
AICC in-charge 
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Congress
President Sonia Gandhi
on Friday appointed Lok
Sabha member A
Chellakumar as AICC in-
charge of West Bengal
and Andaman & Nicobar
Islands. The post fell
vacant after former Union
Minister Jitin Prasada
quit the party to join the
BJP in June after the
Congress failed to open
its account in the West
Bengal assembly elec-
tions. Chellakumar will
continue to hold his exist-
ing post as AICC in-
charge of Odisha, AICC
General Secretary K C
Venugopal said.

Museum closed
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: The tour of
the Rashtrapati Bhavan
and the Rashtrapati
Bhavan Museum will
remain closed from
Saturday, as a precau-
tionary measure against
the spread of COVID-19.
The Change of Guard cer-
emony will also not take
place till further notice, a
statement issued on
Friday by the Rashtrapati
Bhavan said. 

Commando injured
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: A commando
of CRPF's jungle warfare
unit CoBRA was injured in
a Naxal triggered explo-
sion in Chhattisgarh's
Sukma district on Friday,
officials said. The impro-
vised explosive device
(IED) blast was followed
by an exchange of fire
between the troops on
patrol and the Maoists
around 1 pm along the
Palodi-Kistaram axis of
the district. A personnel
of the 208th battalion of
the Commando Battalion
for Resolute Action
(CoBRA) has been injured
during the anti-Naxal
operation and he is being
evacuated, they said.

Inspector suicide
RRaaiippuurr:: An inspector with
the elite Commando
Battalion for Resolute
Action allegedly commit-
ted suicide in Sukma dis-
trict in Chhattisgarh,
police said on Friday.
Inspector Valang, hailing
from Nagaland, hanged
himself in the toilet of
Burkapal Camp of the
CoBRA's 206A Company
under Chintagufa police
station limits at around
8:50pm on Thursday, said
Sukma Superintendent of
Police (SP) Sunil Sharma.
"He was rushed to
Chitalnar field hospital
where CRPF doctors
declared him dead. A
probe is underway.
Valang was posted in the
206A Company, which is
part of the CRPF's 37th
Battalion, on December
7," he informed.

BRIEF

A kitemaker flies a kite on the
eve of the New Year celebra-

tions on the outskirts of
Amritsar, Friday.
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New Delhi, Dec 31 (PTI) 

Heeding to demands
made by several states, the
GST Council on Friday put
on hold a decision to hike
the tax rate on textiles to 12
per cent and referred to a
panel of state ministers to
recommend rate by
February, Union Finance
Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman said.

The panel, the highest de-

cision-making body for in-
direct taxes, met under
emergency provisions after
states made a request for
deferring the tax rate hike
on textiles, from the cur-
rent 5 per cent, to be effec-
tive from January 1, 2022.

Currently, the tax rate on

manmade fibre (MMF) is 18
per cent, MMF yarn 12 per
cent, while fabrics are
taxed at 5 per cent. In the
Council meet in September,
it was also decided that a 12
per cent uniform GST rate
would apply on textile prod-
ucts, except cotton, includ-
ing readymade garments.

Briefing reporters after
the Council meeting called
under 'emergency provi-
sions", Sitharaman said the
Council had in September
decided to correct the duty
inversion in textiles with
effect from January 2022.

"From December on-
wards... representations
started coming and on
December 29, letter also
came from the Gujarat FM
and therefore the emer-
gency meeting (was called).
The decision of the emer-
gency Council meeting
today is that we retain the
status quo and not go to 12
per cent, from 5 per cent,
meaning don't do the cor-
rection now in case of tex-
tiles," she said. Sitharaman
said states also raised the
issue of long-term ways by
which the Council could

look at correcting duty in-
version and also have a
plan for revenue genera-
tion. "The decision of the
Council was that the rate
rationalisation committee
would also look at textiles
in their review, and submit
the report by February
which I agree to have it cir-
culated to all ministers and
post that to hold either at
end February or sometime
in March a Council meet-
ing in which the commit-
tee's recommendation or re-
port will be discussed," she
said.

New Delhi, Dec 31 (PTI): 

Omicron has started re-
placing Delta variant in
the country in terms of the
number of COVID-19 cases
and 80 per cent of the trav-
ellers who tested positive
have this new variant, offi-
cial sources said on Friday.

However, a third of all
the detected cases were
mildly symptomatic, and
the rest were asympto-
matic, they said.

A total of 1,270 Omicron
cases have been detected
across 23 states and UTs so
far, according to the Union
health ministry data up-
dated on Friday.

Noting a considerable
decline in Covid testing,
the Centre had on
Thursday urged 19
states/UTs to ramp up test-

ing "in a big way" to identi-
fy the positive cases
promptly and restrict the
spread of transmission in
view of the increased
transmissibility of
Omicron variant, and the
larger preponderance of
asymptomatic cases.

Since, the first two cases

of Omicron variant were
announced in the country
on December 2, the health
ministry has been working
in a mission mode and con-
stantly guiding states on
the measures to be under-
taken to contain the spread
of the infection.

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi is also reg-
ularly holding meetings to
review the status of
COVID-19, Omicron and
preparedness of health
systems across the coun-
try, while Union Health
Minister Manuskh
Mandaviya reviews the on-
going situation with ex-
pert teams and senior offi-
cials daily. He also takes
updates on the buffer
stocks of drugs and venti-
lators and oxygen avail-
ability.

New Delhi, Dec 31 (PTI): 

The Income Tax depart-
ment on Friday raided mul-
tiple premises linked to cer-
tain perfume traders in
Uttar Pradesh, including an
SP MLC from Kannauj, as
part of a tax evasion inves-
tigation, official sources
said. They said the searches
are being conducted in
Kannauj, Kanpur, the na-
tional capital region, Surat,
Mumbai and few other
places, and about 30-40
premises are being covered.
A residential building in
south Delhi's New Friends
Colony and about a dozen
premises in Mumbai are
being covered in the raids
that started early morning
with police escort. The
Samajwadi Party (SP) said
through a post on its official
Twitter handle that the
premises of its MLC
Pushpraj alias Pampi Jain
in Kannauj, Uttar Pradesh,
have been raided.

New Delhi, Dec 31 (PTI): 

The government on
Friday ruled out extending
the deadline for filing of
ITRs, saying there were no
problems faced by taxpay-
ers in filing returns as the
total number of returns
filed so far is 14 per cent
higher than last year's.

As the ITR filing deadline
draws to a close, over 5.62
crore returns have been
filed till 3 pm, 14 per cent
higher than total 4.93 crore
filed till December 31 last
year. Revenue Secretary
Tarun Bajaj said ITR filing
is going on "very smoothly"
and till 3 pm, 5.62 crore re-
turns have already been
filed in total.

"Today people have filed
more than 20 lakh return
which is the highest and in
the last one hour, 3.44 lakh
returns have been filed. So
if returns are being filed in
such numbers, I see no rea-
son for anybody to claim
(deadline extension)", Bajaj
told reporters. He said as on

December 30 last year, 4.83
crore tax returns were filed,
compared to 5.43 crore filed
till December 30, 2021.

The government has al-
ready extended the dead-
line for filing income tax re-
turns for 2020-21 fiscal year
(ended March 2021) by five

months till December 31.
"I expect another at least

20-25 lakh returns to come
by 12 in the night... The fig-
ures that we were anticipat-
ing would have come...
There is absolutely no pro-
posal to extend the dates,"
Bajaj said.

New Delhi, Dec 31 (PTI): 
The CBI has arrested five peo-
ple, including a regional officer
of NHAI and several top execu-
tives of Bhopal-based construc-
tion company Dilip Buildcon, in
connection with an alleged
bribery case of Rs 20 lakh, offi-
cials said on Friday. Those
arrested include NHAI regional
manager posted at Bengaluru,
Akil Ahmad; Retnakaran Sajilal,
general manager of Dilip
Buildcon; Devendra Jain,
Executive Director of the compa-
ny and Sunil Kumar Verma, an
executive of the company, they
said. A private person Anuj
Gupta was also arrested by the
Central Bureau of Investigation
(CBI). The CBI on Friday carried
out searches at multiple loca-
tions in New Delhi, Bengaluru,
Cochin, Gurgaon, Bhopal, among
others, they said. During the
searches, the agency recovered
Rs 4 crore in cash, they said.

Omicron has started replacing
Delta variant in India

GST hike on textiles put on hold
GoM to recommend
rate by Feb

A medical staff wearing PPE
and gloves holds a placard as
he poses for photographs on
New Years eve amid concern
over rising Omicron cases, in

Bengaluru, Friday.

CBI arrests 
5 people in Rs 20 lakh

bribery case
NEW YEAR  CELEBRATIONS

Teachers pose for photographs on New Years eve in Moradabad, Friday.

I-T raids SP’s Kannauj MLC as
part of raids on perfume traders

IT sleuths conduct a raid at the premises of businessman Anoop
Jain, in Kanpur, Friday.

NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman on
Friday said the nearly Rs 200 crore cash recovered in tax
searches on perfume maker Peeyush Jain in UP's Kannauj dis-
trict is not BJP money, and that the raid was at the correct
address and not by an outcome of knocking at wrong doors.
Staunchly defending the action, she said the raids, which were
based on actionable intelligence, seemed to have "shaken" for-
mer Uttar Pradesh chief minister and Samajwadi Party leader
Akhilesh Yadav as the person caught redhanded could be his
partner or friend.

It's not BJP money: FM

No extension of ITR filing deadline

NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: The government on Friday kept interest rates on
small savings schemes, including NSC and PPF, unchanged for
the fourth quarter of 2021-22 amid rising cases of the more con-
tagious coronavirus variant Omicron and elevated level of infla-
tion. The decision also comes ahead of assembly elections in
five states -- Uttar Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Punjab, Himachal
Pradesh and Goa. The schedule of elections is expected to be
announced early next month.

MMuummbbaaii::  Using ATMs beyond the permissible free transactions
for cash as well as non-cash purposes will cost more from
Saturday. As per the Reserve Bank directive issued in June, the
banking customers would be required to pay Rs 21 per transac-
tion with effect from January 1, 2022 for transactions beyond
the free permissible limit. Presently, banks are allowed to
charge Rs 20 for such transactions through ATMs.

Interest rates on small savings schemes
unchanged for fourth quarter

ATM usage beyond permissible free 
transactions to become expensive from Jan 1
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Panda Ram Dewangan

BBhhiillaaii::  Retired BSP employ-
ee and Baigapara resident
Panda Ram Dewangan left
for heavenly abode at the
age of 84 years. Last rites of
the mortal remains were
performed at Harnabandha
Muktidham. He is survived
by wife Godwari Dewangan,
son Sukhendra Dewangan
and family.

OBITUARY
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Training on Swachh Sarvekshan 2022 guidelines given to officers/employees 
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 31: To keep the
city clean and beautiful,
and to work in accordance
to the criteria of Swachh
Sarvekshan 2022 as well as
to bring awareness about
cleanliness among citizens
through various means a
training programme was
conducted for the officers
and employees. During
Swachh Survekshan 2022, a
total of 7500 marks would
be at stake. In this, service
level programme has been
allocated 3000 marks, 1000
marks for Water Plus, 1250
marks for GFC, 2250 marks
in Citizen Feedback. In

order to ensure that Bhilai
Corporation can get an ex-
cellent position in Swachh
Survekshan-2022, PMU
Harish Thakur explained to
the officers/employees of
the Corporation about the
Toolkit Guideline Booklet
and e-learning course is-
sued by the Union Ministry
of Urban Housing under
Swachh Survekshan-2022.
In the presence of
Corporation Commissioner
Prakash Surve, Engineer,
Health Officer, Zone Health
Officer, Sanitary Inspector
and Supervisors, power
point presentation was
given regarding the guide-
lines related to cleanliness,

feedback from people,
surveys and documents
related to work under
the toolkit. All the
points of Swachh
Survekshan related to
fixed marks, methods of
waste disposal were ex-
plained in detail.
C o r p o r a t i o n
Commissioner Prakash
Surve directed the offi-
cers/employees of the
Health Department to work
seriously on many impor-
tant works like feedback,
segregation of waste, dis-
posal of single-used plastic
as well as disposal of harm-
ful wastes as per the guide-
lines. During this, the field

staff present in the audito-
rium were instructed to
continuously monitor the
cleanliness work and to re-
dress the public grievances
quickly. Instructions were
given to make better
arrangement of lights, win-
dows, doors etc in commu-
nity toilets, arrangement of
water in toilets, constant

cleaning and always
having caretaker.
Health Officer
D h a r m e n d r a
Mishra, Executive
Engineer Sanjay
Bagde and DK
Verma and other of-
ficers/employees
were present in the

Swachh Survekshan 2022
workshop.

Under the parameters of
Swachh Survekshan, infor-
mation was given about
how to do the waste dispos-
al in a better way.
Mandatory keeping of dust-
bins in the kiosk, handcarts
in commercial areas,
awareness of keeping dry

and wet waste segregation,
attainment of 100%  collec-
tion of waste from door to
door and focus on home
compost in homes, hotels
and restaurants. Better and
regular cleaning was sug-
gested in the market areas,
cleaning in two shifts, lift-
ing of garbage scattered on
the roadside, regular clean-
ing of toilets, better clean-
ing of drains, cleaning of
ponds by making rosters.
To bring awareness about
cleanliness among the citi-
zens various competitions
like painting, rangoli and
entertainment programs
like street plays in residen-
tial areas were to be focused

on, as well as the field staff
be told about the feedback
of citizens is an important
part so that more and more
Points to be earned. In the
cleanliness survey the
home and kitchen compost
is to be promoted.
Emphasis has been given
on making incense sticks,
perfumes, soaps and other
useful items from flowers
emanating from religious
places like temples, gurud-
waras, mosques, churches.
The team has been instruct-
ed to take punitive action
against those who spread
garbage even after explain-
ing the need for proper
management of waste.

BMC bids farewell to 8 superannuating employees
Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  DDeecc  3311:: Eight employees
of Bhilai Municipal
Corporation, who have com-
pleted the age of 62 years and
are superannuating, were
given farewell at a sublime
function held in the
Corporation office. Presenting
mementoes, shawls and co-
conut on behalf of the corpora-
tion administration, the retiring
employees were extended best
wishes and good health and
long life. Prior to it, the retiring
employees, sharing their work
experience and difficult situa-
tions during their service life in
Bhilai Corporation, inspired
everyone to work unitedly. The
retiring employees who were
felicitated in the function have
attained many achievements
while working in difficult situa-

tion that had cropped up from
time to time and thanked
everyone present for support.  

Appreciating the excellent
work done by all the retiring
employees, Deputy
Commissioner Narendra
Kumar Banjare and Public
Relations Officer PC Sarwa
wished them a bright future
and said that they have
given their services in mak-
ing the corporation adminis-
tration a strong pillar. They

have been instrumental in
various achievements of the
corporation. 

Among those felicitated at
the function organized in the
auditorium were sanitation
worker Ramesh Kumar Verma
son of Lakhan Lal Verma;
Tracer Planning Department,
Ishwari Prasad Sahu, son of
Jahajit Ram Sahu; Assistant
Grade 02 Head Office Kanhaiya
Lal Chandrakar son of Aghanu
Ram;  Assistant Grade 02 Zone

03, Rafiq Shah son of Mushtaq
Shah; Lineman Zone 01, Bimla
wife of Ishwar Das Chowkidar
Zone 01, Uttam Bhardwaj son
of Saryu Ram Bhardwaj,
Sanitary Supervisor Revenue
Department, Shakuntala Bai
wife of Late Ajipal, worker
Data Centre; Bilaso Tandi wife
of Late Nirakar Harpal, Safai
Karamgar Zone 01, who had
been serving in the corporation
since SADA tenure. 

They were presented with a
memento and bid farewell.
Health officers Dharmendra
Mishra, Tulsi Devangan, Ajay
Shukla, Sanjay Sharma,
Purushottam Sahu, Vidyadhar
Devangan, Rita Yadav,
Priyanka Rao, Ashok Kashyap
and employees and members
of the union other officers/em-
ployees of the corporation
were present in the program.

Sacrilege of holy book: Muslim 
Samaj demands strict action

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 31: The mem-
bers of Muslim Samaj ex-
pressed ire over the sacri-
lege of holy book in Durg
Jail. On Friday, two differ-
ent delegations submitted
memorandums to the top
cops of the district. The
representatives of Muslim
Samaj expressed their
anger and demanded the
strictest action against the
guilty.

A delegation of Bhilai
Nagar Masjid Trust led by
Sadar Jameel Ahmed and
other office bearers visited
Bhilai Nagar Kotwali
Police Station and submit-
ted a memorandum to
Additional Superintendent
of Police (City) Sanjay
Dhruv. They demanded a
fair investigation and strict
action against the guilty.
The delegates said that if
strict action is not taken
against the guilty, the
Bhilai Nagar Masjid Trust
along with the Sadars / of-

fice bearers of all the
mosques of Bhilai will ap-
proach SP-Collector and
Home Minister
Tamradhwaj Sahu and if
needed they will also ap-
proach the Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel.
Additional Superintendent
of Police (City) Sanjay
Dhruv assured that the sen-
timents of the delegation
would be conveyed to the
administration.

On the other hand, a del-
egation of Madrasa
Faizane Sibtain Raza
Camp-2 visited the office of
the City Superintendent of
Police (CSP) Chhawani.
The delegation submitted a
memorandum to CSP

Kaushalendra Dev Patel
and demanded strict action
in the sacrilege case of reli-
gious texts.

Earlier, a memorandum
was handed over to the
Bhatti Police Station in-
charge Brijesh Kushwaha
on Thursday. The memo-
randum addressed to the
District Collector was sub-
mitted by the Youth United
Group. Abdul Hameed,
Arif Khan, Ateeq Rehman
from Youth United Group
and Chhattisgarh Pradesh
Congress Sports Cell
General Secretary Khwaja
Ahmed, Congress leaders
Dhirendra Mishra and
Naseem Khan were 
present.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 31: Rice
Millers have been directed
to speed up the lifting of
paddy from the procure-
ment centres as well as in-
tensify the custom milling.
Additional Collector
Nupur Rashi Panna
chaired a meeting of the
millers on Friday and gave
directions in this regard.

She said that farmers
are reaching the procure-
ment centers in large
numbers to sell paddy. In
view of the present situa-
tion, the millers also need
to act fast so that the sys-
tem continues to operate
smoothly. The millers as-
sured that the work of
paddy lifting and custom
milling would be done on
a war footing.

Additional Collector
said that in the last cabinet
meeting, the government
has taken important deci-
sions related to incentives

for paddy purchase, etc.
The millers will be benefit-
ed through these initia-
tives. She said that if there
is a need for any kind of
coordination on the part of
the banks, they will coor-
dinate through the lead
bank officer to solve the
problem. She said that the
faster lifting of paddy will
ensure smooth conduct of
paddy procurement.

Additional Collector
said that the government
has taken many decisions
in view of the problems
faced by millers. These de-

cisions will make the work
easier for them. She asked
the President of the Rice
Mill Association to rectify
the work by coordinating
amongst themselves and
through mutual coordina-
tion. They shall distribute
the work according to the
ability, so that proper ini-
tiative can be taken to-
wards achieving the goal.

Food Controller CP
Dipankar also spoke in
this regard. He asked to
deposit bank guarantee
and lift paddy so that rice
can be deposited in FCI.

The faster the lifting takes
place, the easier would be
the task for the commit-
tees. Millers said that the
situation would improve
substantially in the next
few days.

In case of any coordina-
tion, they will discuss with
the Food Controller and
DMO. Additional Collector
said that the work of pro-
curement of paddy is the
most important pro-
gramme in the state. With
the cooperation of all this
work will be completed in
a better way. This year also

the millers should achieve
the target early. The dis-
trict administration is
ready to extend all possi-
ble cooperation.

The millers also shared
their local problems be-
fore the Additional
Collector. Additional
Collector said that their
concerns will be conveyed
to the government so that
appropriate initiatives
can be taken. Office bear-
ers of Rice Mill
Association, DMO and
other officers were also
present.

Coal laden goods
train catches fire

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 31: A bogie of
an imported coal - laden
freight train caught fire
near Bhilai Marshaling
Yard, Charoda on
Thursday late evening.
The vigilant workers at
BMY spotted smoke
emerging from one of the
bogies and raised an
alarm. The train was
stopped at Bhilai Nagar

Railway Station and the
fire brigade doused the
flames. According to infor-
mation, the Punjab bound
train had departed from
Visakhapatnam on
Thursday. The train
crossed Bhilai Marshaling
Yard late evening on the
same day. The workers at
Bhilai Marshaling Yard
spotted smoke emerging
from one of the bogies and
immediately communicat-

ed information to the high-
er authorities. The con-
cerned officials swung
into action and the train
was stopped at Bhilai
Nagar Railway Station.

The team of Fire
Brigade and Home Guards
were ready here and im-
mediately doused the
flames. It took about an
hour to extinguish the fire
completely. The cause of
the fire was unknown.

Paddy will be purchased from all
registered farmers, assures CM

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 31: Paddy is
being procured rapidly in
the state and so far about
58% of the farmers' paddy
has been purchased. The
state government is com-
mitted to purchase paddy
from all the registered
farmers, said Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
while addressing a gather-
ing of Guru Ghasidas
Jayanti celebrations at vil-
lage Jamgaon (R) in Patan

block.
On the occasion, the

Chief Minister said that
instructions have been
given to make proper
arrangements for paddy
procurement in all the so-
cieties. He said that last
year 92 lakh metric tonnes
of paddy was procured
while this year one crore
metric tonnes of paddy is
likely to be procured.

He said that there is a
crisis of DAP across the
country and to deal with

this crisis in
Chhattisgarh, the promo-
tion of manufacturing of
vermicompost and super
compost provided great
benefit. Chief Minister
questioned the farmers
about the crop yield with
the use of vermicompost.
Farmers replied that
vermi compost has en-
sured a good crop and the
quality can be gauged
from the shine of paddy.

The Chief Minister said
that Chhattisgarh has set

an example in the entire
country through Godhan
Nyay Yojana. This time a
unique tableau of Godhan
Nyay Yojana of
Chhattisgarh will also be
seen in Rajpath. A
glimpse of the innova-
tions related to agricul-
ture happening in the
state will also be visible.

The Chief Minister
said that earlier cow dung
was only used for smear-
ing but now it will also be
used for white washing.

Work is going on to pro-
duce paint from cow
dung. Apart from this,
electricity will also be
produced in the village
from cow dung. For this
purpose, the experts of
BARC will visit soon to
take the work ahead tech-
nically.

Chief Minister said
that Guru Ghasidas gave
the message of "Mankhe-
Mankhe Ek Samaan".
The teaching of equality
given by him is deeply
rooted in Chhattisgarhi
society. The white flag of
Satnam Panth is a symbol
of peace. On the occasion,
the Chief Minister said
that drug addiction is the
root of social evil and cre-
ates troubles for the
women also.

Whether it is Satnam
Samaj or all other samajs,
there is a need to make
initiatives from all the
sects and communities to
bring public awareness
and eliminate this evil.

Baghel attends Guru Ghasidas Jayanti celebrations at Jamgaon (R)

Millers asked to speed up paddy 
lifting and custom milling

Honour Swachhata Didis with flowers on New Year 
Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  DDeecc  3311:: MLA (Urban)
Arun Vora, Durg Mayor Dheeraj
Bakliwal, Commissioner
Haresh Mandavi have ap-
pealed to the citizens under
the Durg Municipal limits to
honour the Swachhata Didis
with flowers as a mark of re-
spect to them, for they keep
the city clean irrespective of
the weather conditions. It is
our duty to respect them and
what better way than to start
this campaign on the first day
of the New Year. They ap-
pealed to the citizens to give
flower, take a good photo and
post it on whatsapp number
8889449856, from all the
wards. One photo from each
ward will be selected and 
honoured. 

The women of the city have
shown the grit to clean the city
and have done an amazing job.
They are none other than the
'Cleanliness Didi'. In fact, these
Swachhata Didis are not only
disposing of the waste, but are
also earning money from
waste disposal and user
charges in about an year. The
face of the city has changed.
The 'Swachhta Didi' is making

an important contribution in
keeping the streets, and
squares of the locality and
colony clean by disposing of
the waste. The city has be-
come open defecation free, the
city has also become a plastic
and garbage-free slum area.
Women of Self Help Groups
have made this campaign a
means of earning extra money.

By the way, the task of col-

lecting garbage and disposing
of it separately was not easy
for these women. In the begin-
ning, when they used to visit
door to door for collection of
garbage by taking rickshaw,
people did not have a very
good opinion about them. But
soon the attitude changed and
they realised that these didis
are doing good job. 

Women of Self Help Groups
collect garbage from door to
door as Safai Mitras. In the
segregation shed i.e. solid and
liquid waste management cen-
ter, they segregate them ac-
cording to their nature from
the collected waste. Solid
waste such as polythene, food
packing wrappers, plastic
items, iron scrap and glass, re-
ceived as garbage, is sold after
segregation.

Durg Mayor, MLA & Commissioner appeal to the citizens 
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SILENT PROTEST

CM Bhupesh Baghel along with his Minister and MLAs and Congress workers staged ‘silent protest’ against 
passing of derogatory remarks by religious Guru Kalicharan.

Raipur, Dec 31 (PTI): 

Lashing out at religious
leader Kalicharan
Maharaj, Chhattisgarh
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel on Friday cau-
tioned people to be alert
about the forces spreading
hatred in society.

Referring to the arrested
religious leader’s com-
ments against Mahatma
Gandhi, Baghel said great
people like Rabindranath
Tagore and Netaji Subhas
Chandra Bose were admir-
ers of Gandhi.

While Tagore had called
Gandhi a Mahatma, Bose,
despite ideological differ-
ences, referred to Gandhi
as Father of Nation dur-
ing a radio broadcast from

Rangoon in 1944, Baghel
pointed out.

The Congress leader
was speaking at a function
here, titled `Gandhi
Hamare Abhiman’
(Gandhi, Our Pride).

And these `tutpunjiye’
(petty) people refuse to
consider Gandhi the
Father of Nation. Who are

you? Are you bigger than
Subhas Babu? Do these
people not believe in
Tagore?” Baghel asked.

He also referred to
Kalichaan as “Gaali-cha-
ran”. `Gaali’ in Hindi
means a term of abuse.

“Some people want to
spread hatred in society
and cultivate a crop of
hate. There is a need to be
careful about them,”
Baghel said, accusing such
elements of trying to cre-
ated a religious divide
even during a pandemeic.

He also claimed that it
was Vinayak Damodar
Savarkar who “laid the
foundation for the parti-
tion of the country” while
Mohammad Ali Jinnah
“fuelled it”.

Baghel slams
Gandhi’s detractors

Cites Bose, Tagore’s admiration for Mahatma

District level 
committee constituted

for rehabilitation 
of mentally challenged

persons

Raipur, Dec 31: A dis-
trict level committee has
been constituted under
the chairmanship of the
collector for the rehabili-
tation of mentally chal-
lenged persons.
Superintendent of Police,
C o m m i s s i o n e r
Municipal Corporation
Raipur, Chief Medical
and Health Officer,
District Programme
Officer, Women and Child
D e v e l o p m e n t
Department and social
worker Dr Meeta
Mukherjee have been
made members of the
committee. Joint Director
Social Welfare Raipur
has been made member-
secretary of the commit-
tee. Nomadic mentally ill
patients will be rescued
and rehabilitated by the
committee.

