
Market fire
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: A fire broke
out at New Lajpat Rai
market opposite the Red
Fort in Chandni Chowk
here early on Thursday,
Delhi Fire Services offi-
cials said. There were no
casualties in the incident,
they said. The fire
engulfed around 60
'khokas' (kiosks) in the
market, police said. A call
about the fire at New
Lajpat Rai Market was
received around 4.43 am
and 13 fire tenders were
rushed to the spot, said
Delhi Fire Services
Director Atul Garg said.

Suicide
BBuullaannddsshhaahhrr:: A couple
here allegedly committed
suicide by consuming a
poisonous substance,
police said Thursday.
They were married four
years. They were resi-
dents of Alipur Chitsona
village of BB Nagar Police
Station limits and they
consumed a poisonous
substance late
Wednesday night, the
police said. They were
taken to a private hospi-
tal in Meerut for treat-
ment where they died.

Lifer
MMuuzzaaffffaarrnnaaggaarr:: A Special
POCSO Court here on
Thursday sentenced a 27-
year-old man to life
imprisonment for raping
and killing a minor girl
last July. The accused
Sunil Kumar was also
imposed with a fine of Rs
45,000 in addition to the
sentence awarded by
Judge Sanjiv Kumar
Tiwari. Kumar was con-
victed under sections
376, 302, and 201 of the
Indian Penal Code, and 5
and 6 of the Protection of
Children from Sexual
Offences (POCSO) Act. 

Markets shut
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Two markets
in the national capital
were ordered to be shut
for a certain period in
view of "violation of
COVID containment
guidelines, according to
an official order. It said
the breach may have
caused "super-spread-
ing" of the coronavirus.
The office of the Karawal
Nagar SDM on January 5
ordered closure of Sonia
Vihar 2nd Pusta Market
and Mukund Vihar
Market, Karawal Nagar,
from 4 pm January 6 till
10 am January 7, or till
further orders, whichev-
er is earlier. The order
said the containment
restrictions were applica-
ble for all, except shops
dealing with essential
goods and services.

BRIEF

Women perform Kulvi Naati 
at Manali Winter Carnival, in

Manali, Thursday. 
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New Delhi, Jan 06 (PTI): 

The Union cabinet is
learnt to have discussed
on Thursday the issue of
security breach during
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's visit to Punjab,
with several ministers ex-
pressing concern over the
development and seeking
"exemplary action" in the
matter, sources said.

They said all the minis-
ters expressed anguish
over the "major security
breach" during Modi's
visit to the Congress-ruled
state on Wednesday, with
some demanding strong
action. The cabinet meet-

ing, chaired by the prime
minister, was held after a
week's gap. It started with
several ministers raising
the issue and expressing
anguish over the manner
in which the Congress gov-
ernment in Punjab has

dealt with it. "A number of
ministers also felt that
there should be exemplary
action in the matter, so
that such events are never
repeated again. They also
said that never before has
a prime minister's securi-
ty been compromised in
this manner," a minister
said on the condition of
anonymity. The sources
said the issue is being dis-
cussed at the highest level
and the Union home min-
ister may take some exem-
plary action to avoid the
recurrence of such an
event. Modi also met
President Ram Nath
Kovind and briefed him on
the security breach during
his visit to Punjab, draw-
ing his concern over the
serious lapse. "President

Ram Nath Kovind met
Prime Minister Modi at
the Rashtrapati Bhavan
today and received from
him a first-hand account
of the security breach in
his convoy in Punjab yes-
terday. The President ex-
pressed his concerns
about the serious lapse,"
the president's secretariat
wrote on Twitter.

"Called on Rashtrapati
Ji. Thankful to him for his
concern. Grateful for his
good wishes, which are al-
ways a source of
strength," Modi said in a
tweet after his meeting
with Kovind.

Earlier, Vice President
M Venkaiah Naidu spoke
to the prime minister and
expressed his deep con-
cern over the incident.

Raipur, Jan 06 (PTI): 

Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel on Thursday ac-
cused the BJP of politicis-
ing the issue of security
breach during Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's
visit to Punjab and dubbed
it as a conspiracy to de-
fame the Congress govern-
ment in that state.

Denying security lapses
on part of the Punjab gov-
ernment, Baghel also
asked the prime minister
whether he will take ac-
tion against central securi-
ty agencies for making a
sudden change in his trav-
el plan.

In a major security
lapse, the prime minister's
convoy was stranded on a
flyover due to a blockade
by protesters in Ferozepur
on Wednesday. He re-
turned from poll-bound
Punjab without attending
any event, including a

rally. Punjab CM Charanjit
Singh Channi has denied
any security lapse or polit-
ical motive behind it and
said his government is
ready for an inquiry.

The PM's security is the
topmost priority irrespec-
tive of the party he be-
longs to. There should be
no mistake in it. But, the
statements being given by
BJP leaders and Union
ministers after
Wednesday's development
are unfortunate, Baghel

said at a press conference
here. Why the weather
condition was not assessed
when the PM's pro-
gramme was prepared?
Even when he took off
from Delhi (for Punjab),
were the agencies not
aware of the weather con-
dition? If the weather in-
formation was already
there, then why weren't al-
ternate arrangements
made in advance?" he
asked. The Punjab govern-
ment had roped in 20 IPS
officers and 10,000 police
personnel for the PM's se-
curity at the places where
it was sought. But, how
come the plan was sudden-
ly changed? Baghel sought
to know.

Farmers from Punjab
were on a protest for 14
months against farm laws.
Seven hundred farmers
were "martyred" (alleged-
ly during protest), he
claimed.

New Delhi, Jan 06 (PTI): 

The government on
Thursday approved the sec-
ond phase of the Green
Energy Corridor with an
outlay of Rs 12,031 crore to
facilitate grid integration
and power evacuation of
about 20 GW of renewable
energy projects in seven
states.

"The Cabinet Committee
on Economic Affairs,
chaired by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, today ap-
proved the scheme on Green
Energy Corridor (GEC)
Phase-II for Intra-State
Transmission System
(InSTS) for addition of ap-
proximately 10,750 circuit
kilometres (ckm) of trans-

mission lines and approx.
27,500 Mega Volt-Amperes
(MVA) transformation ca-
pacity of substations," an of-
ficial statement said.

The scheme will facilitate
grid integration and power
evacuation of about 20 GW
of renewable energy (RE)
projects in seven states --
Gujarat, Himachal Pradesh,
Karnataka, Kerala,
Rajasthan, Tamil Nadu and
Uttar Pradesh.

Announcing the decision,
Union Minister Anurag
Thakur said the second
phase will be implemented
during 2021-22 to 2025-26 fis-
cal years.

The minister added that
80 per cent of the phase one
work has been completed.

The outlay of the first phase
was Rs 10,142 crore.

The statement said the
scheme (Phase-II) is target-
ed to be set up with total es-
timated cost of Rs 12,031.33
crore. The Central
Financial Assistance (CFA)
will be 33 per cent of the
project cost, that is Rs
3,970.34 crore.

The CFA will help in off-
setting the intra-state trans-
mission charges and keep
the power costs down. Thus,
the government support
will ultimately benefit the
end users, it added.

The scheme will help in
achieving the target of 450
GW installed RE capacity
by 2030.

It will also contribute to

long-term energy security
of the country and promote
ecologically sustainable
growth by reducing the car-
bon footprint.

Besides, it will generate
large direct and indirect
employment opportunities
for both skilled and un-
skilled personnel in power
and other related sectors,
the statement said.

This scheme is in addi-
tion to GEC Phase-I which
is already under implemen-
tation in Andhra Pradesh,
Gujarat, Himachal Pradesh,
Karnataka, Madhya
Pradesh, Maharashtra,
Rajasthan and Tamil Nadu
for grid integration and
power evacuation of about
24 GW of RE.

New Delhi, Jan 06 (PTI): 

The Election
Commission on Thursday
reviewed the Covid situa-
tion with the Union health
secretary and health ex-
perts, collecting inputs on
necessary safety measures
to be ensured during the
democratic exercise and
emphasising the need for
vaccination of all eligible
people in five poll-bound
states, sources said.

In a separate meeting,

the poll panel discussed
the law and order situa-
tion in the five states --
Uttar Pradesh,
Uttarakhand, Goa, Punjab
and Manipur -- with Union
Home Secretary Ajay
Kumar Bhalla.

Elections are due in the
five states and the
Commission is expected to
announce poll dates in the
next few days.

Besides Health
Secretary Rajesh
Bhushan, the meeting to
assess the Covid situation
was also attended by
AIIMS director Randeep
Guleria and ICMR's

Balram Bhargava, sources
aware of the interactions
said. The poll panel car-
ried out a "complete re-
view" of the Covid status
and took inputs from med-
ical experts on "safety
measures to be ensured"
during campaigning and
polling. It stressed to the
health secretary the need
to ensure complete vacci-
nation for all eligible per-
sons, the sources said.

In an earlier meeting
with Bhushan on
December 27, the poll
panel had asked him to
ramp up the vaccination
drive in the five states.

Srinagar, Jan 06 (PTI): 

The Jammu and Kashmir
government has declared
nearly 70 hectares of land in
Gulmarg and Sonamarg
tourist resorts of the valley
as "strategic areas", paving
the way for the armed forces
to take control of these land
patches.

The armed forces can un-
dertake infrastructure devel-
opment even in ecologically
fragile areas which are de-
clared "strategic areas" by
the government.

PDP president Mehbooba
Mufti criticised the govern-
ment move, saying the allo-
cation of huge tracts of land
to armed forces in tourist
areas of Jammu and

Kashmir confirmed the in-
tention of the Centre to "con-
vert J&K into a military gar-
rison". According to an order
issued in Jammu on 31
December 2021 by the
Tourism Department of
Jammu and Kashmir, 1,034
kanals (approximately 52
hectares) of land at the fa-
mous ski-resort of Gulmarg
in Baramulla district and 354
(approximately 18 hectares)
kanals in Sonmarg, another
popular destination in
Ganderbal district, were de-
clared as "strategic areas" for
the use of armed forces in
the region.

The Corps Commander
will look over strict adher-
ence to the environment-re-
lated laws to prevent any en-
vironmental hazard and en-
sure that no other law appli-
cable in the union territory
of J&K is breached, the

order said. "Corp
Commander shall ensure
that the orders, if any, passed
by an hon'ble court/tribunal
in this regard, are strictly ad-
hered to," the order reads.

This was the first notifica-
tion issued by the adminis-
tration of the union territory
after the amendment to
Jammu and Kashmir
Development Act 1970 by the
Union Home Ministry in
October 2020 through an ex-
ecutive order.

The Administrative
Council headed by the
Lieutenant Governor of
Jammu and Kashmir gave
its nod to the amendment to
the Control of Building
Operations Act 1988 and the
J&K Development Act, 1970
to provide for special dispen-
sation for carrying out con-
struction activities in strate-
gic areas.

New Delhi, Jan 06: 

Delhi on Thursday re-
ported over 15,000 cases of
coronavirus in 24 hours -
the highest since May 8.
The national capital's daily
cases jumped a whopping
41.5 per cent in a day as
15,097 infections were de-
tected in the city. This
comes a day after the city
witnessed its biggest single-
day spike - 10,665 cases - in
nearly eight months. The
positivity rate has sur-
passed 15 per cent.

Six related deaths were
recorded in the same peri-
od. Delhi, one of the worst-
hit states by the Covid pan-
demic, has been producing
a tidal wave of cases over
the past few days, a surge
that is believed to be driven
by the highly transmissible

Omicron variant of the
virus. The spike in Covid
cases is also being accompa-
nied by higher numbers of
hospitalisations. The num-
ber of patients in hospitals
in Delhi has increased from
247 on January 1 to 531 on
January 4, according to the
latest data. In the last three
days, the number of pa-
tients on oxygen support
has increased from 94 to 168
and those on ventilators
from four to 14. 1,116 out of
the 12,104 oxygen beds for
Covid patients are occupied
in Delhi hospitals, while 72
ICU beds with ventilators
have patients, reported
news agency PTI.

Earlier in the day, state
Health Minister Satyendar
Jain had said that Delhi
would likely report around
14,000 fresh cases today. The
minister, however, ruled out
the possibility of a lock-

down in the national capi-
tal. "Covid cases in Delhi
have seen a sharp rise in
the past few days. Many
more cases have come,
today it is going to be near
14,000," Mr Jain had said,
attributing the rise to in-
creased testing.

"We are conducting the
maximum number of tests
in the country."

Reassuring the people of
Delhi about the city's pre-
paredness to deal with the
spike, the minister said
Delhi is in a "comfortable
position" in terms of hospi-
tal bed occupancy.

"Currently, the death
ratio is 1 in 1,000. The situa-
tion is fine as compared to
last time. Yesterday we had
9,000 free beds, today it has
become 12,000, so our prepa-
rations are complete. We
are now conducting close to
90,000 tests," he said.

Pune, Jan 06 (PTI): 

A court here on
Thursday remanded reli-
gious leader Kalicharan
Maharaj, arrested for al-
legedly making inflamma-
tory speeches during an
event in the city, in judicial
custody.

He was produced in the
court after his one-day po-
lice custody got over.
Judicial Magistrate (First
Class) M A Shaikh re-
manded him in judicial
custody.

The police did not press
for more custody.

A bail application was
also filed, and it would be
heard on Friday, said his
lawyer Amol Dange.

Pune Police had arrest-
ed Kalicharan alias
Abhijit Sarag from Raipur.

A case has been regis-
tered against Kalicharan
Maharaj, right-wing
leader Milind Ekbote,
Captain (retired) Digendra
Kumar and others at
Khadak police station
here. They are accused of
making inflammatory
speeches and hurting reli-
gious sentiments during
'Shiv Pratap Din' program
organised by Ekbote-led
Hindu Aghadi outfit on
December 19, 2021, to cele-
brate the killing of
Adilshahi commander
Afzal Khan by
Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj in 1659.

Mumbai, Jan 06 (PTI): 

A special court here on
Thursday allowed activist
Sudha Bharadwaj, recent-
ly released on bail in the
Elgar Parishad-Maoist
links case, to live in the
neighbouring Thane dis-
trict instead of Mumbai.

Bharadwaj was granted
bail by the Bombay High
Court in December 2021,
three years after her ar-
rest.

The special court for
National Investigation
Agency (NIA) cases, while
passing the release order,
had said that she shall not
leave Mumbai without
permission.

The activist later filed

an application seeking
permission to live in her
friend's house in Thane,
stating that finding accom-
modation in Mumbai was
expensive.

Special Judge D E
Kothalikar on Thursday
granted the plea.

The court also took on
record the address where
she would be living, and
directed her to report to
the Vartak Nagar police
station in Thane city every
fortnight.

The investigating officer
is at liberty to verify the
correctness of the address
and inform the senior po-
lice inspector of Vartak
Nagar police station, the
court said.

New Delhi, Jan 06 (PTI): 

Billionaire Gautam
Adani's port-to-energy
conglomerate on
Thursday said it had won
a contract to supply im-
ported coal to state-owned
electricity generator
NTPC but played down its
significance saying the
volume of 1 million tonnes
was small.

"NTPC has awarded the
contract to the company
for the supply of 1 million
tonnes of imported coal to
its various power plants,"
Adani Enterprises said in
a stock exchange filing.

The contract, it said,
was awarded by NTPC
through "an elaborate bid-
ding process (that) started
in the end of October 2021,
followed by reverse bid-
ding and negotiations."

PM’s PUNJAB VISIT 

Union cabinet discusses
security breach

Ministers seek
exemplary action

Union I & B Minster Anurag
Thakur briefs the media on

Cabinet decisions, at NMC in
New Delhi, Thursday.

‘BJP politicising issue of security
breach during PM’s Punjab visit’

POLL-BOUND STATES

EC reviews Covid, law and
order situation

Stresses on need
for vaccinations

Rs 12,0000-CR OUTLAY

Govt approves Green Energy Corridor Phase-II 

KEEPING AWAY COLD

People warm themselves around a bonfire during a cold winter day, in Amritsar, Thursday.

Elgar Parishad-Maoist links case

Court allows Sudha Bharadwaj,
out on bail, to shift to Thane

HATE SPEECH CASE

Kalicharan Maharaj
sent in judicial custody

70 ha land in Gulmarg, Sonamarg
declared ‘strategic areas’

Army can take control
of the patch now

Adani group to
supply imported

coal to NTPC

HIGHEST IN 8 MONTHS

15,097 new Covid cases in Delhi
Positivity Rate 15%
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Safety Campaign for
Contractual Workers

launched through Games

Central Chronicle News
BBhhiillaaii,,  JJaann  0066::  SAIL-Bhilai Steel
Plant is committed to fully ensure
safety of its employees and con-
tract workers. In order to keep con-
tract workers glued to Safety
norms, a new campaign has been
launched recently. 

Anjani Kumar, ED (Works) in the
presence of CGMs and senior offi-
cials witnessed the 'Safety cam-
paign through the game of Snakes

and Ladders' that has been special-
ly created keeping in mind safety
parameters.  

Contract workers participated in
the campaign organised as part of
the Safety Awareness Month.
Dangers and Preventive measures
were explained to the contract
workers through the game of
Snakes and Ladders. Awareness
will be created for contract work-
ers and their families through the
game of Snakes and Ladders. 

Collective efforts needed for prevention of Coronavirus infection
Central Chronicle News
BBhhiillaaii,,  JJaann  0066:: The positivity rate of
Coronavirus infection is increasing
rapidly in the district. The adminis-
tration is making sustained efforts
to control the spread of pandemic.
Public participation is also essen-
tial for achieving desired results.
Earlier during the first and second
wave, people from all the sections
of the society had played a signifi-
cant role in handling the adverse
situation. Once again, the adminis-
tration is expecting collective ef-
forts for prevention of Coronavirus
infection, said Additional Collector
Padmini Bhoi during a meeting of
representatives of different sec-
tions of the society.

She said that the meeting has
been organized on instructions of
Collector Dr Sarveshwar Narendra
Bhure with the objective to collect
feedback from all sections regard-
ing the control of corona infection.
The administration will utilize the
feedback for chalking out a suitable
strategy for Covid Combat.
Additional Collector listened to the

suggestions of the representatives
and assured to consider them in the
formulation of the strategy.

CMHO Dr Gambhir Singh Thakur
informed about the current situation
of corona infection and urged all to
take maximum precaution.

The office bearers of the
Chamber of Commerce expressed
their support to the district adminis-
tration for Covid Combat. They sug-
gested considering the practical as-
pects related to the sector for which
the rules are to be drawn up. For ex-
ample, restaurant timings are slight-
ly different from other shops. They

demanded to increase the Testing
facilities and include the represen-
tatives of Chambers in the war room
meetings so that the customers and
the traders can be benefitted. They
assured to extend all possible sup-
port to the administration including
participation in awareness cam-
paigns.

IMA representatives said that
there have been reports of new vari-
ants like Omicron in the country.
There is a need to make people
aware about the symptoms of the
new variant. IMA assured to work in
the direction of dissemination of

awareness material prepared by the
district administration and health
department. They also assured to
cooperate with the health depart-
ment.

Office bearers of social organiza-
tions and NGOs said that like the
previous waves, this time also they
are committed to help the people.
Social organizations assured to
open Covid Care Centres if the num-
ber of cases increases. NGP repre-
sentatives suggested imposing a
fine on people who do not wear
masks and utilize the fine amount in
providing masks to them.

The representatives of the
workmen and farmers said that the
daily earners are dragged to suf-
fering end in case of lockdown. The
administration should make prepa-
rations in advance as the possibili-
ty of such a situation is approach-
ing fast. Additional Collector said
that the economically weaker sec-
tion is the first priority of the ad-
ministration and they are fully
committed in this direction.

The media persons said that

often the misconceptions about
Corona spread rapidly. In such situ-
ations, the Health Department can
clarify the situation with the help
of the media to eliminate the con-
fusion. Additional Collector said

that the media has an important
role in controlling the pandemic.
The administration will continuous-
ly promote the IEC (Information,
Education, Communication) activi-
ty through the media, she said.

Collector releases calendar
of Health Department

Central Chronicle News
BBhhiillaaii,,  JJaann  0066:: Collector Dr
Sarveshwar Narendra Bhure on
Thursday released the calendar of
health department. Pictures and ma-
terials related to achievements of
health department in Durg district
have been shared in the calendar.
These include, efforts made for
Covid control, work being done on
new medical facilities in the district
hospital, other facilities in health
centers and new infrastructure in
the field of health.  The Health
Department delegation met the
Collector on Thursday regarding its
release. The collector expressed his

appreciation after seeing the con-
tents of the calendar. CMHO Dr
Gambhir Singh Thakur told the
Collector that every year the calen-
dar is published in the district by the
Health Department. Efforts are
being made to issue a calendar on a
different theme every time and
through this inform about the expan-
sion of health facilities in the district.
On this occasion Civil Surgeon cum
Superintendent Dr P Balkishore,
District Malaria and Immunization
Officer Dr CBS Banjare, Radiologist
of District Hospital Dr Arun Sahu, ex-
ecutive members of Jeevan Deep
Samiti Dilip Thakur and Dushyant
Devangan were also present.

Online Slogan Writing &
Quiz Competition held in

Rungta Public School

Central Chronicle News
BBhhiillaaii,,  JJaann  0066:: As a part of the British
Council International Dimension in
Schools (IDS) Activity, online Slogan
writing competition and online Quiz
competition were held for students
of Middle wing of Rungta Public
School, under the aegis of Sanjay
Rungta Group of Institutions. 

The competitions were organised
to develop awareness about envi-
ronment conservation among the
children of that age-group. The
minutely planned activities were
preceded by concept building ses-
sions in the form of Power Point

Presentations and Group
Discussions conducted by the
Subject Teacher, Shilpi Ganguly.
This helped to create immense in-
terest among the students on the
various aspects of conservation and
Bio-diversity. 

They enthusiastically participated
in the competitions that provided
them a platform to explore the diverse
flora and fauna of the world and the
key concepts of conservation. The
CEO of the school Arup
Mukhopadhyay appreciated the ef-
forts of the students under the guid-
ance of their teachers and encouraged
them to develop a scientific aptitude.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jan 06: In the wake
of the present situation in
the country on account of
spike in COVID 19 cases,
various measures are being
taken by
G o v e r n m e n t / S t a t e
Government for contain-
ment of the pandemic. The
management of SAIL-
Bhilai Steel Plant has is-
sued guidelines to employ-
ees to take proactive steps
to prevent spread of COVID
19 virus. All are requested
to comply with the guide-
lines issued by General
Establishment Department
of CG administration,
Collector, Durg issued an
order vide
No.1889/?.??.?./2022 dated
04.01.2022, wherein various
steps to control spread of

COVID-19 and new
Omicron variant have been
enumerated.

A number of measures
have been enlisted vide
BSP Circular dated
January 05, 2021. The meas-
ures include guidelines
that all meetings and train-
ing programmes shall be
conducted on virtual mode
only. No visitor will be al-
lowed to enter plant prem-
ises/offices of Bhilai Steel
Plant with immediate ef-
fect. Maitri Bagh and Zoo
will remain closed till fur-
ther orders. Social, cultur-
al, religious gatherings in-
cluding sports events and
rallies are now prohibited
as per the guidelines issued
by State Authorities. Also,
employees are advised to
refrain from gathering to-
gether within work premis-

es, corridors and canteens.
BSP management has

urged employees to be safe,
secure and follow social dis-
tancing norms. The man-
agement urges employees
to compulsorily wear
masks, follow proper saniti-
sation and wash hands reg-
ularly. Employees have
been advised to use stairs
instead of lifts as far as pos-
sible. Employees should de-
sist from spreading ru-
mours or misinformation
which is detrimental to the
interest of the organiza-
tion.

Employees are advised
strongly to avoid unneces-
sary travel which may lead
to spread of infection.
Employees performing
inter-state/inter-national
inward travel on or after 04-
01-2022, should have nega-

tive RT-PCR test report for
the time period within 72
hours of arrival at Head
Quarter. Employees will
need to submit RT-PCR re-
port at the time of joining.

BSP is making concerted
efforts and steps in the con-
text of the COVID 19 pan-
demic so that all measures
are taken to control the
pandemic. The manage-
ment has been issuing
guidelines and circulars
from time to time and em-
ployees are their families
are advised to adhere to all
such guidelines. Violation
of any Government
Directives and/or guide-
lines issued by BSP on
COVID-19 by any employee
will be viewed seriously.
Cooperation and care will
certainly help in control-
ling the spread COVID-19.

Material Recovery Department 
creates multiple production records

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jan 06: Material
Recovery Department of
SAIL-Bhilai Steel Plant
has kept up its excellent
performance by creating
records for best December
month, best- ever calendar
year and best-ever April-
December performance.

Anirban Dasgupta,
Director I/c (BSP) congrat-
ulated the MRD collective
and urged them to contin-
ue the momentum of pro-
duction by creating
records in the coming fu-
ture. Gyanesh Jha, HoD
(MRD) gave his best wish-
es to the MRD collective
for future challenges. BP
Rao, CGM (MRD), who has
joined BSP from Bokaro
Steel Plant was given a

warm welcome by the
MRD officials. Anjani
Kumar, ED (Works)
praised the employees of
MRD for the achieve-
ments and stated that the
records have been created
due to the collective ef-
forts and hard work of all
employees. He laid em-

phasis on a safe work en-
vironment while continu-
ing to convert waste into
wealth for the Plant. Best
ever December month
performance since incep-
tion has been recorded in
Boria Complex of MRD in
Dec 2021. Records have
been created for material

despatch and generating
revenue surpassing the
previous record of
December 2020. In the cal-
endar year 2021, total vol-
ume of 5,10,281 T material
despatch was made break-
ing the previous records
of 2,76,397 T in the calen-
dar year 2020 and register-

ing a significant growth of
85%. In the financial year
2021-22, MRD despatched
3,31,607 T of Material in
April to December 2021
period, crossing the previ-
ous record of 2,14,065 T in
corresponding period of
2020-21.

MRD department has
been continuously making
records for the last 15
months due to the collec-
tive efforts and persever-
ance of MRD employees,
guidance by SN Abidi,
CGM I/c (Services) under
the leadership of GM
Gyanesh Jha, GM (MRD).
SN Abidi expressed confi-
dence that MRD will con-
tinue its record produc-
tion under the leadership
of BP Rao, CGM (MRD) in
the future.

Independents make their
presence felt from the first day 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jan 06: The inde-
pendent candidates of
Bhilai Municipal
Corporation made their
presence felt from the first
day itself by fielding their
candidates for the post of
Mayor and Speaker.

Later when the INC was
busy in celebration and
BJP in introspection, the
independents led by senior
corporator Bashisth
Narayan Mishra submitted
a charter of nine demands
at the office of BMC
Commissioner. Through
this charter of demands,
they tried to highlight the
prominent public interest
issues of the citizens of
Bhilai. The demands in-

clude reduction of Property
Tax by 50%; reduction of
power bills by 50%, ensur-
ing clean drinking water to
every household; renewal of
lease; construction of
Canal Road from Camp-2 to
Rani Avanti Bai Square; re-
juvenation of JLN Hospital
Sector 9; establishing
Swami Atmanand English

Medium Schools at 65
schools of BSP; and action
against the people responsi-
ble for weakening the finan-
cial condition of Bhilai
Municipal Corporation.
Independent Corporators
Bashisth Narayan Mishra,
Yogesh Sahu, Anita Sahu
and Rajendra Kumar were
present.

INC’s Neeraj Pal becomes fifth Mayor of Bhilai

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jan 06: Senior
Corporator and Congress
leader Neeraj Pal has been
elected as the fifth Mayor of
Bhilai Municipal
Corporation while the first
time Corporator Girwar
Bunty Sahu has been elect-
ed as the Speaker. With
this, Congress succeeded
in forming the local gov-
ernment at Bhilai.

On the other hand, BJP
suffered cross-voting for

the second consecutive day.
BJP has 24 Corporators in
Bhilai Municipal
Corporation but its
Mayoral and Speaker can-
didates got only 22 votes. It
clearly indicates that two of
the BJP corporators have
voted for Congress or
Independent candidates.
Earlier on Wednesday at
Risali, three of the BJP
Corporators did cross vot-
ing at Risali Municipal
Corporation.

The subsequent sabo-
tage by the party cadre has
raised worries of the BJP
top leadership as there is a
very close contest in Jamul

Municipal Council, which
is going to witness polling
for the post of President
and Speaker on January
07. Dishonesty of even a
single Corporator can
change the game here.

At the outset, the pro-
gramme in Bhilai
Municipal Corporation
began with the oath taking
ceremony of all the 70
newly elected Corporators.
District Collector Dr
Sarveshwar Narendra
Bhure administered the
oath to them. District
Guardian Minister
Mohammad Akbar, MLA
Devendra Yadav, DCC

President Mukesh
Chandrakar, Member of
Parliament Vijay Baghel,
MLA Vidyaratan Bhasin
and other dignitaries were
present.

Thereafter the process of
filing nominations for the
post of Mayor, Speaker and
Appeal Committee began
at the same venue. All the
Congress Corporators
moved to a nearby hotel
with the Guardian
Minister and Bhilai Nagar
MLA where final discus-
sion for its candidates was
conducted.

The party selected sen-
ior Corporator Neeraj Pal

as its Mayoral candidate
while first time Corporator
Girwar Bunty Sahu was
fielded for the post of
Speaker. On coming to
know about the party's de-
cision, senior woman
leader and Sector 10
Corporator Subhadra
Singh revolted and even
announced to resign from
party membership.

