Minister Md Akbar
said that the election
manifesto does not means
that entire issues are set-
tled immediately and
added that state govern-
ment is committed for the
implementation of elec-
tion manifesto as prom-
ised.

BJP grills Govt on election manifesto implementation
Oppn stages 
walkout of the 
proceedings

No system to monitor attendance of
students in online classes: Minister
Raipur: Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) MLA Ajay
Chandrakar on Wednesday sought reply from the
Minister for Higher Education over the system to
monitor the attendance of students during the online
classes during the Covid period. In his reply, the
Minister said that it is not possible for them to tell the
actual number of students who had attended the on-
line classes at college and universities level. He in-
formed that nearly 3.68 lakh students are enrolled in
various government universities.

Raipur, Mar 16: 

Fire broke out in park-
ing lot of Thakur Petrol
Pump in capital city and
in this four trailers were
gutted in fire. The fire-
fighting vehicles have
been pressed into service
and they are trying to gain
control on fire.

It is learnt that in this
fire incident, there was
huge loss to the truck own-

ers. This entire incident is
that of Saraswati Thana
area. Presently the Police
is investigating into the
matter and trying to find
out as to how the fire
broke out in the parking
lot near the Petrol Pump.

As per information in
this regard, one of the ve-

hicles parked near the
Petrol Pump caught fire
and this spread to other
three other vehicles stand-
ing nearby in no time. By
the time the petrol pump
owners and vehicle own-
ers came to know about
fire breaking out, it was
pretty late and they were
trying to shift other vehi-
cles nearby so as to avoid
fire in other vehicles as
well.

Raipur, Mar 16: The
COVID-19 vaccination of
children in the age group
of 12-14 years began on
Wednesday in all district
hospitals in Chhattisgarh
to cover 13.21 lakh benefi-
ciaries, an official from the
health department said.

In the state capital
Raipur, the vaccination

drive started at the district
hospital in Pandri area at
10 am, district immunisa-
tion officer Dr Aashish
Verma told PTI. The state
health department has se-
cured 93,000 doses of
Corbevax vaccine for
Raipur district right now
and they have been kept in
cold storages at a tempera-

ture of 2 to 8 degrees
Celsius, he said.

The official said the chil-
dren who came to get inoc-
ulated were happy that
now they were eligible to
take the vaccine, and the
parents were relieved that
their children would now
have some protection
against the viral infection.

A total of 13,21,286 chil-
dren in the 12-14 age group
are eligible to get inoculat-
ed in the state, he said. The
two doses of the vaccine
will be administered at a
gap of four weeks, he said.
Those eligible to get vacci-
nated can register them-
selves on the CoWIN app,
the official said.

COVID-19 vaccination for 12-14 age group begins
93,000 doses procured for kids in Raipur

Three vehicles gutted in fire
near Petrol Pump parking lot

Efforts going on to
gain control on fire

Raipur, Mar 16:

GRP Thana in capital
city got a major break-
through, when they seized
110 Kg ‘Ganja’ from Baleno
vehicle parked in Raipur
Railway Station. GRP
thana police informed that
the three accused man-
aged to escape from the
site. In other words, entire
fault if that of GRP intelli-
gence, because the ac-
cused had come to trans-
port ‘Ganja’ in their car
and supply it through the
train and none of the offi-
cers of GRP could get
slightest of the hint.

It was on tip from an in-
former that four youths in
the age-group of 20-30 have
brought ‘Ganja’ in Baleno
car with Odisha pass bear-
ing No. OD 02 AY 0189 and
are trying to take it out-
side the other state

through train. It was also
informed that their car is
parked outside Platform
No. 1A boundary wall .

On this GRP acted
promptly and raided the
car. On finding GRP ap-
proaching them, all four
youths ran away and man-

aged to escape. The car is
reported to be that of main
accused Santosh Dora,
who had been arrested
earlier also in case of
‘Ganja’ smuggling. A total
of 22 packets of ‘Ganja’
weighing 110 Kg worth Rs
5.50 lakh has been seized

along with Car bearing
No. OD 02 AY 0189 having
actual registration No. as
that of OD 02 AM 1362,
worth around Rs 8.50 lakh.
In this way total amount of
assets worth Rs 14 lakh
has been seized. GRP
Police has filed a case
under Narcotics Act
against the accused and
taken the matter under in-
vestigation.

GRP seizes 110 Kg ‘Ganja’ worth Rs 5.50 lakh

From a vehicle near
Railway Station in Raipur

Raipur, Mar 16: The issue
of ventilators purchased
through DMF funds in
Janjgir-Champa District
came to fore. BJP MLA
Saurabh Singh raised the
issue during question-
hour session in the Vidhan
Sabha on Wednesday and
he charged of massive ir-
regularities in purchase of
these ventilators. MLA
charged that in the ventila-
tors purchased through
DMF fund and CSR head
worth Rs 5.60 cr, the  rules

for urchase were not fol-
lowed. MLA charged that
it is by taking out tenders
of three different compa-
nies separately, the pur-
chase was done going
against the rules and the
BJP MLA demanded in-
quiry into the same.

In absence of the Health
Minister in the House,
Mohammed Akbar as-
sured the House that the
matter will be investigated
and guilty will not be
spared. During discus-
sions, MLA Narayan
Chandel also charged the
ruling party members of
misutilising funds under
DMF funds. When the
MLA asked as to how
many of the ventilators
purchased are in running
condition and those out of
order, Mohammed Akbar
could not reply to this
question.

MLA assures to get ventilator
purchase issue investigated Central Chronicle News

RRaaiippuurr,,  MMaarr  1166:: Raipur has a very spe-
cial place in my heart , as it was here
that I wrote my very first poem “ I
Forgive I Forget “ in 1976, revealed
poet Jagdeep Singh in the first offline
Write Circle event post pandemic
organized by the Ehsaas Women of
Raipur here. In conversation with
Jagdeep was Shrishti Trivedi, lawyer
turned entrepreneur and founder of
Project Getout a local community ven-
ture and a fellow Ehsaas Woman.

Jagdeep Singh popularly know as
“Jags” is not new to Raipur and has
many friends here as he has done his
masters in English and History from
Ravi Shankar University. He later stud-
ied journalism and has worked briefly
with both The Hitavada and MP
Chronicle. Currently he is a PR prac-
tioner and runs the largest PR firm in
Rajasthan. A poet at heart Jagdeep
Singh has written many verses for
leading publications and has to his
name an anthology of poetry aptly
named “ My Epitaph” for which he has
received much praise and accolades
and a request for a second collection
from his publishers. Speaking about
one of his favourite poems “How To

Withstand Pain”, Jagdeep said it is not
only Jesus Christ who had to bear his
cross, we all have our own crosses to
bear so if you’re going through suffer-
ing confront it and fight it with courage
and dignity. When asked what young
budding poets should be aware of
while writing in the modern world,
Jagdeep advised them to first and fore-
most read a lot of famous poets, sec-
ond, revise whatever they themselves
write thoroughly and third, to join rele-
vant online poetry portals as opposed
to sending poems to written publica-
tions as was the norm years ago.
Younger people in the audience
showed an immense interest in both

the poetry being recited as well the
process of publishing an Anthony.
Jagdeep was genuinely surprised by
the kind of questions that came from
the audience and thankful to the
organizers for giving him a chance to
refresh memories of  his growing years
in Raipur. At the end he advised poets
of any age to write fearlessly and from
the heart.  A momento was presented
to Jagdeep by retired Lt. Col. JSS Kakar
a veteran of the 1971 Indo-Pakistan
war, on whose name a hill in the bat-
tlefield has been named. The evening
ended with the book signing and a
thank you note by Aanchal Garcha.

Jadgeep advises poets of any age to write fearlessly
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COLOURS ON DEMAND

With hardly two days to go for Holi, people are selecting the colours of their choice to
celebrate the festival with full freedom, specially after corona period.

Raipur, Mar 16: 

Tuesday’s day became
memorable for the women
of Self Help Groups who
made budget briefcases
from cow dung when
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel felicitated at his
office in the Vidhan
Sabha. On being hon-
oured by Chief Minister,
the members of the Self
Help Group became emo-
tional and said that they
had never imagined that
their work would be felici-
tated by the Chief
Minister himself. On this
occasion, the Chief
Minister also presented
sweets to the Self Help
Group members Neelam
Aggarwal, Nomin Pal,

Manisha Patwa, Kanti
Yadav, Lata Pune before
the festival of Holi. The
Chief Minister told the
members that the brief-
case made by you is being
discussed all over the
country.

One of the member of
SHG group Nomin told
the Chief Minister that
we are preparing to make
paint from cow dung and
there is also a plan to
build a temple of
Chhattisgarh  by making
bricks of cow dung. Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
said that we will fully co-
operate in your efforts.
Nomin Pal of the group
told that after the death of
her husband, it became
difficult to manage the

house for 6 months, there
was a lot of trouble, but
now through Gauthan,
she is making many items
made of cow dung and
earns about 15 thousand
rupees in a month. We
have already sold more
than 150 kg gulal made
from cow dung before
Holi, got an order from
Delhi also but we have re-
fused due to paucity of
time. Cow dung wood,
lamps, idols, slippers are
also being made in large
numbers. It is notable that
the budget briefcase was
made by SHG Didi Nomin
Pal of Women Self Help
Group ‘Ek Pahal’ working
in Gokul Dham Gouthan
of Municipal Corporation
Raipur.

CM felicitates SHG members who made
budget briefcases from cow dung

Raipur, Mar 16: 

World Consumer Day is
celebrated every year on
March 15 to mark the sov-
ereignty and supremacy
of the rights and needs of
the consumers and high-
lights their unqualified
claim to a fair and just
treatment. The underly-
ing theme of this year is
“Fair Digital Finance”
and the Bank strives to
leverage its digital plat-
forms to meet and satisfy
the diverse financial
needs of its customers
while at the same time
committing itself to pro-
tect and uphold their in-
terests at all times.

The Bank celebrated
the World Consumer
Rights Day with aplomb
at its Circle Office and
Branches under Circle
Bhilai which was chaired
by Circle Head and Chief

Managers. Circle Head
Jitendra Swain welcomed
the gathering with his
opening remarks and ad-
dressed the gathering
where he underlined the
importance of rendering
prompt and responsive
customer service by
reaching out to all seg-
ments of the populace in-
cluding the most vulnera-
ble. The bank’s continued
focus on customer-cen-
teredness is further un-

derscored by the fact that
MD & CEO in an internal
message to all its employ-
ees, unequivocally con-
veyed the need to place
the interests of the cus-
tomers first and try to ful-
fil their aspirations and
needs in all the activities
and endeavours under-
taken by the bank, be it
launching of a new prod-
uct/service or rendering
routine service to them.
The event also marked

the circulation of collat-
erals for improved cus-
tomer service and cus-
tomer ease with thrust on
promoting digital agenda
and providing access to a
plethora of digital bank-
ing services. GrahakSewa
is one such initiative,
which is an in-house esca-
lation matrix for the
branches and field staff,
to provide better cus-
tomer service through ex-
peditious customer griev-

ance redressal, reduced
TAT and faster resolution
of customer complaints.
Customer EASE is anoth-
er initiative to streamline
the process of account
opening so as to deliver a
superior customer experi-
ence. Sanchay is the third
initiative to lay out and
empower the workforce
on all the digital offerings
by PNB. Inline with this,
the bank has launched
podcasts around digital
offerings and released a
set of videos for the cap-
stone PNB One applica-
tion to enable customers
to make the most out of it.
The Bank also launched a
booklet on Door Step
Banking highlighting the
different services being
offered for the benefit of
the customers like new
cheque book delivery
against requisition slip,
Form 15G/H Delivery &
Pick up, life certificate
pickup, cash deposit &
withdrawal within cer-
tain limit among other
services.

PNB launches several initiatives for improved customer service
 On occasion 

of World Consumer
Rights Day 

BBiillaassppuurr,,  MMaarr  1166:: With the
vision of Vice-Chancellor Guru
Ghasidas Vishwavidyalaya
(Central University) Prof. Alok
Kumar Chakrawal, the
University is moving towards
setting new standards, as visi-
ble during he tenure of the last
220 days. It is his vision to
excel at the national and inter-
national level and be the lead-
ing university in implementing
the National Education Policy
2020 in its entirety  in the coun-
try with an appeal to all sec-
tions of people from industry
and social world to cooperate
in the progress of the universi-
ty. The department of physical
education has applied for as

many as six numbers of faculty
development programmes to
AICTE on 10/02/2022 by the
direction of Vice Chancellor
Prof. Alok Kumar Chakrawal
and with the guidance of Prof.
Shailendra Kumar, Registrar  of
the university. The department
is fortunate enough to get a
sum of Rs.19,50,000/- for con-
duct of three programmes
under faculty development
programme (FDP) for physical
education trainers /teachers
/director of sports /sports offi-
cers ect. vide letter no. 34-
37/6/FDC/FDP for PTIs/2021-
22 dated 20/02/2022. The
department is grateful to Vice
Chancellor Prof. Alok Kumar
Chakrawal ji and Prof.
Shailendra Kumar, Registrar
for kind direction and guid-
ance.

Physical Education
deptt gets six FDPs

 A big achievement
for CU

RRaaiippuurr,,  MMaarr  1166::  

Governor Ms. Anusuiya Uikey
inaugurated a two-day health
camp for officers, employees
and their families at Raj
Bhavan on Tuesday. Governor
Ms. Uikey also undergone
health checkup on the occa-
sion. A large number of
Rajbhavan employees and
their families also got health
checkup done in the camp.

Governor Ms. Uikey asked all
the officers and employees of
Raj Bhavan to take advantage
of this health camp. The
Governor inquired about the
progress of health checkup by
visiting the venue of the
health checkup camp. In this
camp, health check-up is
being done by the specialists
of pathology, ophthalmology,
dentistry, skin diseases,
orthopedics, pediatrics and

gynecologists of Dr. Bhimrao
Ambedkar Memorial Hospital.
On this occasion, Secretary to
Governor Mr. Amrit Kumar
Khalkho, Deputy Secretary
Mr. Deepak Agrawal,
Controller Mr. Harvansh Miri,
Medical Officer of Raj Bhavan,
Dr. Suniti Mangrulkar, Dr.
Rupal Purohit, Dr. Shishir
Sahu and all officers and
employees of Raj Bhavan were
present.

Governor inaugurates two-day health camp at Raj Bhavan

Raipur, Mar 16: Social
Welfare Minister Mrs.
Anila Bhedia presented
cheque of Rs. 5.50 lakh to
07 differently-abled cou-
ples under the Divyangjan
Marriage Promotion
Scheme in Raipur on
Tuesday. Out of these, due
to disability of both hus-
band and wife, Rs 1.00 lakh
was given to four couples
separately and Rs 50,000/-
was given to three couples
separately due to disabili-
ty of one of the husband

and wife. Mrs. Bhedia said
that the State Government
provides one lakh rupees
for the disabled of both
husband and wife and 50
thousand rupees in case of
disability of either of
them. This will help
Divyang couples to start a

new life and strengthen
their financial position
through self-employment.
In the couples receiving in-
centive amount, 04 pairs
are residents of Arang
Janpad Panchayat area, 02
pairs are residents of
Raipur Municipal
Corporation area and one
pair are residents of
Dharsiwa assembly con-
stituency. Officers and em-
ployees of Social Welfare
Department were present
on this occasion.

Minister Bhedia presents
cheque of Rs 5.50 lakh 

 To seven differently-abled
couples

 Assistance given under
Divyangjan Marriage
Promotion Scheme

Raipur, Mar 16: 

CAIT  National Vice
President Amar Parwani,
chairman Magelal Maloo,
Amar Gidwani, State
President Jitendra Doshi ,
States Working President
Vikram Singh Deo,
Parmanand Jain, Vashu
Makhija, State General
Secretary Suriender
Singh, State Working
General Secretary Bharat
Jain, State Treasurer Ajay
Agrawal and state media
incharge Sanjay Choubey
informed that in order to
make Indian e-commerce
landscape available to

traders of the country in
pursuance of the Digital
India mission and vision of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, the Confederation of
All India Traders (CAIT)
has released a white paper
on E-commerce to address
the widely concerning is-
sues in the realm of e-com-
merce. Over the past few
years, E-commerce and
digital trade in India have
seen an exponential
growth and have wit-
nessed wide acceptance
among the consumers.
Since e-commerce is here
to stay, it becomes essential
that the interests of all the

stakeholders, including
the sellers, are protected.
The CAIT has made an in-
depth study of the growing
significance of digital
trade & e-commerce, pres-
ent market size of the sec-
tor and its future growth,
increasing importance of
e-commerce marketplace
platforms, existing laws
which deal with e-com-
merce sector and practices
which are prevalent in the
sector and made part of
the White Paper. The 50
pages White Paper has five
chapters and also contains
a set of 27 recommenda-
tions for the Government

to be incorporated in e-
commerce policy and 9 rec-
ommendations for incor-
poration in Consumer
Protection (E Commerce)
Rules,2020. CAIT  National
Vice President Mr. Amar
Parwani  & State President
Mr. Jitendra Doshi in-
formed the attempt of the
Government to roll out e-
commerce policy and vari-
ous statements of Union
Commerce Minister,
Piyush Goyal several
times in the past that the
law and policy will have to
be obeyed by one and all.
We expect that e-com-
merce policy will be rolled

out soon and the distor-
tions and disparities in e-
commerce will come to an
end paving the way for a
competitive e-commerce
trade environment in the
Country. The CAIT is com-
mitted to empower the
traders of India with digi-
tal technology as per the
vision of Prime Minister
Modi. Mr. Pawani & Mr.
Doshi  informed CAIT
while speaking at the re-
lease event of the White
Paper held today at New
Delhi said that the White
Paper examines the major
issues pertaining to lack of
platform neutrality, exces-

sive discounting by plat-
forms, unfair usage of data
by platform to again undue
competitive advantage, ex-
clusive arrangement and
launches, and mergers af-
fecting the platform neu-
trality. We have examined
in detail how the conducts
of the e-commerce plat-
form have an effect not
only on the sellers, but
other major stakeholders-
manufacturers and con-
sumers as well. “Studying
the impact of the conduct,
we have argued why is it
important to ensure that e-
commerce platforms re-
main neutral.

CAIT releases white paper on e-commerce 

Raipur, Mar 16: 

Indian Institute of
Technology Bhilai in asso-
ciation with Central
Depository Services
Limited (CDSL) IPFT and
Bombay Stock Exchange
(BSE) Investors Protection
Fund recently conducted a
live webinar with the
theme “Financial Literacy
and Investment in the
Stock Market”. More than
85 students, faculty and
staff members participat-
ed in the webinar. The
speakers were Mr. Krishna
Gupta, Deputy Manager
(CDSL, Indore), Mr. Firoj,
(CDSL, Madhya Pradesh
and Chhattisgarh) and Mr.
Tanmay Acharya (BSE
IPF, Chhattisgarh). The
webinar was moderated
and coordinated by Dr.
Sitakanta Panda,
Assistant Professor of
Economics, Department of
Liberal Arts, IIT Bhilai. In
the webinar, the panelists

presented various aspects
of investing in the stock
market and shared their
advice with the partici-
pants from the practition-
ers’ perspective. Various
concepts were discussed
such as different kinds of
trading strategies, current
state of the securities mar-
ket, a comparative analy-
sis of different financial
instruments, basics of in-
vesting in equity and bond
markets etc. The speakers
and the moderator
stressed upon different nu-
ances of investor aware-
ness in the current times.
After their presentations,
a Q&A session was con-
ducted. The participants
were provided with certifi-
cates of participation and
materials on investor
awareness. Dr. Panda
thanked the speakers, par-
ticipants and Institute ad-
ministration for the
smooth conduct of the we-
binar.

Webinar on ‘Financial 
Literacy and Investment in the

Stock Market’ at IIT Bhilai

Raipur, Mar 16: I have
few words to praise the
work that the daughters of
Chhattisgarh are doing.
Teejan Bai brought proud
to the country with her
Pandwani. The way
Phoolbasan came in front
of Amitabh Bachchan in
KBC, hers confidence was
built on sight. I also took
the decision of public
service in my life, many
problems came but finally
got success. This message
was given by Governor
Ms. Anusuiya Uikey in
the State Level Women’s
Awareness Conference or-
ganized by
Baikunthdham Temple

Committee. She said that
whenever a women moves
ahead in the public sector,
she faces a lot of trouble,
but if the work is done
with full dedication and
determination then suc-
cess is sure. When the
daughters move forward,
some people try to block
their path, but there are
many people who help the
daughters to move for-
ward. Take guidance from
people of good thinking.
You will always get suc-
cess. She honoured 36
women on this occasion.

Sharing her life experi-
ence, she said that when
she was studying, there

was a time when the edu-
cation of daughters was
discouraged. I had decid-
ed that to move forward in
public service, I have to
work for the public. I de-
cided to study. During
studies participated in
student  politics and con-

tinued to work hard.
Became an MLA in 26
years and today I am the
Governor. I want to tell all
of you that daughters can
achieve any position. She
said that I feel proud to be
present in this felicitation
ceremony. Today, in every

field, whether it is of art,
science or education, be it
politics. Women are fulfill-
ing their responsibility
with the best of success.
When women work in any
field, there are many ob-
stacles. Despite this, when
they handle any responsi-
bility along with taking
care of the house, we can
understand that women
are more capable than
men. So we have to
change our mindset to-
wards daughters. If the
family members give en-
couragement to the
daughters, then her
courage becomes double.

On this occasion, the

Governor also had paid
obeisance to Lord
Mahadev, Maa Durga,
Pawan Putra Hanuman
and ‘Shani Dev’ and other
deities in the temple
premises.

Padma Vibhushan
Teejan Bai, Mayor Shashi
Sinha, Former Minister
Ramshila Sahu, District
Panchayat President
Shalini Yadav, Padma
Radheshyam Barle, Risali
Municipal Corporation,
Chairman Keshav
Banchore were present on
the occasion. The
Governor felicitated 36
women with Nari Shakti
Samman on the occasion.

Governor felicitates 36 women with Narishakti Samman



Central Chronicle News

Pandaria, Mar 16: One-
day camp to create aware-
ness about corona was or-
ganised by Kaishpore
Micro-Credit Sansthan in
Mainpura and this
awareness was created
about corona and were
also informed about the
benefits to them from
vaccination.

The camp was inaugu-
rated byTI Pandaria
Mukesh Yadav as the
chief guest and Dr Pawan
Sahu was present as the
special guest. TI Yadav
created awareness about
initial symptoms of coro-
na and about vaccination.

Dr Sahu highlighted on
how to increase immuni-
ty against diseases
through Yoga and eating
healthy food. ADO
Bilaspur region Vinod
Mishra in his address
gave information about
different programmes of
the Company realted to
health and education for
the poor members and
gave information about
distribution of rebate
amount of Rs 26 crore to
dedicated 5 lakh poor
members of Kaishpore.
Mishra in his address
gave information about
the poor members facing
the problems of huge
debts/ loans.

At the same time, the
needy were distributed
masks, sanitizer, soapls
and corona kits at the
hands of the Chief
Guest. In this pro-
gramme branch
Manager Saurabh
Tiwari, SC Lokesh
Tiwari, and Ambika,
Brijesh, Sant Kumar and
other employees were
present.

Speaker lays stone for water
tank, pipeline work

Central Chronicle News

Khairagarh, Mar 16:
Under 'Jal Jeewan Mission'
(JJM) in Gram Khamtarai
dependent upon Gram
Panchayat Dilipur, stone
was laid by District
Panchayat 'sabhapati' -
Ghamman Sahu for con-
struction of an overhead
tank and expansion of
pipeline at the cost of Rs
62.23 lakh. It was in the
presence of villager,
Ghamman Sahu performed
prayers and made the be-
ginning for start of devel-
opment work.Speaking on

the occasion Sahu said that
it is unde PM Jal-Jeewan
Mission that a mission has
been launched by the PM
Narendra Modi to ensure
that water reaches every
household. Under the
'Amrut Yojana', the work
that of construction of
water tank and expansion
of pipeline is being done.

He expressed gratiutde
on behalf of the villagers
towards PM Narendra
Modi, former CM Dr
Raman Singh, LS MP
Santosh Pandey and said
that what all development
that is being carried out in

the village is through funds
from the central govern-
ment. He charged that the
state government is last
three year's of its gover-
nance is least bothered
about development and
only playing politics of ri-
valry. On this occasion
Janpad rep and Yuwa
Morcha V-P Raju Verma,
Mandal secy. Gorelal
Verma, Suresh Verma,
Ubheram Verma, Vishnu
Janghel, Ramesh Verma,
Sanjay Verma, Maneej
Verma, Ratiram and Shiv
Prasad Yadav and other vil-
lagers were present.

‘People of Rajim do not fall in the 
circle of religion, caste society’

Central Chronicle News

Rajim, Mar 16: The peo-
ple of Rajim area should
not fall in the circle of re-
ligion caste society, and I
have to pay attention to
the matters of develop-
ment, said Rajim MLA
Amitesh Shukla, while
addressing female stu-
dents in Deviya Samrada
Higher Secondary School.

Shukla provided cycles
to 104 girls of the school
under Saraswati Cycle
Scheme.Shri Shukla fur-
ther said that political at-
tacks, conspiracies keep
happening, but the devel-
opment of my constituen-
cy is my priority and I am
contributing in connect-
ing the Z generation to the
party's fold.

On this occasion,
President of Public
Participation Committee
Prakash Sahu, District
Mahila Congress

President Padma Dubey,
Ram Kumar Goswami, Dr
Anand Matawale, District
Congress Vice President
Lalchand Meghwani,
Prahlad Gandharva,

Ganesh Gupta, Manish
Dubey, Ramkumar Sahu,
Sunil Tiwari, Manisha
Sharma, Santosh Sonkar,
Ram Narayan Sahu,
school principal Ajit

Singh Jat, Vedram
Dhruva, Kaluram
Dhruva, Govind Yadav,
Vishnu Jangde,
Tikeshwar Sahu, and stu-
dents were present.
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In Gram Khamtarai under Dilippur Gram Panchayat

Central Chronicle News

Konta, Mar 16: It is ,
under the guidance of IG
Bastar region Sundarraj
P, Yogyan Singh Deputy
Inspector General CRPF
(Operational Sukma
Range) and Sunil Sharma
Superintendent of Police
Sukma, Praveen
Thapriyal Commandant
131 Corps is being run
under the direction of
CRPF.

Under the campaign,
the inhuman baseless ide-
ology of Naxalites and
their exploitation, atroci-
ties and discrimination by
outside Naxalites and
local tribals, influenced
by the promotion of reha-
bilitation policy of
Chhattisgarh government
and "Puna Narkom
Abhiyan" being run by
Sukma Police a total of 6
active Naxalites of the
banned Naxalite organi-
zation have surrendered.

On March 15 in the of-
fice of DIG Sukma,
Yogyan Singh, DIG CRPF
Sunil Sharma,

Superintendent of Police
Sukma, Shweta Rana,
Deputy Commandant
(Intelligence), Amarjeet
Pandit, Deputy
Commandant 131 Corps
CRPF and Uttam Pratap a
total of six Naxalites sur-
rendered without arms
before the Deputy
Superintendent of Police
Sukma.

The Intelligence
Branch of the DIG
(Operations) Range
Sukma helped in surren-
dering of Madvi Ganga
and the Intelligence
Branch of 131 Corps
CRPF had special cooper-
ation in getting the re-
maining Naxalites to sur-
render.

A case under section
147, 148, 149, 307, 341, 364,
395 IPC 25, 27 Arms Act
are registered in police
station Polampally
against the surrendered
Naxalite Madvi Ganga.

Standing warrant was
issued by the Court.
Other surrendered
Naxalites have been in-
volved in various Naxalite
activities happening in
the area. Assistance and
other facilities will be pro-
vided to the surrendered
Naxalites under the reha-
bilitation policy of the
state government.

Six Naxalites surrender
influenced by

‘Rehabilitation Policy’

And ‘Puna Narkom
Campaign’ run by
Sukma District
Police

Camp organised to create
awareness about corona



‘HOLI MILAN’

Jharkhand Chief Minister Hemant Soren with MLAs during ‘Holi Milan Samaroh’ at Jharkhand Assembly premises, in Ranchi.
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BRIEF
Kidnapping
 Noida: Two people,

who allegedly kid-
napped a seven-year-
old girl from Noida in
Uttar Pradesh to “sac-
rifice” her for an oc-
cult practice on Holi,
were arrested and the
child was rescued, po-
lice said. One of the
accused, a neighbour
of the child, was find-
ing it hard to get mar-
ried and had consult-
ed an occultist, who
suggested him the
method to please the
gods in order to get
married. The occultist
has been identified
but is at large, the po-
lice said.

Rescued
 New Delhi: An in-

jured golden jackal
was rescued at Sainik
Farms here and is cur-
rently undergoing
treatment. The jackal
was severely wounded
by a metal clutch wire
that was found tightly
wrapped around its
right forelimb, NGO
Wildlife SOS said. A
resident of Sainik
Farms spotted the
wounded canid in an
unconscious state and
alerted the Wildlife
SOS 24-hour rescue
helpline. Rapid re-
sponse team rushed
and took the animal.

Robbed
 Gurugram: An elderly

woman was robbed of
her jewellery and cash
by two armed people in
broad daylight in
Surdas colony of
Faridabad.The ac-
cused were nabbed
within two hours,po-
lice said.Police said the
accused revealed that
they committed the
crime after carrying
out recce of the
woman’s house.Police
recovered a pistol and
stolen items from them.

Jailed
 Kota: An Anti

Corruption Bureau
(ACB) Court in Kota
sentenced a head con-
stable of Railway
Protection Force to
five years of imprison-
ment for taking a
bribe of Rs 2,000 a
decade back, a court
official said. The ACB
court also slapped a
fine of Rs 80,000
against him for the
bribe he took in
November 2011, said
Assistant Director
Prosecution (ADP)
Ashok Joshi.

Freed
 Jaipur: Twenty head

of cattle being smug-
gled to Haryana for
slaughter were freed
from two places in
Alwar district, police
said. Eight people
were arrested in this
connection, they said.
During checking at
two places, police
teams recovered 20
head of cattle being
smuggled to Haryana
for slaughter in vehi-
cles. The animals
were shifted to a cow
shelter, police said.

Spots
 Mumbai: The BMC

has provided Mumbai
police over 20 spots to
keep abandoned vehi-
cles that are getting
picked up as part of
an ongoing drive, an
official said. These
spots include Lodha
Public Parking Lot in
Kala Chowki, near
Juhu Depot,
Goregaon, Mulund
dumping ground,
Vikhroli village, he
said. Operation
Khatara is underway
to remove these aban-
doned vehicles, which
occupy space along
roads and put
pressure on the 
availability.

Bengaluru, Mar 16 (PTI):

The six Muslim girl stu-
dents of the Government
Pre University Girls
College in the coastal town
of Udupi did not turn up
for classes on Wednesday,
a day after their petition
seeking permission to
wear hijab inside class-
rooms was dismissed by
the Karnataka High
Court. In its 129-page order
the High Court had held

that Hijab is not an
Essential Religious
Practice and upheld the
Karnataka Government’s
order banning the use of
any cloth on the campus
that could disturb peace,
harmony and public order.

The girls stuck to their
stand that they will not
enter the college without
the headscarf and would
fight the case legally.

They were absent when
the preparatory exams of

the second pre-university
classes were going on.

In Kamala Nehru
College in Shivamogga,
which had seen distur-
bances over the Hijab row
earlier, 15 girls returned
home saying that they will
not enter college without
wearing hijab.

It was in this district
headquarters town that a
Bajrang Dal activist was
hacked to death recently,
leading to tension.

The 15 girls arrived with
burqa and hijab but the
college management
barred entry, and they de-
cided not to attend classes.
One of them told reporters
that hijab was their reli-
gious right and identity
and they cannot enter the
college without it.

“This was the last day to
submit our assignments
but we are not allowed in-
side the class. We request-
ed them (college authori-
ties) to allow us but the col-
lege said the court order
has to be followed. It is not
the fault of principal or
the teachers. Actually we
did not get justice,” anoth-
er girl said. Meanwhile, in
M u s l i m - d o m i n a t e d
Bhatkal town in Uttara
Kannada district, a section
of traders observed Bandh
to “lodge their dissatisfac-
tion” over the Karnataka
High Court order. The
Burma Bazaar, Main
Road, Madina Colony and
Navayat Colony in
Bhatkal wore deserted
look.

Some students skip classes,
exams against Hijab verdict

Students wearing burqa protest against Karnataka HC
verdict on Hijab by boycotting their internal exams in front
of IDSG college, in Chikmagalur, Wednesday.

Verdict blow to RTE
sans discrimination:

CPI(M)
New Delhi: Calling
the Karnataka High
Court verdict on hijab
a “blow” to the univer-
sal right to education
(RTE) without dis-
crimination, the
CPI(M) said the move
would push young
Muslim women out of
educational institu-
tions in Karnataka.

New Delhi, Mar 16 (PTI):

A parliamentary stand-
ing committee has high-
lighted “glaring irregular-
ities” including fictitious
and fraudulent expendi-
ture in projects related to
Accelerated Irrigation
Benefits Programme’.

The Centre’s AIBP aims
to provide financial assis-
tance to state governments
to help speed up imple-
mentation of on-going ir-
rigation projects.

The committee has also
advised the Jal Shakti
ministry to make more ef-
fective use of satellite im-
ageries to monitor the irri-
gation potential.

This report of the
Public Accounts
Committee on the action
taken by the government
on the observations and
recommendations of the
panel on AIBP further rec-
ommended that all possi-
ble support should be ex-
tended to strengthen par-
ticipatory irrigation man-
agement through Water
Users Associations.

“The Committee feels
that more effective use of
satellite imageries from

National Remote Sensing
Centre with effective rec-
onciliation from field re-
ports will go a long way in
effectively monitoring the
Irrigation Potential and
therefore, desire that the
Ministry should take all
possible steps to effective-
ly reduce the variations
between satellite im-
ageries and field verifica-
tions to the extent possi-
ble, by working with the
remote sensing authori-
ties,” the report said.

The Committee also
highlighted the “glaring
irregularities” observed
by audit with regard to fic-
titious and fraudulent ex-

penditure by the govern-
ment that has been left
“largely un-responded” to
by the government in their
reply.

“The Committee also
note the failure of the gov-
ernment to obtain the re-
sponse from the state gov-
ernment of Uttar Pradesh
on the suspected irregular
expenditure of Rs 1.47
crores and the failure to
recover a suspected irreg-
ular payment of Rs 2.63
crore in case of Karnataka
government. The
Committee recommended
the Ministry to pursue
such cases vigorously and
to its logical end,” it said.

Parl panel red flags irregularities
in irrigation projects

Mumbai, Mar 16: Adani
Electricity Mumbai Ltd
(AEML), together with the
Adani Foundation and the
MOHAN Foundation, has
launched ‘Jeevan Amrut –
The Sweetest Gift of Life’,
a program to create wide-
spread awareness about
the importance of organ
donation. The ‘Jeevan
Amrut’ awareness pro-
gram encourages people to
pledge to donate their or-
gans to save others’ lives.
Compared to countries
like Spain, Portugal, the
United States and several

others, India has a very
low organ donation rate.
This could change if more
people step up to donate
transplantable organs.

