
Appointed
New Delhi: N
Chandrasekaran, chair-
man of Tata Sons, has
been appointed as the
chairman of Air India by
the airline’s board, avia-
tion industry sources said
on Monday. Salt-to-soft-
ware conglomerate Tata
Group had on October 8
last year won the bid to
acquire debt-laden state-
run Air India by offering
Rs 18,000 crore for it.
Tata Sons is yet to
appoint the chief execu-
tive officer and managing
director (CEO&MD) 
of Air India.

Collapses 
New Delhi: Eight workers
were rescued and several
others are feared trapped
after an under-construc-
tion building collapsed in
Kashmere Gate area here
on Monday, police said.
The fire department said
it received information
about the incident at 5.24
pm, following which three
fire tenders were rushed
to the spot. Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(north) Sagar Singh Kalsi
said, “Information was
received regarding a
building collapse at
Nicholson Road,
Kashmere Gate. 

Denied bail
Mumbai: A special PMLA
court here on Monday
refused bail to former
Maharashtra home minis-
ter Anil Deshmukh in an
alleged money laundering
case. Deshmukh, an NCP
leader, was arrested by
the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) on
November 2, 2021. He is
currently in judicial cus-
tody. Special judge RN
Rokade rejected his bail
plea on Monday. There is
“enough evidence” to
prima facie hold that he
was “involved” in the
money laundering case,
the judge said.

Judicial custody 
New Delhi: A Delhi court
on Monday sent to 14-day
judicial custody former
managing director and
chief executive officer of
National Stock Exchange
(NSE) Chitra Ramkrishna
in connection with the co-
location scam case while
turning down her request
for certain facilities in
jail, saying she cannot be
treated differently.
Special Judge Sanjeev
Aggarwal ordered that
Ramakrishna be physical-
ly produced before the
court next on March 28
and rejected her coun-
sel’s request for home-
cooked food in jail.

BEATING THE HEAT

Children swim in the Arabian Sea on a hot summer day, at Badhwar Park, in Mumbai, Monday.
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BRIEF

School teachers pose for
photos, after playing with

colours ahead of the
upcoming festival of Holi, 
at a school, in Moradabad,

Monday. 
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New Delhi, Mar 14 (PTI): 

The COVID vaccination
for children in the age
group of 12-14 years will
begin from Wednesday,
Union Health Minister
Mansukh Mandaviya an-
nounced on Monday.

The COVID-19 vaccine
to be administered to the
12-14 years age group
would be Corbevax manu-
factured by Biological E.
Limited, Hyderabad, the
Union health ministry
said. Tweeting the an-
nouncement in Hindi, the
minister said,”if the chil-
dren are safe then the
country is safe! I am happy
to inform that the COVID
vaccination of children in
the age group of 12 to 13
and 13 to 14 is starting
from March 16. Also,
everyone aged 60 years
and above will now be able
to get precaution doses.”

Mandaviya also urged
the families of children
and people in the age
group of 60 years and

above that they must get
the vaccination done.

The Union Government
after due deliberations
with scientific bodies has
decided to start COVID-19
vaccination for 12-13 yr
and 13-14 yr age groups
(those born in 2008, 2009
and 2010 i.e those who are
already above 12 years of
age) of the population
from March 16, 2022, the
ministry said in a state-
ment. According to official
sources, around 7.11 crore

children will be vaccinat-
ed under the new age
group. Biological E Ltd
has supplied 5 crore doses
of Corbevax to the Centre
and the vaccine has been
distributed to states,
sources said.

The announcement
comes at a time when
schools across the country
are opening up given the
considerable decline in the
COVID cases. The
Government has also de-
cided that the condition of
comorbidity for COVID19
precaution dose for popu-
lation over 60 years of age
will be removed forthwith,
the ministry said.

“Hence, from 16th
March 2022 onwards, the
entire population above 60
years of age will be eligi-
ble for precautionary
doses of COVID19 vac-
cine,” the ministry said.

The population above 14
years of age is already
being inoculated under
the ongoing COVID vacci-
nation program.

MAJOR DECISION

Covid vaccination for 
12-14 yrs to begin from Mar 16

Comorbidity clause removed for precaution doses
Narayanpur, Mar 14 (PTI): 

An official of the Indo-
Tibetan Border Police
(ITBP) was killed and
two jawans suffered in-
juries in two separate in-
cidents of Improvised
Explosive Device (IED)
blasts triggered by
Naxals in Narayanpur
district on Monday, a po-
lice official said.

One of the incidents
took place around 8.30
am between Dondribeda
and Sonpur villages
when a team of the
ITBP’s 53rd battalion was
out on patrolling duty to
ensure security to a road
construction work,
Inspector General of
Police (Bastar range)
Sundarraj P told PTI.

When the patrolling
team was cordoning off a
forest patch, security per-
sonnel came in contact
with the pressure IED,
triggering an explosion,
he said. Assistant Sub-
Inspector Rajendra
Singh, hailing from
Tehri in Uttarakhand

was killed in the blast,
while head constable
Mahesh received in-
juries, he said.

The injured jawan was
shifted to the district hos-
pital, the official said.

In another incident,
constable Soyam
Bheema of the
Chhattisgarh Armed
Force (CAF) was injured
after he came in contact
with a pressure IED in
Chotedonger police lim-

its around 12.30 pm, the
official said. He was part
of a road opening party
which was patrolling be-
tween Amdai camp and
Dhanora police station.

The injured constable
was provided first-aid at
the Chotedonger pri-
mary health centre and
then airlifted to the state
capital Raipur for better
medical assistance, the
official said, adding that
he was out of danger.

New Delhi, Mar 14 (PTI):
The maternal mortality
ratio of India has declined
by 10 points, the Union
health ministry said on
Monday, noting that the
country is on the verge of
achieving its SDG target of
70 per lakh live births by
2030.

Quoting a special bul-
letin on Maternal
Mortality Ratio (MMR)re-
leased by the Registrar
General of India, the min-
istry said the country has
been witnessing a progres-
sive reduction in MMR
from 130/lakh in 2014-2016,
122/lakh in 2015-17,
113/lakh in 2016-18, and

103 per lakh live births in
2017-19.

The maternal mortality
ratio is the number of ma-
ternal deaths during a
given time period per
1,00,000 live births during
the same time period.

With this persistent de-
cline, the ministry said
India is on the verge of
achieving National Health
Policy (NHP) target of
100/lakh live births by

2020 and certainly on track
to achieve the sustainable
development goal (SDG)
target of 70 per lakh live
births by 2030.

The number of states
which have achieved the
SDG target has now risen
from five to seven —
Kerala (30), Maharashtra
(38), Telangana (56), Tamil
Nadu (58), Andhra
Pradesh (58), Jharkhand
(61), and Gujarat (70).

Kabirdham, Mar 14: 

A Naxal couple with a
collective reward of Rs 13
lakh on their heads sur-
rendered in Kabirdham
district on Monday, police
said. Kabirdham
Superintendent of Police
Dr Lal Umed Singh identi-
fied the couple as Karan
alias Suddhu Hemla (26)
and his wife Anita (22).

“Hemla was active as
Bodla Area Committee
commander and Anita
was a member of this com-
mittee. They were part of
the outlawed movement’s
Kanha Bhoramdev divi-
sion committee,” the SP
said. “Hemla was involved
in three incidents of vio-
lence and was carrying a

reward of Rs 8 lakh., His
wife Anita has taken part
in five incidents of Maoist
violence and the bounty
on her head was Rs 5 lakh.
They left the movement in
2019 and decided to sur-
render now,” he added.
They were given Rs 10,000
each after the surrender
and they will be rehabili-
tated as per the state gov-
ernment’s policy, he said.

New Delhi, Mar 14
(PTI): Paytm
Payments Bank on
Monday said it is
fully compliant with
the data localisation
rules of the Reserve
Bank of India and
the entire data of
the bank resides in

the country. The RBI last
week directed Vijay
Shekhar Sharma- pro-
moted Paytm Payments
Bank Ltd (PPBL) to stop
opening new accounts
amid “material supervi-
sory concerns” observed
in the bank.

“All of the Bank’s data
resides within the coun-
try. We are true believers
of the Digital India ini-
tiative, and remain com-

mitted to driving finan-
cial inclusion in the
country,” PPBL said in a
statement. Shares of the
parent company of
PPBL, One97
Communications, were
hammered on BSE and
National Stock Exchange
after a report claimed
that Paytm Payments
Bank Ltd’s servers were
sharing information
with China-based enti-
ties that indirectly own a
stake in Paytm Payments
Bank. The company has
rejected the report.

Sharma holds 51 per
cent stake in Paytm
Payments Bank (PPBL),
while the remaining 49
per cent is held by One97
Communications.

New Delhi, Mar 14 (PTI):
The government on
Monday sought
Parliament nod for net ad-
ditional spending of over
Rs 1.07 lakh crore, includ-
ing about Rs 15,000 crore
towards fertilizer subsidy,
in the third batch of sup-
plementary demands for
current fiscal year. As per
the third batch of supple-
mentary demands for
grants tabled in the Lok
Sabha, approval is being
sought for gross additional
expenditure of over Rs
1.58 lakh crore. Of this,

proposals involving net
cash outgo aggregate to
over Rs 1.07 lakh crore and
gross additional expendi-
ture, matched by savings
of ministries/depart-
ments or by enhanced re-
ceipts aggregates to over
Rs 50,946 crore. For pay-
ment towards fertilizer
subsidy, the government
has sought additional fund
to the tune of Rs 14,902
crore and Rs 13,049 crore
for capital infusion in
National Bank for
Financing Infrastructure
and Development. This

also includes Rs 5,000
crore as grant in aid. In ad-
dition, the government
also sought Rs 5,000 crore
for recapitalisation of pub-
lic sector general insur-
ance companies, accord-
ing to document.

There are four public
sector general insurance
companies— New India
Assurance Company,
National Insurance
Company Limited (NICL),
United India Insurance
Company Limited (UIICL)
and Oriental Insurance
Company Limited (OICL).

New Delhi, Mar 14:

The Supreme
Court Monday said
its earlier order re-
garding ex-gratia of

Rs 50,000 to the family
members of those who lost
their lives due to COVID-19
is “very clear” and the pay-
ment is to be made for
each death.

The apex court said this
while dealing with an ap-
plication filed by Assam
which had sought a clarifi-
cation whether each of the
children of the deceased
parents would be provided
ex-gratia payment of Rs
50,000, in case there is
more than one child.

“In fact, our earlier
order is very clear and the
ex-gratia payment of Rs

50,000 shall be qua each
death,” a bench of Justices
M R Shah and B V
Nagarathna said.

“Therefore, it is ob-
served and clarified that if
there is more than one
child, only one child/fami-
ly member, as the case
may be, shall get ex-gratia
payment of Rs 50,000,” it
said.

The top court observed
that in case both the par-
ents have died, the child
shall get Rs 50,000 qua
each death, that is one for
the deceased father and
another for the deceased
mother.

In an effort to provide
some help to over 10,000
children who have lost
both their parents to
COVID-19, the apex court

had on January 19 direct-
ed all the state govern-
ments to reach out to those
kids and pay them com-
pensation. During the
hearing on Monday, the
counsel appearing for
Assam said they have filed
an application seeking
clarification on the issue
as there are such families
in the state where there
are more than one chil-
dren.

“Whether we are sup-
posed to give it to both the
children or should it be
one ex-gratia payment
made to the family,” the
counsel said. The bench
observed that its order is
very clear.

“It is per death Rs
50,000,” it said, while dis-
posing of the application.

Lviv (Ukraine), Mar 14 (AP):

Russian and Ukrainian
negotiators held a new
round of talks on Monday,
even as Russia’s military
forces kept up their pun-
ishing campaign to cap-
ture Ukraine’s capital
with fighting and artillery
fire in Kyiv’s suburbs.

After an airstrike on a
military base near the
Polish border brought the
war dangerously close to
NATO’s doorstep, the
talks raised hopes for
progress in evacuating
civilians from besieged
Ukrainian cities and get-
ting emergency supplies
to areas without enough
food, water and medicine.
Everyone is waiting for

news. We will definitely
report in the evening,
Ukrainian President
President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy said in a new
video address.

The negotiations taking
place by video conference
are the fourth round in-

volving higher-level offi-
cials from the two coun-
tries and the first held in a
week. The previous dis-
cussions took place in per-
son in Belarus, and did
not produce break-
throughs to end the fight-
ing in Ukraine or lasting

agreements on humani-
tarian routes.
Communication is being
held, yet it’s hard,
Ukrainian presidential
aide Mykhailo Podolyak
tweeted along with a
photo of the two sides
meeting by video link.

JEE-Main 2022
rescheduled to

avoid clash 
With Class 12 board exams

NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: The National
Testing Agency (NTA) has
rescheduled the first session of
engineering entrance exam
JEE-Main as its dates were
clashing with Class 12 board
exams, according to officials.

The exam will now be held
on April 21, 24, 25, 29 and May
1 and 4. Earlier, the first ses-
sion was scheduled from April
16 to 21. “Representations are
being received from candi-
dates seeking change of dates
of first session on account of
clashing of their board exam
date with JEE-Main. In view of
persistent demand from stu-
dent community, the NTA has
decided to reschedule the
dates,” a senior NTA official
said. The Joint Entrance
Examination-Main comprises
two papers. Paper one is con-
ducted for admission to under-
graduate engineering pro-
grammes — BE and B.Tech — at
NITs, IIITs and other centrally-
funded technical institutions,
and institutions and universi-
ties funded and recognised by
participating state govern-
ments. It is also an eligibility
test for JEE (Advanced), which
is conducted for admission to
IITs. The second phase of the
exam is scheduled from May 24
to 29, 2022.

NAXAL VIOLENCE

ITBP official killed, 
2 jawans injured in Naxal blasts

About the incidents
One of the incidents took place around 8.30 am

on Monday between Dondribeda and Sonpur vil-
lages when a team of the ITBP’s 53rd battalion was
out on patrolling duty to ensure security to a road
construction work. When the patrolling team was
cordoning off a forest patch, security personnel
came in contact with the pressure IED, triggering
an explosion.Assistant Sub-Inspector Rajendra
Singh, hailing from Tehri in Uttarakhand was
killed in the blast, while head constable Mahesh re-
ceived injuries. In another incident, constable
Soyam Bheema of the Chhattisgarh Armed Force
(CAF) was injured after he came in contact with a
pressure IED in Chotedonger police limits around
12.30 pm
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data localisation directions’

‘India to achieve SDG 
target of 70/lakh live births’ 

 By 2030 What is SDG....
Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) is a target of 70 per lakh
live births by 2030. Maternal Mortality Ratio (MMR)released by
the Registrar General of India, the ministry said the country has
been witnessing a progressive reduction in MMR from 130/lakh
in 2014-2016, 122/lakh in 2015-17, 113/lakh in 2016-18, and 103
per lakh live births in 2017-19.

Naxal couple with Rs 13 lakh
reward on their heads surrenders 

The couple was identified as
Karan alias Suddhu Hemla (26)
and his wife Anita (22). Hemla
was involved in three incidents
of violence and was carrying a
reward of Rs 8 lakh., His wife
Anita has taken part in five
incidents of Maoist violence
and the bounty on her head
was Rs 5 lakh.

SUPPLEMENTARY DEMANDS

Govt seeks Par nod for 
extra spending of Rs 1.07 lakh cr

Rs 15K cr towards fertilizer subsidy
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‘Covid ex-gratia to be paid for each death in family’ Ukraine, Russia resume talks as fighting nears Kyiv

A woman holding a small dog walks in front of an
apartment in a block which was destroyed by an
artillery strike in Kyiv, Ukraine, Monday. 

‘I wish this war
would end’

WWaarrssaaww:: As Russia’s war in
Ukraine becomes a grim new
reality for millions of
Ukrainians, the tens of thou-
sands who make the increas-
ingly treacherous journey
toward safety in the European
Union each day are left with
no sense of when, or if, they’ll
ever return home. 
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Subhadra Singh hosts felicitation function on IWD
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Mar 14:
Corporator and Congress
leader Subhadra Singh is
organising felicitation
functions for women on
the occasion of
International Women's
Day for the last 20 years.
Hundreds of women at-
tended and enjoyed the
programme. Women who
achieved success and dis-
tinct position in different
fields were honoured with
garlands, shawls and me-
mentos.

The gathering raised the
slogan given by Priyanka
Gandhi, "Ladki Hoon Lad
Sakti Hoon". Former MLA
Pratima Chandrakar
graced the function as
chief guest. She appreciat-
ed Subhadra Singh for or-
gansing the event continu-

ously for the last 20 years.
Dr Rashmi Bhure was the
special guest. She thanked
Subhadra Singh and said
that it was a privilege to at-
tend such a program.
Third Genders
Organisation President
Guru Pooja Mausi said in

her remark that for the
first time in Bhilai, their
community is being hon-
ored. Special Guests were
Bar Association President
Neeta Jain, Sarita Sahu,
Jha Madam, Doctor
Manasi Gulati, Folk
dancer Jageshwari

Meshram, Principal
Rachna Jha, Urvashi Sahu
and Rukhsana Begum.
The newly elected women
councilors including Malti
Thakur, Meera Banjare,
Anju Sinha, D Sujata were
honoured.

Congress Block
President Tulsi Patel,
Dinsha Tumane, Raksha
Sahu and others were hon-
oured. Chhattisgarhi folk
dance was presented by
well-known artist Urvashi
Sahu and her team.

Subhadra Singh said
that as per the intentions
of the Chief Minister, they
are trying to ensure food
security for every family.
On the occasion of IWD,
ration cards are being dis-
tributed among 50 fami-
lies. She had provided
Ration Cards to about 1000
families till date.

WCD Minister honours women
with Nari Shakti Samman

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Mar 14: On the oc-
casion of International
Women's Day, Unnati
Mahila Sahakari Sahakar
Samiti Limited Bhilai
Durg and social service or-
ganization Lokparan
Samiti organised a felicita-
tion function at Vishali
Nagar on Sunday.
Empowered women from
different fields were hon-
oured on the occasion.
Women SHGs had put up
21 stalls for display cum
sale of their products.

The program began with
lighting of lamps. Women
and Child Development
Minister Anila Bhendia
said that today women are
successfully working in
every field. Even the
women of the remote areas
like Bastar are becoming
self-reliant.

The demand for the for-
est produce and other prod-
ucts of Bastar is increasing
across the world. Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
has introduced several pro-
grammes for welfare of
women, which are bring-

ing significant change.
Bhilai City District

Congress President
Mukesh Chandrakar,
Antyavasayi Corporation
Vice President Neeta
Lodhi, State Women's
Commission member
Tulsi Sahu, Durg Rural
Congress Vice President
Sarita Jitendra Sahu,
Block Congress
Committee Supela
Kosanagar President
Nandkumar Kashyap were
the special guests. BMC
Zone President Ramanand
Maurya, State President of
Lokarpan Samiti Ismail
Khan, Zone Commissioner

Pooja Pillai, Women and
Child Development
Department Project
Officer Pooja Aggarwal
and others were present.

Padmashri Shamshad
Begum, Inspector Prabha
Rao, New Press Club of
Bhilai Nagar President
Bhavana Pandey, Usha
Manikpuri in the field of
Arts, Nidhi Chandrakar
(self-employed woman),
Zeenat Shakoor for
Women and Child
Development, Dr Anju
Gupta, Durg Bar
Association President
Neeta Jain, Archana
Mulay, Sefia Qureshi,

Simmi Sharma, Manju
Sahu and Al Madad
Welfare and Education
Society Sector 10 were ho-
noured.

Shaheen Siddiqui won
the prize in bouquet mak-
ing competition, Indu
Vishwakarma in Rangoli,
Meena Pal won the prize
in Stall Decoration.
Meenakshi Dubey, Ratna
Chakraborty, Simmi
Sharma, Rehana Khan,
Sunita Tamrakar, Tara
Vishwakarma, Mahrun
Nisha, Priyanka
Tamrakar, Sunita Kumar,
Rajeshwari Samridhi
Tamrakar, Rekha Das, Dr
Sangya Pandey, Pratima
Pardhi, Shamim Akhtar,
Firoza Begum, Jyoti
Sonone of Unnati Mahila
Samiti and Awadh
Vishwakarma, Dinesh
Pathak, Keshav Choubey,
Avinash Dubey, Dinesh
Thakur, Ratna, Manju
Sahu, Medha Sahu,
Gudiya Yadav, Sangeeta
Devangan, Dr Pikki
Verma and other members
of Lokarpan Samiti
played vital role in organ-
ising the programme.

Universal Rail Mill records New Highs in Performance
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Mar 14: SAIL-
Bhilai Steel Plant's
Universal Rail Mill (URM)
that rolls out world's
longest 130 metre rail in
single piece and supplies
260 metre welded rail pan-
els to Indian Railways has
created several records in
production of R 260 grade
and 60E1 profile rails on
March 13, 2022.

URM rolled highest
number of 367 blooms on
March 13 as against previ-
ous best of 360 blooms
rolled on February 04,
2022. The modern mill
rolled out the highest
number of 253 numbers of
130 metre rails in a day on
March 13 as against previ-
ous best of 239 numbers

on Feb 26, 2022.
URM recorded its high-

est tonnage of prime rails
production at 2674 Tonnes
on March 13 as against
previous best of 2561
Tonnes on August 27, 2021.

Finished rail production
at 2858 Tonnes on March
13 was the highest in any
single day as against pre-
vious best of 2747 T on
October 31, 2021. Highest
number of 363 rails were

tested in the Mill's
non-destructive test-
ing facility on
March 13 as against
previous best of 354
on August 24, 2021.
Highest number of
366 rails were visu-
ally inspected on
March 13 as against
previous best of 352
on October 31, 2021.
As many as 151
numbers of 260
metre long rail weld-
ed panels (RWL)
were inspected on
March 13- the high-

est in any single day - as
against previous best of
150 on March 02, 2022.

SAIL-BSP has been pro-
ducing the exact specifica-
tion based rails for the
Indian Railways through-

out its association of
more than six decades.
The R260 grade of Rails is
targeted to meet the re-
quirements of Indian
Railways for higher speed
and higher axle load.

Specifications given by
RDSO for this new grade
of rails are even more
stringent than the specifi-
cations of rails used in
European countries.

As such the steel for
this new grade of rails is
cleaner and the rails have
higher yield strength and
better mechanical proper-
ties. SAIL-Bhilai Steel
Plant is producing this
new grade and profile of
rails from both its mod-
ern Universal Rail Mill
and its older Rail &
Structural Mill.

Assistant Professors arrested for 
abetting I/c Principal’s suicide

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  MMaarr  1144::  Police have ar-
rested three faculty members
of Government Nagrik Kalyan
Mahavidyalaya, Nandini
Ahiwara for allegedly abetting
the in-charge Principal to com-
mit suicide. The accused used
to mentally torture the i/c
Principal and insult him publi-
cally. They often threatened
him to get him transferred to
other place. 

It needs to be mentioned
here that Bhuvaneshwar Nayak
(61) son of Late Bodlal Nayak a
resident of Nandini Nagar had
committed suicide by hanging
self in the old college building
of Government Nagrik Kalyan
Mahavidyalaya, Nandini Nagar

on October 28, 2021. Police had
recovered a suicide note from
his pockets.  Forensic investiga-
tion of the suicide note was
conducted and it was discov-
ered that the handwriting was
of the deceased. 

On the basis of the suicide
note and statements of other
people, police have arrested
three faculty members of the
college for abetting his suicide.
The accused are Prashant

Kannauje (54) son of Meghnath
Kannoje a resident of
Vivekanand Nagar, Basantpur
(Rajnandgaon); Dhalesh Kumar
patel (45) son of Bhojram Patel
a resident of Nandini Nagar
and Premendra Kumar
Upadhyaya (51) son of
Rameshwar Upadhyaya a resi-
dent of Samta Colony, Raipur.
They have been booked under
the provisions mentioned in
section 306, 34 of IPC. 

Sextortion accused arrested from Haryana
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Mar 14: With the
arrest of a ruffian, police
claimed to have busted a
gang involved in sextor-
tion. The accused was ar-
rested from Mewat in
Haryana. Under the able
guidance of SSP Badri
Narayan Meena, the joint
team of Bori Police
Station and Cyber cell suc-
ceeded in solving this case.
The accused had extorted
money from several people
from across the country.
Two other accused are at
large. Police have sealed
six bank accounts of the
accused.

While addressing media
persons here at Police
Control Room on Monday,
SSP Badri Narayan Meena
informed that one Deepak
Dewangan had committed
suicide by hanging self.

While investigating the
matter, the team of Bori
Police Station came to
know that Deepak was
very disturbed for the last
02-03 days. Police conduct-
ed technical investigation
of his mobile phone and
discovered that an un-
known girl was blackmail-
ing him and demanding
money. She had some ob-
scene video of the de-
ceased. An FIR was lodged
under sections 306, 384, 34
of IPC and 67, 67 (a) of IT
Act.

Taking the matter into
serious cognizance, SSP
Badri Narayan Meena di-
rected his subordinates to
trap the accused. Cyber
Cell analysed the mobile
numbers and social media
accounts used by the ac-
cused and discovered that
a Sextortion Gang of
Mewat Haryana was in-

volved.
The Cyber Cell

led by Inspector
Gaurav Tiwari
continued tracking
the technical
spheres while the
second team led by
Inspector Santosh
Mishra (SHO,
Bori) went to
Mewat, Haryana
and Rajasthan.
The team collected
information about
the residence of
the accused and
found that most of the peo-
ple at his village had crim-
inal background. Police
team tried to search the ac-
cused in villages Punhana,
Lohingkhurd, Tigaon,
Chandaka, Firozpur,
Jhirka and Gokalpur but
did not succeed. In the
meanwhile, Wakil Ahmed,
the prime accused in the

case, was located in village
Lohingakhurd. A violent
clash between two parties
in village Lohingakhurd
was going on at that time.
The difficult geographical
situation of the village
and the criminal back-
ground of the locals could
not demoralise the police
team. Posing as agricul-

tural labourers, the police
team camped outside the
village for three days. On
the third day, the accused
came out of the village in
a private vehicle. Police
team chased him for about
30 kilometers and finally
took him in custody.

During interrogation,
the accused revealed that

he has been using
fake IDs of girls on
Facebook for the
last two years. He
used to send friend
request to people
on Facebook and
encourage them to
make a video call
through Facebook
Messenger. Posing
as a girl, the ac-
cused seduced the
targets and made
them remove the
clothes. Later he
played porn videos

on the facebook messen-
ger and recorded the activ-
ities of the person on the
other side. Later they
threatened their targets of
uploading the video on so-
cial media and extorted
money from them.
Accused Wakil Ahmed (30)
son of Saheed Ahmed a
resident of Lohingakhurd,

Police Station Punhana
was arrested and brought
to Durg on transit remand.
The absconding accused
are Zaheer Abbas son of
Noor Mohammad a resi-
dent of Gokalpur (Mewat)
and Azharuddin son of
Aasu a resident of
Lohingakhurd (Mewat).

SSP Badri Narayan
Meena said that the trend
of sextortion is increasing
rapidly. He appealed the
people for not hesitating
from approaching police.
Connecting with an un-
known person via video
call can be a risk your data
is also transferred along
with the video. In cases of
sextortion, the accused
record the video of your
sexual activity, edit it and
prepare an objectionable
video for blackmailing.

SSP Meena suggested
the people for not accept-

ing friend request of any
unknown girl on
Facebook; Do not make
friends with strangers in
Facebook or social media
apps; If you become a vic-
tim of a crime like honey
trap, contact the cyber cell
immediately and Do not
talk to any unknown per-
son on video call.

Inspector Santosh
Mishra, Head Constable
Ramkrishna Tiwari,
Constable Shahbaz Khan,
Pankaj Chaturvedi,
Rajkumar Chandra, Jagjit
Singh from Bori Police
Station and Inspector
Gaurav Tiwari, ASI
Shamit Mishra, Head
Constable Chandra-
shekhar Banjeer,
Constable Vikrant Yadu,
Vijay Shukla and Javed
Khan from Cyber Cell
played vital role in arrest-
ing the accused.
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‘SHOBHA YATRA’

Members of Sindhi Samaj took out ‘Shobha Yatra’ drenched in variety of colours prior
to ‘Chetri Chand’ festival here on Monday.

Would not stake conterdership in
Khairagarh by-poll: Vibha Singh

Raipur, Mar 14: On dec-
laration of by-polls for
Khairagarh, the fight be-
tween two wives of de-
ceased MLA Devbrath
Singh has again come to
fore. At one place where
the first wife is preparing
to contest the elections, on
the other, the second wife
charged her with serious
charges of drawing politi-
cal benefits.

The second wife of de-
ceased MLA Devbrath
Singh from Khairagarh
VS Vibha Devbrath Singh
has charged that she has
not made any contender-
ship for the Khairagarh
by-poll, whereas first wife
of her husband Padma
Singh even after the di-
vorce, is making prepara-
tions to stake claim in the
property and avail politi-
cal benefits through elec-
tion.

Addressing a press con-
ference in press club here
on Monday, Vibha Singh

charged that Padma
Singh is actually no
longer ‘Padma Singh’ and
is now Padma Pant, as
after divorce from
Devbrath Singh she got
married to one Nitin Pant
of Himachal Pradesh. It is
because of such behav-
iour by Padma Singh that
her husband Late
Devbrath Singh divorced
her.

Speaking further she
informed that Padma
Singh divorced her hus-
band taking an hefty
amount Rs 11 crore. Late
Devbrath Singh paid this
amount to her at the time

of divorce by selling his
ancestral property and by
which he was badly shak-
en. Further she is now re-
membering her sons for
gaining political mileage.
Vibha Singh informed
that when Padma was di-
vorced, the age of her
sons was very less and
they were in need of
mother-figure. But at that
time she divorced and got
married to Nitin Pant.

On this Vibha Singh
questioned that after get-
ting married to Nitin
Pant, in what capacity she
can claim and live in
Khairagarh and this is
nothing but purely for po-
litical gains, she alleged.
Vibha charged that
Padma roaming in
Khairagarh is trying to
encash upon the situation
claiming herself to be bet-
ter-half of late Devbrath
Singh, whereas she is no
longer his wife and is the
wife of Nitin Pant.

Budget of Raipur Municipal Corporation today

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Mar 14: Raipur
Municipal Corporation
Speaker Pramod Dubey
on Monday held a meeting
of Congress, BJP and in-
dependent corporators to
seek their support in cor-
poration’s budget to be
presented on March 15
(Tuesday). Dubey asked
all corporators to attend
general body meeting to
be held on the same day.
He asked the corporators
to rise above party politics
and maintain dignity of
the house besides giving
meaningful suggestions
and ideas for city develop-
ment.

For the first time
Governor Ms Anusuiya
Uike will specially attend
the General Body meet-
ing. Dubey also discussed
the preparations for the

meeting with the officials.
Speaker Dubey asked to
discuss openly in the pub-
lic interest on the agenda
related to urban develop-
ment coming in the gener-
al meeting. Budget discus-
sion would take place
after the presentation of
the budget speech on the
financial year 2022-23 of
the Municipal
Corporation by Mayor
Aijaz Dhebar. Prior to this
the meeting called on
March 15 at 11 am will
start and the duration of

one hour is fixed for the
question hour.

The meeting called by
the Speaker was attended
by Congress corporators
Sameer Akhtar, Sunder
Lal Jogi, Akash Tiwari,
Jitendra Agrawal, Suresh
Channawar, Sahdev
Vyavhar, Droupadi
Hemant Patel, Anjani
Radheshyam Vibhar, Zone
president Maniram Sahu,
Ghanshyam Kshatri,
Sheetal Kuldeep Boga,
Neelam Neelkanth Jagat,
Anwar Hussain, Prakash

Jagat, Amit Das,
Alderman Afroj Anjum,
Sunil Chhatwani.

BJP corporators includ-
ing opposition leader
Meenal Choubey, former
opposition leader
Suryakant Rathor, zone-3
president Dr Pramod
Sahu, corporator
Mrityunjay Dubey, Narad
Koushal, Sarita Verma,
Seema Santosh Sahu,
Sushila Dhiwar, Deepak
Jaiswal and independent
corporatopr Amar Bansal
were also present.

BJYM’s Jan Akrosh Rally in protest against
illegal traffic collection, increasing crime 

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Mar 14:
Bharatiya Janata Yuva
Morcha (BJYM) Raipur
district today took out Jan
Akrosh Rally from BJP of-
fice in Ekatma Parisar
here today in protest
against illegal recovery by
traffic police and growing
crime. BJYM District
President Govinda Gupta
alleged that criminal inci-
dents were on rise in the

capital of Chhattisgarh
and traffic police was cre-
ating atmosphere of fear
with illegal traffic collec-
tion.

He said that BJYM ap-
prised the government
several times about crime
but the administration re-
mained silent. Criminal
incidents like knife-fight-
ing, theft, murder have be-
come common in Raipur,
he said. Instead of control-
ling crime police were in-

volved in illegal traffic col-
lection and harassing the
public in the road intersec-
tions. Raipur, which was
known as a peaceful city,
seems to be turning into a
centre of crime. The
BJYM leader said that
growing incidents of
crime also made it difficult
for women to come out of
their houses and pass
through the city roads.

The BJYM also handed
over a memorandum to SP
Prashant Agrawal de-
manding immediate ac-
tion to check crime and
stop harassing public in
the name of traffic. The
BJYM also warned of in-
tense agitation. Among
BJYM leaders who took
part in Jan Akrosh Rally
were Rajesh Pandey,
Govind Gupta, Rahul Rao,
Arpit Suryavanshi, Vishal
Pandey, Ambar Agrawal,
Hari Om Sahu, Pranay
Sahu, Rahul Jain, Mukesh
Patel, Deepak Tanna,
Rahul Yadav, Shankar
Sahu, Vikas Mittal, Akash
Tiwari, Sonu Yadav, Vijay
Laharwani, Samir Farikar
and others.

Oppn MLAs creates
din over farmers’

movement

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Mar 14: The
members of Opposition
in the House raised the
issue of farmers protest,
movement and death of a
farmer during the
protest. BJP MLA
Brijmohan Agrawal,
Shivratan Sharma,
Dharamjeet Singh raised
this issue. Apart from
BJP, BSP and CJC (J)
MLA also put for their
views on this issue.

The Opposition mem-
bers questioned as to who
is responsible for death of
farmer Siya Ram and
why there is criminal
type behaviour with the
farmers? Farmers of 27
villages are on strike for
last 70 days and they were
not allowed to meet Rahul
Gandhi and instead ‘lathi-
charge’ was done and
were brutally beaten by

the police.
On the other hand, the

Opposition members
highlighted that the farm-
ers of Lakhimpur in U P
were paid Rs 50 lakh and
that of Chhattisgarh was
paid just Rs 4 lakh as com-
pensation. The
Opposition gheraoing the
CM said that CM Baghel
is getting tents erected for
farmer’s movement in
Punjab-Delhi ad sending
rice from Chhattisgarh
for them and family of de-
ceased farmer of
Chhattisgarh is being
paid only Rs 4 lakh and
questioned as to whether
this is pro-farmer and
farmer-sensitive govern-
ment of Chhattisgarh ?

An adjournment mo-
tion was submitted on
farmers’ movement and
death of a farmer in the
Vidhan Sabha on Monday.
On this issue the
Opposition MLAs created
din in the House and after
which the House was ad-
journed for five minutes.

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Mar 14: The al-
leged encounter that had
taken place in Adasmeta
of Bijapur almost a decade
ago was fake. Security
forces had opened fire in
panic, during celebration
of Beej Pandum festival,
leading to killing of eight
villagers. This was the
finding of the Adasmeta

Special Judicial Inquiry
Commission.

Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel laid report of the
Judicial Commission on
the table of Chhattisgarh
Legislative assembly on
Monday. According to the
report on the night of 17-18
May 2013, while passing
near the village of
Adasmeta, the security
forces noticed a gathering
of people near the fire.

Suspecting villagers as

Naxalites the security
forces started firing on the
crowd. According to the
report this firing was not
done in self-defense. No
facts have been found,
which shows that the secu-
rity forces were fired or at-
tacked by the villagers.
According to the commis-
sion the firing had taken
place due to mistake in
identifying the villagers
and panic on their side.

According to the com-
mission this incident
would have been averted if
security forces had ade-
quate security equipment,
modern means of commu-
nication and better train-
ing. The commission
noted in the report that the
team that opened fire that

night at Adasmeta was
briefed before being dis-
patched.

In order to prevent such
incidents the Commission
suggested making a train-
ing module to make the se-
curity forces familiar with
the social conditions and
religious festivals of
Bastar and also about the
mountainous and forested
areas, improving commu-
nication system between
the units involved in the
operation, providing  bul-
letproof jackets and night
vision equipment to all se-
curity personnel to help
them operate with greater
accuracy and without
panic, imparting adequate
training to the security
forces to deal with the

guerrilla fighting method
of Naxalites and encour-
aging security forces to in-
teract more with the local
people.

Eight villagers includ-
ing four children were
killed in firing by security
forces on the night of 17-18
May 2013. The security
forces claimed that there
were Naxalites who made
the villagers as shield and
they died in cross firing.
The villagers claimed that
that night the people of
the village had gathered
there to celebrate the Beej
Pandum (local festival).
There were no Naxalites
there. The security forces
who reached the place
started firing on seeing
them.

Adasmeta encounter found fake in judicial probe
‘Security forces
opened fire in
panic, killing vil-
lagers’

Report tabled in
Chhattisgarh
Assembly
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Raipur, Mar 14: MLA
Khujji, Channi Sahu, shot
volley of queries against
the School Education
Minister over dilapidated
condition of school build-
ings in her VS area.

The first question on
the 6th day of Budget
Session of the Assembly
was by MLA Khujji
Channi Sahu. She raised
the issue of many school
buildings turning into di-
lapidated condition. She

charged that many school
buildings in her VS area
either without building
and those with building
are already in dilapidated
condition. She charged
that this is playing with
the life and death of chil-
dren studying in these
building. There are many
schools running in small
rooms made out of wood-
en boxes.

On this School
Education Minister
Premsai Singh Tekam in-
formed that there 3 High
Schools without building
in Khujji VS area and 30
are Primary and 6 are
Middle Schools, which are
dilapidated condition.

MLA Khujji raises issue of
dilapidated school buildings

Charges that it is
putting lives of 
students at risk
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Raipur, Mar 14: Congress
MLAs gheraoed the School
Education Minister Dr
Premsai Singh Tekam on
charges of fault develop-
ing in the Tablets given for
taking attendance of
School teachers. On this
question, Speaker Dr
Charandas Mahant also
raised quite a few ques-
tions and finally he hand-

ed over probe into the case
to Vidhan Sabha
Committee and names of
members of Committee
will be declared in a day or
two.

During the question-
hour session in the House
on Monday, Congress MLA
Lakheshwar Baghel in his
question informed that
form 2017-18 to 21-22, pay-

ment worth crore was
made to a Company for
supply of Tablets, but the
total 637 tablets distrib-
uted were of no  use, as it
developed some fault.

He questioned  the
School Education
Minister as to when these
tablets became out of use
and out of these how
many of them were re-

paired? School Education
Minister Tekam informed
that this Scheme for the
teachers was sanctioned
in 2017-18 and by spending
Rs 1.41 cr in Bastar district
and the Company was sup-
posed to supply the Tablets
by 2021. Once the tablets is
out of order, it cannot be
repaired and it directly
needs to be replaced.

On this MLA Baghel
and Speaker VS Dr
Charandas Mahant jointly
raised a question as to
what is the cost of on
Tablet and in what period
it gets out of order?
Minister informed that pe-
riod is that of 3 yrs and
those which are out of use
now cannot be repaired.
On this Speaker said that

for such faulty supply
complaint should be
lodged against the firm
and get it black-listed.
MLA Baghel charged that
this is case of around pur-
chase worth Rs 200 crore
and no tablets were sup-
plied last year. On this
Minister informed the
House that this is two
year’s scheme and it has
now lapsed.

Rules of purchase not
followed:

Baghel charged that in
this purchase the rules of
‘Bhandar Kray’ were not
followed. As such tender
should have been given to
three firms and in this
case two tenders were re-
ceived and out of which
one of the Company was

issued the order. Baghel
questioned  whether the
Minister will get it investi-
gated by the VS Samiti?
The Education Minister
Tekam accepted that the
condition is such to get
this matter investigated. ‘I
have also seen the sample
of the tablet and it is be-
yond repair. On this BJP
MLA Ajay Chandrakar
said that since the
Minister has accepted
than declaration for in-
quiry should be made.
Speaker Mahant said that
if he hold interest for in-
quiry for 2.5-5%, then I
make declaration for hold-
ing investigation by VS
Samiti and members of
the Samiti will be declared
soon.

