
Injured
Bijapur: A District Force
constable was injured in
an improvised explosive
device (IED) blast in
Chhattisgarh’s Bijapur
district on Monday, a
police official said. The
explosion took place on
Elmidi-Awapalli road near
Sanjaypara when consta-
ble Saraiyya Talandi (30)
accidentally stepped on a
pressure IED while
removing Naxal banners,
he said. 

Exemption 
TThhaannee:: A court in
Bhiwandi in
Maharashtra’s Thane dis-
trict on Monday allowed
Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi exemption from
appearance during the
day’s hearing in a
defamation case after his
counsel said the former
was busy with polls in
Goa, Uttar Pradesh and
Punjab. The court was to
record the evidence of
complainant Rajesh Kunte
on Monday in the defama-
tion case related to state-
ments allegedly made by
Gandhi against the RSS,
before the latter’s counsel
Narayan Iyer sought
exemption from appear-
ance for his client.

Revoked
Gandhinagar: The Gujarat
Assembly on Monday
revoked the seven-day
suspension of senior
Congress MLA Punja
Vansh after the ruling BJP
accepted the request
made by the opposition
members. Vansh was sus-
pended for seven days for
allegedly using unparlia-
mentary words against
Minister of State for
Home Harsh Sanghavi
during the Question Hour
on March 4.

Suspended 
Hyderabad:  All the three
BJP members were on
Monday suspended for
the rest of the ongoing
budget session of the
Telangana Legislative
Assembly for allegedly
disrupting proceedings.
State Finance Minister T
Harish Rao began intro-
duction of Budget 2022-
23 on the opening day of
the current session soon
after the House met, even
as BJP floor leader T Raja
Singh and others tried to
draw the attention of
Speaker Pocharam
Srinivasa Reddy. 

WHO CARES ?

Female labourers at work in a brick kiln, a day before International Womens Day, in South Dinajpur, Monday.
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BRIEF

A man dressed as Lord
Hanuman shows his finger
marked with indelible ink

after casting his vote, during
the 7th and last phase of UP

Assembly elections, in
Mirzapur, Monday. 

New Delhi, Mar 07: 

The BJP is likely to re-
tain Uttar Pradesh and the
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
may emerge the largest
party in Punjab, early exit
polls indicated today after
the end of voting in five
states. The polls predict
that the BJP will win the
most seats in Goa and
Uttarakhand, with the
Congress a close second.
An aggregate of four polls
for Uttar Pradesh give the
BJP and its allies 240 of
the state’s 403 seats, with
the Samajwadi Party at
around 140-plus.

An average of five polls
predicts a remarkable win
for Arvind Kejriwal’s AAP
in its first major state,
Punjab. The party has
been trying to make a
mark outside Delhi, which
it has been ruling since
2015. The exit polls give

AAP 68 seats in the 117-
seat Punjab, where 59 is
the majority mark.

In Uttarakhand, the exit
polls predict a close fight,
with the BJP marginally
ahead but both the BJP
and the Congress within
reach of power. The exit
polls also foresee a tight
race in Goa, with the BJP
said to win 18 of the state’s
40 seats and the Congress,
15. The BJP is set to win

the most seats in Manipur,
say exit polls. The BJP is
likely to win 30 seats in the
60-seat assembly, the exit
polls say - just one below
the majority mark. The
Congress may win 14
seats, they say.

Several exit polls fore-
cast a clear majority for
the BJP in Uttar Pradesh
and the Aam Aadmi Party
in Punjab while being
mixed in their predictions

for Uttarakhand. Exit polls
on CNN News 18, Republic
TV and News X channels
showed the BJP-led
National Democratic
Alliance (NDA) getting
211-277 seats and its main
challenger in the
Samajwadi Party-led al-
liance getting anywhere
between 119 and 160 seats
in Uttar Pradesh. CNN
News 18 predicted 262-277
seats for the BJP and allies

and 119-134 for the SP and
allies in the 403-member
state assembly.

Most of them were also
unanimous in predicting a
big win for Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal-
led AAP in Punjab, with
one exit poll on India
Today projecting up to 76-
90 seats in the 117-member
assembly. TV9
Bharatvarsh-Polstrat,
however, predicted 56-61
seats for the AAP in
Punjab, making it the fron-
trunner. The ruling
Congress was mostly pre-
dicted to be securing the
second spot in Punjab.

In Uttarakhand, Both
the Congress and the BJP
were favoured by different
exit polls to win the assem-
bly polls. Some exit polls
predicted a hung assembly
in Goa while forecasting
the BJP to have an edge
over rivals in Manipur.

BJP likely to retain UP 
AAP to unseat Cong in Punj

POLL OF POLLS

New Delhi, Mar 07 (PTI):

A Delhi court Monday
sent former managing
director and chief exec-
utive officer of National
Stock Exchange Chitra
Ramkrishna to 7-day
CBI custody in the NSE
co-location scam case,
saying her custodial in-
terrogation was re-
quired for fair and prop-
er investigations.

Special Judge Sanjeev
Aggarwal passed the
order after hearing ar-
guments from CBI and
the counsel appearing
for accused. “It appears
that the custodial inter-
rogation of the above ac-
cused would be required
to find out the detailed
modus operandi adopted
by her in conspiracy
with the other co-ac-
cused persons involved
in the present case in-
cluding co-accused
Anand Subramanian.
The present case may be
of unimaginable magni-
tude,” the court said. It
further said that her

custodial interrogation
would also be required
for confronting her with
Subramanian, who is al-
ready in police custody,
in order to find out the
entire ramifications of
the transactions in ques-
tion, to dig out the volu-
minous digital evidence
pertaining and to find
out the role of other
players in this case of
swindling the institu-
tional investors, foreign
institutional investors
and honest retail in-
vestors. “Therefore, po-
lice custody remand of
this accused is required
for fair and proper inves-
tigations, as there are
more than reasonable
and substantial grounds
for doing so... In these
peculiar facts and cir-
cumstances, in the inter-
est of justice and for fair
investigations, accused
Chitra Ramkrishna is
remanded to police cus-
tody till March 14, 2022.
She be produced before
the Court on March 14,
2022,” the judge said.

New Delhi, Mar 07 (PTI):

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on
Monday spoke to
Russian President
Vladimir Putin dur-
ing which he con-
veyed his “deep con-
cern” over the safety
and security of the
Indian students
stuck in Ukraine’s

Sumy city and sought
their evacuation at the
earliest.

During the 50-minute
telephonic conversation,
Modi also suggested that a
direct conversation be-
tween Putin and
Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy
may greatly assist the on-
going peace efforts.

Official sources said
Modi stressed the impor-
tance of safe evacuation of
Indian citizens from Sumy
at the earliest and that
Putin assured him of all
possible cooperation to
safely get them out of the
northeastern Ukrainian
city. Around 700 Indian
students are stranded in
Sumy amid intense fight-

ing between Russian and
Ukrainian troops. “Prime
Minister Modi conveyed
his deep concern for the
safety and security of the
Indian students still re-
maining in Sumy,” the
PMO said in a statement.
It said Putin briefed the

Prime Minister about the
ongoing measures related
to “humanitarian corri-
dors” for facilitating the
evacuation of civilians in-
cluding Indian students. It
was the third telephonic
conversation between the
two leaders after the mili-

tary conflict began in
Ukraine 11 days back.

Earlier, Russian author-
ities said it would start a
ceasefire on Monday and
open “humanitarian cor-
ridors” in key Ukrainian
cities including Kyiv,
Kharkiv and Sumy.

The statement said the
two leaders discussed the
evolving situation in
Ukraine and Putin briefed
Modi on the status of ne-
gotiations between the
Ukrainian and Russian
teams.

“Prime Minister Modi
welcomed the ongoing ne-
gotiations between Russia
and Ukraine and ex-
pressed hope that they
would lead to cessation of
the conflict. He suggested
that a direct conversation
between President Putin
and President Zelenskyy
may greatly assist the on-
going peace efforts,” it
said.

The sources said Modi
appreciated the announce-
ment of the ceasefire and
establishment of humani-
tarian corridors in parts
of Ukraine, including in
Sumy.

RRaaiippuurr,,  MMaarr  0077:: Hailing the
Chhattisgarh government’s
strategy of trust, development
and security, Governor Anusuiya
Uikey on Monday said various
efforts have helped in effective-
ly checking Naxal incidents, in
turn resulting in the expansion
of development activities in
every part of the state. In her
address on the first day of the
Budget session of the
Chhattisgarh Assembly, the gov-
ernor said the state had
achieved success in neutralizing
46 ultras and encouraging 555
Naxals to surrender (last year).

My government has given the
mantra of trust-development-
security to the police force. As a
result of which, the police, apart
from providing security to the
public, has also been contribut-
ing in boosting morale of the cit-
izens and facilitating infrastruc-
ture work at the local level, she
said. Various efforts have helped
in effectively checking the inci-
dents of Naxal violence. Success
has been achieved in neutralis-
ing 46 Naxals and motivating
555 ultras to surrender. In this
way, the scope of peace and
order in the state is also expand-
ing continuously.The develop-
ment activities are also expand-
ing in every area, she added.
Uikey said, in order to develop

aviation infrastructure, the state
government has started the
process of developing a new
airstrip in Korea district and a
commercial airport in Korba dis-
trict. Besides, administrative
approval of Rs 43.98 crore has
been given for the development
of the runway of Maa
Mahamaya Airport, Ambikapur
Darima (Surguja district) and
domestic flights will commence
after its receives airport license,
she said. All efforts are being
made to ensure Swami
Vivekanand Airport in Raipur
gets international airlines and
international cargo facilities,
the governor said. 

“Under the new Excise policy,
the state government has con-
stituted three committees to
study the prospects of banning
liquor in the state. In the last
two years, 99 liquor shops and
restaurant-bars have been

shut,” Uikey told the House. The
governor said the Chhattisgarh
model of inclusive development
has been very successful,
adding that the state govern-
ment was one of farmers, forest
dwellers and labourers. “In the
Kharif year 2021-22, a record
97.98 Lakh metric tonne paddy
has been procured from 21.77
lakh farmers at support price.
Farmers are being given input
assistance benefit for other
Kharif crops along with paddy
under Rajiv Gandhi Kisan Nyay
Yojna,” she added. 

The state government fought
the COVID-19 pandemic with
foresightedness and prompt-
ness, leading to the creation of
considerable health infrastruc-
ture, the governor said. Relief of
Rs 102 crore has been provided
to the kin of COVID-19 victims,
and this reflects the state gov-
ernment’s determination
towards helping those in dis-
tress, Uikey said. The governor
said out of 36 awards
Chhattisgarh has received at the
national level in three years,
most of them have been given to
Panchayat Raj institutions of the
Scheduled Areas.

BJP MLAs Brijmohan Agrawal
and Saurabh Singh tried to
interrupt the governor’s
address.

Mainpur, Mar 07: 

If a woman takes a deci-
sion to achieve success in
life none can deter her
from this goal. On this
International Women’s
Day it will an injustice if
we fail to salute an
woman who has seen
poverty from her child-
hood and as she grew up
took the responsibility of
family on her shoulders.

To fulfill the require-
ment of family she start-
ed selling bangles by visit-
ing village to village and
rose to be elected as
sarpanch twice. She is vil-
lage Hardibhata sarpanch
Mrs Dulia Bai Dhruv con-
tinuing the development
work of village and on the
basis of her performance
after first term villagers
voted her for the consecu-
tive two times.

She is a role model for
other women and she
started selling bangle
from the age of 15 years
by visiting village-to-vil-
lage and even sold it at
Mainpur weekly market
to earn her livelihood.
Even after she is elected

sarpanch there is no
major change in her stan-
dard of living. She is dis-
charging her twin respon-
sibility- as sarpanch to
work for the development
of village and as bangle
seller she covers 10-15 km
on foot for four days a

week to earn her liveli-
hood.

Education till Class V
Dulia Bai who studied

till Class V inherited this
family profession from
her mother who used to
sell bangle for maintain-
ing her family.

STATE ASSEMBLY SESSION

Governor hails state govt’s 
trust-development-security strategy
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from Sumy at the earliest

Modi spoke to Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy and
sought his continued support in the evacuation of the Indians
stuck in Sumy city. During the conversation, Zelenskyy briefed
the Prime Minister in detail about the “conflict situation” and
the ongoing negotiations between Ukraine and Russia. In the
last few days, India has been focusing on the evacuation of its
students from Sumy. On Saturday morning, the Indian stu-
dents posted a video saying they have decided to leave for the
Russian border from Sumy and that the Indian government
and the embassy in Ukraine will be responsible if anything
happens to them. Following the video, the Indian embassy in
Ukraine requested them not to endanger their lives and con-
veyed that it will leave no stone unturned to safely evacuate
them. The students relented following the assurance. 

Co-location Scam Case

Court sends NSE ex-MD
Ramkrishna to 7-day CBI custody 

INT’NL WOMEN’S DAY SPECIAL 

Bangle seller twice decorate the post of sarpanch
Continue selling bangle even after elected sarpanch

Dulia Bai Dhruv

WOMEN’S DAY
SPECIAL COVERAGE

ON PG 10 
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Anusuiya Singh
BBhhiillaaii::  Radhika Nagar
resident retired
teacher Anusuiya
Singh left for heavenly
abode at the age of 63
years. Last rites of the

mortal remains were performed at
Ramnagar Muktidham. She was the
wife of retired Police Inspector Vinay
Singh and mother of Saurabh Singh,
Shashank Singh and Shweta Singh.
Kshatriya Kalyan Sabha Bhilai Nagar
expressed condolences.

OBITUARY
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Dharmendra refutes charges 
of corruption in land purchase

Central Chronicle News
BBhhiillaaii,,  MMaarr  0077::  On Monday,
Congress leader and Bhilai
Nagar MLA's elder brother
Dharmendra Yadav has refuted
all the charges of corruption
levelled on him by the office
bearers of Durg District Unit of
Aam Admi Party. While ad-
dressing media persons here at
Supela, Dharmendra said that
he followed all the rules and did
a fair dealing for purchasing the
plot of 15171 square feet area
located at Industrial Area
Colony Kalibari from the
Chhattisgarh Housing Board.

It needs to be mentioned
here that the office bearers of
Aaam Admi Party including

District President
Meharban Singh
had alleged corrup-
tion in this land
deal. They had as-
serted that the
value of this land is
around Rs 10 crore
which has been
sold by the CGHB to
Congress leader Dharmendra
Yadav for just Rs 2,52,51,000.
They have further alleged that
the Congress leader was the
single bidder and the rules
were violated in selling this
property to him.

Refuting the charges, Yadav
stated that the allegations
were baseless. He informed
that the CGHB had got this land

for just Rs 68 lakhs.
Later on the basis
of the prevailing
guideline rates of
the land in that
area, CGHB invited
offers for selling
this land at offset
price of Rs 2.52
crore. This price in-

cluded the extra value of cor-
ner plot, prime location, GST,
lease rent, etc. This price was
not less than the prevailing
price in that locality, he added.

When asked about the single
offer, he clarified that there are
more than 1000 examples when
CGHB has sold the property
with single offer. Hence, his
case was not exceptional. He

further challenged the AAP of-
fice bearers and said that he
would sell the land and donate
the different amount to
Government Hospital if they
bring a customer who can pay
Rs 10 crore for this land. 

Dharmendra further in-
formed that he is serving legal
notices to the AAP office bear-
ers asking them to apologise
publically for their attempt to
tarnish his image. Else, Yadav is
going to file a defamation suit
of Rs 10 crore in the court. He
added that if he wins the
defamation suit, he will donate
the entire Rs 10 crore for gov-
ernment hospital. Sumit Singh
Pawar and other Congress
leaders were present.

Safety Week 2022 celebrated in
CR&M (Mech), Zero Accident

target achieved in 2021
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Mar 07: Safety
week was observed in
SAIL-Bhilai Steel Plant's
CRM (M) department dur-
ing the period February
24, 2022 to March 02, 2022.
The inaugural function
was graced by S Balraj,
GM (BF-Mech), Verghese
P John, HOD, GM (CRM-
Mech) along with other
senior officers. In the inau-
guration function, the
safety flag was hoisted and
safety oath was adminis-
tered to all the assembled
employees.

In inaugural speech, S
Balraj, GM (BF-Mech) con-
gratulated the department
for achieving the "Zero
Accident Year-2021" and
urged to continue this
year after year. Safety quiz
was organised and the
winners were rewarded
with prizes.

During the week, the
employees were apprised
with the safety awareness
programs like Gas Safety,
Fire Safety & Fire extin-
guishers and safety film
show. A special "Stress
Management" program
was also organised with
the help of OHS.

Safety based competi-
tions were organised like
Safety Poems, Safety slo-
gans and safety essay. The
regular employees and
PRW''s from the depart-
ment participated in these
contests in large numbers
with enthusiasm.

During the concluding
function, the Chief Guest
SK Gajbhiye (CGM-
Mech), SK Gandhi, GM
I/c CRM-M & CHM's, J
Tulasidasan (GM-SED),
Vansh Bahadur Singh
(Deputy General
Secretary INTUC Union)
and Verghese P John, GM
(CRM-Mech) addressed
the employees with their
views on safety and its im-
portance in the day to day
working. Special empha-

sis was given on Near
Miss Reporting and
achievement of Zero
Accident.

The prizes were distrib-
uted to the winners, PR
Patel, Rama Rao, Pradep
kumar Dhirhe & Tata Rao
and other PRW employees
for competitions in safety
poem, safety slogans &
safety essay contests.
Special prizes were given
to Devesh Kumar & S
Bagchi for their contribu-
tion in reporting of high-
est near miss cases of the
department.

The safety awareness
week was organised by
the department by team of
Planning group headed by
Anil Bhave, DSO (CRM-
Mech).

Best-Ever Finished Steel & 
Saleable Steel figures recorded

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Mar 07: SAIL-
Bhilai Steel Plant has creat-
ed several new records in
production in the 11
months period from April
21 to Feb 22 of current fis-
cal year (FY) 2021-22. The
Plant recorded best ever cu-
mulative figures of fin-
ished steel, saleable steel,
sinter production, cast steel
production from its Steel
Melting Shop 3 (SMS 3),
production from Bar & Rod

Mill and Boiler Quality
plates production.

Cumulative Total
Finished Steel Production
of 33,75,855 T by SAIL-
Bhilai Steel Plant in the
April-Feb period of cur-
rent fiscal year (FY) 2021-22
has been the best ever
since inception as against
previous best of 32,761,85 T
in corresponding period of
FY 2007-08.

Total Saleable Steel
Production of 42,10,507 T as
against previous best of

41,49,446 T in correspon-
ding period of FY 2010-11.
Loading of Saleable Steel at
42,58,562 T was the best
ever as against previous
best of 41,22,425 T in FY
2010-11. Loading for Direct
despatch at 23,10,837 T was
also the best ever as against
previous best of 21,00,302 T
in FY 2019-20.

Total Sinter Production
at 47,48,124 T was also the
best ever as against previ-
ous best of 44,87,796 T in FY
2019-20. Hot Metal produc-

tion of 22,86,030 T from
Blast Furnace 8 was also
the best ever as against pre-
vious best of 22,13,055 T in
FY 2020-21.

Cast Steel Production
from Modex unit SMS 3 at
24,65,325 T has been best
ever for the April-Feb peri-
od as against previous best
of 19,61,813 T in correspon-
ding period of FY 2020-21.
This included best ever pro-
duction of 15,20,537 T of
cast billets from SMS 3 as
against previous best of

10,22,472 T in FY 20-21 and
best ever production of
9,44,789 T of cast blooms
from SMS 3 as against pre-
vious best of 7,27,311 T in
FY 20-21.

Production of boiler
quality plates from Plate
Mill at 11,6761 T has been
best ever for the period as
against 95,613 T in FY 2017-
18. Production from Modex
unit, Bar & Rod Mill at
6,45,907 T has been best ever
as against previous best of
3,23,073 T  in FY 20-21.

Bhilai Steel Plant creates New Records of Cumulative Production in Current Fiscal Year
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Raipur, Mar 07: On the
first day of the Budget
Session in Chhattisgarh
Legislative Assembly
today, courteous tribute
was paid to the dignitaries
who have passed away re-
cently. At the onset of the
proceedings, Vidhan Sabha
Speaker Dr Charandas
Mahant paid courteous
tribute to Mr. Ramesh
Varlyani, Ex-Member of
the Legislative Assembly of
Undivided Madhya
Pradesh, Mr. Madan Singh
Dahariya, Member of the
Legislative Assembly of
Undivided Madhya
Pradesh and also the Ex-
Member of Chhattisgarh
Legislative Assembly,

‘Swar Kokila’ and Bharat
Ratna Ms Lata
Mangeshkar, and recalled
their contributions to the
society.

While paying tribute to
the aforementioned digni-
taries, Chief Minister Mr.
Bhupesh Baghel said that
Late Shri Ramesh Varlyani
started his political career
as a communist leader. He
was elected as member of
Legislative Assembly of
the then undivided
Madhya Pradesh. He ren-
dered his valuable services
on various important des-
ignations. He was a profes-
sional tax advisor and he

had keen interest in finan-
cial affairs, we used to
often take his advice on
these matters, said Chief
Minister. His demise is an
irreparable loss for all 
of us.

Chief Minister said that
Ex-Member of Legislative
Assembly of undivided
Madhya Pradesh and
Chhattisgarh Vidhan
Sabha, Mr Madan singh
Dahariya was a powerful
leader of Scheduled Caste
Community. He was born
in Amartal area of Janjgir
district. He served as
Sarpanch there for seven
consecutive tenures. He
was elected as MLA twice.
In year 1998, he was elected
as Member of Madhya
Pradesh legislative assem-
bly for the second time. His
demise is an irreparable
loss to entire Bilaspur
Division and Chhattisgarh
state. While paying hom-
age to Bharat Ratna Late

Ms Lata Mangeshkar,
Chief Minister Mr. Baghel
said that Lata ji had keen
interest in music since her
childhood. She was the
playback singer of more
than 30 thousand songs in
various languages. She
was adorned with various
prestigious honours and
awards including Bharat
Ratna. Mr. Baghel ex-
pressed condolence to the
bereaved family members
of the aforementioned dig-
nitaries.

Leader of Opposition
Mr. Dharamlal Kaushik,
MLAs- Mr. Mohan
Markam, Mr. Brijmohan
Agrawal, Mr. Ajay
Chandrakar, Mr. Saurabh
Singh, Mr. Punnulal
Mohile, Dr Krishnamurthy
Bandhi also paid tribute to
these great personas, dur-
ing the session. Two-
minute silence was ob-
served to pay respect to the
departed souls.

Courteous tribute paid to
the departed souls

At the onset of the
budget session in
Vidhan Sabha

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Mar 07: Faced
with a spate of theft of
mobile tower’s batteries,
capital police busted an
inter-state gang of bur-
glars and sized from var-
ious stolen batteries.
The burglars had been
using a rented house in
Ganj police station to es-
cape detection and im-
mediately fled after com-
mitting the burglaries.

According to police,
collecting together a se-

ries clues, police
reached to first accused
who used to buy the
stolen batteries. He was
identified as Dilshad, a
scrap dealer of Subhash
Nagar.

Police immediately de-
tained Dilshad and his
interrogation result in
the busting of the UP-
based gang. All three
were natives of Meerut
district and had fled to
UP after committing
couple of burglaries.

Police sent police
teams to Meerut and
brought to Raipur on
Transit Remand

All three of them were
identified as Furkan
Malik, Ajay Kumar and
Mohammad Salim. They
further revealed of
using air travels for
moving to and fro be-
tween Raipur and
Meerut and had been
using a Hyundai Santro
car committing the bur-
glaries in outer locations
in the city.

Police then arrested
all three burglars under
Section 379 IPC and
Dilshad was arrested
under Section 411 IPC
for knowingly buying
stolen goods.

Three arrested stealing mobile tower batteries
Buyer arrested as well

2 ganja peddlers
arrested

RRaaiippuurr::  Two ganja peddlers
have been arrested under
Narcotics Act after they were
nabbed possessing the contra-
band. The first accused identi-
fied as Santosh Yadav was
arrested by Khamardih police
from near a shop after he was
found possessing 1.300 kg con-
traband in a bag.

The other one identified as
Kannahaiya Garg was arrest-
ed by Urla police from outside
a factory after he was nabbed
possessing 1.600 kg contra-
band in a plastic bag. Both the
accused were later booked
under Section 20B of NDPS
Act by respective police sta-
tions.

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Mar 07: Acting
on the directive Raipur
(range) Dr Anand
Chhabra, Civil Lies po-
lice on Sunday night ar-
rested three drug ped-
dler and sixed from
them banned psy-
chotropic drugs kept in
a bag.

According to police, a
raid was conducted in
the particular spot from
identified them.
Identified as Gopal
Krishna Verma, Harish
Kumar Chaturvedi and

Satnam Singh none of
them contained the pur-
chase bills of the drugs
seized from them.

The drugs seized from
them were 55 nos. of
Planokuf syrup, 28 nos.
Codi-star, 9 nos. of
Tossex, 1008 tablets of
Spastrancan-Plux and
60 tablets of LPRAX, all
totaling to Rs 1 lakh. All
three accused were then
taken to Civil Lines po-
lice station where they
were booked Section
21B of NDPS Act.
Further investigation is
now underway.

Three drug peddlers arrested

RRaaiippuurr,,  MMaarr  0077:: Women and Child
Development and Social Welfare
Minister Mrs. Anila Bhedia
attended the International
Women’s Day cum District
Awareness Camp organised at
Shankaracharya Cultural
Building in Mahasamund district.
She inaugurated the program by
lighting the lamp. She also
donated motorized tricycles
(battery operated) to three dif-
ferently-abled women, Ms. Saroj
Yadav, Lata Yadav and Padmavati
Sonmani. They were happy to get
a motorized tricycle from minis-
ter and thanked her. This motor-
ized tricycle is provided by the
Social Welfare Department. It is
noteworthy that the program
was organized under the joint
aegis of Women, Child
Development and Social Welfare.
The program began with the
singing of the state song Arpa
Parri by the blind children of
Fortune Foundation, Baghbehra.
Congratulating the International
Women’s Day, Women and Child
Development Minister Mrs. Anila
Bhedia said that the women of
the state are discharging their
responsibilities and moving for-
ward. From farming to farming,

women are serving the country
by flying (airplanes) in the sky.
Today’s women are succeeding in
every field. The state govern-
ment is running beneficiary ori-
ented schemes for women.
Recently, the Chief Minister ‘Noni
Sashaktikaran Yojana’ has been
introduced by the state govern-
ment to help the daughters of
labour families in education,
employment, self-employment
and marriage. Through this
scheme, a lump sum amount will
be paid in the bank accounts of
the first two daughters of the eli-
gible registered beneficiaries.
She said that Chhattisgarh
Kaushalya Matritva Yojana has
also been launched. Under this

scheme, for the good future of
the girl child born in the state
and to encourage their parents,
an amount of Rs. 5000 will be
given. Minister Mrs. Bhedia said
that Sakhi One Stop Centers are
also being operated efficiently in
every district of the state for the
safety of the victims. Through
these centres, women are being
given free legal aid, counseling
and shelter under one roof. She
said that women of every field
have done a very good job during
the Corona period, all of them
deserve congratulations. Mrs.
Bhedia has recorded her achieve-
ment at the international level.
The women of the state are
strong and capable. Expecting

excellent performance from
them in future as well, she
appealed to the women present
that a three-day state level
women’s Madai has been organ-
ized at BTI Ground Shankar
Nagar in the  Raipur, where the
products prepared by the self-
help groups of the state have
been displayed and they are also
selling their materials.  On this
occasion, 20 women were hand-
ed over checks worth Rs. At the
same time, 25 women groups
were given cheque of Rs 20-20
thousand in women’s fund loan
for a total amount of 5 lakh. In
this way, cheque of total amount
of Rs 9 lakh were distributed
under both the schemes by the
Minister Smt. Anila Bhedia.
District Panchayat President
Mrs. Usha Patel while addressing
said that the present era of
women is of women empower-
ment. Women are playing an
important role in the develop-
ment and upliftment of the coun-
try. District Program Officer,
Women and Child Development
Mr. Sameer Pandey presented
information about the depart-
mental activities and achieve-
ments going on in the district.

Women are moving ahead by discharging
their responsibilities: Bhedia

Raipur, Mar 07: In a first
of its kind reported in
Raipur, a teenager was ar-
rested under IT Act for up-
loading and sharing ob-
scene contents through his
cell phone.

According to Civil Lines
police, the accused was
identified and Nilesh
Sharma was booked
under Section 504, 505
1(B), 505(2) IPC apart from
the Sections of IT Act and
Section 4, 5 of Prevention
of Immoral Trafficking

(PITA). In further investi-
gation, it was found that
Vinod Singh Thakur, pla-
toon commander present-
ly posted in CM Security.
The platoon commander
has been found of illegal-
ly collecting the call detail
records (CDR) of the cell
phone of Nilesh Sharma.
Thakur was also found to
have tampered with the
CDR data. Following
these revelations, Thakur
was immediately put
under suspension by bat-
talion commandant
Manoj Khilari. Further
investigation is now un-
derway.

One arrested under IT Act
Platoon Commander
suspended as well
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WARM WELCOME 

On the occasion of the commencement of the budget session of Chhattisgarh
Legislative Assembly, Chhattisgarh Governor Anusuiya Uikey was accorded a warm
welcome by the Speaker of the Legislative Assembly Dr. Charandas Mahant, Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel, Leader of Opposition Dharamlal Kaushik, Parliamentary
Affairs Minister Ravindra Choubey, Deputy Speaker of the Legislative Assembly
Manoj Mandavi and Principal Secretary, Chhattisgarh Legislative Assembly C.S.
Gangrade. 

Raipur, Mar 07: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
today launched Kaushalya
Matritva Yojana by provid-
ing cheque of Rs 5 thou-
sand to five beneficiaries
each for safe motherhood
at the state level women’s
conference held at BTI
Ground here on the occa-
sion of International
Women’s Day. A provision
has been made in this
scheme to give a lump sum

assistance of Rs 5000 to
women beneficiaries on
the birth of second daugh-
ter. The scheme will help
in the upbringing and edu-
cation of the girl child.

Extending greetings and
best wishes on
International Women’s
Day, Baghel said that
women have always held a
high place in the culture of
Chhattisgarh. However,
despite having better posi-
tion in the society, women
were lagging behind men
in terms of economic par-
ticipation, he said.

According to him there is
no dearth of ability, capa-
bility and the enthusiasm
to move forward. He said
that the work that his gov-
ernment carried out with
determination to provide
rights and justice to
women was apparent.

Today women are
preparing various materi-
als including vermi com-
post from cow dung in
Gouthans (cow-shelters),
he said and added that
women of Chhattisgarh,
like big industrialists, will
prepare paint and gener-

ate electricity with use of
cow dung. Apart from
generating electricity,
women will also earn
money by selling electrici-
ty, he said. Baghel said that
many women were being
provided jobs in Gouthans
which were being devel-
oped in the form of Rural
Industrial Park in
Chhattisgarh.

Baghel said that his gov-
ernment also waived off
loans of Rs 13 crore of self-
help groups and doubled
their loan limit from
Mahila Kosh on the occa-
sion of Teeja-Pora.

Anganwadi workers
who performed outstand-
ingly in Anganwadi serv-
ices and self-help groups
who encouraged women to
avail benefit of
Chhattisgarh Mahila Kosh
schemes for their econom-
ic self reliance were felici-
tated at the state level
women’s conference.
Baghel also honored the
officers doing excellent
work under Sakhi One
Stop Center and Nava
Bihan Yojna. He also re-
leased Kanya Vivah Yojana
Coffee Table Book, Sakhi
One Stop Center

Telephone Directory and
brochures of schemes re-
lated to women empower-
ment. Baghel also visited
the stalls of exhibition of
products prepared by
women self-help groups
from all over the state in
the four-day state level
Mahila Madai organized at
BTI Ground on the occa-
sion of International
Women’s Day.

Women and Child
Development Minister
said that Kaushalya
Matritva Yojana launched
by Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel would prove helpful
in educating and nurturing
daughters. Also present on
the occasion were Urban
Administration Minister
Dr Shiv Kumar Dahria,
Rajya Sabha MP Chhaya
Verma, Chairperson of
Chhattisgarh Commission
for Protection of Child
Rights, Tejkunwar Netam,
MLAs Anita Yogendra
Sharma, Shakuntala Sahu,
Sangeeta Sinha, Laxmi
Dhruv, Raipur District
Panchayat President
Domeshwari Sahu, office
bearers of civic bodies and
panchayat raj institutions
and women.

CM launches ‘Kaushalya Matritva Yojana’
at state level women’s conference

Women honored
for excellent work

Raipur, Mar 07: In view
of the crisis in Ukraine, a
help center has been set up
in New Delhi as per the in-
structions of Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
to provide assistance to
the citizens of
Chhattisgarh. According
to the information re-

ceived from this center, 197
students of Chhattisgarh
have safely returned from
February 27 to March 7 till
5 pm. These students were
provided with the facili-
ties of vehicles, accommo-
dation, and food on the in-
structions of the Chief
Minister. Besides, all the
necessary arrangements
including air tickets have
been made to get students
back to their hometown.

According to the infor-
mation received from
Sanjay Awasthi, Joint
Resident Commissioner,
Chhattisgarh Bhawan,
New Delhi, nearly 17 stu-
dents of Chhattisgarh
stranded in Ukraine and
their 7 family members
are in constant contact
over the phone with this
help center set up in New
Delhi.

197 students of Ch’garh
return safely from Ukraine

Food, accommoda-
tion and vehicle
facilities provided
to these students as
per the instructions
of Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel

All necessary
arrangements
made to get stu-
dents back to their
hometown

Raipur, Mar 07: Speaker
of Chhattisgarh Legislative
Assembly Dr. Charandas
Mahant laid the foundation
stone for construction of 12
chambers for ministers in
the assembly premise.
These rooms will be con-
structed at the cost of Rs 10
crore 33 lakh. Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel,
Leader of Opposition
Dharamlal Kaushik, Home

Minister Tamradhwaj
Sahu, School Education
Minister Dr. Premsai Singh
Tekam, Revenue Minister
Jaisingh Agrawal, Urban
Administration and
Development Minister Dr.
Shiv Kumar Daharia, Food
Minister Amarjeet Bhagat,
Women and Child
Development Minister
Anila Bhendia and Deputy
Speaker Manoj Singh
Mandavi, along with
Parliamentary Secretaries
and MLAs were present on
the occasion.

VS Speaker lays stone of
12 chambers for ministers

In the assembly
premise

Devendra Marco
Raipur: Devendra

M a r c o ,
breathed
his last
here on
Monday.
He was
34. He
w a s

working in Chhattisgarh
Rajbhasha Aayog. The
final rites will be per-
formed on March 8 at
10:00 am at Daldal Siwni
crematorium.

OBITUARY

Raipur 07 March 2022

A meeting of Business
Advisory Committee was
held in the main committee
room of the Chhattisgarh

Vidhan Sabha today under
the chairmanship of
Speaker Dr. Charandas
Mahant. Members of the
committee including Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel,

Leader of Opposition
Dharamlal Kaushik, and
Parliamentary Affairs
Minister Ravindra
Choubey were present in
the meeting.

Business Advisory Committee meeting held in VS

Raipur, Mar 07: Twenty
seven-year-old Satyavati
Sahu assumed the charge
as a community health of-
ficer (CHO) at the Health
and Wellness Centre
(HWC), Sankara, in late
2019.

However, in just over
two years, the HWC has
seen the footfall going up
from 150 between 2017 to
2019 to over 9,000 in 2021-
22. While the COVID crisis
and increased range of
services have played their
part in bringing forth this
spurt, CHOs like her also
deserve a fair share of
credit for being agents of
change, believes Satyavati.

This transformation
wasn’t easy. The new role
for this nursing graduate
was baptism by fire. The
HWC had just expanded
its range of services from
two to 12, putting more de-
livery and execution re-
sponsibilities on the new
recruits like herself. Soon
the COVID-19 crisis hit
and made the challenge
even more daunting.
Being the single mother of
a three-year-old didn’t help
matters.

Yet the biggest stum-
bling block for Satyavati
was something else. As
she looks back at her brief
tenure so far, she identifies
public attitude in the
catchment area of her
HWC in Tilda-Newra — a
Tehsil in the fringes of the
Capital Raipur — as the
biggest stumbling block.

“When I first went there,
I noticed that there was a
lack of faith in the govern-
ment medical system and
outdated beliefs about
health, especially in preg-
nancy and other women’s
health-related issues, that
dominated the discourse. I
remember one of my earli-
est encounters was with
an ex-sarpanch with dia-
betes and high blood pres-
sure whose family was un-
willing to give her pills
from the HWC, but I per-
suaded them to opt for
those. Soon they acknowl-

edged the fact that the gov-
ernment health centres
are just as good or even
better,” says Satyavati.

Many such behavioural
changes were to follow.
Satyavati says she was un-
daunted unrelenting when
it came to changing peo-
ple’s outlook about the
government systems or
changing public percep-
tion. “In many cases, fami-
ly members themselves
were against institutional
delivery for women. I had
to counsel them patiently
and won them over.
Sometimes I was even ac-
cused of abdicating re-
sponsibilities for merely
transferring complex
cases to District Hospitals
but I know that brickbats
come and go, what is para-
mount is the life of the
mother and babies,” she
adds.

Then how did she get

around the problem?
“Regular follow ups and
relentless pursuit,” she
says. “I continuously
tracked the progress of
the women, kept telling
the families about the safe-
ty factors associated with
institutional deliveries
and the importance of ex-
pertise that senior doctors
at the HWC or higher insti-
tutions provided. Slowly
and steadily, many came
on board,” she says.

Her biggest success
story and her biggest re-
gret are also from this area
— ensuring safe delivery
and proper early health of
a child whose mother had
lost another baby just
months ago and failing to
prevent a miscarriage de-
spite her best efforts re-
spectively.

“I am a mother myself
and my maternal instincts
kick in each time I see a
mother and child. And I
am trying my best to incul-
cate this in the mitanins
and other health other
health care workers under
me,” says Satyavati.

