
Mishap
HHoosshhiiaarrppuurr:: Three mem-
bers of a wedding party
were killed and a woman
was injured when their
SUV rammed into a road-
side railing near Jandwal
on Jalandhar-Pathankot
road, police said on
Sunday. The incident
occurred on Saturday
when the victims were
returning from a wedding
function, they said. The
three deceased and the
injured woman hailed
from Naushehra Nalbanda
village, police said.

ISO certification
DDiibbrruuggaarrhh::  Dibrugarh
University in Assam has
received ISO certification,
marking its presence in
the international arena,
an official said on
Sunday. Two certificates,
bearing registration num-
bers ISO 50001:2018 and
ISO 9001:2015, have been
issued by International
Organization for
Standardization (ISO) to
the varsity, he said. The
academic and administra-
tive processes of the
Dibrugarh University
along with its infrastruc-
tural setup conform to
the standard set by ISO
for its certification, the
official said.

Seized
NNaaggppuurr:: Police on Sunday
seized banned gutkha
worth over Rs 1.5 crore
during a raid on a
godown at Risod city in
Washim district of
Maharashtra and
detained two persons, an
officer said. The raid was
conducted by crime
branch officials on a tip-
off. Gutkha pouches of
various brands were
seized during the opera-
tion, Washim superinten-
dent of police Bachchan
Singh told PTI.

Suicide
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: A 32-year-old
man allegedly died by
suicide after attacking his
wife with a surgical blade
at her mother's house in
west Delhi's Khyala area,
police on Sunday said.
The injured woman who
sustained severe injuries
in neck and face was
operated and is still
admitted in Deen Dayal
Upadhyay hospital, they
said. Constable Sudhir
from Raghubir Nagar
police chowki donated
blood for her when her
mother expressed the
need for it, police said.
Ramkumar, the woman's
husband, fled the house
after attacking his wife,
assuming she was dead,
but was later found hang-
ing at a house in UP's
Ghaziabad.

BRIEF

Tableau artists during the full
dress rehearsal of the Republic

Day Parade 2022, at the
Rajpath in New Delhi, Sunday. 
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New Delhi, Jan 23 (PTI): 

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Sunday
unveiled a hologram stat-
ue of Netaji Subhas
Chandra Bose at India
Gate on the 125th birth an-
niversary of the iconic
freedom fighter.

A grand statue, which
will be made of granite,
will replace the hologram
statue once it is completed.

The prime minister also
conferred the 'Subhas
Chandra Bose Aapda
Prabandhan Puraskar' for
the years 2019, 2020, 2021
and 2022 in the investiture
ceremony. A total of seven
awards were presented

during the ceremony. The
Union government has in-

stituted the annual award
to recognise and honour

the invaluable contribu-
tion and selfless service

rendered by individuals
and organisations in India
in the field of disaster
management.

The statue, Modi had
said earlier, will be a fit-
ting tribute to Bose's im-
mense contribution to the
freedom struggle and
would be a symbol of the
country's indebtedness to
him. The hologram statue
will be powered by a 30,000
lumens 4K projector.

An invisible, high gain,
90 percent transparent
holographic screen has
been erected in such a way
that it is not visible to visi-
tors. The 3D image of
Netaji will be projected on
it to create the effect of a
hologram, the government
has said. The size of the
hologram statue is 28 feet
in height and 6 feet in
width.

New Delhi, Jan 23: 

The Omicron variant of
COVID-19 is in the commu-
nity transmission stage in
India and it has also be-
come dominant in multiple
metros, where new cases
have been rising exponen-
tially, said Indian SARS-
CoV-2 Genomics
Consortium in its weekly
bulletin on Sunday.

"Omicron is now in com-
munity transmission stage
in India and has become
dominant in multiple met-
ros, where new cases have
been rising exponentially.
BA.2 lineage is in a substan-
tial fraction in India and S
gene dropout based screen-
ing is thus likely to give
high false negatives," it
said.

According to the report
RTPCR screening applica-
ble to all Omicron lineages,
"Tests suitable for PCR
based screening applicable
to all Omicron lineages
have been approved for
use." "While most Omicron
cases so far have been
asymptomatic or mild, hos-
pitalizations and ICU cases
have been increasing in the
current wave. The threat
level remains unchanged,"
it further said.

"The recently reported
B.1.640.2 lineage is being
monitored. There is no evi-
dence of rapid spread and
while it has features of im-
mune escape, it is currently
not a variant of concern. So
far, no case detected in
India," INSACOG added.

The bulletin also said that
the Omicron wave contin-
ues to expand globally, but
the rate of hospitalisation
during this wave is less.

INSACOG further said,
"Omicron wave continues
to expand globally, with
new highs being estab-
lished for daily infections.
The rate of hospitalisa-
tion during this wave is
much lower as compared
to the previous wave with
Delta, attributable to both
intrinsically reduced
severity with lesser
propensity to cause pneu-
monia, and higher popula-
tion immunity.

Raipur, Jan 23: 

CRPF chief Kuldiep
Singh and Chhattisgarh
Director General of Police
(DGP) Ashok Juneja on
Sunday took stock of anti-
Naxal operations at a meet-
ing of officials of the state
police and the paramilitary
force in Raipur, an official
said.

The meeting was held at
the Special Intelligence
Branch (SIB) building at the
old police headquarters
which discussed a future

course of action against ul-
tras, he said. During the
meeting, Central Reserve
Police Force (CRPF) DG
Kuldiep Singh expressed
satisfaction over the action
taken so far by security
forces (against Naxals) and
discussed a future course of
action with officials, a state-
ment issued by the
Chhattisgarh Police said.

Senior officials of the
state police and CRPF at-
tended this meeting.

The CRPF is extensively
deployed for anti-Naxal op-

erations in Chhattisgarh,
particularly in the south
Bastar region, where Naxal
activities have been going
on over the last three
decades. This meeting is
considered crucial as it took
place ahead of the TCOC
(tactical counter-offensive
campaign) which Maoists
launch every summer.

The TCOC is held every
year by Naxals when they
contact locals, recruit youth,
provide them training and
launch attacks on security
forces.

New Delhi, Jan 23 (PTI): 

The National
Commission for Scheduled
Tribes (NCST) has asked
Chhattisgarh, Telangana,
Andhra Pradesh, Odisha
and Maharashtra to submit
a report on the action taken
to identify and rehabilitate
around 5,000 tribal families
displaced from
Chhattisgarh due to left-
wing extremism.

The NCST and the Union
Tribal Affairs Ministry had
in July 2019 asked these
states to conduct a survey
to ascertain the number of
tribals displaced due to left-
wing extremism before
December 13, 2005, so that a
process could be initiated to
rehabilitate them. The
states were given three
months to complete the sur-

vey.
In October 2019, the

Union Home Ministry also
wrote to these state govern-
ments to find out how many
tribals had been displaced
from Chhattisgarh.

"We have been told the
states could not start the
survey due to COVID-19. We
issued another notice on
January 12 asking them to
furnish a report within 30
days," an NCST official
said. Tribal rights activist
Shubhranshu Chaudhary
said the Chhattisgarh gov-
ernment created the Salwa
Judum in 2005 through mo-
bilising members of local
tribes as fighters against
the Maoists.

"The state government
trained these fighters in
armed struggle and provid-
ed them with weapons.
They would vandalise the
homes and shops of sus-
pected Maoist supporters,
while Maoists would kill
those suspected of being
government informers," he
said.

New Delhi, Jan 23 (PTI): 

India's R-value which in-
dicates the rate of spread
of coronavirus has further
reduced to 1.57 in the week
from January 14-21 and
the national peak of the
third wave of the infection
is expected to come in the
next fortnight, according
to a preliminary analysis
by IIT Madras.

R-value indicates the
number of people an in-
fected person can spread
the disease to. A pandemic
is considered to end if this
value goes below 1.

According to the analy-
sis shared by IIT Madras
with PTI, the R-value was
recorded at 1.57 between
January 14 and January
21. The number was
recorded at 2.2 in the week
of January 7-13 while it
was 4 from January 1-6
and 2.9 from December 25-
31. The preliminary analy-
sis was done by computa-
tional modeling by IIT

Madras' Department of
Mathematics and Centre
of Excellence for
C o m p u t a t i o n a l
Mathematics and Data
Science headed by Prof
Neelesh S Upadhye and
Prof S Sundar.

According to the data,
the R-value of Mumbai
was 0.67, Delhi 0.98,
Chennai 1.2 and Kolkata
0.56.

Explaining further, Dr
Jayant Jha, Assistant
Professor, Department of
Mathematics, IIT Madras,
said the R-value of
Mumbai and Kolkata
shows that peak is over
there and it is becoming
endemic while for Delhi
and Chennai it is still close
to 1.

"The reason for that
could be that as per the
new ICMR guidelines they
have removed the require-
ment for contact tracing
and therefore there are
less infections as earlier,"
he told PTI.

Rewa (MP), Jan 23 (PTI): 

The Madhya Pradesh
police's Economic
Offences Wing (EOW) on
Sunday raided the premis-
es of a state government
employee in Rewa district,
and unearthed dispropor-
tionate assets worth Rs 1.5
crore from there, an offi-
cial said.

More assets are likely to
be found as the raid and
the estimation process are
underway, said Virendra
Jain, Superintendent of
Police (SP), EOW.

He said that following a
complaint about the dis-
proportionate assets and
its verification, a raid was
conducted at the premises
of Public Works
Department (PWD) time-
keeper Pannalal Shukla,
at Mada village residence
and other places. Shukla is
posted in Hanumana town
in the district. Nine land
registries, including those
in the names his son and
wife, were seized from his
places in addition to one
four-wheeler and four mo-
torcycles, he said.

‘Forgotten heroes now being remembered’
PM unveils Bose’s
hologram statue 
at India Gate

Prime Minister Narendra Modi unveils a hologram statue of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose on Parakram
Diwas, at a programme in New Delhi, Sunday.

INSACOG STUDY

‘Omicron in community
spread stage’

India logged 3,33,533 new
coronavirus infections, taking
the total tally of COVID-19
cases to 3,92,37,264, accord-
ing to the Union Health
Ministry data updated on
Sunday. The active cases
have increased to 21,87,205,
while the death toll has
climbed to 4,89,409 with 525
fresh fatalities, the data
updated at 8 am stated. The
active cases comprise 5.57
per cent of the total infec-
tions, while the national
COVID-19 recovery rate has
decreased to 93.18 per cent,
the ministry said. The daily
positivity rate was recorded
at 17.78 per cent while the
weekly positivity rate was
recorded at 16.87 per cent,
according to the ministry.

India report over 
3 lakh daily cases

CRPF chief,  DGP take stock
of anti-Naxal operationsNarayanpur, Jan 23: 

A 20-year-old Naxal, who was
allegedly involved in the
killings of at least seven securi-
ty personnel, including two
Indo-Tibetan Border Police
(ITBP) officials, was arrested in
Narayanpur district, police said
on Sunday.
The Naxal, identified as Pandru
Padami, was nabbed on
Saturday from Toyameta vil-
lage located under
Chotedonger police station lim-
its in the district, Narayanpur
Superintendent of Police (SP)
Girija Shankar Jaiswal said.
Padami is a close associate of

Naxals' Amdai Ghati area com-
mittee secretary Suresh Salam,
he said. "Padami was part of a
team that executed an inci-
dent at Kademeta village in
Narayanpur on 20 August last
year, in which an assistant
commandant of ITBP
Sudhakar Shinde and assistant
sub inspector Gurumukh Singh
attained martyrdom. In the
incident, the Naxal team also
looted an AK-47 rifle, a maga-
zine, a bulletproof jacket,
among other things. He was
also behind the blast, which
killed five security personnel
in the district last year,"
Jaiswal said.

Naxal involved in killings of several
security personnel arrested

ST panel issues notice to Ch’garh on tribals
displaced due to left-wing extremism

The NCST and the Union
Tribal Affairs Ministry had in
July 2019 asked these states
to conduct a survey to ascer-
tain the number of tribals dis-
placed due to left-wing
extremism before December
13, 2005, so that a process
could be initiated to rehabili-
tate them. The states were
given three months to com-
plete the survey. In October
2019, the Union Home
Ministry also wrote to these
state governments to find out
how many tribals had been
displaced from Chhattisgarh.

What panel said...

MP cops raid
govt employee’s

premises

IIT ANALYSIS

India’s R-value further
reduces, COVID-19 peak

likely in next 14 days
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PGCON wins accolades in 
National SNAI e conference

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jan 23: PG
College of Nursing, pre-
mier college of
Chhattisgarh state has
again won accolades in
National SNAI e confer-
ence. First prize was
bagged in poster titled
"Psychiatric  Nursing
(Infodemics and its im-
pact on mental health) to
Anjali Sahu (BSc Nursing
3rd year) and Sonam
Kujur (BSc Nursing 2nd
year), second prize to Isha
Thakur (BSc Nursing 4th
year) in online quiz com-

petition, Third prize to
Shristi Verma (BSc
Nursing 3rd year) and
Reena Mehra (BSc
Nursing 2nd year in
poster of obstetrical
Nursing (Birthing
Centres) and Third prize
to GRajshree (BSc
Nursing 4th year) and
Awantika Bharti (
BScNursing 2nd year) in
poster of Medical
Surgical Nursing (Care of
Patient in ECMO).

PG College of Nursing,
has consistently and ac-
tively been participating
in all SNAI activities

since its inception in 1986
and has always bagged
prizes in national SNAI
competitions. Behind
these achievements, the
consistent support of
Chairman of Bhilai
Education Trust (BET)
Vijay Kumar Gupta and
guidance of Principal
Prof Dr Abhilekha
Biswal, Vice Principal
Prof Dr Sreelata Pillai,
ProfDr Roja Princy, Prof
DrSreemini Pillai, Seema
Santosh (Associate
Professor) and Prerna
Rahul Bagh (SNA Advisor
of PG College Of

Nursing,Bhilai) and all
teachers have played a
major role in these excep-
tional achievements in
the conference.

This college is the pride
of Chhattisgarh which is
always committed to ex-
cellence not only inacade-
mic field but also in all-
round development of
students by participating
in co-curricular activities.
The BET management
and PG College of
Nursing collective have
congratulated the stu-
dents for their unique
achievements.

DAV Public School students brings laurels 
Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  JJaann  2233::  The Students of
DAV Public School,Sector -2,
once again brought laurels and
added one more gem to its stud-
ded crown by participating and
winning The INSPIRE AWARDS -
MANAK. 'Innovation in Science
Pursuit for Inspired Research ' as
it stands for the INSPIRE
AWARDS, is one of the flagship
programmes of Department of
Science and technology ( DST),
Government of India. Its main
aim is to motivate students in
the age group of 10-15 and
studying in classes 6 - 10.

Two of the students of DAV
Public School, Shambhavi
Pandey and Swara Kumari  (
both fromclass VI ) had been se-
lected for an INSPIRE AWARD of
Rs !0,000for the year 2021-
2022for preparation of Science
project/ model and to partici-
pate in the District Level
Exhibition & Project
Competitions( DLEPCs) to be or-

ganized by the District
Education Authority. They were
selected for  presenting their
unique and innovative ideas
which could be materialised in
the near future in a practical
way. Their ideas were nominat-
ed as the best two original ideas
by the school and were sent for
further selection to the higher
level. Both the students' original
ideas were shortlisted amongst
the top best one lakh ideas with
potential to address societal
needs through Science and

Technology by NIF. Shambhavi
Pandey ( Class VI ) presented
herself with the revolutionary
idea of having lights and buzzers
in the walking sticks of the phys-
ically challenged people which
will enable them for a more con-
venient life . On the other hand
Swara Kumari ( Class VI ) also
presented a helpful option for
those who cannot afford to have
a washing machine where the
same job can be done manually
with the help of a low priced af-
fordable stick. 

The Headmistress of the
school Priyanka Shukla, highly
appreciated the efforts of both
the children in not only putting
their innovative ideas but also for
participating and winning the IN-
SPIRE AWWARDS -MANAK. She
wished many more such glories
for both the children and stated
that they would serve as a
source of inspiration for other
students in the upcoming years.
She also congratulated the path
shower behind both the children,
the Science teacher of the school
Sanjiv Jaiswal who had been a
constant support and guide to
the two children.The objective of
this scheme of Government is to
target one million original ideas /
innovations rooted in Science
and Societal applications to fos-
ter a cultureof creativity and in-
novative thinking among school
children and both Shambhavi
Pandey and Swara Kumari of
DAV Ispat Public School,Sector-
2,Bhilai , have very well lived up
to its standards.

RCDSR organises one day
free Dental Health Camp

Central Chronicle News
BBhhiillaaii,,  JJaann  2233:: Rungta College of
Dental Sciences & Research of
Sanjay Rungta Group of
Institutions organised a one day
free dental health camp at Sector
5. This camp was organised
through health department of
Bhilai Municipal Corporation. In
that camp specialised doctor team
of RCDSR provided the dental fa-
cilities to the patients. 

Patients who visited the camp
were having cavity in tooth, Pain
and Yellowish tooth,
Malpositioned tooth etc. which
were treated by the doctor's team.
Mobile dental van of Rungta
College of Dental Sciences &
Research was available with two
dental chairs and proper equip-
ment at dental camp in which pa-
tients were treated. This van is full
of facilities that is required for the
above treatment.  Apart from den-

tal checkup people were also
made aware about the health and
dental problems and also the
problems related to the tobacco
consumption.  

In dental camp every age group
people were present for the facili-
ties provided by the camp. Around
100 patients visited the camp in
which 50 patients were provided

the dental treatment facilities like
tooth extraction and scaling.
Dental camp was organised under
the guidance of Dr Ram Tiwari
along with his team members Dr
Sunny Sikarwar, Dr Astha
Vaishnav, Dr Mayank Rai, Dr
Megha Tiwari, Dr Muskan
Chaudhari, Dr Pabitra Mondal, Dr
Kirit Rana and Dr Manisha Kumari.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jan 23: Bhilai
Municipal Corporation is
going to impose fine on the
pet owners for letting their
dogs relieve themselves in
public places. The civic
body has also launched the
drive to catch stray dogs
and conduct sterilisation.

Mayor Neeraj Pal has
initiated to control the
stray dog menace in the
city. With the efforts of
MiC member Laxmipati
Raju, stray dogs are being
caught and sent to the dog
house. Work order to catch
stray dogs has also been is-
sued.

The dogs will be caught
and kept in the dog house
and they will also be steril-
ized so that the dog popula-
tion can be controlled. The
agency has also started the

work of catching dogs.
For this work, a team of

10 people has been formed
and necessary resources
and special vehicles have
been arranged to catch the
dogs from the localities
and public places. So far
more than 50 dogs have
been caught in the city
and now these dogs will be
sterilized.

Now the corporation
will also keep an eye on
pet dogs. If a pet dog is
found pooping in public
places, then the owner
will be fined. Double fine
will have to be paid for the
repeated mistake.
Corporation Commissio-
ner Prakash Surve has is-
sued instructions to the of-
ficers in this regard.

Action will also be
taken on throwing
garbage in open and also
for spreading debris of
construction and demoli-
tion. Corporation
Commissio-ner has issued
instructions to all the zone
health officers to take
strict action on such viola-
tions.

Preparation for Swachh

Survekshan 2022 has also
intensified. Corporation
Commissioner Prakash
Surve has given instruc-
tions to all the Zone
Commissioners, Health
Officers and Zone Health
Officers that in view of
garbage free city, ODF
plus-plus star rating, work
has to be done as per the
instructions of the toolkit
issued by the Government
of India.

For this, they have to
make necessary arrange-
ments in public, commu-
nity toilets, intensive
cleaning of areas around
ponds, baron areas, open
fields, OD spots, cleaning
of drains, drain nets, sep-
tic tank cleaning etc.
According to ODF plus-
plus protocol, instructions
have been given to the offi-
cers to conduct the work.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jan 23: On
Saturday, the members of
Jan Swasthya Karmachari
Union visited Akashganga
Market in Supela and ap-
pealed to the traders and
shopkeepers to support
them. The traders ex-
pressed solidarity with the
retrenched workers of
Chandulal Chandrakar
Memorial Medical College
and extended financial
help to them.

The businessmen clear-
ly said that the health
workers of the then pri-
vate college should be
merged in health depart-
ment after the acquisi-
tion of the college by the
state government. The ag-
grieved workers are plan-
ning to form human
chain at Ambedkar
Square Power House on
January 26 and pay trib-

utes to the martyrs.
The ousted health work-

ers have maintained pa-
tience till now. The chain
hunger strike is being
staged near the Medical
College. They have
planned to launch fast-
unto-death agitation from
January 26. They are ex-

pecting that the govern-
ment will definitely pay at-
tention towards their em-
ployment. Sunita,
Santosh, Missi, Geeta
Anita, Rajkumari,
Lokeshwari, Rupesh,
Dhanush, Eklavya, Devraj,
Lalit Patnaik, Kaladas and
others were present.

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  JJaann  2233::  On the initiatives of
Home Minister Tamradhwaj Sahu,
the civic bodies of Risali and Bhilai
got 290.26 acres of land from BSP.
Home Minister managed to take
the ongoing deliberations between
the BSP management and the
District Administration to the deci-
sive end. In lieu of land transfer,
Risali Municipal Corporation hand-
ed over a cheque of Rs 215539 to
Bhilai Steel Plant in the presence of
the Home Minister. Further, anoth-
er MoU will be signed soon for the
transfer of 151 acres of land.

It needs to be mentioned here
that during the erstwhile SADA, the
process of transferring 136.56
acres of land located within the
limits of Bhilai Municipal
Corporation and 153.7 acres of land
located within the limits of Risali
Municipal Corporation. On
September 19, 1990, BSP wrote a
letter to the then District Collector
to deposit the transfer amount.

After that, the further process was
stopped. After the formation of
Risali Municipal Corporation, Home
Minister Tamradhwaj Sahu contin-
ued to hold meetings for land trans-
fer. As a result, on Saturday,
Collector Dr Sarveshwar Narendra
Bhure agreed to register 290 acres
of land in the records of Risali and
Bhilai Corporation by transferring
the amount in the presence of
BSP's Chief Executive Officer
Anirban Das Gupta, Risali Municipal
Corporation Commissioner Ashish

Dewangan, Bhilai Municipal
Corporation Deputy Commissioner
Ashok Dwivedi. Risali Municipal
Corporation Mayor Shashi Sinha,
Bhilai Mayor Neeraj Pal, Risali
Speaker Keshav Banchor and SDM
Vinay Kumar Poyam. 

The newly formed Risali
Municipal Corporation is continu-
ously demanding land from BSP for
conducting development works.
The newly constituted Risali
Municipal Corporation requires
land for office, college, hospital and

other constructions. In view of this
requirement, the Home Minister
again took a meeting in his resi-
dence late in the evening and in-
structed the officials to take imme-
diate action to transfer the 151
acres of land.

Home Minister also conducted
discussion with the BSP to provide
land for Utai Nagar Panchayat.
Sahu said that Utai Nagar
Panchayat also requires land for
development works. The land of
the bus stand also belongs to
Doomardih. He asked the BSP to
transfer the land adjoining the col-
lege and Utai police station to Utai
Nagar Panchayat.

Home Minister said that the land
which was transferred by BSP has
been handed over to the civic body.
For years the land was under the
possession of BSP. They should
make permanent and meaningful
efforts to make the land encroach-
ment-free at the earliest, so that
development work can be done ex-
peditiously.

TUs discuss pending issues of Mines employees with mgmt 
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jan 23: The em-
ployees of captive mines of
Bhilai Steel Plant are ag-
grieved with the pendency
of several issues. An
agreement with the trade
unions was signed on
January 06, 2022.
Representatives of labor
organizations affiliated to
BMS, AITUC and INTUC,
active in the captive mines
of Bhilai Steel Plant had
met the General Manager
(Personnel, Mines
Headquarters) and
General Manager
(Industrial Relations) on
January 21 and enquired
about the status of imple-
mentation of the agree-
ment.

Giving information
about this meeting,
President of Bhilai Mines
Mazdoor Association, MP
Singh said that the repre-
sentatives of the three
labor organizations met

the officials at Ispat
Bhawan and discussed the
points mentioned in the
agreement.

Giving point-wise infor-
mation in this regard, it
was told that the local
management has in-
formed the Corporate
Office on the dispute of
8% and 10% of DASA
amount and discussed it,
on which the decision is
awaited from the
Corporate Office.

As far as the DASA ar-
rears after the salary set-
tlement in the year 2012 is
concerned, the manage-
ment said that the arrears
given in the mines of RMD
have been deducted, so the
workers of Rajhara Mines
cannot be paid the same.

The representatives of
all the labor organizations
protested and said that
they have strong informa-
tion that the said amount
has not been deducted and
if it has been deducted as

per the instruc-
tions of the man-
agement, then the
m a n a g e m e n t
should produce evi-
dence.

Apart from this,
the representatives
of the labour or-
ganization also
said that if after
the salary agree-
ment of the year
2012, the employees
of the metro city
can be given the
house rent al-
lowance and its ar-
rears on the basis
of the new pay scale by the
corporate office, then why
the arrears of DASA can-
not be given to the mines
workers. On this, the man-
agement refused to have
any such order.

The TU representatives
gave a copy of the said
order to the management.
The management repre-
sentatives stated that the

arrears of DASA amount
can be paid from the year
2017.

Regarding mines al-
lowance and medical fa-
cility of contract workers,
the management in-
formed that the report
has been submitted by the
committee and soon after
taking appropriate deci-
sion and approval, the

management is commit-
ted to implement it from
the time limit mentioned
in the agreement i.e.

April 01, 2022. The rep-
resentatives of the three
labor organizations again
raised objection and stat-
ed that if the manage-
ment gives 25% of the
amount proposed by CITU
and CMSS to the contract

workers as mines
allowance, then it
will not be accept-
ed by all the three
labor organiza-
tions because all
the workers will
not only suffer loss
but it will also cre-
ate division be-
tween the workers
which will not be
beneficial for both
the company and
the workers 
as well.

Therefore, all
the three labor or-
ganizations and

contract labor organiza-
tions, stand firm on their
demand and agreement
made to provide mines al-
lowance at the rate of Rs
150/- per day equally to all
contract workers.

As far as providing
medical facilities to the
contract workers and
their dependents is con-
cerned, the management

expressed its commit-
ment and said that the re-
port submitted by the
committee is being stud-
ied and a decision will be
taken soon. Before taking
a final decision on this
issue, discussions will be
held with all labor organi-
zations and contractors if
required.

It was also said on be-
half of the representa-
tives of the labor organi-
zation that there are some
contracts which are oper-
ated from Bhilai but the
workers employed in the
said contract work in the
mines such as security
guards etc.

In such a situation, it
will be necessary for the
management to ensure
that the benefit of mines
allowance and medical fa-
cility is also available to
such employees, on which
the management assured
that all the contract work-
ers working in the mines

area will get the above
benefit and no contract
worker will be deprived of
it.

The discussion ended
in a cordial atmosphere.
On behalf of Mines
Mazdoor Union Bhilai
President MP Singh,
General Secretary Umesh
Mishra, Deputy General
Secretary Lakhanlal
Chaudhary, Nandini
Branch President Ashok
Kumar Sharma, SKMS
General Secretary
Kawaljit Singh Maan;
MMWU President
Tilkaram Mankar, Office
Secretary Dinesh Kumar
and INTUC State
Organization Secretary
Abhay Singh were pres-
ent. On behalf of BSP
Management, General
Manager (Mines
Headquarters) Suraj
Kumar Soni and General
Manager (Industrial
Relations Department)
JN Thakur were present.

BSP transfers 290 acres of land to 
civic bodies of Bhilai and Risali

Agitating health workers seek 
support from Akashganga traders

BMC getting tough on dog poop 

Other topics discussed
in the meeting 

Home Minister discussed vari-
ous other issues with the BSP
management during this meeting.
He asked the BSP management to
take token money instead of
charging rent for School No 34
building which is being used as
temporary office of Risali
Municipal Corporation. He asked
the BSP officials to provide a list of
types of work that BSP conducts
under its CSR activities. He further
said that BSP should provide per-
manent electricity connection in
public toilets; allotment of houses
on token money for Mayor's resi-
dence, Commissioner's residence
and guest house, etc. He asked the
BSP officials to provide NoC for
beautification of Rajiv Gandhi
Square (DPS Risali). Home
Minister opined that the Bhilai and
Risali Municipal Corporation along
with BSP should explore an effec-
tive system of city sanitation in
township area. 
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Farmers of 27 villages to take out tractor rally in Nava Raipur

Raipur, Jan 23: Farmers
who are agitating by setting
up tent in front of the Nava
Raipur Development
Authority (NRDA) building
for the last 21 days have
made preparations for a
show of strength on the oc-
casion of Republic Day. The
agitating farmers of Nava
Raipur are going to take out
a tractor rally on 26
January.

Rupan Chandrakar, presi-
dent of the new Rajdhani
Pratik Kisan Kalyan Samiti,

who is leading the agitation,
said that it was decided to
take out a tractor rally on 26
January. This information
will also be given to the ad-
ministration. All tractors of
villages will be on the roads
of Nava Raipur. Rupan
Chandrakar claimed that
500 to one thousand tractors
would be mobilised in this
rally. Through this rally, the
agitators want to show their
solidarity with the farmers’
demands. This rally is in-
spired by the tractor rally
that started from the bor-
ders of Delhi on the last
Republic Day. The agitating
farmers told that people of
27 villages of Nava Raipur
area will celebrate Republic

Day at the protest site itself.
There will be a cultural pro-
gramme and sweets will be
distributed. Farmers are
starting the programme
with the national anthem
every day at the movement
site.

The farmers are agitat-
ing on following demands:

Provision of allotment of
horticulture, residential
and commercial plots at
free of cost in proportion
to the acquired land ac-
cording to the Nava
Raipur Rehabilitation
Scheme The land owners
have not received compen-
sation in the award made
under the Land
Acquisition Act and that

they should get compensa-
tion 4 times the market
value Distribution of
patta of rural settlement
in Nava Raipur area

Annuity amount should
be fully allocated

Under the
Rehabilitation Package
2013, 1200 sq. ft. plot
should be given to all
adults

Ban on purchase and
sale of land from the year
2005 should be removed
immediately Provision
should be made to give the
sheds, platforms, shops,
commercial premises ad-
jacent to the population at
cost price to 75% of the af-
fected people.