Speaker orders probe into faulty tablets
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Raipur, Mar 14:
Enforcement Directorate
has conducted raid in the
house of Congress couple
from Patan and on a liquor
trader from Balod. A 13-
member team of ED
reached Gram Gatapar of
Patan onMonday morning
and here raid was con-
ducted in the house of for-
mer District Panchayat
President Jayanti Sahu
and Vimal Sahu. The offi-
cers of ED are checking all
the documents. There are
also reports of raid in the
residence of their relative
in Dalli-Rajhara and other
places as well.

On the other hand, ED
team had also raided
house of Subhash Sharma

on charges of taking loan
by forming fake compa-
nies. Though these days
Sharma is on remand with
ED and it is based upon
the inputs after inquiry,
the ED team raided his
house and other places.

Sources also informed
that a team of ED had also
reached house of Subhash
Sharma in Balod. It is no-
table here that cases were
lodged against Subhash
Sharma associated with
liquor and hotel business
in Golebazar Police
Station in Raipur. It was in
2015, a person named
Vikram Rana had filed
case of cheating against
Subhash Sharma in
Golebazar thana.
According to him,
Subhash Sharma held
Rana’s land as security
and on this he got loan of
Rs 16.50 cr. by mortgaging
it with PNB. Failing to
get installment, the Bank
sent notice to Rana and
after this he came to
know about the fraud. In
this case Golebazar police

arrested  him in 2018 and
later he got the bail and
left the city. Subhash
Sharma has taken loan to
the tune of Rs 38.50 cr for
Hotel Sapphire Inn,
Goodluck Petroleum
Company; and M/s Vidit
Trading Company and
this amount was taken
from Axis Bank and
Punjab National Bank
Raipur. But failing to
repay the amount, the
Bank declared his ac-
count as fraud.

Sources of ED in-
formed that Subhash
Sharma has opened
many fake companies on
papers and there used to
be no work in these com-
panies and there are
charges that he has
opened these companies
to take loan from the
Banks. According to ED,
Subhash Sharma has
taken loan worth crore
through fake documents
and therefore a case has
been filed against him in
state police and CBI for
scam worth Rs 54 crore.

ED conducts raid against
Cong couple and relatives

In Patan and other
areas

Also reports of raid
in house of Subhash
Sharma in Balod

House adjourned
for 5 minutes

Speaker Pramod
Dubey holds meet-
ing of corporators

More than 50 students fall
ill, admitted in private

hospital in Kharora
RRaaiippuurr,,  MMaarr  1144::  Around 50 stu-
dents of Amity University near
Gram Math in Kharora have fallen
ill after eating canteen’s food.
Students studying in Amity
University have been admitted in
Mahamaya Super Specialty
Hospital and Krishna Hospital in
Kharora with complaints of diarro-
hea, stomach upset and vomiting.
Caretaker Kamlesh Kumar Jaiswal
is providing treatment to all.
Though many of the students got
well in the Hostel itself and only
few were admitted in a private
hospital in Kharora, where they
recovered as well. Some of the stu-
dents in the name of keeping their
names anonymous informed that
more than 50 students of Amity
University had fallen ill after eat-
ing food from the canteen. Most of
them were having symptoms of
Diarrohea.  The students informed
that they have lodged complaint in
this regard with the University
administration, but so far no
action has been taken by them.
Now they are all fearful of eating
the canteen food and somehow
managing by bringing fruits and
snacks from outside. 

Cong MLA gheraoes
School Education
Minister

Tablets issued to
teachers for 
attendance
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‘NAGADAS ON DEMAND’

The traditional drums ‘Nagadas’ are still on demand in the local market and one of the customers checking the beats here on Monday.

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Mar 14:
Vaccines will also be given
to children of 12 to 14
years to protect against co-
rona. It will be started in
the state from March 16.
The preparations for vac-
cination of 13 lakh 21
thousand 286 children of
this age group have been
completed across the
state by the Health
Department. For this, eli-
gible beneficiaries can

register themselves on
the Covin app. State
Nodal Officer for Corona
Vaccination and Director
of National Health
Mission Dr. Priyanka
Shukla informed that
children in the age group
of 12 to 14 years will be
given Corbevax vaccines
manufactured by
Biological-E, Hyderabad.

The second dose will be
administered four weeks
after the first dose. For
this, the vaccination offi-
cers of all the districts
have been oriented.

Dr. Shukla informed
that the requirement of
comorbidity has been
abolished in the state for
people above the age of 60
years for the preparation
dosage. People in this age
group who have complet-
ed nine months or 39

weeks for the second dose
can take their third dose
at the nearest COVID vac-
cination centre. Eligible
citizens can get the third
vaccine by registering in
the Covin app. At present,
more than one lakh 64
thousand vaccines are
available for covid vacci-
nation in the state. To pre-
vent corona infection, one
crore 73 lakh 26 thousand
449 people of the state
have been given both the
vaccines.

At the same time, al-
most all eligible people
above 18 years of age have
got the first vaccine of co-
rona vaccine. One crore
97 lakh 95 thousand 312
citizens of this age group
have been given the first
dose of anti-coronavirus
vaccine. At the same time,
one crore 65 lakh 80 thou-

sand 649 people have been
given both the vaccines.
In the state, 11 lakh 16
thousand 786 adolescents
in the age group of 15 to
18 years have also been
vaccinated. 68 percent of
children in this age group
have received the first
dose, while 45 percent of
adolescents have received
both.

Here seven lakh 45
thousand 800 children
have got both the vac-
cines. Precaution doses
have also been applied to
four lakh five thousand
018 health workers, front-
line workers and citizens
above 60 years of age. A
total of three crore 86
lakh 43 thousand 565 vac-
cines have been adminis-
tered in the state so far
(till March 13, 2022) to pro-
tect against corona.

Vaccines will also be given to
children of 12 to 14 years 

To protect them
from corona, will
start from March 16

Vaccines will be
given to children
born in the year
2008, 2009 and 2010
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Raipur, Mar 14: Under
the chairmanship of
Chief Hospitality and
Culture Minister Mr.
Amarjeet Bhagat, Urban
Administration and
Development Minister of
C h h a t t i s g a r h
Government, Dr.
Shivkumar Dahria, the
closing ceremony of the
three-day Mainpat
Mahotsav concluded on
March 13. On this occa-
sion, C-Mart operated in
Ambikapur and Humic
Acid manufacturing unit
at Sohga Gothan were in-
augurated. Along with
this the Gouthan calendar
was also released.

Addressing the func-
tion, Minister-in-Charge
Dr. Shivkumar Dahria
said that the fame of
Mainpat Mahotsav is in-
creasing year after year
and this is the reason why
this festival is now being
recognized at the national
level as well. In the festi-
val, colorful cultural per-
formances are given by
artists from local to na-
tional level. He said that
under the leadership of
Chief Minister Bhupesh

Baghel, our government
is making continuous ef-
forts to advance the art
and culture of
Chhattisgarh.

It is working towards
giving Chhattisgarh a sep-
arate identity in the coun-
try. Publicity is being
done on a wide scale by
holding exhibitions of
public welfare schemes
run by various depart-
ments of the government
at the festival site, which
will benefit the general

public. He said that the
concept of our govern-
ment is that every person
should get the benefit of
the schemes of the gov-
ernment under Garhbo
Nava Chhattisgarh. If the
information about the
schemes is made available
to the public representa-
tives and the implementa-
tion of the scheme will be
done by the officials, then
all the people will get its
benefit.

Congratulating the suc-
cessful organization of
Mainpat Mahotsav,
Culture Minister
Amarjeet Bhagat said
that along with preserv-
ing and promoting the art
culture, development
works are also being done
at a rapid pace. Work is
also being done to make
Mainpat a center of at-
traction. He said that
every year a new chapter
is being added to the
Mainpat festival. This

time a wrestling competi-
tion was organized for the
first time in the festival,
which was thoroughly en-
joyed by the residents.
Now every year wrestling
competition will be organ-
ized in the festival. This
time a wrestling competi-
tion was organized for the
first time in the festival,
which was thoroughly en-
joyed by the residents.
Now every year wrestling
competition will be organ-
ized in the festival. On
this occasion, Member of
Chhattisgarh Cow Service
Commission, Atal Bihari
Yadav, Superintendent of
Police, Amit Tukaram
Kamble, Chief
Conservator of Forest,
Anurag Shrivastava,
District Panchayat CEO,
Vinay Kumar Langeh,
along with other public
representatives, officers-
employees and a large
number of spectators
were present.

Mainpat festival is now being recognized 
at the national level:  Dr. Dahria

In-charge Minister
Dr. Shivkumar
attended the closing
ceremony of
Mainpat Mahotsav

IIIT Naya Raipur selected
by Samsung PRISM 
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Raipur, Mar 14:
International Institute
of Information
Technology, Naya
Raipur has been select-
ed by Samsung PRISM
for a network security
project to enhance the
security of emergency
calls.

Network Security
project named
‘ M C P T T - N e t w o r k
Emulator for Key
Management Server-
KMS’ was handed over
to a team of three stu-
dents of B.Tech III year
namely Deepraj
Chowdhury, Sayantan
Roy, Sushant Singh led
by Assistant Professor
of IIIT-NR Dr. Ruhul
Aminto make the plat-
form more secured

which will enhance the
security of emergency
calls made by its cus-
tomers like police offi-
cials, etc.

The team worked for
five months on the proj-
ect and they were felici-
tated with a certificate
of excellence along
with cash vouchers.

The selection of stu-
dents was done based
on an online coding
exam in which stu-
dents had to solve 3 cod-
ing-related questions in
75 minutes. Under this
collaborative program,
the selected students
from IIIT-NR worked
on live projects under

the mentorship of
Samsung Research and
Development experts,
and each month, the
Samsung mentor holds
a review meeting to
know the progress of
the project.

Dr. Pradeep Kumar
Sinha, Director-IIIT NR
congratulated the team
and wished them luck
for their future. He also
emphasized that de-
spite the institute being
only six years old, it
has world-class re-
search and innovation
facilities and every stu-
dent is doing some in-
novative research to
change the world.

For Network
Security project

Bilaspur, Mar 14: An on-
line webinar will be organ-
ized by the Department of
Journalism and Mass
Communication of the
Guru Ghasidas Central
University on 16th March
2022 at 11:00 PM on the
topic “Role of Media in
Empowerment of
Women”. The event will be
patronized and presided
over by the Vice-
Chancellor of Guru
Ghasidas University, Prof.
Alok Kumar Chakrawal.
The co-patron is Prof.

Shailendra Kumar,
Registrar of the
University.

Shatabdi Subodh
Pandey, National Head,
Mahila Sahakari Sahakar
Bharati, Raipur will be the
keynote speaker and sen-
ior TV journalist and film
producer, Rajesh Badal,
and eminent Professor,
Govind Singh of Indian
Institute of Mass
Communication, New
Delhi will be the special
speakers.

The Convener of the we-
binar is Dr. Gopa Bagchi,
Head of Department of
Journalism and Mass
Communication and the
Co-convener is Assistant
Professor, Dr. Anupama

Kumari. Organizing
Secretary is research
scholar, Avinash Tripathi.
To join the webinar on
Google Meet, you can con-
nect through this link:
https://meet.google.com/g
sr -totv-dtf and you can
register yourself by visit-
ing (https://forms.gle
/1SUUgWfgF8BSDC39A).

This webinar will focus
on the status of women in
journalism and empower-
ment of women through
journalism.

This webinar will prove
to be useful and informa-
tive for professors, re-
searchers, academia, orga-
nizational sector, people
associated with the media
world, women and others.

Webinar on ‘Role of Media in
Empowerment of Women’

In Central
University Bilaspur
from March 16

Bilaspur, Mar 14: A total of
37 students of the sixth se-
mester of B.Sc. Rural
Technology programme,
run by the Department of
Rural Technology and
Social Development, of
Guru Ghasidas University
Bilaspur went for an educa-
tional tour of the Devbhog
Dairy Plant at Koni today,
on March 14.

In the above tour pro-
gram, the Director of the
dairy plant, NN Dwivedi,
gave brief information
about the activities going on
in the plant. In-charge of
milk production unit work-
ing in the plant, Namrata
Dutta explained in detail
the processing techniques

to be adopted after collec-
tion of milk. She explained
the process of breaking
down the fat particles in the

plant and mixing it in equal
quantity in the milk so that
the milk can be kept safe for
maximum time. The work-

ing method of packaging
machines for milk produced
in the plant was also ex-
plained by her.

Satyam Pandey, working
in the plant, also apprised
the students about the
process of how various
products are made from
milk like Ghee, Rabdi,
Butter, Khova etc. The stu-
dents asked a lot of ques-
tions about the adulteration
of milk and ghee and the
process of their investiga-
tion. On behalf of the dairy
plant, packets of rabri man-
ufactured by them were
given to all the students as a
gift. The Head of the depart-
ment, Dr. Pushpraj Singh
thanked the Director of the
dairy plant for organizing
the educational tour. The ed-
ucational tour was conduct-
ed by the Assistant
Professor of the depart-
ment, Dr. Lokesh Kumar
Tinde.

Educational tour of Devbhog Dairy Plant organised
For students of CU

Raipur , Mar 14: Today’s
Suresh Agrawal memorial
Cricket tournament had 4
matches, the first match was
in between SBI Jagdalpur
and JNIL, SBI won the toss
and selected bating first in
which as core of 75 runs was
made by losing 9 wickets,
playing the next innings
JNIL team players could
score the target very easily
in 6 overs with hardly losing
a single wicket, in this
match an experienced
bowler Mr. Rajesh Verma
was felicitated as the player
of the match for making 39
runs in 4 overs.

The next match was in be-
tween SEML and Yes Bank,
Yes Bank after winng the
toss selected bowling, in the
opening SEML Team made
135 runs by losing 6 wickets,
countering in the next in-
ning Yes Bank batsman’s
couldn’t make the target and

after losing a 3wickets and
made only 93 runs and that’s
how they handed over victo-
ry to Sarda Energy and
Minerals Teams, Sandeep
Verma was rewarded as the
player of match for hitting
27runs in 2 overs.

While in the evening the
third game happened in be-
tween S.A. Rubber

Industries and HDFC Bank,
in which SARI team won the
toss and selected batting
first, they scored 61 runs in
with the loss of 6 wickets,
playing in the next innings
HDFC after losing2 wickets
could easily achieve the tar-
get in 8 overs and won the
match. For achieving 32
runs in 3 overs the man of
the match award was of-
fered to Yuvraj Dwivedi.

Last match of the 10th day
was in between Sky

Automobiles and Axis Bank,
Axis won the toss and decid-
ed to bat 1st. Playing the 1st
innings the Axix players
made 57 runs while losing 7
wickets, inthe second in-
nings Sky Automobiles
made the game’s victory
very easily by losing mere 4
wickets in 8 overs. For
achieving 3wickets in 3
overs Mr. Aakash Singh
from Sky Team was felicitat-
ed with the player of the
match trophy.

JNIL, SEML, HDFC and SKY Automobiles emerge winner

Konta/Sukma, Mar 14:
BJP’s state in-charge D.
Purandeshwari reached
Sukma today and she was
accorded warm welcome by
the BJP workers. Talking to
the journalists of Sukma
district, BJP state in-charge
D. Purandeshwari fiercely
targeted the Bhupesh gov-
ernment. She charged that
the budget of the govern-
ment is limited only on pa-
pers. It is sad that Bhupesh
Baghel talks about
Chhattisgarhi and
Chhattisgarh respect, but
the reality is that he sees

Chhattisgarh only from the
point of view of ATM and
Chhattisgarh is being used
as an ATM machine, she al-
leged.

Purandeshwari while
commenting upon the state-
ment made by Minister
Kawasi Lakhma that the

roads in region are like
Hema Malini’s cheek, said
that this is a wrong state-
ment made by Minister
Kawasi Lakhma.
Purandeshwari  charged
that the roads in Jagdalpur
and Bastar region are in
bad shape and questioned

as to why the Minister who
raised voice against road
construction is keeping
silent today?  She charged
that after Congress govern-
ment coming to power, they
have not even put a lump of
soil on the road. After talk-
ing to our BJP workers, it
has been said that whatever
development has taken
place here has happened
during term of BJP.

Purandeshwari said that
our workers will rise from
factionalism and work joint-
ly in the elections. The
party has recently won in
four out of five states with
good majority and we are
equally hopeful that with
the hard work of the work-
ers, the party will win the
next elections in
Chhattisgarh as well.

Budget of Cong govt limited 
to papers: Purandehswari

Ch’garh is being
used as ATM by
Cong govt, she
alleged



SP conducts surprise inspection of Traffic police

Balod, Mar 14: The
newly appointed SP Balo
Govardhan Ram Thakur
conducted surprise in-
spection of Traffic Police
office in city and after
holding talks with the po-
lice officers and employees
he took to streets and in
this action was taken
against many without
valid vehicle documents
and violating traffic
norms. SP informed that
to check traffic is top pri-
ority of police and there-
fore the traffic police de-
partment has taken to
street and this campaign
will be launched all over
the district.

Need for modern 
resources:

Speaking to media per-
sons, SP Govardhan Ram
Thakur said that there are
many shortcoming which
came to fore during in-
spection in the Traffic de-
partment office and said
that there is need for many
modern resources and
equipments, so that the
traffic system can be
streamlined. He said that
soon the department will
be provided with all mod-

ern resources, so that traf-
fic in the district head-
quarters and other parts of

the district can be stream-
lined.
News of Police checking

spread like wildfire:
DSP Balod District

along with TI and other
police officers and employ-
ees took a small de-tour of
the city and the beats of
their march-past in the
city can be very well heard
by all and people started
correcting their wrong
moves. The vehicles
parked illegally and in an
unorganised manner in

different parts of city
weres made more organ-
ised and were directed to
ensure that same is fol-
lowed the next day and
warned of action, if not
done. Some of the vehicles
were fined for disrupting
traffic and during this
DSP Rajesh Bagdi, DSP
Prateek Chaturvedi,
Inspector Manish Sharma,
Inspector Padma and
other police staff of Balod
traffic police were present
in large number.
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Hansraj Sahu elected President, Sujata Sahu as V-P

BJP leaders, party workers
take out victory rally

Central Chronicle News

Nandini-Ahirwara, Mar 14:
On historic win of BJP in
UP, Manipur, Goa and
Uttarakhand VS pols, it
was under leadership of
BJP Youth Leader Harsh
Jain a massive 'vijay julus'
(victory rally) was taken
out, starting from
Ahirwara Bus Stand and
passing through main
thoroughfares of city. On
this occasion all the BJP
office bearers, party work-
ers and residents and
traders extended greet-
ings on party's win.

With this rally, entire
city was turned and illu-
minated saffron in colour,
as all the party workers

were carrying party's saf-
fron flag and raising slo-
gans 'Jai Shri Ram'. On
this occasion even many a
senior citizens and youths

in large number were
present. At the Ahirwara
bus stand a massive fire-
work was done.

On this occasion ex-

Parliamentary Secretary
Labhchand Bafna,
Ahirwara Palika
President Natwar
Tamrakar, District
Treasurer Chanchal
Bafna, Mandal President
Leeman Sahu, corporator
Anuj Sahu, Shivnarayan
Agrawal, BJYM State
working committee mem-
ber Dau Anand Tamrakar,
Ishwar Sharma, gen. secy.
Rahul Chandel, secy.
Shekhar Baba, Nagar V-P
Sahil Khan, Tushad
Yadav, Sandeep Singh,
District office bearers
Budhram Sahu, Monu
Sahu, Shekhar Sahu,
Bunty Sahu and others
were present in large
number.

On party’s historic win in UP, Goa, U’khand, Manipur

Emission of dust from road
posing health problems

Central Chronicle News

Nandini-Ahirwara, Mar 14:
The road construction
work from Nandini to
Bhilai for 20 km distance
is still underway and this
is causing huge blow of
dust and causing lots of
problems to residents liv-
ing in 200 units in Nandini
Mines.

In order to stop the dust
blowing from the site, the
contractor should use
water in the site, but no
such thing is being done.
On the other hand, no sign

board has been put for
road diversion and due to
which the passer-by are
made to face dusty terrain
all their way to home.

Complaint in this re-
gard has been made by the
residents, but still the road
contractor is not spraying
water on the top and if

this situation persist for
long, then it could pose lot
of health-hazard to the
people living nearby.
Residents charged that the
contractor is carrying out
work sidelining the health
aspects of people nearby.

BJP district cum treas-
urer Chanchal Bafna said

that the contractor is not
utilising water at the site
of road construction and
at many places digging of
holes has been done and
left open, posing problems
of falling of children or
animals and all this is pos-
ing lots of problems for
people of the region.

To residents in 200
Units of Nandini
Mines area
For road work from
Nandini to Bhilai

Elections of Tehsil Sahu Sangh held peacefully
Central Chronicle News

Dongargarh, Mar 14: In
the Tehsil Sahu Sangh elec-
tion, former President
Hansraj Sahu has once
again being given responsi-
bility as President and
Nobel Sahu as V-P.

Observer Gajendra Sav
andn Chumman Sahu
Churiya and CEO
Maheshwar Prasad Sahu
and colleagues were pres-
ent and the election for
Dongargarh Tehsil Sahu
Sangh were held peacefully.

As per information from
the senior party worker of

Samaj Hemant Sahu, for
the post of President TSS
the elected Hansraj Sahu

defeated Ishwar Lal Sahu
with 77 votes. For post of V-
P (Male), Nobel Sahu de-

feated in triangular fight to
Netram Sahu and
Mahendra Das Sahu.

For post of V-P (female),
Sujata Sahu defeated Lata
Sahu. Revaram Sahu or-
ganisation secy;
Gangadhar Sahu secre-
tary; Hemlata Sahu
Secretary; Chavi Das Sahu
Dy. Treasurer and Kawal
Ram Sahu was elected as
the accountant.

To help in this election
work, on behalf of District
Sahu Sangh, Hemant Sahu
was present as Addl.
Presiding officer, along
with Bhuwal Sahu, Anjore
Das, Asst. Presiding office
was Nohar Sahu,
Devendra Sahu.

CG Budget 2022-23 gets
mixed response

Central Chronicle News

Mungeli, Mar 14:
Chhattisgarh budget 2022-
23, presented by CM
Bhupesh Baghel, has got
mixed response from across
the region, with some hail-
ing the budget while anoth-
er criticizing the govern-
ment and the budget as anti
development.

Ruling Congress Party is
continuously terming the
budget developmental,
while the opposition has
termed it apartheid and di-
visional on the economic

front. According to MP
Arun Sao, the budget is anti
development as no employ-
ment grants and schemes
are missing in the budget.
The parliamentarian has
also opined the budget as
poor, as there has been no
provisions kept for women
and health sector.
Dhaneshwar Sahu,
President Pichda Varg
Aayog, has hailed the budg-
et and termed it as one
which has been made taking
care of all the classes of the
society particularly the
youth, trade and commerce

and farmers. District
Panchayat member Sheelu
Sahu has condemned the
budget and opined the budg-
et to be poor in terms of pro-
viding benefits to all. For the
farmers and the unem-
ployed the budget brings
nothing, she said.

BJP Yuva Morcha
President Tarun Khandekar,
has also condemned the
budget and termed it ad-
verse to the states economic
condition. The youths have
got no special provisions,
nor has the unemployed
been any provision, he said.

Central Chronicle News

Anwari, Mar 14: The oath
ceremony and felicitation
programme of newly elect-
ed and nominated office
bearerrs of 'Parikshetriya
Sahu Samaj' (PSS) was held
here on Sunday. The chief
guest was Dayaram Sahu
President District Sahu
Sangh Dhamtari and it was
chaired by Dr Radheshyam
Sahu President Tehsil Sahu
Sangh Kurud.

The programme began
with condolences to late
Arjun Hirwani President
Sahu Samaj Sangh Raipur.

Further in the programme,
Dayaram Sahu adminis-
tered oath to newly elected
office bearers. In this for
the post of President,
Kamlesh Sahu of Darba, for
V-P Tuled Sahu;
Chitralekha Sahu as V-P (fe-
male) and other nominated

members were adminis-
tered oath. The speakers
held the need to keep all
from Sahu Samaj united
and march on path of
progress. Radheshyam
Sahu in his address in-
formed about 'patta' and
other works in Tehsil

Bhavan and moving ahead
in Darba circle. Sharda
Loknath Sahu President
tehsil Sahu Sangh Kurud in
his address said that if a so-
ciety moved ahead remain-
ing united, then any of the
problems can be easily
overcome. He said that mar-

riage of all the daughters
from Sahu samaj is their re-
sponsibility and asked all to
help each other.

In this progarmme
Santram Santram Sahu,
Suman Santosh Sahu,
Sharda Loknath Sahu,
Narayan Sahu, Vishwanath
Sahu, Ghanshyam Sahu,
Kamlesh Sahu, Alakh Ram
Sahu, Teerath Ram Sahu,
Ratni Bai Sahu, Bhuneswar
Sahu, Kaushaliya Bai Sahu,
KR Sahu, Leela Ram Sahu,
Gopal Sahu, Kamta Sahu
and others from Sahu
Samaj were present in large
number.

Oath ceremony of PSS held



TRAFFIC JAM SITUATION

Heavy traffic jam on the Cyber City Road, near Shankar Chowk, in Gurugram,
Haryana on Monday.
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BRIEF
Kangaroo

Alipurduar: A kanga-
roo was rescued from
a goods vehicle in
West Bengal’s
Alipurduar district
for first time and two
persons from
Hyderabad were ar-
rested for allegedly
being involved in traf-
ficking of the animal.
Acting on tip-off, po-
lice team intercepted
a mini-truck on
National Highway-31
in Barobisha area
near Assam West
Bengal border and res-
cued the animal. It is
suspected that the two
arrested persons were
trying to smuggle.

Rescued
Mathura: An 8-year-
old boy, who was kid-
napped for ransom
two days ago from
Govind Nagar area
here, was rescued by
the police, officials
said. One person has
been taken into cus-
tody in connection
with the incident, the
police officials said.
The boy was kid-
napped while he was
playing outside his
house in Govind
Nagar. His family
members found out
only when the kidnap-
pers called them to de-
mand ransom, the po-
lice said.

Threatening
Aizawl: A 37-year-old
man was arrested for
allegedly threatening
to assassinate
Mizoram Chief
Minister
Zoramthanga if he
did not resign within
three months, police
said. The accused had
earlier been arrested in
2018 for writing a
threatening letter to
former chief minister
Lal Thanhawla, a sen-
ior police officer said.
The man, identified as
Rodinliana alias Apuia
Tocchhawng, a native
of Khawzawl town and
resident of Chanmari
West locality.

Injured
Morigaon: A man, ac-
cused of lifting motor-
cycles, was injured in
police firing when he
allegedly tried to es-
cape from custody in
Morigaon district of
Assam. According to
Morigaon
Superintendent of
Police Aparna N, the
accused was arrested.
While the man was
being brought to
Laharighat Police
Station, he tried to flee
the custody. He was
asked to stop but did
not listen to the police-
men there.

Setback
Jammu: National
Panthers Party (NPP)
suffered a setback
when its entire Samba
district unit resigned
from the basic mem-
bership of the party.
NPP district presi-
dent, Samba,
Rajeshwar Singh said
the unit resigned due
to reckless attitude of
the party chairman
and former minister
Harsh Dev Singh.
They were fed up with
internal bickering,
fight for supremacy
among the party lead-
ers, and above all the
reckless attitude of
the party chairman.

Suspended
Indore: Three police-
men, including an as-
sistant sub-inspector,
were suspended for al-
legedly thrashing and
kicking a naked man in
Madhya Pradesh’s
Indore. After a video of
the incident which oc-
curred became viral,
the ASI and two consta-
bles were suspended.

New Delhi, Mar 14 (AP):

India is exploring ways
to avoid a major disruption
in its supply of Russian-
made weaponry amid US
sanctions following
Moscow’s invasion of
Ukraine, and Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
tightrope walk could be-
come more difficult due to
a continuing border stand-
off with China.

Experts say up to 60 per-
cent of Indian defense
equipment comes from
Russia, and New Delhi
finds itself in a bind at a
time when it is facing a
two-year-old standoff with
China in eastern Ladakh
over a territorial dispute,
with tens of thousands of

soldiers within shooting
distance after Galwan
clash.

‘The nightmare scenario
for India would be if the US
comes to the conclusion
that it confronts a greater
threat from Russia and
that this justifies a strate-
gic accommodation with
China. In blunt terms, con-

cede Chinese dominance in
Asia while safeguarding its
European flank,’ Shyam
Saran, India’s former for-
eign secretary, wrote in a
recent blog post.

Would China, drawing
lessons from Ukraine, be
an aggressor in disputed
eastern Ladakh or in
Taiwan? ‘It is very possible

they might do it,’ said
Jitendra Nath Misra, a re-
tired diplomat and distin-
guished fellow in the
Jindal School of
International Affairs.

President Joe Biden has
spoken about unresolved
differences with India after
the country abstained from
voting on United Nations
resolutions against
Russian aggression in
Ukraine. Modi has so far
avoided voting against
Russia or criticizing Putin
for invading Ukraine.

In the early 1990s, about
70 percent of Indian army
weapons, 80 percent of its
air force systems and 85
percent of its navy plat-
forms were of Soviet ori-
gin. India is now reducing
its dependency on Russian
arms and diversifying its
defense procurements,
buying more from coun-
tries like the United States,
Israel, France and Italy.

India unsure of Russian arms
to meet China, Pak threats

New Delhi, Mar 14 (PTI):

The government on
Monday assured the Lok
Sabha it will look into
measures that can be
taken so Indian students
brought back to the coun-
try from Ukraine under
Operation Ganga can com-
plete their education.

Union Minister for
Education Dharmendra
Pradhan also said that
Operation Ganga, carried
out under the leadership
of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi to evacu-
ate Indian students from
Ukraine, is proof of the
“collective wisdom of 130
crore Indians”.

Pradhan was replying to
a question by Congress
member Gaurav Gogoi
who wanted to know if the
government was consider-
ing working out “any poli-

cy or holding talks” with
universities in countries
neigbouring Ukraine to
enable Indian students to
complete their studies.

“When we have brought
them, you remain assured
that government will pon-
der over making arrange-
ments, whatsoever is re-
quired, to enable them to
become doctors in fu-

ture,” the minister said in
response.

“At present, it is time
for getting them out of the
shock. We are all engaged
in that,” the minister
added.

The Congress should
congratulate the prime
minister for the
Operation Ganga, he
added.

“I was expecting that
from his party (Congress)
and the House, prime
minister will be congratu-
lated for Operation
Ganga...,” the minister
told Lok Sabha during
Question Hour.

Parliamentarians on
Monday demanded that
the government formu-
late a policy to allow stu-
dents evacuated from war-
torn Ukraine to complete
their medical education
in universities in India.

Raising the issue dur-
ing the Zero Hour in the
Lok Sabha, Congress
member Rajmohan
Unnithan (Kasargod)
claimed that thousands of
students from Kerala
were still stranded in
Sumy in Ukraine and de-
manded that the govern-
ment take urgent steps to
bring them to safety.

Govt assures on future of students evacuated from Ukraine

Education minister Dharmendra Pradhan answering to
questions in Lok Sabha on Monday.

Mumbai, Mar 14 (PTI):

Maharashtra Home
Minister Dilip Walse Patil
on Monday said the
recording of statement of
BJP leader Devendra
Fadnavis by Mumbai po-
lice in a case of alleged il-
legal tapping of phones
was a “routine” exercise.

But, former state chief
minister Fadnavis claimed
questions that the police
asked him on Sunday were
“meant for an accused”.

A team of the BKC
cyber police in Mumbai
recorded Fadnavis’ state-
ment for almost two hours
on Sunday at his resi-
dence. The police had ear-
lier issued a notice to
Fadnavis, who is leader of
opposition in the state
Assembly, in connection
with the probe into the
leak of confidential infor-
mation on corruption in
police transfers and al-

leged illegal tapping of
phones. Speaking in the
state Assembly on
Monday, Walse Patil said
there was no immunity
in criminal cases.

A notice sent to
Fadnavis, not as an ac-
cused but to record his
statement. “It was a rou-
tine exercise, nothing has
been done deliberately,”
he said. An FIR has been
filed in the illegal phone
tapping case and state-
ments of 24 people have
been recorded, the minis-
ter informed. A notice
under CrPC Section 160

means the statement can
be recorded at home or at
the police station, he told
the House.

The police have also
asked Union home secre-
tary to share the pen
drive (about the alleged
corruption in police
transfers) given by
Fadnavis, he added.

The opposition BJP in
the state said it was
Fadnavis who unearthed
the “scam” in police
transfers.

Raising the issue
through an adjournment
notice in the House, BJP
leader Sudhir
Mungantiwar said mem-
bers of the Legislature
are protected by privilege
and cannot share their
sources. The Supreme
Court has also upheld
this, he added.

Fadnavis, who was
present in the House, said
when he got the question-
naire few days ago, he
had said he would re-
spond.

‘Recording of Fadnavis’
statement routine exercise’

Dilip Walse Patil

Ahmedabad, Mar 14 ( PTI):

The Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh
(RSS) has called for
“Bharat-centric” models of
employment generation to
strengthen the economy
and achieve sustainable
and holistic development.

In the wake of several
youth in the country fac-
ing unemployment, the
Akhil Bharatiya
Pratinidhi Sabha (ABPS),
the top decision-making
body of the RSS, passed a
resolution to promote
work opportunities to
make the country self-re-
liant.

In the resolution, the
ABPS said it wishes to em-
phasise that the entire so-

ciety has to play a proac-
tive role in harnessing
work opportunities to mit-
igate the overall employ-
ment challenge.

“As we have experienced
the impact of the recent
COVID-19 pandemic on
employment and liveli-
hood, we have also wit-
nessed opening up of new
opportunities of which
some sections of the socie-

ty have taken benefit,” it
said. The ABPS is of the
opinion that thrust is to be
given to “Bharatiya eco-
nomic model” that is
human-centric, labour in-
tensive, eco-friendly and
lays stress on decentralisa-
tion and equitable distri-
bution of benefits and aug-
ments village economy,
micro scale, small scale
and agro-based industries,

the resolution said.
“The ABPS calls upon

citizens to work on Bharat-
centric models of employ-
ment generation to
strengthen the economy
and achieve sustainable
and holistic development,”
it said. The three-day
meeting of the ABPS con-
cluded at Pirana on the
outskirts of Ahmedabad.
According to the resolu-
tion, the areas like rural
employability, unorgan-
ised sector employment,
jobs to women and their
overall participation in
the economy need to be
boosted. Efforts are essen-
tial to adapt new technolo-
gies and soft skills appro-
priate to the societal condi-
tions, it said.

RSS stresses ‘Bharat-centric’ job
models to tackle unemploymentAmaravati, Mar 14 (PTI): 

The Andhra Pradesh
Legislative Assembly on
Monday witnessed un-
precedented scenes as the
House Marshals virtually
manhandled the Telugu
Desam Party legislators
and pushed them away
even as five members of
the opposition were sus-
pended from the House for
the duration of the Budget
session. The suspension
was a culmination of acri-
monious scenes the House
witnessed since the start
on Monday morning as
the principal opposition
sought an immediate dis-
cussion on the illicit ar-
rack tragedy in West
Godavari district in which
about 18 people reportedly
died over the past few

days. The Speaker rejected
the adjournment motion
moved by the TDP and
sought to take up regular
business, which the oppo-
sition did not allow.

The House was ad-
journed twice as there was
no order for conduct of
business.

The TDP MLAs were
suspended when the pro-
ceedings resumed after the
second adjournment and
they continued with their
protest. Telugu Desam

Legislature Party deputy
leaders K Atchannaidu,
Nimmala Ramanaidu, sen-
ior members Gorantla
Butchaiah Choudary,
Payyavula Keshav and DB
V Swamy were those sus-
pended.

Though the Speaker an-
nounced that Deputy
Chief Minister (Health)
AKK Srinivas would make
a statement on the episode,
the TDP members insisted
on a discussion to bring
out the facts.

Five TDP members suspended from AP Assembly 

Guwahati, Mar 14 (PTI):

Assam Governor Jagdish
Mukhi on Monday said 274
cases registered against 427
erstwhile cadre of the mili-
tant group National
Democratic Front of
Boroland (NDFB) have been
withdrawn.

Addressing the Assam as-
sembly on the first day of
the budget session, Mukhi
also said that a total of 4,203
cadre of various groups
have been rehabilitated
under the Bodo Accord.
“The State Level Committee
for withdrawal of cases
(non-heinous) under trial
against NDFB cadre after
thorough review has with-
drawn 274 cases against 427
former NDFB cadre,” he
added.

A “proactive implementa-
tion of the Bodo Accord has
led to the rehabilitation of
4,203 surrendered cadre
with financial assistance of
Rs 168.12 crore, the gover-
nor said.

In July last year, Chief
Minister Himanta Biswa

Sarma had announced that
non-heinous crime cases
against the surrendered
NDFB cadre would be dis-
posed of soon and all the
cases pending with
National Investigation
Agency (NIA) would be
transferred to the police.

274 cases against 427 NDFB
cadre withdrawn: Assam Guv

Kolkata, Mar 14 (PTI):

The TMC’s flop show in
Goa polls, preceded by the
civic election debacle in
Tripura a few months ago,
seems to have dealt a body
blow to its national ambi-
tions and the efforts to
project the party as the
glue of an opposition al-
liance against the BJP.

After its emphatic victo-
ry in the 2021 Bengal as-
sembly polls, the TMC, set
to spread its wings far and
wide, had begun the
groundwork in Goa, but
despite its high-decibel
campaign in the coastal
state, alliance with a local
outfit and induction of
several leaders from rival
camps, the party managed
to garner just 5.21 per cent
of the total votes polled,
drawing a blank in the 40-
member Assembly.

Having failed its litmus
test, the Bengal’s ruling

party is back to square
one, trying to draw up a
fresh strategy ahead of the
polls in Meghalaya and
Tripura.

“If you lose one or two
elections, it doesn’t mean
you are done with. It takes
just one win to change the
mood. Everybody talks
about the seats you win or
lose; no one talks about the
percentage of votes gar-
nered. We had entered Goa
only a few months ago and
managed to get over five
per cent votes. I think that
was a good start,” TMC na-
tional vice-president
Yashwant Sinha said.

In Tripura civic polls
last year, the party had

bagged 24 per cent votes
but failed to clinch any
civic body.

A senior TMC leader
said the party’s perform-
ance in Goa was not on the
expected lines and that ne-
cessitated a review of its
strategies.

“It is a blow to our na-
tional ambitions. We had
invested a lot of time and
energy in Goa, but that did
not yield any result. We
need to reassess our plans
before we move forward in
the coming days,” the
TMC leader, who did not
wish to disclose his identi-
ty, said.

He also stated that it was
unlikely that the party
would venture out into
other states for the “time
being”, barring the ones
where it had already
opened a unit. Speaking
on the issue of opposition
leadership, the TMC
leader said, “There are

many leaders in the oppo-
sition camp, but Mamata
Banerjee is the senior-
most one.” In an apparent
bid to project Banerjee as
the main opposition face
against Prime Minister
Narendra Modi in 2024,
the TMC had been induct-
ing people from diverse ge-
ographies and political
backgrounds, and corner-
ing the Congress on every
occasion, but the recent
setbacks prompted the
party to sing a slightly dif-
ferent tune. Neither
Mamata Banerjee nor any
leader of the TMC claimed
that she will be the leader
of the opposition. She has
called upon everyone, who
is opposed to the BJP, to
come together and fight
against the BJP. “Politics
is a long-drawn battle. The
AAP, after camping in Goa
for the last two to three
years, bagged just two
seats in Goa.

TMC’s ambitions take hit after misadventures in Goa, Tripura

T-90 tanks with many imported Russian components 
assembled at Avadi, Tamil Nadu.

US unwillingness to
provide technology
transfers

In phone tapping case

Assam Governor Jagdish Mukhi addresses Assam assembly
in Guwahati on Monday.

Five TDP MLAs meet after suspension in Amaravati on Monday.

Amid pandemonium

RSS leaders at meeting in Ahmedabad.
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LINE-UP FOR WATER

People line-up to fill containers with water as people faced water shortages due to
power outages in Yangon, Myanmar on Monday.

BRIEF
Diversity

Singapore:
Singapore’s diversity
is not static, and the
country welcomes mi-
grants from all over
the world while keep-
ing its broad ethnic
balance stable, Prime
Minister Lee Hsien
Loong said, celebrat-
ing the success of the
Sindhi community
here. It is important
for such new arrivals
to make efforts to inte-
grate into the local so-
ciety, even as they pre-
serve their distinct
identities and cul-
tures. Each group
adds to Singapore’s
rich social tapestry.

Talks
Doha: Chad’s ruling
military council and
representatives of
rebel forces met for
the formal opening of
peace talks in Qatar,
part of a broader
diplomatic effort to
halt decades of fight-
ing and instability in
the vast, faction-rid-
den nation. The nego-
tiationsaim to pave
the way for the head of
the junta, Gen
Mahamat Idriss Deby,
to lead the strategic
central African coun-
try toward new elec-
tions in 18 months.
Delegations gathered
with officials.