In Mumbai, more than
500 AEML employees took
the organ donation pledge.
Launching the ‘Jeevan
Amrut’ program, Dr Priti
Adani, Chairperson of the
Adani Foundation, too
signed the life-saving
pledge. “Our low organ do-

nation rate means that
half a million Indians die
because they cannot get a
transplant – although or-
gans are available,” said
Dr Priti Adani,
Chairperson, Adani
Foundation. “This is a dis-
turbing and depressing re-
ality, as these are needless
deaths. I am sure that we,
as a nation with a glorious
tradition of giving and
caring, can do much bet-

ter.” “If we are to save
more lives, we need a sig-
nificant mindset change
across the nation,” Dr
Adani added. “Most people
are still hesitant to donate
their organs – and this hes-
itation stems from all
kinds of fears, myths and
misconceptions.

We need to do more to
dispel these baseless
doubts and anxieties –
and, in this, I am humbled
by the relentless efforts
made by organisations
like the MOHAN
Foundation to educate and
motivate people to pledge
their organs.’

“A lot of work needs to
be done. India is strug-
gling with demand supply
gap in organs,” said Ms
Pallavi Kumar, Executive
Director, MOHAN
Foundation. “As a result,
many die while on the
waiting list.

Adani Electricity leads Organ Pledge drive 

Thiruvananthapuram,
Mar 16 (PTI): The Kerala
Legislative Assembly on
Wednesday passed a unan-
imous resolution, voicing
concern over the Centre’s
move to sell stakes in in-
surance behemoth LIC and
urging it to retain the insti-
tution, which played a key
role in the development of
the nation.

Chief Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan, who moved the
resolution in the Assembly,
opined that leaving the in-
surance giant to the inter-
ests of private players
would not be beneficial to
the country and hence the
union government should
revisit its decision. “The
union government is try-
ing to justify its act by
propagating that only 5 per
cent stakes will be sold
through an Initial Public
Offering (IPO) and that is

not privatisation. But it is
clear that selling shares is
the first step towards pri-
vatisation and that is the
real objective of the gov-
ernment,” he said.

He recalled that the LIC
was nationalised with an
aim to protect stakehold-
ers from the exploitation of
private companies and to
ensure that insurance cov-
erage was extended to the
weaker sections and back-
ward areas of the country.

Such an institution is
being privatised now with-
out giving any opportunity
for a detailed discussion or
examination in the
Parliament, he said and
criticised the Centre for
amending the LIC Act by
including it in the Finance
Bill. Quoting figures, the
Chief Minister also said
the public sector insur-
ance giant has so far in-
vested Rs 36.76 lakh crore
for the benefit of the socie-

ty and this mammoth
source of resource would
be over with privatisation.
The Centre, in February,
had filed draft papers with
capital market regulator
SEBI for selling 5 per cent
stake in insurance behe-
moth LIC through an ini-
tial public offering. The
IPO is 100 per cent offer for
sale (OFS) by the
Government of India and
no fresh issue of shares by
Life Insurance
Corporation (LIC). Later,
Kerala Assembly on
Wednesday witnessed a
heated war of words be-
tween Chief Minister
Pinarayi Vijayan and
Leader of Opposition V D
Satheesan over a student
clash in a government law
college here, following
which the opposition
Congress-led UDF staged a
walkout.

Kerala Assembly passes unanimous resolution against LIC IPO

Kerala Legislative Assembly

MMaadduurraaii,,  MMaarr  1166  ((PPTTII)):: The
Madras High Court has termed
the usage of mobile phones
and taking videos inside gov-
ernment office as “a grave mis-
conduct,” and directed the
Tamil Nadu government to
issue appropriate instructions
regulating their use during
office hours. Justice SM

Subramaniam also directed
that strict action be initiated
against violation of the circu-
lar/instructions in this connec-
tion. The court’s directions
came while hearing into the
plea by a state government
official challenging her suspen-
sion for filming her colleagues
during work hours that
allegedly led to a dispute, leav-
ing one person injured.
However, the Court cannot
conduct enquiry in respect of

such allegations, which all are
to be gone into by the
Disciplinary Authority at the
time of enquiry. Since there
were allegations and counter
allegations, the competent
authority has to conduct a
detailed probe based on the
documents and evidences
available as the charges are
serious in nature, the court
said. “This Court is of the con-
sidered opinion that using
mobile phones by the public
servants during office hours
has become nowadays a nor-
mal scenario. Using mobile
phones and taking videos
inside the office is a grave mis-
conduct.  The officials working
in the Government
Departments should never be
allowed to use mobile phones
inside the office for their per-
sonal use,” the judge noted.

HC terms use of mobiles in 
Govt offices as grave misconduct

Madras HC Madurai bench.

 Asks TN Govt 
to restrict usage

Patna, Mar 16 (PTI):

The Bihar Assembly re-
mained paralysed for the
second consecutive day on
Wednesday when opposi-
tion members continued
to stall proceedings,
adamant on the demand of
an apology from Chief
Minister Nitish Kumar for
the alleged insult of
Speaker Vijay Kumar
Sinha. The principal oppo-
sition party, the RJD, ap-
peared to be in a concilia-
tory mood when the House
assembled for the post-
lunch session. However, it
was now the turn of the
Left parties which togeth-
er have 20-odd MLAs who
trooped into the well,
shouting slogans against

the Chief Minister, who
was said to be away in his
home district of Nalanda.

A demand for the power
department’s budgetary
allocation was moved by
minister Bijendra Kumar
Yadav to which RJD chief
whip Lalit Yadav proposed
a cut motion. The RJD
leader thereafter pointed

to the cacophony and
urged the Chair to set the
House in order . Members
from the treasury benches
reacted to the din with be-
musement and annoyance
even as the Speaker kept
pleading that proceedings
be allowed, given that only
two days were left before
Holi vacation begins.

After pleading with the
unruly members for some
time, a visibly tired
Speaker adjourned the
proceedings till 4PM.
Earlier, the day had begun
on a stormy note when the
Speaker took the Chair, a
day after having excused
himself, apparently miffed
over the slight at the
hands of the Chief
Minister on Monday.

Turmoil in Bihar Assembly
even as Speaker takes Chair

Vijay Kumar Sinha

Mumbai, Mar 16 (PTI):

The rift between the
Maharashtra government
and Governor Bhagat
Singh Koshyari has fur-
ther escalated as the latter
has refused to give nod for
holding the state
Assembly Speaker’s elec-
tion. An official from the
Raj Bhavan informed the
state government that the
date for holding the elec-
tion cannot be fixed as the
matter is sub-judice,
sources said.

The Speaker’s post has
been lying vacant since
February last year, after
incumbent Nana Patole re-
signed to take charge as
Maharashtra Congress
president. The state Maha
Vikas Aghadi (MVA) gov-
ernment, comprising the

Shiv Sena, NCP and
Congress, had initially de-
manded that Koshyari
allow to hold the election
on March 9, and later
sought that the election be
allowed on March 16, dur-
ing the on-going budget
session of the legislature.

The secretary in-charge
of the state’s parliamen-
tary affairs department
was informed by the gov-

ernor’s principal secre-
tary that the date for hold-
ing the election cannot be
fixed since the matter is
sub-judice,” the sources
said. Patole had slammed
Koshyari for the “delay” in
approving the schedule for
holding the Speaker’s elec-
tion. He said the Congress
has finalised its candidate
for the post of Speaker and
will announce the name
once the election schedule
is announced. In the last
winter session of the
Maharashtra legislature
in December 2021, the state
government amended
rules for Speaker’s elec-
tion from ballot system to
voice vote. The new rules
envisage the open voting
method’ to elect the
Speaker and Deputy
Speaker of the Assembly.

‘Assembly Speaker’s election can’t
be held as matter sub-judice’

Bhagat Singh Koshyari

 Over 500 AEML
employees pledged to
donate their organs 

 Awareness campaign
organised by AEML,
Adani Foundation and
MOHAN Foundation 



Mexico City, Mar 16 (AP):

Another journalist was
shot to death in Mexico,
the eighth murdered so
far this year in an un-
precedented spate of
killings that has made
Mexico the most danger-
ous place in the world for
the press.

Reporters and photogra-
phers have been murdered
this year in Mexico at the
rate of almost one a week,

despite claims from the
government that the situa-
tion is under control.

Prosecutors in the west-
ern state of Michoacan
said reporter Armando
Linares was shot to death
at a home in the town of
Zitacuaro. Zitacuaro is
one of the closest towns to
the monarch butterfly
wintering grounds in the
mountains west of Mexico
City. The area has been
plagued by illegal logging

and drug gangs, local gov-
ernance disputes and de-
forestation linked to ex-
panding avocado produc-
tion.

Logging has damaged
the pine and fir forests
where the butterflies
spend the winter after mi-

grating from the United
States and Canada.

Linares served as direc-
tor at the Monitor
Michoacan website, which
continued to show an arti-
cle he had written about a
cultural festival celebrat-
ing monarch butterflies.

Beijing, Mar 16 (AFP):

China has moved to free
up hospital beds as officials
on Wednesday reported
thousands of new cases
from an Omicron-led coro-
navirus outbreak that has
put millions under lock-
down and raised fears for
the health system.

The country recorded
3,290 new Covid-19 cases on
Wednesday, including 11 se-
vere cases. The total was
down count of more than
5,000, but the highly trans-
missible variant is posing

the sternest challenge yet
to China’s ‘zero-Covid’
strategy to contain the pan-
demic. China, where the
first virus case emerged in
Wuhan in late 2019, has not
officially reported any
Covid-related deaths for
more than a year. Under
strict Covid-19 protocols,
the country previously
sent all patients with any
symptoms to specialist hos-
pitals. But a steep jump in
cases, which has led to the
17.5 million residents of
the southern tech hub of
Shenzhen being locked

down and restrictions im-
posed on Shanghai and
other cities, has driven con-
cerns over looming bed
shortages. The National
Health Commission said
patients with mild Covid
cases could isolate at a cen-
tral quarantine facility to
ease pressure on hospitals.
“Patients with Omicron
variant strains are mainly
asymptomatic infections
and mild cases, most of
them do not require seri-
ous treatment,” the health
authority said. “All admis-
sion to designated hospi-
tals will take up a lot of
medical resources.”

Images of patients lying
on gurneys outside hospi-
tals in Hong Kong, where
hospitals have been over-
run by a surge in cases,
have spooked mainland of-
ficials, who are now also
rushing to build makeshift
hospitals in some
provinces.
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BRITISM PM IN UAE

British Prime Minister Boris Johnson arrives at the Emirates Palace hotel in Abu Dhabi
during his visit to the United Arab Emirates (UAE) on Wednesday.

BRIEF
Difficult

Washington: The
complete US military
withdrawals from
Afghanistan and
Somalia last year have
made it more difficult
for the United States
to counter terror
groups that aspire to
attack America and
its allies, senior com-
manders have told
Congress.Russia and
China are both seek-
ing to bolster their in-
fluence in the Middle
East and Africa, with
Moscow being more
acute threat. Former
President Donald
Trump ordered com-
plete withdrawal.

Targets
Sanaa: A car bomb-
ing in southern
Yemen killed four peo-
ple and wounded a
dozen others, includ-
ing a senior security
commander, officials
said. No one immedi-
ately claimed respon-
sibility for the bomb-
ing but such attacks
are common in war-
torn Yemen, where
fighting between gov-
ernment forces and
Iran-backed Houthi
rebels has raged for
over seven years. The
al-Qaida and the
Islamic State groups
are also active in sev-
eral regions.

Meets
Kathmandu: Saudi
Arabia’s Foreign
Minister Prince Faisal
bin Farhan Al Saud
met Nepal Prime
Minister Sher
Bahadur Deuba at his
official residence in
Baluwatar here where
they discussed bilater-
al ties, mutual assis-
tance and security of
Nepali migrant work-
ers. The Saudi
Foreign Minister also
met Nepal President
Bidya Devi Bhandari
where various aspects
of Nepal-Saudi
Arabia relations and
matters of mutual in-
terest were discussed.

Dust 
Madrid: Spain issued
extremely poor air
quality ratings for
Madrid and a large
swath after a mass of
hot air from the
Sahara dumped dust
after crossing the
Mediterranean. The
national air quality
index qualified as ex-
tremely unfavourable
its worst rating the
capital and large parts
of the southeast coast.

Exits
San Juan: Puerto
Rico’s government
formally exited bank-
ruptcy, completing the
largest public debt re-
structuring in US his-
tory after announcing
nearly seven years ago
that it was unable to
pay its more than 70
billion debt. The exit
means that the
Caribbean territory’s
government will re-
sume billion-dollar
payments to bond-
holders for the first
time in several years,
settle some 1 billion
worth of claims filed
by residents and local
businesses.

Charged
Miami: A leader in
the far-right Proud
Boys extremist group
will remain jailed
until his trial on
charges that he re-
motely led a plot to
stop Congress’ certifi-
cation of Joe Biden’s
2020 presidential vic-
tory. In a Miami court-
room, US Magistrate
Judge Lauren F Louis
cited the danger that
prosecutors say Henry
Enrique Tarrio poses
to the community.

Kyiv, Mar 16 (AFP):

Images of Ukrainian
troops carrying Javelin
missile launchers on their
shoulders have flashed
around the world, making
the anti-tank weapon —
capable of piercing the
most sophisticated armor,
and particularly useful in
guerrilla warfare — a
symbol of Ukrainian re-
sistance to Russia’s inva-
sion.

Western states, which
want to support Ukraine
militarily without enter-
ing into direct conflict

with Russia, have mas-
sively stepped arms deliv-
eries to the Ukrainian
army since Moscow
launched its invasion on
February 24. According to

a senior US official, the
Ukrainians have already
received some 17,000 anti-
tank weapons from vari-
ous Western countries, in-
cluding several hundred

Javelin launchers, and
Washington announced
on Saturday new military
aid totalling $200 million
and including the anti-
tank weapon.

Ukrainian forces have
also received thousands of
other anti-tank weapons,
including British NLAWs,
Swedish-made AT4s and
Carl-Gustavs, German
Panzerfausts and Spanish
Instalaza C90s.

But it is the US-made
Javelin that has become
the weapon of choice, to
the point that a meme cir-
culating on social media
has transformed it into a
religious icon borne by
Mary Magdalene, an em-
blematic saint of the
Orthodox church.

Javelin missile becomes 
symbol of Ukraine’s resistance

A Ukrainian soldier launches Javelin missile against a
Russian tank.

 Each replacement
missile costs
around USD 78,000

China boosts bed spaces 
as COVID-19 spreads

A health worker (C) helps people to fill information at
Shanghai Jin’an Central Hospital, in Shanghai on Wednesday.

Journalist killed in Mexico, eighth so far this year

Seoul, Mar 16 (AP):

A North Korean missile
fired from its capital re-
gion exploded in mid-air
in an apparent failed
launch on Wednesday,
South Korea’s military
said, amid speculation
that the North could soon
launch its biggest long-
range missile in its most
significant provocation in
years. Details of the mis-
sile explosion weren’t im-
mediately known. But the
launch, the 10th of its kind
this year, shows North
Korea is determined to
press ahead on its push to
modernize its weapons ar-
senal and pressure its ri-
vals into making conces-
sions amid dormant denu-
clearization talks. The
North Korean missile
blew up while it was flying

at an altitude of about 20
kilometers (12.4 miles), a
South Korean military of-
ficial said requesting
anonymity because he
wasn’t publicly authorized
to speak to media on the
issue. He said the cause of
the explosion wasn’t
known.

South Korea’s Joint
Chiefs of Staff earlier said
in a statement that the
launch made from the
Pyongyang region around
9:30 a.m. apparently failed.
It said South Korean and
US intelligence authori-
ties were analyzing details
of the launch.

North Korean missile 
exploded in air in failed launch

People watch a TV screen showing a news about North
Koreas missile with file footage, at a train station in Seoul,
South Korea, Wednesday.

VViieennnnaa,,  MMaarr  1166  ((AAFFPP)):: Russia’s
invasion of Ukraine has
revealed the “shaking founda-
tion” of democracy, Chinese
dissident artist Ai Weiwei said
as he unveiled what he said
was the biggest retrospective
of his work to date.

Reflecting on the war and
the massive refugee crisis it
has created, Ai expressed fears
for “our... so-called peaceful
life since World War Two”
“Suddenly we feel the... foun-
dation is shaking of democracy

and freedom,” he told journal-
ists in Vienna. He was speaking
at the Albertina Modern gallery
where the show, “In Search of
Humanity”, opened on
Wednesday. While condemning
Russia’s invasion of its neigh-
bour as “unacceptable”, Ai
expressed concern about
increasing global divisions. A
“Cold War psychology is not
going to work”, he said.

The new exhibition, which
he described as “critical and
radical”, displays several
works that are responses to the
experiences of those fleeing
war and persecution.

There is a striking arrange-
ment of life jackets found on
the shores of the Greek island
of Lesbos, arranged around a
giant crystal ball in a lotus-like
installation. That piece is also
typical of the monumental
nature of much of the work on
show, which comprises more
than 50 tonnes of material.

Ai Weiwei warns of ‘shaking
foundation’ of democracy

Chinese artist Ai Weiwei 
attends at his exhibition ‘In

Search of Humanity’ at
Albertina museum in Vienna.

NNeeww  YYoorrkk,,  MMaarr  1166  ((PPTTII)):: US
prosecutors have started
negotiating a plea deal with
Pakistani terrorist and 9/11
mastermind Khalid Shaikh
Mohammed and four others
currently lodged in the Guant
namo Bay detention camp, a
move which could result in the
commutation of their death
sentence to life imprison-
ment, according to a media
report. 

The New York Times’ report
said that the plea deal would
undoubtedly disappoint, if not
enrage, death-penalty advo-
cates among the victims’ fam-
ily members. 

The unprecedented terror
attack on September 11, 2001
destroyed the twin towers of
the iconic World Trade Center
(WTC) in New York, killing

nearly 3,000 people, including
many Indians. The report said
that other family members,
including those troubled by
the role of the US torture in
the case and the delays, might
see it as a fitting conclusion. 

While no deal is expected
soon, guilty pleas resulting in
life sentences could force the
Biden administration to modi-
fy its ambition of ending
detention operations at Guant
namo Bay and instead rebrand
it as a military prison for a
few men, it said.

Pakistani 9/11 mastermind
could be spared death penalty 

Khalid Shaikh Mohammed

 As US prosecutors
negotiate plea deal
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Rejection
Somewhere I read a lovely

quote about love. Yugoslav
writer Mesa Selimovic said,
"Everyone says love hurts. But
that's not true. Rejection hurts.
Losing someone hurts... Love is
the only thing in this world that
covers up all pain and makes
someone feel wonderful
again." And these words made
me think for a while. Does love
really hurt us? No. Actually, no.
There is a very thin line
between what hurts and what
makes us feel special. And in
case of love since the two are
intermixed with each other, we
get confused to point out. Over
and over again we all misun-
derstand the pain we get from
being rejected or cheated or
neglected as the wound of love.
But if we see minutely, love
brings peace to one's mind.
Love makes our mind happy
and healthy. A passionate lover
only knows that the feeling of
love makes the world new to a
person who is even deep root-
ed in pain and frustration. A
person who carries love feels
wholeness, fulfillment and
completion within himself or
herself, which makes them feel
alive. Sitting by the window
seat of the bus, lying on the
bed, our mind flies somewhere.
We dive into the ocean of imag-
ination. It's because love
dwells in everyone's heart.
Silently we roam somewhere
behind our common appear-
ance, as renowned poet
William Wordsworth said, "I
wandered lonely as a cloud/
That floats on high o'er vales
and hills." Everyone is the lover
of their own, lover of someone
special, the lover of this world.
We see beauty in people
because of love, for love the
world is attractive. People go
away. Everything changes. But
Love stays. Memory stays. We
stay and hence the world
seems so beautiful even at the
time of sunset.

MMaammaannii,,  vviiaa  eemmaaiill

Uniform
Since our school days, we

have followed the school uni-
form. Whatever colour or the
type of cloth the school man-
agement prescribed the stu-
dents have put on without any
question. Now, in Karnataka
some organizations and other
radical groups are brainwash-
ing female Muslim students to
wear Hijab and attend the
school. School is considered
as temple of education and
anybody indulging in polluting
the system should be dealt
with hard. The Constitution
has given us the right to follow
religion, but hardcore reli-
gious practices should be left
at home when a child goes to
school. School uniform gives
the students a feeling of one-
ness, irrespective of religion,
caste, creed or other things. I
appeal to those misguided
students to abandon those
radical groups and come to
school/college as students.
Religious politics can be
played on other turf, but not in
school.

PPuurraabbii,,  vviiaa  eemmaaiill

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

WHAT THEY TWEET!

BBiirreennddeerr  DDhhaannooaa
@@bbssddhhaannooaa

When an individual's
mind is made up based on
preconceived ideas and
an accepted narrative,
attempts to change it
using rational arguments
and presenting facts is
the equivalent of placat-
ing a ravenous tiger with
ice cream??

SShhiivvaannii@@TTaa__ppeessttrryy
Everyone who hasn't uttered a word
or are straightforward denying the
reality of Kashmir should never shout
again about supporting minorities.
Liberal circles incapable of digesting
the real facts and thus invalidating
the 'liberal' word themselves by def-
inition. What a shame.

AAnnnnee@@aannnneeaapppplleebbaauumm
I hope people who are interested in
in post-colonial studies and the
history of imperialism will study
the Russian war in Ukraine. It's a
textbook illustration of how a for-
mer imperial power dehumanizes
its former subjects, so much that it
has no problem killing them.

DDeebbaasshhiisshh@@ddeebbssttrraacctt

This resonates right. Plus,
coming from a very non-tra-
ditional academic back-
ground the biggest differ-
ence for me personally was,
acceptance. The ability to
build a niche tech career
without the facing the rudi-
mentary judgements and
biases was the most notable

experience for me.

AAppaarrnnaa  BBoossee@@AAppaarrnnaaBBoossee44
Back to base!

kksshhiittiizz@@kksshhiittiizz__mm
We should look at an active role play
by govt to increase the cult of equi-
ty investing. This will reduce
dependency of FII flows and will
broad base the capital markets.
Common man in a structure st can
participate and benefit form  a
growth of our nation.

I ndia is rolling out ambitious measures over the
coming weeks to try to establish the country as

a dominant exporter of high-quality wheat as im-
porters scramble for supplies following Russia's inva-
sion of Ukraine. The measures, which should be im-
plemented over the course of around two weeks, in-
clude ensuring government approved laboratories
test the quality of wheat for export, making extra rail
wagons available for transport and working with
port authorities to give priority to wheat exports.
India, the world's biggest wheat producer after
China, has been pursuing deals to export wheat and
take advantage of surplus stocks at home and a
sharp rise in global prices. While there have not yet
been global disruptions to wheat supplies, prices
have surged 55 percent since before the invasion
amid concerns about what could happen next. If the
war is prolonged, countries that rely on affordable
wheat exports from Ukraine could face shortages
starting in July. This is seen in the context of India's
food grains production. India has world's largest area
of fertile land and now government wants Indian
farmer to be breadbasket for other poor countries.
The latest estimates, released by agriculture min-
istry, shows the foodgrains' output in 2021-22 is ex-
pected to be 6 million tonnes (MT) nearly 2 percent
more than the overall production of 310 MT in the
previous year. Russia and Ukraine are Europe's
breadbasket, the International Food Policy Research
Institute estimates that their exports represent 12
percent of all the food calories traded in the world.
The two countries account for almost 30 percent of
global wheat exports, almost 20 percent of corn ex-
ports, and more than 80 percent of the world supply
of sunflower oil.

Those exports are stalled for different reasons in
Ukraine by Russia's invasion, and in Russia by global
sanctions but the net effect is the same. It's as if Iowa
and Illinois, the heart of US grain production, were
ripped off the map. It's worth remembering that the
last time food prices were this high in 2008 and 2009,
it caused civil unrest all over the world. There were
riots in Haiti, South America, and South Asia. The
price of bread was one spark for the Arab Spring,
which began in 2010. Experts worry similar unrest
might lurk in the near future as poor countries get
outbid for grain by richer ones. Tang Renjian,
China's minister of agriculture and rural affairs, re-
cently told that heavy rainfall and flooding in fall 2021
delayed the seeding of about one-third of the coun-
try's winter wheat crop. A pre-winter survey of ex-
perts concluded that the amount of wheat that will
make the top two grades could be down by more than
20 percentage points. Almost all of China's wheat is
winter wheat and the planting delays likely made the
crop more susceptible to disease and winterkill, so
there could indeed be yield and quality issues. The
crop is grown in the central and northern parts of
the country. Harvest will begin in the most southern
regions shortly and will continue through May in the
north. China imported 9.77 million tonnes of wheat
in 2021. A worsening drought in the southern US
Plains is threatening the region's winter wheat crop
just as the Ukraine crisis dents global supplies. Some
farmers in southwestern Kansas, the top US wheat
producing state, have not received much measurable
rain or snow since October. Winter wheat is planted
in autumn, lays dormant in winter and begins send-
ing up green shoots in spring. Proper soil moisture is
critical at this stage for the crop to thrive. Amid such
global crisis, the Indian farmer is going to provide
food to both India and other countries.

Indian wheat for world

‘T he Kashmir Files’ film has created havoc at
the box office. Despite other big releases in the

theatres and minimal promotions, the film's collec-
tion shows no signs of dropping. It earned Rs 60.20
crore in five days Theatre owners are predicting the
film will not only cross the Rs 100-crore mark in tick-
et sales, but go on to enter the Rs 200-crore club. 'The
Kashmir Files' chronicles the exodus of Kashmiri
Pandits and the subsequent genocide in the early
1990s at the hands of separatists. Made at a cost of
around Rs 8-10 crore, 'The Kashmir Files' is ruling the
box office despite being a small-budget venture. The
film may set trend for low budget narrative story-
telling about historical events in India. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi said that such films reveal
the truth and claimed that there has been a conspira-
cy to discredit it. Modi took a swipe at the critics of
the films and said that they are furious because the
recently-released movie is foregrounding the truth
that was deliberately kept hidden. The depiction of
violence and suffering is overwhelming and can
often prompt the audience to take sides by witnessing
appalling atrocities.

Due to its portrayal of real events, many political
controversies have arisen around India. A few pro-
BJP supporters in Kerala claimed that the film was
being screened in only a few theatres in the state.
However, the film exhibitors association of Kerala
denied that there has been any such pressure. Amid
all the hullabaloo, the IMDB page of the film, after re-
ceiving unusual voting activity, posted that it is going
to use an alternate weighting method to determine
the rating. Twitter users have been showering the
film with appreciation. Many feel that this film dis-
covers a lot of untold stories buried deep inside the
country's history and at the same time makes people
question the system. People have even declared the
film as 'the most hard-hitting film' in recent times.
Many viewers took to other social media platforms to
talk about how the film had affected them emotional-
ly. While some called 'The Kashmir Files' a film differ-
ent from other Bollywood film some also shared their
views about the issues the movie talked about. Not
just usual politics, but the film has stirred narrative
on social media and mass entertainment channels.

Low budget storytelling
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A woman looks at a painting titled 'Paysage de mesures' by French artist Fabrice Hyber for exhibition 'You are a tree' at Les
Franciscaines museum in Deauville, France.

EXHIBITION ON TREES

W e've known for years now
that rates of short-sighted-

ness (scientifically known as my-
opia) are rising globally. Some esti-
mates even suggest that half of the
world's population will be short-
sighted by 2050. In the UK and
Europe alone, rates of short-sight-
edness have doubled in the last 50
years. But we still aren't completely
sure why these rates are rising so
significantly and who might be most
at risk. This is what a recent study
set out to understand. Looking at
data from 107,442 participants aged
40-69, the researchers confirmed
that rates of myopia have increased
significantly in the UK in all age
groups and showed that education
level and ethnicity may also be
linked to greater risk.

They found that there was a jump
in the number of people with short-
sightedness when they compared
participants born between 1965-
1970 with those born between 1939-
1944 going from 20 percent of the
population having myopia to nearly
30 percent. They also found that a
greater number of people were de-
veloping short-sightedness in adult-
hood. Those who developed short-
sightedness in childhood were also
shown to become highly short-
sighted and at greater risk of devel-

oping serious eye conditions in
adulthood.

To get a better picture of whether
certain groups were more at risk
than others, the researchers com-
pared participants by gender, eth-
nicity and education level. While
previous studies have found that
women are more short-sighted on
average particularly at younger
ages others have found no differ-
ence between men and women.
This study found women had a 24
percent increased risk of developing
myopia in childhood but were 12
percent less likely to develop my-
opia in adulthood. It's uncertain why
this is – but it might be due to differ-
ences in lifestyle or the hormonal
changes men and women experi-
ence. Looking then at ethnicity, the
researchers found that there was a
higher prevalence of myopia in peo-
ple who were Chinese. In fact,
Chinese participants had a 240 per-
cent greater risk of developing
short-sightedness in childhood com-
pared to white participants.
Interestingly, all other ethnicities
appeared to have a reduced risk of
developing myopia in childhood
though this might be due to the fact
that UK Biobank data has fewer par-
ticipants from ethnic minority back-
grounds.

These findings relate to what pre-
vious studies have shown, with re-
search suggesting there's a greater
prevalence of myopia in east Asia
and in people of Asian descent. One
study looking at young men in Seoul
found that almost 97 percent of 19-
year-olds were myopic. Again, it's
not certain why this group has high-
er rates of short-sightedness. Some
theorise it could be caused by
lifestyle factors during childhood,
such as greater focus on education.
The researchers also looked at the
impact that education had on short-
sightedness. They found that the

more years spent in education, the
greater the risk a person had of de-
veloping short-sightedness in both
childhood and adulthood. They also
showed that the youngest partici-
pants (those born between 1965-
1970) who had a university educa-
tion were eight times more likely to
develop myopia in childhood com-
pared to those that had no formal
education qualifications. Previous
studies have also shown that people
who spent more years in education
are more likely to develop myopia.

The nuanced relationship be-
tween ethnicity and education was
also explored. Having no formal ed-
ucational qualifications was linked
with lower risk of becoming short-
sighted, as expected. This was most
visibly shown in Chinese partici-
pants, where having no qualifica-
tions did not change their risk of de-
veloping myopia. However, Chinese
participants that had higher level
qualifications (such as a university
degree) had the largest risk of my-
opia across the whole study.
Although it's clear that education
has a large hand in the development
of myopia, the direct cause is un-
known. Some argue that more time
spent reading and using screens
may be to blame. There's now evi-
dence even suggesting a link be-
tween home-schooling during
COVID-19 lockdowns and greater
amounts of myopia in Chinese chil-
dren potentially because more time
is being spent indoors.

We know that spending greater
time in sunlight seems to reduce the
risk of developing myopia. Why this
works is not clear. The most recent
research suggests that it may be the
lack of visible violet light indoors
that causes the problem and if we
spend time outdoors in daylight we
are exposed to ample violet light.
The LEDs and fluorescent lights
often used in our homes and schools

contain little violet light, and violet
light does not pass through materi-
als such as the UV-protected specta-
cles and the glass in windows. There
are options for soft or rigid designs
of contact lenses, and both types as
well as correcting the blurred dis-
tance vision also alter the image in
the periphery and this seems to con-
trol the growth of the eye. All these
interventions slow the myopia pro-
gression by about 50 percent.
Spending more time in sunlight may
also help slow down progression of
myopia in children.

But the significant increase in
short-sightedness is concerning for
a number of reasons. For a person
with myopia, having to wear glasses
or contact lenses can be costly.
More significantly, it also puts them
at greater risk of eye diseases such
as myopic maculopathy and retinal
detachments, which can both per-
manently affect eyesight. Not only
could this seriously impact a per-
son's way of life, it would also put a
greater financial strain on health-
care systems. Short-sightedness in
children is even more concerning, as
they're more likely to develop into
severe myopia which is more likely
to lead to these eye problems as a
result. While you can't change ge-
netics which is one of the causes of
myopia there are a number of ac-
tions you can take to lower the risk
of developing short-sightedness
during childhood. Spending time
outdoors has continued to demon-
strate a protective effect against de-
veloping short-sightedness. But for
children who may already be short-
sighted, specialised spectacles and
contact lenses are available that
have demonstrated success in re-
ducing myopia progression.

((NNeeeemmaa  GGhhoorrbbaannii  iiss  lleeccttuurreerr  aanndd
SSoopphhiiee  CCoovveerrddaallee  iiss  OOppttoommeettrriisstt  aatt

UUnniivveerrssiittyy  ooff  BBrraaddffoorrdd  iinn  UUKK..))

Short-sightedness is on rise in 
both children and adults

RReezziinnaa@@RReezziinnaaSSuullttaannaa
When I look at the different
parts of India and when I feel
about Bengal, I feel iam leav-
ing in a different country! I
never feel abandoned here,
Bengali is such a beautiful
community that always rejects
'regressive thoughts'!

NEEMA GHORBANI &
SOPHIE COVERDALE
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Plans

New Delhi: Tata
Starbucks on
Wednesday an-
nounced that it is
planning to open eight
airport stores in six
cities to expand its
network in the coun-
try. Tata Starbucks
CEO Sushant Dash
said this year has
been fruitful for the
company in terms of
expansion for market.

Raises
New Delhi: Mumbai-
based startup Spice
Story on Wednesday
said it has raised
funds from Agility
Ventures, Maxar.vc,
Nafa capital and select
FMCG industry lead-
ers. The company did
not divulge the quan-
tum of funds raised,
but said that the capi-
tal will largely be used
to bolster the distribu-
tion network and
build scale on the on-
line platforms.

Inducts

New Delhi: Ola
Electric on Wednesday
announced the induc-
tion of EV battery de-
signer and former LG
Chem Power CEO
Prabhakar Patil on its
board as it pushes
ahead with its plans for
large-scale manufac-
turing of batteries for
core R&D expertise.

Incubated
New Delhi: Electric
vehicles start-up
Trouve Motor on
Wednesday said it has
been incubated in
FasterCapital's 'Raise
Capital' program to
raise about USD 3 mil-
lion (over Rs 20 crore)
for its seed funding
round. FasterCapital,
one of the top venture
capital firms based in
Dubai, will connect
Trouve Motors with its
vast network of angel
investors through this
program. The idea is to
raise funds to the tune
of USD 25 million later.

Buys
New Delhi: Hatsun
Agro Product Ltd
Chairman and
Managing Director
Chandramogan RG
has bought company's
shares worth nearly
Rs 25 crore through an
open market transac-
tion. According to the
block deal data on
NSE, he purchased
2.08 lakh shares at an
average price of Rs
1,194 apiece. This took
the total deal value to
Rs 24.83 crore.

Launches
Kolkata: The Indo-
Australian Chamber
of Commerce (IACC)
launched its East
India chapter here to
promote trade and in-
vestment between
Australia and the east-
ern region. Australia's
Minister for Trade,
Tourism and
Investment Dan Tehan
said launch was well-
timed as both coun-
tries were in process
of concluding interim
free trade agreement
as a stepping stone for
Comprehensive
Economic
Cooperation
Agreement (CECA).

New Delhi, Mar 16 (PTI):

Lack of professionals
with standardised skillset
in environmental, social
and governance (ESG) do-
main is proving to be a
major roadblock for India
to realise its net zero emis-
sion goals by 2050, accord-
ing to experts.

As per Think Change
Forum, an independent
think tank, the size of ESG
investments in India
ranges from USD 30-40 bil-
lion and is growing rapidly.

To make quick all-round
progress, ESG adopters in
India need the right finan-
cial resources, technical
resources, and human re-
sources in the form of ESG
professionals and experts.

"While progress has
been made on the first two
aspects, challenges with re-
spect to a pipeline of ESG
experts and human re-

sources need urgent atten-
tion," Think Change
Forum said.

