
Rescued
RRaanncchhii:: Five girls, who
were allegedly trafficked
from Jharkhand's Gumla
district, were rescued
from Delhi, an official
release said on Tuesday.
On February 9, Integrated
Resource-cum-
Rehabilitation Centre
(IRRC) received a tip-off
on its toll-free number
that girls from Jharkhand
were being trafficked and
brought to Delhi, it said.

20 yrs RI
NNaaggaaoonn:: A court in
Assam's Morigaon dis-
trict has sentenced a man
to 20 years of rigorous
imprisonment after he
was found guilty of
repeatedly raping his
minor sister resulting in
her pregnancy. The court
of Additional Sessions
judge, who also acts as
the special judge under
POCSO Act, handed down
the sentence to the 23-
year-old man on Monday.
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A honey bee visits a flower
at Lodhi Gardens, in New

Delhi, Tuesday.
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Surajpur, Feb 22: 

A 55-year-old person
with disability was tram-
pled to death by a wild ele-
phant in  Surajpur dis-
trict, an official said on
Tuesday.

The incident occurred
on Monday evening when
Dhana, a former
sarpanch, and one more
person was returning to
their native Tukudand
from Masga through a
forested patch when their
car broke down, said BS
Bhagat Divisional Forest
Officer (DFO), Surajpur di-
vision.

"They spotted a wild ele-
phant while pushing the
vehicle. The man with
Dhana managed to flee,
but the latter was killed.
Immediate relief of Rs

25,000 has been given to
the kin while the remain-
ing Rs 5.75 lakh will be dis-
bursed post legal formali-
ties," he said.

Surajpur, a neighbour-
ing district of Korba, is lo-
cated over 300 kilometres
from state capital Raipur.

Dehradun, Feb 22 (PTI): 

Fourteen people return-
ing from a wedding were
killed and two others in-
jured when a vehicle fell
into a deep gorge on the
Sukhidhang-Dandaminar
road in Uttarakhand's
Champawat district, police
said on Tuesday.

The accident occurred at
around 10 pm on Monday
but the information
reached the authorities by
around 3 am and rescue
teams were rushed to the
spot, an official at the
Champawat district disas-
ter management office said.
C h a m p a w a t
Superintendent of Police
Devendra Pincha told PTI
that 12 bodies have been re-
covered and efforts to pull
out the remaining two from

the deep and narrow gorge
are underway. The dead in-
cluded five women and two
children.

The injured are being
treated at different hospi-
tals in Tanakpur and
Champawat, the SP said,
adding the recovery of bod-
ies is still underway at the
site. The pickup vehicle was
returning from a wedding
at a Dharamshala in
Tanakpur to Danda Kaknai
village when it met with the
accident, he said. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
announced an ex gratia of
Rs 2 lakh from the Prime
Minister National Relief
Fund for the next of kin of
those killed and 50,000 for
the injured. Chief Minister
Pushkar Singh Dhami has
condoled the loss of lives in
the accident.

Mumbai, Feb 22 (PTI): 

The Bombay High Court
on Tuesday said the
Maharashtra government's
orders of 2021 permitting
only people fully vaccinat-
ed against COVID-19 to
travel in local trains were
"illegal" and brazenly af-
fected the fundamental
rights of citizens.

A division bench of
Chief Justice Dipankar
Datta and Justice M S
Karnik said the three or-
ders signed by the govern-
ment's then chief secretary
Sitaram Kunte were in
clear diversion from the
prescribed procedure
under the Disaster
Management Rules.

"The orders passed by

the former chief secretary
were in clear diversion of
the prescribed procedure.
Due to the illegal orders,
the fundamental rights of
citizens were brazenly af-
fected," the HC said.

On Tuesday, the govern-
ment's counsel, Anil
Anturkar, informed the
court that the three orders
in question (issued on July
15, August 10 and August
11, 2021) stand withdrawn.

"In spirit of the observa-
tions made by the high
court, the three orders are
withdrawn. The state exec-
utive committee would be
holding a meeting on
February 25 following
which fresh directives
would be issued," Anturkar
said. "We may withdraw

the prohibition (on use of
local trains by unvaccinat-
ed people or those who have
taken one dose) or may im-
pose it based on the present
COVID-19 situation. At this
stage, I cannot say anything
further," Anturkar said.

The bench then pointed
out that the number of peo-
ple who tested positive for
coronavirus in Mumbai on
Monday was at the lowest
in 20 months.

"We hope and trust that
the state executive com-
mittee takes an appropri-
ate decision on February
25, keeping in mind the
declining trend of
COVID-19 cases," the HC
said and posted the mat-
ter for further hearing on
February 28.

ESCALATING TENSIONS AI operates flight to Ukraine
to bring back Indians

New Delhi, Feb 22 (PTI): 

Air India on Tuesday
operated a Boeing 787 air-
craft to Ukraine to bring
back Indians amid rising
tensions in the eastern
European country.

The aircraft, which has

more than 250 seats, is ex-
pected to return to the na-
tional capital at around
10.30 pm on Tuesday, ac-
cording to an airline offi-
cial.

The flight AI 1947 took
off from the airport here
at around 7.30 am and

landed at Boryspil
International Airport in
Kyiv at around 3 pm IST
(Indian Standard Time),
according to flight track-
ing websites.

In recent weeks, ten-
sions have been escalat-
ing between Ukraine and
Russia, and on Monday,
Russia recognised the in-
dependence of two sepa-

ratist regions in the east-
ern Ukraine.

On Tuesday, Indian em-
bassy in Kyiv again asked
Indian students to tem-
porarily leave the country
amid the rising tensions.

Air India, on February
19, announced that it
would operate three
flights between India and
Ukraine on February 22,

24 and 26. Meanwhile,
full-service carrier
Vistara's CEO Vinod
Kannan on Tuesday said
it has no plans to operate
flights to Ukraine.

"At this time, we are
not planning flights to
Ukraine because of air-
craft limitations and
other reasons," he told
PTI.
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Vehicle falls into
gorge,14 killed

HC VERDICT 

Allowing only fully vaccinated
people in local trains ‘illegal’

TRAGIC MISHAP

Tusker kills man after his car
breaks down on forest road

The incident occurred on
Monday evening when
Dhana, a former sarpanch,
and one more person was
returning to their native
Tukudand from Masga
through a forested patch
when their car broke down.
They spotted a wild ele-
phant while pushing the
vehicle. The man with
Dhana managed to flee, but
the latter was killed.

About the incident
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Bhilai, Feb 22:

Border Security Force
deployed in counter-insur-
gency operations succeed-
ed to foil the naxal bid to
attack the security forces
in Kanker. Acting on a spe-
cific tip off, the brave
jawans recovered nine nos
Directional Mines which
were planted by the naxals
to target the security
forces.

BSF sources informed
that on February 22, the

Intelligence Unit of BSF
passed on specific infor-
mation to the ground
forces positioned at BSF
Camp in Dhutta of
Koyalibeda regarding the

directional mines in the
jungles of village Jungda.
A special operation was
immediately launched by
the team of 4th BSF
Battalion. The team recov-

ered nine nos Directional
Mines in the jungles locat-
ed 06 kilometres from CoB
Dhutta and about 11 kilo-
metres south of 4th
Battalion Headquarters /
PS Koyalibeda.

The directional mine
pipes were installed by the
Naxalites with the inten-
tion of causing heavy ca-
sualties to the security
forces. Acting on the spe-
cific tip off from
Intelligence Branch of the
Border Security Force, the
brave jawans worked
proactively and recovered
the directional mines to
foil the nefarious inten-
tions of the Maoists.

SK Tyagi, IG (Special
Operations) Chhattisgarh,
has appreciated the team
involved in this operation
and has urged the Maoists
to abstain from anti-na-
tional activities, join the
mainstream and partici-
pate in development and
progress of their family,
society and the nation.

Naxal bid foiled: 
Directional Mines recovered 

Bhilai, Feb 22: 

Everest Conqueror
Savita Dhapwal, an em-
ployee with SAIL-BSP
will soon join the ranks of
India’s first woman to
scale Mt Everest,
Bachendri Pal in an all
women expedition tra-
versing the Himalayas
from East to West - from
Arunachal to Karakoram
range - covering over
4,977 kms.

SAIL-Bhilai Steel Plant
has many national & in-
ternational sportspersons
including Olympians who
were and still are on the
rolls of BSP. One among
them, Savita Dhapwal
chose a different path al-
together – a difficult,
challenging, adventurous
and perilous sport – that
of mountaineering.
Having scaled Mt Everest
in 1993, the highest peak
in the world that many
mountaineers around the
world dream to climb,
Dhapwal who is fifty plus
now still has the enthusi-
asm to go trekking into
the mountains. The
FIT@50+ Women’s Trans
Himalayan Expedition 22
being launched by Tata

Steel Adventure
Foundation (TSAF) that
has joined hands with
FIT India Movement was
just the opportunity
Savita Dhapwal, now a
Lecturer in SAIL-Bhilai’s
English Medium Middle
School, Sector 6, was look-
ing for.

This unique expedition
with participants aged 50
years and above from

across India to be led by
legendary mountaineer
and recipient of Padma
Bhushan & Padma Shri,
Bachendri Pal, is a gift of
fitness on International
Women’s Day.

Ms Pal has in a letter to
Chairman SAIL, Soma
Mondal, informed about
Dhapwal’s selection
among top 10 women
from across different

states of India. This expe-
dition for the first time
will have participants in
the age group of 50s and
60s from across India, in-
formed Ms Pal.

The expedition is
scheduled to start on
March 08, 2022. Director
I/c Bhilai Steel Plant,
Anirban Dasgupta and
ED (P&A) KK Singh met
Savita Dhapwal on
Tuesday, February 22,
2022 wishing her well.

Being supported by
Tata Motors and Tata
Sports Club as drive and
fitness partners, respec-
tively as well as the
Indian Army, the
FIT@50+ Women’s Trans
Himalayan Expedition is
being organised in collab-
oration with the Ministry

of Youth Affairs & Sports,
Government of India,
under the FIT India ban-
ner, and is dedicated to
celebrations of ‘Azadi ka
Amrut Mahotsav.’

As the life span has in-
creased globally, it has be-
come important to engage
people aged 50 and above
in various activities.

The expedition which
was to take off in May
last year but had to be
postponed due to the glob-
al pandemic, will inspire
& motivate women of all
age groups to include fit-
ness activities in their
daily lives to stay healthy.

The team members are
drawn from across India
comprising retired pro-
fessionals and homemak-
ers. The 10-member team

also comprises three
Women Everest
Summiteers. The 5-
months long expedition
involves crossing about 37
mountain passes. The
team will commence a
journey of an ultimate
human endurance start-
ing from Arunachal
Pradesh and traverse
through Assam, West
Bengal, Sikkim, Nepal,
Uttarakhand, Himachal
and Leh Ladakh, and will
be concluded at Tiger Hill
(Kargil) (16,608 feet).

Besides Bachendri Pal,
Leader (67 yrs from
Jamshedpur, Jharkhand)
and Savita Dhapwal (52
yrs from Bhilai), the 10-
member team includes
Chetna Sahoo (54 yrs
from Kolkata), Shamala
Padmanabhan (64 yrs
from Mysuru in
Karnataka), Gangorti
Soneji (62-Baroda-
Gujarat), Chaula Jagirdar
(63-Palanpur-Gujarat),
Payo Murmu (53-
Jamshedpur-Jharkhand),
Dr Sushma Bissa (55-
Bikaneer- Rajashtan),
Maj Krishna Dubey (59-
Lucknow-UP), and
Bimbla Deoskar (55-
Nagpur-Maharashtra).

Everest conqueror Savita Dhapwal to Join 
FIT@50+ Women’s Trans Himalayan Expedition

BBhhiillaaii,,  FFeebb  2222::  

Students of B Sc Nursing, M
Sc Nursing & Post Basic B Sc
Nursing courses of PG College of
Nursing (PGCON), (Managed by
Bhilai Education Trust in collabo-
ration with JLN Hospital and
Research Center, BSP Sector-9
Hospital) have achieved remark-
able success in placements this
year.

Fifty students of PG College of
Nursing have been selected as
Community Health Officer
through Chhattisgarh NHM CHO
Recruitment Exam 2021 conduct-
ed by National Health Mission,
Chhattisgarh. All these students
are serving as primary health
care providers through postings
in different areas of the state
and using the excellent nursing
training received in the college.
Thirty-one nursing students of
the college were selected for
rendering services in various
departments of JLN Hospital and
Research Center (BSP Sector-9
Hospital) while the job place-
ment of Ten students has been
done in the prestigious multi-
specialty hospital - Yashoda
Hospital, Hyderabad.

Apart from this, PG College of
Nursing students also registered
remarkable success in AIIMS
Nursing Officer Recruitment
Common Eligibility Test
(NORCET)-2021, and college stu-
dents Yamini, Tarini, Yachna
Thakur & Himani Sahu were
selected as Nursing Officer in
AIIMS Raipur. In addition to this
college student, Vaishali

Amblikar was selected as
Nursing Officer in Safdarganj
Hospital, New Delhi. It may be
mentioned that other nursing
students of the college also have
raised the flag of success by get-
ting jobs in various eminent hos-
pitals of the state and the coun-
try.

Vijay Kumar Gupta, the
Managing Trustee of Bhilai
Education Trust and Chairman of
PG College of Nursing,
expressed his joy on the achieve-
ment of the students and con-
veyed his best wishes to the
selected students and opined
that due to the boom in the
health sector, immense job
opportunities emerged for the
nursing students in the presti-
gious health care institutions of
India and abroad including gov-

ernment jobs in our country. The
students of PG College of
Nursing are making continuous
successes in the field of building
their careers by getting excellent
nursing teaching-training
through employment-oriented
courses conducted in the col-
lege. PG College of Nursing’s
Principal Prof Dr Abhilekha
Biswal while congratulating the
selected students gave the cred-
it to the team of experienced and
dedicated professors of the col-
lege, who are playing an impor-
tant role in building the overall
personality of the students by
constantly motivating and hon-
ing their talents. All the faculty
and staff members of the college
have also expressed their joy
over the success of the students
and wished them a bright future.

It is worth mentioning that in
the past years, the students of
PG College of Nursing by doing
employable B Sc Nursing, M Sc
Nursing, and Post Basic B Sc
Nursing courses were selected in
large numbers through in-cam-
pus and out-campus placements
in various government hospitals
of the state-level including
AIIMS-Raipur, JLN Hospital &
Research Center, BSP Sector 9
Hospital-Bhilai, MCHRC-Raipur.
They have been selected in
National-level health care insti-
tutes like Medanta-Gurgaon,
Fortis and Escorts Hospital-New
Delhi, Birla Hospital, Dhirubhai
Ambani and Bombay Hospital-
Mumbai, Hyderabad-based
Apollo and Max Hospitals,
KIIMS-Kerala, St John’s Hospital
Bangalore including BMRC-
Bhopal and Railway Hospitals
operating in various states of
India, ESIC Hospitals, etc. Even
at the international level, the
students of PGCON showed their
talent by getting jobs in reputed
hospitals in countries like
Singapore, England, USA,
Australia, Ireland, Canada &
UAE.

It is to be mentioned that
established in the year 1986, PG
College of Nursing’s four profes-
sors have been honoured by the
President with the highest hon-
our of nursing teaching, the
Florence Nightingale Award. In
the past years, the students of
PG College of Nursing were get-
ting the place in the University
Merit List due to their academic
excellence.

Record job placement of students
from PG College of Nursing

Bhilai, Feb 22: In a sen-
sational case, Durg
Police carried out search
and rescue operations
for about 48 hours in the
dense forest and naxal
infested areas of
Kalahandi (Orissa) to
rescue an abducted
youth from the clutches
of cannabis smugglers.
Four members of the
gang have been arrested
while three others are at
large. The victim family
and police was initially
considering it to be miss-
ing case but about four
days ago, a video of the
abducted youth went
viral on social media
after which a big opera-
tion was executed to res-
cue him.

IG Badri Narayan
Meena (SSP, Durg) in-
formed that on February
10, Supela Police Station
had received a missing
person report from

Savita Gandharva of
Supela. She had in-
formed that her son
Satish Gandharva was
missing. During the in-
vestigation, Police had
received information
that Satish Gandharva
had gone to Orissa with
some people from Bhilai.
In the meanwhile, the
family received a video
on WhatsApp in which
the youth was seen being
tortured. The unknown
people demanded ran-
som from the family.

Taking suo moto cog-
nizance of the matter as
soon as the video of the
kidnapped youth went
viral in social media,
Senior Superintendent of
Police BN Meena (IPS)
directed the newly
formed Narcotics team
to rescue the youth safe-
ly. Additional
Superintendent of Police
(City) Sanjay Dhruv, City
Superintendent of Police
(Bhilai Nagar) Rakesh
Joshi and Narcotics Cell
In-charge DSP Nassar
Siddhiqui coordinated
with the Narcotics Team.

The team discovered
that the missing youth
had gone to Kalahandi
area of Orissa with
cannabis smugglers a
few days ago, after which
the youth had not re-
turned back. On examin-
ing the video, police
found that the missing
youth was being tortured
naked and the abductors
were demanding money
from the relatives. The
video was shot in middle
of a dense forest.

On the basis of techni-
cal analysis of the video,
Narcotics Cell teams led
by Inspector Suresh
Dhruva, Inspector
Gaurav Tiwari and ASI
Purna Bahadur were
sent to Orissa.
Continuous raids were
carried out in the dense
forests of Tal Nuagaon,
Mohangiri Manikhera in
Kalahandi district of
Orissa. Narcotics team
received important infor-
mation regarding
cannabis smuggler Anil
Soni alias Gudva, Sunil
and Adam. Anil Soni
alias Gudwa was a listed
offender of Supela Police
Station area who is ac-
cused in more than half
a dozen criminal cases.
He was presently living
in Kalahandi, Odisha
and had formed an or-
ganized gang for smug-
gling cannabis. Police
team concluded that
Satish Gandharva has
been kidnapped and de-
tained in the dense
forests of Kalahandi by
cannabis smugglers only.

Thereafter, the police
team raided the locations
of smugglers. But the
smugglers were con-
stantly changing their
hideouts by taking ad-
vantage of the geograph-
ical location and dense
forests.

Durg Police team
worked strategically and
finally succeeded in res-
cuing the youth around
22:00 hrs on Monday.
Satish Gandharva and
one Shahnawaz were
safely rescued. Police
also managed to arrest
two accused identified as
Adam and Anil.
However, the gang leader
Anil alias Gudwa es-
caped in the dense
forests. The gang’s local
associate Mohammad
Shahzad alias Chidiya
was also arrested. Police
found that one Parvez
Khan, a habitual offend-
er of Supela, was also in-

volved in this gang.
Police are making efforts
to trace and arrest
Parvez Khan. Later the
prime accused Anil Soni
aloas Gudva was also
nabbed. The accused are
being strictly interrogat-
ed by the Narcotics Cell
and the cops have ex-
tracted significant infor-
mation about the smug-
gling network.

The arrested accused
are identified Anil Soni
alias Gudva (38) son of
Vijay Soni a resident of
Soni Bhawan, near
Masjid, Supela;
Mohammad Shahzad
alias Chidiya (26) son of
Mohammad Aslam Khan
a resident of Faridnagar
Supela; Adam Sona (26)
son of Jai Sona a resi-
dent of Village Tol
Nuapara, Thana M
Rampur, District
Kalahandi, Orissa; and P
Wan alias Anil (30) son of
Rapuga Harijan a resi-
dent of Biripodi,
Panchayat Dedsuli,
Police Station M Rampur
District Kalahandi,
Orissa. The absconding
accused are identified as
Sunil (35) son of Rapuga
Harijan a resident of
Biripodi, Panchayat
Dedsuli, Police Station M
Rampur, District
Kalahandi, Orissa; Azad
Shah (30) son of Salim
Shah a resident of Farid
Nagar Supela, and
Parvez Khan (39) son of
Mohd Hassan Khan a
resident of Farid Nagar,
Supela.

Inspector Suresh
Dhruva (SHO, Supela)
(Narcotics Cell),
Inspector Gaurav Tiwari
(in-charge Cyber Cell)
(Narcotics Cell), ASI
Purna Bahadur
(Narcotics Cell),
Constable Anoop
Sharma, Pannelal,
Rinku Soni, Civil Team
Santosh Gupta, Jugnu
Singh, Shahbaz Khan,
Supela Police Station
Constable Vikas Tiwari,
Junaid Siddiqui,
Upendra Singh, Niyaz

Police rescues abducted
youth from naxal

infested area of Orissa
Bhilai Youth was held hostage by cannabis smugglers

BBhhiillaaii,,  FFeebb  2222:: Taking a new ini-
tiative, Bank of Baroda
Regional Office, Durg has
taken a new initiative to create
enjoyable and enthusiastic
moments apart from the bank-
ing activities of its staff mem-
bers of all regions (Durg,
Dhamtari, Raipur and Bilaspur)
in the state of Chhattisgarh.
Durg Regional Office hosted
the Inter Region Cricket
Tournament – Season 2022 for
staff members on February 20.
The one day tournament saw
enthusiastic participation of
teams from Durg, Dhamtari,
Bilaspur, and Raipur regions of
the bank in the state of
Chhattisgarh. All the execu-
tives and high officials of the
bank were present in this tour-
nament. Ranjit Kumar Mandal,
Deputy General Manager,
Chhattisgarh Network, graced
the event as chief guest.
The first match was played
between Durg and Dhamtari
while the second match was
played between Bilaspur and
Raipur. The final match was

played between Durg and
Bilaspur in which Durg team
won the match by 55 runs. Man
of the Match and Best Batsman
in the tournament award was
given to Kawaldeep Singh
Bhatia (Durg Zone) while Man
of the Tournament award was
given to Mavind Jangel (Durg
Zone). Mayank (Bilaspur
region) was awarded the title
of best bowler and fielder.

All the winners were award-
ed by Ranjit Kumar Mandal,
Deputy General Manager,
Chhattisgarh Network. On the
occasion, Arvind Katkar,
Regional Head, Bank of Baroda
Durg Region; Amit Banerjee,
Regional Head, Dhamtari
Region; Barun Kumar Meher,
Regional Head, Bilaspur Region
and Siddharth Verma, Deputy
Regional Head, Durg; Ranjit
Singh, Deputy Regional Head.
Bilaspur; Rajesh Das, Deputy
Regional Head Dhamtari and
other executives and staff
members from various branch-
es and offices of Bank of
Baroda were present.

BoB Durg Regional Office hosts
Inter Region Cricket Tournament 

BBhhiillaaii,,  FFeebb  2222::  

Employees belonging to
Blast Furnace and Slag
Granulation Plant (SGP)of
SAIL-Bhilai Steel Plant were
felicitated with ‘Pali Shiromani
Puraskar’ & ‘Karm Shiromani
Puraskar’ for their exemplary
work performance under the
‘Shiromani Puraskar Yojana of
Bhilai Steel Plant.

The winner of Pali Shiromani
award for October to
December 2021 is Gaurav
Singh, Manager. Karm
Shiromani awardees who were
felicitated include Geeta Ram
Kanwar, M/Optr, Kanchan
Rani, OCT for December 2021,
Manmohan Shyam Baghel, M
Tech and Omprakash Mandavi,
M Tech for their exemplary
work in January 2022.  Tapas
Dasgupta, CGM I/c (BF) in his
address said that it is very
challenging to work in Blast

Furnace department due to the
tough working conditions.
Under these circumstances, we
are proud of your exemplary
work and contribution to Bhilai
Steel Plant. Saumya Tokdar,
CGM (BF) congratulated the
winners and urged them to
continue such excellent work in
the future too.  AK Ganvir, GM
I/c (SGP), Arvind Gupta, GM,
AK Joshi, GM, R Anand, GM,
Rajesh Gaekwad. GM, S Balraj,
GM, Rajesh Chamorshikar, GM,
Vineet Johri, DGM, SK Dokania,
DGM were present on the occa-
sion.  At the outset, Biju
George, SM (Pers) briefed
about the importance of the
felicitation programme. 

The program was conducted
by Anuradha Saha, Manager
(Personnel-BF and SGP).
Madan Mohan Shrivastav,
ALWO, Mamta and Ms Haseena
Begum contributed in making
the programme successful.

Employees of BF and SGP 
felicitated with Pali Shiromani Puraskar

& Karm Shiromani Award
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ACTION ON ILLEGAL PARKING

The traffic police took action against vehicles illegally parked near Nagar Ghadi
Chowk here on Tuesday.

High Powered Committee constituted
for establishment of ‘C-Mart’

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Feb 22: The
state government has
constituted a high pow-
ered committee under
the chairmanship of
Chief Secretary
Amitabh Jain to estab-
lish C-Mart in each dis-
trict headquarter with
the objective of making
the products manufac-
tured by women self-help
groups, craftsmen,
weavers, artisans, pot-
ters, other traditional
and cottage industries
available for sale at one
place. The committee
will work for effective
implementation, moni-
toring and coordination
of C-Mart scheme.

Additional Chief

Secretaries of Finance
Department, Forest and
Climate Change
Department, Scheduled
Caste and Scheduled
Tribe Development
Department, Urban
Administration and
D e v e l o p m e n t
Department, Panchayat
and Rural Development
Department, Gramodyog
Department, Mineral
Resource Department,
Commerce and Industry
Department and
Managing Director of
Rajya Laghu Vanopaj
Sangh have been includ-
ed in the committee as
members.

The High Powered
Committee will ensure
the creation of a format
for preparing a detailed

database of the products
being manufactured by
women self-help groups,
craftsmen, weavers, arti-
sans, potters, traditional
and cottage industries
under the schemes of
various departments in
different districts.
Arrangement of soft-
ware and mobile app
will also be ensured by
the committee for com-
pilation of database
across the state. District
wise material informa-
tion will be compiled
through this software.
The guidelines for the
operation of C-Mart
with immediate effect
till the establishment of
full time C-Mart will also
be prepared by the
Committee.

Two directors of Chit Fund Co
produced in Raipur Court

Raipur, Feb 22: The po-
lice is acting tough on
Directors of fake Chit
Fund Companies and in
this series 2 Directors of
Sunshine Infrabuild Chit
Fund Company were pro-
duced in the Raipur Court
on Production Remand on
Tuesday. Both the direc-
tors are facing charges of
looting thousands of in-
vestors of their hard-
earned money worth
crores. This Chit Fund
company is also having
charges of cheating people
in MP and Rajasthan as
well.

The Raipur Police
reached Raipur from
Korba along with both the
accused viz. Surendra
Singh Baghel and Dharm
Singh Kushwah of Bhind
(MP) and produced them
in the Court of District &
Session Judge Arvind
Kumar Verma in Raipur. It

is learnt that the police
may raised demand for
two-day police custody of
both the accused and after
which their property de-
tails will be checked and
attached and later auc-
tioned. Both the above ac-
cused are facing charges of
cheating people of funds
worth lakhs from Durg,
Bhatapara and Korba dis-
trict.

It is notable here that as
per CM’s instructions, the
Police has launched spe-
cial campaign against fake
Chit Fund Companies who
have run away with funds
worth crore that of in-
vestors from the state. It is
arresting the Directors of
fake Chit Fund Companies
that their property will be
attached and amount of
the investors will be re-
funded selling assets of
the Directors of Chit Fund
Companies.
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Raipur, Feb 22: Nearly 13
hundred questions have
been submitted by the
Members of Legislative
Assembly (MLAs) for the
13-day Budget session of
Chhattisgarh Legislative
Assembly.

According to the infor-
mation received, nearly 11
hundred questions have
been submitted through
online system introduced
for Question Hour during
the upcoming Budget ses-
sion scheduled to begin
from March 7.

While the session would
begin with Governor’s
Address on March 7, the

ruling Congress govern-
ment is likely to present
the Annual Budget for the
fiscal 2022-23 on March 11.
Prior to it, the state gov-
ernment would also come
up with the

Supplementary Budget for
the current fiscal.

Through 1260 questions
submitted so far, the
MLAs , primarily; from
the opposition Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) would

corner the Treasury
bench on key issues.
Apart from it, the opposi-
tion would gherao the
Congress government
through call attention mo-
tion and adjournment mo-
tion on several issues in-
cluding law & order situa-
tion as well as paddy pro-
curement issue.