Raipur, Dec 31: On pass-
ing of derogatory remarks
against Mahatma Gandhi,
the religious Guru
Kalicharan was taken on
police custody on
Thursday. He was pro-
duced in the court today
and sent on judicial cus-
tody till Jan 13. This order
was given by First Class
Judicial Magistrate
Chetana Thakur here on
Friday. It is notable here
that the religious Guru
Kalicharan was arrested
by Chhattisgarh Police

from Khajuraho (MP) on
Thursday morning and
was brought by road to
Raipur by Thursday
evening itself and pro-
duced in the District court,
from where he was sent to
police custody. Again on
Friday, Kalicharan’s was
denied bail when his advo-
cate pleaded before the
judge and was sent on judi-
cial custody to jail till Jan
13, as per orders from
FCJM Chetana Thakur.

It is worthwhile to men-
tion here that in the
‘dharm sansad’ organized
in capital city and passed
some derogatory remarks
against Mahatma Gandhi.
After this he even passed
similarly remarks in
Maharashtra and Pune as
well and cases were lodged
in respective states.

But it was from
Chhattisgarh that orders
were issued by the Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
for his arrest and to be pro-
duced in the court within
24 hours.

Kalicharan sent to 
judicial custody till Jan 13

Raipur, Dec 31: 

Chhattisgarh on
Thursday continued to
witness a surge in COVID-
19 cases with 150 people
testing positive for the in-
fection, which took its
overall tally to 10,07,997,
an official said.

This is the second con-
secutive day when more
than 100 cases were re-
ported in the state. The
number of cases had
dropped below 100-mark
in mid August this year
and the number steadily
kept going down after
that.

The death toll remained
unchanged at 13,600 as no
fatality was reported dur-
ing the day, while the re-
covery count increased to
9,93,800 after five persons
were discharged from

hospitals and 11 others
completed their home iso-
lation during the day, leav-
ing the state with 597 ac-
tive cases, he said.

“Raigarh recorded 32
cases, followed by 31 in
Bilaspur, 28 in Raipur and
21 in Korba. No fresh case
was reported in 12 dis-
tricts. With 24,710 samples
being examined during
the day, the number of
tests in the state went up
to 1,49,11,395,” the official
said. Meanwhile, state
chief secretary Amitabh
Jain chaired a meeting of
all divisional commis-
sioners, collectors and
chief medical and health
officers (CMHO) through

video conferencing to deal
with the possible third
wave of coronavirus after
cases of the Omicron
variant of the infection
being reported from sev-
eral parts of the country.

“Jain directed officials
to start necessary prepa-
rations on a war footing to
deal with the third wave
of COVID-19 in the state,”
a government statement
said.

He also asked them to
check the functioning of
all medical equipment
and resources provided to
the districts within the
next two days. Jain asked
the officials to ensure
strict compliance of so-
cial distancing, mask
wearing and preventive
protocols, it said. “As per
the directives, public
places like hotels, cinema

halls, theaters, among oth-
ers, be allowed to function
with 33 per cent (one
third) of its seating capac-
ity and the permission of
collectors is necessary be-
fore organising social
events,” it said.

The chief secretary
asked the officials to keep
information about people
entering Chhattisgarh
from states like Delhi,
Maharashtra, Gujarat,
Uttar Pradesh, Madhya
Pradesh, where the infec-
tion rate is increasing
rapidly, and carry out
their screening, the re-
lease said. Chhattisgarh’s

coronavirus figures are as
follows: Positive cases
10,07,997, new cases 150,

death toll 13,600, recover-
ies 9,93,800, active cases
597, total tests 1,49,11,395.

Chief Secretary chairs meeting on tackling possible third wave

 Coronavirus: 
150 new cases in
Chhattisgarh

Information about Covid beds available on web portal
Raipur: Guidelines have been issued by the Health Department regarding con-
trol, prevention and treatment of COVID-19 infection and the increasing risk of
Omicron variant. The Health Department has created a web portal for Covid-19
patients admitted in hospitals. The URL of this web portal is
http://govhealth.cg.gov.in. The portal is for both government and private hospi-
tals. The list of patients admitted in hospitals and information of beds available
in the hospitals would be updated in real time on this portal. For the management
of Covid-19 pandemic, a state level control room has also been set up by the
Directorate of Health Services, which is working 24 hours a day. Its telephone
number is 0771-2235091.

Ward with even a single COVID patient
to become a containment zone

Raipur: The danger of corona is continuously in-
creasing in Chhattisgarh. After 106 new patients in a
single day on Wednesday, the government has now
swung into action. Chief Secretary Amitabh Jain
held a meeting of all the collectors through video con-
ferencing and gave instructions to all the collectors in
view of the possible Omicron infection. The govern-
ment says that so far not a single patient of Omicron
infection has been found in the state. But the positivi-
ty rate has increased from .01% to .04% which is a
matter of concern.

Raipur, Dec 31:

In view of increase in
the number of
Coronavirus positive
cases and its new viriant
Omicron the Collector
Sourabh Kumar has ap-
pointed nodal officers
while assigning responsi-
bilities to officials for con-
trol and prevention of
Corona virus.

Additional District
Magistrate, NR Sahu has
been made the nodal offi-
cer for making micro-con-
tainment zone. To control
the progress of Oxygen
plant construction in gov-
ernment hospitals the
concerned sub divisional
magistrate has been ap-
pointed nodal officer.

Raipur Municipal
Corporation Additional
Commissioner Sunil
Chandravanshi has been
appointed as nodal officer
for Covid testing of people
coming from abroad and
their home isolation. Dipti
Verma, Deputy Collector
has been appointed as
nodal officer for media
briefing over Covid-19.

Deputy Collector
Mukesh Kothari has been
appointed as nodal officer
for tracing of persons
coming in contact with
Covid infected persons
and making necessary co-
ordination for this where-
as Chief Medical Officer
Dr Meera Baghel has been
appointed as nodal officer
to assess the availability

of beds, medicines, med-
ical supplies and re-
sources in government
hospitals.

To ensure availability of
Covid beds Dr Avinash
Chaturvedi has been ap-
pointed as nodal officer
whereas Swatantra
Rahangdale has been ap-
pointed as nodal officer
for Covid testing and re-
porting.

Dr Ashish Verma has
been appointed as nodal
officer for availability of
Covid vaccine and
progress of vaccination
whereas additional tehsil-
dar Dr Anjali Sharma has
been appointed as nodal
officer for tracking of per-
sons in home isolation
and necessary coordina-

tion. District Education
Officer has been nodal of-
ficer for for vaccination of
students in age group of
15-18 years in schools. For
vaccination of students in
colleges, Kedar Patel,
District Employment
Officer has been made
nodal officer. Assistant
Commissioner, Tribal
Development has been
made nodal officer for vac-
cination of students resid-
ing in SC and ST hostels
whereas Chief General
Manager, District
Industries and Trade
Center and Assistant
Labourr Commissioner,
Raipur have been made
the nodal officers for
Covid testing and vaccina-
tion of officers-employees.

Collector entrusts officers with 
responsibilities for Covid prevention, control

Raipur: Chief Medical
and Health Officer
(CMHO) Dr Meera Baghel
held a meeting of private
hospital operators and doc-
tors at Red Cross meeting
hall in the Collectorate
here today. In view of the
Covid infection, the CMHO
inquired about the number
of beds and equipment
available in the private hos-
pitals. Collector Sourabh

Kumar had given instruc-
tions to update the infor-
mation from private hospi-
tal operators regarding
prevention and treatment
of corona infection and the
increasing risk of
Omicron variant.
Promotion of corona vacci-
nation and raising aware-
ness to prevent corona
were also discussed in the
meeting.

CHMO holds meeting of
private hospital operators

Raipur, Dec 31: 

Social Welfare
Department, Raipur, today
distributed cheques of in-
centive amount to four dif-
ferently-abled couples
Under the Divyangjan
Vivah Protsahan Yojna.
District Panchayat Raipur

President Domeshwari
Verma distributed the
cheques. Two couples
were given Rs 1 lakh each
while two other couples
were given Rs 50 thousand
each at a programme here
today. Joint Director of
Social Welfare
Department Bhupendra
Pandey and departmental
officers employees were
present.

Amount distributed 
to 4 disabled couples 

 Under Divyangjan
Vivah Protsahan Yojna

Raipur, Dec 31: 

A 36 members delega-
tion comprising of
Particularly Vulnerable
Tribal Group-Baiga rep-
resentatives from
Kabeerdham district,
Manjhi representatives
from Raigarh and Gonds
representatives from
Kondagaon, Kanker and
Jagdalpur met with
Chhattisgarh Governor,
Anusuiya Uikey and
handed over memoran-
dum for inclusion of
Pandariya and Botha
blocks of Kabeerdharm
district in 5th Scheduled
area by extending PESA
area, Habitat Rights for
Baiga community.
Another   important
dernand   was   to   en-
sure alignment (in ongo-
ing drafting of PESA
Rules) of Chhattisgarh
PESA rules  constitu-

tionally given  funda-
mental rights and safe-
guards of women and
rights protection given to
women under interna-
tional instrument -
Convention on the
Elimination of All
Forms of Discrimination
Against Wornen-CEDAW.

Lamtu Baiga informed
that Bodla and
Pandariya blocks haying
overwhelming tribal pop-
ulation fulfils all criteri-
on of being declared as

PESA area therefore it
should be declared as
PESA area. Gothu Baiga
who is also President of
Habitat Rights commit-
tee (a committee formed
by Baiga themselves to
expedite Habitat Rights
claim process) informed
that the prominent item
in the memorandum was
of giving Habitat Rights
to Baiga under Forest
Rights Act. He said that
District Level committee
on FRA should initiate

the process and give
Habitat Rights to Baiga
by which Baigas and
other inhabitants of the
Habitat can make better
management of natural
resources and can pro-
tect their ‘Jal, Jungle,
Zameen, culture, prac-
tices, life heritages and
live according to their
traditions and customs.

Indu Netam, Convenor,
Adiwasi Jan Van
Adhikar Manch and
President of Adiwasi

Samta Manch who led
the delegation informed
that ongoing drafting of
PESA Rules must ensure
protection of constitu-
tionally given fundamen-
tal rights to women and
rights and protection
given to women under in-
ternational instrument -
Convention on the elimi-
nation of All Forms of
Discrimination against
Women - CEDAW.

She said that there is
need for documenting
and writing of custom-
ary laws as in the ab-
sence of written custom-
ary laws there may be
possibility of abuse in
the name of customs and
traditions. She informed
that in the memorandum
of Governor it has been
demanded that 50% of
District Mineral
Foundation Fund should
be used for women.

Baiga, other tribes delegation submitted memorandum to Governor

RRaaiippuurr,,  DDeecc  3311::  

EEG machine will be pur-
chased in State Mental
Hospital, Bilaspur Sendri. This
machine is useful for measur-
ing brain activity. Right now
patients are sent to private
institutions for this. The avail-
ability of this machine in the
hospital will facilitate psychi-
atric patients. In the meeting
of the Jeevandeep Committee
of the hospital held under the
chairmanship of Bilaspur
Divisional Commissioner Dr.
Sanjay Alang, approval was
given to purchase the said
machine. Several decisions
were taken in the meeting for
the smooth functioning of the
hospital. Three seater visiting
chair will be purchased from
the amount of Jeevandeep
Samiti for the family members
accompanying the patients. It
was decided to increase the

honorarium given to yoga
teachers working in the hospi-
tal. Funds were sanctioned for
installation of grill in the office
premises of the hospital, instal-
lation of ducting cooler for the
convenience of patients in
summer in the 20-bed isolation
ward built in the first floor. In
the meeting, the superinten-
dent of the hospital, Dr. BR
Nanda presented the compli-
ance report of the decision
taken in the last meeting. A
proposal has been sent to the
government to start de-addic-
tion ward in the hospital,
whose approval is under
process. NTPC Sipat has pro-

vided Rs 28.60 lakh for the con-
struction of additional rooms
for the families of the patients.
The Divisional Commissioner
gave instructions to take
immediate action for the con-
struction. He directed that
along with conducting the fire
safety audit of the hospital
building, an accessible audit
should also be conducted
under the Accessible India
scheme. Additional Collector
Mrs Jayshree Jain, representa-
tives of Chief Medical and
Health Officer, officers of
NTPC Sipat, SECL, CGMSC,
PWD and other members were
present in the meeting.

EEG machine will be installed in
State Mental Hospital, Bilaspur
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Raipur, Dec 31: 

Extensive preparations
are being made in the dis-
trict for 100 percent Covid-
19 vaccination of adoles-
cent boys and girls. In rela-
tion to the preparations
being made in Raipur dis-
trict to prevent the possi-
ble wave of corona infec-
tion, an important meet-
ing was held this morning
under the chairmanship
of Collector Sourabh
Kumar. The meeting was
attended by Municipal
Commissioner Prabhat
Malik, Raipur Smart City
Ltd. Additional Managing
Director Chandrakant
Verma, CEO District
Panchayat Mayank
Chaturvedi, Chief Medical
and Health Officer Dr

Meera Baghel and District
Officers of Health and
Education Department.

Instructions have been
given to the Health and
Education Departments to
ensure identification of
boys and girls in the age
group of 15 to 18 years in
every school to meet the
target of 100% vaccination
with complete coordina-
tion.

It has been directed in
the meeting that this im-
portant programme of
vaccination should be exe-
cuted according to the ros-
ter and the cooperation of
the concerned school and
college staff should also be
taken in this important
work.

It has been informed
that registration on

www.cowin.gov.in portal
for vaccination of adoles-
cents is starting from
January 1, 2022. Boys and
girls in the age group of
15-18 can register them-
selves by visiting this por-
tal. On the other hand, the
facility of registration at
the vaccination centres
will also be available for
the adolescents. The meet-
ing was also attended by
District Employment
Officer Kedar Patel,
District Vaccination
Officer Ashish Verma,
Health Department
District Programme
Officer Manish Maijorwar,
District Education
Programme Coordinator
KS Patle, City Programme
Manager Anshul Thuigar
and Swatantra Rahandale.

Education, Health Depts 
step up preparations for Covid-19

vaccination of teenagers

Raipur, Dec 31:

IIIT-NR in its first at-
tempt has been selected by
‘ARIIA Ranking 2021’ in
the group of institutes in
the Band ‘Performers’
under ‘University &
Deemed to be University’
category, as per release by
Ministry of Education on
December 29, 2021The
Ranking was declared on
29th December 2021 by Dr.
Subhas Sarkar, Minister of
State for Education,
Ministry of Education,
Govt. of India, in the pres-
ence of Prof. Anil D.
Sahasrabudhe, Chairman,
AICTE. Atal Rankings of
Institutions on Innovation
Achievements (ARIIA) is a
joint initiative of the
Ministry of Education and
AICTE to systematically
rank higher educational
institutions in India on in-
dicators related to
Innovation, start-up, and
E n t r e p r e n e u r s h i p
Development amongst stu-
dents and faculty. It evalu-
ates institutions on pa-
rameters like patent filing
and granted, several regis-
tered students and faculty
start-ups, fund generation

by incubated start-ups,
specialized infrastructure
created by institutions to
promote innovation and
entrepreneurship, etc.

ARIIA 2021 held a virtu-
al program in which an of-
ficial list from the
Education Ministry was
released, ranking the insti-

tutes of pan India in nine
separate categories includ-
ing Centrally Funded
Technical Institutions,
State Universities, State
Standalone Technical
Colleges, Private
Universities, Private
Standalone Technical
Colleges, Non-technical
Government and Private
Universities and
Institutions.

Emphasizing on the cul-
ture of innovation at the
heart of IIIT-Naya Raipur
Dr. Pradeep Kumar Sinha,
Director, IIIT-NR, ex-
pressed happiness on the
progress made by the in-
stitute in a short span of
time. He added that IIIT-
Naya Raipur, right from its
inception, is focussing on
building state of art infra-
structure, world-class fac-
ulty, advanced laboratory,
and collaboration with in-
dustries & international
institutions to foster entre-
preneurship and innova-
tion at the institute.

He congratulated all the
institute students, staff
and faculty members and
asked them to keep work-
ing hard to take the insti-
tute to the next level.

IIIT Naya Raipur bags ‘Performers
Band’ in ARIIA Ranking 2021

Raipur, Dec 31: Sant
Dnyaneshwar Vidyalaya
run by Maharashtra
Mandal, organized a coun-
seling workshop
“Parenting Guru” on
December 24, Friday taken
by Principal of school Dr.
Mrs. Manjiri V. Bakshi.
During the programme
she suggested to the moth-
ers how to be happy &
think positive as well as
change perspective to-
wards life. The counseling
session added with light
music made the atmos-

phere positive and ener-
getic with the help by med-
itation and music. Dr.
Manjiri suggested moth-
ers to behave friendly with
adolescent child as due to
hormonal changes, their
life goes in confusion. She
gave tips on “How to be-
have with adolescents
with positive attitude.”
Session ended with dance
by the mothers as, they be-
came confident & full of
new mind set & mothers
gave a big round of ap-
plause.

‘Parenting Guru’ :
Workshop in SDV

Raipur, Dec 31: 

The poster release of
Chhattisgarhi film ‘Isk
Maa Risk’ produced under
the banner of Liara
Production was done at
the hands of Food and
Culture Minister

Amarjeet Bhagat on
Wednesday. In his speech
Bhagat spoke in length
about the policies of state
government towards cine-
ma production and its de-
velopment. He congratu-
lated the entire team en-
gaged  in the production of

this film. The prominent
among those present were
producer Laxmi Prakash
Jaiswal, actor Manu
Qureshi, director Satish
Jain, film director Alekh
Choudhary, Manoj Verma
and Congress leader Nitin
Bhansali.

Amarjeet Bhagat releases
poster of Chhattisgarhi film

Konta, Dec 31: 

Today, Women and
Child Development
Department organized
Women’s Awareness
Camp and Chief
Minister’s Child
Reference Camp in village
Chintalnar. The mothers
and the general public
who reached the camp
were encouraged to vacci-
nate by giving informa-
tion about the benefits of
Covid vaccination (second
dose, booster dose, vacci-

nation for 15 to 18 years).
The remaining rural
women were asked to com-
plete both the doses of the
Covid vaccination. Along
with this, the action plan
for ‘Healthy Boys Girl
Competition’ to be held
from January 8 to
January 14, 2022 was dis-
cussed. The women who
came to the camp were in-
formed about the depart-
mental schemes and told
the importance of the
Chief Minister’s
Nutrition Center and mo-
tivated them to recruit the
malnourished children

there. According to the in-
structions of Collector
Nandanwar, monthly as-
sessment of improvement
in malnutrition level, in-
formation on Pradhan
Mantri Matritva Vandana
Yojana and other impor-
tant topics related to nu-
trition was given in Hindi
and Gondi. Along with
this, Annaprashan pro-
gram for 7 children and
God Bharai program for 7
pregnant women was also
done. Beneficiaries of
Tongguda, Pattaguda,
Mukaram, Chintalnar,
Morpalli, Kistaram,

Kerlapenda, were benefit-
ted in the camp. Free
medicines were provided
after health check-up of
about 51 severely mal-
nourished children.

In this program
Chintalnar Sarpanch
Madi Mukka, Deputy
Sarpanch Mrs Sushila
Singh, Project Officer
Mohd. Imran Akhtar, Dr.
Yuvraj Sahu, Supervisor
Mrs Lakheshwari Jagat,
Supervisor Mrs
Pushpjayanti Gwal and all
Anganwadi workers, as-
sistants and change carri-
ers were present.

Children wellness camp and
women’s awareness camp organized 

 At Chintalnar

Raipur, Dec 31: Tarun
Sahu, an agriculture grad-
uate, hailing from Mungeli
district of Chhattisgarh,
paid courtesy call to Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
at his residence office here
today. During the meet, he
told Chief Minister about
startup named ‘Krishi
Yug’, which he started
with few other youth,
under which works are
being done to save and pre-
serve indigenous varieties
of paddy and pulses be-
sides producing them or-
ganically. They are also
making indigenous pro-
duce available in market
by processing it in tradi-
tional way. Mr. Baghel ap-
preciated work being done
by Shri Tarun Sahu and
his start up and extended
his best wishes for their
future endeavors.

Sahu informed Chief
Minister that the work of
packaging and sale of in-
digenous varieties of
paddy and pulses are
being done by his startup
since one year. The prod-
ucts are gaining populari-
ty among people due to its
superior aroma, flavor and

high quality. The produc-
tion is high in hybrid vari-
eties of crops, but seems to
be losing its flavor and
aroma.

He also informed that he
had put up a stall at the
International Trade Fair
organized at Pragati
Maidan, New Delhi, where
his products were a bit hit
among visitors. In this
trade fair, orders for sup-
ply of 3 tonnes each of
Kodo-Kutki rice every
month has also been re-
ceived.

Meanwhile, Krishi Yug
Start Up is connecting
local farmers and encour-
aging them to practice or-
ganic farming of indige-
nous varieties. Production
and marketing of multiple
varieties of paddy includ-
ing Dubhraj, Chhattisgarh
Devbhog, Jawaphool,
Jeeraphool, Loktimanjhi,
Telkasturi, Samuchin,
Black Rice along with
Arhar and indigenous va-
rieties of Kodo-Kutki is
being done by the start-up.
Joint Director of
Agriculture Department
Mr. R L Khare was also
present on the occasion.

CM appreciates youth Tarun
Sahu for launching startup

Rajim, Dec 31: 

Amidst corona pandem-
ic for last two years, people
of the region are unable to
enjoy New Year celebra-
tion with full fun and en-
thusiasm and large gather-
ing as it used to be held
earlier. There was ban im-
posed on tours & travels to
tourist sites in other states
and in such conditions
people were forced to stay
indoor and celebrate along
with family members only.

People either visited the
temples or nearby garden
adhering to Corona guide-
lines and fulfilled the for-
mality of welcoming New
Year in 2020.

But this year, with cases
of Omicron virus yet to
start and few restrictions
already in place for New
Year in hostels, restau-
rants and other public
places, many are planning
to compensate last two
year’s fun and enthusiasm
this year itself. But with
sudden change in weather
and winter setting in, it
has made difficult for en-
tire family to go out and
celebrate New Year, as

some or the other member
of the family is either suf-
fering with cold, cough or
fever.

As such those who have
already made plans well in
advance have left for re-
spective tourist destina-

tions along with family
and friends to celebrate
and welcome the New
Year. Whereas many with
limited group and mem-
bers are planning to cele-
brate it either in small
family gathering or in safe

and less congested areas,
so as to avoid falling vic-
tim of likely spread of
new variants of Corona
virus.

On the other hand, peo-
ple are also planning to
visit some religious site or
temple nearby to their
place of residence or got to
some nearby tourist site
with waterfalls or natural
beauty.

Many on the other hand,
are planning to organise
small family function,
‘kavi sammelan’ or hold-
ing some other games and
cultural programme in
private complex or soci-
eties with limited mem-

bers only.
Many also plan a visit to

religious place and temple
at Prayag Bhoomi Rajim
and pay obeisance to Lord
Rajiv Lochan and seek His
blessings for good and
wonderful way to start the
New Year.

The day-to-day routine
of people has changed
drastically due to corona
pandemic in last two years
and since it happens to be
Saturday on Dec 1, many
have already planned ei-
ther a two-three day tour
to nearby tourist destina-
tion or family get-together
in some farm house or
place of their choice.

Many planning to cover-up last two year’s break
 To welcome New 

Year with fun and
enthusiasm and gusto

Kondagaon, Dec 31:

It was as per the sugges-
tions from the regional-
level meetings of
Chhattisgarh Karamchari
Adhikar Federation
(CKAF), a meeting for next
course of movement was
held in District
Kondagaon. Heera Netam
and District convener
Neelkanth Shardul in
their address said that few
days back in the divisional
level meeting held in
Jagdalpur the regional
convener Kamal Vermaji
gave following informa-

tion. According to him, in
order to make the move-
ment successful in every
district on behalf of the
region, observers will be
appointed to formulate
strategy. So based upon
this, the District Convenor
in line with region would
go and hold meeting in all
the blocks of their district
and in this series the first
meeting was held here on
Friday. In the meeting it
was decided that in the
forthcoming protest on
Jan 12, a rally will be
taken out in the district
and block without any

break or holiday. Then all
the employees will gather
at one place and take out
rally upto Collector/
SDM’s office ad then sub-
mit memorandum in the
name of CM. CKAF as per
its format would send the
proforma of the flex for
the rally. After this on Jan
28 and 29, all the officers
and employees would go
on mass leave and contin-
ue the movement. In all
the schools ‘pen-down and
no-work strike’ will be
done. At district and block-
level protest on Jan 28,
only Dharna and meetings
will be  held. On Jan 29,
after dharna and protest,
rally will be taken out and
then memorandum will be
submitted in the name of
CM to the Collector / SDM.
Afer this Kondagaon
Block Hq Federation was
formed.

CKAF formulates strategy for strike

Kondagaon, Dec 31:

In the ‘Akhil Bharatiya
K a v i
Sammelan’organised in
Nagar Palika auditorium,
District Panchayat
Presidnet Devchand
Matlam inaugurated it. In
this sammelan, noted
poets from state and out-
side took part.

Aman Akshar from
Indore presenting quali-
ties of women and about
‘Rambhakti’ received
huge accolades, on the
other, Mayank Sharma
from Durg through his sa-
tiarical prose presented
variety of Satires along
with patriotic poems as
well and every spectator
in the auditorium was en-
thralled with his presen-

tation.
Poetess Manik Dubey

from Jabalpur with her
melodious voice present-
ed the ‘Prem Raas’ poems.
Halbi Poet from District
Vishwanath Dewangan
also won the hearts of
many withhis poems in
‘Halbi’. Sanskar Sahu
from Lormi gave bouts of
laughters to all with his
Satirical poems. The
Golden poetess from
District -Dr Jaymati
Kashyap presented a
glimpse of condition of
tribals and woes of local
people at the time of
Independence through his

poetic verses. During this
song and ‘Gazal’ singer -
Ashish Tanha conducted
the programme and kept
the audience spellbound
with his small poems.
During this District
Panchayat CEO
Premprakash Sharma
also won hearts of all
through his poems.

On this occasion
District Panchayat CEO
Premprakash Sharma,
Nagar Palika Leader of
Oppn Tarun Golcha,
Nagar Palika CMO Suraj
Sidar, Tehsildar Vijay
Mishra, Asst.
Commissioner Sankalp
Sahu, District Food
Officer Domendra
Ghurav and other public
reps and officers were
present.

Poets enthrall audience presenting
different forms of poems

 In the Akhil
Bharatiya 
Kavi Sammelan 



Central Chronicle News

Korba, Dec 31: Taking
cognizance to various
media reports regarding
the poor quality of rice
being sent from godowns
to ration shops, District
Collector Ranu Sahu has
again taken a tough stand.

The Collector has given
instructions to the food of-
ficers to return the poor
quality rice deposited in
the godowns to the con-
cerned rice millers and de-
posit equal quantity of
good quality rice instead.

Collector Ranu Sahu
has formed a testing com-
mittee to check the quality
of rice deposited by rice
millers in godowns and
this five-member commit-
tee will test the quality of
rice available in the
godowns of Katghora and
Pali.

Before sending rice to
the ration shops, the quali-
ty of rice will be checked
in the presence of techni-
cal assistant and ware-
house in-charge of Civil
Supplies Corporation and
during this, complete

videography of the inves-
tigation process will also
be done.

After the test, the names
of the concerned rice
millers will be registered
after counting the stacks
and bags found to be non-
standard.