Taking part in a round-
table organised by the
think tank, Kumar
Subramanian, Founding
Partner and Managing
Director, Sculpt Partners, a
sustainability centric advi-
sory firm, said,"Over the
years, in India, we seem to
have made some progress
as far as sustainable fi-
nancing and technology
are concerned, but today,
we really need to jump-
start the process of creat-
ing a pool of skilled ESG
professionals who can
work at the cross-section of
business and sustainabili-
ty." As is the case with
many mission-critical en-
terprise agendas, progres-

sion on ESG matters re-
quires a combination of fi-
nancial capital, technolo-
gy, as well as investments
in human capital, he
added.

Expressing similar
views, Larsen & Toubro
Ltd Head Corporate
Sustainability Pradeep
Panigarhi said as far as
ESG targets are con-
cerned, there is a need to
have the "right expertise
within the team".

"You need to build real
expertise; just giving train-
ing or introducing another
capacity-building pro-
gramme doesn't help. You
need to understand the
nitty-gritty of the busi-
ness. Then only things
work," Panigarhi added.

Purnamita Dasgupta,

Chair Professor and Head,
Environmental and
Resource Economics Unit,
Institute of Economic
Growth, pointed out that
while it may be easier for
large-cap companies to
progress in certain areas
like ESG, it may not be pos-
sible for smaller enterpris-
es to do so. "The key ques-
tion is, how do MSMEs
cope with the situation,
and how do we really bring
them into the ESG fold?
While there are a lot of op-
portunities, opportunities
become important when
we are able to place them
in context," Dasgupta said.

Think Change Forum
said considering the ur-
gency of the matter, it is
imperative to find creative
solutions that can equip
existing professionals to
work on the ESG agenda in
the short term and and in
the long term, industries
and academia work in
close collaboration to de-
velop a pool of ESG talent
that is industry ab-
sorbable.

Lack of skilled ESG professionals
roadblock for net-zero goal

Current set of 
consultants in field
are untested

Mumbai, Mar 16 (PTI):

Equity benchmark
Sensex surged over 1,000
points on Wednesday to re-
claim the 56,000-level, boost-
ed by intense buying in IT,
banking and financial
stocks amid growing hopes
of a breakthrough in
Russia-Ukraine negotia-
tions.

Strong global cues also
propped up the domestic in-
dices, traders said.

The 30-share BSE index
closed 1,039.80 points or 1.86
per cent higher at 56,816.65.
Likewise, the NSE Nifty
jumped 312.35 points or 1.87
per cent to end at 16,975.35.

Ultratech Cement was
the top gainer in the Sensex
pack, spurting nearly 5 per
cent, followed by Axis
Bank, IndusInd Bank,
HDFC, Bajaj Finserv,
Infosys and Bajaj Finance.
On the other hand, Sun

Pharma and PowerGrid
were the laggards.

Elsewhere in Asia, bours-
es in Tokyo, Seoul, Hong
Kong and Shanghai closed
with healthy gains.

Stock exchanges in
Europe were also trading
significantly higher in mid-
session deals.

France’s CAC 40 jumped
3% to 6,543.96 while
Germany’s DAX added
2.9% to 14,315.13. Britain’s
FTSE 100 rose 1% to
7,246.72. The future for the
Dow industrials was up
1.1% and the S&P 500 future
gained 1.3%. The Hang
Seng gained 9.1% to
20,087.50. The Shanghai
Composite index added
3.5% to 3,170.71. Japan’s
benchmark Nikkei 225 rose
1.6% to finish at 25,762.01.
Australia’s S&P/ASX 200
added 1.1% to 7,175.20.
South Korea’s Kospi gained
1.4% to 2,659.23.

Sensex rallies over 1,000 pts,
Nifty nears 17,000

Mumbai, Mar 16 (PTI):

The rupee spurted by 42
paise to a nearly two-week
high of 76.20 against the US
dollar on Wednesday, track-
ing positive domestic equi-
ties and Asian currencies
ahead of the US Federal
rate hike decision.

At the interbank forex
market, the local unit
opened at 76.40 against the
greenback and witnessed
an intra-day high of 76.19
and a low of 76.44.

The rupee quoted at 76.20,
registering a rise of 42 paise
over its previous close of
76.62. "Rupee appreciated
against US dollar taking
cues from stronger Asian
currencies and risk-on
moods. Forex markets are
little tepid ahead of
Wednesday's Fed decision
while US 10-year bond
yields retraced after touch-
ing 2.20 per cent, the highest
level since 2019," said Dilip
Parmar, Research Analyst,
HDFC Securities.

The US Federal Reserve
likely to raise rates by
25bps, as well as penciling
further such hikes this year
amid higher inflation.

Rupee spurts 42
paise at 76.20
against USD, 

bullion declines

New Delhi, Mar 16 (PTI):

As many as 347 foreign di-
rect investment (FDI) pro-
posals, worth about Rs
75,951 crore, have been re-
ceived by the government
from countries sharing land
border with India since
April 18, 2020, Parliament
was informed on
Wednesday.

Out of 347, 66 proposals
have so far been granted ap-
proval by the government
and 193 cases have been re-
jected or closed or with-
drawn, Minister of State for
Commerce and Industry
Som Parkash said in a writ-
ten reply to the Lok Sabha.

"Since 18th April, 2020,
347 FDI proposals have been
received by the government
from countries sharing land

border with India or where
the beneficial owner of an
investment into India is sit-
uated in or is a citizen of
any such country...The
value of investments pro-
posed in the aforemen-
tioned proposals received
by the government is ap-
proximately Rs 75,951
crore," he said. In April 2020,
the government had made
its prior approval mandato-
ry for foreign investments
from countries that share
land border with India to

curb opportunistic
takeovers of domestic firms
following the COVID-19 pan-
demic. Countries which
share land border with
India are China,
Bangladesh, Pakistan,
Bhutan, Nepal, Myanmar
and Afghanistan. As per
that decision, FDI proposals
from these countries need
government approval for in-
vestments in India in any
sector. The 66 approved pro-
posals are from sectors in-
cluding automobile (7),
chemicals (5), computer
software and hardware (3),
pharma (4), education (1),
electronics (8), food process-
ing (2), information and
broadcasting (1), machine
tools (1), petroleum and nat-
ural gas (1), power (1), serv-
ices sector (11).

347 FDI proposals received from
countries sharing land border

New Delhi, Mar 16 (PTI):

Union Minister Nitin
Gadkari on Wednesday
launched green hydrogen-
based advanced fuel cell
electric vehicle (FCEV),
Toyota Mirai, and said this
is the first-of-its-kind proj-
ect in India that aims to
create an ecosystem for
such vehicles in the coun-
try.

Speaking at the event,
Gadkari said FCEV, pow-
ered by hydrogen, is one of
the best zero-emission so-
lutions.

It is completely environ-
ment-friendly with no
tailpipe emissions other
than water, the road trans-
port and highways minis-
ter said.

He added that green hy-
drogen can be generated
from renewable energy
and abundantly available
biomass. Gadkari noted

that the introduction and
adoption of technology to
tap into the green hydro-
gen's potential will play a
key role in securing a
clean and affordable ener-
gy future for India.

Toyota Kirloskar Motor,
along with the
International Center for
Automotive Technology
(ICAT), is conducting a

pilot project to study and
evaluate the world's most
advanced FCEV Toyota
Mirai, which runs on hy-
drogen, on Indian roads
and climatic conditions.

Union Minister for
Petroleum and Natural
Gas Hardeep Singh Puri,
Union Power Minister RK
Singh and Heavy
Industries Minister

Mahendra Nath Pandey
were also present at the
event. Toyota Mirai has
several features. The
torque surges from the
moment the accelerator is
pressed for the smooth ac-
celeration of an FCEV up
to any speed.

The compact, high-out-
put FC stack is located
under the hood, and the
motor and drive battery
are in the rear. Optimal
placement of the FC stack
including the hydrogen
fuel tank achieve an opti-
mal 50:50 weight distribu-
tion between the front and
the rear. Based on the GA-
L platform that has estab-
lished a reputation as a
platform for high-end rear-
wheel-drive vehicles, the
structures of various
parts including the rear
have been redesigned to
create greatly enhanced
body rigidity.

Gadkari launches hydrogen fuel cell EV Toyota Mirai

Union minister Nitin Gadkari launches FCEV Toyota Mirai with 
Dr Mahendra Nath Pandey and RK Singh, in New Delhi on Wednesday. 

New Delhi, Mar 16 (PTI):

Italian superbike maker
Ducati on Wednesday
launched a special an-
niversary edition of its
Panigale V2 motorcycle in
India priced at Rs 21.3 lakh
(ex-showroom).

Christened as 'Panigale
V2 Bayliss 1st
Championship 20th
Anniversary', the limited
edition bike is charac-
terised by the special cele-
bratory livery inspired by
the Ducati 996 R of the
first World Superbike title
won by Troy Bayliss in
2001, Ducati India said in a
statement.

The bike is 3 kg lighter
from the standard version
Panigale V2 due to the
adoption of a lithium-ion
battery and the choice of
the single-seater configu-

ration, it added. It is pow-
ered by a 955 cc twin-cylin-
der engine with a maxi-
mum power of 155 hp at
10,750 rpm and a maxi-
mum torque of 104 Nm at
9,000 rpm.

"As a brand, we take rac-
ing very seriously and we
take pride in being one of
the few brands in the
world that constantly
bring learnings from the
racetrack to the Ducatisti.

"We're elated to intro-
duce this special motorcy-

cle in the Indian market so
that racing fans from
across the country can get
their hands on this unique
and numbered edition of
the Panigale V2," Ducati
India Managing Director
Bipul Chandra said.

Talking about the
graphics, it gets number
21 written on the side pan-
els, and under the front
windshield. It also gets an
autograph embossed on a
fuel tank with Bayliss’s
race number “21” on it.
The Ducati Panigale V2
Bayliss edition gets a new
color scheme that is red,
green, and white color
triple-tone paint. The
Ducati Panigale V2
Bayliss Edition is built on
an aluminum frame. This
special edition is
equipped with the rider
saddle only.

Ducati launches spl anniversary
edition Panigale V2 at Rs 21.3 lakh

New Delhi, Mar 16 (PTI):

The High Court of
Andhra Pradesh uphold-
ing the sanctity of PPAs
(power purchase agree-
ments) is a positive devel-
opment for the renewable
energy sector, ICRA said
on Wednesday.

The High Court of
Andhra Pradesh vide its
order on March 15, 2022 in
the matter of PPA tariff
renegotiation for wind and
solar power projects, has
directed the state discoms
to honor the terms of the
signed PPAs and clear the
pending payments, as per
the agreed tariff under the
PPA within six weeks

from the date of the order.
"The order issued by the

AP High Court upholding
the sanctity of the signed
PPAs is a significant posi-
tive development for the
renewable energy sector
and thus, will provide a
major liquidity relief for

the affected IPPs in the
state," Girishkumar
Kadam, Senior Vice
President & Co-Group
Head - Corporate ratings,
ICRA, said in the state-
ment. According to
Kadam, pending resolu-
tion of PPA tariff renego-

tiation matters has been a
key concern for the RE
sector and in turn affected
the credit profile of wind
and solar IPPs in AP, espe-
cially the entities belong-
ing to relatively weaker
sponsor groups.

However, he stated that
timely implementation of
the HC order by the dis-
coms is a key factor, given
the weak financial profile
of the discoms in AP
marked by continued loss-
es and large debt depend-
ence. The AP High Court
has set aside its previous
order issued in September
2019, by a single judge
bench of the HC, ICRA
said in a statement.

Order upholding sanctity of PPAs positive
for renewable energy producersMumbai, Mar 16: 

As people across the
country embrace a new
lifestyle and head back to
work in a safe manner,
Flipkart, India’s home-
grown e-commerce mar-
ketplace shares some in-
teresting trends that re-
flect fashion and beauty
choices transitioning from
loungewear to office wear,
and from trendy beauty
products to more organic
and cleaner alternatives.

Over the past two
months, organic demand
for workwear classics has
skyrocketed including
white shirts and formal
trousers witnessing a
spike of over 70% and
107% respectively.

Traction in the suits cate-
gory has also picked up
disproportionately in met-
ros, especially in the pre-
mium segment with
brands such as Raymond,
Louis Philippe, Park
Avenue and Blackberrys,
with several Value Brands
growing at over a 100+% Y-
o-Y. Similarly, the demand
for makeup and deo com-
bos increased with women
preferring organic and
clean brands choices. As
wearing masks became
crucial, the demand for
Eye makeup drastically in-
creased. 2021 also wit-
nessed an uptick in
Makeup and Fragrance
category by 46% while the
premium product ranges
grew by 55%.

Flipkart shares some
interesting trends

SGX Nifty IFSC to
run on TCS trading

platform
Mumbai, Mar 16 (PTI):
Tata Consultancy Services, which
controls over 40 per cent of the
capital markets infrastructure
solutions, has won a contract
from Singapore Stock Exchange
to run trading and settlement
platforms for the upcoming SGX
Nifty Exchange at International
Financial Services Centre in
Gandhinagar.
To be known as NSE IFSC-SGX
Connect, the platform will help
Singaporean exchange members
to deal in Nifty derivatives at the
NSE IFSC, which is likely to be
functional from the mid-year.
Nifty derivatives contracts on the
SGX are among the most traded,
as they are used by global
investors to hedge their exposure
to India. SGX Nifty is a joint ven-
ture of NSE and Singapore
exchange.

Mumbai, Mar 16: 

Indulge in vibrant
colours this Holi without
having to worry about
damaging your skin and
hair. Amazon Beauty has
your back with its hassle-
free pre and post Holi skin-
care and haircare product
recommendations for both
men and women available
on Holi Shopping Store.

So, give yourself the
much-needed attention
this Holi and follow this ul-
timate guide to your pre
and post Holi skin and
haircare routine.

Sunscreen to fight skin
damage- Spending hours
in scorching heat while en-
joying Holi will not just
harm your skin but also
leave behind a tan. No
skincare is complete with-

out a layer of sunscreen to
safeguard your skin from
the UV rays. Antioxidant-
rich sunscreen protects
you from these risks while
also providing broad-spec-
trum UV protection.
Choose a gel-based sun-
screen because these for-
mulations are light and
won't clog your pores or
produce tackiness or
greasiness. Apply sun-
block 15 minutes before
you begin playing with
colours.

Body & Hair oilsto cre-
ate a barrier - want to save
your skin and hair from
the aftermath of unnatu-
ral Holi colors? Apply oil
on your face, body, and
hair before you step out so
that it acts an obstruction
for colours to cause any
kind of harm.

Amazon Beauty introduces hassle-free
pre and post Holi skincare

Mumbai, Mar 16: 

What does first day at
school look like for Mukesh
Ambani’s first grandson?
Prithvi Ambani is going to
be ‘Educated in India’ and
therefore, sending him to
where Akash and Shloka
studied at Sunflower School
in Malabar Hill was a unani-
mous call by India’s richest
family to ensure their
youngest member gets a
grounded, safe, secure but
quality education and learn-
ing environment. The grand-
parents and parents have
gone out of the way to en-
sure the security staff is dis-
crete. Both Akash and
Shloka personally accompa-
nied him and saw him off at
the school gates. Prithvi is
accompanied by a class of

pupils and begins school
with all the other children
by doing half days as a gen-
tle introduction to school
life. The family is extremely
determined to enable
Prithvi to lead a ‘normal’ life
which is so incredibly hard,
being at the centre of nation-
al and international fascina-
tion as he is the grandson of
Asia’s Richest Person and
dubbed by his many fans, as
the Prince of India.

Prithvi Ambani starts his
First day at Nursery School



With the festival of
colours just
around the cor-

ner, adding a splash of
colours with her style and
grace will be the new
Anita Bhabi, aka Vidisha
Srivastava, in &TV’s cult-
comedy show - Bhabiji
Ghar Par Hai starting
March 22nd, 2022! Vidisha
is all set to sparkle in
bright and vivid colours
into the audiences’ hearts
with a tinge of drama and
suspense, taking the enter-
tainment notch higher.

An excited Vidisha
Srivastava, aka Anita
Bhabi, says, "I am all set to
step into the iconic charac-
ter of Anita Bhabi. It has
been a wonderful experi-
ence shooting with every-
one. Holi is one of my
favourite festivals, and the
timing could not have
been better for Anita
Bhabi’s entry amidst the
festival of colours! I am ea-
gerly looking forward to
the audiences’
reaction. I
have been
g e t t i n g
many en-
couraging
m e s s a g e s
from several

people from the industry,
families and friends. So, I
am a bit nervous as well as
excited.” Talking about
her entry track, Vidisha
elaborates, “The entry
track is quite thrilling and
mysterious. A high-volt-
age drama and suspense
will unfold as Vibhuti
(Aasif Sheikh) get trapped
into committing a murder.

It so happens that
Vibuti lands up a film
offer where he is to
shoot a murder scene

w i t h

Anita Bhabi’s doppel-
ganger. However, Angoori
(Shubhangi Atre) and
TMT misconstrue the
movie scene and call
Daroga Happu Singh
(Yogesh Tripathi) accus-
ing Vibuti of murdering
Anita! With Anita
nowhere to be seen, Vibuti
is trapped in the situation
and unable to prove his in-
nocence. Anita is com-
pletely unaware and non-
responsive, with everyone
looking for her. What hap-
pens next is worth the
wait!”

Watch Vidisha
Srivastava making a
splashing entry as the new
Anita Bhabi starting
March 22nd in &TV
Bhabiji Ghar Par Hai air-
ing at 10:30 pm, every
Monday to Friday.

Aishwarya  pays tribute 
to Lata Mangeshkar on
sets of Smart Jodi
Star Plus, popular for its

great content, has al-
ways been known for

its great fiction and non-fic-
tion shows. In such a situa-
tion, the recently launched
'Smart Jodi' show is getting
a lot of love from the audience as
they are getting answers to many
unheard questions related to their
favourite actors which are very in-
teresting. Something similar hap-
pened with Aishwarya Sharma of
'Gum Hai Kisise Ke Pyaar Mein'
fame when she sang a song on
National TV for the first time.

About singing the song for the
first time on National TV Star Plus
from the set of Smart Jodi,
Aishwarya Sharma says, "I sang
for the first time on National TV
through the platform of the show
'Smart Jodi'. Actually, it hap-
pened that my mother-in-law got
me on the set and had come to
surprise Neil. My mother-in-law
told spoke of me as a very good
singer, classical dancer and engi-
neer by profession and as a re-
sult, singer and show's contest-
ant Ankit Tiwari asked me to
sing a song. I love Lata
Mangeshkar ji's songs, out of which
the song 'Lag Ja Gale' is very close to
my heart. So, by singing this song, I
gave a tribute to my favourite singer
Lata Didi and also dedicated this song
to my husband i.e. Neil Bhatt. I hope
the audience will not judge me as I am
not a trained singer, I hum a little bit
and enjoyed this episode a lot."

Produced by Frames Productions, the
show is witnessing 10 celebrity couples
coming together, out of which Neil
Bhatt and Aishwarya Sharma
Bhatt are the most loved
pair. From this platform,
viewers are witnessing
the closeness of these cou-
ples and their passionate moments never
seen before on television.

ACROSS
1. Disney deer
6. High
10. Poker term
14. Laker Shaquille ____
15. Bread spread
16. Rotate
17. Tangle
18. Dampened
20. Immovable
21. Orderly

23. Wipes clean
24. Miami team
25. Greek deity
26. Farm animals
30. Sandwich shops
34. Reluctant
35. Maroon
37. Compass reading (abbr.)
38. Tethered
39. ____ Witherspoon of "Legally
Blonde"
41. Shoestring

42. That woman
43. Made a lap
44. Julius ____
46. 19th letters
49. Take back
51. Seines
53. The ____ of March
54. Happy one
57. Quick look
58. Halloween mo.
61. Boundary
63. Forbidden
65. Retirement accts.
66. Skyrocket
67. Adored ones
68. Camper's home
69. Only
70. College women

DOWN
1. Foreman
2. Actress ____ Bancroft
3. Vegetarian's taboo
4. Saloon
5. Sickness
6. ____ soup
7. Loads (2 wds.)
8. Maui garland
9. Defeated candidate
10. Relaxed (2 wds.)
11. Religious sisters
12. Fir or poplar
13. Concludes
19. Trampled
22. Diners
24. Cattle group

25. Supplements
26. Woodturning machine
27. Climbing plants
28. Swerves
29. Greek island
31. Tenant's document
32. Ancient Peruvians
33. Clairvoyants
36. Decipher
40. Hearing organs
41. Not so much
45. Germ-free
47. Sign up
48. Appear
50. Fashion's ____ Cardin
52. Lock of hair
54. Barbecue rod
55. Insignificant
56. Islamic nation
57. Resound
58. Musical instrument
59. Chilly
60. Fling
62. Also
64. Turmoil
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Spirituality is your new passion and
Calvin Klein matters less today!
Mysticism attracts you, says Ganesha.
This may lead you to seek solace in
holy books and religious places. It's
going to take some time for you to
understand that spiritual attainment
can be had in the flesh-and-blood
world as well.

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18
You are ceaselessly driven to find room
for improvement. A part-time course to
enhance your skills or to increase your
efficiency is what you will likely be pur-
suing today, says Ganesha.

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20
Your charismatic appeal is always ready-
to-use. And today, you will possibly reap
rich dividends through it. But there is
always scope for improvement and you
will find yourself drawn to altruism.
Ganesha guarantees satisfaction in
lending a helping hand to the needy.

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20
You will be very sensitive about the
image you project socially and profes-
sionally. Ganesha sees you treating this
very seriously and doing everything you
can to make this right impression.
Today, you will remain decent, dignified
and fosussed in all that you do. 

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

A favourable day to put an end to all
the doubts surrounding your ability to
do well, especially in the field of com-
munication. People around you will
find you incredibly charming and
enchanting. You will win hearts with
your verve and panache. You may want
to spruce up your surroundings at work
and at home. 

Gemini: May 22 – June 21
It is quite possible that your personal life
will take precedence over your profes-
sional life. You will not be able to repress
or ignore your feelings, and you should
not either, says Ganesha. But you should
be careful about how you express your-
self in public.

Cancer: June 22 – July 22
Your decisions today will be not only be
correct, but also resolute and steadfast.
Your health will be fine. At the work-
place, things ought to proceed as usual.
However, you will concentrate more on
work today. In personal relationships,
some minor arguments could crop up.

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23
Opening up to your beloved about your
whims and fancies as well as your goals
shall be the key today. And, why not,
urges Ganesha. Your intimate relations
should be built on trust and mutual com-
patibility. Your energy levels will hit the
sky. Make the most of this spurt by fin-
ishing in leftover mundane chores. Don't
forget to stick to social norms, though.

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

Ganesha says that you shall soon be
able to travel or plan a trip, not for
family or business matters, but for get-
ting away from the mundane life. You
will pay more importance to your pro-
fessional matters as opposed to your
personal matters. Today you will be
able to attain success in every thing
you do with the blessings of Ganesha.

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23
Today promises to be a joy ride for your
hidden gourmand side. Relish what you
eat, and thank God for the good luck.
Career wise, however, you may find
yourself standing at a crossroads. But,
the good part about that is there shall
be many paths to choose from. And,
who knows the art of balancing better
than you. 

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22
Determined and dedicated, that's what
you are when it comes to work. Well,
this may even find you amidst heaps of
files and loads of work. No wonder you
become a workaholic. You are likely to
enjoy during the latter half of the day.
Have a fun-filled evening!

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21
You may be attentive, as much as an
eagle is while chasing its prey, but you
still need to be careful when signing any
important legal documents, advises
Ganesha. Brokers and dealers, especial-
ly, are likely to incur heavy losses unless
they take necessary precautions to avert
misfortune.

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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Taapsee's 'Mishan
Impossible' trail-
er entertains as

well as intrigues 
Telugu star Mahesh

Babu on Tuesday
dropped the trailer of
Taapsee Pannu's up-
coming movie 'Mishan
Impossible'.

What can be called a
thriller, seems to have
many interesting as-
pects, going by the trail-
er.

Establishing three
daring and dashing
children, the trailer
hints at the kind of
movie fanatics they are.
The kids start their
journey of nabbing the
underworld don
Dawood Ibrahim, as
they get to meet with
multiple situations in
these circumstances.

Comedy has been an
essential part of the
'Mishan Impossible'
trailer, as the makers
have maintained the
wit throughout. The

three kids introduce
themselves as
'Raghupati, Raghava,
and Raja Ram', they
own Rajamouli's 'RRR'
title. Even though the
situations are intense,
the fun generated looks
quite good in the trail-
er.

Taapsee, who can be
assumed as the mentor
for the kids is seen in a
titular role. In some
scenes, she can be spot-
ted with a broken hand,
as she gets involved in
the case deeper.

With well-paced
twists, the trailer in-
trigues as well as enter-
tains. Produced by
M a t i n e e
Entertainment, the
movie has Harsh
Roshan, Bhanu
Prakshan, Jayateertha
Molugu, Suhaas,
Sandeep Raj in lead
roles apart from
Taapsee Pannu. The
movie will hit screens
on April 1.

Taapsee’s ‘Mishan
Impossible’

Vidisha Srivastava enters
‘Bhabiji Ghar Par Hai’

Sanjay Dutt-starrer
‘Ghudchadi’ wraps
up first shooting

schedule 

Actors Sanjay Dutt, Raveena
Tandon, Khushalii Kumar and
Parth Samthaan-starrer

'Ghudchadi' has wrapped up its first
schedule. The event was held in Delhi
and Jaipur for 19 days.

Binoy Gandhi directorial is a roller-
coaster ride full of fun, romance, and
drama, written by Deepak Kapur
Bhardwaj and Binoy Gandhi.
'Ghudhchadi' is presented by Gulshan
Kumar and T-Series and is a co-produc-
tion between T-Series and Keep
Dreaming pictures.

It is produced by Bhushan Kumar,
Krishan Kumar, Nidhi Dutta and Binoy
Gandhi. Apart from 'Ghudhchadi', Sanjay
and Raveena will also be seen together in
'K.G.F: Chapter 2'.

Actress Raashi Khanna
recently made her OTT
debut with 'Rudra: The

edge of darkness', where she

played the role of Dr Aliyah
Choksi, a sociopath. She says
her family was shocked to see
her in the series, but in a good
way.

Talking about her role,
Raashi said, "Pulling off an ec-
centric character like Aliyah
was the only thing that mat-
tered to me, I guess I had al-
ways been looking for some-
thing that threw me out of my
comfort zone and this charac-
ter did just that. I gave it my
best and was selected and
that's how I got on board.

She adds,'It was a wonderful
experience working with all
the actors in the series.
Especially Ajay sir and Atul
sir. Ajay sir was a pillar of sup-
port from day one. He is such a
good actor and I learnt a lot
from him. Atul sir also is a bril-
liant actor and working with
him was a blessing too.

Raashi received all kinds of
praises for her role, people on
the sets feared seeing her in
the character, her family was
surprised too when they saw
her in Rudra.

"My family and friends were
shocked but yes, in a good way.
The way I am, they must have
never thought I could pull a
character like this off. Come to
think of it, I never thought I
could pull it off ! But, They are
all happy and proud" adds
Raashi.

Produced by Applause
Entertainment in association
with BBC Studios India, Rudra
- The Edge of Darkness is now
streaming on Disney+ Hotstar.

Raashi Khanna:
My family was shocked

to see me in ‘Rudra’
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Riyan Parag wants to pick Ashwin's brains
Jaipur: Excited to
share the dressing
room with
Ravichandran Ashwin,
young Rajasthan
Royals all-rounder
Riyan Parag said he
wants to "pick the
brains" of the ace
Indian off-spinner in
the upcoming IPL.
Ashwin has been one of
the star additions to
RR's squad as he was
bought by the inaugu-
ral IPL champions for Rs
5 crore after an aggressive bidding war with Delhi
Captials. Playing his fourth season for the Royals, the
20-year-old Parag said he is eagerly looking forward
to work with Ashwin. "That will definitely be
Ashwin... If not the best ever, he's like one of the best
off-spinners going around in the world," said Parag, a
spin bowling all-rounder said in a release issued by
his franchise.

Chess Olympiad to be held in Chennai
Chennai: The 44th Chess Olympiad, which was moved
out of Russia after it invaded Ukraine, will be organ-
ised in Chennai later this year, making it the second
major global event of the sport to be held in India after
the World Championship match in 2013. The an-
nouncement was made by Tamil Nadu chief minister
M K Stalin on his Twitter page on Tuesday night.
"Delighted that the Chess Capital of India is set to host
the 44th Chess Olympiad! A proud moment for Tamil
Nadu! Chennai warmly welcomes all the Kings and
Queens from around the world! #ChessOlympiad2022,"
he said in the tweet. "It's official now....India will host
the 44th World Chess Olympiad 2022 at Chennai!" the
All-India Chess Federation added on its Twitter han-
dle. The All-India Chess federation (AICF) had submit-
ted a guarantee of USD10 million (approx Rs 70 crore)
to FIDE to host the tournament. The Olympiad was
moved out of Russia after it invaded neighbouring
Ukraine on February 24.

All Grand Slams to use 10-point
tiebreaker in final set

London: All four Grand Slam tennis tournaments
will now use a 10-point tiebreaker when matches
reach 6-6 in the final set. The Grand Slam Board an-
nounced the trial move, taking effect immediately, on
behalf of the Australian, French and U.S. Opens and
Wimbledon on Wednesday. The Grand Slam Board's
decision is based on a strong desire to create greater
consistency in the rules of the game at the Grand
Slams, and thus enhance the experience for the play-
ers and fans alike, it said. The Australian Open al-
ready uses the 10-point tiebreaker. The French Open,
which begins May 22, was the only major to not use a
deciding tiebreaker. Wimbledon had employed a
seven-point tiebreaker from 12-12, and the U.S. Open
used a seven-point tiebreaker from 6-6. Under this
trial, if the score reaches six games all in the final set,
the match winner(s) will be the first player(s) to win
10 points with an advantage of two or more points,
the Grand Slam Board said.

Rahi, Manu win at National Shooting Trials

New Delhi/Bhopal: Reigning Asian Games cham-
pion Rahi Sarnobat won the women's 25M Pistol T1
event while Parth Makhija registered a double win-
ning both the men's and junior men's 10M Air Rifle
competitions at the National Shooting trials.
Among the other winners was Olympian Manu
Bhaker, who triumphed in the junior women's 25m
Pistol. Rahi met Abhidnya Ashok Patil in an all
Maharashtra clash for the gold medal in the
women's sport pistol and eventually won 19-16 in a
thriller. They had warded off the challenge of
Haryana's Rhythm Sangwan and local favourite
Chinki Yadav in the medal match after the four had
come through two semi-finals each. Rhythm settled
for bronze. Delhi's Makhija overwhelmed West
Bengal's Abhinav Shaw 16-4 in the men's 10M Air
Rifle T1 decider and then edged out former world
number one Divyansh Singh Panwar of Rajasthan
16-10 in the Junior gold medal match to come out the
biggest winner of the day.

China replaces North Korea in FIFA
women's U-17 World Cup in India

Kuala Lumpur: China will feature in the FIFA U-17
Women's World Cup to be held in India from October
11 to 30 as it was  named on Wednesday as replace-
ment of North Korean team which has pulled out of
the age-group showpiece. The AFC's Women's
Football Committee had on October 14 last year decid-
ed that in the case of withdrawals from the FIFA com-
petitions, the next highest ranked team from the re-
spective qualification events would represent Asia ac-
cordingly. "The AFC notes the inability of the DPR
Korea Football Association's national age-group
teams to compete in the FIFA U-17 Women's World
Cup India 2022 and FIFA U-20 Women's World Cup
Costa Rica 2022 respectively," the Asian Football
Confederation said on Wednesday. "China PR, who
finished third in the AFC U-16 Women's
Championship Thailand 2019, will join Japan and
host India as the AFC's three representatives at the
FIFA U-17 Women's World Cup India 2022 scheduled to
take place from October 11 to 30."

Mount Maunganui, Mar 16 (PTI):

An inconsistent India
paid the price for a shoddy
batting effort but England
infused new life into their
title defence with a four-
wicket win in a league-
stage game of the ICC
Women's World Cup, here
on Wednesday.

Inconsistency returned
to haunt Indian batters as
they were bundled out for
a meagre 134 by England,
who chased down the tar-
get in 31.2 overs to record
their first win in the tour-
nament after a hat-trick of
defeats.

India got some runs on
the board, thanks to previ-
ous game's centurion
Smriti Mandhana, who
top-scored for the side
with a 35-run knock while
wicketkeeper batter Richa
Ghosh made 33.

With wickets falling in-
termittently, England
bowled out India in 36.2
overs.

England also made a
stuttering start to their
chase as they lost both
their openers -- Danni
Wyatt (1) and Tammy
Beaumont (1) -- cheaply
with the scoreboard read-
ing four for two in the
third over.

Wyatt was first to depart
in the second over, cour-
tesy a sensational diving
catch by Sneh Rana off
medium pacer Meghna
Singh (3/26).

Veteran Jhulan
Goswami, the highest
wicket-taker in the history
of the tournament, then
trapped Beaumont in the
second over after India
went for the review. It was

250th wicket for the pacer
in ODIs.

England skipper
Heather Knight (53 not
out) and Nat Sciver (45 off
46) then steadied England
innings, playing cautious-
ly to reach 34 for 2 in 10
overs.

While Knight played a
captain's knock by anchor-
ing the chase, Sciver took
the attack to the Indian
bowlers, hitting as many
as eight boundaries dur-
ing her entertaining
knock, in which she pulled
off some pull shots.

With just 135 required
for a win, what England
needed was a decent part-
nership after the early
blows and Knight and
Sciver provided that by
sharing 65 runs for the
third wicket.

Sciver's innings was cut
short by Pooja Vastrakar.

It was a soft dismissal and
against the run of play as
Sciver spooned a length
ball to Goswami while
looking to work the ball on
the on-side.

Amy Jones (10) then
stitched a 33-run stand for
the next wicket with
Knight before the former
fell to a stunning back-
ward running catch by
India vice-captain
Harmanpreet Kaur at mid-
on off Rajeshwari
Gayakwad's bowling.

By then it was all over
for India as England need-
ed just 32 more runs.

The Indians picked up
two more wickets in the
30th over before England
completed the formality.

Meghna dismissed
Sophia Dunkley (17) and
Katherine Brunt (0) with-
in a span of three balls in
identical fashion -- caught

behind by wicketkeeper
Richa Ghosh.

Earlier, in sharp con-
trast to India's perform-
ance against the West
Indies in their last match
when they rode on cen-
turies from Mandhana
and Harmanpreet Kaur to
post 317 for 8, their highest
total in the history of the
showpiece event.

Charlie Dean (4/23) was
the pick of the bowlers for
England while Anya
Shrubsole also chipped in
with two wickets as the
Indians failed to build
partnerships.

Despite defeat India
kept their third place in
the eight-team standings.
They have four points
from two wins and as
many losses. England have
moved to sixth from sev-
enth with two points from
four matches.

ICC Women’s WC: Knight
shines as England beat India

Vasco, Mar 16 (PTI):

Kerala Blasters FC en-
tered the ISL final for the
first time since 2016 after
playing out a 1-1 draw with
Jamshedpur FC on
Tuesday and pipping the
League Shield winners 2-1
on aggregate over double
leg semi-finals.

Adrian Luna (18th)
opened the scoring for
Kerala with a stunning
goal before Pronay Halder
(50th) pulled one back for
the Red Miners, who need-
ed one more goal to take
the game to extra time but
another solid performance
by the Kerala backline en-
sured they held firm to
confirm a place in the
summit clash. In the first
leg, Sahal Abdul Samad
scored the only goal in a 1-
0 win for Kerala who made
it to their third ISL final.
They were the finalists in
the inaugural 2014 edition
as well.