The job, of course, is far
from complete and an in-
creasing number of pa-
tients will bring resource-
management challenges,
but she remains deter-
mined as ever.

“People are ditching pri-
vate hospitals in large
numbers because there is
a new-found belief in the
state’s services. I have al-
ways pushed my limits
and will continue to do
so,” Satyavati says.

Milestones galore for this last-mile warrior

This International Women’s Day, here is the
story of a 29-year-old CHO who is bringing
attitudinal change about government health
services in a remote Chhattisgarh town

Raipur, Mar 07: KASH
Foundatin organized a
day long blood donation
camp at Sachdev Bhavan
Fafadih for Thalessemia

affected children and to
promote blood donation
honoured women who
donated blood. On this
occasion KASH
Foundation founder
Kajal Sachdev, Suresh
Sachdev, Congress leader
Nitin Bhansali and oth-
ers.

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Mar 07: Hindi
webseries ‘Anarchy’ mo-
hurat shot and shooting
started in the presence of
C h h a t t i s g a r h
Government consultant
Mr Gourav Dwivedi.
Bollywood film director
Mr Tarik Khan was pres-
ent under his direction,
webseries ‘Anarchy’ mo-
hurat shot and shooting
started in Hotel Babylon,
Raipur. The shooting of
this webseries will be
done in Raipur and near-
by places. Producer of
the webseries infomed
that the shooting will be
done within 55 days. In

this webseries
Bollywood famous artist
Tigmanshu Dhulia,
Piyush Mishra, Anita
Hansnandani, Zakir
H u s s a i n , Y a s h p a l
Sharma, Shankar
Sachdeo, Rakesh Pandey,
Reema Jain and Avi
Pardasinya will be seen
as lead artist. Beside this
near about 50 artist from
Chhattisgarh will be act-
ing in this webseries.
Anarchy webseries will
be produced under the
banner of Wartul Film
Pvt. Ltd., Annika Multy
Venchers Pvt. Ltd. VIP
Movies and
Entertainment and Era
Films.

Raipur, Mar 07: Shri
Bajrang Power and Ispat
Ltd, Borjhara unit organ-
ised the Safety Day on
March 04, 2022 in which the
officials and employees
participated and expressed
their views on awareness
towards safety. Company
Director, SK Goyal speak-
ing on this year theme
‘Motivaing youths in devel-
opment of safety culture’

urged the employees,
youths to be aware towards
safety rules while working,
so that accidents can be

avoided. In this series Shri
Bajrang Power and Ispat
Ltd, Safety, Environment
Department, Health and

A d m i n i s t r a t i v e
Department in association
with RC Blood Bank
(Vandematram Group)
jointly organised the blood
donation camp on March
05 in which officials and
employees participated
with much enthusiasim.
About 78 people donated
blood  in the  camp. The
blood donors were felicitat-
ed with certificate and gift.

KASH Foundation organizes
blood donation camp for

Thalessemia affected children
Honours women
who donated
blood

Hindi webseries ‘Anarchy’ mohurat
shot and shooting started 

Safety Day and Blood Donation camp organised 

RRaaiippuurr,,  MMaarr  0077:: On the third
day of Suresh Agrawal memo-
rial Cricket tournament at Hira
Sports Ground Fundhar, VIP
Road in total 4 matches were
played, the first match was
played in between State Bank
of India and Bank of India, SBI
won the toss and decided of
batting first in which they
scored 58 runs by losing all the
wickets, countering the match
Bank of India achieved the tar-
get in hardly 6.4 hours with a
minimum loss of only one
wicket, in this match an expe-
rienced batsman Ranjan

Kumar was felicitated as the
player of the match for scoring
19 runs in 17 balls.

The second game of the day
was played in between HDFC
bank and State Bank of India
Jagdalpur, HDFC Bank won the
toss and elected to bowl first
the players of State Bank of
India made 94 runs by losing
five wickets countering in the
next inning HDFC Bank team
collapsed on a minimum score
of hardly 56 runs by losing 7
wickets a very young chap
Azhar Khan was awarded as
the player of match for hitting

22 runs in 9 balls and snatching
4 wickets in just 2 overs.

In the evening the third play
was in between Kotak infinity
and Axis Bank, Kotak infinity
won the toss and selected to
bat first they scored 63 runs
with the loss of 6 wickets in
the next inning Axis Bank by
losing only 6 wickets made the
target in early 10 overs. For
achieving 3 wickets in 3 overs
the man of the match respect
was given to Mr. King Khan
Sona, in the same match
Abhishek alias Goldy who
made 30 runs in 19 balls also

was applauded by the audi-
ence.

The last match of the day
was played in between Sarda
energy and MMI hospital,
Sarda energy won the toss and
opted to bat first in which they
scored a remarkable target of
120 runs for MMI hospital buy
only losing 6 wickets. While
countering MMI hospital play-
ers could only score 75 runs
while using 7 wickets in the
match, Shivamdahake was
rewarded as the player of the
match for scoring 26 runs in 16
balls.

BoI, Axis Bank, Sarda Energy and SBI emerge winner 
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Konta, Mar 07: Cobra
Battalions deployed to
maintain security and
peace in Sukma district
are contributing and pro-
viding security for the de-
velopment of the district.

on March 06, a free med-
ical service camp was or-
ganized as per the instruc-
tions of Somitra Rai,
Commandant of 201 Cobra
Battalion posted at village
Chintalnar in Konta block
of Sukma district.

In this camp, Dr. Jitu,
Medical Officer of 201
COBRA, did routine
checkup of Chintalnar
and hundreds of nearby
villagers one by one. All
the villagers who came for
their treatment in the
medical service program
were closely examined by
the doctor and those who
were sick were given medi-

cines after examination of
the disease.

On the spot, other offi-
cers of Cobra 201 and in-
charge of the station,
Rakesh Yadav and all the
jawans were present. The

villagers who came to the
free medical camp ex-
pressed happiness by get-
ting the treatment done for
free and the villagers also
appreciated this excellent
work of the Cobra unit.

Along with the opera-
tional activities, this com-
mendable effort by the
CoBRA Battalion will fur-
ther improve the relations
of the police administra-
tion with the villagers.

Central Chronicle News

Bilaspur, Mar 07: A three-
day training program was
started on the topic of new
dimensions of sustainable
farming in the Department
of Rural Technology and
Social Development, Guru
Ghasidas Central
University.

This training program is
being organized under the
guidance of Vice-
Chancellor, Prof. Alok
Kumar Chakrawal in col-
laboration with the Skill
Development Cell of the
University.

At the beginning of the
program, the organizer, Dr.
Dilip Kumar, Assistant
Professor of Rural
Technology and Social
Development Department
told the students that
through this training,

earthworm manure, vermi-
wash, azolla production
and blue green algae pro-
duction units, which were
closed during the corona
period, will be operated
again for production.

This will give impetus to
the study-cum-earn
scheme being run by the
department. Dr. Pushpraj
Singh, Head of the

Department, said that due
to unbalanced use of
chemical fertilizers, the
fertility of the soil has al-
most ended, which we can
revive only through tradi-
tional farming.

Azolla increases the fer-
tility of the soil and is also
used as green fodder for
livestock. Dr. Rohit Raja,
Coordinator of the Skill

Development Cell said that
the Rural Technology
Department has a special
contribution in organizing
such employmet-oriented
program, which increases
the practical knowledge in
the students and they can
adopt it as a livelihood. A
total of 45 students are
participating in the pro-
gramme.

Central Chronicle News

Konta, Mar 07: To provide
life-useful essential materi-
als to the villagers and to
establish better coordina-
tion between the adminis-
tration and the villagers in
the village panchayat
Potakpalli in Sukma dis-
trict of Chhattisgarh state
on March 06, 2022, and to
strengthen the public's
trust in the administration
in the naxal sensitive area
Civic Action Program
under the guidance of
Jagdish Prasad Balai, was
organized.

In this programme
Kumar Alok (Sec.Com.O.)
212 Battalion, Amit
Sangwan (Sec.Com.O.) 208
Cobra, Sachindra Chobe,
Additional Superintendent
of Police, Chhattisgarh
Police and Potakpalli and
about 500 to 600 villagers of
nearby villages were pres-
ent.

During the program,
radio, essential items like
mosquito nets, emergency
solar lights, blankets,

clothes, small children's
clothes, sarees, slippers,
sports items and kits and
solar powered in the entire

village were distributed.
Simultaneously, medical

camps were also organized
in which necessary med-

ical aid was provided to all
the needy people of the vil-
lage and necessary medi-
cines were distributed in
the village itself.

During the program,
Jagdish Prasad Balai
Commandant 212 V Vahini
Republik apprised the vil-
lagers about the works
being done by the govern-
ment in the interest of the
villagers like road con-
struction, school and hos-
pital construction and its
benefits to the people pres-
ent again. Explained.

Simultaneously, public
welfare schemes like MN-
REGA, widow and old age
pension were told to the
masses. The public repre-
sentatives and villagers
present thanked the gov-
ernment and the CRPF for
setting up a CRPF camp
for the protection of the
villagers in sensitive and
inaccessible areas like
Potkapalli.

Work for plucking of
‘Tendupatta’ in full swing

Central Chronicle News

Kondagaon, Mar 07: The
'Green Gold' - Tendupatta
of Bastar region is known
for its quality and with the
state government increas-
ing the MSP on
'Tendupatta', it has provid-
ed new lease of energy to
the labourers involved in
collection of 'Tendupatta'.

There are more than
50000 persons from the en-
tire district involved in
plucking of 'tendupatta'
and this earns them good
income and by which they
are able to improve upon
their economic condition.

Tendupatta is available
in abundance in
Kondagaon district and
this apart from being part
of tribal culture, is impor-
tant from financial point
of view for the forest peo-

ple as well.
This time with chances

of having bumper produc-
tion, the work for 'buta'
harvesting is in full swing.

In forest circle, Mulmula's
'Laghu Vanopaj Sahakari
Samiti', and 'Tendupatta
Buta Katai Tyohar' of
Giroula was organised

from March 3-5 in the lots
of 'Tendupatta Fad'. In this
the villagers took part in
plucking of 'tendupatta' in
large number.

Villagers distributed with
item of day-to-day use
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Kondagaon, Mar 07: As
per instructions from
Commandant 188
Battalion CRPF E/188
Company Mungapadar of
Kondagaon Sunil Kumar
and under leadership of
Dy. Commandant Kailash
Chand, the Medical
Officer Dr N Shyam
Kumar and Inspector
Suresh Javeria and other
jawans of the Company, a
Civic Action Programme
was organised in Gram
Medpal of District
Kondagaon on March 5.

In this camp, the vil-
lagers were distributed
radio, solar lights and
mosquito nets and other
household items. In this
camp the medical officer

examined 224 patients and
provided them free-of-cost
medical facility and con-
sultation and distributed
medicines to them.

To make this pro-
gramme successful,
Sarpanch Gram Medpal
Falsu Baghel, Dy.

Sarpanch Saiboram and
Head Master Govt School
Madpal Soomnath Diwan,
Asst. teacher Vijay Diwan,
Milan Baghel, Sukul
Netam, Sukhdev Yadav
and other public represen-
tatives were present.

In this programme

KailashChand (Dy.
Commandant) gave infor-
mation to villagers about
the public welfare works
and co-operative attitude
and how holding better re-
lations can make them
more prosper and lead a
comfortable life.

By 188 CRPF E /188 Battalion Kondagaon

MP lays stone for ‘Nal-Jal Yojana’
Central Chronicle News

Khairagarh, Mar 07:
New days back the stone
for 'Nal-Jal Yojana' in
Gram Marutola Kala of
Khairagarh block was
done at the hands of LS
MP Santosh Pandey. It is
worthwhile to mention
here that it is after the
Independence it was for
the first time that any MP
reached Marutola Kala
and seeing him the vil-
lagers were equally excit-
ed.

On this occasion LS MP
Santosh Pandey laid stone
for construction works to
be done under 'Nal-Jal
Yojana'. During this for-
mer MLA Dongargarh
Ramji Bharti, District
Panchayat 'sabhapati'
Ghamman Sahu were
present.

On this occasion LS MP

Santosh Pandey said that
despite reaching to their
village for the first time,
he finds lot of happiness
and which is difficult to
express. The Modi-led cen-
tral government under
'Nal-Jal Mission' is provid-
ing pure water to house of
each and every citizen and
for which the foundation
stone was laid in Gram
Marutola.

Ramji Bharti and

Ghamman Sau said that
with this work they will
try their level best that de-
velopment of this village
take place at all level and
they would be able to
carry out works in better
manner. On this occcasion
LS MP rep
Bhagwatsharan Singh,
Biseshar Sahu, BJP leader
Gorelal Verma, Sarpanch
Tularam Sahu and other
villagers were present.

In Gram Marutola Kala in Khairagarh block
CRPF observes Amrit Mahotsav

Three-day training program gets underway
On ‘new dimensions of sustainable farming’ in CU

Cobra Battalion organizes free medical camp

Target set for collection of 2000 
quintals of ‘Food Grade Mahua’
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Raipur, Mar 07: State-
level training session on
Food Grade Mahua collec-
tion to be organized in
Gariyaband on March 5. In
a bid to ensure that forest
dwellers can get maxi-
mum income from the col-
lection of Mahua flowers,
Chhattisgarh Government
has decided to procure
"Food Grade Mahua" col-
lected using scientific
method at Minimum
Support Price this year.
For this, Mahua collectors

are being trained in the
collection of food grade
Mahua flowers. The state
government has fixed min-
imum support price of
Mahua at Rs 33 per kg.
After the declaration of
MSP, the collectors are get-
ting better prices in the
market. Besides, if Mahua
collectors collect food
grade Mahua, then its cost
is Rs 50 per kg. The collec-
tors are getting value up to
Rs 116 per kg for food
grade Mahua obtained as

a result of adopting ad-
vanced technology in
minor forest produce col-
lection and processing
work. A state-level train-
ing session will be organ-
ized on March 5 in village
Farsara of Devbhog area
of Gariyaband district to
provide training to Mahua
collectors regarding the
collection of food grade
Mahua. Nearly 80 Mahua
collectors from across the
will participate in this
training session.

Set in the state
Nearly participants
from across the
state will participate
in the training



GOLDEN TEMPLE VISIT

Swiss ambassador to India, Ralf Heckner (C) and his wife Ilaria Maconi Heckner (3R)
visit Golden Temple in Amritsar, Punjab on Monday.
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BRIEF
Seized

Balasore: A 55-year-
old man has been ar-
rested and brown
sugar worth Rs 26
lakh seized from his
possession in Odisha’s
Balasore district, po-
lice said on Monday.
Acting on a tip-off, ex-
cise and police offi-
cials raided a location
on Kamarda Road and
made the arrest, an of-
ficer said. Further in-
vestigation is under-
way, he added.

Celebrate
Indore: People of
Dhanwantari Nagar
area in Indore cele-
brated the “birthday”
of a garden with a
cake-cutting function
to create awareness
about greenery and
the environment, a
civic official said on
Monday. The event
was observed at Atal
Udyan, spread over
80,000 square feet and
developed jointly by the
5000-odd people of the
locality and Indore
Municipal
Corporation. It will cre-
ate an emotional con-
nection of the people.

Returns
Nagpur: A rickshaw
driver and a physical-
ly-disabled passenger
who returned a bag
containing Rs 1.50
lakh found in the vehi-
cle were felicitated by
Nagpur police.
Rickshaw driver
Sushil Pundalik
Lahutare (50) and pas-
senger Dinesh Anand
Thaware (45) had re-
turned a bag left be-
hind in the vehicle by
one Mehboob Hasan.
The two came to
Pachpaoli police sta-
tion and deposited the
bag. Police managed
to return it to Hasan
with help.

Clash
Mathura: Four peo-
ple sustained injuries
in a clash after they
visited the home of a
local resident, alleg-
ing that beef was
stored there. The inci-
dent took place in the
Manoharpura area
under the Kotwali po-
lice station when
members of the
Gaurakhshak Dal, a
cow vigilante group,
knocked at the door of
a local resident. They
alleged that beef was
stored in the house,
leading to an alterca-
tion and a scuffle.
Four vigilantes were
injured.

Curb
Mumbai: Mumbai
Police Commissioner
Sanjay Pandey asked
builders and construc-
tion contractors to rein
in noise pollution and
provide relief to the
people of the metropo-
lis. Addressing people
via a Facebook Live
session, Pandey, who
was appointed to the
top post recently, said
construction activities
were important but “at
the same time, citizens
should at least have a
noise-free time”.

Held
New Delhi: A 25 year
old man was arrested
on charges of killing a
woman in outer
Delhi’s Bawana area
after she refused to
marry him. They iden-
tified the accused as
Ramveer, an autorick-
shaw driver. The police
said they received a
call apprising them of
the incident. The caller
told us that an uniden-
tified man had stabbed
the woman at K block
area in Bawana. When
police reached the
spot, the victim was
found lying uncon-
scious.

New Delhi, Mar 07 (PTI):

The Delhi High Court
on Monday dismissed for-
mer West Bengal chief sec-
retary Alapan
Bandyopadhyay’s chal-
lenge to the transfer of his
application concerning
proceedings against him
from Kolkata to New Delhi
by the Central
Administrative Tribunal
(CAT).

A bench of Chief
Justice DN Patel and Jyoti
Singh said there was no
reason to interfere with
the transfer, and clarified
that it was not expressing
any opinion on the merits
of the proceedings against
him. Bandyopadhyay had
moved the Kolkata bench
of the CAT to challenge
the proceedings initiated

against him in a matter re-
lated to not attending a
meeting chaired by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
to discuss the effects of cy-
clone ‘Yaas’ at the
Kalaikunda Air Force
Station on May 28 last
year.

The proceedings against
the petitioner were initiat-
ed by the Ministry of
Personnel and Public
Grievance and Pensions.

Counsel for the petition-
er had argued that the
transfer order was passed
in complete violation of

the principles of natural
justice, equity and fair
play as he was not even
granted a right to file his
written objections and the
Centre’s plea was allowed
on the very first day of its
listing.

He had claimed that con-
venience of the officer has
to be considered while is-
suing the order and the pe-
titioner ordinarily and
permanently resides in
Kolkata and the entire
cause of action occurred
within the jurisdiction of
the Kolkata Bench of CAT.

Solicitor General
Tushar Mehta, represent-
ing the Centre, had said till
the time proceedings are
virtual, it does not matter
it happens in Kolkata or
Delhi and the court can
record his request or joint
request that the hearing
shall be held virtual before
the CAT. Bandyopadhyay,
who was not released by

the state government,
chose to retire on May 31,
2021, his original date of
superannuation before
having been given an ex-
tension of three months
from that date.

The Union government
had filed a transfer peti-
tion before the principal
bench of CAT, which on
October 22 last year al-
lowed the transfer of
Bandyopadhyay’s applica-
tion to itself in New Delhi.

On January 6, the
Supreme Court had set
aside a Calcutta High
Court order which
quashed the CAT transfer
order and granted
Bandyopadhyay the liber-
ty to assail the same before
the jurisdictional high
court. The apex court had
delivered its verdict on a
plea filed by the Centre
challenging the October
29, 2021 order of the
Calcutta High Court.

HC dismisses former WB chief secy challenge

Alapan Bandyopadhyay

To transfer of CAT
proceedings

Bhubaneswar, Mar 07 (PTI):

The Special Task Force
(STF) of the Odisha Police
has moved a competent au-
thority under the NDPS Act
to attach assets worth over
Rs 2 crore of Anil Kumar
Pandi, one of the most
wanted drug smugglers” of
the state, a top official said
on Monday.

Under narcotic drugs and
psychotropic substance
(NDPS) Act, there is a provi-
sion of seizing and forfei-
ture of ill-gotten property
((illegally acquired proper-
ty from Narcotics business
in last six years), a senior of-
ficial at the STF said.

The confiscated proper-
ties earned from the pro-
ceeds of drug peddling are
auctioned to the highest bid-
der after the competent au-

thority grants a fresh order
in this regard, the official
said. During investigation
of a NDPS case, properties
worth at least Rs 2 crore, ac-
quired by one Anil Kumar
Pandi of Chhachina village
in Ganjam district, out of il-
legal Ganja business had
been seized, he said.

It is also suspected that he
might be having such prop-
erties in Gujarat and
Maharashtra too, the STF
official said. The Competent
Authority and
Administrator of NDPS
Act, Kolkata, which is a
quasi-judicial authority
under NDPS Act, has been

requested for forfeiture of
the illegally acquired prop-
erty, he said.

On August 13, 2021, about
10 quintals of contraband
ganja, a truck and other in-
criminating documents
were seized. The seized
properties of the fugitive
drug peddler also include a
palatial three storied build-
ing having a swimming
pool, 33 plots and bank de-
posits, the official said. The
cost of the building has
been evaluated by the PWD
and roads and buildings de-
partment at around Rs 1.5
crore. The valuation of
other properties is in
process, the official said.
Pointing out that Anil
Kumar Pandi is one of the
most wanted drug traffick-
ers having multiple cases in
Gujarat and Odisha, the of-
ficial said that his brother
Sunil Pandi had earlier
been arrested by the
Gujarat police.

Odisha STF approaches competent
authority to attach properties

A property of Anil Kumar Pandi.

Of fugitive drug
peddler

Kochi, Mar 07 (PTI):

The Lok Ayukta’s func-
tions are only investiga-
tive in nature and there-
fore, the ordinance
amending the Kerala Lok
Ayukta Act has not made
the executive an appellate
authority nor has it re-
sulted in encroachment
into the judiciary’s do-
main, the LDF govern-
ment has told the High
Court here.

The submission by the
state government has
been made in an affidavit
filed in the high court in
response to a plea chal-
lenging the constitutional
validity of the recent
Kerala Lok Ayukta
(Amendment) Ordinance.

The petition by social

worker RS Sasikumar,
represented by senior ad-
vocate George
Poonthottam, has con-
tended that by passing the
ordinance, the executive
was “encroaching” into
the domain of the judici-
ary and quasi-judicial
bodies in contravention of
the doctrine of separation
of powers emphasised in
the Constitution of India.

Opposing the con-
tention, the state in its af-
fidavit, filed through sen-
ior government pleader V

Manu, has argued that a
reading of the Kerala Lok
Ayukta Act would make it
clear that “functions of
the Lok Ayukta are only
investigative in nature”
and that it was not a court
of law. “It is also trite and
settled law that the nature
and functions of the Lok
Ayukta and Upa Lok
Ayukta are investigative
and that Lok Ayukta and
Upa Lok Ayukta are nei-
ther a court nor a
Tribunal,” it has 
contended.

Lok Ayukta function investigative:
LDF Govt to Kerala HC

Kerala Lok Ayukta

Ordinance does 
not encroach on 
judiciary’s domain

Dehradun, Mar 07 (PTI):

Ahead of the assembly
poll results, BJP leaders
and strategists in
Uttarakhand have begun
internal confabulations
over the possible post-poll
scenarios that may emerge
in the state.

Party strategist Kailash
Vijayvargiya arrived here
and was huddled with for-
mer Union minister
Ramesh Pokhriyal
Nishank at the latter’s res-
idence to discuss how the
party was likely to fare in
the polls.

He also held discussions
with Chief Minister
Pushkar Singh Dhami and
Pradesh BJP president
Madan Kaushik. An im-
portant party meeting to
be attended by party poll
in-charge for Uttarakhand

Pralhad Joshi is also being
held on Monday. The poll
results will be declared on
March 10.

Vijayvargiya is consid-
ered an expert in the poli-
tics of making and break-
ing and meanings are
being read into the timing
of his arrival just ahead of
the poll results.

The stepped up confabu-
lations are being seen as

the party’s efforts to evolve
a formula to cobble up a
majority in case it misses
the magic figure.

If the elections throw up
a hung assembly with nei-
ther of the major players
(Congress and BJP) get-
ting a clear majority, the
role of independents in
government formation
and also those of tri-
umphant candidates from

parties like the BSP, SP
and UKD will become im-
portant.

The arrival of
Vijayvargiya, who is said
to have played a key role in
the rebellion against
Harish Rawat by his
MLAs in 2016, is being
seen from this angle.

The gathering of party
strategists like
Vijayvargiya shows that
contrary to its claims of
winning more than 60
seats this time, the BJP is
not quite optimistic about
getting a comfortable ma-
jority, political observer JS
Rawat said. If the party
misses the majority mark
narrowly it may try to sew
up a majority with the sup-
port of either winning in-
dependents or victorious
candidates from different
parties, he said.

BJP strategists discuss post-poll
scenarios in Uttarakhand

BJP leaders meet in state party office in Dehradun on Monday.

Kolkata, Mar 07 (PTI):

High drama was wit-
nessed on the first day of
the budget session of the
West Bengal assembly on
Monday as Governor
Jagdeep Dhankhar was
forced to table his inaugu-
ral address with BJP
MLAs staging a protest in
the House over alleged vi-
olence in the recently con-
cluded civic elections in
the state.

Dhankhar, who arrived
at the assembly at 2 PM to
deliver the inaugural ad-
dress, could not do it as
BJP legislators carrying
posters and photographs
of alleged victims of civic
poll violence came down
to the well to stage a
protest.

The governor was seen
pleading with the BJP

MLAs to let the proceed-
ings begin but the saffron
MLAs remained adamant.
They raised ‘Jai Shri
Ram’ and ‘Bharat Mata ki
Jai’ slogans.

As the governor was
about to leave the House,
ruling party MLAs includ-
ing Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee request-
ed him to stay, following
which Dhankhar again
urged the BJP lawmakers
to calm down, but in vain.

TMC members also
raised anti-BJP slogans
from 2.26 PM onwards.

Irritated over the
protest, Dhankhar thrice
tried to leave the House
but his way was blocked
by TMC legislators.

The high drama and dis-
ruption of proceedings
continued till 3 PM.

Following repeated re-
quests by the treasury
bench, Dhankhar tabled
his speech and left.

High drama in WB assembly as Guv tables speech 

West Bengal CM Mamata Banerjee greeting Governor
Jagdeep Dhankhar at West Bengal Assembly gate on Monday.

Amid BJP’s protest
against civic poll
violence

New Delhi, Mar 07 (PTI):

The Rajasthan govern-
ment’s decision to set up
high-quality telescopes in
each district, including at
four prominent tourists
spots in Jaipur, will help
promote night sky Astro
tourism, Mugdha Sinha,
Secretary in the state’s
Department of Science and
Technology, has said.

A similar telescope will
also be fixed at Bikaner
House in the national capi-
tal. The move would help in
connecting and promoting
science with the general
public through night sky
Astro tourism, Sinha said.
“The decision to set up
these telescopes would help
promote science, astrono-

my and night sky Astro
tourism in the state. People
keen to read the stars and
the sky can visit Jaipur and
other districts to enjoy the
night tourism,” she told
PTI. It will further boost
tourism activities in Jaipur,

which is described as an as-
tronomical haven by Time
Magazine, the secretary
said. Jaipur is known for its
astronomical marvel like
Jantar Mantar, which was
built in 1734 by Sawai Jai
Singh II.

Telescopes in Rajasthan districts
to promote Astro tourism

Some students observing night sky in Rajasthan.

Mumbai, Mar 07 (PTI):

The Bombay High Court
on Monday directed two
private contractors, select-
ed by the Maharashtra
government to install
CCTV cameras in police
stations across the state, to
appear before the HC on
Friday to explain the delay
in the installation work.

The HC said the two con-
tractors, based in Pune
and Bengaluru, had re-
ceived Rs 23 crore out of
the total Rs 60 crore allo-
cated for the installation of
the CCTVs, hence “they
can afford” to come to
Mumbai.

A bench of Justices S J
Kathawalla and Milind
Jadhav noted that while
the installation of CCTV
cameras was to be com-
pleted within 22 weeks

from the date of their con-
tract finalised in August
last year, the two contrac-
tors had completed instal-
lation of only half of the
targeted number of cam-
eras, and sought an addi-
tional 16 weeks to com-
plete the work.

On February 16 this
year, the Maharashtra gov-
ernment had informed the
HC that the two contrac-
tors Sujata Computers Pvt
Ltd, Pune and Javi
Systems India Pvt Ltd,
Bengaluru were selected
to implement the installa-
tion project, which includ-
ed maintenance of all the
CCTVs and instruments
for five years with effect
from August 6, 2021.

There are 1,089 police
stations in the state and so
far, 6,092 cameras have
been installed in 547 police

stations, the government
said.

Of these, 5,639 cameras
were functional and 453
were non-functional, the
affidavit said, adding that
the contractors have been
directed to rectify the
issue within a month.

The wiring and cabling
work in the remaining 542
police stations was com-
pleted, the affidavit said.

The state had also told
the court that it had allo-
cated Rs 60 crore to install
CCTV cameras in police
stations across the state
and out of this amount,
the two contractors had al-
ready received Rs 23 crore.

On Monday, Rohan
Cama, the amicus curaie
appointed by the court to
assist it in the matter, in-
formed the bench that
since February 16, more

CCTVs had stopped func-
tioning and the total num-
ber of non-functional
cameras now stands at
711.

While the state’s coun-
sel, Shruti Vyas, told the
HC that authorities had is-
sued orders for repair of
such cameras, the court
asked, “Then why haven’t
the repairs been carried
out?”

“The contractors are
from Pune and
Bengaluru. Let them come
to court on the next date.
Ask both of them to come.
Let us interact with them
directly,” the HC said.

“They can afford to
come to Bombay. They
have received Rs 23 crore
out of the total Rs 60 crore.
One trip to Bombay is not
difficult for them,” the
court said.

HC says asks CCTV contractors to appear in court 
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‘Nightmare’ of underage marriage for Moroccan girls

Tamarwoute, Mar 07 (AFP):

Nadia was just 16 when
she was married off to a
violent husband old
enough to be her father
— an ordeal thousands of
Moroccan girls face
every year due to a legal
loophole. “I went through
hell. But the nightmare is
behind me now,” she

said. Nadia, from a re-
mote part of the North
African kingdom’s Anti-
Atlas mountains, man-
aged to win a divorce
after a year of marriage.

Now aged 20 and living
back with her parents in
her village of
Tamarwoute, she is
learning to read and
write.

“My dream is to be in-
dependent, and I’m en-
couraging other girls in
the village to do the
same,” she said shyly, her
face half-covered with a
scarf.

Like the other women
with similar stories quot-
ed in this article, her
name has been changed
to protect her identity.

Morocco’s 2004 family
code puts the legal age of
marriage at 18, but it in-
cludes a clause allowing
judges to give families
special dispensation to
marry off children under
that age. Rights groups
have long called for the
loophole to be closed.

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY

Vendor waits for customers at her street stall selling bouquets for International
Women’s Day in Hanoi on Monday.

BRIEF
Airstrike

Damascus: Israel
fired several missiles
toward Syrian mili-
tary positions near
the capital Damascus
Monday, killing two
civilians and causing
material damage,
Syria’s defense min-
istry said. The min-
istry said in a state-
ment that Israeli war-
planes flying over
neighbouring
Lebanon fired the mis-
siles toward Syria. It
added that Syrian air
defenses shot down
most of the missiles. It
gave no further details
or say how the civil-
ians were killed.

Joins
Toulon: The niece of
French far right
leader Marine Le Pen,
Marion Marechal offi-
cially joined forces
with a rival campaign
for the April 2022 elec-
tions in a blow to her
aunt’s bid. Marechal,
32, who had already
hinted at her move,
addressed a major
rally of far-right pun-
dit Eric Zemmour
who over the last
months has upstaged
Le Pen by becoming
major presence in
campaign. I believe
again that victory is
possible, Marion
Marechal told.

Tornadoes
Winterset: Seven peo-
ple were killed, includ-
ing two children,
when several torna-
does swept through
central Iowa, destroy-
ing homes and knock-
ing down trees and
power lines in US
state’s deadliest storm
in more than a decade,
authorities said.
Emergency manage-
ment officials in
Madison County said
four were injured and
six people were killed
when one tornado
touched down in the
area southwest of Des
Moines near the town
of Winterset.

Pushback
Washington: South
Carolina Sen Lindsey
Graham in US is facing
intense pushback from
all corners of
Washington after calling
for the Russian people to
end the Ukraine war by
assassinating President
Vladimir Putin. White
House press secretary
Jen Psaki said that it is
‘not the position of the
United States govern-
ment.’

Falls
Cairo: Libya’s national
oil company said that an
armed group has shut
down two crucial oil
fields, causing the coun-
try’s daily production of
oil to drop by 330,000 bar-
rels. National Oil
Corporation said the
group closed pump
valves at the Sharara
field, Libya’s largest, and
el-Feel, effectively stop-
ping production in both
areas. Before the shut-
down, Libya’s produc-
tion of oil was at around
1.2 billion barrels per
day. It announced a force
majeure.

Evacuated
Jerusalem: A group
of 100 Ukrainian
Jewish orphans who
were evacuated from
the country after
Russia invaded have
landed in Israel. The
children arrived a few
hours before two
flights carrying
around 300 other
Ukrainian Jewish im-
migrants landed. The
children were evacuat-
ed from the central
Ukrainian city of
Zhytomyr and brought
to Israel by the KKL-
JNF organisation.

Beijing, Mar 07 (AP):

China’s top diplomat on
Monday accused
Washington of trying to
create an Asian version of
the US-European NATO
military alliance and said
it is up to the Biden admin-
istration to improve rela-
tions with North Korea.

US policy toward East
Asia and the Indian Ocean
and efforts to strengthen
military ties with Japan,
Australia and India are a
disaster that disrupts re-

gional peace and stability,”
Wang Yi said at a news
conference.

The comments reflected
the ruling Communist
Party’s ambitions to be
Asia’s undisputed power
and its frustration with re-
sistance from neighbours
to its territorial claims in
the South China Sea and
the Himalayas.

They also reflect
Beijing’s stance toward
Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine. China has
sought to distance itself
from the war by calling for

dialogue and respect for
national sovereignty.

It also has said
Washington is to blame
for the conflict for failing
to take Russia’s security
concerns into considera-
tion.

The United States is
playing geopolitical
games under the pretext
of promoting regional co-
operation, Wang said. He
said this runs counter to
regional desires for coop-
eration and “is doomed to
have no future.

Wang complained
Washington is organizing
US allies to suppress
China. Beijing is irritated
by growing military ties
among the Quad nations
of the United States,
Japan, Australia and
India. China criticised a
US decision last year to
supply technology for
Australia to field its first
nuclear-powered sub-
marines. The real purpose
of the Indo-Pacific strate-

gy’ is to create an Indo-
Pacific version of NATO,
he said. The Western al-
liance’s expansion was
cited by Russian President
Vladimir Putin as one rea-
son behind his invasion of
Ukraine.Beijing’s as-
sertive foreign policy and
claims to disputed territo-
ries in the South China
Sea and the Himalayas
have antagonised Japan,
India and other neigh-
bours. Wang called on the
Biden administration to
revive the spirit of the
1970s agreements that
opened US relations with
the communist Beijing
government.

The United States still
spares no effort to carry
out intense competition
with China, constantly at-
tacking and provoking
trouble on issues regard-
ing China’s core interests,
Wang said. Washington
should return to the right
track of rationality and
pragmatism,” he said.

China lashes US over Quad, North Korea

Wang Yi

Moroccan women prepare bread in the village of Tamarwoute.

Nice, Mar 07 (AP):

While most of the world
is shunning President
Vladimir Putin over
Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine, one of the few
leaders keeping an open
line of communication is
French President
Emmanuel Macron.

Macron’s diplomatic ef-
forts to prevent the war
failed, but he’s not giving
up: the two men have spo-
ken four times since
Russian forces attacked
Ukraine on February 24,
and 11 times over the past
month.

The French leader,
whose country holds the
European Union’s rotating
presidency, is now one of
the few outsiders with a
view into Putin’s mindset
at the time of the largest
military invasion in

Europe since World War II.
Israeli Prime Minister

Naftali Bennett is also be-
coming a mediator, meet-
ing Putin on a surprise
visit to Moscow on
Saturday and spoke with
him again by phone on
Sunday. Macron’s relent-
less push for dialogue re-
flects France’s post-World
War II tradition of carving

out its own geopolitical
path and its refusal to
blindly follow the United
States.

After Russian troops
pushed deep into Ukraine,
Macron’s resolve to main-
tain communication chan-
nels with Putin is provid-
ing Western allies with in-
sight into the Russian
leader’s state of mind, his
intentions on the battle-
field and at home in
Russia as the Kremlin
cracks down on oppo-
nents.

He is keeping a diplo-
matic channel open for the
West in case Putin might
want to de-escalate and
look for a way out of this
crisis, said Benjamin
Haddad, a senior director
for Europe at the Atlantic
Council in Paris and a
member of Macron’s
party. Macron has also spo-

ken to Putin on behalf of
Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy,
Haddad said, trying to ex-
tract some mercy from
Putin: local cease-fires,
safe passage for trapped
civilians and access to hu-
manitarian aid. During
their most recent call on
Sunday that came at
Macron’s request, the
French leader and Putin
focused for nearly two
hours on the safety of
Ukraine’s nuclear plants.

Putin said he doesn’t in-
tend to attack them and
agreed on the principle of
dialogue between the
International Atomic
Energy Agency, Ukraine
and Russia on the issue,
according to a French offi-
cial who spoke on condi-
tion of anonymity in line
with the French presiden-
cy’s practices.

Macron keeps open line to Putin as war rages

Emmanuel Macron

Women agree that
all girls have right to
education

Hong Kong, Mar 07 (AFP):

For the last eight years
Mathilde and her family
have called Hong Kong
home, but as the coron-
avirus tears through the
city they are joining an ex-
odus of foreign workers
looking for an escape
route.

“We are leaving and we
will come back to empty
our house whenever that
is possible,” she told AFP,
declining to give her sur-
name and nationality. “All
our close friends are leav-
ing.”

For Mathilde it was the
risk of being separated
from her three Hong

Kong-born children that
was the final straw after
two years of tough “zero-
Covid” restrictions. “We
want to get our children
out of here above all,” she
said.

Hong Kong used main-
land China’s “zero-Covid”
strategy to keep the virus
at bay, until the highly in-
fectious Omicron variant
broke through at the start
of the year.

