
New Delhi, Feb 13 (PTI): 

Expressing concern
over the impact of contin-
ued Covid curbs on local
businesses, traders in the
national capital are seek-
ing further relaxation of
restrictions, including al-
lowing shops to remain
open till 9.30 pm.

Traders' associations of
various markets said they
are facing increasing loss-
es due to the restrictions.
They also questioned the
logic behind continuing
with the curbs when the
pandemic situation has

improved in Delhi.
The New Delhi Traders

Association (NDTA),
which represents the
Connaught Place market
in central Delhi, has writ-
ten to Lieutenant
Governor Anil Baijal seek-
ing relief for local traders.

"We have been receiving
many representations
from shop owners/shop-
keepers that they should
be allowed to open shops
till 9.30 pm instead of 8 pm.
Closing of shops at 8 pm
means beginning the clos-
ing procedure at 7 pm, los-
ing the prime business

timing," the NDTA said in
its letter to the LG.

"Given the hundreds of
representations on the cap-
tioned subject received
from shopkeepers, we
would request you to
please extend the timings
of shops till 9.30 pm," it
said. These views were
echoed by other trade asso-
ciations in Delhi.

Sanjeev Mehra, presi-
dent of the Khan Market
Trade Association, said it
must be the choice of shop
owners whether they want
to keep the shops open or
not. "As everything has

been normalised, the tim-
ing (for closing shops)
should also be normalised.
It must be the choice of the
shop owners whether they
want to keep the shops
open or not. We want the
restrictions to go," he said.

"We are saying that
strict guidelines like wear-
ing masks should also be
relaxed in some way," he
added.

Sarojini Nagar Traders'
Association president
Ashok Randhawa ex-
pressed frustration over
the increased losses for
shopkeepers.

Lifted 
JJaammmmuu:: The Jammu and
Kashmir State Executive
Committee (SEC) on
Sunday announced the lift-
ing of the night curfew
after almost six months
and opening of educational
institutions in a phased
manner beginning Monday
amid a decline in COVID-19
cases. The SEC also atten-
dance at indoor gatherings
to 50 per cent of the
authorized capacity against
the previous 25 per cent,
while cinema halls, the-
atres, restaurants, clubs,
gymnasiums and swim-
ming pools were permitted
to function at 25 per cent
of the authorized capacity
with due precautions.

Bomb blast 
KKaannnnuurr:: One person was
killed and two others
injured in a bomb blast in
Kannur district of Kerala
on Sunday afternoon.
According to the police,
the deceased and the
injured were part of the
same group and were plan-
ning to attack another
group with the bomb over
some dispute which
occurred a day ago.

Cremated 
PPuunnee:: The last rites of for-
mer Bajaj Group chairman,
Rahul Bajaj, were per-
formed in Pune on Sunday
with full state honours with
representatives of India Inc,
politicians and common
people bidding a final adieu
to the veteran industrialist.
The last rites were per-
formed by Rahul Bajaj's
sons Rajeev and Sanjiv at
the electric crematorium at
Vaikunth Smashanbhoomi
in Pune city.

Damage 
MMaannddllaa:: Wild elephants
strayed into a village in
Madhya Pradesh's
Mandla district and dam-
aged a house and several
crops in the area, an offi-
cial said on Sunday. A
herd of 14 elephants
entered Kudki village
here from neighbouring
Chhattisgarh a few
months back and the ani-
mals were wandering in
Montinala forest area
since some time, Mawai
area forest ranger J D
Khare said quoting locals. 
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photographs in front of the

historic Taj Mahal, on the eve
of Valentines Day, in 

Agra, Sunday. 
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Dantewada, Feb 13: 

A 25-year-old Maoist,
who was allegedly in-
volved in killing three vil-
lagers in separate inci-
dents in Chhattisgarh, sur-
rendered in Dantewada
district of the state, a po-
lice official said on Sunday.

The Naxal, identified as
Manglu Poyam, turned
himself in before police
here on Saturday,
D a n t e w a d a
Superintendent of Police
Siddharth Tiwari said.

Poyam cited disillusion-
ment with the "hollow"
and "inhuman" Maoist ide-
ology as the reason for his
surrender, he said.

He was active as a mili-
tia member of the
Indravati area committee
of the rebels.

He was involved in the
killing of three villagers
on the suspicion of being
police informers in 2014-
15, 2016 and 2019 in Bijapur
district and one more
Naxal incident, Tiwari
said. Following his surren-
der, Poyam will be rehabil-
itated as per the state gov-
ernment's policy, he added.

So far, 516 Naxals, in-
cluding 127 who carried re-
wards on their heads, have
quit violence in
Dantewada district under
the 'Lon Varratu' (which
means 'return to your
home/village' in Gondi di-
alect) campaign launched
by the police in June 2020,
the official said.

New Delhi, Feb 13 (PTI): 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on Sunday greeted radio lis-
teners on World Radio Day and
said radio remains an integral
part of people's lives and is an
amazing medium to connect
people.
Adopted by the United Nations
General Assembly in 2012 as
an international day, February
13 is observed as World Radio
Day.
"World Radio Day greetings to
all radio listeners and those
who enrich this outstanding
medium with their talent as
well as creativity," Modi said
on Twitter.
He said radio remains an inte-
gral part of people's lives be it
at home, during journeys and
otherwise. "It is an amazing

medium to connect people,"
the prime minister said.
"Due to MannKiBaat, I repeat-
edly see how the radio can be
a great medium to share posi-
tivity as well as recognise
those who are at the forefront
of bringing a qualitative
change in the lives of others. I
would also like to thank all
those who contribute to this
programme," Modi said.

New Delhi, Feb 13 (PTI): 

Amid allegations of delay
in filing of complaint
against the country's
biggest bank fraud totaling
Rs 22,842 crore, State Bank
of India (SBI) on Sunday
said it has been diligently
following the ABG Shipyard
fraud case with the CBI fol-
lowing the forensic audit re-
port.

The Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) recently
booked ABG Shipyard
Limited, its former chair-
man and managing director

Rishi Kamlesh Agarwal and
others for allegedly cheat-
ing a consortium of two
dozen lenders led by ICICI
Bank.

ABG Shipyard fraud is
much higher than the one
perpetrated by Nirav Modi
and his uncle Mehul
Choksi, who allegedly
cheated the Punjab
National Bank (PNB) of
around Rs 14,000 crore
through issuance of fraudu-
lent Letters of Undertaking
(LoUs). Congress general
secretary Randeep Singh
Surjewala while addressing

a press conference won-
dered as to why did it take
five years after the liquida-
tion proceedings of ABG
Shipyard to lodge even an
FIR for duping 28 banks of
Rs 22,842 crore.

"Why did the Modi gov-
ernment refuse to take note
of the allegations made on
February 15, 2018, by the
Congress, warning of a
scam in ABG Shipyard, and
why no FIR was lodged and
criminal action taken de-
spite their accounts having
been declared as fraud on
June 19, 2019?" he asked.

Ludhiana, Feb 13 (PTI): 

Union Home Minister
Amit Shah on Sunday said
only the BJP-led alliance
can secure Punjab, uproot
drug menace from the state
and stop illegal religious
conversions, even as he
made a sharp attack
against Chief Minister
Charanjit Singh Channi
and AAP leader Arvind
Kejriwal.

Shah, in his first public
rally for the February 20
state assembly polls, hit out
at the Congress over the
1984 anti-Sikh riots and ac-
cused Congress leaders of
being involved in killing of
Sikhs in Delhi. He also
raised the issue of religious
conversion of Sikhs and

Hindus in the state and lam-
basted the Channi-led gov-
ernment for 'failing' to
check this practice.

Shah claimed that reli-
gious conversion of Sikhs
and Hindus was a big prob-
lem in Punjab. "These reli-
gious conversions cannot
be stopped by Channi
sahib," he said, adding that
the AAP couldn't stop them
either. He asserted that only
the BJP could stop the con-

versions. Shah recalled the
sacrifices made by the peo-
ple of Punjab during the
freedom struggle and also
praised the state for con-
tributing immensely to-
wards making the country
self-sufficient in foodgrain
production.

Addressing the rally, he
said it is only the BJP-led al-
liance that can secure
Punjab, while questioning
the ability of rival parties
to do so. Hitting out at
Channi, the Congress' chief
ministerial candidate, Shah
said, "Channi sahib you are
dreaming of forming an-
other government. A per-
son who could not secure
the route of the prime min-
ister, can he secure
Punjab?"

Five wildlife 
smugglers held with

pangolin scales
Jagdalpur, Feb 13: 

The Forest Department
seized 19 kg pangolin
scales, four star tortoises
and six leopard nails and
arrested five persons on
the charge of wildlife
smuggling in four sepa-
rate incidents in
Chhattisgarh's Bastar di-
vision, officials said on
Sunday.

The arrests were made
in the last two days.

On a tip-off that some
persons were trying to sell
parts of wild animals, a
joint team of the forest de-
partment and police
nabbed two men in
Jagdalpur, the headquar-
ter of Bastar district locat-
ed around 300 km away
from the capital Raipur,
on February 11, said
Mohammad Shahid,
Chief Conservator of
Forest (Jagdalpur circle).

The duo was carrying a
bag and tried to escape
after seeing forest and po-
lice personnel, he said.

"Pangolin scales,
weighed 12 kg, were re-
covered from their bag fol-
lowing which the duo was
arrested , he said.

Based on the informa-
tion provided by the two,
6.9 kg of pangolin scales
and six nails of leopard
were recovered in two sep-
arate raids in Jagdalpur
while four star tortoises
were seized from the
Dantewada district of the
region in another raid,
the CCF said, adding that

one person each was ar-
rested in the three raids.

"A total of five persons
were arrested under pro-
visions of the Wildlife
(Protection) Act 1972 in
four incidents and were
brought to the Jagdalpur
circle office of the forest
department for further ac-
tion," he said.

Leopard nails
seized

For about a month, the woman IPS Tilottama Verma, who came
from Jabalpur, was hiding her identity in Bastar.  After raking in
the forests of different areas, they came to know that there are
many wild life smugglers active here.  To expose this, Tilottama
covered herself as a buyer and started getting in touch with
people who operate rackets internationally in smuggling and
trading of wildlife.  This racket smuggled rare wild animals in
demand in the international market.

19 kg pangolin scales, four star tortoises and six leopard nails
were seized.

Woman IPS became smuggler to bust racket

Total items seized...

PM on World Radio Day

‘Amazing medium
to connect people’

Maoist surrenders
in Dantewada

Was involved in
killing of villagers

ABG Shipyard fraud

No delay in filing of case: SBI

LIC to file DRHP
New Delhi, Feb 13 (PTI): 
With Life Insurance
Corporation's board giving its
nod on Sunday, the state-
owned insurance behemoth is
all set to file the draft red her-
ring prospectus (DRHP) for its
initial public offering (IPO) with
market regulator Sebi in a cou-
ple of days. The board of LIC in
its meeting has given approval
regarding the IPO, sources said.
Preparations done and all the
loose ends have been tied up,
the sources said, adding that
DRHP can be filed either on
Monday or Tuesday.

Facing losses, Delhi traders for relaxations in Covid curbs

‘Only BJP-led alliance can secure
Punjab, uproot drug problem’

Katni, Feb 13 (PTI): 

Seven labourers were res-
cued while two others were
still trapped after an under-
construction tunnel caved
in at Sleemanabad in
Madhya Pradesh's Katni
district, officials said on
Sunday.

Six of the rescued labour-

ers were rushed to the
Katni district hospital, lo-
cated about 30 km from the
spot, via a 'green corridor',
they said. The 'green corri-
dor' is a special cleared out
route for fast transporta-
tion in case of an emer-
gency. Nine labourers got
trapped after the tunnel of
the Bargi canal project
caved in late Saturday night
in Sleemanabad, located
about 450 km from the state
capital Bhopal.

Under-construction
tunnel collapses

7 workers rescued,
2 trapped 

Five arrested for
killing leopard

Bilaspur, Feb 13: 
Five people have been arrest-
ed for allegedly killing a leop-
ard and two others for trying
to hunt a wild boar in a village
in Bilaspur, a forest official
said on Sunday. The carcass of
the 8-year-old leopard, with
two nails missing and the
teeth extracted, was found
last Monday near Bitkula vil-
lage in Spiat-Sonthi forest
range, said Bilaspur Divisional
Forest Officer Kumar Nishant.
"It was suspected that poach-
ers had killed it through elec-
trocution. We arrested two
people on Friday. Three others
were held in Saturday. 
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Durg to have City Development Committee like Raipur and Bilaspur
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Feb 13: Durg City
Development Committee
will be formed in Durg on
the lines of Raipur and
Bilaspur. The committee
will meet at regular inter-
vals and discuss plans for
the development of the city.
This decision was taken in
the review meeting held on
Saturday. Durg Mayor put
forth a suggestion in this re-
gard. He said that such a
committee can be formed
under the chairmanship of
MLA Durg Arun Vora.

On this, Collector Dr
Sarveshwar Narendra
Bhure gave instructions to
the officers to implement
the suggestion. He said that
the work of the committee
in Raipur should be studied
and it should be formed
soon. In the meeting, MLA
Arun Vora said that good
plans have been prepared
by the government for the
development of Durg city

and it is being implement-
ed, due to which the nature
of the city is improving rap-
idly. Departmental coordi-
nation makes things even
better because many func-
tions of Corporation ad-
ministration are also relat-
ed to other departments, so
such co-ordinating meet-
ings have special impor-
tance. Collector Dr
Sarveshwar Narendra
Bhure said that continuous
monitoring of the ongoing
works in Durg Municipal
Corporation is being done.
The good proposals which
have been brought for the
betterment of the city have
been sent to the govern-

ment. The works are being
speeded up with constant
coordination with the gov-
ernment level. In the meet-
ing, MLA Vora gave some
suggestions regarding de-
partmental coordination re-
lated to the betterment of
education, health, drinking
water etc. Mayor also raised
topics related to the infra-
structure development of
the city. The Collector said
that its monitoring would
be done at the level of Joint
Collector. He said that such
a review meeting related to
city development would
soon be held in other civic
bodies also. Additional
Collector Nupur Rashi

Panna, Commissioner
Haresh Mandavi, SDM
Vinay Poyam and other offi-
cers were present in the
meeting. Special discussion
was held on Thugda Bandh,
auditorium, road widening
and beautification.
Collector said that speedy
quality construction work
is our goal. Regular review
is being done for this pur-
pose. The Collector along
with the officials also in-
spected the road widening
works and the construction
works from Y-shape Bridge
to Ganjpara. Dr Bhure said
that all the works would be
completed on time. The
tasks which required coor-

dination have been dis-
cussed in the meeting.

Special discussion took
place regarding Atmanand
English Medium Schools in
the city. The Collector said
that our focus is to provide
quality education to the
children. For this, funds
have also been given from
DMF. The amount has also
been made available from
the MLA fund. MLA also
raised the issue of drinking
water in the meeting. He
said that summer is round
the corner and the corpora-
tion administration should
prepare for the dry season.
Traffic arrangements of
Indira Market were spe-
cially discussed. Collector
also inspected the
Mahamara ghat on the
banks of Shivnath. He saw
the proposal made for land-
scaping and beautification
and gave suggestions to the
officials. He instructed to
complete the entire work at
the earliest.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Feb 13: The calen-
dar published by Sikshak,
Kala Va Sahitya Academy
Durg district was released
by the Home Minister
Tamradhwaj Sahu. in the
presence of coordinator
Dr Shivnarayan Devangan
"Aas" and Zonal president
Kaushalendra Patel.

Convenor Dr
Shivnarayan Devangan
"Aas" while giving infor-
mation about the calendar
said that along with the
information on govern-
ment holidays, many im-
portant schemes of the
government such as Beti
Bachao Beti Padhao,
cleanliness campaign,
guidelines of Covid, state
songs have been included
in the calendar. Zonal
President Kaushalendra
Patel, District President
Chandrakat Sahu,

President Women Cell
Sandhya Pathak also
spoke on the occasion and
handed over a demand let-
ter regarding the neef for
a Shiksha Bhawan.

Home Minister
Tamradhwaj Sahu con-
gratulated everyone while
releasing the calendar
and said that he would put
forth the demand of
Shiksa Bhavan before the
Chief Minister. Among
others present were Joint
Secretary Sanjay Kumar

Maithil, Vice President
Women Cell Neeta
Tripathi, District
President Chandrakant
Sahu, Vice President
Sangeeta Chandrakar,
Treasurer Pragya Singh,
Joint Secretary Rakesh
Harmukh, Vice President
Rekha Rani Mishra and
Shweta Dubey, General
Secretary Nandani
Deshmukh, Secretary
Manisha Deshmukh,
Mahavir Deshmukh, Jyoti
Gajpal.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Feb 13: Ahead of
Punjab Assembly polls
2022, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi will be ad-
dressing three rallies from
February 14. The first
rally is scheduled in
Jalandhar where member
of parliament from Durg
Vijay Baghel is the
Incharge. A total of 9 as-
sembly constituencies fall
under Jalandhar Lok
Sabha. MP Vijay Baghel is
leaving no stone unturned
to make the rally to be held
at Punjan Armed Police
(PAP) Ground in
Jalandhar city.

He took stock of prepa-
rations and inspected the
arrangements at the rally

venue, and thereafter took
a meeting of the party
workers. While encourag-
ing the party workers, MP
Vijay Baghel said that for-
tunately they were fortu-
nate to have been given the
responsibility to make
arrangements for the pro-
gram in spite of very busy
schedule. He called upon
them to unite in making
this program a success.

The BJP government at
the Center has set a new
direction in the develop-
ment of the country.
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has cracked down on
terrorism in the country,
Article 370 has been re-
moved, one crore houses
are being constructed
under the Pradhan Mantri

Awas Yojana, and free
treatment upto Rs 5 lakh is
being provided under
Ayushman Bharat, gas
cylinders have been pro-
vided to 9 crore people
under the Ujjwala scheme,

and last but not the least
through surgical strike,
India showed the courage
to take on the enemy by
entering the house and use
of modern as well as tradi-
tional means of fight.

Earlier there were new
scams in the Center under
Congress but now a cor-
ruption-free India is being
built. Under PM Kisan
Yojana, crores of farmers
of the country get finan-
cial benefits.

The government gives a
total of six thousand ru-
pees to the farmers in a
year. The Primie
Minister's meeting will
pave the way for BJP's vic-
tory. He further urged
them to fill the shortcom-
ings that occurred in
Ferozpur due to the con-
spiracy by Punjab
Government. MLA Saurav
Singh and office bearers
and workers of the organi-
zation were also present
on this occasion.

Special combing operation 
executes 51 pending warrants

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Feb 13: Durg Police
conducted a special comb-
ing operation this weekend
against the absconding
warrantees and managed
to trap 51 of them. With
this, Durg Police executed
51 permanent warrants in
a single day. Officers / per-
sonnel of various police
stations were involved in
this campaign. One of the
arrested accused was want-
ed in a 20-years-old war-
rant. On February 12,
Deputy Inspector General
of Police and Senior
Superintendent of Police
(Durg) Badri Narayan
Meena had instructed all
the gazetted officers of
District Police to make spe-
cial efforts for execution of
pending warrants.

Acting on the instruc-
tions, Additional
Superintendent of Police
(City) Sanjay Kumar Dhruv
and Additional
Superintendent of Police
(Rural) Anant Kumar su-

pervised a special cam-
paign which was led by all
the CSPs, DSPs, SDOPs in
their respective areas.
Teams of various police sta-
tions led by SHOs conduct-
ed the drive and searched
for the absconding accused.
Under this campaign, four
warrants were executed by
City Kotwali Durg, 3 by
Padmanabhpur Chowki,
seven by Mohan Nagar
Police Station, seven by Old
Bhilai Police Station, one
by Kumhari police station,

3 by Nevai police station, 4
by Supela, 4 by Jamul, 4 by
Chhawani, 8 by Khursipar,
2 by Amleshwar, 2 by Utai
and 2 by Smritinagar
Chowki. A total of 51 per-
manent warrantees of vari-
ous offenses were arrested
within 12 hours and after
execution of the pending
permanent warrants, the
arrested accused were pro-
duced before the concerned
court. During this cam-
paign, Police succeeded in
arresting the absconding

accused of the crime regis-
tered in the year 2001 in the
Police Station Durg. Many
other old pending perma-
nent warrants have been
executed under the cam-
paign. As per the instruc-
tions of Deputy Inspector
General of Police and
Senior Superintendent of
Police (Durg), the special
campaign will continue
against warrantees by a
special team under the
guidance of gazetted offi-
cers in the district.

Nine vehicles recovered
from notorious bike-lifters

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Feb 13: Police
have arrested two notori-
ous bike-lifters and have
recovered seven stolen mo-
torcycles and two stolen
scooters from their posses-
sion. The accused have
been involved in various
crimes since childhood. A
number of offences are
registered against them in
various police stations.

While addressing media
persons here at the Police
Control Room on Sunday,
ASP (city) Sanjay Dhruw
informed that a few days
ago Vaishali Nagar Police
Station had received a
complaint regarding theft
of a Honda Activa scooter.
While investigating the
case, police collected infor-
mation about the habitual
offenders who were active
in Vaishali nagar area and
came to know that a noto-
rious thief S Sachin alias
Zehar was frequently seen
in Camp-1, Ramnagar and

adjoining areas of
Vaishali nagar Police
Station. The suspect was
an accused of about 13 of-
fences registered in vari-
ous police stations.

He had spent several
years in remand home as
well as Jail. He frequently
changed his whereabouts
and did not use mobile
phone. Police started
searching for him and acti-
vated the network of in-
formers. Acting on a tipoff,
police arrested him from
an abandoned building
surrounded by bushes be-
hind Indira Nagar College.
His accomplice Kishan

Banjare was also arrested
from that place.

During sustained inter-
rogation, they confessed to
have lifted a number of ve-
hicles from different
places. They conducted
recce and targeted the ve-
hicles parked in lonely
places. They used a master
key to open the vehicle
locks. They had concealed
the stolen vehicles at some
place. Police recovered
nine stolen vehicles from
their possession. The ac-
cused further disclosed
that after stealing the vehi-
cles, they used to change
the registration numbers.

Police are trying to search
the actual owners of the
vehicles on the basis of en-
gine and chassis numbers.
The accused further in-
formed that they were in-
volved in crimes since
childhood and had spent
several years in Child
Remand Home as well as
Jail. They had realised
that the criminals often
get trapped if they stay at
the same place or use a
mobile phone. For this rea-
son only, they used to fre-
quently change their loca-
tions and did not use mo-
bile phones.

Police have booked the
accused S Sachin alias
Zehar (21) son of Shiv
Kumar a resident of
Sangram Chowk, Camp-1
and Kishan Bajare (20) son
of Budharu Ram Banjare
a resident of Wambay
Awas Colony, Vaishali
nagar in connection with
six different cases regis-
tered under sections 457,
380, 456, 294, 506, 34 of IPC.

Vijay Baghel inspects arrangements at
Jalandhar for PM’s physical rally

Home Minister Tamradhwaj Sahu releases calendar 

BSF rescues road mishap victims in remote area
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Feb 13: The
Border Security Force de-
ployed in the insurgency
hit areas of Kanker are
not just fighting the red-
rebels but are also helping
the people in distress. The
force is always ready to
help the people in trouble.
One such incident oc-
curred late evening on
February 11.

A rashly moving Bolero
Pickup truck (CG08-AK-
4175) met with an accident
on the road connecting
Antagarh to Narayanpur
in Kanker. The accident
site was about 600 meters
from the 11th BSF
Battalion's Company
Operated Base in
Bharenda.

BSF team responded im-
mediately after receiving
information about the ac-

cident around 20:50 hrs on
February 11. BSF rescue
team rushed to the spot,

which is a hilly area sur-
rounded by thick forests.

About 27 people were

travelling on this Pickup
vehicle out of which seven
passengers including
three women had suffered
fatal injuries while 12 oth-
ers had suffered minor in-
juries.

11th Battalion
Commandant Kuldeep
Singh, Medical Officer Dr
Irshad, medical staff and
jawans reached the spot
and rescued the accident
victims. After administer-
ing first-aid, they shifted
the injured passengers to
Narayanpur District
Hospital in the ambulance
of BSF.

BSF is not only display-
ing its professional capa-
bilities in tackling the
naxal menace but is also
committed to help the soci-
ety in adverse situations.

BMM organises ‘60 Minutes Stock
Trading’ online programme 

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  FFeebb  1133::  The Commerce
Department of Bhilai Mahila
Mahavidyalaya (managed by
Bhilai Education Trust) organized a
student development programme
"60 Minutes Stock Trading" on the
online mode for the UG and PG
courses students of the college.
On this occasion, Dr Sandhya
Madan Mohan, Principal of the col-
lege, while introducing the sub-
ject, encouraged the participants
and threw light on the importance
of the programme. 

The coordinator of the pro-
gramme was Sanjay Ashtikar,
Senior Manager-IBS, Raipur, who
gave complete information about
stock trading to the students and
explained how to invest through

small savings. The guest speaker
was Amit Kumar, Consultant and
Advisor Stock Broking Raipur, who
showed the live share trading of
Mumbai Stock Exchange to the
participating students and through
it showed the students how the
price changes per second in the

stock market in shares of reputed
companies. He also explained how
we should buy and sell the shares
of a company. In the end, he also
answered questions of the curious
students related to the subject.  

Earlier, Dr Bharti Verma, Head
of the Department of Commerce
and Convenor of the programme,
welcomed all the guests, intro-
duced them, and also encouraged
the students to participate in such
programs. The programme was
conducted by co-convener Dr M
Madhuri, who thanked all the
guests, principal, and the manage-
ment at the end of the program.
Dr Rajshree Sharma, Dr Nidhi
Monika Sharma, Dr Alpana
Sharma, Priya Agarwal, and
Vaishali Sahu of the Commerce
Department were present. 

City youth feed and 
vaccinate stray dogs 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Feb 13: Steel City
youth have taken initiative
to feed and vaccinate the
stray dogs. They observed
"The Day for Dogs 101" this
Saturday. The team of
Shreyasurya Mishra and
Chhattisgarh Animal
Savior jointly conducted a
Vaccination and Feeding
Campaign on this day.

Shreyasurya Mishra
said that it was an amazing

day and they had a good ex-
perience of working with
the people who showed
their love towards stray
animals and supported our
NGO.

They provided food to
more than 150 stray dogs
and vaccinated more than
60 puppies with the Anti-
rabies vaccine. 60 members
from Nerdy Academy par-
ticipated in the campaign.

Such a huge and enthu-
siastic participation in the

Campaign indicates good
will for the near future.
Animal Savior team was a
part of this campaign to
guide the members, help
them to make the cam-
paign successful and to
leave a good mark for other
people.

They hope to conduct
more campaigns in future
for animals and to guide
people to showcase their
love, care and support to-
wards stray animals.
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DUST AND POLLUTION

With digging for laying of pipeline going on in different wards of city, the roads have
turned into pollution zone posing lots of problems to two-wheeler riders.

PLASTIC WASTE

The denizens visting city’s Marine Drive (Telibandha Pond) are openly throwing 
plastic waste and others on the pathway built for walking and relaxations to citizens.

Sexual and Reproductive Health Awareness Day held

Raipur, 13: Sexual and
Reproductive Health
Awareness Day was cele-
brated in Government
Higher Secondary School,
Bhansoj, on Saturday. The
day is celebrated on
February 12 every year
globally to create awareness
on sexual and reproductive
health. A signature cam-
paign-cum-awareness-pro-
gram was organized by the
State Health and Family
Welfare Department in col-
laboration with Centre for
Advocacy and Research
(CFAR) in which adolescent
girl students participated.

During the program, ex-
perts had a freewheeling in-
teraction with the partici-

pating girls – aged 11 to 19
years— discussing sexual
and reproductive health, as
well as the bodily changes
during and after puberty.
Topics such as menstrua-
tion and the related precau-
tions and habits, benefits of
nutrition, importance of

cleanliness and mental
health and prevention of
sexual abuse were also dis-
cussed.

Ritu Parihar, supervisor,
Integrated Child
Development Services
(ICDS), said that girls are
the future of the country

and the foundation of mak-
ing this future beautiful and
strong has to be laid during
adolescence. Therefore,
children, parents and teach-
ers should take special care
that all aspects related to
their health — sexual and
reproductive health being
key areas – do receive the
due importance. She en-
couraged the girls to be-
come more forthcoming
and vocal about these is-
sues. “Health-related prob-
lems can be aggravated and
have serious consequences
if they are ignored at a
young age. Therefore, girls
should not hesitate to share
these things openly with all
the members of the family
including male members.
With the increasing use of
mobiles, adolescent girls
can become victims of cy-

bercrime too. said Ms.
Parihar.

Dr. Roshni Ratre of
Bhansoj Primary Health
Centre explained to the chil-
dren about the proper use
and disposal of sanitary
pads and also about issues
related to menstruation in-
cluding excessive bleeding,
irregular menstrual cycles,
and genital infections. The
girls also put forward their
questions and received im-
portant tips. Important in-
formation related to drug
de-addiction was also
shared with them. School
Principal Keshav Ram
Bandhe, Vice Principal,
Vandana Patil, Community
Health Officer Pratima
Bandhe and representatives
of CFAR, Chhattisgarh,
were also present in the pro-
gram.

Children in need of care and protection identified 

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Feb 13:
According to the order of
the Supreme Court, the
National Commission for
Protection of Child Rights
inspected many places in
the city to comply with the
directions issued regard-
ing the Street Situation of

Children in letter and 
spirit.