Meanwhile, the BJP
would chalk out strategy
to corner state govern-
ment at the BJP MLAs
meet on inaugural day of
session. Similarly, the rul-
ing Congress may entrust
the young MLAs to count-
er the allegations of the
opposition during the
Budget session.

Nearly 1300 questions submitted
for 13-day Budget session

Nodal officer
appointed to 

help the people 
of Ch’garh 

Chief Minister’s
C o m p a s s i o n a t e
Initiative 
Raipur, Feb 22: On
instructions of Chief
Minister Bhupesh
Baghel, State
Government has ap-
pointed Ganesh
Mishra, the Liaison
Officer at
C h h a t t i s g a r h
Bhawan in New
Delhi, as Nodal
Officer to help the
people of
Chhattisgarh on is-
sues related to
Ukraine. Mishra can
be contacted on phone
number 01146156000,
mobile number
9997060999 and fax
number 01146156030.

Raipur, Feb 22:
Quantitable Data
Commission will review
the survey work of Other
Backward Classes and
Economically Weaker
Sections in five municipal
corporation areas of the
state. According to the in-
formation received from
the Secretary of the
Commission, a meeting
has been organized on
February 23 at 11.30 am in
the Municipal
Corporation Charoda area

and at 3.30 pm in the
Municipal Corporation
Risali area to review the
survey work.

Similarly, a meeting has
been organized on
February 24 at 11.30 am in
Municipal Corporation
Bhilai area and at 3.30 pm
in Municipal Corporation
Durg area and on
February 25 at 11.30 am in
Municipal Corporation
Raipur area to review the
survey work. The
Secretary of the Urban
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n
Department has been
asked by the Quantitable
Data Commission to in-
form the Mayors, Speakers
and all the ward corpora-
tors of the respective mu-
nicipal corporations re-
garding the meeting.

Quantitable Data Commission to review
survey work in 5 municipal areas 

From Feb  23-25

Review meeting for
Raipur Municipal
Corporation area on
February 25

Raipur, Feb 22: A week-
long programme on
National Science Day was
inaugurated in Botany
Department of Government
Nagarjun PG Science
College Raipur here on
Tuesday. The objective of it
is to create interest among
the students towards sci-
ence. The Chief Guest of the
programme was Tapesh Jha,
Addl. PCCF Forest
Department. Speaking on
the main topic of the pro-
gramme viz. ‘Integrated
Approach in Science and

Technology for develop-
ment’, Tapesh Jha laid em-
phasis on 17 objectives
which can be adopted. He
laid emphasis on promoting
capability and productivity
by integrating knowledge
with skills.

Holding talks with the PG
students, Addl. PCCF Jha
apprised them about sub-
jects of many other courses
through which employment
can be obtained. He also
highlighted on how a partic-
ular type of species found in
the forest can affect other
life of other species.

In the above programme
Principal Dr PC Choubey
was also present. The Head

of the Department of
Botany Department Dr R
Diwan gave detailed infor-
mation about the Science
Day programme and the me-
mento was presented by sen-
ior Prof. Botany Department
Dr Avinash Kumar Sharma.

Programme was conduct-
ed by Dr Vimal Kumar
Kanungo. In this pro-
gramme entire faculty
members of Botany
Department viz. Dr
Sangeeta Vajpayee, Dr NB
Singh, Dr Sunita Patra, Dr
Shahla Khan, Dr Sarvesh
Kaushik Patel, Dr Rashmi
Sonni were present along
with research and PG stu-
dents in large number.

National Science week inaugurated in Botany deptt

Of Govt. Nagarjun
PG Science College 

Follow NGT’s instructions
seriously: Chief Secretary

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Feb 22: Chief
Secretary Amitabh Jain
has given instructions
to the departmental offi-
cers to carefully and se-
riously follow the in-
structions of the
National Green
Tribunal for the man-
agement of solid waste
and sewage. The Chief
Secretary was review-
ing the necessary prepa-
rations for making a
presentation before the
National Green
Tribunal at Mantralaya
Mahanadi Bhawan
here. Additional Chief
Secretary to the Chief
Minister Subrat Sahoo
was also present in the
meeting.

According to the pro-
visions of the Solid
Waste Management

Rules, the Chief
Secretary took detailed
information from the of-
ficials of the Urban
Administration and
Panchayat Department
regarding the waste
management that is
generated, collected
and treated daily in the
urban bodies and pan-
chayats of the state.
Similarly, in the model
towns and panchayats
of the state, instruc-
tions have been given to
follow the rules of NGT
100%. While reviewing

the works of sewerage
management, the Chief
Secretary reviewed the
updated status of do-
mestic waste water
treatment plants. In
this meeting organised
through video confer-
encing, Additional
Chief Secretary
Panchayat and Rural
D e v e l o p m e n t
Department Mrs. Renu
Pillay, Principal
Secretary Commerce
and Industry Mr.
Manoj Pingua,
Secretary Water
Resources Mr. Avinash
Champawat, Secretary
Health Ms. Shehla
Nigar, Secretary Urban
Administration Ms.
Alramel Mangai D. in-
cluding officials of the
E n v i r o n m e n t
Protection Board were
present.

Raipur, Feb 22: Food
grains will be distrib-
uted through e-POS
from the month of
March in the fair price
shops run by the
Chhattisgarh govern-
ment. The ration card
holders in the districts
where e-POS machines
have been installed will
be able to get the ration
material from the fair
price shop of their

choice. To this end a let-
ter has been issued by
the Food, Civil Supplies
and Consumer
Protection Department
to all the collectors of
the state. Instructions
have been given to dis-
tribute food grains for
the month of February
through e-POS device as
well as through tablet.

As many as 13 thou-
sand 294 government
fair price shops are
being operated in the
state, out of which e-
POS devices have been
installed in 12 thousand
322 government fair
price shops. E-POS de-
vices have to be in-
stalled in the remaining
972 fair price shops.
Food grains will be dis-
tributed through e-POS

device from the month
of March 2022 in the
shops equipped with e-
POS device. Tablets will
not be used for distribu-
tion of food grains from
the month of March
2022 in all such fair
price shops. Food grains
will be distributed
through tablets till e-
POS devices are in-
stalled in the remaining
972 fair price shops.

Except Narayanpur,
Bijapur, Sukma and
Dantewada districts, the
ration card holders of 12
thousand 322 fair price
shops equipped with e-
POS will get the facility
of getting ration from
the fair price shop of
their choice in these in
the remaining 24 dis-
tricts.

Distribution of food grains through e-POS
ePOS machines
installed in 12,322
shops of state

Ration card hold-
ers to be able to
get food items
from the shops of
their choice

Raipur, Feb 22: Nearly 60
players on Tuesday partici-
pated in the selection trials
for the Inter College
Softball team for both Men
and Women being organ-

ized under the aegis of
Government J
Y o g a n a n d a m
Chhattisgarh College
Raipur in association with
Pt Ravishanker Shukla

University at RD Tiwari
School here.

Providing the above in-
formation, the Organising
Secretary Rupendra Singh
Chouhan said that 30
Women players and 30 Men
players from 15 Colleges at-
tended the trails held in
presence of NIS Coach
Lingraj Reddy. He further
added that the Director
Physical Education Dr
Vipin Chandra Sharma
would announce the team
on Wednesday after comple-
tion of the trials.

Ch’garh sees 264
new COVID-19

cases, one fatality
Raipur, Feb 22: Chhattisgarh on
Monday reported 264 fresh COVID-
19 cases, taking the tally of infec-
tions to 11,49,666, while one death
in the last 24 hours increased the
toll to 14,022, an official said.

The state’s positivity rate, or
cases detected per 100 tests, stood at
0.91 per cent as of Monday, he said.

The number of recoveries in
Chhattisgarh reached 11,32,757
after 105 people were discharged
from hospitals and 675 completed
home isolation during the day, leav-
ing the state with an active tally of
2,887, he said.

“Bemetara recorded 51 cases, fol-
lowed by Raipur 38, Balrampur 15,
Bilaspur 14, Korba 13,
Rajnandgaon 11, Durg 10 and
Raigarh 9 among other districts.
No coronavirus case was reported
in four districts,” the official
added.

With 28,858 swab samples exam-
ined during the day, the number of
cumulative COVID-19 tests in
Chhattisgarh went up to 1,69,46,790,
he said. Chhattisgarh’s coron-
avirus figures are as follows:
Positive cases 11,49,666, new cases
264, death toll 14,022, recovered
11,32,757, active cases 2,887, today
tests 28,858, total tests 1,69,46,790.

Light rain likely in next 
3-4 days in Ch’garh

Raipur, Feb 22: Light rain or
drizzle is likely to occur in one or
two places of Sarguja and
Bilaspur divisions in
Chhattisgarh on February 24.
Similarly, on February 25 and
February 26, there is a possibility
of light rain or scattered rain at
one or two places in the districts
of Bilaspur, Durg and Raipur divi-
sions of the state.

According to the information
received from the Meteorological
Department, due to the effect of
Western Disturbance, the upper
air cyclonic circle is located up to
a height of 1.5 km over South
Pakistan and adjoining
Rajasthan. Due to this, the wind
direction is likely to be south
(with moisture from the Bay of
Bengal) in the state. There is a
possibility of very light rain or
drizzle at one or two places of
Surguja and Bilaspur divisions in
the state tomorrow on 23rd
February or in the early morning
of 24th February. The minimum
temperature is likely to increase
by 04 to 05 degrees in the next 3
days in the state. There is a possi-
bility of increase in the maximum
temperature in the state tomor-
row, after that the maximum tem-
perature is likely to drop.

Nearly 60 players attend Softball selection trials
SPORTS ROUND UP

Raipur, Feb 22: Kanker
earned three points from
the match against
Dhamtari in the Inter
District Senior Plate
Group Chief Minister
Trophy being organized
under the aegis of
Chhattisgarh State
Cricket Sangh (CSCS) on
the basis of first innings
lead after the match ended
in a draw. Kanker had

taken a lead of 12 runs in
first innings after restrict-
ing the opposition
Dhamtari to just 262 runs.

Kanker scored 122 runs
for 3 wickets at close of
match to ensure a draw.

Sahil Puri Goswami
scored maximum 61 runs
from just 50 balls with the
help of 12 fours and a six
whereas Ashish Nareti too
scored 40 runs for the
team.

Kanker gets 3 points against Dhamtari in CM Trophy match

Raipur, Feb 22: In the academic
session 2021-22, the state govern-
ment has amended the summer
vacation for government, aided,
non-aided schools and D.Ed, B.Ed,
M.Ed colleges. According to the
revised order, now there will be a
total summer vacation of 32 days
in educational institutions from
May 15, 2022 to June 15, 2022.

An order to this effect has been
issued from the Ministry of

School Education Department.
The order states that the current
academic session has been ex-
tended up to April 30, 2022 instead
of March 31, 2022. The upcoming
academic session will  start from
May 1, 2022 for additional academ-
ic work of 15 days. It is notewor-
thy that for the current academic
session, the summer vacation of
46 days was earlier scheduled
from May 01, 2022 to June 15, 2022.

Now summer vacation in educational
institutions from May 15 to June 15

Raipur, Feb 22: Urban
Administration Minister Dr.
Shivkumar Dahria, during his

visit to the famous Sirpur
of Mahasamund district,
prayed for the prosperity of
the people of the state by of-
fering prayers at the Shiva
temple there. Dr. Dahria
also visited the famous
Lakshman temple of
Sirpur and other archaeo-
logical heritage. Regional

public representatives including
Mrs. Sakun Dahria were present
on the occasion.

Dr. Dahria offered
prayers at Shiva temple
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Bilaspur, Feb 22: Some
anti-social elements re-
portedly torched a heap of
waste near CIMS Hospital
in city and this led to fire
and emission of smoke in
large quantity. Since the
TB ward was nearby, the
smoke entered the ward
and cause huge problems
to TB patients admitted in
the ward. The security
guards posted outside the
ward came to rescue and
took out all the patients ad-

mitted. In-between fire-
brigade team was also in-
formed about the fire and
it was brought under con-
trol well on time. No casu-
alties are reported from
this smoke in the ward.

It is notable here that be-
tween ‘Marwari
Bhojnalaya’ and CIMS
premises, there is TB ward
of CIMS and near to it is
the kitchen of CIMS. It
was on Tuesday morning
when some anti-social el-
ements torched heap of
waste near CIMS premis-

es. This led to massive
emission of smoke inside
the TB ward and the pa-
tients inside started feel-
ing uncomfortable.

The security guards
posted outside the ward
viz. Shivshankar
Binjhawar was only per-
son present outside and
he took initiative and
came to rescue of all the
patients and took them
out of the ward. In-be-
tween the fire-brigade
team was also informed
about the incident and

the fire was brought
under control on time. By
this time the CIMS of-
fices and police jawans
also reached the site and
so a major incident was
averted in the TB ward.

On the other hand,
CIMS management said
that to avoid such inci-
dents in the near future,
the guards have been
asked to be on the alert.
All the more the problem
became serious as all the
patients were of TB and
as such they are already
having breathing prob-
lem . It is notable here
that such incidents have
taken place earlier in
CIMS and one of the fire
was caught due to short-
circuit and due to which
smoke got filled inside
ICU and the newly born
children admitted were
hurriedly taken out and
shifted to other hospital
nearby.
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Raipur, Feb 22: Modi
Naturals Ltd. has recently
performed the ground-
breaking ceremony of its
greenfield ethanol distill-
ery at Raipur in
Chhattisgarh. The compa-
ny is setting up a state-of-
the-art distillery, which
has a production capacity
of 210 KLD, with a 6MW
cogeneration power plant.
To set-up this plant, Modi
Naturals Ltd. incorporat-
ed a 100 percent sub-
sidiary (wholly owned
subsidiary) called ‘Modi
Biotech Private Limited’
(MBPL). MBPL has re-
ceived in-principle ap-
proval for a 210 KLD dis-
tillery for the manufacture

of ethanol from the
Central Government,
along with signing an
MOU with the
Chhattisgarh Government
for the same. The company
has already received envi-
ronment clearance (EC)
for the project from the
Ministry of Environment,
Forest and Climate change
(MoEF&CC). The invest-
ment over the next two
years is expected to be ap-
proximately INR 250 Cr.,
with the first phase of 110
KLD with an investment of
INR 160cr, to be completed
in the third quarter of FY
2022-23.

This project is also in
line with the Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
vision & roadmap for the
Ethanol Blended Petrol
(EBP) program with a tar-
get of 20% blending by
2025.

Smoke from waste enters TB ward,
patients miraculously saved

By the guard posted
outside the ward;
no casualties
reported

Some anti-social
elements torched
the waste near
CIMS premises

MBPL lays stone for greenfield
ethanol distillery

Signs MOU with
State Govt

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Feb 22: Westlife
Development Limited,
owner of the master fran-
chisee of McDonald’s
restaurants in West &
South India, today an-
nounced the opening of its
first restuarant in the
“Steel City of Central
India” - Bhilai. The mod-
ern, contemporary
McDonald’s restaurant is
located in Bhilai’s Surya
TI mall. It is an
Experience of the Future
(EOTF) restaurant that of-
fers its customers an ele-
vated digital experience
with self-ordering kiosks,
table-top mobile chargers
and more. The new
sprawling store is spread
across two levels and can
seat around 130 people.
The restaurant will offer
a wide range of vegetari-
an and non-vegetarian
food and beverage op-
tions. It will serve all-time

favourites like the
Maharaja Mac,
M c C h i c k e n T M ,
McVeggie, McAloo Tikki,
Big Spicy Paneer and
Chicken wraps, and the
new Gourmet Burger
Collection along with the
signature fries and
desserts. It also houses a
McCafé that offers great
handcrafted coffee to its
customers. Customers in
Bhilai can also order food
from the comfort of their
homes through the
McDelivery App.

Commenting on the
launch of the new
McDonald’s outlet in
Bhilai, Mr. Saurabh Kalra

- Chief Operating Officer,
Hardcastle Restaurants
Pvt Ltd said, “We are very
excited to open our
restaurant in Bhilai.
Being an industrial town
and a seat of learning,
Bhilai has a diverse popu-
lation.

We believe that
McDonald’s, with its wide
range of offerings across
dayparts, will be able to
cater to the residents of
Bhilai across all demo-
graphics. We extend a
warm welcome to our
customers and look for-
ward to making everyone
in Bhilai say “i’m 
lovin’ it”.

McDonald’s India launches its
first restaurant in Bhilai

DTSS getting
influenced by

Ramayana epic
Raipur, Feb 22: The
youth of Dubelia Teli
Sahu Samaj (DTSS)
are also getting influ-
enced by the
Ramcharitra Mansa
Ramayana epic. All
the members of the
society were involved
in the organizing
plans and pro-
grammes of the cen-
tral block of social
activities by involv-
ing the young girls of
their families.

On Tuesday also
some young girls
going on the wrong
path will not be
heard  in future.
Anyone who joins
the society as a ser-
vant renders servic-
es. Whereas young
girls follow the rules
of the society honest-
ly, informs a press re-
lease.

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Feb 22: Paddy
lifting for custom
milling is being done at
a rapid pace across the
state, following the com-
pletion of paddy pro-
curement. This is being
done as per the direc-
tions of Chief Minister
Mr. Bhupesh Baghel.
According to the infor-
mation received till 7:15
pm on Monday, 79.82
lakh metric tonnes of
paddy has been lifted by

the millers through DO
and TO. Meanwhile, the
state government is also
working expeditiously
to deposit rice in the
central pool. Over 22.12
lakh metric tonnes of
quality rice has been de-
posited in the central
pool so far. This includes
12.11 lakh metric tonnes
of rice deposited in the
Food Corporation of
India and 10 lakh metric
tonnes in the Civil
Supplies Corporation.

Food Secretary
Topeshwar Verma in-
formed that on the ini-
tiative of the Chief
Minister, the work of
paddy lifting for custom
milling is being done at
a rapid pace this year,
just like paddy procure-
ment. A record 79.82
lakh metric tonnes of
paddy has been lifted

through DO and TO so
far. Mr. Verma informed
that DO of 63 lakh 97
thousand metric tonnes
of paddy has been is-
sued. The millers have
lifted 59 lakh 12 thou-
sand metric tonnes of
paddy from the procure-
ment centers. Similarly,
T.O. has been issued for
the transportation of 24
lakh 19 thousand metric
tonnes of paddy.
Against which 20 lakh
70 thousand metric
tonnes of paddy has
been lifted from the
committees. The work of
paddy lifting from
paddy procurement cen-
ters and custom milling
is being conducted on a
war the central footing.
This year a target has
been set to deposit 61.65
lakh metric tonnes of
Arva rice in pool.

Paddy lifting for custom milling
at a rapid pace in Ch’garh

79.82 lakh MT of
paddy has been
lifted through DO
and TO

22.12 lakh MT of
rice deposited in
the central pool

BBaallooddaabbaazzaarr,,  FFeebb2222:: A youth
tried to commit suicide in
front of Collector
Balodabazar in the weekly
‘Jandarshan’ programme
here on Tuesday. The youth
consumed poison in front of
the Collector and other sen-
ior officers present and this
created sensation in the
‘Janchaupal’ organized. He
was immediately rushed to
medical hospital and his
health is reported to be sta-
ble as of now.

As per information in this
regard, a youth named
Rohan Mainkpuri had come
to weekly ‘Jan-chaupal’ pro-
gramme in the Collectorate

premises in Balodabazar on
Tuesday morning. He had
come to this programme
with demand for justice in
some case. But it is failing
get any justice, the youth
tried to commit suicide con-
suming poison.

CHMO Balodabazar Dr
Khemraj Sonva informed
that the youth had consumed
poison in Collector’s
Janchaupal and his treat-
ment is going on. His condi-
tion till the writing of these
lines was reported to be sta-
ble. On the other hand, as to
for which work the youth
had come to the Collectorate
could not be known.

Youth consumes poison in
Collector’s Janchaupal

Raipur, Feb 22:
International Mother
Language Day was organ-
ised in UCO Bank, Zonal
Office, Raipur with enthu-
siasm in a cheerful and el-
egant atmosphere. On this
occasion a seminar was or-
ganised on the topic ‘Using
Technology for
Multilingual Education:
Challenges and
Opportunities’. The chief
guest of this program was
Dr. Girjashankar Gautam,
Asst. Professor - Hindi,
Center for Basic Science
Department, Pt. Ravi
Shankar Shukla
University, Raipur and the
program was presided
over by the Zonal Head
and Deputy General
Manager Mr. Satya Ranjan
Panda. In the beginning of
the program, Senior
Manager Mrs. Surabhi
Chatterjee performed the
invocation with Ganesh
Vandana. Introducing the
theme, Chief Manager
(Official Language)
Subhash Chandra Sah
threw light on the back-

ground of organising
International Mother
Language Day and pro-
pounded the importance
of mother tongue in life.
He said that language pro-
gresses through experi-
mentation. Today many
languages ??are becoming
extinct due to lack of use.
In the digital age, the need
of the hour is to prepare
languages accordingly and
to expand language teach-
ing through technology.

The Chief Guest Dr.
Girjashankar Gautam,
Assistant Professor deliv-
ered a comprehensive lec-
ture covering all the as-
pects of the subject. He
said that by getting educa-
tion through mother
tongue, development of
life takes place smoothly. It
is our duty to preserve lan-
guages. We pass this lega-
cy on to the generations to
come. India is a country of
linguistic diversity. Many
languages  are growing
digitally empowered.

The use of technology
for multilingual education

is an opportunity through
which language teaching
can move forward at a
rapid pace. Today, on the
strength of technology,
Hindi and other languages
are waving the flag at the
world level. The challenge
is that technology is not
universally accessible,
which we can all overcome
together. He called for the
experience of pride in the
use, promotion and protec-
tion of mother tongue.
Addressing the function,
Zonal Head Mr. Satya
Ranjan Panda said that
the language with which
we are first introduced in
childhood, the linguistic
environment in which we
live and grow is called
mother tongue. India is a
country of linguistic and
cultural diversity.

It is a matter of pride
that in the National
Education Policy-2020, a
provision has been made
to provide elementary edu-
cation of children in the
mother tongue. He said
that our bank has started

‘UCO Matribhasha
Samman Yojana’ to pro-
mote mother tongues,
under which two best stu-
dents who have passed the
state civil services exami-
nation through mother
tongue are felicitated by
all the zonal offices with
Rs  5000 cash amount and
memento are provided. On
this occasion, the staff
members with different
mother tongues other than
Hindi, Mrs. Surbhi
Chatterjee and Mr. Anand
Chatterjee in Bengali,
Mrs. Deepti Bhardwaj in
Punjabi, Mrs. Pankajini in
Oriya and Mr. Ashish
Kumar enthralled the au-
dience with their soulful
musical performances in
Chhattisgarhi. His per-
formances became the
center of attraction of the
programme. The program
ended with the vote of
thanks by Ashish Kumar,
Senior Manager. The pro-
gram was coordinated and
conducted by Subhash
Chandra Sah, Chief
Manager (Rajbhasha).

International Mother Language Day organised by UCO Bank
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Raipur, Feb 22: State
Higher Education, Sports
and Youth Welfare
Minister, Umesh Patel
participated in the pro-
gram of Rajim Maghi
Punni Mela. He felicitated
the national level players
here and distributed loans
to the beneficiaries for
self-employment. The
Higher Education
Minister said that  Chief
Minister  Bhupesh Baghel
has done the work of en-
hancing the culture of
Chhattisgarh. Apart from
the holiday in festivals, the
tradition of Teej festival
has been given a high
place. He inaugurated the
program with the lighting
of the lamp. The Higher
Education Minister while
focusing on the art of
Rajiv Yuva Mitan said that
the Government of
Chhattisgarh has made a
provision of Rs 50 crore in
the budget for this. 1 lakh
will be given to each art for

conducting creative activi-
ties in a year at the rate of
Rs 25000 every 3 months.
He further said that finan-
cial literacy should be a
subject in schools and col-
leges. The Minister said
that Chhattisgarh
Government has set up
Employment Mission to
provide employment to
the youth. He told the
youth that they should
work hard to get many
good jobs. Abhanpur
MLA, Dhanendra Sahu
also addressed the pro-
gram.

Higher Education

Minister  Umesh Patel dis-
tributed cheque to the ben-
eficiaries of various
schemes and felicitated
the selected players of the
district representing the
national level. Under the
Margin Money Grant dis-
tribution of
Mukhyamantri Yuva
Swarozgar Yojna by
District Trade and
Industry Center,
Gariaband provided a
cheque of Rs 3 lakh 98
thousand 1 hundred to a
total of 10 people. The
Chhattisgarh Khadi and
Village Industries Board

distributed an incentive
amount of Rs 2.5 lakh to
three beneficiaries, loan
for self-employment with
the help of District
Antyasayi Cooperative
Development Society,
Gariaband and various
banks. On this occasion,
District Collector
Namrata Gandhi,
Superintendent of Police
JR Thakur, District CEO
Roktima Yadav and elect-
ed public representatives,
officers-employees of vari-
ous departments and gen-
eral public were present
on this occasion.

Rajiv Yuva Mitan Club is a medium
to empower the youth: Patel

Raipur, Feb 22: Chief
Minister’s appeal to farm-

ers for hay donation has
started yielding positive
results. Farmers have so
far donated 15 lakh 67
thousand 507 quintals of
hay worth nearly Rs 31
crore 35 lakh in Gauthans
as fodder for the cattle
there.

According to the infor-
mation received from the
officials, maximum num-
ber of donations were
made by the farmers of
Bilaspur division, as on
February 15th. In Bilaspur
Division, farmers have do-

nated nearly 6 lakh 10
thousand 765 quintals of
hay, whereas the farmers
of Durg Division have do-
nated 3 lakh 80 thousand
361 quintals of hay, and
those of Raipur Division
have donated 3 lakh 69
thousand 600 quintals.
Likewise, 1 lakh 31 thou-
sand 994 quintals of hay
has been donated by the
farmers of Bastar division
and 74 thousand 787 quin-
tals has been donated by
the farmers of Sarguja di-
vision.

Positive Impact of CM’s appeal
to farmers for hay donation

Farmers have
donated more than
15.67 lakh quintals
of hay worth Rs
31.35 cr

Farmers of Bilaspur
division have donat-
ed the maximum
quantity of hay in
the state

RRaaiippuurr,,  FFeebb  2222::  On the occasion
of death anniversary of Shri
Khubchand Baghel Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel paid
him a courteous tribute, saying
that Late Shri Khubchand
Baghel was a great thinker,
visionary, freedom fighter and a
great leader of Chhattisgarh
state.

Chief Minister said that Dr.
Khubchand Baghel dedicated
his entire life to the welfare of
farmers and society. Besides his
efforts to promote education
and cooperative movement in
the state, he also played an
important role in various social
movements. Chief Minister said
that Dr. Khubchand Baghel was

a great visionary who envi-
sioned the formation of
Chhattisgarh state and also
made sincere efforts to pro-
mote Chhattisgarhi culture. His
contribution in the movement
for the formation of
Chhattisgarh state cannot be
forgotten.

Baghel said that during the
freedom movement of India,
Khubchandji made significant
contribution towards awaken-
ing the national consciousness
in Chhattisgarh. He also did
remarkable service to the
region as an MLA and Member
of Rajya Sabha. Chief Minister
further said that our concept of
Nava Chhattisgarh is inspired

by the vision of Khubchand ji. In
memory and honour of the
great gem of Chhattisgarh,
State Government has launched
Dr. Khubchand Baghel
Swasthya Sahayata Yojana.
Under this scheme, free treat-
ment of up to Rs. 5 lakh is being
provided to the patients.
Government of Chhattisgarh
has also instituted Dr.
Khubchand Baghel Award, to
honour, acknowledge and
encourage significant achieve-
ment, contribution and
research in the field of agricul-
ture. Chhattisgarh is progress-
ing in the direction of realizing
Dr. Baghel’s dream of reviving
rural economy, said Mr. Baghel.