But while other places
that deployed similar tac-
tics such as Australia,
New Zealand and
Singapore are learning to
live with the virus, Hong
Kong is doubling down —
even as it records tens of
thousands of new infec-
tions each day.

The city has been or-
dered by China, the only
major economy still pur-
suing zero-Covid, to curb
the outbreak at all costs.

All 7.4 million residents
will be tested later this
month and authorities are
building a network of iso-
lation camps to house the
infected, deepening fears
that families will be sepa-
rated in the months
ahead.

As a result, departures
have skyrocketed with a
net outflow of 71,000 peo-
ple — including 63,000 res-
idents — in February, the
highest since the pandem-
ic began.

Travel restrictions have
been hard on Hong Kong’s
foreign workers, who
make up nearly 10 percent
of the population.

Borders have been effec-
tively sealed to visitors
and residents who do re-
turn have faced two to
three weeks in expensive
hotel quarantines
throughout most of the
pandemic.

COVID-19 chaos pushes expats to exit Hong Kong

Expat familes depart Hong Kong’s Chek Lap Kok international airport.

Washington, Mar 07 (PTI):

US First Lady Dr Jill
Biden has praised the role
of an eminent Indian-
American tech entrepre-
neur and community
leader in taking the mes-
sage of the Biden adminis-
tration to the public.

The First Lady, during a
closed-door meeting with
some of the top
Democratic Party leaders
in Silicon Valley, men-
tioned the name of Indian-
American entrepreneur
from Silicon Valley, Ajay
Jain Bhutoria, and his
contributions.

During the meeting in
Silicon Valley last week,
she recollected her visit to
Bhutoria’s house during
the presidential election
campaign. According to
those present at the meet-
ing, the First Lady praised
Bhutoria for his strong
support for President
Biden and the Democratic

Party.
Bhutoria, a finance com-

mittee member of the
Democratic Party, said
that President Biden and
Secretary of State Antony
Blinken and their team
are doing great work in
leading and keeping the
NATO allies together in
support of Ukraine.

President Biden has
united the world, he said.

Russia is quite literally
shut off from the global
economy now. Major cred-
it cards, including Visa
and Mastercard, transac-
tions suspended, flights
soon to be grounded, most
Western airspace restrict-
ed, Western businesses
pulled out, domestic busi-
nesses sanctioned.
Russian banks are banned
from SWIFT.

“The Russian Ruble and
the Stock market continue
to crash. Germany halted
certification of the Nord
Stream 2 gas pipeline,

Russian athletes cannot
compete in several
sports activities, he said.

Swiss Bank putting
sanctions and asset
freeze applying to
Russian President
Vladimir Putin, Prime
Minister Mikhail
Mishustin and Foreign
Minister Sergey
Lavrov...are definitely
putting immense pres-
sure on the Russian
economy in both imme-
diate short term and
long term, he added.

Bhutoria said the
Ukrainian people are
showing the world what
it means to fight for free-
dom. Their bravery and
heroism are inspiring.
Moscow has to pay the
price for its uncon-
scionable actions. The
attack on Kharkiv is a
war crime and now is
the time for NATO allies
to list Russia as a state
sponsor of terrorism.

US First Lady Jill Biden praises Indian-American leader

Tehran, Mar 07 (AP):

A top Iranian official
said on Monday that his
country is seeking creative
ways to restore its nuclear
deal with world powers
after Russia’s foreign min-
ister linked sanctions on
Moscow over its war on
Ukraine to the ongoing ne-
gotiations.

The tweet by Ali
Shamkhani, the secretary
of Iran’s powerful
Supreme National
Security Council, offers
the first high-level ac-
knowledgment of the de-
mands of Russian Foreign
Minister Sergey Lavrov.

Vienna participants act
& react based on interests
and it’s understandable,
Shamkhani wrote.

Our interactions ... are
also solely driven by our

people’s interests. Thus,
we’re assessing new ele-
ments that bear on the ne-
gotiations and will accord-
ingly seek creative ways to
expedite a solution.

In recent days, negotia-
tors on all sides in Vienna
had signalled that a poten-
tial deal was close as the
head of the United
Nations’ nuclear watch-
dog agreed to a timetable

with Iran for it disclose an-
swers to long-standing
questions it had about
Tehran’s program.

But Lavrov on Saturday
said he wanted guarantees
at least at the level of the
secretary of state that the
US sanctions would not af-
fect Moscow’s relationship
with Tehran. That threw
into question the months
of negotiations held so far
on restoring the 2015 deal,
which saw Iran agree to
drastically limit its enrich-
ment of uranium in ex-
change for the lifting of
economic sanctions.

On Sunday, US
Secretary of State Antony
Blinken called Lavrov’s de-
mand irrelevant as the nu-
clear deal and sanctions
on Moscow over the
Ukraine war were totally
different.

Iran seeks creative ways to nuke
deal after Russian demand

Ali Shamkhani

Seoul, Mar 07 (AP):

The race between South
Korea’s two leading presi-
dential candidates has seen
unprecedented levels of
toxic rhetoric, mudslinging
and lawsuits. How bad is it?

‘Hitler,’ ‘beast,’ and ‘para-
site’ are some of the choicer
insults leveled by both
camps. Some are even call-
ing it ‘The Squid Game
Election,’ in reference to
Netflix’s megahit survival
drama where people are
killed if they lose children’s
games.

And the stakes? There’s
widespread speculation
that the loser will be arrest-
ed. ‘It’s a dreadful presiden-
tial election when the los-
ing contender faces prison.
Please survive this dogfight
in the mire!’ senior opposi-
tion politician Hong Joon-
pyo wrote on Facebook.

Just days before
Wednesday’s election, Lee
Jae-myung from the liberal
governing Democratic
Party and Yoon Suk Yeol
from the main conservative
opposition People Power
Party are locked in an ex-
tremely tight race.

Their negative cam-
paigns are aggravating

South Korea’s already se-
vere political divide at a
time when it faces a bat-
tered, pandemic-hit econo-
my, a balancing act over
competition between its
main ally, Washington, and
its top trade partner, China,
and a raft of threats and
weapons tests from rival
North Korea.

South Korea’s election
gets ugly campaign

China calls Russia its chief
strategic partner

Beijing: Wang Yi called
Russia Beijing’s most
important strategic
partner, amid its con-
tinued refusal to con-
demn the invasion of
Ukraine. Beijing has
said sanctions create
new issues and threaten.

Lee Jae-myung, center, the presidential candidate of 
ruling Democratic Party, poses with his supporters in Seoul.
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Spearheads
'What happened, my daughter?'

asked father seeing swelling on her
face. Face of the girl was raging
with the anger. Tears of insult were
lying concealed in the eyes. 'A
Mughal slapped me,' she
answered, in choked voice. 'Why,
what happened?' 'I told him not to
exhale the smoke through his
'hukka' at the statue in the temple.'
'Oh! That's so,'- was the only reply
of father, sinking into deep silence.
'That wicked must be punished,
father,' continued girl. Even then
father could not come out of his
silence; obviously, because he him-
self was living under the slavery of
Mughals. Time passed; and, the girl
grew matured. She got married;
her husband was a 'jagirdar'. Once,
on getting chance, she broke the
matter before him of that child-
hood disgraceful incident -'You are
brave on battlefield. Why don't you
repel out of our land these wicked
invaders bringing disgrace to our
places of worship?' Like her father,
husband also responded timidly-
'Forget the things of childhood'. He
himself was serving the Sultan,
devoid of self-respect!  Time
marched forward.  She got preg-
nant; son was in her womb. Even
then she continued to be absorbed
day-night in one thought: 'How the
country should be freed from the
atrocities of the foreign invaders?
Who would fulfill this perilously
arduous task?' And, meanwhile, a
son had born to her. As the child
grew up, the mother nourished him
with the virtues of bravery and
prowess, telling him the tales of
great personalities. She wanted
such a boy who could instill a new
life in badly enervated Hindu com-
munity, and could avenge the
insults meted out to her and nation,
eventually. And, the virtues that
she imparted on the boy got her
wish fulfilled; he emerged as a cen-
tre of hope for Hindu community in
the future course of time. And, the
boy was none other than
Chhatrapati Shivaji, and the moth-
er was Jijabai. And it was Shivaji,
we know, who laid the foundation
of  Maratha empire, about  which
Jawaharlal Nehru writes -' The
Marathas and Sikhs were the
spearheads  of the Hindu revival.
And the Mughal empire was finally
overthrown by them, not by the
British' 

RRaajjeesshh  PPaatthhaakk,,  BBhhooppaall

Digital currency
The Government, while present-

ing the Union Budget, had
announced the arrival of 'digital
rupee' in the next fiscal year. To be
introduced with the objective of
attaining a more efficient currency
management system, the digital
rupee will be issued by RBI using
blockchain technology. Being one
of the most awaited announce-
ments, the digital rupee is likely to
have a host of benefits if properly
introduced. Firstly, the cost of
printing and transporting physical
currency will eventually come
down with more people shifting
towards digital currency. Secondly,
with the digital rupee, the scope
for counterfeiting will be almost
negligible. Thirdly, the traceability
of money will increase and its
anonymity will decrease. It shall be
much easier to ascertain whether
the money is reaching the intended
beneficiary or not. Owing to the
same reason, incidents of tax eva-
sion are also likely to come down.
Moreover, the digital rupee can be
so programmed so as to control its
allocation towards development of
various sectors. In a nutshell, it can
be concluded that the introduction
of digital rupee is truly a right step
in the path towards realizing the
goal of digital India.

MMaanniisshh  KKuummaarr,,  vviiaa  eemmaaiill

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

WHAT THEY TWEET!

TTaannvvii  RRaauutt@@ttrrddeessssaaii

You can't make progress in
business without hurting a
few egos and upsetting peo-
ple. It's just the nature of
things. You're always acting
to protect your interests.
Our conflict-averse middle
class upbringing does not
prepare us for this.

CCVVeelliinnaa@@vvttcchhaakkaarroovvaa
Even bigger miscalculation by the
West was not China's actions (the
#Dragonbear) to support Russia, but
India's stance on Russia's war
against Ukraine. India is looking
after its own geopolitical interests in
the midst of the greatest recalibra-
tion of the global order since 1945.

BBaallaakkrriisshhnnaann@@BBaallaakkrriisshhnnaannRR
Ukraine as a destination for
education for the Indian is sure-
ly over. The racism reported is
inhuman. An action plan from
the government, can probably
help the returned students who
will be under stress. Blend them
into the local system.

BBhhaawwnnaa@@BBhhaawwnnaaKKaakk

I said this on Jan 19th 2020.
I stand by it. I will support
any movie that talks about
the story of Kashmiri
Pandits. The story that
needs to be told. Truthfully.
With more reviews coming
in, the heart feels better
after a long time. Can't wait
to watch it.

SSaaddhhaavvii  KKhhoossllaa@@ssaaddhhaavvii
One can rise only as high as the object and the objective of one's focus.

HHiinnddooll@@HHiinnddoollSSeenngguuppttaa
The strategic decision to have a
home-grown UPI system be the
backbone of all digital financial
transactions in India rather than
have a clutch of private companies
own the system will go down as one
of the best strategic decisions India
has made in its independent history.

T he rupee hit a lifetime low of 76.96 per dollar as a
surge in crude oil prices threatened to push up im-

ported inflation and widen trade deficits. This week's
dramatic freeze of the Russian central bank overseas as-
sets in response to Moscow's invasion of Ukraine may
now question just why countries build foreign currency
reserves at all. G7 and European Union governments
moved to block certain Russian banks' access to the
SWIFT international payment system - but went one
step further than many expected by paralyzing about
half the Russian central bank's USD 630 billion worth of
foreign currency and gold reserves. The United States, at
least, also sanctioned the Russia sovereign wealth fund,
the Russian Development Investment Fund. While a
huge blow for Russia's economy, the move quickly
prompted questions about whether targeting reserve
holdings as an act of 'economic warfare' may prompt a
rethink by reserve managers across the globe not least
in countries that may be at loggerheads or face a poten-
tial conflict with US or EU governments over where to
bank their national stash. Strategy of economic warfare
may change nature of forex trading and exim policies in
context of India. It's a potentially huge issue for world
markets given that central bank foreign currency re-
serves totalled a record USD 12.83 trillion late last year, a
rise of USD 11 trillion over the past 20 years. This money
is held mostly in US and European government bills and
bonds with the US dollar still accounting for almost 60
percent of that and the euro about 20 percent. But of
course China itself for all its fraught relationship with
the West, has been the biggest reserve stockpiler since it
joined the global trading system 20 years ago amid tight
control of its exchange rate. More than USD 3 trillion of
its USD 3.22 trillion hoard was amassed since 2000, pre-
cisely to offset foreign inflows to keep a lid on the yuan.
If currency balances were to become worthless comput-
er entries and didn't guarantee buying essential stuff,
Moscow would be rational to stop accumulating them
and stockpile physical wealth in oil barrels, rather than
sell them to the West. At the very least, more of Russia's
money will likely shift into gold and Chinese assets.

The power of this set of tools relies on the US dollar's
status as the world's pre-eminent currency for interna-
tional payments and also for foreign-exchange reserve
holdings of central banks. The US also has outsize influ-
ence over the Swift messaging system. Could China and
India allow Russia to evade sanctions? The relatively
modest financial footprint of those economies and their
exposure to secondary sanctions limit the viability of
this escape route. But surely the lesson that these coun-
tries will take away is the need to reduce their vulnera-
bility to sanctions. That will be feasible in some dimen-
sions but not in others. International payments and
messaging systems are ripe for change. New financial
technologies are making it easier to conduct financial
transactions directly between pairs of emerging mar-
ket currencies. Directly exchanging rubles, rupees, or
renminbi for one another without first exchanging
those currencies into or out of dollars is becoming
cheaper and quicker, reducing the reliance on dollar-
based finance. Swift's messaging system obviates hur-
dles related to differences in operating language, tech-
nological protocols, and regulatory requirements be-
tween banks in various countries. Innovations such as
Bitcoin's blockchain technology could render Swift's
business model obsolescent within a few years. In short,
the dollar's dominance in international payments will
inevitably erode, although it will probably remain the
most important payment currency, and the relevance of
Swift will fade. Surely this will lead not just Russia but
also other countries to shift out of dollars and euros,
and into the currencies of friendlier countries like
China. But as Russia is discovering, at crunch time, ren-
minbi reserves are of limited help in preventing the
ruble's collapse.

Economic warfare

F eminism is inclusivity. It's equality. It's proper
representation. It's women speaking for them-

selves and being heard. It's little children growing up
seeing the women in their lives represented in the books
they read and movies they watch. Women bear most of
the responsibility for holding societies together, be it at
home, school, in healthcare or caring for the elderly.
Humans need hope. Some sectors have proved resilient
even in these challenging times. The sturdiest among
these is the self-help group (SHG) movement in India,
which is one of the most powerful incubators of female
resilience and entrepreneurship in rural areas. It is a
powerful channel for altering the social construct of
gender in villages. Women in rural areas are now able to
create independent sources of income. While there were
many young semi-literate women who have home-
grown skills, the absence of capital and regressive social
norms prevents them from taking a full plunge in any
decision-making role and setting up their own independ-
ent business. It is primarily within the SHG milieu that
village women have been able to hone their rudimentary
skills. This meant that they could not think of any
unique businesses that could leapfrog them to more
profitable avenues.

Hand-sewing was the most common skill that most
women picked up in their maternal homes. Here also,
those who could use their skills with some creative in-
sight could succeed. They had also to compete with qual-
ified male tailors who pursued the vocation as a heredi-
tary activity. Some of these women would be appren-
ticed to a trained tailor to help them graduate to full tai-
loring skills. SHGs are typically groups of 8-10 women
who meet once a week to collect money from their mem-
bers, connecting them to banks and loaning them
money at low-interest rates. Financial access and other
support have enabled village women to boost their fami-
lies' incomes. When these enterprises thrive, so do the
families and communities that depend on them. While
these microloans have long been a strategy to alleviate
destitution among women, they also have the broader
purpose of pumping up local economies. Amid uncer-
tainly, SHG movement is reason for hope in India.

SHG movement
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Women inmates learn sewing at Central Jail No 6 of Tihar under supervision of prison staff, which will help them empower
them to earn and become sufficient after they complete prison sentence, in New Delhi.

EMPOWERING WOMEN INMATES

T hroughout the Swachh Bharat
Mission Grameen (SBM-G)

campaign, the contribution of women
has been nothing short of astounding.
From breaking stereotypes to over-
coming the bias in communities, they
have taken on multiple roles to achieve
the goals of the Government's flagship
programmes while contributing to the
health and well-being of their commu-
nities.  Among the various roles
women have taken are that of Rani
Mistris to construct toilets;  Green
Ambassadors to collect, segregate and
treat waste; caretakers to operate and
maintain community sanitary com-
plexes;  health promoters to promote
Covid Appropriate Behaviour; Inter
Personal Communication (IPC) practi-
tioners to build awareness about best
practices in hygiene and sanitation;
Swachhagrahis to engage in sanitation
work; entrepreneurs to start Bartan
banks or make sanitary napkins amid
scores of other roles, all of which have
led to sustainable benefits for their vil-
lages. On this International Women's
Day 2022, I would like to commend
their efforts.  Their grit and determina-
tion and more importantly the versatil-
ity they have shown time and again
have demonstrated that with the right
support, women are capable of any-
thing.  Often, they are adaptable
enough to acquire new skills, embrace
new ideas and go the extra mile to em-
power themselves.  Indeed, the
women of our villages deserve ap-
plause. Some instances showcase the
indispensable role they have played in
the Swachh Bharat Mission Grameen.

In various gram panchayats (GPs)
of Gadag district in Karnataka, the re-
sponsibility of waste management has
been entrusted to the Sanjeevini
Women Self Help Federation of Gram
Panchayats.  The activity ensures sus-

tained income for rural women who
are offered an alternate source of
livelihood.  Never in their wildest
dreams would those women have ever
envisioned that they would drive
trucks, thereby storming yet another
male bastion and providing an invalu-
able service to society. In
Mahasamand District of Chhattisgarh
women Self Help Groups (SHGs) who
can turn their hands to anything have
shown their mettle once again through
the opening of Bartan Banks.  Bartan
banks that lend crockery and cooking
utensils for a nominal sum were their
answer to the single use plastic (SUP)
ban in villages.  The SHG women who
double up as Swachhagrahis came up
with the idea of procuring steel/metal
plates and glasses as well as cooking
utensils that people can borrow for
marriages or other family functions
and return them to the bank for a
small fee. In a brilliant example of
home-based plastic reduction solu-
tions under the 3Rs (Reduce, reuse, re-
cycle) in the rural areas; women Self
Help Groups (SHGs) of Shajapur
District in Madhya Pradesh, are taking
an active role in the fight against plas-
tic.  This is very much in keeping with
the Phase II of Swachh Bharat Mission
Grameen (SBM-G) that aims to sustain
ODF status and manage solid and liq-
uid waste effectively to bring about vi-
sual cleanliness in villages.

A walk through the Patangarh vil-
lage in Karanjiya Block of the tribal
District of Dindori in Madhya Pradesh
and one is bound to come upon bright-
ly colours walls bearing key sanitation
messages.  The wall paintings are the
creation of women who depict scenes
of clean villages, complete with toilets
attached to every house and dustbins,
featuring the importance of safe hy-
gienic behaviours and practices.

Around eleven thousand women had
participated in Lok Chitra Kala se
Swachhata Samvaad (A dialogue on
sanitation through folk art) – a cam-
paign conducted by the Panchayat and
Rural Development Department of the
Government of Madhya Pradesh. Two
Self Help Groups namely, Star SHG
and Sanis SHG have been successfully
involved in vermicomposting activities
in Shivapuram Gram Panchayat (GP)
of Rangat Block in the North and
Middle Andaman district.  Their initia-
tive has shown that women can play a
vital role in vermicomposting that
would not only increase crop yield but
also treat solid waste, while contribut-
ing to visual cleanliness of the villages.
The district administration of
Siddharthnagar in Uttar Pradesh has
assigned the responsibility of opera-
tion and maintenance of community
sanitary complexes to women SHGs.
In this regard, a detailed plan of action
has been developed, outlining respon-
sibilities of different members, ensur-
ing availability of cleaning agents,
maintenance of complaint register,
regular cleaning of CSCs as per a
schedule, use of safety kit by Safai
Karmis, and prevention of theft.

Thuvur, a rural village in
Malappuram District of Kerala has be-
come a perfect example for decen-
tralised management of solid waste by
strictly following and implementing
the state's waste management policy
of source segregation, source level
composting and handing over of clean
and dry segregated waste to the
Green Task Force, popularly known as
Haritha Karma Sena (HKS), which is
predominantly a women's group in
Kerala. During the height of Covid,
Swachhagrahis in Balod district of
Chhattisgarh concentrated on keeping
their villages clean in an effort to pro-
tect people from coronavirus infection.
As per state government directive,
they held a sanitation drive, cleaning
all villages and managing their waste
efficiently.  They also made simple
homemade masks and distributed
them to the public, advising them how
to clean and dispose of them; and in-
volved in awareness building about
COVID-19, informing people to stay in-
doors, practice social distancing, prac-
tice frequent handwashing with soap
and water and use of hand sanitizers.
In order to protect her village commu-

nity from the COVID-19 pandemic,
Sarpanch Gurpreet Kaur from Cholang
village in Jalandhar district of Punjab
along with her panchayat members
spread awareness about the deadly
coronavirus infection, motivating peo-
ple to adhere to the instructions issued
by the district administration and pro-
vided information about covid appro-
priate behaviour.  They also asked
women to guard the village entrance
and take care of security checks from
8 AM to 8 PM.   They also appointed
five volunteers to supply food and
medicine to people at their doorsteps.
The success of the SBM-G campaign in
Jharkhand rested on the leadership
roles of women that enabled the state
to attain ODF (open defecation free)
status in a time bound manner with
construction of quality toilets.  

The women and Rani Mistris are
currently working with the same de-
termination to sustain the ODF status.
Knowing well that women were capa-
ble, the district administration of
Aligarh in Uttar Pradesh organized an
intensive training programme for
women swachhagrahis in Lodha and
Jabaan Blocks to train them on various
facets of sustaining open defecation
free (ODF) status and solid and liquid
waste management (SLWM) that
would enable villages to move from
ODF to ODF Plus. From these in-
stances, clearly, the best part of
Swachh Bharat Mission Grameen
(SBM-G) was that it provided women
legitimate shots at leadership roles in
which many of them excelled, bringing
about transformation, positive behav-
iour and lasting change to their vil-
lages. Another area of focus in the
Swachh Bharat Mission Grameen is
Menstrual Hygiene Management
which has been included as an impor-
tant component in the programme.
We need to ensure access to sanitary
pads to all women and setting up of
sanitary napkin dispensers and incin-
erators in schools and public toilets.
Finally, my appreciation also goes to
the women self-help groups in India.
They continue to drive all water and
sanitation programmes and during the
pandemic ran community kitchen and
fought mis-information, in addition to
all other tasks.

((VViinnii  MMaahhaajjaann  iiss  SSeeccrreettaarryy  iinn  UUnniioonn
MMiinniissttrryy  ooff  JJaall  SShhaakkttii..))

Women continue to play critical role in ‘swachhata’

RRiittiisshhaa@@MMuunnddhhrraaRRiittiisshhaa
What a beautiful gift given by our
women's team on this women's
day to the nation!!#
WomenInBlue India win against
Pakistan. Hamari choriya choro
se kam h ke. Not really # CWC22
# INDvPAK #SmritiMandhana #
womensday .

VINI MAHAJAN
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BRIEF
Invests

New Delhi: Casual
wear and apparel
brand The Souled
Store on Monday said
Bollywood actor Sara
Ali Khan has invested
an undisclosed
amount in it. Khan
said that in short span
of time, The Souled
Store (TSS) has carved
niche for itself in ca-
sual wear space.

Training
New Delhi: Skill-
Lync on Monday said
it has partnered with
Renault Nissan
Technology and
Business Centre India
(RNTBCI) for training
and up-skilling of pro-
fessionals. The part-
nership will drive
comprehensive talent
transformation pro-
grammes and the two
partners will launch
co-branded pro-
grammes to build a
talent pipeline for
their future needs.
RNTBCI is captive
centre supporting 
automotive alliance
Renault and 
Nissan globally.

Raises

New Delhi: Otipy,
which mainly sells
fresh vegetables and
fruits through its mo-
bile app, has raised Rs
235 crore from in-
vestors including
Westbridge Capital to
grow its business.
CEO Varun Khurana
said leveraging fast
supply chain 
we aim to provide
fresh produce.

Majority
New Delhi: CAMS,
which acts as a regis-
trar and transfer
agent for mutual
funds, on Monday said
it has acquired major-
ity stake in Fintuple
Technologies, a fin-
tech platform for al-
ternative investment
funds (AIFs) and port-
folio managers. With
the addition of
Fintuple’s portfolio of
offerings, CAMS is
geared towards fur-
ther strengthening its
value proposition for
AIF and PMS (portfo-
lio management serv-
ices) marketplace, ac-
cording to statement.

Plans

New Delhi: Curated
Living Solutions
plans to set up a USD
200-million fund to
develop rented homes
for students, indus-
trial workers and
working profession-
als. CEO Jai Kishan
Challa told PTI there
is a huge demand for
safe and quality
homes for rental 
purposes.

Mumbai, Mar 07 (PTI):

The rupee tanked 84
paise to close at its lifetime
low of 77.01 (provisional)
against the US dollar on
Monday as intensifying
geopolitical risks due to
the Russia-Ukraine con-
flict pushed investors to
safe haven assets.

Forex traders said esca-
lating tensions between
Russia and Ukraine kept
crude oil prices at an ele-
vated level and heightened
worries about domestic in-
flation and wider trade
deficits.

Sustained foreign fund
outflows and a lacklustre
trend in domestic equities
also weighed on investor
sentiment. At the inter-
bank foreign exchange

market, the rupee opened
at 76.85 against the
American currency but
lost ground and settled for
the day at a record low of
77.01, down 84 paise from
the previous close. On
Friday, the rupee fell by 23

paise to close at 76.17 — its
lowest closing level since
December 15, 2021. “The
Indian rupee has plum-
meted to a lifetime low
against the US dollar as

the deepening Russia-
Ukraine conflict has

sapped risk ap-
petite in the mar-

ket while
prompt-
i n g
s a f e -
haven
flows
i n t o

the US dollar,” said
Sugandha Sachdeva, Vice
President - Commodity
and Currency Research,
Religare Broking Ltd.

Besides, the parabolic
rise in crude oil prices to-
wards multi-year highs

and spiralling commodity
prices are fuelling infla-
tionary risks, which is a
key headwind for the
rupee-dollar exchange
rate, Sachdeva added.

According to Sachdeva,
the overall trend for the
Indian rupee is skewed to-
wards the downside and
“a convincing close below
the 77 mark would pave
the way for further down-
side towards 77.50 mark in
near term, while we envis-
age the local currency to
test the 79 mark from a
medium-term perspec-
tive.” Meanwhile, the dol-
lar index, which gauges
the greenback’s strength
against a basket of six
currencies, was trading
0.46 per cent higher at
99.09.

Rupee plummets 84 paise to
all-time low of 77.01 per USD

Mumbai, Mar 07 (PTI):

Equity benchmarks re-
ceived a severe drubbing
on Monday, with the
Sensex tumbling 1,491
points amid extremely
weak global markets and
elevated oil prices trig-
gered by the Russia-
Ukraine conflict.

Extending its down-
trend for the fourth
straight session, the 30-

share BSE Sensex opened
on a weak note and
slumped 1,966.71 points or
3.61 per cent to 52,367.10
during the day. It finally
managed to recover some
of the lost ground and set-
tled at 52,842.75, a decline
of 1,491.06 points or 2.74
per cent. Similarly, the
broader NSE Nifty tanked
382.20 points or 2.35 per
cent to close at 15,863.15.
“The southward journey

is continued in the Indian
equity market on the back
of intense geopolitical ten-
sion where boiling crude
oil prices is spooking the
investors’ sentiment in
India. Brent crude is trad-
ing near USD 130 per bar-
rel which is a multi-year
high level.

“Higher crude oil prices
are leading to weakness in
the rupee whereas relent-
less selling by FIIs is also
causing pressure in our
market,” according to
Parth Nyati, founder of
Tradingo.

From the 30-share pack,
Indusind Bank, Axis
Bank, Maruti Suzuki,
Bajaj Finance, Bajaj
Finserv, UltraTech
Cement and Mahindra &
Mahindra were the biggest
drags, tumbling up to 7.63
per cent.

Sensex nosedives 1,491 points
amid jittery global markets

New Delhi, Mar 07 (PTI):

Gold in the national cap-
ital on Monday rallied by
Rs 1,298 to Rs 53,784 per 10
gram in line with strong
international precious
metal prices and sharp
rupee depreciation, ac-
cording to HDFC
Securities.

The yellow metal had in
the previous trade fin-
ished at Rs 52,486 per 10
grams.

Silver also jumped Rs
1,910 to Rs 70,977 per kg,
from Rs 69,067 per kg in
the previous trade.

The rupee tanked 84
paise to close at its life-
time low of 77.01 (provi-
sional) against the US dol-
lar on Monday as intensi-
fying geopolitical risks
due to the Russia-Ukraine
conflict pushed investors
to safe haven assets.

In the international
market, gold was trading
with gains at USD 1,996 an
ounce and silver was flat
at USD 25.81 an ounce.

“Gold prices traded
higher with spot gold
prices at COMEX trading
1.31 per cent up at USD
1,996 per ounce on Monday.

“Gold prices rallied
above USD 2,000 per ounce
on Monday trading on es-
calated tension between

Russia and Ukraine,” said
Tapan Patel, senior ana-
lyst (commodities), HDFC
Securities.

Navneet Damani, senior
vice-president (commodi-
ties research) of Motilal
Oswal Financial Services,
said, “Gold continued to
move higher witnessing a
sharp upside touching the
USD 2,000 level, investors
rushed towards the safe
havens as increase in ten-

sion between Russia and
Ukraine and continuous
updates regarding the war
give a boost to bullion
prices.”

Gold prices on Monday
rose by Rs 1,161 to Rs
53,720 per 10 grams in the
futures trade as specula-
tors created fresh posi-
tions on a firm spot de-
mand.

On the Multi
Commodity Exchange,
gold contracts for April de-
livery traded higher by Rs
1,161 or 2.21 per cent to Rs
53,720 per 10 grams in a
business turnover of
11,258 lots.

Fresh positions built up
by participants led to the
rise in gold prices, ana-
lysts said.

Globally, gold prices
traded 1.47 per cent higher
to USD 1,995.60 per ounce
in New York.

Gold jumps Rs 1,298, silver zooms Rs 1,910 on global trends

NNooiiddaa,,  MMaarr  0077::

HCL Foundation (HCLF), the
CSR (corporate social responsi-
bility) arm of HCL Technologies,
today announced the winning
NGOs of the seventh edition of
HCL Grant, a flagship program
dedicated to supporting diverse,
innovative and inclusive initia-
tives of NGOs for sustainable
transformation of rural India in
areas of environment, health and
education. Three winning NGOs,
one each in the development
areas of environment, health and
education, received ?5 crores
(US$671,140) each for three to
five-year projects. The remaining
two finalists in each category will
receive one-year grants of ?25
lakhs (US$33,557) each, making
a total grant of ?16.5 crores
(US$2.21 million).  The winning
NGOs of HCL Grant 2022 are -

Environment Professional
Assistance for Development
Action (PRADAN), Health -The
Association for People with
Disability (APD) and Education -
Language and Learning
Foundation (LLF). Established in
2015, HCL Grant has emerged as
one of India’s biggest and most
coveted institutionalized CSR
grants recognizing the rise of the
Fifth Estate - the NGOs. The HCL
Grant supports India’s most inno-
vative NGOs and their break-
through projects in environment,
health and education to help
transform rural communities
across the country.Under the
HCL Grant program, HCLF has so
far committed ?95.75 crores
(US$12.85 million), including this
year’s Grant. In the past six
years, the HCL Grant has
reached over 840,000+ benefici-
aries and it continues to trans-

form the lives of at least 2.3 mil-
lion people from 30,000+ villages
from remote districts in 19 states
and two Union Territories of
India. Ms. Robin Ann Abrams,
Chairperson of the Jury, ESG &
Diversity Board Committee Chair
Board Committees Member -
Nomination and Remuneration,
Audit, Risk Management, HCL
Technologies said, “In the last
seven years, HCL Grant has
helped us go beyond the limits of
our capacities to extend our CSR
work to the remotest corners of
the country.” Ms. Nidhi Pundhir,
Director, HCL Foundation, said,
“The HCL Grant recognizes not
only ideas, but also the power to
transform these ideas into imple-
mentable projects. It is hearten-
ing for us to note that with HCL
Grant, we are co-creating stories
of development transformation
in the country. 

HCL Grant 2022 recognizes
India’s most innovative NGOs 

New Delhi, Mar 07: 

MG Motor India on
Monday announced the
launch of its all-new glob-
ally successful ZS EV. The
all-new ZS EV comes
with the largest in-seg-
ment 50.3 kWh battery
with advanced technolo-
gy, offering a 461 km cer-
tified range in a single
charge. The all-new ZS
EV will be available in 2
variants (Excite &
Exclusive), priced INR
21,99,800 and 25,88,000, re-
spectively. While the
bookings for exclusive
variant starts now, book-
ings for excite variant
will start from July 2022.

Speaking on the
launch, Rajeev Chaba,
President & Managing
Director, MG Motor
India, said, “The demand
for ZS EV has been en-
couraging since its
launch, and the all-new
ZS EV will further

strengthen the brand con-
nect with our EV cus-
tomers. ZS EV has been a
global success in key
markets, including the
UK, Europe and
Australia. Committed to
the future of electric mo-
bility in India, we ensure
a superior ownership ex-
perience by building a ro-

bust & sustainable EV
ecosystem. With the all-
new ZS EV, we are confi-
dent to change the mind-
set and accelerate EV
adoption in India.”

The all-new ZS EV has
been restyled with strik-
ing exterior design ele-
ments, comfortable & pre-
mium interior, first-in-

segment features like
Dual Pane Panoramic
Skyroof, Digital
Bluetooth Key, Rear Drive
Assist, 360 degree
Camera, i-SMART with
75+ Connected Car fea-
tures, Hill Descent
Control & much more. It
also packs a globally cer-
tified (ASIL-D, IP69K &
UL2580) battery that has
passed 8 special safety
tests, including fire, colli-
sion, dust, smoke, etc.

Spectacular Exterior
design The all-new ZS EV
adopts MG’s signature
global design cues and
features a New Electric
design grill and 17” toma-
hawk hub design alloy
wheels, offering superior
aerodynamics while giv-
ing it a modern look.

The Full LED Hawkeye
headlamp and new LED
tail lamps gives a fresh
look and eye-catching de-
sign, making a powerful
impression.

MG Motor India launches all-new ZS EV

ZS EV launched by MG Motor India President 
and MD Rajeev Chaba.

Mumbai, Mar 07: 

The #EqualHue initiative has
launched a first-of-its-kind out-
reach and excellence pro-
gramme, comprising youth tour-
naments, financial assistance
and technical opportunities, to
support girls and women in
India who aspire to play cricket.
The Equal Hue project, a move-
ment focussing on gender equi-
ty in sport, was founded in 2020
by former India cricketer Snehal
Pradhan, author Karunya
Keshav and The Sports Law and
Policy Centre.  Equal Hue
Cricket, conceived under the
Equal Hue project, is a collabo-
rative effort involving the
#EqualHue team, GoSports
Foundation and Meraki Sport &
Entertainment. It is a pioneering
initiative aimed at creating
pathways for aspiring female
cricketers from across the coun-
try, enabling them to start, stay
in and succeed in the sport,
while leaving a tangible impact

on our country’s socio-economic
fabric.  To coincide with
Women’s Day 2022, the initiative
has launched a tri-pronged pro-
gramme to engage girls through
Under-16 tournaments in 12
cities,  enable those aged 16-23
with scholarships to continue in
cricket by offering need-based
financial assistance and career
support, and  enhance excel-
lence through an elite develop-
ment programme.  

Speaking on occasion of the
launch, Snehal Pradhan, pro-
gramme director, said: “We at
the Equal Hue project have

always wanted to make a differ-
ence on the ground for women’s
cricket. But first we needed to
document ground realities,
which we did with the Equal Hue
report. Now, having identified
the areas to focus on, we move
into the action phase with Equal
Hue Cricket.  Managed and mar-
keted by Meraki Sport &
Entertainment Pvt. Ltd., Equal
Hue Cricket is anchored on the
premise of developing women’s
cricket from the grassroots to
elite development, and will
focus on providing girls and
women with exposure and
opportunities, to play competi-
tive cricket, enhance their skills,
and progress to professional
opportunities in the sport.
Deepthi Bopaiah, CEO GoSports
Foundation, who will manage
the scholarship programme,
said: “Over the past 13 years,
we at the Foundation have been
a part of the journeys of several
Olympic and Paralympic ath-
letes and medallists. 

Equal Hue initiative to support
girls, women to play cricket 

New Delhi, Mar 07 (PTI):

Petrol and diesel prices
are likely to be hiked this
week as oil companies pre-
pare to pare losses accu-
mulated from keeping
rates steady for over four
months in the run-up to as-
sembly elections in five
states, including UP, de-
spite international oil
prices jumping to a 13-year
high of USD 140 per barrel.
West Texas Intermediate
crude futures, the US oil
benchmark, rose to USD
130.50 per barrel on
Sunday evening, its high-
est since July 2008, before
retreating. The interna-
tional benchmark, Brent
crude, hit a high of USD
139.13 at one point
overnight, also its highest
since July 2008.

To compound things, the
Indian rupee tumbled to a

record low of 76.9812 per
dollar on Monday.

India relies on overseas
purchases to meet about 85
per cent of its oil require-
ment, making it one of the
most vulnerable in Asia to
higher oil prices.