Ms Anshu Sharma and
Ms Pooja Punetha, the ad-
visory duo who came from
New Delhi to Raipur held
a discussion with the rep-
resentatives of District
Child Protection Unit,
Special Teen Police Unit,
Health Department, Labor
Department, Education

Department, Child Line,
NSS Scouts, NCC and local
urban bodies on February
9 regarding Street
Situation of Children.
Subsequently the 22-mem-
ber inter-departmental
rescue team constituted by
the District Programme
Officer visited Various
hot-spots of Street
Situation of Children

(Children in need of care
and protection) like Ghari
Chowk, Bus Stand,
Railway Station, Kamal
Vihar, Pachpedi Naka,
Gudhiyari, Chuna Bhatti,
Amlidih, Marine Drive,
Rajendra Nagar, Sai
Mandir, Katora Talab,
Jaistambh Chowk, Kali
Bari etc and identified 20
such children. Of them

four were presented before
the Child Welfare
Committee. Keeping in
view the best interest of
these children, 2 girls were
provided protection and
shelter in Open Shelter
Home, Marine Drive
Telibandha and 2 boys in
Government Children’s
Home (Boys) Mana Camp.

The children in need of
care and protection will be
identified with visit to var-
ious urban areas of the
district as well as in rural
areas by the said team
while conducting rescue
operations continuously.
Such children will be pre-
sented before the Child
Welfare Committee. Such
children will be covered
under the schemes run on
the Central and State level
for their benefit.

Action on 48 fertilizer centers in 9 districts

Raipur, Feb 13: The joint
team of Agriculture and
Revenue Department con-
ducted surprise inspec-
tion of shops and centers
of 92 fertilizer sellers in
Bemetara, Rajnandgaon,
Raipur, Janjgir-Champa,
Gariaband, Durg,
Balodabazar, Dhamtari
and Kabirdham to ensure
availability of fertilizers
at reasonable prices to the
farmers. Action has been
taken at 48 centers for ir-
regularities found in the
sale of fertilizers. The li-
censes of three fertilizer
centers in Balodabazar

district have been sus-
pended by the team.

According to the infor-
mation received, inspec-
tion was conducted at 20
centres in Gariaband dis-
trict. Show-cause notices
were issued to 18 of them
for irregularities in the
sale of fertilizers.
Accordingly the team im-
posed ban on sale in these
centres. Similarly, 08 cen-
ters were inspected in
Bemetara district, out of
which 2 were issued
show-cause notices with
ban on sale for irregulari-
ties.

In Raipur and Janjgir
district, 15 and 05 centers
were inspected respec-
tively. Show cause notices
were issued to 5 centres in
Raipur and 2 in Janjgir
with ban on sale due to ir-
regularities. In Durg dis-

trict, 07 centers were in-
spected, out of which
show cause notices were
issued to 03 centers. One
centre was issued show
cause with ban on sale.

Similarly, 04 centers
were inspected in
Rajnandgaon district, in
which show cause notices
were issued to 03 centres.
In Balodabazar district,
18 centers were inspected,
out of which action was
taken for suspension of li-
cense at 03 centers and
show cause notices were
issued to 09 centers.
Moreover ban was im-
posed on sales for 21 days
at 03 centres. Inspection
was also conducted at 10
centres in Dhamtari dis-
trict and 05 centers in
Kabirdham district,
where no irregularities
were found.

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Feb 13: Today at
the 26th episode of month-
ly radio programme
‘Lokvaani’, Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel addressed
the people of the state on
the topic “Sugam Udyog,
Vyapar-Unnat Karobaar”,
elaborating over the ease of
doing business created in
the state. Today’s episode
of ‘Lokvaani’ was aired
from 10.30 am to 11 am
from all the AIR centers,
FM radio and regional

news channels in
Chhattisgarh.

Chief Minister Baghel
said that Chhattisgarh has
a favorable environment
for industry, trade and
commerce. Baghel invited
investors from across the
country and the world to
visit Chhattisgarh, and see
how the vision of ‘Nava
Chhattisgarh’ is being real-
ized in this state full of pos-
sibilities, with its industry-
friendly, business-friendly,
trade-friendly, consumer-
friendly, pro-tourism and
pro-employment policies.
Baghel said that the State
Government has always
encouraged the works
which promote economic
activities that create better
employment opportunities.

In the today’s episode of
Lokvaani, Baghel said that
our forefathers have envi-
sioned Chhattisgarh state
without any problem of
unemployment. To realize
this vision, our govern-
ment has taken a number
of initiatives to ensure
livelihood and employment
opportunities for everyone
in the state.

Baghel further said that
as a result of our decisions
and initiatives, rural econ-
omy is strengthening and

flourishing in the state
while industry and com-
merce sector is also getting
benefitted. He added that
as Chief Minister, he had
announced the industrial
policy 2019-2024, in which
food, ethanol, electronic,
defence, medicine and
solar energy based new in-
dustries have been given
preference. We aim to pro-
mote the service sector and
tourism sector in
Chhattisgarh as well.
Provision has been made to
provide industrial invest-
ment incentive for the 16
services, under MSME
Service Category, includ-
ing electronic vehicle
charging station, Service
center, BPO, 3D printing,
seed grading and others.
Chief Minister said that
during the COVID crisis,
we have observed that
many medical equipments

can be manufactured on a
local level, hence invest-
ment incentives have been
provisioned for these in-
dustries as well. Land lease
rate in industrial areas has
been reduced by 33%.
Rules have been made to
convert the land allotted in
industrial areas and the
land allotted outside the in-
dustrial areas (upto 10
acres) from lease-hold to
freehold, and notification
has been issued in the con-
text. As a result of these ef-
forts, 1715 new industries
have been established in
Chhattisgarh in three
years, wherein Rs 19 thou-
sand 500 crores have been
invested and as many as
33000 people have been pro-
vided employment.
Moreover, 149 MoU have
been signed, under which
Rs 74 thousand crores will
be invested and 90 thou-
sand people will get em-
ployment. We have signed
MoU with 18 investors for
investment of Rs 3300
crore, which will create
employment for more than
two thousand people. We
have also asked Central
Government for permis-
sion to produce ethanol
from paddy, if we get the
permission, we would be

able to utilize the bumper
production of paddy in a
proper way to produce
ethanol on a large scale.
This would generate em-
ployment for a large num-
ber of people and would
also help in providing bet-
ter value of crops to the
paddy producing farmers,
thereby improving their fi-
nancial condition, said
Chief Minister.

State Government has
identified the land plots in
110 development blocks for
the establishment of food
parks. Special packages for
scheduled castes, sched-
uled tribes, women, agri-
cultural producer groups,
third-gender people have
been included in the indus-
trial policy. Earlier, the pol-
icy had no provisions for
Other Backward Classes
but now 10 percent plots
are being reserved for OBC
category, which will be
made available at 10 per-
cent rate of the land premi-
um rate and 1 percent land
rent. Chief Minister has re-
quested people of all the
sections of society to take
advantage of the new op-
portunities of employ-
ment, self-employment and
entrepreneurship in the
state.

Better environment for Industry, trade and
business has been created in Ch’garh: CM

Special emphasis
on providing better
employment oppor-
tunities and pro-
moting economic
activities in the
state

1,715 new indus-
tries established in
Ch’garh in three
years: investment
of more than 
Rs 19,500 cr and
employment creat-
ed for nearly 33
thousand people

Surprise inspection
of 92 fertilizer cen-
ters by Agriculture
and Revenue staff
team

After inspection 
to several places 
in city

2 girls sent to open
shelter home,
Marine Drive
Telibandha and 2
boys sent to Govt
Children’s Home
(boys) camp

Raipur, Feb 13:
Chhattisgarh on Saturday
reported 754 new COVID-
19 cases, taking the tally to
11,45,694, while 13 deaths
in the past 24 hours
pushed the toll to 14,001,
an official said. The posi-
tivity rate, or cases detect-
ed per 100 tests, of
Chhattisgarh was 2.69 per
cent as of Saturday, he
said.

The number of recover-

ies reached 11,23,498 after
115 people were dis-
charged from hospitals
and 895 completed home
isolation during the day,
leaving the state with 8,195
active cases, the official
said.

“Raipur recorded 105
cases, followed by Durg 69,
Bilaspur 61, Balrampur
52, Korba 48, Kanker 37,
Mungeli 36, Janjgir-
Champa 22 and Raigarh 15

among other districts.
With 28,062 swab samples
examined during the day,
the number of COVID-19
tests in the state went up
to 1,67,03,203,” he added.

Chhattisgarh’s coron-
avirus figures are as fol-
lows: Positive cases
11,45,694, new cases 754,
death toll 14,001, recovered
11,23,498, active cases
8,195, today tests 28,062,
total tests 1,67,03,203.

Ch’garh logs 754 COVID-19 cases, 13 fatalities

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Feb 13: The work
on the Gudhiyari-Gogaon
Railway Under Bridge on
the Urkura-Sarona bypass
rail line is expected to be
completed in the next six

months. The Public Works
Department has hired a
contractor to build this
under-bridge. VB
Properties and
Infrastructure has been
terminated for negligence
in work, slow progress and
indifference in work de-
spite several notices.

An acceptance letter has
also been issued to new
contractor after floating a
tender. M/s Bansal
Infrastructure Private
Limited will now carry out
remaining work of
Gogaon Under Bridge. The
department has set a tar-
get six months period to
complete the work.

CK Pandey, Engineer,
Public Works Department,
Bridge Division, Raipur,
told here that the work of
constructing an under
bridge at Gogaon Gate on
the Gudhiyari-Gogaon rail
route was assigned in May
2016 to VB Properties and
Infrastructure. The work
agency was to complete
the work in 12 months in-
cluding rainy season. Due
to delay in removal of en-
croachments at the work
site, the deadline for the
contractor to build
Gogaon underbridge was
extended till January 2018.

The work could not be
completed within this

time period due to paucity
of manpower, lack of re-
quired resources and lack
of skilled technical staff
by the work agency. Due to
non-availability of neces-
sary technical equipment
and staff for box pushing
in the underbridge, the
work could not be done as
per the action plan.

Pandey said that due to
slow pace of work, care-
lessness and non-comple-
tion of work as per plan in
stipulated time frame, no-
tices were also issued to
M/s VB Properties and
Infrastructure from time
to time but the company
did not take any positive

action to complete the
work of Gogaon
Underbridge on time. The
company could complete
construction of only five
boxes and partial work of
approach road towards
Gogaon. The company has
done only 39 per cent of
the work so far.

Pandey said that due to
slow pace of work, apathy
and not making expected
progress in the construc-
tion of Gogaon under-
bridge even after several
notices, the contract of
the company has been ter-
minated by the Public
Works Department,
Bridge Division in the

month of last December.
An amount of Rs 87 lakh
is also being recovered
from the company. The se-
curity deposit of Rs 51
lakh of the company will
also be confiscated.

Pandey said that the
tender was invited again
for the remaining work of
the under bridge. The new
tender costing Rs 10 crore
28 lakh has been accepted
by the administration in
January 2022 itself and
the acceptance letter has
been issued to the new
contractor Bansal
Infrastructure Pvt Ltd.
Pandey said that the work
order will be issued to the

Gogaon underbridge work to be completed in next six months
Old contractor ter-
minated with con-
fiscaton of security
deposit of Rs 1
crore 38 lakh 

Issue of acceptance
letter to new con-
tractor

In Govt HS School,
Bhansoj 



CENTRAL CHRONICLE, MONDAY, FEBRUARY 14,  2022

ILLEGALLY PARKED

Vehicles are being parked illegally in the cycle zone demarcated near Garden at Civil
Lines and still no action is being taken.

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Feb 13: In the
today’s episode of
Lokvaani, Chief Minister
Baghel emphasized on the
ease and convenience cre-
ated in Chhattisgarh for
establishment of the in-
dustries. Certainly the pa-
rameters to analyze the
‘ease of doing business’ in
a state or a country are de-
termined by World Bank.
Chief Minister said he is
glad that Chhattisgarh has
made it to the top six states
of the country in terms of
‘Ease of Doing Business’.
Industries Department is
providing 56 services on-
line through a single win-
dow system. Under e-dis-
trict system, as many as 82

services (from shop regis-
tration to business license)
have been made online.

We have eliminated the
mandate of annual renew-
al every year under the
Gumashta Act, for the con-
venience of small traders.
E-Manec portal is being
operated to bring trans-
parency in government’s
p ro c u re m e n t - re l at e d
works. In this way, a
favourable environment
for industry, trade and
commerce has been creat-
ed in the state. As a result,
people are saving time,
money and energy, as they
do not have to go all the
way to government offices
to get their work done, and
they can focus more on
their business.

Lifted ban on sale and
purchase of small plots

We lifted the ban on sale
and purchase of small

plots of land to create bet-
ter business and employ-
ment opportunities. After
which, transaction of 2
lakh 87 thousand land
plots took place. Besides
the seller and the buyer,
the transaction of land
plot also benefits the devel-
oper, while creating em-
ployment opportunities
for masons, labourers, car-
pentars, electricians etc,
and providing business to
the sellers of cement, iron
and construction materi-
als. This money flows to
the market, improving the
overall economy.

Chief Minister Baghel
said that during COVID-
crisis, we have not only
helped the labourers of
Chhattisgarh to return
home but also served the
labourers from other
states passing through
Chhattisgarh. We had pro-

vided food, accommoda-
tion, and quarantine facili-
ties in villages, besides the
test and treatment facility.
These measures of State
Government were appreci-
ated at the national-level.

Announced policy for
migrant workers

Meanwhile, State
Government had also an-
nounced policy for mi-
grant workers. And then
notification for
Chhattisgarh Migrant
Workers Policy 2020 was
issued. Under this policy,
online registration of
the returned migrant
workers was done and
arrangement were made
for online maintenance
of migration register.
State Government is
conducting schemes for
the welfare of workers in
both organized and un-
organized sectors. Skill

development facilities
are also being provided
to the workers to en-
hance their traditional
skills with new knowl-
edge.

E-shram portal has
been created by the
Government of India for
the registration of unor-
ganized workers.

And we have secured
the third position in the
country by registering 64
lakh workers on this por-
tal. We have extended
the retirement age of
workers from 58 to 60
years under the
Factories Act. Apart
from this, two new
schemes have been an-
nounced on the occasion
of 26 January. ‘Chief
Minister Labor Resource
Center’ will be estab-
lished at district head-
quarters and block level.

Ch’garh makes it to top six states of country: CM
In terms of Ease of
Doing Business

Central Chronicle News

Bilaspur, Feb 13: With the
efforts and the able leader-
ship and efficient guidance
of the Vice-Chancellor,
Professor Alok Kumar
Chakrawal, a one day inter-
national webinar was or-
ganized on the topic
“Latest research for the
empowerment of rural
people”on February 11, by
the Department of Rural
Technology and Social
Development of the
University.

In this international we-
binar, a special lecture was
given by Professor Craig
Montell of the University
of California, USA and
Professor Sunil Ontru,
Senior Scientist, National
Dairy Research Institute,
Karnal, Haryana. In the be-
ginning of the program,
Dr. Pushpraj Singh, Head
of the Department told at
this international webinar

about the various experi-
ments done on mosquitoes
to prevent mosquito-borne
diseases in rural environ-
ment, and appraised about
the latest researches on
milk production.

Describing the research
of Professor Craig Montell
as very useful for the coun-
try, Professor Alok Kumar

Chakrawal, Vice-
Chancellor, Guru Ghasidas
University, and the Chief
Patron of the program,
said that even today in our
country a lot of deaths
occur due to mosquito-
borne diseases therefore,
we will get help in the lat-
est research for its preven-
tion.

Professor BN Tiwari, co-
patron of the program, and
Dean, Interdisciplinary
Education and Research
School, Guru Ghasidas
University, described the
role of National Dairy
Research Institute in the
research being done in the
dairy sector as very effec-
tive. In his address,
Professor Craig Montell,
told that in the process of
mosquitoes recognizing
the human body, infrared
radiation, carbon dioxide
released by humans and
human body temperature
and body odor also attract
mosquitoes. He discussed
in detail the method of re-
ducing the process of mos-
quito bites by modifying

the genes of mosquitoes.
Professor Craig Montell

explained on the basis of
his detailed research how
female mosquitoes are sen-
sitive to humans.
Mosquitoes recognize hu-
mans around them
through olfactory recep-
tors found in their anten-
nae. He told on the basis of
molecular research how
mosquitoes are sensitive to
body temperature, carbon
dioxide of sanitation etc.
He also apprised about his
research work on the com-
plete biological functions
of mosquitoes. He dis-
cussed the new method of
research by discussing
how his research results
would be useful in malaria
prevention programs in
India.

Dr. Sunil Ontru, the sec-
ond speaker of the interna-
tional webinar, informed
about the things to be kept
in mind by our cattle own-
ers to recognize the the
conception stage in the buf-
faloes of Indian breed
and the latest research hap-

pening in that direction.
He has studied the saliva of
buffaloes in the laboratory
with the help of various
latest equipments. From
his research, he has said
that by detecting the gesta-
tion period of buffaloes by
saliva test, they can be
marked for artificial in-
semination. If we inform
our farmers about this sub-
ject, then we will be able to
increase the conception of
buffaloes.

A total of 78 participants
in the above program in-
cluded scientists, scientists
working in research insti-
tutes of National Malaria
Eradication Program New
Delhi and Bangalore, schol-
ars and teachers of
Jawaharlal Nehru
Agricultural University,
Jabalpur (M.P.) and teach-
ers, scholars and students
of Guru Ghasidas
University, Bilaspur. Dr.
Dilip Kumar, Dr. Prasoon
Soni and Sriram Kannan
played a role in the success-
ful conduct of the pro-
gram.

Int’nl Webinar on Modern Research for Rural Empowerment held
At Central
University Bilaspur

Bank of India launches
Branch Adalat

Raipur, Feb 13: Bank of
India launched “Branch
Adalat” Pan India cam-
paign from 31.01.2022 to
05.02.2022 with the objec-
tive of providing relief to
the Borrowers affected by
the Covid pandemic.
Specially small borrow-
ers where outstanding
loans below 25 lakh. It
covered loans under
Agriculture, MSME,
Retail and personal loans.
Total 6,84,000 NPA bor-
rowers were eligible
under this campaign and
availed benefits of the
campaign. Bank could
able to settle NPA Loans
amounting to Rs. 407
crore during this cam-
paign. In view of the good
response, Bank of India
has decided to re-launch
the campaign again dur-
ing the 28.02.2022 to
05.03.2022, to provide fur-
ther opportunity to the
borrowers who could not
avail the benefits or par-
ticipate during the last
Branch Adalat campaign.

Mahak Ali

There is nothing either
good or bad but thinking
made it so. It is in our
hands to hold our destiny.
In reality, we live in a
world where we are more
criticized and less appreci-
ated. People find flaws in
everything you do. They
will snigger when you fall
and will be resentful when
you attain heights. Most of
the time, we fall before
reaching our destination
and then they celebrate.
You feel pessimistic, de-
ceived, tired, as if you are
drained into broken
pieces.

So what is left in 
our hands?

Attitude! Your attitude
towards these issues is
your strength. The way
you choose the words and
speak, the use of tone de-
scribes your attitude.
Attitude has a major influ-
ence in  our everyday life,
and it influences how
things turn out in the fu-
ture. Studies have shown
that how we respond to sit-
uations has an effect on

our perception and not the
actual events or people. If
you have a negative atti-
tude, you pass on negativi-
ty to everything around
you. This can be changed.
A positive attitude per-
haps not solve our issues
but it is a gateway to do so.
By taking a few  steps to-
wardspositivity, one can
counteract and improve
their attitude. You can
turn a sombreattitude into
a more optimistic one by—

Figuring whatprecisely
needs to change– Before
you change anything, you
first need to figure out
what the problem is. Are
you being snappy with
everyone because you are
sleep deprived? Are you
miserable because you are
lonely? Find the culprit of
your bad attitude. When
something is bothering
you and you just can’t put
a finger on exactly what it
is, your attitude remains
negative – until you figure
it out. Once you know, you
can do something about it
and your attitude will
change immediately.

Taking responsibility

of self actions and
thoughts—You are the
controller of your life and
many negative thoughts
and negative situations
you harbor, are influenced
by you. By taking respon-
sibility for your actions,
you can begin to remove
negativity from your life
and create positivity.
Negative thoughts culti-
vate negative actions. If
you decide to have a posi-
tive attitude, you’ll culti-
vate positive changes. For
instance, if you are passed
over for an appreciation at
school, it’s not necessarily
because your teacher does-
n’t like you – it could be re-
lated to your performance.
Instead of blaming it on
your teacher, talk to her or
about how you can im-
prove and then actively
make changes.

Switching our outlook
about a situation – If you
have a nagging issue that
doesn’t go away, instead of
caving yourself into your
bad attitude; try to consider
different aspects of the sit-
uation too. After all, the
way we encounter a hap-

pening is the way we end
up feeling. For example, if
you feel like you have too
much to do at school,
rather than complaining,
and wish it to go away, look
at the extra work as a chal-
lenge. Imagine the splendid
feeling that you would
come across after getting
through all this work and
have your head above
water again. Then, with
your new positive attitude,
attack your workload with
enthusiasm. Find various
ways to approach negative
experiences, and you will
come out with a more posi-
tive attitude.

Not allowing pessimism
to overcome you —Having
a positive attitude doesn’t
mean that you ignore real-
world challenges or events
in your life. Rather, it
means you don’t let them
take over your life and
drain your emotional ener-
gy. Life is too short to let
negative events control
your attitude. Recognize a
negative event, debrief it
mentally, and then see the
next event as something
completely different and

new. An example of this
may be having a small dis-
agreement with your par-
ents in the morning. This
could ruin your entire day
–if you let it. So it is the key
to mentally debrief and
move on so that your atti-
tude improves and allows
you to have a great day.

Allowing more space
to positive talk – If you
want to change your bad at-
titude, change your nega-
tive talk. Instead of saying
that you can’t finish some-
thing in time, say  I can fin-
ish this portion of the proj-
ect on time. Instead of sulk-
ing over not being invited
to a party by your friend,
think to yourself, now I
have some extra time for
myself or to work on my in-
terests. These are just  dif-
ferent way of looking into a
situation and they will get
your brain moving in a
more positive direction.
The words you use have a
major impact on your atti-
tude and emotional outlook
– so choose to make them
positive. Renounce the
Expectations – Negativity
often begins with expecta-

tions of yourself or others.
Letting go of unrealistic or
negative expectations will
not only help you change
your attitude, but it will
also create a positive envi-
ronment. Accept that noth-
ing is perfect. Imperfection
adds character and letting
go of any expectations of
perfectionwill help you
focus on the positive in any
person or situation.
Whenever something bad
happens, forget it as much
as possible – and then ac-
tively imagine things you
want it to happen.
Likewise, if a person says
something negative, con-
sider it briefly – and then
let it go.

In conclusion , attitude
comes down to choice , one
can choose whether to have
a good or bad attitude , and
whether the external
things can affect attitude or
not. A bad attitude results
inbad outcomes , a good at-
titude results in good out-
comes and great attitude re-
sults in great outcomes.
Remember Attitude is
everything! (As part of
Intership prog.)

Reverberating the Correct Attitude…
Simran franklin Augustine 

Have you ever thought
about why we young-
sters have so much trust
issues? We say we start
trusting people when
they be like “just keep
trying”. But if this real-
ly happens why can’t we
still trust? The answer is
just simple; we cannot
forget what the other
person did to you in the
past. You cannot forget
that traumatized memo-
ry until you forgive the
person behind it.

So, let’s forgive and
forget, as forgiveness
isn’t weakness. A weak
person can never forgive
anybody because it
takes a lot of strength
and courage to do so. It’s
not like that you’re for-
giving because you’re
weaker than them, but
it’s actually that you are
strong enough and un-
derstands that every-
body makes mistakes
and no one is perfect in
this world.

Forgiveness is easy
but sometimes it be-

comes hard. You know
what it means to forgive
with all your heart?
When the person in
front of you takes the ad-
vantage of your kind-
ness and makes the
same mistakes again
and again knowingly
but still you be like “let
it be, its still the person I
care”, and still forgive
them.

Nelson Mandela said,
“resentment is like
drinking poison and
then hoping it will kill
your enemies”. Don’t
hold grudges, it will only
make your life bitter, in-
stead try to forgive.
Forgiveness is not what
you do for somebody
rather it’s like giving
gifts to yourself like men-
tal peace and freedom. If
you expect forgiveness
then do the same, be-
cause you will reap what
you sow’. “Parents are
the best image of forgive-
ness”, every time they
forgive us and forget
what we did.

(As part of intern-
ship prog.)

Let’s forgive and forget….!!

DDhhaammttaarrii,,  FFeebb  1133::  Parents
forum of the region have
opined for fast reopening of
schools, as Covid 19 patients
have fallen crest in the past
few days. The parents forum
have for the same submitted
a memorandum to the
District Collector asking for
reopening of the academic
session, as they collectively
expressed that the schools
remain closed while other
commercial and trade point
including malls and ,markets
are open seven days a  week. 

Parents, Rajkumar, Pawan
Kumar, Geetanjali and oth-
ers have also opined that if
religious processions, and

marriages have gained the
administrations permission
to function then schools too
should be open as many chil-
dren are vaccinated and the
final exams are round the
corner. 

Online education has
ruined the system of educa-
tion in very young children,
and many have forgotten to
accommodate themselves to
study, they said.

WWhhaatt  OOffffiicceerr  ssaayyss
“As cent percent of the

population is vaccinated,
and Covid graph is decreas-
ing, schools will opened till
further order.” PS Elma,
District Collector

Parent’s forum voice for
opening of schools Central Chronicle News

Koriya, Feb 13: District
Collector Kuldeep Sharma
gave strict instructions to
the Executive Engineer
CSEB to improve the
power system in the dis-
trict in the weekly dead-
line meeting. Taking ini-
tiative in this direction,
the Collector directed to
get the mobile numbers of
all 7 Junior Engineers
written in the Gram
Panchayats of the respec-
tive area of work and to
give information to the
people.

Along with this, he
asked all the SDM and
CEO, Janpad Panchayat to

submit the status report of
the transformer under
their area and will also in-
form that people have con-
tacted the department and

will also submit informa-
tion about the speedy ac-
tion taken by the depart-
ment. Collector Shri
Sharma also instructed all

the officers and employees
of the Revenue
Department to improve
the working style.

Referring to the short-
comings found in the sur-
prise inspection in
Khadgwan SDM and Tehsil
office in the past, he said
that keeping the sensitivity
towards the common peo-
ple, their problems should
be resolved on time. All
tehsils will be inspected
within the next 1 month, he
said. Ensure that the cases
of undisputed conversion,
division and demarcation
are resolved within the pre-
scribed time limit under
the Public Service
Guarantee Act, otherwise

penalty will be imposed on
the concerned revenue offi-
cer, he stressed.

The Collector has in-
structed all the Panchayat
nodal officers to inspect
the Anganwadis between
11 am to 12 noon and the
time has been fixed for dis-
tribution of eggs to chil-
dren in Anganwadis. He
directed the CMHO and the
District Program Officer,
Women and Child
Development Department
for mutual coordination to
give the dosage of
Albendazole and Iron
syrup to the children in
Anganwadi along with egg
distribution.

In the last time limit for

monitoring the attendance
of teachers in schools,
Collector Shri Sharma has
given instructions, follow-
ing which the education de-
partment has started moni-
toring at the cluster level.
Geo-tagged photos are
taken by the teachers while
attending the school and
sent to the cluster level.
Time, location, latitude
and longitude stickers are
displayed inbuilt in geo tag
photos, which gives real
time information. An app
is being developed to up-
load photos showing atten-
dance. So that records can
be kept. Currently moni-
toring is being done
through WhatsApp.

Strict instructions to improve the power supply system in the district

Bilaspur, Feb 13: With the
vision of Honorable Vice-
Chancellor Prof. Alok
Kumar Chakrawal, the uni-
versity is moving towards
setting new standards.
Guru Ghasidas University
has achieved new heights in
the field of academics, re-
search and innovation even
in the adverse circum-
stances of the global pan-
demic Covid-19.

With the able leadership
and efficient guidance of
Honorable Vice Chancellor
Professor Alok Chakrawal,
the Department of Botany,
Guru Ghasidas University
has constituted Plant
Identification /
Authentication Cell for the
identification of plants and
plant organs for various re-
searches under consultancy
work. In various depart-
ments related to biology,
such as zoology, biotechnol-
ogy, rural technology and
development, botany, micro-
biology, medical science,
pharmacology, etc., plants

are used for research work
related to research and re-
search publications. If the
plant has not been certified
before publication from a
proper institution or plant
specialist, then that publica-
tion will not be valid accord-
ing to the established re-
search values. Taking this
matter into consideration,
Associate Professor,
Ashwini Kumar Dixit of
Guru Ghasidas University,
Department of Botany and
Assistant Professor, Shweta
Subramaniam have started
consultancy services. Under
this, a certificate can be ob-
tained for certification of
each plant by paying a fee of
Rs.250 only. If there are
more than 2 samples, then
Rs 200 will have to be paid
per sample. Associate
Professor, Ashwini Kumar
Dixit and Assistant
Professor, Shweta
Subramaniam of the
Department of Botany can
be contacted for the certifi-
cation of plants.

CU launches plant
authentication cell
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Bilaspur, Feb 13: 

In yet another landmark
achievement Bilaspur
Division of South East
Central Railway (SECR)
acquired the freight load-
ing target and recorded
revenue earnings to the
tune of Rs.15795.90 crores
in 244-days about 52-days
ahead of the current finan-
cial year 2021-2022.
Bilaspur Division has
made dedicated, consistent
and disciplined efforts to
get through all the hurdles
even during the adverse
conditions due to Covid-19
pandemic. Various conces-
sions and rebates were also
made available to make
freight transportation at-
tractive. The maximum
share in the incremental
freight loadings include
Coal, Clinker, Iron Ore,
Cement, Steel, Food,
Mineral Oil, fertilizers,
raw materials and others.
Even last year despite
Coronavirus pandemic
when the wheels were
locked, SECR Bilaspur

Division recorded more
loading in comparison to
the corresponding period
in previous years. SECR
also operated special par-
cel and long-haul goods
trains like Anaconda,
Super Anaconda,
Sheshnaag, Super
Sheshnaag and Bahubali
to supply necessary mate-
rials meeting the require-
ments of people across the
country.

