
Celebratory firing
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: The Delhi
Police arrested a total of
17 people in nine cases of
celebratory gunfire in the
national capital in 2020
and 2021, officials said on
Friday. Special
Commissioner of Police
(Licensing and Legal
Division) Sanjay Singh,
who took to Twitter to
share the details, also
suggested the people to
use firearms responsibly.
“Celebratory gunfire so
as to endanger human
life or personal safety of
others is an offence
under #ArmsAct.

CRPF killed
BBaassttii  ((UUPP)):: Three CRPF
personnel were killed and
one was seriously injured
in a road accident here,
when they were on their
way to join duties at
polling booths ahead of
the last phase of the
Uttar Pradesh assembly
elections, police said on
Friday. The accident took
place on Thursday night
on the National Highway-
28 near Khajhaula police
outpost, they said. The
CRPF personnel were
travelling in an SUV to
join duties at polling sta-
tions on March 7, when
the seventh phase of the
election will be held . 

Bulli Bai app 
MMuummbbaaii::  A sessions court
here on Friday denied bail
to accused Shweta Singh
in the Bulli Bai app case.
The Bulli Bai app had
made the details of sev-
eral Muslim women pub-
lic in a bid to malign
them by allowing users to
take part in their “auc-
tion”. This was the sec-
ond attempt by Singh to
seek bail, the earlier plea
being rejected by a mag-
istrate court. Singh’s bail
plea was rejected by
Additional Sessions Judge
S J Gharat, though a
detailed order was not
made available as yet.

University shifts 
GGuurruuggrraamm:: Come next
academic year, Gurugram
University will operate in
two shifts for the conven-
ience of the students, offi-
cials said. Also, courses on
Artificial Intelligence, e-
technology and healthcare
will be launched to keep
the students in sync with
market requirements, they
said. This is the first-of-its-
kind initiative for a gov-
ernment institute in the
district. Currently, classes
at Gurugram University
are conducted from 9 am
to 5 pm. From the next
academic session, the var-
sity will be open for stu-
dents from 8 am to late
evening, vice chancellor
Dinesh Kumar said.
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Mumbai, Mar 04 (PTI):

Two Air India Express
flights on Friday brought
369 Indian nationals who
were stranded in war-hit
Ukraine to Mumbai from
Romania’s capital
Bucharest and the
Hungarian capital
Budapest, the airline’s
spokesperson said.

So far, a total of 951
Indians stuck in Ukraine,
most of them students,
have landed in Mumbai by
five evacuation flights op-
erated by Air India and its
subsidiary Air India
Express since February 26.

Thousands of Indians
got stuck in Ukraine after
Russia invaded the coun-
try.

An Air India Express
flight from Budapest with
184 Indian evacuees land-
ed at the Chhatrapati
Shivaji Maharaj
International Airport here
at 12.20 pm.

Earlier in the day, Air
India Express flight from
Bucharest IX 1204 with 185
evacuees arrived at 2.13

am at the city airport
where Union minister
Raosaheb Danve wel-
comed the passengers.

He assured them that
the evacuation operation
will continue till all those
stranded in Ukraine are
brought back.

Ukraine’s airspace is
shut since February 24,
and India has been evacu-
ating its citizens by special
flights from that country’s
western neighbours in-
cluding Romania,
Hungary and Poland.

New Delhi, Mar 04 (PTI):

The Supreme Court on
Friday agreed to consider
for hearing a plea of the
Enforcement Directorate
challenging the grant of
anticipatory bail to two
senior IAS officers by the
Chhattisgarh High Court
in a money laundering
case arising out of multi-
crore rupees ‘Nagrik
Apurti Nigam’ (NAN)
scam in the state.

A bench headed by
Chief Justice N V
Ramana was told by
Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta, appearing for ED,
that the plea against the
grant of bail needed ur-
gent hearing in view of
the fact that the evidence
has been cooked up al-
legedly in favour of the
accused senior officers in
the case.

Here is one matter
from Chhattisgarh and
there is a kind of disturb-
ing situation with a con-
stitutional functionary
and the grant of bail and

I am seeking transfer (of
the case). Every day the
evidence is being cooked
up, the law officer said.

Seeking urgent listing
of the case, Mehta said
that a notice has been is-
sued on the ED’s plea
seeking cancellation of
bail, and the reply and re-
joinders have also been
filed.

All right. Give the
number (of the case),
said the bench which also
comprised justices A S
Bopanna and Hima
Kohli. The Chhattisgarh
High Court had earlier
granted anticipatory bail
to IAS officers, Anil
Tuteja and Alok Shukla,
in the money laundering
case related to the
Chhattisgarh Civil
Supply Corporation
scam.

In 2019, the ED had
lodged an Enforcement
Case Information Report
(ECIR) under the
Prevention of Money
Laundering Act, which
was based on the FIR and

charge sheet filed by the
Chhattisgarh police’s
economic offences wing
(EOW) and the anti-cor-
ruption bureau (ACB) in
the civil supply scam.

The ED then filed an
appeal against the bail
order in the money laun-
dering case which was
registered in the NAN
scam in which the Anti-
Corruption Bureau,
Raipur had registered
the FIR.

The FIR alleged wide-
scale corrupt practices in
procurement, transporta-
tion of rice and other
food grains which in-
volved officials and oth-
ers related to the state
Civil Supplies
Corporation, Raipur.

The central probe
agency has alleged that
the accused officers time
and again evaded the pro-
ceedings established by
law and have been suc-
cessfully able to thwart
an impartial investiga-
tion and trial due to their
political clout.

Peshawar, Mar 04 (PTI):

A powerful suicide blast
ripped through a crowded
Shia mosque during the
Friday congregation here
in northwest Pakistan,
killing at least 57 people
and wounding nearly 200
others, in one of the dead-
liest attacks in the restive
province, bordering
Afghanistan.

A rescue official said the
blast occurred at a Jamia
mosque in Qissa Khwani
bazaar area in Peshawar
when the worshippers
were offering Friday
prayers. No group immedi-
ately claimed responsibili-
ty for the blast in

Peshawar, the provincial
capital of Khyber-
Pakhtunkhwa which bor-
ders Afghanistan.
However, the Islamic State
and sectarian militant
groups have claimed re-
sponsibility for the deadly

attacks targeting Shias in
the past. Mohammad
Asim, a spokesperson for
Lady Reading Hospital
(LRH), confirmed that at
least 57 people were killed
while 194 were injured in
the blast. Khyber-

Pakhtunkhwa govern-
ment spokesman
Barrister Mohammad Ali
Saif said the explosion
was a suicide bombing. He
added that two terrorists
were involved in the at-
tack. Talking to the media,
Peshawar SSP Operations
Haroon Rasheed Khan
said the explosion was a
suicide blast. There were
two attackers but only one
of them was a suicide
bomber, he said. An eye-
witness identified a per-
son as dressed in black as
the suicide bomber, saying
he entered the mosque,
shot and killed the securi-
ty guard first and then
fired five to six bullets.

Kyiv, Mar 04 (AP):

No radiation was re-
leased from a Russian at-
tack at Europe’s biggest
nuclear power plant in
Ukraine and firefighters
have extinguished a blaze
at the facility, U.N. and
Ukrainian officials said
Friday, as Russian forces
pressed their campaign to
cripple the country despite
global condemnation.

The International
Atomic Energy Agency’s
director-general, Rafael
Mariano Grossi, said
Friday the building hit by
a Russian projectile at the
Zaporizhzhia plant was
not part of the reactor but
instead a training center
at the plant. Nuclear offi-
cials from Sweden to

China said no radiation
spikes had been reported,
as did Grossi. Ukrainian
officials have said Russian
troops took control of the
overall site, but the plant’s
staff were continuing to
ensure its operations.
Grossi said the
Ukrainians were in con-
trol of the reactor.

In the frenzied initial af-
termath when the risk of a
radiation release was not
clear, the attack caused
worldwide concern and
evoked memories of the
world’s worst nuclear dis-
aster, at Ukraine’s
Chernobyl. Facing world-
wide indignation over the
attack, Russia sought to
deflect blame. Without pro-
ducing evidence, Defense
Ministry spokesman Igor

Konashenkov blamed
arson rather than artillery
fire. He claimed a
Ukrainian sabotage group
had occupied the training
building at the plant, fired
on a Russian patrol and set
fire to the building as they
left. There had been con-
flicting reports earlier
over which part of the
Zaporizhzhia facility had
been affected in the attack,
with an official saying at
one point that shells fell di-
rectly on the facility and
set fire to a reactor not in
operation as well as a
training building. Grossi
later said that the fire was
in the training center.

The confusion itself un-
derscored the dangers of
active fighting near a nu-
clear power plant.

Two AI Express flights bring 369
Indians from Ukraine to Mumbai

An Indian student reunited with her family members
after being evacuated from war-torn Ukraine.

India abstains in UNHRC vote on inquiry
GGeenneevvaa//UUnniitteedd  NNaattiioonnss::  India on Friday abstained in a vote in the UN Human Rights Council that has
decided to urgently establish an independent international commission of inquiry as a result of
Russia’s aggression against Ukraine. The 47-member Council voted on a draft resolution on the sit-
uation of human rights in Ukraine. The resolution was adopted with 32 votes in favour, two against
(Russia and Eritrea) and 13 abstentions, including India, China, Pakistan, Sudan and Venezuela. The
countries voting in favour included France, Germany, Japan, Nepal, UAE, UK and the US. “The
Human Rights Council has decided to urgently establish an independent international commission
of inquiry as a result of Russia’s aggression against Ukraine, the Council tweeted. India has
abstained on two resolutions on Ukraine in the 15-nation Security Council and one in the 193-mem-
ber General Assembly in the last one week. The UN General Assembly this week overwhelmingly
voted to condemn Russian aggression against Ukraine and demanded that Moscow completely and
unconditionally withdraw all of its military forces from the territory of Ukraine. India abstained on
the resolution, which received 141 votes in favour, five against and a total of 35 abstentions.

Guwahati, Feb 04 (PTI):

The Gauhati High
Court has admitted a
writ petition for issuing
directions to both the
central and state govern-
ments to release blocked
biometrics collected dur-
ing the process of draft-
ing the National Register
of Citizens(NRC).

The petitioners,
Sanjoy Dey and his son
Anoowabh, appealed to
the court to ensure that
their locked biometrics
were released to enable
them to apply for their
Aadhar cards. They also
appealed for the Court’s
intervention to get the

NRC rejection slips so
that he and four other
members of his family
can exercise their right
to appeal against NRC
exclusion in the Court.
Justice Manash Ranjan
Pathak after hearing
their petition on
Wednesday, admitted it
and posted the case for
hearing on March 9.

The petitioners said
that the Aadhar card of-
fice had made it clear
that they will not be is-
sued the cards in their
names to prevent any du-
plication of their biomet-
rics as their fingerprints
are already locked. The
matter was mentioned

during the hearing of
their application for in-
clusion in the National
Register of Citizens.
“This is depriving us
from so many basic
rights and we appeal to
the court to intervene,’’
they told the court.

Biometrics of 27.43
lakh applicants were
taken during the claims
and objections phase of
the NRC exercise before
the list was published on
August 31,2019.

The NRC authority
later froze the biometric
data collected, following
which these applicants
cannot apply for their
Aadhar card.

New Delhi, Mar 04 (PTI):

The tour of Rashtrapati
Bhavan and Rashtrapati
Bhavan Museum Complex
as well as the change of
guard ceremony, which
have been discontinued
since January 1 this year
due to COVID-19, will re-
sume from the next week
for public viewing.

The Rashtrapati Bhavan
Museum Complex will
open for public viewing
from March 8, an official
statement issued on
Friday said. It will remain
open from Tuesday to
Sunday (six days in a
week) except on gazetted
holidays, it said. Visitors

will be allowed in the mu-
seum in four pre-booked
time slots with a maxi-
mum limit of 50 visitors
per slot, read the state-
ment issued by the
Rashtrapati Bhavan.

Timings of the slots will
be 0930-1100 hrs, 1130-1300
hrs, 1330-1500 hrs and 1530
1700 hrs. The tour of
Rashtrapati Bhavan will
be available from March
12, the statement said. It
will be open on every
Saturday and Sunday (ex-
cept on gazetted holidays)
in three pre-booked time
slots — 1030-1130 hrs, 1230-
1330 hrs and 1430-1530 hrs
with a maximum limit of
25 visitors per slot.

New Delhi, Mar 04 (PTI):

The Supreme Court
Friday stayed an investi-
gation by CB-CID into
the claim of a medical
student that his OMR
answer sheet of NEET-
UG-2020 was changed on
the website and his ini-
tial marks were reduced
by over 50 percent.

A bench of Justices D
Y Chandrachud and
Surya Kant issued no-
tice after Solicitor
General Tushar Mehta,
appearing for the
National Testing
Agency (NTA) which
conducts the NEET ex-
amination, said that as
per their investigation,
there was only one OMR

sheet uploaded on the
website and the student
got 248 marks out of 720
instead of 594, as
claimed by him.

There shall be a stay
of the direction for fur-
ther investigation by the
CB-CID, pending further
orders , the bench said.

It added that pending
further orders, there
shall be a stay of the op-
eration of the impugned
judgment and order of
the division bench of
the Madras High Court
dated 25 January 2022.

The bench clarified
that the admission of
the student shall not be
disturbed, pending fur-
ther orders of the court.

K S Manoj, who ap-

peared in NEET-UG-2020
had filed a writ petition
before the Madras High
Court seeking to call the
records relating to the
score card issued by
NTA which was up-
loaded on October 16,
2020 and a direction to
the agency that his re-
sult be declared as 594
out of 720 marks as re-
flected in the first OMR
sheet. According to
Manoj, in the first OMR
sheet uploaded by the
NTA on October 16, 2020,
the petitioner, on verifi-
cation with the answer
key, has found that he
secured 594 marks and
on the next day, a differ-
ent OMR sheet was up-
loaded, reflecting that

he had secured 248
marks. On the very
same day, he made a rep-
resentation to the NTA
for which, the agency by
reply dated October 26,
2020 sent a communica-
tion to him that on veri-
fication of the original
OMR sheet and score
card of the petitioner, it
was found that he se-
cured only 248 marks
out of 720 and suggested
to approach the agency’s
office to verify the de-
tails.

The High Court by its
verdict of January 25,
ordered a CB-CID probe
into the claim of Manoj
and his parents that his
OMR answer sheet was
changed.

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  MMaarr  0044  ((PPTTII)):: The
Delhi High Court has resolved to
withdraw all other cases being
heard by the two special desig-
nated National Investigation
Agency (NIA) courts and assign
them to three newly created
courts of additional sessions
judge (ASJ) in view of the pen-
dency. In an affidavit filed on a
petition by a UAPA accused
seeking a day-to-day hearing in
his case pending before a spe-
cial NIA court, the high court
administration has said that its
Administrative and General
Supervision Committee has
resolved that the withdrawn
cases from ASJ-02 and ASJ-03 ,
which are the designated courts
in New Delhi District, shall be
assigned to the new ASJ courts
by the concerned Principal
District and Sessions Judge. The
Court of ASJ-02 shall continue

to deal with fresh/pending
cases filed in it being a Special
Court under Section 22 of the
National Investigation Agency
Act, 2008... It shall continue to
deal with all the pending cases
under the Unlawful Activities
Prevention Act (UAPA) as well
as fresh such cases to be filed
before it as per the existing
practice, said the resolution
mentioned in the affidavit filed
by the joint registrar of the high
court. Similarly, the court of
ASJ-03 shall continue to deal
with fresh/pending cases filed
in it being a Special Court for
the trial of Scheduled Offences
investigated by the NIA as well
as cases under Maharashtra
Control of Organized Crime Act,
1999, it added. The affidavit fur-
ther informed that the Principal
District and Sessions Judge,
who is also a designated court,

shall also transfer the pending
cases under the NIA Act to the
court of ASJ-03 to facilitate
their expeditious disposal. All
other cases pending before the
said two courts of ASJ-02 and
ASJ-03 be immediately with-
drawn and be assigned to the
newly created ASJ courts by the
Principal District and Sessions
Judge, New Delhi while ensur-
ing equitable distribution, it
added.

The affidavit stated that to
accommodate the newly estab-
lished ASJ courts, five metro-
politan courts would be shifted
to Rouse Avenue Court Complex
and the same has been
approved by the Full Court and
that the matter regarding the
posting of judicial officers in the
newly created courts of ASJ-05 ,
ASJ-06 and ASJ-07 is already
under process.

MMeellbboouurrnnee,,  MMaarr  0044  ((PPTTII))::

Former Australia spinner
Shane Warne, considered as
one of the all-time greats of the
game who redefined spin bowl-
ing, has died of a suspected
heart attack in Thailand,
according to media reports
here quoting a statement from
his management. He was 52.

According to
‘foxsports.com.au’, Warne’s
management released a brief
statement that Warne passed
away in Thailand and the rea-
son could be a suspected heart
attack. “Shane was found unre-
sponsive in his villa and despite
the best efforts of medical
staff, he could not be revived,”
the statement reported by the

website said. “The family
requests privacy at this time
and will provide further details
in due course.”

An iconic name in interna-
tional cricket, Warne, since
making his debut in 1992,
played 145 Tests for Australia,
picking up 708 wickets. In his
194 ODI appearances, Warne
Pared 293 scalps.

Spin legend Shane Warne
dies of suspected heart attack 

Chhattisgarh NAN scam

SC to consider listing ED’s plea for
cancellation of pre-arrest bail of 2 IAS

Fire out at key Ukraine nuclear plant 57 killed in blast at Shia mosque
during Friday congregation

A victim is removed from the site of bomb explosion at
a mosque in Peshawar, Pakistan, Friday.

Petition for unlocking blocked 
biometrics taken during NRC drafting

Tour of Rashtrapati Bhavan to resume
from next week for public viewing

OMR answer sheet change

CB-CID probe into claim of NEET-UG-20 candidate stayed
Delhi HC resolves to transfer other pending

cases from NIA courts to new courts
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Bhoomi pujan performed for road cementing
from Jalebi Square to Nehru Square 

Central Chronicle News
BBhhiillaaii,,  MMaarr  0044::  Bhoomi Pujan for devel-
opment work in Camp area under
Bhilai Municipal Corporation was per-
formed by Ekansh Banchore, PWD
Incharge.  Cementation work will be
done from Jalebi Square to Nehru
Square. It was on the instructions of
Mayor Neeraj Pal that the PWD in-
charge Ekansh Banchore performed
Bhoomi Pujan by offering prayers in
the presence of local citizens. The
denizens will finally get rid of the pot-
holed and dilapidated road. The Mayor
has given the gift of development work
in area that falls on the other side of
township. 

Seeing that thousands of people ply
on this road the Mayor had given in-
structions to the officers to do this
work prominently. After the Bhoomi
pujan, its work will be started by the
agency TB Enterprises, its work order
has already been issued by the corpo-

ration. Work will be done from the in-
frastructure fund. 

For the development work in Ward
30 of Zone No 03 Mother Teresa Nagar
area, after the cementation work to
be done at a cost of Rs. The citizens of
the ward warmly welcomed the peo-
ple's representatives who arrived for
Bhoomi Pujan and expressed their
gratitude to the Mayor and the corpo-
ration administration for the CC road
to be built for the convenience of traf-

fic. The function took placen
in ward 30 Pragati Nagar
Camp 01 under Zone 03
Mother Teresa Nagar of
Bhilai Corporation area. PWD
incharge speaking on the oc-
casion said that the ward
would look clean and beauti-
ful after the road is con-
structed and also get rid of
mud during the rainy season. 

The corporation is con-
stantly striving for the expan-

sion of basic facilities, clean drinking
water, sanitation related activities and
work are being done continuously by
the corporation as per the requirement
in the entire corporation area. Among
those present were Zone President of
Zone 03 Mother Teresa Nagar Santosh
Nath Singh alias Jalandhar, Ward 30
Councilor Satyadevi Jaiswal, former
Ward Councilor G Raju, Deputy
Engineer Priya Khairwar and other offi-
cers/employees from the Corporation.

Central Chronicle News
BBhhiillaaii,,  MMaarr  0044::  According to re-
search by historian William
Dalrymple, when the East India
Company was formed, Britain's
contribution to the world's GDP
was only 1.8 percent, while India's
contribution to the world's GDP
was 22.5 percent. The British left
India as a producer of raw materi-
als instead of a producer country,
and when the country became in-
dependent, the share in world GDP
was only .

4 percent. Keeping this eco-
nomic model in mind, Gandhiji en-
visioned Suraji self-sufficient vil-
lages, the villages that not only
produce but also do processing.
The state government led by Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel is work-
ing in this direction. Along with
production, attention is also being
given to processing of raw materi-
als for value addition of products.

Gauthans have become the
medium of creating Suraji villages.

One such example is village Konari
where a small initiative is making
a big change. Here, Jhunia Sahu's
family cultivates mustard in one
acre in their field every year.
Whatever is produced is sold in
the market. Retail mustard is sold
in the market for Rs 90 per kg. The
shopkeepers take mustard at a
lower price. Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel had given instruc-
tions to take innovations like ex-

tracting oil from mustard, neem
and karanj etc in Gauthans. Acting
on the instructions, the district ad-
ministration provided oil extrac-
tion machines to gauthans. This
project was funded through DMF.

The initiative gave exciting re-
sults. After extracting oil, they are
able to sell it for about Rs 200 per
litre. Jhunia Sahu also runs a self-
help group. She informed that this
year they have extracted oil from

the old stock of mustard. Now,
they will extract oil from the fresh
produce. Jhunia added that there
is a good demand in the village it-
self. Elderly people also consider
mustard oil to be very healthy.
ADEO Ruchi Tikriya informed that
the SHG is also selling mustard
cake which is used for animal feed.
Thus, the group has benefited im-
mensely from the value addition.

State government's schemes
have created huge possibilities of
boosting mustard production. The
inclusion of other crops in the
Rajiv Gandhi Nyay Yojana has also
provided encouragement for crop
diversity. The water level has also
increased due to Narva Yojana.
Thus, the potential for mustard
production has increased.
Concrete initiatives are being
taken by the district administra-
tion to further strengthen this po-
tential. 

District Panchayat CEO Ashwini
Dewangan informed that on the

instructions of Collector Dr
Sarveshwar Narendra Bhure, they
are identifying such villages
where the area under mustard cul-
tivation is high. They will provide
oil extraction machines to the
Gauthans of such villages through
DMF. With the increased possibili-
ties of value addition, more and
more farmers will adopt crop di-
versification. Deputy Director
(Agriculture) SS Rajput said that
they are motivating the farmers in
the direction of crop diversity and
also detailing them about the mar-
ket possibilities for this.

Chief Minister Bhupesh Baghel
had visited Thakuraintola on the
occasion of Mahashivratri. While
addressing the gathering, he
spoke about the sufficient quanti-
ty of Neem, Karanj etc in the vil-
lages. If there is a proper process-
ing system, the villagers can in-
crease their income. He had also
mentioned about the possibilities
in mustard cultivation. 

Cow dung purchase information
to be displayed at Gauthans 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Mar 04: The infor-
mation about the activities
in Gauthans under
Godhan Nyay Yojna will
now be displayed on the
notice boards in
Gauthans. Daily data of
the cow dung purchase
will be displayed on the no-
tice board. This initiative
will motivate the people
for doing better work. In
this regard, District
Panchayat CEO Ashwini
Dewangan chaired a meet-
ing of officials. He said
that the details of pur-
chase of cow dung, total
vermi production, profit
earned, should be dis-
played on the notice
boards. Information of
monthly basis and daily
basis will be displayed for
clearly outlining the
progress.

Dewangan said that to
make Gauthans self-re-
liant, livelihood oriented
activities have to be con-

ducted in all Gauthans. It
is worth mentioning that
construction work of 282
Gauthan has been com-
pleted in the district,
which includes 72
Gauthans in Janpad
Panchayat Durg, 125
Gauthans in Janpad
Panchayat Dhamdha, and
115 Gauthans in Janpad
Panchayat Patan. He gave
instructions to ensure the
arrangement of water for
irrigation in the Gauthans
where baris and grazing
lands have been developed.
Along with this, he asked
to prepare a special action
plan to conduct livelihood

oriented activities. He
added that works like poul-
try farming, goat rearing,
vegetable production, mini
rice-cum-flour mill, mush-
room production, fish
farming in dubri/pond,
pickle and papad manufac-
turing, cow dung process-
ing, incense sticks making,
etc can be done.

He said that it is very
important to keep an eye
on the selling of vermi-
compost for better imple-
mentation of the scheme.
He added that the farmers
got good yields by using
vermi compost in their
fields.

Street plays staged for bringing 
awareness for Covid vaccination 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Mar 04: The col-
lege students are spreading
awareness by joining the
Roko-Toko campaign of the
district administration and
UNICEF. On Friday, an
awareness rally was taken
out from the Collectorate
which moved to Indira
Market. The rally made the
people aware about vacci-
nation by staging street
plays. Collector Dr
Sarveshwar Narendra

Bhure appreciated this ini-
tiative of the students. He
said that it is very impor-
tant for everyone to get vac-
cinated to eliminate the
Covid completely. Street
play was staged in Indira
Market. In the play, the stu-
dents narrated how the pre-
vention of covid became
possible due to vaccination
and how the wave of covid
arrives. The students in-
formed that the coverage of
vaccination was not wide
during the first and second

wave. When the third wave
arrived, people did not fell
seriously ill due to the high
prevalence of vaccination.
The students informed the
people that it is also neces-
sary to have a second dose
on time so that the immuni-
ty against the virus re-
mains in the body. The stu-
dents also made everyone
aware of wearing masks.
The students informed the
audiences that wearing a
mask also protects against
other viruses and also
avoids dust etc, which re-
duces the chances of seri-
ous diseases like asthma.

CMHO Dr JP Meshram
was also present. He also
praised the initiative of
UNICEF. Professors and
other officers of the College
of Science were also pres-
ent. DPM Padmakar and
UNICEF representative
Nisha Soni were also 
present.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Mar 04: The
Enforcement Squad of
the Town Services
Department of Bhilai
Steel Plant on Friday re-
moved 22 illegal occupa-
tions on Utai Road in
front of J Pocket, Maroda
Sector. These encroach-
ments were posing diffi-
culty in the road widen-

ing work as they had
made construction on the
portion of the road below
which was the running
line laid for the 11KV
power supply and also the
water pipeline.

Due to this it was get-
ting difficult to repair and
maintain the electricity
line during breakdowns.
The  maintenance work
was also getting ham-

pered due to the illegal
construction above the
line.

The Estate Department
had passed an order to re-
move the encroachment.
In compliance to this
order, all the encroachers
were first explained to re-
move the encroachment
on their own.

On the morning of
February 04, 2022, in the

presence of police force
including CSP Bhilai
Nagar Rakesh Joshi, IPS
Vaibhav Banker, Newai
SHO Bharti Markam,
Bhilai SHO Motilal
Shukla, Bhatti SHO
Brijesh Kushwaha, Utai
SHO Monika Pandey,
Khursipar SHO Durgesh
Sharma, and on the in-
structions of Executive
Magistrate Satendra

Shukla the officials of the
E n f o r c e m e n t
Department, employees
of the Electricity
Department gave their
services in large num-
bers. The action to re-
move illegal occupants
lasted from 11:00 hrs to
17:30 hrs. The
Department would con-
tinue its strict action
against illegal occupants.

Media person attacked;
admitted to hospital

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Mar 04: A Raipur
based journalist was at-
tacked by a group of peo-
ple in Amleshwar Police
Station area of Durg
District. Police have
lodged an FIR against the
accused on charges of at-
tempt to murder. The
prime accused is a local
political leader.

According to informa-
tion, the victim is
Dhirendra Giri Goswami
(37) son of Raman Giri
Goswami a resident of
Krishna Nagar, Dangania,
Raipur. Around 22:00 hrs
on Thursday, Dhirendra
accompanied with his
friend Kaushal
Vishwakarma had gone to
Wood Island Colony in
Amleshwar to meet their
friend Ratnakar Rao
Shinde. They met

Ratnakar on the entrance
of the colony and together
moved towards his house.
Near the temple in the
colony, they saw that
Ratnakar's wife was being
misbehaved by some peo-
ple. It was a mob of about
30 people which was led by
District Panchayat mem-
ber Monu Sahu. Finding
the lady in trouble, they in-
tervened to protect her. In
the meanwhile, Monu
Sahu and others attacked
Dhirendra Giri Goswami
with a sharp weapon.
Dhirendra suffered fatal
injury on head and fell on
the ground. Kaushal
Vishwakarma managed to
rescue Dhirendra and
rush him to Shri
Jagannath Hospital,
Raipur. Police have lodged
an FIR against Monu Sahu
and others under section
307, 34 of IPC.

Four killed in horrific road accident 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Mar 04: Four
persons were killed in a
horrific road accident
which occurred at
Railway Over Bridge
(ROB) located in
Dhamdha Naka of Durg
city on the intervening
night of Friday. A speed-
ing truck fell off the ROB
after hitting a bike.

Three youth moving on
the bike and the truck
driver were killed in this
mishap.

According to informa-
tion, the incident oc-
curred around 00:15 hrs
on the intervening night
of Friday. Luchkipara
Durg residents Tausif
Khan (26) son of Haneef
Khan; Mohammad
Aman (26) son of

Mohammad Usmaan;
Takiyapara resident
Sahil Khan (23) son of
Sheikh Kareem and
truck driver Mahesh
Barle (30) son of
Gaindram Barle a resi-
dent of Sikosa (Balod)
were killed in this
mishap.

Tausif, Aman and
Sahil were moving on a
bike bearing registration

number CG04-BH-7540
and were hit by a truck
bearing registration
number CG15-DM-2989
which was coming from
opposite direction.

On the other hand, the
truck fell off the ROB as
the driver lost control
over the vehicle after the
collision. The bikers too
fell down with the truck.
The bikers and the truck

driver were killed on the
spot. A pickup parked
below the bridge was
also crushed under the
truck.

On information, police
team reached the spot
and rescue operations
were launched. ASP
(city) Sanjay Dhruv, DSP
(Traffic) Gurjeet Singh,
Inspector Jitendra
Verma (SHO, Mohan

Nagar) also reached the
spot. The rescue team
used gas cutter to extri-
cate the body of the
truck driver, who was
trapped in the truck
cabin.

After preparing in-
quest, all the bodies were
sent to the mortuary.
Police have lodged a case
and investigations are
on.

BSP Enforcement Squad removes 
22 illegal shops on Utai Road 

Health check up camp for Dial 112 
team inaugurated at SR Hospital

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Mar 04: A free
health check-up camp for
the Dial 112 team of Durg
Helpline Services was in-
augurated on Friday at SR
Hospital and Research
Center, Dhamdha Road,
Chikhali, Durg. In this
free health check-up camp,
along with the personnel
of Dial 112, family mem-
bers were also given free
check-up. On the first day
of the camp, a total of 53
personnel and their family
members were examined
for health.

The camp was inaugu-
rated by Chief Guest
Sanjay Dhruv, ASP (City)
in the presence special
guest DSP Vishwas
Chandrakar and IPS
Jitendra Yadav who spe-
cially attended the pro-
gramme.

In his brief address,
chief guest Sanjay Dhruv
appreciated this effort of

the hospital management.
Congratulating Sanjay
Tiwari, Director, SR
Hospital, for this special
he said that the doctors
and nursing staff and all
other staff should also be
thanked for their service.
He further added that it is
a commendable effort for
the drivers of Dial 112,
who provide 24 hours serv-
ices and expressed hope
that SR Hospital and
Research Center will con-
tinue to extend similar co-
operation to every person
in the society along with
the policemen and their

family members.
Here it needs a mention

that SR Hospital has made
a mark with its unique
health services in Durg
district and free health
check-up camps that are
organised from time to
time. A three-day free
health check-up camp has
been organized by the hos-
pital from March 4 to
March 6 for the employees
of Dial 112 and their fami-
ly members engaged in the
security arrangements of
the district. Full body
checkup along with blood
urine test, ECG, X-ray,

medicines and spectacles
were provided completely
free of cost to the staff and
family members of Dial
112 in the camp.

Giving information
about the free health
check-up camp, Director
Sanjay Tiwari said that
those who rendered their
services at the camp in-
cluded Dr Ranjan
Sengupta, vascular and
cardiothoracic surgeon,
burn and plastic surgeon
Dr Vishwamitra B Dayal,
pediatrician Dr SP
Kesharwani, and special-
ist Dr Anupam Lal,

General Medicine special-
ist Dr Sushant Kande, Dr
Balram Sahu from
Gynecology and
Obstetrics department,
Ophthalmologist Dr JS
Bhatia, ENT Specialist Dr
Ankita Joshi, dentist Dr
Shaheen Hamdani.

Dr Mahobia, Dr Trisha
Singh, Dr Neelam
Chandrakar, Dr Ashwani
Shukla, Dr Rajat Dehria,
Dr Soumya Tiwari, Dr
Mukesh, Prem
Chandrakar, Chandrasen
Rathor, Kapil Utpal, Ajay
Tiwari, Ajay Agarwal,
Jagjit Pandey, Priyesh
Mishra, Padum Maharana,
Rajesh Tripathi, Satish
Mishra, Nazia, Yavantika,
Nisha, Swati Parkar,
Roshni, Rampal, Vikas,
Vishal Mishra, Seema
Barhare, Hari Sahu,
Shishir, Durgeshwari,
Kartikeshwar, Tara Patel,
Roopa Chelak, etc. were
very supportive of the
staff.

Women self-help groups turning to entrepreneurship 
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BUDDING SKATERS

The budding skaters are leaning skating in the ‘Skating-Ring’ wearing helmet and
knee-pads to avoid injuries.

Placement camp for
women on Mar 7

RRaaiippuurr,,  MMaarr  0044::  District
Employment and Self-
Employment Guidance
Center, Raipur will organize a
placement camp on 7th
March with the aim of provid-
ing employment opportuni-
ties to the local educated
unemployed women in the
private sector. The camp will
be held at District
Employment and Self
Employment Guidance
Centre, Old Police
Headquarters Raipur.

Private Sector Employer
Career Tree HR Solutions
Private Limited Chennai
(Tamil Nadu) will conduct
recruitment of women aged
between 18 and 30 years hav-
ing qualification of 10th/
12th/ITI, Diploma or Degree
on more than 200 posts of
woman operator throuogh
this placement camp.

Selected candidates will be
given monthly salary of Rs
13,107 at the plant at
Sriperumbudur (Chennai).
The workplace of the select-
ed women applicants is
Sriperumbudur  (Chennai)
and Sri City Tada (Andhra
Pradesh). Eligible and inter-
ested female applicants for
recruitment to these posts
can attend the interview
process by appearing along
with their parents on 7th
March from 11 am to 2 pm.
Applicants will participate in
the placement camp by fol-
lowing social distancing.

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Mar 04:
Secretary, Ministry of
Housing and Urban
Affairs (MoHUA),
Government of India
Manoj Joshi visited the
Nalanda campus built by
Raipur Smart City
Limited and gave success
tips to the youth studying
in the campus in their
preparations for various
competitive examinations.
He told the students that
Raipur had world class fa-
cilities for the youth
preparing for competitive
examinations. Youth can
enhance their skills by

participating in group dis-
cussions along with study,
he said, adding that excel-
lent infrastructure has
been built in Raipur and
its benefits are being given
to the general public.

The construction of
Nalanda Campus with
world class facilities has
been competed in a short
span of 10 months by
Raipur Smart City Ltd in
collaboration with
Mineral Fund and
E n v i r o n m e n t
Conservation Board, he
said and added that stu-
dents were taking advan-
tage of the 24 hours study
facility available in the
campus to crack examina-
tions every year.

Secretary, Urban
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n
Department, Mrs Alarmel

Mangai D, Joint Secretary
to Government of India
Hemant Kumar Patel,
Collector Sourabh Kumar,
Raipur Smart City Ltd
Managing Director
Abhijit Singh, Municipal
Commissioner Prabhat
Malik, Raipur Smart City
Ltd Additional Managing
Director Chandrakant
Verma and Additional
Municipal Commissioner
Abhishek Agarwal were
also present.

Earlier Managing
Director of Raipur Smart
City Limited, Abhijit
Singh welcomed Joshi on
his arrival at Nalanda
campus and apprised him
in detail about the services
being provided in this
campus with world class
study facility.

Singh informed Joshi
about 24-hour indoor-out-
door reading system, air-
conditioned youth tower,
multimedia reading zone
and other facilities avail-
able in the campus. He
also said that 18 interac-
tive zones have also been
created in Biodiversity
Garden for study in the
presence of nature. E-li-
brary and hi-tech comput-
er facility are also avail-
able with 1000 seating ca-

pacity. The campus is man-
aged by the Nalanda
Campus Management
Society.

Secretary Joshi said
that during his visit to
Raipur he observed excel-
lent and vast infrastruc-
ture. These facilities are
directly related to the lives
of common citizens and
have been designed keep-
ing in mind the future
needs of the city accord-
ing to environmental con-
servation and population
density.

Describing the facilities
like Nalanda campus as
very useful for the stu-
dents, he also suggested
the participants to take
full advantage of it.
District Employment
Officer Kedar Patel,
Librarian of Nalanda
campus Manjula Jain
informed Secretary
Joshi that 50 thousand
books were made avail-
able in this library for
the participants and 10
thousand useful books
were also received in do-
nation under the educa-
tion donation pro-
gramme. Secretary
Joshi also met the bene-
ficiaries of PM
Svanidhi scheme.

Nalanda Campus best place for youth to
prepare for competitive exams: Joshi

 MoHUA Secretary
impressed by Raipur’s
infrastructure

Raipur, Mar 04: As per
the instructions of the
Bureau of Energy
Efficiency, Government of
India, a one-day workshop
was organized by CREDA
at Krishi Vigyan Kendra
(Jora) Raipur on 3rd
March to create awareness
among the farmers about
energy and water conser-
vation. About 100 farmers

of Raipur district partici-
pated in this workshop.

Scientist of Krishi
Vigyan Kendra, Raipur,
Chandravanshi, Joint
Director Agriculture
Department Gayaram,
Scientist of Indira Gandhi
Krishi Vishwavidyalaya
AK Tripathi and
Superintending Engineer
of CREDA AN Singh were

chiefly present as the
guest lecturers. They ex-
pressed their views to
make farmers aware about
water and energy conser-
vation.

Rajesh Agrawal from
Krishi Vigyan Kendra as
subject specialist,
Executive Engineer of
Chhattisgarh State
Electricity Distribution
Company, N Bimbisar,
CREDA’s Executive
Engineer JN, Baiga,
Assistant Engineer
Vaibhav Dubey and proj-
ect coordinator Nihar
Ranjan Sahu gave detailed
presentation on various
subjects like Water
Conservation, Energy
Conservation, BEE star
rated pump etc.

One day workshop on energy and
water conservation for farmers 

Raipur Mar 04: The
number of active cases

of Covid-19 is decreasing
in the state due to the
quick recovery of coro-
na patients and dip in
daily Covid-19 cases.
There is not a single ac-
tive corona patient in
Sukma district. The rate
of corona infection in
the state has now
dropped to 0.51 per cent.
No new Covid-19 case
has been reported in five

districts of the state as
on March 3. On this day,
110 people were found
Covid-19 positive in the
investigation of 21 thou-
sand 367 samples con-
ducted across the state.
Not a single case of
Covid-19 has been re-
ported in Gariyaband,
Surajpur, Kondagaon,
Sukma and Narayanpur
districts on this day.

Rate of corona infection in the state drops to 0.51%
No new Covid
cases reported in
five districts on
Mar 3

Not a single active
Covid-19 patient in
Sukma

Raipur, Mar 04: As per
instructions from Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel,
Crime Branch has been
formed in three news dis-
tricts of Raipur, Bilaspur
and Durg and this in turn
would spruce up policing
in the district.

It is worthwhile to men-

tion here that after forma-
tion of new Congress gov-
ernment in the state, the
Crime Branch team was
dissolved and since then
no new team was formed.
But on Friday, CM Baghel
gave declaration in this re-
gard and it has formed in
the three districts only.

So far as to whether the
three new Crime Branch
will get additional force is
still not known and so at
present they will  have to
work with the existing
force available.

Crime Branch formed in 3 districts
 As per CM’s

instructions in
Raipur, Bilaspur
and Durg

Raipur, Mar 04:
Chhattisgarh on
Thursday reported 110
coronavirus positive
cases, taking the tally to
11,51,236, while the death
toll increased by one to
reach 14,030, an official
said.

The recovery count
stood at 11,36,201 after 11
people were discharged
from hospitals and 222
others completed their

home isolation during the
day, leaving the state with
1,005 active cases, he said.
The COVID-19 positivity
rate of the state is 0.51 per
cent.

“Raipur recorded 20
cases, followed by Durg 14,
Balrampur 13, Jashpur 10,
Bilaspur seven, Koriya
six, Surguja five, Raigarh
four, Rajnandgaon three,
Bemetara two and Janjgir-
Champa one, among other

districts. No infection case
was reported in five dis-
tricts,” he added.

As 21,367 samples were
examined during the day,
the test count went up to
1,71,58,800.Chhattisgarh’s
coronavirus figures are as
follows: Total cases
11,51,236, new cases 110,
death toll 14,030, recover-
ies 11,36,201, active cases
1,005, total number of
tests 1,71,58,800.

Ch’garh’s COVID-19 positivity
rate stands at 0.51%

Raipur, Mar 04: Hindi ex-
tempore was organised
through online medium
for the students of Pandit
Ravi Shankar Shukla
University, Raipur by
Bank of Baroda, Regional
Office, Raipur. The objec-
tive of the program was to
promote interest in Hindi
among the students and to
promote the promotion of
Hindi, the official lan-
guage. 20 students from
the university participat-
ed in this competition. The
program was presided
over by Abhishek Bharti,
Sub-Regional Head, Bank
of Baroda, Regional
Office, Raipur. Dr.
Laxmikant, Dr. Smita
Sharma from Pandit Ravi
Shankar Shukla
University, Raipur were
present as judges in this
competition and Manager,
Rajbhasha, Mrs. Pratika
Gargav from Bank of
Baroda, Regional Office,

Durg were present. The
program was organized
under the guidance and
coordination of Assistant
Professor, Hindi, Dr. Girija
Shankar Gautam from the
university. Official lan-
guage in-charge Mr.
Chandan Verma from

Bank of Baroda, Circle
Office, Bhopal was special-
ly present in the program.
In this competition, the in-
terestingness of the sub-
jects was kept in mind
such as ‘Mann Ke Hare
Haar Hai Mann Ke Jeet
Jeet’, what we learned
from Corona, digitaliza-
tion, advantages and dis-
advantages of online ed-
ucation, students partici-
pated with great enthusi-
asm. Such competitions
give special help to the
students in communica-
tion skills, language
skills and social behav-
ior, as a result this  initia-
tive was taken by Bank of
Baroda Office, Regional
Office, Raipur. The pro-
gram was conducted by
Mrs. Manisha Yadav,
Senior Manager,
Rajbhasha, Bank of
Baroda, Raipur. A total of
35 persons were present
in this program.