CM pays tribute to Dr. Khubchand Baghel

Central Chronicle News

Kondagaon, Feb 22:
Synergy Technofin New
Delhi is running Bayer’s
project in Kondagaon and
Narayanpur district of
Chhattisgarh and its ob-
jective is to provide techni-
cal assistance to ‘Kissan
Utpadak Sangh’ (KUS).
Holding training on agri-
culture business through
schemes of the govern-
ment departments, pro-
vide training on capacity
building of board of direc-
tors of the group; provide
information about digital
literacy and carrying out
crop production using sci-
entific technique are also
some other objectives.

Under this on Feb 20, the
Board of Directors of KUS
of Gram Kotwel, Puspal
were imparted training on

capacity building and crop
production through scien-
tific manner. In this pro-
gramme the Sarpanch of
village Ghadwa Ram
Markam, Directors of
KUS, Banshilal Yadav,
Chairman Devlal Shourie
and other members of the
Group and shareholder
farmers were present.

Project co-ordinator
Dilip Kumar Patle held
discussions about the ex-
isting problems and its so-
lution among the group
members and gave infor-

mation about on how to
control the pest attack or
that of insects on the
crops.

Project co-ordinator
block-level Trinath
Diwan and Bhupendra
Kumar Kashyap gave in-
formation as to how
‘KUS’ will expand and
also about the agriculture
business. During this the
farmers were motivated to
increase agriculture busi-
ness and on which the
Directors of KUS gave
their consent to work.

KUS provided technical information 
On how to take
crops in scientific
manner



BBaalloodd,,  FFeebb  2222::  In Dalli Rajhara, Balod,
Gundardehi of Balod district, the
office bearers of Vishwa Hindu
Parishad and Bajrang Dal paid hom-
age to the brave soldiers of the coun-
try who were martyred in Pulwama
ambush by lighting lamps and paying
rich tributes.  In Balod Dallirajhara,
Gundardehi Nagar, under the leader-
ship of prominent leaders Nilesh
Srivastava, Arjun Rai, Mahendra
Sonwani, Satish Vishwakarma,
Umesh Sen, Gajendra Das, Bharat
Sahu, the martyrs were remembered
till late evening and rich tributes
were paid.  In Dalli-Rajhara, Bajrang

Dal workers paid tribute to the sol-
diers martyred in Pulwama, Kashmir,
keeping a silence of one minute at
the city’s bus station Niyogi Chowk
led by President Ankur Singhania,
Gajendra Das, Vicky Jaiswal, Jaswant
Nayak, Nilesh Srivastava, Sunil Pakar
Arjun Rai ,Arvind, Saurabh, Nitin
Sahare, Kunal Kathuria, Akash
Chaturvedi, Ashish Tiwari, Shashank

Tiwari ,Sanju Kushwaha and other
Bajrang Dal workers. In
Gunderdehi, too the brave soldiers
who were martyred in Pulwama,
Kashmir, were paid tribute by light-
ing a lamp at Dhamtari Chowk
Gunderdehi by VHP and Bajrang Dal
workers.  The brave soldiers mar-
tyred in the Pulwama attack were
also paid tributes at  Balod
Jaistambh Chowk, led by Bajrang
Dal District Convenor Satish
Vishwakarma Bajrang Dal District
Convenor Umesh Kumar Sen,
Vishwa Hindu Parishad District Co-
Minister Mahendra Sonwani Monu
and others.
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Kondagaon, Feb 22:

BJP state in-charge D
Purandeswari on her
maiden arrival was ac-
corded warm welcome by
BJP and BJYM workers
from Ghodagaon to
Kondagaon by taking out
massive rally. After this
speaking to media persons
she came down heavily
against the Congress gov-
ernment in the state. She
charged that the amount
of development carried
out during the 15 years of
Raman government in the
state is nowhere visible in
last three years of
Baghel’s government. She
charged with Congress
government coming to

power, it is the corruption,
commission business and
land mafia which rules the
roost and with crimes on
the rise the people are very
much troubled.

About warning by the
PCC Chief to file FIR
against the local journal-
ists stands testimony to
the fact that the ruling
government in state is try-
ing to suppress the fourth
pillar of democracy i:e
media. Further she
charged that the Congress
government is fooling vil-
lagers in the name of
opening of processing
plant for maize/ barley
and to which the people
will give befitting reply in
coming 2023 VS polls.

BJP State in-Charge D
Purandeswari charged
that the MLA Kondagaon
Mohan Markam, District
Panchayat CEO are in-
volved in embezzlement of
funds worth lakhs with ir-
regularities in BRGF’s
funds and demanded in-
quiry into th same. In the
same way the state govern-
ment is into corruption
even in distribution of
dry-ration. Set aside this
with delay in construction
of Kondagaon- Keshkal
by-pass road, the develop-
ment in the region has
come to a standstill and
people are made to face its
outcome. BJP State in-
charge charged that there
is no development work

taking place in the state
and the state’s debts have
now reached 1.25 lakh
crore and is now in state of
economic emergency.
Apart from this no indus-
tries are interested in com-
ing to Chhattisgarh and
due to which the youths
have to migrate to other
state in search of employ-
ment. After this the BJP
State in-Charge D
Purandeswari convened
meeeting with district of-
fice bearers of BJP
Kondagaon district office
and Presidents of
‘Morchas’ and local party
workers.

In this entire pro-
gramme, BJP Bastar div.
in-charge Shivratan

Sharma, BJP National
working committee mem-
ber and BJP State V-P Lata
Usendi, State general secy.
Kiran Dev, National
Treasurer ST Cell of BJP
Dinesh Kashyap, Kanker
LS MP Mohan Madavi, for-
mer Minister Mahesh
Gagda, state working com-
mittee member BJP
Sriniwas, Rao Maddi, BJP
district President Dinesh
Arora, State working com-
mittee member Manoj
Jain, Nagar Palika
President Hemkunwar
Patel, Nagar Palika V-P
Jasketu Usendi, Tarun
Sana, Aakash, Mehta,
Jintendra Surana,
Kamlesh and others were
present.

BJP workers, office bearers should try to
reach out to booth-level: Purandeswari

M Accorded warm welcome from Ghodagaon to Kondagaon
Konta/Sukma, Feb 22:
The impact of the third
wave of Kovid epidemic in
Sukma district has been
weak. Due to the better
action plan of the adminis-
tration, corona infection
was controlled and in the
present situation there is
not a single positive case in
the district. For this,
while praising the hard
work and uninterrupted
working style of all the
revenue staff, police per-
sonnel, officers of educa-
tion department and other
departments engaged in
Covid duty, Collector
Vineet Nandanwar con-
gratulated all the officer
employees. He has in-
structed the attached per-
sonnel to immediately join
their original workspace
as there is no case of Kovid
in the district.

During the review of the
vaccination of Kovid
Booster Dose, he asked the
remaining beneficiaries to
be encouraged to get vacci-
nated on time and instruct-
ed to expedite the vaccina-
tion. Under the govern-
ment’s new scheme “Noni
Sashaktikaran Sahayata
Yojana”, all the District
CEO, Nagar Panchayat /
Municipality CMO and
Labor Department have

been directed to identify
the eligible beneficiary
girls at the earliest. Along
with this, for the imple-
mentation of the Chirag
project, the work of benefi-
ciary selection, identifica-
tion etc. was asked to be
done in a planned manner.

Complete the basic de-
velopment works in vil-
lage Palodi soon

According to the de-
mand of basic facilities
made by the villagers of
Palodi, the collector has
given instructions to the
concerned department to
fulfill the demand of CC
road, solar panel-pump
arrangement in the fields,
MNREGA work, forest
rights, etc. He said that
the demand of solar panels
by the villagers shows

their interest towards agri-
cultural works, so that
solar system should be pro-
vided to them at the earli-
est. Along with this, per-
form works like pond con-
struction, land leveling etc.
He instructed all the dis-
trict CEOs to not delay the
construction of approved
works at the Panchayat
level under Bastar
Development Authority
and to do quality work.
During the review of de-
partmental works, he did a
detailed review of food
grain storage, plantation,
building construction
work of Health
Department by CGMSC,
Dubbatota Fish Processing
Center, vermi compost pro-
duction under Godhan
Nyay Yojana etc.

Ensure full strength 
presence in offices: Collector 

Kondagaon, Feb 22:

The officers, employees
and brand ambassadors of
Nagar Palika Parishad
(NPP) Kondagaon conduct-
ed inspection of Sheetala
Para ward No.7 here on
Monday. It was under guid-
ance of Chief Nagar
Palika Officer Vijay
Pandey, the Brand

Ambassadors created
awareness among the
ward residents about sani-
tation and cleanliness.
Visiting each and every
house, the residents were
informed how to keep both
the wet and dry garbage
separately. They were also
asked not to keep the waste
out in the open and not to
throw it in the drains. By

burning plastic it creates
pollution in the atmos-
phere and it may pose
health problems to people
in that region.

So the brand ambassa-
dors informed people of
ward that what all waste is
generated in the house, it
should be collected and
segregated separately and
should be given to collec-

tion team visiting door-to-
door. The place where
there was waste or the
drains were clogged, the
workers were asked to get
it clean immediately. The
NPP sanitary employees
were also explained as to
how to carry out cleaning
properly and in hygienic
manner. The drains in
front of the house where
building material like
sand, ‘gitti’ or others is
kept, were also asked to get
is removed immediately or
else NPP will impose fine.
On this occasion Chief
Nagar Palika officer Vijay
Pandey, Brand
Ambassadors Subrat Saha,
Umesh Sahu, Tankeshwar
Panigrahi, Basant Kumar
Sahu, Khem Vaishnav, and
other employees of NPP
Kondagaon were present.

Brand ambassadors create 
awareness about cleaning

Visiting ward No. 7 of NPP Kondagaon

MMuunnggeellii,,  FFeebb  2222:: The accused
in murder of disabled wife from
Pandarbhata village of Kotwali
Thana has come and the
accused has been arrested.
One Rajju Yadav and his wife
Chunni Yadav had being to a

farm to bring green fodder for
their cattle and during this
both entered into some contro-
versy.  All of sudden Rajju
Yadav lost his temper over the
controversy and attacked
heavily on his wife Chunni
Yadav using an axe and wood-
en stick and she died on the
spot.  When the police got the
information about the murder,
they left for the site and arrest-
ed the accused Rajju Yadav
along with axe and wooden
stick and sent the body for
post-mortem.

Husband kills wife
over trivial controversy

Colorful fair on Shivratri at Chirmiri
Pauri Jagannath Shiv temple

Chirmiri, Feb 22: As like previous years, in Pauri area
near Jagannath temple colourful fair is scheduled dur-
ing Shivratri. The preparations are in full swing and as
per the programme Rudra Mahayagya is on February 28
(evening), kirtan will start from March 01 morning  and
procession will be taken out on March 04. Mass feat will
be organized from March 01-04.

Shobha Yatra marks
Chatrapati Shivaji’s jayanti

Mandir Hasaud, Feb 22:

Satnami  youth intro-
ductory meet was organ-
ized last Sunday and mar-
riageable youths from all
over the state took part in
it. Khalsa School campus
was the venue and
Satnami Uthan Evam
Jagriti Samiti president
Jay Bahadur Banjare
along with other office

bearers were present. The
programme began with
the lighting of traditional
lamp and thereafter or-
ganizing committee office
bearers welcomed the
guests. 100 couples pre-
sented their credentials
while 1050 had applied for
this programme.

780 girls took part in the
meet and boys who came
to the stage took pledge of
organizing marriage
without any dowry. Mass
marriage will be organ-
ized in the month of
April.

KKhhaaiirraaggaarrhh,,  FFeebb  2222::

The birth anniversary of
Chatrapati Shivaji Maharaj was
observed in Amlipara ward here
on Sunday In this the youths
took out huge ‘shobha yatra’
carrying saffron colour flag in
their hands. Making a detour of
city, they passed on the mes-
sage and works of Chatrapati
Shivaji Maharaj to the masses.
In this programme the guests
were Ramratan Chandrakar,
Mangalchand Chandrakar,
Kishore Chandrakar, Bajrang
Dal President C Ramkrishna

were present. From Vishwa
Hindu Parishad- Ravi Vikas
Shastri, Satendra Verma,
President Santosh Chandrakar,
Nand Chandrakar, Bharat
Chandrakar were present.
Conducting the programme
VHP’s President of region Rajiv
Chandrakar said that Shivaji
Maharaj forced the Mughal
rulers step-down on their
knees. On this occasion,
Mangalchand Chandrakar,
Vinod Chandrakar, Ravi
Chandrakar, Shailendra
Chandrakar, Vikas Chandrakar
and others were present.

Manendragarh, Feb 22:

The lapses on the part
of local administration,
police and transport de-
partment is costing the
people of urban and rural
areas. In the area tractor
trolleys are running
round-the-clock without
number plate and reflec-
tors. These vehicles invite

accident but the con-
cerned departments are a
mute spectator.

The tractor trolleys have
been registered for use in
the agriculture fields but
only a few are in the fields.
Mostly they are in use for
commercial purpose but
are running without num-
ber plate and reflector.
These vehicles ate times
side on the side of main
roads without reflectors
and vehicles plying on the
road can dash them from
behind.

Tractors run without 
number plate and reflector

1050 youths take part in
Satnami introductory meet

 Govind Hospital 
organizes 
free health camp

Pulwama martyrs paid homage by VHP and Bajrang Dal



FEEDING ELEPHANT

Uttar Pardesh Governor Anandiben Patel feeds an elephant at Raman Reti Ashram, in
Mathura, Tuesday.

AP schools refurbishment
project curtailed

Amaravati, Feb 22 (PTI):

The Andhra Pradesh
government has drastical-
ly curtailed the Phase-2
works of Mana Badi:
Nadu-Nedu to only 3,199
schools as banks showed
little interest to lend
money for the ambitious
programme.

On August 16 last year,
Chief Minister YS Jagan
Mohan Reddy launched
the second phase of his
flagship programme Mana
Badi: Nadu-Nedu’ (our
school, then and now) to
refurbish over 16,368 state-
run schools in the state at
a cost of Rs 4,535 crore.

But now, Special Chief
Secretary (School
Education) B Rajsekhar is-
sued an order on February

19 according administra-
tive sanction for taking up
Nadu-Nedu works in only
3,199 schools at a cost of Rs
2,538.96 crore.

In fact, during a recent
review meeting with the
CM, the School Education
Department authorities
said they would be taking
up the Phase-2 works in
12,680 schools with an esti-
mated expenditure of over
Rs 4,500 crore.

A top official of the
School Education
Department, however, told
PTI that the Phase-2 pro-
gramme was being limited
to whatever loan amount
the government was likely
to get.

Depending on the avail-
ability of funds, we will ex-
pand the programme, the

official added. According
to Rajsekhar, the School
Education Department
submitted a detailed proj-
ect report to Nabard in
September last year for
taking up works in 3,828
schools with an expendi-
ture of Rs 3,128 crore.

Subsequently, a revised
proposal was submitted
for 3,705 schools at a cost of
Rs 2,538.96 crore.

Nabard approval is
needed for the revised list
of 3,705 schools, he noted,
citing a letter by the
Commissioner of School
Education.

While Nabard approval
is still awaited, the govern-
ment accorded adminis-
trative sanction for only
Rs 2,539 crore for works in
3,199 schools.

‘SP, BSP, Congress responsible for split in Muslim votes’
Sant Kabirnagar, Feb 22 (PTI):

Peace Party President
Dr Ayub, who is trying his
luck once again in the
Uttar Pradesh Assembly
polls, on Tuesday blamed
the SP, BSP and Congress
for the split in ‘secular’
and Muslim votes, and said
if the three come together
there will be no division of
90 per cent of these votes.

Under the banner of the
United Democratic
Alliance (UDA) smaller
parties like the National
Ulama Council led by
Maulana Amir Rashadi,
Kisan Party led by Kurmi
leader Dr BL Verma,
Janhit Kisan Party of
Shyam Sundar Chaurasia,
Nagrik Ekta Party led by
Mohammad Shamim have
united and entered the poll
fray. The Peace Party of Dr
Ayub is contesting on 50

seats as part of the UDA.
On the split in Muslim

votes and the BJP benefit-
ting from it due to parties
like Peace Party, Rashtriya
Ulama Council and
Asaduddin Owaisi’s
AIMIM, Dr Ayub said its
not Peace Party or
Owaisi’s party which is re-
sponsible for the victory of
the BJP but the Congress,
SP and BSP together en-

sure victory of the saffron
party. “With secular votes,
these parties also divide
Muslim votes. Had they
(SP, BSP, Congress) been to-
gether there would be no
division of this 90 per cent
votes,” he said. Dr Ayub, a
well-known surgeon hail-
ing from the backward
Muslim community of
Barhalganj in Gorakhpur
district of eastern Uttar
Pradesh, founded the
Peace Party during the
2009 Lok Sabha elections
and in the 2012 assembly
elections in Uttar Pradesh,
his party had four MLAs.
Dr Ayub himself won the
election from Khalilabad
assembly constituency of
Sant Kabirnagar district.
Later his party broke and
three MLAs removed Dr
Ayub from the post of
Legislature Party leader
and made Akhilesh Singh

of Rae Bareli as their
leader. In 2017, Dr Ayub
could not win even a single
seat. In an interview to
PTI, Dr Ayub, when asked
about split in his party,
said, “The SP, BSP,
Congress and BJP got
scared because of the rise
of the Peace Party in 2012,
this is absolutely the truth.
These parties thought that
their existence would be in
danger if this (Peace
Party) was not stopped. If
the secular and Muslim
votes all unite then their
existence will end.” Dr
Ayub said it is his priority
to prevent the BJP from
coming to power for the fu-
ture of Muslims and most
backward, Dalits and
downtrodden and added
that the BJP is not only an
“enemy” of Muslims but a
bigger enemy of back-
wards and Dalits.

Administering ‘Charak’ Oath was mistake: Principal

Kolkata, Feb 22 (PTI):

Amid a raging controver-
sy over first-year students of
Medical College Hospital,
Kolkata being administered
the ‘Charak’ oath instead of
the traditional Hippocratic
oath, Dr Raghunath Mishra,
principal of the prestigious
college said on Tuesday it
was a mistake made as offi-
cials of the 187-year-old
medical college misunder-
stood a communication by
the National Medical
Commission (NMC).

The clarification came a
day after first-year students
of the hallowed medical in-
stitute were asked to take
the ‘Charak Shapath’ (oath
named after the author of

an ancient Indian medical
text), which various med-
ical forums have opposed in
the past.

Charak Shapath finds its
reference in Charaka
Samhita, an ancient
Sanskrit text on Ayurveda,
which lays down a code of
conduct for healers in an-
cient Indian medicine.

“A few days back, there
was a video conference with

the officials of NMC.
During that conference
there was a reference of
Charak Shapath. Our staff
and officials misunderstood
it as an official guideline (to
be compulsorily followed)
and administered it on first-
year students,” Mishra told
PTI.

“It was a mistake on our
part ... we misunderstood a
reference to be an official

guideline,” he said. The
Principal said interns are
administered the
Hippocratic Oath, a cen-
turies-old code of ethics for
medical practitioners
worldwide.

“There has never been
any instance where we have
administered Charaka oath.
We only follow the century-
old system of administering
Hippocratic Oath,” he said.
On Tuesday, the Medical
Service Centre, an organisa-
tion of doctors and the DSO
unit of Calcutta Medical
College threatened to
protest against the ‘Charak’
oath which students of the
first year were forced to
swear by. “It is against the
spirit of long-established
conventions of the medical
profession where the stu-
dent interns take the
Hippocratic oath.

MLA, Kamathipura resident move
HC against use of area name 

Mumbai, Feb 22 (PTI):

Maharashtra MLA
Amin Patel and a resident
of Kamathipura area in
south Mumbai have ap-
proached the Bombay
High Court against the use
of the area’s name in
Bollywood film “Gangubai
Kathiawadi”, and sought it
to be censored or deleted.

The petition filed by
Shraddha Surve, a resi-
dent of Kamathipura
where a number of broth-
els operated in the past,
was mentioned before a di-
vision bench of Justices
Gautam Patel and Madhav
Jamdar on Tuesday, seek-
ing urgent hearing as the
movie is slated for release
on Friday.

The bench said it would
hear the petition on
Wednesday.

Besides, a PIL filed by
MLA Amin Patel, raising a
similar objection, was
mentioned before a divi-
sion bench of Chief
Justice Dipankar Datta

and Justice MS Karnik,
which also said it would
hear the plea on
Wednesday.

The Sanjay Leela
Bhansali-directed film,
based on a chapter from
writer S Hussain Zaidi’s
book Mafia Queens of
Mumbai, features Alia
Bhatt as Gangubai, one of
the most powerful, loved
and respected madams
from Kamathipura during
the 1960s.

The petition filed by
Surve said the movie
shows the Kamathipura
area in bad light and may
besmirch and defame its
residents.

“If the movie is allowed
to be released with the
name Kamathipura, then
it would cause harm and

disrespect to the residents,
especially women,” the pe-
tition said. There should
be no reference to the
name ‘Kamathipura’. “Let
the name be changed to
anything else...Mayapuri
or Mayanagari,” the plea
said.

Surve also said in the pe-
tition that currently, “not
even five per cent of the
Kamathipura area is ac-
tive in prostitution”.

The plea claimed the
area’s reputation has been
lowered after the release of
the film’s trailer, since the
movie makes wild allega-
tions that are derogatory
in nature and portray the
entire area as a red-light
hub. The social impact the
movie will cause is that all
girl residents will be
termed prostitutes, teased
and taunted, and families
will have to live with low-
ered dignity, the plea stat-
ed. Patel in his PIL said he
had received several objec-
tions from local social
service organisations and
residents objecting to the
portrayal of the neigh-
bourhood as a hub of flesh
trade.

Four held, dozen detained in
Bajrang Dal activist murder case

Shivamogga, Feb 22 (PTI):

Four people have been
arrested while about a
dozen others detained for
questioning in connection
with Bajrang Dal activist
Harsha’s murder in the

district, as stray incidents
of arson and violence
were reported in
Tunganagar here on
Tuesday, police said.

The arrested have been
identified as Kashif,
Nadim, Asif and Rihan,

all in their twenties, police
sources said.

“Their background and
all other details are being
checked”, they added.

Harsha was stabbed to
death on Sunday night at
Bharathi Nagar in the city
allegedly by a group of
men, who came in a car.
Police suspect the involve-
ment of seven people in
the murder.

Additional Director
General of Police C Pratap
Reddy, who is camping in
the town told reporters
that all the accused have
been identified.

“All the accused have
been identified by police
and arrests have been

made. Other arrests would
soon be made,” Reddy
said. According to him, a
few vehicles were burnt in
Tunganagar on Tuesday,
despite prohibitory orders
which have been clamped
under section 144 of the
CrPC. “Following the mur-
der of Harsha, there was a
very tense situation in the
city and certain surround-
ing areas. Additional
forces were rushed to
Shivamogga and lot of
arrangements were made
by the deputy commission-
er and the superintendent
of police to ensure that the
fallout of the murder does
not spread further,” Reddy
said.
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BRIEF
Duped

New Delhi: A 58 year
old man, who imper-
sonated himself as a
defence consultant
and cheated over 30
people to the tune of
Rs 3.8 crore on the pre-
text of providing lu-
crative tenders, was
arrested from
Uttarakhand. The ac-
cused K Venkata
Krishna Murthy was
arrested by the
Economic Offences
Wing (EOW) of the
Delhi Police from
Dehradun. He used to
lure the victims say-
ing he would get them
contracts to supply
materials.

Triggers
Jammu: A forest fire
triggered several
landmine explosions
along the Line of
Control (LoC) in
Poonch district of
Jammu and
Kashmir, sources
said. The fire started
in a forest across the
Line of Control and
spread to the Indian
side in the Balnoi
area of the
Krishnagati sector.
The sources said the
fire triggered the ex-
plosion of landmines
that were part of the
anti-infiltration ob-
stacle system.

Booked
Indore: A woman and
her grandson were
booked in Indore in
Madhya Pradesh for
beating a bull with
sticks after it entered
their field and dam-
aged crops. The inci-
dent took place in
Lasudia area here last
week and action was
taken against Kailashi
Bai of Kailod Hala vil-
lage and her grandson
Vishal Rathore under
the Prevention of
Cruelty to Animals
Act after a video went
viral.

Rescued
Thane: An infant who
was handed over to a
couple in Nalasopara
in Palghar by her
poverty-ridden par-
ents in Thane’s
Ambernath has been
rescued by volunteers
of the Child Welfare
Committee. District
Women and Child
Welfare officer
Mahendra Gaikwad
told PTI the 2-month-
old girl child, who was
the third born to the
couple, was rescued
based on a tip off pro-
vided by the local
ward committee.

Held
Indore: Three people
have been arrested for
allegedly stealing cash
from ATMs after open-
ing them with gas cut-
ters, police in Indore
in Madhya Pradesh
said. Shad
Mohammad (25),
Mustakim (19) and
Mohammad Rahul
(30), hailing from
Haryana, had tried to
open an ATM in Betma
area with a gas cutter,
leading to a fire result-
ing in currency worth
Rs 8 lakh getting burnt,
SP Bhagwat Singh
Birde said.

Militant 
Srinagar: A suspect-
ed militant of pro-
scribed terror outfit
Jaish e Mohammad
(JeM) was arrested by
the security forces in
the Kupwara district
of Jammu and
Kashmir. On getting
information about ter-
rorist movement in
the Rajwar area of
Handwara, police
along with Army and
CRPF established a
special joint check-
point near Sultanpora
Bridge at Zachaldara.

Curfew in Shivamogga city.

Amin Patel

In film ‘Gangubai
Kathiawadi’

Thiruvananthapuram, Feb 22 (PTI):

Kerala Chief Minister
Pinarayi Vijayan on
Tuesday rejected the oppo-
sition campaign that the
construction of embank-
ment for his government’s
flagship Silver Line rail
corridor project would par-
tition the southern state
into two, saying the propa-
ganda was just “exaggera-
tion” and “factually incor-
rect”.

The embankment, to be
raised for 292.73 kilome-
ters of the total 532 kilome-
ter-rail corridor, would
help maintain proper
alignment of tracks and
prevent water from enter-

ing there and it has been
an existing practice by the
Railways across the coun-
try, he told the state
Assembly.

The Chief Minister was
replying to a series of
questions raised by the rul-
ing and opposition mem-

bers in the House regard-
ing the multi-crore project.
Embankments, upto 17
meter height, already ex-
isted in Kerala as part of
various railway tracks and
the majority of such con-
structions as part of the
upcoming Silver Line proj-
ect would be below five
meter, he said.

“The height of the 74
kilometer stretch of em-
bankment will be between
five and eight meters. The
propaganda that the con-
struction of embankments
will divide the state into
two is just exaggeration
and factually incorrect,”
Vijayan said as a reply to a
question by Shafi

Parambil (Congress). He
also assured the House
that a sufficient number of
underpasses and culverts
would be constructed as
part of the project, helping
the local people to cross
the tracks and ensuring
the natural flow of water
in the area. Though he did
not give a clear answer for
the question on how many
tones of natural resources
would be required for the
construction of the em-
bankments, he said a com-
paratively minimum
amount of such resources
may be used for the mam-
moth work, envisaged to
be built under the green
protocol.

Silver Line won’t partition state: Vijayan rejects propaganda

Pinarayi Vijayan

New Delhi, Feb 22 (PTI):

NCP’s Supriya Sule and
BJD’s Amar Patnaik are
among 11 MPs who will be
getting the Sansad Ratna
Award 2022, Prime Point
Foundation said on
Tuesday. The jury commit-
tee has also nominated sen-
ior BJP leader from Tamil
Nadu H V Hande and
Congress veteran M
Veerappa Moily for a life-

time achievement award
while four parliamentary
standing committees —
agriculture, finance, educa-
tion and labour will be
awarded for their contribu-
tions. The 11 parliamentari-
ans include eight from the
Lok Sabha and three from
the Rajya Sabha, the foun-
dation said in a statement.
The 12th edition of the
Sansad Ratna Award func-
tion will be held on

February 26 in the national
capital.

According to the founda-
tion, Nationalist Congress
Party (NCP) MP Sule,
Revolutionary Socialist
Party (RSP) MP NK
Premachandran and Shiv
Sena MP Shrirang Appa
Barne will be awarded the
‘Sansad Vishisht Ratna’
award for their sustained
outstanding performance.