It may be noted that
Railway Board (RB) in
order to improve freight
loading and generate rev-
enue income has formed

Business Development
Unit (BDU) in every
Railway Zones. In SECR,
the authorities regularly
interact with the industri-
alists, small scale Industry
owners and also visit their
establishments to redress
the grievances on priority
basis to improve freight
loading. Apart from de-
partmental works, the
BDU team also co-ordi-
nates with the companies,
industrialists, factory own-
ers, small industries and
commercial sectors to im-
prove freight loading and
special discounts offered

by Railways. Also in the
existing network, the
speed of freight trains im-
proved significantly saving
cable costs to all stakehold-
ers. As a result of all these
efforts, the freight traffic
in the division is showing
healthy performance in
revenue earning. The
achievement of BDU can
be gauged with the fact
that in last few months
Bilaspur Division regis-
tered additional freight
loading with more than 87-
percent speed increase of
trains compared to last
year. Bilaspur Division is
also constantly working
for infrastructure develop-
ment like doubling and
tripling of sections, fourth
line, laying new tracks, in-
frastructure development
and more sidings for load-
ing. Divisional Railway
Manager (DRM) Alok
Sahay greeted all the offi-
cials and employees for
this achievement and en-
couraged them to further
improve their performanc-
es.

LANDMARK ACHIEVEMENT

SECR Bilaspur Division achieves freight target

Sukma, Feb 13: 

State Industries
Minister Kawasi Lakhma
laid the foundation stone
for the construction of a
bridge over Phool River.
The 96 meter bridge to be
built on Phool River will
strengthen the medium of
traffic on Pedaras to
Doleras road. During this,
Chitrakot MLA  Rajman
Benjam, Sukma District
Panchayat President
Harish Kawasi, District
Panchayat member
Phuleshwari Baghel,
Chhindgarh Janpad
Panchayat President Devli
Bai Nag, Pedaras Gram
Panchayat Sarpanch
Hungaram Banjami,
District members, public
representatives and a
large number of villagers
were present.

Industries Minister
Kawasi Lakhma ad-
dressed the meeting or-

ganized on the occasion
said that the development
of roads, bridges and cul-
verts is the primary re-
quirement in the develop-
ment of rural areas,which
is being completed
promptly by the govern-
ment and administration.
He said that earlier vil-
lages like Pedaras, Kunna,
Michwar, Doleras,
Kundanpal and other
nearby villages were in
the grip of Naxalism, but
today there are gleaming
asphalt roads in this area,

and police force for the
safety of the villagers. He
also said that about 20 km
of asphalt road in
Kukanar area has brought
convenience to the resi-
dents here and villagers
now move easily without
any fear. Soon, efforts will
be made to give sub-tehsil
status to Kukanar and
make it a playground.

Addressing the general
meeting, Chitrakot MLA
Shri Rajman Benzam said
that due to Naxal block-
ade, there has been a lack

of education, health facili-
ties and infrastructure
construction in Sukma
district,but today the situ-
ation is changing, roads,
bridge culverts, anganwa-
di buildings, ashram
buildings, tehsil offices
etc. are being built in
Sukma rapidly. Along with
this, to strengthen the trib-
al tradition and faith, an
amount of 5 lakhs is also
being provided for the con-
struction of Devgudi.

He announced to pro-
vide Rs 2 lakh from MLA
fund for the construction
of temple at Pedaras. With
the construction of a
bridge at Pedaras, 10130
villagers of 14 villages in-
cluding Ku Kanar,
Kumharras, Doleras,
Gurbai, Mahima, Malwar,
Katulmari, Homaras,
Chuleras, Jangampal,
Kundanpal, Pandawar and
Hamirgarh will be facili-
tated in movement.

Bhoomi Pujan for construction 
of bridge on Phool River

More than 10000 residents of 14 villages will get benefit

Rajim, Feb 13: 

Maghi Punni Mela,
which is held every year, is
now down 7 days to start.
The fair starts from the
day of Maghi Purnima on
16 February, and continues
till Mahashivratri. During
this, more than 20 lakh
people gather in Maghi
Punni Mela for holy bath,
darshan, worship and visit
the fair, but for the last 2
years, due to Covid pan-
demic the fair saw less at-
tendance.

This year too the fair is
going to be organized
under the shadow of tran-
sition, as there is no spe-
cial enthusiasm among
the people due to corona
infection, rather, there is
concern and fear in the
local residents of the area,
as the fair last year saw
hundreds of people get-
ting infected after the com-
pletion. Since 2001, cultur-
al programs by the govern-
ment to Sant Samagam
Pravachan Kavi
Sammelan, exhibition of
government works have
started, due to which the
population in the fair in-
creases double fold. In this
context, the Public Works
Department from Rajiv

Lochan Mandir to
Kuleshwar Mahadev
Temple, Sant Samagam
Sthal, Nehru Ghat, And
around Anicut a road is
being built by stretching
the sand of the Sangam
River and the width of the
road has been increased
from 12 meters to 15 me-
ters this year too.

Manish Sahu, Deputy
Engineer, Public Works
Sub-Division, Rajim, said
that according to the in-
structions of the Minister,
3 meters wide road is
being built this year as
compared to last year.
Pipelines are being laid at

two places and the width
of the road near the
pipeline will be 6 meters.
Road laying work is being
done by Division
Dhamtari towards Nehru
Ghat, Sub-division
Abhanpur and Lomash
Rishi Ashram and Sant
Samagam Sthal. 25% road
laying work has been done
by Rajim sub-division.
And the work is progress-
ing at a brisk pace.

SDO of Water Resources
Sub-Division Homesh
Nayak informed that two
bathing pools of 100/50
meters are being built for
the holy bath of the devo-

tees, whose depth is 3 feet.
Last year 100 cusecs of
water was released from
Sikasar reservoir for holy
bath and for this reason,
this year also water has
been kept by storing it
near Kopra and Navagaon
Anicket. SDO of Public
Health Engineering Sub-
Division Rajim AL Sheikh
said that bore has been
done at four places for the
supply of drinking water
to the people of the fair.
And 8500 meters of
pipeline is being laid in
the entire fair site. 125 toi-
lets will be constructed,in
which 26 tanks are also to

be made and more than
300 taps will be installed.
The Forest Department
has an important respon-
sibility, but here its work
is nowhere to be seen.
Forest Range Officer SS
Tiwari said that according
to last year demand for
firewood, Bamboo and
Balli have not been re-
ceived. Dal Bhaat Center
will be opened in the fair.
For this, the demand for
rice has been made by the
Department of Fertilizers,
which has not yet been re-
ceived. Tiles are being laid
by the tourism depart-
ment in the platform near

the site.
This year the width of

the platform has been in-
creased, so that the artists
do not face any kind of
problem in performing.
The sand leveling is being
done with tractors for the
audience gallery just in
front of the main stage.
Duty of 1000 one thousand
police force will be im-
posed for the fair.
Superintendent of Police
Jhadu Ram Thakur told
that 1000 police force will
be arranged in the fair, in
which two additional SP,
14 DSP, 20 TI, 25 ASI, and a
demand for 200 women po-
lice has been placed.

At the same time, in
order to avoid overcrowd-
ing in the fair, a police
post will be made tem-
porarily at three places on
the Rajim to Gariaband
road and at one place on
the Chura and
Fingeshwar road. 120
CCTV cameras will be in-
stalled in the fair venue. In
this fair, the officers of 3
districts make arrange-
ments, including
Gariaband district, the of-
ficials of Raipur and
Dhamtari districts are
also engaged in finalizing
the preparations.

War footing preparations underway for Maghi Punni Mela 

Konta, Feb 14: Under the
directions of Sukma
District Collector Vineet
Nandanvar, Konta SDM
Bansingh Netam made a
surprise inspection of var-
ious offices operated
under Konta block on
Friday and took action
against the officers who
were absent in the office
from 10 am on the time
fixed by the government.
He inspected the District
Panchayat Office Konta,
ICDS Office, Block
Education Office, Tehsil
Office and SDM Office
Konta. During this, Konta
District CEO Kailash
Kashyap was also present.
On the instructions of
Collector Vineet

Nandanwar, the Revenue
Officer and Head of Office
are inspecting various of-
fices regularly. Officers
are taking stock of the dis-
cipline, punctuality and at-
tendance of the employees
in the offices and are tak-
ing action against the offi-
cers who are late or absent
as per the rules. In this
episode, SDM Konta
Bansingh Netam made a
surprise inspection of var-
ious offices under Konta
block. He perused the at-
tendance register of the of-
fice. During this, he is-
sued show cause notices to
14 officer employees who
were unauthorizedly ab-
sent from the office. In
which -3 from Block
Education Office, -5 from
District Panchayat Office
Konta, -1 from ICDS Office,
-1 from Tehsil Office, -2
from Block Education
Office and -2 from SDM
Office. It is to be known
that the time has been
fixed by the state govern-
ment in all government of-
fices from 10 am to 5:30 am.
In case of violation of in-
structions, action will be
taken against the con-
cerned officer/employee
as per rules.

Notice to 14 officer 
employees for late in office

Korba, Feb 13: 

A cleanliness campaign
cum drive was started in a
very effective manner,
here in Korba city under
the guidance of Mayor
Rajkishore Prasad and
Commissioner Prabhakar
Pandey, who themselves
took to the road and coor-
dinated the cleaning work.

The drive has been un-
dertaken in a bid to ensure
cleanliness of the city by
the Municipal
Corporation of Korba
from February 10 to
March 31, 2022.The Mayor
and the Commissioner
along with the entire team
took a walk around the
township, encouraging the
cleaning workers of the

corporation and the offi-
cers involved in the clean-
liness work and guided
them for better cleanliness
work. During the cleanli-
ness drive, complete clean-
ing of roads, drains etc.
and cleaning of grass,
bushes etc. growing on the
side of the road, and im-
mediate lifting and trans-
portation of waste was

done as a campaign. After
20 years, slabs of drains
were cleaned and covered
near Murarka petrol
pump, similarly, at other
places, the surface of the
drains was cleaned by re-
moving the slab and the
waste accumulated in the
drains was taken out over
the years. Taking serious
note of littering, on a

empty plot, Commissioner
instructed the officers to
impose fine on the spot, on
which a fine of Rs 10,000
was imposed on the con-
cerned person.

Similarly, a waste dis-
posal fee of Rs.1010 was
also imposed on Mehr
Vatika located at Durpa
Road, while a penalty of
Rs.1750 was imposed for

dumping C&D waste by
three other persons. AK
Sharma, Vinod Shandilya,
Akhilesh Shukla, Tapan
Tiwari, Health Officer Dr.
Sanjay Tiwari and Sunil
Verma, Estate Officer
Sridhar Banafar, Assistant
Engineer DC Sonkar,
Yogesh Rathore, Vivek
Richaria, Rakesh Masih,
Revenue Officer Anirudh
Singh, Raj Bahadur Singh,
KS Kshatriya, Rahul
Mishra, Ashwani Das, HR
Baghel, Vinod Gond, P.I.U.
Gaurav Singh, Shilpa
Rathore and other officers
of the corporation, mem-
bers of voluntary organi-
zations, cleanliness com-
mandos and residents of
the corporation participat-
ed in the cleanliness work.

Cleanliness campaign cum drive inaugurated

Khairgarh, Feb 13: 

Post Graduate College
Chhindwara Department
of English on Friday or-
ganized a webinar on
“Culture, Memoir and
Literature: A Historical
Perspective.” Indira Kala
Sangeet Academy
U n i v e r s i t y ( I G K S U )
Khairagarh Registatr cum
HoD English Professor ID
Tiwari had addressed the
webinar on the subject.
In his address, Professor
ID Tiwari said it’s the
Dharma of author to com-
pile the thoughts into a

memoir. The cultural val-
ues can’t be conveyed to
masses without setting a
narrative of the thoughts.
A person can serve the hu-
manity by expressing spir-
itual wisdom inherited
from cultural heritage.
Humanity is keeping liter-
ary values alive.
Chief Orator, Jijabai
Government Girls’
College Indore’s Professor
of English Ashok
Sachdeva addressed that a
story weaves multiple
views into one thread. A
principle is formed when
different pearls of

thoughts come together.
Principal Dr Amitabh
Pandey said by applying
the eternal wisdom re-
ceived from traditions we
can find solution to pres-
ent problems. Webinar
convener HoD (English)

Professor Dipti Jain said
literature, memoirs and
culture helps us under-
stand each other’s per-
spective. Professor Amar
Singh described memoirs
and literature like a medi-
cine attesting to the
human life.
Professor Gopiwala
Dahariya said any litera-
ture is a description of
contemporary society and
it guides the future gener-

ation. Professor P Sanesar
said called literature an
invaluable treasure of
ages, for which the future
generation will be indebt-
ed. Professor Navneet
Kaur said each person ex-
press itself by contextual-
izing the past incidents.
Professor Sanjay Alonkar
said inspiration from lit-
erature helps in building
career. Dr Shubhra
Tiwari and Dr Hema
Malini presented their re-
search papers to give
thoughts of each partici-
pant a direction at the we-
binar.

IGKSU Registrar address webinar on 
‘Culture, Memoir and Literature: A Historical Perspective’

 It’s dharma of author
to compile thoughts
into memoir



PROTEST AGAINST HIMANTA

Youth Congress activists burn effigy of Assam CM Himanta Biswa Sarma for his remark on Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi, at Kargil Chowk in Patna, Sunday.
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BRIEF
Peddlers
 Mumbai: Two drug

peddlers were nabbed
from Maharashtra’s
Dhule district days
after 23 kg ganja was
seized from Mumbai.
The duo was brought to
Dindoshi in Mumbai
for interrogation.
Earlier this week, offi-
cials of the Dindoshi
police station had ar-
rested three persons
with 23 kg cannabis, he
said, adding that the
names of the duo were
revealed during the in-
terrogation of the trio.
Two peddlers are work-
ing for a syndicate.

Rescued
 Jammu: A young

woman was rescued
within 24 hours of her
abduction in Poonch
district of Jammu and
Kashmir. A man
lodged a complaint at
Mendhar police sta-
tion, stating that his
daughter was alleged-
ly kidnapped by a
youth from Danote vil-
lage of Balakote. He
said police lodged an
FIR and a special team
was constituted which
arrested the accused,
Mohd Sajid and res-
cued the woman.
Further investigation
is in progress.

Assault
 New Delhi: A 38-year-

old ex-serviceman has
been arrested for al-
legedly assaulting a
woman and extorting
money from her
friend in a park in
Dwarka in Delhi by
posing as a policeman.
The accused has been
identified as Rajesh
Kumar, a resident of
Najafgarh. He is a re-
tired army personnel
and currently em-
ployed as a wrestling
coach on contractual
basis with the
Haryana government.
Acomplaint was re-
ceived regarding as-
sault.

Case
 Thane: Police have

registered a case
against a 55-year-old
man for allegedly
treating patients by
using the degree of a
dead doctor here in
Maharashtra. The ac-
cused, Vinod Rai, had
studied only till Class
10 and was treating
patients at a hospital
in Ulhasnagar town
since the last two
years on the registra-
tion of a doctor who
died in 2019.

Poachers
 Jammu: Four poach-

ers, including a vil-
lage defence commit-
tee (VDC) member,
were arrested for al-
legedly shooting dead
a ‘Sambar deer’ in a
forest area in Reasi
district of Jammu and
Kashmir. VDC Special
Police Officer (SPO)
Krishan Singh, who
was involved in the
crime, was arrested
and his weapon, a .303
rifle, was confiscated
and seized.

Held
 Noida: A woman in

Uttar Pradesh’s
Greater Noida has
been arrested along
with her live-in part-
ner and two other
men for allegedly
killing her husband
and setting the body
on fire in a bid to
hide evidence. The
woman, who had sep-
arated from her hus-
band in 2018, had her-
self called up the
emergency number
to inform about inci-
dent, claiming her
husband had been set
on fire by unidenti-
fied persons inside
his home, the offi-
cials said.

New Delhi, Feb 13 (PTI):

A Parliamentary panel
has expressed anguish
that the public image of
police across the country
is negative and police are
often seen as insensitive
towards the common man
and vulnerable sections.

The Parliamentary
Standing Committee on
Ministry of Home Affairs,
headed by Congress
leader Anand Sharma,
also noted with concern
that corruption com-
plaints were filed against
some IPS officers.

The committee notes
with anguish that the pub-
lic image of police
throughout the country is
more on a negative side, it
said in its report submit-
ted to the Parliament this
week. The panel said the
police are often seen as in-
sensitive towards the com-
mon man and vulnerable

sections. While there is no
denying the fact that vari-
ous reasons could be at-
tributed to such behav-
iour on the part of the po-
lice, emphasis on right
training in this regard is
one of the ways to develop
such attributes in the po-
lice personnel, it said.

The committee said it is
of the considered view
that the shift from an enti-
tlement-based approach to
a rights-based approach is
needed for a positive
change in the attitude of
police personnel.

The committee, there-
fore, recommended that
training institutes should
ensure that inculcating

soft skills in police person-
nel must always be the pri-
ority and focal point of
their training modules. It
also noted with concern
the corruption complaints
against some IPS Officers.

The committee, there-
fore, recommended that
the faculty members of
the Sardar Vallabhbhai
Patel National Police
Academy, Hyderabad,
where IPS officers are
trained, should chalk out
a programme during the
lean period of their train-
ing calendar to visit the
districts and assess the
performance of the proba-
tionary officers at the
ground level.

In view of the commit-
tee, this would provide a
practical assessment of
the shortcomings and la-
cunae which could be
eliminated through fur-
ther improvement in the
training modules.

Police seen as insensitive
towards commoners: Par panel

Corruption complaints against IPS officers

Agartala, Feb 13 (PTI):

With a year left for elec-
tions to the sixty-member
assembly in Tripura, a
new equation is emerging
in the state with the resig-
nations of two BJP MLAs
from the Tripura assem-
bly and their subsequent
decision to join the opposi-
tion Congress.

It seems the grand old
party is trying to stage a
comeback in the state
which it ruled at one time,
much to the chagrin of not
only BJP which wants a
Congress Mukt India, but
also to its progeny the
Trinamool Congress
which has vowed to come
to power in Tripura in the
2023 state assembly elec-

tions. Buoyed by its amaz-
ing success over BJP in
the last assembly elections
in West Bengal, TMC’s
Abhishek Banerjee had
last year claimed his party
would form the govern-
ment in Tripura after the
2023 state assembly elec-
tions.

TMC’s claims of being
the only real opposition to
the BJP by attracting

Congress dissidents from
the party in Meghalaya,
Tripura and even in Goa
seems to be slowly un-
winding at least in
Tripura as the Congress
claws back towards a re-
vival course.

Speculation was rife
that rebel BJP MLAs
Sudip Roy Barman and his
close associate Asish Saha
would join TMC after com-

ing out of the saffron
camp. However, after their
resignations they flew to
Delhi to meet Rahul and
Priyanka Gandhi and re-
joined the opposition
Congress party.

Barman and Saha were
ex-Congress leaders who
had joined BJP with much
fanfare at one time.
Consequently, the ‘Ghar
Wapsi’ (return home) was
a bit of a surprise for
many.

Sources said two other
legislators from BJP also
met Rahul and Priyanka
Gandhi and expressed
their interests in joining
the Congress after a few
months due to some tech-
nical reasons.

The BJP-IPFT alliance
which came to power in
2018 by ending 25 years of
CPI(M) rule secured 44
seats (BJP, 36 and IPFT
eight seats).

Congress gets boost from BJP dissidents in Tripura 

Congress members at a rally in Agartala on Sunday.

 CPI(M) has 
adopted wait and
watch’ policy

Srinagar, Feb 13 (PTI):

The security cover of
four former Jammu and
Kashmir chief ministers
has been scaled down fur-
ther with the Union
Territory administra-
tion’s decision to stop de-
ployment of jammers and
ambulances during their
movement within
Srinagar district, accord-
ing to officials.

Veteran politician and
Lok Sabha member
Farooq Abdullah, was
seen offering prayers at
the famous Hazratbal
shrine and Dasgeer Saab
in downtown Srinagar
but there was neither an
ambulance nor were

there jammers, which,
among other things, also
blocks signals in cases
where terrorists have
planted an improvised ex-
plosive device that can be
triggered by remote con-
trol. The ambulance is
provided to attend to med-
ical emergencies during

travel. However, the offi-
cials, said during inter-
district movement of for-
mer chief ministers
Farooq Abdullah,
Ghulam Nabi Azad, Omar
Abdullah and Mehbooba
Mufti jammers and ambu-
lances will continue to be
deployed.

No jammer, ambulance 
facilities for former J-K CMs

Dr Farooq Abdullah paid obeisance at Dastagir shrine,
Dargah Hazratbal.

 After losing SSG
cover

Dhuri, Feb 13 (PTI):

At Benra village in
Punjab’s Dhuri, as a group
of residents eagerly
awaits AAP’s chief minis-
terial face Bhagwant
Mann to stop by on his
campaign trail, a budding
singer sings for them, ask-
ing for votes for the party
to save the state.

Outside the Benra
Cooperative Agricultural
Service Society office in
the village, elderly male
villagers sitting on a ce-
mented floor and women,
some along with kids, on a
cotton carpet laid on the
road listen to a local AAP
leader slamming political
rivals for “looting” the
state over the last several
years. “Oh Jatta, vote
(Bhagwant) Mann nu pa
deen, Je Punjab bachauna

hai (farmer, vote for
Bhagwant Mann if
Punjab is to be saved),”
the 19-year-old singer goes
on, seeking to highlight
corruption, rising debt
and the drug menace in
the state.

The wait ends as
Mann’s cavalcade rolls
down the road surround-
ed by wheat and mustard
fields and enters the vil-
lage. Benra was the first
village Mann visited on
his campaign trail.

Standing out of the sun-
roof of his car, Mann
greeted the local people
with “Bole So Nihal Sat
Sri Akal” as many held
out mobile phones to
record videos.

“Vote for ‘Jharoo’
(broom, the AAP’s poll
symbol) on February 20.
Our button is in third
place (on the EVM) but we
will come first (victorious
in elections),” Mann told
the gathering on a mike.

After his brief address,
the cavalcade leaves for
another village.

At the next stop on the
trail, Mann and his friend
and Punjabi movie actor
Karamjit Anmol sang a fa-
mous song of poet Sant
Ram Udasi, and said, “A
new sun will rise in
Punjab on March 10
(counting day).

Bhagwant Mann asks people to vote for AAP 
Many in Dhuri call for change

AAP’s Dhuri candidate Bhagwant Mann interacting with a
supporter during a rally.

Bhubaneswar, Feb 13 (PTI):

Union minister
Bishweswar Tudu on
Sunday said he is hopeful
that the Centre will give its
nod for turning the now-
defunct Armada Road
Airstrip in Odisha’s
Mayurbhanj district,
which was operational
during World War-II, into a
modern airport. Making
an aggressive pitch for its
revival, Tudu said the
airstrip is located 225 km
from state capital
Bhubaneswar and only 90
km from the Kalaikunda
air force station, and can
be used for commercial
and defence purposes.

I have taken up the mat-
ter with Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh and Civil
Aviation Minister
Jyotiraditya Scindia. Both
of them have found the
place suitable for a modern

airport as it is strategically
located, Tudu told PTI over
phone.

A team of experts from
the Airports Authority of
India has already visited
the site, and we are hopeful
that the authorities will
soon accord a no-objection
certificate , said the Union
minister of State for Tribal
Affairs and Jal Shakti. The
1,000-acre piece of land in
Rasgovindpur block falls

under the purview of the
defence ministry and it
needs to be handed over to
the civil aviation ministry,
he said. The Armada Road
Airstrip, once it turns into
an airport, will cater to an
estimated 82 lakh people,
mostly in north Odisha,
south Bengal and east
Jharkhand. Tudu said the
proposed airport will also
address the requirements
of key institutions like the

Integrated Test Range at
Chandipur in Balasore dis-
trict and IIT-Kharagpur in
West Bengal. If the airstrip
becomes operational, it
can be used for both com-
mercial and defence pur-
poses, akin to the airports
in Pune and Guwahati, he
said. The Rasgovindpur
Airstrip (as it is known
today) has a short but se-
cret illustrious history ,
which has never been
made public, said war his-
torian Anil Dhir, adding, it
had the longest runway in
Asia, over 3.5-km long .

Today, if you look at the
silent runway lying mostly
vacant apart from a few
odd cows grazing, it would
be difficult to associate the
airport with activities of
any kind. But, this airstrip
played a very important
role in Indian defence dur-
ing World War-II, Dhir
said.

Hope for turning Odisha’s WW-II airstrip into modern airport

Airstrip in Mayurbhanj.

MMaallaappppuurraamm,,  FFeebb  1133  ((PPTTII)):: A
mild fever, snake bite or any
other ailment, and residents of
tribal colonies in the forested
interiors of Malappuram district
in Kerala need no longer panic
trying to find transportation to
the nearest clinic or wait for the
government’s mobile dispensary,
instead they can seek help of the
health volunteers in their com-
munity who have been trained as
the first point of contact to pro-
vide basic medical aid in such cir-
cumstances. These trained
health volunteers would use digi-
tal thermometers, blood pressure
(BP) machines and pulse oxime-
ters to check those who are ill
and will relay their findings over
the phone to the doctors who
would then advise the further
course of action. This way, the
inhabitants of these tribal ham-
lets would not have to resort to
their ages-old, and sometimes

misconceived, modes of treat-
ment or wait for the govern-
ment’s mobile dispensary or
arrange for a vehicle to go to a
hospital in the city. Keeping in
mind these challenges faced by
the residents of the tribal com-
munities, like Cholanaikkar, Kattu
Naicker and Paniyar, the
Kudumbasree organised a pro-
gramme — ‘Suraksha’ — to train
select individuals from there in

basic first aid, including CPR, fire
and rescue as well as use of
devices like thermometers,

oximeters, BP
machines and
COVID prevention

kits. Dr Aswathi
Soman, Medical

officer at the Government
mobile dispensary in Nilambur
here, who conceived the training
programme, told PTI, that the
objective behind the training pro-
gramme was to avoid unneces-
sary visits to hospitals and to also
empower the tribal communities.
She said that the training would
help create a team of health vol-
unteers, in each of the tribal set-
tlements, who can check blood
pressure (BP), fever levels, oxy-
gen saturation of anyone feeling
sick and fatigued and relay the
same to the doctors from inside
the forests over the phone for fur-
ther action or treatment.

Youth from tribal hamlets being
trained as health volunteers

BBeennggaalluurruu,,  FFeebb  1133  ((PPTTII))::

The joint session of the
Karnataka Legislature that will
begin from Monday is likely to
be rocked by the ongoing Hijab
row and related law and order
situation in the state, allega-
tions of kickbacks by contrac-
tors association and Mekedatu
project implementation issue,
among others. The 10-day ses-
sion that will go on till February
25, will begin with Karnataka
Governor Thaawar Chand
Gehlot addressing the joint sit-
ting of members of both
Legislative Assembly and the
Council on the first day.
This will be Gehlot’s first
address to the joint session,
after taking over as the
Governor in July, last year.
Speaker Vishweshwar Hegde
Kageri said that after several
years, the Governor will take
the grand steps of the Vidhana

Soudha to enter the legislative
assembly chamber, the venue
of the joint session. The ses-
sion is expected to be stormy
as the principal opposition
party, the Congress is likely to
corner the government on sev-
eral issues, including the hijab
controversy, and the related
law and order situation, with
protests in this regard turning
violent in some parts. The row

has already taken political
colour, as the ruling BJP stood
strongly in support of uniform
related rules followed by edu-
cational institutions, calling
the headscarf, a religious sym-
bol, while the opposition
Congress has come out in sup-
port of Muslim girls. Both par-
ties have even blamed each
other for the issue being esca-
lated into a major controversy.

Stage set for joint session of
Karnataka legislature amid Hijab row

Karnataka Vidhana Soudha, Bengaluru.
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Once Lebanon’s center of glamour,
Hamra Street goes dark

Beirut, Feb 13 (AP):

From his small music
shop on Beirut’s Hamra
Street, Michel Eid wit-
nessed the rise and fall of
Lebanon through the
changing fortunes of this
famed boulevard for more
than 60 years.

Hamra Street was the
center of Beirut’s glamor
in the 1960s and 1970s,
home to Lebanon’s top
movie houses and the-
aters, cafes frequented by
intellectuals and artists,
and shops selling top inter-
national brands. It saw a
revival the past decade,
thriving with internation-
al chain stores and vibrant
bars and restaurants.

Now many of its stores
are shuttered. Poverty-

stricken Lebanese and
Syrian refugees beg on its
sidewalks. Trash piles up
on its corners. Like the
rest of Lebanon, the eco-
nomic crash swept
through the street like a
destructive storm. At 88
years old, Eid remembers
the bad times, during
Lebanon’s 1975-1990 civil
war, when Hamra saw
militias battling, assassi-
nations at its cafes and, at

one point, invading
Israeli troops marching
down the street. Nothing
was as bad as now, Eid
says.

‘We have hit rock bot-
tom,’ he said. Few cus-
tomers come to his Tosca
Music Shop and
Electronic Supplies,
which sells records and a
variety of electronic
clocks, calculators and
watches.

German Chancellor travels
to Russia, Ukraine

Berlin, Feb 13 (AP):

German Chancellor
Olaf Scholz is flying to
Ukraine and Russia this
week in an effort to help
defuse escalating tensions
as Western intelligence of-
ficials warn that a Russian
invasion of Ukraine is in-
creasingly imminent and
Germany has called on its
citizens to leave Ukraine
as quickly as possible.