BoB organises extempore
for RS University students

RRaaiippuurr,,  MMaarr  0044:: The Suresh Agrawal
Memorial corporate cricket tourna-
ment 2021-22 kicks off today on
05:00 PM at Hira Sports ground
which is opposite Ram Vatika – VIP
road near Fundhar.  In an official
communiqué president of Hira
sports and cultural committee Mr.
Vinod Pillai inviting the sports lov-
ing community of the city said that
total 24 teams will be participating
in the League, and today the first

match will be played in between
Core Corporate and Real Ispat. In
the upcoming weeks till 26th of
March total 55 matches shall be
played. 

The league matches shall be of
12 overs, pre quarter and quarter
final matches shall be of 15 overs
last but not the least semi final +
final matches shall be of 20 overs.
The winning team shall be reward-
ed with a cash prize of 1,51,000 Rs

and 1st runners up shall be getting
Rs 75,000 Rs. Even all the winning
teams, Man of the matches and
Man of the tournament shall be
rewarded with trophies and other
many prizes. 

he key players and teams in tour-
nament shall be coming from MNC’s
like Jindal Steel, Jaiswal Neco, Hira
Group, Sarda Energy, SBI, Bank of
Baroda, Bank of India, Axis Bank,
Niros Ispat and Jaika AutoMobiles.    

Suresh Agrawal Memorial Corporate
cricket tournament kicks off

RRaaiippuurr,,  MMaarr  0044::  The Minsiter
for Climate Change and
Environment Mohammed
Akbar after meeting with NRDA
informed that the farmers of
Nava Raipur are staging
protest for last 2 months and
majority of the demands of the
farmers out of their total
demands have been met. To
consider upon the pending
demands of the farmers, CM
Bhupesh Baghel has formed
three member minister-level
Samiti comprising of
Agriculture Minister Ravindra
Choubey, Mohamed Akbar and
Urban Admn. Minister Dr Shiv
Kumar Daharia. In context of
demands of the farmers meet-
ing with them on Jan 29, Feb 14
and 17, 2022, has been organ-
ised so far.

In this ministerial-level

samiti meeting, recommenda-
tions have been given in con-
text of six demands and it was
in the meeting of 25 Feb 2022
that these recommendations
were approved. Among the rec-
ommendations made by the
Minister-level Samiti included
for allotment of residential
‘patta’ under ‘Gramin Basahat
Avasiya Patta’ of the erstwhile
government conditions for
Village Development
Programme (VDP) was put
forth. But the Congress gov-
ernment in the state has
removed this condition for
implementation of VDP in
favour of interest of the farm-
ers on priority basis. If a person
is residing at particular place,
there is no need to displace
him and keeping the same in
mind be it populated area or
encroachment on the govern-
ment land or those who have
given land to Nava Raipur Atal
Nagar Vikas Pradhikaran or
comes under category of

‘affected’, would be given 1200
to 2500 sq. ft. residential land
as per eligibility. This decision
was taken by erstwhile govern-
ment in April 2013. For this 7
survey teams were formed and
survey in 7 villages has been
completed and it is in final
stage in 3 other villages and for
other three is in process.

Audit objection will be
solved, amount to be paid:

Housing Minister Akbar
while holding discussions with
media persons informed that
the amount to affected farm-
ers of Nava Raipur which was
halted for annual audit, are to
be paid Rs 15000 per acre and
Rs 750 as annual hike till 2031.

In this regard, out of 6465
cases of audit objections, it is
only in 285 cases that partial
payment has been made and
the rest of the amount is still
pending. The audit objection
will be sorted out at govern-
ment level and then payment
of remaining amount will be
made, he added.

AAffffeecctteedd  ffaammiilliieess  ttoo  
ggeett  eemmppllooyymmeenntt

Akbar informed that after
discussions with members of
Kissan Kalyan Samiti (KKS)
about employment to educat-
ed youths in NRDA, it was
decided that a tender will be
invited for employment in the
field of un-skilled, semi-skilled
and skilled category posts and
in those places there will be
compulsion to given 60% of
employment to those from the
affected area of Nava Raipur.

SShhooppss,,  ‘‘gguummaattii’’,,  ‘‘cchhaabbuu--
ttaarraa’’,,  hhaallll  ttoo  bbee  aallllootttteedd

In context of allotment of
‘shops’, ‘gumti’, ‘Chabutara’,

at manufacturing cost, appli-
cations will be invited for 57
shops, 12 ‘Gumtis’, 4 halls and
71 ‘Chabutaras’ and then allot-
ment will be done through lot-
tery system to the affected
families in the project. He
informed that 13 more villages
have been freed from need of
NOC. 

It is on the sale and pur-
chase of land in Nava Raipur
Atal area, under Collector’s
permission, there was need
for NOC for 27 villages out of
total 41 villages and the same
has now been reduced and all
the 13 villages of layer-2 have
been freed from NoC.
Mohammed Akbar informed
that majority of the demands
of affected farmers of Nava
Raipur have been accepted by
the ministerial-level samiti as
per CM’s instructions and see-
ing this the members of
affected ‘Kissan Kalyan
Samiti’ should call off their
dharna and movement soon.

Majority of demands of KKS have been accepted: Akbar
 Urges KKS mem-

bers to call off
movement
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Raipur, Mar 04:
Gastronomes in Raipur
are up for some great din-
ing experience with all
those flavours that are
coming from Gujarat,
Maharashtra, Orissa, West
Bengal & Chhattisgarh.
The multi cuisine restau-
rant MoMo Café in
Courtyard by Marriott,
Raipur is hosting a 10-day
NH-6 Food Festival from
March 4 to 13. The festival
will bring in an array of
authentically spiced vege-
tarian and non-vegetarian
delicacies like Ragda
Pattis, Bhel, Chilla, Dabeli,
Vada Pav, Farra, Dum
Aloo, Ghughni, Kolkata
Kathi Roll and many more.

Addressing a press con-
ference here on Friday
Anuj Singh, Executive
Chef, Courtyard by
Marriott, Raipur said
“NH-6 Food Festival is vi-
brant, vivid and vivacious

by all means. We would be
offering more than 250
vegetarian and non-vege-
tarian options alongside
made to order varieties.
These include starters like
Khandvi, Jhunka Bhakri,
Bara Muthia, Aloo Chap,
Paneer Bhapa and main
course dishes like Ondio
Sev, Sabj Kholapuri,
Karmata Bhaji,
Santaula, and Shukto”.

Chef Anuj further in-
formed that there will
also be live-stations to
serve some of the hot &
spicy dishes. One can end
the meal on a sweet note,
with desserts such as

‘Doodh Pak’, ‘Mawa
Modak’, ‘Shrikhand’,
‘Sevai Khurma’, ‘Chhena
Poda’, and ‘Rasgulla’ etc.

Anukam Tiwary,
General Manager of the
hotel said that “Food
lovers in the city have
been waiting for some-
thing new and exciting
and I am truly happy to
announce our first food
festival of 2022. The idea
is to showcase the cul-
ture and tradition of five
prominent States of
India through its food
and local experiences
and the link connecting
them –NH-6”. Mr Tiwary
also informed media
about successful comple-
tion of 6 year of the hotel
in Raipur city. “We
opened our doors on 19th
February, 2016 and have
been the first choice hotel
since then. Our team be-
lieves in creating memo-
ries for our guests”, he
said.

10-day NH-6 Food festival at Courtyard By Marriott
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EXAMS

Students are appearing in the exams of Class 10th and 12th Board in one of the school’s here on Friday.

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Mar 04: National
Lok Adalat will be organ-
ized on Saturday, March
12, 2022 in District Raipur
and District Gariaband,
Tehsil Devbhog, Tilda and
Rajim. Executive
Chairman of
Chhattisgarh State Legal
Services Authority,
Bilaspur and Justice of
the Chhattisgarh High
Court, Gautam Bhaduri
discussed preparations
for the National Lok
Adalat by holding a meet-
ing through video confer-
encing of all the districts
of the state.

Justice and Executive

Chairman instructed in-
structed to provide justice
to people at National Lok
Adalat. Meanwhile prepa-
rations of National Lok
Adalat are being made on
a large scale in Raipur dis-
trict. Meetings are being
held regularly by the
Chairman of District
Legal Services Authority,
Raipur and District Judge
Arvind Kumar Verma
with the officials of
Revenue department,
Insurance Companies,

Electricity and Telecom.
Apart from this the
District Legal Services
Authority, Raipur is pro-
moting National Lok
Adalat by visiting Haat-
Bazaar, Railway Station,
Bus Stand and door-to-
door.

Cases of rent control,
check bounce, excise law,
civil law, transport, family
court, electricity, telecom-
munication, municipal
corporation, water tax,
land tax, labor law, crimi-

nal law will be taken up
for settlement. This time a
division bench of State
Transport Appellate
Tribunal Raipur, Waqf
Board Raipur and
Commercial Court
Raipur is also being con-
stituted.

Apart from this, dis-
putes arising out of pub-
lic utility services and
building construction
through Permanent Lok
Adalat can also be re-
solved through National
Lok Adalat. Parties can
also register a case by get-
ting information about
the helpline number of
15100 NALSA.
Arrangements for mobile
vans have also been made
for the parties who are un-
able to appear in the court
due to any reason.

First National Lok Adalat
of this year on March 12
At District Court
Raipur
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Raipur, Mar 04: Paddy
lifting for custom milling
is being done at a rapid
pace across the state as per
the directions of Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel.
According to the informa-
tion received till March 03,
88.18 lakh MT of paddy
has been lifted by the
millers through DO and

TO. Meanwhile, the state
government is also work-
ing expeditiously to de-
posit rice in the central
pool. Over 25.61 lakh MT
of quality rice has been
deposited in the central
pool so far. This includes
14.01 lakh MT of rice de-
posited in the Food
Corporation of India and
11.60 lakh MT in the Civil
Supplies Corporation.

Food Secretary
Topeshwar Verma in-
formed that on the initia-
tive of the Chief Minister,
the work of paddy lifting
for custom milling is being
done at a rapid pace this
year, just like paddy pro-
curement. A record 88.18
lakh MT of paddy has

been lifted through DO
and TO so far. Mr. Verma
informed that DO of 69.50
lakh  MT of paddy has
been issued to DO. The
millers have lifted 66.04
lakh MT of paddy from the
procurement centers.
Similarly, T.O. has been is-
sued for the transporta-
tion of 23.37 lakh MT of
paddy. Against this 22.14
lakh MT of paddy has
been lifted from the com-
mittees. The work of
paddy lifting from paddy
procurement centers and
custom milling is being
conducted on a war foot-
ing. This year a target has
been set to deposit 61.65
lakh MT of Arva rice in
pool.

Paddy lifting for custom milling
at a rapid pace in Chhattisgarh
88.18 lakh MT of
paddy has been lifted
through DO and TO

25.61 lakh MT of rice
deposited in the cen-
tral pool
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Raipur, Ma 04: The
Covid-19 vaccination
drive is going on at a
rapid pace in
Chhattisgarh. One crore

68 lakh 69 thousand 073
citizens of the state
have been fully vacci-
nated against Covid-19.
82 per cent adult popula-
tion and 43 per cent of
children in 15 to 18
years age group have re-
ceived both doses of
Covid-19 vaccine.
Precaution doses have
also been administered
to 03 lakh 78 thousand
611 health workers,
frontline workers, and
people above 60 years of
age.

Besides, first dose of
the Covid-19 vaccine has
been administered to
100 per cent of the popu-
lation above 18 years
and 67 per cent of chil-

dren in 15 to 18 years age
group. one crore 97 lakh
57 thousand 492 citizens
above 18 years and 11
lakh 05 thousand 719
children in 15 to 18 years
age group have received
the first dose of Covid-19
vaccine. Besides, 07 lakh
07 thousand 663 children
in the age group of 15 to
18 years have been ad-
ministered both doses of
the vaccine. A total of 03
crore 81 lakh 10 thou-
sand 895 doses of Covid-
19 vaccine have been ad-
ministered so far across
the state (till March 3rd)
in both age groups, in-
cluding first and second
and precautionary
doses.

82% adult population in Ch’garh
fully vaccinated against Covid-19

43% eligible
teenagers vaccinated
with both doses

100%er cent adult
population of the
state jabbed with
first dose of precau-
tion doses of Covid-
19 vaccine adminis-
tered to 3.79 lakh
people
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Raipur, Mar 04:
Chhattisgarh on
Wednesday reported 153
COVID-19 cases at a posi-
tivity rate of 0.73 per
cent, taking the tally to
11,51,126, while the death
toll increased by one to
reach 14,029, an official
said.

The recovery count
stood at 11,35,968 after 17
people were discharged
from hospitals and 293
completed home isola-
tion during the day, leav-
ing the state with 1,129
active cases, he said.

“Bilaspur recorded 22
cases, followed by Korba
17, Raipur 15,

Kabirdham 13, Durg 12,
Bastar nine, Dhamtari
six, Rajnandgaon four,
Balod three, Bemetara
two and Jashpur one,
among other districts.
No case was reported in
seven districts,” the offi-
cial said.

With 20,905 samples ex-
amined during the day,
the tally of tests carried
out so far went up to
1,71,37,433, he added.
Chhattisgarh’s coron-
avirus figures are as fol-
lows: Positive cases
11,51,126, new cases 153,
death toll 14,029, recov-
ered 11,35,968, active
cases 1,129, today tests
20,905, total tests
1,71,37,433.

Ch’garh sees 153 COVID-19
cases, 1 death, 310 recoveries
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Raipur, Mar 04: Nava
Raipur Atal Nagar
Development Authority
will start the process of
distribution of 1200 to 2500
square feet residential
land lease to the project af-
fected-farmers as per their
eligibility from March 7.
The Board of Directors of
the Authority has accept-
ed six major recommenda-

tions made by the Cabinet
Committee constituted by
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel, in the 69th meet-
ing held on February 25.
Orders have also been is-
sued for implementation
of the same.

These recommenda-
tions have been made in
the view of demands made
by the New Capital
Project-Affected Farmers
Welfare Committee. This
include distribution of
land lease, allotment of
1200 to 2500 square feet of
residential land as per eli-
gibility, and relaxation in
the conditions of imple-
mentation of Village
Development Plan for allo-
cating government land
wherever it is encroached.

Similarly, for the settle-
ment of audit objections
in favor of farmers, the

Board of Director has de-
cided to consider as proof
the Patwari document in
respect of irrigated and
non-irrigated land and the
report of the forester re-
garding trees. Besides, the
Board of Directors have
also agreed to put condi-
tion in the upcoming ten-
ders of Nava Raipur Atal
Nagar Development
Authority that 60 per cent
employees must be from
the affected-village.

It was also decided in
the meeting that 75 per
cent shops, ‘Gumti’ plat-
forms and halls built in
various sectors of Nava
Raipur Atal Nagar will be
allotted to the project-af-
fected families at cost
price through lottery by
inviting applications from
the concerned. It has also
been recommended to re-

lieve the requirements of
permission for the pur-
chase and sale of land in
the villages of Layer-11 of
Nava Raipur Atal Nagar.
Instructions have been
given to complete all these
processes in the next three
months. The tentative date
for distribution of land
lease has also been fixed
by the authority.
According to the tentative
dates, distribution of ‘pat-
tas’ will be done in
Kayabandha on 7 March,
Navagaon (Khapri) on 11
March, Rakhi on 16
March, Jhanj on March 22,
Khapri on March 25,
Kotrabhantha on March
31, Rico on April 4, Chicha
on April 8, Sendh on April
13, Chhatauna on April 19,
Navagaon (Khutera) on
April 25, Tuta on April 29
and Uparwara on May 4.

Distribution of residential land lease
to the farmers from March 7

Affected by the
Nava Raipur Capital
Project 

Eligible affected-
farmers will be
allotted 1200 to
2500 square feet 
of residential land

Raipur, Mar 03: Adani
Enterprises Limited
(AEL) has been con-
ferred with
Chhattisgarh Excellence
Award 2021-22 in the cat-
egory of Safety, Health
and Environment (SHE).

An event organized by
Confederation of Indian
Industry (CII)
Chhattisgarh at Raipur
today, AEL’s Parsa East
Kete Basen (PEKB)
Open Mine was awarded
for the highest efforts of
SHE. The award was re-

ceived by Mr. Atul
Kumar Gupta - Manager,
Mr. Kanak Aggarwal -
Assistant Manager and
Mr. Siddab Manoria -
Senior Engineer on bel-
half of AEL.

It to be mentioned that
AEL is engaged in min-
ing development and op-
erator of PEKB open-
cast allotted to
Rajasthan Rajya Vidyut
Utpadan Nigam Limited
which it has acquired
through competitive bid-
ding.

AEL got Ch’garh
Excellence Award in the

category of SHE

Raipur, Mar 04: Lt
Chaitanya Dubey, son of
veteran Col. AK Dubey
from Raipur , Chhattisgarh
joined 24 Medium SP regi-
ment in Dec 1997.

He was performing the
duties of Forward
Observation Officer with
‘B’ sqn of the 84 Armoured
Regiment during exercise
“Garam Hawaa” on the

Indo-Pak border in the
harsh deserts of Rajasthan 

On May 5, 2000 at around
2145 hrs, Lt Chaitanya
Dubey made the supreme
sacrifice while trying to ne-
gotiate his tank through a
sandstorm- when the tank
toppled over. Lt Chaitanya
Dubey has found a place of
tribute in Smriti Van at
raipur. His course mates,
gunner officers, army per-
sonnel from HQ COSA, vet-
erans and citizens of
Raipur joined at Chaitanya
Upvan to pay tributes on
the occasion of his birth
anniversary here on
Thursday.

Lt. Chaitanya Dubey
offered rich tributes

By his course mates,
gunner officers,
army personnel
from HQ COSA, vet-
erans and citizens 
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Lara, Mar 04: To high-
light the importance of
safety to avoid any work-
place mishaps and encour-
age people to inculcate
safety culture in everyday
life, National safety day
celebrated at NTPC Lara
on March 4th. Manish
Srivastav, Deputy Director
(Industrial Health &
Safety) Raigarh unfurled
the safety flag and address
the gathering on impor-
tance of industrial safety
and gave importance on
identifying the safety haz-
ards in their workplace.
Accident-free workplace is
our prime objective to cele-
brate this programme and
it is possible when we

shall adapt zero tolerance
to compromise on small
safety hazards.

Alok Gupta, Executive
Director, NTPC Lara ad-
ministered the safety
pledge to the gathering
and appeal all employees
and contract workers not
to accept any work condi-
tion where safety is com-
promised. They should im-
mediately inform the high-
er authority against the
agency or employee. NTPC
adapt safety first policy

and zero tolerance on com-
promising it. And this is
our duty to implement this
in our workplace.

This year theme is
“Nurture young minds
Develop a safety culture”.
On emphasizing the theme
of this year, various pro-
grammes, competitions
will be organized among
employees, children,
housewives and contract
labours to raise awareness
on safety.

For implementation of

safety practices inside
plant and township area
various groups have been
formed under different de-
partments and agency and
contract labour working
under them. Contract
agencies and implement-
ing departments were
awarded by Chief Guest,
Manish Srivastav, Deputy
Director (Industrial
Health & Safety) in the
presence of Alok Gupta,
Executive Director, GMs
and senior officials.

National Safety Day 2022 celebrated at NTPC Lara 

RRaaiippuurr,,  MMaarr  0044::  A Series of E-
Guest Lectures was organized
by Columbia College, Raipur
for the students of B.Ed. and
D.El.Ed. In which the eminent
professors of various colleges
were invited for the speech. 

Dr. (Smt.) Mohana Sushant
Pandit, HOD, Department of
Education, Bhilai Mahila
Mahavidyalaya, Bhilai deliv-
ered a lecture on the topic
“Curriculum and Life Skill”.

She explained how study skills
and student life problems are
related and how we can devel-
op skills to overcome them. 

Dr. B. G. Nair, Asst. Prof.,
Vivekananda Institute of
Education, Kota, Raipur deliv-
ered a lecture on “Idealism”.
Explaining the principles of
idealism, she asked to know
himself first to become ideal by
giving examples of Satyam,
Shivam, Sundaram. 

The Principal of
Vivekananda Institute of
Education, Kota, Raipur, Mrs.
Rashmi Patel, while giving a
lecture on the topic Method of
Skill Development (Nai-Talim)”,
made the pupil teachers aware
of various skills based on
Mahatma Gandhi’s Nai-Talim
education system. All the pupil
teachers present in these lec-
tures asked their questions and
doubts to the subject experts,
which were also resolved.
Columbia College Principal Dr.
Arun Kumar Dubey and all the
teachers were present in these
lectures.

E-Guest lecture organized
at Columbia College

Bilaspur, Mar 04:
International Women’s
Day celebrations will be
organized in Guru
G h a s i d a s
Vishwavidyalaya (Central
University) on March 08,
2022 at 10 am in Silver
Jubilee Auditorium. The
theme of International
Women’s Day 2022 is
‘Gender Equality Today
for a Sustainable
Tomorrow’.

The Chief Guest of the
program will be Padma
Shri Mokshada (Mamata)
Chandrakar, Vice-
Chancellor Indira Kala
Sangeet Vishwavidyalaya,
Khairagarh. Prof.
Nilambari Dave, former
Vice-Chancellor and Head
of Department,
Department of Home
Science, Saurashtra
University Rajkot will be
present as a Special Guest.
The Seed Statement will
be delivered by Prof. Aarti

Srivastava from Higher
and Vocational Education
Department, NIEEPA New
Delhi. Mrs. Meenakshi
Tuteja Founder and
Director, Meenakshi
Salons and Academy will
also be present in the
order of special guests.

The Chief Patron of the
program will be the
Honorable Vice-
Chancellor of the
University, Professor Alok
Kumar Chakrawal and the
Patron will be the
Registrar, Prof. Shailendra
Kumar. The program Co-
convener is Dr. Bharti
Ahirwar, Head of the
Department of Pharmacy.

The Deans, Heads of
Departments, Officers,
teachers, staff, research
scholars and students of
various Schools of the
University will participate
in this program to be or-
ganized in the Silver
Jubilee Auditorium.

Int’nl Women’s
Day 2022 to be held

on Mar 08

More than 19.42
cr approved for
Aagar irrigation
Raipur, Mar 04: The
state government has
sanctioned Rs. 19
crore 42 lakh 27 thou-
sand for the works of
Aagar irrigation
scheme in Mungeli
district.

Under the scheme,
CC lining work will
be done till the end of
the canal. Once the
work is completed,
the farmers will get
an irrigation facili-
ties for 3645 designat-
ed area.
Administrative ap-
proval from Ministry
of Water Resources
D e p a r t m e n t ,
Mahanadi Bhawan
has been issued to
Chief Engineer
Hasdeo Cachar
Water Resources
Department Bilaspur
for getting the work
done.
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Arang, Mar 04: The at-
mosphere of village
Siwani, under
Mandirhasaud Police
Station area is dis-
turbed due to sale of il-
legal liquor and other
narcotics, particularly
ganja.

The liquor sale activi-
ty is conducted on the
main road Gaudi to
Siwani, just in front of
the paddy Procurement
Centre, by a father son
duo.

The villagers have
alleged that no perma-
nent action is being

taken on the accused
and both sarpanch of
village Gaudi and
Siwani have seeked po-
lice action into the mat-
ter.

The village with a
population of about
three thousand falls on
Raipur Aarang
National Highway,
which makes it a route
heavily used by com-
muters, heavy movers
and students alike.

Convenor of Kisan
Sandarsh Samiti,
Bhupendra Sharma, ac-

tive in the anti liquor
campaign in the area,
said that after discus-
sions with the village
sarpanch, he came to
know about the liquor
trade, and assured to
get effective action from
Station Incharge
Virendra Chandra.

The villagers led by
Sharma have submitted
a memorandum the
Inspector General of
Police, and
Superintendent of
Police and Station In
charge.

Shri Ramcharitmanas teaches
the art of living life: Harshita
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Takhatpur, Mar  04: On
the seventh day of Shri
Ramcharitmanas Akhand
Navdha Ramayana pro-
gram, Harshita Pandey, for-
mer President of Women's
Commission, joined to lis-
ten to the story of
Ramcharitmanas, along
with many other devotees.
Pandey was honored by
Shri Ram Gamcha by the
organizing committee. A
large number of women
and youth of village
Barela, present in the pro-
gram, listened to the story
along with the hymns of
Lord Rama.

Addressing the devotees
Harshita Pandey, said that
Lord Shri Ram is our ado-
ration and whose story
teaches us the art of living
life. There have been so

many kings in the world,
whose story is not listened
the way Lord Ram's story
is listened for nine long
days, sitting on the ,and
this is because Ram Raja
was a great king who in-
spires us all towards the
kingdom of Ram.

Talking on Ayodhya and
Ram Janmabhoomi she
said, after waiting for 500
years we got the privilege
of seeing the construction
of the temple of Lord Ram.
We all are fortunate to have
got the privilege of seeing
the temple being built, and
the contribution of village
Barela for the temple, is
worth praising. Pradeep
Kaushik, Anil Singh
Thakur, Komal Singh
Thakur, Ajay Yadav, Tilak
Devangan, Nohar Singh
Thakur, Sanjay Nirmalkar,
Kishan Pandey, Vishal
V i s h w a k a r m a ,
Bhuneshwar Patel, Nitesh
Patel, Gajendra Thakur,
Karthik Sahu, Nurita
Kaushik were present in
the program and were ac-
corded welcome by the or-
ganizing committee. A
large number of devotees
present in the program,
danced to the tune of Lord
Shri Ram and listened to
His splendid life story.

Special sanitation drive held
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Korba, Mar 04: Under
the ongoing 'Swachchata
Abhiyan', special sanita-
tion drive was carried out
in ward No. 22 of HIG
Colony and Shivajinagar
to 'Kathal Garden' under
'Kosabadi' Zone of KMC
here on Thursday. Along
with cleaning, the
denizens of the ward
were asked for due coop-
eration in sanitation by
visiting door-to-door and
created awarness among

people of ward about san-
itation and cleanliness.
Members of Rotary Club
also gave participation in
this special campaign and
even tok part in the sani-
tation and public aware-
ness drive.

It is worthwhile to
mention here that it is

under guidance of
Mayor Rajkishore Yadav
and Commissioner
Prabhakar Pandey, KMC
has launched special
sanitation drive in all
wards of KMC from Feb
10 to March 31. In this se-
ries, the drains were
cleaned from the bottom,

all the shrubs and wild
grass by the side of road
was cleaned and C&D
waste was lifted, the
waste generated from
drains and debris was
also immediately lifted
and disposed off.

Corporator Anuj
Jaiswal, Upper
C o m m i s s i o n e r
Khanjanchi Kumar, Zone
Commissioner RK
Maheshwari, Health offi-
cer Dr Sanjay Tiwari,
Sunil Verma, Prakash
Chandra, Vikram
Agrawal, and their team
and other members of
Rotary Club and
'Swachchata mitrs' took
part in cleaning activities.

Demand of action against
illegal liquor sale

Corporator urges to keep land safe
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Anwari, Mar 04: The
corporator ward No. 12 of
Nagar Panchayat
Bhakhara submitted a
memorandum to the
Nayab Tehsildar Bhupesh
Chandrakar to keep the
reserved land in Haat-
Bazar of Bhakhara safe
and secured.

In the application it was
mentioned that in the
land kept reserved in
'Haat-Bazar' of Nagar
Panchayat Bhakhara,
some people have en-
croached upon and a com-
plaint in this regard was
lodged earlier also, but till

date no firm action has
been taken by the Nagar
Panchayat administra-
tion. Despite having place
in the heard of Nagar
panchayat Bhakhara in
'Haat- bazar' the market is
being opened in general
street and this is causing
lot of resentment among
the residents from
Bhakhara to Bhateli.

As per information in
this regard, the Nagar
Panchayat Bhakhara in-
stead of keeping the pro-
posed land area of 'haat-
bazar' safe and taking
firm action against the
encroachers, they are
dilly-delaying the same
and leaving scope open
for encroachment by 
others.

Start income oriented activities
in Gouthan, says Katara
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Bijapur, Mar 04:
Collector Rajendra Kumar
Katara conducted surprise
inspection of Gouthan in
Gram Panchayat Itapal
area of Bijapur block on
Thursday and took infor-
mation from departmental
officers about various in-
come-oriented activities
being carried out in the
'Gouthan' and granted
sanction for various other
works. He also held talks
with the members of
WSHGs and 'Gouthan'
samiti members and moti-
vated them to carry out
management of economic
activities in the 'Gouthan'
smoothly.

On this occasion he gave
instructions to carry out
'goat-rearing', 'Kadaknath
murgi', 'Bater Palan', 'fish
farming', vegetables, brick
manufacturing, 'chana-
murra' making and others.
To provide necessary re-
sources for goat, poultry
and masala and cement
and brick unit, he gave
necessary instructions to

the officers to provide con-
sultation from time to
time.

CEO District Panchayat
Ravi Kumar Sahu ap-
prised Collector about the
work plan for various ac-
tivities being carried out
in model 'Gouthan' -Itapal.
Presently the female mem-
bers of WSHGs are carry-
ing out poultry farming

and egg production in the
'Gouthan' and with this
the Group is able to sell
around 1 lakh eggs. The
members of the Group are
regularly seeing the man-
agement of economic ac-
tivities in the 'Gouthan.

Collector Katara held the
need to take help from dis-
trict administration in
order to strengthen rural
economy. Sarpanch
Jagbandhu Manjhi present
on the occasion informed
that by carrying out other
economic activities in the
'Gouthan',the source of in-
come for the villagers
would increase. During
this inspection CEO
Janpad Panchayat Fagesh
Sinha, Dy. Director Animal
Husbandry and Agri-deptt,
Horticulture, Agriculture
Science Centre, and other
departmental officers were
present.

‘Mahashivratri’ celebrated with fervour
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Dongargaon, Mar 04:
The festival of
Mahashivratri was cele-
brated with religious fer-
vour here on Tuesday. On
this occasion there was
huge crowd of devotees
witnessed in Lord Shiva's
temple. The two-day long
'Mahashivratri' festival in
city concluded here on
Wednesday. On Tuesday, a
massive 'Barat' of Baba
Mahakal was taken out by

Mahakal Mitra Mandal
along with attractive
tableau and instruments
and DJs playing religious
tunes. This 'Barat' started
from south-facing Lord
Hanuman's temple in
Kilapara and concluded at
Gyatri Mandir premises
passing through main
thoroughfares of city and
was finally immersed.

Here the devotees of-
fered prayer to Baba
Mahakal and the Shiva's
devotees continued to

throng the Shiva's temple
from morning till evening
hours. At 'Shiva Shakti
Kunj' in Kilapahadi area of
city, massive prayers were
offered to Baba Mahakal
along with 'Rudra-ab-
hishekh' and 'Bhandara'
and 'mahaprasadi'. In the
same way, in the
'Shivalaya' at Durga tem-
ple, the devotees per-
formed prayers for four
times.

It is notable here that for
last two years due to Covid

pandemic, this was for the
first time devotees in large
number gathered and en-
thusiastically took part in
all the rituals for
'Mahashivratri'.

On this day in
Sewatpara the idol of
'Mahakal' was established
and after prayers and
other rituals, it was im-
mersed on Wednesday.
This year idol of Shivling
was established at Cinema
line and it was pending 
for long

In ward No. 22 in HIG
Colony, Shivajinagar
and upto Kathal garden

Kept reserved for
‘Haat-Bazar’ earlier 

Conducts surprise
inspection of ideal
‘Gouthan’ Itapal
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APPEAR FOR EXAM

Students, including those wearing hijabs, appear for HSC Boards exam 
at Maharashtra College, in Mumbai, Friday.
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BRIEF
Dared

Jaipur: A 27-year-old
woman with criminal
antecedents was ar-
rested from
Rajasthan’s Nagaur
after she posted pic-
tures of her firing bul-
lets on social media.
The accused Kamla
Chaudhary had post-
ed the video on social
media. In a live chat a
couple of days ago,
she had announced
that she consumed ec-
stasy, a banned sub-
stance, and dared the
police to take action
against her. A case
under the Arms Act
and IT Act was regis-
tered.

Gutted
Thane: Six shanties
located in a slum
colony in Thane city’s
Kalwa were gutted in
a fire triggered by a
gas cylinder explo-
sion, but nobody was
injured in the inci-
dent. The incident
took place at Gholai
Nagar after two cylin-
ders exploded and
there was leakage
from another cylinder,
chief of Thane
Municipal
Corporation’s
Regional Disaster
Management Cell
(RDMC) Avinash
Sawant said. Exact
cause behind the inci-
dent is being ascer-
tained.

Held
Gurugram: Police ar-
rested a man for al-
legedly killing his live-
in partner, almost four
years after he killed
her husband.
Surender alias
Dudhiya was in a rela-
tionship with a
woman named Kamla
since 2014. After her
husband Mahesh
learnt about their af-
fair, Surender hatched
a plan to eliminate
him. The two men sat
together over some
drinks after which
Surender killed him
in South West Delhi.
He then dumped
Mahesh’s body.

Thefts
Ghaziabad: Two stu-
dents and a jeweller
were arrested for rob-
bing and purchasing
of stolen jewellery in
Kavi Nagar police sta-
tion limits here.
Kuldeep and
Nishanth, II year BBA
students, used to al-
legedly snatch jew-
ellery, especially gold
chains, from passers-
by and sell it to jew-
eller Lalit Soni, a resi-
dent of Morta village
here, at throwaway
prices to fulfil their in-
dulgences, such as im-
ported liquor, circle of-
ficer (city) Awneesh
Kumar said.

Case
Indore: A case was
registered against a
priest and two
women for allegedly
stopping a Dalit
woman from offering
prayers at a Shiva
temple in Madhya
Pradesh’s Khargone
district, police said.
The woman, a college
student, alleged that
she was not allowed
to offer prayers at a
public temple at
Temla village on
Mahashivratri due to
her caste.

Reunify
New Delhi: A BJP
member in the party-
ruled North Delhi
Municipal
Corporation suggest-
ed that unifying the
three civic bodies
again will be a “good”
move and claimed that
it will “solve” a lot of
issues faced by the
NDMC.

Shimla, Mar 04 (PTI):

Presenting the Budget
for 2022-23 in the state
Assembly, Himachal
Pradesh Chief Minister
Jai Ram Thakur on Friday
announced to increase
monthly old-age pension
amount from Rs 1,001 to Rs
1,500. Presenting his fifth
and last budget of the cur-
rent government, Thakur
also announced to de-
crease the age limit from
70 years to 60 years for
availing such pension,
without any income limit.

Thakur, who also hold
the state’s finance portfo-
lio, also announced to in-
crease the Member of
Legislative Assembly
Local Area Development
Scheme (MLALAD) fund
from the existing Rs 1.80
crore to Rs 2 crore.

The MLALAD fund has
been increased by Rs 20
lakh in the Budget, which
is the last one before the
next Assembly elections
scheduled to be held in
December. Thakur stated
that a total of Rs 90 lakh

increase had been made in
the MLALAD fund during
his government.

The chief minister also
announced to increase the
discretionary grant for
MLAs from Rs 10 lakh to
Rs 12 lakh per annum for
the next fiscal.

On the health sector, the
chief minister declared to
create 500 new posts for
doctors in the state.

Thakur announced that
a provision would be made
whereby the Himcare
Card for availing free
health services for various

ailments will be required
to be renewed after three
years instead of every
year.

Honorarium for Mayor,
Deputy Mayor and coun-
cillors in municipal corpo-
rations has been increased
from Rs 12,000 to Rs 15,000,
from Rs 8,500 to Rs 10,000
and from Rs 5,050 to Rs
6,050 per month, respec-
tively, he added.

He announced that that
Sardar Patel University in
the Mandi district would
start functioning in April
2022. Thakur also an-

nounced to construct 1000
new Anganwadi Bhawans
in the state.

A total of 789 plans from
NABARD worth Rs 3,200
crore was approved during
the five-year tenure of the
previous Congress govern-
ment, whereas that during
the current government
stood at Rs 3,452 crore for
826 plans, he added.

Meanwhile, The New
Pension Scheme
Karamchari Mahasangh
has withdrawn its call to
gherao the Himachal
Pradesh Assembly on
Friday.

There is no plan of any
protest in Shimla, and the
agitation will be intensi-
fied after deciding the fu-
ture course of action,
Mahasangh chief Pradeep
Thakur stated in a press
statement here.

Earlier, the Mahasangh
had planned to continue
its dharna outside the
state Assembly on Friday
too. However, the police re-
moved them from the
dharna site on Thursday
night.

HP to reduce age limit for pension
to 60 years, amount hiked

Himachal Pradesh CM Jai Ram Thakur arrives to present
the state Budget in the Assembly, in Shimla, Friday.

Bengaluru, Mar 04
(PTI): Karnataka Chief
Minister Basavaraj
Bommai has proposed no
increase in taxes in the
Budget 2022-23 presented

by him in the state
Legislative Assembly on
Friday.

In his maiden budget,
the Chief Minister who
also holds the Finance
portfolio has expressed his
government’s commit-
ment for the implementa-
tion of the Mekedatu proj-

ect across river Cauvery, to
which neighbouring Tamil
Nadu is opposed to, and
has provided Rs 1,000 crore
for it this year. With just a
year left for the Assembly
polls in the state, this is
most likely to be the last
full-fledged budget ahead
of the elections.

No hike in taxes in Karnataka Budget
Rs 1,000 crore for 
Mekedatu project 

Mumbai, Mar 04 (PTI):

Noisy scenes were wit-
nessed in the
Maharashtra Legislative
Assembly on Friday as the
opposition BJP targeted
the MVA government over
its refusal to seek state
minister Nawab Malik’s
resignation and blamed it
for the Supreme Court’s
rejection of the interim
report of a panel on politi-
cal quota for Other
Backward Classes (OBCs).

The House was ad-
journed for the day after
BJP members and leaders
of the ruling Maha Vikas
Aghadi (MVA) indulged in
slogan-shouting against
each other over the two is-
sues. Before being ad-

journed for the day, the
Assembly saw two ad-
journments.

The Supreme Court on
Thursday said it is “not
possible” to permit any
authority to act upon the
recommendation made in
the interim report of the
state Backward Classes
Commission, which has
said that up to 27 per cent
reservation can be grant-

ed to the OBCs in the local
bodies in Maharashtra,
subject to the condition
that the total quota shall
not exceed 50 per cent
limit.

As soon as the Lower
House assembled on
Friday, Leader of
Opposition Devendra
Fadnavis raised the OBC
quota issue through an ad-
journment notice.

Maha Assembly adjourned after
uproar over OBC quota issue

BJP leaders protest against Maha Vikas Aghadi govern-
ment at the Assembly, on the second day of budget ses-
sion, in Mumbai, Friday.

Demand for Nawab
Malik’s resignation
also made

New Delhi, Mar 04 (PTI):

More than 39,000 vehi-
cles were towed away by
the Delhi Traffic Police in
the last three months since
it introduced a new system
of sharing information
about pit locations with
vehicle owners via SMS,
police said on Friday.

With effect from
December 1, 2021, Delhi
Traffic Police officials
said, a new system has
started wherein informa-
tion is shared with owners
of towed vehicles via SMS
on their registered mobile
numbers about the status
of their vehicles and pit lo-
cations.

According to the data,
39,155 vehicles were towed
away by the Delhi Traffic
Police from December
1,2021 to February 28, 2022.

Soon, the Delhi Traffic
Police will also start send-
ing SMS alerts about the

chowks where the towed
vehicles are taken first be-
fore being deposited at the
pits.

Earlier, when vehicles
were towed away, people
would file a missing com-
plaint or lodge a complaint
about vehicle theft, said
Suman Nalwa, Delhi
Police Public Relations
Officer.

“In this new system, our
traffic department sends a
message immediately to
the registered mobile
number of the towed vehi-
cle owner informing that
his/her vehicle is at this
particular pit in Delhi so
that they can pay their
challans and get their ve-
hicles back without any
difficulty,”she said.

Out of the total vehicles
towed away, there were
18,987 two-wheelers, 13,730

private cars, 4,175 three-
wheelers, and 1,279 com-
mercial cars and vans, the
data showed.

The analysis of the data
showed that 838 large
goods vehicle (LGV), 69
Heavy Transport Vehicle
(HTV), 42 Medium goods
vehicle (MGV), 13 buses
and six other category ve-
hicles were also towed
away.

Deputy Commissioner
of Police, Traffic
(Modernisation), S K
Singh said, “Most of the
owners of towed vehicles
earlier used to file lost re-
ports. Now, with this new
system, they immediately
get a notice and can take
their vehicle from Traffic
circles.”

“We are also in the
process of sending cur-
rent locations.

Delhi Traffic Police sets up new 
system for towed vehicles

Vehicles towed from a 
no-parking zone in Delhi.

Chennai, Mar 04 (PTI):

All the 20 mayoral candi-
dates of the ruling DMK
and its ally Congress’
nominee, an autorickshaw
driver, on Friday were
elected in indirect polls to
the top posts in civic bod-
ies in Tamil Nadu and
they took charge.

Priya Rajan, the ruling
party’s nominee was elect-
ed unopposed and she took
charge as Chennai mayor
in the presence of state
ministers Ma
Subramanian, a former
mayor, and PK Sekar
Babu.

The 28-year old woman
is the first Dalit person to
become the mayor of

Greater Chennai
Corporation (GCC). A
postgraduate in com-
merce, she is also the
youngest to assume office
as Chennai mayor.

She was administered
the oath of office by
Principal Secretary and

GCC Commissioner
Gagandeep Singh Bedi at
the Ripon Building. Sekar
Babu and Subramanian
presented a mace to R
Priya, the third woman
mayor of Chennai and
49th mayor of the corpora-
tion.

All DMK mayoral candidates
emerge victorious

R Priya of DMK becomes Mayor of Greater Chennai Corporation on Friday.