Arrested
Kathmandu: Two
Nepali men have been
arrested for allegedly
murdering an Indian
national in Kailali dis-
trict earlier in the
week, officials said.
Kuldeep Gupta, 42,
who hailed from
Sahejapur in Uttar
Pradesh, was killed,
they said.

Washington, Mar 14 (AP):

A US official said Russia
asked China for military
equipment to use in its in-
vasion of Ukraine, a re-
quest that heightened ten-
sions about the ongoing
war ahead of a Monday
meeting in Rome between
top aides for the US and
Chinese governments.
Meanwhile, Beijing has
accused Washington of
spreading “disinforma-
tion” over China’s role in
the Ukraine war.

The prospect of China
offering Russia financial
help is one of several con-
cerns for President Joe
Biden. A US official,
speaking on condition of
anonymity to discuss sen-

sitive matters, said that in
recent days, Russia had re-
quested support from
China, including military
equipment, to press for-

ward in its ongoing war
with Ukraine. The official
did not provide details on
the scope of the request.

The Biden administra-

tion is also accusing
China of spreading
Russian disinformation
that could be a pretext for
Russian President
Vladimir Putin’s forces to
attack Ukraine with
chemical or biological
weapons. Russia’s inva-
sion of Ukraine has put
China in a delicate spot
with two of its biggest
trading partners: the US
and European Union.
China needs access to
those markets, yet it also
has shown support for
Moscow, joining with
Russia in declaring a
friendship with ‘no lim-
its.’ The United Nations
has said it has received no
information backing up
such accusations.

US alleges Russia seeking
military aid from China

Russian military truck factory with alleged Chinese tyre supply.

Ciudad, Mar 14 (AP):

Walter de la Cruz scram-
bled down a large sand dune
in the fog to reach a rock
overlooking the Pacific
Ocean, where he has fished
for three decades. He cast a
hook into the waters off
Peru’s coast several times,
with no luck. One attempt
yielded a piece of plastic
stained with oil.

De la Cruz, 60, is one of
more than 2,500 fishermen
whose livelihoods have been
cast into doubt as a result of
a large crude-oil spill at the
Spanish-owned Repsol oil re-
finery on Jan. 15. ‘We are des-
perate,’ he said, counting on
his fingers the debts that
overwhelm him, including a
bank loan, bills for water,
electricity, gas, and school
supplies for his two grand-

children. Peru has character-
ized the spill of 11,900 barrels
in front of a Repsol refinery
as its ‘worst ecological disas-
ter.’ A report by United
Nations experts estimates it
involved about 2,100 tons of
crude, well above the 700 tons
the International Tanker
Owners Pollution Federation
Limited considers the
threshold for a large spill
and an unprecedented
amount for the type of crude
that leaked. The oil was ex-
tracted from Buzios, the
world’s largest deep water oil
field and the most productive
in Brazil. The spill happened
when the Mare Doricum, an
Italian-flagged tanker, was
unloading oil at the La
Pampilla refinery, just off
Peru’s coast north of the cap-
ital. The ship’s captain told
the South American coun-

try’s Congress that oil spilled
into the ocean for at least
eight minutes.

Peru which has a vast in-
formal economy does not
have exact data on the num-
ber of fishermen affected, or
of the people on the docks
and ports who depend on the
fishing industry, including
restaurants, food vendors,
and those who rent sun um-
brellas or boats. One thing is
for sure: The affected arti-
sanal fishermen are among
the most economically vul-
nerable in Peru, harvesting
small amounts of fish very
close to the coast, sometimes
from small boats and some-
times from the shore, said
Juan Carlos Sueiro, an ex-
pert on the economics of
fishing with the internation-
al conservation group
Oceana.

Peru’s worst ecological disaster
slams small-scale fishing Shanghai, Mar 14 (AFP):

China, the country
where the coronavirus
was first detected in 2019,
is among the last remain-
ing devotees to a zero-
Covid approach to the pan-
demic.

But after two years of
virtually closed borders,
mass testing, targeted
lockdowns and quaran-
tines, the strategy is being
stress-tested like never be-
fore as cases surge across
the country.

With millions currently
under lockdown, can
China’s approach hold out
against the march of the
Omicron variant? China
essentially closed itself off
from the world in March
2020 to follow a formula it
calls “dynamic zero” for

curbing outbreaks: strict
lockdowns and immediate
mass testing. Unlike dur-
ing softer lockdowns else-
where, people in China
can be banned from leav-
ing their building or
forced to remain inside a
hotel room if they are con-

sidered high-risk contacts.
Mandatory track and trace
apps mean close contacts
are usually detected and
quarantined quickly.
Shops, schools, tourist
sites, office blocks and
malls have been summari-
ly locked down with peo-

ple inside after the detec-
tion of a single close con-
tact. Officials are routine-
ly dismissed or castigated
in state media for out-
breaks in their areas. That
puts the onus on local au-
thorities to move fast and
hard on any clusters.
Residents are forced to stay
at home at a moment’s no-
tice, including the 17 mil-
lion people of Shenzhen
who were locked down.
International flight vol-
umes have also collapsed,
with the limited arrivals
undergoing strict weeks-
long quarantine.

The government has said
it will not renew expiring
Chinese passports unless
the holder has a good rea-
son for travel — shredding
outbound demand for 
travel.

Doubts over China’s zero-COVID strategy amid lockdown

Police and workers next to some lockdown areas in Shanghai on Monday.
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Wither Congress
Ten candidates of

Congress party in Uttar
Pradesh got less votes than
NOTA and this single exam-
ple is enough to illustrate the
ground reality of the party
and needs no further com-
ments and party has deci-
mated which is now a
demoralised, fragmented
and spent force. In case of
Punjab party excels in self-
destruction and changed the
Chief Minister in an uncere-
monious manner and the dis-
connect of high command
with the ground realities ulti-
mately landed it in historical
drubbing. Congress needs a
new leadership if it wants to
avoid electroral and political
oblivion. The Gandhi's, Rahul
and Priyanka in front led the
party's compaign in all five
states that went to polls and
the party was rejected by
voters everywhere. It is
expected that they should
now accept the reality as the
verdict is unambiguous and
they should vacate their
positions of leadership for-
mal and informal if the party
has to survive and reinvent
itself to battle the BJP jug-
gernaut. Unlike in Rajasthan
and Chhattisgarh in 2018 the
Cong local leadership could
not check the BJP's "double-
engine" compaign led by PM
Modi and backed by an ener-
getic party machinery. The
writing has been on the wall
for some time and many in
the Congress have read it.
Some left what they felt was
a sinking ship whereas oth-
ers-for instance, the G-23-
still hoped to make the lead-
ership address the crisis. The
fact is the family has out-
lived it's political utility and
is now a burden for the
Congress. Its continuance at
party's helm reflect a sense
of entitlement that alienates
a young and aspirational
electorate, and gives the
party a jaded look. The vot-
ers have moved on from the
Nehru-Gandhi family, it's
time the party did too. The
AAP which has stormed to
power in the state was in
many ways a debutant and
moreover now the party has
become natural replacement
of Congress as it was in Delhi
and presently in Punjab and
Congress is no longer a party
of voters. Did the Mahatma
Gandhi foresee such a turn
of events when he suggest-
ed the disbandment of the
Congress as a political enti-
ty? None of the parties in
the opposition camp seem
to be in a position to suggest
an alternative to ruling party
and it is evident that opposi-
tion suffered because of
lack of leadership and the
people are familiar with a
narrative known as TINA
(there is no alternative) but
in the recent assembly elec-
tions a new narrative
emerged that of SITA
(someone is there always)
and now combined opposi-
tion is to find that SITA.

YYaasshh  PPaall  RRaallhhaann,,  JJaallaannddhhaarr

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

WHAT THEY TWEET!

AAbbhhiinnaavv@@AAbbhhiinnaavv4477777722442299
I'd asked one of my
father's senior officer
who had retired as the
VCOAS as to why he never
went on TV for sharing his
views. He simply said that
that would not be correct
considering the office he
exited. Unfortunately
leading to a confirmation

bias for everyone.

SSaaiilliinngg  CClloouudd@@ttwwiinniittiisshhaa
Life is like a punishment when you
have to live with insecurities. Life
screws you when you are extra
cautious. The world will feel better
when people give a piece of their
heart and not a piece of their mind
at every opportunity. 

AArrppiitt@@aarrppiitt__bbhhaayyaannii
There is no better resource to learn
anything in-depth than the official
documentation. YouTube tutorials
and blogs are good enough to get
started, but when it comes to
building an in-depth understand-
ing, you will have to go through the
official documentation.

RRaajjkkuummaarr@@VViinncceennttRRKK

Omicron is NOT mild. It's
highly contagious and vac-
cine evasive. You see that
when it enters a country
where almost no one has
had COVID before.  You
can see how it dwarfs the
peak in cases that
occurred in the US. A peak
we considered so high and

undwarfable.

VVaayyuu  AAeerroossppaaccee@@RReevviieewwVVaayyuu
Mirage 2000s have been transformed into a deadlier version of themselves!!

RRaahhuull@@RRaahhuullJJMMaatthhuurr
Building a company in a "not cool"
industry won't get you re-Tweets on
Twitter & shares on LinkedIn - but, it
will help you discover a small group
of believers. They either join you,
buy your product(s) or quietly pro-
mote your company - counts 100x
towards company progress.

R ussia has turned to China for military equipment
and aid in the weeks since it began its invasion of

Ukraine, US officials familiar with the matter told media.
The officials, who spoke on the condition of anonymity be-
cause of the sensitivity of the subject, did not describe what
kind of weaponry had been requested, or whether they
know how China responded. This kind of development was
already in knowledge of government of India. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi emphasised on integrating latest
technology in the security apparatus and reiterated that
every effort must be made to make India self-reliant in the
defence sector so that it not only strengthens our security
but also adds to the economy. Modi was also given a detailed
overview of global tech usage in the defence sector and
India's advances in it. India is alarmed at developments re-
garding Russian invasion of Ukraine and sanctions on
Russian defence companies, which supply weapons to
India. Subsequently, Russian dependence on China for
hardware components has forced India to accelerate pro-
grammes for replacing Russian weapons from armed
forces. In a landmark development, India's Defence
Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) recently
took to Twitter to announce the proverbial 'metal cutting'
for the first prototype of India's next-generation fighter jet,
the Advanced Medium Combat Aircraft (AMCA). With
AMCA, India looks set to become only the fourth country to
launch an indigenously produced stealth fighter aircraft.
However, Turkey is also aggressively pursuing its own fifth-
generation aircraft, known as the TF-X, that shares almost
the same timeline of launch as Indian AMCA. Then South
Korea (KF-21) and the European nations (Tempest and
FCAS) are also developing fifth-gen fighter jets. In line with
the announcement in the Union budget 2022-23, the defence
ministry last week said that it has identified 18 major plat-
forms for industry-led design and development under vari-
ous routes.

The platforms include Hypersonic glide vehicle Directed
energy weapons (300 KW and more), Naval shipborne un-
manned aerial system (NSUAS), Lightweight tank, Self-
healing minefields, Unmanned autonomous AI-based land
robot, 127 mm naval gun, 127 mm guided projectile, Electric
propulsion (engines) for ships, Standoff airborne jammer,
Li-ion cells and li-sulphur cells, Communication system
(AFNET system switches, routers, encryptors and VOIP
phones), Electro-optical (EO) pod (with subsequent upgrade
to EO/IR) with high-resolution sensing and 'Plug and Play'
housing/infrastructure for soldiers posted at extreme alti-
tudes. Projects involving the design and development of
equipment, systems, major platforms or upgrades thereof
by the industry can be taken up under this category. Under
SPV model, Long-range unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs)
for high altitude long endurance and Indian multi-role heli-
copter (IMRH) projects approved. Under the iDEX category
Low orbit pseudo satellites being considered. Self sufficien-
cy in defence systems is paramount as according to reports,
cheap Chinese tires have been blamed for a Russian convoy
of armoured vehicles being unable to reach Kyiv. Russian
trucks use Chinese military tires, specifically the Yellow
Sea YS20. China is considering buying or increasing stakes
in Russian energy and commodities companies, according
to people familiar with the matter. It would be wrong to as-
sume that the expanded trading relationship between
Russia and China will only cover raw materials. Russia is
working on sourcing spare parts for aircraft from China
and other Asian countries and has not yet decided whether
to buy foreign airplanes leased by Russian airlines. After
collapse of Soviet Union, Russia has not been able to mod-
ernise its manufacturing industries and may be forced to
depend on China for imports. This is double whammy situa-
tion for India. Performance of Russian supplied equipment
has been questioned as recent cases of Brahmos missile
misfire with Russian made engine and Russian made heli-
copter crash of late CDS Bipin Rawat show. India has to de-
velop its military industrial complex urgently.

Alarming Russian
dependence

M ost companies and large businesses are familiar
with the corporate tax rate, but not all of them are

knowledgeable about the list of countries where corpo-
rate tax rates are high, which include the United States,
Switzerland, Ireland, Singapore, and others. One of the
most underappreciated advantages of a worldwide corpo-
rate tax strategy is the ability to optimise your global tax
structure and reduce tax liabilities when a taxable event
occurs. Certain nations in the developed market bloc,
such as the United States and Canada, have corporation
tax rates of around 35 percent. Despite the fact that India
enacted a corporate tax overhaul in July 2019 that generat-
ed protests and resulted in a political deadlock in the
Indian parliament, India is not in list of nations with
lower corporation tax rates. Even after the decreased rate
was imposed in July, India's corporation tax rate has re-
mained at 19 percent since 2016. India's corporate income
tax rate is still one of the highest in the world. The United
Kingdom is in second place, with a new rate of 12 percent.
Certain nations, such as Italy, Ireland, France, and Poland,
are considering lowering their corporation tax rates in
the future.

In India, basically, there are two optional schemes of
section 115BAA and section 115BAB, neither of which can
be disowned once embraced. The other common features
of the two are they are in lieu of all the tax incentives and
exemptions including the accelerated 100 percent depreci-
ation prescribed for select industries from time to time. In
addition, the right to carry forward unabsorbed deprecia-
tion and losses has to be foresworn. Under the first, tax
rate is 22 percent plus 10 percent surcharge and 4 percent
education and health cess on the tax as increased by sur-
charge for a domestic company engaged in any business.
Under the second, tax rate is just 15 percent plus 10 per-
cent surcharge and 4 percent education and health cess on
the tax as increased by surcharge for a domestic company
set-up and registered on or after the first day of October,
2019, and has commenced manufacturing or production of
an article or thing on or before extended till March 31,
2024. India has long way to corporate tax reforms for de-
velopment of industry.

Corporate taxation
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An artist gives finishing touches to a mural painted on a building at a slum clearance board residential community in
Chennai, Tamil Nadu.

FINISHING TOUCHES

21st century urban designers need
to rediscover centuries-old tradition
in India. Dholavira, a 4,670 year old
city with orthogonal streets, planned
urban spaces and underground water
and sewage management was recog-
nised as a World Heritage Site by UN-
ESCO in 2021. Hundreds of such
planned cities are dotted across the
Indian subcontinent. Evolved over
centuries, India's ancient urban her-
itage offers many lessons in this era
of worsening climate change. The
idea of 'vernacular urbanism' that is,
cities and settlements that respond
to local weather and climate patterns
is recognised by both academics and
the building industry. The old cities of
India have much to offer 21st century
urban development. Urban develop-
ment in the 20th century was charac-
terised by urban sprawl and high-rise
city cores. Cities expanded up and
out. Urban experts from Patrick
Geddes to Louis Mumford to Jane
Jacobs, have recognised suburbia
and high-rise city centres as unsus-
tainable. They involve a massive eco-
logical footprint, water management
problems and problematic trans-
portation systems, along with the
poor quality of life they offer to the
majority of citizens.  

The United Nations Sustainable
Development Goals, a 21st century in-
vention, point to what was already re-
alised in the pre-industrial city. The
fundamental characteristics of the
traditional city in India are its com-
pact city form with non-motorised
transit systems cutting down waste-
ful consumption of resources and

high pollution load that contribute to
climate change. It's a built form per-
fected over hundreds of years. Indian
cities such as Shahjahanabad (which
became Delhi), a living city planned
and built in the 17th century, as well
as many other traditional cities of the
Global South, exhibited exactly the
features that the UN SDGs strive for.
The old compact cities occupy less
land than modern metropolises as
many of them are built on geographi-
cal high-points, often resulting in a
high-density, but not high-rise living,
good public transport networks, and
mixed-use areas that embrace work,
home and play within the one area.
Their hill-top locations reduce the ex-
tent of infrastructure, both physical
and social, and in a modern context
reduce demand for electrical and
electronic systems. The resulting sav-
ings in fossil fuel consumption and
overall capital investment contribute
to climate change resistance. 

Before the term was invented, old
cities had already embraced mixed-
use zoning. The compact city reduces
commuting distances and provides
for proximate recreation spaces.
Transportation systems within old
cities are usually well shaded pedes-
trian networks, which also ensure
cooling airflow. The shaded streets
double as open spaces where playing
children are within the 'eyes on the
street' of the family. The compact old
city often located larger institutional
buildings on higher ground while
being connected by the movement
lines in the valleys. These large insti-
tutional buildings spontaneously gen-

erate public open spaces in front of
them, functioning as a distribution
hub for natural airflow. In the hot-arid
regions of India, the continuous air
change improves the micro-climate
and most recently provided neces-
sary air change during the pandemic.
The value of low-rise, high-density
development is now well recognised
by academics and eminent urban de-
signers like Leon Krier, Charles
Correa, Jan Gehl as more sustainable
compared to urban sprawl or the en-
ergy guzzling high-rise density forms.
The pandemic made matters worse
where viral movement through lifts
and vertical ducts found a free flow.
Sealed glass windows and recycled
air from the HVAC systems aggravat-
ed viral circulation even further.

Post-pandemic, low-rise, optimum-
density development (optimum den-
sity varies from culture to culture, cli-
mate to climate) is likely to have a
resurgence, not only to address the
pandemic but also as a more energy
efficient, human-scaled city form.
Four to five storey walk-ups often
characterise the old settlements.
These contribute less to urban over-
heating as the heat-absorbing sur-
face area of the building mass is con-
siderably reduced. Modern construc-
tion materials from production to
consumption to waste are undoubt-
edly unsustainable. Steel, glass, alu-
minium and plastics have huge im-
pacts in their mining and are highly
energy intensive in their production.
They also involve long distance, fossil
fuel-based transportation. But these
are, at present, 'normal materials' of
construction.  The huge embodied en-
ergy in modern materials is com-
pounded by the energy required for
their upkeep, cooling, and heating.
Traditional, organic building materials
such as timber, clay, and straw use
little energy to create and therefore
have a considerably lower ecological
footprint than materials such as steel
and concrete. The local materials are
sourced from short distances with
minimal transportation costs, are
built in compression-based construc-
tion systems with minimum steel and

without a globalised supply chain.
The resulting aesthetic was also cul-
turally mediated through centuries of
building traditions. 

The traditional city emerged way
before we could have ever imagined
the automobile or railroads. Most tra-
ditional cities were relatively un-
planned - they naturally emerged
simply by people colonizing and
building close together, copying
styles that they have seen elsewhere
and liked. Because the pattern
emerged before there were cars or
even transit, the traditional city pat-
tern is very compact and walkable by
nature. It is very human-scale, and
has an amazing sense of place. In an
environment dependent on the auto-
mobile, you practically depend on
one for your mobility. It is too incon-
venient or unattractive to use any
other form of transportation, so the
car is seen as a necessary prosthetic
just to go about your business. In a
traditional city, a car is an unneces-
sary inconvenience in most cases. If
the building industry's contribution
to carbon emissions, currently
pegged at 40 percent, is to be
brought down, the only solution
would be to humanise the scale of
construction. At present, across the
world, vernacular settlements of
thousands of square metres are lying
neglected. Meanwhile new develop-
ments are aggressively conquering
more and more land for city expan-
sion. Renewal and adaptation of the
neglected housing stock in old cities
could yield considerable amount of
built form of high thermal comfort. It
would mean near zero additional car-
bon footprint.  It would be a tough
call for a capital-hungry building in-
dustry to restrain itself to reinven-
tion. But the climate crisis is now
largely non-negotiable. Urban Design
as a discipline thrives on three-di-
mensional studies and simulation of
climate variables on city form.
Rediscovering old cities is a possible
direction for a climate friendly future. 

((KKTT  RRaavviinnddrraann  iiss  aa  vviissiittiinngg  
pprrooffeessssoorr  aatt  NNIITTTTEE  UUnniivveerrssiittyy,,

MMaannggaalluurruu,,  KKaarrnnaattaakkaa..))

India’s oldest cities offer modern lessons

MMoonnaa@@MMoonnaaPPaatteellTT
Climate change represents the
most complex challenge of our
time it requires a
concerted,proactive & holistic
response. Gender inequality may
dramatically limit the resilience &
adaptive capacity of women, fam-
ilies & communities.

KT RAVINDRAN
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Ties-up

New Delhi: Hero
Electric on Monday
said it has joined
hands with L&T
Finance to offer con-
sumers easy financing
solutions for its entire
product portfolio
across its 750-plus
dealership network.
Hero Electric CEO
Sohinder Gill said af-
fordability is one of
the factors.

Dispatches
New Delhi: BHEL
has dispatched its
42nd nuclear steam
generator to NPCIL
for installation at a 700
MWe unit in
Rajasthan Atomic
Power Project. The
steam generator was
flagged off from
BHEL’s Trichy plant
in the presence of sen-
ior officials of BHEL
and NPCIL.

Plans

New Delhi:
Mirchi.com, a unique
marketplace for tradi-
tional sweets and
snacks, on Monday
said it is looking to
raise about Rs 50 crore
from strategic in-
vestors to fund its ex-
pansion. Founder
Poornima Mital said
it use the funding to
invest in many mar-
keting activities.

Develop
New Delhi: Illumina
Singapore and
Trivitron Healthcare
have joined hands to
develop and expand
the use of next-gener-
ation sequencing
(NGS)-based in-vitro
diagnostic tests (IVD)
in India. Over the next
three years, Illumina
Singapore (a sub-
sidiary of Illumina
Inc) and Trivitron in-
tend to develop and
distribute a suite of
standardized, com-
mercial IVD assays to
deliver an effective
and non-invasive way
of diagnosing can-
cers, determining
pathogens.

Raises

New Delhi: Solar
photovoltaic (PV) cell
manufacturer Jupiter
International on
Monday said it has
raised Rs 170 crore
from Edelweiss
Alternative Asset
Advisors Ltd. Jupiter
International MD
Alok Garodia said we
will commission
Mono PERC cell man-
ufacturing facility.

New Delhi, Mar 14 (PTI):

The wholesale price-
based inflation in
February rose to 13.11 per
cent on hardening of
prices of crude oil and
non-food items, even
though food articles soft-
ened.

After two months of
mild easing, WPI inflation
accelerated in February
and remained in double
digits for the 11th consecu-
tive month, beginning
April 2021.

WPI inflation last
month was 12.96 per cent,
while in February last
year, it was 4.83 per cent.

The rise in crude oil and
natural gas prices after the
Russian invasion of
Ukraine, beginning
February 24, has put pres-
sure on the wholesale
price index, even though
food articles saw softening
across categories of veg-
etables to pulses to pro-
tein-rich items.

Inflation in crude petro-
leum spiked to 55.17 per
cent during February,
against 39.41 per cent in
the previous month on ris-
ing prices of crude oil

globally. Inflation in food
articles, however, eased to
8.19 per cent in February
from 10.33 per cent. The
rate of price rise in vegeta-
bles was lower at 26.93 per
cent in February, against
38.45 per cent in the previ-
ous month. In egg, meat

and fish, inflation was 8.14
per cent, while in onion, it
was (-) 26.37 per cent.
Inflation in potatoes saw a
sudden spike at 14.78 per
cent in February, against (-
)14.45 per cent in January.

“The high rate of infla-
tion in February 2022, is

primarily due to rise in
prices of mineral oils,
basic metals, chemicals
and chemical products,
crude petroleum & natural
gas, food articles and non-
food articles etc as com-
pared to the correspon-
ding month of the previ-
ous year,” the Commerce
and Industry Ministry
said in a statement.

Inflation in manufac-
tured items was 9.84 per
cent in February against
9.42 per cent in January.

In the fuel and power
basket, the rate of price
rise was 31.50 per cent dur-
ing the month. Icra Chief
Economist Aditi Nayar
said the global surge in
commodity prices, includ-
ing crude and edible oils,
poses the main risk to the
WPI inflation trajectory.

“We now expect the WPI
inflation to print at a high
13-14 per cent in March
2022. The timeline with
which the WPI inflation
will recede into single dig-
its will be driven by the du-
ration of the Russia-
Ukraine conflict and its
impact on supplies and
commodity prices,” Nayar
said.

Feb WPI inflation spikes 
to 13.11% on costlier crude

Mumbai, Mar 14 (PTI):

Equity benchmark
Sensex rallied 936 points
on Monday, helped by
heavy buying in banking
and IT counters along
with decline in oil prices
amid hopes of headway in
renewed diplomatic talks
between Russia and
Ukraine.

A fresh round of talks is
expected on Monday be-
tween Ukrainian and
Russian officials.

Rising for the fifth
straight session, the BSE
Sensex jumped 935.72
points or 1.68 per cent to
settle at 56,486.02. During
the day, it rallied 995.53
points or 1.79 per cent to
56,545.83.

Similarly, the broader
NSE Nifty climbed 240.85
points or 1.45 per cent to
settle at 16,871.30.

In the 30-share Sensex
pack, Infosys, State Bank
of India, HDFC Bank,
Axis Bank, ICICI Bank,
Maruti Suzuki India,
HDFC and Wipro were
among the major gainers,
jumping up to 3.76 per
cent.

In contrast, Hindustan
Unilever Limited, Sun
P h a r m a c e u t i c a l
Industries, Dr Reddy’s
Laboratories and Tata
Steel were the laggards.

Bourses in Hong Kong
and Shanghai settled
sharply lower, while
Tokyo was marginally
higher.

Stock exchanges in the
US settled lower on Friday.
Germany’s DAX advanced
2.8% to 14,003.93, while the
CAC 40 in Paris picked up
1.7% to 6,367.58. Britain’s
FTSE 100 gained 0.3% to
7,178.48.

Markets extend winning
momentum to 5th day

Rupee slips 11 paise
at 76.55 against
USD, bullion falls

Mumbai: The rupee declined by
11 paise to close at 76.55 (pro-
visional) against the US dollar
on Monday amid moderating
crude oil prices and foreign
fund outflows. High inflation
also affected market senti-
ment, forex dealers said.
However, a rally in the equity
markets restricted the rupee’s
fall, they added. 
At the interbank foreign
exchange market, the rupee
opened at 76.63 against the
American dollar. It regained
some lost ground during the
session but remained in the
negative territory as investors
turned towards safe-haven
assets. During the day, it
swung between a high of 76.52
and a low of 76.69.

The local unit finally settled
at 76.55 against the dollar,
down 11 paise from the previ-
ous close. Uncertainty over the
war in Ukraine and persistently
high inflation kept investors
away from riskier assets,
traders said.

Meanwhile, the dollar index,
which gauges the greenback’s
strength against a basket of six
currencies, was trading 0.39
per cent lower at 98.79. Bullion
prices showed downward
trend. Gold prices on Monday
fell by Rs 256 to Rs 52,622 per
10 grams in futures trade as
participants cut down their
bets amid a weak global trend.

Mumbai, Mar 14: 

The Insurance
Regulatory and
Development Authority of
India (IRDAI), along with
the Ministry of Road
Transport And Highways,
has released a draft notifi-
cation for revising the
third-party premium rates
for motor insurance poli-
cies for the financial year
2022-2023. This proposed
revision was stalled for the
last two years due to the
Covid pandemic.

Nitin Kumar, Head-
Motor New Business,
Policybazaar.com said,
“This was an expected
move as third-party rates
had not been changed for

the past two terms. The in-
crease is across the spec-
trum from cars and two-
wheelers to commercial
vehicles. While third-party
premium rates are revised
on an annual basis by
IRDAI, these were put on
hold in 2020, and then
again in 2021, to give relief
to policyholders during
the pandemic.”

As per the revised rates,
private cars with 1,000
cubic capacity (cc) will at-
tract rates of Rs 2,094.
Similarly, private cars
with 1,000 cc to 1,500 cc will
attract rates of Rs 3,416
while those above 1,500 cc
private cars will see a pre-
mium of Rs 7,897. Two-
wheelers over 150 cc but

not exceeding 350 cc will
attract a premium of Rs
1,366 and for two-wheelers
over 350 cc the revised pre-
mium is Rs 2,804. For pub-
lic goods carrying com-
mercial vehicles, the pre-
mium will range from Rs
16,049 to Rs 44,242 depend-
ing on the gross vehicle
weight. For the private
ones, the premium will
range from Rs 8,510 to Rs
25,038. However, with the
rise in the number of
third-party claims after
the initial drop during
Covid, reinsurer GIC had
written to IRDAI, propos-
ing the mandatory in-
crease in third-party rates,
which has now been ac-
cepted.

Third Party Motor 
insurance premium to  go upNew Delhi, Mar 14: The

big 4 broadcasters are like-
ly to pull out their general
entertainment channels
(GECs) from the Prasar
Bharati- owned free direct
to home (DTH) platform
from 1st April 2022. The
channels that will be
pulled out from DD Free
Dish are Star Utsav, Zee
Anmol, ColorsRishtey, and
Sony Pal. From now on
these channels will only be
available on cable and
DTH platforms like Tata
Play and Airtel.

Industry sources say
that the broadcasters are
worried about the flight of
customers from pay distri-
bution platforms to DD
Free Dish once the New
Tariff Order (NTO) 2.0 is
implemented. As things

stand today, the broadcast-
ers have pulled out their
popular channels from
bouquets in order to in-
crease the average rev-
enue per user (ARPU).

Sources also claim that
the big broadcasters have
taken a well-informed de-
cision which will serve
them well in the long-
term. The choice is clear
as the broadcasters want
to protect their subscrip-
tion revenue. “The cable
and DTH platforms have
been complaining to the
broadcasters about the im-
pact of re-run GECs on
their subscriber base. The
Pay TV platforms wanted
parity as the broadcasters
don’t collect any subscrip-
tion fee from DD Free Dish
customers.

Broadcasters to pull GECs from
Prasar Bharati owned DTH platform

Ministry of Labour unveils 
for Railway Good Shed Workers

survey form of BRMGSU
NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  MMaarr  1144::

Bharatiya Railways Mall
Godam Shramik Union
(BRMGSU) hosted a function
to giving honor of the
Ministry of Labor,
Government of India at the
Constitution Club of India in
New Delhi on Saturday
March 12, 2022. The ceremo-
ny started at 12 noon. The
event was organized by
BRMGSU President, Parimal
Kanti Mandal and General
Secretary, Vidyadhar
Mallick, where Labour and
Employment Minister,
Bhupendra Yadav was the
chief guest and Chief Labour
Commissioner (Centre) (CLC
(C)), Ajay Kumar Samantray
was present as the special

guest, as well as additional-
Chief Labour Commissioner
(Central), Deputy Chief
Labour Commissioner
(Central), Assistant Labour
Commissioner (Central),
Labour Enforcement Officer,
Deputy Chief Labour
Commissioner (Central) from
New Delhi, Regional Labour
Commissioner (Central) from
Uttar Pradesh and Railways
Deputy Director-Traffic,
Railway Board, Joint Director
(Health) from the Ministry,
Railway Board, Under
Secretary-Railway Board,
and Section Officer of the
Ministry and Additional-
Private Secretary from the
Minister of State in the Prime
Minister’s Office had a digni-
fied presence.

New Delhi, Mar 14 (PTI):

Many states have re-
quested extension of the
compensation mecha-
nism under the GST be-
yond June 2022, Finance
Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman said on
Monday.

Under the Goods and
Services Tax (GST) law,
states were guaranteed
to be compensated bi-
monthly for any loss of
revenue in the first five
years of GST implemen-
tation from July 1, 2017.

The shortfall is calcu-
lated assuming a 14 per
cent annual growth in
GST collections by states
over the base year of
2015-16. The 5-year peri-
od ends in June 2022.

The compensation
amount to be paid from
the compensation fund

is arrived at by levying
cess on top of the high-
est tax slab on luxury, de-
merit and sin goods.

In a written reply in
the Lok Sabha,
Sitharaman said the cen-
tral government is com-
mitted to giving GST
compensation to
states/UTs for 5 years as
per the Constitutional
provision. To a query

whether the government
has received proposals
from state governments
requesting extension of
compensation mecha-
nism for another five
years in view of difficul-
ties caused by the pan-
demic, she said “Yes Sir.
Many states have re-
quested for extension of
the compensation period
during the deliberations

in GST Council and in
letters addressed to the
central government”.

GST compensation for
financial years 2017-18,
2018-19 and 2019-20 has
already been paid to
states. Since collections
in the compensation
fund are falling short of
requirement, for 2020-21
and 2021-22, the Centre
has borrowed funds
worth Rs 1.10 lakh crore
and Rs 1.59 lakh crore,
respectively and passed
it on to states as back-to-
back loans.

The compensation
cess, levied on luxury
and demerit goods, will
continue to be collected
till March 2026 to repay
the borrowings that
were done in 2020-21 and
2021-22 to compensate
states for GST revenue
loss.

Many states request GST compensation extension beyond 5 years

Nirmala Sitharaman

Experience not relevant 
criteria for bidder selection
New Delhi: Defending its
decision to sell Central
Electronics Ltd to Nandal
Finance & Leasing, the
government on Monday
said technological and
managerial experience are
not among the relevant
criteria for the selection of
a bidder in strategic disin-
vestment.

New Delhi, Mar 14 (PTI):
French carmaker

Renault on Monday said it
has launched new version
of its entry-level model
Kwid with price starting
at Rs 4.49 lakh (ex-show-
room).

Available in both 0.8-
litre and 1-litre petrol pow-
ertrains with manual and
automatic transmission
options, the updated Kwid
features new interior and
exterior colour harmony
with white accents in the
Climber range.

The KWID MY22
Climber range will also
offer customers an array
of new colour options
along with new dual tone
flex wheels.

The value proposition of
model is further enhanced
with the introduction of

new RXL(O) variant on
both 0.8-litre and 1-litre
manual transmission pow-
ertrains, the carmaker

said in a statement.
The model is compliant

with all the current safety
requirements for the

Indian market and even
goes beyond to protect
both passengers and
pedestrians, it added.

Renault launches new Kwid starting at Rs 4.49 lakh

New Delhi, Mar 14 (PTI):

The government plans
to invite expression of in-
terest to sell its stake in
LIC-controlled IDBI Bank
by the next month-end, a
senior official has said.

As part of the divest-
ment, the government
plans to sell its entire 45.48
per cent stake eventually.

The government may
look to sell around a 26 per
cent stake in the bank,
along with management
control to attract in-
vestors, the official said.

IDBI Bank became a
subsidiary of LIC with ef-
fect from January 21, 2019,
following the acquisition
of an additional
8,27,590,885 equity shares.
On December 19, 2020,

IDBI Bank was reclassi-
fied as an associate compa-
ny due to the reduction of
LIC shareholding to 49.24
per cent following the is-
suance of additional equi-
ty shares by the bank
under a Qualified
Institutional Placement
(QIP).

“We have been working
on the proposal for a while
now and most of the de-
tails have been finalised.
We expect to invite the ex-

pression of interest from
investors by end of next
month or May,” the official
said.

The Cabinet Committee
on Economic Affairs had
given in-principle ap-
proval for strategic disin-
vestment and transfer of
management control in
IDBI Bank in May last
year.

Necessary amendments
to the IDBI Bank Act have
already been made
through the Finance Act
2021, and transaction advi-
sors have been appointed.

IPO-bound Life
Insurance Corporation
(LIC) plans to retain some
stake in IDBI Bank so that
the insurer continues to
reap the benefits of the
bancassurance channel.

Govt plans to float EoI for 
its stake sale in IDBI Bank 

New Delhi, Mar 14 (PTI):

India’s edible oil im-
ports rose 23 per cent to
9,83,608 tonnes in
February mainly due to a
sharp rise in shipments of
refined palm oil, industry
body SEA said on Monday.
Edible oil imports stood at
7,96,568 tonnes in the same
month last year. Total im-
port of vegetable oils (edi-
ble and non-edible) in-
creased to 10,19,997 tonnes
as compared to 8,38,607
tonnes in February 2021,
Solvent Extractors’
Association of India said
in a statement. Out of the
total vegetable oils im-
ports, the edible oils im-
port rose to 9,83,608 tonnes

from 7,96,568 tonnes in
February 2021. Imports of
refined palm oil increased
to 3,02,928 tonnes from
6,000 tonnes. Non-edible
oil imports last month fell
to 36,389 tonnes from
42,039 tonnes in the year-
ago period. The overall im-

port of vegetable oils dur-
ing the first four months of
2021-22 oil year, which
runs from November-
October, went up 7 per cent
to 46,91,158 tonnes as com-
pared to 43,94,760 tonnes
during the same period of
the previous year.

Edible oil import 
up 23% to 9.84 LT in Feb 



ACROSS
1. Huckleberry Finn’s craft
5. School gps.
9. Revolutionary ____ Allen
14. Farm measure
15. Roof overhang
16. Gleamed
17. Honed
19. A la ____
20. Gasoline, in England
21. Kept

23. Madrid cheer
24. Stumble
25. Point winners
29. Tantalizes
34. Crow’s call
35. Implement
38. Humid
39. Coffeepots
41. High-strung
42. Previously
43. Hive dwellers
44. October gem

45. Yet, poetically
46. Apprehend
48. Made a menu selection
52. Lima’s country
55. Austria’s cont.
56. Scientist’s sample
60. Crossword direction
64. Poe’s middle name
65. Flexible
67. ____ dot
68. Speechless
69. Midday
70. Strong metal
71. Char
72. Unpaid bill

DOWN
1. File
2. Pang
3. Campus gp.
4. Fright
5. Paring tool
6. Summer shade
7. Ward off
8. Hebrew feast
9. Flee
10. Asian language
11. Rhino feature
12. Chip in
13. Deficiency
18. ____ vault
22. Owner’s proof
25. Diving gear
26. Concerned one
27. Proprietor
28. Stair part

30. Excitement
31. More rational
32. Host
33. Pay out
36. “Snakes ____ Plane” (2 wds.)
37. Norway’s capital
40. NNW’s opposite
41. ____ pole
47. Of the backbone
49. The Grim ____
50. Channel
51. Trip to the store, e.g.
53. Paper quantities
54. Excessive
56. Tree fluids
57. Conspiracy
58. She, in Marseille
59. Birthday treat
61. Double-reed instrument
62. Messy fellow
63. Dispatched
66. ____ loss for words (2 wds.)
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Your mood will swing by the hour
today! Naturally, you leave your
friends stumped. But unpredictability
does not mean that you take unneces-
sary risk. Ganesha suggests you com-
plete all pending projects, and bear in
mind that it is only fools who rush in
where angels fear to tread.

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18
You probably jumped out of bed this
morning itching to talk to someone. And
why not, since all your latent power of
expression will spring out like a jack-in-
the-box today. The pearls of wisdom you
shower on people who are down-in-the-
dumps today will make them feel good
about their bluesy, taciturn selves, says
Ganesha.

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20
You’ve finally realised that diet and exer-
cise are a must, and you especially need
to take good care. Today, you may wish
to eat something different. Tried
Mongolian cuisine? Ganesha suggests
that you go out with some friends who
you’ve not been paying attention to.

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20
You will spend your day in the company of
near and dear ones, says Ganesha. Family
and friends might gather at your place and
you will leave no stone unturned in welcom-
ing them to your nest. In all probability,
home makers will be able to shine in cook-
ing as well as hosting, foresees Ganesha.
Emotions will run wild and free with your
sweetheart, predicts Ganesha.

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

Emotional and material security will hold
equal importance today. You want to be
in love, but you know that love can’t buy
you dough. In academics, you will be able
to solve whatever problems you set your
mind on. Your spare time will be spent on
devising methods of making the best use
of your knowledge. Today, you will make
crucial choices concerning higher stud-
ies, predicts Ganesha.

Gemini: May 22 – June 21
You are feeling lucky today. The problem
is that your feelings have nothing to do
with the ground reality. So, while you
may get busy trying your luck at risky
speculative markets, Ganesha may get
increasingly worried about the losses
you may incur because of your foolish-
ness. 

Cancer: June 22 – July 22
Body and soul might seem out of balance
today. A part of you may long to break from
society and live a more spiritual life, but
worldly responsibilities and an attachment to
your current lifestyle could get in your way.
These things don’t happen overnight, Leo.
You have to let them develop in their own
way, in their own time. Right now, find bal-
ance between the spiritual and the material.