Healthcare facilities in Chhattisgarh set a new record

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jan 23: With the
expansion of health serv-
ices, Chhattisgarh is set-
ting new records, on the
same page ACI (Advance
Cardiac Institute) located
at Pandit Jawaharlal
Memorial Medical
College, Raipur, has treat-
ed a total of 22 cases in
electrophysiology treat-
ment and ranks 5th in
country along with ker-
ala. It is worth noting
that the top 3 hospitals in
this list are from Jammu
and Kashmir, while
Chandigarh is at fourth
place and Advanced
Cardiac Institute of
Pandit Jawaharlal
Nehru Memorial
Medical College in
Chhattisgarh and
Pariyaram Medical

College in Kerala has
got the fifth place. It is a
matter of pride for
Chhattisgarh to get this
place in the country in
matter of treatment re-
lated to heart disease,
the study of electrophys-
iology was started in the
year 2016 at Pandit
Jawaharlal Nehru
Memorial Medical
College located in the
state capital. About 70
patients have been treat-
ed so far since the facili-
ty was started.

How does electro-
physiology treatment
work, how do patients
get facilities?

Electrophysiology
refers to the study of
“electro” ie
electricity/energy and
“physiology” means the
study of the activity of
heart. The Advanced
Cardiac Institute locat-
ed in the capital is
equipped with state of
the art facilities for this
complex treatment, how
patients benefit with

these facilities is ex-
tremely useful.
Physicians associated
with this institute told
that in common parl-
ance, if we assume that
the heart works like a
motor, then it basically
has two functions.

The first is that the
heart pumps so that the
blood circulates in the
body and secondly, the
structure inside it (ar-
teries) which conducts
electricity/energy to
run the heart properly,
when these arteries lo-
cated inside the heart if
any problem arises
there then the heart
beats too fast or be-
comes too slow. For the
treatment of this prob-
lem, in the Advance
Cardiac Institute, the
problem is first detected
and mapped (mapping
or electrophysiology
study) is made, then the
problem is diagnosed by
reaching the heart
through the thigh vein.

With the help of state

of the art equipment in
this complex treatment,
Advance Cardiac
Institute has set a new
record by treating 22 pa-
tients in last year.
Significantly, for these
treatments, 3D EPS
(Electrophysiolo g y
Mapping Machine) is
being used in the
Advanced Cardiac
Institute, this state-of-
the-art machine used for
mapping in electrophys-
iology is rarely avail-
able. Apart from Raipur,
patients are able to get
the benefit of this facili-
ty only in Jammu and
Kashmir and Lucknow
(U.P.).

The country’s third
state of the art machine
is available at ACI,
Raipur, using this ma-
chine to diagnose the
common heart rate
problem as well as those
complex problems by
the doctors of ACI,
which is possible only in
selected hospitals of the
country.

Singhdeo seeks permission for genome
sequencing lab in Chhattisgarh

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jan 23: State
Health Minister TS
Singhdeo recently spoke
to Union Health Minister
Mansukh Mandaviya
over phone. He expressed
concern over the cases of
Omicron and told the
Union Health Minister
that Chhattisgarh was
still dependent on the
Genome Sequencing Lab
in Bhubaneswar for the
detection of Omicron in-
fection.

Singhdeo asked the
Union Health Minister
Mansukh Mandaviya to
grant permission for set-
ting up of Genome
Sequencing Lab in the
state and said that it
would be important for
the state in future as
well.

The Union Health
Minister assured that a
decision will be taken on
this subject soon. Apart
from this, there was a de-
tailed discussion be-
tween the Union Health
Minister Mandaviya and
the State Health Minister
Singhdeo on the increas-
ing cases of corona, the
status of vaccination in
the state and other im-
portant topics.

Chhattisgarh sees 5,661 COVID-19 cases,
11 deaths; positivity rate now 11.76 pc

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jan 23:
Chhattisgarh’s COVID-19
count reached 10,91,868 on
Saturday with the addi-
tion of 5,661 cases, while
the toll stood at 13,716 after
11 patients succumbed to
the infection, an official
said.

The state’s positivity
rate, or cases detected per
100 tests, was 11.76 per
cent, he said.

The number of recover-
ies reached 10,46,971 after
245 people were dis-
charged from hospitals
and 4,980 completed home
isolation during the day,
leaving the state with
31,181 active cases, he said.

“Raipur district report-

ed 1,789 new cases, taking
the caseload to 1,83,020, in-
cluding 3,173 deaths. The
district has 8,265 active
cases. Durg saw 690 cases,
followed by Raigarh 390,
Bilaspur 331, Janjgir-
Champa 294, Rajnandgaon
222 and Korba 196, among
other districts,” he said.

With 48,128 samples
being examined during
the day, the number of
COVID-19 tests in the state
went up to 1,59,19,874, the
official added.
Chhattisgarh’s coron-
avirus figures are as fol-
lows: Positive cases
10,91,868, new cases 5,661,
death toll 13,716, recovered
10,46,971, active cases
31,181, today tests 48,128,
total tests 1,59,19,874.

Police arrests two bike-borne
robbers for snatching cash

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jan 23: Kharora
police on Sunday arrested
two robbers who had
robbed an elderly man mo-
ments after he came out of
a bank withdrawing cash
amount of Rs 49000.

According to police,
complainant Tijram
Dewangan is a native of
village Keshla. On
January 21 he had come to
Jila Sahakari Bank at
Kharora. Coming out of
the bank, he collected the
cash along with the pass-
book and headed walking

towards the nearby
Tigadda Chowk.

However the moment he
was about to reach the
Tigadda Chowk, two
unidentified bikers came
rushing from behind and
in a flash one of them
snatched the towel carry-
ing the cash and they in-
stantly fled from there.

The incident was soon
complained to police after
an offence was registered
under Section 365, 379, 34
IPC against unidentified
snatchers and soon an in-
vestigation was launched
which was revealed that
Tilda-Newra resident
Jitendra Saanwra. Police
then detained the suspect
and brought him to police
station where he soon con-

fessed of committing the
robbery along with his ac-
complice Sukhau
Saanwra. Police then ar-
rested Sukhau as well and
also recovered the entire
cash amount robbed.

CRPF DG meets CM

Raipur, Jan 23: The
Director General of
CRPF, Kuldeep Singh,
had a courtesy call on
Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel at his
residence office here
today. Additional
Chief Secretary
Subrat Sahoo,

Director General of
Police Ashok Juneja,
Special Director
General of CRPF
Zulfikar Hasan, ADG
Nitin Agarwal, IG
Saket, DIG AK Singh
and other senior offi-
cers were present on
the occasion.

Notorious thief arrested for stealing cash in Mana
Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jan 23: Mana po-
lice in association of
Raipur Police Cyber Cell
on Sunday arrested a noto-
rious burglar who had
stolen cash Rs 3.50 lakh by
breaking open a wholesale
vegetable shop in Doomar-
Tarai locality.

According to police,
complainant Rajesh
Sonkar owns a shop num-
ber B/30 in the wholesale
market. On the afternoon
of January 12 he put in
cash amount of Rs 3.50
lakh in the locker of an
almirah in his shop after
which locked safely and re-
turned to his home.
However on the wee hours

of January 13, arrived to
open his business for the
he found the hop’s shutter
broken and the locals were
missing. Further entering
inside, he found the almi-
rah too was broken open
and locker was also bro-
ken from where the total
cash amount was missing
as well.

The burglary was soon
complained in Mana po-
lice station where police
registered an offence
under Section 457, 380 IPC
against unidentified bur-
glar and investigation
was initiated immediate-
ly. In the process of inves-
tigation, police obtained
vital CCTV footages and
the minute scrutiny led

police to notorious bur-
glar Mohammad who
had been arrested for
several times for com-
mitting burglary in the
past. Police then followed
him discreetly and it was
revealed that he had
been lavishly spending
since last few days.
Police then immediately
detained Akbar and
brought him to police
station for further inter-
rogation. After denying
of committing any
crime, he ultimately con-
fessed his crime and took
police to his house from
where police recovered
Rs 1,24,600 from his pos-
session. Police is now in-
vestigating the further.

Train youth on various trades according
to demand of industries, market: Baghel

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jan 23: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
has said that youth should
be prepared for employ-
ment through training
and made proficient in
various trades as per the
demand of industries and
market. Chairing the first
meeting of Chhattisgarh
Employment Mission at
his residence office here
today he said that produc-
tion should be done ac-
cording to the market de-
mand in the Rural
Industrial Park estab-
lished in rural areas. He
also called for seeking co-
operation of the higher
technical institutions in
Chhattisgarh for enhanc-
ing the quality and certifi-
cation of these products.

Detailed discussions
were held regarding the
nature and functioning of
the employment mission.
He directed to work expe-
ditiously towards the cre-
ation of new employment
opportunities and to re-
view the work of the

Employment Mission reg-
ularly. Chhattisgarh
Employment Mission has
been set up by the state
government with the aim
of creating 12 to 15 lakh
new employment opportu-
nities in the state in the
next five years. The Chief
Minister inaugurated the
state level office of
C h h a t t i s g a r h
Employment Mission in
the capital Raipur through
video conferencing on the
occasion of Netaji
Subhash Chandra Bose’s
birth anniversary. Higher
Education, Sports and
Youth Welfare Minister
and Working President of
C h h a t t i s g a r h
Employment Mission
Umesh Patel, Chief
Secretary and Vice-
Chairman of
C h h a t t i s g a r h
Employment Mission
Amitabh Jain were pres-
ent along with senior offi-
cials.

Chief Minister The
Chief Minister also sought
suggestions of IIT, IIM,
IIIT and NIT directors re-

garding employment gen-
eration. He said that high-
er educational institutions
should come forward for
certification and standard-
ization of products from
rural areas of
Chhattisgarh. He urged
these institutions to coop-
erate in bringing new
startups as well as reputed
companies of the country
to Chhattisgarh.
According to him good op-
portunities will be created
for the highly educated
youth of Chhattisgarh in
the state itself with the ar-
rival of such companies.

The Chief Minister said
that according to the needs
of local industries, youth
should be trained in vari-
ous trades and their skills
should be upgraded, so
that they can be easily em-
ployed in industries.
Similarly, in the areas
where new industries are
to be set up, the youth of
that area should be sur-
veyed and upgraded ac-
cording to their education-
al qualification and the
needs of the upcoming in-

dustries. He said that sur-
vey of youth would be
done through collectors in
the areas where new in-
dustries are to be set up.
According to their educa-
tional qualification,
arrangements will be
made for training of youth
in various trades in it is
and Livelihood Colleges.
The Chief Minister also
asked the officers to con-
duct a survey in the mar-
kets of urban areas to see
which products are well
consumed. On the basis of
the survey, such products
should be produced in the
Rural Industrial Park
being developed in
Gouthans (cow-shelters).

Principal Secretary
Skill Development,
Technical Education,
Employment and Chief
Executive Officer of
C h h a t t i s g a r h
Employment Mission, Dr
Alok Shukla gave a pres-
entation on Chhattisgarh
Employment Mission in
the meeting. He informed
that employment opportu-
nities have been created

on a large scale in
Chhattisgarh with the
progress of agriculture
sector, rural industrial
park in Gouthans, Godhan
Nyay Yojana, collection
and value addition of
minor forest produce.
According to him a large
number of people have
also got employment in
government and private
sector and as a result the
unemployment rate in
Chhattisgarh has come
down to just 2.1 percent.

Additional Chief
Secretary Subrat Sahoo,
Finance Secretary
Alarmelmangai D,
Secretary to Chief
Minister Siddharth Komal
Pardeshi, Dr S Bharti
Dasan, Director Industries
Anil Tuteja, IIM Director
Bharat Bhaskar, IIT Bhilai
Director Rajat Moona, IIIT
Nava Raipur Director
Pradeep Kumar Sinha,
NIT Professor Manoj
Kumar and Deputy
Secretary to the Chief
Minister Ms Soumya
Chaurasia were also 
present.

Claim to mobilise
more than 500 
tractors

ACI gets 5th place
along with Kerala in
electrophysiology
treatment

Emphasises cre-
ation of a better
eco-system for
startups to make
available opportu-
nities for youth

From elderly man
while coming 
out a bank

Two bikes lifted
Raipur: Unidentified
lifters escaped with two
bikes from separate police
station areas during last
24-hours. The first one, a
Honda Activa bike CG04-
LE-0213, was lifted from
outside Shahid Smarak
Complex where it was
parked by the owner
Bhavish Thakur. The lift-
ing was later complained
in Moudhapara police sta-
tion. The next one, also a
Honda Activa bike CG04-
KC-8457 from near Nagar
Nigam Colony where it
was parked by owner
Govind Agrawal near
Agrasen Chowk. The lift-
ing was later complained
in Azad Chowk police sta-
tion. Respective police sta-
tions have since registered
under Section 379 IPC
against unidentified lifters
and further investigations
are now underway.

One arrested under
Arms Act

RRaaiippuurr::  Devendra Nagar
police on Saturday night
arrested a man from near
parking Pandri Cloth Stores
where he nabbed terroriz-
ing the locals armed with a
knife. Identified as Samir
Khan, the accused was
taken to police station
where he was arrested
under Section 25, 27 of
Arms Act.

Discusses various
other issues with
Union Health
Minister 

Raipur, Jan 23: Netaji
Subhash Chandra Bose
was the real hero of the
country’s independence
movement. His spirit of
sacrifice towards the na-
tion gave a completely
new direction and contri-
bution to the Indian inde-
pendence movement. His
dedication towards the
nation, strong feeling of
seeing the country free
and his indomitable
courageous steps had in-
fused a new energy and
enthusiasm in the coun-
try at that time. Governor
Ms. Anusuiya Uikey said
this in her address.
Governor participated in

Netaji Subhash Chandra
Bose program organized
in Chhindwara district of
Madhya Pradesh. In the
program, 21 personalities
were honoured by the
‘Hum Parivar’. Governor
Ms. Uikey said that we ap-
preciated the work done
by the Foundation.
Governor remembered
the freedom fighters of
Chhindwara. She remem-

bered all the fighters
about whom people are
not aware. She said that a
memorial should be made
at the birth place of such
people. The Governor said
that Republic Day celebra-
tions are being started
from the birth anniver-
sary of Netaji Subhas
Chandra Bose on
January 23rd. His birth
anniversary will be cele-

brated as ‘Parakram
Diwas’.

The Governor said that
Netaji had a vision and
prepared a strategy to
make the country inde-
pendent. For this he also
left the country.
Nationalist leader Rash
Behari Bose handed over
the command of Azad
Hind Fauj to Netaji
Subhash Chandra Bose.
Under his leadership,
Azad Hind Fauj was given
an organized form. In the
program, the soldiers of
the 1971 wars and the tal-
ents who achieved
achievements in various
fields were felicitated.

Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose was real hero
of the freedom movement: Uikey
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BJP demands to increase the paddy purchase limit time
Central Chronicle News

Kharora, Jan 23: The
state government has al-
ready given only 2 months
time to purchase paddy
from farmers, in which
the deadline has been
fixed from 1st December
2021 -31st January
2022.BJP state environ-
ment in-charge and for-
mer IAS Ganesh Shankar
Mishra said in a press con-
ference that the state gov-
ernment is insensitive to-
wards the farmers, and the
condition of the farmers
in the state is very bad.
Under the Prime
Minister’s Fasal Bima
Yojana, compensation
should be given to the
farmers with the state gov-
ernment. There is not
enough money to build a
warehouse for this and
crores of paddy is getting
spoiled in the paddy pro-

curement centers itself, he
alleged. The state’s money
is being wasted like water
in the Uttar Pradesh elec-
tions and the farmers of
the state are dissatisfied
with the state government
and there is resentment
among them he said. On
the occasion, Dr. Gulab
Singh Tikriha State

Working Committee mem-
ber, and Railway Board
member Anil Nayak
District President Kisan
M o r c h a ; R a j k u m a r
Thakur Treasurer Kisan
Morcha; Anil Soni
President Nagar
Panchayat Ghanshyam
Chandrakar General
Secretary BJP Chhagan

Yadav Vice President;
Domar Verma Vice
President Mati Kevara
Verma Vice President;
Shri Ramesh Baghel
Senior Activist; Murli
Verma Social Media
Incharge; CITU Bhatia
President Minority;
Eknath Patil (MP
Representative Kharora
Nagar); Vikas Thakur
Pradesh Social Media
Member Yuva Morcha;
Sarju Sahu Sarpanch
M o h e r e n g a ; Yo g e s h
Chandrakar President
Society Farhada; Deepak
Dhankar office in-charge;
Gajendra Verma District
Executive Member
Backward Front; Lekhu
Sen booth president
Mohrenga; Maruti Verma
Minister Backward
Classes Front; Santosh
Kurre Sarpanch Raikheda
were present.

Maoist surrenders

Central Chronicle News

Konta, Jan 23: Under the
Naxal eradication cam-
paign being run on the di-

rection of senior officers in
the district, and “Poona
Narkom Campaign” being
run by Sukma Police,
Naxalite Madkam Ganga fa-

ther Madkam Joga (Militia
member) associated with
banned Naxalite organiza-
tion, age 25 years resident
village Bagdeguda,
Kannapara police station
Chintagufa Kuldeep
Kumar, Deputy
Commandant 02 Corps
CRPF, Parmeshwar
Tilakwar surrendered with-
out arms in front of Police
Sub-Divisional Officer
Sukma by District Sukma
on Saturday in Naxal Ops
Office Sukma.

Bastar MP Deepak Baij gives message of cleanliness
Central Chronicle News

Konta/Sukma, Jan 23:
Cleanliness is not neces-
sary only for our house till
the road. This is the need
of the country and the na-
tion. With this, not only
our house, courtyard will
remain clean, the whole
country will remain clean.
In view of this, with the
aim of making the general
public aware of cleanli-
ness in Sukma
Municipality area, public
representatives are giving
the message of cleanliness

in every ward of the city.
In the same vein, on
Saturday Bastar MP

Deepak Baij encouraged
the people of Sukma
Nagar along with the peo-

ple’s representatives to
make Sukma a dirt free
city by cleaning the ward
number-13 of Shabri
Nagar.

To make people aware of
cleanliness under the
cleanliness survey cam-
paign, Bastar MP Deepak
Baij made people aware of
cleanliness by cleaning the
ward. He said that only
by keeping the city clean,
citizens can enjoy a
healthy lifestyle. It is
everyone’s responsibility
to maintain cleanliness
around them. Baij ap-

pealed to the ward resi-
dents to make their impor-
tant contribution in the
cleanliness survey cam-
paign by visiting the hous-
es and shops and dis-
cussing with the people.

During this, former
District Congress
President Karan Singh
Deo, NAPA President
Jagannath Sahu, CMO
Ashish Korram, Councilor
Mrs. Padma Jaiswal, in-
cluding public representa-
tives and dignitaries, a
large number of common
people also participated.

Jinisha aces the minutes of Kathak form of dance
Central Chronicle News

Fingeshwar, Jan 22:
The bereavement of
Kathak Maestro Padma
Vibhushan Birju
Maharaj has shocked
not only the Kathak
dance fraternity, but
also all art lovers in dif-
ferent forms.
Chhattisgarh State has
thousands of children
learning this dance
form from a very small
stage, and one such bud-
ding Kathak artist from
the region is Jinisha
Ptani, who is learning

the much worshiped
dance form, under
Guru Upasana Tiwari,
a well known Kathak
exponent from the
State of Chhattisgarh.

Jinsiha started learn-
ing dance at a young
age of seven, and till
date she has bagged
many prizes, namely
Aida Solo Dance com-
petition 2016, 2017, 2011
and Ekal Utkal Yuva
Cultural Association
and many more.
Jinisha is daughter of
Pankaj and Neha
Patni.

APS celebrates Netaji Bose’s Jayanti 

Central Chronicle News

Bemetara, Jan 23: Allons
Public School commemo-
rated the birth anniver-
sary of Netaji who illumi-
nated thousands of en-
slaved people of India by
giving them the right way
to strive for freedom. He
stirred courage in their
dreams of being free and
made them realize that
these fetters of slavery
must be broken to give a
free India to post genera-
tion because this liability
lies on them. He was a
leader who are born once
in a century. The flames
that he ignited swallowed
the entire nation in it and
every Indian developed the
nerve to sacrifice their
present for the future of
the country.

The Chairman of the
school, Kamaljeet Arora
reminded the audience of
the footsteps Netaji has
left behind  to be walked
over  by every Indian.
Netaji believed in the de-
velopment of four quali-
ties in every Indian who
wanted to contribute to
India’s freedom which
were: Physical Strength,
Unity, Strong Nerve and
Patriotism. Without hav-
ing these qualities the de-

sire to contribute to the na-
tion’s freedom would just
remain an unaccom-
plisheddesire, he added.
Now that India is free of
Britishers we need not rest
as the task is still not fin-
ished. We need to have that
flame consistently burn-
ing to eradicate the root
causes of hunger and in-
justice in our nation and
we need to feel account-
able for vanishing them,
he urged.

Principal-Dr. Satyajit
Hota addressed the divine
soul as the messenger of
peace who wanted to
spread a message that
peace and harmony can
only be brought through
chaos and a battle needs to
be aired for quenching the
thirst of freedom. In his
commemorative words for
Netaji he told that each
one of us have those in-
nate qualities that Netaji
awoke in him. We just
need to have a vision to
awake those qualities.
Submissive behaviour is
the cause of suffering, you
need to snatch away what
is yours, believed Netaji.
One individual may die
for an idea, but that idea
will, after his death, incar-
nate itself in a thousand
lives by making brave

deeds and heroic exploits.
He narrated a number of
anecdotes from the life of
Netaji and urged the stu-
dents to adopt his ideals.
He kindled the fire of pa-
triotism with battle cries
of ‘Give me blood and I
will give you freedom’ and
‘InquilabJindabad.’

NishuNema BST.
teacher of the school
thrilled the audience with
her  wonderful recital of
a poem on Netaji
Subhashchandra Bose.

Earlier, the program
was inaugurated by gar-
landing Subhash ji’s oil
painting and lighting the
lamp. After this the meet-
ing place reverberated
with the slogans of Jai
Hind and Subhash Amar
Rahe. After that Samresh
Mohanty (Class-1), Purvi
Soni (Class-3), Mrigank
Ranjan Swai (Class-7),
Rupanshu Anand (Class-
10), shed light on the per-
sonality and work of
Subhash ji. Listening to
which the students of all
classes took firm pledges
to build their future. Isha
Kale (Class-8), Manshi
(Class-7) presented dances
and students of (Class-9)
showed the spirit of patri-
otism through short
plays. Anchoring done by
Sarthak and Ashish of
(Class-11) was much ap-
preciated by teachers and
students.

In the birth anniver-
sary celebrations, school
director Pushkal Arora,
school administrator
Sunil Sharma, teachers
and students were pres-
ent.

Umesh Patel to be the working president of
Chhattisgarh Employment Mission

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jan 23:
According to the instruc-
tions of Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel, the
Minister of Higher
Education, Skill
Development, Technical
Education, Employment,
Science and Technology
and Sports and Youth
Welfare Mr. Umesh Patel
has been made the work-
ing president of the
newly formed
C h h a t t i s g a r h
Employment Mission. In
this regard, Chief
Minister Baghel has di-
rected the Chief
Secretary to issue orders
immediately. It is worth
mentioning that in order
to create 15 lakh new em-
ployment opportunities
in Chhattisgarh in the
next five years, the state

government has taken an
important decision to
constitute Chhattisgarh
Employment Mission
headed by Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel. For the
first time in the country,
employment mission has
been envisaged in
Chhattisgarh to connect
the people in the state
with economic activities
and for their economic
empowerment. This mis-
sion will work to create
new employment oppor-
tunities according to the
circumstances of the
state and districts. For
this work Chhattisgarh
Employment Mission has
been formed under the
chairmanship of Chief
Minister Bhupesh
Baghel. By establishing
coordination between all
the important depart-
ments related to employ-
ment, this mission will
help in exploring new em-
ployment opportunities
as well as operating them.
The Chief Secretary has
been made the Vice-
Chairman of this mis-
sion. The Chief

Executive Officer has
been appointed to con-
duct the work of this mis-
sion systematically.
Through the
Employment Mission,
the target is to create 15
lakh new employment op-
portunities in the next 5
years.

This mission will take
policy decisions related
to promotion of employ-
ment and make recom-
mendations wherever
necessary provisions are
required to be made in
the industrial policy and
other rules of the state.
Sectors will be identified
for employment in all the
districts. In these, along
with traditional opportu-
nities, new employment
opportunities will be
identified. Skill develop-
ment will be arranged for
the youth who are inter-
ested in employment.
Employment parks will
also be set up in the dis-
tricts where such units
will be set up. Apart from
government purchase of
finished products in
rural industrial parks,

arrangements will be
made for sale in the open
market. Keeping in view
the possibilities of new
employment in service
sectors, arrangements
will be made for skill
training of youth in these
activities. Employment
Mission IITs, IIMs to cre-
ate new employment op-
portunities.

And along with con-
ducting research activi-
ties to enhance the quali-
ty of Chhattisgarh’s prod-
ucts from agricultural
universities, it will also
help in providing incen-
tives and marketing strat-
egy and credit facilities to
new start-ups. To in-
crease employment activ-
ities, activities will be
identified for employ-
ment generation in all the
districts according to the
conditions there. Action
plan will be prepared at
district level in 10 to 20 ac-
tivities identified. The ac-
tion plan will be prepared
for both short term and
long term. Guidelines
have been given to all the
district collectors for this.

Paddy will now be purchased
on support price till February 7

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jan 23: Chief
Secretary Amitabh Jain
held a virtual review meet-
ing of paddy procurement
held with all the divisional
commissioners and collec-
tors of the state. Jain told
the officials that the State

Government has decided
to procure paddy from
farmers till February 7,
taking the process of pro-
curement of paddy ahead
by a week. Earlier, paddy
was to be procured by
January 31. Now till
February 7, the procure-
ment of paddy should be
done smoothly from the
farmers.

Token distribution
should be done systemati-
cally to the farmers who
have not sold paddy. Jain
has also said that full lift-
ing of paddy from all co-
operative societies of the
state should be done by
April 15. For this, moni-
toring of paddy lifting

process should be started
from now. Chief
Secretary  Amitabh Jain
has asked all the
D i v i s i o n a l
Commissioners and
Collectors to keep a con-
stant vigil on illegal
transportation of paddy
in the border districts.
The disputed persons
who have been involved
in this work in the past
have been asked to keep a
strict vigil. The informa-
tion about the area of the
farmers whose paddy has
been fully procured from
the registered area should
be entered in the registra-
tion portal. He also direct-
ed to conduct an audit of

the rejected rice lots in
the Civil Supplies
Corporation and review it
weekly. Mr. Jain has given
a target of depositing 30
thousand metric tonnes
of rice per day to the dis-
tricts in the FCI from
January 31 onwards.

He has said that this
work will be completed by
making maximum use of
milling capacity. The col-
lectors apprised the Chief
Secretary about the prob-
lems of the districts com-
ing in relation to paddy
procurement, lifting and
transportation. State level
officers have been in-
structed to solve these
problems. Additional
Chief Secretary Subrat
Sahoo, Secretary Food
Department, Topeshwar
Verma, Managing
Director Civil Supplies
Corporation, Niranjan
Das, Special Secretary
and Nodal Officer Manoj
Soni were present in the
meeting.

An unsung hero who still rule hearts
Raipur, Jan 23: Post inde-
pendence, India faced enor-
mous challenge posed by
many of its adversaries
who waged wars to en-
croach upon what rightfully
belonged to us and endan-
ger the territorial sanctity
of our nation. However, the
brave and unfettered soldier
of our armed forces stood
their ground to weather and
repulse all attacks and suc-
cessfully defend every inch
of our soil.

As a build up to the 73rd
Republic Day, we pay an ode
to the brave hearts of the de-
fence forces who stand as
the first line of defence in
guarding and protecting the
frontiers of our nation with
utmost dedication and self-
less duty. The glacial
heights of the ice-covered
Siachen, the lofty peaks of
the Himalayas do not deter
his spirit one bit. When we
have a sound sleep, he
stands vigilant and alert
day in and day out 24*7 to
protect the last frontiers of
our nation... The spine chill-
ing icy winds in the tree-less
desert of Ladakh does not
deter his courage, the shim-
mering heat of the Thar

desert does not hamper his
morale, nor do the rain-
drenches jungles in the Far
East. He stays calm and
composed to serve our na-
tion and is undoubtedly our
unsung hero - The Soldier.

This is a story of a brave
soldier of the city, who
served the India Army.
Along with facing the ene-
mies in Kargil, he has par-
ticipated and successfully
completed few other Big
Projects of the Indian Army
with bravery and enthusi-
asm.

Naib Subedar Nilendu
Bhattacharya, a resident of

Dharmanagar, Tripura,
joined the Indian Army in
Silchar (Assam). After tak-
ing training from Jabalpur
(MP) Training center in the
year 1985, he first got a
chance to serve in
Pathankot (Punjab). He got
an opportunity to serve in
NSG (National Security
Guard) Black Cat
Commando from 1997 to
2000. At the same time he
got a chance to kill the ene-
mies in Kargil War in the
year 1999. He fought the
Kargil War with great
bravery and courage. In
the darkness of night he

killed the terrorists at the
place called Naclana while
he was suffering from a
bullet injury for 48 hours.
Naib Subedar was award-
ed many titles and hon-
oured by the Indian Army
Chief for his extraordi-
nary bravery in the Kargil
war.