Central Chronicle News

Sambalpur, Dec 31: As a
part of its continuous ef-
forts towards helping the
society, East Coast
Railway Women's Welfare
Organisation, Sambalpur
under the leadership of
Mrs  Isha Malik,
President of ECoRWWO,
Sambalpur and other
members today donated
an Inverter set and  a
Sewing machine for the
benefit of orphans of Sir
Issac Santra Bal Niketan,
Phuljharan, Sambalpur.
ECoRWWO also distrib-
uted Food items to the
orphans. ECoRWWO  a

philanthropic and chari-
table organisation  always
engaged for the  uplift-

ment of Railway employ-
ees and also orphans and 
destitutes.

Central Chronicle News

Koriya, Dec 31: On occa-
sion of 'Azadi Ka Amrut
Mahotsav' colourful cul-
tural programmes were
held at Govt Model
Ramanuj HS School,
Baikunthpur here on
Thursday. In this Piyush
Mehra from Saraswati
Vikas Vidyalaya
Manendragarh performed
solo dance; Vipin and col-
league of Saraswati
Shishu Mandir Sarbhoka
performed group song;
Dharmendra and col-
leagues of Blind School
A a m a k h e r w a

Manendragarh performed
group song 'Vidya'.

In the same way Khushi

and friends from Govt HS
School Katgodi block
Sonhat performed group
dance, Vaishnavi and
group from Govt Model
Girl's HS School
Baikunthpur performed
Drama and Vaidehi Giri
presented solo song. Along
with this progarmmes on
patriotic songs and on
'Nijat campaign' of de-ad-

dication campaign Koriya
was also done.

In this programme,
District Panchayat
President Renuka Singh,
V-P Vedanti Tiwari,
Collector Shyam Dhwade,
CEO District Panchayat
Kunat Dudawat and other
district level officers and
employees and general cit-
izens were present.
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Colourful cultural prog marks
‘Azadi ka Amrut Mahotsav’

On occasion of 75th year of the Independence being cele-
brated as 'Azadi Ka Amrut Mahotsav', the family members of
freedom fighters were felicitated. AK Chatterjee, Nandita
Mukherjee, Pruan Chand Jain, Ashok Jain of Nagar Palika
Nigam Chirmiri; Kamlesh Dutta and Om Prakash Jain of
Manendragarh were welcomed by presenting them with flower
bouqet and felicitated with shawl and srifal. After the felicita-
tion of family members of freedom fighters, 'Tiranga Yatra'
from Nigam's office and massive 'torch rally' from Haldibadi
was taken out. Speaker Nagar Palika Nigam Chirmiri Gyatri
Birha, Dy. Collector Prashant Kushwaha, SDM Chirmiri BS
Markam, Commissioner Nagar Nigam Chirmiri, City SP PP
Singh and local public representatives and traders' association
reps were present in large number.

‘Tiranga Yatra’ and ‘Mashal Julus’ on Dec 29

ECoR WWO Sambalpur 
extends helping hand

Rice millers to be compensated
in  lieu for poor quality rice
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URGING TO WEAR MASK

A police personnel urges people to wear protective mask amid concern over rising number of Omicron variant
cases of COVID-19, in Thane, Friday.

BRIEF
Probe ordered

Saharanpur: The au-
thorities here ordered
a probe after over 20
people complained of
loss of vision alleged-
ly after undergoing
cataract surgery at
the district hospital.
Saharanpur Chief
Medical Officer Dr
Sanjeev Manglik said
a five-member team
will investigate the
matter and submit its
report by January 5.
On December 2 and 3,
30 people had under-
gone the procedure at
the hospital during a
camp held by the
Health Department.

Political party
Jammu: Ikkjutt
Jammu’ was regis-
tered as a political
party by the Election
Commission of India,
prompting the party
leadership to say that
the region now has an
option to reject the po-
litical culture of
Jammu and Kashmir
that has enslaved peo-
ple . “Recognition of
IkkJutt Jammu as a
political party has
come at a critical
point in the history of
Jammu, party chief
Ankur Sharma told
reporters here. It ad-
vocates separate
Jammu statehood.

Gang busted
Noida: With the arrest
of 18 people, the Noida
Police claimed to have
busted a gang involved
in malpractices in gov-
ernment-held recruit-
ment exams and sus-
pected question paper
leaks. Among those ar-
rested are a serving
Delhi police official,
two former paramili-
tary personnel and
five women candi-
dates, the police said,
as it busted the racket
during Central
Teacher Eligibility
Test (CTET) conduct-
ed by CBSE across
cities in India.

Man held
Rishikesh: A man
was arrested for al-
legedly abducting and
raping a 10-year-old
girl, police here said.
Police arrested the ac-
cused, Sahil (19), with
the help of CCTV
footage and rescued
the girl from his cap-
tivity, Rishikesh
Kotwali SHO Ravi
Kumar Saini said. The
girl told the police that
the accused had taken
her with him and as-
saulted her.

Teacher held
Rewari: Police
nabbed a music
teacher for allegedly
molesting a 9-year-old
girl in school class-
room. The student told
another teacher about
the incident who in-
formed the school
principal but allegedly
no action was initiated
immediately against
the music teacher, po-
lice said. The girl later
narrated the incident
to her mother who ap-
proached police. An
FIR has been regis-
tered against music
teacher and principal
in the women 
police station.

Three rescued
New Delhi: An
Indian Navy’s fast in-
terceptor boat, in co-
ordination with a po-
lice patrol boat, res-
cued three locals who
were drowning close
to the mouth of
Kavaratti harbour in
Lakshadweep. A fast
interceptor craft (FIC)
was on a routine sur-
veillance sortie when
it saw people drown-
ing close to the mouth
of the harbour, the
Navy officials said.

MHA extends validity of FCRA 
registration of NGOs by three months

A m in a big dilemma
today on the silver

jubilee of PESA Act. The
dilemma is about whether
I should celebrate its com-
ing of age and turning
into an adult or worry
about its continued miser-
ly state or think about
how we can improve its
implementation.

I want to celebrate be-
cause even after 25 years
the law still remains rele-
vant. In the last 25 years,
the issues of the Fifth
Schedule areas remain the
same as written in the law.
Rights related to water-
forest-land; to establish
the Panchayati Raj system
according to the customs-
policies-tradition of local

people; to provide Gram
Sabha and Panchayats au-
tonomy and make them
institutions of self-gover-
nance. In short, establish-
ing direct democracy in
each of the villages and
PESA is such a link that
ties the entire Fifth
Schedule areas with a
common cause and con-
nects them with each
other. Misfortunately even
after having such a good
structure of law it is hard-
ly being implemented on
ground. Even today its
nodal department is not
clear in various states.
Somewhere it is the
Panchayat department
and at other places it is the
tribal department. Even
today, the process of mak-
ing rules for its implemen-
tation is yet to happen in
four major states with
highest tribal population
i.e. Chhattisgarh, Madhya
Pradesh, Odisha and
Jharkhand. Even today

there is dearth of field
staff to implement its pro-
visions despite budgetary
support being there in
centrally sponsored
scheme of Rashtriya
Gram Swaraj Yojna. Worst
no meetings are held by
ministry of panchayati raj
or state nodal depart-
ments to review it. But the
biggest concern for me is
that even after 25 years a
large section of the socie-
ty and government has
not understood its basic
spirit.

It is this concern that
leads me to ponder as to
where it is lacking in its
implementation. What is
there in PESA that makes
politicians and govern-
ment bureaucrats afraid
to even talk about it? 

Why does all the society
think that with the full im-
plementation of PESA,
the tribal society will get
all the rights and others
would get disenfran-

chised?
There is an urgent need

to remove these miscon-
ceptions and misinterpre-
tations by reading the Act
and rules rather than
going by what is under-
stood through hearsay. As
article 40 of the
Constitution sees Gram
Sabha/Panchayats as
units of autonomous gov-
ernance, this autonomy in
fifth scheduled areas is in
accordance with Article
243 M of the Constitution
which provides for certain

exceptions and modifica-
tions mentioned in the
PESA. Thus the 29 sub-
jects under the 11th
Schedule of the
Constitution, which in-
cludes education, health,
roads, water, electricity
and all the development
works, including review,
control of funds, func-
tions and functionaries of
all 29 subjects are all oper-
ated in the fifth schedule
areas only through PESA.
Apart from PESA, no
other law exists at present
through which these sub-
jects can be implemented.

Therefore while reading
PESA one has to basically
keep in mind that it em-
powers all the people liv-
ing in Fifth Schedule
areas through Gram
Sabha and Panchayats
without benefitting any
particular class, especial-
ly the Aadivasis. In states
such as Madhya Pradesh
and Chhattisgarh you will

find that there is reserva-
tion for Scheduled Castes
(SC) and Other Backward
Classes (OBC) in the
Panchayati Raj system
under the sections men-
tioned for PESA in their
panchayati raj act.

In places where the post
of Sarpanch/President is
reserved for Scheduled
Tribes, the post of Up
Sarpanch/Vice President
is reserved for SC or OBC.
Therefore, PESA is does
not making any distinc-
tion for any class of the so-
ciety and gives leadership
opportunities to   all.

Simultaneously, wher-
ever PESA talks about
customary traditions, it
does not emphasize on
the customary tradition
of any particular class,
but empowers and en-
ables the Gram Sabha to
protect and preserve the
customary tradition of all
the societies residing in
the Fifth Schedule Areas.

Therefore, implementa-
tion of PESA to its fullest
is in the interest of all the
societies, all the organisa-
tions, except a few bour-
geoisie and the political
class who want to keep all
the power and resources
in their own hands. To re-
alize Gandhi’s vision of
‘Gram Swaraj’, decentral-
ization of power has to
happen.

However no govern-
ment wants decentraliza-
tion of powers and re-
sources. All the profits
from the centralized sys-
tem are going in the
hands of few and PESA
shows the way to get rid
of it. PESA is a glimmer
of hope for the residents
of fifth schedule areas
forced to lead a sub-stan-
dard life even after inde-
pendence.

Ashwani Kange
Social activities
Kanker, Chhattisgarh

PESA Act: A symbol of social harmony
 Celebration, 

concern and 
contemplation 
on the Silver
Jubilee of PESA

Bengaluru, Dec 31 (PTI):

Karnataka Chief
Minister Basavaraj
Bommai on Friday clari-
fied that the proposed law
is aimed at freeing Hindu
temples from the govern-
ment control, as the
Congress accused the rul-
ing BJP of planning to
sell or hand over them to
party cadres.

With plans to free
Hindu temples from state
control, the Chief
Minister earlier this week
had announced that his
government will bring in
a law aimed at freeing
temples from laws and
rules that control them at
present. “....we are not
handing over temples to

anyone, we are only free-
ing them from the govern-
ment regimen,” Bommai
told reporters in response
to a question.

“It is clear that DK
Shivakumar’s (state
Congress chief) views on
Hindu temples are
against the feelings of the
Hindu worshipers and
temple goers,” he said.

Expressing Congress’

opposition to the pro-
posed law, its state
President Shivakumar ac-
cused the BJP govern-
ment of trying to hand
over Hindu temples to its
workers. “Most of the
temples in the state are
run under the govern-
ment’s administration,
devotees put crores of ru-
pees of money in dona-
tion boxes at these tem-

ples, many of the them
even have properties that
have come from a number
of years. They are going
to hand them over to their
(BJP) workers,” he said.

“We too are Hindus,
who believe in our reli-
gion and culture...they
(BJP) are trying to push
their agenda by raising
emotive issues, we will
not allow it. I’m telling the
Chief Minister to leave
aside his false illusions
that they will get votes by
doing such things,” he
added.

Further asking the gov-
ernment not to meddle
with the system in which
the temples have been
running for years,
Shivakumar said, “or else
you (BJP) will burn out.
We are not anti-Hindu, it
is you. Hindu temples are
not your property, it is the
property of the people of
this state.”

BJP, Congress spar over control of temples issue

Basavaraj Bommai and DK Shivakumar

Thiruvananthapuram,
Dec 31 (PTI): Senior
Congress leader Ramesh
Chennithala on Friday
sought to know whether
Governor Arif
Mohammed Khan had rec-
ommended to confer
Kerala University’s hon-
orary D.Lit to President
Ram Nath Kovind and
whether it was rejected by
its vice chancellor as per
the direction of the Left
government in the state.

He also wanted to know
whether this was the mat-
ter which the Governor
had pointed out that there
were disputes between
him and the government
even over the issues affect-
ing the country’s dignity.

Asking six questions to
Khan and the government
over the recent disputes
between them, the leader
urged the duo to give a
reply at the earliest to
clear doubts prevailing
among people regarding
this. Chennithala also
urged the Governor to re-
veal all factual matters re-
garding this and convince
people of the state. “It is
learnt that the Governor,

in his capacity as the chan-
cellor of the university,
has recommended to give
honorary D-Lit to the pres-
ident of the country. But,
we came to know that, the
Vice Chancellor forward-
ed it to the government,”
he said. They (govern-
ment) should make it clear
on what basis that the gov-
ernment had taken the de-
cision to reject the
Governor’s recommenda-
tion, he said adding that it
was an unprecedented cri-
sis in the history of the
state.

He asked on what
statute that the vice chan-
cellor had handed over the
chancellor’s recommenda-
tion on the D.Lit to the gov-
ernment and whether he
had submitted it to the
university syndicate and
the senate for approval as
per the procedure.

‘Whether Guv’s recommendation
to give D-Lit to Kovind rejected’

Ramesh Chennithala

New Delhi, Dec 31 (PTI):

Resident doctors in
Delhi, who have been
protesting over the delay
in NEET PG counselling
for two weeks, on Friday
called off their strike after
receiving assurances from
the government that their
demands would be looked
into, their federation said.
The stir by the Federation

of Resident Doctors’
Association (FORDA) was
called off at 12 noon,
FORDA said in a state-
ment.

Patient care had been af-
fected at several major
hospitals in Delhi in this
period as resident doctors
have been boycotting serv-
ices to lodge their protest.

The federation had
sought withdrawal of po-

lice cases lodged against
some of their colleagues
in the fraternity after a
face off between medics
and police personnel in
the streets on Monday.

A “series of meetings of
FORDA representatives
was held with multiple
Delhi Police officials. It
was highlighted by Delhi
Police that they have high-
est regard for doctors,” the
federation said in its state-
ment.

They also assured that
police complaints lodged
against resident doctors
“will be taken care of as
per the legal procedures,”
FORDA claimed.

“A virtual meeting of
FORDA members with all
RDAs’ representatives was
convened whereby all the
proceedings were con-
veyed, all points of con-
cern were discussed in de-
tails.

Resident doctors strike called off: FORDA

FORDA President Dr Manish Nigam addresses the media at
Safdarjung Hospital in New Delhi, Friday.

Panaji, Dec 31 (PTI):

Voters will not allow
parties that have come
from outside to use Goa as
a laboratory for political
experiments in the upcom-
ing state Assembly elec-
tions, Chief Minister
Pramod Sawant said on
Friday in a remark aimed
at the Trinamool Congress
(TMC) and the Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP).

Sawant was addressing
a gathering in his native
village of Kothambi in
Sankhalim Assembly con-
stituency, where he for-
mally kicked off his elec-
tion campaign for the polls
scheduled to be held in
February 2022. “We are
taking forward the legacy
of former chief ministers
late Dayanand Bandodkar,
late Manohar Parrikar
and others,” the BJP
leader said, taking a jibe at

the Maharashtrawadi
Gomantak Party (MGP),
accusing it of selling out
its values to political par-
ties that arrived from out-
side the state. The chief
minister was referring to
the pre-poll alliance be-
tween the MGP and the
Mamata Banerjee-led
TMC, which has decided
to contest the elections in
Goa this time. Besides the

TMC, the Arvind Kejriwal-
led AAP, which currently
rules Delhi, is also in the
fray. “People will not allow
Goa to be used as a labora-
tory for political experi-
ments by parties that have
come from outside the
state,” Sawant said. The
chief minister recalled
how he and his young BJP
supporters were ridiculed
as “immature fellows”

during the 2012 state
Assembly elections.
“Some senior people ques-
tioned how I will be able to
win the election with these
immature fellows.
Everyone in our team was
under 50 years of age. But
we won the polls,” he said,
referring to his victory
from Sankhalim seat,
which he has represented
twice. Only 40 days are re-
maining for the polls as
elections may be held
somewhere between
February 10 and February
14, the chief minister said.

“Being the chief minis-
ter, I will have to tour the
entire state campaigning
for other candidates. I may
not be able to reach out to
all voters in my own con-
stituency, Sawant said, ap-
pealing to party workers to
compensate for his ab-
sence and “convince the
voters”.

‘Voters won’t allow outsiders to use Goa for political experiments’

Goa CM Pramod Sawant begins campaign for assembly
election in Kothambi on Friday.

New Delhi, Dec 31 (PTI):

The Union home min-
istry on Friday extended
the validity of the FCRA
registration of NGOs by
three months till March
31. However, organisations
such as the Missionaries
of Charity will not be eligi-
ble for the extension bene-
fits as their applications
for a renewal of the
Foreign Contribution
(Regulation) Act registra-
tion have already been re-
jected, according to a no-
tice issued by the Ministry
of Home Affairs (MHA).

The Centre, in public in-
terest, has decided to ex-
tend the validity of the
FCRA registration certifi-
cates of NGOs up to
March 31, 2022 or till the
date of disposal of their
renewal applications,
whichever is earlier, in re-
spect of only those entities
that fulfil certain criteria,

the notice said.
The NGOs with FCRA

registration certificates
expiring between
September 29, 2020 and
March 31, 2022 and that
have applied for renewal
on the FCRA portal before
the expiry of the certifi-
cates, in accordance with
rule 12 of the Foreign
Contribution (Regulation)
Rules, 2011, are eligible for
the benefits.

“All FCRA registered as-
sociations are therefore
advised to take note of the
fact that in case of refusal
of the application for re-
newal of certificate of reg-
istration, the validity of

the certificate shall be
deemed to have expired on
the date of refusal of the
application of renewal
and the association shall
not be eligible either to re-
ceive foreign contribution
or utilise the foreign con-
tribution received,” the
notice said.

The NGOs that have
valid registration certifi-
cates under the FCRA are
eligible to receive funding
from abroad.

A total of 22,762 NGOs
are registered under the
FCRA and the renewal ap-
plications of about 6,500
have so far been processed.

The MHA, on December
25, rejected the renewal ap-
plication of the
Missionaries of Charity,
founded by Mother Teresa
in Kolkata, for not meeting
the eligibility conditions
under the FCRA as some
adverse inputs were re-
ceived.

 Vishwa Hindu
Parishad has 
long demanded 
freedom for temples

 Chennithala 
seeks clarification
from LDF Govt



Ramallah, Dec 31 (AFP):

Palestinian journalists
have raised the alarm over
what they describe as un-
just suppression of their
content on Facebook, a
claim backed by rights
groups but rejected by the
social media giant.

On December 4,
Palestine TV correspon-
dent Christine Rinawi
posted a video on her

Facebook account in
which Israeli security
forces were seen shooting
a Palestinian on the
ground, killing him. He
had just carried out a
knife attack on an Israeli
civilian. Shortly after she
posted her video, Rinawi,
who has nearly 400,000
followers, noticed it had
been removed from her
account. This was not her
first experience with

Facebook’s enforcement,
and Rinawi said her ac-
count had already been re-
stricted after she shared
footage of a November at-
tack in Jerusalem. In both
cases, Facebook said it in-
tervened because the posts

violated the platform’s
standards. A spokesperson
for Facebook’s parent com-
pany Meta said its policies
“were designed to give
everyone a voice while
keeping them safe on our
apps”.

Berlin, Dec 31 (AFP):

Germany has shut down
three nuclear power plants
even as Europe faces one
of its worst ever energy
crises, following Angela
Merkel’s timetable for
phasing out atomic energy.

With energy prices al-
ready on the rise and ten-
sions higher than ever be-
tween Europe and key gas
supplier Russia, the clo-
sure of the plants in
Brokdorf, Grohnde and
Gundremmingen could
well tighten the squeeze.

The move will halve re-
maining nuclear capacity
in Germany and reduce
energy output by around
four gigawatts — equiva-
lent to the power produced

by 1,000 wind turbines.
Protests over the
Fukushima nuclear disas-
ter in 2011 prompted for-
mer chancellor Merkel to
set the wheels in motion
for abandoning nuclear
power just over 10 years
ago. Germany is planning
to completely wind down
atomic energy by the end

of 2022, when it will shut
its final three plants in
N e c k a r w e s t h e i m ,
Essenbach and Emsland.

But with energy prices
soaring across Europe, the
timing of the plans com-
ing to fruition could hard-
ly be worse. Europe’s ref-
erence gas price, Dutch
TTF, hit 187.78 euros per

megawatt hour in
December — 10 times
higher than at the start of
the year — and electricity
prices are also soaring.

The spike has been fu-
elled by geopolitical ten-
sions with Russia, which
supplies one third of
Europe’s gas. Western
countries accuse Russia of
limiting gas deliveries to
put pressure on Europe
amid tensions over the
Ukraine conflict.

Moscow also wants to
push through the contro-
versial Nord Stream 2
pipeline, set to ship still
more Russian gas to
Germany.

The end of nuclear
power in Germany will
likely push prices up even
further, according to
Sebastian Herold, a profes-
sor of energy policy at the
Darmstadt University of
Applied Sciences.

Shedai Camp, Dec 31 (AP):

In a sprawling settle-
ment of mud brick huts in
western Afghanistan
housing people displaced
by drought and war, a
woman is fighting to save
her daughter.

Aziz Gul’s husband sold
their 10-year-old into mar-
riage without telling his
wife, taking a down-pay-
ment so he could feed his
family of five children.
Otherwise, he told her,
they would all starve. He
had to sacrifice one to save
the rest. Many of
Afghanistan’s growing
number of destitute peo-
ple are making such des-
perate decisions as their
nation spirals into a vor-
tex of poverty.

Afghanistan’s aid-de-
pendent economy was al-
ready teetering when the
Taliban seized power in

mid-August amid a chaotic
withdrawal of US and
NATO troops. The interna-
tional community froze
Afghanistan’s assets
abroad and halted fund-
ing, unwilling to work
with a Taliban govern-
ment given its reputation
for brutality during its
previous rule 20 years ago.

The consequences have
been devastating for a
country battered by war,
drought and the coron-
avirus pandemic. State
employees haven’t been
paid in months.
Malnutrition stalks the
most vulnerable, and aid
groups say more than half
the population faces acute
food shortages. Day by day,
the situation is deteriorat-
ing in this country, and es-
pecially children are suf-
fering, said Asuntha
Charles, national director
of the World Vision aid or-

ganization in Afghanistan,
which runs a health clinic
for displaced people near
the western city of Herat. I
have been heartbroken to
see that the families are
willing to sell their chil-
dren to feed other family
members.

Arranging marriages
for very young girls is
common in the region.
The groom’s family pays
money to seal the deal, and
the child usually stays
with her parents until she
is at least around 15. Yet
with many unable to af-
ford even basic food, some
say they’d allow prospec-
tive grooms to take very
young girls or are even try-
ing to sell their sons.

Gul, unusually in this
deeply patriarchal, male-
dominated society, is re-
sisting. Married off her-
self at 15, she says she
would kill herself if her
daughter, Qandi Gul, is
taken away.

When her husband told
her he had sold Qandi, my
heart stopped beating. I
wished I could have died at
that time, but maybe God
didn’t want me to die, Gul
said, with Qandi by her
side peering shyly from be-
neath her sky-blue head-
scarf. Each time I remem-
ber that night...I die and
come back to life.
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WAITING FOR LPG

A man queues to buy Liquefied Petroleum Gas (LPG) cylinders in Colombo, Sri Lanka on Friday.

BRIEF
Foreign agents

Moscow: Russian au-
thorities designated a
member of the Pussy
Riot punk group, a
satirist and an art col-
lector as foreign
agents, part of efforts
to stifle dissent. The
Justice Ministry ap-
plied the label to
Nadezhda
Tolokonnikova, a
Pussy Riot member
who became widely
known for taking part
in a 2012 protest in-
side Moscow’s
Cathedral after which
she spent nearly two
years in prison.

Fatally shot
Columbus: A man fa-
tally shot his 16-year-
old daughter in the
family’s Columbus
home after he mistook
her for an intruder in
US, according to what
the girl’s mother told
police. The mother
called 911 after the
shooting and said the
father had shot at
someone he thought
was breaking into the
house after the securi-
ty system was activat-
ed, authorities said.

Wheat arrives
Islamabad: The
Pakistan government
said that the first con-
signment of 1,800 met-
ric tonnes of wheat,
part of its humanitar-
ian aid package to
Afghanistan, has ar-
rived in the war-torn
neighbouring country.
The first consignment
of 1,800 metric tonnes
of wheat was handed
over by Shehzad
Arbab, Special
Assistant to the 
Prime Minister, to the
Afghan side.

Tiger killed
Miami: A sheriff ’s
deputy shot a Malayan
tiger that grabbed the
arm of a man who was
either feeding or pet-
ting the animal at a
zoo in southwest
Florida, authorities
said. The Collier
County Sheriff ’s
Office said the man,
believed to be in his
20s, was seriously in-
jured when he entered
an unauthorised area
near the tiger’s enclo-
sure at Naples Zoo at
Caribbean Gardens.
The man works for a
third-party cleaning
service to clean 
restrooms.

Wellington, Dec 31 (AP):

Good riddance to 2021.
Let 2022 bring fresh hope.
That was a common senti-
ment as people around the
world got ready to wel-
come in the new year. In
many places, plans for
New Year’s Eve celebra-
tions were muted or can-

celled for the second
straight year due to a
surge of coronavirus in-
fections, this time driven
by the highly contagious
omicron variant.

Even before omicron
hit, many people were
happy to say goodbye to a
second grinding year of
the pandemic. But so far, at

least, the omicron surge
hasn’t resulted in the same
levels of hospitalizations
and deaths as previous
outbreaks especially
among vaccinated people
offering a glimmer of hope
for 2022. In Japan, writer
Naoki Matsuzawa said he
would spend the next few
days cooking and deliver-
ing food to the elderly be-
cause some stores would
be closed.

He said vaccinations
had made people less anx-
ious about the pandemic,
despite the new variant. ‘A
numbness has set in, and
we are no longer overly
afraid,’ said Matsuzawa,
who lives in Yokohama,
southwest of Tokyo. ‘Some
of us are starting to take
for granted that it won’t
happen to me.’ Like many
other people, Matsuzawa
hopes that life will im-
prove in 2022.

Celebration muted by omicron,
many hoping for better 2022

A merchant, second from right, sells seafoods to yearend
shoppers at a street in Tokyo, Japan on Friday.

Parents selling children shows
desperation of Afghanistan

Aziz Gul, second from right, and her 10-year-old daughter
Qandi, center, sit outside their home with other family
members, near Herat, Afghanistan.

 Buying boys is
believed to be less
common than girls

Germany to shutting nuclear 
reactors despite energy crisis

Nuclear power plant Gundremmingen in southern Germany.

 Germany is already
on course to miss
its climate targets

Palestinians raise alarm over Facebook content ‘suppression’

United Nations, Dec 31 (PTI):

India, which will chair
the UN Security Council’s
C o u n t e r - T e r r o r i s m
Committee (CTC) in 2022,
voted in favour of a resolu-
tion to renew the mandate
of the CTC Executive
Directorate, as it called on
nations to remain united
against the “tendency of
labelling terror acts based
on its motivation”.