Registrar leaves office after
84 hrs from Visva Bharati

Shantiniketan, Mar 04 (PTI):

Visva Bharati registrar
Asish Agarwal left his office
in the university campus at
Santiniketan after 84 hours
in the presence of policemen
even as a section of students
continued their sit-in at the
campus for over 96 hours de-
manding the reopening of
hostels which are closed
since the lockdown. The reg-
istrar left his office after
Calcutta High Court asked
the police to ensure that the
officers of the central uni-
versity are not obstructed
from performing their duty

or the registrar from moving
freely in Shantiniketan by
the students. The official
said the personnel from the
local police station left the
campus after the registrar
went to his official residence
and only Visva Bharati secu-
rity personnel, who regular-
ly man the gates and are in
charge of security, are pres-
ent as usual.

Asish Agarwal

Gujarat Congress MLAs walkout
to protest suspension of MLA

Gandhinagar, Mar 04 (PTI):

Opposition Congress
staged a walkout in the
Gujarat Assembly on
Friday after senior party
legislator Punja Vansh was
suspended for seven days
for using unparliamentary
words against Minister of
State for Home Harsh
Sanghavi.

Though Vansh had ten-
dered an apology and with-
drew his words as directed
by Speaker Nimaben
Acharya, the ruling BJP
insisted on his suspension
for using a derogatory
word for the minister dur-
ing the Question Hour.

Not satisfied with the
replies given by state
Agriculture Minister

Raghavji Patel during the
question hour, Congress
MLA Naushad Solanki sat
on the floor of the House.

Following this, Sanghavi
had asked him not to in-
dulge in such hooliganism
and stated that the House
was not a Congress party
office.

Angered by the remark,
senior MLA Vansh asked
Sanghavi to refrain from
using such language, and
further accused the minis-
ter of using “tapori” lan-
guage in the House, which
the BJP found derogatory
and unparliamentary.

Comparing the state
home minister with a
“tapori” (vagabond) led to
a huge uproar in the
House.

Mumbai, Mar 04 (PTI):

The Bombay High Court
on Friday restrained the
Pune police from taking any
coercive action against IPS
officer Rashmi Shukla till
March 25 in connection
with the FIR registered
against her recently in an
alleged phone tapping case.

A bench of Justices SS
Shinde and Nitin Borkar
said that Shukla deserved to
be granted protection from
arrest in the case until fur-
ther orders, since prima
facie it appeared that she
had been “singled out” in
the present FIR registered
against her last week by the
Bund Garden police station
in Pune.

The bench also noted in

its order that the said FIR
had been registered against
Shukla after a considerable
delay.

It took note of Shukla’s
counsel and senior advocate
Mahesh Jethmalani that
though the alleged incident
of illegal phone tapping had
taken place over three years

ago, the Pune police’s FIR
was registered against
Shukla only on February 25
this year.

Jethmalani further said
that while several other offi-
cers of the Maharashtra po-
lice had been involved in ob-
taining the sanction for put-
ting certain phone numbers
under surveillance, the FIR
had been registered only
against Shukla.

The Maharashtra govern-
ment’s counsel YP Yagnik,
however, opposed Shukla’s
request for interim protec-
tion from arrest. He further
sought some time to file a
reply to her plea saying that
a copy of the petition had
been served to him only on
Thursday. Yagnik urged the
high court not to pass any

interim orders on the plea.
The bench, however, said
that Shukla had made a
case fit for ad-interim relief
and that in passing its order,
the high court was merely
following the mandate of
the Supreme Court. “We
will pass appropriate or-
ders. As per the petitioner’s
submissions, you (state po-
lice) are filing the FIR after
three-and-a-half years of
the alleged cause of action,”
the HC said. “Is it not a case
of malafide action that
while apparently several of-
ficers are involved, the FIR
is filed against only one offi-
cer? She is a serving IPS of-
ficer, holding a responsible
post in Andhra Pradesh.
Where is the scope of her
absconding?” it said.

Rashmi Shukla has alleged political vendetta in case

Rashmi Shukla

Bad roads, stray cattle, inflation
pose challenge for BJP

Jaunpur, Mar 04 (PTI):

With the SP, BSP and the
Congress fielding Muslim
candidates from the
Jaunpur Sadar seat in
Uttar Pradesh, the BJP
nominee hopes to find a
less difficult road to the
Assembly due to a likely di-
vision of votes.

However, issues of bad
roads, daily traffic conges-
tions in the city, inflation,
unemployment and stray
cattle can pose a problem
for sitting BJP MLA Girish
Yadav, who has been fielded
again from the seat by the
party.

Yadav is a minister in the
Yogi Adityanath govern-

ment in the state. Voting in
Jaunpur will be held on
March 7 in the last phase of
the ongoing Uttar Pradesh
polls. Among the major

parties, the Samajwadi
Party (SP) has fielded
Mohammad Arshad Khan,
BSP Salim Khan and the
Congress Nadeem Javed.

Congress party roadshow in Jaunpur Sadar in campaign
against sitting BJP MLA Girish Yadav.

Students 
continue sit-in
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BRIEF
Visas

Havana: US govern-
ment would resume
limited processing of
immigrant visas in
Havana more than four
years after halting that
service and removing
most diplomats from
Cuba over suspicions
they had been targeted
for mysterious attacks.
Havana embassy’s
charge d’ affaires,
Timothy Zuniga-
Brown, announced that
the consulate would
soon begin processing
some immigrant visas
for which documenta-
tion already is com-
plete.

Charged
New York: A US citi-
zen has been arrested
in London for his work
as a television producer
for a Russian oligarch
tied to Russian aggres-
sion in Ukraine over
the past eight years,
particularly in Crimea,
prosecutors an-
nounced. John Hanick,
71, was arrested in
London in what US
Attorney Damian
Williams described as
the first-ever criminal
indictment charging vi-
olation of US sanctions
resulting from Russia’s
2014 annexation of
Crimea.

Attack
Jayapura: Attackers be-
lieved to be West Papua
separatist rebels killed
eight technicians repair-
ing a remote telecommu-
nications tower in
Indonesia’s restive
Papua province. The
technicians were killed
when more than a dozen
gunmen stormed
Telkomsel’s telecommu-
nication tower while the
workers were fixing its
transceiver in the moun-
tainous village of Beoga
in Puncak district,
Papua military
spokesperson Col Aqsha
Erlangga said.

Moscow, Mar 04 (AP):

The Russian invasion of
Ukraine is the largest con-
flict that Europe has seen
since World War II, with
Russia conducting a multi-
pronged offensive across
the country.

The Russian military
has pummeled wide areas
in Ukraine with airstrikes
and has conducted major
rocket and artillery bom-
bardments, resulting in
large numbers of casual-
ties shows horror of war.

The Russian military
has used warplanes and
Kalibr (Caliber) cruise
missiles to hit facilities
throughout the country.

The Kalibr is a precision
weapon, but Ukrainian
military facilities and gov-
ernment buildings appar-
ently targeted by those
missiles in Kyiv and
Kharkiv are located close

to residential areas, result-
ing in civilian casualties.
The same applies to mis-
siles carried by Russian
warplanes, which targeted
military infrastructure in
strikes that also involved
collateral damage.

To hit key targets, the
Russian military also has
used Iskander missiles

that have a range of up to
500 kilometers and carry a
much more powerful war-
head that can destroy big
buildings and some forti-
fied facilities. Some
Iskander missiles were re-
portedly fired from the ter-
ritory of Russian ally
Belarus, which has served
as a staging ground for the

Russian invasion.
The Soviet-designed

Grad (Hail), Smerch
(Tornado) and Uragan
(Hurricane) multiple rock-
et launchers are designed
to fire a salvo of powerful
rockets to destroy concen-
trations of troops or mili-
tary equipment. Their use
against populated areas
inevitably causes heavy
casualties and major dam-
age to civilian infrastruc-
ture. The Russian military
also has a wide range of pow-
erful Soviet-designed ar-
tillery units, which were
bizarrely named after flow-
ers, such as self-propelled 203-
mm Peony and 152-mm
Hyacinth and Acacia self-pro-
pelled howitzers. The
Ukrainian military has re-
lied on the same assortment
of Soviet-built multiple rock-
et launchers and howitzers
that the Russian military
has.

Horror of war displayed with weapons use

Ukrainian Territorial Defence fighter examines a destroyed
Russian infantry mobility vehicle GAZ Tigr.

Islamabad, Mar 04 (PTI):

Pakistan is likely to re-
main on the grey list of
global money laundering
and terrorist financing
watchdog FATF until June
for failing to meet some of
the targets under the addi-
tional criteria, according to
a media report on Friday.

Pakistan has been on the
grey list of the Paris-based
Financial Action Task
Force (FATF) since June
2018 for failing to check
money laundering, leading
to terror financing, and was
given a plan of action to
complete it by October 2019.

Since then, the country
continues to be on that list
due to its failure to comply

with the FATF mandates.
The concluding session of

the plenary meeting of the
FATF is due on Friday and
includes Pakistan’s review
on the agenda, the Dawn
newspaper reported.
Pakistan is now targeting
the full completion of the
2021 action plan on anti-
money laundering and com-
bating terror financing by

the end of January 2023.
In October 2021, the FATF

acknowledged Pakistan’s
progress on a 27-point ac-
tion plan on completion of
26 items but kept the coun-
try on its increased moni-
toring list to exhibit terror
financing investigations
against and prosecutions of
top cadres of UN-designated
terror groups.

Pakistan likely to remain
on FATF’s grey list

FATF currently has 
39 members

Singapore, Mar 04 (PTI):

A third dose of the
COVID-19 vaccine is rec-
ommended for people with
a weakened immune sys-
tem, especially for organ
transplant recipients who
are least able to make anti-
bodies to fight off the
SARS-CoV-2 virus, accord-
ing to a study.

The research, published
in The BMJ, reinforces the
importance of additional
doses of the COVID-19 vac-
cine to protect people with
a weakened immune sys-
tem.

The researchers from
National University of
Singapore analysed the re-
sults of 82 observational
studies comparing the ef-
fectiveness of COVID-19
vaccines in immunocom-
promised and immuno-
competent people.

Of these studies, 77 used
mRNA vaccines, 16 viral
vector vaccines, and four
inactivated whole virus

vaccines.
After one COVID-19 vac-

cine dose, seroconversion
was found to be reduced
among immunocompro-
mised groups, except peo-
ple with HIV.
Seroconversion is the
process of making anti-
bodies after infection or
vaccination — priming the
immune system to fight off
a specific virus.

The study found that se-
roconversion rates were
about half as likely in pa-
tients with blood cancers,
immune-mediated inflam-
matory disorders, and
solid cancers compared
with immunocompetent
control.

Organ transplant recipi-
ents were 16 times less
likely to seroconvert, the
researchers said.

After a second dose, se-
roconversion was signifi-
cantly increased in pa-
tients with blood cancers,
immune-mediated inflam-
matory disorders, and

solid cancers, but re-
mained severely reduced
in transplant recipients,
with only a third achiev-
ing seroconversion, they
said.

Further review of 11
studies showed that the
third dose of a COVID-19
mRNA vaccine was associ-
ated with seroconversion
among vaccine non-re-
sponders with solid can-
cers, blood cancers, and
immune-mediated inflam-
matory disorders.

However, the response
was variable in transplant
recipients and no pub-
lished evidence was avail-
able on the effectiveness of
a third dose in people with
HIV, the researchers said.

Among the immuno-
compromised groups stud-
ied, antibody levels (titers)
were also lower than in
immunocompetent con-
trols, they said.

The researchers point to
several limitations of the
study.

Third Covid vaccine dose advised
for immuno compromised
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Leftist stance
After a brief lull another

'award wapsi gang' has
emerged comprising
Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee,
Anindya Chatterjee and
Sandhya Mukherjee, all from
West Bengal, a state once ruled
by the Leftists, who refused to
accept national civil awards
awarded to them for their dis-
tinguished services to the
nation by the Centre . We all
know that Buddhadeb
Bhattacharjee is a very fine
gentleman and a hardcore left-
ist who was the CM of West
Bengal for a decade during
whose tenure political violence
was the order of the day in the
state. A storm in the teacup like
the situation was created by
some in a few leading TV chan-
nels of the nation at this devel-
opment glorifying the above
three for their act of refusing to
accept the awards. But as a
nationalist Indian with some
knowledge about the nation's
independence struggle, I do
feel that this issue should not
be an issue at all because, the
leftists never played any role in
the nation's independence
movement. They never believe
in the constitution.
Communism and Democracy
are poles apart. The leftists'
loyalty to the nation was
always doubtful by their roles
during Chinese aggression in
1962. Their commitments to
the common people of the
nation were tested during the
1975 Emergency period, a dark
chapter of the nation's history.
Hence, I do strongly believe
that the present government's
decision to select the above
mentioned three for the
nation's civil award was wrong.
They simply do not deserve it
as they always have extra-terri-
torial loyalty.

AAsshhiimm,,  vviiaa  eemmaaiill

Wetlands
Wetlands are among the

most productive ecosystems on
the planet, providing critical
services to human society.
India nearly has 4.6% of its land
as wetlands that cover an area
of 15.26 million hectares.
Further, India is home to 47
Ramsar wetland sites of inter-
national importance. As a
result of massive industrializa-
tion and an increase in urban
population, many wetlands are
subject to anthropogenic pres-
sures, including land use. Vast
wetland areas perished due to
unsustainable human activities,
leading to global warming.
Nearly 30 per cent of natural
wetlands perished in India in
the last three decades. As
urbanization is likely to intensi-
fy, country's wetlands need
urgent protection. Much
awareness is a must to protect
the wetland ecosystems. A web
portal, wetlands of India, is
available to the stakeholders
for accessing all sorts of infor-
mation on the wetlands. Lack
of awareness and knowledge
on wetlands and their ecosys-
tem services can be blamed for
this widespread loss. The need
of the hour is to enforce strict
rules for the conservation and
wise use of wetlands.

KKrriisshhnnaa  KKuummaarr,,  vviiaa  eemmaaiill

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

WHAT THEY TWEET!

TToonngg  ZZhhaaoo@@zzhhaaoott22000055
China likely failed to predict
the war. Even many Russian
senior intel and mil officials,
as well as lots of top Russian
experts didn't seem to fore-
see the war. Given deep dis-
trust of US, China probably
dismissed the intel shared
by US as psychological war-
fare to drive wedge.

HHSSeetthh@@SSeetthhHHaassiitt
Race to join IITs is not about passion
for technology, NLUs not for interest
in law, IIMs for any interest in man-
agement, MBBS for any interest in
medicine and so on. In India, all these
are keys to upper middle class status
and income. Clamour for all these
shows lack of jobs.

MMaannoojj  KKuummaarr@@mmaannoojjkkjjhhaadduu
A big thank you to the students
coming from #Ukraine who gave a
tutorial to the regime on the dif-
ference between #Evacuations
and #Transportation.I hope the
regime learns that looking for and
creating 'optical illusion' 24X7
even in a humanitarian crisis
appears obscene. Jai Hind.

KKaauusshhaall@@kkssiinnaammddaarr
Youngsters in cities like
Mumbai are totally cut-off
from their roots. They are
fed a western outlook that is
totally irrelevant (and irrev-
erent) to our roots, lan-
guage, culture and civilisa-
tion in schools and colleges.
The education system is cre-
ating a rootless generation.

SSeelliinnaa  SSeenn@@sseelliinnaasseennwwrriitteess
Before the heat of summer..simple pleasures..my garden this morning.

TToomm  FFoowwddyy@@TToomm__FFoowwddyy
Both China and India are revert-
ing to their own currencies in
pursuing trade with Russia. The
combined population total of
these countries is 2.7 billion
people. Do the US and its allies
realize the long term strategic
consequences of this?

T he Supreme Court refused to entertain a PIL seek-
ing to disqualify Congress and Samajwadi Party

candidates in Uttar Pradesh and those of the Aam Aadmi
Party in Punjab for allegedly luring voters by offering
freebies from the exchequer. 'This is a motivated petition.
We feel there is a hidden agenda. Why are you targeting
particular parties? You should have sought general direc-
tions rather than targeting particular parties,' a Bench
led by CJI NV Ramana told the petitioner's advocate
Barun Kumar Sinha. Freebies are often promises of wel-
fare schemes for citizens. Welfare schemes certainly raise
the fiscal deficit of government finances if implemented,
but central and state governments have to take balanced
approach. Governance is not business with profit and
losses but serving of citizens. Nothing wrong in political
parties making promises in manifestos. But political par-
ties need to be careful that, manifestos are specific to state
and national policy and not just for virtue signalling to
voters. Ideally, election manifestos should be visionary
frameworks that declare policy options and aims of polit-
ical parties in any forthcoming electoral contest.
Manifestos reflect the ideological position of political
parties on varied issues of governance that can influence
prospective voters to vote in their favour. In India, elec-
tion manifestos have largely been a political template
that outlines the proposed plan of action for five years
once a party is voted to power. The legitimacy of an elec-
tion manifesto in the implementation of policies has
been a matter of debate. The accountability of mani-
festos remains a key question of reform in an electoral
democracy like ours. There are global practices in the
form of regulatory mechanisms to control the content of
election manifestos to avoid undue influence on voters.
The developed and the developing countries have devised
unique and indigenous practices to maintain fairness in
electoral competition among political parties. In the
United Kingdom, the electoral authority has the power to
issue specific guidelines for manifestos as part of cam-
paign material.

In the United States of America, political parties have
developed an internal mechanism to govern the charter of
the party. In some Asian countries like Bhutan, the
Election Commission has the power to approve the con-
tent of an election manifesto before it is in circulation for
mass consumption. In Latin American countries like
Mexico, certification, registration and validation of the
Federal Electoral Institute is mandatory for the nomina-
tion of contestants. Promises of freebies have stirred the
proverbial hornet's nest in past elections too. There have
been arguments about 'freebies' being in contravention of
Section 123 of the Representation of the People Act. In S
Subramaniam Balaji vs Govt of Tamil Nadu and Others,
the Supreme Court reposed its faith in the EC to regulate
its powers after consulting Article 324 to facilitate free and
fair elections. The court was apprehensive about the pos-
sibility of freebies vitiating the sanctity of the electoral
process. But it also expressed its jurisdictional limitation
to issue direction to the legislature on the matter. Instead,
it routed its concern by directing the EC to frame elabo-
rate guidelines for the preparation of manifestos and in-
clude them in the model code of conduct to guide political
parties and candidates. Political parties seem changed
their strategies for garnering voters in age of social
media. An Election Commission had analysed of election
manifestos of different parties revealed a marked empha-
sis on distribution of freebies and doles.

Governance is not business

C hina denounced a report that it asked Russia to
delay invading Ukraine until after the Beijing

Winter Olympics as 'fake news' and a 'very despicable" at-
tempt to divert attention and shift blame over the conflict.
As per some reports, senior Chinese officials requested at
the start of February that their Russian counterparts
delay plans to invade Ukraine until after the Winter
Olympics in Beijing had concluded. The western govern-
ments have no incentive to frame China in Russia-
Ukraine war but Chinese stance regarding Taiwan is sim-
ilar to that expressed by Russia regarding Ukraine and
now China stands complicit in a negative way. Intelligence
services reacted differently to the information, and as-
sessments varied as a result, officials said. An official fa-
miliar with the report said it did not necessarily indicate
Russian President Vladimir Putin and Chinese President
Xi Jinping had discussed the matter. Putin and Xi met on
February 4 as the Olympics kicked off. The two pledged to
cooperate more against the West and vowed a "no limits"
partnership in a more than 5,000 word-long document on
the nature of their partnership. At an Atlantic Council
event last month, former Australian Prime Minister
Kevin Rudd said the official Chinese translation of the
document neglected to include anti-NATO sentiments
that the Russians found salient as part of their justifica-
tion for invading Ukraine. In 2008, China had bristled at
Russia's invasion of Georgia during the Summer
Olympics in Beijing.

Six years later, Russia seized Crimea while it hosted the
winter games in Sochi. Leaders in both China and Taiwan
are closely watching the situation and how Western gov-
ernments respond. Russia's invasion of Ukraine has gen-
erated enormous sympathy in Taiwan, a self-ruling island
that Beijing claims as its territory. Chinese President Xi
Jinping has not ruled out the use of force in a 'reunifica-
tion' with Taiwan that his Communist Party government
insists is inevitable As Russia began invading Ukraine,
Taiwan was approached by nine Chinese aircraft, the de-
fence ministry said. 'Ukraine today, Taiwan tomorrow?'
some headlines in Taiwanese media asked. Taiwan and
Ukraine faced the same threat of a revisionist power
claiming another sovereign country as its own. It is an 'in-
alienable' part of Chinese territory and not a sovereign na-
tion, Chinese officials claim. They have accused Taiwan
government of 'exploiting' the Ukraine crisis to gain inter-
national support for the island, where China's Nationalists
fled and established a rival government in 1949 after being
defeated by the Communist forces of Mao Zedong. In a
joint statement Xi and Russian President Vladimir Putin
had signed in Beijing in February, Russia had reiterated its
opposition to Taiwan independence in any form.

Chinese complicity exposed
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A potter places clay dining-ware inside an oven at a workshop in Bakrol village near Ahmedabad in Gujarat.

CLAY DINING-WARE WORKSHOP

P rime Minister of Pakistan Imran
Khan has never been able to

prove his mettle as a strong orator but
is eager to debate on TV with the
Indian Prime Minister, Narendra
Modi. He said, "I would love to debate
with Narendra Modi on TV." It is yet to
be seen if Imran Khan debates with
Modi or not. While Imran Khan is des-
perate to talk to Modi, he should pri-
marily consider talking about the pain
and sufferings of the Muslims who
had migrated to Pakistan from UP,
Bihar, and other parts of the country
at the time of the partition. Even after
years of the formation of Pakistan,
they are considered second-class citi-
zens there. These people who went to
Pakistan are called Muhajirs, and over
70 percent of the population of
Muhajirs is from UP. They are also
termed UP Wala.

After 1947, Muhajirs settled in
Karachi and Hyderabad of the Sindh
province. For time immemorial, these
Muhajirs have been cast aside by the
three major parties, namely, the
Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP), the
Pakistan Muslim League (Nawaz),
and the Pakistan Tehreek Insaf Party
(PTI). The leaders of these parties do
not even go to their localities to seek
Muhajir votes during elections. Imran
Khan does not hesitate to brand the
Muttahida Qaumi Movement Party
(MQM) as the party of killers.
However, Imran Khan has never sym-
pathetically approached their issues.
The party leader, Altaf Hussain, who

fights for the Muhajirs, is called a
murderer. Altaf Hussain belongs to
Agra. Pakistan now openly describes
the partition of the country as a
wrongful incident.

Imran Khan, who calls himself a
scholar of history, does not even know
that the Muslims of Uttar Pradesh par-
ticipated enthusiastically in the move-
ment for a separate Islamic nation.
Now, Imran Khan is not even willing to
talk to the people of UP. That is the re-
ality of Imran Khan's personality. He is
ungrateful. The India, from which he
accepted several donations for fund-
ing the hospital named after his moth-
er, now curses day and night.
However, even in a closed society and
a staunchly Islamic country like
Pakistan, the MQM has retained its
secular characteristics. It can be con-
sidered a secular political party of
Pakistan. The most daunting com-
plaint of the Muhajirs has been that
their participation in Central
Government and Sindh Government
jobs is rapidly plummeting. When
compared, they account for around
two percent of the jobs in the central
government and seven-eight percent
in Sindh government jobs.

However, they constitute about 10
percent of the country's population
and a little over 22 percent of Sindh's
population. Muhajir is a poverty-
stricken and helpless section of
Pakistani society. They are also vic-
tims of illiteracy. Even after living in
Pakistan for many generations, their

conditions are deplorable. They are
doomed to live predominantly in the
Gujjar Nala, Orangi Town, Aligarh
Colony, Bihar Colony, and Surjani
areas of Karachi. The dreams with
which they went to Pakistan are shat-
tered and unfulfilled.

It is comical that Imran Khan has
not only dared to express his desire to
talk to our respected Prime Minister
but has also demanded it. He must re-
mind himself that once the discussion
starts, there will be no escape. Imran
Khan will have to answer some hard-
hitting questions like how their coun-
try evolved into a factory of terrorism
and explain why they keep support-
ing Khalistanis directly and indirectly.
Whenever they want, they can de-
bate live on TV, in the presence of the
leaders of Balochistan province of
their country who are not ready to
live with Pakistan. Imran Khan is un-
able to understand the spark of rebel-
lion that is raging in Balochistan
province. In Balochistan, the largest
province of Pakistan in terms of area,
the Balochistan Liberation Army
wants to separate its province from
Pakistan under any circumstances.
This organization had attacked the
Stock Exchange building in Karachi
some time back.

At that time, Imran Khan was
shamelessly claiming that India was
behind the terrorist incident in
Karachi. However, even before that,
the Balochistan Liberation Army had
taken responsibility for the Karachi
attack. They have now begun spread-
ing lies to the extent of deceit. Imran
Khan has even gone so far as to say
that India carried out the 2008
Mumbai attack. Although, he does
not clarify that if the Mumbai attack
was staged by India, then why is the
case hearing going on in Pakistan
against the accused? Will they even
tell who Ajmal Kasab was in any TV
debate? If Imran Khan doesn't pay
immediate attention to the insur-
gency of Balochistan, then it may be
wiped off the map of Pakistan. 

Khan couldn't stop from mention-

ing 'Kashmir' and that told him, he
wasn't going to Russia much less
have a TV debate with Modi. The
grapevine in Pakistan says Imran
Khan's wife Bushra calls the shots in
the Khan household and that she
rules the roost not just in the kitchen
but in every room in the PM-bunga-
low including the master-bedroom.
Now, though not confirmed, there are
snatches of conversation that says
Bushra has had enough of Imran!
Some of his close aides think differ-
ently. They blame rising inflation for
the recent defeat. Khan ushered in
2022 with a huge increase in gasoline
prices, the highest ever in the coun-
try's history. Common Pakistanis are
already being squeezed by rising
prices. Khan, for his part, claims that
Pakistan is one of the 'cheapest coun-
tries in the world', meaning, alleged-
ly, that the cost of living is low. In fact,
Pakistan is facing the highest rates of
inflation in South Asia. The Pakistani
rupee has broken all previous records
for depreciation against the US dollar.

That is why India advises Imran
Khan to prioritize his internal affairs
within his country. He must know that
government officials from other parts
of Pakistan are not ready to go to
Balochistan. Despite Balochistan
being a part of Pakistan, it is entirely
cut off. Keeping all this aside, Imran
Khan sometimes goes to Beijing and
Moscow. During his visit to Beijing, he
completely avoids opening his mouth
on the atrocities committed against
Muslims in China. The public of
Pakistan is suffering from inflation,
unemployment, and dogma. But they
are not ready to do a TV debate with
anyone to resolve these serious is-
sues. Have you ever seen or heard
Imran talking to the leaders of the mi-
norities of Pakistan. That is never the
case. Despite this blatant disregard
towards the welfare of Pakistan, he
dares to demand a debate with the
Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

((RRKK  SSiinnhhaa  iiss  aa  sseenniioorr  eeddiittoorr,,  
ccoolluummnniisstt,,  aanndd  ffoorrmmeerr  MMPP..))

Imran Khan acting ungrateful amid condition of ‘Muhajirs’

AArrvviinndd  VViirrmmaannii@@ddrraavviirrmmaannii
Countries that live by values, must
die by values. Our problem is more
bloody; Two hostile, nuclear
armed, autocratic, genocidal
countries, which have collaborat-
ed for 60 years to undermine our
national security, through hot
wars and grey wars!

RK SINHA
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BRIEF

CEO

Mumbai: Grounded
carrier Jet Airways
on Friday announced
the appointment of
Sanjiv Kapoor as the
chief executive officer.
His appointment to
the post comes days
after the airline
brought in former Sri
Lankan Airlines CEO
Vipula Gunatileka as
chief financial officer.

Ambassador

New Delhi: Parle
Agro on Friday said it
has signed actor Ram
Charan as a brand am-
bassador for its
mango juice brand
Frooti. Charan and
Alia Bhatt, who is al-
ready a brand ambas-
sador, will become the
face for Frooti with an
“action packed” sum-
mer of 2022.

Tea
Kolkata: Tea exports
during the 12 months
of 2021 declined mar-
ginally at 195.50 mil-
lion kilogramme from
209.72 million kg dur-
ing the previous simi-
lar period, according
to latest Tea Board
data. Value of tea ex-
ports almost re-
mained the same dur-
ing the last 12 months
which stood at Rs
5,246.89 crore, com-
pared to Rs 5,235.29
crore in the similar
corresponding 
period of 2020.

Fund

Mumbai: Ninjacart
on Friday said it has
launched a USD 25-mil-
lion agri seed fund to
support emerging and
new-age start-ups in
the agriculture sector.
CEO Thirukumaran
Nagarajan said We
have come a long 
way and we now 
wish to give back 
to the system.

Unveils
Chennai: Agri-com-
merce company
WayCool Foods has
unveiled artificial in-
telligence powered
‘Outgrow’ application
in six languages
aimed at enabling
small and medium
farmers to increase
their income using ar-
tificial intelligence
(AI), advanced analyt-
ics besides encourag-
ing natural farming,
the firm said on
Friday.

Invests
New Delhi: Online
B2B platform
Indiamart said it has
invested about Rs 17
crore in software-as-a-
service (SaaS) firm
Zimyo Consulting
Private Limited.
Indiamart founder
and CEO Dinesh
Agarwal said COVID-
19 has accelerated the
adoption of SaaS-
based HR manage-
ment solutions by new
age as well as tradi-
tional businesses.

New Delhi, Mar 04 (PTI):

Petrol and diesel prices,
which have been on a
freeze for the past four
months in view of assem-
bly elections in states like
Uttar Pradesh, need to be
increased by over Rs 12 per
litre by March 16 for fuel
retailers to break even.

International crude oil
prices shot above USD 120
a barrel for the first time
in nine years on Thursday
before retreating a little to
USD 111 on Friday, but the
gulf between cost and re-
tail rates has only
widened.

With international oil
prices - on which domestic
fuel retails are directly
benchmarked - spiking in
the last two months, state-
owned fuel retailers “need
a massive price hike of Rs
12.1 per litre on or before
March 16, 2022, just to
breakeven and a price
hike of Rs 15.1 is required”

after including margins
for oil firms, ICICI
Securities said in a report.

The basket of crude oil
India buys rose to USD
117.39 per barrel on March
3, the highest since 2012,
according to information
from the Petroleum
Planning and Analysis
Cell (PPAC) of the oil min-
istry. This compares to an
average of USD 81.5 per
barrel price of the Indian
basket of crude oil at the
time of freezing of petrol

and diesel prices in early
November last year.

“With state elections
getting over next week, we
expect daily fuel price
hikes to restart across
both gasoline and diesel,”
JP Morgan said in a re-
port. The seventh and final
phase of polling for the
Uttar Pradesh legislative
assembly is on March 7
and the counting of votes
is slated for March 10.
“Auto fuel net marketing
margin is minus Rs 4.92

per litre on March 3, 2022,
and Rs 1.61 in Q4 FY22-to-
date,” ICICI Securities
said. “However, net mar-
gin is likely to plummet to
minus Rs 10.1 per litre on
March 16 and minus Rs
12.6 on April 1 at latest in-
ternational auto fuel
prices.”

The brokerage said,
“steep price hikes are re-
quired as the strength in
gross refining margins
does not suffice for sharp
quarter-on-quarter fall in
net auto fuel marketing
margin”.

Oil prices have been on
the boil ever since Russia
put its forces on the
Ukraine border last
month. They spiked after
it invaded the central
Asian nation on fears that
oil and gas supplies from
energy giant Russia could
be disrupted, either by the
conflict in Ukraine or re-
taliatory western sanc-
tions.

Rs 12 hike in petrol, diesel
price needed to break-even Mumbai, Mar 04 (PTI):

Equity benchmark
Sensex tumbled 769
points on Friday, track-
ing a weak trend in glob-
al equities amid escalat-
ing tensions between
Russia and Ukraine.

Extending its decline
for the third straight ses-
sion, the 30-share BSE
index slumped 1,214.96
points to 53,887.72 during
the session after a weak
start. It finally finished
at 54,333.81, lower by
768.87 points or 1.40 per
cent.

Similarly, the broader
NSE Nifty slumped 252.70
points or 1.53 per cent to
close at 16,245.35.

“Global bourses are
witnessing a sharp sell-
off as reports of Russian
attack on Europe’s
biggest nuclear plant in
Ukraine kept tension lev-
els elevated. Rising oil
prices along with uncer-
tainties on supply chain
disruption have instilled
fears that inflation could

cross RBI’s tolerance
level, though temporari-
ly,” according to Vinod
Nair, Head of Research at
Geojit Financial
Services.

The domestic market,
however, trimmed its
losses as buying was wit-
nessed in IT and pharma
stocks.

Titan, Maruti Suzuki
India, Asian Paints,
Mahindra & Mahindra
and Hindustan Unilever
Limited were the biggest
drags on the Sensex, tum-
bling up to 5.05 per cent.

In contrast, ITC, Dr
Reddy’s Laboratories,
Tech Mahindra and

UltraTech Cement were
among the gainers.

Bourses in Hong Kong,
Shanghai and Tokyo set-
tled significantly lower.

Stock exchanges in the
US closed in the negative
zone in the overnight ses-
sion. Meanwhile, inter-
national oil benchmark
Brent crude rose 0.80 per
cent to USD 111.3 per bar-
rel.

Foreign institutional
investors continued their
selling spree in Indian
markets as they offloaded
shares worth Rs 6,644.65
crore on a net basis on
Thursday, according to
exchange data.

Sensex tanks 769 points,
Nifty slumps below 16,250

Mumbai, Mar 04 (PTI):

The rupee slumped 22
paise to close at 76.16 (pro-
visional) against the US
dollar on Friday as in-
vestors assessed the global
economic impact of the
Russia-Ukraine conflict
amid rising crude oil
prices. Persistent foreign
fund outflows and a weak
trend in domestic equities
too weighed on the local
unit, forex traders said.

At the interbank foreign
exchange market, the
rupee opened weak at 76.06
against the American dol-
lar and fell further during
the session as investors
moved away from riskier
assets. The domestic unit
oscillated between a high
of 75.99 and a low of 76.22
during the session. The
rupee finally settled at

76.16 against the dollar,
down 22 paise from the
previous close.
Meanwhile, the US dollar
index, which measures the
greenback’s strength
against the basket of six
currencies, fell 0.27 per
cent to 98.05. Bullion
prices rose on Friday.

Gold prices on Friday
rose by Rs 100 to Rs 51,870
per 10 grams in the futures
trade as speculators creat-
ed fresh positions on a
firm spot demand. On the
Multi Commodity
Exchange, gold contracts
for April delivery traded
higher by Rs 100 or 0.19 per
cent at Rs 51,870 per 10
grams in a business
turnover of 11,727 lots.

Fresh positions built up
by participants led to the
rise in gold prices, ana-
lysts said.

Rupee slumps 22 paise at 76.16
against USD, bullion rises

New Delhi, Mar 04 (PTI):

Services sector activi-
ties in India picked up
marginally in February
on the back of better de-
mand conditions and the
retreat of the coronavirus
pandemic but the rate of
expansion was the sec-
ond-slowest since last
July and subdued by his-
torical standards, accord-
ing to a monthly survey.

Reflecting a moderate
rate of expansion, the sea-
sonally adjusted IHS
Markit India Services
Business Activity Index
rose to 51.8 in February
from 51.5 in January.

“The upturn was attrib-
uted by panellists to
greater bookings, better
demand conditions and
the retreat of the pandem-

ic. That said, the latest in-
crease was subdued by
historical standards, with
some companies indicat-

ing that growth was
dampened by competitive
pressures, COVID-19 and
higher prices,” the survey
released on Friday said.

A Purchasing
Managers’ Index (PMI)
reading of more than 50
indicates expansion while
the level below 50 reflects
contraction.

“New business and
services activity expand-
ed only modestly, and at
the second-slowest rates
since last July. Looking at
the anecdotal evidence
supplied by survey partic-
ipants, inflationary pres-
sures, input shortages
and the local elections
dampened growth,”
Pollyanna De Lima,
Economics Associate
Director at IHS Markit,
said.

Services sector activities
expand modestly in Feb

Mumbai, Mar 04:

Welcome the summer
season with Amazon.in
‘Super Value Days’ with
45% off on grocery, house-
hold essentials, packaged
foods, personal care, and
baby and pet care products
among others. Super Value
Days will be live till March
07, 2022, with grocery deals
starting at ? 1 and free deliv-
ery for prime members.
Customers can avail great
prices and fresh offers from
popular brands including
Daawat, Himalaya,
Sunfeast, Dabur, Cadbury,
Kellogg, Mother Dairy
among others at convenient
delivery options from one
single online destination.
Customers can also avail
an instant discount of 10%
on Axis Bank Debit &
Credit Cards with a mini-

mum transaction of INR
2,500 upto Rs. 250 and flat Rs
200 back on a minimum
order of Rs 2000 from 4th-
7th March. Some of the of-
fers by participating sellers
supersaver offers are
Daawat Rozana Super, bas-
mati Rice, 5Kg at Rs 209. un-
feast Dark Fantasy
Sandwich at Rs 57, Cadbury
Chocolate Health Drink,
Bournvita (2Kg) Rs 646,
Mother Dairy Cow Ghee,
1L at Rs 420. Trust Classic
Sulphur Less Sugar, 5Kg at
Rs 230. Aashirvaad Select
Premium Sharbati Atta,
5Kg Rs 255. Kellogg’s
Muesli with 21% Fruit, Nut
& Seeds at Rs 390, Cadbury
Oreo Original Chocolatey
Sandwich Biscuit Family
Pack Rs  64, Tata Tea
Premium, 1500g Rs 499.
Quaker Oats Porridge
(2Kg) - Rs 306.

Amazon.in goes live with new
offers on ‘Super Value Days’

New Delhi, Mar 04 (PTI):

The country’s largest
two-wheeler maker Hero
MotoCorp on Friday said
it has lined up a USD 100-
million (around Rs 760
crore) global fund to nur-
ture over 10,000 entrepre-
neurs on ESG (environ-
mental, social and gover-
nance) solutions. The
auto major announced the
fund as it unveiled its new
identity ‘Vida’ for the
company’s emerging mo-
bility solutions, including
upcoming electric vehi-
cles (EVs). The fund will
aim to establish global
partnerships, spearhead-
ed by the BML Munjal

University (BMU) and
Hero MotoCorp, with the
objective of nurturing
more than 10,000 entrepre-
neurs on ESG solutions
that have a positive im-
pact on the planet. “Vida
means life, and the
brand’s sole purpose is to
create a positive impact

on the world and move us
all forward in meaningful
ways. We believe the
name is perfect for what
we are building for our
children and the next gen-
eration. “This is truly the
dawn of something spe-
cial. In only 17 weeks from
now, we will unveil our

Vida platform, products
and services to make the
world a better place,”
Hero MotoCorp
Chairman and CEO
Pawan Munjal said in a
statement.

With the creation of
‘Vida’, the company
would offer everyone the
opportunity to thrive,
grow and live better while
continuing to move the
way they want, he added.
“I will lead this initiative
from the front,” Munjal
noted. The company will
introduce emerging mo-
bility solutions under the
Vida brand including its
electric vehicle that will
be officially unveiled on
July 1, 2022, to coincide
with the birth anniver-
sary of Hero MotoCorp
Chairman Emeritus
Brijmohan Lall.

Hero MotoCorp unveils new brand identity for EVs

Hero MotoCorp Chairman and CEO Pawan Munjal 
unveils new brand identity in New Delhi on Friday.

 Lines up USD 
100-mn 
sustainability fund

Mumbai, Mar 04: 

Today counterfeiting is
a growing menace globally.
In hope of earning a quick
buck, small vendors start
selling fake replicas of
popular brands, such as
Zed Black, the flagship
brand of MP based
Mysore Deep Perfumery
House (MDPH), which is
amongst the biggest agar-
batti manufacturing com-
panies in the country.
Also, as more people mi-
grate online from the
brick-and-mortar retail
format in search of deals
the counterfeit market is
growing exponentially
through social media plat-
forms like Facebook &
Instagram also.

Zed Black (MDPH) is ag-
gressively pursuing its

Brand Protection activi-
ties and eliminating coun-
terfeiters and seems un-
stoppable. This week Zed
Black conducted two suc-
cessful raids in Nagpur
(Maharashtra), seizing
counterfeiting agarbat-
ti&dhoop products worth
crores of rupees. Earlier
this week, Court
Commissioner appointed
by District Court, Delhi
conducted raids against
counterfeit brands SH-
RIPHAL & SHRISAFAL
and now another raid was
executed by Nagpur Police
Department in Kondhali
region, when a FIR was
registered against accused
PawanTukaramMalve&M
anojTukaramMalve, who
have been manufacturing
& selling counterfeiting
agarbatti packs of Zed

Black 3-in1, Zed Black
Pineapple Agarbatti,
ManthanDhoop, Deep
Gulab and Deep Chandan
and more.

“Acting on tip off, we
have been assiduously
conducting raids to stop
the manufacturing and
sale of counterfeit Zed
Black products. The whole
stock comprising of huge
quantities of counterfeit-
ing incense sticks, labels &
pouches were seized by the
police and the shops and
manufacturing facility
have been sealed. The sim-
ilarity of logo/artwork/
design rang the alarm
bells for the raid to be con-
ducted”, shared Mr.
Pradeep Kala, Head -
Legal, Mysore Deep
Perfumery House (Zed
Black).

Zed Black continues nation-wide war 
against counterfeit agarbattis with more raids

New Delhi, Mar 04 (PTI):

Foreign capital flows
into the Indian real estate
jumped over three-fold to
USD 23.9 billion during
2017-21 period as com-
pared to the previous five
years, according to
Colliers-FICCI report.

In its report ‘Foreign in-
vestments in Indian real
estate turn a corner’, prop-
erty consultant Colliers
mentioned that the global
investors have shown an
increased inclination to-
wards investment in
Indian real estate buoyed
by regulatory reforms in-
troduced in 2016.

“Foreign investors, who
had previously refrained
from investing in the
Indian real estate market
due to the lack of trans-
parency, started investing
in the country with
greater optimism from
2017,” Colliers said.