Ahead of his first visits
as chancellor to Kyiv on
Monday and Moscow on
Tuesday for meetings with
the Ukrainian and
Russian presidents, Scholz
has renewed his warning
to Russia, as well as his ad-
vocacy of continuing
diplomacy in multiple for-
mats. It is our job to en-
sure that we prevent a war
in Europe, in that we send
a clear message to Russia
that any military aggres-

sion would have conse-
quences that would be
very high for Russia and
its prospects, and that we
are united with our allies,
Scholz told the German
parliament’s upper house
on Friday. But at the same
time that also includes
using all opportunities for
talks and further develop-
ment, Scholz said.

Russia has concentrated
more than 100,000 troops
near Ukraine’s border and
launched a series of mili-
tary maneuvers in the re-
gion, but says it has no
plans to invade the nation.

Moscow wants guaran-

tees from the West that
NATO won’t allow
Ukraine and other former
Soviet countries to join as
members, and for the al-
liance to halt weapon de-
ployments to Ukraine and
roll back its forces from
Eastern Europe. The US
and NATO flatly reject
these demands.

Scholz has repeatedly
said that Moscow would
pay a high price in the
event of an attack, but his
government’s refusal to
supply lethal weapons to
Ukraine or to spell out
which sanctions it would
support against Russia
have drawn criticism
abroad and at home and
raised questions about
Berlin’s resolve in stand-
ing up to Russia.

Germany’s reluctant po-
sition is partly rooted in
its history of aggression
during the 20th century
when the country’s own
militarization in Europe
during two world wars led
many postwar German
leaders to view any mili-
tary response as a very

last resort. Despite this
historic burden, experts
say it is of utmost impor-
tance now that Scholz
stresses Germany is in
sync with its European
and American allies, espe-
cially when he meets with
Russian President
Vladimir Putin.

Scholz has to convey a
very clear message in
Moscow, and it can really
only be: There is unity and
oneness in the Western al-
liance. There is no possi-
bility of driving a wedge
into the Western alliance,
and that must be under-
stood in Moscow. I think
that’s the most important
message he has to convey
there,” said Markus
Ziener, an expert with the
German Marshall Fund.

At the same time, he has
to make it clear that the
costs are high, Ziener
added. That’s basically the
message that is most likely
to catch on in Moscow as
well. So a military inva-
sion of Ukraine has signif-
icant consequences for
Russia.

VOLCANO VISIT

People visit mount Tangkuban Parahu volcano in Subang Indonesia on Sunday.

BRIEF
Lowers

Istanbul: Turkey’s
president announced
a significant reduc-
tion in taxes on basic
food supplies as the
country faces ram-
pant inflation and nu-
merous protests over
eroding living stan-
dards. President
Recep Tayyip
Erdogan said the
value-added tax would
be lowered to 1% from
8% on food purchases.
His decision will be
published in the
Official Gazette and
go into effect this
week. He said these
foods play a signifi-
cant part in inflation.

Arrive
Dubai: US F-22 fighter
jets arrived in the
United Arab
Emirates, part of an
American defence re-
sponse to recent mis-
sile attacks by
Yemen’s Houthi rebels
targeting the country.
The Raptors landed at
Al-Dhafra Air Base in
Abu Dhabi, which
hosts some 2,000 US
troops. American sol-
diers there launched
Patriot interceptor
missiles in response
to the Houthi attacks
last month, the first
time US troops have
fired the system.

Criteria
Cairo: Germany’s top
diplomat said that
human rights criteria
will be at the center of
her new government’s
international arms
sales, including to
Egypt, a major im-
porter of German
weapons. Foreign
Minister Annalena
Baerbock said a bill
being introduced this
year will also impose
restrictions in order
to ensure that
weapons will not be
sold to crisis-hit areas
except in exceptional
circumstances. She
did not elaborate on
the mechanisms.

Blast 
Beijing: At least one
person was killed and
42 others injured
when a bus exploded
in Shenyang City in
northeast China’s
Liaoning Province.
Two of the injured
sustained critical in-
juries. Local police
said the incident hap-
pened at the junction
of Huanghe Street
and Ningshan Road in
Shenyang’s Huanggu
District. An investiga-
tion into the cause of
the incident is under-
way. Witnesses said
they heard a loud
bang due to the explo-
sion.

Online
Columbus:
Republican state law-
makers across the US
are trying to require
schools to post all
course materials on-
line so parents can re-
view them, part of a
broader national push
by the GOP for a
sweeping parents bill
of rights ahead of the
mid-term congres-
sional elections. At
least one proposal
would give parents
with no expertise
power over curricu-
lum choices. Parents
also could file com-
plaints about certain
lessons in school dis-
tricts.

Fire
Barcelona: A fire in a
Barcelona hotel forced
at least one person to
leap to safety out of a
third-floor window.
Spanish emergency
services said the fire
injured nine people,
including one in criti-
cal condition.

Olaf Scholz

Michel Eid, 88, works in his music shop, on Hamra street, in
Beirut, Lebanon.

Caracas, Feb 13 (AP):

Venezuelan opposition
parties staged one of their
largest rallies since the
coronavirus pandemic
erupted, hearing calls for
unity to end more than
two decades of socialist
governments, though they
were outnumbered by a
pro-government demon-
stration elsewhere in the
capital.

Juan Guaido, the former
congressman who three
years ago proclaimed him-
self Venezuela’s legiti-
mate leader, urged the
hundreds who gathered in
Caracas, the capital, to
unify and push for an

early presidential election
ahead of the currently
scheduled vote in 2024.

‘This free and fair elec-
tion ... will not come for
free. It will not be a gift
from the dictatorship. It
will not be a gift from
those who have hijacked
power,’ Guaido said. ‘We
commit ourselves to fight,
to organize every corner of
Venezuela.’ He urged op-
position activists to em-
brace a ‘key pillar ... that
has given us the victory in
the past: unity.’ Guaido’s
speech followed a brief
march by members of sev-
eral opposition parties,
some of whom had come
from distant cities.

Venezuelan opposition
gathers to hear call for unity

Singapore, Feb 13 (PTI):

Singapore’s Health
Minister has said that
15,000-20,000 infections per
day is something within
expectations in the city-
state and the recent rise in
COVID-19 cases was not
unexpected given that the
Omicron variant is highly
transmissible.

Singapore reported
10,505 new COVID-19
cases, the fourth time this
week that daily infections
have exceeded the 10,000
mark. It also reported
eight deaths linked to the
virus. “Omicron is highly
transmissible so reaching
15,000-20,000 or more is

something within our ex-
pectations. So far, it’s been
that. It’s been staying
around 10,000 for some
days, which gives us some
comfort,” Channel News
Asia quoted Health
Minister Ong Ye Kung as
saying.

Despite the increase in
cases, Ong noted that the
city state’s healthcare sys-
tem is still holding up.

“But as we have men-
tioned many times, the top
line is much less impor-
tant. The top line is impor-
tant in the sense that we
know where we are on the
epidemic curve, that is
still important informa-
tion.

Singapore HealthMin says COVID-19
cases within expectation

Aceredo, Feb 13 (AP):

Roofs peeking out of the
water have become a com-
mon sight every summer at
the Lindoso reservoir in
northwestern Spain. In es-
pecially dry years, parts
would appear of the old vil-
lage of Aceredo, sub-
merged three decades ago
when a hydropower dam
flooded the valley.

But never before has the
skeleton of the village

emerged in its entirety in
the middle of the usually
wet winter season.

With almost no rain for
two months and not much
expected any time soon,
the ruins of Aceredo are
dredging up a mix of emo-
tions for locals as they see
the rusted carcass of a car,
a stone fountain with
water still spouting and

the old road leading to
what used to be the local
bar. The whole place used
to be all vineyards, orange
trees. It was all green. It
was beautiful,” said 72-
year-old Jose Luis Penin,
who used to stop at the bar
with pals at the end of a
day’s fishing. Look at it
now, said Pen n, who lives
in the same county, point-
ing at the cracked, yellow
bed of the reservoir. It’s so
sad.” While the arid zones
of the Iberian Peninsula
have historically experi-
enced periods of drought,
experts say climate change
has exacerbated the prob-
lem.

Dry winter drains reservoirs,
ruins crops in Spain, Portugal

Cairo, Feb 13 (AP):

Sudan’s top general has
lauded recent ties with
Israel, saying that intelli-
gence sharing between the
two former adversaries
helped arrest suspected
militants in his country.

The two countries nor-
malized relations late in
2020 as part of a series of
US-brokered deals be-
tween Israel and four Arab
countries. Israel and

Sudan have since crafted
security and intelligence
relationships that have
seen officials exchange
meetings repeatedly in
unannounced trips.

Gen. Abdel-Fattah
Burhan, head of the rul-
ing Sovereign Council,
said exchange of intelli-
gence has enabled Sudan
to dismantle and arrest
suspected militant groups
in Sudan that could have
undermined the security

of Sudan and the region.
Speaking in an an inter-

view with Sudan’s state-
run TV aired, Burhan said
it is legitimate for
Sudanese security and in-
telligence agencies to have
ties and exchange visits
with Israel.

He insisted his coun-
try’s relations with Israel
are not of a political na-
ture, saying that no senior
Sudanese official has yet
made a visit to Israel.

Sudan’s top general lauds recent ties with former foe Israel

Windsor, Feb 13 (AP):

Protesters opposed to
COVID-19 vaccine man-
dates and other restric-
tions withdrew their vehi-
cles from a key US-
Canadian border bridge
though access remained
blocked while other
demonstrations ramped
up in cities across Canada,
including the capital,
where police said they
were awaiting more offi-
cers before ending what
they described as an ille-
gal occupation.

The tense standoff at
the Ambassador Bridge
linking Detroit and
Windsor, Ontario, eased
somewhat early in the day
when Canadian police per-
suaded demonstrators to
move the trucks they had
used to barricade the en-
trance to the busy interna-
tional crossing.

But protesters recon-
vened nearby with rein-
forcements and were still
choking off access from

the Canadian side,
snarling traffic and com-
merce for a sixth day.
About 180 remained in the
sub-freezing cold.

In Ottawa, the ranks of
protesters swelled to what
police said was 4,000
demonstrators. The city
has seen that on past
weekends, and loud music
played as people milled
about downtown where
anti-vaccine demonstra-
tors have been encamped
since late January.

Early, crews lined con-
crete traffic barricades be-
tween behind a line of po-
lice officers that stretched
across the main highway
leading to the foot of the
Ambassador Bridge in
Windsor. Officers later
withdrew behind the bar-
ricades which separated
them from protesters.
Barricades also were
placed along some side
streets. Police vehicles had
been parked at those
streets, preventing motor

vehicles from entering the
highway.

The protests at the
bridge, in Ottawa and else-
where have reverberated
outside the country, with
similarly inspired convoys
in France, New Zealand
and the Netherlands, and
the US Department of
Homeland Security
warned that truck convoys
may be in the works in the
United States.

An ex-Cabinet minister
in Canadian Prime
Minister Justin Trudeau’s
government took the un-
usual step of calling out
her former federal col-
leagues as well as the
province and city for not
putting an end to the
protests. ‘Amazingly, this
isn’t just Ottawa. It’s the
nation’s capital,’
Catherine McKenna tweet-
ed. ‘But no one — not the
city, the province or the
federal government can
seem to get their act to-
gether to end this illegal
occupation.

Blockades on Canada-US border continue as protests swell

Wellington, Feb 13 (AFP):

Cyclone Dovi caused
power outages, mudslides
and evacuations across
New Zealand on Sunday,
but neither the storm nor
the music of Barry
Manilow could dislodge

anti-vaccine protesters
camped outside parlia-
ment. Instead, hundreds of
protesters — inspired by
the “Freedom Convoy” of
truckers in Canada —
danced in the mud to the
tunes meant to force their
dispersal.

Not even a tongue-in-
cheek offer of help from
singer James Blunt could
end the stand-off in the
capital Wellington, which
entered a sixth day with
no sign of ending.

Deputy Prime Minister
Grant Robertson told
Television New Zealand
there was a “sad element”
to the protest.

“Every New Zealander
has a right to peaceful
protest, the problem is
they have gone well be-
yond that,” he said.

“I do find the rhetoric of
these protests highly dis-
turbing ... there is a sad el-
ement to it, there is a con-
spiracy theory element
that people have been
sucked in by.”

Cyclone, music fail to dislodge New Zealand protesters
Honolulu, Feb 13 (AP):

US Secretary of State
Antony Blinken met his
Japanese and South
Korean counterparts in
Hawaii to discuss the
threat posed by nuclear-
armed North Korea after
Pyongyang began the year
with a series of missile
tests. Blinken said at a
news conference after the
meeting that North Korea
was ‘in a phase of provoca-
tion’ and the three coun-
tries condemned the re-
cent missile launches.

‘We are absolutely unit-
ed in our approach, in our
determination,’ Blinken
said after his talks with
Japanese Foreign
Minister Yoshimasa

Hayashi and South Korean
Foreign Minister Chung
Eui-yong.

He said the countries
were ‘very closely consult-
ing’ on further steps they
may take in response to

North Korea, but didn’t
offer specifics.

The three released a
joint statement calling on
North Korea to engage in
dialogue and cease its ‘un-
lawful activities.’ They

said they had no hostile in-
tent toward North Korea
and were open to meeting
Pyongyang without pre-
conditions.

Hayashi later told
Japanese reporters the
three ministers had ‘very
fruitful’ discussion on the
North. He declined to give
details on additional meas-
ures they may take.

North Korea has a long
history of using provoca-
tions such as missile or
nuclear tests to seek inter-
national concessions. The
latest tests come as the
North’s economy, already
battered by decades of
mismanagement and crip-
pling US-led sanctions, is
hit hard by pandemic bor-
der closures.

US, Japan, South Korea meet to discuss North Korea

Crowd to stay at parliament of New Zealand.

Germany doesn’t
have much leverage
to diffuse tensions

Protesters against COVID-19 restrictions march through
the streets of Montreal.

Hamra remains
busy thoroughfare
during day

People visit the old village of Aceredo.

Half of farms are
threatened by
drought this year

US Secretary of State Antony Blinken with Foreign
Ministers of South Korean Chung Eui-yong (L) and Japan
Yoshimasa Hayashi (R) in Honolulu.



T he impact of climate change
on India's food systems has

been long evident, with about 194
million people struggling for food
and nutritional security today.
Between 2017 and 2019, 18 million
hectares of crop was lost to floods
and 40 percent of food was lost or
wasted post-harvest. More recently,
Covid-19 has exacerbated hunger
and livelihood challenges in the
country. In 2020, India performed
poorly by ranking 94th out of 107
countries on the Global Hunger
Index, with child nourishment falling
rapidly in the last 20 years. Going
forward, tackling the twin challenges
of climate change and food insecuri-
ty will require bold, innovative ap-
proaches. Beyond certain climate
'tipping points', some food systems
will not be able to continue existing
in their current forms. These include
hotspots where severe impacts of
climate change including floods,
droughts and temperature extremes
are already occurring, or are project-
ed for the future.  Food systems in
these hotspots will need to be funda-
mentally transformed to build re-
silience against climate change.

'Transformative adaptation' de-
fined as promoting long-term re-
silience by changing the fundamen-
tal attributes of a system in response
to actual or expected climate change
and its effects could be part of the
answer to this crisis. Transformation
contrasts with incremental adapta-

tion, the currently prevalent practice
of trying to maintain existing food
systems through less dramatic
measures like more drought-tolerant
varieties of familiar crops and more
efficient water management. A re-
cently released report from the
World Resources Institute highlights
three types of actions that can signal
when transformative adaptation in
agriculture is occurring, as well as
examples of such changes in India.
Already, nearly 700 million people in
the world are going hungry, a num-
ber that has climbed by 60 million in
the past five years. Climate change is
helping drive those numbers up and
will likely push more than 100 million
more people, many of them 'farm-
ers, herders and other rural people,'
under the poverty line.  

Up to now, researchers, govern-
ments and agribusinesses have fo-
cused on ramping up agricultural
production to feed the globe's grow-
ing population and on agricultural in-
novations, like crops or livestock that
can better withstand heat, or more
sophisticated systems that use less
fertilizer and water. Those develop-
ments are critical, but the world's
farmers and the research and gov-
ernments that support them need to
embrace broader, more sweeping
shifts. Some areas, including desert
and arid regions or those watered by
melting snowpack, are already being
affected and the problems there will
intensify more quickly.  These 'hot
spots,' as the authors call them, are
in sub-Saharan Africa, coastal re-
gions in Asia and snow-fed parts of
the Himalaya and South America,
but could also include major agricul-
tural regions in the United States.
The first action is the relocation of
entire crop and livestock systems to
different locations. In Himachal
Pradesh, increasing winter tempera-
tures have contributed to a decrease
in apple production. Where local
land tenure arrangements would
allow, farmers have shifted apple
production to higher altitudes with
more suitable temperatures. In lower

altitudes, they are intercropping with
vegetables and fruits such as toma-
toes, peas, broccoli, kiwis, and
pomegranates. In Maharashtra,
farmers in drought-prone regions
have shifted to pomegranates from
grapes due to falling ground water
levels, along with increasing input
costs.

The second type is to align crop
and livestock production to changing
ecosystems and natural resources. In
south Gujarat, many farmers have
shifted to aquaculture. They used to
grow paddy and other crops, saltwa-
ter ingress in fertile soil made it im-
possible for them to continue. The
third action is to adopt new tech-
nologies that change the existing
agricultural production in significant
ways. For example, use of regular
and storm-resistant greenhouses in
India is on the rise. These structures
reduce crop losses that would nor-
mally occur due to water scarcity or
extreme rainfall events. They may
also make it possible for farmers to
produce new types of crops. Despite
these promising examples in which
wealthier farmers have been able to
adopt transformative practices on
their own, such examples are scat-
tered. The poorer, more vulnerable
farmers lack access to resources
such as capital, credit, and informa-
tion required to make such funda-
mental changes.

For transformative adaptation to
be adopted efficiently on a larger
scale, across different geographies
and by vulnerable communities, poli-
cy and institutional support is a
must. Incorporating longer-term
planning based on climate risks, in
consultation with local communities,
can help identify instances where
transformative adaptation is needed.
In addition to credit, technology, re-
silient seeds and livestock, scaling
transformative adaptation may also
require transforming land tenure,
labour, finance, and insurance avail-
ability. Governments need better in-
formation and analyses to identify
tipping points and vulnerable

hotspots so they can plan for trans-
formative adaptation. Globally, influ-
ential organizations like the Food and
Agricultural Organization (FAO) and
Consortium of International
Agricultural Research Centres
(CGIAR) can pioneer research to
build evidence and knowledge to
support such efforts. Rather than
maintaining current systems, trans-
formative adaptation, the authors
say, will mean shifting which crops
are grown where, or hundreds of mil-
lions of people could face 'cata-
strophic hunger.'

Scaling up transformative adapta-
tion will require complementary ef-
forts to shift cultural and behavioural
preferences to encourage uptake
and create market demand for the
new crops. The 'Millet Mission' in
India is an example. The revival of
the hardy, drought-resistant crop,
which is a better fit for increasingly
water-stressed regions, was promot-
ed among farmers, encouraging a
shift away from water-intensive
paddy and maize, across states in
India. This was accompanied by in-
clusion of millet in the Public
Distribution System (PDS), and
awareness drives to change con-
sumer dietary patterns through mil-
let recipe books in local languages
and supporting local centres to cre-
ate millet-based products.
Fundamental shifts away from the
status-quo are always difficult to
achieve, both because of resistance
to change and political sensitivities,
and lack of access to the essential
resources. It is politically convenient
to prioritize actions that provide easy
solutions for the short-term, rather
than decades into the future.
However, tackling climate change
will require trading present benefits
for future gains, and making long
term investments for more resilient
development.

((PPaarrvvaatthhii  PPrreeeetthhaann  wwoorrkkss  wwiitthh  CClliimmaattee
RReessiilliieennccee  PPrraaccttiiccee  aanndd  NNaammrraattaa  GGiinnooyyaa

wwiitthh  EEnneerrggyy  pprrooggrraamm  aatt  WWoorrlldd
RReessoouurrcceess  IInnssttiittuuttee  IInnddiiaa..))

Ways to improve India’s long-term food security
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Hostels issue
Discrimination of female stu-

dents at hostels is a issue high-
lighted by a student. She is right in
expressing her point of view. I re-
ally appreciate her. If the other
students in the same hostel ex-
press their inconvenience and dis-
crimination to their warden, by
this time the timing would have
been changed, as suited to the
convenience of the students, of
the ladies hostel. It is wrong to
discriminate against female stu-
dents in the 21st Century. But it is
happening in our country. Why
hostels, even at home, parents al-
ways go on telling daughters dos
and don'ts, but it is not the case
with sons. I suggest all the hostel
wardens (parents too) not dis-
criminate against female students
in any way. The wardens can fix a
time for students to come back to
the hostel by a certain time, say 9
pm in summer and 8 pm in winter
for both guys and girls. Girls and
boys should be treated equally at
home or at the hostel.

LLaakksshhmmaann  RRaaoo,,  vviiaa  eemmaaiill

Read India
It is welcome to note that the

Union Ministry of Education and
Skill Development has initiated
the 'Padhe Bharat' reading cam-
paign. The 100 Days Reading
Campaign is a vital step in im-
proving students' learning levels
since it fosters creativity, critical
thinking, vocabulary, and the abil-
ity to express oneself verbally and
in writing. It aids children in mak-
ing connections with their sur-
roundings and real-life events. All
stakeholders at the national and
state levels, including children,
teachers, parents, the communi-
ty, and educational authorities,
are encouraged to participate in
the reading campaign. Children
can complete the activities with
the assistance of instructors, par-
ents, peers, siblings, or other fam-
ily members. The need of the
hour is for our society to provide
more resources for reading in
order to improve children's and
teenagers' intellectual abilities,
skills and knowledge.

AAmmiitt  SSiinngghh,,  vviiaa  eemmaaiill

Dirty picture
From mid-December to the last

week of February is pleasant for
sightseeing or enjoying a picnic
trip. The sightseers/holidaymak-
ers take time off their routine life
in these sunny wintry days to go
out for their chosen destination to
tourist spots or picnic sites. On
my recent trip to two places of at-
traction, I returned with a disgust-
ing memory. These sites were lit-
tered with empty food packets,
filths, plastic waste materials and
whatnot. The condition of other
preferred places visited by these
guzzlers wherever you gaze on is
equally despicable. You can hard-
ly stay for moments in such
places for taking outlying views
and enjoying surrounding land-
scapes. A similar dirty picture
also is a common scene at impor-
tant parks and picnic sites, which
especially needs protection and
proper maintenance. Moreover,
currently, a countrywide cam-
paign under the aegis of the
Government of India against sin-
gle-use plastic (SUP) is being car-
ried out to weed out SUP materi-
als by December 2022. The re-
spective state governments ought
to take up the job wholeheartedly
considering the negative impact
of SUP on the environment. It is
high time the appropriate authori-
ties in the concerned State
Governments took strong notice
of goings-on of places of revere
and attraction and came out with
the proper SOP (Standard
Operating Procedure) to strictly
impose them on the tourists and
picnickers. 

PPaannnnaallaall,,  vviiaa  eemmaaiill

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

WHAT THEY TWEET!

aavviirraall  BBhhaattnnaaggaarr
@@aavviirraallbbhhaatt

Cisco's seed round was
$2.5M for 32% Apple's
seed round was $250K for
33% Intel's seed round
was $2.5M for 30% It's
great to see founders
today able to raise more
and/or dilute lesser.
Financing of startups has
come a long way.

MMoonniiccaa  JJaassuujjaa@@jjaassuujjaa
Selective outrage, cherry picking peo-
ple,countries & events to condemn is
the hallmark of complete frauds and
an insult to all Nobel laureates who
have created benchmarks people
aspire to. That's been lowered by
social media hype creating fake war-
riors who do nothing for humanity.

HHaabbiibb  KKhhaann@@HHaabbiibbKKhhaannTT
None of the 9/11 attackers were
Afghans, OBL was found in Pakistan,
but US invaded Afghanistan, and after
20 years handed it over back to
Pakistan. Now Afghans are starving
and the US is distributing Afghan
assets among 9/11 victims. What
about all the Afghans who suffered?

NNiitteeeesshh  YYaaddaavv@@NNiitteeeesshh

Dear Indian media, stop
over glorification of oppor-
tunities abroad. The 1 crore
package in the US roughly
equates to getting 25 lakh
in India. Or you can start
promoting homegrown
startups/businesses when
they offer salaries over 25
lakh in India. That will do

more good!

YYaasshhoovvaarrddhhaann@@yyaasshhooaazzaadd
Crazy excise laws - in the small
lawn attached to bar outside of a
5 star - you can't have beer. We
make things so complicated. It's
taken 75 years to sell beer in
malls. Thank god no constitution-
al bench of SC is examining it.
More laws more violations!

DDrr..  AAjjaayyiittaa@@DDooccttoorrAAjjaayyiittaa
This design of a library in Kansas City, US...

LLeeaarrnniinnggPPooiinntt@@lleeaarrnniinngg__pptt

political/ideolological context aside.
Tamil Nadu got it right by staying
out of the 3-language system. 2 are
more than enough else it eats into
energy required for other subjects.
Millions of kids study Sanskrit in
ICSE/CBSE - has it brought back that
dead patient to life?

T he union government has brought down the ef-
fective duty on crude palm oil import to 5.5 per-

cent from 8.25 percent earlier, a move which will help
control cooking oil prices and support domestic process-
ing companies. Basic customs duty is already nil on
crude palm oil (CPO) and now the Central Board of
Indirect Taxes and Customs (CBIC) through a notifica-
tion has cut the agri infra development cess to 5 percent
from 7.5 per cent. The effective import duty on crude
palm oil will now come down to 5.5 percent, from 8.25 per-
cent, after taking into account agri development cess and
social welfare cess. In a bid to further cool down edible
oil prices and curb hoarding, the union government had
extended stock limits on edible oils and oilseeds till June
30. Besides, the government has specified the stock limits
that have to be imposed by states that have not imple-
mented the earlier order on the limits. In October 2021,
the Ministry of Consumer Affairs had imposed stock
limits till March 2022 and left the decision to states to de-
cide on the stock limits based on available stock and con-
sumption pattern. The country's edible oils import bill
surged 75 per cent to Rs 1,04,354 crore during the first
nine months (April-December 2021) of the current fiscal
from Rs 59,543 crore in the year-ago period, edible oil
processors association had said. The domestic edible oil
industry had warned that India was pursuing growing
dependence on edible oil imports. That was not good for
either farmers, or the country. Some experts have said
that the government's perspective on oil was tragically
distorted and biased against oilseed growers. Import of
edible oil has sharply increased in last few years due to
stagnant oilseed production and rising demand in the
country. India's dependence on imported oil has in-
creased to 70 percent of its requirements.

The government does not appear to have paid any heed
to such warnings to date. The government wants farm-
ers to look to commodity markets for future directions.
But it changes stock limits, shuts down trading in com-
modities and at times commodity exchanges as well.
How can you expect farmers to look towards commodity
exchanges for price discovery in the face of policy
changes, trade bans and change in stock limits. If there
is a shortage of oil, and prices are rising as well, the first
thing any sensible government would do is to permit
blending of oils to meet the shortages in any specific oil
category. Yet, strangely, last year, the Food Safety and
Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) banned the blend-
ing of mustard oil, a practice that was in existence for
over 30 years. There is another factor which underscores
the fallacy of government arguments. The government
believes that it can cool domestic prices by importing ed-
ible oil. But overseas suppliers are no fools. When India
begins to import edible oil, international prices begin to
go up. In sympathy, domestic prices also begin to climb.
The result is obvious. Domestic production falters.
Genuine traders who want the commodity markets to
grow, end up groaning. So do the farmers, who throw up
their arms and decide not to grow this crop. India should
also run awareness campaign to reduce consumption of
edible oil in cooking process. Alternatively, the govern-
ment can encourage use of appliances like microwave
ovens and air fryers by reducing taxes.

Import of edible oil

T he National Education Policy (NEP) aims to
overhaul India's learning practices and stan-

dards. While the NEP will be implemented fully over the
course of this decade starting from 2021-22, an urgent
focus on multidisciplinary learning is recommended in
the policy to create holistic individuals for the future.
University Grants Commission (UGC) has also recom-
mended Vice-Chancellors of all colleges and higher edu-
cation institutions to implement 'multi-disciplinary and
holistic education' across disciplines. This is going to
impact humanities courses under Bachelor of Arts (BA)
and Master of Arts (MA) degrees profoundly. These are
tough times for the humanities. Too many liberal arts
subjects have come to be seen as fusty and irrelevant.
Need is felt to reinvent humanities education. How
might the humanities be repackaged to appear fresher
and more 'job-ready'? One idea is to abolish the tradition-
al examination system in favour of more effective
modes of persuasion and communication. Change in
students' attitudes is noticed toward the traditional as-
sessment tasks required by humanities courses.
Perhaps this reflects the common observation about
today's youth being more 'purpose driven' than previous
generation. This is a generation that has 'marinated in a
world of ubiquitous communication and pervasive so-
cial media.' Its members neither absorb information nor
express their views in the same ways as earlier genera-
tions did. And these differences extend far beyond mere
stylistic details or matters of grammar.

