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Cash stolen
MMuummbbaaii:: Five unidenti-
fied armed men alleged-
ly looted an angadia
firm and decamped with
cash worth over Rs 77
lakh in the eastern sub-
urb of Mulund here,
police said on
Wednesday. The incident
took place on Tuesday
afternoon at a shop pro-
viding angadia services
in Panch Rasta locality,
an official said. 

Militant killed 
SSrriinnaaggaarr:: A Hizbul
Mujahideen militant was
killed in an encounter
with security forces in
Shopian district of
Jammu and Kashmir on
Wednesday, police said.
He has been identified as
Umar Ishfaq Malik alias
Musa, a categorised ter-
rorist, they said. "Based
on a specific input gener-
ated by police regarding
the presence of terrorists
in Nadigam village area
of Shopian, a joint cordon
and search operation was
launched by police, Army
and CRPF there," a police
spokesman said.

Surrender
MMuummbbaaii:: BJP MLA Nitesh
Rane on Wednesday sur-
rendered before a court
in the Sindhudurg dis-
trict of Maharashtra in
an alleged attempt to
murder case. Nitesh, son
of Union minister
Narayan Rane, has been
sent in judicial custody,
said special public prose-
cutor Pradeep Gharat.
"He has surrendered and
sent in judicial custody.
Now we are arguing
before the court for
police custody," the
prosecutor added.

Fake currency
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Over 20 lakh
fake Indian currency notes
of different denominations
were recovered in the
country between 2016 and
2020, Rajya Sabha was
informed on Wednesday.
Union Minister of State
for Home Nityanand Rai
said that 4,67,346 fake
notes of Rs 2,000; 5,22,381
fake notes of banned Rs
1,000 and 2,97,372 fake
notes of banned Rs 500
were recovered in the
five-year period.

Lifer to three
MMuuzzaaffffaarrnnaaggaarr:: A local
court here has sentenced
a man and his two sons to
a life term for murdering
three of their relatives in
a property dispute eight
years back, a court offi-
cial said on Wednesday.
Parmod, his two sons,
Aditya and Amit, were
also imposed with a fine
of Rs 50,000 each by spe-
cial court judge Ashok
Kumar, who convicted
them under the Indian
Penal Code section 302.
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West Bengal CM and TMCs 
re-elected Chairperson

Mamata Banerjee addresses
party workers after the partys

organisational election, in
Kolkata, Wednesday. 
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Raipur, Feb 02: 

The budget session of
the Chhattisgarh
Legislative Assembly will
commence on March 7 and
continue till March 25,
during which the House
will have 13 sittings, an
Assembly official said on
Wednesday.

The 13th session (budget
session) of the fifth
Chhattisgarh Legislative
Assembly will open on
March 7 with the address
of Governor Anusuiya
Uikey, a notification is-
sued by principal secre-
tary of the Assembly
Chandra Shekhar
Gangrade stated. The ses-
sion, comprising 13 sit-
tings, will continue till
March 25, it said. During
the session, issues related
to the state's finances and

government affairs will be
taken up for discussion, it
was stated. Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel, who
holds the finance portfolio,
will present the budget for
fiscal 2022-23 during the
session. However, the date
for the presentation of the
budget is yet to be de-
clared. As the session will
be held amid the COVID-19
pandemic, precautionary
protocols will be strictly
followed during the sit-
tings, the official said.

New Delhi, Feb 02 (PTI): 

Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi on Wednesday at-
tacked the government al-
leging that two Indias, one
for the rich and one for the
poor, have been created
and the gap between them
was widening.

Speaking first from the
Opposition side in the Lok
Sabha during the debate
on the Motion of Thanks
on the President's address,
he said the address to a
joint sitting of Parliament
didn't touch the central
challenges facing the coun-
try and was a "list of bu-
reaucratic ideas" instead of
a strategic vision.

The presidential address

made no mention of unem-
ployment, the Congress
leader claimed.

There are two Indias --
one for the rich, one for the
poor -- and the gap between
the two was widening,

Gandhi alleged and urged
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi to start working to-
wards bringing the two
Indias, created by this gov-
ernment, together.

He claimed that 40 per

cent of India's wealth has
gone to a chosen few.

Today, the earnings of 84
per cent of Indians have
dwindled, pushing them
towards poverty, Gandhi
said. 'Make in India' can-
not happen as the unor-
ganised sector has been
completely destroyed, he
alleged. "You keep talking
about Made in India, Made
in India. Made in India is
not possible anymore. You
have destroyed 'Made in
India'. You need to support
small and medium indus-
tries, otherwise 'Made in
India' is not possible. Small
and medium industries
are the only ones who can
create jobs," Rahul Gandhi
said in the Lok Sabha.

New Delhi, Feb 02 (PTI): 

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on
Wednesday said that in the
last seven years, his govern-
ment gave 'pucca' houses to
three crore poor people and
made them 'lakhpatis', un-
derlining that most of such
houses were in the name of
women who became
"malkins (owners)".

Addressing the
' A t m a n i r b h a
Arthavyavastha' (self-re-
liant economy) symposium
organised by the BJP, he
said a big dream of poor
persons is having their own
home.

In this year's budget, it
has been stated that 80 lakh
'pucca' houses will be built
for the poor and on this
about Rs 48,000 crore will be
spent, Modi said noting that
this was also a way to bring
people out of poverty.

"When one gets a home, a
poor person gets
courage...We did not know
the power of power people,
there have been plenty of
people in this country who
used poor for political
gains," he said.

Modi also cited the exam-
ple of Jan-Dhan Yojana to
state that the self-respect of
the poor rose when they got
accounts in their names.

New Delhi, Feb 02 (PTI):

Opposition parties
on Wednesday
launched a blistering
attack on the govern-
ment in Rajya Sabha,
alleging it has failed
to control prices of
essential commodi-
ties, provide jobs and
meet its target of dou-
bling farmers' in-
come.

They also accused the
Centre of transgressing
into the rights of the states
and impinging on the fed-
eral structure of the coun-
try, as they opposed the pro-

posed changes in All-India
Services cadre rules and
the decision to extend the
jurisdiction of the Border
Security Force to 50 kilo-
meters in states bordering
Bangladesh and Pakistan.
Leader of Opposition
Mallikarjun Kharge,
speaking on the Motion of
Thanks on the President's
address, charged the gov-
ernment with not deliver-
ing on its various promis-
es, including generating
two crore jobs per year. In

the presence of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,
who spent over an hour in
the Upper House, Kharge
also alleged that the gov-
ernment has failed when it
came to controlling price
increase of essential com-
modities like petroleum
products and daily food
items.

The government was
only giving lectures and
not delivering on the
ground when it came to re-
forms and welfare meas-
ures, he charged.

"Your work is less but
publicity is more. You (gov-
ernment) keep on saying

one lie after another...
whenever your political op-
ponent points out to your
follies, you say that religion
is in danger. There is a lack
of employment opportuni-
ties because investment is
not coming, factories are
closing down.. where are
the good days?" Kharge
said.

The Congress leader,
who spoke for over an hour,
claimed that while the BJP
was dismissive of the vari-
ous welfare schemes like
MNREGA, it was this pro-
gramme that proved to be a
boon for migrants during
the COVID pandemic.

New Delhi, Feb 02 (PTI): 

Union minister Jitendra
Singh on Wednesday said
the time-frame for dispos-
al of public grievances has
been reduced to 45 days
from 60 days.

In a written reply to the
Lok Sabha, he said
Government of India has
taken several measures to

ensure that the work of
citizens are disposed of in
the prescribed time-frame.

These include imple-
mentation of the citizen's
charters in all ministries
and departments, disposal
of public grievances
through central public
grievance redressal sys-
tem (CPGRAMS); assess-
ment of e-service delivery

through national e-servic-
es delivery assessment,
and assessment through
good governance index,
the minister said.

Further, continuous re-
views and improvements
are made in these systems
to make them more effec-
tive, said Singh, the
Minister of State for
Personnel.

Kolkata, Feb 02 (PTI): 

The marine version of the
French-made Rafale fighter
jet has been successfully
flight-tested at a shore-based
facility in Goa where condi-
tions similar to that on the
indigenously-developed air-
craft carrier INS Vikrant
were simulated, a top diplo-
mat said. The Rafale-M is
pitted against the US-made
Super Hornet -- both of
which are being evaluated
for a possible purchase by

the Indian Navy for deploy-
ment on the 44,000-tonne
INS Vikrant that is undergo-
ing trials in the Arabian Sea
and the Bay of Bengal for
likely commissioning in
August."Tests were done to
check its (Rafale-Marine's)
take-off (capability) from
the deck of your (India's)
carrier and it has done very
well," Frech Ambassador to
India Emmanuel Lenain
told journalists on Tuesday
evening here in a free-wheel-
ing conversation.

New Delhi, Feb 02 (PTI): 

Income tax return
forms from next year will
have a separate column
for making disclosures on
gains made from cryp-
tocurrencies and paying
taxes, Revenue Secretary
Tarun Bajaj said on
Wednesday.

The government will
from April 1 charge a 30
per cent tax plus cess and

surcharges, on such
transactions in the same
manner as it treats win-
nings from horse races or
other speculative transac-
tions.

In an interview with
PTI, Bajaj said gains from
cryptocurrencies were al-
ways taxable and what
the Budget proposed is
not a new tax but provid-
ing certainty over the
issue.

Rahul to lay stone of ‘Amar Jawan Jyoti’ today
New Delhi, 02 (PTI): 

Congress leader Rahul Gandhi will on
Thursday lay the foundation stone of a me-
morial in Chhattisgarh's Raipur for soldiers
and security personnel who lost their lives in
the line of duty and will house an eternal
flame on the lines of the 'Amar Jawan Jyoti'.

The eternal flame will be lit on the premis-
es of 'Chauthi Vahini Chhattisgarh Armed
forces' at Mana in Raipur as a mark of trib-
ute to soldiers who have sacrificed their lives
for the country, state government officials
said. During his day-long visit to
Chhattisgarh, Gandhi will  also launch two
state government schemes -- 'Rajiv Gandhi
Grameen Bhumiheen Krishi Mazdoor Nyay
Yojana' and 'Rajiv Yuva Mitan Club' at a pro-
gramme at Science College, Raipur.

The 'Chhattisgarh Amar Jawan Jyoti' will
have a brown marble wall with names of sol-
diers inscribed on it, a memorial tower and
also a VVIP platform, the state government
officials said. The crescent-shaped wall will
be about 25 feet high with a length of about
100 feet and a thickness of 3 feet. In front of
the crescent-shaped wall, a memorial tower
will be built using sandstone, brown-white

marble and granite with a memento on
top. A rifle and helmet in the form of in-
signia will be placed at the base in front
of the memorial tower. "Chhattisgarh
Amar Jawan Jyoti will be lit in front of
this symbol which will remain ignited
24 hours through fuel supply through
underground pipelines," the officials
said, adding that the two-storey building
will be constructed just in front of the
memorial tower. The 'Amar Jawan Jyoti'
at India Gate in Delhi was recently
merged with the National War Memorial
(NWM), drawing criticism from some polit-
ical leaders, including Gandhi and
Chhattisgarh Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel. Baghel had said the removal
of the Amar Jawan Jyoti pained
him. Gandhi will also be laying the
foundation stone of 'Sewa Gram'.

He will transfer the first instal-
ment of the 'Rajiv Gandhi
Grameen Bhumiheen Krishi
Mazdoor Nyay Yojana' in the
bank accounts of 3,55,000
landless agricultural labour-
ers registered under the
scheme.

Ahead of Gandhi’s visit to Raipur on
February 3, Baghel tweeted “the heroic sto-
ries of our martyrs is an inspiration for gen-
erations”. Without naming the BJP-RSS, he
took a dig saying “those who did not fight
for the country will not understand this.

Blaming the Modi government for trying to
destroy the memories of martyrs, PCC Chief
Markam said the State government will light
up the Amar Jawan Jyoti in Raipur to honour
the valour and sacrifices of the martyrs of
armed forces. A party organisational meet-
ing will take place for the preparations of
the visit on Tuesday, he added.

What Baghel tweeted....

‘Centre destroyed memories of martyrs’

RRaahhuull  ttoo  llaauunncchh  ttwwoo  GGoovvtt  sscchheemmeess
During his day-long visit to Chhattisgarh, Gandhi
will  also launch two state government schemes -
- 'Rajiv Gandhi Grameen Bhumiheen Krishi
Mazdoor Nyay Yojana' and 'Rajiv Yuva Mitan Club'
at a programme at Science College, Raipur.

SSeewwaaggrraamm  iinnaauugguurraattiioonn
Rahul will inaugurate the Sewagram in Naya
Raipur. It is an industrial park and convention
centre spread over 75 acres and built on the
Gandhian concept.
OOvveerr  1100  llaakkhh  llaannddlleessss  ttoo  rreecceeiivvee  RRss  66000000
3,55,000 landless are agricultural labourers regis-
tered under the 'Rajiv Gandhi Grameen
Bhumiheen Krishi Mazdoor Nyay Yojana' scheme.
An amount of Rs 6,000 will be directly transferred
to the beneficiaries' accounts in three instal-
ments in a year. The state government has made
a provision of Rs 200 crore in the supplementary
budget for this scheme. 

MMPP  ttoo  ttaakkee  lluunncchh  wwiitthh  bbeenneeffiicciiaarriieess
Congress MP will inaugurate Rajiv Gandhi
Bhoomihin Krishi Majdoor Nyay Yojana under
which registered labourers in rural areas who do
not possess agricultural land will be given finan-
cial assistance of Rs 6,000 per year in three install-
ments, later he will take luch with beneficiaries.

AAbboouutt  GGaannddhhii''ss  vviissiitt
Gandhi is scheduled to arrive at the Swami
Vivekanand Airport in Raipur from New Delhi at
around noon for the day-long visit and from there
he will directly leave for the function's venue -
Science College ground here, a government offi-
cial said. The function will start at around 1 pm
wherein, the Congress MP will inaugurate Rajiv
Gandhi Bhoomihin Krishi Majdoor Nyay Yojana
under which registered labourers in rural areas
who do not possess agricultural land will be given
financial assistance of Rs 6,000 per year in three
installments, he added.

Chh’garh Assembly’s
budget session from Mar 7

The session, compris-
ing 13 sittings, will con-
tinue till March 25.
However, the date for the
presentation of the
budget is yet to be de-
clared.

Total 13 sittings

RAHUL TARGETS CENTRE ON JOBS

‘Two India’s- One for rich and One for poor’

Congress MP Rahul Gandhi speaks in the Lok Sabha during ongoing
Budget Session, in New Delhi, Wednesday. 

COVID PROTOCOL VIOLATED

Devotees participate in the Nuthana Brahmaratha Samarpana (chariot) programme
at the Venkataramana temple, in Mangaluru, Wednesday.

PM at ‘Atmanirbha Arthavyavastha’ symposium

By building houses for poor, made
them lakhpatis, women ‘malkins’

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on Wednesday said the digital
rupee, proposed in the union
budget, could be exchanged
for cash and will open new
opportunities in the fintech
sector. "The digital rupee will
be the digital form of our
physical rupee and will regu-
lated by the RBI. This will be
such a system that will enable
exchange of physical currency
with digital currency," Modi
said at the virtual symposium
that was attended by chief
ministers of BJP-ruled states
and party workers across the
country.

‘Digital rupee can be
exchanged for cash’
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S Oppn parties attack govt on rising prices, unemployment
Accuse it of impinging
on rights of states

India flight tests Rafale-Marine
for INS Vikrant

RELIEF FOR COMMON PEOPLE

‘Time-frame for disposal of public 
grievances reduced to 45 days’

CRYPTO SCHEME NOW OFFICIAL

‘Next year’s I-T return to have 
separate column for crypto income’

Bombardier, Siemens in race
for new Vande Bharat trains

New Delhi, Feb 02 (PTI): 

Bombardier, Siemens and
Bharat Heavy Electricals Ltd
are some of the big-ticket
firms in the race for develop-
ing the next set of Vande
Bharat trains, part of 400 such
high-speed trains to be manu-
factured over the next three
years, senior officials said on
Wednesday.
They said 44 such trains are
already in the manufacturing
stage to meet the target of 75
such trains by August 2023 set
in the blueprint laid down by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
during his Independence Day

speech last year.
The Railways has also started
the process for procuring
propulsion systems for 58
more such trains, officials
said.
CG Power Industrial Solutions
Limited and Hind Rectifiers
Limited both of Mumbai,
Electrowaves Electronics Pvt
Limited, Parnawoo, Medha
Servo Drives Private Limited,
Hyderabad, Saini Electrical
and Engineering Works and
Siemens Limited, both of Navi
Mumbai, and Titagarh Wagons
Limited, Kolkata, have partici-
pated in the tender process,
they said.
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Raipur, Feb 02:

The Chhattisgarh gov-
ernment is going to start
an important scheme in
the list of its public wel-
fare   schemes on Feb 3.
The scheme is being
launched for rural
labourers in the name of
‘Rajiv Gandhi Bhumiheen
Krishi  Mazdoor Nyay
Yojana’ (RGBKMNY) and
it will be   inaugurated at
the hands of LS MP Rahul
Gandhi at  Science College
Ground Raipur on Feb 3.
Along with this   funds will
be allocated under ‘Rajiv
Mitan Club Yojana’ and in
line with Wardha founda-
tion stone for ‘Sewa Gram’
will be laid in Nava Raipur
as well.

The preparations  for
this programme were in

full swing and through
various stalls in Science
College ground the gov-
ernment  departments
would display the develop-
ment and achievements of
the state government. In
the programme to be or-
ganised at Science College
ground on Feb 3, there will
seven separate domes. The
main dome will host the
programme and in this LS
MP  Rahul Gandhi will in-
augurate RGBKMNY

scheme. In rest of the six
domes the development
and progress in last three
years of Congress govern-
ment in Chhattisgarh will
be  highlighted, apart from
other flagship schemes of
the  state government
through various models.

To lay stone for Sewa
Gram, exhb as well:

On completion of 75
years of India’s independ-
ence and to  keep the very
concept of ‘Gram Swaraj’

as held by  Mahatma
Gandhi intact, the
Chhattisgarh government
in  line with Wardha will
be established ‘Sewa
Gram’ in Nava  Raipur. For
this 75 acre land has been
identified in Nava-Raipur.
In this ‘Sewa Gram’ the
values, principles, models
in the country’s freedom
struggle will be under-
lined. LS MP through the
programme at Science
College ground on Feb 3

will lay stone for this
‘Sewa Gram’ and during
this an exhibited related to
‘Sewa Gram’ will be organ-
ised at the programme
venue.

Bastar dome to be cen-
tre of attraction:

If one talks about the
important wing of
Chhattisgarh i:e Bastar,
then there will be separate
dome highlighting the
achievements of various
districts of Bastar divi-
sion. The entry gate will
have a global brand
‘DENEX’ and all around
the dome the stalls of edu-
cation, police, health, ‘su-
poshan’, agriculture,
forestry, herbal produce,
horticulture, ‘Kalagudi’
will be highlighting the
confidence, development
and safety aspects of
Bastar through stalls. At
the centre of Bastar’s
dome, an exhibit of reli-
gious faith will be exhibit-
ed in an interesting man-
ner with model of
‘Devgudi’ and ahead of it
‘Aanga’ will be seated.

Seven domes to highlight state’s devp, achievements
Distributes motorised pottery wheels to 80 beneficiaries

Bhilai, Feb 02: DAV Ispat
Public School celebrated
the 73rd Republic Day of
the nation with great zeal
and zest. The celebration
was marked by the flag
hoisting followed by the
National Anthem. The
Headmistress of the school
Priyanka Shukla, address-
ing the teachers and staff
present in the celebration
wished everyone a very
happy Republic Day and
also reminded them of the
duties and responsibilities
towards the nation as a na-
tion builder. She stated
that teachers have the best
opportunity to serve the
nation indirectly by build-
ing strong and capable citi-
zens of the nation as these
future citizens are mould-
ed and shaped in the hands
of the teachers. So, it’s
their responsibility to im-
bibe and inculcate all the
morals and virtues which
are needed to keep the
head of any nation high.

Though the children
couldn’t be a part of the
physical celebration of the

day but the CCA depart-
ment of the school in assis-
tance with all the teachers
organised various fun
filled activities to bring
about awareness for the
day and also to feel the
power pf patriotism in
their hearts.

Activities like poster
making with Tricolour,
collage making of the na-
tional flag for junior class-
es, speech and bits of infor-
mation sharing etc were
arranged for the students
which they accomplished
with great enthusiasm.

Bhilai, Feb 02: 

On Tuesday, the re-
trenched workers of
Chandulal Chandrakar
Memorial Medical
College, Kachundur
launched the ‘fast unto
death’ agitation. After the
acquisition of this private
college by the
C h h a t t i s g a r h
Government, a large num-
ber of existing employees
were laid off. After gar-
landing the statue of Late
Chandulal Chandrakar
on his death anniversary,
Sumit Parganiha (35),
who was working as Store
In-charge since 2013, sat
on fast unto death. Office
bearers of various organi-
zations, the trade unions,
farmers organisations,
etc have given support to

the agitators. In this se-
quel, Janak Lal Thakur,
former MLA from
Chhattisgarh Mukti
Morcha, was present at
the Anshan venue.
Thakur justified the de-
mand of the employees
and appealed to the gov-
ernment to take immedi-
ate action. Rajkumar

Gupta, Ramakant,
Mohanty and others ad-
dressed the gathering.