The UN Security
Council, through its writ-
ten silence procedure, re-
newed the mandate of the
C o u n t e r - T e r r o r i s m
Committee Executive
Directorate (CTED) until
December 31, 2025. An in-
terim review will be con-
ducted in December 2023.

India voted in favour of
#UNSC resolution to
renew mandate of
C o u n t e r - T e r r o r i s m
Committee Executive
Directorate @UN_CTED.
India will chair the
# C o u n t e r T e r r o r i s m
Committee of
#SecurityCouncil from 1
January 2022 for one year,
India’s Permanent
Representative to the UN
Ambassador T S
Tirumurti tweeted. In its
explanation of vote, India
said it is committed to pur-
sue all necessary meas-

ures in collaboration with
other member states to-
wards the goal of zero tol-
erance for terrorism. As
the Chair of CTC for 2022,
India will make deter-
mined efforts to further
enhance the role of CTC in
strengthening the multi-
lateral response to counter
terrorism, and more im-
portantly, ensuring that
global response to the
threat of terrorism re-
mains unambiguous, un-
divided and effective, India
said in the explanation of
vote. India further called
on Member States to re-
main united against the
tendency of labelling acts
of terrorism based on its
motivation. Such categori-
sation will lead the global
community back to the
pre-9/11 era of my terror-
ist versus your terrorist .

We cannot allow anyone
anywhere providing any
kind of justification for
terrorist acts.

India votes in favour to
renew mandate of CTED

Wilmington, Dec 31 (AP):
President Joe Biden has
warned Russia’s Vladimir
Putiin that the US could
impose new sanctions
against Russia if it takes
further military action
against Ukraine, while
Putin responded that such
a US move could lead to a
complete rupture of ties
between the nations.

The two leaders spoke
frankly for nearly an hour
amid growing alarm over
Russia’s troop buildup
near Ukraine, a crisis that
has deepened as the
Kremlin has stiffened its
insistence on border secu-
rity guarantees and test-
fired hypersonic missiles
to underscore its demands.

Further US sanctions
“would be a colossal mis-
take that would entail
grave consequences, said
Putin’s foreign affairs ad-

viser Yuri Ushakov, who
briefed reporters in
Moscow after the Biden-
Putin phone conversation.
He added that Putin told
Biden that Russia would
act as the US would if of-
fensive weapons were de-
ployed near American bor-
ders. White House officials
offered a far more muted
post-call readout, suggest-
ing the leaders agreed
there are areas where the
two sides can make mean-
ingful progress but also
differences that might be
impossible to resolve.

White House press sec-
retary Jen Psaki said
Biden urged Russia to de-
escalate tensions with
Ukraine and made clear
that the United States and
its allies and partners will
respond decisively if
Russia further invades
Ukraine.

Biden talks sanctions, Putin
warns of rupture over Ukraine

President Joe Biden speaks with Russian President
Vladimir Putin on the phone from his private residence in
Wilmington, Delware.
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Systematic 
devastation

Just within 14 years of independ-
ence, as many as 5 IITs had started
their journey of excellence, all under
the stewardship of Jawaharlal Nehru
possessing the vision of building
"Temples of modern India''. Yet by
standing right upon the floor of
Kanpur IIT(1959), it is being an-
nounced that "first 25 years have
been wasted". Is it the joke of 2021 or
this millennium.  Despite the relent-
less anti-Nehru and Congress cam-
paign armed with the coinage
"Nothing Happened prior to 2014",
the fact remains that right from
major dams and hydro-electric proj-
ects to steel plants and other indus-
tries, extensive railway infrastructure
to reputed educational and medical
institutions to IT sector, the whole in-
frastructure of the society have been
set up by the preceding Congress
Governments led by the much ma-
ligned Nehru-Gandhi family or PV
Narsimha Rao or Manmohan Singh.
In contrast the regime of "Good
Days"; far from coming up with a sin-
gle constructive project worth men-
tioning, instead have devastated the
carefully nurtured Banking system,
BSNL, Airlines with the health of
Indian Railways also lying in tatters.
When the policies of earlier regimes
centered around job generation, that
of the present regime are hell-bent
on shrinking job opportunities result-
ing in achieving a record of jobless-
ness around the country. And as if
sprinkling salt upon the wounds of
the ever-increasing unemployed lot,
they are being advised to start pako-
ra shops.   And the last nail got struck
in the coffin of jobs through the "his-
toric bold" demonetisation and
flawed GST robbing the livelihood of
millions of wage earners and de-
struction of small enterprises.
Perhaps the only "contribution" of
the harbingers of "New India" is to
divide the nation through brute com-
munal polarization, hate-filled cuss
words and violence with the religious
minorities and Dalits being the most
victimized and persecuted lot often
at the expense of their lives. And of
course we should be indebted to the
project of "restoring national confi-
dence" through Kashi Vishwanath
corridor, Grand Ram Temple,
Gigantic Patel statue, Bullet trains
and most importantly Central Vista.
God save India from such "restora-
tion of national confidence" if it con-
tinues till next 25 years.

KKaajjaall  CChhaatttteerrjjeeee,,  KKoollkkaattaa

UP electioneering
We all know that UP is the most

populous state in the nation. It has
the maximum number of assembly
as well as parliamentary seats which
is very vital for any government for-
mation at the Centre. It has the dis-
tinction of producing the maximum
number of PMs of the nation starting
from Nehru to Rajiv Gandhi and now
Modi. Amethi and Rae Bareilly are
the two famous constituencies that
were regarded as the bastion of the
Nehru family but in due course of
time things have changed and
Congress party is very slowly losing
its grip on UP. In the last parliamen-
tary polls, Congress lost its bastion
Amethi, where their Rahul Gandhi
lost to Smriti Irani by a considerable
margin. Rahul Gandhi had sensed his
defeat and that's the reason he se-
lected a safe seat in Kerala. Now with
the Assembly election in the offing, it
is almost certain that it will be a free
for all like situation in UP where the
winner will take all. Both BJP and the
rrest mainly SP and INC will not hesi-
tate to hit each other below the belt.
So let us wait and watch our political
parties' stoop to conquer. The elec-
tioneering in UP is gradually reaching
its crescendo up as to win a particu-
lar section's votes former UP CM
Akhilesh Yadav, a disciple of Great
Ram Manohar Lohia made
Mohammad Jinnah a freedom fighter
of India. Now in the nation's politics,
everything seems to be fair. 

AAsshhiimm,,  vviiaa  eemmaaiill

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

WHAT THEY TWEET!

KKRRKK@@kkaammaaaallrrkkhhaann
Total 11,700 small busi-
nessmen committed sui-
cide all over India in 2020,
because they became
bankrupt during #corona-
pandemic! It's really very
sad situation. Even though
One man committed sui-
cide from each family but
11,700 families have

become jobless.

PPrriiyyaasshhmmiittaa@@pprriiyyaasshhmmiittaa
An entrepreneur or start up
owner is as good as it's team
members. We can't demean
people who refuse to become an
entrepreneur and then scream
that we not finding good people,
cause everyone wants to do
their own :) Doesn't work.

MMaahheesshhwweerr  PPeerrii@@mmaahheesshhppeerrii
A nation demanding documents of
birth and citizenship from tribals,
Dalits and below poverty line peo-
ple, our banks have failed to trace
8.9 Crore depositors with Rs
26,697 Crores in deposits for 10
years now despite all the KYC and
info they have of depositors.

VViisshheekk  CChhaauuhhaann
@@VViisshheekkCC

There is a huge disconnect
between what the ticketing
buying public in India thinks
of theatrical entertainment
vs What #Bollywood thinks is
theatrical entertainment!
#Bollywood in general
looked down upon
#RohitShetty and his brand
of cinema and today he

stands tall among ruins!

SSwwaappnneeiill  PPaarriikkhh@@sswwaappnneeiillppaarriikkhh
Why is schooling seen as the most
expendable activity in India? Can
someone explain why schools are first
to close and last to open? Can some-
one explain why we have delayed roll
out of boosters for vulnerable but has-
tened closure of schools? What pur-
pose does this serve?

BBrriigg  RRSS  PPaatthhaanniiaa@@rrssppaatthhaanniiaa
In the beautiful Coorg countryside.

AAaattiisshh  TTaasseeeerr@@AAaattiisshhTTaasseeeerr
Don't get Omicron. Stay cosy this
New Year's. Order some cham-
pagne, see if you can't get your
hands on something delicious, then
take a big book, like Ivo Andric's
"Bosnian Chronicle," to bed and
ring in the new year like that, revel-
ing in faintly buzzed inner life.

Apologists for autocracies are upbeat, as
powerful democracies worldwide are
warped and weighed down. The new
despotisms should wake up democrats
everywhere in 2022. Three decades ago,
democracy seemed blessed. People
power mattered. Public resistance to arbi-
trary rule changed the world. Military dic-
tatorships collapsed. Apartheid was top-
pled. The Soviet empire imploded. There
were velvet revolutions, followed by tulip,
rose and orange revolutions. Now things
are different. In Belarus, Bolivia,
Myanmar, Hong Kong and elsewhere, citi-
zens are arrested, imprisoned, beaten and
executed. Elsewhere, democrats are on
the back foot, worried that big-league
democracies such as India, the United
States, Britain, South Africa and Brazil are
sliding towards a precipice, dragged
down by worsening social inequality, citi-
zen disaffection and the rot of unrespon-
sive governing institutions. That's not all.
The gloom is compounded by increasing
awareness that power-sharing, monitory
democracies are now facing a new global
competitor: despotic regimes, such as
Turkey, Russia, the UAE, Iran and China,
whose top-down political architecture
and cunning efforts to win the loyalty of
their subjects is unlike anything known to
the earlier modern world.

Public apologists of these regimes are
upbeat. They are busily denouncing US
President Joe Biden's 2021 'Summit for
Democracy' as a self-contradictory
American attempt to carve up the world
in its favour. Chinese critics are especially
scathing in their attacks on American-
style 'liberal democracy'. A white paper
recently published by China's State
Council Information Office trumpets the
material successes of the country's
"whole-process people's democracy".
Scholar Su Changhe says that a key prior-

ity is to 'pull apart the language of
Western democracy' and expose its 'so-
cial divisions, ethnic antagonisms, politi-
cal strife, endless political instability and
weak and feeble governments'. China's
best-known science-fiction writer, Liu
Cixin, puts things more sharply. 'If China
were to transform into a democracy, it
would be hell on earth,' he says, a provo-
cation that reappears in a scene towards
the end of his best-seller trilogy
Remembrance of Earth's Past. It de-
scribes the disasters produced by the in-
vasion of planet Earth by an alien species
that quarantines most of our planet's pop-
ulation onto the Australian continent. 'The
society of resettled populations trans-
formed in profound ways,' he writes.
'People realised that, on this crowded,
hungry continent, democracy was more
terrifying than despotism. Everyone
yearned for order and a strong govern-
ment.'

Heavy-duty government sanctioned by
'the people' is exactly what's offered by
the rulers of a new crop of despotisms
that are proving to be a practical alterna-
tive to power-sharing polities. These
rulers are encouraged by their subjects'
feelings that Western democracy is falling
apart. Hence their temptation to confront
these democracies, to challenge them on
a global scale, just as dictatorships,
monarchies and totalitarian regimes did a
century ago when encircling parliamen-
tary democracies. These new despotisms
mustn't be confused with 20th-century
fascism or totalitarianism, or with old
fashioned tyrannies or military dictator-
ships. And they aren't 'autocracies', if by
that word it means a type of government
in which a single ruler violently lords over
the realm. Despotism is rather a new type
of strong state, a form of 'phantom
democracy' led by rulers skilled at manip-

ulating and meddling with people's lives,
marshalling their support, and winning
their conformity.

Despotisms craft top-to-bottom rela-
tions of dependency oiled by wealth,
money, law, elections and by talk of de-
fending 'the people' and 'the nation' (the
phrases are often interchangeable in local
languages) against 'domestic subver-
sives' and 'foreign enemies'. Despotisms
are top-down pyramids of manipulative
power. They are also highly unequal
forms of state capitalism, but it's a mis-
take to suppose they are based simply on
repression and raw force. Despotisms in
practice strive to learn the arts of nimble
governance. They do more than repeat
the mantra of 'popular sovereignty': their
leaders harness public opinion polling
agencies, think tanks, election cam-
paigns, happiness forums, policy feed-
back groups, online hearings and other
early warning detectors. The rulers of the
new despotisms are deception and seduc-
tion perfectionists. They do all they can to
camouflage the violence they wield
against those who refuse to conform.
Using a combination of slick means, in-
cluding calibrated coercion masked by
balaclavas, they manage to win the loyal-
ty of sections of the middle classes,
skilled and unskilled workers, and the
poor. Despotisms are hard governments
in soft velvet form. They work tirelessly to
lure their subjects into subjection.
Voluntary servitude is their thing. And
they hunt in packs. The new despotisms,
led by a globally resurgent China and a
belligerent Russia, are skilled at navigat-
ing multilateral institutions to win busi-
ness partners and do military deals well
beyond the borders of the states they
rule.

While Erdogan, Putin, Lukashenko and
other new despots claim to practice their
own forms of 'democracy' grounded in
the authority of 'the people', they have no
love of the free elections and public
watchdog institutions of monitory democ-
racy. They can be ruthless and vengeful,
yet they're not blindly reckless. They
often pay meticulous attention to details,
cleverly interfere with people's lives,
stand over them, and sometimes bully
them into submission. The public support
the rulers enjoy is thus surprising, espe-
cially when it's considered that despo-
tisms are dominated by bigshot poli-
garchs, rich government and business ty-
coons who concentrate staggering
amounts of wealth in their own hands,

and within the family dynasties they con-
trol and protect. Democracies such as
Britain, Spain, South Africa and the most
powerful of them all, the United States,
are similarly warped and weighed down
by massive inequalities of wealth and life
chances. During the coming year we're
likely to hear much extravagant talk of an
epochal battle between 'autocracy' and
'democracy'. The rhetoric is quixotic. It
camouflages messier realities. Think of
the way a new kind of 'surveillance capi-
talism' run by giant state-backed data
harvesting corporations is colonising, ma-
nipulating, and reshaping the personal
lives of many millions of people for the
sake of profit and power. Or how pop-
ulists and elected populist governments in
countries such as India and the United
States, said to be the world's largest and
oldest democracies, are potentially
agents of despotism.

Nourished by citizen disaffection and
big business donations, populists, in the
name of 'the people', spread disinforma-
tion, attack independent courts, discredit
expertise and 'presstitutes' (Narendra
Modi's word for investigative journalism),
and boost executive rule. During elec-
tions, populists promise redemption for
all. In practice, helped by dark money,
lobbying, patronage, and tighter links be-
tween government, loyal journalists and
the corporate world, they work to destroy
democracy in favour of top-down rule by
the few of the many. In these and other
ways, democracies serve as incubators of
despotism. When it's also considered that
democracies and despotisms are entan-
gled and jointly cooperate in such fields
as transport infrastructure projects, bank-
ing, and arms deals, it should be clear that
the principles and practices of constitu-
tional, power-sharing democracies, as we
have known them since the 1940s, are
today threatened not just by outside polit-
ical rivals. The experience of Hungary,
Kazakhstan, Russia and Turkey to name
just the best-known recent cases show
that a transition from some kind of power-
sharing democracy to despotism can hap-
pen rapidly, in not much longer than a
decade. These cases serve as warnings
that the spirit and substance of monitory
democracy can be snuffed out through
the back door, by stealth, bit-by-bit, using
methods that bear a strong resemblance
to those found in China, Russia, Iran,
Saudi Arabia and elsewhere. These new
despotisms should wake up democrats
everywhere.

P rime Minister Narendra Modi has launched a sys-
tem to award blockchain based educational degrees

in digital form to students. These digital degrees can be
verified globally and are unforgeable at IIT Kanpur. The
year 2022 shall be prioritised to shift India's focus towards
innovation and developing a culture of technology.
Suggesting the students to make their life a judicious
blend of technology and emotions, the PM cautioned the
budding technologist against being driven by technology
alone. Calling the students, the finest tech minds of IIT
who 'eat, drink and breathe technology', he said technolo-
gy had its own positives. 'But never become the robot ver-
sion of yourself. Keep the emotions and human sensitivi-
ties always alive in life,' advised the PM at the IIT
Kanpur's convocation ceremony. The PM's message is in
contradiction to what educational institutions and indus-
try defines as objectives. PM has still not addressed on
how to develop a culture of innovation and not consider
just academic or management performance as merit.
Meanwhile, the Indian Institutes of Technology (IITs)
were unable to generate sufficient internal receipts and
remained dependent on the government for grants, ac-
cording to a CAG report pointing out infirmities in finan-
cial management exercised by the reputed institutions.
The report is on "Performance Audit of Setting up of new
Indian Institutes of Technology (IITs)" for the period
2014-19. Atal Ranking of Institutions on Innovation
Achievement 2021 award list was also released by the gov-
ernment. The top position has been achieved by IIT
Madrasas the most innovative educational institute of
India in the technical category. IIT Madras has won this
recognition for the third time in a row. Moreover , IIT
Bombay, IIT Delhi, IIT Kanpur, IIT Roorkee, Indian
Institute of Science (IISc), IIT Hyderabad and IIT
Kharagpur are among the top 10 institutions in the list.

Atal Ranking of Institutions on Innovation
Achievement 2021 award list was released by the
Minister of State for Education Dr Subhas Sarkar. India
hosts the world's third-largest startup ecosystem which
is growing at breakneck speed. It is driven by favourable
tailwinds in digital adoption, domestic consumption, de-
mographics, and the development of technology plat-
forms for both overall consumption and niche use-cases.
The technology-enabled India growth story is globally
acknowledged, rising on the shoulders of the IT industry
and the Indian appetite for technology adoption. To pro-
mote innovation, policymakers have made attempts late-
ly to increase India's expenditure on Research and
Development (R&D). It is now significantly below 2 per
cent of GDP, which is the benchmark value that most in-
novating countries spend on R&D. While India ranked
only 46th in the latest Global Innovation report, it has
climbed two spots over the previous year's standing.
And, the performance is labelled 'above expectations'
against the yardstick of the level of development.
However, Asian countries like Malaysia, Vietnam,
Thailand, and even some of the East European countries
like Bulgaria, Estonia, Slovenia and Hungary, scored
above India. Thus the notion that Indian entrepreneurs
lack innovation culture continues to hold good. At a
micro level though, Indian entrepreneurs function effec-
tively in implementing quick fixes, commonly called 'ju-
gaad', which serve as low-cost, innovative workarounds
or solutions to problems. India has never really made a
forward looking strategic plan to channel R&D expendi-
ture on emerging technologies. As a result, India is usu-
ally a late entrant to a new technology. By the time India
puts its imprint on a technology, the world has moved up
the technology ladder, or the technology has moved in a
different direction.

Focus for 2022

A 52-year-old man, who was infected with COVID-19
Omicron variant, died of a heart attack at Pimpri

Chinchwad Municipal Corporation's Yashwantrao
Chavan Hospital in Pune, as per the Public Health
Department. With 16,764 new COVID-19 cases, India's ac-
tive caseload has risen to 91,361. The country's Omicron
tally presently stands at 1,270. Bihar is the latest state to
report its first case of the new variant of coronavirus.
Although the government has not described it as such,
there are now unmistakable signs that India has entered
the third wave of the COVID-19 pandemic. The surge in
cases that has started is unlikely to subside or change
course over the next few days. Not surprisingly, the
sharpest increases in cases are being seen in the major
cities. This is not just because of their large, and concen-
trated, populations, but also due to the fact that these get
the maximum number of incoming foreign travellers
Meanwhile, several states have imposed more stringent
restrictions to prevent the spread of the virus during new
year celebrations. disturbing news is pouring in from
everywhere. Conflicting statements are being heard re-
garding the new variant. As research is going on the
world over and the situation is being monitored round the
clock, it is difficult to say anything with certainty about
the fate of the coming days.

Taking no chances, the central government has extend-
ed the measures. It means the New Year party is over. This
is news of concern for hotels, but this is also bad news for
all of us. Everything from partying to fun making may be
put on hold till the normalcy returns. Meanwhile, the
number of air travellers in the country is continuously in-
creasing. The number has become almost equal to the pre-
COVID era. This has been possible because of the success
of the vaccination drive. By January, the number of air
passengers will be as high as November 2019. The number
of domestic flights has also increased. While the scientific
community races against time to arrive at the conclusion
and come up with the required intervention, the people as
one of the key stakeholders in the fight against COVID-19
can play the most crucial role in preventing the spike and
reducing pressure on health system. Strict adherence to
COVID-safety measures by wearing proper face masks,
maintaining hand hygiene, physical distancing, getting
both the doses of vaccines and avoiding crowded places by
people will keep all variants of the virus at bay.
Enforcement of the COVID-appropriate behaviour contin-
ues to be the best proven preventive measure.

COVID third wave has begun

Despotic regimes new global competitor 
to be reckoned with in 2022

CENTRAL CHRONICLE,  RAIPUR,  SATURDAY,  JANUARY  01,  2022

Two women pose for photos during exhibition 'Amazing Taiwan 3D Art Exhibition II' to begin the year 2022 with hopeful message
of 3D artworks, at the Chiang Kai-shek Memorial Hall in Taipei, Taiwan. 

BEGIN 2022 WITH 3D ART

((JJoohhnn  KKeeaannee  iiss  PPrrooffeessssoorr  ooff  PPoolliittiiccss  aatt  UUnniivveerrssiittyy  ooff  SSyyddnneeyy  aanndd  WWZZBB,,  BBeerrlliinn..))

JOHN KEANE
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BRIEF

New CEO

New Delhi: Multi-sys-
tem operator SITI
Networks Ltd on
Friday said it has ap-
pointed Yogesh
Sharma as its new
chief executive officer,
effective Saturday. The
company's board in its
meeting on Friday ap-
proved the appoint-
ment of Sharma as in-
cumbent Anil Kumar.

Net profit
New Delhi:
Telecommunications
Consultants India Ltd
(TCIL) has reported a
standalone net profit
of Rs 52.7 crore in
2020-21. The stand-
alone revenue of the
state-run company
stood at Rs 1,749.2
crore in 2020-21. The
company has paid a
dividend of Rs 21.1
crore to the Telecom
Department, the re-
lease added. TCIL, es-
tablished in August,
1978, is miniratna cat-
egory I status compa-
ny under Ministry of
Communications,
Dept of Telecom.

Capex plan

Kolkata: BSL, former-
ly Bhilwara Synthetics
Ltd, has planned a cap-
ital expenditure of Rs
150 crore to augment
cotton spinning capac-
ity at its facility in
Rajasthan. MD
Nivedan Churiwal told
PTI it is aiming at Rs
700-crore revenue dur-
ing the 2023-24 fiscal.

Seed funding
New Delhi: Home
decor and furnishing
startup WallMantra
on Friday said it has
raised Rs 2 crore from
Fluid Ventures Fund
in a seed round of
funding. The compa-
ny plans to utilise the
funds for strengthen-
ing its sales and mar-
keting capabilities
and introducing aes-
thetically pleasing
decor products for the
Indian and US mar-
kets, WallMantra said
in a statement.

Power supply
New Delhi: Power
trading solutions firm
PTC India on Friday
said it has started elec-
tricity supply to the
Kerala State Electricity
Board under the power
ministry's Pilot
Scheme-II. The compa-
ny in a statement said
270-MW electricity sup-
ply starts from January
1, 2022, from the project
of Jindal India
Thermal Power Ltd in
Odisha to Kerala under
the medium term for
three years.

To acquire
New Delhi: State Bank
of India (SBI) said it
will acquire about 10
per cent stake in the
India International
Clearing Corporation
(IICC). IICC is the first
international clearing
corporation set up at
GIFT-IFSC that acts as
a central counterparty
providing clearing and
settlement and risk
management services.

New Delhi, Dec 31: 

TECNO, the global pre-
mium smartphone brand,
once again re-affirms its
‘segment-first’ reputation
by announcing the launch
of yet another blockbuster
smartphone from its popu-
lar camera-centric CAMON
series, the CAMON 18.The
smartphone heralds the
transition to higher camera
pixels, Super Night pow-
ered byTAIVOS™technolo-
gy, Eye Autofocus and
Professional Video shooting
experience. Going with the
popular trend of short form
media consumption habits
of India’s Gen-z audience,
CAMON 18 offers unique
video capabilities of Film
modein eight themes.

TECNO once again is
stepping-up the overall
smartphone camera experi-
ence targeted specifically
fast-paced digital natives
who are looking for top of
the line specs at affordable
pricing.The TECNO
CAMON 18 becomes the
first and only smartphone
in the sub-15K segment to

offer such disruptive
videography and photogra-
phy camera capabilities
with the combination of the
first-ever 48MP AI front
camera and a 48MP AI
Triple rear Camera.
Commenting on the launch,
Arijeet Talapatra, CEO of
TRANSSION India, said,
“We always seek for disrup-
tive products and technolo-
gies that inspire our con-
sumers to unlock the world
of possibilities. Fitting well
with the fast paced lifestyle
of our Gen-z audiences, as
well as the explosion of var-
ious forms of digital con-
tent creation and consump-
tion over the past year; the
trend of short form videos
has continued to gain sub-
stantial popularity.

Tecno CAMON 18 brings
48MP selfie, rear camera

Mumbai, Dec 31: 

Akums Drugs and
Pharmaceuticals Ltd., one
of India’s largest Contract
Drug Research and
M a n u f a c t u r i n g
Organizations (CRAMS),
has won the prestigious
Business Excellence Award
2021 from CIMS Medica dur-
ing India Pharma Expo as a
Leader in pharma manufac-
turing and innovation. The
10th edition of the annual
award recognizes Akums
Drugs' contribution to the
healthcare sector. It also ac-
knowledges Akums Drugs
& Pharmaceuticals Ltd for
excellence in pharma man-
ufacturing and innovation.
The company offers exclu-
sive services in the field of
commercial drug develop-

ment from the point of for-
mulation till its market
launch. The organization
has 13 advanced manufac-
turing units which collec-
tively are producing 12 per
cent of the nation’s drug
supply. The organization of-
fers a comprehensive range
of services starting from
formulation development to
market launch all en suite.

Commenting on the
award win, Mr. DC Jain
said, “Platform like these
recognises people and moti-
vates them to do better
while continuing to inspire
others. We feel humbled
and further motivated to
serve our nation and take
its name across the world”
"In a span of 17 years,
Akums has become a high-
ly reputed contract manu-

facturing pharma company
of India for its high quality
products and unique busi-
ness acumen. Currently,
Akums is manufacturing
more than 12 per cent of
India’s total medicinal re-
quirement. Products manu-
factured by Akums are
being preferred by the med-
ical fraternity because of
their trust in the efficacy,
safety, and quality of for-
mulations. We want to leap
frog and further establish
our leadership position as
India’s largest & most trust-
ed Pharma CRAMS
Company, while also con-
tributing towards
AtmaNirbhar Bharat and
creating employment op-
portunities", Said, Arushi
Jain – Executive Director –
Corporate Growth.

Akums Drugs & Pharmaceuticals bags
Prestigious Business Excellence Award 2021 

Mumbai, Dec 31 (PTI):

Equity benchmark
Sensex rallied over 450
points on the last trading
day of 2021 on Friday, led by
strong gains in Maruti, SBI
and Bajaj Finance.

The 30-share index
surged 459.50 points or 0.80
per cent to end at 58,253.82.
Similarly, the Nifty rose by
150.10 points or 0.87 per cent
to 17,354.05. Titan was the
top gainer in the Sensex
pack, rising 3.5 per cent, fol-
lowed by Kotak Bank, SBI,
Maruti Suzuki, Bajaj
Finance, HUL, Axis Bank
and Sun Pharma.