According to the data, for-
eign investment in real es-
tate stood at USD 23.9 bil-
lion during 2017-21 period
as against USD 7.5 billion
during the 2012-2016 peri-
od. Total investments in
Indian real estate stood at
USD 49.4 billion during the
2012-2021 period, of which
64 per cent came from for-
eign investors. The share
of foreign investments in
Indian real estate has
grown to 82 per cent dur-
ing 2017-2021, compared to
37 per cent in the preced-
ing five-year period.

During 2017-21, the office
sector had 43 per cent
share in total foreign in-
vestments followed by
mixed-use sector account-
ing for 18 per cent.

The investments in the
industrial and logistics
sector stood at third posi-
tion, surpassing the resi-
dential sector. Foreign in-
vestors remained cautious
about the residential sec-
tor in the aftermath of the
NBFC crisis and subdued
residential sales, Colliers
said. The share of residen-
tial assets in total foreign

investments has reduced
to 11 per cent in 2017-2021,
from 37 per cent in a pre-
ceding five-year period.

Foreign investments in
the office sector have con-
sistently reached USD 2
billion in each year since
2017 except in 2021, where
the quantum of invest-
ments almost halved.

During 2017-21, alterna-
tive assets saw an inflow of
about USD 1 billion with a
majority of it coming dur-
ing the pandemic years.

“Government policy for
data localisation and infra-
structure status received
for data centres recently
are likely to give a boost to
the establishment of new
data centres in the coun-
try,” the consultant said.

The share of invest-
ments from the USA and
Canada together has been
more than 60 per cent in
foreign investments each
of the years since 2017.

Foreign investment in Indian real estate jumps 3-fold

New Delhi, Mar 04 (PTI):

Domestic steel makers
have hiked the prices of
hot-rolled coil (HRC) and
TMT bars by up to Rs 5,000
per tonne as supply chain
is being impacted amid on-
going Russia-Ukraine con-
flict. According to indus-
try sources, the prices
have been increased in the
past few days and are ex-
pected to go up further in
the coming weeks with the
crisis deepening between
the two countries.

After the price revision,
a tonne of HRC will cost
around Rs 66,000, while the
buyers will get TMT bars
for about Rs 65,000 per
tonne, the sources said on
Friday. “The war is im-
pacting the supply chain
at the international level
leading to an increase in
input cost. Coking coal is

trading at USD 500 per
tonne,” an industry execu-
tive said adding that it is a
rise of about 20 per cent
compared to the rates a
few weeks ago. India meets
85 per cent of its coking
coal, a key steel making
raw material, requirement
from imports. While
Australia remains the
main buying destination,
part of requirement is met

from countries like South
Africa, Canada and the
US. When asked about the
impact of the conflict on
domestic sectors including
steel, Tata Steel CEO and
MD T V Narendran said,
“Both Russia and Ukraine
are manufacturers and ex-
porters of steel in addition
to being suppliers of raw
materials including cok-
ing coal and natural gas.

Steel prices jump up to Rs 5,000 per tonne 
As supply chains hit due to Russia-Ukraine conflict



ACROSS
1. Tins
5. Whip
9. Tennis, e.g.
14. Roaring feline
15. British nobleman
16. Dispute
17. Deserving great respect
19. Narrates
20. Bookworm
21. Pitcher handle

23. Converge
24. Summed up
25. Snapshot taker
27. Shortly
29. Savory pastry (2 wds.)
33. Soreness
37. Bird’s home
39. Brushed leather
40. Made
42. Comprehensive
44. Bog
45. Behalf

47. Supplements
48. Overacted
50. Change direction
52. Unlock again
54. Happen
59. Highway vehicle
62. Conflict
63. Roof of the mouth
64. Martini garnish
66. Tenor Luciano ____
68. Bowling lane
69. Matured
70. Glimpsed
71. San Diego athlete
72. Gels
73. Proves human

DOWN
1. Nurse ____ Barton
2. Assisted
3. Roaming tribesman
4. Insulting
5. Apprehension
6. Hunting dog, for short
7. New ____, Louisiana
8. Shine
9. Rested
10. Too early
11. Eye suggestively
12. Dominate
13. Midterm, e.g.
18. Lipstick shades
22. Dem.’s foe
25. College women
26. Thorny bloom
28. ____ in a million

30. Summit
31. Inactive
32. Slippery creatures
33. Highest point
34. Study hard
35. Submarine sandwich
36. Water under the Brooklyn Bridge (2
wds.)
38. Keepsake
41. Biblical pronoun
43. Victory sign
46. Ordinary
49. ____ Jones Industrial Average
51. Shout
53. Daddies
55. Shut
56. Provide food
57. Speak
58. Bridle straps
59. TV “opera”
60. ____ Fitzgerald
61. Moderate
63. Flat cushions
65. Hurricane center
67. Dog doc
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Today, you will iron out any trouble
with ease. But you may choose to play
martyr and shoulder a bit of blame.
That’s quite a lot to do for others, even
if it is done out of compassion. You may
think you are setting standards for oth-
ers to follow, says Ganesha, but that
may not be the case.

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18
Needless rigidity only serves to imprison
you within outmoded walls of faulty rea-
soning. Inculcating some flexibility will
give you some much-needed wriggle room
to manoeuvre things your way for good,
says Ganesha.

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20
Today people will actually drag you into
altercations, so flash the peace sign if
you must. You may face some sort of
legal troubles from peace-loving groups.
Therefore, Ganesha advises you to medi-
tate, take a walk or just seek out the
company of your near and dear ones.

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20
Ganesha sees you in a very romantic mood
today. Your thoughts, tender and dreamy,
will keep drifting towards someone spe-
cial; someone of the opposite sex. Come
evening and you will, in all likelihood, be
sitting closely together, arm in arm, with
your spouse or your sweetheart. 

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

Today, you may decide to get a little more
conscious about your your health. Filled with
positive drive, you may even plan to join a
gymnasium or start taking a hard look at
your calorie intake. Don’t go overboard,
though! You don’t want to do it only today,
and forget it tomorrow - plan and execute in
a step-wise manner, so it doesn’t get a bit
too much.

Gemini: May 22 – June 21
There is something different about today. It
is unlike any other day. Just when you will
start believing that there is nothing great
about the day, it will spring a surprise. There
have been days where life has thrown car-
rots at you; then there have been days when
it has hurled brickbats. Today, you will be on
the receiving end of countless kisses.

Cancer: June 22 – July 22
Do not be surprised if you find yourself today
in a situation that somehow feels like a land-
mark moment in your life. Whether it is a per-
sonal matter or something related to work,
that you must wait to find out, you will need
all your grit and diplomacy to sail through.
Stay balanced! One thing assured is that your
social reputation shall receive a tremendous
boost today!

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23
The bulb of ideas will burn bright today. A
possible see-saw between your contractu-
al obligation and current duties may baffle
you. New contacts will stand you in good
stead. Blood will prove thicker, and family
and friends will consolidate their place in
your life.

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

Letting things build up inside you is never a
good idea. Learn from this as there is every
possibility that today might turn out to be
an aggravating and exasperating day for
you. You may feel that way due to all the
amassed emotions and resentments, so let
it all go.

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23
Investing in real estate could yield maxi-
mum profits today, says Ganesha. An
unusual gain from speculative trade is also
on the cards. But you may need to spend
time in the waiting room, before a more
profitable opportunity comes by. You may
just reinvent yourself to a happier self and
savour every moment of life, predicts
Ganesha.

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22
The winds of fortune will usher in your
dreams and make them come true. Be
careful not to go overboard with your
foresightedness, lest they be marked
delusions, warns Ganesha. You must
realise that the only thing permanent is
change, and hence, you must overcome
any disappointment with strong will and
determination.

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21
It may seem too far-fetched, but your
boss will bank on your brilliance and
unmatched abilities to get respite from
the existing problems, says Ganesha.
Moreover, much to the dismay of your
rivals, you will have your way and gain
popularity by winning the hearts of your
clients. 

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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S tar Bharat is always
ready to bring

something new and dif-
ferent to the audience
through its amazing
content. Rajan Shahi is
known to rule millions
of audience with his
heart touching content.
After giving numerous
hit shows like 'Mann Ki
Awaaz Pratigya 2', he is
returning with his next
big project 'Woh To Hai
Albela'. The cast list of
the show includes popu-
lar actor Shaheer
Sheikh along with other
notable names including
actor Anuj Sachdeva
who will be seen in the
role of Chiranjeev.

Actor Anuj Sachdeva,
excited about his return
to TV and his character,
says, “Even though I

have worked on every
platform, be it films, TV,
OTT but TV will always
be my first love. I am
very happy to work on
TV and this character of
mine. While shooting for
TV we become a like
family altogether, which
you meet every day on
TV. Over the years, my
fans have showered me
with their love and sup-
port by sending a lot of
messages and emails be-
cause they wanted to see
me again on the small
screen." 

To witness the re-
turn of Anuj Sachdev
on TV, watch Woh To
Hai Albela this March
14 every Monday to
Friday at 9 PM only on
Star Bharat.

Anuj Sachdeva
returns to TV 

T amil star Suriya
Sivakumar, who

arrived at Hyderabad
to promote his upcom-
ing movie 'ET', spoke
highly of Telugu
m e g a s t a r
Chiranjeevi, at the
pre-release event.
Suriya stated that he
had taken inspiration
to start an NGO, as he
got motivated by
Chiranjeevi's blood
bank. The 'Ghajini'
actor is one of the
finest actors in the
country and has
earned a massive fol-
lowing among the
South folks. He has
been a part of philan-
thropic activities
across Tamil Nadu,
through his 'Agaram
Foundation'. At his
movie event in
Hyderabad, Suriya as-
serted, "If Chiranjeevi
Sir, can make a differ-
ence, I can contribute
at least 1-2 per cent of
what he has been
doing." Talking about
his philanthropy,
Suriya said: "I am glad
to mention that we
have collectively man-
aged to educate 5,000
students via our foun-
dation." On the work
front, Suriya is gear-
ing up for the big re-
lease of his upcoming
film 'Etharkkum
Thuninthavan', which
is dubbed as 'ET' in
Telugu.

Helmed by Pandiraj,
' E t h a r k k u m
Thuninthavan' will
be released on
March 11.

Suriya calls
Chiranjeevi 
his forever
inspiration 

S hruti Haasan,
who is fast re-

covering from Covid,
says that she is
happy and grateful
for all the love that's
being showered with
by her friends.

Taking to
Instagram, Shruti
wrote, "Happy and
grateful while I heal
!! I'm a few cups of
medicinal tea away
from being A ok … I
hope !

"This Covid fatigue
is properly real.
Vitamins, water, good
thoughts and a dose
of being that b will
get you through any-

thing it seems.
"Checking in to say
'Thank you' for all
your love and I'm
sending you mine.
My friends have been
beyond wonderful
showing me that we
truly choose friends
as family -- so much
yummy khaana and
love and pampering.

"p.s - I didn't realise
my hair is so frizzy ..
Also what should I
expect post Covid ?
Dos and don'ts??
Lemme know."

The actress, on
Sunday, announced
that she had tested
positive for Covid.

Happy and grateful 
while I heal: Shruti Haasan

recovering from Covid 

A ctress and TV host
Sunny Leone, who

is coming up with her
new web series 'Anamika'
directed by Vikram
Bhatt, says that the show
presents "Sunny Leone
2.0" to the audience. Even
though she made her
debut in Bollywood with
the film 'Jism 2' and went
on to appear in films like
'Ek Paheli Leela',
'Mastizaade', 'One Night
Stand' according to
Sunny, the new web se-
ries has given her the
chance to prove her act-
ing skill as well as tap-
ping into her favorite
genre of action-drama.
Sunny shared, "This is a
very special show for me
and I am really emotion-
ally attached to
'Anamika'. As an audi-
ence I love watching ac-
tion-drama shows and
this web series has given
me a chance to do both.
Even though personally I
am not like Anamika at
all, doing those action se-
quences was quite excit-
ing. This show is like the
2.0 version of myself."
While most of the time
her screen presence and
glamour has been cele-
brated, even in those TV
shows that she has hosted
including 'MTV
Splitsvilla', working on a
web series like 'Anamika'
was a very different expe-
rience. "One of the rea-
sons why I got so excited
about the show was
Vikram sir. I am not a
trained actress but
Vikram sir has really
nurtured me as an ac-
tress. Anamika is a char-
acter that sir has visu-
alised and from body lan-
guage, expression to how
to create a character from
script to screen, sir has
taught me everything.
Earlier I was little trained

in action but during the
workshop for this show, I
learned how to imbibe
things into my body lan-
guage," said Sunny. She
further added, "The fight-
ing was the combination
of different martial art
forms, as well as street
fights, karate etc. How to

mix these forms to build
the body language of a
character was a huge
learning for me." The
show 'Anamika', also fea-
turing - Samir Soni,
Sonnalli Seygall, Rahul
Dev, Shehzad Shaikh,
Ayaz Khan - releases on
MX Player on March 10.

Sunny Leone: I’m emotionally
attached to ‘Anamika’ 

SS ony Entertainment
Television’s ‘Jagannath

Aur Purvi Ki ‘Dosti Anokhi’
has left the viewers
intrigued with its heart-
warming storyline that
makes you look at relation-
ships with a fresh perspec-
tive. The slice of life drama
revolves around an elderly
gentleman, Jaganath Mishra
finding his lost sense of life’s
purpose through a young
stranger- turned- f r iend
Purvi. The on-going track
showcases how Purvi is
grateful to Jagannath and
Kusum for taking a stand for
her in front of her parents.
She starts helping them out
with daily house chores but
lands up messing it up.
Looking at the situation,
Jagannath gets worried
wondering what to do with
this girl. In the upcoming
track, viewers will witness
how Jagannath Mishra gets
insulted by an employee at
the pension office. This inci-
dent takes a toll on him leav-
ing him disheartened.
Looking at his situation,

Purvi feels bad for the way
he was treated just because
he is a senior citizen and
decides to take matters in
her hand.

Veteran Actor Rajendra
Gupta who essays the cen-
tral character of ‘Jagannath
Mishra’ is known for his ver-
satility and the effortless
aura that he exudes on
screen. Apparently, the
actor believes that, much
like the essence of the show,
true friendships and connec-
tions transcends gender and
age.

Elaborating more on the
same, actor Rajendra Gupta
shares, “Sometimes our
greatest friends are those
we don’t expect. The people
who slip into our lives barely
making a ripple at first how-
ever a connection is felt and
a bond is built and before
you know it, they become
the entire current to our
ocean." 
TTuunnee  iinnttoo  JJaaggaannnnaatthh  aauurr
PPuurrvvii  KKii  DDoossttii  AAnnookkhhii  aatt  99::3300
PP..MM..  eevveerryy  MMoonnddaayy  ttoo
FFrriiddaayy  oonnllyy  oonn  SSoonnyy  TTVV!!

‘True connections
transcends 

gender and age’
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ANUSHKA JOINS KOHLI ON HIS SPECIAL DAY

 Mohali: Virat Kohli was joined by wife Anushka
Sharma as the star India batter was felicitated for
reaching the milestone of 100 Test matches in
Mohali on Friday. Kohli was presented with a spe-
cial cap by Head Coach Rahul Dravid ahead of the
start of Day 1 of the first Test against Sri Lanka.
‘My wife is here with me, my brother is there in the
stands. It’s a team game and the journey wouldn’t
have been possible without you guys. Thanks to
BCCI too. I couldn’t have received it from a better
person, my childhood hero (Dravid). I still have that
picture with you from my U-15 days,’ said Kohli. ‘In
present day cricket, with the amount we play with
three formats and an IPL, the one takeaway the
next generation can take from me is that I played
100 games in the purest format,’ he added.

Ton-up Sarfaraz put Mumbai in control
against Odisha
 Ahmedabad: Young batter Sarfaraz Khan contin-

ued his purple patch, slamming an unbeaten centu-
ry to put Mumbai in the driver’s seat in their Ranji
Trophy elite group D match against Odisha here on
Friday. Sarfaraz smashed 11 fours and a six in his
117-ball 107 not out and he was ably supported by
Armaan Jaffer (77 not out) and opener Prithvi
Shaw (53 off 64 balls) at the top as Mumbai reached
259 for 3 after dismissing Odisha for 284 on the sec-
ond day. Sarfarz and Jaffer were at the crease at the
draw of stumps with table toppers Mumbai, who
need an outright win to stay in contention for the
knockouts, just 25 runs behind Odisha’s first in-
nings total. Resuming at 250 for 6, Odisha could add
just 34 runs as the experienced Dhawal Kulkarni
(2/42) and in-form Shams Mulani (2/53) picked up
two wickets each, while Mohit Avasthi added an-
other one to the two he had taken on day one at
Narendra Modi Stadium B Ground.

Khare, Singh hit tons as Chhattisgarh
in firm control against Delhi

 Guwahati: Amandeep Khare and Shashank Singh
struck fine centuries to dash Delhi’s slim quarterfi-
nal hopes as Chhattisgarh posted a mammoth 482
for nine declared in their first innings on the sec-
ond day of their Ranji Trophy elite group H match
here on Friday. Coming into the contest, Delhi were
all but out of the quarterfinal race, languishing at
the last spot in the four-team group H with just one
point from two games. To have any slim chances in
theory, Delhi needed seven points (including a
bonus point) from the ongoing tie, but overnight
unbeaten batters Khare and Singh batted Delhi out
of that equation.

Athletes force a change in ban of
Russians at Paralympics

 Beijing: The 2022 Winter Paralympics open Friday
in Beijing, with the Russian athletes sent home and
the Ukrainian team escaping a war zone to get here.
“It’s a miracle that we have made it to the
Paralympics,” the head of the Ukrainian delega-
tion, Valerii Sushkevych, told a news conference on
the eve of the Games. Russia’s invasion of Ukraine,
shortly after the Winter Olympics wrapped up in
Beijing, is roiling the world. And the world of
sports is no exception. Paralympics organizers ini-
tially announced that Russians and Belarusians
would be allowed to compete in Beijing, but re-
versed course one day before the opening and ex-
pelled athletes from both countries. They cited ten-
sions in the Athletes Village.

Pant’s 96 lifts India to 357/6 at close
Mohali, Mar 04 (PTI):

Indian cricket’s rapidly-
rising box-office draw
Rishabh Pant owned the
centre-stage in Virat
Kohli’s landmark 100th
Test, hammering Sri
Lankan bowlers into sub-
mission with an en-
thralling 96 as the hosts
reached a commanding
357 for 6 on the opening
day of the first Test here.

The 5000 odd spectators,
who had come to watch
Kohli perform on a grand
stage, saw one of the most
flamboyant batters in re-
cent history make a mock-
ery of an average Sri
Lankan attack.

He was especially bru-
tal when it came to going
after left-arm spinner
Lasith Embuldeniya (28-2-
107-2), who was taken for
22 in one over.

The deathly silence
after Kohli’s shock exit for
a well-made 45 was there
for barely a second and
half. Because at that point
entered the stockily built
24-year-old from India’s
engineering city of
Rourkee and that was fol-
lowed by a deafening roar
which showed his popu-
larity. On Kohli’s day, he
had completely over-shad-
owed the legend.

And those who came for
Kohli, decided to stay
back and savour Pant’s
mayhem as he started
with a signature lofted six
off Embuldeniya over
mid-wicket fence.

Embuldeniya, who
must have felt embold-
ened when he got one to
turn a shade away and
tickle Kohli’s off-stump,
didn’t know what hit him.

In just over one and half
session, Pant nearly
reached his fourth hun-
dred in Test cricket before
veteran Suranga Lakmal

(1/63), in his last interna-
tional series, breached his
defence.

There were nine fours
and four sixes in his 97-
ball knock and one could-
n’t but feel for the young
man who looked com-
pletely devastated after
another near-miss, the
fifth time that he has got-
ten out in the 90s.

Vihari made good use of
his chance in place of vet-
eran Cheteshwar Pujara
and looked in control dur-
ing his stand with Kohli

before he inside edged
Vishwa Fernando’s deliv-
ery onto the stumps.

It was a perfect setting
to score a second Test
hundred but Vihari let it
slip and became
Fernando’s only scalp of
the day.

A total of 170 for 3 is a
neither here nor there
and a lot of batters will be
caught in two minds —
whether to defend or to at-
tack.

But not Pant. With him,
there are no half meas-

ures and if any critic had
an iota of difficulty in un-
derstanding why Dravid
had a hard conversation
with Wriddhiman Saha
regarding his future,
Friday’s matinee show
should help in dispelling
all doubts.

The Indian team needs
players, who can move the
game in tricky situations
and among the post Kohli-
Rohit generation, Pant is
an assured match-winner,
who can open the game in
a session.

Mohali: Virat Kohli had "but-
terflies" in his stomach and
"felt nervous" like a debutant
when he walked out to bat in
his 100th Test but he is not
bothered by lack of hundreds
as he feels he is batting well.
Kohli scored 45 and looked
set before being bowled by
Lasith Embuldeniya on the
opening day of India's first
Test against Sri Lanka here
on Friday. "I am preparing as
I have always prepared. As
long as I am batting well, I
am not bothered. We are
somehow crazy about mile-
stones and materialistic
achievements," Kohli told
mediapersons when asked if
he wants to revisit his
process since big runs have
dried up. "It felt like I am
making my debut. Had but-
terflies in my stomach, did
feel very nervous," he said.
However, he admitted that
he needs to convert his
starts. "Obviously disap-
pointed as I got a good start.
I was batting well. You obvi-
ously feel disappointed as a
batsman.  Endeavour is
always to make sure to play
a big innings for the team
and put the team in a strong
position," he said.

Not bothered
about scores: Kohli

New Delhi, Mar 04 (PTI):

Yuki Bhambri returned
to Davis Cup action with a
commanding win while
Ramkumar Ramanathan
did not even need his ‘A
game’ to emerge victorious
as India grabbed a 2-0 lead
in the World Group I Play-
off tie against Denmark,
here on Friday.

Taking full advantage of
the Danish player’s discom-
fort on the low bounce grass
court, Ramkumar cruised
to a 6-3 6-2 win over
Christian Siggsgaard,
ranked as low as 824, in the
opening singles of the tie at
Delhi Gymkhana Club.

There was hardly any
fight in the match, that last-
ed just 59 minutes, as

Christian made it easy for
the 170th-ranked Indian
with his unending unforced
errors. Yuki, playing Davis
Cup for the first time since
2017, doubled India’s lead
with a 6-4 6-4 win in the sec-
ond singles against Mikael
Torpegaard, who, though
served and stroked confi-
dently to keep the Indian
camp on edge. It was clear
that India’s strategy to host
Denmark on grass courts
worked well as tackling the
low bounce indeed troubled
the visitors. Rohan
Bopanna and Divij Sharan
will now strive to seal the tie
for India on Saturday when
they take court for the dou-
bles match against Frederik
Nielsen and Johannes
Ingildsen.

Davis Cup: Yuki,
Ramkumar give

India 2-0 lead

Mount Maunganui, Mar 04 (PTI):

Deandra Dottin com-
plemented Hayley
Matthews’ whirlwind
century with an immacu-
late last over as West
Indies notched up a stun-
ning three-run victory
over the fancied New
Zealand in the Women’s
ODI World Cup opener at
the Bay Oval here on
Friday.

Hayley smashed a 128-
ball 119 (16x4, 1x6) but the
rest of their batters failed
to convert their starts as
West Indies set up a 260-
run target after the White
Ferns skipper Sophie
Devine opted to field.

In reply, the 2000 cham-
pions rode on Devine’s
chancy 108 to overcome a
shaky start but only to
choke in the final over.

Needing six runs in the
final over, New Zealand
lost three wickets in four
balls to get all out for 256
in 49.5 overs with pace
bowling allrounder
Dottin returning with
splendid figures of 0.5-0-2-
2.

Having survived some
anxious moments both in
the form of a run-out and
a couple of missed catch-
es, Devine completed her
sixth ODI century but
could not take her team
over the line.

Chinelle Henry took a
spectacular return catch
to dismiss the White
Ferns captain in the 45th
over, something that re-
vived the Windies hopes
before the veteran all-
rounder Dottin sealed the
issue.

Asked to defend six
runs in the last over with
New Zealand having
three wickets intact,
Dottin claimed two wick-
ets in three balls, before
the 17-year-old Fran
Jonas was run out in the
fifth ball to concede the
Windies a thrilling win.

Windies turned the
match around after
Henry took a juggling re-
turn catch to dismiss the
centurion Devine.

The win would have
come easy but the West
Indies were sloppy on the
field as they leaked runs
in plenty and dropped a
slew of catches.

Devine was dropped
twice, once on 37 and
then on 74, as the skipper
also survived after West
Indies did not review a
close lbw call from the
bowling of Aaliyah
Alleyne.

Devine’s knock meant
the hosts were comfort-
ably placed with 39 runs
needed from 30 balls with
Katey Martin taking on
the charge with a 47-ball
44.

Katey smashed back-to-
back fours off Henry in
the penultimate over to
make it a simple equation
of six runs off six deliver-
ies.

Under pressure, the
Windies decided to give
the task to Dottin after
much discussions in the
middle as the veteran
pacer trapped Katey in
her second delivery with
a perfect yorker.

Women’s World Cup
Windies upset NZ in opener

Hayley Matthews’ centu-
ry helped West Indies go
past 250.

Chhattisgarh batsman Shashank Singh celebrate
his century with team mate Amandeep Khara on
the 2nd day of the Ranji Trophy cricket match be-
tween Delhi and Chatisgarh, at ACA Stadium in
Guwahati, Friday.

Imam’s 1st Test century takes
Pakistan to 245-1 vs Australia

Rawalpindi, Mar 04 (AP):

Opener Imam-ul-Haq hit
a memorable first Test
century on Friday and led
Pakistan to a commanding
245-1 in its first home test
against Australia in 24
years.

The left-hander closed
out the opening day of the
first test on 132 not out on
a typically slow and grass-
less subcontinent wicket.
Veteran Azhar Ali is also
looking solid on 64 not out.

Australia might have
missed a trick by opting to
go with its three frontline
fast bowlers, who hardly
troubled the batters with
both the new and old ball.
Australia even used its
three part-time spinners
Marnus Labuschagne,
Travis Head and Steve
Smith without any re-
ward.

Imam and Azhar denied
Australia any hope of a
breakthrough with the
new ball in the 10 overs be-
fore stumps and stretched
their second-wicket part-
nership to 140.

The lone Australian spe-
cialist spinner, Nathan
Lyon (1-87), got the only
success of the day for the
visitors when he dis-
missed Abdullah Shafique
for 44 just before lunch,
but not before a 105-run
opening wicket stand with
Imam.

Azhar and Imam then
frustrated Australia for
the entire two sessions by
piling up another century
stand.

Imam, playing in his

12th test but first in 27
months, showed grit
throughout the day
against fast bowlers and
spinners after captain
Babar Azam won the toss
and elected to bat.

Fast bowlers Mitchell
Starc, Josh Hazlewood and
skipper Pat Cummins
hardly troubled Pakistan's
top order in their short
spells as they bowled 45

overs between them.
Lyon earlier extracted

brief turn off the wicket
with the new ball but both
openers dominated the
spinner by using their feet
and raised a century
stand.

Lyon was ineffective
until he claimed Shafique
in the penultimate over be-
fore lunch. Shafique got
beaten in the flight and

tried to heave the offspin-
ner over long off. He was
brilliantly caught by a
running Cummins.

Imam, who last played a
test match against
Australia at Adelaide in
December 2019, survived a
close call for lbw in Starc's
third over as the visitors
went for an unsuccessful
television review and the
replays suggested the ball
would have went over the
stumps.

Imam raised his century
in the last session when he
drove Starc through the
covers for his 13th bound-
ary beside hitting two
straight sixes against
Lyon.

Shafique also had a
close call but Head
dropped a difficult chance
at leg slip in Lyon's second
over, a ball after the spin-
ner was smacked for a
straight six.

Imam had earlier raised
his half century by pulling
Cummins to square leg
boundary for a four and
overtook his batting part-
ner once Australia briefly
applied the offspin of
Head and Lyon.

It's the first time
Australia has played a
test match in Pakistan
since 1998 due to con-
cerns over security from
several attacks in
Pakistan. It's a three-
match test series.

Australian players wore
black armbands as a trib-
ute to Australia's former
wicketkeeper great Rod
Marsh, who died on
Friday at age 74.

Abo grabs 6/32; Arunachal on top vs Bihar
KKoollkkaattaa,,  MMaarr  44  ((PPTTII))::  Nabam Abo rattled Bihar with his figures of
6/32 to put Arunachal Pradesh on top on the second day of their
Ranji Trophy Plate group match here on Friday. Resuming the day
on 76/6, Bihar managed to add just 33 runs to their overnight
total before being bundled out for 109. Sakibul Gani, who scored
a record 341 on his Ranji debut a few days back, was Bihar's top
scorer with 38 runs as they failed to get going with Abo giving
regular breakthroughs. Manvan Patel and Techi Neri claimed two
wickets each as Arunachal took a 87-run first innings lead.
Arunachal Pradesh in their second essay were 210/7 with Rajesh
Bishnoi remaining unbeaten on 70. Teshi Tiku also made a fine 47
as the duo put on a solid 108-run stand for the sixth wicket.



Mirzapur (UP), Mar 4 (PTI):

Stating that the entire
world is passing through a
delicate period now, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
Friday asserted no matter
how deep the crisis is
India's response is even
bigger. Addressing an elec-
tion rally here, the PM also
said that thousands of stu-
dents have been brought
back from Ukraine safely
under the ongoing
Operation Ganga, and
those still there are being
evacuated.

"The entire world now is
passing through a 'najuk
daur' (delicate period) of
this century. Many coun-
tries are today affected by

the pandemic, unrest and
uncertainty. But you must
have seen however deep the
crisis is India's attempts (to
address them) are even big-
ger and firm," he said. "We

have brought back thou-
sands of students from
Ukraine under Operation
Ganga safely," the PM said,
adding special flights are
being operated for those

still stuck there. Any cam-
paign associated with
mother Ganga is bound to
succeed, he added.

"During the coronavirus
period, India brought
every single citizen stuck
abroad by running
Operation Vande Bharat.
Operation Devi Shakti
was carried out in
Afghanistan. Now, India is
engaged in saving every
citizen and student in
Ukraine," he added.
Targeting the Opposition,
the PM said the voters of
Uttar Pradesh need to de-
feat "'pariwarwadi' (dy-
nasts) and 'Mafiawadi'
(those who support the
mafia elements) and bring
the BJP government.

Entire world passing through 
a delicate period now: PM

HC refuses to issue notice on plea to direct govt
to publish health warning on liquor bottles

New Delhi, Mar 04 (PTI): 

The Delhi High Court
Friday refused to issued
notice, as of now, on a plea
seeking direction to the
government to publish
'health warning' on liquor
bottles and packages, sim-
ilar to the warning sign
used on cigarette packets,
and observed that the peti-
tioner has been filing so
many pleas on a daily
basis.

A bench of Chief
Justice D N Patel and
Justice Neena Bansal
Krishna adjourned the
matter for July 4, saying
all his petitions should be
accumulated and there-
after, the court will see

what has to be done.
The high court was

hearing the plea filed by
petitioner and lawyer
Ashwini Kumar
Upadhyay, who also
sought a direction to the
Delhi government to pro-
hibit or control the pro-
duction, distribution and
consumption of intoxicat-
ing drinks and drugs
which are injurious to
health, in order to secure
right to health, guaran-
teed under Article 21 of
the Constitution.

We are not issuing no-
tice. Counsel for other
side, keep accumulating
all the petitions filed by
him (Upadhyay), we will
see what is to be done on

the next date on July 4.
How many petitions you
have got ready, typed, in
your drawer and in print-
ing etc. Daily you are fil-
ing petitions. You people
are daily filing PILs, do
you have anything else,
the bench said.

On the petition, the high
court remarked where is
the question of warning
on liquor bottle? There is
no question.

The petition sought to
direct the authorities to
advertise 'Health and
Environment Hazard' of
intoxicating drinks
through electronic, print
and social media in order
to secure citizen's right to
know, right to information

and right to health, guar-
anteed under Article 21.

It also sought to direct
the government to carry
out Health Impact
Assessment and
Environment Impact
Assessment of produc-
tion, distribution and con-
sumption of intoxicating
drinks and drugs.

Alleging that the state
government has made
Delhi as liquor capital of
India in last seven years,
the petitioner said Delhi
has a total of 280 munici-
pal wards and until 2015,
there were only 250 liquor
shops, that is, on an aver-
age, one liquor shop in
every ward and 30 wards
without liquor shop.
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Union Jal Shakti Minister Gajendra Singh Shekhawat with Andhra Pradesh Chief
Minister YS Jagan Mohan Reddy visit Polavaram project and resettlement colonies
at Indukuru Colony, in East Godavari district, Friday.

POLAVARAM VISIT

Indian Air Force (IAF) organises a fire power demonstration during a full dress 
rehearsal of the exercise Vayu Shakti 2022, at the Air Force firing range at Pokhran,
in Jaisalmer, Friday.

FULL DRESS REHEARSAL
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IIT Kharagpur mulls
offline classes

Kolkata, Mar 04 (PTI):
With the improvement
in the overall COVID-19
situation, IIT Kharagpur
authorities are planning
to start offline classes
but the dates for that will
be decided only after all
the students are back in
the campus, Registrar
Tamal Nath said on
Friday.

Around 7,000 students,
approximately half of
their total number, are
already in the hostels
and the labs are open.

Offline classes can
begin again only after all
the students are present.
We have approximately
around 15,000 students
and their parents have
been informed, he said.

No timeframe to start
offline classes has been
decided yet and it will
depend on the arrival of
all students.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi ineracts with a child amongst 
supporters during a roadshow for the seventh and last phase 
of UP Assembly elections, in Varanasi district, Friday.

Indian-origin woman jailed for
cheating Singapore insurance agent

Singapore, Mar 0 (PTI): 

An Indian-origin woman
was sentenced to 20 months
and two weeks' jail on
Friday for cheating an eld-
erly insurance agent of
113,400 Singapore Dollars,
the Channel News Asia re-
ported. Devaki Gopal
Muthu's 38-year-old son,
Rajeshvran Veerappan,
who conspired in the cheat-
ing case in 2016 by pretend-
ing to be the Chief Justice
or a senior judge, had previ-
ously been sentenced to 20
months in jail.

The court heard that 62-
year-old Muthu got to
know the 71-year-old man,
an insurance agent,
through her then-
boyfriend. Her boyfriend
was the man's customer
and had bought an insur-
ance plan from him. From
November 2016 to May

2017, mother and son sent
text messages to the man
and called him to say they
needed money to pay for
expenses relating to legal
proceedings they were in-
volved in.

They promised to pay
the money back to him
once the legal proceedings
were over, although they
intended no such thing. On
numerous occasions,
Muthu's son also called the
agent pretending to be
prominent members of the
judiciary, such as Chief
Justice Sundaresh Menon
and then-Principal District
Judge Bala Reddy, accord-
ing to the channel report.

He did so in order to in-
duce the man to transfer
money to him or his moth-
er. Muthu would also call
the man, pretending to be a
court secretary named
Sara Goh, asking for

money transfers. If the
man was reluctant, the duo
would tell him that he
would get into trouble with
the courts.

On 38 occasions over sev-
eral months, the man
transferred a total of
SGD113,400 into bank ac-
counts belonging to Devaki
or her son. The man, who
has not been repaid, bor-
rowed from friends and
banks to make the trans-
fers and struggled to make
repayments.

As a result, he became
devastated and expressed
suicidal thoughts, especial-
ly when it began affecting
his relationships with his
family members, the prose-
cutor said. His brother now
refuses to speak to him and
he can no longer visit his
ageing mother who lives
with his brother.

Court documents did not

indicate how the offences
came to light. The prosecu-
tor on Friday asked for be-
tween 20 and 22 months'
jail for Muthu, saying she
had inordinately delayed
court proceedings and
wasted the court's time.

A plead guilty hearing
was set many times and the
case even went to trial at
one point, but Muthu
claimed to have COVID-19
on the day of the trial. "I
don't think that is true,"
said the prosecutor. "Of
course, she recently did
catch COVID."

She stressed that Muthu
has caused an inordinate
delay by "vacillating" be-
tween which position to
take regarding her plea.
"Even her son has pleaded
guilty, and his sentence
served, and I think he's
been charged with new of-
fences," said the prosecutor.

‘Process for framing 
guidelines to handle
complaints against

CVC initiated’
New Delhi, Mar 04 (PTI):
The process for framing
guidelines to handle com-
plaints against Central
Vigilance Commissioner
(CVC) and Vigilance
Commissioner has been
initiated, the Department
of Personnel and Training
has said in reply to an RTI
query. Presently, no guide-
lines to handle complaints
of corruption and other
misconduct against CVC
and Vigilance
Commissioner are in
place, it said.

"Process for framing
guidelines to handle griev-
ances/complaints against
Chief Vigilance
Commissioner/ Vigilance
Commissioner has been
initiated by DoPT," the RTI
reply said. Further, the
DoPT is in receipt of a
total of four grievances
against the former Central
Vigilance Commissioner,
it said responding to the
RTI application filed by
this PTI journalist.

NIA files charge sheet 
against 5 Khalistani terrorists 

in arms dropping case 
Chandigarh, Mar 04 (PTI): 

The NIA on Friday filed
a charge sheet in a special
court here against five
Khalistani terrorists, in-
cluding the chief of pro-
scribed International Sikh
Youth Federation, in a case
related to smuggling of
arms, explosives and nar-
cotics via drones from
Pakistan, an official said.

A spokesperson of the
National Investigation
Agency said the charge
sheet was filed against
ISYF chief Lakhbir Singh
Rode alias "Baba" of Moga
(Punjab), who is hiding in
Pakistan, and his four ar-
rested associates- Harmesh

Singh alias "Kali" of Kilche
village of Ferozpur,
Darvesh Singh alias
"Shinda" of Bainke Wale
Jhugge, Gurmukh Singh of
New Hardayal Nagar in
Jalandhar and Gagandeep
Singh of Guru Nanakpura,
Phagwara-Kapurthala.
The NIA said the case was
initially registered at
Mamdot police station in
Ferozepur on August 25,
2021, and later re-regis-
tered by the agency on
November 6, 2021, under
various sections of Arms
Act, Narcotic Drugs and
Psychotropic Substances
Act, Explosives Act and
Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act.



Celebratory firing
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: The Delhi
Police arrested a total of
17 people in nine cases of
celebratory gunfire in the
national capital in 2020
and 2021, officials said on
Friday. Special
Commissioner of Police
(Licensing and Legal
Division) Sanjay Singh,
who took to Twitter to
share the details, also
suggested the people to
use firearms responsibly.
“Celebratory gunfire so
as to endanger human
life or personal safety of
others is an offence
under #ArmsAct.

CRPF killed
BBaassttii  ((UUPP)):: Three CRPF
personnel were killed and
one was seriously injured
in a road accident here,
when they were on their
way to join duties at
polling booths ahead of
the last phase of the
Uttar Pradesh assembly
elections, police said on
Friday. The accident took
place on Thursday night
on the National Highway-
28 near Khajhaula police
outpost, they said. The
CRPF personnel were
travelling in an SUV to
join duties at polling sta-
tions on March 7, when
the seventh phase of the
election will be held . 

Bulli Bai app 
MMuummbbaaii::  A sessions court
here on Friday denied bail
to accused Shweta Singh
in the Bulli Bai app case.
The Bulli Bai app had
made the details of sev-
eral Muslim women pub-
lic in a bid to malign
them by allowing users to
take part in their “auc-
tion”. This was the sec-
ond attempt by Singh to
seek bail, the earlier plea
being rejected by a mag-
istrate court. Singh’s bail
plea was rejected by
Additional Sessions Judge
S J Gharat, though a
detailed order was not
made available as yet.

University shifts 
GGuurruuggrraamm:: Come next
academic year, Gurugram
University will operate in
two shifts for the conven-
ience of the students, offi-
cials said. Also, courses on
Artificial Intelligence, e-
technology and healthcare
will be launched to keep
the students in sync with
market requirements, they
said. This is the first-of-its-
kind initiative for a gov-
ernment institute in the
district. Currently, classes
at Gurugram University
are conducted from 9 am
to 5 pm. From the next
academic session, the var-
sity will be open for stu-
dents from 8 am to late
evening, vice chancellor
Dinesh Kumar said.
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Mumbai, Mar 04 (PTI):

Two Air India Express
flights on Friday brought
369 Indian nationals who
were stranded in war-hit
Ukraine to Mumbai from
Romania’s capital
Bucharest and the
Hungarian capital
Budapest, the airline’s
spokesperson said.

So far, a total of 951
Indians stuck in Ukraine,
most of them students,
have landed in Mumbai by
five evacuation flights op-
erated by Air India and its
subsidiary Air India
Express since February 26.

Thousands of Indians
got stuck in Ukraine after
Russia invaded the coun-
try.

An Air India Express
flight from Budapest with
184 Indian evacuees land-
ed at the Chhatrapati
Shivaji Maharaj
International Airport here
at 12.20 pm.

Earlier in the day, Air
India Express flight from
Bucharest IX 1204 with 185
evacuees arrived at 2.13

am at the city airport
where Union minister
Raosaheb Danve wel-
comed the passengers.

He assured them that
the evacuation operation
will continue till all those
stranded in Ukraine are
brought back.

Ukraine’s airspace is
shut since February 24,
and India has been evacu-
ating its citizens by special
flights from that country’s
western neighbours in-
cluding Romania,
Hungary and Poland.

New Delhi, Mar 04 (PTI):

The Supreme Court on
Friday agreed to consider
for hearing a plea of the
Enforcement Directorate
challenging the grant of
anticipatory bail to two
senior IAS officers by the
Chhattisgarh High Court
in a money laundering
case arising out of multi-
crore rupees ‘Nagrik
Apurti Nigam’ (NAN)
scam in the state.

A bench headed by
Chief Justice N V
Ramana was told by
Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta, appearing for ED,
that the plea against the
grant of bail needed ur-
gent hearing in view of
the fact that the evidence
has been cooked up al-
legedly in favour of the
accused senior officers in
the case.

Here is one matter
from Chhattisgarh and
there is a kind of disturb-
ing situation with a con-
stitutional functionary
and the grant of bail and

I am seeking transfer (of
the case). Every day the
evidence is being cooked
up, the law officer said.

Seeking urgent listing
of the case, Mehta said
that a notice has been is-
sued on the ED’s plea
seeking cancellation of
bail, and the reply and re-
joinders have also been
filed.

All right. Give the
number (of the case),
said the bench which also
comprised justices A S
Bopanna and Hima
Kohli. The Chhattisgarh
High Court had earlier
granted anticipatory bail
to IAS officers, Anil
Tuteja and Alok Shukla,
in the money laundering
case related to the
Chhattisgarh Civil
Supply Corporation
scam.