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23
There is a strong indication that you will
dabble in writing or performing arts,
and emerge with excellent results. Since
these are your passions, you may culti-
vate hobbies in these fields, if they are
not already your profession. Enjoy the
power you have over people today as
you grip them with sweet words, swing-
ing to your whims, says Ganesha.

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

No matter what you do, some days are
just not happening. Considering the
random mood swings that affect you
today, it’s in the best interest of others
that you put up a â€˜Beware of me’
sign. By being forewarned about it, you
should be capable of handling your
erratic behaviour.

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23
The day today is riddled with minor,
nagging ailments. Adopt a two-pronged
strategy, advises Ganesha. One â€“
change your lifestyle, and two â€“ visit
your doctor for regular examinations.
Ominous at his best, Ganesha counsels
to take care of your health.

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22
Today, you will most certainly put your
heart and soul into your work. But it is
rather unlikely that you will get the
returns in proportion to the efforts you
put in. Yet, at the end of the day, you will
be more than satisfied that you have got
the chance to display your innate tal-
ents, says Ganesha.

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21
New projects and partnership will keep
you busy today, says Ganesha. If a meet-
ing is scheduled, you may be praised
vociferously for your ability to make the
right decision at the right time. You may
also bag rewards for the commendable
efforts you’d put in the past.

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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SS unny Leone who is quite occupied with her upcoming proj-
ects and enjoying the success of her latest web series

'Anamika', says as her work pressure is increasing, finding a bal-
ance between professional commitment and parenthood is
becoming tougher for her. While she believes that playing the
title role in 'Anamika' has given her a chance to showcase her
skill as an actress and she is planning for more such action-
packed projects in the coming time, she mentioned how her
three children have become so emotionally attached to her dur-
ing the lockdown period that leaving them home for work gives
her separation anxiety at times.  "It is so hard for me to balance
work life and motherhood especially because I am one of those
moms who is involved in every daily activity of my children.
Since the pandemic when they were growing up in last 2 years
they have all their time with us, now every time when I and my
husband go out for work, they would just feel so upset...sit on
our lap and cuddle up saying, 'just play with us, don't go away'.
When we heard those words coming from those cute voices, it
breaks our heart really." Sunny has three children - a daughter
Nisha adopted in 2017, twin boys - Asher and Noah via surroga-
cy in 2018. Currently, she is working on south Indian films -
'Rangeela', 'Shero', 'Oh My Ghost'. She is also working on Hindi
film 'Koka Kola', 'Helen' and making a special appearance in the
film 'The Battle of Bhima Koregaon'. Asked if she has any plan
of going for acting class to have some formal training in acting
and Sunny said, "With so much happening in my life, three chil-
dren, two dogs, several projects - I really do not have time for
that. Yes, it is true that formal training in any art form helps to
develop your skill but I also believe that in acting, preparation
and training depends on project by project. So I am quite com-
fortable to submit myself to the vision of my director."
''AAnnaammiikkaa'',,  aa  VViikkrraamm  BBhhaatttt  ddiirreeccttoorriiaall,,  aallssoo  ffeeaattuurriinngg  --  RRaahhuull
DDeevv,,  SSaammiirr  SSoonnii,,  SSoonnnnaallllii  SSeeyyggaallll,,  SShheehhzzaadd  SShhaaiikkhh,,  AAyyaazz  KKhhaann  --
ssttrreeaammss  oonn  MMXX  PPllaayyeerr..

Sunny Leone finds it hard to 
balance work life and motherhood

I ndian mythology
states that

Garud’swings were
mighty enough to flip
the turn of the uni-
verse. Born to slavery
and oblivious of his
monarchical lineage,
Garud showed extreme
dedication and unwa-
vering courage that’s
etched in Indian
mythology. And it’s
time for the world to

witness it!Sony SAB
brings to you a larger-
than-life spectacle in
Dharm Yoddha Garud,
the untold chronicle of
a doting and devoted
son. Featuring Indian
Television’s much
loved face Faisal Khan
in the lead, Dharm
Yoddha Garud reflects
on selflessness, hon-
esty, obedience, and
bravery which lies at

the core of Garud, the
devotee and charioteer
of Lord Vishnu.
DharmYoddha Garud
premiered on Sony
SAB on 14th March at
7:00 PM. Dharm
Yoddha Garud begins
on the premise
ofGarud’s birth, who
despite being born as a
bird-human with in-
credible strength and
powers to the great

sage Rishi Kashyap
and Vinta is compelled
to obey the orders of
his cunning aunt
Kadru and his step-
brothers including
Kaaliya and the 1000
snakes. The story
showcases a uniquea-
spect of a mother-son
relationship and how it
blossoms each passing
day as they navigate
the challenges thrown
at them.Being born in-
toenslavement, Garud
seeks to uncover the
reason for his mother’s
plight. Defying all
odds, he shows exem-
plary courage to fight
and try to free his
mother from the shack-
les of slavery, but each
time she stops him.
What is the mysterious
secret that Vinta wants
to shield Garud from?
Garud’s complete devo-
tion to his mother
Vinta and abiding by
his duty in           this
universe is what
makes him Dharm
YoddhaGarud!

Tune in to Dharm
Yoddha Garud,
Monday to Saturday
at 7:00 PM only on
Sony SAB.

Sony SAB launches ‘DharmYoddha Garud’ 

S ony Entertainment
Television’s Mere

Sai: Shraddha Aur Saburi
is a show that imparts
valuable life lessons. Each
episode beautifully brings
forward the morals of life

that one must uphold in
order to add meaning and
spirit to each action. One
such value that has re-
mained consistent
throughout has been to
follow one dreams, and

not be derailed by any set-
backs. The second Sai
Vachan ‘Jaisa roop hua jis
jan ka, waisa roop hua
mere man ka’ brings out
the story of Urvashi
(Vaishnavi Prajapati) who
is a young girl and a pas-
sionate dancer but due to
unfortunate reasons, her
choice of profession is
looked down upon by her
uncle.

In the show, Urvashi is
a person who believes in
following one’s dreams
with complete intention
and passion. Following
the same rule in life,
Vaishnavi Prajapati says,
“Dance has always been
my passion and being a
part of dance reality
shows in the past, in-
spired me to turn my
dreams into reality. Of
course there were mo-
ments where I felt like giv-
ing up but I always be-
lieved that there is always
light at the end of the tun-
nel.”

She further adds,
“Similarly, in the ongoing
track, my character
Urvashi who is a passion-
ate dancer is someone
who never gives up and
Sai Baba further helps
her pursue her dreams.”

Watch Sai Ke Anmol
Vachno Ki Katha in
Mere Sai – Shraddha
aur Saburi, Monday to
Friday at 7 P.M. only on
Sony Entertainment
Television.

Vaishnavi talks about
the second ‘Sai Vachan’ 

A
ctor

R a v i
T e j a ,

who is
known as

' M a s s
Maharaja' in

Tollywood, will
be seen along-

side megastar
Chiranjeevi soon.
Chiranjeevi, who

is currently busy
with a handful of of-

fers, will be seen in his
untitled, upcoming

movie 'Chiru154'. Bobby is
to wield the megaphone for

the movie, which will appar-
ently have Ravi Teja essaying

an important role.
If everything goes well, actor

Ravi Teja will appear as
Chiranjeevi's brother in the movie.

To recall, Ravi Teja and Chiranjeevi
were seen together in the movie titled

'Annayya', which had Soundarya,
Venkat, Kota Srinivasa Rao, and Uttej in

the lead roles.
Tentatively titled 'Chiru154' it has

'Gabbar Singh' actress Shruthi Haasan on
board, as the female lead opposite

Chiranjeevi. Billed to be an action entertainer,
the movie is bankrolled by Mythri Movie

Makers on a grand scale. Devi Sri Prasad, who
currently got much hype for his 'Pushpa' album, is

roped in to score the music.

Ravi Teja joins hands with
Chiranjeevi for 'Chiru154'

AA ctress Ritika Singh,
who was a real-life

boxer before turning an
actress with Sudha
Kongara's 'Irudhi Suttru'
('Saala Khadoos' in
Hindi), says that "Shadow
boxing is her most
favourite thing in the
world". Taking to
Instagram on Sunday, the
actress, who shot to lime-
light for her role as a
boxer in 'Irudhi Suttru',
which also featured
Madhavan in the lead,
posted a video of her
training. She then wrote,
"Shadow boxing is my
most favourite thing in
the world! I don't even
look at it as a workout,
but it is an incredible one
at that. "No matter how
many times you practice a
combination or a kick or
even a basic punch, it's
never enough! You only
keep getting better and
start finding new ways to
improve your skill set.
"Like the greatest Bruce
Lee said, 'I fear not the
man who has practiced
10,000 kicks once, but I
fear the man who has
practiced 1 kick 10,000
times'."

Shadow boxing 
is my most
favourite thing
in the world:
Ritika Singh 
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Bengaluru, Mar 14 (PTI):

India extinguished
whatever little spark Sri
Lanka showed and
wrapped up the second
Test inside three days for a
comprehensive 238-run
win, completing a 2-0
whitewash of the
Islanders, here on Monday.

While two wins against
Sri Lanka fetched India 24
points but Rohit Sharma’s
men remain in fifth posi-
tion in World
Championship table due
to ‘low percentage points’
(54.16) despite 77 points in
their kitty. A herculean
task at hand, Sri Lanka
took the field on the third
day with a lot of determi-
nation but it was always
going to be tough to negoti-
ate the Indian attack on a
track that has been offer-
ing turn and uneven
bounce from day one.

Resuming at 28 for one
in pursuit of an improba-
ble 447-run target, the Sri
Lankan batters, led by
skipper Dimuth
Karunaratne (107), resis-
ted the Indian attack for
some time before folding
for 208 in the post-tea ses-

sion. Left-handed
Karunaratne, one of the
most consistent perform-
ers for Sri Lanka in recent
times, raised his 14th Test
century with a boundary
off Jasprit Bumrah. He
took some time to settle
but worked the ball

around swiftly, consistent-
ly placing them in the
gaps. Bumrah (3/23) even-
tually sent him back with
slightly seaming ball that
beat his bat to shatter the
stumps. The lethal Indian
fast bowler, who consis-
tently made life tough for

the Lankans, returned
with match figures of 8 for
47, having taken a fifer at
home for the first time in
the first innings.

Ravichandran Ashwin
(4/55), Axar Patel (2/37)
and Ravindra Jadeja (1/48)
did their bit in wrapping
up the Lankan innings.

India now have won all
three pink-ball Tests at
home, having beaten beat-
ing Bangladesh (in
Kolkata, 2019) and
England (in Ahmedabad,
2021) before.

Visitors’ early positive
intent, something which
has not been witnessed
much in this series, result-
ed in a rare productive bat-
ting session for the
Lankans who collected 123
runs for loss of three wick-
ets. Adopting a positive yet
cautious approach, both
Kusal Mendis (54 off 60
balls) and Karunaratne
used their feet with confi-
dence to counter the
Indian spinners.

Mendis was impressive
on both front and back foot
as he pulled and cut the
short-pitched stuff and
used his feet to cut down
the spin.

Hamilton, Mar 14 (PTI):

Opener Sidra Ameen’s
104 went in vain as
Pakistan committed
harakiri to hand debu-
tants Bangladesh a nine-
run win, their first-ever
victory in the ICC
Women’s ODI World Cup
here on Monday.

Chasing 235 to win,
Ameen gave Pakistan a
flying start, forging a 91-
run partnership with
Nahida Khan (43) for the
first wicket and then
added another 64 runs
with Bismah Maroof (31).

With Ameen going
strong, Pakistan were
well on course for a suc-
cessful chase, reaching
183 for two but Fahima
Khatun (3/38) turned the
match on its head with
three quick wickets as
Pakistan inexplicably lost
five of their batters for
just five runs to slip to 188
for seven and were even-
tually restricted to 225 for
nine.

Khatun picked up the
wickets of Omaima
Sohail (10), Aliya Riaz (0)
and Fatima Sana (0),
while Rumana Ahmed re-

moved Nida Dar (0) before
centurion Ameen fell for
a run-out to end
Pakistan’s hope.
Featuring in their first

women’s World Cup,
Bangladesh had lost their
first two games against
South Africa and New
Zealand, while Pakistan

slumped to their fourth
defeat in as many match-
es and 18th successive
loss in the event. Earlier,
invited to bat, Bangladesh
scored 234 for seven, rid-
ing on Fargana Hoque’s
71 and some useful contri-
butions from Sharmin
Akhter (44) and skipper
Nigar Sultana (46). Hoque
shared 96 runs for the
third wicket with Sultana
to lay the foundation as
Bangladesh posted their
highest total in ODIs.
Openers Shamima
Sultana and Sharmin
Akhter gave Bangladesh
a good start against the
pacers but things
changed the moment
spinners were introduced
with Nida Dar dismissing
the former.

Left-arm spinner
Nashra Sandhu and leg-
spinner Ghulam Fatima
then put further brakes
even as Omaima Sohail
picked up the other open-
er to leave Bangladesh at
79 for two in 20th over.

Sultana and Hoque
then joined hands but the
duo found it difficult to ro-
tate strikes with the spin-
ners bowling in tandem.

Mumbai, Mar 14 (PTI):

Star England pacer
Jofra Archer, who was
bought by Mumbai
Indians for a whopping Rs
8 crore despite his unavail-
ability for this year’s IPL,
said the team’s “close-knit,
family-oriented” structure
makes him feel “safe” as a
new entrant.

The 26-year-old, who has
undergone two surgeries
to treat his troubled right
elbow, will sit out of the
IPL this year as he contin-
ues his recovery from in-
jury. But he’s already excit-
ed by the prospect of join-
ing the franchise in future.

“MI looks very close-
knit and family-oriented

and such teams always do
well. That’s why it is no
surprise that we have won
five titles,” Archer told the
team’s official social
media handles.

“Polly’s (Kieron Pollard)
been there 10 years,
(Lasith) Malinga was
there a long time, the same

with Rohit (Sharma) too.
These things make you
feel safe when you come
into the team as a new
player,” Jofra said.

The perception of fast
bowlers has always been
that they are an angry
bunch, who need to stoke
that fire to generate fear-
some pace.

However, the
Englishman, who has
played 42 games across for-
mats besides winning his
team a World Cup, said it’s
about staying calm.

“I think you need to be
calm as a fast bowler be-
cause you have to know
when to step it up and
when to tone it down,” he
said.

Dubai, Mar 14 (PTI):

Fast-rising India batter
Shreyas Iyer was on
Monday voted the ICC
‘Men’s Player of the
Month’ for February, while
New Zealand all-rounder
Amelia Kerr bagged the
honour among women.

Iyer earned the award
on the back of his brilliant
white-ball exploits during
the home series against
the West Indies and Sri
Lanka respectively last
month. He pipped UAE’s
Vriitya Aravind and
Nepal’s Dipendra Singh
Airee to claim the honour.

The right-hander struck
a well-crafted, match-win-
ning 80 in the third ODI
against the West Indies in
Ahmedabad and followed
it up with a brisk 16-ball 25
in the closing game of the

subsequent three-match
T20I series. He was even
better in the T20I series
against Sri Lanka, aggre-
gating 204 runs without
being dismissed across
three innings at a highly
impressive strike-rate of
174.36.

He registered scores of
57*(28), 74*(44) and 73*(45)
across three games, while
striking 20 fours and seven

sixes collectively in a
Player of the Series per-
formance. “Throughout
the month Shreyas
showed tremendous con-
sistency and control,” re-
marked former Sri Lanka
cricketer and voting panel
member Russell Arnold.

“He totally dominated
opposition bowlers and
proved very hard to bowl
at, scoring runs all-round
the wicket and attacking
the bowlers at the right
moments. What really
stood out for me was his
composure as he battles
for a regular place in the
India lineup.”

The 27-year-old has car-
ried his form in the ongo-
ing month too, having pro-
duced an outstanding 92 in
the first innings of the on-
going second Test against
Sri Lanka in Bangalore.

BBhhuubbaanneesswwaarr,,  MMaarr  1144  ((PPTTII))::
Indian women’s hockey team
chief coach Janneke Schopman
on Monday said the side should
close down games in regulation
time instead of allowing them
to stretch till shoot-outs but she
was quite pleased with the reg-
ular scoring chances created by
her wards in the ongoing FIH
Pro League ties.

Both the matches in India’s
recent Pro League tie against
Germany went to shoot-out
with the home team losing the
first before bouncing back to
win the second leg here on
Sunday. India fought back with
a remarkable 3-0 shootout win
over Germany in the second leg
after both the games ended in a
1-1 draw in regulation time here
on Sunday, a huge improvement

in their performance from the
first leg match which the hosts
lost 1-2 in the shoot-out. “In
Saturday’s game, we didn’t
start well, but in the next game,
we started well. I think we cre-
ated enough opportunities. The
only thing to say is that we
should win in regulation time
and not in shootouts,”
Schopman said after India’s win
in the second match. Fairly
well-placed at second position
in the standings, Schopman
wants her players to improve
with every game going forward
in the FIH Pro league. The
Indians are now placed second
in the nine-team league with 12
points from six games. “Our
focus is to improve and do bet-
ter in every game, which I think
we are doing,” she said.

New Delhi, Mar 14 (PTI):

Manshi Joshi and
Nithya Sre claimed a gold
each, while Tokyo
Paralympics champion
Pramod Bhagat secured
two silver and a bronze as
India bagged as many as 21
medals at the Spanish Para
Badminton International
in Cartagena, Spain. World
no 1 Joshi (SL3) and Sre
(SH6) were among the six
gold medallists, while
India also secured seven
silvers and eight bronze
medals in the level I tour-
nament, which concluded
on Sunday. Raja /Krishna
(men’s doubles SH6),
Raj/Parul (mixed doubles
SL3-SU5), Chirag/Raj

(men’s doubles SU5) and
Nitesh/Tarun (men’s dou-
bles SL3-SL4) also bagged
the yellow metal. World no
1 Bhagat (SL3) secured two

silver and a bronze, while
world no 2 Sukant Kadam
(SL 4) ended up with a
bronze medal at the event.
Tarun Dhillon (men’s sin-

gles SL4), Krishna Nagar
(men’s singles SH6),
Mandeep Kaur (women’s
singles SL3), Manasi
/Ruthick (mixed doubles
SL3-SU5), Hardik/Ruthik
(men’s doubles SU5) and
Manoj /Bhagat (men’s dou-
bles SL3-SL4) also won sil-
ver medals. The bronze
medal winners were
Nitesh Kumar (men’s sin-
gles SL3), Manoj (men’s
singles SL3), Nilesh
Gaikwad (men’s singles
SL4), Parul Parmar
(women’s singles SL3),
Bhagat/Kohli (mixed dou-
bles SL3-SU5),
Arwaz/Deep (men’s dou-
bles SL3-SL4), and Prem
Ale/Abu Hubaida (men’s
doubles WH1-WH2).

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  MMaarr  1144  ((PPTTII))::
Olympic bronze-medallist
Lovlina Borgohain and former
junior world champion Nikhat
Zareen were on Monday
selected in the Indian
women’s boxing team for this
year’s Asian Games in
Hangzhou, China after emerg-
ing victorious in the trials held
here. While Zareen secured
her place in the 51kg division,
Borgohain clinched the 69kg
spot after trials held at the
Indira Gandhi Indoor Stadium.
Last week, both of them also
made the world champi-
onships squad with Zareen
qualifying in the 52kg catego-
ry and Borgohain making the
cut in 70kg. In the Asian
Games trial finals held this
morning, Borgohain defeated

Railways’ boxer Pooja, and
Zareen got the better of Manju
Rani, a silver-medallist from
the 2019 World
Championships. The Asian
Games are due to be held from
September 10 to 25. In the
world championship trials
held last week, selections
were also confirmed for the
Asian Games in three overlap-
ping divisions — 57kg, 60kg
and 75kg. The Asian Games
feature five women cate-
gories. In 57kg, Manisha won
her trial bouts to make the cut
for both the showpiece events,
while the promising Jaismine
(60kg) and the experienced
Saweety Boora (75kg), who
won a world silver medal in
2014, also ensured twin selec-
tions for themselves.

Madrid, Mar 14 (AP):

It didn’t take long for
Barcelona’s offense to re-
gain its scoring touch.
After being held to a disap-
pointing scoreless draw
with Galatasaray in the
first leg of the round of 16
of the Europa League,
Barcelona scored three
goals in less than 30 min-
utes on Sunday en route to
a comfortable 4-0 win over
Osasuna in the Spanish
league.

Ferr n Torres found the
net twice and Pierre-
Emerick Aubameyang and
Riqui Puig added a goal
each to keep the Catalan
club in third place. It has
the same 51 points as Atl
tico Madrid but leads on
the head-to-head tiebreak-
er. Barcelona also has a
game in hand compared to

the defending champions.
Barcelona and Atl tico
trail second-place Sevilla
by five points. League
leader Real Madrid, which
visits relegation-threat-

ened Mallorca on Monday,
is 12 points ahead of
Barcelona and Atl tico.

Madrid hosts Barcelona
next Sunday at the
Santiago Bernab u

Stadium.
Barcelona had scored 14

goals in its last four match-
es in all competitions be-
fore the 0-0 home draw
against Galatasaray on
Thursday. “We didn’t do a
good job the other day and
we know it,” Torres said.

“But today the team re-
sponded well. When you
keep creating chances, the
ball will keep going in.”

Torres opened the scor-
ing Sunday by converting
a 14th-minute penalty kick
and added to the lead
seven minutes later from
inside the area after a nice
through ball by Ousmane
Demb l . Demb l also set up
the third goal by
Aubameyang in the 27th,
making a well-placed cross
into the box from the right
flank, and the fourth by
Puig in the 75th.

Muelheim An Der Ruhr,
Mar 14 (PTI): World
Championships bronze
medallist Lakshya Sen’s
giant-killing run ended
with a straight-game loss
to Thailand’s rising star
Kunlavut Vitidsarn in the
summit clash of German
Open Super 300 bad-
minton tournament here
on Sunday. The 20-year-old
Sen, who had claimed his
maiden Super 500 title at
India Open in January,
lost 18-21 15-21 in 57 min-
utes to the three-time
world junior champion
Vitidsarn in the final
match. World number 12
Sen came into the match
with a 3-3 head-to-head
record against Vitidsarn,
ranked 20th, having beat-
en the Thai in their last
meeting at Hylo Open last
year. In a battle of equals,

Sen and Vitidsarn
matched each other in
speed in the rallies to
move 4-4 before the Thai
rode on his variations and
deception to grab a com-
fortabe 11-6 lead at the
break. Sen worked up his
pace and took control of
the net to make it 15-16 but
an alert Vitidsarn man-
aged to grab two game
points with a overhead
cross-court drop. Sen need-

ed medical attention for a
blister on his foot even as
the Thai came up with a
cross court smash to pock-
et the opening game.

The gruelling semifinal
against Olympic champi-
on Viktor Axelsen seemed
to have taken a toll on Sen
as Vitidsarn jumped to a 7-
3 lead in the second game
before moving to a 11-5 ad-
vantage after the change of
sides.

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  MMaarr  1144  ((PPTTII))::
Hardik Pandya has reported
at the National Cricket
Academy in Bengaluru where
he will undergo fitness tests
for the next couple of days
before he gets an all-clear to
lead Gujarat Titans in the
upcoming Indian Premier
League.

The most interesting
aspect to watch during the
tests would be whether the
28-year-old gets clearance to
bowl full tilt in the cash-rich
league where Titans would
start their campaign against
Lucknow Supergiants on
March 28. “Hardik will be at
the NCA for next two days
and appear in the various fit-
ness tests. He is a centrally

contracted cricketer and has
not played any cricket since
T20 World Cup in UAE,” a
BCCI source told PTI on con-
ditions of anonymity.

“He would need to pass
the fitness test as it has been
mandatory for some time
now. Last year, even Shreyas
Iyer appeared for a fitness
test post shoulder surgery
before playing IPL,” he
added.

The national team and the
NCA medical staff always
keeps a close tab on its cen-
trally-contracted players and
it has been learnt that during
the Titans short five-day
training camp in Baroda,
Hardik had bowled during a
couple of sessions.

KKR gear up
for IPL

NNaavvii  MMuummbbaaii:: Two-time IPL
champions Kolkata Knight
Riders on Monday started their
training for the upcoming sea-
son of the Indian Premier
League, which will begin in
Mumbai from March 26.

PTI has already reported
that the IPL teams would begin
training either from Monday or
Tuesday at different practice
venues, which have been iden-
tified by the organisers.

“We have started training
today at DY Patil university
ground. 

Most Indian players have
come in apart from Umesh
(Yadav) and Shreyas (Iyer)
who are with the Indian team
and Venkatesh Iyer who is at
NCA,” a KKR official said.

It is also understood that a
couple of players are still in
quarantine and they will join
the squad a day later.

India complete 2-0 series
sweep against Sri Lanka

Ravichandran Ashwin (L) with teammate Rishab Pant
celebrate after taking the wicket of Sri Lankas batter
Dhananjaya De Silva during 2nd test cricket match at
Chinnaswamy Stadium, in Bengaluru, Monday.

Bangladesh beat Pakistan 
by 9 runs to register first-ever win 

All-round South Africa beat England 
to register hat-trick of wins 

Mount Maunganui: South Africa produced an allround display
to continue their unbeaten run in the tournament, beating
defending champions England by three wickets to register a
hat-trick of wins in the ongoing ICC Women’s ODI World Cup
here on Monday. South Africa first rode on Marizanne Kapp’s
(5/45), her best bowling ODI figures, to restrict four-time
champions England to 235 for nine and then Laura Wolvaardt
(77 off 101 balls) held their innings together as they overcame
a late scare to chase down the target with four balls to spare.

Shreyas Iyer named ICC ‘Player of the Month’Need to finish games 
in regulation time:

Women’s hockey coach

‘Close-knit, family-oriented 
structure makes you feel safe in MI’

Joshi, Bhagat shine as India bag 21 medals
at Spanish Para Badminton International

After world championships, Lovlina and
Nikhat secure Asian Games selection

Hardik Pandya checks in at NCA to
appear for fitness test before IPL

Barcelona regains scoring touch with 4-0 rout of Osasuna Lakshya Sen loses in German Open final

FC Barcelona’s Riqui Puig celebrates scoring their
fourth goal with Gavi.

Bangladesh’s Fahima Khatun (3/38) turned the
match on its head with three quick wickets.



Mumbai, Mar 14 (PTI): 

The Bombay High
Court on Monday directed
the Maharashtra govern-
ment to file a reply to a
PIL that challenged the
state's decision to contin-
ue insisting that one must
be fully vaccinated
against COVID-19 to travel
in suburban trains and
use other modes of public
transport in the metropo-
lis.

The public interest liti-
gation (PIL), filed by one
Firoze Mithiborwala
through advocate Nilesh
Ojha, challenged a circu-
lar dated March 1, 2022,
that was issued by the
Maharashtra government
to list out the standard op-

erating procedures and
safety measures citizens
must follow in view of the
COVID-19 pandemic. The
restriction on public
transport, including local
trains, for the unvaccinat-
ed was included in the cir-
cular.

This is a fresh PIL on
the issue and the earlier
one was disposed of by
the HC in beginning of
this month. Mithiborwala
said in his PIL that such a
restriction was arbitrary,
unconstitutional and an
"indirect attempt" on the
Maharashtra govern-
ment's part to make vacci-
nation compulsory.

"The impugned order
(circular) is against the
state's own policy decision

and an indirect attempt to
make vaccination compul-
sory. (Imposing) such indi-
rect compulsion is prohib-
ited by the Supreme
Court," the plea reads.

The plea further claims
that the state govern-
ment's insistence on citi-
zens wearing face masks
to cover their mouth and
nose while out of their
homes, and in public
places, was "unscientific."
The PIL urged the HC to
quash the circular.

It also urged the court
to direct state and munici-
pal authorities to return
the money collected so far
from citizens as fine for
not wearing face masks in
public places. Ojha men-
tioned the PIL on Monday

before a bench of Chief
Justice Dipankar Datta
and Justice MS Karnik,
and sought an urgent
hearing. The court then
directed the state govern-
ment to file its reply with-
in a week.

Earlier this month, the
HC had disposed of a PIL
seeking similar reliefs
after the state government
submitted that despite the
court's reservations
against prohibiting the
unvaccinated from travel-
ling in local trains, it will
continue to persist with
the restriction.

At the time, the HC had
said such a prohibition
seemed to have been im-
posed without any appli-
cation of mind.

Sister Joseph elected as
superior general

Kolkata, Mar 14 (PTI): 

Sister Mary Joseph has
been elected as the superi-
or general of
Missionaries of Charity,
becoming the fourth occu-
pant of the top post of the
global organisation found-
ed by Saint Teresa of
Kolkata, a spokesperson of
the order said on Monday.

She was elected to the
post after Sister Mary
Prema, who was the supe-
rior general of
Missionaries of Charity
for 13 years, recently
sought to be relieved of
her responsibilities,
spokesperson Sunita
Kumar told PTI.

Septuagenarian Sister

Joseph, who was the sec-
retary of Saint Teresa of
Kolkata for years, was ear-
lier the regional superior
of the organisation in
Kerala before being elect-
ed to the top post on
Saturday night, Kumar
said. Nuns from the order
across the world voted at

its headquarters in
Kolkata in the election
which was kept under
wraps till the names were
announced. "We will issue
a formal notice with de-
tails about Sister Joseph
on March 28," Kumar said.

She said that Sisters
Christie has been elected
as assistant general,
Sister Cecile as the second
councillor, Sister Marie
Juan as the third council-
lor and Sister Patrick as
the fourth councillor.
Sister Nirmala had suc-
ceeded Saint Teresa of
Kolkata as the head of the
Missionaries of Charity
after her death and had
stepped down in 2009 for
health reasons.

‘Over 65k Chakma, Hajong
refugees in Arunachal, govt gave

them basic amenities’
Itanagar, Mar 14 (PTI): 

As many as 65,884
Chakma and Hajong
refugees reside in
Arunachal Pradesh,
Chief Minister
Pema Khandu told
the Assembly on
Monday, citing a sur-
vey conducted by the

government in 2015-16 in
three districts of the state
where they have settled --
Changlang, Namsai and
Papum Pare.

Khandu, in a written
reply to Congress MLA
Wanglin Lowangdong, also
said that the government
allotted an area of 4,240.24
hectares to the Chakmas
and Hajongs in Changlang
district, besides 730.432

hectares in Namsai and an
approximate 14 square kilo-
meters in Papum Pare. In
Changlang, the refugees
are mostly settled in Miao,
Kharsang and Diyun.
Similarly in Namsai, they
reside in three villages of
Chongkham circle, while in

Papum Pare, they are con-
centrated in Changmara-
Magoni and Chessa areas,
the CM stated.

Additionally, the
refugees have encroached
upon 5,819.88 hectares in
Changlang, and 289.57
hectares in Namsai dis-
tricts. No such encroach-
ment has been reported
from Papum Pare, Khandu
maintained.

"As per the judgement of
Supreme Court in 1996, the
state government has pro-
vided basic amenities like
road, health care, schools,
electricity and water sup-
plies to the Chakmas and
Hajongs living in the three
districts," Khandu asserted
while responding to anoth-
er supplementary question.

New Delhi, Mar 14 (PTI): 

A Delhi court on
Monday granted bail to
former Congress
Councillor Ishrat Jahan in
the case concerning the
larger conspiracy behind
the Delhi riots of
February 2020. The order
was pronounced by
Additional Sessions Judge
Amitabh Rawat.

Jahan, along with sever-
al others, has been booked
under the anti-terror law --
Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act (UAPA) --
in the case for being the
"masterminds" of the
February 2020 riots, which
had left 53 people dead and
over 700 injured. Earlier
Jahan was granted inter-

im bail in June 2020 for 10
days to get married and
was directed not to tamper
with the evidence or influ-
ence the witnesses. The vi-
olence had erupted during
the protests against the
Citizenship (Amendment)
Act (CAA), 2019, and the
National Register of
Citizens (NRC).

Besides Jahan, activist
Khalid Saifi, Umar
Khalid, JNU students
Natasha Narwal and
Devangana Kalita, Jamia
Coordination Committee
members Safoora Zargar,
former AAP councillor
Tahir Hussain and sever-
al others have also been
booked under the strin-
gent law in the case.
PTI ADS 

ISRO to unveil latest 
sponsored research 

opportunities for academia
Bengaluru, Mar 14 (PTI): 

The Indian Space
Research Organisation
(ISRO) will unveil its latest
sponsored research oppor-
tunities to the academia on
Tuesday. 'RESPOND BAS-
KET 2022', the Bengaluru-
headquartered space
agency's focused research
topics for sponsored re-
search, will be launched by
ISRO Chairman and
Secretary in the
Department of Space S
Somanath.

"Every year, we publish
ISRO-focused topics for re-
search in the Respond
Basket. Then, several uni-
versities and colleges apply
to ISRO for joint collabora-

tion. We will enter into
MoUs with finalised acade-
mia," an ISRO official told
PTI. RESPOND's objective
is to encourage academia to
participate and contribute
in various space-related re-
search activities. Under
RESPOND, projects are
taken up by
universities/academic in-
stitutions in the areas of
relevance to space pro-
gramme. ISRO said it has
evolved the RESPOND pro-
gramme through which
necessary financial and
technical support is provid-
ed to academia in India for
conducting research and
development activities re-
lated to space science,
space technology and space

applications. This is the
flagship programme of
ISRO to promote the extra-
mural research in emerg-
ing areas of space for aca-
demia. To enable the facul-
ty of universities/institutes
to prepare suitable propos-
als of relevance to the space
programme, a detailed list
of R&D areas/sub
areas/topics are evolved as
per major programmes of
ISRO, by the various cen-
tres of ISRO and published
annually. "RESPOND pro-
gramme is mutually benefi-
cial to ISRO and academia,
wherein the rich talent of
academia/ faculty is being
harnessed to support the
nation's space programme,"
it was stated.

‘Ready to make any sacrifice’
New Delhi, Mar 13 (PTI): 

Days after its drubbing
in five states, the Congress'
top decision-making body
on Sunday unanimously
decided that party presi-
dent Sonia Gandhi should
continue till organisation-
al polls after she expressed
readiness to "make any
and every sacrifice" in the
party's interest.

The Congress Working
Committee (CWC), during
its nearly five-hour meet-
ing, reposed full faith in
her leadership, urging her
to effect immediate cor-
rective changes to
strengthen the party and
meet the political chal-
lenges ahead of the next
round of elections.

Congress' chief
spokesperson Randeep
Surjewala said every
Congress worker and
leader wants Rahul

Gandhi to lead the party,
but as the process of or-
ganisational polls is un-
derway, the next president
will be decided through it.

Amid calls for large-
scale reforms to revive the
party's dwindling elec-
toral fortunes, AICC gen-
eral secretary KC
Venugopal, at a press con-
ference after the CWC
meeting, said the party
president will immediate-

ly take corrective meas-
ures to revamp and re-
strengthen the organisa-
tion. The Congress will
hold a 'Chintan Shivir'
(brainstorming session)
soon after the Budget
Session of Parliament and
the CWC will meet again
before that, Venugopal
said. The session is sched-
uled to end on April 8.

Rajasthan Chief
Minister Ashok Gehlot

suggested that the
'Chintan Shivir be held in
his state. Later, leaders
said this brainstorming
session of three-four days
would chalk out the future
roadmap and strategy in
order to address chal-
lenges.

Several leaders, after
the meeting, said that
Gandhi in her introducto-
ry remarks said she is
ready "to make any and
every sacrifice as
Congress workers and the
CWC wish in the interest
of the party".

These comments were
seen by many as her readi-
ness to even quit if re-
quired and felt necessary
by the party leadership.
She listened to all leaders
at the CWC meet and left
the decision to the wisdom
of members, including
those of the G-23, who re-
posed full faith in her.
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Devotees ride on horses as they participate in Holika procession as part of Holi celebrations, in Varanasi, Monday.

HOLIKA PROCESSION

Students and volunteers participate in a training session for joining sub-inspector and defense forces, in Jammu, Monday.

NO SUBSTITUTE FOR HARD WORK

CWC reposes full faith in her

Congress interim President Sonia Gandhi chairs the
Congress Working Committee meeting, in New Delhi. 

New Delhi, Mar 14 (PTI):
Government think tank
Niti Aayog's Atal
Innovation Mission (AIM)
has so far funded 9,606
schools in 720-plus dis-
tricts of the country for
the establishment of Atal
Tinkering Laboratories
(ATLs), Parliament was
informed on Monday.

In a written reply in the
Rajya Sabha, Minister of
State for Planning Rao
Inderjit Singh said the
Centre is encouraging
schools to provide expo-
sure of science and tech-
nology to students so that
they can be exposed with
futuristic technology plat-
forms.

Singh said to create an
ever-evolving ecosystem
of start-ups and entrepre-
neurs, AIM has been es-
tablishing world-class in-
cubators called Atal
Incubation Centres (AICs)
at universities, institu-
tions and corporates
among others.

Till date AIM has suc-
cessfully operationalised
68 Atal Incubation
Centres with universities
/ institutions / private
players across India, he
added.

According to Singh, in
schools, AIM facilitates to
set up network of Atal
Tinkering Laboratories
(ATLs)with a vision to cul-
tivate one million children
in India as Neoteric
Innovators.

The objective of this
scheme is to foster curiosi-
ty, creativity and imagina-
tion in youngminds and
inculcate skills such as de-
sign mind-set, computa-
tional thinking, adaptive-
learning, physical com-
puting, rapid calculations,
measurements etc,
he noted.

For promoting 
innovation

Over 9,600 schools
get funds from Atal
Innovation Mission

AIRF demands
restoration of old
pension scheme

New Delhi, Mar 14
(PTI): The All India
R a i l w a y m e n ' s
Federation (AIRF) and
its affiliated unions or-
ganised protests across
the country during the
lunch hours on Monday
for the restoration of
old pension scheme for
employees, a statement
said. All employees who
have joined the Indian
Railways on or after
January 1, 2004, come
under the purview of
the new pension
scheme.

The Rajasthan gov-
ernment last month an-
nounced that it will im-
plement the old pension
scheme from the next fi-
nancial year onwards.
The new pension
scheme is completely
against the government
employee because there
is "no guarantee of fam-
ily pension and of the
minimum amount",
AIRF General Secretary
Shiva Gopal Mishra
said in a statement.

He said there is a lot
of anger against the
new scheme among the
government employees
who joined post
January 1, 2004. The
AIRF statement said
demonstrations against
the new pension
scheme were organised
at their respective of-
fices across the country
during lunch hours on
Monday.

HC seeks Maha reply

‘PIL challenges vaccine mandate
for suburban train travel’

2020 Delhi riots

Bail to Ishrat Jahan in
larger conspiracy case
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Appointed
New Delhi: N
Chandrasekaran, chair-
man of Tata Sons, has
been appointed as the
chairman of Air India by
the airline’s board, avia-
tion industry sources said
on Monday. Salt-to-soft-
ware conglomerate Tata
Group had on October 8
last year won the bid to
acquire debt-laden state-
run Air India by offering
Rs 18,000 crore for it.
Tata Sons is yet to
appoint the chief execu-
tive officer and managing
director (CEO&MD) 
of Air India.

Collapses 
New Delhi: Eight workers
were rescued and several
others are feared trapped
after an under-construc-
tion building collapsed in
Kashmere Gate area here
on Monday, police said.
The fire department said
it received information
about the incident at 5.24
pm, following which three
fire tenders were rushed
to the spot. Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(north) Sagar Singh Kalsi
said, “Information was
received regarding a
building collapse at
Nicholson Road,
Kashmere Gate. 

Denied bail
Mumbai: A special PMLA
court here on Monday
refused bail to former
Maharashtra home minis-
ter Anil Deshmukh in an
alleged money laundering
case. Deshmukh, an NCP
leader, was arrested by
the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) on
November 2, 2021. He is
currently in judicial cus-
tody. Special judge RN
Rokade rejected his bail
plea on Monday. There is
“enough evidence” to
prima facie hold that he
was “involved” in the
money laundering case,
the judge said.

Judicial custody 
New Delhi: A Delhi court
on Monday sent to 14-day
judicial custody former
managing director and
chief executive officer of
National Stock Exchange
(NSE) Chitra Ramkrishna
in connection with the co-
location scam case while
turning down her request
for certain facilities in
jail, saying she cannot be
treated differently.
Special Judge Sanjeev
Aggarwal ordered that
Ramakrishna be physical-
ly produced before the
court next on March 28
and rejected her coun-
sel’s request for home-
cooked food in jail.

BEATING THE HEAT

Children swim in the Arabian Sea on a hot summer day, at Badhwar Park, in Mumbai, Monday.
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BRIEF

School teachers pose for
photos, after playing with

colours ahead of the
upcoming festival of Holi, 
at a school, in Moradabad,

Monday. 
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New Delhi, Mar 14 (PTI): 

The COVID vaccination
for children in the age
group of 12-14 years will
begin from Wednesday,
Union Health Minister
Mansukh Mandaviya an-
nounced on Monday.