With her supporters, she
reached the nomination fil-
ing venue and started
preparation to file mayoral
nomination as an inde-
pendent candidate.
However, she did not get
any introducer and was

unable to file the nomina-
tion. On the other hand,
senior party leaders man-
aged to convince her and
diffuse the tension.

On the other hand, BJP
fielded senior corporator
Mahesh Verma for the post
of Mayor and Shyam
Sundar Rao for the post of
Speaker. The independent
corporators also fielded
their candidates for both
the posts. Yogesh Sahu
filed nomination for
Mayor's seat while Anita
Ajay Sahu filed nomina-
tion for the post of Speaker.
It needs to be mentioned
here that out of 70

Corporators, 37 are from
INC, 24 from BJP and nine
are independent.

Out of the nine inde-
pendents, five had already
given support to INC. In
this manner, INC had man-
aged to gather support of
42 corporators. However
the results declared after
counting were astonishing
for BJP as the party suf-
fered cross-voting of two
Corporators.

In the mayoral contest,
INC's Neeraj Pal got 44
votes; BJP's Mahesh
Verma got 22 votes and in-
dependent Yogesh Sahu
got only four votes. In the

contest for Speaker's posi-
tion, INC's Girvar Bunty
Sahu got 44 votes, BJP's
Shyam Sundar Rao got 22
votes and independent
Anita Ajay Sahu got only
04 votes.

The appeal committee
was unanimously elected.
Members of the appeal
committee are
Ravishankar Kurre (INC);
Anju Sinha (INC); Bhojraj
Sinha (BJP) and Rajendra
Kumar (Independent).
After declaration of re-
sults, District Collector
handed over the certifi-
cates to the winning can-
didates.

Girwar Bunty Sahu
elected Speaker 

Submit a charter of nine demands 

BSP management issues strict 
guidelines to guard against COVID 19

Covid restrictions increased
In view of the increasing cases of Covid 19, the District Collector has is-

sued orders on Thursday to increase the restrictions. As per the new order,
there will be a night curfew from 21:00 hrs to 06:00 hrs. There will be a re-
laxation for loading - unloading of goods at wholesale market and veg-
etable markets. Petrol Pumps, Medicine Shops, delivery of medicines and
ambulances are also exempted. Hotels, restaurants, dhabas, bakery items,
food court and other eateries will operate till 23:00 hrs. Home delivery of
food items is allowed till 23:00 hrs. Dhabas on national highway and other
main roads will be able to serve the bus, truck and other passenger vehicles
during night also. There will be a total ban on the public programmes. All
the schools, aanganwadi centres, libraries and swimming pools will remain
closed. Vaccination of 15 to 18 age group children will continue at school
premises with strict compliance of covid guidelines and social distancing
norms. Malls, Gyms, Cinema Halls, Hotels, Restaurants, Auditoriums and
Marriage halls will operate with one-third capacity. It is mandatory to con-
duct Covid test for people suffering from cold, cough, fever, dysentery,
vomiting and body ache. They will stay in home quarantine till receiving the
negative report. Containment zones will be created in localities where the
higher number of patients is found. Plenary action will be taken against the
people who violate the norms or did not cooperate with the officials / per-
sonnel deployed on the task of monitoring, testing, treatment, etc.



CENTRAL CHRONICLE, FRIDAY, JANUARY 07,  2022

FOG DURING WEE HOURS

Denizens of city witnessed thick fog with fall in mercury during early morning hours
here on Thursday.

Fraud dupes man 
of Rs 1.70 lakh

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jan 06: In a sen-
sational e-fraud registered
in Kotwali police station,
frauds duped a man of
total Rs 1.70 lakh by luring
him of winning a prize of
Rs 5000.

According to police,
complainant Junaid
Mohammad of
Chourasiya Colony re-
ceived a phone from num-
ber 98839-81865 telling him
that a prize of Rs 5000 has
been received in his bank
account and he needs to
activate the sent link to
claim the prize.

While the complainant

activated the sent link, he
instead of receiving any
prize, he lost Rs 2000 from
his bank account.

Calling the fraud, the
complainant was sent an-
other phone number 77354-
63775 wherein he was
asked to sent his bank ac-
count number and his
PAN Card  over Whatsapp
so as to the amount.

However, sharing these
confidential records
turned out to be major
mistake as the fraud in-
stantly siphoned Rs. 1.70
from lakh from his bank
account. Police meanwhile
have registered an offence
under Section 420 IPC
against the holders of the
above mentioned tele-
phone numbers and fur-
ther investigation is now
underway.

CG TET on Jan 9
Raipur, Jan 06:
Chhattisgarh Teacher
Eligibility Test (CG TET)
2021 will be conducted by
Chhattisgarh Professional
Examination Board
(CGVYAPAM), Raipur on 9th
January in two different ses-
sions. The first session will
be conducted from 9.30 am to
12:15 am in 40 examination
centers and the second ses-
sion will be conducted from
2.00 pm to 4.45 pm in 34 cen-
ters. For the smooth conduct
of the examination, Nidhi
Sahu, Joint Collector has
been appointed as Nodal
Officer and KS Patle, District
Project Coordinator, Rajiv
Gandhi Shiksha Mission has
been appointed as Assistant
Nodal Officer. During the ex-
amination, it will be manda-
tory for all the examinees
and officers-employees to fol-
low guidelines of social dis-
tancing, sanitization and
wearing masks for preven-
tion of COVID-19 infection.

Economic activities will not be
affected in the state: CM

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jan 06: With the
strong cooperation of
people of the state, we
will certainly defeat the
third wave of Covid-19
pandemic, said Chief
Minister Bhupesh
Baghel on Thursday.

Keeping the view the
sudden surge in number
of Covid cases across the
state, he has appealed
people to strictly abide by
the Covid-19 protocols
and take necessary pre-
cautions to prevent
spread of the infectious
disease.

Stressing on the impor-
tance of getting everyone
vaccinated, Mr. Baghel
said “Vaccine is the
strongest and effective
weapon to fight against
the coronavirus. I urge
people who are not vacci-

nated yet to get their jabs
at the earliest and re-
quest all the eligible
teenagers to get vaccinat-
ed compulsorily.”

He added that we will
achieve the same success
in dealing with the third
wave of the coronavirus
pandemic as we have suc-
ceeded in dealing with
the last two waves with
the cooperation of all sec-
tions of the society. He
said that the economic
activities of the state will
be continued by manda-
torily taking all the nec-
essary precautions.

The Chief Minister
was addressing money
transfer programme of
Godhan Nyay Yojana or-
ganized at his residence
office here today. On this
occasion, the Chief
Minister virtually re-
leased an amount of Rs 5
crore 37 lakh to cattle
rearers, women Self-Help
Groups associated with
Gauthans and Gauthan
committees. This in-
cludes Rs 2 crore 78 lakh
paid in lieu of purchase
of cow dung in the last
fortnight and Rs one
crore 70 lakhs as divi-
dend to Gauthan commit-
tees and Rs 89 lakhs to
women SHGs. Payment
of Rs 119.41 crore has
been done so far in the

lieu of purchase of cow
dung from cattle rearers
of the state. Besides, Rs
44.43 crore has been
given to Gauthan com-
mittees and Rs 28.88
crore to women self-help
groups as dividend so far.

“We are operating our
state government’s ambi-
tious scheme-Godhan
Nyay Yojana-in mission
mode, so that the women
SHGs working in
Gauthans can prepare
products on the basis of
market demand and the
group can avail maxi-
mum benefits from its
marketing. After begin-
ning electricity genera-
tion project from cow
dung, we are now head-
ing towards manufactur-
ing organic paint from
cow dung”, said Chief
Minister.

He said that in the last
1.5 years, Gauthans have
become financially
strong. The works done
for making Gauthans
self-sufficient has attract-
ed the attention of the
whole country. He also
spoke about expediting
the work of setting up of
Rural Industrial Parks in
Gauthan, besides train-
ing women SHGs to gen-
erate production accord-
ing to the demand of
market.

On the occasion,
Agriculture and Water
Resources Minister
Ravindra Choubey
thanked Chief Minister
Baghel for timely release
of funds to the cattle
rearers under the
Godhan Nyay Yojana. He
said that Godhan Nyay
Yojana is being discussed
in the whole country and
many states of the coun-
try are also heading to-
wards adopting it.

“The day is not far
when every Gram
Panchayat of
Chhattisgarh state will
have Gauthan. Approval
of a total of 10,591
Gauthans has been
given, out of which 7,889
Gauthans are actively
functioning in the state.
With the commencement
of functioning of all
Gauthans, the income
generating activities will
increase.

An income of nearly
Rs 100 crore has been
generated from dividend
of Vermicompost and
other products”, he said.

Stating that vermi-
compost and super-com-
post are essential for
agriculture, he said the
inclination of farmers of
the state towards vermi-
compost has increased.
Vermicompost manufac-

tured in Gauthans has
played a crucial role in
meeting the shortage of
chemical fertilizer DAP.
He said that a provision
will be made to provide
grants under the govern-
ment scheme for setting
up machines like ‘dona-
pattal’ making machine,
Kodo-Kutki Processing
Machine, Herbal
Products Preparation
and Oil Expeller
Machine to promote in-
come-generating activi-
ties in Rural Industrial
Park of Gauthan.

At the beginning of
the programme,
Agriculture Production
Commissioner Dr.
Kamal Preet Singh gave
detailed information
about the progress of
Godhan Nyay Yojana.
Special Secretary
(Agriculture) and
Godhan Nyay Yojana
State Nodal Officer Dr. S.
Bharathidasan gave a
power point presenta-
tion regarding the action
plan of Godhan Nyay
Mission.

Advisors to Chief
Minister Pradeep
Sharma, Vinod Verma,
Rajesh Tiwari, Chief
Secretary Amitabh Jain,
Additional Chief
Secretary  Subrat Sahoo
and Renu G Pillay,
Principal Secretary
(Education) Dr. Alok
Shukla, Secretary
( F i n a n c e )
Alarmelmangai D.,
Secretary (Revenue) NN
Ekka, Director Land
Records Abhijit Singh
along with other senior
officials were present on
the occasion.

Covid vaccination of children aged 15-18 yrs
in 465 educational institutions 

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jan 06: Covid-19
vaccination of children in
the age group of 15 years
to 18 years has been start-
ed in Raipur district from
January 3. Under this vac-
cination programme, vac-
cination sessions are
being organized in 465 ed-
ucational institutions,
schools, colleges and ITIs
in urban and rural areas
of the district till January
14. Vaccination work is
being done in 300 educa-
tional institutions in
Raipur urban area, 15 in
Birgaon, 56 in Arang, 33 in
Dharseva, 22 in Abhanpur

and 39 in Tilda.
Collector Raipur,

Sourabh Kumar has given
instructions to the con-
cerned departments and
officers to put the teachers

and other staff of such in-
stitutions on duty at the
vaccination session sites
so that counseling of chil-
dren and parents can be
done and vaccination ses-

sions can be conducted in
a systematic manner with
compliance of covid proto-
col. Covaxin is being ad-
ministered to the children
in this age group.

Online delivery of liquor 
is being encouraged

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJaann  0066:: Online door deliv-
ery is being encouraged to con-
trol the rapidly increasing infec-
tion of Covid-19 in the state and
to save people from overcrowding
in liquor shops. According to the
information received from the
Managing Director, Chhattisgarh
State Marketing Corporation
Limited, and instructions issued
by the State Government, the dis-
trict managers have been direct-
ed to follow physical distancing,
sanitization and barricading in all
the country and foreign liquor
shops operating in the state.
Commercial Tax Excise Minister,
Kawasi Lakhma has given
instructions to follow the Covid
protocol. He said that people
coming to liquor shops should be
made to wear masks and follow
social distancing to protect
against corona. In the instruc-
tions issued by Chhattisgarh
State Marketing Corporation

Limited, in view of Covid,
arrangements have been made
for door delivery and self-pickup
by online booking of liquor
through delivery boys to avoid
overcrowding in liquor shops.
Consumers can download
CSMCL ONLINE APP from
Android Google Play Store or can
order from https://csmcl.in in
web browser for online purchase
of liquor. In the issued instruc-
tions, all the district managers
have been directed to make
available the order of liquor
received online within the time-
limit. Posters have also been dis-
played in liquor shops for the
promotion of COVID-19 preven-
tion measures. Necessary
resources are also being made
available to all the districts by
Chhattisgarh State Marketing
Corporation Limited to ensure
complete arrangements in this
regard.

All traders must follow COVID
guidelines in their shops and 

business establishments: Collector
Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jan 06: In view of
the continuous increase in
the number of corona
virus positive cases,
Collector and District
Magistrate Raipur
Sourabh Kumar has is-
sued a prohibitory order.
He urged all the business
institutions and traders to
follow the Corona guide-
lines and make use of san-
itizers and masks compul-
sorily in their business es-
tablishments and shops
apart from following so-

cial distancing.
In his order, he also

mentioned that all the
businessmen should keep
masks and sanitizers for
sale in their shops and in-
stitutions, so that cus-
tomers visiting their
shops without wearing
masks can first purchase
masks before purchasing
other items. Similarly,
commercial establishment
operators, employees and
customers will be required
to use masks during busi-
ness. Action will be taken
against them for violation.

COVID-19: Ch’garh reports 1,615 new
infections, 1st Omicron case

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jan 06:
Chhattisgarh’s COVID-19
count jumped to 10,12,128
on Wednesday with an ad-
dition of 1,615 fresh infec-
tions, while the state re-
ported its first Omicron
case, authorities said. The
death toll rose to 13,605
after one more patient suc-
cumbed to the infection in
the state, an official said.
This was the second con-
secutive day when the
state has witnessed more
than 1,000 cases in a span
of 24 hours. On Tuesday,
the state had reported
1,059 cases and three
deaths.

The number of recover-
ies reached 9,93,961 after
11 people were discharged
from hospitals, while 18
others completed their
home isolation during the
day, the official said. The
number of active cases in
the state now stands at
4,562, he said. Raipur dis-
trict reported 491 new in-
fections, taking the case-
load to 1,59,637, including

3,143 deaths. The district
has 1,335 active cases, the
official said. Bilaspur
recorded 250 cases fol-
lowed by Durg 187,
Raigarh 157, Korba 99 and
Janjgir-Champa 63,
among other districts, he
said. Government author-
ities have imposed a night
curfew in state capital
Raipur and some other
districts to stem the infec-
tion spread.

With 37,393 samples ex-
amined during the day, the
number of COVID-19 tests
in the state went up to
1,50,77,039, the official
said. Meanwhile, the first
case of the Omicron vari-
ant of coronavirus was re-
ported in the state on
Wednesday. A 52-year-old

man, who recently re-
turned from the United
Arab Emirates (UAE), had
tested positive for coron-
avirus following which his
swab sample was sent to
the Institute of Life
Sciences, Bhubaneshwar
(Odisha) for genome se-
quencing, an official state-
ment said.

The health department

on Wednesday received
lab report that confirmed
the presence of the
Omicron variant in the
sample, it added.
Chhattisgarh’s coron-
avirus figures are as fol-
lows: Positive cases
10,12,128, new cases 1,615,
death toll 13,605, recovered
9,93,961, active cases 4,562,
total tests 1,50,77,039.

Fraud dupes man of Rs 1.38 lakh on
pretext of selling Ola Electric bike

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jan 06: In a
bizarre e-fraud registered
in Civil Lines police sta-
tion, a fraud has reported-
ly duped the complainant
of Rs. 1.38 lakh by selling
him an OLA Electric bike.

According to police, the
complainant while search-
ing over Google to buy an
electronic bike cane
through a helpline num-
ber 082740-60175.Calling
over this number, com-
plainant Yashwant Sahu
was received by the fraud
calling him as the Sales
Manager of Ola Electeric

bike from Bangalore and
told him that the bike can
be purchased for a dis-
counted price Rs 1.38 lakh.

Further the fraud asked
him to make the payment
immediately as the dis-
count would lapse soon.
Saying so, he siphoned Rs
1 lakh cash over an UPI
payment mode and Rs
38840 through bank trans-
fer. Police meanwhile have
registered an offence
under Section 420 IPC
against the holder of the
above mentioned tele-
phone number and further
investigation is now un-
derway.

“We will certainly
defeat the third
wave of Covid-19
pandemic with
strong cooperation
of all”, says Baghel

CM urges people
who are not vacci-
nated yet to get
their jabs at the 
earliest

An amount of Rs
5.37 crores released
under Godhan Nyay
Yojana

Rs 119.41 crore has
been paid so far to
the cattle rearers

By luring him 
of winning 
Rs 5000 prize

Two arrested under Arms Act
Raipur: Two persons have been arrested under
Arms Act from separate police station areas during
last 24-hours. The first one, identified as Abdul Sahu
was arrested by Pandri police station from outside
Pandri liquor shop where he was nabbed terrorizing
the locals armed with a knife. The other one, identi-
fied as Shiv Mudaliyar, was arrested by Kotwali po-
lice station from Gandhi Nagar locality after he was
nabbed red-handed terrorizing locals armed with a
knife. Both the accused were later booked under
Section 25, 27 of Arms Act by respective police 
stations.

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jan 06: In a
major effort by Mandir
Hasaud police station,
two major crimes were
thwarted by alertness of
local police 5 burglars
who had broken into a
jewellery shop attempt-
ing to steal ornaments
from there.

The burglars were ar-
rested while they had
broken into Gayatri
Jewellery shop using a
thick rod and other appa-
ratus of breaking shut-
ter. Police, during pa-
trolling in the night,
came to know about the
burglary attempt and im-
mediately the shop was
surrounded.

Entering inside, police
found five burglars, in-

cluding two minor from
the spot.

All of them were im-
mediately taken into cus-
tody and further interro-
gations are now under-
way.

In another instance,
night patrolling of
Mandir Hasaud police
station found that a bur-
glar was attempting to
break into the PNB ATM
situated in Mandir
Hasaud Basti locality.
The patrolling party im-
mediately surrounded
and nabbed the burglar
who had already dam-
aged the ATM and was
trying to open the cash
holder of the machine.
The burglar was immedi-
ately arrested and is now
being interrogated 
further.

Mandir Hasaud police
thwarts two major crimes

Raipur: COVID-19 posi-
tive cases are continu-
ously increasing in
Raipur and other parts of
Chhattisgarh. As many
as 33 intern doctors and
three senior doctors in
All India Institute of
Medical Sciences
(AIIMS) Raipur have
been found COVID-19
positive. The 33 interns
included 19 boys and 14
girls. All the COVID in-

fected interns who have
been isolated in con-
cerned hostel.

Their condition is stat-
ed to be normal.
Meanwhile AIIMS
Raipur in a tweet said
that special ward for the
doctors who tested
COVID positive will be
arranged if it was re-
quired. None of the in-
terns has been told to va-
cate the hospital.

Corona blast in Raipur AIIMS:
33 interns and 3 senior doctors

test corona positive 

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jan 06: Two
persons have been ar-
rested under Excise Act
from Mandir Hasaud
police during last 24-
hours. The first one,
identified as Hasaud
Maheshwari, was ar-
rested from near
Kathiya Chowk after he
was nabbed possessing

30 bottles of country
liquor. The other one,
identified as
Manmohan Kurre, was
arrested by was arrest-
ed from near local rail-
way station after he
nabbed carrying 12 bot-
tles of country liquor.
Both the accused were
later booked separately
under Section 34-1 of
Excise Act.

Two arrested under Excise Act

In Raipur district 
till Jan 14 

Raipur: As many as 192
schools in Raipur district
have report cent per cent
first dose COVID-19 vacci-
nation of children in the
age group of 15-18 years.
The vaccination pro-
gramme for the children
aged 15-18 years was
started on January 3.
Collector Sourabh
Kumar encouraged
teenage children by

reaching various vacci-
nation centers. School
children too displayed
great enthusiasm for vac-
cination and got first slot
of COVID vaccine by
standing in line.

The 192 schools which
reported cent per cent
first dose COVID vaccina-
tion included 33 in Arang
development block, 12 in
Dharseva development

block, 5 in Birgaon
Municipal Corporation
and 141 in Raipur
Municipal Corporation.
Collector Sourabh
Kumar has congratulated
health department, edu-
cation department, par-
ents and all those con-
cerned with vaccination
programme for their ac-
tive participation in the
programme.

192 schools report 100% vaccination of 1st dose 
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FINE IMPOSED

Those riding without mask are being fined by persons authorised on behalf of RMC to avoid spread of corona virus.

Program Officer of NSS appointed in CU
Central Chronicle News

Bilaspur, Jan 06: For
smooth operation of vari-
ous activities of National
Service Scheme of Guru
G h a s i d a s

Vishwavidyalaya (Central
University), Bilaspur,
Dr.Sushma Jaiswal,
Assistant Professor, CSIT
has been appointed
Women Program Officer
in the UTD unit in place

of Dr.Namita Sharma,
Assistant Professor,
Department of
Economics. In the School
of Physical Sciences unit
Dr. M.P. Sharma,
Assistant Professor,

Department of Physics
has been appointed as
Male Program Officer in
place of Dr. Santosh
Singh Thakur, Assistant
Professor of Physics
Department.

16 district level water testing laboratories
of Ch’garh gets NABL accreditation

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jan 06:
Chhattisgarh state has
achieved unprecedented
success in drinking water
quality testing work under
the Jal Jeevan Mission
with as many as 16 district

level water laboratories
now been accredited by
National Accreditation
Board for Testing and
Calibration Laboratories
(NABL).

This includes water test-
ing laboratories in Durg,
Balod, Rajnandgaon,
Kabirdham, Bemetara,
Raipur, Mahasamund,
Gariaband, Dhamtari,
Balodabazar, Bilaspur,
Raigarh, Korba, Mungeli,
Kanker and Jagdalpur dis-
tricts. The remaining
eight districts have also
applied for NABL accredi-
tation.

Efforts are also being
made by Jal Jeevan
Mission for NABL accredi-
tation of sub-division level
laboratories by March
2022. Through the Jal
Jeevan Mission, the gener-
al public of the state has
got the facility of getting
their private source water
tested from the NABL ac-
credited laboratories of
their respective district

headquarters.
Besides, the state has

also set new records in the
field of testing drinking
water sources in rural
areas through FTK with
training programmes
being completed in 11,642
(99.8 per cent) of Gram
Panchayats. So far, 79,689
women have been trained
in water testing as ‘Jal
Bahini’ in 11,642 Gram
Panchayats. The chemical
water testing of 3, 13,501
i.e. 65 per cent drinking
water sources has been
done so far this year.

Meanwhile, domestic
tap connections have been
provided to 7, 66, 733 fami-
lies (15.78 per cent) in the
state so far and as per the
instructions of Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel,
about two lakh households
have been provided do-
mestic connections
through Jal Jeevan after
April 1, 2021. Pure drink-
ing water has been provid-
ed to 100 per cent families

of total 132 villages of the
state through functional
domestic tap connections.
Over 1471 youth of 19 dis-
tricts have been trained as
“Jal Mitan” under skill de-
velopment training for the
smooth operation and
maintenance work of the
tap water schemes to be
operated under Jal Jeevan
Mission. Such training
programmes are still
going on.

Efforts are being made
to turn this into a mass
movement by running a
social media campaign in
the state under the Jal
Jeevan Mission from
December 23 to January
26. As a part of this cam-
paign, wide publicity is
being done of best prac-
tices being adopted by dif-
ferent districts under the
banner of “Aaj Pani Ki
Kya Kahani Hai”. Besides,
public awareness about
drinking water safety is
also being spread under
this campaign.

‘Ch’garh model of development
proves its credibility again’

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jan 06: Center
for Monitoring Indian
Economy (CMIE)
Organization has recently
released the data of unem-
ployment rates in the
states of the country,
which has once again
proven the effectiveness
and credibility of the
Chhattisgarh Model of
Development. According
to the data released,
Chhattisgarh ranks fourth
among the states with the
lowest unemployment rate
in the country.

Unemployment rate in
Chhattisgarh at present is
2.1 percent. CMIE has re-
leased this data after
studying the situation in
December 2021.

According to CMIE data,
Karnataka has the lowest
unemployment rate in the
country i.e. 1.4 per cent,
whereas Haryana has the
highest unemployment
rate in the country i.e. 34.1
per cent.

It is noteworthy that
three years ago, under the
leadership of Chief
Minister Mr. Bhupesh
Baghel, a new model of de-
velopment was adopted to
achieve the goal of inclu-
sive development. This
model of development was
inspired by Mahatma
Gandhi’s vision of Gram
Swaraj. Under this model,
economic connectivity be-
tween the villages and
cities was emphasized. For
economic empowerment
of the villages, various in-
novative schemes and pro-
grammes including
Suraaji Gaon Yojana,
Narva-Garva-Ghurva-Bari
programme, Godhan Nyay
Yojana, Rajiv Gandhi
Kisaan Nyay Yojana, Rajiv

Gandhi Grameen
Bhoomiheen Krishi
Mazdoor Nyay Yojana, es-
tablishment of Rural
Industrial Parks, collec-
tion and value addition of
forest produce, entrepre-
neurial skill development,
etc are being implemented
under this new
Chhattisgarh Model of de-
velopment. As a result,
Chhattisgarh remained
untouched by the nation-
wide economic recession
during the first and the
second wave of COVID-19.
Even then the unemploy-
ment rate in Chhattisgarh
remained under control.
Now, as per the newly re-
leased data, steep rise in
the unemployment rate of
the country is a major
cause of concern, while
the unemployment rate of
Chhattisgarh has shrunk
to 2.1%. Gujarat holds the
second rank in the coun-
try with the unemploy-
ment rate of 1.6% and
Odisha has the third low-
est unemployment rate in
the country with 1.6%.

According to the new
data released by CMIE, the
unemployment rate in var-
ious states is as follows:-

3.4 percent in Madhya
Pradesh (seventh lowest in
the country), 4.9 percent in
Uttar Pradesh, 5.8 percent
in Assam (12th rank in
terms of unemployment),
27.1 per cent in Rajasthan
17.3 in Jharkhand and 16
percent in Bihar.
According to the report,
the unemployment rate in
the country was 6.52 per-
cent, as on January 2021
last year, under which
urban unemployment rate
was 8.9 percent and rural
unemployment rate was
5.81 percent. And as on
December 2021, the unem-
ployment rate in the coun-
try reached 7.7 percent,
with the urban unemploy-
ment of 9.1 percent and
the rural unemployment
rate of 7.1 percent.

The Center for
Monitoring Indian
Economy Organization
has been building the data-
base for 45 years by con-
ducting continuous stud-
ies in the fields of Indian
economy, foreign ex-
change, agriculture, in-
dustry etc. and the data
released by this organiza-
tion is considered to be
authentic.

Lapses on part of power department,
innocent electrocuted

Central Chronicle News

Konta, Jan 06: In village
Birla of Sukma district,
the general public of vil-
lage Birla is suffering due
to the helpless system of
electricity department.
Despite several com-
plaints, the department is
being ignored.

One such case of negli-
gence of the electricity de-
partment is that the main
line of electricity is at a
height of about 6 feet from
the ground in the village
panchayat Birla Road Para
of Konta block. On
Thursday, Madkam Joga,
10-year-old son of
Madkam Hidma, a resi-
dent of Gram Panchayat
Birla, was playing near a
cement electric pole, a
short distance away from
the house. While playing,
he came in contact with
the wire as the wire was
down. After which he
was rescued with the help
of local people. The left
side of the body suffered
severe burns due to being
hit by the wire. The vil-
lagers immediately con-
tacted for an ambulance,
but the solution to the am-
bulance was bad. After
which the family mem-
bers informed about the
incident to CRPF Camp
228 Battalion located in
Manikonta, 3 km from
Birla. Hearing this, im-
mediately through an am-

bulance of CRPF camp,
he was taken to
Community Health
Center Konta for first aid.
After first aid in the hos-
pital, he was referred to
Sukma district hospital
for better treatment.
Villagers say that because
of this shabby, loose and
dangling wires, there is
always an atmosphere of
fear.

Complaint has been
made by the local peo-

ple many times
Local people and rela-

tives allege that this elec-
tric wire is only 6 feet
away from the ground for
several months. This
complaint has also been
made to the Engineer of
the Electricity
Department many times,
even after that no one has
paid any attention to this
side.

IBITF logo launched at IIT Bhilai

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jan 06: The IIT
Bhilai Innovation and
Technology Foundation
(IBITF) officially launched
their logo at IIT Bhilai,
with the initiatives of car-
rying out transnational re-
search and establishing
world-class R&D in specif-
ic technological verticals.
It will also host the

Technology Innovation
Hub (TIH) for the
Financial Technologies
(FinTech) area.

Anirban Dasgupta,
Director In-Charge, Bhilai
Steel Plant, graced the oc-
casion as the chief guest.
He mentioned that the col-
laboration between IIT
Bhilai and BSP could spur
a lot of innovative solu-
tions for the students and
faculty members of IIT
Bhilai, as well as for the
nation. He added that the
Bhilai Steel Plant can pro-
vide a test bed for the de-
ployment of these re-
search results.

Prof. Rajat Moona,
Director, IIT Bhilai, talked
about the importance of
the logo as it provides an

identity to IBITF and men-
tioned that Bhilai Steel
Plant can help research
scholars and faculty to
carry out cutting edge ad-
vancements in their fields
based on real-life prob-
lems, bridging the gap be-
tween theory and practice.