In 2019, the ED had
lodged an Enforcement
Case Information Report
(ECIR) under the
Prevention of Money
Laundering Act, which
was based on the FIR and

charge sheet filed by the
Chhattisgarh police’s
economic offences wing
(EOW) and the anti-cor-
ruption bureau (ACB) in
the civil supply scam.

The ED then filed an
appeal against the bail
order in the money laun-
dering case which was
registered in the NAN
scam in which the Anti-
Corruption Bureau,
Raipur had registered
the FIR.

The FIR alleged wide-
scale corrupt practices in
procurement, transporta-
tion of rice and other
food grains which in-
volved officials and oth-
ers related to the state
Civil Supplies
Corporation, Raipur.

The central probe
agency has alleged that
the accused officers time
and again evaded the pro-
ceedings established by
law and have been suc-
cessfully able to thwart
an impartial investiga-
tion and trial due to their
political clout.

Peshawar, Mar 04 (PTI):

A powerful suicide blast
ripped through a crowded
Shia mosque during the
Friday congregation here
in northwest Pakistan,
killing at least 57 people
and wounding nearly 200
others, in one of the dead-
liest attacks in the restive
province, bordering
Afghanistan.

A rescue official said the
blast occurred at a Jamia
mosque in Qissa Khwani
bazaar area in Peshawar
when the worshippers
were offering Friday
prayers. No group immedi-
ately claimed responsibili-
ty for the blast in

Peshawar, the provincial
capital of Khyber-
Pakhtunkhwa which bor-
ders Afghanistan.
However, the Islamic State
and sectarian militant
groups have claimed re-
sponsibility for the deadly

attacks targeting Shias in
the past. Mohammad
Asim, a spokesperson for
Lady Reading Hospital
(LRH), confirmed that at
least 57 people were killed
while 194 were injured in
the blast. Khyber-

Pakhtunkhwa govern-
ment spokesman
Barrister Mohammad Ali
Saif said the explosion
was a suicide bombing. He
added that two terrorists
were involved in the at-
tack. Talking to the media,
Peshawar SSP Operations
Haroon Rasheed Khan
said the explosion was a
suicide blast. There were
two attackers but only one
of them was a suicide
bomber, he said. An eye-
witness identified a per-
son as dressed in black as
the suicide bomber, saying
he entered the mosque,
shot and killed the securi-
ty guard first and then
fired five to six bullets.

Kyiv, Mar 04 (AP):

No radiation was re-
leased from a Russian at-
tack at Europe’s biggest
nuclear power plant in
Ukraine and firefighters
have extinguished a blaze
at the facility, U.N. and
Ukrainian officials said
Friday, as Russian forces
pressed their campaign to
cripple the country despite
global condemnation.

The International
Atomic Energy Agency’s
director-general, Rafael
Mariano Grossi, said
Friday the building hit by
a Russian projectile at the
Zaporizhzhia plant was
not part of the reactor but
instead a training center
at the plant. Nuclear offi-
cials from Sweden to

China said no radiation
spikes had been reported,
as did Grossi. Ukrainian
officials have said Russian
troops took control of the
overall site, but the plant’s
staff were continuing to
ensure its operations.
Grossi said the
Ukrainians were in con-
trol of the reactor.

In the frenzied initial af-
termath when the risk of a
radiation release was not
clear, the attack caused
worldwide concern and
evoked memories of the
world’s worst nuclear dis-
aster, at Ukraine’s
Chernobyl. Facing world-
wide indignation over the
attack, Russia sought to
deflect blame. Without pro-
ducing evidence, Defense
Ministry spokesman Igor

Konashenkov blamed
arson rather than artillery
fire. He claimed a
Ukrainian sabotage group
had occupied the training
building at the plant, fired
on a Russian patrol and set
fire to the building as they
left. There had been con-
flicting reports earlier
over which part of the
Zaporizhzhia facility had
been affected in the attack,
with an official saying at
one point that shells fell di-
rectly on the facility and
set fire to a reactor not in
operation as well as a
training building. Grossi
later said that the fire was
in the training center.

The confusion itself un-
derscored the dangers of
active fighting near a nu-
clear power plant.

Two AI Express flights bring 369
Indians from Ukraine to Mumbai

An Indian student reunited with her family members
after being evacuated from war-torn Ukraine.

India abstains in UNHRC vote on inquiry
GGeenneevvaa//UUnniitteedd  NNaattiioonnss::  India on Friday abstained in a vote in the UN Human Rights Council that has
decided to urgently establish an independent international commission of inquiry as a result of
Russia’s aggression against Ukraine. The 47-member Council voted on a draft resolution on the sit-
uation of human rights in Ukraine. The resolution was adopted with 32 votes in favour, two against
(Russia and Eritrea) and 13 abstentions, including India, China, Pakistan, Sudan and Venezuela. The
countries voting in favour included France, Germany, Japan, Nepal, UAE, UK and the US. “The
Human Rights Council has decided to urgently establish an independent international commission
of inquiry as a result of Russia’s aggression against Ukraine, the Council tweeted. India has
abstained on two resolutions on Ukraine in the 15-nation Security Council and one in the 193-mem-
ber General Assembly in the last one week. The UN General Assembly this week overwhelmingly
voted to condemn Russian aggression against Ukraine and demanded that Moscow completely and
unconditionally withdraw all of its military forces from the territory of Ukraine. India abstained on
the resolution, which received 141 votes in favour, five against and a total of 35 abstentions.

Guwahati, Feb 04 (PTI):

The Gauhati High
Court has admitted a
writ petition for issuing
directions to both the
central and state govern-
ments to release blocked
biometrics collected dur-
ing the process of draft-
ing the National Register
of Citizens(NRC).

The petitioners,
Sanjoy Dey and his son
Anoowabh, appealed to
the court to ensure that
their locked biometrics
were released to enable
them to apply for their
Aadhar cards. They also
appealed for the Court’s
intervention to get the

NRC rejection slips so
that he and four other
members of his family
can exercise their right
to appeal against NRC
exclusion in the Court.
Justice Manash Ranjan
Pathak after hearing
their petition on
Wednesday, admitted it
and posted the case for
hearing on March 9.

The petitioners said
that the Aadhar card of-
fice had made it clear
that they will not be is-
sued the cards in their
names to prevent any du-
plication of their biomet-
rics as their fingerprints
are already locked. The
matter was mentioned

during the hearing of
their application for in-
clusion in the National
Register of Citizens.
“This is depriving us
from so many basic
rights and we appeal to
the court to intervene,’’
they told the court.

Biometrics of 27.43
lakh applicants were
taken during the claims
and objections phase of
the NRC exercise before
the list was published on
August 31,2019.

The NRC authority
later froze the biometric
data collected, following
which these applicants
cannot apply for their
Aadhar card.

New Delhi, Mar 04 (PTI):

The tour of Rashtrapati
Bhavan and Rashtrapati
Bhavan Museum Complex
as well as the change of
guard ceremony, which
have been discontinued
since January 1 this year
due to COVID-19, will re-
sume from the next week
for public viewing.

The Rashtrapati Bhavan
Museum Complex will
open for public viewing
from March 8, an official
statement issued on
Friday said. It will remain
open from Tuesday to
Sunday (six days in a
week) except on gazetted
holidays, it said. Visitors

will be allowed in the mu-
seum in four pre-booked
time slots with a maxi-
mum limit of 50 visitors
per slot, read the state-
ment issued by the
Rashtrapati Bhavan.

Timings of the slots will
be 0930-1100 hrs, 1130-1300
hrs, 1330-1500 hrs and 1530
1700 hrs. The tour of
Rashtrapati Bhavan will
be available from March
12, the statement said. It
will be open on every
Saturday and Sunday (ex-
cept on gazetted holidays)
in three pre-booked time
slots — 1030-1130 hrs, 1230-
1330 hrs and 1430-1530 hrs
with a maximum limit of
25 visitors per slot.

New Delhi, Mar 04 (PTI):

The Supreme Court
Friday stayed an investi-
gation by CB-CID into
the claim of a medical
student that his OMR
answer sheet of NEET-
UG-2020 was changed on
the website and his ini-
tial marks were reduced
by over 50 percent.

A bench of Justices D
Y Chandrachud and
Surya Kant issued no-
tice after Solicitor
General Tushar Mehta,
appearing for the
National Testing
Agency (NTA) which
conducts the NEET ex-
amination, said that as
per their investigation,
there was only one OMR

sheet uploaded on the
website and the student
got 248 marks out of 720
instead of 594, as
claimed by him.

There shall be a stay
of the direction for fur-
ther investigation by the
CB-CID, pending further
orders , the bench said.

It added that pending
further orders, there
shall be a stay of the op-
eration of the impugned
judgment and order of
the division bench of
the Madras High Court
dated 25 January 2022.

The bench clarified
that the admission of
the student shall not be
disturbed, pending fur-
ther orders of the court.

K S Manoj, who ap-

peared in NEET-UG-2020
had filed a writ petition
before the Madras High
Court seeking to call the
records relating to the
score card issued by
NTA which was up-
loaded on October 16,
2020 and a direction to
the agency that his re-
sult be declared as 594
out of 720 marks as re-
flected in the first OMR
sheet. According to
Manoj, in the first OMR
sheet uploaded by the
NTA on October 16, 2020,
the petitioner, on verifi-
cation with the answer
key, has found that he
secured 594 marks and
on the next day, a differ-
ent OMR sheet was up-
loaded, reflecting that

he had secured 248
marks. On the very
same day, he made a rep-
resentation to the NTA
for which, the agency by
reply dated October 26,
2020 sent a communica-
tion to him that on veri-
fication of the original
OMR sheet and score
card of the petitioner, it
was found that he se-
cured only 248 marks
out of 720 and suggested
to approach the agency’s
office to verify the de-
tails.

The High Court by its
verdict of January 25,
ordered a CB-CID probe
into the claim of Manoj
and his parents that his
OMR answer sheet was
changed.

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  MMaarr  0044  ((PPTTII)):: The
Delhi High Court has resolved to
withdraw all other cases being
heard by the two special desig-
nated National Investigation
Agency (NIA) courts and assign
them to three newly created
courts of additional sessions
judge (ASJ) in view of the pen-
dency. In an affidavit filed on a
petition by a UAPA accused
seeking a day-to-day hearing in
his case pending before a spe-
cial NIA court, the high court
administration has said that its
Administrative and General
Supervision Committee has
resolved that the withdrawn
cases from ASJ-02 and ASJ-03 ,
which are the designated courts
in New Delhi District, shall be
assigned to the new ASJ courts
by the concerned Principal
District and Sessions Judge. The
Court of ASJ-02 shall continue

to deal with fresh/pending
cases filed in it being a Special
Court under Section 22 of the
National Investigation Agency
Act, 2008... It shall continue to
deal with all the pending cases
under the Unlawful Activities
Prevention Act (UAPA) as well
as fresh such cases to be filed
before it as per the existing
practice, said the resolution
mentioned in the affidavit filed
by the joint registrar of the high
court. Similarly, the court of
ASJ-03 shall continue to deal
with fresh/pending cases filed
in it being a Special Court for
the trial of Scheduled Offences
investigated by the NIA as well
as cases under Maharashtra
Control of Organized Crime Act,
1999, it added. The affidavit fur-
ther informed that the Principal
District and Sessions Judge,
who is also a designated court,

shall also transfer the pending
cases under the NIA Act to the
court of ASJ-03 to facilitate
their expeditious disposal. All
other cases pending before the
said two courts of ASJ-02 and
ASJ-03 be immediately with-
drawn and be assigned to the
newly created ASJ courts by the
Principal District and Sessions
Judge, New Delhi while ensur-
ing equitable distribution, it
added.

The affidavit stated that to
accommodate the newly estab-
lished ASJ courts, five metro-
politan courts would be shifted
to Rouse Avenue Court Complex
and the same has been
approved by the Full Court and
that the matter regarding the
posting of judicial officers in the
newly created courts of ASJ-05 ,
ASJ-06 and ASJ-07 is already
under process.

MMeellbboouurrnnee,,  MMaarr  0044  ((PPTTII))::

Former Australia spinner
Shane Warne, considered as
one of the all-time greats of the
game who redefined spin bowl-
ing, has died of a suspected
heart attack in Thailand,
according to media reports
here quoting a statement from
his management. He was 52.

According to
‘foxsports.com.au’, Warne’s
management released a brief
statement that Warne passed
away in Thailand and the rea-
son could be a suspected heart
attack. “Shane was found unre-
sponsive in his villa and despite
the best efforts of medical
staff, he could not be revived,”
the statement reported by the

website said. “The family
requests privacy at this time
and will provide further details
in due course.”

An iconic name in interna-
tional cricket, Warne, since
making his debut in 1992,
played 145 Tests for Australia,
picking up 708 wickets. In his
194 ODI appearances, Warne
Pared 293 scalps.

Spin legend Shane Warne
dies of suspected heart attack 

Chhattisgarh NAN scam

SC to consider listing ED’s plea for
cancellation of pre-arrest bail of 2 IAS

Fire out at key Ukraine nuclear plant 57 killed in blast at Shia mosque
during Friday congregation

A victim is removed from the site of bomb explosion at
a mosque in Peshawar, Pakistan, Friday.

Petition for unlocking blocked 
biometrics taken during NRC drafting

Tour of Rashtrapati Bhavan to resume
from next week for public viewing

OMR answer sheet change

CB-CID probe into claim of NEET-UG-20 candidate stayed
Delhi HC resolves to transfer other pending

cases from NIA courts to new courts



CENTRAL CHRONICLE,  BILASPUR,  SATURDAY,  MARCH  05,  2022

Bhoomi pujan performed for road cementing
from Jalebi Square to Nehru Square 

Central Chronicle News
BBhhiillaaii,,  MMaarr  0044::  Bhoomi Pujan for devel-
opment work in Camp area under
Bhilai Municipal Corporation was per-
formed by Ekansh Banchore, PWD
Incharge.  Cementation work will be
done from Jalebi Square to Nehru
Square. It was on the instructions of
Mayor Neeraj Pal that the PWD in-
charge Ekansh Banchore performed
Bhoomi Pujan by offering prayers in
the presence of local citizens. The
denizens will finally get rid of the pot-
holed and dilapidated road. The Mayor
has given the gift of development work
in area that falls on the other side of
township. 

Seeing that thousands of people ply
on this road the Mayor had given in-
structions to the officers to do this
work prominently. After the Bhoomi
pujan, its work will be started by the
agency TB Enterprises, its work order
has already been issued by the corpo-

ration. Work will be done from the in-
frastructure fund. 

For the development work in Ward
30 of Zone No 03 Mother Teresa Nagar
area, after the cementation work to
be done at a cost of Rs. The citizens of
the ward warmly welcomed the peo-
ple's representatives who arrived for
Bhoomi Pujan and expressed their
gratitude to the Mayor and the corpo-
ration administration for the CC road
to be built for the convenience of traf-

fic. The function took placen
in ward 30 Pragati Nagar
Camp 01 under Zone 03
Mother Teresa Nagar of
Bhilai Corporation area. PWD
incharge speaking on the oc-
casion said that the ward
would look clean and beauti-
ful after the road is con-
structed and also get rid of
mud during the rainy season. 

The corporation is con-
stantly striving for the expan-

sion of basic facilities, clean drinking
water, sanitation related activities and
work are being done continuously by
the corporation as per the requirement
in the entire corporation area. Among
those present were Zone President of
Zone 03 Mother Teresa Nagar Santosh
Nath Singh alias Jalandhar, Ward 30
Councilor Satyadevi Jaiswal, former
Ward Councilor G Raju, Deputy
Engineer Priya Khairwar and other offi-
cers/employees from the Corporation.

Central Chronicle News
BBhhiillaaii,,  MMaarr  0044::  According to re-
search by historian William
Dalrymple, when the East India
Company was formed, Britain's
contribution to the world's GDP
was only 1.8 percent, while India's
contribution to the world's GDP
was 22.5 percent. The British left
India as a producer of raw materi-
als instead of a producer country,
and when the country became in-
dependent, the share in world GDP
was only .

4 percent. Keeping this eco-
nomic model in mind, Gandhiji en-
visioned Suraji self-sufficient vil-
lages, the villages that not only
produce but also do processing.
The state government led by Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel is work-
ing in this direction. Along with
production, attention is also being
given to processing of raw materi-
als for value addition of products.

Gauthans have become the
medium of creating Suraji villages.

One such example is village Konari
where a small initiative is making
a big change. Here, Jhunia Sahu's
family cultivates mustard in one
acre in their field every year.
Whatever is produced is sold in
the market. Retail mustard is sold
in the market for Rs 90 per kg. The
shopkeepers take mustard at a
lower price. Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel had given instruc-
tions to take innovations like ex-

tracting oil from mustard, neem
and karanj etc in Gauthans. Acting
on the instructions, the district ad-
ministration provided oil extrac-
tion machines to gauthans. This
project was funded through DMF.

The initiative gave exciting re-
sults. After extracting oil, they are
able to sell it for about Rs 200 per
litre. Jhunia Sahu also runs a self-
help group. She informed that this
year they have extracted oil from

the old stock of mustard. Now,
they will extract oil from the fresh
produce. Jhunia added that there
is a good demand in the village it-
self. Elderly people also consider
mustard oil to be very healthy.
ADEO Ruchi Tikriya informed that
the SHG is also selling mustard
cake which is used for animal feed.
Thus, the group has benefited im-
mensely from the value addition.

State government's schemes
have created huge possibilities of
boosting mustard production. The
inclusion of other crops in the
Rajiv Gandhi Nyay Yojana has also
provided encouragement for crop
diversity. The water level has also
increased due to Narva Yojana.
Thus, the potential for mustard
production has increased.
Concrete initiatives are being
taken by the district administra-
tion to further strengthen this po-
tential. 

District Panchayat CEO Ashwini
Dewangan informed that on the

instructions of Collector Dr
Sarveshwar Narendra Bhure, they
are identifying such villages
where the area under mustard cul-
tivation is high. They will provide
oil extraction machines to the
Gauthans of such villages through
DMF. With the increased possibili-
ties of value addition, more and
more farmers will adopt crop di-
versification. Deputy Director
(Agriculture) SS Rajput said that
they are motivating the farmers in
the direction of crop diversity and
also detailing them about the mar-
ket possibilities for this.

Chief Minister Bhupesh Baghel
had visited Thakuraintola on the
occasion of Mahashivratri. While
addressing the gathering, he
spoke about the sufficient quanti-
ty of Neem, Karanj etc in the vil-
lages. If there is a proper process-
ing system, the villagers can in-
crease their income. He had also
mentioned about the possibilities
in mustard cultivation. 

Cow dung purchase information
to be displayed at Gauthans 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Mar 04: The infor-
mation about the activities
in Gauthans under
Godhan Nyay Yojna will
now be displayed on the
notice boards in
Gauthans. Daily data of
the cow dung purchase
will be displayed on the no-
tice board. This initiative
will motivate the people
for doing better work. In
this regard, District
Panchayat CEO Ashwini
Dewangan chaired a meet-
ing of officials. He said
that the details of pur-
chase of cow dung, total
vermi production, profit
earned, should be dis-
played on the notice
boards. Information of
monthly basis and daily
basis will be displayed for
clearly outlining the
progress.

Dewangan said that to
make Gauthans self-re-
liant, livelihood oriented
activities have to be con-

ducted in all Gauthans. It
is worth mentioning that
construction work of 282
Gauthan has been com-
pleted in the district,
which includes 72
Gauthans in Janpad
Panchayat Durg, 125
Gauthans in Janpad
Panchayat Dhamdha, and
115 Gauthans in Janpad
Panchayat Patan. He gave
instructions to ensure the
arrangement of water for
irrigation in the Gauthans
where baris and grazing
lands have been developed.
Along with this, he asked
to prepare a special action
plan to conduct livelihood

oriented activities. He
added that works like poul-
try farming, goat rearing,
vegetable production, mini
rice-cum-flour mill, mush-
room production, fish
farming in dubri/pond,
pickle and papad manufac-
turing, cow dung process-
ing, incense sticks making,
etc can be done.

He said that it is very
important to keep an eye
on the selling of vermi-
compost for better imple-
mentation of the scheme.
He added that the farmers
got good yields by using
vermi compost in their
fields.

Street plays staged for bringing 
awareness for Covid vaccination 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Mar 04: The col-
lege students are spreading
awareness by joining the
Roko-Toko campaign of the
district administration and
UNICEF. On Friday, an
awareness rally was taken
out from the Collectorate
which moved to Indira
Market. The rally made the
people aware about vacci-
nation by staging street
plays. Collector Dr
Sarveshwar Narendra

Bhure appreciated this ini-
tiative of the students. He
said that it is very impor-
tant for everyone to get vac-
cinated to eliminate the
Covid completely. Street
play was staged in Indira
Market. In the play, the stu-
dents narrated how the pre-
vention of covid became
possible due to vaccination
and how the wave of covid
arrives. The students in-
formed that the coverage of
vaccination was not wide
during the first and second

wave. When the third wave
arrived, people did not fell
seriously ill due to the high
prevalence of vaccination.
The students informed the
people that it is also neces-
sary to have a second dose
on time so that the immuni-
ty against the virus re-
mains in the body. The stu-
dents also made everyone
aware of wearing masks.
The students informed the
audiences that wearing a
mask also protects against
other viruses and also
avoids dust etc, which re-
duces the chances of seri-
ous diseases like asthma.

CMHO Dr JP Meshram
was also present. He also
praised the initiative of
UNICEF. Professors and
other officers of the College
of Science were also pres-
ent. DPM Padmakar and
UNICEF representative
Nisha Soni were also 
present.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Mar 04: The
Enforcement Squad of
the Town Services
Department of Bhilai
Steel Plant on Friday re-
moved 22 illegal occupa-
tions on Utai Road in
front of J Pocket, Maroda
Sector. These encroach-
ments were posing diffi-
culty in the road widen-

ing work as they had
made construction on the
portion of the road below
which was the running
line laid for the 11KV
power supply and also the
water pipeline.

Due to this it was get-
ting difficult to repair and
maintain the electricity
line during breakdowns.
The  maintenance work
was also getting ham-

pered due to the illegal
construction above the
line.

The Estate Department
had passed an order to re-
move the encroachment.
In compliance to this
order, all the encroachers
were first explained to re-
move the encroachment
on their own.

On the morning of
February 04, 2022, in the

presence of police force
including CSP Bhilai
Nagar Rakesh Joshi, IPS
Vaibhav Banker, Newai
SHO Bharti Markam,
Bhilai SHO Motilal
Shukla, Bhatti SHO
Brijesh Kushwaha, Utai
SHO Monika Pandey,
Khursipar SHO Durgesh
Sharma, and on the in-
structions of Executive
Magistrate Satendra

Shukla the officials of the
E n f o r c e m e n t
Department, employees
of the Electricity
Department gave their
services in large num-
bers. The action to re-
move illegal occupants
lasted from 11:00 hrs to
17:30 hrs. The
Department would con-
tinue its strict action
against illegal occupants.

Media person attacked;
admitted to hospital

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Mar 04: A Raipur
based journalist was at-
tacked by a group of peo-
ple in Amleshwar Police
Station area of Durg
District. Police have
lodged an FIR against the
accused on charges of at-
tempt to murder. The
prime accused is a local
political leader.

According to informa-
tion, the victim is
Dhirendra Giri Goswami
(37) son of Raman Giri
Goswami a resident of
Krishna Nagar, Dangania,
Raipur. Around 22:00 hrs
on Thursday, Dhirendra
accompanied with his
friend Kaushal
Vishwakarma had gone to
Wood Island Colony in
Amleshwar to meet their
friend Ratnakar Rao
Shinde. They met

Ratnakar on the entrance
of the colony and together
moved towards his house.
Near the temple in the
colony, they saw that
Ratnakar's wife was being
misbehaved by some peo-
ple. It was a mob of about
30 people which was led by
District Panchayat mem-
ber Monu Sahu. Finding
the lady in trouble, they in-
tervened to protect her. In
the meanwhile, Monu
Sahu and others attacked
Dhirendra Giri Goswami
with a sharp weapon.
Dhirendra suffered fatal
injury on head and fell on
the ground. Kaushal
Vishwakarma managed to
rescue Dhirendra and
rush him to Shri
Jagannath Hospital,
Raipur. Police have lodged
an FIR against Monu Sahu
and others under section
307, 34 of IPC.

Four killed in horrific road accident 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Mar 04: Four
persons were killed in a
horrific road accident
which occurred at
Railway Over Bridge
(ROB) located in
Dhamdha Naka of Durg
city on the intervening
night of Friday. A speed-
ing truck fell off the ROB
after hitting a bike.

Three youth moving on
the bike and the truck
driver were killed in this
mishap.

According to informa-
tion, the incident oc-
curred around 00:15 hrs
on the intervening night
of Friday. Luchkipara
Durg residents Tausif
Khan (26) son of Haneef
Khan; Mohammad
Aman (26) son of

Mohammad Usmaan;
Takiyapara resident
Sahil Khan (23) son of
Sheikh Kareem and
truck driver Mahesh
Barle (30) son of
Gaindram Barle a resi-
dent of Sikosa (Balod)
were killed in this
mishap.

Tausif, Aman and
Sahil were moving on a
bike bearing registration

number CG04-BH-7540
and were hit by a truck
bearing registration
number CG15-DM-2989
which was coming from
opposite direction.

On the other hand, the
truck fell off the ROB as
the driver lost control
over the vehicle after the
collision. The bikers too
fell down with the truck.
The bikers and the truck

driver were killed on the
spot. A pickup parked
below the bridge was
also crushed under the
truck.

On information, police
team reached the spot
and rescue operations
were launched. ASP
(city) Sanjay Dhruv, DSP
(Traffic) Gurjeet Singh,
Inspector Jitendra
Verma (SHO, Mohan

Nagar) also reached the
spot. The rescue team
used gas cutter to extri-
cate the body of the
truck driver, who was
trapped in the truck
cabin.

After preparing in-
quest, all the bodies were
sent to the mortuary.
Police have lodged a case
and investigations are
on.

BSP Enforcement Squad removes 
22 illegal shops on Utai Road 

Health check up camp for Dial 112 
team inaugurated at SR Hospital

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Mar 04: A free
health check-up camp for
the Dial 112 team of Durg
Helpline Services was in-
augurated on Friday at SR
Hospital and Research
Center, Dhamdha Road,
Chikhali, Durg. In this
free health check-up camp,
along with the personnel
of Dial 112, family mem-
bers were also given free
check-up. On the first day
of the camp, a total of 53
personnel and their family
members were examined
for health.

The camp was inaugu-
rated by Chief Guest
Sanjay Dhruv, ASP (City)
in the presence special
guest DSP Vishwas
Chandrakar and IPS
Jitendra Yadav who spe-
cially attended the pro-
gramme.

In his brief address,
chief guest Sanjay Dhruv
appreciated this effort of

the hospital management.
Congratulating Sanjay
Tiwari, Director, SR
Hospital, for this special
he said that the doctors
and nursing staff and all
other staff should also be
thanked for their service.
He further added that it is
a commendable effort for
the drivers of Dial 112,
who provide 24 hours serv-
ices and expressed hope
that SR Hospital and
Research Center will con-
tinue to extend similar co-
operation to every person
in the society along with
the policemen and their

family members.
Here it needs a mention

that SR Hospital has made
a mark with its unique
health services in Durg
district and free health
check-up camps that are
organised from time to
time. A three-day free
health check-up camp has
been organized by the hos-
pital from March 4 to
March 6 for the employees
of Dial 112 and their fami-
ly members engaged in the
security arrangements of
the district. Full body
checkup along with blood
urine test, ECG, X-ray,

medicines and spectacles
were provided completely
free of cost to the staff and
family members of Dial
112 in the camp.

Giving information
about the free health
check-up camp, Director
Sanjay Tiwari said that
those who rendered their
services at the camp in-
cluded Dr Ranjan
Sengupta, vascular and
cardiothoracic surgeon,
burn and plastic surgeon
Dr Vishwamitra B Dayal,
pediatrician Dr SP
Kesharwani, and special-
ist Dr Anupam Lal,

General Medicine special-
ist Dr Sushant Kande, Dr
Balram Sahu from
Gynecology and
Obstetrics department,
Ophthalmologist Dr JS
Bhatia, ENT Specialist Dr
Ankita Joshi, dentist Dr
Shaheen Hamdani.

Dr Mahobia, Dr Trisha
Singh, Dr Neelam
Chandrakar, Dr Ashwani
Shukla, Dr Rajat Dehria,
Dr Soumya Tiwari, Dr
Mukesh, Prem
Chandrakar, Chandrasen
Rathor, Kapil Utpal, Ajay
Tiwari, Ajay Agarwal,
Jagjit Pandey, Priyesh
Mishra, Padum Maharana,
Rajesh Tripathi, Satish
Mishra, Nazia, Yavantika,
Nisha, Swati Parkar,
Roshni, Rampal, Vikas,
Vishal Mishra, Seema
Barhare, Hari Sahu,
Shishir, Durgeshwari,
Kartikeshwar, Tara Patel,
Roopa Chelak, etc. were
very supportive of the
staff.

Women self-help groups turning to entrepreneurship 
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BUDDING SKATERS

The budding skaters are leaning skating in the ‘Skating-Ring’ wearing helmet and
knee-pads to avoid injuries.

Placement camp for
women on Mar 7

RRaaiippuurr,,  MMaarr  0044::  District
Employment and Self-
Employment Guidance
Center, Raipur will organize a
placement camp on 7th
March with the aim of provid-
ing employment opportuni-
ties to the local educated
unemployed women in the
private sector. The camp will
be held at District
Employment and Self
Employment Guidance
Centre, Old Police
Headquarters Raipur.

Private Sector Employer
Career Tree HR Solutions
Private Limited Chennai
(Tamil Nadu) will conduct
recruitment of women aged
between 18 and 30 years hav-
ing qualification of 10th/
12th/ITI, Diploma or Degree
on more than 200 posts of
woman operator throuogh
this placement camp.

Selected candidates will be
given monthly salary of Rs
13,107 at the plant at
Sriperumbudur (Chennai).
The workplace of the select-
ed women applicants is
Sriperumbudur  (Chennai)
and Sri City Tada (Andhra
Pradesh). Eligible and inter-
ested female applicants for
recruitment to these posts
can attend the interview
process by appearing along
with their parents on 7th
March from 11 am to 2 pm.
Applicants will participate in
the placement camp by fol-
lowing social distancing.

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Mar 04:
Secretary, Ministry of
Housing and Urban
Affairs (MoHUA),
Government of India
Manoj Joshi visited the
Nalanda campus built by
Raipur Smart City
Limited and gave success
tips to the youth studying
in the campus in their
preparations for various
competitive examinations.
He told the students that
Raipur had world class fa-
cilities for the youth
preparing for competitive
examinations. Youth can
enhance their skills by

participating in group dis-
cussions along with study,
he said, adding that excel-
lent infrastructure has
been built in Raipur and
its benefits are being given
to the general public.

The construction of
Nalanda Campus with
world class facilities has
been competed in a short
span of 10 months by
Raipur Smart City Ltd in
collaboration with
Mineral Fund and
E n v i r o n m e n t
Conservation Board, he
said and added that stu-
dents were taking advan-
tage of the 24 hours study
facility available in the
campus to crack examina-
tions every year.

Secretary, Urban
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n
Department, Mrs Alarmel

Mangai D, Joint Secretary
to Government of India
Hemant Kumar Patel,
Collector Sourabh Kumar,
Raipur Smart City Ltd
Managing Director
Abhijit Singh, Municipal
Commissioner Prabhat
Malik, Raipur Smart City
Ltd Additional Managing
Director Chandrakant
Verma and Additional
Municipal Commissioner
Abhishek Agarwal were
also present.

Earlier Managing
Director of Raipur Smart
City Limited, Abhijit
Singh welcomed Joshi on
his arrival at Nalanda
campus and apprised him
in detail about the services
being provided in this
campus with world class
study facility.

Singh informed Joshi
about 24-hour indoor-out-
door reading system, air-
conditioned youth tower,
multimedia reading zone
and other facilities avail-
able in the campus. He
also said that 18 interac-
tive zones have also been
created in Biodiversity
Garden for study in the
presence of nature. E-li-
brary and hi-tech comput-
er facility are also avail-
able with 1000 seating ca-

pacity. The campus is man-
aged by the Nalanda
Campus Management
Society.

Secretary Joshi said
that during his visit to
Raipur he observed excel-
lent and vast infrastruc-
ture. These facilities are
directly related to the lives
of common citizens and
have been designed keep-
ing in mind the future
needs of the city accord-
ing to environmental con-
servation and population
density.

Describing the facilities
like Nalanda campus as
very useful for the stu-
dents, he also suggested
the participants to take
full advantage of it.
District Employment
Officer Kedar Patel,
Librarian of Nalanda
campus Manjula Jain
informed Secretary
Joshi that 50 thousand
books were made avail-
able in this library for
the participants and 10
thousand useful books
were also received in do-
nation under the educa-
tion donation pro-
gramme. Secretary
Joshi also met the bene-
ficiaries of PM
Svanidhi scheme.

Nalanda Campus best place for youth to
prepare for competitive exams: Joshi

 MoHUA Secretary
impressed by Raipur’s
infrastructure

Raipur, Mar 04: As per
the instructions of the
Bureau of Energy
Efficiency, Government of
India, a one-day workshop
was organized by CREDA
at Krishi Vigyan Kendra
(Jora) Raipur on 3rd
March to create awareness
among the farmers about
energy and water conser-
vation. About 100 farmers

of Raipur district partici-
pated in this workshop.

Scientist of Krishi
Vigyan Kendra, Raipur,
Chandravanshi, Joint
Director Agriculture
Department Gayaram,
Scientist of Indira Gandhi
Krishi Vishwavidyalaya
AK Tripathi and
Superintending Engineer
of CREDA AN Singh were

chiefly present as the
guest lecturers. They ex-
pressed their views to
make farmers aware about
water and energy conser-
vation.

Rajesh Agrawal from
Krishi Vigyan Kendra as
subject specialist,
Executive Engineer of
Chhattisgarh State
Electricity Distribution
Company, N Bimbisar,
CREDA’s Executive
Engineer JN, Baiga,
Assistant Engineer
Vaibhav Dubey and proj-
ect coordinator Nihar
Ranjan Sahu gave detailed
presentation on various
subjects like Water
Conservation, Energy
Conservation, BEE star
rated pump etc.

One day workshop on energy and
water conservation for farmers 

Raipur Mar 04: The
number of active cases

of Covid-19 is decreasing
in the state due to the
quick recovery of coro-
na patients and dip in
daily Covid-19 cases.
There is not a single ac-
tive corona patient in
Sukma district. The rate
of corona infection in
the state has now
dropped to 0.51 per cent.
No new Covid-19 case
has been reported in five

districts of the state as
on March 3. On this day,
110 people were found
Covid-19 positive in the
investigation of 21 thou-
sand 367 samples con-
ducted across the state.
Not a single case of
Covid-19 has been re-
ported in Gariyaband,
Surajpur, Kondagaon,
Sukma and Narayanpur
districts on this day.

Rate of corona infection in the state drops to 0.51%
No new Covid
cases reported in
five districts on
Mar 3

Not a single active
Covid-19 patient in
Sukma

Raipur, Mar 04: As per
instructions from Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel,
Crime Branch has been
formed in three news dis-
tricts of Raipur, Bilaspur
and Durg and this in turn
would spruce up policing
in the district.

It is worthwhile to men-

tion here that after forma-
tion of new Congress gov-
ernment in the state, the
Crime Branch team was
dissolved and since then
no new team was formed.
But on Friday, CM Baghel
gave declaration in this re-
gard and it has formed in
the three districts only.

So far as to whether the
three new Crime Branch
will get additional force is
still not known and so at
present they will  have to
work with the existing
force available.

Crime Branch formed in 3 districts
 As per CM’s

instructions in
Raipur, Bilaspur
and Durg

Raipur, Mar 04:
Chhattisgarh on
Thursday reported 110
coronavirus positive
cases, taking the tally to
11,51,236, while the death
toll increased by one to
reach 14,030, an official
said.

The recovery count
stood at 11,36,201 after 11
people were discharged
from hospitals and 222
others completed their

home isolation during the
day, leaving the state with
1,005 active cases, he said.
The COVID-19 positivity
rate of the state is 0.51 per
cent.

“Raipur recorded 20
cases, followed by Durg 14,
Balrampur 13, Jashpur 10,
Bilaspur seven, Koriya
six, Surguja five, Raigarh
four, Rajnandgaon three,
Bemetara two and Janjgir-
Champa one, among other

districts. No infection case
was reported in five dis-
tricts,” he added.

As 21,367 samples were
examined during the day,
the test count went up to
1,71,58,800.Chhattisgarh’s
coronavirus figures are as
follows: Total cases
11,51,236, new cases 110,
death toll 14,030, recover-
ies 11,36,201, active cases
1,005, total number of
tests 1,71,58,800.

Ch’garh’s COVID-19 positivity
rate stands at 0.51%

Raipur, Mar 04: Hindi ex-
tempore was organised
through online medium
for the students of Pandit
Ravi Shankar Shukla
University, Raipur by
Bank of Baroda, Regional
Office, Raipur. The objec-
tive of the program was to
promote interest in Hindi
among the students and to
promote the promotion of
Hindi, the official lan-
guage. 20 students from
the university participat-
ed in this competition. The
program was presided
over by Abhishek Bharti,
Sub-Regional Head, Bank
of Baroda, Regional
Office, Raipur. Dr.
Laxmikant, Dr. Smita
Sharma from Pandit Ravi
Shankar Shukla
University, Raipur were
present as judges in this
competition and Manager,
Rajbhasha, Mrs. Pratika
Gargav from Bank of
Baroda, Regional Office,

Durg were present. The
program was organized
under the guidance and
coordination of Assistant
Professor, Hindi, Dr. Girija
Shankar Gautam from the
university. Official lan-
guage in-charge Mr.
Chandan Verma from

Bank of Baroda, Circle
Office, Bhopal was special-
ly present in the program.
In this competition, the in-
terestingness of the sub-
jects was kept in mind
such as ‘Mann Ke Hare
Haar Hai Mann Ke Jeet
Jeet’, what we learned
from Corona, digitaliza-
tion, advantages and dis-
advantages of online ed-
ucation, students partici-
pated with great enthusi-
asm. Such competitions
give special help to the
students in communica-
tion skills, language
skills and social behav-
ior, as a result this  initia-
tive was taken by Bank of
Baroda Office, Regional
Office, Raipur. The pro-
gram was conducted by
Mrs. Manisha Yadav,
Senior Manager,
Rajbhasha, Bank of
Baroda, Raipur. A total of
35 persons were present
in this program.

BoB organises extempore
for RS University students

RRaaiippuurr,,  MMaarr  0044:: The Suresh Agrawal
Memorial corporate cricket tourna-
ment 2021-22 kicks off today on
05:00 PM at Hira Sports ground
which is opposite Ram Vatika – VIP
road near Fundhar.  In an official
communiqué president of Hira
sports and cultural committee Mr.
Vinod Pillai inviting the sports lov-
ing community of the city said that
total 24 teams will be participating
in the League, and today the first

match will be played in between
Core Corporate and Real Ispat. In
the upcoming weeks till 26th of
March total 55 matches shall be
played. 

The league matches shall be of
12 overs, pre quarter and quarter
final matches shall be of 15 overs
last but not the least semi final +
final matches shall be of 20 overs.
The winning team shall be reward-
ed with a cash prize of 1,51,000 Rs

and 1st runners up shall be getting
Rs 75,000 Rs. Even all the winning
teams, Man of the matches and
Man of the tournament shall be
rewarded with trophies and other
many prizes. 

he key players and teams in tour-
nament shall be coming from MNC’s
like Jindal Steel, Jaiswal Neco, Hira
Group, Sarda Energy, SBI, Bank of
Baroda, Bank of India, Axis Bank,
Niros Ispat and Jaika AutoMobiles.    

Suresh Agrawal Memorial Corporate
cricket tournament kicks off

RRaaiippuurr,,  MMaarr  0044::  The Minsiter
for Climate Change and
Environment Mohammed
Akbar after meeting with NRDA
informed that the farmers of
Nava Raipur are staging
protest for last 2 months and
majority of the demands of the
farmers out of their total
demands have been met. To
consider upon the pending
demands of the farmers, CM
Bhupesh Baghel has formed
three member minister-level
Samiti comprising of
Agriculture Minister Ravindra
Choubey, Mohamed Akbar and
Urban Admn. Minister Dr Shiv
Kumar Daharia. In context of
demands of the farmers meet-
ing with them on Jan 29, Feb 14
and 17, 2022, has been organ-
ised so far.

In this ministerial-level

samiti meeting, recommenda-
tions have been given in con-
text of six demands and it was
in the meeting of 25 Feb 2022
that these recommendations
were approved. Among the rec-
ommendations made by the
Minister-level Samiti included
for allotment of residential
‘patta’ under ‘Gramin Basahat
Avasiya Patta’ of the erstwhile
government conditions for
Village Development
Programme (VDP) was put
forth. But the Congress gov-
ernment in the state has
removed this condition for
implementation of VDP in
favour of interest of the farm-
ers on priority basis. If a person
is residing at particular place,
there is no need to displace
him and keeping the same in
mind be it populated area or
encroachment on the govern-
ment land or those who have
given land to Nava Raipur Atal
Nagar Vikas Pradhikaran or
comes under category of

‘affected’, would be given 1200
to 2500 sq. ft. residential land
as per eligibility. This decision
was taken by erstwhile govern-
ment in April 2013. For this 7
survey teams were formed and
survey in 7 villages has been
completed and it is in final
stage in 3 other villages and for
other three is in process.

Audit objection will be
solved, amount to be paid:

Housing Minister Akbar
while holding discussions with
media persons informed that
the amount to affected farm-
ers of Nava Raipur which was
halted for annual audit, are to
be paid Rs 15000 per acre and
Rs 750 as annual hike till 2031.

In this regard, out of 6465
cases of audit objections, it is
only in 285 cases that partial
payment has been made and
the rest of the amount is still
pending. The audit objection
will be sorted out at govern-
ment level and then payment
of remaining amount will be
made, he added.