Throughout his 26
years of working life he
has worked in different
places and he always gave
his best of service. He has
completed every job with
great success. This soldier
retired from Babina Cantt.
(Jhansi) in 2011. His will-

ingness to serve for the
country was so high that
after retirement, he took
one step further and joined
Indian Railways in 2011 at
Raipur division. Since that
day he has been perform-
ing his duties in the most
important Signal
Department of Indian
Railways with utmost
honesty and in a different
way. Every staff of the de-
partment considers them-
selves lucky to have the op-
portunity to work with
such a great fighter. But in
the words of the Great
Fighter himself, his wife,
Mrs. Jaba Bhattacharya
has always been support-
ive and handled difficult
situations with a smile. He
always thanks his wife for
giving him strength and
standing by his side in this
difficult situation of his
life. The fraternity as a
whole convey their re-
gards to the great soldier
and would like to empha-
sise that, there are many
great soldiers in our coun-
try who never came in the
limelight but served for the
country with their honesty,
dedication and passion.

Chief Secretary
instructed the
Divisional
Commissioners
and Collectors to
get the procure-
ment process done
smoothly

Target to create 15
lakh new employ-
ment opportunities
in next five years in
Chhattisgarh

Naib Subedar N Bhattacharya Naib Subedar working with S&T.

Minister Guru
Rudrakumar 
to hoist flag 
at Mungeli

Raipur, Jan 23: State
Public Health
Engineering and
Village Industries
Minister Guru
Rudrakumar will hoist
the flag in Mungeli dis-
trict on Republic Day
on January 26.
According to the infor-
mation received from
the district headquar-
ters, the minister in
charge of the district,
Guru Rudrakumar,
will unfurl the national
flag at Dr. Shyama
Prasad Mukherjee
Stadium at 09 am and
will read the Chief
Minister’s message to
the public. After this he
will honour the martyr
families at 9.20 am.
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Dongargarh, Jan 23: In
order to provide basic fa-
cilities to the Bangladeshi
refugees who were deport-
ed to Dongargarh in 1974, a
delegation of
Chhattisgarh Jan Sewa
Sanghatan (CJSS) along
with family members of
refugees met SDM and
submitted him a memo-
randum.

During discussions with
SDM, Congress leader
Anil Meshram put forth
the views on behalf of the
MLA in favour of the
refugee families and on
which the SDM assured to
extend all possible help
soon.

In the memorandum
submitted, it was men-
tioned that the GoI has is-
sued instructions to pro-
vide house and shops to
refugees and 5 acre land to
each family for farming /
agriculture work and
other basic amenities.

In this context the then
District Collector of 1974
has taken action to pro-
vide necessary facilities to

16 Bangladeshi refugees
and apprised it to the dis-
trict administration.

It was as per instruc-
tions from the then
Collector, 16 Bangladeshi
refugees were rehabilitat-
ed by constructing houses
for them on 900 sq. ft. land.
They were also provided
shops for earning liveli-
hood. But in last 54 years,
none of the refugee has

been issued rights letter
for the house and the
shops allotted to them..
Apart from this orders
were issued to allot 5 acre
land to each family and on
which the local adminis-
tration has not taken any
action so far.

It is on all the above is-
sues, a delegation under
leadership of the state
President CJSS Vijay

Prakash Gupta, Secretary
Dhirendra Sahu met SDM
Dongargarh.

CJSS is an organisation
fighting for the rights of
victimised families of
naxal violence and in this
memorandum it has been
mentioned that if the local
administration does not
act within time limit on
these demands then dhar-
na- protest will be held at
every-level.

Minister lays stone
for devp works

worth Rs 30 lakhs

Central Chronicle News

Korba, Jan 23: The
Minister for Revenue and
Disaster Management
Jaisingh Agrawal laid the
stone for development
works to be carried out in
ward No. 20-21 of KMC at
the cost of Rs 30 lakhs. He
unveiled the cloth on foun-
dation stone and offered
prayers and directed the
concerned officers to exe-
cute all the construction
works keeping quality in
mind and complete it with-
in stipulated period. In
ward No 20 of Kosabadi
Zone of KMC, CC Road is to

be constructed at the cost of
Rs 10 lakhs and community
building at the cost of Rs 10
lakhs near Shulabh
Shouchalaya near Smriti
Garden near Subhash
Chowk in ward No. 21.
Apart from this CC Road,
drainage, and other con-
struction work too will be
done in ward No 21 at the
cost of Rs 10 lakhs. This
programme was chaired by
Mayor Rakishore Prasad
and special guest was
Speaker KMC
Shyamsunder Soni, and
members of MiC and coro-
prators of the wards were
present in large number.

School bells rang in hundreds 
of schools closed for 15 yrs

Central Chronicle News

Konta, Jan 23: Schools
closed for 15 years due to
Salwa Judum and
Naxalism in Konta block
of Sukma district, known
in the country and the
world for red terror, have
been successful in resum-
ing the efforts of the dis-
trict administration on the
initiative of the villagers.

It is the result of the ef-
forts of the teachers and
departmental officers
along with the villagers
that today once again the
future of the children liv-
ing in the remote forests
has started shaping up.
Fifteen years ago, during
the Salwa Judum cam-
paign against Naxalites,

123 schools in
Konta block were
closed due to Naxal
violence.

The Naxalites
had demolished
dozens of school
buildings. In
which 100 primary,
22 secondary and
01 high school are
included. School
buildings in the in-
terior were demol-
ished by the
Maoists so that the
forces could not stop there.

Efforts are being made
to reopen such schools for
the last three years under
the guidance of State
Industries Minister
Kawasi Lakhma. In which
there has been great suc-
cess. With the help of the
villagers, the district ad-
ministration Sukma pre-
pared huts for running the
school through panchay-
ats.

For this, the district ad-
ministration made a provi-
sion of Rs 40000 for the

construction of temporary
shelters for each school.
The administration is
working continuously in
this effort that there
should be no shortage in
mobilizing facilities for all
such children of these vil-
lages who were deprived of
education for more than 15
years.

Due to this, construction
of pucca buildings has
started in place of the
buildings and huts demol-
ished by the Naxalites. In
the first phase, 45 school

buildings have been com-
pleted, 49 buildings are in
progress.

Local educated youth
got employment:

In order to educate the
children in these very sen-
sitive villages settled in re-
mote forests, at the local
level, local educated unem-
ployed youth were first
identified and trained for
teaching work. 97 such
youths trained were ap-
pointed at the Panchayat
level. They are provided
an honorarium of Rs.11

thousand per
month on behalf of
the district admin-
istration.

These evangel-
ists identified
more than 4000
such children of
these villages who
had been deprived
of school and edu-
cation. From the
year 2019, this ex-
ercise is continu-
ing till date.

C h i n t a l n a r
school, which was gifted
by Naxalite terror, is now
buzzing with children:

After restarting the
High School Chintalnar,
which was closed due to
the effect of Naxal vio-
lence, in the session 2021-
22 under the guidance of
Sukma District Collector
Vineet Nandanwar, now
the children here do not
have to wander anywhere.

The Higher Secondary
School, Middle School,
Girls/Boys Hostel of
Jagargunda, the most sen-

sitive and most affected
village of this area, which
was being operated in
Dornapal for the past
years, is now being operat-
ed in Jagargunda itself
with all facilities.

In this way, the educa-
tional and residential in-
stitutions of village
Bhejji, Kistaram,
Golapalli, Samsatti, which
were being operated in
Konta, Maraiguda,
Dornapal headquarter,
now they are being operat-
ed in their native villages
with full facilities, the con-
fidence of the students
here is big.

Certainly it is a happy
result of mutual coordina-
tion, coordination, dia-
logue and strong determi-
nation and commitment of
the government and ad-
ministration with the vil-
lagers that today the dark-
ness of years has gone,
with a new ray of light,
new energy of enthusi-
asm has been infused in
the remote forest.

Eunuchs lit Gyandeep
Re-opening of 123
closed schools of
development block
Konta in Sukma 
district 

To deported
Bangladeshi refugees
of 1974 in Dongargarh

In ward No. 20, 21 of KMC

CJSS submits memo to SDM, demands amenities

What officer says:

Victimised families to be
provided amenities

SDM Girish Ramteke
speaking to delegation of
CJSS and refugee families it is
after knowing the actual situ-
ation and as per govern-
ment's instructions the 1974
Bangaldeshi refugee families
will be provided necessary fa-
cilities.

Central Chronicle News

BBaaiikkuunntthhppuurr,,  JJaann  2233::  District
Panchayat, General Assembly
Meeting was concluded under
the chairmanship of District
Panchayat President Renuka
Singh.She received information
about the progress of all de-
partmental schemes in the
presence of Vice President
Vedanti Tiwari and other mem-
bers. During this, the District
Panchayat CEO directed the de-
partment to take action and
submit the report on the sub-
jects placed in the house by the
members within the time limit. 

In the meeting of the General
Assembly all the departmental
heads present in the House

gave information about the de-
partmental schemes sequen-
tially. The District Panchayat
CEO urged the public represen-
tatives to make special moni-
toring of the nutrition campaign
during their field visits so that
no malnourished child is left out
from the campaign. 

CEO told that the positive ef-
fects of the nutrition campaign
results have started to come,
therefore the malnutrition rate
in the district has almost halved
after the weight festival that
concluded last week.  He told
the public representatives that

during the field visit, the par-
ents of any child who is seen in
the grip of malnutrition, espe-
cially the mothers, should be
encouraged to get admitted to
the Nutrition Rehabilitation
Center. He also instructed to
get information about the
equipments available to the dif-
ferently-abled and also provide
information about those who
have not received the equip-
ment in any way in the last
three years so that they can be
provided with aids under the
Swavalamban Abhiyan. 

In the meeting District

Panchayat, Vice President Shri
Vedanti Tiwari has  given a pro-
posal to lease all the ponds for
fish farming,and the District
Panchayat CEO said that all
such ponds, which have water
throughout the year, should
complete the process of leas-
ing them to self-help groups
and fishermen groups by run-
ning a campaign. 

District Panchayat member
Mrs. Jyotsna Rajwade was in-
formed about the poor quality
of food items in Sonhat's hos-
pital, on which the District
Panchayat CEO gave instruc-
tions to provide quality food in
the hospitals along with con-
ducting daily inspections.
District Panchayat members
Mrs. Usha Singh, Mrs. Chunni
Paikra, Mrs. Sunita Kurre, Mr.
Vijay Rajwade and others 
were present.

Masks distributed
to ex-Armymen

Central Chronicle News

Koriya, Jan 23: It was
under chairmanship of
District Sainik Welfare
Officer, people near
District Session Court
were informed about ways
& means to avoid infection
from Covid-19 third wave
of Omicron virus and this

campaign was launched.
Under this the employees
and former Army jawans
and employees were dis-
tributed masks. On this oc-
casion even the general
public was asked to wear
mask while going out in
public and take all neces-
sary precautions of pre-
vention from this virus.

Testing of all girl students staff in progress
Central Chronicle News

Pandaria, Jan 23: With
one student of Girl's HS
School in city testing coro-
na positive, the testing of
all other students and staff
of the school was done.
This corona positive girl
was coming regularly to
the school and when she
developed cough and cold,
she was tested and her re-
port came to be positive.

There are about 700 girl
students in this school and
they come from city and
nearby areas of the vil-
lages. So the testing of all
the girls was done and in
this few turned out to be
having symptoms as they
were studying in the same
class. A total of 125 stu-
dents and staff of the

School were tested
and reports of all
was negative. But
sample of few have
been taken and
sent for RTPCR
test.

Testing of 500 in
progress: It is
amidst increasing
number of cases,
testing of around
500 persons is
being done for co-
rona and out of
which reports of
around 10 persons
are coming posi-
tive. There is need
to increase the
number of tests
now.

At present only
those who are com-
ing from outside or

had come into con-
tact with the affect-
ed person are being
tested. Along with
this those having
slight symptoms
and coming to the
test centre are
being tested.

One teacher also
became Positive:

In the block apart
from the school
children and staff, a
teacher from
Koliyari was also
reported positive.
In few days from
now there is going
to be R-Day pro-
gramme in School
and in this there
are chances of in-
crease in this coro-
na infection.

Total 20 active pa-
tients in the block:

In Pandaria block, at
present there are total 20
active cases and out of
which only few are at the
Covid care centre.
Majority of the patients
are on home quarantine
and undertaking treat-
ment at home itself.

Action to be taken against 
the guilty as per rules:DFO

Central Chronicle News

Konta, Jan 23: It has
been published in some
dailies of Sukma district
that the payment of about
70 crores from CAMPA
item by Sukma Forest
Division is under doubt.

The incident is of
Dornapal area of Konta
block under Sukma Forest
Division for the year 2019.
In the works done it has
been told that fake pay-
ment has been made by
preparing proof in the
name of the deceased la-
borers.

Banjam Podia's father
was a resident of Nelwara,
a forest village under
Gram Panchayat Gorguda
of Hirma Konta tehsil,

whose death is being told
in April 2007. D.F.O. of
Sukma district  said that a
high level inquiry commit-
tee has been constituted by
the forest division to inves-
tigate the above com-
plaint. Those who make
mistakes in the depart-

mental works of the forest
division will not be forgiv-
en at all. Action will be
taken against the guilty as
per rules only after the in-
quiry committee com-
pletes the inquiry proceed-
ings against them and sub-
mits the inquiry report.

Abundant potholes welcome
travelers on roads of CM/PMSY

Central Chronicle News

Mungeli, Jan 23: Road
constructed under Chief
Minister/Prime Minister
Sadak Yojna (CM/PMSY),
in the region are full of
potholes and the pace of
potholes emergence
while traveling through
the roads, is so frequent
that the question of
whether potholes are
meant for roads or roads
are meant for potholes
arises.

Villagers and public
representatives have de-
manded urgent repair
and maintenance of
these roads, leading to
the cities prime spots. To
join rural villages to
cities and vice versa
these roads were con-

structed for the peoples
convenience, but after
less than a few months
time, the roads, saw im-
ages of potholes and bro-
ken concrete pieces dis-
persed. The villagers of
the region have opined
that the quality of the

construction was very
poor owing to the roads,
getting uprooted and pot-
hole prone, within a few
months of its construc-
tion. Villagers have again
and again raised their
voice, to start repair of
the depilated roads.

Out of 125 tests all reported negative; total 700 girls studying in this school

What officer says:
"A girl student of the

school has been found to
be corona positive and
one teacher from Koliyari
too is reported positive.
In both the places, team
has been sent and testing
of all in contact is being
carried out."

Jitendra Verma-BMO.

Vedram leads protest against
closure of illegal liquor shops

Central Chronicle News

Arang, Jan 23:
the region is
soon to be en-
veloped in a
mass movement
of deaddcition,
and the cam-
paign is being
led by Vedram
Manhare, BJP
State In-charge of Drug De-
addiction Campaign. The
appointment of office bear-
ers for the de-addiction
campaign is on effect and
many in charges are being
appointed in the district.

Giving information in
this regard, BJP leader
Manhare said that the
Congress Government and

its Ministers are filling
their pockets and the en-

tire state has be-
come hotbed of
corruption. The
government is
submerged in
the waves of cor-
ruption, and
many scams and
deals are taking
place within the

administrative limits.
Congress who talked of

liquor abolishment is it-
self engaged in liquor
business, he said. He also
accused the government
of rising unemployment
and targeted the adminis-
tration f putting the fu-
ture of youths and farm-
ers in stake.

GAM of District Panchayat concludes 
Under chairmanship 
of Renuka Singh
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TRIBUTES TO NETAJI

School girls pay floral tributes to Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose on his 125th birth 
anniversary, in Agartala, Tripura on Sunday.

BRIEF
Lukewarm

New Delhi: Response
from schools in 13
states and union terri-
tories to the Centre’s
Sainik School affilia-
tion scheme has been
lukewarm and a proac-
tive drive is needed in
this matter, the
Ministry of Defence
(MoD) said. These 13
states and union terri-
tories are Goa,
Manipur, Meghalaya,
Sikkim, Tripura, West
Bengal, New Delhi,
Andaman and Nicobar,
Chandigarh,
Lakshadweep,
Puducherry, Ladakh,
and Jammu and
Kashmir.

Liquor
Chandigarh: Ahead of
polls, unauthorized
stock of over 32,000 bot-
tles of liquor was
seized by joint team of
Punjab excise depart-
ment and police during
a raid at three residen-
tial places in Patiala.
During the operation,
2,718 cases of liquor (12
bottles per case) were
found stored in differ-
ent places which were
not authorized for stor-
age. Case was regis-
tered against three ac-
cused identified as
Lalit Singla, Keshav
Singla and Umesh
Sharma.

Theft
Rewari: The Haryana
Police claimed to have
busted an interstate
gang involved in oil
theft following the ar-
rested of nine people.
The accused have car-
ried out dozens of
thefts in Rewari,
Sonepat, Panipat,
Jhajjar in Haryana and
in Delhi and Uttar
Pradesh as well. Seven
vehicles, a pump ma-
chine and a motor were
seized from accused,
who belong to Haryana,
Delhi and Uttar
Pradesh. Seven vehi-
cles were seized from
their possession.

Stealing
Mumbai: A dismissed
police constable and
three others were ar-
rested for posing as
Crime Branch person-
nel and stealing Rs 1
lakh from a business-
man in Pydhonie in
south Mumbai. The in-
cident took place when
the complainant was
counting money in his
provision shop. Two
friends had given the
shop owner Rs 2 lakh
and he already had Rs
2.10 lakh in his drawer.
The four accused ar-
rived wearing masks
that had logo of
Mumbai police.

Notice
New Delhi: The Delhi
Commission for
Women (DCW) issued a
notice to the
Jawaharlal Nehru
University’s registrar
in connection with an
alleged molestation in-
cident on its campus,
seeking details of ac-
tion taken on the issue.
The commission has
given five days to the
JNU registrar for pro-
viding a detailed action
taken report.

Inquiry
Hyderabad:
Telangana ST, Women
and Child Welfare
Minister Satyavati
Rathod asked officials
to conduct an inquiry
into reports of some
forest beat-guards al-
legedly behaving objec-
tionably with three
Adivasi women in
Bhadradri-
Kothagudem district.
Rathod asked officials
of ST Welfare
Department to investi-
gate into the incident,
an official press release
said.

New Delhi, Jan 23 (PTI):

The Election
Commission’s ban on
physical rallies in five poll-
bound states since
January 8 due to the ongo-
ing COVID-19 wave has hit
the business of charter
flight operators.

Just 10-15 per cent of the
350-400 flight hours per
month are election-related
travel at this stage, the op-
erators said.

“Election travel has not
really picked up. It had
started to pick up initially,
around mid-December, but
then the EC announced
the ban on rallies so that
completely stopped most
of the (election-related)
travel,” Rajan Mehra,
CEO, Club One Air told

PTI.
Election travel is very

limited, added Mehra, for-
mer India head of Qatar
Airways.

Kanika Tekriwal, CEO
and Founder, JetSetGo
Aviation, told PTI that as

there is a ban on rallies
due to COVID-19, the com-
pany has seen only 70 per
cent of inquiries for elec-
tion-related travel this
year as compared to last
year.

However, no inquiry has

been actually converted in
actual flights as of yet and
their conversion is in
process, she added. “Since
ban on physical rallies
have been extended, we
don’t see much flights hap-
pening for elections this
time for rallies,” Tekriwal
noted.

JetSetGo Aviation and
Club One Air have a fleet
of 18 and 10 aircraft, re-
spectively, to operate char-
ter flights.

Announcing the dates
for elections in Uttar
Pradesh, Uttarakhand,
Goa, Punjab and Manipur
on January 8, the poll
panel had announced a
ban on physical rallies,
roadshows and bike rallies
and similar campaign
events till January 15.

EC’s ban on physical rallies hits
biz of charter flight operators

Charter flights aircrafts have cabins with office features,
so that politicians can plan ahead.

Chandigarh, Jan 23 (PTI):

Top Punjabi singers
have descended into the
electoral scene in Punjab,
courtesy political parties
seeking to cash in on their
popularity to woo voters.

With Punjabi pop cul-
ture witnessing a heady
rise, political parties be-
lieve that fielding popular
singers will pull in crowds
and connect them with the
people.

While the Congress has
fielded Popular Punjabi
singer Shubhdeep Singh
Sidhu, better known as
Sidhu Moosewala and
considered close to party
state unit chief Navjot

Singh Sidhu, from Mansa,
singers Anmol Gagan
Mann and Balkar Sidhu
will be the AAP candi-

dates for Kharar and
Rampura Phul con-
stituencies, respectively.
Punjab will go to the polls

on February 20.
With the Election

Commission (EC) ban on
rallies and roadshows by
political parties following
a surge in COVID-19
cases, top singer and now
Congress’ poll candidate
Moosewala had been hold-
ing meetings.

The EC had extended
the ban on physical rallies
and roadshows till
January 31 in the five poll-
going states, but allowed
public meetings with a
maximum of 500 people
in the constituencies
going to poll in the first
two phases and relaxed
door-to-door campaign
rules.

Parties field Punjabi singers, bank on
their popularity to woo voters

Kharar AAP candidate Anmol Gagan Mann (R) with Delhi
CM Arvind Kejriwal and MP Bhagwant Mann.

New Delhi, Jan 23 (PTI):

The National Green
Tribunal has increased
from Rs 10 lakh to Rs 15
lakh the compensation for
the families of those who
died in the fly ash dyke
breach incident in
Madhya Pradesh’s
Singrauli.

A bench headed by NGT
Chairperson Justice AK
Goel directed that the re-
maining amount be paid
within a month.

The breach took place in
the fly ash dyke of
Reliance’s Sasan Ultra
Mega Power Project in
Singrauli on April 10, 2020.

“We direct the remain-
ing amount to be paid

within one month. This
order will not debar the
heirs of the victims to
claim higher compensa-
tion by approaching the
appropriate forum. If the
salaries to persons ap-
pointed as compensation
to the victims are below
minimum wages, the PP
may ensure compliance of
law on the subject which
may be also looked into by
the concerned Labour
Departments of UP and
MP,” the bench said.

The statutory regulators
may take further remedi-
al action in terms of rec-
ommendations of the
committee (formed by
NGT) for the restoration
of the environment and

preventing such inci-
dents, the tribunal said.

It also ordered the con-
stitution of a fly ash
management and utilisa-
tion mission that will be
jointly headed by the sec-
retaries of ministries of
environment and forest,
coal, and power, and chief
secretaries of Uttar
Pradesh and Madhya
Pradesh.

“The Secretary, MoEF
will be the nodal agency
for coordination and
compliance. The Mission
will coordinate and mon-
itor issues relating to
handling and disposal of
fly ash as well as all asso-
ciated issues in the light
of above discussion.

NGT raises compensation for kin of deceased
in fly ash dyke breach incident

Chennai, Jan 23 (PTI):

Tamil Nadu’s principal
opposition AIADMK on
Sunday slammed
Karnataka government for
opposing the second phase
of the Hogenakkal Drinking
Water Project, saying the
neighbouring state has no
moral or legal right to chal-
lenge it.

The main opposition
party also took credit for im-
plementing the Hogenakkal
project (first phase) in Tamil
Nadu. The scheme was
launched in 2008 during the
DMK regime when late M
Karunanidhi was the Chief
Minister.

Top party leader O
Panneerselvam said the
Hogenakkal Combined
Drinking Water Project, a
long time dream of the peo-
ple of Dharmapuri and
Krishnagiri districts of

Tamil Nadu, was fulfilled by
late Chief Minister J
Jayalalithaa.

Tamil Nadu is a lower ri-
parian state, the AIADMK
leader pointed out, appar-
ently indicating that the
state was dependent on
water supply by upstream
state, Karnataka.

The Karnataka govern-
ment, which has the habit of
releasing only ‘surplus
water’ after all its dams
were filled, does not have a
right ‘morally and legally’
to oppose Tamil Nadu’s
Hogenakkal project’s sec-
ond phase, Panneerselvam

said in a statement. The
project area falls under
Tamil Nadu, he said.

“Tamil Nadu has all the
rights to implement this
project. This (DMK) gov-
ernment should imple-
ment it. The AIADMK will
extend its full support (to
the government) for the
project implementation,”
he said.

Tracing the ‘origin’ of
the project, he said that for
the first time, a Detailed
Project Report was pre-
pared in 1986 when
AIADMK founder MG
Ramachandran was the
Chief Minister, to imple-
ment the project at a cost of
Rs 120 crore.

Despite initiatives to im-
plement it in 1994 at an es-
timated cost of Rs 350
crore during the first stint
(1991-96) of late party
supremo J Jayalalithaa as
Chief Minister, it could not
be done in view of inade-
quate external financial
support, Panneerselvam,
deputy leader of opposi-
tion in the Assembly said.

During her second term
in office (2001-06), a propos-
al was sent to the Centre
on August 18, 2005 to imple-
ment the project with Rs
1,005 crore assistance from
the Japan International
Cooperation Agency.

Based on this, the assis-
tance was secured by the
state government and
foundation stone was laid
for the project in 2008, he
said. Karnataka had op-
posed it even then and the
AIADMK had held a ‘mas-
sive protest’ to condemn
the opposition of the
neighbouring state. When
the AIADMK captured
power in 2011, a mere 18
per cent of project work
was found completed after
3 years of its launch,
Panneerselvam claimed.
Since the then Chief
Minister Jayalalithaa
speeded up project work,
the remaining 82 per cent
work was completed and
the Hogenakkal project’s
first phase was dedicated
to people by her on May 29,
2013, he said.

AIADMK takes credit for Hogenakkal project 

O Panneerselvam

Kolkata, Jan 23 (PTI):

As the country com-
memorates Netaji Subhas
Chandra Bose’s 125th
birth anniversary, the
Forward Bloc, which had
in 1939 emerged as a fac-
tion of the Indian National
Congress under his leader-
ship, struggles for political
survival, having been
plagued by financial crisis,
numerous splits and lack
of management.

The organisation, riding
on Netaji’s influence on
the masses, had estab-
lished its electoral pres-
ence post-Independence in
states such as Tamil Nadu,
Andhra Pradesh, Kerala
and Assam, with West
Bengal being its main
stronghold, but eight
decades down the line, the
party, now limited to just

some pockets of the coun-
try, has no MP or MLA in
its kitty.

Although the present
leadership is mulling a re-
vival strategy, lack of re-
sources and the Forward
Bloc’s role in playing sec-
ond fiddle to the CPI(M)
with no independent iden-
tity of its own is proving to
be the biggest roadblock
for the party.

“It is true that we are
facing a deep crisis. There
was a period post-inde-
pendence when we had
our MLAs in

Maharashtra, Bihar, states
of southern India and
West Bengal. Now we don’t
have a single MP or MLA
representing our party.
The membership count,
too, has dwindled over the
years. We are now dis-
cussing a revival strategy,”
AIFB general secretary
Debabrata Biswas told
PTI.

Apart from Netaji, the
party also boasts of hav-
ing several stalwart lead-
ers as its members, includ-
ing including HV Kamath,
Hemanta Basu, RS Ruiker,
SB Yagee and SS Kavishar
among others.

Biswas pointed out that
multiple splits and exodus
of stalwart leaders to
other parties are the two
major reasons for the
Forward Bloc’s downfall.

“Post-independence, we
had many stalwart leaders
who not just helped the
party grow but also pro-
vided leadership in the ab-
sence of Netaji.

Netaji’s Forward Bloc struggles to stay
afloat amid financial woes 

All India Forward Bloc flag

Dip in vote share, just
few panchayat
members in WB

Dehradun, Jan 23 (PTI):

Gen Bipin Rawat’s
younger brother Col (retd)
Vijay Rawat, who recently
joined the BJP, on Sunday
said he is not contesting the
upcoming assembly polls in
Uttarakhand.

Col Rawat said he was
asked by party leaders to
contest but he said no to
them. Asked what if they
insist on fielding him, he
said 99 per cent chances are
that he would politely re-
fuse. “I am not contesting
the polls. I am interested
only in serving the people of
Uttarakhand,” Col Rawat
said in an interview to PTI.

Joining the BJP less than
a month ahead of the state
assembly polls had given
rise to speculation in the
media that he might be

given a ticket by the party.
“My purpose behind join-

ing the BJP was serving
people and not holding an
office or a post. During my
34 years in the Army I was
transferred to different
places. I didn’t get a chance
to serve people of my own
state. Now that I am retired
I can do that,” he said.

“I don’t want to be tied up
to a post. I want to serve peo-
ple freely,” he said.

Col Rawat, who lives in
Jaipur after his retirement
five years ago, said
Uttarakhand’s tourism po-
tential can be utilised for
generating employment for
locals at their homes and
stop migration from the

hills.
“With a growing tenden-

cy among people living in
urban areas to take a break
and spend a holiday in the
unpolluted atmosphere of
the hills, homestay facilities
introduced by the state gov-
ernment have a huge em-
ployment generation poten-
tial,” he said.

Yoga, trekking and other
adventure sports is another
area in which there are self-
employment opportunities
for locals in Uttarakhand,
he said. Col Rawat said even
CDS Rawat, who died in a
helicopter crash, was very
passionate about serving
the people of Uttarakhand
from outside politics.

“My elder brother had
specific development plans
ready for different areas of
the state including Almora
and Ranikhet,” he said,
adding he doesn’t want to
talk about him much as
thinking about his demise
makes him distraught.

Col Vijay Rawat not to contest polls

Col (retd) Vijay Rawat (c) welcomed into BJP by
Uttarakhand CM Pushkar Singh Dhami.

Brother of late CDS
Bipin Rawat has
joined BJPAmaravati, Jan 23 (PTI):

For over a year now, the
Transport Department of
Andhra Pradesh has
stopped issuing PVC cards
for various services as it
could neither clear the
dues to the old supplier
nor finalise terms for a
new contract, leaving the
vehicle users a harassed
lot. Normally, three lakh
PVC cards with an elec-
tronic chip embedded are
issued on an average per
month in the state trans-
port offices for new vehi-
cles registered and dri-
ver’s licenses.

That has stopped for sev-
eral months now, leading
to a huge pendency even
as vehicle-users are
caught by traffic police
personnel, who have been
imposing penalties un-
mindful of the Transport

Department’s inability to
issue PVC cards for vehi-
cle registration and driver
licence.

Though the state gov-
ernment has been collect-
ing hundreds of crores of
rupees annually from ve-
hicle users for the servic-
es, it is yet to clear the Rs
34 crore due to the card
supplier, forcing the latter
to stop supplies.