Earlier, the employees
had staged a series of agi-
tations, Chakka Jam,
Torch Rally, etc but their
demand remained un-
heard. The demonstrators
are taking care of Covid
Protocol at the Anshan

venue. It needs to be men-
tioned here that the em-
ployees have also applied
to the Assistant Labor
Commissioner’s office de-
manding arrears of
salary, as they were paid
below the prescribed
rates. Kaladas Dahariya
of Chhattisgarh Mukti
Morcha informed that

after the acquisition of
this medical college by
the state government, the
employees were fired by
introducing a black and
unconstitutional law. The
experienced employees
who were working here
for the last 8-9 years have
not been getting salary
since the last four-five
months. On the other
hand, the government is
preparing to open new va-
cancies. A chain hunger
strike is also being staged
at the pandal near the
main gate of college. The
demonstrators are plan-
ning to visit Raipur on
January 03 and try to
meet Rahul Gandhi dur-
ing his stay in Raipur.
Dhanush Kumar Sahu,
Anita, Lokeshwari Anil
and others were present.

Retrenched workers begin ‘fast unto death’

Sant Kumar Bhatia 
Bhilai: Vaishali
Nagar resident
Sant Kumar
Bhatia left for
heavenly abode
on February 01.
Last rites of

the mortal remains will be
performed at Ramnagar
Muktidham on February
03 around 12:00 hrs. He
was the husband of Dr
Sangeeta Bhatia and
brother of Dr G Bhatia. He
is survived by Dr Kirti
Bhatia, Ritesh Bhatia,
Louis Bhatia, Bhargavi
Bhatia, Neera Khanduja,
Dr MK Khanduja, Rupa
Uppal, Kapil Uppal, Dr
Priyavrat Bhatia, Dr
Gunjan Bhatia, Dr
Priyamvada Bhatia and
family.

Obituary

DAV Ispat Public School
celebrates Republic Day

BBhhiillaaii,,  FFeebb  0022::  

Plant Garage team has recently
revamped CAT Loader 710 &
Dump post dozers used in SAIL-
Bhilai Steel Plant’s Steel
Melting Shop 2. These
revamped dozers were inaugu-
rated by Anjani Kumar, ED
(Works) on February 01, 2022 at
MERS, Plant Garage in the
presence of Asit Saha, CGM I/c
(M & U); SK Gajbhiye, CGM
(Mechanical); Sushil Kumar,

CGM (SP 2);  Sudhir Kumar, GM
(Oper- CCS).  Praising the
efforts of the Plant Garage col-
lective, Anjani Kumar, ED
(Works) stated that such in-
house jobs help in cost-saving
measures. Senior officers and
members of Plant Garage col-
lective were present on the
occasion. The noteworthy work
of Plant Garage was carried out
under the supervision of RV
Gaharwar, HoD, Plant Garage
with the team of Emmanual

Roy, DGM, and Lalit Yadav,
Manager.
SMS 2’s CAT Loader is a useful
instrument for loading of
spillage, Slag, Scrap. Since it is
a chain-mounted CAT loader,
the equipment works where
surfaces are hot as well. Of
late, the CAT loader was not
functioning properly due to
faults in its engine and other

parts. Since it is a special kind
of equipment with imported
spares, it was difficult to get its
spare parts. Exchanging the
faulty engine with a new one
was an expensive and time-tak-
ing alternative. The Plant
Garage team took stock of the
situation and used their techni-
cal acumen, experience and
internal resources to complete

the revamping task successful-
ly at minimal cost, resulting in
significant savings for the
Plant.
The innovative job has been
possible due to the efforts of
the Plant Garage team. Sudhir
Gupta, GN Raju, Ashok Rai, Ajay
Singh Dhruve, Deepak Pandit,
Bireshwar Mandal, Lokeshwar
and others contributed towards
carrying out this task success-
fully.
Engine transmission of Dump
Post’s Dozer N-129-A and
revamping of Track converter
was done which also led to
huge savings. RVN Mohan,
Yogendra Kumar Meshram,
Omlal Nayak, Tata Rao, Vimal,
Gyan Singh, Anand Kumar
Thakur, Painter Suresh Kumar
Yadav and their associates suc-
cessfully executed these
revamping processes.

Plant Garage revamps CAT Loader 710 & Dump post dozers used in SMS 2
BBhhiillaaii,,  FFeebb  0022:: Women and Child
Development and Social Welfare
Minister Anila Bhediya visited
the old-age home in Pulgaon the
other day. She interacted with
the senior citizens and inquired
about their health and well being.
Minister Bhediya spent some
time with the elderly people. She
also took blessings from the eld-
erly inmates of this old-age
home. She distributed bed
sheets, sweets and fruits to
them. Minister Bhediya informed
the elderly inmates that the gov-
ernment is committed to serve
them and is always with them.
She asked the elderly people for
not getting disappointed and
lead a happy life. In case of any
kind of health problem, they
must inform the manager of the
old age home. Anila Bhediya
asked to follow the Covid appro-
priate behaviour and use sanitis-

ers, mask and social distancing.
She took information about coro-
na vaccination of old people from
the ashram manager.  Rajesh
Tiwari, Additional Secretary,
Social Welfare, Government of
Chhattisgarh, Pankaj Verma,
Additional Director, Directorate
of Social Welfare, Raipur, DP
Thakur, Deputy Director, Social
Welfare Durg and other officers
and employees were present dur-
ing her visit.

Social Welfare Minister interacts
with senior citizens at old-age home 

BBhhiillaaii,,  FFeebb  0022::  It was a proud
moment for Rungta Public
School, Bhilai that runs
under the aegis of Sanjay
Rungta Group of Institutions
when the students brought
laurels to the school by
securing high positions in
the International General
Knowledge Olympiad (IGKO)
conducted by the Science
Olympiad Foundation (SOF).
Nirvana Agrawal, a student
of Class-IV secured 2nd

position in zonal, 8th posi-
tion in Region and 9th posi-
tion in International level
respectively and was award-
ed Silver Medal and gifts
worth Rs 1000/- for her
excellent achievement.
Apart from her, Parth
Chandrakar and Mishka
Eashwar of Class-II and VI
respectively have also been
awarded Gold medals and
certificate. Athrv Sehgal of
Class-VII is also a proud

recipient of the Medal of
Distinction and certificate.
The Chairman of the SRGI
group, Sanjay Rungta,
Director, Saket Rungta, the
CEO of the school, Arup
Mukhopadhyay and all the
staff members congratulat-
ed these achievers for their
brilliant performance and
great achievement and
showered them with bless-
ings for many more such
achievements in the future.

Rungta Public School 
shines again in SOF Olympiad

Nirvana Agrawal           Parth Chandrakar            Mishka Eashwar                   Athrv Sehgal

Raipur, Feb 02: State
Chief Secretary Amitabh
Jain on Wednesday took
stock of the preparations
for the program to be or-
ganized on February 3 of
MP Rahul Gandhi at
Science College Ground in
Raipur.

Rahul Gandhi will
launch the Rajiv Gandhi
Gramin Bhumiheen
Krishi Mazdoor Nyay
Yojana, Rajiv Yuva Mitan
Club scheme and perform
Bhoomi Pujan of

Sewagram and
Chhattisgarh Amar Jawan
Jyoti to be built in Nava
Raipur.

Chief Secretary  Jain
along with the officials in-
spected the various stalls
being set up in the Science
College ground of Raipur
and gave necessary in-
structions to the officials
regarding the prepara-
tions. Chief Secretary
Jain has visited the exhibi-
tion and stalls being put
up by the districts of

Bastar division at Bastar
Dome. Stalls are being set
up here showcasing the
rich cultural tradition and
lifestyle of Bastar. Bastar
Dome is the main center of
attraction in the exhibi-
tion. He also visited the
stalls put up by the
Agriculture Department.
During the inspection,
Director General of Police,
Ashok Juneja, Additional
Chief Secretary  Subrat
Sahoo, Secretary General
Administration Dr.
Kamalpreet Singh,
Secretary Public Relations
Department, Siddharth
Komal Singh Pardeshi,
State Nodal Officer of
Godhan Nyay Yojana, Dr.
S. Bharathidasan, Bastar
Commissioner Shyam
Dhawade and senior ad-
ministrative officers were
present.

Chief Secretary took stock
of the preparations at

Science College grounds

Three arrested
under Excise Act

Raipur: three persons
have been arrested
under Excise Act from
separate police station
areas during last 24-
hours. The first one,
identified as Surendra
Gaikwad, was arrested
by Mandir Hasaud po-
lice from village Rewa
where he was nabbed
carrying 20 bottles of
country liquor. The
next one, identified as
Manas Devar, was ar-
rested by Newra police
from Dalal pond after
he was nabbed carry-
ing 21 bottles of coun-
try liquor. Both the ac-
cused were later
booked under Section
34-1 of Excise Act by re-
spective police stations.
The final one, Reshan
Lal Dhivar, was arrest-
ed by Pandri police
from Ekta Chowk
where he nabbed carry-
ing 31 bottles of coun-
try liquor. The accused
was later booked under
Section 34-2 of Excise
Act.

Two thieves, including
a juvenile, arrested

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Feb 02: Purani
Basti police on Wednesday
arrested two thieves, in-
cluding a juvenile, in con-
nection to burglary in
Goddess Durga temple at
Bhatagaon Chowk.
According to police, com-
plainant Premsagar Singh
Thakur is the chairman of
the temple’s trust. On
January 27 last, he found
that the temple’s main door
was open and the donation
box broken as well from
where all the cash was
stolen. Following his com-
plaint, police registered an
offence under Section 380
IPC against unidentified
burglars and an investiga-
tion was launched. Police
soon succeeded in receiv-
ing vital clues from the
CCTV cameras and it led to
arresting the main accused
Manish Choubey from
near Bhatagaon Chowk.
His further investigation
led police identification of
a juvenile accomplice.
Police also recovered cash
Rs 10,000 from the arrested
duo.

 Bastar dome to be
centre of attraction

 Rahul Gandhi 
to lay stone 
for ‘Sewa Gram’

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Feb 02: Tikrapara
police on Wednesday ar-
rested two burglars who
had fled a house stealing
cash Rs 10,000 several or-
naments.

According to police,
complainant Sangeeta

Choudhary had com-
plained Tikrapara police
that on the night of
January 31 last at about
3:00 a.m. she woke up hear-
ing the noise of falling
utensils and rushed to the
stairs, where she found
two neighbouring youths
named Santosh Dhruv and

Vaibhav Sahu running
away. Following her com-
plaint, police registered an
offence under Section 457,
380 IPC against both bur-
glars and on Wednesday
arrested both of them
from whom the stolen cash
and ornaments were re-
covered.

Two burglars arrested in Tikrapara

RRaaiippuurr,,  FFeebb  0022:: With the objective
to enhance the efficiency and pro-
ductivity of government employ-
ees and as per the announcement
of Chief Minister on the occasion
of Republic Day, General
Administration department has
issued a notification today. It has
been stated in the notification
issued that all the Saturdays round
the year have been declared as
holidays, which means that the

Government employees will have
five working days per week. It has
also been stated in the notification
that the working hours have been
fixed from 10 am to 5.30 pm for
the offices of the State Ministries
and Head of Departments and all
the field offices. During the office
hours, the lunch break will remain
as before. This order will be effec-
tive from the date of issue of noti-
fication.

System of ‘five working days 
per week’ implemented in state

Bike lifted
RRaaiippuurr::  Unidentified lifter escaped with a Hero CD-Dawn CG05-E-
0885 from Sanyasipara where it was parked by owner Balram
Yadav. The lifting was later complained in Khamtarai police sta-
tion where an offence has since been registered under Section 379
IPC against unidentified lifter and further investigation is now
underway.

Two bikes set afire
RRaaiippuurr:: Unidentified miscre-
ants set afire two bikes parked
outside complainant Ramavtar
Vasudev’s house in Ramkund
locality. The fire was later
complained in Azad Chowk
where an offence has been
registered under Section 435
IPC against unidentified mis-
creant and further investiga-
tion is now underway.

One arrested under
Arms Act

RRaaiippuurr::  Vidhan Sabha police on
Wednesday arrested a man
under Arms Act from near Zero
Point after he was nabbed ter-
rorizing the locals armed with
a buttoned knife. Identified as
Ubhey Tandon was immediate-
ly taken to the police station
where he was booked under
Section 25, 27 of Arms Act.
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Central Chronicle News

Takathpur, Feb 02: The
presentation of the 4th
Union Budget by the
Union Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman at
one place by BJPians
met with all praise and
termed it as good for
progress of the country
and for welfare of gener-
al public, on the other,
Congmen termed it as
highly disappointing
and one leading to in-
creasing inflation.
Modi govt not in mood

for 'aache din':
Rashmi

M L A
and parlia-
m e n t a r y
secretary
R a s h m i
A s h i s h
S i n g h
t e r m i n g

the budget as disap-
pointing said that this
will lead to rise in infla-
tion and unemployment
and no effective decision
has been taken in favour
of common men. In this
period of high inflation
the tax payers were hav-
ing high expectations of
getting some relief from
Modi government, but it
seems that the very
thought of witnessing
'aache din' by public are
yet to come.'

Three schemes 
for women most 

welcome: Harshita
The for-

m e r
Chairperson
of State
W o m e n ' s
Commission
H a r s h i t a

Pandey terming the budg-
et as women oriented and
said that three different
schemes for women have
been launched in this
budget viz. 'Mission
Shakti', Mission Vatsalya'
and 'Poshan-2'. All these
three schemes would
prove to be highly benefi-
cial for women. Harshita
has also welcomed decla-
ration about opening of
'Digital University' by FM
in the budget.

Jitendra
No provision to remove

inflation, unemploy-
ment: Jitendra

D i s t r i c t
Panchayat
'Sabhapati'
J i t e n d r a
Pandey com-
ing down
h e a v i l y

against the Modi govern-
ment termed the budget as
highly disappointing, as
no relief has been provid-
ed to tax payers in IT tax
slabs. Set aside this no de-
cision has been taken on
GST on petrol and diesel.
So at one place where the
inflation is at its peak and
unemployment is on the
rise, then paying no atten-
tion to these two issues is
probably in not in favour
of nation, he alleged.

Hails starting of digital
currency: Gurucharan

President
S a r a f a
V y a p a r i
S a n g h
Gurucharan
Singh Bagga
said that he

is highly disappointed on
not increase tax slab in the
budget and expressed hap-
piness on offering rebate
in taxes for 'divyangjans'.
Hailing the decision to
start 'digital currency',
Gurucharan said that
strict measures have been
taken to put a check on
persons using all sorts of
measures in tax evasion.
The decision to reduce tax
and surcharge on Co-oper-
ative Samitis was also wel-
comed by him.

Budget devp oriented 
for entire country: Bansi

Former V-
P Nagar
Palika Bansi
P a n d e y
termed the
budget as
one with in-

clusion of all the impor-
tant inputs and said that
the very decision of provi-
sion of Rs 44000 cr to link
'Ken-Betawa' river is a far-
sighted decision in favour
of farmers.

The budget allocation
for Defence has been in-
creased and his will en-
sure safety in borders and
for entire country. With
provision for road devel-
opment in the budget, he
said that it will increase
movement and trans-
portation.

To boost rural 
economy: Mahobia

B J P
M a n d a l
President BR
Mahobia said
that with pro-
vision of Rs
60000 cr to en-

sure tap-water connection
to each and every house in
the country is a decision to
promote 'make-in-India'
concept and apart from this
with decisions for increas-
ing infrastructure in the
country it is development
oriented budget for the
rural economy as well. The
very declaration of provid-
ing Dwelling Units (DUs) to
80 lakh poor families in the
budget is like making
dream of owing a house
true by every poor person,
he added.

No relief to meet up 
fiscal deficit: Gurpreet

Tax con-
s u l t a n t
G u r p e e t
Hura said
that no new
relief has
been provid-

ed in the budget and the old
rates have been continued
further and it is all clearly
visible. It is probably to
meet up the losses during
corona pandemic that no
new relief has been offered.
To disturb housewives

budget: Pushpa
N a g a r

P a l i k a
P r e s i d e n t
P u s h p a
M u n n a
Sriwas said
that no atten-

tion has been paid for
passing on benefit to
housewives in this year's
budget, especially the
women from middle-class
group. There is no men-
tion of smart-city in line
with urban development
in this year's budget, set
aside no mention of bullet
train, about which tall
claims were made by PM
in earlier budget. It is like
the skill of playing with
the sentences and the
words is what is reflected
in this year's budget, she
added.

In favour of general
public: Mamta

D i s t r i c t
P a n c h ay a t
m e m b e r
Dhananjay
K s h a t r i y a
said that
keeping in

mind interest of poor fami-
lies, 80 lakh DUs will be
constructed under PMAY;
youth will get opportunity
for employment; 400 new
trains under 'Vandemra-
tam'; promotion of digitali-
sation and loan worth
crores to states without any
interest for 50 yrs are some
of the important decisions
taken.

Martyrdom of farmers
should be acknowledged:

Shivbalak
The Modi

government
while pre-
senting the
U n i o n
Budget in
2016 has

promised to double the
farmers' incomeby 2022,

but no such thing has hap-
pened till date. Keeping in
mind the martyred farm-
ers during last protest, the
Modi government should
have made provisions in
the budget. In the same
way in last year's budget,
the central government
has made declaration of
providing economic pack-
age of Rs 20 lakh crore and
it turned out to be sheer
fluke. Similarly no atten-
tion has been paid for the
youths in the country in
this year's budget.

Budget to realise
dreams of 'Antodaya':

Ishwar Dewangan
Leader of

Oppn in
N a g a r
P a l i k a
I s h w a r
Dewangan
said that
with assur-
ance of purchase of farm-
ers' crop on MSP and pro-
vision of lakhs in the
budget shows govern-
ment's commitment to-
wards the farmers.

Similarly due empha-
sis has been laid on devel-
oping infrastructure in
the country and on mod-
ernisation.

The central budget not
only reflects India's vi-
sion, but it also realises
the very dream of
'Antodaya' as held by Pt.
Deendayal Upadhyay.

Kitchen budget 
of housewives to 
be costlier: Vimla

Director
G a s
A g e n c y
V i m a l
J a n g d e
said that
she was
h o l d i n g

lots of expectations
from this year's budget,
but no relief has been
provided to the house-
wives by reducing
prices of LPG and the
fire in the prices of ra-
tion edible oil has not
been dowsed either.

This is going to in-
crease monthly food
budget of the house-
wives and their family.
Though some relax-
ation has been provided
in commercial gas
cylinders, but nothing
for housewives, she
added.

Information of expression of App
application given by GPM police

Central Chronicle News

Gaurela Pendra
Marwahi, Feb 02:
Information of expression
of application in school and
colleges is being given by
GPM police. As the

Chhattisgarh government is
very serious about ensuring
the safety of women in the
state, Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel has
launched an app @
Abhivyakti ??? in
Chhattisgarh on 01/01/2022.

This app is being operat-
ed with the objective of pro-
viding quick police assis-
tance to women in distress.
Through SOS call, any
woman can get help from
the police in case of crisis
by filing a complaint

through the app.
In the District GPM

under the direction of
Superintendent of Police
Trilok Bansal, nodal offi-
cers gave detailed informa-
tion to the children and
teachers about the expres-
sion and application of the
app and its usefulness as
well as how to operate the
expression application etc.

DC reviews works of three departments
Central Chronicle News

Korba, Feb 02: District
Collector Ranu Sahu has
instructed the officers to
complete all the renova-
tion related construction
work of five Swami
Atmanand English
Medium Schools in Korba
District in next one
month. She also instructed
to fill the post of vacant
teachers and other posts in
these schools as soon as
possible.

Sahu also directed to
send a demand letter of
sufficient amount for the
education of the students
registered under Mahatari
Dular Yojana to the school
education department.
The Collector also directed
the authorities to submit

proposals for planting
bamboo on the lands allot-
ted to forest dwellers by
FRA in the next three days
to increase the opportuni-
ties for bamboo based
livelihood in the forests.

The Collector has asked
to fill the vacancies of

Anganwadi workers and
assistants in the district
as soon as possible. Mrs.
Sahu here was reviewing
the ongoing works of the
Department of School
Education, Tribal Welfare
and Women and Child
Development in the dis-

trict through video con-
ferencing.

In accordance to the ob-
tained information from
the officers present in the
meeting about the goals
achieved and the achieve-
ments made so far, the
Collector asked to expedite
the departmental activi-
ties for 100% fulfillment of
all the targets till the end
of the financial year.

District Education
Officer GK Bhardwaj,
District Program Officer
Anand Prakash
Krispotta, CEOs of all de-
velopment blocks includ-
ing Mandal Convener as
a representative of
Assistant Commissioner,
BEOs and other field offi-
cers were also present in
the meeting.

BJP hails declarations
made in the budget;
Congress express 
disappointment

Including School, Tribal Development, Women and Child Development dept

DC inspects Gauthans and pasture devp

Central Chronicle News

Koriya, Feb 02: District
Collector Kuldeep Sharma
purchased dung at Navin
Gauthan Mazhagwan
under development block
Baikunthpur and inspected
the construction of super
compost, here while on a
inspection drive under pas-
ture development schemes.

So far 328 quintals of
dung has been procured
here and a action plan has
been prepared for construc-
tion of Gauthan in about 35
acres, setting up of rural
industry park, dal mill,
sleeper, LED bulb construc-

tion, paver block and brick
construction, lemon grass
production, community

farm development, Aloe
Vera and papaya produc-
tion too. It is also proposed

to set up vermi compost
production units as well as
mushroom production and
poultry rearing center at all
Gauthans.Collector Shri
Sharma, while being aware
of the entire action plan,
said that Adarsh Gauthan
can be established here,
where two ponds near
Gauthan have also been
prepared through MGNRE-
GA where makhana pro-
duction and duck rearing
will be done.