On the other hand,
NTPC, Tech Mahindra,
PowerGrid and Infosys
were the laggards.

Bourses in Tokyo and
South Korea were closed on

Friday. Among others,
Hong Kong's Hang Seng
rose by 1.24 per cent while
Shanghai Composite
gained 0.57 per cent.

Stock exchanges in
Europe were trading with
losses in mid-session deals.

"What a year 2021 has
been...The globe recovered
from the Covid pandemic
but faced another round of
virus spread in March.
However resilient Nifty
kept rising through the year

till October and then saw
some decent correction.
Globally and in India the
marketcap on GDP ratio
touched an all-time high
due to large liquidity flows,
low-interest rates, the ex-
pectation of early return to
normalcy and low returns
from other asset classes,"
Dhiraj Relli, MD & CEO,
HDFC Securities, said.
Transition to 2022 will see a
more normal monetary pol-
icy, and investors could do

well to expect more moder-
ate returns from financial
markets. Central banks will
start to raise rates but re-
main more tolerant of infla-
tion. Central banks and
their assessment of eco-
nomic conditions will likely
be front and centre once
again in shaping invest-
ment strategies in 2022, he
added. "Post a super show in
2021, valuation levels in
Indian equities could make
most people cautious on
India within EMs and Asia.
Indian equities are running
into many challenges, in-
cluding the US rate cycle,
rising oil prices, elections in
key states, potential Covid
wave 3, an upward inflexion
in domestic interest rates,
rich headline valuations
and strong relative trailing
performance," Relli said.

Sensex rallies over 450 pts
on last trading day of 2021 Mumbai, Dec 31 (PTI):

The rupee surged 13
paise to close at 74.29 (provi-
sional) against the US dol-
lar on the last trading ses-
sion of 2021, tracking posi-
tive domestic equities amid
year-end dollar selling by
banks and exporters.

At the interbank forex
market, the local unit
opened up at 74.35 against
the greenback and wit-
nessed an intra-day high of
74.10 and a low of 74.38. It fi-
nally settled at 74.29, a rise
of 13 paise.

In the previous session,
the rupee surged 29 paise to
close at a more than one-
month high of 74.42 against
the US dollar.

Meanwhile, the dollar
index, which measures the
greenback's strength
against the basket of six
currencies, fell 0.04 per cent
to 95.92. Gold price in the

national capital on Friday
gained Rs 144 to Rs 46,874
per 10 gram in line with
strong international pre-
cious metal prices, accord-
ing to HDFC Securities.

In the previous trade, the
yellow metal settled at Rs
46,730 per 10 gram.

Silver also jumped Rs 664
to Rs 61,015 per kg from Rs
60,351 per kg in the previous
trade. In the international
market, gold was trading
with gains at USD 1,816 per
ounce and silver was flat at
USD 23.15 per ounce.

"Gold prices traded firm
with spot gold prices at
COMEX trading 0.11 per
cent up at USD 1,816 per
ounce on Friday," HDFC
Securities, Senior Analyst
(Commodities), Tapan Patel
said.

Gold prices on Friday fell
Rs 45 to Rs 47,840 per 10
grams in the futures trade
as speculators reduced

their positions amid low de-
mand.

On the Multi Commodity
Exchange, gold contracts
for February traded lower
by Rs 45, or 0.09 per cent, to
Rs 47,840 per 10 grams in a
business turnover of 8,530
lots.

Analysts attributed the
fall in gold prices to the
trimming of positions by
participants.

Silver prices on Friday
rose Rs 50 to Rs 62,210 per
kg in the futures trade as
participants widened their
bets on a firm spot demand.

On the Multi Commodity
Exchange, silver contracts
for the March delivery
gained Rs 50, or 0.08 per
cent, to Rs 62,210 per kg in
11,181 lots.

Analysts said the rise in
silver prices was mostly
due to fresh positions built
by participants on a posi-
tive domestic trend.

Rupee 13 paise higher at 74.29
against USD, gold gains Rs 144

Mumbai, Dec 31 (AFP):

Sumit Gupta has had a
big year -- turning 30, get-
ting married and seeing
his startup become one of
India's newest tech uni-
corns. Hampered by the
coronavirus pandemic
and too busy expanding
and getting funding for his
cryptocurrency platform
CoinDCX, his team finally
grabbed a few days on the
beach in Goa to celebrate
recently.

"That was very delight-
ful to everyone," Gupta
told AFP. "It's been a very,
very exciting journey. I've
learned a lot... The future
of India is very bright."
This year 44 Indian uni-
corns -- privately held
startups valued at more
than $1 billion -- were
minted as investors piled
money into a country long
overlooked despite its vast
potential.

Overseas funds put
more than $35 billion into
Indian startups in 2021 -- a
tripling from 2020, accord-
ing to data compiled by
Tracxn -- buying into
everything from fintech
and health to gaming.

Foreign investors have
long preferred China, an-
other Asian country with

more than a billion people.
But Beijing's clamp-

down on runaway growth
in China's powerful inter-
net sector, and reining in
of big businesses, have
spooked investors and
wiped billions off giants
such as Baidu, Alibaba
and Tencent.

In the startup space, in-

vestors this year sank
$54.5 billion into Chinese
firms, down from $73 bil-
lion in 2020, analysis by
GlobalData showed.

India by contrast be-
came more attractive, with
its large pool of well-edu-
cated entrepreneurs up-
ending how many busi-
nesses work using a fast-
developing digital infra-
structure.

"India really is that final
frontier where businesses
can attract a sixth of the
world's population," said
Siddharth Mehta, founder
of investment firm Bay
Capital Partners.

"I think India is about
13-14 years behind China
in terms of size and scale
of the market. India's over-
all digital marketplace is
about sub-$100 billion
today but that number can
easily be a trillion or $2
trillion over the next 10 to
15 years."

Startups remained in spotlight
during India’s year of unicorn

Shopkeeper weighs vegetables at a grocery store where QR codes
are displayed in Mumbai. 

London, Dec 31 (PTI):

Reliance New Energy
Solar Ltd (RNESL) has
signed definitive agree-
ments to acquire UK-based
sodium-ion battery technol-
ogy company Faradion for
an enterprise value of GBP
100 million, both companies
announced on Friday.

RNESL, a wholly owned
subsidiary of Mukesh
Ambani led Reliance
Industries Ltd (RIL), will
acquire 100 per cent share-
holding in Faradion
Limited, with plans to in-
vest GBP 25 million as pri-
mary investment to fund
and accelerate commercial
roll out.

RIL said the acquisition
will help secure India's en-
ergy storage requirements
for its large renewable ener-
gy and fast-growing electric
vehicle (EV) charging mar-
ket.

This will further
strengthen and build upon
our ambition to create one
of the most advanced and
integrated New Energy
ecosystem and put India at

the forefront of leading bat-
tery technologies, said
Mukesh Ambani,
Chairman of Reliance
Industries Ltd.

The sodium-ion technolo-
gy developed by Faradion
provides a globally leading
energy storage and battery
solution which is safe, sus-
tainable, provides high en-
ergy density and is signifi-
cantly cost competitive.

In addition, it has wide
use applications from mo-
bility to grid scale storage
and back-up power. Most
importantly, it utilises sodi-
um, which will secure
India's energy storage re-
quirements for its large re-
newable energy and fast-
growing EV charging mar-
ket, he said.

Reliance will incorporate

Faradion's state-of-the-art
technology at its proposed
fully integrated energy
storage giga-factory as part
of the Dhirubhai Ambani
Green Energy Giga
Complex project at
Jamnagar in Gujarat.

Ambani said the deal
means that RNESL will
work with Faradion and ac-
celerate its plans to com-
mercialise the technology
through building integrat-
ed and end-to-end giga scale
manufacturing in India.

We believe this will be
one of our many steps that
will also enable, accelerate,
and secure large scale ener-
gy storage requirements for
our Indian partners devel-
oping and transforming
India's EV mobility and
transport sector, he added.

Based out of Sheffield
and Oxford in the UK,
Faradion is among the
world's leading battery
technology companies.
Faradion has been one of
the first to champion sodi-
um-ion battery technology,
said James Quinn, CEO of
Faradion.

RNESL to acquire UK’s battery firm Faradion

Faradion sodium ion battery.

Mumbai, Dec 31: 

KITES Senior Care, the
geriatric care specialist
brand established in
Bengaluru, today an-
nounced its expansion plans
after its proven successes in
its pilot projects in provid-
ing superlative geriatric
care for elderly both at their
stepdown care facilities and
at the residence of the eld-
ers.

Of the 1.3bn population of
India, about 11 crore people
are over the age of 65 years.
This number is estimated to
grow to 24 crore by 2040,
making elderly care an es-
sential service that the
country needs to take care of
its aging population. The
geriatric care market in
India is estimated to be over
US$ 5bn. Dr Reema N,
Director & COO said “We

started KITES Senior Care
with a vision to be the trust-
ed out of hospital care con-
tinuum partner to the elder-
ly and their family. We are
seeing an increased aware-
ness amongst children opt-
ing for specialised care for
their parents/grand par-
ents. About 60% of elders
whom we care for, their chil-
dren live in India & in
Bengaluru dispelling the
myth that elders who live
alone requires such care.”

KITES Senior Care spe-
cialises in the care of elderly
and provide transitional
care, palliative care and de-
mentia care apart from su-
pervised nursing care.
Currently, the company has
three dedicated facilities
with 90 beds under their
management and a large
home care presence to com-
plement the residential care.

KITES Senior Care plans
expansion across South India

New Delhi, Dec 31 (PTI):

Ola Electric has dis-
patched its electric scoot-
ers to all who have pur-
chased and it will be open-
ing the next purchase win-
dow very soon, Ola
Chairman and Group
Executive Officer Bhavish
Aggarwal said on Friday.

The company, which
had in August this year
forayed into the green mo-
bility space with the
launch of its electric scoot-
ers, S1 and S1 Pro priced at
Rs 99,999 and Rs 1,29,999,
respectively, had post-
poned delivery timelines
for its much anticipated

products citing global
semiconductor shortage
issue. The company, after
opening bookings at Rs
499, had initially planned
to start deliveries in
October but was later
pushed to November and
then again to the second
half of December.

"Update on December
deliveries: We've dis-

patched vehicles to all who
purchased. Some in tran-
sit, most already at deliv-
ery centres near you get-
ting through RTO registra-
tion process," Aggarwal
said in a tweet. He further
said, "The registration
process took longer than
we anticipated as a fully
digital process is new for
all."

Ola Electric says dispatched
e-scooters to all buyers

Electric scooters dispatched by Ola Electric.

To open next purchase
window ‘very soon’

New Delhi, Dec 31 (PTI):

The insolvency resolu-
tion process, which seeks
to address stressed assets
in a quick and time-bound
manner, appeared to lose
its steam in 2021 with de-
lays and eyebrows were
also raised over actual re-
alisations as creditors
took steep "hair cuts" in
some cases.

The National Company
Law Tribunal, the desig-
nated authority under the
insolvency law, and the ap-
pellate tribunal NCLAT
continued to grapple with
a lack of resources in
terms of vacant positions
of judges and poor infra-
structure. As a result, the
virtual adjudication
process, the mode adopted
in the wake of the pan-
demic, also slowed down.

"Post January 2020, no
regular Chairperson was
appointed, which resulted
in indiscipline in 2020 and
2021. The strength of
members is depleted. One
bench used to be assigned
the function of attending
cases belonging to 2-3
benches. The result was
huge congestion of cases.
Even coronavirus pan-
demic contributed signifi-
cantly," Justice MM
Kumar, former President
of NCLT, told PTI.

Insolvency process likely to speed
up with improved infrastructure

New Delhi, Dec 31 (PTI):
Sebi has restructured its advi-
sory committee on market
data that recommends policy
measures pertaining to areas
like securities market data
access and privacy.
Rejigging its market data advi-
sory committee, Sebi has said
the panel will now be chaired
by S Sahoo, Professor at
National Law University, Delhi
and former chairperson,
Insolvency and Bankruptcy
Board of India (IBBI), as per
the latest information with the
regulator. The 20-member
committee was earlier headed
by Madhabi Puri Buch, ex-
whole time member of Sebi.
Apart from Sahoo, the panel
has CEOs of stock exchanges
and depositories, representa-
tives of various stakeholders
and senior officials of Sebi as
members.

Sebi rejigs market
data advisory panel



Geetika Mehandru on delay
in release of 'Jersey'

A ctress Geetika Mehandru
shares how she felt on knowing
about the delay of sports drama
'Jersey' featuring Shahid
Kapoor, Mrunal Thakur and
Pankaj Kapur. This film has
been postponed amid an
increasing number of
Covid-19 and Omicron

cases in the country.
Geetika, who will be

seen in the prominent role in
the movie, says, "The movie
came out so well that the
makers don't want to risk the
budgets. Since the curfew
and night lockdown is
happening. We already
waited 2 years. I was so ex-
cited but whatever hap-
pens, happens for good,
God's plan." "I'm eagerly
waiting for the new re-
lease date. Though it has
been such a long wait.
The posters were all
over the world. Things
were all set. Now hope
for the best," she adds.

Pop singer Justin Bieber and supermodel Hailey
Bieber think it's their "destiny" to have kids to-
gether. A source told Us Weekly: "Babies are def-

initely on the brain."
Bieber, who previously dated fellow pop star

Selena Gomez, and Baldwin are both keen to start
a family, and they are "definitely ready" for the
challenge of parenthood, reports femalefirst.co.uk.

The insider explained: "They both feel like it's
their destiny to have kids together and they are
definitely ready." The 'Sorry' hitmaker has
earlier spoken about his ambition to
become a dad one day.

Bieber admitted earlier this year
that he hoped to "squish out a
nugget" before the end of 2021.

Bieber said: "My intention for
2021 is to continue to set goals
and have fun while doing them.
Make sure I put my family first
and hopefully we squish out a
nugget." Bieber subsequently
said that he wanted to "start try-
ing" at the end of 2021.

And in response, his wife
said: "We shall see."

Baldwin has also spo-
ken of her ambition to
have kids with Bieber.

However, in an inter-
view in 2018, the model
insisted that they weren't
in a rush to start a family.

She explained at the
time: "I love kids and I
can't wait to have my
own, I would say that
now, that's a closer reali-
ty, but definitely not any-
time soon."

ACROSS
1. Large number
5. Book with legends
10. Org. asking "Where's the beef?"
14. Geographical datum
15. Kind of stew
16. World Cup objective
17. Functions perfectly
20. Motor along
21. Cur curber
22. Fairy tale veggie

23. Breaks the news
25. ___ Maria liqueur
27. Beefsteak or cherry
30. City on the Trinity
33. Action film weapon
34. Addition to the staff?
37. Mischievous pranks
39. Where one's proboscis may be
43. Sammy Kaye's "___ Tomorrow"
44. Comme ci, comme ca
45. Poe story setting
46. Pie man?

48. Hasty drawing
51. Prefix with carp or biology
52. Possessive word
54. Newt
57. Exordium, informally
59. ___ nous
63. Waste one's breath
66. Pt. of USMA
67. Start of a famous Schwarzenegger
quote
68. While preceder
69. Hardly The Fonz
70. Carrie portrayer
71. Developer's purchase

DOWN
1. Circular and crosscut
2. Gator's cousin
3. Pertaining to aircraft
4. It was divided in 1889
5. Need medical attention
6. Bird warble
7. Fancies
8. Perplexed, metaphorically
9. Peak in the Cascades
10. Exclamation of disgust
11. Opera genre?
12. Throw down the gauntlet
13. ___ mater
18. Margin mark, perhaps
19. Word before play
24. Word with division
26. Settled onto a branch
27. Makarova's garment
28. Layer with a hole
29. Little League equipment

30. Some holes in the ground
31. Put into effect, as a proposal
32. Word with barrier or boom
35. Approximately
36. Castilian kinsman
38. Name mentioned in Genesis
40. Raise sharply
41. Healing potion
42. Reality unit
47. Gregorian divisions
49. Chicken ___
50. Kovacs and Pyle
52. Lover's keepsake, perhaps
53. Raucous cries
54. Esprit
55. Come to grips with
56. Tahoe device
58. Bangkok native
60. Semicircular moldings at column
bases
61. Sign of age
62. Italian noble family
64. Lacking a mate
65. Chesapeake, e.g.
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Money matters are very important, and
your family will demand your presence
in all financial dealings. At work, things
will be more comfortable. You may also
get new projects. Ganesha predicts a
trip in the offing.

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18
Your inherent dynamism and energy will
sparkle forth today. Freelancers will be
struck with inspiration, and will conjure
masterpieces. Pleasant surprises await
you in the evening, says Ganesha.

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20
You will be indecisive today, which is
not usually the case with you.
Ganesha says this could lead you to
indulge in speculation, which is not so
bad unless you risk all your money in
it. Besides, when it comes to matters
of the heart, you must exercise a great
deal of caution.

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20
All is not likely to go well during this day
says Ganesha. Though you will sail smooth-
ly most of the day, problems are very likely
to come up. At the professional level you
are not likely to face obstacles or difficul-
ties. Your relations with your parents turn
awkward and unpleasant. 

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

Today, you are likely to focus on self-
improvement, predicts Ganesha. Self-
employed people may expect huge prof-
its in their businesses. You may end up
spending more time at work and less
time with family. You need to strike a
balance between work and family.

Gemini: May 22 – June 21
What good is life if it doesn't involve
great fun and merrymaking. Keeping
this in mind, you will set about plan-
ning your day. There may be no stop-
ping you as you go about your day hav-
ing a blast at every possible moment.
There will be no limit to your gregari-
ous behaviour, says Ganesha.

Cancer: June 22 – July 22
Call it the momentary re-ignition of the
spark of brilliance and energy, this day
finds you at the peak of your dynamism.
Ganesha predicts a fantastic day for all,
especially those in the freelancing busi-
ness, as your imagination and inspira-
tion reach new heights and motivate
others to excel. 

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23
Today is the day when you'll be like
the Iron Man: heart of gold, nerves of
steel – minus the shiny body armour,
though. Tolerance, optimism and
exceedingly artistic talents will rule
the roost. Pursue academics in the
arts, advises Ganesha. Your under-
standing of life will help you serve
society better. Yes, like Iron Man.

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

You may not have been crowned
‘Employee Of The Month', but do not let
that distract you from the fact that today,
you are the brightest star in office. Be
prepared to get some special treatment
at work, as your bosses shower praise on
you. Apart from that, a lot of tangible and
intangible benefits await you. 

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23
Ganesha warns you of a long, dreary day
today. Though not completely at a loss, you
may feel lost and desire to spend some time
alone with yourself. The empty nest syn-
drome is likely to invade and hold your men-
tal peace at ransom, says Ganesha.

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22
A balanced day is in store today. Find
yourself as much at home as at your
desk. You may engage in a time of fun
and games with your buddies. But when
it comes to family, something more
practical, like re-arranging your house,
is on the cards.

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21
If you are a sports person, you will enjoy
both good health and fame, while engi-
neers will mull investing money in new
business ventures, foresees Ganesha. But
make sure you know what you are doing,
a minor slip can cost you a fortune, and
you would have realised by now that
repenting won't undo anything. 

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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Combined star power,
stories with univer-
sal appeal dubbed

in different languages and
the rising power of OTT
releases helped pan
Indian content reach
viewers beyond their tra-
ditional audience base, be
it movies like "Minnal
Murali", "Pushpa", "Joji",
"The Great Indian
Kitchen" or shows like
"The Family Man 2" and
"Aranyak".

While the pan India col-
laboration never went
away, they weren't really
mounted on a massive
scale and were often sim-
ply just about remakes,
the streaming revolution
has leveled the playing
field for all kinds of con-
tent.

A day before the release
of his multilingual film
"Pushpa" on December 16,
Telugu star Allu Arjun
said there was a clear divi-
sion between the north
cinema and south cinema
in the 2000s, which has
now started blurring.

"In the last decade, we
slowly saw the gaps bridg-
ing. Today, we see every-
one is familiar with each
other. In the near future,
the lines will be so blurred
that you won't come to
know where the films are
coming from," Arjun told
reporters in Mumbai.

"I would like to make
everything pan India...
Language is no barrier to
the cinema. I would say
we should go for a multi-
language release and see
how far we can go as
Indian cinema," he added.

Arjun may have hit on a

winning idea as his film,
released on December 17
in theatres in Telugu,
Tamil, Malayalam,
Kannada and Hindi, has
amassed Rs 275 crores
gross in 11 days and
earned Rs 39.95 crore in
Hindi speaking market
alone.

Not just "Pushpa",
Fahadh Faasil's "Joji", a
new retelling of 'Macbeth',
was loved beyond Kerala
as one of the best films of
the year 2021. Faasil fol-
lowed the success of "Joji"
with another critically-
loved film in "Malik".
Both released on Amazon
Prime Video.

"The Great Indian
Kitchen", a story about
how women in a patriar-
chal society are tied to
back-breaking work of
cooking and cleaning
around the house, was a
hit with critics for its sto-
rytelling. The movie was
initially rejected by major

streaming platforms and
released on Neestream
but it is now available on
Amazon.

Most recently, Netflix
went all out to promote
the Malayalam superhero
movie "Minnal Murali",
which is performing well
on the platform.

South superstars
Kamal Haasan, Akkineni
Nagarjuna, Prithviraj
Sukumaran and Kichcha
Sudeep joined hands with
producer Reliance
Entertainment to present
the Tamil, Telugu,
Malayalam and Kannada
versions of "83", a sports
drama based on India's
historic victory in the
1983 World Cup.

Malayalam superstar
Mohanlal, who has acted
in Hindi movies like Ram
Gopal Varma's Company ,
Tezz with Ajay Devgn,
said the cultural exchange
is a blessing.

It's a great movement.

People know each other,
they can bring films to-
gether. The subject should
demand a pan India film.
The financial equations
should also be perfect.
Now OTT also offers that,
where we have a pan India
web series with actors
from all languages,
Mohanlal told PTI.

Director SS Rajamouli,
the man who is said to
have altered the definition
of a pan India film with
the success of
"Baahubali", said, "A pan
Indian film does not mean
that actors from different
languages come together.
That's all part of it. A pan
Indian film means a story
and emotion that connects
to everyone irrespective of
the language."

Kamal Gianchandani,
CEO PVR Pictures and
president of Multiplex
Association of India
(MAI), said pan Indian
cinema augurs well for

the cinema exhibition
business in a diverse
country like ours.

If you have one
Baahubali' every year I
don't think this business
will have to look back
ever, Gianchandani ex-
plained.

South star Dhanush,
who returned to Hindi
cinema after
"Raanjhaana" and
"Shamitabh" with Atrangi
Re , believes his superstar
father-in-law Rajinikanth
is the pioneer in this di-
rection.

Initially, it was a phe-
nomenon called
Rajinikanth, the phenom-
enon became national, in-
ternational. He has fans
in Japan, like major fans
there, he also has fans in
Canada, the US and every-
where. And after that,

Baahubali' happened.
They all set the trend. It
made us believe that it is
us who are restricting
ourselves. It is a much big-
ger circle, we need to push
ourselves, Dhanush told
PTI. After the success of
Amazon's "The Family
Man" season two,
Samantha Ruth Prabhu
told PTI the quality of
Hindi content being of-
fered to her has improved
"very much".

Parambrata Chatterjee
credited streaming plat-
forms for introducing
fans who know him only
through Sujoy Ghosh-di-
rected "Kahaani" or his
other Hindi projects to his
work in Bengali cinema.

"Because of the OTT
revolution, people are
now aware of the Bengali
work that I've done," the

actor, who was last seen in
Netflix series "Aranyak",
told PTI.

In the old days, it was
all about remakes barring
some notable cross-overs
of talent, be it Dilip
Kumar's 1967 hit "Ram
Aur Shyam" or
J e e t e n d r a ' s
"Himmatwala".

Also, it was the South
that nurtured the late
Sridevi before she went on
to rule Bollywood for over
five decades.

Kamal Haasan is anoth-
er pan India star who has
worked in Tamil, Telugu,
Hindi, Malayalam,
Kannada, and Bengali
films.

In the 1980s, veteran
actor Jeetendra was fre-
quently paired with Jaya
Prada or Sridevi for re-
makes of Telugu films by

T Rama Rao, K Bapayya,
K Raghavendra Rao and
Dasari Narayana Rao.

Stage is set for 2022 as
well with pan India collab-
orations: Nagraj
Manjule's "Bheed" with
Amitabh Bachchan; sci-fi
film tentatively titled
Project K starring
Prabhas and Deepika
Padukone; K.G.F: Chapter
2 starring Yash, Sanjay
Dutt and Raveena
Tandon; Mani Ratnam's
epic historical drama
Ponniyin Selvan: I with
Aishwarya Rai Bachchan
and Vikram, Saif Ali
Khan and Prabhas-led
Adipurush , Karan
Johar's Liger with Telugu
star Vijay Deverakonda
and Brahmastra featuring
Ranbir Kapoor, Alia
Bhatt, Bachchan and
Nagarjuna Akkineni.

YEAR-ENDER 2021

When pan India movies, stars and shows ruled

Lara Dutta loved the
opportunity of working

with Naseeruddin 

Actress Lara Dutta is
over the moon on
sharing the screen

with veteran star
Naseeruddin Shah in the
series 'Kaun Banegi
Shikharwati'. She says the
actor was on her wishlist
for the longest time ever.

"'Kaun Banegi
Shikharwati' is an extreme-
ly special show. With all the
kinds of content that's now
available on OTT plat-
forms, very rarely do you
see the content that can be
watched and enjoyed by the

entire family," Lara said.
She added: "I think in
today's times, there is con-
tent made which caters to
different audiences - some
of it is edgy, some thriller
and some dark. But I think
it is important for all of us
who've kind of grown-up
sitting in our homes and
watching television togeth-
er to be able to watch some-
thing with our kids and
parents and in a way we all
are sort of dysfunctional
families one way or the
other." 'Kaun Banegi
Shikharwati' is a dramedy
based on the life of a royal
king played by
Naseeruddin and his dys-
functional family. Talking
about working with the vet-
eran star, Lara said: "I love
the characters and I love
the opportunity of being
able to work with
Naseeruddin Shah.
Somebody who was on my
wishlist for the longest
time ever."

Justin Bieber, 
Hailey Bieber 
'feel ready for 
parenthood'
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Melbourne, Dec 31 (PTI): 

India's white-ball skip-
per Rohit Sharma and pre-
mier off-spinner R Aswhin
were among four players
from the country to have
featured in the Cricket
Australia (CA) XI of the
year.

Besides Rohit and
Ashwin, the other two
Indians in the team were
swashbuckling keeper-bat-
ter Rishabh Pant and left-
arm spinner Axar Patel.

Rohit has been picked as
an opener alongside Sri
Lankan Dimuth
Karunaratne, followed by
Australian batter Marnus
Labuschagne at number
three.

He is followed by
England Test captain Joe
Root, Pakistan's Fawad
Alam and Pant in the bat-
ting order.

Having dominated
white-ball cricket and his
home conditions for years,
Rohit conquered his final
frontier this year by show-
ing he can score big Test
runs outside of Asia.

And a strong 2021 that

saw him finish behind
only Root for most runs
could have been even bet-
ter if the classy right-han-
der had translated multi-
ple strong starts into big
hundreds.