In fact, the “extended
agreement” (for card sup-
plies) with the old contrac-
tor elapsed a year ago but
the government is yet to fi-
nalise the terms for a fresh
tender,” sources in the
Transport Department
said. Though the govern-
ment invited bids last year,
there has been no re-
sponse from the vendors.
The state government col-
lects Rs 200 per card,
amounting to at least Rs 72

crore per annum. Of this,
Rs 53 has to be paid to the
supplier per card while an-
other Rs 25 goes towards
consumables. This apart,
the government levies a
transaction fee of Rs 400
on each user, IT user
charge, testing fee and de-
livery charge. “We net
over Rs 200 crore per
annum in the form of
these charges,” a senior
Transport Department of-
ficial said.

The contract for supply
of PVC cards ended two
years ago but the govern-
ment extended the agree-
ment with the same ven-
dor, as a “one-time meas-
ure,” for a year as no other
bidder came forward.
Even the extended con-
tract ended a year ago but
the vendor, who delivered
over 38 lakh cards, was not
paid Rs 34 crore.

Transport card supply hit as
AP Govt yet to clear dues

Slams Karnataka for
opposing second
phase
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Seoul says it paid Iran’s delinquent
UN dues to restore vote

Dubai, Jan 23 (AP):

Using Iranian bank
funds freed from American
sanctions, South Korea has
paid Iran’s USD 18 million
in delinquent dues owed to
the United Nations, Seoul
said Sunday. The step was
apparently approved by
Washington to restore
Tehran’s suspended voting
rights at the world body.
Iran’s mission to the United
Nations did not immediate-
ly respond to a request for
comment. But the South
Korean Foreign Ministry
said Seoul had paid the
sum using Iranian assets
frozen in the country after
consulting with the United
States Treasury a potential

signal of flexibility amid
floundering nuclear negoti-
ations. The ministry said it
expected Iran’s voting
rights to be restored imme-
diately after their suspen-
sion earlier this month for
delinquent dues. The funds
had been impounded at a
Korean bank under sanc-
tions imposed by former
President Donald Trump
after he withdrew the US
from Tehran’s landmark
nuclear deal with world
powers.

The US Treasury
Department’s Office of
Foreign Assets Control
must grant a license for
these transactions under
the American banking sanc-
tions imposed on Iran.

Omicron outbreak forces PM
Ardern to scrap wedding plans
Wellington, Jan 23 (AFP):

New Zealand Prime
Minister Jacinda Ardern
was Sunday forced to call
off her own wedding as
she tightened Covid-19 re-
strictions in the face of an
outbreak of the Omicron
variant.

“My wedding will not be
going ahead,” she con-
firmed after detailing new
restrictions; including a
limit of 100 fully vaccinat-
ed people at events.

“I just joined many
other New Zealanders
who have had an experi-
ence like that as a result of
the pandemic and to any-
one who is caught up in
that scenario I am so
sorry.”

The emergence of nine
cases of Omicron in a
family who travelled be-
tween cities to attend a
wedding, and the infection
of a flight attendant on
one aircraft they flew on,
forced New Zealand to im-
pose its “red setting” re-
strictions from this week.

Omicron is far more
transmissible than the

earlier Delta variant but is
less likely to make people
seriously ill.

In addition to limiting
crowd numbers, face cov-
erings are now mandatory
on public transport and in
shops.

Ardern and long-time
partner Clarke Gayford
have never announced
their wedding date, but it
was believed to be sched-
uled for some time in the
next few weeks.

The new restrictions
are set to remain in place
until at least the end of
next month.

“Such is life,” Ardern
said when asked how she
felt about setting regula-
tions which ended her
planned nuptials.

Migrants at Hungary border become part of election campaign
Majdan, Jan 23 (AP):

A group of migrants
huddles beside a small,
smoky fire inside an aban-
doned building in north-
ern Serbia, the last mo-
ments of warmth before
they set out into the driv-
ing snow toward the razor
wire, cameras and sensors
of Hungary’s electrified
border fence.

A few hours later, they
return, their efforts to
cross through Hungary
and toward Western
Europe thwarted by the
three-meter (10-foot) fence
and heavy Hungarian po-
lice patrols which, after in-
tercepting them, escorted
them back across the bor-
der into Serbia.

‘I’m going to Austria,
I’m going to Germany, I’m
going to the Netherlands,’

says Muhtar Ahmad, a 26-
year-old from Aleppo,
Syria, who is squatting
with around 35 other mi-
grants in the makeshift
camp outside the Serbian
village of Majdan, a mile
(less than two kilometers)
from the Hungarian bor-
der.

‘I’m not staying in
Hungary. What’s the prob-
lem?’

As migrants from Syria,
Afghanistan and other
countries embark on the
last stretch of their long
journeys toward Europe’s
wealthier nations, their ef-
forts to cross irregularly
into the European Union
through Hungary  and the
country’s contentious
practice of returning
them to Serbia when they
are caught have made
them part of a political

campaign with which
Hungary’s nationalist
leader hopes to win an up-
coming general election.

Prime Minister Viktor
Orban, who polls suggest
will face his closest elec-
tion in more than a decade
in April, is campaigning
on a strict anti-immigra-
tion platform and is keen
to use the prospect of a
wave of migrants amass-
ing at Hungary’s border as
a means to mobilize his
conservative voter base.

‘Just this year we
stopped and detained ...
more than 100,000 people,’
Orban claimed at a rare
appearance before jour-
nalists in December. ‘If the
Hungarian fence had not
stood there, more than
100,000 more illegal mi-
grants would be now first
in Austria, then in

Germany.’ One of the most
outspoken opponents of
immigration in Europe,
Orban has said that migra-
tion threatens to replace
the continent’s Christian
culture, and that illegal
migrants are responsible
for bringing infections like
COVID-19 variants into his
country. ‘We do not want to
be an immigrant country,’
Orban said during an in-
terview with state radio
this week. As the April 3
election approaches, he
has portrayed current mi-
gration pressures as high-
er than in 2015, when hun-
dreds of thousands of
refugees came into the EU
fleeing war and poverty in
the Middle East and else-
where, and when he or-
dered the construction of
the country’s border 
barrier.

New York shootings an early test
for former cop-turned-mayor

New York, Jan 23 (AFP):

Gun violence has rocked
the first three weeks of
Eric Adams’ tenure as
New York mayor, piling
pressure on the former cop
to deliver on his promise to
improve public safety in
America’s largest city. A
shooting in the neighbor-
hood of Harlem Friday left
one police officer dead and
another in critical condi-
tion. It was the latest flash-
point of the Democratic
mayor’s nascent rule, in
which he has yet to present
a comprehensive plan to
rein in the crime he has de-
cried. “It is our city
against the killers,” said

Adams, a retired police
captain at Harlem
Hospital, where the offi-
cers — who had been re-
sponding to a domestic dis-
turbance — were taken fol-
lowing the incident.

The recent shootings
also include a shocking in-
cident in which an 11-
month-old girl was hit in
the cheek by a stray bullet
in the Bronx as she was in
a parked car with her
mother. They are seen as
part of a broader trend of
gun violence fueled by the
accessibility of firearms,
against the backdrop of
the social and economic
toll of the Covid-19 pan-
demic.

Natalie Portman, French firm
bring plant-based bacon

Paris, Jan 23 (AFP):

Vegan bacon sizzles on a
pan in the office of a
French startup whose
quest to produce the “holy
grail” of the growing
plant-based meat industry
gained the financial back-
ing of Hollywood star
Natalie Portman.

Paris-based company La
Vie recently raised 25 mil-
lion euros ($28.3 million)
from investment funds
and climate-conscious
celebrities like Portman,
an avowed vegan.

If not the first to bring
plant-based bacon to the
market, La Vie’s founders
are banking their suc-

cess on mastering imita-
tion pork fat, setting it

apart from other brands.
“We’re the only ones in

the world at present to
have succeeded in devel-
oping a vegetable fat that
cooks, fries, infuses and
browns” like animal fat,
enthused the company’s
chief executive and co-
founder, Nicolas
Schweitzer.

After several minutes
on the frying pan, the
rashers of La Vie’s imita-
tion smoked bacon were
golden brown, crunchy
and similar in taste to
the real McCoy. Next up
are lardons. The chunks
of meat and fat also
brown up nicely, but are
a bit salty.

Israeli spying tech has generated controversy worldwide
Tel Aviv, Jan 23 (AFP):

Twenty years after he
planned the controversial
barrier between Israel and
Palestinians, Dany Tirza
is developing a security
tool that requires no ce-
ment: body cameras with
facial recognition technol-
ogy.

Tirza, a former Israeli
army colonel, says his
company Yozmot Ltd aims
to produce a body-worn
camera enabling police to
scan crowds and detect
suspects in real time, even
if their faces are obscured.

Facial recognition in
law enforcement has
sparked global criticism,
with US tech giants back-
ing away from providing
the technology to police,
citing privacy risks.

Proponents including
Tirza, however, tout its
ability to track down crim-
inals or missing persons.
“The policeman will know
who he is facing,” he said.

Tirza, 63, spoke to AFP
from his home in Kfar
Adumim, a Jewish settle-
ment in the occupied West
Bank.

He said he partnered
with Tel Aviv-based
Corsight AI to develop a

body-worn police camera
that could instantly identi-
fy people in a crowd, even
if they wear masks, make-
up or camouflage, and
could match them to pho-
tographs dating back
decades.

Corsight CEO Rob Watts
did not confirm the collab-
oration but said his com-
pany was working with
some 230 “integrators”
worldwide who incorpo-
rated facial recognition
software into cameras.

The technology allows
clients to build databases,
whether of company em-

ployees allowed into a
building, ticket holders
permitted into a stadium,
or suspects wanted by the
police, Watts said.

He said Australian and
British police were al-
ready piloting the technol-
ogy. The facial recognition
industry was worth about
$3.7 billion in 2020, accord-
ing to market research
firm Mordor Intelligence,
which projected growth to
$11.6 billion by 2026.

Facebook, Microsoft,
Amazon and IBM have all
declared temporary or
permanent freezes on sell-

ing facial recognition pro-
grammes to law enforce-
ment.

France last month or-
dered the US-based
Clearview AI to delete
data on its citizens, saying
the company violated pri-
vacy when it built a facial
recognition database
using images “scraped”
from the internet.

Watts called
Clearview’s actions “ab-
horrent” and said
Corsight AI did not sell to
China, Russia or
Myanmar because of
“human rights and
ethics”.

“What we want to do is
promote facial recogni-
tion as a force for good,”
he said. He said Corsight
had hired Tony Porter, the
United Kingdom’s former
surveillance camera com-
missioner, as chief priva-
cy officer, and that the
software would blur or
delete faces deemed not of
interest within seconds.

Corsight AI was valued
at about $55 million in a
recent funding round,
Watts said, estimating
this would grow to $250
million by year’s end and
noting the technology’s
potential.

Netaji as much part of
Singapore’s history as of India’s’

Singapore, Jan 23 (PTI):

Netaji Subhas Chandra
Bose is as much a part of
Singapore’s history as of
India’s, a Singapore-based
prominent writer said
here on Sunday as rich
tributes were paid to the
legendary freedom fighter
on the occasion of his
125th birth anniversary.

Bose’s revitalisation of
the Indian Independence
League and the Indian
National Army (INA)
marked the true advent of
mass politics in Malaya
(historical political enti-
ties in Southeast Asia’s
Malay Peninsula), as he
worked with labourers
and invested in Southeast
Asian Indians with a rare
sense of dignity, according
to presentations at a semi-
nar organised by India’s
High Commission.

“It destroyed the imperi-
al grip holding India and
Singapore together. Unlike
Raffles (Sir Stanford
Raffles who founded
Singapore), Netaji is as
much a part of
Singapore’s history as of
India’s,” Singapore-based

writer Asad Latif said as
he shared his insights into
Netaji’s role in Singapore.

“He (Netaji) is central to
India’s role in the making
of an independent
Singapore,” said Asad at
the seminar Netaji’s days
in Singapore’, commemo-
rating his 125th birth an-
niversary. Asad highlight-
ed that the Straits
Settlements, which con-
sisted of Penang, Malacca
and Singapore (ports as
part of early days of
Malaya), was a residency
(or subdivision) of the
Bengal Presidency from
1830 to 1867. “Interestingly,

by 1867, Singapore was
second only to Calcutta
among the ports of Indian
government. In a nutshell,
Singapore then was an ex-
tension of colonial India,”
he said in a presentation
on ‘Netaji in the Indian
Making of Singapore’,
also a book on India-
Singapore historical rela-
tions. “The Indian imprint
in the construction of
Singapore is ineradica-
ble,” Asad said, highlight-
ing the fact that the
British Raj had set up colo-
nial Singapore from
Kolkata rather than
London.

Russia rejects UK claim of trying
to replace Ukraine Prez

Moscow, Jan 23 (AP):

Russia’s Foreign
Ministry on Sunday reject-
ed a British claim that
Russia was seeking to re-
place Ukraine’s govern-
ment with a pro-Moscow
administration, and that
former Ukrainian law-
maker Yevheniy Murayev
was being considered as a
potential candidate.

Britain’s Foreign Office
had also named several
other Ukrainian politi-
cians it said had links with
Russian intelligence serv-
ices, along with Murayev
who is the leader of a
small pro-Russia party
that has no seats in the
parliament.

The UK government
made the claim based on
an intelligence assess-

ment, without providing
evidence to back it up. It
comes amid high tensions
between Moscow and the
West over Russia’s designs
on Ukraine.

‘The disinformation
spread by the British
Foreign Office is more evi-
dence that it is the NATO
countries, led by the

Anglo-Saxons, who are es-
calating tensions around
Ukraine,’ Russian Foreign
Ministry spokeswoman
Maria Zakharova said on
the Telegram messaging
app Sunday. ‘We call on the
British Foreign Office to
stop provocative activities,
stop spreading nonsense.’

British Foreign
Secretary Liz Truss said
the information ‘shines a
light on the extent of
Russian activity designed
to subvert Ukraine, and is
an insight into Kremlin
thinking.’

Truss urged Russia to
‘deescalate, end its cam-
paigns of aggression and
disinformation, and pur-
sue a path of diplomacy,’
and reiterated Britain’s
view that ‘any Russian
military incursion into

Ukraine would be a mas-
sive strategic mistake
with severe costs.’

Britain has sent anti-
tank weapons to Ukraine
as part of efforts to bol-
ster its defenses against a
potential Russian attack.

Amid diplomatic ef-
forts to defuse the crisis,
UK Defense Secretary
Ben Wallace is expected
to meet Russian Defense
Minister Sergei Shoigu
for talks in Moscow. No
timing has been given for
the meeting, which
would be the first UK-
Russia bilateral defense
talks since 2013.

The US has mounted
an aggressive campaign
in recent months to unify
its European allies
against a new Russian in-
vasion of Ukraine.

Colombian soldiers patrol the Arauca river in Arauca, Colombia, near the Venezuelan border.

BRIEF
Fake 

Mexico City:
Mexican authorities
have detected many
strange schemes to
smuggle Central
American migrants to
the US border, but
they said they found a
new one, a fake ambu-
lance loaded with 28
Nicaraguans, includ-
ing nine unaccompa-
nied children.
Mexico’s Interior
Department said the
vehicle had been
painted with fake
logos from a govern-
ment hospital net-
work. The vehicle was
stopped in state of
Oaxaca.

Abduct
Abuja: Islamic ex-
tremists have abduct-
ed 17 girls in northeast
Nigeria, witnesses
said as the West
African nation’s mili-
tary said it remains
resolute in decisively
countering the terror-
ists. Members of the
Boko Haram jihadi
group attacked Pemi,
a village in the Chibok
local government area
of Borno state, on
Thursday, two resi-
dents told. State is
where Boko Haram’s
decade-long insur-
gency against Nigeria
government has been
concentrated.

Busted
Cabo Frio: Brazil’s
federal police stormed
the helipad of a sea-
side hotel in Rio de
Janeiro state, where
they busted two men
and a woman loading
a chopper with 7 mil-
lion reais (USD 1.3
million) in neatly
packed bills. The de-
tainees told police
they worked for G.A.S.
Consulting &
Technology, a cryp-
tocurrency invest-
ment firm founded by
a former waiter-
turned-multimillion-
aire who is the central
figure in what is al-
leged to be pyramid
schemes.

Injures
Ljubljana: A hot air
balloon mishap in
Slovenia injured four
people. The four were
injured when they fell
out of the balloon as it
landed in strong wind,
Grega Trcek from the
Barje Balloon Center
told. Police are investi-
gating what went
wrong during the
landing outside
Ljubljana, the capital.
The balloon was car-
rying six people, five
of them Belgian citi-
zens. The injured indi-
viduals were taken to
a local hospital, and
not life threatened.

Investigate
London: Police in
Ireland are investigat-
ing reports that the
body of a dead man
was brought to a post
office in an attempt to
collect his pension. A
man who appeared to
be in his 60s was
dragged into the post
office in the town of
Carlow, propped up by
two younger men.
When questioned by
staff, the two fled, leav-
ing behind the older
man, who was found
to be dead.

Volunteers
Washington: Food
banks across US are
experiencing a critical
shortage of volun-
teers as the omicron
variant frightens peo-
ple away from their
usual shifts, and com-
panies and schools
that regularly supply
large groups of volun-
teers are cancelling
their participation
over virus fears.

Yevheniy Murayev in centre
of controversy.

Winner of inter-school painting competition on theme of
‘Netaji as Freedom Fighter” by high commission of India, in
Singapore on Sunday.

Dany Tirza, 63, a former Israeli army colonel, stands next
to a dummy at his office in Kfar Adumim. 

French startup ‘La Vie’ 
co-founders, CTO Vincent
Poulichet (L) and CEO
Nicolas Schweitzer cooking
veggie recipe bacon sticks
in Paris.

Jacinda Ardern
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Pandemic pollution
Air pollution has been a widespread

and visible concern that has increased
significantly over the last decade
across many parts of India with sever-
al consequences for human health and
well being. The novel Coronavirus
termed COVID-19 by World Health
Organization (WHO) first emerged in
late December 2019 in Wuhan, China.
In early March 2020, due to its rapid
spread, the WHO declared COVID-19
as a pandemic. As COVID-19 is highly
transmissible along with a high mor-
tality rate, countries worldwide have
taken various precautionary meas-
ures, such as large-scale COVID-19
screening tests, quarantine, social dis-
tancing, wearing of masks, sanitiza-
tion of hand etc. India took unprece-
dented measures to contain the infec-
tion from across borders and within its
territory. International travel and non-
essential travel visas were suspended
on March 13, 2020. The Indian
Railways shut down its operations on
March 23, 2020, for the first time in
history spanning over 167 years. On 24
March 2020, the Government of India
under Prime Minister Narendra Modi
ordered a 21 day nationwide lockdown
phase-1 enforced from March 25 to
April 14, which was extended further
until May 31, 2021. Divided into differ-
ent phases the lockdown has its own
impact on the environment. Recent
studies have reported improvement in
air quality due to restrictions placed
upon industrial activities during the
lockdown. Climate scientists have in-
dicated that greenhouse gases (GHGs)
concentrations could drop to levels not
seen since World War II. Highly indus-
trialized cities located in cold climate
zones observed a higher reduction in
air pollution. Gujarat, which is the in-
dustrial state in Western India, ob-
served a significant reduction in major
air pollutions during the lockdown pe-
riod, mainly due to restrictions on traf-
fic and slowdown of production in fac-
tories. The COVID-19 has affected
people's lives in many ways. However,
it has a good impact on the environ-
ment.

PPaarriilliinnaa,,  vviiaa  eemmaaiill

Hunger index
Martin Luther King said "injustice

anywhere is a threat to justice every-
where. "Lack of access to food is injus-
tice of the first order. It is our collec-
tive responsibility to solve it rather
than merely sensationalising statis-
tics. Media reports on India's ranking
on the global hunger index prove sta-
tistics are as good as the one who in-
terprets them. Just few months ago,
the prime minister had launched
scheme of 'Gatishakti' so that country
may achieve target of five trillion
economy and now data appered of
GHI where ranking of India is 101 out
of 116 countries and moreover the
level of hunger in the world has de-
creased by 27per cent from the 2000
level and it is appreciable achievement
but an acknowledgement of what's
not working despite the best of inten-
tions is the first step to finding better
solutions but the slippage in hunger
ranking points to policy pangs which
require more steps to be taken to im-
prove the rating. It is to be noted that
our neighbours had done well in the
rating as they were not affected by
COVID as India have to face COVID as
well all problems attached to it India
has fared particularly badly in the
"child wasting" catagory with the
child wasting percentage increasing
from 17.1 per cent between 1998-2002
to 17.3 per cent between 2016-20. The
Govt needs to realise that having
made the right to food a basic right, it
is beholden to deliver on that promise.
This means nor just delivering basic
empty calories but ensuring that every
Indian enjoys access to basic, nutri-
tious and balanced diet. Without
achieving this goal aiming for
Economic superpower status is mean-
ingless.

YYaasshh  PPaall  RRaallhhaann,,  JJaallaannddhhaarr

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

WHAT THEY TWEET!

MMoonniikkaa  HHaallaann
@@mmoonniikkaahhaallaann

Do not underestimate the
importance of an opera-
tional home printer, scanner
& photostat machine that
talks to your computer. Full
ink levels or spare car-
tridges. And paper!
Financial fitness is also
about having all the paper-
work in place and easy to

print, copy and scan.

TToonnyy  JJoosseepphh@@ttjjoosseepphh00001100
If you don't erase actual history, how
will you find space for imaginary his-
tory? And if you could erase the
memory of Asoka - the man who dot-
ted the entire subcontinent with his
pillars and rock edicts - what can't
you erase??!

GGaayyaattrrii@@GG__yy__ttrrii
A lot of superstars in western psy-
chology and philosophy are building
their careers on stealing hindu and
buddhist concepts, doing some weird
lab work on it, and claiming it's now a
'new science'. hard to take claims of
'pseudoscience' seriously when we
see this happen routinely.

AArrvviinndd  MMaayyaarraamm
@@MMaayyaarraammAArrvviinndd

We are inherently hierar-
chical society. Caste hierar-
chies remain entrenched.
Therefore I'm not surprised
by the survey. That only
51% believe in authoritari-
an governance is a sur-
prise though, and a great
tribute to Nehru's leader-
ship in the early years of

our republic.

PPuunniitt  KKuummaarr@@ppuunniitt44lliigghhtt
Not everyone has patience to watch
the truth, or complete picture. Most
damage done by instant short
videos. News Media also falls into
increasing their viewers by just
making them impatient. Using red
colour all the time for bullet, break-
ing news, debate...

RRiicchh@@nnoobbiittaa__iissaayy
My school in Dalhousie…our own Hogwarts.

SShheekkhhaarr@@SShheekkhhaarrGGaannttyy
National diversity of greatest order..
Pushing the middle to poor class is
easy than to uplift poor to middle
and middle to higher class. That's
what's happening robbing off pur-
chasing power across the middle
class. Poor are safeguarded by govt.
Rich are sheltered by govt.

O n Nov 15 last year, Russia de-
stroyed one of its own old

satellites using a missile launched
from the surface of the Earth, creating
a massive debris cloud that threatens
many space assets, including astro-
nauts onboard the International Space
Station. This happened only two
weeks after the United Nations
General Assembly First Committee
formally recognized the vital role that
space and space assets play in inter-
national efforts to better the human
experience and the risks military ac-
tivities in space pose to those goals.
The UN First Committee deals with
disarmament, global challenges and
threats to peace that affect the inter-
national community. On Nov 1, it ap-
proved a resolution that creates an
open-ended working group. The goals
of the group are to assess current and
future threats to space operations, de-
termine when behaviour may be con-
sidered irresponsible, 'make recom-
mendations on possible norms, rules
and principles of responsible behav-
iours,' and 'contribute to the negotia-
tion of legally binding instruments' in-
cluding a treaty to prevent 'an arms
race in space.' We are two space poli-
cy experts with specialties in space
law and the business of commercial
space. We are also the president and
vice president at the National Space
Society, a nonprofit space advocacy
group. It is refreshing to see the UN
acknowledge the harsh reality that
peace in space remains uncomfort-
ably tenuous. This timely resolution
has been approved as activities in
space become ever more important

and as shown by the Russian test, ten-
sions continue to rise. The United
States and Japan will work together to
develop defences against hypersonic
missiles and space-based weaponry.

Space weapons race started on Jan
11, 2007, when China launched a bal-
listic missile from Xichang Space
Launch Centre. Its payload, a kinetic
kill vehicle, collided with an inopera-
ble Chinese weather satellite, the
Fengyun-1C, 863 km above the Earth's
surface, instantly destroying the
satellite and creating a debris field
that threatened every satellite in low-
Earth orbit. Even now, 15 years later,
more than 2,300 pieces of debris from
that collision remain in space and
must be tracked as threats. The
launch and strike were condemned al-
most universally, and for the next 14
years no one else took a similar risk. 

Activities in space are governed by
the 1967 Outer Space Treaty, which is
currently ratified by 111 nations. The
treaty was negotiated in the shadow
of the Cold War when only two na-
tions, the Soviet Union and the US had
spacefaring capabilities. While the
Outer Space Treaty offers broad prin-
ciples to guide the activities of na-
tions, it does not offer detailed 'rules
of the road.' Essentially, the treaty as-
sures freedom of exploration and use
of space to all humankind. There are
just two caveats to this, and multiple
gaps immediately present them-
selves. The first caveat states that the
Moon and other celestial bodies must
be used exclusively for peaceful pur-
poses. It omits the rest of space in this
blanket prohibition. The only guidance
offered in this respect is found in the
treaty's preamble, which recognizes a
'common interest' in the 'progress of
the exploration and use of space for
peaceful purposes.' The second
caveat says that those conducting ac-
tivities in space must do so with 'due
regard to the corresponding interests
of all other States Parties to the
Treaty.' A major problem arises from
the fact that the treaty does not offer
clear definitions for either 'peaceful
purposes' or 'due regard.' While the
Outer Space Treaty does specifically
prohibit placing nuclear weapons or

weapons of mass destruction any-
where in space, it does not prohibit
the use of conventional weapons in
space or the use of ground-based
weapons against assets in space.
Finally, it is also unclear if some
weapons like China's new nuclear ca-
pable partial-orbit hypersonic missile
should fall under the treaty's ban.

The vague military limitations built
into the treaty leave more than enough
room for interpretation to result in
conflict. Space has been used for mili-
tary purposes since Germany's first V2
rocket launch in 1942. Many early
satellites, GPS technology, a Soviet
Space Station and even NASA's space
shuttle were all either explicitly devel-
oped for or have been used for military
purposes. With increasing commer-
cialization, the lines between military
and civilian uses of space are less blur-
ry. Most people are able to identify
terrestrial benefits of satellites like
weather forecasts, climate monitoring
and internet connectivity but are un-
aware that they also increase agricul-
tural yields and monitor human rights
violations. The rush to develop a new
space economy based on activities in
and around Earth and the Moon sug-
gests that humanity's economic de-
pendence on space will only increase.
However, satellites that provide ter-
restrial benefits could or already do
serve military functions as well. We
are forced to conclude that the lines
between military and civilian uses re-
main sufficiently indistinct to make a
potential conflict more likely than not.
Growing commercial operations will
also provide opportunities for disputes
over operational zones to provoke gov-
ernmental military responses. While
there has not yet been any direct mili-
tary conflict in space, there has been
an escalation of efforts by nations to
prove their military prowess in and
around space. Russia's test is only the
most recent example. In 2007, China
tested an anti-satellite weapon and
created an enormous debris cloud that
is still causing problems. The
International Space Station had to
dodge a piece from that Chinese test
as recently as Nov 10, 2021.

Similar demonstrations by the US

and India were far less destructive in
terms of creating debris, but they
were no more welcomed by the inter-
national community. The new UN res-
olution is important because it sets in
motion the development of new
norms, rules and principles of respon-
sible behaviour. Properly executed,
this could go a long way toward pro-
viding the guardrails needed to pre-
vent conflict in space. Major powers
seek advantage and to avoid disad-
vantages. If the purpose to include
Space in the realm of military warfare
is to 'gain advantage', then the race to
gain dominance in it is expected. As
the realm of Space including Moon
becomes increasingly valuable for
economic gains, the race to protect
assets in Space will trigger an arms
race. This arms race has the potential
to trigger a nuclear conflict on earth
between nations seeking dominance
of Space. Those who will seek to dom-
inate will also seek to develop arms to
'deter' as in the case of Nuclear
Deterrence. 'Deterrence' needs to be
lethal or otherwise it won't 'deter'. In
Nuclear War, race for development of
deterrence threatened the very exis-
tence of mankind on earth making the
major powers realise its futility, result-
ing in Arms Control treaties and 'this'
was during the height of the Cold War.
The UN Committee on the Peaceful
Uses of Outer Space has been ad-
dressing space activities since 1959.
However, the remit of the 95-member
committee is to promote international
cooperation and study legal problems
arising from the exploration of outer
space. It lacks any ability to enforce
the principles and guidelines set forth
in the 1967 Outer Space Treaty or
even to compel actors into negotia-
tions. The UN resolution from
November 2021 requires the newly
created working group to meet two
times a year in both 2022 and 2023.
While this pace of activity is glacial
compared with the speed of commer-
cial space development, it is a major
step in global space policy.

((MMiicchheellllee  HHaannlloonn  iiss  PPrrooffeessssoorr  ooff
SSppaaccee  LLaaww  aanndd  GGrreegg  AAuuttrryy  tteeaacchheess

SSppaaccee  PPoolliiccyy  aatt  AArriizzoonnaa  SSttaattee
UUnniivveerrssiittyy,,  UUSS..))