Reviews action 
plan for setting 
up rural industry 
park in 35 acres

There will be mass production of Aloe Vera in Baikunthpur
Collector Kuldeep Sharma got detailed information about the production of Aloe Vera from the scientists of

Krishi Vigyan Kendra. An action plan has been made to produce Aloe Vera in about 5 acres near Gauthan, under
which plantation will be done within next 10 days. The senior scientist of the Agricultural Science Center said that
the medicinal properties of aloe vera are well known and its production will open new avenues of employment.
Also Red Lady Variety of Papaya will be cultivated in 7 acres through Horticulture Department under Gauthan area.
Simultaneously, vegetable production will be done by developing a farm in 3 to 4 acres. Vegetable production as
an employment oriented activity through the group will provide additional source of income to the group and will
be able to supply vegetables to the rural area and local market. During the inspection CEO Zila Panchayat Kunal
Dudawat, scientists of Krishi Vigyan Kendra, officers of Agriculture, Horticulture, State Rural Livelihood Mission,
and members of Gauthan Committee were present.

Sreekumar joins
as PCCM of SECR

Bilaspur, Feb 02: SN.
Sreekumar an officer of

1 9 8 9
I n d i a n
Railway
T r a f f i c
S e r v i c e
( I R I S )
took over
as the
n e w

Principal Chief
Commercial Manager
(PCCM) of South East
Central Railway on
January 23, 2022. Prior to
his assignment, he served
as the CFTM and CTPM of
Southern Railway
Chennai, CGM of CON-
COR. During   his  three
decades  long  in  Railway
Service, he  has  served  in
various  capacities  in
Operation, Commercial,
Planning and Vigilance.
He underwent one year
training in Germany to
get an exposure and famil-
iar with a world class
Railway System.

Budget receives mix reaction from BJP, Cong
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North Sound, Feb 02 (PTI): 

Fancied England kept their nerve to reach the ICC
U-19 World Cup final after prevailing over
Afghanistan by 15 runs in an exciting last-four
clash here, ending a 24-year wait for the side.
Spinner Rehan Ahmed became the hero for the
Young Lions, taking three wickets in the penulti-
mate over at a crucial point when their opponents
needed just 18 runs from the last 10 balls on
Tuesday. It was a remarkable turnaround for
England from the previous tournament just two
years ago in South Africa when they finished ninth.
As for Afghanistan, they will head to the Coolidge
Cricket Ground for the third-place playoff.

Eng beat Afghan to enter U-19 WC final

Rain delayed the first of
the two super league
semi-finals at the Sir
Vivian Richards Cricket
Ground after England
won the toss and chose to
bat. Once both sides were
eventually able to take to
the field here, it was
Afghanistan who made
the stronger start. Jacob
Bethell, who lit up the
quarter-final tie with 88
against South Africa last
week, was trapped LBW
by Naveed Zadran, an
early sign that England
faced a difficult task.

Skipper Tom Prest then
joined vice-captain
Bethell in making an
early departure, reducing
them to 2-56, as the Young

Lions struggled to com-
mand with the bat.
George Thomas did
steady the ship with an
excellent 50 after a slight-
ly nervy introduction at
the crease, but was later
beaten by a fine delivery
from Noor Ahmad.

And when William
Luxton was clean bowled
by Izharulhaq Naveed,
Prest's team were five
wickets down having
barely put 100 runs on the
board. However, the rain
came again to delay play
for a further half hour
and led to revised condi-
tions of 47 overs per side.
England's back-end part-
nership of 95 from George
Bell and Alex Horton then

managed to put a differ-
ent dynamic on their in-
nings.

The duo attacked the
Afghanistan seamers
fiercely which managed
to lift the final total to 231.
The earlier interruptions
from the weather meant
Afghanistan had a re-
vised DLS target to match
this score and chasing
their first ever U-19 World
Cup final, they knew a
good start was needed to
seize control of the game.
Opener Nangeyalia
Kharote was unable to
provide it when English
seamer Josh Boyden
claimed his wicket with
just the third ball of the
innings. But Kharote's re-

placement Allah Noor,
smashed a huge six to get
off the mark and quickly
gave his team a platform.

The 18-year-old pro-
duced a marvellous
knock, which featured
eight boundaries as the
momentum of the semifi-
nal swung back
Afghanistan's way. Along
with wicketkeeper
Mohammad Ishaq, the
pair got their team past
90, with Noor making a
valuable half-century.
England's crucial break-
through came after some
wonderful fielding led to a
run-out for Ishaq with
wicketkeeper Horton re-
acting quickly to a loose
throw at the striker's end.

Noor remained stubborn
but eventually went for 60,
with Thomas Aspinwall
claiming a vital wicket.
That set-up a frantic-fin-
ish that could have gone
either way. The 44th over
for England appeared to
have turned the game
when two no balls in a
row gifted their oppo-
nents eight runs, before
Abdul Hadi (37 not out)
smashed a huge six to
take them to 200. But
Ahmed's late flurry and a
nerveless final over from
Boyden carried England
over the line to their first
first U-19 World Cup final
since 1998 in South
Africa, when they lifted
the trophy.

Tom
Prest, Josh

Boyden
and Jacob

Bethell 
celebrate

the 
moment 

of victory.

England end long wait to return to final

New Delhi, Feb 02 (PTI):

At 33, P R Sreejesh is in
the twilight of his career,
but the veteran Indian hock-
ey goalkeeper is in no mood
to call it quits anytime soon
as he is eyeing a World Cup
medal to add to his Tokyo
Olympics bronze before de-
ciding the future course of
his career.

Sreejesh, who made his
senior team debut in 2006, is
regarded as one of the finest
goalkeepers in world hock-
ey. Sreejesh, who captained
the national team to the
quarterfinals of the 2016 Rio
Olympics, was also a part of
the 2014 gold medal-winning
Asian Games squad but his
most cherished dream was
fulfilled in last year's Tokyo
Olympics when India won a
historic bronze after a hia-
tus of 41 years.

But the senior custodian
is still not satisfied as he
aims to win a World Cup

medal next year before tak-
ing a call on his future,
which includes the 2024
Paris Olympics.

"The Olympic medal was
a dream but I still have a
chance to better the colour
of the medal. 2022 is very
important for us which

starts with the FIH Pro
League and then we have
the Commonwealth Games
and the Asian Games," said
Sreejesh, who became only
the second Indian after
women's team skipper Rani
Rampal to win the 'World
Games Athlete of the Year'

award. "The Asian Games
will give us a direct berth in
the Paris Olympics, so there
is as an added motivation.
In the last World Cup, we
couldn't qualify for the
semifinals, so winning a
medal in the World Cup will
complete my goal."

New Delhi, Feb 02 (PTI):

India's star centre-back
Sandesh Jhingan has
signed a multi-year deal
with sportswear giant
Adidas.

Jhingan, who repre-
sents ATK Mohun Bagan
in the Indian Super
League (ISL), will work
closely with the sports-
wear company in engag-
ing and inspiring the
youth to take the game to
the next level.

A recipient of All India
Football Federation's
(AIFF) Emerging Player of
the Year award in 2014,
Jhingan was named the
Men's Player of the Year in
2020-2021.

He is also the recipient
of the Arjuna Award in
2020 for his contribution to
Indian football.

A fan of Manchester
United, Jhingan will now
join the brand's elite pool
of athletes which includes
the likes of Lionel Messi,
Mo Salah, Paul Pogba,

Paulo Dybala to name a
few. The brand also part-
ners with some of the lead-
ing football clubs in the
world including
Manchester United,
Arsenal, Real Madrid,
Juventus, and Bayern
Munich. In India, Jhingan
joins the likes of Rohit
Sharma, Mirabai Chanu,

Lovlina Borgohain,
Manpreet Singh, Simranjit
Kaur, Nikhat Zareen,
Jeremy Lalrinnunga who
all are are associated with
adidas.

Jhingan said, "My jour-
ney with football has been
very enriching, and I as-
pire to make it a far bigger
sport in India than it is

today. I feel Adidas gets my
passion and love for foot-
ball like no other, given its
long-standing relationship
with the sport." Adidas
India's senior director
Sunil Gupta said, "Sandesh
is a role model for many
young footballers and a
perfect combination of
passion and talent.

Bengaluru, Feb 02 (PTI):

P r a j n e s h
Gunneswaran is keen to
regain the Bengaluru
Open title which he won
in the 2018 as the
Karnataka State Lawn
Tennis Association gears
up to host back-to-back

ATP Challenger events
starting Sunday with the
qualifiers.

"I have great memories
of Bengaluru. I practiced
at the KSLTA for a fairly
long period and I have
had a good outing at the
Challengers," Prajnesh
said. "I have many titles

here and it is like a sec-
ond home for me in India
other than Chennai. I am
looking forward to  com-
ing back to the City
which is very familiar to
me and winning would
definitely add to my joy,"
said the 32-year-old in an
interview from Pune.

Currently ranked 228
in the world, Prajnesh
who got into the main
draw of the Bengaluru
Open on Tuesday, expects
a stiff competition dur-
ing the weeks to come.

"Definitely, it is going
to be tough. I'm sure
there a lot of good play-
ers, especially because
it's right after Pune and
then the two Challenges
are in a row.

"So a lot of the higher
ranked players end up
staying, which is not nec-
essarily good for the
Indians, but it is good to
have an event with quali-
ty players. It's always
nice to watch and be a
part of it," he said.

Dubai, Feb 02 (PTI):

New Zealand's Daryl
Mitchell was on
Wednesday named the re-
cipient of 2021's ICC 'Spirit
of Cricket' award for not
taking an easy single dur-
ing the T20 World Cup
semifinal against England
as he felt he had "obstruct-
ed" the way of bowler Adil
Rashid in that moment.

Mitchell won the award
for his gesture during the
game in Abu Dhabi on
November 10 last year,
which New Zealand won
by five wickets. Mitchell is
the fourth New Zealand
player to win the award,
following in the footsteps
of Daniel Vettori, Brendon
McCullum and Kane
Williamson.

"It's an honour to receive
the ICC Spirit of Cricket
Award," Mitchell said.

"To be part of that T20
World Cup in UAE was an
amazing experience, and
to receive an award like
this is pretty cool.

"It's something that we
pride ourselves on as New
Zealanders, the way we go
about playing our cricket,
and yes, the Spirit of
Cricket side.

"Personally, I felt I got in
the way and we wanted to
win on our own terms, and
didn't want to be contro-
versial in such a big game.
It paid off in the long run
that we won the game.
Looking back, it all hap-
pened pretty quickly."

The incident occurred
on the first ball of the 18th

over bowled by Adil
Rashid, with the score at
133/4 and James Neesham
on strike.

Neesham smashed the
ball down the ground and
it would have been an easy
single. But Mitchell, at the
non-striker's end, refused
to take the run, conceding
that he had impeded
Rashid in a high-pressure
chase, with a place in the

World Cup final at stake.
Nasser Hussain, who

was live on commentary
during the contest, was
full of praise for Mitchell
saying, "That is very good.
That is so New Zealand, it
really is. So easy to take a
run there. But the non-
strike said, 'No, I've got in
the way of Adil.' Anything
sums up New Zealand
cricket it was that."

Dubai, Feb 02 (PTI):

Opener KL Rahul moved
a place up to fourth while
Virat Kohli and India's
new white ball skipper
Rohit Sharma remained
static on 10th and 11th po-
sitions, respectively, in ICC
T20 rankings for batters is-
sued on Wednesday.

In the bowling chart,
seamer Bhuvneshwar
Kumar wasthe best-placed
Indian at 20th position,
having dropped a run
while pace spearhead
Jasprit Bumrah feel two
places to 26th. No Indian
featured in the all-

rounder's list. India,
though, did not feature in
T20 Internationals in re-
cent times.

Left-arm spinner Akeal
Hosein and fast bowler
Jason Holder have
achieved career-best rank-
ings in bowling after help-
ing the West Indies to a se-
ries-deciding 17-run victo-
ry in the fifth match
against England in
Bridgetown.

In the latest weekly up-
date to the men's rankings,
which considers perform-
ances in the last three
matches of the series,
Hosein has moved up 15
places to 18th position
after a haul of four for 30
that helped him finish
with six wickets in three
matches.

All-rounder and former
captain Holder, who per-
formed the unique feat of
grabbing four wickets in
four balls to finish with
match figures of five for 27
and a tally of nine wickets
in those three matches, has
advanced three places to
23rd with a massive gain of
20 rating points.

London, Feb 02 (PTI):

Olympic gold medal-win-
ning javelin thrower Neeraj
Chopra was on Wednesday
nominated for the presti-
gious Laureus 'World
Breakthrough of the Year'
award, making him the first
Indian to be featured in the
short-list for this category.

He was clubbed alongside
tennis stars Daniil Medvedev
and Emma Raducanu among
others. The 23-year-old
Chopra last year became
only the second Indian to win
an individual Olympic gold
medal and first in track and
field in Tokyo with a throw of
87.58 metres in his second at-
tempt. The performance cat-
apulted him to superstar sta-

tus in India and also brought
him worldwide acclaim.

"...it's a great honour for
me to be recognised in the
wider sporting world for
what I achieved in Tokyo.
From being a kid in a small
village in rural India who
only took up sport to get fit, to
standing on top of an
Olympic podium, it's been
quite an eventful journey so
far," Chopra said in a state-
ment issued by The Laureus
Academy. "I feel privileged to
be able to represent my coun-
try and win India medals at
the global stage, and now to
have this recognition from
Laureus and be considered
alongside such exceptional
athletes is a really special
feeling."

NZ’s Mitchell receives ICC
Spirit of Cricket Award

Mitchell won
the award for
his gesture
during the
game in Abu
Dhabi on
November 10
last year,
which New
Zealand won
by five 
wickets.
Mitchell is the
fourth New
Zealand player
to win the
award, 
following in
the footsteps
of Daniel
Vettori,
Brendon
McCullum and
Kane
Williamson.

Sandesh Jhingan signs
multi-year deal with Adidas

"My journey with football
has been very enriching, and I
aspire to make it a far bigger
sport in India than it is today.
I feel Adidas gets my passion
and love for football like no
other, given its long-standing
relationship with the sport."

Olympic champion Neeraj
nominated for Laureus Award

Rahul moves a place up to
4th in ICC T20 rankings

Prajnesh keen to regain title at
Bengaluru Open ATP Challenger

"I have great
memories of
Bengaluru. I prac-
ticed at the KSLTA
for a fairly long peri-
od and I have had a
good outing at the
Challengers. I have
many titles here and
it is like a second
home for me in India
other than Chennai. 
I am looking forward
to  coming back to
the City which is very
familiar to me and
winning would defi-
nitely add to my joy." 

New Delhi, Feb 02 (PTI):
Sumit Nagal has been dropped
from the five-member Indian
Davis Cup team for the World
Group 1 play-off tie against
Denmark here next month, the
national tennis federation said
on Wednesday. Nagal (world
ranked 222) made way for Yuki
Bhambri (863) in the squad
which also has Ramkumar
Ramanathan (182) and
Prajnesh Gunneswaran (228)
as other singles players.
The team has been selected
keeping in mind the playing
surface as both India's top-
ranked singles player --
Ramkumar and comeback man
Yuki -- are comfortable playing
on grass courts. Gunneswaran
and Nagal, on the other hand,
are not grass court players.

Nagal dropped,
Yuki returns for

Davis Cup tie
against Denmark

WC medal is my next target, says hockey
goalkeeper Sreejesh after Tokyo high

"The Olympic medal
was a dream but I still
have a chance to better
the colour of the medal.
2022 is very important for
us which starts with the
FIH Pro League and then
we have the
Commonwealth Games
and the Asian Games,"
said Sreejesh, who
became only the second
Indian after women's
team skipper Rani Rampal
to win the 'World Games
Athlete of the Year'
award.
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MOP-UP

Firefighters pump water to a fire engine from a tanker to begin mop-up operations after a
bushfire that was extinguished in the suburbs of Perth, Australia on Wednesday.

BRIEF
Surged

Mexico City:
Mexico’s central bank
says remittances the
money migrants send
home to their relatives
grew by 27.1% in 2021
to total about 51.6 bil-
lion for the year as a
whole. That is a record
amount, despite the
coronavirus pandem-
ic, and would surpass
almost all other
sources of Mexico’s
foreign income, in-
cluding tourism, oil
exports and most man-
ufacturing exports.

Deal
Cairo: South Korea
said it reached a 1.6
billion arms deal with
Egypt a week after
President Joe Biden’s
administration ap-
proved another mas-
sive arms sale to the
Middle Eastern na-
tion. The office of
President Moon Jae-in
in Seoul said the deal
to provide K9 self-pro-
pelled howitzers to
Egypt is the country’s
biggest export con-
tract for the weapon.

Corruption
Johannesburg: The
second part of a judi-
cial report on corrup-
tion in South Africa
has been handed over
to President Cyril
Ramaphosa. The com-
mission, chaired by
deputy chief justice
Raymond Zondo, has
for four years investi-
gated allegations of
corruption during for-
mer President Jacob
Zuma’s tenure from
2009 to 2018.

Poaching
Berlin: Two men ar-
rested over the killing
of two police officers
on a rural road in
Germany apparently
opened fire with hunt-
ing weapons after
being caught with
poached wild animals
in their van, investiga-
tors said. Fatal attacks
on police are rare in
Germany and shoot-
ing near Kusel in the
west of the country
shocked officials from
Chancellor Olaf
Scholz down.

Rejects
Copenhagen: A
Norwegian court
ruled that far-right
extremist Anders
Behring Breivik, who
killed 77 people in
2011, must remain in
prison, saying there
remains obvious risk
he could return to be-
haviour that led up to
massacre. Last
month, Breivik faced
parole hearing before
Telemark District
Court where he pro-
fessed white su-
premacist views and
flashed Nazi salutes
on hearing’s opening
day, while claiming to
have renounced 
violence.

London, Feb 02 (AFP):

Global warming as cli-
mate change is causing
plants in the UK to burst
into flower around a
month earlier, with poten-
tially profound conse-
quences for crops and
wildlife, according to re-
search Wednesday that
used nature observations
going back to the 1700s.
Trees, herbs and other

flowering plants have
shifted seasonal rhythms
as temperatures have in-

creased, according to the
study led by the University
of Cambridge. The results

are “truly alarming” be-
cause of the ecological
threats posed by early
flowering, said Ulf
Buntgen, a professor from
Cambridge’s Department
of Geography, who led the
research published in the
journal Proceedings of the
Royal Society B. Crops can
be killed off if they blos-
som early and are then
lashed by a late frost, but
reasearchers said the big-
ger threat was to wildlife.

This is because insects
and birds have evolved to
synchronise their own de-
velopment stages with the
plants they rely on.

Plants flowering one month
early due to climate change

Researchers said the early flowering could pose a number
of ecological threats.

 UN confirmed that
the past seven
years have been
hottest on record

Washington, Feb 02 (AP):

Pfizer on Wednesday
asked the US to authorize
extra-low doses of its
COVID-19 vaccine for chil-
dren under 5, potentially
opening the way for the
very youngest Americans
to start receiving shots as
early as March.

In an extraordinary
move, the Food and Drug
Administration had urged
Pfizer and its partner
BioNTech to apply earlier
than the companies had
planned.

The nation’s 19 million
children under 5 are the
only group not yet eligible
for vaccination against
the coronavirus. Many
parents have been push-
ing for an expansion of

shots to toddlers
and preschoolers,
especially as the
omicron wave sent
record numbers of
youngsters to the
hospital.

I would say the
parents in my of-
fice are desperate
to get their
youngest kids vac-
cinated, said Dr
Dyan Hes, who runs a pe-
diatrics practice in New
York City where vaccina-
tion rates are high. For
many, that’s the first thing
they ask when they walk
through the door: When
do you think the shot is
going to come out?’

If the FDA agrees,
Pfizer shots containing
one-tenth of the dose

given to adults
could be dis-
pensed to chil-
dren as young as 6
months. Pfizer
said Wednesday it
had started sub-
mitting its data to
the FDA and ex-
pects to complete
the process in a
few days.

An open ques-
tion is how many shots
those youngsters will
need. Two of the extra-low
doses turned out to be
strong enough for babies
but not for preschoolers in
early testing. Pfizer is test-
ing three shots, and the
final data is expected in
late March.

That means the FDA
may consider whether to

authorize two shots for
now, with potentially a
third shot being cleared
later if the study supports
it.

The FDA said
Wednesday it will convene
a panel of independent re-
searchers and physicians
in mid-February to help
review the Pfizer data.
The agency isn’t required
to follow their advice, but
their input is a key step in
publicly vetting vaccine
safety and effectiveness.

The question of how
long to wait for new vac-
cine data and how much
to require is a concern for
FDA regulators, who face
pressure to be more proac-
tive against a virus that
has repeatedly confound-
ed health experts.

US FDA asked to allow COVID-19 vaccine for kids under five

Agatu, Feb 02 (AP):

It’s 2 pm and Hannah
Mgbede asks her husband
if she can take her first
break of the day from
threshing rice so she can
breastfeed their 18-month-
old baby girl fastened to
her back during the gruel-
ing work.