Dr. B. K. Murthy, CEO,
IBITF, presented a brief
overview of the various
schemes and functions
proposed by IBITF, while
Dr. Prashant Agnihotri,
Assistant Professor, IIT
Bhilai, welcomed the
guests and presented a
brief genesis of the com-
pany. Prof. Santosh Biswas,
Project Director and a fac-
ulty member of IIT Bhilai
concluded the session with
a vote of thanks.

Third phase of the CM’s nutrition
campaign will start from Jan 10

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jan 06: The
third phase of
M u k h y a m a n t r i
Suposhan Abhiyan will
start in the district from
January 10. In this phase,
364 such Anganwadi cen-
ters in different blocks of
the district, where the
rate of malnutrition
among children in the
age group of six months
to six years is more than
13%, those centers have
been selected.

Here, in the hot cooked
nutritious food being
given to children of three

to six years of age, 1659
pregnant women in
Anganwadis, eggs or soy-
beans will now be given.
Apart from this, 1577 mal-
nourished children of six
months to three years
and 1224 lactating moth-
ers will also be given hot
cooked nutritious food
along with boiled egg or
soyabean. It is worth not-
ing that in these 364
Anganwadis, the number
of moderately and se-
verely malnourished
children is 2725. These in-
clude 1295 in Nagari, 604
in Kurud, 552 in
Magarlod, 209 in
Dhamtari Rural and 65 in
Dhamtari Urban.
Collector Mr. Elma took a
meeting of the Women
and Child Development
Department on
Wednesday and asked the
supervisors to do contin-
uous monitoring in all
the Anganwadi centers
including these identi-

fied Anganwadi centers
and ensure that severely
malnourished children
are sent to the Nutrition
Rehabilitation Center.
There are a total of 45
beds in the district with
four Nutrition
Rehabilitation Centers.
He clearly said that the
waiting list should be
prepared 15 days in ad-
vance to send the chil-
dren to the Nutrition
Rehabilitation Center. He
also asked the Chief
Medical and Health
Officer to ensure 100%
bed occupancy in all
Nutrition Rehabilitation
Centers. District
Program Officer, Women
and Child Development
Mr. MD Nayak informed
that according to Weight
Festival July 2021, 13.31
percent children in the
district were found mal-
nourished and 59.60 per-
cent women in the age
group of 15 to 49 years

are suffering from ane-
mia. The third phase of
M u k h y a m a n t r i
Suposhan Abhiyan is
being started to rid these
children and women
from malnutrition and
anemia.

The collector has
stressed upon the depart-
mental staff to counsel
the parents among them-
selves to remove malnu-
trition among the chil-
dren, so that the children
eat nutritious food and
help in nurturing them
by changing the behavior
in the lifestyle. On this
occasion Chief Executive
Officer, District
Panchayat Mrs. Priyanka
Mahobia, Project Officer
of Women and Child
D e v e l o p m e n t
Department, Supervisor,
Chief Medical and
Health Officer, officers of
Ayurveda, Horticulture
Department were 
present.

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jan 06:
Tanisha Choudhary
from Class 8th of KPS,
Dunda, Raipur has
made our state proud by
qualifying the Zonal
Computing Olympiad
(ZCO) 2022. It is a nation-
al level online program-
ming and coding con-
test, open to students of
classes 7–12. This year,
CG center was at IIIT
Naya Raipur - one of the
28 exam centres nation-
wide.

She is the only female
qualifier in the history
of ZCO from
Chhattisgarh and the
youngest one in the last
20 years to clear this na-
tional level coding com-
petition from the state.
She will now compete at
the Indian National
Olympiad in
Informatics (INOI), for
which about 252 stu-
dents from Pan India
have been selected from
ZIO and ZCO. Tanisha

has undergone rigorous
preparation through the
CS 50 - a computer sci-
ence course of Harvard
University, USA and at-
tributes her success to
hard work, guidance
from school teachers
and mentors from previ-
ous years INOI quali-
fiers & IOI medalists
from India .

About 25 students are
selected through INOI to
attend the International
Olympiad in
Informatics Training
Camp (IOITC). This is a
fully residential training
camp of 10–15 days held
in May–June. At the end
of this training, the
Indian team to IOI is

chosen.
The Indian

Computing Olympiad
(ICO) or INOI is a na-
tionwide competition or-
ganized annually by the
Indian Association for
Research in Computing
Science (IARCS), a lead-
ing research institute
which recognizes the
impact of computer sci-
ence in school educa-
tion. Algorithms are the
driving force of the in-
formation age that we
live in. Participating in
the Indian Computing
Olympiad exposes
young students to the ex-
citing world of algo-
rithms and program-
ming. The goal of this
multi stage nationwide
competition running
since 2002, is to identify
school students with
outstanding skills in al-
gorithms & computer
programming and select
the Indian team for the
International Olympiad
in Informatics (IOI), to
be held in Indonesia for
2022. The management
and school dignitaries
are delighted with this
achievement and have
expressed their best
wishes for the future
success of the student .

Chhattisgarh ranks
4th among the
states with the low-
est unemployment
rate in the country

CMIE releases 
the data

Unemployment rate
in Ch’garh is only
2.1%, whereas
National
Unemployment
7.7%

Ch’garh achieves
unprecedented suc-
cess in drinking
water quality test-
ing work under Jal
Jeevan Mission

Preparations of
remaining eight dis-
tricts for NABL
accreditation com-
pleted

Supply of pure
drinking water is
being ensured
under Jal Jeevan
Mission

As the only 
female and 
junior most ZCO
qualifier from CG 

Tanisha from KPS 
creates history 

Campaign will be
run in 364
Anganwadis of the
district where the
rate of malnutrition
is more than 13
percent

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJaann  0066:: At a time when
the people are scared of third
corona wave which has already
hit the country, Dakshin Purva
Madhya Railway Mazdoor
Sangh (DPMRMS) raised strong
objection on the forceful rota-
tional transfer of many com-
mercial department ticket
checking staff at remote places.
The union body through a mem-
orandum submitted to Sr DPO,
Sr DCM and Sr DEN
(Coordination) and addressed
to DRM Raipur questioned what
was so urgent of making such
transfers in bulk when  the third
wave has already knocked the
door. It needs to be mentioned

here, 36 commercial depart-
ment staff and specifically
those directly dealing with pub-
lic lost their lives during the
second corona wave. If sources
are to be believed, Group 4 staff
have been pressed into service
in UTS counters following trans-
fer of trained ticket counter
staff. This has also been strong-
ly objected by the union. The
union alleged that when the
higher officials of division rail-
way have preferred to opt for
Work from Home, how can the
commercial staff who are vul-
nerable to Covid threat are
being transferred to remote
locations. It needs to be men-

tioned here, many trains have
been cancelled by the adminis-
tration and union  feels that
there is no urgent need for
transfer of commercial staff at
this moment. They believed
that if transfer was so essential
it could have been planned well
before the arrival of third wave.
Understanding the urgency of
situation, railway travelers who
had booked tickets earlier are
now getting canceled as they
fear of being affected by COVID
if they travel outside. Under
such conditions, union body
demanded for immediate can-
cellation of rotational transfer
of commercial staff. 

RAILWAY UNION BODY RAISE OBJECTION

Forceful rotational transfer of commercial staff



KKoorrbbaa,,  JJaann  0066:: On the instruc-
tions of District Collector Ranu
Sahu, Commissioner Kuldeep
Sharma here took a meeting
of office bearers of Chamber
of Commerce and business-
men of the city and urged
them to follow the COVID 19
protocol compulsorily in their
shops and establishments.
Give your support to the
administration in preventing
the spread of corona infection
and adopt the formula of “No
Mask - No Service” in shops,
establishments, keep arrange-
ments for social distancing
and sanitizer, motivate and
encourage the customers
coming to the shops to com-
pulsorily wear masks and fol-
low the precautionary proto-
col, he said addressing the
traders. While discussing the
continuous spread of corona
infection, he has said that the
district and corporation
administration is taking all
precautionary steps to pre-
vent and protect against the
infection, and people are
being constantly advised and
made aware of the infection.
Appealing, to all he said that
the businessmen should com-
pulsorily follow the COVID 19
protocol in their shops and
establishments. He said that
mask awareness, social dis-
tancing, vaccination and
cleanliness are the most
important measures to pre-
vent and protect against coro-
na infection, our caution is our
biggest security, so be careful,
adopt protocol, avoid infection

yourself and others.  The
office bearers and members of
Chamber of Commerce pres-
ent during the meeting talked
about giving their full cooper-
ation in the direction of pre-
venting the spread of corona
infection and they said that
surely all the businessmen will
fully follow the COVID proto-
col in their shops and will
motivate the customers to
come to the shops wearing
masks compulsorily, and will
also ensure that there is a sys-
tem of sanitizer in the shops
and establishments.  During
the meeting, Superintend
E n g i n e e r M K Ve r m a ,
Deputy Commissioner BP
Trivedi and Pawan Verma,
Zone Commissioner RK
Maheshwari, MN Sarkar,
Akhilesh Shukla, NK Nath,
Vinod Shandilya, Health
Officer Dr. .Sanjay Tiwari,
Sunil Verma, General
Secretary of Chamber of
Commerce Mohammad Yunus
Memon, Vice President RP
Tiwari, Patron of Traders
Association Niharika
Ramsewak Agrawal, Mohanlal
Aggarwal, Kawarram
Manwani, Rajkumar
Gyanchandani, Parasram
Ramani, R.K.Tiwari and others
were present.
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Konta, Jan 06:  

The oath taking and
honor ceremony of the
newly elected councilor,
president, vice-president of
Konta Nagar Panchayat
was completed in the chief
guest of Kawasi Lakhma,
the popular minister of
Chhattisgarh. January 6
was a historic day for
Konta Congressmen. It is
known that in the recently
held elections in Konta, the
Congress had won in 14
wards out of 15 wards. On
Thursday, under the chair-
manship of Chief Guest
and youth leader Harish
Kawasi, President Mrs.
Mausam Jaya, Vice
President Zakir Hussain
took the oath of office and
secrecy. On this occasion,
special guest Boddu Raja,
District Panchayat Vice
President, District
President Sunnam
Nagesh, Sukma Palik
President Jagannath Raju
Sahu, Dornapal NP
President Smt. Babita
Mandavi, District Vice
President Madvi Deva and

SDM Bansingh Netam
completed it in the digni-
fied presence of all the
councilors. Meanwhile,
Congress Party PCC
Secretary Sattar Ali
District Congress
Committee President Smt.
Maheshwari Baghel
Senior Congress leader
Karan Singh Dev Block
Congress Committee
President Sudhir Pandey
along with all councilors
elected Senior Congress
leader from Gadiras
Sukma Dornapal, Geeta
Kawasi from Mahila
Congress Smt. Somay
Mangamma Soyam
Bhima Madkam Krishna
Sheikh Munir Noor Ali, in-
cluding dozens of youth

Congress workers, depart-
mental officers, police ad-
ministration ASP
Sachindra Choubey, SDOP
station in-charge, resi-
dents of the city were pres-
ent.

Responsibility is big,
will fulfill it: Harish

Harish Kawasi, while
wishing everyone a happy
new year to all the
Manchus and the newly
elected Councilor,
President, Vice President,
employees and officers of
the city said that. It is a
matter of great pleasure
that no.

I thank the residents of
Konta for electing the
councilor’s president, vice-
president. The way

Konta’s doubling did not
choose negative politics
but chose Kawasi
Lakhma’s love, thank you
from the bottom of my
heart. Our councilors will
do the work of getting the
plans made by Bhupesh
Baghel’s government to
the last person of Konta.

Support everyone in
sorrow and happiness:
Lakhma

Minister Kawasi
Lakhma said while wish-
ing everyone a Happy New
Year. The success
achieved by the Congress
in the civic polls. The
credit for this goes to the
efficient leadership of
Bhupesh Baghel. Voters
wishing businessmen

Konta Dornapal was not fit
to be measured, but during
Judum, Raman Kedar
made it a nap. His think-
ing of being in his posses-
sion, the public voters here
love Kawasi Lakhma.
Every party should contest
in any election. Here the
public knows how Konta
was in the last 15 years,
Konta has changed in
three years. Time to come
and will change. Minister
Kawasi Lakhma took a jibe
at the defeated candidate of
number 13 and said that he
had already said that he
has defeated Judum, he
will defeat its leader too.
He said putting a question
mark on the role of the op-
position in the previous
elections.

The victory in all the
elections was called the
victory of the Congress
and each of its workers.
During the election, there
may be allegations and
counter-allegations for
those who fought under
different banners, but the
elected representatives
have to carry everyone.

KONTA CIVIC BODY

President, VP administered oath
Minister Lakhma attends as chief guest

Anwari, Jan 06:

The youths of Lakshya
Group Chandra Para of
Gram Semara ‘B’ organ-
ised two-day ‘Kabaddi’
competition and at the in-
auguration former Janpad
President Ramswaroop
Sahu said that in the pres-
ent day time the children’s
in the school are so much
overburdened with studies
that they are getting moved
away from their childhood
period of fun and enthusi-
asm. The parent’s are forc-
ing their children to per-
form well in the exams and
come out with flying
colours in their exams and
due to which the children
just create a imaginative
world of books and studies
and are left far behind
when it comes to sports

and developing  skills that
of team spirit. Speaking on
the occasion Ramswaroop
Sahu said that sports and
games are must for overall
development of students,
as it not only provides
physical and mental devel-
opment, but helps in devel-
oping other skills as well.
One can attain good health
with morning or evening
walk and playing sports
like wrestling, ‘Kabaddi’,
jogging, running and oth-
ers can boost one’s physical
health and provide good
immunity to fight against
any disease. Apart from
this it also helps build self-
confidence and to work
with team spirit among
students, as in playing any
sports, one just does not
play for self, but for entire
team and it is the team-

work which determines
victory or defeat of any of
the players in the team.
Apart from this
Ramswaroop Sahu said
that sports and games have
its own importance and
significance and added that
Lupin and Manjari have
carved an identity for
themselves for providing
facilities and for working
much better in the field of
health and nutrition. On
this occasion Ramswaroop
Sahu, BJP district secy.,
Humendra Gajendra jan-
pad member; Bindeshwari
Sinha Sarpanch, Yogesh
Sinha, Narottam Sinha,
Chunnilal Sahu, Khublal
Sahu, Mukesh Sahu, Toran
Sahu, Pavan Sahu,
Digendra Sahu, Hori Lal
Sahu and others were pres-
ent in large number.

One develops self-confidence
thru sports: Sahu

Mahasamund, Jan 06:

Collector Doman Singh
conducted inspection of
ground work of ongoing
construction of Tumgaon
over-bridge here on
Sunday. He called the con-
cerned officer to the site
along with the file and after
sorting out few cases of
land acquisition shortly, he
asked to speed-up the con-
struction work of
Tumgaon over-bridge.

Taking stock of the prob-
lems on the spot of over-
bridge construction, he
made an appeal to nearby
residents that those who
have not given their con-
sent for land acquisition
and construction of this
over-bridge should do it at
the earliest, as this over-
bridge construction is very
much important for gener-

al public and the govern-
ment is ready to pay the
compensation fixed for the
land as per government
rules. In such conditions,
he appealed those yet to
give consent for land acqui-
sition to extend their full
cooperation to the depart-
ment, so that this construc-
tion work can be done at
the earliest and the people
of the city can get rid of
frequent traffic-jam on
daily basis. Collector con-
ducted this inspection
along with SDM, Tehsildar
and other officers of the
Nigam. The officers in-
formed the Collector that
the construction of this
railway over-bridge to-

wards Tumgaon and
Mahasamund has been
completed about 80% and
along with this by laying
the girder of the railway
over-bridge the laying of
slab work has been com-
pleted. The work that of
laying of girder slab to-
wards Tumgaon side, has
been completed and that of
return-wall towards
Mahasamund city is in
progress. Collector Doman
Singh directed the officers
present to complete all the
procedure for the final
phase of this railway over-
bridge and get it executed
well on time, so that the
daily commuters of the re-
gion, especially that of

Tumgaon and
Mahasamund city can get
convenient and smooth
travelling experience.
Presently with closure of
railway gate there is often
traffic-jam like situation
encountered by people of
both the sides on daily
basis. But on construction
of this railway over-bridge
they will get rid of the
same. Collector Doman
Singh based upon his expe-
rience and guidance gave
pinpointed instructions to
all and directed the SDM
and Tehsildar to complete
all revenue related works
at the earliest. It is worth-
while to mention here that
on completion of this
Tumgaon railway over-
bridge, around 35000 popu-
lation of Mahasamund will
get benefitted. This bridge
is being constructed at the
cost of Rs 40 cr and this
does not include the cost of
land acquisition. The total
length of this bridge is 616
mts and width is 15 mts. As
per information the length
of this over-bridge from
railway crossing towards
Mahasamund is 294 mts
and towards Tumgaon is
248 mts and length of the
railway crossing is 74 mts.

Collector directs to speed-up over-bridge completion
 Urges those having

land nearby to give
consent for land
acquisition

 Directs SDM,
Tehsildar to 
sort out all revenue
cases early

Bilaspur, Jan 06: The
Examination Section of
Guru Ghasidas
Vishwavidyalaya (Central
University) issued notifica-
tion for conferring research
degrees to three research
scholars. Accepting the the-
sis presented by Seema
Mandavi, and on the basis of
the viva voce held on
December 28, 2021, he was
declared eligible for confer-
ment of the degree of
“Doctor of Philosophy” of
Guru Ghasidas University,
Bilaspur from the date of
the oral examination. The
title of his thesis is
“Development of Novel
Tubulin Binding
Noscapinoides Anticancer
Drug”. His research super-
visor is Dr.Renu Bhatt,
Associate Professor,
Department of
Biotechnology, Guru
Ghasidas University,
Bilaspur (Chhattisgarh).

Accepting the thesis sub-
mitted by ShilpaVaishnav
and on the basis of the viva
voce held on December 31,
2021, from the date of the
oral examination, he was
declared eligible for confer-
ment of the degree of
“Doctor of Philosophy” of

Guru Ghasidas University,
Bilaspur from the date of
the oral examination. The
title of his thesis is
“ P h y t o c h e m i c a l
Investigation and
Antisickling Activity of
Selected Medicinal Plants”.
His research supervisor is
Prof. VD Rangari, Head of
Department, Department of
Pharmacy, Guru Ghasidas
University, Bilaspur
(Chhattisgarh). Accepting
the thesis presented by
PiyushShukla and on the
basis of the viva voce held
on 31st December, 2021, he
was declared eligible for
conferment of “Doctor of
Philosophy” degree of
Guru Ghasidas University,
Bilaspur from the date of
oral examination. His thesis
is entitled “Therapeutic in-
fluence of resveratrol and
caffeic acid phenethyl ester
along with micronutrients
on resurgance of acry-
lamide induced hepatic and
renal pathophysiology”. His
research supervisor is
Dr.Satendra Kumar Nirala,
Assistant Professor,
Department of Rural
Technology, Guru Ghasidas
University, Bilaspur
(Chhattisgarh).

Research degree to 
three researchers in CU

Koriya, Jan 06: 

On the instructions of
District Collector Shyam
Dhawade, for the preven-
tion and prevention of the
spread of corona infec-
tion, the administrative
team in the entire dis-
trict, is all geared up for
mask checking at public
places, squares and
squares in all develop-
ment blocks. People are
being advised to wear
masks and mask distribu-
tion is also being done and
challan proceedings have
also been started. In com-
pliance with the instruc-
tions of the Collector, in
Baikunthpur Ghari
Chowk, the joint team of
State Revenue, Police and
Municipal and Health
Department, in view of
the rising corona virus
cases, challaned tres-
passers of COVID 19 pro-
tocol.In Tehsil area Patna,
all the shopkeepers were
advised to follow the
COVID 19 guide line, not
to crowd unnecessarily, to
apply masks and through
Kotwars, Munadi was also

being made.
Similarly, in Nagar

Panchayat Jhagrakhand
the district administra-
tion team inspected the
ration shop, fruit shop,
grocery and vegetable
shops and appealed to all
to apply masks and follow
social distancing. In
Nagar Panchayat
Khongapani, while con-
ducting a joint inspection
by the team of district and
police administration,
people roaming without
wearing masks and fruit-
vegetable vendors, local
shopkeepers were advised
to apply masks and masks
were distributed.

Keeping in view the
spread of corona virus or-
ders have been issued to
keep the weekly Haat mar-
ket closed till further or-
ders in all the develop-
ment blocks by the con-
cerned Sub-Divisional
Magistrates. Action will
be taken under section 188
of the Indian Penal Code,
1860 and the Disaster
Management Act 2005, for
violating the instructions
issued by any shopkeeper.

Mask checking and challan
proceedings gear-up 

To prevent COVID-19 spread

Rajim, Jan 06: Bhakti
Mata Jayanti celebrations
will be organized on Friday,
January 7 under the joint
aegis of State Sahu Sangh
and District Sahu Sangh.
State Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel will be the
chief guest of the second
phase of this function or-
ganized in two phases. The
chief guest of the first
phase will be Chunilal
Sahu, MP from
Mahasamund Lok Sabha
constituency. This ceremo-
ny has been kept on the
stage of the festival site just
in front of Shri Rajiv
Lochan Mandir. Giving in-
formation after the inspec-
tion, Sanat Sahu  of the
State Sahu Union and Lala
Sahu, Joint Secretary of the
State Sahu Sangh, said that
in the first phase at 11 am,
there will be discussion for
social upliftment and devel-
opment whose chief guest
will be Chunilal Sahu, MP
from Mahasamund Lok
Sabha constituency, which

will be also presided by MP
Chandulal Sahu. The sec-
ond phase will start at 2:00
pm and chief guest of
which will be the Chief
Minister of the state
Bhupesh Baghel and
presided by Home Minister
Tamradhwaj Sahu.
Abhanpur MLA
Dhanendra Sahu, Bilaspur
MP Arun Sau as the chief
guest, Motilal Sahu,
National Working
President of All India
Teliya Sahu Mahasabha as
a very special guest, All
India Teliya Sahu
Mahasabha National
Working President
Siyaram Sahu, Women’s
Cell All India Teliya Sahu
National President of
Mahasabha Dr. Mamta
Sahu, President of
Backward Classes
Authority Daleshwar Sahu,
President of Chhattisgarh
State Milk Federation Vipin
Sahu, President of Other
Backward Classes
Commission Thaneswar

S a h u , T e l g h a n i
Development Board
President Sandeep Sahu,
Gau Sewa Commission
Chairman Ram Sundar
Das, MLA Amitesh Shukla,
Parliamentary Secretary
Shakuntala Sahu, etc. will
be present. Special wor-
ship will be offered by Rajiv
Bhakti Mandir Committee
in Bhakti Mata temple in
the morning.
At the time of this inspec-

tion Hanumant Sahu,
Treasurer of Chhattisgarh
Sahu Union, General
Secretary Sanat Sahu,
Tahal Ram Sahu, District
Panchayat member
Lakshmi Sahu, Haldhar
Sahu, District Sahu Union
President Bhuneshwar
Sahu, State Sahu Union
Joint Secretary Lala Sahu,
Rajim Bhaktin Temple
Committee Chairman of
Dr. Mahendra Sahu,
Ghanshyam Sahu, Bhole
Sahu, Ramkumar Sahu,
Hemant Sahu, Pyare Lal
Sahu were present.

Preparations for Bhakti Mata
Jayanti celebrations concludes

Cooperate in preventing COVID-19
pandemic spread: Commissioner
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HP CM’S BIRTHDAY

Himachal Pradesh Chief Minister Jai Ram Thakur celebrates his 57th birthday in Shimla, Thursday.

BRIEF
Launch delayed

Mathura: The move-
ment of electric buses
in Vrindavan has been
kept in abeyance for a
couple of days owing
to technical issues.
The basic reason for
the delay is charging
points, which are in
the process of being
set up, an official said.
Parties associated
with setting up the
charging points have
been instructed to
complete the work on
war footing. Another
hurdle being faced is
that height of buses is
more than ground
clearance.

Man held
Mumbai: A 29-year-old
man has been arrested
from Ahmedabad in
connection with a high-
way robbery case in
Mumbai last month
and around Rs 23 lakh
in cash, part of the loot,
has been recovered
from his possession.
According to the offi-
cial of the Samta
Nagar police station in
Mumbai, the man,
identified as Ajay
Bogekar, was arrested.
He is the third accused
to be arrested, the offi-
cial said. Many more
are involved in robbery.

Injured peacock
New Delhi: Prompt
action by Delhi Police
personnel saved the
life of a peacock found
lying on a road after
being electrocuted in
north Delhi’s Burari,
police said. A team
from the Burari police
station rescued the
peacock after being in-
formed about it over
phone and rushed it to
a bird hospital, they
said. The national
bird was immediately
taken to the hospital
by the team.

DRI seizes
Indore: The
Directorate of
Revenue Intelligence
(DRI) has seized 1,575
kg ganja or cannabis
worth Rs 3.15 crore
from a truck near
Indore city in Madhya
Pradesh and arrested
two peddlers. DRI’s
Indore unit intercept-
ed the truck with the
registration number
of Andhra Pradesh.
The cannabis was
found hidden under
the sacks of salt. The
packets containing
ganja (cannabis)
weighing 1,575 kg val-
ued at Rs 3.15 crore
were recovered.

Two cubs
Panna: A tigress has
given birth to two
cubs in Madhya
Pradesh’s Panna
Tiger Reserve (PTR), a
senior forest depart-
ment official said. The
three-year-old tigress -
P-213 (62) - gave birth
to two cubs in the first
litter and they were
captured on cameras
for the first time re-
cently, Panna Tiger
Reserve (PTR) field di-
rector Uttam Kumar
Sharma said.

Zoo closed
New Delhi: The Delhi
zoo has been closed to
visitors for an indefi-
nite period in view of
an alarming spike in
coronavirus cases in
the capital. An official
said the zoo was
closed to the public
but a few people who
had already bought
tickets online were al-
lowed. The link for
booking tickets online
on website has been
disabled. The zoo re-
opened for visitors on
August 1 last year,
more than two
months after it was
shut due to a rise in
Covid cases.

Simdega, Jan 06
(PTI): Three people
accused in the recent
stoning and
burning of a 32-
year-old man in
Jharkhand’s Simdega

district were arrested on
Thursday, police said.
Sanju Pradhan was stoned
to death and his body set on
fire by a mob barely 100 me-
tres from his home near
Besrajara Bazar on
Tuesday on the charges of

illegally felling trees
for stealing and smug-

gling wood, which is
against local tribal tradi-

tions. Police had booked
13 identified accused
and 25 other unknown

people in the case. “Three
accused named in the FIR
were arrested on Thursday.
A manhunt has been
launched to nab the others.
None of the guilty people
will be spared,”
Superintendent of Police

Shams Tabrej told PTI. The
accused have been booked
for murder, rioting with
deadly weapons and unlaw-
ful assembly. Chief
Minister Hemant Soren
had asked the deputy com-
missioner to investigate the
matter and inform him
after taking legal action.
The incident took place
barely a fortnight after the
Jharkhand Assembly
passed the Prevention of
Mob Violence and Mob
Lynching Bill, 2021, which
aims at providing “effective
protection” of constitution-
al rights of people and the
prevention of mob violence
in the state. Eyewitnesses
said Pradhan’s wife tried to
stop the villagers from tak-
ing the drastic action but
her husband was lynched
before her eyes. Police
teams from Kolebira,
Thethaitangar, and Bano
were prevented to reach the
spot and the locals initially
refused to hand over
Pradhan’s body to the law
enforcers.

Three accused in stoning,
burning of man held

Chandigarh, Jan 06 (PTI):

Providing a hassle-free,
alternative route to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
convoy to reach Ferozepur
was the responsibility of
the Punjab home minister
and police chief besides
various central agencies,
state minister Rana
Gurjeet Singh said on
Thursday. Singh made the
remark while terming the
Prime Minister’s return
without laying foundation
stones of various develop-
mental projects in the
state “unfortunate”.
Singh, the Punjab minis-
ter for Technical
Education and Industrial
Training Singh appeared
to be endorsing the stand
of Congress leader Sunil
Jakhar who had said, a se-
cure passage for the Prime

Minister of India to ad-
dress the BJP’s political
rally in Ferozepur should
have been ensured.

In a “major security
lapse”, Prime Minister
Modi’s convoy was left
stranded on a flyover in
Ferozepur on Wednesday
after some protesting
farmers blocked the road

forcing the PM to return
from poll-bound Punjab
without attending any
event, including a rally.

The Union Home
Ministry has sought an
immediate explanation
from the state government
on the PM’s security
breach, saying it did not
ensure the requisite de-
ployment with Home
Minister Amit Shah too
warning that such derelic-
tion of the security proce-
dure during the prime
minister’s visit is totally
unacceptable and the ac-
countability will be fixed.

Punjab Chief Minister
Charanjit Singh Channi,
however, at a press confer-
ence had denied there was
any security lapse or polit-
ical motive behind it and
said his government was
ready for an inquiry.

‘PM’s return without launching
new projects unfortunate’

Rana Gurjeet Singh
Kannur, Jan 06 (PTI):

Valsan Thillankeri, a
prominent leader of the
Sangh Parivar in Kerala,
and over 200 activists of an
outfit have been booked
for allegedly making
provocative speech and
slogans during a rally or-
ganised by the Hindu
Aikya Vedi here, police
said on Thursday. Police
said the rally was organ-

ised by the Hindu Aikya
Vedi, a Sangh outfit, on
Wednesday demanding ac-
tion against “extremist
forces” operating in
Kerala.