T he family of four Indians, including an infant,
who froze to death in Canada while allegedly at-

tempting to cross over illegally to the US, were from a
village in Kalol tehsil of Gandhinagar district in
Gujarat. Royal Canadian Mounted Police said that the
bodies of four persons two adults, a teen and an infant
were found on the Canadian side of the US-Canada
border in Manitoba province. Sources said a local
agent and his aide had a role in illegally sending mem-
bers of the Patel family to the US. India's High
Commissioner to Canada, Ajay Bisaria described it as
a grave tragedy. This case highlights lure of a better
life in US as perceived by rural families in India, par-
ticularly in states like Gujarat and Punjab. A stratified
society, lack of suitable employment with income and
uncertain agriculture situation forces people to seek
better avenues outside of India. The US today is home
to nearly 15 lakh persons of Gujarati origin and more
than 3.5 lakh who speak Gujarati as the first language.
Indeed, the American Dream has been sustaining a
steady flow of emigrants from Gujarat over genera-
tions, a flight that is captured every now and then in
popular culture through films such as 'Kevi Rite
Jaish'. In the 1940s Kanjibhai Desai, a Patel from
South Gujarat, went to the US through Mexico in the
quest of fortune and started a 'residential hotel', the
equivalent of what is now called a youth hostel. It was
a prophetic business idea today, around 40 percent of
the motel industry in the US is run by Gujaratis. Once
a Gujarati family purchased a motel, they would live
there, and the family members would do all the tasks
needed to run it, from cleaning rooms to checking in
guests. That helped keep costs down, and profits went
toward acquiring new motels. By the 1980s Gujaratis
had come to dominate the industry. First wave of im-
migrants that reached the US shores in 1965 consisted
chiefly of professionals such as doctors and engineers.

This was followed by the second wave of migration
which included students and relatives of the first
group of migrants who helped set up the motel indus-
try. Afterwards, people saw opportunities in the US
and came in hordes, both legally and illegally, to cater
to the Indian diaspora's demands, ranging from provi-
sion stores to priests for rituals. The US census data
shows that Gujaratis who account for only 6 percent of
the total population in India, form more than 20 per-
cent of the Indian American community. They are pri-
marily settled in places such as New York, New Jersey,
Chicago, San Francisco, Los Angeles, San Jose,
Washington, Dallas and Philadelphia. Gujaratis
began moving to the US relatively recently in history.
The current system dates to 1965, when the US
Congress passed the Immigration and Nationality
Act, which wiped away the old system of country quo-
tas established in the 1920s that many considered
racist. The idea was to treat people from all countries
equally, and the law's central pillar was to give
American citizens the ability to invite family mem-
bers who were still abroad. It also allowed for some im-
migration based on skills. Some experts argue that the
real implications of the 1965 law are only now dawn-
ing on the wider population, as the face of the country
changes and that realization is what has been driving
much of the emotion in politics. In India, lack of suit-
able employment opportunities and discrimination in
society still lures people to migrate to wealthy nations,
even if it means breaking the law.

Perception of better life

B efore installation of a grand statue of Netaji
Subhash Chandra Bose at India Gate, a holo-

gram is being used, powered by a 30,000 lumens 4K
projector. The size of the hologram statue is 28 feet in
height and 6 feet in width. Amid debate around use of
India Gate, there has been certain debate in section of
media and social media about approaches taken by
Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose and Mahatma Gandhi.
Some say that Mahatma Gandhi led non-violent free-
dom movement would not have succeeded without a
paralled Azad Hind Fauj, which terriefied the British
rulers to leave India. This debate is unnecessary and
both approaches had merits. "The differences be-
tween Mahatma Gandhi and Subhas Chandra Bose is
highly exaggerated by the people of India and more
particularly by the people in Bengal. The parting that
took place in 1939 was a temporary one and if we
study the relationship between Gandhi and Netaji, we
will find that it was one the marked with deep mutual
love, affection and respect," said Sugata Bose, the
noted historian and grandnephew of Subhas
Chandra Bose had clarified. The way both Mahatma
Gandhi and Bose were prepared to respect culture dif-
ference including religious differences and by accord-
ing that respect were able to rise above those differ-
ences in order to forge an overarching unity of the
country.

Bose hailed Gandhi as "greatest Indian" who
aroused the mass towards freedom movement. He re-
ferred to many instances showing both the leaders
had respect with each other. Gandhi also acknowl-
edged the contribution of Bose in changing the loyal-
ty of Indian soldiers towards Indian freedom rather
than Britishers. Gandhi also responded to Bose's
Azad Hind Fauz where he built "cultural intimacy"
among religious communities and broke down barri-
ers by allowing his soldiers belonging to different reli-
gions to dine and live together. It is not a coincidence
that Gandhi launched the Quit India Movement in
1942, around the same time when Bose was in the
process of forming the INA and gave a call for non-vi-
olent guerrilla struggle. Shridhar Charan Sahoo, au-
thor of Subhas Chandra Bose: Political Philosophy,
notices remarkable synergy between the Gandhi-led
Congress and Bose from the launch of Quit India
Movement onwards. Mood of the Mahatma acquired
a revolutionary elan during the movement. Use of id-
ioms of a violent struggle like 'rebellion', 'revolt', 'an-
archy' and 'uprising' by Gandhi were inspired by Bose
as synergy to achieve goal of freedom.

Synergy of Bose and Gandhi

Need to update laws and keep space peaceful
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Students pose with a banner reading "I am vaccinated" after being vaccinated with COVID-19 vaccine as defence against Covid-19 pandemic at a
school in Chennai, Tamil Nadu.

MICHELLE HANLON 
& GREG AUTRY

DEFENCE AGAINST PANDEMIC
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Momentum

New Delhi: Tata
Motors expects its
growth momentum to
continue this year as
well as anticipates
supply side issues to
improve, Tata Motors
PV MD Shailesh
Chandra told PTI that
each model has con-
tributed to this
growth, with seven
products in portfolio.

Offshoring
New Delhi: The
COVID-19 pandemic
has pushed demand
and clients under-
stand that every work
does not have to be
done onsite, which is
expected to open a lot
more offshoring op-
portunities from large
global markets going
forward. The
Bengaluru-based com-
pany, which logged a
23 per cent jump in its
December 2021 quar-
ter revenue, also said
its portfolio of servic-
es and capabilities, es-
pecially on cloud and
digital, are resonating.

Expects

New Delhi: Mobikwik
is expecting to close
the current financial
year with 100 per cent
revenue growth. COO
Upasana Taku told PTI
if the company is able
to increase revenue
and keep control on the
cost then losses can be
covered over in a few
quarters in timeline.

Relaxes
New Delhi: The cus-
toms department has
given time till
September 30 for the
re-export high-quality
containers which
have been imported
for efficient trans-
portation of liquid
medical oxygen dur-
ing the second wave of
Covid-19 pandemic.
Central Board of
Indirect Taxes and
Customs (CBIC) said
it has received repre-
sentations through
the Department for
Promotion of
Industry and Internal
Trade (DPIIT) for pro-
viding relaxations.

Growth

New Delhi: Having
raised its revenue
growth guidance for
2021-22 to "high teens"
on the back of robust
performance,
Syngene
International Ltd is
looking forward to
carry momentum into
next fiscal, its MD
CEO Jonathan Hunt
said that discovery
services doing well.

Plans
New Delhi: FabIndia
plans to raise up to Rs
4,000 crore through an
initial public offer and
in a novel approach,
the company's pro-
moters also plan to
gift more than 7 lakh
shares to artisans and
farmers.

New Delhi, Jan 23 (PTI):

The finance ministry is
expected to come out with
a single volume Economic
Survey for 2021-22 project-
ing a growth of around 9
per cent for the next finan-
cial year.

The Survey, which is
tabled in Parliament by
the Finance Minister
ahead of the Union
Budget, is being prepared
by Principal Economic
Advisor and other officials
in absence of the Chief
Economic Advisor (CEA),
who traditionally is the
main architect of the doc-
ument.

Even the first Economic
Survey of the Modi gov-
ernment presented by the

then Finance Minister
Arun Jaitley in July 2014
was prepared by senior
Economic Advisor Ila
Patnaik.

At that time the post of
CEA was vacant following
the appointment of
Raghuram Rajan as
Governor of Reserve Bank
of India. Later, Arvind
Subramanian moved in as
CEA in October 2014.

KV Subramanian com-
pleted his three-year term
as CEA on December 6 last
year. The government has
already initiated the
process for appointing

CEA who is a Secretary
rank official attached to
the finance ministry.

The economy, as per the
advance estimates of the
National Statistical Office
(NSO), is expected to
record a growth of 9.2 per
cent during the current
fiscal, which is a tad lower
than 9.5 per cent projected
by the Reserve Bank.

On account of the out-
break of COVID-19 and
subsequent nation-wide
lockdown to check the
spread of the virus, the
economy contracted by 7.3
per cent during 2020-21.

The impact of virus on the
economy was compara-
tively less during the cur-
rent financial year as the
lockdowns were local in
nature and did not cause
large-scale disruption in
economic activity.

The Survey is expected
to project a growth of
about 9 per cent for the
next financial year, ex-
perts said citing base ef-
fect.

As per the recent report
of the World Bank, India is
projected to grow at 8.7 per
cent while India Ratings
and Research said it ex-
pects India's gross domes-
tic product (GDP) to grow
7.6 per cent on-year in
FY23. As per ICRA report,
the country's real GDP is
likely to maintain a 9 per
cent growth rate in fiscal
2022 and 2023 amid con-
cerns over the Omicron
variant of Covid.

Single volume
‘Economic Survey’ likely

May project growth
rate of around 9%

Mumbai, Jan 23 (PTI):

India Inc is staring at an
"integrity crisis" in the sec-
ond year of the pandemic, a
survey done by a consultan-
cy firm has revealed.

The global survey con-
ducted by the consultancy
firm EY, which saw execu-
tives from 100 companies,
including chief executives,
board members and also
mid-management person-
nel participate, has found
concerning details like 59
per cent of the respondents
feeling there are executives
who would not mind com-
promising on integrity for
short-term gains.

Over half of the Indian
participants in the survey
also said that they did not
report a misconduct, which
is much higher than the 30
per cent average globally,
the survey said. In what can
impact the ability to curtail
further frauds, more than a
third (39 per cent) of the re-
spondents expressed appre-

hension about the whistle-
blowing channels, saying
the concerns raised may not
be acted upon. "It is very im-
portant for organisations to
guard against risks and the
tone has to be set from the
top," Arpinder Singh, the
India leader for the firm's
forensic and integrity serv-
ices vertical, told PTI.

He pointed to another
finding, wherein 33 per cent
of the respondents reported
that their own organization
has experienced "signifi-
cant fraud" in the aftermath
of the pandemic, and added
that India ranks second
among 54 countries sur-
veyed on this count.

Nearly two-thirds of
those surveyed said the pan-

demic and the ensuing
changes in the business en-
vironment have made it dif-
ficult for businesses to con-
duct themselves with in-
tegrity. Drawing from his
experience, Singh said there
are some specific risks
which have been observed
during the pandemic, which
include frauds around
money transfers because in
the virtual world, there is a
tendency not to run specific
checks on a document be-
fore clearing for payment.

Also, instances of money
getting siphoned-off are
also being reported, and dis-
covered only during an
audit, he added.

Apart from that, onboard-
ing of third parties sans
much of diligence is leading
to instances and fraud, he
said, adding that appoint-
ment of gig workers is an-
other challenge where there
have been troubles around
misrepresentation on re-
sumes and also imperson-
ation.

India Inc staring at ‘integrity crisis’,
top management ought to act

New Delhi, Jan 23 (PTI):

The domestic pharma-
ceutical industry is expect-
ing an increase in the
overall fund allocation for
the healthcare sector,
focus on policies that en-
courage R&D activities
and continuation of tax
concessions on various
drugs in the upcoming
Union Budget.

The industry is also
seeking simplification of
various processes in order
to enhance ease of doing
business for the private
sector companies.

"An increase in the
budgetary allocation from
the current 1.8 per cent of
the GDP to 2.5-3 per cent,
as envisaged in the
National Health Policy
2017 along with a separate
allocation for the bio-phar-
maceutical sector R&D is
imperative," Organisation

of Pharmaceutical
Producers of India (OPPI)
President S Sridhar told
PTI. The industry saw sig-
nificant momentum over
the past year, especially in
ensuring access to COVID-
19 vaccines and medicines
and this year's Budget will
be crucial to accelerate
sectoral growth and access
to innovative health solu-
tions across various dis-
eases and not COVID
alone, he added.

Sridhar noted that the
government should con-
tinue with the existing
Customs duty concessions
for medicines as any dis-
continuation thereof in

the current scenario will
impact the accessibility of
such medicines at afford-
able price. Import duty ex-
emptions for rare diseases
innovator drugs developed
globally, as proposed by
the NPRD should also be
taken into consideration,
he added. "Additional
measures towards improv-
ing ease of doing business
in the pharma sector with
emphasis on simplifica-
tion and making the
process industry friendly,
with specific provisions
for eliminating bottlenecks
will encourage invest-
ment, thus, contributing to
the long-term growth of
the industry, Indian
Pharmaceutical Alliance
(IPA) Secretary General
Sudarshan Jain said
adding that for the knowl-
edge-driven pharmaceuti-
cal industry, innovation
and R&D is critical.

Pharma industry seeks enhanced
funds for healthcare sector

New Delhi, Jan 23 (PTI):

The domestic appliances
and consumer electronics
industry expects an in-
crease in customs duty on
finished goods to discour-
age imports and facilitate
import substitution, along
with incentives for specific
R&D and localisation proj-
ects under the PLI scheme,
in the upcoming Budget.

The nearly Rs 75,000-
crore industry is expecting
"certain enablers" that will
encourage domestic manu-
facturing, said the
Consumer Electronics and
Appliances Manufacturers
Association (CEAMA).

"To further encourage
local manufacturers, there

should be a differential
duty of five per cent be-
tween the parts and fin-
ished goods. This will pro-
vide the much-needed in-
centive to the manufactur-
ers and help in building
manufacturing base in
India," CEAMA President
Eric Braganza.

It has also asked for a
road map of duty struc-
ture for the LED industry
for the coming five years
towards proper planning
of investments and policy
interventions.

"Two hundred per cent
weighted deduction for
R&D (research and devel-
opment) spends is critical

for keeping up the techno-
logical advancement for
the Indian manufacturer.
Additionally, incentives
can be given for specific
R&D and localisation proj-
ects in the field of electron-
ics under the PLI scheme,"
he said.

The industry also ex-
pects the government to
lower the GST on air con-
ditioners to an 18 per cent
tax slab and also a similar
reduction for TV (above
105 cm screen size),
Braganza added.

Besides, some makers
also expect the govern-
ment to lower the GST slab
for energy-efficient prod-
ucts further to 12 per cent,
a move that will not just
help to drive demand but
also increase the adoption
of sustainable appliances
in line with India's com-
mitment to climate goals.

CEAMA seek customs duty hike
on finished goods imports

High duty rates
are impacting
growth potential

New Delhi, Jan 23 (PTI):

Vedanta Resources Ltd's
plan to set up a USD 10 bil-
lion fund to acquire state-
owned firms has attracted
interest from sovereign
wealth funds and the cor-
pus will be floated once the
government invites price
for firms such as BPCL or
Shipping Corporation of
India (SCI), its chairman
said.

Metals and mining mag-
nate Anil Agarwal's group
has expressed interest to
acquire government stake
in Bharat Petroleum
Corporation Ltd (BPCL)
and SCI, worth over USD
12 billion.

"We are creating a USD
10 billion fund," Agarwal
said in an interview.

The fund will be made of
Vedanta's own resources
and outside investment.
"We have a tremendous re-

sponse for this, especially
from the sovereign wealth
funds," he said.

The idea is to create a
fund with a 10-year life
span that will use a private
equity-type strategy, buy-
ing into companies and
boosting their profitability
before seeking an exit.

Agarwal had previously
stated that Vedanta would
team up with London-
based firm Centricus to
create a USD 10-billion
fund that will invest in

stake sale of public sector
undertakings.

Centricus oversees USD
28 billion in assets.

"They all want me to be
the chairman," he told PTI
in the interview.

While Vedanta has com-
pleted due diligence of
BPCL, the government
earlier this month post-
poned invitation of the
price bid for sale of its
stake in SCI. The govern-
ment has not indicated
any date for invitation of
price bids for BPCL or SCI.

"As soon as the govern-
ment starts coming out
with a disinvestment pro-
gramme, in no time we can
raise. Nobody wants to put
in money and pay fees and
other costs. All is ready
and as soon as the govern-
ment activates the bidding
process, we will move for-
ward. Money will not be a
problem," he said.

Anil Agarwal to set up $10 bn
fund to hunt for Govt assets

Anil Agarwal

New Delhi, Jan 23 (PTI):

Industry body
Assocham has urged the
government to reduce the
customs duty on copper
concentrate from the pres-
ent 2.5 per cent to zero to
provide a level-playing
field and help industry
compete with imports of
value-added copper prod-
ucts from free trade agree-
ment (FTA) countries
under nil duty.

Copper concentrate is
the basic raw material
used by the copper indus-
try.

"Given the non-avail-
ability of copper concen-
trate in India, there is no

economic rationale to con-
tinue with import duty on
copper concentrate and it
is submitted to reduce cus-
toms duty on copper con-
centrate from 2.5 per cent
to nil. This will enable us
to have a level playing
field and compete with im-
ports of value added cop-
per products, from FTA

countries under Nil duty,"
according to the pre-budg-
et suggestions by
Assocham.

The Indian copper in-
dustry imports 95 per cent
of the copper concentrate
on account of its limited
availability in the country.
The domestic availability
is merely 5 per cent of the
total requirement.

The present customs
duty on import of copper
concentrates is 2.5 per
cent whereas the refined
copper is being increas-
ingly imported into India
at nil duty under the Free
Trade Agreements, mak-
ing it a clear case of an in-
verted duty structure.

Govt urged to remove custom
duty on copper concentrate

New Delhi, Jan 23 (PTI):

The Services Export
Promotion Council (SEPC)
looks to set an export tar-
get of USD 300 billion for
2022-23 as it expects re-
sumption of regular inter-
national travels and other
business activities in the
coming time, its chairman
Sunil H Talati has said. He
said that by the end of this
fiscal, services exports
would reach USD 240 bil-
lion.

"With the hope of Covid-
19 waning away soon, re-
sumption of regular inter-
national travels and slew
of activities toward busi-
ness connectivity being
planned and proposed by
SEPC, we do intend to set a
target of USD 300 billion
for 2022-23," Talati told
PTI.

He also suggested an-
nouncement of support
measures in the forthcom-
ing Budget for the sector.

The sector needs specif-
ic schemes for capacity
building for sustained
growth in the long run, he
said, adding a production
linked incentive scheme
kind of measures for the
sector can definitely help
capital intensive services
sectors like education, avi-
ation, healthcare, research
and development and film
production.

It has proposed an alter-
native scheme to SEIS
(services export from
India scheme) - DRESS
(Duty Remission on
Export of Services
Scheme) to boost the ship-
ments.

Would target $300 bn 
services exports in 2022-23

New Delhi, Jan 23 (PTI):

The top-10 most valued
companies suffered a com-
bined erosion of Rs 2.53
lakh crore in market valu-
ation last week, as the do-
mestic equity benchmarks
witnessed heavy selling in
line with the global mar-
ket rout.

Benchmark indices wit-
nessed nearly a 4 per cent
cut last week as FPIs
booked profits across
large-caps and select mid-
caps. On a weekly basis,
the Sensex lost 2,185.85
points or 3.57 per cent,
while the Nifty slumped
638.60 points or 3.49 per
cent. Mirroring the lack-
lustre trend in the broader

market, the combined
market capitalisation (m-
cap) of the country's top-10
firms eroded by Rs
2,53,394.63 crore during
last week. Corporate
major Reliance Industries'
m-cap fell by Rs 40,974.25
crore to Rs 16,76,291.69
crore. IT bellwethers - TCS
and Infosys Technologies -
together lost Rs 1,09,498.10
crore from their cumula-
tive market cap. The m-cap
of TCS stood at Rs
14,18,530.72 crore, while
that of Infosys was at Rs
7,51,144.40 crore. Country's
top lenders HDFC Bank,
ICICI Bank and SBI saw a
cumulative erosion of Rs
29,239.04 crore in their
market capitalisation.

Mcap of top-10 most valued cos
erodes by over Rs 2.53 lakh cr

New Delhi, Jan 23 (PTI):

Equity markets will look
for directions from global
trends, ongoing quarterly
earnings and investment
patterns of foreign institu-
tional investors (FIIs) in a
holiday-shortened week
ahead and may encounter
volatility amid the sched-
uled monthly derivatives
expiry, according to ana-
lysts.

Equity markets will re-
main closed on Wednesday
on account of 'Republic
Day'. "This week is a holi-
day-shortened one and it's
going to be critical due to
the list of events and data
that are lined up. First, mar-
kets will react to the earn-
ings of two index heavy-
weights Reliance Industries
and ICICI Bank," said Ajit
Mishra, vice-president (re-
search) of Religare

Broking. Mishra added that
currently, the uncertainty
around the quantum of a
rate hike by the US Federal
Reserve is spooking mar-
kets the world over and par-
ticipants expect clarity in
the scheduled FOMC
(Federal Open Market
Committee) meeting out-
come on January 26. "Amid
all, the monthly expiry of
January month derivatives
contract would keep
traders on their toes," he
said. In the run-up to the
Budget, sector-specific ex-
pectations will further add
to the choppiness, he added.
"On the earnings front, we
have some big names like
Axis Bank, Kotak
Mahindra Bank, Maruti,
Cipla, Vedanta and Larson
& Toubro who will an-
nounce their results along
with several others,"
Mishra said.

Global trends, quarterly
earnings major drivers for
equity market this week

New Delhi, Jan 23 (PTI):
Industry body CII has suggest-
ed the government include an
additional 1 per cent corporate
social responsibility levy apart
from the mandatory 2 per cent
for one year in the upcoming
Budget to encourage corpo-
rates to spend on providing
Covid vaccine booster shots.
The Confederation of Indian
Industry (CII) has also urged
state governments to lift the
pandemic-induced restrictions
on economic activity, arguing
that the occupancy rate of hos-
pital beds due to the Omicron
variant of Covid is well within
the manageable level. "CII sug-
gests that 1 per cent of man-
dated CSR funds be earmarked
for vaccination. We also recom-
mend that an additional 1 per
cent be added to CSR require-
ments in the Budget, for a
specified period of 12 months,
so that boosters can be made
available to all age-groups," CII
President T V Narendran said.

CII for additional 1%
CSR levy to provide

booster shots

New Delhi, Jan 23 (PTI):

The Noida Apparel Export
Cluster (NAEC) on Sunday
sought immediate intervention
of the government in contain-
ing high cost of cotton yarn
and fabrics, saying rising
prices are impacting
exporters.
NAEC president Lalit Thukral
suggested control in cotton
exports, removal of 10 per
cent cotton import duty, and
development of a mechanism
to regulate the prices of cot-
ton and other raw materials to
support the sector.
"Apparel industry is facing a
severe problem of high cost of
cotton yarn and fabrics.
During the last couple of
months the cotton prices have
been hiked up to 80 per cent.

The prices of the cotton per
candy of 335 kg went to Rs
74,000 from Rs 37,000. In
apparel making, 75 per cent of
raw material used is cotton,"
he said. He added that the
unexpected steep price rise of
the cotton posed a great chal-
lenge to the apparel manufac-
turers and exporters as it is
hurting the production cost,
which has been increased
many folds. "Indian exporters
are losing export orders and
facing tough competition in the
global export market. Moreover,
they are also losing confidence
of the importers and the buying
houses," Thukral said, adding
the major reason for this situa-
tion is unchecked export of cot-
ton to competing countries like
Bangladesh, Vietnam and
Thailand.

Govt intervention sought in containing
high cost of cotton yarn, fabrics



26th January 2022 marks the 73rd Republic Day of
India. And to celebrate this glorious day, &TV

artists Tej Sapru (Prajapati Daksh, Baal Shiv), Ishita
Ganguly (Sandhya Gupta, Ghar Ek Mandir- Kripa
Agrasen Maharaja Ki), Akansha Sharma (Sakina Mirza,
Aur Bhai Kya Chal Raha Hai?), Yogesh Tripathi (Daroga
Happu Singh, Happu Ki Ultan Paltan) and Rohitashv
Gour (Manmohan Tiwari, Bhabiji Ghar Par Hai) salute
the undying spirit of every frontline worker and our
jawans.

Ishita Ganguly, who has recently joined &TV’s Ghar
Ek Mandir-Kripa Agrasen Maharaja Ki as Sandhya
Gupta, says, “Republic Day always fills my heart with
immense pride. I fondly remember my school days
where we would gather in school assembly and sing pa-
triotic songs. We also performed parades and sang the
national anthem remembering the sacrifices of all the
freedom fighters. There is no doubt our country is the
greatest of all, and on this Republic Day, I urge everyone
to strive to make it better.”

Tune in to watch Baal Shiv at 8:00 PM, Ghar Ek
Mandir-Kripa Agrasen Maharaja Ki at 9:00 PM, Aur
Bhai Kya Chal Raha Hai? at 9:30 PM, Happu Ki Ultan
Paltan at 10:00 PM and Bhabiji Ghar Par Hai at 10:30 PM,
airing every Monday to Friday only on &TV.

Celebrated singer Sonu Nigam, who reunited with veteran filmmaker
Subhash Ghai for '36 Farmhouse', expressed his gratitude to the film-
maker and said he helped shape his musical career in the initial

stages. Nigam lent his voice to the song 'Mohabbat' in the film. The song has been
composed by Ghai, who makes his debut as music director in the film.

The acclaimed singer had earlier worked with Ghai and delivered superhit songs
in films such as 'Taal' and 'Pardes', so lending his voice to '36 Farmhouse' was spe-
cial to him. "I can never say 'no' to anything that Subhashji asks for," Nigam said.
"This time around, he composed the song too, besides writ-
ing it. I did recommend to him Meghdeep Bose as the
music producer to further embellish his song and he
listened to me because he trusts me." He added: "It
goes without saying that Subhashji has always had
a knack for music. Even earlier, every time he gave
his two cents to a song, added a word, or a line, that
became the central point, and I am sure it will be
no different for this one too." Nigam concluded by
saying: "Subhashji is like family to me. I always feel
the warmth and love of a father from him
when he is around me. He has been a
part of my life since 'Pardes' and
I can feel that he's in-
ternally proud
of me and of
the fact that
he has
played a very
i m p o r t a n t
role in shap-
ing up my ini-
tial musical
life."

Directed by
Ram Ramesh
Sharma, with
the story writ-

ten Ghai, '36

Sony Entertainment Television’s power packed show
‘Dhadkan Zindaggi Kii’ is soaring to new heights
with lots of love and appreciation from the fans.

With an empowering and strong narrative, the show
sheds light on the pressing issue of gender disparity in
the workplace and how a woman fights against all odds to
fulfil her dreams. This being her first stint on television,
model turned actress Alma Hussein who essays the char-
acter of Dr. Sia Advani has impressed the audience with
her charming personality. While shoot keeps her busy
most of the time, Alma ensures that she makes time to ex-
ercise as she is very particular about her fitness and diet.
The actress reveals her fitness mantra of leading a
healthy lifestyle. Revealing her fitness mantra, Alma
Hussein said, "To me, fitness means being happy from
within and feeling healthy. No matter what activity you
do, be it running or exercising, it is bound to make you fit-
ter if it gives you a sense of satisfaction. I always try to
keep a tab on the portion of whatever I eat. A healthy and
balanced diet is crucial as our
body needs several nutrients
to stay fit. I fuel myself with
a heavy breakfast and
lunch and, more impor-
tantly, keep my body hy-
drated by drinking lots
of water. I generally
don’t work out daily
since I have a very
hectic schedule at
shoots. It is 3-4
days a week that I
try to catch up
with my workout
session. I strong-
ly believe that the
person who feels
healthy and is
super-charged is
always fit".

Actress Samantha, who is holidaying in Verbier,
Switzerland, seems to be having the time of her
life, impressing her fans with news skills that

she seems to have acquired in a short span of time.
Yes, the actress, it seems, has not just learnt but

also mastered the art of skiing within a very short
period of time, much to the delight of all her fans
and well wishers, who are filled with admiration
for her. The actress, who commands a huge fan
base all across south India, posted a picture of
herself in skiing gear and later, a video clip of

herself skiing on Instagram.
She said, "Day 4 is when the magic hap-

pens", adding a hashtag, "Skiing ain't easy
but it sure is fun." Shortly, she posted a

video of herself skiing a considerably
long distance, and said, "Leave your

ego at home they said... no truer
words have been spoken."

It was not just her fans who were
bowled by her skiing skills,

celebrities like Priya Atlee, the
wife of director Atlee, her

close friend and stylist
Neeraja Kona and actress

Pragya Jaiswal were
also among those

who were im-
pressed.

Krithi Shetty
plays eye doc
to Sudheer
Babu’s 
filmmaker 
Sudheer Babu plays a filmmak-

er and Krithi Shetty an eye
doctor in director

Mohanakrishna Indraganti's upcom-
ing Telugu romantic entertainer, 'Aa
Ammayi Gurinchi Meeku Cheppali'.

On Saturday, the makers released a teaser of the
film that gave away several facts about the plot.
The teaser reveals that Sudheer Babu plays a
highly successful director who makes only
commercial hit films. For once, however, the
man decides to be true to his heart and
chooses to make a film that is true to its
soul. The story of this film revolves around
a beautiful girl. Krithi Shetty plays that
beauty, Dr Alekhya, an eye doctor, who
has no intention of acting in films.
Sudheer Babu convinces her to
act and she agrees on one con-
dition. Produced by
Mahendra Babu and Kiran
Ballapalli, the film,
which features music
by Vivek Sagar and
cinematography by
P. G. Vinda, prom-
ises to be a
classy roman-
tic story.