Trinamool Congress MP

Saugata Roy (West Bengal),
Congress MP Kuldeep Rai
Sharma (Andaman and
Nicobar Islands), and
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) MPs Bidyut Baran
Mahato (Jharkhand), Heena
Vijayakumar Gavit
(Maharashtra) and Sudhir
Gupta (Madhya Pradesh)
will get the Sansad Ratna
Award for their perform-
ance in the 17th Lok Sabha,
it said.

Eleven MPs to get ‘Sansad Ratna Award’

Medical College Hospital, Kolkata

Happened due to
miscommunication Bhopal, Feb 22 (PTI):

The Madhya Pradesh
government has set a high-
level committee to review
the security of Bhopal
Central Jail, where six con-
victs of the 2008
Ahmedabad serial blasts
lodged, and has also decid-
ed to deploy a squad of the
special armed force to
guard the prison, state
Home Minister Narottam
Mishra has said.

The six convicts lodged
in the jail here include
Safdar Nagori, the key con-
spirator of the Ahmedabad
blasts.

Nagori was one of the 38
convicts sentenced to death
in the Ahmedabad serial
bomb blasts case by a
Gujarat court last week.

A high-level committee
has been constituted to
monitor the security of the
Bhopal Central Jail where
the terrorists associated
with the Ahmedabad blasts
are lodged, Mishra said
after a meeting with top po-
lice and jail officials.

The committee is headed
by Additional Director
General, jail department,
Gajiram Meena, and also

includes Deputy Inspector
General Sanjay Pandey and
Bhopal Central Jail
Superintendent Dinesh
Nargave, he said.

The committee will re-
view the security on a daily
basis from all aspects, like
people who want to meet
these convicts, their food
and security, said Mishra,
who holds charge of the
state jail department.

Bhopal jail security raised amid
Ahmedabad blasts verdict

Bhopal
Central
Jail

Dr Ayub
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Protester drives at New Zealand
police as cordon tightens

Wellington, Feb 22 (AP):

One protester drove a
car toward a New Zealand
police line, narrowly
avoiding officers, while
other protesters sprayed
officers with a stinging
substance, police said
Tuesday, as they tightened
a cordon around a convoy
that has been camped out-
side Parliament for two
weeks.

The clashes in the capi-
tal of Wellington came a
day after police reported
that some of the protesters
had thrown human feces
at them.

Police Assistant
Commissioner Richard
Chambers told reporters
the actions of some of the
protesters, who oppose
coronavirus vaccine man-
dates, were unacceptable
and would be dealt with
assertively.

‘Our focus remains on
opening the roads up to
Wellingtonians and doing
our absolute best to re-
store peaceful protest,’
Chambers said. ‘The be-
havior of a certain group

within the protest commu-
nity is absolutely disgrace-
ful.’

Prime Minister Jacinda
Ardern said protesters
had taken things too far
and needed to return
home.

‘What’s happening in
Wellington is wrong,’ she
said.

The latest clashes began
after about 250 officers and
staff arrived at dawn and
used forklifts to move con-
crete barriers into a
tighter cordon around the
encampment, where hun-
dreds of cars and trucks
remain blocking city

streets. Police have used
the barriers this week to
allow protest cars to leave
but none to enter.

Video posted online
shows a white car driving
the wrong way down a
one-way street toward a
group of officers who
quickly get out of the way
while people shout. The
vehicle comes to a stop at
the police line and several
officers climb inside and
pull out the driver.

Police said the officers
had been lucky to escape
injury after the car
stopped just short of col-
liding with them.

Poverty, fear drive exodus from Syria’s IS capital
Raqqa, Feb 22 (AP):

In a square that a few
years ago was a grim stage
for the Islamic State
group’s brutal rule in the
Syrian city of Raqqa,
Mahmoud Dander sat
deep in thought.

He wants to leave Syria,
but has a problem: The 75-
year-old has no money. He
recalled the old days be-
fore protests and wars led
to his country’s collapse
and national currency
crash: Syria wasn’t thriv-
ing back then, but he had
work, his children had
university degrees and de-
cent futures, and food was
always on the table.

That’s all gone now. ‘We
have fallen, just like our
currency,’ he said.

Raqqa, the former de
facto capital of the self-
proclaimed IS caliphate

and home to about
300,000 people, is now
free, but many of its resi-
dents try to leave. Those
with property are trying
to sell it to save up for the
journey to Turkey. Those
without money struggle

to get by. At least 3,000 peo-
ple left Raqqa for Turkey
in 2021, according to the
city’s civil council co-chair
Mohammed Nour.

Their reasons span the
spectrum of post-war life
in Syria, one of the world’s
most complex conflict
zones. They include eco-
nomic collapse and wide-
spread unemployment fol-
lowing one of the worst
years of drought, as well

as fears of an IS comeback
and a proliferation of
criminal gangs. And there
is the looming specter of
conflict between rival pow-
ers that control various
parts of northern Syria,
including Turkey, Russia
and Syrian government
forces.

On the surface, the city’s
slow recovery from IS rule
is evident. Cafes and
restaurant are full of pa-
trons. Kurdish-led forces
stand guard at every major
intersection.

But poverty is rampant
in the majority Arab city
administered by US-
backed Kurdish-led forces.
People line up for basics
such as bread.
Unemployed young men
sit around. Water and elec-
tricity are limited. Many
live among bombed-out
ruins. Local officials say at
least 30% of the city re-
mains destroyed.

Australia wants eyes on Antarctica with funding boost

Canberra, Feb 22 (AFP):

Australia on Tuesday an-
nounced plans to boost its
presence and surveillance
operations on Antarctica,
unveiling a USD 575 million
package designed to match
China’s growing interest in
the pole.

Prime Minister Scott
Morrison said the ten-year
funding plan would give
Australia “eyes on
Antarctica” — by increas-
ing the country’s ability to
survey and monitor the
frozen tundra and sur-
rounding waters using
drones, helicopters and au-
tonomous vehicles.

Australia has territorial
claims on 42 percent of
Antarctica, the largest of
any nation, but has lacked
the capability to reach far-
flung corners of the conti-
nent. There has been con-
cern in Canberra that the
void could be exploited by
Beijing or Moscow, both of
which are becoming more
active on the continent.

Nearly half of
Australia’s new funding
will be spent on capabilities
to move around inland
areas, map Antarctica’s re-
mote east from the air using
drones and the purchase of
four new medium lift heli-
copters.

There are also a handful
of environmental projects
in the announcement, in-

cluding US$5 million for re-
search into climate
change’s impact on
Antarctic ice sheets and
supporting Pacific nations
in monitoring rising sea
levels. Morrison refused to
be drawn on his specific
concerns about China’s
growing interest in
Antarctica beyond saying,
“They don’t share the same
objectives as Australia
does.”

China has built two year-
round stations on
Antarctica and its spending
on Antarctic programmes
has steadily increased. But
Beijing’s footprint is
dwarfed by the United
States, which maintains the
largest presence in
Antarctica with about 1,400
personnel staffing its three
all-year stations in sum-
mers before the pandemic.

PROTEST BY POLICE

Police officers and agents of Minas Gerais state protest with Brazilian flag in demand
of higher salaries in Belo Horizonte, Brazil.

BRIEF
Sanctions 

Brussels: The
European Union im-
posed sanctions on
several top officials
in Myanmar includ-
ing government min-
isters, election offi-
cials and top military
brass over ongoing
human rights abuses
in the country. The
bloc imposed asset
freezes and travel
bans on 22 people and
slapped restrictive
measures on four en-
tities, including
state-owned and pri-
vate companies.

Verify
Cairo: A UN human
rights expert was in
Sudan to verify allega-
tions of human rights
violations after an
October military coup
plunged the country
into turmoil and trig-
gered nearly-daily
street protests. Adama
Dieng was a UN spe-
cial adviser on the pre-
vention of genocide
and served as an in-
vestigator for the
International
Criminal Tribunal for
Rwanda.

Helps
Warsaw: Deadly high
winds that struck
Northern Europe last
week generated a
record level of wind
energy for Poland,
covering some 30 per-
cent of the demand in
a country where most
of its electricity
comes from coal,
Poland’s power distri-
bution operator said.
When gale-force
winds hit we regis-
tered a record level of
power generation
from wind farms of
some 6,700 megawatts,
Maciej Wapinski of
the Polish Power
System, told.

Opposition
Islamabad:
Pakistan’s political op-
position and journal-
ist community reject-
ed a tough new cyber-
crimes law approved
by the country’s presi-
dent that enhances
jail terms for social
media users convicted
of disseminating fake
news.

Warsaw, Feb 22 (AP):

Russian President
Vladimir Putin laid out his
version of Ukraine’s histo-
ry, saying essentially that
Ukraine was always part of
Russia. While that serves
his purpose, it is also a fic-
tion. Ukraine has its own
thousand-year history.
What is now Ukraine was a
contested region of shifting
borders for centuries that
did not come completely
under Moscow’s rule until
late in the 18th century dur-
ing the reign of Catherine
the Great, and even then the

Russian Empire was never
able to swallow it easily or
completely. In his present-

day effort to bring an inde-
pendent, Western-looking
Ukraine back into Russia’s

orbit, Putin is following a
well-trod path of many of
Russia’s rulers before him,
from Peter the Great to
Josef Stalin.

For the West, the question
is whether it can limit
Putin’s revanchist ambi-
tions through diplomacy,
sanctions and Ukrainian
military resistance. The
recognition of the two
breakaway regions by
Putin, and the sending in of
Russian troops already
threatening the country,
could easily be the trigger
for a wider war for all of
Ukraine.

Putin’s take on history may lay
groundwork for war

Map shows modern day alliances in Europe.

Washington, Feb 22 (PTI):

The US-India relation-
ship has become weaker
under the Biden adminis-
tration, according to
Indian-American Kash
Patel, who served as the
chief of staff to the acting
United States Secretary of
Defence in the last few
weeks of the previous
Trump administration.

Patel, in an interview to
PTI, said that there is a
pretty good possibility of
former president Donald
Trump running for re-elec-
tion in 2024.

The former Pentagon
chief of staff, who attended
both the Houston and
Ahmedabad rallies of
Trump and Prime Minister
Narendra Modi in
September 2019 and
February 2020, said that the

bilateral relationship has
deteriorated under the
Biden administration. The
relationship has gotten
weaker, Patel said.

President Trump and
Prime Minister Modi had
an extraordinary relation-
ship with respect. And they
were working together to
counteract the things like
Chinese aggression, not
just on the Indian border
but on the global stage.
They were also working to-

gether to counteract things
in Pakistan when it came to
counterterrorism matters
and hostage situations, he
said. The two leaders knew
that not only the strong re-
lationship but also allowing
the economies of scale to be
built in India and America
were mutually beneficial,
Patel said. Observing that
the situation in
Afghanistan has deteriorat-
ed after the withdrawal of
American troops, the for-
mer Pentagon chief of staff
said he believes that the US
would have no other option
but to send its troops on the
ground in 18 months. The
United States, in the middle
of the Ukrainian crisis,
needs a strong leadership,
which the current occupant
to the post of President Joe
Biden, a Democrat, has mis-
erably failed, Patel said.

‘India-US ties under Biden got weaker’

Kash Patel

Australia’s research station in Antarctica.

Antarctica has critical
mineral resources for
industries

Milhem Daher sits with his family outside his house in 
village of Kasrat Srou.

Police and protesters clash in Wellington, New Zealand, Tuesday.

Singapore, Feb 22 (PTI):

A former senior official
of Singapore’s health min-
istry has been sentenced to
18 weeks in jail for leaking
the country’s daily num-
bers of COVID-19 cases on a
chat group and playing the
guess the number game
with the 49 other members
in that group, a media re-
port said on Tuesday.

Zhao Zheng, 37, a former
deputy lead of the Data
Management Unit set up by
the Ministry of Health
(MOH), pleaded to 12
charges, mostly for wrong-
ful communication under

the Official Secrets Act,
Channel News Asia report-
ed. Another 12 charges
were also taken into con-
sideration. When MOH’s
COVID-19 operations
began in February 2020,
Zhao was deployed to be
the deputy lead of the
Data Management Unit.
For her appointment, she
was given access to a
“SharePoint” folder on
the MOH Intranet that
contained documents and
spreadsheets used by the
health ministry in its
COVID-19 operations.

Zhao was able to deter-
mine how many COVID-19
cases there were in
Singapore on a given day,
prior to the information
being released to the pub-
lic by the MOH, and she
could also find out the
profile of each case, it
said. From March 16, 2020,
Zhao began sharing the
number of confirmed
COVID-19 cases in a
China-origin WeChat
group containing 49 other
members, and warned
them not to spread the in-
formation. She would also
share additional details,
such as how many cases
were from foreigners who

entered Singapore, it said
further.

Singapore official jailed for
leaking COVID-19 numbers
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Dynasties
There lies no doubt that
Indira Gandhi to Rajiv to
Sonia to Rahul, all attained
the Post of Prime Minister
or Party President smoothly
just because they were privi-
leged enough to take birth
or wedded to the Nehru fam-
ily. But at the end of the day
the fact also remains that
Indira to Rajiv had won elec-
tions not through brute
force or might of military
power so as to lead the
Central Government, but by
winning the hearts or votes
of the Indian electorate
through the free and fair
democratic process. Be it
2004 or 2009, it is the com-
mon people who had voted
Sonia-led Congress to power
in New Delhi. Still if the
Gandhis are constantly
character-assassinated
through the hue of
‘Dynastic regime’, none
other than the free will of
the Indian electorate gets
continuously maligned,
mocked and abused as
Gandhis did not elect them-
selves, rather people elected
them to power. Even the in-
stitution of elections,
democracy and
Constitution also get bar-
barically assaulted through
such bankrupt cheap rheto-
ric. BJP should also not for-
get that it is the people who
threw out the saffron
regime of ‘India Shining’ to
bring in the ‘Family’ in 2004.
Still if Congress is epitome
of ‘Dynasty’; what do the
Dhumals, Mahajans,
Mundes, Khandus,
Chowhans represent. What
about the progeny of
Raman Singh, Rajnath
Singh, Kalyan Singh,
Maneka Gandhi  Yashwant
Sinha, Vasundhara Raje in
this regard. Why have the
“anti-dynasty” force gleeful-
ly brought the likes of
Jyotiraditya Scindia and
Jitin Prasadas in their fold.
Perhaps “dynasty doesn’t
kill democracy” when it gets
pursued by the BJP. Why did
BJP trade with PDP,
Shiromani Akali Dal, Shiv
Sena in the recent past
though family members of
the original patriarch of
those parties enjoy an upper
hand. Why has BJP aligned
with “dynastic” Jannayak
Janta Party and enjoying
power in Haryana. If BJP is
so “allergic” towards “dy-
nasty”, why did it indulge in
a coup of sorts by roping in
Sharad Pawar’s nephew Ajit
as Deputy Chief minister so
as to grab the governance of
Maharashtra through the
back door. All dialogues of
“dynasty” promptly vanish
in thin air if even a faint
scent of power gets per-
ceived in the political hori-
zon. Hypocrisy to the power
infinity. It must be remem-
bered that if you point a fin-
ger at someone else, three
fingers are pointing back at
you.

Kajal Chatterjee,
Kolkata

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

WHAT THEY TWEET!

KKaarrtthhiikk@@kkaarrtthhiikk22kk22
Scare tactics don’t gener-

ally work. It’s perhaps
because those tactics pres-

ent scenarios that the
patient has never experi-
enced. On the other hand,

everyone is wary about
things we have experi-

enced. Once bitten, twice
shy. What’s one thing most
people have experienced? 

PPaannkkaajj  BBaarraannwwaall
@@ppaannkkaajj__cciicc

Students want to feel rewarded.
Students want to know how pre-
pared they really are. Now they

can at BeyondExams! Please share
your issues with the current edu-
cation system and we’ll solve it at

BeyondExams.

SSwwaaiimmaann  SSiinngghh@@SSiinngghhSSwwaaiimmaann
This is a actually likely a good trend.
Most voting that occurs in later part
of the day are paid voters and illegal
activities that happen. Most genuine

voting occurs in earlier part of the
day. People like to vote and than get

on with there work.

MMaajj  GGeenn  SSaattbbiirr
@@ssaattbbiirrssmm

OROP History contd. Aim of
Govt decisions to grant
OROP was to close gap

between current and past
pensr of same cl. This aim
reflected in LS Secretariat
Ref Note.33 of Oct 15. How
and why a few days later i.e
07.11.15 Govt changed defi-

nition which totally, kills
soul of OROP.

AAnniill  TTaallwwaarr@@aanniillttaallwwaarr
The way every man and his dog go

tagging the @PMO_NaMo
@PMOIndia on any and every

redundant issue, just shows how
far removed from reality folks are.

Maybe, they should be made to
pay for every such frivolous tag.

zzaaiiddiiaattiiyyaa@@aattiiyyaazz
The #Poinsettias have come home.

TTaannvvii  MMaaddaann@@ttaannvvii__mmaaddaann
These recent weeks have been
another reminder of the long-
term damage the Iraq war has

wrought internationally in terms
of the response to US assertions
about the rules based order and
to the US intelligence communi-

ty’s pronouncements.

E mpires never go away completely, even after power
shifts from one hegemon to another. However,

with the fall of the Communists in 1989, few social sci-
entists would have predicted that Russia’s diplomatic
influence would ever manage to reassert itself in any of
the countries of Eastern Europe. Indeed, over the last
decade, as NATO and the European Union have crept
further eastward, Russia’s foreign political clout seems
to have disappeared from countries in which the
Soviets had once so robustly intervened or nearly inter-
vened like Poland, Hungary, the Czech Republic, and
Slovakia. The crisis in Ukraine has exposed the fact
that, after twenty years of independence, Kiev is be-
coming an increasingly hostile and unstable partner
for Russia’s petroleum transport interests. Several
European wars have been fought on present day
Ukrainian territory by the Russian empire with
Poland, Lithuania, Sweden and Prussia. The Russian
military campaign in Ukraine is ironic revenge for
Kosovo and Serbia in Balkans region of Europe. The
US and allies claimed that there were atrocities and
genocide, recognized a break-away, bomb and use
troops to enforce will. Westerners have never under-
stood how angry the whole Serbian intervention made
Russia, who saw Serbia as a core ally. It’s one of the
main turning points in Western and Russian relations.
To Russia, this was their ‘humanitarian intervention.’
On March 24, 1999, NATO, led by the United States,
launched an air war aimed at forcing the Serbian
leader Slobodan Milosevic to put an end to anti-
Albanian violence in the province of Kosovo and to
withdraw Serbian military and police from the region.
The day the campaign started, Yevgeny Primakov, the
Russian Prime Minister at the time, was on his way to
the US, hoping to win IMF loans and renegotiate the
terms of billions of dollars in Soviet-era debt. He called
Vice-President Al Gore en route to implore him to call
off the air strikes. Three hours later, Gore called back
to say that the strikes were inevitable and Russia didn’t
have a say in the matter. Primakov had his plane
turned around over the Atlantic and returned to
Moscow. Thus ended the era of cooperation and aspira-
tional friendship between Russia and the US that had
begun after the Cold War. Russians now remember the
U-turn over the Atlantic as the first time that post-
Soviet Russia asserted its right to be heard. The 78 day
air war over Kosovo and Serbia was unprecedented in
several ways. It was undertaken without the sanction of
the UN Security Council. It was framed, by the partici-
pating governments and much of the media, as a hu-
manitarian intervention. International law allows mili-
tary action under two scenarios: if a nation or nations
are acting in self-defence, or if they have the sanction of
the UN Security Council. Yet some scholars have ar-
gued that the Kosovo air war was legal. Russia did not
have a direct stake in Kosovo, aside from a vague, senti-
mental idea of affinity with the Serbs because they are,
like Russians, Eastern Orthodox. So are most
Ukrainians, but that no longer seems to matter. In
Russian memory, however, the NATO war was an at-
tack on Russia, because it showed that Russia no longer
mattered. Putin’s protracted campaign in Ukraine
looks like a long-delayed tit-for-tat in response to the air
war in Kosovo. Russian parliament had approved a res-
olution to ask Putin to recognize the statehood of the
separatist regions in eastern Ukraine, a move that
made their status similar to that of Kosovo after the
bombing campaign.

Revenge for Balkans

T he Supreme Court has issued notice to the Centre
and states on a PIL for taking steps to sensitise peo-

ple about the performance of fundamental duties en-
shrined under the Constitution. A bench of justices
Sanjay Kishan Kaul and MM Sundresh sought a re-
sponse from the Union government and states as peti-
tioner, advocate Durga Dutt, led by senior advocate
Ranjit Kumar, contended that “everybody is clamouring
for rights, nobody cares about duties enjoined under the
Part IV A of the Constitution.” The plea said former
Chief Justice of India Ranganath Mishra in 1998 wrote a
letter to the SC which was converted into a letter petition
by which the top court had in 2003, directed the central
government to consider and take appropriate steps expe-
ditiously for the implementation of the recommenda-
tions of the report of the National Commission to review
the working of the Constitution. The report had accept-
ed suggestions by the Justice JS Verma Committee on
the operationalisation of fundamental duties of citizens
and their early implementation. The committee recom-
mended the Union and state governments to sensitise
the people and create general awareness among citizens
regarding fundamental duties and achievement of their
desired enforceability by not only legal sanctions but
also social sanctions and creations of role models.
Fundamental Duties were introduced by the 42nd
Constitutional Amendment Act, 1976, by inserting
Article 51-A into the Constitution of India. The Article is
an Emergency-era provision introduced by the Indira
Gandhi government. Duties are an ancient concept en-
compassed in the eastern jurisprudence as an aspect of
human behaviour known as ‘Dharma’, staunch admir-
ers, of which were luminaries like Lokmanya Tilak and
Mahatma Gandhi. The concept of duties has its origin in
the Vedas and they are in the form of religious com-
mands. Epics like Bhagavad Geeta, Ramayana and
Mahabharat, also enshrine duty as part of one’s
Dharma. Thus, the eastern jurisprudence is duty orient-
ed and right is considered as ancillary to duty or conse-
quence of performing duty. A responsible citizen is the
one who performs his social, moral, ethical obligations
and his duty towards state and fellow citizens.
Fundamental duties are the guiding principles for citi-
zens. Though these duties are not themselves enforce-
able in courts nor their violation, as such, punishable,
nevertheless, if a court, before which a fundamental
right is sought to be enforced, has to read all parts of the
Constitution, it may refuse to enforce a fundamental
right at the instance of an individual who has patently
violated any of the duties specified.

Fundamental duties awareness
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People exercise next to a giant replica of a tabla at Anil Mohile park decorated with traditional musical instruments in Mumbai,
Maharashtra.

GIANT REPLICA

TT he Jharkhand government is
going to present the budget for

the financial year 2022-23 on March 3,
while the budget session is scheduled
to start from February 25, 2022. The
people of the state have many expec-
tations from the budget, in which the
people of the state also want to
increase the banking facilities in the
state, because in the absence of prop-
er banking facilities, both the people
of Jharkhand and the government are
facing problems. The pace of devel-
opment of the state is also not catch-
ing up.
To understand the current status of
banking facilities in the state, it is
very important to know about the
basic facts of the state. In the year
2000, Jharkhand became an inde-
pendent state after separating from
Bihar. Being rich in mineral
resources, it was believed that it
would develop rapidly, but so far, the
expected development has not hap-
pened in this state.

The total population of Jharkhand
is 3.29 crore, out of which the number
of Scheduled Tribes is 28 percent of
the total population, while the num-
ber of Scheduled Castes is 12 percent
of the total population. The geograph-
ical area of the state is 80 lakh
hectares, in which the cultivable land
is 38 lakh hectares, but only 18 lakh
hectares of land is being cultivated,
but this area is not irrigated.
Therefore, the expected production
of crops is not achieved. The irrigated
land in the state is only 1.57 lakh

hectares, which can be easily
increased with the help of banks.

There are 24 districts, 32,620 vil-
lages, 33 sub-divisions and 259 blocks
in the state. The per capita income in
the state is Rs 4,161, which is much
less than the national average.
According to the 2011 census, the lit-
eracy rate of Jharkhand is 67.63 per-
cent. The male literacy rate in the
state is 78.45 percent and the female
literacy rate is 56.21 percent. Of the
total population, 15 percent people
work in agriculture, while 6 percent of
the population are agricultural labor-
ers, while about 5 percent of the pop-
ulation is employed in industries and
mining, 2 percent in business and 3
percent in other services. It is clear
from the data; the expected develop-
ment has not happened in Jharkhand
and the current situation can be
changed by expanding the banking
services.

According to the data of the State
Level Bankers Committee’s (SLBC)
Portal, till September 2021, banks in
Jharkhand had disbursed only 29.55
percent of the loan target to the agri-
culture sector among the farmers,
while in the case of crop loan, only
21.08 percent of the loan could be dis-
bursed of set target. At the same
time, banks had disbursed only 1.63
percent of the loan of set target by
September 2021 to strengthen rural
infrastructure. Today Micro, Small
and Medium Enterprises (MSME)
units are playing the most important
role in the development of any sector.

Along with making every sector self-
reliant, it is also a huge source of
employment generation. At present,
there are 6.33 crore MSME units in
the country, which contribute 29 per-
cent to the country’s GDP and more
than 11 crore people are employed in
this sector. Considering the impor-
tance of this sector, banks should
give credit to MSME units on priority
basis, but in Jharkhand, banks had
disbursed only 57.17 percent of loan
of set target by September 2021 to
MSME units under priority sector. Till
September 2021, under priority sec-
tor, 0 percent of loan of set target had
disbursed in the export sector, while
in the case of education, 10.63 per-
cent of loan of set target was dis-
bursed. At the same time, in the con-
text of home loans, this percentage
was 12.89. In totality, under the prior-
ity sector, 41.92 percent of loan of set
target fixed till September 2021 had
disbursed, while 65.96 percent of loan
of set target had disbursed in the
non-priority sector till September
2021.

The credit being given by banks to
agriculture, industry and service sec-
tor in Jharkhand can also be estimat-
ed from the CD ratio of banks. As of
September 2021, the CD ratio of
banks operating in Jharkhand was
only 39.67 percent, which cannot be
called satisfactory. CD Ratio is the
ratio of the loan amount given to the
needy people, industry and service
sector out of total deposit amount.
The basic function of the bank is to
take deposits from customers and
earn interest by giving loans to the
needy out of the deposits, but banks
are lending less in Jharkhand.

All banks had 3215 branches in
Jharkhand as of September 2021, out
of which State Bank of India alone
had 567 branches, while the number
of ATMs was 3285, out of which State
Bank of India alone had 1,206 branch-
es. At the same time, as of September
2021, the number of Banking
Correspondents (BC) in Jharkhand
was 4197. BCs are also called mini

banks and they basically work in the
villages. 13,656 micro-ATMs have also
been provided to BCs, so that vil-
lagers can easily withdraw their
deposits. If the ratio of bank branches
available in the state to the total pop-
ulation of the state is taken out, then
in Jharkhand there is 1 bank branch
for the population of 10 thousand.
Similarly, the number of ATMs is 1 for
a population of 10 thousand, while
the number of BCs is 1 for a popula-
tion of 7838.

Today banks are playing an impor-
tant role in the development of any
state or country. These are said to be
the base of the economy, but
Jharkhand does not have sufficient
number of bank branches, ATMs, BCs.
Also, the banks are not providing
loans to the people, businessmen and
industries of Jharkhand as per the
requirement.

The population of Scheduled
Tribes and Scheduled Castes in
Jharkhand is 40 percent of the total
population, so it is more important to
make them financially literate, as
well as should also to increase the
percentage of literacy in the state, so
that people can take advantage of
banking facilities.  The government
needs to increase the presence of
banks in the state in the upcoming
budget to accelerate the pace of
development in the state. The CD
ratio of banks in the state is low. If
this ratio is improved, then the eco-
nomic activities in the state can
accelerate. In the above perspective,
banks should give loans to the com-
mon people, business, industry, serv-
ice etc. sectors as per the need and
the government should also provide
help to the banks in recovery of Non-
Performing Asset (NPA). If banks,
government and people of the state
help each other, then surely the way
for development will be shown in
Jharkhand too.