Rock-solid Kerala Blasters hold
Jamshedpur 1-1, enter ISL final

Dubai, Mar 16 (PTI):

Fresh from his maiden
Test five-wicket haul at
home, Indian pace spear-
head Jasprit Bumrah
jumped six spots to fourth
but struggling star batter
Virat Kohli slipped to
ninth in the latest ICC
rankings released on
Wednesday.

Bumrah, who returned
with eight wickets in the
Day/Night second Test
against Sri Lanka in
Bengaluru, climbed past
Shaheen Afridi, Kyle
Jamieson, Tim Southee,
James Anderson, Neil
Wagner and Josh
Hazlewood in the Test
rankings for bowlers.

Former captain Kohli,
who continued his strug-
gle with the bat and could
not convert his starts,
dropped four places, but
managed to remain inside

the top-10 just ahead of
Rishabh Pant who re-
mained static at 10th.
Kohli scored 45 in the
opening Test in Mohali,
while in the second Test
he had scores of 23 and 13.
He is yet to score a centu-
ry since his 136 against
Bangladesh in November
2019.

India skipper Rohit
Sharma, however, held on
to his sixth position to be
the best-placed Indian in
the batting charts.

The in-form Shreyas
Iyer was rewarded for his
match-winning 92 and 67
against Sri Lanka as he
took a giant leap, advanc-
ing 40 spots to be on 37th
position in the batting
chart. Sri Lanka Test cap-
tain Dimuth Karunaratne
jumped up to a career best
No 3 after his fighting 107
in the second innings in
Bangalore.

ICC Test Rankings:
Bumrah breaks into top

5, Kohli slips to 9th

New Delhi, Mar 16 (PTI):

South Africa Test players in-
cluding Kagiso Rabada and
Lungi Ngidi have chosen to play
the IPL over the home Test series
against Bangladesh beginning
March 31.

The series starts with three
ODIs scheduled on March 18, 20
and 23 respectively where the
star players will be available.

Earlier, majority of the South
Africa players were expected to
miss the first week of IPL start-
ing March 26 due to national
commitments.

ESPN Cricinfo reported that
the Rabada, Ngidi and Marco
Jansen will miss the Tests to be
available for the IPL from the be-
ginning. Jansen, who impressed
in the home series against India,
was bought by Sunrisers
Hyderabad at the IPL auction
while Punjab secure the services
of Rabada. Ngidi will represent
Delhi Capitals. Question marks
remain over the availability of
Anrich Nortje due to fitness is-
sues. He was one of the retained
players for Delhi Capitals.

New Delhi, Mar 16 (PTI):

India's U-19 World Cup-
winning captain Yash
Dhull is excited at the
prospect of interacting
with Delhi Capitals head
coach and former
Australian captain Ricky
Ponting in the upcoming
IPL season, saying it would
be a big achievement for
him.

"This is my first time in
the IPL and I am giving my
100 percent in everything
that I am doing, Dhull, who
was picked by Delhi
Capitals for the upcoming
IPL season, said.

I am looking forward to
interacting with Rishabh
bhaiyya (Pant) and David
Warner. I am also very ex-
cited to meet Ricky
Ponting. He has been a
great player and a great
human being. It will be a
big achievement for me to
interact with him," the 19-
year-old Dhull said in a

media release issued by the
franchise. Meanwhile,
Vicky Ostwal and Ashwin
Hebbar made their first
foray into the training
camp of an IPL franchise in
Mumbai.

Maharashtra's left-arm
spinner Ostwal said he was
keen to get tips from senior
pro and India all-rounder
Axar Patel. "From watching
the IPL on TV to getting
into a franchise is a big
journey for me. It will sink
in slowly. It's been great to
meet all the players and the
members of the coaching
staff," said Ostwal.

New Delhi, Mar 16 (PTI):

Injury-ravaged India all-
rounder Hardik Pandya
has got the all clear to lead
Gujarat Titans in the up-
coming IPL after a general
assessment at the National
Cricket Academy (NCA) in
Bengaluru where he
bowled and also passed the
'Yo-Yo' Test comfortably.

The BCCI is checking on
all its centrally contracted
players -- injured or other-
wise -- before the IPL and
Pandya's performance,
during his two days at the
NCA, can also be seen as a
good sign for Indian crick-
et.

"Let's make it clear.
Fitness test clearance is
only for those who are
coming back from injury.
In case of Hardik, it was
about getting a general fit-
ness assessment going
into the gruelling IPL sea-
son," a BCCI source told

PTI on conditions of
anonymity. "He is an asset
and one needed to check
his current fitness stan-
dards," he added.

In fact, in his fitness as-
sessment module, the
NCA team didn't even
mandate him to bowl but
the all-rounder apparently
"insisted" on it to show
that he is on track to make

a comeback into the
Indian team.

"He didn't need to bowl
at NCA but he has bowled
for considerable time and
in the range of 135 kmph.
On the second day, he
crossed the Yo-Yo test with
flying colours with a 17-
plus score which is much
above the cut-off level,"
the source said.

SA Test players led by Rabada likely
to choose IPL over Bangladesh Tests

Will be big achievement to interact
with Ponting: Yash Dhull

Hardik bowls at NCA, passes Yo-Yo test
with flying colours as he gets ready for IPL

Jharkhand take 
1008-run lead en route
to quarterfinals berth

Kolkata, Mar 16 (PTI):
Jharkhand sealed their Ranji
Trophy quarterfinal berth here
on Wednesday but not before
making a mockery of their
knock-out fixture against min-
nows Nagaland.
In pursuit of giving their young
batters some "practice" for
the quarterfinal which is slat-
ed about three months from
now, the Saurabh Tiwary-led
side ended up scoring a match
aggregate of 1297 runs.
Jharkhand, who had batted
first in the match, had already
sealed their last-eight berth
after taking a massive 591-run
first innings lead but did not
enforce a follow-on against
the northeastern side, who
were all out for 289 in their
first innings. Resuming the
fifth and final day on 132/2 in
their second innings, with an
overall lead of 723 runs,
Jharkhand called off the pro-
ceedings much to the delight
of Nagaland bowlers midway
into the second session.



New Delhi, Mar 16 (PTI): 

CPI Rajya Sabha mem-
ber Binoy Viswam on
Wednesday accused the
government of taking
away tribal land and giv-
ing it away for mining.

Taking part in a discus-
sion in the Upper House
on the working of the
Ministry of Tribal
Affairs, he also alleged
that fund allocation of the
ministry over the years
had been decreased and
the tribals were deprived
of development.

"The government's
mining policy says that
wherever they want to
come and invest and open
a new mine, that will be
given to miners of Indian
origin and of foreign ori-
gin," Viswam said.

Citing examples of

Jharkhand and Odisha,
he said thousands of
acres of lands belonging
to the tribals have been
"given to the big mining
lobby".

He accused the Centre
of bowing before "the FDI
of US, Australia,
Germany" and asked the
government to change its
approach towards the de-

velopment of tribals.
Quoting the 30th report

of the standing commit-
tee on tribal affairs,
Viswam said, "The com-
mittee is constrained to
note that the projections
of a requisite fund man-
aged by the ministry of
tribal affairs are invari-
ably reduced by the min-
istry of finance. If the ac-
tual BE (budget estimate)
allocation is reduced, the
allocation is further re-
duced in the revised esti-
mate stage."

He said in 2021-22, the
allocation was reduced
from Rs 7,484.07 crore to
Rs 6,126.46 crore, while for
2022-23 the projection is
Rs 13,208.52 crore but the
"estimate in the Budget
says it is Rs 8,406.92
crore". He accused the
government of only pay-

ing lip service to tribal de-
velopment, saying "in the
heart of hearts the gov-
ernment does not stand
for the tribals"'.

Taking part in the dis-
cussion, Amar Patnaik
(BJD) said pointed out
that the Eklavya Model
Residential Schools
(EMRS) is a good initia-
tive but operationalisa-
tion is lacking to the ex-
tent it was expected.

He said the EMRS must
be made tech-savvy and
digital technology must
be brought in for easier
management of schools.

Brijlal of BJP high-
lighted the achievements
of the Uttar Pradesh gov-
ernment in tribal devel-
opment, especially in re-
claiming their land that
was illegally taken over
by dacoits and mafia.

‘Alternative fuels, EV sales set to rise,
scenario will change in 5 years’

New Delhi, Mar 16 (PTI): 

Union Road Transport
and Highways Minister
Nitin Gadkari on
Wednesday expressed opti-
mism about the adoption of
electric and alternative
fuel-powered vehicles, say-
ing the scenario will
change in the next five
years. Replying to a ques-
tion in the Rajya Sabha, the
minister stated that sales of
petrol and diesel vehicles
will fall day by day while
that of electric and alter-
nate fuel-powered vehicles
will increase.

The minister, however,
refrained from fixing any
target for alternative fuel
and electric vehicles. "It (al-
ternate fuels and electric

vehicle) should be natural
choice of the con-
sumers...we don't want to
commit (or fix any target
for EV)," Gadkari said.
Congress leader Jairam
Ramesh had asked the min-
ister to fix a target in terms
of proportion of electric ve-
hicles (EV) by a particular
year for a focussed ap-
proach in this direction.

"Total game will be
changed in next three
years. Sales of petrol and
diesel vehicles will reduce
day by day. Alternate fuel
and electric vehicle sales
will increase. After five
years total scenario will
change," Gadkari replied.
He cited an example that if
a customer has to choose
between an EV and a

petrol car where the cost is
same at Rs 15 lakh, with
fuel cost of Rs 50,000
(petrol) and Rs 2,000 (for
EV) then one would go for
a more economical option.
The minister dismissed
the issue of lack of EV
charging infrastructure

and stated that the day will
come in a year when EV
charging arrangement
will be everywhere includ-
ing in all offices.

"I never understand this
(issue of shortage of EV
charging infra). There is lot
of discussion...NHAI is
making 650 charging sta-
tions. Every 40 km (on high-
way) with roadside ameni-
ties." He also told the House
that scooter and car manu-
factures are providing
small chargers and one can
use car whole day and can
plug it for charging in the
evening at home. "It will be
charged (overnight). There
will not be any problem in
the morning," he said.

The minister acknowl-
edged that battery cost is a

major challenge. "Presently
lithium ion is a big chal-
lenge. We don't have lithi-
um ion. About 81 per cent
batteries we manufacture
here in India. Now lithium
ion is available in the
world. Government is in
the process to acquire some
mines," he stated.

He also told the House
that presently crude oil im-
ports of India are worth Rs
8 lakh crore which will rise
to Rs 25 lakh crore five
years down the line. "This
is time for us to shift to al-
ternate fuel, electricity,
ethanol, methanol, Bio
CNG, green hydrogen in
the interest of nation, econ-
omy, ecology and environ-
ment. We are on the path,"
he said.

New Delhi, Mar 16 (PTI): 

Due to lack of adequate
medical institutions pro-
viding quality affordable
education to aspiring stu-
dents, they are compelled
to leave home country and
pursue studies abroad and
this reality has become a
cause of concern when due
to the conflict between
Ukraine and Russia, thou-
sands of Indian medical
students have been brought
back and have lost their
seats in colleges, the Delhi
High Court has said.

The high court's observa-
tion came while granting
permission to increase
seats in post graduate and
undergraduate courses in
Santosh Medical College,
an institute being run and
managed by Santosh Trust
which was formally known
as the Maharaji

Educational Trust. I cannot
also lose sight of the fact
that on account of the lack
of adequate number of
medical institutions pro-
viding quality affordable
education to cater to the
needs of the aspiring stu-
dents, they are often com-
pelled to make the choice of
leaving behind their home
country and pursuing their
studies abroad. This reality
has especially become a
cause of concern at a time
when due to the conflict be-
tween Ukraine and Russia,
several thousand Indian
medical students, who had
gone to pursue their med-
ical education in the now
war-hit Ukraine have been
rescued and brought home,
have also lost their seats in
medical colleges, Justice
Rekha Palli said in a 41-
page judgement passed on
Tuesday. The court said

that no doubt the authori-
ties cannot be asked to
lower the standards pre-
scribed under the regula-
tions however, simultane-
ously, in a situation like the
present one, when it is
found that an institute like
the petitioner which has
been running for the last
over 20 years, not lacking in
any infrastructure and has
also rectified the deficien-
cies found at the time of
initial inspections on ac-
count of COVID-19 pan-
demic, it would also be
against public interest to
deny permission to the pe-
titioner to increase the
seats. At a time when the
ratio of medical profession
vis-a-vis the population of
the country is abysmally
low, an increase in the
number of PG and UG
seats would certainly con-
tribute to the bigger goal of

strengthening the medical
infrastructure of the coun-
try, the court said.

The court quashed two
orders of National Medical
Commission (NMC), repre-
sented through advocate T
Singhdev, and directed it
and other authorities to
grant permission to the in-
stitute to increase the seats
from 4 to 7 in MS
(Obstetrics and
Gynaecology), from 3 to 7 in
MS (Orthopaedics), and
from 100-150 in the MBBS
course. The court was deal-
ing with a petition by the
trust, which runs and man-
ages a group of medical,
dental, paramedical, and
para-dental colleges/insti-
tutions in the National
Capital Region, including
the petitioner which is a
medical educational insti-
tute, offering MBBS course
and post-graduate courses.
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Women toss flower petals on each other during celebrations of the Holi festival, in Ahmedabad, Wednesday.

HOLI WITH FLOWERS

A healthcare worker administers a dose of Covid-19 vaccine to a student in the age group of 12 to 14 years, at Rukminigaon
Balika Vidyalaya High School, in Guwahati, Wednesday.

COVID VACCINATION

HC OBSERVATION

‘Lack of adequate medical institutions
compels students to go abroad’

New Delhi, Mar 16 (PTI): 

Over 4,300 teaching posts
are vacant in Indian
Institutes of Technology
(IITs) across the country,
the Parliament was in-
formed on Wednesday.
Union Minister of State for
Education Subhas Sarkar
gave the information in re-
sponse to a written ques-
tion in Rajya Sabha.

The maximum vacant
faculty positions are in IIT
Kharagpur (815) followed
by IIT Bombay (532), IIT
Dhanbad (447), IIT Madras
(396), IIT Kanpur (351), IIT
Roorkee (296) and IIT BHU
(289). He said IIT Delhi has
73 vacant faculty positions,
IIT Bhubhaneshwar (115),
IIT Gandhinagar (45), IIT
Hyderabad (132), IIT Indore

(81), IIT Jodhpur (65), IIT
Mandi (73), IIT Patna (100),
IIT Ropar (69), IIT Tirupati
(18), IIT Palakkad (24), IIT
Jammu (31), IIT Bhillai
(43), IIT Goa (40) and IIT
Dharwad (39). "The govern-
ment has implemented 10
percent reservation for ad-
mission of students under

EWS category without any
reduction in the number of
seats available to GEN, SC,
ST and OBC categories by
increasing the student
strength by 25 percent.
Accordingly, requirement
of faculty has increased in
IITs," Sarkar said.

He said the faculty re-
cruitment takes time since
it involves a number of
stages in the process.
"Ministry of Education has
requested all IITs to fill up
the vacancies in faculty
cadre through special re-
cruitment drive in mission
mode. "Further, IIMs also
follow rolling advertise-
ment system for applica-
tions for the faculty posi-
tions and have also been
asked to fill vacancies in a
mission mode," he added.

Subhas Sarkar
Nitin Gadkari 

Disproportionate
Assets Case

Cuttack (Odisha), Mar
16 (PTI): An Odisha gov-
ernment engineer, who
loved to ride his expensive
motorcycles, has been ar-
rested for possessing as-
sets disproportionate by
293 per cent to his known
sources of income, the
state Vigilance
Directorate said.

Besides his motorcycles,
Ajaya Mishra, an assistant
executive engineer in the
Roads and Buildings
Division in Bhubaneswar,
was also found owning
three multi-storey build-
ings and seven plots, a re-
lease said. Mishra was ar-
rested on Tuesday after he
failed to give a satisfactory
account of the dispropor-
tionate assets, whose value
was not disclosed by the
directorate.

‘Hawkers should not 
create congestion near

railway stations’
Mumbai, Mar 16 (PTI): 

N e w l y - a p p o i n t e d
Mumbai Police
Commissioner Sanjay
Pandey has said that
hawkers should not do
business within 100 me-
ters of 'No Hawking' zones
outside railway stations in
the city.

Pandey held a meeting
with police officials, offi-
cials of the
Brihanmumbai Municipal
Corporation (BMC), mem-
bers of NGOs and repre-
sentatives of the
Federation for Retail
Traders Welfare
Association, among oth-
ers, on Tuesday.

Hawkers should follow
the directions of the

Supreme Court and High
Court, he said in the meet-
ing, official sources said.

The police commission-
er observed that the pres-
ence of hawkers near rail-
way stations, hospitals, on

overbridges and under the
bridges causes traffic con-
gestion. In many places,
hawkers also occupy both
sides of roads, Pandey
said, adding that action
should be taken against li-
censed shop owners who
rent out, illegally, the place
in front of a shop to hawk-
ers.

Incidents like chain-
snatching increase be-
cause people can not walk
freely in crowded markets,
and hawkers and shop-
keepers should be alert
about such crimes, the po-
lice commissioner said.

Hawkers and shop keep-
ers will get cooperation
from police but they will
face action if they break
the law, Pandey warned.

Odisha Engineer
with costly bikes,

plots arrested 

Sanjay Pandey 

‘No need for special recruitment
drives in Railways’

New Delhi, Mar 16 (PTI): 

The Centre on
Wednesday ruled out spe-
cial recruitment drives for
filling vacancies of sched-
uled castes and scheduled
tribes in Railways.
Replying to supplemen-
taries in the Lok Sabha,
Railway Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw said the
Railways has been recruit-
ing personnel at regular in-
tervals and there was no
need to launch special
drives.

He said the last special
recruitment drive by the
Railways was held in 2008
to clear the backlog of va-
cancies of SCs, STs and
OBCs. In pursuance of
Special Recruitment Drive

launched in the year 2008 as
per the directives of
DOP&T, as many as 14868
backlog vacancies [SCs
(4003), STs (4143) & OBCs
(6722)] were identified for
clearance in a time-bound
manner and the same had
been fully cleared as on

31.03.2017, Vaishnaw said.
He said since 2010, the re-
cruitment process in
Railways was being done
regularly through autho-
rised recruiting agencies
namely Railway
Recruitment Boards
(RRBs) and Railway
Recruitment Cells (RRCs).

The shortfall or backlog
vacancies of SCs, STs and
OBCs left unfilled are taken
care of in the subsequent
recruitment cycle,
Vaishnaw said. He said the
Railways is having on-line
recruitment and the process
is being expedited. A total of
1,40,713 vacancies, includ-
ing 20,944 SC and 10,930 ST,
are presently under recruit-
ment for level-1 to level-7,
the minister said.

Ashwini Vaishnaw

‘Four CUs functioning
without full-time VCs’

New Delhi, Mar 16 (PTI):
Four Central Universities
in the country are func-
tioning without full-time
Vice Chancellors,
Parliament was informed
on Wednesday. Union
Minister of State for
Education Subhas Sarkar
shared the information in
response to a written ques-
tion in Rajya Sabha.

The varsities are --
National Sanskrit
University in Andhra
Pradesh, Bihar Mahatma
Gandhi Central University
in Bihar, Central
University of Kashmir in
Jammu and Kashmir,
Central University of
Odisha in Odisha. "Filling
up of vacancies of Vice
Chancellors in universi-
ties is a continuous
process which goes on
round the year," 
Sarkar said.

‘Govt giving away tribal land to mining lobby’

‘Over 4,300 teaching posts
vacant in IITs across India’



New Delhi, Mar 16 (PTI): 

When did Kapil Sibal
fight an election for any
position in the party, sen-
ior Congress leader
Salman Khurshid asked
on Wednesday as he hit
back at his party colleague
for criticising the Gandhi
family's leadership.

Saying it was a bit sad to
complain after receiving

so much from the organi-
sation, Khurshid also at-
tacked the Group of 23' sig-
natories, including Sibal,
who wrote a letter to Sonia

Gandhi in 2020 seeking
sweeping changes in the
party. The Gandhi family
is the party's integrating
factor and the best possi-
ble leadership option in
this moment of crisis,"
Khurshid told PTI, coun-
tering Sibal who said it
was time for the Gandhis
to step aside from a leader-
ship role and give some
other person a chance.

"When did Mr. Sibal
fight an election to get into
any position in the party,"
he asked in response to
Sibal's remarks in an in-

terview that the Gandhis
should voluntarily move
away because "a body
nominated by them will
never tell them that they
should not continue to
hold the reins of power".

Khurshid's staunch de-
fence of the Gandhis
comes at a time the
Congress faces an existen-
tial crisis following its
electoral defeats in the re-
cent assembly elections,
including in Uttar Pradesh
where it won only two
seats and a little over 2 per
cent of the votes.

Busted
NNaaggppuurr:: One person was
arrested and a woman
was rescued from a flesh
trade racket operating at
an apartment in
Maharashtra's Nagpur,
police said on
Wednesday. Based on a
tip-off, the social security
branch (SSB) of the
police raided a flat in
Beltarodi area of Nagpur
on Tuesday and rescued a
woman, an official said. 

Credentials 
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Envoys of five
countries, including Russia,
presented their credentials
to President Ram Nath
Kovind on Wednesday, an
official spokesperson said
here. At a ceremony held at
the Rashtrapati Bhavan,
Russian Ambassador Denis
Evgenyevich Alipov and
High Commissioner of
Canada Cameron Dean
MacKay presented their
credentials to the president.
Ambassador of Indonesia
Ina Hagniningtyas
Krisnamurthi, Ambassador
of Algeria Abderrahmane
Benguerrah and High
Commissioner of Malawi
Leonard Senza Mengezi also
presented their credentials
to President Kovind.

Drugs seized 
GGuuwwaahhaattii:: Drugs worth Rs
100 crore in the interna-
tional market have been
seized and two persons
arrested in Assam's
Kamrup Metropolitan dis-
trict, police said on
Wednesday. Acting on a
tip-off, Guwahati Police
intercepted a truck com-
ing from Manipur at a toll
plaza in Sonapur police
station area and seized 4.6
lakh Yaba tablets, 12 kg of
methamphetamine and 1.5
kg of heroin from the vehi-
cle, an officer said.

Bail denied 
SSrriinnaaggaarr:: A Juvenile Justice
Board here on Wednesday
denied bail to a teenage
boy who had eloped with a
15-year old girl, saying bail
would "defeat the ends of
justice". The boy, not even
16 years of age and
referred to as a Child in
Conflict with Law (CICL) in
legal parlance, was alleged
to be in "serious romantic
and sexual relationship"
with the girl who used to
live in his neighbourhood.
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Young women celebrate Holi
at the Taj Mahal complex, in

Agra, Wednesday. New Delhi, Mar 16 (PTI): 

The Supreme Court on
Wednesday upheld the One
Rank-One Pension (OROP)
principle adopted by the
Centre in its 2015 communi-
cation issued to the Chiefs
of three defence forces say-
ing it neither suffers from
any Constitutional infirmi-
ty nor is it arbitrary . The

apex court said that the
Bhagat Singh Koshyari
committee report, tabled in
the Rajya Sabha on
December 10, 2011, furnish-
es the historical back-
ground, the reason for the
demand, view of the
Parliamentary Committee
which proposed the adop-
tion of OROP for personnel
belonging to the armed
forces and beyond this, the
Report cannot be construed
as embodying a statement

of governmental policy.
It held that governmental

policy formulated in terms
of Article 73 by the Union
or Article 162 by the State
has to be authoritatively
gauged from the policy doc-
uments of the government,
which in present case is the
communication dated
November 7, 2015.

A bench of Justices D Y
Chandrachud, Surya Kant
and Vikram Nath said that
the canvass which is sought

to be traversed in these pro-
ceedings under Article 32 of
the Constitution trenches
upon a domain which is re-
served for executive policy.

Applying the above prin-
ciples to the facts of the
case, we find no constitu-
tional infirmity in the
OROP principle as defined
by the communication
dated November 7, 2015, it
said.

The top court's verdict
came on the plea filed by

the Indian Ex-servicemen
Movement (IESM) through
advocate Balaji Srinivasan
against the Centre's formu-
la of OROP.

The bench further said
that in terms of the com-
munication dated
November 7, 2015, the bene-
fit of OROP was to be effect-
ed from July 1, 2014 and the
communication states that
in future, the pension
would be re-fixed every five
years .

SBS Nagar, Mar 16 (PTI): 

AAP leader Bhagwant
Mann took oath
Wednesday as Punjab chief
minister at a ceremony
thronged by tens of thou-
sands of people in freedom
fighter Bhagat Singh's vil-
lage, where he promised to
fight unemployment and
corruption in the state.

The work will start from
today itself. We will not
waste even a single day. We
are already late by 70
years, he said at the public
meeting at Khatkar Kalan
village in Shaheed Bhagat
Singh Nagar district. Later
in the day, he assumed
charge at his office in
Chandigarh. Mann, a for-

mer comedian, advised hu-
mility to Aam Aadmi
Party volunteers. There
should not be any report
saying they have become
arrogant, he said. He was
the only one to take the
oath at the event where
many people in the crowd

and on the dais, sported
turbans and 'dupattas' in
yellow - the Basanti colour
often associated with
Bhagat Singh. Rang de
Basanti , an iconic song
evoking Bhagat Singh's
sacrifice, played at the
venue.

Gadchiroli, Mar 16 (PTI): 

A Naxal couple carrying
a reward of up to Rs 20 lakh
on their heads have surren-
dered before the Gadchiroli
police in Maharashtra, po-
lice said on Wednesday.

Dipak alias Munshi
Ramsu Ishtam (34), a resi-
dent of Gaderi in Etapalli
tehsil here, and his wife
Shambatti Nevaru Alam
(25), a native of Hidwada in
n e i g h b o u r i n g
Chhattisgarh, surrendered
before Gadchiroli
Superintendent of Police
Ankit Goyal recently, an of-
ficial said.

The couple together car-
ried a reward of up to Rs 20
lakh on their heads, he said.
Dipak was operating as a di-
visional committee mem-
ber and commander of
Platoon No. 21, while

Shambatti was a member of
his platoon, the official
said. According to the po-
lice, Dipak was involved in
three murders, eight en-
counters and two arsons.
He had also conducted six
ambushes, in which 31 po-
lice personnel were killed
in various parts of
Chhattisgarh.

Similarly, Shambatti was
involved in two encounters
with the security forces, it
was stated.

The government had an-
nounced a reward of Rs 16
lakh on Dipak and Rs 4 lakh
on Shambatti, the official
said. Dipak is entitled to re-
ceive Rs 6 lakh, while his
wife will receive Rs 2.5 lakh,
and apart from this, an ad-
ditional assistance of Rs 1.5
lakh will be provided to the
couple for rehabilitation, he
said.

Dantewada, Mar 16: 

A special court at
Dantewada  has acquitted
tribal activist Soni Sori
and three others in a case
lodged against them in
2011 for alleged transfer of
'protection money' to
Naxals.

Special Judge (NIA Act)
Vinod Kumar Dewangan
passed the order on
Monday and a copy of it
was made available on
Tuesday.

Besides Sori, the court
also acquitted her activist
nephew Lingaram Kodopi,
construction contractor B
K Lala and the then Essar
company official DVCS

Verma, citing the prosecu-
tion has not been success-
ful in proving the charges
levelled against the ac-
cused beyond reasonable
doubt, their lawyer Kshitij
Dubey said on Wednesday.

Therefore, in the ab-
sence of corroborative evi-
dence, the accused are ac-
quitted, the court said in
the 76-page order.

Sori and Kodopi were
arrested on charges of act-
ing as Maoist conduits

who had allegedly re-
ceived 'protection money'
for the rebels from the
company.

New Delhi, Mar 16 (PTI): 

The CBI has filed a supple-
mentary charge sheet in the
Rs 3,600-crore
AgustaWestland scam
against former Defence
Secretary Shashi Kant
Sharma and four Indian Air
Force personnel, officials
said Wednesday.

The CBI filed the charge
sheet in a special court in
Delhi after getting the nod
from the government to pros-
ecute Sharma, who was the
Defence Secretary between
2011 and 2013 before being ap-
pointed the Comptroller and

Auditor General. The central
probe agency also named the
then Air Vice Marshal Jasbir
Singh Panesar (now retired),
deputy chief test pilot S A
Kunte, the then Wing
Commander Thomas
Mathew and Group Captain
N Santosh, they said.

SETBACK FOR CENTRE

SC upholds OROP principle
Says it has no
Constitutional infirmity

New Delhi, Mar 16:

The Enforcement Directorate
(ED) has conducted raids at
multiple premises in
Chhattisgarh in connection
with a money-laundering
probe linked to an alleged
bank fraud, the agency said on
Wednesday.
The searches were carried out
on March 14 at nine locations
in Raipur, Patan and Dalli
Rajhara at the premises of the
"main accused", Subhash
Sharma, his family members
and other individuals, includ-
ing Jayanti Sahu and her broth-
ers.
"Incriminating documents in
the form of loose papers con-
taining transaction details,
property documents in the
name of different entities and
individuals, family members
and other persons, power of

attorney and Rs 10 lakh cash
have been seized," the ED said
in a statement. Sharma was
arrested by the agency earlier
this month. The ED case was
filed after the agency studied
multiple FIRs lodged by the
Chhattisgarh police and the
Central Bureau of Investigation
(CBI) against Sharma and oth-
ers for "fraudulently" obtain-
ing loans from various banks
through companies owned and
controlled by him. "During the
period from December 2009 to
December 2014, the loans
obtained fraudulently by the
companies owned and con-
trolled by Subhash Sharma
were diverted and used for
investment in non-intended
businesses and part of the pro-
ceeds of crime was also
utilised to purchase immovable
properties in the name of shell
entities," the agency said.

Bank-Fraud Case

ED carries out raids at multiple
premises in Chh’garh

‘Won’t waste a single day’
Mann promises
Punjab after taking
oath as CM

AAP leader Bhagwant Mann greets Punjab Governor Banwarilal
Purohit during his oath-taking ceremony, at Khatkar Kalan the
birthplace of Shaheed Bhagat Singh, in Nawanshahr near
Jalandhar, Wednesday.

Naxal couple carrying reward
of Rs 20 lakh surrenders

NAXAL PAYOFF CASE

Spl court acquits tribal activist Soni Sori

Talking over phone on
Wednesday, Sori, who hails
from Dantewada and has been
actively raising issues related
to tribal rights in the Maoist-
hit Bastar region, said though
she has got justice, she is not
at all happy. "I was implicated
in false cases. I had to fight
for over a decade to prove
myself innocent. I was a
school teacher...these false
cases ruined my life, my dig-
nity, and my family had to
suffer, she said. 

What Sori said...

AgustaWestland scam

CBI books ex-defence secretary

Shashi Kant Sharma

Khurshid slams Sibal and G-23
Backs Gandhis as
best leadership
option in crisis

New Delhi, Mar 16 (PTI): 
Amid a rise in Covid cases in
some European and East Asian
countries, Union Health
Minister Mansukh Mandaviya
on Wednesday directed offi-
cials to maintain a high level
of alertness and surveillance,
and carry out genomic
sequencing aggressively.
At a high-level meeting,
chaired by the minister, the
government's decision of
resuming scheduled interna-
tional flights from March 27,
the vaccination situation and
the level of genomic surveil-
lance were reviewed.

Govt for high
alertness as Covid

cases spike
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Huge cache of psychotropic drugs seized; five held 
Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  MMaarr  1166::  With the arrest of
a medical store owner and four
peddlers, police claimed to have
busted the illegal supply and dis-
tribution network of the sched-
uled and banned psychotropic
drugs. About 67056 psychotropic
tablets and capsules worth Rs 30
lakh and Rs 24000 cash was
seized from them. It was a joint
operation of Khursipar Police,
Narcotics Cell and Civil Team of
Durg Police. 

The accused are identified as
Rakesh Verma (27) son of Late
Maniram Verma a resident of
Atal Awas, Jawahar Nagar; Jaggu
alias Jageshwar Nishad (26) son
of Brijlal Nishad a resident of
Station Maroda, Newai; Ajay
Agrawal (33) son of Vikram
Agarwal a resident of Main
Market, New Khursipar; Shafaq
Banu (20) daughter of Irfan
Ahmed a resident of Krishna
Nagar Supela, and Nitin Simmi

son of BN Simmi a resident of
Om Society, Raipur. 

It needs to be mentioned here
that on the instructions of Police
Headquarters and guidance of
IGP (Durg Range) OP Pal, SSP
(Durg) Badri Narayan Meena has
constituted a Narcotics Cell in
the district for taking action
against illegal drug dealers and
peddlers in the district. 

The cell is continuously work-
ing against the people involved in
trade of narcotics drugs and ille-
gal sale of scheduled psychotrop-
ic drugs. In this sequel, the
Narcotics Cell received a tip off
regarding the illegal supply and
sale of psychotropic drugs. After
confirming the information, the
joint team conducted a well-
planned operation and caught the
supplier and peddlers red handed
with the psychotropic drugs. 

Police had received informa-
tion that Ajay Agarwal, the owner
of Shyam Medical Store located
in New Khursipar, had called

some peddlers to sell huge quan-
tity of drugs. Acting on this tip
off, policemen in civil dress were
positioned near the Shyam
Medical Stores. Around 08:30
hrs, two men on bike (CG 07 AT
4209) reached the shop and after
some time, a woman having her
face covered with chunari also
entered the shop. 

After some time, Shyam
Medical Store owner came out
and gave the boxes of intoxicat-
ing tablets and capsules to them
and took money in return. Police

team swung into action and
rounded up Shyam Medical
Store owner Ajay Aggarwal, and
the peddlers Rakesh Verma of
Jawahar Nagar, Jaggu alias
Jageshwar Nishad of Station
Maroda and Shafak Banu of
Krishna Nagar Supela. They
were duly searched by the team
in the presence of witnesses.
Police recovered 67056 nos in-
toxicating tablets and capsules
and cash Rs 24000. 

During interrogation, the ac-
cused Ajay Agrawal disclosed

that during the routine business,
he came in contact with a Raipur
based Medical Representative
Nitin Simmi. He offered to supply
the banned drugs for illegal sale.
In the meanwhile, he came in
contact with a medical salesman
Rakesh Verma who sought the
banned drugs for supplying it to
drug addicts. In greed of earning
money, Agrawal acquired the
drugs from Nitin Simmi and paid
the money through online modes.
He received the drugs through
courier and was selling the same
without a doctor's prescription. 

The Medical Representative
has also been arrested. Drug
Inspector Brijraj Singh, ASI
Shamit Mishra, Constable
Arvind Mishra, Satyendra
Madharia, Avon Banchor, Sub-
Inspector Satish Sahu,
Constable Elizabeth, Constable
Rakesh Anna, Deepak Singh and
Constable Toshi Goswami
played vital role in arresting the
accused. 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Mar 16: The sup-
porters of Durg MP Vijay
Baghel celebrated his
birthday in a grand man-
ner on Tuesday.
Thousands of people gath-
ered at his residence in
Sector 5 to extend birthday
wishes to him. Baghel
began his day by visiting
the temples and paying
obeisance to the deities.

After this, he visited
Sneh Sampada School in
Sector 8 and celebrated the
birthday with the special
children of this school.
Then he visited the Aastha
Manav Seva Parisar in
Sector 2 and sought bless-
ings from the elderly
women and men inmates
of this old age home.

BJYM leader Ranjit
Singh arranged 62 cakes
for Baghel's birthday. MP
cut the cakes after which

the sweets were distrib-
uted among the elderly
people and locals. Trade
Cell office bearers Chhotu
Chawla and Inderjit Singh
also celebrated the birth-
day of MP Vijay Baghel by
cutting 62 cakes and dis-
tributing it among the
children.