Besides Thillankeri,
cases were registered
against over 200 activists
of the outfit, they said.

Thillankeri is the work-
ing president of the Hindu
Aikya Vedi.

According to police, the
alleged provocative slo-
gans were raised during
the protest march organ-
ised by them in the town.

The march was held
from bank road to stadium
corner in the politically
volatile district.

The case was registered
under various sections of
IPC including 143
(Unlawful Assembly) and
147 (Punishment for riot-
ing), police said.

Case against HAV leader,
activists for provocative slogans

Valsan Thillankeri

Bhubaneswar, Jan 06 (PTI):

Odisha on Thursday
recorded its biggest single-
day spike in COVID-19
cases in five months as
1,897 more people tested
positive for the infection, a
health bulletin said.

The fresh infections
took the state’s coron-
avirus tally to over 10.6
lakh, it said. The daily test
positivity rate rose to 2.62
per cent from 1.77 per cent
on the previous day. At
least 258 children were
among those newly infect-
ed, the bulletin said. The
number of fresh cases
jumped more than six-fold
from 298 infections on
January 1. The state had

logged 1,216 new COVID
cases, while 1,917 infec-
tions were registered on
July 23 last year. Khurda
district reported nearly
one-third of the 1,897 fresh
cases with 669 infections,
followed by 262 in
Sundargarh, 148 in

Cuttack, 125 in Sambalpur
and 100 in Balasore, the
bulletin said. The toll
mounted to 8,467 as a 78-
year-old man succumbed
to the disease in
Bhubaneswar. Fifty-three
other coronavirus-positive
patients have died due to

comorbidities so far, ac-
cording to the data. Odisha
now has 5,739 active cases,
including 2,167 in Khurda,
which comprises the capi-
tal city Bhubaneswar.

At least 138 patients
were cured of the disease
in the last 24 hours, taking
the total number of recov-
eries to 10.46 lakh, the bul-
letin said. The state tested
72,370 samples during the
period, it added. Health
Services Director Bijay
Mohapatra said the
Omicron variant of the
coronavirus was present
in all the districts, which
are showing gradual rise
in cases. “Bed occupancy
rate in hospitals is very
low and availability is
high. We are still taking
steps to increase the num-
ber of beds,” Mohapatra
told journalists.

Odisha logs 1,897 new COVID-19 cases

Sundargarh Collector Pavan Kalyan and CDMO Dr Saroj
Kumar Mishra flagged off a campaign Vehicle on COVID
Awareness at Sundargarh on Thursday.

 Biggest single-day
spike in 5 months

BBeennggaalluurruu,,  JJaann  0066  ((PPTTII)):: With
Congress deciding to go ahead
with its ‘padayatra’ (march),
demanding implementation of
the Mekedatu project across
the Cauvery river, despite the
government’s COVID-19
restrictions, Karnataka Home
Minister Araga Jnanendra on
Thursday warned of action in
case of violation of rules.

An unfazed Congress’ state
president DK Shivakumar and
Leader of Opposition in the
State Assembly Siddaramaiah
reiterated that they will go
ahead with the padayatra and
said they are ready to go to jail,
in case the government arrests
them. The Congress’ march

from Mekedatu to Bengaluru,
covering a distance of over 100
kilometres, demanding imple-
mentation of the Mekedatu
project, which is being opposed
by neighbouring Tamil Nadu, is
scheduled from January 9 to 19.
“They (Congress) are not
behaving like a responsible
opposition, at the time when
the state is amid a pandemic.
How to behave is left to them,
people are watching. Not doing

anything (on Mekedatu) for six
and half years while in power,
they are now saying they will
agitate for the sake of water.
During normal situations they
had every right to do it, but this
is not the time,” Jnanendra
said. Speaking to reporters
here, he pointed out that even
PM Narendra Modi’s pro-
gramme in Lucknow has been
cancelled, also the state BJP
has cancelled its ‘Chintana
Shibira’ scheduled to be held
from January 7-9 in the wake of
a spike in cases and COVID
restrictions. “If they (Congress)
go ahead with the padayatra
and violate guidelines, neces-
sary action will be taken, and
people are watching every-
thing,” he said, adding that
“our health is in our hands and
I appeal that everyone should
cooperate.”

‘Action in case of COVID rules
violation for Mekedatu march’

Araga Jnanendra

 KPCC accused 
state government of
double standards

Srinagar, Jan 06 (PTI):

Four former chief min-
isters of Jammu and
Kashmir, including
Farooq Abdullah and
Ghulam Nabi Azad, are
likely to lose their Special
Security Group (SSG) pro-
tection as the union terri-
tory’s administration has
decided to wind up the
elite unit established in
2000, officials said on
Thursday.

The move comes a little
over 19 months after the
Centre had issued a
gazette notification —
Jammu and Kashmir
R e o r g a n i s a t i o n
(Adaptation of State Laws)
Order, 2020 — on March 31,
2020, amending the Special
Security Group Act of the
erstwhile Jammu and
Kashmir government by
omitting a clause that pro-
vided former chief minis-

ters and their families
with SSG security.
Officials said the decision
was taken by the Security
Review Coordination
Committee, a group that
oversees the threat percep-
tion of important leaders
in Jammu and Kashmir.

The officials said the
SSG will be “right-sized”
by reducing the number of

the elite force to the “bare
minimum”. It will be head-
ed by an officer below the
rank of Superintendent of
Police as against Director,
who is of the rank of
Inspector General of
Police and above.

However, the officials
feel there was a re-think
over the downsizing of the
SSG as some experts with-

in the police force feel that
this may hamper the pre-
paredness of the elite unit.

The SSG will now be en-
trusted with the security
of serving chief ministers
and their immediate fami-
ly members.

The decision will entail
the withdrawal of the se-
curity cover of Farooq
Abdullah, Ghulam Nabi
Azad and two other for-
mer chief ministers Omar
Abdullah and Mehbooba
Mufti at a time when a
number of terror inci-
dents have taken place in
Srinagar. All these former
chief ministers except
Azad reside in Srinagar.
However, Farooq Abdullah
and Azad will continue to
be provided the security
cover of the National
Security Guard, also
known as Black cat com-
mandoes, as both of them
are Z-plus protectees.

Former J-K chief ministers to lose SSG security cover

Chennai, Jan 06 (PTI):

Tamil Nadu Chief
Minister MK Stalin on
Thursday announced an
all-party meeting on
January 8 here to discuss
the next course of action
on the state’s demand for
exemption from NEET, as
an Assembly bill in this re-
gard is pending with the
Centre. Contending an all-
party delegation MPs
under DMK Lok Sabha
member TR Baalu could-
n’t secure an audience
with Union Home
Minister Amit Shah, the
Chief Minister claimed
that the Centre had not
acted on the Tamil Nadu
Assembly Bill seeking ex-
emption for the state from
NEET. “In order to discuss
the next plan of action, the

State Government has
convened an all-party
meeting on January 8,”
Stalin told the state
Assembly.

Making a statement on
the floor of the House
under rule 110, he ap-
pealed to the leaders of
various political parties
who have representation
in the Assembly to extend

their cooperation to the se-
rious issue concerning the
State’s students particu-
larly those with rural
background.

Recalling the unani-
mous Assembly bill
passed in the House in
September against NEET,
Stalin said based on the de-
cisions to be taken in the
Saturday all-party meet-
ing, “our struggle against
NEET and for social jus-
tice will continue.”

He reiterated NEET was
against the interests of the
rural students and
charged the Centre,
through the entrance test
had “snatched away”
states’ rights to decide on
how it will conduct its
medical admissions, with
the state keen to do so only
based on Class XII marks.

TN CM lashes out at Centre 
on NEET, calls for all-party meet 

MK Stalin

Bhubaneswar, Jan 06 (PTI):

The number of voters in
Odisha rose by 4,31,441 this
year, taking the total to
3,29,83,643, as per the final
electoral rolls.

Of the total voters,
1,67,96,603 are males and
1,61,83,835 female, showed
the final electoral rolls is-
sued by the Chief Electoral
Officer (CEO). There are
also 3,025 people belonging
to the Third Gender cate-
gory, CEO SK Lohani said
in a statement. The total
number of voters in the
final electoral rolls of 2021
was 3,25,52,202, he said.
There are 5,23,774 voters in
the age group of 18-19 in
the final rolls this year, he
said. Names of 9,50,789
new voters were added,
while 3,82,601 names delet-
ed and corrections to
3,82,601 names were done,

Lohani said. Maintaining
that there was a qualitative
improvement in electoral
rolls, he said the number of
non-photo voters which
was earlier 3,38,458 has
come down to 84,694.
Besides, the gender ratio
in the electoral rolls has in-
creased from 958 to 964, he
said. There was also a huge
jump in online applica-
tions this year, which rose
from 7 per cent to 66.44 per
cent, he said. Another
voter-friendly intervention
by Election Commission
this year is the introduc-
tion of free door delivery of
voter cards through speed
post in specially designed
envelopes, Lohani said.
There is also a facility for
downloading e-EPICs for
the newly-registered vot-
ers by logging into
www.nvsp.in, the officer
said.

Odisha adds 4.31 lakh 
voters, gender ratio improves
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Democracy won in US on Jan 6 last year: Pelosi
Washington, Jan 06 (AP):

House Speaker Nancy
Pelosi had a singular
message for Americans
and the world on the eve
of the anniversary of the
horrific attack on the
Capitol: Democracy won.

In an interview with
The Associated Press, in-
side the Capitol where a
mob loyal to Donald
Trump had laid siege,
Pelosi said it’s time for
the country to turn to its
better angels, draw from
history and ensure a day
like Jan 6 never happens
again.

“Make no mistake, our
democracy was on the
brink of catastrophe,”
Pelosi told the AP.
Democracy won that
night,” she said. “These
people, because of the
courageous work of the
Capitol Police and
Metropolitan Police and
others, they were de-
terred in their action to

stop the peaceful transfer
of power. They lost.

The speaker lead
Congress on a day of re-
membrance at the
Capitol, with President
Joe Biden speaking, and
historians and lawmak-
ers sharing remem-
brances throughout the
day though few
Republicans were expect-
ed to attend.

This has to be a period
of remembrance, of rec-
onciliation, Pelosi said,

drawing on the example
set by Abraham Lincoln.
Lincoln said, With mal-
ice toward none, with
charity toward all” as the
Civil War was ending.
“We have to extend the
hand of friendship.

The deadly insurrec-
tion stunned the country,
and the world, as rioters
ransacked the Capitol,
some in hand-to-hand
combat with police, after
a defeated President
Trump exhorted them to
fight as Congress was
certifying the Biden’s
election. Pelosi said no
one could have imagined
a US president calling for
an insurrection, but
there’s now an enormous
civics lesson learned as
to what a president is ca-
pable of, she said. I think
now people are alerted to
the fact that there can be
rogue presidents.”

Republicans are most-
ly staying away from the
remembrance events.

They downplay the as-
sault and blame
Democrats for not fortify-
ing the Capitol.

Rep. Kevin McCarthy
of California, the House
minority leader, said in a
letter to colleagues that
Democrats are using the
anniversary as a parti-
san political weapon to
further divide our coun-
try. Pelosi, the California
congresswoman, who
made history 15 years
ago as the first female
speaker of the House and
has become one of the
most powerful leaders
ever to have held the
gavel said she bears ab-
solutely no sense of re-
sponsibility for the cur-
rent divisions in
Congress, or the country.

After having twice led
the House to impeach
Trump, she said her mes-
sage to those who as-
saulted the Capitol and
the millions of
Americans who backed

Trump and could sup-
port him again is that
they were lied to.
Countless court cases
and investigations have
shown no evidence of
voter fraud that could
have tipped the election,
as he claims.

They may have
thought that was right,
she said. But they were
lied to by the president of
the United States.”

For that, she said, he
should be ashamed.

Sitting beneath a por-
trait of George
Washington, Pelosi drew
heavily on the founders’
vision for a country
where Americans would
have many differences
but rely on common
sense to resolve them.

She referred to
Lincoln’s efforts — insist-
ing on constructing the
dome of the Capitol de-
spite naysayers during
the Civil War — to under-
score national unity.

Taliban not to allow any fencing
along Durand Line by Pakistan

Islamabad, Jan 06 (PTI):

Afghanistan’s Taliban
regime has said that it will
not allow fencing by
Pakistan in any form along
the Durand Line, issuing a
stern warning to
Islamabad, amid escalating
tensions between the neigh-
bouring countries on the
contentious issue of border
fencing, a media report
said.

We (Taliban) will not
allow the fencing anytime,
in any form. Whatever they
(Pakistan) did before, they
did, but we will not allow it
anymore. There will be no
fencing anymore, Mawllawi
Sanaullah Sangin,
Commander of the Taliban,
told Afghanistan’s Tolo

News.
Sangin’s sharp reaction

comes following Pakistan
Foreign Minister Shah
Mehmood Qureshi’s com-
ments earlier this week,
when he said this issue
would be resolved peaceful-
ly, through diplomatic chan-
nels. Certain miscreants are

raising the issue unneces-
sarily, but we are looking
into it. We are in contact
with the Afghan govern-
ment. Hopefully, we would
be able to resolve the issue
diplomatically, Qureshi said
during a press conference
in Islamabad on Monday.

Brazil to vaccinate kids, stops short of demanding scripts
Brasilia, Jan 06 (AP):

Vaccination of
Brazilian children be-
tween the ages of 5 and 11
will begin in January,
without the demand for
prescriptions from doctors
the government had previ-
ously signalled, officials
from the health ministry
have announced.

The government’s
guidelines come almost
three weeks after the
health regulator autho-
rised use of Pfizer’s shot
for children, setting off
backlash from none other
than President Jair
Bolsonaro. After sowing
doubt about the efficacy of
the vaccine and refusing
to be vaccinated himself
last year, in recent weeks
the president staked out a
position opposing vac-

cines for kids and warning
of possible side effects.

A study released in late
December by US health
authorities confirmed that
serious side effects of the
Pfizer vaccine in children
ages 5 to 11 are rare. The

results were based on ap-
proximately 8 million
doses dispensed to young-
sters in this age group.

Taking a cue from
Bolsonaro, his health min-
istry last month published
an online questionnaire

about the issue, and some
of the president’s support-
ers also leery of the vac-
cine actively engaged on
messaging apps trying to
pressure people to swing
the results. They failed:
the majority of the sur-
vey’s almost 100,000 partic-
ipants opposed the need
for a doctor’s script, a
health ministry official
said in a public hearing on
Tuesday, without provid-
ing figures. Speaking to re-
porters, Minister
Queiroga also didn’t dis-
close what percentage of
respondents opposed pre-
scriptions. With regard to
the prescription, a public
consultation was done. We
heard society, specialists,
said Queiroga. It isn’t
backtracking; it is part of
the decision-making
process.

Australia, Japan sign defence
pact amid Chinese threat

Sydney, Jan 06 (AP):

The leaders of Japan
and Australia signed a
landmark defence agree-
ment Thursday that al-
lows closer cooperation
between their militaries
and stands as a rebuke to
China’s growing as-
sertiveness in the Indo-
Pacific region.

Australian Prime
Minister Scott Morrison
and Japanese Prime
Minister Fumio Kishida
met in a virtual summit to
sign the Reciprocal
Access Agreement, the
first such defence pact
signed by Japan with any
country other than the
United States.

The agreement follows
more than a year of talks
between Japan and
Australia aimed at break-
ing down legal barriers to
allow the troops of one
country to enter the other

for training and other
purposes.

Japan is our closest
partner in Asia as demon-
strated by our special
strategic partnership
Australia’s only such
partnership, Morrison
said.

An equal partnership,
shared trust between two
great democracies com-
mitted to the rule of law,
human rights, free trade
and a free and open Indo-
Pacific.

Kishida hailed the

agreement as a landmark
instrument which will el-
evate security coopera-
tion between the nations
to new heights. While
China wasn’t mentioned,
its significance at the
signing was implicit.

Japan’s ambassador to
Australia, Shingo
Yamagami, said that in
light of the deteriorating
security environment,
what Japan and
Australia can do together
is first of all to increase
deterrence.

Dozens of protesters
killed in Kazakhstan

Moscow, Jan 06 (AP):

Dozens of protesters
were killed in Kazakhstan
in attacks on government
buildings and at least a
dozen police officers died,
including one who was
found beheaded, authorities
said Thursday.

There were attempts to
storm buildings overnight
in the country’s largest city,
Almaty, and dozens of at-
tackers were liquidated, po-
lice spokeswoman Saltanat
Azirbek said. She spoke on
state news channel 
Khabar-24.

The reported attempts to
storm the buildings came
after widespread unrest in
the city, including seizure of
the mayor’s building, which
was set on fire.

State news channel
Khabar-24 cited the city
commandant’s office as say-
ing Thursday that another
353 law enforcement officers
were injured in addition to
the 12 killed.

Kazakhstan is experienc-
ing the worst street protests
the country has seen since
gaining independence three
decades ago.

A Russia-led military al-
liance, the Collective
Security Treaty
Organization, said early
Thursday that it would send
peacekeeper troops to
Kazakhstan at the request
of President Kassym-
Jomart Tokayev.
Kazakhstan has been

rocked by intensifying
protests that began on
Sunday over a sharp rise in
prices for liquefied petrole-
um gas fuel. The protests
began in the country’s west
but spread to Almaty and
the capital Nur-Sultan.
Tokayev vowed to take
harsh measures to quell the
unrest and declared a two-
week state of emergency for
the whole country, expand-
ing one that had been an-
nounced for both the capital

of Nur-Sultan and the
largest city of Almaty that
imposed an overnight cur-
few and restricted move-
ment into and around the
urban areas. The govern-
ment resigned in response
over the unrest.

Although the protests
began over a near-doubling
of prices for a type of lique-
fied petroleum gas that is
widely used as vehicle fuel,
their size and rapid spread
suggested they reflect wider
discontent in the country
that has been under the rule
of the same party since
gaining independence from
the Soviet Union in 1991.

Tokayev claimed the un-
rest was led by terrorist
bands that had received
help from unspecified other
countries. Kazakhstan, the
ninth-largest country in the
world, borders Russia to the
north and China to the east
and has extensive oil re-
serves that make it strategi-
cally and economically im-
portant.

WALKING OVER SNOW

People walk in the snow, feeling freezing conditions and covered in snow, in Tokyo,
Japan on Thursday.

BRIEF
Cancels classes

Chicago: Chicago
school leaders in US
cancelled classes for a
second consecutive
day after failing to
reach agreement with
the teachers union
over COVID-19 safety
protocols in the na-
tion’s third-largest
school district. The
Chicago Teachers
Union sought to revert
to remote instruction
during the latest surge
of infections and
while both sides ham-
mer out a deal. But
Chicago Public
Schools leaders have
said remote learning
didn’t work.

Border attack
Beirut: Unknown per-
petrators attacked a
group of UN peace-
keepers in southern
Lebanon, vandalising
their vehicles and
stealing official items
from them. Such scuf-
fles with UN peace-
keepers are not un-
common in southern
Lebanon since the
peacekeeping force
was expanded follow-
ing the 2006 war be-
tween Israel and the
Lebanese militant
Hezbollah group.

Trudeau calls
Toronto: Canadian
Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau called videos
of a party on a recent
Sunwing Airlines
flight from Montreal
to Cancun, Mexico, a
slap in the face to
those who have tried
to stay safe during the
pandemic and said
that Canada’s airline
regulator is investigat-
ing. Videos of the Dec
30 flight shared on so-
cial media appear to
show passengers not
wearing masks as
they gather in close
proximity, singing and
dancing.

Committee approves
Jerusalem: A local
Israeli committee ap-
proved plans for the
construction of more
than 3,500 settler
housing units in east
Jerusalem, nearly half
in a particularly con-
troversial area, ac-
cording to Peace Now,
an anti-settlement
monitoring group.
Peace Now said the
construction of the
homes would largely
cut off the city from
the southern part of
the occupied West
Bank, further compli-
cating any efforts to
create a functioning
Palestinian state.

Two killed
Madrid: Two con-
struction workers
were killed after
being buried under
the roof of a school
that collapsed,
Spanish authorities
said. No students
were in the building
in the northern city
of Gij n with Spain’s
children still enjoy-
ing their winter holi-
days. Emergency
workers took several
hours to recover both
bodies from under
the debris. Two other
workers were injured
when the roof came
down on them.

Cruise short
Miami: Hundreds of
passengers who em-
barked on an 11-day
cruise from Miami
were returned to port
after less than two
days at sea because
several dozen crew
members got infected
with COVID-19. The
pandemic also
prompted a last-
minute cancellation of
another cruise that
was scheduled to de-
part.

A burned-out car is seen on a square near an administrative
quarter in central Almaty on Thursday.

Japan’s PM Fumio Kishida and Australia’s PM Scott
Morrison show off signed documents during a virtual 
summit to sign the Reciprocal Access Agreement on
Thursday.

It will give provide
thrust to quad along
with India, US

Seoul, Jan 06 (AP):

North Korea claimed
Thursday to have conducted
the second successful test
flight of a hypersonic mis-
sile, days after leader Kim
Jong Un vowed to bolster
his military forces despite
p a n d e m i c - r e l a t e d  
difficulties.

This launch, the North’s
first known weapons test in
about two months, indicates
the country will press ahead
with plans to modernise its
nuclear and missile arse-
nals rather than return to
disarmament talks anytime
soon.

The official Korean
Central News Agency said
the Central Committee of
the ruling Workers’ Party

expressed great satisfaction
at the results of the missile
test, which was observed by
leading weapons officials.
Hypersonic weapons, which
fly at speeds in excess of
Mach 5, or five times the
speed of sound, could pose
crucial challenges to mis-
sile defence systems be-
cause of their speed and
maneuverability. It’s un-
clear whether and how soon
North Korea could manu-
facture such a high-tech
missile, but it was among a
wish-list of sophisticated
military assets that Kim dis-
closed early last year, along
with a multi-warhead mis-
sile, spy satellites, solid-fu-
elled long-range missiles
and underwater-launched
nuclear missiles.

North Korea claims second successful
test of hypersonic missile

United Nations, Jan 06 (AP):

Western nations accused
Syria of refusing for eight
years to clear up 20 out-
standing issues about its un-
declared research, produc-
tion and possible weaponi-
sation of unknown quanti-
ties of chemical weapons.

US Ambassador Linda
Thomas-Greenfield told the
UN Security Council the
world should not be fooled
by Syria’s veneer of cooper-
ation while it deliberately
delays and obstructs an-
swers to the international
chemical weapons watch-
dog.

France’s UN Ambassador
Nicolas De Riviere went fur-
ther, saying Syria is not only
not cooperating with the

Organization for the
Prohibition of Chemical
Weapons but it has contin-
ued to use chemical
weapons.

And these facts must be
qualified as crimes against
humanity, he said.

Syria joined the Chemical
Weapons Convention in
September 2013, pressed by
its close ally Russia after a
deadly chemical weapons at-
tack that the West blamed
on Damascus. A Security
Council resolution adopted
at that time endorsed the de-
cision of the OPCW, which
implements the convention,
to destroy Syria’s chemical
weapons program and
banned Syria’s use, develop-
ment, production or acquisi-
tion of chemical weapons.

Syria must answer twenty questions
on its chemical weapons

Map shows Durand Line.

Taliban do little to stop
Pakistan fighters

PPeesshhaawwaarr::  The Pakistani
Taliban (TTP) are regroup-
ing and reorganizing, with
their leadership. That is
raising fears among
Pakistanis like Shahana of
a return of the horrific vio-
lence the group once
inflicted.

Children hold Portuguese messages “Vaccine is a right!
Vaccine is safe! Vaccine yes!’ in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.

Nancy Pelosi
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Price rise
It is a bitter truth that the State

governments have not taken a dif-
ferent approach to address the
mounting economic concerns and
when people have found their in-
comes drastically reduced after
the outbreak of the pandemic,
there has been an artificial rise in
the prices of essential commodi-
ties. At a time when the situation
needs pragmatic handling, the
uncontrolled price hike has crip-
pled normal life. Undeniably, the
pandemic has rendered many
youths jobless and hence aggra-
vated the unemployment sce-
nario in the state. Needless to say
the poor and the marginalized are
the worst impacted segments in
society. Sadly enough, the plight
of these people seems to be miss-
ing from the priority list of the
government's policy. It's indeed
unfortunate on the part of the pol-
icymakers and leaders of the
state to pretend to be unaware of
the sufferings and hardships of
the masses caused by the price
hike. It is time the government
consulted the eminent econo-
mists of the state and found out
effective means to control the
price hike at the earliest and
hence relieve its citizens.

DDiippeennddrraa,,  vviiaa  eemmaaiill

Corruption in 
education

It is now as clear as daylight
that almost ninety-nine per cent
of heads of government educa-
tional institutions are involved in
corruption directly or indirectly.
But why? It has probably two rea-
sons, one is an ardent personal
desire for modern luxurious life
and the other is a circumstantial
compulsion. Personally, I have
met so many government educa-
tional institutions' heads who are
free from covetousness but cir-
cumstances compel them to fol-
low the path of corruption. It is
known to all that the government
and UGC are giving some annual
grants from primary schools to
the university level for the pur-
pose of infrastructure and other
academic development. And as
per rules, all the heads of the in-
stitutions have to submit utiliza-
tion certificates (UCs) to their re-
spective authorities. The authori-
ties have an entrenched notion
that the heads have misused and
pocketed some of the funds. To
see the weakness of the heads
some of the officials demand
money against each government
grant instead of making spot veri-
fication about the utilization of
the funds. If any head is firm not
to give any bribe to the officials
then he will have to bring the
same expenditure vouchers from
two-three shops and his file may
be given for audit. Some auditors
have also the same notion that
the heads have misused the
funds. The heads have no time to
move about after the auditor or
the vouchers as they are to look
after the academic side of the in-
stitutions. So, most of the heads
try to manage the officials by of-
fering money and thus they open
the path of corruption by stealing
a small portion for themselves
also. So, the government should
form a strong vigilance team that
will monitor only the proper uti-
lization of government funds of
the educational institutions.
Otherwise, the existing system
will produce more corrupt heads
of educational institutions.

HHaarrsshhaa  MMoohhaann,,  vviiaa  eemmaaiill

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

WHAT THEY TWEET!

KKBBSS  SSiiddhhuu@@kkbbssssiiddhhuu11996611
'These days when some-
one asks 'Are you coming
to the party?' one doesn't
immediately understand
whether they are talking of
a bash or a political party.'
#Punjab #PunjabPolitics

vviirr  ssaanngghhvvii@@vviirrssaanngghhvvii
Stop calling Omicron-COVID
'mild'.Judging by all the accounts I
have heard from people who have got
it,Omicron symptoms are hardly
mild.And it is terrifyingly transmissi-
ble. When doctors use terms like
'mild' all they mean is 'not necessarily
life-threatening' Don't be misled.

PPrraasshhaanntthh  SS@@ppss__iitt__iiss
Ishant has been through so many
lows and highs of this Test side, so
many overseas tours. He will be gut-
ted in missing out this game but
everything about him cheering from
outside so vocally speaks highly of
his character, absolutely relentless
cheering since the first ball.

TThhee  MMoonnkk@@
sswwoorrddssnnhhaammmmeerr

It's a shame on us, v can
put blame on Politicans 4
communalising, but at the
same time, a close vigil is
required. I always question
parents who r making thr
infants addictive 2 technol-
ogy, n request othrs 2 keep
a watch on young n spend
time with them.

RRaahhuull  MMaatthhuurr@@RRaahhuull__JJ__MMaatthhuurr
The safest gift to send someone is
a nice notebook or diary - almost
everyone I've met uses a paper &
pen to take notes. Great way for
companies to get useful branded
merch into the hands of cus-
tomers or prospective customers!

AAnnkkaann  RRooyy@@AAnnkkaanniinnffrraa
A major feat on India's National Waterway 1! A 250-ton Goliath Gantry Crane

WWoollff  PPaacckkss@@TThheeLLeeggaatteeIINN
Report: Pak Army ISPR has fired more
than 70% of its social media influencer
team. Pak has decided to reduce ISPR
run SM campaigns & instead promote
its propaganda, anti-India agenda
through think-tanks (IPRI, ISSI, CASS,
NIMA, CSSPR etc). Tie-ups envisioned
with western lobbyists.

A round the world, there's a con-
joined crisis of climate change

and housing shortages, two topics at
the top of the list of discussions in the
recent COP26 climate summit in
Glasgow. Construction and buildings
account for more than one-quarter of
global greenhouse gas emissions.
Meanwhile, according to a September
report by Realtor.com, the US alone is
short 5.24 million homes. Addressing
both crises will require building struc-
tures more sustainably and more effi-
ciently. But this isn't the first time ar-
chitects and governments have had to
deal with dwindling resources and the
task of housing large numbers of peo-
ple. In 1959, an armed revolt led by
Fidel Castro ousted Cuba's military
dictatorship of Fulgencio Batista. As
part of a broader plan to improve the
quality of life for millions of Cubans,
Castro's new government sought to
develop a program to mass-produce
new housing, schools and factories. 

In the years that followed, however,
this dream clashed with difficult reali-
ties. Sanctions and supply chain dis-
ruptions had created a shortage of
conventional building materials.
Architects realized they needed to do
more with less and invent new con-
struction methods using local materi-
als. In an article that I co-authored
with architect and engineer Michael
Ramage and architect Dania Gonzalez
Couret, we explored the creative chal-
lenges of this period by focusing on a
specific structural element that these
Cuban architects soon seized upon:
the tile vault. Tile vaulting is a tech-
nique that flourished in the eastern

Mediterranean after the 10th century.
It involves constructing arched ceil-
ings made of multiple layers of light-
weight terra cotta tiles. To build the
first layer, the builders use fast-set-
ting mortar to glue the tiles together
with barely any temporary support.
Afterward, the builder adds more lay-
ers with normal cement or lime mor-
tar. This technique doesn't require ex-
pensive machinery or use of a lot of
timber for formwork. But speed and
craftsmanship are paramount.