ACROSS
1. Minor quarrels
6. Mormon State
10. Helper
14. Two cubed
15. Gender
16. Quarry
17. Ghostly
18. Cease-fire
20. Established in advance
22. Pillar

23. Lawn material
24. Wind dir.
25. ____ Beta Kappa
27. Wild attempt
29. Draw out
31. Relaxes
35. Reduced
38. Characteristic
39. Overlook
40. Prepares copy
43. Jazz's ____ Fitzgerald
44. Ocean currents

46. Elaborately
48. Make tea
49. Cooks with vapor
50. Coal pit
52. Pitcher's stat
53. Lease
56. Cow's cry
59. Lack
61. Get free
63. Shedded clothing
66. Glossy fabric
67. Thing
68. Saga
69. Roberts and Clapton
70. Flagmaker Betsy ____
71. Do the backstroke
72. Thickly populated

DOWN
1. Oozes
2. Wharves
3. Concur
4. That's opposite
5. Church tower
6. Actress ____ Thurman
7. Field cover
8. Not quite
9. Holdup
10. Fitting
11. Spring flower
12. Art ____ ('20s movement)
13. Looked at
19. Begin
21. Biblical pronoun

26. Frosted
28. Flat caps
29. Respect
30. Fool
32. Discount event
33. Money drawer
34. Remain
35. Oodles
36. Radiate
37. Faction
41. Wood source
42. Entrap
45. Backbone
47. Gathered
49. Playground feature
51. Cozy retreats
53. Caesar's language
54. Heroic poems
55. Edgy
56. Naturalist John ____
57. Wise about
58. Keats poems
60. Hero shop
62. Concern
64. Den and study (abbr.)
65. Carter's party (abbr.)

CENTRAL CHRONICLE, MONDAY,  JANUARY  24,  2022

You may rave and rant, but all you'll get
from colleagues or juniors are wishy-
washy excuses for a job not done.
Ganesha advises that you take care to
finish your own work before you help oth-
ers. The stars say that your beloved will
smoothen your creased brow.

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18
While you will need loads of moral support
to keep your spirits up, you are also likely
to be blessed with the company of a per-
son who is equipped to provide just that.
Positive results will come your way as long
as you do not give up. Use your imagina-
tion and creativity to surge ahead of the
competition, says Ganesha.

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20
Will be busy with daily trends today.
Homework requires a lot of hard work,
yet you will feel joy and relief in it. At the
end of the day you will feel satisfied with
your work.

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20
Your thinking is expected to be immensely
clear and focused this day. This, therefore, is
a great day for holding important meetings
with colleagues and partners, for resolving
vital issues, for entering new tie business
tie-ups. Knowing what you want as well as
how to get it will give you a tremendous
advantage.

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

A long and hectic day awaits you. You will
be in the mood to finish off long-pending
projects at work or at home. There is a
chance that your personal life may get
affected due to the extra attention you
pay towards work. You need to guard
against hurting the feelings of your family
members, says Ganesha.

Gemini: May 22 – June 21
Today, you will shift your entire focus
on the problems plaguing your person-
al life, feels Ganesha. Your ability to nip
a problem in the bud has helped you to
have a good personal life so far. And
today, you will have to use your skills to
mend the strain in your relationship
with your loved ones. 

Cancer: June 22 – July 22
You will need to work hard to achieve your
goals today. Those who are serious about
their work will be easily able to tide over
the day. You need to be cautious today.
Not only at work, but even in personal
relationships, you need to be on guard.
You need to maintain a balance between
home and at work, says Ganesha.

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23
Issues regarding religious beliefs and
spirituality will surface today. Pursue
your goals single-mindedly to attain
success in the field of your choice, and
exploit your abilities and talents to the
hilt, advises Ganesha. You will be more
logical and calculative, rather than emo-
tional, in matters of your relationships.

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

The clock ticks on, but chances are it
can hardly beat you in the race, thanks
to your prompt and sincere efforts.
Today, you shall be a paragon of excel-
lence. However, Ganesha waves the red
flag of caution: it always pays to be safe
rather than sorry. 

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23
A creative thought or an innovative idea
may spice up your routine work.
Apparently, you may seem all worked up
and disorganised, but actually you may be
quite systematic when it comes to your
work. Keep the enthusiasm in you alive to
make life happier, tips Ganesha.

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22
Today, find yourself driving all your
thoughts and actions towards your fam-
ily. You will also spend some superb
time with your dearie and discuss inti-
mate matters. A relaxing day today as
you spend time with your friends and
family, chilling out and having a good
laugh or two.

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21
Whether you're an artist, performer, profes-
sional or an entrepreneur, career issues will
take the foreground today, while personal
matters will wait in queue for your attention,
says Ganesha. Your performance will be at
its all-time high, and your efforts will be duly
rewarded, but credit for this must go to your
loved ones who will lend their unceasing
support for all your endeavours.

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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Lucknow, Jan 23 (PTI):

Two-time Olympic
medallist PV Sindhu eased
past young compatriot
Malvika Bansod in
straight games to win her
second women's singles
title at the Syed Modi
International badminton
tournament here on
Sunday.

Playing in a depleted
field due to multiple
COVID-19 cases, top seed
Sindhu hardly broke her
sweat to get past Bansod
21-13 21-16 in a lop-sided
title contest. The final last-
ed just 35 minutes.

It was former world
champion Sindhu's second
Syed Modi title after hav-
ing annexed the BWF
World Tour Super 300
event in 2017.

Before that, seventh
seeded Indians Ishaan
Bhatnagar and Tanisha
Crasto clinched the mixed
doubles title with a
straight game win over
compatriots T Hema
Nagendra Babu and
Srivedya Gurazada.

Bhatnagar and Crasto
inflicted a 21-16 21-12 on

the unseeded Indian duo
in the summit clash that
ended in 29 minutes.

Earlier, the men's sin-
gles final between Arnaud
Merkle and Lucas
Claerbout was declared a
'No Match' after one of the
finalists tested positive for
COVID-19.

It was expected to be a
one-sided women's singles
match between world
number seven Sindhu and
young Bansod, ranked

84th in the world, and it
turned out to be exactly
that.

Sindhu used her vast ex-
perience and skills to great
effect as Bansod found it
extremely difficult to ad-
just to her opponent's
game from the onset.

The Tokyo Olympics sil-
ver medallist took off from
the word go and raced to a
7-0 lead in no time. The ace
shuttler used her height
and reach to great effect to

increase her lead to 11-1 at
the break.

After the break, Bansod
tried to up her game and
collected a few points to
close the gap but it was no
match for a much superior
Sindhu, who closed out the
first game with consum-
mate ease.

The second game, how-
ever, produced a better
contest with Bansod try-
ing her best to lift her
game, and she did that too,
but it was not enough to
challenge Sindhu's class.

Sindhu used her height
to mix her smashes with
pinpoint drop shots, which
Bansod failed to counter
as the Olympic medallist
raced to a 11-4 lead at the
break.

Sindhu continued in the
same vein even though
Bansod tried her best to
forge a comeback and in
the process secured four
points on the trot to reduce
the deficit to 17-12.

Bansod managed to pick
up four more points but
lacked the temperament
and class as Sindhu closed
out the contest without
any fuss.

Sindhu wins Syed Modi
International badminton title

Melbourne, Jan 23 (AP):

Rafael Nadal is into the
quarterfinals of the
Australian Open for the
14th time after beating
Adrian Mannarino in
straight sets following a
long opening tiebreaker.

Nadal needed seven set
points before finishing off
the 28-minute, 40-second
tiebreaker on the way to
his 7-6 (14), 6-2, 6-2 fourth-
round victory.

It extended his streak to
21 straight wins against fel-
low left-handers.

Nadal moved to equal-
second with John
Newcombe on the all-time
list for most quarterfinals
in Australia. Roger Federer
tops that list with 15.

It's also his 45th time into
the last eight at a Grand
Slam tournament, which is
third on the all-time list be-
hind Federer (58) and
Novak Djokovic (51).

Nadal is now potentially
three victories away from a
men's record 21st Grand
Slam singles title.

No. 1 Ash Barty into
quarterfinals 

Top-ranked Ash Barty
has reached the Australian
Open quarterfinals with a
6-4, 6-3 win over 20-year-old
Amanda Anisimova. Barty
is aiming to be the first
Australian woman to win
her home Grand Slam title

since 1978 and has gone
through the first four
rounds without dropping a
set. She's into the quarterfi-
nals at Melbourne Park for
the fourth straight year.
Anisimova was coming off
a third-round upset over de-
fending champion Naomi
Osaka, when she saved two
match points. She broke
Barty's opening service
game of the second set a

first for the tournament but
the two-time major winner
responded by breaking
back and taking six of the
last seven games. Barty
beat Anisimova in the
semifinals of the French
Open in 2019 on the way to
winning her first Grand
Slam title. Asked if it's a
good omen, Barty said Let's
wait and see. Barty will
next play No. 21-seeded

Jessica Pegula, who beat
fifth-seeded Maria Sakkari
7-6 (0), 6-3.

Shapovalov upsets
Zverev to reach quarterfi-
nals

Denis Shapovalov has
upset third-seeded
Alexander Zverev to move
into an Australian Open
quarterfinal match against
Rafael Nadal.

The No. 14-seeded
Shapovalov is into the
quarterfinals in Australia
for the first time. The 22-
year-old Canadian finished
off a 6-3, 7-6 (5), 6-3 win over
Olympic gold medalist
Zverev on Margaret Court
Arena less than an hour
after Nadal secured his
spot in the Australian
Open quarterfinals for the
14th time. Shapovalov
spent almost 11 hours on
court through the first
three rounds, winning
twice in four sets and once
in five, and was surprised
by the relative speed of his
2-hour, 21-minute win over
Zverev. Probably the one I
least expected to finish in
three, he said.

Definitely happy with
where the game is at. I
played pretty smart today.
Nadal got the better of an
almost 29-minute tiebreak-
er in the first set on his
way to beating Adrian
Mannarino 7-6 (14), 6-2, 6-2
on Rod Laver Arena.

Sania-Ram pair cruis-
es into mixed doubles
quarterfinals 

India's Sania Mirza and
her American partner
Rajeev Ram advanced to the
mixed doubles quarterfi-
nals of the Australian Open
with a straight set win over
Ellen Perez and Matwe
Middelkoop here on
Sunday. The unseeded Indo-
American duo took one
hour 27 minutes to dispatch
Australian Perez and Dutch
Middelkoop 7-6 (8/6),6-4 in
the second round clash on
Court 3. Mirza and Ram
will now face the winners of
another second round, all
Australian tie between Sam
Stosur and Matthew Ebden
and Jaimee Fourlis and
Jason Kubler, in the quar-
terfinals. Mirza and Ram
had got the better of
Serbia's Aleksandra Krunic
and Nikola Cacic in the first
round. Earlier this week,
the six-time Grand Slam
winner Mirza had been
knocked out in the first
round of the women's dou-
bles event. Mirza, who will
retire after the 2022 season,
is the only Indian remain-
ing in fray in the season's
first Grand Slam after
Rohan Bopanna and his
Croatian partner Darija
Jurak Schreiber made a
first-round exit from the
mixed doubles event on
Saturday.

Nadal into Australian Open QFs for 14th time

Dubai, Jan 23 (PTI):

Pakistan wicketkeeper-
batter Mohammad Rizwan
and England's Tammy
Beaumont were on
Sunday named the ICC
men's and women's T20
Player of the Year, respec-
tively, following a prolific
2021. Rizwan ruled the
roost in 2021 when it came
to the shortest format in
the men's game, while
Beaumont finished the
year as the third-highest
run-getter in women's
T20Is.

Aggregating a stagger-
ing 1,326 runs in only 29
matches, Rizwan struck at
an average of 73.66 and a

strike-rate of 134.89. Apart
from his exploits with the
bat, he was as solid as ever
behind the stumps, play-
ing a key role in Pakistan's
run to the semifinals dur-
ing the T20 World Cup in
the UAE, where he ended
up as the third-highest
run-scorer.

He also scored his maid-
en T20I century against
South Africa in Lahore
early in the year and con-
tinued his form with a
brilliant knock of 87
against West Indies in
Karachi. With another T20
World Cup coming up next
year, Pakistan will hope
that Rizwan continues in
the same vein.

Tarouba , Jan 23 (PTI):

Angkrish Raghuvanshi
and Raj Bawa smashed cen-
turies as four-time champi-
ons India recorded a thump-
ing 326-run win over min-
nows Uganda to top Group
B in the U19 World Cup
here.

The victory on Saturday
was India's largest win in
tournament history.

The Hrishikesh Kanitkar-
coached side thus ended the
league stage with three
wins in as many games,
having earlier thrashed
South Africa U19 (by 45
runs) and Ireland U19 (by

174 runs). Put into bat at the
picturesque Brian Lara sta-
dium, India colts first rode
on hundreds from Bawa
(162 not out off 108 balls)
and opener Raghuvanshi
(144 off 120 balls) to post a
mammoth 405/5, the high-
est total in this edition.

They then bundled out
the opposition for a meager
79 in 19.4 overs to eke out an
easy win in a lop-sided af-
fair. India play their quar-
terfinals against
Bangladesh on January 29,
allowing their COVID-19 in-
fected players including
skipper Yash Dhull enough
time to recover.

Mumbai, Jan 23 (PTI):
Coming off an 18-0 walloping
of Indonesia, title contenders
Australia will have their nose
ahead in their Women's Asian
Cup Group B game against
Philippines here on Monday. In
the day's other Group B
match, in Navi Mumbai,
Indonesia and Thailand will be
aiming to bounce back from
defeats in their respective
openers.
Plenty of focus will be on head
coach Alen Stajcic, but the
Philippines boss insists he will
put his personal feelings to
one side when he takes on for-
mer employers Australia in the
much-awaited match.
With Australia netting 18 goals
against Indonesia, and the
Philippines fresh from a win
against Thailand, the match
pits the group's topper against
the second-placed team, with
the winners at Mumbai
Football Arena all but certain
to advance to the knockout
stage with a game to spare.
Having taken the Matildas to
the final at the 2014 and 2018
editions, Stajcic's tenure
ended abruptly early in 2019,
with the 48-year-old spending
time in men's club football
before emerging as the new
Philippines head coach on the
eve of the ongoing tourna-
ment.

Bridgetown, Jan 23 (AP):

England followed up its
heavy Ashes defeat with a
nine-wicket loss to West Indies
in their Twenty20 series open-
er on Saturday.

England was all out for 103
in 19.4 overs after recovering
from 39-6 at the halfway stage
before West Indies reached 104-
1 with nine wickets and 17
balls to spare. After being
asked to bat first on a tricky
pitch with inconsistent
bounce, England lurched to 10-
3 and 49-7 as its Ashes batting
woes transferred to the
Caribbean at the outset of this
five-match series. Lower-order
batters Chris Jordan and Adil
Rashid spared England's
blushes to some extent but
West Indies was rarely trou-
bled in its pursuit. Jordan top-
scored for England with 28
from 23 balls and was one of
only four batters to make dou-
ble figures in a much-changed
lineup for the tourists, without
the likes of Jos Buttler and
Ben Stokes after their Ashes
exertions. West Indies opener
Brandon King's unbeaten 52
from 49 deliveries broke the
back of the chase. Nicholas
Pooran was 27 not out as the
hosts reached their target after
17.1 overs. The second T20 is on
Sunday.

Muscat, Jan 23 (PTI):

Former South Africa
spinner Imran Tahir made
the most of his reprieves
with an unbeaten 52 as
World Giants defeated a de-
pleted Indian Maharajas
by three wickets in a
Legends League Cricket
humdinger here.

Put into bat, Indian
Maharajas were reeling at
15/2 inside the second over
but wicketkeeper-batter
Naman Ojha smashed a
whirlwind 140 to stage a re-
markable recovery along-
side skipper Mohammed
Kaif (53 not out) to take
them to a mammoth 209/3
here on Saturday.

But Tahir had his way
after being dropped twice
as he smashed five sixes
and three fours to seal the
win in style with his first
T20 fifty. This was the
World Giants' first win
after they lost to Asia Lions
on Friday as all the three
teams now have one win
each with the second and
final leg beginning on
Monday.

With 48 needed off the

last three overs, Tahir
smashed Manpreet Gony
and Munaf Patel for three
sixes as the South African
got a reprieve for the sec-
ond time.

The Indian Maharajas
had to defend 12 runs in the
final over and skipper Kaif
had limited options with
RP Singh and Hemang
Badani both back in the

dressing room with niggles
as he handed the ball to
Venugopal Rao.

Tahir pounced on Rao
with two sixes to take the
team home with three balls
to spare.

"We decided that I would
take the risks and avoid
singles. I was lucky to hit
the sixes, get over the line.
It was difficult to chase and

we tried our best. I'm really
pleased to contribute to the
team. I'm a very happy
man going back home."

"It's (the LLC) been bril-
liant. I wish I could have
stayed more. I would like to
come back again," aid
Tahir, who will now go to
Pakistan to play in the PSL.

Earlier, Naman raced to
the three figures in just 57
balls before getting out in
the final over after his ma-
jestic knock from just 69 de-
liveries comprising 15
fours and nine sixes.

But the total did not
prove enough as the Indian
Maharajas were let down
by their fielding effort,
while Kaif was handi-
capped by his limited bowl-
ing resources.

Muscat, Jan 23 (PTI):

Former Pakistani pacer
Shoaib Akhtar believes
Indian cricket finds itself
at the crossroads after the
end of Virat Kohli's cap-
taincy era, leaving a big
task ahead for Rahul
Dravid who will have to
prove that he is not an
"overrated" coach.

Weeks after he was
sacked as ODI captain,
Kohli took everyone by
surprise after he quit the
captaincy from the longest
format following a 1-2 se-
ries defeat against South
Africa.

"I don't know what
(BCCI president) Sourav
Ganguly and other people
think. But Indian cricket
is definitely at the pinna-
cle point (crossroads),"
Akhtar told PTI on the
sidelines of Legends
League Cricket T20 tour-
nament here.

Under stand-in captain
KL Rahul, India also lost
the ODI series in South
Africa as the new coach-
ing management under
Rahul Dravid suffered
their first defeat on their
maiden overseas tour.

"No, Indian cricket is
not going down. You have
to take control of the situa-
tion. Rahul Dravid has a

big job in his hands. "I
hope people don't say that
he's an overrated coach.
He has to prove that, and
obviously he has big shoes
to fill in the place of Ravi
Shastri. He has a big task
ahead, let's see how he per-
forms." India had won the
first Test but lost the next
two as a win in the
Rainbow Nation remained
elusive for India. Kohli
was appointed Test skip-
per in 2014 taking over the
reins from MS Dhoni and
ended as India's most suc-
cessful captain. The 33-
year-old decided to give up
T20 captaincy before he
was removed as ODI skip-
per, creating a rift between
him and BCCI's top-brass.

Akhtar saw it coming
having seen the division in
the Indian dressing room
during the T20 World Cup.

"I knew that was com-
ing. I was in Dubai during

that time and I knew every
bit of it. I knew the whole
scenario and what was
happening in the Indian
dressing room from my
friends in India.

"There were people
against him. So I wasn't
surprised at his decision
to quit. It's not an easy
job," said the 'Rawalpindi
Express'. "These are test-
ing times for him, he will
have to come out stronger.
He will have to keep things
simple, work harder and
play his normal cricket."

You've to change fast
bowlers, like you change
tyres

India have seen a golden
age in their pace attack
with the likes of Ishant
Sharma, Mohammed
Shami and Jasprit
Bumrah leading the team
to some memorable victo-
ries in Australia, England
and South Africa.

"They have made very
healthy progress. Yes I'm
very impressed, hope
more such fast bowlers
keep coming from the sub-
continent and they keep
performing.

"I love everyone, I love
Bumrah, Shami is great...
It will be good fun if they
also start developing an at-
titude like the Pakistanis,"
said Akhtar.

Australia start
favourites against

Philippines
England thrashed by 9 wickets
in 1st T20 against West Indies

Brandon King of West Indies hits 4 during the 1st T20I between West
Indies and England at Kensington Oval, Bridgetown, Barbados.

Coach Dravid has to prove that he
is not overrated: Shoaib Akhtar

Rizwan and Beaumont
named ICC T20

Cricketers of the Year

India hammer Uganda to
top group, face

Bangladesh in quarters

LLC: Naman’s 140 in vain as
Tahir wins it for World Giants

Indian Maharajas 209/3 in 20
overs (Naman Ojha 140,
Mohammed Kaif 53 not out;
Ryan Sidebottom 2/20) lost to
World Giants 210/7 in 19.3
overs (Kevin Pietersen 53,
Imran Tahir 52 not out; Stuart
Binny 2/22, Munaf Patel
2/51) by three wickets.

Brief Scores



ULFA (I) refrains from
calling bandh on R-Day

Guwahati, Jan 23 (PTI): 

In view of the prevail-
ing COVID-19 situation,
Paresh Barua-led ULFA
(Independent) has re-
frained from calling
bandh on Republic Day
for the first time in over
two decades. Welcoming
the insurgent outfit's ges-
ture, Assam Chief
Minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma hoped that such
confidence-building meas-
ures may lead to a formal
discussion between ULFA
(I) and the Centre in the
future.

In a statement emailed
to the media, Barua said
that ULFA (I) will not call

for bandh or boycott of
Republic Day celebrations
keeping in view the
COVID-19 situation. He,
however, urged people to
abstain from participat-
ing in the celebration due
to the pandemic.

Welcoming the deci-
sion, Sarma told reporters
here, "ULFA (I) chief
Paresh Barua has re-
frained from calling
bandh on Republic Day
due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic. It is a welcome
step. I think such confi-
dence-building measures
may lead to a formal dis-
cussion between the
Centre and the outfit in
the future."

New Delhi, Jan 23 (PTI): 

More than two decades
after it was founded, Druk
Padma Karpo School in
Ladakh, popularly known
as "Rancho's school", may
get the much-awaited
CBSE affiliation this year
as it got the clearance from
the Jammu and Kashmir
board after a long delay.

As per the affiliation
norms of the Central
Board of Secondary
Education (CBSE), schools
require a 'No Objection
Certificate' from the re-
spective state board.

The foreign schools re-
quire a similar document
from the concerned
Embassy or Consulate of
India in the concerned
country. The school which
shot to fame after it fea-
tured in the Aamir Khan-
starrer movie "3 Idiots" in
2009, is presently affiliated
to Jammu and Kashmir
State Board of School
Education (JKBOSE).

"We have been trying to
get our school affiliated to
the CBSE for many years,"
school principal Mingur
Agmo told PTI. "Though
we have all the required
infrastructure in place, ex-
cellent result record, and
focus on innovative ways
of teaching and learning,
we didn't get the NOC from
JKBOSE despite several

attempts all these years,"
she said. "Finally, the docu-
ment has been received
this month and we will
complete rest of the
process for affiliation
soon. We are hoping that

we will get the affiliation
this year and there will be
no more hurdles," she
added. The school has
been trying to get the
clearance since before
Ladakh acquired a Union

Territory status. Even
after the bifurcation,
schools in Ladakh contin-
ue to be affiliated to the
Jammu and Kashmir
board. A committee had
last year proposed estab-
lishment of a new territo-
rial board in Ladakh with
an aim to fulfil the "realis-
tic needs of the students as
per the natural conditions
of the region".

The 21-year-old school is
named after Mipham
Pema Karpo (1527-1592),
who is revered as a great
scholar, while Padma
Karpo means 'White Lotus'
in Bothi, the local lan-
guage. The wall of the
school's building was fea-
tured in the closing scene
of the Bollywood film in
which one of the charac-

ters, Chatur, tries to uri-
nate but gets an electric
shock as two kids throw at
him a light bulb connected
with wire from a first floor
window.

While the 'iconic idiotic
wall' -- part of a building
which was damaged in the
2010 flash floods -- still re-
mains on campus, the first
floor, earlier made of
bricks, has been replaced
with wooden structures
typically used in Ladakh.

The school decided in
2018 to relocate the
"Rancho's wall" to ensure
students don't get distract-
ed due to inflow of
tourists. Students there
study Bothi, English and
Hindi, plus sciences, social
studies, creative arts and
sports, Agma said.

Kolkata, Jan 23 (PTI): 

Amiya Bose, freedom
icon Subhas Bose's nephew,
was tasked by his uncle to
carry a secret letter seek-
ing Soviet help in India's
liberation, which was to be
delivered to agents in
Britain in October 1939,
barely a month into the
Second World War.

The freedom fighter's
nephew, who was searched
on landing in Britain by of-
ficers from New Scotland
Yard, managed to smuggle
in the letters one of which
was handed over to British
Communist leader of
Indian origin Rajani Palme
Dutt and another to a
Soviet agent.

"My father had recalled
that his uncle had sum-
moned him from
Cambridge to India in May
1939 and was asked to go on
a Russian mission'. His fa-

ther Sarat Bose was in the
know but not his mother.
He was asked to carry the
messages in his overcoat
pocket," said Madhuri
Bose, the daughter of
Amiya Bose and author of
the book The Bose
Brothers', said in an inter-
view to PTI. Amiya Bose
had narrated to his daugh-
ter that he had told Subhas
Bose, whose 125th birth an-
niversary is being celebrat-
ed Sunday, "If I get caught
with your message, you
would certainly be
hanged." Bose had replied
he would gladly take the
risk.

Subhas Bose, also called
Netaji by millions of
Indians, had held meetings
with the Communist Party
of India to enlist support in
approaching the govern-
ment of Soviet Russia.
Madhuri Bose recalls that
Soli Batlivala, who repre-

sented CPI at the meeting,
agreed to this course of ac-
tion. Batlivala in a hand-
written record of the meet-
ing given to Amiya Bose
three decades later recount-
ed that Netaji told him,
"The strategy I suggest is:
We in India launch a full-
scale national movement
for freedom; at the same
time Soviet Russia marches
from the North."

Netaji apparently told
Batlivala that "Soviet
Russia could be trusted not
to take advantage and occu-
py the country." CPI did not
look upon the scheme with
favour, according to the
Kolkata-based communist,
but agreed to see that the
message reached Moscow.

Accordingly, it was decid-
ed that Subhas Bose will
send a direct communica-
tion through Amiya Bose.
On arriving at UK's Poole
port by seaplane, Amiya

Bose was accosted by a
New Scotland Yard officer
who spoke perfect Bengali.
He was interrogated for
three hours and his lug-
gage searched.

His shaving kit and spare
shoes were confiscated but
amazingly his overcoat, in
whose pockets the letters
were kept, was not
searched. Amiya Bose later
recounted that his uncle
clearly had "a good under-
standing of the minds of
intelligence officers".

Amiya Bose contacted
Rajni Palme Dutt, then sec-
retary of the British
Communist party and
member of the Comintern,
and gave him one of the let-
ters. Palme Dutt in turn or-
ganized a rendezvous for
Amiya Bose with a Soviet
agent in a Bristol Hotel
where the second letter ad-
dressed to the Soviet lead-
ership was handed over.

Lucknow, Jan 23 (PTI): 

In poll-bound Uttar
Pradesh, family ties are
going through a test as
closely related candidates
pull out all stops in their
hunt for tickets. Driven
with ambition, close rela-
tives are trying to elbow
out each other for a nomi-
nation in various assembly
segments.

One glaring case of fami-
ly tussle is in Sarojini
nagar assembly seat in
Lucknow, where minister
Swati Singh and her BJP
state vice president hus-
band Dayashankar Singh
are locked in a ticket race.

Another keen tug-of-war

is witnessed in Amethi,
where the first and second
wife of former Congress
stalwart Sanjay Singh are
vying for the BJP nomina-
tion. Garima Singh,
Singh's first wife, is sitting
MLA of BJP from Amethi.
But when Sanjay Singh de-
fected to BJP, his present
wife Amita Singh emerged
as her challenger.

Sanjay Singh had given
up his Rajya Sabha seat be-
fore joining BJP in July
2019. Sources close to him
said he is lobbying to se-
cure nomination for Amita
Singh, the former
Badminton player he mar-
ried after divorcing
Garima Singh in 1995.

In the 2017 state election,
Amita Singh, then contest-
ing on a Congress ticket,
had stood fourth in the
seat. BJP's Lok Sabha coor-
dinator Rajesh Masala told
PTI-Bhasha that party's
word will be final in the
choice of candidates.

Selection of a candidate
is no issue here. Whoever
the party gives the ticket,
their victory will be en-
sured," he said. Contest for
ticket has created fissure
in a prominent political
family in Ghazipur district
too. Kin of deceased mus-
c l e m a n - p o l i t i c i a n
Krishnanad Rai are com-
peting with each other for
the BJP ticket.

‘From ‘moonwalk’ to dressing up as
‘Yamraj, traffic cops get creative’

New Delhi, Jan 23 (PTI): 

From doing the 'moon-
walk' while managing
traffic to dressing up as
'Yamraj' for sensitising
commuters against
drinking and driving,
traffic cops from across
the country are using cre-
ative methods to teach
road safety lessons and
spread awareness.

Ranjeet Singh, a traffic
cop from Indore, is a fan
of pop icon Michael
Jackson and has been per-
forming the singer's sig-
nature dance move while

managing traffic at busy
intersections since the
last 17 years.

"Unfortunately,many
people do not respect the
traffic light. They have an
impulse to jump it if
there is no cop watching
but once they see me per-
forming, they stop and
traffic is managed
smoothly. The technique
also helps whenever I'm
deputed at places where
we need to do crowd man-
agement," he said, adding
that he has received
recognition not only from
his department but also

multiple awards for the
initiative.

Sandeep Singh from
Gurgaon traffic police
dressed up as Yamraj, the
Lord of Death in Hindu
mythology, to send across
a message against drink-
ing and driving.

"Such drives are to
make people aware in a
dramatic way. If I explain
this to someone in that at-
tire, at least 20 people take
notice. I tried this before
the COVID-19 pandemic
and even during the pan-
demic we did this for peo-
ple who were stepping out

during lockdowns or at
places where there was
overcrowding," he said.

India recorded over 3.5
lakh road accidents dur-
ing 2020 in which 1,33,201
people died and 3,35,201
were injured, the annual
report of the National
Crime Records Bureau
(NCRB) showed. The gov-
ernment data showed
that more than 60 per cent
of road accidents were
caused due to over-speed-
ing, accounting for 75,333
deaths and 2,09,736 people
being injured.

"Every year, we read

about how many challans
were issued by traffic po-
lice but I have realised
while being on roads that
those who violate rules
may not necessarily be
wary of challans so we
have to find out creative
ways to convince people
about the value of not
only their lives but of
their fellow commuters',"
Singh added.

For Delhi Police Head
Constable Sunil Sen,
teachings kids is an easy
job as they spread the
message in their families
with more impact.