The implication for the humanities disciplines is that
they need to embrace new ways to impart their benefits
to students. In an information age, a purpose-driven gen-
eration will be hungry for the tools of persuasion, assets
that the humanities are well equipped to provide. The
assessment system being experimented at Carnegie
Mellon University in US is the standard 700-1,000-word
opinion commentary for each subject. This model is
ideal for student writing in the digital age. Someone who
is seeking to persuade a large general readership cannot
open with ponderous formulations such as, 'In this essay,
I will argue that' Nor can one get away with prolix, jar-
gon-laden prose. The message must be intellectually se-
rious, but also attuned to what actually attracts readers.
To succeed, one must think carefully about one's argu-
ment. By mastering this mode of communication, stu-
dents would have much to offer the world. They may not
be world-class experts or recipients of the Nobel Prize,
but they can be taught to leverage other advantages.
Young people growing up in the age of social media
spend far too much time focusing on themselves and re-
fining their personal brands. But these young people are
the only ones who can relay what it is truly like to be a
digital native.

Reinventing humanities
education
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Revellers wearing a mask and period costume attend masked ball at Ridotto salon in Venice during the carnival in Italy.
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BRIEF
CNG

New Delhi: Tata
Motors is expecting
CNG cars contribu-
tion to grow up to 20
per cent gradually in
its total sales over the
next 3 to 5 years. Tata
Motors’ Shailesh
Chandra said it antici-
pates more entry-level
petrol and diesel cus-
tomers to opt for such
models

Deposit
New Delhi: Bank of
Maharashtra (BoM)
has become top per-
former among public
sector banks (PSBs) in
terms of growth in de-
posit mobilisation in
the third quarter
ended in December
2021, according to an
analysis. It recorded a
15.21 per cent increase
in total deposits at Rs
1,86,614 crore in the
October-December pe-
riod of 2021-22, accord-
ing to the data pub-
lished by the bank.

Innovations

New Delhi:
Innovation is going to
be key growth engine
in India for Coca-Cola
contributing 15-20 per-
cent in growth,
President Sanket Ray
told PTI. It will focus
on urban areas by
adding premium of-
ferings and expanding
its rural footprints
with affordable op-
tions.

Volumes
New Delhi: FMCG
major Godrej
Consumer Products
Ltd (GCPL) is expect-
ing volume growth to
recover gradually
next fiscal along with
improvement in mar-
gins, coming out from
the consumption slow-
down and inflationary
pressures, according
to company Managing
Director and CEO
Sudhir Sitapati.

Investment

New Delhi: Godrej
Properties plans to in-
vest around Rs 7,500
crore over the next 12-
18 months on acquisi-
tion and development
of new real estate
projects.

Vacations
New Delhi: Indians
appreciate vacations
with loved ones more
now as compared to
pre-pandemic days
and one-third of
them have already
made travel plans to
celebrate Valentine’s
Day together, accord-
ing to a global con-
sumer survey by hos-
pitality technology
platform OYO.

New Delhi, Feb 13 (PTI):

India needs to adopt a
multidimensional ap-
proach to take the coun-
try’s merchandise exports
to USD 1 trillion by 2030, a
report by industry body
CII has suggested.

The report recommends
finalising free trade agree-
ments with large markets,
extending RoDTEP to all
exports, attracting global
firms and addressing do-
mestic manufacturing is-
sues to achieve the target.

“With a holistic and ag-
gressive approach, the aim
to achieve USD 1 trillion in
merchandise exports by
2030 is indeed achievable if
India undertakes a strate-
gic mission,” CII President
TV Narendran said.

In its report ‘Achieving
$1 trillion in merchandise
exports: A Roadmap’, re-
leased on Sunday, the CII
has outlined products and
destination markets that
India should focus on and
highlights a range of poli-
cy actions towards meet-

ing the target. The need of
the hour is for India to in-
tegrate closely with global
value chains and to attract
FDI inflows in its key sec-
tors, according to the CII.

Based on the potential to
gain global share, 14 prod-
ucts have been identified
in the CII report as those
which can contribute the
most to the increase in ex-
ports. These include vehi-
cles, textiles, electrical ma-
chinery and equipment,
machinery, apparel, chem-
ical products, plastics,
pharmaceuticals, etc.

The report also identi-
fies 41 countries that offer
opportunities to expand
exports which must be

given special attention.
“Currently, more than 20
trade deals are under ne-
gotiation including those
with the UK, Canada,
European Union (EU),
Australia, United Arab
Emirates, and the GCC
countries which must be
expedited”. Further, non-
tariff barriers in existing
trade agreements need to
be resolved to open market
access, says the CII report.

It also highlights the
need for investment agree-
ments to be well linked to
trade arrangements.

As investment-led ex-
ports are a key feature of
export capabilities, multi-
national companies must

be encouraged to set up
production base in India to
enhance the country’s
presence in global value
chains, says the report.

The rates under the
scheme of Remission of
Duties and Taxes on
Exported Products
(RoDTEP) need to be ex-
tended to all sectors and
aligned to taxes and addi-
tional costs that are pres-
ent in the manufacturing
ecosystem, according to
the report. Exports of
SEZs and EOUs should be
included in the scheme, it
added. It outlines numer-
ous recommendations to
improve the efficiency and
effectiveness of the
Advance Pricing
Agreement program and
resolving transfer pricing
issues, reducing litigation
and providing tax certain-
ty for MNCs Creating a
special window
‘Accelerated APA’ similar
to Vivad se Vishwas
scheme would help ad-
dress pending cases, said
CII.

Multidimensional approach 
key to achieve USD 1 trn exports

India’s merchandise exports crossed USD 292 billion

Mumbai, Feb 13 (PTI):

Given the record gov-
ernment borrowing plan
of Rs 14.3 lakh crore for
FY23, the Reserve Bank of
India (RBI), which already
holds as much as 17 per
cent of the Rs 80.8 lakh
crore outstanding govern-
ment bonds, will have to
find buyers for at least Rs 2
lakh crore, as banks typi-
cally opt for short-term
debt of under 10-years, ac-
cording to a report.

The Budget 2023 has
pegged the Centre’s gross
borrowing at a record Rs
14.3 lakh crore. Together
with the states, the gross
borrowing will be Rs 23.3
lakh crore and the net will
be Rs 17.8 lakh crore for
the next financial year.
The Budget seeks to pay
back Rs 3.1 lakh crore next
fiscal, up from Rs 2.7 lakh
crore this fiscal.

With Rs 80.8 lakh crore
outstanding government

bonds, the RBI is the sec-
ond-largest holder of them
after financial institu-
tions. According to a re-
port by SBI Research, the
government securities ma-
turing by 2061 are worth
Rs 80.8 lakh crore as of the
end of January. Of this,
37.8 per cent are held by
banks, 24.2 per cent by in-
surers, which means 62
per cent of them are held
by them, and the mone-
tary authority holds as
much as 17 per cent.

As against this, the for-
eign ownership of G-secs
are a paltry 1.9 per cent.
This is the lowest among
its peers as in Brazil, it is a
high 44.5 per cent, 41.1 per

cent in Mexico, 35 per cent
in South Africa and 10.5
per cent in China, said the
report. It also pointed out
that had the government
allowed the G-Secs inclu-
sion into international
bond indices, as widely ex-
pected, this will have seen
at least Rs 1.5 lakh crore/
USD 15-20 billion of addi-
tional ownership by for-
eigners, helping the RBI
manage the borrowing
programme easily.

The outstanding dated
government securities
stood at Rs 80.76 lakh crore
as of the end of January
2022, which are due for re-
demption till 2061.

However, the overall
share of banks has dwin-
dled by 10 percentage
points since March 2010
when they held 47.25 per
cent as banks lean more
towards shorter tenor,
preferably for 10 years or
below offerings, leaving
the higher tenors for in-
surance companies and
others with analogous ap-
petite, said the report pen-
cilled by SBI Chief
Economic Advisor
Soumya Kanti Ghosh.

RBI’s G-Secs holding may go 
up by Rs 2 lakh cr next fiscal
 But insurers 

could subscribe to
Rs 2.7 lakh crore

New Delhi, Feb 13 (PTI):

The long-awaited 5G
spectrum auction is ex-
pected to be held in May
this year if the Telecom
Regulatory Authority of
India (Trai) submits by
March its recommenda-
tions on the rules regard-
ing the sale process, ac-
cording to a senior official
of the telecom depart-
ment. Telecom Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw earlier
this month said the Trai
has informed that it will
submit its recommenda-
tions for the 5G auction by
March and the
Department of
Telecommunicat ions
(DoT) is simultaneously
firming up other processes
to hold the auction at the
earliest. “Trai has indicat-
ed that they will send it
(recommendations) by

March. Thereafter, it will
take us a month to make a
decision around it,”
Telecom Secretary K
Rajaraman told PTI.

Earlier, the government
has taken time of 60-120
days to start the bidding
rounds in the auction after
receiving recommenda-
tions from Trai on spec-
trum auction. Rajaraman
said it will take the DoT
two months to start the

auction from the day it
gets recommendations
from the Trai.

According to the DoT,
5G is expected to deliver
download speed 10 times
faster than 4G services.

As per the process, DoT
seeks reference from the
Trai on spectrum price,
method for allocating it,
block size of spectrum,
payments terms and con-
ditions, among others.

5G spectrum auction expected in May

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  FFeebb  1133  ((PPTTII))::

The Budget provisions and
allocation will strengthen the
postal department’s financial
inclusion goals and help bring
in banking industry best prac-
tices for customers, particular-
ly those in rural areas,
Department of Posts Secretary
Vineet Pandey has said.
According to Budget
announcements, in 2022, all 1.5
lakh post offices will come on
the ‘core banking system’
enabling financial inclusion
and access to accounts
through net banking, mobile
banking, ATMs, and also pro-
vide online transfer of funds
between post office accounts
and bank accounts. This will be
helpful, especially for farmers
and senior citizens in rural
areas as it will enable interop-

erability, and bring crores of
post office deposit accounts
into mainstream banking and
payments system. Further, as
per Budget announcements,
Railways will develop new
products and efficient logistics
services for small farmers and
small and medium enterprises,
besides taking the lead in inte-
gration of postal and railways
networks to provide seamless

solutions for movement of
parcels. Overall, the gross
budgetary support for
Department of Posts has been
pegged at Rs 36,395.89 crore
for 2022-23, against Rs
35,173.27 crore in fiscal 2021-
22 (budget estimates). For
2022-23, the net budgetary
support stands at Rs 20,820
crore, against Rs 16,528.22
crore in 2021-22 (budget esti-
mates).

“Majority of our beneficiar-
ies or our customers are in Tier
2/3 rural areas, particularly
women, farmers, artisans, sen-
ior citizens...now the time has
come for all the benefits which
are the common industry best
practices, the banking industry
best practices, available to oth-
ers...should be available to
post office customers, also,”
Pandey told PTI.

Budget provisions to 
boost financial inclusion goals

 Point of Sale 
devices for rural post
offices provided

Mumbai, Feb 13 (PTI):

Led by the general gov-
ernment debt, the coun-
try’s non-financial sector
debt grew 11.9 per cent
year-on-year to Rs 371 lakh
crore, or 170.2 per cent of
GDP, in the September 2021
quarter, even as the indebt-
edness of the households
declined marginally, ac-
cording to a report.

However, this is lower
than the previous fiscal,
when it had touched 180.2
per cent of GDP after a
three per cent contraction
in the nominal GDP dur-
ing FY21, according to the
report by Motilal Oswal
Financial Services.

At 180.2 per cent of GDP
in FY21, this was the peak
as against 155 per cent in
FY20. Also, the debt-to-
gross domestic product
(GDP) ratio contracted to

170.2 per cent of GDP in
the June 2021 quarter, with
the normalisation of nom-
inal GDP, which grew at
14.7 per cent. The general
government debt (Centre
and states combined) has
grown strongly by 16.1 per
cent in the September 2021
quarter; while non-govern-
ment, non-financial debt
rose at a much slower pace

of 7.7 per cent, according
to the report.

The total non-financial
sector (NFS) debt stood at
Rs 371 lakh crore in the
September 2021 quarter, up
from Rs 356 lakh crore in
the March 2021 quarter
and Rs 361 lakh crore in
the June 2021 quarter.

As much as two-thirds of
the rise in debt in the sec-

ond quarter over the previ-
ous quarter was due to the
government sector, as
household debt growth
ebbed, corporate debt
growth spiked leading to
an overall rise of 11.9 per
cent in the second quarter,
similar to the 12.2 per cent
average growth over the
previous two quarters.

Government borrowing
has been the key driver of
higher debt growth over
the past few quarters.
General government debt
continued to rise at 16.1 per
cent in the September 2021
quarter, though the Centre
and states debt rose 15.1
per cent and 13.6 per cent,
respectively. However, both
fell to 57.6 per cent and 29.1
per cent of GDP in
Q2FY22, from the 15-year
peak of 58.9 per cent and
30.5 per cent in the March
2021 quarter, respectively.

Non-financial debt jumps 11.9% to Rs 371 lakh cr

New Delhi, Feb 13 (PTI):

The government is in
the process of appoint-
ment of three independent
directors on the board of
newly-incorporated Rs
20,000 crore National Bank
for Financing
Infrastructure and
Development (NaBFID), a
move that will clear the
decks for commencing of
operation of the
Development Finance
Institution critical for
infra financing.

With the appointment of
three independent direc-
tors, sources said, the for-
mation of full board would
be completed.

In October last year, the
government had appoint-
ed veteran banker K V
Kamath as the
Chairperson of the
NaBFID for three years. It

also appointed two govern-
ment nominee directors
on the board.

The Development
Finance Institution (DFI)
has been set up with a
view to support the devel-
opment of long-term non-
recourse infrastructure fi-
nancing in India, includ-
ing development of the
bonds and derivatives

markets necessary for in-
frastructure financing and
to carry on the business of
financing infrastructure.

The Banks Board
Bureau (BBB), the head-
hunter for state-owned
banks and financial insti-
tutions, has already invit-
ed applications for the post
of managing director
(MD) of the DFI, which is

preparing to commence
business in the April-June
quarter. The BBB has also
started process for the se-
lection of three deputy
managing directors
(DMDs) including Chief
Finance Officer and Chief
Risk Officer.

The last date for submis-
sion of application by eli-
gible candidates for the
three posts of DMDs is
March 21.

The salary and al-
lowances of MD and
DMDs will be guided by
market and governed by
regulations made by the
board of NaBFID.

According to the
NaBFID Act 2021, the insti-
tution will have one MD
and not more than three
DMDs. The MD and DMDs
will not hold office after at-
taining the age of 65 years
and 62 years, respectively.

Govt to soon appoint 3 Ind directors on NaBFID board

New Delhi, Feb 13 (PTI):

Industry associations
have written to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
on deteriorating coal sup-
ply to the non-power sec-
tor, stating that curtail-
ment in fuel supply by rail
as well as road and road
cum rail (RcR) modes over
the last few weeks has
pushed the sector towards
a “catastrophic” situation.

Moreover, fertiliser
being part of the regulated
sector is also suffering im-
mensely due to supply
crunch from the indige-
nous sources, they said in
a joint representation.

The associations in-
clude the Aluminium
Association of India, Coal
Consumers’ Association of

India, Confederation of
Indian Textile Industry,
Indian Captive Power
Producers Association,
Sponge Iron
M a n u f a c t u r e r s
Association, and Fertiliser
Association of India.

“While regular supply of
coal rakes to the utilities

have helped the stock of
dry fuel at the country’s
power plants to rise, we
beg to state that despite
several representations by
various industry players
as well as the associations,
the coal supply scenario to
the non-power sector has
deteriorated even more.

Coal crunch has led non-power
sector to catastrophic conditions

New Delhi, Feb 13 (PTI):

Nine of the 10 most val-
ued companies together
lost Rs 1,03,532.08 crore in
market valuation last
week, with Tata
Consultancy Services
emerging as the worst
loser.

The 30-share BSE bench-
mark last week declined
491.90 points or 0.83 per
cent.

Reliance Industries
Limited, the most valued
firm by market valuation,
emerged as the only gain-
er from the top-10 pack. Its
valuation rose by Rs
30,474.79 crore to Rs
16,07,857.69 crore.

The market valuation of
Tata Consultancy Services
tumbled Rs 44,037.2 crore
to reach Rs 13,67,021.43

crore. HDFC’s market cap-
italisation (mcap) tanked
Rs 13,772.72 crore to Rs
4,39,459.25 crore.

The valuation of
Hindustan Unilever
Limited eroded by Rs
11,818.45 crore to Rs
5,30,443.72 crore and that of
ICICI Bank declined by Rs
9,574.95 crore to Rs
5,49,434.46 crore.

The market capitalisa-
tion of Bajaj Finance
plunged Rs 8,987.52 crore
to reach Rs 4,22,938.56
crore and that of Infosys
by Rs 8,386.79 crore to Rs
7,23,790.27 crore.

Bharti Airtel’s market
capitalisation declined by
Rs 3,157.91 crore to Rs
3,92,377.89 crore and that of
HDFC Bank dipped Rs
2,993.33 crore to Rs
8,41,929.20 crore.

Mcap of nine of top-10 cos
erodes by over Rs 1 lakh cr

New Delhi, Feb 13 (PTI):

Foreign portfolio in-
vestors (FPIs) have with-
drawn a net Rs 14,935
crore from the Indian
market in the first half of
February.

FPIs have been net sell-
ers for the fourth consecu-
tive month. The total net
outflow during February
1-11 stood at Rs 14,935
crore.

As per data from deposi-
tories, FPIs took out Rs
10,080 crore from equities,
Rs 4,830 crore from the
debt segment and Rs 24
crore from hybrid instru-
ments.

“FPIs sharply increased
the pace of selling after
the US Federal Reserve in-
dicated an end of the
ultra-loose monetary poli-

cy regime. Besides, global-
ly, the bond yields have
surged in recent times on
expectation of a hike in
interest rates by the US
Fed,” Himanshu
Srivastava, associate di-
rector (manager research)
of Morningstar India,
said.

With US inflation hit-
ting a 40-year high, the
stage has been set for
rather aggressive rate
hikes by the US Fed in
coming months which
could trigger further for-
eign outflows from Indian
equities, he added.

Flows in emerging mar-
kets were mixed in the
month of February 2022
till date, said Shrikant
Chouhan, head of equity
research (retail) at Kotak
Securities.

FPIs net sellers at 
Rs 14,935 cr in first half of Feb



Bhumi Pednekar has been a part of some no-
table Bollywood films and has been surprising
the audiences with a variety of memorable

roles times and again. Adding to the list of unique
movies is ‘Badhaai Do’ for which, the actor graced
the sets of Sony Entertainment Television’s The
Kapil Sharma Show with co-actor Rajkummar
Rao and director Harshvardhan Kulkarni. The
actor opened up about how she has never shot for
a film outside of India in her span of 6 years in
the industry and how shooting for ‘Badhaai Do’
in Mussoorie was nothing short of an adven-
ture!

The 'Badhaai Do’ star opened up about
never shooting abroad after revealing that
they shot for ‘Badhaai Do’ in Dehradun,
Mussoorie, and a little in Goa. Archana
Puran Singh said that even though her
hometown is Dehradun she has never been
there to shoot for anything to which
Bhumi replied, “You’ve shot abroad
right? Do you know my story?
From the time I started my career
I have not shot outside India
even once! I always think,
“okay if the location is
London I’ll say yes without
reading the script.” There is

no such district in India where
I have not shot for a

film”.Tune into The Kapil
Sharma Show, this

Saturday and Sunday
at 9:30 pm only on
Sony Entertainment
Television.

Actor Bharath, who
has delivered a few
critically acclaimed

hits in Tamil, is now work-
ing on a Telugu film after
almost a decade.

The actor took to
Instagram to make the an-
nouncement.

He said, "New begin-
nings!! Super excited

about this one. Doing my
straight Telugu venture
after more than a decade.
Brilliant production house
and team. Can't ask for
more. Watch out for this
space!!"

The film, tentatively ti-
tled 'Production Number
14', is being produced by
Bhavya Creations and will

feature actor Sudheer
Babu.

Sources say the film is
an action thriller that will
also feature actor Srikanth
apart from Bharath and
Sudheer Babu.

The film began with a
pooja on Saturday and
sources say that shooting
will start soon.

Ravi Teja and team 
wrap up second schedule 

of ‘Ravanasura’ 

Bollywood hero Ranveer
Singh, who had been live

on his Instagram, shared his
excitement over Ram Charan
and Jr NTR's upcoming cine-
matic wonder 'RRR'.
The 'Bajirao Mastani' actor
also heaps praise on
'Magadheera' hero Ram
Charan. Ranveer, said,
"#RamCharan is an absolute
Beast & Absolute maychine.
One of my Favourite Actors
from Hyderabad. I loved him
ever since I saw Magadheera
and I'm so excited for

#RRRMovie."
The excited actor also
seems to be smitten over the
charm of the most popular
'Naatu Naatu'/ 'Naacho
Naacho' song. Ranveer Singh
is seen humming 'Naatu
Naatu', as he said that he has
been vibing on the crazy
music. S.S. Rajamouli's cine-
matic wonder 'RRR' will soon
be hitting the theaters. The
trailers have ignited the heat
in the audience. Ranveer
Singh seems to be a big fan of
the movie as he couldn't stop
himself from sharing his
excitement during a live ses-
sion. 'RRR' stars South India's
most famous actors Ram
Charan and Jr NTR as Alluri
Sitarama Raju and Komaram
Bheem, respectively.
Slated for a huge release on
March 25, 'RRR' has an ensem-
ble cast, with top-notch tech-
nicians on board. Alia
Bhatt, Ajay Devgn, Shriya
Saran, and others will appear
in significant roles.

ACROSS
1. Clothed
5. Coins from Mexico
10. Space org.
14. Gambling city
15. Ward off
16. Long, narrative poem
17. Nest contents
18. Prepared
19. Actor Richard ____
20. Roof of the mouth

22. Inserted more bullets
24. Glamorous
26. Budget item
27. Registers
29. Singer Paul ____
33. Physicians' group (abbr.)
36. Understand
37. Bring to mind
38. Plane spotter
41. Nothing
43. Pulls apart
44. Long-legged bird

45. Sticky substance
47. Create lace
48. Large trucks
49. Trapped
52. Nothing more than
54. China, Japan, etc. (2 wds.)
58. Literary exposition
62. Earth vibration
63. River deposit
64. Artist ____ Picasso
66. Warsaw native
67. Explorer Marco ____
68. Live coal
69. Greek god
70. Headliner
71. Takes it easy
72. Scottish loch

DOWN
1. Crinkly cloth
2. Allowable
3. Right ____
4. Medicinal amount
5. Mom and dad
6. Adam's partner
7. Scorch
8. Commands
9. Fashion
10. Opposite of positive
11. Impersonated
12. Father
13. Served perfectly
21. Beach color
23. Beginning
25. Young adult

28. Royal rule
30. Castle trench
31. Soup vegetable
32. Cozy place
33. Circle sections
34. Colt's mom
35. Eden dweller
39. "Shrek" artist, e.g.
40. Put back to zero
42. Goof off
46. Lecturers
49. "____ Street"
50. Miscalculate
51. Intensify
53. More mature
55. Love, in Rome
56. Flies alone
57. Ringlet
58. Recipe units (abbr.)
59. Civil disturbance
60. "____ Enchanted" (movie)
61. Wanes
65. Rent
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You do have a way with words and today,
you may succeed with your gift of the
gab! But Ganesha says that your con-
fused feelings may come in the way of
your triumphant achievement. Also, sen-
timents may lead to a disastrous out-
come. Sounds familiar?

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18
Today will be a hectic day for you. Most of
your time will be spent in making your
relationships on the business as well as the
personal front more meaningful. You will
likely find yourself attending social events.
There is also the possibility that you will
attend some religious ritual today. Apart
from this, nothing substantial is likely to
occur today, says Ganesha.

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20
Today you will have to give in to your
spouse's demands for improving the envi-
ronment at home. In your own interest it
will be advisable, says Ganesha, to hasten
the measures needed to be taken and stay
focussed on them as you are the one who
is guilty of neglect.

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20
You will be fondly thinking about your
close friends, particularly about the ones
of the opposite sex. It may suddenly dawn
upon you that you are in love, says
Ganesha. If per chance, there is a romantic
encounter, go ahead and dive fearlessly in
the pool of love. 

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

Your highly competitive nature will push
you to perform better and better. You
don't even know what being second best
means. Getting in touch with like-minded
people will only make your resolve
stronger. Your desire to be the best will
make you take interest in everything that
can help you improve. You may even
study new subjects. 

Gemini: May 22 – June 21
You will tackle with ease, even the most
confounding challenges today. You may be
the scapegoat, though, fears Ganesha.
Beware, or this may shake you and lower
your self-confidence. Try to shake off your
weaknesses, and you should see yourself
obtaining energy and positivity.

Cancer: June 22 – July 22
People involved in Sales and Marketing
related jobs will attend productive meet-
ings and will make effective presentations.
However, delays in journeying are a possi-
bility. It is a good time to recognise your
inherent capabilities. You will be able to
prove your worth in the next 2-3 days, says
Ganesha.

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23
In all likelihood you will indulge in some
writing or artistic work, which will bring
about wonderful results. As you are pas-
sionate about these things, you may con-
vert them into your hobbies, if you are not
involved in them as a professional.
Ganesha gives you the green signal to
enjoy the clout that you wield over others
with your sweet words.

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

Some days you get the carrot, while on
others, it is the stick! Today is going to be
one of those ‘stick' days when it comes to
dealing with your seniors, foresees
Ganesha. It would be wise to delay auc-
tion bids or sealed tenders. Sometimes,
waiting patiently is the best policy, espe-
cially if you are a job aspirant. 

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23
The one thing that we neglect the most
about ourselves is health. But today you
are unable to do that. Your health needs to
be paid enough attention as you may be
suffering from ailment/s. Try to regularise
your routine along with healthy food and
regular exercise, advises Ganesha.

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22
You are all set to groom your skills as a pro-
fessional. Talking about work, determina-
tion and dedication are likely to rule you
today. Putting your heart and soul, your
work speaks volumes about your efforts.
Appreciation, though slow in pace, is on its
way to encourage you.

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21
You will have heard of many emotional
fools who let sentiments rule their lives.
Try not be one of them, and if it's too diffi-
cult a task, at least pretend not to be one
of them, for Ganesha says going by your
feelings can leave you at a low ebb. In
other words, your feelings can come in the
way of your success.

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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Ranveer Singh
shares his excitement 

and love for ‘Naatu 
Naatu song’ from ‘RRR’ 

Sony SAB’s Wagle Ki
Duniya– Nayi
Peedhi Naye Kissey

turns a triumphant ONE!
Launched as a modern-
day rendition of the popu-
lar 80s sitcom created by
RK Laxman, the show
managed to captivate and
enrichaudiences over the
year reflecting on emo-
tions and values that de-
fine our archetypal
Indian households.
Featuring a versatile en-
semble of actors in
Aanjjan Srivastav, Bharti
Achrekar, Sumeet
Raghavan and
ParivaPranati, Wagle Ki
Duniya has won many
hearts and broke the clut-
ter on Indian television
with its rich content re-
flecting common man

dilemmas, social issues,
family values and aspira-
tions that resonated with
audiences across India.

Celebrating this mo-
mentous occasion, Sony
SAB has partnered with

veteran poet – lyricist-
screenwriter Javed
Akhtar to pay an ode to
the endearing ‘family’
sentiment that is intrin-
sic to our roots and
Indian ethos. In a special-

ly penned couplet, the leg-
endary poet-lyricist has
encapsulated the diverse
emotions that binds
Indian families, in reso-
nance with the heart-
warming storyline and
congenial characters of
the show. Narrated by
Javed Akhtar himself in
a specially curated promo
that goes live today, the
verse is a testament to the
success of Wagle Ki
Duniya as a slice of life of-
fering tapping on values,
issues and social con-
cerns that are usually not
explored on Indian
Television. Stay tuned to
Wagle Ki Duniya on Sony
SAB at 9 PM from
Monday to Saturday to
catch the Wagles and
their latest antics.

Javed Akhtar pens special
lines for ‘Wagle Ki Duniya’

Telugu actor Ravi
Teja and director
Sudheer Varma

have come together for
the interesting action
thriller 'Ravanasura'.
The team has now
wrapped up the second
shooting schedule as the
gear ups for release.

Ravi Teja, Sushanth,
Daksha Nagarkar, and
others had taken part in
the schedule, which was
completed on Sunday.
The makers made an an-
nouncement on the same,
as they released a picture
from the sets of
'Ravanasura'.

In the picture are Ravi
Teja, Sushanth, Daksha
Nagarkar, director
Sudheer Varma, writer
Srikanth Vissa, producer
Abhishek Nama and cin-
ematographer Vijay

Kartik Kannan.
It is reported that the

next schedule will be
shot at the same pace, as
the makers are soon
going to take the movie to
the next phase in post-
production.

'Ravanasura' is an ac-
tion-thriller, with Ravi
Teja in a role like never
before. Also, the movie
will have five female
leads opposite Ravi Teja.

Anu Emmanuel,
Megha Akash, Faria
Abdullah, Daksha
Nagarkar, and Poojitha
Ponnada are playing the
female leads in this up-
coming Sudheer Varma's
directorial.

Ravi Teja will be seen
as a lawyer, while actor
Sushanth will be seen in
a dynamic role in
'Ravanasura'.

Bhumi Pednekar
talks about

shooting abroad

Actor Bharath signs up for
Telugu film after a decade



Mumbai Indians triggered first big buy of
the day when Archer’s name was up for

grabs. The Mumbai Indians table went into a
frenzy, getting involved in a bidding war, first
with Rajasthan Royals and then with
Sunrisers Hyderabad. From a base price of Rs
2 crore, Archer, who was the Most Valuable
Player in his debut year in IPL 2020, went into
the five-crore club in the blink of an eye.
Sunrisers Hyderabad got close with Rs 7 crore,
but had to relent as Mumbai Indians launched
a relentless approach to get their man. In the
end, it was the five-time champions who pre-
vailed with a bid Rs 8 crore. Mumbai also
brought Tim David for 8.25 cr.