((SSaattiisshh  SSiinngghh  iiss  sseenniioorr  ccoolluummnniisstt
aanndd  eeddiittoorr  ooff  iinn--hhoouussee  JJoouurrnnaall  ooff  SSBBII
‘‘AAaarrtthhiikk  DDaarrppaann’’..))

Need to increase banking facilities
SATISH SINGH
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Funding

New Delhi:
MediBuddy on
Tuesday said it has
raised USD 125 mil-
lion in funding. CEO
Satish Kannan said
we will capitalise on
strengthening our net-
work of healthcare
service providers and
our team, while
launching new servic-
es on the platform for
healthcare industry.

Dispatch
New Delhi:
Automaker Kia India
on Tuesday said it has
crossed five lakh units
in terms of dispatch
across domestic and
export markets from
its Anantapur plant in
Andhra Pradesh. With
this, the company has
also surpassed the four
lakh sales milestone in
the country and has al-
ready exported over
one lakh cars to more
than 91 countries,
since it started ship-
ping Seltos in
September 2019. Kia
India also became the
leading exporter.

CFO

Mumbai: Jet Airways
on Tuesday an-
nounced the appoint-
ment of former
SriLankan Airlines'
CEO, Vipula
Gunatilleka as the
Chief Financial
Officer. He has been
shortlisted after a rig-
orous process run by
the Executive Team
over the last several
months.

Extends
New Delhi: Procter &
Gamble India on
Tuesday said it will
extend all company-of-
fered financial and
medical benefits to the
partners of its
LGBTQ+ employees.
Earlier these benefits
were available to
spouses of married
employees and will
now be extended to
the partners of
LGBTQ+ (lesbian, gay,
bisexual, transgender
and queer+) employ-
ees as well. P&G India
provides emergency
financial assistance to
its employees.

Raises

New Delhi: Fleetx.io
has raised about Rs
145 crore in series-B
funding led by
IndiaMart, the startup
firm said on Tuesday.
CEO Vineet Sharma
said customer is the
centre of our mission
and this investment
will enable us to keep
innovating on behalf
of our customers.

Leverage
New Delhi: Tata
Consultancy Services
(TCS) announced the
launch of its Sydney
Digital Garage to help
customers in
Australia and New
Zealand leverage co-
innovation and accel-
erate digital transfor-
mation.

Mumbai, Feb 22 (PTI):

The high-level FSDC
headed by Finance
Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman on Tuesday
deliberated on the chal-
lenges emanating from
global and domestic devel-
opments and asked the reg-
ulators to maintain con-
stant vigil on the financial
sector.

The Financial Stability
and Development Council
(FSDC) meeting attended
by various financial sector
regulators, including RBI
Governor Shaktikanta
Das, comes against the
backdrop of rising tension
between Russia and the US
over Ukraine.

The Council also dis-
cussed measures required
for further development of
the financial sector and to
achieve an inclusive eco-
nomic growth with macro-
economic stability.

"The Council deliberated

on the various mandates of
the FSDC and major
macro-financial challenges
arising in view of global
and domestic develop-
ments.

"The Council noted that
the government and all
regulators need to main-
tain constant vigil on the fi-
nancial conditions and
functioning of important
financial institutions, espe-
cially considering that it
could expose financial vul-
nerabilities in the medium
and long-term," the finance

ministry said in a state-
ment. The Council dis-
cussed measures required
for further development of
the financial sector and to
achieve an inclusive eco-
nomic growth with macro-
economic stability, it said.

The 25th FSDC meeting
discussed operational is-
sues relating to currency
management and also took
note of the activities un-
dertaken by the FSDC Sub-
Committee chaired by the
RBI Governor and the ac-
tion taken by members on
the past decisions of FSDC.

The meeting was also at-
tended by Minister of State
for Finance Bhagwat
Kishanrao Karad, Finance
Secretary TV Somanathan,
Economic Affairs
Secretary Ajay Seth,
Revenue Secretary Tarun
Bajaj, Financial Services
Secretary Sanjay
Malhotra, and Securities
and Exchange Board of
India chairman Ajay Tyagi

among others. This was the
first meeting of the high-
level panel after the presen-
tation of Budget 2022-23.
The previous meeting was
held on September 3 last
year.

The FSDC has been set
up by the government in
consultation with financial
market regulators, to
strengthen and institution-
alize the mechanism for
maintaining financial sta-
bility, enhance inter-regu-
latory coordination and
promote financial sector
development.

Without prejudice to the
autonomy of regulators,
the Council monitors
macro-prudential supervi-
sion of the economy, in-
cluding functioning of
large financial conglomer-
ates, and addresses inter-
regulatory coordination
and financial sector devel-
opment issues. It also fo-
cuses on financial literacy
and financial inclusion.

Regulators told to maintain constant
vigil on financial sector 

Nirmala Sitharaman

Mumbai, Feb 22 (PTI):

The BSE benchmark
Sensex plummeted about
383 points to close at 57,300-
level on Tuesday, tracking
massive selloffs in global
markets.

After sinking about
1,300 points in early deals,
the Sensex staged a sharp
recovery but still ended
382.91 points or 0.66 per
cent lower at 57,300.68.

The NSE Nifty too re-
claimed part of its early
losses before closing 114.45
points or 0.67 per cent
lower at 17,092.20.

On the Sensex chart,
Tata Steel, TCS and SBI
fell the most, losing as
much as 3.64 per cent. Of
the 30 Sensex constituents,
20 closed in the red.

"Escalations in Ukraine
tensions with Russia
recognising two pro-
Russian rebel regions have
aggravated the crisis. The
economic consequences
are already visible in high-

er crude and gold prices,"
VK Vijayakumar, Chief
Investment Strategist at
Geojit Financial Services,
said. The biggest macro
headwind for India is
crude racing to USD 97 a
barrel, he said adding that
the inflationary conse-
quence of this will force
the RBI to abandon its
dovish monetary stance.

Continuing their selling
spree, foreign institutional
investors sold shares
worth Rs 2,261.90 crore in
the Indian capital market
on Monday, exchange data
showed. Other Asian
bourses on Tuesday fol-
lowed Wall Street rout and

massive selloffs in
European equities trig-
gered by the Russia-
Ukraine standoff.
Germany's DAX slipped
0.1% to 14,719.16 and the
CAC 40 in Paris was flat at
6,788.13. Britain's FTSE 100
gave up 0.4% to 7,452.18.

US futures were lower,
with the contract for the
S&P 500 down 0.1% and
the future for the Dow in-
dustrials 0.2% lower. In
Asia, Tokyo's Nikkei 225
index dropped 1.7% to
26,449.61 while the Hang
Seng in Hong Kong re-
gained some lost ground to
close 2.7% lower at
23,520.00.

Sensex tumbles 383 pts
amid Ukraine tensions

Mumbai, Feb 22 (PTI):

The rupee depreciated
by 31 paise to 74.86 (provi-
sional) against the US cur-
rency on Tuesday as riski-
er assets took a hit amid
deepening geopolitical ten-
sions.

Forex traders said sus-
tained foreign fund out-
flows, a lacklustre trend in
domestic equities and ele-
vated crude oil prices
weighed on investor senti-
ment.

At the interbank foreign
exchange, the rupee
opened at 74.71 against the
American dollar but later
dropped to a low of 74.99
against the greenback.

The local unit was quot-
ed at 74.86 at close, down 31

paise from the previous
close. Meanwhile, the dol-
lar index, which gauges
the greenback's strength
against a basket of six cur-
rencies, was trading 0.04
per cent lower at 96.03.

"The rupee has glided
lower by around 0.50 per
cent amid mounting ten-
sions between Russia and
Ukraine, which has hurt
the risk sentiments in the
markets and led to signifi-
cant outflows," said
Sugandha Sachdeva, Vice
President - Commodity
and Currency Research,
Religare Broking Ltd.

Besides, crude prices
have soared to seven-year
highs due to lingering sup-
ply worries, which is drag-
ging down the Indian

rupee, Sachdeva added.
"As of now, the dollar

looks to remain well bid,
owing to its safe-haven ap-
peal in a backdrop of
heightened geopolitical
risks. This shall keep the
Indian rupee under pres-
sure in the near-term. We
envisage near-term sup-
port at the 75 mark for the
domestic unit, a breach of
which shall lead to further
depreciation for the rupee-
dollar exchange rate,"
Sachdeva said. Bullion
showed sharp rise in
prices.

Gold prices on Tuesday
rose Rs 477 to Rs 50,555 per
10 gram in the futures
trade as speculators creat-
ed fresh positions on a
firm spot demand.

Rupee slumps 31 paise at
74.86 against USD, bullion rise

New Delhi, Feb 22 (PTI):

The IT ministry has
come out with a draft poli-
cy that proposes a frame-
work for government-to-
government data sharing
and moots that all data for
every government depart-
ment or its organisation
shall be open and sharable
by default, with certain
riders.

The draft 'India Data
Accessibility and Use
Policy' -- circulated for
public consultation -- will
be applicable to all data
and information created,
generated and collected by
the government directly or
through ministries, de-

partments and authorised
agencies. The policy aims
to "radically transform"
India's ability to harness
public sector data for large
scale social transforma-
tion.

All data for every gov-
ernment ministry, depart-
ment and organisation
will be open and sharable
by default, with certain ex-
ceptions, according to the
draft policy that outlines
an institutional frame-

work entailing 'India Data
Office', India Data Council,
and Data Management
Units as key components.

"Any data sharing shall
happen within legal
framework of India, its na-
tional policies and legisla-
tion as well as the recog-
nised international guide-
lines," the document said.

India's ambition of be-
coming USD 5 trillion digi-
tal economy depends on
its ability to harness the
value of data, said the
draft document.

With that in mind, the
India Data Accessibility
and Use Policy aims to en-
hance access, quality and
use of data, in line with
the current and emerging
technology needs of the
decade.

A robust data sharing
ecosystem will be un-

locked by maximising ac-
cess and use of quality
public sector data, improv-
ing policy making, evalua-
tion and monitoring, and
facilitating creation of
public digital platforms.
The document also talks of
protecting privacy and se-
curity of citizens, and
streamlining inter govern-
ment data sharing.

"This policy will be ap-
plicable to all data and in-
formation /created/gener-
ated/ collected/archived
by the Government of
India directly or through
authorised agencies by
various ministries/de-
par tments/org anisa -
tions/agencies and au-
tonomous bodies," it said.

State governments will
be free to adopt the provi-
sions and protocols as ap-
plicable.

Consultation sought on draft data accessibility, use policy
Policy talks of 
integrated data
portals

New Delhi, Feb 22 (PTI):

India's fuel demand is
likely to grow 5.5 per cent
in the fiscal year begin-
ning April 1 as economic
activity picks up after dev-
astation caused by the
pandemic, government es-
timates showed on
Tuesday.

Fuel consumption in
2022-23 is estimated to rise
to 214.5 million tonnes
from 203.2 million tonnes
expected sales in the cur-
rent fiscal year ending
March 2022, according to
the oil ministry's
Petroleum Planning and
Analysis Cell (PPAC).

It will cross the pre-pan-
demic level sales in the
current fiscal. In 2019-20,
India had consumed 214.1
million tonnes of petrole-
um products such as
petrol, diesel and LPG.

Demand for petroleum
products grew by 4.9 per
cent in the first nine
months of the current fis-
cal year that began in
April 2021. Fuel consump-
tion was 148.3 million
tonnes in April-December
2021.

India consumed 194.3
million tonnes of petrole-
um produced in 2020-21 -
the year that saw a pan-
demic-related lockdown
crippling economy and
mobility.

During the next fiscal

2022-23, petrol, used main-
ly in cars and two-wheel-
ers, is expected to rise by
7.8 per cent to 33.3 million
tonnes.

Sales of diesel, the most
used fuel, is slated to grow
by 3.9 per cent to 79.3 mil-
lion tonnes, according to
PPAC.

Consumption of avia-
tion fuel (ATF) is projected
to increase by 49 per cent
to 7.6 million tonnes. This
is however less than the
pre-pandemic level of 8
million tonnes.

Cooking gas LPG, whose
consumption had risen
even during the pandemic
year due to free cylinders
distributed by the govern-
ment to the poor to tied
over hardships of lock-
down, is projected to see a
4.5 per cent growth in de-
mand to 29.6 million
tonnes in 2022-23.

India’s fuel demand expected
to grow 5.5% next fiscal

Mumbai, Feb 22 (PTI):

Forecasting a lower-than-
previously projected 10 per
cent GDP growth for the fis-
cal year 2022 due to the
third wave of the pandem-
ic, foreign brokerage
Barclays said the Indian
economy is likely to have
expanded by 6.6 per cent in
the December quarter.

The economy had a rela-
tively stable Q3 with sever-
al sectors returning to pre-
pandemic level of activity,
with services playing a big-
ger role in activity, the re-
port said, adding that with
the mild Omicron wave in
January, there is clear
downside risks to the earli-
er growth forecast of 10 per
cent in FY22.

In the July-September
quarter, the Indian econo-
my had clocked a growth of
8.4 per cent. The National
Statistical Office (NSO) will
declare the GDP estimates

for Q3 FY 2021-22 on
February 28.

As high base effects kick
in, and activity consoli-
dates, growth rate is likely
to slow down from 8.4 per
cent in Q2 to 6.6 per cent in
Q3, it said, adding there
scope for a steady farm sec-
tor growth, even though
there are clear signs of
weakness in rural con-

sumption. According to the
report, the country's eco-
nomic growth was driven
more by services, rather
than manufacturing.
Growth has been slower in
mining, construction and
manufacturing, partly on
account of supply-chain
disruptions, especially for
the auto sector, it said.

While supply shortages
and the high-base effect
weigh on manufacturing,
services output can grow at
a faster clip. One clear sign
of recovery is the resilient
fuel demand, and trade vol-
umes hitting new record
highs. Moreover, there is
also a clear jump in mobili-
ty levels, as tourism activi-
ty, air traffic, railway
freight, and mobility data
all show a return to near
pre-pandemic trends.

Credit growth has also
continued to pick up, and
corporate profitability re-
mains strong.

Barclays pegs India’s Q3 GDP growth at 6.6%

New Delhi, Feb 22 (PTI):

India will have 1 billion
smartphone users by 2026
with rural areas driving
the sale of internet-en-
abled phones, a Deloitte
study said on Tuesday.

India had 1.2 billion
mobile subscribers in
2021, of which about 750
million are smartphone
users. It is poised to be
the second-largest smart-
phone manufacturer in
the next five years.

"The smartphone mar-
ket is expected to reach 1
billion smartphone users
by 2026," according to
Deloitte's 2022 Global

TMT (Technology, Media
and Entertainment,
Telecom) predictions.

This growth is likely to
be propelled by the rural
sector at a compound an-
nual growth rate (CAGR)
of 6 per cent, compared
with the urban sector
growing at a CAGR of 2.5

per cent from 2021 to 2026.
"Higher internet adop-

tion is expected to fuel de-
mand for smartphones;
this increased demand
will be propelled by the
need to adopt fintech, e-
health, and e-learning," it
said.

Internet-enabled de-
vices in the rural market
will also get a push with
the government's plan to
fiberize all villages by
2025 under the BharatNet
programme.

Deloitte said 95 per cent
replacements in the
urban market in 2026 will
be toward new smart-
phones, while only 5 per
cent will be toward pre-
owned phones compared
with 75 per cent and 25
per cent, respectively, in
2021.

India to have 1 billion
smartphone users by 2026

Supply is likely 
to be constrained
in near term

Mumbai, Feb 22 (PTI):

The RBI on Tuesday said
Gurugram-registered 'sRide
Tech Private Limited' is oper-
ating a pre-paid instrument
(wallet) through its car-pool-
ing app 'sRide' without obtain-
ing the required permissions,
as it cautioned the public
against using applications
issued by unauthorised enti-
ties.
As such, any person dealing
with sRide Tech Private
Limited, will be doing so at
their own risk, the central
bank said in a statement.
RBI said sRide Tech Private
Limited is operating a semi-
closed (non-closed) pre-paid
instrument (wallet) through its
car-pooling app 'sRide' with-
out obtaining the required
authorisation from RBI under
the provisions of the Payment

and Settlement Systems Act,
2007.
The RBI urged people to exer-
cise utmost caution while
using such application/s, deal-
ing with and before parting
with their money to any such
unauthorised entity.
"In their own interest, mem-
bers of public should verify
and satisfy themselves that
the application used or the
entity they are dealing with is
authorised to carry out the
activity it performs or assures
to perform," it said.

Caution against prepaid
payment instruments by

unauthorised entities

New Delhi, Feb 22 (PTI):
Leasing of industrial and logis-
tics spaces rose 39 per cent in
2021 to 28 million square feet
across eight major cities on
better demand from third-
party logistics firms and e-
commerce firms, according to
property consultant CBRE.
In its report, CBRE highlighted
that the leasing activity grew
about 39 per cent y-o-y (year-
on-year) to cross 28 million
square feet in 2021 from 20
million square feet in 2020.
Bengaluru and Delhi-NCR
dominated the leasing activity,
accounting for about 44 per
cent of the overall space take-
up. The 3PL (third-party logis-
tics) players drove the leasing
activity with a share of 41 per
cent, followed by occupiers
from e-commerce (18 per
cent), retail (11 per cent) and
engineering & manufacturing
(11 per cent) sectors.

Industrial, 
logistics space

leasing jumps 39%

Mumbai, Feb 22: 

Jaslok Hospital and Research
Centre, a leading multi-spe-
cialty hospital in Mumbai, is
the pioneer of Kidney and
Liver transplant in western
India. A recent study helmed
by Dr Madan Bahadur,
Director, Department of
Nephrology and Kidney
Transplantation, highlights a
first-in-the-world medical
report, that discovered life
threatening side effects with
certain antivirals, in patients
with a genetic defect, preva-
lent in a subgroup of Indian
transplant patients.
Valganciclovir is commonly
given after kidney transplant
to prevent viral infection.
Patients with NUDT15
enzyme deficiency develop
severely low blood counts
after valganciclovir, making
them prone to life threaten-
ing infections as per Dr
AshayShingare, Consultant
Nephrologist at Jaslok

Hospital. A genetic test
revealed NUDT15 deficiency
in one recent kidney trans-
plant recipient and after
stopping valganciclovir, his
blood counts improved and
infection resolved. This first
case report of association
between valganciclovir and
genetic variation has been
published in the prestigious
transplant journal ‘Transplant
Infectious Disease’. This
genetic association report
was also life-saving in case of
34-year-old Mahima Ralli,
who was admitted to ICU in
January 2022 with urinary
tract infection after kidney
transplant. 
In 2002, Mahima was detect-
ed to have kidney disease fol-
lowed by hemodialysis in
2004. She was admitted in
ICU at Jaslok Hospital after
witnessing severe rise in her
blood pressure that could not
be controlled, despite 7 BP
medications and removal of
both her diseased kidneys. 

Medical interventions in Kidney transplant
case done at Jaslok Hospital



Actress Sharvari has just
started taking Kathak

lessons and she credits her
on-screen icon and 'twinkle
toes' Madhuri Dixit for
inspiring her to learn the
dance form.
Sharvari, who made her big
screen debut with 'Bunty
Aur Babli 2', says, "I've
always been in awe of
Madhuri Dixit ji, she's been

a huge inspiration for
me always wanting

to learn kathak.
Unfortunately,

I started
just
recently
after so

many years
of wanting to

learn kathak. "
She added: 'But

every time I would
see Ma'am's songs or

even snippets on Instagram
or dance shows, I would
google kathak teachers to
start learning. She's been
my idol and I hope I get to
dance next to her someday!
It would be an honour."
Madhuri and Sharvari hail
from Maharashtra, and
Sharvari has always been a
fan of the superstar who
ruled the silver screen in
the late 1980s and all of
1990s. Sharvari says, "I
think as an actor you keep
playing so many different
roles that at the end of the
day you don't know whats
going to come to help. But,
of course, learning a differ-
ent dance form will never
go out of hand. It will bring
grace; it brings rhythm in
your body."
She adds, "For me, Kathak
actually stems from my love
for Madhuri Dixit.
Somewhere I want to learn
it because I've seen her
perform so well! So, it is
something I am just trying
to do because I love her so
much and from that I am
trying to pick it up and
learn it on my own."

ACROSS
1. Garret
6. Matured
10. Flagmaker Betsy ____
14. Musical instrument
15. Locality
16. Apiece
17. Roberts and Clapton
18. Speak wildly
19. Words of comprehension (2 wds.)
20. Kinship
22. Diesel ____

24. Bother
26. Beginning
27. Student doctor
31. Mortgage
33. Chicken noodle, e.g.
34. Firebug
39. Indulgent
43. Perfume
44. Like some can openers
46. Amtrak terminals (abbr.)
47. Healthy
48. Witty reply

50. Doctrine
54. Test
56. Away from the coast
58. Sideways
63. Afternoon affairs
64. Vocal
66. Reef material
67. Sour in taste
68. Aggravate
69. Hiking path
70. Bullring shouts
71. Velvety growth
72. Mails

DOWN
1. Copier
2. Become weary
3. Kite feature
4. Peruvian Indian
5. Fellow leading actor
6. Baseball great Hank ____
7. Breakfast food
8. Twilight, to a poet
9. Palm fruit
10. Royal rule
11. Fertile desert spot
12. Locale
13. Bed linen
21. Wayside hotel
23. Forbidden items (hyph.)
25. Time past
27. Emerald ____
28. Yule song
29. Song
30. Long, narrative poem

32. Mule's kin
35. Cozy abode
36. Get ____ trouble
37. Blemish
38. Big quiz
40. Revolutionary ____ Allen
41. Gun org.
42. Slant
45. Breakfast foods
48. Cleaning cloth
49. Votes in
50. Duplicate
51. Shaquille ____
52. Blinding light
53. Sail supports
55. Does nothing
57. College residence
59. Dressed in
60. Mideast nation
61. Remarked
62. House additions
65. Spanish waterway
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Today, you will battle clutter! You clean
up and organise, and actually find the
process therapeutic. You will also solve
problems in a jiffy. There are decisions
to be made, and Ganesha suggests that
you research carefully before you make
up your mind.

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18
You will be able to come up trumps against
the competition today. You should be wary
of hidden enemies, for they might be
involved in slandering you. It is best to
reach out to others and make friends
before they take it upon themselves to hin-
der your progress.

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20
You may take a holiday today to be with
your family, and perhaps go to meet your
relatives who live nearby. It will make
your kith and kin very happy. They will be
surprised and Ganesha gives you the
thumbs-up.

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20
The planets are not well disposed towards
you today, fears Ganesha. There are strong
chances of crossing swords with someone,
getting into a serious personality clash.
Not good is come out of it. You may simply
end in alienating those who are otherwise
well disposed towards you.

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

Today, your enthusiasm for sports and
outdoor activities is palpable. According
to you, variety is the spice of life. You will
keep on jumping from one venture to
another. You will establish a good rapport
with your bosses and colleagues. It's
time to taste success in your immediate
and interim objectives.

Gemini: May 22 – June 21
Today, your love for your partner will reach
the point of obsession. Before you realise
it, you will uncharacteristically go out of
your way to impress the love of your life. It
will be as if you are under a spell. So unless
someone shakes you out of your stupor,
you may end up doing something that you
may live to regret for the rest of your life.

Cancer: June 22 – July 22
Forget the weather. Today, the only thing
shining bright are your chances of spend-
ing some quality time with your near and
dear ones. Going along these lines,
Ganesha wonders how long has it been
since you last did the same. So, make the
most of this lucky day. 

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23
A candid conversation with your beloved is
on the radar today. Labour to complete
tasks you've been putting off for a while,
says Ganesha. A trip to a sacred place is
also blinking. But be advised, and weigh
your options before making a choice.

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

You’re likely to be feeling the tug of distant
lands, Libra. Today you could stop at the
travel agent’s office, the one you've walked
by countless times, and stare at the pic-
tures. Thailand, Hong Kong, and New
Zealand are just a few of the places you'd
like to see.

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23
Endless ambitions and limitless energy – a
day tailored to perfection, forecasts
Ganesha. On the career front, you will be
looking for some challenging activities.
You will have more than enough vigour to
tackle anything that work or academics
can throw at you. You will socialise later in
the day by attending parties or hosting din-
ner for friends.

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22
A nice, easy and pleasant day is on the
cards. Your professional approach will
bring you much appreciation, especially in
the way you handle complicated problems.
The way you balance people's opinions will
help you make many friends.

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21
Don't be surprised if you get unexpected
success in your financial dealings, it's all
on the cards! You will be pliant, more than
the usual, and will be sensitive to and
understanding of others' problems, says
Ganesha. For those pursuing studies, aca-
demic growth is certain.

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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Sharvari: Hope
I get to dance next

to Madhuri Dixit
someday 

This weekend enter-
tainment will be
served with a dash

of inspiration and the
fiery flair of Kangana
Ranaut. &pictures brings
to you her flawless per-
formance in Thalaivii, as
she impeccably pulls off
the Himmat and daring at-
titude of one of the most
iconic and strong female
leaders of our country,
Jayalalithaa. Thalaivii is a
complete rollercoaster
ride with challenges and
thrilling wins of a fearless
personality, on her path to
head on facing her adver-
saries and becoming coun-
try’s beloved Amma. Don’t
forget to catch a tale of per-
severance and determina-
tion on your TV screen
with &pictures premiere
of Thalaivii on 27th
February, at 8pm. A direc-
torial marvel by A. L.
Vijay, ‘Thalaivii’ brought

out significant aspects of
Jayalalithaa’s life.
Returning to the screen
after a long time,
Bhagyashree steps in as
her mother, a guiding
torch, to Jayalalithaa,
along with the talented
artists such as Arvind
Swamy and Raj Arjun in
pivotal roles. Talking
about her role, Kangana
Ranaut said, “Jaya Amma

lived her life beyond the
usual box of reality, and I
really hope to imbibe some
of her qualities in my own
life. Some characters com-
pel you to take on the chal-
lenge and playing this one
was one of them. When I
take up roles, I make sure I
give my all, I surrender
myself to it and let it take
the lead. For Thalaivii, I
have worked the hardest to

do justice to the legendary
woman that she was. For a
dance that had minimum
screen time, I put months
into owning the dance
form like her. Retaining
the determination and
persistence derived while
working on this film, I'm
really keen for the &pic-
tures premiere of
Thalaivii and live it all
once again.”

Witness the uprising journey of ‘Thalaivii’ 

Bollywood's action
hero John
Abraham has

joined hands with pro-
ducer Dinesh Vijan for
the first time for an up-
coming action thriller
christened 'Tehran'. It is
slated to release on
January 26, 2023.

Vijan's banner
Maddock Films on
Tuesday afternoon an-
nounced its next - the ac-
tion-thriller 'Tehran'
starring John, directed
by Arun Gopalan and
written by Ritesh Shah

and Ashish Prakash
Verma.The film is in-
spired by true events.

The movie is slated to
have a Republic Day re-
lease next year January
26, 2023. A Maddock
Films production in asso-
ciation with Bake my
Cake films, the film is
produced by Dinesh
Vijan, Shobhna Yadav
and Sandeep Leyzell.
Vijan's Maddock Films
has delivered some mem-
orable hits such as
'Badlapur', 'Stree', 'Bala'
and 'Mimi'.

John Abraham
to star in action
thriller ‘Tehran’

Director Amal Neerad's
much-awaited Malayalam

action entertainer 'Bheeshma
Parvam', featuring superstar
Mammootty in the lead, is like-
ly to hit screens on March 3.
Sources in the industry say that
the film has been censored
with a U/A certificate and that
the film has a run time of 144
minutes. The film, written by

Amal Neerad and Devadath
Shaji, has music by Sushin
Shyam and cinematography by
Anend C Chandran.
Mammootty plays a character
called Michael in this revenge
drama that has triggered huge
expectations ever since it was
announced.
Apart from Mammootty, the
film will also feature Anasuya

Bhardwaj, Tabu, Soubin Shahir,
Nadia, Veena Nandakumar and
Dileesh Pothan in important
roles. Recently, the unit of the
film released a new poster of
Mammootty from the film.
Mammootty's son, Dulquer
Salmaan shared the new poster
on his Insta timeline with the
tags, 'Make way for the king',
'Gonna be monumental'.