Her husband Ibrahim
Mohammed, 45, used to
harvest as many as 10 bags
of rice a year from his
farm. But that dropped to
just three bags after at-
tackers burned his home

to the ground a few years
ago, as violence between
farmers and herders esca-

lated across the northwest
and central parts of
Nigeria. With that de-

creased yield, Mohammed
hasn’t made enough
money to buy seedlings to
grow yams, soybeans and
guinea corn (sorghum).

‘Sometimes we manage
to eat once (a day),’ says
Mohammed, who has
three children, aged five
and younger. ‘Since the
crisis, it is only by the
grace of God we are feed-
ing to remain alive.’

Here in Benue state, har-
vests of rice, yams and
soybeans were once so
bountiful that it was called
the ‘food basket of
Nigeria.’ But waves of vio-
lence over the last several
years have reduced crops
in the northcentral state of
Africa’s most populous na-
tion.

Hunger crisis looms in Nigeria’s food basket amid conflict

Women and children return from their farmlands after the
day’s work in Agatu village.

 Nigeria survived
with produce 
generated by 
smallholder farmers

Wellington, Feb 02 (AP):
Tonga will entered a lock-
down Wednesday after
finding coronavirus infec-
tions in two port workers
helping distribute aid ar-
riving in the Pacific nation
after a volcanic eruption
and tsunami. The urgent

announcement by Prime
Minister Siaosi Sovaleni
appeared to confirm fears
that accepting the aid fol-
lowing the disaster last
month could usher in a
second disaster by bring-
ing COVID-19 into a nation
that had been virus-free.

The volcanic eruption and
tsunami last month taint-
ed drinking water, severed
communications and left
dozens homeless. Three
people died in Tonga and
two in Peru after the
tsunami crossed the
ocean. Ships and planes
from Australia, New
Zealand, Japan, Britain
and China have been deliv-
ering aid. Those nations
had promised to drop off
their supplies of fresh
water and medicine with-
out coming into contact
with anybody on the
ground in Tonga, which
usually requires incoming
travelers to spend three
weeks in quarantine.

COVID-19 enters Tonga along
with aid, lockdown imposed

Aid supplies are stacked at the port at Nuku’alofa, Tonga.

Quito, Feb 02 (AFP): The
heaviest flooding to hit
Ecuador in two decades
has killed at least 24 people
in Quito, inundating
homes, swamping cars
and sweeping away ath-
letes and spectators on a
sports field, officials said.

A dozen people are miss-
ing and 48 injured,
Ecuador’s SNGRE emer-
gency service said on
Twitter.

Video footage showed
torrents of water carrying
stones, mud and debris
down streets in the
Ecuadoran capital, as res-
cuers helped inhabitants
wade through the fast-run-

ning currents to safety.
Many in the city of 2.7

million people were taken

to shelters, as authorities
declared three days of
mourning.

Several killed, scores missing 
as flooding hits Ecuador capital

Aerial view of mud after a flood in La Gasca neighborhood,
northern Quito.

WWaasshhiinnggttoonn,,  FFeebb  0022  ((AAPP)):: When
Kurt Groszhans set out from
North Dakota for Ukraine in
2017, he was eager to connect
with his family’s ancestral home-
land and to farm the rich, black
soil for which the country is
known. But his farming venture
with a law professor who’s now
a high-ranking Ukrainian govern-
ment official soon collapsed in
acrimony and accusations, cul-
minating in his arrest last
November on charges of plotting
to assassinate his former busi-
ness partner. His family and sup-
porters say the accusations are
bogus and designed to silence

Groszhan’s claims of corruption
in Ukraine, a country pulled
between Russian and Western
interests and straining to shed
its reputation for graft and
cronyism. The case is unfolding
as Ukraine braces for a potential

Russian invasion and as the US
has ordered the families of
American personnel at the US
Embassy there to evacuate,. The
upheaval has Groszhan’s family
afraid that the North Dakota
farmer could be left behind, with
the US government preoccupied
with broader concerns of possi-
ble military action and geopoliti-
cal chaos.‘We’re terrified for my
brother’s well-being right now,
especially everything that you’re
hearing in the news with the
Russian troops on the border,’
his sister, Kristi Magnusson, said
in an interview with The
Associated Press. 

As Russia tensions boil, 
US farmer remains jailed in Ukraine

Kurt Groszhans

Damascus, Feb 02 (AP):
At Hammam Bakri in
Damascus’ Old City,
Syrian men wrapped in
towels from the waist
down lie down on a scald-
ing marble floor. Masseurs
vigorously scrub their
skin with a soap-soaked
loofah and wash them

down with hot water.
Around a hexagonal foun-
tain outside traditionally
found in old Damascene
houses patrons sip an infu-
sion of herbs and dried
flowers known as zhourat.
The soothing smell fills
the air around the domed
roof.

Power cuts help revive Syrian
tradition of public bathhouses

An employee wraps a towel on a customer in a public
bathhouse in Damascus, Syria.

WWaasshhiinnggttoonn,,  FFeebb  0022  ((PPTTII)):: A
compound found in the medici-
nal and culinary herb rosemary
may potentially block the
SARS-CoV-2 virus, and prevent
inflammation caused by
COVID-19, a preliminary study
suggests. The research, pub-
lished in the journal
Antioxidants, found that the
compound, carnosic acid, can
block the interaction between
the SARS-CoV-2 spike protein

and the receptor protein ACE2.
Spike protein is used by the
SARS-CoV-2 virus to infect the
cells, while ACE2 acts as a
gateway to enter the cells. The
researchers also reviewed evi-
dence from prior studies that
carnosic acid has a separate
effect in inhibiting a powerful
inflammatory pathway that is
active in severe COVID-19 as
well as in other diseases
including Alzheimer’s.

Rosemary compound may
block COVID-19 infection



F ebruary 2 marked the World
Wetland Day. The day is cele-

brated world over to raise awareness
about the critical importance of wet-
lands for people and our planet Earth.
Besides, the World Wetland Day is also
an occasion to commemorate the sign-
ing of the Ramsar Convention on
Wetlands in the Iranian city of Ramsar
in 1971. It is pertinent to note today
that according to the Global Wetland
Outlook by the Ramsar Convention,
wetlands, amongst the world's most
economically valuable ecosystems and
regulators of the global climate, are
disappearing three times faster than
forests. While a lot is known about the
importance of forests, the utility of
wetlands is not always fully under-
stood. Peatlands, which account for
just 3 per cent of the world's land sur-
face, store twice as much carbon as
forests thus playing a crucial role in de-
livering global commitments on climate
change, sustainable development and
biodiversity. Wetlands, of course, also
help reduce the risk of disasters such
as floods by protecting coastlines.

A recent compilation of species rich-
ness in coastal and marine ecosystems
has indicated presence of at least 14
species of seagrasses, 69 species of
mangroves (including associates), over
200 species of diatoms, 512 species of
porifera, 1,042 species of cnidaria,
55,525 species of molluscs, 2,394
species of crustaceans, 2,629 species
of pisces, 37 species of reptiles, 243
species of birds and 24 mammalian
species. As many as 925 floristic and
4,107 faunistic species are known to in-
habit Indian mangroves. Scleractinia
corals of India have richer diversity as
compared to other tropical reefs with

at least 478 species thriving in signifi-
cant reef areas of the country. Every
year, millions of migratory birds flock
to India and wetlands are critical to
this annual phenomenon. Ecologically
dependent on wetlands, migratory wa-
terbirds connect continents, hemi-
spheres, cultures and societies through
their seasonal movements. Migration
is a period of great vulnerability, a time
when birds experience highest mortali-
ty rates. The 'stopover' sites provide
migratory birds rest, protection from
predators and inclement weather be-
fore moving on to the next leg of their
journey. A diversity of wetland commu-
nity provides essential stopovers to
birds. Migratory waterbirds, in turn,
play an essential role in wetlands they
inhabit at different stages in their life
cycle, by contributing to resource flux-
es, biomass transfer, nutrient export,
food-web structure, and even shaping
cultural relationships.  

The Central Asian Flyway (CAF) is
one of the nine global waterbird fly-
ways, comprising migratory routes
from the northernmost breeding
grounds in Siberia to southernmost
non-breeding grounds in the West and
South Asia, The Maldives and British
Indian Ocean Territory (CMS 2005).
Nearly 71% of the migratory water-
birds of the CAF use India as a stopover
site. Sustaining the health of Indian
wetlands is thus crucial for maintain-
ing the waterbird populations within
the flyway. Wetlands also have a deep
connection with Indian culture and tra-
ditions. Loktak Lake in Manipur is
revered as 'Ima' (meaning Mother) by
the locals, whereas Sikkim's
Khecheopalri Lakeis popular as the
'wish fulfilling lake'. The north Indian

festival of Chhath is one of the most
unique expressions of the association
of people, culture, water and wetlands.
Dal Lake in Kashmir, Khajjiar Lake in
Himachal Pradesh, Nainital Lake in
Uttarakhand and Kodaikanal in Tamil
Nadu are popular tourism destinations
of the country, contributing significant-
ly to the local economy. Fisheries and
tourism in Odisha's Lake Chilika sup-
port livelihoods of over 2 lakh people
living around the lagoon. Despite their
huge importance, wetlands are global-
ly under threat for a host of reasons in-
cluding water drainage, pollution, un-
sustainable use, invasive species, de-
forestation and soil erosion.

In India, however, we are proudly re-
versing the global trend of shrinking
wetlands. In doing so, we continue to
draw inspiration from our rich past.
Wetland finds mention even in
Chankaya's Arthashastra where it is re-
ferred to as 'anupa', or incomparable
lands, and considered sacred. With
Prime Minister Narendra Nodi making
sustainability a key aspect of develop-
ment, there has been an overall im-
provement in how India cares for its
wetlands. The country is now a land of
47 Ramsar Sites. This is the largest net-
work of Ramsar Sites for any country
in South Asia. A Ramsar Site, for those
who may not know, is a wetland site
designated to be of international im-
portance. India's National Wildlife
Action Plan (2017-2031) identifies con-
servation of inland aquatic ecosystems
as one of the 17 priority areas, and en-
visages development of a national wet-
lands mission and a national wetlands
biodiversity register as key interven-
tions. Integration of wetlands in river
basin management has been identified
as a strategy for the management of
river systems. Wetlands purify and re-
plenish our water, and provide fish and
rice that feed billions. Understanding
this criticality, the National Action Plan
for Climate Change includes wetland
conservation and sustainable manage-
ment in the National Water Mission
and the Green India Mission. Wetlands
receive protection from a number of
central enacted rules and regulation.
Provisions of the Indian Forest Act,
1927, the Forest (Conservation) Act,
1980 and the Indian Wild Life

(Protection) Act, 1972 define the regu-
latory framework for wetlands located
within forests and designated protect-
ed areas. In 2017, MOEFCC notified the
Wetlands (Conservation and
Management) Rules under The
Environment (Protection) Act, 1986
(EP Act). As per the provisions of these
Rules, State Wetlands Authorities have
been constituted as the main policy
and regulatory bodies within states. 

Further, under the EP Act, coastal
wetlands are protected under the
Coastal Regulation Zone (CRZ)
Notification (2018) and its amend-
ments and the Island Protection Zone
(IPZ) Notification 2011. In 2020, the
MoEFCC took up 'Wetlands rejuvena-
tion' as a transformative idea. The pro-
gramme is structured around a four-
pronged approach: a) Developing
baseline information; b) Rapid assess-
ment of wetlands condition using a set
of parameters in the form of wetland
health cards; c) Enabling stakeholder
platforms in the form of wetland mitra;
and d) Management planning. The pro-
gramme has since been upscaled to
cover over 500 wetlands. As part of the
Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsava celebra-
tions and to get peoples participation
in the conservation of wetlands, wet-
land mitras have been registered in all
significant wetlands and value and
threat signage have been installed in
these wetlands. A national wetlands
portal (https://indianwetlands.in/) has
been developed as a knowledge hub on
wetlands for use of all wetlands man-
agers and stakeholders.  Wetlands not
only support high concentrations of
biodiversity, but also offer a wide
range of important resources and eco-
logical functions such as food, water,
fibre, groundwater recharge, water pu-
rification, flood moderation, storm pro-
tection, erosion control, carbon stor-
age and climate regulation. The gov-
ernment of India accords high signifi-
cance to wetlands conservation, and
seeks to mainstream their full range of
values at all levels of developmental
planning and decision-making. 

((BBhhuuppeennddeerr  YYaaddaavv  iiss  UUnniioonn  CCaabbiinneett
MMiinniisstteerr  ffoorr  EEnnvviirroonnmmeenntt,,  FFoorreesstt  &&

CClliimmaattee  CChhaannggee  aanndd  LLaabboouurr  &&
EEmmppllooyymmeenntt..))

Reasons for India valuing wetland conservation
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No change
Finance Minister Nirmala

Sitharaman spoke for one hour
and 30 minutes on delivered the
Budget 2022-23, making it the
shortest among the budget
speeches that generally go for
about 2 hours at least. As usual.
Prime Minister (PM) Narendra
Modi gaga over the budget,
whereas Congress MP Manish
Tewari termed the Budget 'unreal-
istic and unimplementable',
CPM's Sitaram Yechury asked
why the super-rich weren't being
taxed more. TMC leader Derek
O'Brien said it was a "PM (Does
Not) Care Budget". As usual the
salaried class expect the finance
minister to provide some income
tax relief in the Union Budget to
boost consumption amid the on-
going Covid-19 pandemic. From
increasing the basic tax exemp-
tion limit of Rs 2.5 lakh to hiking
standard deduction limit, taxpay-
ers are hoping for a host of new
tax measures from this year's
Budget. But no change in income
tax in Sitharaman's budget.
Similar way, nearly 65 lakh pen-
sioners, under the EPS-95 scheme
of the EPFO who have worked life-
long got only a paltry minimum
pension of Rs 1000, which is less
than a destitute pension, remain
unchanged. May be one of the
main reasons these EPS 95 pen-
sioners will not be affected by
vote politics. Whatsoever, few im-
portant inclusion/exclusion in the
budget are: taxpayers can file up-
dated returns within two years;
'Make in India' can create 6 million
jobs; whereas, more than six crore
lost his/her jobs during Covis19;
women's empowerment:
Saksham Anganwadis, or 2 lakh
next-gen anganwadis to be pow-
ered by clean energy; 80 lakh
homes to be completed under PM
Aawas Yojna; digital university in
different Indian languages to be
established; one Channel PM e-
Vidya to be expanded to include
200 channels (scope for the more
PM Modi publicity) and in a coun-
try where even after development
still remain top in the world's
hunger list, but in Sitharaman's
budget custom duty on cut, pol-
ished gemstones reduced to 5% to
help rich.

BBiiddyyuutt  KK  CChhaatttteerrjjeeee,,  FFaarriiddaabbaadd

Honest official
Buying a luxury car or building

a palatial house for an honest gov-
ernment official is not possible in
any world. The politicians of many
constituencies in India are also
government officials as they are
drawing salary from the govern-
ment but their salary and their life
style do not match. For them
building a mansion or buying
swanky cars is child's play. The
property statement that the politi-
cians have to file before the elec-
tion though not accurate still is a
lot that a government salary could
ever afford. I have never seen any-
one questioning the politicians on
their property statement. From all
these facts and figures we can say
that corruption is weighable, if
you put more than the weighing
scale can hold you are labelled
corrupted but if you maintain the
balance between corruption and
good work you are an honest
politician. 

NNooooppuurr  BBaarruuaahh,,  TTeezzppuurr

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

WHAT THEY TWEET!

PPrraakkaasshh@@aa__LLiibb__

Indian schools exist for
one sole purpose. That is to
drive herd instinct. The
system was introduced by
colonizers and it continued
post independence. The
subsequent ramification is
total lack of innovative
ideas and independent
thought even in adult life.

AAnnkkiitt  GGuuppttaa@@KKiissssee
I had a series of nightmares last night.
I am losing myself because I am unable
to connect any of them to reality. I
don't know what caused it. it triggered
my anxiety, every inch of my body is in
pain and meds aren't helping. It's like
waking up to another nightmare.

FFaarrhhaann  AAkkhhttaarr@@FFaarrOOuuttAAkkhhttaarr

Walking down a street in Atlanta
last eve .. looked up and saw @the-
virdas face looking down at me from
a billboard informing us that he's
coming into town to do his thing.
Felt good. Go conquer my friend.

SSuujjaayy  JJeeppppuu
@@ssuujjaayyrrjj

Arun Jaitley's promise of
rewarding honest n middle
class tax payer was nvr ful-
filled. If the same promise
ws made to the farming
community and not fulfilled,
wud have made a lot of noise
and govt wud be forced to
course correct. The Indian
middle class s always taken

for granted.

VViisshhwwaannaatthh@@vviisshhyy997722
War won't happen. A bullet won't
be needed and Ukraine will change
from within. The two breakaway
province will gain recognition by
state duma. Internally zelensky will
be thrown out over next yr for his
silly antics that brought the
provinces to go away fully.

JJiimmuu  MMeellee@@JJiimmuuMMeellee
Lake Kahmu wuya of Dibang Valley. Dibang valley might surprise you.

hheeaalltthhiisswweeaalltthh@@ssuujjaakkrraaoo
Those wanting to know what
actually happened and how par-
tition came about should read
the notes of HMPatel .the then
cabinet secretary at that time
instead of the lies pedalled by
half wits and propagated by
media.

F ormer Enforcement Directorate joint director
and Bharatiya Janata Party leader Rajeshwar

Singh said that he would improve governance and con-
tinue his work against mafias. Singh's name was an-
nounced by BJP from the Sarojini Nagar assembly con-
stituency for the upcoming Uttar Pradesh polls. Earlier,
Former IPS officer Asim Arun, who applied for volun-
tary retirement scheme, joined BJP. He is projected as a
Dalit face and a youth model by the party. Additionally,
former IAS officer and BSP leader Ram Bahadur also
joined BJP. In his most recent stint, Arun was the
Commissioner of police in Kanpur and had nine years
of service left ahead of him. Though, joining and con-
testing election is a constitutional right, the serving and
former government officers shall be mindful of impact
it will have on perception about government services.
Every decision they made during the service will be as-
sessed based on their potential future political vocation.

These former government officers are joining similar
to Aparajita Sarangi who became a member of parlia-
ment from Bhubaneshwar in Odisha. She was a 1994-
batch IAS officer, was serving as the joint secretary for
MGNREGA under the Ministry of Rural Development in
the Central government, before she sought voluntary re-
tirement. There are numerous examples in history of re-
tired civil servants joining politics what's rarer is for
serving officers to quit and join politics. In the Narendra
Modi government at the Centre, for example, there are
Hardeep Singh Puri and RK Singh at present. Other suc-
cessful names in the list of bureaucrats or diplomats-
turned-politicians include Yashwant Sinha, Meira
Kumar, Pavan Verma and PL Punia. Bureaucrats are not
allowed to join private establishments for one year, how-
ever, there is no such 'cooling off' period when it comes to
joining politics. Rules for all-India services require that
officials undergo a 'cooling off period' of a year after they
retire and before they can join a private firm. Earlier, the
cooling-off period used to be two years, but it was cut by
half by the NDA government in December 2015. In 2021,
the Central Vigilance commission (CVC) had taken a
strong view of retired officials taking up jobs in private
sector organisations soon after their retirement. The
CVC then said acceptance of such an employment offer
without the completion of mandatory cooling-off' period
constituted a serious misconduct.

In an order issued to all secretaries of all Central
Government departments, the CVC had said, 'It has
been observed that on some occasions, immediately
after their retirement from government organisations,
retired officials are taking up full-time job or contractu-
al assignments in private sector organisations." The
probity watchdog noted 'post retirement acceptance of
an offer by retired government officials without cool-
ing-off period constituted a serious misconduct on their
part'. However, the mandatory "cooling off" period ap-
plies only for private sector assignments after retire-
ment and there is no ban on joining politics. This has
paved the way for a massive influx of 'babus' to political
parties in UP. There is no rule to stop government ser-
vants from joining politics after their retirement. In
2013, the Election Commission had written to the
Department of Personnel and Training (DoPT) and
Law Ministry, suggesting a cooling-off period for bu-
reaucrats joining politics after retirement, but it was re-
jected. The Legislative Department of the Ministry of
Law advised that any such restriction against officials
joining politics or contesting polls may not stand the
test of valid classification under Article 14 of the
Constitution of India' And the DoPT told the EC that its
suggestions may not be appropriate and feasible. But
serving government officers resigning and joining to
political parties to contest election puts question into
every decision taken by them during the service.

Mindful of perception

I t was a moment of great pride for the team that
created Vande Bharat trains (also known as Train

18) when Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman an-
nounced production of 400 trains over the next three
years, said the train creator, Sudhanshu Mani, retired
General Manager, Integral Coach Factory (ICF).
Presenting the Union Budget for 2022-23, Sitharaman
said 400 new energy efficient Vande Bharat trains will
be introduced in three years. He also hoped that the
Integral Coach Factory (ICF) would soon be working on
the project of sleeper version of Train 18 christened as
Train 19 when they started work on it but was later dis-
continued by the Indian Railways and the aluminium-
bodied energy-efficient Train 20, the project lying in
limbo for three years. The Vande Bharat Express or
Train 18 is a semi-high speed train designed, developed
and built by the ICF at an outlay of Rs 100 crore. It does
not have a separate engine, but electric multiple units
(EMUs) for traction. Scaling of Vande Bharat trains for
passenger transport in India will let railway become
much safer and efficient in operation.