Mumbai Indians buy Archer

Promising allrounder Raj Angad Bawa continues his rise after landing a multi-crore deal with IPL franchise
Punjab Kings at the mega auction in Bengaluru on Sunday. PBKS secured Raj for Rs 2 crore following

a three-way battle also involving Mumbai Indians and Sunrisers Hyderabad.  Raj hit
the headlines when he rewrote the record
books by breaking Shikhar Dhawan’s record
for the highest individual score by an
Indian at an U19 World Cup. A covid-hit
India U19 team faced Uganda in a group
match and Raj belted an unbeaten 162 off
108 deliveries. He thus bettered the previous
record of Dhawan who had scored 155
against Kenya at the 2004 U19 World Cup.
And in the final, he took 5/31 in 9.5 overs to
run through a strong England batting line-up
whom India bowled out for 189 in 44.5 overs.
Raj also contributed with the bat and scored
a vital 35 off 54 as his team chased down the
target in 47.4 overs to win a record-extending
fifth U19 WC title.

India’s U19 World Cup winning star 
Raj Angad Bawa hits multi-crore deal 
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Top-seeded Ruud and Schwartzman
to play Argentina Open final

Buenos Aires: Top-seeded players Casper Ruud and
Diego Schwartzman will play in Sunday's final of the
Argentina Open. The Norwegian Ruud, the 8th-best
ranked player, and the Argentinian Schwartzman,
the 15th-best player, won the 2020 and 2021 editions of
the clay court tournament, respectively. Ruud beat
Argentinian Federico Delbonis 6-3, 6-3 on Saturday.
Hours later, Schwartzman topped third-seeded player
Lorenzo Sonego of Italy in a tense match by 7-5, 3-6, 6-
2. Schwarztman had finished just a few hours earlier
his quarterfinal tie against his compatriot and 2021
runner-up Francisco Cerundolo. The match was in-
terrupted Friday night in the third set, tied 1-1, due to
rain. Schwartzman won 3-6, 6-2, 7-5.

U-19 World Cup winners Ostwal,
Tambe in Maha Ranji squad

Pune: Two members of India's U-19 World Cup win-
ning squad, left-arm spinner Vicky Ostwal and all-
rounder Kaushal Tambe have made it to the
Maharashtra Ranji Trophy squad. The Maharashtra
senior selection committee reposed its faith on
Ostwal, one of the most successful bowlers in the U-19
tournament held in the Caribbean and Kaushal
Tambe, an off-spinner and an aggressive batter,
known to finish matches. Ostwal hails from the pic-
turesque hill-station of Lonavala and then settled on
the outskirts of Pune, while Tambe, a son of a senior
police officer, hails from Pune itself. Maharashtra are
placed in Elite Group G for the coveted domestic tour-
nament and will play their league matches in
Haryana from February 17. The team will be led by
seasoned campaigner Ankeet Bawane, while attack-
ing top-order batter Rahul Tripathi will be his deputy.

Tsitsipas rallies past qualifier 
to reach Rotterdam final

Rotterdam: Top-seeded Stefanos Tsitsipas rallied
past a qualifier at the Rotterdam hard-court indoor
tournament to reach his first final since the French
Open last June. Tsitsipas ended Czech qualifier Jiri
Lehecka's run by 4-6, 6-4, 6-2. He will face Felix Auger-
Aliassime in Sunday's final after the third seed came
back from one set down to beat defending champion
Andrey Rublev. Tsitsipas was made to work for nearly
two hours by the 137th-ranked Lehecka, who previ-
ously upset Denis Shapovalov. Tsitsipas said he did
not expect such an aggressive display from Lehecka.
"He was really pushing me," Tsitsipas said. "I did not
know what to expect, so I was trying to figure out his
patterns and his game.

Patna Pirates and Dabang Delhi KC
aim to seal top-2 positions

Bengaluru: League leaders Patna Pirates will lock
horns with bottom-placed Telugu Titans in the Pro
Kabaddi League here on Monday. The Triple Panga
night will begin with a clash between two teams who
have endured contrasting campaigns. Patna have the
most-balanced squad with a great attack and defence
while the injury-plagued Titans have struggled in
both these departments. The second match of the
night will feature Dabang Delhi K.C and U.P. Yoddha.
Dabang can almost guarantee a top-2 finish with a
victory while in-form U.P. Yoddha will almost guaran-
tee a playoff spot with a win.

Back pain forces veteran Afridi 
to call time on PSL career

Lahore: Flamboyant former Pakistan all-rounder
Shahid Afridi has called time on his Pakistan Super
League (PSL) career due to a persistent back problem,
ending a seven-year association with the event. The
41-year-old cricketer said that he took part in this sea-
son's PSL only for the sake of fans. "I was trying to
sign off on a good note; my lower-back injury has been
there for 15-16 years, and I have been playing with it.
But now it has become so much that it has affected my
groin, my knee and it goes down to extreme pain in
my toes," Afridi said in a social media message.

IPL
Auction

Casper Ruud vs Diego Schwartzman.

Sydney, Feb 13:

There's no way Sri
Lanka have a shot in this,
right? With four overs left,
they were five down need-
ing 50. With three overs
left, they were six down
needing 46. Pathum
Nissanka was playing the
best innings of his T20 in-
ternational career, but that
career is only 14 matches
old.

But with the help of
Wanindu Hasaranga,
Nissanka lurches Sri
Lanka forward in the 18th
over, bowled by Pat
Cummins. Hasaranga hits
two fours - one an inten-

tional uppercut behind
square, the other a thick
outside edge. Nissanka
then wallops Cummins
over deep midwicket for
six, and by the end of the
over, Sri Lanka bring the
requirement to 29 off 12
balls. But it's Josh
Hazlewood, who keeps the
runs in check in the 19th
over, giving away only 10,
and would thwart Sri
Lanka later. The final over,
which has to be bowled by
Marcus Stoinis, seems to
be going Australia's way,
when Nissanka is caught
at deep backward square,
and Sri Lanka still need 12
off the last three balls,

with only tailenders on
strike.

Perhaps buoyed by the
news of their big IPL con-
tracts, though, Maheesh
Theekshana and
Dushmantha Chameera
hit the boundaries that
leveled the scores and
forced a Super Over.
Theekshana bashed his
first ball over deep mid-
wicket, where Steven
Smith almost pulled off a
stunning save, but didn't
quite manage to prevent a
six. Last ball of conven-
tional play, Dushmantha
Chameera smoked one
down the ground for four
to tie the scores.

Australia win Super Over, take 2-0 lead

Bengaluru, Feb 13 (PTI):

Punjab Kings head coach
Anil Kumble is extremely
satisfied with the new play-
ers, including Liam
Livingstone and Odean
Smith, coming to his fran-
chise during the IPL auc-
tion, the dynamics of which
were "very different and
challenging".

England batter
Livingstone fetched a stag-
gering Rs 11.50 crore deal
from Punjab Kings, who
also roped in West Indies
fast bowler Smith for Rs 6
crore on the second day of

the IPL mega auction here
on Sunday. "There is ab-
solutely more demand than
supply, but I guess there
were challenges because
there were 10 teams and it
was different," Kumble said.
"I have been in couple of big
mega auctions in 2011, 2014
and smaller auctions before
this auction. This one has
been really, really different
and more challenging be-
cause every player, that
whoever is going for, is
going for a large sum of
money, so the purse is dwin-
dling no matter what value
you have in your purse.

Auction dynamics were very different
and challenging this time: Kumble

Melbourne, Feb 13 (PTI):

Australian great Ian
Chappell doesn't under-
stand all the fuss over the
resignation of Justin
Langer, saying it is the
captain and players who
win matches not the
coach.

Chappell also advocated
replacing the coach posi-
tion with a manager.

After months of com-
plaints regarding his style
of coaching, Langer had
quit as chief coach, lead-
ing to criticism of Pat
Cummins from former
players, who slammed the
skipper and his team-
mates for not publicly sup-
porting him.

"The demotion of Justin
Langer caused Australian
hysteria to reach the
Monty Python comedy
stage, where someone
screeches, 'He's not the

Australian coach he's a
very naughty boy',"
Chappell wrote in a col-
umn in ESPNcricinfo.

"Cricket fans tend to
take more notice of who is
or isn't the coach rather
than focusing on the im-
portant matter of the ap-
pointed captain. Pat
Cummins and his charges
take the wickets, make the
runs and handle the
chances. It is they, not the
coach, who will win or lose
the upcoming series in
Pakistan."

It is captains and players
who win or lose matches

not coaches: Chappell

Potchefstroom, Feb 13 (PTI):

Olympic bronze medal-
lists India dished out a
shoddy performance to
lose 2-5 against lower-
ranked France in the sec-
ond match of the FIH
Hockey Pro League two-
leg tie here on Saturday.

India started the match
as clear favourites after
having registered convinc-
ing wins -- 5-0 against
France and 10-2 against
South Africa -- in the FIH
Pro League so far.

But France had other
plans on Saturday and got

the better of their fancied
opponents in every aspects
of the game. The Indians
were slow to get off the
blocks but gained in confi-
dence as the match pro-
gressed. While France en-
joyed the early exchanges,
India controlled the pro-
ceedings thereafter but
both the teams failed to
create any real goal-scor-
ing chance. A minute into
the second quarter, India
secured the first penalty
corner of the match but
poor trapping didn't give
Harmanpreet Singh a shot
at the goal.

France stun India 5-2 in
FIH Pro League hockey

Zhangjiakou, Feb 13 (AP):

Marte Olsbu Roeiseland
of Norway earned her
third gold medal of the
Beijing Olympics, and
fourth medal overall, by
winning the women's
biathlon 10-kilometer pur-
suit race Sunday.

The Norwegian started
the race with a lead be-
cause of her win in the
sprint race and hit 19 of
her 20 targets. Roeiseland
overcame blowing snow
and held her focus to shot
cleanly in the last standing
stop to win in 34 minutes,
46.9 seconds.

Elvira Oeberg, who was
second in the sprint race
and started 31 seconds be-
hind Roeiseland, had three
misses in her second and
third shooting bouts, but
cleaned the last standing
to finish 1:36.5 behind for
silver. Tiril Eckhoff of
Norway also missed three
targets but came in 1:48.7
behind her teammate for
the bronze medal.

Roeiseland previously
won gold in the mixed
relay as well as the sprint.
She also won bronze in the

individual race. In her
first Olympic appearance,
Oeberg has won two silver
medals. Eckhoff earned
her first medal of the
Beijing Games.

In the men's race,

Quentin Fillon Maillet of
France hit all 20 of his tar-
gets despite howling wind
and skied to his second
Olympic gold, fourth
medal overall, in the 12.5-
kilometer pursuit.

Roeiseland, Fillon Maillet win
Olympic gold in pursuit races

Norway's Marte Olsbu Roeiseland celebrates on the podium after
winning the gold medal in the Biathlon Women's 10km Pursuit event.

BBeeiijjiinngg::  India's lone participant in the Winter Olympics, alpine
skier Arif Khan, finished 45th in the giant slalom event here on
Sunday. The 31-year-old from Baramulla district in Jammu and
Kashmir clocked a combined time of 2 minute 47.24 seconds
from two races in difficult weather conditions at the Yanqing
National Alpine Skiing Centre. Khan, who was making his
Winter Olympics debut, ended at 53rd in Race 1 with a time of
1:22.35 out of the 54 competitors who could finish it. As many
as 33 skiers could not finish Race 1 while two did not start. Khan
queued up 85th in the start list of 89 athletes from 62 nations. 

Arif Khan finishes 45th in giant slalom

Liam Livingstone becomes 2nd most
expensive English player in IPL History

Bangalore, Feb 13:

England all-rounder Liam
Livingstone on Sunday became
the most expensive overseas play-
er at the Indian Premier League
(IPL) 2022 mega auctions. After
being part of an intense bidding
war among four franchises, the
28-year-old was purchased by
Punjab Kings for a huge amount
of Rs. 11.5 crore. With this hefty
price tag, Livingstone became the
second costliest English player in
IPL history after Ben Stokes, who
was bought by Rajasthan Royals
for Rs 14.5 crore in 2017. He went
ahead of former England cap-
tains Kevin Pietersen and
Andrew Flintoff who had bagged
contracts worth Rs 9.8 crore each
in the second season of the cash-

rich tournament. Livingstone
was the first player in Set 2 of the
all-rounders on the second day of
the auctions and attracted bids
from Punjab and Kolkata Knight
Riders (KKR) at the beginning.
Later, Sunrisers Hyderabad
(SRH) showed interest for a while
but in the end, it was Punjab
Kings who snapped away the
English all-rounder.

Meanwhile, Ajinkya Rahane
managed to find a buyer at the
IPL 2022 auctions. He was bought
by the KKR at this base price of
Rs 1 core. It would be his fifth
franchise in the tournament as
the right-hand batter had played
for Mumbai Indians (2008-10),
Rajasthan Royals (2011-15, 18-19),
Rising Pune Supergiants (2016-
17), and Delhi Capitals (2020-21).



Panaji/Dehradun/
Lucknow, Feb 13 (PTI): 

Voting will be held
on Monday in all as-
sembly seats in Goa
and Uttarakhand,

besides 55 constituencies
Uttar Pradesh in the sec-
ond phase of the state polls,
with chief ministers
Pramod Sawant and
Pushkar Singh Dhami, for-
mer CM Harish Rawat and
jailed Samajwadi Party
leader Azam Khan among
the prominent leaders in
the fray.

It is a high-stakes elec-
tion for the ruling BJP and
a litmus test for the Modi
government's policies that
the Congress, AAP and
other opposition parties
have targeted during their
campaign. The coastal state
of Goa, with over 11 lakh
voters, has 301 candidates
contesting from 40

Assembly seats, while in
Uttarakhand, which has an
electorate of 81 lakh, 632
candidates, including 152
independents, are in the
fray from 70 seats.

Traditionally the two
states have seen bipolar
politics, but they are wit-

nessing a multi-cornered
contest this time with the
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
throwing its hat in the ring.
The Trinamool Congress
(TMC) and other smaller
parties are also vying to
make a mark on Goa's elec-
toral scene. Around 100 all-

women polling booths
called 'Sakhi' or pink
booths have been set up in
each state this time to en-
courage participation of
women in the polling
process, according to offi-
cials. Also, some booths
will be manned by differ-
ently-abled persons.

In the politically crucial
state of Uttar Pradesh, as
many as 586 candidates are
in the fray from 55 seats in
this phase spread across
Saharanpur, Bijnor,
Moradabad, Sambhal,
Rampur, Amroha, Budaun,
Bareilly and Shahjahanpur.
Campaigning was affected
by COVID-19 restrictions
which were gradually re-
laxed by the Election
Commission in the last cou-
ple of weeks. Election offi-
cials said all arrangements
have been made to conduct
polling while following
COVID-19 protocols.

Voting today in Goa, U’khand, 55 seats in UP 13-yr-old school girl’s app to fight bullying in
schools lands Rs 50 lakh funding offer
Gurugram, Feb 13 (PTI): 

The sight of a fellow
student being mocked
during a school function
five years ago is etched
deep in Anoushka Jolly's
memories. But for this 13-
year-old, that incident be-
came the push to start a
social initiative to stop
bullying and provide a
platform for students as
wells as parents to report
anonymously.

The 'Anti Bullying
Squad (ABS)', with help
from educational institu-
tions, social organisa-
tions and experts, has
positively impacted over
2,000 students from over
100 schools and universi-
ties, said Jolly as she
spoke about the digital
platform, she formed

three years ago.
The Class 8 student has

also come up with a mo-
bile application called
'Kavach' and it allows stu-
dents and parents to re-
port incidents of bully-
ing anonymously, giving
opportunity to schools
and counsellors to tact-
fully intervene and take
action.

The incident of the girl
being bullied "got regis-
tered in my memory and I
still cannot forget her
face", she was terrified
and felt helpless, said
Jolly, who was nine years
old then.

"I was attending the
school annual day when
my friends decided to
bully the six-year-old girl
who they found annoy-
ing. They walked up to

her and started calling
her names and laughed at
her," she said.

"Soon, I realised how
common the problem is
and saw many other chil-
dren of my age being vic-
tims of bullying and los-
ing confidence," said
Jolly whose social initia-
tive not only made her the
youngest contestant to
pitch her entrepreneurial
idea on TV reality show
Shark Tank India but also
landed her a funding
offer of Rs 50 lakh.

The Pathways School,
Gurugram, student
wants to build a strong
network of anti-bullying
ambassadors, who will
track the progress of
those impacted directly
or indirectly through the
platform and application.

MP HC hearings in physical
mode to start from today

Jabalpur, Feb 13 (PTI): 

The Madhya Pradesh High
Court's principal seat in
Jabalpur and benches in
Indore and Gwalior will start
hearings in physical mode
from Monday after a gap of 35
days amid a drop in COVID-19
cases statewide.

As per the standard operat-
ing procedure issued by MP HC
principal registrar (vigilance)
Pramod Kumar Agrawal, advo-
cates, parties-in-person aged 65
years and above, may make oral
requests to the bench for taking
up their case for hearing
through virtual mode and the
concerned bench may consider
the request accordingly. 

"It shall be necessary for ad-
vocates, parties-in-person en-

tering the court premises to
have themselves vaccinated,
inoculated by at least first dose
of vaccination. 

Wearing of gowns by the ad-
vocates appearing before the
High Court shall for time being
remain exempt. However, it
shall be necessary for the advo-
cates to wear the coat and
band, the SOP said. 

It said no person, litigant
will be permitted to enter the
High Court premises unless
there is a specific direction by
the court, adding that all stake-
holders shall use sanitization
devices, wash basins for sani-
tizing, and cleaning their
hands. Adherence to social
distancing, wearing masks
will have to be strictly fol-
lowed, the SOP asserted.

Jolt for BJP ahead of civic
polls, 3 leaders rejoin TMC
Kolkata, Feb 13 (PTI): 

Three BJP leaders, who
had withdrawn their nom-
inations for polls to the
Garulia Municipality in
West Bengal, on Sunday
made their way back to the
Trinamool Congress, voic-
ing grievance over the saf-
fron party's style of func-
tioning. Polls to 108 munic-
ipalities, including
Garulia, are scheduled to
be held on February 27.

The three leaders - for-
mer MLA Sunil Singh, his
son Aditya and Garulia
Municipality's ex-chair-
person Saurabh Singh -
had withdrawn their nom-
inations on Saturday. The
trio, relatives of BJP's

Barrackpore MP Arjun
Singh, rejoined the TMC at
the Titagarh party office
in the presence of West
Bengal minister Jyotipriyo
Mallick and Naihati MLA
Partha Bhowmik. They
were fielded by the saffron
party from ward numbers
12, 17 and 18 of Garulia
Municipality.

We are unhappy with
the way the North 24
Parganas unit of BJP is
functioning. While the or-
ganisational base of the
party is shrinking fast in
the district, the number of
self-styled leaders has in-
creased. We don't want to
be associated with such a
party, Saurabh Singh told
reporters.

Delhi Police steps up its social
media game to connect with public
New Delhi, Feb 13 (PTI): 

From making memes
using clips from popular
Bollywood movies to
Instagram reels to con-
ducting interactive ses-
sions online, the Delhi
Police is tapping into the
latest social media trends
to connect with the pub-
lic, spread awareness
about cyber and financial
crimes, and showcase its
citizen-centric initia-
tives.

On February 3, Delhi
Police Commissioner
Rakesh Asthana interact-
ed with Delhiites on
Twitter, informing them
about the new initiatives

launched by the force,
among other things.

On February 4, the
Delhi Police held a live
'Ask Me Anything' ses-
sion on Twitter focusing
on cyber safety. Making
the most of Valentine's
Week craze, in a post on
the occasion of Promise
Day on February 8, the
police appealed to people
to make a promise to
themselves to dial emer-
gency number 112 if they
see anyone in distress.

Behind this creative
work is the Delhi Police's
Social Media Centre,
which is supervised by
the Special Branch unit.
The Social Media Centre

team comprises young-
sters from creative and
technical backgrounds.
None of them is aged
above 35, officials said.
The team keeps track of
social media trends,
watches the latest
Bollywood movies and
follows the news to be
able to create engaging
content. It also analyses
the public feedback to its
work, they said.

The idea, the officials
said, is to connect better
with the public so that
they do not hesitate to ap-
proach the police for help
and convey things in a
language they will easily
understand.
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Polling officials with election material wait at Dr. Shyama
Prasad Mukherjee Stadium before being shifted to their
respective polling stations, a day before the Goa
Assembly elections, at Taleigao in Goa, Sunday. 
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New Delhi, Feb 13 (PTI): 

Expressing concern
over the impact of contin-
ued Covid curbs on local
businesses, traders in the
national capital are seek-
ing further relaxation of
restrictions, including al-
lowing shops to remain
open till 9.30 pm.

Traders' associations of
various markets said they
are facing increasing loss-
es due to the restrictions.
They also questioned the
logic behind continuing
with the curbs when the
pandemic situation has

improved in Delhi.
The New Delhi Traders

Association (NDTA),
which represents the
Connaught Place market
in central Delhi, has writ-
ten to Lieutenant
Governor Anil Baijal seek-
ing relief for local traders.

"We have been receiving
many representations
from shop owners/shop-
keepers that they should
be allowed to open shops
till 9.30 pm instead of 8 pm.
Closing of shops at 8 pm
means beginning the clos-
ing procedure at 7 pm, los-
ing the prime business

timing," the NDTA said in
its letter to the LG.

"Given the hundreds of
representations on the cap-
tioned subject received
from shopkeepers, we
would request you to
please extend the timings
of shops till 9.30 pm," it
said. These views were
echoed by other trade asso-
ciations in Delhi.

Sanjeev Mehra, presi-
dent of the Khan Market
Trade Association, said it
must be the choice of shop
owners whether they want
to keep the shops open or
not. "As everything has

been normalised, the tim-
ing (for closing shops)
should also be normalised.
It must be the choice of the
shop owners whether they
want to keep the shops
open or not. We want the
restrictions to go," he said.

"We are saying that
strict guidelines like wear-
ing masks should also be
relaxed in some way," he
added.

Sarojini Nagar Traders'
Association president
Ashok Randhawa ex-
pressed frustration over
the increased losses for
shopkeepers.

Lifted 
JJaammmmuu:: The Jammu and
Kashmir State Executive
Committee (SEC) on
Sunday announced the lift-
ing of the night curfew
after almost six months
and opening of educational
institutions in a phased
manner beginning Monday
amid a decline in COVID-19
cases. The SEC also atten-
dance at indoor gatherings
to 50 per cent of the
authorized capacity against
the previous 25 per cent,
while cinema halls, the-
atres, restaurants, clubs,
gymnasiums and swim-
ming pools were permitted
to function at 25 per cent
of the authorized capacity
with due precautions.

Bomb blast 
KKaannnnuurr:: One person was
killed and two others
injured in a bomb blast in
Kannur district of Kerala
on Sunday afternoon.
According to the police,
the deceased and the
injured were part of the
same group and were plan-
ning to attack another
group with the bomb over
some dispute which
occurred a day ago.

Cremated 
PPuunnee:: The last rites of for-
mer Bajaj Group chairman,
Rahul Bajaj, were per-
formed in Pune on Sunday
with full state honours with
representatives of India Inc,
politicians and common
people bidding a final adieu
to the veteran industrialist.
The last rites were per-
formed by Rahul Bajaj's
sons Rajeev and Sanjiv at
the electric crematorium at
Vaikunth Smashanbhoomi
in Pune city.

Damage 
MMaannddllaa:: Wild elephants
strayed into a village in
Madhya Pradesh's
Mandla district and dam-
aged a house and several
crops in the area, an offi-
cial said on Sunday. A
herd of 14 elephants
entered Kudki village
here from neighbouring
Chhattisgarh a few
months back and the ani-
mals were wandering in
Montinala forest area
since some time, Mawai
area forest ranger J D
Khare said quoting locals. 
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Dantewada, Feb 13: 

A 25-year-old Maoist,
who was allegedly in-
volved in killing three vil-
lagers in separate inci-
dents in Chhattisgarh, sur-
rendered in Dantewada
district of the state, a po-
lice official said on Sunday.

The Naxal, identified as
Manglu Poyam, turned
himself in before police
here on Saturday,
D a n t e w a d a
Superintendent of Police
Siddharth Tiwari said.

Poyam cited disillusion-
ment with the "hollow"
and "inhuman" Maoist ide-
ology as the reason for his
surrender, he said.

He was active as a mili-
tia member of the
Indravati area committee
of the rebels.

He was involved in the
killing of three villagers
on the suspicion of being
police informers in 2014-
15, 2016 and 2019 in Bijapur
district and one more
Naxal incident, Tiwari
said. Following his surren-
der, Poyam will be rehabil-
itated as per the state gov-
ernment's policy, he added.

So far, 516 Naxals, in-
cluding 127 who carried re-
wards on their heads, have
quit violence in
Dantewada district under
the 'Lon Varratu' (which
means 'return to your
home/village' in Gondi di-
alect) campaign launched
by the police in June 2020,
the official said.

New Delhi, Feb 13 (PTI): 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on Sunday greeted radio lis-
teners on World Radio Day and
said radio remains an integral
part of people's lives and is an
amazing medium to connect
people.
Adopted by the United Nations
General Assembly in 2012 as
an international day, February
13 is observed as World Radio
Day.
"World Radio Day greetings to
all radio listeners and those
who enrich this outstanding
medium with their talent as
well as creativity," Modi said
on Twitter.
He said radio remains an inte-
gral part of people's lives be it
at home, during journeys and
otherwise. "It is an amazing

medium to connect people,"
the prime minister said.
"Due to MannKiBaat, I repeat-
edly see how the radio can be
a great medium to share posi-
tivity as well as recognise
those who are at the forefront
of bringing a qualitative
change in the lives of others. I
would also like to thank all
those who contribute to this
programme," Modi said.

New Delhi, Feb 13 (PTI): 

Amid allegations of delay
in filing of complaint
against the country's
biggest bank fraud totaling
Rs 22,842 crore, State Bank
of India (SBI) on Sunday
said it has been diligently
following the ABG Shipyard
fraud case with the CBI fol-
lowing the forensic audit re-
port.

The Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) recently
booked ABG Shipyard
Limited, its former chair-
man and managing director

Rishi Kamlesh Agarwal and
others for allegedly cheat-
ing a consortium of two
dozen lenders led by ICICI
Bank.

ABG Shipyard fraud is
much higher than the one
perpetrated by Nirav Modi
and his uncle Mehul
Choksi, who allegedly
cheated the Punjab
National Bank (PNB) of
around Rs 14,000 crore
through issuance of fraudu-
lent Letters of Undertaking
(LoUs). Congress general
secretary Randeep Singh
Surjewala while addressing

a press conference won-
dered as to why did it take
five years after the liquida-
tion proceedings of ABG
Shipyard to lodge even an
FIR for duping 28 banks of
Rs 22,842 crore.

"Why did the Modi gov-
ernment refuse to take note
of the allegations made on
February 15, 2018, by the
Congress, warning of a
scam in ABG Shipyard, and
why no FIR was lodged and
criminal action taken de-
spite their accounts having
been declared as fraud on
June 19, 2019?" he asked.

Ludhiana, Feb 13 (PTI): 

Union Home Minister
Amit Shah on Sunday said
only the BJP-led alliance
can secure Punjab, uproot
drug menace from the state
and stop illegal religious
conversions, even as he
made a sharp attack
against Chief Minister
Charanjit Singh Channi
and AAP leader Arvind
Kejriwal.

Shah, in his first public
rally for the February 20
state assembly polls, hit out
at the Congress over the
1984 anti-Sikh riots and ac-
cused Congress leaders of
being involved in killing of
Sikhs in Delhi. He also
raised the issue of religious
conversion of Sikhs and

Hindus in the state and lam-
basted the Channi-led gov-
ernment for 'failing' to
check this practice.

Shah claimed that reli-
gious conversion of Sikhs
and Hindus was a big prob-
lem in Punjab. "These reli-
gious conversions cannot
be stopped by Channi
sahib," he said, adding that
the AAP couldn't stop them
either. He asserted that only
the BJP could stop the con-

versions. Shah recalled the
sacrifices made by the peo-
ple of Punjab during the
freedom struggle and also
praised the state for con-
tributing immensely to-
wards making the country
self-sufficient in foodgrain
production.

Addressing the rally, he
said it is only the BJP-led al-
liance that can secure
Punjab, while questioning
the ability of rival parties
to do so. Hitting out at
Channi, the Congress' chief
ministerial candidate, Shah
said, "Channi sahib you are
dreaming of forming an-
other government. A per-
son who could not secure
the route of the prime min-
ister, can he secure
Punjab?"

Five wildlife 
smugglers held with

pangolin scales
Jagdalpur, Feb 13: 

The Forest Department
seized 19 kg pangolin
scales, four star tortoises
and six leopard nails and
arrested five persons on
the charge of wildlife
smuggling in four sepa-
rate incidents in
Chhattisgarh's Bastar di-
vision, officials said on
Sunday.

The arrests were made
in the last two days.

On a tip-off that some
persons were trying to sell
parts of wild animals, a
joint team of the forest de-
partment and police
nabbed two men in
Jagdalpur, the headquar-
ter of Bastar district locat-
ed around 300 km away
from the capital Raipur,
on February 11, said
Mohammad Shahid,
Chief Conservator of
Forest (Jagdalpur circle).

The duo was carrying a
bag and tried to escape
after seeing forest and po-
lice personnel, he said.

"Pangolin scales,
weighed 12 kg, were re-
covered from their bag fol-
lowing which the duo was
arrested , he said.

Based on the informa-
tion provided by the two,
6.9 kg of pangolin scales
and six nails of leopard
were recovered in two sep-
arate raids in Jagdalpur
while four star tortoises
were seized from the
Dantewada district of the
region in another raid,
the CCF said, adding that

one person each was ar-
rested in the three raids.