Mammootty’s ‘Bheeshma
Parvam’ to release on March 3

Sony Entertainment
Television’s slice of life

drama, ‘Kaamnaa, jahan hoga
khwaahishon aur usoolon ka
aamna saamna has struck a
chord with the viewers with its
story that sheds light on the
clash between principles and
desires through the journey of
a middle class couple. The on-
going track focuses on how the
strained relationship between
Manav and Akanksha has
affected their child Yatharth,
who is trying to cope up with
the difficult situation that aris-
es after his mother decided to
move out.  While these tough
times makes the father-son
bond stronger, little Yatharth
also starts taking up responsi-
bilities by being his father’s
strength and support. Actor
Abhishek Rawat who is also a
doting father in real life, talks
about the current track and
shares his views on parenting,
“Children today are really
mature, as they pick up and

understand things really quick-
ly. Even when it comes to cer-
tain problems they are able to
understand the situation really
well and deal with it in their
own manner."  Tune in to
‘Kaamnaa, jahan hoga
khwaahishon aur usoolon ka
Aamna Saamna every Monday
to Friday at 8:30 PM only on
Sony Entertainment Television.

‘Children these days
are really smart’
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Deepti, Richa, Meghana make gains
in ICC ODI women’s rankings

Dubai: India's Deepti
Sharma gained two
spots to be at 18th
while compatriot
Richa Ghosh rose 15
places to occupy 54th
position in the latest
women's ODI batter
rankings on Tuesday.
India skipper Mithali
Raj, who struck half
centuries in the first
and second ODIs
against New Zealand,
maintained her second
spot. Though India have had a disappointing showing so
far in the series against New Zealand, there were a few
positives that were reflected in the rankings. Deepti's un-
beaten 69-run knock in the third ODI saw her gain two
places to be at No.18 in the batters' rankings while her
four-for in the second ODI helped her climb six spots to
No.13 in the bowlers' list. She also held on to her fourth
position among the all-rounders. Young wicketkeeper
Richa also rose 15 spots to No.54, courtesy her innings of
65 that helped India post a big total in the second ODI.

Former world medallist Sarjubala set
for pro debut on Feb 26

New Delhi: Former world championships silver-
medallist Sarjubala Devi is all set to make her debut
in the professional circuit on February 26, when she
will take on Tanzania's Kayage Lulu Gaithabi in a
51kg category showdown in Dubai. The diminutive
former youth world champion is registered with the
Indian Boxing Council. The 31-year-old Kayage has
seven wins against six losses in her professional ca-
reer. "I have been training really well. Although it is
the same sport, there is a lot of difference in amateur
and professional boxing. I used to box three rounds
earlier, now it is going to be six rounds, so I am
preparing myself for it," the Manipuri pugilist, who
was also a multiple-time national medallist during
her amateur days, said in a statement.

Queenstown, Feb 22 (PTI):

The Indian women's
cricket team's horror tour
of New Zealand continued
as the White Ferns demol-
ished the visitors by 63
runs in a rain-curtailed
fourth WODI on Tuesday
to inch towards a clean
sweep in the five-match se-
ries here.

The game became a glo-
rified 'T20' due to rain as
Amelia Kerr stole the
show with a 33-ball-68
which took New Zealand
to 191 for 5.

Amelia, one half of the
famous Kerr sisters, then
mopped up the tail with 3
for 30 as India managed
only 128 before being all-
out in 17.5 overs.

Teenager Richa Ghosh's
counter-attacking 52 off 29
balls was the only silver
lining in an otherwise dis-
astrous performance
which has now led to five
defeats on this tour includ-
ing the one-off T20.

The bowling perform-
ance of the Indians
seemed to have nose-dived
with each passing game
and it was the worst on
Tuesday where only
Rajeshwari Gayakwad (4-
0-26-1) looked the part.

Meghna Singh (1/45 in 4
overs) and Deepti Sharma
(1/49 in 4 overs) were two
bowlers taken to the clean-
ers by Amelia who had 11
fours and a six in her kitty.

New Zealand started on
a rousing note with a 53-
run opening stand be-
tween Sophie Devine (32 of
24 balls) and Suzie Bates
(41 off 26 balls).

Once the platform was
laid, Amelia and Amy

Satterthwaite (32 off 16
balls) literally pummelled
the Indian bowling.

A chase of
192 was al-
ways going to
be a tough ask
even though

the out of form
Harmanpreet
Kaur was
dropped from
the playing

eleven.

4th WODI: New Zealand
crush India by 63 runs

QQuueeeennssttoowwnn:: India captain
Mithali Raj was frank in her
admission that team's bowl-
ing is a huge concern going
into the ICC Women's World
Cup after the side's 63-run
defeat in the fourth WODI
against New Zealand on
Tuesday. India are now 0-4
down in the five-match
series and Mithali's bowl-
ing attack has failed to
defend 270 and 279 in the
second and third games.
The team also failed to
chase 276 in the opening

game and a mammoth 192
in 20 overs in the fourth
game. "Definitely have been
trying a few combinations
with the seam and spin
attack. Bowling attack is a
concern going into the
World Cup," Mithali said at
post-match presentation
ceremony. Mithali conceded
that bowlers have not been

consistent in their lines
and lengths throughout

the tour. "We are adapting
to the conditions and to the
open ground and the
breeze. We have not been
very consistent in our bowl-
ing spells. 

Bowling attack is
concern going into
World Cup: Mithali

New Zealand’s Amelia
Kerr grabbed figures 

of 3 for 30 

Dubai, Feb 22 (AP):

Novak Djokovic won his
first match of the year
when he beat Lorenzo
Musetti 6-3, 6-3 to open the
Dubai Championships
here.

Djokovic couldn't defend
his Australian Open title
last month because he was
deported from the country
for being unvaccinated.

The United Arab
Emirates allowed him
entry, and Djokovic cashed
in at a tournament he's
won five times.

Musetti took two sets off
Djokovic at the French
Open last year but, on a
breezy Dubai evening, the
Italian wild card couldn't
convert bags of break
chances while trailing 3-1
in the first set and 4-2 in
the second on Monday.

I have to be satisfied

with my tennis, especially
after not playing for two
and a half, three months,
Djokovic said on court.

"Of course, there were
moments when I played
great, there were moments
when I made a couple of
unforced errors in a row
uncharacteristically. But
it's normal to expect that

(in my) first match after a
while. He next faces Karen
Khachanov or Alex de
Minaur.

Andy Murray won his
first match in Dubai since
his title run in 2017. He
beat Australian qualifier
Christopher O'Connell 6-7
(4), 6-3, 7-5 after nearly
three hours.

Djokovic wins his first
match of 2022 in Dubai

Chennai, Feb 22 (PTI):
It was a hobby acquired from
his sister but R
Praggnanandhaa made chess
his life's calling pretty early on,
picking up the nuances of the
game at an age when most kids
are classified as toddlers.
All of 3 when he took to the
sport after his elder sister
Vaishali was introduced to it to
wean her away from watching
too many cartoon shows on TV,
the currently 16
Praggnanandhaa is now the
next big thing in Indian chess.
Touted as the one for the future
when he became an
International Master at the ten-
der age of 10 years and nine
months in 2016, Praggu, as he is
fondly called by his friends and
coaches, has made giant strides
and on Sunday he notched up
the biggest win of his career by
upstaging world number one
Magnus Carlsen.
It was a special feat considering
that he is only the third Indian
after the great Viswanathan
Anand and P Harikrishna to
best the Norwegian superstar,
who is the reigning world cham-
pion. For Praggnanandhaa, the
journey began when life is a bit
of a blur for most youngsters.
His polio-afflicted bank employ-

ee father Rameshbabu and
mother Nagalakshmi were wor-
ried that Vaishali was spending
too much time in front of the
TV. The intent behind introduc-
ing her to chess was to wean
her away from her favourite
cartoon shows. Who would have
known that it would end up
inspiring a wizard of the sport
at home as Praggnanandhaa's
interest in Vaishali's new hobby
became his life's calling. "We
had introduced Vaishali to chess
so as to cut down on her TV
viewing habits as a child. As it
happened, the two children
liked the game and decided to
pursue it," Rameshbabu
recalled. "We are happy the two
were able to make it big in the
sport. More importantly, we are

delighted that they are enjoying
themselves by playing the
sport," he said.
Nagalakshmi is the one who
accompanies the two to tourna-
ments and he follows their
games from home. "Credit goes
to my wife, who accompanies
them to tournaments and is
very supportive. She takes
great care of the two," he said
acknowledging the role of their
mother in their rise. The 19-
year-old Vaishali, who is a
Woman GM, said her interest in
chess intensified after she won
a tournament and soon her little
brother too took a liking to the
sport. 
"I used to watch a lot of car-
toons when I was six years or
so. My parents wanted to wean

me away from being glued to
the television set and enrolled
me in chess and drawing class-
es," she remembered.
Praggnanandhaa charted his
own path and in 2018, the
Chennai-lad earned the coveted
Grandmaster title, making him
the country's youngest to
achieve the feat and the world's
second youngest at that time.
Overall, he is the fifth youngest
GM of all time. It was hardly a
surprise then that India's chess
elite, Anand himself, took him
under his wings.
Ever since becoming a GM,
Praggnanandhaa's rise was
steady before the COVID-19
pandemic struck as tourna-
ments took a backseat and put
a halt to his progress.
His coach R B Ramesh, a GM
himself, felt the long break in
tournaments probably impacted
his confidence slightly but the
victory over Carlsen in the
ongoing Airthings Masters
online event, would do his self-
belief a world of good.
That Praggnanandhaa managed
to do well in the recent Tata
Steel Masters event in Wijk Aan
Zee in the Netherlands despite
missing his coach (Ramesh),
who was down with coron-
avirus, is also a good indicator
of his mental strength.

How sister’s hobby shaped young
chess wizard Praggnanandhaa’s life

Melbourne, Feb 22 (PTI):

Australia's star players,
including David Warner,
Josh Hazelwood and Pat
Cummins, will miss the
start of the IPL despite
skipping the limited overs
series against Pakistan,
which is set to coincide
with the lucrative T20
league.

Though the BCCI hasn't
officially announced the
dates of IPL-15, the league
is expected to begin in the
last week of March.

Warner, Hazelwood and
Cummins are part of the
Test squad for the series in
Pakistan, starting March

4-25, but will be skipping
the limited overs assign-
ment, beginning March 29.

However, they won't be
able to link up with their
IPL teams before April 5 as
Australia's selection com-
mittee chief George Bailey

made it clear on Tuesday
that centrally contracted
players who are not part of
the limited-overs matches
against Pakistan will not
be available for the league
until the bilateral series
ends.

Acapulco, Feb 22 (AP):

Stefan Kozlov overcame
leg cramps and upset
Grigor Dimitrov 7-6 (8), 5-7,
6-2 to move into a second-
round match against
Rafael Nadal at the
Mexican Open.

The No. 130-ranked
Kozlov got a spot in main
draw as lucky loser after
Maxime Cressy withdrew
because of injury.

Kozlov struggled with
cramps in his right leg at
the end of the second set,
but continued to play and
Dimitrov failed to take ad-
vantage in the match that
lasted a tournament
record 3 hours and 21 min-
utes.

Nadal, who won the

Australian Open last
month, is one of four Top 5
players in the draw at

Acapulco alongside
Australian Open runner-
up Daniil Medvedev, de-

fending champion
Alexander Zverev and
fourth-seeded Stefanos
Tsitsipas.

The Mexican Open is an
ATP 500 tournament.
Since that category started
in 2009, only Dubai in 2012
and Beijing in 2013 have
featured four of the Top 5
players in the world.

The time it took for
Kozlov's win broke a tour-
nament record set in a
match earlier Monday,
when John Isner outlasted
Fernando Verdasco 7-5, 6-7
(4), 7-6 (3) in 3 hours, 13
minutes.

Isner, a semifinalist in
Acapulco in 2019 and 2020,
will next play either
Cameron Norrie and
Daniel Altmaier.

Warner, Hazlewood,
Cummins to miss start of IPL

Kozlov upsets Dimitrov, next faces Nadal at Mexican Open

US Stefan Kozlov hits a return against Bulgary's Grigor Dimitrov
(out of frame) during the Mexico ATP Open 500 men's round of 32
singles tennis match at the Arena GNP, in Acapulco, Mexico.
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Devotees cover Holy river Yamuna with sarees during Chunari Manorath festival, in Mathura, Tuesday.

CHUNARI MANORATH FEST
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Ballia (UP), Feb 22 (PTI): 

Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh on Tuesday
accused opposition parties
of misleading people over
the border issue with
China, saying politics
should be kept aside on the
matter of security and the
unity and integrity of the
country.

He said on this issue all
political parties should
forget differences and
come together. Addressing
an election meeting at
Banshi Bazar in the
Sikanderpur area here, he
said, “The opposition par-
ties are misleading the
country regarding the

China dispute.” He said an
attempt was made to mis-
lead the country on the
issue of Galwan Valley.
“The bravery and courage
of the soldiers should not
be questioned. This affects
the morale of the army
personnel. Keeping poli-
tics aside on the issue of
security as well as the
unity and integrity of the
country, all political par-
ties should forget all differ-
ences and stand together,”
he said.

Ridiculing Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi,
Rajnath said he should
“read the history of inde-
pendent India”.
“Statements should be
made based on facts,” he
said apparently referring
to a statement made by the
Congress leader in
Parliament. “No matter
what, the head of Mother
India will not be allowed to
lowered,” he said. Rajnath
said he can never forget
the pain caused by Uri and

Pulwama terror attack.
After the Pulwama inci-
dent, India took a decision
in 10 minutes and carried
out a surgical strike, he
said. “Through this, India
has given a message to the
world that India is no
longer a weak India and it
can hit across the border,”
he added. Singh also ac-
cused the Congress, SP
and the BSP of doing poli-
tics of hatred. The
Congress started the poli-
tics of hatred and the SP
carried it forward, he al-
leged. He said, “We do not
do politics of hatred nor
do we discriminate on the
basis of caste. e believe in
Vasudhaiv Kutumbakam.
We are one who feed milk
to a black snake on
Nagpanchami. Our policy
is clear—justice to all, but
appeasement to no one”.

The BJP leader said in
the past 75 years, political
parties made a lot of
promises to people but
never kept them. “If they

were fulfilled even partial-
ly, India would have been
the richest country in the
world today. Due to this,
trust in politics and lead-
ers has been lost today and
the crisis of credibility
has deepened. Politics has
lost its meaning,” he said.

Rajnath said Jana
Sangh founder Dr Syama
Prasad Mookerjee had
promised to abolish
Article 370 in 1951 and the
Narendra Modi-led Union
government fulfilled the
promise.

The BJP had promised
to build a grand Ram tem-
ple in 1984 and the Modi
government has also ac-
complished this, Rajnath
said. “Kashi Vishwanath
temple was given a grand
look. Roads have been con-
structed for four dhams.
Not only do we build tem-
ples, we also build temples
of democracy. A grand
Parliament is being con-
structed in New Delhi,” he
added.

‘Oppn misleads people over 
border dispute with China’

Rajnath Singh

Bengaluru, Feb 22
(PTI): The
Karnataka govern-
ment on Tuesday
told the High Court
that there is no re-
striction on wearing
Hijab in India with
reasonable restric-
tions subject to insti-
tutional discipline
and dismissed the

charge that denial to wear
the headscarf was a viola-
tion of Article 15 of the
Constitution, which pro-
hibits discrimination of
every sort. Countering the
petitioner Muslim girls
from Udupi district, who
challenged the restriction
on Hijab inside the educa-
tional institutions,
Karnataka Advocate
General Prabhuling
Navadgi said the right to
wear the headscarf falls

under the category of
19(1)(A) and not Article 25
as has been argued by the
petitioners. “The right to
wear Hijab falls under
Article 19(1)(A) and not
Article 25. If one wishes to
wear Hijab, then there is
no restriction ‘subject to
the institutional disci-
pline’. The rights claimed
under Article 19(1)(A) is
related to Article 19(2)
where the government
places a reasonable re-
striction subjected to insti-
tutional restriction,”
Navadgi told the full bench
of the Karnataka High
Court. The full bench of
Chief Justice Ritu Raj
Awasthi, Justice J M
Khazi and Justice Krishna
M Dixit is hearing a batch
of petitions seeking per-
mission to wear Hijab in-
side the classroom.

Navadgi further said the
institutional restriction in
the present case is only in-
side the educational insti-
tutions and not anywhere
else. Arguing further, he
said the independent
claim of 19(1)(A) cannot go
together with Article 25.

“The consequence of
the demand to declare
Hijab as an essential reli-
gious practice is huge be-
cause there is an element
of compulsion or else you
will be expelled from the
community,” Navadgi told
the court. Article 19(1)(A)
is related to the freedom of
expression of the Indian
constitution. Article 19(2)
says that nothing in sub
clause (a) of clause ( 1 )
shall affect the operation
of any existing law, or pre-
vent the State from mak-
ing any law, in so far as

such law imposes reason-
able restrictions on the ex-
ercise of the right con-
ferred by the said sub
clause in the interests of
the sovereignty and in-
tegrity of India, the secu-
rity of the State, friendly
relations with foreign
States, public order, decen-
cy or morality or in rela-
tion to contempt of court,
defamation or incitement
to an offence. Article 25
deals with freedom of con-
science and free profes-
sion, practice and propa-
gation of religion and says
that subject to public
order, morality and health
and to the other provisions
of this part, all persons
are equally entitled to free-
dom of conscience and the
right freely to profess,
practise and propagate re-
ligion. Further, the AG dis-

missed the charge that de-
nial to wear Hijab was a vi-
olation of Article 15 of the
Constitution, which pro-
hibits discrimination of
every sort. “There is no
discrimination whatsoev-
er, as has been claimed in-
voking under Article 15.
These are bland allega-
tions,” Navadgi argued.

Article 15 prohibits dis-
crimination on grounds of
religion, race, caste, sex or
place of birth. Stating that
dignity of women is para-
mount, Navadgi winded
up his argument quoting
the famous number from
1967 Hindi movie
‘Hamraaz’ — ‘Na Munh
Chhupa Ke Jiyo, Na Sar
Jhuka Ke Jiyo. Ghamo Ka
Daur Bhi Aye To Muskara
Ke jiyo.’ (Neither live hid-
ing your face, nor bow
down.

‘Right to wear hijab does not fall under Article 25 of Constitution’
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NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  FFeebb  2222  ((PPTTII))::  

Unmanned barricades on
roads serve no purpose and
cause harassment to public,
the Delhi High Court said on
Tuesday and asked Delhi Police
to submit the protocol followed
by it for placing barricades in
the city. The high court took
suo motu cognisance of a letter
written to the Prime Minister
which was in turn sent to the
Delhi High Court for taking
action against placement of
unmanned barricades on sev-
eral roads in south Delhi area.
The issue raised by Om
Prakash Goel (who wrote the
letter) requires consideration
since these unmanned barri-
cades on roads prima facie
serve no purpose and indeed

cause inconvenience and
harassment to public at large.
Such barricades also have been
used to set up kiosks and for
parking vehicles, said a bench
of Justices Vipin Sanghi and
Jasmeet Singh. The court
issued notices to the
Commissioner of Delhi Police,
Delhi government, the Centre,
through the Ministry of Home
Affairs, and South Delhi
Municipal Corporation through
its Commissioner and listed
the matter for further hearing
on April 13. The respondents
(authorities) shall file their
respective status reports
before the next date of hear-
ing. Delhi Police shall place on
record the protocol that they
follow in relation to setting up
of barricades in the city, if any,

the bench said. A PIL was reg-
istered by the court while tak-
ing cognisance of the
December 10, 2021 letter by
Goel, who claims to be the
President of Delhi Pradeshik
Aggarwal Sammelan, to the
Prime Minister which has in
turn been sent to the court.

He raised grievances relat-
ing to setting up of unmanned
barricades in Kalkaji and CR
Park police station areas in
south Delhi and circulated sev-
eral media reports on the issue.

His grievance is that these
barricades serve no purpose
and lead to blockades of free
flow of traffic, causing misery
and harassment to vehicle
owners and general public and
leading to long traffic jams and
hold ups.

Unmanned barricades on roads
cause harassment to public’

HC asks police to submit protocol

Polling officers arrive with EVMs and other election materials a day before the fourth phase of Uttar Pradesh
Assembly elections at a distribution centre, in Lucknow, Tuesday.

POLL PREPARATIONS

RRaaee  BBaarreellii,,  FFeebb  2222  ((PPTTII))::

A landmark for drivers, a
centre of faith and the first pit
stop for politicians, the
Churuva Hanuman Mandir on
the busy Lucknow-RaeBareli
national highway is a must-
visit spot for many.

Located a few hundred
metres from the toll plaza, this
90-year-old temple dedicated
to Lord Hanuman has been the
pit stop for a number of promi-
nent political leaders, be it
Indira Gandhi or present
Defence minister Rajnath
Singh, who bow before the
deity before moving further.
“The temple is located in
Churuva village of RaeBareli
district, from where it has
derived its name. The temple
was built by my grandfather

Mahadev Prasad Awasthi after
he saw Lord Hanuman in his
dreams. “The bond between
the God and his devotees only
grew stronger with every pass-
ing day, and today people from
different walks of life visit the
temple, and pay their obei-
sance,” Chandramani Awasthi,
a priest at the Churuva
Hanuman Mandir, told PTI. Be
it the leaders of various politi-
cal leaders, judges, cricketers,
many seek benevolence of
Lord Hanuman, Awasthi said.
The priest said veteran BJP
leaders such as Kalraj Mishra
and Rajnath Singh have visited
this place a number of times.
“Since the days of Indira
Gandhi, her family members
too have been visiting this
place. Both Rajiv Gandhi and
Sonia Gandhi have visited the

temple,” he said. At present,
there are three priests (includ-
ing Awasthi), who carry out
the day-to-day work of the
temple. In the summer month
of ‘Jyestha’ (as per the Hindu
calendar), a mela is organised,
and a large number of devo-
tees throng the temple during
May-June. Like in the past, the
ongoing UP poll battle is see-
ing a string of politicians rush-
ing to the ‘lucky’ temple.
People come here with their
wishes, and come back again
to say thanks to the Lord after
their wishes are fulfilled,
Awasthi said. “Now, whose
electoral wishes are fulfilled
by Lord Hanuman, and on
whom he will eventually smile,
will be known to one and all
only on March 10,” he said.
Among the recent visitors to

the temple include Samajwadi
Party chief Akhilesh Yadav
who paid obeisance in
December.

SP spokesperson and MLC
Sunil Singh Sajan said, “Party
chief Akhilesh Yadav started
the seventh leg of the
Samajwadi Vijay Yatra in
December after visiting the
Hanuman temple in Churuva in
Bachhrawan assembly con-
stituency, and sought bless-
ings of Lord Hanuman.”

Both Rahul Gandhi and
Priyanka Gandhi never forget
to stop at the temple on their
way to Amethi and RaeBareli.

In January 2018, after
becoming the Congress presi-
dent, Rahul Gandhi had visited
the temple while on his way to
Amethi from Lucknow during a
two-day tour.

CENTRE OF FAITH

Hanuman temple on Lucknow-RaeBareli
highway popular among politicians

New Delhi, Feb 22 (PTI): 

The Supreme Court
Tuesday said it would hear
tomorrow a plea seeking
cancellation of offline
board examinations for
classes 10 and 12 to be con-
ducted by the CBSE and
several other boards this
year.

Without completing the
course, how can examina-
tion be conducted, a bench
headed by Justice A M
Khanwilkar orally ob-
served after the counsel
appearing for the petition-
er said that although the
COVID-19 situation has
improved, classes have not
been completed.

The bench, also com-
prising Justices Dinesh
Maheshwari and C T

Ravikumar, granted liber-
ty to the counsel appear-
ing for the petitioner to
serve the advance copy of
the plea to the standing
counsel for concerned re-
spondents, including the
Central Board of
Secondary Education
(CBSE). We will list it to-
morrow, the bench said.

The plea, filed by ac-
tivist Anubha Shrivastava
Sahai and others, was
mentioned before the apex
court for urgent listing.

The counsel, appearing
for the petitioners, told the
bench that the apex court
had passed orders in 2020
and 2021 regarding class 10
and 12 board exams and
this year also, the same
problem is there.

Last year, there was a

scheme after your lord-
ships intervention. This
year also, we require some
sort of solution otherwise
this is going to drag, he
said, adding that this will
affect further admissions
and future of students will
be in peril. The bench
asked the counsel whether
the examinations have
commenced or are yet to
commence.

The counsel said that ex-
amination of the Madhya
Pradesh board has com-
menced. Even though the
corona situation has im-
proved, the classes have
not completed... Unless the
course is completed, you
should not conduct the ex-
amination. This is going to
delay further. CBSE has
not proposed any scheme,

he said. The bench initial-
ly asked the counsel to
serve advance copy of the
plea to the standing coun-
sel for the CBSE. When the
lawyer said he would try to
serve advance copy of the
petition to all the respon-
dents, the bench granted
liberty to serve the stand-
ing counsel for the con-
cerned respondents.

The plea has sought di-
rections to the CBSE and
other education boards,
which have proposed to
hold board examinations
for classes 10 and 12 in of-
fline mode, to devise alter-
nate modes of assessment.

The CBSE has decided
to conduct term two board
exams for class 10 and
class 12 from April 26. On
Monday, the matter was

mentioned for urgent list-
ing before a bench headed
by Chief Justice N V
Ramana. The counsel had
told the CJI-led bench that
physical examination
should not be conducted
due to the pandemic.

The bench had said that
the matter would be listed
before a bench headed by
Justice Khanwilkar.

On June 17 last year, the
top court had approved the
assessment schemes of
the Council for the Indian
School Certificate
Examinations (CISCE)
and the CBSE, which had
adopted the 30:30:40 formu-
la for evaluation of marks
for students of 12th stan-
dard based on results of
class 10, 11 and 12 respec-
tively.

CANCELLATION OF OFFLINE BOARD EXAMS

SC to hear plea today
New Delhi, Feb 22 (PTI): 

The Supreme Court
Tuesday said the very con-
cept of the offence of
money laundering in the
Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA) is
very wide and any activity
connected with the pro-
ceeds of crime is encom-
passed within the expres-
sion of section 3 of the leg-
islation. Section 3 of the
PMLA says whosoever di-
rectly or indirectly at-
tempts to indulge or know-
ingly assists or knowingly
is a party or is actually in-
volved in any process or
activity connected with
proceeds of crime and pro-
jecting it as untainted
property shall be guilty of
the offence of money laun-

dering. A three-judge
bench headed by Justice A
M Khanwilkar is dealing
with a batch of pleas con-
cerning the interpretation
of certain provisions of
the PMLA. The fact of the
matter is that the very con-
cept of the offence of
money laundering in our
enactment is very broad,
very wide. It is different. It
is not based on one word
or one expression alone,
said the bench, also com-
prising Justices Dinesh
Maheshwari and C T
Ravikumar. So, any activi-
ty connected with the pro-
ceeds of crime is well
taken over, is encom-
passed within this expres-
sion of section 3, the
bench observed. A lawyer,
appearing for one of the

petitioners, told the bench
that section 3 has to be
read down to say that mere
use and possession of pro-
ceeds of crime does not
tantamount to money
laundering. He said there
has to be something more
and there has to be a pro-
jection. Any activity con-
nected with the proceeds
of crime, that may be in-
clusive of use, it may be in-
clusive of concealment, it
may be inclusive of pos-
session, that is how it has
been framed in our enact-
ment, the bench observed.

The counsel argued that
in the legislation, there is
enough tool kit to catch
proceeds of crime and the
PMLA is not proceeds of
crime statute but a money
laundering statute.

‘Very concept of offence of money
laundering in PMLA is very wide’



New Delhi, Feb 22 (PTI): 

India on Tuesday sent the
first shipment of 2,500
tonnes of wheat to
Afghanistan via Pakistani
land route, over four
months after announcing
the humanitarian aid for
the Afghan people.