Because of its affordability and
durability, tile vaulting spread to dif-
ferent parts of Europe and the
Americas. It became known as
Guastavino tiling in the US a nod to
Spanish architect Rafael Guastavino,
who used the technique in over 1,000
projects in the US, including the
Boston Public Library and New York's
Grand Central Station. In Cuba, tile
vaults were famously used to build the
National Art Schools, or Escuelas
Nacionales de Arte. Fidel Castro advo-
cated for the construction of the five
schools on what, before the revolu-
tion, had been a golf course in
Cubanacan, a town west of Havana.
Designed by Ricardo Porro, Vittorio
Garatti and Roberto Gottardi, the
schools integrate terra cotta shells
and arches with the site's green land-
scape. They were long thought to be
the only tile vault buildings in post-
revolution Cuba. However, we discov-
ered that the National Art Schools are
only the tip of the iceberg. From 1960
to 1965, a range of vault experiments
and projects took place across the
country. 

Shortly after the revolution, archi-
tects and engineers at the Ministry of
Construction known as MICONS went
to Camagüey, a province known for its
terra cotta brick-making, to learn
more about the craft. One of these ar-
chitects, Juan Campos Almanza, then
a recent graduate of the University of
Havana, led the research team. As an
experiment, he built a load-bearing
vault on the grounds of the Azorin
brick factory. It was a success. He
went on to use the design to construct

affordable and elegant beachfront
homes in Santa Lucía, north of
Camagüey, using the same vault de-
sign. Brick-and-tile vault construction
appeared to be a promising solution to
build replicable and cost-effective
ceilings. The Centre of Technical
Investigations, an agency tasked with
developing housing, schools and fac-
tories, used Almanza's research to
construct its own vaulted offices. An
outdoor space nearby famously called
'El Patio del MICONS' became a stag-
ing ground for more structural experi-
ments. In El Patio, craftspeople, engi-
neers and architects worked together
to develop affordable vaulted build-
ings, while teachers at El Patio's tile
masons' school taught building tech-
niques to cohorts of apprentices. 

Vaulted buildings and homes soon
started cropping up across the coun-
try. In 1961, Juan Campos Almanza
completed his first housing projects in
Altahabana, a new neighbourhood lo-
cated near Havana, building simple
barrel vaults on prefabricated beams.
Similar designs were used for more
beachfront houses, schools and facto-
ries. In his report about the
Altahabana pilot project, Campos de-
fined his method as 'tradicional mejo-
rado,' or 'improved traditional con-
struction' a mix of conventional build-
ing methods with some prefabricated
elements. This way, he argued,
builders could gain the best of both
worlds: The construction, some of it
built by hand, was fast and replicable.
And it didn't require a lot of materials
and preexisting infrastructure. The
best example of this construction
method is the vaulted Pre-University
Centre at Liberty City, the site of a for-
mer US Army base. The structure was
designed in 1961 by Josefina Rebellon,
who at the time was a third-year ar-
chitecture student.

Only a couple of miles from the
Schools of Art, Rebellon's design was
completed in 18 months. It was made
up of two circular vaulted buildings,
with conical vaults and prefabricated
beams, with an undulating two-story
classroom building between the two

circles. These exciting new construc-
tion methods didn't last long. In 1963,
Havana hosted the conference for the
International Union of Architects. That
year's theme was Architecture in
Developing Countries. The conference
gave Cuban architects an opportunity
to reflect on their recent experiences.
The Ministry of Construction pushed
to end what it viewed as a period of
experimentation; mass housing, they
argued, demanded industrialized con-
struction. Buildings started being
made in factories and then assembled
on site. Skilled and specialized labour,
like vault-building, was no longer seen
as an asset but an obstacle, since
vault builders were difficult to find in
the country's remote areas, and
novice builders required extensive
training.

Yet the story of these buildings of-
fers lessons for designing with scarci-
ty. The ability to experiment is impor-
tant. Coordination among builders,
governments and architects is crucial.
And craftsmanship matters, too,
whether it's tile vaulting or traditional
carpentry. For too long, buildings that
required craftsmanship have been
thought of as overly expensive pet
projects that deployed techniques
better suited for a different era. But
the Cubans were able to show that
craftsmanship can be developed,
scaled up and combined with techno-
logical advances. Today, a handful of
promising initiatives show how the
craft of tile vaulting can serve for the
low-carbon construction of buildings
or engineered ceiling systems. Back in
Cuba, tile vaulting is now being taught
in the Escuela Taller Gaspar Melchor,
a training centre in Havana's historical
centre. Cuba's vaulted architecture
reflects the relationship between ne-
cessity and invention, a process that
many people mistakenly think of as
automatic. It isn't. It is a relationship
based on perseverance, trial and error
and, above all, passion. Look no fur-
ther than what Juan Campos Almanza
and his peers left behind on the island:
beautiful, replicable buildings, many
of which are still standing today.

R eacting to China's unfurling of its national flag at the
Galwan Valley, Minister of State for External Affairs

Meenakshi Lekhi said the Indian military is handling the
situation and China is getting a befitting response. This is
the first official response from the Ministry of External
Affairs on the issue. Rahul Gandhi had asked Prime
Minister Narendra Modi to break the silence over the
Chinese incursions in Galwan. The videos of China and
India unfurling flags forms part psychological warfare.
India should emulate establishing a psychological defence
agency as initiated in Sweden. Sweden launched a new
agency at the beginning of the year aimed at defending it-
self against disinformation, propaganda, and 'psychologi-
cal warfare.' The Psychological Defence Agency, as it is
being called, raises the stakes in the global battle over mis-
information and poses the question: What exactly should
governments do when they think the battleground is their
citizens' minds? This question isn't new, but is seen as an
increasingly urgent policy debate as democracies struggle
to preserve freedom of expression rights while combating
influence campaigns by governments and other actors
that use the internet to rapidly share false information.
Many countries have long operated state-affiliated media
organizations, which can greatly vary in terms of accura-
cy and journalistic freedom. But online misinformation
campaigns can make it much harder to tell the source of
propaganda efforts. Meanwhile, many authoritarian
regimes are also using similar language about defending
against misinformation to frame their own efforts at con-
trolling dissent. The Swedish agency describes its mission
as involving both actually identifying misinformation as
well as building community resilience to harmful influ-
ence campaigns through education. It is headed by
Swedish diplomat Henrik Landerholm.

In an interview with Swedish radio after his appoint-
ment was announced, Landerholm pointed to Russia,
China, and Iran as sources of misinformation campaigns
targeting the country. Swedish officials have been warn-
ing of the increasing threat of false information for years.
The country also faced Russian attempts to interfere in re-
cent elections, leading the government to mount a coordi-
nated effort to combat such campaigns. That push, which
included training thousands of civil servants about re-
sponding to misinformation as well as working with jour-
nalists and social media companies to limit its spread,
helped model a role for the new agency. Landerholm
sought to differentiate the agency and the country's prior
efforts to counter disinformation from Orwellian propa-
ganda efforts. 'This is not the Ministry of Truth or a State
Information Board like we had during the Cold War,'
Landerholm said. 'We want to protect freedom of opinion
in our country.'  The psychological warfare of China
against India is not recent but goes back in history and it
encompasses an enormous snare of deception and fabrica-
tion. Now, the government should establish a separate
agency as shown by Sweden. China's sabre-rattling has be-
come more discordant and to a temporary observer the
military dispute would appear impending. Whereas, in
fact Beijing is pursuing its conventional strategy of psy-
chological warfare to eventually urge India to concede
without any actual armed conflict. China's vindictive war,
bombast and impractical prerequisites for advocating con-
ferences is evidently different from the strategies of diplo-
macy and negotiation prescribed by the Indian govern-
ment to solve the conflicts without any violence.

Psychological 
defence agency

A fter becoming extinct in 1952, cheetah is all set to re-
turn to India as the central government launched an

action plan under which 50 of these big cats will be intro-
duced in the next five years. Union Environment Minister
Bhupender Yadav launched the action plan at the 19th
meeting of the National Tiger Conservation Authority
(NTCA) saying, the Cheetah that became extinct in inde-
pendent India, is all set to return. Kuno National Park in
Madhya Pradesh was all prepped to welcome the African
cheetahs, a project that has been a decade in the making
last year. The team of experts delegated to carry out the
project was about to leave for Namibia, but had to return
from the airport as travel restrictions kicked in. Known as
'hunting leopards' during the colonial era, Asiatic cheetahs
were wiped out in India by hunting, a gradual decline in
prey base and habitat degradation. The last cheetah was
shot in 1947 and it was officially declared extinct in India in
1952. Today just about 40-50 individuals survive in central
Iran, where it's a protected animal. The IUCN lists it as a
critically endangered species. The fact that these African
spotted animals are being introduced in India could be a
cause of concern. They are entering an unknown habitat
and familiarising them with their new home, making them
adaptable, and preventing feline infection, may be a chal-
lenge. With government support, wildlife conservationists-
scientists, disease ecologists and veterinarians could moni-
tor these cats to keep zoonotic diseases at bay.

The country will again be home to cheetahs. As a begin-
ning, it's probably good that they are being sent to a protect-
ed area. Globally, cheetahs are listed as vulnerable on the
IUCN Red List of Threatened Species, with around 6,674 in-
dividuals, most of them in Africa, left. Plans to reintroduce
cheetahs to the Indian landscape were first mooted in the
1970s and have been brought up off and on since. These in-
cluded plans to exchange Asiatic cheetahs for Asiatic lions
with Iran, and, in 2009, even cloning the animals. Experts,
however, are concerned about the complexities of introduc-
ing a different subspecies to new ecological settings, biodi-
versity issues and disease risks, and whether there's
enough space at the chosen site for a big cat like the chee-
tah to survive and establish a healthy habitat. Grasslands
are an important part of this debate. The cheetah, de-
scribed as a low-density, high-habitat animal, requires a
substantial amount of space. If everything falls into place
this time, Kuno will host 4 big cats: Lions, Tigers, Cheetahs
and Leopards. But, can these animals coexist comfortably
in the same habitat? This has never occurred anywhere
else before. The cheetah reintroduction will definitely be a
boon for wildlife tourism but it may also pose a threat to the
inter-species and human-wildlife conflict.

Reintroducing cheetahs

Cuba’s architecture offers blueprint 
for how to build more with less

CENTRAL CHRONICLE,  RAIPUR,  FRIDAY,  JANUARY  07,  2022

Lobby of well maintained Hotel Nacional de Cuba, in Havana, it is one of Cuba's historic buildings in eclectic style of architecture.

WELL MAINTAINED ARCHITECTURE

((WWeessaamm  AAll  AAssaallii  iiss  GGlloobbaall  FFuunngg  PPoossttddooccttoorraall  FFeellllooww,,  PPrriinncceettoonn  UUnniivveerrssiittyy  iinn  UUSS..))
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BRIEF
Acquires stake

New Delhi:
IndiaMART on
Thursday said it has
invested about Rs
133.5 million via its
wholly-owned sub-
sidiary Tradezeal
Online Pvt Ltd to ac-
quire a 26.01% stake
in EasyEcom.
IndiaMART’s Brijesh
Kumar Agrawal said
it will make com-
merce easy for mer-
chants.

Highest ever
New Delhi: SJVN’s
power stations have
clocked the highest
ever 1,480 MU (million
units) of electricity
generation in the
October-December
quarter of 2021-22.
SJVN has surpassed
the previous record of
1,343 MU in the corre-
sponding period of FY
2019-20, from all its
power stations, Nand
Lal Sharma,
Chairman and
Managing Director,
SJVN said.

Create solutions

Mumbai: Yojee has
teamed up with Here
Technologies to create
a unique operations
intelligence solution
to transform ware-
house management
for global companies.
MD Yojee Ed Clarke
said this data intelli-
gence is crucial in im-
proving overall ware-
house productivity.

CS exits
New Delhi: Ujjivan
Small Finance Bank
on Thursday said
Chanchal Kumar has
resigned from the po-
sition of Company
Secretary and
Compliance Officer of
the bank. In a regula-
tory filing, Ujjivan
Small Finance Bank
said Kumar resigned
on January 5, 2022.

Electric powertrains

Mumbai: Omega Seiki
Mobility (OSM) on
Thursday announced
strategic collaboration
with Korean EV pow-
ertrain maker Jae
Sung Tech to manufac-
ture electric power-
trains in India.

To set
New Delhi: Hero
Future Energies and
Ohmium
International on
Thursday announced
a strategic partner-
ship to set up 1,000
MW of green hydro-
gen production facili-
ties in India, the UK
and Europe.
Ohmium will be re-
sponsible for the de-
sign, construction,
and operations and
maintenance of the
hydrogen production
facilities.

Mumbai, Jan 06 (PTI):

The threat of third wave
of COVID-19 poses high
risks to banks asset quali-
ty, especially the restruc-
tured loan book, according
to a report by domestic rat-
ing agency ICRA.

Besides bad loans,
lenders are likely to see
challenges on profitability
and solvency fronts due to
the disruption caused by
the Omicron variant of
coronavirus, the agency
said. It also sees a 15-20-
basis point uptick in re-
structuring requests from
the borrowers.

The agency’s Vice-
President (Financial
Sector Ratings) Anil
Gupta said, “With the in-
creased spread of the new
COVID-19 variant, i.e.
Omicron, there is a high
possibility of the occur-
rence of a third wave.” He
added that a third wave
poses a high risk to the

performance of the bor-
rowers that were impacted
by the previous waves and
hence poses a risk to the
improving trend of asset
quality, profitability and
solvency.

Gupta also said banks
restructured most of the
loans with a moratorium
of up to 12 months.
“Hence, the restructured
book is likely to start exit-
ing the moratorium from
Q4 FY2022 and Q1
FY2023.” During the two
waves of the pandemic,
the Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) announced
Resolution Framework 1.0
and 2.0 to provide relief to

the borrowers and banks.
With incremental re-

structuring under Covid
2.0 scheme, the overall
standard restructured
loan book for banks in-
creased to 2.9 per cent of
standard advances as on
September 30, 2021, (two
per cent as on June 30,
2021), the report said.

Most of this restructur-
ing includes borrowers
impacted by Covid 1.0 and
2.0. The agency said the re-
structuring under Covid
1.0 scheme is estimated at
34 per cent (or Rs 1 lakh
crore) of the total stan-
dard restructured loan
book of Rs 2.85 lakh crore
for banks as on September
30, 2021.

And, under Covid 2.0, it
is estimated to be at 42 per
cent or Rs 1.2 lakh crore.
The balance comprised
micro, small and medium
enterprises (MSMEs) and
other restructuring, it
said.

Third wave of COVID-19 to pose
risk to asset quality of banks

Mumbai, Jan 06 (PTI):

Equity benchmark
Sensex plummeted 621
points on Thursday,
weighed by deep losses in
index majors HDFC twins,
Reliance Industries and
TCS amid a sell-off in glob-
al markets.

World stocks spiralled
lower after minutes of
Federal Reserve’s recent
meeting indicated that the
US central bank may hike
interest rates faster to cool
inflation, traders said.

The 30-share BSE index
ended 621.31 points or 1.03
per cent lower at 59,601.84.
Similarly, the NSE Nifty
plunged 179.35 points or 1
per cent to 17,745.90.

Tech Mahindra the top
loser in the Sensex pack,
shedding over 2.5 per cent,
followed by UltraTech
Cement, Reliance
Industries, HCL Tech,
HDFC, Kotak Bank, HDFC
Bank and TCS.

On the other hand,
IndusInd Bank, Bharti
Airtel, Maruti, Titan and
Bajaj Finance were among
the gainers.

As per the US Fed min-
utes from its December 14-
15 policy meeting, policy-
makers believe the US job
market is healthy enough
and ultra-low interest
rates are no longer needed.

“...quicker than previ-
ously anticipated rate hike
from the US Fed could wit-
ness outflows from the do-
mestic markets and could
weigh on sentiments,”
Reliance Securities said in
a research note. Following
a massive sell-off in the US

markets, bourses in
Shanghai, Seoul and
Tokyo ended with signifi-
cant losses. Hong Kong
closed in the green.

Stock exchanges in
Europe also witnessed in-
tense selling pressure in
mid-session deals.

Foreign institutional in-
vestors remained net buy-
ers in the capital market
on Wednesday, as they pur-
chased shares worth Rs
336.83 crore, as per ex-
change data.

In Asia, the Nikkei 225
in Tokyo fell 2.9% to
28,487.87 and the Shanghai
Composite Index lost 0.2%
to 3,586.08.

Sensex sinks 621 pts 
amid global sell-off

Rupee falls 11 paise
at 74.49 against USD,
gold tumbles Rs 284

MMuummbbaaii,,  JJaann  0066  ((PPTTII)):: The
rupee on Thursday slumped 11
paise to close at 74.49 (provi-
sional) against the US dollar,
tracking the strength of the
American currency in the over-
seas market after hawkish US
Fed minutes. Investors saw
minutes from the Federal
Reserve meeting as a sign that
the US central bank might hike
interest rates faster than
anticipated to cool inflation,
and this could lead to outflows
from the domestic markets,
forex traders said. 

At the interbank foreign
exchange market, the local
currency opened down at
74.44 and witnessed an intra-
day high of 74.32 and a low of
74.51 against the US dollar.
The local unit finally settled at
74.49, down 11 paise over its
previous close of 74.38. The
dollar index, which gauges the
greenback’s strength against a
basket of six currencies, was
trading 0.05 per cent up at
96.22. “Dollar gained against
most Asian currencies as the
market assessed the US Fed’s
hawkish views. 

New Delhi, Jan 06:

Vedanta Aluminium
Business, India’s largest
producer of aluminium
and value-added prod-
ucts, has signed an agree-
ment with GEAR
(Gemini Equipment and
Rentals Private Limited)
India, to deploy one of
the largest fleets of lithi-
um-ion battery-powered
electric forklifts, becom-
ing the first in Indian alu-
minium industry to un-
dertake such an initia-
tive. The company shall
commission 23 such fork-
lifts in a phased manner
over the next few months
at its aluminium smelter
in Jharsuguda, Odisha,
which is one of the
world’s largest single-lo-
cation aluminium
smelters. Substituting

diesel-fuelled forklifts
with this green fleet will
reduce diesel consump-
tion by more than 2.5
lakh litres annually,
thereby ensuring GHG
(greenhouse gas) emis-
sion savings of nearly 690
tonnes of CO2 equiva-
lent. Vedanta Aluminium
currently operates a
large fleet of forklifts for
finished goods handling,
material movement, etc.
The new lithium-ion fork-

lifts will help maximise
productivity of opera-
tions by enabling longer
working cycles via rapid
charging. Speaking
about the partnership,
Mr Rahul Sharma, CEO –
Aluminium Business,
Vedanta Limited, said,
“Vedanta Aluminium is
committed to achieving
Net Zero Carbon emis-
sions by 2050. Our part-
nership with GEAR to de-
ploy one of India’s

largest and most ad-
vanced electric forklift
fleets, is in line with our
endeavour towards lever-
aging the power of inno-
vation and technology to
make our operations fu-
ture-ready. In addition to
reducing carbon foot-
print, this initiative uses
cloud computing to pro-
vide real-time analytics
to enhance productivity
and further bolster our
people’s safety.”

Vedanta Aluminium, GEAR India to deploy 
one of India’s Largest Lithium-Ion Forklift Fleets

Mumbai, Jan 06: 

OPPO, the world’s lead-
ing smart device brand,
today, announced the avail-
ability of the OPPO Enco
M32. The wireless neck-
band gives you up to 20
hours of playback on a 10-
minute charge and up to 28
hours of listening after a
flash charge of just 35 min-
utes. The OPPO Enco M32
will be available on
Amazon and the OPPO
store from January 10 till
January 12, 2022, at an
early bird discounted price
of Rs 1,499. Speaking on its
launch, Damyant Singh
Khanoria, Chief
Marketing Officer, OPPO
India said, “At OPPO, we
have been striving to meet
the needs of our evolved
consumers. The OPPO
Enco M32 wireless neck-
band is a result of these

constant endeavours.
Crafted for those on the
move, the Enco M32’s bal-
anced and nuanced sound
allows you to enjoy every
single beat with clear vo-
cals. Its long battery life of
28hrs, hand-free opera-
tions, stylish snug fit and
enhanced sound quality
make it one of the best-in-
class audio tools for a mo-
bile lifestyle.” The OPPO
Enco M32 packs 10mm dy-
namic drivers that deliver
balanced sound with dis-
cernible bass, clear mids
and crisp highs. It supports
the AAC audio format for
enhanced sound quality
over streaming.
Additionally, its design in-
cludes an independent
sound cavity that allows for
a larger sound field while
avoiding the noise caused
by airflow thereby making
the audio output purer.

OPPO launches
Enco M32

Power CPSEs
Capex rises 47%

to Rs 40k cr
New Delhi, Jan 06 (PTI):

The power ministry on
Thursday said the state-
owned firms (CPSEs)
under it have incurred
capital expenditure of Rs
40,395.34 crore during
April-December 2021,
which is 47 per cent higher
year-on-year.

“CPSEs under Ministry
of Power have incurred
capital expenditure
(Capex) of Rs 40,395.34
crore till the month of
December during FY 2021-
22. This is 47 per cent high-
er than the expenditure in-
curred during the corre-
sponding period of FY
2020-21, a power ministry
statement said.

Thus, the Capex per-
formance of the ministry
is significantly better com-
pared to the previous year,
it stated.

New Delhi, Jan 06 (PTI):

Sales of total electric ve-
hicles in India are expect-
ed to be around 10 lakh
units this year, equal to
what was sold collectively
in the last 15 years, mainly
riding on the good traction
witnessed by electric two-
wheelers, Society of
Manufacturers of Electric
Vehicles (SMEV) said on
Thursday.

In 2021, the sales of elec-
tric two-wheelers (E2Ws)
in the country jumped

over two-fold at 2,33,971
units driven by a good
traction of high-speed
scooters as compared to
1,00,736 units in 2020,
SMEV said in a statement.

“We haven’t seen better
days than the last few
months in the entire EV
journey.

In the last 15 years, we
collectively sold around 1
million e2w, e-three wheel-
ers, e-cars, and e-buses,
and we will most likely sell
the same 1 million units in
just one year beginning

January 2022,” SMEV
Director General Sohinder
Gill said. The recent posi-
tive changes in EV policy
through FAME II are a
game-changer and a deci-
sive move by the govern-
ment to “ensure a cleaner
and greener transporta-
tion sector, reducing re-
liance on expensive and
dirty liquid fuel”, he
added.

Stating that customers
have now started shifting
in large numbers from
petrol two-wheelers to
electric ones due to at-
tractive prices, lower run-
ning costs, and lower
maintenance, Gill said, “a
significant percentage of
customers also factor in
the environment and sus-
tainability in their deci-
sion to buy an electric
two-wheeler.”

Electric vehicles sales in India 
to touch 10 lakh units this year

New Delhi, Jan 06 (PTI):

The demand in the hotel
industry will be curtailed
in the fourth quarter this
fiscal, at least in January
2022, as the fresh COVID-19
wave with the Omicron
variant dampening senti-
ments, rating agency Icra
said on Thursday.

With a sharp rise in in-
fections in the last one
week and several states
imposing partial lock-
downs, hoteliers are wit-
nessing cancellations in
January 2022 bookings
and the enquiries for the
next few weeks have come
down, Icra said in a state-
ment. While the situation
is evolving, the rating
agency said, “Until the end
of last month, there was
only some cut-down in dis-
cretionary business travel.

Leisure travel largely re-
mained unaffected in
December and no major
cancellations were wit-
nessed”.

Commenting on the sit-
uation, Icra Assistant
Vice-President and Sector
Head Vinutaa S said,
“With the emergence of
the Omicron variant and
sharp rise in infections,

several states have im-
posed partial lockdowns.
This will curtail travel
over the next few weeks.
We are witnessing cancel-
lations and hotel enquiries
have dropped”.

A month of complete
lockdown will impact
FY2022 pan-India occupan-
cy by around 4 percentage
points, she added.

Demand in hotel industry 
to be curtailed in Q4 this fiscal

Omicron to hit Q4
GDP by 0.40%,

dent FY-22 growth
MMuummbbaaii,,  JJaann  0066  ((PPTTII)):: The
Omicron variant spread will
impact the January-March
quarter GDP by 0.40 per cent
and shave off 0.10 per cent
from the FY22 growth, as
many states resort to restric-
tions to limit infections, a
domestic rating agency said
on Thursday. Curbs in various
forms such as reducing the
capacity of market/market
complexes and night/weekend
curfews to check human
mobility/contact have already
started in several states,
which are impacting economic
activities, India Ratings and
Research said in a note. The
surge in cases seen over the
last fortnight will have an
adverse impact on the fourth-
quarter GDP and the growth
will come at 5.7 per cent dur-
ing the quarter, which is 0.40
per cent lower than the earlier
estimate of 6.1 per cent. 

New Delhi, Jan 06 (PTI):

Emergency Credit Line
Guarantee Scheme
(ECLGS) launched by the
government in 2020 to pro-
vide relief to MSMEs im-
pacted by COVID-19 pan-
demic has saved 13.5 lakh
firms from going bank-
rupt and consequently 1.5
crore jobs, claimed a re-
port.

The scheme is the
biggest fiscal component
of the Rs 20-lakh crore
Aatmanirbhar Bharat
Abhiyan package an-
nounced by Finance
Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman in May 2020,
to mitigate the distress
caused by the COVID-19-
induced lockdown by pro-
viding credit to different
sectors, especially
MSMEs. “We estimate al-
most 13.5 lakh micro,
small and medium enter-
prises (MSMEs) accounts

were saved due to ECLGS
(including restructured).
Almost 93.7 per cent of
such accounts are in the
micro and small category,”
SBI Research said in a re-
port.

In absolute terms, the
report claimed MSME
loan accounts worth Rs 1.8
lakh crore were saved
from slipping into NPA

during the period and this
is equivalent to 14 per cent
of the outstanding MSME
credit being saved from be-
coming NPA.

“As per our analysis, if
these units had turned
non-performing, then 1.5
crore workers would have
become unemployed. In ef-
fect, the ECLGS saved the
livelihood for 6 crore fami-

lies (assuming four family
members per worker in-
cluding herself),” it said.

Amongst the states,
Gujarat has been the
biggest beneficiary, fol-
lowed by Maharashtra,
Tamil Nadu and Uttar
Pradesh, it said.

Under the scheme, 100
per cent guarantee cover-
age is being provided by
the National Credit
Guarantee Trustee
Company (NCGTC) for ad-
ditional funding of up to
Rs 4.5 lakh crore to eligible
MSMEs and interested
Micro Units Development
and Refinance Agency
(MUDRA) borrowers in
the form of a guaranteed
emergency credit line
(GECL) facility.

For this purpose, a cor-
pus of Rs 41,600 crore was
set up by the government,
spread over the current
and next three financial
years.

MSME credit guarantee scheme saved 13.5 lakh firms

New Delhi, Jan 06 (PTI):

Reliance Industries Ltd,
the nation’s most valuable
company, on Thursday
said it has raised USD 4
billion (around Rs 30,000
crore) in debt through the
largest ever foreign cur-
rency bond issuance by an
Indian entity.

The oil-to-telecom con-
glomerate plans to use the
proceeds of the three
tranche issues to retire
existing borrowings.

The issue was “nearly 3
times oversubscribed
with a peak order book ag-
gregating around USD
11.5 billion,” the company
said in a statement.

This is the largest ever
foreign currency bond
transaction in India,
eclipsing ONGC Videsh
Ltd’s USD 2.2 billion US
dollar bonds issue of 2014.

Reliance raised USD 1.5
billion in a 10-year issue
at a coupon or interest
rate of 2.875 per cent, USD
1.75 billion in a 30-year
deal at a 3.625 per cent
rate and USD 750 million
in a 40-year issue at a 3.75
per cent coupon rate.

This is the first time
any BBB-rated Asian
company outside of

Japan has issued a 40-year
dollar bond.

The bonds in 10-year, 30-
year and 40-year maturi-
ties are due to repayment
between 2032 and 2062.

Reliance plans to use
the proceeds to retire
some of the existing debt,
including a USD 1.5 bil-
lion loan that is due to ma-
ture in February.

The company said the
bonds carry coupons (in-
terest rate) linked to US
treasuries. The 10-year
notes will carry a coupon
rate that is 1.2 percentage
points above the 10-year
US treasury note, the 30-
year bond will offer 160
basis points over the cor-
responding US govern-
ment bond and the 40-year
note will give 170 basis
points over the respective
US Treasury note.

Reliance raises USD 4 bn in India’s
largest foreign currency bonds issue
 Interest on 

Notes will be payable
semi-annually 
in arrears



CENTRAL CHRONICLE,  FRIDAY,  JANUARY  07,  2022
10

Melbourne, Jan 06 (AP): 

Rafael Nadal began fine-
tuning his quest for a 21st
Grand Slam singles title at
the Australian Open with
a 6-2, 7-5 win over Ricardas
Berankis 6-2, 7-5 on
Thursday in a warm-up
tournament at Melbourne
Park.