‘Complete thought given to
school reopening decision’

Mumbai, Jan 23 (PTI): 

Maharashtra Health
Minister Rajesh Tope said
the decision to reopen
schools for primary classes
to XII from Monday was
taken after complete
thought was given to the
issue. Schools were shut
last month after a spike in
COVID-19 cases across the
state. Talking to reporters
in Jalna on Sunday,

Tope said opening of
schools was necessary for
the brain development of
children and it was not
right to keep them at home
for long. The reopening of
schools was a risk or mid-
dle path the state govern-
ment decided upon to stop
the spread of the virus as
well as ensure children do
not suffer.

"We have given a lot of
flexibility and also stressed
that following COVID-19
norms is a must," the min-
ister said, adding that par-

ents must send their wards
to school. While COVID-19
cases have increased over
the past few days, 90-95 per
cent oxygen and ICU beds
are vacant, he said, adding
that restrictions would be
eased if the rate of hospi-
talisation remains low.

The minister also in-
formed that 90 per cent of
eligible beneficiaries in the
state have taken the first
dose of the coronavirus
vaccine, while second dose
coverage is in the 62-63 per
cent range.

He, however, said several
people had skipped their
second vaccine dose and
health workers were trying
their best to get this section
to overcome hesitancy.

‘Over 27k police 
personnel deployed 
for R-Day security’

New Delhi, Jan 23 (PTI): 

Delhi Police
Commissioner Rakesh
Asthana on Sunday said
over 27,000 police person-
nel have been deployed for
Republic Day security du-
ties in the national capital
and anti-terror measures
intensified.

These personnel include
deputy commissioners of
police, assistant commis-
sioners of police and in-
spectors, sub-inspectors.
Armed Police Force per-
sonnel and commandos, of-
ficers and jawans of
Central Armed Police
Forces (CAPFs) have also
been deployed, he said.

Briefing the media about
the Republic Day security
arrangements, Asthana
said a total of 27,723 Delhi

Police personnel including
71 DCPs, 213 ACPs and 753
inspectors have been de-
ployed in the capital for the
Republic Day parade. They
are being assisted by 65
companies of CAPFs. The
police chief said over the
last two months, the Delhi
Police has intensified anti-
terror measures in coordi-

nation with other security
agencies. "Since the last
two months, we have inten-
sified our anti-terror meas-
ures. These measures have
been taken on 26 parame-
ters very intensively. It is
also because Delhi has al-
ways been a target for ter-
rorists or anti-social ele-
ments. This year too we
have been very much
alert," Asthana said.

According to a recent
order, operation of sub-
conventional aerial plat-
forms, including UAVs,
paragliders and hot air
balloons, over the nation-
al capital has been pro-
hibited in view of the
Republic Day celebra-
tions. The order came
into effect on January 20
and would remain in
force till February 15.

CENTRAL CHRONICLE,  RAIPUR,  MONDAY,  JANUARY  24,  2022

Rajesh Tope

Rakesh Asthana

Printed and Published by Sameer Maheshwari on behalf of Ramgopal Investments Pvt. Ltd. at Navbharat Press, Navbharat Bhawan, Press Complex, Raipur. Editor in Chief - Sameer Maheshwari. Editor: Sameer Shukla  (Responsible for selection of news under PRB Act.),
Phone: (0771) 4257700 Fax : (0771) 4257703 , Postal Regn. No. C.G./RYPD.N./62/2019-21, Regd. No. 26172/74/RNI

RELIGIOUS RITUALS

Priests perform rituals during the Kumbhabhishekham at Lord Murugan temple, in
Chennai, Sunday.

BIRD SHOW

A man plays with a macaw during a bird show in Kolkata, Sunday.

COVID-19

ROAD SAFETY AWARENESS Race for tickets strain 
family ties this UP election

Netaji sent secret letter to USSR in 1939
asking for help in India’s liberation

Himanta says such gestures may lead to talks

‘3 idiots’ fame school yet to get CBSE affiliation 
After over two
decades since 
its inception



Mishap
HHoosshhiiaarrppuurr:: Three mem-
bers of a wedding party
were killed and a woman
was injured when their
SUV rammed into a road-
side railing near Jandwal
on Jalandhar-Pathankot
road, police said on
Sunday. The incident
occurred on Saturday
when the victims were
returning from a wedding
function, they said. The
three deceased and the
injured woman hailed
from Naushehra Nalbanda
village, police said.

ISO certification
DDiibbrruuggaarrhh::  Dibrugarh
University in Assam has
received ISO certification,
marking its presence in
the international arena,
an official said on
Sunday. Two certificates,
bearing registration num-
bers ISO 50001:2018 and
ISO 9001:2015, have been
issued by International
Organization for
Standardization (ISO) to
the varsity, he said. The
academic and administra-
tive processes of the
Dibrugarh University
along with its infrastruc-
tural setup conform to
the standard set by ISO
for its certification, the
official said.

Seized
NNaaggppuurr:: Police on Sunday
seized banned gutkha
worth over Rs 1.5 crore
during a raid on a
godown at Risod city in
Washim district of
Maharashtra and
detained two persons, an
officer said. The raid was
conducted by crime
branch officials on a tip-
off. Gutkha pouches of
various brands were
seized during the opera-
tion, Washim superinten-
dent of police Bachchan
Singh told PTI.

Suicide
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: A 32-year-old
man allegedly died by
suicide after attacking his
wife with a surgical blade
at her mother's house in
west Delhi's Khyala area,
police on Sunday said.
The injured woman who
sustained severe injuries
in neck and face was
operated and is still
admitted in Deen Dayal
Upadhyay hospital, they
said. Constable Sudhir
from Raghubir Nagar
police chowki donated
blood for her when her
mother expressed the
need for it, police said.
Ramkumar, the woman's
husband, fled the house
after attacking his wife,
assuming she was dead,
but was later found hang-
ing at a house in UP's
Ghaziabad.

BRIEF

Tableau artists during the full
dress rehearsal of the Republic

Day Parade 2022, at the
Rajpath in New Delhi, Sunday. 
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New Delhi, Jan 23 (PTI): 

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Sunday
unveiled a hologram stat-
ue of Netaji Subhas
Chandra Bose at India
Gate on the 125th birth an-
niversary of the iconic
freedom fighter.

A grand statue, which
will be made of granite,
will replace the hologram
statue once it is completed.

The prime minister also
conferred the 'Subhas
Chandra Bose Aapda
Prabandhan Puraskar' for
the years 2019, 2020, 2021
and 2022 in the investiture
ceremony. A total of seven
awards were presented

during the ceremony. The
Union government has in-

stituted the annual award
to recognise and honour

the invaluable contribu-
tion and selfless service

rendered by individuals
and organisations in India
in the field of disaster
management.

The statue, Modi had
said earlier, will be a fit-
ting tribute to Bose's im-
mense contribution to the
freedom struggle and
would be a symbol of the
country's indebtedness to
him. The hologram statue
will be powered by a 30,000
lumens 4K projector.

An invisible, high gain,
90 percent transparent
holographic screen has
been erected in such a way
that it is not visible to visi-
tors. The 3D image of
Netaji will be projected on
it to create the effect of a
hologram, the government
has said. The size of the
hologram statue is 28 feet
in height and 6 feet in
width.

New Delhi, Jan 23: 

The Omicron variant of
COVID-19 is in the commu-
nity transmission stage in
India and it has also be-
come dominant in multiple
metros, where new cases
have been rising exponen-
tially, said Indian SARS-
CoV-2 Genomics
Consortium in its weekly
bulletin on Sunday.

"Omicron is now in com-
munity transmission stage
in India and has become
dominant in multiple met-
ros, where new cases have
been rising exponentially.
BA.2 lineage is in a substan-
tial fraction in India and S
gene dropout based screen-
ing is thus likely to give
high false negatives," it
said.

According to the report
RTPCR screening applica-
ble to all Omicron lineages,
"Tests suitable for PCR
based screening applicable
to all Omicron lineages
have been approved for
use." "While most Omicron
cases so far have been
asymptomatic or mild, hos-
pitalizations and ICU cases
have been increasing in the
current wave. The threat
level remains unchanged,"
it further said.

"The recently reported
B.1.640.2 lineage is being
monitored. There is no evi-
dence of rapid spread and
while it has features of im-
mune escape, it is currently
not a variant of concern. So
far, no case detected in
India," INSACOG added.

The bulletin also said that
the Omicron wave contin-
ues to expand globally, but
the rate of hospitalisation
during this wave is less.

INSACOG further said,
"Omicron wave continues
to expand globally, with
new highs being estab-
lished for daily infections.
The rate of hospitalisa-
tion during this wave is
much lower as compared
to the previous wave with
Delta, attributable to both
intrinsically reduced
severity with lesser
propensity to cause pneu-
monia, and higher popula-
tion immunity.

Raipur, Jan 23: 

CRPF chief Kuldiep
Singh and Chhattisgarh
Director General of Police
(DGP) Ashok Juneja on
Sunday took stock of anti-
Naxal operations at a meet-
ing of officials of the state
police and the paramilitary
force in Raipur, an official
said.

The meeting was held at
the Special Intelligence
Branch (SIB) building at the
old police headquarters
which discussed a future

course of action against ul-
tras, he said. During the
meeting, Central Reserve
Police Force (CRPF) DG
Kuldiep Singh expressed
satisfaction over the action
taken so far by security
forces (against Naxals) and
discussed a future course of
action with officials, a state-
ment issued by the
Chhattisgarh Police said.

Senior officials of the
state police and CRPF at-
tended this meeting.

The CRPF is extensively
deployed for anti-Naxal op-

erations in Chhattisgarh,
particularly in the south
Bastar region, where Naxal
activities have been going
on over the last three
decades. This meeting is
considered crucial as it took
place ahead of the TCOC
(tactical counter-offensive
campaign) which Maoists
launch every summer.

The TCOC is held every
year by Naxals when they
contact locals, recruit youth,
provide them training and
launch attacks on security
forces.

New Delhi, Jan 23 (PTI): 

The National
Commission for Scheduled
Tribes (NCST) has asked
Chhattisgarh, Telangana,
Andhra Pradesh, Odisha
and Maharashtra to submit
a report on the action taken
to identify and rehabilitate
around 5,000 tribal families
displaced from
Chhattisgarh due to left-
wing extremism.

The NCST and the Union
Tribal Affairs Ministry had
in July 2019 asked these
states to conduct a survey
to ascertain the number of
tribals displaced due to left-
wing extremism before
December 13, 2005, so that a
process could be initiated to
rehabilitate them. The
states were given three
months to complete the sur-

vey.
In October 2019, the

Union Home Ministry also
wrote to these state govern-
ments to find out how many
tribals had been displaced
from Chhattisgarh.

"We have been told the
states could not start the
survey due to COVID-19. We
issued another notice on
January 12 asking them to
furnish a report within 30
days," an NCST official
said. Tribal rights activist
Shubhranshu Chaudhary
said the Chhattisgarh gov-
ernment created the Salwa
Judum in 2005 through mo-
bilising members of local
tribes as fighters against
the Maoists.

"The state government
trained these fighters in
armed struggle and provid-
ed them with weapons.
They would vandalise the
homes and shops of sus-
pected Maoist supporters,
while Maoists would kill
those suspected of being
government informers," he
said.

New Delhi, Jan 23 (PTI): 

India's R-value which in-
dicates the rate of spread
of coronavirus has further
reduced to 1.57 in the week
from January 14-21 and
the national peak of the
third wave of the infection
is expected to come in the
next fortnight, according
to a preliminary analysis
by IIT Madras.

R-value indicates the
number of people an in-
fected person can spread
the disease to. A pandemic
is considered to end if this
value goes below 1.

According to the analy-
sis shared by IIT Madras
with PTI, the R-value was
recorded at 1.57 between
January 14 and January
21. The number was
recorded at 2.2 in the week
of January 7-13 while it
was 4 from January 1-6
and 2.9 from December 25-
31. The preliminary analy-
sis was done by computa-
tional modeling by IIT

Madras' Department of
Mathematics and Centre
of Excellence for
C o m p u t a t i o n a l
Mathematics and Data
Science headed by Prof
Neelesh S Upadhye and
Prof S Sundar.

According to the data,
the R-value of Mumbai
was 0.67, Delhi 0.98,
Chennai 1.2 and Kolkata
0.56.

Explaining further, Dr
Jayant Jha, Assistant
Professor, Department of
Mathematics, IIT Madras,
said the R-value of
Mumbai and Kolkata
shows that peak is over
there and it is becoming
endemic while for Delhi
and Chennai it is still close
to 1.

"The reason for that
could be that as per the
new ICMR guidelines they
have removed the require-
ment for contact tracing
and therefore there are
less infections as earlier,"
he told PTI.

Rewa (MP), Jan 23 (PTI): 

The Madhya Pradesh
police's Economic
Offences Wing (EOW) on
Sunday raided the premis-
es of a state government
employee in Rewa district,
and unearthed dispropor-
tionate assets worth Rs 1.5
crore from there, an offi-
cial said.

More assets are likely to
be found as the raid and
the estimation process are
underway, said Virendra
Jain, Superintendent of
Police (SP), EOW.

He said that following a
complaint about the dis-
proportionate assets and
its verification, a raid was
conducted at the premises
of Public Works
Department (PWD) time-
keeper Pannalal Shukla,
at Mada village residence
and other places. Shukla is
posted in Hanumana town
in the district. Nine land
registries, including those
in the names his son and
wife, were seized from his
places in addition to one
four-wheeler and four mo-
torcycles, he said.

‘Forgotten heroes now being remembered’
PM unveils Bose’s
hologram statue 
at India Gate

Prime Minister Narendra Modi unveils a hologram statue of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose on Parakram
Diwas, at a programme in New Delhi, Sunday.

INSACOG STUDY

‘Omicron in community
spread stage’

India logged 3,33,533 new
coronavirus infections, taking
the total tally of COVID-19
cases to 3,92,37,264, accord-
ing to the Union Health
Ministry data updated on
Sunday. The active cases
have increased to 21,87,205,
while the death toll has
climbed to 4,89,409 with 525
fresh fatalities, the data
updated at 8 am stated. The
active cases comprise 5.57
per cent of the total infec-
tions, while the national
COVID-19 recovery rate has
decreased to 93.18 per cent,
the ministry said. The daily
positivity rate was recorded
at 17.78 per cent while the
weekly positivity rate was
recorded at 16.87 per cent,
according to the ministry.

India report over 
3 lakh daily cases

CRPF chief,  DGP take stock
of anti-Naxal operationsNarayanpur, Jan 23: 

A 20-year-old Naxal, who was
allegedly involved in the
killings of at least seven securi-
ty personnel, including two
Indo-Tibetan Border Police
(ITBP) officials, was arrested in
Narayanpur district, police said
on Sunday.
The Naxal, identified as Pandru
Padami, was nabbed on
Saturday from Toyameta vil-
lage located under
Chotedonger police station lim-
its in the district, Narayanpur
Superintendent of Police (SP)
Girija Shankar Jaiswal said.
Padami is a close associate of

Naxals' Amdai Ghati area com-
mittee secretary Suresh Salam,
he said. "Padami was part of a
team that executed an inci-
dent at Kademeta village in
Narayanpur on 20 August last
year, in which an assistant
commandant of ITBP
Sudhakar Shinde and assistant
sub inspector Gurumukh Singh
attained martyrdom. In the
incident, the Naxal team also
looted an AK-47 rifle, a maga-
zine, a bulletproof jacket,
among other things. He was
also behind the blast, which
killed five security personnel
in the district last year,"
Jaiswal said.

Naxal involved in killings of several
security personnel arrested

ST panel issues notice to Ch’garh on tribals
displaced due to left-wing extremism

The NCST and the Union
Tribal Affairs Ministry had in
July 2019 asked these states
to conduct a survey to ascer-
tain the number of tribals dis-
placed due to left-wing
extremism before December
13, 2005, so that a process
could be initiated to rehabili-
tate them. The states were
given three months to com-
plete the survey. In October
2019, the Union Home
Ministry also wrote to these
state governments to find out
how many tribals had been
displaced from Chhattisgarh.

What panel said...

MP cops raid
govt employee’s

premises

IIT ANALYSIS

India’s R-value further
reduces, COVID-19 peak

likely in next 14 days
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Dongargarh, Jan 23: In
order to provide basic fa-
cilities to the Bangladeshi
refugees who were deport-
ed to Dongargarh in 1974, a
delegation of
Chhattisgarh Jan Sewa
Sanghatan (CJSS) along
with family members of
refugees met SDM and
submitted him a memo-
randum.

During discussions with
SDM, Congress leader
Anil Meshram put forth
the views on behalf of the
MLA in favour of the
refugee families and on
which the SDM assured to
extend all possible help
soon.

In the memorandum
submitted, it was men-
tioned that the GoI has is-
sued instructions to pro-
vide house and shops to
refugees and 5 acre land to
each family for farming /
agriculture work and
other basic amenities.

In this context the then
District Collector of 1974
has taken action to pro-
vide necessary facilities to

16 Bangladeshi refugees
and apprised it to the dis-
trict administration.

It was as per instruc-
tions from the then
Collector, 16 Bangladeshi
refugees were rehabilitat-
ed by constructing houses
for them on 900 sq. ft. land.
They were also provided
shops for earning liveli-
hood. But in last 54 years,
none of the refugee has

been issued rights letter
for the house and the
shops allotted to them..
Apart from this orders
were issued to allot 5 acre
land to each family and on
which the local adminis-
tration has not taken any
action so far.

It is on all the above is-
sues, a delegation under
leadership of the state
President CJSS Vijay

Prakash Gupta, Secretary
Dhirendra Sahu met SDM
Dongargarh.

CJSS is an organisation
fighting for the rights of
victimised families of
naxal violence and in this
memorandum it has been
mentioned that if the local
administration does not
act within time limit on
these demands then dhar-
na- protest will be held at
every-level.

Minister lays stone
for devp works

worth Rs 30 lakhs

Central Chronicle News

Korba, Jan 23: The
Minister for Revenue and
Disaster Management
Jaisingh Agrawal laid the
stone for development
works to be carried out in
ward No. 20-21 of KMC at
the cost of Rs 30 lakhs. He
unveiled the cloth on foun-
dation stone and offered
prayers and directed the
concerned officers to exe-
cute all the construction
works keeping quality in
mind and complete it with-
in stipulated period. In
ward No 20 of Kosabadi
Zone of KMC, CC Road is to

be constructed at the cost of
Rs 10 lakhs and community
building at the cost of Rs 10
lakhs near Shulabh
Shouchalaya near Smriti
Garden near Subhash
Chowk in ward No. 21.
Apart from this CC Road,
drainage, and other con-
struction work too will be
done in ward No 21 at the
cost of Rs 10 lakhs. This
programme was chaired by
Mayor Rakishore Prasad
and special guest was
Speaker KMC
Shyamsunder Soni, and
members of MiC and coro-
prators of the wards were
present in large number.

School bells rang in hundreds 
of schools closed for 15 yrs

Central Chronicle News

Konta, Jan 23: Schools
closed for 15 years due to
Salwa Judum and
Naxalism in Konta block
of Sukma district, known
in the country and the
world for red terror, have
been successful in resum-
ing the efforts of the dis-
trict administration on the
initiative of the villagers.

It is the result of the ef-
forts of the teachers and
departmental officers
along with the villagers
that today once again the
future of the children liv-
ing in the remote forests
has started shaping up.
Fifteen years ago, during
the Salwa Judum cam-
paign against Naxalites,

123 schools in
Konta block were
closed due to Naxal
violence.

The Naxalites
had demolished
dozens of school
buildings. In
which 100 primary,
22 secondary and
01 high school are
included. School
buildings in the in-
terior were demol-
ished by the
Maoists so that the
forces could not stop there.

Efforts are being made
to reopen such schools for
the last three years under
the guidance of State
Industries Minister
Kawasi Lakhma. In which
there has been great suc-
cess. With the help of the
villagers, the district ad-
ministration Sukma pre-
pared huts for running the
school through panchay-
ats.

For this, the district ad-
ministration made a provi-
sion of Rs 40000 for the

construction of temporary
shelters for each school.
The administration is
working continuously in
this effort that there
should be no shortage in
mobilizing facilities for all
such children of these vil-
lages who were deprived of
education for more than 15
years.

Due to this, construction
of pucca buildings has
started in place of the
buildings and huts demol-
ished by the Naxalites. In
the first phase, 45 school

buildings have been com-
pleted, 49 buildings are in
progress.

Local educated youth
got employment:

In order to educate the
children in these very sen-
sitive villages settled in re-
mote forests, at the local
level, local educated unem-
ployed youth were first
identified and trained for
teaching work. 97 such
youths trained were ap-
pointed at the Panchayat
level. They are provided
an honorarium of Rs.11

thousand per
month on behalf of
the district admin-
istration.

These evangel-
ists identified
more than 4000
such children of
these villages who
had been deprived
of school and edu-
cation. From the
year 2019, this ex-
ercise is continu-
ing till date.

C h i n t a l n a r
school, which was gifted
by Naxalite terror, is now
buzzing with children:

After restarting the
High School Chintalnar,
which was closed due to
the effect of Naxal vio-
lence, in the session 2021-
22 under the guidance of
Sukma District Collector
Vineet Nandanwar, now
the children here do not
have to wander anywhere.

The Higher Secondary
School, Middle School,
Girls/Boys Hostel of
Jagargunda, the most sen-

sitive and most affected
village of this area, which
was being operated in
Dornapal for the past
years, is now being operat-
ed in Jagargunda itself
with all facilities.

In this way, the educa-
tional and residential in-
stitutions of village
Bhejji, Kistaram,
Golapalli, Samsatti, which
were being operated in
Konta, Maraiguda,
Dornapal headquarter,
now they are being operat-
ed in their native villages
with full facilities, the con-
fidence of the students
here is big.

Certainly it is a happy
result of mutual coordina-
tion, coordination, dia-
logue and strong determi-
nation and commitment of
the government and ad-
ministration with the vil-
lagers that today the dark-
ness of years has gone,
with a new ray of light,
new energy of enthusi-
asm has been infused in
the remote forest.

Eunuchs lit Gyandeep
Re-opening of 123
closed schools of
development block
Konta in Sukma 
district 

To deported
Bangladeshi refugees
of 1974 in Dongargarh

In ward No. 20, 21 of KMC

CJSS submits memo to SDM, demands amenities

What officer says:

Victimised families to be
provided amenities

SDM Girish Ramteke
speaking to delegation of
CJSS and refugee families it is
after knowing the actual situ-
ation and as per govern-
ment's instructions the 1974
Bangaldeshi refugee families
will be provided necessary fa-
cilities.

Central Chronicle News

BBaaiikkuunntthhppuurr,,  JJaann  2233::  District
Panchayat, General Assembly
Meeting was concluded under
the chairmanship of District
Panchayat President Renuka
Singh.She received information
about the progress of all de-
partmental schemes in the
presence of Vice President
Vedanti Tiwari and other mem-
bers. During this, the District
Panchayat CEO directed the de-
partment to take action and
submit the report on the sub-
jects placed in the house by the
members within the time limit. 

In the meeting of the General
Assembly all the departmental
heads present in the House

gave information about the de-
partmental schemes sequen-
tially. The District Panchayat
CEO urged the public represen-
tatives to make special moni-
toring of the nutrition campaign
during their field visits so that
no malnourished child is left out
from the campaign. 

CEO told that the positive ef-
fects of the nutrition campaign
results have started to come,
therefore the malnutrition rate
in the district has almost halved
after the weight festival that
concluded last week.  He told
the public representatives that

during the field visit, the par-
ents of any child who is seen in
the grip of malnutrition, espe-
cially the mothers, should be
encouraged to get admitted to
the Nutrition Rehabilitation
Center. He also instructed to
get information about the
equipments available to the dif-
ferently-abled and also provide
information about those who
have not received the equip-
ment in any way in the last
three years so that they can be
provided with aids under the
Swavalamban Abhiyan. 

In the meeting District

Panchayat, Vice President Shri
Vedanti Tiwari has  given a pro-
posal to lease all the ponds for
fish farming,and the District
Panchayat CEO said that all
such ponds, which have water
throughout the year, should
complete the process of leas-
ing them to self-help groups
and fishermen groups by run-
ning a campaign. 

District Panchayat member
Mrs. Jyotsna Rajwade was in-
formed about the poor quality
of food items in Sonhat's hos-
pital, on which the District
Panchayat CEO gave instruc-
tions to provide quality food in
the hospitals along with con-
ducting daily inspections.
District Panchayat members
Mrs. Usha Singh, Mrs. Chunni
Paikra, Mrs. Sunita Kurre, Mr.
Vijay Rajwade and others 
were present.

Masks distributed
to ex-Armymen

Central Chronicle News

Koriya, Jan 23: It was
under chairmanship of
District Sainik Welfare
Officer, people near
District Session Court
were informed about ways
& means to avoid infection
from Covid-19 third wave
of Omicron virus and this

campaign was launched.
Under this the employees
and former Army jawans
and employees were dis-
tributed masks. On this oc-
casion even the general
public was asked to wear
mask while going out in
public and take all neces-
sary precautions of pre-
vention from this virus.

Testing of all girl students staff in progress
Central Chronicle News

Pandaria, Jan 23: With
one student of Girl's HS
School in city testing coro-
na positive, the testing of
all other students and staff
of the school was done.
This corona positive girl
was coming regularly to
the school and when she
developed cough and cold,
she was tested and her re-
port came to be positive.

There are about 700 girl
students in this school and
they come from city and
nearby areas of the vil-
lages. So the testing of all
the girls was done and in
this few turned out to be
having symptoms as they
were studying in the same
class. A total of 125 stu-
dents and staff of the

School were tested
and reports of all
was negative. But
sample of few have
been taken and
sent for RTPCR
test.

Testing of 500 in
progress: It is
amidst increasing
number of cases,
testing of around
500 persons is
being done for co-
rona and out of
which reports of
around 10 persons
are coming posi-
tive. There is need
to increase the
number of tests
now.

At present only
those who are com-
ing from outside or

had come into con-
tact with the affect-
ed person are being
tested. Along with
this those having
slight symptoms
and coming to the
test centre are
being tested.

One teacher also
became Positive:

In the block apart
from the school
children and staff, a
teacher from
Koliyari was also
reported positive.
In few days from
now there is going
to be R-Day pro-
gramme in School
and in this there
are chances of in-
crease in this coro-
na infection.

Total 20 active pa-
tients in the block:

In Pandaria block, at
present there are total 20
active cases and out of
which only few are at the
Covid care centre.
Majority of the patients
are on home quarantine
and undertaking treat-
ment at home itself.

Action to be taken against 
the guilty as per rules:DFO

Central Chronicle News

Konta, Jan 23: It has
been published in some
dailies of Sukma district
that the payment of about
70 crores from CAMPA
item by Sukma Forest
Division is under doubt.

The incident is of
Dornapal area of Konta
block under Sukma Forest
Division for the year 2019.
In the works done it has
been told that fake pay-
ment has been made by
preparing proof in the
name of the deceased la-
borers.

Banjam Podia's father
was a resident of Nelwara,
a forest village under
Gram Panchayat Gorguda
of Hirma Konta tehsil,

whose death is being told
in April 2007. D.F.O. of
Sukma district  said that a
high level inquiry commit-
tee has been constituted by
the forest division to inves-
tigate the above com-
plaint. Those who make
mistakes in the depart-

mental works of the forest
division will not be forgiv-
en at all. Action will be
taken against the guilty as
per rules only after the in-
quiry committee com-
pletes the inquiry proceed-
ings against them and sub-
mits the inquiry report.

Abundant potholes welcome
travelers on roads of CM/PMSY

Central Chronicle News

Mungeli, Jan 23: Road
constructed under Chief
Minister/Prime Minister
Sadak Yojna (CM/PMSY),
in the region are full of
potholes and the pace of
potholes emergence
while traveling through
the roads, is so frequent
that the question of
whether potholes are
meant for roads or roads
are meant for potholes
arises.

Villagers and public
representatives have de-
manded urgent repair
and maintenance of
these roads, leading to
the cities prime spots. To
join rural villages to
cities and vice versa
these roads were con-

structed for the peoples
convenience, but after
less than a few months
time, the roads, saw im-
ages of potholes and bro-
ken concrete pieces dis-
persed. The villagers of
the region have opined
that the quality of the

construction was very
poor owing to the roads,
getting uprooted and pot-
hole prone, within a few
months of its construc-
tion. Villagers have again
and again raised their
voice, to start repair of
the depilated roads.

Out of 125 tests all reported negative; total 700 girls studying in this school

What officer says:
"A girl student of the

school has been found to
be corona positive and
one teacher from Koliyari
too is reported positive.
In both the places, team
has been sent and testing
of all in contact is being
carried out."

Jitendra Verma-BMO.

Vedram leads protest against
closure of illegal liquor shops

Central Chronicle News

Arang, Jan 23:
the region is
soon to be en-
veloped in a
mass movement
of deaddcition,
and the cam-
paign is being
led by Vedram
Manhare, BJP
State In-charge of Drug De-
addiction Campaign. The
appointment of office bear-
ers for the de-addiction
campaign is on effect and
many in charges are being
appointed in the district.

Giving information in
this regard, BJP leader
Manhare said that the
Congress Government and

its Ministers are filling
their pockets and the en-

tire state has be-
come hotbed of
corruption. The
government is
submerged in
the waves of cor-
ruption, and
many scams and
deals are taking
place within the

administrative limits.
Congress who talked of

liquor abolishment is it-
self engaged in liquor
business, he said. He also
accused the government
of rising unemployment
and targeted the adminis-
tration f putting the fu-
ture of youths and farm-
ers in stake.