AAffffeecctteedd  ffaammiilliieess  ttoo  
ggeett  eemmppllooyymmeenntt

Akbar informed that after
discussions with members of
Kissan Kalyan Samiti (KKS)
about employment to educat-
ed youths in NRDA, it was
decided that a tender will be
invited for employment in the
field of un-skilled, semi-skilled
and skilled category posts and
in those places there will be
compulsion to given 60% of
employment to those from the
affected area of Nava Raipur.

SShhooppss,,  ‘‘gguummaattii’’,,  ‘‘cchhaabbuu--
ttaarraa’’,,  hhaallll  ttoo  bbee  aallllootttteedd

In context of allotment of
‘shops’, ‘gumti’, ‘Chabutara’,

at manufacturing cost, appli-
cations will be invited for 57
shops, 12 ‘Gumtis’, 4 halls and
71 ‘Chabutaras’ and then allot-
ment will be done through lot-
tery system to the affected
families in the project. He
informed that 13 more villages
have been freed from need of
NOC. 

It is on the sale and pur-
chase of land in Nava Raipur
Atal area, under Collector’s
permission, there was need
for NOC for 27 villages out of
total 41 villages and the same
has now been reduced and all
the 13 villages of layer-2 have
been freed from NoC.
Mohammed Akbar informed
that majority of the demands
of affected farmers of Nava
Raipur have been accepted by
the ministerial-level samiti as
per CM’s instructions and see-
ing this the members of
affected ‘Kissan Kalyan
Samiti’ should call off their
dharna and movement soon.

Majority of demands of KKS have been accepted: Akbar
 Urges KKS mem-

bers to call off
movement
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Raipur, Mar 04:
Gastronomes in Raipur
are up for some great din-
ing experience with all
those flavours that are
coming from Gujarat,
Maharashtra, Orissa, West
Bengal & Chhattisgarh.
The multi cuisine restau-
rant MoMo Café in
Courtyard by Marriott,
Raipur is hosting a 10-day
NH-6 Food Festival from
March 4 to 13. The festival
will bring in an array of
authentically spiced vege-
tarian and non-vegetarian
delicacies like Ragda
Pattis, Bhel, Chilla, Dabeli,
Vada Pav, Farra, Dum
Aloo, Ghughni, Kolkata
Kathi Roll and many more.

Addressing a press con-
ference here on Friday
Anuj Singh, Executive
Chef, Courtyard by
Marriott, Raipur said
“NH-6 Food Festival is vi-
brant, vivid and vivacious

by all means. We would be
offering more than 250
vegetarian and non-vege-
tarian options alongside
made to order varieties.
These include starters like
Khandvi, Jhunka Bhakri,
Bara Muthia, Aloo Chap,
Paneer Bhapa and main
course dishes like Ondio
Sev, Sabj Kholapuri,
Karmata Bhaji,
Santaula, and Shukto”.

Chef Anuj further in-
formed that there will
also be live-stations to
serve some of the hot &
spicy dishes. One can end
the meal on a sweet note,
with desserts such as

‘Doodh Pak’, ‘Mawa
Modak’, ‘Shrikhand’,
‘Sevai Khurma’, ‘Chhena
Poda’, and ‘Rasgulla’ etc.

Anukam Tiwary,
General Manager of the
hotel said that “Food
lovers in the city have
been waiting for some-
thing new and exciting
and I am truly happy to
announce our first food
festival of 2022. The idea
is to showcase the cul-
ture and tradition of five
prominent States of
India through its food
and local experiences
and the link connecting
them –NH-6”. Mr Tiwary
also informed media
about successful comple-
tion of 6 year of the hotel
in Raipur city. “We
opened our doors on 19th
February, 2016 and have
been the first choice hotel
since then. Our team be-
lieves in creating memo-
ries for our guests”, he
said.

10-day NH-6 Food festival at Courtyard By Marriott
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EXAMS

Students are appearing in the exams of Class 10th and 12th Board in one of the school’s here on Friday.

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Mar 04: National
Lok Adalat will be organ-
ized on Saturday, March
12, 2022 in District Raipur
and District Gariaband,
Tehsil Devbhog, Tilda and
Rajim. Executive
Chairman of
Chhattisgarh State Legal
Services Authority,
Bilaspur and Justice of
the Chhattisgarh High
Court, Gautam Bhaduri
discussed preparations
for the National Lok
Adalat by holding a meet-
ing through video confer-
encing of all the districts
of the state.

Justice and Executive

Chairman instructed in-
structed to provide justice
to people at National Lok
Adalat. Meanwhile prepa-
rations of National Lok
Adalat are being made on
a large scale in Raipur dis-
trict. Meetings are being
held regularly by the
Chairman of District
Legal Services Authority,
Raipur and District Judge
Arvind Kumar Verma
with the officials of
Revenue department,
Insurance Companies,

Electricity and Telecom.
Apart from this the
District Legal Services
Authority, Raipur is pro-
moting National Lok
Adalat by visiting Haat-
Bazaar, Railway Station,
Bus Stand and door-to-
door.

Cases of rent control,
check bounce, excise law,
civil law, transport, family
court, electricity, telecom-
munication, municipal
corporation, water tax,
land tax, labor law, crimi-

nal law will be taken up
for settlement. This time a
division bench of State
Transport Appellate
Tribunal Raipur, Waqf
Board Raipur and
Commercial Court
Raipur is also being con-
stituted.

Apart from this, dis-
putes arising out of pub-
lic utility services and
building construction
through Permanent Lok
Adalat can also be re-
solved through National
Lok Adalat. Parties can
also register a case by get-
ting information about
the helpline number of
15100 NALSA.
Arrangements for mobile
vans have also been made
for the parties who are un-
able to appear in the court
due to any reason.

First National Lok Adalat
of this year on March 12
At District Court
Raipur
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Raipur, Mar 04: Paddy
lifting for custom milling
is being done at a rapid
pace across the state as per
the directions of Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel.
According to the informa-
tion received till March 03,
88.18 lakh MT of paddy
has been lifted by the
millers through DO and

TO. Meanwhile, the state
government is also work-
ing expeditiously to de-
posit rice in the central
pool. Over 25.61 lakh MT
of quality rice has been
deposited in the central
pool so far. This includes
14.01 lakh MT of rice de-
posited in the Food
Corporation of India and
11.60 lakh MT in the Civil
Supplies Corporation.

Food Secretary
Topeshwar Verma in-
formed that on the initia-
tive of the Chief Minister,
the work of paddy lifting
for custom milling is being
done at a rapid pace this
year, just like paddy pro-
curement. A record 88.18
lakh MT of paddy has

been lifted through DO
and TO so far. Mr. Verma
informed that DO of 69.50
lakh  MT of paddy has
been issued to DO. The
millers have lifted 66.04
lakh MT of paddy from the
procurement centers.
Similarly, T.O. has been is-
sued for the transporta-
tion of 23.37 lakh MT of
paddy. Against this 22.14
lakh MT of paddy has
been lifted from the com-
mittees. The work of
paddy lifting from paddy
procurement centers and
custom milling is being
conducted on a war foot-
ing. This year a target has
been set to deposit 61.65
lakh MT of Arva rice in
pool.

Paddy lifting for custom milling
at a rapid pace in Chhattisgarh
88.18 lakh MT of
paddy has been lifted
through DO and TO

25.61 lakh MT of rice
deposited in the cen-
tral pool
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Raipur, Ma 04: The
Covid-19 vaccination
drive is going on at a
rapid pace in
Chhattisgarh. One crore

68 lakh 69 thousand 073
citizens of the state
have been fully vacci-
nated against Covid-19.
82 per cent adult popula-
tion and 43 per cent of
children in 15 to 18
years age group have re-
ceived both doses of
Covid-19 vaccine.
Precaution doses have
also been administered
to 03 lakh 78 thousand
611 health workers,
frontline workers, and
people above 60 years of
age.

Besides, first dose of
the Covid-19 vaccine has
been administered to
100 per cent of the popu-
lation above 18 years
and 67 per cent of chil-

dren in 15 to 18 years age
group. one crore 97 lakh
57 thousand 492 citizens
above 18 years and 11
lakh 05 thousand 719
children in 15 to 18 years
age group have received
the first dose of Covid-19
vaccine. Besides, 07 lakh
07 thousand 663 children
in the age group of 15 to
18 years have been ad-
ministered both doses of
the vaccine. A total of 03
crore 81 lakh 10 thou-
sand 895 doses of Covid-
19 vaccine have been ad-
ministered so far across
the state (till March 3rd)
in both age groups, in-
cluding first and second
and precautionary
doses.

82% adult population in Ch’garh
fully vaccinated against Covid-19

43% eligible
teenagers vaccinated
with both doses

100%er cent adult
population of the
state jabbed with
first dose of precau-
tion doses of Covid-
19 vaccine adminis-
tered to 3.79 lakh
people
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Raipur, Mar 04:
Chhattisgarh on
Wednesday reported 153
COVID-19 cases at a posi-
tivity rate of 0.73 per
cent, taking the tally to
11,51,126, while the death
toll increased by one to
reach 14,029, an official
said.

The recovery count
stood at 11,35,968 after 17
people were discharged
from hospitals and 293
completed home isola-
tion during the day, leav-
ing the state with 1,129
active cases, he said.

“Bilaspur recorded 22
cases, followed by Korba
17, Raipur 15,

Kabirdham 13, Durg 12,
Bastar nine, Dhamtari
six, Rajnandgaon four,
Balod three, Bemetara
two and Jashpur one,
among other districts.
No case was reported in
seven districts,” the offi-
cial said.

With 20,905 samples ex-
amined during the day,
the tally of tests carried
out so far went up to
1,71,37,433, he added.
Chhattisgarh’s coron-
avirus figures are as fol-
lows: Positive cases
11,51,126, new cases 153,
death toll 14,029, recov-
ered 11,35,968, active
cases 1,129, today tests
20,905, total tests
1,71,37,433.

Ch’garh sees 153 COVID-19
cases, 1 death, 310 recoveries
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Raipur, Mar 04: Nava
Raipur Atal Nagar
Development Authority
will start the process of
distribution of 1200 to 2500
square feet residential
land lease to the project af-
fected-farmers as per their
eligibility from March 7.
The Board of Directors of
the Authority has accept-
ed six major recommenda-

tions made by the Cabinet
Committee constituted by
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel, in the 69th meet-
ing held on February 25.
Orders have also been is-
sued for implementation
of the same.

These recommenda-
tions have been made in
the view of demands made
by the New Capital
Project-Affected Farmers
Welfare Committee. This
include distribution of
land lease, allotment of
1200 to 2500 square feet of
residential land as per eli-
gibility, and relaxation in
the conditions of imple-
mentation of Village
Development Plan for allo-
cating government land
wherever it is encroached.

Similarly, for the settle-
ment of audit objections
in favor of farmers, the

Board of Director has de-
cided to consider as proof
the Patwari document in
respect of irrigated and
non-irrigated land and the
report of the forester re-
garding trees. Besides, the
Board of Directors have
also agreed to put condi-
tion in the upcoming ten-
ders of Nava Raipur Atal
Nagar Development
Authority that 60 per cent
employees must be from
the affected-village.

It was also decided in
the meeting that 75 per
cent shops, ‘Gumti’ plat-
forms and halls built in
various sectors of Nava
Raipur Atal Nagar will be
allotted to the project-af-
fected families at cost
price through lottery by
inviting applications from
the concerned. It has also
been recommended to re-

lieve the requirements of
permission for the pur-
chase and sale of land in
the villages of Layer-11 of
Nava Raipur Atal Nagar.
Instructions have been
given to complete all these
processes in the next three
months. The tentative date
for distribution of land
lease has also been fixed
by the authority.
According to the tentative
dates, distribution of ‘pat-
tas’ will be done in
Kayabandha on 7 March,
Navagaon (Khapri) on 11
March, Rakhi on 16
March, Jhanj on March 22,
Khapri on March 25,
Kotrabhantha on March
31, Rico on April 4, Chicha
on April 8, Sendh on April
13, Chhatauna on April 19,
Navagaon (Khutera) on
April 25, Tuta on April 29
and Uparwara on May 4.

Distribution of residential land lease
to the farmers from March 7

Affected by the
Nava Raipur Capital
Project 

Eligible affected-
farmers will be
allotted 1200 to
2500 square feet 
of residential land

Raipur, Mar 03: Adani
Enterprises Limited
(AEL) has been con-
ferred with
Chhattisgarh Excellence
Award 2021-22 in the cat-
egory of Safety, Health
and Environment (SHE).

An event organized by
Confederation of Indian
Industry (CII)
Chhattisgarh at Raipur
today, AEL’s Parsa East
Kete Basen (PEKB)
Open Mine was awarded
for the highest efforts of
SHE. The award was re-

ceived by Mr. Atul
Kumar Gupta - Manager,
Mr. Kanak Aggarwal -
Assistant Manager and
Mr. Siddab Manoria -
Senior Engineer on bel-
half of AEL.

It to be mentioned that
AEL is engaged in min-
ing development and op-
erator of PEKB open-
cast allotted to
Rajasthan Rajya Vidyut
Utpadan Nigam Limited
which it has acquired
through competitive bid-
ding.

AEL got Ch’garh
Excellence Award in the

category of SHE

Raipur, Mar 04: Lt
Chaitanya Dubey, son of
veteran Col. AK Dubey
from Raipur , Chhattisgarh
joined 24 Medium SP regi-
ment in Dec 1997.

He was performing the
duties of Forward
Observation Officer with
‘B’ sqn of the 84 Armoured
Regiment during exercise
“Garam Hawaa” on the

Indo-Pak border in the
harsh deserts of Rajasthan 

On May 5, 2000 at around
2145 hrs, Lt Chaitanya
Dubey made the supreme
sacrifice while trying to ne-
gotiate his tank through a
sandstorm- when the tank
toppled over. Lt Chaitanya
Dubey has found a place of
tribute in Smriti Van at
raipur. His course mates,
gunner officers, army per-
sonnel from HQ COSA, vet-
erans and citizens of
Raipur joined at Chaitanya
Upvan to pay tributes on
the occasion of his birth
anniversary here on
Thursday.

Lt. Chaitanya Dubey
offered rich tributes

By his course mates,
gunner officers,
army personnel
from HQ COSA, vet-
erans and citizens 
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Lara, Mar 04: To high-
light the importance of
safety to avoid any work-
place mishaps and encour-
age people to inculcate
safety culture in everyday
life, National safety day
celebrated at NTPC Lara
on March 4th. Manish
Srivastav, Deputy Director
(Industrial Health &
Safety) Raigarh unfurled
the safety flag and address
the gathering on impor-
tance of industrial safety
and gave importance on
identifying the safety haz-
ards in their workplace.
Accident-free workplace is
our prime objective to cele-
brate this programme and
it is possible when we

shall adapt zero tolerance
to compromise on small
safety hazards.

Alok Gupta, Executive
Director, NTPC Lara ad-
ministered the safety
pledge to the gathering
and appeal all employees
and contract workers not
to accept any work condi-
tion where safety is com-
promised. They should im-
mediately inform the high-
er authority against the
agency or employee. NTPC
adapt safety first policy

and zero tolerance on com-
promising it. And this is
our duty to implement this
in our workplace.

This year theme is
“Nurture young minds
Develop a safety culture”.
On emphasizing the theme
of this year, various pro-
grammes, competitions
will be organized among
employees, children,
housewives and contract
labours to raise awareness
on safety.

For implementation of

safety practices inside
plant and township area
various groups have been
formed under different de-
partments and agency and
contract labour working
under them. Contract
agencies and implement-
ing departments were
awarded by Chief Guest,
Manish Srivastav, Deputy
Director (Industrial
Health & Safety) in the
presence of Alok Gupta,
Executive Director, GMs
and senior officials.

National Safety Day 2022 celebrated at NTPC Lara 

RRaaiippuurr,,  MMaarr  0044::  A Series of E-
Guest Lectures was organized
by Columbia College, Raipur
for the students of B.Ed. and
D.El.Ed. In which the eminent
professors of various colleges
were invited for the speech. 

Dr. (Smt.) Mohana Sushant
Pandit, HOD, Department of
Education, Bhilai Mahila
Mahavidyalaya, Bhilai deliv-
ered a lecture on the topic
“Curriculum and Life Skill”.

She explained how study skills
and student life problems are
related and how we can devel-
op skills to overcome them. 

Dr. B. G. Nair, Asst. Prof.,
Vivekananda Institute of
Education, Kota, Raipur deliv-
ered a lecture on “Idealism”.
Explaining the principles of
idealism, she asked to know
himself first to become ideal by
giving examples of Satyam,
Shivam, Sundaram. 

The Principal of
Vivekananda Institute of
Education, Kota, Raipur, Mrs.
Rashmi Patel, while giving a
lecture on the topic Method of
Skill Development (Nai-Talim)”,
made the pupil teachers aware
of various skills based on
Mahatma Gandhi’s Nai-Talim
education system. All the pupil
teachers present in these lec-
tures asked their questions and
doubts to the subject experts,
which were also resolved.
Columbia College Principal Dr.
Arun Kumar Dubey and all the
teachers were present in these
lectures.

E-Guest lecture organized
at Columbia College

Bilaspur, Mar 04:
International Women’s
Day celebrations will be
organized in Guru
G h a s i d a s
Vishwavidyalaya (Central
University) on March 08,
2022 at 10 am in Silver
Jubilee Auditorium. The
theme of International
Women’s Day 2022 is
‘Gender Equality Today
for a Sustainable
Tomorrow’.

The Chief Guest of the
program will be Padma
Shri Mokshada (Mamata)
Chandrakar, Vice-
Chancellor Indira Kala
Sangeet Vishwavidyalaya,
Khairagarh. Prof.
Nilambari Dave, former
Vice-Chancellor and Head
of Department,
Department of Home
Science, Saurashtra
University Rajkot will be
present as a Special Guest.
The Seed Statement will
be delivered by Prof. Aarti

Srivastava from Higher
and Vocational Education
Department, NIEEPA New
Delhi. Mrs. Meenakshi
Tuteja Founder and
Director, Meenakshi
Salons and Academy will
also be present in the
order of special guests.

The Chief Patron of the
program will be the
Honorable Vice-
Chancellor of the
University, Professor Alok
Kumar Chakrawal and the
Patron will be the
Registrar, Prof. Shailendra
Kumar. The program Co-
convener is Dr. Bharti
Ahirwar, Head of the
Department of Pharmacy.

The Deans, Heads of
Departments, Officers,
teachers, staff, research
scholars and students of
various Schools of the
University will participate
in this program to be or-
ganized in the Silver
Jubilee Auditorium.

Int’nl Women’s
Day 2022 to be held

on Mar 08

More than 19.42
cr approved for
Aagar irrigation
Raipur, Mar 04: The
state government has
sanctioned Rs. 19
crore 42 lakh 27 thou-
sand for the works of
Aagar irrigation
scheme in Mungeli
district.

Under the scheme,
CC lining work will
be done till the end of
the canal. Once the
work is completed,
the farmers will get
an irrigation facili-
ties for 3645 designat-
ed area.
Administrative ap-
proval from Ministry
of Water Resources
D e p a r t m e n t ,
Mahanadi Bhawan
has been issued to
Chief Engineer
Hasdeo Cachar
Water Resources
Department Bilaspur
for getting the work
done.



CRPF holds civic action programme
Central Chronicle News

Konta, Mar 04: Under
the direction of Nitin
Kumar, Commandant
219th Corps CRPF, Havan
Poojan, Bhandara and
Civic Action Program was
organized at Kotacheru
Camp on the auspicious
occasion of Maha
Shivratri.

On this auspicious occa-
sion of Maha Shivratri,
after the completion of
Havan Puja, about 250 vil-
lagers of village-
Kurtipara, Sarpanchpara,
Patelpara, Kotacheru and
nearby were fed food in
the bhandara which in-
cluded delicious food like
Puri, Vegetable, Rice,

Sweets etc.
After that mosquito

nets, solar lights, portable
radio sets were distrib-
uted to about 250 villagers
of Kurtipara,
Sarpanchpara, Patelpara,
Kotacheru and nearby
areas through the Civic
Action Program.

The various develop-
ment schemes being run
by the Government of
India and the State
Governments and their
benefits were made aware.
Along with this, medi-
cines were distributed by
treating common diseases
like cold, cough, fever,
high blood pressure, body
ache, joint pain, chronic
wounds/wounds, sore

throat and malaria
through medical camps
for better health of the vil-
lagers. .

Vi l l a g e - Ku r t i p a r a ,
Sarpanchpara, Patelpara,

Kottacheru and all the
surrounding villagers
participated in the civic
action program organized
by 219th Corps Corp.
Along with this, the neces-

sary measures for the pre-
vention of deadly diseases
like increasing corona in-
fection, dengue and
malaria were told by the
doctor, 219 V Vahini.

On this occasion R
Rahul, (Senior Medical
Officer), Pradeep Kumar
Singha (Assistant
C o m m a n d a n t ) ,
Subordinate Officer and
219th Corps CRPF and
other personnel of the
force were present. In this
event, all the nearby vil-
lagers took part enthusi-
astically, which shows
that the trust in the gov-
ernment is increasing
among the villagers in
this area and the common
citizens and the CRPF.

Start income oriented activities
in Gouthan, says Katara
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Bijapur, Mar 04:
Collector Rajendra Kumar
Katara conducted surprise
inspection of Gouthan in
Gram Panchayat Itapal
area of Bijapur block on
Thursday and took infor-
mation from departmental
officers about various in-
come-oriented activities
being carried out in the
'Gouthan' and granted
sanction for various other
works. He also held talks
with the members of
WSHGs and 'Gouthan'
samiti members and moti-
vated them to carry out
management of economic
activities in the 'Gouthan'
smoothly.

On this occasion he gave
instructions to carry out
'goat-rearing', 'Kadaknath
murgi', 'Bater Palan', 'fish
farming', vegetables, brick
manufacturing, 'chana-
murra' making and others.
To provide necessary re-
sources for goat, poultry
and masala and cement
and brick unit, he gave
necessary instructions to

the officers to provide con-
sultation from time to
time.

CEO District Panchayat
Ravi Kumar Sahu ap-
prised Collector about the
work plan for various ac-
tivities being carried out
in model 'Gouthan' -Itapal.
Presently the female mem-
bers of WSHGs are carry-
ing out poultry farming

and egg production in the
'Gouthan' and with this
the Group is able to sell
around 1 lakh eggs. The
members of the Group are
regularly seeing the man-
agement of economic ac-
tivities in the 'Gouthan.

Collector Katara held the
need to take help from dis-
trict administration in
order to strengthen rural
economy. Sarpanch
Jagbandhu Manjhi present
on the occasion informed
that by carrying out other
economic activities in the
'Gouthan',the source of in-
come for the villagers
would increase. During
this inspection CEO
Janpad Panchayat Fagesh
Sinha, Dy. Director Animal
Husbandry and Agri-deptt,
Horticulture, Agriculture
Science Centre, and other
departmental officers were
present.

‘Mahashivratri’ celebrated with fervour

Central Chronicle News

Dongargaon, Mar 04:
The festival of
Mahashivratri was cele-
brated with religious fer-
vour here on Tuesday. On
this occasion there was
huge crowd of devotees
witnessed in Lord Shiva's
temple. The two-day long
'Mahashivratri' festival in
city concluded here on
Wednesday. On Tuesday, a
massive 'Barat' of Baba
Mahakal was taken out by

Mahakal Mitra Mandal
along with attractive
tableau and instruments
and DJs playing religious
tunes. This 'Barat' started
from south-facing Lord
Hanuman's temple in
Kilapara and concluded at
Gyatri Mandir premises
passing through main
thoroughfares of city and
was finally immersed.

Here the devotees of-
fered prayer to Baba
Mahakal and the Shiva's
devotees continued to

throng the Shiva's temple
from morning till evening
hours. At 'Shiva Shakti
Kunj' in Kilapahadi area of
city, massive prayers were
offered to Baba Mahakal
along with 'Rudra-ab-
hishekh' and 'Bhandara'
and 'mahaprasadi'. In the
same way, in the
'Shivalaya' at Durga tem-
ple, the devotees per-
formed prayers for four
times.

It is notable here that for
last two years due to Covid

pandemic, this was for the
first time devotees in large
number gathered and en-
thusiastically took part in
all the rituals for
'Mahashivratri'.

On this day in
Sewatpara the idol of
'Mahakal' was established
and after prayers and
other rituals, it was im-
mersed on Wednesday.
This year idol of Shivling
was established at Cinema
line and it was pending 
for long

Conducts surprise
inspection of ideal
‘Gouthan’ Itapal
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Special sanitation drive held

Central Chronicle News

Korba, Mar 04: Under the
ongoing 'Swachchata
Abhiyan', special sanita-
tion drive was carried out
in ward No. 22 of HIG
Colony and Shivajinagar to
'Kathal Garden' under
'Kosabadi' Zone of KMC
here on Thursday.

Along with cleaning, the
denizens of the ward were
asked for due cooperation
in sanitation by visiting
door-to-door and created
awarness among people of
ward about sanitation and
cleanliness.

Members of Rotary Club
also gave participation in
this special campaign and
even tok part in the sanita-
tion and public awareness
drive.

It is worthwhile to men-

tion here that it is under
guidance of Mayor
Rajkishore Yadav and
Commissioner Prabhakar
Pandey, KMC has launched
special sanitation drive in
all wards of KMC from Feb
10 to March 31.

In this series, the drains
were cleaned from the bot-

tom, all the shrubs and
wild grass by the side of
road was cleaned and C&D
waste was lifted, the waste
generated from drains and
debris was also immediate-
ly lifted and disposed off.

Corporator Anuj
Jaiswal, Upper
Commissioner Khanjanchi

Kumar, Zone
Commissioner RK
Maheshwari, Health officer
Dr Sanjay Tiwari, Sunil
Verma, Prakash Chandra,
Vikram Agrawal, and their
team and other members of
Rotary Club and
'Swachchata mitrs' took
part in cleaning activities.

In ward No. 22 in HIG
Colony, Shivajinagar
and upto Kathal garden

Central Chronicle News

Anwari, Mar 04: The
corporator ward No. 12 of
Nagar Panchayat
Bhakhara submitted a
memorandum to the
Nayab Tehsildar Bhupesh
Chandrakar to keep the
reserved land in Haat-
Bazar of Bhakhara safe
and secured.

In the application it
was mentioned that in
the land kept reserved in
'Haat-Bazar' of Nagar
Panchayat Bhakhara,
some people have en-
croached upon and a
complaint in this regard
was lodged earlier also,
but till date no firm ac-
tion has been taken by

the Nagar Panchayat ad-
ministration.

Despite having place in
the heard of Nagar pan-
chayat Bhakhara in
'Haat- bazar' the market
is being opened in gener-
al street and this is caus-
ing lot of resentment
among the residents
from Bhakhara to
Bhateli.

As per information in
this regard, the Nagar
Panchayat Bhakhara in-
stead of keeping the pro-
posed land area of 'haat-
bazar' safe and taking
firm action against the
encroachers, they are
dilly-delaying the same
and leaving scope open
for encroachment by 
others.

Kept reserved for
‘Haat-Bazar’ earlier 

Corporator urges to
keep land safeArang, Mar 04: The at-

mosphere of village
Siwani, under
Mandirhasaud Police
Station area is disturbed
due to sale of illegal
liquor and other nar-
cotics, particularly ganja.

The liquor sale activity
is conducted on the main
road Gaudi to Siwani, just
in front of the paddy
Procurement Centre, by a
father son duo. The vil-
lagers have alleged that
no permanent action is
being taken on the ac-
cused and both sarpanch
of village Gaudi and
Siwani have seeked police
action into the matter.

The village with a popu-
lation of about three thou-
sand falls on Raipur
Aarang National
Highway, which makes it
a route heavily used by
commuters, heavy
movers and students
alike.

Demand of action
against illegal

liquor sale

Shri Ramcharitmanas teaches 
the art of living life: Harshita

Central Chronicle News

Takhatpur, Mar  04: On
the seventh day of Shri
Ramcharitmanas Akhand
Navdha Ramayana pro-
gram, Harshita Pandey, for-
mer President of Women's
Commission, joined to lis-
ten to the story of
Ramcharitmanas, along
with many other devotees.
Pandey was honored by
Shri Ram Gamcha by the
organizing committee. A
large number of women
and youth of village
Barela, present in the pro-
gram, listened to the story
along with the hymns of
Lord Rama.

Addressing the devotees
Harshita Pandey, said that
Lord Shri Ram is our ado-
ration and whose story
teaches us the art of living
life. There have been so
many kings in the world,
whose story is not listened
the way Lord Ram's story

is listened for nine long
days, sitting on the ,and
this is because Ram Raja
was a great king who in-

spires us all towards the
kingdom of Ram.

Talking on Ayodhya and
Ram Janmabhoomi she

said, after waiting for 500
years we got the privilege
of seeing the construction
of the temple of Lord Ram.

We all are fortunate to
have got the privilege of
seeing the temple being
built, and the contribution
of village Barela for the
temple, is worth praising.
Pradeep Kaushik, Anil
Singh Thakur, Komal
Singh Thakur, Ajay Yadav,
Tilak Devangan, Nohar
Singh Thakur, Sanjay
Nirmalkar, Kishan
Pandey, Vishal
V i s h w a k a r m a ,
Bhuneshwar Patel, Nitesh
Patel, Gajendra Thakur,
Karthik Sahu, Nurita
Kaushik were present in
the program and were ac-
corded welcome by the or-
ganizing committee. A
large number of devotees
present in the program,
danced to the tune of Lord
Shri Ram and listened to
His splendid life story.

Use items produced by women SHG’s
in the mid-day meal scheme: Collector

Central Chronicle News

Sukma, Mar  04: Under
the chairmanship of
District Collector Vineet
Nandanwar, the weekly
deadline meeting was held
in the meeting room of the
District Collectorate. In
the meeting, he received
one-to-one information
from the officials regard-
ing the pending cases and
gave necessary directions
to the concerned regard-
ing disposal.

In the meeting, the
Collector also received in-
formation about the activi-
ties conducted for the eco-
nomic progress of the
women of self-help groups
in the Gauthans estab-
lished under the ambi-
tious Narva, Garuva,
Ghuruwa, Bari scheme of
the state government. He
also instructed to use the
items produced by the
women of self-help groups
in the mid-day meal

scheme in schools.
He instructed to conduct

continuous inspection
along with taking action to
deduct the salary of the
employee-officer who did
not reach the office within
the stipulated time. During
the review of the vaccina-
tion of Covid Booster
Dose, he directed the re-
maining beneficiaries to
be vaccinated on time and
directed the concerned of-
ficials to expedite the vac-
cination.

The Collector received
information from all the
District CEO, Nagar
Panchayat and
Municipality CMO and
Labor Department regard-
ing the identification of el-
igible beneficiary girls
under the new scheme
"Noni Empowerment
Assistance Scheme". He
said that no eligible girl
child should be deprived of
the benefits of this
scheme.

In the meeting, the

Collector also received in-
formation regarding the
formation of Rajiv Yuva
Mitan Club and gave nec-
essary instructions re-
garding its formation.
Similarly, he reviewed the
progress of other public
welfare schemes including
Kisan Credit Card, Jal
Jeevan Mission, Chief
Minister Haat Bazar Clinic
Scheme, Public Service
Guarantee Act and gave
necessary instructions to
the concerned.



APPEAR FOR EXAM

Students, including those wearing hijabs, appear for HSC Boards exam 
at Maharashtra College, in Mumbai, Friday.
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BRIEF
Dared

Jaipur: A 27-year-old
woman with criminal
antecedents was ar-
rested from
Rajasthan’s Nagaur
after she posted pic-
tures of her firing bul-
lets on social media.
The accused Kamla
Chaudhary had post-
ed the video on social
media. In a live chat a
couple of days ago,
she had announced
that she consumed ec-
stasy, a banned sub-
stance, and dared the
police to take action
against her. A case
under the Arms Act
and IT Act was regis-
tered.

Gutted
Thane: Six shanties
located in a slum
colony in Thane city’s
Kalwa were gutted in
a fire triggered by a
gas cylinder explo-
sion, but nobody was
injured in the inci-
dent. The incident
took place at Gholai
Nagar after two cylin-
ders exploded and
there was leakage
from another cylinder,
chief of Thane
Municipal
Corporation’s
Regional Disaster
Management Cell
(RDMC) Avinash
Sawant said. Exact
cause behind the inci-
dent is being ascer-
tained.

Held
Gurugram: Police ar-
rested a man for al-
legedly killing his live-
in partner, almost four
years after he killed
her husband.
Surender alias
Dudhiya was in a rela-
tionship with a
woman named Kamla
since 2014. After her
husband Mahesh
learnt about their af-
fair, Surender hatched
a plan to eliminate
him. The two men sat
together over some
drinks after which
Surender killed him
in South West Delhi.
He then dumped
Mahesh’s body.

Thefts
Ghaziabad: Two stu-
dents and a jeweller
were arrested for rob-
bing and purchasing
of stolen jewellery in
Kavi Nagar police sta-
tion limits here.
Kuldeep and
Nishanth, II year BBA
students, used to al-
legedly snatch jew-
ellery, especially gold
chains, from passers-
by and sell it to jew-
eller Lalit Soni, a resi-
dent of Morta village
here, at throwaway
prices to fulfil their in-
dulgences, such as im-
ported liquor, circle of-
ficer (city) Awneesh
Kumar said.

Case
Indore: A case was
registered against a
priest and two
women for allegedly
stopping a Dalit
woman from offering
prayers at a Shiva
temple in Madhya
Pradesh’s Khargone
district, police said.
The woman, a college
student, alleged that
she was not allowed
to offer prayers at a
public temple at
Temla village on
Mahashivratri due to
her caste.

Reunify
New Delhi: A BJP
member in the party-
ruled North Delhi
Municipal
Corporation suggest-
ed that unifying the
three civic bodies
again will be a “good”
move and claimed that
it will “solve” a lot of
issues faced by the
NDMC.

Shimla, Mar 04 (PTI):

Presenting the Budget
for 2022-23 in the state
Assembly, Himachal
Pradesh Chief Minister
Jai Ram Thakur on Friday
announced to increase
monthly old-age pension
amount from Rs 1,001 to Rs
1,500. Presenting his fifth
and last budget of the cur-
rent government, Thakur
also announced to de-
crease the age limit from
70 years to 60 years for
availing such pension,
without any income limit.

Thakur, who also hold
the state’s finance portfo-
lio, also announced to in-
crease the Member of
Legislative Assembly
Local Area Development
Scheme (MLALAD) fund
from the existing Rs 1.80
crore to Rs 2 crore.

The MLALAD fund has
been increased by Rs 20
lakh in the Budget, which
is the last one before the
next Assembly elections
scheduled to be held in
December. Thakur stated
that a total of Rs 90 lakh

increase had been made in
the MLALAD fund during
his government.

The chief minister also
announced to increase the
discretionary grant for
MLAs from Rs 10 lakh to
Rs 12 lakh per annum for
the next fiscal.

On the health sector, the
chief minister declared to
create 500 new posts for
doctors in the state.

Thakur announced that
a provision would be made
whereby the Himcare
Card for availing free
health services for various

ailments will be required
to be renewed after three
years instead of every
year.

Honorarium for Mayor,
Deputy Mayor and coun-
cillors in municipal corpo-
rations has been increased
from Rs 12,000 to Rs 15,000,
from Rs 8,500 to Rs 10,000
and from Rs 5,050 to Rs
6,050 per month, respec-
tively, he added.

He announced that that
Sardar Patel University in
the Mandi district would
start functioning in April
2022. Thakur also an-

nounced to construct 1000
new Anganwadi Bhawans
in the state.

A total of 789 plans from
NABARD worth Rs 3,200
crore was approved during
the five-year tenure of the
previous Congress govern-
ment, whereas that during
the current government
stood at Rs 3,452 crore for
826 plans, he added.

Meanwhile, The New
Pension Scheme
Karamchari Mahasangh
has withdrawn its call to
gherao the Himachal
Pradesh Assembly on
Friday.

There is no plan of any
protest in Shimla, and the
agitation will be intensi-
fied after deciding the fu-
ture course of action,
Mahasangh chief Pradeep
Thakur stated in a press
statement here.

Earlier, the Mahasangh
had planned to continue
its dharna outside the
state Assembly on Friday
too. However, the police re-
moved them from the
dharna site on Thursday
night.

HP to reduce age limit for pension
to 60 years, amount hiked

Himachal Pradesh CM Jai Ram Thakur arrives to present
the state Budget in the Assembly, in Shimla, Friday.

Bengaluru, Mar 04
(PTI): Karnataka Chief
Minister Basavaraj
Bommai has proposed no
increase in taxes in the
Budget 2022-23 presented

by him in the state
Legislative Assembly on
Friday.

In his maiden budget,
the Chief Minister who
also holds the Finance
portfolio has expressed his
government’s commit-
ment for the implementa-
tion of the Mekedatu proj-

ect across river Cauvery, to
which neighbouring Tamil
Nadu is opposed to, and
has provided Rs 1,000 crore
for it this year. With just a
year left for the Assembly
polls in the state, this is
most likely to be the last
full-fledged budget ahead
of the elections.

No hike in taxes in Karnataka Budget
Rs 1,000 crore for 
Mekedatu project 

Mumbai, Mar 04 (PTI):

Noisy scenes were wit-
nessed in the
Maharashtra Legislative
Assembly on Friday as the
opposition BJP targeted
the MVA government over
its refusal to seek state
minister Nawab Malik’s
resignation and blamed it
for the Supreme Court’s
rejection of the interim
report of a panel on politi-
cal quota for Other
Backward Classes (OBCs).

The House was ad-
journed for the day after
BJP members and leaders
of the ruling Maha Vikas
Aghadi (MVA) indulged in
slogan-shouting against
each other over the two is-
sues. Before being ad-

journed for the day, the
Assembly saw two ad-
journments.

The Supreme Court on
Thursday said it is “not
possible” to permit any
authority to act upon the
recommendation made in
the interim report of the
state Backward Classes
Commission, which has
said that up to 27 per cent
reservation can be grant-

ed to the OBCs in the local
bodies in Maharashtra,
subject to the condition
that the total quota shall
not exceed 50 per cent
limit.

As soon as the Lower
House assembled on
Friday, Leader of
Opposition Devendra
Fadnavis raised the OBC
quota issue through an ad-
journment notice.

Maha Assembly adjourned after
uproar over OBC quota issue

BJP leaders protest against Maha Vikas Aghadi govern-
ment at the Assembly, on the second day of budget ses-
sion, in Mumbai, Friday.

Demand for Nawab
Malik’s resignation
also made

New Delhi, Mar 04 (PTI):

More than 39,000 vehi-
cles were towed away by
the Delhi Traffic Police in
the last three months since
it introduced a new system
of sharing information
about pit locations with
vehicle owners via SMS,
police said on Friday.

With effect from
December 1, 2021, Delhi
Traffic Police officials
said, a new system has
started wherein informa-
tion is shared with owners
of towed vehicles via SMS
on their registered mobile
numbers about the status
of their vehicles and pit lo-
cations.

According to the data,
39,155 vehicles were towed
away by the Delhi Traffic
Police from December
1,2021 to February 28, 2022.

Soon, the Delhi Traffic
Police will also start send-
ing SMS alerts about the

chowks where the towed
vehicles are taken first be-
fore being deposited at the
pits.

Earlier, when vehicles
were towed away, people
would file a missing com-
plaint or lodge a complaint
about vehicle theft, said
Suman Nalwa, Delhi
Police Public Relations
Officer.

“In this new system, our
traffic department sends a
message immediately to
the registered mobile
number of the towed vehi-
cle owner informing that
his/her vehicle is at this
particular pit in Delhi so
that they can pay their
challans and get their ve-
hicles back without any
difficulty,”she said.

Out of the total vehicles
towed away, there were
18,987 two-wheelers, 13,730

private cars, 4,175 three-
wheelers, and 1,279 com-
mercial cars and vans, the
data showed.

The analysis of the data
showed that 838 large
goods vehicle (LGV), 69
Heavy Transport Vehicle
(HTV), 42 Medium goods
vehicle (MGV), 13 buses
and six other category ve-
hicles were also towed
away.

Deputy Commissioner
of Police, Traffic
(Modernisation), S K
Singh said, “Most of the
owners of towed vehicles
earlier used to file lost re-
ports. Now, with this new
system, they immediately
get a notice and can take
their vehicle from Traffic
circles.”

“We are also in the
process of sending cur-
rent locations.

Delhi Traffic Police sets up new 
system for towed vehicles

Vehicles towed from a 
no-parking zone in Delhi.

Chennai, Mar 04 (PTI):

All the 20 mayoral candi-
dates of the ruling DMK
and its ally Congress’
nominee, an autorickshaw
driver, on Friday were
elected in indirect polls to
the top posts in civic bod-
ies in Tamil Nadu and
they took charge.

Priya Rajan, the ruling
party’s nominee was elect-
ed unopposed and she took
charge as Chennai mayor
in the presence of state
ministers Ma
Subramanian, a former
mayor, and PK Sekar
Babu.

The 28-year old woman
is the first Dalit person to
become the mayor of

Greater Chennai
Corporation (GCC). A
postgraduate in com-
merce, she is also the
youngest to assume office
as Chennai mayor.

She was administered
the oath of office by
Principal Secretary and

GCC Commissioner
Gagandeep Singh Bedi at
the Ripon Building. Sekar
Babu and Subramanian
presented a mace to R
Priya, the third woman
mayor of Chennai and
49th mayor of the corpora-
tion.

All DMK mayoral candidates
emerge victorious

R Priya of DMK becomes Mayor of Greater Chennai Corporation on Friday.

Registrar leaves office after
84 hrs from Visva Bharati

Shantiniketan, Mar 04 (PTI):

Visva Bharati registrar
Asish Agarwal left his office
in the university campus at
Santiniketan after 84 hours
in the presence of policemen
even as a section of students
continued their sit-in at the
campus for over 96 hours de-
manding the reopening of
hostels which are closed
since the lockdown. The reg-
istrar left his office after
Calcutta High Court asked
the police to ensure that the
officers of the central uni-
versity are not obstructed
from performing their duty

or the registrar from moving
freely in Shantiniketan by
the students. The official
said the personnel from the
local police station left the
campus after the registrar
went to his official residence
and only Visva Bharati secu-
rity personnel, who regular-
ly man the gates and are in
charge of security, are pres-
ent as usual.

Asish Agarwal

Gujarat Congress MLAs walkout
to protest suspension of MLA

Gandhinagar, Mar 04 (PTI):

Opposition Congress
staged a walkout in the
Gujarat Assembly on
Friday after senior party
legislator Punja Vansh was
suspended for seven days
for using unparliamentary
words against Minister of
State for Home Harsh
Sanghavi.