Nadal, recovering from
the coronavirus, showed
no signs of sluggishness
on Rod Laver Arena, al-
though he was broken
early in the second set and
again when he served for
the match.

"It's only the first match
after a while. Honestly, I
have been going through
some difficult, challenging
moments the past year-
and-a-half," Nadal said,
"but in general terms I am
super happy to be back in
competition.

"Of course it's impor-
tant to start with a victory,
(which) gives me the
chance to play another
time tomorrow, and that's
the main thing at this mo-

ment because I didn't play
for such a long time."

Earlier, former French
Open champion Iga
Swiatek advanced to the
Adelaide International
quarterfinals with a sur-
prisingly easy 6-1, 6-2 win
over 2021 U.S. Open run-

ner-up Leylah Fernandez.
The fifth-seeded Swiatek

joined top-ranked Ash
Barty in the last eight and
will play two-time
Australian Open winner
Victoria Azarenka, who
beat Priscilla Hon 6-3, 7-5.

Seventh-seeded Elina

Rybakina and American
Shelby Rogers, who beat
No. 3 seed Maria Sakkari,
have already set up a quar-
terfinal match.

The other last-eight
matchup will feature Kaja
Juvan, who upset No. 2-
ranked Aryna Sabalenka

in the second round,
against Misaki Doi or
Anastasia Gasanova.

New Delhi, Jan 06 (PTI): 

Top-order batter
Jemimah Rodrigues and
seasoned pacer Shikha
Pandey were on Thursday
dropped from India's 15-
member squad for the
Women's ODI World Cup
scheduled to be held in New
Zealand from March 4 to
April 3.

The selectors have re-
warded performers of the
Australia tour earlier this
year with left-handed batter
Yastika Bhatia making the
cut alongside the pace duo
of Meghna Singh and
Renuka Singh. Rodrigues,
who impressed in T20
leagues in England and
Australia this year, was not
consistent enough in inter-
national cricket. Shikha too
has been ignored due to her
inconsistent form.

Another top-order batter
Punam Raut, who was a
part of the team in England
and Australia, has also
been dropped with the se-
lectors including more
power-hitters in the side.
Same squad has been
named for the preceding
five ODIs against hosts New
Zealand beginning

February 11 before the
World Cup. Veteran batter
Mithali Raj will lead the
team which will aim to go
all the way after finishing
runners-up in the last edi-
tion in 2017. Mithali is ex-
pected to retire after the
World Cup. The likes of
Smriti Mandhana, Deepti
Sharma, Jhulan Goswami
and the young Shafali
Verma are automatic selec-
tions in the squad.

Richa Ghosh and Taniya
Bhatia are the wicketkeep-
er in the squad with the lat-
ter being the back up. The
highest-scorer in the recent

Challenger Trophy
Sabbhineni Meghana, Ekta
Bisht and Simran Dil
Bahadur have been named
as three stand-by players.

Speaking to PTI, former
India captain Diana Edulji
said a well-balanced side
has been picked though she
is a tad surprised by
Shikha's omission.

"Jemimah should take
this exclusion in her stride
and come back stronger
while Shikha not being
picked is a bit of surprise as
she would have the been
other experienced pacer
alongside Jhulan.

Sydney, Jan 06 (AP): 

Usman Khawaja's ninth
Test century lifted
Australia to an imposing
416-8 declared before
England's openers sur-
vived a nervous five overs
to be 13 without loss at the
end of the second day of
the fourth Ashes Test.

Playing his first Test
since 2019 and only in the
team because of Travis
Head's positive test for
COVID-19, Khawaja made
the most of the opportuni-
ty as he first shared a cen-
tury partnership with
Steve Smith and then an-
chored Australia's in-
nings with his 137 from
260 balls after England's
bowlers fought back with
the second new ball on
Thursday.

"I've put a lot of hard
work in," Khawaja said.

"A lot of time behind
the scenes that people
don't see. You never take
anything for granted.
never sure I was going to
represent Australia
again, never mind scoring

a hundred. I'm very grate-
ful for another opportuni-
ty."

Stuart Broad took took
5-101 and went a long way
to vindicating his return
to the team after being

omitted from the third
Test at Melbourne that
saw Australia humiliate
England and retain the
Ashes. At stumps, Haseeb
Hameed and Zak Crawley
were both on 2 not out,
with the latter surviving
being caught off a no-ball
from Mitchell Starc as the
tourists ended the day 403
runs behind Australia in
the first innings.

Earlier, Khawaja com-
pleted his century from
201 balls with 11 bound-
aries in the final over be-
fore tea in front of his for-
mer home state crowd. He
celebrated by holding
both arms aloft, raising
and pointing his bat to-
ward his team and family
members in the historic
Members Stand at the
Sydney Cricket Ground
before embracing his
skipper mid-pitch.

Mumbai, Jan 06 (PTI): 

BCCI President Sourav
Ganguly has assured state
units that the Board "will
do everything to restart the
domestic season once the
COVID-19 situation is
under control" after some
marquee tournaments, in-
cluding the Ranji Trophy,
were postponed due to a
resurgence of cases across
the country.

The BCCI on Tuesday
had to put on hold the Ranji
Trophy, which was set to
begin later this month, and
a few other tournaments

due to a surge in COVID 19
cases in the country. "As
you are aware, we had to
put on hold the currently
on-going domestic season
due to the worsening
COVID-19 situation,"
Ganguly said in a letter to
state associations.

The Ranji Trophy and Col
C K Nayudu Trophy were
scheduled to begin this
month while the Senior
Women's T20 League was
scheduled to commence in
February. "The COVID cases
are rapidly increasing and
there were multiple positive
cases in many teams. It
posed an imminent threat to
the health and safety of
players, officials and all oth-
ers related to the running of
the tournaments," Ganguly
wrote in the mail to
Presidents and Secretaries
of all the units.

Melbourne, Jan 06 (PTI): 

In its bid to complete the
tournament at any cost, a
desperate Cricket
Australia is set to gradual-
ly shift the COVID-hit Big
Bash League to
Melbourne to avoid any
further interruptions.

The decision was re-
vealed by CA CEO Nick
Hockley, who said that
they are planning to relo-
cate all eight teams inside
a bio-bubble in Melbourne
as it will make it easier for
the organisers to resched-
ule the fixtures in the
event of postponement of
matches due to any fur-
ther COVID positive cases.

The BBL has witnessed
an unprecedented COVID
outbreak with numerous
positive cases being re-
ported across eight fran-
chises, forcing postpone-
ment and last minute
rescheduling of matches.

"What we're dealing

with is unprecedented,"
Hockley told Australia's
SEN Radio. "We'll be grad-
ually centralising (the
teams) into Melbourne.

"What that enables us
(Cricket Australia) to do is
if a team is significantly
impacted, it gives us much
more flexibility to be able
to swap teams in and com-
plete the fixture," he
added. Out of the eight
teams, Melbourne Stars
and Brisbane Heat have
been affected the most by
the outbreak as the Stars
were forced to play two
games in as many days
with second rung players.

"Those two particular
clubs (Stars and Heat)
have been heavily impact-
ed," Hockley said.

"We've faced some differ-
ent timing challenges with
test results coming back.
It's not ideal. Obviously, we
want everyone to have
their full-strength team
available.

Kochi, Jan 06 (PTI): 

On-field communication,
something that she strug-
gled with in her initial days
with the Indian women's
team owing to language bar-
rier, will be the key to suc-
cess in the upcoming AFC
Asian Cup, midfielder
Indumathi Kathiresan said
on Thursday.

India will host the conti-
nental tournament from
January 20 to February 6 in
three venues across
Maharashtra. "It's all about
communicating on the field
to fill in the missing areas,
when you're playing in the
midfield," Indumathi was
quoted as saying by the All
India Football Federation
(AIFF). "People mistake it to

be pointing out the mistakes
of others. But it's not about
that. If I don't do it, they may
not know what they've done
wrong, and vice versa."
"When they (my teammates)
look into my eyes on the
pitch, they should know that
even if they make an error,
I'll give my life to come and

help them; and when I look
into their eyes, I too want to
see the same." While the 27-
year-old midfield general
stresses the importance of
communicating with her
teammates, it was not too
long back that she herself
found communication one
of the hardest parts of foot-

ball. The daughter of daily
wage workers from
Cuddalore, Tamil Nadu,
Indumathi completed her
education in government
schools with the help of
scholarships, balancing
both studies and sports.

However, when she was
called up to a month-long
national team trials camp,
the young midfielder found
that she could not properly
communicate with any of
her teammates.

"I had then got called up
for a National Team trial
among 50 girls. But I was the
only one from Tamil Nadu.
No other girl spoke Tamil,
and I could not speak either
Hindi or English, so I could
not really communicate
with anyone," she recalled.

Brisbane, Jan 06 (AP): 

Novak Djokovic's chance
to play for a 10th
Australian Open title was
thrown into limbo
Thursday when the coun-
try denied him entry and
canceled his visa because
he failed to meet the re-
quirements for an exemp-
tion to COVID-19 vaccina-
tion rules.

The top-ranked Djokovic
announced on social media
Tuesday that he had "ex-
emption permission" and
he landed in Australia late
Wednesday with a medical
exemption from the
Victoria state government
that was expected to shield
him from the strict vacci-
nation regulations in place

for this year's first major
tennis tournament.

But national border au-
thorities didn't accept the
exemption, with the
Australian Border Force is-

suing a statement saying
Djokovic failed to meet
entry requirements.

"The rule is very clear,"
Prime Minister Scott
Morrison told a news con-

ference. "You need to have a
medical exemption. He did-
n't have a valid medical ex-
emption. We make the call
at the border, and that's
where it's enforced."

Health Minister Greg
Hunt said the visa cancel-
lation followed a review of
Djokovic's medical exemp-
tion by border officials who
looked "at the integrity and
the evidence behind it."

He said Djokovic was
free to appeal the decision,
"but if a visa is canceled,
somebody will have to
leave the country."

The president of
Djokovic's native Serbia
blasted the "harassment" of
the star, who was detained
overnight at Melbourne
Tullamarine Airport.

New Delhi, Jan 06 (PTI): 

Four games involving the Indian
hockey teams, including the
men's side's historic Olympic
bronze medal-winning contest
in Tokyo, have been nominated
by the world body (FIH) for the
Favourite Match of the Year
2021.
The International Hockey
Federation (FIH) is conducting
a poll to give fans a chance to
vote for their favourite match
of last year. The India men's
team scripted history at the
Tokyo Games beating Germany
5-4 in a thrilling contest to win
bronze after 41 years. That
match has been short-listed for
the award. Besides, two match-

es involving the Indian
women's team have also found
nominations for the award. The
matches involving the women's
side which have been selected
are India's 1-0 upset win over
world number 2 Australia in the
quarterfinals at the Tokyo
Olympics and the team's heart-
breaking 3-4 loss to Great
Britain in the bronze medal
play-off. The other game
involving India, which has been
short-listed, is the junior team's
brave performance against
France in the FIH Men's Junior
World Cup opener last year,
which it lost 4-5. The voting will
be closed on January 10 and
the winners will be announced
on subsequent days.

Rafael Nadal wins opening match;
Swiatek beats Fernandez

Adelaide, Jan 6 (PTI) India's
Sania Mirza and her Ukrainian
partner Nadiia Kichenok
entered the women's doubles
semifinals of the Adelaide
International 1 WTA event after
beating American Shelby
Rogers and Heather Watson of
Great Britain in a hard-fought
contest here on Thursday.
Sania and Nadiia got the better
of their rivals 6-0 1-6 10-5 in a
quarterfinal tie that lasted 55
minutes. The Indo-Ukranian
duo will now face Australia
combination of Ashleigh Barty
and Storm Sanders in the last-
four round of the WTA 500
event. Sania and Nadiia had
earlier knocked out second
seeds Gabriella Dabrowski and
Giuliana Olmos 1-6 6-3 10-8 in
the first round. The Adelaide
event is a tune up tournament
for the Australian Open, start-
ing January 17 in Melbourne.

Sania-Nadiia pair enter
semifinals of Adelaide

International

Jemimah, Shikha dropped from
India squad for Women’s World Cup

Ganguly to state units after domestic 
tournaments’ postponement

‘Board will come back to
you with revised plan’

Usman Khawaja century lifts
Australia in 4th Ashes Test

Usman Khawaja celebrates making 100 runs against England during
the second day of their Ashes cricket test match in Sydney, Thursday.

CA set to relocate COVID-affected
BBL to Melbourne

‘On-field communication will be key to success in Asian Cup’ Novak Djokovic denied entry to Australia

Supporters of Serbias Novak Djokovic stand outside a quarantine
facility Djokovic is being detained in Melbourne, Australia, Thursday.

Four games involving India
nominated for FIH Favourite

Match of the Year 2021 award London, Jan 06 (AP): 

With Tottenham's defend-
ers giving away easy goals,
Chelsea could restore tran-
quility while easing
Romelu Lukaku back into
the team.

For Antonio Conte,
though, it was a night of
frustration on his return to
Stamford Bridge four years
after being fired by Chelsea
as Tottenham lost 2-0 in the
first leg of their League
Cup semifinal on
Wednesday. Kai Havertz's
shot after five minutes was
inadvertently diverted into
his own net by Davinson
Sanchez. More absurd was
the own goal in the 34th
minute after Hakim

Ziyech's swung a free kick
into the penalty area. There
were no Chelsea players
around Tottenham duo
Japhet Tanganga and Ben
Davies as they combined
comically to gift the hosts a
second goal. Tanganga's at-
tempt at a headed clearance
came off the shoulder of
Davies and past their own
goalkeeper, Hugo Lloris.

"We try to improve the
personality, try to make less
mistakes during the game,"
Conte said. "Don't lose stu-
pid balls. This is part of a
process and I repeat I want
to be very clear in these
games that we played since
I was in charge, if you ana-
lyze the games, we strug-
gle." There's still a second

leg to turn it around next
Wednesday back on
Tottenham's home field.
But the trip to west London
on Wednesday, two months
into Conte's reign, rein-
forced the need to rebuild a
team that is without a title
since the 2008 League Cup.

This type of game can
show us the difference, the
gap, Conte said. We strug-
gled a lot and they showed
to be much stronger than
us. For sure, we are disap-
pointed."

Collecting trophies as
Conte did in the Premier
League and FA Cup is fa-
miliar territory for reign-
ing European champion
Chelsea. So is the occasion-
al off-field distraction.

Chelsea gifted goals by Spurs to gain 2-0 cup semifinal lead
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Four booked for
molesting woman

NCP worker
Mumbai, Jan 06 (PTI):
An offence has been reg-
istered here against the
lawyer of former
Maharashtra minister
Anil Deshmukh and
three others for alleged-
ly molesting a woman
worker of the NCP and
sending a vulgar mes-
sage about her on
WhatsApp, police said
on Thursday.

The Charkop police on
Wednesday registered
an FIR against
Deshmukh's lawyer
Inderpal Singh, NCP
workers Mukesh Pujari,
Manishankar Chohan
and Dhananjay Chohan,
an official said.

The 54-year-old com-
plainant has alleged that
in October 2021, Singh
had used vulgar words
for her in one of the
party's WhatsApp
groups, while three oth-
ers molested her along
with Singh at a party in
the same month, he said.

New Delhi, Jan 06 (PTI): 

Passengers in 200 rail-
way stations across India
will soon be able to
recharge their mobiles,
pay electricity bills, fill up
Aadhaar and Pan card
forms and even file taxes
with help from Common
Service Centre (CSC)
kiosks to be set up by
RailTel. The scheme has
been operationalised in
partnership with CSC e-
Governance Services
India Limited' (CSC-
SPV) and the Ministry of
Electronics &
Information Technology,
RailTel said in a state-
ment. The kiosks will be
run by village level en-
trepreneurs (VLEs).
"The services offered by
CSC include booking of
the travelling tickets

(train, air, bus etc.),
Aadhar Card, Voter Card,
Mobile recharge,
Electricity bill payment,
Pan card, Income tax,
Banking, insurance and
many more," the statement
said. The kiosks have been
named RailWire Saathi
Kiosks' -- RailWire is the
brand name of RailTel's re-
tail broadband service.

IJT demonstrates
capability to carry 
out six turn spins

Bengaluru, Jan 6 (PTI): 

The Intermediate Jet
Trainer (IJT), designed and
developed by Hindustan
Aeronautics Limited for
stage II training of IAF pi-
lots, has successfully
demonstrated the capabili-
ty to carry out six turn
spins to the left hand and
right hand sides.

The IJT, conceived by
HAL as a replacement to
the ageing Kirans of IAF
fleet, had completed
demonstration of its capa-
bilities in terms of altitude
and speed envelope, load
factor, satisfactory stall
characteristics and limited
armament capability as re-
quired by IAF, much earli-
er, an HAL statement said
on Thursday. The only
pending task was spin test-

ing. During the course of
spin testing, in 2016, the air-
craft departed from con-
trolled flight which brought
the programme to a tempo-
rary halt, it said. However,
HAL decided to proceed
further to complete the
spin testing.

The capability to enter
and recover from spin is a
necessity for a trainer air-
craft in order to famil-
iarise the trainee pilot to
recognise departure from
controlled flight and the
actions required to recov-
er from such situations,
the statement noted.
"Achieving satisfactory
characteristics during
spin and an assured recov-
ery from spin form a part
of very crucial flight tests
due to its unpredictabili-
ty", it said.

RPF saved 601 lives in 
2021 on railway premises

New Delhi, Jan 06 (PTI): 

The Railway Protection
Force (RPF) saved the lives
of 601 people and rescued
630 others from human
traffickers during 2021, ac-
cording to an official state-
ment issued on Thursday. It
retrieved luggage worth
over Rs 23 crore and escort-
ed 522 oxygen special trains
last year.

The RPF also ensured
implementation of Covid-
appropriate behaviour at
trains and stations.
Twenty-six RPF personnel
died after contracting
Covid while on duty, the
statement said. During
2021, RPF personnel saved
the lives of 601 people.

Head Constable Gyan
Chand laid down his life
while saving a woman at-
tempting to commit suicide
in March 2021 at Bharwari
Railway Station, NCR (UP).

Under "Mission Jeewan
Raksha", the RPF has saved
the lives of 1,650 people in
the last four years. RPF per-
sonnel have been awarded
with nine Jeewan Raksha
medals and one gallantry
medal by the president in
recognition of their efforts
in saving lives in the last
four years.

The Railway Protection
Force also deployed 244
"Meri Saheli" teams at
major railway stations
across India for the safety
of women. Other preven-

tive measures to ensure
security of passengers,
especially women, in-
clude train escorting,
CCTV system at 840 sta-
tions and about 4,000
coaches, women escorts
in women special subur-
ban trains, regular drives
against unauthorised
passengers in women
coaches, etc, are also
being implemented.

The RPF, which is an
immediate responder in
cases of human traffick-
ing through rail trans-
port and plays a key role
in curbing this menace,
rescued 630 people, in-
cluding 54 women, 94
girls, 81 men and 401
boys.

New Delhi, Jan 06 (PTI): 

The 30th edition of
the New Delhi World
Book Fair (NDWBF),
which was sched-
uled to be held at
Pragati Maidan
from January 8 to 16,
has been postponed
in view of the latest

DDMA guidelines imposed
following the surge in
Covid cases driven by the
fast-spreading Omicron
variant, said the organis-
ers in a statement.

The fresh dates for the
NDWBF, held online last
year due to the Covid pan-
demic, will be announced
separately, it said. irst or-
ganised in 1972, the
NDWBF was planning to
celebrate its golden jubilee
with a photo exhibition

this year.
"In view of the latest

DDMA guidelines, and the
requests made by various
stakeholders, the NDWBF
2022 has been postponed.
The fresh dates will be an-
nounced separately," said
National Book Trust
(NBT), the organiser of the
event, in the statement.

To contain the spread of
Covid, the Delhi Disaster
Management Authority
(DDMA) on Tuesday had
decided to impose a week-
end curfew in the city. The
curfew will be in effect be-
tween 10 pm on Friday
and 5 am on Monday.

The major publication
houses like Penguin
Random House India
(PRHI) and Bloomsbury,
which anyway were not
participating in the up-

coming book fair, have
welcomed the decision of
the organisers of postpon-
ing the book fair in the
present scenario.

While Krishna Naroor,
vice-president (sales and
marketing), Bloomsbury
India, said they could fore-
see the decision of post-
ponement amid the pres-
ent Covid situation;
Nandan Jha, senior vice-
president (sales and prod-
uct), PRHI commended
NBT's "timely and pru-
dent" decision to postpone
the event, keeping in mind
the current developments.

"We had discussed in de-
tail when the advertise-
ment of participation in
the fair came out last year
and took a conscious deci-
sion of not participating
as we were not sure how

things are going to unfold
amid this Covid situa-
tion," Naroor told PTI.

"The NDWF is a great
opportunity for publish-
ers to showcase their pub-
lications, and is a good
time to interact with the
customers in general ... so
yes if it takes place three-
four months down the line
and we see a sense of nor-
malcy coming back, we
too might participate," he
added.

That said, the an-
nouncement of postpone-
ment of the fair has come
as a "bit of disappoint-
ment'' for several small
publishing houses, like
Garuda Prakashan, which
had a host of book launch-
es and over half-a-dozen
author events planned for
the fair.

CENTRAL CHRONICLE,  RAIPUR,  FRIDAY,  JANUARY  07,  2022

Printed and Published by Sameer Maheshwari on behalf of Ramgopal Investments Pvt. Ltd. at Navbharat Press, Navbharat Bhawan, Press Complex, Raipur. Editor in Chief - Sameer Maheshwari. Editor: Sameer Shukla  (Responsible for selection of news under PRB Act.),
Phone: (0771) 4257700 Fax : (0771) 4257703 , Postal Regn. No. C.G./RYPD.N./62/2019-21, Regd. No. 26172/74/RNI

A health worker arranges beds at Omandurar Super Speciality hospital as part of preparations for the expected third
wave of COVID-19, in Chennai, Thursday.

THIRD WAVE PREPARATIONS

Tourists ride on a sledge on a snow covered hill top after a fresh snowfall at Patnitop hill near Jammu-Srinagar
National Highway, about 115 km from Jammu, Thursday.

TOURISTS’ PARADISE

SC reserves order on plea
regarding EWS quota

New Delhi, Jan 06 (PTI): 

The Supreme Court on
Thursday reserved its
order on a plea related to
the Economically Weaker
Section (EWS) quota in
connection with the NEET-
PG admissions. A bench of
justices DY Chandrachud
and AS Bopanna asked the
parties to file their written
submissions for considera-
tion. "We have been hear-
ing this matter for two
days, we must start coun-
selling in national inter-
est," the bench said.

Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta told the apex court
that he would like to dispel
the confusion that there is a
change in the rules of the
game midway. "Firstly,
there is no change in the

rules of the game. The
regime which is the subject
matter of this challenge is
already implemented since
2019 except in the All India
Quota," he submitted.
Senior advocates Arvind
Datar and Shyam Divan ap-
peared in the court on be-
half of some of the candi-
dates. Senior advocate P
Wilson appeared for the
Tamil Nadu government.
The Centre had told the
apex court on Wednesday
that it would not accept a
position whereby those
falling in the OBC or the
EWS category, whether be-
fore or after the exercise of
revisiting the criterion of
Rs 8 lakh annual income,
are deprived of something
that is legitimately due to
them. The NEET-PG candi-

dates, who have challenged
a July 29, 2021 notification
for the implementation of
the OBC and the EWS quo-
tas from the 2021-22 academ-
ic year, opposed the govern-
ment's justification of ap-
plying the Rs 8 lakh income
criterion, saying no study
has been conducted on it.

Large-scale protests were
held by resident doctors of
various hospitals under the
banner of the Federation of
Resident Doctors'
Association (FORDA) in
Delhi and other parts of the
country over the delay in
the NEET-PG counselling,
which has been postponed
due to the pendency of the
case and the Centre decid-
ing to revisit the criterion
for the determination of
the EWS quota.

Kohima, Jan 06 (PTI): 

The Yimkhiung Tribal
Council (YTC) in
Nagaland intensified its
agitation on Thursday
demanding declaration
of Shamator as a district.
Shamator is currently a
subdivision in Tuensang
district.

On Thursday, the coun-
cil members held a rally
at Shamator town with
people from all age
groups, including
women, holding placards
and banners, raising slo-
gans and singing songs
in their dialect remind-
ing the government of its
assurance to the people.

As part of its intensi-
fied agitation, the YTC
has indefinitely banned
the visits of government
officials, researchers,
and tourists, both domes-
tic and international, to
Fakim Wildlife
Sanctuary, Mt Saramati,
and stone caves at Mimi
and Salomi, which fall
under Shamator.

The council has also
decided to shut down the
Likimro Hydroelectric
Project (LHEP) at
Pungro indefinitely. The
apex body of the
Yimkhuing tribe has
been holding peaceful
protest rallies for three
hours from 9 am to 12

noon daily since Monday
in areas falling under its
command to show re-
sentment to the failure of
the Nagaland govern-
ment to deliver full-
fledged district status to
Shamator which had
been assured by the gov-
ernment, YTC general
secretary S Tsuyihba
said.

Meanwhile, Additional
Deputy Commissioner of
Pungro, Abhinav
Shivam, said the LHEP is
a national asset and its
obstruction will affect
the people. The ADC also
directed the YTC to im-
mediately lift the shut-
down.

Nagaland tribal body 
intensifies agitation for 

creation of Shamator district

New Delhi World Book Fair 2022 postponed 

NEET-PG admissions

MP BJP leaders perform ritual for PM 

Ujjain, Jan 06 (PTI): 

BJP workers in Madhya
Pradesh, led by Chief
Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan and senior party
leaders, on Thursday per-
formed Mahamrityunjay
religious ritual at different
temples in the state for the
long life of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi in the
wake of lapses in his secu-
rity during Punjab visit.

Workers of the ruling
party, led by Madhya
Pradesh BJP president
Vishnu Dutt Sharma, per-
formed Mahamrityunjay
Jap' at the famous
Mahakaleshwar Temp
le in Ujjain.

Sharma and state high-

er education minister
Mohan Yadav along with
party workers took part in
the ritual that involves
chanting of vedic mantras
and prayed for the long life
of the PM at the temple
dedicated to Lord Shiva
which is also one of the 12
'Jyotirlings' in the country.

Terming the breach in
Modi's security as a con-
spiracy of the Congress,
Sharma told reporters
after the ritual , Our Prime
Minister has the blessings
of Lord Mahakal and 130
crore people of the coun-
try. Such acts won't be able
to harm him.

Such a thing has hap-
pened for the first time in
the history of the country.
It was a pre-planned con-
spiracy at the behest of the
Congress leadership.
Sharma targeted the

Congress government in
Punjab for "failing" to pro-
vide adequate security to
the Prime Minister. A simi-
lar ritual was performed at
the Gufa Mandir in Bhopal
by Chouhan. Such rituals
also took place at

Omkareshwar Temple (an-
other Jyotirling) in
Khandwa district,
Nalkheda (Bagulamukhi
Devi Temple) in Agar
Malwa district and three
temples in Indore. The
prime minister, who was

travelling by road in
Punjab on Wednesday, was
stuck on a flyover for 15-20
minutes due to a blockade
by some protesters, an inci-
dent the Union home min-
istry described as a "major
lapse" in his security.

After breach in
his security

Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan during a ceremony for the long life
of Prime Minister Narendra Modi, in Bhopal.

Soon, recharge mobiles,
pay bills at ‘RailWire’
kiosks in 200 stations
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Market fire
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: A fire broke
out at New Lajpat Rai
market opposite the Red
Fort in Chandni Chowk
here early on Thursday,
Delhi Fire Services offi-
cials said. There were no
casualties in the incident,
they said. The fire
engulfed around 60
'khokas' (kiosks) in the
market, police said. A call
about the fire at New
Lajpat Rai Market was
received around 4.43 am
and 13 fire tenders were
rushed to the spot, said
Delhi Fire Services
Director Atul Garg said.

Suicide
BBuullaannddsshhaahhrr:: A couple
here allegedly committed
suicide by consuming a
poisonous substance,
police said Thursday.
They were married four
years. They were resi-
dents of Alipur Chitsona
village of BB Nagar Police
Station limits and they
consumed a poisonous
substance late
Wednesday night, the
police said. They were
taken to a private hospi-
tal in Meerut for treat-
ment where they died.

Lifer
MMuuzzaaffffaarrnnaaggaarr:: A Special
POCSO Court here on
Thursday sentenced a 27-
year-old man to life
imprisonment for raping
and killing a minor girl
last July. The accused
Sunil Kumar was also
imposed with a fine of Rs
45,000 in addition to the
sentence awarded by
Judge Sanjiv Kumar
Tiwari. Kumar was con-
victed under sections
376, 302, and 201 of the
Indian Penal Code, and 5
and 6 of the Protection of
Children from Sexual
Offences (POCSO) Act. 

Markets shut
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Two markets
in the national capital
were ordered to be shut
for a certain period in
view of "violation of
COVID containment
guidelines, according to
an official order. It said
the breach may have
caused "super-spread-
ing" of the coronavirus.
The office of the Karawal
Nagar SDM on January 5
ordered closure of Sonia
Vihar 2nd Pusta Market
and Mukund Vihar
Market, Karawal Nagar,
from 4 pm January 6 till
10 am January 7, or till
further orders, whichev-
er is earlier. The order
said the containment
restrictions were applica-
ble for all, except shops
dealing with essential
goods and services.