The COVID-19 vaccine
to be administered to the
12-14 years age group
would be Corbevax manu-
factured by Biological E.
Limited, Hyderabad, the
Union health ministry
said. Tweeting the an-
nouncement in Hindi, the
minister said,”if the chil-
dren are safe then the
country is safe! I am happy
to inform that the COVID
vaccination of children in
the age group of 12 to 13
and 13 to 14 is starting
from March 16. Also,
everyone aged 60 years
and above will now be able
to get precaution doses.”

Mandaviya also urged
the families of children
and people in the age
group of 60 years and

above that they must get
the vaccination done.

The Union Government
after due deliberations
with scientific bodies has
decided to start COVID-19
vaccination for 12-13 yr
and 13-14 yr age groups
(those born in 2008, 2009
and 2010 i.e those who are
already above 12 years of
age) of the population
from March 16, 2022, the
ministry said in a state-
ment. According to official
sources, around 7.11 crore

children will be vaccinat-
ed under the new age
group. Biological E Ltd
has supplied 5 crore doses
of Corbevax to the Centre
and the vaccine has been
distributed to states,
sources said.

The announcement
comes at a time when
schools across the country
are opening up given the
considerable decline in the
COVID cases. The
Government has also de-
cided that the condition of
comorbidity for COVID19
precaution dose for popu-
lation over 60 years of age
will be removed forthwith,
the ministry said.

“Hence, from 16th
March 2022 onwards, the
entire population above 60
years of age will be eligi-
ble for precautionary
doses of COVID19 vac-
cine,” the ministry said.

The population above 14
years of age is already
being inoculated under
the ongoing COVID vacci-
nation program.

MAJOR DECISION

Covid vaccination for 
12-14 yrs to begin from Mar 16

Comorbidity clause removed for precaution doses
Narayanpur, Mar 14 (PTI): 

An official of the Indo-
Tibetan Border Police
(ITBP) was killed and
two jawans suffered in-
juries in two separate in-
cidents of Improvised
Explosive Device (IED)
blasts triggered by
Naxals in Narayanpur
district on Monday, a po-
lice official said.

One of the incidents
took place around 8.30
am between Dondribeda
and Sonpur villages
when a team of the
ITBP’s 53rd battalion was
out on patrolling duty to
ensure security to a road
construction work,
Inspector General of
Police (Bastar range)
Sundarraj P told PTI.

When the patrolling
team was cordoning off a
forest patch, security per-
sonnel came in contact
with the pressure IED,
triggering an explosion,
he said. Assistant Sub-
Inspector Rajendra
Singh, hailing from
Tehri in Uttarakhand

was killed in the blast,
while head constable
Mahesh received in-
juries, he said.

The injured jawan was
shifted to the district hos-
pital, the official said.

In another incident,
constable Soyam
Bheema of the
Chhattisgarh Armed
Force (CAF) was injured
after he came in contact
with a pressure IED in
Chotedonger police lim-

its around 12.30 pm, the
official said. He was part
of a road opening party
which was patrolling be-
tween Amdai camp and
Dhanora police station.

The injured constable
was provided first-aid at
the Chotedonger pri-
mary health centre and
then airlifted to the state
capital Raipur for better
medical assistance, the
official said, adding that
he was out of danger.

New Delhi, Mar 14 (PTI):
The maternal mortality
ratio of India has declined
by 10 points, the Union
health ministry said on
Monday, noting that the
country is on the verge of
achieving its SDG target of
70 per lakh live births by
2030.

Quoting a special bul-
letin on Maternal
Mortality Ratio (MMR)re-
leased by the Registrar
General of India, the min-
istry said the country has
been witnessing a progres-
sive reduction in MMR
from 130/lakh in 2014-2016,
122/lakh in 2015-17,
113/lakh in 2016-18, and

103 per lakh live births in
2017-19.

The maternal mortality
ratio is the number of ma-
ternal deaths during a
given time period per
1,00,000 live births during
the same time period.

With this persistent de-
cline, the ministry said
India is on the verge of
achieving National Health
Policy (NHP) target of
100/lakh live births by

2020 and certainly on track
to achieve the sustainable
development goal (SDG)
target of 70 per lakh live
births by 2030.

The number of states
which have achieved the
SDG target has now risen
from five to seven —
Kerala (30), Maharashtra
(38), Telangana (56), Tamil
Nadu (58), Andhra
Pradesh (58), Jharkhand
(61), and Gujarat (70).

Kabirdham, Mar 14: 

A Naxal couple with a
collective reward of Rs 13
lakh on their heads sur-
rendered in Kabirdham
district on Monday, police
said. Kabirdham
Superintendent of Police
Dr Lal Umed Singh identi-
fied the couple as Karan
alias Suddhu Hemla (26)
and his wife Anita (22).

“Hemla was active as
Bodla Area Committee
commander and Anita
was a member of this com-
mittee. They were part of
the outlawed movement’s
Kanha Bhoramdev divi-
sion committee,” the SP
said. “Hemla was involved
in three incidents of vio-
lence and was carrying a

reward of Rs 8 lakh., His
wife Anita has taken part
in five incidents of Maoist
violence and the bounty
on her head was Rs 5 lakh.
They left the movement in
2019 and decided to sur-
render now,” he added.
They were given Rs 10,000
each after the surrender
and they will be rehabili-
tated as per the state gov-
ernment’s policy, he said.

New Delhi, Mar 14
(PTI): Paytm
Payments Bank on
Monday said it is
fully compliant with
the data localisation
rules of the Reserve
Bank of India and
the entire data of
the bank resides in

the country. The RBI last
week directed Vijay
Shekhar Sharma- pro-
moted Paytm Payments
Bank Ltd (PPBL) to stop
opening new accounts
amid “material supervi-
sory concerns” observed
in the bank.

“All of the Bank’s data
resides within the coun-
try. We are true believers
of the Digital India ini-
tiative, and remain com-

mitted to driving finan-
cial inclusion in the
country,” PPBL said in a
statement. Shares of the
parent company of
PPBL, One97
Communications, were
hammered on BSE and
National Stock Exchange
after a report claimed
that Paytm Payments
Bank Ltd’s servers were
sharing information
with China-based enti-
ties that indirectly own a
stake in Paytm Payments
Bank. The company has
rejected the report.

Sharma holds 51 per
cent stake in Paytm
Payments Bank (PPBL),
while the remaining 49
per cent is held by One97
Communications.

New Delhi, Mar 14 (PTI):
The government on
Monday sought
Parliament nod for net ad-
ditional spending of over
Rs 1.07 lakh crore, includ-
ing about Rs 15,000 crore
towards fertilizer subsidy,
in the third batch of sup-
plementary demands for
current fiscal year. As per
the third batch of supple-
mentary demands for
grants tabled in the Lok
Sabha, approval is being
sought for gross additional
expenditure of over Rs
1.58 lakh crore. Of this,

proposals involving net
cash outgo aggregate to
over Rs 1.07 lakh crore and
gross additional expendi-
ture, matched by savings
of ministries/depart-
ments or by enhanced re-
ceipts aggregates to over
Rs 50,946 crore. For pay-
ment towards fertilizer
subsidy, the government
has sought additional fund
to the tune of Rs 14,902
crore and Rs 13,049 crore
for capital infusion in
National Bank for
Financing Infrastructure
and Development. This

also includes Rs 5,000
crore as grant in aid. In ad-
dition, the government
also sought Rs 5,000 crore
for recapitalisation of pub-
lic sector general insur-
ance companies, accord-
ing to document.

There are four public
sector general insurance
companies— New India
Assurance Company,
National Insurance
Company Limited (NICL),
United India Insurance
Company Limited (UIICL)
and Oriental Insurance
Company Limited (OICL).

New Delhi, Mar 14:

The Supreme
Court Monday said
its earlier order re-
garding ex-gratia of

Rs 50,000 to the family
members of those who lost
their lives due to COVID-19
is “very clear” and the pay-
ment is to be made for
each death.

The apex court said this
while dealing with an ap-
plication filed by Assam
which had sought a clarifi-
cation whether each of the
children of the deceased
parents would be provided
ex-gratia payment of Rs
50,000, in case there is
more than one child.

“In fact, our earlier
order is very clear and the
ex-gratia payment of Rs

50,000 shall be qua each
death,” a bench of Justices
M R Shah and B V
Nagarathna said.

“Therefore, it is ob-
served and clarified that if
there is more than one
child, only one child/fami-
ly member, as the case
may be, shall get ex-gratia
payment of Rs 50,000,” it
said.

The top court observed
that in case both the par-
ents have died, the child
shall get Rs 50,000 qua
each death, that is one for
the deceased father and
another for the deceased
mother.

In an effort to provide
some help to over 10,000
children who have lost
both their parents to
COVID-19, the apex court

had on January 19 direct-
ed all the state govern-
ments to reach out to those
kids and pay them com-
pensation. During the
hearing on Monday, the
counsel appearing for
Assam said they have filed
an application seeking
clarification on the issue
as there are such families
in the state where there
are more than one chil-
dren.

“Whether we are sup-
posed to give it to both the
children or should it be
one ex-gratia payment
made to the family,” the
counsel said. The bench
observed that its order is
very clear.

“It is per death Rs
50,000,” it said, while dis-
posing of the application.

Lviv (Ukraine), Mar 14 (AP):

Russian and Ukrainian
negotiators held a new
round of talks on Monday,
even as Russia’s military
forces kept up their pun-
ishing campaign to cap-
ture Ukraine’s capital
with fighting and artillery
fire in Kyiv’s suburbs.

After an airstrike on a
military base near the
Polish border brought the
war dangerously close to
NATO’s doorstep, the
talks raised hopes for
progress in evacuating
civilians from besieged
Ukrainian cities and get-
ting emergency supplies
to areas without enough
food, water and medicine.
Everyone is waiting for

news. We will definitely
report in the evening,
Ukrainian President
President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy said in a new
video address.

The negotiations taking
place by video conference
are the fourth round in-

volving higher-level offi-
cials from the two coun-
tries and the first held in a
week. The previous dis-
cussions took place in per-
son in Belarus, and did
not produce break-
throughs to end the fight-
ing in Ukraine or lasting

agreements on humani-
tarian routes.
Communication is being
held, yet it’s hard,
Ukrainian presidential
aide Mykhailo Podolyak
tweeted along with a
photo of the two sides
meeting by video link.

JEE-Main 2022
rescheduled to

avoid clash 
With Class 12 board exams

NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: The National
Testing Agency (NTA) has
rescheduled the first session of
engineering entrance exam
JEE-Main as its dates were
clashing with Class 12 board
exams, according to officials.

The exam will now be held
on April 21, 24, 25, 29 and May
1 and 4. Earlier, the first ses-
sion was scheduled from April
16 to 21. “Representations are
being received from candi-
dates seeking change of dates
of first session on account of
clashing of their board exam
date with JEE-Main. In view of
persistent demand from stu-
dent community, the NTA has
decided to reschedule the
dates,” a senior NTA official
said. The Joint Entrance
Examination-Main comprises
two papers. Paper one is con-
ducted for admission to under-
graduate engineering pro-
grammes — BE and B.Tech — at
NITs, IIITs and other centrally-
funded technical institutions,
and institutions and universi-
ties funded and recognised by
participating state govern-
ments. It is also an eligibility
test for JEE (Advanced), which
is conducted for admission to
IITs. The second phase of the
exam is scheduled from May 24
to 29, 2022.

NAXAL VIOLENCE

ITBP official killed, 
2 jawans injured in Naxal blasts

About the incidents
One of the incidents took place around 8.30 am

on Monday between Dondribeda and Sonpur vil-
lages when a team of the ITBP’s 53rd battalion was
out on patrolling duty to ensure security to a road
construction work. When the patrolling team was
cordoning off a forest patch, security personnel
came in contact with the pressure IED, triggering
an explosion.Assistant Sub-Inspector Rajendra
Singh, hailing from Tehri in Uttarakhand was
killed in the blast, while head constable Mahesh re-
ceived injuries. In another incident, constable
Soyam Bheema of the Chhattisgarh Armed Force
(CAF) was injured after he came in contact with a
pressure IED in Chotedonger police limits around
12.30 pm
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data localisation directions’

‘India to achieve SDG 
target of 70/lakh live births’ 

 By 2030 What is SDG....
Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) is a target of 70 per lakh
live births by 2030. Maternal Mortality Ratio (MMR)released by
the Registrar General of India, the ministry said the country has
been witnessing a progressive reduction in MMR from 130/lakh
in 2014-2016, 122/lakh in 2015-17, 113/lakh in 2016-18, and 103
per lakh live births in 2017-19.

Naxal couple with Rs 13 lakh
reward on their heads surrenders 

The couple was identified as
Karan alias Suddhu Hemla (26)
and his wife Anita (22). Hemla
was involved in three incidents
of violence and was carrying a
reward of Rs 8 lakh., His wife
Anita has taken part in five
incidents of Maoist violence
and the bounty on her head
was Rs 5 lakh.

SUPPLEMENTARY DEMANDS

Govt seeks Par nod for 
extra spending of Rs 1.07 lakh cr

Rs 15K cr towards fertilizer subsidy
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‘Covid ex-gratia to be paid for each death in family’ Ukraine, Russia resume talks as fighting nears Kyiv

A woman holding a small dog walks in front of an
apartment in a block which was destroyed by an
artillery strike in Kyiv, Ukraine, Monday. 

‘I wish this war
would end’

WWaarrssaaww:: As Russia’s war in
Ukraine becomes a grim new
reality for millions of
Ukrainians, the tens of thou-
sands who make the increas-
ingly treacherous journey
toward safety in the European
Union each day are left with
no sense of when, or if, they’ll
ever return home. 
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Subhadra Singh hosts felicitation function on IWD
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Mar 14:
Corporator and Congress
leader Subhadra Singh is
organising felicitation
functions for women on
the occasion of
International Women's
Day for the last 20 years.
Hundreds of women at-
tended and enjoyed the
programme. Women who
achieved success and dis-
tinct position in different
fields were honoured with
garlands, shawls and me-
mentos.

The gathering raised the
slogan given by Priyanka
Gandhi, "Ladki Hoon Lad
Sakti Hoon". Former MLA
Pratima Chandrakar
graced the function as
chief guest. She appreciat-
ed Subhadra Singh for or-
gansing the event continu-

ously for the last 20 years.
Dr Rashmi Bhure was the
special guest. She thanked
Subhadra Singh and said
that it was a privilege to at-
tend such a program.
Third Genders
Organisation President
Guru Pooja Mausi said in

her remark that for the
first time in Bhilai, their
community is being hon-
ored. Special Guests were
Bar Association President
Neeta Jain, Sarita Sahu,
Jha Madam, Doctor
Manasi Gulati, Folk
dancer Jageshwari

Meshram, Principal
Rachna Jha, Urvashi Sahu
and Rukhsana Begum.
The newly elected women
councilors including Malti
Thakur, Meera Banjare,
Anju Sinha, D Sujata were
honoured.

Congress Block
President Tulsi Patel,
Dinsha Tumane, Raksha
Sahu and others were hon-
oured. Chhattisgarhi folk
dance was presented by
well-known artist Urvashi
Sahu and her team.

Subhadra Singh said
that as per the intentions
of the Chief Minister, they
are trying to ensure food
security for every family.
On the occasion of IWD,
ration cards are being dis-
tributed among 50 fami-
lies. She had provided
Ration Cards to about 1000
families till date.

WCD Minister honours women
with Nari Shakti Samman

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Mar 14: On the oc-
casion of International
Women's Day, Unnati
Mahila Sahakari Sahakar
Samiti Limited Bhilai
Durg and social service or-
ganization Lokparan
Samiti organised a felicita-
tion function at Vishali
Nagar on Sunday.
Empowered women from
different fields were hon-
oured on the occasion.
Women SHGs had put up
21 stalls for display cum
sale of their products.

The program began with
lighting of lamps. Women
and Child Development
Minister Anila Bhendia
said that today women are
successfully working in
every field. Even the
women of the remote areas
like Bastar are becoming
self-reliant.

The demand for the for-
est produce and other prod-
ucts of Bastar is increasing
across the world. Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
has introduced several pro-
grammes for welfare of
women, which are bring-

ing significant change.
Bhilai City District

Congress President
Mukesh Chandrakar,
Antyavasayi Corporation
Vice President Neeta
Lodhi, State Women's
Commission member
Tulsi Sahu, Durg Rural
Congress Vice President
Sarita Jitendra Sahu,
Block Congress
Committee Supela
Kosanagar President
Nandkumar Kashyap were
the special guests. BMC
Zone President Ramanand
Maurya, State President of
Lokarpan Samiti Ismail
Khan, Zone Commissioner

Pooja Pillai, Women and
Child Development
Department Project
Officer Pooja Aggarwal
and others were present.

Padmashri Shamshad
Begum, Inspector Prabha
Rao, New Press Club of
Bhilai Nagar President
Bhavana Pandey, Usha
Manikpuri in the field of
Arts, Nidhi Chandrakar
(self-employed woman),
Zeenat Shakoor for
Women and Child
Development, Dr Anju
Gupta, Durg Bar
Association President
Neeta Jain, Archana
Mulay, Sefia Qureshi,

Simmi Sharma, Manju
Sahu and Al Madad
Welfare and Education
Society Sector 10 were ho-
noured.

Shaheen Siddiqui won
the prize in bouquet mak-
ing competition, Indu
Vishwakarma in Rangoli,
Meena Pal won the prize
in Stall Decoration.
Meenakshi Dubey, Ratna
Chakraborty, Simmi
Sharma, Rehana Khan,
Sunita Tamrakar, Tara
Vishwakarma, Mahrun
Nisha, Priyanka
Tamrakar, Sunita Kumar,
Rajeshwari Samridhi
Tamrakar, Rekha Das, Dr
Sangya Pandey, Pratima
Pardhi, Shamim Akhtar,
Firoza Begum, Jyoti
Sonone of Unnati Mahila
Samiti and Awadh
Vishwakarma, Dinesh
Pathak, Keshav Choubey,
Avinash Dubey, Dinesh
Thakur, Ratna, Manju
Sahu, Medha Sahu,
Gudiya Yadav, Sangeeta
Devangan, Dr Pikki
Verma and other members
of Lokarpan Samiti
played vital role in organ-
ising the programme.

Universal Rail Mill records New Highs in Performance
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Mar 14: SAIL-
Bhilai Steel Plant's
Universal Rail Mill (URM)
that rolls out world's
longest 130 metre rail in
single piece and supplies
260 metre welded rail pan-
els to Indian Railways has
created several records in
production of R 260 grade
and 60E1 profile rails on
March 13, 2022.

URM rolled highest
number of 367 blooms on
March 13 as against previ-
ous best of 360 blooms
rolled on February 04,
2022. The modern mill
rolled out the highest
number of 253 numbers of
130 metre rails in a day on
March 13 as against previ-
ous best of 239 numbers

on Feb 26, 2022.
URM recorded its high-

est tonnage of prime rails
production at 2674 Tonnes
on March 13 as against
previous best of 2561
Tonnes on August 27, 2021.

Finished rail production
at 2858 Tonnes on March
13 was the highest in any
single day as against pre-
vious best of 2747 T on
October 31, 2021. Highest
number of 363 rails were

tested in the Mill's
non-destructive test-
ing facility on
March 13 as against
previous best of 354
on August 24, 2021.
Highest number of
366 rails were visu-
ally inspected on
March 13 as against
previous best of 352
on October 31, 2021.
As many as 151
numbers of 260
metre long rail weld-
ed panels (RWL)
were inspected on
March 13- the high-

est in any single day - as
against previous best of
150 on March 02, 2022.

SAIL-BSP has been pro-
ducing the exact specifica-
tion based rails for the
Indian Railways through-

out its association of
more than six decades.
The R260 grade of Rails is
targeted to meet the re-
quirements of Indian
Railways for higher speed
and higher axle load.

Specifications given by
RDSO for this new grade
of rails are even more
stringent than the specifi-
cations of rails used in
European countries.

As such the steel for
this new grade of rails is
cleaner and the rails have
higher yield strength and
better mechanical proper-
ties. SAIL-Bhilai Steel
Plant is producing this
new grade and profile of
rails from both its mod-
ern Universal Rail Mill
and its older Rail &
Structural Mill.

Assistant Professors arrested for 
abetting I/c Principal’s suicide

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  MMaarr  1144::  Police have ar-
rested three faculty members
of Government Nagrik Kalyan
Mahavidyalaya, Nandini
Ahiwara for allegedly abetting
the in-charge Principal to com-
mit suicide. The accused used
to mentally torture the i/c
Principal and insult him publi-
cally. They often threatened
him to get him transferred to
other place. 

It needs to be mentioned
here that Bhuvaneshwar Nayak
(61) son of Late Bodlal Nayak a
resident of Nandini Nagar had
committed suicide by hanging
self in the old college building
of Government Nagrik Kalyan
Mahavidyalaya, Nandini Nagar

on October 28, 2021. Police had
recovered a suicide note from
his pockets.  Forensic investiga-
tion of the suicide note was
conducted and it was discov-
ered that the handwriting was
of the deceased. 

On the basis of the suicide
note and statements of other
people, police have arrested
three faculty members of the
college for abetting his suicide.
The accused are Prashant

Kannauje (54) son of Meghnath
Kannoje a resident of
Vivekanand Nagar, Basantpur
(Rajnandgaon); Dhalesh Kumar
patel (45) son of Bhojram Patel
a resident of Nandini Nagar
and Premendra Kumar
Upadhyaya (51) son of
Rameshwar Upadhyaya a resi-
dent of Samta Colony, Raipur.
They have been booked under
the provisions mentioned in
section 306, 34 of IPC. 

Sextortion accused arrested from Haryana
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Mar 14: With the
arrest of a ruffian, police
claimed to have busted a
gang involved in sextor-
tion. The accused was ar-
rested from Mewat in
Haryana. Under the able
guidance of SSP Badri
Narayan Meena, the joint
team of Bori Police
Station and Cyber cell suc-
ceeded in solving this case.
The accused had extorted
money from several people
from across the country.
Two other accused are at
large. Police have sealed
six bank accounts of the
accused.

While addressing media
persons here at Police
Control Room on Monday,
SSP Badri Narayan Meena
informed that one Deepak
Dewangan had committed
suicide by hanging self.

While investigating the
matter, the team of Bori
Police Station came to
know that Deepak was
very disturbed for the last
02-03 days. Police conduct-
ed technical investigation
of his mobile phone and
discovered that an un-
known girl was blackmail-
ing him and demanding
money. She had some ob-
scene video of the de-
ceased. An FIR was lodged
under sections 306, 384, 34
of IPC and 67, 67 (a) of IT
Act.

Taking the matter into
serious cognizance, SSP
Badri Narayan Meena di-
rected his subordinates to
trap the accused. Cyber
Cell analysed the mobile
numbers and social media
accounts used by the ac-
cused and discovered that
a Sextortion Gang of
Mewat Haryana was in-

volved.
The Cyber Cell

led by Inspector
Gaurav Tiwari
continued tracking
the technical
spheres while the
second team led by
Inspector Santosh
Mishra (SHO,
Bori) went to
Mewat, Haryana
and Rajasthan.
The team collected
information about
the residence of
the accused and
found that most of the peo-
ple at his village had crim-
inal background. Police
team tried to search the ac-
cused in villages Punhana,
Lohingkhurd, Tigaon,
Chandaka, Firozpur,
Jhirka and Gokalpur but
did not succeed. In the
meanwhile, Wakil Ahmed,
the prime accused in the

case, was located in village
Lohingakhurd. A violent
clash between two parties
in village Lohingakhurd
was going on at that time.
The difficult geographical
situation of the village
and the criminal back-
ground of the locals could
not demoralise the police
team. Posing as agricul-

tural labourers, the police
team camped outside the
village for three days. On
the third day, the accused
came out of the village in
a private vehicle. Police
team chased him for about
30 kilometers and finally
took him in custody.

During interrogation,
the accused revealed that

he has been using
fake IDs of girls on
Facebook for the
last two years. He
used to send friend
request to people
on Facebook and
encourage them to
make a video call
through Facebook
Messenger. Posing
as a girl, the ac-
cused seduced the
targets and made
them remove the
clothes. Later he
played porn videos

on the facebook messen-
ger and recorded the activ-
ities of the person on the
other side. Later they
threatened their targets of
uploading the video on so-
cial media and extorted
money from them.
Accused Wakil Ahmed (30)
son of Saheed Ahmed a
resident of Lohingakhurd,

Police Station Punhana
was arrested and brought
to Durg on transit remand.
The absconding accused
are Zaheer Abbas son of
Noor Mohammad a resi-
dent of Gokalpur (Mewat)
and Azharuddin son of
Aasu a resident of
Lohingakhurd (Mewat).

SSP Badri Narayan
Meena said that the trend
of sextortion is increasing
rapidly. He appealed the
people for not hesitating
from approaching police.
Connecting with an un-
known person via video
call can be a risk your data
is also transferred along
with the video. In cases of
sextortion, the accused
record the video of your
sexual activity, edit it and
prepare an objectionable
video for blackmailing.

SSP Meena suggested
the people for not accept-

ing friend request of any
unknown girl on
Facebook; Do not make
friends with strangers in
Facebook or social media
apps; If you become a vic-
tim of a crime like honey
trap, contact the cyber cell
immediately and Do not
talk to any unknown per-
son on video call.

Inspector Santosh
Mishra, Head Constable
Ramkrishna Tiwari,
Constable Shahbaz Khan,
Pankaj Chaturvedi,
Rajkumar Chandra, Jagjit
Singh from Bori Police
Station and Inspector
Gaurav Tiwari, ASI
Shamit Mishra, Head
Constable Chandra-
shekhar Banjeer,
Constable Vikrant Yadu,
Vijay Shukla and Javed
Khan from Cyber Cell
played vital role in arrest-
ing the accused.
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‘SHOBHA YATRA’

Members of Sindhi Samaj took out ‘Shobha Yatra’ drenched in variety of colours prior
to ‘Chetri Chand’ festival here on Monday.

Would not stake conterdership in
Khairagarh by-poll: Vibha Singh

Raipur, Mar 14: On dec-
laration of by-polls for
Khairagarh, the fight be-
tween two wives of de-
ceased MLA Devbrath
Singh has again come to
fore. At one place where
the first wife is preparing
to contest the elections, on
the other, the second wife
charged her with serious
charges of drawing politi-
cal benefits.

The second wife of de-
ceased MLA Devbrath
Singh from Khairagarh
VS Vibha Devbrath Singh
has charged that she has
not made any contender-
ship for the Khairagarh
by-poll, whereas first wife
of her husband Padma
Singh even after the di-
vorce, is making prepara-
tions to stake claim in the
property and avail politi-
cal benefits through elec-
tion.

Addressing a press con-
ference in press club here
on Monday, Vibha Singh

charged that Padma
Singh is actually no
longer ‘Padma Singh’ and
is now Padma Pant, as
after divorce from
Devbrath Singh she got
married to one Nitin Pant
of Himachal Pradesh. It is
because of such behav-
iour by Padma Singh that
her husband Late
Devbrath Singh divorced
her.

Speaking further she
informed that Padma
Singh divorced her hus-
band taking an hefty
amount Rs 11 crore. Late
Devbrath Singh paid this
amount to her at the time

of divorce by selling his
ancestral property and by
which he was badly shak-
en. Further she is now re-
membering her sons for
gaining political mileage.
Vibha Singh informed
that when Padma was di-
vorced, the age of her
sons was very less and
they were in need of
mother-figure. But at that
time she divorced and got
married to Nitin Pant.

On this Vibha Singh
questioned that after get-
ting married to Nitin
Pant, in what capacity she
can claim and live in
Khairagarh and this is
nothing but purely for po-
litical gains, she alleged.
Vibha charged that
Padma roaming in
Khairagarh is trying to
encash upon the situation
claiming herself to be bet-
ter-half of late Devbrath
Singh, whereas she is no
longer his wife and is the
wife of Nitin Pant.

Budget of Raipur Municipal Corporation today

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Mar 14: Raipur
Municipal Corporation
Speaker Pramod Dubey
on Monday held a meeting
of Congress, BJP and in-
dependent corporators to
seek their support in cor-
poration’s budget to be
presented on March 15
(Tuesday). Dubey asked
all corporators to attend
general body meeting to
be held on the same day.
He asked the corporators
to rise above party politics
and maintain dignity of
the house besides giving
meaningful suggestions
and ideas for city develop-
ment.

For the first time
Governor Ms Anusuiya
Uike will specially attend
the General Body meet-
ing. Dubey also discussed
the preparations for the

meeting with the officials.
Speaker Dubey asked to
discuss openly in the pub-
lic interest on the agenda
related to urban develop-
ment coming in the gener-
al meeting. Budget discus-
sion would take place
after the presentation of
the budget speech on the
financial year 2022-23 of
the Municipal
Corporation by Mayor
Aijaz Dhebar. Prior to this
the meeting called on
March 15 at 11 am will
start and the duration of

one hour is fixed for the
question hour.

The meeting called by
the Speaker was attended
by Congress corporators
Sameer Akhtar, Sunder
Lal Jogi, Akash Tiwari,
Jitendra Agrawal, Suresh
Channawar, Sahdev
Vyavhar, Droupadi
Hemant Patel, Anjani
Radheshyam Vibhar, Zone
president Maniram Sahu,
Ghanshyam Kshatri,
Sheetal Kuldeep Boga,
Neelam Neelkanth Jagat,
Anwar Hussain, Prakash

Jagat, Amit Das,
Alderman Afroj Anjum,
Sunil Chhatwani.

BJP corporators includ-
ing opposition leader
Meenal Choubey, former
opposition leader
Suryakant Rathor, zone-3
president Dr Pramod
Sahu, corporator
Mrityunjay Dubey, Narad
Koushal, Sarita Verma,
Seema Santosh Sahu,
Sushila Dhiwar, Deepak
Jaiswal and independent
corporatopr Amar Bansal
were also present.

BJYM’s Jan Akrosh Rally in protest against
illegal traffic collection, increasing crime 

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Mar 14:
Bharatiya Janata Yuva
Morcha (BJYM) Raipur
district today took out Jan
Akrosh Rally from BJP of-
fice in Ekatma Parisar
here today in protest
against illegal recovery by
traffic police and growing
crime. BJYM District
President Govinda Gupta
alleged that criminal inci-
dents were on rise in the

capital of Chhattisgarh
and traffic police was cre-
ating atmosphere of fear
with illegal traffic collec-
tion.

He said that BJYM ap-
prised the government
several times about crime
but the administration re-
mained silent. Criminal
incidents like knife-fight-
ing, theft, murder have be-
come common in Raipur,
he said. Instead of control-
ling crime police were in-

volved in illegal traffic col-
lection and harassing the
public in the road intersec-
tions. Raipur, which was
known as a peaceful city,
seems to be turning into a
centre of crime. The
BJYM leader said that
growing incidents of
crime also made it difficult
for women to come out of
their houses and pass
through the city roads.

The BJYM also handed
over a memorandum to SP
Prashant Agrawal de-
manding immediate ac-
tion to check crime and
stop harassing public in
the name of traffic. The
BJYM also warned of in-
tense agitation. Among
BJYM leaders who took
part in Jan Akrosh Rally
were Rajesh Pandey,
Govind Gupta, Rahul Rao,
Arpit Suryavanshi, Vishal
Pandey, Ambar Agrawal,
Hari Om Sahu, Pranay
Sahu, Rahul Jain, Mukesh
Patel, Deepak Tanna,
Rahul Yadav, Shankar
Sahu, Vikas Mittal, Akash
Tiwari, Sonu Yadav, Vijay
Laharwani, Samir Farikar
and others.

Oppn MLAs creates
din over farmers’

movement

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Mar 14: The
members of Opposition
in the House raised the
issue of farmers protest,
movement and death of a
farmer during the
protest. BJP MLA
Brijmohan Agrawal,
Shivratan Sharma,
Dharamjeet Singh raised
this issue. Apart from
BJP, BSP and CJC (J)
MLA also put for their
views on this issue.

The Opposition mem-
bers questioned as to who
is responsible for death of
farmer Siya Ram and
why there is criminal
type behaviour with the
farmers? Farmers of 27
villages are on strike for
last 70 days and they were
not allowed to meet Rahul
Gandhi and instead ‘lathi-
charge’ was done and
were brutally beaten by

the police.
On the other hand, the

Opposition members
highlighted that the farm-
ers of Lakhimpur in U P
were paid Rs 50 lakh and
that of Chhattisgarh was
paid just Rs 4 lakh as com-
pensation. The
Opposition gheraoing the
CM said that CM Baghel
is getting tents erected for
farmer’s movement in
Punjab-Delhi ad sending
rice from Chhattisgarh
for them and family of de-
ceased farmer of
Chhattisgarh is being
paid only Rs 4 lakh and
questioned as to whether
this is pro-farmer and
farmer-sensitive govern-
ment of Chhattisgarh ?

An adjournment mo-
tion was submitted on
farmers’ movement and
death of a farmer in the
Vidhan Sabha on Monday.
On this issue the
Opposition MLAs created
din in the House and after
which the House was ad-
journed for five minutes.

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Mar 14: The al-
leged encounter that had
taken place in Adasmeta
of Bijapur almost a decade
ago was fake. Security
forces had opened fire in
panic, during celebration
of Beej Pandum festival,
leading to killing of eight
villagers. This was the
finding of the Adasmeta

Special Judicial Inquiry
Commission.

Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel laid report of the
Judicial Commission on
the table of Chhattisgarh
Legislative assembly on
Monday. According to the
report on the night of 17-18
May 2013, while passing
near the village of
Adasmeta, the security
forces noticed a gathering
of people near the fire.

Suspecting villagers as

Naxalites the security
forces started firing on the
crowd. According to the
report this firing was not
done in self-defense. No
facts have been found,
which shows that the secu-
rity forces were fired or at-
tacked by the villagers.
According to the commis-
sion the firing had taken
place due to mistake in
identifying the villagers
and panic on their side.

According to the com-
mission this incident
would have been averted if
security forces had ade-
quate security equipment,
modern means of commu-
nication and better train-
ing. The commission
noted in the report that the
team that opened fire that

night at Adasmeta was
briefed before being dis-
patched.

In order to prevent such
incidents the Commission
suggested making a train-
ing module to make the se-
curity forces familiar with
the social conditions and
religious festivals of
Bastar and also about the
mountainous and forested
areas, improving commu-
nication system between
the units involved in the
operation, providing  bul-
letproof jackets and night
vision equipment to all se-
curity personnel to help
them operate with greater
accuracy and without
panic, imparting adequate
training to the security
forces to deal with the

guerrilla fighting method
of Naxalites and encour-
aging security forces to in-
teract more with the local
people.

Eight villagers includ-
ing four children were
killed in firing by security
forces on the night of 17-18
May 2013. The security
forces claimed that there
were Naxalites who made
the villagers as shield and
they died in cross firing.
The villagers claimed that
that night the people of
the village had gathered
there to celebrate the Beej
Pandum (local festival).
There were no Naxalites
there. The security forces
who reached the place
started firing on seeing
them.

Adasmeta encounter found fake in judicial probe
‘Security forces
opened fire in
panic, killing vil-
lagers’

Report tabled in
Chhattisgarh
Assembly

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Mar 14: MLA
Khujji, Channi Sahu, shot
volley of queries against
the School Education
Minister over dilapidated
condition of school build-
ings in her VS area.

The first question on
the 6th day of Budget
Session of the Assembly
was by MLA Khujji
Channi Sahu. She raised
the issue of many school
buildings turning into di-
lapidated condition. She

charged that many school
buildings in her VS area
either without building
and those with building
are already in dilapidated
condition. She charged
that this is playing with
the life and death of chil-
dren studying in these
building. There are many
schools running in small
rooms made out of wood-
en boxes.

On this School
Education Minister
Premsai Singh Tekam in-
formed that there 3 High
Schools without building
in Khujji VS area and 30
are Primary and 6 are
Middle Schools, which are
dilapidated condition.

MLA Khujji raises issue of
dilapidated school buildings

Charges that it is
putting lives of 
students at risk

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Mar 14: Congress
MLAs gheraoed the School
Education Minister Dr
Premsai Singh Tekam on
charges of fault develop-
ing in the Tablets given for
taking attendance of
School teachers. On this
question, Speaker Dr
Charandas Mahant also
raised quite a few ques-
tions and finally he hand-

ed over probe into the case
to Vidhan Sabha
Committee and names of
members of Committee
will be declared in a day or
two.

During the question-
hour session in the House
on Monday, Congress MLA
Lakheshwar Baghel in his
question informed that
form 2017-18 to 21-22, pay-

ment worth crore was
made to a Company for
supply of Tablets, but the
total 637 tablets distrib-
uted were of no  use, as it
developed some fault.

He questioned  the
School Education
Minister as to when these
tablets became out of use
and out of these how
many of them were re-

paired? School Education
Minister Tekam informed
that this Scheme for the
teachers was sanctioned
in 2017-18 and by spending
Rs 1.41 cr in Bastar district
and the Company was sup-
posed to supply the Tablets
by 2021. Once the tablets is
out of order, it cannot be
repaired and it directly
needs to be replaced.

On this MLA Baghel
and Speaker VS Dr
Charandas Mahant jointly
raised a question as to
what is the cost of on
Tablet and in what period
it gets out of order?
Minister informed that pe-
riod is that of 3 yrs and
those which are out of use
now cannot be repaired.
On this Speaker said that

for such faulty supply
complaint should be
lodged against the firm
and get it black-listed.
MLA Baghel charged that
this is case of around pur-
chase worth Rs 200 crore
and no tablets were sup-
plied last year. On this
Minister informed the
House that this is two
year’s scheme and it has
now lapsed.

Rules of purchase not
followed:

Baghel charged that in
this purchase the rules of
‘Bhandar Kray’ were not
followed. As such tender
should have been given to
three firms and in this
case two tenders were re-
ceived and out of which
one of the Company was

issued the order. Baghel
questioned  whether the
Minister will get it investi-
gated by the VS Samiti?
The Education Minister
Tekam accepted that the
condition is such to get
this matter investigated. ‘I
have also seen the sample
of the tablet and it is be-
yond repair. On this BJP
MLA Ajay Chandrakar
said that since the
Minister has accepted
than declaration for in-
quiry should be made.
Speaker Mahant said that
if he hold interest for in-
quiry for 2.5-5%, then I
make declaration for hold-
ing investigation by VS
Samiti and members of
the Samiti will be declared
soon.

Speaker orders probe into faulty tablets

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Mar 14:
Enforcement Directorate
has conducted raid in the
house of Congress couple
from Patan and on a liquor
trader from Balod. A 13-
member team of ED
reached Gram Gatapar of
Patan onMonday morning
and here raid was con-
ducted in the house of for-
mer District Panchayat
President Jayanti Sahu
and Vimal Sahu. The offi-
cers of ED are checking all
the documents. There are
also reports of raid in the
residence of their relative
in Dalli-Rajhara and other
places as well.

On the other hand, ED
team had also raided
house of Subhash Sharma

on charges of taking loan
by forming fake compa-
nies. Though these days
Sharma is on remand with
ED and it is based upon
the inputs after inquiry,
the ED team raided his
house and other places.

Sources also informed
that a team of ED had also
reached house of Subhash
Sharma in Balod. It is no-
table here that cases were
lodged against Subhash
Sharma associated with
liquor and hotel business
in Golebazar Police
Station in Raipur. It was in
2015, a person named
Vikram Rana had filed
case of cheating against
Subhash Sharma in
Golebazar thana.
According to him,
Subhash Sharma held
Rana’s land as security
and on this he got loan of
Rs 16.50 cr. by mortgaging
it with PNB. Failing to
get installment, the Bank
sent notice to Rana and
after this he came to
know about the fraud. In
this case Golebazar police

arrested  him in 2018 and
later he got the bail and
left the city. Subhash
Sharma has taken loan to
the tune of Rs 38.50 cr for
Hotel Sapphire Inn,
Goodluck Petroleum
Company; and M/s Vidit
Trading Company and
this amount was taken
from Axis Bank and
Punjab National Bank
Raipur. But failing to
repay the amount, the
Bank declared his ac-
count as fraud.

Sources of ED in-
formed that Subhash
Sharma has opened
many fake companies on
papers and there used to
be no work in these com-
panies and there are
charges that he has
opened these companies
to take loan from the
Banks. According to ED,
Subhash Sharma has
taken loan worth crore
through fake documents
and therefore a case has
been filed against him in
state police and CBI for
scam worth Rs 54 crore.