Rohit reached 20 or
more in 14 of his 19 com-
pleted innings but posted
two centuries 161 in a total
of 329 to set up a win in
Chennai and a patient 127
at The Oval, his maiden

Test hundred away from
home. Pant was named as
the wicketkeeper. His
numbers would look con-
siderably better if he'd
been able to turn scores of
97 (in Sydney), 89 not out
(in Brisbane) and 91 (in
Chennai) into hundreds.

The way he dismantled
Australia and England at
the start of the year
earned him comparisons
with the great Adam

Gilchrist, CA wrote. The
spin department features
the Indian duo of Ashwin
and Axar.

While Ashwin was also
the highest wicket-taker in
Tests this year, Axar has
cemented his spot in the
team at home with a spec-
tacular show against
England. While Ashwin
claimed 54 wickets in 9
matches this year, Axar
ended up with 27 in 5.

Labuschagne was the
lone player from the
Australian national side
who was included in the
list. Cricket Australia Test
XI of 2021: Rohit Sharma,
Dimuth Karunaratne (cap-
tain), Marnus
Labuschagne, Joe Root,
Fawad Alam, Rishabh
Pant (wk), Ravi Ashwin,
Kyle Jamieson, Axar
Patel, Hasan Ali, Shaheen
Shah Afridi.

Rohit, Ashwin in among four Indians
included in Cricket Australia XI of 2021 Centurion, Dec 31 (PTI): 

The opening Test win
over South Africa here is a
testimony to the "all-round
side" that India has be-
come in the longest for-
mat, said skipper Virat
Kohli, describing
Centurion as the "the most
difficult" among all venues
in South Africa.

India wrapped up a
memorable 2021 in style by
bringing down South
Africa's citadel, the
Supersport Park, as they
handed the Proteas a 113-
run loss in the opening
Test. It was a perfect end to
the year in which the
Indians outplayed
Australia in their own
backyard despite being
plagued by injuries.

"Test series in South
Africa in any place is not
easy and Centurion is ob-
viously the most difficult
of them all," Kohli told
bcci.tv. While India's bat-
ters did well to ensure sub-
stantial leads in both in-
nings, the pace unit ran
through the South African
batting line up, picking 18
wickets. "We ended up get-
ting a result in four days is
a testimony to the fact that

we have become the side
we have become today and
strength of the squad was
on full display," Kohli said.

"We were just looking
for opportunities to win
the game and that's how
we play cricket now and
given an opportunity at
any stage we will pounce
on it," he added.

Having never won a se-
ries in South Africa, Kohli
feels the win is a "golden

opportunity" for the
Indian team to put pres-
sure on the home side in
the second Test and eke
out a favourable result.

"It's a beautiful position
to be in, to be 1-0 up away
from home, put the opposi-
tion under pressure again
in the second Test is a
golden opportunity for us
and something that every
player is looking forward
to.

Victory at Centurion testimony 
to India’s all-round prowess: Kohli

London, Dec 31 (PTI): 

Former India and South
Africa coach Gary Kirsten
has expressed interest in
coaching England's Test
side, saying it would be a
"lovely project " to revive
the fortunes of Joe Root
and his men.

Current head coach
Chris Silverwood's job
hangs in balance as
England's Ashes hopes
went up in smoke in 12
days after Australia re-
tained the Urn with an in-
nings and 14-run win in
just two days and a session
in the Boxing Day Test ear-
lier this week.

Kirsten had guided
India to No.1 in the Test
rankings for the first time

in December 2009, just
over a year after taking
over. He later achieved the
same feat with South
Africa.

"Listen, it (the England
job) is always a considera-
tion because it's a tremen-
dous honour,' Kirsten told

the 'I News'.
This is not the first time

the South African has ex-
pressed interest in the job,
Kirsten was the frontrun-
ner to become England's
coach twice before.

"I've walked this jour-
ney twice now (when
England recruited new
coaches in 2015 and 2019)
and I've always made it
clear that I would never
commit to doing all for-
mats.

"And when internation-
al cricket boards get their
head around the fact that
they need to split coaching
roles, then it becomes a
consideration," he added.

The World Cup-winning
coach hailed England's 50-
over set up as the best in

the world but said the red-
ball side, which has lost a
record nine games in a cal-
endar year in 2021, has
lagged behind.

"Working with a Test
side, or working with an
ODI side is great. Listen,
the England ODI side is
set-up, you're the best ODI
side in the world at the mo-
ment. "It's a project that
has been well-thought out.
You've got consistency in
the players that have been
picked.

"Your Test side has bat-
tled for a while but it
would be a really lovely
project to get that going."

The 54-year-old feels one
format bears the brunt as
teams juggle with multiple
formats.

Johannesburg, Dec 31 (PTI): 

South Africa's star wick-
etkeeper-batter Quinton de
Kock on Thursday an-
nounced his retirement
from Test cricket with im-
mediate effect, said the
country's apex body, CSA,
hours after the team's de-
feat in the first Test against
India.

A former Test captain, De
Kock is only 29 and it is be-
lieved that he will continue
playing in the white-ball
formats for the Proteas,
with a lot of focus on fran-
chise-based T20 leagues.

"De Kock has cited his in-
tentions to spend more time

with his growing family for
the timing and reason for
his relatively early retire-
ment from the format. He
and his wife, Sasha, are an-

ticipating the imminent
birth of their first-born
child in the coming days,"
Cricket South Africa (CSA)
said in a statement. On his

part, the player said that it
wasn't an easy decision.
"This is not a decision that I
have come to very easily. I
have taken a lot of time to
think about what my future
looks like and what needs to
take priority in my life now
that Sasha and I are about
to welcome our first child
into this world and look to
grow our family beyond
that," De Kock said.

"My family is everything
to me and I want to have the
time and space to be able to
be with them during this
new and exciting chapter of
our lives." De Kock made
his Proteas Test debut
against Australia in

Gqeberha in 2014. In 54
matches, he scored 3300
runs with a highest score of
141 not out, at an average of
38.82 and strike rate of
70.93. He has six centuries
and 22 half-centuries under
his belt along with 232 dis-
missals, which includes 221
catches and 11 stumpings.

De Kock has also taken
the third-most number of
catches in the inaugural
ICC World Test
Championship -- 48 in 11
matches (47 catches and 1
stumping) and has a per-
sonal best of six dis-
missals in an innings,
against England in
Centurion in 2019.

Kirsten interested in coaching England Test side

At 29, Quinton de Kock announces retirement from Test cricket

Manchester, Dec 31 (AP) 

Cristiano Ronaldo scored
a fourth goal in his last five
Premier League games to
help Manchester United
beat Burnley 3-1 for its
biggest win under recently
hired manager Ralf
Rangnick.

Ronaldo grabbed the
third of United's first-half
goals, tapping into an
empty net in the 35th
minute after Scott
McTominay's long-range
shot was tipped onto the
post by Burnley goalkeeper
Wayne Hennessey.

With 14 goals in all com-
petitions this season, the
Portugal forward has made
a strong start to his second
spell at United and he was
paired up front against

Burnley with Edinson
Cavani a strike partnership
with a combined age of 70.

United had far too much
going forward for the visi-
tors, who were playing their
first game since Dec. 12
after seeing fixtures against
Watford, Aston Villa and
Everton get postponed
since then because of
COVID-19 outbreaks in op-
ponents' squads.

McTominay, with a curl-
ing shot from the edge of
the area, and an own-goal
by Ben Mee off his out-
stretched foot as he attempt-
ed to block Jadon Sancho's
shot had set United on
course for victory as
Rangnick's team bounced
back from a disappointing
display in a 1-1 draw at
Newcastle on Monday. In

perhaps a signal of his dis-
pleasure about the
Newcastle game, Rangnick
made six changes including
three in defense. One of
them was Eric Bailly, who
went off injured midway
through the second half in
a potential blow to Ivory
Coast ahead of the African
Cup of Nations.

Aaron Lennon capped an
entertaining first half by
finding the net with a shot
into the far corner to re-
duce the deficit in the 38th
with his first goal since
September 2018.

By then, United had done
enough to secure a third
win in four league games
under Rangnick and climb
above Tottenham into sixth
place.

McTominay said he felt

United's first-half perform-
ance was the best the team
had played since Rangnick
arrived. We are learning
and adapting, the Scotland
midfielder said.

"The game against
Newcastle was difficult and
we had to bounce back from
that.

The manager said we set
the record for the most
amount of turnovers in the
league. We had to keep the
ball better.

United is 19 points be-
hind leader Manchester
City, having played two
games fewer.

Burnley stayed in the rel-
egation zone in third-from-
last place but has played
fewer games 16 than all the
teams around Burnley
fighting against the drop.

Ronaldo scores in Man United’s 3-1 win over Burnley

Porto, Dec 31 (AP): 
Porto finished 2021 on top of the
Portuguese league on goal dif-
ference after beating Benfica 3-
1 in its fierce rival's first game
since the departure of coach
Jorge Jesus. Two goals from
Fabio Vieira and Pepe in the
space of three minutes in the
first half gave Porto a 2-0 lead
after 37 minutes. Roman
Yaremchuk pulled a goal back
for Benfica in the 47th, but
Andre Almeida was sent off for
the visitors two minutes later
after receiving a second yellow
card and Mehdi Taremi restored
Porto's two-goal advantage with
a finish through the goalkeeper's
legs in the 69th.

New Delhi, Dec 31 (PTI): 

The BCCI has decided to
postpone the National U-16
boys tournament for the
Vijay Merchant Trophy for
the second year in a row
owing to the COVID-19
pandemic.

BCCI secretary Jay Shah
has written to all the state
bodies that since U-16 play-
ers are not vaccinated, the
Board has decided not to
take risk as there is a high
possibility of a surge in
the number of positive
cases in the coming days.

"After consulting ex-
perts and seeking views of
the medical team and oper-
ations team, it has been de-
cided that keeping health
and safety in mind, the U-
16 Vijay Merchant Trophy
is postponed for the sea-
son," Shah wrote in the let-
ter. "The primary reason
being participants are still
not vaccinated and as such
are vulnerable. We should
exercise caution and not
be adventurous and put
lives of our talented crick-
eters at grave risk," Shah
further wrote.

With COVID-19 cases shooting
up, BCCI postpones U-16 
tournament for season

Porto ends 2021 on
top in Portugal after
beating Benfica 3-1

Dubai, Dec 31 (PTI): 

India reaffirmed their
supremacy in the U-19 Asia
Cup with a record eighth
title as they hammered Sri
Lanka by nine wickets in a
rain-hit summit showdown
here on Friday.

The Indian bowlers were
all over Sri Lanka, who
were gasping at 74 for
seven in 33 overs, when
heavy rain lashed the
Dubai International
Cricket Stadium and
stopped play for more than
two hours.

It became a 38-over-a-side
contest when play resumed
with Sri Lanka limping to
106 for nine.

India were set a revised
102-run target in 38 overs
via DLS method which
they reached rather com-
fortably in 21.3 overs with
opener Angkrish
Raghuvanshi scoring an
unbeaten 56 off 67 balls.

India's only loss in the
competition came against
arch-rivals Pakistan who
lost to Sri Lanka in the
semifinals.

The tournament provid-
ed valuable game time for
the Yash Dhull-led side
ahead of the U-19 World

Cup, beginning in the West
Indies from January 14.

After tournament's lead-
ing scorer Harnoor Singh
departed cheaply in the
chase, Raghuvanshi played
sensibly alongside Shaik
Rasheed (31 not out off 49)
to get the job done.

The opener, who could
not make an impact in the
earlier games, grew in con-
fidence after playing a
backfoot punch early on in
the innings. His backfoot
play was impressive
against the pacers and his
feet movement against the
spinners was assured.
Raghuvanshi's innings
comprised six boundaries.

Earlier, Sri Lanka opted
to bat though early morn-
ing showers made condi-
tions ideal for seam bowl-
ing first up.

The Indian pace duo of
Rajvardhan Hangargekar
and Ravi Kumar made the
ball talk though the former
was a tad unlucky to not
get a wicket.

Left-arm pacer Ravi got
the first wicket of the
match by removing
C h a m i n d u
Wickramasinghe in the
fourth over. The left-hander
opener went for a big hoick

over mid wicket but ended
up mistiming it straight
into the hands of Raj Bawa
at third man.

Wickramasinghe's open-
ing partner Shevon Daniel
tried to pull Bawa but the
ball got big on him, taking
a faint edge to wicketkeep-
er Aaradhya Yadav to leave
Sri Lanka at 15 for two in
the 11th over.

India looked a far superi-
or team. Hangargekar was
the most impressive pacer
in the first 10 overs, gener-
ating good pace that hur-
ried the batters besides ex-
tracting movement off the
pitch.

The Sri Lanka batters
looked completely at sea
against the Indian bowlers,
be it fast bowlers or the
spin pairing of Kaushal
Tambe (2/23) and Vicky
Ostwal (3/11). Both off-
spinner Tambe and left-
arm spinner Ostwal got the
odd ball to turn sharply.

India’s team roll Sri Lanka by nine wickets
to win eighth U-19 Asia Cup title

Mandhana among four nominees for
ICC Women’s Cricketer of Year Award
Dubai, Dec 31 (PTI): 

Star India batter Smriti
Mandhana was on Friday
nominated for the ICC
Women's Cricketer of the
Year award for her spectac-
ular performances across
all formats.

Mandhana was also nom-
inated for Women's T20
Player of the Year on
Thursday.

Mandhana was shortlist-
ed for the top award along
with Tammy Beaumont of
England, Lizelle Lee of
South Africa and Gaby
Lewis of Ireland. The award
is given to the best overall
performer in women's inter-
national cricket (Tests,
ODIs and T20Is) during
2021. The winner will be an-
nounced on January 23.

The 25-year-old right-
handed opening batter
scored 855 runs in 22 inter-
national matches across for-
mats during the year at an
average of 38.86 with one
century and five half-cen-

turies. In the limited-overs
series against South Africa
where India won just two of
the eight matches at home,
Mandhana played a major
role in both of the wins. She
scored 80 not out as India
chased down 158 in the sec-
ond ODI that helped them
level the series and scored
48 not out in the final T20I
win. Mandhana played a

sublime innings of 78 in the
first innings of the one-off
Test against England that
ended in a draw.

She played an important
knock of 49 in India's only
win in the ODI series. Her
15-ball 29 and fifty in the
T20I series went in vain,
though, as India fell short
in both the matches and
lost the series 1-2.



Merchant vessel captain returns to 
India after spending 16 months in 

Mauritius jail over oil spill
Bhopal, Dec 31 (PTI): 

Merchant vessel captain
Sunil Kumar Nandeshwar,
who was arrested and jailed
for 16 months in Mauritius
after his ship ran aground
in July 2020 and triggered
oil spill off its coast, has re-
turned to India following
his release from the island
country. Nandeshwar, who
resides with his family
members in Madhya
Pradesh capital Bhopal, re-
united with them on
Thursday. "I am extremely
thankful to the Maritime
Union of India (MUI) for its
support and help in secur-
ing my release from
Mauritius jail. I am back
home because of the relent-

less efforts of the MUI gen-
eral secretary Amar Singh
Thakur, who consistently
pursued my release from
the jail through a series of
negotiations and represen-
tations with the local mar-
itime union of Mauritius,
High Commission of India
in Port Louis, Shipping
Ministry of India and
External Affairs Ministry
of India," said Nandeshwar
in a release issued by the
MUI, India's oldest union of
merchant navy officers.
Expressing happiness over
his return, his wife
Namrata said, "Yes, finally
my husband is back and
our ordeal is over. He is fine
and has safely reached
home."

Education ministry to launch 
100-day Reading Campaign on Jan 1
New Delhi, Dec 31 (PTI): 

Union Education
Minister Dharmendra
Pradhan will be launching
a 100 days Reading
Campaign Padhe Bharat'
on Saturday to improve
learning levels of stu-
dents, according to offi-
cials. The campaign marks
an important step to im-
prove learning levels of
students as it develops cre-
ativity, critical thinking,
vocabulary and the ability
to express both verbally
and in writing. It helps
children to relate to their
surroundings and real life
situation, they said.

"Children studying in
Balvatika to class 8 will
be part of this campaign.
The reading campaign
will be organised for 100
days (14 weeks) starting

from January 1 to April
10, 2022. The reading cam-
paign aims to have partic-
ipation of all stakehold-
ers at national and state
level including children,
teachers, parents, com-
munity, educational ad-
ministrators etc," a senior
education ministry offi-
cial said.

"The 100 days campaign
will be continued for 14
weeks and one activity
per week per group has
been designed with the
focus on making reading
enjoyable and build life-
long association with the
joy of reading. A compre-
hensive guideline on the
Reading Campaign with
age appropriate weekly
calendar of activities has
been prepared and shared
with states and union ter-
ritories," he added.

New Delhi, Dec 31 (PTI): 

The National
Investigation Agency
(NIA) has registered a case
against Jaswinder Singh
Multani, an alleged opera-
tive of the Sikhs for
Justice (SFJ) who has
been detained in Germany,
for hatching a criminal
conspiracy to wage war
against India and attempt-
ing to revive terrorism in
Punjab, officials said on
Friday.

According to the offi-
cials, a case against
Multani, who was de-
tained in Germany last
week, was booked under
various sections of the
Indian Penal Code (IPC),
including those related to
waging war against the

country, and the relevant
provisions of the stringent
Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act (UAPA).

The officials said the
case relates to a criminal
conspiracy hatched by
Multani with several other
pro-Khalistani elements
located abroad for radical-
ising, motivating and re-
cruiting youngsters in
Punjab, on the ground and
online through social
media platforms, to propa-
gate their ideology with an
aim to secede Punjab from
the Union of India.

They have been involved
in raising funds to procure
arms, ammunition and ex-
plosives by using smug-
gling networks in Punjab
to revive terrorism in the
state, the officials said,

adding that Multani has
also been in contact with
ISI operatives for carrying
out terror attacks in
Mumbai and other parts of

the country.
The registration of the

case would help the gov-
ernment take requisite ac-
tion in accordance with

law for expeditious investi-
gation so that Multani
could either be deported
or extradited to India, they
said.

New Delhi, Dec 31 (PTI): 

The Congress Friday
questioned Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's
"silence" on reports of
China renaming 15 places
in Arunachal Pradesh in
their own language and
calling the north-eastern
state as South Tibet.

"A few days back, we
were remembering India's
glorious victory in the
1971 war. Wise and strong
decisions are necessary
for ensuring the security
and victory of the nation.
You cannot win with
empty rhetoric," former
Congress President Rahul
Gandhi said on Twitter, re-
ferring to a news report on
the Chinese move.

Chief Congress
spokesman Randeep
Singh Surjewala described
the Modi government as
"weak" and accused Prime
Minister Modi of remain-
ing "silent" on Chinese

"threats" to India's territo-
rial integrity.

"As the year ends, China
threatens our territorial
integrity and sovereignty.
China has already trans-
gressed & occupied
Depsang Plains & Gogra
Hot Springs in Eastern
Ladakh. China has set up a
village in Arunanchal. Mr.
56" refuses to say a word.
Weak Govt, Mum PM,"
Surjewala said on Twitter,
the 56-inch-chest jibe
being a reference to Modi's
assertion during the 2014
parliamentary election
campaign that he would
adopt a strong policy on
national security.

Addressing a press con-
ference here, Congress
spokesman Gourav
Vallabh wondered when
the Prime Minister would
"look China in the eye"
and take strong steps to
counter its moves.

"Will our response be
limited to banning

Chinese apps, while India-
China trade crosses the
100-billion-dollar mark,"
Vallabh asked.

He said the government
should respond to Chinese
moves strongly and as-
sured the support of
Congress in every such
step.

According to the
Chinese state-run Global
Times, the country's
Ministry of Civil Affairs
announced on Wednesday
that it had standardised in
Chinese characters,
Tibetan and Roman alpha-
bet the names of 15 places
in Zangnan, the Chinese
name for Arunachal
Pradesh.

India had strongly re-
jected China's action and
asserted that Arunachal
Pradesh has "always been"
and "will always be" an in-
tegral part of India and
that assigning "invented"
names does not alter this
fact.
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People hold cut outs of 2022 as they pose for photographs on New Years eve in Ahmedabad, Friday.

NEW YEARS EVE

Buddhist monks from Thailand take part in a special prayer under the sacred Bodhi Tree at Mahabodhi Temple, 
n Bodh Gaya, Friday.

SPECIAL PRAYER

Plea seeks court-monitored investigation,
prosecution in connection with hate speeches
New Delhi, Dec 31 (PTI): 

A plea has been filed in
the Supreme Court seeking
a court-monitored investi-
gation and prosecution in
hate crimes related to the
"continuous attack" on the
personality of Prophet
Mohammad and disparag-
ing remarks by various peo-
ple in different parts of the
country attacking the very
belief system of Muslims at
large.

The plea has been filed by
the Jamiat Ulama-i-Hind
through its president
Maulana Syed Mahmood
Asad Madani and it seeks a
direction to the Centre for a
report on the action taken
by different state mecha-
nisms in relation to hate
speeches, more particularly
targeting the personality of
Prophet Mohammad.

The petition, which has
been filed by advocate MR

Shamshad, also sought di-
rections and orders for con-
stituting an independent
committee to compile all
the complaints related to
hate crimes in the country.

"It is submitted that in-
sulting Prophet
Mohammad is akin to at-
tacking the very foundation
of Islam and in that sense,
is of an extremely grave na-
ture as it results in not only
the targeting of Muslim
people, but also assailing
the basis of their faith," the
plea said. It said such
speeches go beyond the lim-
its of a permitted critical
denial of another's beliefs
and are certainly likely to
incite religious intolerance,
and the state as well as the
central authorities ought to
consider the same to be in-
compatible with respect to
the freedom of thought,
conscience and religion,
and must take proportion-

ate restrictive measures.
"It is also pointed out in

the petition that such
speeches destroy the secu-
lar fabric of our nation,
which also forms the part of
the basic structure of our
Constitution. Resultantly,
the respondents, being
bound by the Constitution,
ought to have an adversari-
al relationship with the pro-
ponents of such speeches
and must take adequate re-
medial steps to prevent the
same," the plea said.

The Jamiat Ulama-i-Hind
said it has approached the
court after waiting for a
considerable amount of
time and giving the state
authorities time to take ap-
propriate steps for remedial
action as well as preventive
measures.

"However, it appears that
the state authorities have
completely failed in this re-
gard. The petitioners have

also taken steps by lodging
appropriate complaints be-
fore the police authorities.
Against many other com-
munally sensitive speeches,
the police has not at all reg-
istered an FIR and if the ag-
grieved persons have ap-
proached the court of the
magistrate seeking appro-
priate directions for regis-
tration of FIRs, the magis-
trate has dismissed the
complaints...," the plea said.

It added that considering
the facts, it is necessary
that the court invokes the
extraordinary jurisdiction
by issuing appropriate di-
rections, fixing the account-
ability of responsible per-
sons placed within the sys-
tem and also laying certain
guidelines as to how the
issue of hate speeches and
those accused of giving
such speeches are to be
dealt with in a time-bound
manner.

Congress questions PM’s ‘silence’ on
China renaming places in Arunachal

Ex chief wildlife warden
served showcause notice

for not stopping illegal
constructions in Corbett

Dehradun, Dec 31 (PTI):
Former Chief Wildlife
Warden of Uttarakhand,
JS Suhag, has been served
with a show cause notice
for not using his authority
to stop illegal construc-
tions and felling of trees in
the buffer zone of the
Corbett Tiger Reserve.
Issued by Additional Chief
Secretary Anand Bardhan
on December 27, the show
cause notice asks Suhag to
respond to it within a
week failing which further
action will be taken
against him. Drawing the
former chief wildlife war-
den's attention to the find-
ings of a National Tiger
Conservation Authority
team after a field visit to
Morghatti, Pakhro and
Kandi road of Kalagarh
forest division, Bardhan
said illegal constructions
of concrete structures and
felling of trees has taken
place in these areas with-
out due sanctions.

NIA registers case against Sikhs for Justice
operative for attempts to revive terrorism

SSrriinnaaggaarr,,  DDeecc  3311  ((PPTTII)):: The
National Investigation Agency
(NIA) has arrested one
Arsalan Feroz, an operative of
The Resistance Front (TRF)
terror group, for allegedly
being involved in radicalising
and recruiting youngsters to
join terror ranks, officials said
on Friday.

A spokesperson of the
agency said searches were
conducted in Kashmir on
Thursday during which Feroz,

a resident of downtown
Srinagar, was arrested.

The case relates to a con-
spiracy hatched for radicalis-
ing, motivating and recruiting
youngsters of Jammu and
Kashmir to effect violent ac-
tivities in the Union Territory
and in other parts of the coun-
try by Sajjad Gul, Salim
Rehmani alias Abu Saad and
Saifullah Sajid Jutt, who are
commanders of the TRF, a
shadow organisation of the

banned Lashker-e-Toiba terror
outfit.

According to the officials,
Feroz, in a criminal conspiracy
with these people, was re-
cruiting individuals to carry
out reconnaissance of pre-de-
termined targets, coordinat-
ing and transporting weapons
to support Lashkar and its
frontal affiliate, TRF.

The agency has so far ar-
rested four accused in the
case.

One held for radicalising youngsters 
to join terror ranks : NIA

SII applies to Indian
authorities for full

market authorisation
of Covishield

New Delhi, Dec 31
(PTI): Serum Institute
of India (SII) CEO Adar
Poonawala on Friday
said the vaccines major
has applied to Indian
authorities for full mar-
ket authorisation of
Covishield, stating sup-
plies of the COVID-19
vaccine have exceeded
125 crore doses. SII had
partnered with the de-
veloper of Covishield,
AstraZeneca, for the
supply of the vaccine to
the Indian government,
which had in January
this year granted emer-
gency use authorisation
in the country.
"Supplies of the COV-
ISHIELD vaccine in
India, have exceeded
1.25 billion doses.

Under police’s initiative, 300 tribal youths in 
Naxal-hit Gadchiroli get jobs in different fields

Nagpur, Dec 31 (PTI): 

A total of 300 tribal
youths in the Naxal-af-
fected Gadchiroli dis-
trict of Maharashta
were given appointment
letters for employment
in different sectors, in-
cluding hospitality and
automobile, at the job
fair held by the police de-
partment, an official
said on Friday.

The job fair was or-
ganised on Thursday as
part of the district po-
lice's initiative to train
the youths and create
employment opportuni-
ties for them, he said.

Talking to PTI,
Gadchiroli superinten-
dent of police Ankit
Goyal said, "As many as
300 candidates from the
tribal region of the dis-
trict got appointment let-
ters in the job fair. These
candidates would be em-
ployed in different sec-
tors, like hospitality, au-
tomobile, plumbing and
welding."

A total of 101 male/fe-
male candidates, who
had received training in
two/four wheeler repair,
in making pickles, papad
and fast-food items were
given kits to start their
own businesses. Besides,

95 other male/female
candidates, who were
given training in veg-
etable cultivation, re-
ceived certificates in the
programme on
Thursday, he said.

From the beginning of
2021, the Gadchiroli po-
lice had initiated vari-
ous welfare programmes
for the tribal youths
from remote villages in
the region in order to
help generate jobs and
create self-employment
opportunities for them,
Goyal added.

The police department
with its partners impart-
ed training and created

job or self-employment
opportunities for 70 can-
didates in the field of
beauty parlour, 60 in
fisheries, 293 in poultry,
35 in tailoring, 35 in pho-
tography, 114 in veg-
etable cultivation, 235 in
two/four wheeler repair,
254 in hospitality, 196 in
automobile training,
1,143 nursing attendants
and other sectors,
he said.