BRIEF

Women perform Kulvi Naati 
at Manali Winter Carnival, in

Manali, Thursday. 
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New Delhi, Jan 06 (PTI): 

The Union cabinet is
learnt to have discussed
on Thursday the issue of
security breach during
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's visit to Punjab,
with several ministers ex-
pressing concern over the
development and seeking
"exemplary action" in the
matter, sources said.

They said all the minis-
ters expressed anguish
over the "major security
breach" during Modi's
visit to the Congress-ruled
state on Wednesday, with
some demanding strong
action. The cabinet meet-

ing, chaired by the prime
minister, was held after a
week's gap. It started with
several ministers raising
the issue and expressing
anguish over the manner
in which the Congress gov-
ernment in Punjab has

dealt with it. "A number of
ministers also felt that
there should be exemplary
action in the matter, so
that such events are never
repeated again. They also
said that never before has
a prime minister's securi-
ty been compromised in
this manner," a minister
said on the condition of
anonymity. The sources
said the issue is being dis-
cussed at the highest level
and the Union home min-
ister may take some exem-
plary action to avoid the
recurrence of such an
event. Modi also met
President Ram Nath
Kovind and briefed him on
the security breach during
his visit to Punjab, draw-
ing his concern over the
serious lapse. "President

Ram Nath Kovind met
Prime Minister Modi at
the Rashtrapati Bhavan
today and received from
him a first-hand account
of the security breach in
his convoy in Punjab yes-
terday. The President ex-
pressed his concerns
about the serious lapse,"
the president's secretariat
wrote on Twitter.

"Called on Rashtrapati
Ji. Thankful to him for his
concern. Grateful for his
good wishes, which are al-
ways a source of
strength," Modi said in a
tweet after his meeting
with Kovind.

Earlier, Vice President
M Venkaiah Naidu spoke
to the prime minister and
expressed his deep con-
cern over the incident.

Raipur, Jan 06 (PTI): 

Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel on Thursday ac-
cused the BJP of politicis-
ing the issue of security
breach during Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's
visit to Punjab and dubbed
it as a conspiracy to de-
fame the Congress govern-
ment in that state.

Denying security lapses
on part of the Punjab gov-
ernment, Baghel also
asked the prime minister
whether he will take ac-
tion against central securi-
ty agencies for making a
sudden change in his trav-
el plan.

In a major security
lapse, the prime minister's
convoy was stranded on a
flyover due to a blockade
by protesters in Ferozepur
on Wednesday. He re-
turned from poll-bound
Punjab without attending
any event, including a

rally. Punjab CM Charanjit
Singh Channi has denied
any security lapse or polit-
ical motive behind it and
said his government is
ready for an inquiry.

The PM's security is the
topmost priority irrespec-
tive of the party he be-
longs to. There should be
no mistake in it. But, the
statements being given by
BJP leaders and Union
ministers after
Wednesday's development
are unfortunate, Baghel

said at a press conference
here. Why the weather
condition was not assessed
when the PM's pro-
gramme was prepared?
Even when he took off
from Delhi (for Punjab),
were the agencies not
aware of the weather con-
dition? If the weather in-
formation was already
there, then why weren't al-
ternate arrangements
made in advance?" he
asked. The Punjab govern-
ment had roped in 20 IPS
officers and 10,000 police
personnel for the PM's se-
curity at the places where
it was sought. But, how
come the plan was sudden-
ly changed? Baghel sought
to know.

Farmers from Punjab
were on a protest for 14
months against farm laws.
Seven hundred farmers
were "martyred" (alleged-
ly during protest), he
claimed.

New Delhi, Jan 06 (PTI): 

The government on
Thursday approved the sec-
ond phase of the Green
Energy Corridor with an
outlay of Rs 12,031 crore to
facilitate grid integration
and power evacuation of
about 20 GW of renewable
energy projects in seven
states.

"The Cabinet Committee
on Economic Affairs,
chaired by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, today ap-
proved the scheme on Green
Energy Corridor (GEC)
Phase-II for Intra-State
Transmission System
(InSTS) for addition of ap-
proximately 10,750 circuit
kilometres (ckm) of trans-

mission lines and approx.
27,500 Mega Volt-Amperes
(MVA) transformation ca-
pacity of substations," an of-
ficial statement said.

The scheme will facilitate
grid integration and power
evacuation of about 20 GW
of renewable energy (RE)
projects in seven states --
Gujarat, Himachal Pradesh,
Karnataka, Kerala,
Rajasthan, Tamil Nadu and
Uttar Pradesh.

Announcing the decision,
Union Minister Anurag
Thakur said the second
phase will be implemented
during 2021-22 to 2025-26 fis-
cal years.

The minister added that
80 per cent of the phase one
work has been completed.

The outlay of the first phase
was Rs 10,142 crore.

The statement said the
scheme (Phase-II) is target-
ed to be set up with total es-
timated cost of Rs 12,031.33
crore. The Central
Financial Assistance (CFA)
will be 33 per cent of the
project cost, that is Rs
3,970.34 crore.

The CFA will help in off-
setting the intra-state trans-
mission charges and keep
the power costs down. Thus,
the government support
will ultimately benefit the
end users, it added.

The scheme will help in
achieving the target of 450
GW installed RE capacity
by 2030.

It will also contribute to

long-term energy security
of the country and promote
ecologically sustainable
growth by reducing the car-
bon footprint.

Besides, it will generate
large direct and indirect
employment opportunities
for both skilled and un-
skilled personnel in power
and other related sectors,
the statement said.

This scheme is in addi-
tion to GEC Phase-I which
is already under implemen-
tation in Andhra Pradesh,
Gujarat, Himachal Pradesh,
Karnataka, Madhya
Pradesh, Maharashtra,
Rajasthan and Tamil Nadu
for grid integration and
power evacuation of about
24 GW of RE.

New Delhi, Jan 06 (PTI): 

The Election
Commission on Thursday
reviewed the Covid situa-
tion with the Union health
secretary and health ex-
perts, collecting inputs on
necessary safety measures
to be ensured during the
democratic exercise and
emphasising the need for
vaccination of all eligible
people in five poll-bound
states, sources said.

In a separate meeting,

the poll panel discussed
the law and order situa-
tion in the five states --
Uttar Pradesh,
Uttarakhand, Goa, Punjab
and Manipur -- with Union
Home Secretary Ajay
Kumar Bhalla.

Elections are due in the
five states and the
Commission is expected to
announce poll dates in the
next few days.

Besides Health
Secretary Rajesh
Bhushan, the meeting to
assess the Covid situation
was also attended by
AIIMS director Randeep
Guleria and ICMR's

Balram Bhargava, sources
aware of the interactions
said. The poll panel car-
ried out a "complete re-
view" of the Covid status
and took inputs from med-
ical experts on "safety
measures to be ensured"
during campaigning and
polling. It stressed to the
health secretary the need
to ensure complete vacci-
nation for all eligible per-
sons, the sources said.

In an earlier meeting
with Bhushan on
December 27, the poll
panel had asked him to
ramp up the vaccination
drive in the five states.

Srinagar, Jan 06 (PTI): 

The Jammu and Kashmir
government has declared
nearly 70 hectares of land in
Gulmarg and Sonamarg
tourist resorts of the valley
as "strategic areas", paving
the way for the armed forces
to take control of these land
patches.

The armed forces can un-
dertake infrastructure devel-
opment even in ecologically
fragile areas which are de-
clared "strategic areas" by
the government.

PDP president Mehbooba
Mufti criticised the govern-
ment move, saying the allo-
cation of huge tracts of land
to armed forces in tourist
areas of Jammu and

Kashmir confirmed the in-
tention of the Centre to "con-
vert J&K into a military gar-
rison". According to an order
issued in Jammu on 31
December 2021 by the
Tourism Department of
Jammu and Kashmir, 1,034
kanals (approximately 52
hectares) of land at the fa-
mous ski-resort of Gulmarg
in Baramulla district and 354
(approximately 18 hectares)
kanals in Sonmarg, another
popular destination in
Ganderbal district, were de-
clared as "strategic areas" for
the use of armed forces in
the region.

The Corps Commander
will look over strict adher-
ence to the environment-re-
lated laws to prevent any en-
vironmental hazard and en-
sure that no other law appli-
cable in the union territory
of J&K is breached, the

order said. "Corp
Commander shall ensure
that the orders, if any, passed
by an hon'ble court/tribunal
in this regard, are strictly ad-
hered to," the order reads.

This was the first notifica-
tion issued by the adminis-
tration of the union territory
after the amendment to
Jammu and Kashmir
Development Act 1970 by the
Union Home Ministry in
October 2020 through an ex-
ecutive order.

The Administrative
Council headed by the
Lieutenant Governor of
Jammu and Kashmir gave
its nod to the amendment to
the Control of Building
Operations Act 1988 and the
J&K Development Act, 1970
to provide for special dispen-
sation for carrying out con-
struction activities in strate-
gic areas.

New Delhi, Jan 06: 

Delhi on Thursday re-
ported over 15,000 cases of
coronavirus in 24 hours -
the highest since May 8.
The national capital's daily
cases jumped a whopping
41.5 per cent in a day as
15,097 infections were de-
tected in the city. This
comes a day after the city
witnessed its biggest single-
day spike - 10,665 cases - in
nearly eight months. The
positivity rate has sur-
passed 15 per cent.

Six related deaths were
recorded in the same peri-
od. Delhi, one of the worst-
hit states by the Covid pan-
demic, has been producing
a tidal wave of cases over
the past few days, a surge
that is believed to be driven
by the highly transmissible

Omicron variant of the
virus. The spike in Covid
cases is also being accompa-
nied by higher numbers of
hospitalisations. The num-
ber of patients in hospitals
in Delhi has increased from
247 on January 1 to 531 on
January 4, according to the
latest data. In the last three
days, the number of pa-
tients on oxygen support
has increased from 94 to 168
and those on ventilators
from four to 14. 1,116 out of
the 12,104 oxygen beds for
Covid patients are occupied
in Delhi hospitals, while 72
ICU beds with ventilators
have patients, reported
news agency PTI.

Earlier in the day, state
Health Minister Satyendar
Jain had said that Delhi
would likely report around
14,000 fresh cases today. The
minister, however, ruled out
the possibility of a lock-

down in the national capi-
tal. "Covid cases in Delhi
have seen a sharp rise in
the past few days. Many
more cases have come,
today it is going to be near
14,000," Mr Jain had said,
attributing the rise to in-
creased testing.

"We are conducting the
maximum number of tests
in the country."

Reassuring the people of
Delhi about the city's pre-
paredness to deal with the
spike, the minister said
Delhi is in a "comfortable
position" in terms of hospi-
tal bed occupancy.

"Currently, the death
ratio is 1 in 1,000. The situa-
tion is fine as compared to
last time. Yesterday we had
9,000 free beds, today it has
become 12,000, so our prepa-
rations are complete. We
are now conducting close to
90,000 tests," he said.

Pune, Jan 06 (PTI): 

A court here on
Thursday remanded reli-
gious leader Kalicharan
Maharaj, arrested for al-
legedly making inflamma-
tory speeches during an
event in the city, in judicial
custody.

He was produced in the
court after his one-day po-
lice custody got over.
Judicial Magistrate (First
Class) M A Shaikh re-
manded him in judicial
custody.

The police did not press
for more custody.

A bail application was
also filed, and it would be
heard on Friday, said his
lawyer Amol Dange.

Pune Police had arrest-
ed Kalicharan alias
Abhijit Sarag from Raipur.

A case has been regis-
tered against Kalicharan
Maharaj, right-wing
leader Milind Ekbote,
Captain (retired) Digendra
Kumar and others at
Khadak police station
here. They are accused of
making inflammatory
speeches and hurting reli-
gious sentiments during
'Shiv Pratap Din' program
organised by Ekbote-led
Hindu Aghadi outfit on
December 19, 2021, to cele-
brate the killing of
Adilshahi commander
Afzal Khan by
Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj in 1659.

Mumbai, Jan 06 (PTI): 

A special court here on
Thursday allowed activist
Sudha Bharadwaj, recent-
ly released on bail in the
Elgar Parishad-Maoist
links case, to live in the
neighbouring Thane dis-
trict instead of Mumbai.

Bharadwaj was granted
bail by the Bombay High
Court in December 2021,
three years after her ar-
rest.

The special court for
National Investigation
Agency (NIA) cases, while
passing the release order,
had said that she shall not
leave Mumbai without
permission.

The activist later filed

an application seeking
permission to live in her
friend's house in Thane,
stating that finding accom-
modation in Mumbai was
expensive.

Special Judge D E
Kothalikar on Thursday
granted the plea.

The court also took on
record the address where
she would be living, and
directed her to report to
the Vartak Nagar police
station in Thane city every
fortnight.

The investigating officer
is at liberty to verify the
correctness of the address
and inform the senior po-
lice inspector of Vartak
Nagar police station, the
court said.

New Delhi, Jan 06 (PTI): 

Billionaire Gautam
Adani's port-to-energy
conglomerate on
Thursday said it had won
a contract to supply im-
ported coal to state-owned
electricity generator
NTPC but played down its
significance saying the
volume of 1 million tonnes
was small.

"NTPC has awarded the
contract to the company
for the supply of 1 million
tonnes of imported coal to
its various power plants,"
Adani Enterprises said in
a stock exchange filing.

The contract, it said,
was awarded by NTPC
through "an elaborate bid-
ding process (that) started
in the end of October 2021,
followed by reverse bid-
ding and negotiations."

PM’s PUNJAB VISIT 

Union cabinet discusses
security breach

Ministers seek
exemplary action

Union I & B Minster Anurag
Thakur briefs the media on

Cabinet decisions, at NMC in
New Delhi, Thursday.

‘BJP politicising issue of security
breach during PM’s Punjab visit’

POLL-BOUND STATES

EC reviews Covid, law and
order situation

Stresses on need
for vaccinations

Rs 12,0000-CR OUTLAY

Govt approves Green Energy Corridor Phase-II 

KEEPING AWAY COLD

People warm themselves around a bonfire during a cold winter day, in Amritsar, Thursday.

Elgar Parishad-Maoist links case

Court allows Sudha Bharadwaj,
out on bail, to shift to Thane

HATE SPEECH CASE

Kalicharan Maharaj
sent in judicial custody

70 ha land in Gulmarg, Sonamarg
declared ‘strategic areas’

Army can take control
of the patch now

Adani group to
supply imported

coal to NTPC

HIGHEST IN 8 MONTHS

15,097 new Covid cases in Delhi
Positivity Rate 15%



Mainpur, Dec 06: 

A high alert has been
sounded in the district and
adjoining borders have
been sealed after reported
police encounter with
naxal groups in Mainpur
jungles of Gariyaband dis-
trict two days back. On the
instructions of Police
DRG, CRPA Thakur a
search has been increased
here in Vanachal and vigil
is being kept round the
clock. It is worth mention-

ing that whenever the red
brigade takes to any at-
tack; it hides in the neigh-
bouring districts. Since
earlier also the naxals
from Gariyaband region,
took refuge in Sitanadi
Udanti Tiger Sanctuary,
therefore all 14 police sta-
tions in the region have
been put on alert and
search has been intensi-
fied in the Sanctuary. After
the Mainpur incident, a
high alert has been issued
in Dhamtari district,

search teams has been de-
ployed in all police station
areas. Mayank Ransingh
SDOP Nagri.

CENTRAL CHRONICLE,  BILASPUR,  FRIDAY,  JANUARY  07,  2022

Konta, Jan 06:  

The oath taking and
honor ceremony of the
newly elected councilor,
president, vice-president of
Konta Nagar Panchayat
was completed in the chief
guest of Kawasi Lakhma,
the popular minister of
Chhattisgarh. January 6
was a historic day for
Konta Congressmen. It is
known that in the recently
held elections in Konta, the
Congress had won in 14
wards out of 15 wards. On
Thursday, under the chair-
manship of Chief Guest
and youth leader Harish
Kawasi, President Mrs.
Mausam Jaya, Vice
President Zakir Hussain
took the oath of office and
secrecy. On this occasion,
special guest Boddu Raja,
District Panchayat Vice
President, District
President Sunnam
Nagesh, Sukma Palik
President Jagannath Raju
Sahu, Dornapal NP
President Smt. Babita
Mandavi, District Vice
President Madvi Deva and

SDM Bansingh Netam
completed it in the digni-
fied presence of all the
councilors. Meanwhile,
Congress Party PCC
Secretary Sattar Ali
District Congress
Committee President Smt.
Maheshwari Baghel
Senior Congress leader
Karan Singh Dev Block
Congress Committee
President Sudhir Pandey
along with all councilors
elected Senior Congress
leader from Gadiras
Sukma Dornapal, Geeta
Kawasi from Mahila
Congress Smt. Somay
Mangamma Soyam
Bhima Madkam Krishna
Sheikh Munir Noor Ali, in-
cluding dozens of youth

Congress workers, depart-
mental officers, police ad-
ministration ASP
Sachindra Choubey, SDOP
station in-charge, resi-
dents of the city were pres-
ent.

Responsibility is big,
will fulfill it: Harish

Harish Kawasi, while
wishing everyone a happy
new year to all the
Manchus and the newly
elected Councilor,
President, Vice President,
employees and officers of
the city said that. It is a
matter of great pleasure
that no.

I thank the residents of
Konta for electing the
councilor’s president, vice-
president. The way

Konta’s doubling did not
choose negative politics
but chose Kawasi
Lakhma’s love, thank you
from the bottom of my
heart. Our councilors will
do the work of getting the
plans made by Bhupesh
Baghel’s government to
the last person of Konta.

Support everyone in
sorrow and happiness:
Lakhma

Minister Kawasi
Lakhma said while wish-
ing everyone a Happy New
Year. The success
achieved by the Congress
in the civic polls. The
credit for this goes to the
efficient leadership of
Bhupesh Baghel. Voters
wishing businessmen

Konta Dornapal was not fit
to be measured, but during
Judum, Raman Kedar
made it a nap. His think-
ing of being in his posses-
sion, the public voters here
love Kawasi Lakhma.
Every party should contest
in any election. Here the
public knows how Konta
was in the last 15 years,
Konta has changed in
three years. Time to come
and will change. Minister
Kawasi Lakhma took a jibe
at the defeated candidate of
number 13 and said that he
had already said that he
has defeated Judum, he
will defeat its leader too.
He said putting a question
mark on the role of the op-
position in the previous
elections.

The victory in all the
elections was called the
victory of the Congress
and each of its workers.
During the election, there
may be allegations and
counter-allegations for
those who fought under
different banners, but the
elected representatives
have to carry everyone.

KONTA CIVIC BODY

President, VP administered oath
Minister Lakhma attends as chief guest

Anwari, Jan 06:

The youths of Lakshya
Group Chandra Para of
Gram Semara ‘B’ organ-
ised two-day ‘Kabaddi’
competition and at the in-
auguration former Janpad
President Ramswaroop
Sahu said that in the pres-
ent day time the children’s
in the school are so much
overburdened with studies
that they are getting moved
away from their childhood
period of fun and enthusi-
asm. The parent’s are forc-
ing their children to per-
form well in the exams and
come out with flying
colours in their exams and
due to which the children
just create a imaginative
world of books and studies
and are left far behind
when it comes to sports

and developing  skills that
of team spirit. Speaking on
the occasion Ramswaroop
Sahu said that sports and
games are must for overall
development of students,
as it not only provides
physical and mental devel-
opment, but helps in devel-
oping other skills as well.
One can attain good health
with morning or evening
walk and playing sports
like wrestling, ‘Kabaddi’,
jogging, running and oth-
ers can boost one’s physical
health and provide good
immunity to fight against
any disease. Apart from
this it also helps build self-
confidence and to work
with team spirit among
students, as in playing any
sports, one just does not
play for self, but for entire
team and it is the team-

work which determines
victory or defeat of any of
the players in the team.
Apart from this
Ramswaroop Sahu said
that sports and games have
its own importance and
significance and added that
Lupin and Manjari have
carved an identity for
themselves for providing
facilities and for working
much better in the field of
health and nutrition. On
this occasion Ramswaroop
Sahu, BJP district secy.,
Humendra Gajendra jan-
pad member; Bindeshwari
Sinha Sarpanch, Yogesh
Sinha, Narottam Sinha,
Chunnilal Sahu, Khublal
Sahu, Mukesh Sahu, Toran
Sahu, Pavan Sahu,
Digendra Sahu, Hori Lal
Sahu and others were pres-
ent in large number.

One develops self-confidence
thru sports: Sahu

Mahasamund, Jan 06:

Collector Doman Singh
conducted inspection of
ground work of ongoing
construction of Tumgaon
over-bridge here on
Sunday. He called the con-
cerned officer to the site
along with the file and after
sorting out few cases of
land acquisition shortly, he
asked to speed-up the con-
struction work of
Tumgaon over-bridge.

Taking stock of the prob-
lems on the spot of over-
bridge construction, he
made an appeal to nearby
residents that those who
have not given their con-
sent for land acquisition
and construction of this
over-bridge should do it at
the earliest, as this over-
bridge construction is very
much important for gener-

al public and the govern-
ment is ready to pay the
compensation fixed for the
land as per government
rules. In such conditions,
he appealed those yet to
give consent for land acqui-
sition to extend their full
cooperation to the depart-
ment, so that this construc-
tion work can be done at
the earliest and the people
of the city can get rid of
frequent traffic-jam on
daily basis. Collector con-
ducted this inspection
along with SDM, Tehsildar
and other officers of the
Nigam. The officers in-
formed the Collector that
the construction of this
railway over-bridge to-

wards Tumgaon and
Mahasamund has been
completed about 80% and
along with this by laying
the girder of the railway
over-bridge the laying of
slab work has been com-
pleted. The work that of
laying of girder slab to-
wards Tumgaon side, has
been completed and that of
return-wall towards
Mahasamund city is in
progress. Collector Doman
Singh directed the officers
present to complete all the
procedure for the final
phase of this railway over-
bridge and get it executed
well on time, so that the
daily commuters of the re-
gion, especially that of

Tumgaon and
Mahasamund city can get
convenient and smooth
travelling experience.
Presently with closure of
railway gate there is often
traffic-jam like situation
encountered by people of
both the sides on daily
basis. But on construction
of this railway over-bridge
they will get rid of the
same. Collector Doman
Singh based upon his expe-
rience and guidance gave
pinpointed instructions to
all and directed the SDM
and Tehsildar to complete
all revenue related works
at the earliest. It is worth-
while to mention here that
on completion of this
Tumgaon railway over-
bridge, around 35000 popu-
lation of Mahasamund will
get benefitted. This bridge
is being constructed at the
cost of Rs 40 cr and this
does not include the cost of
land acquisition. The total
length of this bridge is 616
mts and width is 15 mts. As
per information the length
of this over-bridge from
railway crossing towards
Mahasamund is 294 mts
and towards Tumgaon is
248 mts and length of the
railway crossing is 74 mts.

Collector directs to speed-up over-bridge completion
 Urges those having

land nearby to give
consent for land
acquisition

 Directs SDM,
Tehsildar to 
sort out all revenue
cases early

Koriya, Jan 06: 

On the instructions of
District Collector Shyam
Dhawade, for the preven-
tion and prevention of the
spread of corona infec-
tion, the administrative
team in the entire dis-
trict, is all geared up for
mask checking at public
places, squares and
squares in all develop-
ment blocks. People are
being advised to wear
masks and mask distribu-
tion is also being done and
challan proceedings have
also been started. In com-
pliance with the instruc-
tions of the Collector, in
Baikunthpur Ghari
Chowk, the joint team of
State Revenue, Police and
Municipal and Health
Department, in view of
the rising corona virus
cases, challaned tres-
passers of COVID 19 pro-
tocol.In Tehsil area Patna,
all the shopkeepers were
advised to follow the
COVID 19 guide line, not
to crowd unnecessarily, to
apply masks and through
Kotwars, Munadi was also

being made.
Similarly, in Nagar

Panchayat Jhagrakhand
the district administra-
tion team inspected the
ration shop, fruit shop,
grocery and vegetable
shops and appealed to all
to apply masks and follow
social distancing. In
Nagar Panchayat
Khongapani, while con-
ducting a joint inspection
by the team of district and
police administration,
people roaming without
wearing masks and fruit-
vegetable vendors, local
shopkeepers were advised
to apply masks and masks
were distributed.

Keeping in view the
spread of corona virus or-
ders have been issued to
keep the weekly Haat mar-
ket closed till further or-
ders in all the develop-
ment blocks by the con-
cerned Sub-Divisional
Magistrates. Action will
be taken under section 188
of the Indian Penal Code,
1860 and the Disaster
Management Act 2005, for
violating the instructions
issued by any shopkeeper.

Mask checking and challan
proceedings gear-up 

To prevent COVID-19 spread

Rajim, Jan 06: Bhakti
Mata Jayanti celebrations
will be organized on Friday,
January 7 under the joint
aegis of State Sahu Sangh
and District Sahu Sangh.
State Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel will be the
chief guest of the second
phase of this function or-
ganized in two phases. The
chief guest of the first
phase will be Chunilal
Sahu, MP from
Mahasamund Lok Sabha
constituency. This ceremo-
ny has been kept on the
stage of the festival site just
in front of Shri Rajiv
Lochan Mandir. Giving in-
formation after the inspec-
tion, Sanat Sahu  of the
State Sahu Union and Lala
Sahu, Joint Secretary of the
State Sahu Sangh, said that
in the first phase at 11 am,
there will be discussion for
social upliftment and devel-
opment whose chief guest
will be Chunilal Sahu, MP
from Mahasamund Lok
Sabha constituency, which

will be also presided by MP
Chandulal Sahu. The sec-
ond phase will start at 2:00
pm and chief guest of
which will be the Chief
Minister of the state
Bhupesh Baghel and
presided by Home Minister
Tamradhwaj Sahu.
Abhanpur MLA
Dhanendra Sahu, Bilaspur
MP Arun Sau as the chief
guest, Motilal Sahu,
National Working
President of All India
Teliya Sahu Mahasabha as
a very special guest, All
India Teliya Sahu
Mahasabha National
Working President
Siyaram Sahu, Women’s
Cell All India Teliya Sahu
National President of
Mahasabha Dr. Mamta
Sahu, President of
Backward Classes
Authority Daleshwar Sahu,
President of Chhattisgarh
State Milk Federation Vipin
Sahu, President of Other
Backward Classes
Commission Thaneswar

S a h u , T e l g h a n i
Development Board
President Sandeep Sahu,
Gau Sewa Commission
Chairman Ram Sundar
Das, MLA Amitesh Shukla,
Parliamentary Secretary
Shakuntala Sahu, etc. will
be present. Special wor-
ship will be offered by Rajiv
Bhakti Mandir Committee
in Bhakti Mata temple in
the morning.
At the time of this inspec-

tion Hanumant Sahu,
Treasurer of Chhattisgarh
Sahu Union, General
Secretary Sanat Sahu,
Tahal Ram Sahu, District
Panchayat member
Lakshmi Sahu, Haldhar
Sahu, District Sahu Union
President Bhuneshwar
Sahu, State Sahu Union
Joint Secretary Lala Sahu,
Rajim Bhaktin Temple
Committee Chairman of
Dr. Mahendra Sahu,
Ghanshyam Sahu, Bhole
Sahu, Ramkumar Sahu,
Hemant Sahu, Pyare Lal
Sahu were present.

Preparations for Bhakti Mata
Jayanti celebrations concludes

KKoorrbbaa,,  JJaann  0066:: On the instruc-
tions of District Collector Ranu
Sahu, Commissioner Kuldeep
Sharma here took a meeting of
office bearers of Chamber of
Commerce and businessmen of
the city and urged them to fol-
low the COVID 19 protocol
compulsorily in their shops and
establishments. Give your sup-
port to the administration in
preventing the spread of coro-
na infection and adopt the for-
mula of “No Mask - No Service”
in shops, establishments, keep
arrangements for social dis-
tancing and sanitizer, motivate
and encourage the customers
coming to the shops to compul-
sorily wear masks and follow
the precautionary protocol, he
said addressing the traders.
While discussing the continu-
ous spread of corona infection,
he has said that the district and
corporation administration is
taking all precautionary steps
to prevent and protect against
the infection, and people are
being constantly advised and
made aware of the infection.
Appealing, to all he said that
the businessmen should com-
pulsorily follow the COVID 19
protocol in their shops and
establishments. He said that
mask awareness, social dis-
tancing, vaccination and clean-
liness are the most important
measures to prevent and pro-

tect against corona infection,
our caution is our biggest secu-
rity, so be careful, adopt proto-
col, avoid infection yourself
and others. 
The office bearers and mem-

bers of Chamber of Commerce
present during the meeting
talked about giving their full
cooperation in the direction of
preventing the spread of coro-
na infection and they said that
surely all the businessmen will
fully follow the COVID protocol
in their shops and will motivate
the customers to come to the
shops wearing masks compul-
sorily, and will also ensure that
there is a system of sanitizer in
the shops and establishments.
During the meeting,
Superintend Engineer MK
Verma , Deputy Commissioner
BP Trivedi and Pawan Verma,
Zone Commissioner RK
Maheshwari, MN Sarkar,
Akhilesh Shukla, NK Nath,
Vinod Shandilya, Health Officer
Dr. .Sanjay Tiwari, Sunil
Verma, General Secretary of
Chamber of Commerce
Mohammad Yunus Memon,
Vice President RP Tiwari,
Patron of Traders Association
Niharika Ramsewak Agrawal,
Mohanlal Aggarwal, Kawarram
Manwani, Rajkumar
Gyanchandani, Parasram
Ramani, R.K.Tiwari and others
were present.