ED conducts raid against
Cong couple and relatives

In Patan and other
areas

Also reports of raid
in house of Subhash
Sharma in Balod

House adjourned
for 5 minutes

Speaker Pramod
Dubey holds meet-
ing of corporators

More than 50 students fall
ill, admitted in private

hospital in Kharora
RRaaiippuurr,,  MMaarr  1144::  Around 50 stu-
dents of Amity University near
Gram Math in Kharora have fallen
ill after eating canteen’s food.
Students studying in Amity
University have been admitted in
Mahamaya Super Specialty
Hospital and Krishna Hospital in
Kharora with complaints of diarro-
hea, stomach upset and vomiting.
Caretaker Kamlesh Kumar Jaiswal
is providing treatment to all.
Though many of the students got
well in the Hostel itself and only
few were admitted in a private
hospital in Kharora, where they
recovered as well. Some of the stu-
dents in the name of keeping their
names anonymous informed that
more than 50 students of Amity
University had fallen ill after eat-
ing food from the canteen. Most of
them were having symptoms of
Diarrohea.  The students informed
that they have lodged complaint in
this regard with the University
administration, but so far no
action has been taken by them.
Now they are all fearful of eating
the canteen food and somehow
managing by bringing fruits and
snacks from outside. 

Cong MLA gheraoes
School Education
Minister

Tablets issued to
teachers for 
attendance
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‘NAGADAS ON DEMAND’

The traditional drums ‘Nagadas’ are still on demand in the local market and one of the customers checking the beats here on Monday.

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Mar 14:
Vaccines will also be given
to children of 12 to 14
years to protect against co-
rona. It will be started in
the state from March 16.
The preparations for vac-
cination of 13 lakh 21
thousand 286 children of
this age group have been
completed across the
state by the Health
Department. For this, eli-
gible beneficiaries can

register themselves on
the Covin app. State
Nodal Officer for Corona
Vaccination and Director
of National Health
Mission Dr. Priyanka
Shukla informed that
children in the age group
of 12 to 14 years will be
given Corbevax vaccines
manufactured by
Biological-E, Hyderabad.

The second dose will be
administered four weeks
after the first dose. For
this, the vaccination offi-
cers of all the districts
have been oriented.

Dr. Shukla informed
that the requirement of
comorbidity has been
abolished in the state for
people above the age of 60
years for the preparation
dosage. People in this age
group who have complet-
ed nine months or 39

weeks for the second dose
can take their third dose
at the nearest COVID vac-
cination centre. Eligible
citizens can get the third
vaccine by registering in
the Covin app. At present,
more than one lakh 64
thousand vaccines are
available for covid vacci-
nation in the state. To pre-
vent corona infection, one
crore 73 lakh 26 thousand
449 people of the state
have been given both the
vaccines.

At the same time, al-
most all eligible people
above 18 years of age have
got the first vaccine of co-
rona vaccine. One crore
97 lakh 95 thousand 312
citizens of this age group
have been given the first
dose of anti-coronavirus
vaccine. At the same time,
one crore 65 lakh 80 thou-

sand 649 people have been
given both the vaccines.
In the state, 11 lakh 16
thousand 786 adolescents
in the age group of 15 to
18 years have also been
vaccinated. 68 percent of
children in this age group
have received the first
dose, while 45 percent of
adolescents have received
both.

Here seven lakh 45
thousand 800 children
have got both the vac-
cines. Precaution doses
have also been applied to
four lakh five thousand
018 health workers, front-
line workers and citizens
above 60 years of age. A
total of three crore 86
lakh 43 thousand 565 vac-
cines have been adminis-
tered in the state so far
(till March 13, 2022) to pro-
tect against corona.

Vaccines will also be given to
children of 12 to 14 years 

To protect them
from corona, will
start from March 16

Vaccines will be
given to children
born in the year
2008, 2009 and 2010
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Raipur, Mar 14: Under
the chairmanship of
Chief Hospitality and
Culture Minister Mr.
Amarjeet Bhagat, Urban
Administration and
Development Minister of
C h h a t t i s g a r h
Government, Dr.
Shivkumar Dahria, the
closing ceremony of the
three-day Mainpat
Mahotsav concluded on
March 13. On this occa-
sion, C-Mart operated in
Ambikapur and Humic
Acid manufacturing unit
at Sohga Gothan were in-
augurated. Along with
this the Gouthan calendar
was also released.

Addressing the func-
tion, Minister-in-Charge
Dr. Shivkumar Dahria
said that the fame of
Mainpat Mahotsav is in-
creasing year after year
and this is the reason why
this festival is now being
recognized at the national
level as well. In the festi-
val, colorful cultural per-
formances are given by
artists from local to na-
tional level. He said that
under the leadership of
Chief Minister Bhupesh

Baghel, our government
is making continuous ef-
forts to advance the art
and culture of
Chhattisgarh.

It is working towards
giving Chhattisgarh a sep-
arate identity in the coun-
try. Publicity is being
done on a wide scale by
holding exhibitions of
public welfare schemes
run by various depart-
ments of the government
at the festival site, which
will benefit the general

public. He said that the
concept of our govern-
ment is that every person
should get the benefit of
the schemes of the gov-
ernment under Garhbo
Nava Chhattisgarh. If the
information about the
schemes is made available
to the public representa-
tives and the implementa-
tion of the scheme will be
done by the officials, then
all the people will get its
benefit.

Congratulating the suc-
cessful organization of
Mainpat Mahotsav,
Culture Minister
Amarjeet Bhagat said
that along with preserv-
ing and promoting the art
culture, development
works are also being done
at a rapid pace. Work is
also being done to make
Mainpat a center of at-
traction. He said that
every year a new chapter
is being added to the
Mainpat festival. This

time a wrestling competi-
tion was organized for the
first time in the festival,
which was thoroughly en-
joyed by the residents.
Now every year wrestling
competition will be organ-
ized in the festival. This
time a wrestling competi-
tion was organized for the
first time in the festival,
which was thoroughly en-
joyed by the residents.
Now every year wrestling
competition will be organ-
ized in the festival. On
this occasion, Member of
Chhattisgarh Cow Service
Commission, Atal Bihari
Yadav, Superintendent of
Police, Amit Tukaram
Kamble, Chief
Conservator of Forest,
Anurag Shrivastava,
District Panchayat CEO,
Vinay Kumar Langeh,
along with other public
representatives, officers-
employees and a large
number of spectators
were present.

Mainpat festival is now being recognized 
at the national level:  Dr. Dahria

In-charge Minister
Dr. Shivkumar
attended the closing
ceremony of
Mainpat Mahotsav

IIIT Naya Raipur selected
by Samsung PRISM 
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Raipur, Mar 14:
International Institute
of Information
Technology, Naya
Raipur has been select-
ed by Samsung PRISM
for a network security
project to enhance the
security of emergency
calls.

Network Security
project named
‘ M C P T T - N e t w o r k
Emulator for Key
Management Server-
KMS’ was handed over
to a team of three stu-
dents of B.Tech III year
namely Deepraj
Chowdhury, Sayantan
Roy, Sushant Singh led
by Assistant Professor
of IIIT-NR Dr. Ruhul
Aminto make the plat-
form more secured

which will enhance the
security of emergency
calls made by its cus-
tomers like police offi-
cials, etc.

The team worked for
five months on the proj-
ect and they were felici-
tated with a certificate
of excellence along
with cash vouchers.

The selection of stu-
dents was done based
on an online coding
exam in which stu-
dents had to solve 3 cod-
ing-related questions in
75 minutes. Under this
collaborative program,
the selected students
from IIIT-NR worked
on live projects under

the mentorship of
Samsung Research and
Development experts,
and each month, the
Samsung mentor holds
a review meeting to
know the progress of
the project.

Dr. Pradeep Kumar
Sinha, Director-IIIT NR
congratulated the team
and wished them luck
for their future. He also
emphasized that de-
spite the institute being
only six years old, it
has world-class re-
search and innovation
facilities and every stu-
dent is doing some in-
novative research to
change the world.

For Network
Security project

Bilaspur, Mar 14: An on-
line webinar will be organ-
ized by the Department of
Journalism and Mass
Communication of the
Guru Ghasidas Central
University on 16th March
2022 at 11:00 PM on the
topic “Role of Media in
Empowerment of
Women”. The event will be
patronized and presided
over by the Vice-
Chancellor of Guru
Ghasidas University, Prof.
Alok Kumar Chakrawal.
The co-patron is Prof.

Shailendra Kumar,
Registrar of the
University.

Shatabdi Subodh
Pandey, National Head,
Mahila Sahakari Sahakar
Bharati, Raipur will be the
keynote speaker and sen-
ior TV journalist and film
producer, Rajesh Badal,
and eminent Professor,
Govind Singh of Indian
Institute of Mass
Communication, New
Delhi will be the special
speakers.

The Convener of the we-
binar is Dr. Gopa Bagchi,
Head of Department of
Journalism and Mass
Communication and the
Co-convener is Assistant
Professor, Dr. Anupama

Kumari. Organizing
Secretary is research
scholar, Avinash Tripathi.
To join the webinar on
Google Meet, you can con-
nect through this link:
https://meet.google.com/g
sr -totv-dtf and you can
register yourself by visit-
ing (https://forms.gle
/1SUUgWfgF8BSDC39A).

This webinar will focus
on the status of women in
journalism and empower-
ment of women through
journalism.

This webinar will prove
to be useful and informa-
tive for professors, re-
searchers, academia, orga-
nizational sector, people
associated with the media
world, women and others.

Webinar on ‘Role of Media in
Empowerment of Women’

In Central
University Bilaspur
from March 16

Bilaspur, Mar 14: A total of
37 students of the sixth se-
mester of B.Sc. Rural
Technology programme,
run by the Department of
Rural Technology and
Social Development, of
Guru Ghasidas University
Bilaspur went for an educa-
tional tour of the Devbhog
Dairy Plant at Koni today,
on March 14.

In the above tour pro-
gram, the Director of the
dairy plant, NN Dwivedi,
gave brief information
about the activities going on
in the plant. In-charge of
milk production unit work-
ing in the plant, Namrata
Dutta explained in detail
the processing techniques

to be adopted after collec-
tion of milk. She explained
the process of breaking
down the fat particles in the

plant and mixing it in equal
quantity in the milk so that
the milk can be kept safe for
maximum time. The work-

ing method of packaging
machines for milk produced
in the plant was also ex-
plained by her.

Satyam Pandey, working
in the plant, also apprised
the students about the
process of how various
products are made from
milk like Ghee, Rabdi,
Butter, Khova etc. The stu-
dents asked a lot of ques-
tions about the adulteration
of milk and ghee and the
process of their investiga-
tion. On behalf of the dairy
plant, packets of rabri man-
ufactured by them were
given to all the students as a
gift. The Head of the depart-
ment, Dr. Pushpraj Singh
thanked the Director of the
dairy plant for organizing
the educational tour. The ed-
ucational tour was conduct-
ed by the Assistant
Professor of the depart-
ment, Dr. Lokesh Kumar
Tinde.

Educational tour of Devbhog Dairy Plant organised
For students of CU

Raipur , Mar 14: Today’s
Suresh Agrawal memorial
Cricket tournament had 4
matches, the first match was
in between SBI Jagdalpur
and JNIL, SBI won the toss
and selected bating first in
which as core of 75 runs was
made by losing 9 wickets,
playing the next innings
JNIL team players could
score the target very easily
in 6 overs with hardly losing
a single wicket, in this
match an experienced
bowler Mr. Rajesh Verma
was felicitated as the player
of the match for making 39
runs in 4 overs.

The next match was in be-
tween SEML and Yes Bank,
Yes Bank after winng the
toss selected bowling, in the
opening SEML Team made
135 runs by losing 6 wickets,
countering in the next in-
ning Yes Bank batsman’s
couldn’t make the target and

after losing a 3wickets and
made only 93 runs and that’s
how they handed over victo-
ry to Sarda Energy and
Minerals Teams, Sandeep
Verma was rewarded as the
player of match for hitting
27runs in 2 overs.

While in the evening the
third game happened in be-
tween S.A. Rubber

Industries and HDFC Bank,
in which SARI team won the
toss and selected batting
first, they scored 61 runs in
with the loss of 6 wickets,
playing in the next innings
HDFC after losing2 wickets
could easily achieve the tar-
get in 8 overs and won the
match. For achieving 32
runs in 3 overs the man of
the match award was of-
fered to Yuvraj Dwivedi.

Last match of the 10th day
was in between Sky

Automobiles and Axis Bank,
Axis won the toss and decid-
ed to bat 1st. Playing the 1st
innings the Axix players
made 57 runs while losing 7
wickets, inthe second in-
nings Sky Automobiles
made the game’s victory
very easily by losing mere 4
wickets in 8 overs. For
achieving 3wickets in 3
overs Mr. Aakash Singh
from Sky Team was felicitat-
ed with the player of the
match trophy.

JNIL, SEML, HDFC and SKY Automobiles emerge winner

Konta/Sukma, Mar 14:
BJP’s state in-charge D.
Purandeshwari reached
Sukma today and she was
accorded warm welcome by
the BJP workers. Talking to
the journalists of Sukma
district, BJP state in-charge
D. Purandeshwari fiercely
targeted the Bhupesh gov-
ernment. She charged that
the budget of the govern-
ment is limited only on pa-
pers. It is sad that Bhupesh
Baghel talks about
Chhattisgarhi and
Chhattisgarh respect, but
the reality is that he sees

Chhattisgarh only from the
point of view of ATM and
Chhattisgarh is being used
as an ATM machine, she al-
leged.

Purandeshwari while
commenting upon the state-
ment made by Minister
Kawasi Lakhma that the

roads in region are like
Hema Malini’s cheek, said
that this is a wrong state-
ment made by Minister
Kawasi Lakhma.
Purandeshwari  charged
that the roads in Jagdalpur
and Bastar region are in
bad shape and questioned

as to why the Minister who
raised voice against road
construction is keeping
silent today?  She charged
that after Congress govern-
ment coming to power, they
have not even put a lump of
soil on the road. After talk-
ing to our BJP workers, it
has been said that whatever
development has taken
place here has happened
during term of BJP.

Purandeshwari said that
our workers will rise from
factionalism and work joint-
ly in the elections. The
party has recently won in
four out of five states with
good majority and we are
equally hopeful that with
the hard work of the work-
ers, the party will win the
next elections in
Chhattisgarh as well.

Budget of Cong govt limited 
to papers: Purandehswari

Ch’garh is being
used as ATM by
Cong govt, she
alleged
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Rajim, Mar 14: As the
festival of Holi is getting
closer, people are prepar-
ing to get immersed in the
colors of Holi, but infla-
tion is all set to play spoil-
sport on the festival, as
prices of goods related to
the festival are seeing a
steep increase in price.
Prices of drums, locally
called Nagadas, which
was available for five to
seven hundred, is now
being sold for Rs.1000.

Other musical instru-
ments used during the fes-
tival which also includes
Nagadas, has taken the
shape of loudspeakers,
mobiles and other instru-
ments, making the festi-
val long lost in modernity
and shortage of time for
traditions.

Preparations for
setting up a Colour
shops are currently
underway in Pandit
Sunderlal Sharma
Chowk, when there
are numbered days
left for the festival, but
a large number of
shops are decorated
on Raipur Road,
Mahasamund road
and District
H e a d q u a r t e r s
Gariaband Road in
the city.

The prices of
colours too is record-
ing a steep rice, as
gulal available in
Rs.40 kg is now avail-
able in Rs.70 per kg.
Same way prices of
edible oil used to
make delicacies in the
festival are also sky
rocketing, with one

tin of oil currently avail-
able at Rs. 2,700, compared
to the price of Rs.1, 700
last year.

Meanwhile the number
of passengers in buses
has increased due to the
festival, with more than
one and a half hundred
buses run from the city to
the capital Raipur,
Mahasamund, Dhamtari,
Chura, Gariaband,
Mainpur, Devbhog etc.

The end of the pandem-
ic and fall in Covid 19
cases though is expected
to bring festivity after a
long gap, with local
traders expecting a boom
in sales and purchase.
Here it takes a mention
that Holika Dahan will be
played on 17th March and
Rang Gulal will be played
on the second day on 18th
March.
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Gariyaband, Mar 14:
Quacks and ineligible doc-
tors are reportedly active
in the villages of Devbhog
Amalipadar area and are
tampering with public
health in the name of
treatment without any
medical degree. Here, no
effort is being spared in
cutting the pockets of the
public, but it is surprising
that no proper action is
being taken even after the
department is aware of
this situation and in the

absence of departmental
action; the number of
quacks or called
'Jholachap' doctors (called
so by local people) is in-
creasing.

The quacks can be wit-
nessed in the villages with
medicines and drugs, ad-
ministering them into the
sick, without proper
dosage counseling and
safety practices.Devbhog,
J h a n k a r p a r a ,
Ghumarguda, Sinapali
Khokhsara, Doomar
Bahal, Supebeda,
Dhruvapara, Puranapani,
Diwanmuda, Karlaguda,
Madagaon Limpara,
Sitlijor, Gadaghat,
Karlaband,and villages
A m a l i p a d a r ,

Moodghelmal, Dabriguda,
Sarnabahal, Chikhli,
Dhanora, Gudhiyari,
Saraipani, Gohrapadar,
Gurjibhanta, Kandekela,
Urmal, Dhuravgudi,

Chanabhata, Kekajor,
Birighat, Panigaon,
Kharipathara, Khairmal,
Mujbahal of Amalipadar
area are the places where
the quacks are reportedly
active. In some places
under the guise of BMS
(Ayurved), the quacks are
using a lot of allopathic
medicines and also run-
ning medical stores.

What officer says:
A few months ago, we

took action at some places
in Devbhog and sealed the
illegal clinic. If there is
such a situation again,
then action will be taken
against everyone soon
Dr.AK Humne- Nodal
Officer, Gariyabandh.
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Anwari, Mar 14: The
oath ceremony and felici-
tation programme of
newly elected and nomi-
nated office bearerrs of
'Parikshetriya Sahu
Samaj' (PSS) was held here
on Sunday. The chief guest
was Dayaram Sahu
President District Sahu
Sangh Dhamtari and it
was chaired by Dr
Radheshyam Sahu
President Tehsil Sahu
Sangh Kurud.

The programme began
with condolences to late
Arjun Hirwani President
Sahu Samaj Sangh Raipur.
Further in the pro-
gramme, Dayaram Sahu

administered oath to
newly elected office bear-
ers. In this for the post of
President, Kamlesh Sahu
of Darba, for V-P Tuled
Sahu; Chitralekha Sahu as
V-P (female) and other
nominated members were
administered oath.

The speakers held the
need to keep all from Sahu
Samaj united and march
on path of progress.
Radheshyam Sahu in his
address informed about
'patta' and other works in
Tehsil Bhavan and moving
ahead in Darba circle.

Sharda Loknath Sahu
President tehsil Sahu
Sangh Kurud in his ad-
dress said that if a society
moved ahead remaining

united, then any of the
problems can be easily
overcome. He said that
marriage of all the daugh-
ters from Sahu samaj is
their responsibility and
asked all to help each
other.

In this progarmme
Santram Santram Sahu,
Suman Santosh Sahu,
Sharda Loknath Sahu,
Narayan Sahu, Vishwanath
Sahu, Ghanshyam Sahu,
Kamlesh Sahu, Alakh Ram
Sahu, Teerath Ram Sahu,
Ratni Bai Sahu, Bhuneswar
Sahu, Kaushaliya Bai Sahu,
KR Sahu, Leela Ram Sahu,
Gopal Sahu, Kamta Sahu
and others from Sahu
Samaj were present in large
number.

BJP leaders, party workers
take out victory rally
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Nandini-Ahirwara, Mar 14:
On historic win of BJP in
UP, Manipur, Goa and
Uttarakhand VS pols, it
was under leadership of
BJP Youth Leader Harsh
Jain a massive 'vijay julus'
(victory rally) was taken
out, starting from
Ahirwara Bus Stand and
passing through main
thoroughfares of city. On
this occasion all the BJP
office bearers, party work-
ers and residents and
traders extended greet-
ings on party's win.

With this rally, entire
city was turned and illu-
minated saffron in colour,
as all the party workers

were carrying party's saf-
fron flag and raising slo-
gans 'Jai Shri Ram'. On
this occasion even many a
senior citizens and youths

in large number were
present. At the Ahirwara
bus stand a massive fire-
work was done.

On this occasion ex-

Parliamentary Secretary
Labhchand Bafna,
Ahirwara Palika
President Natwar
Tamrakar, District
Treasurer Chanchal
Bafna, Mandal President
Leeman Sahu, corporator
Anuj Sahu, Shivnarayan
Agrawal, BJYM State
working committee mem-
ber Dau Anand Tamrakar,
Ishwar Sharma, gen. secy.
Rahul Chandel, secy.
Shekhar Baba, Nagar V-P
Sahil Khan, Tushad
Yadav, Sandeep Singh,
District office bearers
Budhram Sahu, Monu
Sahu, Shekhar Sahu,
Bunty Sahu and others
were present in large
number.

Public health being
tampered with due
to lack of action
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On party’s historic win in UP, Goa, U’khand, Manipur

Emission of dust from road
posing health problems
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Nandini-Ahirwara, Mar 14:
The road construction
work from Nandini to
Bhilai for 20 km distance
is still underway and this
is causing huge blow of
dust and causing lots of
problems to residents liv-
ing in 200 units in Nandini
Mines.

In order to stop the dust
blowing from the site, the
contractor should use
water in the site, but no
such thing is being done.
On the other hand, no sign

board has been put for
road diversion and due to
which the passer-by are
made to face dusty terrain
all their way to home.

Complaint in this re-
gard has been made by the
residents, but still the road
contractor is not spraying
water on the top and if

this situation persist for
long, then it could pose lot
of health-hazard to the
people living nearby.
Residents charged that the
contractor is carrying out
work sidelining the health
aspects of people nearby.

BJP district cum treas-
urer Chanchal Bafna said

that the contractor is not
utilising water at the site
of road construction and
at many places digging of
holes has been done and
left open, posing problems
of falling of children or
animals and all this is pos-
ing lots of problems for
people of the region.

To residents in 200
Units of Nandini
Mines area
For road work from
Nandini to Bhilai

Hansraj Sahu elected
President, Sujata Sahu as V-P

Elections of Tehsil Sahu Sangh held peacefully
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Dongargarh, Mar 14: In
the Tehsil Sahu Sangh
election, former President
Hansraj Sahu has once
again being given respon-
sibility as President and
Nobel Sahu as V-P.

Observer Gajendra Sav
andn Chumman Sahu
Churiya and CEO
Maheshwar Prasad Sahu
and colleagues were pres-
ent and the election for
Dongargarh Tehsil Sahu

Sangh were held peaceful-
ly.

As per information from
the senior party worker of
Samaj Hemant Sahu, for
the post of President TSS
the elected Hansraj Sahu
defeated Ishwar Lal Sahu
with 77 votes. For post of
V-P (Male), Nobel Sahu de-
feated in triangular fight
to Netram Sahu and
Mahendra Das Sahu.

For post of V-P (female),
Sujata Sahu defeated Lata
Sahu. Revaram Sahu or-

ganisation secy;
Gangadhar Sahu secre-
tary; Hemlata Sahu
Secretary; Chavi Das
Sahu Dy. Treasurer and
Kawal Ram Sahu was
elected as the accountant.

To help in this election
work, on behalf of District
Sahu Sangh, Hemant Sahu
was present as Addl.
Presiding officer, along
with Bhuwal Sahu, Anjore
Das, Asst. Presiding office
was Nohar Sahu,
Devendra Sahu.

Oath ceremony of PSS held

SP conducts surprise inspection of Traffic police
Central Chronicle News

Balod, Mar 14: The
newly appointed SP Balo
Govardhan Ram Thakur
conducted surprise in-
spection of Traffic Police
office in city and after
holding talks with the po-
lice officers and employees
he took to streets and in
this action was taken
against many without
valid vehicle documents
and violating traffic
norms. SP informed that
to check traffic is top pri-
ority of police and there-
fore the traffic police de-
partment has taken to
street and this campaign
will be launched all over
the district.

Need for modern 
resources:

Speaking to media per-

sons, SP Govardhan Ram
Thakur said that there are
many shortcoming which
came to fore during in-
spection in the Traffic de-
partment office and said
that there is need for many
modern resources and
equipments, so that the
traffic system can be
streamlined. He said that

soon the department will
be provided with all mod-
ern resources, so that traf-
fic in the district head-
quarters and other parts of
the district can be stream-
lined.
News of Police checking

spread like wildfire:
DSP Balod District

along with TI and other

police officers and employ-
ees took a small de-tour of
the city and the beats of
their march-past in the
city can be very well heard
by all and people started
correcting their wrong
moves.

The vehicles parked ille-
gally and in an unorgan-
ised manner in different
parts of city weres made
more organised and were
directed to ensure that
same is followed the next
day and warned of action,
if not done. Some of the
vehicles were fined for dis-
rupting traffic and during
this DSP Rajesh Bagdi,
DSP Prateek Chaturvedi,
Inspector Manish Sharma,
Inspector Padma and
other police staff of Balod
traffic police were present
in large number.

CG Budget 2022-23 gets
mixed response
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Mungeli, Mar 14:
Chhattisgarh budget
2022-23, presented by CM
Bhupesh Baghel, has got
mixed response from
across the region, with
some hailing the budget
while another criticiz-
ing the government and
the budget as anti devel-
opment.

Ruling Congress
Party is continuously
terming the budget de-
velopmental, while the
opposition has termed it
apartheid and division-
al on the economic
front.

According to MP
Arun Sao, the budget is
anti development as no
employment grants and
schemes are missing in
the budget. The parlia-
mentarian has also
opined the budget as
poor, as there has been
no provisions kept for
women and health sec-

tor.
Dhaneshwar Sahu,

President Pichda Varg
Aayog, has hailed the
budget and termed it as
one which has been
made taking care of all
the classes of the socie-
ty particularly the
youth, trade and com-
merce and farmers.

District Panchayat
member Sheelu Sahu
has condemned the
budget and opined the
budget to be poor in
terms of providing ben-
efits to all. For the farm-
ers and the unemployed
the budget brings noth-
ing, she said.

BJP Yuva Morcha
President Tarun
Khandekar, has also
condemned the budget
and termed it adverse to
the states economic con-
dition. The youths have
got no special provi-
sions, nor has the unem-
ployed been any provi-
sion, he said.

Quacks active in the villages of
Devbhog Amalipadar region

Health services in poor
state as services not 
provided adequately
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Dhamtari, Mar 14: The
State Government is run-
ning various programs to
aid the health services of
the region, but adequate
resources are not reach-
ing the beneficiaries and
many patients are not get-
ting the direct benefit of
these public oriented
health schemes.

According to the
norms of the National
Health Mission, medical
camp s have to be organ-
sied in slums and other
urban population region,

to cater to the health and
diagnostic features of the
general public, but such
camps are reportedly not
being camped by eth con-
cerned authorities,
though funds are released
by the government for
this purpose from time to
time. According to pa-
tients visiting a camp or-
ganized in Gokulpur, ade-
quate drugs and other re-
sources are not available
in the camps, and many
had to wait long before
getting registered and
treated. According to in-
formation, the health offi-

cials are tampering with
the funds available for
taking the services of pri-
vate experts in the camps,
by allotting duty to gov-
ernment doctors in their
place.

What officer says
National Health

Mission programs are
running efficiently in the
region and no complaints
against misuse of funds
or non availability of
drugs has been received.
Action will be taken on re-
ceiving of any further
complaint. Dr.DK Turre-
CMHO.

Inflation set to affect festival of colours



TRAFFIC JAM SITUATION

Heavy traffic jam on the Cyber City Road, near Shankar Chowk, in Gurugram,
Haryana on Monday.
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BRIEF
Kangaroo

Alipurduar: A kanga-
roo was rescued from
a goods vehicle in
West Bengal’s
Alipurduar district
for first time and two
persons from
Hyderabad were ar-
rested for allegedly
being involved in traf-
ficking of the animal.
Acting on tip-off, po-
lice team intercepted
a mini-truck on
National Highway-31
in Barobisha area
near Assam West
Bengal border and res-
cued the animal. It is
suspected that the two
arrested persons were
trying to smuggle.

Rescued
Mathura: An 8-year-
old boy, who was kid-
napped for ransom
two days ago from
Govind Nagar area
here, was rescued by
the police, officials
said. One person has
been taken into cus-
tody in connection
with the incident, the
police officials said.
The boy was kid-
napped while he was
playing outside his
house in Govind
Nagar. His family
members found out
only when the kidnap-
pers called them to de-
mand ransom, the po-
lice said.

Threatening
Aizawl: A 37-year-old
man was arrested for
allegedly threatening
to assassinate
Mizoram Chief
Minister
Zoramthanga if he
did not resign within
three months, police
said. The accused had
earlier been arrested in
2018 for writing a
threatening letter to
former chief minister
Lal Thanhawla, a sen-
ior police officer said.
The man, identified as
Rodinliana alias Apuia
Tocchhawng, a native
of Khawzawl town and
resident of Chanmari
West locality.

Injured
Morigaon: A man, ac-
cused of lifting motor-
cycles, was injured in
police firing when he
allegedly tried to es-
cape from custody in
Morigaon district of
Assam. According to
Morigaon
Superintendent of
Police Aparna N, the
accused was arrested.
While the man was
being brought to
Laharighat Police
Station, he tried to flee
the custody. He was
asked to stop but did
not listen to the police-
men there.

Setback
Jammu: National
Panthers Party (NPP)
suffered a setback
when its entire Samba
district unit resigned
from the basic mem-
bership of the party.
NPP district presi-
dent, Samba,
Rajeshwar Singh said
the unit resigned due
to reckless attitude of
the party chairman
and former minister
Harsh Dev Singh.
They were fed up with
internal bickering,
fight for supremacy
among the party lead-
ers, and above all the
reckless attitude of
the party chairman.

Suspended
Indore: Three police-
men, including an as-
sistant sub-inspector,
were suspended for al-
legedly thrashing and
kicking a naked man in
Madhya Pradesh’s
Indore. After a video of
the incident which oc-
curred became viral,
the ASI and two consta-
bles were suspended.

New Delhi, Mar 14 (AP):

India is exploring ways
to avoid a major disruption
in its supply of Russian-
made weaponry amid US
sanctions following
Moscow’s invasion of
Ukraine, and Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
tightrope walk could be-
come more difficult due to
a continuing border stand-
off with China.

Experts say up to 60 per-
cent of Indian defense
equipment comes from
Russia, and New Delhi
finds itself in a bind at a
time when it is facing a
two-year-old standoff with
China in eastern Ladakh
over a territorial dispute,
with tens of thousands of

soldiers within shooting
distance after Galwan
clash.

‘The nightmare scenario
for India would be if the US
comes to the conclusion
that it confronts a greater
threat from Russia and
that this justifies a strate-
gic accommodation with
China. In blunt terms, con-

cede Chinese dominance in
Asia while safeguarding its
European flank,’ Shyam
Saran, India’s former for-
eign secretary, wrote in a
recent blog post.

Would China, drawing
lessons from Ukraine, be
an aggressor in disputed
eastern Ladakh or in
Taiwan? ‘It is very possible

they might do it,’ said
Jitendra Nath Misra, a re-
tired diplomat and distin-
guished fellow in the
Jindal School of
International Affairs.

President Joe Biden has
spoken about unresolved
differences with India after
the country abstained from
voting on United Nations
resolutions against
Russian aggression in
Ukraine. Modi has so far
avoided voting against
Russia or criticizing Putin
for invading Ukraine.

In the early 1990s, about
70 percent of Indian army
weapons, 80 percent of its
air force systems and 85
percent of its navy plat-
forms were of Soviet ori-
gin. India is now reducing
its dependency on Russian
arms and diversifying its
defense procurements,
buying more from coun-
tries like the United States,
Israel, France and Italy.

India unsure of Russian arms
to meet China, Pak threats

New Delhi, Mar 14 (PTI):

The government on
Monday assured the Lok
Sabha it will look into
measures that can be
taken so Indian students
brought back to the coun-
try from Ukraine under
Operation Ganga can com-
plete their education.

Union Minister for
Education Dharmendra
Pradhan also said that
Operation Ganga, carried
out under the leadership
of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi to evacu-
ate Indian students from
Ukraine, is proof of the
“collective wisdom of 130
crore Indians”.

Pradhan was replying to
a question by Congress
member Gaurav Gogoi
who wanted to know if the
government was consider-
ing working out “any poli-

cy or holding talks” with
universities in countries
neigbouring Ukraine to
enable Indian students to
complete their studies.

“When we have brought
them, you remain assured
that government will pon-
der over making arrange-
ments, whatsoever is re-
quired, to enable them to
become doctors in fu-

ture,” the minister said in
response.

“At present, it is time
for getting them out of the
shock. We are all engaged
in that,” the minister
added.

The Congress should
congratulate the prime
minister for the
Operation Ganga, he
added.

“I was expecting that
from his party (Congress)
and the House, prime
minister will be congratu-
lated for Operation
Ganga...,” the minister
told Lok Sabha during
Question Hour.

Parliamentarians on
Monday demanded that
the government formu-
late a policy to allow stu-
dents evacuated from war-
torn Ukraine to complete
their medical education
in universities in India.

Raising the issue dur-
ing the Zero Hour in the
Lok Sabha, Congress
member Rajmohan
Unnithan (Kasargod)
claimed that thousands of
students from Kerala
were still stranded in
Sumy in Ukraine and de-
manded that the govern-
ment take urgent steps to
bring them to safety.

Govt assures on future of students evacuated from Ukraine

Education minister Dharmendra Pradhan answering to
questions in Lok Sabha on Monday.

Mumbai, Mar 14 (PTI):

Maharashtra Home
Minister Dilip Walse Patil
on Monday said the
recording of statement of
BJP leader Devendra
Fadnavis by Mumbai po-
lice in a case of alleged il-
legal tapping of phones
was a “routine” exercise.

But, former state chief
minister Fadnavis claimed
questions that the police
asked him on Sunday were
“meant for an accused”.

A team of the BKC
cyber police in Mumbai
recorded Fadnavis’ state-
ment for almost two hours
on Sunday at his resi-
dence. The police had ear-
lier issued a notice to
Fadnavis, who is leader of
opposition in the state
Assembly, in connection
with the probe into the
leak of confidential infor-
mation on corruption in
police transfers and al-

leged illegal tapping of
phones. Speaking in the
state Assembly on
Monday, Walse Patil said
there was no immunity
in criminal cases.

A notice sent to
Fadnavis, not as an ac-
cused but to record his
statement. “It was a rou-
tine exercise, nothing has
been done deliberately,”
he said. An FIR has been
filed in the illegal phone
tapping case and state-
ments of 24 people have
been recorded, the minis-
ter informed. A notice
under CrPC Section 160

means the statement can
be recorded at home or at
the police station, he told
the House.

The police have also
asked Union home secre-
tary to share the pen
drive (about the alleged
corruption in police
transfers) given by
Fadnavis, he added.

The opposition BJP in
the state said it was
Fadnavis who unearthed
the “scam” in police
transfers.

Raising the issue
through an adjournment
notice in the House, BJP
leader Sudhir
Mungantiwar said mem-
bers of the Legislature
are protected by privilege
and cannot share their
sources. The Supreme
Court has also upheld
this, he added.

Fadnavis, who was
present in the House, said
when he got the question-
naire few days ago, he
had said he would re-
spond.

‘Recording of Fadnavis’
statement routine exercise’

Dilip Walse Patil

Ahmedabad, Mar 14 ( PTI):

The Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh
(RSS) has called for
“Bharat-centric” models of
employment generation to
strengthen the economy
and achieve sustainable
and holistic development.

In the wake of several
youth in the country fac-
ing unemployment, the
Akhil Bharatiya
Pratinidhi Sabha (ABPS),
the top decision-making
body of the RSS, passed a
resolution to promote
work opportunities to
make the country self-re-
liant.

In the resolution, the
ABPS said it wishes to em-
phasise that the entire so-

ciety has to play a proac-
tive role in harnessing
work opportunities to mit-
igate the overall employ-
ment challenge.

“As we have experienced
the impact of the recent
COVID-19 pandemic on
employment and liveli-
hood, we have also wit-
nessed opening up of new
opportunities of which
some sections of the socie-

ty have taken benefit,” it
said. The ABPS is of the
opinion that thrust is to be
given to “Bharatiya eco-
nomic model” that is
human-centric, labour in-
tensive, eco-friendly and
lays stress on decentralisa-
tion and equitable distri-
bution of benefits and aug-
ments village economy,
micro scale, small scale
and agro-based industries,

the resolution said.
“The ABPS calls upon

citizens to work on Bharat-
centric models of employ-
ment generation to
strengthen the economy
and achieve sustainable
and holistic development,”
it said. The three-day
meeting of the ABPS con-
cluded at Pirana on the
outskirts of Ahmedabad.
According to the resolu-
tion, the areas like rural
employability, unorgan-
ised sector employment,
jobs to women and their
overall participation in
the economy need to be
boosted. Efforts are essen-
tial to adapt new technolo-
gies and soft skills appro-
priate to the societal condi-
tions, it said.

RSS stresses ‘Bharat-centric’ job
models to tackle unemploymentAmaravati, Mar 14 (PTI): 

The Andhra Pradesh
Legislative Assembly on
Monday witnessed un-
precedented scenes as the
House Marshals virtually
manhandled the Telugu
Desam Party legislators
and pushed them away
even as five members of
the opposition were sus-
pended from the House for
the duration of the Budget
session. The suspension
was a culmination of acri-
monious scenes the House
witnessed since the start
on Monday morning as
the principal opposition
sought an immediate dis-
cussion on the illicit ar-
rack tragedy in West
Godavari district in which
about 18 people reportedly
died over the past few

days. The Speaker rejected
the adjournment motion
moved by the TDP and
sought to take up regular
business, which the oppo-
sition did not allow.

The House was ad-
journed twice as there was
no order for conduct of
business.

The TDP MLAs were
suspended when the pro-
ceedings resumed after the
second adjournment and
they continued with their
protest. Telugu Desam

Legislature Party deputy
leaders K Atchannaidu,
Nimmala Ramanaidu, sen-
ior members Gorantla
Butchaiah Choudary,
Payyavula Keshav and DB
V Swamy were those sus-
pended.

Though the Speaker an-
nounced that Deputy
Chief Minister (Health)
AKK Srinivas would make
a statement on the episode,
the TDP members insisted
on a discussion to bring
out the facts.

Five TDP members suspended from AP Assembly 

Guwahati, Mar 14 (PTI):

Assam Governor Jagdish
Mukhi on Monday said 274
cases registered against 427
erstwhile cadre of the mili-
tant group National
Democratic Front of
Boroland (NDFB) have been
withdrawn.

Addressing the Assam as-
sembly on the first day of
the budget session, Mukhi
also said that a total of 4,203
cadre of various groups
have been rehabilitated
under the Bodo Accord.
“The State Level Committee
for withdrawal of cases
(non-heinous) under trial
against NDFB cadre after
thorough review has with-
drawn 274 cases against 427
former NDFB cadre,” he
added.

A “proactive implementa-
tion of the Bodo Accord has
led to the rehabilitation of
4,203 surrendered cadre
with financial assistance of
Rs 168.12 crore, the gover-
nor said.

In July last year, Chief
Minister Himanta Biswa

Sarma had announced that
non-heinous crime cases
against the surrendered
NDFB cadre would be dis-
posed of soon and all the
cases pending with
National Investigation
Agency (NIA) would be
transferred to the police.

274 cases against 427 NDFB
cadre withdrawn: Assam Guv

Kolkata, Mar 14 (PTI):

The TMC’s flop show in
Goa polls, preceded by the
civic election debacle in
Tripura a few months ago,
seems to have dealt a body
blow to its national ambi-
tions and the efforts to
project the party as the
glue of an opposition al-
liance against the BJP.

After its emphatic victo-
ry in the 2021 Bengal as-
sembly polls, the TMC, set
to spread its wings far and
wide, had begun the
groundwork in Goa, but
despite its high-decibel
campaign in the coastal
state, alliance with a local
outfit and induction of
several leaders from rival
camps, the party managed
to garner just 5.21 per cent
of the total votes polled,
drawing a blank in the 40-
member Assembly.

Having failed its litmus
test, the Bengal’s ruling

party is back to square
one, trying to draw up a
fresh strategy ahead of the
polls in Meghalaya and
Tripura.

“If you lose one or two
elections, it doesn’t mean
you are done with. It takes
just one win to change the
mood. Everybody talks
about the seats you win or
lose; no one talks about the
percentage of votes gar-
nered. We had entered Goa
only a few months ago and
managed to get over five
per cent votes. I think that
was a good start,” TMC na-
tional vice-president
Yashwant Sinha said.

In Tripura civic polls
last year, the party had

bagged 24 per cent votes
but failed to clinch any
civic body.

A senior TMC leader
said the party’s perform-
ance in Goa was not on the
expected lines and that ne-
cessitated a review of its
strategies.

“It is a blow to our na-
tional ambitions. We had
invested a lot of time and
energy in Goa, but that did
not yield any result. We
need to reassess our plans
before we move forward in
the coming days,” the
TMC leader, who did not
wish to disclose his identi-
ty, said.