GAM of District Panchayat concludes 
Under chairmanship 
of Renuka Singh
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Pandemic pollution
Air pollution has been a widespread

and visible concern that has increased
significantly over the last decade
across many parts of India with sever-
al consequences for human health and
well being. The novel Coronavirus
termed COVID-19 by World Health
Organization (WHO) first emerged in
late December 2019 in Wuhan, China.
In early March 2020, due to its rapid
spread, the WHO declared COVID-19
as a pandemic. As COVID-19 is highly
transmissible along with a high mor-
tality rate, countries worldwide have
taken various precautionary meas-
ures, such as large-scale COVID-19
screening tests, quarantine, social dis-
tancing, wearing of masks, sanitiza-
tion of hand etc. India took unprece-
dented measures to contain the infec-
tion from across borders and within its
territory. International travel and non-
essential travel visas were suspended
on March 13, 2020. The Indian
Railways shut down its operations on
March 23, 2020, for the first time in
history spanning over 167 years. On 24
March 2020, the Government of India
under Prime Minister Narendra Modi
ordered a 21 day nationwide lockdown
phase-1 enforced from March 25 to
April 14, which was extended further
until May 31, 2021. Divided into differ-
ent phases the lockdown has its own
impact on the environment. Recent
studies have reported improvement in
air quality due to restrictions placed
upon industrial activities during the
lockdown. Climate scientists have in-
dicated that greenhouse gases (GHGs)
concentrations could drop to levels not
seen since World War II. Highly indus-
trialized cities located in cold climate
zones observed a higher reduction in
air pollution. Gujarat, which is the in-
dustrial state in Western India, ob-
served a significant reduction in major
air pollutions during the lockdown pe-
riod, mainly due to restrictions on traf-
fic and slowdown of production in fac-
tories. The COVID-19 has affected
people's lives in many ways. However,
it has a good impact on the environ-
ment.

PPaarriilliinnaa,,  vviiaa  eemmaaiill

Hunger index
Martin Luther King said "injustice

anywhere is a threat to justice every-
where. "Lack of access to food is injus-
tice of the first order. It is our collec-
tive responsibility to solve it rather
than merely sensationalising statis-
tics. Media reports on India's ranking
on the global hunger index prove sta-
tistics are as good as the one who in-
terprets them. Just few months ago,
the prime minister had launched
scheme of 'Gatishakti' so that country
may achieve target of five trillion
economy and now data appered of
GHI where ranking of India is 101 out
of 116 countries and moreover the
level of hunger in the world has de-
creased by 27per cent from the 2000
level and it is appreciable achievement
but an acknowledgement of what's
not working despite the best of inten-
tions is the first step to finding better
solutions but the slippage in hunger
ranking points to policy pangs which
require more steps to be taken to im-
prove the rating. It is to be noted that
our neighbours had done well in the
rating as they were not affected by
COVID as India have to face COVID as
well all problems attached to it India
has fared particularly badly in the
"child wasting" catagory with the
child wasting percentage increasing
from 17.1 per cent between 1998-2002
to 17.3 per cent between 2016-20. The
Govt needs to realise that having
made the right to food a basic right, it
is beholden to deliver on that promise.
This means nor just delivering basic
empty calories but ensuring that every
Indian enjoys access to basic, nutri-
tious and balanced diet. Without
achieving this goal aiming for
Economic superpower status is mean-
ingless.

YYaasshh  PPaall  RRaallhhaann,,  JJaallaannddhhaarr

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

WHAT THEY TWEET!

MMoonniikkaa  HHaallaann
@@mmoonniikkaahhaallaann

Do not underestimate the
importance of an opera-
tional home printer, scanner
& photostat machine that
talks to your computer. Full
ink levels or spare car-
tridges. And paper!
Financial fitness is also
about having all the paper-
work in place and easy to

print, copy and scan.

TToonnyy  JJoosseepphh@@ttjjoosseepphh00001100
If you don't erase actual history, how
will you find space for imaginary his-
tory? And if you could erase the
memory of Asoka - the man who dot-
ted the entire subcontinent with his
pillars and rock edicts - what can't
you erase??!

GGaayyaattrrii@@GG__yy__ttrrii
A lot of superstars in western psy-
chology and philosophy are building
their careers on stealing hindu and
buddhist concepts, doing some weird
lab work on it, and claiming it's now a
'new science'. hard to take claims of
'pseudoscience' seriously when we
see this happen routinely.

AArrvviinndd  MMaayyaarraamm
@@MMaayyaarraammAArrvviinndd

We are inherently hierar-
chical society. Caste hierar-
chies remain entrenched.
Therefore I'm not surprised
by the survey. That only
51% believe in authoritari-
an governance is a sur-
prise though, and a great
tribute to Nehru's leader-
ship in the early years of

our republic.

PPuunniitt  KKuummaarr@@ppuunniitt44lliigghhtt
Not everyone has patience to watch
the truth, or complete picture. Most
damage done by instant short
videos. News Media also falls into
increasing their viewers by just
making them impatient. Using red
colour all the time for bullet, break-
ing news, debate...

RRiicchh@@nnoobbiittaa__iissaayy
My school in Dalhousie…our own Hogwarts.

SShheekkhhaarr@@SShheekkhhaarrGGaannttyy
National diversity of greatest order..
Pushing the middle to poor class is
easy than to uplift poor to middle
and middle to higher class. That's
what's happening robbing off pur-
chasing power across the middle
class. Poor are safeguarded by govt.
Rich are sheltered by govt.

O n Nov 15 last year, Russia de-
stroyed one of its own old

satellites using a missile launched
from the surface of the Earth, creating
a massive debris cloud that threatens
many space assets, including astro-
nauts onboard the International Space
Station. This happened only two
weeks after the United Nations
General Assembly First Committee
formally recognized the vital role that
space and space assets play in inter-
national efforts to better the human
experience and the risks military ac-
tivities in space pose to those goals.
The UN First Committee deals with
disarmament, global challenges and
threats to peace that affect the inter-
national community. On Nov 1, it ap-
proved a resolution that creates an
open-ended working group. The goals
of the group are to assess current and
future threats to space operations, de-
termine when behaviour may be con-
sidered irresponsible, 'make recom-
mendations on possible norms, rules
and principles of responsible behav-
iours,' and 'contribute to the negotia-
tion of legally binding instruments' in-
cluding a treaty to prevent 'an arms
race in space.' We are two space poli-
cy experts with specialties in space
law and the business of commercial
space. We are also the president and
vice president at the National Space
Society, a nonprofit space advocacy
group. It is refreshing to see the UN
acknowledge the harsh reality that
peace in space remains uncomfort-
ably tenuous. This timely resolution
has been approved as activities in
space become ever more important

and as shown by the Russian test, ten-
sions continue to rise. The United
States and Japan will work together to
develop defences against hypersonic
missiles and space-based weaponry.

Space weapons race started on Jan
11, 2007, when China launched a bal-
listic missile from Xichang Space
Launch Centre. Its payload, a kinetic
kill vehicle, collided with an inopera-
ble Chinese weather satellite, the
Fengyun-1C, 863 km above the Earth's
surface, instantly destroying the
satellite and creating a debris field
that threatened every satellite in low-
Earth orbit. Even now, 15 years later,
more than 2,300 pieces of debris from
that collision remain in space and
must be tracked as threats. The
launch and strike were condemned al-
most universally, and for the next 14
years no one else took a similar risk. 

Activities in space are governed by
the 1967 Outer Space Treaty, which is
currently ratified by 111 nations. The
treaty was negotiated in the shadow
of the Cold War when only two na-
tions, the Soviet Union and the US had
spacefaring capabilities. While the
Outer Space Treaty offers broad prin-
ciples to guide the activities of na-
tions, it does not offer detailed 'rules
of the road.' Essentially, the treaty as-
sures freedom of exploration and use
of space to all humankind. There are
just two caveats to this, and multiple
gaps immediately present them-
selves. The first caveat states that the
Moon and other celestial bodies must
be used exclusively for peaceful pur-
poses. It omits the rest of space in this
blanket prohibition. The only guidance
offered in this respect is found in the
treaty's preamble, which recognizes a
'common interest' in the 'progress of
the exploration and use of space for
peaceful purposes.' The second
caveat says that those conducting ac-
tivities in space must do so with 'due
regard to the corresponding interests
of all other States Parties to the
Treaty.' A major problem arises from
the fact that the treaty does not offer
clear definitions for either 'peaceful
purposes' or 'due regard.' While the
Outer Space Treaty does specifically
prohibit placing nuclear weapons or

weapons of mass destruction any-
where in space, it does not prohibit
the use of conventional weapons in
space or the use of ground-based
weapons against assets in space.
Finally, it is also unclear if some
weapons like China's new nuclear ca-
pable partial-orbit hypersonic missile
should fall under the treaty's ban.

The vague military limitations built
into the treaty leave more than enough
room for interpretation to result in
conflict. Space has been used for mili-
tary purposes since Germany's first V2
rocket launch in 1942. Many early
satellites, GPS technology, a Soviet
Space Station and even NASA's space
shuttle were all either explicitly devel-
oped for or have been used for military
purposes. With increasing commer-
cialization, the lines between military
and civilian uses of space are less blur-
ry. Most people are able to identify
terrestrial benefits of satellites like
weather forecasts, climate monitoring
and internet connectivity but are un-
aware that they also increase agricul-
tural yields and monitor human rights
violations. The rush to develop a new
space economy based on activities in
and around Earth and the Moon sug-
gests that humanity's economic de-
pendence on space will only increase.
However, satellites that provide ter-
restrial benefits could or already do
serve military functions as well. We
are forced to conclude that the lines
between military and civilian uses re-
main sufficiently indistinct to make a
potential conflict more likely than not.
Growing commercial operations will
also provide opportunities for disputes
over operational zones to provoke gov-
ernmental military responses. While
there has not yet been any direct mili-
tary conflict in space, there has been
an escalation of efforts by nations to
prove their military prowess in and
around space. Russia's test is only the
most recent example. In 2007, China
tested an anti-satellite weapon and
created an enormous debris cloud that
is still causing problems. The
International Space Station had to
dodge a piece from that Chinese test
as recently as Nov 10, 2021.

Similar demonstrations by the US

and India were far less destructive in
terms of creating debris, but they
were no more welcomed by the inter-
national community. The new UN res-
olution is important because it sets in
motion the development of new
norms, rules and principles of respon-
sible behaviour. Properly executed,
this could go a long way toward pro-
viding the guardrails needed to pre-
vent conflict in space. Major powers
seek advantage and to avoid disad-
vantages. If the purpose to include
Space in the realm of military warfare
is to 'gain advantage', then the race to
gain dominance in it is expected. As
the realm of Space including Moon
becomes increasingly valuable for
economic gains, the race to protect
assets in Space will trigger an arms
race. This arms race has the potential
to trigger a nuclear conflict on earth
between nations seeking dominance
of Space. Those who will seek to dom-
inate will also seek to develop arms to
'deter' as in the case of Nuclear
Deterrence. 'Deterrence' needs to be
lethal or otherwise it won't 'deter'. In
Nuclear War, race for development of
deterrence threatened the very exis-
tence of mankind on earth making the
major powers realise its futility, result-
ing in Arms Control treaties and 'this'
was during the height of the Cold War.
The UN Committee on the Peaceful
Uses of Outer Space has been ad-
dressing space activities since 1959.
However, the remit of the 95-member
committee is to promote international
cooperation and study legal problems
arising from the exploration of outer
space. It lacks any ability to enforce
the principles and guidelines set forth
in the 1967 Outer Space Treaty or
even to compel actors into negotia-
tions. The UN resolution from
November 2021 requires the newly
created working group to meet two
times a year in both 2022 and 2023.
While this pace of activity is glacial
compared with the speed of commer-
cial space development, it is a major
step in global space policy.

((MMiicchheellllee  HHaannlloonn  iiss  PPrrooffeessssoorr  ooff
SSppaaccee  LLaaww  aanndd  GGrreegg  AAuuttrryy  tteeaacchheess

SSppaaccee  PPoolliiccyy  aatt  AArriizzoonnaa  SSttaattee
UUnniivveerrssiittyy,,  UUSS..))

T he family of four Indians, including an infant,
who froze to death in Canada while allegedly at-

tempting to cross over illegally to the US, were from a
village in Kalol tehsil of Gandhinagar district in
Gujarat. Royal Canadian Mounted Police said that the
bodies of four persons two adults, a teen and an infant
were found on the Canadian side of the US-Canada
border in Manitoba province. Sources said a local
agent and his aide had a role in illegally sending mem-
bers of the Patel family to the US. India's High
Commissioner to Canada, Ajay Bisaria described it as
a grave tragedy. This case highlights lure of a better
life in US as perceived by rural families in India, par-
ticularly in states like Gujarat and Punjab. A stratified
society, lack of suitable employment with income and
uncertain agriculture situation forces people to seek
better avenues outside of India. The US today is home
to nearly 15 lakh persons of Gujarati origin and more
than 3.5 lakh who speak Gujarati as the first language.
Indeed, the American Dream has been sustaining a
steady flow of emigrants from Gujarat over genera-
tions, a flight that is captured every now and then in
popular culture through films such as 'Kevi Rite
Jaish'. In the 1940s Kanjibhai Desai, a Patel from
South Gujarat, went to the US through Mexico in the
quest of fortune and started a 'residential hotel', the
equivalent of what is now called a youth hostel. It was
a prophetic business idea today, around 40 percent of
the motel industry in the US is run by Gujaratis. Once
a Gujarati family purchased a motel, they would live
there, and the family members would do all the tasks
needed to run it, from cleaning rooms to checking in
guests. That helped keep costs down, and profits went
toward acquiring new motels. By the 1980s Gujaratis
had come to dominate the industry. First wave of im-
migrants that reached the US shores in 1965 consisted
chiefly of professionals such as doctors and engineers.

This was followed by the second wave of migration
which included students and relatives of the first
group of migrants who helped set up the motel indus-
try. Afterwards, people saw opportunities in the US
and came in hordes, both legally and illegally, to cater
to the Indian diaspora's demands, ranging from provi-
sion stores to priests for rituals. The US census data
shows that Gujaratis who account for only 6 percent of
the total population in India, form more than 20 per-
cent of the Indian American community. They are pri-
marily settled in places such as New York, New Jersey,
Chicago, San Francisco, Los Angeles, San Jose,
Washington, Dallas and Philadelphia. Gujaratis
began moving to the US relatively recently in history.
The current system dates to 1965, when the US
Congress passed the Immigration and Nationality
Act, which wiped away the old system of country quo-
tas established in the 1920s that many considered
racist. The idea was to treat people from all countries
equally, and the law's central pillar was to give
American citizens the ability to invite family mem-
bers who were still abroad. It also allowed for some im-
migration based on skills. Some experts argue that the
real implications of the 1965 law are only now dawn-
ing on the wider population, as the face of the country
changes and that realization is what has been driving
much of the emotion in politics. In India, lack of suit-
able employment opportunities and discrimination in
society still lures people to migrate to wealthy nations,
even if it means breaking the law.

Perception of better life

B efore installation of a grand statue of Netaji
Subhash Chandra Bose at India Gate, a holo-

gram is being used, powered by a 30,000 lumens 4K
projector. The size of the hologram statue is 28 feet in
height and 6 feet in width. Amid debate around use of
India Gate, there has been certain debate in section of
media and social media about approaches taken by
Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose and Mahatma Gandhi.
Some say that Mahatma Gandhi led non-violent free-
dom movement would not have succeeded without a
paralled Azad Hind Fauj, which terriefied the British
rulers to leave India. This debate is unnecessary and
both approaches had merits. "The differences be-
tween Mahatma Gandhi and Subhas Chandra Bose is
highly exaggerated by the people of India and more
particularly by the people in Bengal. The parting that
took place in 1939 was a temporary one and if we
study the relationship between Gandhi and Netaji, we
will find that it was one the marked with deep mutual
love, affection and respect," said Sugata Bose, the
noted historian and grandnephew of Subhas
Chandra Bose had clarified. The way both Mahatma
Gandhi and Bose were prepared to respect culture dif-
ference including religious differences and by accord-
ing that respect were able to rise above those differ-
ences in order to forge an overarching unity of the
country.

Bose hailed Gandhi as "greatest Indian" who
aroused the mass towards freedom movement. He re-
ferred to many instances showing both the leaders
had respect with each other. Gandhi also acknowl-
edged the contribution of Bose in changing the loyal-
ty of Indian soldiers towards Indian freedom rather
than Britishers. Gandhi also responded to Bose's
Azad Hind Fauz where he built "cultural intimacy"
among religious communities and broke down barri-
ers by allowing his soldiers belonging to different reli-
gions to dine and live together. It is not a coincidence
that Gandhi launched the Quit India Movement in
1942, around the same time when Bose was in the
process of forming the INA and gave a call for non-vi-
olent guerrilla struggle. Shridhar Charan Sahoo, au-
thor of Subhas Chandra Bose: Political Philosophy,
notices remarkable synergy between the Gandhi-led
Congress and Bose from the launch of Quit India
Movement onwards. Mood of the Mahatma acquired
a revolutionary elan during the movement. Use of id-
ioms of a violent struggle like 'rebellion', 'revolt', 'an-
archy' and 'uprising' by Gandhi were inspired by Bose
as synergy to achieve goal of freedom.

Synergy of Bose and Gandhi

Need to update laws and keep space peaceful
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Students pose with a banner reading "I am vaccinated" after being vaccinated with COVID-19 vaccine as defence against Covid-19 pandemic at a
school in Chennai, Tamil Nadu.

MICHELLE HANLON 
& GREG AUTRY

DEFENCE AGAINST PANDEMIC



ULFA (I) refrains from
calling bandh on R-Day

Guwahati, Jan 23 (PTI): 

In view of the prevail-
ing COVID-19 situation,
Paresh Barua-led ULFA
(Independent) has re-
frained from calling
bandh on Republic Day
for the first time in over
two decades. Welcoming
the insurgent outfit's ges-
ture, Assam Chief
Minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma hoped that such
confidence-building meas-
ures may lead to a formal
discussion between ULFA
(I) and the Centre in the
future.

In a statement emailed
to the media, Barua said
that ULFA (I) will not call

for bandh or boycott of
Republic Day celebrations
keeping in view the
COVID-19 situation. He,
however, urged people to
abstain from participat-
ing in the celebration due
to the pandemic.

Welcoming the deci-
sion, Sarma told reporters
here, "ULFA (I) chief
Paresh Barua has re-
frained from calling
bandh on Republic Day
due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic. It is a welcome
step. I think such confi-
dence-building measures
may lead to a formal dis-
cussion between the
Centre and the outfit in
the future."

New Delhi, Jan 23 (PTI): 

More than two decades
after it was founded, Druk
Padma Karpo School in
Ladakh, popularly known
as "Rancho's school", may
get the much-awaited
CBSE affiliation this year
as it got the clearance from
the Jammu and Kashmir
board after a long delay.

As per the affiliation
norms of the Central
Board of Secondary
Education (CBSE), schools
require a 'No Objection
Certificate' from the re-
spective state board.

The foreign schools re-
quire a similar document
from the concerned
Embassy or Consulate of
India in the concerned
country. The school which
shot to fame after it fea-
tured in the Aamir Khan-
starrer movie "3 Idiots" in
2009, is presently affiliated
to Jammu and Kashmir
State Board of School
Education (JKBOSE).

"We have been trying to
get our school affiliated to
the CBSE for many years,"
school principal Mingur
Agmo told PTI. "Though
we have all the required
infrastructure in place, ex-
cellent result record, and
focus on innovative ways
of teaching and learning,
we didn't get the NOC from
JKBOSE despite several

attempts all these years,"
she said. "Finally, the docu-
ment has been received
this month and we will
complete rest of the
process for affiliation
soon. We are hoping that

we will get the affiliation
this year and there will be
no more hurdles," she
added. The school has
been trying to get the
clearance since before
Ladakh acquired a Union

Territory status. Even
after the bifurcation,
schools in Ladakh contin-
ue to be affiliated to the
Jammu and Kashmir
board. A committee had
last year proposed estab-
lishment of a new territo-
rial board in Ladakh with
an aim to fulfil the "realis-
tic needs of the students as
per the natural conditions
of the region".

The 21-year-old school is
named after Mipham
Pema Karpo (1527-1592),
who is revered as a great
scholar, while Padma
Karpo means 'White Lotus'
in Bothi, the local lan-
guage. The wall of the
school's building was fea-
tured in the closing scene
of the Bollywood film in
which one of the charac-

ters, Chatur, tries to uri-
nate but gets an electric
shock as two kids throw at
him a light bulb connected
with wire from a first floor
window.

While the 'iconic idiotic
wall' -- part of a building
which was damaged in the
2010 flash floods -- still re-
mains on campus, the first
floor, earlier made of
bricks, has been replaced
with wooden structures
typically used in Ladakh.

The school decided in
2018 to relocate the
"Rancho's wall" to ensure
students don't get distract-
ed due to inflow of
tourists. Students there
study Bothi, English and
Hindi, plus sciences, social
studies, creative arts and
sports, Agma said.

Kolkata, Jan 23 (PTI): 

Amiya Bose, freedom
icon Subhas Bose's nephew,
was tasked by his uncle to
carry a secret letter seek-
ing Soviet help in India's
liberation, which was to be
delivered to agents in
Britain in October 1939,
barely a month into the
Second World War.

The freedom fighter's
nephew, who was searched
on landing in Britain by of-
ficers from New Scotland
Yard, managed to smuggle
in the letters one of which
was handed over to British
Communist leader of
Indian origin Rajani Palme
Dutt and another to a
Soviet agent.

"My father had recalled
that his uncle had sum-
moned him from
Cambridge to India in May
1939 and was asked to go on
a Russian mission'. His fa-

ther Sarat Bose was in the
know but not his mother.
He was asked to carry the
messages in his overcoat
pocket," said Madhuri
Bose, the daughter of
Amiya Bose and author of
the book The Bose
Brothers', said in an inter-
view to PTI. Amiya Bose
had narrated to his daugh-
ter that he had told Subhas
Bose, whose 125th birth an-
niversary is being celebrat-
ed Sunday, "If I get caught
with your message, you
would certainly be
hanged." Bose had replied
he would gladly take the
risk.

Subhas Bose, also called
Netaji by millions of
Indians, had held meetings
with the Communist Party
of India to enlist support in
approaching the govern-
ment of Soviet Russia.
Madhuri Bose recalls that
Soli Batlivala, who repre-

sented CPI at the meeting,
agreed to this course of ac-
tion. Batlivala in a hand-
written record of the meet-
ing given to Amiya Bose
three decades later recount-
ed that Netaji told him,
"The strategy I suggest is:
We in India launch a full-
scale national movement
for freedom; at the same
time Soviet Russia marches
from the North."

Netaji apparently told
Batlivala that "Soviet
Russia could be trusted not
to take advantage and occu-
py the country." CPI did not
look upon the scheme with
favour, according to the
Kolkata-based communist,
but agreed to see that the
message reached Moscow.

Accordingly, it was decid-
ed that Subhas Bose will
send a direct communica-
tion through Amiya Bose.
On arriving at UK's Poole
port by seaplane, Amiya

Bose was accosted by a
New Scotland Yard officer
who spoke perfect Bengali.
He was interrogated for
three hours and his lug-
gage searched.

His shaving kit and spare
shoes were confiscated but
amazingly his overcoat, in
whose pockets the letters
were kept, was not
searched. Amiya Bose later
recounted that his uncle
clearly had "a good under-
standing of the minds of
intelligence officers".

Amiya Bose contacted
Rajni Palme Dutt, then sec-
retary of the British
Communist party and
member of the Comintern,
and gave him one of the let-
ters. Palme Dutt in turn or-
ganized a rendezvous for
Amiya Bose with a Soviet
agent in a Bristol Hotel
where the second letter ad-
dressed to the Soviet lead-
ership was handed over.

Lucknow, Jan 23 (PTI): 

In poll-bound Uttar
Pradesh, family ties are
going through a test as
closely related candidates
pull out all stops in their
hunt for tickets. Driven
with ambition, close rela-
tives are trying to elbow
out each other for a nomi-
nation in various assembly
segments.

One glaring case of fami-
ly tussle is in Sarojini
nagar assembly seat in
Lucknow, where minister
Swati Singh and her BJP
state vice president hus-
band Dayashankar Singh
are locked in a ticket race.

Another keen tug-of-war

is witnessed in Amethi,
where the first and second
wife of former Congress
stalwart Sanjay Singh are
vying for the BJP nomina-
tion. Garima Singh,
Singh's first wife, is sitting
MLA of BJP from Amethi.
But when Sanjay Singh de-
fected to BJP, his present
wife Amita Singh emerged
as her challenger.

Sanjay Singh had given
up his Rajya Sabha seat be-
fore joining BJP in July
2019. Sources close to him
said he is lobbying to se-
cure nomination for Amita
Singh, the former
Badminton player he mar-
ried after divorcing
Garima Singh in 1995.

In the 2017 state election,
Amita Singh, then contest-
ing on a Congress ticket,
had stood fourth in the
seat. BJP's Lok Sabha coor-
dinator Rajesh Masala told
PTI-Bhasha that party's
word will be final in the
choice of candidates.

Selection of a candidate
is no issue here. Whoever
the party gives the ticket,
their victory will be en-
sured," he said. Contest for
ticket has created fissure
in a prominent political
family in Ghazipur district
too. Kin of deceased mus-
c l e m a n - p o l i t i c i a n
Krishnanad Rai are com-
peting with each other for
the BJP ticket.

‘From ‘moonwalk’ to dressing up as
‘Yamraj, traffic cops get creative’

New Delhi, Jan 23 (PTI): 

From doing the 'moon-
walk' while managing
traffic to dressing up as
'Yamraj' for sensitising
commuters against
drinking and driving,
traffic cops from across
the country are using cre-
ative methods to teach
road safety lessons and
spread awareness.

Ranjeet Singh, a traffic
cop from Indore, is a fan
of pop icon Michael
Jackson and has been per-
forming the singer's sig-
nature dance move while

managing traffic at busy
intersections since the
last 17 years.

"Unfortunately,many
people do not respect the
traffic light. They have an
impulse to jump it if
there is no cop watching
but once they see me per-
forming, they stop and
traffic is managed
smoothly. The technique
also helps whenever I'm
deputed at places where
we need to do crowd man-
agement," he said, adding
that he has received
recognition not only from
his department but also

multiple awards for the
initiative.

Sandeep Singh from
Gurgaon traffic police
dressed up as Yamraj, the
Lord of Death in Hindu
mythology, to send across
a message against drink-
ing and driving.

"Such drives are to
make people aware in a
dramatic way. If I explain
this to someone in that at-
tire, at least 20 people take
notice. I tried this before
the COVID-19 pandemic
and even during the pan-
demic we did this for peo-
ple who were stepping out

during lockdowns or at
places where there was
overcrowding," he said.

India recorded over 3.5
lakh road accidents dur-
ing 2020 in which 1,33,201
people died and 3,35,201
were injured, the annual
report of the National
Crime Records Bureau
(NCRB) showed. The gov-
ernment data showed
that more than 60 per cent
of road accidents were
caused due to over-speed-
ing, accounting for 75,333
deaths and 2,09,736 people
being injured.

"Every year, we read

about how many challans
were issued by traffic po-
lice but I have realised
while being on roads that
those who violate rules
may not necessarily be
wary of challans so we
have to find out creative
ways to convince people
about the value of not
only their lives but of
their fellow commuters',"
Singh added.

For Delhi Police Head
Constable Sunil Sen,
teachings kids is an easy
job as they spread the
message in their families
with more impact.

‘Complete thought given to
school reopening decision’

Mumbai, Jan 23 (PTI): 

Maharashtra Health
Minister Rajesh Tope said
the decision to reopen
schools for primary classes
to XII from Monday was
taken after complete
thought was given to the
issue. Schools were shut
last month after a spike in
COVID-19 cases across the
state. Talking to reporters
in Jalna on Sunday,

Tope said opening of
schools was necessary for
the brain development of
children and it was not
right to keep them at home
for long. The reopening of
schools was a risk or mid-
dle path the state govern-
ment decided upon to stop
the spread of the virus as
well as ensure children do
not suffer.

"We have given a lot of
flexibility and also stressed
that following COVID-19
norms is a must," the min-
ister said, adding that par-

ents must send their wards
to school. While COVID-19
cases have increased over
the past few days, 90-95 per
cent oxygen and ICU beds
are vacant, he said, adding
that restrictions would be
eased if the rate of hospi-
talisation remains low.

The minister also in-
formed that 90 per cent of
eligible beneficiaries in the
state have taken the first
dose of the coronavirus
vaccine, while second dose
coverage is in the 62-63 per
cent range.

He, however, said several
people had skipped their
second vaccine dose and
health workers were trying
their best to get this section
to overcome hesitancy.

‘Over 27k police 
personnel deployed 
for R-Day security’

New Delhi, Jan 23 (PTI): 

Delhi Police
Commissioner Rakesh
Asthana on Sunday said
over 27,000 police person-
nel have been deployed for
Republic Day security du-
ties in the national capital
and anti-terror measures
intensified.

These personnel include
deputy commissioners of
police, assistant commis-
sioners of police and in-
spectors, sub-inspectors.
Armed Police Force per-
sonnel and commandos, of-
ficers and jawans of
Central Armed Police
Forces (CAPFs) have also
been deployed, he said.

Briefing the media about
the Republic Day security
arrangements, Asthana
said a total of 27,723 Delhi

Police personnel including
71 DCPs, 213 ACPs and 753
inspectors have been de-
ployed in the capital for the
Republic Day parade. They
are being assisted by 65
companies of CAPFs. The
police chief said over the
last two months, the Delhi
Police has intensified anti-
terror measures in coordi-

nation with other security
agencies. "Since the last
two months, we have inten-
sified our anti-terror meas-
ures. These measures have
been taken on 26 parame-
ters very intensively. It is
also because Delhi has al-
ways been a target for ter-
rorists or anti-social ele-
ments. This year too we
have been very much
alert," Asthana said.

According to a recent
order, operation of sub-
conventional aerial plat-
forms, including UAVs,
paragliders and hot air
balloons, over the nation-
al capital has been pro-
hibited in view of the
Republic Day celebra-
tions. The order came
into effect on January 20
and would remain in
force till February 15.
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RELIGIOUS RITUALS

Priests perform rituals during the Kumbhabhishekham at Lord Murugan temple, in
Chennai, Sunday.

BIRD SHOW

A man plays with a macaw during a bird show in Kolkata, Sunday.

COVID-19

ROAD SAFETY AWARENESS Race for tickets strain 
family ties this UP election

Netaji sent secret letter to USSR in 1939
asking for help in India’s liberation

Himanta says such gestures may lead to talks

‘3 idiots’ fame school yet to get CBSE affiliation 
After over two
decades since 
its inception