Vaishali Nagar MLA

Vidya Ratan Bhasin,
Former Minister Dayaldas
Baghel, Former Minister
Doman Lal Kosewada,
Former Parliamentary
Secretary Labhchand
Bafna, former MLA
Avdhesh Chandel, former
DCC Bank President
Preetpal Belchandan, BJP
Senior Leader Prahlad

Rajak, BJP District
General Secretary Lalit
Chandrakar, MP
Representative Raja
Pathak, District
Cooperative Union
President Prakash
Chandrakar, Pappu
Chandrakar, Paramjit
Singh, Sharda Gupta,
Councilor Bunty Yadav,
Vipin Chandrakar, Rajesh
Verma, Baba Verma, MP
Representative Pramod
Singh, Pushpa Devi Sahu,
Rajesh Chandrakar,
Devendra Chandel, BJP
District General
Secretary Shankar Lal
Devangan, Shashi Baghel,
Sanjay Baghel, BJP
Leader Sanjay Dani,
Praveen Pandey, office
bearers of trade unions,
sports organisations and
leaders of other political
parties also visited
Baghel's residence to wish
him on his birthday.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Mar 16: BIT Durg
IEEE student section in as-
sociation with IEEE
Bombay section has organ-
ised a STEM project spon-
sored by IEEE Bombay
Section.

Under this project, two 1-
day workshops were con-
ducted in Government
Higher Secondary School,
Titurdih Durg on March 03,
2022 and Government
Higher Secondary School,

Jeora, Sirsa on March 16,
2022. In these workshops,
Class 9 school students par-
ticipated. Prof K Uma
briefed the session by intro-
ducing different electronic
components required to de-
sign circuits and discussed
circuits to implement day
to day applications possible.

Later school students
were given hands-on-prac-
tice by trained and expert
students of 4th sem BE
(electronics and telecom-
munication). Prof Anil

kumar Mishra and
Khomlal Sahu assisted in
making students under-
stand the importance of
science and technology.

Expert students were
Naivedya, Parag, Mansi,
Zaid, Samiksha, Ritika,
Riya, Abhishek, Manya
and Manas. These  work-
shops were conducted to in-
stigate young minds to im-
plement small applications
of science. These work-
shops were implemented
with encouragement from

Dr Manisha Sharma, Vice
Principal BIT Durg  and
help from Dr Jyothi Pillai,
IEEE Branch Counsellor,
BIT Durg.

A good support was
given by Principals and
concerned Teachers of
both Schools. Students of
both schools also showed
keen interest to learn de-
sign and applications.
Principal , Dr MK Gupta
and Director Dr Arun
Arora appreciated the ef-
forts of the entire team.

Aryogyam Super Speciality 
Hospital conducts free 
camp on Kidney Day

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Mar 16: On the oc-
casion of World Kidney
Day, Aaryogam Super- spe-
cialty Hospital conducted
free medical camp of kid-
ney, stone and urine dis-
eases. The well known urol-
ogist Dr Naveen Dharuka
extended hi service in this
free examination as well as
test camp and advised pa-
tients to take treatments of
their ailments in hospital
with immediate effect. Dr
RK Sahu, Nephrologist also
examined patients of kid-
ney related diseases and

provided them medicines.
It is often found that most
of kidney patients fail to
perform their kidney relat-
ed investigations and treat-
ments owing to financial
crisis. But in Arogyam
Super Speciality Hospital
patients can benefit from
the Ayushman Bharat
scheme. Therefore, patients
facing financial crisis do
not have to worry about the
expenses and get treatment
of their ailments without
any delay. The hospital has
well equipped medical fa-
cilities and also provides fa-
cilities of all schemes.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 16: Basic
Oxygen Furnace
(Convertor) No 3 of SAIL-
Bhilai Steel Plant's Steel
Melting Shop 3 achieved a
historic milestone on
March 15, 2022 when it
crossed a lining life of
10000 heats in its very first
refractory brick lining.
Achieving this feat in the
very first campaign is
unique and has hardly any
parallels in BOF steel
making.

BOF or Convertor 3 of
BSP's Modex Unit SMS-3
was commissioned on
February 20, 2020 and it
has been in continuous op-
eration since then. During
this period, the furnace
produced more than 1.65
million tonnes of crude
steel. This was achieved by
continuous monitoring of

the refractory lining by
laser profiling and taking
preventive repairs. It has
substantially increased
the BOF availability and
reduced the refractory
cost. Director I/c Bhilai
Steel Plant congratulated

the team of SMS 3 as well
as Refractory Engg Dept
and associated depart-
ments for this singular
achievement.

It is worth mentioning
that SMS 3 achieved yet
another milestone on

March 15, 2022 when its
bloom caster CV 1 that
supplies blooms to
Universal Rail Mill
achieved longest sequence
of 206 Heats, surpassing
previous best  sequence of
175 Heats on Feb 25, 2022.

Traffic Police to take strict action
against violators during Holi 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Mar 16: For en-
suring law and order dur-
ing the festival of Holi, the
traffic police is working on
an extensive plan under
the directions of SSP
Badri Narayan Meena and

ASP (Traffic) Kavilash
Tondon.

They are going to confis-
cate the vehicles of those
found riding in intoxicat-
ed state, two pillion riders,
without registration plate,
modified silencers, etc.
The vehicles of the hooli-

gans will also be seized.
Vehicle checking drive

has begun on Wednesday
across the district. The
teams of traffic police will
be deployed at 23 points
across the twin-city. A total
of 114 officers / personnel
will be deployed for vehi-

cle checking. They will
use the breathe analysers
for testing whether the
drivers / riders have con-
sumed liquor. The vehicles
will be impounded and
will be released after im-
posing fine on March 19
and thereafter.

Civic Action Programme 
and medical camps held

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Mar 16: Fourth
Battalion of Border
Security Force posited at
COB Siksod in Kanker con-
ducted Civic Action
Programme and Health
Camp at Primary School in
Junagavde. Commandant
Devender Singh, Heath
Officer Dr Vishnu PS, stu-
dents of local schools and
locals from Siksod,
Kasadand, Kutulbeda,
Kotul, Baweli, Junagavde
and other villagers were
present. About 450 locals at-
tended the programme.
Stationery, almirah, solar
lamps, clothes, carpets,
sports items and daily use
items worth Rs 197825 were
distributed among the peo-
ple. 188 people were exam-

ined at the medical camp
and medicines worth Rs
33400 were distributed.

162nd BSF Battalion or-
ganised Civic Action
Programme and Medical
Camp at COB Talabeda.
Students from primary
schools of Kolar,

Deharipada, Saraipara and
Naveen Balak Ashrams of
Talabeda, Mangtasalebhat,
Barche, Madappa,
Talabeda as well as locals
were present. About 425
people attended the pro-
gramme. Stationery, blan-
kets, bags, water tanks,

sports items, bicycles,
motor pumps, fans, radio,
clothes and other daily use
items were distributed.
Students presented cultur-
al programmes. Villagers
have requested BSF to or-
ganise such programmes
in future also.

Convertor 3 of SMS 3 achieves Historic
Milestone, 10,000 Heats and still going strong

Shankra XI Won over CSE
XI in friendly Cricket Match
held to mark Holi Festival

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  MMaarr  1166::  Shri Shankracharya
Engineering College, Raipur organ-
ized a friendly cricket match as a
mark of love and respect during
Holi season at Cricket ground in
Shankra Raipur premises. Dr Manoj
Sharma, captain of Shankra XI won
the toss and elected to field first.
His decision was worth as the oppo-
nent team - Shankra CSE was in
trouble and made only 45 runs in 10
overs by losing 6 wickets.  It was an
easy chase score for Shankra XI.
Opening batsmen Dr Manoj Sharma

and Nishant Tripathi (Chairman, BG
SSIPMT) played a memorable in-
ning and their team won the match
in 6th over on the loss of 2 wickets.
Dr Naveen Jain secured Man of the
Match title for giving 12 runs in 3
overs by taking 2 important wick-
ets. Nishant Tripathi - (Chairman
BG) SSIPMT handed the trophy and
cash prize to the winning team. He
also congratulated MM Baig-
Sports Officer and Dr Alok Kumar
Jain- Principal-SSIPMT for organiz-
ing the event. He also appreciated
the efforts of Dr JP Patra- Captain
of CSE XI. 

BIT Durg organises IEEE STEM Project Supporters celebrate Vijay Baghel’s
birthday in a grand manner

MiC discusses draft budget; 
recommends unanimously

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  MMaarr  1166:: On Wednesday,
Bhilai Municipal Corporation
Commissioner Prakash Surve pre-
sented a draft budget before the
members of the Mayor-in-
Council. After stretched discus-
sions, the MiC unanimously rec-
ommended the draft and it was
decided that the same budget will
be tabled before the General
Body of Bhilai Municipal
Corporation. The draft budget has
covered all the necessary aspects
very judiciously. Along with the
necessary provisions for the de-
velopment of the city, all other re-
quirements have been taken care
of. On Wednesday, the meeting of
the Mayor-in-Council for discus-
sion on the budget began at 11:00
hrs. Bhilai Municipal Corporation
Commissioner Prakash Sarve pre-
sented the budget before the

Mayor and MiC. Mayor Neeraj Pal
conducted discussions on every
provision of the budget. All the
members of the Mayor-in-council
reviewed the budget and recom-
mended it to the general body as-
sembly.  Some important sugges-
tions for city development were
included in the draft. All the mem-
bers of the Mayor-in-Council con-
veyed their views regarding the
budget for the financial year
2022-23. The recommended
budget draft will be presented in
the general body meeting to be
held in the coming days. Mayor

presided over the MiC meeting
which was attended by MiC
members Ekansh Banchor,
Sandeep Nirankari, Neha Sahu,
Keshav Choubey, Lakshmi Pati
Raju, Siju Anthony, Rita Singh
Gera, Malti Thakur, Saket
Chandrakar, Chandrashekhar
Gavai, Lal Chand Verma, Meera
Banjare, and Mannan Ghaffar
Khan. Accounts Officer Jitendra
Thakur, Deputy Commissioner
Narendra Banjare, Secretary
Jeevan Verma, Sharad Dubey,
Revenue Officer MR Ratnesh and
other officials were also present.
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PRE-HOLI CELEBRATIONS

Youths enjoying pre-Holi celebration among friends applying variety of colours to each other.

Raipur, Mar 16: 

Amid the demand by
the opposition BJP to
make ‘The Kashmir Files’
tax-free in Chhattisgarh,
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel on Wednesday said
that the Centre should
give a tax break to the
movie as it gets a portion
of the tax from states. He
invited all the MLAs to
watch the film at a mall
here.

Speaking after Question
Hour, Leader of
Opposition Dharamlal
Kaushik of BJP said ‘The
Kashmir Files’ should be
exempted from tax in
Chhattisgarh.

Responding to Kaushik,
the chief minister said,
Let’s go to watch this film.
The Government of India
also gets a share in the
tax, therefore, the Centre
should exempt the movie
from the tax in the entire

country . “After the intro-
duction of Goods and
Services Tax (GST), half
of its share goes to the
Centre. The Centre should
declare the film as tax-free
in the country,” the CM
said, adding that all legis-
lators would watch the
film after adjournment of
the House on Wednesday.

Later, in a statement,
the state public relations
department said that the
CM has invited all the
MLAs and other digni-
taries to watch ‘Kashmir
Files’.

All tickets for the 8 PM
show of the movie have
been booked, the release
said.

On Monday, senior BJP
MLA Brijmohan Agrawal
had alleged that the
Congress government did-
n’t want people to watch
‘The Kashmir Files’ in
large numbers and pres-
suring cinema halls to not
sell all tickets to restrict
footfalls, a charge refuted
by the ruling party as
baseless.

Written and directed by
Vivek Agnihotri and pro-
duced by Zee Studios, the
film depicts the exodus of
Kashmiri Hindus from
Kashmir following sys-
tematic killings of people
from the community by
Pakistan-backed terror-
ists. Some states, includ-
ing Madhya Pradesh and
Gujarat, have exempted
the film from entertain-
ment tax.

Centre should make ‘The Kashmir
Files’ tax-free in country: Baghel

CM, invites all MLAs to watch film

Sand, water be
arranged to avoid

road damage: Malik
RRaaiippuurr::  Municipal Commissioner
Prabhat Malik today instructed
to make arrangements for suffi-
cient quantity of morrum, sand
and water to avoid damage to
the roads during Holika Dahan
programmes on March 17, 2022.

In a bid to ensure peaceful
celebration of Holika Dahan on
March 17 night and Holi on
March 18 it is necessary to make
arrangements of morrum and
sand, said the Municipal
Commissioner. Malik also
instructed the concerned offi-
cers in RMC to ensure proper
lighting arrangement during the
celebration and take the action
of seizing building construction
materials on the roads.

The Municipal Commissioner
has directed that during this
period, special care should be
taken to ensure that sufficient
water should come in the taps
during the stipulated time period
to ensure that continuous drink-
ing water is available. Where
there is a shortage of drinking
water in the city, water should
be supplied through tankers.
During the Holi festival, action
should be taken in coordination
with the District Commandant
Home Guard to keep the fire
fighting system in order.

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Mar 16:
Principal opposition
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) on Wednesday
grilled the Treasury
bench over delay in the
complete implementation
of the election manifesto.

During the Question
Hour session in
Chhattisgarh Legislative
Assembly here, the BJP
members grilled the
Minister over alleged de-
nial of the encouraging
amount to the Mitanins in
Health department as
well as recruitment of
Staff Nurses. BJP MLAs
staged walkout to register
protest against the state
government over improp-

er reply to their ques-
tions. BJP MLAs raised
the issue of election mani-
festo of Congress and
sought the status of decla-
rations being made for the
Mitanins. Reply in ab-
sence of Health Minister
TS Singhdeo, the Cabinet
Minister for Forest Md
Akbar said that an-
nouncement was made to
provide additional Rs 5000
per month as Commission

to Mitanins and five thou-
sand new Mitanins were
to be recruited. He said
that nearly 1200 posts of
Mitanins were filled.

Counting the claims of
state government, the BJP
MLA from Dhamtari
Ranjana Dipendra Sahu
said that National Health
Mission had ordered to
provide encouragement
amount for six months in
Covid period but the

Mitanins are yet to get the
said amount, she claimed.

In reply, the Minister
said that payment of
three months have been
given so far. Leader of op-
position Dharmlal
Kaushik raised the issue
of recruitment of Staff
Nurse. In reply, the
Minister said that the
process would be complet-
ed soon. Similarly, the
BJP MLA from Bhatapara

Shivratan Sharma raised
the issue of Universal
Health Scheme and
sought details of imple-
mentation in
Chhattisgarh.

Replying to it, the
Minister said that several
works have been complet-
ed whereas few others are
in the process.
Dissatisfied with the
reply, the opposition
MLAs created ruckus al-
leging state government
not fulfilling the promised
made to the people in the
election manifesto.

Counting the allega-
tions of the opposition,
the Minister Md Akbar
said that the election
manifesto does not means
that entire issues are set-
tled immediately and
added that state govern-
ment is committed for the
implementation of elec-
tion manifesto as prom-
ised.

BJP grills Govt on election manifesto implementation
Oppn stages 
walkout of the 
proceedings

No system to monitor attendance of
students in online classes: Minister
Raipur: Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) MLA Ajay
Chandrakar on Wednesday sought reply from the
Minister for Higher Education over the system to
monitor the attendance of students during the online
classes during the Covid period. In his reply, the
Minister said that it is not possible for them to tell the
actual number of students who had attended the on-
line classes at college and universities level. He in-
formed that nearly 3.68 lakh students are enrolled in
various government universities.

Raipur, Mar 16: 

Fire broke out in park-
ing lot of Thakur Petrol
Pump in capital city and
in this four trailers were
gutted in fire. The fire-
fighting vehicles have
been pressed into service
and they are trying to gain
control on fire.

It is learnt that in this
fire incident, there was
huge loss to the truck own-

ers. This entire incident is
that of Saraswati Thana
area. Presently the Police
is investigating into the
matter and trying to find
out as to how the fire
broke out in the parking
lot near the Petrol Pump.

As per information in
this regard, one of the ve-

hicles parked near the
Petrol Pump caught fire
and this spread to other
three other vehicles stand-
ing nearby in no time. By
the time the petrol pump
owners and vehicle own-
ers came to know about
fire breaking out, it was
pretty late and they were
trying to shift other vehi-
cles nearby so as to avoid
fire in other vehicles as
well.

Raipur, Mar 16: The
COVID-19 vaccination of
children in the age group
of 12-14 years began on
Wednesday in all district
hospitals in Chhattisgarh
to cover 13.21 lakh benefi-
ciaries, an official from the
health department said.

In the state capital
Raipur, the vaccination

drive started at the district
hospital in Pandri area at
10 am, district immunisa-
tion officer Dr Aashish
Verma told PTI. The state
health department has se-
cured 93,000 doses of
Corbevax vaccine for
Raipur district right now
and they have been kept in
cold storages at a tempera-

ture of 2 to 8 degrees
Celsius, he said.

The official said the chil-
dren who came to get inoc-
ulated were happy that
now they were eligible to
take the vaccine, and the
parents were relieved that
their children would now
have some protection
against the viral infection.

A total of 13,21,286 chil-
dren in the 12-14 age group
are eligible to get inoculat-
ed in the state, he said. The
two doses of the vaccine
will be administered at a
gap of four weeks, he said.
Those eligible to get vacci-
nated can register them-
selves on the CoWIN app,
the official said.

COVID-19 vaccination for 12-14 age group begins
93,000 doses procured for kids in Raipur

Three vehicles gutted in fire
near Petrol Pump parking lot

Efforts going on to
gain control on fire

Raipur, Mar 16:

GRP Thana in capital
city got a major break-
through, when they seized
110 Kg ‘Ganja’ from Baleno
vehicle parked in Raipur
Railway Station. GRP
thana police informed that
the three accused man-
aged to escape from the
site. In other words, entire
fault if that of GRP intelli-
gence, because the ac-
cused had come to trans-
port ‘Ganja’ in their car
and supply it through the
train and none of the offi-
cers of GRP could get
slightest of the hint.

It was on tip from an in-
former that four youths in
the age-group of 20-30 have
brought ‘Ganja’ in Baleno
car with Odisha pass bear-
ing No. OD 02 AY 0189 and
are trying to take it out-
side the other state

through train. It was also
informed that their car is
parked outside Platform
No. 1A boundary wall .

On this GRP acted
promptly and raided the
car. On finding GRP ap-
proaching them, all four
youths ran away and man-

aged to escape. The car is
reported to be that of main
accused Santosh Dora,
who had been arrested
earlier also in case of
‘Ganja’ smuggling. A total
of 22 packets of ‘Ganja’
weighing 110 Kg worth Rs
5.50 lakh has been seized

along with Car bearing
No. OD 02 AY 0189 having
actual registration No. as
that of OD 02 AM 1362,
worth around Rs 8.50 lakh.
In this way total amount of
assets worth Rs 14 lakh
has been seized. GRP
Police has filed a case
under Narcotics Act
against the accused and
taken the matter under in-
vestigation.

GRP seizes 110 Kg ‘Ganja’ worth Rs 5.50 lakh

From a vehicle near
Railway Station in Raipur

Raipur, Mar 16: The issue
of ventilators purchased
through DMF funds in
Janjgir-Champa District
came to fore. BJP MLA
Saurabh Singh raised the
issue during question-
hour session in the Vidhan
Sabha on Wednesday and
he charged of massive ir-
regularities in purchase of
these ventilators. MLA
charged that in the ventila-
tors purchased through
DMF fund and CSR head
worth Rs 5.60 cr, the  rules

for urchase were not fol-
lowed. MLA charged that
it is by taking out tenders
of three different compa-
nies separately, the pur-
chase was done going
against the rules and the
BJP MLA demanded in-
quiry into the same.

In absence of the Health
Minister in the House,
Mohammed Akbar as-
sured the House that the
matter will be investigated
and guilty will not be
spared. During discus-
sions, MLA Narayan
Chandel also charged the
ruling party members of
misutilising funds under
DMF funds. When the
MLA asked as to how
many of the ventilators
purchased are in running
condition and those out of
order, Mohammed Akbar
could not reply to this
question.

MLA assures to get ventilator
purchase issue investigated Central Chronicle News

RRaaiippuurr,,  MMaarr  1166:: Raipur has a very spe-
cial place in my heart , as it was here
that I wrote my very first poem “ I
Forgive I Forget “ in 1976, revealed
poet Jagdeep Singh in the first offline
Write Circle event post pandemic
organized by the Ehsaas Women of
Raipur here. In conversation with
Jagdeep was Shrishti Trivedi, lawyer
turned entrepreneur and founder of
Project Getout a local community ven-
ture and a fellow Ehsaas Woman.

Jagdeep Singh popularly know as
“Jags” is not new to Raipur and has
many friends here as he has done his
masters in English and History from
Ravi Shankar University. He later stud-
ied journalism and has worked briefly
with both The Hitavada and MP
Chronicle. Currently he is a PR prac-
tioner and runs the largest PR firm in
Rajasthan. A poet at heart Jagdeep
Singh has written many verses for
leading publications and has to his
name an anthology of poetry aptly
named “ My Epitaph” for which he has
received much praise and accolades
and a request for a second collection
from his publishers. Speaking about
one of his favourite poems “How To

Withstand Pain”, Jagdeep said it is not
only Jesus Christ who had to bear his
cross, we all have our own crosses to
bear so if you’re going through suffer-
ing confront it and fight it with courage
and dignity. When asked what young
budding poets should be aware of
while writing in the modern world,
Jagdeep advised them to first and fore-
most read a lot of famous poets, sec-
ond, revise whatever they themselves
write thoroughly and third, to join rele-
vant online poetry portals as opposed
to sending poems to written publica-
tions as was the norm years ago.
Younger people in the audience
showed an immense interest in both

the poetry being recited as well the
process of publishing an Anthony.
Jagdeep was genuinely surprised by
the kind of questions that came from
the audience and thankful to the
organizers for giving him a chance to
refresh memories of  his growing years
in Raipur. At the end he advised poets
of any age to write fearlessly and from
the heart.  A momento was presented
to Jagdeep by retired Lt. Col. JSS Kakar
a veteran of the 1971 Indo-Pakistan
war, on whose name a hill in the bat-
tlefield has been named. The evening
ended with the book signing and a
thank you note by Aanchal Garcha.

Jadgeep advises poets of any age to write fearlessly
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COLOURS ON DEMAND

With hardly two days to go for Holi, people are selecting the colours of their choice to
celebrate the festival with full freedom, specially after corona period.

Raipur, Mar 16: 

Tuesday’s day became
memorable for the women
of Self Help Groups who
made budget briefcases
from cow dung when
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel felicitated at his
office in the Vidhan
Sabha. On being hon-
oured by Chief Minister,
the members of the Self
Help Group became emo-
tional and said that they
had never imagined that
their work would be felici-
tated by the Chief
Minister himself. On this
occasion, the Chief
Minister also presented
sweets to the Self Help
Group members Neelam
Aggarwal, Nomin Pal,

Manisha Patwa, Kanti
Yadav, Lata Pune before
the festival of Holi. The
Chief Minister told the
members that the brief-
case made by you is being
discussed all over the
country.

One of the member of
SHG group Nomin told
the Chief Minister that
we are preparing to make
paint from cow dung and
there is also a plan to
build a temple of
Chhattisgarh  by making
bricks of cow dung. Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
said that we will fully co-
operate in your efforts.
Nomin Pal of the group
told that after the death of
her husband, it became
difficult to manage the

house for 6 months, there
was a lot of trouble, but
now through Gauthan,
she is making many items
made of cow dung and
earns about 15 thousand
rupees in a month. We
have already sold more
than 150 kg gulal made
from cow dung before
Holi, got an order from
Delhi also but we have re-
fused due to paucity of
time. Cow dung wood,
lamps, idols, slippers are
also being made in large
numbers. It is notable that
the budget briefcase was
made by SHG Didi Nomin
Pal of Women Self Help
Group ‘Ek Pahal’ working
in Gokul Dham Gouthan
of Municipal Corporation
Raipur.

CM felicitates SHG members who made
budget briefcases from cow dung

Raipur, Mar 16: 

World Consumer Day is
celebrated every year on
March 15 to mark the sov-
ereignty and supremacy
of the rights and needs of
the consumers and high-
lights their unqualified
claim to a fair and just
treatment. The underly-
ing theme of this year is
“Fair Digital Finance”
and the Bank strives to
leverage its digital plat-
forms to meet and satisfy
the diverse financial
needs of its customers
while at the same time
committing itself to pro-
tect and uphold their in-
terests at all times.

The Bank celebrated
the World Consumer
Rights Day with aplomb
at its Circle Office and
Branches under Circle
Bhilai which was chaired
by Circle Head and Chief

Managers. Circle Head
Jitendra Swain welcomed
the gathering with his
opening remarks and ad-
dressed the gathering
where he underlined the
importance of rendering
prompt and responsive
customer service by
reaching out to all seg-
ments of the populace in-
cluding the most vulnera-
ble. The bank’s continued
focus on customer-cen-
teredness is further un-

derscored by the fact that
MD & CEO in an internal
message to all its employ-
ees, unequivocally con-
veyed the need to place
the interests of the cus-
tomers first and try to ful-
fil their aspirations and
needs in all the activities
and endeavours under-
taken by the bank, be it
launching of a new prod-
uct/service or rendering
routine service to them.
The event also marked

the circulation of collat-
erals for improved cus-
tomer service and cus-
tomer ease with thrust on
promoting digital agenda
and providing access to a
plethora of digital bank-
ing services. GrahakSewa
is one such initiative,
which is an in-house esca-
lation matrix for the
branches and field staff,
to provide better cus-
tomer service through ex-
peditious customer griev-

ance redressal, reduced
TAT and faster resolution
of customer complaints.
Customer EASE is anoth-
er initiative to streamline
the process of account
opening so as to deliver a
superior customer experi-
ence. Sanchay is the third
initiative to lay out and
empower the workforce
on all the digital offerings
by PNB. Inline with this,
the bank has launched
podcasts around digital
offerings and released a
set of videos for the cap-
stone PNB One applica-
tion to enable customers
to make the most out of it.
The Bank also launched a
booklet on Door Step
Banking highlighting the
different services being
offered for the benefit of
the customers like new
cheque book delivery
against requisition slip,
Form 15G/H Delivery &
Pick up, life certificate
pickup, cash deposit &
withdrawal within cer-
tain limit among other
services.

PNB launches several initiatives for improved customer service
 On occasion 

of World Consumer
Rights Day 

BBiillaassppuurr,,  MMaarr  1166:: With the
vision of Vice-Chancellor Guru
Ghasidas Vishwavidyalaya
(Central University) Prof. Alok
Kumar Chakrawal, the
University is moving towards
setting new standards, as visi-
ble during he tenure of the last
220 days. It is his vision to
excel at the national and inter-
national level and be the lead-
ing university in implementing
the National Education Policy
2020 in its entirety  in the coun-
try with an appeal to all sec-
tions of people from industry
and social world to cooperate
in the progress of the universi-
ty. The department of physical
education has applied for as

many as six numbers of faculty
development programmes to
AICTE on 10/02/2022 by the
direction of Vice Chancellor
Prof. Alok Kumar Chakrawal
and with the guidance of Prof.
Shailendra Kumar, Registrar  of
the university. The department
is fortunate enough to get a
sum of Rs.19,50,000/- for con-
duct of three programmes
under faculty development
programme (FDP) for physical
education trainers /teachers
/director of sports /sports offi-
cers ect. vide letter no. 34-
37/6/FDC/FDP for PTIs/2021-
22 dated 20/02/2022. The
department is grateful to Vice
Chancellor Prof. Alok Kumar
Chakrawal ji and Prof.
Shailendra Kumar, Registrar
for kind direction and guid-
ance.

Physical Education
deptt gets six FDPs

 A big achievement
for CU

RRaaiippuurr,,  MMaarr  1166::  

Governor Ms. Anusuiya Uikey
inaugurated a two-day health
camp for officers, employees
and their families at Raj
Bhavan on Tuesday. Governor
Ms. Uikey also undergone
health checkup on the occa-
sion. A large number of
Rajbhavan employees and
their families also got health
checkup done in the camp.

Governor Ms. Uikey asked all
the officers and employees of
Raj Bhavan to take advantage
of this health camp. The
Governor inquired about the
progress of health checkup by
visiting the venue of the
health checkup camp. In this
camp, health check-up is
being done by the specialists
of pathology, ophthalmology,
dentistry, skin diseases,
orthopedics, pediatrics and

gynecologists of Dr. Bhimrao
Ambedkar Memorial Hospital.
On this occasion, Secretary to
Governor Mr. Amrit Kumar
Khalkho, Deputy Secretary
Mr. Deepak Agrawal,
Controller Mr. Harvansh Miri,
Medical Officer of Raj Bhavan,
Dr. Suniti Mangrulkar, Dr.
Rupal Purohit, Dr. Shishir
Sahu and all officers and
employees of Raj Bhavan were
present.

Governor inaugurates two-day health camp at Raj Bhavan

Raipur, Mar 16: Social
Welfare Minister Mrs.
Anila Bhedia presented
cheque of Rs. 5.50 lakh to
07 differently-abled cou-
ples under the Divyangjan
Marriage Promotion
Scheme in Raipur on
Tuesday. Out of these, due
to disability of both hus-
band and wife, Rs 1.00 lakh
was given to four couples
separately and Rs 50,000/-
was given to three couples
separately due to disabili-
ty of one of the husband

and wife. Mrs. Bhedia said
that the State Government
provides one lakh rupees
for the disabled of both
husband and wife and 50
thousand rupees in case of
disability of either of
them. This will help
Divyang couples to start a

new life and strengthen
their financial position
through self-employment.
In the couples receiving in-
centive amount, 04 pairs
are residents of Arang
Janpad Panchayat area, 02
pairs are residents of
Raipur Municipal
Corporation area and one
pair are residents of
Dharsiwa assembly con-
stituency. Officers and em-
ployees of Social Welfare
Department were present
on this occasion.

Minister Bhedia presents
cheque of Rs 5.50 lakh 

 To seven differently-abled
couples

 Assistance given under
Divyangjan Marriage
Promotion Scheme

Raipur, Mar 16: 

CAIT  National Vice
President Amar Parwani,
chairman Magelal Maloo,
Amar Gidwani, State
President Jitendra Doshi ,
States Working President
Vikram Singh Deo,
Parmanand Jain, Vashu
Makhija, State General
Secretary Suriender
Singh, State Working
General Secretary Bharat
Jain, State Treasurer Ajay
Agrawal and state media
incharge Sanjay Choubey
informed that in order to
make Indian e-commerce
landscape available to

traders of the country in
pursuance of the Digital
India mission and vision of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, the Confederation of
All India Traders (CAIT)
has released a white paper
on E-commerce to address
the widely concerning is-
sues in the realm of e-com-
merce. Over the past few
years, E-commerce and
digital trade in India have
seen an exponential
growth and have wit-
nessed wide acceptance
among the consumers.
Since e-commerce is here
to stay, it becomes essential
that the interests of all the

stakeholders, including
the sellers, are protected.
The CAIT has made an in-
depth study of the growing
significance of digital
trade & e-commerce, pres-
ent market size of the sec-
tor and its future growth,
increasing importance of
e-commerce marketplace
platforms, existing laws
which deal with e-com-
merce sector and practices
which are prevalent in the
sector and made part of
the White Paper. The 50
pages White Paper has five
chapters and also contains
a set of 27 recommenda-
tions for the Government

to be incorporated in e-
commerce policy and 9 rec-
ommendations for incor-
poration in Consumer
Protection (E Commerce)
Rules,2020. CAIT  National
Vice President Mr. Amar
Parwani  & State President
Mr. Jitendra Doshi in-
formed the attempt of the
Government to roll out e-
commerce policy and vari-
ous statements of Union
Commerce Minister,
Piyush Goyal several
times in the past that the
law and policy will have to
be obeyed by one and all.
We expect that e-com-
merce policy will be rolled

out soon and the distor-
tions and disparities in e-
commerce will come to an
end paving the way for a
competitive e-commerce
trade environment in the
Country. The CAIT is com-
mitted to empower the
traders of India with digi-
tal technology as per the
vision of Prime Minister
Modi. Mr. Pawani & Mr.
Doshi  informed CAIT
while speaking at the re-
lease event of the White
Paper held today at New
Delhi said that the White
Paper examines the major
issues pertaining to lack of
platform neutrality, exces-

sive discounting by plat-
forms, unfair usage of data
by platform to again undue
competitive advantage, ex-
clusive arrangement and
launches, and mergers af-
fecting the platform neu-
trality. We have examined
in detail how the conducts
of the e-commerce plat-
form have an effect not
only on the sellers, but
other major stakeholders-
manufacturers and con-
sumers as well. “Studying
the impact of the conduct,
we have argued why is it
important to ensure that e-
commerce platforms re-
main neutral.

CAIT releases white paper on e-commerce 

Raipur, Mar 16: 

Indian Institute of
Technology Bhilai in asso-
ciation with Central
Depository Services
Limited (CDSL) IPFT and
Bombay Stock Exchange
(BSE) Investors Protection
Fund recently conducted a
live webinar with the
theme “Financial Literacy
and Investment in the
Stock Market”. More than
85 students, faculty and
staff members participat-
ed in the webinar. The
speakers were Mr. Krishna
Gupta, Deputy Manager
(CDSL, Indore), Mr. Firoj,
(CDSL, Madhya Pradesh
and Chhattisgarh) and Mr.
Tanmay Acharya (BSE
IPF, Chhattisgarh). The
webinar was moderated
and coordinated by Dr.
Sitakanta Panda,
Assistant Professor of
Economics, Department of
Liberal Arts, IIT Bhilai. In
the webinar, the panelists

presented various aspects
of investing in the stock
market and shared their
advice with the partici-
pants from the practition-
ers’ perspective. Various
concepts were discussed
such as different kinds of
trading strategies, current
state of the securities mar-
ket, a comparative analy-
sis of different financial
instruments, basics of in-
vesting in equity and bond
markets etc. The speakers
and the moderator
stressed upon different nu-
ances of investor aware-
ness in the current times.
After their presentations,
a Q&A session was con-
ducted. The participants
were provided with certifi-
cates of participation and
materials on investor
awareness. Dr. Panda
thanked the speakers, par-
ticipants and Institute ad-
ministration for the
smooth conduct of the we-
binar.

Webinar on ‘Financial 
Literacy and Investment in the

Stock Market’ at IIT Bhilai

Raipur, Mar 16: I have
few words to praise the
work that the daughters of
Chhattisgarh are doing.
Teejan Bai brought proud
to the country with her
Pandwani. The way
Phoolbasan came in front
of Amitabh Bachchan in
KBC, hers confidence was
built on sight. I also took
the decision of public
service in my life, many
problems came but finally
got success. This message
was given by Governor
Ms. Anusuiya Uikey in
the State Level Women’s
Awareness Conference or-
ganized by
Baikunthdham Temple

Committee. She said that
whenever a women moves
ahead in the public sector,
she faces a lot of trouble,
but if the work is done
with full dedication and
determination then suc-
cess is sure. When the
daughters move forward,
some people try to block
their path, but there are
many people who help the
daughters to move for-
ward. Take guidance from
people of good thinking.
You will always get suc-
cess. She honoured 36
women on this occasion.