In Germany, especially on regional and local lines,
traditional trains are being replaced by multiple units
on a large scale. Multiple units are generally safer, and
they are self-contained units, they don't need shunting
to get the consist ready for service, and they are more ef-
ficient than engine pulled train since the engine is not a
piece of revenue-earning equipment- it is purely there
to power the revenue earning coaches, and so taking
pieces of equipment that do not generate returns out
seems like a smarter business move- it's the same rea-
son cabooses were done away with in the USA. The
EMU trains able to operate until at night without dis-
turbing the neighbourhood and the resident along the
railway lines. In addition, the EMU have lower weight
per seat value than engine pulled trains that do not
function itself to carry the passengers, this shows the
trains services that stops frequently would consume a
lot energy to accelerate the trains. In case of Vande
Bharat the technological evolution of the concept is
more complex since it also involves capability of run-
ning at 160 kmph. Vande Bharat a driving cabin at both
ends, hence eliminating the need to reverse the train
set, once it reaches its final destination.

Scaling Vande Bharat
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BHUPENDER YADAV

A labourer shows sprouts of bok choy also know as Chinese cabbage at a polyhouse farm on the outskirts of Bangaluru, Karnataka.

POLYHOUSE FARMING
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BRIEF

Revenue

New Delhi: Zouk on
Wednesday said it
aims to garner Rs 100
crore annual revenue
run rate by FY23 as it
looks to expand prod-
uct range and
strengthen operations
across US and Middle
East. COO Pradeep
Krishnakumar told
PTI about offering
stylish products.

Marginal
New Delhi: The coun-
try's largest carmaker
Maruti Suzuki India
(MSI) on Wednesday
said it has witnessed a
marginal increase in
production last month.
I reported a total pro-
duction of 1,61,383
units in last month as
compared to 1,60,975
units in January 2021.
MSI said total passen-
ger vehicle production
stood at 1,57,668 units
last month, against
1,56,439 units in
January 2021.
Production of mini
cars models stood at
23,321 units.

Acquires

New Delhi: Gupshup
on Wednesday an-
nounced the acquisition
of Knowlarity
Communications for an
undisclosed amount.
Gupshup CEO Beerud
Sheth said with addi-
tion of Knowlarity's
products, businesses
will now be able to build
seamless conversations.

Rises
New Delhi: Jubilant
FoodWorks Ltd (JFL),
which operates quick
service restaurant
(QSR) chains like
Domino's Pizza and
Dunkin' Donuts, on
Wednesday reported a
7.48 per cent increase in
its consolidated net prof-
it to Rs 133.19 crore for
the third quarter ended
December 2021. The
company had posted a
net profit of Rs 123.91
crore in the correspon-
ding quarter last year.

Growth

New Delhi: Kyndryl is
betting on India as one
of its key markets for
growth on the back of a
strong talent pool and
value-driven for its glob-
al customers. President
Lingraju Sawkar told
PTI explained that India
accounts for a signifi-
cant part of the compa-
ny's talent base.

Joins
Mumbai:Kalyan C
Korimerla, Founder of
OneEarth Power
Ventures, has joined
Hyderabad-based elec-
tric vehicle manufac-
turer Etrio
Automobiles as a co-
promoter and
Managing Director of
the company. Korimerla
will now be a part of
Etrio's Promoters
Group as well as its
Board of Directors.
With more than two
and half decades of pro-
fessional experience in
the US, Europe, and
India, Korimerla spent
the last decade in the
country.

New Delhi, Feb 02 (PTI):

State government em-
ployees will get an en-
hanced social security
cover and will be treated at
par with central govern-
ment staff, as the centre
has proposed hike of tax
deduction limit to 14 per
cent for state government
employees under the
National Pension System
(NPS), PFRDA Chairman
Supratim Bandyopadhyay
said on Wednesday.

At present, the central
government contributes 14
per cent of the salary to
the National Pension
System, which is allowed
as a tax deduction in the
income of an employee.
For the state government,
the tax-free contribution
by the employer is 10 per

cent.
Finance Minister

Nirmala Sitharaman
while presenting the
Union Budget 2022-23 in
Parliament, proposed to
increase the tax deduction
limit from 10 per cent to 14
per cent in employer's con-
tribution to the NPS ac-
count of the state govern-
ment employees as well.

"This is a significant an-

nouncement to bring state
government employees on
par with the central gov-
ernment employees and
this will help state govern-
ment employees getting
extended social security
benefits in line with their
counterparts in the union
government," Pension
Fund Regulatory and
Development Authority
(PFRDA) Chairperson
Bandyopadhyay said.

Sitharaman said the
move will provide equal
treatment to both central
and state government em-
ployees.

This would help in en-
hancing the social securi-
ty benefits of the state gov-
ernment employees and
bring them at par with
central government em-
ployees, the Minister said.

NPS to enhance social
security cover of state

Govt employees

Supratim Bandyopadhyay

Mumbai, Feb 02: 
LIC of India has revised
annuity rates in respect of
its annuity plans LIC’s
Jeevan Akshay VII (Plan
857) and LIC’s New Jeevan
Shanti(Plan 858) with
effect from 1st Feb 2022.
The modified version of
these plans with revised
annuity rates shall be avail-
able for sale from 1st Feb
2022. The annuity amount
under both annuity options
of New Jeevan Shanti can
be calculated through cal-
culator provided in LIC’s
website as well as through
various LIC Apps. In addi-
tion to revision of annuity
rates LIC’s Jeevan Akshay
VII (Plan no 857) can be
purchased from new distri-
bution channel Common
Public Service Centres
(CPSC – SPV) along with
other existing distribution
channels. 
The plans are available
both online and offline.

LIC modifies LIC’s
Jeevan Akshay VII and

New Jeevan Shanti 
Mumbai, Feb 02 (PTI):

Equity benchmark
Sensex surged nearly 700
points on Wednesday to re-
capture the 59,000-level, as
the post-Budget rally con-
tinued for the second ses-
sion with intense buying
in banking and financial
stocks.

Supportive global cues
also propped up the do-
mestic indices, traders
said.

The 30-share BSE
Sensex closed 695.76 points
or 1.18 per cent higher at
59,558.33. Likewise, the
NSE Nifty jumped 203.15
points or 1.16 per cent to
end at 17,780.00.

IndusInd Bank was the
top gainer in the Sensex
pack, spurting over 5 per
cent, followed by Bajaj
Finserv, HCL Tech, Bajaj
Finance, Kotak Bank and
Axis Bank.

On the other hand, Tech
Mahindra, Nestle India,
Maruti and L&T were
among the laggards.

Of the Sensex con-
stituents, 21 shares closed
higher while 9 were in the
red. India's Budget for
2022-23, with higher alloca-
tion to infrastructure, is
likely to provide a boost to
the ongoing economic re-
covery through a sharp in-
crease in capex spending,
according to experts.

Elsewhere in Asia,
Japan's Nikkei closed with
healthy gains.

Several Asian markets,
including China, Hong
Kong and South Korea,
were shut for the Lunar
New Year holidays.

Stock exchanges in
Europe were trading in
the green in mid-session

deals. In early trading, the
FTSE 100 in London rose
0.5% to 7,574.35.
Frankfurt's DAX gained
1% to 15,619.39 and the
CAC 40 in Paris added
1.4% to 7,099.49. In Asia,
the Nikkei 225 in Tokyo
rose 1.8% to 27,552.61 and
Sydney's S&P-ASX 200 ad-
vanced 1.3% to 7,094.80.
New Zealand’s benchmark
gained 1.9% after the gov-
ernment reported record-
low unemployment of
3.2% in the final quarter of
2021. Jakarta also ad-
vanced.

Meanwhile, internation-
al oil benchmark Brent
crude rose 0.27 per cent to
USD 89.40 per barrel.

Sensex rallies nearly 700 pts,
Nifty above 17,750

Mumbai, Feb 02 (PTI):

The rupee pared its ini-
tial gains to settle on a flat
note at 74.83 (provisional)
against US dollar on
Wednesday, even as the do-
mestic equities closed on a
positive note.

Forex traders said high-
er-than-expected borrow-
ing in the next financial
year and weak fiscal
deficit projections from
the government weighed
on investor sentiments.

At the interbank foreign
exchange, the rupee
opened at 74.76 against the
American dollar, and later
witnessed an intra-day
high of 74.71 and a low of

75.02 against the green-
back.

The local unit finally
ended the day at 74.83,
down 1 paisa from the pre-
vious close of 74.82.

The dollar index, which
gauges the greenback's
strength against a basket
of six currencies, was
trading 0.31 per cent lower
at 96.09.

Gold prices declined by
Rs 125 to Rs 47,837 per 10
gram in the local market
here on Wednesday in line
with lower global prices,
according to HDFC
Securities.

In the previous trade,
the precious metal settled
at Rs 47,962 per 10 gram.

Silver also declined by
Rs 339 to Rs 61,477 per kg
from Rs 61,816 per kg in
the previous trade.

In the international
market, gold was trading
lower at USD 1,799 per
ounce and silver was flat
at USD 22.67 per ounce.

"Gold prices traded
weak with spot gold prices
at COMEX trading down
at USD 1,799 per ounce on
Wednesday. Gold prices
traded down with gold
falling below USD 1,800
per ounce with market
players looking for fresh
cues post US FOMC meet-
ing," Tapan Patel, senior
analyst (commodities) at
HDFC Securities, said.

Rupee flat at 74.83 against
USD, gold lower by Rs 125 New Delhi, Feb 02 (PTI):

The government has en-
visaged the introduction of
new schemes to strengthen
cooperative societies from
the financial year 2022-23
onwards, Union
Cooperation Minister
Amit Shah told Parliament
on Wednesday.

In his written reply to
the Upper House, Shah
said that currently, there is
only one scheme, namely
the Central Sector
Integrated Scheme on
Agricultural Cooperation
(CSISAC), for the promo-
tion and development of
the cooperative sector
across the country.

Under CSISAC, assis-
tance is given to National
Cooperative Development

Corporation (NCDC),
Cooperative Education
and Training; and
National Cooperative
Federation, he said.

"With the formation of a
new ministry, the introduc-
tion of new schemes from
the financial year 2022-23
onwards is envisaged,"
Shah said. The new
Ministry of Cooperation
was created in July 2021 to
strengthen the cooperative
movement in the country.

Shah further said the
new ministry has already

started functioning.
National Cooperative
Development Corporation
(NCDC), which is a statuto-
ry corporation and
National Council for
Cooperative Training
(NCCT), a registered socie-
ty falls under the adminis-
trative control of the min-
istry. In the Budget 2022,
the government has pro-
posed an allocation of Rs
900 crore for the coopera-
tion ministry.

Shah, responding to an-
other query, said the gov-
ernment aims to achieve
overall prosperity in the
country through the
mantra of 'Sahakar Se
Samriddhi' (prosperity
through cooperation).

It is being proposed to
strengthen cooperatives by

bringing transparency,
modernisation and creat-
ing competitiveness, he
said. In order to achieve
this, the minister said the
government is formulat-
ing a new National
Cooperation Policy. For
this, it has started consul-
tations with various stake-
holders including various
ministries/ departments
of central governments,
state governments,
Cooperative Federations,
NABARD and other major
cooperative institutions of
the country. The govern-
ment intends to work in
tandem with the states
and, accordingly, has start-
ed wide consultations with
them on various issues re-
lated to the cooperatives,
he said.

New schemes under CoopMin to be rolled out from next fiscal

New Delhi, Feb 02 (PTI):

Union Power Minister
RK Singh said the Budget
2022-23 has everything that
is required for energy
transition, including a
provision for additional Rs
19,500 crore to boost do-
mestic solar equipment
manufacturing by up to 45
gigawatts (GW).

In the Budget, Finance
Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman provided ad-
ditional Rs 19,500 crore for
the production-linked in-
centive (PLI) scheme for
solar cells and modules
manufacturing domesti-
cally. This will raise the ex-
isting PLI scheme for solar
equipment from Rs 4,500
crore to Rs 24,000 crore,
which will translate into
creating an additional
manufacturing capacity of
up to 45 GW in the country.

"Whatever was required
for energy transition has
been provided in this
Budget. We have a chal-
lenge of energy transition
before us. The energy tran-
sition is necessary to deal
with climate change," the
minister said.

He added that the gov-
ernment has to move to-
wards lower energy
sources which cause ei-
ther lower emissions or
none at all.

"We need to do two
things. First, we need to
produce solar equipment

here (in India) which is
imported. The govern-
ment has provided addi-
tional Rs 19,500 crore for
PLI for solar manufactur-
ing," Singh said.

He also stated that PLI is
a big scheme and helps to
create a production capac-
ity of 40 GW to 45 GW of
solar equipment here in
India, which ranges from
polysilicon to modules.

In her Budget Speech,
Sitharaman said that to fa-
cilitate domestic manufac-
turing for the ambitious
goal of 280-GW installed
solar capacity by 2030, an
additional allocation of Rs
19,500 crore for the PLI
scheme will be made.

In April 2021, the Union
Cabinet approved a Rs
4,500-crore PLI scheme to
boost the domestic manu-
facturing capacity of solar
PV modules.

Budget has everything needed
for energy transition

Washington, Feb 02 (PTI):

India's proposed 'battery
swapping' policy is inter-
esting but is unlikely to
work beyond limited situa-
tions without a heavy-
handed government man-
date and subsidy as major
car companies do not
share the technology
around batteries, an ex-
pert from the automotive
industry has said.

In a major step to pro-
mote EV adoption in
India, Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman,
while unveiling a Rs 39.45
lakh crore budget, an-
nounced that the Indian
government would bring
the battery swapping poli-

cy to boost use of electric
vehicles in the country in
view of space constraints
for setting up charging sta-
tions.

She stated that the pri-
vate sector will be encour-
aged to set up sustainable
business models for bat-
tery or energy service and
this will improve efficien-
cy in the EV (electric vehi-
cle) ecosystem.

"Considering the con-
straint space in urban
areas for setting up (elec-

tric vehicles) charging sta-
tions, a battery swapping
policy will be brought out
and interoperability stan-
dards will be formulated,"
Sitharaman said in her
Budget speech in the Lok
Sabha. "We will promote a
shift to use public trans-
port in urban areas. This
will be complemented by
clean tech and governance
solutions, special mobility
zones with zero fossil fuel
policy and EV vehicles,"
she said.

Battery-swapping policy cannot
succeed without Govt support
Pactical alternative
to increase 
adoption of EVs

New Delhi, Feb 02:  

Policybazaar, one of
India's largest online mar-
ketplace for insurance, has
collaborated with Max Life
Insurance, to empower
homemakers with an op-
tion get term insurance in-
dependent of their spouse’s
term insurance policy.

Currently, homemakers
in India are typically al-
lowed term cover only as
an add-on to their earning
spouse’s cover. In this parl-
ance, the ‘Max Life Smart
Secure Plus Plan’ offered
on Policybazaar will help
secure female homemak-
ers’ lives independent of
their spouse’s life insur-
ance cover. Max Life and
Policybazaar are partner-
ing to address critical chal-
lenges of this customer
base and improve penetra-
tion in the largely untapped
segment. V. Viswanand,

Deputy Managing Director,
Max Life said, “A woman’s
contribution as the home-
maker is essential and irre-
placeable. They take care of
the family's well-being,
offer emotional support
and ensure the financial
balance of the household.
Max Life’s Smart Secure
Plus Plan for homemakers
is a step towards empower-
ing Indian women and en-
abling greater financial in-
clusion by providing pro-
tection in challenging
times.”

Sarbvir Singh, CEO,
Policybazaar.com said,
“Policybazaar has a leader-
ship positioning in the on-
line life insurance market
across savings and protec-
tion categories. In the cur-
rent sales mix of the online
protection category, howev-
er, the housewives segment
remains an untouched op-
portunity.

Max Life, Policybazaar offer ‘Max
Life Smart Secure Plus Plan’ 

New Delhi, Feb 02: 

Leading faucets & sanitary-
ware brand Kerovit, from the
house of Kajaria, has
launched a new television ad
campaign featuring actors
Ranveer Singh and Anushka
Sharma. The company, which
recently engaged Ranveer
Singh as a brand ambassador
in October 2021, aims to cap-
ture the imagination of the
youth. The latest TVC, titled
‘Freedom 3.0’ carries forward
the brand's expression
'Kerovit is Freedom,' empha-
sizing the fact that a bath-
room is a place where a per-
son feels free the most to
express their inner emotions.
The TV commercial depicts
aspiration, emotion, achieve-
ment, artistic expression, and
youthfulness in association
with their luxury sanitaryware
and bath solutions. The TVC
depicts the bathroom as a
heaven for everyone by show-

ing two people who use the
bathroom to express,unwind,
and eventually achieve suc-
cess. The company is
attempting to reach out to the
nation's youth, with whom
the emotion of 'freedom' res-
onates the most.
Mr. Rishi Kajaria,MD Kajaria
Bathware Pvt Ltd and JMD of
Kajaria Ceramics Limited, on
choosing Ranveer Singh as
the brand ambassador, says,
"We believe that Ranveer
Singh has always embodied
the feeling of 'freedom,' and
the common thread of crazi-
ness, style, and uniqueness.
This makes us the perfect
match.The brand personality
of Kerovit is young, bold, and
lively, it is versatile and in
branding terms, has the
'Everyman' personality, that
makes it very relatable,
friendly, and approachable for
consumers. The same goes
for Ranveer Singh – he aptly
personifies the brand."

Kerovit launches new
TVC ‘Freedom 3.0’ 

New Delhi, Feb 02: 

With a commitment to
offer the best audio experi-
ence, Sony announced two
new wireless neckband
speakers SRS-NB10 and
SRS-NS7 in a new comfort-
able and smart design.
The new SRS-NB10 allows
you to take conference
calls, listen to music and
walk around in total com-
fort all day. The SRS-NS7,
offers an immersive Dolby
Atmos enabled personal
cinema sound experience,
along with the WLA-NS7
wireless transmitter ,
which also works with
WF-1000XM3, WH-
1000XM4, WH-XB700, WI-
1000XM2 to realize the
same experience as with
SRS-NS7.

The SRS-NB10 features a
full-range speaker unit that

is angled upwards, so
sound is optimised for your
ears alone. Passive radia-
tors embedded at the back
of the unit boosts the bass
to ensure the sound is well-
balanced. Even with others
in the room, you’ll hear
every word clearly at low
volumes. The new SRS-
NB10 has been perfectly de-
signed for online confer-
ences, making every meet-
ing effortless and comfort-
able whether you’re work-
ing from home or from the
office. The new SRS-NB10,
SRS-NS7 wireless neck-
band speakers and WLA-
NS7 wireless transmitter
will be available across all
Sony Center, E-commerce
p o r t a l s ,
www.ShopatSC.com portal
and major electronic stores
across India from 24th
January 2022 onwards.

Sony launches wireless
Neckband speakers

ONGC, IOC, others to spend
Rs 1.11 lakh cr capex in FY-23
New Delhi, Feb 02 (PTI):

State-owned oil firms
such as ONGC and IOC
will invest over Rs 1.11
lakh crore in the next fis-
cal year starting April as
they supplement the gov-
ernment's massive spend-
ing programme to spur
economic growth.

Oil and Natural Gas
Corporation (ONGC),
Indian Oil Corporation
(IOC), GAIL (India) Ltd,
Bharat Petroleum
Corporation Ltd (BPCL),
Hindustan Petroleum
Corporation Ltd (HPCL)
and Oil India Ltd (OIL) will
together make a 7.4 per
cent higher capital expen-
diture in the 2022-23 fiscal
(FY23). The capex spend-
ing of Rs 1.11 lakh crore in
2022-23 compares with a re-
vised estimate of Rs 1.04
lakh crore for the current
fiscal year that ends in

March, according to Union
budget documents. In the
Union Budget for 2022-23,
the government continued
on its path of supply-side
economics and plans to
boost investments, thereby
increasing jobs and con-
sumption instead of di-
rectly announcing any
monetary relief to the
lower end of the popula-
tion.

None of the oil PSUs gets
any subsidy support from
the government. The gov-
ernment has provided a
small Rs 4,000 crore subsidy
on domestic cooking gas
(LPG) in the next fiscal.



Bollywood actor
A y u s h m a n n
Khurrana, who has

never shied away from
touching upon taboo sub-
jects, says he feels hum-
bled if he has set an agen-
da for content in the coun-
try.

Ayushmann has played
gay man on screen
(Shubh Mangal Zyada
Saavdhan), played a bald
hero (Bala), played a hero
with erectile dysfunction
(Shubh Mangal
Saavdhan), a sperm
donor (Vicky Donor),
tackled how every body
type should be celebrated
(Dum Laga Ke Haisha),
backed a film about the

inclusivity of the trans-
gender community in
India through
Chandigarh Kare
Aashiqui. Asked to
comment on how he
has been the only
star driving impor-
tant social conversa-
tions in the country for
the last five years through
his content-pole cinema,
Ayushmann says, "have
always felt that films that
not only entertain people
to their fullest but also
leave a message for every-
one to ponder over in the
most unique and fun way,
are movies that are the
most engaged with and
discussed heavily."

Amidst increased work pressures and soaring
stress levels today, sound sleep has become a rari-
ty. Having a relaxing end to a busy day that en-

sures complete well-being is thus more integral now
than ever. And this is where Sony SAB has got us cov-
ered! With a promise of inducing positivity and a relax-
ing frame of mind as you call it a day, the channel is all
set to launch Goodnight India, launching on 31st
January onwards to ensure viewers get their daily
dose of happiness and joy. The show manifests Meethi
Si Hassi & Achhi Neend via its content to evoke emo-
tions of happiness, encouraging you to de-stress and
unwind after a hectic workday and highlighting the
idea of goodness that prevails over dark times.