In a ceremony held in
Amritsar, Foreign Secretary
Harsh Vardhan Shringla
along with Afghan
Ambassador Farid
Mamundzay and World
Food Program Country
Director Bishaw Parajuli
flagged off the first convoy
of 50 trucks carrying the
consignment. India had

sent a proposal to
Islamabad on October 7
seeking a transit facility to

send 50,000 tonnes of wheat
to the people of Afghanistan
via Pakistani soil. It re-

ceived a positive response
on November 24.

Following this, both sides
were in touch to finalise the
modalities for the trans-
portation of the shipment.
"The shipment is part of the
commitment made by the
Government of India to
supply 50,000 metric tonnes
of wheat for the people of
Afghanistan.

The wheat assistance will
be delivered in multiple con-
signments and will be hand-
ed over to the United
Nations World Food
Program (WFP) in
Jalalabad, Afghanistan,"
the Ministry of External
Affairs (MEA) said.

Rescued
RRaanncchhii:: Five girls, who
were allegedly trafficked
from Jharkhand's Gumla
district, were rescued
from Delhi, an official
release said on Tuesday.
On February 9, Integrated
Resource-cum-
Rehabilitation Centre
(IRRC) received a tip-off
on its toll-free number
that girls from Jharkhand
were being trafficked and
brought to Delhi, it said.

20 yrs RI
NNaaggaaoonn:: A court in
Assam's Morigaon dis-
trict has sentenced a man
to 20 years of rigorous
imprisonment after he
was found guilty of
repeatedly raping his
minor sister resulting in
her pregnancy. The court
of Additional Sessions
judge, who also acts as
the special judge under
POCSO Act, handed down
the sentence to the 23-
year-old man on Monday. 

Bail denied
MMuummbbaaii:: A special NDPS
court here on Tuesday
denied interim bail to
actor Armaan Kohli, who
was arrested by the
Narcotics Control Bureau
(NCB) for alleged posses-
sion and consumption of
drugs. The actor's regular
bail pleas have been
rejected both by the spe-
cial court and the
Bombay High court on
previous occasions. Kohli
had recently sought inter-
im bail for 14 days to visit
his ailing parents. 

Mishap
KKoottddwwaarr:: Three teachers
were killed and two
injured on Tuesday when
their car fell into a deep
gorge in Uttarakhand's
Pauri district. The dead
included two women,
Kotdwar Circle Officer
Ganesh Lal Kohli said.
They were going to
Gumkhal from Kotdwar
when the accident took
place, he said. 
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A honey bee visits a flower
at Lodhi Gardens, in New

Delhi, Tuesday.
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Surajpur, Feb 22: 

A 55-year-old person
with disability was tram-
pled to death by a wild ele-
phant in  Surajpur dis-
trict, an official said on
Tuesday.

The incident occurred
on Monday evening when
Dhana, a former
sarpanch, and one more
person was returning to
their native Tukudand
from Masga through a
forested patch when their
car broke down, said BS
Bhagat Divisional Forest
Officer (DFO), Surajpur di-
vision.

"They spotted a wild ele-
phant while pushing the
vehicle. The man with
Dhana managed to flee,
but the latter was killed.
Immediate relief of Rs

25,000 has been given to
the kin while the remain-
ing Rs 5.75 lakh will be dis-
bursed post legal formali-
ties," he said.

Surajpur, a neighbour-
ing district of Korba, is lo-
cated over 300 kilometres
from state capital Raipur.

Dehradun, Feb 22 (PTI): 

Fourteen people return-
ing from a wedding were
killed and two others in-
jured when a vehicle fell
into a deep gorge on the
Sukhidhang-Dandaminar
road in Uttarakhand's
Champawat district, police
said on Tuesday.

The accident occurred at
around 10 pm on Monday
but the information
reached the authorities by
around 3 am and rescue
teams were rushed to the
spot, an official at the
Champawat district disas-
ter management office said.
C h a m p a w a t
Superintendent of Police
Devendra Pincha told PTI
that 12 bodies have been re-
covered and efforts to pull
out the remaining two from

the deep and narrow gorge
are underway. The dead in-
cluded five women and two
children.

The injured are being
treated at different hospi-
tals in Tanakpur and
Champawat, the SP said,
adding the recovery of bod-
ies is still underway at the
site. The pickup vehicle was
returning from a wedding
at a Dharamshala in
Tanakpur to Danda Kaknai
village when it met with the
accident, he said. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
announced an ex gratia of
Rs 2 lakh from the Prime
Minister National Relief
Fund for the next of kin of
those killed and 50,000 for
the injured. Chief Minister
Pushkar Singh Dhami has
condoled the loss of lives in
the accident.

Mumbai, Feb 22 (PTI): 

The Bombay High Court
on Tuesday said the
Maharashtra government's
orders of 2021 permitting
only people fully vaccinat-
ed against COVID-19 to
travel in local trains were
"illegal" and brazenly af-
fected the fundamental
rights of citizens.

A division bench of
Chief Justice Dipankar
Datta and Justice M S
Karnik said the three or-
ders signed by the govern-
ment's then chief secretary
Sitaram Kunte were in
clear diversion from the
prescribed procedure
under the Disaster
Management Rules.

"The orders passed by

the former chief secretary
were in clear diversion of
the prescribed procedure.
Due to the illegal orders,
the fundamental rights of
citizens were brazenly af-
fected," the HC said.

On Tuesday, the govern-
ment's counsel, Anil
Anturkar, informed the
court that the three orders
in question (issued on July
15, August 10 and August
11, 2021) stand withdrawn.

"In spirit of the observa-
tions made by the high
court, the three orders are
withdrawn. The state exec-
utive committee would be
holding a meeting on
February 25 following
which fresh directives
would be issued," Anturkar
said. "We may withdraw

the prohibition (on use of
local trains by unvaccinat-
ed people or those who have
taken one dose) or may im-
pose it based on the present
COVID-19 situation. At this
stage, I cannot say anything
further," Anturkar said.

The bench then pointed
out that the number of peo-
ple who tested positive for
coronavirus in Mumbai on
Monday was at the lowest
in 20 months.

"We hope and trust that
the state executive com-
mittee takes an appropri-
ate decision on February
25, keeping in mind the
declining trend of
COVID-19 cases," the HC
said and posted the mat-
ter for further hearing on
February 28.

Rajnandgaon, Feb 22: 

Three persons were ar-
rested after police seized a
leopard skin from their car
in Rajnandgaon district, an
official said on Tuesday.

Acting on a tip-off, the po-
lice on Monday night inter-
cepted a car with five occu-
pants at Rengakhar forest
check post near Mohgaon
village, Rajnandgaon's
Additional Superintendent
of Police Jayprakash Badhai
said.

During a search, the police
seized a leopard skin kept in-
side a luggage trunk in the
car, he said, adding that the
five persons were heading to-
wards Salhewara village to

sell the animal body part.
The police nabbed three of

the accused Ramavatar
Gupta (58), Birendra Kumar
Verma (54), both from neigh-
bouring Durg district, and
Rukdeo Parte (40), hailing
from Balaghat district in
neighbouring Madhya
Pradesh.

The two other car occu-
pants - Tejlal Dhurve (40) and
Ganesh (25) - managed to es-
cape taking advantage of the
darkness. Efforts were on to
nab them, the official said.

A case was registered
against the accused under
provisions of the Wildlife
Protection Act. It was not yet
known from where they got
the animal skin, he added.

New Delhi, Feb 22 (PTI): 

Ruling Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) MP
Varun Gandhi on Tuesday
opposed any privatisation
of banks and railways,
claiming it will render five
lakh people unemployed,
and asserted that a public
welfare government can-
not create inequality.

For the last several
months, the 41-year-old
MP from Uttar Pradesh's
Pilbhit has been express-

ing views on various is-
sues - from farm laws to in-
flation - that are not in line

with the BJP's official
stand.

"The privatisation of
banks and railways alone
will lead to the forced re-
tirement of five lakh em-
ployees, meaning they will
be unemployed.

"With every job lost,
hopes of lakhs of families
end,'' he said on Twitter,
adding a public welfare
government can never
back steps that create eco-
nomic inequality and pro-
mote capitalism.

Chandigarh, Feb 22 (PTI):

Dera Sacha Sauda chief
Gurmeet Ram Rahim Singh
has been given Z-plus securi-
ty cover during his 21-day re-
lease on furlough from a
Haryana jail where he has
been serving a sentence, offi-
cials said on Tuesday. Singh
was given the high-category
security cover after his re-
lease on February 7 due to a
high-level threat to his life
from "pro-Khalistan" ele-
ments, they said.

ESCALATING TENSIONS AI operates flight to Ukraine
to bring back Indians

New Delhi, Feb 22 (PTI): 

Air India on Tuesday
operated a Boeing 787 air-
craft to Ukraine to bring
back Indians amid rising
tensions in the eastern
European country.

The aircraft, which has

more than 250 seats, is ex-
pected to return to the na-
tional capital at around
10.30 pm on Tuesday, ac-
cording to an airline offi-
cial.

The flight AI 1947 took
off from the airport here
at around 7.30 am and

landed at Boryspil
International Airport in
Kyiv at around 3 pm IST
(Indian Standard Time),
according to flight track-
ing websites.

In recent weeks, ten-
sions have been escalat-
ing between Ukraine and
Russia, and on Monday,
Russia recognised the in-
dependence of two sepa-

ratist regions in the east-
ern Ukraine.

On Tuesday, Indian em-
bassy in Kyiv again asked
Indian students to tem-
porarily leave the country
amid the rising tensions.

Air India, on February
19, announced that it
would operate three
flights between India and
Ukraine on February 22,

24 and 26. Meanwhile,
full-service carrier
Vistara's CEO Vinod
Kannan on Tuesday said
it has no plans to operate
flights to Ukraine.

"At this time, we are
not planning flights to
Ukraine because of air-
craft limitations and
other reasons," he told
PTI.
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Vehicle falls into
gorge,14 killed

HC VERDICT 

Allowing only fully vaccinated
people in local trains ‘illegal’

TRAGIC MISHAP

Tusker kills man after his car
breaks down on forest road

The incident occurred on
Monday evening when
Dhana, a former sarpanch,
and one more person was
returning to their native
Tukudand from Masga
through a forested patch
when their car broke down.
They spotted a wild ele-
phant while pushing the
vehicle. The man with
Dhana managed to flee, but
the latter was killed.

About the incident

HUMANITARIAN GESTURE

India sends 2,500 tonnes of wheat to Afghanistan via Pak

A truck driver gestures as he drives his truck loaded with goods
bound for Afghanistan, at Integrated Check-Post (ICP) Attari, near
Amritsar, Tuesday.

‘Banks and railways privatisation will
leave 5 lakh employees jobless’

Varun Gandhi

Three held with leopard skin Dera chief Ram
Rahim gets Z-plus

security 
On his release 
on furlough



Balod, Feb 22: In Dalli
Rajhara, Balod,
Gundardehi of Balod dis-
trict, the office bearers of
Vishwa Hindu Parishad
and Bajrang Dal paid hom-
age to the brave soldiers of
the country who were mar-
tyred in Pulwama ambush
by lighting lamps and pay-
ing rich tributes. In Balod
Dallirajhara, Gundardehi
Nagar, under the leader-
ship of prominent leaders
Nilesh Srivastava, Arjun
Rai, Mahendra Sonwani,
Satish Vishwakarma,
Umesh Sen, Gajendra Das,

Bharat Sahu, the martyrs
were remembered till late
evening and rich tributes
were paid. In Dalli-
Rajhara, Bajrang Dal work-
ers paid tribute to the sol-
diers martyred in
Pulwama, Kashmir, keep-
ing a silence of one minute
at the city’s bus station
Niyogi Chowk led by
President Ankur
Singhania, Gajendra Das,
Vicky Jaiswal, Jaswant
Nayak, Nilesh Srivastava,
Sunil Pakar Arjun Rai
,Arvind, Saurabh, Nitin
Sahare, Kunal Kathuria,

Akash Chaturvedi, Ashish
Tiwari, Shashank Tiwari
,Sanju Kushwaha and
other  Bajrang Dal workers.
In Gunderdehi, too the
brave soldiers who were
martyred in Pulwama,
Kashmir, were paid tribute
by lighting a lamp at
Dhamtari Chowk
Gunderdehi by VHP and
Bajrang Dal workers. The
brave soldiers martyred in
the Pulwama attack were
also paid tributes at  Balod
Jaistambh Chowk, led by
Bajrang Dal District
Convenor Satish
Vishwakarma Bajrang Dal
District Convenor Umesh
Kumar Sen, Vishwa Hindu
Parishad District Co-
Minister Mahendra
Sonwani Monu and others.
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Kondagaon, Feb 22:

BJP state in-charge D
Purandeswari on her
maiden arrival was ac-
corded warm welcome by
BJP and BJYM workers
from Ghodagaon to
Kondagaon by taking out
massive rally. After this
speaking to media persons
she came down heavily
against the Congress gov-
ernment in the state. She
charged that the amount
of development carried
out during the 15 years of
Raman government in the
state is nowhere visible in
last three years of
Baghel’s government. She
charged with Congress
government coming to

power, it is the corruption,
commission business and
land mafia which rules the
roost and with crimes on
the rise the people are very
much troubled.

About warning by the
PCC Chief to file FIR
against the local journal-
ists stands testimony to
the fact that the ruling
government in state is try-
ing to suppress the fourth
pillar of democracy i:e
media. Further she
charged that the Congress
government is fooling vil-
lagers in the name of
opening of processing
plant for maize/ barley
and to which the people
will give befitting reply in
coming 2023 VS polls.

BJP State in-Charge D
Purandeswari charged
that the MLA Kondagaon
Mohan Markam, District
Panchayat CEO are in-
volved in embezzlement of
funds worth lakhs with ir-
regularities in BRGF’s
funds and demanded in-
quiry into th same. In the
same way the state govern-
ment is into corruption
even in distribution of
dry-ration. Set aside this
with delay in construction
of Kondagaon- Keshkal
by-pass road, the develop-
ment in the region has
come to a standstill and
people are made to face its
outcome. BJP State in-
charge charged that there
is no development work

taking place in the state
and the state’s debts have
now reached 1.25 lakh
crore and is now in state of
economic emergency.
Apart from this no indus-
tries are interested in com-
ing to Chhattisgarh and
due to which the youths
have to migrate to other
state in search of employ-
ment. After this the BJP
State in-Charge D
Purandeswari convened
meeeting with district of-
fice bearers of BJP
Kondagaon district office
and Presidents of
‘Morchas’ and local party
workers.

In this entire pro-
gramme, BJP Bastar div.
in-charge Shivratan

Sharma, BJP National
working committee mem-
ber and BJP State V-P Lata
Usendi, State general secy.
Kiran Dev, National
Treasurer ST Cell of BJP
Dinesh Kashyap, Kanker
LS MP Mohan Madavi, for-
mer Minister Mahesh
Gagda, state working com-
mittee member BJP
Sriniwas, Rao Maddi, BJP
district President Dinesh
Arora, State working com-
mittee member Manoj
Jain, Nagar Palika
President Hemkunwar
Patel, Nagar Palika V-P
Jasketu Usendi, Tarun
Sana, Aakash, Mehta,
Jintendra Surana,
Kamlesh and others were
present.

BJP workers, office bearers should try to
reach out to booth-level: Purandeswari

M Accorded warm welcome from Ghodagaon to Kondagaon
Konta/Sukma, Feb 22:
The impact of the third
wave of Kovid epidemic in
Sukma district has been
weak. Due to the better
action plan of the adminis-
tration, corona infection
was controlled and in the
present situation there is
not a single positive case in
the district. For this,
while praising the hard
work and uninterrupted
working style of all the
revenue staff, police per-
sonnel, officers of educa-
tion department and other
departments engaged in
Covid duty, Collector
Vineet Nandanwar con-
gratulated all the officer
employees. He has in-
structed the attached per-
sonnel to immediately join
their original workspace
as there is no case of Kovid
in the district.

During the review of the
vaccination of Kovid
Booster Dose, he asked the
remaining beneficiaries to
be encouraged to get vacci-
nated on time and instruct-
ed to expedite the vaccina-
tion. Under the govern-
ment’s new scheme “Noni
Sashaktikaran Sahayata
Yojana”, all the District
CEO, Nagar Panchayat /
Municipality CMO and
Labor Department have

been directed to identify
the eligible beneficiary
girls at the earliest. Along
with this, for the imple-
mentation of the Chirag
project, the work of benefi-
ciary selection, identifica-
tion etc. was asked to be
done in a planned manner.

Complete the basic de-
velopment works in vil-
lage Palodi soon

According to the de-
mand of basic facilities
made by the villagers of
Palodi, the collector has
given instructions to the
concerned department to
fulfill the demand of CC
road, solar panel-pump
arrangement in the fields,
MNREGA work, forest
rights, etc. He said that
the demand of solar panels
by the villagers shows

their interest towards agri-
cultural works, so that
solar system should be pro-
vided to them at the earli-
est. Along with this, per-
form works like pond con-
struction, land leveling etc.
He instructed all the dis-
trict CEOs to not delay the
construction of approved
works at the Panchayat
level under Bastar
Development Authority
and to do quality work.
During the review of de-
partmental works, he did a
detailed review of food
grain storage, plantation,
building construction
work of Health
Department by CGMSC,
Dubbatota Fish Processing
Center, vermi compost pro-
duction under Godhan
Nyay Yojana etc.

Ensure full strength 
presence in offices: Collector 

Kondagaon, Feb 22:

The officers, employees
and brand ambassadors of
Nagar Palika Parishad
(NPP) Kondagaon conduct-
ed inspection of Sheetala
Para ward No.7 here on
Monday. It was under guid-
ance of Chief Nagar
Palika Officer Vijay
Pandey, the Brand

Ambassadors created
awareness among the
ward residents about sani-
tation and cleanliness.
Visiting each and every
house, the residents were
informed how to keep both
the wet and dry garbage
separately. They were also
asked not to keep the waste
out in the open and not to
throw it in the drains. By

burning plastic it creates
pollution in the atmos-
phere and it may pose
health problems to people
in that region.

So the brand ambassa-
dors informed people of
ward that what all waste is
generated in the house, it
should be collected and
segregated separately and
should be given to collec-

tion team visiting door-to-
door. The place where
there was waste or the
drains were clogged, the
workers were asked to get
it clean immediately. The
NPP sanitary employees
were also explained as to
how to carry out cleaning
properly and in hygienic
manner. The drains in
front of the house where
building material like
sand, ‘gitti’ or others is
kept, were also asked to get
is removed immediately or
else NPP will impose fine.
On this occasion Chief
Nagar Palika officer Vijay
Pandey, Brand
Ambassadors Subrat Saha,
Umesh Sahu, Tankeshwar
Panigrahi, Basant Kumar
Sahu, Khem Vaishnav, and
other employees of NPP
Kondagaon were present.

Brand ambassadors create 
awareness about cleaning

Visiting ward No. 7 of NPP Kondagaon

MMuunnggeellii,,  FFeebb  2222:: The accused
in murder of disabled wife from
Pandarbhata village of Kotwali
Thana has come and the
accused has been arrested.
One Rajju Yadav and his wife
Chunni Yadav had being to a

farm to bring green fodder for
their cattle and during this
both entered into some contro-
versy.  All of sudden Rajju
Yadav lost his temper over the
controversy and attacked
heavily on his wife Chunni
Yadav using an axe and wood-
en stick and she died on the
spot.  When the police got the
information about the murder,
they left for the site and arrest-
ed the accused Rajju Yadav
along with axe and wooden
stick and sent the body for
post-mortem.

Husband kills wife
over trivial controversy

Colorful fair on Shivratri at Chirmiri
Pauri Jagannath Shiv temple

Chirmiri, Feb 22: As like previous years, in Pauri area
near Jagannath temple colourful fair is scheduled dur-
ing Shivratri. The preparations are in full swing and as
per the programme Rudra Mahayagya is on February 28
(evening), kirtan will start from March 01 morning  and
procession will be taken out on March 04. Mass feat will
be organized from March 01-04.

Shobha Yatra marks
Chatrapati Shivaji’s jayanti

Mandir Hasaud, Feb 22:

Satnami  youth intro-
ductory meet was organ-
ized last Sunday and mar-
riageable youths from all
over the state took part in
it. Khalsa School campus
was the venue and
Satnami Uthan Evam
Jagriti Samiti president
Jay Bahadur Banjare
along with other office

bearers were present. The
programme began with
the lighting of traditional
lamp and thereafter or-
ganizing committee office
bearers welcomed the
guests. 100 couples pre-
sented their credentials
while 1050 had applied for
this programme.

780 girls took part in the
meet and boys who came
to the stage took pledge of
organizing marriage
without any dowry. Mass
marriage will be organ-
ized in the month of
April.

KKhhaaiirraaggaarrhh,,  FFeebb  2222::

The birth anniversary of
Chatrapati Shivaji Maharaj was
observed in Amlipara ward here
on Sunday In this the youths
took out huge ‘shobha yatra’
carrying saffron colour flag in
their hands. Making a detour of
city, they passed on the mes-
sage and works of Chatrapati
Shivaji Maharaj to the masses.
In this programme the guests
were Ramratan Chandrakar,
Mangalchand Chandrakar,
Kishore Chandrakar, Bajrang
Dal President C Ramkrishna

were present. From Vishwa
Hindu Parishad- Ravi Vikas
Shastri, Satendra Verma,
President Santosh Chandrakar,
Nand Chandrakar, Bharat
Chandrakar were present.
Conducting the programme
VHP’s President of region Rajiv
Chandrakar said that Shivaji
Maharaj forced the Mughal
rulers step-down on their
knees. On this occasion,
Mangalchand Chandrakar,
Vinod Chandrakar, Ravi
Chandrakar, Shailendra
Chandrakar, Vikas Chandrakar
and others were present.

Manendragarh, Feb 22:

The lapses on the part
of local administration,
police and transport de-
partment is costing the
people of urban and rural
areas. In the area tractor
trolleys are running
round-the-clock without
number plate and reflec-
tors. These vehicles invite

accident but the con-
cerned departments are a
mute spectator.

The tractor trolleys have
been registered for use in
the agriculture fields but
only a few are in the fields.
Mostly they are in use for
commercial purpose but
are running without num-
ber plate and reflector.
These vehicles ate times
side on the side of main
roads without reflectors
and vehicles plying on the
road can dash them from
behind.

Tractors run without 
number plate and reflector

1050 youths take part in
Satnami introductory meet

 Govind Hospital 
organizes 
free health camp

Pulwama martyrs paid homage by VHP and Bajrang Dal

Mungeli, Feb 22: The
business of illegal operat-
ing of brick-kilns in the
village near district head-
quarters is going on open-
ly near the rivers and in
this sand and water from
river is being openly used.
For this no permission has
been taken either from the
District Administration or
the mineral department
and on top of it with no ac-
tion those involved in such
illegal works are least
bothered about the conse-
quences. The operating of
illegal brick-kilns in the
villagers in the Mungeli
district near the rivers and
stop-dams is openly going
on. Majority of the brick-

kiln operators have not
found it necessary to ob-
tain permission from con-
cerned authorities and are
openly doing this busi-
ness. With main objective
of avoiding royalty pay-
ment, the brick-kilns own-
ers are making brisk busi-
ness and are not paying
royalty to the government.

There are reports that
there are more than a
dozen brick-kilns being
operated near Aagar river
and they are manufactur-
ing lakhs of bricks every
month. For this, they are
even not sparing cutting of
green trees and both the
Forest and Mineral depart-
ment officers are well

aware about it. This type
of illegal brick-kilns are
being openly operated in
Gram Lagara, Bhanta,
Burka, Gadhaghat,
Kukurahatta and despite
knowing about it, no ac-
tion is being taken and au-
thorities have become
mute spectators. At one
place where the govern-

ment is losing royalty pay-
ment worth lakhs, on the
other, the brick-kiln opera-
tors are filling their cof-
fers. All the more with no
action by the departments,
there is sudden increase in
number of brick-kiln oper-
ators in the region and
this shows seriousness on
part of concerned depart-

ment. Many an environ-
mentalists are demanding
immediately ban on oper-
ating of such illegal brick-
kilns in the region. The
contractors are opening
brick-kilns in the farms of
the farmers paying them
nominal amount and in
turn are earning huge
money and not paying any
royalty as well. Set aside
this, it is also causing huge
loss to fertile land of farm-
ers. As per information in
this regard, the members
of ‘Kumhar’ tribe are al-
lowed to manufacture
bricks for their personal
use only without seeking
any permission, but they
should inform the Mineral

Department about the
same. Meanwhile in the
name of taking action
against illegal brick-kiln
operators, the Mineral de-
partment just issue no-
tices as mere formality
and does not take firm ac-
tion against anyone and
due to which this business
is prospering in the re-
gion.

What officer says
There are few com-

plaints about illegal opera-
tion of brick-kilns in the
region and it is on confirm-
ing the same, strict action
is being taken.

Jyoti Mishra- Mineral
Officer- Mungeli

Illegal brick-kilns openly being operated in villages
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Dynasties
There lies no doubt that
Indira Gandhi to Rajiv to
Sonia to Rahul, all attained
the Post of Prime Minister
or Party President smoothly
just because they were privi-
leged enough to take birth
or wedded to the Nehru fam-
ily. But at the end of the day
the fact also remains that
Indira to Rajiv had won elec-
tions not through brute
force or might of military
power so as to lead the
Central Government, but by
winning the hearts or votes
of the Indian electorate
through the free and fair
democratic process. Be it
2004 or 2009, it is the com-
mon people who had voted
Sonia-led Congress to power
in New Delhi. Still if the
Gandhis are constantly
character-assassinated
through the hue of
‘Dynastic regime’, none
other than the free will of
the Indian electorate gets
continuously maligned,
mocked and abused as
Gandhis did not elect them-
selves, rather people elected
them to power. Even the in-
stitution of elections,
democracy and
Constitution also get bar-
barically assaulted through
such bankrupt cheap rheto-
ric. BJP should also not for-
get that it is the people who
threw out the saffron
regime of ‘India Shining’ to
bring in the ‘Family’ in 2004.
Still if Congress is epitome
of ‘Dynasty’; what do the
Dhumals, Mahajans,
Mundes, Khandus,
Chowhans represent. What
about the progeny of
Raman Singh, Rajnath
Singh, Kalyan Singh,
Maneka Gandhi  Yashwant
Sinha, Vasundhara Raje in
this regard. Why have the
“anti-dynasty” force gleeful-
ly brought the likes of
Jyotiraditya Scindia and
Jitin Prasadas in their fold.
Perhaps “dynasty doesn’t
kill democracy” when it gets
pursued by the BJP. Why did
BJP trade with PDP,
Shiromani Akali Dal, Shiv
Sena in the recent past
though family members of
the original patriarch of
those parties enjoy an upper
hand. Why has BJP aligned
with “dynastic” Jannayak
Janta Party and enjoying
power in Haryana. If BJP is
so “allergic” towards “dy-
nasty”, why did it indulge in
a coup of sorts by roping in
Sharad Pawar’s nephew Ajit
as Deputy Chief minister so
as to grab the governance of
Maharashtra through the
back door. All dialogues of
“dynasty” promptly vanish
in thin air if even a faint
scent of power gets per-
ceived in the political hori-
zon. Hypocrisy to the power
infinity. It must be remem-
bered that if you point a fin-
ger at someone else, three
fingers are pointing back at
you.

Kajal Chatterjee,
Kolkata

LETTERS
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Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

WHAT THEY TWEET!

KKaarrtthhiikk@@kkaarrtthhiikk22kk22
Scare tactics don’t gener-

ally work. It’s perhaps
because those tactics pres-

ent scenarios that the
patient has never experi-
enced. On the other hand,

everyone is wary about
things we have experi-

enced. Once bitten, twice
shy. What’s one thing most
people have experienced? 

PPaannkkaajj  BBaarraannwwaall
@@ppaannkkaajj__cciicc

Students want to feel rewarded.
Students want to know how pre-
pared they really are. Now they

can at BeyondExams! Please share
your issues with the current edu-
cation system and we’ll solve it at

BeyondExams.