Sharing her life experi-
ence, she said that when
she was studying, there

was a time when the edu-
cation of daughters was
discouraged. I had decid-
ed that to move forward in
public service, I have to
work for the public. I de-
cided to study. During
studies participated in
student  politics and con-

tinued to work hard.
Became an MLA in 26
years and today I am the
Governor. I want to tell all
of you that daughters can
achieve any position. She
said that I feel proud to be
present in this felicitation
ceremony. Today, in every

field, whether it is of art,
science or education, be it
politics. Women are fulfill-
ing their responsibility
with the best of success.
When women work in any
field, there are many ob-
stacles. Despite this, when
they handle any responsi-
bility along with taking
care of the house, we can
understand that women
are more capable than
men. So we have to
change our mindset to-
wards daughters. If the
family members give en-
couragement to the
daughters, then her
courage becomes double.

On this occasion, the

Governor also had paid
obeisance to Lord
Mahadev, Maa Durga,
Pawan Putra Hanuman
and ‘Shani Dev’ and other
deities in the temple
premises.

Padma Vibhushan
Teejan Bai, Mayor Shashi
Sinha, Former Minister
Ramshila Sahu, District
Panchayat President
Shalini Yadav, Padma
Radheshyam Barle, Risali
Municipal Corporation,
Chairman Keshav
Banchore were present on
the occasion. The
Governor felicitated 36
women with Nari Shakti
Samman on the occasion.

Governor felicitates 36 women with Narishakti Samman



Central Chronicle News

Korba, Mar 16: Defaulters
of more than Rs 1 lakh have
been given time till March
31 to deposit the outstand-
ing amount, or their names

will be made public as
well as attachment pro-
ceedings will also be
done, said Municipal
C o r p o r a t i o n
C o m m i s s i o n e r
Prabhakar Pandey, in a
meeting of Zone
Commissioners, Revenue
Officers and Inspectors
in the meeting hall of the
Corporation's main ad-
m i n i s t r a t i v e
building.

He reviewed the rev-
enue collection zone wise
and ward wise and ex-
pressed displeasure over
the slow progress of re-
covery and directed the
revenue in-charges to ex-
pedite the recovery work
and achieve the set recov-
ery target. The
Commissioner asked the
revenue officers and in-
spectors to constantly
contact the taxpayers and
arrears under their ward

and zone, motivate them to
deposit taxes on time.

During the meeting,
Zone Commissioner AK

Sharma, MN Sarkar, Vinod
Shandilya, Akhilesh
Shukla, Tapan Tiwari,
Estate Officer Shridhar
Banafar, Revenue Officer
Raghuraj Singh, Raj
Bahadur Singh, Anirudh
Singh, KS Kshatriya,
Revenue Inspectors,
Deputy Revenue Inspectors
and Assistant Revenue
Inspectors of the corpora-
tion were present.

Central Chronicle News

Pandaria, Mar 16: One-
day camp to create aware-
ness about corona was or-
ganised by Kaishpore
Micro-Credit Sansthan in
Mainpura and this aware-
ness was created about co-
rona and were also in-
formed about the benefits
to them from vaccination.

The camp was inaugu-
rated byTI Pandaria
Mukesh Yadav as the chief
guest and Dr Pawan Sahu
was present as the special
guest. TI Yadav created
awareness about initial
symptoms of corona and
about vaccination. Dr
Sahu highlighted on how

to increase immunity
against diseases through
Yoga and eating healthy
food. ADO Bilaspur re-
gion Vinod Mishra in his
address gave information
about different pro-
grammes of the Company

realted to health and edu-
cation for the poor mem-
bers and gave information
about distribution of re-
bate amount of Rs 26 crore
to dedicated 5 lakh poor
members of Kaishpore.
Mishra in his address gave
information about the
poor members facing the
problems of huge debts/
loans. At the same time,
the needy were distributed
masks, sanitizer, soapls
and corona kits at the
hands of the Chief Guest.
In this programme branch
Manager Saurabh Tiwari,
SC Lokesh Tiwari, and
Ambika, Brijesh, Sant
Kumar and other employ-
ees were present.

Camp organised to create
awareness about corona

Central Chronicle News

Konta, Mar 16: It is ,
under the guidance of IG
Bastar region Sundarraj P,
Yogyan Singh Deputy
Inspector General CRPF
(Operational Sukma
Range) and Sunil Sharma
Superintendent of Police
Sukma, Praveen Thapriyal

Commandant 131 Corps is
being run under the direc-
tion of CRPF.

Under the campaign, the
inhuman baseless ideology
of Naxalites and their ex-
ploitation, atrocities and
discrimination by outside
Naxalites and local tribals,
influenced by the promo-
tion of rehabilitation poli-

cy of Chhattisgarh govern-
ment and "Puna Narkom
Abhiyan" being run by
Sukma Police a total of 6
active Naxalites of the
banned Naxalite organiza-
tion have surrendered.On
March 15 in the office of

DIG Sukma, Yogyan Singh,
DIG CRPF  Sunil Sharma,
Superintendent of Police
Sukma, Shweta Rana,
Deputy Commandant
(Intelligence)  , Amarjeet
Pandit, Deputy
Commandant 131 Corps
CRPF and Uttam Pratap a
total of six Naxalites sur-
rendered without arms be-
fore the Deputy
Superintendent of Police
Sukma. The Intelligence
Branch of the DIG
(Operations) Range Sukma
helped in surrendering of
Madvi Ganga and the
Intelligence Branch of 131
Corps CRPF had special co-

operation in getting the re-
maining Naxalites to sur-
render. A case under sec-
tion  147, 148, 149, 307, 341,
364, 395 IPC 25, 27 Arms Act
are registered in police sta-
tion Polampally against the
surrendered Naxalite
Madvi Ganga. Standing
warrant was issued by the
Court. Other surrendered
Naxalites have been in-
volved in various Naxalite
activities happening in the
area. Assistance and other
facilities will be provided
to the surrendered
Naxalites under the reha-
bilitation policy of the
state government.

Speaker lays stone for water
tank, pipeline work

Central Chronicle News

Khairagarh, Mar 16:
Under 'Jal Jeewan Mission'
(JJM) in Gram Khamtarai
dependent upon Gram
Panchayat Dilipur, stone
was laid by District
Panchayat 'sabhapati' -
Ghamman Sahu for con-
struction of an overhead
tank and expansion of
pipeline at the cost of Rs
62.23 lakh.

It was in the presence of
villager, Ghamman Sahu
performed prayers and
made the beginning for
start of development
work.Speaking on the occa-
sion Sahu said that it is
unde PM Jal-Jeewan
Mission that a mission has
been launched by the PM
Narendra Modi to ensure
that water reaches every
household. Under the
'Amrut Yojana', the work

that of construction of
water tank and expansion
of pipeline is being done.
He expressed gratiutde on
behalf of the villagers to-
wards PM Narendra Modi,
former CM Dr Raman
Singh, LS MP Santosh
Pandey and said that what
all development that is
being carried out in the vil-
lage is through funds from
the central government.
He charged that the state
government is last three

year's of its governance is
least bothered about devel-
opment and only playing
politics of rivalry. On this
occasion Janpad rep and
Yuwa Morcha V-P Raju
Verma, Mandal secy.
Gorelal Verma, Suresh
Verma, Ubheram Verma,
Vishnu Janghel, Ramesh
Verma, Sanjay Verma,
Maneej Verma, Ratiram
and Shiv Prasad Yadav and
other villagers were pres-
ent.

‘People of Rajim do not fall in the 
circle of religion, caste society’

Central Chronicle News

Rajim, Mar 16: The peo-
ple of Rajim area should
not fall in the circle of re-
ligion caste society, and I
have to pay attention to
the matters of develop-
ment, said Rajim MLA
Amitesh Shukla, while
addressing female stu-
dents in Deviya Samrada
Higher Secondary School.

Shukla provided cy-
cles to 104 girls of the
school under Saraswati
Cycle Scheme.Shri
Shukla further said that
political attacks, con-
spiracies keep happen-
ing, but the development
of my constituency is
my priority and I am
contributing in connect-
ing the Z generation to
the party's fold.

On this occasion,
President of Public
Participation Committee
Prakash Sahu, District
Mahila Congress
President Padma Dubey,

Ram Kumar Goswami,
Dr Anand Matawale,
District Congress Vice
President Lalchand
Meghwani, Prahlad
Gandharva, Ganesh

Gupta, Manish Dubey,
Ramkumar Sahu, Sunil
Tiwari, Manisha
Sharma, Santosh
Sonkar, Ram Narayan
Sahu, school principal

Ajit Singh Jat, Vedram
Dhruva, Kaluram
Dhruva, Govind Yadav,
Vishnu Jangde,
Tikeshwar Sahu, and
students were present.
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In Gram Khamtarai under Dilippur Gram Panchayat

Six Naxalites surrender influenced by ‘Rehabilitation Policy’
And ‘Puna Narkom Campaign’ run by Sukma District Police

Big time defaulters to undergo attachment proceedings 



‘HOLI MILAN’

Jharkhand Chief Minister Hemant Soren with MLAs during ‘Holi Milan Samaroh’ at Jharkhand Assembly premises, in Ranchi.
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BRIEF
Kidnapping
 Noida: Two people,

who allegedly kid-
napped a seven-year-
old girl from Noida in
Uttar Pradesh to “sac-
rifice” her for an oc-
cult practice on Holi,
were arrested and the
child was rescued, po-
lice said. One of the
accused, a neighbour
of the child, was find-
ing it hard to get mar-
ried and had consult-
ed an occultist, who
suggested him the
method to please the
gods in order to get
married. The occultist
has been identified
but is at large, the po-
lice said.

Rescued
 New Delhi: An in-

jured golden jackal
was rescued at Sainik
Farms here and is cur-
rently undergoing
treatment. The jackal
was severely wounded
by a metal clutch wire
that was found tightly
wrapped around its
right forelimb, NGO
Wildlife SOS said. A
resident of Sainik
Farms spotted the
wounded canid in an
unconscious state and
alerted the Wildlife
SOS 24-hour rescue
helpline. Rapid re-
sponse team rushed
and took the animal.

Robbed
 Gurugram: An elderly

woman was robbed of
her jewellery and cash
by two armed people in
broad daylight in
Surdas colony of
Faridabad.The ac-
cused were nabbed
within two hours,po-
lice said.Police said the
accused revealed that
they committed the
crime after carrying
out recce of the
woman’s house.Police
recovered a pistol and
stolen items from them.

Jailed
 Kota: An Anti

Corruption Bureau
(ACB) Court in Kota
sentenced a head con-
stable of Railway
Protection Force to
five years of imprison-
ment for taking a
bribe of Rs 2,000 a
decade back, a court
official said. The ACB
court also slapped a
fine of Rs 80,000
against him for the
bribe he took in
November 2011, said
Assistant Director
Prosecution (ADP)
Ashok Joshi.

Freed
 Jaipur: Twenty head

of cattle being smug-
gled to Haryana for
slaughter were freed
from two places in
Alwar district, police
said. Eight people
were arrested in this
connection, they said.
During checking at
two places, police
teams recovered 20
head of cattle being
smuggled to Haryana
for slaughter in vehi-
cles. The animals
were shifted to a cow
shelter, police said.

Spots
 Mumbai: The BMC

has provided Mumbai
police over 20 spots to
keep abandoned vehi-
cles that are getting
picked up as part of
an ongoing drive, an
official said. These
spots include Lodha
Public Parking Lot in
Kala Chowki, near
Juhu Depot,
Goregaon, Mulund
dumping ground,
Vikhroli village, he
said. Operation
Khatara is underway
to remove these aban-
doned vehicles, which
occupy space along
roads and put
pressure on the 
availability.

Bengaluru, Mar 16 (PTI):

The six Muslim girl stu-
dents of the Government
Pre University Girls
College in the coastal town
of Udupi did not turn up
for classes on Wednesday,
a day after their petition
seeking permission to
wear hijab inside class-
rooms was dismissed by
the Karnataka High
Court. In its 129-page order
the High Court had held

that Hijab is not an
Essential Religious
Practice and upheld the
Karnataka Government’s
order banning the use of
any cloth on the campus
that could disturb peace,
harmony and public order.

The girls stuck to their
stand that they will not
enter the college without
the headscarf and would
fight the case legally.

They were absent when
the preparatory exams of

the second pre-university
classes were going on.

In Kamala Nehru
College in Shivamogga,
which had seen distur-
bances over the Hijab row
earlier, 15 girls returned
home saying that they will
not enter college without
wearing hijab.

It was in this district
headquarters town that a
Bajrang Dal activist was
hacked to death recently,
leading to tension.

The 15 girls arrived with
burqa and hijab but the
college management
barred entry, and they de-
cided not to attend classes.
One of them told reporters
that hijab was their reli-
gious right and identity
and they cannot enter the
college without it.

“This was the last day to
submit our assignments
but we are not allowed in-
side the class. We request-
ed them (college authori-
ties) to allow us but the col-
lege said the court order
has to be followed. It is not
the fault of principal or
the teachers. Actually we
did not get justice,” anoth-
er girl said. Meanwhile, in
M u s l i m - d o m i n a t e d
Bhatkal town in Uttara
Kannada district, a section
of traders observed Bandh
to “lodge their dissatisfac-
tion” over the Karnataka
High Court order. The
Burma Bazaar, Main
Road, Madina Colony and
Navayat Colony in
Bhatkal wore deserted
look.

Some students skip classes,
exams against Hijab verdict

Students wearing burqa protest against Karnataka HC
verdict on Hijab by boycotting their internal exams in front
of IDSG college, in Chikmagalur, Wednesday.

Verdict blow to RTE
sans discrimination:

CPI(M)
New Delhi: Calling
the Karnataka High
Court verdict on hijab
a “blow” to the univer-
sal right to education
(RTE) without dis-
crimination, the
CPI(M) said the move
would push young
Muslim women out of
educational institu-
tions in Karnataka.

New Delhi, Mar 16 (PTI):

A parliamentary stand-
ing committee has high-
lighted “glaring irregular-
ities” including fictitious
and fraudulent expendi-
ture in projects related to
Accelerated Irrigation
Benefits Programme’.

The Centre’s AIBP aims
to provide financial assis-
tance to state governments
to help speed up imple-
mentation of on-going ir-
rigation projects.

The committee has also
advised the Jal Shakti
ministry to make more ef-
fective use of satellite im-
ageries to monitor the irri-
gation potential.

This report of the
Public Accounts
Committee on the action
taken by the government
on the observations and
recommendations of the
panel on AIBP further rec-
ommended that all possi-
ble support should be ex-
tended to strengthen par-
ticipatory irrigation man-
agement through Water
Users Associations.

“The Committee feels
that more effective use of
satellite imageries from

National Remote Sensing
Centre with effective rec-
onciliation from field re-
ports will go a long way in
effectively monitoring the
Irrigation Potential and
therefore, desire that the
Ministry should take all
possible steps to effective-
ly reduce the variations
between satellite im-
ageries and field verifica-
tions to the extent possi-
ble, by working with the
remote sensing authori-
ties,” the report said.

The Committee also
highlighted the “glaring
irregularities” observed
by audit with regard to fic-
titious and fraudulent ex-

penditure by the govern-
ment that has been left
“largely un-responded” to
by the government in their
reply.

“The Committee also
note the failure of the gov-
ernment to obtain the re-
sponse from the state gov-
ernment of Uttar Pradesh
on the suspected irregular
expenditure of Rs 1.47
crores and the failure to
recover a suspected irreg-
ular payment of Rs 2.63
crore in case of Karnataka
government. The
Committee recommended
the Ministry to pursue
such cases vigorously and
to its logical end,” it said.

Parl panel red flags irregularities
in irrigation projects

Mumbai, Mar 16: Adani
Electricity Mumbai Ltd
(AEML), together with the
Adani Foundation and the
MOHAN Foundation, has
launched ‘Jeevan Amrut –
The Sweetest Gift of Life’,
a program to create wide-
spread awareness about
the importance of organ
donation. The ‘Jeevan
Amrut’ awareness pro-
gram encourages people to
pledge to donate their or-
gans to save others’ lives.
Compared to countries
like Spain, Portugal, the
United States and several

others, India has a very
low organ donation rate.
This could change if more
people step up to donate
transplantable organs.

In Mumbai, more than
500 AEML employees took
the organ donation pledge.
Launching the ‘Jeevan
Amrut’ program, Dr Priti
Adani, Chairperson of the
Adani Foundation, too
signed the life-saving
pledge. “Our low organ do-

nation rate means that
half a million Indians die
because they cannot get a
transplant – although or-
gans are available,” said
Dr Priti Adani,
Chairperson, Adani
Foundation. “This is a dis-
turbing and depressing re-
ality, as these are needless
deaths. I am sure that we,
as a nation with a glorious
tradition of giving and
caring, can do much bet-

ter.” “If we are to save
more lives, we need a sig-
nificant mindset change
across the nation,” Dr
Adani added. “Most people
are still hesitant to donate
their organs – and this hes-
itation stems from all
kinds of fears, myths and
misconceptions.

We need to do more to
dispel these baseless
doubts and anxieties –
and, in this, I am humbled
by the relentless efforts
made by organisations
like the MOHAN
Foundation to educate and
motivate people to pledge
their organs.’

“A lot of work needs to
be done. India is strug-
gling with demand supply
gap in organs,” said Ms
Pallavi Kumar, Executive
Director, MOHAN
Foundation. “As a result,
many die while on the
waiting list.

Adani Electricity leads Organ Pledge drive 

Thiruvananthapuram,
Mar 16 (PTI): The Kerala
Legislative Assembly on
Wednesday passed a unan-
imous resolution, voicing
concern over the Centre’s
move to sell stakes in in-
surance behemoth LIC and
urging it to retain the insti-
tution, which played a key
role in the development of
the nation.

Chief Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan, who moved the
resolution in the Assembly,
opined that leaving the in-
surance giant to the inter-
ests of private players
would not be beneficial to
the country and hence the
union government should
revisit its decision. “The
union government is try-
ing to justify its act by
propagating that only 5 per
cent stakes will be sold
through an Initial Public
Offering (IPO) and that is

not privatisation. But it is
clear that selling shares is
the first step towards pri-
vatisation and that is the
real objective of the gov-
ernment,” he said.

He recalled that the LIC
was nationalised with an
aim to protect stakehold-
ers from the exploitation of
private companies and to
ensure that insurance cov-
erage was extended to the
weaker sections and back-
ward areas of the country.

Such an institution is
being privatised now with-
out giving any opportunity
for a detailed discussion or
examination in the
Parliament, he said and
criticised the Centre for
amending the LIC Act by
including it in the Finance
Bill. Quoting figures, the
Chief Minister also said
the public sector insur-
ance giant has so far in-
vested Rs 36.76 lakh crore
for the benefit of the socie-

ty and this mammoth
source of resource would
be over with privatisation.
The Centre, in February,
had filed draft papers with
capital market regulator
SEBI for selling 5 per cent
stake in insurance behe-
moth LIC through an ini-
tial public offering. The
IPO is 100 per cent offer for
sale (OFS) by the
Government of India and
no fresh issue of shares by
Life Insurance
Corporation (LIC). Later,
Kerala Assembly on
Wednesday witnessed a
heated war of words be-
tween Chief Minister
Pinarayi Vijayan and
Leader of Opposition V D
Satheesan over a student
clash in a government law
college here, following
which the opposition
Congress-led UDF staged a
walkout.

Kerala Assembly passes unanimous resolution against LIC IPO

Kerala Legislative Assembly

MMaadduurraaii,,  MMaarr  1166  ((PPTTII)):: The
Madras High Court has termed
the usage of mobile phones
and taking videos inside gov-
ernment office as “a grave mis-
conduct,” and directed the
Tamil Nadu government to
issue appropriate instructions
regulating their use during
office hours. Justice SM

Subramaniam also directed
that strict action be initiated
against violation of the circu-
lar/instructions in this connec-
tion. The court’s directions
came while hearing into the
plea by a state government
official challenging her suspen-
sion for filming her colleagues
during work hours that
allegedly led to a dispute, leav-
ing one person injured.
However, the Court cannot
conduct enquiry in respect of

such allegations, which all are
to be gone into by the
Disciplinary Authority at the
time of enquiry. Since there
were allegations and counter
allegations, the competent
authority has to conduct a
detailed probe based on the
documents and evidences
available as the charges are
serious in nature, the court
said. “This Court is of the con-
sidered opinion that using
mobile phones by the public
servants during office hours
has become nowadays a nor-
mal scenario. Using mobile
phones and taking videos
inside the office is a grave mis-
conduct.  The officials working
in the Government
Departments should never be
allowed to use mobile phones
inside the office for their per-
sonal use,” the judge noted.

HC terms use of mobiles in 
Govt offices as grave misconduct

Madras HC Madurai bench.

 Asks TN Govt 
to restrict usage

Patna, Mar 16 (PTI):

The Bihar Assembly re-
mained paralysed for the
second consecutive day on
Wednesday when opposi-
tion members continued
to stall proceedings,
adamant on the demand of
an apology from Chief
Minister Nitish Kumar for
the alleged insult of
Speaker Vijay Kumar
Sinha. The principal oppo-
sition party, the RJD, ap-
peared to be in a concilia-
tory mood when the House
assembled for the post-
lunch session. However, it
was now the turn of the
Left parties which togeth-
er have 20-odd MLAs who
trooped into the well,
shouting slogans against

the Chief Minister, who
was said to be away in his
home district of Nalanda.

A demand for the power
department’s budgetary
allocation was moved by
minister Bijendra Kumar
Yadav to which RJD chief
whip Lalit Yadav proposed
a cut motion. The RJD
leader thereafter pointed

to the cacophony and
urged the Chair to set the
House in order . Members
from the treasury benches
reacted to the din with be-
musement and annoyance
even as the Speaker kept
pleading that proceedings
be allowed, given that only
two days were left before
Holi vacation begins.

After pleading with the
unruly members for some
time, a visibly tired
Speaker adjourned the
proceedings till 4PM.
Earlier, the day had begun
on a stormy note when the
Speaker took the Chair, a
day after having excused
himself, apparently miffed
over the slight at the
hands of the Chief
Minister on Monday.

Turmoil in Bihar Assembly
even as Speaker takes Chair

Vijay Kumar Sinha

Mumbai, Mar 16 (PTI):

The rift between the
Maharashtra government
and Governor Bhagat
Singh Koshyari has fur-
ther escalated as the latter
has refused to give nod for
holding the state
Assembly Speaker’s elec-
tion. An official from the
Raj Bhavan informed the
state government that the
date for holding the elec-
tion cannot be fixed as the
matter is sub-judice,
sources said.

The Speaker’s post has
been lying vacant since
February last year, after
incumbent Nana Patole re-
signed to take charge as
Maharashtra Congress
president. The state Maha
Vikas Aghadi (MVA) gov-
ernment, comprising the

Shiv Sena, NCP and
Congress, had initially de-
manded that Koshyari
allow to hold the election
on March 9, and later
sought that the election be
allowed on March 16, dur-
ing the on-going budget
session of the legislature.

The secretary in-charge
of the state’s parliamen-
tary affairs department
was informed by the gov-

ernor’s principal secre-
tary that the date for hold-
ing the election cannot be
fixed since the matter is
sub-judice,” the sources
said. Patole had slammed
Koshyari for the “delay” in
approving the schedule for
holding the Speaker’s elec-
tion. He said the Congress
has finalised its candidate
for the post of Speaker and
will announce the name
once the election schedule
is announced. In the last
winter session of the
Maharashtra legislature
in December 2021, the state
government amended
rules for Speaker’s elec-
tion from ballot system to
voice vote. The new rules
envisage the open voting
method’ to elect the
Speaker and Deputy
Speaker of the Assembly.

‘Assembly Speaker’s election can’t
be held as matter sub-judice’

Bhagat Singh Koshyari

 Over 500 AEML
employees pledged to
donate their organs 

 Awareness campaign
organised by AEML,
Adani Foundation and
MOHAN Foundation 



Mexico City, Mar 16 (AP):

Another journalist was
shot to death in Mexico,
the eighth murdered so
far this year in an un-
precedented spate of
killings that has made
Mexico the most danger-
ous place in the world for
the press.

Reporters and photogra-
phers have been murdered
this year in Mexico at the
rate of almost one a week,

despite claims from the
government that the situa-
tion is under control.

Prosecutors in the west-
ern state of Michoacan
said reporter Armando
Linares was shot to death
at a home in the town of
Zitacuaro. Zitacuaro is
one of the closest towns to
the monarch butterfly
wintering grounds in the
mountains west of Mexico
City. The area has been
plagued by illegal logging

and drug gangs, local gov-
ernance disputes and de-
forestation linked to ex-
panding avocado produc-
tion.

Logging has damaged
the pine and fir forests
where the butterflies
spend the winter after mi-

grating from the United
States and Canada.

Linares served as direc-
tor at the Monitor
Michoacan website, which
continued to show an arti-
cle he had written about a
cultural festival celebrat-
ing monarch butterflies.

Beijing, Mar 16 (AFP):

China has moved to free
up hospital beds as officials
on Wednesday reported
thousands of new cases
from an Omicron-led coro-
navirus outbreak that has
put millions under lock-
down and raised fears for
the health system.

The country recorded
3,290 new Covid-19 cases on
Wednesday, including 11 se-
vere cases. The total was
down count of more than
5,000, but the highly trans-
missible variant is posing

the sternest challenge yet
to China’s ‘zero-Covid’
strategy to contain the pan-
demic. China, where the
first virus case emerged in
Wuhan in late 2019, has not
officially reported any
Covid-related deaths for
more than a year. Under
strict Covid-19 protocols,
the country previously
sent all patients with any
symptoms to specialist hos-
pitals. But a steep jump in
cases, which has led to the
17.5 million residents of
the southern tech hub of
Shenzhen being locked

down and restrictions im-
posed on Shanghai and
other cities, has driven con-
cerns over looming bed
shortages. The National
Health Commission said
patients with mild Covid
cases could isolate at a cen-
tral quarantine facility to
ease pressure on hospitals.
“Patients with Omicron
variant strains are mainly
asymptomatic infections
and mild cases, most of
them do not require seri-
ous treatment,” the health
authority said. “All admis-
sion to designated hospi-
tals will take up a lot of
medical resources.”

Images of patients lying
on gurneys outside hospi-
tals in Hong Kong, where
hospitals have been over-
run by a surge in cases,
have spooked mainland of-
ficials, who are now also
rushing to build makeshift
hospitals in some
provinces.
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BRITISM PM IN UAE

British Prime Minister Boris Johnson arrives at the Emirates Palace hotel in Abu Dhabi
during his visit to the United Arab Emirates (UAE) on Wednesday.

BRIEF
Difficult

Washington: The
complete US military
withdrawals from
Afghanistan and
Somalia last year have
made it more difficult
for the United States
to counter terror
groups that aspire to
attack America and
its allies, senior com-
manders have told
Congress.Russia and
China are both seek-
ing to bolster their in-
fluence in the Middle
East and Africa, with
Moscow being more
acute threat. Former
President Donald
Trump ordered com-
plete withdrawal.

Targets
Sanaa: A car bomb-
ing in southern
Yemen killed four peo-
ple and wounded a
dozen others, includ-
ing a senior security
commander, officials
said. No one immedi-
ately claimed respon-
sibility for the bomb-
ing but such attacks
are common in war-
torn Yemen, where
fighting between gov-
ernment forces and
Iran-backed Houthi
rebels has raged for
over seven years. The
al-Qaida and the
Islamic State groups
are also active in sev-
eral regions.

Meets
Kathmandu: Saudi
Arabia’s Foreign
Minister Prince Faisal
bin Farhan Al Saud
met Nepal Prime
Minister Sher
Bahadur Deuba at his
official residence in
Baluwatar here where
they discussed bilater-
al ties, mutual assis-
tance and security of
Nepali migrant work-
ers. The Saudi
Foreign Minister also
met Nepal President
Bidya Devi Bhandari
where various aspects
of Nepal-Saudi
Arabia relations and
matters of mutual in-
terest were discussed.

Dust 
Madrid: Spain issued
extremely poor air
quality ratings for
Madrid and a large
swath after a mass of
hot air from the
Sahara dumped dust
after crossing the
Mediterranean. The
national air quality
index qualified as ex-
tremely unfavourable
its worst rating the
capital and large parts
of the southeast coast.

Exits
San Juan: Puerto
Rico’s government
formally exited bank-
ruptcy, completing the
largest public debt re-
structuring in US his-
tory after announcing
nearly seven years ago
that it was unable to
pay its more than 70
billion debt. The exit
means that the
Caribbean territory’s
government will re-
sume billion-dollar
payments to bond-
holders for the first
time in several years,
settle some 1 billion
worth of claims filed
by residents and local
businesses.

Charged
Miami: A leader in
the far-right Proud
Boys extremist group
will remain jailed
until his trial on
charges that he re-
motely led a plot to
stop Congress’ certifi-
cation of Joe Biden’s
2020 presidential vic-
tory. In a Miami court-
room, US Magistrate
Judge Lauren F Louis
cited the danger that
prosecutors say Henry
Enrique Tarrio poses
to the community.

Kyiv, Mar 16 (AFP):

Images of Ukrainian
troops carrying Javelin
missile launchers on their
shoulders have flashed
around the world, making
the anti-tank weapon —
capable of piercing the
most sophisticated armor,
and particularly useful in
guerrilla warfare — a
symbol of Ukrainian re-
sistance to Russia’s inva-
sion.

Western states, which
want to support Ukraine
militarily without enter-
ing into direct conflict

with Russia, have mas-
sively stepped arms deliv-
eries to the Ukrainian
army since Moscow
launched its invasion on
February 24. According to

a senior US official, the
Ukrainians have already
received some 17,000 anti-
tank weapons from vari-
ous Western countries, in-
cluding several hundred

Javelin launchers, and
Washington announced
on Saturday new military
aid totalling $200 million
and including the anti-
tank weapon.

Ukrainian forces have
also received thousands of
other anti-tank weapons,
including British NLAWs,
Swedish-made AT4s and
Carl-Gustavs, German
Panzerfausts and Spanish
Instalaza C90s.

But it is the US-made
Javelin that has become
the weapon of choice, to
the point that a meme cir-
culating on social media
has transformed it into a
religious icon borne by
Mary Magdalene, an em-
blematic saint of the
Orthodox church.

Javelin missile becomes 
symbol of Ukraine’s resistance

A Ukrainian soldier launches Javelin missile against a
Russian tank.

 Each replacement
missile costs
around USD 78,000

China boosts bed spaces 
as COVID-19 spreads

A health worker (C) helps people to fill information at
Shanghai Jin’an Central Hospital, in Shanghai on Wednesday.

Journalist killed in Mexico, eighth so far this year

Seoul, Mar 16 (AP):

A North Korean missile
fired from its capital re-
gion exploded in mid-air
in an apparent failed
launch on Wednesday,
South Korea’s military
said, amid speculation
that the North could soon
launch its biggest long-
range missile in its most
significant provocation in
years. Details of the mis-
sile explosion weren’t im-
mediately known. But the
launch, the 10th of its kind
this year, shows North
Korea is determined to
press ahead on its push to
modernize its weapons ar-
senal and pressure its ri-
vals into making conces-
sions amid dormant denu-
clearization talks. The
North Korean missile
blew up while it was flying

at an altitude of about 20
kilometers (12.4 miles), a
South Korean military of-
ficial said requesting
anonymity because he
wasn’t publicly authorized
to speak to media on the
issue. He said the cause of
the explosion wasn’t
known.

South Korea’s Joint
Chiefs of Staff earlier said
in a statement that the
launch made from the
Pyongyang region around
9:30 a.m. apparently failed.
It said South Korean and
US intelligence authori-
ties were analyzing details
of the launch.

North Korean missile 
exploded in air in failed launch

People watch a TV screen showing a news about North
Koreas missile with file footage, at a train station in Seoul,
South Korea, Wednesday.

VViieennnnaa,,  MMaarr  1166  ((AAFFPP)):: Russia’s
invasion of Ukraine has
revealed the “shaking founda-
tion” of democracy, Chinese
dissident artist Ai Weiwei said
as he unveiled what he said
was the biggest retrospective
of his work to date.

Reflecting on the war and
the massive refugee crisis it
has created, Ai expressed fears
for “our... so-called peaceful
life since World War Two”
“Suddenly we feel the... foun-
dation is shaking of democracy

and freedom,” he told journal-
ists in Vienna. He was speaking
at the Albertina Modern gallery
where the show, “In Search of
Humanity”, opened on
Wednesday. While condemning
Russia’s invasion of its neigh-
bour as “unacceptable”, Ai
expressed concern about
increasing global divisions. A
“Cold War psychology is not
going to work”, he said.

The new exhibition, which
he described as “critical and
radical”, displays several
works that are responses to the
experiences of those fleeing
war and persecution.

There is a striking arrange-
ment of life jackets found on
the shores of the Greek island
of Lesbos, arranged around a
giant crystal ball in a lotus-like
installation. That piece is also
typical of the monumental
nature of much of the work on
show, which comprises more
than 50 tonnes of material.

Ai Weiwei warns of ‘shaking
foundation’ of democracy

Chinese artist Ai Weiwei 
attends at his exhibition ‘In

Search of Humanity’ at
Albertina museum in Vienna.

NNeeww  YYoorrkk,,  MMaarr  1166  ((PPTTII)):: US
prosecutors have started
negotiating a plea deal with
Pakistani terrorist and 9/11
mastermind Khalid Shaikh
Mohammed and four others
currently lodged in the Guant
namo Bay detention camp, a
move which could result in the
commutation of their death
sentence to life imprison-
ment, according to a media
report. 

The New York Times’ report
said that the plea deal would
undoubtedly disappoint, if not
enrage, death-penalty advo-
cates among the victims’ fam-
ily members. 

The unprecedented terror
attack on September 11, 2001
destroyed the twin towers of
the iconic World Trade Center
(WTC) in New York, killing

nearly 3,000 people, including
many Indians. The report said
that other family members,
including those troubled by
the role of the US torture in
the case and the delays, might
see it as a fitting conclusion. 

While no deal is expected
soon, guilty pleas resulting in
life sentences could force the
Biden administration to modi-
fy its ambition of ending
detention operations at Guant
namo Bay and instead rebrand
it as a military prison for a
few men, it said.

Pakistani 9/11 mastermind
could be spared death penalty 

Khalid Shaikh Mohammed

 As US prosecutors
negotiate plea deal
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Rejection
Somewhere I read a lovely

quote about love. Yugoslav
writer Mesa Selimovic said,
"Everyone says love hurts. But
that's not true. Rejection hurts.
Losing someone hurts... Love is
the only thing in this world that
covers up all pain and makes
someone feel wonderful
again." And these words made
me think for a while. Does love
really hurt us? No. Actually, no.
There is a very thin line
between what hurts and what
makes us feel special. And in
case of love since the two are
intermixed with each other, we
get confused to point out. Over
and over again we all misun-
derstand the pain we get from
being rejected or cheated or
neglected as the wound of love.
But if we see minutely, love
brings peace to one's mind.
Love makes our mind happy
and healthy. A passionate lover
only knows that the feeling of
love makes the world new to a
person who is even deep root-
ed in pain and frustration. A
person who carries love feels
wholeness, fulfillment and
completion within himself or
herself, which makes them feel
alive. Sitting by the window
seat of the bus, lying on the
bed, our mind flies somewhere.
We dive into the ocean of imag-
ination. It's because love
dwells in everyone's heart.
Silently we roam somewhere
behind our common appear-
ance, as renowned poet
William Wordsworth said, "I
wandered lonely as a cloud/
That floats on high o'er vales
and hills." Everyone is the lover
of their own, lover of someone
special, the lover of this world.
We see beauty in people
because of love, for love the
world is attractive. People go
away. Everything changes. But
Love stays. Memory stays. We
stay and hence the world
seems so beautiful even at the
time of sunset.