The twin blows of oil
prices, already up more
than 60 per cent this year,
and a weakening rupee
may hurt the nation’s fi-
nances, upend a nascent
economic recovery and
fire up inflation. Petrol and
diesel prices need to be in-

creased by Rs 15 a litre for
fuel retailers to break
even, industry sources
said. Since 2017, fuel prices
are to be adjusted daily in
line with the benchmark
international rate in the
preceding 15 days. But
rates have been on the
freeze since November 4,
2021. The basket of crude
oil that India buys rose
above USD 111 per barrel
on March 1, according to
information from the
Petroleum Planning and
Analysis Cell (PPAC) of

the oil ministry. This com-
pares to an average of USD
81.5 per barrel price of the
Indian basket of crude oil
at the time of freezing of
petrol and diesel prices
four months back. “With
the last phase of polling
ending on Monday, it is
now expected that the gov-
ernment will allow state-
owned fuel retailers to re-
turn to daily price revi-
sion,” an industry official
said. But oil companies are
not expected to pass on the
entire loss in one go and
they will moderate it - rais-
ing rates by less than 50
paise a litre every day.

International oil prices
have been on the boil ever
since Russia put its forces
on the Ukraine border last
month.

They spiked after it in-
vaded the central Asian
nation on fears that oil and
gas supplies from energy
giant Russia could be dis-
rupted, either by the con-
flict in Ukraine or retalia-
tory western sanctions.

Petrol, diesel price hike likely this week
 Rates corresponded

to Brent soaring 
to peakNew Delhi, Mar 07 (PTI):

Minister of State for
Finance Pankaj
Chaudhary on Monday
said Public-Private
Partnership (PPP) would
be the key driver of the Rs
100 lakh crore ambitious
PM Gati Shakti initiative.

This national master
plan for multi-modal con-
nectivity aims to develop
infrastructure to reduce
logistic costs and boost the
economy.

The PM Gati Shakti -
National Master Plan was
announced last year with
an aim to break depart-
mental silos and bring in
more holistic and inte-
grated planning and exe-
cution of projects with a
view to address the issues
of multi-modal and last-
mile connectivities.

Observing that PPP has
given a push to growth,
Chaudhary said various

infrastructure projects
have been completed
through public-private
partnership.

PM Gati Shakti is fo-
cussed on road, railway,
civil aviation among oth-
ers, he said, adding, this
ambitious project would
be achieved through pub-
lic-private partnership.

On the importance of
public procurement, he
said, it plays an active role
as this helps in running

various physical infra-
structures like schools
and hospitals.

Public procurement has
a share of about 30 per
cent of the Indian econo-
my as a result improving
efficiency is of immense
importance, he said at 7th
Global Procurement
Summit organised by
AIMA.

The government has
taken several steps includ-
ing the Government e-
Marketplace (GeM) to im-
prove efficiency, he said.

He also said that the
government is also pro-
moting Make in India by
giving preference to do-
mestic players so that
there is job creation in the
country.

Stressing that the global
procurement has been hit
due to the outbreak of
COVID-19 pandemic, he
said, the government has
taken steps to deal with it.

PPP to be key driver 
of PM Gati Shakti scheme

Pankaj Chaudhary



Geeta’s tryst with the
language came up,
when she under the
shadow of her father, a
Sanskrit expert,
learned the minutes of
translation and narra-
tion. She aces vivid gen-
res of translation for
the Rajbasha of
Chhattisgarh State,
Chhattisgarhi lan-
guage. There was a spe-
cial work on transla-
tion, in which 24,000
verses of Isadhi Nau
Upanishads and
Shivmahapurans, were
to be translated, and I
took the mission as a
challenge, says Geeta,
who masters the art of
mythological transla-
tion, as a child she was
used to hear the chants
and narrations of the
inspirations of these
Holy books. Here trans-
lated works were later
published by the

Official Language
C o m m i s s i o n
Government of
Chhattisgarh. Apart
from mythological
books, she has also
translated songs, gazals,
poems and children lit-
erature in language
Chhattisgarhi. A mas-
ters degree in History ,
later helped her in delv-

ing more into Holy
scriptures, as the char-
acters of Mahabharta
are her subject of re-
search work, which also
has been done on grants
received from the State
Gover nmnet .Lately
translated work for
A b h i g y a n
Shakuntalam, Manu
Smriti, Panchtantra
and many more are on
the final journey. For
her endeavours for the
official language of the
State, Sharma has re-
ceived Ragbasha
Samman and Maya
Chinhari Samman from
the Government of
Chhattisgarh.
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Women’s Day Special

Empowering women
through farm produce

‘Bastar Se Bazaar Tak’
Lakhanpur village, North Bastar

‘Bastar Se Bazaar
Tak’, based in the
Lakhanpur village of
North Bastar,
Chhattisgarh, is
aimed at stabilising
the livelihood of trib-
als with micro land
holdings, particularly
women, whose 50 per
cent income comes
from collecting forest
produce. Registered as
a start-up with four
founders — of which
three belong to the vil-
lage — the project
helps forest gatherers
earn more from their
produce and ensures
them a good price
without middlemen
profiting from it.

Bastar Se Bazaar Tak buys
custard apples, palash flowers,
jamun, raw mango and
tamarind from the gatherers in
and around the village. It has
set up processing units to turn
the produce into products with
a longer shelf life that can be

sold in the urban centres of

Raipur, Bhilai, Durg and
Bilaspur, where there is a de-
mand.

The custard apple is turned
into pulp, shake and a sweet-
meat; the raw mango into am-
chur powder; tamarind is
pressed into high-shelf life
cakes with hydraulic machines

and the palash flower is used to
make natural colour. “We are
exploring a joint venture where
the palash flowers will be dried
in solar driers and will be
added to organic tea leaves,”
says Satendrasingh Lilhare, the
Azim Premji University alum-
nus who started the venture a

year ago with Sandip Sahu,
Haresh Kashyap and Ambika
Kashyap.

Additional income 
for women

Bastar Se Bazaar Tak aims to
fill in the gap in available work

and provide additional income
for women farmers in Bastar’s
district through non-farm work
like food processing. These
women are gaining self inde-
pendence through sustainable
support through marketing
perishable as well as non per-
ishable food products.

JAYASHREE BAGWANANI
Social entrepreneur, Proprietor – ART HOME, Raipur

A mentally chal-
lenged female
member of her hus-
bands family side,
encouraged
Bagwanani to enrol
into the care of the
mentally disabled
and deaf and dump
students of various
schools of the spe-
cially- abled and
teach them the
finesse of painting
and sketching.

‘Bina naam ke daam nahi hota’,
one has to portray ones skill and
hone it even more to establish a liv-

ing out of the skill says the senior
artist, who feels the segment of
fine arts needs elevation at every

level to garner fame. The members
of ART HOME led by Jayashree,
also promote fine imprints of
painting and sketching to different-
ly abled, prison inmates and bud-
ding artist. Many women inmates
have promoted their art through
exhibition cum sale and many have
got their prison tenure reduced as
a part of their innovative skills in
the art form and many have today
developed it as skill practising em-
ployment informs Bagwanani.

Also an artistic presentator of
home made food, Bagwanani is a
name known among foodies and
food hoppers. Her Designer
Dinners are now well accepted in
the social circles of capital
Raipur.An alumina of Khairagarh
University, after completing her
formal education in Fine Arts,
Jayashree attributes all her suc-
cess in social entrepreneurship
through Fine Arts to her Family,
particularly her father in law,
whose unparallel support drew her
into the depths of artistic engi-
neering for the differently abled
and children of the poor section of
the society.

The children, who are deprived
of the many comforts of life, learn
to connect and evolve more, and
the connection one gets through
them, helps us to train them into
skilled individuals, she exclaims.

Colours bring life, make
alive the mute. The con-
nection between colour,
strokes and human emo-
tions has a lot to do with a
normal human, but more
with the differently-abled,
she says. They focus more,
learn fast and are loyal
towards what they are
taught, and are not dis-
tracted easily claims
Bagwanani, as she has
experienced loyalty from
this sect of humans more
than the normal.

Canvas, colour palettes and the embrace of
different shades is what describes this sea-
soned artist from capital Raipur, she runs
ART HOME, a centre which she and her
group of 10 is working on for the past 38
years to encourage budding artist.

Her books on children, in
Chhattisgarhi language is
well read and in demand,
and for the unversed
Geeta also finds place in
questionnaires of Public
Service Exams.

National Magazine,
‘True Media’ covered Geeta
Sharma, as cove story for
her work don eon mytho-
logical translation, and she has been felicitated by
many organisations.

Geeta Sharma
World Record Holder Linguistic, Translator and Author, Raipur

The wind is whistling,
My wings started fluttering,
I found myself in the woods,
The crackle sound, I shriek.

I saw the clouds thundering,
The leaves started rustling,
I found myself in the temple,
The ringing sound, I shriek.
Even though, I am isolated,
Calm and Serene,
Cool and Peace,
Still in the soil Forever.

My Soul

Dr.Mahima Gautam

After the formation
of Chhattisgarh
State, the need to
strengthen the lan-
guage
Chhattisgarhi ,
became mandatory
and playing a piv-
otal role in
strengthening the
language in vari-
ous forms and
genre was the pos-
sible also because
of the efforts of
Geeta Sharma, a
self confessed lan-
guage lover and
mythological
expert. 
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Dunedin, Mar 07 (PTI):

Hosts New Zealand reg-
istered their first win of
the tournament as they in-
flicted a nine-wicket defeat
on Bangladesh in a rain-
curtailed ICC Women’s
World Cup match here on
Monday. New Zealand
bowlers first restricted
Bangladesh to 140 for 8
after a long rain delay be-
fore Suzie Bates hit a
strokeful unbeaten half-
century to power the hosts
to a victory with 42 balls to
spare in the match that
was reduced to 27 overs
apiece. The win earned
New Zealand, who lost to
West Indies in the tourna-
ment opener, two valuable
points as they rose to the
third place while,
Bangladesh remain win-
less from their two match-
es and are in seventh spot.

Chasing the target, the
White Ferns had a sedate
start. Their innings was
further dented in the sev-
enth over when spinner
Salma Khatun sent skip-

per Sohie Devine (14) pack-
ing but apart from that the
Bangladesh bowlers didn’t
bother the hosts much.

Bates used all her expe-
rience and guile in her 79
from just 68 deliveries. She
stitched a match-winning
108-run stand with Amelia
Kerr (47 not out). It was
Bates’ 28th ODI fifty as she
became just the sixth bat-
ter to score 1000 runs in

Women’s World Cup
matches when she found
the boundary late in her
innings. The all-rounder
hit eight fours, two more
than the entire Bangladesh
team, while Kerr found the
fence four times. Earlier
put in to bat by New
Zealand after a rain delay
that lasted four hours,
openers Fargana Hoque
(52) and Shamima Sultana

(33) gave Bangladesh, who
lost against South Africa
in their campaign opener,
a bright start. With the
five-over power play com-
plete, Bangladesh looked to
be racing to a competitive
total on 41 for no loss. But
the opening partnership
was put to an end by spin
all-rounder Frances
Mackay (1/24). The 31-year-
old right-arm off-spinner

than went on to effect half-
centurian Hoque’s run out
in the 15th over. After that
it was an Amy
Satterthwaite (3/25) show
as the veteran all-rounder
bowled a crucial spell, tak-
ing three wickets from five
overs.

Bangladesh couldn’t re-
cover from the loss of their
openers as only two more
batters reached double
digit scores.

The Nigar Sultana-led
side crumbled under the
pressure, slipping to 81 for
three after 15 overs, their
positive start undone by
losing three wickets for 21
runs. Ritu Moni (4) could
not make her usual cameo
as Devine pouched the
catch that gave
Satterthwaite her 50th
wicket in ODI cricket.

With the feat she joins
an illustrious group to
have made 3,000 runs and
taken 50 wickets in one-day
internationals, including
the likes of Charlotte
Edwards, Karen Rolton
and Stafanie Taylor.

NZ canter to nine-wicket 
victory over Bangladesh Johannesburg, Mar 07 (PTI):

South African Test skip-
per Dean Elgar has urged
his teammates to choose
national duty in a series
against Bangladesh over
the upcoming IPL as it is a
test of loyalty for them
and they must prioritise
their country.

South Africa are set to
play three one-dayers and
two Tests against
Bangladesh starting
March 18, while the IPL is
scheduled to be held from
March 26 to May 29. The
ODIs will be held on
March 18, 20 and 23, fol-
lowed by two Tests start-
ing on March 31 and end-
ing on April 12.

According to
‘ESPNcricinfo’, Cricket
South Africa has left it on
the players to decide be-
tween the lucrative league
and turning up for the
country in the Bangladesh
series. “The players need
to give Cricket South
Africa an indication of if
they are keen to go to the
IPL or if they are keen to
play for the Test side. It’s a
bit of a tough one putting

that in the players’ box but
this I guess, this is where
you see where players’ loy-
alty lies,” Elgar said.

“They mustn’t forget
that Test cricket or one-
day cricket got them into
the IPL and not the other
way around.”

As many as 11 South
African players, including
six Test regulars and three
ODI players, have been
roped in by different fran-
chises at this year’s IPL

In fact, South Africa’s
pace attack — comprising
Kagiso Rabada, Lungi
Ngidi, Anrich Nortje and
Marco Jansen — and top
batters Aiden Markram,
Rassie van der Dussen,
David Miller, all-rounder

Dwaine Pretorius and lim-
ited-overs wicketkeeper
Quinton de Kock — all
have IPL contracts.

If the top pacers opt for
IPL, Elgar will be left with
a depleted attack with
Lutho Sipamla, Wiaan
Mulder and Glenton
Stuurman and the Proteas
skipper said he needs to
know about their avail-
ability to prepare for the
Bangladesh series.

“I wish I knew more for
my own personal sanity
and that I could prepare,
knowing that most of my
bowlers are potentially not
going to be there if they
choose to go the IPL
route,” Elgar said.

“If I don’t have everyone
at my disposal then it’s a
little bit difficult. It’s a bit
of a tough one for me. I
can’t take the field without
my best side. I need my
best side there. If they are
not available, it’s some-
thing for us to sit down
and get through.”

Elgar said he will try to
make the players aware of
their position in the team
to help them make a better
decision.

Rawalpindi, Mar 07 (AP):

Pakistan picked up two
wickets with the second
new ball on a flat wicket as
Australia reached 364 at
tea after a wet outfield pre-
vented play in the first ses-
sion on Day 4 of the first
test on Monday.

Marnus Labuschagne
was the second batsman to
miss out on a century in
Australia’s first test in
Pakistan since 1998 when
he was caught in the slip
for 90 in Shaheen Afridi’s
(1-66) third over with the
new ball.

Opening batter Usman
Khawaja narrowly missed
out on a century in the
country of his birth on
Sunday when he was dis-
missed for 97, but shared a
rapid 156-run opening
wicket stand with David

Warner, who made 68.
Travis Head (8) was a rare

batsman to fail on a docile
wicket when he edged left-

arm spinner Nauman Ali
to wicketkeeper
Mohammad Rizwan.
Nauman is thus far the
most successful bowler in
a batsman-dominated test
with figures of 2-77.

Like Pakistan,
Australia’s top-order bat-
ters had also prospered on
a placid wicket with vice
captain Steve Smith mov-
ing to 61 at the tea break
and Cameron Green not
out on 18.

Australia trails by 112
runs after Pakistan had
declared its first innings at
476-4 on Day 2 on the back
of big centuries from
Azhar Ali (185) and Imam-
ul-Haq (157). A heavy
overnight rain left the out-
field wet and prevented
any play in the first ses-
sion before Australia re-
sumed on 271-2 at 1 p.m.

New Delhi, Mar 07 (PTI):
The Indian football team
was dealt a huge blow on
Monday as its talismanic
captain Sunil Chhetri was
ruled out of the upcoming
international friendly
matches against Bahrain
and Belarus due to injury.

The 37-year-old forward
had been named among
the 38-member probables
by coach Igor Stimac for
the matches to be played in

Manama on March 23 and
26. “I was really looking
forward to the two friend-
lies against Baharain and
Belarus and it’s a shame
I’ll be missing out,”
Chhetri told the All India
Football Federation
(AIFF) website. “It’s been a
long, tough season and I’ve
suffered a few small in-
juries that need time to
heal. I will be doing all I
can to recover in time for
the predatory camp in
May,” he added.

As many as eight new
faces figured in the list of
38 probables named for the
preparatory camp ahead
of the freindlies. “The po-
tential this squad possess-
es is immense, and a lot of
the lads are riding high on
confidence on the back of
good performances in the
League season.

Bengaluru, Mar 07 (PTI):

Fit-again all-rounder
Axar Patel has replaced
left-arm wrist spinner
Kuldeep Yadav for India’s
second Test against Sri
Lanka, beginning here on
Saturday.

The Indian team man-
agement has released
Kuldeep from the squad.

Axar had been recover-
ing from a shin injury that
had forced him to miss the
South Africa tour and the
T20 series against West
India. He had also tested
positive for COVID-19 re-
cently.

“Axar was the first
choice but had to undergo
recovery and hence
Kuldeep was a back up,” a
BCCI source told PTI.

“Now Axar is fit and

back so Kuldeep has been
released,” the source
added. At the time of an-
nouncing the squad for the
two-Test series against Sri
Lanka, the BCCI had said
Axar was expected to be fit
for the second game.

Kuldeep last played a
Test in February 2021.

India won the first Test
against Sri Lanka by an in-
nings and 222 runs.

New Delhi, Mar 07 (PTI):

Sardar Singh doesn’t
have any coaching
experience and nei-
ther has he trained for
the job, but the former na-
tional hockey captain be-
lieves his 12-year interna-
tional experience will be
enough to ensure that he
gets the best out of the
India ‘A’ team, which will
compete in the
B i r m i n g h a m
Commonwealth Games
this year. Sardar and ex-
striker Deepak Thakur
were named coaches of
the Indian men’s and
women’s ‘A’ hockey teams
respectively which will
take part in the upcoming
Commonwealth Games in

Birmingham. “It is obvi-
ously a challenge for me
but having played the
game at the highest level
for so many years, I have
confidence that I can de-
liver results. It’s an hon-
our and privilege for me to

get a chance to give back
to the game which gave
me my identity,” Sardar
told PTI an interview soon
after his appointment.
This was after Hockey
India decided against
sending the main squads
for the multi-sport event
due to the short turn-
around between CWG and
the Hangzhou Asian
Games, which is a qualify-
ing tournament for the
2024 Paris Olympics.

The two events will be
held just 32 days apart and
the national federation
wants to keep its first-
choice players fresh for
the Asian Games. Sardar
is eagerly looking forward
to his new “challenging”
assignment.

New Delhi, Mar 07 (PTI):

Tokyo Paralympics
champion Pramod Bhagat
struck gold in all the three
categories that he partici-
pated in at the Spanish
Para badminton
International II tourna-
ment in Vitoria, Spain.

Sukant Kadam, who is
World No 4, also continued
his good run and ended
his campaign with a gold
and a silver in the tourna-
ment that ended on
Sunday.

In the singles, World No
1 Bhagat defeated Kumar
Nitesh 17-21 21-17 21-17 in a
hard-fought final which
lasted for 1 hour and 1

minute to claim the yellow
metal. In the mixed dou-
bles, World No 1 pair of
Bhagat and Manoj Sarkar
outwitted fellow Indians
Kadam and Nitesh 21-19
11-21 21-11 in the summit
clash for another gold.

Bhagat then paired up
with his mixed doubles
partner Palak Kohli and
secured a thrilling come-
from-behind 14-21 21-11 21-
14 win against the Indian
pair of Ruthick Ragupathi
and Manasi
Girishchandra Joshi for
his third gold medal of the
tournament.

“This is a special victo-
ry for me as it is the first
victory for me after a gap

of 2 tournaments,”
Bhagat said.

“I have worked really
hard and this is the step-
ping stone. Now my focus
is on the Grade 1 tourna-
ment which starts in 3
days and I would like to re-
peat what I achieved
today,” added the men’s
singles SL3 Paralympic
champion.

In SL3 classification,
athletes with lower limb
impairment are allowed to
compete.

On the other hand,
World no 4 Kadam had a
relatively easy outing
against Marcel Adam,
beating the German 21-13
21-18.

North Sound, Mar 07 (AP):

Seamer Ollie Robinson
was ruled out of
England’s first test match
against West Indies be-
cause of a back problem,
with uncapped seamer
Saqib Mahmood stepping
into the squad.

Robinson pulled up
midway through an over
during the warmup
match against a Cricket
West Indies President’s XI
and was unable to take
part in practice on
Sunday.

England was already
unlikely to gamble on the
28-year-old Robinson’s fit-
ness for the match, which
starts Tuesday, but the lat-
est injury settled the
issue and allowed

Mahmood to take his spot
in a 12-man squad for the
three-test series.

England interim head
coach Paul Collingwood
and captain Joe Root
must now decide whether
to hand the Lancashire
quick a debut in an all-
seam attack or stick with
the variety of Jack
Leach’s left-arm spin.

The starting lineup will
be confirmed at the toss.

Bhubaneswar, Mar 07 (PTI):

Young striker Sangita
Kumari has set eyes on
achieving bigger laurels in
future after making a
memorable debut with the
Indian senior women’s
hockey team recently.

While Sangita has been
an integral part of the jun-
ior national side, she got
her first opportunity with
the senior team against
Spain in the FIH Pro
League double-header
here recently. She grabbed
the opportunity with both
hands by scoring a fine
goal in her maiden outing.

“I was very excited and
also nervous making my
senior India debut but I
think what helped me was
the exposure I had re-

ceived in the junior India
team over the past few
years,” the youngster from
Jharkhand said in a
Hockey India statement.

“Also, training with the
senior group has been a
completely different expe-
rience. I have learnt a lot
over these past few
months and I feel this is
only the beginning for
me.” Sangita first came
into the limelight during
the 2016 U-18 Asia Cup,
where she scored eight
goals and helped the team
clinch the bronze medal.

She was also a part of
the Jharkhand team
which won the ninth
Hockey India Junior
Women’s National
Championship 2019 (A
Division).

Milan, Mar 07 (AP):

Olivier Giroud is prov-
ing to be the difference for
AC Milan this year as the
veteran forward again
scored against one of its
direct rivals to help the
Rossoneri win 1-0 at
Napoli and keep them on
course to win a first Serie
A title for more than a
decade.

Giroud scored the only
goal of an intense but
cagey match to send Milan
back to the top of the
Italian league.

Milan, which last won
the league in 2011, is two
points ahead of defending
champion Inter Milan
which has played a match
less and three ahead of
Napoli in third.

The 35-year-old Giroud,
who joined from Chelsea
in the offseason, also

scored both goals in a 2-1
win at Inter last month.

“We wanted to bring in
players of substance, play-
ers who had already won

something, players who
knew what it meant to
work hard to win,” Milan
coach Stefano Pioli said.
“It just took a video call

with Olivier for us all to re-
alize what a great profes-
sional, what a great person
we had in front of us.

“It’s important to have
players with experience,
professionalism and per-
sonality, especially seeing
as we are still a young
squad. Our aim was to in-
sert players of a high level:
technically, tactically and
morally. Olivier is all of
that.”

Juventus is seven points
behind Milan and kept its
slim title hopes alive by
beating Spezia 1-0.

Talk before the match
centered around the re-
turn of the 40-year-old
Zlatan Ibrahimovic, who
was available for Milan for
the first time since
January following an
Achilles problem. But in-
stead it was another veter-
an who took center stage.

‘South African cricketers face
test of loyalty ahead of IPL’

Australia trails by 112 runs on a flat wicket in 1st test

Shaheen Shah Afridi celebrates with teammates after
taking the wicket of Australias Marnus Labuschagne
during the 4th day of the first cricket test match at the
Pindi Stadium, in Rawalpindi, Pakistan, Monday.

Chhetri ruled out of India’s
Bahrain and Belarus friendlies

Axar Patel replaces 
Kuldeep Yadav for 2nd Test 

Spanish Para badminton International

Bhagat wins 3 golds, 
Kadam claims gold and silver

Sardar banking on playing experience for
results in Birmingham CWG as India ‘A’ coach

Robinson out of 1st test
against West Indies

Giroud helps Milan beat title rival Napoli 1-0 in Serie A

Junior Messias of Milan and Victor Osimhen of Napoli
compete for the ball during the Serie A soccer match
between Napoli and AC Milan, at the Diego Armando
Maradona stadium in Naples, Italy.

Young hockey striker Sangita eyeing bigger
laurels after making successful India debut

Suzie Bates slammed a 
half-century to power New Zealand
to an emphatic nine-wicket victory
against Bangaldesh in the Women’s

World Cup match in Dunedin on
Monday.



Lucknow, Mar 07 (PTI): 

Dismissing pre-poll sur-
veys that showed that the
BJP had the edge in Uttar
Pradesh elections,
Samajwadi Party chief
Akhilesh Yadav on
Monday claimed that the
ruling party will be wiped
out from the state when the
results are declared on
March 10. "Let them show
whatever they have got. We
are winning with a majori-
ty," he said, dismissing pre-
dictions earlier on some
TV channels.

Yadav spoke to PTI be-
fore the exit polls were
scheduled to come up with
their predictions on
Monday evening, at the end
of the final round of
polling for the state assem-
bly. He claimed that the SP-
led alliance will form the

next govern-
ment in Uttar
Pradesh with
over 300 seats.

The SP chief
slammed the
ruling BJP for
presenting lies
and fake data
during the
campaign, and
said people
had realised
this and in-
stead voted for
their future -- against infla-
tion and unemployment
and for growth.

At the receiving end of
the BJP attack on "pari-
warvad" throughout the
polls, Yadav hit back,
claiming that the maxi-
mum cases of dynastic pol-
itics are found in the ruling
party. "After the seventh
and final phase of polling,

the BJP will be
wiped off from
the state. The
SP alliance is
forming a ma-
jority govern-
ment after
March 10 with
over 300 seats,"
Akhilesh told
PTI at his
party's state
headquarter
here. Uttar
Pradesh has a

403-member House. Results
of the UP polls would come
out on March 10, along
with those from Punjab,
Uttarakhand, Goa and
Manipur. Asked how the
2022 elections were differ-
ent for him as he was the
only face of the party and
led the SP campaign, Yadav
said, "The elections were
fought by the party and its

cadre." "I was there with
them. We were prepared in
advance. We held training
camps, took out rath ya-
tras, response to which was
tremendous. It rejuvenated
the party cadre and en-
thused party workers, who
wholeheartedly worked to
ensure victory."

"This will be a victory of
the voters," he said. The SP
supremo held over 120
public meetings across the
state to drum up support
for his party as well as for
the alliance partners.
About the BJP, he said,
"The party forgot the dig-
nity and decency of
democracy. It did not value
the votes it got (in 2017,
2019). It used bulldozers,
used abuses against stu-
dents and got them lathi-
charged. It was all against
the common man."

‘Surveys don’t matter,
we’ll get over 300 seats’

Kolkata, Mar 07 (PTI): 

A total of 11,18,821 can-
didates wrote their first
language papers at 4,194
centres across West
Bengal as Class 10 state
board exams commenced
on Monday. An official of
West Bengal Board of
Secondary Education said
the first day of
Madhyamik 'pariksha'
(exam) passed off smooth-
ly amid strict adherence to
COVID-19 protocols as stu-
dents sat for their paper
from 11 am to 3.15 pm.

No candidate was al-
lowed to leave the centre
for one hour and 15 min-
utes after the exam began.

According to the official,

CCTVs have been fitted in
several centres across the
state as speculation that
some of the students have

hidden textbooks and
paper chits in the building
did the rounds. The gov-
ernment has also tem-

porarily suspended inter-
net services in some areas
of the state to thwart un-
ethical practices, the offi-
cial said.

The move was necessi-
tated after the purported
leak of Madhyamik ques-
tion papers on social
media platforms in 2019
and 2020 by some exam
centres in the state's
Malda and Murshidabad
districts.

Last year, the exam
could not be held due the
surge in COVID-19 cases.
Students were given
scores based on an evalua-
tion format that took into
consideration internal as-
sessment performance
among other parameters.

New Delhi, Mar 07 (PTI): 

The Supreme
Court Monday ex-
pressed concern
over fake Covid
death certificates
being issued by doc-
tors for ex-gratia
compensation and
observed that it

might order a probe into
the issue. A bench of
Justices M R Shah and B
V Nagarathna also said
that there should be some
time limit for claims seek-
ing compensation.

What is worrying is the
fake certificate given by
doctors... It is a very seri-
ous thing", the bench ob-

served. The apex court
said that there must be
some time limit, other-
wise, the process will go
endlessly. "Please suggest
how can we curb the issue
of fake certificates being
issued by the doctors. It
may take away someone's
real opportunity", the
bench said.

At the outset, Solicitor
General Tushar Mehta
submitted that there
should be an outer time
limit for submitting
claims. I would urge your
lordship to have some
outer line for the deaths
that have already occurred
This process may not be
endless, Mehta said.

The Solicitor General
submitted that the top
court has ordered that an
RT-PCR certificate was not
necessary for compensa-
tion and the same can be
allowed based on a doctor's
certificate. "This relax-
ation is being misused", he
said. The bench sought
suggestions on the issue
and posted the matter for
hearing on March 14.

The top court had earli-
er directed all states gov-
ernments and Union
Territories to appoint a
dedicated nodal officer to
coordinate with the mem-
ber secretary of the state
legal service authority
(SLSA) to facilitate pay-

ment of ex gratia com-
pensation to family mem-
bers of COVID-19 victims

It had also directed the
state governments to give
full particulars like name,
address, and death certifi-
cate to the concerned
SLSA, as also complete
details concerning or-
phans, within one week
from today (Friday) fail-
ing which the matter
shall be viewed very seri-
ously.

The top court had reit-
erated that applications
seeking compensation
should not be rejected on
technical grounds and if
any technical glitch is
found, the states con-

cerned should give them
an opportunity to cure de-
fects as the ultimate goal
of the welfare state is to
provide some solace and
compensation to victims.

The top court was hear-
ing a batch of pleas filed
by Gaurav Bansal and in-
tervenors, represented by
advocate Sumeer Sodhi,
seeking ex-gratia assis-
tance to family members
of COVID-19 victims.

The apex court, which
was annoyed over the
non-disbursal of Rs 50,000
ex-gratia to the kin/fami-
ly members of those who
lost their lives due to
COVID-19, had pulled up
the state governments.

Doon native cake artist makes
it to World Book of Records

Dehradun, Mar 07 (PTI): 

A cake artist originally
belonging to Dehradun
has made it to the World
Book of Records by creat-
ing a 100-kg cake, repli-
cating the grand Milan
Cathedral, an Italian
monument famous for its
beauty and aesthetics.

In her 30s, cake artist
Prachi Dhabal Deb, who
studied up to class 10 at
Carmen School,
Dalanwala is married to
an IT professional and
based in Pune. Her father
is from Dehradun but
lives with her now in
Pune.

Prachi has mastered
the intricate art of royal

icing , which she has
learnt in the United
Kingdom from noted cake
artist Eddie Spence MBE.

Her latest feat which
has brought her the hon-
our is a 100-kg vegan,
measuring 6 feet 4 inches
in length, 4 feet 6 inches
in height and 3 feet 10
inches in width and is a
miniature replica of the
grand Milan Cathedral.

The traditional recipe
for royal icing has eggs
but to make it ideal for
the Indian market, Prachi
developed an egg-free
product of royal icing
(Vegan Royal Icing), in as-
sociation with an Indian
company called
"Sugarin".

Talking about her
unique achievement with
PTI from Pune Prachi
said, "The planning and
preparation took a lot of
time as it needed about
1,500 pieces to demon-
strate the Cathedral. I
single-handedly piped
every piece, and later, as-
sembled those pieces in
about a month."

Certification of my
work by the World Book
Of Records, London, is
indeed a dream come
true," he said. World Book
of Records Limited, UK is
an organisation that cata-
logues and verifies ex-
traordinary records, in-
spiring people to show-
case their talents.
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Akhilesh Yadav

A woman shows her finger, marked with indelible ink after casting her vote for the seventh and last phase of UP
Assembly elections at a polling centre, in Badhoi, Monday.

FIRST TIME VOTER

Workers dry coloured powder in a factory ahead of Holi festival in Gurugram, Monday.

HOLI PREPARATIONS
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Jammu, Mar 07 (PTI): 

Over 1,700 people
watched an enthralling re-
treat ceremony and band
display by the Border
Security Force along the
International Border in
Suchetgarh sector here, an
official said on Monday.

The BSF band gave an
impressive display at the
retreat ceremony held at
the Octroi Border Out Post
on Sunday in the continued
programme of the 'Azadi
Ka Amrit Mahotsav',
Deputy Inspector General S
P S Sandhu said.

Sandhu, also the BSF
spokesperson in Jammu,
said the colourful BSF
band played many popular
tunes and splendid march-
ing enthralled the audi-
ence. BSF's Jammu frontier
IG D K Boora along with
other officers including
DIG S K Singh and DIG

Surjeet Singh were present
on the occasion, Sandhu
said. Boora praised the BSF
for its professionalism and
expertise in guarding the
country's borders and said
the force has been deliver-
ing its best despite new
challenges on the border.

Sandhu said the BSF has
always been at the fore-
front to organise such pro-
grammes to create a sense
of patriotism among the
border population and to
nourish the relation be-
tween the BSF and civil
population.

With fervour and zeal,
around 1,750 spectators ap-
plauded the BSF's musical
performance and the re-
treat ceremony, he said.
After suspension for about
seven weeks due to COVID-
19, the BSF restarted the
beating retreat ceremony
in Suchetgarh on
February 26.

Over 1,700 watch BSF’s
retreat ceremony 

New Delhi, Mar 07 (PTI): 

The Centre has ap-
proved an allocation of Rs
3,274.87 crore for the con-
tinuation of the
Swatantrata Sainik
Samman Yojana (SSSY),
under which freedom
fighters(FF) and their eli-
gible dependents are given
pension and other finan-
cial benefits, till 2025-26.
There are 23,566 benefici-
aries across the country
covered under this
scheme. The government
led by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has ap-
proved the continuation of
the Swatantrata Sainik
Samman Yojana and its

components beyond
March 31, 2021 for the fi-
nancial years 2021-22 to
2025-26, with a total finan-
cial outlay of Rs 3,274.87
crore, an official statement
said. The proposal for the
continuation of the SSSY
was prepared by the
Ministry of Home Affairs
headed by Union Home
Minister Amit Shah. "The
decision shows the com-
mitment of the govern-
ment to remember the sac-
rifices of freedom fighters
and take inspiration from
them during the year of
'Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav'," the statement
said. The amount of pen-
sion has been revised from
time to time and Dearness
Relief is also given since
August 15, 2016.

Govt sanctions Rs 3,274 cr for 
continuation of FF pension scheme

Bhopal, Mar 07 (PTI): 

Madhya Pradesh
Governor Mangubhai C
Patel on Monday said the
state's annual budget will
also have a children's seg-
ment, which will be a first
in the country. Making his
customary address at the
start of the budget session
of the state Assembly, he
also praised the leadership
of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi for the way
the coronavirus pandemic
was reined in.

"The upcoming MP budg-
et will also have a children's
budget, which will be a first
for the country," he told the
House. He said the gross
state domestic product was
expected to cross Rs 10 lakh
crore this year, which

would add a new chapter to
the economy of MP. A vast
network of roads, with the
best quality in the country,
had been laid in MP under
the Prime Minister Rural
Roads scheme, while, as
part of the vision of the
prime minister to promote
zero budget natural farm-
ing, a target area of 99,000
hectares has been planned
for the year, he said.

He said 2.55 lakh heads of
cattle were being taken care
of in government and pri-
vate shelters, while a target
has been set for the next fis-
cal to provide shelter to 2.90
lakh bovines in 1,945 facili-
ties. Praising the prime
minister, Patel said the
country managed to fight
three waves of the COVID-
19 pandemic, and the for-
mer's leadership had
turned a calamity into an
opportunity for nation
building.

MP Budget to have
unique children’s

segment: Guv

SC expresses concern over fake Covid 
death certificates being issued by docs
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Class 10 Bengal board exam begins,
internet suspended in some areas

Till 2026

Praises PM for leadership
amid pandemic

Along IB in Jammu

Students of Xth standard flash the victory sign, as they pose
for photos after appearing for the first exam of the West
Bengal Board of Secondary Education (WBBSE) outside an
examination centre, in South Dinajpur, Monday. 



Injured
Bijapur: A District Force
constable was injured in
an improvised explosive
device (IED) blast in
Chhattisgarh’s Bijapur
district on Monday, a
police official said. The
explosion took place on
Elmidi-Awapalli road near
Sanjaypara when consta-
ble Saraiyya Talandi (30)
accidentally stepped on a
pressure IED while
removing Naxal banners,
he said. 

Exemption 
TThhaannee:: A court in
Bhiwandi in
Maharashtra’s Thane dis-
trict on Monday allowed
Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi exemption from
appearance during the
day’s hearing in a
defamation case after his
counsel said the former
was busy with polls in
Goa, Uttar Pradesh and
Punjab. The court was to
record the evidence of
complainant Rajesh Kunte
on Monday in the defama-
tion case related to state-
ments allegedly made by
Gandhi against the RSS,
before the latter’s counsel
Narayan Iyer sought
exemption from appear-
ance for his client.

Revoked
Gandhinagar: The Gujarat
Assembly on Monday
revoked the seven-day
suspension of senior
Congress MLA Punja
Vansh after the ruling BJP
accepted the request
made by the opposition
members. Vansh was sus-
pended for seven days for
allegedly using unparlia-
mentary words against
Minister of State for
Home Harsh Sanghavi
during the Question Hour
on March 4.

Suspended 
Hyderabad:  All the three
BJP members were on
Monday suspended for
the rest of the ongoing
budget session of the
Telangana Legislative
Assembly for allegedly
disrupting proceedings.
State Finance Minister T
Harish Rao began intro-
duction of Budget 2022-
23 on the opening day of
the current session soon
after the House met, even
as BJP floor leader T Raja
Singh and others tried to
draw the attention of
Speaker Pocharam
Srinivasa Reddy. 