Though Vansh had ten-
dered an apology and with-
drew his words as directed
by Speaker Nimaben
Acharya, the ruling BJP
insisted on his suspension
for using a derogatory
word for the minister dur-
ing the Question Hour.

Not satisfied with the
replies given by state
Agriculture Minister

Raghavji Patel during the
question hour, Congress
MLA Naushad Solanki sat
on the floor of the House.

Following this, Sanghavi
had asked him not to in-
dulge in such hooliganism
and stated that the House
was not a Congress party
office.

Angered by the remark,
senior MLA Vansh asked
Sanghavi to refrain from
using such language, and
further accused the minis-
ter of using “tapori” lan-
guage in the House, which
the BJP found derogatory
and unparliamentary.

Comparing the state
home minister with a
“tapori” (vagabond) led to
a huge uproar in the
House.

Mumbai, Mar 04 (PTI):

The Bombay High Court
on Friday restrained the
Pune police from taking any
coercive action against IPS
officer Rashmi Shukla till
March 25 in connection
with the FIR registered
against her recently in an
alleged phone tapping case.

A bench of Justices SS
Shinde and Nitin Borkar
said that Shukla deserved to
be granted protection from
arrest in the case until fur-
ther orders, since prima
facie it appeared that she
had been “singled out” in
the present FIR registered
against her last week by the
Bund Garden police station
in Pune.

The bench also noted in

its order that the said FIR
had been registered against
Shukla after a considerable
delay.

It took note of Shukla’s
counsel and senior advocate
Mahesh Jethmalani that
though the alleged incident
of illegal phone tapping had
taken place over three years

ago, the Pune police’s FIR
was registered against
Shukla only on February 25
this year.

Jethmalani further said
that while several other offi-
cers of the Maharashtra po-
lice had been involved in ob-
taining the sanction for put-
ting certain phone numbers
under surveillance, the FIR
had been registered only
against Shukla.

The Maharashtra govern-
ment’s counsel YP Yagnik,
however, opposed Shukla’s
request for interim protec-
tion from arrest. He further
sought some time to file a
reply to her plea saying that
a copy of the petition had
been served to him only on
Thursday. Yagnik urged the
high court not to pass any

interim orders on the plea.
The bench, however, said
that Shukla had made a
case fit for ad-interim relief
and that in passing its order,
the high court was merely
following the mandate of
the Supreme Court. “We
will pass appropriate or-
ders. As per the petitioner’s
submissions, you (state po-
lice) are filing the FIR after
three-and-a-half years of
the alleged cause of action,”
the HC said. “Is it not a case
of malafide action that
while apparently several of-
ficers are involved, the FIR
is filed against only one offi-
cer? She is a serving IPS of-
ficer, holding a responsible
post in Andhra Pradesh.
Where is the scope of her
absconding?” it said.

Rashmi Shukla has alleged political vendetta in case

Rashmi Shukla

Bad roads, stray cattle, inflation
pose challenge for BJP

Jaunpur, Mar 04 (PTI):

With the SP, BSP and the
Congress fielding Muslim
candidates from the
Jaunpur Sadar seat in
Uttar Pradesh, the BJP
nominee hopes to find a
less difficult road to the
Assembly due to a likely di-
vision of votes.

However, issues of bad
roads, daily traffic conges-
tions in the city, inflation,
unemployment and stray
cattle can pose a problem
for sitting BJP MLA Girish
Yadav, who has been fielded
again from the seat by the
party.

Yadav is a minister in the
Yogi Adityanath govern-

ment in the state. Voting in
Jaunpur will be held on
March 7 in the last phase of
the ongoing Uttar Pradesh
polls. Among the major

parties, the Samajwadi
Party (SP) has fielded
Mohammad Arshad Khan,
BSP Salim Khan and the
Congress Nadeem Javed.

Congress party roadshow in Jaunpur Sadar in campaign
against sitting BJP MLA Girish Yadav.

Students 
continue sit-in
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BRIEF
Visas

Havana: US govern-
ment would resume
limited processing of
immigrant visas in
Havana more than four
years after halting that
service and removing
most diplomats from
Cuba over suspicions
they had been targeted
for mysterious attacks.
Havana embassy’s
charge d’ affaires,
Timothy Zuniga-
Brown, announced that
the consulate would
soon begin processing
some immigrant visas
for which documenta-
tion already is com-
plete.

Charged
New York: A US citi-
zen has been arrested
in London for his work
as a television producer
for a Russian oligarch
tied to Russian aggres-
sion in Ukraine over
the past eight years,
particularly in Crimea,
prosecutors an-
nounced. John Hanick,
71, was arrested in
London in what US
Attorney Damian
Williams described as
the first-ever criminal
indictment charging vi-
olation of US sanctions
resulting from Russia’s
2014 annexation of
Crimea.

Attack
Jayapura: Attackers be-
lieved to be West Papua
separatist rebels killed
eight technicians repair-
ing a remote telecommu-
nications tower in
Indonesia’s restive
Papua province. The
technicians were killed
when more than a dozen
gunmen stormed
Telkomsel’s telecommu-
nication tower while the
workers were fixing its
transceiver in the moun-
tainous village of Beoga
in Puncak district,
Papua military
spokesperson Col Aqsha
Erlangga said.

Moscow, Mar 04 (AP):

The Russian invasion of
Ukraine is the largest con-
flict that Europe has seen
since World War II, with
Russia conducting a multi-
pronged offensive across
the country.

The Russian military
has pummeled wide areas
in Ukraine with airstrikes
and has conducted major
rocket and artillery bom-
bardments, resulting in
large numbers of casual-
ties shows horror of war.

The Russian military
has used warplanes and
Kalibr (Caliber) cruise
missiles to hit facilities
throughout the country.

The Kalibr is a precision
weapon, but Ukrainian
military facilities and gov-
ernment buildings appar-
ently targeted by those
missiles in Kyiv and
Kharkiv are located close

to residential areas, result-
ing in civilian casualties.
The same applies to mis-
siles carried by Russian
warplanes, which targeted
military infrastructure in
strikes that also involved
collateral damage.

To hit key targets, the
Russian military also has
used Iskander missiles

that have a range of up to
500 kilometers and carry a
much more powerful war-
head that can destroy big
buildings and some forti-
fied facilities. Some
Iskander missiles were re-
portedly fired from the ter-
ritory of Russian ally
Belarus, which has served
as a staging ground for the

Russian invasion.
The Soviet-designed

Grad (Hail), Smerch
(Tornado) and Uragan
(Hurricane) multiple rock-
et launchers are designed
to fire a salvo of powerful
rockets to destroy concen-
trations of troops or mili-
tary equipment. Their use
against populated areas
inevitably causes heavy
casualties and major dam-
age to civilian infrastruc-
ture. The Russian military
also has a wide range of pow-
erful Soviet-designed ar-
tillery units, which were
bizarrely named after flow-
ers, such as self-propelled 203-
mm Peony and 152-mm
Hyacinth and Acacia self-pro-
pelled howitzers. The
Ukrainian military has re-
lied on the same assortment
of Soviet-built multiple rock-
et launchers and howitzers
that the Russian military
has.

Horror of war displayed with weapons use

Ukrainian Territorial Defence fighter examines a destroyed
Russian infantry mobility vehicle GAZ Tigr.

Islamabad, Mar 04 (PTI):

Pakistan is likely to re-
main on the grey list of
global money laundering
and terrorist financing
watchdog FATF until June
for failing to meet some of
the targets under the addi-
tional criteria, according to
a media report on Friday.

Pakistan has been on the
grey list of the Paris-based
Financial Action Task
Force (FATF) since June
2018 for failing to check
money laundering, leading
to terror financing, and was
given a plan of action to
complete it by October 2019.

Since then, the country
continues to be on that list
due to its failure to comply

with the FATF mandates.
The concluding session of

the plenary meeting of the
FATF is due on Friday and
includes Pakistan’s review
on the agenda, the Dawn
newspaper reported.
Pakistan is now targeting
the full completion of the
2021 action plan on anti-
money laundering and com-
bating terror financing by

the end of January 2023.
In October 2021, the FATF

acknowledged Pakistan’s
progress on a 27-point ac-
tion plan on completion of
26 items but kept the coun-
try on its increased moni-
toring list to exhibit terror
financing investigations
against and prosecutions of
top cadres of UN-designated
terror groups.

Pakistan likely to remain
on FATF’s grey list

FATF currently has 
39 members

Singapore, Mar 04 (PTI):

A third dose of the
COVID-19 vaccine is rec-
ommended for people with
a weakened immune sys-
tem, especially for organ
transplant recipients who
are least able to make anti-
bodies to fight off the
SARS-CoV-2 virus, accord-
ing to a study.

The research, published
in The BMJ, reinforces the
importance of additional
doses of the COVID-19 vac-
cine to protect people with
a weakened immune sys-
tem.

The researchers from
National University of
Singapore analysed the re-
sults of 82 observational
studies comparing the ef-
fectiveness of COVID-19
vaccines in immunocom-
promised and immuno-
competent people.

Of these studies, 77 used
mRNA vaccines, 16 viral
vector vaccines, and four
inactivated whole virus

vaccines.
After one COVID-19 vac-

cine dose, seroconversion
was found to be reduced
among immunocompro-
mised groups, except peo-
ple with HIV.
Seroconversion is the
process of making anti-
bodies after infection or
vaccination — priming the
immune system to fight off
a specific virus.

The study found that se-
roconversion rates were
about half as likely in pa-
tients with blood cancers,
immune-mediated inflam-
matory disorders, and
solid cancers compared
with immunocompetent
control.

Organ transplant recipi-
ents were 16 times less
likely to seroconvert, the
researchers said.

After a second dose, se-
roconversion was signifi-
cantly increased in pa-
tients with blood cancers,
immune-mediated inflam-
matory disorders, and

solid cancers, but re-
mained severely reduced
in transplant recipients,
with only a third achiev-
ing seroconversion, they
said.

Further review of 11
studies showed that the
third dose of a COVID-19
mRNA vaccine was associ-
ated with seroconversion
among vaccine non-re-
sponders with solid can-
cers, blood cancers, and
immune-mediated inflam-
matory disorders.

However, the response
was variable in transplant
recipients and no pub-
lished evidence was avail-
able on the effectiveness of
a third dose in people with
HIV, the researchers said.

Among the immuno-
compromised groups stud-
ied, antibody levels (titers)
were also lower than in
immunocompetent con-
trols, they said.

The researchers point to
several limitations of the
study.

Third Covid vaccine dose advised
for immuno compromised
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Leftist stance
After a brief lull another

'award wapsi gang' has
emerged comprising
Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee,
Anindya Chatterjee and
Sandhya Mukherjee, all from
West Bengal, a state once ruled
by the Leftists, who refused to
accept national civil awards
awarded to them for their dis-
tinguished services to the
nation by the Centre . We all
know that Buddhadeb
Bhattacharjee is a very fine
gentleman and a hardcore left-
ist who was the CM of West
Bengal for a decade during
whose tenure political violence
was the order of the day in the
state. A storm in the teacup like
the situation was created by
some in a few leading TV chan-
nels of the nation at this devel-
opment glorifying the above
three for their act of refusing to
accept the awards. But as a
nationalist Indian with some
knowledge about the nation's
independence struggle, I do
feel that this issue should not
be an issue at all because, the
leftists never played any role in
the nation's independence
movement. They never believe
in the constitution.
Communism and Democracy
are poles apart. The leftists'
loyalty to the nation was
always doubtful by their roles
during Chinese aggression in
1962. Their commitments to
the common people of the
nation were tested during the
1975 Emergency period, a dark
chapter of the nation's history.
Hence, I do strongly believe
that the present government's
decision to select the above
mentioned three for the
nation's civil award was wrong.
They simply do not deserve it
as they always have extra-terri-
torial loyalty.

AAsshhiimm,,  vviiaa  eemmaaiill

Wetlands
Wetlands are among the

most productive ecosystems on
the planet, providing critical
services to human society.
India nearly has 4.6% of its land
as wetlands that cover an area
of 15.26 million hectares.
Further, India is home to 47
Ramsar wetland sites of inter-
national importance. As a
result of massive industrializa-
tion and an increase in urban
population, many wetlands are
subject to anthropogenic pres-
sures, including land use. Vast
wetland areas perished due to
unsustainable human activities,
leading to global warming.
Nearly 30 per cent of natural
wetlands perished in India in
the last three decades. As
urbanization is likely to intensi-
fy, country's wetlands need
urgent protection. Much
awareness is a must to protect
the wetland ecosystems. A web
portal, wetlands of India, is
available to the stakeholders
for accessing all sorts of infor-
mation on the wetlands. Lack
of awareness and knowledge
on wetlands and their ecosys-
tem services can be blamed for
this widespread loss. The need
of the hour is to enforce strict
rules for the conservation and
wise use of wetlands.

KKrriisshhnnaa  KKuummaarr,,  vviiaa  eemmaaiill

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

WHAT THEY TWEET!

TToonngg  ZZhhaaoo@@zzhhaaoott22000055
China likely failed to predict
the war. Even many Russian
senior intel and mil officials,
as well as lots of top Russian
experts didn't seem to fore-
see the war. Given deep dis-
trust of US, China probably
dismissed the intel shared
by US as psychological war-
fare to drive wedge.

HHSSeetthh@@SSeetthhHHaassiitt
Race to join IITs is not about passion
for technology, NLUs not for interest
in law, IIMs for any interest in man-
agement, MBBS for any interest in
medicine and so on. In India, all these
are keys to upper middle class status
and income. Clamour for all these
shows lack of jobs.

MMaannoojj  KKuummaarr@@mmaannoojjkkjjhhaadduu
A big thank you to the students
coming from #Ukraine who gave a
tutorial to the regime on the dif-
ference between #Evacuations
and #Transportation.I hope the
regime learns that looking for and
creating 'optical illusion' 24X7
even in a humanitarian crisis
appears obscene. Jai Hind.

KKaauusshhaall@@kkssiinnaammddaarr
Youngsters in cities like
Mumbai are totally cut-off
from their roots. They are
fed a western outlook that is
totally irrelevant (and irrev-
erent) to our roots, lan-
guage, culture and civilisa-
tion in schools and colleges.
The education system is cre-
ating a rootless generation.

SSeelliinnaa  SSeenn@@sseelliinnaasseennwwrriitteess
Before the heat of summer..simple pleasures..my garden this morning.

TToomm  FFoowwddyy@@TToomm__FFoowwddyy
Both China and India are revert-
ing to their own currencies in
pursuing trade with Russia. The
combined population total of
these countries is 2.7 billion
people. Do the US and its allies
realize the long term strategic
consequences of this?

T he Supreme Court refused to entertain a PIL seek-
ing to disqualify Congress and Samajwadi Party

candidates in Uttar Pradesh and those of the Aam Aadmi
Party in Punjab for allegedly luring voters by offering
freebies from the exchequer. 'This is a motivated petition.
We feel there is a hidden agenda. Why are you targeting
particular parties? You should have sought general direc-
tions rather than targeting particular parties,' a Bench
led by CJI NV Ramana told the petitioner's advocate
Barun Kumar Sinha. Freebies are often promises of wel-
fare schemes for citizens. Welfare schemes certainly raise
the fiscal deficit of government finances if implemented,
but central and state governments have to take balanced
approach. Governance is not business with profit and
losses but serving of citizens. Nothing wrong in political
parties making promises in manifestos. But political par-
ties need to be careful that, manifestos are specific to state
and national policy and not just for virtue signalling to
voters. Ideally, election manifestos should be visionary
frameworks that declare policy options and aims of polit-
ical parties in any forthcoming electoral contest.
Manifestos reflect the ideological position of political
parties on varied issues of governance that can influence
prospective voters to vote in their favour. In India, elec-
tion manifestos have largely been a political template
that outlines the proposed plan of action for five years
once a party is voted to power. The legitimacy of an elec-
tion manifesto in the implementation of policies has
been a matter of debate. The accountability of mani-
festos remains a key question of reform in an electoral
democracy like ours. There are global practices in the
form of regulatory mechanisms to control the content of
election manifestos to avoid undue influence on voters.
The developed and the developing countries have devised
unique and indigenous practices to maintain fairness in
electoral competition among political parties. In the
United Kingdom, the electoral authority has the power to
issue specific guidelines for manifestos as part of cam-
paign material.

In the United States of America, political parties have
developed an internal mechanism to govern the charter of
the party. In some Asian countries like Bhutan, the
Election Commission has the power to approve the con-
tent of an election manifesto before it is in circulation for
mass consumption. In Latin American countries like
Mexico, certification, registration and validation of the
Federal Electoral Institute is mandatory for the nomina-
tion of contestants. Promises of freebies have stirred the
proverbial hornet's nest in past elections too. There have
been arguments about 'freebies' being in contravention of
Section 123 of the Representation of the People Act. In S
Subramaniam Balaji vs Govt of Tamil Nadu and Others,
the Supreme Court reposed its faith in the EC to regulate
its powers after consulting Article 324 to facilitate free and
fair elections. The court was apprehensive about the pos-
sibility of freebies vitiating the sanctity of the electoral
process. But it also expressed its jurisdictional limitation
to issue direction to the legislature on the matter. Instead,
it routed its concern by directing the EC to frame elabo-
rate guidelines for the preparation of manifestos and in-
clude them in the model code of conduct to guide political
parties and candidates. Political parties seem changed
their strategies for garnering voters in age of social
media. An Election Commission had analysed of election
manifestos of different parties revealed a marked empha-
sis on distribution of freebies and doles.

Governance is not business

C hina denounced a report that it asked Russia to
delay invading Ukraine until after the Beijing

Winter Olympics as 'fake news' and a 'very despicable" at-
tempt to divert attention and shift blame over the conflict.
As per some reports, senior Chinese officials requested at
the start of February that their Russian counterparts
delay plans to invade Ukraine until after the Winter
Olympics in Beijing had concluded. The western govern-
ments have no incentive to frame China in Russia-
Ukraine war but Chinese stance regarding Taiwan is sim-
ilar to that expressed by Russia regarding Ukraine and
now China stands complicit in a negative way. Intelligence
services reacted differently to the information, and as-
sessments varied as a result, officials said. An official fa-
miliar with the report said it did not necessarily indicate
Russian President Vladimir Putin and Chinese President
Xi Jinping had discussed the matter. Putin and Xi met on
February 4 as the Olympics kicked off. The two pledged to
cooperate more against the West and vowed a "no limits"
partnership in a more than 5,000 word-long document on
the nature of their partnership. At an Atlantic Council
event last month, former Australian Prime Minister
Kevin Rudd said the official Chinese translation of the
document neglected to include anti-NATO sentiments
that the Russians found salient as part of their justifica-
tion for invading Ukraine. In 2008, China had bristled at
Russia's invasion of Georgia during the Summer
Olympics in Beijing.

Six years later, Russia seized Crimea while it hosted the
winter games in Sochi. Leaders in both China and Taiwan
are closely watching the situation and how Western gov-
ernments respond. Russia's invasion of Ukraine has gen-
erated enormous sympathy in Taiwan, a self-ruling island
that Beijing claims as its territory. Chinese President Xi
Jinping has not ruled out the use of force in a 'reunifica-
tion' with Taiwan that his Communist Party government
insists is inevitable As Russia began invading Ukraine,
Taiwan was approached by nine Chinese aircraft, the de-
fence ministry said. 'Ukraine today, Taiwan tomorrow?'
some headlines in Taiwanese media asked. Taiwan and
Ukraine faced the same threat of a revisionist power
claiming another sovereign country as its own. It is an 'in-
alienable' part of Chinese territory and not a sovereign na-
tion, Chinese officials claim. They have accused Taiwan
government of 'exploiting' the Ukraine crisis to gain inter-
national support for the island, where China's Nationalists
fled and established a rival government in 1949 after being
defeated by the Communist forces of Mao Zedong. In a
joint statement Xi and Russian President Vladimir Putin
had signed in Beijing in February, Russia had reiterated its
opposition to Taiwan independence in any form.

Chinese complicity exposed
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A potter places clay dining-ware inside an oven at a workshop in Bakrol village near Ahmedabad in Gujarat.

CLAY DINING-WARE WORKSHOP

P rime Minister of Pakistan Imran
Khan has never been able to

prove his mettle as a strong orator but
is eager to debate on TV with the
Indian Prime Minister, Narendra
Modi. He said, "I would love to debate
with Narendra Modi on TV." It is yet to
be seen if Imran Khan debates with
Modi or not. While Imran Khan is des-
perate to talk to Modi, he should pri-
marily consider talking about the pain
and sufferings of the Muslims who
had migrated to Pakistan from UP,
Bihar, and other parts of the country
at the time of the partition. Even after
years of the formation of Pakistan,
they are considered second-class citi-
zens there. These people who went to
Pakistan are called Muhajirs, and over
70 percent of the population of
Muhajirs is from UP. They are also
termed UP Wala.

After 1947, Muhajirs settled in
Karachi and Hyderabad of the Sindh
province. For time immemorial, these
Muhajirs have been cast aside by the
three major parties, namely, the
Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP), the
Pakistan Muslim League (Nawaz),
and the Pakistan Tehreek Insaf Party
(PTI). The leaders of these parties do
not even go to their localities to seek
Muhajir votes during elections. Imran
Khan does not hesitate to brand the
Muttahida Qaumi Movement Party
(MQM) as the party of killers.
However, Imran Khan has never sym-
pathetically approached their issues.
The party leader, Altaf Hussain, who

fights for the Muhajirs, is called a
murderer. Altaf Hussain belongs to
Agra. Pakistan now openly describes
the partition of the country as a
wrongful incident.

Imran Khan, who calls himself a
scholar of history, does not even know
that the Muslims of Uttar Pradesh par-
ticipated enthusiastically in the move-
ment for a separate Islamic nation.
Now, Imran Khan is not even willing to
talk to the people of UP. That is the re-
ality of Imran Khan's personality. He is
ungrateful. The India, from which he
accepted several donations for fund-
ing the hospital named after his moth-
er, now curses day and night.
However, even in a closed society and
a staunchly Islamic country like
Pakistan, the MQM has retained its
secular characteristics. It can be con-
sidered a secular political party of
Pakistan. The most daunting com-
plaint of the Muhajirs has been that
their participation in Central
Government and Sindh Government
jobs is rapidly plummeting. When
compared, they account for around
two percent of the jobs in the central
government and seven-eight percent
in Sindh government jobs.

However, they constitute about 10
percent of the country's population
and a little over 22 percent of Sindh's
population. Muhajir is a poverty-
stricken and helpless section of
Pakistani society. They are also vic-
tims of illiteracy. Even after living in
Pakistan for many generations, their

conditions are deplorable. They are
doomed to live predominantly in the
Gujjar Nala, Orangi Town, Aligarh
Colony, Bihar Colony, and Surjani
areas of Karachi. The dreams with
which they went to Pakistan are shat-
tered and unfulfilled.

It is comical that Imran Khan has
not only dared to express his desire to
talk to our respected Prime Minister
but has also demanded it. He must re-
mind himself that once the discussion
starts, there will be no escape. Imran
Khan will have to answer some hard-
hitting questions like how their coun-
try evolved into a factory of terrorism
and explain why they keep support-
ing Khalistanis directly and indirectly.
Whenever they want, they can de-
bate live on TV, in the presence of the
leaders of Balochistan province of
their country who are not ready to
live with Pakistan. Imran Khan is un-
able to understand the spark of rebel-
lion that is raging in Balochistan
province. In Balochistan, the largest
province of Pakistan in terms of area,
the Balochistan Liberation Army
wants to separate its province from
Pakistan under any circumstances.
This organization had attacked the
Stock Exchange building in Karachi
some time back.

At that time, Imran Khan was
shamelessly claiming that India was
behind the terrorist incident in
Karachi. However, even before that,
the Balochistan Liberation Army had
taken responsibility for the Karachi
attack. They have now begun spread-
ing lies to the extent of deceit. Imran
Khan has even gone so far as to say
that India carried out the 2008
Mumbai attack. Although, he does
not clarify that if the Mumbai attack
was staged by India, then why is the
case hearing going on in Pakistan
against the accused? Will they even
tell who Ajmal Kasab was in any TV
debate? If Imran Khan doesn't pay
immediate attention to the insur-
gency of Balochistan, then it may be
wiped off the map of Pakistan. 

Khan couldn't stop from mention-

ing 'Kashmir' and that told him, he
wasn't going to Russia much less
have a TV debate with Modi. The
grapevine in Pakistan says Imran
Khan's wife Bushra calls the shots in
the Khan household and that she
rules the roost not just in the kitchen
but in every room in the PM-bunga-
low including the master-bedroom.
Now, though not confirmed, there are
snatches of conversation that says
Bushra has had enough of Imran!
Some of his close aides think differ-
ently. They blame rising inflation for
the recent defeat. Khan ushered in
2022 with a huge increase in gasoline
prices, the highest ever in the coun-
try's history. Common Pakistanis are
already being squeezed by rising
prices. Khan, for his part, claims that
Pakistan is one of the 'cheapest coun-
tries in the world', meaning, alleged-
ly, that the cost of living is low. In fact,
Pakistan is facing the highest rates of
inflation in South Asia. The Pakistani
rupee has broken all previous records
for depreciation against the US dollar.

That is why India advises Imran
Khan to prioritize his internal affairs
within his country. He must know that
government officials from other parts
of Pakistan are not ready to go to
Balochistan. Despite Balochistan
being a part of Pakistan, it is entirely
cut off. Keeping all this aside, Imran
Khan sometimes goes to Beijing and
Moscow. During his visit to Beijing, he
completely avoids opening his mouth
on the atrocities committed against
Muslims in China. The public of
Pakistan is suffering from inflation,
unemployment, and dogma. But they
are not ready to do a TV debate with
anyone to resolve these serious is-
sues. Have you ever seen or heard
Imran talking to the leaders of the mi-
norities of Pakistan. That is never the
case. Despite this blatant disregard
towards the welfare of Pakistan, he
dares to demand a debate with the
Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

((RRKK  SSiinnhhaa  iiss  aa  sseenniioorr  eeddiittoorr,,  
ccoolluummnniisstt,,  aanndd  ffoorrmmeerr  MMPP..))

Imran Khan acting ungrateful amid condition of ‘Muhajirs’

AArrvviinndd  VViirrmmaannii@@ddrraavviirrmmaannii
Countries that live by values, must
die by values. Our problem is more
bloody; Two hostile, nuclear
armed, autocratic, genocidal
countries, which have collaborat-
ed for 60 years to undermine our
national security, through hot
wars and grey wars!

RK SINHA
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BRIEF

CEO

Mumbai: Grounded
carrier Jet Airways
on Friday announced
the appointment of
Sanjiv Kapoor as the
chief executive officer.
His appointment to
the post comes days
after the airline
brought in former Sri
Lankan Airlines CEO
Vipula Gunatileka as
chief financial officer.

Ambassador

New Delhi: Parle
Agro on Friday said it
has signed actor Ram
Charan as a brand am-
bassador for its
mango juice brand
Frooti. Charan and
Alia Bhatt, who is al-
ready a brand ambas-
sador, will become the
face for Frooti with an
“action packed” sum-
mer of 2022.

Tea
Kolkata: Tea exports
during the 12 months
of 2021 declined mar-
ginally at 195.50 mil-
lion kilogramme from
209.72 million kg dur-
ing the previous simi-
lar period, according
to latest Tea Board
data. Value of tea ex-
ports almost re-
mained the same dur-
ing the last 12 months
which stood at Rs
5,246.89 crore, com-
pared to Rs 5,235.29
crore in the similar
corresponding 
period of 2020.

Fund

Mumbai: Ninjacart
on Friday said it has
launched a USD 25-mil-
lion agri seed fund to
support emerging and
new-age start-ups in
the agriculture sector.
CEO Thirukumaran
Nagarajan said We
have come a long 
way and we now 
wish to give back 
to the system.

Unveils
Chennai: Agri-com-
merce company
WayCool Foods has
unveiled artificial in-
telligence powered
‘Outgrow’ application
in six languages
aimed at enabling
small and medium
farmers to increase
their income using ar-
tificial intelligence
(AI), advanced analyt-
ics besides encourag-
ing natural farming,
the firm said on
Friday.

Invests
New Delhi: Online
B2B platform
Indiamart said it has
invested about Rs 17
crore in software-as-a-
service (SaaS) firm
Zimyo Consulting
Private Limited.
Indiamart founder
and CEO Dinesh
Agarwal said COVID-
19 has accelerated the
adoption of SaaS-
based HR manage-
ment solutions by new
age as well as tradi-
tional businesses.

New Delhi, Mar 04 (PTI):

Petrol and diesel prices,
which have been on a
freeze for the past four
months in view of assem-
bly elections in states like
Uttar Pradesh, need to be
increased by over Rs 12 per
litre by March 16 for fuel
retailers to break even.

International crude oil
prices shot above USD 120
a barrel for the first time
in nine years on Thursday
before retreating a little to
USD 111 on Friday, but the
gulf between cost and re-
tail rates has only
widened.

With international oil
prices - on which domestic
fuel retails are directly
benchmarked - spiking in
the last two months, state-
owned fuel retailers “need
a massive price hike of Rs
12.1 per litre on or before
March 16, 2022, just to
breakeven and a price
hike of Rs 15.1 is required”

after including margins
for oil firms, ICICI
Securities said in a report.

The basket of crude oil
India buys rose to USD
117.39 per barrel on March
3, the highest since 2012,
according to information
from the Petroleum
Planning and Analysis
Cell (PPAC) of the oil min-
istry. This compares to an
average of USD 81.5 per
barrel price of the Indian
basket of crude oil at the
time of freezing of petrol

and diesel prices in early
November last year.

“With state elections
getting over next week, we
expect daily fuel price
hikes to restart across
both gasoline and diesel,”
JP Morgan said in a re-
port. The seventh and final
phase of polling for the
Uttar Pradesh legislative
assembly is on March 7
and the counting of votes
is slated for March 10.
“Auto fuel net marketing
margin is minus Rs 4.92

per litre on March 3, 2022,
and Rs 1.61 in Q4 FY22-to-
date,” ICICI Securities
said. “However, net mar-
gin is likely to plummet to
minus Rs 10.1 per litre on
March 16 and minus Rs
12.6 on April 1 at latest in-
ternational auto fuel
prices.”

The brokerage said,
“steep price hikes are re-
quired as the strength in
gross refining margins
does not suffice for sharp
quarter-on-quarter fall in
net auto fuel marketing
margin”.

Oil prices have been on
the boil ever since Russia
put its forces on the
Ukraine border last
month. They spiked after
it invaded the central
Asian nation on fears that
oil and gas supplies from
energy giant Russia could
be disrupted, either by the
conflict in Ukraine or re-
taliatory western sanc-
tions.

Rs 12 hike in petrol, diesel
price needed to break-even Mumbai, Mar 04 (PTI):

Equity benchmark
Sensex tumbled 769
points on Friday, track-
ing a weak trend in glob-
al equities amid escalat-
ing tensions between
Russia and Ukraine.

Extending its decline
for the third straight ses-
sion, the 30-share BSE
index slumped 1,214.96
points to 53,887.72 during
the session after a weak
start. It finally finished
at 54,333.81, lower by
768.87 points or 1.40 per
cent.

Similarly, the broader
NSE Nifty slumped 252.70
points or 1.53 per cent to
close at 16,245.35.

“Global bourses are
witnessing a sharp sell-
off as reports of Russian
attack on Europe’s
biggest nuclear plant in
Ukraine kept tension lev-
els elevated. Rising oil
prices along with uncer-
tainties on supply chain
disruption have instilled
fears that inflation could

cross RBI’s tolerance
level, though temporari-
ly,” according to Vinod
Nair, Head of Research at
Geojit Financial
Services.

The domestic market,
however, trimmed its
losses as buying was wit-
nessed in IT and pharma
stocks.

Titan, Maruti Suzuki
India, Asian Paints,
Mahindra & Mahindra
and Hindustan Unilever
Limited were the biggest
drags on the Sensex, tum-
bling up to 5.05 per cent.

In contrast, ITC, Dr
Reddy’s Laboratories,
Tech Mahindra and

UltraTech Cement were
among the gainers.

Bourses in Hong Kong,
Shanghai and Tokyo set-
tled significantly lower.

Stock exchanges in the
US closed in the negative
zone in the overnight ses-
sion. Meanwhile, inter-
national oil benchmark
Brent crude rose 0.80 per
cent to USD 111.3 per bar-
rel.

Foreign institutional
investors continued their
selling spree in Indian
markets as they offloaded
shares worth Rs 6,644.65
crore on a net basis on
Thursday, according to
exchange data.

Sensex tanks 769 points,
Nifty slumps below 16,250

Mumbai, Mar 04 (PTI):

The rupee slumped 22
paise to close at 76.16 (pro-
visional) against the US
dollar on Friday as in-
vestors assessed the global
economic impact of the
Russia-Ukraine conflict
amid rising crude oil
prices. Persistent foreign
fund outflows and a weak
trend in domestic equities
too weighed on the local
unit, forex traders said.

At the interbank foreign
exchange market, the
rupee opened weak at 76.06
against the American dol-
lar and fell further during
the session as investors
moved away from riskier
assets. The domestic unit
oscillated between a high
of 75.99 and a low of 76.22
during the session. The
rupee finally settled at

76.16 against the dollar,
down 22 paise from the
previous close.
Meanwhile, the US dollar
index, which measures the
greenback’s strength
against the basket of six
currencies, fell 0.27 per
cent to 98.05. Bullion
prices rose on Friday.

Gold prices on Friday
rose by Rs 100 to Rs 51,870
per 10 grams in the futures
trade as speculators creat-
ed fresh positions on a
firm spot demand. On the
Multi Commodity
Exchange, gold contracts
for April delivery traded
higher by Rs 100 or 0.19 per
cent at Rs 51,870 per 10
grams in a business
turnover of 11,727 lots.

Fresh positions built up
by participants led to the
rise in gold prices, ana-
lysts said.

Rupee slumps 22 paise at 76.16
against USD, bullion rises

New Delhi, Mar 04 (PTI):

Services sector activi-
ties in India picked up
marginally in February
on the back of better de-
mand conditions and the
retreat of the coronavirus
pandemic but the rate of
expansion was the sec-
ond-slowest since last
July and subdued by his-
torical standards, accord-
ing to a monthly survey.

Reflecting a moderate
rate of expansion, the sea-
sonally adjusted IHS
Markit India Services
Business Activity Index
rose to 51.8 in February
from 51.5 in January.

“The upturn was attrib-
uted by panellists to
greater bookings, better
demand conditions and
the retreat of the pandem-

ic. That said, the latest in-
crease was subdued by
historical standards, with
some companies indicat-

ing that growth was
dampened by competitive
pressures, COVID-19 and
higher prices,” the survey
released on Friday said.

A Purchasing
Managers’ Index (PMI)
reading of more than 50
indicates expansion while
the level below 50 reflects
contraction.

“New business and
services activity expand-
ed only modestly, and at
the second-slowest rates
since last July. Looking at
the anecdotal evidence
supplied by survey partic-
ipants, inflationary pres-
sures, input shortages
and the local elections
dampened growth,”
Pollyanna De Lima,
Economics Associate
Director at IHS Markit,
said.

Services sector activities
expand modestly in Feb

Mumbai, Mar 04:

Welcome the summer
season with Amazon.in
‘Super Value Days’ with
45% off on grocery, house-
hold essentials, packaged
foods, personal care, and
baby and pet care products
among others. Super Value
Days will be live till March
07, 2022, with grocery deals
starting at ? 1 and free deliv-
ery for prime members.
Customers can avail great
prices and fresh offers from
popular brands including
Daawat, Himalaya,
Sunfeast, Dabur, Cadbury,
Kellogg, Mother Dairy
among others at convenient
delivery options from one
single online destination.
Customers can also avail
an instant discount of 10%
on Axis Bank Debit &
Credit Cards with a mini-

mum transaction of INR
2,500 upto Rs. 250 and flat Rs
200 back on a minimum
order of Rs 2000 from 4th-
7th March. Some of the of-
fers by participating sellers
supersaver offers are
Daawat Rozana Super, bas-
mati Rice, 5Kg at Rs 209. un-
feast Dark Fantasy
Sandwich at Rs 57, Cadbury
Chocolate Health Drink,
Bournvita (2Kg) Rs 646,
Mother Dairy Cow Ghee,
1L at Rs 420. Trust Classic
Sulphur Less Sugar, 5Kg at
Rs 230. Aashirvaad Select
Premium Sharbati Atta,
5Kg Rs 255. Kellogg’s
Muesli with 21% Fruit, Nut
& Seeds at Rs 390, Cadbury
Oreo Original Chocolatey
Sandwich Biscuit Family
Pack Rs  64, Tata Tea
Premium, 1500g Rs 499.
Quaker Oats Porridge
(2Kg) - Rs 306.

Amazon.in goes live with new
offers on ‘Super Value Days’

New Delhi, Mar 04 (PTI):

The country’s largest
two-wheeler maker Hero
MotoCorp on Friday said
it has lined up a USD 100-
million (around Rs 760
crore) global fund to nur-
ture over 10,000 entrepre-
neurs on ESG (environ-
mental, social and gover-
nance) solutions. The
auto major announced the
fund as it unveiled its new
identity ‘Vida’ for the
company’s emerging mo-
bility solutions, including
upcoming electric vehi-
cles (EVs). The fund will
aim to establish global
partnerships, spearhead-
ed by the BML Munjal

University (BMU) and
Hero MotoCorp, with the
objective of nurturing
more than 10,000 entrepre-
neurs on ESG solutions
that have a positive im-
pact on the planet. “Vida
means life, and the
brand’s sole purpose is to
create a positive impact

on the world and move us
all forward in meaningful
ways. We believe the
name is perfect for what
we are building for our
children and the next gen-
eration. “This is truly the
dawn of something spe-
cial. In only 17 weeks from
now, we will unveil our

Vida platform, products
and services to make the
world a better place,”
Hero MotoCorp
Chairman and CEO
Pawan Munjal said in a
statement.

With the creation of
‘Vida’, the company
would offer everyone the
opportunity to thrive,
grow and live better while
continuing to move the
way they want, he added.
“I will lead this initiative
from the front,” Munjal
noted. The company will
introduce emerging mo-
bility solutions under the
Vida brand including its
electric vehicle that will
be officially unveiled on
July 1, 2022, to coincide
with the birth anniver-
sary of Hero MotoCorp
Chairman Emeritus
Brijmohan Lall.

Hero MotoCorp unveils new brand identity for EVs

Hero MotoCorp Chairman and CEO Pawan Munjal 
unveils new brand identity in New Delhi on Friday.

 Lines up USD 
100-mn 
sustainability fund

Mumbai, Mar 04: 

Today counterfeiting is
a growing menace globally.
In hope of earning a quick
buck, small vendors start
selling fake replicas of
popular brands, such as
Zed Black, the flagship
brand of MP based
Mysore Deep Perfumery
House (MDPH), which is
amongst the biggest agar-
batti manufacturing com-
panies in the country.
Also, as more people mi-
grate online from the
brick-and-mortar retail
format in search of deals
the counterfeit market is
growing exponentially
through social media plat-
forms like Facebook &
Instagram also.

Zed Black (MDPH) is ag-
gressively pursuing its

Brand Protection activi-
ties and eliminating coun-
terfeiters and seems un-
stoppable. This week Zed
Black conducted two suc-
cessful raids in Nagpur
(Maharashtra), seizing
counterfeiting agarbat-
ti&dhoop products worth
crores of rupees. Earlier
this week, Court
Commissioner appointed
by District Court, Delhi
conducted raids against
counterfeit brands SH-
RIPHAL & SHRISAFAL
and now another raid was
executed by Nagpur Police
Department in Kondhali
region, when a FIR was
registered against accused
PawanTukaramMalve&M
anojTukaramMalve, who
have been manufacturing
& selling counterfeiting
agarbatti packs of Zed

Black 3-in1, Zed Black
Pineapple Agarbatti,
ManthanDhoop, Deep
Gulab and Deep Chandan
and more.

“Acting on tip off, we
have been assiduously
conducting raids to stop
the manufacturing and
sale of counterfeit Zed
Black products. The whole
stock comprising of huge
quantities of counterfeit-
ing incense sticks, labels &
pouches were seized by the
police and the shops and
manufacturing facility
have been sealed. The sim-
ilarity of logo/artwork/
design rang the alarm
bells for the raid to be con-
ducted”, shared Mr.
Pradeep Kala, Head -
Legal, Mysore Deep
Perfumery House (Zed
Black).

Zed Black continues nation-wide war 
against counterfeit agarbattis with more raids

New Delhi, Mar 04 (PTI):

Foreign capital flows
into the Indian real estate
jumped over three-fold to
USD 23.9 billion during
2017-21 period as com-
pared to the previous five
years, according to
Colliers-FICCI report.

In its report ‘Foreign in-
vestments in Indian real
estate turn a corner’, prop-
erty consultant Colliers
mentioned that the global
investors have shown an
increased inclination to-
wards investment in
Indian real estate buoyed
by regulatory reforms in-
troduced in 2016.

“Foreign investors, who
had previously refrained
from investing in the
Indian real estate market
due to the lack of trans-
parency, started investing
in the country with
greater optimism from
2017,” Colliers said.

According to the data, for-
eign investment in real es-
tate stood at USD 23.9 bil-
lion during 2017-21 period
as against USD 7.5 billion
during the 2012-2016 peri-
od. Total investments in
Indian real estate stood at
USD 49.4 billion during the
2012-2021 period, of which
64 per cent came from for-
eign investors. The share
of foreign investments in
Indian real estate has
grown to 82 per cent dur-
ing 2017-2021, compared to
37 per cent in the preced-
ing five-year period.

During 2017-21, the office
sector had 43 per cent
share in total foreign in-
vestments followed by
mixed-use sector account-
ing for 18 per cent.

The investments in the
industrial and logistics
sector stood at third posi-
tion, surpassing the resi-
dential sector. Foreign in-
vestors remained cautious
about the residential sec-
tor in the aftermath of the
NBFC crisis and subdued
residential sales, Colliers
said. The share of residen-
tial assets in total foreign

investments has reduced
to 11 per cent in 2017-2021,
from 37 per cent in a pre-
ceding five-year period.

Foreign investments in
the office sector have con-
sistently reached USD 2
billion in each year since
2017 except in 2021, where
the quantum of invest-
ments almost halved.