MMaammaannii,,  vviiaa  eemmaaiill

Uniform
Since our school days, we

have followed the school uni-
form. Whatever colour or the
type of cloth the school man-
agement prescribed the stu-
dents have put on without any
question. Now, in Karnataka
some organizations and other
radical groups are brainwash-
ing female Muslim students to
wear Hijab and attend the
school. School is considered
as temple of education and
anybody indulging in polluting
the system should be dealt
with hard. The Constitution
has given us the right to follow
religion, but hardcore reli-
gious practices should be left
at home when a child goes to
school. School uniform gives
the students a feeling of one-
ness, irrespective of religion,
caste, creed or other things. I
appeal to those misguided
students to abandon those
radical groups and come to
school/college as students.
Religious politics can be
played on other turf, but not in
school.

PPuurraabbii,,  vviiaa  eemmaaiill

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

WHAT THEY TWEET!

BBiirreennddeerr  DDhhaannooaa
@@bbssddhhaannooaa

When an individual's
mind is made up based on
preconceived ideas and
an accepted narrative,
attempts to change it
using rational arguments
and presenting facts is
the equivalent of placat-
ing a ravenous tiger with
ice cream??

SShhiivvaannii@@TTaa__ppeessttrryy
Everyone who hasn't uttered a word
or are straightforward denying the
reality of Kashmir should never shout
again about supporting minorities.
Liberal circles incapable of digesting
the real facts and thus invalidating
the 'liberal' word themselves by def-
inition. What a shame.

AAnnnnee@@aannnneeaapppplleebbaauumm
I hope people who are interested in
in post-colonial studies and the
history of imperialism will study
the Russian war in Ukraine. It's a
textbook illustration of how a for-
mer imperial power dehumanizes
its former subjects, so much that it
has no problem killing them.

DDeebbaasshhiisshh@@ddeebbssttrraacctt

This resonates right. Plus,
coming from a very non-tra-
ditional academic back-
ground the biggest differ-
ence for me personally was,
acceptance. The ability to
build a niche tech career
without the facing the rudi-
mentary judgements and
biases was the most notable

experience for me.

AAppaarrnnaa  BBoossee@@AAppaarrnnaaBBoossee44
Back to base!

kksshhiittiizz@@kksshhiittiizz__mm
We should look at an active role play
by govt to increase the cult of equi-
ty investing. This will reduce
dependency of FII flows and will
broad base the capital markets.
Common man in a structure st can
participate and benefit form  a
growth of our nation.

I ndia is rolling out ambitious measures over the
coming weeks to try to establish the country as

a dominant exporter of high-quality wheat as im-
porters scramble for supplies following Russia's inva-
sion of Ukraine. The measures, which should be im-
plemented over the course of around two weeks, in-
clude ensuring government approved laboratories
test the quality of wheat for export, making extra rail
wagons available for transport and working with
port authorities to give priority to wheat exports.
India, the world's biggest wheat producer after
China, has been pursuing deals to export wheat and
take advantage of surplus stocks at home and a
sharp rise in global prices. While there have not yet
been global disruptions to wheat supplies, prices
have surged 55 percent since before the invasion
amid concerns about what could happen next. If the
war is prolonged, countries that rely on affordable
wheat exports from Ukraine could face shortages
starting in July. This is seen in the context of India's
food grains production. India has world's largest area
of fertile land and now government wants Indian
farmer to be breadbasket for other poor countries.
The latest estimates, released by agriculture min-
istry, shows the foodgrains' output in 2021-22 is ex-
pected to be 6 million tonnes (MT) nearly 2 percent
more than the overall production of 310 MT in the
previous year. Russia and Ukraine are Europe's
breadbasket, the International Food Policy Research
Institute estimates that their exports represent 12
percent of all the food calories traded in the world.
The two countries account for almost 30 percent of
global wheat exports, almost 20 percent of corn ex-
ports, and more than 80 percent of the world supply
of sunflower oil.

Those exports are stalled for different reasons in
Ukraine by Russia's invasion, and in Russia by global
sanctions but the net effect is the same. It's as if Iowa
and Illinois, the heart of US grain production, were
ripped off the map. It's worth remembering that the
last time food prices were this high in 2008 and 2009,
it caused civil unrest all over the world. There were
riots in Haiti, South America, and South Asia. The
price of bread was one spark for the Arab Spring,
which began in 2010. Experts worry similar unrest
might lurk in the near future as poor countries get
outbid for grain by richer ones. Tang Renjian,
China's minister of agriculture and rural affairs, re-
cently told that heavy rainfall and flooding in fall 2021
delayed the seeding of about one-third of the coun-
try's winter wheat crop. A pre-winter survey of ex-
perts concluded that the amount of wheat that will
make the top two grades could be down by more than
20 percentage points. Almost all of China's wheat is
winter wheat and the planting delays likely made the
crop more susceptible to disease and winterkill, so
there could indeed be yield and quality issues. The
crop is grown in the central and northern parts of
the country. Harvest will begin in the most southern
regions shortly and will continue through May in the
north. China imported 9.77 million tonnes of wheat
in 2021. A worsening drought in the southern US
Plains is threatening the region's winter wheat crop
just as the Ukraine crisis dents global supplies. Some
farmers in southwestern Kansas, the top US wheat
producing state, have not received much measurable
rain or snow since October. Winter wheat is planted
in autumn, lays dormant in winter and begins send-
ing up green shoots in spring. Proper soil moisture is
critical at this stage for the crop to thrive. Amid such
global crisis, the Indian farmer is going to provide
food to both India and other countries.

Indian wheat for world

‘T he Kashmir Files’ film has created havoc at
the box office. Despite other big releases in the

theatres and minimal promotions, the film's collec-
tion shows no signs of dropping. It earned Rs 60.20
crore in five days Theatre owners are predicting the
film will not only cross the Rs 100-crore mark in tick-
et sales, but go on to enter the Rs 200-crore club. 'The
Kashmir Files' chronicles the exodus of Kashmiri
Pandits and the subsequent genocide in the early
1990s at the hands of separatists. Made at a cost of
around Rs 8-10 crore, 'The Kashmir Files' is ruling the
box office despite being a small-budget venture. The
film may set trend for low budget narrative story-
telling about historical events in India. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi said that such films reveal
the truth and claimed that there has been a conspira-
cy to discredit it. Modi took a swipe at the critics of
the films and said that they are furious because the
recently-released movie is foregrounding the truth
that was deliberately kept hidden. The depiction of
violence and suffering is overwhelming and can
often prompt the audience to take sides by witnessing
appalling atrocities.

Due to its portrayal of real events, many political
controversies have arisen around India. A few pro-
BJP supporters in Kerala claimed that the film was
being screened in only a few theatres in the state.
However, the film exhibitors association of Kerala
denied that there has been any such pressure. Amid
all the hullabaloo, the IMDB page of the film, after re-
ceiving unusual voting activity, posted that it is going
to use an alternate weighting method to determine
the rating. Twitter users have been showering the
film with appreciation. Many feel that this film dis-
covers a lot of untold stories buried deep inside the
country's history and at the same time makes people
question the system. People have even declared the
film as 'the most hard-hitting film' in recent times.
Many viewers took to other social media platforms to
talk about how the film had affected them emotional-
ly. While some called 'The Kashmir Files' a film differ-
ent from other Bollywood film some also shared their
views about the issues the movie talked about. Not
just usual politics, but the film has stirred narrative
on social media and mass entertainment channels.

Low budget storytelling
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A woman looks at a painting titled 'Paysage de mesures' by French artist Fabrice Hyber for exhibition 'You are a tree' at Les
Franciscaines museum in Deauville, France.

EXHIBITION ON TREES

W e've known for years now
that rates of short-sighted-

ness (scientifically known as my-
opia) are rising globally. Some esti-
mates even suggest that half of the
world's population will be short-
sighted by 2050. In the UK and
Europe alone, rates of short-sight-
edness have doubled in the last 50
years. But we still aren't completely
sure why these rates are rising so
significantly and who might be most
at risk. This is what a recent study
set out to understand. Looking at
data from 107,442 participants aged
40-69, the researchers confirmed
that rates of myopia have increased
significantly in the UK in all age
groups and showed that education
level and ethnicity may also be
linked to greater risk.

They found that there was a jump
in the number of people with short-
sightedness when they compared
participants born between 1965-
1970 with those born between 1939-
1944 going from 20 percent of the
population having myopia to nearly
30 percent. They also found that a
greater number of people were de-
veloping short-sightedness in adult-
hood. Those who developed short-
sightedness in childhood were also
shown to become highly short-
sighted and at greater risk of devel-

oping serious eye conditions in
adulthood.

To get a better picture of whether
certain groups were more at risk
than others, the researchers com-
pared participants by gender, eth-
nicity and education level. While
previous studies have found that
women are more short-sighted on
average particularly at younger
ages others have found no differ-
ence between men and women.
This study found women had a 24
percent increased risk of developing
myopia in childhood but were 12
percent less likely to develop my-
opia in adulthood. It's uncertain why
this is – but it might be due to differ-
ences in lifestyle or the hormonal
changes men and women experi-
ence. Looking then at ethnicity, the
researchers found that there was a
higher prevalence of myopia in peo-
ple who were Chinese. In fact,
Chinese participants had a 240 per-
cent greater risk of developing
short-sightedness in childhood com-
pared to white participants.
Interestingly, all other ethnicities
appeared to have a reduced risk of
developing myopia in childhood
though this might be due to the fact
that UK Biobank data has fewer par-
ticipants from ethnic minority back-
grounds.

These findings relate to what pre-
vious studies have shown, with re-
search suggesting there's a greater
prevalence of myopia in east Asia
and in people of Asian descent. One
study looking at young men in Seoul
found that almost 97 percent of 19-
year-olds were myopic. Again, it's
not certain why this group has high-
er rates of short-sightedness. Some
theorise it could be caused by
lifestyle factors during childhood,
such as greater focus on education.
The researchers also looked at the
impact that education had on short-
sightedness. They found that the

more years spent in education, the
greater the risk a person had of de-
veloping short-sightedness in both
childhood and adulthood. They also
showed that the youngest partici-
pants (those born between 1965-
1970) who had a university educa-
tion were eight times more likely to
develop myopia in childhood com-
pared to those that had no formal
education qualifications. Previous
studies have also shown that people
who spent more years in education
are more likely to develop myopia.

The nuanced relationship be-
tween ethnicity and education was
also explored. Having no formal ed-
ucational qualifications was linked
with lower risk of becoming short-
sighted, as expected. This was most
visibly shown in Chinese partici-
pants, where having no qualifica-
tions did not change their risk of de-
veloping myopia. However, Chinese
participants that had higher level
qualifications (such as a university
degree) had the largest risk of my-
opia across the whole study.
Although it's clear that education
has a large hand in the development
of myopia, the direct cause is un-
known. Some argue that more time
spent reading and using screens
may be to blame. There's now evi-
dence even suggesting a link be-
tween home-schooling during
COVID-19 lockdowns and greater
amounts of myopia in Chinese chil-
dren potentially because more time
is being spent indoors.

We know that spending greater
time in sunlight seems to reduce the
risk of developing myopia. Why this
works is not clear. The most recent
research suggests that it may be the
lack of visible violet light indoors
that causes the problem and if we
spend time outdoors in daylight we
are exposed to ample violet light.
The LEDs and fluorescent lights
often used in our homes and schools

contain little violet light, and violet
light does not pass through materi-
als such as the UV-protected specta-
cles and the glass in windows. There
are options for soft or rigid designs
of contact lenses, and both types as
well as correcting the blurred dis-
tance vision also alter the image in
the periphery and this seems to con-
trol the growth of the eye. All these
interventions slow the myopia pro-
gression by about 50 percent.
Spending more time in sunlight may
also help slow down progression of
myopia in children.

But the significant increase in
short-sightedness is concerning for
a number of reasons. For a person
with myopia, having to wear glasses
or contact lenses can be costly.
More significantly, it also puts them
at greater risk of eye diseases such
as myopic maculopathy and retinal
detachments, which can both per-
manently affect eyesight. Not only
could this seriously impact a per-
son's way of life, it would also put a
greater financial strain on health-
care systems. Short-sightedness in
children is even more concerning, as
they're more likely to develop into
severe myopia which is more likely
to lead to these eye problems as a
result. While you can't change ge-
netics which is one of the causes of
myopia there are a number of ac-
tions you can take to lower the risk
of developing short-sightedness
during childhood. Spending time
outdoors has continued to demon-
strate a protective effect against de-
veloping short-sightedness. But for
children who may already be short-
sighted, specialised spectacles and
contact lenses are available that
have demonstrated success in re-
ducing myopia progression.

((NNeeeemmaa  GGhhoorrbbaannii  iiss  lleeccttuurreerr  aanndd
SSoopphhiiee  CCoovveerrddaallee  iiss  OOppttoommeettrriisstt  aatt

UUnniivveerrssiittyy  ooff  BBrraaddffoorrdd  iinn  UUKK..))

Short-sightedness is on rise in 
both children and adults

RReezziinnaa@@RReezziinnaaSSuullttaannaa
When I look at the different
parts of India and when I feel
about Bengal, I feel iam leav-
ing in a different country! I
never feel abandoned here,
Bengali is such a beautiful
community that always rejects
'regressive thoughts'!

NEEMA GHORBANI &
SOPHIE COVERDALE
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BRIEF

Plans

New Delhi: Tata
Starbucks on
Wednesday an-
nounced that it is
planning to open eight
airport stores in six
cities to expand its
network in the coun-
try. Tata Starbucks
CEO Sushant Dash
said this year has
been fruitful for the
company in terms of
expansion for market.

Raises
New Delhi: Mumbai-
based startup Spice
Story on Wednesday
said it has raised
funds from Agility
Ventures, Maxar.vc,
Nafa capital and select
FMCG industry lead-
ers. The company did
not divulge the quan-
tum of funds raised,
but said that the capi-
tal will largely be used
to bolster the distribu-
tion network and
build scale on the on-
line platforms.

Inducts

New Delhi: Ola
Electric on Wednesday
announced the induc-
tion of EV battery de-
signer and former LG
Chem Power CEO
Prabhakar Patil on its
board as it pushes
ahead with its plans for
large-scale manufac-
turing of batteries for
core R&D expertise.

Incubated
New Delhi: Electric
vehicles start-up
Trouve Motor on
Wednesday said it has
been incubated in
FasterCapital's 'Raise
Capital' program to
raise about USD 3 mil-
lion (over Rs 20 crore)
for its seed funding
round. FasterCapital,
one of the top venture
capital firms based in
Dubai, will connect
Trouve Motors with its
vast network of angel
investors through this
program. The idea is to
raise funds to the tune
of USD 25 million later.

Buys
New Delhi: Hatsun
Agro Product Ltd
Chairman and
Managing Director
Chandramogan RG
has bought company's
shares worth nearly
Rs 25 crore through an
open market transac-
tion. According to the
block deal data on
NSE, he purchased
2.08 lakh shares at an
average price of Rs
1,194 apiece. This took
the total deal value to
Rs 24.83 crore.

Launches
Kolkata: The Indo-
Australian Chamber
of Commerce (IACC)
launched its East
India chapter here to
promote trade and in-
vestment between
Australia and the east-
ern region. Australia's
Minister for Trade,
Tourism and
Investment Dan Tehan
said launch was well-
timed as both coun-
tries were in process
of concluding interim
free trade agreement
as a stepping stone for
Comprehensive
Economic
Cooperation
Agreement (CECA).

New Delhi, Mar 16 (PTI):

Lack of professionals
with standardised skillset
in environmental, social
and governance (ESG) do-
main is proving to be a
major roadblock for India
to realise its net zero emis-
sion goals by 2050, accord-
ing to experts.

As per Think Change
Forum, an independent
think tank, the size of ESG
investments in India
ranges from USD 30-40 bil-
lion and is growing rapidly.

To make quick all-round
progress, ESG adopters in
India need the right finan-
cial resources, technical
resources, and human re-
sources in the form of ESG
professionals and experts.

"While progress has
been made on the first two
aspects, challenges with re-
spect to a pipeline of ESG
experts and human re-

sources need urgent atten-
tion," Think Change
Forum said.

Taking part in a round-
table organised by the
think tank, Kumar
Subramanian, Founding
Partner and Managing
Director, Sculpt Partners, a
sustainability centric advi-
sory firm, said,"Over the
years, in India, we seem to
have made some progress
as far as sustainable fi-
nancing and technology
are concerned, but today,
we really need to jump-
start the process of creat-
ing a pool of skilled ESG
professionals who can
work at the cross-section of
business and sustainabili-
ty." As is the case with
many mission-critical en-
terprise agendas, progres-

sion on ESG matters re-
quires a combination of fi-
nancial capital, technolo-
gy, as well as investments
in human capital, he
added.

Expressing similar
views, Larsen & Toubro
Ltd Head Corporate
Sustainability Pradeep
Panigarhi said as far as
ESG targets are con-
cerned, there is a need to
have the "right expertise
within the team".

"You need to build real
expertise; just giving train-
ing or introducing another
capacity-building pro-
gramme doesn't help. You
need to understand the
nitty-gritty of the busi-
ness. Then only things
work," Panigarhi added.

Purnamita Dasgupta,

Chair Professor and Head,
Environmental and
Resource Economics Unit,
Institute of Economic
Growth, pointed out that
while it may be easier for
large-cap companies to
progress in certain areas
like ESG, it may not be pos-
sible for smaller enterpris-
es to do so. "The key ques-
tion is, how do MSMEs
cope with the situation,
and how do we really bring
them into the ESG fold?
While there are a lot of op-
portunities, opportunities
become important when
we are able to place them
in context," Dasgupta said.

Think Change Forum
said considering the ur-
gency of the matter, it is
imperative to find creative
solutions that can equip
existing professionals to
work on the ESG agenda in
the short term and and in
the long term, industries
and academia work in
close collaboration to de-
velop a pool of ESG talent
that is industry ab-
sorbable.

Lack of skilled ESG professionals
roadblock for net-zero goal

Current set of 
consultants in field
are untested

Mumbai, Mar 16 (PTI):

Equity benchmark
Sensex surged over 1,000
points on Wednesday to re-
claim the 56,000-level, boost-
ed by intense buying in IT,
banking and financial
stocks amid growing hopes
of a breakthrough in
Russia-Ukraine negotia-
tions.

Strong global cues also
propped up the domestic in-
dices, traders said.

The 30-share BSE index
closed 1,039.80 points or 1.86
per cent higher at 56,816.65.
Likewise, the NSE Nifty
jumped 312.35 points or 1.87
per cent to end at 16,975.35.

Ultratech Cement was
the top gainer in the Sensex
pack, spurting nearly 5 per
cent, followed by Axis
Bank, IndusInd Bank,
HDFC, Bajaj Finserv,
Infosys and Bajaj Finance.
On the other hand, Sun

Pharma and PowerGrid
were the laggards.

Elsewhere in Asia, bours-
es in Tokyo, Seoul, Hong
Kong and Shanghai closed
with healthy gains.

Stock exchanges in
Europe were also trading
significantly higher in mid-
session deals.

France’s CAC 40 jumped
3% to 6,543.96 while
Germany’s DAX added
2.9% to 14,315.13. Britain’s
FTSE 100 rose 1% to
7,246.72. The future for the
Dow industrials was up
1.1% and the S&P 500 future
gained 1.3%. The Hang
Seng gained 9.1% to
20,087.50. The Shanghai
Composite index added
3.5% to 3,170.71. Japan’s
benchmark Nikkei 225 rose
1.6% to finish at 25,762.01.
Australia’s S&P/ASX 200
added 1.1% to 7,175.20.
South Korea’s Kospi gained
1.4% to 2,659.23.

Sensex rallies over 1,000 pts,
Nifty nears 17,000

Mumbai, Mar 16 (PTI):

The rupee spurted by 42
paise to a nearly two-week
high of 76.20 against the US
dollar on Wednesday, track-
ing positive domestic equi-
ties and Asian currencies
ahead of the US Federal
rate hike decision.

At the interbank forex
market, the local unit
opened at 76.40 against the
greenback and witnessed
an intra-day high of 76.19
and a low of 76.44.

The rupee quoted at 76.20,
registering a rise of 42 paise
over its previous close of
76.62. "Rupee appreciated
against US dollar taking
cues from stronger Asian
currencies and risk-on
moods. Forex markets are
little tepid ahead of
Wednesday's Fed decision
while US 10-year bond
yields retraced after touch-
ing 2.20 per cent, the highest
level since 2019," said Dilip
Parmar, Research Analyst,
HDFC Securities.

The US Federal Reserve
likely to raise rates by
25bps, as well as penciling
further such hikes this year
amid higher inflation.

Rupee spurts 42
paise at 76.20
against USD, 

bullion declines

New Delhi, Mar 16 (PTI):

As many as 347 foreign di-
rect investment (FDI) pro-
posals, worth about Rs
75,951 crore, have been re-
ceived by the government
from countries sharing land
border with India since
April 18, 2020, Parliament
was informed on
Wednesday.

Out of 347, 66 proposals
have so far been granted ap-
proval by the government
and 193 cases have been re-
jected or closed or with-
drawn, Minister of State for
Commerce and Industry
Som Parkash said in a writ-
ten reply to the Lok Sabha.

"Since 18th April, 2020,
347 FDI proposals have been
received by the government
from countries sharing land

border with India or where
the beneficial owner of an
investment into India is sit-
uated in or is a citizen of
any such country...The
value of investments pro-
posed in the aforemen-
tioned proposals received
by the government is ap-
proximately Rs 75,951
crore," he said. In April 2020,
the government had made
its prior approval mandato-
ry for foreign investments
from countries that share
land border with India to

curb opportunistic
takeovers of domestic firms
following the COVID-19 pan-
demic. Countries which
share land border with
India are China,
Bangladesh, Pakistan,
Bhutan, Nepal, Myanmar
and Afghanistan. As per
that decision, FDI proposals
from these countries need
government approval for in-
vestments in India in any
sector. The 66 approved pro-
posals are from sectors in-
cluding automobile (7),
chemicals (5), computer
software and hardware (3),
pharma (4), education (1),
electronics (8), food process-
ing (2), information and
broadcasting (1), machine
tools (1), petroleum and nat-
ural gas (1), power (1), serv-
ices sector (11).

347 FDI proposals received from
countries sharing land border

New Delhi, Mar 16 (PTI):

Union Minister Nitin
Gadkari on Wednesday
launched green hydrogen-
based advanced fuel cell
electric vehicle (FCEV),
Toyota Mirai, and said this
is the first-of-its-kind proj-
ect in India that aims to
create an ecosystem for
such vehicles in the coun-
try.

Speaking at the event,
Gadkari said FCEV, pow-
ered by hydrogen, is one of
the best zero-emission so-
lutions.

It is completely environ-
ment-friendly with no
tailpipe emissions other
than water, the road trans-
port and highways minis-
ter said.

He added that green hy-
drogen can be generated
from renewable energy
and abundantly available
biomass. Gadkari noted

that the introduction and
adoption of technology to
tap into the green hydro-
gen's potential will play a
key role in securing a
clean and affordable ener-
gy future for India.

Toyota Kirloskar Motor,
along with the
International Center for
Automotive Technology
(ICAT), is conducting a

pilot project to study and
evaluate the world's most
advanced FCEV Toyota
Mirai, which runs on hy-
drogen, on Indian roads
and climatic conditions.

Union Minister for
Petroleum and Natural
Gas Hardeep Singh Puri,
Union Power Minister RK
Singh and Heavy
Industries Minister

Mahendra Nath Pandey
were also present at the
event. Toyota Mirai has
several features. The
torque surges from the
moment the accelerator is
pressed for the smooth ac-
celeration of an FCEV up
to any speed.

The compact, high-out-
put FC stack is located
under the hood, and the
motor and drive battery
are in the rear. Optimal
placement of the FC stack
including the hydrogen
fuel tank achieve an opti-
mal 50:50 weight distribu-
tion between the front and
the rear. Based on the GA-
L platform that has estab-
lished a reputation as a
platform for high-end rear-
wheel-drive vehicles, the
structures of various
parts including the rear
have been redesigned to
create greatly enhanced
body rigidity.

Gadkari launches hydrogen fuel cell EV Toyota Mirai

Union minister Nitin Gadkari launches FCEV Toyota Mirai with 
Dr Mahendra Nath Pandey and RK Singh, in New Delhi on Wednesday. 

New Delhi, Mar 16 (PTI):

Italian superbike maker
Ducati on Wednesday
launched a special an-
niversary edition of its
Panigale V2 motorcycle in
India priced at Rs 21.3 lakh
(ex-showroom).

Christened as 'Panigale
V2 Bayliss 1st
Championship 20th
Anniversary', the limited
edition bike is charac-
terised by the special cele-
bratory livery inspired by
the Ducati 996 R of the
first World Superbike title
won by Troy Bayliss in
2001, Ducati India said in a
statement.

The bike is 3 kg lighter
from the standard version
Panigale V2 due to the
adoption of a lithium-ion
battery and the choice of
the single-seater configu-

ration, it added. It is pow-
ered by a 955 cc twin-cylin-
der engine with a maxi-
mum power of 155 hp at
10,750 rpm and a maxi-
mum torque of 104 Nm at
9,000 rpm.

"As a brand, we take rac-
ing very seriously and we
take pride in being one of
the few brands in the
world that constantly
bring learnings from the
racetrack to the Ducatisti.

"We're elated to intro-
duce this special motorcy-

cle in the Indian market so
that racing fans from
across the country can get
their hands on this unique
and numbered edition of
the Panigale V2," Ducati
India Managing Director
Bipul Chandra said.

Talking about the
graphics, it gets number
21 written on the side pan-
els, and under the front
windshield. It also gets an
autograph embossed on a
fuel tank with Bayliss’s
race number “21” on it.
The Ducati Panigale V2
Bayliss edition gets a new
color scheme that is red,
green, and white color
triple-tone paint. The
Ducati Panigale V2
Bayliss Edition is built on
an aluminum frame. This
special edition is
equipped with the rider
saddle only.

Ducati launches spl anniversary
edition Panigale V2 at Rs 21.3 lakh

New Delhi, Mar 16 (PTI):

The High Court of
Andhra Pradesh uphold-
ing the sanctity of PPAs
(power purchase agree-
ments) is a positive devel-
opment for the renewable
energy sector, ICRA said
on Wednesday.

The High Court of
Andhra Pradesh vide its
order on March 15, 2022 in
the matter of PPA tariff
renegotiation for wind and
solar power projects, has
directed the state discoms
to honor the terms of the
signed PPAs and clear the
pending payments, as per
the agreed tariff under the
PPA within six weeks

from the date of the order.
"The order issued by the

AP High Court upholding
the sanctity of the signed
PPAs is a significant posi-
tive development for the
renewable energy sector
and thus, will provide a
major liquidity relief for

the affected IPPs in the
state," Girishkumar
Kadam, Senior Vice
President & Co-Group
Head - Corporate ratings,
ICRA, said in the state-
ment. According to
Kadam, pending resolu-
tion of PPA tariff renego-

tiation matters has been a
key concern for the RE
sector and in turn affected
the credit profile of wind
and solar IPPs in AP, espe-
cially the entities belong-
ing to relatively weaker
sponsor groups.

However, he stated that
timely implementation of
the HC order by the dis-
coms is a key factor, given
the weak financial profile
of the discoms in AP
marked by continued loss-
es and large debt depend-
ence. The AP High Court
has set aside its previous
order issued in September
2019, by a single judge
bench of the HC, ICRA
said in a statement.

Order upholding sanctity of PPAs positive
for renewable energy producersMumbai, Mar 16: 

As people across the
country embrace a new
lifestyle and head back to
work in a safe manner,
Flipkart, India’s home-
grown e-commerce mar-
ketplace shares some in-
teresting trends that re-
flect fashion and beauty
choices transitioning from
loungewear to office wear,
and from trendy beauty
products to more organic
and cleaner alternatives.

Over the past two
months, organic demand
for workwear classics has
skyrocketed including
white shirts and formal
trousers witnessing a
spike of over 70% and
107% respectively.

Traction in the suits cate-
gory has also picked up
disproportionately in met-
ros, especially in the pre-
mium segment with
brands such as Raymond,
Louis Philippe, Park
Avenue and Blackberrys,
with several Value Brands
growing at over a 100+% Y-
o-Y. Similarly, the demand
for makeup and deo com-
bos increased with women
preferring organic and
clean brands choices. As
wearing masks became
crucial, the demand for
Eye makeup drastically in-
creased. 2021 also wit-
nessed an uptick in
Makeup and Fragrance
category by 46% while the
premium product ranges
grew by 55%.

Flipkart shares some
interesting trends

SGX Nifty IFSC to
run on TCS trading

platform
Mumbai, Mar 16 (PTI):
Tata Consultancy Services, which
controls over 40 per cent of the
capital markets infrastructure
solutions, has won a contract
from Singapore Stock Exchange
to run trading and settlement
platforms for the upcoming SGX
Nifty Exchange at International
Financial Services Centre in
Gandhinagar.
To be known as NSE IFSC-SGX
Connect, the platform will help
Singaporean exchange members
to deal in Nifty derivatives at the
NSE IFSC, which is likely to be
functional from the mid-year.
Nifty derivatives contracts on the
SGX are among the most traded,
as they are used by global
investors to hedge their exposure
to India. SGX Nifty is a joint ven-
ture of NSE and Singapore
exchange.

Mumbai, Mar 16: 

Indulge in vibrant
colours this Holi without
having to worry about
damaging your skin and
hair. Amazon Beauty has
your back with its hassle-
free pre and post Holi skin-
care and haircare product
recommendations for both
men and women available
on Holi Shopping Store.

So, give yourself the
much-needed attention
this Holi and follow this ul-
timate guide to your pre
and post Holi skin and
haircare routine.

Sunscreen to fight skin
damage- Spending hours
in scorching heat while en-
joying Holi will not just
harm your skin but also
leave behind a tan. No
skincare is complete with-

out a layer of sunscreen to
safeguard your skin from
the UV rays. Antioxidant-
rich sunscreen protects
you from these risks while
also providing broad-spec-
trum UV protection.
Choose a gel-based sun-
screen because these for-
mulations are light and
won't clog your pores or
produce tackiness or
greasiness. Apply sun-
block 15 minutes before
you begin playing with
colours.

Body & Hair oilsto cre-
ate a barrier - want to save
your skin and hair from
the aftermath of unnatu-
ral Holi colors? Apply oil
on your face, body, and
hair before you step out so
that it acts an obstruction
for colours to cause any
kind of harm.

Amazon Beauty introduces hassle-free
pre and post Holi skincare

Mumbai, Mar 16: 

What does first day at
school look like for Mukesh
Ambani’s first grandson?
Prithvi Ambani is going to
be ‘Educated in India’ and
therefore, sending him to
where Akash and Shloka
studied at Sunflower School
in Malabar Hill was a unani-
mous call by India’s richest
family to ensure their
youngest member gets a
grounded, safe, secure but
quality education and learn-
ing environment. The grand-
parents and parents have
gone out of the way to en-
sure the security staff is dis-
crete. Both Akash and
Shloka personally accompa-
nied him and saw him off at
the school gates. Prithvi is
accompanied by a class of

pupils and begins school
with all the other children
by doing half days as a gen-
tle introduction to school
life. The family is extremely
determined to enable
Prithvi to lead a ‘normal’ life
which is so incredibly hard,
being at the centre of nation-
al and international fascina-
tion as he is the grandson of
Asia’s Richest Person and
dubbed by his many fans, as
the Prince of India.

Prithvi Ambani starts his
First day at Nursery School



With the festival of
colours just
around the cor-

ner, adding a splash of
colours with her style and
grace will be the new
Anita Bhabi, aka Vidisha
Srivastava, in &TV’s cult-
comedy show - Bhabiji
Ghar Par Hai starting
March 22nd, 2022! Vidisha
is all set to sparkle in
bright and vivid colours
into the audiences’ hearts
with a tinge of drama and
suspense, taking the enter-
tainment notch higher.

An excited Vidisha
Srivastava, aka Anita
Bhabi, says, "I am all set to
step into the iconic charac-
ter of Anita Bhabi. It has
been a wonderful experi-
ence shooting with every-
one. Holi is one of my
favourite festivals, and the
timing could not have
been better for Anita
Bhabi’s entry amidst the
festival of colours! I am ea-
gerly looking forward to
the audiences’
reaction. I
have been
g e t t i n g
many en-
couraging
m e s s a g e s
from several

people from the industry,
families and friends. So, I
am a bit nervous as well as
excited.” Talking about
her entry track, Vidisha
elaborates, “The entry
track is quite thrilling and
mysterious. A high-volt-
age drama and suspense
will unfold as Vibhuti
(Aasif Sheikh) get trapped
into committing a murder.

It so happens that
Vibuti lands up a film
offer where he is to
shoot a murder scene

w i t h

Anita Bhabi’s doppel-
ganger. However, Angoori
(Shubhangi Atre) and
TMT misconstrue the
movie scene and call
Daroga Happu Singh
(Yogesh Tripathi) accus-
ing Vibuti of murdering
Anita! With Anita
nowhere to be seen, Vibuti
is trapped in the situation
and unable to prove his in-
nocence. Anita is com-
pletely unaware and non-
responsive, with everyone
looking for her. What hap-
pens next is worth the
wait!”

Watch Vidisha
Srivastava making a
splashing entry as the new
Anita Bhabi starting
March 22nd in &TV
Bhabiji Ghar Par Hai air-
ing at 10:30 pm, every
Monday to Friday.

Aishwarya  pays tribute 
to Lata Mangeshkar on
sets of Smart Jodi
Star Plus, popular for its

great content, has al-
ways been known for

its great fiction and non-fic-
tion shows. In such a situa-
tion, the recently launched
'Smart Jodi' show is getting
a lot of love from the audience as
they are getting answers to many
unheard questions related to their
favourite actors which are very in-
teresting. Something similar hap-
pened with Aishwarya Sharma of
'Gum Hai Kisise Ke Pyaar Mein'
fame when she sang a song on
National TV for the first time.

About singing the song for the
first time on National TV Star Plus
from the set of Smart Jodi,
Aishwarya Sharma says, "I sang
for the first time on National TV
through the platform of the show
'Smart Jodi'. Actually, it hap-
pened that my mother-in-law got
me on the set and had come to
surprise Neil. My mother-in-law
told spoke of me as a very good
singer, classical dancer and engi-
neer by profession and as a re-
sult, singer and show's contest-
ant Ankit Tiwari asked me to
sing a song. I love Lata
Mangeshkar ji's songs, out of which
the song 'Lag Ja Gale' is very close to
my heart. So, by singing this song, I
gave a tribute to my favourite singer
Lata Didi and also dedicated this song
to my husband i.e. Neil Bhatt. I hope
the audience will not judge me as I am
not a trained singer, I hum a little bit
and enjoyed this episode a lot."

Produced by Frames Productions, the
show is witnessing 10 celebrity couples
coming together, out of which Neil
Bhatt and Aishwarya Sharma
Bhatt are the most loved
pair. From this platform,
viewers are witnessing
the closeness of these cou-
ples and their passionate moments never
seen before on television.