WHO CARES ?

Female labourers at work in a brick kiln, a day before International Womens Day, in South Dinajpur, Monday.
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BRIEF

A man dressed as Lord
Hanuman shows his finger
marked with indelible ink

after casting his vote, during
the 7th and last phase of UP

Assembly elections, in
Mirzapur, Monday. 

New Delhi, Mar 07: 

The BJP is likely to re-
tain Uttar Pradesh and the
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
may emerge the largest
party in Punjab, early exit
polls indicated today after
the end of voting in five
states. The polls predict
that the BJP will win the
most seats in Goa and
Uttarakhand, with the
Congress a close second.
An aggregate of four polls
for Uttar Pradesh give the
BJP and its allies 240 of
the state’s 403 seats, with
the Samajwadi Party at
around 140-plus.

An average of five polls
predicts a remarkable win
for Arvind Kejriwal’s AAP
in its first major state,
Punjab. The party has
been trying to make a
mark outside Delhi, which
it has been ruling since
2015. The exit polls give

AAP 68 seats in the 117-
seat Punjab, where 59 is
the majority mark.

In Uttarakhand, the exit
polls predict a close fight,
with the BJP marginally
ahead but both the BJP
and the Congress within
reach of power. The exit
polls also foresee a tight
race in Goa, with the BJP
said to win 18 of the state’s
40 seats and the Congress,
15. The BJP is set to win

the most seats in Manipur,
say exit polls. The BJP is
likely to win 30 seats in the
60-seat assembly, the exit
polls say - just one below
the majority mark. The
Congress may win 14
seats, they say.

Several exit polls fore-
cast a clear majority for
the BJP in Uttar Pradesh
and the Aam Aadmi Party
in Punjab while being
mixed in their predictions

for Uttarakhand. Exit polls
on CNN News 18, Republic
TV and News X channels
showed the BJP-led
National Democratic
Alliance (NDA) getting
211-277 seats and its main
challenger in the
Samajwadi Party-led al-
liance getting anywhere
between 119 and 160 seats
in Uttar Pradesh. CNN
News 18 predicted 262-277
seats for the BJP and allies

and 119-134 for the SP and
allies in the 403-member
state assembly.

Most of them were also
unanimous in predicting a
big win for Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal-
led AAP in Punjab, with
one exit poll on India
Today projecting up to 76-
90 seats in the 117-member
assembly. TV9
Bharatvarsh-Polstrat,
however, predicted 56-61
seats for the AAP in
Punjab, making it the fron-
trunner. The ruling
Congress was mostly pre-
dicted to be securing the
second spot in Punjab.

In Uttarakhand, Both
the Congress and the BJP
were favoured by different
exit polls to win the assem-
bly polls. Some exit polls
predicted a hung assembly
in Goa while forecasting
the BJP to have an edge
over rivals in Manipur.

BJP likely to retain UP 
AAP to unseat Cong in Punj

POLL OF POLLS

New Delhi, Mar 07 (PTI):

A Delhi court Monday
sent former managing
director and chief exec-
utive officer of National
Stock Exchange Chitra
Ramkrishna to 7-day
CBI custody in the NSE
co-location scam case,
saying her custodial in-
terrogation was re-
quired for fair and prop-
er investigations.

Special Judge Sanjeev
Aggarwal passed the
order after hearing ar-
guments from CBI and
the counsel appearing
for accused. “It appears
that the custodial inter-
rogation of the above ac-
cused would be required
to find out the detailed
modus operandi adopted
by her in conspiracy
with the other co-ac-
cused persons involved
in the present case in-
cluding co-accused
Anand Subramanian.
The present case may be
of unimaginable magni-
tude,” the court said. It
further said that her

custodial interrogation
would also be required
for confronting her with
Subramanian, who is al-
ready in police custody,
in order to find out the
entire ramifications of
the transactions in ques-
tion, to dig out the volu-
minous digital evidence
pertaining and to find
out the role of other
players in this case of
swindling the institu-
tional investors, foreign
institutional investors
and honest retail in-
vestors. “Therefore, po-
lice custody remand of
this accused is required
for fair and proper inves-
tigations, as there are
more than reasonable
and substantial grounds
for doing so... In these
peculiar facts and cir-
cumstances, in the inter-
est of justice and for fair
investigations, accused
Chitra Ramkrishna is
remanded to police cus-
tody till March 14, 2022.
She be produced before
the Court on March 14,
2022,” the judge said.

New Delhi, Mar 07 (PTI):

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on
Monday spoke to
Russian President
Vladimir Putin dur-
ing which he con-
veyed his “deep con-
cern” over the safety
and security of the
Indian students
stuck in Ukraine’s

Sumy city and sought
their evacuation at the
earliest.

During the 50-minute
telephonic conversation,
Modi also suggested that a
direct conversation be-
tween Putin and
Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy
may greatly assist the on-
going peace efforts.

Official sources said
Modi stressed the impor-
tance of safe evacuation of
Indian citizens from Sumy
at the earliest and that
Putin assured him of all
possible cooperation to
safely get them out of the
northeastern Ukrainian
city. Around 700 Indian
students are stranded in
Sumy amid intense fight-

ing between Russian and
Ukrainian troops. “Prime
Minister Modi conveyed
his deep concern for the
safety and security of the
Indian students still re-
maining in Sumy,” the
PMO said in a statement.
It said Putin briefed the

Prime Minister about the
ongoing measures related
to “humanitarian corri-
dors” for facilitating the
evacuation of civilians in-
cluding Indian students. It
was the third telephonic
conversation between the
two leaders after the mili-

tary conflict began in
Ukraine 11 days back.

Earlier, Russian author-
ities said it would start a
ceasefire on Monday and
open “humanitarian cor-
ridors” in key Ukrainian
cities including Kyiv,
Kharkiv and Sumy.

The statement said the
two leaders discussed the
evolving situation in
Ukraine and Putin briefed
Modi on the status of ne-
gotiations between the
Ukrainian and Russian
teams.

“Prime Minister Modi
welcomed the ongoing ne-
gotiations between Russia
and Ukraine and ex-
pressed hope that they
would lead to cessation of
the conflict. He suggested
that a direct conversation
between President Putin
and President Zelenskyy
may greatly assist the on-
going peace efforts,” it
said.

The sources said Modi
appreciated the announce-
ment of the ceasefire and
establishment of humani-
tarian corridors in parts
of Ukraine, including in
Sumy.

RRaaiippuurr,,  MMaarr  0077:: Hailing the
Chhattisgarh government’s
strategy of trust, development
and security, Governor Anusuiya
Uikey on Monday said various
efforts have helped in effective-
ly checking Naxal incidents, in
turn resulting in the expansion
of development activities in
every part of the state. In her
address on the first day of the
Budget session of the
Chhattisgarh Assembly, the gov-
ernor said the state had
achieved success in neutralizing
46 ultras and encouraging 555
Naxals to surrender (last year).

My government has given the
mantra of trust-development-
security to the police force. As a
result of which, the police, apart
from providing security to the
public, has also been contribut-
ing in boosting morale of the cit-
izens and facilitating infrastruc-
ture work at the local level, she
said. Various efforts have helped
in effectively checking the inci-
dents of Naxal violence. Success
has been achieved in neutralis-
ing 46 Naxals and motivating
555 ultras to surrender. In this
way, the scope of peace and
order in the state is also expand-
ing continuously.The develop-
ment activities are also expand-
ing in every area, she added.
Uikey said, in order to develop

aviation infrastructure, the state
government has started the
process of developing a new
airstrip in Korea district and a
commercial airport in Korba dis-
trict. Besides, administrative
approval of Rs 43.98 crore has
been given for the development
of the runway of Maa
Mahamaya Airport, Ambikapur
Darima (Surguja district) and
domestic flights will commence
after its receives airport license,
she said. All efforts are being
made to ensure Swami
Vivekanand Airport in Raipur
gets international airlines and
international cargo facilities,
the governor said. 

“Under the new Excise policy,
the state government has con-
stituted three committees to
study the prospects of banning
liquor in the state. In the last
two years, 99 liquor shops and
restaurant-bars have been

shut,” Uikey told the House. The
governor said the Chhattisgarh
model of inclusive development
has been very successful,
adding that the state govern-
ment was one of farmers, forest
dwellers and labourers. “In the
Kharif year 2021-22, a record
97.98 Lakh metric tonne paddy
has been procured from 21.77
lakh farmers at support price.
Farmers are being given input
assistance benefit for other
Kharif crops along with paddy
under Rajiv Gandhi Kisan Nyay
Yojna,” she added. 

The state government fought
the COVID-19 pandemic with
foresightedness and prompt-
ness, leading to the creation of
considerable health infrastruc-
ture, the governor said. Relief of
Rs 102 crore has been provided
to the kin of COVID-19 victims,
and this reflects the state gov-
ernment’s determination
towards helping those in dis-
tress, Uikey said. The governor
said out of 36 awards
Chhattisgarh has received at the
national level in three years,
most of them have been given to
Panchayat Raj institutions of the
Scheduled Areas.

BJP MLAs Brijmohan Agrawal
and Saurabh Singh tried to
interrupt the governor’s
address.

Mainpur, Mar 07: 

If a woman takes a deci-
sion to achieve success in
life none can deter her
from this goal. On this
International Women’s
Day it will an injustice if
we fail to salute an
woman who has seen
poverty from her child-
hood and as she grew up
took the responsibility of
family on her shoulders.

To fulfill the require-
ment of family she start-
ed selling bangles by visit-
ing village to village and
rose to be elected as
sarpanch twice. She is vil-
lage Hardibhata sarpanch
Mrs Dulia Bai Dhruv con-
tinuing the development
work of village and on the
basis of her performance
after first term villagers
voted her for the consecu-
tive two times.

She is a role model for
other women and she
started selling bangle
from the age of 15 years
by visiting village-to-vil-
lage and even sold it at
Mainpur weekly market
to earn her livelihood.
Even after she is elected

sarpanch there is no
major change in her stan-
dard of living. She is dis-
charging her twin respon-
sibility- as sarpanch to
work for the development
of village and as bangle
seller she covers 10-15 km
on foot for four days a

week to earn her liveli-
hood.

Education till Class V
Dulia Bai who studied

till Class V inherited this
family profession from
her mother who used to
sell bangle for maintain-
ing her family.

STATE ASSEMBLY SESSION

Governor hails state govt’s 
trust-development-security strategy
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from Sumy at the earliest

Modi spoke to Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy and
sought his continued support in the evacuation of the Indians
stuck in Sumy city. During the conversation, Zelenskyy briefed
the Prime Minister in detail about the “conflict situation” and
the ongoing negotiations between Ukraine and Russia. In the
last few days, India has been focusing on the evacuation of its
students from Sumy. On Saturday morning, the Indian stu-
dents posted a video saying they have decided to leave for the
Russian border from Sumy and that the Indian government
and the embassy in Ukraine will be responsible if anything
happens to them. Following the video, the Indian embassy in
Ukraine requested them not to endanger their lives and con-
veyed that it will leave no stone unturned to safely evacuate
them. The students relented following the assurance. 

Co-location Scam Case

Court sends NSE ex-MD
Ramkrishna to 7-day CBI custody 

INT’NL WOMEN’S DAY SPECIAL 

Bangle seller twice decorate the post of sarpanch
Continue selling bangle even after elected sarpanch

Dulia Bai Dhruv

WOMEN’S DAY
SPECIAL COVERAGE

ON PG 10 
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Anusuiya Singh
BBhhiillaaii::  Radhika Nagar
resident retired
teacher Anusuiya
Singh left for heavenly
abode at the age of 63
years. Last rites of the

mortal remains were performed at
Ramnagar Muktidham. She was the
wife of retired Police Inspector Vinay
Singh and mother of Saurabh Singh,
Shashank Singh and Shweta Singh.
Kshatriya Kalyan Sabha Bhilai Nagar
expressed condolences.

OBITUARY

CENTRAL CHRONICLE,  BILASPUR,  TUESDAY,  MARCH  08,  2022

Dharmendra refutes charges 
of corruption in land purchase

Central Chronicle News
BBhhiillaaii,,  MMaarr  0077::  On Monday,
Congress leader and Bhilai
Nagar MLA's elder brother
Dharmendra Yadav has refuted
all the charges of corruption
levelled on him by the office
bearers of Durg District Unit of
Aam Admi Party. While ad-
dressing media persons here at
Supela, Dharmendra said that
he followed all the rules and did
a fair dealing for purchasing the
plot of 15171 square feet area
located at Industrial Area
Colony Kalibari from the
Chhattisgarh Housing Board.

It needs to be mentioned
here that the office bearers of
Aaam Admi Party including

District President
Meharban Singh
had alleged corrup-
tion in this land
deal. They had as-
serted that the
value of this land is
around Rs 10 crore
which has been
sold by the CGHB to
Congress leader Dharmendra
Yadav for just Rs 2,52,51,000.
They have further alleged that
the Congress leader was the
single bidder and the rules
were violated in selling this
property to him.

Refuting the charges, Yadav
stated that the allegations
were baseless. He informed
that the CGHB had got this land

for just Rs 68 lakhs.
Later on the basis
of the prevailing
guideline rates of
the land in that
area, CGHB invited
offers for selling
this land at offset
price of Rs 2.52
crore. This price in-

cluded the extra value of cor-
ner plot, prime location, GST,
lease rent, etc. This price was
not less than the prevailing
price in that locality, he added.

When asked about the single
offer, he clarified that there are
more than 1000 examples when
CGHB has sold the property
with single offer. Hence, his
case was not exceptional. He

further challenged the AAP of-
fice bearers and said that he
would sell the land and donate
the different amount to
Government Hospital if they
bring a customer who can pay
Rs 10 crore for this land. 

Dharmendra further in-
formed that he is serving legal
notices to the AAP office bear-
ers asking them to apologise
publically for their attempt to
tarnish his image. Else, Yadav is
going to file a defamation suit
of Rs 10 crore in the court. He
added that if he wins the
defamation suit, he will donate
the entire Rs 10 crore for gov-
ernment hospital. Sumit Singh
Pawar and other Congress
leaders were present.

Safety Week 2022 celebrated in
CR&M (Mech), Zero Accident

target achieved in 2021
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Mar 07: Safety
week was observed in
SAIL-Bhilai Steel Plant's
CRM (M) department dur-
ing the period February
24, 2022 to March 02, 2022.
The inaugural function
was graced by S Balraj,
GM (BF-Mech), Verghese
P John, HOD, GM (CRM-
Mech) along with other
senior officers. In the inau-
guration function, the
safety flag was hoisted and
safety oath was adminis-
tered to all the assembled
employees.

In inaugural speech, S
Balraj, GM (BF-Mech) con-
gratulated the department
for achieving the "Zero
Accident Year-2021" and
urged to continue this
year after year. Safety quiz
was organised and the
winners were rewarded
with prizes.

During the week, the
employees were apprised
with the safety awareness
programs like Gas Safety,
Fire Safety & Fire extin-
guishers and safety film
show. A special "Stress
Management" program
was also organised with
the help of OHS.

Safety based competi-
tions were organised like
Safety Poems, Safety slo-
gans and safety essay. The
regular employees and
PRW''s from the depart-
ment participated in these
contests in large numbers
with enthusiasm.

During the concluding
function, the Chief Guest
SK Gajbhiye (CGM-
Mech), SK Gandhi, GM
I/c CRM-M & CHM's, J
Tulasidasan (GM-SED),
Vansh Bahadur Singh
(Deputy General
Secretary INTUC Union)
and Verghese P John, GM
(CRM-Mech) addressed
the employees with their
views on safety and its im-
portance in the day to day
working. Special empha-

sis was given on Near
Miss Reporting and
achievement of Zero
Accident.

The prizes were distrib-
uted to the winners, PR
Patel, Rama Rao, Pradep
kumar Dhirhe & Tata Rao
and other PRW employees
for competitions in safety
poem, safety slogans &
safety essay contests.
Special prizes were given
to Devesh Kumar & S
Bagchi for their contribu-
tion in reporting of high-
est near miss cases of the
department.

The safety awareness
week was organised by
the department by team of
Planning group headed by
Anil Bhave, DSO (CRM-
Mech).

Best-Ever Finished Steel & 
Saleable Steel figures recorded

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Mar 07: SAIL-
Bhilai Steel Plant has creat-
ed several new records in
production in the 11
months period from April
21 to Feb 22 of current fis-
cal year (FY) 2021-22. The
Plant recorded best ever cu-
mulative figures of fin-
ished steel, saleable steel,
sinter production, cast steel
production from its Steel
Melting Shop 3 (SMS 3),
production from Bar & Rod

Mill and Boiler Quality
plates production.

Cumulative Total
Finished Steel Production
of 33,75,855 T by SAIL-
Bhilai Steel Plant in the
April-Feb period of cur-
rent fiscal year (FY) 2021-22
has been the best ever
since inception as against
previous best of 32,761,85 T
in corresponding period of
FY 2007-08.

Total Saleable Steel
Production of 42,10,507 T as
against previous best of

41,49,446 T in correspon-
ding period of FY 2010-11.
Loading of Saleable Steel at
42,58,562 T was the best
ever as against previous
best of 41,22,425 T in FY
2010-11. Loading for Direct
despatch at 23,10,837 T was
also the best ever as against
previous best of 21,00,302 T
in FY 2019-20.

Total Sinter Production
at 47,48,124 T was also the
best ever as against previ-
ous best of 44,87,796 T in FY
2019-20. Hot Metal produc-

tion of 22,86,030 T from
Blast Furnace 8 was also
the best ever as against pre-
vious best of 22,13,055 T in
FY 2020-21.

Cast Steel Production
from Modex unit SMS 3 at
24,65,325 T has been best
ever for the April-Feb peri-
od as against previous best
of 19,61,813 T in correspon-
ding period of FY 2020-21.
This included best ever pro-
duction of 15,20,537 T of
cast billets from SMS 3 as
against previous best of

10,22,472 T in FY 20-21 and
best ever production of
9,44,789 T of cast blooms
from SMS 3 as against pre-
vious best of 7,27,311 T in
FY 20-21.

Production of boiler
quality plates from Plate
Mill at 11,6761 T has been
best ever for the period as
against 95,613 T in FY 2017-
18. Production from Modex
unit, Bar & Rod Mill at
6,45,907 T has been best ever
as against previous best of
3,23,073 T  in FY 20-21.

Bhilai Steel Plant creates New Records of Cumulative Production in Current Fiscal Year
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Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Mar 07: On the
first day of the Budget
Session in Chhattisgarh
Legislative Assembly
today, courteous tribute
was paid to the dignitaries
who have passed away re-
cently. At the onset of the
proceedings, Vidhan Sabha
Speaker Dr Charandas
Mahant paid courteous
tribute to Mr. Ramesh
Varlyani, Ex-Member of
the Legislative Assembly of
Undivided Madhya
Pradesh, Mr. Madan Singh
Dahariya, Member of the
Legislative Assembly of
Undivided Madhya
Pradesh and also the Ex-
Member of Chhattisgarh
Legislative Assembly,

‘Swar Kokila’ and Bharat
Ratna Ms Lata
Mangeshkar, and recalled
their contributions to the
society.

While paying tribute to
the aforementioned digni-
taries, Chief Minister Mr.
Bhupesh Baghel said that
Late Shri Ramesh Varlyani
started his political career
as a communist leader. He
was elected as member of
Legislative Assembly of
the then undivided
Madhya Pradesh. He ren-
dered his valuable services
on various important des-
ignations. He was a profes-
sional tax advisor and he

had keen interest in finan-
cial affairs, we used to
often take his advice on
these matters, said Chief
Minister. His demise is an
irreparable loss for all 
of us.

Chief Minister said that
Ex-Member of Legislative
Assembly of undivided
Madhya Pradesh and
Chhattisgarh Vidhan
Sabha, Mr Madan singh
Dahariya was a powerful
leader of Scheduled Caste
Community. He was born
in Amartal area of Janjgir
district. He served as
Sarpanch there for seven
consecutive tenures. He
was elected as MLA twice.
In year 1998, he was elected
as Member of Madhya
Pradesh legislative assem-
bly for the second time. His
demise is an irreparable
loss to entire Bilaspur
Division and Chhattisgarh
state. While paying hom-
age to Bharat Ratna Late

Ms Lata Mangeshkar,
Chief Minister Mr. Baghel
said that Lata ji had keen
interest in music since her
childhood. She was the
playback singer of more
than 30 thousand songs in
various languages. She
was adorned with various
prestigious honours and
awards including Bharat
Ratna. Mr. Baghel ex-
pressed condolence to the
bereaved family members
of the aforementioned dig-
nitaries.

Leader of Opposition
Mr. Dharamlal Kaushik,
MLAs- Mr. Mohan
Markam, Mr. Brijmohan
Agrawal, Mr. Ajay
Chandrakar, Mr. Saurabh
Singh, Mr. Punnulal
Mohile, Dr Krishnamurthy
Bandhi also paid tribute to
these great personas, dur-
ing the session. Two-
minute silence was ob-
served to pay respect to the
departed souls.

Courteous tribute paid to
the departed souls

At the onset of the
budget session in
Vidhan Sabha

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Mar 07: Faced
with a spate of theft of
mobile tower’s batteries,
capital police busted an
inter-state gang of bur-
glars and sized from var-
ious stolen batteries.
The burglars had been
using a rented house in
Ganj police station to es-
cape detection and im-
mediately fled after com-
mitting the burglaries.

According to police,
collecting together a se-

ries clues, police
reached to first accused
who used to buy the
stolen batteries. He was
identified as Dilshad, a
scrap dealer of Subhash
Nagar.

Police immediately de-
tained Dilshad and his
interrogation result in
the busting of the UP-
based gang. All three
were natives of Meerut
district and had fled to
UP after committing
couple of burglaries.

Police sent police
teams to Meerut and
brought to Raipur on
Transit Remand

All three of them were
identified as Furkan
Malik, Ajay Kumar and
Mohammad Salim. They
further revealed of
using air travels for
moving to and fro be-
tween Raipur and
Meerut and had been
using a Hyundai Santro
car committing the bur-
glaries in outer locations
in the city.

Police then arrested
all three burglars under
Section 379 IPC and
Dilshad was arrested
under Section 411 IPC
for knowingly buying
stolen goods.

Three arrested stealing mobile tower batteries
Buyer arrested as well

2 ganja peddlers
arrested

RRaaiippuurr::  Two ganja peddlers
have been arrested under
Narcotics Act after they were
nabbed possessing the contra-
band. The first accused identi-
fied as Santosh Yadav was
arrested by Khamardih police
from near a shop after he was
found possessing 1.300 kg con-
traband in a bag.

The other one identified as
Kannahaiya Garg was arrest-
ed by Urla police from outside
a factory after he was nabbed
possessing 1.600 kg contra-
band in a plastic bag. Both the
accused were later booked
under Section 20B of NDPS
Act by respective police sta-
tions.

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Mar 07: Acting
on the directive Raipur
(range) Dr Anand
Chhabra, Civil Lies po-
lice on Sunday night ar-
rested three drug ped-
dler and sixed from
them banned psy-
chotropic drugs kept in
a bag.

According to police, a
raid was conducted in
the particular spot from
identified them.
Identified as Gopal
Krishna Verma, Harish
Kumar Chaturvedi and

Satnam Singh none of
them contained the pur-
chase bills of the drugs
seized from them.

The drugs seized from
them were 55 nos. of
Planokuf syrup, 28 nos.
Codi-star, 9 nos. of
Tossex, 1008 tablets of
Spastrancan-Plux and
60 tablets of LPRAX, all
totaling to Rs 1 lakh. All
three accused were then
taken to Civil Lines po-
lice station where they
were booked Section
21B of NDPS Act.
Further investigation is
now underway.

Three drug peddlers arrested

RRaaiippuurr,,  MMaarr  0077:: Women and Child
Development and Social Welfare
Minister Mrs. Anila Bhedia
attended the International
Women’s Day cum District
Awareness Camp organised at
Shankaracharya Cultural
Building in Mahasamund district.
She inaugurated the program by
lighting the lamp. She also
donated motorized tricycles
(battery operated) to three dif-
ferently-abled women, Ms. Saroj
Yadav, Lata Yadav and Padmavati
Sonmani. They were happy to get
a motorized tricycle from minis-
ter and thanked her. This motor-
ized tricycle is provided by the
Social Welfare Department. It is
noteworthy that the program
was organized under the joint
aegis of Women, Child
Development and Social Welfare.
The program began with the
singing of the state song Arpa
Parri by the blind children of
Fortune Foundation, Baghbehra.
Congratulating the International
Women’s Day, Women and Child
Development Minister Mrs. Anila
Bhedia said that the women of
the state are discharging their
responsibilities and moving for-
ward. From farming to farming,

women are serving the country
by flying (airplanes) in the sky.
Today’s women are succeeding in
every field. The state govern-
ment is running beneficiary ori-
ented schemes for women.
Recently, the Chief Minister ‘Noni
Sashaktikaran Yojana’ has been
introduced by the state govern-
ment to help the daughters of
labour families in education,
employment, self-employment
and marriage. Through this
scheme, a lump sum amount will
be paid in the bank accounts of
the first two daughters of the eli-
gible registered beneficiaries.
She said that Chhattisgarh
Kaushalya Matritva Yojana has
also been launched. Under this

scheme, for the good future of
the girl child born in the state
and to encourage their parents,
an amount of Rs. 5000 will be
given. Minister Mrs. Bhedia said
that Sakhi One Stop Centers are
also being operated efficiently in
every district of the state for the
safety of the victims. Through
these centres, women are being
given free legal aid, counseling
and shelter under one roof. She
said that women of every field
have done a very good job during
the Corona period, all of them
deserve congratulations. Mrs.
Bhedia has recorded her achieve-
ment at the international level.
The women of the state are
strong and capable. Expecting

excellent performance from
them in future as well, she
appealed to the women present
that a three-day state level
women’s Madai has been organ-
ized at BTI Ground Shankar
Nagar in the  Raipur, where the
products prepared by the self-
help groups of the state have
been displayed and they are also
selling their materials.  On this
occasion, 20 women were hand-
ed over checks worth Rs. At the
same time, 25 women groups
were given cheque of Rs 20-20
thousand in women’s fund loan
for a total amount of 5 lakh. In
this way, cheque of total amount
of Rs 9 lakh were distributed
under both the schemes by the
Minister Smt. Anila Bhedia.
District Panchayat President
Mrs. Usha Patel while addressing
said that the present era of
women is of women empower-
ment. Women are playing an
important role in the develop-
ment and upliftment of the coun-
try. District Program Officer,
Women and Child Development
Mr. Sameer Pandey presented
information about the depart-
mental activities and achieve-
ments going on in the district.

Women are moving ahead by discharging
their responsibilities: Bhedia

Raipur, Mar 07: In a first
of its kind reported in
Raipur, a teenager was ar-
rested under IT Act for up-
loading and sharing ob-
scene contents through his
cell phone.

According to Civil Lines
police, the accused was
identified and Nilesh
Sharma was booked
under Section 504, 505
1(B), 505(2) IPC apart from
the Sections of IT Act and
Section 4, 5 of Prevention
of Immoral Trafficking

(PITA). In further investi-
gation, it was found that
Vinod Singh Thakur, pla-
toon commander present-
ly posted in CM Security.
The platoon commander
has been found of illegal-
ly collecting the call detail
records (CDR) of the cell
phone of Nilesh Sharma.
Thakur was also found to
have tampered with the
CDR data. Following
these revelations, Thakur
was immediately put
under suspension by bat-
talion commandant
Manoj Khilari. Further
investigation is now un-
derway.

One arrested under IT Act
Platoon Commander
suspended as well



CENTRAL CHRONICLE, BILASPUR, TUESDAY, MARCH 08,  2022

WARM WELCOME 

On the occasion of the commencement of the budget session of Chhattisgarh
Legislative Assembly, Chhattisgarh Governor Anusuiya Uikey was accorded a warm
welcome by the Speaker of the Legislative Assembly Dr. Charandas Mahant, Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel, Leader of Opposition Dharamlal Kaushik, Parliamentary
Affairs Minister Ravindra Choubey, Deputy Speaker of the Legislative Assembly
Manoj Mandavi and Principal Secretary, Chhattisgarh Legislative Assembly C.S.
Gangrade. 

Raipur, Mar 07: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
today launched Kaushalya
Matritva Yojana by provid-
ing cheque of Rs 5 thou-
sand to five beneficiaries
each for safe motherhood
at the state level women’s
conference held at BTI
Ground here on the occa-
sion of International
Women’s Day. A provision
has been made in this
scheme to give a lump sum

assistance of Rs 5000 to
women beneficiaries on
the birth of second daugh-
ter. The scheme will help
in the upbringing and edu-
cation of the girl child.

Extending greetings and
best wishes on
International Women’s
Day, Baghel said that
women have always held a
high place in the culture of
Chhattisgarh. However,
despite having better posi-
tion in the society, women
were lagging behind men
in terms of economic par-
ticipation, he said.

According to him there is
no dearth of ability, capa-
bility and the enthusiasm
to move forward. He said
that the work that his gov-
ernment carried out with
determination to provide
rights and justice to
women was apparent.

Today women are
preparing various materi-
als including vermi com-
post from cow dung in
Gouthans (cow-shelters),
he said and added that
women of Chhattisgarh,
like big industrialists, will
prepare paint and gener-

ate electricity with use of
cow dung. Apart from
generating electricity,
women will also earn
money by selling electrici-
ty, he said. Baghel said that
many women were being
provided jobs in Gouthans
which were being devel-
oped in the form of Rural
Industrial Park in
Chhattisgarh.

Baghel said that his gov-
ernment also waived off
loans of Rs 13 crore of self-
help groups and doubled
their loan limit from
Mahila Kosh on the occa-
sion of Teeja-Pora.

Anganwadi workers
who performed outstand-
ingly in Anganwadi serv-
ices and self-help groups
who encouraged women to
avail benefit of
Chhattisgarh Mahila Kosh
schemes for their econom-
ic self reliance were felici-
tated at the state level
women’s conference.
Baghel also honored the
officers doing excellent
work under Sakhi One
Stop Center and Nava
Bihan Yojna. He also re-
leased Kanya Vivah Yojana
Coffee Table Book, Sakhi
One Stop Center

Telephone Directory and
brochures of schemes re-
lated to women empower-
ment. Baghel also visited
the stalls of exhibition of
products prepared by
women self-help groups
from all over the state in
the four-day state level
Mahila Madai organized at
BTI Ground on the occa-
sion of International
Women’s Day.

Women and Child
Development Minister
said that Kaushalya
Matritva Yojana launched
by Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel would prove helpful
in educating and nurturing
daughters. Also present on
the occasion were Urban
Administration Minister
Dr Shiv Kumar Dahria,
Rajya Sabha MP Chhaya
Verma, Chairperson of
Chhattisgarh Commission
for Protection of Child
Rights, Tejkunwar Netam,
MLAs Anita Yogendra
Sharma, Shakuntala Sahu,
Sangeeta Sinha, Laxmi
Dhruv, Raipur District
Panchayat President
Domeshwari Sahu, office
bearers of civic bodies and
panchayat raj institutions
and women.

CM launches ‘Kaushalya Matritva Yojana’
at state level women’s conference

Women honored
for excellent work

Raipur, Mar 07: In view
of the crisis in Ukraine, a
help center has been set up
in New Delhi as per the in-
structions of Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
to provide assistance to
the citizens of
Chhattisgarh. According
to the information re-

ceived from this center, 197
students of Chhattisgarh
have safely returned from
February 27 to March 7 till
5 pm. These students were
provided with the facili-
ties of vehicles, accommo-
dation, and food on the in-
structions of the Chief
Minister. Besides, all the
necessary arrangements
including air tickets have
been made to get students
back to their hometown.

According to the infor-
mation received from
Sanjay Awasthi, Joint
Resident Commissioner,
Chhattisgarh Bhawan,
New Delhi, nearly 17 stu-
dents of Chhattisgarh
stranded in Ukraine and
their 7 family members
are in constant contact
over the phone with this
help center set up in New
Delhi.

197 students of Ch’garh
return safely from Ukraine

Food, accommoda-
tion and vehicle
facilities provided
to these students as
per the instructions
of Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel

All necessary
arrangements
made to get stu-
dents back to their
hometown

Raipur, Mar 07: Speaker
of Chhattisgarh Legislative
Assembly Dr. Charandas
Mahant laid the foundation
stone for construction of 12
chambers for ministers in
the assembly premise.
These rooms will be con-
structed at the cost of Rs 10
crore 33 lakh. Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel,
Leader of Opposition
Dharamlal Kaushik, Home

Minister Tamradhwaj
Sahu, School Education
Minister Dr. Premsai Singh
Tekam, Revenue Minister
Jaisingh Agrawal, Urban
Administration and
Development Minister Dr.
Shiv Kumar Daharia, Food
Minister Amarjeet Bhagat,
Women and Child
Development Minister
Anila Bhendia and Deputy
Speaker Manoj Singh
Mandavi, along with
Parliamentary Secretaries
and MLAs were present on
the occasion.

VS Speaker lays stone of
12 chambers for ministers

In the assembly
premise

Devendra Marco
Raipur: Devendra

M a r c o ,
breathed
his last
here on
Monday.
He was
34. He
w a s

working in Chhattisgarh
Rajbhasha Aayog. The
final rites will be per-
formed on March 8 at
10:00 am at Daldal Siwni
crematorium.

OBITUARY

Raipur 07 March 2022

A meeting of Business
Advisory Committee was
held in the main committee
room of the Chhattisgarh

Vidhan Sabha today under
the chairmanship of
Speaker Dr. Charandas
Mahant. Members of the
committee including Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel,

Leader of Opposition
Dharamlal Kaushik, and
Parliamentary Affairs
Minister Ravindra
Choubey were present in
the meeting.

Business Advisory Committee meeting held in VS

Raipur, Mar 07: Twenty
seven-year-old Satyavati
Sahu assumed the charge
as a community health of-
ficer (CHO) at the Health
and Wellness Centre
(HWC), Sankara, in late
2019.

However, in just over
two years, the HWC has
seen the footfall going up
from 150 between 2017 to
2019 to over 9,000 in 2021-
22. While the COVID crisis
and increased range of
services have played their
part in bringing forth this
spurt, CHOs like her also
deserve a fair share of
credit for being agents of
change, believes Satyavati.

This transformation
wasn’t easy. The new role
for this nursing graduate
was baptism by fire. The
HWC had just expanded
its range of services from
two to 12, putting more de-
livery and execution re-
sponsibilities on the new
recruits like herself. Soon
the COVID-19 crisis hit
and made the challenge
even more daunting.
Being the single mother of
a three-year-old didn’t help
matters.

Yet the biggest stum-
bling block for Satyavati
was something else. As
she looks back at her brief
tenure so far, she identifies
public attitude in the
catchment area of her
HWC in Tilda-Newra — a
Tehsil in the fringes of the
Capital Raipur — as the
biggest stumbling block.

“When I first went there,
I noticed that there was a
lack of faith in the govern-
ment medical system and
outdated beliefs about
health, especially in preg-
nancy and other women’s
health-related issues, that
dominated the discourse. I
remember one of my earli-
est encounters was with
an ex-sarpanch with dia-
betes and high blood pres-
sure whose family was un-
willing to give her pills
from the HWC, but I per-
suaded them to opt for
those. Soon they acknowl-

edged the fact that the gov-
ernment health centres
are just as good or even
better,” says Satyavati.

Many such behavioural
changes were to follow.
Satyavati says she was un-
daunted unrelenting when
it came to changing peo-
ple’s outlook about the
government systems or
changing public percep-
tion. “In many cases, fami-
ly members themselves
were against institutional
delivery for women. I had
to counsel them patiently
and won them over.
Sometimes I was even ac-
cused of abdicating re-
sponsibilities for merely
transferring complex
cases to District Hospitals
but I know that brickbats
come and go, what is para-
mount is the life of the
mother and babies,” she
adds.

Then how did she get

around the problem?
“Regular follow ups and
relentless pursuit,” she
says. “I continuously
tracked the progress of
the women, kept telling
the families about the safe-
ty factors associated with
institutional deliveries
and the importance of ex-
pertise that senior doctors
at the HWC or higher insti-
tutions provided. Slowly
and steadily, many came
on board,” she says.

Her biggest success
story and her biggest re-
gret are also from this area
— ensuring safe delivery
and proper early health of
a child whose mother had
lost another baby just
months ago and failing to
prevent a miscarriage de-
spite her best efforts re-
spectively.

“I am a mother myself
and my maternal instincts
kick in each time I see a
mother and child. And I
am trying my best to incul-
cate this in the mitanins
and other health other
health care workers under
me,” says Satyavati.

The job, of course, is far
from complete and an in-
creasing number of pa-
tients will bring resource-
management challenges,
but she remains deter-
mined as ever.

“People are ditching pri-
vate hospitals in large
numbers because there is
a new-found belief in the
state’s services. I have al-
ways pushed my limits
and will continue to do
so,” Satyavati says.

Milestones galore for this last-mile warrior

This International Women’s Day, here is the
story of a 29-year-old CHO who is bringing
attitudinal change about government health
services in a remote Chhattisgarh town

Raipur, Mar 07: KASH
Foundatin organized a
day long blood donation
camp at Sachdev Bhavan
Fafadih for Thalessemia

affected children and to
promote blood donation
honoured women who
donated blood. On this
occasion KASH
Foundation founder
Kajal Sachdev, Suresh
Sachdev, Congress leader
Nitin Bhansali and oth-
ers.
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Raipur, Mar 07: Hindi
webseries ‘Anarchy’ mo-
hurat shot and shooting
started in the presence of
C h h a t t i s g a r h
Government consultant
Mr Gourav Dwivedi.
Bollywood film director
Mr Tarik Khan was pres-
ent under his direction,
webseries ‘Anarchy’ mo-
hurat shot and shooting
started in Hotel Babylon,
Raipur. The shooting of
this webseries will be
done in Raipur and near-
by places. Producer of
the webseries infomed
that the shooting will be
done within 55 days. In

this webseries
Bollywood famous artist
Tigmanshu Dhulia,
Piyush Mishra, Anita
Hansnandani, Zakir
H u s s a i n , Y a s h p a l
Sharma, Shankar
Sachdeo, Rakesh Pandey,
Reema Jain and Avi
Pardasinya will be seen
as lead artist. Beside this
near about 50 artist from
Chhattisgarh will be act-
ing in this webseries.
Anarchy webseries will
be produced under the
banner of Wartul Film
Pvt. Ltd., Annika Multy
Venchers Pvt. Ltd. VIP
Movies and
Entertainment and Era
Films.