SSwwaaiimmaann  SSiinngghh@@SSiinngghhSSwwaaiimmaann
This is a actually likely a good trend.
Most voting that occurs in later part
of the day are paid voters and illegal
activities that happen. Most genuine

voting occurs in earlier part of the
day. People like to vote and than get

on with there work.

MMaajj  GGeenn  SSaattbbiirr
@@ssaattbbiirrssmm

OROP History contd. Aim of
Govt decisions to grant
OROP was to close gap

between current and past
pensr of same cl. This aim
reflected in LS Secretariat
Ref Note.33 of Oct 15. How
and why a few days later i.e
07.11.15 Govt changed defi-

nition which totally, kills
soul of OROP.

AAnniill  TTaallwwaarr@@aanniillttaallwwaarr
The way every man and his dog go

tagging the @PMO_NaMo
@PMOIndia on any and every

redundant issue, just shows how
far removed from reality folks are.

Maybe, they should be made to
pay for every such frivolous tag.

zzaaiiddiiaattiiyyaa@@aattiiyyaazz
The #Poinsettias have come home.

TTaannvvii  MMaaddaann@@ttaannvvii__mmaaddaann
These recent weeks have been
another reminder of the long-
term damage the Iraq war has

wrought internationally in terms
of the response to US assertions
about the rules based order and
to the US intelligence communi-

ty’s pronouncements.

E mpires never go away completely, even after power
shifts from one hegemon to another. However,

with the fall of the Communists in 1989, few social sci-
entists would have predicted that Russia’s diplomatic
influence would ever manage to reassert itself in any of
the countries of Eastern Europe. Indeed, over the last
decade, as NATO and the European Union have crept
further eastward, Russia’s foreign political clout seems
to have disappeared from countries in which the
Soviets had once so robustly intervened or nearly inter-
vened like Poland, Hungary, the Czech Republic, and
Slovakia. The crisis in Ukraine has exposed the fact
that, after twenty years of independence, Kiev is be-
coming an increasingly hostile and unstable partner
for Russia’s petroleum transport interests. Several
European wars have been fought on present day
Ukrainian territory by the Russian empire with
Poland, Lithuania, Sweden and Prussia. The Russian
military campaign in Ukraine is ironic revenge for
Kosovo and Serbia in Balkans region of Europe. The
US and allies claimed that there were atrocities and
genocide, recognized a break-away, bomb and use
troops to enforce will. Westerners have never under-
stood how angry the whole Serbian intervention made
Russia, who saw Serbia as a core ally. It’s one of the
main turning points in Western and Russian relations.
To Russia, this was their ‘humanitarian intervention.’
On March 24, 1999, NATO, led by the United States,
launched an air war aimed at forcing the Serbian
leader Slobodan Milosevic to put an end to anti-
Albanian violence in the province of Kosovo and to
withdraw Serbian military and police from the region.
The day the campaign started, Yevgeny Primakov, the
Russian Prime Minister at the time, was on his way to
the US, hoping to win IMF loans and renegotiate the
terms of billions of dollars in Soviet-era debt. He called
Vice-President Al Gore en route to implore him to call
off the air strikes. Three hours later, Gore called back
to say that the strikes were inevitable and Russia didn’t
have a say in the matter. Primakov had his plane
turned around over the Atlantic and returned to
Moscow. Thus ended the era of cooperation and aspira-
tional friendship between Russia and the US that had
begun after the Cold War. Russians now remember the
U-turn over the Atlantic as the first time that post-
Soviet Russia asserted its right to be heard. The 78 day
air war over Kosovo and Serbia was unprecedented in
several ways. It was undertaken without the sanction of
the UN Security Council. It was framed, by the partici-
pating governments and much of the media, as a hu-
manitarian intervention. International law allows mili-
tary action under two scenarios: if a nation or nations
are acting in self-defence, or if they have the sanction of
the UN Security Council. Yet some scholars have ar-
gued that the Kosovo air war was legal. Russia did not
have a direct stake in Kosovo, aside from a vague, senti-
mental idea of affinity with the Serbs because they are,
like Russians, Eastern Orthodox. So are most
Ukrainians, but that no longer seems to matter. In
Russian memory, however, the NATO war was an at-
tack on Russia, because it showed that Russia no longer
mattered. Putin’s protracted campaign in Ukraine
looks like a long-delayed tit-for-tat in response to the air
war in Kosovo. Russian parliament had approved a res-
olution to ask Putin to recognize the statehood of the
separatist regions in eastern Ukraine, a move that
made their status similar to that of Kosovo after the
bombing campaign.

Revenge for Balkans

T he Supreme Court has issued notice to the Centre
and states on a PIL for taking steps to sensitise peo-

ple about the performance of fundamental duties en-
shrined under the Constitution. A bench of justices
Sanjay Kishan Kaul and MM Sundresh sought a re-
sponse from the Union government and states as peti-
tioner, advocate Durga Dutt, led by senior advocate
Ranjit Kumar, contended that “everybody is clamouring
for rights, nobody cares about duties enjoined under the
Part IV A of the Constitution.” The plea said former
Chief Justice of India Ranganath Mishra in 1998 wrote a
letter to the SC which was converted into a letter petition
by which the top court had in 2003, directed the central
government to consider and take appropriate steps expe-
ditiously for the implementation of the recommenda-
tions of the report of the National Commission to review
the working of the Constitution. The report had accept-
ed suggestions by the Justice JS Verma Committee on
the operationalisation of fundamental duties of citizens
and their early implementation. The committee recom-
mended the Union and state governments to sensitise
the people and create general awareness among citizens
regarding fundamental duties and achievement of their
desired enforceability by not only legal sanctions but
also social sanctions and creations of role models.
Fundamental Duties were introduced by the 42nd
Constitutional Amendment Act, 1976, by inserting
Article 51-A into the Constitution of India. The Article is
an Emergency-era provision introduced by the Indira
Gandhi government. Duties are an ancient concept en-
compassed in the eastern jurisprudence as an aspect of
human behaviour known as ‘Dharma’, staunch admir-
ers, of which were luminaries like Lokmanya Tilak and
Mahatma Gandhi. The concept of duties has its origin in
the Vedas and they are in the form of religious com-
mands. Epics like Bhagavad Geeta, Ramayana and
Mahabharat, also enshrine duty as part of one’s
Dharma. Thus, the eastern jurisprudence is duty orient-
ed and right is considered as ancillary to duty or conse-
quence of performing duty. A responsible citizen is the
one who performs his social, moral, ethical obligations
and his duty towards state and fellow citizens.
Fundamental duties are the guiding principles for citi-
zens. Though these duties are not themselves enforce-
able in courts nor their violation, as such, punishable,
nevertheless, if a court, before which a fundamental
right is sought to be enforced, has to read all parts of the
Constitution, it may refuse to enforce a fundamental
right at the instance of an individual who has patently
violated any of the duties specified.

Fundamental duties awareness
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People exercise next to a giant replica of a tabla at Anil Mohile park decorated with traditional musical instruments in Mumbai,
Maharashtra.

GIANT REPLICA

TT he Jharkhand government is
going to present the budget for

the financial year 2022-23 on March 3,
while the budget session is scheduled
to start from February 25, 2022. The
people of the state have many expec-
tations from the budget, in which the
people of the state also want to
increase the banking facilities in the
state, because in the absence of prop-
er banking facilities, both the people
of Jharkhand and the government are
facing problems. The pace of devel-
opment of the state is also not catch-
ing up.
To understand the current status of
banking facilities in the state, it is
very important to know about the
basic facts of the state. In the year
2000, Jharkhand became an inde-
pendent state after separating from
Bihar. Being rich in mineral
resources, it was believed that it
would develop rapidly, but so far, the
expected development has not hap-
pened in this state.

The total population of Jharkhand
is 3.29 crore, out of which the number
of Scheduled Tribes is 28 percent of
the total population, while the num-
ber of Scheduled Castes is 12 percent
of the total population. The geograph-
ical area of the state is 80 lakh
hectares, in which the cultivable land
is 38 lakh hectares, but only 18 lakh
hectares of land is being cultivated,
but this area is not irrigated.
Therefore, the expected production
of crops is not achieved. The irrigated
land in the state is only 1.57 lakh

hectares, which can be easily
increased with the help of banks.

There are 24 districts, 32,620 vil-
lages, 33 sub-divisions and 259 blocks
in the state. The per capita income in
the state is Rs 4,161, which is much
less than the national average.
According to the 2011 census, the lit-
eracy rate of Jharkhand is 67.63 per-
cent. The male literacy rate in the
state is 78.45 percent and the female
literacy rate is 56.21 percent. Of the
total population, 15 percent people
work in agriculture, while 6 percent of
the population are agricultural labor-
ers, while about 5 percent of the pop-
ulation is employed in industries and
mining, 2 percent in business and 3
percent in other services. It is clear
from the data; the expected develop-
ment has not happened in Jharkhand
and the current situation can be
changed by expanding the banking
services.

According to the data of the State
Level Bankers Committee’s (SLBC)
Portal, till September 2021, banks in
Jharkhand had disbursed only 29.55
percent of the loan target to the agri-
culture sector among the farmers,
while in the case of crop loan, only
21.08 percent of the loan could be dis-
bursed of set target. At the same
time, banks had disbursed only 1.63
percent of the loan of set target by
September 2021 to strengthen rural
infrastructure. Today Micro, Small
and Medium Enterprises (MSME)
units are playing the most important
role in the development of any sector.

Along with making every sector self-
reliant, it is also a huge source of
employment generation. At present,
there are 6.33 crore MSME units in
the country, which contribute 29 per-
cent to the country’s GDP and more
than 11 crore people are employed in
this sector. Considering the impor-
tance of this sector, banks should
give credit to MSME units on priority
basis, but in Jharkhand, banks had
disbursed only 57.17 percent of loan
of set target by September 2021 to
MSME units under priority sector. Till
September 2021, under priority sec-
tor, 0 percent of loan of set target had
disbursed in the export sector, while
in the case of education, 10.63 per-
cent of loan of set target was dis-
bursed. At the same time, in the con-
text of home loans, this percentage
was 12.89. In totality, under the prior-
ity sector, 41.92 percent of loan of set
target fixed till September 2021 had
disbursed, while 65.96 percent of loan
of set target had disbursed in the
non-priority sector till September
2021.

The credit being given by banks to
agriculture, industry and service sec-
tor in Jharkhand can also be estimat-
ed from the CD ratio of banks. As of
September 2021, the CD ratio of
banks operating in Jharkhand was
only 39.67 percent, which cannot be
called satisfactory. CD Ratio is the
ratio of the loan amount given to the
needy people, industry and service
sector out of total deposit amount.
The basic function of the bank is to
take deposits from customers and
earn interest by giving loans to the
needy out of the deposits, but banks
are lending less in Jharkhand.

All banks had 3215 branches in
Jharkhand as of September 2021, out
of which State Bank of India alone
had 567 branches, while the number
of ATMs was 3285, out of which State
Bank of India alone had 1,206 branch-
es. At the same time, as of September
2021, the number of Banking
Correspondents (BC) in Jharkhand
was 4197. BCs are also called mini

banks and they basically work in the
villages. 13,656 micro-ATMs have also
been provided to BCs, so that vil-
lagers can easily withdraw their
deposits. If the ratio of bank branches
available in the state to the total pop-
ulation of the state is taken out, then
in Jharkhand there is 1 bank branch
for the population of 10 thousand.
Similarly, the number of ATMs is 1 for
a population of 10 thousand, while
the number of BCs is 1 for a popula-
tion of 7838.

Today banks are playing an impor-
tant role in the development of any
state or country. These are said to be
the base of the economy, but
Jharkhand does not have sufficient
number of bank branches, ATMs, BCs.
Also, the banks are not providing
loans to the people, businessmen and
industries of Jharkhand as per the
requirement.

The population of Scheduled
Tribes and Scheduled Castes in
Jharkhand is 40 percent of the total
population, so it is more important to
make them financially literate, as
well as should also to increase the
percentage of literacy in the state, so
that people can take advantage of
banking facilities.  The government
needs to increase the presence of
banks in the state in the upcoming
budget to accelerate the pace of
development in the state. The CD
ratio of banks in the state is low. If
this ratio is improved, then the eco-
nomic activities in the state can
accelerate. In the above perspective,
banks should give loans to the com-
mon people, business, industry, serv-
ice etc. sectors as per the need and
the government should also provide
help to the banks in recovery of Non-
Performing Asset (NPA). If banks,
government and people of the state
help each other, then surely the way
for development will be shown in
Jharkhand too.

((SSaattiisshh  SSiinngghh  iiss  sseenniioorr  ccoolluummnniisstt
aanndd  eeddiittoorr  ooff  iinn--hhoouussee  JJoouurrnnaall  ooff  SSBBII
‘‘AAaarrtthhiikk  DDaarrppaann’’..))

Need to increase banking facilities
SATISH SINGH
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Devotees cover Holy river Yamuna with sarees during Chunari Manorath festival, in Mathura, Tuesday.

CHUNARI MANORATH FEST
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Ballia (UP), Feb 22 (PTI): 

Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh on Tuesday
accused opposition parties
of misleading people over
the border issue with
China, saying politics
should be kept aside on the
matter of security and the
unity and integrity of the
country.

He said on this issue all
political parties should
forget differences and
come together. Addressing
an election meeting at
Banshi Bazar in the
Sikanderpur area here, he
said, “The opposition par-
ties are misleading the
country regarding the

China dispute.” He said an
attempt was made to mis-
lead the country on the
issue of Galwan Valley.
“The bravery and courage
of the soldiers should not
be questioned. This affects
the morale of the army
personnel. Keeping poli-
tics aside on the issue of
security as well as the
unity and integrity of the
country, all political par-
ties should forget all differ-
ences and stand together,”
he said.

Ridiculing Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi,
Rajnath said he should
“read the history of inde-
pendent India”.
“Statements should be
made based on facts,” he
said apparently referring
to a statement made by the
Congress leader in
Parliament. “No matter
what, the head of Mother
India will not be allowed to
lowered,” he said. Rajnath
said he can never forget
the pain caused by Uri and

Pulwama terror attack.
After the Pulwama inci-
dent, India took a decision
in 10 minutes and carried
out a surgical strike, he
said. “Through this, India
has given a message to the
world that India is no
longer a weak India and it
can hit across the border,”
he added. Singh also ac-
cused the Congress, SP
and the BSP of doing poli-
tics of hatred. The
Congress started the poli-
tics of hatred and the SP
carried it forward, he al-
leged. He said, “We do not
do politics of hatred nor
do we discriminate on the
basis of caste. e believe in
Vasudhaiv Kutumbakam.
We are one who feed milk
to a black snake on
Nagpanchami. Our policy
is clear—justice to all, but
appeasement to no one”.

The BJP leader said in
the past 75 years, political
parties made a lot of
promises to people but
never kept them. “If they

were fulfilled even partial-
ly, India would have been
the richest country in the
world today. Due to this,
trust in politics and lead-
ers has been lost today and
the crisis of credibility
has deepened. Politics has
lost its meaning,” he said.

Rajnath said Jana
Sangh founder Dr Syama
Prasad Mookerjee had
promised to abolish
Article 370 in 1951 and the
Narendra Modi-led Union
government fulfilled the
promise.

The BJP had promised
to build a grand Ram tem-
ple in 1984 and the Modi
government has also ac-
complished this, Rajnath
said. “Kashi Vishwanath
temple was given a grand
look. Roads have been con-
structed for four dhams.
Not only do we build tem-
ples, we also build temples
of democracy. A grand
Parliament is being con-
structed in New Delhi,” he
added.

‘Oppn misleads people over 
border dispute with China’

Rajnath Singh

Bengaluru, Feb 22
(PTI): The
Karnataka govern-
ment on Tuesday
told the High Court
that there is no re-
striction on wearing
Hijab in India with
reasonable restric-
tions subject to insti-
tutional discipline
and dismissed the

charge that denial to wear
the headscarf was a viola-
tion of Article 15 of the
Constitution, which pro-
hibits discrimination of
every sort. Countering the
petitioner Muslim girls
from Udupi district, who
challenged the restriction
on Hijab inside the educa-
tional institutions,
Karnataka Advocate
General Prabhuling
Navadgi said the right to
wear the headscarf falls

under the category of
19(1)(A) and not Article 25
as has been argued by the
petitioners. “The right to
wear Hijab falls under
Article 19(1)(A) and not
Article 25. If one wishes to
wear Hijab, then there is
no restriction ‘subject to
the institutional disci-
pline’. The rights claimed
under Article 19(1)(A) is
related to Article 19(2)
where the government
places a reasonable re-
striction subjected to insti-
tutional restriction,”
Navadgi told the full bench
of the Karnataka High
Court. The full bench of
Chief Justice Ritu Raj
Awasthi, Justice J M
Khazi and Justice Krishna
M Dixit is hearing a batch
of petitions seeking per-
mission to wear Hijab in-
side the classroom.

Navadgi further said the
institutional restriction in
the present case is only in-
side the educational insti-
tutions and not anywhere
else. Arguing further, he
said the independent
claim of 19(1)(A) cannot go
together with Article 25.

“The consequence of
the demand to declare
Hijab as an essential reli-
gious practice is huge be-
cause there is an element
of compulsion or else you
will be expelled from the
community,” Navadgi told
the court. Article 19(1)(A)
is related to the freedom of
expression of the Indian
constitution. Article 19(2)
says that nothing in sub
clause (a) of clause ( 1 )
shall affect the operation
of any existing law, or pre-
vent the State from mak-
ing any law, in so far as

such law imposes reason-
able restrictions on the ex-
ercise of the right con-
ferred by the said sub
clause in the interests of
the sovereignty and in-
tegrity of India, the secu-
rity of the State, friendly
relations with foreign
States, public order, decen-
cy or morality or in rela-
tion to contempt of court,
defamation or incitement
to an offence. Article 25
deals with freedom of con-
science and free profes-
sion, practice and propa-
gation of religion and says
that subject to public
order, morality and health
and to the other provisions
of this part, all persons
are equally entitled to free-
dom of conscience and the
right freely to profess,
practise and propagate re-
ligion. Further, the AG dis-

missed the charge that de-
nial to wear Hijab was a vi-
olation of Article 15 of the
Constitution, which pro-
hibits discrimination of
every sort. “There is no
discrimination whatsoev-
er, as has been claimed in-
voking under Article 15.
These are bland allega-
tions,” Navadgi argued.

Article 15 prohibits dis-
crimination on grounds of
religion, race, caste, sex or
place of birth. Stating that
dignity of women is para-
mount, Navadgi winded
up his argument quoting
the famous number from
1967 Hindi movie
‘Hamraaz’ — ‘Na Munh
Chhupa Ke Jiyo, Na Sar
Jhuka Ke Jiyo. Ghamo Ka
Daur Bhi Aye To Muskara
Ke jiyo.’ (Neither live hid-
ing your face, nor bow
down.

‘Right to wear hijab does not fall under Article 25 of Constitution’
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NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  FFeebb  2222  ((PPTTII))::  

Unmanned barricades on
roads serve no purpose and
cause harassment to public,
the Delhi High Court said on
Tuesday and asked Delhi Police
to submit the protocol followed
by it for placing barricades in
the city. The high court took
suo motu cognisance of a letter
written to the Prime Minister
which was in turn sent to the
Delhi High Court for taking
action against placement of
unmanned barricades on sev-
eral roads in south Delhi area.
The issue raised by Om
Prakash Goel (who wrote the
letter) requires consideration
since these unmanned barri-
cades on roads prima facie
serve no purpose and indeed

cause inconvenience and
harassment to public at large.
Such barricades also have been
used to set up kiosks and for
parking vehicles, said a bench
of Justices Vipin Sanghi and
Jasmeet Singh. The court
issued notices to the
Commissioner of Delhi Police,
Delhi government, the Centre,
through the Ministry of Home
Affairs, and South Delhi
Municipal Corporation through
its Commissioner and listed
the matter for further hearing
on April 13. The respondents
(authorities) shall file their
respective status reports
before the next date of hear-
ing. Delhi Police shall place on
record the protocol that they
follow in relation to setting up
of barricades in the city, if any,

the bench said. A PIL was reg-
istered by the court while tak-
ing cognisance of the
December 10, 2021 letter by
Goel, who claims to be the
President of Delhi Pradeshik
Aggarwal Sammelan, to the
Prime Minister which has in
turn been sent to the court.

He raised grievances relat-
ing to setting up of unmanned
barricades in Kalkaji and CR
Park police station areas in
south Delhi and circulated sev-
eral media reports on the issue.

His grievance is that these
barricades serve no purpose
and lead to blockades of free
flow of traffic, causing misery
and harassment to vehicle
owners and general public and
leading to long traffic jams and
hold ups.

Unmanned barricades on roads
cause harassment to public’

HC asks police to submit protocol

Polling officers arrive with EVMs and other election materials a day before the fourth phase of Uttar Pradesh
Assembly elections at a distribution centre, in Lucknow, Tuesday.

POLL PREPARATIONS

RRaaee  BBaarreellii,,  FFeebb  2222  ((PPTTII))::

A landmark for drivers, a
centre of faith and the first pit
stop for politicians, the
Churuva Hanuman Mandir on
the busy Lucknow-RaeBareli
national highway is a must-
visit spot for many.

Located a few hundred
metres from the toll plaza, this
90-year-old temple dedicated
to Lord Hanuman has been the
pit stop for a number of promi-
nent political leaders, be it
Indira Gandhi or present
Defence minister Rajnath
Singh, who bow before the
deity before moving further.
“The temple is located in
Churuva village of RaeBareli
district, from where it has
derived its name. The temple
was built by my grandfather

Mahadev Prasad Awasthi after
he saw Lord Hanuman in his
dreams. “The bond between
the God and his devotees only
grew stronger with every pass-
ing day, and today people from
different walks of life visit the
temple, and pay their obei-
sance,” Chandramani Awasthi,
a priest at the Churuva
Hanuman Mandir, told PTI. Be
it the leaders of various politi-
cal leaders, judges, cricketers,
many seek benevolence of
Lord Hanuman, Awasthi said.
The priest said veteran BJP
leaders such as Kalraj Mishra
and Rajnath Singh have visited
this place a number of times.
“Since the days of Indira
Gandhi, her family members
too have been visiting this
place. Both Rajiv Gandhi and
Sonia Gandhi have visited the

temple,” he said. At present,
there are three priests (includ-
ing Awasthi), who carry out
the day-to-day work of the
temple. In the summer month
of ‘Jyestha’ (as per the Hindu
calendar), a mela is organised,
and a large number of devo-
tees throng the temple during
May-June. Like in the past, the
ongoing UP poll battle is see-
ing a string of politicians rush-
ing to the ‘lucky’ temple.
People come here with their
wishes, and come back again
to say thanks to the Lord after
their wishes are fulfilled,
Awasthi said. “Now, whose
electoral wishes are fulfilled
by Lord Hanuman, and on
whom he will eventually smile,
will be known to one and all
only on March 10,” he said.
Among the recent visitors to

the temple include Samajwadi
Party chief Akhilesh Yadav
who paid obeisance in
December.

SP spokesperson and MLC
Sunil Singh Sajan said, “Party
chief Akhilesh Yadav started
the seventh leg of the
Samajwadi Vijay Yatra in
December after visiting the
Hanuman temple in Churuva in
Bachhrawan assembly con-
stituency, and sought bless-
ings of Lord Hanuman.”

Both Rahul Gandhi and
Priyanka Gandhi never forget
to stop at the temple on their
way to Amethi and RaeBareli.

In January 2018, after
becoming the Congress presi-
dent, Rahul Gandhi had visited
the temple while on his way to
Amethi from Lucknow during a
two-day tour.

CENTRE OF FAITH

Hanuman temple on Lucknow-RaeBareli
highway popular among politicians

New Delhi, Feb 22 (PTI): 

The Supreme Court
Tuesday said it would hear
tomorrow a plea seeking
cancellation of offline
board examinations for
classes 10 and 12 to be con-
ducted by the CBSE and
several other boards this
year.

Without completing the
course, how can examina-
tion be conducted, a bench
headed by Justice A M
Khanwilkar orally ob-
served after the counsel
appearing for the petition-
er said that although the
COVID-19 situation has
improved, classes have not
been completed.

The bench, also com-
prising Justices Dinesh
Maheshwari and C T

Ravikumar, granted liber-
ty to the counsel appear-
ing for the petitioner to
serve the advance copy of
the plea to the standing
counsel for concerned re-
spondents, including the
Central Board of
Secondary Education
(CBSE). We will list it to-
morrow, the bench said.

The plea, filed by ac-
tivist Anubha Shrivastava
Sahai and others, was
mentioned before the apex
court for urgent listing.

The counsel, appearing
for the petitioners, told the
bench that the apex court
had passed orders in 2020
and 2021 regarding class 10
and 12 board exams and
this year also, the same
problem is there.

Last year, there was a

scheme after your lord-
ships intervention. This
year also, we require some
sort of solution otherwise
this is going to drag, he
said, adding that this will
affect further admissions
and future of students will
be in peril. The bench
asked the counsel whether
the examinations have
commenced or are yet to
commence.

The counsel said that ex-
amination of the Madhya
Pradesh board has com-
menced. Even though the
corona situation has im-
proved, the classes have
not completed... Unless the
course is completed, you
should not conduct the ex-
amination. This is going to
delay further. CBSE has
not proposed any scheme,

he said. The bench initial-
ly asked the counsel to
serve advance copy of the
plea to the standing coun-
sel for the CBSE. When the
lawyer said he would try to
serve advance copy of the
petition to all the respon-
dents, the bench granted
liberty to serve the stand-
ing counsel for the con-
cerned respondents.

The plea has sought di-
rections to the CBSE and
other education boards,
which have proposed to
hold board examinations
for classes 10 and 12 in of-
fline mode, to devise alter-
nate modes of assessment.

The CBSE has decided
to conduct term two board
exams for class 10 and
class 12 from April 26. On
Monday, the matter was

mentioned for urgent list-
ing before a bench headed
by Chief Justice N V
Ramana. The counsel had
told the CJI-led bench that
physical examination
should not be conducted
due to the pandemic.

The bench had said that
the matter would be listed
before a bench headed by
Justice Khanwilkar.

On June 17 last year, the
top court had approved the
assessment schemes of
the Council for the Indian
School Certificate
Examinations (CISCE)
and the CBSE, which had
adopted the 30:30:40 formu-
la for evaluation of marks
for students of 12th stan-
dard based on results of
class 10, 11 and 12 respec-
tively.

CANCELLATION OF OFFLINE BOARD EXAMS

SC to hear plea today
New Delhi, Feb 22 (PTI): 

The Supreme Court
Tuesday said the very con-
cept of the offence of
money laundering in the
Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA) is
very wide and any activity
connected with the pro-
ceeds of crime is encom-
passed within the expres-
sion of section 3 of the leg-
islation. Section 3 of the
PMLA says whosoever di-
rectly or indirectly at-
tempts to indulge or know-
ingly assists or knowingly
is a party or is actually in-
volved in any process or
activity connected with
proceeds of crime and pro-
jecting it as untainted
property shall be guilty of
the offence of money laun-

dering. A three-judge
bench headed by Justice A
M Khanwilkar is dealing
with a batch of pleas con-
cerning the interpretation
of certain provisions of
the PMLA. The fact of the
matter is that the very con-
cept of the offence of
money laundering in our
enactment is very broad,
very wide. It is different. It
is not based on one word
or one expression alone,
said the bench, also com-
prising Justices Dinesh
Maheshwari and C T
Ravikumar. So, any activi-
ty connected with the pro-
ceeds of crime is well
taken over, is encom-
passed within this expres-
sion of section 3, the
bench observed. A lawyer,
appearing for one of the

petitioners, told the bench
that section 3 has to be
read down to say that mere
use and possession of pro-
ceeds of crime does not
tantamount to money
laundering. He said there
has to be something more
and there has to be a pro-
jection. Any activity con-
nected with the proceeds
of crime, that may be in-
clusive of use, it may be in-
clusive of concealment, it
may be inclusive of pos-
session, that is how it has
been framed in our enact-
ment, the bench observed.

The counsel argued that
in the legislation, there is
enough tool kit to catch
proceeds of crime and the
PMLA is not proceeds of
crime statute but a money
laundering statute.

‘Very concept of offence of money
laundering in PMLA is very wide’