The training initiative
was jointly carried out by
the police, Pratham
Education Foundation,
BOI Star and Krishi
T a n t r a g y a n
Vyavasthapan (Atma).



AICC in-charge 
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Congress
President Sonia Gandhi
on Friday appointed Lok
Sabha member A
Chellakumar as AICC in-
charge of West Bengal
and Andaman & Nicobar
Islands. The post fell
vacant after former Union
Minister Jitin Prasada
quit the party to join the
BJP in June after the
Congress failed to open
its account in the West
Bengal assembly elec-
tions. Chellakumar will
continue to hold his exist-
ing post as AICC in-
charge of Odisha, AICC
General Secretary K C
Venugopal said.

Museum closed
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: The tour of
the Rashtrapati Bhavan
and the Rashtrapati
Bhavan Museum will
remain closed from
Saturday, as a precau-
tionary measure against
the spread of COVID-19.
The Change of Guard cer-
emony will also not take
place till further notice, a
statement issued on
Friday by the Rashtrapati
Bhavan said. 

Commando injured
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: A commando
of CRPF's jungle warfare
unit CoBRA was injured in
a Naxal triggered explo-
sion in Chhattisgarh's
Sukma district on Friday,
officials said. The impro-
vised explosive device
(IED) blast was followed
by an exchange of fire
between the troops on
patrol and the Maoists
around 1 pm along the
Palodi-Kistaram axis of
the district. A personnel
of the 208th battalion of
the Commando Battalion
for Resolute Action
(CoBRA) has been injured
during the anti-Naxal
operation and he is being
evacuated, they said.

Inspector suicide
RRaaiippuurr:: An inspector with
the elite Commando
Battalion for Resolute
Action allegedly commit-
ted suicide in Sukma dis-
trict in Chhattisgarh,
police said on Friday.
Inspector Valang, hailing
from Nagaland, hanged
himself in the toilet of
Burkapal Camp of the
CoBRA's 206A Company
under Chintagufa police
station limits at around
8:50pm on Thursday, said
Sukma Superintendent of
Police (SP) Sunil Sharma.
"He was rushed to
Chitalnar field hospital
where CRPF doctors
declared him dead. A
probe is underway.
Valang was posted in the
206A Company, which is
part of the CRPF's 37th
Battalion, on December
7," he informed.

BRIEF

A kitemaker flies a kite on the
eve of the New Year celebra-

tions on the outskirts of
Amritsar, Friday.
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New Delhi, Dec 31 (PTI) 

Heeding to demands
made by several states, the
GST Council on Friday put
on hold a decision to hike
the tax rate on textiles to 12
per cent and referred to a
panel of state ministers to
recommend rate by
February, Union Finance
Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman said.

The panel, the highest de-

cision-making body for in-
direct taxes, met under
emergency provisions after
states made a request for
deferring the tax rate hike
on textiles, from the cur-
rent 5 per cent, to be effec-
tive from January 1, 2022.

Currently, the tax rate on

manmade fibre (MMF) is 18
per cent, MMF yarn 12 per
cent, while fabrics are
taxed at 5 per cent. In the
Council meet in September,
it was also decided that a 12
per cent uniform GST rate
would apply on textile prod-
ucts, except cotton, includ-
ing readymade garments.

Briefing reporters after
the Council meeting called
under 'emergency provi-
sions", Sitharaman said the
Council had in September
decided to correct the duty
inversion in textiles with
effect from January 2022.

"From December on-
wards... representations
started coming and on
December 29, letter also
came from the Gujarat FM
and therefore the emer-
gency meeting (was called).
The decision of the emer-
gency Council meeting
today is that we retain the
status quo and not go to 12
per cent, from 5 per cent,
meaning don't do the cor-
rection now in case of tex-
tiles," she said. Sitharaman
said states also raised the
issue of long-term ways by
which the Council could

look at correcting duty in-
version and also have a
plan for revenue genera-
tion. "The decision of the
Council was that the rate
rationalisation committee
would also look at textiles
in their review, and submit
the report by February
which I agree to have it cir-
culated to all ministers and
post that to hold either at
end February or sometime
in March a Council meet-
ing in which the commit-
tee's recommendation or re-
port will be discussed," she
said.

New Delhi, Dec 31 (PTI): 

Omicron has started re-
placing Delta variant in
the country in terms of the
number of COVID-19 cases
and 80 per cent of the trav-
ellers who tested positive
have this new variant, offi-
cial sources said on Friday.

However, a third of all
the detected cases were
mildly symptomatic, and
the rest were asympto-
matic, they said.

A total of 1,270 Omicron
cases have been detected
across 23 states and UTs so
far, according to the Union
health ministry data up-
dated on Friday.

Noting a considerable
decline in Covid testing,
the Centre had on
Thursday urged 19
states/UTs to ramp up test-

ing "in a big way" to identi-
fy the positive cases
promptly and restrict the
spread of transmission in
view of the increased
transmissibility of
Omicron variant, and the
larger preponderance of
asymptomatic cases.

Since, the first two cases

of Omicron variant were
announced in the country
on December 2, the health
ministry has been working
in a mission mode and con-
stantly guiding states on
the measures to be under-
taken to contain the spread
of the infection.

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi is also reg-
ularly holding meetings to
review the status of
COVID-19, Omicron and
preparedness of health
systems across the coun-
try, while Union Health
Minister Manuskh
Mandaviya reviews the on-
going situation with ex-
pert teams and senior offi-
cials daily. He also takes
updates on the buffer
stocks of drugs and venti-
lators and oxygen avail-
ability.

New Delhi, Dec 31 (PTI): 

The Income Tax depart-
ment on Friday raided mul-
tiple premises linked to cer-
tain perfume traders in
Uttar Pradesh, including an
SP MLC from Kannauj, as
part of a tax evasion inves-
tigation, official sources
said. They said the searches
are being conducted in
Kannauj, Kanpur, the na-
tional capital region, Surat,
Mumbai and few other
places, and about 30-40
premises are being covered.
A residential building in
south Delhi's New Friends
Colony and about a dozen
premises in Mumbai are
being covered in the raids
that started early morning
with police escort. The
Samajwadi Party (SP) said
through a post on its official
Twitter handle that the
premises of its MLC
Pushpraj alias Pampi Jain
in Kannauj, Uttar Pradesh,
have been raided.

New Delhi, Dec 31 (PTI): 

The government on
Friday ruled out extending
the deadline for filing of
ITRs, saying there were no
problems faced by taxpay-
ers in filing returns as the
total number of returns
filed so far is 14 per cent
higher than last year's.

As the ITR filing deadline
draws to a close, over 5.62
crore returns have been
filed till 3 pm, 14 per cent
higher than total 4.93 crore
filed till December 31 last
year. Revenue Secretary
Tarun Bajaj said ITR filing
is going on "very smoothly"
and till 3 pm, 5.62 crore re-
turns have already been
filed in total.

"Today people have filed
more than 20 lakh return
which is the highest and in
the last one hour, 3.44 lakh
returns have been filed. So
if returns are being filed in
such numbers, I see no rea-
son for anybody to claim
(deadline extension)", Bajaj
told reporters. He said as on

December 30 last year, 4.83
crore tax returns were filed,
compared to 5.43 crore filed
till December 30, 2021.

The government has al-
ready extended the dead-
line for filing income tax re-
turns for 2020-21 fiscal year
(ended March 2021) by five

months till December 31.
"I expect another at least

20-25 lakh returns to come
by 12 in the night... The fig-
ures that we were anticipat-
ing would have come...
There is absolutely no pro-
posal to extend the dates,"
Bajaj said.

New Delhi, Dec 31 (PTI): 
The CBI has arrested five peo-
ple, including a regional officer
of NHAI and several top execu-
tives of Bhopal-based construc-
tion company Dilip Buildcon, in
connection with an alleged
bribery case of Rs 20 lakh, offi-
cials said on Friday. Those
arrested include NHAI regional
manager posted at Bengaluru,
Akil Ahmad; Retnakaran Sajilal,
general manager of Dilip
Buildcon; Devendra Jain,
Executive Director of the compa-
ny and Sunil Kumar Verma, an
executive of the company, they
said. A private person Anuj
Gupta was also arrested by the
Central Bureau of Investigation
(CBI). The CBI on Friday carried
out searches at multiple loca-
tions in New Delhi, Bengaluru,
Cochin, Gurgaon, Bhopal, among
others, they said. During the
searches, the agency recovered
Rs 4 crore in cash, they said.

Omicron has started replacing
Delta variant in India

GST hike on textiles put on hold
GoM to recommend
rate by Feb

A medical staff wearing PPE
and gloves holds a placard as
he poses for photographs on
New Years eve amid concern
over rising Omicron cases, in

Bengaluru, Friday.

CBI arrests 
5 people in Rs 20 lakh

bribery case
NEW YEAR  CELEBRATIONS

Teachers pose for photographs on New Years eve in Moradabad, Friday.

I-T raids SP’s Kannauj MLC as
part of raids on perfume traders

IT sleuths conduct a raid at the premises of businessman Anoop
Jain, in Kanpur, Friday.

NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman on
Friday said the nearly Rs 200 crore cash recovered in tax
searches on perfume maker Peeyush Jain in UP's Kannauj dis-
trict is not BJP money, and that the raid was at the correct
address and not by an outcome of knocking at wrong doors.
Staunchly defending the action, she said the raids, which were
based on actionable intelligence, seemed to have "shaken" for-
mer Uttar Pradesh chief minister and Samajwadi Party leader
Akhilesh Yadav as the person caught redhanded could be his
partner or friend.

It's not BJP money: FM

No extension of ITR filing deadline

NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: The government on Friday kept interest rates on
small savings schemes, including NSC and PPF, unchanged for
the fourth quarter of 2021-22 amid rising cases of the more con-
tagious coronavirus variant Omicron and elevated level of infla-
tion. The decision also comes ahead of assembly elections in
five states -- Uttar Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Punjab, Himachal
Pradesh and Goa. The schedule of elections is expected to be
announced early next month.

MMuummbbaaii::  Using ATMs beyond the permissible free transactions
for cash as well as non-cash purposes will cost more from
Saturday. As per the Reserve Bank directive issued in June, the
banking customers would be required to pay Rs 21 per transac-
tion with effect from January 1, 2022 for transactions beyond
the free permissible limit. Presently, banks are allowed to
charge Rs 20 for such transactions through ATMs.

Interest rates on small savings schemes
unchanged for fourth quarter

ATM usage beyond permissible free 
transactions to become expensive from Jan 1
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Keep the pace of COVID 19 vaccination intact: Nandanwar
Central Chronicle News

Sukma, Dec 31: There
has been a change in the
image of Sukma district
in the last 3 years; the cred-
it goes to the police depart-
ment and security forces
in cracking down on Naxal
activities in the Naxal af-
fected villages. With the es-
tablishment of security
camps in the interior
areas, villagers have got a
fear-free life, development
works have expanded.

Recently, new camps
have been set up at
Karigundam and
Kolaiguda in the district,

which will surely acceler-
ate the development of the
area. District Collector
Vineet Nandanwar and
Superintendent of Police
Sunil Sharma jointly said
this in the weekly time
limit meeting here.

Collector Nandanwar
said that the development
of Naxal affected areas is
the priority of the admin-
istration and after the es-
tablishment of camps in
Kolaiguda and
Karigundam, apart from
road construction, devel-
opment of all other infra-
structure including power
extension will be ensured.

On the other hand,
Superintendent of Police
Sunil Sharma said that
the Police Department is
determined to provide un-

interrupted security
arrangements for road
construction in the interi-
or areas. Along with this,
security arrangements

will also be ensured as per
the requirement for the
development works of in-
frastructure like
Anganwadi building, PDS
building etc.

At the same time, priori-
ty work is also being done
for the expansion of com-
munication facilities in
these areas. Keeping the
progress made in COVID
19 vaccination, the
Collector instructed to
complete 100 percent vac-
cination of the remaining
eligible beneficiaries, with
the same pace.

While reviewing the ac-
tivities being conducted by

the departments in
Adarsh village Chipurpal
of the district, he directed
the Livestock Department,
Water Resources
Department, Labor
Department, Fisheries
Department, Women and
Child Development and
Health Department to
complete the work within
the stipulated time.

In the meeting, Forest
Divisional Officer J. S.
Ramchandra, CEO,
District Panchayat Dev
Narayan Kashyap along
with all SDMs, Deputy
Collectors and departmen-
tal officers were present.

Rice millers to be compensated 
in  lieu for poor quality rice

Central Chronicle News

Korba, Dec 31: Taking
cognizance to various
media reports regarding
the poor quality of rice
being sent from godowns to
ration shops, District
Collector Ranu Sahu has
again taken a tough stand.
The Collector has given in-

structions to the food offi-
cers to return the poor qual-
ity rice deposited in the
godowns to the concerned
rice millers and deposit
equal quantity of good
quality rice instead.
Collector Ranu Sahu has
formed a testing committee
to check the quality of rice
deposited by rice millers in

godowns and this five-mem-
ber committee will test the
quality of rice available in
the godowns of Katghora
and Pali. Before sending
rice to the ration shops, the
quality of rice will be
checked in the presence of
technical assistant and
warehouse in-charge of
Civil Supplies Corporation

and during this, complete
videography of the investi-
gation process will also be
done. After the test, the
names of the concerned
rice millers will be regis-
tered after counting the
stacks and bags found to be
non-standard. In case of
poor quality poor rice, the
whole stack will be re-

turned to the concerned
rice miller and the rice
miller will have to deposit
equal quantity of good qual-
ity rice in the godown in
lieu of the bad stack. In this
regard, the Collector has
also asked the District Food
Officer to submit the report
and ensure that the instruc-
tions given are followed.

Torrential rains brings life to a halt
Central Chronicle News

Anwari, Dec 31: Sudden
torrential rains, brought
life to a halt as many re-
gion got submerged in
water, with paddy stored
in Paddy Procurement
Centers also getting
drenched in many centers.

Village Anwari,
Bhaisbod, Joratarai,
Sirve, Bhedsar, Singdehi,
Kumhari, Purena,
Thuha, Sonpur, Nava vil-
lage, Koliari, Semra,
Supela, Siltara, Bangoli,
Bagaud, Banjari, Rakhi,
Kosmarra, Bhakhara,
Bhatheli, Sihad, Deori,
Benderwani, Kalle wit-
nessed Kutcha houses

collapsing and water log-
ging at many places.

Due to the changed
trend of the weather, it
rained with strong wind
throughout the night and
day making it difficult

for people to leave their
homes. Trees and
branches fell due to rain
accompanied by strong
wind at many places.

Due to rain, the paddy
of many farmers is still

in the fields, which got
wet due to rain, similarly
the paddy of many farm-
ers kept in the open got
wet, which is causing a
lot of trouble to the farm-
ers. Many Farmers told

that they have planted
gram, tivara, rahar, urad,
masoor, linseed, mus-
tard, in their fields which
will now get ruined due
to torrential rain 
and hail.

Central Chronicle News

Sukma, Dec 31: Various
programs were organized
in district Sukma under
'Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav'
being celebrated on the oc-
casion of 75th anniversary
of Independence across
the country.

Sukma Municipal
President Jagannath
Sahu, Vice-President
Ayesha Hussain, Collector
Vineet Nandanwar, SP
Sunil Sharma, public rep-
resentatives and district
level officials celebrated
the elixir of Independence
by planting saplings in
Shaheed Park. Along with
this, painting, singing,
dancing of differently-
abled children in the
Aakar Sansthan located at
Kumharras Sukma.

Cultural programs like
competitions etc. were also
organized. This event was
organized by the District
Administration Sukma as
per the instructions of
Ministry of Culture,

Government of India and
Department of Culture,
Government of
Chhattisgarh.

Attractive cultural per-
formances were given by
the differently-abled chil-
dren in the program. On
the other hand, specially
invited artists organized a
Kavi Sammelan based on
the freedom fighters of
Chhattisgarh and the leg-
ends of freedom. Dance
drama and cultural pre-
sentations were given by

the differently-abled chil-
dren based on the legends
of independence and pa-
triotism.

On this occasion,
Sukma Municipality Vice
President Mrs. Ayesha
Hussain, SDM Sukma Ms.
Preeti Durgam, Deputy
Collector Mr. Srikant
Koram, District Education
Officer Mr. Nitin Dadsena,
Assistant Commissioner
Tribal Development
Department Mr. Ganesh
Sori were present.

ECoR WWO Sambalpur
extends helping hand

Central Chronicle News

Sambalpur, Dec 31: As a
part of its continuous ef-
forts towards helping the
society, East Coast
Railway Women's Welfare
Organisation, Sambalpur
under the leadership of
Mrs  Isha Malik, President
of ECoRWWO, Sambalpur
and other members today
donated an Inverter set

and  a Sewing machine for
the benefit of orphans of
Sir Issac Santra Bal
Niketan, Phuljharan,
Sambalpur. ECoRWWO
also distributed Food
items to the   orphans.
ECoRWWO  a philanthrop-
ic and charitable organisa-
tion  always engaged for
the  upliftment of Railway
employees and also or-
phans and destitutes.

Central Chronicle News

Dongargarh, Dec 31: A
guest lecture on new edu-
cation policy was organ-
ised by the Commerce
Department of Govt
Nehru PG College and in
this the main speaker was
Asst. Prof. -BIT (Durg)-Dr
Abhishekh Chakraborty.

The programme was in-
augurated by main speak-
er and all professors by
lighting traditional lamp
before Goddess Saraswati
and offering prayers. Main
speaker Dr Abhishekh
Chakraborty informed
that actually there is need
for change in the existing
education policy.

In the end of the pro-
gramme, Jyoti Sahu pro-
posed thanks to the main
speaker and other guests.
She informed that the ob-
jective behind launching
of new education policy is
to make India a super
power of knowledge, so

that it brings necessary
changes in the society. In
this programme, along
with teacher, around 56
students benefitted. Vote
of thanks was proposed by
HoD Commerce
Department Dr EV
Rewati.

Procedure of filing of
nominations begins

Central Chronicle News

Dhamtari, Dec 31:
Immediately after the by-
elections for urban bod-
ies, the by-polls for three-
tier Panchayat polls will
be held and this has in-
creased election fever in
villages. With starting of
filing of nomination pro-
cedure, probable candi-
dates in large number
obtained nomination

forms on the first day.
It is notable here that

polling for janpad mem-
bers, 7 posts of Sarpanch
and 44 posts of Panchs is
to be held in three-tier
Panchayat polls in
Dhamtari district. For
Panchs there will be of-
fline applications and
there is facility for online
filing of nomination for
the post of arpanch and
Janpad members.

The procedure for fil-
ing of nomination start-
ed from Tuesday on-
wards and with this for-
mation of nomination
filing counter was done

in Dhamtari, Kurud,
Nagri and Magarlod
Janpad Panchayat. The
filing of nomination in
all the Janpad Panchayat
counters will be held
daily from 11:00 am to
5:00 pm.

This time in the
Panchayat by-polls, filing
of nomination is from
Dec 28 to Jan 3 and
scrutiny of nominations
will be done on Jan 4 and
Jan 6 will be last date for
withdrawal of nomia-
tion. After this the elec-
tion campaigning will be
done and polling will be
held on Jan 20.

Three non-official members
inspect facilities in District jail
Central Chronicle News

Pithora, Dec 31: Three
non-official members viz.
Shivnant Mahanti, Taukir
Dani and Chaman
Chandrakar jointly con-
ducted inspection of
District Jail Mahasamund
here on Thursday.

All three members
along with Jailer Mukesh
Kushwaha visited the bar-
racks in the district jail,
along with bathing place,
kitchen, sleeping room
and inspected other facili-
ties in the jail premises.

It was in view of the
jailbreak incident few
days back that the visitor
trio conducted inspection
of the District Jail and
warned the authorities
present to ensure that no
such incident is repeated
in the near future and
asked all to remain on the
alert.

Visiting the hospital in

the jail premises, trio
took information about
facilities available and
held discussions with jail
authorities to keep the
jail safe and protected
from the likely third wave
of Omicron virus.

Non-official member
Shivnand Mohanti in-
formed that outline of
creative programmes has

been prepared to bring
quality improvement in
the mental state and life
of jail birds in the near fu-
ture and after control
over Corona virus this
will be implemented.

All three members
present said that such
type of inspections would
continue in the jail in the
near future.

Colourful cultural prog marks
‘Azadi ka Amrut Mahotsav’

Central Chronicle News

Koriya, Dec 31: On occa-
sion of 'Azadi Ka Amrut
Mahotsav' colourful cultur-
al programmes were held
at Govt Model Ramanuj HS
School, Baikunthpur here
on Thursday. In this Piyush

Mehra from Saraswati
Vikas Vidyalaya
Manendragarh performed
solo dance; Vipin and col-
league of Saraswati Shishu
Mandir Sarbhoka per-
formed group song;
Dharmendra and col-
leagues of Blind School

A a m a k h e r w a
Manendragarh performed
group song 'Vidya'. In the
same way Khushi and
friends from Govt HS
School Katgodi block
Sonhat performed group
dance, Vaishnavi and
group from Govt Model

Girl's HS School
Baikunthpur performed
Drama and Vaidehi Giri
presented solo song. Along
with this progarmmes on
patriotic songs and on 'Nijat
campaign' of de-addication
campaign Koriya was also
done. In this programme,

District Panchayat
President Renuka Singh, V-
P Vedanti Tiwari, Collector
Shyam Dhwade, CEO
District Panchayat Kunat
Dudawat and other district
level officers and employ-
ees and general citizens
were present.

For by-polls for
Janpad members,
Sarpanch and
Panchs post

Divyang children 
of Aakar Sanstha
gave cultural 
presentations

On occasion of 75th year of the Independence being
celebrated as 'Azadi Ka Amrut Mahotsav', the family
members of freedom fighters were felicitated. AK
Chatterjee, Nandita Mukherjee, Pruan Chand Jain,
Ashok Jain of Nagar Palika Nigam Chirmiri;
Kamlesh Dutta and Om Prakash Jain of
Manendragarh were welcomed by presenting them
with flower bouqet and felicitated with shawl and sri-
fal. After the felicitation of family members of free-
dom fighters, 'Tiranga Yatra' from Nigam's office and
massive 'torch rally' from Haldibadi was taken out.
Speaker Nagar Palika Nigam Chirmiri Gyatri Birha,
Dy. Collector Prashant Kushwaha, SDM Chirmiri BS
Markam, Commissioner Nagar Nigam Chirmiri, City
SP PP Singh and local public representatives and
traders' association reps were present in large number.

‘Tiranga Yatra’ and ‘Mashal Julus’ on Dec 29

Directs to ensure all precautions from Corona virus

Lecture on new education policy held
In Govt Nehru PG College

Plantation drive done on 
occasion of Amrit Mahotsav
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Systematic 
devastation

Just within 14 years of independ-
ence, as many as 5 IITs had started
their journey of excellence, all under
the stewardship of Jawaharlal Nehru
possessing the vision of building
"Temples of modern India''. Yet by
standing right upon the floor of
Kanpur IIT(1959), it is being an-
nounced that "first 25 years have
been wasted". Is it the joke of 2021 or
this millennium.  Despite the relent-
less anti-Nehru and Congress cam-
paign armed with the coinage
"Nothing Happened prior to 2014",
the fact remains that right from
major dams and hydro-electric proj-
ects to steel plants and other indus-
tries, extensive railway infrastructure
to reputed educational and medical
institutions to IT sector, the whole in-
frastructure of the society have been
set up by the preceding Congress
Governments led by the much ma-
ligned Nehru-Gandhi family or PV
Narsimha Rao or Manmohan Singh.
In contrast the regime of "Good
Days"; far from coming up with a sin-
gle constructive project worth men-
tioning, instead have devastated the
carefully nurtured Banking system,
BSNL, Airlines with the health of
Indian Railways also lying in tatters.
When the policies of earlier regimes
centered around job generation, that
of the present regime are hell-bent
on shrinking job opportunities result-
ing in achieving a record of jobless-
ness around the country. And as if
sprinkling salt upon the wounds of
the ever-increasing unemployed lot,
they are being advised to start pako-
ra shops.   And the last nail got struck
in the coffin of jobs through the "his-
toric bold" demonetisation and
flawed GST robbing the livelihood of
millions of wage earners and de-
struction of small enterprises.
Perhaps the only "contribution" of
the harbingers of "New India" is to
divide the nation through brute com-
munal polarization, hate-filled cuss
words and violence with the religious
minorities and Dalits being the most
victimized and persecuted lot often
at the expense of their lives. And of
course we should be indebted to the
project of "restoring national confi-
dence" through Kashi Vishwanath
corridor, Grand Ram Temple,
Gigantic Patel statue, Bullet trains
and most importantly Central Vista.
God save India from such "restora-
tion of national confidence" if it con-
tinues till next 25 years.

KKaajjaall  CChhaatttteerrjjeeee,,  KKoollkkaattaa

UP electioneering
We all know that UP is the most

populous state in the nation. It has
the maximum number of assembly
as well as parliamentary seats which
is very vital for any government for-
mation at the Centre. It has the dis-
tinction of producing the maximum
number of PMs of the nation starting
from Nehru to Rajiv Gandhi and now
Modi. Amethi and Rae Bareilly are
the two famous constituencies that
were regarded as the bastion of the
Nehru family but in due course of
time things have changed and
Congress party is very slowly losing
its grip on UP. In the last parliamen-
tary polls, Congress lost its bastion
Amethi, where their Rahul Gandhi
lost to Smriti Irani by a considerable
margin. Rahul Gandhi had sensed his
defeat and that's the reason he se-
lected a safe seat in Kerala. Now with
the Assembly election in the offing, it
is almost certain that it will be a free
for all like situation in UP where the
winner will take all. Both BJP and the
rrest mainly SP and INC will not hesi-
tate to hit each other below the belt.
So let us wait and watch our political
parties' stoop to conquer. The elec-
tioneering in UP is gradually reaching
its crescendo up as to win a particu-
lar section's votes former UP CM
Akhilesh Yadav, a disciple of Great
Ram Manohar Lohia made
Mohammad Jinnah a freedom fighter
of India. Now in the nation's politics,
everything seems to be fair. 

AAsshhiimm,,  vviiaa  eemmaaiill

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

WHAT THEY TWEET!

KKRRKK@@kkaammaaaallrrkkhhaann
Total 11,700 small busi-
nessmen committed sui-
cide all over India in 2020,
because they became
bankrupt during #corona-
pandemic! It's really very
sad situation. Even though
One man committed sui-
cide from each family but
11,700 families have

become jobless.

PPrriiyyaasshhmmiittaa@@pprriiyyaasshhmmiittaa
An entrepreneur or start up
owner is as good as it's team
members. We can't demean
people who refuse to become an
entrepreneur and then scream
that we not finding good people,
cause everyone wants to do
their own :) Doesn't work.

MMaahheesshhwweerr  PPeerrii@@mmaahheesshhppeerrii
A nation demanding documents of
birth and citizenship from tribals,
Dalits and below poverty line peo-
ple, our banks have failed to trace
8.9 Crore depositors with Rs
26,697 Crores in deposits for 10
years now despite all the KYC and
info they have of depositors.

VViisshheekk  CChhaauuhhaann
@@VViisshheekkCC

There is a huge disconnect
between what the ticketing
buying public in India thinks
of theatrical entertainment
vs What #Bollywood thinks is
theatrical entertainment!
#Bollywood in general
looked down upon
#RohitShetty and his brand
of cinema and today he

stands tall among ruins!