He also stated that it was
unlikely that the party
would venture out into
other states for the “time
being”, barring the ones
where it had already
opened a unit. Speaking
on the issue of opposition
leadership, the TMC
leader said, “There are

many leaders in the oppo-
sition camp, but Mamata
Banerjee is the senior-
most one.” In an apparent
bid to project Banerjee as
the main opposition face
against Prime Minister
Narendra Modi in 2024,
the TMC had been induct-
ing people from diverse ge-
ographies and political
backgrounds, and corner-
ing the Congress on every
occasion, but the recent
setbacks prompted the
party to sing a slightly dif-
ferent tune. Neither
Mamata Banerjee nor any
leader of the TMC claimed
that she will be the leader
of the opposition. She has
called upon everyone, who
is opposed to the BJP, to
come together and fight
against the BJP. “Politics
is a long-drawn battle. The
AAP, after camping in Goa
for the last two to three
years, bagged just two
seats in Goa.

TMC’s ambitions take hit after misadventures in Goa, Tripura

T-90 tanks with many imported Russian components 
assembled at Avadi, Tamil Nadu.

US unwillingness to
provide technology
transfers

In phone tapping case

Assam Governor Jagdish Mukhi addresses Assam assembly
in Guwahati on Monday.

Five TDP MLAs meet after suspension in Amaravati on Monday.

Amid pandemonium

RSS leaders at meeting in Ahmedabad.
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LINE-UP FOR WATER

People line-up to fill containers with water as people faced water shortages due to
power outages in Yangon, Myanmar on Monday.

BRIEF
Diversity

Singapore:
Singapore’s diversity
is not static, and the
country welcomes mi-
grants from all over
the world while keep-
ing its broad ethnic
balance stable, Prime
Minister Lee Hsien
Loong said, celebrat-
ing the success of the
Sindhi community
here. It is important
for such new arrivals
to make efforts to inte-
grate into the local so-
ciety, even as they pre-
serve their distinct
identities and cul-
tures. Each group
adds to Singapore’s
rich social tapestry.

Talks
Doha: Chad’s ruling
military council and
representatives of
rebel forces met for
the formal opening of
peace talks in Qatar,
part of a broader
diplomatic effort to
halt decades of fight-
ing and instability in
the vast, faction-rid-
den nation. The nego-
tiationsaim to pave
the way for the head of
the junta, Gen
Mahamat Idriss Deby,
to lead the strategic
central African coun-
try toward new elec-
tions in 18 months.
Delegations gathered
with officials.

Arrested
Kathmandu: Two
Nepali men have been
arrested for allegedly
murdering an Indian
national in Kailali dis-
trict earlier in the
week, officials said.
Kuldeep Gupta, 42,
who hailed from
Sahejapur in Uttar
Pradesh, was killed,
they said.

Washington, Mar 14 (AP):

A US official said Russia
asked China for military
equipment to use in its in-
vasion of Ukraine, a re-
quest that heightened ten-
sions about the ongoing
war ahead of a Monday
meeting in Rome between
top aides for the US and
Chinese governments.
Meanwhile, Beijing has
accused Washington of
spreading “disinforma-
tion” over China’s role in
the Ukraine war.

The prospect of China
offering Russia financial
help is one of several con-
cerns for President Joe
Biden. A US official,
speaking on condition of
anonymity to discuss sen-

sitive matters, said that in
recent days, Russia had re-
quested support from
China, including military
equipment, to press for-

ward in its ongoing war
with Ukraine. The official
did not provide details on
the scope of the request.

The Biden administra-

tion is also accusing
China of spreading
Russian disinformation
that could be a pretext for
Russian President
Vladimir Putin’s forces to
attack Ukraine with
chemical or biological
weapons. Russia’s inva-
sion of Ukraine has put
China in a delicate spot
with two of its biggest
trading partners: the US
and European Union.
China needs access to
those markets, yet it also
has shown support for
Moscow, joining with
Russia in declaring a
friendship with ‘no lim-
its.’ The United Nations
has said it has received no
information backing up
such accusations.

US alleges Russia seeking
military aid from China

Russian military truck factory with alleged Chinese tyre supply.

Ciudad, Mar 14 (AP):

Walter de la Cruz scram-
bled down a large sand dune
in the fog to reach a rock
overlooking the Pacific
Ocean, where he has fished
for three decades. He cast a
hook into the waters off
Peru’s coast several times,
with no luck. One attempt
yielded a piece of plastic
stained with oil.

De la Cruz, 60, is one of
more than 2,500 fishermen
whose livelihoods have been
cast into doubt as a result of
a large crude-oil spill at the
Spanish-owned Repsol oil re-
finery on Jan. 15. ‘We are des-
perate,’ he said, counting on
his fingers the debts that
overwhelm him, including a
bank loan, bills for water,
electricity, gas, and school
supplies for his two grand-

children. Peru has character-
ized the spill of 11,900 barrels
in front of a Repsol refinery
as its ‘worst ecological disas-
ter.’ A report by United
Nations experts estimates it
involved about 2,100 tons of
crude, well above the 700 tons
the International Tanker
Owners Pollution Federation
Limited considers the
threshold for a large spill
and an unprecedented
amount for the type of crude
that leaked. The oil was ex-
tracted from Buzios, the
world’s largest deep water oil
field and the most productive
in Brazil. The spill happened
when the Mare Doricum, an
Italian-flagged tanker, was
unloading oil at the La
Pampilla refinery, just off
Peru’s coast north of the cap-
ital. The ship’s captain told
the South American coun-

try’s Congress that oil spilled
into the ocean for at least
eight minutes.

Peru which has a vast in-
formal economy does not
have exact data on the num-
ber of fishermen affected, or
of the people on the docks
and ports who depend on the
fishing industry, including
restaurants, food vendors,
and those who rent sun um-
brellas or boats. One thing is
for sure: The affected arti-
sanal fishermen are among
the most economically vul-
nerable in Peru, harvesting
small amounts of fish very
close to the coast, sometimes
from small boats and some-
times from the shore, said
Juan Carlos Sueiro, an ex-
pert on the economics of
fishing with the internation-
al conservation group
Oceana.

Peru’s worst ecological disaster
slams small-scale fishing Shanghai, Mar 14 (AFP):

China, the country
where the coronavirus
was first detected in 2019,
is among the last remain-
ing devotees to a zero-
Covid approach to the pan-
demic.

But after two years of
virtually closed borders,
mass testing, targeted
lockdowns and quaran-
tines, the strategy is being
stress-tested like never be-
fore as cases surge across
the country.

With millions currently
under lockdown, can
China’s approach hold out
against the march of the
Omicron variant? China
essentially closed itself off
from the world in March
2020 to follow a formula it
calls “dynamic zero” for

curbing outbreaks: strict
lockdowns and immediate
mass testing. Unlike dur-
ing softer lockdowns else-
where, people in China
can be banned from leav-
ing their building or
forced to remain inside a
hotel room if they are con-

sidered high-risk contacts.
Mandatory track and trace
apps mean close contacts
are usually detected and
quarantined quickly.
Shops, schools, tourist
sites, office blocks and
malls have been summari-
ly locked down with peo-

ple inside after the detec-
tion of a single close con-
tact. Officials are routine-
ly dismissed or castigated
in state media for out-
breaks in their areas. That
puts the onus on local au-
thorities to move fast and
hard on any clusters.
Residents are forced to stay
at home at a moment’s no-
tice, including the 17 mil-
lion people of Shenzhen
who were locked down.
International flight vol-
umes have also collapsed,
with the limited arrivals
undergoing strict weeks-
long quarantine.

The government has said
it will not renew expiring
Chinese passports unless
the holder has a good rea-
son for travel — shredding
outbound demand for 
travel.

Doubts over China’s zero-COVID strategy amid lockdown

Police and workers next to some lockdown areas in Shanghai on Monday.
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Wither Congress
Ten candidates of

Congress party in Uttar
Pradesh got less votes than
NOTA and this single exam-
ple is enough to illustrate the
ground reality of the party
and needs no further com-
ments and party has deci-
mated which is now a
demoralised, fragmented
and spent force. In case of
Punjab party excels in self-
destruction and changed the
Chief Minister in an uncere-
monious manner and the dis-
connect of high command
with the ground realities ulti-
mately landed it in historical
drubbing. Congress needs a
new leadership if it wants to
avoid electroral and political
oblivion. The Gandhi's, Rahul
and Priyanka in front led the
party's compaign in all five
states that went to polls and
the party was rejected by
voters everywhere. It is
expected that they should
now accept the reality as the
verdict is unambiguous and
they should vacate their
positions of leadership for-
mal and informal if the party
has to survive and reinvent
itself to battle the BJP jug-
gernaut. Unlike in Rajasthan
and Chhattisgarh in 2018 the
Cong local leadership could
not check the BJP's "double-
engine" compaign led by PM
Modi and backed by an ener-
getic party machinery. The
writing has been on the wall
for some time and many in
the Congress have read it.
Some left what they felt was
a sinking ship whereas oth-
ers-for instance, the G-23-
still hoped to make the lead-
ership address the crisis. The
fact is the family has out-
lived it's political utility and
is now a burden for the
Congress. Its continuance at
party's helm reflect a sense
of entitlement that alienates
a young and aspirational
electorate, and gives the
party a jaded look. The vot-
ers have moved on from the
Nehru-Gandhi family, it's
time the party did too. The
AAP which has stormed to
power in the state was in
many ways a debutant and
moreover now the party has
become natural replacement
of Congress as it was in Delhi
and presently in Punjab and
Congress is no longer a party
of voters. Did the Mahatma
Gandhi foresee such a turn
of events when he suggest-
ed the disbandment of the
Congress as a political enti-
ty? None of the parties in
the opposition camp seem
to be in a position to suggest
an alternative to ruling party
and it is evident that opposi-
tion suffered because of
lack of leadership and the
people are familiar with a
narrative known as TINA
(there is no alternative) but
in the recent assembly elec-
tions a new narrative
emerged that of SITA
(someone is there always)
and now combined opposi-
tion is to find that SITA.

YYaasshh  PPaall  RRaallhhaann,,  JJaallaannddhhaarr

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

WHAT THEY TWEET!

AAbbhhiinnaavv@@AAbbhhiinnaavv4477777722442299
I'd asked one of my
father's senior officer
who had retired as the
VCOAS as to why he never
went on TV for sharing his
views. He simply said that
that would not be correct
considering the office he
exited. Unfortunately
leading to a confirmation

bias for everyone.

SSaaiilliinngg  CClloouudd@@ttwwiinniittiisshhaa
Life is like a punishment when you
have to live with insecurities. Life
screws you when you are extra
cautious. The world will feel better
when people give a piece of their
heart and not a piece of their mind
at every opportunity. 

AArrppiitt@@aarrppiitt__bbhhaayyaannii
There is no better resource to learn
anything in-depth than the official
documentation. YouTube tutorials
and blogs are good enough to get
started, but when it comes to
building an in-depth understand-
ing, you will have to go through the
official documentation.

RRaajjkkuummaarr@@VViinncceennttRRKK

Omicron is NOT mild. It's
highly contagious and vac-
cine evasive. You see that
when it enters a country
where almost no one has
had COVID before.  You
can see how it dwarfs the
peak in cases that
occurred in the US. A peak
we considered so high and

undwarfable.

VVaayyuu  AAeerroossppaaccee@@RReevviieewwVVaayyuu
Mirage 2000s have been transformed into a deadlier version of themselves!!

RRaahhuull@@RRaahhuullJJMMaatthhuurr
Building a company in a "not cool"
industry won't get you re-Tweets on
Twitter & shares on LinkedIn - but, it
will help you discover a small group
of believers. They either join you,
buy your product(s) or quietly pro-
mote your company - counts 100x
towards company progress.

R ussia has turned to China for military equipment
and aid in the weeks since it began its invasion of

Ukraine, US officials familiar with the matter told media.
The officials, who spoke on the condition of anonymity be-
cause of the sensitivity of the subject, did not describe what
kind of weaponry had been requested, or whether they
know how China responded. This kind of development was
already in knowledge of government of India. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi emphasised on integrating latest
technology in the security apparatus and reiterated that
every effort must be made to make India self-reliant in the
defence sector so that it not only strengthens our security
but also adds to the economy. Modi was also given a detailed
overview of global tech usage in the defence sector and
India's advances in it. India is alarmed at developments re-
garding Russian invasion of Ukraine and sanctions on
Russian defence companies, which supply weapons to
India. Subsequently, Russian dependence on China for
hardware components has forced India to accelerate pro-
grammes for replacing Russian weapons from armed
forces. In a landmark development, India's Defence
Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) recently
took to Twitter to announce the proverbial 'metal cutting'
for the first prototype of India's next-generation fighter jet,
the Advanced Medium Combat Aircraft (AMCA). With
AMCA, India looks set to become only the fourth country to
launch an indigenously produced stealth fighter aircraft.
However, Turkey is also aggressively pursuing its own fifth-
generation aircraft, known as the TF-X, that shares almost
the same timeline of launch as Indian AMCA. Then South
Korea (KF-21) and the European nations (Tempest and
FCAS) are also developing fifth-gen fighter jets. In line with
the announcement in the Union budget 2022-23, the defence
ministry last week said that it has identified 18 major plat-
forms for industry-led design and development under vari-
ous routes.

The platforms include Hypersonic glide vehicle Directed
energy weapons (300 KW and more), Naval shipborne un-
manned aerial system (NSUAS), Lightweight tank, Self-
healing minefields, Unmanned autonomous AI-based land
robot, 127 mm naval gun, 127 mm guided projectile, Electric
propulsion (engines) for ships, Standoff airborne jammer,
Li-ion cells and li-sulphur cells, Communication system
(AFNET system switches, routers, encryptors and VOIP
phones), Electro-optical (EO) pod (with subsequent upgrade
to EO/IR) with high-resolution sensing and 'Plug and Play'
housing/infrastructure for soldiers posted at extreme alti-
tudes. Projects involving the design and development of
equipment, systems, major platforms or upgrades thereof
by the industry can be taken up under this category. Under
SPV model, Long-range unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs)
for high altitude long endurance and Indian multi-role heli-
copter (IMRH) projects approved. Under the iDEX category
Low orbit pseudo satellites being considered. Self sufficien-
cy in defence systems is paramount as according to reports,
cheap Chinese tires have been blamed for a Russian convoy
of armoured vehicles being unable to reach Kyiv. Russian
trucks use Chinese military tires, specifically the Yellow
Sea YS20. China is considering buying or increasing stakes
in Russian energy and commodities companies, according
to people familiar with the matter. It would be wrong to as-
sume that the expanded trading relationship between
Russia and China will only cover raw materials. Russia is
working on sourcing spare parts for aircraft from China
and other Asian countries and has not yet decided whether
to buy foreign airplanes leased by Russian airlines. After
collapse of Soviet Union, Russia has not been able to mod-
ernise its manufacturing industries and may be forced to
depend on China for imports. This is double whammy situa-
tion for India. Performance of Russian supplied equipment
has been questioned as recent cases of Brahmos missile
misfire with Russian made engine and Russian made heli-
copter crash of late CDS Bipin Rawat show. India has to de-
velop its military industrial complex urgently.

Alarming Russian
dependence

M ost companies and large businesses are familiar
with the corporate tax rate, but not all of them are

knowledgeable about the list of countries where corpo-
rate tax rates are high, which include the United States,
Switzerland, Ireland, Singapore, and others. One of the
most underappreciated advantages of a worldwide corpo-
rate tax strategy is the ability to optimise your global tax
structure and reduce tax liabilities when a taxable event
occurs. Certain nations in the developed market bloc,
such as the United States and Canada, have corporation
tax rates of around 35 percent. Despite the fact that India
enacted a corporate tax overhaul in July 2019 that generat-
ed protests and resulted in a political deadlock in the
Indian parliament, India is not in list of nations with
lower corporation tax rates. Even after the decreased rate
was imposed in July, India's corporation tax rate has re-
mained at 19 percent since 2016. India's corporate income
tax rate is still one of the highest in the world. The United
Kingdom is in second place, with a new rate of 12 percent.
Certain nations, such as Italy, Ireland, France, and Poland,
are considering lowering their corporation tax rates in
the future.

In India, basically, there are two optional schemes of
section 115BAA and section 115BAB, neither of which can
be disowned once embraced. The other common features
of the two are they are in lieu of all the tax incentives and
exemptions including the accelerated 100 percent depreci-
ation prescribed for select industries from time to time. In
addition, the right to carry forward unabsorbed deprecia-
tion and losses has to be foresworn. Under the first, tax
rate is 22 percent plus 10 percent surcharge and 4 percent
education and health cess on the tax as increased by sur-
charge for a domestic company engaged in any business.
Under the second, tax rate is just 15 percent plus 10 per-
cent surcharge and 4 percent education and health cess on
the tax as increased by surcharge for a domestic company
set-up and registered on or after the first day of October,
2019, and has commenced manufacturing or production of
an article or thing on or before extended till March 31,
2024. India has long way to corporate tax reforms for de-
velopment of industry.

Corporate taxation
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An artist gives finishing touches to a mural painted on a building at a slum clearance board residential community in
Chennai, Tamil Nadu.

FINISHING TOUCHES

21st century urban designers need
to rediscover centuries-old tradition
in India. Dholavira, a 4,670 year old
city with orthogonal streets, planned
urban spaces and underground water
and sewage management was recog-
nised as a World Heritage Site by UN-
ESCO in 2021. Hundreds of such
planned cities are dotted across the
Indian subcontinent. Evolved over
centuries, India's ancient urban her-
itage offers many lessons in this era
of worsening climate change. The
idea of 'vernacular urbanism' that is,
cities and settlements that respond
to local weather and climate patterns
is recognised by both academics and
the building industry. The old cities of
India have much to offer 21st century
urban development. Urban develop-
ment in the 20th century was charac-
terised by urban sprawl and high-rise
city cores. Cities expanded up and
out. Urban experts from Patrick
Geddes to Louis Mumford to Jane
Jacobs, have recognised suburbia
and high-rise city centres as unsus-
tainable. They involve a massive eco-
logical footprint, water management
problems and problematic trans-
portation systems, along with the
poor quality of life they offer to the
majority of citizens.  

The United Nations Sustainable
Development Goals, a 21st century in-
vention, point to what was already re-
alised in the pre-industrial city. The
fundamental characteristics of the
traditional city in India are its com-
pact city form with non-motorised
transit systems cutting down waste-
ful consumption of resources and

high pollution load that contribute to
climate change. It's a built form per-
fected over hundreds of years. Indian
cities such as Shahjahanabad (which
became Delhi), a living city planned
and built in the 17th century, as well
as many other traditional cities of the
Global South, exhibited exactly the
features that the UN SDGs strive for.
The old compact cities occupy less
land than modern metropolises as
many of them are built on geographi-
cal high-points, often resulting in a
high-density, but not high-rise living,
good public transport networks, and
mixed-use areas that embrace work,
home and play within the one area.
Their hill-top locations reduce the ex-
tent of infrastructure, both physical
and social, and in a modern context
reduce demand for electrical and
electronic systems. The resulting sav-
ings in fossil fuel consumption and
overall capital investment contribute
to climate change resistance. 

Before the term was invented, old
cities had already embraced mixed-
use zoning. The compact city reduces
commuting distances and provides
for proximate recreation spaces.
Transportation systems within old
cities are usually well shaded pedes-
trian networks, which also ensure
cooling airflow. The shaded streets
double as open spaces where playing
children are within the 'eyes on the
street' of the family. The compact old
city often located larger institutional
buildings on higher ground while
being connected by the movement
lines in the valleys. These large insti-
tutional buildings spontaneously gen-

erate public open spaces in front of
them, functioning as a distribution
hub for natural airflow. In the hot-arid
regions of India, the continuous air
change improves the micro-climate
and most recently provided neces-
sary air change during the pandemic.
The value of low-rise, high-density
development is now well recognised
by academics and eminent urban de-
signers like Leon Krier, Charles
Correa, Jan Gehl as more sustainable
compared to urban sprawl or the en-
ergy guzzling high-rise density forms.
The pandemic made matters worse
where viral movement through lifts
and vertical ducts found a free flow.
Sealed glass windows and recycled
air from the HVAC systems aggravat-
ed viral circulation even further.

Post-pandemic, low-rise, optimum-
density development (optimum den-
sity varies from culture to culture, cli-
mate to climate) is likely to have a
resurgence, not only to address the
pandemic but also as a more energy
efficient, human-scaled city form.
Four to five storey walk-ups often
characterise the old settlements.
These contribute less to urban over-
heating as the heat-absorbing sur-
face area of the building mass is con-
siderably reduced. Modern construc-
tion materials from production to
consumption to waste are undoubt-
edly unsustainable. Steel, glass, alu-
minium and plastics have huge im-
pacts in their mining and are highly
energy intensive in their production.
They also involve long distance, fossil
fuel-based transportation. But these
are, at present, 'normal materials' of
construction.  The huge embodied en-
ergy in modern materials is com-
pounded by the energy required for
their upkeep, cooling, and heating.
Traditional, organic building materials
such as timber, clay, and straw use
little energy to create and therefore
have a considerably lower ecological
footprint than materials such as steel
and concrete. The local materials are
sourced from short distances with
minimal transportation costs, are
built in compression-based construc-
tion systems with minimum steel and

without a globalised supply chain.
The resulting aesthetic was also cul-
turally mediated through centuries of
building traditions. 

The traditional city emerged way
before we could have ever imagined
the automobile or railroads. Most tra-
ditional cities were relatively un-
planned - they naturally emerged
simply by people colonizing and
building close together, copying
styles that they have seen elsewhere
and liked. Because the pattern
emerged before there were cars or
even transit, the traditional city pat-
tern is very compact and walkable by
nature. It is very human-scale, and
has an amazing sense of place. In an
environment dependent on the auto-
mobile, you practically depend on
one for your mobility. It is too incon-
venient or unattractive to use any
other form of transportation, so the
car is seen as a necessary prosthetic
just to go about your business. In a
traditional city, a car is an unneces-
sary inconvenience in most cases. If
the building industry's contribution
to carbon emissions, currently
pegged at 40 percent, is to be
brought down, the only solution
would be to humanise the scale of
construction. At present, across the
world, vernacular settlements of
thousands of square metres are lying
neglected. Meanwhile new develop-
ments are aggressively conquering
more and more land for city expan-
sion. Renewal and adaptation of the
neglected housing stock in old cities
could yield considerable amount of
built form of high thermal comfort. It
would mean near zero additional car-
bon footprint.  It would be a tough
call for a capital-hungry building in-
dustry to restrain itself to reinven-
tion. But the climate crisis is now
largely non-negotiable. Urban Design
as a discipline thrives on three-di-
mensional studies and simulation of
climate variables on city form.
Rediscovering old cities is a possible
direction for a climate friendly future. 

((KKTT  RRaavviinnddrraann  iiss  aa  vviissiittiinngg  
pprrooffeessssoorr  aatt  NNIITTTTEE  UUnniivveerrssiittyy,,

MMaannggaalluurruu,,  KKaarrnnaattaakkaa..))

India’s oldest cities offer modern lessons

MMoonnaa@@MMoonnaaPPaatteellTT
Climate change represents the
most complex challenge of our
time it requires a
concerted,proactive & holistic
response. Gender inequality may
dramatically limit the resilience &
adaptive capacity of women, fam-
ilies & communities.

KT RAVINDRAN
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Ties-up

New Delhi: Hero
Electric on Monday
said it has joined
hands with L&T
Finance to offer con-
sumers easy financing
solutions for its entire
product portfolio
across its 750-plus
dealership network.
Hero Electric CEO
Sohinder Gill said af-
fordability is one of
the factors.

Dispatches
New Delhi: BHEL
has dispatched its
42nd nuclear steam
generator to NPCIL
for installation at a 700
MWe unit in
Rajasthan Atomic
Power Project. The
steam generator was
flagged off from
BHEL’s Trichy plant
in the presence of sen-
ior officials of BHEL
and NPCIL.

Plans

New Delhi:
Mirchi.com, a unique
marketplace for tradi-
tional sweets and
snacks, on Monday
said it is looking to
raise about Rs 50 crore
from strategic in-
vestors to fund its ex-
pansion. Founder
Poornima Mital said
it use the funding to
invest in many mar-
keting activities.

Develop
New Delhi: Illumina
Singapore and
Trivitron Healthcare
have joined hands to
develop and expand
the use of next-gener-
ation sequencing
(NGS)-based in-vitro
diagnostic tests (IVD)
in India. Over the next
three years, Illumina
Singapore (a sub-
sidiary of Illumina
Inc) and Trivitron in-
tend to develop and
distribute a suite of
standardized, com-
mercial IVD assays to
deliver an effective
and non-invasive way
of diagnosing can-
cers, determining
pathogens.

Raises

New Delhi: Solar
photovoltaic (PV) cell
manufacturer Jupiter
International on
Monday said it has
raised Rs 170 crore
from Edelweiss
Alternative Asset
Advisors Ltd. Jupiter
International MD
Alok Garodia said we
will commission
Mono PERC cell man-
ufacturing facility.

New Delhi, Mar 14 (PTI):

The wholesale price-
based inflation in
February rose to 13.11 per
cent on hardening of
prices of crude oil and
non-food items, even
though food articles soft-
ened.

After two months of
mild easing, WPI inflation
accelerated in February
and remained in double
digits for the 11th consecu-
tive month, beginning
April 2021.

WPI inflation last
month was 12.96 per cent,
while in February last
year, it was 4.83 per cent.

The rise in crude oil and
natural gas prices after the
Russian invasion of
Ukraine, beginning
February 24, has put pres-
sure on the wholesale
price index, even though
food articles saw softening
across categories of veg-
etables to pulses to pro-
tein-rich items.

Inflation in crude petro-
leum spiked to 55.17 per
cent during February,
against 39.41 per cent in
the previous month on ris-
ing prices of crude oil

globally. Inflation in food
articles, however, eased to
8.19 per cent in February
from 10.33 per cent. The
rate of price rise in vegeta-
bles was lower at 26.93 per
cent in February, against
38.45 per cent in the previ-
ous month. In egg, meat

and fish, inflation was 8.14
per cent, while in onion, it
was (-) 26.37 per cent.
Inflation in potatoes saw a
sudden spike at 14.78 per
cent in February, against (-
)14.45 per cent in January.

“The high rate of infla-
tion in February 2022, is

primarily due to rise in
prices of mineral oils,
basic metals, chemicals
and chemical products,
crude petroleum & natural
gas, food articles and non-
food articles etc as com-
pared to the correspon-
ding month of the previ-
ous year,” the Commerce
and Industry Ministry
said in a statement.

Inflation in manufac-
tured items was 9.84 per
cent in February against
9.42 per cent in January.

In the fuel and power
basket, the rate of price
rise was 31.50 per cent dur-
ing the month. Icra Chief
Economist Aditi Nayar
said the global surge in
commodity prices, includ-
ing crude and edible oils,
poses the main risk to the
WPI inflation trajectory.

“We now expect the WPI
inflation to print at a high
13-14 per cent in March
2022. The timeline with
which the WPI inflation
will recede into single dig-
its will be driven by the du-
ration of the Russia-
Ukraine conflict and its
impact on supplies and
commodity prices,” Nayar
said.

Feb WPI inflation spikes 
to 13.11% on costlier crude

Mumbai, Mar 14 (PTI):

Equity benchmark
Sensex rallied 936 points
on Monday, helped by
heavy buying in banking
and IT counters along
with decline in oil prices
amid hopes of headway in
renewed diplomatic talks
between Russia and
Ukraine.

A fresh round of talks is
expected on Monday be-
tween Ukrainian and
Russian officials.

Rising for the fifth
straight session, the BSE
Sensex jumped 935.72
points or 1.68 per cent to
settle at 56,486.02. During
the day, it rallied 995.53
points or 1.79 per cent to
56,545.83.

Similarly, the broader
NSE Nifty climbed 240.85
points or 1.45 per cent to
settle at 16,871.30.

In the 30-share Sensex
pack, Infosys, State Bank
of India, HDFC Bank,
Axis Bank, ICICI Bank,
Maruti Suzuki India,
HDFC and Wipro were
among the major gainers,
jumping up to 3.76 per
cent.

In contrast, Hindustan
Unilever Limited, Sun
P h a r m a c e u t i c a l
Industries, Dr Reddy’s
Laboratories and Tata
Steel were the laggards.

Bourses in Hong Kong
and Shanghai settled
sharply lower, while
Tokyo was marginally
higher.

Stock exchanges in the
US settled lower on Friday.
Germany’s DAX advanced
2.8% to 14,003.93, while the
CAC 40 in Paris picked up
1.7% to 6,367.58. Britain’s
FTSE 100 gained 0.3% to
7,178.48.

Markets extend winning
momentum to 5th day

Rupee slips 11 paise
at 76.55 against
USD, bullion falls

Mumbai: The rupee declined by
11 paise to close at 76.55 (pro-
visional) against the US dollar
on Monday amid moderating
crude oil prices and foreign
fund outflows. High inflation
also affected market senti-
ment, forex dealers said.
However, a rally in the equity
markets restricted the rupee’s
fall, they added. 
At the interbank foreign
exchange market, the rupee
opened at 76.63 against the
American dollar. It regained
some lost ground during the
session but remained in the
negative territory as investors
turned towards safe-haven
assets. During the day, it
swung between a high of 76.52
and a low of 76.69.

The local unit finally settled
at 76.55 against the dollar,
down 11 paise from the previ-
ous close. Uncertainty over the
war in Ukraine and persistently
high inflation kept investors
away from riskier assets,
traders said.

Meanwhile, the dollar index,
which gauges the greenback’s
strength against a basket of six
currencies, was trading 0.39
per cent lower at 98.79. Bullion
prices showed downward
trend. Gold prices on Monday
fell by Rs 256 to Rs 52,622 per
10 grams in futures trade as
participants cut down their
bets amid a weak global trend.

Mumbai, Mar 14: 

The Insurance
Regulatory and
Development Authority of
India (IRDAI), along with
the Ministry of Road
Transport And Highways,
has released a draft notifi-
cation for revising the
third-party premium rates
for motor insurance poli-
cies for the financial year
2022-2023. This proposed
revision was stalled for the
last two years due to the
Covid pandemic.

Nitin Kumar, Head-
Motor New Business,
Policybazaar.com said,
“This was an expected
move as third-party rates
had not been changed for

the past two terms. The in-
crease is across the spec-
trum from cars and two-
wheelers to commercial
vehicles. While third-party
premium rates are revised
on an annual basis by
IRDAI, these were put on
hold in 2020, and then
again in 2021, to give relief
to policyholders during
the pandemic.”

As per the revised rates,
private cars with 1,000
cubic capacity (cc) will at-
tract rates of Rs 2,094.
Similarly, private cars
with 1,000 cc to 1,500 cc will
attract rates of Rs 3,416
while those above 1,500 cc
private cars will see a pre-
mium of Rs 7,897. Two-
wheelers over 150 cc but

not exceeding 350 cc will
attract a premium of Rs
1,366 and for two-wheelers
over 350 cc the revised pre-
mium is Rs 2,804. For pub-
lic goods carrying com-
mercial vehicles, the pre-
mium will range from Rs
16,049 to Rs 44,242 depend-
ing on the gross vehicle
weight. For the private
ones, the premium will
range from Rs 8,510 to Rs
25,038. However, with the
rise in the number of
third-party claims after
the initial drop during
Covid, reinsurer GIC had
written to IRDAI, propos-
ing the mandatory in-
crease in third-party rates,
which has now been ac-
cepted.

Third Party Motor 
insurance premium to  go upNew Delhi, Mar 14: The

big 4 broadcasters are like-
ly to pull out their general
entertainment channels
(GECs) from the Prasar
Bharati- owned free direct
to home (DTH) platform
from 1st April 2022. The
channels that will be
pulled out from DD Free
Dish are Star Utsav, Zee
Anmol, ColorsRishtey, and
Sony Pal. From now on
these channels will only be
available on cable and
DTH platforms like Tata
Play and Airtel.

Industry sources say
that the broadcasters are
worried about the flight of
customers from pay distri-
bution platforms to DD
Free Dish once the New
Tariff Order (NTO) 2.0 is
implemented. As things

stand today, the broadcast-
ers have pulled out their
popular channels from
bouquets in order to in-
crease the average rev-
enue per user (ARPU).

Sources also claim that
the big broadcasters have
taken a well-informed de-
cision which will serve
them well in the long-
term. The choice is clear
as the broadcasters want
to protect their subscrip-
tion revenue. “The cable
and DTH platforms have
been complaining to the
broadcasters about the im-
pact of re-run GECs on
their subscriber base. The
Pay TV platforms wanted
parity as the broadcasters
don’t collect any subscrip-
tion fee from DD Free Dish
customers.

Broadcasters to pull GECs from
Prasar Bharati owned DTH platform

Ministry of Labour unveils 
for Railway Good Shed Workers

survey form of BRMGSU
NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  MMaarr  1144::

Bharatiya Railways Mall
Godam Shramik Union
(BRMGSU) hosted a function
to giving honor of the
Ministry of Labor,
Government of India at the
Constitution Club of India in
New Delhi on Saturday
March 12, 2022. The ceremo-
ny started at 12 noon. The
event was organized by
BRMGSU President, Parimal
Kanti Mandal and General
Secretary, Vidyadhar
Mallick, where Labour and
Employment Minister,
Bhupendra Yadav was the
chief guest and Chief Labour
Commissioner (Centre) (CLC
(C)), Ajay Kumar Samantray
was present as the special

guest, as well as additional-
Chief Labour Commissioner
(Central), Deputy Chief
Labour Commissioner
(Central), Assistant Labour
Commissioner (Central),
Labour Enforcement Officer,
Deputy Chief Labour
Commissioner (Central) from
New Delhi, Regional Labour
Commissioner (Central) from
Uttar Pradesh and Railways
Deputy Director-Traffic,
Railway Board, Joint Director
(Health) from the Ministry,
Railway Board, Under
Secretary-Railway Board,
and Section Officer of the
Ministry and Additional-
Private Secretary from the
Minister of State in the Prime
Minister’s Office had a digni-
fied presence.

New Delhi, Mar 14 (PTI):

Many states have re-
quested extension of the
compensation mecha-
nism under the GST be-
yond June 2022, Finance
Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman said on
Monday.

Under the Goods and
Services Tax (GST) law,
states were guaranteed
to be compensated bi-
monthly for any loss of
revenue in the first five
years of GST implemen-
tation from July 1, 2017.

The shortfall is calcu-
lated assuming a 14 per
cent annual growth in
GST collections by states
over the base year of
2015-16. The 5-year peri-
od ends in June 2022.

The compensation
amount to be paid from
the compensation fund

is arrived at by levying
cess on top of the high-
est tax slab on luxury, de-
merit and sin goods.

In a written reply in
the Lok Sabha,
Sitharaman said the cen-
tral government is com-
mitted to giving GST
compensation to
states/UTs for 5 years as
per the Constitutional
provision. To a query

whether the government
has received proposals
from state governments
requesting extension of
compensation mecha-
nism for another five
years in view of difficul-
ties caused by the pan-
demic, she said “Yes Sir.
Many states have re-
quested for extension of
the compensation period
during the deliberations

in GST Council and in
letters addressed to the
central government”.

GST compensation for
financial years 2017-18,
2018-19 and 2019-20 has
already been paid to
states. Since collections
in the compensation
fund are falling short of
requirement, for 2020-21
and 2021-22, the Centre
has borrowed funds
worth Rs 1.10 lakh crore
and Rs 1.59 lakh crore,
respectively and passed
it on to states as back-to-
back loans.

The compensation
cess, levied on luxury
and demerit goods, will
continue to be collected
till March 2026 to repay
the borrowings that
were done in 2020-21 and
2021-22 to compensate
states for GST revenue
loss.

Many states request GST compensation extension beyond 5 years

Nirmala Sitharaman

Experience not relevant 
criteria for bidder selection
New Delhi: Defending its
decision to sell Central
Electronics Ltd to Nandal
Finance & Leasing, the
government on Monday
said technological and
managerial experience are
not among the relevant
criteria for the selection of
a bidder in strategic disin-
vestment.

New Delhi, Mar 14 (PTI):
French carmaker

Renault on Monday said it
has launched new version
of its entry-level model
Kwid with price starting
at Rs 4.49 lakh (ex-show-
room).

Available in both 0.8-
litre and 1-litre petrol pow-
ertrains with manual and
automatic transmission
options, the updated Kwid
features new interior and
exterior colour harmony
with white accents in the
Climber range.

The KWID MY22
Climber range will also
offer customers an array
of new colour options
along with new dual tone
flex wheels.

The value proposition of
model is further enhanced
with the introduction of

new RXL(O) variant on
both 0.8-litre and 1-litre
manual transmission pow-
ertrains, the carmaker

said in a statement.
The model is compliant

with all the current safety
requirements for the

Indian market and even
goes beyond to protect
both passengers and
pedestrians, it added.

Renault launches new Kwid starting at Rs 4.49 lakh

New Delhi, Mar 14 (PTI):

The government plans
to invite expression of in-
terest to sell its stake in
LIC-controlled IDBI Bank
by the next month-end, a
senior official has said.

As part of the divest-
ment, the government
plans to sell its entire 45.48
per cent stake eventually.

The government may
look to sell around a 26 per
cent stake in the bank,
along with management
control to attract in-
vestors, the official said.

IDBI Bank became a
subsidiary of LIC with ef-
fect from January 21, 2019,
following the acquisition
of an additional
8,27,590,885 equity shares.
On December 19, 2020,

IDBI Bank was reclassi-
fied as an associate compa-
ny due to the reduction of
LIC shareholding to 49.24
per cent following the is-
suance of additional equi-
ty shares by the bank
under a Qualified
Institutional Placement
(QIP).

“We have been working
on the proposal for a while
now and most of the de-
tails have been finalised.
We expect to invite the ex-

pression of interest from
investors by end of next
month or May,” the official
said.

The Cabinet Committee
on Economic Affairs had
given in-principle ap-
proval for strategic disin-
vestment and transfer of
management control in
IDBI Bank in May last
year.

Necessary amendments
to the IDBI Bank Act have
already been made
through the Finance Act
2021, and transaction advi-
sors have been appointed.

IPO-bound Life
Insurance Corporation
(LIC) plans to retain some
stake in IDBI Bank so that
the insurer continues to
reap the benefits of the
bancassurance channel.

Govt plans to float EoI for 
its stake sale in IDBI Bank 

New Delhi, Mar 14 (PTI):

India’s edible oil im-
ports rose 23 per cent to
9,83,608 tonnes in
February mainly due to a
sharp rise in shipments of
refined palm oil, industry
body SEA said on Monday.
Edible oil imports stood at
7,96,568 tonnes in the same
month last year. Total im-
port of vegetable oils (edi-
ble and non-edible) in-
creased to 10,19,997 tonnes
as compared to 8,38,607
tonnes in February 2021,
Solvent Extractors’
Association of India said
in a statement. Out of the
total vegetable oils im-
ports, the edible oils im-
port rose to 9,83,608 tonnes

from 7,96,568 tonnes in
February 2021. Imports of
refined palm oil increased
to 3,02,928 tonnes from
6,000 tonnes. Non-edible
oil imports last month fell
to 36,389 tonnes from
42,039 tonnes in the year-
ago period. The overall im-

port of vegetable oils dur-
ing the first four months of
2021-22 oil year, which
runs from November-
October, went up 7 per cent
to 46,91,158 tonnes as com-
pared to 43,94,760 tonnes
during the same period of
the previous year.

Edible oil import 
up 23% to 9.84 LT in Feb 



ACROSS
1. Huckleberry Finn’s craft
5. School gps.
9. Revolutionary ____ Allen
14. Farm measure
15. Roof overhang
16. Gleamed
17. Honed
19. A la ____
20. Gasoline, in England
21. Kept

23. Madrid cheer
24. Stumble
25. Point winners
29. Tantalizes
34. Crow’s call
35. Implement
38. Humid
39. Coffeepots
41. High-strung
42. Previously
43. Hive dwellers
44. October gem

45. Yet, poetically
46. Apprehend
48. Made a menu selection
52. Lima’s country
55. Austria’s cont.
56. Scientist’s sample
60. Crossword direction
64. Poe’s middle name
65. Flexible
67. ____ dot
68. Speechless
69. Midday
70. Strong metal
71. Char
72. Unpaid bill

DOWN
1. File
2. Pang
3. Campus gp.
4. Fright
5. Paring tool
6. Summer shade
7. Ward off
8. Hebrew feast
9. Flee
10. Asian language
11. Rhino feature
12. Chip in
13. Deficiency
18. ____ vault
22. Owner’s proof
25. Diving gear
26. Concerned one
27. Proprietor
28. Stair part

30. Excitement
31. More rational
32. Host
33. Pay out
36. “Snakes ____ Plane” (2 wds.)
37. Norway’s capital
40. NNW’s opposite
41. ____ pole
47. Of the backbone
49. The Grim ____
50. Channel
51. Trip to the store, e.g.
53. Paper quantities
54. Excessive
56. Tree fluids
57. Conspiracy
58. She, in Marseille
59. Birthday treat
61. Double-reed instrument
62. Messy fellow
63. Dispatched
66. ____ loss for words (2 wds.)
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Your mood will swing by the hour
today! Naturally, you leave your
friends stumped. But unpredictability
does not mean that you take unneces-
sary risk. Ganesha suggests you com-
plete all pending projects, and bear in
mind that it is only fools who rush in
where angels fear to tread.