Hosted by ace stand-up performer Amit
Tandon and popular TV actress Jiya Shankar,

Goodnight India will see a series of bone-tick-
ling acts performed by well-known artists on
some of the contemporary and relatable top-
ics. Basis the themes for each of the episodes
introduced by the hosts, the show will have
talented humorists perform sets or hasya
kavitas, showcasing a fine blend of wit,
humor, and satire. A special late-night show
for families, Goodnight India aims at help-
ing viewers to relax and savour the last 30
mins of their day by delivering fun-filled
performances, putting a smile on their
faces, and calming their minds before
they fall asleep. The show will focus on
subjects like mid-life crisis, relation-
ships, daily routine observations,

amongst others, each episode will
see 3 performances by the talent-

ed artistes and will also have a per-
fect combination of open mic as well

as thematic episodes.

Raashii Khanna: ‘Rudra’ 
is a dream project for me
Actress Raashii Khanna, who is all set to make her OTT

debut with 'Rudra: The Edge of Darkness', co-starring
Ajay Devgn, poured her heart out expressing gratitude for

the phenomenal response for her web debut.
Recently, the trailer of 'Rudra: The Edge of Darkness'

was launched on the internet, offering insights into
the crime thriller show.

Talking about her debut, Raashii shares, "'Rudra'
is a dream project for me, not only because I am
making my digital debut with the show but also be-
cause I've been bestowed with an opportunity to
work with a celebrated actor like Ajay Devgn.

She added: "The premise and concept of the
show is dark and gritty which is not a very easy
genre and especially for me, it has been extreme-
ly challenging. As an actor, it has been an ex-
tremely enriching and rewarding experience to
be a part of the show." "The response to the trailer has
been really overwhelming as the audience has poured
their love on me in just a few glimpses, I can't wait for the
audience to watch the entire show." Creating an uproar
across quarters, Raashii has been marking her pres-
ence all over with a streak of projects lined up.

While the actress has begun shooting for her
Bollywood debut 'Yodha' with Sidharth Malhotra,
Raashii is currently shooting for her South venture
with Naga Chaitanya in Moscow.

The actress forays into the digital space with
Applause Entertainment's Rudra, making an ex-
plosive entry on OTT.

Apart from 'Rudra', Raashii Khanna is also
gearing up for Raj and DK's next with Shahid
Kapoor and Vijay Sethupati.

ACROSS
1. Speed checker
6. Dubuque's locale
10. Prima donna
14. Wed secretly
15. Stuck-up one
16. Guitarist ____ Clapton
17. Wanderer
18. Firmly loyal
20. Stag
21. Couple

22. Rents
23. Not false
25. Misplaced
26. ____ bomb
29. Kitchen basin
30. Director ____ Brooks
33. Power outlet
35. ____ in (collapse)
36. Prophetic signs
37. Sheep's bleat
38. Whittled down
39. Petty quarrel

40. About
42. Age
43. Current fashions
44. Twirl
45. Stockings
46. Extinct bird
47. Looks disdainfully
50. Vapor
51. Orderly
55. Housewife
57. Hi
58. In the middle of
59. Climbing plant
60. Tiny landmass
61. Understands
62. Fruit drinks
63. Freedom from war

DOWN
1. Tear apart
2. Lotion ingredient
3. Round roof
4. Renter's rooms
5. Scarlet
6. Debate topic
7. On top of
8. Sorrow
9. Mother-of-pearl source
10. Trim meat
11. Levin and Gershwin
12. Gripping device
13. Performs onstage
19. Office table
21. Channel
24. Shreds
25. Fragrant shrub
26. Got up

27. Musical pace
28. Atlantic or Pacific
29. Skims over
30. Diva ____ Callas
31. Occasion
32. Window sill
34. Dwelling
35. Chinese Dialect
38. Goad
40. Tapioca source
41. Greek deity
43. Shape
45. Obeys
46. Is bold
47. Kind of carpet
48. Alaskan port
49. Send forth
50. Heredity unit
52. She, in Valencia
53. Baldwin or Guinness
54. Lug
56. Young goat
57. In fashion

CENTRAL CHRONICLE, THURSDAY,  FEBRUARY  03,  2022

Today is an important day in the larger
scheme of things. You may finally decide
to buy a home, change your job, or
marry! Sudden and unexpected profits
are on the cards too. Reputation and
rewards are all yours today. This
acknowledgement helps you remain
committed, says Ganesha.

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18
You are human enough to make mistakes,
and humble enough to admit them, and it
is this honesty that people admire in you.
Your affectionate nature will see you excel
at tending to the needs of your family
members today, says Ganesha.

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20
Today new friends are likely to be includ-
ed in your friend circle. The company of
new friends will awaken new enthusiasm
in you and you will spend time happily
with them. You will also discuss your
thoughts and interests with them. You
will spend this evening with fun and
entertainment, says Ganesha.

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20
You are likely to be become too ambitious
today and strive to outdo others. So says
Ganesha. You will be over eager to do some
thing big, lay your hands on something pre-
cious and valuable. Though you are quite
likely to succeed to some extent you over
enthusiasm may land you in serious prob-
lems that may affect your persona; and pri-
vate life.

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

You are likely to take a break from daily
routine. A pleasure trip to recharge your
batteries is on the charts, predicts
Ganesha. Winning favours from members
of the opposite sex comes naturally to
you. If you love someone, you will make
your move today. Evening will be about
doing medication, and getting attuned to
yourself or maybe your sweetheart.

Gemini: May 22 – June 21
Ganesha portends that you will remain
invincible and unbeatable throughout
the day. However, today will be as bor-
ing and uneventful as it gets. It will be
just another day at office, and an
equally simple day at home. There will
not be any low points, but no high
points either.

Cancer: June 22 – July 22
Sometimes, it takes courage to be honest
and admit to your failures. Doing so only
goes a long way in establishing your cre-
dentials as a real person, feels Ganesha. So
understand that, while it is only human to
make mistakes, it takes more than that to
accept them.

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23
A renewed zest for life will bring in a
transformation in you. It is a good time
to let people know how important and
intelligent – yes, you can be both – are.
Your eminence will be obvious as you
show how things are meant to be done.

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

Good news! You will be a people's person
today. Close friends, relatives and family
— you seem to want to spend your time
with all of them today, says Ganesha.
Better news? Your romantic brilliance will
be at its peak today as your fancy takes
wings and creativity flows freely in man-
ners that seem irresistible.

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23
A cascade of let-downs will dent your con-
fidence and shake your determination,
says Ganesha. But don't let these failures
affect you as they are temporary. At work,
your subordinates may force you to take
drastic measures.

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22
You nearly become a superhero in the
eyes of your near and dear ones, says
Ganesha. And what more? You loving
your new avatar. Good news is on its
way as promotion or increment is on the
cards.

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21
You may not get as popular as Romeo did, but
your exceedingly romantic nature will earn you
quite a reputation, not to forget the hypnotic
effect it will have on your sweetheart, says
Ganesha. On the flip side, troubles will chase
you everywhere; you are likely to face prob-
lems with your business rivals and health con-
dition, but your mind will be on guard always,
giving you an edge over your opponents.

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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Sony Entertainment
Television’s most
renowned business

reality Shark Tank India
is all set for its Finale
Week. The show will keep
no stone unturned to en-
tertain its viewers from
the pitchers who will be
seen trying to make their
products get the big bucks
from the Sharks to the
Sharks who will be in the
conundrum of investing
in the right pitch.
Although it will be an ex-
citing week for the view-
ers to watch pitchers with
popular products known
as Jain Shikanji to
unique products Colour
Me Mad, there is a lot
more that awaits you this
final week.

Mumbai-based organi-
zation Colour Me Mad
cracked a deal of 40
Lakhs for 25 % Equity
from Namita Thapar
(Executive Director of
E m c u r e
Pharmaceuticals). The
Mumbai-based company
which has vibrant de-
signs with eco-friendly
textures is what helped in

the popularity of the ven-
ture. Founder Trishla
Surana and Rajeev
Surana shared a dream to
start their own company
which could provide
world-class orthopedic
foot soles and prints their
footwear with colorful de-

signs. Comfort is what
made this product engage
itself into popularity.
Talking about their expe-
rience on the show,
Rajeev Surana said, "I am
from Raipur, a boy whose
city has given him the
passion and courage to

dream big. It truly gives
me immense pleasure
that I have been able to
chart my journey from
my hometown Raipur to
Shark Tank India where I
have been given the
wings of flight needed to
take my company to new
heights of success. My
wife and I would like to
express my appreciation
to Shark Namita Thapar
who saw a vision in our
product and gave us an
opportunity to collabo-
rate.

Her contribution to the
Planning and Research of
the product will help us
to innovate and accom-
plish the goals which this
company deserves.
Raipur gave me the foun-
dation to build my dream
upon and Shark Tank
India has given me the vi-
sion to build it into a suc-
cess!”

To witness such ex-
traordinary business
pitches, tune into Shark
Tank India every Monday
to Friday at
9 pm
o n l y

Raipur lad Rajeev cracks 
a deal of 40 lakhs for his company 

Sony SAB presents 
‘Goodnight India – Raatwala

Family Show!’

Love blooms between
Karan and Monami 

Love is in the air in Sony SAB’s
ZiddiDil - Maane Na with Karan

(Shaalien Malhotra) and Monami (Kaveri
Priyam) finally confessing their feelings
for each other after a mishap at the cave.
To spend some quality time together,
Monami asks Karan out on a date. The
cadets at Parakram SAF decide that they
would all like to go for a movie. They try
to persuade Monami however as Karan
and Monami have a date planned for the
same night she makes up an excuse and
says that she is unwell and would like to
rest. At the same time, Karan agrees to
go along with the cadets and that upsets
Monami. To Monami’s surprise, Karan
backs out from the movie plan at the last
moment. They leave for their date and
while they are on their way, the car shuts

down abruptly. 

Ayushmann: If I’ve set an agenda for content
in my country, then I’m deeply humbled 
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‘Imprisonment can’t
extend beyond 25 years’

New Delhi, Feb 02 (PTI): 

The Supreme Court on
Wednesday sought response
from the Centre on a plea
filed by gangster Abu Salem,
serving life imprisonment
for his role in the 1993
Mumbai serial blasts case,
contending that his impris-
onment cannot extend be-
yond 25 years as per the
terms of the extradition
treaty between India and
Portugal.

A bench of Justices S K
Kaul and M M Sundresh
granted four weeks to the
Centre to respond on a plea
by Salem claiming that the
2017 judgement of TADA
court sentencing him to life
imprisonment was against
the terms of the extradition
treaty. Advocate Rishi
Malhotra, appearing for
Salem, submitted that life im-

prisonment awarded to
Salem is against the assur-
ance given by the Indian gov-
ernment to Portugal from
where he was extradited. The
lawyer submitted that even
though the TADA court had
held that it was not bound by
the assurances of the govern-
ment, the top court has the
power to decide the issue.

"Even despite the categori-
cal assurances by the
Government of India that the
appellant will not be sen-
tenced for more than 25 years
which assurances formed
part of judicial proceedings
right till the Supreme Court
of Portugal and upon which
the Extradition Order was
passed, there was a complete
and gross violation by the
TADA Court when it imposed
sentences of life imprison-
ment for certain offences,"
the plea said.

Over 10-kg tumour removed from kidney
of old HIV-positive Kenyan woman 

New Delhi, Feb 02 (PTI): 

A 59-year-old HIV-
positive Kenyan
woman has received
a new lease of life
after undergoing a
surgery for removal
of a huge tumour
weighing over 10 kg
from her kidney at a

private facility here, hos-
pital authorities said on
Wednesday.

The operation took
eight-and-a-half hours,
and doctors at the hospi-
tal claim that the tumor
measuring 40 cm by 30
cm in size, is the "largest
kidney tumour removed
in India till date" as per
the recorded literature.

The tumour, "larger
than the size of a normal
laptop, was so huge that
it took up almost entire
space in the patient's ab-
domen", making it a chal-
lenging case for the doc-
tors, as also her HIV-posi-
tive condition, doctors
said.

The surgery took place
in December at Max
Super Speciality
Hospital, Shalimar Bagh,
a hospital spokesperson
said .Doctors removed
the tumour from the kid-
ney of the Kenyan
woman patient in a chal-
lenging surgery.

The tumor measuring
40 cm by 30 cm in size
and weighing over 10 kg

from the kidney of the 59-
year-old HIV-positive
woman, is the largest-
ever kidney tumour re-
moved in India, as per
recorded medical litera-
ture, they claimed.

A team of doctors led
by Dr Archit Pandit, as-
sociate director, surgical
oncology and Dr Vineet
Goel, associate consult-
ant, surgical  oncology, at
the hospital, removed the
tumour through an "open
abdominal surgery," hos-
pital authorities said.

The surgery, which
took 8.5 hours, was "suc-
cessful" and the patient
was discharged after five
days post operation, they
said.

"The 59-year-old stage-
three retroperitoneal sar-
coma patient presented
at the hospital recently.
Upon evaluation, we
found that the patient
had a large mass in her
abdomen taking up the
entire space in the ab-
domen.

The tumour of 40 cm
by 30 cm in peritoneal
cavity was encasing her
right kidney completely
which was adhered to
bowel loops," Pandit said.

"Owing to large size of
the tumour the patient
was having difficulty in
her day to day life. It led
to loss of appetite and
her bowel movements
were also severely affect-

ed. After a thorough eval-
uation, we suggested im-
mediate surgery," the
doctor added.

The hospital authori-
ties have also claimed
that this is also, "one of
the world's largest ever
recorded case of kidney
tumour" removed from a
patient.

According to available
medical literature and
published papers, prior
to this case, the largest
kidney tumour removed
in India was at the Sir
Ganga Ram Hospital in
Delhi in 2017, and it
measured measured by
21 cm by 32 cm and
weighed 7.4 kg, they
claimed.

Kolkata, Feb 02 (PTI): 

While schools in
West Bengal will re-
open for classes
eight to 12 from
Thursday, the state
government has is-
sued a notification
for holding open air
learning sessions

from pre-primary level
up to class seven in every
locality from February 7
due to the pandemic situ-
ation.

The project named
'Paray Sikshalay' (educa-
tion centre at your locali-
ty) will have segments
like honing up vocabu-
lary and numerical
skills, story telling,
rhymes, song and dance
as well as classes in re-
spective subjects, the no-

tification issued by
school education depart-
ment said.

Classes there will be
held in two halves - from
11 am to 1 pm and be-
tween 1:30 pm and 3:30
pm - maintaining Covid
safety rules, according to
the notification issued on
Tuesday.

Education Minister
Bratya Basu earlier said
50,159 schools will be in-
volved in the 'Paray
Sikshalay' project in
which classes will be held
on open grounds adja-
cent to school buildings.
Over two lakh regular
teachers and 21,000 para-
teachers (contractual
teachers) will impart ed-
ucation to children there.

Around 60 lakh stu-
dents would be benefited

from the project, he said.
"In the COVID situa-

tion we realise a large
number of students of
many schools, especially
in rural areas, are being
deprived of classroom
teaching which is imped-
ing their growth. Our ini-
tiative will enable stu-
dents to attend classes in
the open space in their
own locality. It has been
hailed by UNESCO, he
had said.

Educationist Pabitra
Sarkar was not sure
whether this mechanism
will have any positive im-
pact. "I don't know if the
necessary infrastructure
can be created for this,"
he said.

SFI state general secre-
tary Srijan Bhattacharya
said the project is noth-

ing but a gimmick and in-
frastructure is not avail-
able to hold regular class-
es involving so many stu-
dents.

ABVP national secre-
tary Saptarshi Sarkar
said the 'Paray Sikshalay'
project was announced
without serious delibera-
tions and only regular
classes even at the pre-
primary level will help
the students.

Trinamool Congress
Chhatra Parishad state
president Trinankur
Bhattacharya, however,
said this unique initia-
tive of the state govern-
ment will benefit the stu-
dents of lower classes
who cannot immediately
attend offline classes in
buildings due to the pan-
demic situation.

Man held for digital 
payment tampering to 

cheat jewellers, hoteliers 
Thane, Feb 02 (PTI): 

Thane police have ar-
rested a 33-year-old man
for allegedly cheating a
number of jewellers and
hoteliers in various states
to the tune of about Rs 25
lakh by tampering with
the digital payment mode,
an official said on
Wednesday.

One of the victims had
lodged a police complaint
here in Maharashtra of
being cheated of Rs 97,330,
Vartak Nagar police sta-
tion's senior inspector

Sadashiv Nikam said. The
accused, identified as
S u b r a m a n i a m
Ramakrishna Iyer, al-
legedly used to purchase
jewellery items or book
hotel rooms and then
tamper with the digital
payment mode while pay-
ing the money, he said.
After rejection of his pay-
ment for the purchase or
booking for want of re-
quired funds, he would
make the payment of Re 1
in any other account. He
would then allegedly
tamper with the successful

transaction and change
the name of the payee and
the amount in it to indi-
cate the payment as suc-
cessful, the official said.

The accused would then
present the tampered
transaction screenshot to
a hotel or jeweller to pose
as if the payment was
done, he said. He made use
of an app to merge both
the failed and successful
transactions and create a
third screenshot that
looked similar to the one
indicating successful pay-
ment, the official said.

Two longest 
rly flyovers being 

built in Katni 
Jabalpur (MP), Feb 02 (PTI):

Two longest railway fly-
overs in the country, with
a total length of 34.9 km,
are being built at the esti-
mated cost of Rs 1,250
crore in Madhya
Pradesh's Katni district
for smooth movement of
trains carrying coal, an
official said on
Wednesday.

The two flyovers, one
each on the up and down
directions, are being built
on the Bina-Katni-
Bilaspur route under the
Katni grade separation
project, said Rahul
Jaipuriyar, the chief pub-
lic relations officer of the
West Central Railway

(WCR) told PTI.
The project will help in

the smooth movement of
coal-laden trains from
mines in the eastern
parts of Madhya Pradesh
and Chhattisgarh, he
said.

Coal trains running on
the Katni-Singrauli route
will have direct access to
these flyovers, he said.

The Rs 1,250-crore proj-
ect was started in 2020
and is expected to be com-
pleted by 2023-24, the offi-
cial said, adding that 25
per cent of the work has
been completed.

The flyovers will com-
prise eight Rail-Over-Rail
(ROR) bridges on two ex-
isting railway routes, in-

cluding six other bridges
on rivers, he said.

The Jabalpur-Katni-
Manikpur and Bina-
Katni-Bilaspur routes
have separate infrastruc-
ture that crosses Katni,
he said.

Due to the cross sec-
tions of two routes, coal-
laden trains were often
stopped at Katni for move-
ment of other trains, in-
cluding passenger and
goods trains, the official
said.

The work of laying the
third track on the down
direction of the Bina-
Katni-Bilaspur route has
commenced and one of
the flyovers is coming on
this track, he added.

SC seeks Centre’s response
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An artist prepares an idol of the goddess Saraswati ahead of the upcoming festival of Basant Panchami, also called
Sarasvati Puja in honor of the goddess Saraswati, in Amritsar, Wednesday.

ARTIST AT WORK

Flock of flamingos on a wetland, in Seawoods area of Mumbai, Wednesday.

WORLD WETLANDS DAY
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For smooth movement of coal-laden trains

CHEATING CASE OF RS 25 LKH

Kashmiri woman
undergoes heart

transplant surgery 
Chennai, Feb 02 (PTI): A
heart transplant surgery
was successfully performed
by a hospital here on a 33-
year-old underprivileged
woman hailing from
Kashmir. The Kashmiri
woman, who was suffering
for 10 years from Restrictive
cardiomyopathy, a condition
where the chambers of the
heart becomes stiff over
time was identified by
Aishwarya Trust, which
funded her transplant treat-
ment cost at MGM
Healthcare, a press release
said. She was on medical
management with worsen-
ing heart failure symptoms
and required early heart
transplantation. She regis-
tered herself with the
Transplant Authority of
Tamil Nadu. On December
31, 2021 she was admitted to
the hospital here with signs
of severe heart failure for
which she was treated. Days
ago, heart of a brain-dead
person from Tiruchirappalli
was rushed to Chennai and
a 'high-risk heart transplan-
tation' was performed.

Students up to class 7 to get lessons from Feb 07
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CBI books EPFO officials for
sharing data of subscribers
with private PF consultants

New Delhi, Feb 02 (PTI):
The CBI has booked over
20 officers of EPFO in
Andhra Pradesh's Guntur
for allegedly receiving
money through payment
applications like PayTM,
PhonePe and Google Pay
among others from private
provident fund consult-
ants in return for perform-
ing their regular duties
like claim settlements, offi-
cials said.

On getting an input that
some EPFO officials are
indulging in gross miscon-
duct, the central probe
agency had carried out
joint surprise check with
EPFO vigilance depart-
ment in regional office in
Guntur during which it
seized the mobile phones
of some employees with
their consent.

After SC relief, BJP 
mayor again takes charge 

Jaipur, Feb 02 (PTI): 

BJP councilor Somya
Gurjar, who was suspended
as the mayor of Jaipur
Greater Municipal
Corporation by the
Rajasthan government for
allegedly misbehaving
with the local body com-
missioner, again took

charge of the post on
Wednesday after the
Supreme Court stayed the
suspension order.

The apex court gave re-
lief to the mayor while
staying the suspension
order which paved the way
for Gurjar to come back to
the post. "I have full faith in
the judiciary. I was commit-
ted to the public and will
continue to be," she told re-
porters after taking charge
as the mayor.