"A total of five persons
were arrested under pro-
visions of the Wildlife
(Protection) Act 1972 in
four incidents and were
brought to the Jagdalpur
circle office of the forest
department for further ac-
tion," he said.

Leopard nails
seized

For about a month, the woman IPS Tilottama Verma, who came
from Jabalpur, was hiding her identity in Bastar.  After raking in
the forests of different areas, they came to know that there are
many wild life smugglers active here.  To expose this, Tilottama
covered herself as a buyer and started getting in touch with
people who operate rackets internationally in smuggling and
trading of wildlife.  This racket smuggled rare wild animals in
demand in the international market.

19 kg pangolin scales, four star tortoises and six leopard nails
were seized.

Woman IPS became smuggler to bust racket

Total items seized...

PM on World Radio Day

‘Amazing medium
to connect people’

Maoist surrenders
in Dantewada

Was involved in
killing of villagers

ABG Shipyard fraud

No delay in filing of case: SBI

LIC to file DRHP
New Delhi, Feb 13 (PTI): 
With Life Insurance
Corporation's board giving its
nod on Sunday, the state-
owned insurance behemoth is
all set to file the draft red her-
ring prospectus (DRHP) for its
initial public offering (IPO) with
market regulator Sebi in a cou-
ple of days. The board of LIC in
its meeting has given approval
regarding the IPO, sources said.
Preparations done and all the
loose ends have been tied up,
the sources said, adding that
DRHP can be filed either on
Monday or Tuesday.

Facing losses, Delhi traders for relaxations in Covid curbs

‘Only BJP-led alliance can secure
Punjab, uproot drug problem’

Katni, Feb 13 (PTI): 

Seven labourers were res-
cued while two others were
still trapped after an under-
construction tunnel caved
in at Sleemanabad in
Madhya Pradesh's Katni
district, officials said on
Sunday.

Six of the rescued labour-

ers were rushed to the
Katni district hospital, lo-
cated about 30 km from the
spot, via a 'green corridor',
they said. The 'green corri-
dor' is a special cleared out
route for fast transporta-
tion in case of an emer-
gency. Nine labourers got
trapped after the tunnel of
the Bargi canal project
caved in late Saturday night
in Sleemanabad, located
about 450 km from the state
capital Bhopal.

Under-construction
tunnel collapses

7 workers rescued,
2 trapped 

Five arrested for
killing leopard

Bilaspur, Feb 13: 
Five people have been arrest-
ed for allegedly killing a leop-
ard and two others for trying
to hunt a wild boar in a village
in Bilaspur, a forest official
said on Sunday. The carcass of
the 8-year-old leopard, with
two nails missing and the
teeth extracted, was found
last Monday near Bitkula vil-
lage in Spiat-Sonthi forest
range, said Bilaspur Divisional
Forest Officer Kumar Nishant.
"It was suspected that poach-
ers had killed it through elec-
trocution. We arrested two
people on Friday. Three others
were held in Saturday. 
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Bilaspur, Feb 13: 

In yet another landmark
achievement Bilaspur
Division of South East
Central Railway (SECR)
acquired the freight load-
ing target and recorded
revenue earnings to the
tune of Rs.15795.90 crores
in 244-days about 52-days
ahead of the current finan-
cial year 2021-2022.
Bilaspur Division has
made dedicated, consistent
and disciplined efforts to
get through all the hurdles
even during the adverse
conditions due to Covid-19
pandemic. Various conces-
sions and rebates were also
made available to make
freight transportation at-
tractive. The maximum
share in the incremental
freight loadings include
Coal, Clinker, Iron Ore,
Cement, Steel, Food,
Mineral Oil, fertilizers,
raw materials and others.
Even last year despite
Coronavirus pandemic
when the wheels were
locked, SECR Bilaspur

Division recorded more
loading in comparison to
the corresponding period
in previous years. SECR
also operated special par-
cel and long-haul goods
trains like Anaconda,
Super Anaconda,
Sheshnaag, Super
Sheshnaag and Bahubali
to supply necessary mate-
rials meeting the require-
ments of people across the
country.

It may be noted that
Railway Board (RB) in
order to improve freight
loading and generate rev-
enue income has formed

Business Development
Unit (BDU) in every
Railway Zones. In SECR,
the authorities regularly
interact with the industri-
alists, small scale Industry
owners and also visit their
establishments to redress
the grievances on priority
basis to improve freight
loading. Apart from de-
partmental works, the
BDU team also co-ordi-
nates with the companies,
industrialists, factory own-
ers, small industries and
commercial sectors to im-
prove freight loading and
special discounts offered

by Railways. Also in the
existing network, the
speed of freight trains im-
proved significantly saving
cable costs to all stakehold-
ers. As a result of all these
efforts, the freight traffic
in the division is showing
healthy performance in
revenue earning. The
achievement of BDU can
be gauged with the fact
that in last few months
Bilaspur Division regis-
tered additional freight
loading with more than 87-
percent speed increase of
trains compared to last
year. Bilaspur Division is
also constantly working
for infrastructure develop-
ment like doubling and
tripling of sections, fourth
line, laying new tracks, in-
frastructure development
and more sidings for load-
ing. Divisional Railway
Manager (DRM) Alok
Sahay greeted all the offi-
cials and employees for
this achievement and en-
couraged them to further
improve their performanc-
es.

LANDMARK ACHIEVEMENT

SECR Bilaspur Division achieves freight target

Sukma, Feb 13: 

State Industries
Minister Kawasi Lakhma
laid the foundation stone
for the construction of a
bridge over Phool River.
The 96 meter bridge to be
built on Phool River will
strengthen the medium of
traffic on Pedaras to
Doleras road. During this,
Chitrakot MLA  Rajman
Benjam, Sukma District
Panchayat President
Harish Kawasi, District
Panchayat member
Phuleshwari Baghel,
Chhindgarh Janpad
Panchayat President Devli
Bai Nag, Pedaras Gram
Panchayat Sarpanch
Hungaram Banjami,
District members, public
representatives and a
large number of villagers
were present.

Industries Minister
Kawasi Lakhma ad-
dressed the meeting or-

ganized on the occasion
said that the development
of roads, bridges and cul-
verts is the primary re-
quirement in the develop-
ment of rural areas,which
is being completed
promptly by the govern-
ment and administration.
He said that earlier vil-
lages like Pedaras, Kunna,
Michwar, Doleras,
Kundanpal and other
nearby villages were in
the grip of Naxalism, but
today there are gleaming
asphalt roads in this area,

and police force for the
safety of the villagers. He
also said that about 20 km
of asphalt road in
Kukanar area has brought
convenience to the resi-
dents here and villagers
now move easily without
any fear. Soon, efforts will
be made to give sub-tehsil
status to Kukanar and
make it a playground.

Addressing the general
meeting, Chitrakot MLA
Shri Rajman Benzam said
that due to Naxal block-
ade, there has been a lack

of education, health facili-
ties and infrastructure
construction in Sukma
district,but today the situ-
ation is changing, roads,
bridge culverts, anganwa-
di buildings, ashram
buildings, tehsil offices
etc. are being built in
Sukma rapidly. Along with
this, to strengthen the trib-
al tradition and faith, an
amount of 5 lakhs is also
being provided for the con-
struction of Devgudi.

He announced to pro-
vide Rs 2 lakh from MLA
fund for the construction
of temple at Pedaras. With
the construction of a
bridge at Pedaras, 10130
villagers of 14 villages in-
cluding Ku Kanar,
Kumharras, Doleras,
Gurbai, Mahima, Malwar,
Katulmari, Homaras,
Chuleras, Jangampal,
Kundanpal, Pandawar and
Hamirgarh will be facili-
tated in movement.

Bhoomi Pujan for construction 
of bridge on Phool River

More than 10000 residents of 14 villages will get benefit

Rajim, Feb 13: 

Maghi Punni Mela,
which is held every year, is
now down 7 days to start.
The fair starts from the
day of Maghi Purnima on
16 February, and continues
till Mahashivratri. During
this, more than 20 lakh
people gather in Maghi
Punni Mela for holy bath,
darshan, worship and visit
the fair, but for the last 2
years, due to Covid pan-
demic the fair saw less at-
tendance.

This year too the fair is
going to be organized
under the shadow of tran-
sition, as there is no spe-
cial enthusiasm among
the people due to corona
infection, rather, there is
concern and fear in the
local residents of the area,
as the fair last year saw
hundreds of people get-
ting infected after the com-
pletion. Since 2001, cultur-
al programs by the govern-
ment to Sant Samagam
Pravachan Kavi
Sammelan, exhibition of
government works have
started, due to which the
population in the fair in-

creases double fold. In this
context, the Public Works
Department from Rajiv
Lochan Mandir to
Kuleshwar Mahadev
Temple, Sant Samagam
Sthal, Nehru Ghat, And
around Anicut a road is
being built by stretching
the sand of the Sangam
River and the width of the
road has been increased
from 12 meters to 15 me-
ters this year too.

Manish Sahu, Deputy
Engineer, Public Works
Sub-Division, Rajim, said
that according to the in-
structions of the Minister,
3 meters wide road is
being built this year as

compared to last year.
Pipelines are being laid at
two places and the width
of the road near the
pipeline will be 6 meters.
Road laying work is being
done by Division
Dhamtari towards Nehru
Ghat, Sub-division
Abhanpur and Lomash
Rishi Ashram and Sant
Samagam Sthal. 25% road
laying work has been done
by Rajim sub-division.
And the work is progress-
ing at a brisk pace.

SDO of Water Resources
Sub-Division Homesh
Nayak informed that two
bathing pools of 100/50
meters are being built for

the holy bath of the devo-
tees, whose depth is 3 feet.
Last year 100 cusecs of
water was released from
Sikasar reservoir for holy
bath and for this reason,
this year also water has
been kept by storing it
near Kopra and Navagaon
Anicket. SDO of Public
Health Engineering Sub-
Division Rajim AL Sheikh
said that bore has been
done at four places for the
supply of drinking water
to the people of the fair.
And 8500 meters of
pipeline is being laid in
the entire fair site. 125 toi-
lets will be constructed,in
which 26 tanks are also to

be made and more than
300 taps will be installed.
The Forest Department
has an important respon-
sibility, but here its work is
nowhere to be seen. Forest
Range Officer SS Tiwari
said that according to last
year demand for firewood,
Bamboo and Balli have not
been received. Dal Bhaat
Center will be opened in
the fair. For this, the de-
mand for rice has been
made by the Department
of Fertilizers, which has
not yet been received.
Tiles are being laid by the
tourism department in the
platform near the site.

This year the width of

the platform has been in-
creased, so that the artists
do not face any kind of
problem in performing.
The sand leveling is being
done with tractors for the
audience gallery just in
front of the main stage.
Duty of 1000 one thousand
police force will be im-
posed for the fair.
Superintendent of Police
Jhadu Ram Thakur told
that 1000 police force will
be arranged in the fair, in
which two additional SP,
14 DSP, 20 TI, 25 ASI, and a
demand for 200 women po-
lice has been placed.

At the same time, in
order to avoid overcrowd-
ing in the fair, a police post
will be made temporarily
at three places on the
Rajim to Gariaband road
and at one place on the
Chura and Fingeshwar
road. 120 CCTV cameras
will be installed in the fair
venue. In this fair, the offi-
cers of 3 districts make
arrangements, including
Gariaband district, the of-
ficials of Raipur and
Dhamtari districts are
also engaged in finalizing
the preparations.

War footing preparations underway for Maghi Punni Mela 

KKoonnttaa,,  FFeebb  1144::  Under the direc-
tions of Sukma District
Collector Vineet Nandanvar,
Konta SDM Bansingh Netam
made a surprise inspection of
various offices operated under
Konta block on Friday and took
action against the officers who
were absent in the office from
10 am on the time fixed by the
government. He inspected the
District Panchayat Office Konta,
ICDS Office, Block Education
Office, Tehsil Office and SDM
Office Konta. During this,

Konta District CEO Kailash
Kashyap was also present. On
the instructions of Collector
Vineet Nandanwar, the Revenue
Officer and Head of Office are
inspecting various offices regu-
larly. Officers are taking stock
of the discipline, punctuality
and attendance of the employ-
ees in the offices and are taking
action against the officers who
are late or absent as per the
rules. In this episode, SDM
Konta Bansingh Netam made a
surprise inspection of various
offices under Konta block. He
perused the attendance regis-
ter of the office. During this,
he issued show cause notices to
14 officer employees who were
unauthorizedly absent from the
office. In which -3 from Block
Education Office, -5 from
District Panchayat Office Konta,
-1 from ICDS Office, -1 from
Tehsil Office, -2 from Block
Education Office and -2 from
SDM Office. 

It is to be known that the
time has been fixed by the state
government in all government
offices from 10 am to 5:30 am.
In case of violation of instruc-
tions, action will be taken
against the concerned
officer/employee as per rules.

Notice to 14 officer 
employees for late in office

Korba, Feb 13: 

A cleanliness campaign
cum drive was started in a
very effective manner,
here in Korba city under
the guidance of Mayor
Rajkishore Prasad and
Commissioner Prabhakar
Pandey, who themselves
took to the road and coor-
dinated the cleaning work.

The drive has been un-
dertaken in a bid to ensure
cleanliness of the city by
the Municipal
Corporation of Korba
from February 10 to
March 31, 2022.The Mayor
and the Commissioner
along with the entire team
took a walk around the
township, encouraging the
cleaning workers of the

corporation and the offi-
cers involved in the clean-
liness work and guided
them for better cleanliness
work. During the cleanli-
ness drive, complete clean-
ing of roads, drains etc.
and cleaning of grass,
bushes etc. growing on the
side of the road, and im-
mediate lifting and trans-
portation of waste was

done as a campaign. After
20 years, slabs of drains
were cleaned and covered
near Murarka petrol
pump, similarly, at other
places, the surface of the
drains was cleaned by re-
moving the slab and the
waste accumulated in the
drains was taken out over
the years. Taking serious
note of littering, on a

empty plot, Commissioner
instructed the officers to
impose fine on the spot, on
which a fine of Rs 10,000
was imposed on the con-
cerned person.

Similarly, a waste dis-
posal fee of Rs.1010 was
also imposed on Mehr
Vatika located at Durpa
Road, while a penalty of
Rs.1750 was imposed for

dumping C&D waste by
three other persons. AK
Sharma, Vinod Shandilya,
Akhilesh Shukla, Tapan
Tiwari, Health Officer Dr.
Sanjay Tiwari and Sunil
Verma, Estate Officer
Sridhar Banafar, Assistant
Engineer DC Sonkar,
Yogesh Rathore, Vivek
Richaria, Rakesh Masih,
Revenue Officer Anirudh
Singh, Raj Bahadur Singh,
KS Kshatriya, Rahul
Mishra, Ashwani Das, HR
Baghel, Vinod Gond, P.I.U.
Gaurav Singh, Shilpa
Rathore and other officers
of the corporation, mem-
bers of voluntary organi-
zations, cleanliness com-
mandos and residents of
the corporation participat-
ed in the cleanliness work.

Cleanliness campaign cum drive inaugurated
Mahasamund, Feb 13:
Food and Drug
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n
Department is continuous-
ly monitoring food and bev-
erages in the district, from
time to time by visiting re-
spective hotels, restaurants
and grocery stores and
sampling action is also
being done along with qual-
ity and sanitation probe in
this course. After a viral
news about fly served along
with a popular snack dahi
vada in Sundar Chap
Center located at Congress
Bhawan Chowk in
Mahasamund,here Food
Safety Officer
Mahasamund, Mrs.
Neelam Thakur took action
and collected samples of

the said food item, which
has been sent to the state
laboratory for testing. The
firm was raided by the offi-
cer under the guidance of
SDM Shri Bhagwat
Jaiswal, and collected three
samples have been sent to
the state laboratory at
Kalibari, Raipur for further
investigation and testing. If
the sample fails, then legal

action will be taken against
the concerned shopkeeper
under the Food Safety and
Standards Act 2006.

FSO Neelam Thakur has
given strict instructions to
the operator of Sunder
Chap Center to keep the
shop clean and provide
clean and healthy snacks to
the customers. During the
action, Food Safety Officer
Shankhnad Bhoi was also
present. The Food and
Drug Administration
Department is keeping a
constant vigil on the re-
spective shops selling food
and beverages in the dis-
trict. In the year 2022, from
January till now, more than
55 shops in the district have
been inspected by surprise.

FSO takes stringent action against 
unhygienic practice at snacks shop

Khairgarh, Feb 13: 

Post Graduate College
Chhindwara Department
of English on Friday or-
ganized a webinar on
“Culture, Memoir and
Literature: A Historical
Perspective.” Indira Kala
Sangeet Academy
U n i v e r s i t y ( I G K S U )
Khairagarh Registatr cum
HoD English Professor ID
Tiwari had addressed the
webinar on the subject.
In his address, Professor
ID Tiwari said it’s the
Dharma of author to com-
pile the thoughts into a
memoir. The cultural val-
ues can’t be conveyed to
masses without setting a
narrative of the thoughts.

A person can serve the hu-
manity by expressing spir-
itual wisdom inherited
from cultural heritage.
Humanity is keeping liter-
ary values alive.
Chief Orator, Jijabai
Government Girls’ College
Indore’s Professor of
English Ashok Sachdeva
addressed that a story
weaves multiple views
into one thread. A princi-
ple is formed when differ-

ent pearls of thoughts
come together.
Principal Dr Amitabh
Pandey said by applying
the eternal wisdom re-
ceived from traditions we
can find solution to pres-
ent problems. Webinar
convener HoD (English)
Professor Dipti Jain said
literature, memoirs and
culture helps us under-
stand each other’s perspec-
tive. Professor Amar
Singh described memoirs
and literature like a medi-
cine attesting to the
human life.

Professor Gopiwala
Dahariya said any litera-
ture is a description of
contemporary society and
it guides the future gener-
ation. Professor P Sanesar
said called literature an in-
valuable treasure of ages,
for which the future gener-
ation will be indebted.
Professor Navneet Kaur
said each person express
itself by contextualizing
the past incidents.
Professor Sanjay Alonkar
said inspiration from liter-
ature helps in building ca-
reer. Dr Shubhra Tiwari
and Dr Hema Malini pre-
sented their research pa-
pers to give thoughts of
each participant a direc-
tion at the webinar.

IGKSU Registrar address webinar on ‘Culture,
Memoir and Literature: A Historical Perspective’

 It’s dharma of author
to compile thoughts
into memoir

Dongargarh, Feb 13: 

Action by Food
Inspector Angad Thakur
and Garima Sori on 5
February 2021 on behalf of
the administration for ille-
gally selling biodiesel on
M/s Siddha Jai Biofuels
(Rajasthan Gujarat
Biofuels) located on the
Dongargarh - Chichola
Rajnandgaon National
Highway road at village
Kolihapuri (Nava) and the
pump was sealed.

During the proceedings,
the officials found that in
the name of biodiesel,
other types of mineral oil
were being sold indiscrim-
inately. After the action
taken by the administra-
tion, the pump operator il-
legally broke the seal of

the pump and sold the
biodiesel again and on re-
ceipt of the information
the petrol pump was in-

spected by the inquiry
committee as per the in-
structions of the collector.

After the seal was found

to be broken, the pump
was sealed again. After
taking the statements of
Biodiesel Pump Manager
Raju Jhade, Leeladhar
Varma and land owner
Malaram Vishnoi, a report
is being sent for further ac-
tion. Dongargarh
Tehsildar Raju Patel,
Assistant Food Officer
Ashish Ramteke, police
station in-charge Chichola
RS Sengar and employees
of the department were
present in this proceeding.
According to Tehsildar
Raju Patel, a report made
for action on pump manag-
er and others for breaking
the seal will be done and
the District Collector
would be informed about
the action taken through
the report.

Illegal trade of biodiesel on National Highway route 



T he impact of climate change
on India's food systems has

been long evident, with about 194
million people struggling for food
and nutritional security today.
Between 2017 and 2019, 18 million
hectares of crop was lost to floods
and 40 percent of food was lost or
wasted post-harvest. More recently,
Covid-19 has exacerbated hunger
and livelihood challenges in the
country. In 2020, India performed
poorly by ranking 94th out of 107
countries on the Global Hunger
Index, with child nourishment falling
rapidly in the last 20 years. Going
forward, tackling the twin challenges
of climate change and food insecuri-
ty will require bold, innovative ap-
proaches. Beyond certain climate
'tipping points', some food systems
will not be able to continue existing
in their current forms. These include
hotspots where severe impacts of
climate change including floods,
droughts and temperature extremes
are already occurring, or are project-
ed for the future.  Food systems in
these hotspots will need to be funda-
mentally transformed to build re-
silience against climate change.

'Transformative adaptation' de-
fined as promoting long-term re-
silience by changing the fundamen-
tal attributes of a system in response
to actual or expected climate change
and its effects could be part of the
answer to this crisis. Transformation
contrasts with incremental adapta-

tion, the currently prevalent practice
of trying to maintain existing food
systems through less dramatic
measures like more drought-tolerant
varieties of familiar crops and more
efficient water management. A re-
cently released report from the
World Resources Institute highlights
three types of actions that can signal
when transformative adaptation in
agriculture is occurring, as well as
examples of such changes in India.
Already, nearly 700 million people in
the world are going hungry, a num-
ber that has climbed by 60 million in
the past five years. Climate change is
helping drive those numbers up and
will likely push more than 100 million
more people, many of them 'farm-
ers, herders and other rural people,'
under the poverty line.  

Up to now, researchers, govern-
ments and agribusinesses have fo-
cused on ramping up agricultural
production to feed the globe's grow-
ing population and on agricultural in-
novations, like crops or livestock that
can better withstand heat, or more
sophisticated systems that use less
fertilizer and water. Those develop-
ments are critical, but the world's
farmers and the research and gov-
ernments that support them need to
embrace broader, more sweeping
shifts. Some areas, including desert
and arid regions or those watered by
melting snowpack, are already being
affected and the problems there will
intensify more quickly.  These 'hot
spots,' as the authors call them, are
in sub-Saharan Africa, coastal re-
gions in Asia and snow-fed parts of
the Himalaya and South America,
but could also include major agricul-
tural regions in the United States.
The first action is the relocation of
entire crop and livestock systems to
different locations. In Himachal
Pradesh, increasing winter tempera-
tures have contributed to a decrease
in apple production. Where local
land tenure arrangements would
allow, farmers have shifted apple
production to higher altitudes with
more suitable temperatures. In lower

altitudes, they are intercropping with
vegetables and fruits such as toma-
toes, peas, broccoli, kiwis, and
pomegranates. In Maharashtra,
farmers in drought-prone regions
have shifted to pomegranates from
grapes due to falling ground water
levels, along with increasing input
costs.

The second type is to align crop
and livestock production to changing
ecosystems and natural resources. In
south Gujarat, many farmers have
shifted to aquaculture. They used to
grow paddy and other crops, saltwa-
ter ingress in fertile soil made it im-
possible for them to continue. The
third action is to adopt new tech-
nologies that change the existing
agricultural production in significant
ways. For example, use of regular
and storm-resistant greenhouses in
India is on the rise. These structures
reduce crop losses that would nor-
mally occur due to water scarcity or
extreme rainfall events. They may
also make it possible for farmers to
produce new types of crops. Despite
these promising examples in which
wealthier farmers have been able to
adopt transformative practices on
their own, such examples are scat-
tered. The poorer, more vulnerable
farmers lack access to resources
such as capital, credit, and informa-
tion required to make such funda-
mental changes.

For transformative adaptation to
be adopted efficiently on a larger
scale, across different geographies
and by vulnerable communities, poli-
cy and institutional support is a
must. Incorporating longer-term
planning based on climate risks, in
consultation with local communities,
can help identify instances where
transformative adaptation is needed.
In addition to credit, technology, re-
silient seeds and livestock, scaling
transformative adaptation may also
require transforming land tenure,
labour, finance, and insurance avail-
ability. Governments need better in-
formation and analyses to identify
tipping points and vulnerable

hotspots so they can plan for trans-
formative adaptation. Globally, influ-
ential organizations like the Food and
Agricultural Organization (FAO) and
Consortium of International
Agricultural Research Centres
(CGIAR) can pioneer research to
build evidence and knowledge to
support such efforts. Rather than
maintaining current systems, trans-
formative adaptation, the authors
say, will mean shifting which crops
are grown where, or hundreds of mil-
lions of people could face 'cata-
strophic hunger.'

Scaling up transformative adapta-
tion will require complementary ef-
forts to shift cultural and behavioural
preferences to encourage uptake
and create market demand for the
new crops. The 'Millet Mission' in
India is an example. The revival of
the hardy, drought-resistant crop,
which is a better fit for increasingly
water-stressed regions, was promot-
ed among farmers, encouraging a
shift away from water-intensive
paddy and maize, across states in
India. This was accompanied by in-
clusion of millet in the Public
Distribution System (PDS), and
awareness drives to change con-
sumer dietary patterns through mil-
let recipe books in local languages
and supporting local centres to cre-
ate millet-based products.
Fundamental shifts away from the
status-quo are always difficult to
achieve, both because of resistance
to change and political sensitivities,
and lack of access to the essential
resources. It is politically convenient
to prioritize actions that provide easy
solutions for the short-term, rather
than decades into the future.
However, tackling climate change
will require trading present benefits
for future gains, and making long
term investments for more resilient
development.

((PPaarrvvaatthhii  PPrreeeetthhaann  wwoorrkkss  wwiitthh  CClliimmaattee
RReessiilliieennccee  PPrraaccttiiccee  aanndd  NNaammrraattaa  GGiinnooyyaa

wwiitthh  EEnneerrggyy  pprrooggrraamm  aatt  WWoorrlldd
RReessoouurrcceess  IInnssttiittuuttee  IInnddiiaa..))

Ways to improve India’s long-term food security
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Hostels issue
Discrimination of female stu-

dents at hostels is a issue high-
lighted by a student. She is right in
expressing her point of view. I re-
ally appreciate her. If the other
students in the same hostel ex-
press their inconvenience and dis-
crimination to their warden, by
this time the timing would have
been changed, as suited to the
convenience of the students, of
the ladies hostel. It is wrong to
discriminate against female stu-
dents in the 21st Century. But it is
happening in our country. Why
hostels, even at home, parents al-
ways go on telling daughters dos
and don'ts, but it is not the case
with sons. I suggest all the hostel
wardens (parents too) not dis-
criminate against female students
in any way. The wardens can fix a
time for students to come back to
the hostel by a certain time, say 9
pm in summer and 8 pm in winter
for both guys and girls. Girls and
boys should be treated equally at
home or at the hostel.

LLaakksshhmmaann  RRaaoo,,  vviiaa  eemmaaiill

Read India
It is welcome to note that the

Union Ministry of Education and
Skill Development has initiated
the 'Padhe Bharat' reading cam-
paign. The 100 Days Reading
Campaign is a vital step in im-
proving students' learning levels
since it fosters creativity, critical
thinking, vocabulary, and the abil-
ity to express oneself verbally and
in writing. It aids children in mak-
ing connections with their sur-
roundings and real-life events. All
stakeholders at the national and
state levels, including children,
teachers, parents, the communi-
ty, and educational authorities,
are encouraged to participate in
the reading campaign. Children
can complete the activities with
the assistance of instructors, par-
ents, peers, siblings, or other fam-
ily members. The need of the
hour is for our society to provide
more resources for reading in
order to improve children's and
teenagers' intellectual abilities,
skills and knowledge.

AAmmiitt  SSiinngghh,,  vviiaa  eemmaaiill

Dirty picture
From mid-December to the last

week of February is pleasant for
sightseeing or enjoying a picnic
trip. The sightseers/holidaymak-
ers take time off their routine life
in these sunny wintry days to go
out for their chosen destination to
tourist spots or picnic sites. On
my recent trip to two places of at-
traction, I returned with a disgust-
ing memory. These sites were lit-
tered with empty food packets,
filths, plastic waste materials and
whatnot. The condition of other
preferred places visited by these
guzzlers wherever you gaze on is
equally despicable. You can hard-
ly stay for moments in such
places for taking outlying views
and enjoying surrounding land-
scapes. A similar dirty picture
also is a common scene at impor-
tant parks and picnic sites, which
especially needs protection and
proper maintenance. Moreover,
currently, a countrywide cam-
paign under the aegis of the
Government of India against sin-
gle-use plastic (SUP) is being car-
ried out to weed out SUP materi-
als by December 2022. The re-
spective state governments ought
to take up the job wholeheartedly
considering the negative impact
of SUP on the environment. It is
high time the appropriate authori-
ties in the concerned State
Governments took strong notice
of goings-on of places of revere
and attraction and came out with
the proper SOP (Standard
Operating Procedure) to strictly
impose them on the tourists and
picnickers. 
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aavviirraall  BBhhaattnnaaggaarr
@@aavviirraallbbhhaatt

Cisco's seed round was
$2.5M for 32% Apple's
seed round was $250K for
33% Intel's seed round
was $2.5M for 30% It's
great to see founders
today able to raise more
and/or dilute lesser.
Financing of startups has
come a long way.

MMoonniiccaa  JJaassuujjaa@@jjaassuujjaa
Selective outrage, cherry picking peo-
ple,countries & events to condemn is
the hallmark of complete frauds and
an insult to all Nobel laureates who
have created benchmarks people
aspire to. That's been lowered by
social media hype creating fake war-
riors who do nothing for humanity.

HHaabbiibb  KKhhaann@@HHaabbiibbKKhhaannTT
None of the 9/11 attackers were
Afghans, OBL was found in Pakistan,
but US invaded Afghanistan, and after
20 years handed it over back to
Pakistan. Now Afghans are starving
and the US is distributing Afghan
assets among 9/11 victims. What
about all the Afghans who suffered?