Raipur, Mar 07: Shri
Bajrang Power and Ispat
Ltd, Borjhara unit organ-
ised the Safety Day on
March 04, 2022 in which the
officials and employees
participated and expressed
their views on awareness
towards safety. Company
Director, SK Goyal speak-
ing on this year theme
‘Motivaing youths in devel-
opment of safety culture’

urged the employees,
youths to be aware towards
safety rules while working,
so that accidents can be

avoided. In this series Shri
Bajrang Power and Ispat
Ltd, Safety, Environment
Department, Health and

A d m i n i s t r a t i v e
Department in association
with RC Blood Bank
(Vandematram Group)
jointly organised the blood
donation camp on March
05 in which officials and
employees participated
with much enthusiasim.
About 78 people donated
blood  in the  camp. The
blood donors were felicitat-
ed with certificate and gift.

KASH Foundation organizes
blood donation camp for

Thalessemia affected children
Honours women
who donated
blood

Hindi webseries ‘Anarchy’ mohurat
shot and shooting started 

Safety Day and Blood Donation camp organised 

RRaaiippuurr,,  MMaarr  0077:: On the third
day of Suresh Agrawal memo-
rial Cricket tournament at Hira
Sports Ground Fundhar, VIP
Road in total 4 matches were
played, the first match was
played in between State Bank
of India and Bank of India, SBI
won the toss and decided of
batting first in which they
scored 58 runs by losing all the
wickets, countering the match
Bank of India achieved the tar-
get in hardly 6.4 hours with a
minimum loss of only one
wicket, in this match an expe-
rienced batsman Ranjan

Kumar was felicitated as the
player of the match for scoring
19 runs in 17 balls.

The second game of the day
was played in between HDFC
bank and State Bank of India
Jagdalpur, HDFC Bank won the
toss and elected to bowl first
the players of State Bank of
India made 94 runs by losing
five wickets countering in the
next inning HDFC Bank team
collapsed on a minimum score
of hardly 56 runs by losing 7
wickets a very young chap
Azhar Khan was awarded as
the player of match for hitting

22 runs in 9 balls and snatching
4 wickets in just 2 overs.

In the evening the third play
was in between Kotak infinity
and Axis Bank, Kotak infinity
won the toss and selected to
bat first they scored 63 runs
with the loss of 6 wickets in
the next inning Axis Bank by
losing only 6 wickets made the
target in early 10 overs. For
achieving 3 wickets in 3 overs
the man of the match respect
was given to Mr. King Khan
Sona, in the same match
Abhishek alias Goldy who
made 30 runs in 19 balls also

was applauded by the audi-
ence.

The last match of the day
was played in between Sarda
energy and MMI hospital,
Sarda energy won the toss and
opted to bat first in which they
scored a remarkable target of
120 runs for MMI hospital buy
only losing 6 wickets. While
countering MMI hospital play-
ers could only score 75 runs
while using 7 wickets in the
match, Shivamdahake was
rewarded as the player of the
match for scoring 26 runs in 16
balls.

BoI, Axis Bank, Sarda Energy and SBI emerge winner 
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Raigarh, Mar 07: On the
occasion of International
Women's Day, JSPL
Foundation, the CSR wing
of Jindal Steel & Power
launched a special pro-
gramme, Jindal Swayam
Sampanna Nari on
Women's Skill & Education
in Odisha & Chhattisgarh.

Under this programme,
underprivileged girls and
women can avail of finan-
cial assistance towards the

course fee for pursuing vo-
cational training or aca-
demic courses in profes-
sional/general streams in
the institutions/colleges of
their choice.

The objective of the pro-
gramme is to support girl
children/ women from
poor and underprivileged
sections to make them self-
reliant. The programme fo-
cuses on girl
children/women who due
to financial constraints are
unable to complete their
studies or could not under-
take further studies.

Launching the special
programme Chairperson
of JSPL Foundation Ms
Shallu Jindal said, "On this
International Women's
Day, let us join together to
ensure Gender equality

today for a sustainable to-
morrow. Investing in the
skilling & education of
women is the foremost pri-
ority in social development
programmes.

As one step ahead in this
direction JSPL Foundation
has announced the
Programme 'Jindal
SwayamSampanna Nari
on Women's Skill &

Education'. I am sure this
will certainly go a long way
in augmenting the employ-
ability of Women and
thereby empowering them
sustainably.

The programme will be
implemented in the entire
Odisha and Chhattisgarh
state initially, she in-
formed. Women and girls
with poor socio-economic
backgrounds, who are
under the age group of 16
to 30 and have secured 60
per cent or more in Class
10th Board Examination
can apply for financial as-
sistance for the vocational
training courses.

Girls who have complet-
ed higher secondary educa-
tion with 65 percent and
graduation with 55 percent
can seek financial assis-

tance for graduation and
post-graduation courses,
respectively.

The parental/family in-
come ceiling is Rs 2 lakh ru-
pees per annum for eligibil-
ity under the programme.
The family income certifi-
cate issued by a competent
revenue authority along
with a passport size photo-
graph of the applicant and
mark sheet of 10th and/or
higher class Examinations
should be provided with the
application.

For pursuing profession-
al courses like medical, en-
gineering, management,
law etc. the candidates
need to be successful in the
respective entrance exami-
nation and secure a letter
of admission from the con-
cerned institution/college.
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Konta, Mar 07: Cobra
Battalions deployed to
maintain security and
peace in Sukma district
are contributing and pro-
viding security for the de-
velopment of the district.

on March 06, a free med-
ical service camp was or-
ganized as per the instruc-
tions of Somitra Rai,
Commandant of 201 Cobra
Battalion posted at village
Chintalnar in Konta block
of Sukma district.

In this camp, Dr. Jitu,
Medical Officer of 201
COBRA, did routine
checkup of Chintalnar
and hundreds of nearby
villagers one by one. All
the villagers who came for
their treatment in the
medical service program
were closely examined by
the doctor and those who
were sick were given medi-

cines after examination of
the disease.

On the spot, other offi-
cers of Cobra 201 and in-
charge of the station,
Rakesh Yadav and all the
jawans were present. The

villagers who came to the
free medical camp ex-
pressed happiness by get-
ting the treatment done for
free and the villagers also
appreciated this excellent
work of the Cobra unit.

Along with the opera-
tional activities, this com-
mendable effort by the
CoBRA Battalion will fur-
ther improve the relations
of the police administra-
tion with the villagers.
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Bilaspur, Mar 07: A three-
day training program was
started on the topic of new
dimensions of sustainable
farming in the Department
of Rural Technology and
Social Development, Guru
Ghasidas Central
University.

This training program is
being organized under the
guidance of Vice-
Chancellor, Prof. Alok
Kumar Chakrawal in col-
laboration with the Skill
Development Cell of the
University.

At the beginning of the
program, the organizer, Dr.
Dilip Kumar, Assistant
Professor of Rural
Technology and Social
Development Department
told the students that
through this training,

earthworm manure, vermi-
wash, azolla production
and blue green algae pro-
duction units, which were
closed during the corona
period, will be operated
again for production.

This will give impetus to
the study-cum-earn
scheme being run by the
department. Dr. Pushpraj
Singh, Head of the

Department, said that due
to unbalanced use of
chemical fertilizers, the
fertility of the soil has al-
most ended, which we can
revive only through tradi-
tional farming.

Azolla increases the fer-
tility of the soil and is also
used as green fodder for
livestock. Dr. Rohit Raja,
Coordinator of the Skill

Development Cell said that
the Rural Technology
Department has a special
contribution in organizing
such employmet-oriented
program, which increases
the practical knowledge in
the students and they can
adopt it as a livelihood. A
total of 45 students are
participating in the pro-
gramme.
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Konta, Mar 07: To provide
life-useful essential materi-
als to the villagers and to
establish better coordina-
tion between the adminis-
tration and the villagers in
the village panchayat
Potakpalli in Sukma dis-
trict of Chhattisgarh state
on March 06, 2022, and to
strengthen the public's
trust in the administration
in the naxal sensitive area
Civic Action Program
under the guidance of
Jagdish Prasad Balai, was
organized.

In this programme
Kumar Alok (Sec.Com.O.)
212 Battalion, Amit
Sangwan (Sec.Com.O.) 208
Cobra, Sachindra Chobe,
Additional Superintendent
of Police, Chhattisgarh
Police and Potakpalli and
about 500 to 600 villagers of
nearby villages were pres-
ent.

During the program,
radio, essential items like
mosquito nets, emergency
solar lights, blankets,

clothes, small children's
clothes, sarees, slippers,
sports items and kits and
solar powered in the entire

village were distributed.
Simultaneously, medical

camps were also organized
in which necessary med-

ical aid was provided to all
the needy people of the vil-
lage and necessary medi-
cines were distributed in
the village itself.

During the program,
Jagdish Prasad Balai
Commandant 212 V Vahini
Republik apprised the vil-
lagers about the works
being done by the govern-
ment in the interest of the
villagers like road con-
struction, school and hos-
pital construction and its
benefits to the people pres-
ent again. Explained.

Simultaneously, public
welfare schemes like MN-
REGA, widow and old age
pension were told to the
masses. The public repre-
sentatives and villagers
present thanked the gov-
ernment and the CRPF for
setting up a CRPF camp
for the protection of the
villagers in sensitive and
inaccessible areas like
Potkapalli.

Work for plucking of
‘Tendupatta’ in full swing
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Kondagaon, Mar 07: The
'Green Gold' - Tendupatta
of Bastar region is known
for its quality and with the
state government increas-
ing the MSP on
'Tendupatta', it has provid-
ed new lease of energy to
the labourers involved in
collection of 'Tendupatta'.

There are more than
50000 persons from the en-
tire district involved in
plucking of 'tendupatta'
and this earns them good
income and by which they
are able to improve upon
their economic condition.

Tendupatta is available
in abundance in
Kondagaon district and
this apart from being part
of tribal culture, is impor-
tant from financial point
of view for the forest peo-

ple as well.
This time with chances

of having bumper produc-
tion, the work for 'buta'
harvesting is in full swing.

In forest circle, Mulmula's
'Laghu Vanopaj Sahakari
Samiti', and 'Tendupatta
Buta Katai Tyohar' of
Giroula was organised

from March 3-5 in the lots
of 'Tendupatta Fad'. In this
the villagers took part in
plucking of 'tendupatta' in
large number.

Villagers distributed with
item of day-to-day use
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Kondagaon, Mar 07: As
per instructions from
Commandant 188
Battalion CRPF E/188
Company Mungapadar of
Kondagaon Sunil Kumar
and under leadership of
Dy. Commandant Kailash
Chand, the Medical
Officer Dr N Shyam
Kumar and Inspector
Suresh Javeria and other
jawans of the Company, a
Civic Action Programme
was organised in Gram
Medpal of District
Kondagaon on March 5.

In this camp, the vil-
lagers were distributed
radio, solar lights and
mosquito nets and other
household items. In this
camp the medical officer

examined 224 patients and
provided them free-of-cost
medical facility and con-
sultation and distributed
medicines to them.

To make this pro-
gramme successful,
Sarpanch Gram Medpal
Falsu Baghel, Dy.

Sarpanch Saiboram and
Head Master Govt School
Madpal Soomnath Diwan,
Asst. teacher Vijay Diwan,
Milan Baghel, Sukul
Netam, Sukhdev Yadav
and other public represen-
tatives were present.

In this programme

KailashChand (Dy.
Commandant) gave infor-
mation to villagers about
the public welfare works
and co-operative attitude
and how holding better re-
lations can make them
more prosper and lead a
comfortable life.
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By 188 CRPF E /188 Battalion Kondagaon

MP lays stone for ‘Nal-Jal Yojana’
Central Chronicle News

Khairagarh, Mar 07:
New days back the stone
for 'Nal-Jal Yojana' in
Gram Marutola Kala of
Khairagarh block was
done at the hands of LS
MP Santosh Pandey. It is
worthwhile to mention
here that it is after the
Independence it was for
the first time that any MP
reached Marutola Kala
and seeing him the vil-
lagers were equally excit-
ed.

On this occasion LS MP
Santosh Pandey laid stone
for construction works to
be done under 'Nal-Jal
Yojana'. During this for-
mer MLA Dongargarh
Ramji Bharti, District
Panchayat 'sabhapati'
Ghamman Sahu were
present.

On this occasion LS MP

Santosh Pandey said that
despite reaching to their
village for the first time,
he finds lot of happiness
and which is difficult to
express. The Modi-led cen-
tral government under
'Nal-Jal Mission' is provid-
ing pure water to house of
each and every citizen and
for which the foundation
stone was laid in Gram
Marutola.

Ramji Bharti and

Ghamman Sau said that
with this work they will
try their level best that de-
velopment of this village
take place at all level and
they would be able to
carry out works in better
manner. On this occcasion
LS MP rep
Bhagwatsharan Singh,
Biseshar Sahu, BJP leader
Gorelal Verma, Sarpanch
Tularam Sahu and other
villagers were present.

In Gram Marutola Kala in Khairagarh block
CRPF observes Amrit Mahotsav

Three-day training program gets underway
On ‘new dimensions of sustainable farming’ in CU

Cobra Battalion organizes free medical camp

JSPL foundation launches Jindal
‘Swayam Sampanna Nari’

For Skill
Development &
Education of Women
and Girls
On occasion of Int’nl
Women’s Day 2022 

Shallu Jindal

Youth giving lift to
unknown loses Rs 1 lakh
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Pandaria, Mar 07: A
youth taking out cash of Rs
1 lakh from State Bank in
city fell victim of pic-pock-
eting. As per information
from Police, a youth named
Shambhu Lal Chandrakar
R/o Musau of Navagaon
Block took out cash of Rs 1
lakh from SBI Pandaria
branch and came out and
was going towards his bike.
Outside the Bank two
youths asked for lift from
him upto Gandhi Chowk.
On this Chandrakar gave
them lift and after which
he found the cash of Rs 1
lakh missing from his
pocket.

He tried to search for two
youths, but it was in vain.

He immediately gave infor-
mation about it to
Pandaria thana. On this
the Police formed a team
and carried out checking at
all places in the city and by
evening they were unable
to trace the accused. It is
learnt that both the thieves
were seen inside the Bank
and were watching people
taking out cash. TI Mukesh
Yadav informed that the
Police has lodged a  case
and taken matter  under in-
vestigation.

Took lift saying they
are thief:

The unknown persons
taking lift from
Chandrakar said that they
are asking for lift and are
thieves and the Police is
after them and they are in
need of lift. Despite this
Chandrakar gave lift. The
Police said that both the
thieves will not be spared.

Fell victim of pick-pocketing
after withdrawal from bank

Two vehicles 
collide, one dies

In Gram Ghusera
Dongargarh, Mar 07: In a
massive collision between
four-wheeler and a two-
wheeler vehicle on Motipur
road near Gram Ghusera,
the two-wheeler rider died
on the spot. As per informa-
tion from 112 driver Deepak
Thakur, there was collision
between a pick-up Van and
Passion-pro Motorcycle in
Gram Ghusera, the bike
rider Raghuvir Singh (53)
from Gram Musara of
Dongargarh died on the spot.
The driver of Pick-up Van
was Junaid Qureshi S/o
Kashid Qureshi (18) and is
R/o Old Bus Stand
Dongargarh and was coming
from Rajnandgaon road to-
wards Dongargarh. The
body of deceased was sent
for post-mortem by constable
of 112 vehicle Arjun Verma
and driver Depak Thakur
and the pick-up van was
seized and taken to thana.



GOLDEN TEMPLE VISIT

Swiss ambassador to India, Ralf Heckner (C) and his wife Ilaria Maconi Heckner (3R)
visit Golden Temple in Amritsar, Punjab on Monday.
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BRIEF
Seized

Balasore: A 55-year-
old man has been ar-
rested and brown
sugar worth Rs 26
lakh seized from his
possession in Odisha’s
Balasore district, po-
lice said on Monday.
Acting on a tip-off, ex-
cise and police offi-
cials raided a location
on Kamarda Road and
made the arrest, an of-
ficer said. Further in-
vestigation is under-
way, he added.

Celebrate
Indore: People of
Dhanwantari Nagar
area in Indore cele-
brated the “birthday”
of a garden with a
cake-cutting function
to create awareness
about greenery and
the environment, a
civic official said on
Monday. The event
was observed at Atal
Udyan, spread over
80,000 square feet and
developed jointly by the
5000-odd people of the
locality and Indore
Municipal
Corporation. It will cre-
ate an emotional con-
nection of the people.

Returns
Nagpur: A rickshaw
driver and a physical-
ly-disabled passenger
who returned a bag
containing Rs 1.50
lakh found in the vehi-
cle were felicitated by
Nagpur police.
Rickshaw driver
Sushil Pundalik
Lahutare (50) and pas-
senger Dinesh Anand
Thaware (45) had re-
turned a bag left be-
hind in the vehicle by
one Mehboob Hasan.
The two came to
Pachpaoli police sta-
tion and deposited the
bag. Police managed
to return it to Hasan
with help.

Clash
Mathura: Four peo-
ple sustained injuries
in a clash after they
visited the home of a
local resident, alleg-
ing that beef was
stored there. The inci-
dent took place in the
Manoharpura area
under the Kotwali po-
lice station when
members of the
Gaurakhshak Dal, a
cow vigilante group,
knocked at the door of
a local resident. They
alleged that beef was
stored in the house,
leading to an alterca-
tion and a scuffle.
Four vigilantes were
injured.

Curb
Mumbai: Mumbai
Police Commissioner
Sanjay Pandey asked
builders and construc-
tion contractors to rein
in noise pollution and
provide relief to the
people of the metropo-
lis. Addressing people
via a Facebook Live
session, Pandey, who
was appointed to the
top post recently, said
construction activities
were important but “at
the same time, citizens
should at least have a
noise-free time”.

Held
New Delhi: A 25 year
old man was arrested
on charges of killing a
woman in outer
Delhi’s Bawana area
after she refused to
marry him. They iden-
tified the accused as
Ramveer, an autorick-
shaw driver. The police
said they received a
call apprising them of
the incident. The caller
told us that an uniden-
tified man had stabbed
the woman at K block
area in Bawana. When
police reached the
spot, the victim was
found lying uncon-
scious.

New Delhi, Mar 07 (PTI):

The Delhi High Court
on Monday dismissed for-
mer West Bengal chief sec-
retary Alapan
Bandyopadhyay’s chal-
lenge to the transfer of his
application concerning
proceedings against him
from Kolkata to New Delhi
by the Central
Administrative Tribunal
(CAT).

A bench of Chief
Justice DN Patel and Jyoti
Singh said there was no
reason to interfere with
the transfer, and clarified
that it was not expressing
any opinion on the merits
of the proceedings against
him. Bandyopadhyay had
moved the Kolkata bench
of the CAT to challenge
the proceedings initiated

against him in a matter re-
lated to not attending a
meeting chaired by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
to discuss the effects of cy-
clone ‘Yaas’ at the
Kalaikunda Air Force
Station on May 28 last
year.

The proceedings against
the petitioner were initiat-
ed by the Ministry of
Personnel and Public
Grievance and Pensions.

Counsel for the petition-
er had argued that the
transfer order was passed
in complete violation of

the principles of natural
justice, equity and fair
play as he was not even
granted a right to file his
written objections and the
Centre’s plea was allowed
on the very first day of its
listing.

He had claimed that con-
venience of the officer has
to be considered while is-
suing the order and the pe-
titioner ordinarily and
permanently resides in
Kolkata and the entire
cause of action occurred
within the jurisdiction of
the Kolkata Bench of CAT.

Solicitor General
Tushar Mehta, represent-
ing the Centre, had said till
the time proceedings are
virtual, it does not matter
it happens in Kolkata or
Delhi and the court can
record his request or joint
request that the hearing
shall be held virtual before
the CAT. Bandyopadhyay,
who was not released by

the state government,
chose to retire on May 31,
2021, his original date of
superannuation before
having been given an ex-
tension of three months
from that date.

The Union government
had filed a transfer peti-
tion before the principal
bench of CAT, which on
October 22 last year al-
lowed the transfer of
Bandyopadhyay’s applica-
tion to itself in New Delhi.

On January 6, the
Supreme Court had set
aside a Calcutta High
Court order which
quashed the CAT transfer
order and granted
Bandyopadhyay the liber-
ty to assail the same before
the jurisdictional high
court. The apex court had
delivered its verdict on a
plea filed by the Centre
challenging the October
29, 2021 order of the
Calcutta High Court.

HC dismisses former WB chief secy challenge

Alapan Bandyopadhyay

To transfer of CAT
proceedings

Bhubaneswar, Mar 07 (PTI):

The Special Task Force
(STF) of the Odisha Police
has moved a competent au-
thority under the NDPS Act
to attach assets worth over
Rs 2 crore of Anil Kumar
Pandi, one of the most
wanted drug smugglers” of
the state, a top official said
on Monday.

Under narcotic drugs and
psychotropic substance
(NDPS) Act, there is a provi-
sion of seizing and forfei-
ture of ill-gotten property
((illegally acquired proper-
ty from Narcotics business
in last six years), a senior of-
ficial at the STF said.

The confiscated proper-
ties earned from the pro-
ceeds of drug peddling are
auctioned to the highest bid-
der after the competent au-

thority grants a fresh order
in this regard, the official
said. During investigation
of a NDPS case, properties
worth at least Rs 2 crore, ac-
quired by one Anil Kumar
Pandi of Chhachina village
in Ganjam district, out of il-
legal Ganja business had
been seized, he said.

It is also suspected that he
might be having such prop-
erties in Gujarat and
Maharashtra too, the STF
official said. The Competent
Authority and
Administrator of NDPS
Act, Kolkata, which is a
quasi-judicial authority
under NDPS Act, has been

requested for forfeiture of
the illegally acquired prop-
erty, he said.

On August 13, 2021, about
10 quintals of contraband
ganja, a truck and other in-
criminating documents
were seized. The seized
properties of the fugitive
drug peddler also include a
palatial three storied build-
ing having a swimming
pool, 33 plots and bank de-
posits, the official said. The
cost of the building has
been evaluated by the PWD
and roads and buildings de-
partment at around Rs 1.5
crore. The valuation of
other properties is in
process, the official said.
Pointing out that Anil
Kumar Pandi is one of the
most wanted drug traffick-
ers having multiple cases in
Gujarat and Odisha, the of-
ficial said that his brother
Sunil Pandi had earlier
been arrested by the
Gujarat police.

Odisha STF approaches competent
authority to attach properties

A property of Anil Kumar Pandi.

Of fugitive drug
peddler

Kochi, Mar 07 (PTI):

The Lok Ayukta’s func-
tions are only investiga-
tive in nature and there-
fore, the ordinance
amending the Kerala Lok
Ayukta Act has not made
the executive an appellate
authority nor has it re-
sulted in encroachment
into the judiciary’s do-
main, the LDF govern-
ment has told the High
Court here.

The submission by the
state government has
been made in an affidavit
filed in the high court in
response to a plea chal-
lenging the constitutional
validity of the recent
Kerala Lok Ayukta
(Amendment) Ordinance.

The petition by social

worker RS Sasikumar,
represented by senior ad-
vocate George
Poonthottam, has con-
tended that by passing the
ordinance, the executive
was “encroaching” into
the domain of the judici-
ary and quasi-judicial
bodies in contravention of
the doctrine of separation
of powers emphasised in
the Constitution of India.

Opposing the con-
tention, the state in its af-
fidavit, filed through sen-
ior government pleader V

Manu, has argued that a
reading of the Kerala Lok
Ayukta Act would make it
clear that “functions of
the Lok Ayukta are only
investigative in nature”
and that it was not a court
of law. “It is also trite and
settled law that the nature
and functions of the Lok
Ayukta and Upa Lok
Ayukta are investigative
and that Lok Ayukta and
Upa Lok Ayukta are nei-
ther a court nor a
Tribunal,” it has 
contended.

Lok Ayukta function investigative:
LDF Govt to Kerala HC

Kerala Lok Ayukta

Ordinance does 
not encroach on 
judiciary’s domain

Dehradun, Mar 07 (PTI):

Ahead of the assembly
poll results, BJP leaders
and strategists in
Uttarakhand have begun
internal confabulations
over the possible post-poll
scenarios that may emerge
in the state.

Party strategist Kailash
Vijayvargiya arrived here
and was huddled with for-
mer Union minister
Ramesh Pokhriyal
Nishank at the latter’s res-
idence to discuss how the
party was likely to fare in
the polls.

He also held discussions
with Chief Minister
Pushkar Singh Dhami and
Pradesh BJP president
Madan Kaushik. An im-
portant party meeting to
be attended by party poll
in-charge for Uttarakhand

Pralhad Joshi is also being
held on Monday. The poll
results will be declared on
March 10.

Vijayvargiya is consid-
ered an expert in the poli-
tics of making and break-
ing and meanings are
being read into the timing
of his arrival just ahead of
the poll results.

The stepped up confabu-
lations are being seen as

the party’s efforts to evolve
a formula to cobble up a
majority in case it misses
the magic figure.

If the elections throw up
a hung assembly with nei-
ther of the major players
(Congress and BJP) get-
ting a clear majority, the
role of independents in
government formation
and also those of tri-
umphant candidates from

parties like the BSP, SP
and UKD will become im-
portant.

The arrival of
Vijayvargiya, who is said
to have played a key role in
the rebellion against
Harish Rawat by his
MLAs in 2016, is being
seen from this angle.

The gathering of party
strategists like
Vijayvargiya shows that
contrary to its claims of
winning more than 60
seats this time, the BJP is
not quite optimistic about
getting a comfortable ma-
jority, political observer JS
Rawat said. If the party
misses the majority mark
narrowly it may try to sew
up a majority with the sup-
port of either winning in-
dependents or victorious
candidates from different
parties, he said.

BJP strategists discuss post-poll
scenarios in Uttarakhand

BJP leaders meet in state party office in Dehradun on Monday.

Kolkata, Mar 07 (PTI):

High drama was wit-
nessed on the first day of
the budget session of the
West Bengal assembly on
Monday as Governor
Jagdeep Dhankhar was
forced to table his inaugu-
ral address with BJP
MLAs staging a protest in
the House over alleged vi-
olence in the recently con-
cluded civic elections in
the state.

Dhankhar, who arrived
at the assembly at 2 PM to
deliver the inaugural ad-
dress, could not do it as
BJP legislators carrying
posters and photographs
of alleged victims of civic
poll violence came down
to the well to stage a
protest.

The governor was seen
pleading with the BJP

MLAs to let the proceed-
ings begin but the saffron
MLAs remained adamant.
They raised ‘Jai Shri
Ram’ and ‘Bharat Mata ki
Jai’ slogans.

As the governor was
about to leave the House,
ruling party MLAs includ-
ing Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee request-
ed him to stay, following
which Dhankhar again
urged the BJP lawmakers
to calm down, but in vain.

TMC members also
raised anti-BJP slogans
from 2.26 PM onwards.

Irritated over the
protest, Dhankhar thrice
tried to leave the House
but his way was blocked
by TMC legislators.

The high drama and dis-
ruption of proceedings
continued till 3 PM.

Following repeated re-
quests by the treasury
bench, Dhankhar tabled
his speech and left.

High drama in WB assembly as Guv tables speech 

West Bengal CM Mamata Banerjee greeting Governor
Jagdeep Dhankhar at West Bengal Assembly gate on Monday.

Amid BJP’s protest
against civic poll
violence

New Delhi, Mar 07 (PTI):

The Rajasthan govern-
ment’s decision to set up
high-quality telescopes in
each district, including at
four prominent tourists
spots in Jaipur, will help
promote night sky Astro
tourism, Mugdha Sinha,
Secretary in the state’s
Department of Science and
Technology, has said.

A similar telescope will
also be fixed at Bikaner
House in the national capi-
tal. The move would help in
connecting and promoting
science with the general
public through night sky
Astro tourism, Sinha said.
“The decision to set up
these telescopes would help
promote science, astrono-

my and night sky Astro
tourism in the state. People
keen to read the stars and
the sky can visit Jaipur and
other districts to enjoy the
night tourism,” she told
PTI. It will further boost
tourism activities in Jaipur,

which is described as an as-
tronomical haven by Time
Magazine, the secretary
said. Jaipur is known for its
astronomical marvel like
Jantar Mantar, which was
built in 1734 by Sawai Jai
Singh II.

Telescopes in Rajasthan districts
to promote Astro tourism

Some students observing night sky in Rajasthan.

Mumbai, Mar 07 (PTI):

The Bombay High Court
on Monday directed two
private contractors, select-
ed by the Maharashtra
government to install
CCTV cameras in police
stations across the state, to
appear before the HC on
Friday to explain the delay
in the installation work.

The HC said the two con-
tractors, based in Pune
and Bengaluru, had re-
ceived Rs 23 crore out of
the total Rs 60 crore allo-
cated for the installation of
the CCTVs, hence “they
can afford” to come to
Mumbai.

A bench of Justices S J
Kathawalla and Milind
Jadhav noted that while
the installation of CCTV
cameras was to be com-
pleted within 22 weeks

from the date of their con-
tract finalised in August
last year, the two contrac-
tors had completed instal-
lation of only half of the
targeted number of cam-
eras, and sought an addi-
tional 16 weeks to com-
plete the work.

On February 16 this
year, the Maharashtra gov-
ernment had informed the
HC that the two contrac-
tors Sujata Computers Pvt
Ltd, Pune and Javi
Systems India Pvt Ltd,
Bengaluru were selected
to implement the installa-
tion project, which includ-
ed maintenance of all the
CCTVs and instruments
for five years with effect
from August 6, 2021.

There are 1,089 police
stations in the state and so
far, 6,092 cameras have
been installed in 547 police

stations, the government
said.

Of these, 5,639 cameras
were functional and 453
were non-functional, the
affidavit said, adding that
the contractors have been
directed to rectify the
issue within a month.

The wiring and cabling
work in the remaining 542
police stations was com-
pleted, the affidavit said.

The state had also told
the court that it had allo-
cated Rs 60 crore to install
CCTV cameras in police
stations across the state
and out of this amount,
the two contractors had al-
ready received Rs 23 crore.

On Monday, Rohan
Cama, the amicus curaie
appointed by the court to
assist it in the matter, in-
formed the bench that
since February 16, more

CCTVs had stopped func-
tioning and the total num-
ber of non-functional
cameras now stands at
711.

While the state’s coun-
sel, Shruti Vyas, told the
HC that authorities had is-
sued orders for repair of
such cameras, the court
asked, “Then why haven’t
the repairs been carried
out?”

“The contractors are
from Pune and
Bengaluru. Let them come
to court on the next date.
Ask both of them to come.
Let us interact with them
directly,” the HC said.

“They can afford to
come to Bombay. They
have received Rs 23 crore
out of the total Rs 60 crore.
One trip to Bombay is not
difficult for them,” the
court said.

HC says asks CCTV contractors to appear in court 
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‘Nightmare’ of underage marriage for Moroccan girls

Tamarwoute, Mar 07 (AFP):

Nadia was just 16 when
she was married off to a
violent husband old
enough to be her father
— an ordeal thousands of
Moroccan girls face
every year due to a legal
loophole. “I went through
hell. But the nightmare is
behind me now,” she

said. Nadia, from a re-
mote part of the North
African kingdom’s Anti-
Atlas mountains, man-
aged to win a divorce
after a year of marriage.

Now aged 20 and living
back with her parents in
her village of
Tamarwoute, she is
learning to read and
write.

“My dream is to be in-
dependent, and I’m en-
couraging other girls in
the village to do the
same,” she said shyly, her
face half-covered with a
scarf.

Like the other women
with similar stories quot-
ed in this article, her
name has been changed
to protect her identity.

Morocco’s 2004 family
code puts the legal age of
marriage at 18, but it in-
cludes a clause allowing
judges to give families
special dispensation to
marry off children under
that age. Rights groups
have long called for the
loophole to be closed.

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY

Vendor waits for customers at her street stall selling bouquets for International
Women’s Day in Hanoi on Monday.

BRIEF
Airstrike

Damascus: Israel
fired several missiles
toward Syrian mili-
tary positions near
the capital Damascus
Monday, killing two
civilians and causing
material damage,
Syria’s defense min-
istry said. The min-
istry said in a state-
ment that Israeli war-
planes flying over
neighbouring
Lebanon fired the mis-
siles toward Syria. It
added that Syrian air
defenses shot down
most of the missiles. It
gave no further details
or say how the civil-
ians were killed.

Joins
Toulon: The niece of
French far right
leader Marine Le Pen,
Marion Marechal offi-
cially joined forces
with a rival campaign
for the April 2022 elec-
tions in a blow to her
aunt’s bid. Marechal,
32, who had already
hinted at her move,
addressed a major
rally of far-right pun-
dit Eric Zemmour
who over the last
months has upstaged
Le Pen by becoming
major presence in
campaign. I believe
again that victory is
possible, Marion
Marechal told.

Tornadoes
Winterset: Seven peo-
ple were killed, includ-
ing two children,
when several torna-
does swept through
central Iowa, destroy-
ing homes and knock-
ing down trees and
power lines in US
state’s deadliest storm
in more than a decade,
authorities said.
Emergency manage-
ment officials in
Madison County said
four were injured and
six people were killed
when one tornado
touched down in the
area southwest of Des
Moines near the town
of Winterset.

Pushback
Washington: South
Carolina Sen Lindsey
Graham in US is facing
intense pushback from
all corners of
Washington after calling
for the Russian people to
end the Ukraine war by
assassinating President
Vladimir Putin. White
House press secretary
Jen Psaki said that it is
‘not the position of the
United States govern-
ment.’

Falls
Cairo: Libya’s national
oil company said that an
armed group has shut
down two crucial oil
fields, causing the coun-
try’s daily production of
oil to drop by 330,000 bar-
rels. National Oil
Corporation said the
group closed pump
valves at the Sharara
field, Libya’s largest, and
el-Feel, effectively stop-
ping production in both
areas. Before the shut-
down, Libya’s produc-
tion of oil was at around
1.2 billion barrels per
day. It announced a force
majeure.

Evacuated
Jerusalem: A group
of 100 Ukrainian
Jewish orphans who
were evacuated from
the country after
Russia invaded have
landed in Israel. The
children arrived a few
hours before two
flights carrying
around 300 other
Ukrainian Jewish im-
migrants landed. The
children were evacuat-
ed from the central
Ukrainian city of
Zhytomyr and brought
to Israel by the KKL-
JNF organisation.

Beijing, Mar 07 (AP):

China’s top diplomat on
Monday accused
Washington of trying to
create an Asian version of
the US-European NATO
military alliance and said
it is up to the Biden admin-
istration to improve rela-
tions with North Korea.

US policy toward East
Asia and the Indian Ocean
and efforts to strengthen
military ties with Japan,
Australia and India are a
disaster that disrupts re-

gional peace and stability,”
Wang Yi said at a news
conference.

The comments reflected
the ruling Communist
Party’s ambitions to be
Asia’s undisputed power
and its frustration with re-
sistance from neighbours
to its territorial claims in
the South China Sea and
the Himalayas.

They also reflect
Beijing’s stance toward
Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine. China has
sought to distance itself
from the war by calling for

dialogue and respect for
national sovereignty.

It also has said
Washington is to blame
for the conflict for failing
to take Russia’s security
concerns into considera-
tion.

The United States is
playing geopolitical
games under the pretext
of promoting regional co-
operation, Wang said. He
said this runs counter to
regional desires for coop-
eration and “is doomed to
have no future.

Wang complained
Washington is organizing
US allies to suppress
China. Beijing is irritated
by growing military ties
among the Quad nations
of the United States,
Japan, Australia and
India. China criticised a
US decision last year to
supply technology for
Australia to field its first
nuclear-powered sub-
marines. The real purpose
of the Indo-Pacific strate-

gy’ is to create an Indo-
Pacific version of NATO,
he said. The Western al-
liance’s expansion was
cited by Russian President
Vladimir Putin as one rea-
son behind his invasion of
Ukraine.Beijing’s as-
sertive foreign policy and
claims to disputed territo-
ries in the South China
Sea and the Himalayas
have antagonised Japan,
India and other neigh-
bours. Wang called on the
Biden administration to
revive the spirit of the
1970s agreements that
opened US relations with
the communist Beijing
government.

The United States still
spares no effort to carry
out intense competition
with China, constantly at-
tacking and provoking
trouble on issues regard-
ing China’s core interests,
Wang said. Washington
should return to the right
track of rationality and
pragmatism,” he said.

China lashes US over Quad, North Korea

Wang Yi

Moroccan women prepare bread in the village of Tamarwoute.

Nice, Mar 07 (AP):

While most of the world
is shunning President
Vladimir Putin over
Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine, one of the few
leaders keeping an open
line of communication is
French President
Emmanuel Macron.

Macron’s diplomatic ef-
forts to prevent the war
failed, but he’s not giving
up: the two men have spo-
ken four times since
Russian forces attacked
Ukraine on February 24,
and 11 times over the past
month.

The French leader,
whose country holds the
European Union’s rotating
presidency, is now one of
the few outsiders with a
view into Putin’s mindset
at the time of the largest
military invasion in

Europe since World War II.
Israeli Prime Minister

Naftali Bennett is also be-
coming a mediator, meet-
ing Putin on a surprise
visit to Moscow on
Saturday and spoke with
him again by phone on
Sunday. Macron’s relent-
less push for dialogue re-
flects France’s post-World
War II tradition of carving

out its own geopolitical
path and its refusal to
blindly follow the United
States.

After Russian troops
pushed deep into Ukraine,
Macron’s resolve to main-
tain communication chan-
nels with Putin is provid-
ing Western allies with in-
sight into the Russian
leader’s state of mind, his
intentions on the battle-
field and at home in
Russia as the Kremlin
cracks down on oppo-
nents.