SSwwaappnneeiill  PPaarriikkhh@@sswwaappnneeiillppaarriikkhh
Why is schooling seen as the most
expendable activity in India? Can
someone explain why schools are first
to close and last to open? Can some-
one explain why we have delayed roll
out of boosters for vulnerable but has-
tened closure of schools? What pur-
pose does this serve?

BBrriigg  RRSS  PPaatthhaanniiaa@@rrssppaatthhaanniiaa
In the beautiful Coorg countryside.

AAaattiisshh  TTaasseeeerr@@AAaattiisshhTTaasseeeerr
Don't get Omicron. Stay cosy this
New Year's. Order some cham-
pagne, see if you can't get your
hands on something delicious, then
take a big book, like Ivo Andric's
"Bosnian Chronicle," to bed and
ring in the new year like that, revel-
ing in faintly buzzed inner life.

Apologists for autocracies are upbeat, as
powerful democracies worldwide are
warped and weighed down. The new
despotisms should wake up democrats
everywhere in 2022. Three decades ago,
democracy seemed blessed. People
power mattered. Public resistance to arbi-
trary rule changed the world. Military dic-
tatorships collapsed. Apartheid was top-
pled. The Soviet empire imploded. There
were velvet revolutions, followed by tulip,
rose and orange revolutions. Now things
are different. In Belarus, Bolivia,
Myanmar, Hong Kong and elsewhere, citi-
zens are arrested, imprisoned, beaten and
executed. Elsewhere, democrats are on
the back foot, worried that big-league
democracies such as India, the United
States, Britain, South Africa and Brazil are
sliding towards a precipice, dragged
down by worsening social inequality, citi-
zen disaffection and the rot of unrespon-
sive governing institutions. That's not all.
The gloom is compounded by increasing
awareness that power-sharing, monitory
democracies are now facing a new global
competitor: despotic regimes, such as
Turkey, Russia, the UAE, Iran and China,
whose top-down political architecture
and cunning efforts to win the loyalty of
their subjects is unlike anything known to
the earlier modern world.

Public apologists of these regimes are
upbeat. They are busily denouncing US
President Joe Biden's 2021 'Summit for
Democracy' as a self-contradictory
American attempt to carve up the world
in its favour. Chinese critics are especially
scathing in their attacks on American-
style 'liberal democracy'. A white paper
recently published by China's State
Council Information Office trumpets the
material successes of the country's
"whole-process people's democracy".
Scholar Su Changhe says that a key prior-

ity is to 'pull apart the language of
Western democracy' and expose its 'so-
cial divisions, ethnic antagonisms, politi-
cal strife, endless political instability and
weak and feeble governments'. China's
best-known science-fiction writer, Liu
Cixin, puts things more sharply. 'If China
were to transform into a democracy, it
would be hell on earth,' he says, a provo-
cation that reappears in a scene towards
the end of his best-seller trilogy
Remembrance of Earth's Past. It de-
scribes the disasters produced by the in-
vasion of planet Earth by an alien species
that quarantines most of our planet's pop-
ulation onto the Australian continent. 'The
society of resettled populations trans-
formed in profound ways,' he writes.
'People realised that, on this crowded,
hungry continent, democracy was more
terrifying than despotism. Everyone
yearned for order and a strong govern-
ment.'

Heavy-duty government sanctioned by
'the people' is exactly what's offered by
the rulers of a new crop of despotisms
that are proving to be a practical alterna-
tive to power-sharing polities. These
rulers are encouraged by their subjects'
feelings that Western democracy is falling
apart. Hence their temptation to confront
these democracies, to challenge them on
a global scale, just as dictatorships,
monarchies and totalitarian regimes did a
century ago when encircling parliamen-
tary democracies. These new despotisms
mustn't be confused with 20th-century
fascism or totalitarianism, or with old
fashioned tyrannies or military dictator-
ships. And they aren't 'autocracies', if by
that word it means a type of government
in which a single ruler violently lords over
the realm. Despotism is rather a new type
of strong state, a form of 'phantom
democracy' led by rulers skilled at manip-

ulating and meddling with people's lives,
marshalling their support, and winning
their conformity.

Despotisms craft top-to-bottom rela-
tions of dependency oiled by wealth,
money, law, elections and by talk of de-
fending 'the people' and 'the nation' (the
phrases are often interchangeable in local
languages) against 'domestic subver-
sives' and 'foreign enemies'. Despotisms
are top-down pyramids of manipulative
power. They are also highly unequal
forms of state capitalism, but it's a mis-
take to suppose they are based simply on
repression and raw force. Despotisms in
practice strive to learn the arts of nimble
governance. They do more than repeat
the mantra of 'popular sovereignty': their
leaders harness public opinion polling
agencies, think tanks, election cam-
paigns, happiness forums, policy feed-
back groups, online hearings and other
early warning detectors. The rulers of the
new despotisms are deception and seduc-
tion perfectionists. They do all they can to
camouflage the violence they wield
against those who refuse to conform.
Using a combination of slick means, in-
cluding calibrated coercion masked by
balaclavas, they manage to win the loyal-
ty of sections of the middle classes,
skilled and unskilled workers, and the
poor. Despotisms are hard governments
in soft velvet form. They work tirelessly to
lure their subjects into subjection.
Voluntary servitude is their thing. And
they hunt in packs. The new despotisms,
led by a globally resurgent China and a
belligerent Russia, are skilled at navigat-
ing multilateral institutions to win busi-
ness partners and do military deals well
beyond the borders of the states they
rule.

While Erdogan, Putin, Lukashenko and
other new despots claim to practice their
own forms of 'democracy' grounded in
the authority of 'the people', they have no
love of the free elections and public
watchdog institutions of monitory democ-
racy. They can be ruthless and vengeful,
yet they're not blindly reckless. They
often pay meticulous attention to details,
cleverly interfere with people's lives,
stand over them, and sometimes bully
them into submission. The public support
the rulers enjoy is thus surprising, espe-
cially when it's considered that despo-
tisms are dominated by bigshot poli-
garchs, rich government and business ty-
coons who concentrate staggering
amounts of wealth in their own hands,

and within the family dynasties they con-
trol and protect. Democracies such as
Britain, Spain, South Africa and the most
powerful of them all, the United States,
are similarly warped and weighed down
by massive inequalities of wealth and life
chances. During the coming year we're
likely to hear much extravagant talk of an
epochal battle between 'autocracy' and
'democracy'. The rhetoric is quixotic. It
camouflages messier realities. Think of
the way a new kind of 'surveillance capi-
talism' run by giant state-backed data
harvesting corporations is colonising, ma-
nipulating, and reshaping the personal
lives of many millions of people for the
sake of profit and power. Or how pop-
ulists and elected populist governments in
countries such as India and the United
States, said to be the world's largest and
oldest democracies, are potentially
agents of despotism.

Nourished by citizen disaffection and
big business donations, populists, in the
name of 'the people', spread disinforma-
tion, attack independent courts, discredit
expertise and 'presstitutes' (Narendra
Modi's word for investigative journalism),
and boost executive rule. During elec-
tions, populists promise redemption for
all. In practice, helped by dark money,
lobbying, patronage, and tighter links be-
tween government, loyal journalists and
the corporate world, they work to destroy
democracy in favour of top-down rule by
the few of the many. In these and other
ways, democracies serve as incubators of
despotism. When it's also considered that
democracies and despotisms are entan-
gled and jointly cooperate in such fields
as transport infrastructure projects, bank-
ing, and arms deals, it should be clear that
the principles and practices of constitu-
tional, power-sharing democracies, as we
have known them since the 1940s, are
today threatened not just by outside polit-
ical rivals. The experience of Hungary,
Kazakhstan, Russia and Turkey to name
just the best-known recent cases show
that a transition from some kind of power-
sharing democracy to despotism can hap-
pen rapidly, in not much longer than a
decade. These cases serve as warnings
that the spirit and substance of monitory
democracy can be snuffed out through
the back door, by stealth, bit-by-bit, using
methods that bear a strong resemblance
to those found in China, Russia, Iran,
Saudi Arabia and elsewhere. These new
despotisms should wake up democrats
everywhere.

P rime Minister Narendra Modi has launched a sys-
tem to award blockchain based educational degrees

in digital form to students. These digital degrees can be
verified globally and are unforgeable at IIT Kanpur. The
year 2022 shall be prioritised to shift India's focus towards
innovation and developing a culture of technology.
Suggesting the students to make their life a judicious
blend of technology and emotions, the PM cautioned the
budding technologist against being driven by technology
alone. Calling the students, the finest tech minds of IIT
who 'eat, drink and breathe technology', he said technolo-
gy had its own positives. 'But never become the robot ver-
sion of yourself. Keep the emotions and human sensitivi-
ties always alive in life,' advised the PM at the IIT
Kanpur's convocation ceremony. The PM's message is in
contradiction to what educational institutions and indus-
try defines as objectives. PM has still not addressed on
how to develop a culture of innovation and not consider
just academic or management performance as merit.
Meanwhile, the Indian Institutes of Technology (IITs)
were unable to generate sufficient internal receipts and
remained dependent on the government for grants, ac-
cording to a CAG report pointing out infirmities in finan-
cial management exercised by the reputed institutions.
The report is on "Performance Audit of Setting up of new
Indian Institutes of Technology (IITs)" for the period
2014-19. Atal Ranking of Institutions on Innovation
Achievement 2021 award list was also released by the gov-
ernment. The top position has been achieved by IIT
Madrasas the most innovative educational institute of
India in the technical category. IIT Madras has won this
recognition for the third time in a row. Moreover , IIT
Bombay, IIT Delhi, IIT Kanpur, IIT Roorkee, Indian
Institute of Science (IISc), IIT Hyderabad and IIT
Kharagpur are among the top 10 institutions in the list.

Atal Ranking of Institutions on Innovation
Achievement 2021 award list was released by the
Minister of State for Education Dr Subhas Sarkar. India
hosts the world's third-largest startup ecosystem which
is growing at breakneck speed. It is driven by favourable
tailwinds in digital adoption, domestic consumption, de-
mographics, and the development of technology plat-
forms for both overall consumption and niche use-cases.
The technology-enabled India growth story is globally
acknowledged, rising on the shoulders of the IT industry
and the Indian appetite for technology adoption. To pro-
mote innovation, policymakers have made attempts late-
ly to increase India's expenditure on Research and
Development (R&D). It is now significantly below 2 per
cent of GDP, which is the benchmark value that most in-
novating countries spend on R&D. While India ranked
only 46th in the latest Global Innovation report, it has
climbed two spots over the previous year's standing.
And, the performance is labelled 'above expectations'
against the yardstick of the level of development.
However, Asian countries like Malaysia, Vietnam,
Thailand, and even some of the East European countries
like Bulgaria, Estonia, Slovenia and Hungary, scored
above India. Thus the notion that Indian entrepreneurs
lack innovation culture continues to hold good. At a
micro level though, Indian entrepreneurs function effec-
tively in implementing quick fixes, commonly called 'ju-
gaad', which serve as low-cost, innovative workarounds
or solutions to problems. India has never really made a
forward looking strategic plan to channel R&D expendi-
ture on emerging technologies. As a result, India is usu-
ally a late entrant to a new technology. By the time India
puts its imprint on a technology, the world has moved up
the technology ladder, or the technology has moved in a
different direction.

Focus for 2022

A 52-year-old man, who was infected with COVID-19
Omicron variant, died of a heart attack at Pimpri

Chinchwad Municipal Corporation's Yashwantrao
Chavan Hospital in Pune, as per the Public Health
Department. With 16,764 new COVID-19 cases, India's ac-
tive caseload has risen to 91,361. The country's Omicron
tally presently stands at 1,270. Bihar is the latest state to
report its first case of the new variant of coronavirus.
Although the government has not described it as such,
there are now unmistakable signs that India has entered
the third wave of the COVID-19 pandemic. The surge in
cases that has started is unlikely to subside or change
course over the next few days. Not surprisingly, the
sharpest increases in cases are being seen in the major
cities. This is not just because of their large, and concen-
trated, populations, but also due to the fact that these get
the maximum number of incoming foreign travellers
Meanwhile, several states have imposed more stringent
restrictions to prevent the spread of the virus during new
year celebrations. disturbing news is pouring in from
everywhere. Conflicting statements are being heard re-
garding the new variant. As research is going on the
world over and the situation is being monitored round the
clock, it is difficult to say anything with certainty about
the fate of the coming days.

Taking no chances, the central government has extend-
ed the measures. It means the New Year party is over. This
is news of concern for hotels, but this is also bad news for
all of us. Everything from partying to fun making may be
put on hold till the normalcy returns. Meanwhile, the
number of air travellers in the country is continuously in-
creasing. The number has become almost equal to the pre-
COVID era. This has been possible because of the success
of the vaccination drive. By January, the number of air
passengers will be as high as November 2019. The number
of domestic flights has also increased. While the scientific
community races against time to arrive at the conclusion
and come up with the required intervention, the people as
one of the key stakeholders in the fight against COVID-19
can play the most crucial role in preventing the spike and
reducing pressure on health system. Strict adherence to
COVID-safety measures by wearing proper face masks,
maintaining hand hygiene, physical distancing, getting
both the doses of vaccines and avoiding crowded places by
people will keep all variants of the virus at bay.
Enforcement of the COVID-appropriate behaviour contin-
ues to be the best proven preventive measure.

COVID third wave has begun

Despotic regimes new global competitor 
to be reckoned with in 2022

CENTRAL CHRONICLE,  BILASPUR,  SATURDAY,  JANUARY  01,  2022

Two women pose for photos during exhibition 'Amazing Taiwan 3D Art Exhibition II' to begin the year 2022 with hopeful message
of 3D artworks, at the Chiang Kai-shek Memorial Hall in Taipei, Taiwan. 

BEGIN 2022 WITH 3D ART

((JJoohhnn  KKeeaannee  iiss  PPrrooffeessssoorr  ooff  PPoolliittiiccss  aatt  UUnniivveerrssiittyy  ooff  SSyyddnneeyy  aanndd  WWZZBB,,  BBeerrlliinn..))

JOHN KEANE



Merchant vessel captain returns to 
India after spending 16 months in 

Mauritius jail over oil spill
Bhopal, Dec 31 (PTI): 

Merchant vessel captain
Sunil Kumar Nandeshwar,
who was arrested and jailed
for 16 months in Mauritius
after his ship ran aground
in July 2020 and triggered
oil spill off its coast, has re-
turned to India following
his release from the island
country. Nandeshwar, who
resides with his family
members in Madhya
Pradesh capital Bhopal, re-
united with them on
Thursday. "I am extremely
thankful to the Maritime
Union of India (MUI) for its
support and help in secur-
ing my release from
Mauritius jail. I am back
home because of the relent-

less efforts of the MUI gen-
eral secretary Amar Singh
Thakur, who consistently
pursued my release from
the jail through a series of
negotiations and represen-
tations with the local mar-
itime union of Mauritius,
High Commission of India
in Port Louis, Shipping
Ministry of India and
External Affairs Ministry
of India," said Nandeshwar
in a release issued by the
MUI, India's oldest union of
merchant navy officers.
Expressing happiness over
his return, his wife
Namrata said, "Yes, finally
my husband is back and
our ordeal is over. He is fine
and has safely reached
home."

Education ministry to launch 
100-day Reading Campaign on Jan 1
New Delhi, Dec 31 (PTI): 

Union Education
Minister Dharmendra
Pradhan will be launching
a 100 days Reading
Campaign Padhe Bharat'
on Saturday to improve
learning levels of stu-
dents, according to offi-
cials. The campaign marks
an important step to im-
prove learning levels of
students as it develops cre-
ativity, critical thinking,
vocabulary and the ability
to express both verbally
and in writing. It helps
children to relate to their
surroundings and real life
situation, they said.

"Children studying in
Balvatika to class 8 will
be part of this campaign.
The reading campaign
will be organised for 100
days (14 weeks) starting

from January 1 to April
10, 2022. The reading cam-
paign aims to have partic-
ipation of all stakehold-
ers at national and state
level including children,
teachers, parents, com-
munity, educational ad-
ministrators etc," a senior
education ministry offi-
cial said.

"The 100 days campaign
will be continued for 14
weeks and one activity
per week per group has
been designed with the
focus on making reading
enjoyable and build life-
long association with the
joy of reading. A compre-
hensive guideline on the
Reading Campaign with
age appropriate weekly
calendar of activities has
been prepared and shared
with states and union ter-
ritories," he added.

New Delhi, Dec 31 (PTI): 

The National
Investigation Agency
(NIA) has registered a case
against Jaswinder Singh
Multani, an alleged opera-
tive of the Sikhs for
Justice (SFJ) who has
been detained in Germany,
for hatching a criminal
conspiracy to wage war
against India and attempt-
ing to revive terrorism in
Punjab, officials said on
Friday.

According to the offi-
cials, a case against
Multani, who was de-
tained in Germany last
week, was booked under
various sections of the
Indian Penal Code (IPC),
including those related to
waging war against the

country, and the relevant
provisions of the stringent
Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act (UAPA).

The officials said the
case relates to a criminal
conspiracy hatched by
Multani with several other
pro-Khalistani elements
located abroad for radical-
ising, motivating and re-
cruiting youngsters in
Punjab, on the ground and
online through social
media platforms, to propa-
gate their ideology with an
aim to secede Punjab from
the Union of India.

They have been involved
in raising funds to procure
arms, ammunition and ex-
plosives by using smug-
gling networks in Punjab
to revive terrorism in the
state, the officials said,

adding that Multani has
also been in contact with
ISI operatives for carrying
out terror attacks in
Mumbai and other parts of

the country.
The registration of the

case would help the gov-
ernment take requisite ac-
tion in accordance with

law for expeditious investi-
gation so that Multani
could either be deported
or extradited to India, they
said.

New Delhi, Dec 31 (PTI): 

The Congress Friday
questioned Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's
"silence" on reports of
China renaming 15 places
in Arunachal Pradesh in
their own language and
calling the north-eastern
state as South Tibet.

"A few days back, we
were remembering India's
glorious victory in the
1971 war. Wise and strong
decisions are necessary
for ensuring the security
and victory of the nation.
You cannot win with
empty rhetoric," former
Congress President Rahul
Gandhi said on Twitter, re-
ferring to a news report on
the Chinese move.

Chief Congress
spokesman Randeep
Singh Surjewala described
the Modi government as
"weak" and accused Prime
Minister Modi of remain-
ing "silent" on Chinese

"threats" to India's territo-
rial integrity.

"As the year ends, China
threatens our territorial
integrity and sovereignty.
China has already trans-
gressed & occupied
Depsang Plains & Gogra
Hot Springs in Eastern
Ladakh. China has set up a
village in Arunanchal. Mr.
56" refuses to say a word.
Weak Govt, Mum PM,"
Surjewala said on Twitter,
the 56-inch-chest jibe
being a reference to Modi's
assertion during the 2014
parliamentary election
campaign that he would
adopt a strong policy on
national security.

Addressing a press con-
ference here, Congress
spokesman Gourav
Vallabh wondered when
the Prime Minister would
"look China in the eye"
and take strong steps to
counter its moves.

"Will our response be
limited to banning

Chinese apps, while India-
China trade crosses the
100-billion-dollar mark,"
Vallabh asked.

He said the government
should respond to Chinese
moves strongly and as-
sured the support of
Congress in every such
step.

According to the
Chinese state-run Global
Times, the country's
Ministry of Civil Affairs
announced on Wednesday
that it had standardised in
Chinese characters,
Tibetan and Roman alpha-
bet the names of 15 places
in Zangnan, the Chinese
name for Arunachal
Pradesh.

India had strongly re-
jected China's action and
asserted that Arunachal
Pradesh has "always been"
and "will always be" an in-
tegral part of India and
that assigning "invented"
names does not alter this
fact.
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People hold cut outs of 2022 as they pose for photographs on New Years eve in Ahmedabad, Friday.

NEW YEARS EVE

Buddhist monks from Thailand take part in a special prayer under the sacred Bodhi Tree at Mahabodhi Temple, 
n Bodh Gaya, Friday.

SPECIAL PRAYER

Plea seeks court-monitored investigation,
prosecution in connection with hate speeches
New Delhi, Dec 31 (PTI): 

A plea has been filed in
the Supreme Court seeking
a court-monitored investi-
gation and prosecution in
hate crimes related to the
"continuous attack" on the
personality of Prophet
Mohammad and disparag-
ing remarks by various peo-
ple in different parts of the
country attacking the very
belief system of Muslims at
large.

The plea has been filed by
the Jamiat Ulama-i-Hind
through its president
Maulana Syed Mahmood
Asad Madani and it seeks a
direction to the Centre for a
report on the action taken
by different state mecha-
nisms in relation to hate
speeches, more particularly
targeting the personality of
Prophet Mohammad.

The petition, which has
been filed by advocate MR

Shamshad, also sought di-
rections and orders for con-
stituting an independent
committee to compile all
the complaints related to
hate crimes in the country.

"It is submitted that in-
sulting Prophet
Mohammad is akin to at-
tacking the very foundation
of Islam and in that sense,
is of an extremely grave na-
ture as it results in not only
the targeting of Muslim
people, but also assailing
the basis of their faith," the
plea said. It said such
speeches go beyond the lim-
its of a permitted critical
denial of another's beliefs
and are certainly likely to
incite religious intolerance,
and the state as well as the
central authorities ought to
consider the same to be in-
compatible with respect to
the freedom of thought,
conscience and religion,
and must take proportion-

ate restrictive measures.
"It is also pointed out in

the petition that such
speeches destroy the secu-
lar fabric of our nation,
which also forms the part of
the basic structure of our
Constitution. Resultantly,
the respondents, being
bound by the Constitution,
ought to have an adversari-
al relationship with the pro-
ponents of such speeches
and must take adequate re-
medial steps to prevent the
same," the plea said.

The Jamiat Ulama-i-Hind
said it has approached the
court after waiting for a
considerable amount of
time and giving the state
authorities time to take ap-
propriate steps for remedial
action as well as preventive
measures.

"However, it appears that
the state authorities have
completely failed in this re-
gard. The petitioners have

also taken steps by lodging
appropriate complaints be-
fore the police authorities.
Against many other com-
munally sensitive speeches,
the police has not at all reg-
istered an FIR and if the ag-
grieved persons have ap-
proached the court of the
magistrate seeking appro-
priate directions for regis-
tration of FIRs, the magis-
trate has dismissed the
complaints...," the plea said.

It added that considering
the facts, it is necessary
that the court invokes the
extraordinary jurisdiction
by issuing appropriate di-
rections, fixing the account-
ability of responsible per-
sons placed within the sys-
tem and also laying certain
guidelines as to how the
issue of hate speeches and
those accused of giving
such speeches are to be
dealt with in a time-bound
manner.

Congress questions PM’s ‘silence’ on
China renaming places in Arunachal

Ex chief wildlife warden
served showcause notice

for not stopping illegal
constructions in Corbett

Dehradun, Dec 31 (PTI):
Former Chief Wildlife
Warden of Uttarakhand,
JS Suhag, has been served
with a show cause notice
for not using his authority
to stop illegal construc-
tions and felling of trees in
the buffer zone of the
Corbett Tiger Reserve.
Issued by Additional Chief
Secretary Anand Bardhan
on December 27, the show
cause notice asks Suhag to
respond to it within a
week failing which further
action will be taken
against him. Drawing the
former chief wildlife war-
den's attention to the find-
ings of a National Tiger
Conservation Authority
team after a field visit to
Morghatti, Pakhro and
Kandi road of Kalagarh
forest division, Bardhan
said illegal constructions
of concrete structures and
felling of trees has taken
place in these areas with-
out due sanctions.

NIA registers case against Sikhs for Justice
operative for attempts to revive terrorism

SSrriinnaaggaarr,,  DDeecc  3311  ((PPTTII)):: The
National Investigation Agency
(NIA) has arrested one
Arsalan Feroz, an operative of
The Resistance Front (TRF)
terror group, for allegedly
being involved in radicalising
and recruiting youngsters to
join terror ranks, officials said
on Friday.

A spokesperson of the
agency said searches were
conducted in Kashmir on
Thursday during which Feroz,

a resident of downtown
Srinagar, was arrested.

The case relates to a con-
spiracy hatched for radicalis-
ing, motivating and recruiting
youngsters of Jammu and
Kashmir to effect violent ac-
tivities in the Union Territory
and in other parts of the coun-
try by Sajjad Gul, Salim
Rehmani alias Abu Saad and
Saifullah Sajid Jutt, who are
commanders of the TRF, a
shadow organisation of the

banned Lashker-e-Toiba terror
outfit.

According to the officials,
Feroz, in a criminal conspiracy
with these people, was re-
cruiting individuals to carry
out reconnaissance of pre-de-
termined targets, coordinat-
ing and transporting weapons
to support Lashkar and its
frontal affiliate, TRF.

The agency has so far ar-
rested four accused in the
case.

One held for radicalising youngsters 
to join terror ranks : NIA

SII applies to Indian
authorities for full

market authorisation
of Covishield

New Delhi, Dec 31
(PTI): Serum Institute
of India (SII) CEO Adar
Poonawala on Friday
said the vaccines major
has applied to Indian
authorities for full mar-
ket authorisation of
Covishield, stating sup-
plies of the COVID-19
vaccine have exceeded
125 crore doses. SII had
partnered with the de-
veloper of Covishield,
AstraZeneca, for the
supply of the vaccine to
the Indian government,
which had in January
this year granted emer-
gency use authorisation
in the country.
"Supplies of the COV-
ISHIELD vaccine in
India, have exceeded
1.25 billion doses.

Under police’s initiative, 300 tribal youths in 
Naxal-hit Gadchiroli get jobs in different fields

Nagpur, Dec 31 (PTI): 

A total of 300 tribal
youths in the Naxal-af-
fected Gadchiroli dis-
trict of Maharashta
were given appointment
letters for employment
in different sectors, in-
cluding hospitality and
automobile, at the job
fair held by the police de-
partment, an official
said on Friday.

The job fair was or-
ganised on Thursday as
part of the district po-
lice's initiative to train
the youths and create
employment opportuni-
ties for them, he said.

Talking to PTI,
Gadchiroli superinten-
dent of police Ankit
Goyal said, "As many as
300 candidates from the
tribal region of the dis-
trict got appointment let-
ters in the job fair. These
candidates would be em-
ployed in different sec-
tors, like hospitality, au-
tomobile, plumbing and
welding."

A total of 101 male/fe-
male candidates, who
had received training in
two/four wheeler repair,
in making pickles, papad
and fast-food items were
given kits to start their
own businesses. Besides,

95 other male/female
candidates, who were
given training in veg-
etable cultivation, re-
ceived certificates in the
programme on
Thursday, he said.

From the beginning of
2021, the Gadchiroli po-
lice had initiated vari-
ous welfare programmes
for the tribal youths
from remote villages in
the region in order to
help generate jobs and
create self-employment
opportunities for them,
Goyal added.

The police department
with its partners impart-
ed training and created

job or self-employment
opportunities for 70 can-
didates in the field of
beauty parlour, 60 in
fisheries, 293 in poultry,
35 in tailoring, 35 in pho-
tography, 114 in veg-
etable cultivation, 235 in
two/four wheeler repair,
254 in hospitality, 196 in
automobile training,
1,143 nursing attendants
and other sectors,
he said.

The training initiative
was jointly carried out by
the police, Pratham
Education Foundation,
BOI Star and Krishi
T a n t r a g y a n
Vyavasthapan (Atma).