Of Jaipur Greater
Municipal Corporation

Project Sahayata
launched 

Chennai, Feb 02 (PTI): A
new initiative to provide
sustainable assistance to
the veterans of armed
forces, war widows and
their dependents in Tamil
Nadu - Project Sahayata -
was launched by Lt
General A Arun, General
Officer Commanding
(GOC) of Dakshin Bharat
area, here on Wednesday.
In addition to the aid,
Project Sahayata an ini-
tiative by the Chennai-
based Mastermind
Foundation, a Non
G o v e r n m e n t a l
Organisation, will provide
skill development and em-
powerment training to
widows and war widows
aiming to make them self-
reliant, in all aspects, says
Lt Col N Thiagarajan
(Rtd), general manager of
Mastermind Foundation.
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Central Chronicle News

Takathpur, Feb 02: The
presentation of the 4th
Union Budget by the
Union Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman at
one place by BJPians
met with all praise and
termed it as good for
progress of the country
and for welfare of gener-
al public, on the other,
Congmen termed it as
highly disappointing
and one leading to in-
creasing inflation.
Modi govt not in mood

for 'aache din':
Rashmi

M L A
and parlia-
m e n t a r y
secretary
R a s h m i
A s h i s h
S i n g h
t e r m i n g

the budget as disap-
pointing said that this
will lead to rise in infla-
tion and unemployment
and no effective decision
has been taken in favour
of common men. In this
period of high inflation
the tax payers were hav-
ing high expectations of
getting some relief from
Modi government, but it
seems that the very
thought of witnessing
'aache din' by public are
yet to come.'

Three schemes 
for women most 

welcome: Harshita
The for-

m e r
Chairperson
of State
W o m e n ' s
Commission
H a r s h i t a

Pandey terming the budg-
et as women oriented and
said that three different
schemes for women have
been launched in this
budget viz. 'Mission
Shakti', Mission Vatsalya'
and 'Poshan-2'. All these
three schemes would
prove to be highly benefi-
cial for women. Harshita
has also welcomed decla-
ration about opening of
'Digital University' by FM
in the budget.

Jitendra
No provision to remove

inflation, unemploy-
ment: Jitendra

D i s t r i c t
Panchayat
'Sabhapati'
J i t e n d r a
Pandey com-
ing down
h e a v i l y

against the Modi govern-
ment termed the budget as
highly disappointing, as
no relief has been provid-
ed to tax payers in IT tax
slabs. Set aside this no de-
cision has been taken on
GST on petrol and diesel.
So at one place where the
inflation is at its peak and
unemployment is on the
rise, then paying no atten-
tion to these two issues is
probably in not in favour
of nation, he alleged.

Hails starting of digital
currency: Gurucharan

President
S a r a f a
V y a p a r i
S a n g h
Gurucharan
Singh Bagga
said that he

is highly disappointed on
not increase tax slab in the
budget and expressed hap-
piness on offering rebate
in taxes for 'divyangjans'.
Hailing the decision to
start 'digital currency',
Gurucharan said that
strict measures have been
taken to put a check on
persons using all sorts of
measures in tax evasion.
The decision to reduce tax
and surcharge on Co-oper-
ative Samitis was also wel-
comed by him.

Budget devp oriented 
for entire country: Bansi

Former V-
P Nagar
Palika Bansi
P a n d e y
termed the
budget as
one with in-

clusion of all the impor-
tant inputs and said that
the very decision of provi-
sion of Rs 44000 cr to link
'Ken-Betawa' river is a far-
sighted decision in favour
of farmers.

The budget allocation
for Defence has been in-
creased and his will en-
sure safety in borders and
for entire country. With
provision for road devel-
opment in the budget, he
said that it will increase
movement and trans-
portation.

To boost rural 
economy: Mahobia

B J P
M a n d a l
President BR
Mahobia said
that with pro-
vision of Rs
60000 cr to en-

sure tap-water connection
to each and every house in
the country is a decision to
promote 'make-in-India'
concept and apart from this
with decisions for increas-
ing infrastructure in the
country it is development
oriented budget for the
rural economy as well. The
very declaration of provid-
ing Dwelling Units (DUs) to
80 lakh poor families in the
budget is like making
dream of owing a house
true by every poor person,
he added.

No relief to meet up 
fiscal deficit: Gurpreet

Tax con-
s u l t a n t
G u r p e e t
Hura said
that no new
relief has
been provid-

ed in the budget and the old
rates have been continued
further and it is all clearly
visible. It is probably to
meet up the losses during
corona pandemic that no
new relief has been offered.
To disturb housewives

budget: Pushpa
N a g a r

P a l i k a
P r e s i d e n t
P u s h p a
M u n n a
Sriwas said
that no atten-

tion has been paid for
passing on benefit to
housewives in this year's
budget, especially the
women from middle-class
group. There is no men-
tion of smart-city in line
with urban development
in this year's budget, set
aside no mention of bullet
train, about which tall
claims were made by PM
in earlier budget. It is like
the skill of playing with
the sentences and the
words is what is reflected
in this year's budget, she
added.

In favour of general
public: Mamta

D i s t r i c t
P a n c h ay a t
m e m b e r
Dhananjay
K s h a t r i y a
said that
keeping in

mind interest of poor fami-
lies, 80 lakh DUs will be
constructed under PMAY;
youth will get opportunity
for employment; 400 new
trains under 'Vandemra-
tam'; promotion of digitali-
sation and loan worth
crores to states without any
interest for 50 yrs are some
of the important decisions
taken.

Martyrdom of farmers
should be acknowledged:

Shivbalak
The Modi

government
while pre-
senting the
U n i o n
Budget in
2016 has

promised to double the
farmers' incomeby 2022,

but no such thing has hap-
pened till date. Keeping in
mind the martyred farm-
ers during last protest, the
Modi government should
have made provisions in
the budget. In the same
way in last year's budget,
the central government
has made declaration of
providing economic pack-
age of Rs 20 lakh crore and
it turned out to be sheer
fluke. Similarly no atten-
tion has been paid for the
youths in the country in
this year's budget.

Budget to realise
dreams of 'Antodaya':

Ishwar Dewangan
Leader of

Oppn in
N a g a r
P a l i k a
I s h w a r
Dewangan
said that
with assur-
ance of purchase of farm-
ers' crop on MSP and pro-
vision of lakhs in the
budget shows govern-
ment's commitment to-
wards the farmers.

Similarly due empha-
sis has been laid on devel-
oping infrastructure in
the country and on mod-
ernisation.

The central budget not
only reflects India's vi-
sion, but it also realises
the very dream of
'Antodaya' as held by Pt.
Deendayal Upadhyay.

Kitchen budget 
of housewives to 
be costlier: Vimla

Director
G a s
A g e n c y
V i m a l
J a n g d e
said that
she was
h o l d i n g

lots of expectations
from this year's budget,
but no relief has been
provided to the house-
wives by reducing
prices of LPG and the
fire in the prices of ra-
tion edible oil has not
been dowsed either.

This is going to in-
crease monthly food
budget of the house-
wives and their family.
Though some relax-
ation has been provided
in commercial gas
cylinders, but nothing
for housewives, she
added.

DC reviews works of three departments
Central Chronicle News

Korba, Feb 02: District
Collector Ranu Sahu has
instructed the officers to
complete all the renova-
tion related construction
work of five Swami
Atmanand English
Medium Schools in Korba
District in next one
month. She also instructed
to fill the post of vacant
teachers and other posts in
these schools as soon as
possible.

Sahu also directed to
send a demand letter of
sufficient amount for the
education of the students
registered under Mahatari
Dular Yojana to the school
education department.
The Collector also directed
the authorities to submit

proposals for planting
bamboo on the lands allot-
ted to forest dwellers by
FRA in the next three days
to increase the opportuni-
ties for bamboo based
livelihood in the forests.

The Collector has asked
to fill the vacancies of

Anganwadi workers and
assistants in the district
as soon as possible. Mrs.
Sahu here was reviewing
the ongoing works of the
Department of School
Education, Tribal Welfare
and Women and Child
Development in the dis-

trict through video con-
ferencing.

In accordance to the ob-
tained information from
the officers present in the
meeting about the goals
achieved and the achieve-
ments made so far, the
Collector asked to expedite
the departmental activi-
ties for 100% fulfillment of
all the targets till the end
of the financial year.

District Education
Officer GK Bhardwaj,
District Program Officer
Anand Prakash
Krispotta, CEOs of all de-
velopment blocks includ-
ing Mandal Convener as
a representative of
Assistant Commissioner,
BEOs and other field offi-
cers were also present in
the meeting.

BJP hails declarations
made in the budget;
Congress express 
disappointment

Including School, Tribal Development, Women and Child Development dept

DC inspects Gauthans and pasture devp

Central Chronicle News

Koriya, Feb 02: District
Collector Kuldeep Sharma
purchased dung at Navin
Gauthan Mazhagwan
under development block
Baikunthpur and inspected
the construction of super
compost, here while on a
inspection drive under pas-
ture development schemes.

So far 328 quintals of
dung has been procured
here and a action plan has
been prepared for construc-
tion of Gauthan in about 35
acres, setting up of rural
industry park, dal mill,
sleeper, LED bulb construc-

tion, paver block and brick
construction, lemon grass
production, community

farm development, Aloe
Vera and papaya produc-
tion too. It is also proposed

to set up vermi compost
production units as well as
mushroom production and
poultry rearing center at all
Gauthans.Collector Shri
Sharma, while being aware
of the entire action plan,
said that Adarsh Gauthan
can be established here,
where two ponds near
Gauthan have also been
prepared through MGNRE-
GA where makhana pro-
duction and duck rearing
will be done.

Reviews action 
plan for setting 
up rural industry 
park in 35 acres

There will be mass production of Aloe Vera in Baikunthpur
Collector Kuldeep Sharma got detailed information about the production of Aloe Vera from the scientists of

Krishi Vigyan Kendra. An action plan has been made to produce Aloe Vera in about 5 acres near Gauthan, under
which plantation will be done within next 10 days. The senior scientist of the Agricultural Science Center said that
the medicinal properties of aloe vera are well known and its production will open new avenues of employment.
Also Red Lady Variety of Papaya will be cultivated in 7 acres through Horticulture Department under Gauthan area.
Simultaneously, vegetable production will be done by developing a farm in 3 to 4 acres. Vegetable production as
an employment oriented activity through the group will provide additional source of income to the group and will
be able to supply vegetables to the rural area and local market. During the inspection CEO Zila Panchayat Kunal
Dudawat, scientists of Krishi Vigyan Kendra, officers of Agriculture, Horticulture, State Rural Livelihood Mission,
and members of Gauthan Committee were present.

Sreekumar joins
as PCCM of SECR

Bilaspur, Feb 02: SN.
Sreekumar an officer of

1 9 8 9
I n d i a n
Railway
T r a f f i c
S e r v i c e
( I R I S )
took over
as the
n e w

Principal Chief
Commercial Manager
(PCCM) of South East
Central Railway on
January 23, 2022. Prior to
his assignment, he served
as the CFTM and CTPM of
Southern Railway
Chennai, CGM of CON-
COR. During   his  three
decades  long  in  Railway
Service, he  has  served  in
various  capacities  in
Operation, Commercial,
Planning and Vigilance.
He underwent one year
training in Germany to
get an exposure and famil-
iar with a world class
Railway System.

Budget receives mix reaction from BJP, Cong

Information of expression of App 
application given by GPM police

Central Chronicle News

Gaurela Pendra
Marwahi, Feb 02:
Information of expres-

sion of application in
school and colleges is
being given by GPM po-
lice. As the Chhattisgarh
government is very seri-

ous about ensuring the
safety of women in the
state, Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel has
launched an app @

Abhivyakti ??? in
Chhattisgarh on
01/01/2022. This app is
being operated with the
objective of providing
quick police assistance to
women in distress.
Through SOS call, any
woman can get help from
the police in case of cri-
sis by filing a complaint
through the app.

In the District GPM
under the direction of
Superintendent of Police
Trilok Bansal, nodal offi-
cers gave detailed infor-
mation to the children
and teachers about the
expression and applica-
tion of the app and its
usefulness as well as how
to operate the expression
application etc.

Road still incomplete 1 yr 
after CM’s announcement

KKoonnttaa//SSuukkmmaa,,  FFeebb
0022:: It has been al-
most seven decades
since the country
became independ-
ent, but only 2 km
from Sukma district
headquarters,  the village panchayat is far away from Goganla,
where even today Goganla residents and school children are long-
ing for a 'pucca' road.  Even today, there is an axis of the paved
road.  The great thing is that in the year 2000, during the Atal gov-
ernment, Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana was launched for
the construction of roads in rural areas.  But many works have
been done under this scheme in the district for 22 years, it is sur-
prising that even a pucca road could not reach near the district.
On Feb 2, the people of the region wanted to meet the Chief
Minister to apprise him of the basic problem of Divyang Tularam
Nag and Goganla. In Gogla, along with school children, the vil-
lagers also have to face lots of trouble in commuting.  Nothing
could be done about the situation.  Start the work immediately
without delay, otherwise Goganla road will be closed.

Off-Line classes in CU 
Bilaspur, Feb 02: Guru
Ghasidas Vishwavidyalaya
(Central University)
Bilaspur (Chhattisgarh).
Vide order number
199/Estt./Adm./2022 dated
27.01.2022, for those stu-
dents who were present in
the university and were
engaged in academic activ-
ities in continuation of
university order number
4/Estt./Adm./2022 dated
06.01.2022, offline classes
and other academic activi-
ties are going on in the uni-
versity from 01.02.2022 as
before.



F ebruary 2 marked the World
Wetland Day. The day is cele-

brated world over to raise awareness
about the critical importance of wet-
lands for people and our planet Earth.
Besides, the World Wetland Day is also
an occasion to commemorate the sign-
ing of the Ramsar Convention on
Wetlands in the Iranian city of Ramsar
in 1971. It is pertinent to note today
that according to the Global Wetland
Outlook by the Ramsar Convention,
wetlands, amongst the world's most
economically valuable ecosystems and
regulators of the global climate, are
disappearing three times faster than
forests. While a lot is known about the
importance of forests, the utility of
wetlands is not always fully under-
stood. Peatlands, which account for
just 3 per cent of the world's land sur-
face, store twice as much carbon as
forests thus playing a crucial role in de-
livering global commitments on climate
change, sustainable development and
biodiversity. Wetlands, of course, also
help reduce the risk of disasters such
as floods by protecting coastlines.

A recent compilation of species rich-
ness in coastal and marine ecosystems
has indicated presence of at least 14
species of seagrasses, 69 species of
mangroves (including associates), over
200 species of diatoms, 512 species of
porifera, 1,042 species of cnidaria,
55,525 species of molluscs, 2,394
species of crustaceans, 2,629 species
of pisces, 37 species of reptiles, 243
species of birds and 24 mammalian
species. As many as 925 floristic and
4,107 faunistic species are known to in-
habit Indian mangroves. Scleractinia
corals of India have richer diversity as
compared to other tropical reefs with

at least 478 species thriving in signifi-
cant reef areas of the country. Every
year, millions of migratory birds flock
to India and wetlands are critical to
this annual phenomenon. Ecologically
dependent on wetlands, migratory wa-
terbirds connect continents, hemi-
spheres, cultures and societies through
their seasonal movements. Migration
is a period of great vulnerability, a time
when birds experience highest mortali-
ty rates. The 'stopover' sites provide
migratory birds rest, protection from
predators and inclement weather be-
fore moving on to the next leg of their
journey. A diversity of wetland commu-
nity provides essential stopovers to
birds. Migratory waterbirds, in turn,
play an essential role in wetlands they
inhabit at different stages in their life
cycle, by contributing to resource flux-
es, biomass transfer, nutrient export,
food-web structure, and even shaping
cultural relationships.  

The Central Asian Flyway (CAF) is
one of the nine global waterbird fly-
ways, comprising migratory routes
from the northernmost breeding
grounds in Siberia to southernmost
non-breeding grounds in the West and
South Asia, The Maldives and British
Indian Ocean Territory (CMS 2005).
Nearly 71% of the migratory water-
birds of the CAF use India as a stopover
site. Sustaining the health of Indian
wetlands is thus crucial for maintain-
ing the waterbird populations within
the flyway. Wetlands also have a deep
connection with Indian culture and tra-
ditions. Loktak Lake in Manipur is
revered as 'Ima' (meaning Mother) by
the locals, whereas Sikkim's
Khecheopalri Lakeis popular as the
'wish fulfilling lake'. The north Indian

festival of Chhath is one of the most
unique expressions of the association
of people, culture, water and wetlands.
Dal Lake in Kashmir, Khajjiar Lake in
Himachal Pradesh, Nainital Lake in
Uttarakhand and Kodaikanal in Tamil
Nadu are popular tourism destinations
of the country, contributing significant-
ly to the local economy. Fisheries and
tourism in Odisha's Lake Chilika sup-
port livelihoods of over 2 lakh people
living around the lagoon. Despite their
huge importance, wetlands are global-
ly under threat for a host of reasons in-
cluding water drainage, pollution, un-
sustainable use, invasive species, de-
forestation and soil erosion.

In India, however, we are proudly re-
versing the global trend of shrinking
wetlands. In doing so, we continue to
draw inspiration from our rich past.
Wetland finds mention even in
Chankaya's Arthashastra where it is re-
ferred to as 'anupa', or incomparable
lands, and considered sacred. With
Prime Minister Narendra Nodi making
sustainability a key aspect of develop-
ment, there has been an overall im-
provement in how India cares for its
wetlands. The country is now a land of
47 Ramsar Sites. This is the largest net-
work of Ramsar Sites for any country
in South Asia. A Ramsar Site, for those
who may not know, is a wetland site
designated to be of international im-
portance. India's National Wildlife
Action Plan (2017-2031) identifies con-
servation of inland aquatic ecosystems
as one of the 17 priority areas, and en-
visages development of a national wet-
lands mission and a national wetlands
biodiversity register as key interven-
tions. Integration of wetlands in river
basin management has been identified
as a strategy for the management of
river systems. Wetlands purify and re-
plenish our water, and provide fish and
rice that feed billions. Understanding
this criticality, the National Action Plan
for Climate Change includes wetland
conservation and sustainable manage-
ment in the National Water Mission
and the Green India Mission. Wetlands
receive protection from a number of
central enacted rules and regulation.
Provisions of the Indian Forest Act,
1927, the Forest (Conservation) Act,
1980 and the Indian Wild Life

(Protection) Act, 1972 define the regu-
latory framework for wetlands located
within forests and designated protect-
ed areas. In 2017, MOEFCC notified the
Wetlands (Conservation and
Management) Rules under The
Environment (Protection) Act, 1986
(EP Act). As per the provisions of these
Rules, State Wetlands Authorities have
been constituted as the main policy
and regulatory bodies within states. 

Further, under the EP Act, coastal
wetlands are protected under the
Coastal Regulation Zone (CRZ)
Notification (2018) and its amend-
ments and the Island Protection Zone
(IPZ) Notification 2011. In 2020, the
MoEFCC took up 'Wetlands rejuvena-
tion' as a transformative idea. The pro-
gramme is structured around a four-
pronged approach: a) Developing
baseline information; b) Rapid assess-
ment of wetlands condition using a set
of parameters in the form of wetland
health cards; c) Enabling stakeholder
platforms in the form of wetland mitra;
and d) Management planning. The pro-
gramme has since been upscaled to
cover over 500 wetlands. As part of the
Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsava celebra-
tions and to get peoples participation
in the conservation of wetlands, wet-
land mitras have been registered in all
significant wetlands and value and
threat signage have been installed in
these wetlands. A national wetlands
portal (https://indianwetlands.in/) has
been developed as a knowledge hub on
wetlands for use of all wetlands man-
agers and stakeholders.  Wetlands not
only support high concentrations of
biodiversity, but also offer a wide
range of important resources and eco-
logical functions such as food, water,
fibre, groundwater recharge, water pu-
rification, flood moderation, storm pro-
tection, erosion control, carbon stor-
age and climate regulation. The gov-
ernment of India accords high signifi-
cance to wetlands conservation, and
seeks to mainstream their full range of
values at all levels of developmental
planning and decision-making. 

((BBhhuuppeennddeerr  YYaaddaavv  iiss  UUnniioonn  CCaabbiinneett
MMiinniisstteerr  ffoorr  EEnnvviirroonnmmeenntt,,  FFoorreesstt  &&

CClliimmaattee  CChhaannggee  aanndd  LLaabboouurr  &&
EEmmppllooyymmeenntt..))