During 2017-21, alterna-
tive assets saw an inflow of
about USD 1 billion with a
majority of it coming dur-
ing the pandemic years.

“Government policy for
data localisation and infra-
structure status received
for data centres recently
are likely to give a boost to
the establishment of new
data centres in the coun-
try,” the consultant said.

The share of invest-
ments from the USA and
Canada together has been
more than 60 per cent in
foreign investments each
of the years since 2017.

Foreign investment in Indian real estate jumps 3-fold

New Delhi, Mar 04 (PTI):

Domestic steel makers
have hiked the prices of
hot-rolled coil (HRC) and
TMT bars by up to Rs 5,000
per tonne as supply chain
is being impacted amid on-
going Russia-Ukraine con-
flict. According to indus-
try sources, the prices
have been increased in the
past few days and are ex-
pected to go up further in
the coming weeks with the
crisis deepening between
the two countries.

After the price revision,
a tonne of HRC will cost
around Rs 66,000, while the
buyers will get TMT bars
for about Rs 65,000 per
tonne, the sources said on
Friday. “The war is im-
pacting the supply chain
at the international level
leading to an increase in
input cost. Coking coal is

trading at USD 500 per
tonne,” an industry execu-
tive said adding that it is a
rise of about 20 per cent
compared to the rates a
few weeks ago. India meets
85 per cent of its coking
coal, a key steel making
raw material, requirement
from imports. While
Australia remains the
main buying destination,
part of requirement is met

from countries like South
Africa, Canada and the
US. When asked about the
impact of the conflict on
domestic sectors including
steel, Tata Steel CEO and
MD T V Narendran said,
“Both Russia and Ukraine
are manufacturers and ex-
porters of steel in addition
to being suppliers of raw
materials including cok-
ing coal and natural gas.

Steel prices jump up to Rs 5,000 per tonne 
As supply chains hit due to Russia-Ukraine conflict



ACROSS
1. Tins
5. Whip
9. Tennis, e.g.
14. Roaring feline
15. British nobleman
16. Dispute
17. Deserving great respect
19. Narrates
20. Bookworm
21. Pitcher handle

23. Converge
24. Summed up
25. Snapshot taker
27. Shortly
29. Savory pastry (2 wds.)
33. Soreness
37. Bird’s home
39. Brushed leather
40. Made
42. Comprehensive
44. Bog
45. Behalf

47. Supplements
48. Overacted
50. Change direction
52. Unlock again
54. Happen
59. Highway vehicle
62. Conflict
63. Roof of the mouth
64. Martini garnish
66. Tenor Luciano ____
68. Bowling lane
69. Matured
70. Glimpsed
71. San Diego athlete
72. Gels
73. Proves human

DOWN
1. Nurse ____ Barton
2. Assisted
3. Roaming tribesman
4. Insulting
5. Apprehension
6. Hunting dog, for short
7. New ____, Louisiana
8. Shine
9. Rested
10. Too early
11. Eye suggestively
12. Dominate
13. Midterm, e.g.
18. Lipstick shades
22. Dem.’s foe
25. College women
26. Thorny bloom
28. ____ in a million

30. Summit
31. Inactive
32. Slippery creatures
33. Highest point
34. Study hard
35. Submarine sandwich
36. Water under the Brooklyn Bridge (2
wds.)
38. Keepsake
41. Biblical pronoun
43. Victory sign
46. Ordinary
49. ____ Jones Industrial Average
51. Shout
53. Daddies
55. Shut
56. Provide food
57. Speak
58. Bridle straps
59. TV “opera”
60. ____ Fitzgerald
61. Moderate
63. Flat cushions
65. Hurricane center
67. Dog doc
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Today, you will iron out any trouble
with ease. But you may choose to play
martyr and shoulder a bit of blame.
That’s quite a lot to do for others, even
if it is done out of compassion. You may
think you are setting standards for oth-
ers to follow, says Ganesha, but that
may not be the case.

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18
Needless rigidity only serves to imprison
you within outmoded walls of faulty rea-
soning. Inculcating some flexibility will
give you some much-needed wriggle room
to manoeuvre things your way for good,
says Ganesha.

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20
Today people will actually drag you into
altercations, so flash the peace sign if
you must. You may face some sort of
legal troubles from peace-loving groups.
Therefore, Ganesha advises you to medi-
tate, take a walk or just seek out the
company of your near and dear ones.

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20
Ganesha sees you in a very romantic mood
today. Your thoughts, tender and dreamy,
will keep drifting towards someone spe-
cial; someone of the opposite sex. Come
evening and you will, in all likelihood, be
sitting closely together, arm in arm, with
your spouse or your sweetheart. 

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

Today, you may decide to get a little more
conscious about your your health. Filled with
positive drive, you may even plan to join a
gymnasium or start taking a hard look at
your calorie intake. Don’t go overboard,
though! You don’t want to do it only today,
and forget it tomorrow - plan and execute in
a step-wise manner, so it doesn’t get a bit
too much.

Gemini: May 22 – June 21
There is something different about today. It
is unlike any other day. Just when you will
start believing that there is nothing great
about the day, it will spring a surprise. There
have been days where life has thrown car-
rots at you; then there have been days when
it has hurled brickbats. Today, you will be on
the receiving end of countless kisses.

Cancer: June 22 – July 22
Do not be surprised if you find yourself today
in a situation that somehow feels like a land-
mark moment in your life. Whether it is a per-
sonal matter or something related to work,
that you must wait to find out, you will need
all your grit and diplomacy to sail through.
Stay balanced! One thing assured is that your
social reputation shall receive a tremendous
boost today!

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23
The bulb of ideas will burn bright today. A
possible see-saw between your contractu-
al obligation and current duties may baffle
you. New contacts will stand you in good
stead. Blood will prove thicker, and family
and friends will consolidate their place in
your life.

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

Letting things build up inside you is never a
good idea. Learn from this as there is every
possibility that today might turn out to be
an aggravating and exasperating day for
you. You may feel that way due to all the
amassed emotions and resentments, so let
it all go.

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23
Investing in real estate could yield maxi-
mum profits today, says Ganesha. An
unusual gain from speculative trade is also
on the cards. But you may need to spend
time in the waiting room, before a more
profitable opportunity comes by. You may
just reinvent yourself to a happier self and
savour every moment of life, predicts
Ganesha.

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22
The winds of fortune will usher in your
dreams and make them come true. Be
careful not to go overboard with your
foresightedness, lest they be marked
delusions, warns Ganesha. You must
realise that the only thing permanent is
change, and hence, you must overcome
any disappointment with strong will and
determination.

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21
It may seem too far-fetched, but your
boss will bank on your brilliance and
unmatched abilities to get respite from
the existing problems, says Ganesha.
Moreover, much to the dismay of your
rivals, you will have your way and gain
popularity by winning the hearts of your
clients. 

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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S tar Bharat is always
ready to bring

something new and dif-
ferent to the audience
through its amazing
content. Rajan Shahi is
known to rule millions
of audience with his
heart touching content.
After giving numerous
hit shows like 'Mann Ki
Awaaz Pratigya 2', he is
returning with his next
big project 'Woh To Hai
Albela'. The cast list of
the show includes popu-
lar actor Shaheer
Sheikh along with other
notable names including
actor Anuj Sachdeva
who will be seen in the
role of Chiranjeev.

Actor Anuj Sachdeva,
excited about his return
to TV and his character,
says, “Even though I

have worked on every
platform, be it films, TV,
OTT but TV will always
be my first love. I am
very happy to work on
TV and this character of
mine. While shooting for
TV we become a like
family altogether, which
you meet every day on
TV. Over the years, my
fans have showered me
with their love and sup-
port by sending a lot of
messages and emails be-
cause they wanted to see
me again on the small
screen." 

To witness the re-
turn of Anuj Sachdev
on TV, watch Woh To
Hai Albela this March
14 every Monday to
Friday at 9 PM only on
Star Bharat.

Anuj Sachdeva
returns to TV 

T amil star Suriya
Sivakumar, who

arrived at Hyderabad
to promote his upcom-
ing movie 'ET', spoke
highly of Telugu
m e g a s t a r
Chiranjeevi, at the
pre-release event.
Suriya stated that he
had taken inspiration
to start an NGO, as he
got motivated by
Chiranjeevi's blood
bank. The 'Ghajini'
actor is one of the
finest actors in the
country and has
earned a massive fol-
lowing among the
South folks. He has
been a part of philan-
thropic activities
across Tamil Nadu,
through his 'Agaram
Foundation'. At his
movie event in
Hyderabad, Suriya as-
serted, "If Chiranjeevi
Sir, can make a differ-
ence, I can contribute
at least 1-2 per cent of
what he has been
doing." Talking about
his philanthropy,
Suriya said: "I am glad
to mention that we
have collectively man-
aged to educate 5,000
students via our foun-
dation." On the work
front, Suriya is gear-
ing up for the big re-
lease of his upcoming
film 'Etharkkum
Thuninthavan', which
is dubbed as 'ET' in
Telugu.

Helmed by Pandiraj,
' E t h a r k k u m
Thuninthavan' will
be released on
March 11.

Suriya calls
Chiranjeevi 
his forever
inspiration 

S hruti Haasan,
who is fast re-

covering from Covid,
says that she is
happy and grateful
for all the love that's
being showered with
by her friends.

Taking to
Instagram, Shruti
wrote, "Happy and
grateful while I heal
!! I'm a few cups of
medicinal tea away
from being A ok … I
hope !

"This Covid fatigue
is properly real.
Vitamins, water, good
thoughts and a dose
of being that b will
get you through any-

thing it seems.
"Checking in to say
'Thank you' for all
your love and I'm
sending you mine.
My friends have been
beyond wonderful
showing me that we
truly choose friends
as family -- so much
yummy khaana and
love and pampering.

"p.s - I didn't realise
my hair is so frizzy ..
Also what should I
expect post Covid ?
Dos and don'ts??
Lemme know."

The actress, on
Sunday, announced
that she had tested
positive for Covid.

Happy and grateful 
while I heal: Shruti Haasan

recovering from Covid 

A ctress and TV host
Sunny Leone, who

is coming up with her
new web series 'Anamika'
directed by Vikram
Bhatt, says that the show
presents "Sunny Leone
2.0" to the audience. Even
though she made her
debut in Bollywood with
the film 'Jism 2' and went
on to appear in films like
'Ek Paheli Leela',
'Mastizaade', 'One Night
Stand' according to
Sunny, the new web se-
ries has given her the
chance to prove her act-
ing skill as well as tap-
ping into her favorite
genre of action-drama.
Sunny shared, "This is a
very special show for me
and I am really emotion-
ally attached to
'Anamika'. As an audi-
ence I love watching ac-
tion-drama shows and
this web series has given
me a chance to do both.
Even though personally I
am not like Anamika at
all, doing those action se-
quences was quite excit-
ing. This show is like the
2.0 version of myself."
While most of the time
her screen presence and
glamour has been cele-
brated, even in those TV
shows that she has hosted
including 'MTV
Splitsvilla', working on a
web series like 'Anamika'
was a very different expe-
rience. "One of the rea-
sons why I got so excited
about the show was
Vikram sir. I am not a
trained actress but
Vikram sir has really
nurtured me as an ac-
tress. Anamika is a char-
acter that sir has visu-
alised and from body lan-
guage, expression to how
to create a character from
script to screen, sir has
taught me everything.
Earlier I was little trained

in action but during the
workshop for this show, I
learned how to imbibe
things into my body lan-
guage," said Sunny. She
further added, "The fight-
ing was the combination
of different martial art
forms, as well as street
fights, karate etc. How to

mix these forms to build
the body language of a
character was a huge
learning for me." The
show 'Anamika', also fea-
turing - Samir Soni,
Sonnalli Seygall, Rahul
Dev, Shehzad Shaikh,
Ayaz Khan - releases on
MX Player on March 10.

Sunny Leone: I’m emotionally
attached to ‘Anamika’ 

SS ony Entertainment
Television’s ‘Jagannath

Aur Purvi Ki ‘Dosti Anokhi’
has left the viewers
intrigued with its heart-
warming storyline that
makes you look at relation-
ships with a fresh perspec-
tive. The slice of life drama
revolves around an elderly
gentleman, Jaganath Mishra
finding his lost sense of life’s
purpose through a young
stranger- turned- f r iend
Purvi. The on-going track
showcases how Purvi is
grateful to Jagannath and
Kusum for taking a stand for
her in front of her parents.
She starts helping them out
with daily house chores but
lands up messing it up.
Looking at the situation,
Jagannath gets worried
wondering what to do with
this girl. In the upcoming
track, viewers will witness
how Jagannath Mishra gets
insulted by an employee at
the pension office. This inci-
dent takes a toll on him leav-
ing him disheartened.
Looking at his situation,

Purvi feels bad for the way
he was treated just because
he is a senior citizen and
decides to take matters in
her hand.

Veteran Actor Rajendra
Gupta who essays the cen-
tral character of ‘Jagannath
Mishra’ is known for his ver-
satility and the effortless
aura that he exudes on
screen. Apparently, the
actor believes that, much
like the essence of the show,
true friendships and connec-
tions transcends gender and
age.

Elaborating more on the
same, actor Rajendra Gupta
shares, “Sometimes our
greatest friends are those
we don’t expect. The people
who slip into our lives barely
making a ripple at first how-
ever a connection is felt and
a bond is built and before
you know it, they become
the entire current to our
ocean." 
TTuunnee  iinnttoo  JJaaggaannnnaatthh  aauurr
PPuurrvvii  KKii  DDoossttii  AAnnookkhhii  aatt  99::3300
PP..MM..  eevveerryy  MMoonnddaayy  ttoo
FFrriiddaayy  oonnllyy  oonn  SSoonnyy  TTVV!!

‘True connections
transcends 

gender and age’
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ANUSHKA JOINS KOHLI ON HIS SPECIAL DAY

 Mohali: Virat Kohli was joined by wife Anushka
Sharma as the star India batter was felicitated for
reaching the milestone of 100 Test matches in
Mohali on Friday. Kohli was presented with a spe-
cial cap by Head Coach Rahul Dravid ahead of the
start of Day 1 of the first Test against Sri Lanka.
‘My wife is here with me, my brother is there in the
stands. It’s a team game and the journey wouldn’t
have been possible without you guys. Thanks to
BCCI too. I couldn’t have received it from a better
person, my childhood hero (Dravid). I still have that
picture with you from my U-15 days,’ said Kohli. ‘In
present day cricket, with the amount we play with
three formats and an IPL, the one takeaway the
next generation can take from me is that I played
100 games in the purest format,’ he added.

Ton-up Sarfaraz put Mumbai in control
against Odisha
 Ahmedabad: Young batter Sarfaraz Khan contin-

ued his purple patch, slamming an unbeaten centu-
ry to put Mumbai in the driver’s seat in their Ranji
Trophy elite group D match against Odisha here on
Friday. Sarfaraz smashed 11 fours and a six in his
117-ball 107 not out and he was ably supported by
Armaan Jaffer (77 not out) and opener Prithvi
Shaw (53 off 64 balls) at the top as Mumbai reached
259 for 3 after dismissing Odisha for 284 on the sec-
ond day. Sarfarz and Jaffer were at the crease at the
draw of stumps with table toppers Mumbai, who
need an outright win to stay in contention for the
knockouts, just 25 runs behind Odisha’s first in-
nings total. Resuming at 250 for 6, Odisha could add
just 34 runs as the experienced Dhawal Kulkarni
(2/42) and in-form Shams Mulani (2/53) picked up
two wickets each, while Mohit Avasthi added an-
other one to the two he had taken on day one at
Narendra Modi Stadium B Ground.

Khare, Singh hit tons as Chhattisgarh
in firm control against Delhi

 Guwahati: Amandeep Khare and Shashank Singh
struck fine centuries to dash Delhi’s slim quarterfi-
nal hopes as Chhattisgarh posted a mammoth 482
for nine declared in their first innings on the sec-
ond day of their Ranji Trophy elite group H match
here on Friday. Coming into the contest, Delhi were
all but out of the quarterfinal race, languishing at
the last spot in the four-team group H with just one
point from two games. To have any slim chances in
theory, Delhi needed seven points (including a
bonus point) from the ongoing tie, but overnight
unbeaten batters Khare and Singh batted Delhi out
of that equation.

Athletes force a change in ban of
Russians at Paralympics

 Beijing: The 2022 Winter Paralympics open Friday
in Beijing, with the Russian athletes sent home and
the Ukrainian team escaping a war zone to get here.
“It’s a miracle that we have made it to the
Paralympics,” the head of the Ukrainian delega-
tion, Valerii Sushkevych, told a news conference on
the eve of the Games. Russia’s invasion of Ukraine,
shortly after the Winter Olympics wrapped up in
Beijing, is roiling the world. And the world of
sports is no exception. Paralympics organizers ini-
tially announced that Russians and Belarusians
would be allowed to compete in Beijing, but re-
versed course one day before the opening and ex-
pelled athletes from both countries. They cited ten-
sions in the Athletes Village.

Pant’s 96 lifts India to 357/6 at close
Mohali, Mar 04 (PTI):

Indian cricket’s rapidly-
rising box-office draw
Rishabh Pant owned the
centre-stage in Virat
Kohli’s landmark 100th
Test, hammering Sri
Lankan bowlers into sub-
mission with an en-
thralling 96 as the hosts
reached a commanding
357 for 6 on the opening
day of the first Test here.

The 5000 odd spectators,
who had come to watch
Kohli perform on a grand
stage, saw one of the most
flamboyant batters in re-
cent history make a mock-
ery of an average Sri
Lankan attack.

He was especially bru-
tal when it came to going
after left-arm spinner
Lasith Embuldeniya (28-2-
107-2), who was taken for
22 in one over.

The deathly silence
after Kohli’s shock exit for
a well-made 45 was there
for barely a second and
half. Because at that point
entered the stockily built
24-year-old from India’s
engineering city of
Rourkee and that was fol-
lowed by a deafening roar
which showed his popu-
larity. On Kohli’s day, he
had completely over-shad-
owed the legend.

And those who came for
Kohli, decided to stay
back and savour Pant’s
mayhem as he started
with a signature lofted six
off Embuldeniya over
mid-wicket fence.

Embuldeniya, who
must have felt embold-
ened when he got one to
turn a shade away and
tickle Kohli’s off-stump,
didn’t know what hit him.

In just over one and half
session, Pant nearly
reached his fourth hun-
dred in Test cricket before
veteran Suranga Lakmal

(1/63), in his last interna-
tional series, breached his
defence.

There were nine fours
and four sixes in his 97-
ball knock and one could-
n’t but feel for the young
man who looked com-
pletely devastated after
another near-miss, the
fifth time that he has got-
ten out in the 90s.

Vihari made good use of
his chance in place of vet-
eran Cheteshwar Pujara
and looked in control dur-
ing his stand with Kohli

before he inside edged
Vishwa Fernando’s deliv-
ery onto the stumps.

It was a perfect setting
to score a second Test
hundred but Vihari let it
slip and became
Fernando’s only scalp of
the day.

A total of 170 for 3 is a
neither here nor there
and a lot of batters will be
caught in two minds —
whether to defend or to at-
tack.

But not Pant. With him,
there are no half meas-

ures and if any critic had
an iota of difficulty in un-
derstanding why Dravid
had a hard conversation
with Wriddhiman Saha
regarding his future,
Friday’s matinee show
should help in dispelling
all doubts.

The Indian team needs
players, who can move the
game in tricky situations
and among the post Kohli-
Rohit generation, Pant is
an assured match-winner,
who can open the game in
a session.

Mohali: Virat Kohli had "but-
terflies" in his stomach and
"felt nervous" like a debutant
when he walked out to bat in
his 100th Test but he is not
bothered by lack of hundreds
as he feels he is batting well.
Kohli scored 45 and looked
set before being bowled by
Lasith Embuldeniya on the
opening day of India's first
Test against Sri Lanka here
on Friday. "I am preparing as
I have always prepared. As
long as I am batting well, I
am not bothered. We are
somehow crazy about mile-
stones and materialistic
achievements," Kohli told
mediapersons when asked if
he wants to revisit his
process since big runs have
dried up. "It felt like I am
making my debut. Had but-
terflies in my stomach, did
feel very nervous," he said.
However, he admitted that
he needs to convert his
starts. "Obviously disap-
pointed as I got a good start.
I was batting well. You obvi-
ously feel disappointed as a
batsman.  Endeavour is
always to make sure to play
a big innings for the team
and put the team in a strong
position," he said.

Not bothered
about scores: Kohli

New Delhi, Mar 04 (PTI):

Yuki Bhambri returned
to Davis Cup action with a
commanding win while
Ramkumar Ramanathan
did not even need his ‘A
game’ to emerge victorious
as India grabbed a 2-0 lead
in the World Group I Play-
off tie against Denmark,
here on Friday.

Taking full advantage of
the Danish player’s discom-
fort on the low bounce grass
court, Ramkumar cruised
to a 6-3 6-2 win over
Christian Siggsgaard,
ranked as low as 824, in the
opening singles of the tie at
Delhi Gymkhana Club.

There was hardly any
fight in the match, that last-
ed just 59 minutes, as

Christian made it easy for
the 170th-ranked Indian
with his unending unforced
errors. Yuki, playing Davis
Cup for the first time since
2017, doubled India’s lead
with a 6-4 6-4 win in the sec-
ond singles against Mikael
Torpegaard, who, though
served and stroked confi-
dently to keep the Indian
camp on edge. It was clear
that India’s strategy to host
Denmark on grass courts
worked well as tackling the
low bounce indeed troubled
the visitors. Rohan
Bopanna and Divij Sharan
will now strive to seal the tie
for India on Saturday when
they take court for the dou-
bles match against Frederik
Nielsen and Johannes
Ingildsen.

Davis Cup: Yuki,
Ramkumar give

India 2-0 lead

Mount Maunganui, Mar 04 (PTI):

Deandra Dottin com-
plemented Hayley
Matthews’ whirlwind
century with an immacu-
late last over as West
Indies notched up a stun-
ning three-run victory
over the fancied New
Zealand in the Women’s
ODI World Cup opener at
the Bay Oval here on
Friday.

Hayley smashed a 128-
ball 119 (16x4, 1x6) but the
rest of their batters failed
to convert their starts as
West Indies set up a 260-
run target after the White
Ferns skipper Sophie
Devine opted to field.

In reply, the 2000 cham-
pions rode on Devine’s
chancy 108 to overcome a
shaky start but only to
choke in the final over.

Needing six runs in the
final over, New Zealand
lost three wickets in four
balls to get all out for 256
in 49.5 overs with pace
bowling allrounder
Dottin returning with
splendid figures of 0.5-0-2-
2.

Having survived some
anxious moments both in
the form of a run-out and
a couple of missed catch-
es, Devine completed her
sixth ODI century but
could not take her team
over the line.

Chinelle Henry took a
spectacular return catch
to dismiss the White
Ferns captain in the 45th
over, something that re-
vived the Windies hopes
before the veteran all-
rounder Dottin sealed the
issue.

Asked to defend six
runs in the last over with
New Zealand having
three wickets intact,
Dottin claimed two wick-
ets in three balls, before
the 17-year-old Fran
Jonas was run out in the
fifth ball to concede the
Windies a thrilling win.

Windies turned the
match around after
Henry took a juggling re-
turn catch to dismiss the
centurion Devine.

The win would have
come easy but the West
Indies were sloppy on the
field as they leaked runs
in plenty and dropped a
slew of catches.

Devine was dropped
twice, once on 37 and
then on 74, as the skipper
also survived after West
Indies did not review a
close lbw call from the
bowling of Aaliyah
Alleyne.

Devine’s knock meant
the hosts were comfort-
ably placed with 39 runs
needed from 30 balls with
Katey Martin taking on
the charge with a 47-ball
44.

Katey smashed back-to-
back fours off Henry in
the penultimate over to
make it a simple equation
of six runs off six deliver-
ies.

Under pressure, the
Windies decided to give
the task to Dottin after
much discussions in the
middle as the veteran
pacer trapped Katey in
her second delivery with
a perfect yorker.

Women’s World Cup
Windies upset NZ in opener

Hayley Matthews’ centu-
ry helped West Indies go
past 250.

Chhattisgarh batsman Shashank Singh celebrate
his century with team mate Amandeep Khara on
the 2nd day of the Ranji Trophy cricket match be-
tween Delhi and Chatisgarh, at ACA Stadium in
Guwahati, Friday.

Imam’s 1st Test century takes
Pakistan to 245-1 vs Australia

Rawalpindi, Mar 04 (AP):

Opener Imam-ul-Haq hit
a memorable first Test
century on Friday and led
Pakistan to a commanding
245-1 in its first home test
against Australia in 24
years.

The left-hander closed
out the opening day of the
first test on 132 not out on
a typically slow and grass-
less subcontinent wicket.
Veteran Azhar Ali is also
looking solid on 64 not out.

Australia might have
missed a trick by opting to
go with its three frontline
fast bowlers, who hardly
troubled the batters with
both the new and old ball.
Australia even used its
three part-time spinners
Marnus Labuschagne,
Travis Head and Steve
Smith without any re-
ward.

Imam and Azhar denied
Australia any hope of a
breakthrough with the
new ball in the 10 overs be-
fore stumps and stretched
their second-wicket part-
nership to 140.

The lone Australian spe-
cialist spinner, Nathan
Lyon (1-87), got the only
success of the day for the
visitors when he dis-
missed Abdullah Shafique
for 44 just before lunch,
but not before a 105-run
opening wicket stand with
Imam.

Azhar and Imam then
frustrated Australia for
the entire two sessions by
piling up another century
stand.

Imam, playing in his

12th test but first in 27
months, showed grit
throughout the day
against fast bowlers and
spinners after captain
Babar Azam won the toss
and elected to bat.

Fast bowlers Mitchell
Starc, Josh Hazlewood and
skipper Pat Cummins
hardly troubled Pakistan's
top order in their short
spells as they bowled 45

overs between them.
Lyon earlier extracted

brief turn off the wicket
with the new ball but both
openers dominated the
spinner by using their feet
and raised a century
stand.

Lyon was ineffective
until he claimed Shafique
in the penultimate over be-
fore lunch. Shafique got
beaten in the flight and

tried to heave the offspin-
ner over long off. He was
brilliantly caught by a
running Cummins.

Imam, who last played a
test match against
Australia at Adelaide in
December 2019, survived a
close call for lbw in Starc's
third over as the visitors
went for an unsuccessful
television review and the
replays suggested the ball
would have went over the
stumps.

Imam raised his century
in the last session when he
drove Starc through the
covers for his 13th bound-
ary beside hitting two
straight sixes against
Lyon.

Shafique also had a
close call but Head
dropped a difficult chance
at leg slip in Lyon's second
over, a ball after the spin-
ner was smacked for a
straight six.

Imam had earlier raised
his half century by pulling
Cummins to square leg
boundary for a four and
overtook his batting part-
ner once Australia briefly
applied the offspin of
Head and Lyon.

It's the first time
Australia has played a
test match in Pakistan
since 1998 due to con-
cerns over security from
several attacks in
Pakistan. It's a three-
match test series.

Australian players wore
black armbands as a trib-
ute to Australia's former
wicketkeeper great Rod
Marsh, who died on
Friday at age 74.

Abo grabs 6/32; Arunachal on top vs Bihar
KKoollkkaattaa,,  MMaarr  44  ((PPTTII))::  Nabam Abo rattled Bihar with his figures of
6/32 to put Arunachal Pradesh on top on the second day of their
Ranji Trophy Plate group match here on Friday. Resuming the day
on 76/6, Bihar managed to add just 33 runs to their overnight
total before being bundled out for 109. Sakibul Gani, who scored
a record 341 on his Ranji debut a few days back, was Bihar's top
scorer with 38 runs as they failed to get going with Abo giving
regular breakthroughs. Manvan Patel and Techi Neri claimed two
wickets each as Arunachal took a 87-run first innings lead.
Arunachal Pradesh in their second essay were 210/7 with Rajesh
Bishnoi remaining unbeaten on 70. Teshi Tiku also made a fine 47
as the duo put on a solid 108-run stand for the sixth wicket.



Mirzapur (UP), Mar 4 (PTI):

Stating that the entire
world is passing through a
delicate period now, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
Friday asserted no matter
how deep the crisis is
India's response is even
bigger. Addressing an elec-
tion rally here, the PM also
said that thousands of stu-
dents have been brought
back from Ukraine safely
under the ongoing
Operation Ganga, and
those still there are being
evacuated.

"The entire world now is
passing through a 'najuk
daur' (delicate period) of
this century. Many coun-
tries are today affected by

the pandemic, unrest and
uncertainty. But you must
have seen however deep the
crisis is India's attempts (to
address them) are even big-
ger and firm," he said. "We

have brought back thou-
sands of students from
Ukraine under Operation
Ganga safely," the PM said,
adding special flights are
being operated for those

still stuck there. Any cam-
paign associated with
mother Ganga is bound to
succeed, he added.

"During the coronavirus
period, India brought
every single citizen stuck
abroad by running
Operation Vande Bharat.
Operation Devi Shakti
was carried out in
Afghanistan. Now, India is
engaged in saving every
citizen and student in
Ukraine," he added.
Targeting the Opposition,
the PM said the voters of
Uttar Pradesh need to de-
feat "'pariwarwadi' (dy-
nasts) and 'Mafiawadi'
(those who support the
mafia elements) and bring
the BJP government.

Entire world passing through 
a delicate period now: PM

New Delhi, Mar 04 (PTI): 

The Supreme Court
Friday directed a
Coimbatore-based college
to pay interest on the de-
layed payment of retire-
ment benefits to an associ-
ate professor, saying the
retired employee should
not be made to suffer for
no fault of his.

The apex court said in-
terest be paid on the de-
layed payment, subject to
the final decision that may
be taken by the govern-
ment on the objections to
the enquiry report in the
matter, and it will be open
for the college to recover
the same from the person
who is held responsible for
the delay.

A bench of Justices M R
Shah and B V Nagarathna
delivered its verdict on an
appeal filed by the retired
associate professor
against the October last

year order of the Madras
High Court which had dis-
posed of his plea observ-
ing that it is ultimately for
the government to take an
appropriate decision in
the matter based on the en-
quiry report.

The management/
trustees/ college are here-
by directed to pay the inter-
est on the delayed payment
of retirement benefits to
the appellant, from the date
of retirement till the actual
payment was made, subject
to the final decision that
may be taken by the gov-
ernment on the objections
to the enquiry report that
may be filed by the former
secretary and/or the col-
lege and it will be open for
the college/ management/
trustees to recover the
same from the person, who,
ultimately is held to be re-
sponsible for the delay, the
bench said.

The top court said that

as there was a delay in
making the payment of re-
tirement benefits and set-
tling the dues for which
the appellant is not at all
responsible, he is entitled
to interest on the delayed
payment.

Even the division bench
of the high court has ob-
served in the impugned
judgment and order that
the appellant is entitled to
the interest on the delayed
payment, it said.

It noted that the division
bench of high court was
informed that the govern-
ment has conducted an en-
quiry and fastened liabili-
ty on the college and a for-
mer secretary of the col-
lege was allegedly respon-
sible for delay in disburse-
ment of terminal benefits
to the retired employee.

The apex court also
noted it was pointed out to
the high court that the for-
mer secretary was unwell

and therefore, he could not
file objections to the en-
quiry report.

It said there is an inter
se dispute between the sec-
retary, management and
the government as to who
is responsible for the delay
in making the payment.

In that view of the mat-
ter, subject to the further
final order that may be
passed by the government,
the college/management
is first liable to pay the in-
terest on the delayed pay-
ment of retirement dues
subject to the final deci-
sion, which may be taken
by the government, after
hearing the management
and the former secretary,
it said.

However, because of the
inter se dispute between
the management, secre-
tary and the government
on who is responsible for
the delay in making the
payment and/or settling

the dues, the retired em-
ployee should not be made
to suffer for no fault of his,
the bench said, while set-
ting aside the high court
order which had denied in-
terest on delayed payment
of retirement benefits.

It said payment of inter-
est on delayed payment of
retirement benefits be
made within six weeks.
The associate professor
had retired from the col-
lege, which is an aided col-
lege, in June 2011 and
there was a delay in pay-
ing the retirement benefits
to him despite several cor-
respondences.

He had filed a petition
before the high court and
during the hearing, it
was told that entire ter-
minal benefits have been
settled. Thereafter, the
issue remained was re-
garding interest on the
delayed payment of pen-
sionary benefits.

HC refuses to issue notice on plea to direct govt
to publish health warning on liquor bottles

New Delhi, Mar 04 (PTI): 

The Delhi High Court
Friday refused to issued
notice, as of now, on a plea
seeking direction to the
government to publish
'health warning' on liquor
bottles and packages, sim-
ilar to the warning sign
used on cigarette packets,
and observed that the peti-
tioner has been filing so
many pleas on a daily
basis.

A bench of Chief
Justice D N Patel and
Justice Neena Bansal
Krishna adjourned the
matter for July 4, saying
all his petitions should be
accumulated and there-
after, the court will see

what has to be done.
The high court was

hearing the plea filed by
petitioner and lawyer
Ashwini Kumar
Upadhyay, who also
sought a direction to the
Delhi government to pro-
hibit or control the pro-
duction, distribution and
consumption of intoxicat-
ing drinks and drugs
which are injurious to
health, in order to secure
right to health, guaran-
teed under Article 21 of
the Constitution.

We are not issuing no-
tice. Counsel for other
side, keep accumulating
all the petitions filed by
him (Upadhyay), we will
see what is to be done on

the next date on July 4.
How many petitions you
have got ready, typed, in
your drawer and in print-
ing etc. Daily you are fil-
ing petitions. You people
are daily filing PILs, do
you have anything else,
the bench said.

On the petition, the high
court remarked where is
the question of warning
on liquor bottle? There is
no question.

The petition sought to
direct the authorities to
advertise 'Health and
Environment Hazard' of
intoxicating drinks
through electronic, print
and social media in order
to secure citizen's right to
know, right to information

and right to health, guar-
anteed under Article 21.

It also sought to direct
the government to carry
out Health Impact
Assessment and
Environment Impact
Assessment of produc-
tion, distribution and con-
sumption of intoxicating
drinks and drugs.

Alleging that the state
government has made
Delhi as liquor capital of
India in last seven years,
the petitioner said Delhi
has a total of 280 munici-
pal wards and until 2015,
there were only 250 liquor
shops, that is, on an aver-
age, one liquor shop in
every ward and 30 wards
without liquor shop.

SC to hear on March 11 plea for cancellation
of bail of Ashish Mishra in Lakhimpur case

New Delhi, Mar 04 (PTI): 

The Supreme Court on
Friday agreed to hear on
March 11 a plea challeng-
ing the grant of bail by the
Allahabad High Court to
Ashish Mishra, son of
Union minister Ajay
Mishra, in connection
with the Lakhimpur Kheri
violence that left eight peo-
ple, including four farm-
ers, dead.

A bench headed by Chief
Justice N V Ramana took
note of the submissions of
lawyer Prashant Bhushan
that the other accused in
the case are moving courts
for grant of bail citing the
relief granted to Ashish
Mishra and asked him to
intimate the high court
that the top court is hear-
ing the plea for cancella-
tion of bail.

I can list on March 11
only. Other judges have to

be available, the CJI said. A
single-judge bench of the
high court, on February 10,
had granted bail to Mishra
who had spent four months
in custody. Bhushan sub-
mitted that the high court
while granting the bail, did
not follow the law laid
down and did not consider
aspects like tampering
with evidence and fleeing
from justice.

The problem is that
other accused are also
moving," he added. He
sought a direction to the
high court that for the
time being, the bail plea of
other accused be not con-
sidered. File a memo be-
fore the high court that we
are hearing on March 11,
the bench said. Three fam-
ily members of farmers,
who were killed in the vio-
lence, have sought a stay
on the February 10 bail
order of the high court,

saying the verdict was un-
sustainable in the eyes of
law as there has been no
meaningful and effective
assistance by the state to
the court in the matter .

Recently, another plea
seeking cancellation of
bail of accused Ashish
Mishra was filed by advo-
cates Shiv Kumar Tripathi
and CS Panda on whose
letter the apex court had
taken the suo motu cog-
nizance of the incident.

On October 3, last year,
eight people were killed in
Lakhimpur Kheri during
violence that erupted
when farmers were
protesting against Uttar
Pradesh Deputy Chief
Minister Keshav Prasad
Maurya's visit to the area.
Four farmers were moved
down by the SUV. A driver
and two BJP workers were
then allegedly lynched by
angry farmers.
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Union Jal Shakti Minister Gajendra Singh Shekhawat with Andhra Pradesh Chief
Minister YS Jagan Mohan Reddy visit Polavaram project and resettlement colonies
at Indukuru Colony, in East Godavari district, Friday.

POLAVARAM VISIT

Indian Air Force (IAF) organises a fire power demonstration during a full dress 
rehearsal of the exercise Vayu Shakti 2022, at the Air Force firing range at Pokhran,
in Jaisalmer, Friday.

FULL DRESS REHEARSAL
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IIT Kharagpur mulls
offline classes

Kolkata, Mar 04 (PTI):
With the improvement
in the overall COVID-19
situation, IIT Kharagpur
authorities are planning
to start offline classes
but the dates for that will
be decided only after all
the students are back in
the campus, Registrar
Tamal Nath said on
Friday.

Around 7,000 students,
approximately half of
their total number, are
already in the hostels
and the labs are open.

Offline classes can
begin again only after all
the students are present.
We have approximately
around 15,000 students
and their parents have
been informed, he said.

No timeframe to start
offline classes has been
decided yet and it will
depend on the arrival of
all students.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi ineracts with a child amongst 
supporters during a roadshow for the seventh and last phase 
of UP Assembly elections, in Varanasi district, Friday.

‘Process for framing 
guidelines to handle complaints

against CVC initiated’
New Delhi, Mar 04 (PTI): 

The process for framing
guidelines to handle com-
plaints against Central
Vigilance Commissioner
(CVC) and Vigilance
Commissioner has been initi-
ated, the Department of
Personnel and Training has
said in reply to an RTI query.
Presently, no guidelines to
handle complaints of corrup-
tion and other misconduct
against CVC and Vigilance
Commissioner are in place, it
said. 

"Process for framing
guidelines to handle griev-
ances/complaints against
Chief Vigilance
Commissioner/ Vigilance
Commissioner has been initi-

ated by DoPT," the RTI reply
said. Further, the DoPT is in
receipt of a total of four
grievances against the for-
mer Central Vigilance
Commissioner, it said re-
sponding to the RTI applica-
tion filed by this PTI journal-
ist. "This office is not in re-
ceipt of any complaint
against the present Central
Vigilance Commissioner," the
DoPT said. 

It was asked to give details
of steps being taken or al-
ready taken on framing guide-
lines to process corruption
complaints against former
and/or present Central
Vigilance Commissioner and
Vigilance Commissioners in
the Central Vigilance
Commission.

Indian-origin woman jailed for
cheating Singapore insurance agent

Singapore, Mar 0 (PTI): 

An Indian-origin woman
was sentenced to 20 months
and two weeks' jail on
Friday for cheating an eld-
erly insurance agent of
113,400 Singapore Dollars,
the Channel News Asia re-
ported. Devaki Gopal
Muthu's 38-year-old son,
Rajeshvran Veerappan,
who conspired in the cheat-
ing case in 2016 by pretend-
ing to be the Chief Justice
or a senior judge, had previ-
ously been sentenced to 20
months in jail.

The court heard that 62-
year-old Muthu got to
know the 71-year-old man,
an insurance agent,
through her then-
boyfriend. Her boyfriend
was the man's customer
and had bought an insur-
ance plan from him. From
November 2016 to May

2017, mother and son sent
text messages to the man
and called him to say they
needed money to pay for
expenses relating to legal
proceedings they were in-
volved in.

They promised to pay
the money back to him
once the legal proceedings
were over, although they
intended no such thing. On
numerous occasions,
Muthu's son also called the
agent pretending to be
prominent members of the
judiciary, such as Chief
Justice Sundaresh Menon
and then-Principal District
Judge Bala Reddy, accord-
ing to the channel report.

He did so in order to in-
duce the man to transfer
money to him or his moth-
er. Muthu would also call
the man, pretending to be a
court secretary named
Sara Goh, asking for

money transfers. If the
man was reluctant, the duo
would tell him that he
would get into trouble with
the courts.

On 38 occasions over sev-
eral months, the man
transferred a total of
SGD113,400 into bank ac-
counts belonging to Devaki
or her son. The man, who
has not been repaid, bor-
rowed from friends and
banks to make the trans-
fers and struggled to make
repayments.

As a result, he became
devastated and expressed
suicidal thoughts, especial-
ly when it began affecting
his relationships with his
family members, the prose-
cutor said. His brother now
refuses to speak to him and
he can no longer visit his
ageing mother who lives
with his brother.

Court documents did not

indicate how the offences
came to light. The prosecu-
tor on Friday asked for be-
tween 20 and 22 months'
jail for Muthu, saying she
had inordinately delayed
court proceedings and
wasted the court's time.

A plead guilty hearing
was set many times and the
case even went to trial at
one point, but Muthu
claimed to have COVID-19
on the day of the trial. "I
don't think that is true,"
said the prosecutor. "Of
course, she recently did
catch COVID."

She stressed that Muthu
has caused an inordinate
delay by "vacillating" be-
tween which position to
take regarding her plea.
"Even her son has pleaded
guilty, and his sentence
served, and I think he's
been charged with new of-
fences," said the prosecutor.

NIA files charge sheet
against 5 Khalistani
terror ists in arms

dropping case 
Chandigarh, Mar 04 (PTI):
The NIA on Friday filed a
charge sheet in a special
court here against five
Khalistani terrorists, includ-
ing the chief of proscribed
International Sikh Youth
Federation, in a case related
to smuggling of arms, explo-
sives and narcotics via
drones from Pakistan, an of-
ficial said. A spokesperson of
the National Investigation
Agency said the charge
sheet was filed against ISYF
chief Lakhbir Singh Rode
alias "Baba" of Moga
(Punjab), who is hiding in
Pakistan, and his four ar-
rested associates- Harmesh
Singh alias "Kali" of Kilche
village of Ferozpur, Darvesh
Singh alias "Shinda" of
Bainke Wale Jhugge,
Gurmukh Singh of New
Hardayal Nagar in
Jalandhar and Gagandeep
Singh of Guru Nanakpura,
Phagwara-Kapurthala.

Retired employee should not be 
made to suffer for no fault of his: SC