ACROSS
1. Disney deer
6. High
10. Poker term
14. Laker Shaquille ____
15. Bread spread
16. Rotate
17. Tangle
18. Dampened
20. Immovable
21. Orderly

23. Wipes clean
24. Miami team
25. Greek deity
26. Farm animals
30. Sandwich shops
34. Reluctant
35. Maroon
37. Compass reading (abbr.)
38. Tethered
39. ____ Witherspoon of "Legally
Blonde"
41. Shoestring

42. That woman
43. Made a lap
44. Julius ____
46. 19th letters
49. Take back
51. Seines
53. The ____ of March
54. Happy one
57. Quick look
58. Halloween mo.
61. Boundary
63. Forbidden
65. Retirement accts.
66. Skyrocket
67. Adored ones
68. Camper's home
69. Only
70. College women

DOWN
1. Foreman
2. Actress ____ Bancroft
3. Vegetarian's taboo
4. Saloon
5. Sickness
6. ____ soup
7. Loads (2 wds.)
8. Maui garland
9. Defeated candidate
10. Relaxed (2 wds.)
11. Religious sisters
12. Fir or poplar
13. Concludes
19. Trampled
22. Diners
24. Cattle group

25. Supplements
26. Woodturning machine
27. Climbing plants
28. Swerves
29. Greek island
31. Tenant's document
32. Ancient Peruvians
33. Clairvoyants
36. Decipher
40. Hearing organs
41. Not so much
45. Germ-free
47. Sign up
48. Appear
50. Fashion's ____ Cardin
52. Lock of hair
54. Barbecue rod
55. Insignificant
56. Islamic nation
57. Resound
58. Musical instrument
59. Chilly
60. Fling
62. Also
64. Turmoil
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Spirituality is your new passion and
Calvin Klein matters less today!
Mysticism attracts you, says Ganesha.
This may lead you to seek solace in
holy books and religious places. It's
going to take some time for you to
understand that spiritual attainment
can be had in the flesh-and-blood
world as well.

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18
You are ceaselessly driven to find room
for improvement. A part-time course to
enhance your skills or to increase your
efficiency is what you will likely be pur-
suing today, says Ganesha.

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20
Your charismatic appeal is always ready-
to-use. And today, you will possibly reap
rich dividends through it. But there is
always scope for improvement and you
will find yourself drawn to altruism.
Ganesha guarantees satisfaction in
lending a helping hand to the needy.

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20
You will be very sensitive about the
image you project socially and profes-
sionally. Ganesha sees you treating this
very seriously and doing everything you
can to make this right impression.
Today, you will remain decent, dignified
and fosussed in all that you do. 

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

A favourable day to put an end to all
the doubts surrounding your ability to
do well, especially in the field of com-
munication. People around you will
find you incredibly charming and
enchanting. You will win hearts with
your verve and panache. You may want
to spruce up your surroundings at work
and at home. 

Gemini: May 22 – June 21
It is quite possible that your personal life
will take precedence over your profes-
sional life. You will not be able to repress
or ignore your feelings, and you should
not either, says Ganesha. But you should
be careful about how you express your-
self in public.

Cancer: June 22 – July 22
Your decisions today will be not only be
correct, but also resolute and steadfast.
Your health will be fine. At the work-
place, things ought to proceed as usual.
However, you will concentrate more on
work today. In personal relationships,
some minor arguments could crop up.

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23
Opening up to your beloved about your
whims and fancies as well as your goals
shall be the key today. And, why not,
urges Ganesha. Your intimate relations
should be built on trust and mutual com-
patibility. Your energy levels will hit the
sky. Make the most of this spurt by fin-
ishing in leftover mundane chores. Don't
forget to stick to social norms, though.

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

Ganesha says that you shall soon be
able to travel or plan a trip, not for
family or business matters, but for get-
ting away from the mundane life. You
will pay more importance to your pro-
fessional matters as opposed to your
personal matters. Today you will be
able to attain success in every thing
you do with the blessings of Ganesha.

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23
Today promises to be a joy ride for your
hidden gourmand side. Relish what you
eat, and thank God for the good luck.
Career wise, however, you may find
yourself standing at a crossroads. But,
the good part about that is there shall
be many paths to choose from. And,
who knows the art of balancing better
than you. 

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22
Determined and dedicated, that's what
you are when it comes to work. Well,
this may even find you amidst heaps of
files and loads of work. No wonder you
become a workaholic. You are likely to
enjoy during the latter half of the day.
Have a fun-filled evening!

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21
You may be attentive, as much as an
eagle is while chasing its prey, but you
still need to be careful when signing any
important legal documents, advises
Ganesha. Brokers and dealers, especial-
ly, are likely to incur heavy losses unless
they take necessary precautions to avert
misfortune.

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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Taapsee's 'Mishan
Impossible' trail-
er entertains as

well as intrigues 
Telugu star Mahesh

Babu on Tuesday
dropped the trailer of
Taapsee Pannu's up-
coming movie 'Mishan
Impossible'.

What can be called a
thriller, seems to have
many interesting as-
pects, going by the trail-
er.

Establishing three
daring and dashing
children, the trailer
hints at the kind of
movie fanatics they are.
The kids start their
journey of nabbing the
underworld don
Dawood Ibrahim, as
they get to meet with
multiple situations in
these circumstances.

Comedy has been an
essential part of the
'Mishan Impossible'
trailer, as the makers
have maintained the
wit throughout. The

three kids introduce
themselves as
'Raghupati, Raghava,
and Raja Ram', they
own Rajamouli's 'RRR'
title. Even though the
situations are intense,
the fun generated looks
quite good in the trail-
er.

Taapsee, who can be
assumed as the mentor
for the kids is seen in a
titular role. In some
scenes, she can be spot-
ted with a broken hand,
as she gets involved in
the case deeper.

With well-paced
twists, the trailer in-
trigues as well as enter-
tains. Produced by
M a t i n e e
Entertainment, the
movie has Harsh
Roshan, Bhanu
Prakshan, Jayateertha
Molugu, Suhaas,
Sandeep Raj in lead
roles apart from
Taapsee Pannu. The
movie will hit screens
on April 1.

Taapsee’s ‘Mishan
Impossible’

Vidisha Srivastava enters
‘Bhabiji Ghar Par Hai’

Sanjay Dutt-starrer
‘Ghudchadi’ wraps
up first shooting

schedule 

Actors Sanjay Dutt, Raveena
Tandon, Khushalii Kumar and
Parth Samthaan-starrer

'Ghudchadi' has wrapped up its first
schedule. The event was held in Delhi
and Jaipur for 19 days.

Binoy Gandhi directorial is a roller-
coaster ride full of fun, romance, and
drama, written by Deepak Kapur
Bhardwaj and Binoy Gandhi.
'Ghudhchadi' is presented by Gulshan
Kumar and T-Series and is a co-produc-
tion between T-Series and Keep
Dreaming pictures.

It is produced by Bhushan Kumar,
Krishan Kumar, Nidhi Dutta and Binoy
Gandhi. Apart from 'Ghudhchadi', Sanjay
and Raveena will also be seen together in
'K.G.F: Chapter 2'.

Actress Raashi Khanna
recently made her OTT
debut with 'Rudra: The

edge of darkness', where she

played the role of Dr Aliyah
Choksi, a sociopath. She says
her family was shocked to see
her in the series, but in a good
way.

Talking about her role,
Raashi said, "Pulling off an ec-
centric character like Aliyah
was the only thing that mat-
tered to me, I guess I had al-
ways been looking for some-
thing that threw me out of my
comfort zone and this charac-
ter did just that. I gave it my
best and was selected and
that's how I got on board.

She adds,'It was a wonderful
experience working with all
the actors in the series.
Especially Ajay sir and Atul
sir. Ajay sir was a pillar of sup-
port from day one. He is such a
good actor and I learnt a lot
from him. Atul sir also is a bril-
liant actor and working with
him was a blessing too.

Raashi received all kinds of
praises for her role, people on
the sets feared seeing her in
the character, her family was
surprised too when they saw
her in Rudra.

"My family and friends were
shocked but yes, in a good way.
The way I am, they must have
never thought I could pull a
character like this off. Come to
think of it, I never thought I
could pull it off ! But, They are
all happy and proud" adds
Raashi.

Produced by Applause
Entertainment in association
with BBC Studios India, Rudra
- The Edge of Darkness is now
streaming on Disney+ Hotstar.

Raashi Khanna:
My family was shocked

to see me in ‘Rudra’
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Riyan Parag wants to pick Ashwin's brains
Jaipur: Excited to
share the dressing
room with
Ravichandran Ashwin,
young Rajasthan
Royals all-rounder
Riyan Parag said he
wants to "pick the
brains" of the ace
Indian off-spinner in
the upcoming IPL.
Ashwin has been one of
the star additions to
RR's squad as he was
bought by the inaugu-
ral IPL champions for Rs
5 crore after an aggressive bidding war with Delhi
Captials. Playing his fourth season for the Royals, the
20-year-old Parag said he is eagerly looking forward
to work with Ashwin. "That will definitely be
Ashwin... If not the best ever, he's like one of the best
off-spinners going around in the world," said Parag, a
spin bowling all-rounder said in a release issued by
his franchise.

Chess Olympiad to be held in Chennai
Chennai: The 44th Chess Olympiad, which was moved
out of Russia after it invaded Ukraine, will be organ-
ised in Chennai later this year, making it the second
major global event of the sport to be held in India after
the World Championship match in 2013. The an-
nouncement was made by Tamil Nadu chief minister
M K Stalin on his Twitter page on Tuesday night.
"Delighted that the Chess Capital of India is set to host
the 44th Chess Olympiad! A proud moment for Tamil
Nadu! Chennai warmly welcomes all the Kings and
Queens from around the world! #ChessOlympiad2022,"
he said in the tweet. "It's official now....India will host
the 44th World Chess Olympiad 2022 at Chennai!" the
All-India Chess Federation added on its Twitter han-
dle. The All-India Chess federation (AICF) had submit-
ted a guarantee of USD10 million (approx Rs 70 crore)
to FIDE to host the tournament. The Olympiad was
moved out of Russia after it invaded neighbouring
Ukraine on February 24.

All Grand Slams to use 10-point
tiebreaker in final set

London: All four Grand Slam tennis tournaments
will now use a 10-point tiebreaker when matches
reach 6-6 in the final set. The Grand Slam Board an-
nounced the trial move, taking effect immediately, on
behalf of the Australian, French and U.S. Opens and
Wimbledon on Wednesday. The Grand Slam Board's
decision is based on a strong desire to create greater
consistency in the rules of the game at the Grand
Slams, and thus enhance the experience for the play-
ers and fans alike, it said. The Australian Open al-
ready uses the 10-point tiebreaker. The French Open,
which begins May 22, was the only major to not use a
deciding tiebreaker. Wimbledon had employed a
seven-point tiebreaker from 12-12, and the U.S. Open
used a seven-point tiebreaker from 6-6. Under this
trial, if the score reaches six games all in the final set,
the match winner(s) will be the first player(s) to win
10 points with an advantage of two or more points,
the Grand Slam Board said.

Rahi, Manu win at National Shooting Trials

New Delhi/Bhopal: Reigning Asian Games cham-
pion Rahi Sarnobat won the women's 25M Pistol T1
event while Parth Makhija registered a double win-
ning both the men's and junior men's 10M Air Rifle
competitions at the National Shooting trials.
Among the other winners was Olympian Manu
Bhaker, who triumphed in the junior women's 25m
Pistol. Rahi met Abhidnya Ashok Patil in an all
Maharashtra clash for the gold medal in the
women's sport pistol and eventually won 19-16 in a
thriller. They had warded off the challenge of
Haryana's Rhythm Sangwan and local favourite
Chinki Yadav in the medal match after the four had
come through two semi-finals each. Rhythm settled
for bronze. Delhi's Makhija overwhelmed West
Bengal's Abhinav Shaw 16-4 in the men's 10M Air
Rifle T1 decider and then edged out former world
number one Divyansh Singh Panwar of Rajasthan
16-10 in the Junior gold medal match to come out the
biggest winner of the day.

China replaces North Korea in FIFA
women's U-17 World Cup in India

Kuala Lumpur: China will feature in the FIFA U-17
Women's World Cup to be held in India from October
11 to 30 as it was  named on Wednesday as replace-
ment of North Korean team which has pulled out of
the age-group showpiece. The AFC's Women's
Football Committee had on October 14 last year decid-
ed that in the case of withdrawals from the FIFA com-
petitions, the next highest ranked team from the re-
spective qualification events would represent Asia ac-
cordingly. "The AFC notes the inability of the DPR
Korea Football Association's national age-group
teams to compete in the FIFA U-17 Women's World
Cup India 2022 and FIFA U-20 Women's World Cup
Costa Rica 2022 respectively," the Asian Football
Confederation said on Wednesday. "China PR, who
finished third in the AFC U-16 Women's
Championship Thailand 2019, will join Japan and
host India as the AFC's three representatives at the
FIFA U-17 Women's World Cup India 2022 scheduled to
take place from October 11 to 30."

Mount Maunganui, Mar 16 (PTI):

An inconsistent India
paid the price for a shoddy
batting effort but England
infused new life into their
title defence with a four-
wicket win in a league-
stage game of the ICC
Women's World Cup, here
on Wednesday.

Inconsistency returned
to haunt Indian batters as
they were bundled out for
a meagre 134 by England,
who chased down the tar-
get in 31.2 overs to record
their first win in the tour-
nament after a hat-trick of
defeats.

India got some runs on
the board, thanks to previ-
ous game's centurion
Smriti Mandhana, who
top-scored for the side
with a 35-run knock while
wicketkeeper batter Richa
Ghosh made 33.

With wickets falling in-
termittently, England
bowled out India in 36.2
overs.

England also made a
stuttering start to their
chase as they lost both
their openers -- Danni
Wyatt (1) and Tammy
Beaumont (1) -- cheaply
with the scoreboard read-
ing four for two in the
third over.

Wyatt was first to depart
in the second over, cour-
tesy a sensational diving
catch by Sneh Rana off
medium pacer Meghna
Singh (3/26).

Veteran Jhulan
Goswami, the highest
wicket-taker in the history
of the tournament, then
trapped Beaumont in the
second over after India
went for the review. It was

250th wicket for the pacer
in ODIs.

England skipper
Heather Knight (53 not
out) and Nat Sciver (45 off
46) then steadied England
innings, playing cautious-
ly to reach 34 for 2 in 10
overs.

While Knight played a
captain's knock by anchor-
ing the chase, Sciver took
the attack to the Indian
bowlers, hitting as many
as eight boundaries dur-
ing her entertaining
knock, in which she pulled
off some pull shots.

With just 135 required
for a win, what England
needed was a decent part-
nership after the early
blows and Knight and
Sciver provided that by
sharing 65 runs for the
third wicket.

Sciver's innings was cut
short by Pooja Vastrakar.

It was a soft dismissal and
against the run of play as
Sciver spooned a length
ball to Goswami while
looking to work the ball on
the on-side.

Amy Jones (10) then
stitched a 33-run stand for
the next wicket with
Knight before the former
fell to a stunning back-
ward running catch by
India vice-captain
Harmanpreet Kaur at mid-
on off Rajeshwari
Gayakwad's bowling.

By then it was all over
for India as England need-
ed just 32 more runs.

The Indians picked up
two more wickets in the
30th over before England
completed the formality.

Meghna dismissed
Sophia Dunkley (17) and
Katherine Brunt (0) with-
in a span of three balls in
identical fashion -- caught

behind by wicketkeeper
Richa Ghosh.

Earlier, in sharp con-
trast to India's perform-
ance against the West
Indies in their last match
when they rode on cen-
turies from Mandhana
and Harmanpreet Kaur to
post 317 for 8, their highest
total in the history of the
showpiece event.

Charlie Dean (4/23) was
the pick of the bowlers for
England while Anya
Shrubsole also chipped in
with two wickets as the
Indians failed to build
partnerships.

Despite defeat India
kept their third place in
the eight-team standings.
They have four points
from two wins and as
many losses. England have
moved to sixth from sev-
enth with two points from
four matches.

ICC Women’s WC: Knight
shines as England beat India

Vasco, Mar 16 (PTI):

Kerala Blasters FC en-
tered the ISL final for the
first time since 2016 after
playing out a 1-1 draw with
Jamshedpur FC on
Tuesday and pipping the
League Shield winners 2-1
on aggregate over double
leg semi-finals.

Adrian Luna (18th)
opened the scoring for
Kerala with a stunning
goal before Pronay Halder
(50th) pulled one back for
the Red Miners, who need-
ed one more goal to take
the game to extra time but
another solid performance
by the Kerala backline en-
sured they held firm to
confirm a place in the
summit clash. In the first
leg, Sahal Abdul Samad
scored the only goal in a 1-
0 win for Kerala who made
it to their third ISL final.
They were the finalists in
the inaugural 2014 edition
as well.

Rock-solid Kerala Blasters hold
Jamshedpur 1-1, enter ISL final

Dubai, Mar 16 (PTI):

Fresh from his maiden
Test five-wicket haul at
home, Indian pace spear-
head Jasprit Bumrah
jumped six spots to fourth
but struggling star batter
Virat Kohli slipped to
ninth in the latest ICC
rankings released on
Wednesday.

Bumrah, who returned
with eight wickets in the
Day/Night second Test
against Sri Lanka in
Bengaluru, climbed past
Shaheen Afridi, Kyle
Jamieson, Tim Southee,
James Anderson, Neil
Wagner and Josh
Hazlewood in the Test
rankings for bowlers.

Former captain Kohli,
who continued his strug-
gle with the bat and could
not convert his starts,
dropped four places, but
managed to remain inside

the top-10 just ahead of
Rishabh Pant who re-
mained static at 10th.
Kohli scored 45 in the
opening Test in Mohali,
while in the second Test
he had scores of 23 and 13.
He is yet to score a centu-
ry since his 136 against
Bangladesh in November
2019.

India skipper Rohit
Sharma, however, held on
to his sixth position to be
the best-placed Indian in
the batting charts.

The in-form Shreyas
Iyer was rewarded for his
match-winning 92 and 67
against Sri Lanka as he
took a giant leap, advanc-
ing 40 spots to be on 37th
position in the batting
chart. Sri Lanka Test cap-
tain Dimuth Karunaratne
jumped up to a career best
No 3 after his fighting 107
in the second innings in
Bangalore.

ICC Test Rankings:
Bumrah breaks into top

5, Kohli slips to 9th

New Delhi, Mar 16 (PTI):

South Africa Test players in-
cluding Kagiso Rabada and
Lungi Ngidi have chosen to play
the IPL over the home Test series
against Bangladesh beginning
March 31.

The series starts with three
ODIs scheduled on March 18, 20
and 23 respectively where the
star players will be available.

Earlier, majority of the South
Africa players were expected to
miss the first week of IPL start-
ing March 26 due to national
commitments.

ESPN Cricinfo reported that
the Rabada, Ngidi and Marco
Jansen will miss the Tests to be
available for the IPL from the be-
ginning. Jansen, who impressed
in the home series against India,
was bought by Sunrisers
Hyderabad at the IPL auction
while Punjab secure the services
of Rabada. Ngidi will represent
Delhi Capitals. Question marks
remain over the availability of
Anrich Nortje due to fitness is-
sues. He was one of the retained
players for Delhi Capitals.

New Delhi, Mar 16 (PTI):

India's U-19 World Cup-
winning captain Yash
Dhull is excited at the
prospect of interacting
with Delhi Capitals head
coach and former
Australian captain Ricky
Ponting in the upcoming
IPL season, saying it would
be a big achievement for
him.

"This is my first time in
the IPL and I am giving my
100 percent in everything
that I am doing, Dhull, who
was picked by Delhi
Capitals for the upcoming
IPL season, said.

I am looking forward to
interacting with Rishabh
bhaiyya (Pant) and David
Warner. I am also very ex-
cited to meet Ricky
Ponting. He has been a
great player and a great
human being. It will be a
big achievement for me to
interact with him," the 19-
year-old Dhull said in a

media release issued by the
franchise. Meanwhile,
Vicky Ostwal and Ashwin
Hebbar made their first
foray into the training
camp of an IPL franchise in
Mumbai.

Maharashtra's left-arm
spinner Ostwal said he was
keen to get tips from senior
pro and India all-rounder
Axar Patel. "From watching
the IPL on TV to getting
into a franchise is a big
journey for me. It will sink
in slowly. It's been great to
meet all the players and the
members of the coaching
staff," said Ostwal.

New Delhi, Mar 16 (PTI):

Injury-ravaged India all-
rounder Hardik Pandya
has got the all clear to lead
Gujarat Titans in the up-
coming IPL after a general
assessment at the National
Cricket Academy (NCA) in
Bengaluru where he
bowled and also passed the
'Yo-Yo' Test comfortably.

The BCCI is checking on
all its centrally contracted
players -- injured or other-
wise -- before the IPL and
Pandya's performance,
during his two days at the
NCA, can also be seen as a
good sign for Indian crick-
et.

"Let's make it clear.
Fitness test clearance is
only for those who are
coming back from injury.
In case of Hardik, it was
about getting a general fit-
ness assessment going
into the gruelling IPL sea-
son," a BCCI source told

PTI on conditions of
anonymity. "He is an asset
and one needed to check
his current fitness stan-
dards," he added.

In fact, in his fitness as-
sessment module, the
NCA team didn't even
mandate him to bowl but
the all-rounder apparently
"insisted" on it to show
that he is on track to make

a comeback into the
Indian team.

"He didn't need to bowl
at NCA but he has bowled
for considerable time and
in the range of 135 kmph.
On the second day, he
crossed the Yo-Yo test with
flying colours with a 17-
plus score which is much
above the cut-off level,"
the source said.

SA Test players led by Rabada likely
to choose IPL over Bangladesh Tests

Will be big achievement to interact
with Ponting: Yash Dhull

Hardik bowls at NCA, passes Yo-Yo test
with flying colours as he gets ready for IPL

Jharkhand take 
1008-run lead en route
to quarterfinals berth

Kolkata, Mar 16 (PTI):
Jharkhand sealed their Ranji
Trophy quarterfinal berth here
on Wednesday but not before
making a mockery of their
knock-out fixture against min-
nows Nagaland.
In pursuit of giving their young
batters some "practice" for
the quarterfinal which is slat-
ed about three months from
now, the Saurabh Tiwary-led
side ended up scoring a match
aggregate of 1297 runs.
Jharkhand, who had batted
first in the match, had already
sealed their last-eight berth
after taking a massive 591-run
first innings lead but did not
enforce a follow-on against
the northeastern side, who
were all out for 289 in their
first innings. Resuming the
fifth and final day on 132/2 in
their second innings, with an
overall lead of 723 runs,
Jharkhand called off the pro-
ceedings much to the delight
of Nagaland bowlers midway
into the second session.



New Delhi, Mar 16 (PTI): 

CPI Rajya Sabha mem-
ber Binoy Viswam on
Wednesday accused the
government of taking
away tribal land and giv-
ing it away for mining.

Taking part in a discus-
sion in the Upper House
on the working of the
Ministry of Tribal
Affairs, he also alleged
that fund allocation of the
ministry over the years
had been decreased and
the tribals were deprived
of development.

"The government's
mining policy says that
wherever they want to
come and invest and open
a new mine, that will be
given to miners of Indian
origin and of foreign ori-
gin," Viswam said.

Citing examples of

Jharkhand and Odisha,
he said thousands of
acres of lands belonging
to the tribals have been
"given to the big mining
lobby".

He accused the Centre
of bowing before "the FDI
of US, Australia,
Germany" and asked the
government to change its
approach towards the de-

velopment of tribals.
Quoting the 30th report

of the standing commit-
tee on tribal affairs,
Viswam said, "The com-
mittee is constrained to
note that the projections
of a requisite fund man-
aged by the ministry of
tribal affairs are invari-
ably reduced by the min-
istry of finance. If the ac-
tual BE (budget estimate)
allocation is reduced, the
allocation is further re-
duced in the revised esti-
mate stage."

He said in 2021-22, the
allocation was reduced
from Rs 7,484.07 crore to
Rs 6,126.46 crore, while for
2022-23 the projection is
Rs 13,208.52 crore but the
"estimate in the Budget
says it is Rs 8,406.92
crore". He accused the
government of only pay-

ing lip service to tribal de-
velopment, saying "in the
heart of hearts the gov-
ernment does not stand
for the tribals"'.

Taking part in the dis-
cussion, Amar Patnaik
(BJD) said pointed out
that the Eklavya Model
Residential Schools
(EMRS) is a good initia-
tive but operationalisa-
tion is lacking to the ex-
tent it was expected.

He said the EMRS must
be made tech-savvy and
digital technology must
be brought in for easier
management of schools.

Brijlal of BJP high-
lighted the achievements
of the Uttar Pradesh gov-
ernment in tribal devel-
opment, especially in re-
claiming their land that
was illegally taken over
by dacoits and mafia.

‘Alternative fuels, EV sales set to rise,
scenario will change in 5 years’

New Delhi, Mar 16 (PTI): 

Union Road Transport
and Highways Minister
Nitin Gadkari on
Wednesday expressed opti-
mism about the adoption of
electric and alternative
fuel-powered vehicles, say-
ing the scenario will
change in the next five
years. Replying to a ques-
tion in the Rajya Sabha, the
minister stated that sales of
petrol and diesel vehicles
will fall day by day while
that of electric and alter-
nate fuel-powered vehicles
will increase.

The minister, however,
refrained from fixing any
target for alternative fuel
and electric vehicles. "It (al-
ternate fuels and electric

vehicle) should be natural
choice of the con-
sumers...we don't want to
commit (or fix any target
for EV)," Gadkari said.
Congress leader Jairam
Ramesh had asked the min-
ister to fix a target in terms
of proportion of electric ve-
hicles (EV) by a particular
year for a focussed ap-
proach in this direction.

"Total game will be
changed in next three
years. Sales of petrol and
diesel vehicles will reduce
day by day. Alternate fuel
and electric vehicle sales
will increase. After five
years total scenario will
change," Gadkari replied.
He cited an example that if
a customer has to choose
between an EV and a

petrol car where the cost is
same at Rs 15 lakh, with
fuel cost of Rs 50,000
(petrol) and Rs 2,000 (for
EV) then one would go for
a more economical option.
The minister dismissed
the issue of lack of EV
charging infrastructure

and stated that the day will
come in a year when EV
charging arrangement
will be everywhere includ-
ing in all offices.

"I never understand this
(issue of shortage of EV
charging infra). There is lot
of discussion...NHAI is
making 650 charging sta-
tions. Every 40 km (on high-
way) with roadside ameni-
ties." He also told the House
that scooter and car manu-
factures are providing
small chargers and one can
use car whole day and can
plug it for charging in the
evening at home. "It will be
charged (overnight). There
will not be any problem in
the morning," he said.

The minister acknowl-
edged that battery cost is a

major challenge. "Presently
lithium ion is a big chal-
lenge. We don't have lithi-
um ion. About 81 per cent
batteries we manufacture
here in India. Now lithium
ion is available in the
world. Government is in
the process to acquire some
mines," he stated.

He also told the House
that presently crude oil im-
ports of India are worth Rs
8 lakh crore which will rise
to Rs 25 lakh crore five
years down the line. "This
is time for us to shift to al-
ternate fuel, electricity,
ethanol, methanol, Bio
CNG, green hydrogen in
the interest of nation, econ-
omy, ecology and environ-
ment. We are on the path,"
he said.

New Delhi, Mar 16 (PTI): 

Due to lack of adequate
medical institutions pro-
viding quality affordable
education to aspiring stu-
dents, they are compelled
to leave home country and
pursue studies abroad and
this reality has become a
cause of concern when due
to the conflict between
Ukraine and Russia, thou-
sands of Indian medical
students have been brought
back and have lost their
seats in colleges, the Delhi
High Court has said.

The high court's observa-
tion came while granting
permission to increase
seats in post graduate and
undergraduate courses in
Santosh Medical College,
an institute being run and
managed by Santosh Trust
which was formally known
as the Maharaji

Educational Trust. I cannot
also lose sight of the fact
that on account of the lack
of adequate number of
medical institutions pro-
viding quality affordable
education to cater to the
needs of the aspiring stu-
dents, they are often com-
pelled to make the choice of
leaving behind their home
country and pursuing their
studies abroad. This reality
has especially become a
cause of concern at a time
when due to the conflict be-
tween Ukraine and Russia,
several thousand Indian
medical students, who had
gone to pursue their med-
ical education in the now
war-hit Ukraine have been
rescued and brought home,
have also lost their seats in
medical colleges, Justice
Rekha Palli said in a 41-
page judgement passed on
Tuesday. The court said

that no doubt the authori-
ties cannot be asked to
lower the standards pre-
scribed under the regula-
tions however, simultane-
ously, in a situation like the
present one, when it is
found that an institute like
the petitioner which has
been running for the last
over 20 years, not lacking in
any infrastructure and has
also rectified the deficien-
cies found at the time of
initial inspections on ac-
count of COVID-19 pan-
demic, it would also be
against public interest to
deny permission to the pe-
titioner to increase the
seats. At a time when the
ratio of medical profession
vis-a-vis the population of
the country is abysmally
low, an increase in the
number of PG and UG
seats would certainly con-
tribute to the bigger goal of

strengthening the medical
infrastructure of the coun-
try, the court said.

The court quashed two
orders of National Medical
Commission (NMC), repre-
sented through advocate T
Singhdev, and directed it
and other authorities to
grant permission to the in-
stitute to increase the seats
from 4 to 7 in MS
(Obstetrics and
Gynaecology), from 3 to 7 in
MS (Orthopaedics), and
from 100-150 in the MBBS
course. The court was deal-
ing with a petition by the
trust, which runs and man-
ages a group of medical,
dental, paramedical, and
para-dental colleges/insti-
tutions in the National
Capital Region, including
the petitioner which is a
medical educational insti-
tute, offering MBBS course
and post-graduate courses.
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Women toss flower petals on each other during celebrations of the Holi festival, in Ahmedabad, Wednesday.

HOLI WITH FLOWERS

A healthcare worker administers a dose of Covid-19 vaccine to a student in the age group of 12 to 14 years, at Rukminigaon
Balika Vidyalaya High School, in Guwahati, Wednesday.

COVID VACCINATION

HC OBSERVATION

‘Lack of adequate medical institutions
compels students to go abroad’

New Delhi, Mar 16 (PTI): 

Over 4,300 teaching posts
are vacant in Indian
Institutes of Technology
(IITs) across the country,
the Parliament was in-
formed on Wednesday.
Union Minister of State for
Education Subhas Sarkar
gave the information in re-
sponse to a written ques-
tion in Rajya Sabha.

The maximum vacant
faculty positions are in IIT
Kharagpur (815) followed
by IIT Bombay (532), IIT
Dhanbad (447), IIT Madras
(396), IIT Kanpur (351), IIT
Roorkee (296) and IIT BHU
(289). He said IIT Delhi has
73 vacant faculty positions,
IIT Bhubhaneshwar (115),
IIT Gandhinagar (45), IIT
Hyderabad (132), IIT Indore

(81), IIT Jodhpur (65), IIT
Mandi (73), IIT Patna (100),
IIT Ropar (69), IIT Tirupati
(18), IIT Palakkad (24), IIT
Jammu (31), IIT Bhillai
(43), IIT Goa (40) and IIT
Dharwad (39). "The govern-
ment has implemented 10
percent reservation for ad-
mission of students under

EWS category without any
reduction in the number of
seats available to GEN, SC,
ST and OBC categories by
increasing the student
strength by 25 percent.
Accordingly, requirement
of faculty has increased in
IITs," Sarkar said.

He said the faculty re-
cruitment takes time since
it involves a number of
stages in the process.
"Ministry of Education has
requested all IITs to fill up
the vacancies in faculty
cadre through special re-
cruitment drive in mission
mode. "Further, IIMs also
follow rolling advertise-
ment system for applica-
tions for the faculty posi-
tions and have also been
asked to fill vacancies in a
mission mode," he added.

Subhas Sarkar
Nitin Gadkari 

Disproportionate
Assets Case

Cuttack (Odisha), Mar
16 (PTI): An Odisha gov-
ernment engineer, who
loved to ride his expensive
motorcycles, has been ar-
rested for possessing as-
sets disproportionate by
293 per cent to his known
sources of income, the
state Vigilance
Directorate said.

Besides his motorcycles,
Ajaya Mishra, an assistant
executive engineer in the
Roads and Buildings
Division in Bhubaneswar,
was also found owning
three multi-storey build-
ings and seven plots, a re-
lease said. Mishra was ar-
rested on Tuesday after he
failed to give a satisfactory
account of the dispropor-
tionate assets, whose value
was not disclosed by the
directorate.

‘Hawkers should not 
create congestion near

railway stations’
Mumbai, Mar 16 (PTI): 

N e w l y - a p p o i n t e d
Mumbai Police
Commissioner Sanjay
Pandey has said that
hawkers should not do
business within 100 me-
ters of 'No Hawking' zones
outside railway stations in
the city.

Pandey held a meeting
with police officials, offi-
cials of the
Brihanmumbai Municipal
Corporation (BMC), mem-
bers of NGOs and repre-
sentatives of the
Federation for Retail
Traders Welfare
Association, among oth-
ers, on Tuesday.

Hawkers should follow
the directions of the

Supreme Court and High
Court, he said in the meet-
ing, official sources said.

The police commission-
er observed that the pres-
ence of hawkers near rail-
way stations, hospitals, on

overbridges and under the
bridges causes traffic con-
gestion. In many places,
hawkers also occupy both
sides of roads, Pandey
said, adding that action
should be taken against li-
censed shop owners who
rent out, illegally, the place
in front of a shop to hawk-
ers.

Incidents like chain-
snatching increase be-
cause people can not walk
freely in crowded markets,
and hawkers and shop-
keepers should be alert
about such crimes, the po-
lice commissioner said.

Hawkers and shop keep-
ers will get cooperation
from police but they will
face action if they break
the law, Pandey warned.

Odisha Engineer
with costly bikes,

plots arrested 

Sanjay Pandey 

‘No need for special recruitment
drives in Railways’

New Delhi, Mar 16 (PTI): 

The Centre on
Wednesday ruled out spe-
cial recruitment drives for
filling vacancies of sched-
uled castes and scheduled
tribes in Railways.
Replying to supplemen-
taries in the Lok Sabha,
Railway Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw said the
Railways has been recruit-
ing personnel at regular in-
tervals and there was no
need to launch special
drives.

He said the last special
recruitment drive by the
Railways was held in 2008
to clear the backlog of va-
cancies of SCs, STs and
OBCs. In pursuance of
Special Recruitment Drive

launched in the year 2008 as
per the directives of
DOP&T, as many as 14868
backlog vacancies [SCs
(4003), STs (4143) & OBCs
(6722)] were identified for
clearance in a time-bound
manner and the same had
been fully cleared as on

31.03.2017, Vaishnaw said.
He said since 2010, the re-
cruitment process in
Railways was being done
regularly through autho-
rised recruiting agencies
namely Railway
Recruitment Boards
(RRBs) and Railway
Recruitment Cells (RRCs).

The shortfall or backlog
vacancies of SCs, STs and
OBCs left unfilled are taken
care of in the subsequent
recruitment cycle,
Vaishnaw said. He said the
Railways is having on-line
recruitment and the process
is being expedited. A total of
1,40,713 vacancies, includ-
ing 20,944 SC and 10,930 ST,
are presently under recruit-
ment for level-1 to level-7,
the minister said.

Ashwini Vaishnaw

‘Four CUs functioning
without full-time VCs’

New Delhi, Mar 16 (PTI):
Four Central Universities
in the country are func-
tioning without full-time
Vice Chancellors,
Parliament was informed
on Wednesday. Union
Minister of State for
Education Subhas Sarkar
shared the information in
response to a written ques-
tion in Rajya Sabha.

The varsities are --
National Sanskrit
University in Andhra
Pradesh, Bihar Mahatma
Gandhi Central University
in Bihar, Central
University of Kashmir in
Jammu and Kashmir,
Central University of
Odisha in Odisha. "Filling
up of vacancies of Vice
Chancellors in universi-
ties is a continuous
process which goes on
round the year," 
Sarkar said.

‘Govt giving away tribal land to mining lobby’

‘Over 4,300 teaching posts
vacant in IITs across India’