Reasons for India valuing wetland conservation
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No change
Finance Minister Nirmala

Sitharaman spoke for one hour
and 30 minutes on delivered the
Budget 2022-23, making it the
shortest among the budget
speeches that generally go for
about 2 hours at least. As usual.
Prime Minister (PM) Narendra
Modi gaga over the budget,
whereas Congress MP Manish
Tewari termed the Budget 'unreal-
istic and unimplementable',
CPM's Sitaram Yechury asked
why the super-rich weren't being
taxed more. TMC leader Derek
O'Brien said it was a "PM (Does
Not) Care Budget". As usual the
salaried class expect the finance
minister to provide some income
tax relief in the Union Budget to
boost consumption amid the on-
going Covid-19 pandemic. From
increasing the basic tax exemp-
tion limit of Rs 2.5 lakh to hiking
standard deduction limit, taxpay-
ers are hoping for a host of new
tax measures from this year's
Budget. But no change in income
tax in Sitharaman's budget.
Similar way, nearly 65 lakh pen-
sioners, under the EPS-95 scheme
of the EPFO who have worked life-
long got only a paltry minimum
pension of Rs 1000, which is less
than a destitute pension, remain
unchanged. May be one of the
main reasons these EPS 95 pen-
sioners will not be affected by
vote politics. Whatsoever, few im-
portant inclusion/exclusion in the
budget are: taxpayers can file up-
dated returns within two years;
'Make in India' can create 6 million
jobs; whereas, more than six crore
lost his/her jobs during Covis19;
women's empowerment:
Saksham Anganwadis, or 2 lakh
next-gen anganwadis to be pow-
ered by clean energy; 80 lakh
homes to be completed under PM
Aawas Yojna; digital university in
different Indian languages to be
established; one Channel PM e-
Vidya to be expanded to include
200 channels (scope for the more
PM Modi publicity) and in a coun-
try where even after development
still remain top in the world's
hunger list, but in Sitharaman's
budget custom duty on cut, pol-
ished gemstones reduced to 5% to
help rich.

BBiiddyyuutt  KK  CChhaatttteerrjjeeee,,  FFaarriiddaabbaadd

Honest official
Buying a luxury car or building

a palatial house for an honest gov-
ernment official is not possible in
any world. The politicians of many
constituencies in India are also
government officials as they are
drawing salary from the govern-
ment but their salary and their life
style do not match. For them
building a mansion or buying
swanky cars is child's play. The
property statement that the politi-
cians have to file before the elec-
tion though not accurate still is a
lot that a government salary could
ever afford. I have never seen any-
one questioning the politicians on
their property statement. From all
these facts and figures we can say
that corruption is weighable, if
you put more than the weighing
scale can hold you are labelled
corrupted but if you maintain the
balance between corruption and
good work you are an honest
politician. 

NNooooppuurr  BBaarruuaahh,,  TTeezzppuurr

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

WHAT THEY TWEET!

PPrraakkaasshh@@aa__LLiibb__

Indian schools exist for
one sole purpose. That is to
drive herd instinct. The
system was introduced by
colonizers and it continued
post independence. The
subsequent ramification is
total lack of innovative
ideas and independent
thought even in adult life.

AAnnkkiitt  GGuuppttaa@@KKiissssee
I had a series of nightmares last night.
I am losing myself because I am unable
to connect any of them to reality. I
don't know what caused it. it triggered
my anxiety, every inch of my body is in
pain and meds aren't helping. It's like
waking up to another nightmare.

FFaarrhhaann  AAkkhhttaarr@@FFaarrOOuuttAAkkhhttaarr

Walking down a street in Atlanta
last eve .. looked up and saw @the-
virdas face looking down at me from
a billboard informing us that he's
coming into town to do his thing.
Felt good. Go conquer my friend.

SSuujjaayy  JJeeppppuu
@@ssuujjaayyrrjj

Arun Jaitley's promise of
rewarding honest n middle
class tax payer was nvr ful-
filled. If the same promise
ws made to the farming
community and not fulfilled,
wud have made a lot of noise
and govt wud be forced to
course correct. The Indian
middle class s always taken

for granted.

VViisshhwwaannaatthh@@vviisshhyy997722
War won't happen. A bullet won't
be needed and Ukraine will change
from within. The two breakaway
province will gain recognition by
state duma. Internally zelensky will
be thrown out over next yr for his
silly antics that brought the
provinces to go away fully.

JJiimmuu  MMeellee@@JJiimmuuMMeellee
Lake Kahmu wuya of Dibang Valley. Dibang valley might surprise you.

hheeaalltthhiisswweeaalltthh@@ssuujjaakkrraaoo
Those wanting to know what
actually happened and how par-
tition came about should read
the notes of HMPatel .the then
cabinet secretary at that time
instead of the lies pedalled by
half wits and propagated by
media.

F ormer Enforcement Directorate joint director
and Bharatiya Janata Party leader Rajeshwar

Singh said that he would improve governance and con-
tinue his work against mafias. Singh's name was an-
nounced by BJP from the Sarojini Nagar assembly con-
stituency for the upcoming Uttar Pradesh polls. Earlier,
Former IPS officer Asim Arun, who applied for volun-
tary retirement scheme, joined BJP. He is projected as a
Dalit face and a youth model by the party. Additionally,
former IAS officer and BSP leader Ram Bahadur also
joined BJP. In his most recent stint, Arun was the
Commissioner of police in Kanpur and had nine years
of service left ahead of him. Though, joining and con-
testing election is a constitutional right, the serving and
former government officers shall be mindful of impact
it will have on perception about government services.
Every decision they made during the service will be as-
sessed based on their potential future political vocation.

These former government officers are joining similar
to Aparajita Sarangi who became a member of parlia-
ment from Bhubaneshwar in Odisha. She was a 1994-
batch IAS officer, was serving as the joint secretary for
MGNREGA under the Ministry of Rural Development in
the Central government, before she sought voluntary re-
tirement. There are numerous examples in history of re-
tired civil servants joining politics what's rarer is for
serving officers to quit and join politics. In the Narendra
Modi government at the Centre, for example, there are
Hardeep Singh Puri and RK Singh at present. Other suc-
cessful names in the list of bureaucrats or diplomats-
turned-politicians include Yashwant Sinha, Meira
Kumar, Pavan Verma and PL Punia. Bureaucrats are not
allowed to join private establishments for one year, how-
ever, there is no such 'cooling off' period when it comes to
joining politics. Rules for all-India services require that
officials undergo a 'cooling off period' of a year after they
retire and before they can join a private firm. Earlier, the
cooling-off period used to be two years, but it was cut by
half by the NDA government in December 2015. In 2021,
the Central Vigilance commission (CVC) had taken a
strong view of retired officials taking up jobs in private
sector organisations soon after their retirement. The
CVC then said acceptance of such an employment offer
without the completion of mandatory cooling-off' period
constituted a serious misconduct.

In an order issued to all secretaries of all Central
Government departments, the CVC had said, 'It has
been observed that on some occasions, immediately
after their retirement from government organisations,
retired officials are taking up full-time job or contractu-
al assignments in private sector organisations." The
probity watchdog noted 'post retirement acceptance of
an offer by retired government officials without cool-
ing-off period constituted a serious misconduct on their
part'. However, the mandatory "cooling off" period ap-
plies only for private sector assignments after retire-
ment and there is no ban on joining politics. This has
paved the way for a massive influx of 'babus' to political
parties in UP. There is no rule to stop government ser-
vants from joining politics after their retirement. In
2013, the Election Commission had written to the
Department of Personnel and Training (DoPT) and
Law Ministry, suggesting a cooling-off period for bu-
reaucrats joining politics after retirement, but it was re-
jected. The Legislative Department of the Ministry of
Law advised that any such restriction against officials
joining politics or contesting polls may not stand the
test of valid classification under Article 14 of the
Constitution of India' And the DoPT told the EC that its
suggestions may not be appropriate and feasible. But
serving government officers resigning and joining to
political parties to contest election puts question into
every decision taken by them during the service.

Mindful of perception

I t was a moment of great pride for the team that
created Vande Bharat trains (also known as Train

18) when Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman an-
nounced production of 400 trains over the next three
years, said the train creator, Sudhanshu Mani, retired
General Manager, Integral Coach Factory (ICF).
Presenting the Union Budget for 2022-23, Sitharaman
said 400 new energy efficient Vande Bharat trains will
be introduced in three years. He also hoped that the
Integral Coach Factory (ICF) would soon be working on
the project of sleeper version of Train 18 christened as
Train 19 when they started work on it but was later dis-
continued by the Indian Railways and the aluminium-
bodied energy-efficient Train 20, the project lying in
limbo for three years. The Vande Bharat Express or
Train 18 is a semi-high speed train designed, developed
and built by the ICF at an outlay of Rs 100 crore. It does
not have a separate engine, but electric multiple units
(EMUs) for traction. Scaling of Vande Bharat trains for
passenger transport in India will let railway become
much safer and efficient in operation.

In Germany, especially on regional and local lines,
traditional trains are being replaced by multiple units
on a large scale. Multiple units are generally safer, and
they are self-contained units, they don't need shunting
to get the consist ready for service, and they are more ef-
ficient than engine pulled train since the engine is not a
piece of revenue-earning equipment- it is purely there
to power the revenue earning coaches, and so taking
pieces of equipment that do not generate returns out
seems like a smarter business move- it's the same rea-
son cabooses were done away with in the USA. The
EMU trains able to operate until at night without dis-
turbing the neighbourhood and the resident along the
railway lines. In addition, the EMU have lower weight
per seat value than engine pulled trains that do not
function itself to carry the passengers, this shows the
trains services that stops frequently would consume a
lot energy to accelerate the trains. In case of Vande
Bharat the technological evolution of the concept is
more complex since it also involves capability of run-
ning at 160 kmph. Vande Bharat a driving cabin at both
ends, hence eliminating the need to reverse the train
set, once it reaches its final destination.

Scaling Vande Bharat
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BHUPENDER YADAV

A labourer shows sprouts of bok choy also know as Chinese cabbage at a polyhouse farm on the outskirts of Bangaluru, Karnataka.

POLYHOUSE FARMING



‘Imprisonment can’t
extend beyond 25 years’

New Delhi, Feb 02 (PTI): 

The Supreme Court on
Wednesday sought response
from the Centre on a plea
filed by gangster Abu Salem,
serving life imprisonment
for his role in the 1993
Mumbai serial blasts case,
contending that his impris-
onment cannot extend be-
yond 25 years as per the
terms of the extradition
treaty between India and
Portugal.

A bench of Justices S K
Kaul and M M Sundresh
granted four weeks to the
Centre to respond on a plea
by Salem claiming that the
2017 judgement of TADA
court sentencing him to life
imprisonment was against
the terms of the extradition
treaty. Advocate Rishi
Malhotra, appearing for
Salem, submitted that life im-

prisonment awarded to
Salem is against the assur-
ance given by the Indian gov-
ernment to Portugal from
where he was extradited. The
lawyer submitted that even
though the TADA court had
held that it was not bound by
the assurances of the govern-
ment, the top court has the
power to decide the issue.

"Even despite the categori-
cal assurances by the
Government of India that the
appellant will not be sen-
tenced for more than 25 years
which assurances formed
part of judicial proceedings
right till the Supreme Court
of Portugal and upon which
the Extradition Order was
passed, there was a complete
and gross violation by the
TADA Court when it imposed
sentences of life imprison-
ment for certain offences,"
the plea said.

Over 10-kg tumour removed from kidney
of old HIV-positive Kenyan woman 

New Delhi, Feb 02 (PTI): 

A 59-year-old HIV-
positive Kenyan
woman has received
a new lease of life
after undergoing a
surgery for removal
of a huge tumour
weighing over 10 kg
from her kidney at a

private facility here, hos-
pital authorities said on
Wednesday.

The operation took
eight-and-a-half hours,
and doctors at the hospi-
tal claim that the tumor
measuring 40 cm by 30
cm in size, is the "largest
kidney tumour removed
in India till date" as per
the recorded literature.

The tumour, "larger
than the size of a normal
laptop, was so huge that
it took up almost entire
space in the patient's ab-
domen", making it a chal-
lenging case for the doc-
tors, as also her HIV-posi-
tive condition, doctors
said.

The surgery took place
in December at Max
Super Speciality
Hospital, Shalimar Bagh,
a hospital spokesperson
said .Doctors removed
the tumour from the kid-
ney of the Kenyan
woman patient in a chal-
lenging surgery.

The tumor measuring
40 cm by 30 cm in size
and weighing over 10 kg

from the kidney of the 59-
year-old HIV-positive
woman, is the largest-
ever kidney tumour re-
moved in India, as per
recorded medical litera-
ture, they claimed.

A team of doctors led
by Dr Archit Pandit, as-
sociate director, surgical
oncology and Dr Vineet
Goel, associate consult-
ant, surgical  oncology, at
the hospital, removed the
tumour through an "open
abdominal surgery," hos-
pital authorities said.

The surgery, which
took 8.5 hours, was "suc-
cessful" and the patient
was discharged after five
days post operation, they
said.

"The 59-year-old stage-
three retroperitoneal sar-
coma patient presented
at the hospital recently.
Upon evaluation, we
found that the patient
had a large mass in her
abdomen taking up the
entire space in the ab-
domen.

The tumour of 40 cm
by 30 cm in peritoneal
cavity was encasing her
right kidney completely
which was adhered to
bowel loops," Pandit said.

"Owing to large size of
the tumour the patient
was having difficulty in
her day to day life. It led
to loss of appetite and
her bowel movements
were also severely affect-

ed. After a thorough eval-
uation, we suggested im-
mediate surgery," the
doctor added.

The hospital authori-
ties have also claimed
that this is also, "one of
the world's largest ever
recorded case of kidney
tumour" removed from a
patient.

According to available
medical literature and
published papers, prior
to this case, the largest
kidney tumour removed
in India was at the Sir
Ganga Ram Hospital in
Delhi in 2017, and it
measured measured by
21 cm by 32 cm and
weighed 7.4 kg, they
claimed.

Kolkata, Feb 02 (PTI): 

While schools in
West Bengal will re-
open for classes
eight to 12 from
Thursday, the state
government has is-
sued a notification
for holding open air
learning sessions

from pre-primary level
up to class seven in every
locality from February 7
due to the pandemic situ-
ation.

The project named
'Paray Sikshalay' (educa-
tion centre at your locali-
ty) will have segments
like honing up vocabu-
lary and numerical
skills, story telling,
rhymes, song and dance
as well as classes in re-
spective subjects, the no-

tification issued by
school education depart-
ment said.

Classes there will be
held in two halves - from
11 am to 1 pm and be-
tween 1:30 pm and 3:30
pm - maintaining Covid
safety rules, according to
the notification issued on
Tuesday.

Education Minister
Bratya Basu earlier said
50,159 schools will be in-
volved in the 'Paray
Sikshalay' project in
which classes will be held
on open grounds adja-
cent to school buildings.
Over two lakh regular
teachers and 21,000 para-
teachers (contractual
teachers) will impart ed-
ucation to children there.

Around 60 lakh stu-
dents would be benefited

from the project, he said.
"In the COVID situa-

tion we realise a large
number of students of
many schools, especially
in rural areas, are being
deprived of classroom
teaching which is imped-
ing their growth. Our ini-
tiative will enable stu-
dents to attend classes in
the open space in their
own locality. It has been
hailed by UNESCO, he
had said.

Educationist Pabitra
Sarkar was not sure
whether this mechanism
will have any positive im-
pact. "I don't know if the
necessary infrastructure
can be created for this,"
he said.

SFI state general secre-
tary Srijan Bhattacharya
said the project is noth-

ing but a gimmick and in-
frastructure is not avail-
able to hold regular class-
es involving so many stu-
dents.

ABVP national secre-
tary Saptarshi Sarkar
said the 'Paray Sikshalay'
project was announced
without serious delibera-
tions and only regular
classes even at the pre-
primary level will help
the students.

Trinamool Congress
Chhatra Parishad state
president Trinankur
Bhattacharya, however,
said this unique initia-
tive of the state govern-
ment will benefit the stu-
dents of lower classes
who cannot immediately
attend offline classes in
buildings due to the pan-
demic situation.

Man held for digital 
payment tampering to 

cheat jewellers, hoteliers 
Thane, Feb 02 (PTI): 

Thane police have ar-
rested a 33-year-old man
for allegedly cheating a
number of jewellers and
hoteliers in various states
to the tune of about Rs 25
lakh by tampering with
the digital payment mode,
an official said on
Wednesday.

One of the victims had
lodged a police complaint
here in Maharashtra of
being cheated of Rs 97,330,
Vartak Nagar police sta-
tion's senior inspector

Sadashiv Nikam said. The
accused, identified as
S u b r a m a n i a m
Ramakrishna Iyer, al-
legedly used to purchase
jewellery items or book
hotel rooms and then
tamper with the digital
payment mode while pay-
ing the money, he said.
After rejection of his pay-
ment for the purchase or
booking for want of re-
quired funds, he would
make the payment of Re 1
in any other account. He
would then allegedly
tamper with the successful

transaction and change
the name of the payee and
the amount in it to indi-
cate the payment as suc-
cessful, the official said.

The accused would then
present the tampered
transaction screenshot to
a hotel or jeweller to pose
as if the payment was
done, he said. He made use
of an app to merge both
the failed and successful
transactions and create a
third screenshot that
looked similar to the one
indicating successful pay-
ment, the official said.

Two longest 
rly flyovers being 

built in Katni 
Jabalpur (MP), Feb 02 (PTI):

Two longest railway fly-
overs in the country, with
a total length of 34.9 km,
are being built at the esti-
mated cost of Rs 1,250
crore in Madhya
Pradesh's Katni district
for smooth movement of
trains carrying coal, an
official said on
Wednesday.

The two flyovers, one
each on the up and down
directions, are being built
on the Bina-Katni-
Bilaspur route under the
Katni grade separation
project, said Rahul
Jaipuriyar, the chief pub-
lic relations officer of the
West Central Railway

(WCR) told PTI.
The project will help in

the smooth movement of
coal-laden trains from
mines in the eastern
parts of Madhya Pradesh
and Chhattisgarh, he
said.

Coal trains running on
the Katni-Singrauli route
will have direct access to
these flyovers, he said.

The Rs 1,250-crore proj-
ect was started in 2020
and is expected to be com-
pleted by 2023-24, the offi-
cial said, adding that 25
per cent of the work has
been completed.

The flyovers will com-
prise eight Rail-Over-Rail
(ROR) bridges on two ex-
isting railway routes, in-

cluding six other bridges
on rivers, he said.

The Jabalpur-Katni-
Manikpur and Bina-
Katni-Bilaspur routes
have separate infrastruc-
ture that crosses Katni,
he said.

Due to the cross sec-
tions of two routes, coal-
laden trains were often
stopped at Katni for move-
ment of other trains, in-
cluding passenger and
goods trains, the official
said.

The work of laying the
third track on the down
direction of the Bina-
Katni-Bilaspur route has
commenced and one of
the flyovers is coming on
this track, he added.

SC seeks Centre’s response
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An artist prepares an idol of the goddess Saraswati ahead of the upcoming festival of Basant Panchami, also called
Sarasvati Puja in honor of the goddess Saraswati, in Amritsar, Wednesday.

ARTIST AT WORK

Flock of flamingos on a wetland, in Seawoods area of Mumbai, Wednesday.

WORLD WETLANDS DAY
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For smooth movement of coal-laden trains

CHEATING CASE OF RS 25 LKH

Kashmiri woman
undergoes heart

transplant surgery 
Chennai, Feb 02 (PTI): A
heart transplant surgery
was successfully performed
by a hospital here on a 33-
year-old underprivileged
woman hailing from
Kashmir. The Kashmiri
woman, who was suffering
for 10 years from Restrictive
cardiomyopathy, a condition
where the chambers of the
heart becomes stiff over
time was identified by
Aishwarya Trust, which
funded her transplant treat-
ment cost at MGM
Healthcare, a press release
said. She was on medical
management with worsen-
ing heart failure symptoms
and required early heart
transplantation. She regis-
tered herself with the
Transplant Authority of
Tamil Nadu. On December
31, 2021 she was admitted to
the hospital here with signs
of severe heart failure for
which she was treated. Days
ago, heart of a brain-dead
person from Tiruchirappalli
was rushed to Chennai and
a 'high-risk heart transplan-
tation' was performed.

Students up to class 7 to get lessons from Feb 07
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CBI books EPFO officials for
sharing data of subscribers
with private PF consultants

New Delhi, Feb 02 (PTI):
The CBI has booked over
20 officers of EPFO in
Andhra Pradesh's Guntur
for allegedly receiving
money through payment
applications like PayTM,
PhonePe and Google Pay
among others from private
provident fund consult-
ants in return for perform-
ing their regular duties
like claim settlements, offi-
cials said.

On getting an input that
some EPFO officials are
indulging in gross miscon-
duct, the central probe
agency had carried out
joint surprise check with
EPFO vigilance depart-
ment in regional office in
Guntur during which it
seized the mobile phones
of some employees with
their consent.

After SC relief, BJP 
mayor again takes charge 

Jaipur, Feb 02 (PTI): 

BJP councilor Somya
Gurjar, who was suspended
as the mayor of Jaipur
Greater Municipal
Corporation by the
Rajasthan government for
allegedly misbehaving
with the local body com-
missioner, again took

charge of the post on
Wednesday after the
Supreme Court stayed the
suspension order.

The apex court gave re-
lief to the mayor while
staying the suspension
order which paved the way
for Gurjar to come back to
the post. "I have full faith in
the judiciary. I was commit-
ted to the public and will
continue to be," she told re-
porters after taking charge
as the mayor.

Of Jaipur Greater
Municipal Corporation

Project Sahayata
launched 

Chennai, Feb 02 (PTI): A
new initiative to provide
sustainable assistance to
the veterans of armed
forces, war widows and
their dependents in Tamil
Nadu - Project Sahayata -
was launched by Lt
General A Arun, General
Officer Commanding
(GOC) of Dakshin Bharat
area, here on Wednesday.
In addition to the aid,
Project Sahayata an ini-
tiative by the Chennai-
based Mastermind
Foundation, a Non
G o v e r n m e n t a l
Organisation, will provide
skill development and em-
powerment training to
widows and war widows
aiming to make them self-
reliant, in all aspects, says
Lt Col N Thiagarajan
(Rtd), general manager of
Mastermind Foundation.