He is keeping a diplo-
matic channel open for the
West in case Putin might
want to de-escalate and
look for a way out of this
crisis, said Benjamin
Haddad, a senior director
for Europe at the Atlantic
Council in Paris and a
member of Macron’s
party. Macron has also spo-

ken to Putin on behalf of
Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy,
Haddad said, trying to ex-
tract some mercy from
Putin: local cease-fires,
safe passage for trapped
civilians and access to hu-
manitarian aid. During
their most recent call on
Sunday that came at
Macron’s request, the
French leader and Putin
focused for nearly two
hours on the safety of
Ukraine’s nuclear plants.

Putin said he doesn’t in-
tend to attack them and
agreed on the principle of
dialogue between the
International Atomic
Energy Agency, Ukraine
and Russia on the issue,
according to a French offi-
cial who spoke on condi-
tion of anonymity in line
with the French presiden-
cy’s practices.

Macron keeps open line to Putin as war rages

Emmanuel Macron

Women agree that
all girls have right to
education

Hong Kong, Mar 07 (AFP):

For the last eight years
Mathilde and her family
have called Hong Kong
home, but as the coron-
avirus tears through the
city they are joining an ex-
odus of foreign workers
looking for an escape
route.

“We are leaving and we
will come back to empty
our house whenever that
is possible,” she told AFP,
declining to give her sur-
name and nationality. “All
our close friends are leav-
ing.”

For Mathilde it was the
risk of being separated
from her three Hong

Kong-born children that
was the final straw after
two years of tough “zero-
Covid” restrictions. “We
want to get our children
out of here above all,” she
said.

Hong Kong used main-
land China’s “zero-Covid”
strategy to keep the virus
at bay, until the highly in-
fectious Omicron variant
broke through at the start
of the year.

But while other places
that deployed similar tac-
tics such as Australia,
New Zealand and
Singapore are learning to
live with the virus, Hong
Kong is doubling down —
even as it records tens of
thousands of new infec-
tions each day.

The city has been or-
dered by China, the only
major economy still pur-
suing zero-Covid, to curb
the outbreak at all costs.

All 7.4 million residents
will be tested later this
month and authorities are
building a network of iso-
lation camps to house the
infected, deepening fears
that families will be sepa-
rated in the months
ahead.

As a result, departures
have skyrocketed with a
net outflow of 71,000 peo-
ple — including 63,000 res-
idents — in February, the
highest since the pandem-
ic began.

Travel restrictions have
been hard on Hong Kong’s
foreign workers, who
make up nearly 10 percent
of the population.

Borders have been effec-
tively sealed to visitors
and residents who do re-
turn have faced two to
three weeks in expensive
hotel quarantines
throughout most of the
pandemic.

COVID-19 chaos pushes expats to exit Hong Kong

Expat familes depart Hong Kong’s Chek Lap Kok international airport.

Washington, Mar 07 (PTI):

US First Lady Dr Jill
Biden has praised the role
of an eminent Indian-
American tech entrepre-
neur and community
leader in taking the mes-
sage of the Biden adminis-
tration to the public.

The First Lady, during a
closed-door meeting with
some of the top
Democratic Party leaders
in Silicon Valley, men-
tioned the name of Indian-
American entrepreneur
from Silicon Valley, Ajay
Jain Bhutoria, and his
contributions.

During the meeting in
Silicon Valley last week,
she recollected her visit to
Bhutoria’s house during
the presidential election
campaign. According to
those present at the meet-
ing, the First Lady praised
Bhutoria for his strong
support for President
Biden and the Democratic

Party.
Bhutoria, a finance com-

mittee member of the
Democratic Party, said
that President Biden and
Secretary of State Antony
Blinken and their team
are doing great work in
leading and keeping the
NATO allies together in
support of Ukraine.

President Biden has
united the world, he said.

Russia is quite literally
shut off from the global
economy now. Major cred-
it cards, including Visa
and Mastercard, transac-
tions suspended, flights
soon to be grounded, most
Western airspace restrict-
ed, Western businesses
pulled out, domestic busi-
nesses sanctioned.
Russian banks are banned
from SWIFT.

“The Russian Ruble and
the Stock market continue
to crash. Germany halted
certification of the Nord
Stream 2 gas pipeline,

Russian athletes cannot
compete in several
sports activities, he said.

Swiss Bank putting
sanctions and asset
freeze applying to
Russian President
Vladimir Putin, Prime
Minister Mikhail
Mishustin and Foreign
Minister Sergey
Lavrov...are definitely
putting immense pres-
sure on the Russian
economy in both imme-
diate short term and
long term, he added.

Bhutoria said the
Ukrainian people are
showing the world what
it means to fight for free-
dom. Their bravery and
heroism are inspiring.
Moscow has to pay the
price for its uncon-
scionable actions. The
attack on Kharkiv is a
war crime and now is
the time for NATO allies
to list Russia as a state
sponsor of terrorism.

US First Lady Jill Biden praises Indian-American leader

Tehran, Mar 07 (AP):

A top Iranian official
said on Monday that his
country is seeking creative
ways to restore its nuclear
deal with world powers
after Russia’s foreign min-
ister linked sanctions on
Moscow over its war on
Ukraine to the ongoing ne-
gotiations.

The tweet by Ali
Shamkhani, the secretary
of Iran’s powerful
Supreme National
Security Council, offers
the first high-level ac-
knowledgment of the de-
mands of Russian Foreign
Minister Sergey Lavrov.

Vienna participants act
& react based on interests
and it’s understandable,
Shamkhani wrote.

Our interactions ... are
also solely driven by our

people’s interests. Thus,
we’re assessing new ele-
ments that bear on the ne-
gotiations and will accord-
ingly seek creative ways to
expedite a solution.

In recent days, negotia-
tors on all sides in Vienna
had signalled that a poten-
tial deal was close as the
head of the United
Nations’ nuclear watch-
dog agreed to a timetable

with Iran for it disclose an-
swers to long-standing
questions it had about
Tehran’s program.

But Lavrov on Saturday
said he wanted guarantees
at least at the level of the
secretary of state that the
US sanctions would not af-
fect Moscow’s relationship
with Tehran. That threw
into question the months
of negotiations held so far
on restoring the 2015 deal,
which saw Iran agree to
drastically limit its enrich-
ment of uranium in ex-
change for the lifting of
economic sanctions.

On Sunday, US
Secretary of State Antony
Blinken called Lavrov’s de-
mand irrelevant as the nu-
clear deal and sanctions
on Moscow over the
Ukraine war were totally
different.

Iran seeks creative ways to nuke
deal after Russian demand

Ali Shamkhani

Seoul, Mar 07 (AP):

The race between South
Korea’s two leading presi-
dential candidates has seen
unprecedented levels of
toxic rhetoric, mudslinging
and lawsuits. How bad is it?

‘Hitler,’ ‘beast,’ and ‘para-
site’ are some of the choicer
insults leveled by both
camps. Some are even call-
ing it ‘The Squid Game
Election,’ in reference to
Netflix’s megahit survival
drama where people are
killed if they lose children’s
games.

And the stakes? There’s
widespread speculation
that the loser will be arrest-
ed. ‘It’s a dreadful presiden-
tial election when the los-
ing contender faces prison.
Please survive this dogfight
in the mire!’ senior opposi-
tion politician Hong Joon-
pyo wrote on Facebook.

Just days before
Wednesday’s election, Lee
Jae-myung from the liberal
governing Democratic
Party and Yoon Suk Yeol
from the main conservative
opposition People Power
Party are locked in an ex-
tremely tight race.

Their negative cam-
paigns are aggravating

South Korea’s already se-
vere political divide at a
time when it faces a bat-
tered, pandemic-hit econo-
my, a balancing act over
competition between its
main ally, Washington, and
its top trade partner, China,
and a raft of threats and
weapons tests from rival
North Korea.

South Korea’s election
gets ugly campaign

China calls Russia its chief
strategic partner

Beijing: Wang Yi called
Russia Beijing’s most
important strategic
partner, amid its con-
tinued refusal to con-
demn the invasion of
Ukraine. Beijing has
said sanctions create
new issues and threaten.

Lee Jae-myung, center, the presidential candidate of 
ruling Democratic Party, poses with his supporters in Seoul.
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Spearheads
'What happened, my daughter?'

asked father seeing swelling on her
face. Face of the girl was raging
with the anger. Tears of insult were
lying concealed in the eyes. 'A
Mughal slapped me,' she
answered, in choked voice. 'Why,
what happened?' 'I told him not to
exhale the smoke through his
'hukka' at the statue in the temple.'
'Oh! That's so,'- was the only reply
of father, sinking into deep silence.
'That wicked must be punished,
father,' continued girl. Even then
father could not come out of his
silence; obviously, because he him-
self was living under the slavery of
Mughals. Time passed; and, the girl
grew matured. She got married;
her husband was a 'jagirdar'. Once,
on getting chance, she broke the
matter before him of that child-
hood disgraceful incident -'You are
brave on battlefield. Why don't you
repel out of our land these wicked
invaders bringing disgrace to our
places of worship?' Like her father,
husband also responded timidly-
'Forget the things of childhood'. He
himself was serving the Sultan,
devoid of self-respect!  Time
marched forward.  She got preg-
nant; son was in her womb. Even
then she continued to be absorbed
day-night in one thought: 'How the
country should be freed from the
atrocities of the foreign invaders?
Who would fulfill this perilously
arduous task?' And, meanwhile, a
son had born to her. As the child
grew up, the mother nourished him
with the virtues of bravery and
prowess, telling him the tales of
great personalities. She wanted
such a boy who could instill a new
life in badly enervated Hindu com-
munity, and could avenge the
insults meted out to her and nation,
eventually. And, the virtues that
she imparted on the boy got her
wish fulfilled; he emerged as a cen-
tre of hope for Hindu community in
the future course of time. And, the
boy was none other than
Chhatrapati Shivaji, and the moth-
er was Jijabai. And it was Shivaji,
we know, who laid the foundation
of  Maratha empire, about  which
Jawaharlal Nehru writes -' The
Marathas and Sikhs were the
spearheads  of the Hindu revival.
And the Mughal empire was finally
overthrown by them, not by the
British' 

RRaajjeesshh  PPaatthhaakk,,  BBhhooppaall

Digital currency
The Government, while present-

ing the Union Budget, had
announced the arrival of 'digital
rupee' in the next fiscal year. To be
introduced with the objective of
attaining a more efficient currency
management system, the digital
rupee will be issued by RBI using
blockchain technology. Being one
of the most awaited announce-
ments, the digital rupee is likely to
have a host of benefits if properly
introduced. Firstly, the cost of
printing and transporting physical
currency will eventually come
down with more people shifting
towards digital currency. Secondly,
with the digital rupee, the scope
for counterfeiting will be almost
negligible. Thirdly, the traceability
of money will increase and its
anonymity will decrease. It shall be
much easier to ascertain whether
the money is reaching the intended
beneficiary or not. Owing to the
same reason, incidents of tax eva-
sion are also likely to come down.
Moreover, the digital rupee can be
so programmed so as to control its
allocation towards development of
various sectors. In a nutshell, it can
be concluded that the introduction
of digital rupee is truly a right step
in the path towards realizing the
goal of digital India.

MMaanniisshh  KKuummaarr,,  vviiaa  eemmaaiill

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

WHAT THEY TWEET!

TTaannvvii  RRaauutt@@ttrrddeessssaaii

You can't make progress in
business without hurting a
few egos and upsetting peo-
ple. It's just the nature of
things. You're always acting
to protect your interests.
Our conflict-averse middle
class upbringing does not
prepare us for this.

CCVVeelliinnaa@@vvttcchhaakkaarroovvaa
Even bigger miscalculation by the
West was not China's actions (the
#Dragonbear) to support Russia, but
India's stance on Russia's war
against Ukraine. India is looking
after its own geopolitical interests in
the midst of the greatest recalibra-
tion of the global order since 1945.

BBaallaakkrriisshhnnaann@@BBaallaakkrriisshhnnaannRR
Ukraine as a destination for
education for the Indian is sure-
ly over. The racism reported is
inhuman. An action plan from
the government, can probably
help the returned students who
will be under stress. Blend them
into the local system.

BBhhaawwnnaa@@BBhhaawwnnaaKKaakk

I said this on Jan 19th 2020.
I stand by it. I will support
any movie that talks about
the story of Kashmiri
Pandits. The story that
needs to be told. Truthfully.
With more reviews coming
in, the heart feels better
after a long time. Can't wait
to watch it.

SSaaddhhaavvii  KKhhoossllaa@@ssaaddhhaavvii
One can rise only as high as the object and the objective of one's focus.

HHiinnddooll@@HHiinnddoollSSeenngguuppttaa
The strategic decision to have a
home-grown UPI system be the
backbone of all digital financial
transactions in India rather than
have a clutch of private companies
own the system will go down as one
of the best strategic decisions India
has made in its independent history.

T he rupee hit a lifetime low of 76.96 per dollar as a
surge in crude oil prices threatened to push up im-

ported inflation and widen trade deficits. This week's
dramatic freeze of the Russian central bank overseas as-
sets in response to Moscow's invasion of Ukraine may
now question just why countries build foreign currency
reserves at all. G7 and European Union governments
moved to block certain Russian banks' access to the
SWIFT international payment system - but went one
step further than many expected by paralyzing about
half the Russian central bank's USD 630 billion worth of
foreign currency and gold reserves. The United States, at
least, also sanctioned the Russia sovereign wealth fund,
the Russian Development Investment Fund. While a
huge blow for Russia's economy, the move quickly
prompted questions about whether targeting reserve
holdings as an act of 'economic warfare' may prompt a
rethink by reserve managers across the globe not least
in countries that may be at loggerheads or face a poten-
tial conflict with US or EU governments over where to
bank their national stash. Strategy of economic warfare
may change nature of forex trading and exim policies in
context of India. It's a potentially huge issue for world
markets given that central bank foreign currency re-
serves totalled a record USD 12.83 trillion late last year, a
rise of USD 11 trillion over the past 20 years. This money
is held mostly in US and European government bills and
bonds with the US dollar still accounting for almost 60
percent of that and the euro about 20 percent. But of
course China itself for all its fraught relationship with
the West, has been the biggest reserve stockpiler since it
joined the global trading system 20 years ago amid tight
control of its exchange rate. More than USD 3 trillion of
its USD 3.22 trillion hoard was amassed since 2000, pre-
cisely to offset foreign inflows to keep a lid on the yuan.
If currency balances were to become worthless comput-
er entries and didn't guarantee buying essential stuff,
Moscow would be rational to stop accumulating them
and stockpile physical wealth in oil barrels, rather than
sell them to the West. At the very least, more of Russia's
money will likely shift into gold and Chinese assets.

The power of this set of tools relies on the US dollar's
status as the world's pre-eminent currency for interna-
tional payments and also for foreign-exchange reserve
holdings of central banks. The US also has outsize influ-
ence over the Swift messaging system. Could China and
India allow Russia to evade sanctions? The relatively
modest financial footprint of those economies and their
exposure to secondary sanctions limit the viability of
this escape route. But surely the lesson that these coun-
tries will take away is the need to reduce their vulnera-
bility to sanctions. That will be feasible in some dimen-
sions but not in others. International payments and
messaging systems are ripe for change. New financial
technologies are making it easier to conduct financial
transactions directly between pairs of emerging mar-
ket currencies. Directly exchanging rubles, rupees, or
renminbi for one another without first exchanging
those currencies into or out of dollars is becoming
cheaper and quicker, reducing the reliance on dollar-
based finance. Swift's messaging system obviates hur-
dles related to differences in operating language, tech-
nological protocols, and regulatory requirements be-
tween banks in various countries. Innovations such as
Bitcoin's blockchain technology could render Swift's
business model obsolescent within a few years. In short,
the dollar's dominance in international payments will
inevitably erode, although it will probably remain the
most important payment currency, and the relevance of
Swift will fade. Surely this will lead not just Russia but
also other countries to shift out of dollars and euros,
and into the currencies of friendlier countries like
China. But as Russia is discovering, at crunch time, ren-
minbi reserves are of limited help in preventing the
ruble's collapse.

Economic warfare

F eminism is inclusivity. It's equality. It's proper
representation. It's women speaking for them-

selves and being heard. It's little children growing up
seeing the women in their lives represented in the books
they read and movies they watch. Women bear most of
the responsibility for holding societies together, be it at
home, school, in healthcare or caring for the elderly.
Humans need hope. Some sectors have proved resilient
even in these challenging times. The sturdiest among
these is the self-help group (SHG) movement in India,
which is one of the most powerful incubators of female
resilience and entrepreneurship in rural areas. It is a
powerful channel for altering the social construct of
gender in villages. Women in rural areas are now able to
create independent sources of income. While there were
many young semi-literate women who have home-
grown skills, the absence of capital and regressive social
norms prevents them from taking a full plunge in any
decision-making role and setting up their own independ-
ent business. It is primarily within the SHG milieu that
village women have been able to hone their rudimentary
skills. This meant that they could not think of any
unique businesses that could leapfrog them to more
profitable avenues.

Hand-sewing was the most common skill that most
women picked up in their maternal homes. Here also,
those who could use their skills with some creative in-
sight could succeed. They had also to compete with qual-
ified male tailors who pursued the vocation as a heredi-
tary activity. Some of these women would be appren-
ticed to a trained tailor to help them graduate to full tai-
loring skills. SHGs are typically groups of 8-10 women
who meet once a week to collect money from their mem-
bers, connecting them to banks and loaning them
money at low-interest rates. Financial access and other
support have enabled village women to boost their fami-
lies' incomes. When these enterprises thrive, so do the
families and communities that depend on them. While
these microloans have long been a strategy to alleviate
destitution among women, they also have the broader
purpose of pumping up local economies. Amid uncer-
tainly, SHG movement is reason for hope in India.

SHG movement
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Women inmates learn sewing at Central Jail No 6 of Tihar under supervision of prison staff, which will help them empower
them to earn and become sufficient after they complete prison sentence, in New Delhi.

EMPOWERING WOMEN INMATES

T hroughout the Swachh Bharat
Mission Grameen (SBM-G)

campaign, the contribution of women
has been nothing short of astounding.
From breaking stereotypes to over-
coming the bias in communities, they
have taken on multiple roles to achieve
the goals of the Government's flagship
programmes while contributing to the
health and well-being of their commu-
nities.  Among the various roles
women have taken are that of Rani
Mistris to construct toilets;  Green
Ambassadors to collect, segregate and
treat waste; caretakers to operate and
maintain community sanitary com-
plexes;  health promoters to promote
Covid Appropriate Behaviour; Inter
Personal Communication (IPC) practi-
tioners to build awareness about best
practices in hygiene and sanitation;
Swachhagrahis to engage in sanitation
work; entrepreneurs to start Bartan
banks or make sanitary napkins amid
scores of other roles, all of which have
led to sustainable benefits for their vil-
lages. On this International Women's
Day 2022, I would like to commend
their efforts.  Their grit and determina-
tion and more importantly the versatil-
ity they have shown time and again
have demonstrated that with the right
support, women are capable of any-
thing.  Often, they are adaptable
enough to acquire new skills, embrace
new ideas and go the extra mile to em-
power themselves.  Indeed, the
women of our villages deserve ap-
plause. Some instances showcase the
indispensable role they have played in
the Swachh Bharat Mission Grameen.

In various gram panchayats (GPs)
of Gadag district in Karnataka, the re-
sponsibility of waste management has
been entrusted to the Sanjeevini
Women Self Help Federation of Gram
Panchayats.  The activity ensures sus-

tained income for rural women who
are offered an alternate source of
livelihood.  Never in their wildest
dreams would those women have ever
envisioned that they would drive
trucks, thereby storming yet another
male bastion and providing an invalu-
able service to society. In
Mahasamand District of Chhattisgarh
women Self Help Groups (SHGs) who
can turn their hands to anything have
shown their mettle once again through
the opening of Bartan Banks.  Bartan
banks that lend crockery and cooking
utensils for a nominal sum were their
answer to the single use plastic (SUP)
ban in villages.  The SHG women who
double up as Swachhagrahis came up
with the idea of procuring steel/metal
plates and glasses as well as cooking
utensils that people can borrow for
marriages or other family functions
and return them to the bank for a
small fee. In a brilliant example of
home-based plastic reduction solu-
tions under the 3Rs (Reduce, reuse, re-
cycle) in the rural areas; women Self
Help Groups (SHGs) of Shajapur
District in Madhya Pradesh, are taking
an active role in the fight against plas-
tic.  This is very much in keeping with
the Phase II of Swachh Bharat Mission
Grameen (SBM-G) that aims to sustain
ODF status and manage solid and liq-
uid waste effectively to bring about vi-
sual cleanliness in villages.

A walk through the Patangarh vil-
lage in Karanjiya Block of the tribal
District of Dindori in Madhya Pradesh
and one is bound to come upon bright-
ly colours walls bearing key sanitation
messages.  The wall paintings are the
creation of women who depict scenes
of clean villages, complete with toilets
attached to every house and dustbins,
featuring the importance of safe hy-
gienic behaviours and practices.

Around eleven thousand women had
participated in Lok Chitra Kala se
Swachhata Samvaad (A dialogue on
sanitation through folk art) – a cam-
paign conducted by the Panchayat and
Rural Development Department of the
Government of Madhya Pradesh. Two
Self Help Groups namely, Star SHG
and Sanis SHG have been successfully
involved in vermicomposting activities
in Shivapuram Gram Panchayat (GP)
of Rangat Block in the North and
Middle Andaman district.  Their initia-
tive has shown that women can play a
vital role in vermicomposting that
would not only increase crop yield but
also treat solid waste, while contribut-
ing to visual cleanliness of the villages.
The district administration of
Siddharthnagar in Uttar Pradesh has
assigned the responsibility of opera-
tion and maintenance of community
sanitary complexes to women SHGs.
In this regard, a detailed plan of action
has been developed, outlining respon-
sibilities of different members, ensur-
ing availability of cleaning agents,
maintenance of complaint register,
regular cleaning of CSCs as per a
schedule, use of safety kit by Safai
Karmis, and prevention of theft.

Thuvur, a rural village in
Malappuram District of Kerala has be-
come a perfect example for decen-
tralised management of solid waste by
strictly following and implementing
the state's waste management policy
of source segregation, source level
composting and handing over of clean
and dry segregated waste to the
Green Task Force, popularly known as
Haritha Karma Sena (HKS), which is
predominantly a women's group in
Kerala. During the height of Covid,
Swachhagrahis in Balod district of
Chhattisgarh concentrated on keeping
their villages clean in an effort to pro-
tect people from coronavirus infection.
As per state government directive,
they held a sanitation drive, cleaning
all villages and managing their waste
efficiently.  They also made simple
homemade masks and distributed
them to the public, advising them how
to clean and dispose of them; and in-
volved in awareness building about
COVID-19, informing people to stay in-
doors, practice social distancing, prac-
tice frequent handwashing with soap
and water and use of hand sanitizers.
In order to protect her village commu-

nity from the COVID-19 pandemic,
Sarpanch Gurpreet Kaur from Cholang
village in Jalandhar district of Punjab
along with her panchayat members
spread awareness about the deadly
coronavirus infection, motivating peo-
ple to adhere to the instructions issued
by the district administration and pro-
vided information about covid appro-
priate behaviour.  They also asked
women to guard the village entrance
and take care of security checks from
8 AM to 8 PM.   They also appointed
five volunteers to supply food and
medicine to people at their doorsteps.
The success of the SBM-G campaign in
Jharkhand rested on the leadership
roles of women that enabled the state
to attain ODF (open defecation free)
status in a time bound manner with
construction of quality toilets.  

The women and Rani Mistris are
currently working with the same de-
termination to sustain the ODF status.
Knowing well that women were capa-
ble, the district administration of
Aligarh in Uttar Pradesh organized an
intensive training programme for
women swachhagrahis in Lodha and
Jabaan Blocks to train them on various
facets of sustaining open defecation
free (ODF) status and solid and liquid
waste management (SLWM) that
would enable villages to move from
ODF to ODF Plus. From these in-
stances, clearly, the best part of
Swachh Bharat Mission Grameen
(SBM-G) was that it provided women
legitimate shots at leadership roles in
which many of them excelled, bringing
about transformation, positive behav-
iour and lasting change to their vil-
lages. Another area of focus in the
Swachh Bharat Mission Grameen is
Menstrual Hygiene Management
which has been included as an impor-
tant component in the programme.
We need to ensure access to sanitary
pads to all women and setting up of
sanitary napkin dispensers and incin-
erators in schools and public toilets.
Finally, my appreciation also goes to
the women self-help groups in India.
They continue to drive all water and
sanitation programmes and during the
pandemic ran community kitchen and
fought mis-information, in addition to
all other tasks.

((VViinnii  MMaahhaajjaann  iiss  SSeeccrreettaarryy  iinn  UUnniioonn
MMiinniissttrryy  ooff  JJaall  SShhaakkttii..))

Women continue to play critical role in ‘swachhata’

RRiittiisshhaa@@MMuunnddhhrraaRRiittiisshhaa
What a beautiful gift given by our
women's team on this women's
day to the nation!!#
WomenInBlue India win against
Pakistan. Hamari choriya choro
se kam h ke. Not really # CWC22
# INDvPAK #SmritiMandhana #
womensday .

VINI MAHAJAN
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BRIEF
Invests

New Delhi: Casual
wear and apparel
brand The Souled
Store on Monday said
Bollywood actor Sara
Ali Khan has invested
an undisclosed
amount in it. Khan
said that in short span
of time, The Souled
Store (TSS) has carved
niche for itself in ca-
sual wear space.

Training
New Delhi: Skill-
Lync on Monday said
it has partnered with
Renault Nissan
Technology and
Business Centre India
(RNTBCI) for training
and up-skilling of pro-
fessionals. The part-
nership will drive
comprehensive talent
transformation pro-
grammes and the two
partners will launch
co-branded pro-
grammes to build a
talent pipeline for
their future needs.
RNTBCI is captive
centre supporting 
automotive alliance
Renault and 
Nissan globally.

Raises

New Delhi: Otipy,
which mainly sells
fresh vegetables and
fruits through its mo-
bile app, has raised Rs
235 crore from in-
vestors including
Westbridge Capital to
grow its business.
CEO Varun Khurana
said leveraging fast
supply chain 
we aim to provide
fresh produce.

Majority
New Delhi: CAMS,
which acts as a regis-
trar and transfer
agent for mutual
funds, on Monday said
it has acquired major-
ity stake in Fintuple
Technologies, a fin-
tech platform for al-
ternative investment
funds (AIFs) and port-
folio managers. With
the addition of
Fintuple’s portfolio of
offerings, CAMS is
geared towards fur-
ther strengthening its
value proposition for
AIF and PMS (portfo-
lio management serv-
ices) marketplace, ac-
cording to statement.

Plans

New Delhi: Curated
Living Solutions
plans to set up a USD
200-million fund to
develop rented homes
for students, indus-
trial workers and
working profession-
als. CEO Jai Kishan
Challa told PTI there
is a huge demand for
safe and quality
homes for rental 
purposes.

Mumbai, Mar 07 (PTI):

The rupee tanked 84
paise to close at its lifetime
low of 77.01 (provisional)
against the US dollar on
Monday as intensifying
geopolitical risks due to
the Russia-Ukraine con-
flict pushed investors to
safe haven assets.

Forex traders said esca-
lating tensions between
Russia and Ukraine kept
crude oil prices at an ele-
vated level and heightened
worries about domestic in-
flation and wider trade
deficits.

Sustained foreign fund
outflows and a lacklustre
trend in domestic equities
also weighed on investor
sentiment. At the inter-
bank foreign exchange

market, the rupee opened
at 76.85 against the
American currency but
lost ground and settled for
the day at a record low of
77.01, down 84 paise from
the previous close. On
Friday, the rupee fell by 23

paise to close at 76.17 — its
lowest closing level since
December 15, 2021. “The
Indian rupee has plum-
meted to a lifetime low
against the US dollar as

the deepening Russia-
Ukraine conflict has

sapped risk ap-
petite in the mar-

ket while
prompt-
i n g
s a f e -
haven
flows
i n t o

the US dollar,” said
Sugandha Sachdeva, Vice
President - Commodity
and Currency Research,
Religare Broking Ltd.

Besides, the parabolic
rise in crude oil prices to-
wards multi-year highs

and spiralling commodity
prices are fuelling infla-
tionary risks, which is a
key headwind for the
rupee-dollar exchange
rate, Sachdeva added.

According to Sachdeva,
the overall trend for the
Indian rupee is skewed to-
wards the downside and
“a convincing close below
the 77 mark would pave
the way for further down-
side towards 77.50 mark in
near term, while we envis-
age the local currency to
test the 79 mark from a
medium-term perspec-
tive.” Meanwhile, the dol-
lar index, which gauges
the greenback’s strength
against a basket of six
currencies, was trading
0.46 per cent higher at
99.09.

Rupee plummets 84 paise to
all-time low of 77.01 per USD

Mumbai, Mar 07 (PTI):

Equity benchmarks re-
ceived a severe drubbing
on Monday, with the
Sensex tumbling 1,491
points amid extremely
weak global markets and
elevated oil prices trig-
gered by the Russia-
Ukraine conflict.

Extending its down-
trend for the fourth
straight session, the 30-

share BSE Sensex opened
on a weak note and
slumped 1,966.71 points or
3.61 per cent to 52,367.10
during the day. It finally
managed to recover some
of the lost ground and set-
tled at 52,842.75, a decline
of 1,491.06 points or 2.74
per cent. Similarly, the
broader NSE Nifty tanked
382.20 points or 2.35 per
cent to close at 15,863.15.
“The southward journey

is continued in the Indian
equity market on the back
of intense geopolitical ten-
sion where boiling crude
oil prices is spooking the
investors’ sentiment in
India. Brent crude is trad-
ing near USD 130 per bar-
rel which is a multi-year
high level.

“Higher crude oil prices
are leading to weakness in
the rupee whereas relent-
less selling by FIIs is also
causing pressure in our
market,” according to
Parth Nyati, founder of
Tradingo.

From the 30-share pack,
Indusind Bank, Axis
Bank, Maruti Suzuki,
Bajaj Finance, Bajaj
Finserv, UltraTech
Cement and Mahindra &
Mahindra were the biggest
drags, tumbling up to 7.63
per cent.

Sensex nosedives 1,491 points
amid jittery global markets

New Delhi, Mar 07 (PTI):

Gold in the national cap-
ital on Monday rallied by
Rs 1,298 to Rs 53,784 per 10
gram in line with strong
international precious
metal prices and sharp
rupee depreciation, ac-
cording to HDFC
Securities.

The yellow metal had in
the previous trade fin-
ished at Rs 52,486 per 10
grams.

Silver also jumped Rs
1,910 to Rs 70,977 per kg,
from Rs 69,067 per kg in
the previous trade.

The rupee tanked 84
paise to close at its life-
time low of 77.01 (provi-
sional) against the US dol-
lar on Monday as intensi-
fying geopolitical risks
due to the Russia-Ukraine
conflict pushed investors
to safe haven assets.

In the international
market, gold was trading
with gains at USD 1,996 an
ounce and silver was flat
at USD 25.81 an ounce.

“Gold prices traded
higher with spot gold
prices at COMEX trading
1.31 per cent up at USD
1,996 per ounce on Monday.

“Gold prices rallied
above USD 2,000 per ounce
on Monday trading on es-
calated tension between

Russia and Ukraine,” said
Tapan Patel, senior ana-
lyst (commodities), HDFC
Securities.

Navneet Damani, senior
vice-president (commodi-
ties research) of Motilal
Oswal Financial Services,
said, “Gold continued to
move higher witnessing a
sharp upside touching the
USD 2,000 level, investors
rushed towards the safe
havens as increase in ten-

sion between Russia and
Ukraine and continuous
updates regarding the war
give a boost to bullion
prices.”

Gold prices on Monday
rose by Rs 1,161 to Rs
53,720 per 10 grams in the
futures trade as specula-
tors created fresh posi-
tions on a firm spot de-
mand.

On the Multi
Commodity Exchange,
gold contracts for April de-
livery traded higher by Rs
1,161 or 2.21 per cent to Rs
53,720 per 10 grams in a
business turnover of
11,258 lots.

Fresh positions built up
by participants led to the
rise in gold prices, ana-
lysts said.

Globally, gold prices
traded 1.47 per cent higher
to USD 1,995.60 per ounce
in New York.

Gold jumps Rs 1,298, silver zooms Rs 1,910 on global trends

NNooiiddaa,,  MMaarr  0077::

HCL Foundation (HCLF), the
CSR (corporate social responsi-
bility) arm of HCL Technologies,
today announced the winning
NGOs of the seventh edition of
HCL Grant, a flagship program
dedicated to supporting diverse,
innovative and inclusive initia-
tives of NGOs for sustainable
transformation of rural India in
areas of environment, health and
education. Three winning NGOs,
one each in the development
areas of environment, health and
education, received ?5 crores
(US$671,140) each for three to
five-year projects. The remaining
two finalists in each category will
receive one-year grants of ?25
lakhs (US$33,557) each, making
a total grant of ?16.5 crores
(US$2.21 million).  The winning
NGOs of HCL Grant 2022 are -

Environment Professional
Assistance for Development
Action (PRADAN), Health -The
Association for People with
Disability (APD) and Education -
Language and Learning
Foundation (LLF). Established in
2015, HCL Grant has emerged as
one of India’s biggest and most
coveted institutionalized CSR
grants recognizing the rise of the
Fifth Estate - the NGOs. The HCL
Grant supports India’s most inno-
vative NGOs and their break-
through projects in environment,
health and education to help
transform rural communities
across the country.Under the
HCL Grant program, HCLF has so
far committed ?95.75 crores
(US$12.85 million), including this
year’s Grant. In the past six
years, the HCL Grant has
reached over 840,000+ benefici-
aries and it continues to trans-

form the lives of at least 2.3 mil-
lion people from 30,000+ villages
from remote districts in 19 states
and two Union Territories of
India. Ms. Robin Ann Abrams,
Chairperson of the Jury, ESG &
Diversity Board Committee Chair
Board Committees Member -
Nomination and Remuneration,
Audit, Risk Management, HCL
Technologies said, “In the last
seven years, HCL Grant has
helped us go beyond the limits of
our capacities to extend our CSR
work to the remotest corners of
the country.” Ms. Nidhi Pundhir,
Director, HCL Foundation, said,
“The HCL Grant recognizes not
only ideas, but also the power to
transform these ideas into imple-
mentable projects. It is hearten-
ing for us to note that with HCL
Grant, we are co-creating stories
of development transformation
in the country. 

HCL Grant 2022 recognizes
India’s most innovative NGOs 

New Delhi, Mar 07: 

MG Motor India on
Monday announced the
launch of its all-new glob-
ally successful ZS EV. The
all-new ZS EV comes
with the largest in-seg-
ment 50.3 kWh battery
with advanced technolo-
gy, offering a 461 km cer-
tified range in a single
charge. The all-new ZS
EV will be available in 2
variants (Excite &
Exclusive), priced INR
21,99,800 and 25,88,000, re-
spectively. While the
bookings for exclusive
variant starts now, book-
ings for excite variant
will start from July 2022.

Speaking on the
launch, Rajeev Chaba,
President & Managing
Director, MG Motor
India, said, “The demand
for ZS EV has been en-
couraging since its
launch, and the all-new
ZS EV will further

strengthen the brand con-
nect with our EV cus-
tomers. ZS EV has been a
global success in key
markets, including the
UK, Europe and
Australia. Committed to
the future of electric mo-
bility in India, we ensure
a superior ownership ex-
perience by building a ro-

bust & sustainable EV
ecosystem. With the all-
new ZS EV, we are confi-
dent to change the mind-
set and accelerate EV
adoption in India.”

The all-new ZS EV has
been restyled with strik-
ing exterior design ele-
ments, comfortable & pre-
mium interior, first-in-

segment features like
Dual Pane Panoramic
Skyroof, Digital
Bluetooth Key, Rear Drive
Assist, 360 degree
Camera, i-SMART with
75+ Connected Car fea-
tures, Hill Descent
Control & much more. It
also packs a globally cer-
tified (ASIL-D, IP69K &
UL2580) battery that has
passed 8 special safety
tests, including fire, colli-
sion, dust, smoke, etc.

Spectacular Exterior
design The all-new ZS EV
adopts MG’s signature
global design cues and
features a New Electric
design grill and 17” toma-
hawk hub design alloy
wheels, offering superior
aerodynamics while giv-
ing it a modern look.

The Full LED Hawkeye
headlamp and new LED
tail lamps gives a fresh
look and eye-catching de-
sign, making a powerful
impression.

MG Motor India launches all-new ZS EV

ZS EV launched by MG Motor India President 
and MD Rajeev Chaba.

Mumbai, Mar 07: 

The #EqualHue initiative has
launched a first-of-its-kind out-
reach and excellence pro-
gramme, comprising youth tour-
naments, financial assistance
and technical opportunities, to
support girls and women in
India who aspire to play cricket.
The Equal Hue project, a move-
ment focussing on gender equi-
ty in sport, was founded in 2020
by former India cricketer Snehal
Pradhan, author Karunya
Keshav and The Sports Law and
Policy Centre.  Equal Hue
Cricket, conceived under the
Equal Hue project, is a collabo-
rative effort involving the
#EqualHue team, GoSports
Foundation and Meraki Sport &
Entertainment. It is a pioneering
initiative aimed at creating
pathways for aspiring female
cricketers from across the coun-
try, enabling them to start, stay
in and succeed in the sport,
while leaving a tangible impact

on our country’s socio-economic
fabric.  To coincide with
Women’s Day 2022, the initiative
has launched a tri-pronged pro-
gramme to engage girls through
Under-16 tournaments in 12
cities,  enable those aged 16-23
with scholarships to continue in
cricket by offering need-based
financial assistance and career
support, and  enhance excel-
lence through an elite develop-
ment programme.  