Cooperate in preventing COVID-19
pandemic spread: Commissioner

Searching intensified in Sitanadi Tiger Reserve
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Price rise
It is a bitter truth that the State

governments have not taken a dif-
ferent approach to address the
mounting economic concerns and
when people have found their in-
comes drastically reduced after
the outbreak of the pandemic,
there has been an artificial rise in
the prices of essential commodi-
ties. At a time when the situation
needs pragmatic handling, the
uncontrolled price hike has crip-
pled normal life. Undeniably, the
pandemic has rendered many
youths jobless and hence aggra-
vated the unemployment sce-
nario in the state. Needless to say
the poor and the marginalized are
the worst impacted segments in
society. Sadly enough, the plight
of these people seems to be miss-
ing from the priority list of the
government's policy. It's indeed
unfortunate on the part of the pol-
icymakers and leaders of the
state to pretend to be unaware of
the sufferings and hardships of
the masses caused by the price
hike. It is time the government
consulted the eminent econo-
mists of the state and found out
effective means to control the
price hike at the earliest and
hence relieve its citizens.

DDiippeennddrraa,,  vviiaa  eemmaaiill

Corruption in 
education

It is now as clear as daylight
that almost ninety-nine per cent
of heads of government educa-
tional institutions are involved in
corruption directly or indirectly.
But why? It has probably two rea-
sons, one is an ardent personal
desire for modern luxurious life
and the other is a circumstantial
compulsion. Personally, I have
met so many government educa-
tional institutions' heads who are
free from covetousness but cir-
cumstances compel them to fol-
low the path of corruption. It is
known to all that the government
and UGC are giving some annual
grants from primary schools to
the university level for the pur-
pose of infrastructure and other
academic development. And as
per rules, all the heads of the in-
stitutions have to submit utiliza-
tion certificates (UCs) to their re-
spective authorities. The authori-
ties have an entrenched notion
that the heads have misused and
pocketed some of the funds. To
see the weakness of the heads
some of the officials demand
money against each government
grant instead of making spot veri-
fication about the utilization of
the funds. If any head is firm not
to give any bribe to the officials
then he will have to bring the
same expenditure vouchers from
two-three shops and his file may
be given for audit. Some auditors
have also the same notion that
the heads have misused the
funds. The heads have no time to
move about after the auditor or
the vouchers as they are to look
after the academic side of the in-
stitutions. So, most of the heads
try to manage the officials by of-
fering money and thus they open
the path of corruption by stealing
a small portion for themselves
also. So, the government should
form a strong vigilance team that
will monitor only the proper uti-
lization of government funds of
the educational institutions.
Otherwise, the existing system
will produce more corrupt heads
of educational institutions.

HHaarrsshhaa  MMoohhaann,,  vviiaa  eemmaaiill

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

WHAT THEY TWEET!

KKBBSS  SSiiddhhuu@@kkbbssssiiddhhuu11996611
'These days when some-
one asks 'Are you coming
to the party?' one doesn't
immediately understand
whether they are talking of
a bash or a political party.'
#Punjab #PunjabPolitics

vviirr  ssaanngghhvvii@@vviirrssaanngghhvvii
Stop calling Omicron-COVID
'mild'.Judging by all the accounts I
have heard from people who have got
it,Omicron symptoms are hardly
mild.And it is terrifyingly transmissi-
ble. When doctors use terms like
'mild' all they mean is 'not necessarily
life-threatening' Don't be misled.

PPrraasshhaanntthh  SS@@ppss__iitt__iiss
Ishant has been through so many
lows and highs of this Test side, so
many overseas tours. He will be gut-
ted in missing out this game but
everything about him cheering from
outside so vocally speaks highly of
his character, absolutely relentless
cheering since the first ball.

TThhee  MMoonnkk@@
sswwoorrddssnnhhaammmmeerr

It's a shame on us, v can
put blame on Politicans 4
communalising, but at the
same time, a close vigil is
required. I always question
parents who r making thr
infants addictive 2 technol-
ogy, n request othrs 2 keep
a watch on young n spend
time with them.

RRaahhuull  MMaatthhuurr@@RRaahhuull__JJ__MMaatthhuurr
The safest gift to send someone is
a nice notebook or diary - almost
everyone I've met uses a paper &
pen to take notes. Great way for
companies to get useful branded
merch into the hands of cus-
tomers or prospective customers!

AAnnkkaann  RRooyy@@AAnnkkaanniinnffrraa
A major feat on India's National Waterway 1! A 250-ton Goliath Gantry Crane

WWoollff  PPaacckkss@@TThheeLLeeggaatteeIINN
Report: Pak Army ISPR has fired more
than 70% of its social media influencer
team. Pak has decided to reduce ISPR
run SM campaigns & instead promote
its propaganda, anti-India agenda
through think-tanks (IPRI, ISSI, CASS,
NIMA, CSSPR etc). Tie-ups envisioned
with western lobbyists.

A round the world, there's a con-
joined crisis of climate change

and housing shortages, two topics at
the top of the list of discussions in the
recent COP26 climate summit in
Glasgow. Construction and buildings
account for more than one-quarter of
global greenhouse gas emissions.
Meanwhile, according to a September
report by Realtor.com, the US alone is
short 5.24 million homes. Addressing
both crises will require building struc-
tures more sustainably and more effi-
ciently. But this isn't the first time ar-
chitects and governments have had to
deal with dwindling resources and the
task of housing large numbers of peo-
ple. In 1959, an armed revolt led by
Fidel Castro ousted Cuba's military
dictatorship of Fulgencio Batista. As
part of a broader plan to improve the
quality of life for millions of Cubans,
Castro's new government sought to
develop a program to mass-produce
new housing, schools and factories. 

In the years that followed, however,
this dream clashed with difficult reali-
ties. Sanctions and supply chain dis-
ruptions had created a shortage of
conventional building materials.
Architects realized they needed to do
more with less and invent new con-
struction methods using local materi-
als. In an article that I co-authored
with architect and engineer Michael
Ramage and architect Dania Gonzalez
Couret, we explored the creative chal-
lenges of this period by focusing on a
specific structural element that these
Cuban architects soon seized upon:
the tile vault. Tile vaulting is a tech-
nique that flourished in the eastern

Mediterranean after the 10th century.
It involves constructing arched ceil-
ings made of multiple layers of light-
weight terra cotta tiles. To build the
first layer, the builders use fast-set-
ting mortar to glue the tiles together
with barely any temporary support.
Afterward, the builder adds more lay-
ers with normal cement or lime mor-
tar. This technique doesn't require ex-
pensive machinery or use of a lot of
timber for formwork. But speed and
craftsmanship are paramount.

Because of its affordability and
durability, tile vaulting spread to dif-
ferent parts of Europe and the
Americas. It became known as
Guastavino tiling in the US a nod to
Spanish architect Rafael Guastavino,
who used the technique in over 1,000
projects in the US, including the
Boston Public Library and New York's
Grand Central Station. In Cuba, tile
vaults were famously used to build the
National Art Schools, or Escuelas
Nacionales de Arte. Fidel Castro advo-
cated for the construction of the five
schools on what, before the revolu-
tion, had been a golf course in
Cubanacan, a town west of Havana.
Designed by Ricardo Porro, Vittorio
Garatti and Roberto Gottardi, the
schools integrate terra cotta shells
and arches with the site's green land-
scape. They were long thought to be
the only tile vault buildings in post-
revolution Cuba. However, we discov-
ered that the National Art Schools are
only the tip of the iceberg. From 1960
to 1965, a range of vault experiments
and projects took place across the
country. 

Shortly after the revolution, archi-
tects and engineers at the Ministry of
Construction known as MICONS went
to Camagüey, a province known for its
terra cotta brick-making, to learn
more about the craft. One of these ar-
chitects, Juan Campos Almanza, then
a recent graduate of the University of
Havana, led the research team. As an
experiment, he built a load-bearing
vault on the grounds of the Azorin
brick factory. It was a success. He
went on to use the design to construct

affordable and elegant beachfront
homes in Santa Lucía, north of
Camagüey, using the same vault de-
sign. Brick-and-tile vault construction
appeared to be a promising solution to
build replicable and cost-effective
ceilings. The Centre of Technical
Investigations, an agency tasked with
developing housing, schools and fac-
tories, used Almanza's research to
construct its own vaulted offices. An
outdoor space nearby famously called
'El Patio del MICONS' became a stag-
ing ground for more structural experi-
ments. In El Patio, craftspeople, engi-
neers and architects worked together
to develop affordable vaulted build-
ings, while teachers at El Patio's tile
masons' school taught building tech-
niques to cohorts of apprentices. 

Vaulted buildings and homes soon
started cropping up across the coun-
try. In 1961, Juan Campos Almanza
completed his first housing projects in
Altahabana, a new neighbourhood lo-
cated near Havana, building simple
barrel vaults on prefabricated beams.
Similar designs were used for more
beachfront houses, schools and facto-
ries. In his report about the
Altahabana pilot project, Campos de-
fined his method as 'tradicional mejo-
rado,' or 'improved traditional con-
struction' a mix of conventional build-
ing methods with some prefabricated
elements. This way, he argued,
builders could gain the best of both
worlds: The construction, some of it
built by hand, was fast and replicable.
And it didn't require a lot of materials
and preexisting infrastructure. The
best example of this construction
method is the vaulted Pre-University
Centre at Liberty City, the site of a for-
mer US Army base. The structure was
designed in 1961 by Josefina Rebellon,
who at the time was a third-year ar-
chitecture student.

Only a couple of miles from the
Schools of Art, Rebellon's design was
completed in 18 months. It was made
up of two circular vaulted buildings,
with conical vaults and prefabricated
beams, with an undulating two-story
classroom building between the two

circles. These exciting new construc-
tion methods didn't last long. In 1963,
Havana hosted the conference for the
International Union of Architects. That
year's theme was Architecture in
Developing Countries. The conference
gave Cuban architects an opportunity
to reflect on their recent experiences.
The Ministry of Construction pushed
to end what it viewed as a period of
experimentation; mass housing, they
argued, demanded industrialized con-
struction. Buildings started being
made in factories and then assembled
on site. Skilled and specialized labour,
like vault-building, was no longer seen
as an asset but an obstacle, since
vault builders were difficult to find in
the country's remote areas, and
novice builders required extensive
training.

Yet the story of these buildings of-
fers lessons for designing with scarci-
ty. The ability to experiment is impor-
tant. Coordination among builders,
governments and architects is crucial.
And craftsmanship matters, too,
whether it's tile vaulting or traditional
carpentry. For too long, buildings that
required craftsmanship have been
thought of as overly expensive pet
projects that deployed techniques
better suited for a different era. But
the Cubans were able to show that
craftsmanship can be developed,
scaled up and combined with techno-
logical advances. Today, a handful of
promising initiatives show how the
craft of tile vaulting can serve for the
low-carbon construction of buildings
or engineered ceiling systems. Back in
Cuba, tile vaulting is now being taught
in the Escuela Taller Gaspar Melchor,
a training centre in Havana's historical
centre. Cuba's vaulted architecture
reflects the relationship between ne-
cessity and invention, a process that
many people mistakenly think of as
automatic. It isn't. It is a relationship
based on perseverance, trial and error
and, above all, passion. Look no fur-
ther than what Juan Campos Almanza
and his peers left behind on the island:
beautiful, replicable buildings, many
of which are still standing today.

R eacting to China's unfurling of its national flag at the
Galwan Valley, Minister of State for External Affairs

Meenakshi Lekhi said the Indian military is handling the
situation and China is getting a befitting response. This is
the first official response from the Ministry of External
Affairs on the issue. Rahul Gandhi had asked Prime
Minister Narendra Modi to break the silence over the
Chinese incursions in Galwan. The videos of China and
India unfurling flags forms part psychological warfare.
India should emulate establishing a psychological defence
agency as initiated in Sweden. Sweden launched a new
agency at the beginning of the year aimed at defending it-
self against disinformation, propaganda, and 'psychologi-
cal warfare.' The Psychological Defence Agency, as it is
being called, raises the stakes in the global battle over mis-
information and poses the question: What exactly should
governments do when they think the battleground is their
citizens' minds? This question isn't new, but is seen as an
increasingly urgent policy debate as democracies struggle
to preserve freedom of expression rights while combating
influence campaigns by governments and other actors
that use the internet to rapidly share false information.
Many countries have long operated state-affiliated media
organizations, which can greatly vary in terms of accura-
cy and journalistic freedom. But online misinformation
campaigns can make it much harder to tell the source of
propaganda efforts. Meanwhile, many authoritarian
regimes are also using similar language about defending
against misinformation to frame their own efforts at con-
trolling dissent. The Swedish agency describes its mission
as involving both actually identifying misinformation as
well as building community resilience to harmful influ-
ence campaigns through education. It is headed by
Swedish diplomat Henrik Landerholm.

In an interview with Swedish radio after his appoint-
ment was announced, Landerholm pointed to Russia,
China, and Iran as sources of misinformation campaigns
targeting the country. Swedish officials have been warn-
ing of the increasing threat of false information for years.
The country also faced Russian attempts to interfere in re-
cent elections, leading the government to mount a coordi-
nated effort to combat such campaigns. That push, which
included training thousands of civil servants about re-
sponding to misinformation as well as working with jour-
nalists and social media companies to limit its spread,
helped model a role for the new agency. Landerholm
sought to differentiate the agency and the country's prior
efforts to counter disinformation from Orwellian propa-
ganda efforts. 'This is not the Ministry of Truth or a State
Information Board like we had during the Cold War,'
Landerholm said. 'We want to protect freedom of opinion
in our country.'  The psychological warfare of China
against India is not recent but goes back in history and it
encompasses an enormous snare of deception and fabrica-
tion. Now, the government should establish a separate
agency as shown by Sweden. China's sabre-rattling has be-
come more discordant and to a temporary observer the
military dispute would appear impending. Whereas, in
fact Beijing is pursuing its conventional strategy of psy-
chological warfare to eventually urge India to concede
without any actual armed conflict. China's vindictive war,
bombast and impractical prerequisites for advocating con-
ferences is evidently different from the strategies of diplo-
macy and negotiation prescribed by the Indian govern-
ment to solve the conflicts without any violence.

Psychological 
defence agency

A fter becoming extinct in 1952, cheetah is all set to re-
turn to India as the central government launched an

action plan under which 50 of these big cats will be intro-
duced in the next five years. Union Environment Minister
Bhupender Yadav launched the action plan at the 19th
meeting of the National Tiger Conservation Authority
(NTCA) saying, the Cheetah that became extinct in inde-
pendent India, is all set to return. Kuno National Park in
Madhya Pradesh was all prepped to welcome the African
cheetahs, a project that has been a decade in the making
last year. The team of experts delegated to carry out the
project was about to leave for Namibia, but had to return
from the airport as travel restrictions kicked in. Known as
'hunting leopards' during the colonial era, Asiatic cheetahs
were wiped out in India by hunting, a gradual decline in
prey base and habitat degradation. The last cheetah was
shot in 1947 and it was officially declared extinct in India in
1952. Today just about 40-50 individuals survive in central
Iran, where it's a protected animal. The IUCN lists it as a
critically endangered species. The fact that these African
spotted animals are being introduced in India could be a
cause of concern. They are entering an unknown habitat
and familiarising them with their new home, making them
adaptable, and preventing feline infection, may be a chal-
lenge. With government support, wildlife conservationists-
scientists, disease ecologists and veterinarians could moni-
tor these cats to keep zoonotic diseases at bay.

The country will again be home to cheetahs. As a begin-
ning, it's probably good that they are being sent to a protect-
ed area. Globally, cheetahs are listed as vulnerable on the
IUCN Red List of Threatened Species, with around 6,674 in-
dividuals, most of them in Africa, left. Plans to reintroduce
cheetahs to the Indian landscape were first mooted in the
1970s and have been brought up off and on since. These in-
cluded plans to exchange Asiatic cheetahs for Asiatic lions
with Iran, and, in 2009, even cloning the animals. Experts,
however, are concerned about the complexities of introduc-
ing a different subspecies to new ecological settings, biodi-
versity issues and disease risks, and whether there's
enough space at the chosen site for a big cat like the chee-
tah to survive and establish a healthy habitat. Grasslands
are an important part of this debate. The cheetah, de-
scribed as a low-density, high-habitat animal, requires a
substantial amount of space. If everything falls into place
this time, Kuno will host 4 big cats: Lions, Tigers, Cheetahs
and Leopards. But, can these animals coexist comfortably
in the same habitat? This has never occurred anywhere
else before. The cheetah reintroduction will definitely be a
boon for wildlife tourism but it may also pose a threat to the
inter-species and human-wildlife conflict.

Reintroducing cheetahs

Cuba’s architecture offers blueprint 
for how to build more with less
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Lobby of well maintained Hotel Nacional de Cuba, in Havana, it is one of Cuba's historic buildings in eclectic style of architecture.

WELL MAINTAINED ARCHITECTURE
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Four booked for
molesting woman

NCP worker
Mumbai, Jan 06 (PTI):
An offence has been reg-
istered here against the
lawyer of former
Maharashtra minister
Anil Deshmukh and
three others for alleged-
ly molesting a woman
worker of the NCP and
sending a vulgar mes-
sage about her on
WhatsApp, police said
on Thursday.

The Charkop police on
Wednesday registered
an FIR against
Deshmukh's lawyer
Inderpal Singh, NCP
workers Mukesh Pujari,
Manishankar Chohan
and Dhananjay Chohan,
an official said.

The 54-year-old com-
plainant has alleged that
in October 2021, Singh
had used vulgar words
for her in one of the
party's WhatsApp
groups, while three oth-
ers molested her along
with Singh at a party in
the same month, he said.

New Delhi, Jan 06 (PTI): 

Passengers in 200 rail-
way stations across India
will soon be able to
recharge their mobiles,
pay electricity bills, fill up
Aadhaar and Pan card
forms and even file taxes
with help from Common
Service Centre (CSC)
kiosks to be set up by
RailTel. The scheme has
been operationalised in
partnership with CSC e-
Governance Services
India Limited' (CSC-
SPV) and the Ministry of
Electronics &
Information Technology,
RailTel said in a state-
ment. The kiosks will be
run by village level en-
trepreneurs (VLEs).
"The services offered by
CSC include booking of
the travelling tickets

(train, air, bus etc.),
Aadhar Card, Voter Card,
Mobile recharge,
Electricity bill payment,
Pan card, Income tax,
Banking, insurance and
many more," the statement
said. The kiosks have been
named RailWire Saathi
Kiosks' -- RailWire is the
brand name of RailTel's re-
tail broadband service.

IJT demonstrates
capability to carry 
out six turn spins

Bengaluru, Jan 6 (PTI): 

The Intermediate Jet
Trainer (IJT), designed and
developed by Hindustan
Aeronautics Limited for
stage II training of IAF pi-
lots, has successfully
demonstrated the capabili-
ty to carry out six turn
spins to the left hand and
right hand sides.

The IJT, conceived by
HAL as a replacement to
the ageing Kirans of IAF
fleet, had completed
demonstration of its capa-
bilities in terms of altitude
and speed envelope, load
factor, satisfactory stall
characteristics and limited
armament capability as re-
quired by IAF, much earli-
er, an HAL statement said
on Thursday. The only
pending task was spin test-

ing. During the course of
spin testing, in 2016, the air-
craft departed from con-
trolled flight which brought
the programme to a tempo-
rary halt, it said. However,
HAL decided to proceed
further to complete the
spin testing.

The capability to enter
and recover from spin is a
necessity for a trainer air-
craft in order to famil-
iarise the trainee pilot to
recognise departure from
controlled flight and the
actions required to recov-
er from such situations,
the statement noted.
"Achieving satisfactory
characteristics during
spin and an assured recov-
ery from spin form a part
of very crucial flight tests
due to its unpredictabili-
ty", it said.

RPF saved 601 lives in 
2021 on railway premises

New Delhi, Jan 06 (PTI): 

The Railway Protection
Force (RPF) saved the lives
of 601 people and rescued
630 others from human
traffickers during 2021, ac-
cording to an official state-
ment issued on Thursday. It
retrieved luggage worth
over Rs 23 crore and escort-
ed 522 oxygen special trains
last year.

The RPF also ensured
implementation of Covid-
appropriate behaviour at
trains and stations.
Twenty-six RPF personnel
died after contracting
Covid while on duty, the
statement said. During
2021, RPF personnel saved
the lives of 601 people.

Head Constable Gyan
Chand laid down his life
while saving a woman at-
tempting to commit suicide
in March 2021 at Bharwari
Railway Station, NCR (UP).

Under "Mission Jeewan
Raksha", the RPF has saved
the lives of 1,650 people in
the last four years. RPF per-
sonnel have been awarded
with nine Jeewan Raksha
medals and one gallantry
medal by the president in
recognition of their efforts
in saving lives in the last
four years.

The Railway Protection
Force also deployed 244
"Meri Saheli" teams at
major railway stations
across India for the safety
of women. Other preven-

tive measures to ensure
security of passengers,
especially women, in-
clude train escorting,
CCTV system at 840 sta-
tions and about 4,000
coaches, women escorts
in women special subur-
ban trains, regular drives
against unauthorised
passengers in women
coaches, etc, are also
being implemented.

The RPF, which is an
immediate responder in
cases of human traffick-
ing through rail trans-
port and plays a key role
in curbing this menace,
rescued 630 people, in-
cluding 54 women, 94
girls, 81 men and 401
boys.

New Delhi, Jan 06 (PTI): 

The 30th edition of
the New Delhi World
Book Fair (NDWBF),
which was sched-
uled to be held at
Pragati Maidan
from January 8 to 16,
has been postponed
in view of the latest

DDMA guidelines imposed
following the surge in
Covid cases driven by the
fast-spreading Omicron
variant, said the organis-
ers in a statement.

The fresh dates for the
NDWBF, held online last
year due to the Covid pan-
demic, will be announced
separately, it said. irst or-
ganised in 1972, the
NDWBF was planning to
celebrate its golden jubilee
with a photo exhibition

this year.
"In view of the latest

DDMA guidelines, and the
requests made by various
stakeholders, the NDWBF
2022 has been postponed.
The fresh dates will be an-
nounced separately," said
National Book Trust
(NBT), the organiser of the
event, in the statement.

To contain the spread of
Covid, the Delhi Disaster
Management Authority
(DDMA) on Tuesday had
decided to impose a week-
end curfew in the city. The
curfew will be in effect be-
tween 10 pm on Friday
and 5 am on Monday.

The major publication
houses like Penguin
Random House India
(PRHI) and Bloomsbury,
which anyway were not
participating in the up-

coming book fair, have
welcomed the decision of
the organisers of postpon-
ing the book fair in the
present scenario.

While Krishna Naroor,
vice-president (sales and
marketing), Bloomsbury
India, said they could fore-
see the decision of post-
ponement amid the pres-
ent Covid situation;
Nandan Jha, senior vice-
president (sales and prod-
uct), PRHI commended
NBT's "timely and pru-
dent" decision to postpone
the event, keeping in mind
the current developments.

"We had discussed in de-
tail when the advertise-
ment of participation in
the fair came out last year
and took a conscious deci-
sion of not participating
as we were not sure how

things are going to unfold
amid this Covid situa-
tion," Naroor told PTI.

"The NDWF is a great
opportunity for publish-
ers to showcase their pub-
lications, and is a good
time to interact with the
customers in general ... so
yes if it takes place three-
four months down the line
and we see a sense of nor-
malcy coming back, we
too might participate," he
added.

That said, the an-
nouncement of postpone-
ment of the fair has come
as a "bit of disappoint-
ment'' for several small
publishing houses, like
Garuda Prakashan, which
had a host of book launch-
es and over half-a-dozen
author events planned for
the fair.
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A health worker arranges beds at Omandurar Super Speciality hospital as part of preparations for the expected third
wave of COVID-19, in Chennai, Thursday.

THIRD WAVE PREPARATIONS

Tourists ride on a sledge on a snow covered hill top after a fresh snowfall at Patnitop hill near Jammu-Srinagar
National Highway, about 115 km from Jammu, Thursday.

TOURISTS’ PARADISE

SC reserves order on plea
regarding EWS quota

New Delhi, Jan 06 (PTI): 

The Supreme Court on
Thursday reserved its
order on a plea related to
the Economically Weaker
Section (EWS) quota in
connection with the NEET-
PG admissions. A bench of
justices DY Chandrachud
and AS Bopanna asked the
parties to file their written
submissions for considera-
tion. "We have been hear-
ing this matter for two
days, we must start coun-
selling in national inter-
est," the bench said.

Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta told the apex court
that he would like to dispel
the confusion that there is a
change in the rules of the
game midway. "Firstly,
there is no change in the

rules of the game. The
regime which is the subject
matter of this challenge is
already implemented since
2019 except in the All India
Quota," he submitted.
Senior advocates Arvind
Datar and Shyam Divan ap-
peared in the court on be-
half of some of the candi-
dates. Senior advocate P
Wilson appeared for the
Tamil Nadu government.
The Centre had told the
apex court on Wednesday
that it would not accept a
position whereby those
falling in the OBC or the
EWS category, whether be-
fore or after the exercise of
revisiting the criterion of
Rs 8 lakh annual income,
are deprived of something
that is legitimately due to
them. The NEET-PG candi-

dates, who have challenged
a July 29, 2021 notification
for the implementation of
the OBC and the EWS quo-
tas from the 2021-22 academ-
ic year, opposed the govern-
ment's justification of ap-
plying the Rs 8 lakh income
criterion, saying no study
has been conducted on it.

Large-scale protests were
held by resident doctors of
various hospitals under the
banner of the Federation of
Resident Doctors'
Association (FORDA) in
Delhi and other parts of the
country over the delay in
the NEET-PG counselling,
which has been postponed
due to the pendency of the
case and the Centre decid-
ing to revisit the criterion
for the determination of
the EWS quota.

Kohima, Jan 06 (PTI): 

The Yimkhiung Tribal
Council (YTC) in
Nagaland intensified its
agitation on Thursday
demanding declaration
of Shamator as a district.
Shamator is currently a
subdivision in Tuensang
district.

On Thursday, the coun-
cil members held a rally
at Shamator town with
people from all age
groups, including
women, holding placards
and banners, raising slo-
gans and singing songs
in their dialect remind-
ing the government of its
assurance to the people.

As part of its intensi-
fied agitation, the YTC
has indefinitely banned
the visits of government
officials, researchers,
and tourists, both domes-
tic and international, to
Fakim Wildlife
Sanctuary, Mt Saramati,
and stone caves at Mimi
and Salomi, which fall
under Shamator.

The council has also
decided to shut down the
Likimro Hydroelectric
Project (LHEP) at
Pungro indefinitely. The
apex body of the
Yimkhuing tribe has
been holding peaceful
protest rallies for three
hours from 9 am to 12

noon daily since Monday
in areas falling under its
command to show re-
sentment to the failure of
the Nagaland govern-
ment to deliver full-
fledged district status to
Shamator which had
been assured by the gov-
ernment, YTC general
secretary S Tsuyihba
said.

Meanwhile, Additional
Deputy Commissioner of
Pungro, Abhinav
Shivam, said the LHEP is
a national asset and its
obstruction will affect
the people. The ADC also
directed the YTC to im-
mediately lift the shut-
down.

Nagaland tribal body 
intensifies agitation for 

creation of Shamator district

New Delhi World Book Fair 2022 postponed 

NEET-PG admissions

MP BJP leaders perform ritual for PM 

Ujjain, Jan 06 (PTI): 

BJP workers in Madhya
Pradesh, led by Chief
Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan and senior party
leaders, on Thursday per-
formed Mahamrityunjay
religious ritual at different
temples in the state for the
long life of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi in the
wake of lapses in his secu-
rity during Punjab visit.

Workers of the ruling
party, led by Madhya
Pradesh BJP president
Vishnu Dutt Sharma, per-
formed Mahamrityunjay
Jap' at the famous
Mahakaleshwar Temp
le in Ujjain.

Sharma and state high-

er education minister
Mohan Yadav along with
party workers took part in
the ritual that involves
chanting of vedic mantras
and prayed for the long life
of the PM at the temple
dedicated to Lord Shiva
which is also one of the 12
'Jyotirlings' in the country.

Terming the breach in
Modi's security as a con-
spiracy of the Congress,
Sharma told reporters
after the ritual , Our Prime
Minister has the blessings
of Lord Mahakal and 130
crore people of the coun-
try. Such acts won't be able
to harm him.

Such a thing has hap-
pened for the first time in
the history of the country.
It was a pre-planned con-
spiracy at the behest of the
Congress leadership.
Sharma targeted the

Congress government in
Punjab for "failing" to pro-
vide adequate security to
the Prime Minister. A simi-
lar ritual was performed at
the Gufa Mandir in Bhopal
by Chouhan. Such rituals
also took place at

Omkareshwar Temple (an-
other Jyotirling) in
Khandwa district,
Nalkheda (Bagulamukhi
Devi Temple) in Agar
Malwa district and three
temples in Indore. The
prime minister, who was

travelling by road in
Punjab on Wednesday, was
stuck on a flyover for 15-20
minutes due to a blockade
by some protesters, an inci-
dent the Union home min-
istry described as a "major
lapse" in his security.

After breach in
his security

Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan during a ceremony for the long life
of Prime Minister Narendra Modi, in Bhopal.

Soon, recharge mobiles,
pay bills at ‘RailWire’
kiosks in 200 stations
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