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18
You probably jumped out of bed this
morning itching to talk to someone. And
why not, since all your latent power of
expression will spring out like a jack-in-
the-box today. The pearls of wisdom you
shower on people who are down-in-the-
dumps today will make them feel good
about their bluesy, taciturn selves, says
Ganesha.

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20
You’ve finally realised that diet and exer-
cise are a must, and you especially need
to take good care. Today, you may wish
to eat something different. Tried
Mongolian cuisine? Ganesha suggests
that you go out with some friends who
you’ve not been paying attention to.

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20
You will spend your day in the company of
near and dear ones, says Ganesha. Family
and friends might gather at your place and
you will leave no stone unturned in welcom-
ing them to your nest. In all probability,
home makers will be able to shine in cook-
ing as well as hosting, foresees Ganesha.
Emotions will run wild and free with your
sweetheart, predicts Ganesha.

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

Emotional and material security will hold
equal importance today. You want to be
in love, but you know that love can’t buy
you dough. In academics, you will be able
to solve whatever problems you set your
mind on. Your spare time will be spent on
devising methods of making the best use
of your knowledge. Today, you will make
crucial choices concerning higher stud-
ies, predicts Ganesha.

Gemini: May 22 – June 21
You are feeling lucky today. The problem
is that your feelings have nothing to do
with the ground reality. So, while you
may get busy trying your luck at risky
speculative markets, Ganesha may get
increasingly worried about the losses
you may incur because of your foolish-
ness. 

Cancer: June 22 – July 22
Body and soul might seem out of balance
today. A part of you may long to break from
society and live a more spiritual life, but
worldly responsibilities and an attachment to
your current lifestyle could get in your way.
These things don’t happen overnight, Leo.
You have to let them develop in their own
way, in their own time. Right now, find bal-
ance between the spiritual and the material.

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23
There is a strong indication that you will
dabble in writing or performing arts,
and emerge with excellent results. Since
these are your passions, you may culti-
vate hobbies in these fields, if they are
not already your profession. Enjoy the
power you have over people today as
you grip them with sweet words, swing-
ing to your whims, says Ganesha.

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

No matter what you do, some days are
just not happening. Considering the
random mood swings that affect you
today, it’s in the best interest of others
that you put up a â€˜Beware of me’
sign. By being forewarned about it, you
should be capable of handling your
erratic behaviour.

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23
The day today is riddled with minor,
nagging ailments. Adopt a two-pronged
strategy, advises Ganesha. One â€“
change your lifestyle, and two â€“ visit
your doctor for regular examinations.
Ominous at his best, Ganesha counsels
to take care of your health.

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22
Today, you will most certainly put your
heart and soul into your work. But it is
rather unlikely that you will get the
returns in proportion to the efforts you
put in. Yet, at the end of the day, you will
be more than satisfied that you have got
the chance to display your innate tal-
ents, says Ganesha.

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21
New projects and partnership will keep
you busy today, says Ganesha. If a meet-
ing is scheduled, you may be praised
vociferously for your ability to make the
right decision at the right time. You may
also bag rewards for the commendable
efforts you’d put in the past.

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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SS unny Leone who is quite occupied with her upcoming proj-
ects and enjoying the success of her latest web series

'Anamika', says as her work pressure is increasing, finding a bal-
ance between professional commitment and parenthood is
becoming tougher for her. While she believes that playing the
title role in 'Anamika' has given her a chance to showcase her
skill as an actress and she is planning for more such action-
packed projects in the coming time, she mentioned how her
three children have become so emotionally attached to her dur-
ing the lockdown period that leaving them home for work gives
her separation anxiety at times.  "It is so hard for me to balance
work life and motherhood especially because I am one of those
moms who is involved in every daily activity of my children.
Since the pandemic when they were growing up in last 2 years
they have all their time with us, now every time when I and my
husband go out for work, they would just feel so upset...sit on
our lap and cuddle up saying, 'just play with us, don't go away'.
When we heard those words coming from those cute voices, it
breaks our heart really." Sunny has three children - a daughter
Nisha adopted in 2017, twin boys - Asher and Noah via surroga-
cy in 2018. Currently, she is working on south Indian films -
'Rangeela', 'Shero', 'Oh My Ghost'. She is also working on Hindi
film 'Koka Kola', 'Helen' and making a special appearance in the
film 'The Battle of Bhima Koregaon'. Asked if she has any plan
of going for acting class to have some formal training in acting
and Sunny said, "With so much happening in my life, three chil-
dren, two dogs, several projects - I really do not have time for
that. Yes, it is true that formal training in any art form helps to
develop your skill but I also believe that in acting, preparation
and training depends on project by project. So I am quite com-
fortable to submit myself to the vision of my director."
''AAnnaammiikkaa'',,  aa  VViikkrraamm  BBhhaatttt  ddiirreeccttoorriiaall,,  aallssoo  ffeeaattuurriinngg  --  RRaahhuull
DDeevv,,  SSaammiirr  SSoonnii,,  SSoonnnnaallllii  SSeeyyggaallll,,  SShheehhzzaadd  SShhaaiikkhh,,  AAyyaazz  KKhhaann  --
ssttrreeaammss  oonn  MMXX  PPllaayyeerr..

Sunny Leone finds it hard to 
balance work life and motherhood

I ndian mythology
states that

Garud’swings were
mighty enough to flip
the turn of the uni-
verse. Born to slavery
and oblivious of his
monarchical lineage,
Garud showed extreme
dedication and unwa-
vering courage that’s
etched in Indian
mythology. And it’s
time for the world to

witness it!Sony SAB
brings to you a larger-
than-life spectacle in
Dharm Yoddha Garud,
the untold chronicle of
a doting and devoted
son. Featuring Indian
Television’s much
loved face Faisal Khan
in the lead, Dharm
Yoddha Garud reflects
on selflessness, hon-
esty, obedience, and
bravery which lies at

the core of Garud, the
devotee and charioteer
of Lord Vishnu.
DharmYoddha Garud
premiered on Sony
SAB on 14th March at
7:00 PM. Dharm
Yoddha Garud begins
on the premise
ofGarud’s birth, who
despite being born as a
bird-human with in-
credible strength and
powers to the great

sage Rishi Kashyap
and Vinta is compelled
to obey the orders of
his cunning aunt
Kadru and his step-
brothers including
Kaaliya and the 1000
snakes. The story
showcases a uniquea-
spect of a mother-son
relationship and how it
blossoms each passing
day as they navigate
the challenges thrown
at them.Being born in-
toenslavement, Garud
seeks to uncover the
reason for his mother’s
plight. Defying all
odds, he shows exem-
plary courage to fight
and try to free his
mother from the shack-
les of slavery, but each
time she stops him.
What is the mysterious
secret that Vinta wants
to shield Garud from?
Garud’s complete devo-
tion to his mother
Vinta and abiding by
his duty in           this
universe is what
makes him Dharm
YoddhaGarud!

Tune in to Dharm
Yoddha Garud,
Monday to Saturday
at 7:00 PM only on
Sony SAB.

Sony SAB launches ‘DharmYoddha Garud’ 

S ony Entertainment
Television’s Mere

Sai: Shraddha Aur Saburi
is a show that imparts
valuable life lessons. Each
episode beautifully brings
forward the morals of life

that one must uphold in
order to add meaning and
spirit to each action. One
such value that has re-
mained consistent
throughout has been to
follow one dreams, and

not be derailed by any set-
backs. The second Sai
Vachan ‘Jaisa roop hua jis
jan ka, waisa roop hua
mere man ka’ brings out
the story of Urvashi
(Vaishnavi Prajapati) who
is a young girl and a pas-
sionate dancer but due to
unfortunate reasons, her
choice of profession is
looked down upon by her
uncle.

In the show, Urvashi is
a person who believes in
following one’s dreams
with complete intention
and passion. Following
the same rule in life,
Vaishnavi Prajapati says,
“Dance has always been
my passion and being a
part of dance reality
shows in the past, in-
spired me to turn my
dreams into reality. Of
course there were mo-
ments where I felt like giv-
ing up but I always be-
lieved that there is always
light at the end of the tun-
nel.”

She further adds,
“Similarly, in the ongoing
track, my character
Urvashi who is a passion-
ate dancer is someone
who never gives up and
Sai Baba further helps
her pursue her dreams.”

Watch Sai Ke Anmol
Vachno Ki Katha in
Mere Sai – Shraddha
aur Saburi, Monday to
Friday at 7 P.M. only on
Sony Entertainment
Television.

Vaishnavi talks about
the second ‘Sai Vachan’ 

A
ctor

R a v i
T e j a ,

who is
known as

' M a s s
Maharaja' in

Tollywood, will
be seen along-

side megastar
Chiranjeevi soon.
Chiranjeevi, who

is currently busy
with a handful of of-

fers, will be seen in his
untitled, upcoming

movie 'Chiru154'. Bobby is
to wield the megaphone for

the movie, which will appar-
ently have Ravi Teja essaying

an important role.
If everything goes well, actor

Ravi Teja will appear as
Chiranjeevi's brother in the movie.

To recall, Ravi Teja and Chiranjeevi
were seen together in the movie titled

'Annayya', which had Soundarya,
Venkat, Kota Srinivasa Rao, and Uttej in

the lead roles.
Tentatively titled 'Chiru154' it has

'Gabbar Singh' actress Shruthi Haasan on
board, as the female lead opposite

Chiranjeevi. Billed to be an action entertainer,
the movie is bankrolled by Mythri Movie

Makers on a grand scale. Devi Sri Prasad, who
currently got much hype for his 'Pushpa' album, is

roped in to score the music.

Ravi Teja joins hands with
Chiranjeevi for 'Chiru154'

AA ctress Ritika Singh,
who was a real-life

boxer before turning an
actress with Sudha
Kongara's 'Irudhi Suttru'
('Saala Khadoos' in
Hindi), says that "Shadow
boxing is her most
favourite thing in the
world". Taking to
Instagram on Sunday, the
actress, who shot to lime-
light for her role as a
boxer in 'Irudhi Suttru',
which also featured
Madhavan in the lead,
posted a video of her
training. She then wrote,
"Shadow boxing is my
most favourite thing in
the world! I don't even
look at it as a workout,
but it is an incredible one
at that. "No matter how
many times you practice a
combination or a kick or
even a basic punch, it's
never enough! You only
keep getting better and
start finding new ways to
improve your skill set.
"Like the greatest Bruce
Lee said, 'I fear not the
man who has practiced
10,000 kicks once, but I
fear the man who has
practiced 1 kick 10,000
times'."

Shadow boxing 
is my most
favourite thing
in the world:
Ritika Singh 
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Bengaluru, Mar 14 (PTI):

India extinguished
whatever little spark Sri
Lanka showed and
wrapped up the second
Test inside three days for a
comprehensive 238-run
win, completing a 2-0
whitewash of the
Islanders, here on Monday.

While two wins against
Sri Lanka fetched India 24
points but Rohit Sharma’s
men remain in fifth posi-
tion in World
Championship table due
to ‘low percentage points’
(54.16) despite 77 points in
their kitty. A herculean
task at hand, Sri Lanka
took the field on the third
day with a lot of determi-
nation but it was always
going to be tough to negoti-
ate the Indian attack on a
track that has been offer-
ing turn and uneven
bounce from day one.

Resuming at 28 for one
in pursuit of an improba-
ble 447-run target, the Sri
Lankan batters, led by
skipper Dimuth
Karunaratne (107), resis-
ted the Indian attack for
some time before folding
for 208 in the post-tea ses-

sion. Left-handed
Karunaratne, one of the
most consistent perform-
ers for Sri Lanka in recent
times, raised his 14th Test
century with a boundary
off Jasprit Bumrah. He
took some time to settle
but worked the ball

around swiftly, consistent-
ly placing them in the
gaps. Bumrah (3/23) even-
tually sent him back with
slightly seaming ball that
beat his bat to shatter the
stumps. The lethal Indian
fast bowler, who consis-
tently made life tough for

the Lankans, returned
with match figures of 8 for
47, having taken a fifer at
home for the first time in
the first innings.

Ravichandran Ashwin
(4/55), Axar Patel (2/37)
and Ravindra Jadeja (1/48)
did their bit in wrapping
up the Lankan innings.

India now have won all
three pink-ball Tests at
home, having beaten beat-
ing Bangladesh (in
Kolkata, 2019) and
England (in Ahmedabad,
2021) before.

Visitors’ early positive
intent, something which
has not been witnessed
much in this series, result-
ed in a rare productive bat-
ting session for the
Lankans who collected 123
runs for loss of three wick-
ets. Adopting a positive yet
cautious approach, both
Kusal Mendis (54 off 60
balls) and Karunaratne
used their feet with confi-
dence to counter the
Indian spinners.

Mendis was impressive
on both front and back foot
as he pulled and cut the
short-pitched stuff and
used his feet to cut down
the spin.

Hamilton, Mar 14 (PTI):

Opener Sidra Ameen’s
104 went in vain as
Pakistan committed
harakiri to hand debu-
tants Bangladesh a nine-
run win, their first-ever
victory in the ICC
Women’s ODI World Cup
here on Monday.

Chasing 235 to win,
Ameen gave Pakistan a
flying start, forging a 91-
run partnership with
Nahida Khan (43) for the
first wicket and then
added another 64 runs
with Bismah Maroof (31).

With Ameen going
strong, Pakistan were
well on course for a suc-
cessful chase, reaching
183 for two but Fahima
Khatun (3/38) turned the
match on its head with
three quick wickets as
Pakistan inexplicably lost
five of their batters for
just five runs to slip to 188
for seven and were even-
tually restricted to 225 for
nine.

Khatun picked up the
wickets of Omaima
Sohail (10), Aliya Riaz (0)
and Fatima Sana (0),
while Rumana Ahmed re-

moved Nida Dar (0) before
centurion Ameen fell for
a run-out to end
Pakistan’s hope.
Featuring in their first

women’s World Cup,
Bangladesh had lost their
first two games against
South Africa and New
Zealand, while Pakistan

slumped to their fourth
defeat in as many match-
es and 18th successive
loss in the event. Earlier,
invited to bat, Bangladesh
scored 234 for seven, rid-
ing on Fargana Hoque’s
71 and some useful contri-
butions from Sharmin
Akhter (44) and skipper
Nigar Sultana (46). Hoque
shared 96 runs for the
third wicket with Sultana
to lay the foundation as
Bangladesh posted their
highest total in ODIs.
Openers Shamima
Sultana and Sharmin
Akhter gave Bangladesh
a good start against the
pacers but things
changed the moment
spinners were introduced
with Nida Dar dismissing
the former.

Left-arm spinner
Nashra Sandhu and leg-
spinner Ghulam Fatima
then put further brakes
even as Omaima Sohail
picked up the other open-
er to leave Bangladesh at
79 for two in 20th over.

Sultana and Hoque
then joined hands but the
duo found it difficult to ro-
tate strikes with the spin-
ners bowling in tandem.

Mumbai, Mar 14 (PTI):

Star England pacer
Jofra Archer, who was
bought by Mumbai
Indians for a whopping Rs
8 crore despite his unavail-
ability for this year’s IPL,
said the team’s “close-knit,
family-oriented” structure
makes him feel “safe” as a
new entrant.

The 26-year-old, who has
undergone two surgeries
to treat his troubled right
elbow, will sit out of the
IPL this year as he contin-
ues his recovery from in-
jury. But he’s already excit-
ed by the prospect of join-
ing the franchise in future.

“MI looks very close-
knit and family-oriented

and such teams always do
well. That’s why it is no
surprise that we have won
five titles,” Archer told the
team’s official social
media handles.

“Polly’s (Kieron Pollard)
been there 10 years,
(Lasith) Malinga was
there a long time, the same

with Rohit (Sharma) too.
These things make you
feel safe when you come
into the team as a new
player,” Jofra said.

The perception of fast
bowlers has always been
that they are an angry
bunch, who need to stoke
that fire to generate fear-
some pace.

However, the
Englishman, who has
played 42 games across for-
mats besides winning his
team a World Cup, said it’s
about staying calm.

“I think you need to be
calm as a fast bowler be-
cause you have to know
when to step it up and
when to tone it down,” he
said.

Dubai, Mar 14 (PTI):

Fast-rising India batter
Shreyas Iyer was on
Monday voted the ICC
‘Men’s Player of the
Month’ for February, while
New Zealand all-rounder
Amelia Kerr bagged the
honour among women.

Iyer earned the award
on the back of his brilliant
white-ball exploits during
the home series against
the West Indies and Sri
Lanka respectively last
month. He pipped UAE’s
Vriitya Aravind and
Nepal’s Dipendra Singh
Airee to claim the honour.

The right-hander struck
a well-crafted, match-win-
ning 80 in the third ODI
against the West Indies in
Ahmedabad and followed
it up with a brisk 16-ball 25
in the closing game of the

subsequent three-match
T20I series. He was even
better in the T20I series
against Sri Lanka, aggre-
gating 204 runs without
being dismissed across
three innings at a highly
impressive strike-rate of
174.36.

He registered scores of
57*(28), 74*(44) and 73*(45)
across three games, while
striking 20 fours and seven

sixes collectively in a
Player of the Series per-
formance. “Throughout
the month Shreyas
showed tremendous con-
sistency and control,” re-
marked former Sri Lanka
cricketer and voting panel
member Russell Arnold.

“He totally dominated
opposition bowlers and
proved very hard to bowl
at, scoring runs all-round
the wicket and attacking
the bowlers at the right
moments. What really
stood out for me was his
composure as he battles
for a regular place in the
India lineup.”

The 27-year-old has car-
ried his form in the ongo-
ing month too, having pro-
duced an outstanding 92 in
the first innings of the on-
going second Test against
Sri Lanka in Bangalore.

BBhhuubbaanneesswwaarr,,  MMaarr  1144  ((PPTTII))::
Indian women’s hockey team
chief coach Janneke Schopman
on Monday said the side should
close down games in regulation
time instead of allowing them
to stretch till shoot-outs but she
was quite pleased with the reg-
ular scoring chances created by
her wards in the ongoing FIH
Pro League ties.

Both the matches in India’s
recent Pro League tie against
Germany went to shoot-out
with the home team losing the
first before bouncing back to
win the second leg here on
Sunday. India fought back with
a remarkable 3-0 shootout win
over Germany in the second leg
after both the games ended in a
1-1 draw in regulation time here
on Sunday, a huge improvement

in their performance from the
first leg match which the hosts
lost 1-2 in the shoot-out. “In
Saturday’s game, we didn’t
start well, but in the next game,
we started well. I think we cre-
ated enough opportunities. The
only thing to say is that we
should win in regulation time
and not in shootouts,”
Schopman said after India’s win
in the second match. Fairly
well-placed at second position
in the standings, Schopman
wants her players to improve
with every game going forward
in the FIH Pro league. The
Indians are now placed second
in the nine-team league with 12
points from six games. “Our
focus is to improve and do bet-
ter in every game, which I think
we are doing,” she said.

New Delhi, Mar 14 (PTI):

Manshi Joshi and
Nithya Sre claimed a gold
each, while Tokyo
Paralympics champion
Pramod Bhagat secured
two silver and a bronze as
India bagged as many as 21
medals at the Spanish Para
Badminton International
in Cartagena, Spain. World
no 1 Joshi (SL3) and Sre
(SH6) were among the six
gold medallists, while
India also secured seven
silvers and eight bronze
medals in the level I tour-
nament, which concluded
on Sunday. Raja /Krishna
(men’s doubles SH6),
Raj/Parul (mixed doubles
SL3-SU5), Chirag/Raj

(men’s doubles SU5) and
Nitesh/Tarun (men’s dou-
bles SL3-SL4) also bagged
the yellow metal. World no
1 Bhagat (SL3) secured two

silver and a bronze, while
world no 2 Sukant Kadam
(SL 4) ended up with a
bronze medal at the event.
Tarun Dhillon (men’s sin-

gles SL4), Krishna Nagar
(men’s singles SH6),
Mandeep Kaur (women’s
singles SL3), Manasi
/Ruthick (mixed doubles
SL3-SU5), Hardik/Ruthik
(men’s doubles SU5) and
Manoj /Bhagat (men’s dou-
bles SL3-SL4) also won sil-
ver medals. The bronze
medal winners were
Nitesh Kumar (men’s sin-
gles SL3), Manoj (men’s
singles SL3), Nilesh
Gaikwad (men’s singles
SL4), Parul Parmar
(women’s singles SL3),
Bhagat/Kohli (mixed dou-
bles SL3-SU5),
Arwaz/Deep (men’s dou-
bles SL3-SL4), and Prem
Ale/Abu Hubaida (men’s
doubles WH1-WH2).

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  MMaarr  1144  ((PPTTII))::
Olympic bronze-medallist
Lovlina Borgohain and former
junior world champion Nikhat
Zareen were on Monday
selected in the Indian
women’s boxing team for this
year’s Asian Games in
Hangzhou, China after emerg-
ing victorious in the trials held
here. While Zareen secured
her place in the 51kg division,
Borgohain clinched the 69kg
spot after trials held at the
Indira Gandhi Indoor Stadium.
Last week, both of them also
made the world champi-
onships squad with Zareen
qualifying in the 52kg catego-
ry and Borgohain making the
cut in 70kg. In the Asian
Games trial finals held this
morning, Borgohain defeated

Railways’ boxer Pooja, and
Zareen got the better of Manju
Rani, a silver-medallist from
the 2019 World
Championships. The Asian
Games are due to be held from
September 10 to 25. In the
world championship trials
held last week, selections
were also confirmed for the
Asian Games in three overlap-
ping divisions — 57kg, 60kg
and 75kg. The Asian Games
feature five women cate-
gories. In 57kg, Manisha won
her trial bouts to make the cut
for both the showpiece events,
while the promising Jaismine
(60kg) and the experienced
Saweety Boora (75kg), who
won a world silver medal in
2014, also ensured twin selec-
tions for themselves.

Madrid, Mar 14 (AP):

It didn’t take long for
Barcelona’s offense to re-
gain its scoring touch.
After being held to a disap-
pointing scoreless draw
with Galatasaray in the
first leg of the round of 16
of the Europa League,
Barcelona scored three
goals in less than 30 min-
utes on Sunday en route to
a comfortable 4-0 win over
Osasuna in the Spanish
league.

Ferr n Torres found the
net twice and Pierre-
Emerick Aubameyang and
Riqui Puig added a goal
each to keep the Catalan
club in third place. It has
the same 51 points as Atl
tico Madrid but leads on
the head-to-head tiebreak-
er. Barcelona also has a
game in hand compared to

the defending champions.
Barcelona and Atl tico
trail second-place Sevilla
by five points. League
leader Real Madrid, which
visits relegation-threat-

ened Mallorca on Monday,
is 12 points ahead of
Barcelona and Atl tico.

Madrid hosts Barcelona
next Sunday at the
Santiago Bernab u

Stadium.
Barcelona had scored 14

goals in its last four match-
es in all competitions be-
fore the 0-0 home draw
against Galatasaray on
Thursday. “We didn’t do a
good job the other day and
we know it,” Torres said.

“But today the team re-
sponded well. When you
keep creating chances, the
ball will keep going in.”

Torres opened the scor-
ing Sunday by converting
a 14th-minute penalty kick
and added to the lead
seven minutes later from
inside the area after a nice
through ball by Ousmane
Demb l . Demb l also set up
the third goal by
Aubameyang in the 27th,
making a well-placed cross
into the box from the right
flank, and the fourth by
Puig in the 75th.

Muelheim An Der Ruhr,
Mar 14 (PTI): World
Championships bronze
medallist Lakshya Sen’s
giant-killing run ended
with a straight-game loss
to Thailand’s rising star
Kunlavut Vitidsarn in the
summit clash of German
Open Super 300 bad-
minton tournament here
on Sunday. The 20-year-old
Sen, who had claimed his
maiden Super 500 title at
India Open in January,
lost 18-21 15-21 in 57 min-
utes to the three-time
world junior champion
Vitidsarn in the final
match. World number 12
Sen came into the match
with a 3-3 head-to-head
record against Vitidsarn,
ranked 20th, having beat-
en the Thai in their last
meeting at Hylo Open last
year. In a battle of equals,

Sen and Vitidsarn
matched each other in
speed in the rallies to
move 4-4 before the Thai
rode on his variations and
deception to grab a com-
fortabe 11-6 lead at the
break. Sen worked up his
pace and took control of
the net to make it 15-16 but
an alert Vitidsarn man-
aged to grab two game
points with a overhead
cross-court drop. Sen need-

ed medical attention for a
blister on his foot even as
the Thai came up with a
cross court smash to pock-
et the opening game.

The gruelling semifinal
against Olympic champi-
on Viktor Axelsen seemed
to have taken a toll on Sen
as Vitidsarn jumped to a 7-
3 lead in the second game
before moving to a 11-5 ad-
vantage after the change of
sides.

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  MMaarr  1144  ((PPTTII))::
Hardik Pandya has reported
at the National Cricket
Academy in Bengaluru where
he will undergo fitness tests
for the next couple of days
before he gets an all-clear to
lead Gujarat Titans in the
upcoming Indian Premier
League.

The most interesting
aspect to watch during the
tests would be whether the
28-year-old gets clearance to
bowl full tilt in the cash-rich
league where Titans would
start their campaign against
Lucknow Supergiants on
March 28. “Hardik will be at
the NCA for next two days
and appear in the various fit-
ness tests. He is a centrally

contracted cricketer and has
not played any cricket since
T20 World Cup in UAE,” a
BCCI source told PTI on con-
ditions of anonymity.

“He would need to pass
the fitness test as it has been
mandatory for some time
now. Last year, even Shreyas
Iyer appeared for a fitness
test post shoulder surgery
before playing IPL,” he
added.

The national team and the
NCA medical staff always
keeps a close tab on its cen-
trally-contracted players and
it has been learnt that during
the Titans short five-day
training camp in Baroda,
Hardik had bowled during a
couple of sessions.

KKR gear up
for IPL

NNaavvii  MMuummbbaaii:: Two-time IPL
champions Kolkata Knight
Riders on Monday started their
training for the upcoming sea-
son of the Indian Premier
League, which will begin in
Mumbai from March 26.

PTI has already reported
that the IPL teams would begin
training either from Monday or
Tuesday at different practice
venues, which have been iden-
tified by the organisers.

“We have started training
today at DY Patil university
ground. 

Most Indian players have
come in apart from Umesh
(Yadav) and Shreyas (Iyer)
who are with the Indian team
and Venkatesh Iyer who is at
NCA,” a KKR official said.

It is also understood that a
couple of players are still in
quarantine and they will join
the squad a day later.

India complete 2-0 series
sweep against Sri Lanka

Ravichandran Ashwin (L) with teammate Rishab Pant
celebrate after taking the wicket of Sri Lankas batter
Dhananjaya De Silva during 2nd test cricket match at
Chinnaswamy Stadium, in Bengaluru, Monday.

Bangladesh beat Pakistan 
by 9 runs to register first-ever win 

All-round South Africa beat England 
to register hat-trick of wins 

Mount Maunganui: South Africa produced an allround display
to continue their unbeaten run in the tournament, beating
defending champions England by three wickets to register a
hat-trick of wins in the ongoing ICC Women’s ODI World Cup
here on Monday. South Africa first rode on Marizanne Kapp’s
(5/45), her best bowling ODI figures, to restrict four-time
champions England to 235 for nine and then Laura Wolvaardt
(77 off 101 balls) held their innings together as they overcame
a late scare to chase down the target with four balls to spare.

Shreyas Iyer named ICC ‘Player of the Month’Need to finish games 
in regulation time:

Women’s hockey coach

‘Close-knit, family-oriented 
structure makes you feel safe in MI’

Joshi, Bhagat shine as India bag 21 medals
at Spanish Para Badminton International

After world championships, Lovlina and
Nikhat secure Asian Games selection

Hardik Pandya checks in at NCA to
appear for fitness test before IPL

Barcelona regains scoring touch with 4-0 rout of Osasuna Lakshya Sen loses in German Open final

FC Barcelona’s Riqui Puig celebrates scoring their
fourth goal with Gavi.

Bangladesh’s Fahima Khatun (3/38) turned the
match on its head with three quick wickets.



Mumbai, Mar 14 (PTI): 

The Bombay High
Court on Monday directed
the Maharashtra govern-
ment to file a reply to a
PIL that challenged the
state's decision to contin-
ue insisting that one must
be fully vaccinated
against COVID-19 to travel
in suburban trains and
use other modes of public
transport in the metropo-
lis.

The public interest liti-
gation (PIL), filed by one
Firoze Mithiborwala
through advocate Nilesh
Ojha, challenged a circu-
lar dated March 1, 2022,
that was issued by the
Maharashtra government
to list out the standard op-

erating procedures and
safety measures citizens
must follow in view of the
COVID-19 pandemic. The
restriction on public
transport, including local
trains, for the unvaccinat-
ed was included in the cir-
cular.

This is a fresh PIL on
the issue and the earlier
one was disposed of by
the HC in beginning of
this month. Mithiborwala
said in his PIL that such a
restriction was arbitrary,
unconstitutional and an
"indirect attempt" on the
Maharashtra govern-
ment's part to make vacci-
nation compulsory.

"The impugned order
(circular) is against the
state's own policy decision

and an indirect attempt to
make vaccination compul-
sory. (Imposing) such indi-
rect compulsion is prohib-
ited by the Supreme
Court," the plea reads.

The plea further claims
that the state govern-
ment's insistence on citi-
zens wearing face masks
to cover their mouth and
nose while out of their
homes, and in public
places, was "unscientific."
The PIL urged the HC to
quash the circular.

It also urged the court
to direct state and munici-
pal authorities to return
the money collected so far
from citizens as fine for
not wearing face masks in
public places. Ojha men-
tioned the PIL on Monday

before a bench of Chief
Justice Dipankar Datta
and Justice MS Karnik,
and sought an urgent
hearing. The court then
directed the state govern-
ment to file its reply with-
in a week.

Earlier this month, the
HC had disposed of a PIL
seeking similar reliefs
after the state government
submitted that despite the
court's reservations
against prohibiting the
unvaccinated from travel-
ling in local trains, it will
continue to persist with
the restriction.

At the time, the HC had
said such a prohibition
seemed to have been im-
posed without any appli-
cation of mind.

Sister Joseph elected as
superior general

Kolkata, Mar 14 (PTI): 

Sister Mary Joseph has
been elected as the superi-
or general of
Missionaries of Charity,
becoming the fourth occu-
pant of the top post of the
global organisation found-
ed by Saint Teresa of
Kolkata, a spokesperson of
the order said on Monday.

She was elected to the
post after Sister Mary
Prema, who was the supe-
rior general of
Missionaries of Charity
for 13 years, recently
sought to be relieved of
her responsibilities,
spokesperson Sunita
Kumar told PTI.

Septuagenarian Sister

Joseph, who was the sec-
retary of Saint Teresa of
Kolkata for years, was ear-
lier the regional superior
of the organisation in
Kerala before being elect-
ed to the top post on
Saturday night, Kumar
said. Nuns from the order
across the world voted at

its headquarters in
Kolkata in the election
which was kept under
wraps till the names were
announced. "We will issue
a formal notice with de-
tails about Sister Joseph
on March 28," Kumar said.

She said that Sisters
Christie has been elected
as assistant general,
Sister Cecile as the second
councillor, Sister Marie
Juan as the third council-
lor and Sister Patrick as
the fourth councillor.
Sister Nirmala had suc-
ceeded Saint Teresa of
Kolkata as the head of the
Missionaries of Charity
after her death and had
stepped down in 2009 for
health reasons.

‘Over 65k Chakma, Hajong
refugees in Arunachal, govt gave

them basic amenities’
Itanagar, Mar 14 (PTI): 

As many as 65,884
Chakma and Hajong
refugees reside in
Arunachal Pradesh,
Chief Minister
Pema Khandu told
the Assembly on
Monday, citing a sur-
vey conducted by the

government in 2015-16 in
three districts of the state
where they have settled --
Changlang, Namsai and
Papum Pare.

Khandu, in a written
reply to Congress MLA
Wanglin Lowangdong, also
said that the government
allotted an area of 4,240.24
hectares to the Chakmas
and Hajongs in Changlang
district, besides 730.432

hectares in Namsai and an
approximate 14 square kilo-
meters in Papum Pare. In
Changlang, the refugees
are mostly settled in Miao,
Kharsang and Diyun.
Similarly in Namsai, they
reside in three villages of
Chongkham circle, while in

Papum Pare, they are con-
centrated in Changmara-
Magoni and Chessa areas,
the CM stated.

Additionally, the
refugees have encroached
upon 5,819.88 hectares in
Changlang, and 289.57
hectares in Namsai dis-
tricts. No such encroach-
ment has been reported
from Papum Pare, Khandu
maintained.

"As per the judgement of
Supreme Court in 1996, the
state government has pro-
vided basic amenities like
road, health care, schools,
electricity and water sup-
plies to the Chakmas and
Hajongs living in the three
districts," Khandu asserted
while responding to anoth-
er supplementary question.

New Delhi, Mar 14 (PTI): 

A Delhi court on
Monday granted bail to
former Congress
Councillor Ishrat Jahan in
the case concerning the
larger conspiracy behind
the Delhi riots of
February 2020. The order
was pronounced by
Additional Sessions Judge
Amitabh Rawat.

Jahan, along with sever-
al others, has been booked
under the anti-terror law --
Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act (UAPA) --
in the case for being the
"masterminds" of the
February 2020 riots, which
had left 53 people dead and
over 700 injured. Earlier
Jahan was granted inter-

im bail in June 2020 for 10
days to get married and
was directed not to tamper
with the evidence or influ-
ence the witnesses. The vi-
olence had erupted during
the protests against the
Citizenship (Amendment)
Act (CAA), 2019, and the
National Register of
Citizens (NRC).

Besides Jahan, activist
Khalid Saifi, Umar
Khalid, JNU students
Natasha Narwal and
Devangana Kalita, Jamia
Coordination Committee
members Safoora Zargar,
former AAP councillor
Tahir Hussain and sever-
al others have also been
booked under the strin-
gent law in the case.
PTI ADS 

ISRO to unveil latest 
sponsored research 

opportunities for academia
Bengaluru, Mar 14 (PTI): 

The Indian Space
Research Organisation
(ISRO) will unveil its latest
sponsored research oppor-
tunities to the academia on
Tuesday. 'RESPOND BAS-
KET 2022', the Bengaluru-
headquartered space
agency's focused research
topics for sponsored re-
search, will be launched by
ISRO Chairman and
Secretary in the
Department of Space S
Somanath.

"Every year, we publish
ISRO-focused topics for re-
search in the Respond
Basket. Then, several uni-
versities and colleges apply
to ISRO for joint collabora-

tion. We will enter into
MoUs with finalised acade-
mia," an ISRO official told
PTI. RESPOND's objective
is to encourage academia to
participate and contribute
in various space-related re-
search activities. Under
RESPOND, projects are
taken up by
universities/academic in-
stitutions in the areas of
relevance to space pro-
gramme. ISRO said it has
evolved the RESPOND pro-
gramme through which
necessary financial and
technical support is provid-
ed to academia in India for
conducting research and
development activities re-
lated to space science,
space technology and space

applications. This is the
flagship programme of
ISRO to promote the extra-
mural research in emerg-
ing areas of space for aca-
demia. To enable the facul-
ty of universities/institutes
to prepare suitable propos-
als of relevance to the space
programme, a detailed list
of R&D areas/sub
areas/topics are evolved as
per major programmes of
ISRO, by the various cen-
tres of ISRO and published
annually. "RESPOND pro-
gramme is mutually benefi-
cial to ISRO and academia,
wherein the rich talent of
academia/ faculty is being
harnessed to support the
nation's space programme,"
it was stated.

‘Ready to make any sacrifice’
New Delhi, Mar 13 (PTI): 

Days after its drubbing
in five states, the Congress'
top decision-making body
on Sunday unanimously
decided that party presi-
dent Sonia Gandhi should
continue till organisation-
al polls after she expressed
readiness to "make any
and every sacrifice" in the
party's interest.

The Congress Working
Committee (CWC), during
its nearly five-hour meet-
ing, reposed full faith in
her leadership, urging her
to effect immediate cor-
rective changes to
strengthen the party and
meet the political chal-
lenges ahead of the next
round of elections.

Congress' chief
spokesperson Randeep
Surjewala said every
Congress worker and
leader wants Rahul

Gandhi to lead the party,
but as the process of or-
ganisational polls is un-
derway, the next president
will be decided through it.

Amid calls for large-
scale reforms to revive the
party's dwindling elec-
toral fortunes, AICC gen-
eral secretary KC
Venugopal, at a press con-
ference after the CWC
meeting, said the party
president will immediate-

ly take corrective meas-
ures to revamp and re-
strengthen the organisa-
tion. The Congress will
hold a 'Chintan Shivir'
(brainstorming session)
soon after the Budget
Session of Parliament and
the CWC will meet again
before that, Venugopal
said. The session is sched-
uled to end on April 8.

Rajasthan Chief
Minister Ashok Gehlot

suggested that the
'Chintan Shivir be held in
his state. Later, leaders
said this brainstorming
session of three-four days
would chalk out the future
roadmap and strategy in
order to address chal-
lenges.

Several leaders, after
the meeting, said that
Gandhi in her introducto-
ry remarks said she is
ready "to make any and
every sacrifice as
Congress workers and the
CWC wish in the interest
of the party".

These comments were
seen by many as her readi-
ness to even quit if re-
quired and felt necessary
by the party leadership.
She listened to all leaders
at the CWC meet and left
the decision to the wisdom
of members, including
those of the G-23, who re-
posed full faith in her.
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Devotees ride on horses as they participate in Holika procession as part of Holi celebrations, in Varanasi, Monday.

HOLIKA PROCESSION

Students and volunteers participate in a training session for joining sub-inspector and defense forces, in Jammu, Monday.

NO SUBSTITUTE FOR HARD WORK

CWC reposes full faith in her

Congress interim President Sonia Gandhi chairs the
Congress Working Committee meeting, in New Delhi. 

New Delhi, Mar 14 (PTI):
Government think tank
Niti Aayog's Atal
Innovation Mission (AIM)
has so far funded 9,606
schools in 720-plus dis-
tricts of the country for
the establishment of Atal
Tinkering Laboratories
(ATLs), Parliament was
informed on Monday.

In a written reply in the
Rajya Sabha, Minister of
State for Planning Rao
Inderjit Singh said the
Centre is encouraging
schools to provide expo-
sure of science and tech-
nology to students so that
they can be exposed with
futuristic technology plat-
forms.

Singh said to create an
ever-evolving ecosystem
of start-ups and entrepre-
neurs, AIM has been es-
tablishing world-class in-
cubators called Atal
Incubation Centres (AICs)
at universities, institu-
tions and corporates
among others.

Till date AIM has suc-
cessfully operationalised
68 Atal Incubation
Centres with universities
/ institutions / private
players across India, he
added.

According to Singh, in
schools, AIM facilitates to
set up network of Atal
Tinkering Laboratories
(ATLs)with a vision to cul-
tivate one million children
in India as Neoteric
Innovators.

The objective of this
scheme is to foster curiosi-
ty, creativity and imagina-
tion in youngminds and
inculcate skills such as de-
sign mind-set, computa-
tional thinking, adaptive-
learning, physical com-
puting, rapid calculations,
measurements etc,
he noted.

For promoting 
innovation

Over 9,600 schools
get funds from Atal
Innovation Mission

AIRF demands
restoration of old
pension scheme

New Delhi, Mar 14
(PTI): The All India
R a i l w a y m e n ' s
Federation (AIRF) and
its affiliated unions or-
ganised protests across
the country during the
lunch hours on Monday
for the restoration of
old pension scheme for
employees, a statement
said. All employees who
have joined the Indian
Railways on or after
January 1, 2004, come
under the purview of
the new pension
scheme.

The Rajasthan gov-
ernment last month an-
nounced that it will im-
plement the old pension
scheme from the next fi-
nancial year onwards.
The new pension
scheme is completely
against the government
employee because there
is "no guarantee of fam-
ily pension and of the
minimum amount",
AIRF General Secretary
Shiva Gopal Mishra
said in a statement.

He said there is a lot
of anger against the
new scheme among the
government employees
who joined post
January 1, 2004. The
AIRF statement said
demonstrations against
the new pension
scheme were organised
at their respective of-
fices across the country
during lunch hours on
Monday.

HC seeks Maha reply

‘PIL challenges vaccine mandate
for suburban train travel’

2020 Delhi riots

Bail to Ishrat Jahan in
larger conspiracy case
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