Speaking on occasion of the
launch, Snehal Pradhan, pro-
gramme director, said: “We at
the Equal Hue project have

always wanted to make a differ-
ence on the ground for women’s
cricket. But first we needed to
document ground realities,
which we did with the Equal Hue
report. Now, having identified
the areas to focus on, we move
into the action phase with Equal
Hue Cricket.  Managed and mar-
keted by Meraki Sport &
Entertainment Pvt. Ltd., Equal
Hue Cricket is anchored on the
premise of developing women’s
cricket from the grassroots to
elite development, and will
focus on providing girls and
women with exposure and
opportunities, to play competi-
tive cricket, enhance their skills,
and progress to professional
opportunities in the sport.
Deepthi Bopaiah, CEO GoSports
Foundation, who will manage
the scholarship programme,
said: “Over the past 13 years,
we at the Foundation have been
a part of the journeys of several
Olympic and Paralympic ath-
letes and medallists. 

Equal Hue initiative to support
girls, women to play cricket 

New Delhi, Mar 07 (PTI):

Petrol and diesel prices
are likely to be hiked this
week as oil companies pre-
pare to pare losses accu-
mulated from keeping
rates steady for over four
months in the run-up to as-
sembly elections in five
states, including UP, de-
spite international oil
prices jumping to a 13-year
high of USD 140 per barrel.
West Texas Intermediate
crude futures, the US oil
benchmark, rose to USD
130.50 per barrel on
Sunday evening, its high-
est since July 2008, before
retreating. The interna-
tional benchmark, Brent
crude, hit a high of USD
139.13 at one point
overnight, also its highest
since July 2008.

To compound things, the
Indian rupee tumbled to a

record low of 76.9812 per
dollar on Monday.

India relies on overseas
purchases to meet about 85
per cent of its oil require-
ment, making it one of the
most vulnerable in Asia to
higher oil prices.

The twin blows of oil
prices, already up more
than 60 per cent this year,
and a weakening rupee
may hurt the nation’s fi-
nances, upend a nascent
economic recovery and
fire up inflation. Petrol and
diesel prices need to be in-

creased by Rs 15 a litre for
fuel retailers to break
even, industry sources
said. Since 2017, fuel prices
are to be adjusted daily in
line with the benchmark
international rate in the
preceding 15 days. But
rates have been on the
freeze since November 4,
2021. The basket of crude
oil that India buys rose
above USD 111 per barrel
on March 1, according to
information from the
Petroleum Planning and
Analysis Cell (PPAC) of

the oil ministry. This com-
pares to an average of USD
81.5 per barrel price of the
Indian basket of crude oil
at the time of freezing of
petrol and diesel prices
four months back. “With
the last phase of polling
ending on Monday, it is
now expected that the gov-
ernment will allow state-
owned fuel retailers to re-
turn to daily price revi-
sion,” an industry official
said. But oil companies are
not expected to pass on the
entire loss in one go and
they will moderate it - rais-
ing rates by less than 50
paise a litre every day.

International oil prices
have been on the boil ever
since Russia put its forces
on the Ukraine border last
month.

They spiked after it in-
vaded the central Asian
nation on fears that oil and
gas supplies from energy
giant Russia could be dis-
rupted, either by the con-
flict in Ukraine or retalia-
tory western sanctions.

Petrol, diesel price hike likely this week
 Rates corresponded

to Brent soaring 
to peakNew Delhi, Mar 07 (PTI):

Minister of State for
Finance Pankaj
Chaudhary on Monday
said Public-Private
Partnership (PPP) would
be the key driver of the Rs
100 lakh crore ambitious
PM Gati Shakti initiative.

This national master
plan for multi-modal con-
nectivity aims to develop
infrastructure to reduce
logistic costs and boost the
economy.

The PM Gati Shakti -
National Master Plan was
announced last year with
an aim to break depart-
mental silos and bring in
more holistic and inte-
grated planning and exe-
cution of projects with a
view to address the issues
of multi-modal and last-
mile connectivities.

Observing that PPP has
given a push to growth,
Chaudhary said various

infrastructure projects
have been completed
through public-private
partnership.

PM Gati Shakti is fo-
cussed on road, railway,
civil aviation among oth-
ers, he said, adding, this
ambitious project would
be achieved through pub-
lic-private partnership.

On the importance of
public procurement, he
said, it plays an active role
as this helps in running

various physical infra-
structures like schools
and hospitals.

Public procurement has
a share of about 30 per
cent of the Indian econo-
my as a result improving
efficiency is of immense
importance, he said at 7th
Global Procurement
Summit organised by
AIMA.

The government has
taken several steps includ-
ing the Government e-
Marketplace (GeM) to im-
prove efficiency, he said.

He also said that the
government is also pro-
moting Make in India by
giving preference to do-
mestic players so that
there is job creation in the
country.

Stressing that the global
procurement has been hit
due to the outbreak of
COVID-19 pandemic, he
said, the government has
taken steps to deal with it.

PPP to be key driver 
of PM Gati Shakti scheme

Pankaj Chaudhary



Geeta’s tryst with the
language came up,
when she under the
shadow of her father, a
Sanskrit expert,
learned the minutes of
translation and narra-
tion. She aces vivid gen-
res of translation for
the Rajbasha of
Chhattisgarh State,
Chhattisgarhi lan-
guage. There was a spe-
cial work on transla-
tion, in which 24,000
verses of Isadhi Nau
Upanishads and
Shivmahapurans, were
to be translated, and I
took the mission as a
challenge, says Geeta,
who masters the art of
mythological transla-
tion, as a child she was
used to hear the chants
and narrations of the
inspirations of these
Holy books. Here trans-
lated works were later
published by the

Official Language
C o m m i s s i o n
Government of
Chhattisgarh. Apart
from mythological
books, she has also
translated songs, gazals,
poems and children lit-
erature in language
Chhattisgarhi. A mas-
ters degree in History ,
later helped her in delv-

ing more into Holy
scriptures, as the char-
acters of Mahabharta
are her subject of re-
search work, which also
has been done on grants
received from the State
Gover nmnet .Lately
translated work for
A b h i g y a n
Shakuntalam, Manu
Smriti, Panchtantra
and many more are on
the final journey. For
her endeavours for the
official language of the
State, Sharma has re-
ceived Ragbasha
Samman and Maya
Chinhari Samman from
the Government of
Chhattisgarh.
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Women’s Day Special

Empowering women
through farm produce

‘Bastar Se Bazaar Tak’
Lakhanpur village, North Bastar

‘Bastar Se Bazaar
Tak’, based in the
Lakhanpur village of
North Bastar,
Chhattisgarh, is
aimed at stabilising
the livelihood of trib-
als with micro land
holdings, particularly
women, whose 50 per
cent income comes
from collecting forest
produce. Registered as
a start-up with four
founders — of which
three belong to the vil-
lage — the project
helps forest gatherers
earn more from their
produce and ensures
them a good price
without middlemen
profiting from it.

Bastar Se Bazaar Tak buys
custard apples, palash flowers,
jamun, raw mango and
tamarind from the gatherers in
and around the village. It has
set up processing units to turn
the produce into products with
a longer shelf life that can be

sold in the urban centres of

Raipur, Bhilai, Durg and
Bilaspur, where there is a de-
mand.

The custard apple is turned
into pulp, shake and a sweet-
meat; the raw mango into am-
chur powder; tamarind is
pressed into high-shelf life
cakes with hydraulic machines

and the palash flower is used to
make natural colour. “We are
exploring a joint venture where
the palash flowers will be dried
in solar driers and will be
added to organic tea leaves,”
says Satendrasingh Lilhare, the
Azim Premji University alum-
nus who started the venture a

year ago with Sandip Sahu,
Haresh Kashyap and Ambika
Kashyap.

Additional income 
for women

Bastar Se Bazaar Tak aims to
fill in the gap in available work

and provide additional income
for women farmers in Bastar’s
district through non-farm work
like food processing. These
women are gaining self inde-
pendence through sustainable
support through marketing
perishable as well as non per-
ishable food products.

JAYASHREE BAGWANANI
Social entrepreneur, Proprietor – ART HOME, Raipur

A mentally chal-
lenged female
member of her hus-
bands family side,
encouraged
Bagwanani to enrol
into the care of the
mentally disabled
and deaf and dump
students of various
schools of the spe-
cially- abled and
teach them the
finesse of painting
and sketching.

‘Bina naam ke daam nahi hota’,
one has to portray ones skill and
hone it even more to establish a liv-

ing out of the skill says the senior
artist, who feels the segment of
fine arts needs elevation at every

level to garner fame. The members
of ART HOME led by Jayashree,
also promote fine imprints of
painting and sketching to different-
ly abled, prison inmates and bud-
ding artist. Many women inmates
have promoted their art through
exhibition cum sale and many have
got their prison tenure reduced as
a part of their innovative skills in
the art form and many have today
developed it as skill practising em-
ployment informs Bagwanani.

Also an artistic presentator of
home made food, Bagwanani is a
name known among foodies and
food hoppers. Her Designer
Dinners are now well accepted in
the social circles of capital
Raipur.An alumina of Khairagarh
University, after completing her
formal education in Fine Arts,
Jayashree attributes all her suc-
cess in social entrepreneurship
through Fine Arts to her Family,
particularly her father in law,
whose unparallel support drew her
into the depths of artistic engi-
neering for the differently abled
and children of the poor section of
the society.

The children, who are deprived
of the many comforts of life, learn
to connect and evolve more, and
the connection one gets through
them, helps us to train them into
skilled individuals, she exclaims.

Colours bring life, make
alive the mute. The con-
nection between colour,
strokes and human emo-
tions has a lot to do with a
normal human, but more
with the differently-abled,
she says. They focus more,
learn fast and are loyal
towards what they are
taught, and are not dis-
tracted easily claims
Bagwanani, as she has
experienced loyalty from
this sect of humans more
than the normal.

Canvas, colour palettes and the embrace of
different shades is what describes this sea-
soned artist from capital Raipur, she runs
ART HOME, a centre which she and her
group of 10 is working on for the past 38
years to encourage budding artist.

Her books on children, in
Chhattisgarhi language is
well read and in demand,
and for the unversed
Geeta also finds place in
questionnaires of Public
Service Exams.

National Magazine,
‘True Media’ covered Geeta
Sharma, as cover story for
her work done on mytho-
logical translation, and she has been felicitated by
many organisations.

Geeta Sharma
World Record Holder Linguistic, Translator and Author, Raipur

The wind is whistling,
My wings started fluttering,
I found myself in the woods,
The crackle sound, I shriek.

I saw the clouds thundering,
The leaves started rustling,
I found myself in the temple,
The ringing sound, I shriek.
Even though, I am isolated,
Calm and Serene,
Cool and Peace,
Still in the soil Forever.

My Soul

Dr.Mahima Gautam

After the formation
of Chhattisgarh
State, the need to
strengthen the lan-
guage
Chhattisgarhi ,
became mandatory
and playing a piv-
otal role in
strengthening the
language in vari-
ous forms and
genre was the pos-
sible also because
of the efforts of
Geeta Sharma, a
self confessed lan-
guage lover and
mythological
expert. 
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Dunedin, Mar 07 (PTI):

Hosts New Zealand reg-
istered their first win of
the tournament as they in-
flicted a nine-wicket defeat
on Bangladesh in a rain-
curtailed ICC Women’s
World Cup match here on
Monday. New Zealand
bowlers first restricted
Bangladesh to 140 for 8
after a long rain delay be-
fore Suzie Bates hit a
strokeful unbeaten half-
century to power the hosts
to a victory with 42 balls to
spare in the match that
was reduced to 27 overs
apiece. The win earned
New Zealand, who lost to
West Indies in the tourna-
ment opener, two valuable
points as they rose to the
third place while,
Bangladesh remain win-
less from their two match-
es and are in seventh spot.

Chasing the target, the
White Ferns had a sedate
start. Their innings was
further dented in the sev-
enth over when spinner
Salma Khatun sent skip-

per Sohie Devine (14) pack-
ing but apart from that the
Bangladesh bowlers didn’t
bother the hosts much.

Bates used all her expe-
rience and guile in her 79
from just 68 deliveries. She
stitched a match-winning
108-run stand with Amelia
Kerr (47 not out). It was
Bates’ 28th ODI fifty as she
became just the sixth bat-
ter to score 1000 runs in

Women’s World Cup
matches when she found
the boundary late in her
innings. The all-rounder
hit eight fours, two more
than the entire Bangladesh
team, while Kerr found the
fence four times. Earlier
put in to bat by New
Zealand after a rain delay
that lasted four hours,
openers Fargana Hoque
(52) and Shamima Sultana

(33) gave Bangladesh, who
lost against South Africa
in their campaign opener,
a bright start. With the
five-over power play com-
plete, Bangladesh looked to
be racing to a competitive
total on 41 for no loss. But
the opening partnership
was put to an end by spin
all-rounder Frances
Mackay (1/24). The 31-year-
old right-arm off-spinner

than went on to effect half-
centurian Hoque’s run out
in the 15th over. After that
it was an Amy
Satterthwaite (3/25) show
as the veteran all-rounder
bowled a crucial spell, tak-
ing three wickets from five
overs.

Bangladesh couldn’t re-
cover from the loss of their
openers as only two more
batters reached double
digit scores.

The Nigar Sultana-led
side crumbled under the
pressure, slipping to 81 for
three after 15 overs, their
positive start undone by
losing three wickets for 21
runs. Ritu Moni (4) could
not make her usual cameo
as Devine pouched the
catch that gave
Satterthwaite her 50th
wicket in ODI cricket.

With the feat she joins
an illustrious group to
have made 3,000 runs and
taken 50 wickets in one-day
internationals, including
the likes of Charlotte
Edwards, Karen Rolton
and Stafanie Taylor.

NZ canter to nine-wicket 
victory over Bangladesh Johannesburg, Mar 07 (PTI):

South African Test skip-
per Dean Elgar has urged
his teammates to choose
national duty in a series
against Bangladesh over
the upcoming IPL as it is a
test of loyalty for them
and they must prioritise
their country.

South Africa are set to
play three one-dayers and
two Tests against
Bangladesh starting
March 18, while the IPL is
scheduled to be held from
March 26 to May 29. The
ODIs will be held on
March 18, 20 and 23, fol-
lowed by two Tests start-
ing on March 31 and end-
ing on April 12.

According to
‘ESPNcricinfo’, Cricket
South Africa has left it on
the players to decide be-
tween the lucrative league
and turning up for the
country in the Bangladesh
series. “The players need
to give Cricket South
Africa an indication of if
they are keen to go to the
IPL or if they are keen to
play for the Test side. It’s a
bit of a tough one putting

that in the players’ box but
this I guess, this is where
you see where players’ loy-
alty lies,” Elgar said.

“They mustn’t forget
that Test cricket or one-
day cricket got them into
the IPL and not the other
way around.”

As many as 11 South
African players, including
six Test regulars and three
ODI players, have been
roped in by different fran-
chises at this year’s IPL

In fact, South Africa’s
pace attack — comprising
Kagiso Rabada, Lungi
Ngidi, Anrich Nortje and
Marco Jansen — and top
batters Aiden Markram,
Rassie van der Dussen,
David Miller, all-rounder

Dwaine Pretorius and lim-
ited-overs wicketkeeper
Quinton de Kock — all
have IPL contracts.

If the top pacers opt for
IPL, Elgar will be left with
a depleted attack with
Lutho Sipamla, Wiaan
Mulder and Glenton
Stuurman and the Proteas
skipper said he needs to
know about their avail-
ability to prepare for the
Bangladesh series.

“I wish I knew more for
my own personal sanity
and that I could prepare,
knowing that most of my
bowlers are potentially not
going to be there if they
choose to go the IPL
route,” Elgar said.

“If I don’t have everyone
at my disposal then it’s a
little bit difficult. It’s a bit
of a tough one for me. I
can’t take the field without
my best side. I need my
best side there. If they are
not available, it’s some-
thing for us to sit down
and get through.”

Elgar said he will try to
make the players aware of
their position in the team
to help them make a better
decision.

Rawalpindi, Mar 07 (AP):

Pakistan picked up two
wickets with the second
new ball on a flat wicket as
Australia reached 364 at
tea after a wet outfield pre-
vented play in the first ses-
sion on Day 4 of the first
test on Monday.

Marnus Labuschagne
was the second batsman to
miss out on a century in
Australia’s first test in
Pakistan since 1998 when
he was caught in the slip
for 90 in Shaheen Afridi’s
(1-66) third over with the
new ball.

Opening batter Usman
Khawaja narrowly missed
out on a century in the
country of his birth on
Sunday when he was dis-
missed for 97, but shared a
rapid 156-run opening
wicket stand with David

Warner, who made 68.
Travis Head (8) was a rare

batsman to fail on a docile
wicket when he edged left-

arm spinner Nauman Ali
to wicketkeeper
Mohammad Rizwan.
Nauman is thus far the
most successful bowler in
a batsman-dominated test
with figures of 2-77.

Like Pakistan,
Australia’s top-order bat-
ters had also prospered on
a placid wicket with vice
captain Steve Smith mov-
ing to 61 at the tea break
and Cameron Green not
out on 18.

Australia trails by 112
runs after Pakistan had
declared its first innings at
476-4 on Day 2 on the back
of big centuries from
Azhar Ali (185) and Imam-
ul-Haq (157). A heavy
overnight rain left the out-
field wet and prevented
any play in the first ses-
sion before Australia re-
sumed on 271-2 at 1 p.m.

New Delhi, Mar 07 (PTI):
The Indian football team
was dealt a huge blow on
Monday as its talismanic
captain Sunil Chhetri was
ruled out of the upcoming
international friendly
matches against Bahrain
and Belarus due to injury.

The 37-year-old forward
had been named among
the 38-member probables
by coach Igor Stimac for
the matches to be played in

Manama on March 23 and
26. “I was really looking
forward to the two friend-
lies against Baharain and
Belarus and it’s a shame
I’ll be missing out,”
Chhetri told the All India
Football Federation
(AIFF) website. “It’s been a
long, tough season and I’ve
suffered a few small in-
juries that need time to
heal. I will be doing all I
can to recover in time for
the predatory camp in
May,” he added.

As many as eight new
faces figured in the list of
38 probables named for the
preparatory camp ahead
of the freindlies. “The po-
tential this squad possess-
es is immense, and a lot of
the lads are riding high on
confidence on the back of
good performances in the
League season.

Bengaluru, Mar 07 (PTI):

Fit-again all-rounder
Axar Patel has replaced
left-arm wrist spinner
Kuldeep Yadav for India’s
second Test against Sri
Lanka, beginning here on
Saturday.

The Indian team man-
agement has released
Kuldeep from the squad.

Axar had been recover-
ing from a shin injury that
had forced him to miss the
South Africa tour and the
T20 series against West
India. He had also tested
positive for COVID-19 re-
cently.

“Axar was the first
choice but had to undergo
recovery and hence
Kuldeep was a back up,” a
BCCI source told PTI.

“Now Axar is fit and

back so Kuldeep has been
released,” the source
added. At the time of an-
nouncing the squad for the
two-Test series against Sri
Lanka, the BCCI had said
Axar was expected to be fit
for the second game.

Kuldeep last played a
Test in February 2021.

India won the first Test
against Sri Lanka by an in-
nings and 222 runs.

New Delhi, Mar 07 (PTI):

Sardar Singh doesn’t
have any coaching
experience and nei-
ther has he trained for
the job, but the former na-
tional hockey captain be-
lieves his 12-year interna-
tional experience will be
enough to ensure that he
gets the best out of the
India ‘A’ team, which will
compete in the
B i r m i n g h a m
Commonwealth Games
this year. Sardar and ex-
striker Deepak Thakur
were named coaches of
the Indian men’s and
women’s ‘A’ hockey teams
respectively which will
take part in the upcoming
Commonwealth Games in

Birmingham. “It is obvi-
ously a challenge for me
but having played the
game at the highest level
for so many years, I have
confidence that I can de-
liver results. It’s an hon-
our and privilege for me to

get a chance to give back
to the game which gave
me my identity,” Sardar
told PTI an interview soon
after his appointment.
This was after Hockey
India decided against
sending the main squads
for the multi-sport event
due to the short turn-
around between CWG and
the Hangzhou Asian
Games, which is a qualify-
ing tournament for the
2024 Paris Olympics.

The two events will be
held just 32 days apart and
the national federation
wants to keep its first-
choice players fresh for
the Asian Games. Sardar
is eagerly looking forward
to his new “challenging”
assignment.

New Delhi, Mar 07 (PTI):

Tokyo Paralympics
champion Pramod Bhagat
struck gold in all the three
categories that he partici-
pated in at the Spanish
Para badminton
International II tourna-
ment in Vitoria, Spain.

Sukant Kadam, who is
World No 4, also continued
his good run and ended
his campaign with a gold
and a silver in the tourna-
ment that ended on
Sunday.

In the singles, World No
1 Bhagat defeated Kumar
Nitesh 17-21 21-17 21-17 in a
hard-fought final which
lasted for 1 hour and 1

minute to claim the yellow
metal. In the mixed dou-
bles, World No 1 pair of
Bhagat and Manoj Sarkar
outwitted fellow Indians
Kadam and Nitesh 21-19
11-21 21-11 in the summit
clash for another gold.

Bhagat then paired up
with his mixed doubles
partner Palak Kohli and
secured a thrilling come-
from-behind 14-21 21-11 21-
14 win against the Indian
pair of Ruthick Ragupathi
and Manasi
Girishchandra Joshi for
his third gold medal of the
tournament.

“This is a special victo-
ry for me as it is the first
victory for me after a gap

of 2 tournaments,”
Bhagat said.

“I have worked really
hard and this is the step-
ping stone. Now my focus
is on the Grade 1 tourna-
ment which starts in 3
days and I would like to re-
peat what I achieved
today,” added the men’s
singles SL3 Paralympic
champion.

In SL3 classification,
athletes with lower limb
impairment are allowed to
compete.

On the other hand,
World no 4 Kadam had a
relatively easy outing
against Marcel Adam,
beating the German 21-13
21-18.

North Sound, Mar 07 (AP):

Seamer Ollie Robinson
was ruled out of
England’s first test match
against West Indies be-
cause of a back problem,
with uncapped seamer
Saqib Mahmood stepping
into the squad.

Robinson pulled up
midway through an over
during the warmup
match against a Cricket
West Indies President’s XI
and was unable to take
part in practice on
Sunday.

England was already
unlikely to gamble on the
28-year-old Robinson’s fit-
ness for the match, which
starts Tuesday, but the lat-
est injury settled the
issue and allowed

Mahmood to take his spot
in a 12-man squad for the
three-test series.

England interim head
coach Paul Collingwood
and captain Joe Root
must now decide whether
to hand the Lancashire
quick a debut in an all-
seam attack or stick with
the variety of Jack
Leach’s left-arm spin.

The starting lineup will
be confirmed at the toss.

Bhubaneswar, Mar 07 (PTI):

Young striker Sangita
Kumari has set eyes on
achieving bigger laurels in
future after making a
memorable debut with the
Indian senior women’s
hockey team recently.

While Sangita has been
an integral part of the jun-
ior national side, she got
her first opportunity with
the senior team against
Spain in the FIH Pro
League double-header
here recently. She grabbed
the opportunity with both
hands by scoring a fine
goal in her maiden outing.

“I was very excited and
also nervous making my
senior India debut but I
think what helped me was
the exposure I had re-

ceived in the junior India
team over the past few
years,” the youngster from
Jharkhand said in a
Hockey India statement.

“Also, training with the
senior group has been a
completely different expe-
rience. I have learnt a lot
over these past few
months and I feel this is
only the beginning for
me.” Sangita first came
into the limelight during
the 2016 U-18 Asia Cup,
where she scored eight
goals and helped the team
clinch the bronze medal.

She was also a part of
the Jharkhand team
which won the ninth
Hockey India Junior
Women’s National
Championship 2019 (A
Division).

Milan, Mar 07 (AP):

Olivier Giroud is prov-
ing to be the difference for
AC Milan this year as the
veteran forward again
scored against one of its
direct rivals to help the
Rossoneri win 1-0 at
Napoli and keep them on
course to win a first Serie
A title for more than a
decade.

Giroud scored the only
goal of an intense but
cagey match to send Milan
back to the top of the
Italian league.

Milan, which last won
the league in 2011, is two
points ahead of defending
champion Inter Milan
which has played a match
less and three ahead of
Napoli in third.

The 35-year-old Giroud,
who joined from Chelsea
in the offseason, also

scored both goals in a 2-1
win at Inter last month.

“We wanted to bring in
players of substance, play-
ers who had already won

something, players who
knew what it meant to
work hard to win,” Milan
coach Stefano Pioli said.
“It just took a video call

with Olivier for us all to re-
alize what a great profes-
sional, what a great person
we had in front of us.

“It’s important to have
players with experience,
professionalism and per-
sonality, especially seeing
as we are still a young
squad. Our aim was to in-
sert players of a high level:
technically, tactically and
morally. Olivier is all of
that.”

Juventus is seven points
behind Milan and kept its
slim title hopes alive by
beating Spezia 1-0.

Talk before the match
centered around the re-
turn of the 40-year-old
Zlatan Ibrahimovic, who
was available for Milan for
the first time since
January following an
Achilles problem. But in-
stead it was another veter-
an who took center stage.

‘South African cricketers face
test of loyalty ahead of IPL’

Australia trails by 112 runs on a flat wicket in 1st test

Shaheen Shah Afridi celebrates with teammates after
taking the wicket of Australias Marnus Labuschagne
during the 4th day of the first cricket test match at the
Pindi Stadium, in Rawalpindi, Pakistan, Monday.

Chhetri ruled out of India’s
Bahrain and Belarus friendlies

Axar Patel replaces 
Kuldeep Yadav for 2nd Test 

Spanish Para badminton International

Bhagat wins 3 golds, 
Kadam claims gold and silver

Sardar banking on playing experience for
results in Birmingham CWG as India ‘A’ coach

Robinson out of 1st test
against West Indies

Giroud helps Milan beat title rival Napoli 1-0 in Serie A

Junior Messias of Milan and Victor Osimhen of Napoli
compete for the ball during the Serie A soccer match
between Napoli and AC Milan, at the Diego Armando
Maradona stadium in Naples, Italy.

Young hockey striker Sangita eyeing bigger
laurels after making successful India debut

Suzie Bates slammed a 
half-century to power New Zealand
to an emphatic nine-wicket victory
against Bangaldesh in the Women’s

World Cup match in Dunedin on
Monday.



Lucknow, Mar 07 (PTI): 

Dismissing pre-poll sur-
veys that showed that the
BJP had the edge in Uttar
Pradesh elections,
Samajwadi Party chief
Akhilesh Yadav on
Monday claimed that the
ruling party will be wiped
out from the state when the
results are declared on
March 10. "Let them show
whatever they have got. We
are winning with a majori-
ty," he said, dismissing pre-
dictions earlier on some
TV channels.

Yadav spoke to PTI be-
fore the exit polls were
scheduled to come up with
their predictions on
Monday evening, at the end
of the final round of
polling for the state assem-
bly. He claimed that the SP-
led alliance will form the

next govern-
ment in Uttar
Pradesh with
over 300 seats.

The SP chief
slammed the
ruling BJP for
presenting lies
and fake data
during the
campaign, and
said people
had realised
this and in-
stead voted for
their future -- against infla-
tion and unemployment
and for growth.

At the receiving end of
the BJP attack on "pari-
warvad" throughout the
polls, Yadav hit back,
claiming that the maxi-
mum cases of dynastic pol-
itics are found in the ruling
party. "After the seventh
and final phase of polling,

the BJP will be
wiped off from
the state. The
SP alliance is
forming a ma-
jority govern-
ment after
March 10 with
over 300 seats,"
Akhilesh told
PTI at his
party's state
headquarter
here. Uttar
Pradesh has a

403-member House. Results
of the UP polls would come
out on March 10, along
with those from Punjab,
Uttarakhand, Goa and
Manipur. Asked how the
2022 elections were differ-
ent for him as he was the
only face of the party and
led the SP campaign, Yadav
said, "The elections were
fought by the party and its

cadre." "I was there with
them. We were prepared in
advance. We held training
camps, took out rath ya-
tras, response to which was
tremendous. It rejuvenated
the party cadre and en-
thused party workers, who
wholeheartedly worked to
ensure victory."

"This will be a victory of
the voters," he said. The SP
supremo held over 120
public meetings across the
state to drum up support
for his party as well as for
the alliance partners.
About the BJP, he said,
"The party forgot the dig-
nity and decency of
democracy. It did not value
the votes it got (in 2017,
2019). It used bulldozers,
used abuses against stu-
dents and got them lathi-
charged. It was all against
the common man."

‘Surveys don’t matter,
we’ll get over 300 seats’

Kolkata, Mar 07 (PTI): 

A total of 11,18,821 can-
didates wrote their first
language papers at 4,194
centres across West
Bengal as Class 10 state
board exams commenced
on Monday. An official of
West Bengal Board of
Secondary Education said
the first day of
Madhyamik 'pariksha'
(exam) passed off smooth-
ly amid strict adherence to
COVID-19 protocols as stu-
dents sat for their paper
from 11 am to 3.15 pm.

No candidate was al-
lowed to leave the centre
for one hour and 15 min-
utes after the exam began.

According to the official,

CCTVs have been fitted in
several centres across the
state as speculation that
some of the students have

hidden textbooks and
paper chits in the building
did the rounds. The gov-
ernment has also tem-

porarily suspended inter-
net services in some areas
of the state to thwart un-
ethical practices, the offi-
cial said.

The move was necessi-
tated after the purported
leak of Madhyamik ques-
tion papers on social
media platforms in 2019
and 2020 by some exam
centres in the state's
Malda and Murshidabad
districts.

Last year, the exam
could not be held due the
surge in COVID-19 cases.
Students were given
scores based on an evalua-
tion format that took into
consideration internal as-
sessment performance
among other parameters.

New Delhi, Mar 07 (PTI): 

The Supreme
Court Monday ex-
pressed concern
over fake Covid
death certificates
being issued by doc-
tors for ex-gratia
compensation and
observed that it

might order a probe into
the issue. A bench of
Justices M R Shah and B
V Nagarathna also said
that there should be some
time limit for claims seek-
ing compensation.

What is worrying is the
fake certificate given by
doctors... It is a very seri-
ous thing", the bench ob-

served. The apex court
said that there must be
some time limit, other-
wise, the process will go
endlessly. "Please suggest
how can we curb the issue
of fake certificates being
issued by the doctors. It
may take away someone's
real opportunity", the
bench said.

At the outset, Solicitor
General Tushar Mehta
submitted that there
should be an outer time
limit for submitting
claims. I would urge your
lordship to have some
outer line for the deaths
that have already occurred
This process may not be
endless, Mehta said.

The Solicitor General
submitted that the top
court has ordered that an
RT-PCR certificate was not
necessary for compensa-
tion and the same can be
allowed based on a doctor's
certificate. "This relax-
ation is being misused", he
said. The bench sought
suggestions on the issue
and posted the matter for
hearing on March 14.

The top court had earli-
er directed all states gov-
ernments and Union
Territories to appoint a
dedicated nodal officer to
coordinate with the mem-
ber secretary of the state
legal service authority
(SLSA) to facilitate pay-

ment of ex gratia com-
pensation to family mem-
bers of COVID-19 victims

It had also directed the
state governments to give
full particulars like name,
address, and death certifi-
cate to the concerned
SLSA, as also complete
details concerning or-
phans, within one week
from today (Friday) fail-
ing which the matter
shall be viewed very seri-
ously.

The top court had reit-
erated that applications
seeking compensation
should not be rejected on
technical grounds and if
any technical glitch is
found, the states con-

cerned should give them
an opportunity to cure de-
fects as the ultimate goal
of the welfare state is to
provide some solace and
compensation to victims.

The top court was hear-
ing a batch of pleas filed
by Gaurav Bansal and in-
tervenors, represented by
advocate Sumeer Sodhi,
seeking ex-gratia assis-
tance to family members
of COVID-19 victims.

The apex court, which
was annoyed over the
non-disbursal of Rs 50,000
ex-gratia to the kin/fami-
ly members of those who
lost their lives due to
COVID-19, had pulled up
the state governments.

Doon native cake artist makes
it to World Book of Records

Dehradun, Mar 07 (PTI): 

A cake artist originally
belonging to Dehradun
has made it to the World
Book of Records by creat-
ing a 100-kg cake, repli-
cating the grand Milan
Cathedral, an Italian
monument famous for its
beauty and aesthetics.

In her 30s, cake artist
Prachi Dhabal Deb, who
studied up to class 10 at
Carmen School,
Dalanwala is married to
an IT professional and
based in Pune. Her father
is from Dehradun but
lives with her now in
Pune.

Prachi has mastered
the intricate art of royal

icing , which she has
learnt in the United
Kingdom from noted cake
artist Eddie Spence MBE.

Her latest feat which
has brought her the hon-
our is a 100-kg vegan,
measuring 6 feet 4 inches
in length, 4 feet 6 inches
in height and 3 feet 10
inches in width and is a
miniature replica of the
grand Milan Cathedral.

The traditional recipe
for royal icing has eggs
but to make it ideal for
the Indian market, Prachi
developed an egg-free
product of royal icing
(Vegan Royal Icing), in as-
sociation with an Indian
company called
"Sugarin".

Talking about her
unique achievement with
PTI from Pune Prachi
said, "The planning and
preparation took a lot of
time as it needed about
1,500 pieces to demon-
strate the Cathedral. I
single-handedly piped
every piece, and later, as-
sembled those pieces in
about a month."

Certification of my
work by the World Book
Of Records, London, is
indeed a dream come
true," he said. World Book
of Records Limited, UK is
an organisation that cata-
logues and verifies ex-
traordinary records, in-
spiring people to show-
case their talents.
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Akhilesh Yadav

A woman shows her finger, marked with indelible ink after casting her vote for the seventh and last phase of UP
Assembly elections at a polling centre, in Badhoi, Monday.

FIRST TIME VOTER

Workers dry coloured powder in a factory ahead of Holi festival in Gurugram, Monday.

HOLI PREPARATIONS
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Jammu, Mar 07 (PTI): 

Over 1,700 people
watched an enthralling re-
treat ceremony and band
display by the Border
Security Force along the
International Border in
Suchetgarh sector here, an
official said on Monday.

The BSF band gave an
impressive display at the
retreat ceremony held at
the Octroi Border Out Post
on Sunday in the continued
programme of the 'Azadi
Ka Amrit Mahotsav',
Deputy Inspector General S
P S Sandhu said.

Sandhu, also the BSF
spokesperson in Jammu,
said the colourful BSF
band played many popular
tunes and splendid march-
ing enthralled the audi-
ence. BSF's Jammu frontier
IG D K Boora along with
other officers including
DIG S K Singh and DIG

Surjeet Singh were present
on the occasion, Sandhu
said. Boora praised the BSF
for its professionalism and
expertise in guarding the
country's borders and said
the force has been deliver-
ing its best despite new
challenges on the border.

Sandhu said the BSF has
always been at the fore-
front to organise such pro-
grammes to create a sense
of patriotism among the
border population and to
nourish the relation be-
tween the BSF and civil
population.

With fervour and zeal,
around 1,750 spectators ap-
plauded the BSF's musical
performance and the re-
treat ceremony, he said.
After suspension for about
seven weeks due to COVID-
19, the BSF restarted the
beating retreat ceremony
in Suchetgarh on
February 26.

Over 1,700 watch BSF’s
retreat ceremony 

New Delhi, Mar 07 (PTI): 

The Centre has ap-
proved an allocation of Rs
3,274.87 crore for the con-
tinuation of the
Swatantrata Sainik
Samman Yojana (SSSY),
under which freedom
fighters(FF) and their eli-
gible dependents are given
pension and other finan-
cial benefits, till 2025-26.
There are 23,566 benefici-
aries across the country
covered under this
scheme. The government
led by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has ap-
proved the continuation of
the Swatantrata Sainik
Samman Yojana and its

components beyond
March 31, 2021 for the fi-
nancial years 2021-22 to
2025-26, with a total finan-
cial outlay of Rs 3,274.87
crore, an official statement
said. The proposal for the
continuation of the SSSY
was prepared by the
Ministry of Home Affairs
headed by Union Home
Minister Amit Shah. "The
decision shows the com-
mitment of the govern-
ment to remember the sac-
rifices of freedom fighters
and take inspiration from
them during the year of
'Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav'," the statement
said. The amount of pen-
sion has been revised from
time to time and Dearness
Relief is also given since
August 15, 2016.

Govt sanctions Rs 3,274 cr for 
continuation of FF pension scheme

Bhopal, Mar 07 (PTI): 

Madhya Pradesh
Governor Mangubhai C
Patel on Monday said the
state's annual budget will
also have a children's seg-
ment, which will be a first
in the country. Making his
customary address at the
start of the budget session
of the state Assembly, he
also praised the leadership
of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi for the way
the coronavirus pandemic
was reined in.

"The upcoming MP budg-
et will also have a children's
budget, which will be a first
for the country," he told the
House. He said the gross
state domestic product was
expected to cross Rs 10 lakh
crore this year, which

would add a new chapter to
the economy of MP. A vast
network of roads, with the
best quality in the country,
had been laid in MP under
the Prime Minister Rural
Roads scheme, while, as
part of the vision of the
prime minister to promote
zero budget natural farm-
ing, a target area of 99,000
hectares has been planned
for the year, he said.

He said 2.55 lakh heads of
cattle were being taken care
of in government and pri-
vate shelters, while a target
has been set for the next fis-
cal to provide shelter to 2.90
lakh bovines in 1,945 facili-
ties. Praising the prime
minister, Patel said the
country managed to fight
three waves of the COVID-
19 pandemic, and the for-
mer's leadership had
turned a calamity into an
opportunity for nation
building.

MP Budget to have
unique children’s

segment: Guv

SC expresses concern over fake Covid 
death certificates being issued by docs
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Class 10 Bengal board exam begins,
internet suspended in some areas

Till 2026

Praises PM for leadership
amid pandemic

Along IB in Jammu

Students of Xth standard flash the victory sign, as they pose
for photos after appearing for the first exam of the West
Bengal Board of Secondary Education (WBBSE) outside an
examination centre, in South Dinajpur, Monday. 