NNiitteeeesshh  YYaaddaavv@@NNiitteeeesshh

Dear Indian media, stop
over glorification of oppor-
tunities abroad. The 1 crore
package in the US roughly
equates to getting 25 lakh
in India. Or you can start
promoting homegrown
startups/businesses when
they offer salaries over 25
lakh in India. That will do

more good!

YYaasshhoovvaarrddhhaann@@yyaasshhooaazzaadd
Crazy excise laws - in the small
lawn attached to bar outside of a
5 star - you can't have beer. We
make things so complicated. It's
taken 75 years to sell beer in
malls. Thank god no constitution-
al bench of SC is examining it.
More laws more violations!

DDrr..  AAjjaayyiittaa@@DDooccttoorrAAjjaayyiittaa
This design of a library in Kansas City, US...

LLeeaarrnniinnggPPooiinntt@@lleeaarrnniinngg__pptt

political/ideolological context aside.
Tamil Nadu got it right by staying
out of the 3-language system. 2 are
more than enough else it eats into
energy required for other subjects.
Millions of kids study Sanskrit in
ICSE/CBSE - has it brought back that
dead patient to life?

T he union government has brought down the ef-
fective duty on crude palm oil import to 5.5 per-

cent from 8.25 percent earlier, a move which will help
control cooking oil prices and support domestic process-
ing companies. Basic customs duty is already nil on
crude palm oil (CPO) and now the Central Board of
Indirect Taxes and Customs (CBIC) through a notifica-
tion has cut the agri infra development cess to 5 percent
from 7.5 per cent. The effective import duty on crude
palm oil will now come down to 5.5 percent, from 8.25 per-
cent, after taking into account agri development cess and
social welfare cess. In a bid to further cool down edible
oil prices and curb hoarding, the union government had
extended stock limits on edible oils and oilseeds till June
30. Besides, the government has specified the stock limits
that have to be imposed by states that have not imple-
mented the earlier order on the limits. In October 2021,
the Ministry of Consumer Affairs had imposed stock
limits till March 2022 and left the decision to states to de-
cide on the stock limits based on available stock and con-
sumption pattern. The country's edible oils import bill
surged 75 per cent to Rs 1,04,354 crore during the first
nine months (April-December 2021) of the current fiscal
from Rs 59,543 crore in the year-ago period, edible oil
processors association had said. The domestic edible oil
industry had warned that India was pursuing growing
dependence on edible oil imports. That was not good for
either farmers, or the country. Some experts have said
that the government's perspective on oil was tragically
distorted and biased against oilseed growers. Import of
edible oil has sharply increased in last few years due to
stagnant oilseed production and rising demand in the
country. India's dependence on imported oil has in-
creased to 70 percent of its requirements.

The government does not appear to have paid any heed
to such warnings to date. The government wants farm-
ers to look to commodity markets for future directions.
But it changes stock limits, shuts down trading in com-
modities and at times commodity exchanges as well.
How can you expect farmers to look towards commodity
exchanges for price discovery in the face of policy
changes, trade bans and change in stock limits. If there
is a shortage of oil, and prices are rising as well, the first
thing any sensible government would do is to permit
blending of oils to meet the shortages in any specific oil
category. Yet, strangely, last year, the Food Safety and
Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) banned the blend-
ing of mustard oil, a practice that was in existence for
over 30 years. There is another factor which underscores
the fallacy of government arguments. The government
believes that it can cool domestic prices by importing ed-
ible oil. But overseas suppliers are no fools. When India
begins to import edible oil, international prices begin to
go up. In sympathy, domestic prices also begin to climb.
The result is obvious. Domestic production falters.
Genuine traders who want the commodity markets to
grow, end up groaning. So do the farmers, who throw up
their arms and decide not to grow this crop. India should
also run awareness campaign to reduce consumption of
edible oil in cooking process. Alternatively, the govern-
ment can encourage use of appliances like microwave
ovens and air fryers by reducing taxes.

Import of edible oil

T he National Education Policy (NEP) aims to
overhaul India's learning practices and stan-

dards. While the NEP will be implemented fully over the
course of this decade starting from 2021-22, an urgent
focus on multidisciplinary learning is recommended in
the policy to create holistic individuals for the future.
University Grants Commission (UGC) has also recom-
mended Vice-Chancellors of all colleges and higher edu-
cation institutions to implement 'multi-disciplinary and
holistic education' across disciplines. This is going to
impact humanities courses under Bachelor of Arts (BA)
and Master of Arts (MA) degrees profoundly. These are
tough times for the humanities. Too many liberal arts
subjects have come to be seen as fusty and irrelevant.
Need is felt to reinvent humanities education. How
might the humanities be repackaged to appear fresher
and more 'job-ready'? One idea is to abolish the tradition-
al examination system in favour of more effective
modes of persuasion and communication. Change in
students' attitudes is noticed toward the traditional as-
sessment tasks required by humanities courses.
Perhaps this reflects the common observation about
today's youth being more 'purpose driven' than previous
generation. This is a generation that has 'marinated in a
world of ubiquitous communication and pervasive so-
cial media.' Its members neither absorb information nor
express their views in the same ways as earlier genera-
tions did. And these differences extend far beyond mere
stylistic details or matters of grammar.

The implication for the humanities disciplines is that
they need to embrace new ways to impart their benefits
to students. In an information age, a purpose-driven gen-
eration will be hungry for the tools of persuasion, assets
that the humanities are well equipped to provide. The
assessment system being experimented at Carnegie
Mellon University in US is the standard 700-1,000-word
opinion commentary for each subject. This model is
ideal for student writing in the digital age. Someone who
is seeking to persuade a large general readership cannot
open with ponderous formulations such as, 'In this essay,
I will argue that' Nor can one get away with prolix, jar-
gon-laden prose. The message must be intellectually se-
rious, but also attuned to what actually attracts readers.
To succeed, one must think carefully about one's argu-
ment. By mastering this mode of communication, stu-
dents would have much to offer the world. They may not
be world-class experts or recipients of the Nobel Prize,
but they can be taught to leverage other advantages.
Young people growing up in the age of social media
spend far too much time focusing on themselves and re-
fining their personal brands. But these young people are
the only ones who can relay what it is truly like to be a
digital native.

Reinventing humanities
education
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Revellers wearing a mask and period costume attend masked ball at Ridotto salon in Venice during the carnival in Italy.
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T he impact of climate change
on India's food systems has

been long evident, with about 194
million people struggling for food
and nutritional security today.
Between 2017 and 2019, 18 million
hectares of crop was lost to floods
and 40 percent of food was lost or
wasted post-harvest. More recently,
Covid-19 has exacerbated hunger
and livelihood challenges in the
country. In 2020, India performed
poorly by ranking 94th out of 107
countries on the Global Hunger
Index, with child nourishment falling
rapidly in the last 20 years. Going
forward, tackling the twin challenges
of climate change and food insecuri-
ty will require bold, innovative ap-
proaches. Beyond certain climate
'tipping points', some food systems
will not be able to continue existing
in their current forms. These include
hotspots where severe impacts of
climate change including floods,
droughts and temperature extremes
are already occurring, or are project-
ed for the future.  Food systems in
these hotspots will need to be funda-
mentally transformed to build re-
silience against climate change.

'Transformative adaptation' de-
fined as promoting long-term re-
silience by changing the fundamen-
tal attributes of a system in response
to actual or expected climate change
and its effects could be part of the
answer to this crisis. Transformation
contrasts with incremental adapta-

tion, the currently prevalent practice
of trying to maintain existing food
systems through less dramatic
measures like more drought-tolerant
varieties of familiar crops and more
efficient water management. A re-
cently released report from the
World Resources Institute highlights
three types of actions that can signal
when transformative adaptation in
agriculture is occurring, as well as
examples of such changes in India.
Already, nearly 700 million people in
the world are going hungry, a num-
ber that has climbed by 60 million in
the past five years. Climate change is
helping drive those numbers up and
will likely push more than 100 million
more people, many of them 'farm-
ers, herders and other rural people,'
under the poverty line.  

Up to now, researchers, govern-
ments and agribusinesses have fo-
cused on ramping up agricultural
production to feed the globe's grow-
ing population and on agricultural in-
novations, like crops or livestock that
can better withstand heat, or more
sophisticated systems that use less
fertilizer and water. Those develop-
ments are critical, but the world's
farmers and the research and gov-
ernments that support them need to
embrace broader, more sweeping
shifts. Some areas, including desert
and arid regions or those watered by
melting snowpack, are already being
affected and the problems there will
intensify more quickly.  These 'hot
spots,' as the authors call them, are
in sub-Saharan Africa, coastal re-
gions in Asia and snow-fed parts of
the Himalaya and South America,
but could also include major agricul-
tural regions in the United States.
The first action is the relocation of
entire crop and livestock systems to
different locations. In Himachal
Pradesh, increasing winter tempera-
tures have contributed to a decrease
in apple production. Where local
land tenure arrangements would
allow, farmers have shifted apple
production to higher altitudes with
more suitable temperatures. In lower

altitudes, they are intercropping with
vegetables and fruits such as toma-
toes, peas, broccoli, kiwis, and
pomegranates. In Maharashtra,
farmers in drought-prone regions
have shifted to pomegranates from
grapes due to falling ground water
levels, along with increasing input
costs.

The second type is to align crop
and livestock production to changing
ecosystems and natural resources. In
south Gujarat, many farmers have
shifted to aquaculture. They used to
grow paddy and other crops, saltwa-
ter ingress in fertile soil made it im-
possible for them to continue. The
third action is to adopt new tech-
nologies that change the existing
agricultural production in significant
ways. For example, use of regular
and storm-resistant greenhouses in
India is on the rise. These structures
reduce crop losses that would nor-
mally occur due to water scarcity or
extreme rainfall events. They may
also make it possible for farmers to
produce new types of crops. Despite
these promising examples in which
wealthier farmers have been able to
adopt transformative practices on
their own, such examples are scat-
tered. The poorer, more vulnerable
farmers lack access to resources
such as capital, credit, and informa-
tion required to make such funda-
mental changes.

For transformative adaptation to
be adopted efficiently on a larger
scale, across different geographies
and by vulnerable communities, poli-
cy and institutional support is a
must. Incorporating longer-term
planning based on climate risks, in
consultation with local communities,
can help identify instances where
transformative adaptation is needed.
In addition to credit, technology, re-
silient seeds and livestock, scaling
transformative adaptation may also
require transforming land tenure,
labour, finance, and insurance avail-
ability. Governments need better in-
formation and analyses to identify
tipping points and vulnerable

hotspots so they can plan for trans-
formative adaptation. Globally, influ-
ential organizations like the Food and
Agricultural Organization (FAO) and
Consortium of International
Agricultural Research Centres
(CGIAR) can pioneer research to
build evidence and knowledge to
support such efforts. Rather than
maintaining current systems, trans-
formative adaptation, the authors
say, will mean shifting which crops
are grown where, or hundreds of mil-
lions of people could face 'cata-
strophic hunger.'

Scaling up transformative adapta-
tion will require complementary ef-
forts to shift cultural and behavioural
preferences to encourage uptake
and create market demand for the
new crops. The 'Millet Mission' in
India is an example. The revival of
the hardy, drought-resistant crop,
which is a better fit for increasingly
water-stressed regions, was promot-
ed among farmers, encouraging a
shift away from water-intensive
paddy and maize, across states in
India. This was accompanied by in-
clusion of millet in the Public
Distribution System (PDS), and
awareness drives to change con-
sumer dietary patterns through mil-
let recipe books in local languages
and supporting local centres to cre-
ate millet-based products.
Fundamental shifts away from the
status-quo are always difficult to
achieve, both because of resistance
to change and political sensitivities,
and lack of access to the essential
resources. It is politically convenient
to prioritize actions that provide easy
solutions for the short-term, rather
than decades into the future.
However, tackling climate change
will require trading present benefits
for future gains, and making long
term investments for more resilient
development.

((PPaarrvvaatthhii  PPrreeeetthhaann  wwoorrkkss  wwiitthh  CClliimmaattee
RReessiilliieennccee  PPrraaccttiiccee  aanndd  NNaammrraattaa  GGiinnooyyaa

wwiitthh  EEnneerrggyy  pprrooggrraamm  aatt  WWoorrlldd
RReessoouurrcceess  IInnssttiittuuttee  IInnddiiaa..))

Ways to improve India’s long-term food security
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Hostels issue
Discrimination of female stu-

dents at hostels is a issue high-
lighted by a student. She is right in
expressing her point of view. I re-
ally appreciate her. If the other
students in the same hostel ex-
press their inconvenience and dis-
crimination to their warden, by
this time the timing would have
been changed, as suited to the
convenience of the students, of
the ladies hostel. It is wrong to
discriminate against female stu-
dents in the 21st Century. But it is
happening in our country. Why
hostels, even at home, parents al-
ways go on telling daughters dos
and don'ts, but it is not the case
with sons. I suggest all the hostel
wardens (parents too) not dis-
criminate against female students
in any way. The wardens can fix a
time for students to come back to
the hostel by a certain time, say 9
pm in summer and 8 pm in winter
for both guys and girls. Girls and
boys should be treated equally at
home or at the hostel.

LLaakksshhmmaann  RRaaoo,,  vviiaa  eemmaaiill

Read India
It is welcome to note that the

Union Ministry of Education and
Skill Development has initiated
the 'Padhe Bharat' reading cam-
paign. The 100 Days Reading
Campaign is a vital step in im-
proving students' learning levels
since it fosters creativity, critical
thinking, vocabulary, and the abil-
ity to express oneself verbally and
in writing. It aids children in mak-
ing connections with their sur-
roundings and real-life events. All
stakeholders at the national and
state levels, including children,
teachers, parents, the communi-
ty, and educational authorities,
are encouraged to participate in
the reading campaign. Children
can complete the activities with
the assistance of instructors, par-
ents, peers, siblings, or other fam-
ily members. The need of the
hour is for our society to provide
more resources for reading in
order to improve children's and
teenagers' intellectual abilities,
skills and knowledge.

AAmmiitt  SSiinngghh,,  vviiaa  eemmaaiill

Dirty picture
From mid-December to the last

week of February is pleasant for
sightseeing or enjoying a picnic
trip. The sightseers/holidaymak-
ers take time off their routine life
in these sunny wintry days to go
out for their chosen destination to
tourist spots or picnic sites. On
my recent trip to two places of at-
traction, I returned with a disgust-
ing memory. These sites were lit-
tered with empty food packets,
filths, plastic waste materials and
whatnot. The condition of other
preferred places visited by these
guzzlers wherever you gaze on is
equally despicable. You can hard-
ly stay for moments in such
places for taking outlying views
and enjoying surrounding land-
scapes. A similar dirty picture
also is a common scene at impor-
tant parks and picnic sites, which
especially needs protection and
proper maintenance. Moreover,
currently, a countrywide cam-
paign under the aegis of the
Government of India against sin-
gle-use plastic (SUP) is being car-
ried out to weed out SUP materi-
als by December 2022. The re-
spective state governments ought
to take up the job wholeheartedly
considering the negative impact
of SUP on the environment. It is
high time the appropriate authori-
ties in the concerned State
Governments took strong notice
of goings-on of places of revere
and attraction and came out with
the proper SOP (Standard
Operating Procedure) to strictly
impose them on the tourists and
picnickers. 
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aavviirraall  BBhhaattnnaaggaarr
@@aavviirraallbbhhaatt

Cisco's seed round was
$2.5M for 32% Apple's
seed round was $250K for
33% Intel's seed round
was $2.5M for 30% It's
great to see founders
today able to raise more
and/or dilute lesser.
Financing of startups has
come a long way.

MMoonniiccaa  JJaassuujjaa@@jjaassuujjaa
Selective outrage, cherry picking peo-
ple,countries & events to condemn is
the hallmark of complete frauds and
an insult to all Nobel laureates who
have created benchmarks people
aspire to. That's been lowered by
social media hype creating fake war-
riors who do nothing for humanity.

HHaabbiibb  KKhhaann@@HHaabbiibbKKhhaannTT
None of the 9/11 attackers were
Afghans, OBL was found in Pakistan,
but US invaded Afghanistan, and after
20 years handed it over back to
Pakistan. Now Afghans are starving
and the US is distributing Afghan
assets among 9/11 victims. What
about all the Afghans who suffered?

NNiitteeeesshh  YYaaddaavv@@NNiitteeeesshh

Dear Indian media, stop
over glorification of oppor-
tunities abroad. The 1 crore
package in the US roughly
equates to getting 25 lakh
in India. Or you can start
promoting homegrown
startups/businesses when
they offer salaries over 25
lakh in India. That will do

more good!

YYaasshhoovvaarrddhhaann@@yyaasshhooaazzaadd
Crazy excise laws - in the small
lawn attached to bar outside of a
5 star - you can't have beer. We
make things so complicated. It's
taken 75 years to sell beer in
malls. Thank god no constitution-
al bench of SC is examining it.
More laws more violations!

DDrr..  AAjjaayyiittaa@@DDooccttoorrAAjjaayyiittaa
This design of a library in Kansas City, US...

LLeeaarrnniinnggPPooiinntt@@lleeaarrnniinngg__pptt

political/ideolological context aside.
Tamil Nadu got it right by staying
out of the 3-language system. 2 are
more than enough else it eats into
energy required for other subjects.
Millions of kids study Sanskrit in
ICSE/CBSE - has it brought back that
dead patient to life?

T he union government has brought down the ef-
fective duty on crude palm oil import to 5.5 per-

cent from 8.25 percent earlier, a move which will help
control cooking oil prices and support domestic process-
ing companies. Basic customs duty is already nil on
crude palm oil (CPO) and now the Central Board of
Indirect Taxes and Customs (CBIC) through a notifica-
tion has cut the agri infra development cess to 5 percent
from 7.5 per cent. The effective import duty on crude
palm oil will now come down to 5.5 percent, from 8.25 per-
cent, after taking into account agri development cess and
social welfare cess. In a bid to further cool down edible
oil prices and curb hoarding, the union government had
extended stock limits on edible oils and oilseeds till June
30. Besides, the government has specified the stock limits
that have to be imposed by states that have not imple-
mented the earlier order on the limits. In October 2021,
the Ministry of Consumer Affairs had imposed stock
limits till March 2022 and left the decision to states to de-
cide on the stock limits based on available stock and con-
sumption pattern. The country's edible oils import bill
surged 75 per cent to Rs 1,04,354 crore during the first
nine months (April-December 2021) of the current fiscal
from Rs 59,543 crore in the year-ago period, edible oil
processors association had said. The domestic edible oil
industry had warned that India was pursuing growing
dependence on edible oil imports. That was not good for
either farmers, or the country. Some experts have said
that the government's perspective on oil was tragically
distorted and biased against oilseed growers. Import of
edible oil has sharply increased in last few years due to
stagnant oilseed production and rising demand in the
country. India's dependence on imported oil has in-
creased to 70 percent of its requirements.

The government does not appear to have paid any heed
to such warnings to date. The government wants farm-
ers to look to commodity markets for future directions.
But it changes stock limits, shuts down trading in com-
modities and at times commodity exchanges as well.
How can you expect farmers to look towards commodity
exchanges for price discovery in the face of policy
changes, trade bans and change in stock limits. If there
is a shortage of oil, and prices are rising as well, the first
thing any sensible government would do is to permit
blending of oils to meet the shortages in any specific oil
category. Yet, strangely, last year, the Food Safety and
Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) banned the blend-
ing of mustard oil, a practice that was in existence for
over 30 years. There is another factor which underscores
the fallacy of government arguments. The government
believes that it can cool domestic prices by importing ed-
ible oil. But overseas suppliers are no fools. When India
begins to import edible oil, international prices begin to
go up. In sympathy, domestic prices also begin to climb.
The result is obvious. Domestic production falters.
Genuine traders who want the commodity markets to
grow, end up groaning. So do the farmers, who throw up
their arms and decide not to grow this crop. India should
also run awareness campaign to reduce consumption of
edible oil in cooking process. Alternatively, the govern-
ment can encourage use of appliances like microwave
ovens and air fryers by reducing taxes.

Import of edible oil

T he National Education Policy (NEP) aims to
overhaul India's learning practices and stan-

dards. While the NEP will be implemented fully over the
course of this decade starting from 2021-22, an urgent
focus on multidisciplinary learning is recommended in
the policy to create holistic individuals for the future.
University Grants Commission (UGC) has also recom-
mended Vice-Chancellors of all colleges and higher edu-
cation institutions to implement 'multi-disciplinary and
holistic education' across disciplines. This is going to
impact humanities courses under Bachelor of Arts (BA)
and Master of Arts (MA) degrees profoundly. These are
tough times for the humanities. Too many liberal arts
subjects have come to be seen as fusty and irrelevant.
Need is felt to reinvent humanities education. How
might the humanities be repackaged to appear fresher
and more 'job-ready'? One idea is to abolish the tradition-
al examination system in favour of more effective
modes of persuasion and communication. Change in
students' attitudes is noticed toward the traditional as-
sessment tasks required by humanities courses.
Perhaps this reflects the common observation about
today's youth being more 'purpose driven' than previous
generation. This is a generation that has 'marinated in a
world of ubiquitous communication and pervasive so-
cial media.' Its members neither absorb information nor
express their views in the same ways as earlier genera-
tions did. And these differences extend far beyond mere
stylistic details or matters of grammar.

The implication for the humanities disciplines is that
they need to embrace new ways to impart their benefits
to students. In an information age, a purpose-driven gen-
eration will be hungry for the tools of persuasion, assets
that the humanities are well equipped to provide. The
assessment system being experimented at Carnegie
Mellon University in US is the standard 700-1,000-word
opinion commentary for each subject. This model is
ideal for student writing in the digital age. Someone who
is seeking to persuade a large general readership cannot
open with ponderous formulations such as, 'In this essay,
I will argue that' Nor can one get away with prolix, jar-
gon-laden prose. The message must be intellectually se-
rious, but also attuned to what actually attracts readers.
To succeed, one must think carefully about one's argu-
ment. By mastering this mode of communication, stu-
dents would have much to offer the world. They may not
be world-class experts or recipients of the Nobel Prize,
but they can be taught to leverage other advantages.
Young people growing up in the age of social media
spend far too much time focusing on themselves and re-
fining their personal brands. But these young people are
the only ones who can relay what it is truly like to be a
digital native.

Reinventing humanities
education
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Panaji/Dehradun/
Lucknow, Feb 13 (PTI): 

Voting will be held
on Monday in all as-
sembly seats in Goa
and Uttarakhand,

besides 55 constituencies
Uttar Pradesh in the sec-
ond phase of the state polls,
with chief ministers
Pramod Sawant and
Pushkar Singh Dhami, for-
mer CM Harish Rawat and
jailed Samajwadi Party
leader Azam Khan among
the prominent leaders in
the fray.

It is a high-stakes elec-
tion for the ruling BJP and
a litmus test for the Modi
government's policies that
the Congress, AAP and
other opposition parties
have targeted during their
campaign. The coastal state
of Goa, with over 11 lakh
voters, has 301 candidates
contesting from 40

Assembly seats, while in
Uttarakhand, which has an
electorate of 81 lakh, 632
candidates, including 152
independents, are in the
fray from 70 seats.

Traditionally the two
states have seen bipolar
politics, but they are wit-

nessing a multi-cornered
contest this time with the
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
throwing its hat in the ring.
The Trinamool Congress
(TMC) and other smaller
parties are also vying to
make a mark on Goa's elec-
toral scene. Around 100 all-

women polling booths
called 'Sakhi' or pink
booths have been set up in
each state this time to en-
courage participation of
women in the polling
process, according to offi-
cials. Also, some booths
will be manned by differ-
ently-abled persons.

In the politically crucial
state of Uttar Pradesh, as
many as 586 candidates are
in the fray from 55 seats in
this phase spread across
Saharanpur, Bijnor,
Moradabad, Sambhal,
Rampur, Amroha, Budaun,
Bareilly and Shahjahanpur.
Campaigning was affected
by COVID-19 restrictions
which were gradually re-
laxed by the Election
Commission in the last cou-
ple of weeks. Election offi-
cials said all arrangements
have been made to conduct
polling while following
COVID-19 protocols.

Voting today in Goa, U’khand, 55 seats in UP 13-yr-old school girl’s app to fight bullying in
schools lands Rs 50 lakh funding offer
Gurugram, Feb 13 (PTI): 

The sight of a fellow
student being mocked
during a school function
five years ago is etched
deep in Anoushka Jolly's
memories. But for this 13-
year-old, that incident be-
came the push to start a
social initiative to stop
bullying and provide a
platform for students as
wells as parents to report
anonymously.

The 'Anti Bullying
Squad (ABS)', with help
from educational institu-
tions, social organisa-
tions and experts, has
positively impacted over
2,000 students from over
100 schools and universi-
ties, said Jolly as she
spoke about the digital
platform, she formed

three years ago.
The Class 8 student has

also come up with a mo-
bile application called
'Kavach' and it allows stu-
dents and parents to re-
port incidents of bully-
ing anonymously, giving
opportunity to schools
and counsellors to tact-
fully intervene and take
action.

The incident of the girl
being bullied "got regis-
tered in my memory and I
still cannot forget her
face", she was terrified
and felt helpless, said
Jolly, who was nine years
old then.

"I was attending the
school annual day when
my friends decided to
bully the six-year-old girl
who they found annoy-
ing. They walked up to

her and started calling
her names and laughed at
her," she said.

"Soon, I realised how
common the problem is
and saw many other chil-
dren of my age being vic-
tims of bullying and los-
ing confidence," said
Jolly whose social initia-
tive not only made her the
youngest contestant to
pitch her entrepreneurial
idea on TV reality show
Shark Tank India but also
landed her a funding
offer of Rs 50 lakh.

The Pathways School,
Gurugram, student
wants to build a strong
network of anti-bullying
ambassadors, who will
track the progress of
those impacted directly
or indirectly through the
platform and application.

MP HC hearings in physical
mode to start from today

Jabalpur, Feb 13 (PTI): 

The Madhya Pradesh High
Court's principal seat in
Jabalpur and benches in
Indore and Gwalior will start
hearings in physical mode
from Monday after a gap of 35
days amid a drop in COVID-19
cases statewide.

As per the standard operat-
ing procedure issued by MP HC
principal registrar (vigilance)
Pramod Kumar Agrawal, advo-
cates, parties-in-person aged 65
years and above, may make oral
requests to the bench for taking
up their case for hearing
through virtual mode and the
concerned bench may consider
the request accordingly. 

"It shall be necessary for ad-
vocates, parties-in-person en-

tering the court premises to
have themselves vaccinated,
inoculated by at least first dose
of vaccination. 

Wearing of gowns by the ad-
vocates appearing before the
High Court shall for time being
remain exempt. However, it
shall be necessary for the advo-
cates to wear the coat and
band, the SOP said. 

It said no person, litigant
will be permitted to enter the
High Court premises unless
there is a specific direction by
the court, adding that all stake-
holders shall use sanitization
devices, wash basins for sani-
tizing, and cleaning their
hands. Adherence to social
distancing, wearing masks
will have to be strictly fol-
lowed, the SOP asserted.

Jolt for BJP ahead of civic
polls, 3 leaders rejoin TMC
Kolkata, Feb 13 (PTI): 

Three BJP leaders, who
had withdrawn their nom-
inations for polls to the
Garulia Municipality in
West Bengal, on Sunday
made their way back to the
Trinamool Congress, voic-
ing grievance over the saf-
fron party's style of func-
tioning. Polls to 108 munic-
ipalities, including
Garulia, are scheduled to
be held on February 27.

The three leaders - for-
mer MLA Sunil Singh, his
son Aditya and Garulia
Municipality's ex-chair-
person Saurabh Singh -
had withdrawn their nom-
inations on Saturday. The
trio, relatives of BJP's

Barrackpore MP Arjun
Singh, rejoined the TMC at
the Titagarh party office
in the presence of West
Bengal minister Jyotipriyo
Mallick and Naihati MLA
Partha Bhowmik. They
were fielded by the saffron
party from ward numbers
12, 17 and 18 of Garulia
Municipality.

We are unhappy with
the way the North 24
Parganas unit of BJP is
functioning. While the or-
ganisational base of the
party is shrinking fast in
the district, the number of
self-styled leaders has in-
creased. We don't want to
be associated with such a
party, Saurabh Singh told
reporters.

Delhi Police steps up its social
media game to connect with public
New Delhi, Feb 13 (PTI): 

From making memes
using clips from popular
Bollywood movies to
Instagram reels to con-
ducting interactive ses-
sions online, the Delhi
Police is tapping into the
latest social media trends
to connect with the pub-
lic, spread awareness
about cyber and financial
crimes, and showcase its
citizen-centric initia-
tives.

On February 3, Delhi
Police Commissioner
Rakesh Asthana interact-
ed with Delhiites on
Twitter, informing them
about the new initiatives

launched by the force,
among other things.

On February 4, the
Delhi Police held a live
'Ask Me Anything' ses-
sion on Twitter focusing
on cyber safety. Making
the most of Valentine's
Week craze, in a post on
the occasion of Promise
Day on February 8, the
police appealed to people
to make a promise to
themselves to dial emer-
gency number 112 if they
see anyone in distress.

Behind this creative
work is the Delhi Police's
Social Media Centre,
which is supervised by
the Special Branch unit.
The Social Media Centre

team comprises young-
sters from creative and
technical backgrounds.
None of them is aged
above 35, officials said.
The team keeps track of
social media trends,
watches the latest
Bollywood movies and
follows the news to be
able to create engaging
content. It also analyses
the public feedback to its
work, they said.

The idea, the officials
said, is to connect better
with the public so that
they do not hesitate to ap-
proach the police for help
and convey things in a
language they will easily
understand.
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Polling officials with election material wait at Dr. Shyama
Prasad Mukherjee Stadium before being shifted to their
respective polling stations, a day before the Goa
Assembly elections, at Taleigao in Goa, Sunday. 
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